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"The best-laid plans of mice 
and men often go awry:' 
The adage based on Robert 
Burns' often -quoted poem 
could have been written 
with the selfbuilder in 
mind. There are plenty of 

things that can, and do, go wrong with a 
typical house build due to any number of 
factors: the planners, the weather, unreliable 
or incompetent builders, suppliers who 
go broke, lenders who won't play ball ... 

Then there are the things that may never 
have even occurred to you when you start your 
dream home project, such as ransom strips, 
easements and covenants, ground conditions, 
utility connection charges, unexpected 
CIL charges, and rejected VAT claims. 

Gerald Cole explores the potential 
of each of these elements to blow your 
budget in this month's Topping Out. Read 
his Six Hidden Costs on page 112. 

Architect David Hayhow had plenty of time 
to consider all of the potential banana skins 
and more when he undertook his Passivhaus 
build in Somerset. He wisely spent the five 
years between buying the commercial site at 
auction and it being vacated to carefully plan 
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his new home. The result is a zero-energy, 
low maintenance home that will serve his and 
his wife's requirements well into old age. Built 
using the Passivhaus Planning Package, even the 
surplus energy is used to charge their electric 
car. Read about the impressive build on page 74. 

Fellow architect Andrew Khoury also had 
to take into account the long-term needs 
of the occupants - his in -laws - when he 
designed their new home, based on Frank Lloyd 
Wright's iconic Fallingwater in Pennsylvania. 

The stunning new home overlooks a 
pond and is complemented with eye­
catching artwork. There are more examples 
from Khoury's impressive portfolio in 
our Leading Light interview, following 
on from the case study on page 70. 

And if you're still looking for inspiration, 
our other case studies include a stunning 
contemporary home overlooking the 
River Exe with lots of glazing to maximise 
the views, a striking German-influenced 
home on a secluded lane in South 
Devon, and an impressive Art Deco-style 
home in Plymouth, built using ICF. 
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Architect 
pioneer dies 
RIBA Gold Medal­
winning a rchitect 
Edward Cullinan has 
died, aged 88. Known 
as Ted, Cullinan was 
awarded the medal 
in recognition of his 
"inspirational pract ice 
and teaching". His 
buildings include the 
Fountains Abbey Visitor 
Centre a nd the Weald 
and Downland Gridshell, 
which was shortl isted 
for the Stirling Prize in 
2002. He a lso taught at 
The Bartlett, Sheff ield 
University, MIT a nd the 
University of Ed inburgh. 

Revolution for 
property sector 
The UK property sector 
is 'on the cusp of a 
digital revolution', 
according to housing 
m inister Esther McVey. 

Speaking at a 
meeting with Proptech 
firms, McVey said that 
new technologies could 
allow communities 
to see models 
and interactive 
maps of planned 
development and 
comment on p lanning 
applications online. 

Developers would be 
able to identify sites so 
that more houses could 
be built more quickly 
and suitable brownfield 
sites earmarked more 
swiftly for development. 

"New technology 
wi ll link builders to 
brownfield sites more 
easily, enhance how 
developers engage with 
local communities, help 
builders deliver new 
homes a nd modernise 
the way we buy a nd 
sell la nd a nd houses, 
cutting the time it takes 
to get housing from 
the d rawing board to 
families getting the 
keys," McVey said. 

• 

CLT home wins 
prestigious 
timber award 
Push-Pull House, a playfully 
creative, light-filled new home 
built of cross laminated timber 
(CL T) with exposed timber right 
throughout the interior, won the 
Custom & Self-Build category of the 
2019 Structural Timber Awards. 

The family home in Amersham 
was designed by Cullinan Studio, 
w hich was founded by the 
recently deceased pioneering 
a rchitect Ted Cull inan (see left). 

CLT helped to m inimise the 
construction time for the house as the 
w hole frame was erected in just three 
weeks. This meant that watertightness 
was achieved quickly, a llowing 
internal trades to progress early on, 
accelerating the overall programme. 

Visual grade CLT panels provided 
instant finished surfaces that 
reduced the amount of finishing 
materia ls required, therefore 
cutting out a lot of waste. 

Overlapping voids and double-height 
walls form a sequence of volumes 
so the living spaces f low together, 
making for a fun and sociable home. 

Build-to-rent 
homes up 20% 
The number of build-to-rent 
(BTR) homes across the UK has 
grown by 20 per cent year­
on-year to 148,000 homes. 

The figures from the British 
Property Federation (BPF) 
include BTR homes completed, 
under construction or in 
planning between the third 
quarters of 2018 and 2019. 
The number of completed 
homes rose by 31 per cent in 
the same period to 34,840. 

There are now 148,046 BTR 
homes at varying stages 
of development across the 
country, up by 24,509 last year. 

The sector continues to 
go from strength to strength, 
with the pipeline growing 
considerably in the year to 
the third quarter of 2019. This 
is highlighted by the number 
of homes in planning, which 
soared by 23 per cent to 77,446. 

The BPF said the average size of 
BTR developments is also growing, 
indicating the confidence 
of investors in the sector. 

In the third quarter of 2019, 
the average size of each 
completed BTR scheme was 133 
homes, with 245 homes for the 
schemes under construction. 

Councils urged to support self build 
More than half of all local 
p lanning authorities support 
custom and self-build housing, 
according to the Right to 
Build task force. This follows 
its comprehensive analysis 
of all current and emerging 
Local Plans across Engla nd. 

The figure of 58 per cent 
is well up from 24 per cent in 
2015. The welcome news for 
selfbuilders was a nnounced in 
the run-up to Right to Build Day, 
w hich marked the date when 
authorities were obligated to 
demonstrate that t hey have 
matched numbers on their Right 
to Build registers with sufficient 
development permissions. 

Local Plans ore a key tool 
for authorit ies to help meet 
their legal requirements under 
the Self- build and Custom 
Housebuilding Act 2015. 

The assessment revealed 
that 76 per cent of authorities 
that have adopted a Local 
Plan since the legislation was 
introduced have a p lanning 
policy which supports custom-

a nd self-build housing, up from 
13 per cent from the pre­
legislation posit ion in April 2016. 

The task force also found that 
while post- legislation p lans ore 
becoming more ambitious, few 
offer the necessary support 
within the spirit of the legislation. 
Most only include vague policies 
supporting custom- and self­
build housing in principle, without 
actua lly enabling development. 

In welcoming the positive 
find ings of the a nalysis, Mario 
Wolf, director of the Right to 
Build task force, sa id there 
was still a long way to go. 

"lt is unacceptable that a round 
five years on from the 2015 Act 
a lmost one in three adopted 
post- legislation p lans and one 
in four emerging Local Plans 
a re making no provision for 
custom- and self- build housing. 

"We hope that those authorities 
without policies will soon act 
to ensure that their Local Plan 
facil itates more local communities 
to build owner-commissioned 
homes.," Mr Wolf said. 

Self builds fuelling SME sector 
The self- a nd custom-build sector 
is vital to the future of small and 
medium builders, according 
to the latest f indings of the 
Federation of Master Builders. 

The FMB's 2019 House Builders' 
Survey shows that over half 
of its housebuilder members 
have taken on self-build 
cl ients, reflecting the c lose 
links between the SME market 
a nd custom a nd self build. 

The a nnual survey assesses 
the housing market and the 
constra ints facing the small- and 
medium-sized housebuilders 

(SME), a sector that's experienced 
a dramatic decline. 

In 1988 two- thirds of all the UK's 
homes were built by SME builders, 
a nd by 2014 this had d ropped to 
just a third. Since 2007 the number 
of SME housebuilders has halved. 

The survey found that 52 per 
cent of housebuilder members 
built a new home to the plan 
a nd specification of the new 
homeowner in the last year. 

Of these most ( 42 per cent) 
built one, 32 per cent built two, 
10 per cent built four to five a nd 
12 per cent built six to 10 homes. 
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Rafael de Cardenas penthouse 
in Greenwich Village. 
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Inspiration on every page 
Houses: Extraordinary Living by Phaidon editors 
(Phaidon: £39.95) 

Any selfbuilder looking for inspiration would do well to browse the 
pages of this handsome book. There is inspirat ion on virtually every 
page, though obviously not all the houses will appeal to every reader. 

On each of the book's 400 pages is a sing le photograph with 
a brief description of some of the most innovative and influential 
architect-designed houses c reated since the early 20th century. 

The homes a re visually paired to make it easier for the reader 
to make their own connections and inc lude a cross section of 
the most remarkable residential achievements, from Modernist 
icons to feats of technological, materia l, and spatial innovation. 

Countries and locations famed for their houses, such os 
Austra lia and Japan, the Case Study Houses in Los Angeles, 
New Conoon in Connecticut, and Fire Island in New York, o re all 
featured here, a long with iconic a rchitects of the 20th century, 
including Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, and Morcel Breuer. 

The book covers a wide range of styles, including Modernism, 
Postmodernism, Brutalism, Regionalism, and International Style. 

This is the ult imate volume of house porn. 
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Amazing inside spaces 
Interiors: The Greatest Rooms of 
the Century by Phaidon editors 
(Phaidon: £59.95) 

Everything about this book exudes 
quality, from the beautiful velvet 
cover to the superb reproduction 
of the countless photographs 
showing the stunning interiors 
from around the world. 

With such a g rand iose t it le 
and its claim of depicting 
400 of the world's best living 
spaces, the book certainly has 
a lot to live up to and so easily 
could hove fo iled. But within its 
420-odd pages, o re ind ividual 
rooms c reated by 300 of the 
most influentia l people in interior 
design. lt wou ld be easy to 
assume that this is just another 
showcase of how the other ha lf 
lives - and there o re quite a few 
homes belong ing to the rich and 
famous. However, it is p robably 
best described os on eclectic 
collection of styles, rang ing from 
the sumptuous to the downright 
whocky. A case in point is 
German art ist Kurt Schw itter's 
bizarre living room. Influenced 
by Doli, Schwitter referred to it os 
the "Cathedral of Erotic Mystery". 

The room was never completed 
- "in p rinciple always in f lux". 

Compare that with the 
more trad it ional writing room 
in the tower at Sissinghurst 
c reated by Vito Sackville West, 
the sheer opulence of Gionni 
Versoce's bedroom at his luxury 
Caso Cosuorino in Miami, the 
geometric simplicity of Oswold 
Mothius Ungers' kitchen at his 
home in Cologne, and the 
contemporary minimolism of 
John Powson's London home. 

Of course, there's plenty 
to see and admire in a ll t he 
various design styles that 
spanned the 20th century: 
baroque baroque, Bohemian, 
Chorleston, cheap and cheerfu l, 
chintz, cosy, faux, Hollywood 
Regency, loft style, Memphis, 
Modernism, Mid-Century 
Modern, shabby chic, and too 
many more to name here. 

If t here is one crit icism it is 
that there is only one photo of 
each room. The publishers argue 
that this is enough but another 
angle would provide a better 
perspective. Even so, this is a 
book to request for Christmas 
- or your Desert Island Discs. 

