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Pre-insulated pipe from Uponor is the perfect choice for energy effi cient transportation 

of hot water for heating and tap water applications. Low-weight, low heat loss, the 

pre-insualted range is ideal for remote boilers, heat pumps and district heating schemes, 

saving money on installation and running costs. 

Installation is quick and effi cient, even in the most diffi cult conditions on 

site. The fl exibility and low weight of our pre-insulated pipes mean 

that they are easy to handle and building work can proceed fast. 

No welding, no special tools.

Pipe is available in coils up to 200m, delivered direct to 

site, saving on the number of joints required, 

speeding up installation time. Simple yet robust 

‘Wipex’ fi ttings allow rapid connection to other 

systems. Requiring only two spanners to 

assemble, these fi ttings clamp tightly to the 

pipe whilst sealing on the bore. 

Backed up by a 25 year system guarantee, ensures 

you, as the expert, piece of mind you will complete 

your projects quickly, economically and reliably.  

And only from Uponor. www.uponor.co.uk
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The brainchild of The National Self Build
Association (NaSBA), The Self Build Portal,
offers a one stop shop for the would-be 
selfbuilder, providing advice and information
on every aspect of building your own home
anywhere in the UK.

At the launch, housing minister Grant
Shapps announced a package of new sup-
port to self home builders, and was joined
by NaSBA representatives, would-be self-
builders and a number of well-known pros
including Kevin McCloud, architecture
expert, presenter of Channel 4’s ‘Grand
Designs and architect, and presenter and
independent advisor to the government on
empty homes, George Clarke.

The minister said that going down the 
selfbuild route was an affordable option for
aspiring homeowners and shouldn’t be seen
as the preserve of those with deep pockets
as a budget of £150,000 is adequate, 
in most instances, to get a three- to four-
bedroom home built. The average cost of a
ready-made home is now over £232,000.

A growing number of Britons are laying
their own foundations with almost 14,000
new homes self-built last year – more than
many individual volume house builders are
building. However, the selfbuilder’s share of
the market – one in ten of all new homes –

is still very small by international standards.
Launching a package of measures today

designed to turn this into a mass market
opportunity, Mr Shapps said that for the Rrst
time, anyone wanting to build their own
home from scratch – whatever their budget
– will have the help, advice and support they
need to get started.

Mr Shapps said: “Last year, selfbuilders
accounted for about 14,000 new homes in
this country – more than many large commer-
cial builders. Yet our self-build industry still
lags behind much of the rest of the world,
with the opportunity to build your own home
seen as something only for a select few.

“That’s why today, I’m pledging to back
the self-build boom and support the industry
to double in size over the next few years. As
well as a new website giving help and
advice, we’re working hard to identify more
land for development and have reformed the
planning rules to stop people’s aspirations
getting tangled in red tape.

“This package of measures is designed to
ensure that anyone looking to build their own
home gets the support they need – and with
the numbers of mortgages available set to
rise by a massive 141 per cent, there’s never
been a better time for people to lay their
own foundations.”

Scan the code with
your mobile phone
using QR code 
software to view the
latest news feed from
www.sbhonline.eu

Synseal Extrusions Ltd has acquired the assets
of K2 Conservatories Ltd for an undisclosed
sum. David Leng, CEO, of Synseal said:
“The trading brands of the Celsius Glass and
K2 are well respected and successful. Brand
loyalty is something we are keen to maintain
and we will continue to invest in them to
secure future growth. This is an important

addition to the launch earlier in the year of
Global GlassTM and means they can now be
highly efRcient in the production of both roof
and window glass, in turn helping their cus-
tomers to compete more effectively. The busi-
ness will continue to trade with the current
sales structure and from the existing site.“

Enq. 101

Synseal acquires K2 brands and assets

Grand Design for web portal at 
Downing Street launch
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Recently appointed managing
director or Kingspan Potton,
Mark Stevenson, opened the
UK’s most sustainable self build
show home at the company’s Self
Build Show Centre, St Neots; 
a traditional barn-style design,
which offers untraditional run-
ning costs of just £450 per year.  

Between 8-12 May, visitors 
to the company’s latest self build
show home took a tour around
the new Wickhambrook barn, a
2,750 sq ft property that offers
50 per cent lower running costs
thanks to it’s Kingspan insulation
and range of renewable and
energy saving technologies.

Experts answered questions
on Potton’s self build service and
partner supplier presentations 
on renewable energy sources,
SMART technologies, and there
was even a cookery demonstra-
tion from V-ZUG.

The build of this four-bed barn-
style property has been captured
on Rlm and shown online at: 
www.buildapottonbarn.co.uk. 

The website also provides
detailed information on the prod-
ucts required to make this home
50 per cent more energy efR-
cient than a standard built home.

“In general, it is possible to
save up to 30 per cent on the
cost of buying a similar sized
home when you self build,”
explains Stevenson.

“Our research has indicated
that 75 per cent of customers
want to build a sustainable home,
and with rising fuel costs and the
government’s drive to improve
the energy performance of new
and existing housing stock, the
interest in sustainable building
methods is set to increase.”

“Already, some planning aut-
horities have insisted on new
homes being built to Code Level
3, and next year, level 4 of the
Code for Sustainable Homes is
due to come into force in some
areas. This will mean new build
homes have to be 25 per cent
more energy efRcient than a
standard built home. Our new

Potton barn exceeds those val-
ues and is 50 per cent more
energy efRcient than required
under the current building regu-
lations” says Stevenson. 

Potton attribute these efRc-
iencies to their ‘Fabric First’ 
philosophy, which focuses on
getting the building extremely
well insulated and airtight
before adding renewable ene-

rgy sources. Potton’s standard
package includes the timber
frame structure, doors, windows
and staircase, as well as top of
the range Kingspan insulation
factory Rtted in the external wall
panels. The build cost for this
property starts at around £105
per square foot, a total of
£291,900 excluding land.

Enq. 102

The Big Reveal –
Traditional style home with 50 per cent lower running costs
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Power  
beyond
limits.

For new build and refurb projects...
The Mainline Power track system provides a cheaper, 
quicker to install and more stylish alternative to traditional 
sockets in any environment. More power to you. Once 
installed, anyone can simply and safely add, remove and 
reposition sockets where needed along the tracks length. 
More power to your customer. 

 
option, Mainline can be installed anywhere a traditional 
socket can go. 

  For more information, a price list or  
 to locate your nearest stockists and  
 installers visit:

mainlinepower.co.uk 
or call 08450 724 754
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Fresh from Rlming BBC TV’s
Dragons’ Den, business woman
and investor Deborah Meaden
took part in a solar rooRng
demonstration with renewables
company Ploughcroft at the
Homebuilding and Renovating
Show at the NEC last week.

The demonstration attracted a
packed audience and was led
by Chris Hopkins, managing
director of Ploughcroft, who sho-
wed how solar PV panels are
installed and answered ques-
tions from Deborah and visitors
to the show about solar installa-
tions and the Feed-In Tariff.

Chris Hopkins, managing
director of Ploughcroft, said:
“We’ve done lots of solar roof
demos before, but this was deR-
nitely one of the most exciting! It

was fantastic to have Deborah –
one of my two ‘Dragon’ busi-
ness partners – attending the
show, which attracted huge
interest from visitors. It certainly
stimulated some lively questions
from the crowd and led to even
more enquiries for the sales
team!”

Deborah Meaden and Theo
Paphitis invested in Ploughcroft 
in 2011, after Chris Hopkins
appeared on Dragons’ Den to
demonstrate how his unique
solar/rooRng business was per-
fectly set up to take advantage of
consumer demand for solar and
other renewable technologies.

Deborah Meaden said: “I was
interested in taking part in this
demo, not just as an investor, but
also because I have solar

installed on my home. It was
enlightening to Rnd out how
solar PV is installed and really
good fun to give Chris a grilling
on different aspects of solar.
These are exciting times for
Ploughcroft as the company
extends its services to offer a
wider portfolio of renewable
products.”

Visitors to the Ploughcroft
stand were also be able to Rnd
out how the revised Feed-In Tariff
rate of 21p per kW/h provides
a nine per cent potential return
on investment and an average
annual income of £980
(depending on the homeowners
circumstances – solar suppliers
will be able to give a more
accurate estimate).

Ploughcroft also demonstrates

how, as well as solar PV, the
company offers a full suite of
renewable technologies, includ-
ing solar thermal, air source heat
pumps and wind turbines, as
well as rooRng and insulation to
improve the energy efRciency of
a home.

The company has recently
appointed its own in-house team
of Domestic Energy Assessors
whose role it is to carry out EPC
assessments in the home, which
is a necessary requirement from
April 1 for solar PV.   

Ploughcroft’s domestic energy
assessors can then advise home-
owners how they can cost effec-
tively upgrade their properties
through a range of renewable
technologies.

Enq. 104

TV Dragon takes part in solar demo with Ploughcroft

advice

Gaining third party product
approval from a recognised
UKAS accredited certiRcation
body like the BBA is a vital 
ingredient for construction product
manufacturers to gain acceptance
with speciRers, building control,
local authorities and industry
insurers. The BBA specialises in
the approval of construction prod-
ucts and is ren-owned for the
robustness of its schemes, which
ensure products and systems are
‘Rt for purpose’.

Selecting a BBA approved
product is a sure-Rre way of
avoiding problems at each key
stage in the building process, as
the detail on product perform-
ance provided in an Agrément
CertiRcate will answer most
queries. An Agrément CertiRcate
is only awarded to a construction
product or system after it has suc-
cessfully passed a comprehen-
sive assessment involving labora-
tory testing on-site evaluations and
inspections of production. The

manufacturer will also be audited
ensuring that a suitable quality
management system is in place.

Regular monitoring of the 
product manufacture by the BBA
takes place twice a year with a
full and comprehensive reassess-
ment every three years. Agrément
CertiRcates are recognised by
building control, government
departments, architects, local
authorities, speciRers and indus-
try insurers like the NHBC. 

The award of an Agrément

CertiRcate is a must for a new
construction product or system to
gain quick acceptance in the
marketplace.

Importance of using independently approved construction products
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Drainage specialist Drain Claim is
urging homeowners in the South
of England to get to know their
properties by carrying out a
CCTV survey of their drainage
systems.

Unique to homes built in the
South are pitch Rbre pipes, used
in the 1950s until the 1970s,
they were cheaper, easier to lay
and came in longer lengths than
clay pipes. However, they have
weak ‘push-Rt’ connecting joints
and collapse, Satten or deform
with external pressure.

“If you live in the South it is wise

to Rnd out what your drains are
made of,” says Drain Claim CEO
David Hayes. “Have a CCTV sur-
vey of your drainage system car-
ried out check for pitch Rbre and,
should you be unlucky enough to
have a problem, contact a spe-
cialist.”

In addition, pitch Rbre often suf-
fers from inappropriate and inad-
equately compacted surround
material, or the use of bricks or
other hard objects to set the line
of the pipe, which damage the
joints over time.

Consequently pitch Rbre pipes

are highly susceptible to damage
from tree roots, sharp edges from
bricks and masonry that can pro-
trude through pipe walls, vehicle
movement above the pipes and
subsidence. This leads to a multi-
tude of problems, including
repeated blockages, toilets that
won’t Sush and Sooding both
inside and outside a property.

“If you have accidental damage
cover you should be able to claim
on your home insurance but check
the policy wording carefully,” con-
tinues David. “Insurers will often try
to wriggle out of paying, leaving

you with a massive bill. We man-
age insurance claims for customers
and negotiate with insurers to
secure settlements in legitimate
cases, so it is always worth giving
us a call. Also, if you are buying a
property in the South, especially
an older one, then carrying out a
CCTV survey of the drainage sys-
tem is essential because buildings
insurance does not tend to cover
problems that originated during the
tenancy of the previous owner. This
means you could end up liable for
any damage.”

Enq. 105

Southern homeowners: check your drains for pitch Rbre!

A landlord has been Rned after
a self-employed builder died
while replacing a roof on a
property in Middlesex.

Mr Jagdev Singh Bal, the
landlord of a property on Upton
Road, Hounslow, was con-
tacted by his letting agency
when tenants reported a wet
ceiling in an upstairs bathroom.

Mr Bal engaged Sarabjit
Singh Sanghera to replace the
roof. Mr Sanghera in turn
arranged for his brother and
two labourers to assist him.

Westminster Magistrates’
Court heard on 9 May that on
26 November 2009 the roof
replacement was largely com-

plete and the workers were
clearing the site when they
heard Mr Sanghera fall. They
found him lying unconscious 
on the ground near the bottom
of a ladder. He did not regain
consciousness and was pro-
nounced dead at West
Middlesex Hospital later that
day having sustained serious
head and neck injuries.

An investigation by the
Health and Safety Executive
(HSE) found that no scaffolding
had been erected around the
property, and workers, includ-
ing Mr Sanghera, were using
two ladders to access the roof.

It is not known whether Mr

Sanghera had any experience
in carrying out roof work, but
the three workers he employed
had no training in this type 
of work or in any aspects of
health and safety associated
with construction.

Mr Jagdev Singh Bal pleaded
guilty breaching Regulation
9(1)(a) of the Construction
(Design and Management)
Regulations 2007. He was
Rned £4,000 and ordered to
pay costs of £4,129.

After the case, HSE inspector
Loraine Charles said: “HSE
does not seek to hold Mr Bal
responsible for the sad death 
of Mr Sanghera – the precise

circumstances of his death can
now never be known. However,
it is vital that small residential
landlords appreciate that they
have legal duties in respect of the
health & safety of persons who
carry out work on their properties.

“These duties are not onerous.
They do not require clients to be
experts in construction or health
and safety matters, or to under-
take direct supervision of their
contractors, but only to make
appropriate enquiries into the
arrangements for carrying out
the work safely. These enquiries
and the actions they prompt may
be sufRcient to prevent needless
death or injury.”

Landlord prosecuted after builder falls to his death

news
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Kevin McCloud has been
appointed by the self-build indus-
try to support the national surge
of interest in people looking to
design and build their own home.

To mark the start of his new
role, Mr McCloud accompanied
the housing minister Grant Shapps
as he lead a UK trade delegation
to the Netherlands, to see what
lessons can be learnt from the
successful Dutch self-build industry.

Mr Shapps also announced
that he will shortly be launching
a new £30 million fund to 
provide short-term Rnance for
projects, similar to those in the

Netherlands, where groups of
self-build homes are built at the
same time. These types of proj-
ects have been held back in the
UK because of reluctance by
lenders to provide Rnance. Self-
build groups will now be able to
bid for a slice of the cash to part
fund land acquisition and early
development costs with money
being repaid on completion of
the project.

Mr Shapps is writing to key
players in the mortgage market,
highlighting the strong business
case for lending to self-builders
and helping to turn their house-

building dreams into reality.
Kevin McCloud said: “In the

past we have built some of the
poorest performing, most expen-
sive and smallest homes in
Europe. That's not something to
celebrate. But there is another
way. What if we became a
nation of selfbuilders like the
Dutch? What if each household
in the UK had the option to build
their own place? What if large-
scale developers provided Rn-
ished-slab, fully-serviced sites 
for homebuilders?

“We'd see more customised
homes that reSect where they are,

to higher space standards and to
a better quality. We'd see people
sharing skills and saving money.
We'd see neighbours working
together on community self build
schemes and local construction
economies thriving. And we'd
certainly see more energy efR-
cient buildings and a wider
embracing of green technologies.

“Self build is seen as a long,
difRcult and self-sacriRcing
process. But with the right plan-
ning, help and support it can be
enjoyable and – on collective
schemes – empowering.”

Kevin McCloud to support the self-build surge
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ancient and modern
A Palladian-style home in Shropshire proves 

that traditional styling and modern energy 
saving technologies can go hand in hand.

Words and pictures by Mark Williams
When Rupert and Jilly Higgin set out plans for
their new home, they conjured up a magical
mixture of ancient and modern.

Their expansive, Palladian-style house has the
presence to command the open space in which
it sits, in Shropshire’s open countryside. It has all

the accoutrements of an inherited country pile,
including an ornamental lake, stables and a
walled garden. But there the similarity ends.

For despite appearing to be anchored in 
the 18th century, the Higgins’ home boasts a
plethora of energy-saving and environmentally

THE DHOLPUR PINK SANDSTONE WAS SOURCED AND CUT IN INDIA AND IS SUPPORTED BY CAREFULLY-CHOSEN BRICKIWORK
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safe equipment and materials. Indeed, Rupert
Higgin – who runs ‘eco-tech’ company The
Green Electrician – says the annual energy bill
will be a big, fat zero.

It’s a house that was very nearly not built.
Rupert and Jilly spent the best part of a decade
searching for a site on which they could make
their dream home into reality, but without success.

“Jilly and I had been looking for 10 years for
a site off the beaten track with open views,”
said Rupert. “That was the concept, but I was
beginning to think we would never Jnd some-
where suitable.”

Then the Checkley Estate – 1,000 acres of it
– came up for sale in 2003 in seven lots, and
lot four at 160 acres made Rupert and Jilly’s
eyes light up. It came with an old stables and 
a modest farmhouse of little architectural merit
but the couple could immediately see the 
potential: “We knew we wanted to build some-
thing decent but we also knew that would take

some time,” said Rupert.
“So we decided instead to convert the sta-

bles. It’s 4,500 square feet in size so quite a
big project in itself, which took nine months to
complete. We also did a huge amount of land-
scaping, including having the lake dug and
planting hedges and trees. We had a swim-
ming pool built, heated by an air source heat
pump, and then moved in.”

At the same time, the Higgins had sought
planning permission for the much larger build:
“In common with many applications, it took
quite a time. We had to go back to the pro-
cess twice and conservation planning ofJcers
became involved, though, to be fair, they off-
ered some very useful advice.”

The plans by architect Graham Moss were
very grand, creating 8,000 square feet of living
space within a classical architectural style,
which harks back to the Palladian ‘renaissance’
of the 18th century, typiJed by echoes of ancient

THE DRAMA OF THE ENTRANCE IS ENHANCED BY
MURALS PAINTED BY A LOCAL ARTIST

Their expansive,
Palladian-style house
has the presence to
command the open
space in which it sits��
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temple architecture, columns and huge, upright
windows. The plans accented the exterior with
stone masonry to give the impression of age but
the use of insulation, ground source underKoor
heating and other technology would place it
Jrmly in the 21st century.

But then the project stalled: “To be perfectly
frank, we were worried about the cost. It was
at a bad time for the economy and we decided
we would instead try to sell the the house
unbuilt, as a project for someone else. We
thought there would be plenty of interest, and
we found a buyer. But then the Northern Rock
crisis hit in 2008 and our buyer pulled out.

“We were in a predicament. There were not
many people interested in a project of this scale.
We even had a Premiership footballer book a

viewing but he just came down the drive, turned
around and left. So we thought, let’s just get on
with it ourselves.”

It was never going to be straightforward to
build. From the beginning, both Rupert and Jilly
were full-time, hands-on labourers for the project,
working with a core building team of just four
people. Between bouts of labour, the couple
researched, sourced and ordered the remark-
able inventory of materials, which would give
the house its presence.

“We wanted the traditional Palladian style
with good proportions. We wanted large Jre-
places and traditional sash windows, which
give good light. But it was important that the
interior reKected 21st century living, without the
endless corridors old properties have. It had to

FIVE, SPACIOUS EN-SUITE BEDROOMS GIVE THE INTERIOR THE MODERN LIVING STYLE THAT THE HIGGINS WANTED

A MIX OF PERIOD AND DRAMATIC FURNITURE
WORKS WELL IN THE LARGE BEDROOMS

PRETTY IN PINK – THIS HOUSE IS VERY MUCH
A FAMILY HOME FOR THE HIGGINS

We were in a
predicament. There
were not many
people interested in
a project of this scale
– Rupert Higgin �
�
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be south-facing and we were very keen that
it would be built with the best of modern and
traditional materials to be as eco-friendly as
we could.”

Although the concepts were Rupert and Jilly’s,
architect Graham Moss helped tie the centuries
together, marrying the exterior to an interior with
purpose – a spacious family home.

