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Woodworking
for Beginners

 
 

An Essential Guide to Learn the Art
of Woodworking, Its Processes and
How to Produce Incredible DIY
Projects



 
  



INTRODUCTION
 

There are just as many reasons to begin woodworking as there are
people curious about getting started. Each craft is known for having
certain knowledge, resources, techniques, and materials at its core.
For woodworking, the core knowledge or fundamental know-how
you need to be a skilled and effective artisan is included in this book.

The present-day woodworker carries on a noble tradition in a
profession that is not only important today but will always be
important, even if other fields contribute to some of its aspects and
innovations. Even without being skilled and while possessing a
minimum set of tools, the rookie woodworker can produce satisfying
yet useful creations in a short time. From this, he or she will go on to
bigger things because woodworking is not only an exciting hobby
but can even become a part- or full-time career. Power tools play a
role in taking some of the monotony out of woodworking.
Nonetheless, anybody who wishes to become skilled in this craft
should learn some hand methods before attempting to use extensive
power tools. It is only in this way that the worker can learn about the
characteristics of wood and make the most of the material.

A significant part of woodworking craftsmanship is feeling the
wood, which cannot easily occur when an electric motor is replaced
with one’s muscle strength. Even woodworkers who begin by doing
a few simple things, like constructing shelves or boxes, ultimately
would like to taken on more exciting projects. Woodwork
construction has progressed through the years, creating joints,
techniques, systems and methods which have seen the test of time.
Wood has served as the primary building material throughout the
whole of history. Despite many advancements in the use of other
materials, especially plastics, wood is still likely to maintain its
appeal due to its practicality as well as its beauty. For such a wide
range of building needs, no other material has the same appeal in
comparison. It takes a long time for a tree to grow to the point that it
can be felled and made into usable wood. A person planting trees is
unlikely to see any return on his or her investment during their
lifetime, other than having the joy of watching them grow. Many
trees must grow for several decades before they can be transformed
into material that is of commercial value. Given this, trees continue
to be felled rapidly, for both timber and paper-making items like



pulp. While trees are cut down at a much higher rate than they are
being planted, a lot of wood can be found and made use of. Almost
all wood that is of interest to the woodworker is exogenous or
growing outward.

Every year, these trees increase in girth as new growth rings appear,
indicating the age of a tree. A small number of trees do not grow
outward, including the palm tree; however, they are of little value to
woodworkers. Woodworking, with the aid of tools, can be described
as the art of making things from different types of wood. As one of
the world’s oldest crafts, woodworking is used to create both
decorative and functional items and it has grown into a very
successful hobby and a profitable occupation. Hardware, lumber and
hobby stores will buy the hand and power tools and materials needed
for woodworking, which can then be used by woodworkers to shape
the wood. Woodworking may include carpentry, painting, sculpting,
spinning, furniture making, repairing broken items and a lot more.

 

As a hobby, woodworking can be very rewarding and offer you
many hours of leisure alongside the satisfaction of making various
items from wood. While some people enjoy doing the actual
woodworking, others prefer collecting and restoring beautiful works
of art. Woodworking is both soothing and exciting, particularly if
you want to create things. All you need are a few tools, hardware
and basic lessons that will help you get started. Firstly, when you
have found a store that sells such items, the first step is to start small
and accumulate the resources you need gradually. This is also a less
costly way to get started because it can cost you thousands of dollars
to build a workshop from scratch as you may also end up buying
resources that you rarely use. Another thing is that you can buy a
product that has more than one use. You can cut dados, for example,
with a table saw or a router whereas a saber saw or a scroll saw may
be used to complete curves.

 

Therefore, as a beginner, consider investing in the appropriate sizes
and shapes in a kit where the wood has been pre-cut. Then, you
should just match the parts and follow the instructions to build the
piece. Most possibly, you’d need to nail, screw-on, paint, sand and
finish the piece.

 



Kits are generally composed of parts to make birdhouses, feeders,
tables, plant holders and other simple things you can make and feel
proud of. You can buy prepped lumber in various widths if you
decide to move on to more complex woodworking ventures. If you
are making a table, there are table legs and chair spindles and many
other items that need to be turned and ready for use.

First, go in and buy yourself a basic pack. If you order your project
as a package, you’ll get directions and a list of the materials you
need. You’ll probably need hammers, measuring sticks, clamps,
saws, a cube, hand drills, and chisels, depending on what you want
to make. That should cost you ap

proximately $200 to $300.

 



Chapter 1: Woodworking Basics: Safety
and Maintenance

It can seem to be a daunting task to get started in
woodworking. From special woodworking techniques to
identifying and working with various types of wood, there’s so
much to know that even the pros don’t always know
everything. Nonetheless, woodworking is all about learning
and having fun. Therefore, it’s important to start on the right
foot by knowing some basic information about safety, the
necessary equipment, lumber and the standard layout and
measuring techniques.

1.1 Taking safety measures
Woodworking can be a dangerous craft due to the use of sharp
hand tools and unforgiving power tools. However, by
following a few specific safety instructions, you can
considerably reduce the risk of developing an injury. In order
to be successful, safety rules must be followed whenever
necessary, without any exception. Once you are accustomed to
the protective measures and equipment, you will develop a
routine that helps you enjoy the craft and decreases your risk
of getting an injury.

Safety equipment

Woodworking can be a comfortable and secure hobby or
vocation if you follow specific simple safety rules. Since all
rules require you to follow your common sense, failure to obey
these guidelines can dramatically increase the risk of injury
while operating your instruments. The woodshop is not a
venue in which you should be in a rush or have the attitude of
“it will not happen to me.” You should make sure that the
measures you take after entering the woodshop become second
nature, which will ultimately make your woodworking
experience better and much more enjoyable.

Always wear safety equipment



The first and most crucial woodworking rule is to wear proper
safety equipment. Although hearing protection is necessary for
some very loud tools, like routers and surface planers, and
when applying finishes, latex gloves may be required, there’s
no instance in the woodshop that you should not be wearing
your safety glasses. When you enter the shop, put them on and
don’t take them off until you leave.

Hearing protection 

It is best to wear hearing protection when dealing with noisy
power tools and equipment such as routers, surface planers
and joiners. Two popular types of headgear are expandable
earplugs and earmuffs. Earmuffs tend to offer much better
protection but can be prone to moving and may be bulky.
Consistent use of hearing aids will help protect your ears and
decrease the risk of you losing your hearing in the long term.

Proper clothing

Always wear protective clothing when using power tools. In
this case, comfortable, long-sleeved shirts and long trousers
paired with good steel-toed work boots can provide a
protective layer. However, loose clothing should be avoided as
it can easily get entangled in a power tool and can potentially
lead to injury. Sometimes, a shop apron can also be advisable,
especially when using a lathe.

Respirators and face masks

A lot of dust can be produced by sanders, routers and other
power tools. Therefore, it’s a good idea to wear a dust mask
while using these materials in order to prevent the small
particles from entering your lungs. A respirator is a safer
option when spraying varnish or paints in order to avoid
inhaling these chemicals and suffering adverse effects.

Face shields

When using a lathe, wooden splinters will likely fly in every
direction. As such, wearing a clear, full-face mask is a smart
idea, in addition to using your safety goggles. The shield is
easy and can be flipped up when it is not needed, while



simultaneously keeping your face away from most of the
flying chips when you are operating a tool.

Using sharp blades and bits

A slow cutting tool is a dangerous instrument. If a saw blade
isn’t as sharp as it should preferably be, the tool and the
woodworker may have to work harder to do their job. As such,
a sharper cutting tool should be used because it creates a
cleaner cut, so there are more than just safety benefits
involved.

Try using one extension cord

It is better to use one heavy-duty extension cord that is
complete, instead of a single one per unit. This will require
you to turn the cord in order to switch from one tool to
another, thereby requiring you to plug and unplug the power.
Thus, you’ll be more mindful of the need to disconnect the
power while making adjustments to the bit or blade.

Safety glasses

Safety glasses are a vital piece of protective equipment. There
are several types of safety goggles but they all share the same
features, namely that they shield your eyes from dust and
debris.

Disconnect power before changing the blade

Whenever a blade or bit on a power tool needs to be changed,
make sure to always disconnect the power tool from the
electricity before beginning to change the blade. Many
woodworkers have lost their fingers by ignoring this basic yet
essential rule.

1.2 Shop safety
Wear appropriate clothing

As indicated earlier, make sure to avoid loose-fitting garments
as you wouldn’t want any of your clothing to get caught in the
blade of a saw or cutting handle. Wear clothes that are suitable
for the environment in which you work but that will also



protect your body from any irritating wood chips that can fly
off while cutting any wood. Remember to remove any hanging
jewelry, including neck chains or bracelets, before starting.

Avoid distractions

Distractions are a part of daily life and this is no different in
the woodshop. If you are called or interrupted when you are
operating a power tool in the woodshop, remember to always
finish making that particular cut before turning your attention
to something else.

Always check for screws, nails and other metal

Before beginning a cut, always check the stock you are
preparing to cut for any metal nails, bolts or other similar
material. Nails and saw blades that spin easily are not a good
match as this cannot only damage the cutting head and the
stock but can also lead to a potential injury. As such, inspect
the stock before cutting it or, better still, use a metal detector
to verify this.

Don’t reach over a blade to remove cut-offs

Do not put your hands anywhere near the moving blade while
holding a table saw or miter saw, particularly while trying to
remove waste or cut-offs. Wait till the blade stops moving and
then you can move the cut-off. Better yet, using a scrap or a
stick, move the waste away from the blade or wait until the
saw blade has stopped moving. You should also note that
switches can be turned on unintentionally, so even if the blade
has stopped spinning, do not relax and put your hands too
close.

Avoid drugs and alcohol

Working with wood while intoxicated can be quite dangerous
so make sure to stay out of the woodshop when you’re under
the influence. Although cracking open a beer or six can be
tempting while working on a project over the weekend, avoid
doing so until you’re done with the task at hand. If you are
safe and sober while operating any power tools, you will be far
less likely to have any problems.



Always work against the cutter

Woodworking power tools are built so that the direction in
which the tool moves over the wood is in the opposite
direction of the cutting movement. In other words, a bit of a
router or a saw blade should be cut against and not with a
particular motion.

1.3 Collecting dust and ventilation
These are a few tried and tested tips to keep your shop cleaner
and make sure the air is safe to inhale.

Remove the big pieces

A garden rake is not a typical piece of shop equipment but it is
certainly useful to remove large pieces of debris that can block
the hose of your vacuum before using it.

Cord holder

Vacuum hoses can end up getting tangled together on the floor,
serving as an underfoot hazard. That is why it is useful to
make a container in which you can store your hose. Make sure
to also roll it up before inserting the mounted bolts in the
corrugated hardboard as the holes will be removed while
tightening.

Timer delays air-filter shut-off

An air-filtration device can be installed in your shop and
connected to a 60-minute timer-operated outlet. This will help
the filter to pick up any dust that may remain in the air after
you leave. However, you don’t have to remember to come
back and turn it off later.

Fence as a cyclone collector

Attach a trash-can separator to a dust-collecting model and
then insert its liner into the container, which will make it easier
to carry the chips to the curb. Prepare a 2x4” fastened fencing
wrapper which fits within the lining of the garbage-can. You
should make it an inch or so smaller in size than the base of
the lining in order to prevent any damage. Roll up the sleeve



while emptying the can and move it around from both sides.
Then, pick up the bag, seal it and move it to the door.

Increase table-saw dust-collection efficiency

Creating flexible covers that fit over the wide openings at the
front and rear of your table-saw will considerably improve
your dust collector’s efficiency. You can make one by using a
1⁄8” tempered hardboard and flexible self-adhesive magnets,
which can be bought from a craft supplies shop. You should
only take off the covers when you need to use the blade.

Secure unstable air purifier with rubber straps

If you want to manage dust in your underground workshop,
you can install an exhaust device on your roof and hang this
from the joists with lag hooks or eyebolts. To prevent any
noticeable jostling of the device, you can hang the air filter
with flexible vacuum-cleaner straps on the poles. The belts
will support the machine and the friction and noise will
therefore decrease. As a backup plan, if the belts get damaged
over time, you can install shorter chain lengths.

Clamps for quickly disposing of dust

If you work in a small shop, you’ll need to move
your heavier stationary equipment out of the way while they’re
not in use. That means you can still attach and detach your
equipment to hoses that are meant to capture dust. You need a
hookup that you can secure and detach easily, which you can
easily make by buying the pieces from an auto-parts store. You
will need a steel spring clamp made and a hose. If the hose is
cut in the workshop, you should pop the rivet ends in the
spring clamp’s jaws. Then, squeeze open the jaws and slide the
clamp over the dust hose and free the jaws. This enhancement
can stay on the hose. Since the threads of a hose clamp are still
intact, you could make adjustments to the slight tension or
width if appropriate.

Clean the container inside the bag

Place the unit in a wheelie bin and move it back and forth
many times if the pleated tube in your store vacuum is clogged



with fine sawdust. The debris will settle in couple of a minutes
and 95% of it usually will end up at the bottom of the
container.

Hole-sawing made easier

Every time you add a hole-saw to the drill press and are
struggling with dust accumulation, you can do a quick hold-
down, which will keep the hose of the shop vacuum near the
hole-saw. You can then make a series of progressively deeper
cuts with both the hose and vacuum clamped in one place,
further raising the hole-saw of the workpiece between the open
plunges. This clears the sawdust from its teeth, which makes
the holes easier to make.

Place vacuum on skids for faster cleaning

Try to raise the height of your floor nozzle by attaching a few
skids to the edges as a simple way to improve the functioning
of your vacuum. Then, bring the base of the nozzle about 1⁄8”
above the surface. As the skids are lifted, the surface nozzle
cannot stick to the ground or go over bigger wood chips. The
skids should be made of solid wood. Then, weld the ends
together to prevent the blocks from hitting any small bumps on
the floor.

Make a window to monitor dust

If you run a lot of lumber through your 15 “planer, you’ll
never know how full your dust collector’s bottom bag is until
it’s overflowing. To solve this problem, cut a 3x6” hole near
the top of the bag and put in a 15-mil plastic window so that
you can you see when the bag is filled.

1.4 Keeping the workshop tidy
Manage your workshop time more effectively by making use
of the following tried-and-tested tips:

Next to the workbenches and power tools, you can use
a double-layered foam carpet pad to create a
comfortable but cheap anti-fatigue mat. Use a kitchen
knife, scissors or tin snips to cut the pad to fit. Outline



the perimeter with packaging or duct tape to prevent
tripping and keep the curling edges in place as
following the safety rules at the shop is of utmost
importance.
Can’t really afford an air filter for those dirty
woodworking shifts on the weekends? Here is a twist
on a traditional tip. You can connect a furnace with a
loop and a hook to a filter inside of a box fan’s inside
its air vault. Hang the vent between the joists at the
ceiling. Then, turn the generated vacuum on so that it
can suck in tiny particles of dust from sanding and
sawing into the filter.
In order to clean your vacuum cleaner without filling
the backyard and your lungs with a month’s worth of
shop particles, stuff it into a plastic bin before
proceeding to grab the container’s open edge and tap it
gently to dislodge the particles. Place the bag on the
floor, wait for the dust to settle and finally remove the
container and empty the bag.
If you have an old wooden tennis racquet gathering
dust in the shed, you can drill a hole in the knob and
place the racquet underneath your workbench so that it
can swing freely. You can then use this tool to carry
instruments or other small objects.
Cover your safety glasses by placing them in an old
shirt that you can hang on your wall so that they won’t
get dusty while remaining scratch-free and easy to
spot.
When you drop your keys, nails, or any little bits of
metal on a dirty shop floor, a magnetic broom can
sweep everything up in an instant, excluding the dust.
You can put a sideways plastic container out over the
magnet and then begin sweeping the area. The
hardware will attach itself to the heavy magnet when
you “sweep” the board. To unload and bag the metal
pieces in one quick step, just move the bag away from
the magnet.



Although rubber shelf liners fit well in toolboxes,
alternatives are cheaper. You can cut a non-slip rug mat
out to match a drawer of any size and prevent tools
from slipping around.

Top-shelf safety glasses

Place your protective goggles in your dishwasher’s top rack
after you have finished a long woodworking session. Usually,
blowguns can be opened with a specific pinhole size that is
perfect for blowing small bits of wood and metal away.
However, typhoon blowguns have some gaps and a flared tip
that is often 2.1 lbs. You can clean your whole working
environment with one as it is extremely powerful. Its switch
consists of a specific mechanism that enables you to control
the power instead of just switching it on or off. This is a sure
way to keep your woodworking workshop tidy.

1.5 Shop tool maintenance
Woodworking is almost impossible to carry out if you have
blunt tools. The difference between a beginner’s mindset and
that of a professional craftsperson is that beginners frequently
want to try to use tools that have lost their sharp edges.
However, experienced woodworkers spend some time
sharpening the cutting edge before proceeding with the task at
hand. A blunt tool does not do a good job as it may be slower
and can thereby increase the risk of injury. The relative word
in this case is “sharpness.” Since the cutting action actually
involves wedging or splitting, this mark is so small at its finest
point that the surface may appear “perfect” to the naked eye.
The sharpest edge will appear to be the convergence of two
perfectly flat surfaces at an infinitely small angle. However,
that is inaccurate.

An experienced woodworker who uses certain tools is likely to
know that the edge will become blunt after such a short time,
even if he or she is doing the comparatively light work of
shaving. If used on wood, it will break before it gets too far in
its first stroke. The angle at a cutting edge must be a balance



between the fineness necessary for a sharp edge and the force
needed to make the edge stand up. A tool that is routinely used
on softwoods can have a slightly finer angle than one intended
to be used on hardwoods. Most tools are sharpened in practice
to an angle. In general, there can be no perfect surface as the
two sides of a cutter that intersect to form an edge fall short of
the ideal. If a cutting edge were to be studied under a
microscope, it would be seen as serrated, similar to a saw. The
goal of sharpening is to make the serrations as small as
possible, coming close to the impossible yet ideal meeting
point without damaging either of the two surfaces. How near it
can be depends on the job and the predicted effects.

Carving tools require a sharper edge than, say, a chisel that is
used to cut the approximate form of a block of wood. The size
of the serrations on a sharp tool correlate to the amount of grit
used to sharpen the surface. Sharpening serves as the act of
scraping off both sides of the edge surfaces of a tool before
they meet. Sadly, a very fine abrasive may be used to
gradually achieve the finest edge cuts. It will take an
impossibly long time to try to fix the edge of a very blunt tool
on a very fine stone. As a consequence, sharpening also means
dealing with finer stones successively and removing the marks
of the previous one. Grinding and sharpening or honing are the
two principal measures that enable you to have a sharp point.
Grinding is the term used to describe the excess metal removal
process, whereas sharpening refers to the method of actually
making something have a sharper edge. The grinding and
sharpening bevels are distinct in certain instruments, such as
chisels, whereas the bevels are the same in other tools, such as
knives. Sharpening can be done multiple times before grinding
is required.

Oilstones are also used to sharpen woodworking equipment.
Similar stones are used with water for some items, like the
cutting tools used in agriculture. However, oil enables you to
have better control and provides a better finish. Of course,
since water and oil don’t mix, you can’t use the two lubricants
on the same block and instead can use any thin oil. Craftsmen



once preferred oils, such as neat’s-foot oil, which is still
available, although thin lubricating oil has been found to be
just as good. The oil lubricates the steel and helps remove
stone particles. It also reduces the heat that is caused by the
friction of sharpening, which could be sufficient enough to
temper a thin edge, rendering it brittle. Thick oil will prevent
the tool from making the necessary contact with the stone. If a
stone gets stained with dirt and sticky oil, a solvent should be
used to clean it. Kerosene is perhaps preferable to a thicker
film as heating a stone or soaking it in kerosene in an oven
will allow soil to come off and old oil can melt away. A dry
stone that is used may obtain a glazed appearance, which is
why it must be soaked.

A stone that is about 8x2x1” is ideal for simple sharpening. In
some cases, it should be kept. While a combination stone with
coarse and fine grits on opposite sides will be sufficient for the
sharpening of most tools, several stones may be required.
When a stone has not been in use, it should be cleaned and
placed under a cover. Many natural stones had been usable at
one time as they differed in coarseness because of their origin,
although most were fine. While a strong natural stone is still
suitable for the fine finish, a processed stone must be used for
most purposes as they have the advantage of having similar
grit size but are preferably coarser than most natural stones.
The oilstone itself is wearing away alongside the tool’s steel. If
the wear is even, this will not matter. However, if grooves are
formed by narrower tools, the whole width of the stone, which
is essential for large tools such as plane irons, becomes less
effective. Tools should be rubbed over the stone surface as
much as possible as this is necessary for tight tools.

While a small gap in the length of the stone may be
insignificant, unevenness in its breadth may make it
impossible to use the stone on broad-edged instruments. An
oilstone may be rubbed down on a coarser stone, which
becomes rough. Both will be worn so it will remove the high
spots on the oilstone. The final leveling with the grinding
compound can be achieved on a sheet of glass that is ideally



coarser than the stone grit. Coarse emery cloth that is held
against a flat surface with some stones should work. However,
this is a slow process and it may be safer not to use a stone in
this state. For the purpose of sharpening, a knife blade can be
used. Bluntness can be apparent from a blade’s inability to cut
but this often happens. If the edge is kept to reflect light, a
white line of light along the edge will show that it is blunt. In
such cases, special attention is required. For most sharpening
of the freehand, one hand can keep the tool at the correct angle
while the other hand applies pressure. The operator normally
keeps the cutting edge facing away from him or her and since
the knife on both sides needs to be polished, this requires one
to switch between their hands. Some people turn over the
blade of a knife without changing their hands. However, it is
easier to have the right sharpening angles if the blade is
pointing away.

1.6 Pitfalls to avoid
Safety

This is one of the most common pitfalls that woodworkers are
likely to fall into as their eagerness to get the project on track
may lead them to forget about the most important element of
woodworking: protection. Since you will be handling sharp
objects, you need to make that sure your whole body is
covered in case a blade flies off the saw, which can actually
happen! Please make sure to also use safety glasses, gloves
and overalls. The more clothing you are wearing, the better, as
this will keep your body safe.

Take it easy

A classic mistake that people do when starting out is getting
ahead of themselves when beginning a new project due to their
excitement. However, slowing down is key to preventing
yourself from making multiple mistakes due to over eagerness,
such as injuring yourself or damaging the wood. The most
common reason behind workshop accidents is hastiness. As
such, the best tactic in this kind of situation is to go for a walk,



stretch or take a break. Remember during your break that
prematurely rushing in order to complete the project will
potentially cause you to lose time as well as money in case of
errors, aside from the possibility of injuring yourself.

Measuring

What’s the point of being a woodworker if the calculations
aren’t going to interest you? You could argue that you already
weighed the wood so that you are not to blame if the legs of a
table are too low. However, the easiest way to destroy a
woodwork project is by failing to accurately measure the
wood. You need to weigh, calculate and measure the wood
again to guarantee that you have the accurate measurements.
Take into consideration that the tape measurement, pencil and
saw blade each has a thickness. Failure to recognize this could
cause the cut to be as long as a half-quarter or two inches.
When you aren’t measuring accurately, the only way to avoid
cutting a piece that is too small is to intentionally make it a
little bigger. That way, you can cut it once or twice again if
you need to determine the proper measurements.

Storing wood

Looking for wood before and while working on a project is as
equally important as having the right size measurements. If the
wood quality has already deteriorated, doing everything
correctly will not matter since the wood is in poor shape.
Levels of humidity and moisture can affect the wood’s shape
and quality, with wood warping occurring if the wood is
misshapen because the water content of the different sections
of a piece of wood is changing inconsistently. Wood shrinks
when it contains more moisture but if it absorbs less moisture
it can also swell.

Proper storage means avoiding deformed wood. How
someone stocks or stores wood plays a big part in
accumulating warped wood. Some of the best practices for
maintaining the uniform thickness of the boards include
putting a stack between them as piles of lumber should
generally be placed on a rather flat floor. Don’t forget that the



stickers have to be positioned vertically and make sure not to
stock up on more wood than your storage can handle. Placing
the equipment and other bulky items on top of wood can also
be harmful as wood requires ventilation, which can be
accomplished by arranging the material in such a way that all
of its surfaces are exposed to the air. You should also ensure
that your lumber is stored in a tidy, covered and dry storage
area at a low temperature.

