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FINANCIAL
FORECAST
Lead Economist,
Michael Dall talks of

the shape of the
self-build industry
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&= Tim Evans offers Children’s furniture
advice on installation

of natural swimming

Jd solutions that will

ease them into your
" self-build




Delivering British architecture with German technology

Hanse Haus is a premium German supplier of turnkey, pre-manufactured ultra-high efficiency homes.
Founded as a carpentry business in 1929, it now erects some 400 timber frame homes annually Europe-
wide and has been active in the UK since 2006.

To talk to us about your individual requirements,
contact us using the details below.

Hanse Haus
Email info@hanse-haus.co.uk
Telephone 0800 302 9220

Genau mein Zuhause.
www.hanse-haus.co.uk
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Cover story: Richard Green of Deluxe
Developers has used his extensive knowledge
of sustainable technologies to build an
energy-efficient family home. See page 24.
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Welcome

to the February issue of 1-build

he remarkable thing about self-build is that every building is unique.

Homeowners' preferences are all different, as are their aesthetic tastes,

space requirements and budgets. While some homebuilders choose to

design for the moment, others plan for the future - and this is exactly
what sets apart our two spotlight case studies this month.

Featured on page 24, Sustainable Living explores a family home built on a family-owned
farmyard using the highest quality energy-efficient technologies. Despite being up against
several planning restrictions, the property boasts ample room for the family to enjoy.
Meanwhile on page 30, i-build tells how professional architect couple David Liddicoat and
Sophie Goldhill scoured the streets of London for a plot that was both affordable and had
planning potential. The result is The Shadow House - an urban gem that is neatly tucked
away in a highly sought-after location. Clever design and meticulous attention to detail
enabled the couple to maximise all the space available on this tiny area of land.

Elsewhere in this issue, we reveal the hottest bathroom trends that were identified
by a panel of experts at a recent Mira Showers 'discussions’ event. From technology
through to textures and tones, these latest styles are sure to inspire your bathroom
design choices. Turn to page 40 for more information. Meanwhile on page 38, i-build
has sourced a selection of fun and quirky beds designed especially for children. Help
your little ones settle into their new rooms by introducing playful pieces.

For those yet to embark on building their own home, be sure not to miss the wide variety
of trade events that are on offer throughout the country. Coming soon is The Listed
Property Show (highlights available on page 14) which is tailored to owners of listed
properties or prospective owners. Offering expert guidance on maintaining, altering or
restoring properties, the show is a vital resource to ascertain the correct procedures.

Also imminent on the event calendar is Ecobuild. Here, visitors can discover the latest
in smart technologies as well as top quality building materials. Find out more on page

16. Lastly, for those who were unable to attend Build It Live Kent, the exhibition will be
hosted further north later this month at Manchester's Trafford Centre.

| hope you enjoy this issue. Don't forget, if you're coming to the end of your
self-build journey and would like to offer your home as inspiration for other budding
home-builders, please contact me at hannah@mixedmediainfo.com.

Editor in Chief
hannah@mixedmediainfo.com
ﬂ @ibuildmagazine @.-"ibuildmagazine ﬂibuildmagazine

= dvaiabie oo th Download the i-build app for iPhone,
- APPatore Fad and Android. Search ‘t-build’

Editor’s picks

Rainwater protection solutions  Prefabricated construction
by Kainclear See page 54

App-controlled unitary fan

from WeberHaus Seepage56 from Vent-Axia See page 56

Welcome Note



IT'S BOT
EASY BEING
GREEN

When you've specified quality material throughout
your project, why stop at your rainwater system?

The NEW SL range, gives you all the quality

of aluminium with it's lightweight, corrosion

resistant and low maintenance properties without
blowing the budget.

And of course it's 100% recyclable!

Easy Fix. Available in
100mm and 75mm Dia. Pipe
and 125 x 100mm MOG or
125 x 75mm HR gutters.

YEOMAN

RAINGUARD

RAINWATER SYSTEMS

www.rainguard.co.uk

For more information call 0113 279 5854 or email sallyann@rainguard.co.uk
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Desired Designs

A look at the latest innovative products
and on-trend styles for your new homne.

Time Will Tell

i-build continues to follow Will Anderson
as his self-build journey unfolds.

Viewpoint
Michael Dall at Barbour ABI reflects on the
current state of the custorn-build market.

Contracts & Legalities

The importance of protecting your site and
structure with the right insurance policy.

Sustainable Living

Renewable energy enthusiast Richard Green
has built a low energy family home.

Urban Sanctuary

A central London unused piece of land

provided the ideal plot for a professional couple.

Roofing

Roofing specialist, Redland discusses the merits
of pitched roofs for residential properties.

Furniture

Settle your childrens new home nerves
with these funky, yet practical, bed designs.

KBB

Mira Showers reveals eight hot bathroom
trends to watch out for this year.

Interior Decor/Paints

Let your family unleash their creative side
with these innovative writable paint solutions.

Drainage & Wastewater

Be one step ahead when protecting your
home from the elements.

i-build
Wood is a popular building material used
in self-build, but early treatment is key.

1-nterior
Inject life into your new interior scheme by
incorporating easy-care indoor trees.

1-scape
Find out why swimming ponds are
becoming the water feature of choice.
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A romantic
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rOCOCO retreat

Add a subtle touch of romance to your home
with these French rococo inspired pieces.

eeping to the valentine theme,
i-build explains how you can subtly
introduce a romantic theme into
your property. Forget heart cushions
and excessive decorations; why not opt for
the romantic rococo style? The rococo style
originates from the 18th century and initially was
integrated into furnishings, silver and ceramics
rather than architecture. It was a style developed
from craftspeople and designers rather than
architects and is not symmetrical in the slightest.
Romantic white and blue shades instinctively
give that romantic, spotless feel to any new build
and a minute splash of gold can give off a less
flamboyant rococo style. Focusing on the French
rococo movement, i-build has listed some designs
that have benefited from a contemporary twist.
This romantic theme can bring an idyllic finish to
any new build or renovation.

1. Gold cherub candelabra,
£125 WITHIN

2. Bonaparte French Bed, from
£2570, The French Bedroom
Cormnparry

3. Louis XV Desk,
£2150 (+VAT), Oficina Inglesa

4. Louis Bedside in French white,
£16915, Newtons Fumiture

5. The Rococo ceiling rose, £195,
Stevensons of Norwich

6. Omate dressing table, mirror
and stool, £293.71, Melody Maison

7. Louis XV style Carrara marble
fireplace, £6800 (+VAT),
Ryan & Smith Ltd

8. Monty Love Seat, £945, Loaf

Q. Lockley chaise longue,
£890, Sweetpea & Willow

10. French white Rococo blanket
Bow, £229, Newtons Fumiture
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1. Rococo dressing table
and stool, £645

2. La Parisienne bedroom
package, £2097

3. Grandeur Pavone chest
of drawers, £525

Desired Designs

4. Provincial Cheval mirror, £395

i

Rococo Interiors

Renowned for its high quality French furniture, Rococo Interiors

has a wide variety of carefully handmade, reproduction antique
fumiture. Using the finest solid mahogany wood and workmanship,
Rococo Interiors has a varied selection of French and Italian
fumiture available. From beds and dressing tables, to wardrobes and
chaise longues, all fumishings exemplify the French Rococo style

& % & F F FEF R R R R E R FR RN

exceptionally with a range of minimal and flamboyant designs.
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1. Colonial toile de jouy
cushion cover,
£35, im Lawrence

2. Botanic blue dinner plate set,
from £64, Portmeirion

3. Folie Villandry wallpaper,
£120 per 10m roll, Cole and Son

4, Scenictoile
from £2950, Marks and Spencer

R RE R E R RS R R R R E R Rk kb kR kbR

Toile

Keeping to the February theme of romance, i-build brings you
toile de jouy - another classical way to bring an elegant theme
into your new build or renovation. Toile is available in a variety

of colours and can give off a real country-style-living feel to any
home. It can be found in many different prints with the most

+ common being young couples having a picnic under a tree. For a
- real fresh romantic feel, add hints of toile de jouy to your interior.
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A taste of Asia

Inspired by the Chinese New Year? If so,add a
touch of the orient into your new build.

Bookworm

This wooden bookcase is
inspired by the oriental moon
gate design - a poetic moon
shaped form traditionally
used in openings within
Chinese interiors and garden
thresholds.
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Hammered
drums

This two-piece drum set is

a perfect multi-functional
addition to any interior. The
set can be used as additional
seating or tumed the other
way to be used as planters.

I .-1'| k.l-.: b R L -'Ir
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The La Lune sofa is designed
to have a high arc, which is
echoed in the front rail and
gives the arms a low curved
profile. This sofa is available
in a leather or fabric of your
choice with piped or blind
SEams.

4

China black

These willow pattern cushions
are included in Jan Constantines
China Black range. The collection
includes a stunning range of
cushions and throws produced
from luurious wool and linen.
The designs are intricately hand
embroidered versions of the
elaborate willow pattern ceramic
design.

Chinese cabinet
The entire finish on this Chinese
cabinet is clean and sleek,
making it a perfect addition to
any shabby chic or sophisticated
country-style home. This small
cabinet is ideal for any space
and will add a subtle touch of
an oriental design aspect into
your setf-build whilst keeping a
contemporary feel to

your decor.

Light it up

These blue painted lantermns
exude charm with their
distressed exterior and metal
roofing. Each has a latched door
encasing the candles, which
you can reach easily. Perfect for
indoors or on a balmy surnmer
evening in the garden, these
lanterns will help set the mood
and create a luscious ambient
atmosphere.
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ecoHaus Internorm
are the UK'’s
Market Leading

high performance glazing special- At i_:
ists in Self Build, PassivHaus

and Zero Carbon inspired

|
-
=
= 1
1=
= )
- e
| il
¥ -

projects. .-!!\ >
== - I'-..._..-r'"

Sales, Survey, Installation —

NEW HF210 HS330

Nationwide HOMEPURE WINDOW LIFT & SLIDE DOOR
Uw 0.74 Un 0.67

e Timber/Aluminium Composite ¢ Slider upto 3.2mHx 3.0m W
Showrooms

London

e Cost Effective e 54mm Triple Glazed

e 48mm Triple Glazed e | arge Scale Glazing
Surrey e 30 Year Warranty * PassivHaus Compliant
Gloucestershire e Any RAL Colour Outside ¢ Glass to glass corners/joins

tel: 0800 612 6519 web: www.ecohausinternorm.com email: sales@ecohausinternorm.com
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Searching for the ultimate finishing touch?
Check out these elegant statement pieces
that are sure to give your home that glow.

