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married bliss in this final installation 
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Dirt to Done series.
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It’s nearly impossible 

Shou Sugi Ban

Dirt to Done

“From Addition to Adventure”

PLUS!loghomeu.com
(an online community for log home enthusiasts)

Sign up for our free weekly newsletter!

Sign up for our free weekly newsletter!
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 HOME
 LIVING

Donna Peak
Editor-in-Chief

go for the burn
Social with us!

Social with us!

Download Log & Timber 
Home Living and enjoy
 it on your iPad, Kindle 
and Nook today! 
Annual subscriptions 
and individual issues 
available for purchase. 
loghome.com/digital
timberhomeliving.
com/digital

ATTEND A LOG & 
TIMBER HOME SHOW 
FROM VIRTUALLY 
ANYWHERE!
$10 Virtual Ticket Special

For a complete list of
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•  Rated #1 in vacuum power.

•  Huge capacity, up to 321 gallons!

•  Stores fl at in minutes.

•   Easy, 1-handed dumping!

•  Cart bed doubles as an all-purpose 
utility trailer.

FORGET THE RAKE!
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Leaf Vacuum!

FREE
SHIPPING

1 YEAR
TRIAL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. GO ONLINE OR CALL FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING

DRlogsplitters.com  1
B

6
1
D

B
 ©

 2
0
2
0

SPLIT ONE CORD 
PER HOUR!
With Fast, Dependable Kinetic Power

DR® RapidFire™ Splitters

Walk-Behind
•  Easy on/off collector bags hold 

up to 8 bushels!
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and smaller properties.

•  Self-propelled model too.

NEWLY REDESIGNED with More 
Power and Capacity! 1

B
6
1
D

A
 ©

 2
0
2

0

DRleafvac.com  

ELECTRIC MODELS TOO!

Split wood 
indoors!

MORE POWER. 
Spinning fl ywheels 
(up to 150 lbs) 
drive the ram into 
the log at high 
speed to split
the toughest logs.

MORE SPEED. With cycle times as low as 
1 SECOND, you can split logs as fast as 
you can handle them.

MORE PRODUCTIVITY. With a helper you 
can easily split and stack up to a cord per hour!
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BRAND

BRIGHTS
From rustic wood details to industrial patina metals,

on your log and timber interiors.

savvy shopper
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1. Grand Bank Chandelier with 8 lights, kichlerlightinglights.com.  2. Natural Rope Chandelier in oil-rubbed 
bronze, $1,246, elklightinglights.com.  3. Mule Deer Oblong Pool Table Chandelier, starting at $1,390, 
antlerchandelier.net.  4. Brisbane Cord Hung Pendant, $267, barnlightelectric.com.  5. Hood Pendant with net, 
$659, rejuvenation.com.  6. Arts & Crafts Pendant with Stunning Art Glass, $3,999, rejuvenation.com.  7. Duncan 

Single Light Bathroom Sconce from Golden Lighting, 9" tall, shown here in sea foam, $67, build.com.  8. Sedona 

Rainbow Desert LED Table Lamp $55, lampsplus.com.  9. Ridgway Snow Shoe Floor Lamp, 62" tall, 
509.99, wayfaircom.  10. Ziggurat Wall Sconce lightcrafters.com.

For more ideas, 
log on to

loghome.com/rustic-decor 
or timberhomeliving.com/furnish 
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take it outside

Strategically placed lights can enhance your landscape’s  
features and increase your home’s safety and security.

By Elizabeth Millard
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Let There
Be Lighting
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environments look overlit and artifi-
cial. A better option is a warm color, 
like very light orange, which replicates 
the soft glow of a campfire.

5
Illuminate for safe wander-

ing. Pathways around garden 
beds and other landscape 

features tend to be at a little uneven, 
making them possible tripping hazards 
at night. Use low-level lights along the 
sides, as well as by stairs, to minimize 
the risk of falls.

6
Secure the premises. This is 
one instance where you’re not 
going for a magical mood. In-

stead, you’ll want strategically placed 
floodlights set off by motion. The best 
locations are around driveways, en-
trances and the property’s perimeter.

E 
ven in the peak of summer 
when the days are much 
longer, there can be a sense of 

“losing the landscape” when night falls. 
After all, many log and timber homes 
are built in areas without street lamps or 
even rural dusk-to-dawn light poles. 

While this lack of light pollution 
makes for a magical stargazing setting, 
creating evening ambiance around your 
property can showcase a lush lawn or 
garden in a whole new way. Plus, you 
can boost your safety in the process. 
Keep these seven key ideals in mind:

1
Be gentle. Incorporate soft 
touches of light instead of harsh 
floodlights or an overabundance 

of lit areas. That means assessing the 
best features of your landscape and in-
stalling lighting that emphasizes those 
areas. Be strategic, and choose the 
plants that look best basked in light. 

2
Harness the sun. Solar-
powered lights soak up the sun 
during the day and use that for 

power at night. They come in a wide 
range of options, from task lamps to 
pathway lighting. Set them in a sunny 
location so they stay lit longer.

3
Emulate nature. There are 
plenty of choices that pick up 
on natural themes. You might 

choose a garland-style string of lights 
that mimic glowing fireflies or flowers, 
or drape fairy lights along a wall to 
resemble a waterfall. 

4
Show your true colors. Light 
affects the color of objects, and 
can convey coolness or warmth, 

depending on the bulb’s color tempera-
ture (Kelvin). Ones that are cooler have 
a bluish tone and tend to make outside 

moon shine
 

with night-bloomers and options that emit an ethereal glow, 
like star magnolia, lamb’s ear and evening primrose.

7
Highlight your best features. 
Architecturally speaking, log 
and timber frame buildings have 

a lot of fantastic elements to accentu-
ate. Downlighting within the eaves of 
a roofline will create rich texture and 
a warm glow on a log wall. Spotlights 
angled toward a timber-framed truss 
will add an air of drama. 

Unlike your landscape, itself, 
which is often centered on an abun-
dance of color and contrast, lighting 
your garden beds, pathways, patios 
and other hardscapes often benefits 
from a minimal, selective approach. 

As you highlight your favorite 
areas, you just might find yourself 
ignoring the stars in the sky to enjoy 
the stellar spaces that surround your 
log or timber frame home.
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The real deal on masonry wood-burning fireplaces.  By Dan Mitchell

A 
n open, wood-burning fire-
place is steeped in nostalgia. 
The ambiance that a massive 

hearth and roaring fire produces in a log 
or timber home takes us back to another, 
simpler era. But actually owning one 

of these beauties is not what it seems. I 
liken it to having a Model-T Ford. It was 
once the most popular form of transpor-
tation — cutting edge for its day. But cars 
have come a long way in terms of safety, 
fuel economy, functionality and upkeep. 
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In-House Design Department  

Custom Designs and Thousands of  
Pre-Designed Homes 

Pre-cut Package with InterLockTM Joinery  
System for Quick Assembly On-Site 

One of the Most Comprehensive 
Packages in the Industry 

Network of Builders and 
Representatives Nationwide 

Generations of Experience Manufacturing 
and Designing Log Homes Since 1963

Take a 3D Virtual Tour at realloghomes.com/tour

www.realloghomes.com

Visit our website to browse floor plans, see log home 
photos, or find the representative nearest you.

CONTACT US TODAY TO GET STARTED

800.732.5564
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PROS & CONS OF A 
BURNING FIREPLACE

pro Flexibility when it comes to size, 

opening
con

-
ment
pro
con -

pro

con

pro  

con

So while the Model-T is cool to own (if 
you have the discretionary funds) and 
may be fun to take for a spin every now 
and then, it’s not something you want 
to drive and maintain regularly. 

Masonry wood-burning fireplaces 
are much the same — an antique — and 
a complicated, expensive one at that.

A true masonry fireplace con-
sists of a cement block framework 
containing a firebox, a flue and a 
chimney (see the diagram on page 
14) that exits from one point in the 
house, whether it’s through the roof 
on a gable end, the center of the 
roof at the ridgeline or on the side 
of the house. There’s a gap between 
the firebrick and concrete masonry 
blocks that comprise the chimney, 
a builder’s technique that keeps the 
heat from shattering the block itself.

When it comes to incorporating a  
masonry fireplace in a log or timber 
home, the biggest issue that has to be 
addressed is weight. These fireplaces 
are heavy, and you have to start at the 
foundation level to support their heft. 

To start, you need to pour a thick-
ened (16-inch) reinforced (rebar and 
a 4000psi concrete mix) slab to carry 
the load from the ground, through the 
floor system and all the way out of the 
roof with at least a 2-foot clearance 
from the ridgeline for fire prevention, 
as per code. These criteria are hugely 
important, because the last thing 
you want is for the fireplace to create 
pressure on the ground and eventually 
crack or worse — collapse. 

From there, your mason will build 
up the block work from the founda-
tion/basement through the subfloor. 
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ANATOMY 
OF A 

FIREPLACE
Is fi rebrick diff erent from 
standard brick?
Yes. Firebrick is a dense composition 
of silica, alumina, titanium and ferric oxide, while 
standard brick consists of clay, shale and other 
materials 

temperatures up to 1,800 degrees Fahrenheit 
for extended periods of time, making it the 

A Chimney Cap

B Chimney Crown

C Flue Tile

D Mortar Joint

E Smoke Chamber

F Face Brick

G Damper

H Smoke Shelf

I Lintel

J Fire Box

K Hearth Extension

G

THE TIME THE TIME 
TO BUILD TO BUILD 
IS NOW...IS NOW...

Ken Pieper Signature Designs
303.670.0619

kenpieperhouseplans.com

•
•
•
•
•
•

LOWEST INTEREST 
RATES EVER
NO LABOR 
SHORTAGE
BUILDER 
AVAILABILITY
LOWER MATERIAL 
COST
NEW INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS
LATEST HOUSE 
PLAN DESIGNS

SELECT YOUR NEW 
HOUSE PLAN FROM OUR 
HUGE SELECTIONS
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It’s critical that the places where the 
unit penetrates the fl oor(s) and again 
at the roof need to be sealed properly.  
In a log home, this can be a challenge 
due to settlement. During construction, 
your builder will need to incorporate a 
system that will allow the roofi ng mate-
rial to slide along the fi replace, which 
will remain static, so that the roof can 
move with the log walls as they settle 
into place. As a result, the roof won’t be 
attached to the fi replace directly, so the 
builder will box around it and fl ash it 
so that rain will defl ect and the home 
remains weather tight.

These parameters merely set the stage 
for the fi replace. Decisions must be made 
on size, design, number of openings 
(e.g., double-sided), facing materials, 
wood storage and a host of other factors 
that impact its construction and its price.

Without a doubt, a masonry fi replace 
is a luxury purchase, and, in all hon-
esty, the return on investment is almost 
zero. Not only is it more costly to build, 
because of its ineffi  cient nature (interior 
heat loss through the fl ue/chimney) it 
ultimately costs you more money to oper-
ate than other available fi replace options. 

But as we said at the start, the feeling 
that a wood-burning fi replace evokes — 
not to mention its place in log and timber 
home lure — can’t be denied. If you’ve 
got the desire and the budget to integrate 
one into your home, be sure your team 
knows how to design and build it right. 

Dan Mitchell is a builder and a Log & 
Timber Home University professor. He 
owns Eagle CDI, a construction fi rm based 
near Knoxville, Tennessee.

Ban on Burning
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drawing board

The 
Road Show

16

Four easy ways to add instant curb appeal 
to a log or timber home.

By Charles Bevier

The 
Road Show
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Varying roofl ines; mixing 

materials, textures and 

colors; and providing a 

clearly defi ned, inviting 

entryway are key points 

that create traffi  c-stop-

ping curb appeal. 
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Y
ou’ve likely spent months 
walking your building site, 
finalizing your floor plan and 

analyzing window placement to make 
the most of the views from the inside. 
But have you considered the outward 
appearance of your home? Curb appeal 
is like the cover of a book; it sets the tone 
and the expectations of what’s inside.