Taking on extra work

It can be exciting to start a project but it is vital not to get
ahead of yourself. If you’re a beginner, don’t take on major
projects. Aiming to build a wonder of the world when you
have little experience is most likely going to result in disaster
and won’t do you any good. Woodworking requires that you
build upon the experience you have accumulated, which
means that you can only start with small projects. The best
approach is to get as much practice as possible which requires
you to build similar kinds of products multiple times before
moving on to those which are more complex. The effect of
these measures would be to have higher-quality goods and
waste less time and resources on errors.

Tools

The “one-size fits all” notion is not a philosophy that you
should exercise in woodworking as wood varies in
consistency, texture and scale. An instrument that works with
one project will not necessarily work with another. It is
incredibly important to choose your tools carefully as this may
be the difference between a successful or failed project. When
deciding which resources to buy, you should consider several
matters. Firstly, while high-quality tools are important, this
doesn’t mean that all of your tools need to be new. You should
look for exclusive deals and check out sturdy second-hand
tools that are in good condition. Even if you are not really
using a particular product, is it worth your time to buy it new?
Try to find instruments that can accomplish more than one
mission. Since woodworking consists of various tasks, it will
be expensive to buy a tool for each stage of the operation.



Blotchy finish

One reason why mottled finishes can happen is because of the
use of different oil finishes. The reason why some finishes
come out blotchy is because certain woods can absorb varying
quantities of oil, which makes it take on an irregular look. The
issue with mottled finishes is that once the process has been
completed, it can’t be fixed. One way to prevent this is by
considering these issues before you complete the project. One
way in which you can prevent your wood from becoming
blotchy is by filling any crevices with pore-filling items before
adding the final coating. Another way is to apply a finish, such
as varnish, that is non-absorbent and will simply dry on the top
of wood rather than absorbing it.

Too much sanding

While some woodworkers think sanding can make the wood
extremely smooth, it may also have an adverse impact. Certain
types of wood, such as birch, become fuzzy when they have
been heavily sanded. What tends to happen to the wood when
excessive sanding takes place is that the fibers on the surface
tear and form fuzz. In such cases, the best option is to use grit
or a lower-grade grit, such as 120-grit sandpaper, which can
help sand out the furs.

Rocky table

There’s nothing more annoying than having a rocky dining
table. Unfortunately, this mistake has been made by most
woodworkers. To ensure that it doesn’t happen again, you
need to make sure to cut the legs to exactly the same length.
The best way to achieve the same length is to simultaneously
place them on a panel-cutting jig and run it through the saw.
The other thing to consider is that when you’re gluing it, you
should make sure to get the table square. If the table is wobbly
even after you’ve fixed it, all you have to do is change the
length of the legs.



Chapter 2 Woodworking Basics: Tools and
Wood Options

Wood and tools are the essence of woodworking. Becoming
involved in woodworking involves the selection of the proper tools
needed in order to complete a particular project. As you become
more experienced, you will begin to use a wider range of tools. This
skill makes it easier for an artisan to master hand tools first. Working
with hand tools offers one an understanding of the issues involved
and a feel for wood for most beginners. There are plenty of things
that can only be done by hand, regardless of whatever power tools
you will eventually add to your tool list. If you want to replicate
examples of earlier craftsmanship, power tools will make the work
more straightforward than was the case for the original woodworker.
Still, when it comes to the actual cutting of joints and other more
refined techniques, there is no substitute for hand tools and the
experience needed in order to use them efficiently.

 

2.1 Wood
Part of the reason why this craft has continued to inspire generations
of woodworkers is the exceptional types of wood you can choose to
create something with, such as pine, oak or bubinga. Every plank of



wood you’ll find has a specific hue, pattern, style, and emits specific
sounds when being shaped. Wood serves as a natural manifestation
of the past decades or even millennia. There is no other material that
enables you to create elegant, functional items that have a strong
affiliation with the environment. However, since wood is a natural
element, it must be handled and shaped in specific ways. You can
notice, for instance, that even when a tree becomes a table, the
pattern of 

expanding and contracting does not end.

 

Types of wood

There are over 60 different commercially-marketed tree species
which can be used worldwide for woodworking, with different rules
specifying how these types should be handled. For woodworkers,
this represents too many options as the right option for a particular
project is not always the very first wood type to catch your attention
or what you had in mind. Trees and the wood they produce are
typically classified into two separate groups: hardwoods
and softwoods, with the difference between the two groups being
decided based on how the two kinds of trees shape up. The source of
this misunderstanding is embedded in the reality that many
softwoods are generally “harder” than hardwoods, such as in the
case of the yellow pine, a softwood that is harder than basswood, a
hardwood.



Oak

Oak is one of the most commonly-used types of wood in furnishing.
While there are many varieties of oak, most of them have similar
woodworking qualities. While oak has a very distinct, sought-after
look, working with it can be rather difficult. However, it is still
possible to overcome such challenges and still get great results from
your oak woodworking projects by following specific instructions.

Maple

Maple is yet another widespread type of wood that is used to make
furniture. It is relatively robust and similarly has a very distinct
appearance when it is used properly. In general, working with maple
requires one to practice several times before the desired look can be
attained, particularly when applying a finish.

Poplar

Poplar is a more practical type of hardwood that is commonly
painted on in woodworking projects. While poplar can be stained, it



is not a very attractive wood when it is stained as it often displays
brown or grey parts rather than lines of grain in the wood. However,
it is useful as a structural wood since it’s relatively inexpensive and
robust, making it an excellent option for the construction of drawers
and other similar items.

Pine

Pine is one of the three types of softwoods that is commonly
available in stores, making up the SPF class of spruce, pine and fir.
However, pine cannot be used for everything as certain robust
varieties like long-leaf pine can be used to make impressive
furniture designs.

Ipe

Ipe is a very controversial Brazilian hardwood known for its strength
and durability under the sun. One of the debates in the woodworking
realm revolves around whether the wood can be harvested from a
rainforest or a farm that specifically grows this type of tree. There
are ten different Brazilian ipe varieties. Although it has a distinct
appearance and is widely used as a deck material, certain
precautions should be taken when working with ipe.

Hickory

Among other varieties of wood, hickory is well-known for its
toughness. In fact, the baseball player Babe Ruth scored multiple
home runs by using his hickory bat. However, many people do not
know that hickory is not a single tree species but consists of a group
of common characteristics shared by different tree species.

Beech

Beech is a very light wood that isn’t particularly unique or well-
known, with the exception of its use in brewing beer. However, the
absence of any defining characteristics can be positive in this case as
it effectively offers a blank slate for creative designs and it is
additionally able to appear polished at a fraction of the price of far
more expensive woods. Thus, this is an impressive hardwood that
can be considered in specific projects that don’t require one to use a
knotted or strongly-grained wood.

 

2.2 Hardwood vs. softwood



Hardwoods

Hardwood trees are broad-leafed, deciduous trees that grow fruit and
nuts and normally lose their leaves in the winter. In addition,
hardwoods are porous, implying that they produce open-ended
wooden cells, which are known as elements of the vessels that
transport water and sap to different parts of a tree. Oak, apple,
cherry, maple and poplar are several types of hardwoods that exist.
In addition, many imported tropical trees are often hardwoods,
which are also called “exotic trees,” including mahogany, rosewood,
ebony and teak. Several other imported wood varieties’ names may
only be familiar to old-time woodworkers like bubinga, padauk,
purpleheart and cocobolo. Most people will likely use domestic
hardwoods such as cherry or oak for their woodworking, such as for
the purpose of furniture making, cabinet making, creating built-in
designs and paneling. However, with regard to the construction or
installation of drawer fronts or pulls, decorative lines, door panels or
other decorations, you should consider integrating small quantities
of exotic and expensive imported woods into your designs.

Softwoods

Softwoods are usually evergreen, cone-bearing conifers that are non-
porous, meaning that they don’t possess the elements contained in
hardwoods. In general, softwoods are used in flooring, molding,
construction, paneling and making cabinets. The most popular
softwoods in the United States (US) include redwood, pine,
hemlock, oak, cedar and spruce. However, softwood types such as
pine form the majority of the wood you’ll see near your house. In
general, softwoods are less costly than hardwoods and lighter in
weight. When shopping for pine and oak at a supplies store, you will
find that oak wood will likely cost you more money and would
require extra effort from you in order to place it into your cart. The
comparative cost of different kinds of wood vary considerably,
especially upon considering the nature of individual products and
where it is being sold. There are several reasons for you to plan to
start experimenting with softwood frames, such as pine, in case you
are a beginner in woodworking. Pine is readily available, costs less
than other kinds of wood and its softness can make it easier to cut
and work with. Since it is less durable than hardwoods, like
cherry and oak, it is much more likely to crack or be damaged when
you are working with it. Hardwoods also have more complex
patterns of grain and often have more diverse colors. For several



projects, softwoods like pine serve as an excellent option, especially
if you are majorly concerned with the price. In case there are parts
that you want to paint, the grain of the wood is not noticeable
anyway. However, you might want to consider dealing with
hardwoods earlier. Thus, you can learn to work with some higher-
quality material without spending too much on expensive materials
as you attempt refine your skillset.

Heartwood and sapwood

The part of the bark from which a piece of wood is cut also
determines its color. For example, cherry is a reddish-brown wood
and walnut is a rich, dark brown. However, the cherry and walnut
wood that is darker in color come from the center of the tree. A
tree’s heartwood is the tree’s core wood, which is older and dormant
because the cells are dead. A tree’s sapwood is the wood that
surrounds the heartwood. The sapwood contains the sap in the living
tree and it is between the roots and the crown. Typically, it is lighter
than the heartwood, sometimes being a creamy or off-white color.
You’ll often see a section of darker wood from the heartwood beside
a lighter sapwood section within a single hardwood piece, such as
from a cherry tree. In order to maintain the consistency of the color,
especially after pieces are painted and finished, many woodworkers
will only use one form of wood, usually the heartwood, in a single
project or even for all of their woodwork.

2.3 Tools
Of the tools that can be used, several are heavy, immovable devices
whereas others are lighter, portable self-powered tools and many are
attachments to electric drills or other small power-driven equipment.
Obtaining a wide variety of power tools may seem appealing;
however, there are reasons to avoid this aside from their tremendous
cost. The enthusiastic amateur woodworker who plans to do a great
deal of work may feel that the price is justified but beginners often
do not have money to spare. In any case, the amount of equipment
that is available can be disconcerting, leaving novice woodworkers
unsure as to what power tools would ultimately fit their needs.
While the initial investment is a significant consideration, there are
undoubtedly other more important considerations for woodworkers
who want to advance to become craftsmen or craftswomen. If you
are using hand tools or power tools, the outcome will be determined
by your ability to handle them. Power tools help you to obtain your



desired results faster and often more accurately, with less effort.
There is no merit in the laborious process of cutting a large piece of
lumber by hand when a power saw can do it for you. You will have
to buy the wood that is already cut into the sizes that you want. The
ability to use hand tools will also allow you to better use power tools
whenever you wish. It is only when you cut wood by hand that you
will be able to appreciate and understand what happens to wood
fibers when a specific cutting action is performed on them. If the
outcome is not something that was expected, it is more likely that
you will be able to understand the issue by practicing how to use
hand tools. Since power tools are powered electrically, you may be
entirely reliant on hand tools for work, say, on a boat that is away
from the shore or in the boondocks for a project outside. You may
not need the wide variety of hand tools that were considered
essential just a few generations ago to most woodworkers. However,
there are still some simple things that must be purchased and may
even become your favorite tools which you might rely on most
often. Not only are right-hand tools very fun to have but they are
also a significant investment for those who wish to become artisans.

2.4 Essential hand tools for woodworking

Despite some suggestions made by many woodworking TV shows,
woodworking is not just about big, costly stationary power tools,
such as table saws, planers and band saws. Woodworkers regularly
use simple hand tools to measure, layout, mark, fasten, cut, chisel,
and undertake many other activities. A simple collection of
necessary hand tools will help you get started in woodworking and



will be just as useful to learning more skills and acquiring more
advanced instruments.

 

Claw hammer

Everybody has likely used a hammer at some point in their lives.
Although there are many models of hammers for different kinds of
applications, the most versatile model is the claw hammer with a
flat, slightly-rounded “finish” handle. Choose one that isn’t too hard
but feels comfortable to the touch. A 16- or 20-ounce hammer serves
as a perfect starting point.

Layout square

A pattern square, which is also widely called a speed square or a
rafter square, is another invaluable woodworking tool. Aside from
being one of the fastest and simplest methods to mark a straight line
for end-cutting, it can also be used to easily map any angle up to 45
degrees or to measure up to 6 inches. Whenever you’re in the
market, it’s a convenient tool to carry in your back pocket or nail
bag.

25-Foot retractable tape measure

For all forms of daily measurements, a typical retractable tape
measure can be used. You can use a tape measure with both regular
and metric markings for ease or you can have a separate tape or ruler
for metric measurements. Remember that the hook at a tape
measure’s end is designed to swing back and forth slightly in order
to help you get the same measurement when you loop the tape over a
board’s edge or press it against something. The hook’s thickness is
compensated for by the movement.

Utility knife



Another essential tool for the woodworker is a utility knife with a
locking mechanism that uses disposable blades. This versatile
cutting device can be used when a knife is required to scribe a mark
on a piece of stock, clean up a hinge mortise or any of a number of
other uses. It is also better to use a heavy-duty utility knife with a
metal casing instead of a lightweight cutter case.

Chisels

A finely-sharpened chisel is suitable for seal and mortise waste
cleaning. A chisel can make extremely accurate, clean cuts and
notches like no other woodworking tool when used with a proper
technique. Traditional woodworkers and craftsmen have many
chisels’ styles and sizes. However, the handiest sizes are ¼”, ½”, ¾”
and 1” long.

Level

You need a level when determining whether a piece of stock is a
perfectly horizontal top or a vertical plumb. It’s good to have one
long level that is 24” or 36” long and one torpedo level for various
project sizes and spaces, which is around 6” to 12” long.

Screwdrivers

In certain cases, a power drill is useful for driving screws, although
some projects require a manual screwdriver to feel fine-tuned. Both
flat-head and Phillips screws would need a few sizes. The three most
common sizes of Phillips screw tips are # 1, # 2 standard, and # 3,



from small to big. This also helps one get simple square, Torn, and
star driver sets.

Sliding bevel

A sliding bevel is somewhat similar to a square, except that a
locking mechanism can be used to move it to any angle and lock it
into place. This is useful when doubling an angle.

Nail sets

A nail set is a tapered metal punch used to flush or sink nail heads
just under the wood’s surface. For most nail sizes, a limited
collection of three different nail set sizes should be sufficient.

Block plane

A small block plane is the last absolute requirement that any
woodworker ought to have. This traditional tool is used to scrape
thin wood shavings and is invaluable in helping you clean up edges
during assembly.

Basic tool kit

While most homes have basic tools, such as a hammer, pliers, a saw
and a few wrenches, these items are usually misused. In poor repair
work, most woodorking craftsmen prefer to have equipment that is
specifically suited to their trade. There should be at least one saw
amongst the first things that were acquired. If you buy wood that is
already cut to a particular length, a fine-toothed backsaw can do
most of the sawing. A tenon saw with 14 or 16 teeth to the inch is a
decent first option, which should preferably be 10” or 12” long. If
you are more likely to produce rustic or general carpentry furniture,
a handsaw that is 18” to 24” long with 8 or 10 teeth to the inch
would be more useful. A steel smoothing plane, such as a Stanley
No. 4, is the best first choice of planes for most woodworking.
While this tool cannot easily carry a rough sawn board to a good
finish by itself, it can do all the finishing to scale, and can fairly
successfully be used around an end grain. If parts need to be finished
to scale or a few shavings need to be removed to make certain parts
fit, this is the tool that you need. It is usually used with both hands,
but it’s small enough to sometimes use one hand when you have to
use the other to do the work. If you stick to woodworking, you’ll
likely feel like you can never have too many chisels. A bevel-edged
half-inch chisel is a fine general-purpose tool to start with. Bevel-
edged chisels cost a little more than square-edged ones but they do



the same things with the added benefit of getting close to angles.
Almost any hammer can be used but the most practical is a 12-ounce
one. It may have a narrow peen on the end opposite the hitting face
that can help access confined areas or a claw to remove nails,
especially if you are more likely to do outdoor carpentry. This can
further require the use of screwdrivers in many sizes, whereby long
ones offer better leverage but are not going to help you get into
confined spaces. Start with one that has a blade that is 6” long and is
no wider than 3⁄16”. You may add larger and smaller ones later but
first rely on fine, simple screwdrivers instead of a ratchet or other
special styles.

If you are using Phillips-head screws, you’ll need two or three sizes
and must have the means to make holes. Small hand-powered wheel
braces have chucks that can carry drills up to around ¼” in size. This
is a better option for screw holes and does more careful work than an
electric drill, even if you already have one, as power drills go too far
rather quickly. The standard carpenter’s brace is also important in
order to be able to make larger holes as the range of bits now
available is much greater than that available to previous
craftspeople. Several styles have screw-like twists in the shaft,
which will do what a simple middle bit can do; the parallel twists
keep the tool straight when drilling deep and are worth the small
extra cost. Since cutting tools need to be sharpened, a basic tool kit
may include a sharpening stone. A double-sided stone that is about
8” long will enable you to sharpen your tools in relation to fine and
coarse surfaces. Since applying lubricating oil to the stone requires
an oilcan, you must also be sure to buy the latter.

Although the list of miscellaneous tools that can be collected is
endless, some simple items worth considering are a good knife
(ideally with replaceable blades), a pair of pincers to remove nails,
pliers (preferably with vise-style locking pinions), a spike (such as
an ice pick), a rule and a square. The dividing line between a simple



tool kit and a more extensive one is open to individual interpretation
but you should start with the tools listed so far. You can later add
more if you feel that it is necessary.

2.5 Power tools
Throughout history, human beings had to rely predominantly on the
strength of their arms and legs to operate instruments and tools. To
operate machinery, the strength of horses and other animals and
water and wind energy was harnessed. However, even then,
woodworking wasn’t generally dedicated to making furniture and its
purposes weren’t as varied as they are now. Moreover, most of this
hard work was done by hand, with people spending days cutting
boards out of a log. In addition, early computers were mostly
powered by hand and the wheelwright had a small hand-wheel
turned lathe. In India, craftsmen also used wood to make bows and
Native Americans similarly used wood to start fires. Treadle lathes
may not be obsolete but in cases where they were not completely
abandoned, they were converted into an electrical drive.

In essence, power tools are instruments that operate through a motor.
While machines may be set up to carry out repetitive functions, the
power tools that the woodworking craftsman typically uses require
one to have as much expertise in the operation of hand tools. A
power tool’s benefit is mainly its ability to do all the hard work,
allowing the user to focus on skill and control. Some cutting
techniques will exhaust the muscles in the arm and can lead
woodworkers to create unsatisfactory work. However, a power tool
does not get tired and it maintains its work efficiency as long as it is
properly managed before it is shut off. Electricity powers different
types of woodworking machinery. One motor with sufficient power
can drive a shaft from which belts and pulleys transfer power to
different tools; by shifting the belt from fast to slow pulleys, a
machine can be taken in or out of use without switching the motor
on or off. This means the transmission dates back to the days when
steam and oil engines were in use as one power source was
necessary to drive several machines in this way. An electrical motor
may replace another power source in several installations without
having to modify the equipment in use. It is unlikely that new
constructions of this kind will be justified unless they are determined
by the unavailability of, for example, an adequate motor or shafting
and other transmission equipment. It is more common for machines



to be motorized individually. This is more convenient as the motor
can be operated by a lever, allowing the cutoff to serve as a guard
against overloading. In addition, no belts or shafts need to be
protected and nothing needs to be kept running with the exception of
the machine being used. This means that instead of using a motor for
each system, you can use a motor that requires less power for
multiple transmissions than the single one required.

There is an intermediate way of using electricity. Several machine
tools are mounted stands, either designed by the manufacturer or the
customer, which use a single motor included in the assembly to take
their drives. A device like that has the advantage of being
lightweight, which is a valuable quality in a small store. A table saw
and planer may be mounted on either a drill chuck or a sanding disc,
which can be driven through gears or belts by a motor or be
interconnected by shafts and clutches. However, the problem with
such an assembly is how the work size, the space to move in or the
ease of handling a tool is limited, typically because something is too
close to another during an operation. However, many of the
combination tools available for home workshops enable you to use
multiple power tool operations in various ways. The next step,
which is the most common and sensible if the room is available and
the cost is reasonable, is to have each power tool powered by its own
small electric motor, which is either built-in for direct drive or
installed nearby and driving a short belt. In the days of flat belts, to
ensure there is a maximum grip, it was important to have pulleys
placed far apart. However, V-belts can now be very similar. Two
distinct types of tools can be used by built-in motors: the tool can be
placed on a stand and the work can be carried or taken to it. An
immovable machine is best suited for heavy work as others, such as
a turning lathe, offer few advantages over portable equipment. A
compact electric motor is light and it can easily support its weight
and the tool it operates.

Essential power tools for woodworking beginners

Many beginners think they should examine their budget before
beginning woodworking and worry about how they can manage such
expenses or they may start purchasing a whole store
filled with power tools. Fortunately, when beginning this craft, one
does not need to spend much money. There are only seven
woodworking tools that a beginner should have on hand from the



outset and most are reasonably cheap as almost any project can be
completed with these instruments.

Circular saw

Although some think that a circular saw is a tool that is used for
carpentry and is not a suitable woodworking tool, others disagree as
no simple power tool that can be handheld is more flexible than this
saw. When it is used with a straight edge clamp-on, it is just as
effective as a table saw and can perform quite a number of similar
tasks, such as cutting plywood or fiberboard of medium density
(MDF). A standard circular saw can be your first purchased power-
tool when you are beginning woodworking and have a budget.

Power drill

A corded power drill is more flexible and efficient when talking
about simple power woodworking equipment. One of the advantages
of such tools is that they are cheaper and more compact. When you
are selecting a corded drill, you will have several choices to
consider, including its size, texture, features and the table that you
believe is best suited to your budget and needs.

Compound miter saw

After you’ve selected the ideal table saw for your woodshop, a
compound miter saw should be the next big purchase to consider. A
composite miter saw is useful for cutting angles that are beveled,
mitered or through compound cutting, which is not as costly as a
standard table saw. A composite saw allows you to bend the motor’s
head in two directions so you can cut both straight angles or miters
and beveled miters composite cuts. While a 10” saw would be
enough for many beginners, a 12” one has slightly more advantages.
Some models have sliding saw heads, which can cut angles and
crosscuts on boards up to 16” high. When you improve your skill
with a compound miter saw in such a way where you can make
precise cuts, you can find that your circular saw is spending more
time in the box and that your table saw will not be used as much.

Router

A good-quality router is the last tool recommended for any beginner
woodworker. Routers are used on workpieces in order to form
decorative contours and they are excellent for cutting rabbets and
dados. Many routers that are available today offer two separate
bases, a stationary base and a router base for a dip. However, most



beginners find that a standard stationary base model can take care of
several tasks and can even be placed in a router table if you wish to
invest in one. You can choose a model router that has the capacity of
at least a 2-hp engine. Other features that you can look for are
electronic variable speed controls as slower speeds should be used
for larger cutting bits, a soft-start system and an easy-change bit
range (preferably with the option to use both ½” and ¼” router bits).

Electric drills

The first power instrument you can buy is an electric drill. Electric
drilling is easier and less laborious than using hand tools. In some
cases, the electric drill’s higher velocity produces cleaner holes than
a slow-turning belt. The size and weight of an electric drill are
related to its chuck ability. Although a large chunk ability can take
smaller bits, it is a sloppy tool for making small holes, frequently
resulting in broken bits and inconsistent work. As such, it is
advisable to have a range of no greater than ¼” for your first drill.
Most of these drills are handled easily and can be operated with one
hand. Some cheap drills have chucks that can be turned by hand as
they have a loose grip. It is also much easier to have a drill with a
key powered chuck, which has a parallel feature that grips any drill’s
cylindrical end from 1⁄16” up to the chuck’s size. It is useless
without the key, which should always be returned to the clip or any
other storage space provided by the drill. It can also be placed on a
string that is connected to the power cord. The simplest electric drill
has one velocity only as electric drills with varying velocities are
associated with metal drilling rather than woodworking. Morse-
pattern drills are typically powered at the maximum speed, in
accordance with the chuck’s ability. With ¼” shanks, woodworking
bits up to around one inch in diameter can be obtained to match the
electric drills. While high speed can be used on any softwood for
any size of the bit, it will be easier to lower the speed for the larger
bits in order to prolong the life of the drill motor.