The benchmark for renovators 
EnerPHit by 
James Traynor 
(RIBA Publishing: 
£14.99) 

With so much interest 
from selfbui lders in 
Possivhaus it was 
only a matter of time 
before renovators 
and convertors 
turned to EnerPHit, 
the Passivhous Institute gold 
standard for existing build ings, 
in order to save money and 
hopefully the p lanet itself. 

EnerPHit (the PH is for Passive 
House) is a practical guide 
written by Jomes Traynor, 
MD of ECD Architects which 
has been at the forefront of 
sustainable design since 1980. 
Troynor is a designer and 
director in charge of severa l 
important retrofit projects, 
most notably Wimcote House, 
which is the UK case study for 
the EuroPHit programme. 

His guide provides architects, 
designers, and serious g reen 
renovators w ith the tools to 
retrofit existing build ings to 
demonstrate what is possible 
when it comes to carbon 
reduction. This is essentia l if 

the UK is to reach 
the government's 
carbon zero target 
for 2050. UK owners 
wi ll be required 
to upgrade their 
buildings to adhere 
to inc reasingly 
stringent energy 
performance 
requirements, 

yet so for there has been 
no c lear advice on how 
this con be achieved. 

The EnerPHit standard 
offers a c lear methodology. 
With nearly 20 per cent of UK 
carbon emissions attributed 
to the heating and cooling 
of buildings, tackling our 
inefficient stock addresses 
both carbon emissions and 
fuel poverty, while achieving 
better thermal comfort and 
a healthier environment. 

The book offers a practical 
understanding of a passive 
house. Backed with real-
life case studies, it enables 
the reader to understand 
how to achieve successful 
outcomes that o re tailored 
to suit available budgets 
and programmes. 







New role for Design 
Museum director 
A director of the Design 
Museum who helped it grow 
into an award-winning 
museum dedicated to 
contemporary design and 
architecture, is to take up 
a new role at Lancaster 
University. Deyan Sudjic 
will become Distinguished 
Professor of Design and 
Architecture Studies at the 
university's new School of 
Architecture. In 2007 Sudjic 
initiated the Designs of the 
Year Award which feature the 
most significant designs in the 
world. He also devised a series 
of ground-breaking exhibitions 
at the museum, including the 
first UK retrospective on the 
work of architect Zaha Hadid. 

CIAT appoints 
new president 
Eddie Weir has been 
appointed the 29th president 
of the Chartered Institute of 
Architectural Technologists. 
Weir is the principal partner 
and founder of Architectural 
Design Partnership, a 
practice based in Holywood, 
Co Down, Belfast. He has 
previously served the 
Institute as vice-president 
practice, and as chair of the 
Northern Ireland region. 

Pioneering planner 
remembered 
The first English Heritage blue 
plaque for a town planner 
has been dedicated to mark 
World Town Planning Day 2019. 

Sir Patrick Abercrombie 
was one of the leading 
figures of the post-war 
planning system. Originally 
an architect, he went on 
to found the country's first 
planning school in Liverpool. 

He later made an 
enormous contribution 
to planning practice, 
producing the Greater 
London Plan of 1944 which 
was largely instrumental 
in reshaping London and 
its surrounding region for 
the following half century. 

Abercrombie moved to 63 
Egerton Gardens, SW3 in 1935. 
He is thought to have lived 
there for around 10 years. 

The English Heritage 
blue plaque was installed 
on the building on the 
70th anniversary of World 
Town Planning Day. 

• 
est 

First Para 79 permission 
for East Staffordshire 
Matthew and Eleanor Elias have realised 
their ambition to build their dream home 
on the outskirts of their local village under 
a special planning clause which allows 
for exceptional homes to be built in areas 
otherwise considered unsuitable, the first 
such permission granted in the county. 

Planning consent was attained under 
Paragraph 79 of the National Planning 
Policy Framework, which allows the 
building of exceptional new isolated 
homes within the countryside, calling for 
designs which are "truly outstanding or 
innovative, reflecting the highest standards 
of architecture" and which will"significantly 
enhance their immediate setting". 

Achieving such planning is notoriously 
difficult and, mindful of its successful 
track record in one-off houses and 
Paragraph 79 projects in the region, the 
couple approached Lathams of Derby 
and Nottingham to design their ambitious 
and ground-breaking 'forever' home. 

The Elias family has a long history of living 
and farming in the village of Stanton, which 
dates back to the 16th century, and Matthew 
and Eleanor plan to build a modern, zero-

Contemporary-style 
conversion of hangar 
Planning permission has been granted for a 
former small aircraft hangar to be converted 
into a contemporary-style home in Wiltshire. 
The design by Richmond Bell Architects 
features a predominantly glazed full -
height open frontage where the sliding 
door mechanisms are retained on the 
original Fosse Hanger, near Alderton. 

In all other regards the 
building's simple form is 
unchanged, although new 
cladding will be applied to 
the main wall structures. 
An array of windows to 
the rear serves the more 
private accommodation 
while to the sides expanses 
of glazing provide light 
over both floors. 
The external cladding 

will be unstained hard 
wood below a similarly 
finished roof covering. 
Work has started on the 
project which is expected 
to be completed next year. 

ers 

carbon house that respects its context and 
stays faithful to the local vernacular. 

The house is based on three defined 
zones, inspired by the informal layout 
of local farmsteads, with a central 
'field room' connecting them. 

A public consultation on the 
design was held in the village and an 
independent review undertaken to build 
support for the design proposals. 

The planning application was submitted 
earlier this year and full permission was 
granted in September - the first such consent 
under Paragraph 79 in East Staffordshire. 

--
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A steep 18m slope down to the bank of the River Avon 
provided the basis for AR Design Studio's Folding 
House, a private, bespoke new house in Ringwood. The 
site is bordered by mature trees with stunning views of 
the surrounding Hampshire landscape. 

The house steps down the hill, with a folded ribbon 
connecting each floor and linking the entrance of the 
site down to the river front. Solid timber boxes were 
inserted in between this ribbon where private spaces 
were required, with the remaining space offering 
open-plan living with a connection to the expansive 
balconies and stunning views beyond. 

The top floor of the house, situated at entrance level, 
contains most of the open-plan living spaces, while 
the middle floor accommodates bedrooms. The lower 
ground floor provides guest accommodation and 
further living spaces connected to the lower outside 
space to the rear. A central atrium and staircase 
connects each floor, leading occupants from the 
front door at the top of the site down through the 
house and onto the garden. Each level of the building 
features terraces to connect the interior with outdoor 
living and the surrounding landscape. 

The internal finishes of each room are bright and 
clean, allowing light to flood throughout the building 
while maintaining the view of the outdoors as the focal 
point of each space. Timber cladding runs through the 
building, softening the internal spaces and providing 
a relationship to the verdant surroundings. Light grey 
tiles run seamlessly between indoors and out, giving 
definition to the ribbon as it folds down the site. 
AR Design Studio: ardesignstudio.co.uk 



FLOORPLAN 

... 
---· - -

( -

\ • 
! EJ 

- -
ENTRANCE LEVEL 

-'-

r: 
[ 

-

-
~-

i • 

- . 4 '4 

h 

~ 

\:.. ll:JI .. _.. 

_ .. -~ 

-::Jtj 

~ 

·-

..... 

- I 

if:: , " " 
• { 

~ . ~· = · - ,,. 
·< r.llt:11 

ft 

I ~ 

, ~ 

~=t&-1 !I ~ 
f- · ~ 

0 -
'le 
, 

~-k e 
- '"" --

GROUND FLOOR 

~ • 

• 
~ 

1..!., ·-II:]'IllJ I 

* 

' ' 

~ 
I,L;..Ii 1:::1 <;::::.- I. .... ''-' ··._.'•.'· ., ,.. 

,/ ' . -
fBI J ~ ;= : .. ~·· .... 

.... e •• Q I . : . ~ . ~ 
[~j ' . I.' • 

,-, ... 

© 

":'\ 

1 ..... .. _ - - ' t!lr 
L\ l J ) ·-.... 

0 ... .:.rJ .:J 
~ (}) 

I ' I 
.J· ( - - ·· 

..... 
LOWER GROUND FLOOR 

Selfbuildanddesign.com I JANUARV2020 n 



DESIGN INSPIRATION 

The renovation and extension 
of a derelict coastguard 
tower in a small village on the 
North Sea coast won the 2019 
Master Builders Award. MCK 
Construction Ltd, from Angus, 
was presented with a new 
lsuzu D-Max Utah Pick Up after 
beating hundreds of builders 
in the prestigious Federation of 
Master Builders' annual award. 

Built on an exposed part 
of the Scottish coast, the 
former lookout post in Usan 
was abandoned 60 years 
ago and by the end of the 
century was in a poor state 
of repair and the balcony 
had largely rotted away. 

FMB AWARD WINNER-------

tower now a uni ue new ome 
lt was bought by a local 

fisherman and his wife who 
decided to convert it into a 
family home by having the 
tower renovated and the 
building extended to offer 

• • 

panoramic sea v1ews. 
The Welsh slate roof of 

the existing tower has been 
retained with a lead finial, 
while the stonework has been 
repainted and given a general 
makeover. At the rear, a set of 
stone steps to the entrance of 
the original lookout now lead 
to the master bedroom and 
make an unusual addition to 
the property. The new timber­
frame extension has extensive 

glazing on the gable, with 
the walls covered in low­
maintenance cement cladding 
under a zinc standing seam 
roof. The joint between the 
new roof covering and the old 
stonework ensures that the 
distinction between old and 
new can be easily made. 

FMB award judges said: 
"MCK Construction's entry 
stood out for the history of 
the building, innovative use of 
space and materials as well 
as having overcome many 
real challenges to deliver 
an awesome project." 

MCK Construction was 
awarded both the overall 2019 

Master Builder Award and 
the Large Renovation Project 
Award at a ceremony hosted 
by TV presenter and building 
enthusiast Nick Knowles. 
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INTERIORS INSPIRATION 

High ceilings and airy interiors feature 

in this stril<ing home, designed by 

Rory MacPherson, which is full of 

bold contrasts and rich textures. 
WORDS: LOUISE PARKIN 
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This exciting extension and renovation project is the 

home of Rory MacPherson, founder of architectural 

interiors practice Play Associates. Occupying the original 

footprint for the main part of the ground floor, this once­

single-storey building had all the internal walls removed 

to provide an open-plan kitchen/dining/living area. 

A second storey was added to provide bedrooms and 

bathrooms, as was an adjacent self-contained guest 

studio, increasing interior space from 250 sqm to 400 sqm, 

making generous proportions better suited for family life. 

Cavernous ceilings extend as high as eleven metres in 

places, eight metres in the main living area, and six metres in 

KITCHEN 
Micro cement 
floors are laid 
throughout the 
ground floor. 
Charcoal grey 
kitchen units 
were made by 
a local joiner to 
Rory's design 
and finished 
with a quartzite 
worktop. 