Moulded molecules Tantalising tulips

Add a contemporary statement piece to T —

These delicately curved pieces of glass
can be assembled into a fixture of any
size and colour. The Tulip chandelier

is perfect for entrances, hallways or
bathrooms and is available in three
sizes.

centralise your room. This unique set of black
and gold plated round shades is the perfect
addition to a modern living room, which will
surprise your guests.

Brass ahid plack

The Hexagonal Polished glass chandelier is a
sleek and captivating chandelier that offers
a sophisticated lighting solution. This piece

perfectly combines decorative black glass
finishes and finely sculpted metal work.

Kokets unique Nymph chandelier is produced
from delicate brass butterflies. Bring a touch
of wildlife to your room with this exclusive
chandelier. This 360" design is enjoyable
from any angle.

Blown glass
The San Marco SO13 is homage to Venices

The mother ship

Hudson Furnitures Mother chandelier is an

elegant addition to any room:. It is produced beauty and glass making, This collection
from gloss nickel-plated laser cut rings and is a de-structured restyle of the Venetian
chains. This dramatic piece would complement chandelier; various sizes have been

a cascading stairwell matched with a modular arrangement of

glass pendants to create this exquisite piece.

10
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20 - 21 FEERUARY 2016

After a successful inaugural event in 2015, Build It Live Manchester
will take place for the second time at the Trafford Centre,
from the 20th to 21st February 2016.

0165 Build It Live Manchester exhibition
aims to provide a stress-free route to
creating a truly individual home with the
opportunity to meet self-build experts
who can provide invaluable advice and top tips
for your self-build project. Receive one-to-one
free advice from independent experts on how
to tumn a project into reality including how to find
land, what is possible with and without planning
permission and how to ensure that you have the

right design. Whether its your own personal self-

build development or one for a client, Build It Live
Manchester is sure to provide the ideas, inspiration
and information to drive any project forward.

At this years show you can discover
thousands of cutting-edge and traditional
products and meet over 100 of the North
Wests most innovative suppliers. There are
around 30 information-packed free seminars
and workshops developed to address specific
problems and inspire confidence when taking
on a renovation or building project.

Companies exhibiting at Manchester include:
Potton which offers stylish self-build homes,
Oalkwrights with its bespoke oak framed houses,
and Northcot Brick which is an award-winning
master brick maker. Dulux Design Service will
be tempting visitors with its inspirational and
practical interior design solutions, Byng Joinery
has the latest glazing solutions including bi-fold
doors and Stali will be exhibiting with its quality
timber casernent windows that can be finished
with aluminium cladding, and its internal and
external wooden doors.

There are around
30 information-packed
free seminars and
workshops developed
to address specific

pr oblems

Companies
exhibiting at the
Manchester show

include Northeot Brick



Everything you need to
create your own home

We provide our customers with a unigue one-stop shop service, not only

for coordinating the manufacture and delivery of the timber frame structure,
but also the supply of windows, external doors, internal door sets, stairs,
architrave, skirtings, finishings insulation, plasterboard and a whole lot more.

\\? VaI-U-Therm‘”

THERMAL ENERGY SPEED OF
AIRTIGHTNESS PERFORMANCE EFFICIENCY CONSTRUCTION

f _:"r .
[ ! ) : ‘
I_.I .._'.'
- y
1-\""._-' " 1 i

Building using Val-U-Therm' our high thermal performance,
airtight, closed panel timber frame systems for floors, walls
& roofs minimises the requirement for mirco renewable
technologies by embracing ‘Fabric First’ principles.

scotirame
timber frame | homes

Cumbernauld 01236 861200
Inverurie 01467 624440
Dundee 01382 561772
Inverness 01463 717328
Paignton 01803 267680

www.scotframe.co.uk



process of obtaining permission for such work
can be very lengthy and a free one-to-one
conversation will help you better understand
the obligations and requirements. Remember
to bring plenty of photographs and sketches of
your property with you.

Alongside these officers will be a wide range
of very experienced and competent RIBA
registered architects all with the expertise and
experience to develop your plans to fruition.

You can also listen to lectures on a topic of your
choice at one of the many show talks including:
@ Ask the Expert panel
@ Trace the history of your home
e Damp in traditional buildings
# How to choose the right contractor
@ Energy efficiency

e Traditional paint methods

New for 2016, the Ask The Expert panel will
be on hand to discuss and debate a multitude
of topics regarding owning a listed home. The
panel will be led by LPOC Conservation Officer
Peter Bell and will be joined by experts from The
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings
(SPAB), Historic England, specialist Architect
Purcell and Law Expert Suzanne Bowmnan.

Plus, the whole Listed Property Owners Club
team and will be on hand for you to meet.

Register now via the website to download your

Guidance for A ——
listed properties e

I you are maintaining, altering or renovating your listed home - or
even looking to buy one - The Listed Property Show is hot to be missed!

he Listed Property Show is celebrating Many will be giving practical demonstrations T H E L ‘ S T E D

10 years of providing invaluable including woodcarving, lead work, plasterwork,
inforration, expert advice and practical window and door manufacturing, etc. P RO P E RTY S H OW
tips to listed property owners. Other exhibitors includes English Heritage,

The Listed Property Show, created by The architectural historians as well as many OLYMPIA LONDON 2021 FEBRUARY 201¢€
Listed Property Owners Club, brings you all the commercial suppliers of products particularly HIC HARROGATE |2-13 MARCH 2016
specialist information and expert helpyouneedin ~ suitable for period homes. IN ASSOCIATICN WITH
conserving, renovating or buying a listed property. Save yourself time, money and stress by wwwi.lpoc.co.uk E Histe n

Armn yourself with professional help and advice sharing your plans and drawings with onsite
from the biggest collection of listed property architects, planners and caring builders.
suppliers and specialists during one weekend, under ~ Don't miss your chance to have one-to-one :'”'H“ = H”“”_.“”” ' -“”':
one roof at Olympia London and HIC Harrogate conversations with Independent Conservation E Dates for your dIHI'Y: E
in 2016. This is your chance to gather more Officers and gain all the information you need : 20th to 21st February 2016 - :
information and expert advice inone day thanyou  on laws, insurances, mortgages and grants. : Olympia, London :
can through months of researching on your own There will be three independent conservation + 12 to 13th March 2016 - .
- and tickets are free when downloaded in advance!  officers within the exhibition who will happily : HIC, Harrogate E

Over 150 of the country's leading experts discuss any plans you may have for altering g Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm §

will be at the show to give advice and guidance. or extending your property. We all know the TN NSNS PRI E NSNS RSN e

14
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Magazine Features Showcase Suppliers

The i-build app

www.Fbulldmagazine.com

for iIPhone, 1Pad & Android
Free download available now!

PROJECTS | PRODUCTS | INSPIRATION | INFORMATION

The smarter way to plan, design, and decorate self-build homes. With its easy-to-navigate

format, users can benefit from a variety of useful tools, such as the magazines latest issue,

digital archive, suppliers and newsbank. The App is also synced with SBP Library (sustainable-
buildingproducts.com) providing an essential specification portal.

| Bespoke, reader-friendly features tailored to professionals on the move |
| Timely industry news delivered at the touch of a button |

n u m | Manage print & digital subscriptions |

Search ‘ibuildmagazine
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Discover the latéstin =~
domestic smart technologies

he show will provide visitors with access

to a wealth of practical expert advice and

information through a mix of a high-level

conference, CPD-accredited leaming
hubs and more than 800 exhibitors showcasing
a wide range of new products, materials,
solutions and services.

Day one of Ecobuild 2016 is the show’s
dedicated Homes Day which explores the
most pressing, divisive and important decisions
the industry must take to deliver comfortable,
efficient, resilient places and homes.

Attracting more than 40,000 industry
professionals fromn across the whole supply
chain each year, Ecobuild is the leading
exhibition and conference for the UK
construction and energy market. The 2016 event
will see an evolved proposition for the event to
focus on areas of industry growth and market
priorities such as housing, infrastructure, next
generation innovation, technology and people.

The backbone of Ecobuilds Homes Day is
provided by a provocative and controversial
conference programme that covers property
issues ranging from the challenges of refurb and
retrofit to the commercial viability of ultra-low
cost and low energy homes.

Professor Phil Jones, Chairman of Architectural
Science at Cardiff University, is one of the day’s

dynamic speakers. Prof Jones led the team which
developed SOLCER, the UI(s first purpose-built,
low-cost energy smart house which is capable of
exporting more energy to the national electricity
grid than it uses. The property was built for a
mere £100,000.

With each session designed to give a glimpse
at the future of housebuilding and home
creation, Colin Usher, Director of john McCall
Architects, provides a presentation on “Living for
Tomorrow |, in which he offers common sense
solutions to low-energy, cost-effective future
living. In 2014, John developed a house which
runs on a utilities bill of just £15 per year.

The itinerary

Ecobuild 2016 will also feature six CPD-
accredited learning hubs; Building Performance,
Design, Energy, #BuildCircular, Infrastructure
Revolution and Digital Building. A highly-
provoking seminar programme, it will provide
visitors and exhibitors with the know-how to do
their jobs better and the business case to help
thermn make more informed decisions to address
these challenges.

The programme will be delivered by industry
leading figures and organisations including
Architype, Glenn Howells Architects, Marks &
Spencer, British Land, Jones Lang LaSalle, BRE,

= ___

ICE, Zero Carbon Hub and Willmott Dixon
Energy Services.