Morse-pattern drills can be used to drill holes up to ¼” long.
However, when power-driven, they can create cleaner holes than
those made by a hand drill. Upstream of this dimension, bits can
vary from those used for hand drilling. One explanation regarding
the use of an electric drill is that a good first power tool can be used
as a power source for other operations. The chuck takes the shafts of
other items in the same way that a drill bit is needed. Toolmakers
have created a very wide variety of items that an electric drill can



fuel. It appears appealing to have the concept of using one power
source for a whole range of different instruments. In some ways it is
but only when it’s easy and quickly adaptable. Some drill
attachments take a long time to be installed and others may only
succeed with a modest performance. In addition, some may only
slowly do what a hand tool may do more quickly. For example, a
small planer powered by an electric drill might be a novelty.
However, the results are not the same as those achieved by a more
powerful electric planer in terms of speed or upon finishing with
hand planning. An attachment that works satisfactorily in itself loses
all of its importance if it takes a long time to set up and, conversely,
takes as long to uninstall, in order for the drill to be used again
normally.

There is some value in adding attachments to electric drills.
However, in the long run, an enthusiastic woodworker would do
well to ensure that each of his or her electrical tools is self-powered.
That way, everything does what it’s been programmed to do, without
sacrificing secondary functions for insufficient control. Most
importantly, it’s there and ready to use at any moment, requiring no
lengthy setup or alteration of anything else. Considering this, there
are a few items worth getting that can be used for an electric drill.
One is a sanding disc, which has multiple functions but is basically
just a rubber disc mounted on a mandrel that fits into the chuck.

It is possible to place a polishing cover made of a buffer material
over a sanding plate. Metal cutters and hard mineral-coated discs can
be used in place of rubber-mounted abrasive discs. For the purpose
of holding other items, a mandrel with a threaded end can be used.
Similarly, a grinding wheel, with the electric drill in its bench stand,
can be clamped between washers and used for tool sharpening and
the same mandrel will fit into a wire brush. There are many other
rotary tools that can be installed but these are mainly for working
metal or plastics. For the electric drill itself, a flexible driveshaft
with a chuck at the end may be used on a drill to enable tools to be
used in spaces that are extremely small.



2.6 Choosing tools that are right for you
 

You get what you pay for as a higher price often enables you to get
better-quality goods. However, higher prices should not be
acceptable in certain cases. For example, a simple tool that does one
job properly is better than one that has been designed to do another
tool’s work in some way as well. Often, the purchase of a hybrid tool
is justified; nevertheless, tools that have stood the test of time and
were designed in a manner that experience has proven to be the best
are preferred for simple woodworking operations. While boxed
collections of hand tools can be purchased, this ultimately means
that the tools were selected by someone else. You might find that
some of the resources aren’t quite what you’d have picked for
yourself.



Even if the overall price of a boxed package could be cheaper than
the amount you will pay for the tools individually, any potential
benefits will be offset if one or more of the tools is of no use to you.
Moreover, while the box fitted for the tools can seem appealing,
there is typically no space to store other tools that you would
probably purchase later. Another downside of buying assembled sets
is that some may be of inferior quality seeing as a poor tool is a bad
buy — at any price — especially when it’s a cutting tool.

In addition, bad-quality steel that has been wrongly hardened and
polished can never have a good cutting edge and no matter how
carefully it is re-sharpened and mounted, a poor-quality saw can
become blunt easily. A screwdriver that bends or has an end which
twists when a load is placed on a stubborn screw has no place in the
tool kit of an artisan. One offered as a gift is about the only
appropriate use of a pre-assembled tool kit. Otherwise, it is easier to
personally pick equipment and buy the best you can afford. One way
to get decent tools at a low price is by looking for equipment sales
once owned by a deceased or retired craftsman. Provided that the
tools were not allowed to rust and that items such as chisels were not
worn away until they became useless, the fact that they were used by
an artisan can be almost be considered to be a guarantee of high
quality.



Chapter 3 Setting Up Your Workshop
For all sorts of reasons, the thought of designing something by
yourself is quite appealing. Unfortunately, finishing a project
can be challenging if you don’t have a workshop and the
equipment you need is in a state that is ready for use at any
time. You will need to get acquainted as to how to set up your
simple workshop properly and stock all the materials within it.
The first step to creating a wood workshop is prioritizing and
recognizing what you need for now. For example, an
appropriate location has to be determined in order for you to
set up the wood workshop. Workshops may be situated at your
home or in a separate location. However, the basement is a
more suitable place as you can get to work on your
craftsmanship whenever you feel like it. You should
consider planning for an extension before constructing a
workshop, keeping in mind that you might outgrow your
current workshop at some point in the near future.

When constructing your workshop, several considerations
need to be taken into account, including the accommodation,
ventilation, air conditioning, power needs, lighting and noise
control. A conventional woodworking workshop includes a
storage area for lumber, a tool storage area, a workbench and
an area dedicated for stationary tools and finishing. It should
provide enough room for you to move from the bench to
the walls with ample space for big, wide boards and panels to
be used. Managing how you efficiently collect dust is also a
significant factor in the design of a workshop. When using
both power and hand tools for woodworking, controlled
sanding operations produce significant quantities of dust in the
air that can easily be inhaled. Adding a dust collection
mechanism at the source can decrease the amount of dust that
would become airborne. If you cannot afford a workshop right
now, a small area of work in the corner of your house is
ideally suitable. To start woodworking from scratch, all you
need is a workbench and an assortment of basic hand tools.

3.1 Planning shop space



The first step while developing a workspace is to decide how
much of the space is available to you. While starting off, you
will find yourself in the garage or in the basement with limited
space. You will need to measure the room so that you can
make a decision about where to place your equipment as static
power tools like a table saw or planer will take up lots of floor
space. If you’re building a workshop and intend to stack this
equipment on the wall while its not in use, you’ll still need to
calculate storage dimensions. A place for placing the
workbench is additionally important as it provides you with a
workable surface along with a vice-holder to help protect the
wood while handling it. In addition to storing power tools on
the wall, you’ll need a designated space for the hand tools and
additional power tools that you’ll acquire. Finding a suitable
storage location for items such as bar clamps can make life
simpler and more enjoyable while woodworking.

Making space for the wood you will accumulate and use is
also essential, especially for drying greenwood and ensuring
that fragile materials can be put away safely without being
damaged. Therefore, it’s a good idea to begin by cleaning the
area you plan to use and taking accurate measurements of the
space so that you can decide which tools or objects should go
in specific parts of your woodworking area.

3.2 Equipment and organization
Basic equipment

Without all the proper equipment, you can’t have a workshop
as a woodworker ought to have a proper collection of basic
equipment. There are a few separate handsaws with standard
teeth that can be used in lumber milling along with rip cuts
and crosscuts. Various rulers and measuring instruments will
be needed like SAE. You can begin with a few two-foot
level boxes as they help to keep items level and fastened
during an installation and they can also be used as a couple of
revolving sticks while levelling wood surfaces in combination
with such hand planes. You’ll also want a few labeling aids as
well as soft label products, such as pencils, awls and markers.



Another good investment will be a scale for marking or, where
possible, a mortising gauge. A decent circular saw should be
included in your portable power tool set along with a jigsaw.
Tight holes and zero-effort, moving, long-winded fasteners
also make for a battery-powered drill and ratchet array. In
addition, no woodworking shop is complete without an orbital
sander. If you plan to use some stationary equipment to launch
your station, a good miter saw is a good choice for beginners.
Using a planer can also be useful for stock specifications and
for super-precise drilling, a drill press is also useful. Lastly,
make sure you have in storage the requisite protection
equipment. This entails at least a pair of goggles for privacy,
ear protection and a few gloves. A healthy shop is a clean
store, so even though you have a dedicated dust cleaning
machine, you’ll want a store vacuum to keep the working
areas tidy.

Organizing tools

Keeping your workspace tidy is important to having an
enjoyable and healthy experience as you will be spending
quite a bit of your time doing some actual work rather than
looking for and sorting through equipment. Tool chests also
serve as a perfect location for things to be stored while not in
operation. Such chests are bigger than a toolbox, meaning you
can hold more items in them easily. You may also receive a
range of designs incorporating innovative resources to meet
your needs. Pegboards outside the chests are perfect for
constructing a formal market. In addition, fastening the
pegboards over your bench helps you install hangers that are
beyond your arm’s length. You can also place some hand tools
on these hangers when they are needed. Mounted ceiling
hangers that keep a hold of your electrical cords and additional
functioning lights are another storage choice worth exploring.
To hold T-squares and I-beam timber, air hoses and massive
six-foot carpenter heights, several individuals can use their
roof hangers in combination. If you do not have room for all
the types of fasteners you each possess, you may use a tool
bag or a bucket bag to keep them out of the way. Speaking of



tool bags and boxes, the amount of things that should be stored
under your workbench in such containers would scare you.

Portable equipment

In your store, giant stationary machines take up a lot of space.
This would not apply if you had to work in a wide office with
thousands of square feet. Although fitting a decent table saw in
the cabinet may be difficult, some of the better hybrid table
saws come fitted with wheels and hardware which makes them
easier to move when necessary. You may need to order or add
any if you do not have this hardware in your facilities. To keep
your power tools secure, even while in service, there are
plenty of aftermarket tables that are available. If required,
finding one with such wheels would enable you to carry a
power tool into the work area of your shop whilst enabling you
to get it out of the way while it is not being used. Folding
tables are also useful because if you do not need them, a table
with brackets mounted into the wall may be pulled out. If
you’re just starting, get a few sawhorses to place a panel or
door on it as they tend to build up and fall down easily.

3.3 Completing the build
Ventilation and temperature

If your workshop is not in the house or is, for instance, in your
basement, the temperature of the environment outside will
affect it. If you live in a geographical location with relatively
consistent weather throughout the year, this will make matters
easier for you. However, if you’re living in an area with humid
summers and snowy winters, you’ll need to make adjustments.
A fan can be all you need in warm weather. You will need
something such as, for instance, a corner-mounted water
cooler if it gets too humid. If your workshop gets too hot and
humid, you can’t work in it. Then you could consider making
your routine a little bit earlier in the morning or somewhat
later in the evening when it’s cooler. You’ll also want to add
more than just layers of clothes during the winter months. At
the very least, you’ll need a heater that is portable. If your



shop’s temperature drops below the freezing point, make sure
that you have safely stored sensitive products (such as
varnishes) so that they are not destroyed in the dry, cold
weather. Proper ventilation is also a significant consideration
as it will help keep the moisture levels low and will prevent
overheating when it’s hot outside. Even more importantly, it is
necessary to have adequate ventilation when you are using a
variety of chemicals in your workshop. A lack of
proper ventilation will affect everything, including your eyes,
due to the chemicals’ toxicity, and can take you to the
emergency room when you are working with some chemical
substances. If you don’t have proper ventilation yet, then just
use chemicals outside of your shop. It’s better to be safe than
sorry!

Power consideration

You will need plenty of electricity for your shop to operate
optimally. Although you won’t need an outlet for your hand
tools, your power drill, for example, would need to be plugged
into an electrical socket. Your workshop should have outlets of
110V and 220V. A standard 110V household outlet can take
advantage of several portable power tools. Heavier machines
with low horsepower engines may often use these regular
outlets whereas larger power machines, most commonly static
equipment, can use 220V outlet motors. If you’re planning to
have equipment that requires a power supply of 220V, you can
dedicate one plug to every unit. If you prefer to only use
power tools with a power requirement of 110V, you should
still consider installing at least one outlet that is 220V. Take
your time when deciding where plug-in units should be located
when you prepare the types of outlets you’ll need. It’s
important to have easily-accessible outlets in your workshop,
especially if it isn’t too big. If you need to sit down to plug
something in, it’s going to limit the amount of fun you can
have while woodworking. Build most outlets for your shops to
the maximum permitted building code height as this will
enable you to plug in multiple types of equipment at once.

Creating proper lighting



At the workshop, having proper lighting is important. This can
come from many sources, not just a lamp or tube. Such
lighting can cast shadows on the surface of your project and
cover any imperfections. In general, a single source of lighting
should be enough. However, if you require an extra source of
lighting near or on the workbench, you can install two light
sources. When it isn’t needed, you can switch off the extra
light by your bench. An external mobile work light and two
torches mounted in one of the tool chests can also be set up. In
the market, there are many different kinds of lights you can
buy. Some old-timers still use neon lamps, with some
attachments including fresh LED beams. Although any kind of
light has its own advantages, you’ll want to customize the
lamp to your needs. A traditional rig or one with CFL lights
would suffice if you just plan to operate it regularly. By
contrast, you should look for LED lighting if you intend to use
it for several hours at a time in your workshop.

Completion stage

Constructing your own workshop is one of the most enjoyable
and exciting things you will do in life. It’s not a one-off job
here as you will constantly modify your workspace over time
as you buy new appliances. Thus, it’s important to learn to
work in the beginning and master certain techniques of
woodworking without equipment before you can gradually
start working on more demanding tasks. For this reason alone,
every new woodworker is advised to leave some additional
space for future developments. You should also keep in mind
that you don’t have to overwhelm yourself with matters
beyond what has been mentioned. Select and choose what you
want to focus on and pay for. It won’t be long until you have
the right workspace to motivate you.

3.4 Measuring and marking wood
Weighing an item implies equating one with another. We use
rules marked in feet, inches, meters and centimeters in order to
make measurements. Putting one against the other is the most
reliable way to compare pieces, avoid the intermediate use of



the law, and remove a potential source of error. Several
components can be checked in this way in practice. For
example, a gauge might be set to a chisel’s width, rather than
using some arbitrary measure to determine the cut size. When
several sections of an assembly have to adhere to specific
lengths or where the locations of joints and the size of shelves
or other items have to fit, it is better to use the edge of a piece
of wood marked with main positions to mark the parts of the
job rather than to measure each separately with a rule.
Naturally, parts must match but wood’s natural tendency to
expand and contract will also make precise engineering
impossible. A ruler or another measuring device with divisions
smaller than 1⁄16” or 1 millimeter is needed for most
woodworking purposes. Woodworkers used wooden rules in
the past, which were mostly folded to make them easier to
carry. However, this is more complicated when it comes to
joints.

The rules involved with working with steel are also more
specific. When drawing lines and measuring surfaces, a 1-
foot-long steel rule without joints and simple markings can be
used for most measurements performed on the bench and can
also act as a straightedge. A 2-foot rule with no joints on the
bench is equally useful but too hard to wield. The most useful
tool for greater measurements is a steel tape, specifically the
form that has a hooked end, which springs into a case. The



curved part of the cross keeps it straight over a fair length. In
general, a 10-foot-long tape would suit most of your needs.
Whereas a folding rule may be better suited for outdoor work,
a steel rule can be used for most items. Besides having a steel
rule as a straightedge, making a longer one from a well-
seasoned piece of straight-grained hardwood is worthwhile,
provided that there is a beveled edge and it is marked, it will
not be confused with any ordinary piece of lumber lying
around.

3.5 Tools for measurement and marking
From the basic chalk line up to the bevel gauge, there are quite
a few hand tools that are available to help you measure and
mark your designs. Naturally, every woodworker or person has
at least one or more good tape measure. It is possibly the unit
that is most used in or outside of the workshop. Tape
measurements are ideal for measuring longboards without
requiring you to bring a straightedge or folding tape. Many
tapes scale progress by either 1/16′′ or 1/32′′ increments. The
regular 1′ ruler, yardstick, and 3′ straightedge are other
products that you are likely to use a lot, such as for straight-
line calculation or even drawing. The most versatile and
important measuring devices are the 25′ or 30′ measuring
tapes, the 6′′ and 12′′ long squares, and the handheld angle
gauge or sliding T-bevel, which is an extremely flexible tool
that allows you to determine an exact angle. Another special
method is the center square, which can be used on a circular
object in order to locate the middle. For example, you can just
position it at the end of a dowel, line it up under the two pins
below, and then make a crosshatch to find the middle. Most of
the time, outer calipers measure the thicknesses of objects that
are turned on the lathe. They also seem to work well on new
furniture for spindle replacement and you can use them to
determine which peg goes into the seat or backrest.



Chapter 4 Wood Joinery and Finishing
Joinery plays a pivotal role in making or breaking a project. In general, the
harder the joint, the better and more reliable it is. That is why woodworkers
settle on the joints they would like to use in the early planning stages. Wood
joinery has been considered to be one of the fundamentals of woodworking
techniques. If it wasn’t possible to tie multiple wood pieces together in a stable
way, all woodwork projects would only consist of sculptures, made from a
single log of wood. However, with so many types of wood joinery, depending on
the job, woodworkers have various joints to choose from. You’ll be well on the
path to becoming a highly qualified professional woodworker if you learn these
wood joinery rules. While tinted furniture can serve as an option, it is essential
to add a finish in order to protect the wood’s surface. Without the finishing, the
wood will absorb heat, develop cracks, deteriorate and can even swell, resulting
in drawers and doors getting stuck when exposed to moisture. A strong finish
will prevent your creation from cracking and protects it from stains and swelling
while further improving the wood’s appearance.

4.1 Woodworking joints
Butt joint

Other
than the butt joint, there is no central wood joinery. A butt joint contains one
piece of wood most-commonly positioned at the correct angle or perpendicular
to the other board, which is attached with mechanical fasteners. As part of the
framing of buildings, this type of joint is often used on construction sites.

 

Mitered-butt

A mitered butt joint is similar to a normal butt joint. However, the main
difference is that the two panels are joined together at an angle instead of
being straight.



The
drawback is that on the mitered butt joint, no end grain can be found, which
makes it less robust but slightly more aesthetically appealing.

 

Half-lap

 

This kind of joint consists of the point where one-half of the two different
boards joined together are removed so that the main pieces can align with one
another. Although it can somewhat weaken the stability and strength of
adjacent boards, it is still a better joint type than butt-joints. These wood joints
are desirable in multiple projects due to their benefits.



Tongue-groove joint

You may easily adjust the joint and tie it together with the fasteners when you
link two boards close to each other along their lengths. This joint is far
stronger and has more adjacent surface areas, which can be particularly useful
when you are trying to glue the joint.

Dado joints

A joint dado consists of a square-grooved board that fits into another board on
one side. Like the tongue-groove joint, this one is also a wood joint that is
commonly used to join plywood together while cabinet making.

Rabbets joints



The rabbet is another typical wood joint that is used in cabinet making. In
essence, a rabbet joint is a die-cut on the edge of a wood piece. Rabbets are
also used to connect the back of the wood to another side of it at the end of the
cabinets and other similar assemblies, adding much strength and stability to
the project.

Sliding dovetail

 

A sliding dovetail is a flexible joint with many applications. An excellent way
to think of it is as a dice lock.

Biscuit joints

Cutting holes and using beechwood wafers known as biscuits to hold the
panels is another way to attach boards around the edges, such as in the tongue
and groove joint. This is a very effective, innovative woodworking joint that is



especially useful when creating tabletops as it relies on the swelling of the
glue and beechwood biscuits to hold the boards together.

Dovetail joints

Of all
wood joinery processes, the most respected is the dovetail because of its
durability and beauty.

 

Box joint

While the dovetail joint is solid and beautiful, it’s not always functional. A
box-joint comes in handy as an alternative to the dovetail.

Cut list

A cut list is directly linked to a bill of goods, which is also named a cut list. In
reality, they are regarded as one and the same by several woodworkers. It’s
essentially a list of all the parts needed to make a woodworking project that,
along with each item’s width, diameter and weight, includes a number for each
component. Without some of the expense details, you should think of it as a
bill of timber and sheet stock products. Its aim is to help you work out how
and when pieces of wood should be cut. It can be used to map out cutting lines
after the cut list is full. Some people finish the pattern on the heavy stock or
sheet stock directly, whereas others tend to do it on paper image boards. You
should also make sure to make provisions based on the width and ties (solid
stock) in any situation. If your project needs multiple pieces of sheet stock,
you may need to invest in a panel optimization software program that will do
the configuration for you.

DIY project: floating shelf



Tools required:

Pocket-hole jig, miter saw, stud finder, pencil, drill, hearing protection,
measure tape, pencil, safety glasses, hearing protection.

Material:

Pine, common boards, 1 ¼” pocket screws, 3 ½” wooden screws, large nail
heads.

Quantity of pine/ common boards:

Qty 2 1 x 12 x 72″

Qty 1 1 x 6 x 96″

Qty 2 2 x 4 x 96″

Cut list:

1 x 12 x 72″

71-1/2”

71-1/2”

1 x 6 x 96″

11-1/4” 11-1/4” 73”

2 x 4 x 96″

9-3/4” 9-3/4” 9-3/4” 9-3/4” 9-3/4” 9-3/4”  

71-1/2”  

Step 1: Assembly and installation

Drill pocket holes and assemble the frame using 2 ½” pocket screws.

Using a stud finder, locate the studs and secure the frame using 3 ½” wooden
screws.



Step 2: Assemble Box

Drill pocket holes and assemble the box using 11 ¼” pocket screws.

Step 3: Assemble Box

Drill pocket holes and complete the box using 1 ¼” pocket screw.

Step 4: Attach Box to Frame

Attach the box to the frame using 1 ¼” wooden screw.

Your floating shelf is completed.

4.2 Turning wood

It is greatly
satisfying to watch wood being shaped as it rotates in a lathe. Although
woodworking enthusiasts can become skilled and eventually produce
increasingly complex projects, producing basic work is fairly straightforward.
A beginner with a little practice can produce satisfactory, simple pieces.

 



Turned woodwork can be used as part of other wood constructions. However,
some items can be made entirely on the lathe, such as bowls and tool handles.
Turning wood can only be part of a traditional woodworker’s hobbies.
Although some craftsmen are interested in the lathe, they do very little besides
turning wood. Lathes seem to have been used early on when human beings
first mastered the use of certain tools.

 

 

 

 

 

4.3 Carving
 

The term woodcarving also conjures up fantasies of elaborate and intricate
designs carved into wood that depict stylized foliage or figures sculptured in
great detail. These carving examples, some of which can be found in ancient
cathedrals, took dedicated, professional artisans years to complete. However,
the word also encompasses many other, often less complex, wood-decorating
practices. Since ancient times, humans have used their primitive axes and
knives to shape and decorate wood, as can be seen in statues and relics used in
different traditional ceremonies. In general, however, woodcarving requires
the use of a wide variety of instruments as highly-skilled woodworkers were
able to produce different types of sculptured creations. Although much of such
carvings reflect the skill of the carver, it is much too intricate to be replicated
by the common woodworker in this era.



However, the term “carving” can also be considered too broad as not all those
who do this kind of work consider themselves to be carvers. For example, the
practice of shaping wood with only one knife is called whittling whereas the
term “chip carving” describes the practice of using a knife in order to create
geometric shapes in wood. Moreover, pyrography also refers to another form
of decorative woodworking where a pattern is burnt into the wood’s surface.

4.4 Finishing
Finishes include contaminants that may be toxic if they are handled without
adequate safety measures. To shield the hands, you are advised to wear
surgical gloves regularly and transparent frames or goggles to cover the eyes.
Any finishes release poisonous gases. Thus, it’s a good idea to have a fan
running either outside or in a well-ventilated setting in order to avoid inhaling
the toxic chemicals. You should also wear a charcoal respirator when working
with oil-dependent finishes and you should never work around any kinds of
fire (in relation to a gas stove or a fire fueled by wood). Rags that have been
stained with finishes are also a fire hazard so they should be placed in a
sealable container, such as a paint-can, and covered with spray. Every
furniture piece needs a finish, regardless of whether it is modern or old.
However, there is no single finish that applies in all circumstances. Although
at least ten variations and multiple finishing products are available, two major
types exist: penetrating finishes, which dry the inside of the wood, and the
type of finish that dries on the wood surface.



Penetrating finishes

Penetrating finishes are usually simpler to apply and have a more natural
appearance. While surface finishes are long-lasting, they do not have a very
natural appearance. In higher temperatures, linseed oil tends to get moist. In
addition, Danish oils fall under the category of penetrative finishes. Another
type of finish is tung oil, which serves as the favorite of many woodworkers
since it is quick to spread and has an enticing, natural appearance. You can
firstly place apply this oil with a cloth and then brush away any residue from
the wood with a tack rag. Next, shake the oil container and apply a generous
amount to a clean rug. Rub the oil directly onto the wood, applying more to
the towel if necessary. Wait for 5 to 10 minutes or, using a clean cloth, begin
to brush off any excess tung oil if the surface appears oily. Wait a few hours
before adding the next coat.

