EXTENSIONS | SELF-BUILDS | RENOVATIONS | CONVERSIONS

/ \ ;] J\ .‘
| \\__/’ 4 A\ |

o | ~ o
dual Homes

e

WU HKIAWTONS R e

i

~ == “SPECIALR

=

&=

I" Lo

e S el R } : é e AT B P
Py TR e S R L gt s e A, SR vl d iy
/A, R Frh b =T T A e et o E{ILTJL 3 ,

Visit Britain's Best Website for Self-Builders an

¥ ek

d Renovators at homebuilding.co.uk

! ) v d g
L of W e ) o




‘ _l"_- —
r ] R - L I =
Orlg | . L‘ﬂ- -
.I -.-.--' -
. 1 X

DOORS AND WINDOWS

including a du

Manufactured ir
from a premium grade alumir
for a secure, visually exquisite and
maintenance free window

't's In our DNA... Create yours with Origin
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BEAUTIFULLY
DESIGNED
FOR ANY
ENVIRONMENT

Natural beauty and outstanding quality make JELD-WEN timber
windows the perfect choice. Made in the UK, the Stormsure Energy+
range is triple glazed and has an A+ rating to help keep your bills down
and your home warm. They give such great performance they‘re relied
on all over the world, from England to Antarctica.

With a 40 year softwood frame guarantee, and 10 year guarantees on hardware,
glass and paint, you can be assured of the quality. They are fully made to measure
with a choice of bar designs and any colour including dual colour.

To view our full range, see our videos or find your
local JELD-WEN retailer, visit www.jeld-wen.co.uk

TRIPLE GLAZED
A+ ENERGY

RATED

A
-

JELD'WEN
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Upfront
The latest news, events, and products — plus, follow
our experts as they embark on their own build projects

14 Steps to Ensuring a Smooth Design Process
Architect Neil Turner explains how to get the most
out of the design stage — and your designer

Could Your Garden Provide a Free Plot?
Self-build expert David Snell explains the
perks and pitfalls of building in your garden

15 Brilliant Bathroom Design Ideas
The latest solutions for creating a new bathroom

Foundations for Difficult Sites

Trees? Sloping land? Clay soil? Our expert
provides the solutions for building on
even the most problematic of plots

A Buyer's Guide to Aluminium Windows
Windows are a massive part of your

new home's look — we explain what to
consider when choosing this material

Special Report: Getting the Best from Builders
A 14-page guide providing all you need to
know about managing your builders

A Traditional Oak Frame Self-Build
Despite a seven year planning battle, one couple
have achieved their dream home in Suffolk

A Contemporary Timber-Clad Home
Replacing a derelict property, this new Oxfordshire
SIPs build provides a 21st-century family home

An Extended Cottage in Wiltshire
A striking timber-clad addition brings light
and extra living space to a stone cottage

A Traditional Low-Maintenance New Build
One couple build a beautiful bungalow
for retirement in West Sussex

Building a Passivhaus

In the third instalment, we continue to follow
package company Potton as the team starts
work on its new Passivhaus project. This
month — how to create an airtight home

My Big Idea: The Stone Wall
One architect shares their favourite design concept
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You'll all love your space when you open it up with our stunning range
of aluminium folding doors, sliding doors, windows and roofing products.
You'll also love the way we make everything beautifully simple,
from survey to installation and after care.

Create a space for happier living

Homebuilding
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Showrooms in Glasgow, Leeds, Harrogate, Redhill & Romford
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WELCOME MAY 2016

New Beginnings

Claire Lloyd is the Editor of Homebuilding & Renovating

hat's not to like

about  spring?

The clocks go

forward, there's

promise of sum-

mer in the air,
and the weather looks decidedly bet-
ter (well, most days anyway). For those
of us with building projects, the season
can herald a new start — whether that’s
breaking (how thawed-out) ground on a
self-build, making pre and post-work
visits to site in the daylight (rather
than by festoon lighting), or sim-
ply bringing a renewed sense
of enthusiasm for a project.
(Spending weekends and eve-
nings renovating a 200-year-
old cottage without central
heating has become more
appealing for my partner
and |, now the tempera-
ture is picking up.)

On the subject of new
beginnings, we launch
the first of two new se-
ries this issue — or more
accurately, site diaries.

The first documents the adventures of
experienced self-builder (and all-round
homebuilding expert) David Snell, as he
builds his fourteenth house (p.25). The
second sees our Content Director Jason
Orme (more on whom later), fly the flag
for those tackling existing houses, sharing
his words of wisdom on remodelling and
extending a 1960s home (p.35).
On another note, the subject of our
special report this month is one that often
ignites and divides opinion — build-
ers, and how to get the best out of
them. The builder/client relation-
ship is one of the most important
to a project, and critical to the
success of the finished home
(and getting that house built in
the first instance). It's worth re-
membering that this relation-
ship is a two-way street, and
for every ‘bad’ builder, there is
a ‘nightmare’ client (the one
who constantly changes

their mind without realising the cost impli-
cations, and fails to pay on time). Our 14-
page guide is designed to help you pre-
pare for the tender process and to choose
the best builder for your project. Our legal
expert, Chris Reeves, also explains what to
do if you do fall out (p.99).

Finally, and please indulge me here a
little, this is a rather special issue for me:
it marks my first as the new Editor, and
also my eighth year with Homebuilding &
Renovating. During this time I've had the
privilege of working as Deputy to the for-
mer Editor, Jason Orme. It's worth men-
tioning that ‘Homebuilding" was never
simply a magazine (or website, for that
matter) for Jason, but a way of life that
he campaigned for more people to enjoy
— lobbying on the self-build cause in Par-
liament on numerous occasions; a task
he continues as member of the board
for NaCSBA (the National Custom & Self
Build Association). | hope to build on his
good work. (H)

® @ClaireLloydHome
homebuilding.co.uk

i facebook.com/homebuildingandrenovating
homebuilding@centaurmedia.com
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Contributors

JASON ORME

The former Editor of

Homebuilding & Renovating
magazine, Jason is an

experienced self-builder and is
currently renovating a 1960s home.
He starts his new diary on page 35

PETER EADE

Peter Eade has spent a lifetime
running his own building
business, specialising in project
management and design. Read
his beginner’s guide to going
out to tender on page 87

NEIL TURNER

Neil is a director of Durham and
London-based architectural
practice Howarth Litchfield Partner-
ship and specialises in residential
design. He provides his top tips for a
smooth design process on page 48
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EVERYTHING vou neep For YOUR DREAM OAK FRAME HOME

The Complete

DESIGNED a0 BUILT FOR YOU

Our expert multi-disciplinary team of architects,
engineers, construction specialists, cost experts and
project managers have been creating award winning
oak frame homes for over a decade and always with
outstanding, dedicated and personal service.

We specialise in working with clients who want to build
their own home, but don't want to be self-builders.

You choose your involvement at every step and leave the
rest to us.

OakHome

01249 479 891
thecompleteoakhome.co.uk



One day, you won’t
have to have an ugly
oil tank in your garden.
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Get an underground
gas tank and one day
can be today

If you live off the grid, switch from oil to gas for
your home central heating, with Calor,and you
can have your tank out of sight and out of the way.

We can also advise on how our highly efficient
gas boilers could reduce your energy costs.

It’s easy to switch. To find out more visit
calor.co.uk or call 0800 085 5126.
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Put some |CALOR | in your life

e




MATERIALS
Latest products
and design ideas
P.13

DESIGN DIGEST
International new builds

and renovations to inspire
P.20

ON SITE
Real people, real projects
P.22
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builds a £90k home
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TALKING POINTS

An exceptional plot
looking for a new owner
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DIARY OF A REMODEL
Former Editor Jason
Orme shares his tips as he
remodels a 1960s home
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ALL ABOUT ROOF TILES
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more to roofs than tiles
P.36

BEFORE & AFTER

A dramatic extension
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MODULEO’S MOODS COLLECTION

The new Moods collection from LVT (luxury chevrons, triangles and diamonds, as well as
vinyl tile) manufacturer Moduleo gives home- traditional squares and rectangles — for a truly
owners the freedom to combine 10 new floor- individual floor tailored to suit your interior

ing formats to create their own bespoke design.  scheme. What's more, the tiles also boast excel-
Up to 110 unigue wood and stone-effect lent eco-credentials, being BRE certified and
patterns can be created using the wide range having an A+ sustainability rating. Price on ap-
of tile shapes available — including hexagons, plication. (moduleo.co.uk)
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MATERIALS

CAPLE’S 3-IN-1 VAPOS TAP

Caple’s Vapos 3-in-1 tap provides 2.4 litres (that's 100 cups an
hour!) of steaming water, which is instantly ready to use. It also
supplies fresh cold water and regular hot water from the solid,
stainless steel swan neck-style spout. The tap’s compact boiler
has a temperature range of 50-98°C and also includes a full-scale
prevention filter to prolong the life of the boiler. What's more it
uses less electricity than a 40W light bulb. The Vapos tap costs
from £919. (caple.co.uk)
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MERIDIAN DOOR | b oy 1TARRIS’

conts and sorm-tnek wmie gaemg we | AMPRESSTONS WALL TILES

standard. The door is available in a range The new Impressions range of ceramic wall tiles from

of colours and is manufactured to ‘Secured Reed Harris measure 560x140mm and come in six neutral
by Design’ standards of security. Prices start glazed colours: White, Almond, Rock, Fog, Cappuccino and
from £1,500, including installation. Coffee. Available in a plain or décor textured finish (Bloom
(safechoice.co.uk) or Bamboo embossed patterns), the tiles can also sit side

by side to striking effect as shown with the Rock plain and
Bloom Rock décor tiles below. Décor tiles cost £79.95/m?,
while the plain tiles cost £74.95/m?. (reedharris.co.uk)
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ALEC BUCHAN’S
COLOUR SOCKETS

Available from Too Jazzy, Alec Buchan's made-
to-order 2-gang sockets are available painted
in 15 vibrant colours, perfect for adding a pop
of colour to contrast or pair with your interior
scheme. The socket comes with a 25-year
guarantee on electromechanical components
and costs £49.95. (too-jazzy.com)

Homebuilding & Renovating | 14
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SINGLE DOOR SYSTEMS
T DOUBLE DOOR SYSTEMS
i RVED DOOR SYSTEMS WITH DOORS
Y S WITH FRAMELESS GLASS DOORS

The cost of homes in the UK varies
value you Y Space I from around £1000 to £11,000 per sq
m depending on where you live so each
- square metre is very valuable.
amm It COStS you money! !By using Eclisse chket Dc?or Systems
instead of old fashioned hinged doors
you can gain up to 8 sq m of more usable
space in a 100 sg m home.
That’s worth between £8,000 and £88,000!
So don’t waste valuable space or money,
use Eclisse.

Eclisse Pocket Door Systems allow the door to retract
into the wall. Guaranteed for 12 years but tested to 25
they can be used for a new build or retrofitted.

Visit www.eclisse.co.uk/value-your-space to buy online, to see installation videos
and to download our product brochures.
Alternatively call us on 0330 606 1481 (local rate call) with any questions you may have.
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High-quality Stainless
Steel Handrall Systems
for eve

Aalco markets contemporary stainless steel handrail systems from Italy’s leading
manufacturer, IAM Design. They are innovative, design-led railing systems and glass
balustrades manufactured and tested to the highest standards.

The products can be used as supports and handrails on steps and stairways, and as
safety barriers for balconies and between floor levels.

The Aalco stainless steel railing systems and glass balustrades are already installed in
homes, designer shops, hotels and restaurants. There are installations in commercial
offices and public buildings, museums and stadia.

Working with expert installers, Aalco offers an unrivalled service to the homeowner,
from site surveys and design proposals to the manufacture of bespoke products for

(G)
4
(U)
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w statement’ installations.
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INNOVATION ARCHITECTURAL METAL

For an initial, no-obligation discussion, call....

Aalco - the UK's sole distributor lan Finney on 07557 288700
of IAM Design Handrail Systems www.aalco.co.uk/products/handrail.aspx



MATERIALS

BRILLIANT
BALUSTRADES

LNOYHE

BISCA’S ORNATE
BALUSTRADE

This staircase, in a 1960s home, has been subject to a
dramatic restoration. Replacing a traditional, outdated,
dark-stained wood, which formed the balustrade and
landing gallery, a hand-forged, blackened, ornate balus-
trade from Bisca, with treads relaid in pale oak, has been
introduced. The striking balustrade has been capped
with a hand-carved oak handrail with scroll end — a real
focal point for the entrance hall. Bespoke Bisca stair-
cases start from £22,000. (bisca.co.uk)

TG STUDIO’S
GLASS
BALUSTRADE

Constructed entirely out of
oak and sturdy in appearance,
Thomas Griem of TG Studio
designed this contemporary
staircase that bridges to the
upper level. A library complete
with reading niche on its lower
level supports the minimal
white staircase with clear glass
balustrade — appearing almost
invisible thanks to its frameless
design with no handrail. The
use of glass also allows light to
enter from above. POA.
(tg-studio.co.uk)

LAMINATED GLASS
BALUSTRADE

This unique bespoke balustrade from Keir Townsend utilises
strands of chiffon between sheets of laminated glass to create a
contemporary divider-style balustrade which allows light to flood
through. The metal fixtures that join the polished concrete stairs
allow for the glass panels to be changed quickly and easily if de-
sired, and the fabric can be altered too, making the possibilities for
custom-designed laminated panels almost limitless. The laminated
glass panels cost £600/m?. (keirtownsend.com)

_W
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“I can always remember making
gingerbread with my Mum when |
was a little girl. The messy fingers and

wonderful aromas always bring back so

many memories. Now my boys can have

those memories with me.”

We love creating kitchen designs that are perfectly suited to each unique home, as well as your personality,
tastes and lifestyle. Meet your local designer at one of 50 in-toto studios nationwide and transform your kitchen.

Est.1980
For more information or to book a free design appointment visit ;
www.intoto.co.uk €ars



MATERIALS

LOW-MAINTENANCE
TIMBER CLADDING

TOM BARNES

Tom Barnes is the managing
director of Vastern Timber
and an industry expert on
timber cladding

What should homeowners consider

before specifying timber cladding?
Homeowners don't always think about how

the timber is going to behave. When specifying
timber cladding it's important to select the right
product for the right job. If you want a more
traditional rustic look and don’'t mind movement,
then larch is a favourable option as it provides
this effect and is considerably cheaper than other
timbers. Cedar or thermally modified timber is
going to move less and also allows you to use

a more delicate joint. If you like knotty timber,
then Thermowood is a good product, and is
more stable than untreated timber. Once you've
chosen the species, consider the orientation of
the boards. Consider the metal work, too, as
ferrous metal such as galvanised steel reacts
with wood and will leave a blue rust stain on the
timber around the nail. My advice would be to
use stainless steel nails to avoid this, especially
on wood that is reactive and has a high tannin
content. I'd also recommend hand nailing the
cladding instead of using a nail gun, as this can
damage the timber.

What are the benefits of thermally

modified timber cladding?

What sets thermally modified wood apart from
natural wood is its stability and durability — you
don't have to treat it or put chemicals on it, so it
is low maintenance. Wood is made up of three
things — cellulose, hemicellulose and lignin.
When timber is heated at 210°C it reconfigures
the structure of the wood and creates a mesh
that prevents water entering. The hemicellulose
is the part of the wood that bonds with water,
and this decreases during the heating process
so that the timber can’t bond with water. The
timber becomes hygrophobic - it resists water
and doesn’t take on any more — so there's no
shrinkage or expansion (unlike some species
such as oak), making the timber perfect for those
who want sharp, contemporary lines.

LNOYHE

What about the weathering — is there any
way of preventing timber from silvering?

All wood will weather and go silver over time
unless it is treated, and when you start treating
the timber it stops being low maintenance and
will need retreating every two or three years

— not a problem in easily accessible areas, but
inconvenient in hard-to-reach spots.

Some woods will go a more bleached silver,
while some will go darker depending on which
elevation the cladding is on, how much exposure
to the elements there is, and the environment
(urban area or countryside). Osmo provides
a UV protection oil which will slow down the
weathering process; however the clear version
is the least resistant to UV. The company’s
pigmented versions perform better but the
problem you then have is that you've painted
the timber a pinky colour and thus changed the
look of the original wood. On the other hand,
Sioo offers a product which accelerates the
weathering process and turns the timber to a
pale silver, so if you have, say, a north-facing
elevation which is not weathering at the same
rate as on the south side, you could apply this
to help the house match. My advice, however,
would be to leave it and let the timber silver
over time. If you don't like the look of silver
timber then you should consider whether timber
cladding is right for you.

Useful Contacts:

Vastern Timber..........coccoovviiiiiiie, vastern.co.uk
KEBONY....oiiiciii e kebony.com
Marley Eternit..............ccoco. marleyeternit.co.uk
James Hardie.........cc.coooeeieeee. jameshardie.co.uk

_ »_’



DESIGN DIGEST

DREAM HOME

CITY
HEIGHTS

Sitting above Sunset Strip
with panoramic views of
downtown and west Los An-
geles, all the way to Santa
Monica and the Pacific
ocean, this striking home -
designed by west-coast
practice McClean Design -
measures almost 650m? and
is divided in half by a water
feature and pool. Water has
been used as a central design
element for this project, be-
ginning at the driveway with a
water wall and ascending to
the main level of the house
before dropping into the spa
below, after which it be-
comes a /m-long lap pool.

The entry to the house is
via a glass bridge. The master
bedroom and study are lo-
cated on one side of the pool
and the living areas on the
other. Below are several
guest rooms, a media room
and a garage. Externally, the
palette of materials has been
kept soft and contemporary
with extensive use of con-
crete, wood and stone com-
bined with generous amounts
of glazing to the rear.

NICK SPRINGETT




LNOYHE

Modern Masterpiece

Sitting above the city lights, with views out towards the Pacific,
this contemporary dwelling is divided in two, thanks to a 7m-long
lap pool separating the private quarters from the social spaces




ON SITE

NEW PROJECT

“THERE’S A SENSE OF
SATISFACTION WORKING
ONYOUR OWN PROJECT”

James Young and Claire Telfer are busy working

on their renovation and extension project. ..