There are expensive and inexpensive 
ways to create curb appeal with log and 
timber elements, architects and design-
ers say. We explore four of their top tips 
to creating a lasting impression.

1
The Essential Front Entrance

“It all starts with the front porch 
and the front door,” declares 

Remington Brown, design manager at 
StoneMill Log & Timber Homes who has 
15 years’ experience designing houses 
and commercial structures. “The goal is 

to make the home look cozy and invit-
ing.” Investing in a covered porch and an 
elegant front door is a good place to start.

Falling into the more expensive 
category is to craft a varied roofline. In-
corporating multiple rooflines can make 
even the most basic of designs visually 
appealing, even stunning. 

“There are a lot of interesting design 
opportunities,” Remington says. “There 
are eyebrow dormers, contemporary 
cantilevered shed roofs or cascading 
gables. These features can add depth to 

the home’s curb appeal.”
Designer Molly Cooper of Cooper 

& Co., a division of Honest Abe Log 
Homes, takes it a step further, suggest-
ing that incorporating different colors 
for the roofing can be a way to add 
dramatic curb appeal. “A lot of our cli-
ents are opting for standing-seam metal 
roofs and you can choose a different 
color for dormers that will really make 
them pop,” Molly shares.

2
Mix Building Materials

Having a blend of different build-
ing materials and textures on 

the outside of the home is another way 
to boost curb appeal. This can include 
brick, rock and stone veneers — and 
log homes have the perfect place to add 
them: “Rock typically can be added to 
the foundation to really add some char-
acter,” Molly says. 

To help counter the horizontal lines 
of the logs and chinking in StoneMill’s 
Appalachian style log homes, they will 
often recommend vertical board and 
batten siding on gable ends, to add a 
different texture to the home’s over-
all appeal. Care must be taken not to 
overdo it though. “You don’t want to 
get too crazy,” Remington cautions. “It 
should blend with the style of the home. 
Don’t want to get too outside the style 
you are going for, otherwise that can be 
off-putting.”

{ {
“Adding some timber brackets at a roof overhang 

can warm up a front elevation and make it more 

inviting. Timber elements at the front door add 

warmth and offer a hint of what’s waiting inside.

— Diana Allen, Woodhouse: The Timber Frame Company

1” X 6”T&G decking  _ _ _ _ _ $.76/lin. ft.
2” X 6”T&G decking  _ _ _ _ _ $1.65/lin. ft.



3 
Incorporate Lots of Lighting

Wiring is inexpensive. So the time 
to plan for ample lighting for the 

exterior is before construction. Design-
ers recommend general lighting for 
security and accent lighting for style, to 
draw attention to timber frame trusses or 
accentuate logwork, by way of example. 
You may elect to illuminate the edge of 
walkways, for safety and ambiance. 

4 
Simple Additions Add Style

Diana Allen, architect and design 
director at Woodhouse: The  

Timber Frame Company, says heavy tim-
ber elements can be added to the exterior 
of the home and won’t add much extra 
cost to the budget. “Curb appeal from 
a timber frame home perspective can 
range from simple to the elaborate by 
simply changing the accents,” she says. 
“Something as easy as adding timber 
brackets at a roof overhang can warm 
up a front elevation and make it more 
inviting. Including a timber element at 
the front door, like a small covered entry, 
also adds warmth and offers a hint of 
what’s waiting inside once they enter.” 

According to Diana, a covered entry 
can be simple (two brackets with a roof 
overhang) to enhanced (a full timber 
truss and posts set on stone piers) to 
the most elaborate (a porte-cochere). 
“Ultimately, it’s an opportunity to incor-
porate extra character to your exterior,” 
she says.

“One other element I like to add is 
a small shed roof supported by timber 
brackets over the garage doors,” Diana 
continues. “It isn’t expensive and adds 
just one more little measure of detail to 
the entry.  Though normally found on 
upper-end homes, it’s really not a costly 
element.  But it can transform the garage 
door from an eyesore to an intentional 
design feature very quickly.”

All natural, non-toxic penetrating 
oil finishes made to enhance, preserve 

and protect your finest woodwork.

Beautiful. Simple. Natural.

®

Photo and frame by MoreSun Custom Woodworking. 
Wood finish by Heritage Natural Finishes

Visit us at www.heritagenaturalfinishes.com
Call us for free samples at 1-888-526-3275
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on the money

Completing the real estate process, local and state authorities 

collect their due when it comes time to record your purchase.  

By Adam Headley

Understanding 
Recording Fees 
and Taxes

N
o transaction is complete 
until the paperwork is done, 
and purchasing or financing 

real estate is no different. 
After the ink is dry on the appropriate 

documentation to secure your log home 
timber home property, the last step in the 
process is making those documents a part 
of the public record in the county where 
the real estate is located. This is accom-
plished by recording the deed or deeds 
and security instrument, if an additional 
entity (lender) has a financial interest in 
the property along with the owner.

After the documents are signed, they’re 
forwarded, typically by the title company 
or attorney’s office that presided over the 
closing, to the specific county’s deed, 
title or register’s office. (Depending on 
your location, the name of the office may 
differ.)  The register’s office then dutifully 
records the documents in order to provide 
evidence of ownership and/or security in-
terest such as a mortgage or deed of trust.

In order to provide this necessary ser-
vice, the local government charges record-
ing fees and taxes according to established 
rates. Recording fees are typically based 
on the number of pages being recorded, 
and the taxes are most often calculated on 

the dollar amount involved. These actual 
charges vary widely depending on the 
county and state where the real estate is lo-
cated and where the recording takes place.

Recording Fees

Buyers and sellers pay recording fees in 
order to conclude the transfer, sale or 
purchase of real estate. Often, in purchase-
money transactions the parties agree to split 
or apportion this expense. This agreement is 
noted in the sales contract and on the settle-
ment statement and is collected at closing.

Counties charge recording fees in order 
to make the information readily available 
and accessible by the general public and 
to facilitate future transactions involving 
the particular piece of real estate. A simple 
title search reveals the name of the owner 
and the existence of any liens against the 
property. Failure to record ownership or 
financial interest in real estate literally 
opens the door to problems down the 
road, such as ownership disputes, priority 
of liens and the allocation of any equity in 
the property in the event of a future sale.

Often, a county will charge a higher fee 
for the first page of document and then a 
fee that is much lower for any additional 
pages. For example, a four-page document 

Enjoy the
convenience,

cleanliness of 
INCINOLET in 

your cabin, home,
dock, or boat.

INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean
ash, only electricity needed.
120 or 240 volts.

INCINOLET – stainless steel, American   
made for years of satisfaction.

Used in all climates around the world.
Tested, listed by UL

NSF
USCG

Call 1-800-527-5551
www.incinolet.com
RESEARCH PRODUCTS

2639 Andjon • Dallas, TX 75220
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might incur a cost of $50 to record the first 
page, while the three remaining pages are 
recorded at $1 each, for total of $53.

Recording Taxes

Real estate recording taxes, also common-
ly known as transfer taxes, are typically 
assessed by the state or county in which 
the property is located. These taxes serve 
as a local and statewide revenue source 
and vary significantly across the United 
States. The tax is routinely based on the 
value of the home or the amount paid for 
it. If a new owner finances the transaction 
with a lender, the tax may be based on the 
amount of the loan, and in some states 
a “mansion” tax may apply for luxury 
homes valued at $1 million or more.

Recording taxes provide a significant 
revenue stream for local and state govern-
ments, supporting infrastructure, schools 
and other public services. Tax rates differ 
depending on the jurisdiction. For example, 
in New York, a rate of $2 for every $500 of 
value is assessed on real estate transfers, 
while in California the rate is $.55 for each 
$500 of value and applies to any real estate 
transfer in an amount greater than $100.

When purchasing, financing or 
transferring real estate, it pays to consult 
a professional. Real estate attorneys, title 
companies and bankers are experienced 
in calculating recording fees and taxes, 
and more importantly, in taking the mys-
tery out of such transactions.

If you are buying or selling real estate, 
take time to familiarize yourself with the 
closing costs that you may incur. Recording 
fees and taxes are routinely a component of 
those costs. Be prepared to pay the govern-
ment and satisfy the tax man in the process. 

Adam Headley is a writer and career banker 
with more than 30 years of experience in 
finance and lending. He has written extensive-
ly on the varied aspects of building, purchas-
ing and owning a log or timber home.

10024 Parkside Drive • Knoxville, TN 37922 • 800-438-8274 • StoneMill.com

Traditional Homes Designed & Built 
to Express Your Lifestyle
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Rehab Rebirth 

reader spotlight

I 
n 2017, we spoke with Suzanne 
and Vince Troiano about how they 
transformed their New Jersey lake-

side log home fixer-upper into a 75-year-
young rustic marvel. When we left them, 
the couple was planning to address the 
exterior vinyl siding that entombed the 
1,000 square foot cabin’s logs. 

Vince: Years ago, we wanted to build 
a log cabin; we ended up rehabbing one 
instead. 

We knew we’d have to do the renova-
tion in two phases. First, we gutted and 

updated the interior. Then we brought 
back the exterior. When we stripped the 
vinyl siding, we discovered there was 
significant rot underneath. That’s why 
the previous owners covered it up. We 
made the structural repairs, but it was 
cost prohibitive to have a professional 
come in and media-blast the logs to 
make it look right. Our solution was to 
get half-log siding. 

So it’s a full log cabin on the inside 
with a 3-by-10 hand hewn half log siding 
exterior with 4 inches of blown-in insula-

tion between the two layers.  Now, the 
place is super warm, looks right and is 
structurally sound. 

We’ve been here five years and 
we’re so happy. They don’t make many 
lakeside log cabins in central Jersey, so 
we had to move a little farther out to the 
country to get what we wanted. Now I 
feel like I’m on vacation every day. 

Revisiting old friends as they complete Phase 2 of their cabin’s remodel.  

before

after

See where the Troianos’ log home 
restoration all began: loghome.com/

NJ-log-cabin-makeover.
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Great rooms and fi replaces are as synonymous as salt 

and pepper, but the way you play with your hearth’s size, 

shape and materials are what adds spice to the space. 

By Donna Peak

LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING 

inside style
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Great Walls of Fire

PIONEERING 
SPIRIT
A contemporary-classic log 
home with a Wild West twist calls 

a raised hearth holds its own 
against the distressed, random-

To give the walls a western-

and the varying tones of the 
stone, from rose to peach to slate 

nights. 
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TABLEAU
A full masonry, wood-burning 

-

LE
FT

: H
om

e b
y M

os
sC

re
ek

 &
 H

ea
vy

 T
im

be
r T

ru
ss

 &
 Fr

am
e;

 J
os

ep
h 

Hi
lli

ar
d 

ph
ot

o 
; R

IG
HT

: C
hr

ist
op

he
r M

ar
on

a p
ho

to



LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING     27

CABIN BLISS
Dreaming of a small cabin? Don’t 
think that because your living 
room is short on square footage 
that means all the room’s features 
have to fall in line. An oversized 

grand. 
Take this rustic cabin’s gath-

ering room. Though the entire 
cabin is roughly 600 square feet, 

featuring a sturdy screen made of 
-

ate match for the large-diameter, 

tiny cabin. 
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product spotlight

All Fired Up
These innovative fireplace products promise the irresistible warmth and glow  

of a fire without the fuss — plus some fancy tech features to boot.  By Suzanna Logan 

28    LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING 
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NAPOLEON ASCENT™ 
SERIES GAS INSERT 
This gas insert is customizable with a variety 
of natural elements, including driftwood-style 
logs and a glowing rock or sand ember bed, but 
the real standout is that every function of the 

napoleon.com

REGENCY® HORIZON® 
HZO60 OUTDOOR GAS 
OR PROPANE FIREPLACE
So realistic, visitors might just ask if they can 

-

crafted driftwood logs, natural stones or 

H 
aving at least one spot where 
you can cozy up in front of a 
fire is practically a requirement 

when you own a log or timber home. But 
what isn’t necessary? The constant tend-
ing and messy cleanup that come with 
a traditional wood-burning fireplace. So 
we’ve rounded up alternatives that offer 
the ambiance and warmth of an old-
fashioned fire with some cool (or should 
we say hot?) tech-forward features thrown 
in. So, even if you think nothing can rival 
wood-fueled flames, don’t be surprised  
if one of these innovative products sparks 
your interest. 