Surface finishes

While the surface finishes do not look natural like the penetrating finishes,
they are far superior and provide more durable protection. For daily pieces,
they are a great option and will become worn. On the other hand, tung oil dries
within the wood and most surface finishes (varnish) must dry on top of the
wood to produce a protective coating. These finishes can be applied with
brushes instead of rags and several oil-based finishes are applied using a
natural or synthetic brush. You should use a synthetic brush while applying a
water-based finish because water causes natural bristles to swell, rendering
them useless. You should also avoid cheap foam brushes because they wear
out easily and are not uniform. Choose a brush with a tapered end, where the
bristles have a nice spring to them. Tug softly on the bristles to make sure
they’re positioned properly as poorly constructed brushes will shed their
bristles, thereby sticking to the finish. Shellac is one of the most quick-drying
surface finishes available. However, it is used very rarely today because it is 



not very
resistant.

 

Varnishes provide much better protection and polyurethane is the strongest of
these. Polyurethane varnish is oil-based, so a natural or synthetic brush can be
used with it. Grab a stirring stick and stir the varnish into a figure-8 pattern.
Never shake the varnish as this will cause air bubbles to form and come to the
surface. Dip around ½” of the bristles in the varnish and tap off the excess so
that it falls back into the can. Start brushing from the center of the surface,
working towards the edges to avoid having any runs and drips. Smooth out
any bubbles by “tipping off,” meaning that you should keep the brush at a 45-
degree angle, and softly drag the brush in strokes along the surface’s entire
length without stopping. Upon applying the first coat, let it dry thoroughly and
resist the temptation to dab or add a finish. You have several choices to
prevent your brush from drying between coats: clean it, lock it in a jar to keep
it moist until you’re ready to use it again or wrap the whole brush in a
resealable plastic bag and place it in the freezer until you apply the next coat.

Creating a professional look

Although it’s called a surface-building finish, much of the polyurethane first
coat is absorbed into the wood. Various woodworkers’ techniques allow you to
create a smooth, protective shine when the second coat is applied. Since the
first coat of polyurethane fills most of the pores on the wood’s surface, the
second coat will not have as much to cling to. As such, use #220 sandpaper to
lightly scratch the hardened first coat in order to help the second coat adhere to
the first. This technique is known as scuff sanding. Make sure to wipe off any
dust produced by sanding using a tack cloth. Then, add the second varnish
coat similarly to the first. Any dust that settles on it can cause ruggedness as
the finish dries. Try the technique known as wet sanding to remove the
roughness from the final finish, removing dried-on dust without leaving any
noticeable sandpaper scratches. Next, fold a small square piece of #400 (or
finer) sandpaper. Upon applying a small amount of lemon oil, mineral oil or
baby oil as a lubricant onto the dried surface, proceed to sand the surface,



applying gentle pressure with your fingertips only in the direction of the grain.
Then, remove any excess oil with a clean cloth until the finish is smooth.

Preserving antique finishes

With their original finish, real antiquities are more precious if they’ve already
been professionally cleaned. Use the following basic techniques to help
preserve and restore an initial finish if it is scratched or rusty. The first step to
preserve an old finish is to use a mild furniture cleaner and a soft cloth to clean
it. Then, apply a thin layer of high-quality furnishing paste wax after the
cleaner has evaporated and wait until the wax starts to harden before buffing
vigorously with a smooth, clean cloth. The paste wax will form a smooth, thin
layer of security over an initial finish, which is widely recognized by antique
collectors and museum curators as a preservative. To prevent unnecessary
accumulation, add wax paste no more than once a year. You can also use the
same process described above for antique hardware and fixtures which have
become obscure. Apply a soft cloth to the furniture cleaner and then buff a
thin coat of wax paste. Original leather upholstery also needs to be covered
and preserved. Unlike wood, a little water does not damage leather, so you can
wipe off any dust and dirt with a damp cloth, taking care not to damage the
leather. Since aging leather is fragile, use a leather spray conditioner to keep it
smooth. You can also use paste wax as a protective layer for leather if the item
is likely to be heavily used. You may also clean antiques with a moistened
cloth that has lemon wax or a polishing aerosol applied to it while you are
dusting. Apply polish or oil to the rag and not to the wood as spraying an
aerosol directly on an antique will harm the finish. Make sure to frequently
replace dirty rags with clean ones because any accumulated dust will scratch
the surface of an antique. Lemon oil does not directly support the wood, it
only helps pick up dust from the fabric. Therefore, make sure to clean off any
oil that has been left behind.



CONCLUSION
There are just as many reasons for people to begin
woodworking as people are curious about whether they’ll
enjoy it. Each craft consists of a set of key ideas, practices,
resources, techniques, and materials, which are encapsulated
in this book as a guide to learning the basics of woodworking.
If you are interested enough to try it, this could quickly start as
a hobby and turn into an exciting career. As a hobby,
woodworking can be very rewarding and offer you many
hours of leisure alongside the satisfaction of creating various
items from wood. While some people enjoy doing the actual
woodworking, others prefer to collect and restore beautiful
works of art. Woodworking is both soothing and exciting,
particularly when you want to create stuff. All you need are
tools, hardware and basic know-how which will help you get
started. You can create a range of decorative objects, necessary
items and much more when you work with wood. The present-
day woodworker carries on a noble tradition in a profession
that is not only important today but will always be significant,
even if other fields contribute to some of its aspects and
innovations. Without much skill and possessing only a
minimum number of tools, the rookie woodworker can
produce useful objects in a short time period before moving on
to bigger things. Power tools also play a role in taking some of
the monotony out of woodworking. Nonetheless, anybody who
wishes to become proficient in this craft should learn hand
methods before attempting to wield power tools. The worker
can only understand the characteristics of wood in this way
and learn how to make the most of the material. Woodworking
can be dangerous since it involves the use of sharp hand tools
and power tools. However, by following specific and simple
safety guidelines, you can considerably reduce the risk of
injury. In order to be successful, safety rules must be followed
whenever necessary, without any exceptions. The first and
most crucial woodworking rule is to wear proper safety
equipment. Although hearing protection and latex gloves may
be required in different instances, a woodworker must always



wear his or her safety goggles. You must also decide how
much space you have and where you want to set up your
workshop, such as in the basement or garage of your house.
Stationary power tools can take up a lot of floor space and if
you are building a workshop to store these tools against the
wall when they’re not in use, you’ll still have to consider the
measurements of the area. While constructing a workshop,
several considerations must be taken into account, including
the accommodation, lighting, ventilation, power requirements
and noise reduction. The typical woodworking shop includes a
lumber storage area, a workbench, a tool storage area, a
stationary machine area and a finish. It should provide one
with enough room to move between the bench and walls while
simultaneously leaving enough room for one to use long, large
boards and panels. Efficiently collecting dust is also something
to take into account when designing a workshop. When you
use hand tools, most power tools and controlled sanding
operations produce significant quantities of airborne dust that
can easily be inhaled. Thus, using a dust collection machine
can reduce the amount of dust that becomes airborne.
Woodworking is one of the oldest crafts in the world and it not
only enhances your skillset also helps you become more
serene and focused, thereby positively affecting your outlook
on life.
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INTRODUCTION
Woodworking is a very interesting craft that you can and
should take up in your spare time. It is a practical skill that
includes carving, forming, and using wood to construct
something that is either artistic or useful – or even both!
Woodworking isn’t really physically taxing, and you can
generally work at your own pace. Its main principles are easy
to grasp and it is not too difficult to try out new woodworking
activities as you improve and further develop your skills. If
you want to fix some broken items in your house, this guide
can help you extensively. I have been a woodworker for a long
time, and with nearly every project I have made, I have
encountered new challenges. Nonetheless, it’s always
gratifying to use your hands and mind to design pretty cool
things for your house. Woodworking is also considered a
solitary activity, so you’ll likely enjoy woodworking if you’re
a little introverted and like taking on projects from start to
finish. There are two misconceptions about the typical
woodworker. The first is that they are usually grumpy shop
teachers giving students who don’t want to be there a really
dull class. The other is that all other woodworkers are old men
puttering around in their workshops in the attempt to build an
odd birdhouse.

In the present, these assumptions are not valid anymore. With
online forums and an abundance of equipment and supplies,
there is more variety in the field of woodworking today than
there ever has been before. There has been a massive increase
in the amount of people taking up woodworking over the last
ten years. This especially applies to women and girls, as it



wasn’t so long ago that there were only a few odd female
woodworkers here and there. In general, male carpenters are
more popular as there is so much that can be done in the field
of woodworking.

In addition, the second major increase in people taking up
woodworking is among millennials, especially men in their
twenties and thirties. I even hear from people who work in
Silicon Valley that they often have the urge to make something
with their hands.

The book explains to you the fundamentals of woodworking
and includes many interesting DIY projects that are simple and
enjoyable to work on.



Chapter 1: Workshop Essentials

 

This chapter explains a few essential insights related to your
workshop, including where you can do DIY projects to enhance the
decor and interior design of your house. There are many things that
you need to be extra careful of when woodworking. I have written
down a few basic things you can do to protect yourself from these
expected hazards. Moreover, safety measures are essential to protect
yourself and avoid accidents. You have to be extra cautious while
working!



1.1 External Safety Equipment
 

Some of the safety equipment that you need and should be located in
every woodshop include:

• Respirator: You should use this if you have inhaled hazardous
material and sawdust after undertaking activities involving spray
coating, sawing, sanding material, and treating wood.

• Safety Goggles: You need to protect your eyes against any
remotely harmful particles.

• Gloves: Keep your hands safe in order to avoid having any
accidents, like accidentally cutting your hand or finger. You must
also bear in mind that certain power tools, such as table saws, cannot
be used when wearing gloves. To find out whether you can operate a
particular tool when wearing gloves, please double check this online
as there are too many woodworking tools to recount and explain in
this book.



• Face protector: This is a bit similar to protective goggles but it
should be used to protect the entire face instead.

• Hearing protection: In every case where loud noises are emitted,
you should wear ear plugs or ear muffs. A woodworking shop
contains several power tools that are extremely loud and can damage
your hearing, so you should attempt to protect your ears to avoid
suffering from hearing loss.

• Metal tip boots: Boots with metal tips help protect you from
injuries in case you drop something on your foot.



1.2 How Do You Stay Safe While in the
Woodshop?
1. Strength Tools

In a woodworking shop, one of the most obvious ways in
which you can hurt yourself is by improperly using power
tools. Your main form of protection against power tool-related
injuries will be to follow the instruction manuals included with
your power tools.

However, there are a few main things you can do in general to
protect yourself when using different power tools.



1.3 Avoiding Risk
• Use edge guards on saws: This helps you refrain from
accidentally cutting yourself with your saw.

• Using riving blades on table saws: This helps reduce the risk
of kickback.

• Dead man’s turns: Whenever you are incapacitated,
immediately turn off your devices.

• Trigger switch activation keys: You should press on your
control switch to avoid unwanted start-ups.

• Electric blade braking: This is an internal component that
stops a spinning blade after you have pressed a particular
switch.

Options such as the ones mentioned above should be paid
attention to when purchasing a power tool.

Sawdust and Chemicals

Woodcutting and sanding will create a large amount of
sawdust, which is harmful to human health.

In fact, sawdust is considered to be a carcinogen that may also
induce serious allergic reactions in people who inhale it due to
contaminants that are present in certain trees and the soil they
grew in. Working with and being surrounded by chemicals is
quite normal when you are involved in woodworking.

As such, use an air respirator when needed to protect yourself
from any highly harmful airborne contaminants.

Dust collectors are also great to use in a laboratory to reduce
dust in the air as they suck it in, store it in a container, and



expel clean air.

Although it’s not the only tool you need, an extractor fan can
help clear up the dust in your woodshop.

Loud Noise

Noise is common in most woodshops. In addition, excessive
sensitivity to loud sounds can result in noise-induced hearing
impairments (NIHL) or tinnitus.

Noises above 85dB are deemed dangerous, which can force
one to use hearing aids.

Most woodworking power tools reach noise levels above
100dB, including a bench, miter, and circular saws.

All you need to do to protect yourself from such loud noises is
use ear muffs or ear plugs.

Ear Muffs or Ear Plugs

Both typically suppress about 25dB of noise. However, while
earplugs appear to be easier to use, earmuffs are more
comfortable.

Lightning

While bad lighting is not a significant safety danger in itself, it
can still be the source of numerous workshop-related injuries.

As such, using standard LED lighting in your shop can
improve your vision and help you spot any potential
obstructions.

Fire Hazard

Since wood is combustible and many substances used during
woodworking are explosive, it would be wise to invest in any



type of protection from fire hazards.

A quick-fire extinguisher will go a long way in preparing you
for the worst.

Other ways to protect yourself:

• Read and follow the guidelines on how to use power tools as
set out in the user manual.

• Do not begin working if a condition seems dangerous. Move
back and reassess it first.

• Hire a coach if needed in order to learn from the mistakes of
others.

• Use your PPE anytime that it is needed.

• Use resources for their intended purposes.



Chapter 2: Tools and Skills

 

In this chapter, specific tools are discussed that can help you with
your woodworking endeavors. There are also a few skills you need
to harness in order to obtain great results. While working with wood,
you must have sharp tools to make the work easier for yourself. This
chapter also discusses how you can get perfect results while working
on your project as well as essential things needed to complete your
woodworking activities. You can also work on improving your skills
as well.



2.1 How Do You Saw Through Wood?
Before cutting your wood, you need to study it first. When
trees grow, you will be able to count their growth ring layers,
which is quite a beautiful sight that is evident whenever you
look at a piece of wood.

Cutting wood along the grain is important – and it’s a bit like
petting a cat. You need to pet the cat in such a way where the
fur lies soft and flat against your hand, which can only be done
by petting the cat from head to tail (instead of petting it from
its tail to its head).

It’s also necessary to consider how wood expands and
contracts depending on the humidity levels in a certain area.



2.2 Sharpening Saws, Chisels, and Planes
 

So many people have perpetuated the misconception that sawing
wood by hand is a hard and boring task.

Woodworkers often say that you ought to “let the machine do the
job” in order for your work to turn out nicely. However, in order for
this to happen, you must make sure that you are using sharp tools.
You won’t be doing yourself any favors if you use blunt tools as you
may accidentally hurt yourself. As such, prior to cutting anything,
remember to sharpen your tools so that you won’t cut your wood
slowly or ineffectually.

When you feel like you need to move your chisel to finish a cut, you
may lose leverage as it pops free, and your tool can then accidentally
injure you. As such, learn to sharpen your tools, and you’ll find that
woodworking is easy and pretty effective.



2.3 Using a Hand Plane
 

Properly using a hand plane requires you to prepare and work a bit
harder to learn to improve your ability to cut wood effectively. In
such cases, the edge may be askew or the cap iron might be in the
wrong position. Although such issues require some effort to identify,
using a hand plane effectively is possible. I advise you to take out an
old plane you have stored in your garage, go on YouTube, and look
for videos on “tuning an old hand plane” or “how to use a hand
plane.” There, you will find more than enough hours of footage to
explain what you missed in shop class.



2.4 Using Hand Tools 

While you might have a table saw and a 13” thickness planer,
most people do not have these tools. You should also make
sure to avoid buying expensive tools and machines when
woodworking. Using hand tools is half the fun of working
with wood. Moreover, you cannot expect to learn the basics of
woodworking if you refrain from learning how to handle it
manually before moving on to working with power tools. As
such, I highly recommend that you follow the tried-and-tested
methods mentioned in this book in order to succeed. You
should also keep in mind that using the right tool for a
particular task or project is key to your success!



Chapter 3: Bedroom Projects

In this chapter, I have jotted down the easiest, simplest and
liveliest DIY activities you can undertake to brighten up your
bedroom. The bedroom is the place in a house where you are
likely to go to most when you feel sleepy and want to rest or
take a power nap. As such, it’s a great idea to improve the
décor of your bedroom so that you can relax in it when you
want to. The projects included in this chapter will help you
relax and enjoy the time you spend in your room instead of
hating it.



3.1 Wall Clock

Purchase all the required material you need in advance so as to avoid any
difficulties or inconveniences after you’ve already begun a project.

Supplies

Wood (shaped into a circle)

Walnut wood veneer

Clock face

Drill with a drill bit that is coordinated in size with a clock face
screw

Clock face and parts

Paint

Paintbrush

Spray adhesive

Spray finish (polyurethane)

Scissors



Pencil

 

Instructions

1. Lay out the wood on a wide part of a walnut veneer and draw a circle on
the back of the veneer.

2. Cut out the circular section of the veneer using scissors.

3. Place a thin coat of spray adhesive on the back of the wood veneer circle
and the front part of the wood circle in order to connect it to the veneer.
Then, trim the veneer so that it looks presentable and make sure the circles
match. Otherwise, you should smooth away any gaps or irregularities on the
surface. Allow the spray adhesive to dry for as long as is specified on the
spray bottle.

4. When the veneer is pressed back onto the frame, you may need to polish
the sides. If need be, proceed to sand the edges to make them smooth and
use your paintbrush to carefully apply polish to the edges of the wood. In
this case, you can use a strong, bold teal to make the walnut wood veneer
look more appealing. Allow it to set for a whole hour.

5. When the sides of the clock are dry, apply a transparent coat of polish to
the walnut wood. Then, apply some thin and clear paint to the face of the



clock. Wait for the clear coat to dry.

6. Once the clear coat is dry, check the core of the circle and use your drill
(with the matching drill bit) to create a hole in the middle of the circle.
Drive the clock’s central screw (the battery section at the back of the
device) into the clock’s central window. Then, position the clock face at the
front of the wood frame. The face of the clock will click or snap into
position quite quickly, thereby finishing your clock.

Set the time and proceed to hang up your new clock!

 

 

 

 



 

3.2 Display Shelf
 

Purchase all the required material in advance in order to avoid any
setbacks.

Materials

Wooden box

Thick blue paper (sticky or non-sticky; if you use normal
paper, attach it to the box with glue or double-sided tape)

Scissors

Drill or a nail (depending on how thick your wood is)



Instructions

1. Draw a box on the vibrant board. Then, draw a line down the
center, splitting it into two triangles. You’ll get the right form needed
to suit the insides of the package in this way. Cut out the outline of
the triangle.

2. Unless you intend to use it as a wall box rack, you’ll have to make
a hole. Based on the thickness of the wood, you may require either a
drill or a hammer and screw.

3. If your paper is sticky, cut and add a protective coating to your
envelope. If it is not, add a bit of double-ended tape to the sides
before adding it to the case.

You can choose to use paper instead of paint because it is much
easier to clean. You don’t have to waste hours choosing which color
to paint or worrying about the outcome.

A few bright pieces can be cut out, so you can decide which one you
want.

If you have run out of ideas, you can use a dark blue shade and pair
it with stone, silver, and gold accessories. This should turn out quite
nicely!

The best thing about the design of this object is that there are so
many options and it will likely complement your interior very well.



If you want a more polished feel, paint the whole package in your
favorite color as well.



3.3
Photo Holder
 

Purchase all the material you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks.

Materials

Wooden plank

Hand saw

Ruler

Pencil

Sandpaper

Tape

The paint of your choice



Instructions

1. Draw a ring onto the wooden board based on the size you
prefer and cut it out with a saw.

2. Use sandpaper to smooth its sides and extract any splinters
you may have with your hands.

3. Cut out a shape from the ring and smooth it out from the
inside again using sandpaper. Wash the triangle well in order
to remove all the dust and dirt and wait for it to dry properly
before continuing.

4. Label the places you intend to paint on both sides of the
wood  with tape.

5. Apply your favorite paint to both sides of the triangle and
wait for it to dry. I prefer to paint wood white, but you can go
with whatever look you want.

6. When it has dried, gently remove your tape.



 

3.4 X-Bench 
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Lumber

Polyfill 

Batting 

1’’ foam

Fabric for upholstery purposes

2 ½’’ pocket hole screws

Kreg Jig

Drill

2’’ SPAX screws

3/8’’ staples

https://amzn.to/2gdq6AT
https://amzn.to/2pTXKNY
https://amzn.to/2gdllHM
https://amzn.to/2GiVKtA
https://amzn.to/2GgYiZb
https://amzn.to/2pUaDHR
https://amzn.to/2gdmDSU
https://amzn.to/2eXrnWP


Staple gun

Stain or paint of your choice 

 

 

Instructions

Once you have cut out all of your wood and pocket holes in the
dimensions that are desired, make sure to sand down the boards
before continuing to assemble them.

I received feedback from other woodworkers on how to make the
twisted sections of pocket openings. You just place the base flat
against the Kreg Jig. 

Once you combine them, make sure that you set out the parts first to
ensure that the boards match each other well.

Please ensure that the legs fit into the pocket holes properly as you
wouldn’t want the legs to be attached to the exterior of the bench.

If you want, you can insert wood filler into the pocket holes. I opted
to leave mine as they are and to camouflage them by filling them
with stain so that they aren’t very noticeable.

How can you paint the bench with personalized pigment paint?

I used grey and dark stains combined together.

https://amzn.to/2J2O9wY


Upholstering 

I chose to install an upholstered top as I wanted to add a nice
seating area to my bedroom.

Cut 1’’ foam out based on the shape of the plywood you have. I
utilized some leftover foam I had from different projects.

You can use spray adhesive to stick the foam to the plywood.

Top the foam with polyfill, wrap it with batting, and then staple it
from the back. One way you can save money is to use the lining
from a couple of your pillows instead of polyfill.

Load it up and stitch the upholstery lining from behind.

Use 2” SPAX screws to attach the top to the structure by using
planes once the bench surface is upholstered.



3.5 Herringbone Headboard
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Plywood (4’x 8’ or 1/3’’ thick or 70’’ x 48’’ for the queen-
sized bed)

18 cedar boards (7/8’’ x 3’’ or 8’)

4 cedar boards (7/8’’ x 2’’  or 8’)

1 quart of pearl grey (Minwax Stain)

Polycrylic protective layer (finish)

1 quart of white-wash pickling (Minwax Stain)

Paintbrush

2’’ wood screws 

Clamps

3 wood glue bottles 

http://www.minwax.com/wood-products/stains/minwax-water-based-wood-stain
http://www.minwax.com/wood-products/clear-protective-finishes/interior/minwax-polycrylic-protective-finish
http://www.minwax.com/wood-products/stains-color-guide/


Miter saw

Drill

Circular saw

Instructions

Cut the cedar parts with your miter saw so that they are 18′′ inches
long. Upon sawing every sheet, place the parts onto the back of the
plywood. Place the bits in place so that they are perpendicular to the
butt joints, which should further be vertically aligned with the
herringbone. Chop the headboard until it is smaller and reaches the
edges. Then, double check to ensure that enough of the back of the
plywood is sealed.

Pull out the third one until all the pieces are in order. Then, dye one
piece blue and put it back in place. Then, select a few other random
ones to dye white. Rotate some of the pure cedar pieces to reveal the
rough side (whereas others should be smoother). Doing this step
shouldn’t take you too much time. In this case, you can apply crystal
grey and white wash paint to your headboard.

You can further apply a very thin coat to the coarse part of the cedar
on a few of the whitewashed parts, which allows you to see the
wood through the paint. You can add another coat to other parts so
that they look whiter.

Then, keep the board flat, hold down a piece of wood on the bottom,
and drive the rounded saw over it.



Proceed to assemble your structure by weighing each side as well as
cutting the wood at a 45° angle. Then, line up the shorter end on one
side while circling the other edge and proceed to cut it. I fastened the
structured parts to the headboard and then drilled wooden screws
into the structure around a circumference of 2 inches.

The last phase is to add the finishing protective layer, which brings
out the vibrant features of the cedar. Paint along the grain of the
wood and let it dry fully.

Putting the fixture on the wall can be difficult to do alone. As such,
have a friend or family member assist you to move it to the edge of
the bed frame. Then, using the stud finder, insert 8 screws into the
headboard and through the studs to ensure that it remains hanging on
the wall.



3.6 Hanging Nightstand 
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

1 2x4x8 timber board

Kreg Jig or other pocket hole system

¼’’ manila sisal rope, 50’ long

2’’ Kreg kig screws

Drill and bit set

Clamp set (to keep the boards together)

Circular saw or miter saw

Stain (optional)

Paint of choice (i.e. white paint)

Durable ceiling hook (holds up to 50lbs)

http://amzn.to/1T3AnvJ
http://amzn.to/1VLPKqp
http://amzn.to/1T3B08s
http://amzn.to/1LO2EyB
http://amzn.to/1VLQFqO
http://amzn.to/1T3AqY9
http://amzn.to/1n8AcB2
http://amzn.to/1T3BoDV


 

Instructions

Begin by measuring the dimensions of the room. Upon deciding how
big you would like your nightstand to be, use your circular saw and
split your 2×4 into 4 pieces that are the same size. You may require a
few additional frames if you want to proceed. If you’re not using a
saw and you already have your measurements, you can have a
hardware shop cut out the boards for you.