“There’s a massive sense of
satisfaction in doing a pro-
ject. It's exhausting but you
feel so satisfied after a long
day working on the house,
especially when you're
doing it all yourselves,”

says Claire, who along with
partner James is hard at
work on the renovation and
extension of their 1960s
home in Warwick. Indeed,
the practical prowess of this
couple is almost enviable —
the only experts they've had
in to help have included a
structural engineer and the
company fitting the large
bi-fold doors, together with
friends in the trade.

“We moved in September
2015 and the same day we
were busy knocking down
the old lean-to extension;
the week after the diggers
were on site for the foun-
dations,” says James.

Keen to undertake the
majority of the work them-
selves, James downloaded
Google SketchUp and
began working up models
for the house, with a view
to reconfiguring the internal
layout and undertaking an
external makeover, which
will see the typical 1960s
facade updated with white
render and western red
cedar cladding to the front
gable and garage.

Having lived in the area
previously, the couple have
taken “the best bits” from
local houses they like and
worked them into their
design, with extension work

carried out under Permitted
Development.

Fortunately, Claire’s dad'’s
friend is a builder and has
been on hand throughout
the process offering advice
on what they can and can't
do. "He's really been a
sounding board for us,” says
James. "He's been so help-
ful with everything.”

The new rear extension is
one of the most impressive
parts of the project. The
couple ripped out the back
of the house, with three
steel beams (all reclaimed,
for a bargain price of £900
for the three) inserted to
support the new addition
— the largest being the 8m-
wide, 300mm-deep rolled
steel joist which was lifted
into place by James and
two others using Genie lifts.

So what now? “So far
we've rewired and re-
plumbed the house and
added the rear extension
that will be our kitchen/din-
ing/living space with a utility
leading off. Next, we'll be
redoing the driveway, re-
cladding the exterior, mov-
ing the staircase to make
more of the entrance space
and adjusting the landing to
create a wrap-around with
two guest rooms, a fam-
ily bathroom and then the
master suite leading off,”
says Claire.

The couple are also plan-
ning to convert the third
guest bedroom into a walk-
in wardrobe to serve the
master bedroom, introduc-

ing a stud wall to section off
this side of the upstairs. This
will allow for a generous
master suite, complete with
light-filled bedroom, and a
private corridor leading to

a luxury en suite bathroom
with dual sinks and double
shower, and then the dress-
ing room. The idea is that if
they ever come to sell, the
stud wall could be removed
and the house changed
back into a four-bed home.

The pair have been very
hands on, digging the
foundations for the exten-
sion with the help of some
friends and knocking down
walls. Once they're further
into the works they will
be installing the kitchen
(which has just arrived — as
shown in the photograph
on the right), cladding the
front gable, and fitting new
doors, new windows, bath-
rooms and much more.

“We have a set budget,
and doing the work our-
selves has saved us thou-
sands — pushing everyone
on price and negotiating
everything. We've also
managed to get a lot of
items which are reclaimed
or unwanted — all of the
radiators in the house are
new and were £10 each,”
says Claire.

“We've been living here
for five months now and
we're powering through.
It's James’ 30th birthday in
August so we want the bulk
of the work done by then —
that's our goal,” says Claire.




Are You Undertaking a Project?

If you're currently on site working on an extension,
renovation or self-build project and would like to
see your home appear here, we'd love to hear from
you. If your project is featured you'll even receive

a free 12-month subscription to the magazine. To

take part, email homebuilding@centaurmedia.com
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Gyproc Habito makes light work
of hanging heavy items.

Gyproc Habito is raising the standard in more ways than one.

Part of the Rooms Made For You range, Gyproc Habito's unigue high strength enables you to hang
items simply by screwing directly into the surface of the wall. It's capable of supporting as much as
15kg off a single screw, which makes it ideal for fixing larger, heavier objects such as mirrors, paintings,
curtain poles and even flat screen TVs.

Withits superior performance and durability, Gyproc Habito is also exceptionally resistant to everyday knocks.

For more information, please visit roomsmadeforyou.co.uk
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DIARY OF A SELF-BUILD

On the Hunt for a Plot

WE FOLLOW SERIAL SELF-BUILDER DAVID SNELL
AS HE EMBARKS ON HIS FOURTEENTH PROJECT
— SHARING HIS TIPS ALONG THE WAY

LNOYHE

uilding your own home
is infectious — I'm living
proof, having self-built 13
times. So when my wife
Linda and | decided to do
it all again in late 2013, we
also decided to relocate.
We bought a lovely plot in
Kent; it was close to the sea in a secluded posi-
tion, yet within walking distance of the town's
facilities. We had moved from Gloucestershire
— where we had lived for 18 years and built
four of our previous self-builds — and | began
to chronicle our new project in this magazine
in 2013/14.
THE PLOT THAT WAS NEVER MEANT TO BE Above: Plot Hunting
We ran into all sorts of trouble. The plot had Wishing to move back to the Forest of Dean
planning permission for a large four bedroom in Gloucestershire, David and wife Linda began their
house with double garage, and what we wanted search by visiting potential plots in the area — this
was a three bedroom bungalow. Right from the one was in the small market town of Coleford
off, the planners were opposed to this, stating
that our designs didn't fall within ‘the local ver- never achieve the full economic potential of the
nacular’, but we persuaded them with the help plot, and which had a value considerably less
of the surrounding neighbours (who obviously than we'd paid for it. We had to reinstate the
welcomed something less obtrusive), and even- original planning consent and, because that had
tually we got planning permission. Sadly, the itself been an extension of an original, we had
plain fact was that all the changes that they had to make a completely fresh application, which
forced upon us — the design compromises and took another six months.
the ludicrous insistence on external materials In the meantime, we kept an eye open for
and finishes which we hated — took the shine plots in the Forest and informed estate agents
off the whole project. and local builders that we were coming back.
In hindsight, we can say that the planners did | studied Plotfinder.net and the internet every
us a favour because, in the 18 months which day, building up a portfolio of plots. However,
had passed, we realised that Kent wasn't right we couldn't do anything about them until we'd
for us and that our home was back in the Forest found a buyer for our own plot. It's no use at
of Dean, Gloucestershire. So we put the plot all looking for plots until you're in a position to
on the market. proceed, and proceed quickly. To do other-
The trouble was that, by then, the planning wise risks your own disappointment and, more
consent for the large four bedroom house had importantly, risks a loss of credit with those (the
expired and all we really had to offer was a plot estate agents, the builders) who you are relying
with planning for a small bungalow that would on to point you towards the good plots.
After a couple of false starts, we sold the plot
" at the asking price of £180,000 and we were
When | want a plOt, ready to go out and seriously look for a new
’ . . _ plot. Those who've heard me speaking at the
I'll find one within a Homebuilding & Renovating Shows may have
” heard me boast that when | want a plot, I'll find
cou ple Of Weeks one within a couple of weeks. B+
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DIARY OF A SELF-BUILD

FINDING A NEW PLOT

Linda and | packed up our motorhome and
decamped to the Forest, arriving on a Wednes-
day night. We had details of eight plots — six
of which, unless there was something special,
were in areas we'd rather avoid. On Thursday
morning we started our tour of the local estate
agents, asking each for details of plots up to and
around £100,000. As a back up, we enquired
about bungalows or cottages of up to £200,000,
which we could refurbish, extend or even knock
down. I've never been that keen on the idea of
renovation and have made no bones about my
preference for new build, but it was an option.

One estate agent offered me a project that
seemed to present the chance of refurbishing
a bungalow and possibly developing the land at
the side. | was quite excited until | realised just
where it was located — on a main road opposite
a busy garage and car lot, and close to one of
the few sets of traffic lights in the Forest. Another
offered me a bungalow set in secluded gardens
in a good area, close to Coleford. We arranged
to have a look inside it the following day.

In the meantime, we went to see the other
two potential plots. The first one was also in
Coleford and it was offered at £98,000. This
plot was just beyond an old railway viaduct. The
plot was apparently half an acre, although the
frontage to the road was only around 15 metres.
Most of the plot was at the back where the land
seemed to go on endlessly up the hill. And when
| say 'hill’, | mean you'd have to be a mountain
goat to want to live there. We didn't stop long.

The second plot was in Bream (a village that
we had lived in previously) and on offer for
£89,950. We knew where this plot was, hav-
ing regularly driven past when we lived there.
Someone had bought the cottage on the main
road, split the property into two and was in
the process of renovating both. They'd also
achieved planning permission for a new build
on the land to the rear.

It was not a bad plot. It was away from the
main road and the only real drawback was the
ugly, windowless back wall of the two cottages.
Nevertheless, it was elevated, with potential
views across open countryside. What's more,
the adjacent track to the right-hand boundary
led to the road where we built our first bungalow
in this village back in 2004.

On the Friday afternoon, we dutifully turned
up at the bungalow in Coleford and met the
agent. | trooped around it with a heavy heart.
Could I do this? It would have to have new bath-
rooms and a new kitchen. The living accom-
modation wasn't big enough and | wondered
whether it could be extended. The agent sug-
gested a conservatory but we could not decide
just how and where one would fit. | opened

Above: A New Opportunity

Building a rapport with estate agents can prove
beneficial, as David and Linda discovered when
they were pointed in the direction of their ideal plot

a wardrobe and saw the mould, despite the
attempt by the previous occupiers to prevent
it with Sempatap. “No, | can'tdoit,” | said to the
agent. “l can't live in somebody else’'s home. We
need to build our own.”

| told the agent about our history of self-
building and remarked that we had, in fact,
bought the last three plots from the agency and
that my son had also bought his plot through
them. "Have you got time to follow me?” he
asked. ‘I might have something to show you.”

We followed him — experiencing that familiar
sequence of hope then disappointment, fol-
lowed by a rising sense of excitement. After
turning down several lanes, we passed a gate-
way to the left and glimpsed endless countryside
rolling on down the valley, lifting towards the
hills in the distance. The agent stopped and
pointed back along the lane to the right. “That’s
it,” he said. “Two plots for sale for £210,000,
although | think the owner would entertain sell-
ing them off separately... in fact, | think | know
somebody who'll be interested in the spare one.”

The agent informed us that he had the plans
back at his office; they'd been drawn by a local
designer. "Kevin Cooper?” | asked. “Yes, that's
him. Do you know him?” he replied. Not only
did | know him but he'd drawn the last three
of our projects! “Leave it with me,” he said. “I'll
contact the owner and fix an appointment for
you to come back.”

He drove off, leaving the two of us looking at
each other. We couldn’t get on to or even see
into the plot because there was a thick hedge
and the land appeared to be elevated from the
lane by about a metre. But we'd seen enough.
‘I want this,” Linda said. “So do I,” | said. “Let’s
go and see Kevin and see if he can let us have
a copy of the plans and any other information.”

® Next month: David seals the deal
on his new plot in the Forest of Dean
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HIGH PERFORMANCE
LOW MAINTENANCE

Style and performance, whatever the weather

VELFAC low energy composite windows and doors deliver excellent insulation
in a contemporary, low maintenance compaosite slim frame design featuring
durable external aluminium and warm inner pine. Ask about Part Q compliant
products for extra security at home.

The VELFAC system is installed in some of the UK's most inspiring energy-
efficient homes - for information and ideas, technical advice, or to get a quote
contact 01536 614009, or visit VELFAC.co.uk

VELFAC*
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NIGEL RIGDEN

SHARE

CHOOSING
GLAZING

We catch up with Joe
Shimbart, who's building
an energy-efficient oak
frame house in Hampshire
using natural materials.
“Glazing can be particularly
complicated in an oak-
framed house and mine

is No exception. | ended

up using no less than four
types of glazing system.
This included casement

BLOGS

windows and doors from
Rationel, bi-fold doors from
Sunfold, fixed oak glazing
by Carpenter Oak and roof
windows from Fakro.

“The decision on
casement windows had
to be made early on in the
build, as some parts of the
house have a fixed oak
glazed system. | considered
appearance, performance,

price, functionality,

fitting, customer service,
longevity and maintenance.
Choosing a suitable bi-

fold door required careful
consideration, too, with the
wide variety of options. | am
pleased with my choices

— they look fantastic!” For
more updates on Joe's
project, visit homebuilding.

co.uk/blogs

LETTERS

DEAR EDITOR,

We are currently halfway through the
process of renovating our 1950s home but
have hit an untimely snag.

Having been warned to order items such
as windows in advance, we placed the
order with a local firm only to discover that
the company has gone bust — at the time
we were about to take the originals out.

We've phoned the company to see
whether we will still be receiving our items
but they won't speak to us, and we don't
want this to hold up our project.

Mr Coates, Ipswich

FACEBOOK UPDATE

The past month has seen a flurry of likes
and shares on the HB&R Facebook page;
however, what caught our followers'’
attention more than anything was the
posting of this amazing before and after
transformation in Scotland — it was once
a boring brick-clad 1970s bungalow.

Shauna M O'Handley called the radical
remodel “Incredible!” while Ingrid Androt
said: “l bought similar windows from
klassen24.co.uk. It looks gorgeous!”

To view this project in further detail visit
homebuilding.co.uk/
remodelled-197/0s-home

Win a Dremel 3000
Mutlti-Tool Kit When
You Write In!
Dremel is offering
HB&R readers a
chance to win its
best-selling Dremel
3000 Multi-Tool when

their letter is published in the magazine.
Worth £49.99, the kit is easy to use, and
comes with a range of accessories for

a host of applications including cutting,
polishing, sanding and grinding. It even has
variable speed, a powerful 130W motor and
a hanger bail for neatness (dremel.co.uk).

TOP TWEETS w

"Romsey Road features
in Homebuilding &
Renovating magazine’s
50 Best Remodels!”
@ARDesign_Studio

“A record-breaking
month for online
planning applications —
a whopping 46,874 in
total in February”
@ClaireLloydHome

“Great to see some
quality schemes
nominated for
#RIBAAwards in

my home region @
RIBASouthWest this year”
@benmunrol1988

LNOYHE



OUT AND ABOUT

I BUILLT MY OWN
HOME AT 70 — PLUS
I'l' COST UNDER €100K!s

g4

If you let things get you down
it won't help — you have to be

flexible and practical”

Forget horror-story building tales — this is one of the
most inspiring, feel-good build journeys we've seen

ubbly, enthusiastic and possibly more practical

than some of those half — if not a quarter — of

her age, Mollie Gregory certainly wasn't going to

let anything stop her from building a new home

on her own garden plot adjacent to her former
semi-detached cottage in Downham Market.

‘I moved into the four bedroom cottage in 1998 which
overlooked playing fields; however, once the children had left
home | didn't need all of the space,” explains Mollie. “To the
side there was a double garage, wood shed and conservatory
with 33ft of space, and | had often thought of getting
planning permission for the land. After inheriting some
money | decided to go for it.

“The pastor at my church recommended a local architect
and he drew up plans to submit to the local council, but they
turned my application down. Luckily we won planning on
appeal. The council didn't like the design but they had to go
along with it, especially as the house is on an unmade road
and the lane features a real mish-mash of house styles.”

Fortunately Mollie had acquired a number of building
contacts from her time running a B&B business and was
introduced to contractors through recommendation. "My

Homebuilding & Renovating | 30
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A Triumphant Budget Build

With a view to building a home for the future
while keeping costs down, most materials were
bought at discounted prices — including the
kitchen cabinets, appliances, worktop, sink

and taps (left). The kitchen cost just £2,750

carpenter suggested a bricklayer and | went to see
work he'd done before hiring him — the bricklayer then
recommended the chap who did the groundworks. All
of the contractors were wonderful,” she says.

‘I had a clear idea in my mind of what | wanted to
build — a home for myself, but room for when my family
came to visit. It was important to have flexibility, for
both now and the future, and so there's a bedroom and
bathroom on the ground floor, and a bedroom and en
suite upstairs. On the first floor there's also a large walk-
in store, which already has power connected and leads
through to another walk-in store, making the house very
easy to convert into a three bedroom home if any future
homeowners wanted more space. All it would need is a
rooflight,” she continues.

On site every day to oversee the work, Mollie lived in
the cottage next door until the roof of the new house was
on, and then sold up and moved into a caravan on site for
five months for the remainder of the project, which ran
from April 2013 to July 2014.

“The budget was tight, but luckily | owned the plot
so I'd already saved myself an expense there. Project
managing the build myself, | did a lot of the sourcing and
the contractors knew where to get good quality materials
at a cheap price. Everything was sourced locally, too. |
looked for items that were discounted. The composite
worktops, sink and taps were on offer at Homebase for
£2,000, while the kitchen cabinets and appliances were
second hand and cost just £750." Keeping a close eye
on the budget and being thrifty with her purchases paid
off, bringing the total build cost in at just £90,000 — an
achievement as impressive as the venture itself.

The end result is a home that is not only great value for
money, but manages to achieve excellent levels of energy
efficiency too, thanks to Mollie specifying a host of
renewables. “The rainwater harvesting has been fantastic,”
she explains. “l also have solar panels on the roof, an air-
source heat pump and underfloor heating on the ground
floor with a woodburner just in case. My electricity bills
are just £35 per month, plus | get money back from the
solar panels — it's brilliant. The house absolutely works for
me; I'm delighted with it.”

So, does she have any advice for others looking to build
on a budget? “If you want to do it cheaply then find out
about your local tradespeople,” she says. “Check them
out and see their previous work — they will know where
to get good materials for budget prices. Don't rush, get as
much sorted before you start as you can and, importantly,
if you let things get you down it won't help — you have to
be flexible and practical.” Wise words indeed.

Homebuilding.co.uk | 31
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MASTERS OF OUR TRADE
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TALKING POINTS

Could You be the New Owner
of this Kxceptional Site?