Ecobuild 2016 will focus on two further
streams after the opening Homes Day. The
second day looks at Architecture, exploring the
changing role of the architect, the importance
of architecture across the built environment,
the need for change and some of the most
interesting and inspiring architectural projects.

Day three is devoted to Next Generation
and looks at how smart technology, changing
dermographics and wellness will drive design and
construction in the future as well as how we will
address the skills gap and attract young talent to
the industry.

Reflecting the construction industry, Ecobuild
is constantly evolving; ensuring that it continues
to provide relevant, dynamic content and create
opportunities to make new connections.

Ecobuild 2016 is co-located with Resource, the
leading resource efficiency event. Both take place
from 8th to 10th March at Londons ExCeL. [

www.ecobuild.co.uk

ecobuiild
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Subtle, elegant lines form an unexpected opening, the surprise of a door where
before there was a wall.

Frameless : hinged doors, pocket doors, riser doors, skirtingboard.

SYN T Es I s@I Collection

www.eclisse.co.uk
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Loving
“the hight

18

= n the nineteenth century, under the influence
of the Gothic revival and latterly the Arts and

Crafts movement, stained glass escaped
.. from churches and cathedrals and started
appearing in ordinary homes. The staircase
window was a particularly popular spot for a
little decorative glass, and remained so until the
1940s. These days, of course, the clean lines
of modernism have banished such fripperies -
unless, like us, you have a passion for the Arts and
Crafts movernent and delight in the possibilities
of manipulating light through coloured glass.

Far from banishing stained glass, we have
gone as far as we possibly can in the other
direction and created a four metre high stained
glass window, rising up the two floors of our
stairwell, where a curving staircase is yet to
be built. We started making the panels of this
window before we began building the house,
nearly two years ago, and have only recently
finished the task. The expression ‘labour of love’
for once seems entirely appropriate.

We started out at a beginners class at the
Working Mens College in north London, where
master Stained Glass-Designer Edward Burne
Jones once taught. The basic skills of stained
glass making are relatively easy to master so we
were soon able to begin our ambitious nine-
panel window for our Arts and Crafts inspired
house. The design is abstract: a rising arc of light
moving through earth greens to sky blues with
a burst of heavenly red-orange appearing at
the top.

Happily you don't need many tools to make
stained glass. Just a glass cutter, pliers to nibble
off any ragged edges from the pieces of cut
glass, and a soldering iron to join up the pieces
after the edges have been wrapped in copper
foil. You begin with a cartoon drawn on paper
and cut the pieces accordingly, scoring the glass
along the lines of the cartoon then tapping the
ends of the lines to create points of weakness,

before snapping the glass in two. Easy really,
once youve got the hang of it, though designing
something non-figurative and abstract with no
curving lines proved to be a good move.

We installed the window over the New Year
holiday. This involved building a secondary
oak frame to sit in front of the existing triple-
glazed window that went in when the buildings
structural timber frame went up back in 2014.
We then carefully slotted each of the panels in
place, one on top of the other, and filled any
gaps between the panels with lead-coloured
silicone. The window faces east so we get the
morning light. As this is the middle of winter, this
light doesnt exactly stream in, but its still a joy to
behold. Everyday we see something new.

The window has transformed the house. What's
more, it didn't really cost that much, as we made it
ourselves: just the cost of the lead and the many
and various pieces of glass that we incorporated.
A cheap thrill, you might say, but one that will
keep us smiling for the rest of our lives.

. The basic skills of stained
glass making are relatively easy
to master

v The design s abstract: a
rising arc of light moving through
earth greens to sky blues with
a burst of heavenly red-orange

appearing at the top
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08-10 MARCH 2016 EXCEL LONDON

Evolving with the building industry
Here’s what’s NEW for 2016

e New show layout « CPD accredited learning hubs -

i . Building Performance, Design, Energy,

* 1,000s of innovations from over 800 Infrastructure Revolution, Digital Building
exhibitors and #BuildCircvular

* The latest thinking at the conference, « Ground breaking interactive features
covering hot topics - Homes,

and prodvuct showcases
Architecture & Next Generation

Register for your ticket:
www.ecobuvild.co.uk

Co-located with resource

THE LEADING EVENT FO® THE CIRCULAR ECOMORMY

GOVERMNMMENT LEAD AEEEARCH & LEAD SUPPORTERGS: OFFIGIAL COCRGANISED BY:
PARTHER: PARTHNER: INNOVATION CHARITY:
PARTNER:

ﬁ 4% UK GREEN = : v
¢ Trac "::ﬁ' .'; : _.':‘:,_.,_ {I' L r e Ar) L‘_::" i — ;“h &_'f-?i. TH
s | @ERK | bre | RIBA#Y @meskz- B ¥ S

e 5 TRUST CENTRE
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o ECOBUILD IS ISO 20121 SUSTAINABLE EVENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM CERTIFIED




t

-

1EWDPOIN

V

«F

WY gy

=

Hh* “ ‘.'l"\..‘l -‘\ ‘."':.‘:n :."ik *'. "i, _.‘I !
: A e SR N S AR T
B o e o T LA DR IR R W,

] . My
N e s, iR Lo
W T Tk t-‘.'l. .
e T ke VR

Tyn
: A A
ke R ettt i

T
Ehg -

1son

el

1

Wk T R

A ol oy Ay L AN
Ty Ay, By R ..ir'!u-;{ﬂm:hrﬁv:ﬁ{\'ﬁ.

S Th 0 T T T T T

| 7 he construction sector in general
has had a faster than anticipated

recovery in 2013 and 2014, after a

“"double dip” recession in 2012. Itis
forecast to increase by 4.9% in 2015, with final
figures still to be published. This is a healthy
growth rate demonstrative of a healthy
industry. However, concern for the custom-
build property market remains, despite a
modest increase in planning applications
across 2015.

=

con construction data expert Barbour
e current state of the custom-build market.

=\

Custom-build planning applications in
2015 for new homes continued to lag with
just under 18,000 submitted, 30% below
the historic 2010 peak figure. Our latest data
shows that custom-build planning applications
in 2015 were the second lowest for eight
years, with only 2014 faring worse. These
figures are more surprising considering the
apparent turn-around over the last two years
within the housing market.

The custom home build industry turns over

£4b a year and provides a substantial amount
to the national economy. In October 2015

the Government released a new Housing

and Planning Bill that they hoped will spark a
national transformation from ‘generation rent
into generation buy with a target of building
20,000 custom-build homes a year by 2020.

The statistics

With a Government-backed £350m boost to
funding for custom-build and a commitment



Above: 15,000 planning
permissions were submitted
last vear for self-build

Topright: Time will tell as to
whether the recent removal
of red-tape will develop

Into an increase of spades

in the ground for self-build

properties

Right: The Government s
target is to double the amount
of self-built homes by 2020

to removing the main barriers that hold back many
thousands of custom-build projects every year, the
news is not encouraging that self-build planning
applications are still below the levels that they were in
the midst of the recession.

The latest statistics for England and Wales show
that the number of housing completions were
130,690 for the financial year 2014 /15, an increase
of 10.6% on the previous year. With just 18,000
planning permissions submitted last year for self-
build, the figure suggests that there is not enough
interest in custom-build to have a serious impact
on improving housing stock across the UK currently,
particularly as the country is estimated to need
250,000 homes to keep pace with demographic
changes.

Construction forecasts

However with the recent changes that have come
into force, such as councils freeing up more land for
custom-build and an increase in grants available,

this should have a positive effect on the forecasted
number of self-build applications in 2016. While the
modest increase in 2015 is welcome there is still a
long way to go for these types of properties to make
any significant impact on the current housing crisis in
the UK.

The residential sector has been the key driver of
the construction industry’s recent growth and this
continued in 2015. However, custom-build did not
have a major impact on the residential sector’s
dorninance in 2015, with many of the schemes and
cutting of the red-tape still trying to work its way
through parliament in 2016. The Government’s target
is to double the amount of self-built homes by 2020.
Only time will tell as to whether the recent removal of
red-tape will develop into an increase of spades in the
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ground for self-build properties.

The latest construction forecasts for overall
residential are positive, predicting that output will
increase by 10% in 2015, falling back to 5% growth
by 2016 and to 2% by 2017 and beyond. The extent
to which this solves the "housing crisis’ remains open
to debate however, the state of custom-build and its
future impact is still up in the air. I

www.barbour-abi.com




& oy
e ._h*:'!..
l.h-'-
sl - —
T " e
e ™ - . - - - .-:l.‘_‘.;.ﬂ'
= s L5 -
—_—cy i ..
- E 5 r T
i : -
" . [ h -4

e T N A i e
S e e F - i R e L e e o T,

Following recent floods that caused damage to many UK
properties, Andrew Reardon, Senior Selfbuild Account Handler at
self-build insurance policy expert ProAktive Selfbuild, stresses the
importance of protecting your self-build site and structure.

« he risks a property can face differ
depending on where it is built. An inner
city property is more susceptible to
theft and malicious damage. While a

more rural property can suffer from weather
related claims such as storm.

With the unpredictable nature of British
weather you never know what you might face
therefore it's vital to protect your dream home

right from the very start of your build.

Once you exchange on your plot of land or
property you are responsible for the insurance

on it, in the trade known as self-build insurance.

Initially with the plot of land there is only a
small chance of a claim occurring. However
should an accident occur onsite for which you
are held responsible (this includes trespassers)
the claims can run into a great deal of money

which can delay your build or make it financially

impossible to complete it.
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If your building project is a renovation or
extension there are additional initial risks.
Unoccupied properties do attract unwanted
attention and are often stripped of anything
of value such as copper piping and lead. It's
therefore important to note that normal home
insurance or an unoccupied buildings policy
is not appropriate. These types of policies
will have an exclusion clause for a property
undergoing structural work or large scale
renovation. A property left unoccupied for
more than 60 days will either have no cover at
all or restricted to fire only, therefore if a claim
occurs it is unlikely to be covered. Unoccupied
properties are also prone to malicious damage
and in the cold weather may lead to water
claims caused by frozen pipes which can go
undetected for days.