Use your Kreg Jig to fasten the frames and make sure to set your bit
to a depth of about 1.5’’. You should also use your drill as well as
the drill bit, which comes in the Kreg Jig kit. Always ensure that
everything you are working with is aligned to the part you are
connecting. In this case, it is going to be at the bottom of the table.

Keep your boards on the work surface, further utilizing your clamps
and a scrap board to prevent them from moving while you attach
them together. It also helps prevent the boards from being cupped.

Fasten the boards through the already-drilled pocket holes with your
drill as well as screws.

Swap the screwdriver with your drill and a ¼’’drill bit. Then,
proceed to drill a hole in every one of the four sides all the way into
the wood, which is where you’re going to tie the cord.

You can also paint the table or stain it to make it look more
distressed. To give it a more rustic feel, you can stain the complete



piece or paint it a color you like.

Remove the cord and cut the rope in half so that you have two 25-
foot-long ropes.

Grab one rope end and force the rope through one of the pre-drilled
openings. Then, tie a knot after forcing at least one foot in.

Squeeze that end into the other pre-drilled hole from the shorter side.
Then, utilize the other end of that very same rope length and tie a
knot. Repeat this step with the other rope. These are only temporary
knots, so they only need to be functional.

Hold the two pieces of rope and hook them together until they’re of
an equal length in order for the loop to be wide enough to attach.

Find the point where the stud crosses the middle of the room where
you’d like to mount your nightstand. Drill a hole there and insert
your hook.

Lift your nightstand to the hook and adjust it until it’s at the desired
height and angle. Then, attach new links underneath it to protect it.

You might opt to cut the excess string or loop it across the table and
tuck it loosely at the ends.



3.7 Plank Headboard

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Drill and bits

Air compressor and hose

Table saw

Wire wheel brush drill attachment

Pneumatic nailer

Boards 

Polycrylic finish 

Sandpaper 

Nails 

https://www.lowes.com/c/Drills-drivers-Power-tools-Tools
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Air-compressors-hoses-Air-tools-compressors-Tools/4294795218
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Table-saws-Saws-Power-tools-Tools/4294607762
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Wire-wheels-buffers-Sanders-polishers-Power-tools-Tools/4294607795
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Pneumatic-nailers-Air-tools-compressors-Tools/4294482091
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Dimensional-lumber-Lumber-composites-Building-supplies/4294402500
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Polyurethanes-Stain-finishes-sealers-Interior-stains-finishes-Paint/4294512268
https://www.lowes.com/pl/Sandpaper-steel-wool-Paint/4294607597
https://www.lowes.com/c/Nails-Fasteners-Hardware


Water-based interior stain 

 

Instructions

Apply a worn pattern to the boards. Use an electric drill to attach a
coarse wire brush to it and attach it to the work surface. Match the
movement of your brush with the grain of the wood and then brush
the top portion and side of the board along the grain.

Apply a water-based stain or paint and let it dry.

Sand the boards until the bare wood can just barely be seen. Apply
two coats of water-based polyacrylic paint to the wood and then
wait for it to dry.

Decide on the height of the headboard. Then, form a pattern by
creating rows consisting of various lengths of wood. Then, calculate
the measurements and cut the boards. Proceed to find the studs and
mark them.

Before nailing them in, pre-drill holes into the boards to make sure
that the wood won’t split. Then, starting from the bottom row,

https://www.lowes.com/pl/Interior-stains-Interior-stains-finishes-Paint/4294512270?refinement=4294696384


secure the wood to the wall, moving from the left to right. Directly
drive the nails into the studs to ensure you have safely fastened the
boards into the wall. Ensure that every item is leveled as you move.



3.8 Charging Station
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Materials

2×4 wooden piece

Furniture glides

Wood stain

Saw (table, miter, or jigsaw)

Drill

Router



Instructions

Make sure to use at least a one-foot long piece of wood that is a
2×4. This is to ensure that it stays put for long enough when you
are using the router. Start by following the phone’s foundation onto
the 2×4. Then, pull the router out.

You can proceed to cut the wood either using a saw or a power
tool. If you use a saw, the wood may have some small
imperfections. However, they won’t be very obvious once the
wood is painted.

Then, proceed to label the very point where the charger plug will
be inserted. Label it so that it is the same thickness as the end of
your charger.

You will also need a drill bit of the same thickness as the end of
the charging cable. Build a stand by putting the 2×4 on top of some
wood so that you can drill through it.

Make sure to hold your tool straight while drilling the hole. Create
a second and third hole next to each other, then move your drill
back and forth so that you can “link” the holes. Then, attempt to
pass your plugin through the hole to see if it fits. If it doesn’t,
adjust the size of the opening with your drill. If the size fits, then
proceed to sand your box and stain it.



3.9 Essentials Organizer

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

(Table) Saw

17 mm drill bit (depending on your ring size.)

Drill

Sandpaper

5 or 5.5 mm drill bit

18 mm thick wood board (redwood or pinewood)

Round wood, diameter of 45 mm

1 hex head screw M6 x 50 mm (optional)

Round wood, diameter of 17.5 mm 



13 screws, M6 x 30 mm

 

Instructions

Cut the wood

You need to cut the wood into the following sizes:

Lower piece (390 x 160 mm)
Back piece (372 x 135 mm)
Right piece (70 x 160 mm)
Centrepiece (70 x 372 mm)
Front piece (70 x 80 mm)

You will also need to cut the circular wood into these sizes:

Large circular wood Ø 3 pieces, 45 mm wide and 60
mm long
Small circular wood Ø 3 pieces, 17.5 mm wide and 38
mm long

Have the holes drilled



Drill the broad round wooden piece at the bottom.

Sanding 

Smooth the sides and polish all the sawed tops.
Sand the tops of the round wooden sides into a tiny
chamfer
The top sides of the boards should also be made into
tiny chamfers

Construct the organizer

You need to force the little round wooden pieces through the large
gaps, which can be a bit difficult. Then, proceed to create a hole
and fill it up.



3.10
Rope Shelf
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Materials

Rope

2 wall cleats

Boards/reclaimed wood (2 1″x6″ walnut boards and an
old 2″x4″ piece of Harvey wood)

Kreg Jig and clamp

https://amzn.to/2FCyXbX
https://amzn.to/2HzKipJ
https://amzn.to/2FCyXbX


Drill

Hole saw

Palm sander

Wood stain (i.e. weathering stain)

Miter saw or circular saw

Level

Anchors and screws

Scissors

Stud finder

 

Instructions

Determine how long the boards should be. Then, add a mark to
indicate where you want your rope holes to be.

Select a bit that will enable the rope to move freely (and on top of
the board, thread 2 ropes through each hole). This is the 1.5′′ part of
the rope. Drill the holes carefully into each sheet. It can also be
simpler to drill each hole halfway on each side of the board before
turning over the board and finishing it from the other side.

https://amzn.to/2HAYX3T
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/7557766/type/dlg/https:/www.homedepot.com/p/Ryobi-Carbon-Hole-Saw-Set-5-Piece-AR2109/206164364?AID=11556741&PID=7557766&cm_mmc=CJ-_-7557766-_-11556741&cj=true
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/7557766/type/dlg/https:/www.homedepot.com/p/Ryobi-18-Volt-ONE-Corner-Cat-Finish-Sander-with-Sandpaper-Assortment-P401/206354299?AID=11556741&PID=7557766&cm_mmc=CJ-_-7557766-_-11556741&cj=true
https://amzn.to/2DqW1nG
https://amzn.to/2paEN9X
https://amzn.to/2pbpyO5


Since the bottom board needs to be larger, you can use your Kreg
Jig to connect the broad 6′′ walnut boards. I drilled 3′′ pocket holes
into each segment, ensuring that there are 10′′ or so of space in
between each. You just want the boards to be able to line up so that
they can remain tightly connected together.

Then, paint them with your preferred reactive/aging paint before
attaching the boards. Wait for them to dry. This color is quite
beautiful and it really suits the overall design of the rope shelf.

You can attach the boards once they are dry by screwing in the
Kreg screws. Then, all the boards are ready to be hung.

You can use heavy-duty screws to stabilize and fix your cleats into
a stud, further using drywall anchors if required.

Attach your rope to the cleat utilizing whatever knot you’d like.

Thread your ropes through one of the holes on the 1st board and tie
a knot for it to rest on. While it can be great to have someone help
you, it’s also possible to do it yourself if there is no one around.

Ensure that the board is horizontal when threading the rope and
create a knot under the other opening. To keep your board stable,
change the knot as required by easing and tightening it again.

Repeat the same process of knotting and making the lower board
stable before cutting away any extra rope when it’s completed.

The weathered look of the shelf looks really great, don’t you think?



3.11 Wall-Mounted Desk
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Finish grade plywood (i.e. 16″ x 40″)

1 - 2″ x 4″ x 93″

Painter’s tape

2 - 9.5″ x 9.5″ bird’s mouth brackets

Paint

Pencil

4 – 3″ cabinet mounting screws

Paintbrush

Drill bits



Drill

Level

Instructions

First, decide where you want your desk to be set up. You can use
painter’s tape on the floor of your room to get a clearer idea of
where it would be best to put it once it’s complete.

Saw through the plywood until you have the desired size that you
want. It is much better to use the Kreg Rip-Cut along with your
miter saw. You can also saw through your wood nearly anywhere if
you place a bit of rigid foam insulation beneath your tool. Just make
sure that your saw blade can cut through the plywood.

Split the 2′′ x 4′′ stud so that it is 4 inches shorter than the top
surface length of the desk. Identify the space where the grips are
placed in your wall and label these points.

Pre-drill a few holes in the place where the studs are located in the
mounting plate. Tighten your screws a bit and use the screw head
diameter to make a deeper countersink hole. Then, drag the
mounting screws of the cabinet through one side of the mounting
plate and insert them into the stud. Use a bracket to determine the
stability of the mounting board and push the extra mounting screws
through the other studs.

Cut 2 bits of an 8′′-long shelf that is 2′′x4′′. Then, bevel the edge at a
45° angle as you split it for a smoother feel. Proceed to place the 2′′
x 4′′ segments under each edge of the mounting board.

Place two tiny screws within the keyholes of the shelf frame.
Position the bracket so that it is along the highest point of the
mounting board. Then, proceed to station it on the already connected
vertical supports next to the wall. Mark a spot with your pencil
where you want to place the screws.



Use your pencil to map the width of the keyholes in relation to the
screws. Once you have done this, you will see how hard it is to push
the screws through the bracket structure.

Connect the tiny screws to the vertical support at the place where the
pencil marks were made and drive them through until they reach the
point where each screw is marked.

Slide the bracket into the screws.

Next, pre-drill one hole via the tip of the bracket and through the
mounting board for additional protection. Pre-drill a second hole at
the lowest level in the bird’s eye bracket and push the screws in the
two pre-drilled holes to connect the shelf brackets close to the
mounting boards. Repeat this step for the second bracket.

Rest the desktop surface on the tip of the brackets. You may either
push the tiny screws into the top of the desk and into the mounting
board. Otherwise, you can also push a tiny screw through the bottom
of the bracket and into the top of the desk.

Insert wood putty into all the holes and wait for it to dry before
sanding. Then, paint the mounting boards, brackets, and desktop.

Allow the paint to dry. Then, paint some coats of polycrylic finish
on top if you want the surface of the desk to appear polished.



Chapter 4: Bathroom Projects

There are a lot of useful bathroom projects you can undertake
to maximize the functionality of your bathroom. Since this is a
space you visit several times a day to wash your hands, relieve
yourself, bathe, or get ready for an event or party, it is always
a good idea to set up the bathroom so that it can store all your
essentials. If you have additional space, you can even set up a
vanity table or drill a few wooden shelves to the walls to better
store your blow dryer and toiletries.



4.1 Bathroom Tray
 

If you have a spare piece of wood lying around, you can use it to
create a bathroom tray to place some useful items, such as some
candles.

Initially, add a coat of paint to your piece of wood and then sand it
down gently until the part is completely dry. Then, scrub it with
some steel wool so that you have a clean surface to work with.

You can then proceed to add a stain to the surface of the wood. You
must do this rather quickly, while being mindful of how long the
stain is on the material. This is because if it is kept on for too long,
the stain will be way too deep. If it is very dark, you can, of course,
always sand or even redo it and begin this process again.

Thus, if you only want to use a bit of the stain or polish, apply a thin
coat and then clean it off quickly. You may further use some steel
wool to sand off parts of it in patches. Lastly, you may apply some
Rub’n Buff to the edges.



4.2 Bathtub Tray
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

1″x 6″ x 3′ board

Cotton rope

Measuring tape

Handles or knobs with keyholes

Sander

Miter saw

American Stain (Minwax Early) 

Drill

Nail gun or hammer

https://amzn.to/2aZdEx4
https://amzn.to/2bwTop6


Minwax Polyurethane (oil-based)

Drill bits

Safety goggles

Wood glue

1.5″ finish nails



Instructions

Determine the depth of the bathtub you have.

Then, take your wooden board and saw through two pieces
that are about 1′′ wide (as these pieces will help keep your tray
in position). Then, split the board so that it is the size of your
tub and sand the wood until it is smooth.

Measure the rim of the tub and write on the board the
measurements. Maintain the position of the 1′′ strips beneath
your board and check to see whether it suits the inside of your
bathtub. However, you should also ensure that the tray is not
slipping sideways.

Then, apply some wood glue under the 1′′ bars.

Using finish nails, attach the bars to the bottom of the tray. Do
it again after flipping it over. Then, label the handle position
and using the wider drill bit, gently drill into the base of the
tray.

You can use the tinier drill bit to dig in the same place on the
tray. Then, place the screws of the handle in the bottom of the
tray and ensure that the screw stays in the wood.

Mark the board by adding the stain and let it rest for a minute
before cleaning up any run-off. Repeat this step until it
achieves the desired look. To protect your tray from water,
apply 2-3 coats of polyurethane. Then, let the tray dry. Insert
the handles into the tray and connect the two knobs with rope.
To keep the rope ties tight, apply a little glue to the knot.



4.3 Bathroom Cabinet
Drill 3/4′′ pocket holes into the top 1×6 braces with your K5
Kreg Jig after having sawed the edges, top, and bottom
sections for the main cabinet structure. You can use 3/4′′
plywood leftover scraps for the side parts and cabinet shelves.



The three pocket holes on either side should be on the opposite
side of the boards. Then, with your 1¼′′ pocket hole screws
and wood glue, connect the 1×6 boards to the sides of the
cabinet. The 1⁄6 boards should be attached to the sidepieces.

To know exactly where the base shelf is to be connected, you
should label the thickness of the 1×2 for the front of the
cabinet.

You can proceed to place the lower shelf with the lower brace.
Then, repeat this step for the top brace and shelf.  Next, attach
the front of the cabinet by using the ¾′′ pocket holes, wood
glue, and 1 ¼′′ pocket hole screws.

Next, attach the middle section.

You can use the Kreg Bar Clamp to keep the boards in place
while drilling the pocket hole screws in to ensure that they
match the 1×2 boards. Then, use wood glue to connect the
front of the frame to the cabinet. You can use your 18 gauge
brad nailer to secure it to the frame of the cabinet.

To add the cabinet cover, use the pocket holes that you cut into
the cover braces using one ¼′′ screw for the pocket opening
and the wood glue. The back of the top piece should be placed



against the back of the cabinet while the front and sides of the
cabinet should have an overhang.

You can also use your Ryobi 18 gauge crown stapler and ¾′′
staples for the top. While you can use finish nails here in
relation to when you add the thin backrest, staples are
preferred as they grip the surface better.

Once you’ve put the back piece in place, it’s time for the cut to
be made.

The wood should be sawed at a 45° angle. Then, label the
other piece of wood and make an identical cut at the same
angle.

Proceed to turn the cabinet upside down to fasten the cove
molding with wood glue and a nailer. Then, fasten the top cove
molding.

You can do this for the front part and then the sides. Saw the
piece of wood at a 45° angle in order to cut the sides. Then,
label the spot where you will use your saw.

You may also cover your nail holes with wood filler.

Proceed to paint your cabinet with latex paint.

You can also build and add a matted pine sliding door before
proceeding to saw off the corners with your table saw. To
construct the door, use ¾′′ pocket holes and 1¼′′ pocket hole
screws. You can also use the Kreg Face Clamp to keep the
boards flush.

To patch the hardware, you may use black building screws.
Then, utilize a French cleat to put it on, which should be a
very easy step. This will makes it a lot easier to keep the shelf
in place.



4.4 Vanity Storage
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

1×8 common wood (or pine wood) panels to be cut
and sanded [i.e. 2’’×17’’ (wide), 3’’×25’’ (high), and
1×7.5’’ long panels (for the single shelf)]

Kreg Jig plus screws

120-grit sandpaper

Furniture legs (for vanities mostly)



Paint or stain (based on preference)

Instructions

Start by bringing in your Kreg Jig. Adjust the drill according
to the thickness of the part of the wood that you will be
working on, then proceed to secure it in place. Place the stop
block on the base of the jig, then slip the phase (drill) bit into
the space that corresponds to the size of the screw you’ll use
(Your Kreg Jig manual includes guidelines relating to the
screw size you will need).

Drag the halt collar onto the upper end of the bit and stop
when it meets the drill guide.

To fasten the halt collar to the drill, use a hex wrench to
prevent the bit from moving so much as you drill holes into



the wood.

Assess which board to mount onto each opening. In this case,
you can use the inner sections of the sideboards as places to
add your screw opening.

Remove the step (drill) bit as well as the stop block so that you
can place your piece.

Press the black button on the highest point of the black clamp
set (ratchet release) and take the clamp out of the drill holes
(to the left). Place the board in such a way for it to be drilled
so that the internal hole faces the (drill) bit openings on the jig
on the right side. Keep in mind that a minimum of two screw
openings is needed on each side of the boards, so arrange the
board so that the drill openings are equidistant from the ends.

Press down on the lever until it is completely fastened. Then,
drag the clamp to the board until it hits the wood.

Keep the clamp pressed against the surface. Then, raise the
handle until you hear two distinct clicks, which indicate that
the clamp has completely tightened against the piece of wood.
Next, move the handle back so that it is locked into place.
Otherwise, you may raise the handle, wait until you hear a
sound, and then lower it again to protect the piece.

Connect the step (drill) to the drill you have. Roll the bit onto
your drill opening without switching the drill on until it
touches the wood. Then, remove it once it is around ¼”- to
½”-long.

Switch your drill on to high power and drive it through the
wood by sticking the parts out from ¼′′ to ½’’. When you



cannot have the vacuum tube, you may need to drag the bit in
and out a little to remove any wooden scraps.

Switch off your drill and put it down. Then, unclamp the board
and test the newly-formed hole. By making “invisible” smooth
joints, you will be able to construct a durable and attractive
bathroom cabinet.

At the edges of the three vertical boards, proceed to punch in
four holes (two at each end). Then, bore four holes into the
shelf of your wall. The two top boards should stay undrilled
because they will be connected to the side or the top of the
vertical boards.

Then, mount your storage cabinet with the holes that you
drilled with your Kreg Jig. Take your 1¼’’ screw, put the
matching drill bit of the screw head into the drill, and fasten
the boards to each other. Start with the side 25”-long board
and connect it to the 17’’-long board above or below it. To
ensure that the boards are smoothly aligned and at the right
angle, you may ask a friend to help you.

Check the cabinet to make sure that the screws are not visible
and the edges match. If it looks fine, proceed to the next step.

When you have a shelf, calculate how far downwards you
want the shelf to sit on another vertical surface. Label this
point on both sides of the vertical board so that the shelf is
positioned straight. Fasten the shelf to the vertical board using
two of the screw openings. Then weigh, map, and add it
beneath the top board at a similar distance to the size of your
shelf.

Measure and add the same length to the top board on the
vertical board you have already connected. However, due to



the shelf’s height, the drill cannot move in between the vertical
boards to connect the shelf there. As such, you will need to use
a small screwdriver to keep the shelf in place.

Keep screwing the storage cabinet together. Once you are
done, it’s time to focus on the finishing. You should also sand
the cabinet with 120-grit sandpaper.

Clean the boards and joints properly. Then, pick the finish of
your choosing, such as paint or stain, to finalize the cabinet.

Brush a little glaze onto the wood in order to match its grain.

Dip your brush in a bowl filled with water.

Take the brush out and start brushing the water over the glazed
area. This will dilute the effect of the paint or stain you used
and make your final product look more subtle.

Towel Rack

If you want to make a towel rack, you can find some pieces of
wood you have lying around. In this case, you may use one
1×4 and three 1×3 pieces of wood that are 16 inches long. You
can proceed to sand down the edges until they are flat and then
lightly sand the surface of each piece.

The 1×4 should be used for the shelf, so you can use some
wood glue and put together the 1×3 wooden pieces, further
using clamps to keep them in place as they were drying.

When they are dry, sand off any excess glue and then spray
white paint on the 1 x 3 and 1 x 4. When you bring them
together, you may find that your shelf might be too short. In
that case, you may need something to keep pictures or knick-
knacks on to prevent them from falling onto the floor of your
bathroom. In that case, you can use a ¼’’ piece of balsa wood



that is about 16’’ long. This will serve as a “support” to
prevent everything from falling apart. You can paint it white
so that it matches the other piece of wood.

You can then put the shelf together with a family member or
friend after the paint has dried, whereby you can hammer a
few long nails into its surface.

You can use more wood glue to connect the wood balsa stick
to the bottom shelf, which should have a clamp attached to it
when it begins drying.

Once the glue is dry, you can attach two bronze hooks to the
structure. You can add some prong oil to the hooks as well.

Then, double check to make sure that the structure is safely
secured against the wall. If you’d like, you can further use a
few large wooden screws to connect the entire shelf to the
wall. Then, you may spray white paint on the heads of the
screws to make them blend in.



4.5 Towel Ladder
 

Purchase all the required materials in advance to avoid any
setbacks later on.

Supplies

3 – 4’ x 1″ diameter pine dowel rods 

Wood glue

2 – 8’ x 2″x3″ pine studs 

Sandpaper



Very fine steel wool

Black tea

Vinegar

Empty glass jar and lid

Instructions

Prepare your weathering mixture 24 hours in advance. In order
to make this, take a pinch of very fine steel wool of steel and
place it in a glass container full of vinegar so that it can begin
dissolving. Your mixture should be ready to be applied within
a minimum of 24 hours.

Take your pieces of wood and split the rods of the dowel into
five 16′′ long rungs. Then, slide the 2x3 pieces so that they are
6’ long. Proceed to sand the wood with a power sander or by
hand.

Label the spaces where you will drill your holes.



Begin to drill your first 2.5′′ hole on the base, while making
sure they are at least 13.5′′ away from the centers. Ensure that
all sides of the markings match one another. Then, drill large
1’’ holes that are ½′′ deep.

We put a ½′′ slice of tape on the drill bit to see how far it will
go. Then, sand the openings to smooth out any rough edges.
You should also sand down the rims of the rungs to ensure that
they stay in their place.

Fill the openings with wood glue. Then, apply some adhesive
to the other side of the rungs. Put the clamps on to dry for at
least 2 hours and wipe away any extra glue

Next, brew a pot of strong tea and allow it to steep for a few
minutes. Once it’s cooled, pour it over the ladder. The tea
should further react with the tannins in the wood, causing it to
oxidize due to the mixture of vinegar and steel wool that was
previously applied to the wood. Repeat this step twice, while
allowing the wood to dry in between each application.

Lastly, brush the wood with the remainder of the vinegar and
steel wool solution. The wood will subsequently darken and
become fully weathered within an hour or so.



4.6
Mirror and Shelf
Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Round mirror (i.e. 36″ wide)

Kreg Jig

2×4 (length depends on the mirror’s dimensions)

Drill

Level

2 - 1/2″ pocket hole screws

https://amzn.to/2j98Htk
https://amzn.to/2jx8xIK
https://amzn.to/2j9c4Rl


Table saw (or a router)

 

Instructions

Purchase a mirror from the nearest glass store. In this case, you may
purchase a 36’’-long mirror. When you have your mirror, check out
where exactly you want to place it in your house. You should also
ensure that you can place it in such a way so as to see your entire body
and face clearly, based on your height.

Mark the studs on the wall

Check and label the studs on the wall in the spots where you’d like to
hang your mirror.

Determine the length of the shelf

Identify where you’d like to place the mirror on your wall. Then,
decide on how long the shelf should be. It should touch at least 3 studs
on the wall and you can use a 2×4 for the shelf.