WE CATCH UP WITH ARCHITECT DARREN BRAY, DIRECTOR OF PAD STUDIO
(PADSTUDIO.CO.UK), WHO IS DEVELOPING A SPECIAL SITE IN DERBYSHIRE

HB&R: What a plot! Tell us more

Darren: The extraordinary 4.6-acre site is

a former quarry in Ashover, Derbyshire; it has

a rich history dating back to before the Industrial
Revolution. Together with the owner, we looked
into ideas of how to develop it and as the site sits
outside of any settlement boundary | thought

it would fall under Paragraph 55. [Paragraph

55 is a special clause in planning policy that
allows homes of exceptional design to be built

in open countryside. The clause states that
planning consent may be granted if the proposals
represent ‘exceptional quality or innovative
nature of the design’.] | put the owner in contact
with Rob Hughes — who said it had a good
chance of achieving Paragraph 55 — to draft up

a development appraisal. [Rob has been hailed

as the king of this niche section of planning
policy, with a clean sheet of approved planning
applications using Paragraph 55 thus far.]

What inspired the design?

| spent time coming up with a concept for a
truly innovative, low-energy house which both
responds to and respects the dramatic site,
with large glazed elements allowing in vistas
of the landscape. The site is now for sale with
Caudwell & Co (01629 810018) and currently
listed on Plotfinder.net. If someone is interested
in investing in the site, then PAD Studio can
provide the design team to take the project
forward and deliver the house.

This is a tricky area of planning legislation.
Why would the new owner take the risk, given
the site does not have planning permission?

It is obviously a massive undertaking. | think
anyone looking to purchase a Paragraph 55
site has to realise that unless they're in it for
the challenge, it's not for them. It's a huge risk,
and you quite often find it's for clients who

are close to retirement, with a nest egg saved
away. It is hugely rewarding for those who've
been through it, with the opportunity to create
a fantastic dwelling. The site needs investment
but there's the substantial benefit that whoever
can get Paragraph 55 approval could end up
doubling or even tripling their money.

® The quarry site in Derbyshire is currently for
sale at plotfinder.net/plot/plot-abeighton
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Tel: 01392 984012

Phone now for FREE expert advice
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INSURANCE

We dont cluck around when it
comes to getting you the cheapest

INSURANCE QUOTE!
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FREE™

gift with every quote!
Simply call us and quote: HRM |
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Roof Assured by Samafil offers
unrivalled flat roofing solutions for
your home. Qur experience ranges
from large extensions, to orangeries
and garages, roof extensions,
balconies and much more.

t 0800 614 821
www.roofassured.co.uk
twitter: @RoofAssured
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Suppliers of British grown

timber produ

As one of Britain’s largest ha
sawmills, we offer a range of
sustainable timber products
e Structural oak beams

e Oak, sweet chestnut & cedar cladding
e Solid English hardwood flooring

e Naturally durable timber decking
Please visit our website for the full range.
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DIARY OF A REMODEL

1 A New Project

w IN HIS NEW COLUMN, FORMER HB&R EDITOR JASON ORME

A SHARES HIS WORDS OF WISDOM AS HE EMBARKS ON THE
- RENOVATION AND MAJOR REMODEL OF HIS 1960S HOME

et me be clear. After 12 years
of editing Britain's best-
selling magazine and biggest
website for people doing this
kind of thing; having self-
built already; having personal
access to the country’s leading experts on all
aspects of home construction from project
management to planning permission; being
able to tap into the whole building materials
industry for expertise; being on first-name
terms with many of the country’s top home
design brains; hell, I've even written a book
that other people read on the subject — if |

can't show you how to carry out a really slick,

well-organised, cost-effective, nerveless
building project in this column over the next
few months, then we're all stuffed.

What I'm saying is that if anyone can avoid
making the mistakes that we all worry about,
it should be me. As I'll no doubt go on to
prove, of course, knowing what the mistakes
are and actually avoiding them are two very
different things — but let's see. | hope that in
sharing my build experiences with you and
hopefully giving an honest, open account
of the project, you'll understand the process

“It was the archetypal
worst house in
the best village”

better, feel that if an idiot like me can do it,
anyone can, and do it properly yourself, too.
So the situation was that we had left our
self-built home in the Midlands (which we
featured back in the July 2007 issue of
Homebuilding & Renovating) and, with two
children under five, we quite understandably
wanted a home that would give us all a bit
more space, with a nice garden and close to
the usual requirements for good schools and
so on. After a few months of searching for
a plot, we ended up not so much falling in
love but struggling to ignore a rather sad-
looking 1960s home in a beautiful village in
Staffordshire. It had everything we wanted

The Latest Project

Following Jason and wife Sarah'’s first self-build
project, the couple are now about to start on
the renovation, extension and remodel of this
1960s house in the Staffordshire countryside

on paper — it was big, it had a nice large
garden (on a half-acre plot), we could live in
it immediately even if it would be like living in
an early 1990s Travel Tavern, and it had plenty
of potential to improve and make our own.

It was the archetypal worst house in the best
village — but it had a nice feel and we could
imagine our family here for years to come.

After a few months of coming to terms with
the house, we commissioned a full measured
survey of the property. Looking back, it was
one of our better decisions — in order to
successfully improve a property you need
to know exactly what you've got, and the
only way to do that properly is with a survey
that works directly into CAD packages. Our
surveyors, Grantham Coates, spent a full day
using all sorts of exciting-looking equipment
and we ended up with something that has
formed the basis of all our design work since.
Good design has to start somewhere, and an
audit of what you have is key.

To be clear, we didn't bother with structural
surveys or the like. We rather took the view
that it was a bit pointless, as we planned to
do such an invasive project anyway — and
in my experience ‘full’ structural surveys have
been anything but.

® Next month: Starting the design process
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MATERIAL MATTERS

K8

Why Roofing
= Isn’t all AboutTiles

BUILDING INSIGHT FROM INDUSTRY INSIDER ANNETTE FORSTER

ritish weather can be unpredictable,

as we all know. The amount of water
that pours out of our skies is the reason
behind the pitched apex roof, which
allows rainwater to run off effortlessly,
keeping the occupants and contents of
the building dry. Since then, apex or duo-pitched roofs
have become a prominent feature in the UK.

Using materials such as clay, slate or concrete gives
a roof a longer life expectancy and will also ensure the
roof is fireproof and able to handle any temperature
the weather throws at it. If you ask yourself the basics
of what we all expect from a roof, it would be to keep
the weather out and the heat in.

But the truth is that modern roofs have to do so
much more. They need to be able to breathe to
prevent condensation build up. They must handle
weather extremes, expand in the heat, and contract in
the cold — all without letting in water or breaking.

Flashing: How to Keep the Interiors Dry

A traditional gable-to-gable roof has no inner
details, but the minute you put on an extension or
have an L-shaped roof then you need to consider
waterproofing the angles, the hip or the valley. In the
UK we use lead or GRP (glass-reinforced plastic).

Lead is the traditional flashing and waterproofing
option and remains an ideal solution, but it has a high
value and is often targeted by thieves, so consider your
options depending on ease of access to the roof.

Modern alternatives such as Wienerberger's Koraflex
Plus offer the same look and handling experience as
lead — but at a fraction of the cost and without the
high risk of theft.

Leaky chimneys are one of the most common call-
outs for roofers, so you should definitely consider
flashing the intersection between the chimney and the
roof to make sure it stays watertight. Usually, flashing
around a chimney has two layers: an initial round of
flashing, where metal sheets are interwoven into the
shingle courses and built up around the chimney, and
then a second layer which is fixed to the roof to cover
and protect the initial round of flashing.

Tiles: Material Choice

Today, roof tiles can be very creative and versatile.
Through a wide selection of profiles and colours,
across a portfolio of materials from clay, slate and
concrete, roofing brands such as Sandtoft offers tiles in
a variety of shapes, sizes, colours and finishes, adding
character to virtually any home.

Right: Keymer's Goxhill Range

Offering a premium roofing option, particularly
suited to classic traditional homes, the

Goxhill clay roof tiles from Keymer provide
longevity and a long-lasting colour

The most recent addition to the Wienerberger
portfolio is Keymer, a brand that has been synonymous
with quality, handmade, clay roof tiles for over 400
years — the same approach, materials and methods
are still used to this day.

Concrete has become the main product driving the
UK pitched roofing market, with designs coming in all
shapes and sizes. Clay roof tiles are, however, more of
a premium roofing option, offering greater longevity
and a colour that lasts, and actually improves with age.
As a homeowner it comes down to what you want, but
for a truly stand-out roof that remains as striking as the
day it was fitted, choose clay.

The Finishing Touches

It's important to remember that roofing is about so
much more than just tiles, and we're not talking about
how durable or waterproof a roof should be, either.



“It comes down to what you
want, but for a truly
stand-out roof, choose clay”

From an aesthetic perspective, today there's so
much choice when it comes to extra detail. Feature
tiles or finials can create a distinctive quality finish
for both modern and contemporary roofs alike.

At Wienerberger, we're able to create a wide
range of handcrafted, bespoke clay roofing
features. For period listed buildings this heritage
service is essential, but we often see it used on
contemporary projects, too. A great aesthetic finish
to your roof is all but guaranteed to increase the
value of your home.

Tips for Looking After Your Roof
The following will help to ensure you make the
most of your roof, and ensure longevity:

1 Ensure your roof is insulated and allows for
ventilation: proper insulation and ventilation will
add years to the lifespan of your home's roof and

save money by delaying replacement costs and
preventing condensation issues.

2 Never power-wash your roof: it destroys the
core fabric and forces water into the roof space. It
can even wash out the colour if it's concrete.

3 Fix your underlay correctly: a common
issue is that many underlays are either fixed too
tightly or left to drape like curtains — follow the
manufacturer’s instructions.

4 Fix your tiles correctly: mortar is not an
effective fixing system — make sure your ridge tiles
and verge tiles are clipped or mechanically fixed.

5 Consider solar panels: your roof can do more
than just keep you dry, and installing solar panels
could significantly reduce your energy bills too.

@ Annette is the director of marketing at Wienerberger
and a lead on the Brick Development Association and
Construction Products Association. Wienerberger, the
world’s largest producer of bricks and Europe’s biggest
producer of clay roof tiles, has four showrooms and 14
factories in the UK. Its range includes brands such as
Terca, Porotherm, Sandtoft, Keymer and Penter.

Visit wienerberger.co.uk or phone 0845 303 2524
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I BSTOCK VISIT US AT THE

NATIONAL HOMEBUILDING
& RENOVATING SHOW

The widest range of bricks
for your dream self-build home
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Tradesman Range Ibstock Kevington Specials

Blending Services
Innovative cla ducts used to create f

Ibstrick offer the opportunity for yo

Visit us at the NEC Homebuilding & Renovating Show to see our range and discuss your
self build dream. Alternatively call 0844 800 4575 to speak to one of our sales representatives.

www.ibstock.com



PROJECTS

MARTIN GARDNER
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he clients approached us with a brief
to extend and remodel their 1930s
house in Winchester at both ground
and first floor levels — providing them
with a light-filled kitchen and dining
space, connected to a vibrant family
room that opens out to maximise the potential of
their large garden.

The aim was to reconcile the individual elements
of the house by creating a single open plan
arrangement on the ground floor and introducing a
new bedroom with an en suite on the first floor, to
form a modern family home.

A simple palette of materials was specified,
including oak, limestone and off-white painted

A glazed extension to a 1930s
home creates a dramatic new space

JAMES CHAPMAN

James Chapman is an architect
at OB Architecture in Winchester.
He was lead architect on this
project (obarchitecture.co.uk)

steelwork to give warmth and intimacy to the
internal spaces. The use of stone and timber was
then continued externally to mediate between
inside and outside.

The new glazed extension uses structural glazing
from 1Q Glass supported from L-shaped steel box
sections, and incorporates large rooflights to bring
light deep into the internal spaces.

The use of oak was also continued with the in-
sertion of oak timber trusses and an oak sliding
wall, which links the kitchen/dining space with a
day room. The project, which took nine months to
complete, is complemented by a landscaped gar-
den comprising swimming pool, pergola, timber
decking and feature planting.
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ecoHaus
Internorm

INTERNORM'S

MOST
COMPETITIVE
GUARANTEED

HS330

LIFT & SLIDE 4
DOOR J
U> 0.67 LT e

e Slider upto 3.2m H x 3.0m W

e 54mm Triple Glazed

¢ | arge Scale Glazing

¢ PassivHaus Compliant

- e Glass to glass corners/joins

INTERNORM’S NO1 UK PARTNER
2013-2015

SALES, SURVEY &
INSTALLATION - NATIONWIDE

tel: 0800 612 6519
web: www.ecohausinternorm.com
email: sales@ecohausinternorm.com
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THE LATEST

Government
Reveals
L.atest
Reforms to
Renewable
Heat
Incentive

In the latest document
released on 3 March 2016,
the government has un-
veiled its latest plans for
the reformed and refo-
cused Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI) scheme.

Key changes in the an-
nouncement include the in-
troduction of heat demand
limits to the domestic RHI
to prevent larger homes
claiming too much of the
budget. This is to ensure
the scheme’s ongoing
affordability and value for
money, as well as widening
access to the scheme to
attract a broader range of
homeowners.

Meanwhile, changes
to the non-domestic RHI
include introducing tariff
guarantees for heat pumps,
moving non-domestic
biomass boilers to a single
tariff, and limiting the sup-
port for biogas that uses
crop-based feedstock.

Of the changes, one of
the most important is that
from 2017, when the RHI
regulations are revised, the
government is proposing
to remove the support for
solar thermal technologies
under both the domes-
tic and non-domestic
schemes, deeming the
technology not value for
money. It is proposed that
these changes will take
place in two stages, the
first of which will be from
1 April 2016.

For more information on
the changes to the RHI visit
gov.uk/government.

Stamp Duty Surcharge
Could Impact both Selt-

builders and Renovators

We sit down with HB&R's
Michael Holmes, Chair of
NaCSBA (National Custom
& Self Build Association),
to find out more about the
new surcharge

HB&R: Tell us about this
new surcharge...

From 1 April, a three per
cent surcharge (which will
be charged in addition to
current stamp duty rates)
will impact anyone who
already owns a home

and purchases a second
property, whether that's a
holiday home, a house to
help a child on the property
ladder, or a buy-to-let.

Why has this surcharge
been introduced?

One reason is to try and
cool down the London and

south-east property market.

The government sees buy-
to-let as a key problem
here and so this additional
charge is set to discour-
age that, and ease supply
of housing for first-time
buyers.

What does this mean for
self-builders or those
looking to purchase a new
home to renovate/extend?
Self-builders often create
their main homes but retain
their existing property to
live in during the works. If
the plot they are purchas-
ing is classed as ‘residential
land’ — ie a replacement
dwelling or a garden

plot — then the additional
surcharge will apply. They
then have 18 months from
the time of purchase to
sell their previous house,
and then they will receive a
refund of three per cent.

This, however, is not long,

given the time required to

gain planning approval and
then build the house. That's
not to mention the cash-
flow barrier self-builders
typically face — this would
make them three per cent
worse off.

NaCSBA has already
pitched for self-builders
to be exempt from these
charges, asking for building
plots to be treated as non-
residential land (in which
case, just the normal stamp
duty would apply). If they
keep their old house after
the build, they should not
be entitled to the refund.

The same applies for
renovation projects — you
have an 18-month window.
There's potential for some
leeway on this, but there
are no further details as yet.

When will this take effect?
The charges will take effect
from 1 April in England,
Northern Ireland and Wales.
Scotland will run a parallel
scheme.

Are there any exemptions?
There are no loopholes, but
there are certain exemp-
tions, such as if the home

is worth less than £40,000.
Corporate investors who
own 15 or more units will
also be exempt, as these
are likely to be companies
whose interest lies in the
private rental sector. If you
have exchanged on a house
off-plan already but do

not complete until after 1
April, then you will also be
exempt.

For those thinking of
getting round it by put-
ting the property in their
partner’'s name, those living
as a household unit will be
classed as one, whether
they are married or not.
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There's no need for extensive building works with Nu-Heat's
award-winning LoPro™ range of underfloor heating systems.
Simply laid directly on top of your existing floor, with an incredibly
small height build-up and heating up as quickly as radiators, you
can enjoy the luxury of underfloor heating whatever your project.

Call us to find out how LoPro can work for your project
01404 540650 or visit www.nu-heat.co.uk/lopro

Homebuilding
&Renovating Show

NEC, BIRMINGHAM| STAND
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AWARDS

Enter Our Awards!

We'd love to see your finished project in Britain's
premier awards scheme for self-builders and renovators

LNOYHE

ave you recently completed a self-

build, renovation or conversion

project? If so, we'd love to hear

from you — as we launch The Daily

Telegraph Homebuilding & Reno-

vating Awards scheme for 2016.
The premier search for the best new homes in the
UK, this is the perfect opportunity to showcase your
project, as well as show others starting out on self-
build and renovation projects what they can achieve
(gaining recognition for your designers, builders and
favourite suppliers into the bargain).

We're looking for a broad range of projects — from
simple, well-designed extensions to barn conver-
sions, eco homes and large self-builds of any style.
This year we are even launching a Best Interna-
tional Home category. The shortlisted homes wiill
be visited this summer and will feature in full in the
magazine — the best will also gain coverage in The
Daily Telegraph.

Entering your project takes just 10 minutes and best
of all, it's free. You can enter online (at homebuild-
ing.co.uk/awards) or by sending back the entry form
on page 44 to The DT HB&R Awards, 2 Sugar Brook
Court, Aston Road, Bromsgrove B60 3EX, along with
photos and floorplans — the closing date for entries
is 28 April 2016. We can’t wait to see your homes!

JOHN NEED (RIGHT); JACK HOBHOUSE C/O EDGLEY ARCHITECTS (TOP)

- = -
DOORS AND WINDOWS

THE CATEGORIES

» BEST SELF-BUILD PROJECT
The judges are looking for examples
of the best self-builds in the UK.

» GREENEST HOME IN BRITAIN

A category aimed at projects that are
a cut above when it comes to energy
efficiency and sustainability.

» BEST INTERNATIONAL HOME
The judges are looking for the best house
projects from around the world.

» BEST CONVERSION

A category for homes that have been cre-
ated from barns and other buildings (including
churches, schools and industrial buildings).

» UK'S MOST INNOVATIVE HOME

This is a category designed for projects that
have gone above and beyond the standard
specification — be it technology or materials.