Once your contractor is in place and works start

onsite they will probably provide some cover.
As a minimum they should have liability cover
however there are some grey areas with that. It
may be the case that when they leave site the
insurance goes with themn, so when the property
is at its most vulnerable at night and over the
weekend no cover would be in place. It may also
be the case that they carry insurance for your
materials once they arrive onsite depending on
the type of insurance they have however, if you
are sourcing and buying some of the materials
yourself your contractor cannot cover these and
you will need to insure them yourself.

ProAktive provides comprehensive self-
build insurance for new builds, extensions
and renovation/conversion work.

I



Building A Mortgage Free Home"”

Plum Pictures, the creators of George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces, are looking
for people to take part in an inspiring new series that follows individuals who
plan to build their own home and become mortgage free in the process.

You could be selling your home and then using the proceeds or using your
savings to complete your own mortgage free self build project.

Whether your budget is £5000 or £150,000 we want to hear from you.

Please email your name, contact details and a rough outline of your build plans to;

murtgagefree@plumplctures co.uk
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< PanelGrip° Wrcoesis

Glass Balustrade System ' FREE

3 z i & # CATAL OGUE
Major innovation making A\ nNowr

it as easy as ...1, 2, 3!

V4.

v

lLocate = Lock = leave =P

The PanelGrip® System changes the
rules of glass balustrading, utilising

a unigue high performance clamping
mechanism combined with a patented
Shoe Moulding to simplify installation

st Suppliers of British grown
| | timber products
MAJOR INSTALLATION ADVANTAGE:

SIMPLY ADJUST AND RE-ADJUST, As one of Britain’s largest hardwood Vastern Timber
NO SPECIAL TOOLS REQUIRED! : - sawmills, we offer a range of Wootton Bassett
' sustainable timber products including:  Viltshire

. » Structural oak beams & Plege fag 20
< PRO-RAILING » Oak, sweet chestnut & cedar cladding = S3es@vastem.co.uk

s » Solid English hardwood flooring Studiay, Wiltshire

. ‘ D4 7
Competitively priced and probably the best glass balustrade system that money can buy * Naturally durable timber decking +0lesg B iy
t 01708 25 35 45 @ proralling@brundle.com 3 www.thbrundle.co.uk PUSHER S QL rebsioe: Tor s A rangs, vastern.co.uk
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Cracking the code

Richard Green, Managing Director of Deluxe Developers, has
used his extensive knowledge of sustainable technologies to

build his own truly energy-efficient family home.
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home. He explains: “Renewable systems are at the heart Above: Renewable systems are
at the heart of Cedar Barn

of Cedar Barn, and is one of the main factors behind us

achieving a nil bill' home. Below: The building's overall
aesthetic is remarkably

“Specifications were influenced by the site. For RERE, :
sympathetic to its rural setting

example, we were able to install a ground source heat
pump solution in the paddock for heating and hot
water. We installed several elements such as underfloor
heating, cat 6 cabling throughout, and 100% LED
lighting plus advanced technical systems to run and
monitor the home's performance”

Performance beyond expectations

Thanks to the installation of this advanced system,
Richard has noticed Cedar Barn has performed well
beyond his projections: “Cedar Barn is all electric,
generating 14.5kW from the latest thin-film solar

PV panels. By applying passive house principles, we
produce, annually, three times the electricity required by
the property.”

Despite inclusion of high tech, mod-cons designed to
help achieve a truly efficient home, the building’s overall
aesthetic is remarkably sympathetic to its rural setting.
Cedar Barn is a timber-framed, part limestone and part

_— g

cedar-clad home, set within a courtyard of limestone : ' el s o RIS R

farm barn residential conversions of various sizes.
“The interior of Cedar Barn is conternporary by

design,” comments Richard. “A large lounge with wood

26




burner is the centre of our family home, with a dining Below: Cedar Barnisa
timber-framed, part limestone

room and kitchen all south-facing over the beautiful
and part cedar-clad home

surrounding countryside.
“Also on the ground floor is a large L-shaped hall,

cloakroom/shower room, home office, plant room and a
roomy two-car garage. J.:; ',;} ! )! i ” H [
“We have five bedrooms on the first floor, with two "?r il 18 f f"'“f ;( e,

IR LT
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en-suites and a main bathroom. Also on the first floor e [l Al il ,I :I;""a' (L Py F—
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For the Green family, the finished building is
everything they hoped it would be and much more.

Richard enthuses: “Cedar Barn is so comfortable. It gives

LY

a positive reaction the moment you see it. Performance-
wise, it is just the same. With a modern and homely

feel inside, it is a real family home costing very little to
run. | would say our favourite thing about Cedar Barn is
the space! There is space for storage, transitional space
in the landings and hallways, space in the bathrooms/

bedrooms and for entertaining.”

|
i

Natural surroundings

In contrast to the modern interior scheme, Cedar Barns

exterior landscaping exquisitely complements the

natural surroundings, with features such as a natural

pond and waterfall. Richard reveals: “We did work with

an environmental and ecological consultant who

provided a substantial list of plants and trees suitable >
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for the site. Interestingly, the points awarded
for the environment was part of achieving the
Code Level 6

Providing such a valuable asset to
the Hanslope landscape, Cedar Barn
dernonstrates that self-build is not all about
statement’ architecture. It's about well-
considered decision-making that inevitably
makes your home work the way you want it
to. As a final thought to aspiring self-builders
about to embark on their own challenge,
Richard concludes: “Principally do your
research and planning very carefully with
as much detail as possible - not only on
the construction and the methodology but
also on the finished house. Regarding the
construction, without a good knowledge of the
building process, project management is best

left to the professionals.” [

www.deluxedevelopers.co.uk

Above; There is space for
storage plus transitional space
in the landings and hallways

Right: A large lounge with
wood burner is the centre of

the family home




Choosing a solar Thermal system is the most cost

effective and environmentally friendly solution

for your home. There is a large selection to choose

from out there but really only one choice.

At Begetube our innovative heating panels are
completely copper based — no aluminium fins,
this allows for a more effective heat transfer
making the panels more efficient.

There is also a massively reduced risk of
dissimilar metal corrosion which is known

Contact us now for more information

to impair the efficiency, this is a common
occurrence in copper/aluminium hybrid
systems.

Our panels are also fully solar keymarked and
MCS accredited and are therefore available for
RHI Payments where applicable.

If you then factor in our now legendary
technical know-how and back up you have a
headache free installation and years of worry
free operation.

Tel 01463 246600 - Email info@begetube.co.uk - Fax 01463 246624

Begetube Heating Systems * 14 Carsegate Road

Inverness * IV3 BEX

BEGETUBE | =0LAR THERMA



‘Urban Sanctuary

A gap In the market

When architects David Liddicoat and Sophie Goldhill, the partners
of Liddicoat & Goldhill, began market research for a separate private
housing venture, little did they know they would discover the
perfect plot for their own modest home.

N2 a
L'[i

= twasnt the typical start to a self-build

journey, as the couple explains: “We
hadn't planned to build our own home

- together, it was something that happened

whilst we were working for other practices

on high-end residential projects for private

clients and complex urban social housing

developments. We were keen to extend this

experience into building more modest single

houses.
“We took this idea and said, well actually
lets run with it, as we wanted to get onto the

property ladder but couldn't find anything that
we both liked or could afford”

As with all self-build projects, finding the
site was not an easy ride, as David reveals:
“We cycled around London, exploring the
backstreets and peering over fences, looking for
a forgotten scrap of land. We knew we could
only afford a site that was too challenging for
developers or ‘Grand Designs hopefuls.

“We had been looking for a project for about
three months and then we finally came across
this strip of land, a derelict gap at theend of a

terrace in Camden. At only 390ft?, it seermed
almost impossibly small but in an excellent
central location.”

Despite finding the perfect plot, the couples
dream was still a long way off. David explains:
“When we found the site, we carried out a
quick search revealing that planning had been
refused twice.

“The location is in the fiercely-protected
Carmden Square Conservation Area but we
knew the project could only become a reality
through our skills of designing in historic areas,
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and negotiating with neighbours and local planners. We
soon snapped it up for just £75,000 with the belief that
we would be able to create something quite spectacular
and get the go-ahead from the planners.

“"We initially put in an application for a very small

three-story house with one level as a basement, and
received planning permission on first attempt. However,
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we went back to the drawing board after realising that
we could squeeze some extra square footage out of an
adjacent site. We managed to secure some more land
(part of someones back garden) for an extra £20,000.
“We then submitted a reapplication for a three-story
house in London stock brick and another for cross-
laminated timber. After discussing both applications with
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the planner, we decided to run with something
a bit grittier and more industrial locking that
was representative of the local aesthetic and
heritage of the area. The coal-like brick facade
eventually did it and we were granted planning-
permission.”

Overall, the buildings design was dictated by
the heritage and aesthetic of the local area and
of course budget, as David explains: "Because
our budget was so tight, we had always planned

to carry out as much of the work as possible

ourselves. The budget also limited our palette
to primary materials.

“The tiny plot drove the design brief to a
certain extent but in the four years we were
doing the job, we were able to constantly
rework every last little cormer of the scheme.
Rather than producing all of the drawings at the
beginning and then building it, we were able to
visit the site every day and work out how things
needed to change and adapt them in order to
improve the project”

The couples vision for their new home
was inspired by a set of architects in Japan
- renowned for producing miniature urban
homes. Whats more, David had always dreamt
of building a generic small city house. The
home’s location - located behind Kings Cross,
Pancras - is steeped in sooty industrial heritage.
It is where the railway cuttings used to be and
previously home to a builders yard.

Working in quite a confined space, David and
Sophie were keen to experiment with the space
they had available. Sophie comments: “In order
to give a sense of space to what could feel

€ Keith Collie
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like very constrained rooms, it was important for us to
modulate the sections and vary the ceiling heights.