-

ultrasonic technology that converts water from the built-in tank 

high quality sound integration with realistic crackling sounds that 
dimplex.com
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exceptional space

The perfect blend of wood 

and stone elevates the  

humble bathroom into  

a place of rustic relaxation.

rock
solid
Home by Honest Abe Log Homes 
Photo by Brandon Malone

32

-

 



LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING     33

1

2

3

4

5



follow us on

timberhomeliving.com/pinterest
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tip
burn 
baby 
burn

If you’re into log and timber homes, chances 
are you’re obsessed with wood. But even the 
most ardent wood devotees seek noteworthy 

materials. Sometimes, the best way to intro-
duce something new to the log and timber 
home realm is to look to the past. Enter Shou 
Sugi Ban.

This traditional Japanese process of 
burning wood at high heat has been adapted 

America, the practice has found new life, and 
 

is leading the charge. 

and pronounced texture by charring half-
inch thick cypress planks in a kiln at intense 

The planks are milled and air-dried before 
being placed in the kiln, and, once charred, a 

to oiling, are applied to create a range of color 
and texture variations.

weather and insect resistant,” explains Bill 

cellulose is ignited. Cellulose is a carbohydrate, 
and that’s what bugs eat and fungi grow on. 
Burning it makes it pest and fungi resistant. 
It also casehardens the surface, which keeps 

resistant.” These attributes also reduce mainte-
nance and prolong its lifespan. Exterior siding 

Shou Sugi Ban can be used to clad the en-
tire exterior of a timber home or as an accent. 
On a log home, it’s a great siding option for  
additions, second stories or dormers. Inside, 

The ancient Japanese  
heat treatment of  

Shou Sugi Ban is the latest 
trend in wood homes.
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it’s used as paneling on walls and ceil-
ings.  And it’s even price competitive, 
costing $5 to $13 per square foot,  
potentially leaving you with a little extra 
budget to … well… burn.

All Shou Sugi Ban planks start off 

looking the same (above), but the 

amount of charcoal left on the surface 

and the way it’s treated after burning 

creates the depth of its color and con-

sistency. According to Bill, the Gendai 

variety (right), which is brushed, is of-

ten the “compromise” material, when 

a couple can’t agree on the degree of 

blackness and texture.
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A: You’re not alone in your infatuation 
with textural bark next to sturdy logs and 
elegant timber framing. This mixed- 
materials look is a trend on the rise. There 
are quite a few timber framers — and 
even a few log providers — who make 
this product available, but Appalachian 

Antique Hardwoods (aahardwoods.com)  
has specialized in these types of natural-
home building materials and garnishes 
for generations. The bark — typically 
from a tulip poplar tree — is harvested 

-
tened and then kiln-dried for exterior or 
interior use. 

Natural bark siding is extremely du-
rable, but you can opt for an engineered 
product, if you prefer. Products like Smart-
Bark from Barkclad (barkclad.com) are 
very realistic, virtually maintenance free 
and enable you to customize pattern and 
color —even duplicate tree species that 
are extinct.

Q: Earlier this year, I attended your Log & Timber 

Home Show in Columbus, Ohio, where I saw  

an example of a house with bark siding on the  

exterior along with log walls and timber frame  

details – I loved the look! Can you use that kind  

of material anywhere, and where can I get it?
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A s the owner of Nelson Log Res-
toration, LLC (nelsonlogrestora 
tion.com) and a former builder, 

Mark Nelson has witnessed the spectrum 
of log home fixes, from stain touch-ups to 
full log repairs and restorations.

Mark’s background gives him a com-
plete picture of the log home ownership 
cycle, and while he admits that people 
can be fearful of perceived problems with 
exposed-wood homes, they shouldn’t be.  
Proper design and basic upkeep will pre-
vent issues from arising, and, if damage 
should occur, it can be fixed. Mark ad-
dresses four common log home concerns.

Re-treating Exterior Stain.“About 
95 percent of our business is media blast-
ing, staining and chinking repair,” says 
Mark. The key to success is proper wood 
preparation. 

“A rough log texture allows stain 
to bond better and last longer. Media 
blasting holds stain better than any other 
surface prep,” he explains. But choose 
your media wisely. Corncob and crushed 
walnut have been popular methods in 
the past, but aren’t recommended. 

“Corn and walnut are organic, so 
particles left on the wood can decay and 
cause a failure beneath the stain. Plus, 
they’re inefficient. Using corn is like us-
ing a dull knife; it beats on the log until 
the stain lets go,” Mark says. “We use 
crushed recycled glass, which cuts like a 
very sharp knife, stripping the stain and 
removing unsound wood underneath it.” 
The glass particles turn to dust and blow 
away, and because glass is inorganic, you 
don’t run the risk of bacteria infiltration.

After the logs are prepped, it’s essen-

tial to use a high-quality stain designed 
specifically for log homes. Mark is fully 
vested in Sashco’s (sashco.com) prod-
ucts. He’s been using their Capture and 
Cascade lines for nearly two decades.

“It’s not the easiest product to apply. 
An oil-based stain is easier and more 
forgiving,” admits Mark. “But if you prep 
the surface properly, their film-forming, 
water-based products really last. My cus-
tomers are seeing five to six years before 
they have to reapply a clear coat, and 
many only have to re-stain the ‘weather 
walls’ that get the most sun exposure.” 

Repairing Chinking.  “Most chinking 
failures are caused by the material being 
applied too thin,” Mark says. “There’s 
no good way to patch it, so if we see a 
cohesion (split down the middle) or an 
adhesion (pulling away from the logs) 
failure, we strip it out, blast and stain the 
logs, then reapply the chinking. This also 
affords protection behind the chinking, 
which creates a better seal.” 

Fixing Water Damage. Maintaining 
the integrity of your sealant is crucial to 
preventing water damage; however, if 
a breach escapes your attention, there 
are several approaches you can take to 
remedy it, depending on the severity of 
the setback. 

The first sign of a water-related 
problem is surface mold, often identified 
by black residue or log discoloration. If 
caught early, you can brush it off and 
apply a borate solution to kill stubborn 
spores. If left untreated, it could lead to 
bigger issues, such as rot.

“Rot can require removing decayed 
areas from the log,” Mark says. “We use 
a variety of fantastic epoxy products to 
rebuild the spots that are removed. In 
extreme cases, we have to cut out a large 
portion of the log and re-face it. The 
worst-case scenario is full log replace-
ment, which is difficult and can be quite 
expensive. Preventing that is always  
our goal.”  

Stopping Insect Issues. As with 
mold, a borate salt treatment will deter 
wood-boring insects, like carpenter bees 
or termites, from living in your logs, 
which, in turn, discourages woodpeckers  
and other birds from poking holes in 
your home in search of a meal. 

“We also fill checks with textured caulk 
to prevent both bugs and water from set-
tling in,” Mark says. “The more prevention 
you can apply, the better off you are.”

With proper exterior sealing, routine 
inspections and periodic touch-ups,  
you can stop the majority of major log 
home-related issues from happening in 
the first place. 

log corner

Log Walls: Restore & Repair

Ne
lso

n 
Lo

g 
Re

st
or

at
io

n 
ph

ot
os

before

after



Attend a Log & Timber Home Show from

VIRTUALLY ANYWHERE!

✔ Virtual Parade of Homes

✔ Mill & Factory Tours

✔ Workshops

✔ Live Q&A’s

✔ Virtually Chat with Exhibitors

face to face or by message

✔ Virtual Parade of Homes

✔ Mill & Factory Tours

✔ Workshops

✔ Live Q&A’s

✔ Virtually Chat with Exhibitors

face to face or by message
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25
YEARS

Come celebrate 
with us!

presented by 

LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING magazine

@TheLogAndTimberHomeShow @LogTimberShow

Schedule subject to change without notice. Exhibitor list varies by location. 
Check website for most accurate and up-to-date information and details.

For details and discounted tickets, visit 

loghome.com/shows

REGISTER TODAY!
*30 Day post show access to workshops & more!

WATCH FOR OUR ALL NEW INTERACTIVE 
VIRTUAL FLOOR PLANS THIS FALL!

$10
VIRTUAL TICKET

SPECIAL*

LAKE GEORGE, NY
Oct 17, 2020

ASHEVILLE, NC
Oct 31, 2020

CHANTILLY, VA
Nov 14, 2020

PORTLAND, ME
Dec 5, 2020

VIRTUAL
ALLENTOWN, PA
Jan 22-24, 2021

COLUMBUS, OH
Jan 29-31, 2021

KANSAS CITY, MO
Feb 19-21, 2021

BURLINGTON, VT
Feb 26-28, 2021

ATLANTA, GA
March 6-7, 2021

NASHVILLE, TN
March 19-21, 2021 

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
April 10-11, 2021

ROANOKE, VA
April 23-25, 2021

LIVE
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timber corner

Keep Your Timber Frame  
  in Tip-Top Shape

I
n the world of custom wood homes, 
log home maintenance is a hot 
topic; but what about timber-framed 

houses? What do you need to keep the 
timber components looking and perform-
ing their best? We sat down with Sam 
Ebersol, general manager of Mid-Atlantic 
Timberframes, to talk about the mainte-
nance needs of these unique structures, 
and he off ers his fi ve best suggestions for 
properly caring for your home’s interior 
and exterior timber elements.

Design for Durability. One of the 
more important things you can do is de-
sign large overhangs and porches to pro-
tect exposed timbers from rain and snow, 
as well as shade them from harmful UV 
rays. It’s also important to keep the wood 
posts or columns raised off  of the concrete 
or fl agstone fl oor. This prevents cracks 
from forming due to trapped moisture. 

Prevent Pests. For protection against 
insects, treat wood with a borate solution. 
This should be done before you oil or 
stain the wood.

Keep an Eye on It. Regular structural 
inspections should be part of your main-
tenance routine. When exposed timbers 
start to fade, it is time to reapply another 
coat of stain. If you wait until the stain is 

completely broken down or faded, you 
have waited too long, and you’ll likely 
have to strip and start over. 

An outdoor timber frame structure 
requires new stain every two to six years, 
depending on the amount of UV exposure 
it receives. If it’s not in direct sunlight, you 
may be able to wait fi ve to six years; if the 
structure is in direct sun, you should stain 
every two to three years. 

Note that not all parts of your timber 
home may require maintenance at the 
same time. For example, posts that are 
fully exposed to the sunlight will fade fi rst. 
Raft ers that are shaded from the sun may 
not need touch ups as regularly.

Pick the Right Products. For an 
exterior timber frame, you need a product 
that aggressively repels water while still 
allowing the wood to breathe. There are a 
number of appropriate outdoor stains on 
the market today, ranging from natural-
translucent to ultra-saturated colors. A 
“clear coat” is like a polyurethane fi nish 
or a tung oil fi nish, which are insuffi  cient 
for UV protection but make a great sec-
ond coat to give your timber a nice gloss 
and easy-to-clean surface.