» BEST EXTENSION

A category for homes that have been
extended (including rear, front, side,
basement and loft extensions).

» BEST RENOVATION

Entries are invited in this category for

homes that have undergone a renovation

or significant improvement.

» BEST SELF-BUILD UNDER £150K
Self-build projects built for less than £150,000
that represent exceptional value for money.
» BEST DIY HOME

The judges are looking for projects where
the homeowner has undertaken a significant
amount of the work themselves.

» MOST INSPIRING HOME
A category for projects (and their owners) that
have overcome the odds. @

_%



Che Daily Telegraph
Homebuilding

=8 ENTRY FORM

Please complete and return WITH A SET OF FLOORPLANS AND INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PHOTOS to: The DT HB&R Awards,
Homebuilding & Renovating, 2 Sugar Brook Court, Aston Road, Bromsgrove B60 3EX; Tel: 01527 834470; homebuilding@
centaurmedia.com. THE DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS 28 APRIL 2016. You may use a photocopy of this form. Your project must
be complete by the time judging takes place in May/June 2016, and should have been completed within the past three years. By
entering you agree to potential publicity in The Daily Telegraph, Homebuilding & Renovating, Real Homes and/or Period Living.

Name of entrant..............ii e AdAress.......oo e ————
g = T SRR Daytime tel. NO.: ...
Number in family aNd @ges:...... ..o R R an e enn e n e ane s nnaa
Size of property (internal area) in m2. Please provide the area of What was the cost of the building plot/house?

any garages separately. Please also state the number of bedrooms (please provide an estimate if already owned):

Which best describes your project? (please tick):

o New build O COMVRISION (.0, arm)
o Extension of an existing house
o Remodel and/or renovation of an existing house What is the current/estimated value of the property?

Which category/ies are you entering? (please tick):

o Best Self-build o UK’s Most Innovative Home

o Greenest Home in Britain o Best DIY Home Please provide the name of the designer or architect

o Best Extension o Best International Home (if applicable):

o Best Renovation o Best Self-build Under £150K

fe) Best ConverS|on fo) Most |nsp|r|ng Home ............................................................................................................................

What makes your project special?
(You may provide additional information to support your entry):

Name of the owner and address of property:
(if different from above):

If your project is shortlisted we will contact you and may request further
information. The initial round of judging is based entirely on the details on
this form and, more importantly, the images of the outside and inside of
your house that you provide with your entry. These do not need to be of
professional quality but in order to portray your home in the best way these
should be comprehensive and, if possible, taken on a bright day with a well-
lit interior.

Rules of entry: 1. The competition is open to all residents aged over 18 and architectural practices, except for employees of The Telegraph plc and Centaur Media
and their families; 2. The closing date for entries is 28 April 2016; 3. Responsibility cannot be accepted for entries lost, damaged or delayed in transit; 4. Photocopied
entry forms will be accepted; 5. No cash alternatives will be offered in lieu of prizes that may be offered; 6. We cannot guarantee the return of entries, including
drawings and photographs; 7. Details of entrants and their projects (not including specific location details) may be published in The Daily Telegraph, Homebuilding
& Renovating, Real Homes and Period Living in print and online, at the discretion of the editors and may be used in publicity material (including publicity material used
by the sponsors); 8. The judges’ decision will be final and unchallengeable. No correspondence will be entered into; 9. The judges reserve the right not to award prizes
in any category if entries do not reach the required standard; 10. Unsuccessful entrants may not necessarily be contacted or be able to return entries; 11. In addition
to these rules, standard Telegraph rules apply and are available on request from: The Daily Telegraph, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1IW ODT; 12. You are
advised to keep a photocopy of this form for your own information.

Q Please tick if appropriate. | do not wish to receive any offers from The Telegraph plc,
Centaur Media or companies approved by The Telegraph plc or Centaur Media

| agree to be bound by the rules of entry. Signed............coonire i, Date......coovveiiiiireeee,



PURE QUALITY,
BEAUTIFULLY FINISHE

When it comes to your home, trust only the best

LUXURIOUS OAK STRUCTURES BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED IN ENGLAND

OUR LOVE AND PRIDE IN OUR WORK SPANS OVER DECADES

WE ONLY USE TRADITIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP METHODS

TO DELIVER EXACTLY WHAT YOU WANT

WE PAY METICULOUS ATTENTION TO THE FINEST DETAIL

WE USE THE BEST, MOST CHARACTERFUL OAK FROM SUSTAINABLE SOURCES

BESPOKE HAND FINISHED OAK
FRAMED HOUSES & EXTENSIONS
GARAGES * SUN ROOMS
PORCHES * ROOF TRUSSES
POOL BUILDINGS « CLADDING
BEAM COVERS




N heating

UK's largest underfloor heating company
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‘ The best choice, the best

price, the best service, that's
why | use The Underfloor
Heating Store ,

() SO

) Sarah Beeny

ZA prowarm”

LOW PROFILE WATER
SYSTEMS

Zaprowarm”

ELECTRIC CABLE
SYSTEMS

© Polypipe

WATER UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

L » M l‘
from om
O 539 “t407 27

@ LifeTime Warranty 'on all our ProWarm™ electric underfloor heating systems, including thermostats!’

% GET GREAT www.theunderfloorheatingstore.com
@ DISCOUNTS _

’ - ; I
Enter this code at checkout ThE.‘ smarter "-.-"'..-fa}f o heat }OL.!I' home' B FREE NEKT DAY

DELIVERY

HBRDISCOUNT 0844 800 3396




T

. I na >
& ! Electric mat kits from
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Water kits from E Underwood kits from

g £40922 ¥ £127 /
ELECTRICUNDERFLOOR HEATING WATER UNDERFLOOR HEATING THERMOSTATS WET ROOM KITS
INSULATION BOARDS ADHESIVES & LEVELLERS AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS FREE DELIVERY

7 prowarm" PEamsuncd

ROOM TEMPERATURE AIR SOURCE HEAT
CONTROLS

] :7.\ HE ULTRA

ADHESIVES, LEVELLERS
& GROUTS

rapidset

flexible

Frl:“m£9_99 4 r:)m 9 99 ﬁ:)mzzgg 99

@v’ Price Match Promise 'if you find the same product cheaper elsewhere online, we'll match the price!

Having successfully completed the assessment -
process we are very pleased to be a Which? & TRUSTPILOT

WhiCh7 Trusted trader, our membership is 402349444,
) igh thi We are the UK’s highest rated

Although our standards are already high this

recognised qualification endorses the fact that our ~ underfloor heatmg company
level of service and professionalism is exceptional.

Trusted trader




DESIGN

14 Steps to a Smooth

Design Process

Understanding how to work with your chosen architect allows your dreams
to take shape — as well as saving you endless time, money and frustration.
Architect Neil Turner explains how to ensure your project goes well from day one

NEIL TURNER
Neil is a director
of architectural
practice How-
arth Litchfield
Partnership and
specialises in
residential design
(howarthlitch-
field.com)

Appoint the Right Architect Go for Maturity
As well as ensuring he or she can design, check

| _ It takes years of experience
whether your chosen architect can also detail up .
the design and project manage the construction (and mCStakes) to know

stage. Some people split the process, so that one what you are doing SO
firm designs and a different company takes over for . . . >
the site works. | don't like this, as there are split liability issues and avmd ngng someone fresh out Of
the second person doesn't have the initial design in their soul. o o o
Also, think twice before accepting the cheapest quote: if a cheap COllege the JOb Of des"gnlng and

price comes in, you invariably get a cheap service. running your house project.
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DESIGN 14 STEPS TO DESIGN SUCCESS

Create a Sensible Budget

Be honest with yourself and don't push your budget
to the point where you can't afford a pint at the pub.
There is little point in sitting in a grand house if you
can't afford to heat it or live life a little. | remember
seeing one couple in sleeping bags in an unfinished
house that went way over budget because they kept adding extra
elements. So create a budget, then adjust and alter it if you need
to, but always refer to it.

OV

Write a Strong Brief
Project creep is the demon
of all designs and clients.
Without a brief, how can
you comment or compare design
developments? Before you know
it, your three-bed bungalow

has become a five bedroom
townhouse — ask yourself why
the changes are needed.

-—\

Make Time for the Project

Building a house and getting the different stages right
takes time, and to succeed clients must build time into
their busy lives. Even when you have employed the best
designer and builder, there will need to be meetings,
conversations, emails and agreements. Don't expect
to simply be handed back a perfect design after one meeting and
then have it built. The best house projects are those with clients
who commit time and energy to meeting up, answering ques-
tions and thinking about the options that are put in front of them.

)

Agree How to Communicate
It’s vital that you agree this
at the outset. Can you be
approached nine to five,
or are you only available out of
office hours?® Make sure that all
meetings are recorded and written
in minutes, so there is no confusion
or ambiguity. I use minutes to
record what is and is not agreed,
and what the next steps are.

Be Honest from the Start

Don't be influenced by the latest fad. If you like certain

styles, then stick to them. We can't all live in modern

glass boxes. When working with clients | have seen

many start with a description, only to find that they like

something else entirely different. This can often occur
with couples who haven't talked through their own brief with
each other, or discussed style, fittings or budget. So before you
get together with your architect, sit down with each other and
talk through your choices.

- ;
= - r._-.-_r-*-,ﬂ:iu_-ﬁ!i R
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Programme the Works

This sounds so obvious, but work out how long each

stage will take. This adds reality to the project and avoids

the pressure of unrealistic timescales. From the pro-

gramme you can look ahead and create key milestones

for design, planning, Building Regulations, tender and
construction. Each of these can then be broken down later, into
a more detailed programme. If you can’t draw up a programme,
ask your architect and they will be happy to assist. The programme
helps you develop cash flow forecasts for payments and is a vital
tool when you approach your bank to organise finances for loans
to pay fees, contractors and suppliers.

Homebuilding.co.uk | 49
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Follow the lead of the architects and use Dryseal

When you need a flexible roofing system that will cope with multiple detailing
challenges, meet tight cost budgets and deliver excellent long-term guaranteed
performance, choose Dryseal. Installed complete with a long term insured
guarantee through a network of Approved Contractors -

Dryseal is the ideal choice for your home. ﬁ“i‘l
. L =]

[ ¥

Hambleside Danelaw ".('

Building Products
A product of Hambleside Danelaw Ltd
Long March, Daventry, Northamptonshire NN11 4MR

01327 701900 | dryseal@hambleside-danelaw.co.uk
www.hambleside-danelaw.co.uk

Estim ing Software

Easy, Accurate, Save 80% of time spent pricing

Save time —

VWin more work

Know your profit margins

r

€€ None of the others came close to Easy

Automatic reports Price Pro. The software is so precise and

Full written quotation

easy to use with a huge and diverse range of
functionality and reports. The software

Price a 4 bedroom house in support that | have received has also been
less than an hour with the exceptional. Everyone is friendly and very
easiest estimating software informative. %V . Eoi
|
on the market! r Fgm‘gtingls pl\l;‘g

Call for a free demo!

o@easypricepro.com

NWAW.EasSYDI “H[_.-'“ L0m

NEC, BIRMINGHAM| STAND
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Easy Price Pro




DESIGN 14 STEPS TO DESIGN SUCCESS

Go for the Full Service

We often see clients who

want a partial service and

then choose to run the site
works. As soon as this starts, the
calls start to come in when they
hit problems on contracts and
inspections, technical questions

and disputes between parties.

Make Decisions Before Work Begins
If the drawings are complete before site
works commence, then you will have thought
through all the decisions. Where is the shaver
point? How high is the TV in the living room,
for instance? Every time you add this on to

the site works, the potential for delay and cost increases.

Pay on Time

A common mistake is when clients say they
haven't got the money or it's due shortly, and
ask if those involved in the project can wait.
If you make people wait for fees, it doesn't
foster a relationship of trust or respect. Your

borrowing problems are not the team'’s problems.

Don’t Keep Changing Things

Part of the fascination of design is the develop-

ment and evolution of the brief into sketches,

then layouts and finally a completed design.

There will be alterations and different versions.

My job is to guide this process along, so there
is consensus and agreement on the completed work. | always
accept that it is healthy to double check, so | don't mind change.
However, if changes occur all the time, it becomes chaotic and
hard to move on, and demoralising for the designer.

Keep on
Track on Site
Making
changes on
site is the biggest sin
of clients. As you pass
each work stage, you
should see each as a
major passing point
and not a point to
go back and revisit.
Sign off the drawings
— it’s all too easy
to pick up another
magazine, or talk to a
friend, or see another
product. When I built
my house, we made
the conscious decision
not to vary anything
on site, even the

fixtures and fittings.

Look at the Bigger Picture

When | first meet clients, | am always excited

by the possible commission and the challenge

they want to give us. It's quite a responsibility

to have their future home in our hands. So pay

for good advice and your project should run
along well. Enjoy the experience — if you are going to do this just
once, then you had better make it work. Most architect-designed
houses are one-off prototypes. If you haven't built before, the
chances of you getting it right first time are greatly improved if
you pick the right help. (H)
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There are many advantages to building a new home in the garden of your
existing house — a free plot for one. But there are also a few key points to
consider, and pitfalls to avoid. Plotfinding expert David Snell explains all

ithout doubt, the greatest number of single

DAVID SNELL plots, and by definition, those that are of the
A 13-time self-builder, David most interest to potential self-builders, are
has been building homes for carved from existing properties. These are the
50 years and is the author of garden plots, created by fencing oft land at
Building Your Own Home the side or by allowing a driveway to grant access to ‘spare’ land

at the rear, or perhaps the front.

Many would-be self-builders spend months, and sometimes
years, looking for a plot. And yet, for some, a plot is already within
their ownership in the form of the garden that has become too
large for their requirements. Building a new home in the garden is,
therefore, a terrific way to obtain a plot. But there are considera-
tions and potential pitfalls that do need to be taken into account.

What about Planning Permission?

The last Labour Government designated garden land as brown-
field, with a presumption in favour of development. It was thought
to be a godsend for self-builders, but it fell out of favour because
so many gardens were being developed as multiple occupation



|
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A New Home for
Retirement

Pete and Lot Clark bought
their five-bed Victorian house
in-a Derbyshire village some
35 years ago, with a view to
downsizing to a new home
when their children grew up.
Their existing two-acre
garden provided space to
~-build a new energy-efficient
-« ~home that would provide
,‘yném with low running costs
Ty during their retirement

14

JEREMY PHILLIPS

buildings, fundamentally changing the nature of many neighbour-
hoods. It also fell foul of a completely separate government aspi-
ration for higher-density development, which meant that many
potential self-builders and developers wishing to build a single
home were, instead, required to build more than one dwelling.

Subsequent governments removed the brownfield status from
garden land, heralding the end of ‘garden grabbing’. But nothing
has really changed, except that it became necessary for applicants
to demonstrate the advisability and desirability of development,
which often means that single dwellings will find more favour.

Large gardens, where it can be demonstrated that thoughtful
development can take place without detriment to the nature of
the area and the streetscene, are still acceptable in many situations
and, once again, form the bulk of single plots.

Beware Covenants

It’s important to remember that while planning permission means
that you may develop land, it does not say that you can — if there
is a legal impediment in the form of a covenant against further
development, it might render the consent inoperable. Covenants
or burdens (as they’re known in Scotland) attach to the title of
a house and garden or land; details will be contained within
the information held by the Land Registry or the Registers of
Scotland. They are usually put in place by a previous owner and
they are binding on any owner and/or any future owners.

THE ADVANTAGES OF
BUILDING INYOUR GARDEN

If the right procedures and precautions are taken,

there are countless advantages to building a new home
on your own garden land:

@ You typically have somewhere to live while building.

@ As such, you can keep an eye on progress and security.
® You may have existing space to safely store building mate-
rials, allowing you to shop in bulk as well as take advantage
of bargains in advance of the build as they crop up.

® You can ensure that the design doesn’t detrimentally
affect your existing home and that the new home is, simi-
larly, protected from any adverse effects from the old house.
® You don’t have to pay for the plot and can therefore
concentrate all of your resources into the new dwelling.
® You can often utilise the existing services, particularly
connections to mains sewers, removing the expense of
opening up roads to connect to services.

@ You retain the environment and the neighbourhood you
have become familiar with.
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When you're creating an outdoor living space, you want style, good
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JEREMY PHILLIPS

ADVICE BUILDING A HOME ON YOUR GARDEN

The covenant that is most likely to alarm a prospective self-
builder is a blanket restrictive covenant prohibiting any form of
development of the garden or specifically excluding the building
of a dwelling. If the covenant is ‘live’ and the beneficiaries are
known then this really can be a problem — and the only way to
remove it would be to either agree to some form of payment or to
apply to the Lands Tribunal on the basis that the original purpose
of the covenant had faded away over time. Such an application
would, however, only have a slim chance of success.

A breach of covenant without consent may well result in an
injunction. So, if you do hope to build on a garden with such a
covenant attached, an agreement must be reached with the ben-
eficiaries, which usually involves payment of up to one third of
the uplift in value from ‘useless’ garden land to a developable plot.

On the other hand, if the covenant does not appear to have
any traceable beneficiary, then the self-builder is in a much bet-
ter position. The simple way around this is not to seek to have
the covenant removed but to purchase a

Spotting Potential
in Urban Homes
This self-build in
Sheffield (designed by
Halliday Clark
Architects) was built on
a large driveway to an
existing terrace home,
after the homeowners,
Tom and Emily Hunt,
spotted the potential
for a plot. “The
end-terrace property
we chose to buy had a
large driveway to one
side, which had once
contained two other
terraced houses. These
were condemned and
demolished in the
1970s, but we hoped to
get planning consent
to build something else
on the land,” explains
Tom. The couple
remained living in the
terrace during the build

many forms. If private access is/has been granted to a particular
parcel of land, then the addition of a further dwelling will usually
not run counter to the agreement. But if the access is granted on
the basis of access to a named or numbered dwelling or specifically
refers to a ‘single’ dwelling, then that access, and all its rights, may
not automatically transfer to a subsequent dwelling. Once again,
agreement might have to be made and a ‘ransom’ paid.