“Getting as much light into the inner spaces was also
key. By changing the floor level and building roofs at
different heights, they created a range from 3mm in the
living room to 2.1m in the entrance area. This allowed us
to give each space its own sound quality and sense of
cosiness or airiness.”

To ensure the project ran as smoothly as possible it
was decided that either David or Sophie would take on
the role of project manager. David kept his job as it made
better sense financially, while Sophie quit hers to take on
the role of project manager.

The couple were essentially the client, the architect,
project manager and builder rolled into one, which was
exhausting. Sophie remarks: "Our days involved 6 oclock
starts and manual onsite labour, while evenings were
spent at home making any tweaks to the design”

The end result is The Shadow House, built inside and
out in slim-format Dutch engineering brick - a robust
material with a dedicated brick glaze. Interior structure
and window reveals are in raw larch, while polished
concrete floors flow between each of the rooms.

“One small luxury that we allowed ourselves,’
comments David, “was to buy two slabs of bookmatched
Statuarietto marble, which we used throughout the
house as a reflective contrast to the brick walls. The
whole design revolves around this play of light and dark;

& Tom Gildon

& Tom Gildon




carefully controlled moments of intensity and
quiet shadow. We wanted to create interior
spaces with maximum emotional effect”

This desire is reflected in the bright first floor
bathroom. It has a huge sheer glass ceiling (which
needed to be craned into place) that contrasts

i€ Keith Collie

with the intense atmosphere of the living spaces.
David continues: “We playfully carved space
into the walls for everyday clutter; the TV and its

Urban Sanctuary

cables are concealed behind a black glass wall, the
toilet roll has its own marble niche and the washing
machine is in a secret cupboard behind the toilet.
Discreet storage fills every spare comer while the
kitchen extract is buried into the brickwork.
“Because it was such a small house, it was
really important for us to think about all of our
possessions and where we were going to keep
them. For example, by using the undermeath
of the bath area for storage, we've been able to
reclaim the floor space for use. The bathroom is
only 2.5 x 1.5m so for this reason we have used a
Japanese bath, which is just over a metre squared.
“We also designed our own fittings and
furnishings; the minimalist Zero larch bedframe;
furniture cabinetry in elm; stainless steel, marble
and spray lacquered matt doors; The Shadow
Lamp, a granite and laser-cut timber table light;
soft fumishings using amazing African fabrics,
Nyaradza bedspread and Akwasidee cushions”
With the support of the local community
and a very hands-on approach, the couple
have delivered an exceptional home that truly
makes the most of available light and space.
Sophie comments: “We learnt a great deal and
even though the process is extremely time
consuming and tiring, its very exciting. Weve
even committed to another self-build project,
which is completing this Spring.
“Building your own home can be profitable

financially, although everything you don't put

in in money terms you make up for in blood,
sweat and tears. We definitely recommend the
process of building your own home - a lot of
tenacity and energy is required, but it is a truly

satisfying experience”

Polished concrete
floars flow between each of
the rooms
R S oy, BETE, LR T S
t: The bathroom is only
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Abowve: The format and
size of tile vou use will
dictate the tvpe of detailing
vou can achleve

A brief guide
to roofing

Choosing the roof you want on your custom-build home

can seem like a minefield and is one of the most important
aspects of the design process. David Patrick, Head of Marketing
at Redland, discusses the merits of pitched roofing for residential
properties and has some top tips for choosing your next roof.

Below: The pitched roof is
shll the most effective way
of protecting your home
from the elements

he pitched roof is by far the most used thing that needs to be considered is the pitch; it
is what will determine the style and type of tile

that can be used, as well as the design detailing

style for residential buildings across the
country and has survived centuries of

innovation and change. This is because you are able to achieve. The most common pitch
the pitched roof is still the most effective way is between 35 and 45 degrees, meaning that
of protecting your home from the elements. virtually all tiles can be laid at this angle. Once

When building a pitched roof the number one you go below this pitch, you will become even
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more restricted in tile choice the lower you go.

When deciding on a roof design, it is
important to check whether there are any
planning restrictions in your area that may
prohibit the use of a particular style or material.
This is most relevant in historical towns and
villages where the local authority will want to
ensure that an overall architectural aesthetic is
maintained. If there are no such constraints, it is
rmore than likely that you will want to choose a
tile that will match the facade of the house.

The format and size of tile you use will
dictate the type of detailing you can achieve.

If you are locking for something a little more
versatile, it is better to choose a Plain Tile rather
than an interlocking tile. It all depends on the
effect you are looking to achieve and how
much you want to spend.

Once you have decided on all of the above,
its time to think about the specification. Most
manufacturers, including Redland, will have a
specification service to help with this. As part of
our services, we will not only tell you how many
tiles that will be needed, but also the fittings
and components that you will require. The
recent change in the British Standard for Slating
and Tiling, BS 5534, last year resulted in far
more stringent requirements for the fixing of
tiles and fittings. Your SpecMaster specification,
if followed properly, will ensure that the roof
will meet these current standards and will often
come with a manufacturers guarantee.

There are so many things to consider when
building a roof that it can seem a bit overwhelming
at times. However there are a number of tools and
services at your fingertips. At Redland, we have a
wealth of information and tools available on our
website and a specialist Technical Sclutions team
to assist with the more complex queries. [

www.redland.co.uk
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Furniture

Sleep easy

Building your dream home is a
fantastic achievement. Despite the
hurdles and challenges, seeing your
vision come to fruition is a rewarding
experience and is welcomed with
open arms. Yet for children, the
change of surroundings and fear

of the unknown might seem a
daunting prospect.

tis human nature to seek ownership of a space. From

childhood right through to our adult stage of life, we desire

somewhere that feels safe and is familiar territory; therefore
it is no surprise that, for children in particular, moving
home can be at first a stressful and unsettling experience.

In this dedicated furniture focus, i-build highlights a
selection of fun and quirky bedroom solutions, which
might just help ease those new home nerves.

Innovations in childrens beds have enabled these spaces
to really come to life. Available in all different sorts of
shapes, sizes and configurations, beds can add a personal
touch to a bedroom. Fun, practical and space-saving options
can be very affordable and could make all the difference
when occupants are acclimatising to their new environment.

Ideal for space optimisation, the triple trundle bed
solution by Clever (supplied by www.myitalianliving.com)
is an innovative concept which features a quirky, playful
design. Suitable for children aged 8-16, the set contains a
triple truckle bed, bridge wardrobe and tall bookcase. The
bright, contemporary ‘Red’ hue makes an instant impact
and enables its users to take ownership of the space.

Box beds also offer plenty of character. With soft lines
and a lacquered finish, the Spanish furniture range from
Nubie is the ideal sleeping companion for any child.

The range comes in over 16 stunning colours and can

be accompanied by matching bedroom furniture. Eight
large drawers are perfect to keep safe toys and treasures
- but are also handy storage solutions for those parents
who prefer rooms neat and tidy.

Luxury living specialist e-side has introduced another
innovative concept - behold the bed with multiple
functions designed to grow as both the child and family
grows. The 10 Bunk Pod is an all-in-one, space-saving
place for children to sleep, store and study.

This clever bunk pod can be configured in many ways
to suit a whole host of needs - use as a single bunk bed
that houses a self-contained workstation and shelving
unit beneath; a standard bunk bed that sleeps two; or as
two standalone single beds.

Crafted from smooth, sustainable and sturdy
Scandinavian birchwood and laminated for extra




resilience, the Bunk Pod exemplifies the typical 10 Kids
Design aesthetic.

With grooved panelling, clean lines and gentle curves,
the Charterhouse solution from ASPACE has a touch of
effortless style for the more discerning childs bedroom.
These beautiful bunk beds come in five classic colours,
from soft whites and neutral taupe to Prussian blue and
a lovely dark grey, all with a gorgeous silky finish.

The bunks are made from solid pine and composites,
with panelled head and foot ends. The sturdy lean to
ladder can be positioned at either end to suit their room.
The beds can be easily spilt into two full sized single
beds, to give another option for sleeping arrangements
when the time comes for a change.

Whatever your new property’s decor or size, there are
a whole host of bedroom solutions to help your little

ones feel more at home. =

www.e-side.co.uk
www.myitalianliving.com

www.aspace.co.uk
www.nubie.co.uk

Left: The Charterhouse solution from
ASPACE has a touch of effortless stvie
Below: Ideal for space optimisation, the
triple trundle bed solution by Clever 15 an
mnovative concept

Below left: A box bed from Nubie is the
ideal sleeping companion for any child
Bottom: e-side's [0 Bunk Pod is an all-in-
one, space-saving place for children to
sieep, store and study

Furniture



Kitchens, Bedrooms & Bathrooms
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with mspiration

Forward thinking company Mira Showers

vl recently brought together a panel of experts
to reveal eight must-have bathroom trends
to look out for this year.
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n its most recent Moment Masters
discussion, Mira brought together a panel of
experts including its own Industrial Design
Director Simon Browning, Sally Nettleton
and Sarah Shepherd from TrendPulse, Digital
Expert Will Brocklebank, Interior Designer
Richard Randall and Heloisa Righetto from
WGSN to discuss the prominent themes and
trends that will be found in homes this year.
Frorn this discussion eight new bathroom trends
have emerged for your home. From finishes to
colour palettes and technology, you can expect a
vast development in the bathroom design industry.
The first trend covered at Miras Moment
Masters discussion was the use of the blurring of
boundaries in the home. In 2016 the home will no
longer be formed of self-contained rooms. Instead,
the house will be percieved as a whole, with light
and space being created by bringing the outside in
and generating a sense of flow between the rooms.
Over the years the bathroom has become
a place where we want to spend time, rather
than it being a necessity in the home. This
rmovement will bring an increased emphasis
on finishes within the room, with taps and tiles
becoming the focal points of the space.
Throughout the last year, consumers desire for
products has been driven by the reinventing craft,
with young designers using traditional technigques
to manipulate modem materials. Taking
inspiration from spas, Mira and the team from its
Moment Masters discussion expect consumers
to bring this form of craft to their own homes,
using foliage to generate that sense of calm and
serenity that is visually present in luxurious spas.