For timber frame interiors, a natural oil 
fi nish, like a linseed or tung oil, is perfect 

protection and is easy to apply using a 
brush, rag or roller. Look for a product 
that’s wet enough for quick penetration 
but has enough solids for a rich, water-
resistant coat. The oil fi nish helps with 
dusting because dust sits on the surface 
and does not seep into the wood, making 
it easier to clean. 

Regulate Moisture. Although you 
want to keep exterior timbers as dry as 
possible, on the inside of your home, low 
humidity is one of the biggest enemies a 
timber frame has. If you have forced air — 
heat or radiator — your interior air can be 
super dry. If humidity in the home is low, 
the timbers will be aff ected, even if they’re 
kiln-dried. Timbers essentially act like a 
living, breathing tree, especially in the 
fi rst few years, and while your timbers 
acclimate to their new environment, they 
expand and contract. It’s important in a 
timber frame home to have a humidifi er — 
not a dehumidifi er — as part of your 
HVAC system. A humidifi er can help keep 
humidity at a perfect level, and it’s a 
healthy-home enhancement, too.
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ALL NEW VIRTUAL Log & Timber University

LOOKING TO BUILD?  NOT SURE WHERE TO START?
Come meet our experts who show you how at our

LAKE GEORGE, NY
Oct 17, 2020

ASHEVILLE, NC
Oct 31, 2020

CHANTILLY, VA
Nov 14, 2020

PORTLAND, ME
Dec 5, 2020

ALLENTOWN, PA
Jan 23, 2021

COLUMBUS, OH
Jan 29 & 30, 2021

KANSAS CITY, MO
Feb 20, 2021

BURLINGTON, VT
Feb 27, 2021

ATLANTA, GA
March 6, 2021

NASHVILLE, TN
March 20, 2021

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
April 10, 2021

ROANOKE, VA
April 24, 2021

VIRTUAL LIVE

✔ Learn the Difference Between a

Log Home & a Timber Frame Home

✔ Choosing a Builder vs Self-Built

✔ Q&A with University Instructors

✔ Site Preparation Tips & More!

Schedule subject to change without notice. Exhibitor list varies by location. 
Check website for most accurate and up-to-date information and details.

For details and discounted tickets, visit 

loghome.com/university

*University Ticket includes access to Virtual Log & Timber Home

Show and will include on-demand access for 30 days after the event!

PLUS! JUMP START YOUR EDUCATION WITH OUR 
ADD-ON ONLINE EDUCATION UNIVERSITY COURSE. 

Additional worksheets, videos, & more available within 
48 business hours of add-on ticket purchase.

REGISTER TODAY!

@TheLogAndTimberHomeShow @LogTimberShow

TOGETHER, LET’S HAMMER 
OUT THE DETAILS!
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SPECIAL 

DISCOUNTED 

PRICING!*

LAKE GEORGE, NY
Oct 17, 2020

ASHEVILLE, NC
Oct 31, 2020

CHANTILLY, VA
Nov 14, 2020

PORTLAND, ME
Dec 5, 2020

ALLENTOWN, PA
Jan 23, 2021

COLUMBUS, OH
Jan 29 & 30, 2021

KANSAS CITY, MO
Feb 20, 2021

BURLINGTON, VT
Feb 27, 2021

ATLANTA, GA
March 6, 2021

NASHVILLE, TN
March 20, 2021

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
April 10, 2021

ROANOKE, VA
April 24, 2021

NEW
DATE



42    LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING 

THE

LOW DOWN
“The evolution of the silo was really a solution to 
moving vertical circulation outside the footprint of 
the main building,” explains Scott. “The homeowners 
wanted something graceful and unique; they didn’t 

second.” 

approach Scott and his team took to connect the 
two levels was taking up too much space. So, with a 

agricultural design, they put a circular staircase in 
the silo. Scott says the way the iron was put together 
reminded him of ribbon candy. The staircase was 
built in pieces and is completely freestanding with no 
vertical columns or posts. 

In fact, cutting down on columns in the rest of the 
barn was a priority, as that would allow the team to 

sioned. North Point Construction minimized columns 
by using very large cedar trees that they debarked 

ing the cedar, the team had to wait for nesting birds 
to vacate the tree, at the request of the homeowners. 
A nod to the timber’s original inhabitants exists in the 

one of the barn’s highest windows. 

S
ometimes, constraints lead to creativity. When Scott Cornett, proj-
ect executive at North Point Construction Management, was tasked 
with transforming this unique Massachusetts barn structure, the 

issue was space. Specifi cally, space that was to be used as a guesthouse 
and entertaining destination, not to garner grain or house cows. 

The genesis of this project was a dining room table. The homeowners 
wanted a spot that could host a large gathering but was separate from 
their private living area on the same property. The barn was designed 
around a large table, which actually didn’t exist yet. Construction on the 
two began simultaneously. From there, Scott worked with interior de-
signer Chris Leblanc to craft  a space that would wow and satisfy guests. 

A Creative 
Silo-ution
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This house (along with nine other amazing log and 
timber homes) was featured in our 2020 Best Log 
& Timber Homes issue, which was only available 
on newsstands earlier this year. Missed it? 
Get your copy at loghome.com/best-of-2020

SQUARE FOOTAGE 

4,780
BEDROOMS BATHS

2  2 full, 2 half

HOME DETAILS

1.

2.

3.

4.
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The Inside Scoop
Designing a space for entertaining and large gatherings 

requires different considerations than a small retreat or 

retirement home. To make the most of your floor plan, 

Scott gives this advice: 

EASY SERVICE. Perpendicular to the fi replace and parallel to 

the dining table, this barn has a somewhat unconventional 

bar. Though it has a wine cooler, dishwasher and refrigera-

tor underneath, it’s more of an elongated island that also can 

be used as a buff et service area. Sandwiched between the 

kitchen at the main eating area, the island combines utility 

with the benefi t of having an informal gathering place. 

LINES OF SIGHT. “One of the big things is a visual connection 

between the kitchen, dining and living areas,” Scott says. 

“It’s an open concept — nothing innovative about it — but, 

in this case, the size of the opening is on steroids.” 

QUIET CONVERSATION. Every home needs the option of 

privacy. Two small bedrooms are separated from the main 

area through multiple layers of enclosure. 

loft

KITCHEN

DINING
AREA

GATHERING
AREA

BAR

GREAT
ROOM

BEDROOM BEDROOM

main

3

1

GARAGE

MECH.

WORKSHOPWORKSHOPWORKSHOP

lower

4

2
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By Donna Peak
Photography courtesy 
       of Sand Creek Post & Beam

The home is clad in 

Ponderosa pine with a 

rough-sawn fi nish — a detail 

that gives the exterior its 

elegantly rustic appearance. 

The working barn portion 

of the structure is twice the 

size of its living quarters.

Most equestrians have to trek 

to the barn to saddle up for a 

ride, but this timber home owner 

doesn’t have to leave the house – 

he shares it with his horses.

LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING     45



When your ceiling is 35 

feet high, you get a lot 

of questions about how 

diffi  cult or costly the 

space is to heat. A com-

bination of solar panels, 

R-40 walls, energy-

effi  cient windows, 

radiant in-fl oor heating 

and a Rumford-style 

fi replace means the 

house is never cold and 

the bills are never high. 
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B arn-style houses have 
been all the rage for 
the past few years. In 
some cases, an old 
barn is given new 
life as a refurbished 

residence. In others, a new home is 
designed to look like it had once been an 
antique barn. But have you ever seen a 
house is also an actual working barn — 
horses and all? You have now.

The owner of this northern Arkan-
sas house has such a love of horses, he 
didn’t want to schlep out to a barn on 
his 130-acre property to visit his ani-

mals. So, he designed a timber-framed 
house/stable, complete with three stalls 
and a tack room. The size of the living 
quarters is modest — only 1,536 square 
feet. By contrast, the barn portion totals 
more than 3,000 and includes a two-bay 
garage for his cars, another one for his 
mowers and farm equipment and third 
bay that he uses for his shop.

He got the idea for his unique plan 
from an ad he saw for Sand Creek Post & 
Beam, a Nebraska-based timber frame 
company. Aft er poring through their 
catalog of plans, he found a lot of great 
ideas but didn’t see exactly what he was 

looking for, so he took a trip to their 
headquarters, met with their design 
team and came away with the ideal plan 
for his barn abode.

 The interior post-and-beam employs 
beautiful and strong Norwegian red 
pine, which also serves as the tongue-
and-groove that panels the ceiling. 
Farmhouse-inspired details can be found 
throughout, from the Z-style barn doors 
to the X-brace detail on the classic white 
beadboard cabinetry in the kitchen. Even 
the enormous ceiling fan is a genuine, 
reclaimed windmill that found new 
purpose in the home.
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Though the walls throughout

the home are painted white, the

uplights above the kitchen’s cabi-

netry have a yellow tint that casts 

a creamy glow. Rather than go 

with expected silver appliances, 

the owner opted for matte-black 

stainless, tying into the dark 

granite counters and giving this 

down-home country kitchen a 

sleek and modern spin.

HOME
DETAILS
SQUARE FOOTAGE 

1,536 (not including basement)

BEDROOMS BATHS

3  2 full
TIMBER PROVIDER
SAND CREEK POST & BEAM
sandcreekpostandbeam.com

 There’s an obvious question that comes to mind 
when you think of living in a working horse barn: Isn’t 
there an … odor? “Absolutely not!” according to Sand 
Creek Post & Beam marketing director Cody Wort-
mann. “The way he designed is really slick. They’re 
connected but separate. The connector is the laundry/
mudroom, which has a double-door system that cre-
ates an air-lock of sorts. If you weren’t told the barn 
was part of the house, you’d never know it was there.” 
Now that’s the sweet smell of successful design.

GARAGE

GARAGE

COVERED
PORCH

DINING
AREA

MASTER
 BEDROOM

KITCHEN

LNDRY

GREAT
ROOM

TACK
ROOM

STALL

STALL

STALL
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WIC

A three-stall stable and a tack room are part of 
the home’s design. The natural question is, “Doesn’t 
it smell?” Not at all, according to Sand Creek’s 
marketing director Cody Wortmann. The spaces 
are self-contained, connected by a mudroom that 
provides an air-lock between home and barn.



By Suzanna Logan
Photography courtesy of Golden Eagle Log & Timber Homes

[unless otherwise noted]

Off  of the 52-foot-long rear deck, 

the paver patio, with elevated 

and lower levels and a fi re pit, 

is the perfect place for gathering 

with friends and family. Gravel 

accents and native plantings 

make for easy maintenance. 
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This Wisconsin bachelor pad 

set the stage for romance and, 

now, married bliss in this fi nal 

installation (the big reveal!) 

of our Dirt to Done series.

meeting a stranger 
at a house in the 
woods might 
sound like the 
start of a horror 

movie, but for newlyweds Erin and Zach 
Parmeter, it’s the beginning of their 
favorite love story — their own. 

Here’s how the tale goes: It was a 
blind date, and the two had agreed to 
meet up at Zach’s house. When Erin 
pulled off  of the road and onto the 
gravel driveway, she wasn’t sure what to 
expect. But when she caught a glimpse 
of the house, she knew in an instant 
the man she was about to meet must be 
something special. Aft er all, this was 
no typical bachelor pad. Surrounded 
by forest on all sides, the custom-built 
half-log-and-timber home and its neatly 
manicured grounds make a stunning 
fi rst impression. 

photos by
Heike C. O’Day 
Photography



If you missed any of the eight  

installations of our “Dirt to Done” 

series, these highlights pulled from 

Zach’s home building process will 

bring you up to speed.

September 2019 For Zach, creating  
a new custom home meant educating 
himself on all things log and timber 
(being involved in his family’s custom 
home business gave him a head start)  
and learning to trust his design instinct.