'The same criteria could apply to services which run under or over
land in the ownership of others or beneath a shared private drive.

The utilisation of land or access without consent may well
result in an injunction. On the other hand, an injunction is an
expensive procedure and many aggrieved beneficiaries will fail
to take matters that far. If you take advantage of this situation,
do be aware that if you ever want to sell the new dwelling, you
might then run into problems.

Will a New Home Impact on the Value of the Existing?
In most cases, the carving of a plot from a

single premium indemnity policy. This can
be arranged through a solicitor and the
premium will be established based on the
likelihood of a beneficiary coming forward.

Potential Access Issues

Access may potentially be another issue to
consider. Many homes share their drives or
access with one or more other dwellings and

“When it comes to
self-build mortgages,
owning the land is a
distinct advantage”

larger-than-average garden will have little
or no detrimental effect on the original
value of the existing home. In many cases,
as long as the original dwelling is left with
an overall plot size of at least three times
the building’s footprint, no diminution in
value will occur.

In most cases, any reduction in the value

of the house will be vastly outweighed by

the arrangements for this access can take

the increase in value of the resultant plot.
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I: R E E Visit www.greysartstone.co.uk
or call 01484 666400

SAMIPLES for a FREE Sample Pack

All the characteristics of natural slate ADVANTAGES
with all the advantages of a modern m Light weight construction saves on
bU||d|ng mater|a| labour and timber costs

B Construction allows easy cutting
Greys Artstone reproduction stone and slate roofing products are hand crafted to give without cracking or breaking

an authentic roofscape. Detailed moulding, a choice of colours and a range of sizes
create a coursed and diminishing stone slate roof. An easy to lay format and a range
of compatible products including: ridges and in-line ventilation systems, create an
extremely versatile and cost effective alternative to natural products.

WE'RE HERE TO HELP
L AR B B b b e

to speak to our sales team

B Looks like stone and slate when cut

B Weathers like stone and slate
not concrete

Greys Artstone Limited, Burdwell Works, New Mill Road, Brockholes, Holmfirth, Huddersfield HD9 7AZ



The Tax Rules Explained

If you obtain planning permission to build a new home in the
garden of your existing home, your Principal Private Residence
(PPR), and then decide not to build but sell off the plot instead,
then, as long as the plot does not exceed 0.6 hectare (approximately
1.25 acres) in size, the gains from any sale are exempt from Capital
Gains Tax (CGT). If you do build the new home and move into
it, then the sale of the old home is, similarly, exempt from CGT.
Once you have moved into the new home it becomes your PPR
and is exempt from CGT in any subsequent sale, too.

If you build the new property and then let it out, then CGT
will be payable on any subsequent sale. Additionally, as the first
supply was as a letting, you will not be able to reclaim the VAT
paid out during the construction of the dwelling.

However, if you make a habit of building again and again on
a garden or any other plot, skimming a little off the top to live
on, with little or no demonstrable other form of income, then
you will attract the attention of the tax authorities and it won’t
be CGT that you'll be liable for, but Income Tax.

If you build the new home in the garden and sell it oft without
ever living in it, then you will also be deemed to be trading, and
Income Tax will become payable on the ‘developer’s profit’ that
you make, as well as the gain caused by the uplift in value of the
plot when planning permission was obtained.

If the ‘garden’land that you build the new house on is divorced
from your PPR, for example, a paddock or allotment on the other
side of the village, then once the new home is finished, the sale
of your old PPR will be tax exempt and the new dwelling will
become your PPR from the date that you move into it. However,
a CGT liability will have occurred on the new dwelling, calculated
on the basis of its uplift in value in terms of the planning and
development of the plot during the time of your ownership up to
the date of your occupation. This liability only occurs when the

Traditional Home in the Garden

A generous garden allowed one couple to build an eco home, using

an internal oak frame and structural insulated panels by Border Oak.
A garden room takes advantage of south-facing views too. Lime
render and a brick plinth are in keeping with the vernacular

gain is realised in any future sale and will, therefore, lie dormant
until or unless that situation occurs.

Funding the Build
In an ideal world we'd all have paid off our existing mortgages and
have adequate savings available to fund the entity of a self-build.
There are, however, several different options available where this
is not the case. You may be able to raise money on the existing
house in order to finance the build, paying it all oft when the old
home is sold, for instance. Alternatively, the increased value of the
plot may mean that you can raise finance, sufficient to build the
new home and/or pay off any existing mortgage on the old home.

When it comes to self-build mortgages, owning the land is a
distinct advantage because an accelerator mortgage (such as that
offered by BuildStore) will normally give you a percentage of the
land value, plus a percentage of the build costs in staged pay-
ments. As you own the land already, your first tranche of money
for the land will usually go a long way towards your build costs.

If, however, you have a very large mortgage on the existing home
and your income won't allow you to secure additional lending,
then you may be forced to sell the old home before commencing
work. But the timing of that sale will be in your hands, allowing
you to minimise the gap between homes.

In any event, it’s essential to talk to a dedicated self-build
mortgage provider who understands the self-build market, rather

than a standard high street lender. (H]
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The future of home construction

Hanse Haus is a premium German supplier of turnkey, pre-manufactured ultra-high efficiency
homes. Founded as a carpentry business in 1929, it now erects some 400 timber frame homes

annually Europewide and has been active in the UK since 2006.

To talk to us about your individual requirements,

contact us using the details below. m
Hanse Haus
Email info@hanse-haus.co.uk m

Telephone 0800 302 9220

www.hanse-haus.co.uk Genau mein Zuhause.




DESIGN

Bathroom
Design ldeas

It's the little details that make a new house a home. Claire Lloyd shares
some of the latest design solutions for creating a new bathroom

SOLUTIONS FOR
SL.OPING CEILINGS

Space beneath sloping ceilings can often lend itself to bath-
rooms, and indeed help create interesting bathroom schemes.
Below, this bathroom has been created within a loft conver-
sion; the homeowners have made the most of the space

with a luxurious shower enclosure, and chosen dark tiles to
help define the sloping ceilings. In addition, ‘unusable’ space
beneath sloping eaves can provide the perfect place to tuck
away plumbing, and create built-in alcoves or storage.

BUILT-IN STORAGE

Built-in shelves and alcoves are obviously useful
additions for displaying expensive-looking bottles

and storing bathroom wares, but they serve another
purpose — they add interest to the room. Above, the
timber-lined alcove lends warmth to this monochrome
bathroom, and complements the vanity unit. (Note

the radiator, from Funkyheat, which doubles as a full-
length mirror in this bathroom. What's more, this clever
product provides infrared heating and can be controlled
by touchscreen technology or by wireless remote.)




SUPERIOR PROPERTIES DESERVE
SUPERIOR HEATING SYSTEMS
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If you're looking for a heating solution which delivers constant heat and hot water, great savings AND an ongoing
revenue stream, then a Heat Pump from Ice Energy Technologies is exactly what you need.

By harnessing stored solar energy in the ground or the air around us, you can avoid volatile energy prices and be
rewarded for it thanks to tax-free, index-linked payments which are guaranteed for seven years.

Efficient, reliable and suitable for both new build or renovation projects, our |CE HNERGY
award-winning range of ground and air source heat pumps are also the ideal

partner for underfloor heating systems, delivering greater efficiency and a '

level of comfort you've never experienced before.

To find out how you could enjoy lower heating bills and generate ongoing

income, simply call our dedicated sales team on

www.iceenergy.co.uk 0808 145 2340



DESIGN 15 GREAT BATHROOM IDEAS

MAKEA STATEMENT
WITH BOLDTILES

A bold tile choice or colour scheme can lift a bathroom from
ordinary to extraordinary, injecting flair and personality — as
this bathroom goes to show. Pairing encaustic-style cement
tiles (from American-based Rustico Tile & Stone) with white
metro wall tiles, mirrored antiqued mirror wall panels (from
Rupert Bevan) and a mirrored bath (the Tay bath from Drum-
monds) ensures the room does not feel claustrophobic.

SOLID
SURFACES

Solid surfaces have been popular in
the kitchen in recent years, offer-

ing a seamless worktop solution,
often with integral sink. As with many
trends which begin in the kitchen,
this one is making its way into the
bathroom, providing a hygienic,
waterproof surface in this room too.

Left: Roper Rhodes’ City basin and
integrated worktop features a deep,
spacious washbasin, which flows
seamlessly from the solid surface.

The 1,600mm worktop can be cut

to size to suit any bathroom

Below: Duravit's P3 Comforts furniture
washbasin provides a generous surface
area to store bathroom wares
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DESIGN 15 GREAT BATHROOM |

THE FOLD-AWAY
ENCLOSURE

Duravit's OpenSpace B is an enviable piece of design; the innova-
tive shower enclosure can simply be folded back against the wall
after use, providing extra space in the bathroom. It’s a particu-
larly good idea for en suites that are open to the bedroom.

One door can be specified with a mirrored finish — to
hide away the shower fittings behind, and provide a full-
length mirror in the process. The enclosure can be combined
with a tray, as here, or introduced above a tiled floor.

DEEP,SUNKENTUBS

Deep baths provide an indulgent place for a dip. (Indeed,
deep soaking baths have been a core part of the Japa-
nese home for centuries — a soak promoting a sense

of wellbeing at the end of the working day.) They're a
good solution for those looking beyond the standard
1,700mm straight bath in search of something a little dif-
ferent, and a solution for compact bathrooms, too.

If you're opting for a deep, sunken bath (as above) forward
planning is a must (self-builders are at a distinct advantage here
over those remodelling existing homes, too). This model is cast
entirely in HI-MACS (an acrylic stone composite) by LG Hausys.

A STYLISH STEAM ROOM

i : : Agata’s Exclusive Solutions ES300 Sliding Door Recess Option
. puts the space bene.ath \ ) is suitable for power showers, body jets and steam, mean-
the basin to good use. = ing you can transform an alcove within the bathroom into
a multi-purpose showering and steam enclosure — it's an
altogether more stylish addition than the traditional steam
‘cabin’. A tiled seating area is a good optional extra. »r
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Gateway Build & Design specialises in bespoke homes throughout the UK designed exactly to
our clients’ requirements. Our in-house designer works closely with our clients to ensure that
every detail is included in the final product.

Working with plot and budget restrictions, we offer all services from build or design only right
through to the complete turnkey experience.

If you are interested in using a company giving an excellent, friendly service and a quality finish
then please don't hesitate to call for a chat.

COMFORT AND EFFICIENCY

For Your Self-Build Home.

At Unico, our mission is to provide industry leading heating and ventilation equipment.
So, if you're building the home of the future today, the Unico System® is the
only choice for energy efficient heating and ventilation comfort.

Ultra Quiet

Even Room Temperatures

Energy Efficient and Future Proof
Professional Sales and Technical

To learn more about Unico System
Small Duct Heating and Ventilation,
visit unicosystem.co.uk

or contact

The Quantum Group

Unit 8, Easter Industrial Park
Ferry Lane

Rainham

Essex

RM13 9BP

t: 01708 528 240
sales@thequantumgroup.uk.com

¥ P PRESEMT BUILD
p " b [EAST GRINSTEAD!|

2

GATEWAY

Build and Design

Tel: 0151 924 3973 or 07941 672968
Email: gagadrum@aol.com
www.gatewaybuildanddesign.co.uk

The Unico System’

Comfort & Efficiency Fit For Your Home

ow

s0mm diameter round cutlets and 16mm x 304mm
shotied cutiets are avalladle in & variety of colors and materials,

as well a5 an even more minimalist bespoke design approach
in S0mm round and custom linear lengths.




SIMON MAXWELL

MIRRORED WALLS

Mirrors are not simply a practical addition — well
placed, they can be used to create an illusion of space
in a small bathroom, and bounce light around the
room. What's more, large mirrors could represent a
cost-saving solution compared with tiling the area.

Above: Two strategically placed mirrors add to the

illusion of space in this small bathroom and pro-
vide relief against the grey wall and floor tiles
Below: A large mirror stretches the length of the
wall — making this room feel larger. (For simi-
lar results, try a local glazing company, who will
be able to cut the mirrored glass to size)

ROOM DIVIDES

When it comes to designing a new bathroom, bear in mind that
the sanitaryware does not always need to be placed against
walls. Partial room divides can be a good means of break-

ing up a large bathroom and hiding plumbing. That said, this

is a look which requires planning from the outset to ensure

the hot and cold feeds, and waste, are in the right place prior

to boarding and tiling. It can also be an inexpensive way
of creating a feature: often stud walling can be utilised.

Above: This partial wall divide provides a generous show-
er enclosure to one side, doubling as a spot to mount
the wall-mounted taps for the bath on the other (Drum-
monds’ Usk bath with a black painted exterior, shown)
Below: A half wall breaks up this spacious en suite

and is a characterful addition (thanks to the reclaimed
timber cladding) in this barn conversion
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Bring your home into balance...

With insect screens and shades that appear when you
need them and vanish when you don't, Centor Integrated
Doors let you enjoy inside-outside living all year round.

Sliding Doors now available!

&

reddot design award
winner 2015

For more visit centor.com Ce nTO r®



DESIGN 15 GREAT BATHROOM IDEAS

MOOD LIGHTING

The bathroom is both a practical space and a room in which
to relax — a dedicated lighting scheme can go a long way

to ensuring it meets both demands. Here, for instance, strip
lighting washes this bathroom with a warm glow. Do bear

in mind that lighting needs to meet the appropriate IP rat-
ing when planning your scheme. (The bathroom mirror, the
L'Artique Chalet in Courchevell, was crafted by Lmh Projects.)

BASIN IDEAS FOR KIDS

Family bathrooms — particularly in those house-
holds with young children — should be fun as
well as functional, as these examples show.

Above: This colourful basin with vanity unit has been cre-
ated in HI-MACS, an acrylic stone composite that boasts a
hygienic finish and waterproof qualities, ideal for children
Below: Forget his and hers basins — these twin

basins are a great idea for adults and little ones.
Kaldewei's built-in Puro washbasins shown

DECORATIVE SCREENS

Shower screens need not be boring — as this eye-catching
design proves. Art Glass screens, from Alternative Bathrooms, are
available for shower enclosures, and as bath and shower panels,
in two designs. The Oslo walk-in shower panel here in the ‘Japan’
design measures H2,000xW1,200mm and is priced from £3,500.
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Solar - Underfloor Heating - Biomass - Plumbing - Radiators

At Begetube our innovative heating panels are completely copper
based - no aluminium fins, this allows for a more effective heat
transfer making the panels more efficient.

For more pioneering products give us a call
Tel 01463 246600 - Email info@begetube.co.uk

BEGETUBE Begetube Heating Systems « 14 Carsegate Road . Inverness « IV3 8EX

For good health
and energy savings,
it’s got to be ‘ =

Beam

Call us for project advice,
survey and quotation

UK: 0800 78 38 231
ROI: 1800 20 10 67

wwuw.beamcentralsystems.com

Vacuum & Ventilation

realisiny

Everyone has a different
concept of perfectiongFor

us, each new project means
working with our client to
discover what their dream oak
framed house would:look:like.

And because‘we don't simply-~—_
build homes, but craftthem, -~
we realise those dreams

down to the'lastdetail! .
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SIMON MAXWELL

DESIGN 15 GREAT BATHROOM IDEAS

INTRODUCING LIGHT

Building a new home, or extending an existing one, provides an
unrivalled opportunity to design in windows as and where you
need them — rather than working around what's already there.

Here: Two semi-opaque window ‘slots’ provide a diffused natural
light to this cocoon-like bathroom, but do not compromise privacy.
(This self-build home was designed by Hall + Bednarczyk Architects)

Below: A glazed wall, lined with bookshelves, can be

a good way of introducing light into an interior bath-
room without windows. (Note, this is a design feature best

planned for interior walls that do not face the toilet!)

' |s best t'o use a hardwood
director of TG Studio, whic
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ADVICE

Foundations

for Difficult S

Unstable ground? Clay soil? Trees?
Sloping land? ‘Difficult’ sites can
quickly become expensive headaches.
Surveyor lan Rock provides solutions
for even the most problematic of plots

A IAN ROCK
Chartered surveyor lan Rock MRICS
'1 — 13 is the author of eight popular Haynes
P House Manuals, including Build Your
- !

y Own House Manual, and is a director
of Rightsurvey.co.uk

here are good reasons why developers generally

steer clear of ‘tricky’ sites. Potentially exorbitant

groundwork costs, coupled with prolonged peri-

ods of uncertainty, can rapidly transform a viable

project into a daring gamble. However, what might

appear to be a ‘problem plot’ can sometimes turn
out to be a blessing in disguise for self-builders willing to take
on technical challenges.

'The primary role of foundations is to anchor the building to
good bearing ground (in other words, ground capable of support-
ing the building). Even relatively lightweight structures, such as
timber frame houses, need to be securely ‘fixed in place’ to resist
ground movement. The trouble is, conventional trench founda-
tions start to become uneconomic below about 2m deep. So on
sites where stable ground is in short supply, you're likely to need
something a bit more sophisticated to protect your home from
the ravages of nature. This normally means consulting a structural
engineer at the design stage. The need for ‘special’ foundations can
also extend the time taken for groundworks from three or four
days for a conventional build, to perhaps two or three weeks —
more than doubling your total costs for this stage of the project.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A TRICKY PLOT?
'The three main causes of escalating groundworks are sloping sites,
the close proximity and/or presence of trees, and ‘bad ground’.

Sloping Sites
Even quite shallow slopes can pose complications. Designing
the drainage and access will need careful attention, and surface

water coming down the hill will need to be channelled around
the building. As a rule, the steeper the site the greater the cost,
with expensive retaining walls often required on gradients of
more than 1:25, to hold back the ground.

The biggest decision, however, is where to position the build-
ing. One option is to build into the hill, excavating to create a
level base. Alternatively you might decide to extend the building
outwards with supporting walls constructed under the raised
area. Both options are likely to add upwards of £5,000 to your
groundwork costs. The compromise method is to fit the house
to the slope with a series of steps creating a split-level layout.
'This will reduce the amount of excavation, although it can still
add as much as 10 per cent to your overall build cost. However,
sloping sites can provide an opportunity for adding extra space
by incorporating a basement as a cost-effective way to fill the
void when building out above ground level.