LIVING AREA 
The extensive 
use of glass 
integrates 
nature and 
the outside 
into the 
interiors, while 
triple-height 
ceilings 
provide a 
greater sense 
of space and 
max1m1se 
the plot. 



~ . • 

the master bedroom, made possible with the use of a light steel 

frame. Rory was attracted by the shorter time spent on site that 

a steel frame enabled. He explains: "I loved working with steel but 

it presented a different set of challenges. There is little room for 

site adjustments so you have to trust your design and be very 

detailed in the information you provide the steel producers." 

Most of the structure was pre- fabricated off site, and then 

assembled very quickly. Getting the structural design right for the 

exposed trusses in the main living room took a lot of back- and­

forth negotiation with the engineer. "lt's a big open space and we 

really wanted the height we have now, with a 30-degree pitch. 

We also wanted scissor trusses - we prefer the look," says Rory. 

Micro cement is laid throughout the ground floor, chosen for its 

aesthetic properties as well as its practicality. A local joiner was 

commissioned to build the kitchen units, walk- in wardrobes and 

a four-poster bed. He also made a dining table and drinks bar 

from two large slabs of eucalyptus, all to Rory's design. The kitchen 

is matt charcoal and textured kiaat, a hardwood native to South 

Africa, and the worktop is charcoal quartzite in a semi-matt finish. 

The living room's charcoal-coloured walls create a playful 

connection between dark and light, with a fireplace with 

concealed flue, while the room's south elevation is fully glazed 
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INTERIORS INSPIRATION 

with three-metre-high glass doors opening completely 

onto a covered external dining table which seats 10. "With the 

doors open it has a wonderful feel of the house being open 

to nature, and has the in/out flow we love," enthuses Rory. 

The connection with art and nature is evident throughout 

this airy Cape Town home, which uses bamboo as shading 

for the covered terrace, and extensive planting directly 

outside the doors as well as many house plants. 

The master bedroom and children's bedroom are part 

of the new second storey. Unlike the bold and striking 

palette of the ground floor, this has a soft and serene feel. 

In the master bedroom there are whitewashed floors, 

bedside tables and a bespoke four-poster bed, creating 

gentle texture whilst the sombre green curtains have been 

chosen to echo the colour of the many surrounding trees. 

The extra deep balcony off the bedroom serves 

as a peaceful reading space with sun loungers at 

one end and chairs and table at the other, giving 

the impression of sitting in the tree canopy. 

Meet the designer 
Founded by Rory 
MacPherson, Play 
Associates works 
across a variety of 
design platforms and 
disciplines, collaborating 
with leading architects, 
planners and product 
designers to make 
warm, memorable and 
practical spaces for 
living and working. 

With offices in London 
and Cape Town, the 
practice has a passion 
for intelligent desig n 

and bold use of colour 
and texture, examining 
the human connection 
with design, how 
spaces work and how 
they are experienced 
by the people who 
inhabit them. 

Rory studied 
architectural interior 
design at lnchbald 
School before going 
on to launch Play 
Associates in 2011. 
Play Associates: 
play-associates.com 
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SUPPLIERS 

LIGHTING 
Flos: flos.com 

FABRIC AND 
UPHOLSTERY 

Designers Guild: 
designersguild.com 

John England Fabrics: 
johnengland.com 

FURNITURE 
Carl Hansen: 

carlhansen.com, 
Heals: heals.com, 
Menu: menu.as, 
Oka: oka.com 

BEDROOM 
A four-poster bed 
draped with pale fabric 
creates a serene and 
calming space with a 
balcony providing a 
quiet space for reading. 

EXTERIOR 
The exterior design 
stands out thanks to a 
bold charcoal colour, 
highly unconventional 
for the architecturally 
conservative area. 



ADVERTISING FEATURE 

I 
• 

GreenCoat® sustainable steel and the environmentally-friendly home. 

SSAB are delighted to see their sustainable steel 
Greencoat® used in a bespoke, innovative and unique 
home build project in South Gloucestershire near Bristol. 

Working closely with their partners Metal 
Solutions, SSAB and their GreenCoat® steel 
formed an integral part of Holly Flowers', and her 
partner Jay Turner's, brand-new home build. 

The home was constructed using structural insulated 
panels (SIPs). The panels are made with an insulating 
foam core, sandwiched between two structural facings, 
with environmental properties complementary to 
GreenCoat® steel. The SIP element of the build took 
only five days, with the shell structure fully in place 
within two months of project commencement. 

The metal roof was then installed directly onto the 
SIP structure during the winter months. The roofing 
sheets used were 4.2m long and in addition, no 
battening was used in the roof construction. This made 
the process quicker, as the roof structure could be 
walked on during installation and no lifting equipment 
was needed, despite the height and cold weather! 

'GreenCoat® steel immediately appealed to us,' 
states Holly. 'It is sturdy, easy-to-handle and, of 
course, sustainable.' The unique Bio-based technology 
coating, GreenCoat PLX uses Swedish rapeseed 
oil, making it the most sustainable colour coated 
steel worldwide. It not only offers environmental 
advantages, but also increased performance. 

Solar panels have been installed on the roof in 
keeping with the ethos of the eco property. It is a 
4.2kW solar system, which is a little over 14 solar 
panels and fairly expansive. A solar panel system of 

INSTALL 
The metal 
roof was 
installed 
directly on 
to the SIP 
structure with 
no battening 
required. Solar 
panels were 
then added 
as part of the 
property's 
eco ethos. 

this size should generate, on average, over 3,400kwh 
of electricity per year on this south-facing property. 

The temperature in the house remains fairly 
constant, testament to the success of the heat 
reclamation system used. The system, designed to 
recover energy and reuse it to bring fresh air back into 
the home, sits well alongside the use of Green Coat® 
steel and the house's environmental ethos. 

Over the winter with zero heating in the house, it 
achieved solar gain throughout the day and only lost 
approx 1-2 degrees overnight, so on a mild day, the 
house was approx 12 degrees. Once the MVHR system 
is installed, the house should achieve a comfortable 
winter temperature of approx 18 degrees. 

Metal Solutions helped with the design work, 
and then delivered a training course on how to 
fit the SIP house to support the couple to realise 
their vision of building their own home. 
ssab.co.uk/ GreenCoat • ssabuk@ssab.com 
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Self-confessed design junkies Lucy St 

George and Jane Rockett launched 

their on line interiors store in 2007, 

aiming to break free from chain store 

offerings by sourcing unique, authentic 

and quirky pieces. Jane's skills in PR 

and photography and Lucy's extensive 

experience in retail created the perfect 

pairing and, 12 years on, Rockett St 

George has revitalised the interiors 

market, offering a treasure trove of 

oddities and curiosities produced by 

designers and manufacturers around 

the world. The company has a team of 

30, with five warehouses, 3,500 products, 

an outlet store, an award-winning blog 

and two interior design books plus, most 

recently, a concession at Liberty London. 
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Describe your childhood home 
Lucy: My childhood home was 
fabulous - my parents were antique 
dealers, hippies and great fun. Our 
house was filled with amazing objects 
and our playroom housed a vintage 
pinball machine and a swing hanging 
from the ceiling! I also had Liberty 
fabric curtains in my bedroom and 
a matching dress made with the 
remnants - very House of Hackney 
but also great for hide and seek! 
Jane: Mum was always experimenting 
with our interiors. My favourite room 
was our bathroom which involved an 
incredible avocado corner bath with 
deep pile shaggy white carpet (this was 
well before the days of fake tan!). I was 
always given a free rein and allowed 
to do what I wanted in my bedroom. 
I changed the colour regularly and 
even had a Ziggy Stardust lightning 
strip painted across one wall! 

How did your business 
get started? 
Lucy: We were buying and selling 
stuff bought from eBay and car boot 
sales and selling one-off items, but 
we would end up making one person 
happy and disappointing more. So we 
decided to visit markets, designers and 



Above& 
left: Interiors 
from Rockett 
St George 
Extraordi no ry 
Interiors In 
Colour (see 
panel). 

Below: 
Some of the 
eclectic range 
of items 
sold online 
by Rocket 
St George. 

manufacturers on the hunt for lovely 
unique items. We quickly realised that 
a traditional shop wouldn't work for us 
with our commitment to our families 
so we set up the Rockett St George 
website. Twelve years on, our passion 
project has grown beyond our wildest 
dreams into a fully fledged business. 
Jane: Lucy and I spent a lot of time 
at antique and car boot fairs finding 
treasures for our homes. Friends and 
family would ask us all the time to find 
exciting items for them so we had that 
light bulb moment and decided to open 
Rockett St George as an online store. 
Our original purpose was to break free 
from chain store offerings by sourcing 
unique, quirky and authentic pieces 
bursting with individuality. This remains 
true to everything that we do and is 
as important now as it has ever been. 

What's the most interesting 
part of your job? 
Lucy: The people - we are blessed 
to have a great team working with 
us. I also love to meet our customers 
who are a source of inspiration. 
Apart from all the exciting jobs 
that come with running a web 
shop and having a concession at 
Liberty London, we often work on 
collaborative projects, host events, 
meet with suppliers and attend trade 
shows. No two days are the same! 
Jane: The creative element of selecting 
and designing products. I love seeing 
an idea come to life and it is incredibly 
satisfying to make beautiful things. 

Describe your home 
Lucy: Full! I'm a natural maximalist, 
so my home is packed with pieces I've 
bought, designed and collected over 
the years. I live in a Victorian corner 
house in London and its unusual 
shape means that there are only two 
square rooms in the whole house. 
It's certainly posed its own interior 
challenges, particularly figuring out 
where to put everything (considering 
there are lots of windows and not 
that many walls) but that's also what 

PROFILE ROCKETT ST GEORGE 

I love about the house. It is full of 
natural character and charm. 
Jane: I have just moved into an old 
pub which has been converted into a 
home. Although the bare bones such 
as the roof, heating and electrics are 
done, I have a blank canvas to create 
something unique and special. It has 
amazing plaster walls and although 
there is a long way to go before it's 
finished, I am thoroughly enjoying 
the process of planning it all. 

Who or what has been 
your biggest influence? 
Lucy: Probably my parents. 
I've been dragged to antique 
markets and car boot sales my 
whole life; it's in my blood. 
Jane: I get inspiration from everywhere, 
but my top sources have to be travel, 
hotels, old films and antiques fairs. 

Sum up your style 
Lucy: For me, more is always better 
when it comes to creating a personal 
and unique home. I love to fill my 
home with dramatic and eye-catching 
pieces, such as contrasting textures, 
statement lights, curated collections, 
everyday objects with a twist and 
things that make me smile. I fully 
embrace maximalism in my home 
because who wouldn't want to be 
surrounded by their favourite things? 
Jane: Natural, calm, comfortable, all 
with a quirky twist. I love textures and 
soft colour shades with a bit of vintage 
and leopard print thrown into the mix. 