The build was, to begin with, construction of
the basement, which would house the 30kW
ground source heating system, a gym and a
strongroom, but building control were unhappy

about that and insisted the foundations went in
Jrst, then the cellar be built within them: “That
had repercussions throughout the project,”
admitted Rupert, who found himself doing the
work during a record period of rainfall, exacer-
bating the difJculties.

“In fact, laying out the foundations and get-
ting the layout done is really worth sub-contract-
ing out, in retrospect. The measurements really
have to be spot on.”

But the build progressed, the cellar – of rein-
forced concrete with drainage and waterproof-
ing – passed the stringent building control:
“Though it wasn’t going to be lived in, it still had
to be damp-proofed and of a very high stan-
dard of quality and Jnish,” said Rupert.

The outer cavity walls were originally to be
constructed of breeze blocks and rendered but
during the build, the structural engineer advised
that the outer wall wouldn’t be strong enough to
support 130 tonnes of Dholpur pink sandstone
masonry, which were being cut to order in India
and shipped across. A search began for brick
that would not only have the strength but gener-
ate the right appearance.

“We must have built 30 or 40 metre-high
walls from samples, in various combinations,
until we opted for the same brick Prince Charles
used in his Poundbury village project in Dorset.
The bricks are variable and include a number
that are black, which we sorted out and used
elsewhere in the grounds.”

Timing was everything; Rupert and Jilly got it
about right, masonry arriving from India just in

THE HIGGINS’ STABLE CONVERSION WITH ITS AIR-SOURCE HEATED POOL IS NOW LUXURY GUEST ACCOMMODATION

UNLIKE THE PALLADIAN HOMES ON WHICH IT IS BASED, THIS
HOME HAS LIVING SPACES SUITED TO MODERN FAMILY LIFE

We must have built
30 or 40 metre-high
walls from samples
– Rupert Higgin ��
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time throughout as the exterior went up. There
were a few last-minute changes, including the
installation of a slightly grander cupola in the
roof, but few setbacks, and the family were able
to move in 20 months after the building began
– a speed that impressed a local builder so
much he said so.

There are few short measures in the Higgins’
home. Throughout the house, there is proof that
the devil is in the detail. To underline the cou-
ple’s determination to keep the environmental
impact of the house to a minimum, the bricks
were laid with lime mortar, the timber painted
with coat after coat of linseed paint, and the
roof recycles huge slates from a Lancashire mill.

Rupert and Jilly have also made every effort
to reduce energy bills, with 10kW of solar PV
on the roof of the barns nearby and plans for
solar thermal panels to further enhance energy
efJciency. This all lies well within Rupert’s area
of expertise; his company The Green Electrician
specialises in installing and managing electrical
systems. Having gathered the energy, however,
it’s also important that the house retains it.

The sash windows may look ordinary but 
are very far from it; though even close examina-
tion can’t detect it, they are double-glazed units
from Slimlite and utilise Xenon gas in the tiny

insulation gap to achieve remarkable efJciency.
“A lot of people told me it was impossible to

Jnd the windows I wanted,” said Rupert.  The
linseed paint is, says Rupert, the breathable bar-
rier that will protect them for much longer than
modern, solvent-based paint.

Already, it is clear to Rupert that his new
home is cost-neutral – the feed-in tariff helping
his solar PV panels offset the cost of energy
needed to run the ground-source and air-source
heat pumps, which themselves typically reduce
energy use by 60 per cent or more compared
to conventional heating systems. Thermal efJ-
ciency then makes the most of the ‘free’ energy.

Inside, the house reverberates with light and
colour. Again, Jnishing materials were selected
with huge zeal for perfection, cut stone and tiles
sourced from as far aJeld as Italy and even
North Africa for their durability and appearance.

IMPRESSIVE COLUMNS ARE A FEATURE OF THE
ENTRANCE HALL

SOLAR PV PANELS ON A NEARBY BARN HELP 
ELIMINATE ENERGY COSTS

There are few short
measures in the
Higgins’ home.
Throughout the
house, there is 
proof that the devil 
is in the detail �
�

THE HIGGINS’ HORSES RECIEVED A NEW
STABLE BLOCK, COMPLETE WITH TRADITIONAL

CLOCK TOWER
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The pay-off is an interior that is classy without
being ostentatious. The murals in the very grand
hall – with its superb Palladian-style staircase –
are, though, something of an exception.

“We met artist Robert Tedaldi and found out
he lived nearby, so we suddenly decided to go
for an over-the-top Jnish. The pictures have a
romantic theme with our family incorporated in
the tableaux, though not as obvious portraits.
They reKect our lives here.”

That’s really the whole essence of the house;
it’s a reKection of the Higgins’ lifestyle, with
ample room for guests, a vast kitchen/dining

room, a modest drawing room, which begs you
to collapse into a chair and read, a library, a
steam room – impressive spaces with purpose
but with an underlying modesty. It has only Jve
principal bedrooms. It may be a big home, but
this is very much a lived-in family home.

Outside, I photographed the stable conver-
sion. It has a raised, covered garden room with
log Jreplace, all overlooking the pool. I could
so easily imagine the sound of laughter and the
spit and hiss of a barbecue.

Opposite the new stables with their little clock
tower, I found Jilly in the allotment garden in her

AS A CENTREPIECE OF THIS HOME, THE DRAMATIC
STAIRCASE MAKES A STATEMENT ABOUT
ENGLAND’S HERITAGE
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project costs
Value of property now:
“Priceless, as it’s our home!”

What was the high point of the project�
“Moving in, having Jnished the job on time
and on budget.”

The low point was:
“When we dug the cellar out in some of the
wettest conditions the UK had seen for years.”

Contacts
• Architect: Graham Moss / Moss & Co
• Building materials: 

TG Builders Merchants
www.tgbuildersmerchants.co.uk

• Environmental electrical equipment: 
The Green Electrician
www.thegreenelectrician.co.uk

• Lighting: Hampshire Light
www.hampshirelight.net

• Paints: Holkham Linseed Paints
www.holkhamlinseedpaints.co.uk

• Woodburning Stove: Saxon Homecare
www.saxonhomecare.co.uk

• Internal stone: Rockford Stone & Slate
www.rockfordcompany.co.uk

• External stone: 
Wilstone House & Gardens
www.wilstone.com

• Marble and stone: Thomas Group
• Bathrooms: 

The Imperial Bathroom Company
www.imperial-bathrooms.com

• Flooring: Mandarin Slate Ltd
• Internal doors: Create Joinery

www.create-joinery.co.uk
• Chimneys: Poujoulat

www.poujoulat.co.uk
• Sash windows: AR Manley & Son

www.armanley.co.uk
• Plasterwork: 

PG Evans Ornamental Plasterwork
• Staircases: E Thomas
• Specialist rooJng materials: Rooftec

www.rooftecukltd.co.uk

wellies, with the dogs, setting the seeds for veg-
etables, elbow deep in earth: “This house is
very comfortable,” said Rupert. “We all love it.”

I suspect that, if the premiership footballer had
the beneJt of the Higgins’ vision or the gift of
hindsight, he’d now be kicking himself for turning
around in the drive. It’s a very easy home to love.

The pay-off is an
interior that is classy
without being
ostentatious ��

THE DRAWING ROOM MAKES BEST USE OF 
THE PALLADIAN-STYLE, DOUBLE-GLAZED 

SASH WINDOWS
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1
TOTAL HOME ENVIRONMENT
Electrolux Central Vacuums are not as
expensive as you might think. They’re
quiet, quick and easy to use, with 50
per cent more power than a portable.
The unit is located in a garage, utility
or cupboard, with 52mm pipe hidden
in natural voids to perhaps only two
wall inlets. Plugging an 8 metre hose
into a wall inlet serves several rooms
at once and the vacuum only needs
emptying once a year! Using less
electricity and lasting for over 20
years, the Electrolux central vacuum
has permanent self-cleaning >lters –
great for allergy sufferers.

Enq. 108

editor’s
focus

3
THE OAK DESIGNS COMPANY
The Oak Designs Company uses the
highest quality oak for all of their oak
framed buildings, sourced from
recognised, sustainable FSC and
PEFC certi>ed forests. Added to this
oak’s main environmental plus is its
natural absorption of CO2 from the
atmosphere. Oak is undoubtedly the
best timber for building and the
surviving buildings bear witness to the
lasting properties of an oak framed
structure. The bene>ts of using ‘green’
unseasoned oak, is that when
assembled and pegged together,
the timber continues to contract,
tightening the joints to give a
superbly strong structure.  

Enq. 110

2
EVOLVED DESIGN
Evolved Design offer a complete design & build
service and are able to take you from design &
planning through to building your home. They help by
advising and demonstrating practical and cost effective
options to achieve the highest standards of energy
ef>ciency and building integrity, and use building
components that range from timber frame to modern
masonry construction with external wall insulation
systems. All of their systems and products can be
adapted to suit any design of home to meet current
regulations or the advanced requirements of Passive
House or the Code for Sustainable Homes. Evolved
Design to suit you, your plot and your budget.

Enq. 109

4
HANSE HAUS
Hanse Haus have an international
reputation for building technologically
advanced, extremely low energy houses,
including the certi>ed Passivhaus. This
year, the German manufacturer is building
their >rst certi>ed Passivhaus bungalow in
Scotland. A Passivhaus, in simple terms, is
a structure with an outstandingly well-
insulated air-tight shell. It utilises natural
solar radiation and heat generated within
the building, from such sources as human
bodies and operating electrical
appliances. Coupled with an internal
heat recovery system, a comfortable living
environment is maintained all year round.
Consequently, any supplementary heat
required on exceptionally cold days is
minimal, which results in extremely low
running costs, typically no more than
15kWh per square metre of ?oor area
per annum, less than 10 per cent of a
conventionally heated house.  

Enq. 111

5
RAILING LONDON
RailingLondon specialises in creating stunning
and innovative bespoke stainless steel railing,
stairs and glass balustrade solutions for homes
and commercial premises. The functional and
contemporary designs are individually created
with a ?exible planning service that can
accommodate simple domestic stairs through to
unusual shapes and speci>cations for
businesses. RailingLondon’s product range has
been carefully designed to withstand the stresses
of daily use and products are impact resistant.
The bespoke designs can also be incorporated
onto balconies, sloped entrances and
walkways, decked areas and other external
applications as well as internal applications for
stairs, balconies and galleried landings.

Enq. 112
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Ahmarra Door Solutions’
timber doors have been
selected for a new luxury
house in Ascot built by local
developer, Beechrowe.

The stunning brand new
detached property is for
sale for £3.4 million and
offers accommodation of
8,000 sq ft set over three
Soors with a games room
and gym. Features include
a triple garage with annexe
above and landscaped
mature gardens.

After submitting samples,
stained American black
walnut veneered doorsets
were selected by the client
to complement the modern
design of this elegant and
spacious development. 

The products were ide-
ally suited for the project
with materials incorporat-
ing BM TRADA Q-Mark
certiRed Rre doors with an
FD30 Rre rating.

Enq. 115

Ahmarra doors
for multi-million
home in Ascot

Renewable energy specialist
Enact Energy has been named
as one the government’s Green
Deal Pioneers, one of only 22
companies in the country to be
selected. Enact Energy’s CEO
John Egan met with climate
change minister Greg Barker in
London on April 4 to sign an
agreement with the government,
which will see it and fellow
Pioneer companies such as
Carillion, E-ON, British Gas,
KingRsher and Anglian Home
Improvements be responsible 
for rolling out the Green Deal
Initiative later this year.

At the meeting, Greg Barker
called the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding
a ‘watershed moment’ in the
development of the Green Deal,
which is the government’s plan
to improve the nation’s draughty
homes at no upfront cost through
Green Deal providers such as
Enact.

The Green Deal allows prop-
erty owners to pay for energy
efRciency refurbishments through
their energy bills over a 25-year
period, avoiding the need for
large, upfront payments. The
loan is attached to the property
and remains with it even when
the occupier changes.

In addition, the scheme is
governed by a ‘golden rule’,
namely – the expected Rnancial
savings must be equal to or
greater than the costs attached
to the energy bill.

Each eligible property will
receive up to £10,000 of 
funding for energy efRciency
improvements including cavity
wall and loft insulation, double-
glazing and solar energy meas-
ures. The government believes
up to 26 million homes could be
eligible under the Green Deal,
creating some 65,000 jobs.

”Enact is pleased to be a part
of the Pioneer Green Deal

Provider Group. The Green Deal
promises to move the renewable
and energy saving market on
from the consideration of individ-
ual technologies and measures
to a genuine ‘whole house’
approach to improving the
energy performance of UK
homes,” said Enact Energy CEO
John Egan.

"The role of a Green Deal
Provider very closely matches
the role that Enact has played
since we launched in 1996
both under our own name and
in partnership with local coun-
cils, and over the last few years
on behalf of Marks & Spencer
and Tesco.

“We have stayed closely
involved in the development of
the legislation and have con-
tributed to the Rnal shape of the
Green Deal arrangements so it
was logical for DECC to invite
us to be an ‘early adopter’ of the
Green Deal Provider mantle,” 

he added.
The government will be now

be working with the pioneers to
ensure the move from testing into
a managed launch in October
works seamlessly and provides
a good customer experience
from day one.

Greg Barker commented:
“The signing of this agreement
between government and busi-
ness pioneers represents a
watershed moment in the devel-
opment of the Green Deal.

“The commitment shown
today highlights the opportunity
organisations see in the Green
Deal from community groups,
SMEs to big business, which
only bodes well for the scheme’s
future success.

“We will be working with
these organisations to ensure they
can fulRl the potential they have
demonstrated today and become
the Rrst to offer Green Deals.”

Enq. 113

Renewable energy specialist named as national Green Deal pioneer

news

The UK’s dream home is a 4,000
sq ft detached house by 
the sea, with a swimming pool,
according to research by home
insurance provider, swiftcover.com.

The research discovered that
although a detached home is
‘the dream’ property type for
more than half (55 per cent) of
UK homeowners, a cottage (15
per cent) and even a bungalow
(13 per cent) made up the top
three ‘most wanted’. Six per cent
see their dream home as being
a castle.

For almost half (46 per cent),
the coast is the location of
choice, followed by the country-
side for one in four (26 per cent).
Age certainly inSuenced the loca-
tion of the perfect pad with the
majority (51 per cent) of those
aged over 54 wishing for a 
seaside location, whereas the
youngsters (18 to 24 year olds)
saw their dream pad in a town
or city centre (14 per cent) –
more than any other age group.

Despite having a Rrm idea of
what their perfect home would
look like, less than half (41 per

cent) expected to be able to
afford it at some stage in their
life; however, those determined to
fulRl their goal believe that they’ll
do so by the time they turn 44
years old. Just two per cent said
they’d have it by the time they
turned 30 years old.

James Barclay, home insurance
underwriting manager at swift-
cover.com said: “A detached
house by the sea with four or Rve
bedrooms is the UK’s perfect
pad. Having goals and aspira-
tions is wonderful but it’s such a
shame that our property dreams
are simply out of reach for the
majority of us.”

Swiftcover.com’s own desk
research went on to reveal the 
cost of the UK’s dream home –
analysing the data obtained 
from the above research i.e. a
detached, four-bedroom house
with a private swimming pool,
alongside the price of existing
houses matching this description
currently on the property market –
to be in the region of £1.5 million.

Accompanying the research,
calculations revealed that with 

a down payment of a third on the
£1.5 million perfect house, the
mortgage equates to £9,376.67
a month over 11 years, assuming
the person was a Rrst time buyer
at 30 years old and acquires
their perfect home at 44 years
old. This would require a house-
hold income of £23,441.68 a
month, or £281,300 a year –
£140,650 each person, consid-
ering a couple would be likely to
be paying the bill.

Brits’ perfect pads weren’t con-
Rned to a particular size, location
or type but these perfect pads
contained a few ‘must have’ enter-
tainment rooms. A swimming pool
was the biggest splash with
almost half (43 per cent) citing
one as a must have for their dream
home. A cinema room (30 per
cent) and games room (27 per
cent) was also high on the list for
many. Those with virtual billions
demanded riding stables (eight
per cent) and a golf course (three
per cent) to accompany their four-
bed detached house by the sea.

Enq. 114

An English man’s home is his castle
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blending in with 
the environment

Maggie and husband Stuart chose a Skye Homes kit
to build their home. They both liked the design and

how it blended with the traditional style of the 
neighbouring 20th century croft houses.

Written by Anna Reynolds
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EARLY STAGES OF THE SKYE HOMES
KIT BEING ERECTED

After visiting the Isle of Skye 16 years ago,
Maggie Williams and her husband Stuart
Quigley knew they wanted to live there one
day. Although they loved the character of the
old croft houses on the island, they felt that build-
ing their own property would give them the free-
dom to have a traditional-looking home, with all
the modern Nttings of a new build. It also meant
they could choose a plot with beautiful views.
Maggie, 37, says: “We originally intended on
buying an old croft house and renovating it, but
at the time the price of the old croft houses 
rocketed. It then dawned on us that we could
buy a building plot for much less and build a
home just as we wanted it, knowing that the
roof and all the electrics would be sound.”

The couple, who are both teachers, chose a
Skye Homes kit to build their house because it
was aesthetically pleasing and Ntted in with the
traditional, 20th century croft houses in the area.
They Nrst heard about Skye Homes when two

new houses were built in the nearby town,
Portree, using the kit. 

Maggie added: “Skye Homes seemed a nat-
ural choice as they had Nrst-hand experience
with building on the island. Their kits contain
more wood than others, so they are strong
enough to stand the windy conditions. We liked
the simplicity of the design and how it is sympa-
thetic to the local environment and surrounding
style. We also liked the fact they had a bespoke
design service.”

In 2005, Maggie and Stuart bought a ½
acre plot in Ellishadder, near StafNn, Skye, over-
looking a small loch and the Trotternish Ridge.
The planning process was straightforward and
took place within the Highland Council’s time-
frame as the land already had outline planning
permission. As the plot is in a National Scenic
Area it was stipulated that the house had to
have natural slate on the roof, which had been
in the couple’s original plans. Maggie and

They felt that building
their own property
would give them the
freedom to have a
traditional-looking
home, with all the
modern Nttings of a
new build �
�
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Delivering Tomorrow’s Energy 
Efficiency... today

Call: +44 (0) 1656 868 400
Email: rockshell@rockwool.co.uk
Visit: www.rockshell.uk.com

RockShell is a patented modular wall 
system that meets future energy efficiency 
requirements, today. An innovative system 
for constructing the load bearing walls of 
low-rise buildings, RockShell combines the 
requirements for sustainable lightweight 
constructions with optimal energy 
performance, efficient installation processes 
and high levels of technical support. 

Use RockShell to benefit from: 

Typical U-Value of 0.14

Passivhaus Inst. certified 

Minimised thermal bridges

Increased air-tightness

Reduced wall thickness

Increased speed of build 
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Stuart, 38, also opted to have skews on the roof
to hold it down, which is a feature of original
croft houses. This was one of the Nrst designs
that Skye Homes had made in this way.

John MacDonald, director of Skye Homes,
newly acquired by Breton Developments, said:
“We encourage our clients to make their houses
look as traditional as
possible to reOect the
history of the island.
Maggie’s request for
skews was a challenge
and required addi-
tional detailed work,
which we were happy
to provide. Since the
project we have off-
ered this design to
other selfbuilders.”

The drawings went
into planning in 2006 but the build didn’t start
until 2008 as the couple were living and work-
ing full-time in Cumbria, an eight hour journey
away. It was important that Maggie and Stuart
could continue their teaching jobs while the
house was being built, so they employed a 
project manager to oversee the development
and Skye Homes handled the rest. Maggie

says: “Skye Homes dealt with the building war-
rant, drawings and registration process. We told
them the layout and features we wanted and
that was it. They explained everything to us and
kept us updated at all times, while our project
manager sorted out the tenders and tradesmen.”

The severe weather conditions on the island
presented several prob-
lems as it was often 
too dangerous for the
builders to work on the
site. On several occa-
sions the scaffolding col-
lapsed and a particu-
larly heavy storm put
construction on hold for
two weeks. 

The south-facing house
has amazing views so
the couple made sure

that lots of windows were put in on all sides with
Velux windows upstairs. However, the house
catches the worst of the prevailing winds and
initially rain came through, which meant that the
windows had to be replaced with industrial
strength seals; this solved the additional problem
of draughts.

