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Zero-energy

Passivhaus
Highly efficient family
home in Somerset
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We manufacture, supply and install:

folding sliding doors
sliding doors

french doors

single doors

WIindows

shaped glazed screens
entrance doors
rooflights

01 487 740044 info@kloeber.co.uk www.kloeber.co.uk

Uisit our showrooms in:
Lordory, Combridgeshire, GucKirpbamshire and West Sussex. o dieciions

see website
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Welcome

“The best-laid plans of mice
and men often go awry.’
The adage based on Robert
Burns’ often-quoted poem
could have been written
with the selfbuilder in
mind. There are plenty of
things that can, and do, go wrong with a
typical house build due to any number of
factors: the planners, the weather, unreliable
or incompetent builders, suppliers who

o0 broke, lenders who won't play ball...

Then there are the things that may never
have even occurred to you when you start your
dream home project, such as ransom strips,
easements and covenants, ground conditions,
utility connection charges, unexpected
CIL charges, and rejected VAT claims.

Gerald Cole explores the potential
of each of these elements to blow your
budget in this month’s Topping Out. Read
his Six Hidden Costs on page 112.

Architect David Hayhow had plenty of time
to consider all of the potential banana skins
and more when he undertook his Passivhaus
build in Somerset. He wisely spent the five
years between buying the commercial site at
auction and it being vacated to carefully plan

EDITOR’S WELCOME

his new home. The result is a zero-energy,
low maintenance home that will serve his and
his wite’s requirements well into old age. Built
using the Passivhaus Planning Package, even the
surplus energy is used to charge their electric
car. Read about the impressive build on page 74.
Fellow architect Andrew Khoury also had
to take into account the long-term needs
of the occupants - his in-laws — when he
designed their new home, based on Frank Lloyd
Wright's iconic Fallingwater in Pennsylvania.
The stunning new home overlooks a
pond and is complemented with eye-
catching artwork. There are more examples
from Khoury’s impressive portfolio in
our Leading Light interview, following
on from the case study on page 70.
And if you'e still looking for inspiration,
our other case studies include a stunning
contemporary home overlooking the
River Exe with lots of glazing to maximise
the views, a striking German-influenced
home on a secluded lane in South
Devon, and an impressive Art Deco-style
home in Plymouth, built using ICF.
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Nterviews

COVER STORY

Marcus and Leslie Dawson have built a
stunning home with panoramic views of
the Exe Estuary, near Exeter in Devon.

ART DECO-STYLE HOME

A room divider operated by car jacks and a WC
hidden behind a circular library are two of the

unusual ideas in a new Plymouth home.

ROOMS WITH A VIEW

First-time selfbuilders Darren and Joanna
[Hole have built a luxurious home on the
wooded site of a former quarry, where an
original lime kiln still stands.

EYE-CATCHING ART HOUSE
Inspired by the iconic Fallingwater,
Sara and Richard Alden have built a
sleek home in the Green Belt with
some vibrant art installations.

PERFECTLY PASSIVE

David Havhow explains how he
designed and built his zero-energy
home using the Passivhaus
Planning Package.

LUCY ST GEORGE
& JANE ROCKETT

Meet the founders of online
interiors store Rockett St George.

2 JANUARY 2020 / Selfbuildanddesign.com

/0 ANDREW KHOURY

Meet the founder of award-winning
practice Khoury Architects.

Spotlignt

47 FIRESIDE ACCESSORIES
A showcase of winter warmers.

56 IN SINK

A selection of kitechen sinks.

Special features
81 MASONRY

A guide to this form of construction.
8/ HOME INSULATION

Gierald Cole answers some common

questions about domestic insulation.
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Regulars

NEWS & COMMENT

A round-up of the latest news.
BOOKS

[deal reading for Christmas.

DESIGN MATTERS

A home unfolds down to the River Avon
and a converted coastguard tower,
INTERIORS

[High ceilings and airy interiors feature in this

striking home designed by Rory MacPherson.

GREEN BUILDING

I<co conversion of Dutch barn.

DIARY DATES
Shows, courses and seminars.

TOPPING OUT

Six hidden costs that could jeopardise a build.

xpert help

LEGAL ADVICE

Dealing with dubious development.