What has given you the 
most satisfaction? 
Jane: It's got to be launching our 
concession at Liberty, which is a dream 
come true, and publishing our book: 
Extraordinary Interiors. We are also 
super excited to launch our second 
book Extraordinary Interiors in Colour. 
Lucy: Our book, Extraordinary 
Interiors, launching our concession 
at Liberty, designing our own-brand 
collections and our collaboration with 
the legendary Pikes Hotel in Ibiza. 

Have you noticed any 
recent trends? 
Jane: I am seeing lots of influences 
from the 1920s, especially Art Deco, 
filtering through into modern 
designs. Celebrating opulence and 
luxury like never before, the interiors 
of the 20s were glamorous and sexy, 
with sumptuous colour palettes 
and bold geometric designs. In 
times of political confusion, often 
we look to improve things with 
a little glamour and fun, and Art 
Deco design is perfect for this. 
Lucy: For 2020, we're predicting a 
focus on natural materials sourced 
responsibly, from florals and 
leaves to natural textures chosen 
to bring nature indoors. Plus, the 
continued rise of peaceful, pastel 
minimalism to help enhance 
our living spaces and create a 
sanctuary of calm in our homes. 

Any tips for those renovating 
their own homes? 
Lucy: Never underestimate the cost 
of what I would consider the boring 
bits. When renovating most of the 
budget is blown on bits you can't 
see, from underpinning to electrics 
and insulation. As important as 
decorating and styling your home 
is, remember you will have years 
to add to your interior. It doesn't 
have to be finished instantly and, 
in my experience, the best interior 
schemes take time and evolve. 
Jane: If you can, try to live in your 
home as it is for a few months to 
work out the flow of the building and 
how you live in it. This will also give 
you a chance to learn how the light 
works throughout the year and find 
out where you sit when you read the 
paper and to relax at night. Ultimately, 
this helps to plan your perfect 
layout and discover whether you 
might want to remove any walls or 
make additions. The most important 
aspect of interior design is that it is 
functional as well as beautiful and 
works for the people who live in it. 

Interior inspiration 

Extraordinary 
Interiors by 
Jane Rockett 
& Lucy St 
George, 
photography 
by Catherine 
Gratwicke. 

(Published by Ryland 
Peters & Small, £19.99) 
Rockett St George: 
rockettstgeorge.co.uk 
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Pooch friendly 
Baths, shower trays and washbasins from Bette are made 
from glazed titanium steel. One hundred per cent recyclable, 
they are scratch resistant, making them dog- friendly, with a 
hard easy- to-clean glass- like surface. Bette products come 
with a 30- year warranty. Price on application. (bette.co.uk) 

... 

-

Show-stopping sleep 

Best of both worlds 
Part wood-burning cook stove, part contemporary electric range cooker, the 990 
Hybrid is a versatile dual-fuel range cooker. Behind its lower door is a deep oven 
which takes its heat from the firebox. The firebox also powers the large circular 
hotplate above, which can reach temperatures of up to 400C and accommodates 
up to three pans. The right-hand side of the Hybrid is completely electric, comprising 
two cooking ovens, a full-width grill and a generous hotplate. Both ovens feature 
patented 3kW wraparound elements, guaranteeing even temperatures and 
faster heat-up times. Shown here in white, the cooker comes in a choice of 20 
colours and measures 900mm x 990mm x 600mm. The external control panel 
can be wall-mounted or stood on a worktop. Price on application. (esse.com) 

~ 

-
I ~ 

Honeycomb 
The Oaken hexagon tile collection can be used on 
walls or floors. Made from porcelain, these durable 
matt tiles have a rusted oxidised look with teal 
hues, tying in with the reclaimed trend. Suitable 
for use with underfloor heating, they measure 
333mm x 280mm with a thickness of 9mm, and 
cost from £34.95 per sqm. ( wallsandfloors.co.uk) 

The Soho black velvet bed is handmade in the UK, upholstered in soft velvet in a 
deep jet black. A single row of brass gold studs lines the edges of the headboard, 
creating a dramatic contrast. The turned wooden feet are finished in a deep 
jet black satin finish, and the edges of the slats are concealed with a black 
velvet 'modesty panel' ensuring they won't be seen should the mattress shift. 
This glamorous bed is priced from £995. (frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk) 
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Decorative metals 
Charlie Small bone, founder of Ledbury Studio, has been 
experimenting with metals and how to incorporate 
them into his furniture design for a number of years, 
resulting in the Metallics Collection. Featuring both living 
(normally an oiled finish) and sealed sheet metals, 
Charlie recommends using sealed materials in areas 
of intense wear such as the sink, as the living finish will 
discolour with use. Shown here (above) are wall units in 
sealed pewter, with a zinc island finished with concave 
blasted stainless steel handles. The pantry, wine storage 
and fridge-freezer (below) feature copper fronts with a 
living finish. Price on application. (ledburystudio.com) 

Secret switches 
Corston Architectural Detail 
offers a range of clear switches 
and sockets, designed to 
discreetly blend into the room. 
Each switch plate is made 
from 3mm thick transparent 
perspex, allowing the colour 
of the wall to show through. 
Paired with a bronze or brass 
dimmer switch or toggle 
switch, various configurations 
are available, starting from 
£30. Clear sockets are priced 
from £22. (corston.com) 

PRODUCTS ON TREND 

Curve appeal 
Matki has launched a range of frameless glass shower enclosures 
with curved corners. The EauZone Plus Radius-20 is engineered from 
a single sheet of 10mm glass, curved to achieve a softened edge 
with a 20mm inner radius. The Eauzone Plus {below) has a hinged 
door design, with sizes ranging from 900mm to 1,600mm across the 
front, and a choice of BOOm m, 900mm or 1,000mm side panel sizes. 
Enclosures are available with the door hinged from the wall or from 
a hinge panel. A wet room panel is also optional, offering splash 
protection whilst avoiding aluminium corner profiles. Price: from 
£3,100 for a full enclosure excluding installation. {matki.co.uk) 

. " 

Friendly fires 
The Le Feu Ground Wood Bio Ethanol fireplace is ideal 
for homes without a chimney, heating the room in an 
eco-friendly way with no odour or smoke. Easy to set up, it 
comes with a dome, burner and regulator rod and can be 
positioned anywhere inside the home or in the garden, with 
a tall tripod stand available in a choice of colours. The Le 
Feu produces a clean, smokeless heat, emitting the same 
amount of carbon dioxide as a candle. Interchangeable 
fittings are available separately, meaning it can hang from 
the ceiling to save on floor space if desired. Made from 
cast iron with a powder-coated finish, it produces up to 
3.5kW of heat and measures 110cm x 52cm x 35cm with 
a leg length of 74cm. Price: £1,399. {cuckooland.com) 
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EXTERIOR 
Riverhayes is 
a light-filled 

contemporary 

home, 

designed to 
. . . 

max1m1se nver 

views and 

connect to the 

landscape. 
Built from a 

combination of 
steel, blockwork 

and timber 
frame, the 

structure is 

clad in a range 
of materials. 

IN BRIEF 
PROJECT New build 

LOCATION Exeter 
COST £600,000 

SPENT £1.2m plus fees 
WORTH £1.5m+ 

HO~!IES NEW BUILD 

arcus and Leslie Dawson enjoyed 
remodelling their converted 
Staffordshire barn so much that 
they were motivated to take the 
next step and build their own home. 
"Working with an existing building 

means you need to compromise, and our barn was 
draughty and expensive to heat, but there were 
many elements which we loved, including the open­
plan layout and high ceilings;' explains Marcus. 

"When I sold my IT services business and took 
early retirement at the age of 50 we planned to 
relocate to Devon, where we have good friends. 
A cycle ride along the estuary trail between 
Topsham and Exmouth led us past an old bungalow 
for sale and we decided to take a look:' 

Standing on a level plot in a sought-after location 
just outside Exeter, the dated bungalow was sited 
close to the banks of the Exe estuary and had been 
empty for several years. Recognising the potential 
of such a prime plot, Leslie and Marcus quickly 
purchased the single-storey 1950s property and then 
spent several months considering their options. 

"We sold our barn and moved down to live in a 
rented house in the village in August 2017;' continues 
Marcus. "Renovating the bungalow wouldn't have 
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HO~!IES NEW BUILD 

"We wanted a well-engineered, low­
maintenance, four-bedroom home which 

would be relatively stress free to run." 

FLOORPLAN 

FIRST FLOOR 

GROUND FLOOR 

The two-storey, four-bedroom replacement dwelling measures 367 sqm 
internally, with the ground-floor kitchen/diner positioned beside the stepped­
down lounge, and a separate snug to the other side of the feature staircase. 

Upstairs there are four large bedrooms, two en suites and a bathroom. 
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given us the contemporary home we wanted, so 
it was always going to be a building project." 

Lapsed planning permission for a replacement 
four-bedroom house on the plot gave the 
couple confidence that a new property would be 
acceptable to the planners, especially as several 
neighbours had already replaced bungalows on 
the road with larger, contemporary homes. 

/ 

"We'd never built before and were fairly risk-averse;' 
Marcus explains. "Our barn was very contemporary 
inside, and we met with several local architects who 
we hoped could deliver the kind of modern design 
we wanted. Caroline Shortt, from Bare Architects 
in Exeter, took the time to visit us in the Midlands 
and spent a day getting a feel for how we like to live. 
She then produced several possible designs which 
incorporated features we enjoyed in the barn, such 
as open eaves, a snug, and a sunken living area." 

After listening carefully to the family's needs, 
Caroline collaborated with them to create a 
bespoke, two-storey home - taking into account 
the surrounding landscape and the building's future 
impact on the environment. Crisp detailing blurs 
the boundaries between inside and out, while huge 
swathes of glass overlook the impressive view. 

Externally, materials were chosen to define 
three distinct sections of the house: zinc and 
handmade brick clad the long, pitched-roof wing, 
and a glass and timber hallway and landing connect 
this to the crisp rendered and glazed block. 

The conventional pitched roof was given 
a contemporary twist - a bold outline of the 
traditional 'house' shape, wrapped in zinc - while 
the flat roof volume is further enhanced by 
white render, with recesses clad in timber. 

"We wanted a well-engineered, low-maintenance, four­
bedroom home which would be relatively stress free to 
run;' continues Marcus. "Our barn was quite open plan, 
but could feel cold, so it was also important to have rooms 
where we could close doors and create private spaces:' 

On the ground floor of the new house, changes in 
level between the open-plan kitchen/diner and sunken 
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HO~!IES NEW BUILD 

STAIRCASE 
Sculptural 
monolithic 
steel 
balustrades 
have been 
designed 
to echo the 
shape of the 
estuary. 

living area help to zone the space, and there are also 
steps down from the dining room to the neighbouring 
lounge. The couple have two daughters - Rosie, 
22, and Belle, 19 - who both have bedrooms on the 
first floor, and to the other side of the landing is a 
spacious master suite and an en suite guest room. 