December 2019 To stay within budget 
and build the home of his dreams, Zach 
had to score a good deal on property. 
When he found one that hit his wish list 
and price range, he didn’t hesitate.

February 2020 Bigger isn’t always 

and functional spaces over additional, 
unnecessary square footage during the 
design phase.

March 2020 The delivery of the  
materials to his home site signaled a  
turning point in the building process — 
the transition from planning to doing. 

April 2020 Zach used the rough-in  
stage to enhance his home’s future  
functionality, including creating an  
electrical layout plan that allowed him  
to put special lighting and tech features  
in place. 

May 2020 To ensure long-term  
 

Zach carefully selected and positioned  
the home’s utility systems.

June 2020 Durability and longevity  
drove the home’s exterior selections. 

August 2020 To best highlight the 
home’s timber elements, Zach opted  

 
welcoming and timeless.
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dirt to done

View the full installments at loghome.com/dirt-to-done-parmeter
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“This is a hybrid log-and-

timber home, but I wanted 

the timber elements to 

come first in the overall 

design aesthetic,” says 

Zach.  Massive Douglas fir 

timbers anchor the corners 

of the house and make 

up the arched queen post 

truss above the porch, 

while 12-inch-wide trim 

and decorative custom 

timber brackets along the 

48-foot-long covered porch 

heighten visual appeal. 

Eastern white pine half 

logs play well with the 

large exterior timbers.  
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The front entry sets the tone 

for the rest of the house with 

an abundance of Craft sman 

details, including barn doors, 

industrial-style lighting and 

hand-scraped hickory fl oors. 

“It was right at that golden hour 
when I pulled up, and I had never seen 
anything like it before,” Erin says. “It 
was beautiful.” 

Over the following months, the cou-
ple’s dates oft en centered around the 
house, including evening strolls along 
the fi ve-acre property with chocolate 
Lab, Jasper, in tow; cooking together in 
the gourmet kitchen; and cozying up in 

front of the wood-burning fi replace over 
a game of Rummikub. So when Zach de-
cided to pop the question, he didn’t look 
far for the perfect location: “I proposed 
in the exact spot where we fi rst met.”

Although Zach had no marriage pros-
pects when he purchased the property fi ve 
years ago, he spent a signifi cant amount 
of time planning how the house would 
function for his future family. “When you 

build a log or timber home, it’s not just a 
house, it’s a legacy,” he explains. Zach’s 
longing for a forever home made choos-
ing a log and timber hybrid a no-brainer. 
Of course, so did the fact that his family 
owns Wisconsin’s Golden Eagle Log and 
Timber Homes and he serves an Interior 
and Exterior Design Coordinator for the 
company. (Erin’s family also works in the 
custom-home industry.)
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“The three timber trusses that span the main living 

area drove everything in the home,” says Zach. “They 

drove the walls to be taller. They drove the 8-foot-tall 

doors. We even put more of a focus on taller cabine-

try in the kitchen because of them.” The kitchen is a 

chef’s dream, including a touch-less faucet, instant 

hot water dispenser, Wolf induction cooktop and Sub-

Zero refrigerator. The rustic alder cabinetry features 

soft -close hinges, a microwave drawer and deep appli-

ance drawers, while the center island conceals hidden 

storage under decorative paneling. Thick-edged 

Corian perimeter counters, a quartz slab on the island 

and a stone range hood round out the off erings.
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Taking into account his expecta-
tion to age in place, Zach chose a 
2,400-square-foot, open-concept ranch 
floor plan, but he doesn’t expect to wait 
decades to enjoy the benefits of single-
level living. “It will be nice when we 
have young kids because we will all be 
on the same floor.” With three bed-
rooms, each with a loft; three bathrooms; 
and an unfinished basement, the home 
offers plenty of room for the newlyweds’ 
family to grow, yet is short on unused 
space, even for the two of them. 

“I had originally planned something 
much larger, but this size fit within my 
budget and allowed me to maintain 
the quality of finishes I wanted,” he 
explains. “I prioritized quality over 
quantity. I wanted a home I could ap-
preciate living in at 60, 70 or 80 years 
old,” he says. 

On the exterior, long-lasting materials 
and products are the name of the game, 
such as maintenance-free decking, a 
mix of 50-year architectural shingles and 
standing-seam metal roofing, aluminum 
soffit and fascia and low-maintenance vi-
nyl windows. Where possible, Zach opted 
for dark bronze materials to create an 
industrial vibe. Exterior wood elements 
include eastern white pine half-log siding 
and Douglas fir timbers in the arched 
queen post style, plus cedar shingles and 
board-on-board siding. 

Inside, Zach opted for finishes that 
would feel “rustic, rugged and comfort-
able” yet “warm and welcoming” — a 
look he refers to as a “Tuscany timber” 
aesthetic. In the shared living areas and 
bedrooms, dark stained, hand-hewn 
Craftsman-style timbers, reclaimed pine 
ceilings and rustic alder cabinetry come 
alongside skip trowel textured walls, 
stone accents and textured tile floors.
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While Zach loved his selections from 
day one, one thing he didn’t expect was 
to appreciate them more over time. “With 
all of the big windows, you’ll often see a 
beautiful beam of sunlight reflecting or 
casting a shadow on a certain feature,” he 
says. “I find myself admiring and appreci-
ating things in a new way every day.”

Fittingly, Zach and Erin feel the same 
way about their relationship, having tied 
the knot this summer. The celebration 
took place where it all began. “Getting 
married here tied everything together for 
us,” says Erin. Zach adds: “I like that the 
house is part of our story. One day when 
we are telling stories around the camp-
fire, our grandkids will be able to say, 
‘Grandma and Grandpa stood right here 
when they got married.’ To us, that’s 
pretty special.”

HOME
DETAILS
SQUARE FOOTAGE 

2,400
BEDROOMS

3 

BATHS

3 full

GOLDEN EAGLE  
LOG & TIMBER HOMES
goldeneagleloghomes.com

The master bathroom has a Zen-like vibe, 

with neutral finishes and thoughtful design 

features, like his-and-hers vanities, a private 

toilet room with pocket door and a curb-less 

shower with dual rain shower heads.
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1

2

1  A reading loft in the master suite, which 

the addition of a patterned rug and plush 
armchair.  2  
prep clutter and cleanup out of sight when the 

3  
a pet room with direct access to a dog run 
allows the couple’s two rescue dogs to come 

 4  

special
ZACH AND ERIN’S

spaces

photos by
Jake Anderson 

Photography
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4
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O
ver the past 25 years, I’ve been 
lucky to have traveled all over 
the United States while making 
my living in the log and timber 

home business. I’ve met a lot of fantastic 
people, seen countless beautiful homes 
and, hopefully, helped those homeowners 
fulfi ll their dreams.

But I have to say — I have never seen 
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anything quite like the recent phe-
nomenon I am seeing right now. The 
combination of the Covid-19 fears (and 
a newfound ability to telework) coupled 
with civil unrest in many large cities has 
caused countless urban dwellers to fl ock 
to the country. All my customers who 
manufacture log and timber homes are 
telling me that they have had more activ-
ity and sold more homes this spring and 
summer than at any time since before the 
Great Recession. This is good news for 
manufacturers and builders, as well as 
the hundreds of building materials sup-
pliers who service our industry — but it 
may present some challenges for buyers.

For anyone who either wants to 
move to “the country” permanently or is 
looking for a second-home as a refuge to 
escape urban stress, I would like to take 
a moment to off er a little insight, or at 
least to let you know what to expect.

Be patient. Don’t expect to be able to 
simply walk into a log or timber manufac-
turer on any given day and then be able 

to move into your home in a few brief 
months. There are already backlogs in 
these companies’ production schedules, 
as well as a shortage of available builders.

Also, unless you purchase an exist-
ing plan, there will be time spent in 
design, draft ing and permitting — and 
all of this assumes that you have a piece 
of land to build your new home on. This 
entire process is going to take about a 
year to complete, so don’t rush.

If you’re working with a local log 

or timber home producer, listen to 
their team’s advice on design, materials, 
builders and properties. They have prob-
ably been doing business in that area for 
many years and they understand what 
works best on a local basis. 

Thoughtfully choose the area 

where you want to live. In times like 
these, it’s easy to make a snap decision, 
but be sure to do your research. First, 
think about your daily life, and deter-
mine if/how your prospective homesite 
can accommodate your needs. 

Do you plan to work from your new 
cabin in the country? Better check out 
internet speeds/costs and cell service, as 
well as UPS or FedEx shipping facilities. 

How is your health? What kind of 
medical facilities are readily available? 
If these facilities are lacking, you may 
want to look into insurance which would 
cover helicopter ambulance services. 

Are you going to spend the winter at 
your new home? Better check out the 
accessibility to it aft er it snows. That 
mountain-top view will be tough to see 
from the bottom of your driveway.

Think ahead. Make sure your home 
will suit your family’s future, as well as 
your current needs. You may be a 50-year-
old couple with two kids in college now, 
but, in the not too distant future, you may 
be wondering where your grandchildren 
are going to sleep when they visit. If you 
are a little older, look at the accessibility 
of your new home. Is it a single or two-
story design? Are there stairs to navigate 
from the driveway? Is there room for an 

MAKE YOUR MONEY GO FAR, TOO
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As the longtime VP of Sales & Marketing for Tennessee-based StoneMill Log & Tim-
ber Homes, Mathew Sterchi says he’s seeing a growing number of urban refugees 
from places like New York, New Jersey, Illinois and California who are tired of living 
in congested big cities and the high costs associated with them. They’re looking to 
move to rural areas with lower taxes, a slower pace and a better quality of life. States 
like Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Texas and Idaho provide the combination of af-
fordability, amenities and elbow room people are searching for.

Northeast and upper Midwest,” says Mathew. “I know that Texas is seeing a lot of 
people coming in from California.”  

For some, moving to the country is a retirement plan, but there is a growing 

ability to work remotely. This means they can ditch the daily commute and exorbitant 
city-living costs and reside anywhere they can get a reliable internet connection. It 

“Across the country, the number of houses for sale has dropped way down, and 
when you have that recipe of low supply and high demand like we have right now, 
prices on existing inventory goes up. As a result, the cost of preexisting homes are 
rivaling new home construction,” Mathew explains. This makes it a good time to take 
the custom log or timber home plunge. As Mathew says, “Who wouldn’t want to build 

The Log & Timber Home Plunge

NOW’S THE TIME!

elevator or dumbwaiter? Is the master 
bedroom on the fi rst fl oor? If you’re build-
ing your dream home, do everything you 
can to ensure it will work for you forever.

If you’re looking at buying an 

existing log or timber home, I highly 
suggest that you have a professional 
wood-home restoration company (or 
companies) inspect the structure. These 
companies can give you an assessment 
of the condition of the house, what they 
would do to the home prior to you mov-
ing in and what it might cost to maintain 
the it on an annual basis. (This would be 
in addition to a general assessment by a 
regular home inspector.) You oft en can 
use the inspector’s fi ndings during nego-
tiations to buy the property. 

So, whether your motivation for 
owning a log or timber home is a lifelong 
dream or a newly discovered passion, 
you are in good company. Just be sure to 
take your time, ask advice from as many 
people as possible and let me be the fi rst 
to welcome you “to the country.”
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From Addition 
to Adventure
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An ambitious addition to a tiny island log home creates 
a welcoming lakefront retreat for family and friends.

By Adam Headley
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When George DeFelice saw 
his first spectacular sunrise 
from the log cabin he’d pur-

chased, his plans changed. 
The tiny log house, situated on an 

island along the shore of expansive Lake 
Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire, had 
been a great deal. Bought out of bank-
ruptcy, George, the owner of a utility 
construction company in Massachusetts, 
initially intended to clean the place up 
and immediately flip it.