PLANNING ADVICE
Rov Speer answers vour planning queries.
PLOT DOCTOR

Changing existing planning permission.
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Architect

pioneer dies

RIBA Gold Medal-
winning architect
Edward Cullinan has
died, aged 88. Known
as Ted, Cullinan was
awarded the medal

IN recognition of Nis
“inspirational practice
and teaching”. His
buildings include the
Fountains Abbey Visitor
Centre and the Weald
and Downland Gridshell,
which was shortlisted
for the Stirling Prize In
2002. He also taught at
The Bartlett, Sheffielo
University, MIT and the
University of Edinbburgh.

Revolution for
property sector

The UK property sector
IS ‘on the cusp of a
digital revolution’
according to housing
nminister Esther McVey.
Speaking at a
mMeeting with Proptech
firms, McVey said that
new technologies could
allow communities
to see models
and interactive
mMayps of planned
development and
comment on planning
applications online.
Developers would be
able to identify sites so
that more houses could
e built more quickly
and suitable brownfield
sites earmarked more
swiftly for development.
‘New technology
will link builders to
brownfield sites more
easily, enhance how
developers engage with
ocal communities, help
pullders deliver new
nomes and modernise
the way we buy and
sell land and houses,
cutting the time it takes
to get housing from
the drawing board to
families getting the
keys,” McVey said.

CLT home wins
prestigious
timber award

Push-Pull House, a playfully
creative, light-filled new home

built of cross laminated timber
(CLT) with exposed timber right
throughout the interior, won the
Custom & Self-Build category of the
2019 Structural Timber Awards.

The family home in Amersham
was designed by Cullinan Studio,
which was founded by the
recently deceased pioneering
architect Ted Cullinan (see left)

CLT helped to minimise the
construction time for the house as the
whole frame was erected In just three
weeks. This meant that watertightness
was achieved quickly, allowing
iInternal trades to progress early on,
accelerating the overall programme,

Visual grade CLT panels provided
iInstant finished surfaces that
reduced the amount of finishing
Materials required, therefore
cutting out a lot of waste.

Overlapping voids and double-height
walls form a sequence of volumes
so the living spaces flow together,
mMaking for a fun and soclakle home.

Build-to-rent
homes up 20%

The numlber of build-to-rent
(BTR) homes across the UK has
grown by 20 per cent year-
on-year to 148,000 homes.

The figures from the British
Property Federation (BPF)
include BTR homes completed,
under construction or in
planning between the third
quarters of 2018 and 2019.

The number of completed
homes rose by 31 per cent in
the same period to 34,840.

There are now 148,046 BTR
homes at varying stages
of development across the
country, up by 24,509 last year.

The sector continues to
go from strength to strength,
with the pipeline growing
considerably in the year to
the third quarter of 2019. This
IS highlighted by the number
of homes in planning, which
sodred by 23 per cent to 77,446.

The BPF said the average size of
BTR developments is also growing,
indicating the confidence
of investors in the sector.

In the third quarter of 2019,
the average size of each
completed BTR scheme was 133
homes, with 245 homes for the
schemes under construction.

Self build News
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Councils urged to support self build

More than half of all local
planning authorities support
custom and self-build housing,
according to the Right to

Bulld task force. This follows

its comprehensive analysis

of all current and emerging
Local Plans across England.

The figure of 58 per cent
Is well up from 24 per cent in
2015. The welcome news for
selfbuilders was announced in
the run-up to Right to Build Day,
which marked the date when
authorities were obligated to
demonstrate that they have
Matched numbers on their Right
to Build registers with sufficient
development permissions.

Local Plans are a key tool
for authorities to help meet
their legal requirements under
the Self-pbuild and Custom
Housebullding Act 2015.

The assessment revealed
that /6 per cent of authorities
that have adopted a Locdl
Plan since the legislation was
Introduced have a planning
policy which supports custom-

and self-builld housing, up from
13 per cent from the pre-
legislation position In April 2016.

The task force also found that
while post-legisiation plans are
becoming more ambitious, few
offer the necessary support
within the spirit of the legislation.
Most only Include vague policies
supporting custom- and self-
pbuild housing In principle, without
actually enabling development

IN welcoming the positive
findings of the analysis, Mario
Wolf, director of the Right to
Bulld task force, said there
was still a long way to go.

‘It Is unacceptable that around
five years on from the 2015 Act
almost one In three adopted
post-legislation plans and one
iNn four emerging Local Plans
are making No provision for
custom- and self-build housing.

“‘We hope that those authorities
without policies will soon act
to ensure that their Local Plan
facilitates more local communities
to build owner-commissioned
homes,” Mr Wolf said.