When it came to clearing the site, the builders

THE BATHROOM FITTINGS WERE SOURCED FROM
LOCAL SUPPLIERS ON THE ISLAND

MAGGIE CURRENTLY RUNS THE ART CAFE FROM HER FRONT ROOM

Severe weather 
conditions on the
island presented 
several problems ��
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Fermacell – the real alternative to plasterboard. A multi-purpose  
Dry Lining board which delivers on quality, flexibility and strength.

No need to skim Moisture resistant Sound insulatingSuperior impact Hanging strength

One board is all it takes. For stockist info: fermacell.co.uk / 0870 609 0306

Because it’s better

®

All the properties of solid masonry with the flexibility of drywall in 
a construction that is often thinner, quicker and cheaper to install

Fermacell dry lining board 
has the strength associated 
with solid masonry, with 
the speed associated with 
dry lining, allowing your 
partitions to take more than 
the everyday knocks.

(making damaged walls a thing of the past)
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were unable to lay normal foundations as the
ground consisted of peat and clay. They had to
opt for a raft, which increased the cost of the
overall project by approximately £10,000 and
meant that new structural drawings had to be
made, which delayed proceedings. 

The couple had previously been living on the
Scottish Borders in an old Cumbrian farmhouse
dating back to 1690. They were in the process
of renovating the property, which was damp
and had to be pinned by two buttresses to keep
it upright. Maggie says that one noticeable dif-
ference is how much warmer the new timber
frame kit is compared to the old stone-built

house: “While we love older properties for their
character they do come with a certain amount
of problems and a lot of maintenance, which
we were keen to avoid this time round.”

All of the tradesmen working on the new build
were local and used materials sourced from the
island to keep the character of the house. This
meant that any plumbing or electrical problems
could be solved easily. This was important
because the house is so remote. Most of the
products inside the house were from local sup-
pliers in the Highlands, including the hardwood
Oooring and the bathroom Nttings. 

The interior design is also traditional and has

THE HARDWOOD FLOORING AND TRADITIONAL
DOOR FITTINGS GIVE THE LIVING ROOM A
‘COUNTRY’ FEEL

All of the tradesmen
working on the 
new build were
local and used
materials sourced
from the island �
�

THE HOUSE OVERLOOKS A SMALL LOCH AND THE TROTTERNISH RIDGE
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project costs
Cost of land: £52,000
Overall cost of project: £148,000
Value of property now: £225,000

What was the high point of the project�
“Seeing the house completed!”

The low point was:
“Discovering that the ground conditions were
unsuitable to lay down the foundations.
Combined with the severe weather condi-
tions on the island, the house would not have
been stable.”

Contacts
• Joinery work: RK Joinery 

(Robert MacQueen), Braes
www.rkjoineryisleofskye.co.uk

• Project manager: 
George Milne, Struan

• Flooring: Russwood, Newtonmore,
Purpletree, County Durham
www.russwood.co.uk

• Doors & wworktops: British Hardwoods
www.britishhardwoods.co.uk

• Ironmongery: Jim Lawrence
www.jim-lawrence.co.uk

• Bathroom: The Bathroom Shop
www.thebathroomshop-carlisle.co.uk

• Kitchen: B&Q
www.diy.com

the same layout as a traditional croft house only
it is slightly larger. Both the kitchen and master
bedroom are ‘country’ style with ledged and
braced doors and a range cooker. Maggie
said: “The functionality of the layout is very
appealing; it is cosy with no wasted space.”

Maggie and Stuart were very involved in the
building process from start to Nnish and would
travel up from Cumbria during the school holi-
days to work on the house: “We very much
wanted to be hands-on and spent one New
Years Eve laying the stone slabs in the kitchen!”

They moved in during June 2009 and
Maggie admits they were worried about the val-
uation of the property on completion: “When the
house was being valued we were told that
house prices in the area had dropped between
10 and 20 per cent,” she said. “Fortunately,
because of the high standard of workmanship,
and in particular the joinery work, the house
was still valued at £225,000, which was the
same as had been predicted before.”

Maggie’s dream was to set up an art cafe in
a purpose built building next to the house, where
she could pursue her own artwork. She gave up
teaching in September 2011 and is living in the
new house in Skye while Stuart Nnishes the ren-
ovation in Cumbria. Work is now underway to
build the ‘Ellishadder Art Cafe,’ however, the
builders faced the same problem with the
ground conditions and had to excavate 1.5
metres deep and Nll it with almost 300 tons of
rock for a solid foundation. 

Meanwhile, Maggie has been running the
cafe from her lounge in the Skye Homes house
where she sells handmade home accessories.
The location and beautiful views make it the per-
fect spot for Stuart to pursue his landscape paint-
ing, which will be sold from the cafe. Maggie
added: “Everyone you speak to about building
your own home envisages it being a stressful
process but ours certainly wasn’t, we really
enjoyed the whole thing!”

WORK IN PROGRESS: PREPARING TO LAY
THE SLATESON THE ROOF AND THE

SKEWS ARE ADDED TO THE
FRAMEWORK OF THE HOUSE
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THE HOUSE IS SOUTH FACING
WITH BRIGHTLY LIT ROOMS

The functionality of
the layout is very
appealing; it is 
cosy with no 
wasted space
– Maggie Williams �
�
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Enq. 120

MAKE A GRAND ENTRANCE

DESIGNER STAIRS & BALUSTRADES
FOR THE MODERN HOME

Spine - Beam | Staircase Specialists
Modern & Traditional | Glass Balustrades

Call one of  our team on:

0151 228 8207
www.bespokebalustrades.co.uk

 

    
   

   
 

  
 

      

  Evolved Design 
a better way of  
self-building homes...

Evolved Design 
T  01691 778846
info@evolved-design.co.uk
www.evolved-design.co.uk 
http://on.fb.me/n2Ftdl 
@evolvedesignltd

DESIGNER
CERTIFIED

PASSIVEHOUSE
DESIGNER

Hultafors
With over 14,000 products judged in
this year's programme, the 'Best of the
Best' accolade was summed up by
comments that the Judges were
impressed with the wrecking bar’s
unique functionality, safety and modern
design. The product's improved design
and revolutionary features now mean
that you get a tough job done in
almost every conceivable working
environment on site. This advanced
wrecking bar’s adjustable claw can be
rotated through nine different positions

to ensure the optimum working position for the task at hand. Manufactured
from high quality steel with an ergonomic easy-grip, rubber-clad handle, the
Wrecking Bar’s wide contact surfaces and thin ends make it easy to use. 

 

Enq. 121

Enq. 118

Everbuild Building Products
Everbuild Building Products have
launched a brand new range of wood
stains and varnishes to the market and
they are asking you to try them out and
believe it for yourself. Their top quality,
(ve year, quick drying wood stain
enhances the natural qualities of wood
while providing a long term weather-
proof protection. Available in six pop-
ular shades: Antique Pine, Dark Oak,
Natural Oak, Mahogany, Rosewood
and Walnut, the range is ideal for use
on smooth planed exterior and interior

timber such as doors, windows, conservatories etc. An ultra-hard, heatproof
clear varnish completes the new offering.

Tel: 0113 240 3456   www.everbuild.co.uk

     

Enq. 119

Enq. 122

Showerlux
Bathroom manufacturer Showerlux has unveiled an enhancement of 
its high quality, extremely popular Glide shower enclosure range. The
updated collection now features a new handle design, detachable lower
wheel system and comes with a lifetime guarantee to ensure a hassle-
free showering experience. 

Now designed with new handles on both sides of the frame, the re"ned
range allows the user to easily open the shower door from both inside and
outside the enclosure and also enriches the visual appeal to provide an
enhanced shower solution. 

As with all the enclosures in the Glide range, the doors incorporate the
easi-glide roller system to allow them to slide open effortlessly. Augmenting
the seamless glide design, the new detachable lower wheel system
enables the enclosure to be safely removed from the enclosing frame, mak-
ing it easier to clean, and maintain.

Tel: 02476 882515   www.showerlux.co.uk

       

Stand C38

Stand D58
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If you’re interested in inspirational design ideas,
renovation tips, energy saving solutions and the
latest products and services for the home then
look no further! The Northern Home Show, the
north west’s only dedicated home show, will be
launched in Manchester at the Trafford Centre
from 15-17 June 2012.

Held at Event City, the Northern Home Show
is for everyone interested in making the most of
their home. A must-visit event, the show offers 
a one-stop shopping opportunity covering all
aspects of home improvement, renovation, self-
build, interiors, energy efCciency and gardens. 

And that’s not all! The Show features free
seminars, live demonstrations and advice from
the experts, giving you the skills and informa-
tion to tackle your home and garden projects
with confidence. 

Taking place during the Love Architecture
Festival 2012, you will be able to arrange short
consultations with chartered architects from the
Royal Institute of British Architects, there to help
make your dream home a reality.

Tickets are £8 per person on the door (children
under 16 go free). For more information and
advance tickets, ring 0844 888 4415 or visit
www.northernhomeshow.co.uk.

Tips for selfbuilders and renovators
Aspiring to create a truly individual home is a
dream shared by thousands of homeowners but
is not to be undertaken lightly. 

Selfbuilders and renovators do it for a variety
of reasons. They want something different – per-
haps an environmentally sustainable home or
custom-built for their work and interests. Or they
fall in love with a chapel or a barn and decide
to convert it. 

Whether building from scratch or renovating,
embarking on a major building project calls for
careful planning. It’s estimated that for every 10
people who explore the idea, only one realises
their vision. To help ensure you have the best
chance of being that one in 10, the organisers
of The Northern Home Show have some top tips
to offer.

Tip 1 – Setting your budgets
Before falling in love with a potential project,
have a deCnitive budget in mind, then add 10
per cent as a contingency – realising dreams
is not an exact science and costs have a habit
of escalating.

Work out how much it is going to cost to live
during the building process. You could rent or
even stay put rather than living in a caravan on
site but this will be at a price. Find out from mort-
gage providers what they are prepared to offer.
With the annual UK Mortgage Market Map
from Datamonitor predicting a 141 per cent
growth in gross self build lending over the next
three years (from £790 million to £1.9 billion
by 2015) it’s likely that there will be a range of
products on offer. 

Tip 2 – Finding a plot or project
Finding the plot or project for your dream home
is a challenge. Prices vary enormously and it is
difCcult to compare like with like values as you
would for similar existing houses. If you decide

an exciting 
new home show

for the north west!
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you want to live in a particular area, it pays to
do some legwork. Obviously, sign up with local
estate agents for details but also ask around in
local pubs and shops – maybe put an ad in the
local store or newspaper. 

Tip 3 – The design
Building for yourself requires passion, time and
energy, as well as good management skills and
a huge amount of forward planning. The best
and cheapest builds are those that take years to
plan and only months to build. The early stages
of the project are crucial because at this point
the architect translates dreams into elevations
and the planners have their say. Finding the right
architect or package build company is so impor-
tant. Work with someone who has relevant expe-
rience and sympathy for your ideas. Interview
architects and visit package build companies.
Look at examples of their work and choose the
one you get on with and who shares your view
of the world.

Tip 4 – Planning permission
To get planning permission your design needs
to Ct into the landscape and local building pat-
tern. You may need to do some persuading. It
can be a good idea to take photographs of the
neighbourhood to show the local styles to sup-
port your case. It may be worth contacting a
planning consultant if you want to build in a par-
ticularly sensitive area. This service can be well
worth the money as they will usually be able to
give quite clear guidelines of what the local
planning authorities are likely to consider.
Remember that the planning authorities are a
service to the local community and not the
enemy – the idea is to work together!

Tip 5 – Material matters
Having the opportunity to specify the materials
and the aesthetics of a building is tremendously
appealing but, be warned, the choice can be
daunting. Your architect should advise you and
the planners will have their say but you will have

to decide which roof tiles, Door coverings, win-
dow frames, etc, you want for your house. Look
into the cost, quality and availability of materi-
als, and how easy or problematic they are to
work with. Do this before the build starts.
Problems with lead times and availability from
different sources are major reasons why builds
run late.

Tip 6 – Quality control
Be on site as much as you can, even if you have
appointed your architect or builder as project
manager. This keeps the communication Dowing
and ensures that decisions are made without
costly delays. Choose kitchen and bathroom Ct-
tings and measure carefully to make sure they
Ct. Compromises will undoubtedly need to be
made during the design and build. Establish
early on what your priorities are. 

Tip 7 – Homework
Do your homework. Get as much information as
possible by researching online, buying maga-
zines and visiting The Northern Home Show, on
at Manchester’s EventCity, the Trafford Centre,
from 15-17 June. As well as exhibitors the Show
features free seminars, workshops and advice
from the experts. Taking place during the Love
Architecture Festival 2012, you will also be
able to arrange short consultations with char-
tered architects from the Royal Institute of British
Architects, there to help make your dream home
a reality. Tickets are £8 on the door (children
under 16 go free). For more information and
advance tickets, ring 0844 888 4415 or visit
www.northernhome-show.co.uk.

Free tickets for Selfbuilder & Homemaker readers!
We’ve got 100 pairs of tickets to The Northern
Home Show to give away to our readers. 
To get your free tickets, simply follow the link 
www.northernhomeshow.eventbrite.co.uk 
and type in the code SBH. �
�
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However much window glass you are planning 
for your project, you can make your home more 
energy effi cient by specifying PLANITHERM.
PLANITHERM is an advanced coating offering an optimal 
balance of solar gain and retained internal heat.

Don’t compromise...

A clear view on 
energy effi ciency

Discover more and fi nd an installer at www.planitherm.com

...insist on

301
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doors, windows & 
conservatories supplement

april & may 2012
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Schueco folding doors. 
Just opening one tells you  
all you need to know

Green Technology for the Blue Planet
Clean Energy from Solar and Windows

When you slide open a Schueco aluminium folding door, you can just feel the quality. 
Precision rollers ensure effortless, fingertip operation and yet multi-point locking  
means security is never compromised. Folded back into a neat stack to left or right, 
inside or outside, the doors – available in a wide selection of colours and finishes –  
give a huge clear opening of as much as 95%. When closed, they deliver exceptional 
levels of thermal insulation and weather-tightness, while flooding your home with light. 
For beautifully finished doors engineered to look good and to last, year after year,  
there’s really only one choice. www.schueco.co.uk

302
Enquiry
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showroom sunparadise uk ltd  phoenix whar f eel  pie is land twickenham middlesex TW1 3DY
tel 020 8538 9585  emai l info@sunparadise.co.uk  web www.sunparadise.co.uk

B E S P O K E  A L U M I N I U M  G L A Z I N G

SUNPARADISE
FOLDING DOORS SLIDING DOORS DOORS & WINDOWS

CONSERVATORIES WINTER GARDENS GLAZED ROOFS CURTAIN WALLING FRAMELESS GLAZING

Led by design,
created for living

Enq. 303

Transform a dark and unappeal-
ing space with the use of natural
light and ventilation – an attractive
hardwood Quayside conserva-
tory lantern roof, created from Far
Eastern, sustainable hardwood.  

The glazing bars used in the
lantern comprise a two-stage alu-
minium capping system to provide
a weather tight seal. The glass is
supported by neoprene gasket,
which is secured externally by
maintenance-free, powder-coated
cappings. 

Each element of the roof is colour-
coded in its "nish to suit the style
of the orangery or roof area it is
intended to enhance. Internally,
each area of the roof, including
rafters, hips and ridge, have a
deep timber moulding. Optional
aluminium "nials and cresting.

        

Enq. 310

Urban Front Ltd, manufacturers of
steel reinforced hardwood con-
temporary front doors, has just
announced a range of unique inte-
rior doors. These highly sound
insulated hardwood doors come
with matching frames built with
acoustic seals on all four sides
and with concealed or pivot
hinges. They are available in sizes
up to three metres by 1.2 metres
wide. The doors are available in
16 different contemporary styles
and six different hardwoods with
the choice to match to all the exter-
nal door designs as well. They
come with a wide choice of 
hardware, including clear and
sandblasted glass and brushed
stainless steel accents. Each door
is meticulously designed and
hand-made to order and is avail-
able with Urban Front’s unique
pivot hinge system.

     

Enq. 314

New from Schueco UK is the 
ASS 77 PD, a range of motorised,
'panoramic' aluminium sliding
doors offering varying levels of
thermal insulation. Able to accom-
modate very wide openings with
two, three or four leaves each up
to 3.2 metres wide and 3.5
metres high, these premium doors
are ideal for high-end residential
properties. 

A key feature of all versions of the
doors is the minimal pro)le face
widths of the central meeting stiles
(30mm) and the fact that the outer
frame (200mm deep) is com-
pletely concealed in the building
structure on all four sides. This not
only makes the doors appear
supremely elegant, but also max-
imises the area of clear glass, thus
allowing the maximum amount of
light transparency. 

        

Enq. 302

1st Folding Sliding Doors is a
national company based in
London, offering the supply
and/or installation of specialist
concertina style and sliding doors.
Their staff have many years of
experience behind them and are
proud to offer a personal service,
handling the project from concept
to completion. They have their
own in house !tting teams to
ensure the installation is carried
out with the minimum disturbance.
Alternatively, they can supply doors
and you can arrange for the instal-
lation to be carried out yourselves.
They can arrange a free site sur-
vey to offer advice on designs
and will follow that up with a 
quotation with no obligation for
you. Folding sliding doors provide
a wider opening and are avail-
able in an enormous choice of
colours and !nishes, and security. 
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MY WINDOW INTO THE FUTURE

SPECIAL OFFER
FREE TRIPLE GLAZING SOLAR+

FREE SPECIAL COLOURS, FREE ALUMINIUM CLADDING 

 FREE upgrade to triple glazing 
with special coating SOLAR+ 

 FREE special colours

 For the timber/aluminium 
windows HF 200 and HF 300

 FREE upgrade to triple glazing 
with special coating SOLAR+

 FREE aluminium cladding in 
all standard colours

 For the UPVC/aluminium 
windows KF 200 and KF 220

To take advantage of this offer, please contact:

Internorm Windows UK Ltd 
Unit D · Colindale Business Park · 2–10 Carlisle Road · London · NW9 0OH

Tel.: +44 (0) 208 205 9991 · Fax: +44 (0) 208 905 8744 · E-Mail: offi ce@internorm.co.uk · www.internorm.co.uk

When buying windows, rely 
on brand quality and the 
highly thermally insulating, 
energy saving windows of 
Internorm – Europe’s 
leading window brand. 

With an Internorm window 
you are choosing the best 
manufactured windows which 
make it a remarkable long 
term investment.   

MORE ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY – 
A BETTER 
QUALITY OF 
LIVING.

Window system HF 200
Uw up to 0.69 W/m2K

Window system KF 220
Uw up to 0.74 W/m2K

12th March – 
15th June 2012
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Love Light
Love Space
Love Solarlux

MADE in GERMANY

Call us on 01707 339 970, or visit solarlux.co.uk to find out more.

Enjoy the outside all year round, 
whatever the weather.

Open the possibilities to true innovation unlike any other, with Solarlux 
bi-folding doors, wintergardens and glass canopies. No boundaries. Just a 
seamless fusion of light and space, in thermally insulated comfort. 
Experience the feeling yourself – visit us at Grand Designs Live, London’s 
ExCel, stand B120, and download the Solarlux app from the App Store now.

BI-FOLDING DOORS  |   WINTERGARDENS  |   GLASS CANOPIES 

Enq. 305

There are plenty of joinery manu-
facturers offering ‘made to 
measure’ joinery using their stan-
dard pro%les and speci%cations.
Brinard Joinery can offer the
same type of service at competi-
tive rates but also offer a fully
Bespoke service. The ‘keyword’ at
Brinard Joinery is choice; choice
of materials, pro%les, %ttings, con-
%guration, style, %nishing and
glazing. Whether you require
modern, contemporary, traditional
or classic style, they can create a
product that meets your needs and
can match existing joinery exactly
to satisfy the requirements of local
authorities for heritage, conserva-
tion projects or listed buildings 
and frequently get involved to 
create a solution that satis%es 
conservation requirements in app-
earance, while meeting modern
standards of insulation, glazing,
ventilation and treatment.