“I was sitting on the porch one morn-
ing,” George remembers, “and I saw the 
sun rising over Mount Shaw — it was 
glowing.  I decided right there and then 
that I would never find this view again. 
So, I decided to keep it.”

Mount Shaw, an extinct volcano soar-
ing 2,390 feet, is the highest peak in the 
Ossipee Mountains, enhancing the vistas 

from the 69 square miles of the shimmer-
ing lake. When George decided to hold 
onto the cabin, an example of Coventry 
Log Homes’ Springfield model in the 
Tradesman style, his ambitions were no 
less lofty than the mountaintop itself.

“George does what he says he is going 
to do, and he told us that he wanted an 
addition that was at least the size of the 
existing house,” explains Richard Titoren-
ko, a 17-year veteran sales specialist with 
Coventry. “In the end, he moved ahead 
with an expansion that was even bigger 
than our plans. He’s a contractor, and has 
some people on his crews who are pretty 
talented. They had to take the whole roof 
off, and as the addition was set in and the 
roof was rebuilt, they did it in a way that 
didn’t overpower the existing house. They 
made a cutout, tied the peaks of the roof 
together and then determined what they 

needed to do underneath.”
Along with the integration of the roof 

lines, the logs of the existing structure 
were mitered out 1.5 inches, cedar 2-by-8s 
were inserted, standard gaskets were 
fitted in between and the new logs were 
snugly joined to the old. The poured-con-
crete basement, steel support plates, floor 
joists and decking diminish the risk of any 
structural settling.

Along with the addition, an expansion 
of the existing 960-square-foot cabin, con-
sisting of two bedrooms, a bath, a loft and 
a great room was completed. The finished 
project includes the 1,495-square-foot new 
addition, plus an expanded 2,376-square-
foot original structure for a grand total 
of 3,871 square feet on three levels. The 
house now boasts five bedrooms, three 
baths, two full kitchens, two loft seating 
areas and a full finished basement. New 

“The original cabin was small but only  

eight years old,” George shares. In addition 

to adding on, I jacked the house up and  

put a full basement under it.”

SQUARE FOOTAGE 

3,871
after addition
(including basement,  
not shown) 
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dormers complement the exterior.
Anyone too timid to undertake an 

addition to their own log –home should 
take heart. George DeFelice is a role mod-
el of idea and execution, and Coventry 
was with him every step of the way, send-
ing a dozen team members to provide 
expert consulting to George’s crew.

The challenges were numerous — not 
the least of which was its island location 
that required materials and workers to 
reach the site by barge, boat — even hov-
ercraft. Nine cement trucks were floated 
to the island to deliver their cargoes. Work 
began just after Labor Day 2015. The 
house was weather tight in December 
and was completed the following June. 
However, George identifies his biggest 
challenge as the lack of ice during a warm 
winter of construction. 

“We got two inches of ice across the 
lake that winter, but we still ran the 
barges,” George remarks. “Because it was 
unseasonably warm, the ice was gone 
by the middle of February. If we had had 
solid ice to drive vehicles across the lake, 
we probably would have finished by 
Memorial Day.”

Completing the project in nine 
months was quite a feat unto itself, but 
the finished home, nestled alongside the 
lake, with Mount Shaw standing sentinel 
in the distance, is simply breathtaking. 
The original cabin’s expansion and ad-
dition mesh flawlessly, and the darker 
stain eliminates the issue of matching the 
original pine logs with the new.

George acknowledges that one of the 
biggest challenges for any log home addi-
tion or expansion is finding the right con-

tractor. “Get recommendations from the 
supplier that is selling you the logs,” he 
advises. “And if you have to wait because 
of scheduling, then wait. It’s worth it.”

The DeFelice family, including George’s 
wife, Jan, and four kids ranging in age 
from 16 to 21, are entertainers. Friends and 
relatives congregate at Lake Winnipesau-
kee for fun-packed weekends and cozy 
holidays. Richard Titorenko remains a 
close friend and has taken his boat to the 
lake for some great fishing — a testament 
to George’s advice to find the right team.

With the help of his partners at Coven-
try, George DeFelice was confident that the 
impressive expansion on Lake Winnipe-
saukee was within reach — and the results 
are dazzling. But there’s a lesson in the ef-
fort as well: With forethought, and a sound 
plan you can achieve amazing results. 

“Satisfaction?” questions George. “From one to 10, it’s a 10-plus!  

I enjoyed the construction experience, and it was really pretty 

easy. It’s very special here, and the terrain allowed us to move 

the home because of its gradual rise. When you approach,  

you see the face of the house with its five-foot-tall casement 

windows, and then go into the kitchen and dining area and  

look right out at the water, just 40 feet away.”
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2020 SPONSORS

To learn more about KeepCraftAlive, and to make a donation in support of the 2021 scholarship, visit

KeepCraftAlive.org

BUILDING A FUTURE TOGETHER
Fine Homebuilding and Keep Craft Alive, in its fourth year of partnership 

with SkillsUSA, is proud to celebrate our 2020 #KeepCraftAlive 
Scholarship winners. Fourteen students studying in construction-related 

fi elds and pursuing continued education in trades across the United 
States will receive a $2,500 scholarship for the 2020-2021 academic year.

Fine Homebuilding, along with support from its audience and corporate 
partners Pella Windows & Doors and Feeney, makes this annual 

investment to empower and encourage the next generation of craftsmen 
and women to follow their passions for construction-related careers. 

#KeepCraftAlive

© 2020 The Taunton Press



Having your own scenic getaway
sounds pretty good right now, doesn’t 
it? Whether your ideal escape is a moun-
tain side hideaway tucked along the 
Appalachian Trail, a sprawling ranch nes-
tled in sweeping Midwest prairies or a cliff-
side residence overlooking the Pacific 
Northwest’s dramatic coastline, members 
of the National Association of Home 
Builders’ (NAHB) Log and Timber Homes 
Council can build your dream home. 

Founded as America was celebrating 
its 200th birthday, a group of dedicated 
individuals started laying the groundwork 
to promote and protect a national icon, 
the log home. Now, 40 years later, The 
Log and Timber Homes Council is firmly 
established as North America’s premier 
advocacy group for log and timber home 
manufacturers. Created, in part, to resolve 
technical and code compliance issues that 
were impacting the industry at the time, 
members of the Log and Timber Homes 
Council have worked tirelessly to protect 
America’s archetypal home style. 

Representing more than 30 of the 
top manufacturers in North America, 
home buyers would do well to work with 
companies that are part of NAHB’s Log 
and Timber Homes Council, as they hold 
themselves to a higher standard of busi-
ness and construction practices. Log and 
Timber Homes Council members must:

Abide by a strict code of ethics.
Grade their logs and timbers 
by third party agencies to ensure 
structural integrity.
Provide detailed construction 
manuals to ensure correct 
construction techniques.
Sponsor scientific studies that 
advance log building technologies.
Provide free information to help 
consumers make smart choices.
“Council members are true stewards 

of the log and timber home industry,” says 
Doug Terrell, vice president of manufac-
turing at Blue Ridge Log Cabins and 2020 
chairman of the NAHB Log and Timber 
Homes Council. “Whether through  

DID YOU 
KNOW ...

log and timber homes are 
considered systems-built 

structures? 
This classification comes from the 
systematic approach to building 
the homes, as well as the controlled 
environments in which they are 
crafted. Other building-system 
methods include modular, panel-
ized and concrete construction, 
and often these systems combine 
to make for a truly unique and high-
performance house. The National 
Association of Home Builders’ 
Building Systems Councils (BSC) 
represents all of these types of 
housing and the highly skilled men 
and women who build them. 

For more information, 
contact the BSC at 

800-368-5242, ext. 8577 
or visit nahb.org/whybsc.

As you’re shopping 
for your dream 

log home, you should 
look to producers 

who bear the 
Log and Timber 

Homes Council’s seal.  
Here’s why.

BY DEVIN PERRY

Seal 
YOUR
Deal

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION
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consumer education initiatives or ensur-
ing log and timber homes are protected in 
today’s building codes, member compa-
nies are at the forefront of the industry.”

Members of the Log and Timber 
Homes Council also abide by the free 
enterprise system, where companies 
compete on a level playing field for 
their clients’ business. Members agree 
that they will not attempt to injure, with 
malicious intent, either directly or in-
directly, the professional reputation of 
other members, nor to indiscriminately 
criticize another member’s work in 
public, or take unfair advantage over 
fellow members. Each member agrees 

to conduct his or her business in a man-
ner that avoids controversy, but that 
if a situation does arise, to resolve the 
dispute through non-litigation mecha-
nisms whenever possible.

Although the Log and Timber Homes 
Council has no way of mediating disputes 
with non-members, the Council maintains 
a file on all non-member complaints it 
receives. This helps the Council to protect 
the entire industry — whether they’re 
members or not. The Ethics Committee 
also reviews this file when considering 
a log and timber home manufacturer for 
Council membership, to ensure the Council 
seal always denotes a quality supplier.

“As one of our founding principles, 
Council members dedicate themselves 
to protecting the log and timber homes 
industry,” explains Doug. “Part of that ef-
fort is ensuring that only companies who 
meet our strict eligibility requirements 
are able to carry the NAHB Log and 
Timber Homes Council seal.” 

To ensure the best experience possi-
ble for your log home plans, look for the 
NAHB Log and Timber Homes Council 
seal before you design or build your 
dream log home. To learn more, visit the 
consumer website of the NAHB Log and 
Timber Homes Council at loghomes.org 
or call 800-368-5242, ext. 8577. 



The National Association of 
Home Builders’ (NAHB) Log and 
Timber Homes Council is firmly 
established as North America’s 
premier advocacy group for log 
and timber home manufacturers.

To find 
a log or timber 

home producer 
in the Council, you’ve got 

two online resources 
at your disposal: nahb.org 

and loghomes.org. 
For additional information, 

contact the LTHC 
at 800-368-5242 

ext. 8577.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION



Presented by these members of the Log and Timber Homes Council.
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APPALACHIAN LOG STRUCTURES
Celebrating over 40 years of manufacturing, Appalachian Log 
Structures offers the latest technology available to custom 
design, precut and pressure treat log home building material 
packages. Over 75 standard floor plans are available. Cabins, 
log siding, log railing, and maintenance products are also 
available. ALSI offers several log profiles and corner styles. 
Visit us at www.applog.com or call (866) 564-4663 for more 
information.

866-564-4663
info@applog.com 
applog.com 

GOLDEN EAGLE LOG & TIMBER HOMES
Each log & timber home is custom designed for your family 
and lifestyle. We are best known for our “One Stop Shopping 
Complete Package”, with over 5,000 homes built since 1966, 
and each and every one is custom. We can help you from design 
through the build process.  

“Relax we thought of everything and it’s included”

1-800-270-5025
GoldenEagleLogHomes.com

HOCHSTETLER LOG HOMES
Hochstetler Log Homes has been in business since 1986. Our 
mill-direct operation enables us to produce the finest quality 
log homes for a reasonable price. We offer over 40 standard 
plans or can custom design your home. Visit our models and 
experience the log home lifestyle yourself.

800-368-1015
HochstetlerLogHomes.com

877-536-1446
info@OutlastProducts.com
www.OutlastProducts.com

CTA PRODUCTS GROUP
CTA Products Group manufactures products for the specific 
and unique requirements of the Log Home industry. Outlast 
Interior Finishes; Outlast Q8 Log Oil Exterior Stain/Wood 
Preservative; Outlast NBS 30 “GREEN” insect repellent, Mold 
Buster Additive and Outlast KleenStart.