"The council is keen to improve housing stock 
in this area, and planning was approved within just 
five weeks;' says Marcus. "The restrictions related 
to landscaping the garden, and we could only 
demolish the bungalow and start work once we'd 
submitted a full and detailed landscaping plan - which 
was the last thing on our minds at the time:' 

Once the application had been approved the 
existing 1950s bungalow was demolished, the 
ground levelled, and work on the new home began 
in October 2017. "We invited four or five builders to 
tender and chose Building Devon, a local company 
owned by our architect's husband;' says Marcus. 

"They were competitive in terms of their quote 
and had positive feedback from other clients. We 
also felt we'd get the best from both our builder and 
architect if they were closely associated and able to 
work well together, which is exactly what happened." 

-

-• 

• 

• 
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The footprint of the new house is larger than the 
bungalow and was set back slightly further from the lane. 
Trial pits had been dug, but once building work started 
it became evident that more substantial foundations 
would be needed. "Our first overspend involved the 
foundations, because we're on the site of an old riverbed 
and needed significantly deeper trenches;' says Marcus. 

The new building is a combination of cavity blockwork 
and supporting steelwork, with the pitched roof 
element constructed using timber frame on the first 

IN DETAIL 
PROJECT Staircase manufacture 

Architect Bare Architects Ltd: Stoneman Engineering: 
barcarchitects.com stoneman- engineering.co.uk 

Main contractor Building 
FIXTURES & FITTINGS Devon: buildingdevon.co.uk 
Lighting Amos Lighting: Mechanical design 

amoslighting.co.uk and installation 
Go Green Engineering: Light fittings Moooi, Studio 

ltalia and Foscarini gogreenengineering.co.uk 
Kitchen, joinery Structural engineer 

Treyone: treyone.co.uk Simon Bastone Associates 
Ltd: sb-a.co.uk Bathroom design and 

Landscaping Urban Earth: supply Vision Installs: 
visioninstalls.co.uk urban-earth.co.uk 

Stone flooring 
STRUCTURE Devon Stone: 

Heating and plumbing devonstone.com 
Go Green Engineering: Tiles La Fabrico: 

gogreenengineering.co.uk lafabrico.com 
Bricks Bespoke Brick Co: Audio visual and lighting 

bespokebrick.com controls Azro: azro.co.uk 
Zinc VM Zinc: vmzinc.co.uk Wood-burner Stoves 

Internal doors Selo: On line: stovesonline.co.uk 
selo-uk.com Plank-effect porcelain 
Ironmongery floor tiles Porcelanosa: 

Turnstyle Designs: porcelanosa.com 
turnstyledesigns.com Blinds and curtains, supply 

Stair design Bare Architects: and fit Jam Interiors: 
barcarchitects.com ja minteriorsgroup.com 



"A member of the team at Bare 
Architects came up with the 
idea of laser cutting the steel 
stairs to create a design in 

the shape of the estuary." 
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THE KITCHEN 
The sleek and dramatic 
kitchen features an 
unusual stepped 
island, incorporating a 
breakfast bar. Underfloor 
heating has been laid 
beneath Moleanos Blue 
limestone flooring in 
this part of the house. 

• 
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floor. Bare Architects made use of passive design 
principles to manipulate the layout and form of the 
house, creating a well-insulated, airtight building 
which has impressive levels of natural light, solar gain 
and shading - warranting the use of a highly efficient 
mechanical ventilation and heat recovery system. 

Conscious that such large elements of glazing 
could result in significant heat loss, and potentially 
unwanted solar gain, they advised Marcus and 
Leslie to install triple glazing. "The biggest issue 
was always going to be how to keep such a highly 
glazed house cool in summer," Marcus explains. 

The deep open -plan layout of the ground floor 
helps to prevent overheating, and recessed blinds 
provide additional shading. The first-floor rooms 
are relatively shallow in relation to window size - set 
back under overhangs with cedar louvres for shade . 

Upon entering Riverhayes, visitors are drawn 
through the entrance hall to the open -plan kitchen 
and dining space. The sunken living area allows 
uninterrupted views of the river, and a glazed 
indent breaks the linear form and contains a 
bright stairwell at the heart of the building. 

, 
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LOUNGE/DINER 
A glass wall was 
installed between 
the staircase and 
dining room, with 
wooden louvres 
for privacy. The 
dining room 
steps down into 
a sunken lounge. 

HO~!IES NEW BUILD 

"Originally, we were considering a solid metal staircase, or 
a steel handrail with spindles. Then a member of the team 
at Bare Architects came up with the idea of laser cutting the 
steel to create a design in the shape of the estuary;' Marcus 
recalls. The monolithic steel balustrades throw abstract 
patterns of the River Exe in light and shade on surrounding 
surfaces, and the stairwell opens out onto a landing 
providing access to a shared balcony with stunning views 
to the river and lit from above by a large opening roof light. 

Underfloor heating was laid on the ground floor, 
beneath limestone flooring and porcelain timber-effect 
tiles, and an unusual hanging wood -burning stove 
has been installed for colder days - although this is 
rarely needed due to the highly insulated nature of 
the house. All lighting, heating, ventilation and audio 
systems can be managed via a remote control. 
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A room divider operated by car jacl<s and a 
WC hidden behind a circular library are two 
of the unusual ideas incorporated in An drew 

and Joanna Jeffery's ne"r Plymouth home. 
STORY: LOUISE PARKIN PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN BAILEY 

self build can push the boundaries, providing 
the means to do something different and 
explore new ideas. Joanna and Andrew 
Jeffery's new contemporary home, which 
was 17 years in the planning, gave them 
ample opportunity to research and choose 

precisely how it should be built, and how it should look. 
"I am a dyslexia specialist, and I was running a centre 

for pupils with aspects of dyslexia. It all started when I 
wanted to build a small residential training centre in our 
garden. Plans were approved but the conditions attached 
meant that this wouldn't be viable from a business 
perspective. We eventually got permission for a home, 
and plans evolved and grew from there;' explains Joanna. 
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EXTERIOR 
Polystyrene 
and concrete 
have been 
used to 
help create 
this striking 
house which 
features 
curved 
walls and 

. 
sweep1ng 
rooflines. 
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HOMES ICF NEW BUILD 
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Following more than a decade, contributions from 
four architects and a number of design iterations, 
Joanna and Andrew eventually gained approval for 
a striking contemporary house on a coastal hillside 
in Plymouth, with views across Plymouth Sound. 

Located in the large garden of their former Georgian 
home, the new house has been built using Nudura 
insulated concrete formwork - polystyrene blocks that 
are stacked, reinforced with steel and filled in the centre 
with concrete to provide a fully insulated structure. 

The design maximises the plot's potential with the 
house orientated to take advantage of the coastal views, 
capturing as much light as possible and using minimal 
energy while also being low maintenance. Around 
800 tonnes of earth was excavated before a Nudura 
retaining wall was built to support the clifftop house. 

Andrew and Joanna approached three builders to 
do the work and visited various ongoing projects. The 
couple were impressed with the workmanship of Doyle 
& Whitley Ltd. Their work on an equally difficult build 
incorporating similar features impressed the couple 
with their attention to detail. "We were struck by how 
similar the build was to our design - a massive retaining 
wall and curved facades; they seemed the perfect 
team and we couldn't be happier with what they have 
achieved;' says Andrew, a retired bank manager. 

The Jefferys' new four-bedroom house is a far cry 
from the period property they left behind. Inspired by 

Selfbuildanddesign.com /JANUARY 2020 33 



HO~!IES ICF NEW BUILD 

Firestone Bay Artillery Tower, which can be seen from 
the house and dates from the early 1500s, the house has 
curved walls, flat roofs and a rendered finish creating a 
sculptural effect that could belong to the Art Deco era. 

"We have watched Grand Designs through the 
years, so we knew that there were so many options 
available to selfbuilders these days, and we wanted 
to do something different. We saw Nudura at a local 
show in Devon, and we loved the simplicity of it;' says 
Joanna. "Tom had never built with Nudura before, and 
he was initially concerned about the environmental 
impact of the concrete, but we soon worked out that 
less traffic would be required delivering building 
products to the site, and low running costs and long 
lifespan of the build all help to reduce the impact:' 

Andrew and Joanna were on site almost every day, 
with Andrew getting involved in the physical aspects 
of the build when possible. Joanna says: "D&W are 
fantastic builders, offering excellent ideas, and there 
was a constant conversation between us all - I just can't 
stress the importance of their way of dealing with things. 
They are perfectionists with excellent communication, 
and there was not a millisecond of stress or worry. 
All the tradespeople were terribly committed:' 

Following excavation, a radon barrier was installed 
and extensive waterproofing covers the cliff to 
protect the Nudura blocks from the damp hillside. 

D& W worked closely with a structural engineer 
to build the steel and concrete foundations to cope 

FLOORPLAN 

L 
FIRST FLOOR 

lMNO N't£A -

GROUND FLOOR 

• • 
• h Guwthi......, • 

7 ·--;;;~ 
- -

A reverse layout means there are two living areas - one 
formal and the other informal -on the top floor, along 
with the kitchen, circular libra ry and hidden WC. On the 
ground floor are four bedrooms, including the master 
suite and large bathroom, and two guest bedrooms 

designed for letting with access to a shared kitchenette. 
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How the budget was spent 
Professional fees - architects 

(x4 over 12 years) & structural 

engineers ..................................................................... £ 50,000 
Labour ............................................................................ £225,000 
Excavation, concrete, 

steel, plant hire etc ................................ £220,000 
Nudura ............................................................................... £30,000 
Roof ............................................................................................. £32,000 
Plastering and render .......................... £25,000 
Plumbing & heating ................................... £17,000 

FINISHES 
Render 
and stone 
cladding line 
the walls, and 
a single-
ply roofing 
membrane is 
used to cover 
the flat roofs. 

SERVICES 
A ground 
source heat 

. 
pump 1s 
powered 
via three 
boreholes, 
and an MVHR 
system keeps 
the internal 
air fresh and 
warm . 