     

Enq. 321

Duration Windows has success-
fully been manufacturing windows
and doors in Essex for over 25
years. According to Duration’s MD
Brian Chelton, their longevity is
due to the broad range and 
continuous development of prod-
ucts offered. 

Duration Heritage Windows ben-
e*t from bespoke pro*le related
butt hinges and class leading
security while maintaining super-
slim sightlines. Security has been
improved by using the unique
Chelton locking system, which is
driven by a wide range of beauti-
ful Chelton handles. Handle styles
include old monkey tail styles
through to ultra modern slim +ush
designs. Brian has further devel-
oped the Chelton system so that
the Chelton locking and handles
also *t the Smarts Alitherm 47 and
Beaufort Advanced systems.
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The Express ‘XPView’ is the most
superior quality bi-folding door
system manufactured in the UK.
Although face widths are nar-
row, with a typical sightline of
120mm, the frames are incredibly
strong, allowing the individual
door panels to be made up to
1,200mm wide and 3,000mm
high. With these same dimen-
sions, the even more impressive
XPView80 boasts a typical sight-
line of an incredible 112mm.
High insulation technology means
an overall U value of 1.3 is
achieved – the lowest U value of
any aluminium bi-folding door in
the world. Other features include
attractive pro1le design with
radiused edges and EPDM glaz-
ing gaskets with discreet gasket
lips preventing black borders
around the glazing. The door leaf-
stack folds easily, gliding almost
silently.
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With the increased popularity of
oversized sliding doors and 
windows the development of a
suitable 'y screen system has
been a top priority. The Flyscreen
Company’s Sliding Fly Screen
System for panoramic doors and
windows brings the garden into
the home, without the 'ying
insects. Individual sliding panes
can be made up to 2 metres wide
and 2.5 metres high without the
need for mid-rails, allowing unin-
terrupted panoramic views. A
complete system is made from one
or more panes to mirror the
arrangement of the doors or win-
dows being screened. Frames
can be custom painted to match
door and window frames. Strong
PVC coated &breglass mesh keeps
'ying insects out and allows light
in without restricting views. The
system is designed to allow a 
variety of different &tting methods.

        

Enq. 306

http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.brinardjoinery.co.uk/&evt_type=5&pr_guid=1b06c005-4e23-46fd-ada9-9bf415e4ccab&comp_guid=3243d92b-da8d-47db-992e-024c1921d234&ban_guid=
http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.duration.co.uk&evt_type=7&pr_guid=&comp_guid=aaef03e4-ab9f-4132-897a-bb5a45d55f10&ban_guid=
http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.expressbifoldingdoors.co.uk&evt_type=7&pr_guid=&comp_guid=6b907fb1-cc1f-4e3a-badb-6e75277dd38a&ban_guid=
http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.flyscreen.com&evt_type=7&pr_guid=&comp_guid=67b9ec18-2eb8-4624-8044-2f777bab2530&ban_guid=
http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.solarlux.co.uk&evt_type=7&pr_guid=&comp_guid=aa24ebce-20d3-43dd-a7f5-99ae0300acef&ban_guid=
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Sliding Fly Screen Systems for
panoramic doors & windows

Fresh air without #ying insects 
uninterrupted views

• Smooth operation  • Custom made for perfect "t
• Your choice of paint "nish

• Strong PVC coated "berglass mesh
• Individual panes up to 2 metres wide by 2.5 

metres high with no mid-bars

01454 238288
www.�yscreen.com
sales@�yscreen.com

 

CONSERVATION BY DESIGN

020 8695 0055  www.thwc.co.uk#sb

Ultra-slim frames to replicate your 
traditional windows

Fit direct into original timber, brick or stone

Installed by our own craftsmen

Full consultation service

BENENDENTM � THE ORIGINAL SLIMLINE
ALUMINIUMWINDOWS

Enq. 307

Garador has put style back into
front doors with its upgraded
range of high quality, fully insu-
lated Frontguard doors.

The doors, which are already
proving to be popular with con-
sumers, not only look stunning, but
they are quality engineered and
manufactured from top quality
materials.

The FrontGuard range is available
in both steel and aluminium with
panel designs in both classic and
modern styles, appealing to all
tastes. 

They are also available with a
choice of either timber or alu-
minium frames.
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The Heritage Window Company
is an established family run busi-
ness with over 45 years’ industry
experience. It was speci$cally
formed to provide a bespoke 
service to discerning homeowners
who are passionate about retain-
ing the original window style in
keeping with the character of their
property, while improving on
energy ef$ciency, weathering and
maintenance. The BenendenTM

aluminium window is the slimmest
aluminium section on the market
and has been uniquely designed
to replace and replicate the origi-
nal metal windows of period prop-
erties, while providing the bene$ts
of modern performance glazing.
The BenendenTM window can be
installed direct into brick or stone,
into existing or new timber frames
and can be individually designed
to replicate the shapes and sizes
without compromise to aesthetics.
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Combining form and function, a
sectional garage door with an
integral wicket door is the latest
example of engineering excel-
lence from Hörmann. Available
as an option with both automatic
and manually operated doors, this
hinged door, within the garage
door, allows easy access without
the need for a separate side
entrance. The attention to detail
includes Hörmann's unique trip
free threshold. This stainless steel
threshold strip is only 5mm high at
each edge rising to 10mm in the
centre and features adjustable
double seals to compensate for
uneven (oors. Innovation contin-
ues with patented 'nger trap pro-
tection across the wicket door, its
frame and the entire sectional
door. The wicket door frame can
be supplied as anodised, in a
neutral colour, or to match the
main door panel.
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As the only window brand in
Europe with nine passive house
certi)cates, Internorm represents
the leading expertise in energy
ef)cient windows and doors for
over 80 years, and is the market
leader in Europe for highly ther-
mally insulating window systems.

You can rely on their product qual-
ity and specialist dealers of high
competency, right from the initial
consultation, through to installa-
tion, and up to after sales service.
With Internorm you acquire the
highest security, increase the qual-
ity of life and the value of your
home. 

Internorm is currently running a
Spring Promotion on some of their
product ranges, which ends on
15 June 2012. 
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Garage and Industrial Doors

Safe, Secure and Stylish 
ThermoPro:  

 The Steel Entrance Door

Secure, stylish and thermally 
efficient, the ThermoPro range of 
entrance doors offer classic and 
contemporary style. Secured by 
Design options add to the high level 
of security and a wide choice of 
colours, glazing and hardware, create 
a desirable option for every home.

ThermoPro TPS 015 in Traffic white RAL 9016, with side assembly (optional)

More information at:

www.hormann.co.uk
For literature on our complete range  

call 01530 516888 - ref: SH

Enq. 309Enq. 308

Looking for 100% solid oak doors?

 Traditional construction methods

 

 Classic and contemporary designs

 High quality solid oak

 All kiln dried

 Prices from £124.95

Call us for a FREE quotation  t: 01455 363009
w: www.ukoakdoors.co.uk    e: info@ukoakdoors.co.uk

Revolutionary and stylish, JB
Kind’s new Eco Flush door range
is ground breaking and economi-
cal. New state-of-the-art painting
technology creates the .awless
timber graining effect for these
remarkably affordable doors.
Constructed with a cellular core
(solid core for glazed and FD30
-re doors), the superior painted
-nish offers consistent uniformity,
ideal for matching purposes.
Available from stock in a variety
of designs and -nishes, including
Wenge, Ash Grey and White, 
as well as FD30 -re door and
glazed options. Eco Flush’s
bespoke service offers much
more: paint -nishes that include
Wenge, Ash Grey, Walnut, Oak,
Maple, Limed Oak and White.
Different design styles include
plain .ush with horizontal or verti-
cal graining and so much more...
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Old Manor Cottages design and
manufacture traditional windows
and doors for modern living in
Listed buildings and homes situ-
ated within conservation areas.
Old Manor Cottages is dedicated
to historic preservation, as owner,
Richard Smith, explained: “Old
Manor Cottages came about due
to the lack of traditional windows
being made. We decided it was
time to design and manufacture a
range of windows that were very
traditional in style but incorporated
modern technology discreetly.”
Offering a range of box sash and
casement windows with matching
doors built to the traditional and
stylish designs of the Georgian,
Victorian and Edwardian periods
(all manufactured in their
Northamptonshire factory), Old
Manor Cottages have transformed
the way modern day double-glaz-
ing is produced.
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Completely bespoke, totally Quayside

For our brochure or further information
contact Quayside Conservatories on

01502 714512
www.quayside-conservatories.co.uk

enquiries@quayside-conservatories.co.uk
Quayside Conservatories - Specialist manufacturers of high quality hardwood Conservatories,
Orangeries, Lantern Roofs & Garden Rooms

SEE US AT THE

NORFOLK & SUFFOLK SHOWS!

SUFFOLK: 7TH AND 8TH JUNE (STAND NUMBER 651)

NORFOLK: 27TH AND 28TH JUNE (STAND NUMBER 343)

Enq. 310

Westbury Windows & Joinery
New research by Westbury Windows
& Joinery, the UK-based designer and
manufacturer of standard and bespoke
windows and doors, shows that white
is the most popular colour for wood
front doors or entrance doors in the UK
today. Natural stained and/or var-
nished %nishes are the second most
popular choice with black in third
place. Jonathan Hey, managing direc-
tor of Westbury Joinery, said: “When
you open a front door or entrance
door, it is said that you shake hands

with the house, so to make a good %rst impression, a house needs a solid,
well maintained door that is in-keeping with the style of the property.” 

Tel: 01245 326 510   www.westburyjoinery.com
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Keylite Roof Windows
Keylite Roof Windows has been
awarded the Charles Godfrey Product
of the Year 2011 Award by
Professional Builder magazine, for its
innovative range of roof windows,
which incorporate the company’s
unique ‘Flick Fit’ bracket design. The
award follows in-situ product testing
conducted by the magazine. The
ground-breaking ‘Flick Fit’ technology
enables the installer to ,t the roof win-
dow from inside the building without
removing the sash, thus dramatically

reducing installation times. The pre-,tted brackets are simply -icked into posi-
tion so that the window can easily be lifted into place from inside the roof,
removing many of the associated risks of working at height. 
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Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies
Ingersoll Rand Security Technologies’
CISA Astral S and AP3 S cylinders are
among the )rst to attain TS 007, the
latest kitemark security standard for
cylinder locks. TS 007 is aimed at the
retro)t market and has been introduced
speci)cally to address the vulnerabili-
ties of lock cylinders. The standard is
characterised by the use of a star rat-
ing and has been designed to rate pro-
tection against cylinder snapping,
bumping and other methods of access.
The new standard is designed as a

three star solution. Under the ratings, maximum three star protection can be
achieved by a combination of a cylinder (marked with one star) and security
door furniture such as a strengthened door handle (marked with two stars).

Enq. 327

IronmongeryDirect
For those looking at practical storage
solutions in constricted spaces, one
popular consideration is !tting pocket
doors. These have the advantages 
of not only freeing up "oor space 
but are great for hiding away clutter 
on shelving systems behind them.
IronmongeryDirect supplies Eclisse
Pocket door systems, which are simple,
functional, strong and reliable. They
work well anywhere "oor space is at
a premium, freeing up previously unus-
able wall and "oor space with a sleek,

clean and modern appearance. A cost effective solution for storage con-
cerns can be found in the form of simple yet robust metal shelving, Aspect.

Tel: 0808 168 28 28   www.IronmongeryDirect.com
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www.lowcostwindows.com 

Freephone: 
0800 074 5196

equilux

Equilux Security Shutters by Charter are the smart way
to protect your property. Intelligently installed to protect
doors and windows, with the system totally concealed
from view, you can now combine effective security with
aesthetic appeal. 
Safeguard your home in style.

equilux www.equiluxshutters.com

0845 050 8705

Enq. 312

Garador
Garador, the major garage door manufacturer in the UK, has taken the
design of the garage door one step further with the launch of its new range
of “Design Doors”, which gives a whole new design choice for the outside
appearance of properties. The range includes nine stylish designs of subtle
circular and square shapes, which are available on Garadors “Design
Range 100” – horizontal panels or “Design Range 200” – vertical panels.
And, with a choice of eight colours, white, black, green, blue, steel blue,
brown, red and titan metallic, the Garador Design Range offers something
for everyone, and will compliment the exterior of any home. The Garador
Design Range is manufactured in the UK to the highest standards of crafts-
manship and with all their products Garador offers a superior guarantee
of 10 years. Simon Hipgrave, MD of Garador said; “Today’s homeowners
really care about the appearance of their property and are able to choose
from thousands of different designs for front doors, however, the garage
door has traditionally been plain, until now. The designs of the range com-
plement the range of Garador’s “FrontGuard” front doors

Tel: 01935 443722   www.garador.co.uk
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NEW
INTERIOR
DOORS

www.urbanfront.co.uk

01494 778 787

Enq. 314
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QualityIronmongery.co.uk is the
new company on the web, provid-
ing a great service offering the
best products at the lowest trade
prices. Their extensive range is
available in many 'nishes and
includes external bolts, hinges,
padlocks, brackets and much
much more, probably one of the
widest choices in the UK. Sales in
2012 have already exceeded
those in 2011 and are expected
to quadruple by the year end. The
reason for this rapid expansion is
that Quality Ironmongery buy in
bulk. There are no gimmicks or
fancy packaging and no retail out-
lets so overheads are minimal. You
can only buy online or over the
phone. All savings are passed on
to the customer resulting in proba-
bly the lowest prices in the UK.
The wide range, low prices and
next day delivery ensure this busi-
ness is one to watch.
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Developers, installers and home-
owners can take the easiest route
to Building Regulations compli-
ance for new or replacement win-
dows by specifying Planitherm,
one of the most energy ef1cient
glass for windows available.
Manufactured in the UK by Saint-
Gobain Glass, Planitherm Total+
has been optimised for Window
Energy Ratings thanks to its bal-
ance of very low thermal losses
and high solar gain. 
This can improve a window’s
energy index by more than
13kWh/m2/year compared to
traditional hard coated low-E
products (more than one band
width). Typically, using Planitherm
will easily meet the required
Window Energy Rating of C, and
with many frame and glazing
component combinations an A 
rating is achieved. 
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Experience seamless design and
pure innovation by creating a
brighter, more organic living
space for those you care about
the most. Solarlux’s contemporary
wintergardens, bi-folding glass
doors and glass canopies allow
you to reach out and capture your
natural environment while you
relax in unadulterated, thermally-
insulated comfort and style.
Solarlux’s new SL97 glass door
system represents a breakthrough
in passive housing. Floor-mounted
or top-hung, internal or external-
opening, the panels fold back to
give you a %uid transition into the
world beyond. Superior, triple-
glazed insulation for higher 
than average energy savings.
Outstanding, low maintenance
weather protection and long-last-
ing engineering for easy, quiet
and smooth operation.
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Introducing unique Monoslide80
slide-and-stack door, the latest
addition from Sunparadise  the
bespoke aluminium glazing spe-
cialists. Moveable M80 glazed
partitions run along a single track
and each panel is engineered to
slide easily around corners of 
any angle between 90° to 270°
into a remote stacking area.
Constructed from highly insulated
thermally broken aluminium sec-
tions the Monoslide80 achieves a
Uw Value of just 1.4 when com-
bined with standard Sunparadise
glass or lower with additional
glazing options. The Monoslide 
is just one of the beautifully engi-
neered products offered by
Sunparadise whose extensive
range of bespoke aluminium glaz-
ing incorporates roof glazing and
curtain walling alongside folding
and sliding doors, doors and 
windows. 
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Solid Oak Contemporary doors
have a unique quality very few
products truly capture. A contem-
porary design that suits a modern
environment but with traditional
build quality that can't be
improved upon. And that’s partic-
ularly relevant to the self-build mar-
ket because self-build homes more
than any other examples of archi-
tecture or home design re%ect
modern living. Many people
choose to self-build because they
want a traditional looking home
on the outside but a truly modern
design on the inside. The solid
oak contemporary door from UK
Oak Doors is not like doors from
other suppliers that use veneers.
They’re available with the option
to add glazing too and all use tra-
ditional construction methods with
mortice and tenon joints so will
last a lifetime. 
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If your idea of white doors is the
somewhat dated and tired looking
moulded skin offerings found in
many DIY outlets, then it’s time to
think again. The new Just White
Range from Vicaima presents con-
temporary styling, multiple surface
options and different shades of
white to re-invigorate this timeless
classic. As well as adding a clean
and fresh look to any decor, the
new Just White Range offers undi-
luted style and a fresh look for UK
homes. Just White creates plenty
of scope for design with a choice
that includes everything from a
clean and simple (ush surface to
intricate face grooving in a selec-
tion of interesting and geometric
patterns. Additionally, Just White
doors can be 'tted with decora-
tive glazing and inventive open-
ings to bring light and (exibility to
interior space. 
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Timber windows and doors man-
ufacturer Allan Brothers Ltd,
which is embarking on a cam-
paign to sell more of its products
direct to consumers, has a new
sales director. He is Dareth Daley,
who is returning to the position 
he held with the Berwick upon
Tweed-based company he left 10
years ago. “The fact that Allan
Brothers is now owned by the 
progressive Inwido Group is a
major factor in my returning to the
company, coupled with the oppor-
tunities for growth, particularly in
the south of England,” said 51
year-old Mr Daley, who has
worked in the construction sector
selling doors and windows for 30
years. He added: “I’m keen to
develop the pro,le of the brand
and increase the pro,tability of a
company which has a proud her-
itage and has just celebrated its
bi-centenary.”
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Door knobs are available in all 
different styles and a huge array
of #nishes. The Door Handle
Company look at the variety of
door knobs that you can buy in
most DIY shops or online stores. A
mortise door knob implies the use
of a lock or a latch or a bathroom
lock that is mortised into the door.
This requires wood to be chiselled
out of the door to #t the internal
latch or lock to be input into the
door. Rim door knobs are
designed for use with a rim lock
or a rim latch. This type of lock
and latch are #tted to the outside
of a door and not a lot of prepa-
ration is needed to the door
before #tting them. Centre door
knobs, as the name implies, are
centre door knobs, they are #tted
to the centre of front doors. This is
widely chosen for it's design and
added style to the front door.
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1ST
FOLDING
SLIDING
DOORS

light space style

020 8997 2448
www.1stfoldingslidingdoors.co.uk

CONCERTINA DOORS FOLDING DOORS SLIDING DOORS
Unit 26/3 Silicon Business Centre, 26 Wadsworth Road,

Perivale, Greenford, Middlesex UB6 7JZ
Please call to arrange a visit to our Showhouse in Winchester

or showroom in London

Top Quality Folding 
Sliding Doors

British, German
and Belgium
Design

Manufacturers for
British and Belguim
Doors

Distributor for
Sunflex, Germany

Fantastic variety of 
finishes and 
colours

Virtually
maintenance free

Unsurpassed
security features

Full fitting available

Free survey and 
design advice

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔
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Before you
choose a door, open it!

www.jbkind.com

When you're searching for something different in door design, all you
really need is the JB Kind brochure. We've always been very particular
about what goes into it, so don't be surprised at what you get out of it.

Call for our brochure today or download it online.

Tel: 01283 554197 Email: info@jbkind.com
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Offering the widest choice of garage doors
in Steel, PVC, GRP and Timber 

Bunford Lane, Yeovil, 

Tel: (01935) 443722   

www.gara

Somerset, BA20 2EJ

Fax: (01935) 443744

dor.co.uk

design options Garador will have the right door for 
you. Don’t make a rushed decision, you can phone 
and ask for one of our brochures or visit 
www.garador.co.uk. You can also use the QR code 
to immediately view our brochures online.