Markings

Once the shelf has been trimmed, push it against the wall you want to
hang it on. Then, mark the space on the shelf as well as the location of

https://amzn.to/2jx2WT1


the studs and the mirror.

Move all the points on the wall to your board. Then, on each side of
the mirror, draw a ½’’ line. Then, make a calculation that is 14′′ from
the middle of the mirror marks made on either side. This is the line
which will indicate where the mirror is to be located.

Make the mirror-slit

Proceed to use your table saw or a router to cut the wood. I would
particularly recommend the former because it is cheap and safe to use.
You can adjust the rip fence so that it is 3′′ from the blade on the table
and cut the 2×4 along the path that indicates the position of the mirror.
Don’t cut the whole piece of wood as you only want to make an
indentation near the position of the mirror. In my case, the mirror was
1/8′′ wide and I had to try several times in order to make the slit with
the saw. After the first cut, I moved the rip fence a bit nearer to the
blade (about 1/16′′) and moved it through it again.

Drill pocket holes at stud sites

Now that the slit has been made, you must use the Kreg Jig to drill ½′′
pocket holes at the places on the board where you labeled the studs.
Make sure to drill the pocket holes at the correct angle, further drilling
toward the back of the plate.

Attach to wall

You can complete the shelf now or you can place it on the wall and
finish it there. However, I suggest that you complete it first. When it is
completed, match the board to the stud markings on the ground and
use a hammer to insert the two-½′′ pocket pit screws into the studs.
You can use a ruler to ensure that the shelf is horizontal.

Place mirror in slot

Carefully slide the mirror into the slot while making sure that it is not
leaning. Mine fit very well in this position. If you want to make sure
it’s safe and that it won’t fall over, you can further secure it in place
with glue or tape.



Chapter 5: Living Room Projects

The living room is the place where you spend most of your
day when you are at home or with your family. If you have
guests or friends coming over, they will most probably have to
pass through your living room. You can also relax or do daily
leisure activities in this room. As such, in order to brighten up
this space or improve its décor, you can complete any of the
given projects included in this chapter.



5.1 Side Table
 



Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks or
difficulties later on.

Supplies

Miter gauge

Pallet

Table saw

Jointer

Planer

Miter saw

Orbital sander

Wood glue

 

Instructions

Prepare the wooden pallet

To start this project on the side table, pry the pallet apart with a smooth
bar and mallet first.

Remove the nails and make a few rough cuts

Use a hammer to take all the nails out so that they don’t damage your
saw tool. Then, dust the panels with a stiff brush so that your planer or



jointer is not bogged down. The pallet brackets should be trimmed so
that they are approximately 25’’.

Draw pencil lines on the boards’ concave side. Then, flatten the jointer
side as you’ll be finished when the traces are done. You should only
flatten any curved surfaces with your planer to shave the surface of your
wood.

Make sure to smooth the ½’’ boards. Then, in relation to the stretchers
and slats, cut and tear both pieces based on the specifications set out in
the cutting chart. You should not cut until you reach the end of the slats
and stretchers at this stage as you will scribe them later.

Place some glue on the edges of the top board and make two 8’’-long
divisions. Then, sweep the surface with a blade or scraper that strains
out. Once the glue is set, flatten the two pieces and glue them together.
Once the glue dries, sand the tabletop. Then, create a 16-inch crosscut at
the end using your table saw miter gauge.

Add a long barrier to your miter gauge and pin the stop at the wire. Then,
break the kerfs in 2’’- and 3’’-long pieces from the tabletop bottom.
Proceed to level the height of the blade so that it is 3’’ and prepare a few
1’’x 3’’ kerfs. Rotate it so that it is 90° over the tabletop so as to remove
any residual notches. In order to make a ½’’x 1’’ x 6’’ kerf, repeat the
same procedure. Apply the glue toward the top of the legs of the table.
Then, bolt them across the holes to flush the ends with the floor. Then,
remove any remaining glue with a wet cloth.

Lock the stretchers in place, write down their dimensions, and split them.
Then, pour glue into the notches of the legs and lock the stretchers into
position. Scribe the slats and split them so that they are at the completed
level. Glue a 1/8’’-long wooden piece and lock the slats into the
stretchers, while leaving gaps in the slats.

 

 



 

5.2 Nightstand 
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks or
difficulties later on.

Supplies

1 - 2x4 (8’ long)

2 - 2x4 (10’ long) 

Wood filler 

Drill

Saw

Wood glue

4” screws (2 - 1/2” self-tapping fastens)

2 - 1/2” screws (2 - 1/2” self-tapping fastens)

 2x4 Cutting List:



4 - 17” (shelf)

4 - 20” (top)

8 - 18 1/2” (sides)

 

Dimensions: 20” x 20” x 14”

 

Instructions

Utilize 2 ½” screws or pocket holes that use 2 ½” screws. You will also
need some glue for this project. Proceed to pre-drill and then countersink
the screws. This nightstand is really easy to make and it looks pretty nice
too!

It’s a great place to stash any magazines or books you are reading or any
extra sheets that you want to have easy access to. In other words, use
your nightstand as you please!

You should begin by making the sides. Connect four side panels together
next to each other. Then, proceed to connect them with your Kreg Jig
while further using a few pocket slots. You can also drive 4 “screws into
the surfaces of each frame and keep them there with glue. Then, proceed
to work on the other side. You should calculate the height of the mattress



and adjust the height of your nightstand accordingly so that it is not too
tall or short.

Use a few shelf panels that can link the two ends together. You may
begin by fastening the 4 shelf boards so that they are side by side by
using your Kreg Jig. Alternatively, you can dig 4” screws and stick them
into the ends of each piece. When you have fastened the panels together
to create a strong table, connect it to the side parts. At this point, you
should have 6” of space above the shelf and 11” below it. If you also
adjusted the level of the legs, the dimensions may end up being a little
different. If you’re using the Kreg Jig, you’ll still need to mount the
upper boards initially before working on the shelf.

You may now add it to the rim. If you like, you can join the above-
mentioned boards together so that they are side-by-side. However, you
don’t actually have to work on the top as long as you add the legs and
shelf together.

The top margins of the sides should be flat around the center, and back.
You can then proceed to connect the upper boards together by inserting
two ½”-long screws and pressing them down into each board along the
edges.

Start by covering some holes and sanding them flat. Then, you can apply
any finish or paint to it to finalize your design!



5.3 Floating Bookshelves
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

 

Materials

2x6 oak

Drill/driver

Clamps

Miter saw

Drill press

3/8” plug cutter

Table saw

1 - ½’’ FH screw

Instructions



Create a bevel at a 45° angle to one side of the 2x6. Rip out the
beveled edge so that the off-cut is 1 ½’’ x 1 ½’’. Then, split them
into two 6’’-long parts. Then, create one more rip at 1 ½’’ by the
groups.

You can further use a Forstner bit near the edges of every side. Place
the clamp on the supports and simultaneously create a few pilot
holes. Then, cut the clamps and drill a safety hole into the sides of
the counter-bores. Attach the 1 ½’’ sides to the beveled ends.

Then, utilizing the drill press as well as a 3/8’’ cutter plug, pick the
plugs out with a chisel. Use a piece that is 3/8’’ if you do not possess
a drill press and a set of insert cutters.

Glue and put in the counter-bores, using a wet towel to remove any
remaining adhesive. Let the adhesive dry. Then, use a handsaw to
remove the flush pin and cover the surface of the wood with a
cardboard sheet. Then, proceed to complete the shelves in the way
that you prefer.



5.4 Sliding Bookends
 

Books and binders seem to require a lot of office space as there
aren’t many convenient places to store them. You can fix this issue
by making sliding bookends for your open shelves. You can do so by
cutting ¾’’-long pieces of wood. You can then further use thick
pieces of hardwood, cutting them into 6’’ x 6’’ segments. Proceed to
use your jigsaw or band saw to create a hole around one side (with
the timber), which is slightly larger than the thickness of the shelf.
Arrange the gap so that it is about ¾’’ wide.  Then, complete the
bookend and attach it to your open shelf or bookshelves!



5.5 Hexagon Shelves

 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Materials

4’ 2x6 lumber (1 shelf)

Wood glue

Painter’s tape

Table saw



Instructions

Making this project requires you to do some math as the
internal angles of such a symmetrical hexagon are 120°, part
of which would be 60°. As such, the angle you need to add to
this would be about 30°, which is what you need to mount the
saw to. You can get a portable angle finder before proceeding
to use a table saw and miter gauge to obtain precise
measurements. As such, if the saw can be fixed at 30°, it will
be very convenient to use. For an initial angle crosscut, you
can use either of the board ends.

Attach a stop at 7’’ and proceed to use a clamp (or bolt the
block in place). Then, in order to obtain clean cuts around the
miter scale, bring all the parts of the shelves together to cut six
sheets.

The clamping of the panels, together with conventional
clamps, can be a complicated and repetitive process. In such
cases, it is better to use painter’s sticking tape because it’s easy
to remove but stays long enough for you to be able to finish



the job. Next, place the shelf on the wall to see if the angles
are correct and that everything looks the way that you want.

Glue the boards’ ends together while further making sure that
the glue extends all the way to the bottom. Wrap the unit up
and use a few more pieces of tape to protect it. Then, it should
be all set!



5.6 Cottage Shelf with Branches
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. You can create this distinctive tree-branch
shelf in only a few minutes!

Supplies

Drill bit set

Clamps

4 in 1 screwdriver

Cordless drill

Level



Stud finder

Handsaw

Stepladder

1x12 shelf

Screws

2x4

24’’ x 48’’ x ¾’’ plywood

Tape measure

Branches

Drywall anchors

Instructions

Use your jig to keep the branch stable. Then, split the flush ends
with the top of the jig.

Then, make sure to locate two forked divisions that are each about
1’’. One side should be fairly flat, while further being parallel to the
wall. Next, split the crab apple tree branch. If you don’t have this
type of wood, any clean and smooth piece of lumber should be
acceptable.

You can use a 12’- long melamine armchair rack with white lined
sides. To make squared splits on the ends of the arm, build a jig
using a few pieces of scrapped wood and attach a 2x4 clamp to the
workbench using the jib. Then, stretch all the branches to the 2x4
and use the jig’s lower edge to influence the direction of the cuts.
Chop the branches so that the ends are wide enough to accommodate
the shelf, with one being near the ground and the other close to the
bottom.

Clamp the jig to the tree branch. Then, drill prototype holes from the
front surface of the shelf near the edge of the points so that the tips
of the screw do not push through the branch. Drill some shaft
countersink openings at the edge of the rack in order to insert a few



screw heads. Keep the branches firmly on the shelf as you attach
them. Then, proceed to drill two holes in the drywall on each branch
to mark where they will be placed on the wall. Screw your latest tree
shelf in place and you should be all finished!



5.7 Cantilever End Table
 

You can create this distinctive display in a matter of minutes!

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Clamps

16 gauge nail tool

Miter saw

Drill/driver

1 - 1/4” flat-head screws

Table saw

1x2 board

1x3

2’’ 16-gauge Brad nails

¾’’ plywood

Wood glue



Painter’s tape

3’’ screws

Instructions

Check the chart for the bottom and top measurements of the case, its
case sides, and the nailer row.

Around the edges of the 1x2 pieces that will be used for the table’s
wooden legs, create 15° angles. Then, cut the lower brace and bevel
all sides of the table saw at a 15° angle, which should be about 1 ½’’
long.

Proceed to glue, lock, and fasten the sections of the sides of the
package, leaving 2’’ of space along the bottom and top. Then,
tighten each nailer bar to the back of the container with 2’’ tape,
thereby securing it in place. Place some wood filler inside to fill the
empty spaces and nail gaps.

Prepare your package and paint it. You might require more than one
coat. Then, color the legs and the brace at the bottom, before waiting
for it to dry.

Create a 4’’-long label and mark the front and back of the container.
Then, screw the legs in place so that they are parallel to the top
surface and in accordance with the label you created. Tape the legs
together and drill a few prototype holes across the tape pieces. Then,



tighten the legs from the inside of the case before proceeding to drill
prototype holes through them. Use the countersink for the heads of
the screws only and attach 1¼’’-long screws to the legs.

Glue, lock, and clamp the base brace with 2’’ of space on the thighs.
Then, place the upper part of the lower brace against the top surface
of the legs and the beveled side with the lower frame.



5.8 Coat and Hat Rack
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Materials

Circular saw

4 in 1 screwdriver

Paintbrush

Level

1x4 board

Hooks

Drywall anchors

Paint

Sandpaper



Primer

Instructions

Create this coat and hat rack with 6’ and 1x4 hooks. 

Push the screws partially through each board so that their tips stick
out the bottom. Then, put the panels in place and designate a few
drywall anchor spots.

Decorate your hallway with this attractive robe and hat rack. What
you need to do is cut the panels to match your area, paint them, and
then match them based on a particular style you find appealing.
Then, attach them to a wall. Use whichever dimensions you prefer
based on the available space you have in your hallway. If you want
to apply a finish, picked poplar is the safest option. If you intend to
use natural wood, pick whatever type you like.

Next, remove the boards and fasten the hooks. To accommodate
backpacks and larger items, use a drawer as it holds down the center
as well as the robe loop at the top. At hardware stores, you can see
many different types of hooks in a wide variety of designs, colors,
and prices.



Connect the boards to the studs or screw-in drywall connectors to
the drywall. Then, drive three screws through the board, placing one
over the top, one in the middle, and one at the base. Now, you will
finally have a place to put your hat.



5.9 Key Hanger
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Materials

Clamps

18 gauge nail tool

Planer/sander

Miter saw

Wood glue

1 - ½’’ 18-gauge Brad nails

Table saw

Reclaimed wood



Instructions

You will often find that reclaimed wood can need some touching up.
As such, you may do this by removing a few of the edges of the
board to avoid hurting yourself.

Use your table saw to cut through all the boards, with the exception
of 1 or 2’’. Then, rip it into 3 pieces along the hanger end.

Crosscut the 2’’ and add another two to the 11’’ you have to make it
13’’ in total, as can be seen on the miter. Then, cut the remaining
boards to arbitrary lengths of 17’’ and 20’’.

Mark the key hanger and put the three in so that the screen is placed
on the panel. Then, write the measurements down on the board to
improve your calculations. Cut it so that the key hanger is about 3’’
wide and approximately 14’’ long.

Add glue to the front of the hanger and 18 gauge 1½’’ nails brads.
The shelf at the end should be about 2½’’ long across the top of the
upright frames. If you’re not using a brad nail gun with 18 gauges,
you can comfortably use 1½’’-long nails along with a few screws,
prototype holes, and a hammer.

Ensure that one face of the boards is smooth by using a planer or
low-grit sanding paper in order to make them even.



Based on whichever configuration you choose, glue and clamp the 8
random-length frames together. However, make sure not to  offset
the 1’’ frames as you cannot otherwise set up the front panel
properly.

Glue and polish your 1’’ front assembly, especially if you don’t have
a brad nail gun that is compatible with your screws and drill.

 



 

5.10 DIY Wooden Couch Sleeve
 

For this project, you may select the wood of your choice!

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Materials

Wood glue

Measuring tape

Sandpaper

Miter saw or table saw

Clamps

Stain and poly (the most popular one)

 

 

Instructions

https://amzn.to/1SHgm8w
https://amzn.to/1TtYC44
https://amzn.to/25eVhi7
https://amzn.to/1TqEDRN
https://amzn.to/20jdkwx
https://amzn.to/1W4pyJL


All you need to do is measure the chair’s width and slit the edges
and top with a miter saw or table saw. Make sure to leave about ¼’’
of space so that your object can more easily fit over the armrest of
the chair or couch. You should also adjust it so that the width of the
sides can be trimmed and adjusted based on the correct length. Glue
and tie the sides together to attach two parts to the top of the rim.
Then, wait for it to dry. Once it’s dry, proceed to stain and polish the
wood based on your preference. If you used a few pin nails to
further bolster the structure of your work, make sure to miter the
edges.

This project takes about 10 minutes to complete. However, the
amount of time it takes for your paint or stain to dry ultimately
depends on the brand and kind you purchased, so be sure to check
the back of your can for this information. In principle, even rounded
couch sleeves should fit well as long as the sides are long enough to
support the sleeve over the armrest. However, square-shaped arms
are usually a bit better.



5.11 Shoe Organizer
Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Clamps

4 in 1 screwdriver

Cordless drill

Miter saw

Level

Countersink drill bit

Wood glue

Tape measure

1 5/8’’ screws

1x4

1x3

5/8’’ dowels



3’’ screws (or toggle bolts) to be attached to the wall

Instructions

Place your shoes in a shoe rack that you personally designed and
built! This kind of basic rack can be used for all sorts of shoes,
including snow boots and beach slippers, whereby you won’t need to
worry about rust stains or the accumulation of dirt on the walls.

Drill holes with dowels

Clamp the 1/3’’-long brace onto a piece of reclaimed wood while
you hammer some nails into the holes to avoid splintering the frame.

If you don’t have any current space to store your shoes, you’ll often
find them piling up in the corner of your house, which is both
unsightly and impractical. As such, building this shoe rack will help
you keep track of all your footwear.

The dowel brackets should be sawed, drilled, and attached to the 1x4
pieces. Cut them so that they will be wide enough to accommodate
your shoes and that of most human adults, which should be about
10’’ long. Nail or attach the dowels to the ends of the dowel, leaving
2’’ of space or more so that slippers or sandals can be comfortably
placed over the braces at the top.

Add some polish until the shoe frame is placed on the board. Then,
tighten the footwear frame to the studs or use heavy-duty, switch-



bolt type hooks to support it.

 

 

 

 

 



 

5.12 DIY Wooden Crate
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Materials

• Scrap wood: you can use the board at the base of an
unwanted crate for this project. It should be about ¼’’-thick
plywood, so nothing very unique. If you cannot determine the
exact measurements, that’s fine as any piece of plywood will
do.

• Scrap 1x4 panels: If you have no spare wood lying around,
visit any hardware store to see whether it has any surplus wood
container that you can rummage through. Otherwise, you can
buy some for a really cheap price.



• Vintage equipment: Use any options that are available from
the workshop stock used for furniture refurbishment. If you
don’t have any, there are still many choices to pick from. If
you have a bit of cash to spare, you can probably easily get one
or two inexpensive pieces of wood to work on.

• Wood glue: You should get 3 to 4 bottles of wood glue in
case you end up needing more. You can find this kind of glue
in any hardware shop as well as any large hypermarket, such
as Walmart.

• Sandpaper: This can be used to erase any marks on the
boards so that you can clean the surface of the wood and leave
it smooth. This is a crucial item to have in your woodworking
shop so make sure to always have extra sandpaper.

• Saw: While you can use a handheld saw, this may be less
efficient than the miter saw. As such, I recommend you use the
latter. However, if you don’t have a saw, you can also buy the
pieces of wood you need and ask a nearby hardware store to
chop it for you.

• Screwdriver/drill: You’ll need this because you shouldn’t
use glue to stick the pieces together in this project.



• Wood Polish: You can use any paint color or acrylic stain. If
you don’t have any, you can always purchase some at a low
price in the hardware store that is closest to you. There are
many paint colors to pick from!

 

Instructions

Think of the size you want your crate to be. If you do end up
picking and utilizing spare pieces of wood that are lying
around in your workshop, you can opt to use 16′′x 9′′-long
pieces of wood. In my case, I noticed I had 15’- and 3/8′′-long
pieces in my workshop. Since I had two of these, I decided to
use them. As I had two 1x4s as well as a 15’’ and 3/8′′-long
piece, I decided to trim the plywood to create the base of the
crate with the latter piece. You can also sand it down to smooth
out the piece of wood. After this, I adjusted the size based on
all the endpoints, further deciding that I wanted my 7’’ and 3/8′
′ broad slats to match the crate on both sides. This drove me to
cut the remaining pieces of wood I needed with my saw.



Bring everything together

I began by trying to secure the sides of the crate. Since the
plywood I was using was quite fragile, I was unable to hammer
the pieces together. As such, I ended up using wood glue,
which was a better option in this case. Without my rim, I
decided to put the structure together instead as I wanted to see
the nails in the final product.

I used the tiny drill bit to drill pilot openings so I could lock it
together. This was done to prevent the wood from cracking and
to make it easier to nail in place. I then utilized wire nails and
placed three tiny ends along either edge.

You may fit the bottom segment inside after the structure is
stable, which can be a bit of a tight fit.

Put the equipment in place

When you set it up, calculate the gap between your equipment
until it can be combined together using a power drill to create
the holes. Be careful not to calculate the measurements
incorrectly and end up with holes that are too close to each
other. You should also be careful about using screws that are
too long as you may need to cut those down. When driving
them into the holes, the timber split a little bit. However, that’s
generally okay as it just contributes to the crate’s rustic
appearance.

Finish up your wooden crate

Once you are done, you can paint your crate. In my case, I
decided to paint mine white because our kitchen counter is
currently white too. However, you can use whichever paint or
stain that you like.



5.13 Key Chain
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

 3 - 1×4 scraps cut at 12″ (for the paper slot)

1x 4x8′ storehouse timber shiplap slender panel, split
into 4 pieces (2′ each)

1×10 scraps mitered at 15 °  (scroll down for
information on these cuts)

1×4 scrap cut at 12″ for the top piece

http://fave.co/2rxc9j7


Decorative hooks

Wood glue

Sander/sandpaper

Drill

Miter saw

Clamps

D-ring hanger 

Brad nail gun

Your finish of choice: In my case, I used a dark walnut stain
for the body of my piece. 

This key chain will help you keep track of your keys relatively
easily.

Instructions

Phase 1: Backboard alignment

In this case, you can decide to purchase a few shiplap panels,
such as some pine 1x4 options. They may cost a little more
money but they look quite appealing and very few people have
such key chains. As such, feel free to splurge a little!

Then, add a bit of wood glue to the sides and clip them
together to attach to the back. Wait for it to dry (around 20 to
30 minutes).

Repeat this step with the smaller pieces as this will then cover
the basket at the front.

Phase 2: Split the “pie” pieces

The side parts containing the basket originated from a 1x10
miter scrap board that was cut at a 15° angle.

http://amzn.to/2nwWG2E
http://fave.co/2buFuHq
http://amzn.to/2m4DOnk
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000ASBCK4/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000ASBCK4&linkCode=as2&tag=sawdustsister-20&linkId=ef65563cdb2267e0e54d3a0bac5110e9
http://amzn.to/2qCsNNV
http://fave.co/2k1ldcH
https://fave.co/2IHoAQJ
http://amzn.to/2njOcZu


Unless you have not used a miter before, you should be able to
create square adjustments to the edges and the sides of your
structure. Then, proceed to glue them together.

Place the deflection on the saw, further changing the angle of
the miter to 15° (this can be done by moving the miter adjuster
to the right until it points to 15). At this point, the blade should
be placed at the far right while still touching the bottom edge
of the board. You will likely end up with something similar to
what has been explained thus far.

One trick you can do in relation to the 2nd piece is to switch the
board over to face the bottom side. Then, readjust the miter to
zero so as to prepare the line.

By now, you should have two identical pieces on the sides.

Phase 3: Make the basket

Glue the pie slices to the front plate so that they are flush
against the rim at a 90° angle.

Phase 4: Sand it

At this point, sand the top panel part and the basket while
further painting it. Then, apply a deep walnut stain coat to the
material. You may choose to leave the barn wood untouched
because it is already pretty.

Phase 5: Tighten the frame

You can stick them to the back piece until the stain is
removed, further tightening them with the cordless nail device.

 

Phase 6: Attach hooks



This is the last step! All you need to do is attach the hooks
using the cordless drill, which is fairly simple. You can also
opt to use screws made out of of 3/4′′ material.



5.14 Geometric Planters
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Sanding block/sandpaper

Wooden blocks (rectangular or cubed)

Paintbrush

Straight edge ruler

Paints in different colors

Air plants

Saw (i.e. band saw)

Pencil



Drill with a large drill bit (i.e. 3/4″)

Instructions

1. Begin by weighing the cuts and marking them. You’ll want to
chop off the corners at the tops and bottoms of the block to ensure
that they are triangular. Proceed to outline with a marker where you
want to make the cuts. You may consider making some parts smaller
while making others bigger in order to make the final product look a
bit asymmetrical.

2. Carefully saw off the corners that you labeled earlier. Try to make
sure that your cuts are as smooth as possible.

Smooth out the outlines of the cut-off edges by using some
sandpaper.



3. Next, cut a hole into the side to suit the air plant that you want to
be at the top of the planter. Lower the drill bit down into the block of
wood by about ¾’’ or 1’’.