Technology and texture

Texture and natural finishes will take a front seat

in 2016 bathroomn trends. The bathroom is
predicted to contrast the clinical minimalism found
in the kitchen, with the use of wood and texture to
recreate the look and finish of various materials. It
will no longer be a scary place for delicate itermns, as
raterial developrments allow us to have products
in the bathroom that would not have been existent
in bathroom decor in previous years.

This year expect a grey colour palette to
overtake the traditional taupe palette that is often
found in traditional bathroom schemes. The use
of warm finishes, including gold, copper and brass,
that were present last year in other commmon
areas of the household - such as the kitchen - will
contrast against pastel colours. Neutral bases will
also be prevalent in the coming year. Brass metal
will be the primary choice as a finish and will be
complemented with the use of soft pastel colours
and pinks, alongside concrete finishes.



Right: This year expect a grey

colour palette to overtaxe the

traditional taupe

Left: The Mira Vision Dual
enables the user to set the water
temperature without being in the

bathroom

Below: Eizht new bathroom
trends have emerged from Mira's

Moment Masters discussion

The inclusion of products and features that
enable us to adjust the mood of our home wiill
allow us to maximise the space we have. Small
portable accessories in the bathroom will be
imperative in creating these adaptable spaces.
Whether it be the lighting, temperature or
water pressure, we like to be in control of our
property, and these features will enable us to
personalise our home.

The ‘Connected Home' will feature
heavily in 2016, with the constant access to
information enabling us to make changes
to the home without actually being present.
From eco and cost saving, to general
ambience and lifestyle choices, these
technological developments are changing the

way we live. The balance between futuristic
technology and products which are accessible
to everyone will be extremely important.

The Mira Vision Dual enables the user to set
the water temperature without being in the
bathroom, while interactive apps will allow us
to feed our pets whilst in the office.

Personal preference

Our homes will no longer be for show; design

narrative will be used to demonstrate individual
personalities. This increased confidence with
design means that choices will be made on
personal preferences. Global influence has
allowed inspiration to be taken from around
the world, with trends becoming functional and

able to fit into everyday lifestyles rather than
simply for design purposes.

This year retailers such as John Lewis will lead
the surge in inspiring and assisting us in the
personalisation of the home. The explanation
of products that are available and how their
technology can help improve specific rooms
will become an increasingly popular service.

The development of bespoke items means
that technology needs to be beautiful and
practical at the same time. The story behind
the creation of the product will be fundamental
in the decision of whether or not it will be
purchased. Il

www.mirashowers.co.uk
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Write 1t down

Paint is constantly progressing. From magnetic paint to writable
paint, innovative methods are coommonly being used in paint
solutions. John Stephans, CEO of IdeaPaint, explains the benetfits
of using erasable paint in your self-build or renovation project.

oday, one in five employees work from

home. As these workers look to create

efficient and creative spaces in their

homes, having writable surfaces to plan
and collaborate top the list of must-haves.
Driven by the trend established by major
innovators like Google, Facebook and Uber,
having writable surfaces in the office and beyond
is a way to take creativity and organisation to

the next level. Installing writable surfaces can
showecase the innovation of a builder, as well as
offer clever add-ons and features that can help
to make a home more desirable to buyers.

The home office - the home office can
greatly benefit from the addition of writable
surfaces. Once installed, walls become a
canvas to brainstorm, plan and create. In
addition, clear coat writable paints allow for

Left: The home office
can greatly benefit
from the addition of
witable surfaces

Below left: Help
children embrace their
creativity and inner
artist by transforming
the walls into an area
where they can write

the full benefit of writable surfaces without
sacrificing colour schemes.

The kitchen - the to-do list just got an instant
upgrade. When homeowners create a space
for a writable surface in the kitchen, it becomes
the hub for all messages. Grocery lists, weekly
schedules, recipe planning.. the possibilities
to communicate and plan more efficiently are
endless in this primary family room.

The playroom - kids love to draw on the
walls, so why fight it? Help them embrace their
creativity and inner artist by transforming the
walls into an area where they can write, doodle
and draw to their hearts content. Or try covering
desks, tables and other furniture with a writable
surface to allow them the freedom to create.

The children's bedroom - afterschool
homework doesn't have to be stressful. IdeaPaint
has learned through its vast network of teachers
that children feel more confident and happy
when they are working through homework
on a large erasable surface. Why? Because
the wall gives children the freedom to make
ristakes without feeling insecure. Also, parents
and children can work together on the wall in
harmony. You can also use dry erase paint on
bedroom doors to leave messages and create
calendars.

Taking the time to install writable surfaces as
part of the initial self-build not only showcases
the builder as innovative and forward-thinking,
but is also a great way to add value by making the
home feel more livable and welcoming. These
little touches can make a home stand-out. ]

www.ldeapaint.com
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Drainage & Wastewater

If a self builder decides to build a property on an
area that has previously been flooded, its vital that
they take the proper precautions to ensure that
flooding wither doesn't happen again.

With the help of The Water Gate, homeowners
can be assured an extra level of protection,
as Simon Crowther of Flood Protection
Solutions explains.
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Hopoding is the g gest threat
the UK farces

chimate change

looding is the biggest threat the UK faces as a

result of climate change. A warmer atmosphere

can hold more moisture, which means rainfall

and storms can be more intense. Alongside
this, as sea water warms, it expands.

A recent study published in Geophysical Research
Letters, found human activities responsible for 87% of
the sea level rise which has occurred since 1970. Using
the most recent data, even with stringent carbon dioxide
emission reductions, sea level rise could still exceed
60cm by the end of the century.

This winter we have had multiple ‘unprecedented’
floods; perhaps a sign of things to come.

Being flooded is horrible. Filthy brown water
devastates the ground floor of your house, and insurance
claims run into tens of thousands of pounds. You are
likely to be out of the house for around 9 months whilst
it is repaired. By planning ahead, you can minimise the
risk of this happening to your home.

Before starting a building project, check your flood risk,
but remember - anywhere it can rain, it can flood.

Houses are naturally porous and water is likely to
enter through the weakest points. A study showed
300l/minute of water could enter the average property
through the bricks alone.

It may be possible to build the ground up above the
flood level. Try to keep the water away from your property.
This could be done using walls, or perhaps a product like
the Water-Gate barrier. Purnps are often overlooked, but
groundwater flooding is recognised as a significant source
of flooding in the UK. If you have one foot of rain (as
Cumnbria recently did) this is one foot of rain either side of
your flood defences, so pumps must be in place to deal
with it. It is also important not to forget to fit a non-retum
valve to your sewerage. Some people do not realise they
are flooding until sewage starts backing up out of the toilets.

Flood defences reduce the risk of flooding, but
do not remove it. Flooding and its effects are always
unpredictable and can vary from property to property.
Flood resilience is therefore important too. Consider
having electric sockets raised up, and having ceramic
floor tiles instead of carpet etc.

The same methods can be used to help protect housing
developments. Flood defences can make houses much
more saleable, and reduce insurance premiums.

Community Level Resilience is fantastic, and on a
housing development it would be sensible to include
resilience hubs. These hubs would be accessed in
emergencies and could include pumps, torches, high vis
jackets and Water-Gate barriers. The Water-Gate barrier
is a reusable temporary roll out flood defence. These
would enable residents to be more proactive and defend
their homes.

Sandbags have proved ineffective and expensive.
MNewer proven technology should be embraced.
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i-build

Growling old

oracefully

There are few things more satisfying than

knowing you've chosen a material that not
only looks great and complements your
home but also provides a cost effective,
long term solution for your project.
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ood is natures most versatile
and unique material. The
fact that it has been used in
building for hundreds, even
thousands of years is perhaps not surprising
when you consider some of its impressive
attributes. Wood is strong, durable, long
lasting, restorable, recyclable, renewable and
of course, attractive. The fact that no two
pieces of wood are the same only adds to
its appeal. With its myriad of grain patterns,
characteristics and colour tones, wood is a
beautiful material that cannot be replicated by
man-made products.
Being 100% natural and highly versatile,
it's guaranteed to provide a stunning
finish to your project and add value to

|

\ A

your property.

What species should | use?’

There are many different wood species on the
market, so its worth considering firstly what
the timber will be used for; decking, cladding,
fencing etc. then how you want your project

to look and feel When most people think of
using timber outdoors they head to their local
supplier for treated softwood, however there
are some beautiful wood species out there for a
range of uses, including:

Western Red Cedar: Most commonly used
for cladding, decking, fencing and roofing,
this beautiful softwood is resistant to both
insects and rot and is extremely lightweight

and durable. It is ideally suited to exterior and

interior use and can be used for a range of
applications. Over time it ages to a stunning
silvery grey but also takes wood stain
exceptionally well making it easy to achieve
your desired look.

Siberian Larch: Another naturally durable
softwood, it is most commonly used for
cladding purposes due to its excellent
durability, high density and lifespan not to
mention its aesthetic appeal.

If using a tropical hardwood its worth
considering a lesser-known species too. High
cormnmercial demand for certain wood species
has put pressure on available stocks. In some
cases to preserve biodiversity, countries around
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Lesser-known tropical species
offer three distinct advantages:

» They can often substitute better-known
species in terms of performance and
aesthetics whilst being more cost effective.

» The many different species of wood
available with rich, truly exotic colours and
textures provide new design opportunities
for your project.

» The use of lesser-known timbers can
alleviate pressure on well-known timber
species and increase the economic viability
of sustainable forest management.
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Left: Wood is suaranteed to
provide a stunning finish to yvour
project and add value to yvour
property

Above: Wood is strong.
durable, iong lasting, restorable,
recyclable, renewable and of

course, atitractive
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the world have banned the trade of certain species,
while other species are difficult to source or prohibitively
expensive. There are hundreds of species in the world
that offer similar aesthetic appeal and performance
to traditionally harvested species. The cost of these
species is relatively low because they are under used and
abundant. The demand from the end user is low simply
because the name is not recognised.