The garage door is an important design element of your home and expected to function for years to come. Garador 
Garage doors are engineered with the home owner in mind and with our large variety of different materials, styles and 

To use QR code please download 
a QR reader for your mobile device 
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Bespoke manufacturers of:

Casement Windows � Sliding Sash Windows 
� Doors and Door sets � Bi-folding Door sets � Conservatories 

� Orangeries � For new-build, renovation or conservation projects

sales@brinardjoinery.co.uk

www.brinardjoinery.co.uk
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JELD-WEN
The current trend to create a light and
airy living space, with the +exibility to
close off or open up a room, has now
been enhanced even further with two
exciting new additions to JELD-WEN’s
popular Room Fold Plus internal sliding
folding door range; a Shaker clear
door and a new Aston three light
design. The Aston and Shaker designs
are manufactured from chain of cus-
tody-certi*ed American white oak and
feature Room Fold’s unique design
without the need for a bottom track,

which provides the bene*t of uninterrupted +ooring from room to room. The
tri-fold con*guration means that doors fold and slide away simply and 
conveniently to increase the amount of available space.

Enq. 334

Vicaima
With the introduction of the latest
Vicaima website, www.vicaima.com,
the company presents an exciting and
new brand segmentation, which has
been set out into three new strategic
areas. This will ensure clearer commu-
nication of its many solutions for clients
and speci�ers in the construction and
architectural sectors. The new website
contains many innovative changes,
together with an area speci�cally tai-
lored for professionals, providing rapid
access to technical information for 

interior doors and related products. Visitors will be able to navigate easily
around the three new Vicaima brand segments, which introduce highly 
creative aesthetics and an innovative approach to product development.
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Origin has introduced a range of
new product enhancements for its
Easifold bifold doors, including
bespoke designer blinds, a new
walnut woodgrain *nish and colour
coordinated weather seals. Origin
doors are also available with the
new Euro Magnum kite marked
cylinder, which will provide extra
security features making them resist-
ant to force, tampering, torque,
sawing, *re, picking plus lock
bumping and snapping. The new
blind options include: roller blinds,
roman, vertical and panel, and will
be available in an array of striking
modern patterns to soft colours in
textured fabrics. Origin has also
reduced lead times on all its RAL
and dual-RAL colours to just three
weeks. This is in addition to the
existing ‘Your lead time not ours’
service, which provides customers
with an immediate turnaround on
10 of its most popular colours.
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Country Hardwood manufacture
windows, doors, sliding bi-folding
doors, conservatories, orangeries
and roof lanterns in hardwood to
the trade building market. Their
products are state of the art, com-
bining beauty with the latest 
technology available today. All
products are manufactured on
CNC machines to ensure precision
and quality every time. They have
a large factory where everything 
is manufactured in-house, and
shipped all over the country.
Country Hardwood can manufac-
ture bifold doors up to 15m wide
and 3m high. They use unique han-
dles that do not collide on opening
doors and can manufacture any
size, shape, panel or bar design
and colour. Their roof lanterns clip,
glue and screw together and are
made on a CNC machine that
accurately cuts all angles and pre-
drills all holes for ease of $tting. 
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Design A Door & Joinery Limited
specialises in all types of doors.
They have recently designed and
manufactured a unique range of
'ush doors, featuring both standard
solid internal doors and a compli-
mentary glazed door collection. 

The solid and glazed doors are
also available as FD30/60 Fire
Doors, both in either standard
sizes or bespoke and in a choice
of veneers.

Within their products they can
also supply all the mass produced
items at competitive prices. 

Whether you require traditional
'ush veneer, panelled doors or a
range of modern contemporary
doors, Design A Door & Joinery
Limited can offer it all.
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VEKA fabricator, Force 8, has
launched a new range of triple
glazed windows in the VEKA
70mm FS frame system, which
can achieve U-values down to
0.6W/m2-k. As Dennis Sumner,
MD of the Stockport-based manu-
facturer explains, triple glazing
has been around for decades in
Scandinavia and Canada, but 
the doubling costs of energy in the
UK means now is the time for the
extra pane: “With the cost of
energy set to increase year on
year, we believe that the market is
more than ready for triple glazing.
“The most energy-ef4cient window
available today, triple glazing
offers 40 per cent more ef4c-
iency than standard ‘A’ rated dou-
ble glazing. When you 4t Force
8’s new range of triple glazing
you are installing the very latest
product that the glazing industry
has to offer.”
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Design A Door & Joinery Ltd

01270 760360 www.designadoor.com
sales@designadoor.com
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No other manufacturer measures up to Origin
Bi-fold doors come in all shapes and sizes – but none are quite as impressive as Origin’s
made-to-measure door system. Just look at what comes as standard:

• Superb qualitywith a 20-year guarantee

• Thermally efficient to exceed British Building
Regulations and keep your energy bills low

• Total securitywith a unique 8 point locking system

• Lowmaintenancewith high grade aluminium frames

• British madewith showrooms nationwide

• Fastest lead times in the UK guaranteed - doors manufactured
for when you need them

• Match your homewith 100’s of colours or the natural look of wood

• Expert advice from our team of bi-fold specialists

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook to keep up-to-date

@OriginBifolds Bifolding Doors Origin

Find out more about the ideal bi-fold doors for your home.

Simply call 0845 450 6662 or visit www.origin-global.com
for specifications and guide prices.

Britains finest bifold doors See us on

Stand B133
Grand Bu

ild Hall

at Grand
Designs

5th May -1
3th May

2012

325

Reader
Enquiry
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Swish Building Products
Swish Building Products offers a range of ‘over’ fascia ventilators that provide unobtrusive roof ventilation
replacing the need for vented sof3t. Available in 10mm and 25mm options, these offer clean unbroken
sight lines to the roo4ine. The Swish ventilators offer complete compliance with Part F of Building
Regulations for England and Wales. Under these regulations roofs with a pitch between 15˚ and 70˚
and insulation at ceiling level require a 10mm air path at the eaves, while 4at roofs or pitched roofs with
the ceiling following the plane of the roof require a 25mm air path at the eaves. Greg Wilde, Swish
Building Products, said: “There is huge focus on insulation and energy ef3ciency but adequate ventilation,
particularly in roof space, is of critical importance if condensation build-up and all the problems that go
with it are to be avoided.” The Swish systems are available in one metre lengths and interlock for a
quicker and more ef3cient installation. They are also substantial enough to take the weight of the bottom
row of roof tiles and restrict the ingress of insects and small birds without restricting air4ow. The Swish
ventilators also meet the current edition of BS 5250:2002 governing ventilation, as set out in building
regulations for Scotland and Northern Ireland. For more information on Swish’s full range of rainwater,
roo4ine and cladding products visit the website or call.

Tel: 01827 317 200   www.swishbp.co.uk
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Balcony Systems
Balcony Systems, supplier of glass
balustrading and curved sliding patio
doors, has introduced the BalcoNano®

heavy duty glass cleaner – the seri-
ously strong answer to restoring heavily
contaminated glass surfaces back to
as good as new. Some glasses with
severe surface deterioration and corro-
sion caused by deeply-embedded dirt,
grime and deposits that have accumu-
lated over time can be restored by
using Balcony’s acid-based product.
Easily-applied using a cloth, the

BalcoNano® heavy duty cleaner loosens and releases these "rmly-ingrained
contaminants that can be dif"cult to remove with standard cleaners. Within
minutes, the glass surface can be restored to its natural shiny appearance. 
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Snickers Workwear
The new Snickers Product and Price
Catalogue is now available with loads
of new garments and accessories for
working effectively wherever you are
on site – whatever your trade. 

The proof of Snickers’ quality and inno-
vation can be seen in every garment –
the sign of a company that knows
what it takes to get the job done.

Whatever the task, whatever the sea-
son, the Snickers Workwear System

provides the ultimate solution to make every man and woman’s workday
easier and safer. So get to know the cutting-edge range from Snickers
Workwear…in every stitch, it’s miles better.
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This is a conundrum many grapple with, and
unfortunately some never solve, so we are going
to try and make this problem easier to solve for
everybody. Firstly, what is a reed bed? Most
commonly it is a plantation of grasses in a
gravel or other media bed, through which water
passes. Some reed beds are constructed for bio-
diversity bene6ts only and some are built for
waste water treatment. For now we are going
to concentrate on waste water treatment.

There are many types of reed bed for waste
water treatment, depending upon the type of
waste water and the location. There is not a
‘one size 6ts all’ type of reed bed because the

local conditions have a great effect upon the
grasses, just like any garden there are no two
the same.

There is as much science in a reed bed as
there is in a beautiful garden, maybe more, but
don’t be put off by that, because a basic interest
in garden plants can lead to a good under-
standing of how to build and run a reed bed.
Therefore, DIY reed beds are a viable option in
nearly every self build case.

Local knowledge of your proposed building
site is critical to the success of a reed bed treat-
ment system. However, some parts of the UK are
not usually suitable for an open face reed bed,

such as the east coast of Scotland, if the system
has to work 24/365. An open face reed bed is
one that is always open to the elements and not
enclosed in a winter cover, as a rule of thumb the
further north you go the more pampering a reed
bed needs to conform to Nation Standards. This
is because it is usually colder for longer, there is
less sunlight and more rainfall. So in these cases
a reed bed should be insulated for best perform-
ance, while in the south, a reed bed can dry up
because of greater warmth and less rainfall.
These facts follow what gardeners and vegetable
growers already know, so what is the connection
between a waste water treatment reed bed and
a vegetable allotment, for example? The answer
is natural growing conditions. A reed bed is a
vast bacteria farm that relies upon a nutrient
source to thrive. The nutrient source is the waste
water that the bacteria live on and the grass
roots are 6lters that trap the nutrient particles for
the bacteria. There should be a 7ourishing sym-
biotic relationship between plant and bacteria
for the reed bed to work properly, and our job
is to maintain that relationship by controlled
management and maintenance. A well looked
after reed bed will outlive its creator.

The regulations that govern reed beds are
many, but the Environment Agency is the main
enforcement agency and they do try to encour-
age the use of reed beds where possible
because of the obvious environmental bene6ts.
There are some statutory requirements about reg-
istration of drainage solutions with the Agency
and these should not be avoided. The fact that
the system is a DIY solution does not render it

Local knowledge 
of your proposed 
building site is critical
to the success 
of a reed bed 
treatment system �
�
is a reed bed the answer?

by Andrew Seall – Pillerton Designs Limited
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second rate, quite the contrary, the maintenance is built into the whole
scheme and that is the key stone of success.

The primary elements of a successful reed bed to meet the standards
required are integration into the local environment, good functional design,
understanding of the process and commitment to maintenance.

Lets look at some of those elements, integration for example. This is basi-
cally the choice of plants for the reed bed, related to the local weather
conditions and the ground upon which the system is to be built. This does
not require learning because the designer will bring that to the plan in the
design. Functional design is the part where the fees paid ensure compli-
ance. Understanding the process is the teaching element of a reed bed
DIY construction, which leads directly to the maintenance regime to suit
the home owner. In other words, each site will have distinct differences
that need to be recorded and acted upon. This will ensure that a reed
bed is the answer.

The bene6ts of such a scheme are many and the design and build can
veer towards a proffered outcome such as being a biodiversity improver
or blending into the landscape either existing or newly created. There are
practical bene6ts such as the re-use of treated water as an outcome of the
process or capturing carbon dioxide because a reed bed is a carbon
sink, not just an absorber.

The basics of the reed bed treatment system are a septic tank, a con-
structed reed bed of a design to 6t the ef7uent treatment requirements, a
pond and a discharge point, all of which should withstand a local 7ood
of proportions experienced before plus a bit.

Plants with bacteria have, for hundreds of thousands of years, success-
fully treated water to a usable state for the local environment, and were
copied by man at least four thousand years ago. Today there is a far
greater understanding of how a typical reed bed works and therefore we
can be more sure of the outcome, which will deliver safe water. The science
need not be a block to using a reed bed as a solution to foul drainage
problems, because to make a reed bed work, an intricate understanding
of the process is not required, only a commitment to looking after it. The
training for such an obligation is direct and simple because it must be site
speci6c, plus it can be very satisfying, rewarding and cost effective.

Understanding 
the process is the
teaching element
of a reed bed DIY
construction ��
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Replace up to 46% of your household water 
usage with rain  water, reducing future water 
bills and your impact on the environment. 

Easy everyday use...
A fully automated system for 

facilities, garden water and irrigation. 

No gravity drainage?
...we have the answer 

   automatic operation

www.ttpumps.com     Tel: 01630 647200

No more rainy day blues...

Enq. 129
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• Sewage Treatment Plants   
• Rainwater Harvesting  

• Pumping Stations • Septic Tanks  
and more! 

Telephone 01296 633 000
www.klargester.com

No mains? No problem.
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� 01621 874200
www.grass-reinforcement.com

Up to 400 tonnes per
metre2 load bearing

Choice colours:
Black, Green & Natural

100% recycled

HGV & Fire access

SuDS source control
compliant

Grass or Gravel surfaces

Parking applications

Emergency/HGV access
routes

Walkways & disabled
routes

Polypipe
Polypipe has supplied a bespoke water
management solution for a brand new
affordable housing development in
Stanningley, Leeds. National afford-
able developer Southdale required a
drainage solution that complied with a
Section 104 agreement to be adopted
by Yorkshire Water. Polypipe’s special-
ist water management solutions team
provided a 1,500mm Ridgistorm-XL
large diameter pipe system, which was
designed as an attenuation tank, com-
plete with custom ,ttings and a

Stormcheck Vortex -ow control unit to control the discharge rate from the site.
The Ridgistorm-XL pipes and ,ttings were jointed using Polypipe’s unique
patented electro-fusion jointing process.
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T-T Pumps
Staff at T-T Pumps Ltd have recently
demonstrated their knowledge and 
competence in hygiene in the water
industry with managers, sales team and
engineers receiving training and certi(-
cation in the National Water Hygiene
Scheme (NWHS). The NWHS certi(-
cation coupled with T-T’s knowledge,
product range and national service
teams, make them an ideal source for
all clean water products, systems and
services. Ben Nash, director at T-T
Pumps, comments: “The emphasis of

the scheme is to promote individual responsibility within the water industry to
protect public health. We are delighted to announce our staff are now 
competent in this important area.”
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THE ESSENTIAL
FLUE & CHIMNEY 
COLLECTION FOR STOVES

Part of the MONIER GROUP

SCHIEDEL ISOKERN
DM36 CHIMNEY SYSTEM
Specially designed for wood burning stoves

www.schiedel.co.uk/isokern

- Quick & easy to assemble
- Highly insulated 
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The STARS market leading heat loss calculator now
available on our new look website www.stelrad.com

Reduced energy
consumption.  
Lower bills with higher
comfort levels and
faster, greener heat.

That’s Radical.

A radiator that saves up to
10.5% on your energy bills.

Improving energy efficiency and comfort, while reducing bills. The Stelrad Radical -
Energy Saving Radiator. Visit www.stelrad.com or call 0870 849 8056
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Feature Radiators
Whatever type of garden room heat-
ing you choose, you must ensure that
it has the capacity to heat the relevant
space. It is important to maximise the
power used to ef#ciently provide heat
while minimising energy wastage
through the use of good insulation,
timers and thermostats. Bear in mind
that these days having a comfortable
warm outbuilding doesn’t mean you
need to compromise on style with ugly,
bulky and/or ineffective heating
options. There is now a wide range of

stylish, safe yet ef#cient electric heating solutions available. For more infor-
mation on #nding the most suitable heating product for your garden building,
speak to a heating expert such as Feature Radiators.
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Agadon
Following Agadon’s recent launch of its
stunning range of glass designer radi-
ators, the company has now devel-
oped a process that allows the
customer’s own image to be incorpo-
rated into the design. The radiators
consist of an easy-clean toughened
glass plate "xed in front of the #at
panel radiator and the glass face can
have a range of pictures printed onto
it. Agadon has a range of 13 stock
pictures available, which suit a variety
of customer tastes, but for the same

cost, any digital image can be supplied to Agadon and the picture printed
onto the glass. By printing onto the back of the glass plate the picture is 
protected from possible damage.
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www.selfbuildfloors.co.uk
Tel/Fax:0114 231 5937
Mob: Simon Wilson: 07967 033375; Bevin Pilling: 07896 598076

RETFAEROFEB

Flowing Screed and  
Underfloor Heating
Specialists

We undertake a wide range of projects, from 20m2 to 4000m2,
including:

Self Builds/New Builds  Barn Conversions
Extensions   Conservatories 
Cellar Conversions  Apartment Blocks

If you need just screeding, just underfloor heating or both
please contact us for free expert advice.

Over 30 years construction industry experience.
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Despite new ways of heating a home, radiators are still by far the most
popular way, whether from a traditional boiler driven heating system or a
new renewable system, and they will be for many years to come. Part of
that is down to the wide range of designs and styles you can now specify
and install. You can still get steel panel radiators – they’re very popular
and you’ll 9nd them in most homes across the UK doing an excellent job.
But if you want something a little different for your self build project – ver-
tical radiators maybe, designer radiators, decorative radiators that bring
something a little different to your home – the choice is huge.

It wasn’t so long ago that you entered a room and frankly didn’t see the
radiators. They were there. They helped keep the room warm. But they
rarely stood out – unless a whacky friend had painted her radiators bright
orange or one of the kids had decorated the radiator with their felt tip pens.

Increasingly, radiators have become an important element of every
room – and we’re not just pointing at the bathrooms with their attractive
designer radiators and towel warmers.

Individuals, families, even house builders give radiators the time they
deserve nowadays. Radiators have changed. They have the immediate

radiators –
take a closer

look…
A radiator, is a radiator, is a
radiator... well take a closer

look. Stelrad discuss how
things have changed.
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Stunning Glass and
Slimline Panel Heaters

with energy saving
electronic thermostats

Tel: 01304 215 575
www.dealec.co.uk
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appearance of quality, nicely rounded edges,
available in a huge range of sizes and, in many
cases, a choice of colours too – you simply
don’t have to settle for ‘standard rads’ – you can
put the right radiators, in the right colours, in the
right places. You can even choose a vertical
radiator instead of the standard horizontal and
if you buy from the right place, they can be spe-
cially designed to hang vertically as well – it’s
not just a standard radiator, hung sideways, it’s
a real option to help you make the most of your
living space.

Even Sarah Beeny has recognised the won-
ders of modern radiators in that most impressive
of all selfbuild projects – Rise Hall! Her restora-
tion project of the Grade 2 listed mansion – Rise
Hall in East Yorkshire – features a selection of
radiators, spread throughout the building – a
mixture of the ‘architect’s favourite’ :at fronted
radiators and in keeping with the age of the
property, around twenty steel classic column
radiators of various shapes and sizes.

But you don’t have to have a stately home to
restore to look more closely at the radiators you
choose for your new home. For anything from a
small apartment to a normal family home, from
a barn conversion to a warehouse conversion
– there’s a wonderful selection of excellent qual-
ity, good looking radiators that will enhance
your home and its value – not simply heat it well.

As you join the ranks of people thinking care-
fully about how to heat homes energy ef9-
ciently, be aware, the choice of radiators can
make a difference. The more energy ef9cient
they are, the more heat they emit by design and
the less hard the heating system has to work.
It’s all pretty straightforward really.

Double and even triple panel and 9n radia-
tors that effectively double or triple the heat emit-
ting surface area from the same length radiators
are available, meaning less wall space taken
up for the same amount of heat. A vertical radi-
ator has larger heat emitting surfaces too – and

despite what you might have heard about
under:oor heating being the only option to com-
plement new renewable heating systems (solar,
ground source and air source heat pumps), it
simply isn’t true. Using larger surface area verti-
cal radiators will heat your home ef9ciently and
take away any problems you might have about
what :oor surfaces you can use without ‘dulling’
under:oor heating. And you’ll 9nd radiators
heat up and cool down more quickly than
under:oor heating – they respond more effec-
tively to your heating demands.

The bene9ts of radiators being installed on
renewable systems are many. Firstly, once
installed (assuming the heating system has been

properly installed, including being :ushed and
inhibited as required by Part L of Building
Regulations) no maintenance is required. And
secondly, being on the wall, the heat they emit
is not affected by coverings of any type, com-
pared to under:oor heating where the heat 
emitted can vary widely depending on the :oor-
coverings utilised. In addition, many installers
feel very uncomfortable using under-:oor heat-
ing on upper :oors. 

Radiators can be excellent centrepieces of a
room. They can provide a feature – even radia-
tors selected to do what they do best – heat the
room – can look stunning these days. A radiator
isn’t just a radiator anymore. 