4. Eventually, paint the wood by using a mix of vivid colors. You
should also carefully paint the edges, hands, and cut-off sections in
different colors using a tiny paintbrush. Place any natural wood on
the sides or edges, if you like. Optionally, you may even paint the
interior of the planter.

Once the paint is dry, you may finish your planting.



5.15 Mountain Art
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Fine-grit sandpaper

Saw

Protective eyewear

Strong glue

Numerous wooden scrap parts

Stain, rag, and sealer or paint

Instructions

1. Cut your scraps into varying lengths, further ensuring that
one side of the board is being cut at a 45° angle whilst the
other side is smooth. You can also polish the rough areas of



each piece with a tiny piece of fine-grit sandpaper. Then,
proceed to paint each piece with a rag and dye. You can also
stain your wood if you want, although this is optional.

2. If you have stained it, wait for it to dry fully. Then, you can
continue gluing the pieces together, one by one.

If you attach them to one another but leave some space in
between them, this will look quite nice. There are three pieces
that are stuck together, with an adhesive mark placed on one
section to be connected to the next one. You will also see how
the shortest piece doesn’t always match the piece right next to
it.

Therefore, it is better to allow the glue to solidify before
moving on to the next item. When you stick several parts
together at once, holding the items in position will be more
challenging. As such, using quick-set glue helps accelerate this
process.

1. When the five pieces have been stuck together and the glue
has dried, you can use a polyurethane or polyacrylic sealant
with any coating (e.g., gloss, semi-gloss, matte). Otherwise,
you can use a matte acrylic aerosol sealer. Make sure to read
the instructions included on the back of your product before
using it!

Put your little minimalist mountain painting on display once it
is fully dry!



5.16 Christmas tree
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies



Screws, wood glue or nail gun, and drill

Miter saw

1 x 2 lumber (preferably pine)

Measuring tape

150-grit sandpaper

Safety goggles

Pencil

Instructions

Measuring the log

You need your tree to be small enough to rest on a tabletop or
stand. As such, you can weigh and number the largest branch,
which will serve as the base of your tree. It should have a
length of around 12 inches. Afterward, subtract around 2
inches from the length of each additional branch you attach to
your tree. You can use a miter saw to cut each side of the
branch at a 45 ° angle. This gives the branches a tapered,
Christmas tree-like feel.

You can further weigh, label, and cut a 12’’- and 6’’-long piece
for the stand.

If you decide to build a bigger tree, just adjust the dimensions
and get some more timber so that you can have a longer base
then the one described in this project.

Sand every piece

Sand the rough edges using 150-grit sandpaper. Since this will
be a small, rustic oak tree, you may choose to refrain from
adding any finish to your wood. However, if you want, you



can of course add polish or paint to the pieces of wood,
depending on what you want the tree to look like.

Make the tree

Now it’s time to bring everything together! You may use wood
glue or a nail cannon, nails, and a hammer. You can also use a
combination of screws and glue in this case. To add them, you
can screw some into the back of that piece as well as into each
branch piece. Then, use some glue to fasten the back piece to
the frame.



Chapter 6: Office Projects

If you are working in an office or have your own workspace,
you will find these projects to be very helpful. That way, you
won’t need to hire an interior designer and you can further
decorate or personalize your office in the way that you like.
This is important because you spend eight to ten hours of the
day working there. Organizers or stands will also provide you
with easy access to items you need as you will not have to sort
through huge piles of folders or papers anymore.



6.1 Laptop Computer Stand
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Drill/driver

1/2’’ spade bit

Hammer

Printer

½’’ plywood

Jigsaw

Punch



½’’ dowel

 

Instructions

Line the plywood that will serve as your work surface with some
masking tape. Take the scanned design out and press it onto the
plywood. Then, mark the area around the pattern and determine
the location of the dowel hole by drilling a hole in the center.
Clamp the frame onto the workstation and take out your jigsaw.
The blade should allow you to cut the material rather closely.

Then, remove your masking tape from the workstation or your
vice. Then, lock the extra support mechanism in place. Use 60-grit
sandpaper to remove all the saw marks. Once you have sanded the
pieces that were clamped tightly in one grip, they should all look
the same. You can use 180-grit or 220-grit sandpaper as both will
work in this case. You may also tie the sandpaper to part of the
discarded dowel.



Tighten the supports down so that they are close to the bottom of
the workstation. Then, use a ½’’ piece and cut a hole into all the
small pieces using the spade bit.



6.2 DIY Desktop Organizer
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

1 - ¼″ pocket hole screw

1 - 1 x 6 board

1 - ¼″  Brad nail

Right-angled drill (your own choice) 

Wood paint or stain 

Pocket hole jig 

Brad nailer

http://amzn.to/2x6YHbH
http://amzn.to/2iXCQgo
http://amzn.to/2wCsB5Y
http://amzn.to/2vGIgCw
http://amzn.to/2iX8GtE


Wood glue

 

Instructions

The best thing about this very desktop organizer is that it only needs
one thick piece of wood, which can be a 1 x 6 piece. Break it into
three 12′′-long sections, two 11¼′′-long segments, and two 3’’-long
pieces. However, you can further adjust certain measurements so
that the desired object better suits your needs.

Drill pocket holes into each of the 12′′-long sections, which should
be horizontal.

Use wood glue and one ¼” pocket hole screw to connect one of the
12′′ bits to the bottom of an 11¼′′ piece that is about three inches
away.

Connect one of the 3′′ bits with wood glue while using brad nails to
connect to the other end of the 12′′ table.

The other half of the desktop organizer should be placed over the
bottom half, so it’s important to determine its exact height. Add one

http://amzn.to/2eAc4Ws


shelf that is 3 ¾′′ long from the bottom to the other 11¼′′-long
segment, with the remaining 3′′ placed above it.

The gap between the 2 shelves will be pretty small, so use your right
angle drill adapter to place the screws in the pocket opening.

Glue the remaining 3′′ section to both sides and then place it among
those two shelves. Adjust it so that it is properly in place.

Proceed to stain or paint it to match the furniture in your room if
you’d like! Then, your desktop organizer is ready to be used!



6.3 Piping Table
 

Purchase all the required material in advance to avoid any
unforeseen difficulties.

Supplies

Pipe wrench (optional)

Cordless drill

4 of the ¾″ flanges

Level

¾″ dowel rod

File

¾″ piping

5’ butcher block top

6 ¾″ tees

4 casters



Wooden screws

Instructions

Once you purchase the materials you need that you don’t
already have, it should take you about 40 minutes to construct
this table. First, screw two of the 48′′-long pipe’s tees to either
edge and attach the 9′′-long pipes to the tees’ ends. This will
produce an “I” shape at the table’s foundation.

At the end of each 9′′-long shaft, connect the tees and place the
6′′-long pipes at the lowest part, with the 22.5′′-long pipes
facing up.

You can use ¾′′-long flanges to fasten the table’s piping base
to the top of the table’s surface.

To place the casters at the base of that table, you must be
imaginative. Proceed to cut 1.5′′ pieces of a 3/4′′ dowel rod
and thread them through each segment and the drilled holes.
Then, screw the bits of the dowel rod onto the casters and
cover each with a nut. Lastly, place them at the end of the
piping table’s leg.



Chapter 7: Kitchen Projects

The kitchen is probably one of your favorite parts of the house
to be in if you love cooking. Most people who like to cook
spend a lot of their free time in the kitchen making delicious
and mouth-watering meals. If you want to make your kitchen
look fancier while simultaneously being more organized, you
will enjoy working on the DIY projects included in this
chapter. Through these items, you can improve your ability to
access your spices, tools, and kitchenware more easily.
Moreover, you can keep your things organized and in place.



7.1 Vegetable Storage
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

1 - ¼″ pocket hole screw

Lumber

Kreg jig

1 - ¼″ finish nail

Jigsaw

Wood glue

Hammer or brad nailer

Vinyl chalkboard tags (optional)

Power drill

Instructions

Cut out all the timber based on the designs and pictures included
above.

https://amzn.to/2oAeYBj
https://amzn.to/2n8Q1Na
https://amzn.to/2E5HMoS
https://amzn.to/2Gm57o9
https://amzn.to/2ozgR1s
https://amzn.to/2pQa15K
https://amzn.to/2Tu7MBQ


Draw a design for all of your handles, which should be about 1.5′′
wide and 3′′ long. Repeat this step over the plywood and split it with
a jigsaw.

These pocket openings should be on the back side of the bottom of
the divider.

Use small hole screws and wood glue to fasten the back segment to
the middle divider and the two ends. Then, use some wood glue to
connect the front wall to the rest of the structure. You should also
use this glue to stick together the lowest slats before finishing the
nails.

The distance between the slats should be about 3/4′′, meaning you
can choose any 3/4′′-long board to place as padding between the
slats. Lastly, use wood glue and nails to connect the four 2x2 blocks
with the nails.



7.2 Produce Stand

Purchase all the required materials in advance to avoid any
difficulties or setbacks. 

Supplies

18’’ 2×4 piece

1 - 1×4, 8’ longboard

2 - 1×6, 10’ longboard

Instructions

You need to saw through the wood first and then build the
frames, which is amazingly simple. Each package should
consist of three 18’’-long parts and two 7’’-long segments.

To make these 3 cabinets, you need to saw nine 18’’-long parts
and six 7’’-long pieces to add to your 1’’ shelves.

Bringing these containers together will be really easy if you
have a nail finish tool. Since you are working with a 1x6
piece, you must be careful not to break the timber. As such,
you can drill the tiny holes that are needed first.

Once you build the boxes, you need to remove the supports on
the leg. You can make your entire stand about 32’’ wide. In



that case, you should split the 32’’-long piece into two. First,
you should figure out exactly how high the cases should be.

You can ensure that everything is tilted at a 30° angle and then
cut out the material accordingly.

Proceed to use two 9’’-long sections of the 2x4 piece as the
foundation and cut the material at a 45° angle on either edge to
create the brace.

You can have each piece oriented, further inserting screws into
the rim. Place the side parts of the bottom supports outside and
screw them in. Be careful while you are inserting your screws
through the 1x4 because you don’t want to break it.

Next, hang the top box on the sides, drill holes into the box,
and insert two screws into the holes.

Put the bottom box in place, placing it only ½’’ away from the
base.

When the box is ready, you can insert the middle box in place
between the top and bottom ones. Then, proceed to sand the
entire stand and decorate it!

 

 

 

 



 

7.3 Pull-out Drawer
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

1″-long Kreg screws

½″-long cabinet ranking plywood that is 2’x4’ (or ¾″-long
plywood and 1.25″-long screws)

Orbital sander

2 – 21’’-long drawer slides

2’x4’-long plywood or 1/4″-long MDF 

Kreg Jig (small)

Table saw (or a router)

http://amzn.to/2kXkdar
http://fave.co/2tifFP7
https://amzn.to/2LiU8i4
http://amzn.to/2CU4mRk


Wood clamps (non-compulsory)

Drill

Jigsaw

Cutting List:

1 – 22 12’’x ¼″ (bottommost)

2 - 22 ½″x10″ (edges)

2 - 22 ¼″x9 ½″ (¼″ of MDF dividers)

1 - 13 ¼″x6″ (forward-facing)

1 - 12 ¼″x10″ (rear)

Instructions

Create two ¼′′-long dados on the top, center, and back sections after
cutting them all out.

Make a 4’’-long dado on all sides of the lowest segment and back (the
sizes of the dados should be 4′′, ¼′′, 3 ¾′′, ¼′′, and 4′′). The front
piece is 1′′ longer than the back and lower pieces, so make sure to
create the 4½′′ dice and place them across all parts of the front piece
(the dice should be 4½, ¼′′, 3¾′′, ¼′′, and 4½′′). Then, confirm that
the dimensions are correct for both boards.

http://amzn.to/2CSwvrH


First, construct the side parts angle (as it should not be a rectangular
panel). Mark the front of every sidepiece so that each is equal in size
to the front drawer.

Consider which angle the wood should be cut at after being labeled.
Then, proceed to map a line to link the two points together. First, take
a jigsaw (with a standard blade) and remove the two side sections and
the MDF pieces down the line.

Then, build the wooden Kreg Jig pockets. Create two slits in front of
the drawer in order to attach the two sidepieces there. Place 6 pockets
on the back of the cabinet. Then, put 14 pockets on the bottom of the
stack.

You may then proceed to polish the wood so that it is smooth using
the orbital sander with 220-grit sandpaper after you have added the
pockets. When all the wood has been sanded, piece the cabinet
together.

Place the front of the drawer horizontally across the hard floor and
add the sides around it and the bottom sections. Then, double check it
to ensure that the arrangement is correct.

Also, be sure to apply some pressure to the sides of the drawer to
make sure that there is no difference between them (you may use a
clamp to achieve this). Then, move the edge of the drawer to the front
of the container.

Next, move the wood on one of the side panels, hold it flat on the
rough floor, and add the side panels. Move the wood to the other side;
however, before setting it up, hold the back piece, and put the other
side in place.

Next, fasten the back piece in the same way and proceed to attach the
MDF dividers to the package.

Lastly, connect the box slides to the cabinet and place the slides at the
bottom of the box so that they cannot be seen.



7.4 Spice Rack

This spice rack will store your favorite 18 spices, making it easier for
you to find them so that they don’t get lost among the other items you
have in your kitchen cabinet. Make sure to buy all the materials you
need in advance to avoid any setbacks or difficulties later on.

 

Supplies

4 – 1 5/8’’x 5/8’’-long dowels to use for legs

1 – 5 ¼’’x 5/8’’-long dowel handle

9’’-long Lazy Susan hardware

1 - 5/8’’-long brad point or spade drill bit

1 - 1-7/8’’-long Forstner drill bit

1 - 1 ½’’-long wood ball or any other knob



1 - 11 ½’’ and 1 - 7¼’’ (diameter of the wood)

 

Instructions

Divide the wider disk into 30° wedges using a pencil as well as a
protractor so that you can make 12 indentations on the glass. Center
and place the smaller disk on top of the bigger disk. Next, grab your
3/8’’ drill and make 7/8’’-deep cuts along the 12 middle lines. Grab
your Forstner bit and position it between the outer edge of the disc
and the second circle. Then, split the tinier disc into 60° wedges and
drill 6 more 3/8’’ holes with your narrow Forstner bit.

Then, drill four 5/8’’-deep holes that are each 1⁄2’’ in diameter. Make
deep indentations on the wide sphere within the traced disk. Then,
make use of the 5/8’’-long piece and center the dowel to move the
holes so that they are closer to the lower part of the tiny disc. Drill
4½’’-deep shallow tubes on the bottom side of a small, ½’’-long disc.
The deep hole for the dowel handles should be in the middle of the
top section. Apply some glue to attach the disks to the dowels. Then,
proceed to add glue to the handle. In this case, a screw-on durable



handle is often preferred over others due to its firm grip. Then,
proceed to add a finish to your cabinet and you’re all set!



7.5 Tiered Spice Rack

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

7 - 2 ½″-long wooden screws

Sandpaper

1 2″x 4″ x 8′-long board

Wood glue

Miter saw

Paint 

Countersink bit

Sander

Drill and bit to use for screws

** Before chopping any wood, calculate and choose which of
the two spice racks you want to make for yourself.

Spice Rack with 3 Layers

3 – 1 ½″ x 3 ½″ x 24″ pieces of 2×4 (as a 2×4 is
actually calculated as 1 ½″ x 3 ½″)



1 - 1 ½″ x 3 ½″ x 3″ segments of 2×4

 

Spice Rack with 2 Layers

2 - 1 ½″ x 3 ½″ x 24″ pieces of 2×4

1 - 1 ½″ x 3 ½″ x 1 ½″ pieces of 2×4

Instructions

Before working with the wood, make sure to sand the boards
until they are smooth. In this case, proceed to smooth the 2x4
pieces using coarse, 80-grit sandpaper. Then, apply some stain
or paint to the shelf. As it dries, use 120- or 180-grit coarse
sandpaper and rub it against the wood.

For the 3-tier seasoning rack, drill a few holes through two
frames. For the 2-tier spice rack, drill a few holes across one
wooden board.

Weigh and label around 3/4′′ of the material on the boards in
three positions that are evenly spaced across one long side.
Use a countersink power drill to drive the screws into the pre-
drilled holes.

3-Tier Spice Rack

1. Switch both frames so that the bottom side (countersink
part) is face up. Then, measure 2” from the long edge to the
24′′-long frames. Take the board that has no holes in it and
place another one of your boards with holes near it, further
matching it with the 2′′ points.

2. Use wood glue to connect the 2nd board to the first one with
the 2 ½′′-long screws.



3. Position the 3rd board over the 2nd board and match it with
the 2′′-long marks. Apply wood glue to the second board with

the 2½′′-long screws and put the former over the 3rd board.

4. Make a hole at the bottom of the 3′′-long support
component that is around 3/4′′ deep. To attach it to the middle

of the 2nd board, apply wood glue and a 2 ½′′-long screw.

2-Tier Spice Rack

1. Switch both boards so that the bottom side (countersink
part) is face up. Then, measure and mark a 2′′ line from a long
edge on the board that doesn’t have holes. Place the holes on
top of the board and align them with the 2′′-long marks.

2. Use wood glue to connect the 2nd board to the first one with
the 2 ½′′-long screws.

3. Drill a hole through the bottom that is about 3/4′′ deep.
Then, apply wood glue and drill in a 2 ½′′-long screw.



7.6 Rustic Stackable Fruit and Veggie
Crate
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies (for one crate)



1 ¼’’-long Brad nail

¾’’-long Brad Nails

4 – 48’’-long lath boards

Pencil

Wood glue

1 - 1 x 2 x 6’-long board

Tape measure

Hammer or brad nailer

Circular Saw

Hearing protection

Safety glasses

Cutting List:

4 laths (small sides should be 8’’)

2 - 1 x 2 at 13 ¾’’ for supporting rails

4 laths, 15 7/8’’  

7 laths, 8’’ for slats

4 - 1 x 2, 6 ½’’ legs

Instructions

Measure and mark 2’’-long lines on the legs. Add 1 ¼’’-long
brad nails and wood glue to reinforce the rails.

Measure and cut the material lengthwise until you reach the
short sides. Then, attach the ¾’’-long brad nails to the shorter
sides and apply wood glue to the legs. Make sure to leave a
little overhang at the top so that the crate can be stacked. The
slats should be set around ¼’’ apart.



The broadside should be weighed and trimmed so that it is a
standard size. Apply ¾’’-long brad nails and wood glue to the
wood. Then, position the slats so that they are around ¼’’ apart
at the peak with a small overhang between them.

The slats should be weighed, cut, and placed equidistant from
one another across the crate’s edge. Secure them in place with
wood glue and ¾’’-long brad keys. Then, finish the crate
however way you prefer!



7.7 Knife Block
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

To
form a knife block, you only need a ¾’’ x 8’’ x 4’ hardwood board, a



6’’x 6 ½’’ section, and ¼’’ of plywood.

Instructions

This beautiful knife block is quite easy to make as you can use it to
store your knives in a safe and easily accessible location in your
kitchen.

To make this project, start by chopping off and setting aside a 10’’-
long board. Chop the 38’’-long board until it is about 6’’ long. Then,
saw through the wood until you have about five kerfs that are about
5/8’’ deep. Cross the notched board further into four 9’’-long
segments. Then, combine the parts so that you have a container,
while being careful not to drip glue onto the saw.

Then, cut the material at a 15° angle on one end and attach the piece
of plywood below the inclined edge of the board.

Cut the 6 ½’’x 3’’-long piece and place a cover over the remaining
board, further cutting it into a ¼’’-long piece. Grab the thick  pieces
and attach them to the bottom of the plywood. The three edges of the
lid split so that you can safely insert your knives into the container.
Once it is done, apply a shine or polish and wait for it to dry. Then, it
is ready to be used! You can either place it in your kitchen or give it
to a friend or loved one as a gift!



7.8 Wooden Chopping Board
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Jigsaw

Forstner drill bits

Cordless drill

Orbital sander

Miter saw

Tape measure

Safety glasses

3 - 20’’ x 3 ½’’-long maple panels

4 ¾’’ x ¾’’-long rods (for the legs)

2 - 5’’ x ½’’-long dowels (grips)

2 – 23 ½’’ x ½’’ x ¾’’-long walnut bands (grip strips)

Do you want to try out an easy, yet satisfying woodworking project?
Create this lovely cutting board (or serving tray) with maple and



walnut wood. If you start the project in the morning, the final
product will be ready to be used by the afternoon.

Instructions

Mark the places you want to drill in your wood. Then, proceed to
drill a ½’’-deep hole as well as a few ¾’’-deep holes in the middle.
Then, tie the 5 boards together gently so that you can scribe the arcs
at the ends.

This is a pretty easy task to complete. You need to proceed by
scribing the curve and fitting the pieces together. You can use a 4’-
long metal scale to scribe the curves or any thin board or yardstick.
Make sure to apply water-resistant wood glue to protect the wood
and prevent it from becoming damaged if you put it in the
dishwasher. Lastly, make sure to keep the boards while they are
being glued to avoid leaving excess traces of glue along them, which
would require you to sand the material.



7.9 Serving Tray
 

Purchase all the required material in advance to prevent any

difficulty or inconvenience.

Supplies

Paintbrush

Leaf stencil

Paint

Wooden slab

Pencil

Optional (wood and wooden glue)

Instructions

1. Print or sketch an illustration of a simple leaf that can be used as a
stencil.

2. Use a pencil to sketch the shape of the leaf stencil on various parts
of the wood’s surface.



3. Proceed to paint parts of the wooden slab with your pencil pad.
You may also use various colors or only stick to one, such as orange
or gold.

4. If you also want your serving tray to be a little bit higher, you can
glue a little bit of wood to the bottom of the tray. Then, wait for it to
dry and you should be all set! You can use this tray to serve your
guests tea and cookies!



7.10 Wooden Cutting Board
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Sanding block

Hardwood board 

Butcher’s block or any type of material safe for food

Paintbrush

Instructions

1. Take a piece of your hardwood and sand down the sides so that
you can start making your cheese cutting board.

Then, proceed to cut the wooden board with your saw. Clean the
sides of the wooden board to remove any splinters and brush away
any remaining sawdust with a dry rag.



2. Set up a work surface (such as a newspaper or a sheet of broad
cardboard) and add butcher block finish to all the board edges and
sides with your paintbrush. Wait for the wood to soak up the polish
and wipe away any excess material. Wait for the finish to dry for as
long as is stipulated on the can of polish.



7.11
Cake Stand
Purchase all the required material in advance to avoid any setbacks
once you’ve begun your project.

Supplies

Staple gun

Wood glue

Slim timber rounds (less than 1’’ thick and 3-4’’ in
diameter)

Heavy timber round (at least 4 to 5’’ long)

Wood sealant (little gloss)



Pickling paint

 

Instructions

Phase one: Take seven pieces of wood and begin by placing one slice
of wood in the middle. Then, place the six others in a circle around
the piece in the center.

Phase two: Use a staple gun to attach the pieces of wood together.
Then, staple the areas where the wooden pieces overlap.

Phase three: Place six pieces of wood on the sides of the wide circle
you built. Use wood glue to connect them to the top of the cake
frame.

Phase four: Glue the wooden loop to the foundation. As illustrated,
leave the whole project upside down and wait for the glue to dry for a
few hours.

Phase five: Flip the cake stand until it’s upright. Then, brush some
pickling paint on your wood. Once you’re done, wait for it to dry.

Phase six: Gently dust the painted board and brush off any mud.
Then, apply a protective transparent paint to the cake stand. This will



further ensure that it can be safely washed and the paint will not
contaminate any food placed on the cake stand.

This is a great serving dish for outdoor events, especially since it is
made out of wood.



7.12 Wooden Tray
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Wood (1’’-thick plywood sheet and 1x2 board)

Drill

Hand saw

Paintbrush

Nails

Knobs or handles



Paint

 

Instructions

Begin by identifying any handles or knobs that you’d like to use
for your tray.

Head to the nearest hardware store to purchase some plywood
and a 12’’-long wooden board. You can also ask them to cut the
wood for you there or you may use a handsaw to cut it yourself
at home. I personally went to the store and asked the employees
to cut my piece of plywood so that it was 12’’x 18’’, which is the
size I wanted for my rectangular tray. I also had them cut a
13.5’’ x 13.5’’ square tray for me out of the same piece of wood.

When the plywood is cut to the desired size, you should proceed
to cut the 1×2 piece into lengths that are just long enough to rim
the board.

Once you have the chopped pieces of wood, you can proceed to
drill holes in the handles so that you can attach them to the trays.