Presence of Trees
Retaining mature trees can add a lot to the ‘amenity value’ of
a property, while helping to mollify planners and disgruntled

neighbours. The problem is, notoriously thirsty species such as

NIGEL RIGDEN



willows and poplars can cause ground instability in subsoils such
as shrinkable clay. As a rough guide, it is recommended that build-
ings on conventional foundations should not be closer to single
trees than the height of the tree at maturity, or one-and-a-half
times for groups of trees; the National House Building Council
(NHBC) publishes tables showing ‘safe distances’. To determine
foundation depths, you also need to consider the shrinkability of
the subsoil and the water demand of the species, as well as noting
the distance of trees from foundations.

Cutting down trees can also cause problems. For several years
tollowing the clearing of a site, clay soils can gradually expand,
absorbing the moisture no longer taken by the trees. The founda-
tion design needs to allow for this.

Root barriers can be a useful method of protecting foundations.
This involves excavating a narrow trench between the tree and
the building about a metre deeper than the lowest roots (trenches
are typically about 4m deep) into which large rigid plastic sheets

about 4mm thick are inserted.

‘Bad Ground’
'There are several reasons why ground can be prone to movement:

- Building on a Sloping.Site

Extensive excavation was required in
order to build the ground floor level of
this new home, designed by architect
Anni'é Mattin, into the sloping site. The

_ result is'a home which appears to be
U single storey from approach — a key
' requirement for this replacement dwell-
ing W_i’Eh_jn~Dartr'noor National Park. The
retaining walls have been clad in granite

-

@ Volume change. Shrinkable clays suffer seasonal volume
changes, although this rarely extends more than a metre below
the surface. Problems are exacerbated by trees and shrubs in close
proximity, combined with periods of drought and heavy rainfall.

@ Frost heave. Springy or boggy ground is indicative of a high
water table where soil can expand when frozen. However, surface
groundwater rarely freezes at depths of more than half a metre.

@ Made up ground. Previously developed ‘brownfield’land can
contain all manner of horrors, such as old footings, drains and
wells, with consequent uncertainty about the bearing capacity of
the ground. Former industrial uses or dumps may also harbour
potential risks with toxic chemicals or methane gas, so it’s advis-
able to consult local authority registers of contaminated land. In
some cases, however, the solution can be relatively simple such
as specifying sulphur-resistant cement.

@ Unstable ground. Worst of all, past excavation or mining activ-
ity may have made the ground highly unstable, with new founda-
tions potentially subject to periodic, unpredictable subsidence.

pad



FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS

Building on difficult terrain normally involves one of these
following solutions:

Digging Down Deeper

On ground with poor bearing capacity, such as soft sandy clays,
the simplest solution is to dig down a little further. If a standard
trench foundation is deep enough, its base should be supported
on firm ground unaffected by seasonal changes, while beam and
block floors can happily bridge across the surface.

In clay areas, however, the ground around the sides of the
toundations will still be prone to periodic expansion and con-
traction as the ground becomes saturated and then dries. So to
resist lateral pressure, the sides of the trenches can be lined with
a flexible slip membrane which allows the clay alongside to
independently shrink or swell. Also, building wider foundations
can help spread the load over a larger area, but this may require
steel reinforcement to prevent shearing. And, as we have seen,
with deeper trench foundations it soon becomes cheaper, easier
and safer to switch to one of the following ‘engineered’solutions.

Pile and Ring Beam Foundations
Piles are concrete columns drilled deep into hard bedrock to

securely anchor the building, aided by frictional resistance from
the surrounding ground. This method has become much more
common in housebuilding since the advent of cheaper short-
bored systems installed using hired mini-piling rigs. It’s now the
most widely used foundation type after conventional trenches,
thanks in no small measure to planning requirements encourag-
ing retention of trees and the development of brownfield land.

Piles are placed about every 2.5m under the main walls, and
at corners and intersections. Once firm stratum is reached they
can be topped with mushroom-like ‘pile caps’ on to which hori-
zontal reinforced concrete ring beams (aka ‘ground beams’) are
installed to support the main walls. There are four main types of
mini-piling (‘micro pile’) systems:

@ Augered piling is widely used in clay subsoil and involves
drilling holes (200mm to 600mm in diameter) as deep as 24m
with an ‘auger’ (a rotating shaft with cutting blades). Once drilled,
the auger is withdrawn and the hole filled with steel-reinforced
concrete. This is the least expensive and most common method,
and is virtually vibration free. On sites with very restricted access,
lightweight hand auger tripods can drill with a diameter of up
to 300mm and to a depth of 13m.



Building Near Trees

This new home was built using piled foundations, due to
the close proximity of a large willow tree that the own-
ers wanted to retain. Another recent innovation used

for building near trees, at a similar cost to pile and beam
foundations, is the prefabricated 'Housedeck’ — an insu-
lated raft of reinforced concrete supported on piles

@ Continuous flight auger (CFA) piles are used in unstable or
water-bearing ground. The main difference from augered piling
is that the drilling pieces are hollow so concrete can be pumped
directly to the bottom of the hole as the auger is withdrawn.

@ Driven piles use a steel casing and are suitable for wet, unstable
or contaminated ground. More economical than the CFA method,
these piles come in sizes varying from 150mm to 320mm. The
casing is first placed in a small pilot hole and then pushed into
the ground using a suitable weight on a hydraulic pile driver. One
benefit of this method is that it creates little or no spoil, saving on
transport and disposal, thus also reducing the carbon footprint.

@ Screw piles (also known as helical piles) are akin to giant wood
screws — these hollow tubular steel piles are wound into the
ground by machine with no prior excavation. The main benefit
is fast installation and minimal soil displacement and disposal.

P ad

ground beam

short bore pile

PAD FOUNDATIONS

ring beam
tanking/
drainage membrane

post/pier

pad footing

aid on '\nsu\at'\or\)

oncrete raft

raft edge beam thickens
(‘wide toe' raft shown)

Diagrams provided for illustrative purposes only
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Raft Foundations

A raft is a large continuous reinforced concrete slab that extends
under the whole building. By distributing the load over the entire
footprint, the load per unit area is reduced, making a raft suitable
where there’s ground instability, such as sites with a history of
mining. Rather than trying to anchor the building, in the event of
subsidence the raft is designed to absorb the movement, protect-
ing the structure of the building sitting on top. Because rafts can
bridge across weak areas, they’re also often used on compressible
backfill land, sites with groundwater or clay prone to excessive
shrinkage, and areas with unpredictable geological conditions
such as streams flowing deep below the surface.

Conventional ‘flat rafts’ comprise a slab of uniform thickness
with a mass of steel reinforcement top and bottom to provide
resistance against both upward and downward bending. The
alternative ‘wide toe’design is used on ground with poor compress-
ibility. Here the edges of the raft supporting the main walls are
constructed thicker and deeper, and reinforced with metal ‘cages’.
Construction is similar to a very thick solid concrete floor slab,
but can either be cast directly into the ground or ‘floating’ on a
bed of fine granular material.

Rafts also need to accommodate possible ground movement
without fracturing service pipes and drains which can be run
through collars cast in the concrete. The main drawback of raft
toundations is the high cost, largely due to the enormous amount
of high-strength concrete and steel consumed.

Pad Foundations

Pad foundations are designed to carry individual ‘point loads’.
'This type of foundation suits buildings with skeletal structures,
such as steel frame or traditional post and beam, where the frame
can be supported on a series of small concrete pads instead of
the external wall sitting on continuous strips in the ground.
However, as with piled foundations, it’s possible to modify pads
by constructing reinforced concrete ground beams that span
between the concrete pads, making them suitable for supporting
lightweight panel timber frame buildings.

Construction is relatively straightforward. First a number of
large holes are dug, about a metre deep. Typically these will be
spaced quite close together at 600mm centres, and located at
corners and under the more heavily loaded parts of the wall (for

ying a Raft Foundation

Concrete Is compacted down (to remove air) once
poured over steel.reinforcing mesh-and insula-

tion, iniorder to create thesraft foundation for this

. ~Passivhaus.build by Potton (see more on page 153)

example, either side of window and door openings). Holes are
normally dug by machine; a simple mechanical post hole borer
can drill down to a depth of around 1.4m. Square or circular
pads are cast individually in the bottom of each of the pits. Steel
posts can then be bolted on top, or piers of brick or reinforced
concrete built on to each pad foundation.

One advantage of this system is that the construction process
is within the capabilities of a competent self-builder. Plus, it’s
a reasonably eco-friendly foundation system as relatively small
amounts of concrete are used.

Pads can suit poor soils and can also be used to avoid problems
where bored piling is sometimes obstructed by impenetrable
pockets of rubble or hard gravel, snapping bits and jamming
augurs. The downside is that the process is very labour-intensive.

The Impact of your Construction System

Piled foundations are normally the most economical solution
tor sites where loadbearing support is several metres below the
surface, such as made up ground or shrinkable clay with deep-
rooted vegetation. But where ground is unstable, a reinforced
concrete raft that effectively ‘floats’ on the surface is a safer bet.

The appropriate type of foundation will also be influenced
by your chosen method of house construction. Conventional
masonry walls are normally built on standard trench or raft
foundations, since these readily provide a consistently level base.
However, pile foundation systems with ring beams can also be
suitable for both timber frame and traditional masonry walls.
Pad foundations are suited to point loads from steel stanchions
or post and beam walls, although to prevent problems with damp
and rot, traditional timber frame structures are probably best
supported on short base walls built off ring beams.

Modern panel timber frame structures are much lighter than
those of masonry construction, so in theory should require less
in the way of foundations. But as we have seen, what matters
most isn't so much the weight of house, but the fact that the
load is bearing on firm ground that won’t move. As long as that
box can be ticked, foundations shouldn’t be over-engineered for
the loads they carry. Another factor with timber frame walls — or
indeed anything that arrives on site prefabricated — is the need for
foundations to have a greater degree of accuracy (plus or minus
5mm) since there’s less scope to make up for errors on site.
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Floor Heating...
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THE LLOOK

Windows play a major role in defining the
overall look of the elevations — in this era
of big glass, increasingly so — and there-
fore it's worth prioritising the look. Firstly,
concentrate on achieving slim sightlines.
Secondly, look at the way the opening
and fixed glass elements look side by
side. ‘Flush' is the key word here.

“Many architects and homeowners
want a system in which all units are iden-
tical, whether the window is fixed, open-
ing, or motorised (an increasingly popular
option for high-level windows or when
windows are used to provide automatic
ventilation),” says Andy Trewick from Vel-
fac. "Uniform sightlines result in stylish,
seamless exterior facades.” Origin’s flush
exterior and interior casement achieves
pleasing results, too.

Strength and
Quality
Aluminium
windows are
renowned for

their strength and
durability, allowing
large glazing panels
to be used — as

in this example
from Velfac (top).
There is a surprising
variety in quality of
aluminium used —
manufacturers such
as Origin (right)

use prime billets

in manufacture
rather than scrap
aluminium

LOOK AT THE QUALITY OF THE FINISH

There can be a huge variety in the quality of the aluminium itself. “Good qual-
ity aluminium should have a perfectly smooth and consistent finish, while poor
quality may have pitting from when the profile has been heated during powder
coating,” says Neil Ginger, Origin Global's CEO. (Origin uses prime billets in man-
ufacture, rather than scrap aluminium that has been remelted.) “A smooth finish
is achieved by polishing the die after each extrusion run, to reduce corrosion
and avoid contamination on the surface, giving a high-quality finish ready for the
powder coating process,” he continues.

ADVICE

Alumimium

Windows:

Windows are a massive part of your overall
project — both in terms of budget and
look. Jason Orme explains what to look
for when choosing modern aluminium
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Make sure that you are comparing like for
like when it comes to quotes from dif-
ferent suppliers — assessing things like
locks, handles, any required pressings
and so on. There is likely to be a huge
range in quotes, but don't forget that
this is more than a pricing game: look for
lead-in times (Origin offers a lead time of
one week on its main colours.)

Don't forget that, as most systems re-
quire specialist fitting, you'll need to co-
ordinate with a local approved installa-
tion firm if the window company doesn't
offer a fitting service.
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SECURITY

Most windows and doors manufacturers
aim to talk up their products’ security but
now, thanks to changes to Part Q of the
Building Regulations and the Secured By
Design standards, there are measurable
ways of ensuring your choice ticks the
boxes. The new Part Q came into effect
on 1 October 2015 and requires acces-
sible windows (basement, ground floor
and other easily accessible windows)
in new builds to be made to a design
that has been shown through testing to
meet the security requirements of British
Standards Publication PAS 24:2012. Part
Q does not apply for projects where ini-
g . = tial notice was submitted before 1 Octo-

= = - ber 2015, provided the work is started on
il e . site before 1 October 2016.

BUILD QUALITY

The way the window is put together can vary a lot from one
supplier to the next. For example, when it comes to composite
systems — which combine two materials, usually timber on the

A Combined
Approach

The better
companies offer
bespoke designs
and a co-ordinated
look for fixed and
opening units,

and of course
windows and
doors. These (top)
are from Origin;
Left: ecoHaus
Internorm’s HS330
timber/aluminium
lift-sliding door.
The company
offers triple glazing
as standard on its
doors and windows

inside and aluminium externally — ensure that the external and Below: Bronze Windows
internal frame elements are distinct (rather than, for instance, High-quality slim profile metal doesn't
comprising a wooden frame clad on to an aluminium skin). Also have to be aluminium. Bronze is a fine
ask where the key elements originated and where they were ac- alternative, as in these windows from
tually manufactured. Architectural Bronze Casements

...AND SOMETHING MORE TRADITIONAL

Steel and bronze windows, such as those from Crittal, have long enjoyed popu-
larity among self-builders and renovators looking for period styles. The look and
feelis distinct and perfect for recreating a traditional look, and thanks to thermal
breaks, efficiency is high and profiles are slim. (H)

Homebuilding.co.uk | 81




Handmade Bronze Windows, Doors and Screens
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BRONZE CASENMENTS
0845 6000 660

www.bronzecasements.com

designer radiators

without the designer price tag

Agadon Heat and Design offer one of the
largest ranges of contemporary ltalian styled
radiators in the UK at unbeatable prices.

Our designer radiators are manufactured in-house
enabling you to choose from a variety of styles in
bespoke sizes, colours and finishes.

Why choose Agadon designer radiators?
You can visit our designer radiator showroom
An amazing 10 year product guarantee
Huge range of colours and finishes
4,000 designer radiators in stock
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b Getting the Best

- Irom Builders

It’s one of the most important
relationships during a selt-build or
renovation, and key to the success of

*any build project. From going out to
tender to avoiding disputes on site,
this 14-page guide explams how to |
get the ery best from your builder -




Wireless Security

TOTAL CONTROL is ONE
TOTAL PROTECTION
WIRELESS

These compact and elegant :
wireless detectors are based 4 e SO LUTION
on ground breaking UHF = —

- WITH

technology and combine

several field-proven | s
advanced technologies. | & M U LTI P LE
BENEFITS

CAMERA/DETECTOR
REMOTE CONTROL

APP

CURTAIN DETECTOR
SLIM-LINE DOOR CONTACT
GLASS BREAK

SMOKE DETECTOR

Contact us now for your wireless security survey for your home or business.
Or, order your system at our Smart Zone feature at the Homebuilding & Renovating Show,
National NEC Birmingham, Stand A108 on 14th to 17th April 2016.

eX“'C“"é] 0808 100 01 01

e: info@actexcel.com w: www.actexcel.com
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BUILDER WISDOM IN ASSOCIATION WITH

“A Good Chent/Builder

leam 1s Key to Success”

In the second of a new series, builders share the things they wish you knew

.+~ The most common type of project we
'P‘_"f. undertake is full turn-key self-builds. We work with

oy private clients throughout the UK to help build their ideal
homes on time and on budget.

Central to the success of a build project
is a good working relationship between the client and the
builder. Try to choose a builder you feel comfortable with and
can envisage working well with. Ask them for a detailed
schedule of works so that you have a point of reference as to
what should be happening on your project at any given time.
Also, schedule regular site meetings with your builder to
discuss any concerns or desired changes that may arise
during the course of the build so that these can be addressed.

It would be helpful for us as builders if clients were
more familiar with the cost implications of different specifi-
cations. We see a lot of homeowners who have paid a
considerable amount of money at the design stage, only to
be disappointed to discover that the plans are completely
unrealistic and unachievable given their budget.

Clients also need to be aware that changing the specifica-
tion once the build is underway is possible, but may incur
delays and further costs. So our advice would be to try to
consider everything thoroughly before building commences,
and discuss your thoughts and ideas — no matter how small
— with your builder.

My top tip for choosing a builder is do your
research. Find out how long the builder has been operating,
and if they are a member of a trade organisation. Also, ask for
the details of several previous clients so that you can chat to
them about their experiences and inspect the standard and
quality of the builder’s work. Insist on a full schedule of works
as well as a building contract — any decent builder worth
their salt will be more than happy to provide this. (H]

% @ Christian Ratcliffe is director of Nottinghamshire-based
Jr C Ratcliffe Builders (ratcliffeworksop.co.uk)

® The Federation of Master Builders (FMB) operates
the Find a Builder service to help you source quality
contractors near you at fmb.org.uk
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Beautiful staircases and expert craftsmanship
in as little as 7-10 Days

StairBox has a pedigree in the joinery industry spanning over 100 years, with this experience comes the expertise necessary to create something that
is not only beautiful but also built to last. We pride ourselves on making the whole process of designing your new staircase as simple as possible with
fantastic customer service and unrivaled quality. We supply the highest quality and most beautifully designed staircases available. Every stair we produce
is intricately crafted using only the finest, responsibly sourced timber to suit any home.

Staircases are designed from scratch to each customer’s individual taste. Whether that be a traditional turned, cut string staircase through to an ultra modern
flight combining glass balustrade, metalwork and a variety of timbers. No matter what you are looking for we can create something tailored to suit you.
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at the checkout.