SARAH BEENY WITH ONE OF THE STELRAD
RADIATORS IN RISE HALL
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Call us on 01767 600499 or visit  
www.regavent.co.uk 

Whole House Ventilation 

vent
Rega

Rega’s unique WhisperFlow® technology 
ensures that even when operating at full 
‘Boost’ mode (usually during the morning 
bathroom rush hour!) the system remains 
whisper quiet - unobtrusively and 
effectively venting stale, damp air, 
replacing it with air that’s been gently 
warmed and filtered.

Low energy DC fans, insulated ducting and 
a high efficiency heat exchanger also 
ensure that power usage and energy losses 
are kept to an absolute minimum.
RegaVent systems are designed and built 
here in the UK, to our own stringent quality 
assured standards, you can be sure that 
your RegaVent system will give you the 

optimum balance of a technical 
specification that’s exactly right for the UK 
climate, coupled with low energy 
consumption - for lower heating bills! 

• Virtually silent operation
• Low energy DC electric motors
•  Range of control options
•  Acoustically insulated ducting
•  Filter reduces effects of respiratory allergies
• Reduces heating bills
• Can promote conditions for improved health
• Easy to install for DIYer or professional alike
• Conforms to Building Regulations
• Full installation service available

Rega Ventilation Limited
21/22 Eldon Way, Biggleswade, Beds SG18 8NH
fax: 01767 600487  email: sales@rega-uk.com

Send your plans for 
a FREE ventilation 
design quotationwith Heat Recovery...

...for a fresher, healthier, home

Wilo UK
Wilo UK has introduced the latest in its
family of energy ef0cient small circula-
tor pumps. The Wilo-Yonos PICO
made its debut in the UK at EcoBuild
2012. The Wilo-Yonos PICO con-
sumes signi0cantly less energy than
required by the best current ‘A’ rated
heating pump. Compared to an
uncontrolled old pump, it is possible to
achieve up to 90 per cent reductions
in electricity consumption – that’s an
energy cost saving of around £85 a
year. This new standard high-ef0ciency

pump is compact and is equipped with a display that shows the current
power consumption and the set delivery head. 

Tel: 01483713400   www.wilo.co.uk

 

Enq. 146

Enq. 143

Johnson & Starley
New to Johnson & Starley’s compre-
hensive range of highly energy ef-cient
heating and ventilation solutions is the
QuanTec gas -red condensing boiler
range. Providing a robust and cost
effective solution to domestic heating,
there are six models in the range
including the QuanTec HR 28c that
features integral passive .ue gas heat
recovery as a standard feature for
additional energy ef-ciency. All mod-
els feature a Giannoni isothermic stain-
less steel heat exchanger and, for the

HR 28c model, full condense technology with its in-built passive .ue gas
heat recovery (PFGHR). Full condense (PFGHR) technology increases energy
savings of up to 26 per cent over a typical water heater in the market. 
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Make people independent

Heat from
SOLAR THERMAL

+ WOOD BIOMASS

We make 
quality
WORK
for your money...

... top of the range biomass boiler solutions 
  from 2.9 up to 420 kW
... long-life solar thermal solutions for any size
  and sector
... long lifetimes and high long term efficiencies
... intuitive controls for efficient building heat 
  management
... cutting edge technology combined with 
  outstanding design

Make your statement

 SOLARFOCUS
2013

all products MCS registered
+ eligible for RHI

Contact your local partner in the UK:
Central Scotland, Grampian,

Highlands and Islands: 01651 891 907
The North, Yorkshire + Humberside,
Southern Scotland: 01670 739 197

Midlands: 01213 141 884, Wales: 01654 703 779
The South: 01189 841 753, East Anglia: 01473 727 799

Cornwall + Devon: 01326 572 878

SOLARFOCUS GmbH; Werkstrasse 1,4451 St.Ulrich/Steyr, Austria
T: +43 7252 50002 0  E: office@solarfocus.eu
www.solarfocus-biomass.co.uk, www.solarfocus-solarthermal.co.uk
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Windhager
Windhager has developed and
launched the Windhager BioCABIN as
a pre-packaged plant room for larger
biomass heating installations. The new
BioCABIN is an innovative turn-key
solution designed to minimise construc-
tion time and installation costs on site.
The BioCABIN uses insulated steel 
pro-led panels around the structural
steel framework to house a Windhager
BioWIN wood pellet boiler. The
BioCABIN is purpose-made to accom-
modate Windhager’s BioWIN wood

pellet boilers in a range of sizes with outputs from 52kW to 180kW, as 
single boilers or cascade systems. Each complete package is a bespoke 
system to meet the speci-cation, site, project and RHI requirements.
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Uponor
Uponor’s brand new Self Attaching
System offers a tool-free and hassle-free
approach to under%oor heating, allow-
ing one individual installer to lay a
complete system from start to $nish in
half the time of traditional systems. The
key element to the Self Attaching
System is a unique band that is wound
in a spiral around Uponor’s oxygen
tight PEX pipe. This band allows one
installer to quickly, safely and securely
$x the pipe to laminated installation
boards, which are also quick and easy

to position. The new system offers complete %exibility in terms of pipe laying
patterns and complete security and peace of mind. The result is a sophisti-
cated under%oor heating system that is fast and easy to lay and modify.
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Don’t know where to start? . . .  
. . . . WE DO!

We are Government MCS Certi�ed Renewable Energy Specialists with 12-yrs 
experience in taking the trouble out of specifying Renewables. We design and 
integrate systems to lower your energy bills, as well as your carbon footprint and 
dependency on fossil fuel.

Through our MCS Certi�cation, we can allow you to access lucrative Feed-in-Tari�s on a 
range of technologies, some o�ering annual returns as high as 10%, tax-free!

We can control your complete Renewables project, from initial consultation, system design 
and feasibility, right through to installation. Our clients range from one-o� self-builders through to architects,
local authorities and the NHS. We have completed installations across the UK and in Europe.

We will work to help you create an energy e�cient property that will be as kind to the environment as it is to your fuel bills.

Don’t know where to start? . . .  

Through our MCS Certi�cation, we can allow you to access lucrative Feed-in-Tari�s on a 

call us on 0845 224 7001 
or visit www.renewablesolutionsuk.com

Solar Electric PV         Wind Turbines
Heat Pumps        Solar Hot Water

Under�oor Heating       Rainwater Recovery
Biomass Boilers........

Zehnder Comfosystems
Part of the Zehnder Comfosystems
range, the ComfoFond L ground
source heat exchanger uses the earth
as a renewable energy source to
reduce a dwellings energy require-
ment. Used in conjunction with
ComfoAir heat recovery units, the
ComfoFond L is designed to supply a
low energy method of providing tem-
pered or cooled supply air to your
home. The ComfoFond L uses a brine
(lled ground loop buried at a depth of
approximately one to one and a half

metres where the temperature of the earth is relatively constant all year round
at between 10 and 12°C.  

Tel: 01903 777333   www.comfosystems.co.uk 
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Intelli Heat
Innovative Intelli Heat has been invest-
ing in new electric heating products
that respect the environment and
energy reductions that now meet and
beat the new government demands.
This has been achieved with patented
ACS heating technology. The create
warmth and comfort in an affordable
eco-friendly way. The radiators can be
used to supplement or replace any oil,
lpg or old obsolete bulky electric stor-
age heaters. There is simply no plumb-
ing required or maintenance costs.

They are as quick and simple as plug in and turn on. The complete range
is comprehensive with towel rails and radiators in varying output sizes and
styles to suit all rooms. 
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Vent-Axia
Vent-Axia has added to its comprehen-
sive heating portfolio with a new range
of energy ef#cient aluminium radiators.
Manufactured from 100 per cent recy-
cled aluminium derived from drink
cans, the environmentally friendly Opal
range offers the next generation of elec-
tric heating technology. Boasting 100
per cent ef#ciency, the radiators feature
dynamic $uid with high thermal inertia.
Slim and stylish in design the new
energy ef#cient Opal range offers con-
trollable comfort and features controllers

that are fully programmable offering closer energy management, thus saving
money for the homeowner. Meanwhile, an on-board energy monitor allows
occupiers to see exactly how much energy is being used to heat a room.
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Bisque
Bisque is seeking to heat up your style
credentials with some stylish radiator
shades for its Classic radiator. The
Bisque Classic radiator is available in
over 2,000 'nishes, and current colours
causing a stir are a trio of made-to-
order cool pastel 'nishes. Taking their
inspiration from the catwalks of Philip
Lim, Chanel and McQueen, these ‘ice
cream’ pastels from Bisque offer a
soothing, yet stylish haven for the home.
Pale, soft, and light they are a modern
version of pastels that are cool and

calming, bright but not overpowering. The Bisque Classic is an up-to-the-minute
take on the traditional school style radiator. One of Bisque’s most versatile
models, it is equally at home in contemporary or period interiors.
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For more opportunities to succeed go to www.wilo.com/he

This is because from 2013 onwards, the European Eco-Design directive (EC ordinance 641/2009) for “energy-related products”, ErP for
short, will impose increasingly stricter requirements EU-wide for the energy efficiency of glandless pumps.  Due to the ErP Directive, 
only extremely power-saving, high efficiency pumps may be used, such as the new standard high efficiency Wilo-Yonos PICO.  
Not only does the environment profit from this, but also the building owner receives a lower electricity bill.  
The change to this new, efficient pump generation is future-proof and therefore even in the 
short term would be a worthwhile investment. 

High Efficiency 
is the new standard.

The new Wilo - Yonos PICO.

WILO (U.K.) LTD  Second Avenue  Centrum 100  Burton-on-Trent  Staffordshire  DE14 2WJ
T: +44 (0)1283 523000  F: +44 (0)1283 523099  E: sales@wilo.co.uk

Electrorad
Electrorad supply an innovative range
of electric radiators. There is no need
for any pipework or plumbing; each
radiator just needs a 13 amp power
supply. The radiators look just like reg-
ular central heating radiators and sup-
ply the same quality of heat. Each
radiator has its own room thermostat
and programming system ensuring that
energy usage is always kept to a min-
imum and every room is exactly the
temperature required. The radiators are
rated 100 per cent energy ef$cient.

Being electric, this heating system is fully compatible with all micro-genera-
tion and renewable technologies. 

Tel: 0844 479 0055   www.electrorad.co.uk
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Stelrad Radiators
Stelrad Radiators has unveiled its new
Radical radiator. Radical is the &rst
genuinely energy ef&cient radiator on
the marketplace, offering a 10.5 per
cent gas saving compared to a stan-
dard heating system, a fact independ-
ently con&rmed by KIWA, and includes
some very clever technology that
makes it stand apart from the crowd.
It’s the &rst ‘serial feed’ radiator on the
UK market place and it’s an ideal com-
panion to lower temperature renew-
able heating systems, with the return

'ow from the heating system to the boiler being at a lower temperature,
ensuring that the condensing boiler is actually able to condense ef&ciently. 

Tel: 0870 849 8058   www.stelrad.com
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JIS Europe
JIS Europe has a new heated towel rail
named the Steyning. The towel rail is
manufactured in an elegant round 
section shape with 16 horizontal rails
giving an appearance of re&ned luxury
with ample choice for towel hanging.
It is 1,000mm high and 520mm wide
and can be used in central heating,
electric or dual fuel formats, which
allow the rail to be heated when the
central heating is turned off. The
Steyning towel rail is manufactured in
100 per cent stainless steel and is

available in polished &nish with brushed satin &nish available to order, mak-
ing this radiator durable and hygienic with a 25 year guarantee.

Tel: 01444 831200   www.thecoastalrange.co.uk
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Total Home Environment
Systems from Total Home Environment
have exceeded Passivhaus require-
ments after being invited three years
ago, to provide ventilation, space
heating and hot water in three of the
most thermally ef'cient houses in the
UK. The high level of insulation in the
properties meant that a heat recovery
ventilation system was needed to intro-
duce fresh air to the buildings without
a loss of heat through traditional forms
of ventilation as no central heating sys-
tem had been planned. To meet this

challenge, Total Home Environment speci'ed the Genvex Combi 185,
which is an all-in-one appliance combining heat recovery ventilation and a
heat pump for space heating and domestic hot water.
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Benson Heating
Benson Heating has launched a brand
new technical support system, Benson
Bill, available 24 hours a day to
advise on all technical queries related
to the company’s vast range of heating
and ventilation products. Benson Bill is
a virtual technical assistant who can
get you the information you need in just
a few clicks of a mouse. Should you
be looking to +nd the mounting height
for a Recoupak De-strati+cation Fan,
the oil usage of a Benson Floor
Standing Cabinet or the point to point

wiring diagram of a SmartCom3 Energy Management Control – Benson
Bill will give you the answer in no time at all. Bill is easy to +nd. Just type
support.bensonheating.co.uk into your browser and he will be there to help.
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Danfoss Heat Pumps UK
A Dorset couple have invested in a
ground source heat pump from
Danfoss Heat Pumps UK to give them
a more sustainable energy source of
heating and hot water for their four-
bedroom property. A 12kW model of
the Danfoss DHP-H Opti Pro, which
was over-sized to allow for a potential
future extension to the house. Mr and
Mrs Mills will bene,t from the Opti
Pro’s intelligent control system that uses
speed controlled circulation pumps to
ensure that its performance is always

adjusted to the prevailing temperature conditions. This ensures that the min-
imum possible amount of electricity is required to run the pump and also
means that homeowners can simply ‘set and forget’ the controls.
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Jim Lawrence
This spring Jim Lawrence is introducing
two stunning new pendant lights, a
beautiful nickel coated bathroom mir-
ror, a classic draw pull and a rather fun
oversize %oor cushion covered in but-
ter%ies. The new Ava pendant (pic-
tured), with its curvy lines and hand
blown glass, is made in a choice of
$nishes including re%ective nickel, lus-
trous polished steel and natural brass.
The glass detailing, handmade blown
in Suffolk, creates beautiful patterns
and shapes in its lighting and is a

great way to add interest and style to a room. With its distinctive pretty
shape and ethereal lighting quality this pendant has already caused a great
deal of interest in its pre launch and $rst week in the show room.
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Carlo Gavazzi
Carlo Gavazzi has launched the energy
ef,cient SH2 Smart-house Dimmer for
use with resistive, inductive and capaci-
tive loads with a total load capacity of
3 to 500W. Designed for DIN-rail
mounting, the SH2 dimmer is ideal for
installations requiring lighting control to
reduce power consumption or set
scenes. The dimmer delivers improved
dimming performance and features 
programmable ramp and soft start/
stop times. The SH2 dimmer has also
been speci,cally designed to function

with LED lamps. SH2 has a minimum load of 3W and features selectable
curves to cater for the different LED technologies available on the market. This
means LED lamps can be dimmed over a wide range and remain -icker free.
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joHN cUllEN lIGHtING
Hot off the press is a new product
brochure, which showcases all their latest
products, alongside inspirational new

images. It includes the new range of energy effi-
cient solutions for both the house and garden and
the latest lEd options for downlighting, uplighting,
wall washing and task lighting. All the products
are designed in-house and manufactured in the
UK. New products for 2012 include:- the Eden,
a compact surface mounted lEd floodlight; the
torino, a high powered in-ground uplight or step
washer and the Kensington, an lEd spiked spot-
light designed specifically for mature gardens. 
www.johncullenlighting.co.uk
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INGARdEN
New for 2012 is a fabulous range of
outdoor furniture and feature lighting
from Ingarden. 

let there be light! 
the collection includes:
• Fiberglass tower light sculptures
• Fiberglass Flat Ball light sculptures
• Fiberglass illuminated furniture; centre chair;
corner chair; wave stool and drum table
• Illuminated wine / champaigne bucket
• Fiberglass illuminated cube stools.

www.ingarden.co.uk
enq. 168

2

jIM lAWRENcE
the new cranbrook pendant has been
hand made by their skilled craftsmen in
Suffolk. this intricate design began its life

as a simple idea based around the elegance 
of their Portabello lamp. the popularity of the
Portabello sparked the idea to create a pendant
light using the lamp as inspiration. the fashion-
able cranbrook pendant light compliments the
Portabello perfectly and the pair placed together
could add a great accent to any room. the
design used smooth lines and petal-like edges
to produce a very individual light over-flowing
with charm.  
www.jimlawrence.co.uk
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lighting showcase
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tHE lIGHtING StoRE
Make sure your garden looks as stylish
as your home with these statement gar-
den lights from the lighting Store. With

a wide selection of traditional and modern out-
door lighting solutions, the lighting Store has
one of the widest ranges of outdoor lights avail-
able, with contemporary, traditional and security
lights available in a range of designs and prices.
the lighting Store has a loyal following of retail
customers throughout the UK and its knowledge-
able team work with some of london's leading
developers  advising customers the right lighting
at the right prices.
www.thelightingstore.co.uk
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AStRo lIGHtING
Expert design and contemporary styling
go hand in hand at Astro lighting, the UK
lighting specialist, and the new Riva and

lago wall lights demonstrate Astro’s flair and
expertise perfectly. the Riva and lago are both
IP44 rated for the bathroom but look perfectly at
home on a bedroom wall, resulting in the creation
of a co-ordinated interior. Elegant, with a hint of
latter-day Riviera chic, the Riva has an elongated,
tapering cone-shaped shade in glass or fabric.
the shade sits on a square arm mounted at the
base of a vertical rectangular wall plate in shining
polished chrome.  
www.astrolighting.co.uk
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ENER-G coNtRolS
A free 'Quick Guide to Improving Energy
Performance – at No cost' has been
launched by ENER-G to help cash strap-

ped businesses save money on their energy bills,
improve energy efficiency and reduce carbon,
without upfront expense. 
the guide details the no cost remedies available
to reduce the pain of rising energy prices,
including ten tips for improving energy perform-
ance in business through improved energy 
efficiency, smarter energy buying and on-site
power generation. 
www.energ.co.uk
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6

In this issue of Selfbuilder & Homemaker we look at
recent lighting trends to illuminate your home
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the heat is on

Call Today : 01452 553395

Under� oor heating made simple.

60 SQM Kits from only £544.90
100 SQM Kits from only £1009.43
200 SQM Kits from only £1609.44

Complete Kits! Everything is included!
ideal for self installation saving you money.

Custom kits available, call for details.
Under� oor heating at lower than trade prices.

Same Quality, Same Guarantee, Lower Price

www.hypocaust.net

Fast Quotes
Lowest Prices

Friendly Service
Quality Components

Cost E� ective Heating
Water & Electric Systems

Ideal for Air/Ground Source
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Handmade kitchens & interiors, sensibly priced.

kitchens from £5,000 

www.kitstone.co.uk

See us at  Chelsea Flower Show, Grand Designs Live & Badminton Horse Trials

Big Wipes
The max power of Big Wipes now
comes in liquid form so you can blast
off gunge and gunk as well as wipe it
out. Big Wipes have bottled the ‘one
wipe shifts the lot’ formula  to ensure its
no fuss, no mess solution to shifting
muck can now be used in more gunge-
ridding ways. The market leading
wipes specialists launched the new
100 per cent green Industrial Power
Spray and the Power Gel to add to its
grime-)ghting arsenal in response to
customer feedback. Big Wipes cut

through anything from heavy grease and oil-based paints to stubborn PU
expanding foams. And customers wanted to add to this power with a liquid
form for cleaning larger surfaces and to re-charge Industrial Wipes.
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Hanson Formpave
Hanson Formpave is proud to launch
its new, dedicated merchant brochure.
This is now available to all UK
builders’ merchants, and form’s part of
a wider campaign to promote Hanson
Formpave’s innovation and heritage 
as the ‘original’ pioneer of SUDS, as
well as its standard range of block
paving. The company has become the
market leader in this 1eld with its
Aqua2ow® permeable paving system
winning the Queen’s Award for
Enterprise: Innovation in 2002. Com-

menting on the new brochure, Malcolm Smith, branch sales director at The
Matching Brick Company, Fishpond Trading Estates, Bristol said: “It is a
very stylish brochure, well laid out with good content.”
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Ronacrete
Ronacrete’s RonaDeck Resin Bound
Surfacing played a key part in the
landscaping of a high quality home
designed and built by Elegant Homes
of Solihull. When they designed the
hard landscaping, Elegant Homes
wanted a product that would comple-
ment the high standard of materials
used throughout the development and
they approached Ronacrete to discuss
the suitability of RonaDeck Resin
Bound Surfacing for their project. The
RonaDeck Resin Bound Surfacing

System was supplied as a two-component UV stable polyurethane resin to
be mixed with a blend of kiln-dried decorative aggregates.