However, prior to this, you should determine where you want
your grips to be and mark the wood there. Then, take your drill
and make a hole that is as long as the handle.

In the interim, you need to construct your tray. Use your hooks
and wood glue to add the lip to the base of the tray.

If you don’t have all the materials, you can lay the piece on the
wood and hammer the nails into the plywood bottom and onto
the pole. In the middle of each board, you will only need to
hammer one nail.

After all four sides are attached to the foundation, screw the
edges together by hammering one screw into each of the four
corners.

The entire tray is now ready to be painted or stained. You can
proceed to use a wood stain for this tray or you can also paint it.
If you decide to go with the former option, you can quickly rub
the wood polish across the entire tray. Then, wait a few moments
and pat the tray down with a rag to clean off any excess polish. I
recommend that you use gloves to avoid staining your hands in
the process.

When the tray is completely dry, attach the handles. Then, the
tray is ready to be used!



Chapter 8: Projects for the Outdoors

In the spring and summer, people often enjoy heading outside
after a light summer shower to smell the fresh air. It’s also
quite common for people to go outside and have picnics when
the weather is sunny. If you have a balcony or back yard, you
may also be lucky enough to be able to enjoy your morning
coffee whenever the weather is this lovely. Similarly,
designing a few objects that can be placed on your front porch
or backyard can help you further enjoy any nice weather. If
this intrigues you, read on to learn how to construct your own
woodworking projects. 



8.1 Wooden “Wreath”
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks or
difficulties later on.

Supplies

Gold shimmer spray

Wood glue

Fabric flowers

Burlap fabric

Glue gun

Wood in a circular shape



Bird’s nest (for decorative purposes)

 

Instructions

Phase one: Place the circular woodcuts in a circle (using a wide dinner
plate as a reference). Leave a tiny bit of space between each round
piece (slightly less than one inch).

Phase two: Place a few circular woodcuts in the first circle you created.
Then, position the wooden cutouts across a few holes. Use wood glue
to fasten the rounds over the lower circle of wood and allow it to dry
completely.

Phase three: Spray the wood with a bit of gold glitter. Allow the paint
to dry completely.

Phase four: Cut a piece of 14’’-long burlap fabric and fold the edges.
Then, pinch the middle section and tie a loop of string across the
bottom. Add some hot glue to the edge of the wooden wreath.

Phase five: Glue the wreath under the strip of burlap.

Phase six: Take out a bunch of fake flowers and leaves and glue them
to the wooden nest.



8.2 Yard Closet
 

You can make a small, yet spacious outdoor shed in your backyard.
This can store much of your planting and lawn maintenance tools,
making them easy to access and keep track of.



8.3 Open Air Closet Vision and Layout
If you don’t have the space to make a huge, freestanding
structure in your yard, you can still design a few places to
store your garden equipment, such as a shed. If you’re an
accomplished woodworker, you can build this shed over a few
weekends. If you use some of the leftover timber from other
projects you made, you can also spend a bit less money on
your equipment and tools.

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on. 

Supplies

Caulk gun

Brad nail tool

Miter saw

Tape measure

Driver/drill (cordless)

Framing square



Circular saw

Hammer

Wood chisel

Straightedge

Drill bit set

Speed square

Instructions

This shed consists of 3 components: four walls, a ceiling, and
doorway. Trimmed boards should protect the walls of your
shed.

Phase 1: Cover the walls

Take the wooden boards that make up the walls and connect
them together with joists and plates. Pick the right pieces of
timber you need and move them toward the front so that they
can be visible.

Nail the walls together and align them with the 3/8’’-long
wooden side panels. The front section will cover the difference
between the corners once you put up the gate.

Then, attach the top and bottom sheets to all sides and joists on
the walls. The edges should be mirror images of one another,
with the exception of the highest forepart rim joist, which
should be placed ½ an inch from the top next to the doors.
Utilize screws that tighten the frame securely. Then, in the
place where fasteners are noticeable at the forefront, use 2 ½’’-
long nails.

Attach the 4×4 stumps to the baseboards and proceed to nail
them to the base of the plywood.



Phase 2: Roof-building

Cut and pin the two sets of rafters together. Then, attach them
to the fascia and ridge frames. Place some nails in the roof’s
underlay, further sealing the edges shut and hammering the
front and back nails in place. Hammer the roof trims down,
clip a roof cover on, and shingle the top. When you are using
cedar shingles, use thin crown staples, then fasten the side
nails. Allow for differences among the cedar shingles and nail
an aluminum strip over the ridge underneath the roof’s
shingles.

Phase 3: Mounting the roof

Put the finished roof in place. Then, screw the front and back
boards to connect the foundation to the wall.

Keep your shed’s walls upright and fasten the frame. Then,
connect its front collar with the front rim jamb and balance
them so they are side by side. Hammer the cedar panel to the
edges while orienting the bottom of the 1x3 section toward the
protruding plywood edge around the front wall. Glue and
secure the back and front side sheets together to connect the
roof and foundation. Then, use the backboard to frame the
design and make it rigid.

Phase 4: Trimming the front and hanging the door

The rear panel should be lined with felt roofing and shingles.
You must also place some metal across the surface of the door
so that rain doesn’t leak into the shed.

Hammer the piece of the front panel to attach it to the parallel
side battens. Then, construct the doors, slice the mortises on
the hinges, and put them in place. Leave about 1/8’’ of space



between the door and the top. If needed, stain or paint the door
and place the shed on a few inches of rubble. Then, add or
extract gravel from underneath the joists until the shed is
stable and the space over the door is level. Put the shed onto
the wall studs to prevent it from collapsing. Then, drill two ½’’
gaps into the plywood screws around the surface joists and
secure the 2 ½’’sections firmly on the shed.



8.4 Mortising a Hinge 

Mark the position of the hinge on a jamb that is close to the

frame, around less than 1/8th of an inch around the peak of the
screen, to be precise. Separate the leaves of the hinge, then
connect the tip of a leaf to the jamb or door. Pre-drill a hole
and attach the leaf in that space, further cutting the material
with a sharp knife so that the space is around the same level as
that of the hinge leaves around all three sides.

Cut the hinge and create a sequence of angular cuts to assess
the depth of the mortise. Then, flip the chisel around and
gently tap the pieces with the hammer. Then, use the beveled
front of the chisel to cut ¼’’ divisions. Proceed to test its hinge
leaf fitting and chisel any extra wood out before the leaf lies
flat.

If the joints do not completely match one another when you
are installing the door, softly hammer the leaves until they do.



8.4 DIY Pet Bed
Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Furring Strips

1 - 2x4x10

2 - 1x2x8

3 - 1x4x8

Instructions

Phase 1: Create the base



Begin by creating a few cuts yourself. The foundation of this bed
should be about 22′′ long with five 2x4x10 segments having been
removed. You can used the Kreg Jig on each as you will also notice
that the ½′′-long pocket gap and the two ½′′-long pocket pit screws
have been included.

Phase 2: Make the back of the bed

The back of the bed consists of one furring strip. In this case, you
can create three segments that are 22′′ long each. To fasten the
boards, you may use ¾′′-long pocket gaps and 1 ¼′’-long pocket slot
screws.

Phase 3: Attach the backside

You can use the cordless nailer to secure the back to the frame. You
may further add a line of wood glue across the back. To put it in
place, use one ½′′-long nail.

Phase 4: Construct the sides

To make the sides, attach three 18.25’’-long and two 10.25’’-long
furring strips to every side. Then, set up your boards and place some
glue along each side. Next, use the cordless nailer at every end in
order to add the 1×2.

Both edges will also use a 15.25′′ cutoff. While implementing such
reductions, make sure to double check the dimensions you are using.
To add these parts to the top and bottom, use your nailer and wood
glue.

Phase 5: Compare the sides

Connect the sides to the foundation and back. Then, the foundation
on its side and add some wood glue to the edges.

Next, use your 2′′-long nailer to fasten the ends, while further adding
glue to the sides. You shouldn’t use too little glue as the nails will
keep everything in position until the former fully dries.



Then, repeat this step with the additional sidepiece.

Phase 6: Construct the front

Add a ¼’’-long cut at 24′′ to the front board. Then, use wood glue
and a nailer to put everything together.

Phase 7: Make the pegs

Build the pegs (or feet) of your pet bed by cutting out four 4’’-wide
wooden pieces. Then, use wood glue and a 1 ¼′′ nailer to fasten to
every one of those edges.

Phase 8: Use a finish

Stain your pet bed with some polish and wait for it to dry. Then,
place a small pillow or rug in the bed that your pet can lie on.



8.5 Wooden Doormat
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Sandpaper

Table saw

Nail gun (hammer and/or nails) 

Miter box

Wood glue

2 – 1x 4 cedar panels



Instructions

Cut the 1x4 piece in half using a table saw. Then, cut a thick portion
of cedar wood to use for the frame, which can be about 13/16’’ long.
Determine and mark the length of your frame. Cut your frame pieces
at a 45° angle utilizing your miter package. Glue the picture together
and then screw it in place. Proceed to bend the panel at a 45° angle
and position it closely to the edge. Then, mark the other edge where
it should be sawed. Cut another 45° angle and glue and solder the
fragment within the case. Repeat this step until the frame is
complete. Then, sand the bottom and some of the other frames.



8.6 Picnic Table
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any setbacks
or difficulties later on.

Supplies

4 - 8′ elongated 2×4 sheets

2 - 8′ elongated 2×6 sheets

2 - 8′ elongated 2×2 sheets

6 - 8′ elongated 1×4 sheets

40 - 2 ½″ jig screws (Kreg)

2″ surface nails

1 ¼″ surface nails

Sandpaper

1″ timber screws

2″ timber screws



Wood glue

Measuring tape

Outdoor sealant and stain

Nail gun

Miter saw

Jigsaw

Kreg Jig

Sander

Drill

Instructions

To begin, you can combine two different table designs that are meant
for kids. In this case, you can alter the edges to avoid using more
timber to support the underside of the table.

Firstly, in order to build both sides, use a jigsaw to slice the porthole
and the bottom nozzle, further adding all the sides together and
finishing the seat of the roof. This can take about 5 hours to
complete if you are working by yourself. You can also use the nail
device to keep different components together. If you want to use as
little wood as possible for this project, you need to be careful of how
you carve your panels.

You can begin by using the jig and driving holes throughout the 20′′-
long and 10 ½′′ 2x2 panels. These will serve as the tabletop and seat
supports. Then, place the jig at certain openings, which include 19
½′′, 14 ½′′, 11′′, 9′′, 5½′′, 3 ½′′, and ½” for 20′′-long boards. The
other dimensions pertaining to the board’s flat end are a 10½′′ panel,
9 ¾′′, 8′′, 5 7/8′′, 4 ½′′, 2 ¾′′ and 3/4′′.

The tabletop’s supporting piece should then be fixed to the top of the
table slat. Then, add glue to the 2x2 at the highest point of the edge
slat. Proceed to grab the 2′′ nails and use them in your project. You
shouldn’t be too concerned with the front-showing screws as they’re



under the tabletop surface overhang. You should only make sure not
to insert screws or nails into one of the gaps in the jig.

Next, install the 24′′ 1x4 pieces so that they are adjacent to the pillar.
Then, fasten them to the ¼′′-long nail, further gluing it to the first
surface. Proceed to make a pair of ¼′′-long surfaces with a ¼′′-thick
wood scrap to assist with the placement of your object. Then, utilize
it to attach the remainder of the frames.

Once you have added the base plate, press down on it with your
jigsaw so it doesn’t fall to the floor. Then, carve out a ½′′-long piece,
further leaving approximately 5’’ of space on either end.

Once all the slats at the side are fixed, mount the 24 ¼′′-long
wooden screws using 1¼′′ from the back so that they wouldn’t turn
up over the front.

Next, attach the supports to your chair. Stack 10 ½′′-long boards
over the bent edge with your jigsaw and keep them in place using
glue and 2′′ screws. Next, set out a 13 5/8’’ sheet that’s bent at both
ends and is 2 ¼′′ apart from the bottom. Then, use adhesive and 2′′-
long nails, further turning the piece over to fasten the ¼′′-long
wooden screw.

After completing both sides, you can drill holes in the tube. You may
further attach a strip of cord to a thumbnail tack to create a 7’’-long
ring and then connect this to a compass that is 3 ½′′ wide. You can
place the thumbnail tack in the middle of the port slot middle, trace
your ring, and then saw it off.

Then, use the 2′′-long wooden screws to attach the 2x4 to the 2x2 as
well as the 40 ½′′-long piece. You can hold it so that it is hovering
¾′′ under the seat backing. Then, connect the base to the other side
and add the tabletop and the chairs.

Use your 1/4”-long spacers and hammer your 2′′-long nails into the
boards. Then, crawl underneath the table with two ½′′-long jig
screws and use the gaps you dug to mount the rim.



8.7 Plant Stand

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Construction glue and/or screws 

1 2×8 (at least 2 feet long)

2 - 2x4x6

1 hook

Stain or paint (based on preference)

Saw

Hanging basket used for plants

1 - 2×8 cut into 24’’

2 - 2×4 cut into 19.5’’

1 - 2×4 cut into 16.5’’



2 - 2×4 cut into 36’’

Instructions

You can split the pieces of wood at home. However, if you
can’t or aren’t too sure of whether you can accurately saw
through the wood, you can drop by either Lowes or Home
Depot and have them cut the wood for you. Just make sure to
inform them about the trims and know that they might be
based on who uses the device. However, feel free to make any
necessary adjustments yourself.

Phase 1: Gather the frame together

The correct way to connect the boards to one another is usually
to use a ruler or straightedge to ensure that both sides are
straight.

If you don’t have a drill, you can also glue together the
different pieces that are needed. You can make use of your nail
device to fasten the sides together tightly. However, if you do



use glue, make sure not to move your piece for 24 hours so that
it can fully dry.

Phase 2: Connect the underside

You should connect the bottom using a few screws. You can
wait until your glue dries or until the structure is removed.
Once you have applied glue to the bottom of the structure,
allow the object to dry over the next 24 hours.

Phase 3: Paint the frame

Proceed to paint the frame in whichever way that you like. You
can also add other designs to it, depending on how interested
you are in adding something like a “welcome” sign and how
artistic you are.

Phase 4: Attach the hook

Fasten a loop to the back of the middle plate, which you should
then secure in one place.

Phase 5: Finalize the object

Use glue as well as a nail gun to strengthen your plant stand. If
you use glue, wait 24 hours for your creation to dry.

Phase 6: Add polyurethane coat

Since this plant frame will be placed outside, you should add a
finish to it. In this case, you may apply 2 to 3 coats of
polyurethane outdoors, which will enable your plant holder to
look amazing in the seasons to come.



8.8 Wooden Bench
 

Purchase all the materials you need in advance to avoid any
setbacks or difficulties later on.

Supplies

Counter-sink drill set

Circular saw

Speed square

Driver/cordless drill

Construction glue

2 - ½’’-long deck screws

Instructions

Finish the exterior

Assemble two 10’and 2x8 pieces. Then, proceed to glue them and a
bunch of screws together to create this durable bench. It’s really not



too difficult as even a novice can finish it within a couple of hours.

Make the corners

Beginning on one side of the 10’-long panel, cut five identical logs
in order to construct the legs of your wooden bench.

Then, chop the logs so that their diameter is about 2 x 10’. Proceed
to split the platform with an 8’ and 2x8 backrest.

Spread out the sides and mount them as mirror images, further using
the bench’s orientation and back sides to your advantage. Combine
together three 2 ½’’ legs with deck hooks and glue. To prevent the
wood from breaking, pre-drill all the holes with a screw, further
using a countersink piece. Finally, place the sides next to one
another, stick them together, and turn the seat back and forth.

Complete your wooden bench by applying some polish or paint.



8.9
Corner Plant Stand
 

You can use around 40’ of 2x4 pieces to create this DIY unit.
When constructing this object, you can alter the dimensions
based on the size of your plant and where you want to place
the plant stand itself.

If you want additional support, each layer has two 2x4s that
act as anchors on each side while further being placed in the



center (at the corner).

You may use your miter-saw, circular saw, or table saw to
make all the wooden pieces. Once you have the pieces ready,
you may attach them to one another using wood glue. Then,
wait for the wood to dry completely.

Since wood glue helps keep the boards intact, it is crucial that
all the boards are glued horizontally so that they do not have a
flush bottom.

After gluing, fasten the panels together, and let them dry.
Then, use a drill and two ½′′ deck screws to connect all the
fused parts together. Using these screws is quite important
because the glue isn’t very durable when applied to transverse
boards, so the screws help keep everything in place.

You may further spray and paint the entire structure with open-
air paint, which will prevent the wood from being damaged by
water and will help it stay in a better physical condition.



8.10 Simple Timber Outdoor Bench
Simple outdoor benches are particularly great because they are
rather easy to make, even if the individual components of such a
bench can be heavy. Moreover, the best thing about these kinds of
benches is that they are extremely durable and rot-proof, thereby
ensuring that they can last outside for very long periods of time
without being replaced.

Gather all the materials

Building a wooden bench will not take you too much time,
especially if you are familiar with and can use power tools. If you
don’t have experience with them, that’s also alright as you can still
create this bench by hand. It will just take you a few more hours,
so you’ll just need to be patient as the end product is the same.

You can make this bench with a drill or driver, curved saw, and
some basic hand tools. However, if you have a router as well as a
random spin polisher, you’ll get faster and better results.



All the supplies can be purchased at hardware stores. When
selecting the wood, make sure to pick the flattest types as this will
make your job much easier. Keep in mind that since this is a
bench, it is meant to be sat on by people, so using a bumpy or
curved piece of wood is not ideal.

3 bottom sections

You can construct your entire bench using wood, a few reinforced
anchor bolts, and a washer. Once you apply some black paint as
well as an exterior stain, your bench will be ready to sit on.
However, the toughest part of the project is selecting the right
types of wood.

Instructions

1. Determine the length of the pieces

Three pieces of timber will serve as the bedrock of this project. If
you decide to purchase them, you will notice that the logs may be
longer than 8’’, meaning that you will need to break off each piece
to make it exactly 96’’. Place every log on a couple of sawhorses,
using your speed square to draw a penciled pattern on all four
sides.

2. Cut the material three times

For a complete cut, use the rotating saw blade to cut the first line.
Then, use this square as a reference for the timber’s broad
“facings.” However, one step isn’t enough as you’ll need to cut the
material again.

Flip the wood to the side after you complete the first break. Then,
slide the blade of your saw partway through the “kerf” (slit)
you’ve just created to match the other kerf. Then, repeat this step
to make the third and last cut. Then, proceed to split the remainder
of the sections so that they are each the same length.



3. Sand the wood

Use a random orbit polisher as well as 60-grit sandpaper to smooth
out the wood.

4. Label the notches

Connecting each leg to the beams of a seat sounds difficult but it’s
actually a pretty easy task. L-shaped notches in the legs protect the
exterior beams of the bench’s seat. In addition, U-shaped notches
are often carved into a bench’s support structures so that the faces
of the leg will rest about ¼’’ away from the beams. Use a rotating
saw, pin, and hardwood chisel in order to shape the notches in a
similar way.

Tip each one of the outer beams to the end and mark the template
sections with “Xs” along the edges while further marking the sides
of the beams using a pencil and square.

5. Create shoulder cuts

Adjust the depth settings of the the rotating saw cutter and then
create a straight split on either side of the cut using the square as a
reference (fasten it tight if necessary). The outer parts of the folds
in the legs, as well as the beams, are well-defined in this case. The
panels get two cuts per notch in the shoulder whereas the legs are
cut with one shoulder per nozzle.

6. Cut the kerf

Place a sequence of drawing kerfs in the beams among the
shoulder slicing that took place to create the folds. The legs
include one shoulder trim per curve, so you should begin to trim
your kerfs at the endpoints and work toward cutting the shoulder.

7. Shake the slivers free

Shake free any slivers of wood with your claw hammer when you
are done chopping.



8. Use the chisel to smooth the notches

Smooth any notches with a small wood chisel.

9. Round the corners

The sides of the beams and the legs of the seat are hard. Therefore,
if you come across any jagged shards, make sure to sand them
down before you set up your bench. Put the beams as well as the
legs over the sawhorses. Then, knock them off with the router and
place ¼’’ of the legs in every one of the corners. You should also
make sure that the router is moving in an anticlockwise direction.
When you do not have a converter, you should use sandpaper or a
simple orbit sander to do the job. Make sure to refrain from
circling the tips of the knobs.

10. Drill prototype holes with screws 

If you’re preparing to apply varnish to your bench, now is the time
to do it. You will have to let the lumber dry out a little before
staining as pressure-treated timber is often quite damp.

Place the bench’s external beams upside down over the sawhorses
with U-shaped notches. Then, fit the legs’ L-shaped notches into
each of U-shaped beams. The L-shaped notches must fit nicely
into the U-shaped notches and the legs’ tops should be compatible
with the seat beam tops. The legs’ faces should rest a little ahead
of the seating beams. If the joints are not touching, you may
proceed to apply pressure to them using a rubber hammer. If they
still don’t come together, you may need to fine-tune the joint with
your chisel.

Place the 3rd beam (the one without the pegs) among the two other
beams, ensuring that the gaps are about ½’’ wide. Then, place the
ledgers on the legs, tightly pull them all together, and use clamps
to keep them in this position for a while. Drill prototype holes
through the tops of the legs, with two being drilled through every



other L-shaped notch and one below the shoulder of each notch.
You should also drill one hole in each ledger’s center.

11. Paint the screwdrivers and washers

After that, proceed to paint the heads of the washers and lag
screws. Then, allow them to dry.

12. Move the screws

Once they’re dry, drive screws and washers into all the prototype
openings you drilled. A socket impact driver works wonderfully
for this. However, you can also use a ratchet or wrench as well. If
they get scratched, you may apply some additional paint to the
screws if you’d like.



Conclusion

Wood is an extremely important resource that human beings
have made use of for millennia. Due to archaeology,
woodworking methods and artefacts that were used thousands
of years ago have been discovered. This indicates the history
of this craft and how important it was to multiple civilizations
in different time periods. Moreover, many of the tools used by
carpenters today, such as chisels, have existed since the
Middle Ages or even earlier. In the past, carpenters had to
learn how to construct buildings and shelters by only using
wood. Such designs utilized wooden joints to tie pieces of
wood together into sturdy frames that would endure for several
years. Moreover, our ancestors used wood dowels to hold
wood together. While carpenters often use wood joints to bind
wood, they also use other material such as wood glue to ensure
that joints do not break over time.

Carpentry is among the oldest of human crafts. Without the
invention of woodworking techniques, we would not have
been able to evolve as a people and further utilize wood to aid
in our infrastructural, intellectual, and technological
development. Carpentry itself involves so much more than
simply bringing together two pieces of wood; it’s also about
learning and understanding different sciences, such as
mathematics, which will help you make different tools and
items from this material.

If you’re trying out carpentry for the first time, we guarantee
you that you will never look at a piece of wooden furniture the
same way again. This is largely because you will learn first-



hand about the amount of effort and dedication that
woodworkers put into their craft.

In addition, carpentry is representative of human creativity and
development, further allowing us to take basic materials and
design them to form both aesthetic art pieces and utilitarian
objects. Although many of the projects in this book have
focused on the construction of practical objects, you should
not forget that you can also learn how to make art using wood.
If you consider yourself to be artistic, you may truly enjoy
carving things like statues out of wood or making beautiful
wooden jewelry boxes. If this sounds appealing to you, I
would highly recommend that you try to make a few of the
utilitarian and aesthetic projects described in this book. Then,
once you have tried out and mastered a few of these, branch
out and see if you can use woodworking tools and equipment
to make exclusively aesthetic objects.

Aside from the sheer pleasure and joy of producing art, there
is another “practical” purpose behind this. In other words, if
you realize that you are skilled at making wood art, you can
try to sell your creations to interested clients or buyers and
begin to turn a profit. This way, you can earn some income
from your hobby and perhaps even take up woodworking full-
time, if that is something that you’d like.

If you don’t consider yourself to be very artistic but you still
enjoy woodworking and are skilled at making useful objects,
you can also try to sell your objects online. This can help you
avoid cluttering your house or workspace with your creations
while further enabling other people to appreciate your work
due to its practical benefits. Either way, the possibilities that
stem from the woodworking opportunities that exist are truly



endless. There are many reasons and ways in which you can
take up woodworking – you will just need to figure out for
yourself what kind of activities you want to undertake as a
woodworker. This fun journey can teach you more about
yourself and what you are really passionate about, so I highly
recommend that you relish it and take advantage of it while
you can.
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