To get a 5% discount on your order use promo code “newe




Going out
to lender:

a Guide for

Begmners

Are you wondering how to get the best
builder for your project, at the right
price? Peter Eade explains how to get
the most from the tender process

PETER EADE

Peter Eade has spent a lifetime
running his own building
business, specialising in

project management and design

oing out to tender is undoubtedly the best way
of getting a building job done at the most com-
petitive price. However, the procedure needs
to be properly organised in order to ensure you
pick the right builder, and that the build runs as
smoothly as possible when work goes on site.

The starting pointis your plans. It is unwise to seek prices from
builders based only on the planning drawings, as any estimates
received are unlikely to give a true indication of costs. The plans
required for pricing have to be those approved by Building Con-
trol; builders want properly detailed plans, elevations and section
drawings that are fully compliant with the Building Regulations.
In addition, Building Control may well have requested structural
calculations for some aspects of the project; this information will
also be needed by the builder pricing the work. The approved
drawings generally only show the structural aspect of the pro-
ject and often do not include items such as wiring schedules
or mechanical services (heating and plumbing), so a decision
needs to be made about whether these are to be included or
addressed later.
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ADVICE GOING OUT TO TENDER

“Before finally agreeing on your chosen builder, make sure they
understand and agree with the clauses within the contract”

Sometimes as part of the planning conditions, the planners may
want to approve the choice of face bricks and roof tiles, which
again has to be dealt with prior to tendering. If it is not known
which brick or tile is going to be selected, then they need to be
covered by a PC sum (prime cost sum — a term used to describe
items that have not yet been finalised). Any other unknowns can
either be omitted at this stage or perhaps covered by further PC
sums or provisional sums (a term used to indicate an estimate
for an item which can not be given a fixed price).

Most projects can benefit from having a specification describ-
ing in detail each aspect of the job and should include all PC and
provisional sums and perhaps a contingency sum too. Ideally, the
specification should be prepared by a professional. If it is written
by someone new to the job, it may give incorrect or unclear infor-
mation that could prove expensive later. In addition to describing
what work is required, the specification should also state which
contract will be used. (Read more on page 91))

Retention and Penalty Clauses

If there is a contract, it will show how and when interim payments
will be made to the builder and indicate if there is going to be a
retention withheld. Retention usually means 5 per cent is kept
back from each interim payment with 2.5 per cent of the reten-
tion being released at the final account stage; the other 2.5 per
centis then held for a further six months until the snagging jobs
are dealt with. The contract may well show if there is going to be
a penalty clause if the job takes longer than the agreed time. A
properly prepared tender form is also useful as it ensure all quo-
tations received are set down in the same format and it will state
that the client is not obliged to accept any of the tenders received.

Going Out to Tender

Once all the documents are in place, the next move is to decide
which builders are going to be invited to tender. To a large degree,
the choice of builder depends on the size of the project to be
carried out. If it is a smallish extension, it's probably best to look
at small builders who are more likely to be interested than larger
companies. Once there is a shortlist of at least four builders,
contact each one by phone or email and ask if they are inter-
ested in tendering. It is important they know what the proposed
work consists of and your timescale — there is not much pointin
receiving an interesting price only to find that your builder can’t
start for a year or more.

Receiving the Tenders Back

When you receive the tenders, it is likely there will be some diversity
in prices. There are, after all, three types of builders: the ones who
will submit a properly priced tender based on current costs; the
ones who are not too busy and will put in a low price to get the
job; and finally, the ones who are very busy and come back with

a high price knowing that if they get the work there will be good
profitin it. As a result, the lowest price is not necessarily the best
one to accept, but after carrying out some research may still be
worth considering. If the feedback you receive is not that good,
think about talking to one of the other builders who tendered,
assuming their price is competitive. The other option is to go
back out to tender with different builders.

Before finally engaging your chosen builder, make sure they
understand and agree with the clauses within the contract, par-
ticularly regarding completion dates and payment clauses. It's
important to also thoroughly check the builder’s credentials and
ask for contact details of clients and architects they have worked
for during the past year. In addition, in no circumstances should
upfront payments ever be agreed, and all interim valuations must
be based on the value of work carried out plus the cost of any
materials on site.

Employing and Project Managing Trades Directly

There is no doubt employing a reliable builder to undertake the
whole of the job has great advantages, but not everyone wants to
go down this route. If the plan is to use individual trades, getting in
quotes for each stage of the job is likely to be more problematic
and you will be faced with having to organise both the labour force
and the materials. To avoid holdups, it is essential that each trade
is available when they are required and the materials are there
on site waiting. If there are delays due to kit not being delivered,
the operatives will either leave the site or make an additional
charge for the time wasted. Each trade should be asked to provide
labour-only quotes, although it's best to ask electricians, plumbers
and heating engineers for quotes that include both labour and
materials, due to the complexity of the materials.

Before getting in any prices, it's a good idea to prepare a list of
the trades as they will be required, starting off with the ground
workers through to the finishing trades. It's stillimportant to have
a payment schedule in place and also agree how long each part
of the work will take to complete.

Final Checks

Once all of the quotes are received, further checks need to be
made before engaging any of the operatives to make sure they
are reliable and skilled. Although there may be financial benefits
to undertaking the job using individual trades, the management
of the site can be quite intense. Site organisation is paramount to
ensure the work proceeds without delays and careful planning is
required to achieve this. It's important to make sure that operatives
are there when required and that scaffolding and periphery plant
is available when it's needed. The decision on whether to employ
a builder or do the project management yourself is something
that needs careful thought, as the smooth running of the job is
completely down to the expertise of the person in charge. (H]
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o Technical Support
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o Government Incentives
Tel: 01747 826900 © FREE Training

Email: sales@bublshop.co.uk
Or visit: www.bublshop.co.uk

distributors in expertise

[=]

[=]
[=].”

HITACHI  glesBe MM @ Awmess  Poaman @LG

Air conditioning solutons Life's Good

Beautiful timber sliding sash windows with weights

and cords or spiral balances.

. . Fully finished with a high quality Teknos 4 coat system
sash timber windows ey RALEenE
Sash timber windows, exceptional quality at exceptional prices.

0 f'i RSSO ) Modern glazing with a centre pane U-value of 1.2 as
: B [_ :}";‘-"' S “‘-:,;' » ) standard other glazing options available.
- g 'l-.. .- ‘l-;‘-;:__..‘ L
Price guide 1000 x 1600 with cords and weights
£960 + Vat.

Full range of windows and doors available including
flush sash, storm sash, tilt and turn, entrance doors,
bi-fold doors, patio doors and French doors.

Shapes, gothic’s, arches and swept heads all available.

Nationwide delivery and fitting
service to most areas.

Delivery is around 7
weeks from order.

Please call 01274 607711
or visit www.sashtimber.co.uk

Quotations are usually within 24 hours.




Elecosoft. ‘.
Create the home of your t_."
dreams with 3D Architect!

Powerful 2D & 3D home design software for self-
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ADVICE

PREPARING
TENDER =
DOCUMENT

Comprehensive tender
documents are key to
achieving competitive
prices for a build — and
ultimately to the smooth
running of a project. But
what should a tender
pack contain? Is ‘going
out to tender’ a task

the self-builder can
undertake, or a job best
left to the professionals?
Bob Branscombe explains

N
(9)
O
h=
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he aim of going out to tender for works is to obtain
a fair and competitive price from the market to
achieve the project you are proposing. Sounds
simple enough, doesn't it? The problem with this
is that it is similar to phoning three different car
manufacturers and asking for a price for a four-door
family hatchback: the variables are limitless, and the basis of your
enquiry is fundamentally flawed, being open to interpretation,
tactics and assumptions. Without ever trying to be fraudulent or
sneaky, the three car dealers will come back with different products
and prices which all seemingly satisfy your brief. Construction

BOB BRANSCOMBE falls into this scenario — that said, the price/cost is generally a lot

Bob is a chartered surveyor with almost higher and the variables and potential for mistakes much greater.
30 years' experience running a mix of The need for comprehensive, well thought-out tender docu-
residential and commercial projects. ments is essential, both in terms of receiving realistic prices for
He has particular expertise in cost your project, and in ensuring your project remains in line with
estimation and project scheduling the projected budget when it goes on site. Overleaf, we explain

what a tender pack should include. »r




FIXED-PRICE QUOTES ARE ONLY
AS GOOD AS THEIR INPUTS

Fixed-price contracts are found in every
walk of life: it's the principle of offer and
acceptance. For instance, this may be the
stated cost in the supermarket (the ‘offer’),
which you ‘accept’ by taking it to the till
and paying for the item. It is no different
when appointing a contractor for your
project, except that this tends to involve
larger sums of money than the typical
supermarket trip.

Among its advantages, fixed-price cer-
tainty will (hopefully) offer: cost certainty;
budget forecasting; cash flow; comfort
for funders/lenders (credibility); predict-
able income and profit stream for the
contractor; and simple valuation of works
carried out. Why then do fixed-price con-
tracts sometimes seem to result in differ-
ent (usually higher) costs than we hope
for or signed up to?

The contract price is only based on the
information available to the parties who
enter into that contract — the ‘inputs’. If
you have any room in those tender docu-
ments for assumption or interpretation,
this has the potential to impact on the
pricing and ultimately the robustness of
that contract. For example, your docu-
mentation shows doors on the drawings,
but the specification does not capture
these. The contractor could price the
scheme using hardboard-faced flush
doors, when you are expecting hardwood.
There is no right or wrong in this case,
simply interpretation and assumption.

The fixed-price reliability of your con-
tract is only as good as the inputs pro-
vided in the tendering information and
subsequent contract documentation.

SHOULD YOU USE A PROFES-
SIONAL TO GO OUT TO TENDER?

Whether you opt to use a professional
adviser to prepare and carry out your ten-
der process, or ‘go out to tender’ yourself
is a key decision. Certainly, the preparation
of a comprehensive and suitable suite of
documents is key to the robustness and
effectiveness of the process, and as such,
it virtually always pays to have these drawn
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ADVICE PREPARING TENDER DOCUMENTS

up by your architect or a quantity surveyor
— both of whom are well versed in the
tendering process.

The quality of the documentation is
paramount to the reliability of the tender
returns, and it is essential that the docu-
ments are properly prepared and thought
out. Remember, planning drawings are
not construction or pricing documents,
merely pictures showing what the local
authority will let you build. The full range
of specification and Building Control docu-
mentation is quite a technical challenge,
and unless you are an experienced builder,
the documents would greatly benefit from
professional assistance.

However, the inputs into these docu-
ments can be prepared by you. For exam-
ple, consider preparing room data sheets’
— a series of sheets reflecting exactly what
you are expecting to see in each room,
on each wall, floor and ceiling. This can
then be taken by your architect or sur-
veyor and used as the basis for confirming
that the specification exactly reflects your
expectations.

Remember that the responsibility for
understanding the project and imparting
this understanding on to others lies with
you — you must either be able to com-
municate this to your team (via perhaps the
room data sheet approach) or the contrac-
tor via the tender documents.

WHAT TO INCLUDE

In simple terms, you need to write down
what you want. This is more complex than
at first glance, as you need to incorpo-
rate the various influences on a project,
which may include the specification, the
drawings, the performance requirements,
the legislative framework and permis-
sions (planning, Building Control, etc),
timescales and method of procuring this.
Thinking about the factors above, just
sending planning drawings to a builder
can be filed away as a foolhardy approach.

To plan the project properly, the con-
tractors will need:

® A framework to cost the job;

@ A timescale to price the work, mobi-

lise for the work, and physically carry

out the work;

@ A copy of the legislative framework;

® A commercial incentive to carry out

the works — contractors are in the

business of making a profit, after all.

Recognise this and be mindful of the

attractiveness or not of your scheme.

Whichever way you procure the work,
the fixed nature and reliability of that ten-
der depends on the quality of the docu-
mentation that supports and grounds it.
| keep stressing it, but | would reiterate
that planning drawings do not achieve
cost certainty.

The pack will need to contain these
key documents:

@ Building Control suitable drawings;

@ Specification;

® Programme of works;

® Cost framework/

contract sum analysis (see opposite);

@ Any site or time-specific issues (work-

ing hour restrictions, for example);

® Agreed process for payment and

valuation of works completed;

@® Planning permission compliance

locked into the works;

@ Any other legislative requirements

locked in to the proposed contract;

@ Invitation letter setting out the ten-

dering process (see our template on

page 97 for details), and timeline.

The point of the documentation is to
avoid assumption and ‘want of knowl-
edge’. Make sure the documents are con-
sistent with each other, too, again to avoid
the opportunity for interpretation.

Your goal is to get a price that is com-
prehensive, realistic and comparable with
the rest of the market to understand if you
are getting best value. You can always
tweak and alter the works before going
into contract, but the tender process
should be controlled and consistent
across the tendering companies.

INVITING BUILDERS TO TENDER

Finding contractors is always challenging.
It is advisable to initially approach at least
four (ideally six) informally, to brief them
about your scheme and to gauge interest.
You should ideally seek these six out by
recommendation, personal knowledge
and reputation, but it never hurts to throw
an unknown ‘wild card’ into the mix as it
may well assist in flushing out the most



competitive price, as newer companies
are keen to break into markets. You don't
necessarily need to award the contract to
this company, but this does give you an
idea of what the market may come down
to via successful negotiation.

Having whittled the list down via con-
versations and gauging interest, you will
probably have three to four companies
who have agreed to tender. These will
form your list, and will all be sent a pack
of documentation.

WHAT TO REQUEST

As well as a costed and detailed return
relating to your work, there are additional
supporting documents that you should
request as part of the tender return from
your contractors. These include:

® Evidence of public and employers’

insurance;

® Contractors’ all risks insurance;

@ Professional reference from previous

clients or consultants;

@ Details of similar previous projects;

® Key personnel who are likely to be

involved in your scheme;

® Key subcontractors used;

® Any exclusions from the tender, ie

items which are not included in the bid.

When you start the tendering process it
is not unusual to have a couple of compa-
nies drop out and decline to tender after
you have sent out the paperwork.

Don't be offended or take it personally.
It is very common and simply a conse-
quence of a very busy forward workload
and the cost of tendering if the contractor
decides they don’t want a job — just a
cursory glance at the time taken to pre-
pare a tender should mean there is no
surprise when | state that tendering costs
are significant, and run into thousands of
pounds a year for competent and suc-
cessful contractors.

Once the documents have been sent,
give each contractor a follow-up call to
check if they have everything they need.
It's an interesting phenomenon that
human contact gets results — having a
person you speak to by name will ensure
they are more personally committed to
your project. Email is impersonal and easy
to ignore or decline.

) ad |
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CONTRACT SUM ANALYSIS: ASAMPLE

Item Description

Remove timber stud partitions,

ceilings and dryling

Strip out electrics

Remove existing landscaping
DEMOLITION & SITE SET UP TOTAL

Below ground drainage
Structural steelwork
Raised timber floor
Internal walls
Stairs and balustrades
Windows and doors
Internal doors and joinery
Ceiling finishes
Plastering and screeding
Wall finishes
Floor finishes
Decorations
Fixtures and fittings
External works
CONSTRUCTION TOTAL

Pipework
Basement
Ground floor
First floor
Second floor
Installation of sanitaryware
Basement
Ground floor
First floor
Second floor
PLUMBING WORKS TOTAL

Contract Value

Comments

continued overleaf...
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CONTRACT SUM ANALYSIS: CONTINUED |

Item Description Contract Value Comments |

ELECTRICAL WORKS

Containment |
New mains and distribution

Power supplies |
Mechanical supplies |
Underfloor heating

Kitchen supplies |
Wire all light fittings

Shaver points |
Wire external lighting

Wire BT and data |
Garage wiring I
Commissioning

Earthing and bonding |
Electrical spares

Testing and certification |

Operating and maintenance

ISTOCK

manuals |
ELECTRICAL WORKS TOTAL |

| SETTING A TIMEFRAME FOR

Site manager THE RETURN OF TENDERS

Setting out engineer |
The timeframe for tendering is affected by

Health & safety inspections
| several factors:

Site set up @ Your desire for a quick response;
Demobilise | @ Your programme requirements;
Office set up @® The tendering contractors’ appetite

for the work;

® The tendering contractors’ time
commitments;

® The tenderers’ supply chain.

In other words, looking at the list above

First aid provisions |
Fire extinguishers/points

Skips/waste removal |
Scaffolding

Alterations to scaffold
Hoisting

Misc plant

Crane

Temporary services

Temporary water and electric

Insurances
General labour

Final clean

PRELIMS & MANAGEMENT TOTAL

you can see that your desire for a speedy
response may well be thwarted by the con-
tractors being too busy, too pressured or
simply not interested if you place an unre-
alistic timescale on the pricing process.

It helps when putting a timescale on the
tendering stage to think about the process
the contractor is undertaking.

They will take receipt of the documen-
tation, and appraise the nature and scope
of the documents — are they easy to
understand, are any areas open to exces-
sive interpretation or assumption, etc?
The documents are then ‘'marked up’, or
put into packages (materials enquiries,



mechanical and electrical works, windows,
roofing, for instance) to be sent to their
specialist subcontractors. When these are
sent out, the clock starts ticking — not only
is the contractor working within your time-
frame, but their supply chain also needs
time to do its specialist pricing. While we
all assume that our job is the only thing
in contractors’ minds, this does not take
into account the five other tenders and
the actual projects each are working on
at the same time.

Once these prices are back and the con-
tractor has measured and understood all
their direct works, they will collate the
price. In reality, therefore, it would seem
almost impossible to do all this in under a
month, yet we all persist in thinking that
we can get tenders back in a week.

In reality, | would caution against setting
too short a timescale — the main response
you will get is a polite letter declining the
opportunity to price your work. Be realistic
and speak to your contractors prior to
sending out enquiries, find out their time
concerns, and set a tender return period
accordingly. Anything less than three
weeks is, in my view, inviting a sloppy heav-
ily caveated tender return that will then
require four more weeks of negotiation
and interrogation to get right. It's better to
have a realistic tender period and serious
credible estimates back as a consequence.

Another useful piece of advice — don't
send out for tender at the beginning of
August. You will probably get all your
enquiries returned unpriced while every-
one is on holiday.