Sell builds fuelling SME sector

The self- and custom-build sector
IS vital to the future of small and
mMedium builders, according

to the latest findings of the
Federation of Master Buillders.

The FMB's 2019 House Buillders'
Survey shows that over half
of its housebuilder memlbers
have taken on self-bulla
clients, reflecting the close
iNnks between the SME market
and custom and self build.

The annual survey assesses
the housing market and the
constraints facing the small- and
Medium-sized housebullders

(SME), a sector that's experienced
a dramatic decline.

IN 1988 two-thirds of all the UK's
homes were built by SME builders,
and by 2014 this had dropped to
just a third. Since 2007 the numlber
of SME housebuilders has halved

The survey found that 52 per
cent of housebuilder memiers
pouilt a new home to the plan
and specification of the new
homeowner in the last year.

Of these most (42 per cent)
pUilt one, 32 per cent built two,

10 per cent built four to five and
12 per cent built six to 10 homes.

Selfouildanddesign.com / JANUARY 2020 &




Pierre Cardin’s
Bubble House.

Rafael de Cardenas penthouse

In Greenwich Village.
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Inspiration on every page

Houses: Extraordinary Living by Phaidon editors

(Phaidon: £39.95)

Any selfbuilder looking for inspiration would do well to browse the

pages of this handsome boo
page, though obviously not a
On each of the book’s 400

<. There is inspiration on virtually every

pDages Is a single photograpnh with

a brief description of some of the most innovative and influential
architect-designed houses created since the early 20th century.
The homes are visuadlly paired to make it easier for the reader
to make their own connections and include a cross section of
the most remarkable residential achievements, from Modernist
icons to feats of technological, material, and spatial innovation.
Countries and locations famed for their houses, such ds
Australia and Japan, the Case Study Houses In Los Angeles,

New Canaan in Connecticut,

and Fire Island in New York are all

featured here, along with iconic architects of the 20th century,

iIncluding Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe, and Marcel Breuer.
The book covers a wide range of styles, including Modernism,

Postmodernism, Brutalism, Regionalism, and International Style.

This is the ultimate volume

of house porn.

| the houses will appeal to every reader.

Book reviews
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Amazing inside spaces

Interiors: The Greatest Rooms of
the Century by Phaidon editors
(Phaidon: £59.95)

Everything about this book exudes
quality, from the beautiful velvet
cover to the superb reproduction
of the countless photographs
showing the stunning interiors
from around the world.

With such a grandiose title
and its claim of depicting
400 of the world'’s best living
spaces, the book certainly has
a ot to live up to and so easily
could have failed. But within its
420-odd pages, are individual
rooms created by 300 of the
most influential people in interior
design. It would be easy to
assume that this is just another
showcase of how the other half
lves — and there are quite a few
nomes belonging to the rich and
famous. However, it Is probably
pbest described as an eclectic
collection of styles, ranging from
the sumptuous to the downright
whacky. A case in point is
German artist Kurt Schwitter's
bizarre living room. Influenced
by Dall, Schwitter referred to it as
the "Cathedral of Erotic Mystery”.

The room was never completed
= "In principle always in flux”.

Compare that with the
more traditional writing room
IN the tower at Sissinghurst
created by Vita Sackville West,
the sheer opulence of Gianni
Versace's bedroom at his luxury
Casa Casuarina in Miami, the
geometric simplicity of Oswald
Mathius Ungers' kitchen at his
home in Cologne, and the
contemporary minimalism of
John Pawson’s London home.

Of course, there's plenty
to see and admire in all the
various design styles that
spanned the 20th century:
baroqgue barogue, Bohemian,
Charleston, cheap and cheerful,
chintz, cosy, faux, Hollywood
Regency, loft style, Mempnhis,
Modernism, Mid-Century
Modern, shabby chic, and too
mMany more to name here.

f there is one criticism it is
that there is only one photo of
each room. The publishers argue
that this is enough but another
angle would provide a better
perspective. Even so, this is O
book to request for Christmas
— or your Desert Island Discs.

The benchmark for renovators

EnerPHit by
James Traynor
(RIBA Publishing:
£14.99)

With so much interest
from selfbuilders in
Passivhaus it was

ENERPHIT

L. | : ——
| |'| I lil "W}'Tl
i ’

only a matter of time
before renovators
and convertors
turned to EnerPHIt,
the Passivhaus Institute gold
standard for existing buildings,
IN order to save money and
hopefully the planet itself.