ASSOCIATE MEMBER
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TIMBERHAVEN LOG & TIMBER HOMES, LLC
Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes manufactures log, timber 
frame, and hybrid homes and outdoor living structures.  We 
specialize in kiln-dried premium-grade Engineered Logs and 
Timbers. We focus on working closely with our customers to 
provide a complete solution to their dream. We take great 
pride in our products and services and offer only the best in:

• Most complete log, timber frame, and hybrid home packages
• Kiln-Dried Engineered or Traditional Solid Logs & Timbers
• The industry’s Best Quality Assurance Programs:
      “Complete” Package Guarantee
      Lifetime Warranty
• Precision pre-cut, pre-sorted and inversely stacked logs
• Name-brand components |  
  Custom-design services

855-306-5678
TimberhavenLogHomes.com
LogHomeDesignCenter.com

 

Looking for more cozy homes? 

Check out cabinlife.com for a variety 

of cabin and cottage tours, hundreds of 

floor plans, maintenance tips and tricks 

and all the best of the cabin lifestyle, from 

rustic destinations to cabin-ready recipes.
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Focus on Floor Plans

Second Floor

Appalachian Log Homes
11320 Stations West Drive, Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37934
800-726-0708
fax: 865-675-2662
e-mail: info@alhloghomes.com
www.alhloghomes.com

The Coker Creek
Empty nesters, downsizers, and vacationers will appreciate the manageable 
size of this sweet little home. The master bedroom and attached bath are on 
the 572 square foot main level along with a combined kitchen and living area.

Essentials such as a fireplace and covered porch complete the main level. 
At 220 square feet, the upper level loft easily accommodates a bed, two 
nightstands, and a sitting area for two, but it could also be 
converted to an office or craft area. Dormers on each side 
create extra headroom and in natural light.

Bedrooms: 2
Baths: 1
Square Footage: 772

First Floor

Appalachian Log Homes
11320 Stations West Drive, Suite 102
Knoxville, TN 37934
800-726-0708
fax: 865-675-2662
e-mail: info@alhloghomes.com
www.alhloghomes.com

Maple Creek
The Maple Creek is an ideal floor plan for a vacation home or for a down-
sized, retirement residence. It is compact, but the spaces are so well 
designed that there is plenty of space for all of the necessities. You enter via 
a large covered porch into the hallway and kitchen. The first-floor master suite, on the main floor right off the kitchen, is complete 
with a bathroom and a sizable walk-in closet. The kitchen is at the back of the home and has ready access to a porch. There’s 
plenty of room for a dining table with a view. The loft on the upper level, with its own full bath, can be a spare bedroom, office, or 
library – or a combination. In spite of its size, this little gem 
has a lot to offer.

Bedrooms: 2
Baths: 2
Square Footage: 1,225

Second FloorFirst Floor
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We offer a growing collection of designs 
representing all styles of timber homes, from 
energy-ef  cient to inspired and gorgeous

View designs, elevations and range pricing online.

WWW.CANADIANTIMBERFRAMES.COM

Bragg Creek - 3,094 SQ FT
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Forever looks better from here…

800-231-3695 

honestabe.com

Drummy Cabin 
750 SF • 2 Floors 

Bedrooms: 2 • Baths: 1                            

First Floor 

Second Floor 
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UPDN

GREAT ROOM

MUD RM.

LAUNDRY

PANTRY

CMD. CNTR.

DINING

ENTRY

PORCH

KITCHEN

OFFICE

GALLERY

SCREEN PORCH

GUEST 
BATH

MASTER BEDROOM

MSTR. BATH

W.I.C.

DDNN
GUUUEEESTT 
BBBAATATTHHH

NNEWW   ENERGY   WORKS  ENERGY   WORKS
design  |  timberframing  |  woodworks

A home should adapt, age, and grow with its 

Who designs our homes?

relationship to you, the site, and the budget. 

What kind of wood do we use?

Who will raise the timber frame 
and install the enclosure?

of building your home.

Does a timber frame cost more?
We think you should budget up to 20% more 

footage, allowing more of the budget to be 

Questions?
Call us, email us, or visit our shops. Want 

    2015 Family Living 
      at State College

An uncommon timber frame company.
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800-438-8274800-438-8274
10024 Parkside Drive, Knoxville, TN 37922 · stonemill.com · sales@stonemill.com

1,777 sq. ft.
3 bed, 2 bathMuirfield

Traditional Homes 

Designed & Built 

to Express Your Lifestyle

1,833 sq. ft.
3 bed, 2 bathDogwood
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Voted one of THE BEST in Log and
Timber Homes of the Year Magazine
Issue 2020, this Custom Oakland floor
plan was designed with family and
friends in mind. On the second floor,
two bedrooms share a bath and a
large balcony overlooks the main floor
living area. A big bonus in this floor

plan is the basement floor—home to the
family room where kids can get away
from adults or vice versa. Also on the
lower floor, a bedroom is adjacent to the
family room and next to a full bath.
Mechanical equipment has a defined
space in this unique log home. Beside the
main house is a beautiful, detached 2-car
log garage covered with matching log
siding and corners adding even more
distinction to this custom rustic design.

MAIN FLOOR: 1307 SQ. FT.  · SECOND FLOOR: 609 SQ. FT. · BASEMENT: 1307 SQ. FT.   TOTAL: 3223 SQ. FT.

MAIN FLOOR
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Call us at 1·866·LOG·HOME for more
information or take a tour on our website.

P. O. Box 614 • Ripley WV 25271
304-372-6410 • Fax: 304-372-3154 • info@applog.com

The Walnut
1,200 square feet

3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms

Second Floor

BEDROOM 3
13’- 1” X 10’- 3”

LOFT
12’- 5” X 9’- 1”

BATHST
O

R
A

G
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ST
O

R
A

G
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OPEN TO BELOW

First Floor

LIVING ROOM
16’- 2” X 11’- 8”

DINING
9’- 0” X 8’- 10”

OPEN DECK
26’- 0” X 8’- 0”

BEDROOM 1
12’- 4” X 10’- 4”

BEDROOM 2
12’- 4” X 10’- 4”

WIC BATH

KITCHEN

G
AB

LE
D

 
PO
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10
’- 

0”
 X

 6
’- 

0”

9955 Ladds Cove Rd South 

Pittsburg, TN 37380 

1-800-326-8045

questions@battlecreekloghomes.com

Battlecreekloghomes.com



LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING     85

Focus on Floor Plans

3,055 sq. ft.   
3 BR/2-1/2 BA

The Grand Teton resonates the classic craftsman’s architectural style. With its full-length 
front porch, massive exposed beams in the great room, and den. It features a large, fi rst 
fl oor master bedroom with master bath and a large walk-in closet; private rear porches 
off  the master bedroom and den, and fi rst fl oor laundry/mudroom between the kitchen 
and garage. Upstairs, the loft off ers a majestic view of the great room with large, stone 
fi replace and the spacious entry. 

Two additional bedrooms 
with plenty of closet space 
and a full bath provide 
room for guests. 
The oversized garage 
provides ample 
room for a workbench 
and lawn equipment. 

The Trusted Name in Log Homes.

Second Floor

Loudonville, Ohio  800.368.1015      
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    TheRIDGEVIEW
1,740 Square Feet | 3 Beds | 2 Baths

  (not including basement)

(L12240)

Take a 3D Virtual Tour of this  
and several other cozy cabins at

 realloghomes.com/tour

800.732.5564 | info@realloghomes.com
Contact us to start designing your cozy cabin today!

Timberhaven’s world renowned kiln-dried 
logs and timbers are engineered to perfection 
and manufactured to last a lifetime. 

YOUR DREAM. . .OUR PASSION.

300+ Plans Online: LogHomeDesignCenter.com

Log Home Plan: Stony Creek Hybrid
Square Footage: 2,059
Bedrooms:  3    Baths:  2.5

855-306-5678   
TimberhavenLogHomes.com

Call us today for a free award-winning plan book!

*Based on 2016 homeowner brand survey; Andersen family of brands aggregated. “Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2018 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

More homeowners trust and recommend the Andersen® family 
of brands than any other brand 
of windows and patio doors.*
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800.636.2424 | timberpeg.com
Contact us to start designing your own TIMBERPEG® today!

Visit
timberpeg.com/tour

to take a 3D virtual tour  
of this and several  

more Timberpeg homes!

TheOld Chatham

FIRST FLOOR

SECOND FLOOR#5911

2,539 sq.ft. | 3 Beds | 3.5 Baths
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Visit  for free information (provided by the companies in bold below)  
on products & services that will help you build your perfect custom log, timber or hybrid home.

free information
COMPANY PAGE COMPANY PAGE

Appalachian Log Homes  M  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .76

Appalachian Log Structures  M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74, 84

Battle Creek Log Homes  H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84

Canadian Timberframes Ltd. T . . . . . . Inside Front Cover-1, 77

Colorado Timberframe T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .89

Country Home Products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Coventry Log Homes  M  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78

CTA Products. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35, 74

Eagle Panel Systems . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

Golden Eagle Log & Timber Homes  M  T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Heritage Natural Finishes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

Hochstetler Log Homes  M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .74, 85

Honest Abe Log Homes  M  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37, 79

Johnson’s Log Home & Timber Frame Shows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Ken Pieper & Associates. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

The Log & Timber Home Show. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

The Log & Timber University . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

The Log Home Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75

Log Home Outlet  M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

MossCreek Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

New Energy Works T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81, Back Cover

Oakbridge Timber Framing T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3, 85

Perma-Chink Systems. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Real Log Homes  M  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13, 86

Research Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

Schroeder Log Home Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20

StoneMill Log & Timber Homes  M   H  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21, 82

Texas Timber Frames T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

Timberhaven Log & Timber Homes  M  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75, 86

Timberpeg T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15, 87

Wisconsin Log Homes  M  T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .83

Woodhouse – The Timber Frame Company T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Woodland Timber Framing T  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Yellowstone Log Homes  H  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES
ADVERTISING SALES DIRECTOR

Heather Glynn Gniazdowski   
(703) 731-9659  

hgniazdowski@aimmedia.com

THE LOG & TIMBER HOME SHOW  
EXHIBIT SALES

Eric Johnson   
(518) 618-1195   

ejohnson@loghomeshows.com

Samantha Watters   
(863) 801-3475   

swatters@aimmedia.com

NATIONAL ACCOUNTS MANAGER
Mari Campbell   
(224) 432-5957   

mcampbell@aimmedia.com 

ADVERTISING ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Pam Stine 

(540) 773-8052   
pstine@aimmedia.com

Rich Wilkinson   
(931) 607-4767   

rwilkinson@aimmedia.com

 
ACTIVE INTEREST MEDIA

OLD HOUSE JOURNAL
ARTS & CRAFTS HOMES

NEW OLD HOUSE
DESIGN CENTER SOURCEBOOK

TRADITIONAL BUILDING

LOG & TIMBER HOME LIVING
COZY CABINS & COTTAGES
FOREVER HOME
BEST LOG & TIMBER HOMES OF THE YEAR
BEST LOG & TIMBER FLOOR PLANS
LOG & TIMBER HOME PLANNER

manufactures timber homesTmanufactures milled log homesM manufactures handcrafted log homesH
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Regional Resource Guide

Build it once uild it to last.
Colorado Timberframe flexibility of design, energy efficient builds, and the kind 

of strength and appeal that will last for generations.  Meshing the newest 

technologies with time-proven craftsmanship and artistry, Colorado Timberframe 

homes are turning heads across the nation.