Windows (including 

Integral blinds) & doors ................... £40,000 
Renewable technology 

MVHR & GSHP ........................................................ £20,000 
Electrics labour & materials ..... £36,000 
Flooring- tiled throughout... ...... £24,000 
Kitchens & utility ............................................... £35,000 
Bathrooms ...................................................................... £11,000 
Decorating ..................................................................... £ 5,000 
Total ........................................... £770,000 





H0~1ES ICF NEW BUILD 

IN DETAIL 
PROJECT 

Architect Miles Lynch: 
mileslynch.com 

Builder Doyle & Whitley Ltd: 
doyleandwhitley.co.uk 
Structural engineer 

Clarke Bond: 
c larkebond.com 

Plumber Sadler & Bourne: 
sadlerandbourne.co.uk 

Electrician MSP Electrical: 
07771 734498 

Roofer Pellow Flat Roofing: 
flatroofscornwall.com 

STRUCTURE 
Single-ply roofing 

membrane Danosa: 
danosa.com 

ICF Nudura: nudura.com 
Windows and doors 

Green Circle Windows: 
g reenci re lewi ndows.com 
Internal doors Howdens: 

howdens.com 
Render Parex: parex.co.uk 

Underfloor heating 
and heat pump supply 

Omnie: omnie.co.uk 

Mechanical ventilation 
heat recovery 

NuAire: nuaire.co.uk 
Roof insulation 

Kingspan: kingspan.co.uk 

FIXTURES & FITTINGS 
Door/window furniture 

Ironmongery Direct: 
ironmongerydirect.co.uk 

Kitchen Treyone: 
treyone.co.uk 

Worktop Mayflower Stone: 
mayflowerstone.co.uk 

Appliances 
Neff: neff-home.com 

Bathrooms 
jacksbathrooms.uk 

Flooring 
Cornwall Tile Centre: 

naturaltileandstone.com, 
Topps Tiles: toppstiles.co.uk 

External paving supply 
Marshalls: marshalls.co.uk 

Paint Du lux: dulux.co.uk 
Builders' merchants 

jewsons.co.uk, 
plymcretesouthwest.co.uk, 

bondtimber.co.uk 
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TOP FLOOR 
An informal 
living room 
has access 
to a small 
terrace. 

STAIRS 
Cast 
concrete has 
been used 
to create the 

. 
sweep1ng 
staircase. 

with the difficult site of mud and boulders. One half 
of the house was built first to allow access for the 
lorries to pour concrete. The other section could then 
be built before the timber flat roof was added and 
covered with Danosa single-ply roofing membrane. 

To ensure they understood how Nudura worked, 
members of the D& W team went on a training course and 
used the product on a small garage before the main build 
began. "We bought some special boards from Nudura 
designed for curves, but we found it was easier to make 
them ourselves;' explains Tom. Sections of polystyrene 
were removed to allow the board to curve, a process 
which affected the structural integrity of the boards, 
so additional shuttering was used to add support. 

Andrew and Joanna retained a coach house in 
their garden, renovating it to create a two-bedroom 
cottage which they lived in during the build. "We 
will probably move there again when we get too 
old to manage the stairs, but hopefully that won't 
be for a good few years yet;' laughs Joanna. 

The couple opted for a reverse layout in their new 
home. This places the kitchen and informal living area 



on the first floor, with bifolds leading to an outdoor 
seating terrace. The kitchen has dark grey /black kitchen 
units with slab doors and bar handles, under-counter 
lighting and beech-lined recesses in the wall, and a 
generous island, with matching shelves behind the sink. 
The high ceiling was lowered with a stepped effect, 
and polished concrete-effect high-gloss porcelain 
floor tiles run throughout the entire first floor. 

Providing a WC on this floor required some clever 
thinking. A library was formed using a series of slender 
bookcases arranged in a circle. This left a small gap to 
the rear, hidden behind a bookcase that is opened by 

LIBRARY 
This unusual 
curved room 
conceals a 
WC, with a 
hidden door 
operated 
by pushing 
two books. 

"Providing a WC on this floor 
required some clever thinking." 
pushing on two books. D& W had built hidden doors in 
other projects, and knew it would provide an interesting 
and unusual feature for the Jefferys. Tom explains: "I sat 
down with the site carpenter and we worked out how to 
open a lOin-thick bookcase, with the weight of all those 
books - it was tricky to hinge but I am really pleased with 
the way it has turned out, and so are Andrew and Joanna!" 

A formal living/ dining room, accessed via a landing 
halfway up the stairs, has a more traditional appearance 
thanks to wall panelling. A mobile room divider houses 
the television and an Opti-Myst fire, which can produce 
a flame effect without any heat. This divider is six feet 
high in a room with eight-foot ceilings, and presents 
an unusual way of creating a cosy space within a 
30ft-long room. It needed some clever engineering, 
and a rather unusual solution involving car jacks. 

"I was unsure about the room divider, but Andrew 
and Joanna were determined they wanted it;' explains 
Tom. "It has a steel insert with car jacks, steel rods 
and castors welded into it, made by a steel worker. It's 
cranked up by a ratchet and as it lifts up the castors 
come down, allowing it to be wheeled around the room:' 

The divider can be moved into the bay window to 
create a large space for entertaining. "In the summer our 
son got married and we hosted a dinner for 50 people. 
It was wonderful to see our house so full;' says Joanna. 

Bedrooms are located on the ground floor and include 
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KITCHEN 
Dark grey 
units and 
beech- lined 
shelves are lit 
with cleverly 
concealed 
lighting. 
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a generous master suite with its bathroom in the curved 
section to the rear of the house. There is also a guest 
room, as well as two further guest en suites with their 
own external access and a small shared kitchenette. 
These can be closed off from the rest of the house and are 
used as short-term lets, often by actors working locally. 

Connecting the two floors is a double-height atrium 
with a sweeping curved staircase that splays to a width 
of eight feet at the top. Built in cast concrete by D& W, 
this feat of engineering comprised timber and steel 
shuttering to support 10 tonnes of concrete, mixed by 
hand and carried in buckets. Its success was a result of 
collaboration between D& W, the architect, a Building 
Control officer and two carpenters, to ensure the 
shuttering was correct before the concrete was poured. 

In lieu of a light fitting that would do this double­
height space justice, An drew and J oanna chose to hang 
living orchids from three-metre chains, lit from above 
by downlighters. "We wanted Murano glass lights from 
Italy but at £19,000 we couldn't justify the expense;' 
Joanna explains. "So we decided to do something a bit 
different and chose Vanda orchids that do not require 





HO~!IES ICF NEW BUILD 

soil or pots. The plants require a constant year-round 
temperature of 20C, and need watering daily, which 
we do with a sprayer and then wipe away the water 
on the floor. It takes half an hour every day, but it's 
worth the effort because they look marvellous!" 

Three small gardens wrap around the top of the 
house, with a choice of dining areas and terraces 
that offer views of the Devon coastline, and there is 
a semi -circular fish pond. "I do enjoy gardening, but 
we decided against lawns for ease of maintenance, so 
we have decking, setts and gravel;' explains Andrew. 

The Jefferys' house provides the perfect showcase for 
Doyle & Whitley's work, and they are visited regularly 
by prospective clients. "They are our best sales people;' 
admits Tom Whitley. "It was a pleasure to build:' 

FINAL WORD 

What was the high point? 
Seeing the staircase 

revealed after the 
shuttering was removed. 

And the low point? 
There wasn't one. 

What did you enjoy most 
about the experience? 

An overwhelming feeling of 
seeing 17 years of planning 
finally come to fruition in a 
way that was even better 
than we had imagined. 
What do you like most 

about your house? 
Everything; we are so 

proud of our open-plan 

dual-aspect living area 
bringing the outside in. 
Anything you would 

do differently? 
The windows in our 
bedroom leave us 

rather too exposed! 
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DINING ROOM 
Located on 
the first floor, 
this room is 
around 30ft 
long, with a 
mobile room 
divider that 
can create 
smaller, more 
intimate 
spaces. 

BEDROOMS& 
BATHROOM 
Located on 
the ground 
floor, there 
are four 
bedrooms, 
two of 
which are 
designed to 
be rented out. 
The master 
bathroom 
(below) 
has a Kelly 
Hoppen bath. 





Natural material 
These standing log holders come in two sizes: SOcm 
x 31cm x 32cm and 60cm x 43cm x 45cm. Made from 
rattan, each one is handmade with varying tones, 
and can be placed next to the fireplace for a modern, 
practical log storage solution. Price: £95 for the small, 
or £125 for the large holder. ( coxandcox.co.uk) 

Practical collection 
Morso's range of fireplace accessories includes the 
Ellipse fire tools set (right), consisting of a brush, 
shovel and poker which doubles as a blowpipe. 
The steel tools are contained in a steel bucket 
which can be used to store gloves, matches and 
fire-starters, or to remove ashes when cleaning the 
stove. Price: £110. Also shown here (below) is the loop 
log ring, which features a simple, elegant design for 
neatly stacking firewood. lt has a soft rubber handle 
for comfortable carrying, and a rubber mat to 
catch any dust or debris. Measuring 62cm x 38cm, 
this modern log store costs £100. (morsoe.com) 
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Screened in 
Fire screens protect the room from 
flames while preventing children 
or animals from coming into 
contact with the fire. This antique 
brass fireguard (right) features a 
curved design with a built-in mesh 
spark protector and brass scrolled 
detailing. lt measures 80cm x 126cm 
and costs £149. Also shown here 
{above) is the more contemporary 
Kensington Nickel fire screen, which 
boasts an Art Deco style featuring 
overlapping mosaic squares. This 
model measures 62cm x 84cm 
and costs £164. ( dibor.co.uk) 

Cool copper 
This contemporary copper fireplace tool 
set comprises a brush, shovel, poker and 
tongs, all made from a strong and durable 
metal with wooden handles and a stylish 
copper finish. The set comes with a matching 
copper stand which suits both modern and 
traditional hearths. Price: £54. ( dibor.co.uk) 



Stylish design 
Made from recycled leather scraps ( 80 per cent leather 
and 20 per cent natural rubber) with an aluminium 
coating and a Danish oak handle, this versatile 
container by Lind DNA stores logs and doubles up as 
a small table if turned over. lt is available in a range of 
muted natural tones with accents of steel, aluminium 
and oak. Dirt and water repellent, it measures 32cm 
x 38cm x 31cm and costs £210. (linddna.com) 

Luxury leather 
This stylish large rectangular log basket is made from 
leather with a chestnut finish. Measuring 57 cm x 40cm x 
28cm, it has two practical handles for carrying between 
log store to hearth. Price: £199. {lifeofriley.co.uk) 

Safety first 
Operating on a seven-year sealed-for-life lithium 
battery, the Fire Angel C0-9D digital carbon monoxide 
alarm is portable with clear LED indicators for power, 
fault or alarm statuses. lt provides early detection of the 
presence of carbon monoxide in the home, showing low 
levels of CO down to lOppm and peak readings over the 
previous four weeks. Price: £29.99. (fireangel.co.uk) 

PRODUCTS FIRE ACCESSORIES 

Eye-catching storage 
Available in steel or aluminium with a rusty 
steel patina or powder-coated charcoal 
grey paint finish, the Woodstock log 
store collection comes in a variety 
of shapes and sizes that can be 
connected together, creating a 
feature out of firewood storage. 
Suitable for inside the home or 
outdoors, each one is handmade 
in England, with bespoke 
designs and colour options 
available. Shapes include triangles, 
hexagons, squares and circles, with prices ranging from 
£250 to £795 depending on size. {parkerandcoop.com) 
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A period family home in Surrey has been given a new 
lease of life with a light and bright mal<eover. 

his Edwardian four-bedroom 
family home in Weybridge has 
been extensively refurbished 
and extended by Concept 
Eight Architects. By replacing 
a tired glazed conservatory 

and lean-to at the rear with a new 
single-storey extension, the layout of the 
property has been revamped to maximise 
space and natural light while providing 
an enhanced connection to the garden. 