EnerPHit (the PH is for Passive

House) is a practical guide
written by James Traynor,

MD of ECD Architects which
has been at the forefront of
sustainable design since 1980.
Traynor is a designer and
director In charge of severdl
Important retrofit projects,
nMost notably Wimcote House,
which is the UK case study for
the EuroPHIt programme.

His guide provides architects,

designers, and serious green
renovators with the tools to
retrofit existing buildings to
demonstrate what is possible
when it comes to carbon
reduction. This Is essential If

the UK is to reach
the government's
carbon zero target
for 2050. UK owners
will be required
to upgrade their
ouilldings to adhere
to increasingly
stringent energy
performance

— reguirements,
vet so far there has been
NO cledr advice on how
this can be achieved.

The EnerPHIt standard
offers a clear methodology.
With nearly 20 per cent of UK
carbon emissions attributed
to the heating and cooling
of bulldings, tackling our
iInefficient stock addresses
both carbbon emissions and
fuel poverty, while achieving
better thermal comfort and
a healthier environment

The book offers a practical
understanding of a passive
house. Backed with real-
ife case studies, it enables
the reader to understand
how to achieve successful
outcomes that are tailored
to suit available budgets
and programmes.

G JANUARY 2020 / Selfbuildanddesign.com
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New role for Design
Museum director

A director of the Design
Museum who helped it grow
Into an award-winning
museum dedicated to
contemporary design and
architecture, Is to take up

a new role at Lancaster
University. Deyan Sudijic

will become Distinguished
Professor of Design and
Architecture Studies at the
university’s new School of
Architecture. In 2007/ Sudijic
initiated the Designs of the
Year Award which feature the
most significant designs in the
world. He also devised a series

of ground-breaking exhibitions

at the museum, including the
first UK retrospective on the
work of architect Zaha Hadid.

CIAT appoints

new president

Eddie Welir has been
appointed the 29th president
of the Chartered Institute of
Architectural Technologists.
Weilr Is the principal partner
and founder of Architectural
Design Partnership, a
practice based in Holywood,
Co Down, Belfast. He has
previously served the
Institute as vice-president
practice, and as chair of the
Northern Ireland region.

Pioneering planner

remembered

The first English Heritage blue
plaque for a town planner
has been dedicated to mark

World Town Planning Day 2019.

First Para 79 permission

for East Staffordshire

Matthew and Eleanor Elias have realised
their ambition to build their dream home
on the outskirts of their local village under
a special planning clause which allows
for exceptional homes to be built in areas
otherwise considered unsuitable, the first
such permission granted in the county.
Planning consent was attained under
Paragraph 79 of the National Planning
Policy Framework, which allows the
ouilding of exceptional new isolated
nomes within the countryside, calling for
designs which are “truly outstanding or
innovative, reflecting the highest standards
of architecture” and which will “significantly
enhance their immediate setting”.
Achieving such planning is notoriously
difficult and, mindful of its successful
track record in one-off houses and
Paragraph 79 projects in the region, the
couple approached Lathams of Derby
and Nottingham to design their ambitious
and ground-breaking ‘forever' home.
The Elias family has a long history of living
and farming in the village of Stanton, which

dates back to the 16th century, and Matthew

and Eleanor plan to build a modern, zero-

Design Matters

carbon house that respects its context and
stays faithful to the local vernacular.

The house is based on three defined
zones, inspired by the informal layout
of local farmsteads, with a central
field room’ connecting them.

A public consultation on the
design was held in the village and an
independent review undertaken to build
support for the design proposals.

The planning application was submitted
earlier this year and full permission was
granted in September — the first such consent
under Paragraph 79 in East Staffordshire.

Contemporary-style
conversion of hangar

Planning permission has been granted for a
former small aircraft hangar to be converted
Into a contemporary-style home in Wiltshire.

Sir Patrick Albercrombie
was one of the leading

figures of the post-war

planning system. Originally

an architect, he went on

to found the country’s first

planning school in Liverpool.
He later made an

enormous contribution

to planning practice,

producing the Greater

London Plan of 1944 which

was largely instrumental

iIn reshaping London and

its surrounding region for

the following half century.
Abercrombie moved to 63

Egerton Gardens, SW3 Iin 1935.