 303.444.5012    •   1005 S. 120th St. Unit 101, Lafayette, CO 80026

www.coloradotimberframe.com
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INTRODUCING THE NEW & IMPROVED

EXCLUSIVE LOG 
& TIMBER HOME 

TOURS WITH 
FLOOR PLANS

Peek inside dozens of real homes and their 
floor plans with our all-new showcase that takes 
you beyond the blueprint. Find a floor plan that’s 
the right fit for you, and then use our convenient 
“request a quote” tool to directly connect with 

the experts behind each plan. 
Find your dream plan today at:

loghome.com/exclusive-tours
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Showcase Your Home 
with Custom Woodwork.
Search. Compare. Shop. SHOWCASE

Woodworkers
BRINGING CUSTOM WOODWORKERS & DISCERNING BUYERS TOGETHER.

woodworkersshowcase.com
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BUILDER|DEALER MARKETPLACE

Authorized Sales 
Representative

MOUNTAIN LAKES LOG & COUNTRY HOMES
Chuck Johnson

Guntersville, AL

256-486-3374
info@mountainlakesloghomes.com

www.mountainlakesloghomes.com

www.freestatetimbersmiths.com

Quality Timber Frames 
since 1996 Nationwide
17635 Nall, Stilwell, KS 66085

Tel: 913-897-5262 Fax: 913-897-1459 
matt@freestatetimbersmiths.com

303.444.5012
www.coloradotimberframe.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

RIVER VALLEY LOG HOMES
Stan Dixon
Colchester, IL

309-337-5812
rivervalleyloghomes@adams.net
www.rivervalleylogandtimber.com

Madison, WI
Doug Beilfuss, owner

608.287.9033
customtimberframes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

COUNTRY CREEK LOG HOMES INC.
Robert & Christine Grant

Office: 219-395-9540
Homesweethome@countrycreeklh.com 

www.countrycreeklh.com

www.freestatetimbersmiths.com

Quality Timber Frames 
since 1996 Nationwide
17635 Nall, Stilwell, KS 66085

Tel: 913-897-5262 Fax: 913-897-1459 
matt@freestatetimbersmiths.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

ALPEN HAUS CRAFTERS
Steve Mehl
Shinglehouse, PA

814-698-2414
Steven@Alpenhauscrafters.com
Alpenhauscrafters.com

A Colorado Companyy
Since 1984

A Colorado Compan

25 Years Experience &
Over 500 Custom Homessssssssss

Built in ColoradoModernLogHomes.com
303/278-7825303/278-7825

A Colorado Company 
Since 1984

Over 700 Custom Homes 
Built in Colorado

877-567-2202
JEREMIAH JOHNSON

www.LiveinLog.com

HANDCRAFTED
LOG HOMES

Authorized Sales 
Representative

INNOVATIVE LOG HOMES

Ofc: 770-894-9206

Integrity • Quality • Value 
• Service • Innovation

mikemagill@innovativeloghomes.com
www.innovativeloghomes.com

512 Highway 382 West, Ellijay, GA 30540
(706) 273-7140 ~ www.ModernRusticHomes.com

BUILD
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BUILDER|DEALER MARKETPLACE

Authorized Sales 
Representative

MINNESOTA RIVER VALLEY HOMES

Greg & Patty Massman

Cell: 320-212-9529
Email: greg@mnvalleyloghomes.com

www.rivervalleyloghomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

VALLEY LOG HOMES
J.C.
St. Louis, Missouri

314-220-8788
ValleyLogAndTimberHomes@gmail.com
www.ValleyLogHomes.com

www.freestatetimbersmiths.com

Quality Timber Frames 
since 1996 Nationwide
17635 Nall, Stilwell, KS 66085

Tel: 913-897-5262 Fax: 913-897-1459 
matt@freestatetimbersmiths.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

BLACK BEAR LOG HOMES
Ed & Kathy Higgins
Laconia, NH - Also serving VT and MA

888-999-5421 (Office)
603-738-4983 (Cell)
blackbearlh@metrocast.net
www.blackbearloghomesnh.com

P.O. Box 119
Glen, NH 03838-0119

(603) 822-2253
tlhsofnh@roadrunner.com
www.newhampshireloghomes.com

Serving New England

RIDGEVIEW CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Shane Carter - Deerfield, NH

(603) 303-7206  - scarter@ridgeviewconstruction.com

www.greenbuildernh.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

REED’S LOG HOMES
John and Gabrial Reed
Western Kentucky 
and Western Tennessee

(270) 388-2317
Reed2@vci.net
www.ReedsLogHomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

JACKASTLE LOG HOMES
Mike and Glenna McGuire
Taylorsville, KY

502-477-9655 (Office)
502-639-0126 (Cell)
kastleloghomes@gmail.com
www.jackastleloghomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

TOM ROBERTS CONSTRUCTION
Tom Roberts
Knox, Maine

O: 207-568-3311
C: 207-300-3372
troberts@uninets.net
www.drylogs.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

BAYSIDE LOG HOMES
Mark DiBastiani
White Hall, MD

410-557-9220
www.baysideloghomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

STONEFIELD CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
Barry Wood
Ijamsville, MD

240-285-7167
StonefieldConst@gmail.com
Also Serving Northern VA

Authorized Sales 
Representative

AFFORDABLE LOG HOMES
Tim & Judy Horonzy

Office: 989-345-3211
Mobile: 989-859-6587
mitimberhaven@gmail.com
www.timberhavenmi.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

CNY CABIN MASTERS
Dean & Jane Gass
Central Square, NY - 
Serving Central New York

315-430-0590
cnycabinmasters@gmail.com
www.cnycabinmasters.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

HIGH PEAKS LOG HOMES
Mike Lewis
Chestertown, NY

O: 518-494-7265
C: 518-478-3327

mikelewis@highpeaksloghomes.com
www.highpeaksloghomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

TIMBER SOLUTIONS
a division of Log Chips
Lower Hudson Valley, Delaware, Ulster, 
Sullivan, Orange & Northern New Jersey

845-988-9622 (Warwick)
mike@timber-solutions.com  
www.timber-solutions.com

303.444.5012
www.coloradotimberframe.com

303.444.5012
www.coloradotimberframe.com
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Authorized Sales 
Representative

LAKESIDE LOG HOMES
Ray & Linda Poland
Jacksboro, Tennessee

423.566.9667 (Office)
865.207.9000 (Cell)
LRPENT2@QUIXNET.NET
LSLOGHOMES.COM

G LOG HOMES
MARY & PHILIP GIRTON
Hartsville, TN

Phone: 615-374-7122
gloghomes@gmail.com
www.gloghomes.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

LODGARD LOG HOMES
Craig & Ronette Lodgard

509-993-6255
info@lodgardloghomes.net
www.lodgardloghomes.net

Washington, Oregon & Idaho

303.444.5012
www.coloradotimberframe.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

ALPEN HAUS CRAFTERS
Steve Mehl
Shinglehouse, PA

814-698-2414
Steven@Alpenhauscrafters.com
Alpenhauscrafters.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

MORNINGDALE LOG HOMES, LLC
Serving western PA, eastern OH, 

& western NY

814-967-2206
Info@MorningdaleLogHomes.com

https://MorningdaleLogHomes.com

ROCK SOLID CONTRACTING INC.
Sean Lease
O: 717.352.0179  C: 717.360.3115
Fayetteville, PA
builtrocksolid@gmail.com
www.builtrocksolid.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

TODD FISHER CONSTRUCTION
Todd Fisher
Red Lion, PA

717-244-7048 (Offi  ce)
717-676-7881 (Cell)
tfcloghomes@comcast.net
www.toddfi sherconstruction.com

. .

Custom handcrafted timber
frames erected on your site

by Amish craftsmen.

woodlandtimberframing.com

. .

Custom handcrafted timber
frames erected on your site

by Amish craftsmen.

woodlandtimberframing.com

Authorized Sales 
Representative

ROMANO LOG HOMES
Robert Romano
Eastern Pennsylvania

610-349-5063
loghome520@verizon.net
www.timberhavenloghomes.com

follow us on

timberhomeliving.com/
pinterest
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Building Your Dream
Brook Severson

E5092 Narrows Creek Road
Loganville, WI 53943

608.415.9766

narrowscreektimberframes.com

ARROWS
CREEK

TIMBER
FRAME

Karen & Gary Tenfel

262-534-6280
cccloghomes.com

Designing and 
building exceptional

log homes since 1985.

Madison, WI
Doug Beilfuss, owner

608.287.9033
customtimberframes.com

SUPPLIER 
MARKETPLACE

www.specialtywoodworksco.com

P.O. Box 450
Hamilton, MT 59840

No State Sales Tax

406/363-6353

Visit us at 212 Penn Ave.

Design Service Available In Both Our Doors & Cabinets

We Strive For Perfection
Many Styles, Woods, & Surface

Textures Available

P.O. Box 450
Hamilton, MT 59840

No State Sales Tax

406/363-6353

Visit us at 212 Penn Ave.

FURNITURE

On-Site Factory - We Ship 208-667-1394
Virtual Tour @ wildwestlogfurniture.com

Rustic - Urban Rustic
Mountain ModernWILD WEST

RUSTIC
FURNITURE

(250) 217-8702
www.cdnantler.com

Canadian Antler
Designs

We manufacture 
over 130 styles 
of real and 
reproduction 
antler lighting.

ture 
es 

 
g.

LOG HOME MAINTENANCE

www.StructuresWoodCare.com
Call: (218) 963-7503

Translucent
Wood Stains... 
When You
Demand the
Best.

STRUCTURES WOOD CARER

Pour a 
cup of coffee,

find the perfect 
floor plan.

hundreds of 
searchable floor plans 

at your fingertips
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SUPPLIER MARKETPLACE

STAINS & PRESERVATIVES

®

TIMBER FRAMING TOOLS

7104L CHAIN MORTISER

always in stock at the best price

1-800-869-4169
It sure beats drilling and chiseling!

www.timberwolftools.com

It’s the 30th Anniversary of this seminal 
resource! In addition to the essential timber 
home info devotees have come to expect,  
we’ll explore all the elements that transform 
raw timbers into an amazing timber home.

 What you need to know before you buy
 Ins & outs of planning, designing  

& building a timber home
 Working with wood species
 Finishes that make a house a home
 Foundation options
 PLUS: Editors’ favorite design ideas  

& tips; and more!

TIMBER HOME 
BUYER’S GUIDE

ON NEWSSTANDS

COMING NEXT ISSUE



parting words

M
ar

k S
or

en
so

n 
ph

ot
o;

 E
st

em
er

wa
lt 

Lo
g 

Ho
m

es
 h

ou
se

Renewal is the way 
of nature, and it 

now must become 
the way of man.

– George H. W. Bush
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Golden Eagle Log & Timber Homes photo

Looking for information on how to build your dream home? 

Want DIY maintenance and restoration tips? Need fi nance advice?

Craving building tips and reliable construction information?

Then come check out

THE FREE RESOURCE PAGE
YOUR SOURCE FOR LOG, TIMBER AND HYBRID HOME LIVING 

INFORMATION AND INSPIRATION

WEBINARS

 15 of Our Smartest Hacks for 

Small Log Homes

 ABC’s for Building a 

Timber Frame Home

 Design Considerations for 

Your Custom Timber Home

 Designing a Timber Frame 

Specifi cally for Your Budget

 When to Know it’s Time for 

Maintenance vs. Restoration

ARTICLES

 20 Tips for the Perfect Floor Plan

 Five Secrets to Simplifying 

Log Home Maintenances

 The Lowdown on Hybrids  

 Pick a Plan, Make it Yours

 Where Does the Money Go?

 Universal Design

 Restoring the Dream

There are tons of topics for you to explore. Check out a few listed below:

These are just a sneak peek…. 
Visit loghome.com/resources to start planning your dream home now!



In Par tnersh ip with Renfrow Design LLC

The Power of Design

The Expertise of Process

The Science of Performance 

The Beauties of Wood
SERVING THE NATION FROM NEW YORK & OREGON

800.486.0661 | NEWENERGYWORKS .COM