Tel: 01279 638700   www.hard-landscaping.ronacrete.co.uk
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Natural Paving
Roger Gladwell Landscapes has cem-
ented gold at the recent Association of
Professional Landscapers (APL) Awards
with support from Doncaster based 
natural stone suppliers Natural Paving.
Roger Gladwell Landscaping’s winning
entry saw the creation of a secluded
courtyard town garden in the centre 
of Woodbridge. The Mediterranean
inspired contemporary garden featured
stunning six sided Walnut sawn sand-
stone ,ags from Natural Paving
Products’ popular premiastone range.

Gino Bracco, sales director for Natural Paving said: “Congratulations to the
Roger Gladwell team, the garden was a truly stunning creation and thoroughly
deserved to win gold at the awards ceremony.”
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Beko
Beko, supplier of domestic appliances, has announced two new additions to its energy-ef5cient integrated
refrigeration range. The two new products – the BL77 Integrated Tall Larder and the BZ77F Integrated
Frost-Free Tall Freezer – will be available from May 2012. Both the larder and the freezer carry an A+
energy rating, demonstrating Beko’s commitment to the supply of energy-ef5cient appliances, which today’s
builders, speci5ers and homebuyers demand. The larder and freezer are both full height units. When the
units are used together they offer an integrated alternative to a classic Side by Side fridge freezer, with
the bene5t of a much larger freezer capacity (177cm in height, 54cm in width and 54.5cm in depth).
The door hinges are not only self-closing and reversible, but they are also adjustable to help achieve the
best 5t. The 6exibility of these units makes them ideal for speci5ers and designers who are looking to
make the most of available space. The BL77 Integrated Tall Larder has a gross capacity of 11.1 cu ft.,
providing a net capacity of 10.9 cu ft. Additional features include automatic defrost, salad crisper, egg
tray, bottle rack, chrome wine rack and 5ve height-adjustable safety glass shelves. The BZ77F Integrated
Frost-Free Tall Freezer has a gross capacity of 7.8 cu ft., providing a net capacity of 6.9 cu ft. Additional
features include six freezer drawers, two freezer 6aps, fast-freeze switch, ice bank tray, and electronic
control with indicator lights. Both units are energy rated A+. 
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swimspa

for your life

for a lifetime

For a brochure please call 

01481 701333
www.spadelamare.com

You want to enjoy the health benefits
of a swimming pool. But you can’t
really justify the time and trouble that
maintaining a full size pool demands.

The Swimspa by Spa De La Mare is
an all year round swimming machine
and hydrotherapy massage spa
in one, for indoor or outdoor use. Built
to exacting standards in the Channel
Islands, it is the ultimate low
maintenance solution for busy people.
Prices start from a refreshing £17,500.

Fakro
Fakro manufactures 13 sizes of both
white polyurethane-coated, close-grain
redwood pine and uPVC roof win-
dows. Both are ideal for high humidity
areas such as bathrooms, kitchens and
wetrooms or simply to match existing
white windows and doors. All have
sleek frames in a contemporary style,
which give a bigger overall glazing
area and there is a choice of opening
options including centre pivot and the
unique FAKRO preSelect® top hung
and pivot. U-values are as low as

0.97 W/m2K while windows bene2t from topSafe hinge and lock rein-
forcement and, with most pro2les the V40P automatic air vent. 

Tel: 01283 554755   www.fakro.co.uk
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Freefoam
Freefoam, the roo*ine colour specialist,
has now made two signi)cant devel-
opments to the range with the addition
of a new colour, Anthracite Grey, and
the introduction of a range of colours
available ‘off the shelf’ with no lead
time. Following the rise in demand for
coloured windows and feedback from
house developers, Freefoam has now
introduced Anthracite Grey to its exist-
ing range – an exact match to RAL
7016. Available from May 2012 the
new colour offers the perfect solution

for developers, architects and speci)ers to provide a coordinated external
)nish to developments. 

Tel:  01604 59110   www.freefoam.com
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Zapp Balustrades
A completely new concept in glass
balustrades for buildings is launched
this month by Zapp Balustrades. The
new Citila from Zapp is an aluminium
framed height-adjustable glass screen
to give more protection and comfort
from cold winds on inclement days. In
the same way it is also ideal for any
outside decked areas. Citila extends
the seasons by making the outdoor liv-
ing space more usable all year round.
The height-adjustable glass is $nely
counter-balanced which means that the

screens can be easily adjusted by hand to either the full height or any inter-
mediate height. Fitted with laminated glass for safety, the glass-screened
balustrades are available in four sizes.
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Plumis
Innovative products gain the recogni-
tion they deserve in a variety of ways.
Perhaps one of the more effective, in a
world of mass communication, is being
featured on television as an example
of cutting edge technology. Automist is
a case in point. This active $re protec-
tion system, which provides automatic
residential $re protection is set to play
a role in a $ve-part Channel 4 series.
Home of the Future looks at the effects
of visionary technology and gadgets
on the lives of a Shef$eld family living

in the future. Automist operates by the generation of a $ne water mist to sup-
press %ames and limit the smoke and heat of incipient $res. 

Tel: 020 8133 8775   www.plumis.co.uk 
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New build staircase
What are the key points to consider when think-
ing about where to put a staircase?
1.Functionality versus impact. Is the staircase

simply a way of moving from Eoor to Eoor 
or do you wish to create an impact. In an
entrance hall there is the potential to make an
amazing visual impact.

2.Direction of travel! An important aspect often
overlooked until too late, i.e. when the stair-
case is installed. Think about the room from
which you are most likely to approach the
stair – if you have the space you may have
the opportunity to orientate the stair for ease
of access and the best visual impact.

How does the placement of the stair impact on
the way that the spaces are used?
1.Consider priorities. Is the stair to be the star,

or does the stair need to co-exist with access
points. A compromise would be to design 
the base of the stair with feature newels or 
tailored bottom tread(s).

What else should people consider when think-
ing about their staircase?
1.Budget: Achieving the staircase you want is

always a balance between budget, materials
and design. Be realistic and open minded 
to options. 

2.Design: Everyone knows what they do want,
but it’s also useful when discussing options
with your designer/builder/architect if you
are clear on what you don’t want. If this is
communicated clearly, time (and money) will
not be wasted.

3.Aesthetics: A staircase should integrate totally
into the property and not look like a bolt on

or a late addition. Don’t just stop at the stair-
case – what about the landing, is the
balustrade to be extended?

Are light levels an important consideration 
when thinking about a staircase, and if so, in
what way?
1.Let there be light – and as much of it as pos-

sible. Natural light is best and there are many
ways of introducing light into a staircase, be
it with glass balustrading, glass walls, open
treads, tread lights or lights set into the wall
above each tread.

Renovations
If a current staircase is badly designed and dis-
rupting the Eow of the living space, is it worth
the expense of consulting an architect and
changing the orientation of the stair?

Always consult a professional, be it a stair-
case company or an architect – both are equally
qualiDed to comment. Many architects consult a
staircase specialist as staircases are often an
important but small part of the architect’s scope
of works; working together they can provide the
client with an optimum design solution.

To the uninitiated, a staircase is simply a way
of getting from Eoor to Eoor. DIY enthusiasts may
be tempted to tackle a replacement staircase
themselves but I would urge caution before
doing so. There are very important safety
aspects to be taken into account when design-
ing and installing staircases and for this reason
you should always use a specialist. All stair-
cases and balustrades must conform to Building
Regulations and British Standards. In the event
of a non-conformance, a Building Control
CertiDcate for the property will not be issued. 

How easy is it to update the look of a staircase?
It’s extremely easy. A hallway can be totally

Building Regulations
and British Standards
govern design and
construction of 
staircases ��

key points
Richard Mclane, design director of

Bisca, answers some frequently 
asked questions...
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transformed with a feature staircase or balustrade.
Some staircase deDnitions:

Straight staircase
A straight Eight connecting two levels; can also
be against a curved wall; straight stairs have 
no turns.
Pros: Simplest stairs.
Cons: Inappropriate if you do not have the
space. An option would be to use an L Shaped
staircase.

Spiral staircase
A stair that winds around a central pole and
assumes a circular stairwell.
Pros: Space saving.
Cons: Should only be used as a secondary stair.

Helical staircase
A stair describing a helix around a central void.
Unlike a spiral, a helical stair can also assume
an oval or elliptical plan. 
Pros: Always stunning.
Cons: Needs space to be framed.

Cantilevered staircase
Staircase with no visible support. Treads and 
risers are supported from one side only, usually
via a hidden stringer in the wall.
Pros: Light, airy, open.
Cons: Supporting wall needs to be structurally
sound and strong enough to support the staircase.

Alternating tread staircase
Also known as Paddle Stair. A stair with alternate
treads for each foot. 
Pros: Used where there is insufDcient space to
accommodate a normal stair.
Cons: Can be much steeper than straight stair.

L shaped
Used when a single straight staircase would be
too steep.

T-shaped
Often used to access two parts of the house from
a central hallway – by nature of their design T-
shaped staircases are often feature stairs.

Materials
What are the main options for use of materials
for staircases and what are the pros and cons
for each, with a very rough idea of costs?
Main options are timber, glass, steel, stone:

Timber is a natural material, with natural warmth
and beauty. 
Pro: Naturally beautiful and aesthetically pleas-
ing, plus wide choice of woods and Dnishes.
Cons: Being a natural material it can sometimes
be difDcult to match and can also move as part
of the natural aging process.

Glass: 
Pro: Great for letting in light. 
Cons: Can be high maintenance and difDcult to
keep clean.

Steel: Component used in the spine/structural

components of a stair as well as spindles, hand-
rails and newels. 

Stone: Can be used to clad a steel staircase 
carcass. 
Cons: Can be cold to the touch.

Building regulations for staircases
Is it possible to give an outline of the building
regulation requirements? Or if too complicated
what are some general guidelines and where
could people Dnd them out?

Building Regulations and British Standards
govern design and construction of staircases and

balustrades. Rather than attempt to quote points
out of context, I would strongly urge people to 
consult the entire document on the ofDcial
Building Regulations website. 

References: Building Regulations – Part K
(safety of stairways, ramps and ladders, together
with requirements for balustrading, windows,
and vehicle barriers to prevent falling. Also
included are requirements for the guarding and
warning of hazards from the use and position of
doors and windows).
British Standards: BS5395-1:2000 (spiral stairs)
British Standards: BS5395-2:1984 (helical &
spiral stairs).
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Call for a full brochure on – 01794 522 444

DESIGNER STAIRCASES
Visit our Website for more inspirational pictures 

www.completestairsystems.co.uk

Complete Stair Systems Ltd
Uni 20 Basepoint Centre, Romsey

Hampshire, SO51 9DF
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Premier Loft Ladders
In these tough economic times, prop-
erty experts are advising homeowners
to optimise existing space by using 
loft areas for storage rather than 
worry about the expense of moving.
Practical, safe and cost effective
access to and from this roof space is
essential and Premier Loft Ladders
offers options to meet every require-
ment. These include a laminated wood
trapdoor and lining, an insulated roof
hatch and an upper cover electri-
cally heated against snow and ice.

Additional accessories include telescopic handrails, electrical operation,  re
resistant casings, vertical access, suspended ceiling application, upper level
guardrail and protective feet.
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Haldane UK
Haldane UK has manufactured and
installed this stunning bespoke staircase
in European Oak for a refurbished
farmhouse. The 'ared staircase features
a sweeping pro&led handrail that spi-
rals up from the feature wreathed volute
and 'ows seamlessly onto the atrium
level. Featuring timber spindles, oak
bull nose treads, a cut stringer and a
contoured closed stringer, the stunning
staircase was manufactured off site
then re-assembled on site with pinpoint
accuracy. Haldane demonstrated their

expertise and experience in delivering luxury staircases by using a combina-
tion of 900mm and 1,000mm spindles to ensure the smooth 'owing handrail
without any large jumps or the use of complex goose necks components.
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Low Energy Housing from Honka

www.logwise.co.uk
01271 325516

As sole UK importers of Honka log homes
from Finland, Logwise offers outstanding
bespoke solutions for sustainable dwellings
that are at one with the environment.
Honka buildings are highly insulated and
airtight whilst breathing and naturally
controlling inside air humidity for a healthy
environment.

TARGET TIMBER SYSTEMS

www.targettimber.com

Traditional Values using Modern Methods of Construction

Target Timber Systems are very experienced and professional “o�  site” 
building manufacturers o� ering Structural Insulated Panels, Timber 
Frame and Kingspan TEK options for your dream home.

In addition to our structural panel systems we o� er factory ­ xed double 
or triple glazed windows ensuring your home is weather tight and 
secure as quickly as possible.

For advice or a free quotation please contact Gary Gooch or Nick Whittle 
on 01403 782 600 or email info@targettimber.com

Target Timber Systems Ltd, 29 High Street, Billinghurst, West Sussex RH14 9PP

http://www.sbhonline.eu/linker.aspx?url=http://www.logwise.co.uk&evt_type=7&pr_guid=&comp_guid=58395194-7b01-40ac-bd81-01600d9a02a1&ban_guid=
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Tel. 0845 658 9780 (Local rate)
www.hanse-haus.co.uk

HANSE HAUS are a leading German turnkey 
supplier of bespoke, SIP framed houses, 
currently building from Code 4 to 6 and 
Passivhaus standards across the UK. 

Contact us today to find out about the 
latest build site or open day.

Whatever your plans...
...we turn your dream into reality
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TODAY’S DESIGNS – TOMORROW’S HERITAGE

 
 
 
 

Full Design and Planning Service
Complete Build Service
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According to Wikipedia, sustainable building refers to a building process
that is environmentally responsible and resource-ef>cient throughout the
building's life cycle: from siting to design, construction, operation, main-
tenance, renovation, and demolition. This requires close co-operation of
the design team, the architects, the engineers, and the client at all project
stages. The Green Building practice expands and complements the clas-
sical building design concerns of economy, utility, durability, and comfort.
With today’s increasing desire for sustainable living, green oak frames
(oak used within a couple of years of the tree being felled) are ideal, with
locally sourced green oak having the lowest embodied energy (the amount
of energy used to promote it) of any primary building material. Add to
this, ground (or air) source heat pumps to control heating, photovoltaic
cells for generating electricity and rain water harvesting, and you can cre-
ate a truly sustainable building.

Designing a sustainable home should be a number one priority for any
selfbuilder. Using an oak frame is very environmentally friendly but that’s
not the end of the story. The amount of energy a home uses over its lifetime
will far exceed the amount of embodied energy used in its constructing.
In fact, buildings count for about 50 per cent of Europe’s energy usage,
roughly 60 per cent of that is in heating energy. In order to move towards
becoming a low carbon economy we need to reduce our energy con-
sumption and increase the use of renewable resources. So called ‘zero-
heating’ houses are already being constructed, and although most current
houses built in Britain are well below this standard, the trend is slowly
moving in that direction. Good thermal design is not just a question of
applying ever increasing amounts of insulation but looking at how the
building as a whole is performing. The basic principles for designing low-
energy buildings can be summarised as follows.

1.Orientation: The building should be positioned to gain as much access
from the sun as possible and shelter from prevailing winds. 

2.Minimising heat loss: Heat generally is lost in equal amounts through
the fabric of the building, the glazing and ventilation. It is possible to
improve all three areas by increasing the level of insulation, specifying
the correct area of glazing and type of glass and making buildings
more airtight. 

3.Passive solar design: Glazing needs to be orientated correctly to gain
bene>t from passive solar heating during the wintertime. Thermal mass
within the building should be located correctly to act as a heat store. 

4.Ef>cient energy appliances: Low energy heating and lighting systems
should be used, such as modern gas condensing boilers and photovoltaic
cells to produce electricity.

building 
sustainable

homes 
using oak

by Kirstie Brown, 
Westwind Oak Buildings
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5.Ventilation: After the building envelope has
been made more airtight and is better insu-
lated, ventilation needs to be carefully con-
trolled if heat loss is to be minimised. 

6.Choice of materials: Embodied energy of
materials used in constructing a building,
account for roughly 10 per cent of its total
energy usage over a 100 years. So although
important, materials should be primarily cho-
sen for their effect on the overall energy
usage of the building.

During the last twenty years, traditional
British-style oak framing has grown in popularity
and is now a well-established construction
method again. The industry has grown from a
small, alternative form of construction, into a
well-recognised building technique that employs

large numbers of craftspeople. There are many
reasons for this; perhaps it is the trend for open-
plan living or the speed of site construction or the
fact that it is environmentally friendly; but when it
comes down to it, most people just love the smell
and touch of the oak, as soon as they see it.

Oak timber framing is a method of making a
structural frame that will support both the roof
and the ?oors of a building on which the exter-
nal envelope can be hung. The beams within
the frame are connected using traditional joints
and secured with wooden pegs. Oak is not the
only timber used to make structural frames,
although it is by far the most common.

Historically, an oak frame will last for many
hundreds of years, far exceeding the time taken
to grow the trees used in its construction, making
it brilliantly suited to sustainable applications.

Case study: 
The Lighthouse, Herefordshire
Built on the site of a derelict farmhand’s bunga-
low the house is set in the Herefordshire coun-
tryside surrounded by an orchard and acres of
>elds. The building blends traditional, sustain-
able practices with modern technology to pro-
vide 21st century living in a sustainable and
energy conscious way.

The main elevation faces south, and the full
height feature windows form a glass wall, pro-
viding passive heating to the building. The
water feature in front of the house stores rain-
water while the photovoltaic panels on the roof
provide electrical power and heating for the
building (surplus is sold back to the grid).
Where possible materials and labour were
sourced locally.

Designing a 
sustainable home
should be a 
number one priority
for any selfbuilder ��
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Arch Timber Protection
Following a thorough assessment, Arch
Timber Protection has received full
accreditation from RIBA for two con-
tinuing professional development 
seminars. The ‘Fire retardant treatments
for timber based products’ seminar
includes guidance on how to specify
#re protection correctly for solid tim-
ber and panel products used in con-
struction. The second seminar, entitled
‘Preservative treatments for timber
based products’, looks at the attributes
of timber and describes the differ-

ent processes that can increase the service life of construction and land-
scaping timbers.

Tel: 01977 714120   www.archtp.com/products/seminars

 

Enq. 202

Polypipe Home Solutions
Polypipe Home Solutions, from the UK
manufacturer of plastic piping systems
is a new initiative, which combines
contemporary products that offer home-
owners comfort, ef(ciency and sustain-
ability. Polypipe Home Solutions brings
together proven technologies with 
systems for Under)oor Heating, Heat
Recovery Ventilation and Rainwater
Harvesting and marks the way for 
eco-friendly living. The Home Solutions
range can ensure comfort, ef(ciency
and sustainability within the home.

Martin Dootson, Polypipe Home Solutions’ marketing manager comments:
“We have been working to help selfbuilders create more sustainable ways
of living, using the environment and naturally generated sources. 

 

Enq. 201
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Enq. 203

www.westwindoak.com

01934 877317

timber frame - supply and erect

Vision Development supplies and erects top quality timber frame systems
that have the highest u-values for environmentally friendly homes. 

We offer unique Closed Panel and 140mm Open Panel systems and can
also provide a full turnkey package.

• Reduced time scales  
• CfSH 4 +  
• Fixed cost  
• Factory fitted external joinery

All packages tailored to our
clients’ needs

For more information please contact:
Tel: 01635 523 271 Email: tim@vision-dsl.com

www.timber-frame-suppliers.co.uk

Enq. 204

Enq. 200
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All that you desire ....... 
Can be achieved with Flight Timber Self Build 
assisting you. We are flexible and can provide our 
customers with a friendly, comprehensive and 
professional one-stop service. Did you know that 
Flight Timber can quote from your existing plans?  
Here are just a few of the benefits of using us:

rs the same level of service 
as Flight Timber Self Build. 