He is thought to have lived

there for around 10 years.
The English Heritage

blue plagque was installed

on the building on the

/70th anniversary of World

Town Planning Day.

The design by Richmond Bell Architects
features a predominantly glazed full-
height open frontage where the sliding
door mechanisms are retained on the
original Fosse Hanger, near Alderton.

In all other regards the
building’s simple form is
unchanged, although new
cladding will be applied to
the main wall structures.
An array of windows to
the rear serves the more
private accommodation
while to the sides expanses
of glazing provide light
over both floors.

The external cladding
will be unstained hard
wood below a similarly
finished roof covering.
Work has started on the
poroject which is expected
to be completed next year.

Selfbuildanddesign.com /[ JANUARY 2020 9




DESIGN INSPIRATION

~ Home unfolds
down to the
River Avon

A steep 18m slope down to the bank of the River Avon
provided the basis for AR Design Studio’s Folding
House, a private, bespoke new house In Ringwood. The
site is bordered by mature trees with stunning views of
the surrounding Haompshire landscape.

The house steps down the hill, with a folded ribbon
connecting each floor and linking the entrance of the
site down to the river front. Solid timber boxes were
Inserted Iin between this riblbon where private spaces
were required, with the remaining space offering
open-plan living with a connection to the expansive
balconies and stunning views beyond.

The top floor of the house, situated at entrance level,
contains most of the open-plan living spaces, while
the middle floor accommodates bedrooms. The lower
ground floor provides guest accommodation and
further living spaces connected to the lower outside
space to the rear. A central atrium and staircase
connects each floor, leading occupants from the
front door at the top of the site down through the
nouse and onto the garden. Each level of the building
features terraces to connect the interior with outdoor
Iving and the surrounding landscape.

The internal finishes of each room are bright and
clean, allowing light to flood throughout the building
while maintaining the view of the outdoors as the focal
point of each space. Timber cladding runs through the
building, softening the internal spaces and providing
a relationship to the verdant surroundings. Light grey
tiles run seamlessly between indoors and out, giving
definition to the ribbon as it folds down the site.

AR Design Studio: ardesignstudio.co.uk

10) JANUARY 2020/ Selfbuildanddesign.com
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DESIGN INSPIRATION

The renovation and extension

of a derelict coastguard

tower iIn a small village on the

North Sea coast won the 2019

Master Builders Award. MCK

Construction Ltd, from Angus,

was presented with a new

Isuzu D-Max Utah Pick Up after

beating hundreds of builders

in the prestigious Federation of

Master Builders’ annual award.
Built on an exposed part

of the Scottish coast, the

former lookout post in Usan

was abandoned 60 years

ago and by the end of the

century was in a poor state

of repair and the balcony

had largely rotted away.

y TR

It was bought by a local
fisherman and his wife who
decided to convert it into a
family home by having the
tower renovated and the
building extended to offer
PANoramic sed views.

The Welsh slate roof of
the existing tower has been
retained with a lead finial,
while the stonework has been
repointed and given a general
makeover. At the rear, a set of
stone steps to the entrance of
the original lookout now lead
to the master bedroom and
mMake an unusual addition to
the property. The new timber-
frame extension has extensive

12 JANUARY 2020/ Selfbuildanddesign.com

FMB AWARD WINNER

glazing on the gable, with

the walls covered In low-
mMaintenance cement cladding
under a zinc standing seam
roof. The joint between the

new roof covering and the old
stonework ensures that the
distinction between old and
new can be easily made.

FMB award judges said:
“MCK Construction’s entry
stood out for the history of
the building, innovative use of
space and materials as well
as having overcome many
real challenges to deliver
an awesome project.”

MCK Construction was

awarded both the overall 2019

Master Builder Award and
the Large Renovation Project
Award at a ceremony hosted
by TV presenter and building
enthusiast Nick Knowles.
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Offering a bespoke approach to design and build,
Evolved Design Homes are specialist architectural designers and
builders of low energy homes, designed to meet the unique aspirations
and needs of every client and provide a complete turnkey service, HOMES

The complete Architectural Design

Building Systems, Structural & Build Solution for Self Builders -
Engineering & Turnkey SOIUtionS Specialising in Low Energy Homes.