A traditional panelled front door 
painted yellow indicates how, inside, 
the building's historic charm has been 
celebrated by thoughtfully contrasting 
it with playful, contemporary design. 
This approach continues at the rear of 
the home where the new extension has 
been designed to repair and sensitively 
contrast with the building's fabric. 

A palette of textured yellow brick 
and white render matches the existing 
materials, while a contemporary flat roof 
and expanses of glass clearly denote a 
new chapter in the building's story. 

From the entrance, the new open­
plan internal layout offers direct views 
through to the rear garden. Quirky 
floor tiles are used to define the 
boundaries of the entrance hall, which 
opens out into a bright and generous 
open-plan kitchen and living area. 

The design of this living area 
is intentionally simple with the 
flexibility to arrange and decorate the 
space to the owner's tastes. A single 
column and a series of roof lights 
softly delineate separate areas for 
cooking, dining and chilling out. 

The kitchen is sleek, with black 
cabinets contrasting with white marble 
worktops, white walls and neutral 
stone flooring. A matching island offers 
added seating and storage which in 
turn create a central point where family 
and friends can gather while cooking. 

An existing utility room has also been 
reconfigured to include a compact 
downstairs WC. Accessed from the 
kitchen, new sliding pocket doors 
enable this space to be concealed. 
Full-height glazing provides a seamless 
connection to the rear garden, with 
sliding doors opening onto a patio and 
dining area. A box window seat frames 
the garden view from the kitchen. 

Upstairs, the new extension 
provides four double bedrooms, two 
with en suites, with the other two 
accessing a Jack and Jill bathroom. 

Original features such as cast 
iron fireplaces, radiators, timber 
panelling and cornicing have all been 
retained and restored throughout. 

PICTURES 

The Edwardian 

property has 
been toto lly 
refurbished, 
with a new 
open-plan 

kitchen 
extension 
contrasting 
with original 
period features 
that have been 
restored and 
retained. 
( concept8.co.uk) 
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First-time selfbuilders Darren and Joanna 
Hole have built a luxurious family home 
on the wooded site of a former quarry, 
where an original lime l<iln still stands. 

STORY: DEBBIE JEFFERY PHOTOGRAPHY: DARREN HOLE/MARK EA TON 

hen Darren Hole first visited the site 
of a former lime quarry, which was 
for sale in the south Devon village 
of Marldon, he was convinced that 
this was the opportunity he and 
his family had been waiting for. 

"We'd been living in a rented house for two years while 
we tried to find a building plot;' he explains. "After two 
land purchases fell through we were beginning to lose 
heart but we were determined to keep on looking:' 

Darren and his wife, Joanna, had always dreamed of 
building their own home and - together with Darren's 
father, Ronald - decided to pool their resources and 
search for a suitable site. The couple have two children, 
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EXTERIOR 
Built on the 
site of an old 
quarry with 
a lime kiln, 
Oakwood 
House stands 
in a private 
woodland of 
more than 
2.5 acres. 



Evie-Rose, 11, and Jude, 9, and were keen to build a 
country house that the whole family could enjoy. 

"Designing and building our own property was one 
of our major ambitions;' says Darren, the director of a 
local estate agency. "Joanna also used to be an estate 
agent, and now works for a large developer, so we've had 
plenty of experience of other people's new homes!" 

When an uninspiring property with four acres of land 
came onto the market, one mile outside the village of 
Marldon, it was Joanna who suggested that Darren should 
view the house, while she took the children to a party. 

"I'd never done that before - we'd always gone 
together;' he recalls. "The house was right out 
in the sticks, and very secluded, so I managed to 
get lost even though I know the area well:' 

Eventually, as he was walking up the long driveway, 
Darren was amazed by the idyllic wooded setting and 
incredible country views over farm fields to Dartmoor. 

Standing on an elevated plateau overlooking its own 
two-acre paddock, with swathes of mixed natural private 
woodland approaching almost 2.5 acres to the rear, the 
property was being sold together with an original lime 
kiln, built in the 1800s. A fire would have been lit inside this 
stone structure to burn the limestone but it was completely 
overgrown with ivy when Darren first viewed the site. 

"I didn't really need to see inside the existing 
house to know that this was something special;' 
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GROUND 
FLOOR 

BedroomS 

I 

I 

I 

Sitting 
Room 

I 

I 

• 
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FIRST 
FLOOR 

SETTING 
Situated 
up a long 
driveway, the 
property has 
a two-acre 
paddock, 
and offers 
superb views 
over Devon 
countryside to 
Dartmoor. 

Master 
Suit• 

FLOORPLAN 

The 390-sqm property has a single-storey, one-bedroom annexe, with an 
open-plan living/dining/kitchen and a wet room. In the main house, the vaulted 

sitting room is overlooked by a cinema mezzanine, and two ground-floor 
bedrooms share a wet room. There are also a separate snug, a dining room, 

cloakroom/we, a kitchen/breakfast room and utility downstairs, with four 
further bedrooms, a bathroom, en suite and dressing room on the first floor. 
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he recalls. "There was no planning permission to 
replace the five-bedroom property, which came 
with a one-bedroom annexe, so I made a conditional 
offer subject to getting planning consent:' 

Darren and Joanna needed to find a local 
architect who could work with them to design a 
replacement house that would meet their needs 
and prove acceptable to the planning authority. 

"The parish council objected to our application, which 
meant we had to go to committee, and the delay meant 
the seller then got cold feet;' says Darren. "We made 
a calculated gamble and exchanged contracts without 
planning permission. Fortunately consent was granted 
a week later, following a vote of 11 to one in favour. We 
opened a bottle of champagne as we were so relieved!" 

The bungalow on the site had been extended in timber 
frame and up into the roof. The new design enlarges this 
footprint by just 10 per cent, raising the roof pitch by 1.5m. 

"We like the appearance of properties built by German 
company Huf Haus with their split roofs and monochrome 
colour scheme;' explains Darren. "Building a prefabricated 
kit house wasn't the route we wanted to take though, but 
our architect used this style as inspiration for the design:' 

A builder friend had recommended a semi-retired 
architect, Mick Mills, who was presented with a wishlist 
of 10 features which the family wanted to incorporate into 
their new home. These included a one-bedroom annexe 
for Darren's father, a home cinema, vaulted double­
height spaces, a mezzanine level and dressing room. "He 
absolutely nailed it, and we only tinkered slightly with the 
original drawings to please the planners;' says Darren. 





HO~!IES NEW BUILD 
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The two-storey house was orientated south -west 
to face the views, with two ground -floor bedrooms 
sharing a Jack and Jill en suite, a spacious kitchen/ 
diner, WC, separate dining room and vaulted sitting 
room, with a cinema mezzanine above. On the 
first floor are four further bedrooms, a bathroom, 
master en suite and walk-in dressing room. 

"We moved into another rented property a mile 
down the road from the plot and I project managed the 
build while still working full time, which wasn't ideal;' 
says Darren. "I'd visit the site every day, before and 
after work, but it just wasn't enough and in hindsight, 
we should have employed a project manager." 

A concrete slab foundation was prepared by the 
groundworkers, who had demolished the existing 
house and cleared the site. The new property 
was then built predominantly on rock, using an 
energy-efficient timber frame under a natural 
clay roof, with rendered blockwork walls and grey 
composite ship lap cladding to the upper level. 

"We read magazines about housebuilding and chose 
timber frame for its speed, energy efficiency and 



environmental credentials, because we were keen 
to minimise our carbon footprint;' says Darren. 

"A package timber frame company was 
recommended to us, which supplied and installed 
the frame, our bespoke oak staircase, the 
skirtings, aluminium bifolds and internal doors. 
We also employed a reputable local builder, 
who took care of the blockwork, plastering and 
decorating, and a separate roofer, plumber and 
electrician. I wanted to keep the number of 
trades to a minimum to try and avoid delays." 

A mechanical ventilation and heat recovery system 
was installed, together with a ground source heat 
pump, which serves the hot water and underfloor 
heating throughout the entire property and annexe. 
A 4kW array of solar panels in the paddock generates 
an income, and the Renewable Heat Incentive scheme 
pays a quarterly amount until 2022 for the ground 
source heat pump and is ongoing for the solar panels. 

The couple worked hard to remain one step 
ahead when choosing materials and fittings, and in 
the entire house only one socket was overlooked. 
"Joanna works for a developer that builds houses 
to this spec;' says Darren. "We were able to use 
these for guidance and see some of the products 
in situ before we made our own choices for things 
like the kitchen, floor tiles and bathrooms:' 

All the family members had input into their new 
home and became involved, with Joanna even travelling 
to the Pronorm factory in Germany to design the 
high-gloss grey and white handle-less kitchen. 

SITTING ROOM 
The vaulted 
sitting room 
features a 
wood-burning 
stove and is 
overlooked by 

. 
a mezzanine 
floor above. 

IN DETAIL 
PROJECT 

Architect Mick Mills (now retired) 
Builder Darren Roche Builders: 

darrenrochebuilders.com 
Electricians and plumbers Smokeless 

Energy: smokelessenergy.co.uk 

STRUCTURE 
Groundworks Rockwater 

Landscaping Services: 01803 203082 
Timber frame, staircase, 

internal doors, skirtings etc 
Frame 2000: 01446 742287 

Composite cladding Marley 
Eternit: marley.co.uk 

Clay roof tiles Terreal: terreal.com 

FIXTURES & FITIINGS 
Kitchen Pronorm: pronorm.de 

Worktops Krion: krion.com 
Floor tiles Porcelanosa: 

porcelanosa.com 
Sanitaryware Vitro: vitra.co.uk 

Taps Grohe: grohe.co.uk 
Music system Sonos: sonos.com 

Sink Kohler: kohler.co.uk 
Underfloor heating, ground 

source heat pump Ken sa Heat 
Pumps: kensaheatpumps.com 

Appliances Siemens: siemens.com 
Boiling tap JoYou: joyou.co.uk 

HD projector Optoma: optoma.co.uk 
Wood-burner Scan: scan.dk 
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The annexe was completed first so that Darren's 
father could move in and keep an eye on the site 
during the final stages of the project. "We didn't really 
get physically involved with the build other than 
some demolition and labouring because we wanted 
professional, high -quality finishes;' says Darren. 

Five-metre-wide aluminium bifolds open from 
the vaulted sitting room in the main house onto a 
terrace of Indian sandstone, which was laid after 
the family moved in. "It was important to go for 
quality finishes so we inevitably ran over budget and 
some things needed to wait but the main project 
was completed in a year;' explains Darren. 

The paddock has proven a useful outdoor space, 
where coils for the ground source heat pump were 
buried and solar panels stand in the grass. The lime 
kiln was carefully cleared of ivy and is currently 
used as a store for an air source heat pump, 
connected to the above-ground swimming pool. 