    Extensions     Bespoke Designs     Individual Homes     Recreational       Groundworks

So if you are considering building 
your own self build home please 
contact us on: 01787 222336 

email: sales@flighttimber.com
www.selfbuild.flighttimber.com 

Enq. 207

Enq. 205 Enq. 206
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Doors & Windows

MUMFORD & WOOD
Tower Business Park, Kelvendon Road, 
Tiptree, Essex, CO5 0LX 
T: 01621 818155  F: 01621 818175
Email: sales@mumfordwood.com 

www.mumfordwood.com

BLACK MILLWORK CO INC
Andersen House, Dallow Street, Burton
on Trent, Staffordshire, DE14 2PQ
T: 01283 511122  F: 01283 510863
Email: info@blackmillwork.co.uk 

www.blackmillwork.co.uk

KLOEBER UK LTD
Unit 25, Eartith Business Park, Meadow
Drive, Eartith, Cambridgeshire, PE28 3QF 
T: 01487 740044  F: 01487 740404
Email: info@kloeber.co.uk 

www.kloeber.co.uk

VELFAC LIMITED
The Old Livery, Hildersham, 
Cambridgeshire, CB21 6DR 
T: 01223 897100  F: 01223 897101
Email: post@velfac.co.uk 

www.velfac.co.uk

SUNFOLD SYSTEMS
Sunfold House, Chestnut Drive, 
Wymondham Business Park,
Wymondham, Norfolk, NR18 9SB 
T: 01953 423423  F: 01206 423430
Email: info@sunfold.com 

www.sunfold.com

If you would like to advertise within the
Classified & Directory pages, please

contact the sales team on:

01435 863500

enquire online at 
www.sbhonline.eu

Enq. 504

Enq. 503
Enq. 501

Coatings, Sealants & Paints

Building Services

Building Products

Air Tightness & Testers

Air Conditioning & Ventilation Bathrooms & Showers

Basements

DULUX TRADE
ICI Paints, Wexham Road, Slough, 
Berkshire, SL2 5DS 
Tel: 01753 550000   
Email: general_duluxretail@ici.com 

www.icipaints.co.uk

OSMO UK
Unit 24, Anglo Business Park, Smeaton
Close, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 8UP 
T: 01296 481220  F: 01296 424090
Email: info@osmouk.com 

www.osmouk.com

DESIGN & MATERIALS
8 The Point, Coach Road, Shireoaks,
Worksop, Nottinghamshire, S81 8BW
T: 0845 40 40 400  F: 01909 484179
Email: enquiries@designmaterials.uk.com

www.designandmaterialsuk.com

BUILDSTORE FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD
Unit 1, Kingsthorne Park, Nettlehill Road,
Hounston Industrial Estate, Livingston,
EH54 5DB 
T: 0845 223 4888  F: 0845 223 4666
Email: enquiries@buildstore.co.uk 

www.buildstore.co.uk

MACHINE MART LIMITED
211 Lower Parliament Street, 
Nottingham, NG1 1GN 
T: 0115 955 9999  F: 0115 956 2900
Email: sales@machinemart.co.uk 

www.machinemart.co.uk

MATKI PLC
Churchward Road, Yate, Bristol, BS37 5PL 
T: 01454 322888  F: 01454 315284
Email: helpline@matki.co.uk 

www.matki.co.uk

IMPEY UK
Conquest Business Park, Cad Road, Old
Way, Ilton, Somerset, TA19 9EA 
T: 01460 256080  F: 01460 259800
Email: info@impey-uk.com 

www.impey-uk.com

VITRA LTD
30 Clerkenwell Road, London, EC1M 5PQ 
T: 020 7608 6200   F: 020 7608 6201

www.vitra.com

ABTECH BASEMENT SYSTEMS
sales@abtechbasements.co.uk
6, White Hart Parade, Blackwater,
Camberley, Surrey, GU17 9AA
Tel: 0870 8010800 
Fax: 0870 8010090

www.abtechbasements.co.uk

We specialise in the installation of 
specialist waterproofing systems to new or
existing basements. We also DESIGN and
CONSTRUCT new basements and install
basements into existing properties. Fully
Patented and Guaranteed.

REGA VENTILATION LIMITED
21/22 Eldon Way, Bigglewade,
Bedfordshire, SG18 8NH 
T: 01676 600499  F: 01767 600487
Email: info@rega-uk.com

www.rega-uk.com

classiHed & directory

URBAN FRONT LTD
Unit 4, Chesham Business Park, 
33 Townsend Road, Chesham, Bucks,
HP5 2AA 
T: 01494 778787  F: 01494 778784
Email: info@urbanfront.co.uk 

www.urbanfront.co.uk

SWISH WINDOW & DOOR SYSTEMS
Stafford Park 6, Telford, Shropshire, 
TF3 3AT 
T: 01952 283331  F: 01952 292770
Email: enquiries@epwin.co.uk 

www.foldingslidingdoors.com

Finance

SELF-BUILDER
Belmont International, Becket House,
Vestry Road, Otford, TN14 5EL
T: 01732 744780  F: 01732 450068
Email: sales@self-builder.com 

www.self-builder.com

Fires & Fireplaces

Enq.506

enquire online at 
www.sbhonline.eu

CLEARVIEW STOVES
More Works, Bishops Castle, Shropshire, 
SY9 5HH 
T: 01588 650401  F: 01588 650493
Email: info@clearviewstoves.com 

www.clearviewstoves.com

DILIGENCE INTERNATIONAL LTD
Dart Mills, Buckfastleigh, Devon
TQ11 0NF
T: 01364 644790  F: 01364 644791
Email: focus@diligenceinternational.com

www.diligenceinternational.com
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Enq. 502

Enq. 505

enquire online at 
www.sbhonline.eu

If you would like to advertise 
within the Classified & Directory 

pages, please contact 
the sales team on:

01435 863500

If you would like to 
advertise within the

Classified & Directory
pages, please contact 

the sales team on:

01435 863500
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enquire online at
www.sbhonline.eu

Heating & Plumbing

Heating & Plumbing

Glass & Glazing

Garage Doors

Enq. 510

Enq.507

HYDROPATH HOLDINGS
sales@hydropath.com
Unit F, Acorn Park, Redfield Road,
Nottingham NG7 2TR
Tel: 0115 9869966 
Fax: 0115 9869944

www.hydropath.com

HydroFLOW treats limescale. 
Chemical-free, maintenance-free and
easy to install.  Our comprehensive
ranges offer 24-hour protection for the
home, commerce and industry.

APROPOS
Greenside House, Richmond Street 
Ashton Under Lyne, OL6 7ES
T: 0161 342 8200  F: 0161 342 8265
Email: info@apropos-tectonic.com 

www.apropos-tectonic.com

GLAZING VISION LTD
Sawmills Road, Diss, IP22 4RG
T: 0333 8000 881  F: 0333 8000 882
Email: sales@glazing-vision.co.uk 

www.glazing-vision.co.uk

HORMANN (UK) LTD
Gee Road, Coalville, Leicestershire, 
LE67 4JW
T: 01530 513000  F: 01530 513001
Email: info@hormann.co.uk 

www.hormann.co.uk

1ST FOLDING SLIDING DOORS
Unit 26/27, Silicon Business Centre, 
26 Wadsworth Road, Perival, Greenford, 
Middlesex, UB6 7JZ 
T: 0845 0066 127  F: 0208 997 0611
Email: foldingslidingdoors@btinternet.com

www.1stslidingfoldingdoors.co.uk

SUNPARADISE UK LTD
Phoenix Wharf, Eel Pie Island, 
Twickenham, Middlesex, TW1 3DY 
T: 0870 240 7604  F: 0208 744 9203
Email: info@sunparadise.co.uk 

www.sunparadise.co.uk

FOLDING SLIDING DOOR COMPANY
FDS Works, Hopbine Avenue, West
Bowling, Bradford, West Yorkshire
BD5 8ER 
T: 0845 644 6630  F: 0845 644 6631
Email: info@foldingslidingdoors.com 

www.foldingslidingdoors.com

Folding Sliding Doors

Floors & Flooring

Fixtures & Fittings

I D SYSTEMS
Sunflex House, B2 Rhombus Business
Park, Diamond Road, NR6 6NN 
T: 01603 408804  F: 01603 258648
Email: info@i-d-systems.co.uk 

www.i-d-systems.co.uk

SOLARLUX SYSTEMS LIMITED
Quadrant Park, Mundells, Welwyn 
Garden City, Hertfordshire, AL7 1FS 
T: 0170 733 9970  F: 0171 733 9980
Email: info@solarlux.co.uk 

www.solarlux.co.uk

KENTON FLOORS LTD
Woodpecker House, Unit 29 Pant Glas
Ind. Estate, Bedwas, Cairphilly, CF83 8DR 
T: 02920 888223  F: 02920 881694
Email: info@kentonfloors.co.uk 

www.woodpeckerflooring.co.uk

IRONMONGERY DIRECT
Scimitar Park, Basildon, Essex, SS13 1ND
T: 0808 168 28 28
Email: enquiries@ironmongerydirect.com

www.ironmongerydirect.com

classiHed & directory

www.sbhonline.eu
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker web-
site is an online provider of past and
present products and news items for
the selfbuilder. Regularly updated
with hundreds of press releases
sbhonline.eu is a one-stop source for
all the latest press releases providing
you with access to information about
products and services you require for
your project as well as selfbuild 
relevant news.
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Digital Issue
The digital issue of Selfbuilder &
Homemaker provides all the same
content as the print issue with the
added advantage of being instantly
available whenever and wherever you
have access to the internet. In addition
to its ease of access the digital issue
of Selfbuilder & Homemaker gives
direct links to advertisers, allowing you
to visit a potential supplier’s website
with the simple click of a mouse.
Subscribe at www.sbhonline.eu

SBH Newsletter
Emailed on a fortnightly basis, the
Selfbuilder & Homemaker newsletter
is designed to provide you with the
latest information on products and
services of interest, direct to your
inbox. You can quickly gather a
snapshot of information from 12
carefully selected companies and
easily follow links through to further
information on www.sbhonline.eu, or
go direct to the company's own web-
site. Brochures and videos are also
regularly available. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.eu

 

DISCOUNTED HEATING
57 Faringdon Road, St Judes, Plymouth,
Devon, PL4 9ER
T: 0844 567 8884  F: 0870 330 5815
Email: info@discountedheating.co.uk 

www.discountedheating.co.uk

GRUNDFOS LIMITED
Grovebury Road, Leighton Buzzard, 
LU7 4TL
T: 01525 775450  F: 01525 850011
Email: brussell@grundfoss.com 

www.grundfos.com

POLYPIPE BUILDING PRODUCTS
Broomhouse, Edlington, Doncaster, 
DN12 1ES
T: 01709 770000   F: 01709 770001
Email: david.clark@polypipe.com 

www.polypipe.com

If you would like to advertise 
within the Classified & Directory 

pages, please contact 
the sales team on:

01435 863500
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Waterless Composting Toilets

Easy to maintain
No digging out
Odourless
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t: 01799 598086
Enq. 509

DISCOUNT

GARAGE DOORS

Trade and 

Retail

Supply Only or Supply and Installation – Nationwide
Suppliers of: - Hormann, Garador, Henderson G60, Cardale, Carteck, 

Wessex, Cedar Door, Woodrite, Aluroll, Gliderol, Silvelox

01691 670394 www.discount-garage-doors.co.uk

• Big Discounts

• Top Brands

Est 1989

Enq.508

If you would like to 
advertise within the

Classified & Directory
pages, please contact 

the sales team on:

01435 863500
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If you would like to 
advertise within the

Classified & Directory
pages, please contact 

the sales team on:

01435 863500

Underfloor Heating

Timber & Joinery

Temporary Accommodation

Sewage Treatment

Lighting & Electrical

Kitchens

Insurance

Insulation

Polyurethane Spray Foam

Insect Screens

Heating & Renewable Energy

ENCOMPAS UNDERFLOOR HEATING
Warwick Mill Business Centre, 
Warwick Bridge, Carlisle, CA4 8RR
T: 0845 631 3000  F: 0845 631 3333
Email: info@encompas.co.uk 

www.encompas.co.uk

ROBBENS SYSTEMS 
UNDERFLOOR HEATING
69 Castleham Road, St Leonards on Sea,
East Sussex, TN38 9NU
T: 01424 851111  F: 01424 851135
Email: robben@underfloorheating.co.uk 

www.underfloorheating.co.uk

NU-HEAT
Heathpark House, Devonshire Road, 
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton,
Devon, EX14 1SD
T: 01404 549770  F: 01404 549771
Email: info@nu-heat.co.uk 

www.nu-heat.co.uk

Enq. 514

Enq. 512

Enq. 511

BARHAM & SONS
58 Finchley Avenue, Mildenhall, Suffolk,
IP28 7BG
T: 01638 711611  F: 01638 716688
Email: info@barhams.biz 

www.barhamwoodfloors.com

ROUND WOOD OF MAYFIELD
Newick Lane, Mayfield, East Sussex, 
TN20 6RG
T: 01435 860888  F: 01435 864708
Email: jasonfrost@roundwood.com 

www.roundwood.com

HERITAGE DESIGNS
Unit 25 Pentood Enterprise Park, 
Cardigan, Ceredigion, SA43 3AD
T: 01239 614462  F: 01239 615564
Email: info@heritagedesigns.co.uk 

www.heritagedesigns.co.uk

FLEMING HOMES LTD
Station Road, Duns, Berwickshire
TD11 3HS
T: 01361 883785  F: 01361 883898
Email: enquiries@fleminghomes.co.uk 

www.fleminghomes.co.uk

NEATWOOD HOMES LTD
Unit 6 Westwood Industrial Estate,
Pontrilas, Herefordshire, HR2 0EL
T: 01981 240860  F: 1981 240255
Email: sales@neatwoodhomes.co.uk 

www.neatwoodhomes.co.uk

WPL LTD (HAMPSHIRE)
Units 1 & 2, Aston Road, Waterlooville,
Hants, PO7 7UX
T: 02392 242600  F: 02392 242624
Email: enquiries@wpl.co.uk 

www.wpl.co.uk

TT PUMPS LTD
Onneley Works, Newcastle Road,
Woore, Crewe, Cheshire, CW3 9RU
T: 01630 647200  F: 01630 642100
Email: response@ttpumps.com 

www.ttpumps.com

MARLEY ETERNIT (HYDROPANEL)
Lichfield Road, Branston, Burton-on-Trent,
Derbyshire, DE14 3HD
T: 01283 722588  F: 01283 722224
Email: info@marleyeternit.co.uk 

www.marleyeternit.co.uk

WEBSTERS INSULATION
Crow Tree Farm, Thorne Levels,
Doncaster, South Yorkshire, DN8 5FT
Tel: 01405 812682           
Fax: 01405 817201

www.webstersinsulation.com

Websters Insulation Ltd (est.1854), 
are market leaders in Polyurethane
Sprayed Foam Insulation for all structures
Saving energy and CO2 emissions.  
We offer expertise, experience and
service second to none, whilst
maintaining highly competitive prices.

Package Build

CUSTOM HOMES
South Suffolk Business Centre, Alexandra
Road, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 2ZX
T: 01787 377388  F: 01787 377622
Email: admin@customhomes.co.uk 

www.customhomes.co.uk

BAUFRITZ (UK) LTD
The Workplace, Oakington Road, 
Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0QH
T: 01223 235632  F: 01223 209910
Email: enquiries@baufritz.co.uk 

www.baufritz.co.uk

PINELAND FURNITURE LIMITED
Unit 5, Cleobury Trading Estate, 
Main Street, Cleobury Mortimer, 
Kidderminster, DY14 8DP
T: 01299 271143  F: 01299 271166
Email: sales@pineland.co.uk 

www.pineland.co.uk

HOWDENS JOINERY LTD
Caswell House, Gowerton Road, 
Northampton, NN4 7BW
T: 01604 876000  F: 01604 761161

www.howdens.com

SELF BUILD ZONE
Anton House, South Park, Sevenoaks
Kent, TN13 1EB
T: 01732 742101  F: 01732 740994
Email: sales@selfbuildzone.com 

www.selfbuildzone.com

ACTIS
Unit 1, Cornbrash Park, Bumpers Way,
Bumpers Farm Ind. Estate, Chippenham,
Wiltshire, SN14 6RA
T: 01249 462888  F: 01249 446345
Email: solutions@actis-isolation.com 

www.insulation-actis.com

DANFOSS HEAT PUMPS
Unit 3, Parkwood Business Park,
Parkwood Road, Sheffield, S3 8AL
T: 0114 270 3900  F: 0114 275 1398
Email: info.heatpumps@danfoss.com 

www.ukheatpumps.danfoss.com

MITSUBISHI ELECTRICAL
Travellers Lane, Hatfield, AL10 8XB
T: 01707 276100  F: 01707 278674
Email: info@meuk.mee.com 

www.mitsubishielectric.co.uk

classiHed & directory

Roofing & Cladding

If you would like to advertise 
within the Classified & Directory 

pages, please contact 
the sales team on:

01435 863500

OAKMASTERS OF SUSSEX
The Mill, Isaac’s Lane, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex, RH16 4RZ
T: 01444 455455  F: 01444 455333
Email: oak@oakmasters.co.uk 

www.oakmasters.co.uk

T J CRUMP OAKWRIGHTS LIMITED
The Lakes, Swainshill, Hereford, HR4 7PU
T: 01432 353353  F: 01432 357733
Email: enquiries@oakwrights.co.uk 

www.oakwrights.co.uk

ENGLISH HERITAGE BUILDINGS
Woods Corner, East Sussex, TN21 9LQ
T: 01424 838643  F: 01424 838606
Email: sales@ehbp.com 

www.ehbp.com

SCANDIA-HUS LTD
Scandia-Hus Business Park
Felcourt Road, Felcourt 
East Grinstead, RH19 2LP
T: 01342 838060  F: 01342 838061
Email: sales@scandia-hus.co.uk 

www.scandia-hus.co.uk

Enq.513

enquire online at 
www.sbhonline.eu

If you would like to advertise 
within the Classified & Directory 

pages, please contact 
the sales team on:

01435 863500

enquire online at 
www.sbhonline.eu
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WARMER 

GREENER

CONTROLLED

FLEXIBLE 

AFFORDABLE

Tel: 0845 163 0055   www.intelligentheat.co.uk   www.needo.co.uk

Eco-friendly, new and unique technology that is super e�  cient, 
creates rapid and optimum heat without compromising interior 
design. Wireless controlled energy consumption. 
Rapid installation, just plug in.  As cost-e� ective as gas.
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Central heating of the future,
just plug in and turn on.

ACS
Advanced
Condensing
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1. Clearview Stoves are the best 
Clearview have been designing and manufacturing wood-burning stoves since 
1987. They were the first company ever to have a multi fuel stove approved 
for burning wood in smokeless zones and since then have continued to set the 
standards that others aspire too. Many people consider them to be the best in  
the world.

2. Clearview Stoves are efficient
A Clearview Stove is over 70% efficient while most open fires are only 10% 
efficient. A Clearview in the living room keeps you warm and cosy in the place 
you spend most of your time.

3. Clearview Stoves are a joy to use
There is nothing quite so elemental as the log fire, nothing that excites the 
imagination like its flames. It’s one of life’s little pleasures. A Clearview Stove 
offers an exceptional view of the fire, is easy to light and burns for long  
periods unattended.

4. Wood is a renewable fuel that’s good for the environment
During their lifetime trees absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, provide 
food and shelter for wildlife and add beauty to our lives. Burning wood releases 
no more CO2 than would its eventual decay. Simply put, burning wood just 
warms you, not the planet.

5. Wood and Clearview put you in control
The huge, centralized; energy companies can be unreliable. When a storm 
interrupts the electrical supply, you can be left stumbling around in the dark 
with no heating to speak of. However, a Clearview wood stove is 100% reliable 
and keeps you safe, and warm during a power-cut.

6. Wood saves you money!
We almost forgot to mention it, but for many, wood is the cheapest fuel you  
can use. Best of all, it grows on trees!

STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK

www.clearviewstoves.com/hd   Brochure Line: 01588 650 123
Dinham House, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 1EJ.  Tel: 01584 878 100
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CLEARVIEW
STOVES

Britain’s leading manufacturer of clean burning wood stoves
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