Come and meet us on Stand 95 at the National Selfbuild
& Renovation Centre, Swindon, anytime by appointment

CALL US ON

0808 2540 500

info@evolveddesignhomes.co.uk
www.evolveddesignhomes.co.uk

— \ / TURNING YOUR VISION -
TECHNOLOGIES INTO A PREMIUM
SELF-BUILD TIMBER FRAME QUALITY HOME

Specialising in beautiful bespoke homes, Frame Technologies is at the
forefront of innovation in timber frame construction. Through a wealth
of experience gained over two decades in the industry, we can help you
through every stage of your design and construction journey - turning
your vision into premium quality, energy efficient home.

" 01544 267124 E enquiries@frametechnologies.co.uk J

www.frametechnologies.co.uk ASSUREGOLD
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INTERIORS INSPIRATION
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This exciting extension and renovation project is the
home of Rory MacPherson, founder of architectural
interiors practice Play Associates. Occupying the original

footprint for the main part of the ground floor, this once-
Hi gh ceilin oS and airv interiors [ealure single-storey building had all the internal walls removed
) to provide an open-plan kitchen/dining/living area.

In lhlS St[‘iking h(_)me, deSi g ned bV A second storey was added to provide bedrooms and
bathrooms, as was an adjacent self-contained guest

ROI‘Y l\--"[acPherson, which is [ull of studio, increasing interior space from 250 sqm to 400 sqm,

bold contrasts and rich textures.

making generous proportions better suited for family life.
Cavernous ceilings extend as high as eleven metres in
WORDS: LOUISE PARKIN places, eight metres in the main living area, and six metres in

KITCHEN
Micro cement
floors are laid
throughout the
ground floor.
Charcoal grey
kitchen units
were made by
a local joiner to
Rory’'s design
and finished
with a quartzite
worktop.

LIVING AREA
The extensive
use of glass
Integrates
nature and
the outside
into the
Interiors, while
triple-height
cellings
provide
greater sense
of space and
nMaximise

the plot.

14 JANUARY 2020 / Selfbuildanddesign.com




TOP11P

It always good to set out

with an ambitious vision
iIn mMind, whatever form that

takes. There can be times when
it's easier to deviate from your

original vision, but these are

key moments — a time to

‘lean In’ to the overall
look and feel you
really want.

the master bedroom, made possible with the use of a light steel
frame. Rory was attracted by the shorter time spent on site that
a steel frame enabled. He explains: “I loved working with steel but
it presented a different set of challenges. There is little room for
site adjustments so you have to trust your design and be very
detailed in the information you provide the steel producers.”
Most of the structure was pre-fabricated off site, and then
assembled very quickly. Getting the structural design right for the
exposed trusses in the main living room took a lot of back-and-
forth negotiation with the engineer. “It's a big open space and we
really wanted the height we have now, with a 30-degree pitch.
We also wanted scissor trusses — we prefer the look,” says Rory.
Micro cement is laid throughout the ground floor, chosen for its
aesthetic properties as well as its practicality. A local joiner was
commissioned to build the kitchen units, walk-1n wardrobes and
a four-poster bed. He also made a dining table and drinks bar
from two large slabs of eucalyptus, all to Rory’s design. The kitchen
IS Matt charcoal and textured kiaat, o hardwood native to South
Africa, and the worktop is charcoal quartzite in a semi-maitt finish.
The living room’s charcoal-coloured walls create a playful
connection between dark and light, with a fireplace with
concealed flue, while the room'’s south elevation is fully glazed

Selfouildanddesign.com / JANUARY 2020 15




INTERIORS INSPIRATION

SUPPLIERS

LIGHTING
Flos: flos.com

FABRIC AND
UPHOLSTERY
Designers Guild:
designersguild.com
John England Fabrics:
johnengland.com

FURNITURE
Carl Hansen:
carlhansen.com,
Heals: heals.com,
Menu: menu.ds,
Oka: oka.com

e =l el — -

BEDROOM

A four-poster bed
draped with pale fabric
creates a serene and
calming space with a
balcony providing a
quiet space for reading.

EXTERIOR
The exterior design

stands out thanks to a

bold charcoal colour,

highly unconventional
for the architecturally

conservative area.

with three-metre-high glass doors opening completely
onto a covered external dining table which seats 10. “With the
doors open it has a wonderful feel of the house being open

to nature, and has the infout flow we love,” enthuses Rory:.

The connection with art and nature is evident throughout
this airy Cape Town home, which uses bamboo as shading
for the covered terrace, and extensive planting directly
outside the doors as well as many house plants.

The master bedroom and children’s bedroom <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>