Mandioqueira is a perfect example of a lesser known
timber species that is ideal for exterior applications.
This naturally decay resistant tropical hardwood species
offers excellent performance being dimensionally stable
and highly durable. It's very attractive too with unique
colours coming through, including pinkish brown to red
brown, sometimes olive brown tones.

How do | make sure my
timber is sustainably sourced?

There’s a common misconception that timber products
contribute to deforestation. In reality when timber is
sourced from well-managed forests, the trees harvested
are replaced with saplings, which grow faster and
therefore absorb more COz

Using lesser-known species is also a great way to
support the environment, by utilising a range of timbers
we can ensure that species are not exhausted and put
under threat of extinction.

There are several things to look out for when
purchasing timber. Awareness of FSC (Forest
Stewardship Council) and PEFC (Programme for the
Endorsement of Forest Certification) has risen over the
last decade and most timber suppliers will be able to
offer certified timber. ) 2
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How do | protect my timber?

Protecting your timber with a suitable finish is an
impaortant but often overlooked step. There are many
different types of wood finish on the market which can
make the selection process complicated.

Traditional exterior finishes form a film over the wood
to seal out moisture; however this type of finish is prone
to failure if the film fails or becomes damaged and allows
water to penetrate. Once water gets behind the film it
can cause the finish to crack, peel and flake and the only
remedy is to strip off the failed finish and start again - an
extremely time consuming and costly process.

Many traditional solvent-based finishes also contain
VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds), which continually
emit chemicals that can have long-term health effects
for years after application. To reduce the VOC levels in
their products some manufacturers have switched to
water-based finishes.

You can have the best of oil-based and water-based
finishes with a water-bourne alkyd based finish; which
contains no VOCs and is environmentally friendly. It
works by using water to carry modified natural cils and
resins deep into the woodss cell structure. The water
then evaporates allowing the finish to bond directly with
the wood substrate enabling the wood to breath whilst
forming a tough, durable barrier that won't crack, peel
or blister. If the timber is well maintained it will grow old
gracefully and will not discolour.

When deciding on a stain its important to understand
the characteristics of the timber species it is being
applied to. The effect of the stain will vary depending
on texture, grain, colour and porosity so always check
the colour on samples of the timber being used. There
are various staining options; natural and translucent
tones, which let the beauty of the wood shine through or
saturated and ultra saturated tones that provide a more
solid colour appearance to the timber.

The key to an excellent finish is preparation; always
ensure that the timber is clean and dry and begin by
sanding the surface with an orbital sander using 60 grit
sandpaper. Sanding the timber thoroughly removes mill
glaze and creates an even surface and a slight texture
that allows the stain/finish to penetrate the wood,
providing an even, consistent and long-lasting finish.
Studies have proven that sanding can extend the life of
a finish by up to three times compared to an unsanded

surface. o
www.silvatimber.co.uk
Above: Wood 15 nature’s most

versatlle and unigue material

Below: Protechng vour timber with a
suntable finish is an important but often

overlooked step
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The root of happiness

T

Looking for a low-maintenance plant to bring life to your new interior scheme?
Indoor trees are decorative, easy to care for and long-lasting.

roducts with trunks come in many shapes and

sizes: fromn short and thin to thick and tall, and

from twisting shapes to sleek straight trunks.

The succulent properties of the trunk enable the
plant to store water in order to survive dry periods in the
wild. This convenience is very handy in the home: they're
easy care plants that take little looking after.

Most ‘greenery on a trunk’ is produced in Central America
in countries like Guaternala and Costa Rica: some also come
from China. The trunks are shipped to the Netherlands in sea
containers, after which they are finished at a nursery. Often
there are virtually no roots on the plant when it arrives. Within
a few months the plants will have grown roots and produced
a fabulous array of foliage at the top in many colours,
shapes and sizes, depending on the species and cultivar.

When buying plants with trunks its important to check
how well the plants are rooted in the pot. In general the

roots must have grown all the way to the bottom of the
pot to have a successful, healthy plant.

Also check the pot size in relation to the number of
heads per trunk or trunks per pot, the shape of the trunk,
the height/length of the plant and the age of the plant
Apart from Beaucarnea, which is supplied in a pot that is
only slightly larger than the plant, the other indoor trees
need a pot with some growing room.

Most plants on trunks come in various forms: single
trunk, top cutting, clump (several plants of one species
in a pot), branched (2 or more side branches on main
trunk), with underplanting, stump or mummies (coarse
natural trunk shapes).

There should be no dried (brown) leaf tips longer
than Smm.

The plant needs to be free of diseases and pests:
with these kinds of woody trunks look particularly for
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mealybug, brown scale and scale insects, and possibly
banana moth (larvae) in the trunks.

The top of the trunk must be sealed with wax or
something similar in order to prevent rot from moisture or
the penetration of water. Most indoor trees are sensitive
to cold - dont let the temperature drop below 12-15°C.

There is an extensive range of ‘indoor trees on offer.
The most common indoor trees are Dracaena and
Beaucarnea, which are both members of the Agavaceae
family. Pachira is a plant from the Malvaceae family,
and Polyscias is a member of the Araliaceae, which also
includes ivy, for example. Here are four in more depth:

Dracaena

Dracaena is the most common genus in the trade. The
range features many different species and cultivars,
which vary in terms of leaf shape and colour. The size or
appearance of Dracaena has nothing to do with the name.
The plants are easiest to distinguish from one another by
looking at the width of the leaves at species level D. marginata
is 1 cm wide and always has a red edge, D. deremensis is
2-3 cm wide, D. fragrans is 4-7 cm wide. There is also D.
reflexa with rather short, bent leaves. A number of species
are less well-known: D. surculosa and D. sanderiana. There
are various cultivars of all these species available for sale.

Beaucarnea

There are two forms of Beaucarnea recurvata available.
The adult form is sold as Beaucarnea and always has an
attractive, fairly smooth trunk. The young plant is sold
under the name Nolina, but is actually the same plant
and is characterised by the small ball out of which the
narrow leaves grow.

Polyscias

We see many different forms of Polyscias, from fine
jagged leaves (P. fruticosa) to P. scutellaria and P.
balfouriana with almost round leaves.

Pachira

Only one type of Pachira is sold - P. aguatica. However,
there are many different forms, from small trunks to
trees which are several metres high. i

www.thejoyofplants.co.uk
www.flowercouncil.co.uk

Main: By hanging indoor trees vou can
create a new and mnteresting display
Topright: Flace indoor trees in a neutral
pot for a calming feel

Left: Create vour own miniature forest
by grouping several small trees together
Right: Give smaller indoor trees a lift by
placing them on a stool or small table
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Practical

pond solutions

Swimming ponds are increasingly becoming an alternative

solution to conventional swimming pools. Tim Evans, Director
of UK leading swimming pond provider Garternart gives some
guidance to those self-builders considering a swimming pond.

swimming pond is basically a low-
nutrient lake. Similar to a lake in
the mountains - where the water is
usually very clear and clean, this is
not because it is cold but, because itis low in
nutrients. When a swimming pond is designed
and built it recreates this natural environment
in a domestic setting.
Swimming ponds are designed to be
safe and family friendly. In a conventional

swimming pool you do not want water to go
green - which is caused by single-celled algae

- and if you drink some of the water you do

not want to become ill which can be caused by
bacteria and other pathogens. So the traditional
solution is to kill everything with chemicals.

The aim is not to kill anything deliberately,
alternatively the idea is keep everything alive

in a very low-nutrient environment. When
nutrients are very low the growth of single-
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celled algae is much slower and this, as well as
bacteria, is controlled by other organisms that
maintain the water balance.

Swimming ponds have a smart design process
when it comes to water filtering. The main filter
is actually the whole water body, equalising in
each part of the water constantly being filtered
by microscopic life-forms. However, the concept
in setting up the swimming pond is to keep the
nutrient levels low, therfore a filter and pump
would be required for this. Water is passed through
gravel and other mediums. Plants also help as they
take nutrients out of the water as they grow.

There are many other factors in keeping
nutrients out of the pond, such as preventing
runoff from surrounding areas, using a
skimmer to collect leaves and also not letting
ducks spend too much time there.

Many homeowners desire a landscape feature
they can swim in. There is a general move away
from the use chemicals where possible. Another
altemnative is a natural pool, here the technology
behind the pools work in the same way.
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temperature to reach ov

Below: If vou are planning on

There are a few specifications required to install a swimming
pond. You need enough space; ideally a flat or reasonably flat
section of land. Ponds are commonly between 10m and 35m
in length. If you are planning on including a natural design
pond in your self-build, it would help to have clay or chalk soil
- this will eliminate any need for intemnal structures.

Heating can be installed if required. However it is often
suggested that people try the pond without heating for
a season. It is conmon in July and August for the water
ternperature to reach over 25°C without the use of heating.

Planning permission may be required dependant on the
nature of the project. Planning permission is needed if the
property is listed, or if the site is outside the area of curtilage,
or if you are in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Otherwise planning permission is generally not required. Il

www.gartenart.co.uk
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A rainwater
INCreasing
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utters and downpipes are essential

to guide water off the roof and into

- the drains, away from foundations,

~ to protect the integrity of a building.
Metal rainwater systemns offer better looks and

greater durability than uPVC. Rainclear offers a

comprehensive range of metal systems, in cast iron,

aluminium and steel to suit all types of buildings
from contemporary self-builds to the most
challenging conservation Grade | listed buildings.

Rainclears metal
rainwater systems offer:

® A beauty and appearance that cannot be
matched by look-alike uPVC.

® Heritage cast iron and aluminium systems
that match original architecture and allow
sympathetic restoration of our most
precious buildings.

® A choice of modem, premium quality rainwater
solutions in steel and extruded aluminium.

® Long-term, high performance systems
that last a lifetime.