"When we first moved in I swore I never wanted 
to go through another build, but after living here 
for a few years we've decided to take on a new 
project;' says Darren. "Dad is happy to be part of 
the next build too, and is a huge help to us, so 
we're now looking for a plot to do it all again!" 
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CINEMA 
Oak and glass 
stairs rise to 
the landing 
where there 
. . 
IS a c1nema 
room on the 

• mezzanine. 

-

DINING ROOM 
A formal 
dining room 
accesses 
the terrace 
through 
aluminium­
framed 
bifold doors. 

KITCHEN 
lnternorm 
cabinets and 
a bespoke 
breakfast bar, 
made from 
Krion to match 
the worktops, 
were chosen 
for the kitchen. 

-



r--.,._[ 

BEDROOMS 
There are six 
bedrooms 
in total, with 
two on the 
ground floor 
sharing a 
Jack and Jill 
en suite. The 

. 
spaCIOUS 
master suite 
has its own 
fitted walk-in 
dressing 
room and 
luxurious 
en suite. 

' 

HOMES NEW BUILD 

... , 

-

FINAL WORD 
What was the 
high point? 
Having our planning 
application 
approved was a 
major high point. 
... and the low point? 
You have to make 
quick decisions, and 
work commitments 
meant we couldn't be 
on site as much as 

our subcontractors 
would have liked. 
Your best buy? 
We absolutely love 
our boiling water tap, 
as well as the built- in 
music system. 
Your biggest 
extravagance? 
Probably the kitchen 
and the Krion worktop, 
together with our 

bespoke island with 
concealed LED lighting. 
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The kitchen is one of the main 
considerations in a new home. 
Everything needs to be in the right 
place to make life as convenient as 
possible in what is usually the busiest 
room. And it's not just the layout of the 
kitchen that demands attention - you 
also need the right equipment, and 
that includes the all-important sink. 

Give consideration to how you will 
use your sink. A two-bowl model can 
be extremely useful for keen cooks, 
providing space to rinse and wash 
vegetables and empty large pans. If 
space is at a premium try a 1.5 bowl 
option. This consists of a full-size bowl 
alongside a smaller half bowl. 

The choice of style and material will 
depend on personal taste. Ceramic 
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farmhouse sinks suit traditional 
schemes but may take up a lot of 
space, while stainless steel, composite 
quartz or granite are more modern, 
hardwearing and antibacterial. Stainless 
steel is the most popular choice 
thanks to its durability and resistance 
against chips, stains and cracks. 

An under-mounted sink is installed 
directly underneath the counter, 
while an inset model is fitted on top, 
with the rim sitting just above the 
counter. For a sleeker look, the easy­
to-clean flush-mounted sink sits 
level with the worktop. Combining 
contrasting sink and worktop materials 
makes it stand out, while a seamless, 
contemporary finish is achieved if the 
same surface is used throughout. 

Above: Ideal for smaller 
kitchens, the Studio sink is 
supplied with a strainer, 
colander and mini bowl. 
Made from high-quality 
stainless steel, it can be 
inset or undermounted 
and features small 
radius bowl corners 
for easy cleaning and 
increased hygiene. Price: 
from £499. (abode.eu) 
Left: The Ingot 1.5-bowl 
left drainer sink is made 
from stainless steel for 
stain, corrosion and rust 
resistance. lt comes 
pre-fitted with Easyfit 
top base and costs 
£320. (bristan.com) 



Above: The Belfast Geotech 
grey granite sink is scratch 
resistant and easy to clean, 
with a 90mm waste outlet 
and a weir overflow, both 
sold separately. This model 
is reversible and measures 
455mm x 595mm x 250mm. 
Guide price: £367. ( caple.co.uk) 
Top right: Suited to a country 
kitchen, the Farmhouse 

double-bowl Belfast sink has 
two equally sized bowls, each 
with a generous depth. Price: 
£439. (rangemaster.co.uk) 
Right: The 1.5-bowl Quartz 
left drainer has a matte 
finish, made from highly 
durable and antibacterial 
80 per cent quartz. Price: 
£260. (bristan.com) 

SPOTLIGHrf KITCHEN SINKS 

Above left: The Kubus ceramic sink, 
shown here in Matt Pearl Grey, is 
reversible in the 1.5-bowl option, and two 
single-bowl models are also available, 
each fitted with a waste disposal unit for 
added convenience. Price: from £550 for 
a single-bowl 500mm sink. (franke.co.uk) 
Above: The Solo corner sink is 
shown here in Ebony, ideal for 
compact kitchens where the work 
surface area is limited. lt measures 
1,075mm x 600mm and comes in a 
variety of neutral colours. Price on 
application. (villeroy-boch.com) 
Left: Finished in stainless steel, the 
S715 built-in sink features one main 
bowl and a drainer. lt measures 
1,025mm x 490mm and can be 
installed in worktops from 25mm 
thick. Price: £1,110. (hansgrohe.co.uk) 
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Right: Hausys has launched 
a new collection of HI-MACS 
sinks and basins comprising 
18 different models. The flush 
under-mount design achieves 
a seamless installation when 
combined with a HI-MACS 

work surface. This hygienic 
material is priced from £300 
per linear metre. (himacs.eu) 
Below: This Farmhouse Belfast 

fireclay ceramic sink has an 
Anthracite finish and measures 
595mm x 455mm. Price: 

£375. (rangemaster.co.uk) 
Below right: The Integrity Q 
sink, created using a single 
piece of Silestone, measures 
410mm x 510mm x 175mm and 

is highly resistant to scratches 
and stains. Shown here in 
marble-inspired Calacatta 
Gold, it is also available in 
Blanco Zeus. Prices start from 

£500. (the1810company.co.uk) 
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Above: Available in a selection of colours, 
the built-in Subway ceramic sink is shown 

here in Midnight Blue. Highly resistant to 
scratches, cracks and chips, the single­
bowl model measures 600mm x 510mm 

and costs from £348. (villeroy-boch.com) 

Left: Shown here in Stone, the S510 
built-in sink is made from SilicaTec 

and features one main bowl and a 

second smaller bowl.lt measures 
750mm x 490mm and also comes in 

Graphite Black and Concrete Grey. 

Price: £423. (hansgrohe.co.uk) 

Above: Available in three sizes, the KWC 
Era 810-72 sink sits flush with any work 

surface, discreetly marked out by a 
4.5mm ultra-thin rim with a high gloss 

finish. lt features a bevelled square 
waste cover, an invisible ghost overflow 
and premium teak and stainless steel 
strainer bowl and chopping board. The 
model shown is priced at: £1,235. 
(kwctaps.co.uk) 
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Above: Pictured here 
in Copper Grey, the 
Fresno sink also comes in 
metallic shades of Copper 
Gold, Sterling Silver and 
Lunar Grey. Made from 
hardwearing Fragranite, 
it comes with a handy 
Rollamat drainer and is 
priced at £598. (franke.co.uk) 
Left: The Cooke & Lewis 
lsing single-bowl sink is 
made from lightweight 
but sturdy resin, with the 
appearance of composite 
quartz. Measuring 500mm 
x 210mm, it comes with one 
tap hole and a reversible 
drainer. Price: £94. ( diy.com) 
Right: This ceramic 
farmhouse-style flush­
mounted sink measures 
595mm x 475mm x 220mm. 
Made from fine fireclay with 
a hygienic glazed surface, 
it comes complete with a 
90mm chrome waste outlet. 
Price: £299. (smeguk.com) 

SPOTLIGHT KITCHEN SINKS 
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SPOTLIGHT KITCHEN SINKS 

Above: The Sandon large bowl 
sink is made from natural fireclay 
material and can be inset or under­
mounted. Price: £399. (abode.eu) 
Right: Perfect for smaller kitchens, the Box 
Centre multi-functional sink comes with 
integrated food prepping accessories 
for chopping, washing and draining. 
Made from premium stainless steel, 
the second compartment bowl on this 
double-bowl model incorporates a range 
of items including knives, a knife holder, 
strainer bowl, platter, chopping boards 
and wire rack. lt measures 860mm x 
510mm and costs £1,400. (franke.co.uk) 
Below: Made from high-quality 1.2mm 
brushed stainless steel and finished 
in gold, the MODE045/GD sink can be 
inset or under-mounted.lt has a 90mm 
outlet for basket strainer waste, and can 
be used with a Caple waste disposal 
with waste and overflow included. 
The single-bowl sink shown here 
measures 490mm x 440mm x 200mm 
and costs from £382. ( caple.co.uk) 

• I • 
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Top: The S711 stainless steel 
two-bowl sink measures 
845mm x 480mm and can 
be installed flush-mounted 
or flat on the countertop. lt 
has a tap ledge to stabilise 
the kitchen mixer tap. Price: 
£1,480. (hansgrohe.co.uk) 
Above: This l.5mm-thick 
stainless steel single-bowl 
sink has a brushed nickel 
PVD fin ish, providing a 
strong scratch-resistant 
coating. lt can be under­
mounted or top-mounted, 
and measures 450mm 
x 450mm. Guide price: 
£345. (meir.com.au) 
Below: Made from 8mm 
toughened black glass 
with a stainless steel 
base, the Glacier 1.5-
bowlleft drainer sink is 
watermark resistant and 
costs £370. (bristan.com) 









• 
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Inspiration for the new house came from renowned 
American architect Frank Lloyd Wright, who built 
Fallingwater in rural south -western Pennsylvania in 
1935. Facing a nine-metre waterfall in the Bear Run 
Nature Reserve, and taking cues from the rock edges, 
the cantilevered floors from Fallingwater's three 
levels project over the water's edge at the rear, and 
it was this house which the Aldens asked An drew 
to use as a starting point for their new home. 

"We've always admired Frank Lloyd Wright's work, and 
wanted a mini Fallingwater;' Sara explains. "Although 
we've never been there it's definitely on our bucket list." 

Building a new house in the Green Belt is 
always challenging and, coupled with the site's 
topography and low water table, the Aldens' 
project presented several obstacles. 

"We thought really hard 
about working with family 

members ... but Andrew came 
up with a design we loved." 



GARDEN 
The dramatic 
two-storey 
dwelling has 

. 
panoramic 
south-facing 
views and a 

. . 
sw1mm1ng 
lake that 
features 
enormous 
boulders 
brought 
from Wales. 

HO~!IES NEW BUILD 

Andrew's design embraced the sloping site by 
creating a low-level building which, upon entry, 
expands to reveal double-height volumes and 
extensive views. A single-storey entrance opens out 
into a double-height lounge, suspended mezzanine 
office and a cantilevered master bedroom suite, with 
integrated courtyards and terraces throughout. 

"We really didn't change much at all, because it 
was such an amazing design;' says Sara. "Everything 
is so clean and minimal - we were determined 
to avoid cluttering it with belongings." 

As well as undertaking pre-planning discussions with 
the local authority, Khoury Architects also consulted 
local residents and conducted rigorous site analysis 
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