The stylish Galvanised Steel range comes
galvanised or pre-coated in five stunning
colours with a robust, UV and corrosion
resisting, four-layer system designed to
perform for 25 years without repainting.

system is the first line of de
l Ul{ "-.-Mfﬁﬂ

Galvanised steel is the
most affordable and
versatile of the metal
rainwater ranges
offering smart and
contemporary

styling

ence in keeping f“'ll“'”cl'ti“l away from the building fabric. With tr e
r patterns, a reliable rainwater system has never been so importan

Why choose steel?

® The deep-flow half round profile has
exceptional capacity, offering peace of mind
for effective rainwater disposal

Stone 15 a classic design
with stone grain
detailing - a compact
design that can sit neatly
dgamst a wall

T Ll = i

® Dry jointed union connectors with no need
for messy silicone.

® Swaged downpipe that simply push-fit

together.

@ Avrange of hopper heads, angles, branches,
bends, offsets, outlets and brackets for a

quick, easy to install gutter solution.

® Fully galvanised and available in a range of
six finishes: natural galv, black, anthracite
grey, dusty grey, white and sepia brown.

To get 2016 off to a great start, Rainclear
is offering 25% off the Galvanised Steel
Rainwater Range in February. Sign up to its
e-news to avoid missing out on other great

deals throughout the year.

The Rainclear range of waterbutts offer
high quality, attractive and efficient rainwater
harvesting solutions in both classic and
contemporary designs that will enhance
most gardens.
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Building
the future

When Julian and his wife found a rundown
bungalow on a beautiful site, surrounded
by rolling Wiltshire countryside, they
knew they had found a great place to
build their dream home.

“We chose WeberHaus after extensive research and factory visits. It
was clear WeberHaus had the best solution and engineering. Not only
was that the right judgement, but the entire process has been superbly
executed,” comments Julian.

Once the design was finalised the house was manufactured in
WeberHaus factory and brought by truck, along with the German
construction team, for assembly on site. The shell superstructure
took just four days to put up, at which point the house was wind and
watertight. As the client required a turnkey solution, WeberHaus also
undertook the full fit-out and project management.

The end result is a contemporary 385m? property with five
bedrooms and four bathrooms, including a large wet-room and sauna.
A double height atrium is at the heart of the house, with a steel and
glass bridge linking two elements of the first floor. The rear of the
property incorporates large sliding glass doors, with level thresholds
for indoor/outdoor living and this aspect also takes advantage of the
garden views and countryside beyond. Features include an air source
heat pump, solar thermal, underfloor heating, heat recovery ventilation
and rainwater harvesting.

Julian was delighted with the result and has noticed a huge difference
between living in a traditional house and his new draft free, warm and
comfortable living environment. He concludes: "Great engineering,
great people, great process, great house!”

www.weberhaus.couk 01727 867200
chris.drury@weberhaus.co.uk

the HEVAC sector

App from the comfort of their

Heritage and style
with Black Millwork

A stunning refurbishment and
extension project incorporating
Andersen windows and doors
from Black Millwork has given
new life to a family home in
Cambridge. The five-bedroom
property previously belonged
to Emmanuel College but is
now owned by Torn Weaver.
Using 60 Andersen windows
and doors - supplied by Black _ = S
Millwork — Tomn was keen to achieve a traditional arts and crafts style with
an American timber influence. Installed at the property were 45 Andersen
400 Series casement windows. Also installed at the property were a
number of Black Millwork French doors, bi-fold doors and oak exterior
doors, including the custom-designed front entrance door,

www.blackmillwork.co.uk
01283 511122 info@blackmillwork.co.uk

Vent-Axia brings .
new connectivity to t

Vent-Axia has launched the Ul(s
first App-controlled unitary fan.
Households can now control

their ventilation via Svaras free

sofa. The App allows households
to unlock a whole range of
different functions to control

their homes indoor air quality, such as a silent scheduling and autormatic
cycles. Svara has three speed modes including a boost. Sensors and speeds

can be altered via the App to change the level of sensitivity that triggers

them, and the speed of the fan within set parameters. The Svara fan can
sense when someone is in the room and then activate.

wwwyvent-axia.com 0844 8560590 info@vent-axia.com

. Polyx-Oil 2K Pure

ideal for high-traffic T
environments

The eco-friendly wood and
finishes expert, Osmo UK, g

offers Polyx-Oil 2K Pure, a two- "

part hardwax oil that has been p =
designed for professional use ¥ e
where surfaces are subjected e | =

to high traffic. The two- v
component system includes a . e
hardener which rapidly reduces '
the drying and curing times; a major advantage for commercial use such as
retail environments. Polyx-Oil 2K Pure is the ideal solution for high-traffic
areas, due to its much tougher and hard-wearing results, where regular
waxes wouldn't provide an adequate long-term solution. Polyx-0il 2K Pure
enhances, protects, and can even refresh the appearance and performance
of flooring, while providing an easy to clean and maintain surface.

C

o .

www.osmouk.com 01296 481220 steve@osmouk.com
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o Know any budding i
+  self-builders? The i-build
+  website and magazine have -
+ already become an invaluable :
. resource, and subscriptions are ;'

absolutely free! Visit
i-buildmagazine.com

/subscriptions |+’

Whether you're halfway through your build, or sitting backand ™ il
enjoying the finished article, we'd love to hear from you! I - - u I
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A Victorian

Imitation
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A beautiful contemporary and highly efficient three-storey house in Putney, London, is home to Matt
and Jo Warnes and their six-year old daughter. Friends and family of Matt may remember many a
BBQ on the very plot that this house now sits on - which was previously his mums vegetable plot.

uilt in January 2013 - but fitting
seamlessly with the neighbouring
end-of-terrace properties - you may
think, on first glance that this house
had been there perpetually.
With inspiration from many magazines, Matt
and o researched different self-build companies
- whilst having a strong vision of the modern,

Scandinavian, clean living interior they aspired to.

Due to the plot being in a conservation area, the
couple knew the house would have to look like
the other Victorian brick houses on the terrace
from the outside. The search was narrowed
down to two possible pre-manufacturers -
both holding the ability to build the house they
dreamed of, in terms of a bespoke design, but
Hanse Haus could fulfil requirements for brick
slips on the exterior rather than straightforward
render which was a planning requirement.

In August 2011 the couple resubmitted
for planning however there was objection
from neighbours worried about the noise and

disruption that may be caused. The application
went to committee and after four months they
came back to Matt and Jo with a thumbs up -
along with 13 conditions of planning.

The planning and logistics of the project
required a careful and thoughtful approach as
well as a creative and skilled architect.

Working closely with their Hanse Haus
Architect, Bianca Keil, the couple were fully
involved with the design making models of
the house from foam and cardboard - which
helped conceptualise what the couple were
trying to achieve. Changes made along the

way included moving the boiler and turning
the staircase around.

The couple now have the family home
they have always dreamed of. Matt states: "In
many ways, its a modest house but its a high-
performance house too - with a traditional guise.
Unlike rany new builds we don't have a long
list of renewable hardware - no solar panels, no
heat recovery, no rainwater harvesting - but the

airtight building envelope, along with the insulation
and triple-glazed windows has proved incredibly
effective meaning we really don't need them.
"Bearing in mind we get our fair share of cold,
wet and windy weather and we are situated
right next to a busy railway line, the house feels
consistently warm yet with fresh, with clean air
and without the need for much heating through
the winter months. In fact, our total energy
bills (gas and electricity) for the first year was
£850 and to offer some comparison, my mums
traditionally built house, right next door - which
is marginally bigger in size - is costing a hefty
£4000 a year to run. With our energy bills likely
to increase by around 10% year-on-year, well be
locking at an £80-£90 hike in costs whilst hers
will be more. She has already asked if we want to
swap homes!”

www.hanse-haus.co.uk
0845 658 9780
info@hanse-haus.co.uk



(Glass & Stainless
Design

Glass & Stainless Limited offer a range of architectural glazing sclutions
to enhance the aesthetics of any building. Our systems include:

G-GLAS BESPOKE GLASS

Available in a variety of different thicknesses and
finishes from screen printed to curved.

G-CUVA CANOPY SYSTEMS & POINT FIXINGS

High quality 316 grade components are used in either
connecting rod or universal wall mounted system.

G-LINE SLIDING GLASS DOOR & PARTITIONING SYSTEMS

To suit a wide range of applications from fixed and non-fixed panels
and have the ability to mount to a wall, ceiling or glass.

G-RAIL ALUMINIUM AND STAINLESS STEEL RAILING SYSTEMS

Fremium quality modular balustrade systems designed to offer
flexible solutions to everyday challenges.

G-CUBE GLASS SHOWER CUBICLE SYSTEMS
Hinges, handles, knobs, channels and clamps.

G-FLOR BESPOKE GLASS FLOORS

Made to measure bespoke glass floor individually taillored
to suit your home, manufactured on a either a supply and
install or supply only basis.

Reqguest a copy of
our 2015 brochure at

glassandstainless.com




LEVATO MONO
porcelain paver system

The Levato Mono porcelain paver system is the pinnacle of external raised
flooring technology; enabling the specification of lightweight, slip resistant
and attractive raised flooring solutions, combining incredible technical
properties with uncompromising aesthetics; making them the ideal choice
for commercial and domestic use alike.

20mm porcelain pavers 40x80 45x90 60x60 75x75 30x120 40x120 60x120
‘Floating floor’ — installation over single ply membranes

Eternal product - zero maintenance required — offering massive over-life savings
Highly abrasion and stain resistant

Highly slip resistant ; R11 and achieved up to +65 wet in the BS pendulum test
Lightweight — 45kgs per m?

High load bearing and impact resistance

Timber & stone effects ; 40+ finishes available

|deal for balconies, roof terraces and piazzas, for both commercial & residential use
Completely non porous

Fire & frost proof

Height-adjustable supports from 9mm up to 550mm
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t: 0845 2700 696 e: info@thedecktileco.co.uk
www.thedecktileco.co.uk
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