Halfway through the tender period,
speak to each of the contractors to see
how they are getting on and if they need
anything else. Remember, personal buy-in
gets results!

ADVICE PREPARING TENDER DOCUMENTS

ANALYSING TENDER RETURNS

Hopefully you will receive back the ten-
ders requested from your contractors.
The first instinct is to look at the bottom-
line number and base your reaction and
understanding of the job entirely on this.
However, this can give rise to unfair com-
parisons and unrealistic expectations of
the price you will end up paying, and can
be a false indicator of the true cost.

When looking properly at your ten-
der returns, it makes sense to create a
spreadsheet to compare each price. You
can take the contract sum analysis that
your contractors will have completed,
and use this as a basis for accurate com-
parison. Essentially, you enter into the
sheet the list of work headings on the
left-hand column, and then create a col-
umn for each tenderer, entering in the
broken-down prices. Immediately you
will be able to understand exactly how
different contractors have apportioned
costs, see any omitted items and any areas
of immediate concern. Typical things to
look for include:

@ Front-loaded prices: The overall cost
of the works may be as expected, but
when carrying out this analysis you notice
that one contractor has a much higher
cost for foundations than the others, and
decorations are a lot cheaper. Why? Well,
this can be a tactic whereby the contrac-
tor is hedging their bets against the typical
problems found on site — when issues
arise during the excavations, any extra
costs will generally be proportional to the
amounts allowed in the tender, which if
artificially inflated, may bring in additional
profits. Equally, when you have had a lot
of additional costs early on, as a client

you will be keen to save money, and the
decorations are a simple DIY task in the
main. Omitting these from your contrac-
tor to save money takes away some of
their anticipated profits. Therefore, if they
have deflated these costs they may well
be looking to hedge against this. Call me
cynical, but | have certainly seen this on
many occasions.

@® Omissions to the prices: Once
scheduled out and compared, you can
look at the items that may not be includ-
ed. To get a full comparison between your
tenderers, you will need to ‘plug’ those
missing items back in with an allowance
commensurate with the other contractors
to get a comparable price.

® Provisional allowances: PC (prime
cost — denoting items that have yet to
be finalised) and provisional sums need
to be identified and considered. If the
contractors have made certain items pro-
visional, you heed to check that they have
allowed the same amount of money for
a true comparison between them at this
stage. Therefore, if necessary ‘plug’ the
same provisional sum into all the tenders.

The aim is to get a level playing field
where each bid has been understood and
balanced with the others to get a true
picture of the costs. At this point, you can
now better appreciate the likely costs of
the work, and select those contractors
who you wish to engage with further —
normally the lowest two. You will then
be able to ‘interview’ them further about
their bids — flush out the items you think
are limited, and try to get them to firm
up the provisional sums by agreeing to
fixed prices for these items so that you are
ensuring that all the ‘known unknowns’
are established, interrogated and pro-
cessed. You are now ready to start... (H)

“Your goal is to get a price that is comprehensive,
realistic and comparable with the rest of the market
to understand if you are getting best value”
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TorFloor
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underfloor heating system

e Independently tested

e Replaces the floor deck

e Perfect for refurbishments & new-builds
e Fast warm-up

e High heat outputs

e Easy to install

e Suitable with heat pumps

TORFLOOR PANEL
12mm PIPE

PRE-BONDED FOIL DIFFUSER STRIPS

A structural floor and
heating system in one

lorFloor is a pre-routed underfloor heating panel with
multi-directional pipe channels and heat diffuser strips.
Designed for easy installation and the perfect partner
for OMNIE ground and air source heat pumps.

Ground & Air Source Heat Pumps e Underfloor Heating Systems e Mechanical Ventilation & Heat Recovery
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ADVICE PREPARING TENDER DOCUMENTS |

By Post and Email |

XYZ Builders Limited |
Unit 1, Industrial Park

Nowhere Drive

County |
ABl1 2YZ

For the attention of:
My Ref: |
DD MM YY

Dear Sirs |
RE: Project name, address and postcode |
Further to our telephone call and subsequent emails, I invite you to tender for the above. |

I enclose the following tender documents to enable you to submit a bona-fide tender: |
® Employer’s requirements

® Preliminaries |
® Drawings, specifications and other tender information noted

® Form of tender |
® Template for contract sum analysis

® Planning permission and subsequent conditions

Please note:

The building contract will be used. |
The employer shall not be bound to accept the lowest or any tender which he may receive.

Neither will the employer be responsible for any cost incurred in the preparation of any |
tender nor for any costs or expenses incurred in submitting a tender.

Please note that your tender is to be returned to the above address as agreed |
no later than 5pm on DD MM YY.

Please note that the following documents are to be submitted with the tender:

® Completed form of tender |
® Completed contract sum analysis

® Any qualifications and clarifications |
® Provisional programime indicating anticipated start on site date as well as contract period

® Details of emnployers’ and public liability insurance, and contractors’ all risks insurance |
® Reference(s) from previous clients or consultants

® Details of similar previous projects

® Key personnel who will likely be involved in the scheme |
® Key subcontractors used

If you have any queries or would like to arrange your site visit, please contact
(tel: ) in the first instance. |

Yours faithfully, |

MY NAME HERE |
Myname.mysurname@abcd.co.uk

Enc: Tender documents |
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How to Avoid Disputes
with Your Builder

It's many a self-builder and renovator’'s worst fear when embarking on a project —
falling out with the builder. So how do you minimise the risk of a dispute, and what
can be done if a dispute does arise? Construction solicitor Chris Reeves explains all

CHRIS REEVES

A construction solicitor and
chartered building consultant,
Chris also acts as a specialist
mediator in construction disputes

THE QUICK READ

»+ A contract, setting out the terms of the project, together
with a robust set of plans and specification documents, is
essential to minimise the risk of disputes arising in any project

»+ Mediation (where a settlement is reached with the aid of

a mediator) and adjudication (where a decision is made by an
appointed adjudicator) are forms of alternative dispute resolu-
tion — representing cost-effective routes to resolving a dispute

y builder pulled off site around six weeks

ago.” These were the opening words of one

homeowner who visited me at the Advice

Centre during the National Homebuilding

& Renovating Show last year. “He has not

finished the plastering or even started the
kitchen or bathroom. He says | owe him a lot of money and
just provided me with a list of extras that he says must be paid
for before he comes back. The work has taken ages and | am
not happy with some of the work done. | am really worried
that we will not be able to move back into our house on time.
| rented somewhere just as a temporary measure but the ten-
ancy comes to an end in three weeks’ time. The whole thing is
a nightmare. Can you help, Chris?”

My curiosity got the better of me and as | heard the story
unfold | couldn’t help but wonder about the homeowner's ex-
perience, which is all too familiar: was the homeowner the
victim of a ‘cowboy’ builder or was the builder the victim of

a 'difficult’ customer? Was the homeowner heading for the =+
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DOSSIER AVOIDING DISPUTES WITH BUILDERS

same fate that befell Mr and Mrs Bullard — the homeowners
from Bournemouth who fell out with their builder, Mr Burchell,
over his bill for £13,540.99? The squabbling parties managed
to spend £135,000 on their lawyers and at the end of the case
the builder ‘won’ £5,000. No wonder the judge referred to the
case as "horrific”.

Building disputes have a habit of getting bad tempered in no
time at all. After all, the necessary ingredients are often there:
a homeowner who, in all likelihood, invested a small fortune
in work to their home and expects the work to be completed
to a top-notch standard, on time and costing as little as pos-
sible. Meanwhile, the builder has more often than not paid his
subbies and suppliers as well as committing himself to other
projects once this one is out the way. Add to the mix the in-
escapable feeling that the other party should not ‘get away
with it and you can begin to see why a dispute can escalate.

But back to the Burchell v Bullard case. A horror indeed, but
then neither party made any offers to settle along the way.
Was it because the builder was convinced he was owed his
money, and were the homeowners convinced that there were
very good reasons not to pay it? There were better ways they
could have tried to resolve the situation, but more on this later,
as we return to the Advice Centre stand.

"Why has this happened, Chris?”

"What did | do wrong?”

“If | could go back to the start then how could | have done
things differently to avoid this nightmare?”

These are all very good questions, so let's look at some of
the key factors in this particular homeowner’s case and then
I'll offer some tips on minimising the risk of a dispute arising
prior to work starting on site.

The Importance of Contracts

The homeowner in question didn't have a contract. They had
outline plans — the plans that are used for planning permis-
sion and are not much good for anything else, certainly not
the building work. They also had some emails but nothing that
was particularly useful. One email from the builder informed
the homeowner what he wanted paying for the job, but gave
no indication as to how the price was arrived at. There was no
mention of how long the job was to take either. No one had
thought to describe the work properly.

Itis rare to find a single document that sets out what the par-
ties have signed up to. | like contracts, but then | am a solicitor.
| like them as it speeds things up from my point of view; | do
not have to go hunting through emails and scribbled notes, or
spend ages with the client taking down a detailed account of
what was agreed verbally. In other words, a contract can help
to keep a client’s legal costs down if a dispute arises.

A contract should also make my advice more robust. Solici-
tors often say ‘but on the other hand’, a reflection of the un-
certainties of the contract as the picture is not always as clear
as we would like it to be.

Let me give you an example: let's say there is an argument
over whether an item of work was an ‘extra’ or was to be in-
cluded in the price. The advice will depend on the detail. The
price for the concrete foundations obviously includes the ex-
cavation of the ground, but does it include carting the exca-
vated material off site? You may be convinced that excavated
material should be removed by the builder, ‘but on the other
hand’ the builder may have informed you that this would be
an extra and he would leave the spoil on site for landscaping
to save you money.

Homebuilding.co.uk | 101
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DOSSIER AVOIDING DISPUTES WITH BUILDERS

How about that list of extras? The homeowner agrees with
some, but not all. For instance, the builder wants to charge
for the lintels over the doorways he knocked through, but you
cannot understand how the work would be done safely unless
the builder was going to support the structure above it. But
the builder says he assumed the wall was studwork and it did
not need supporting; had you wanted lintels then he says you
should have put them on the plan.

And what about the time for completion of the work?
Sometimes time is not important, but sometimes it's crucial.
The homeowner at the Advice Centre informed me that one
of the main problems with the builder leaving the site was that
they needed to get back into their home as the fixed-term
tenancy on the property they had rented was up for renewal.
What if the tenancy comes to an end and the landlord has
others moving in? It is not much fun camping out in the mid-
dle of a building site so the answer may have to be that you
find temporary accommodation, possibly a bed and breakfast
or hotel. But who pays for that?

How about the quality of the door linings the builder fitted?
There is hardwood joinery in the rest of the house. However,
the builder fitted softwood linings in the extension and states
that it is unreasonable to expect him to pay for more expen-
sive joinery if not stated in the plans.

The homeowner is left with a project that is incomplete, rid-
dled with defects (and as it turns out in the case of our home-
owner at the Advice Centre, they have overpaid the builder).
There is no prospect of completion in sight and the cost to

Mediation
Mediation is an alternative
dispute resolution,
whereby a mediator
helps two parties
reach a settlement

complete is way in excess of the amount left to pay the build-
er. A contract is invaluable in minimising the risk of this hap-
pening. So how do you choose the right one for your project?

| am afraid that there is no short answer to this question, but
it is important to avoid blindly filling in the gaps to contracts
that are said to fit all. Every building project is unique in its
own way. That said, there are a number of building contracts
that come as a standard form, such as the JCT suite of con-
tracts and the RIBA Domestic Building Contract. These stand-
ard forms will cover the basics — cost, time and quality — but
need to be used in conjunction with a good set of plans, a
detailed specification and ideally a document that breaks the
price down into the component parts.

With one of the standard forms in place, however, you are
in a good position to tackle the following issues raised by our
Advice Centre homeowner:

® COST

The standard forms work on the basis of a fixed price for
a fixed amount of work. The contract means that the plans,
specification and price breakdown become contract docu-
ments that define that work.

Any work that the builder says is extra will need to be con-
sidered in the light of the information referred to in the con-
tract documents. Sometimes extra work is obvious (for ex-
ample, you agreed that the excavated material would stay on
site but then changed your mind and the material needs to be
carted away). The contract will also contain a mechanism by
which the price for genuine extra work is valued.

Al
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£ - GREEN build your home with NUDURA® ICF

1 BUILDING
P COUNCIL

| | Formwork
Association

5447 | Insulating
1 | Concrete

Distributor Name Telephone Website Postcodes

The Fell Partnership 01822 890251 www.thefellpartnership.co.uk  TR/PL/TQ/EX/TA/BS/DT

ICF Wales 01286 671006 www.snowdoniawindows.co.uk LL/SY

ICF Supplies 01268 542748 www.icfsuppliesltd.co.uk TN/CT/ME/SS/AL/LU/OX/HP/MK/SG/CM/CO/CB/IP/NR/PE/NN/CV/BR/DA/
RM/SE/IG/E/EC/N/EN/WD/HA

Landmarks UK 01652 640001 www.landmarksukltd.co.uk LE/LN/NG/DN/HU/YO/WEF/LS/HG

ICF Scotland 01506 240279 www.icf.scot DL/TS/SR/DH/NE/TD/DG/KA/ML/EH/G/KY/FK/PA/DD/AB/PH/IVIKW/ZE/HS

ICF Direct 01373 463508 www.icfdirect.co.uk DT/BH/BA/SP/SN/BS/GL/HR

ICF Cardiff 07921 453519 www.icfcardiffltd.com SA/CF/NP/LD

Island Timber & Building Merchants 01624 827338 www.islandtimber.co.uk FY/PR/BB/BD/LA/CA/IM/BT

Newbuild-Solutions 01909 568377 www.newbuild-solutions.com  DY/WR/B/WS/WV/TF/ST/DE/CH/CW/SK/WA/L/WN/BL/OL/HD/HX

ICF Southern 01903 744440 www.icfsouthern.co.uk SO/PO/BN/GU/RH/RG/SL/KT/CR/SM/SW/UB/W/WC/TW
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DOSSIER AVOIDING DISPUTES WITH BUILDERS

“Standard contract forms will cover the basics — cost, time and
quality — but need to be used in conjunction with a good set of
plans, a detailed specification and ideally a document that breaks
the price down into the component parts”

® TIME

Most standard forms will record the date the work can com-
mence and the date by which it needs to be completed. In the
event the builder runs over, there is usually a pre-agreed rate
of ‘'liquidated damages’, which is an estimate of the loss the
homeowner is likely to suffer if the work is late. You remem-
ber the risk of having to find a hotel? The rate of liquidated
damages could reflect this and once the rate is agreed in the
contract then the parties will usually be stuck with it. If there is
extra work then the completion date will be put back to reflect
this, or at least the date from which liquidated damages apply.
The contract should also set out a mechanism for how the
extra time is calculated.

® QUALITY

A robust contract will state that the work has to be car-
ried out in a good and workmanlike manner in accordance
with the contract documents (the specification is the likely
place for a description of the standard and the type of work
required). Remember the problem with the softwood door
linings? A robust specification will make it clear that the door
linings needed to be in hardwood and may include a require-
ment to match the existing if that's what is needed. Many of
the standard forms also contain a mechanism for notifying the
builder of defects and giving the builder an opportunity to put
things right at his own cost.

Using Mediation and Adjudication
to Avoid Costly Court Battles
But what if there are disputes about the amount of the extras
and delays to the project despite a standard form of contract
being in place. Perhaps Mr and Mrs Bullard had a contract?
How can you avoid the time and expense of court proceed-
ings? Can the contract help with this? Many of the standard
forms are helpful when it comes to dispute resolution. The
JCT contract (and most other standard forms for that matter)
requires the parties to consider whether the dispute is suit-
able for mediation. If that fails, then the contract contains a
method of speedy alternative dispute resolution called adju-
dication. Let’'s have a quick look at both those alternatives:

® MEDIATION

In simple terms mediation involves two rooms, an inde-
pendent mediator and confidentiality. Each party has a room
and the mediator shuttles back and forth with the task of
helping the parties come to a voluntary and binding settle-
ment. The process is confidential so you can say what you like
without fear that someone will take a note and then tell the

judge. In Burchell's case, the judge said that a small building
dispute is ‘par excellence’ the kind of dispute which lends itself
to mediation. | have acted as mediator on all kinds of building
disputes and the overall impression | have formed is that the
parties are more often than not relieved that they have the
opportunity to try and settle. The earlier the mediation takes
place the better, to avoid the mediator having to mediate over
costs as well as the real issues. A skilled mediator and two par-
ties willing to compromise will lead to a successful outcome.

® ADJUDICATION

This is a formal process of determination which takes 28
days from start to finish, including a meeting with the adjudi-
cator if necessary. Adjudication is not a court proceeding, but
the decision will be enforceable through the courts if neces-
sary. Adjudicators are drawn from industry and include quan-
tity surveyors, architects, engineers and lawyers. Many of the
adjudications | have acted in have come about as one of the
parties wanted a speedy decision. However, a referral to adju-
dication can leave the other party feeling that the relationship
has broken down, whereas the process of mediation lends it-
self to keeping the relationship going.

In Conclusion

Clearly, a contract will help you. Remember also that in this
day of emails and social media there is no end of communi-
cation that you may find ends up as a page in the trial bun-
dle. So you will want to ensure that all your communications
are capable of being read at a later date by someone who is
trying to get to the bottom of a dispute. There are other key
documents that are equally important, such as a site diary that
should record the people on site, a rough outline of what they
were doing and any particular matters of interest.

Opt for a standard form of contract but do consider how
you need to amend it to suit your own particular project and
unique set of circumstances. It is a good idea to get advice on
the form most suited to your project and the advice will often
come from your architect or other professional overseeing
the project. You may also feel that you would benefit from
the advice of a solicitor who specialises in construction law to
give you that extra piece of mind.

If you do find yourself in a situation similar to the home-
owner visiting the Advice Centre, | recommend you turn to
a specialist construction solicitor as soon as possible. Early
advice can pay dividends rather than letting matters get com-
pletely out of hand and turning to a solicitor only when the
claim form lands through your letterbox. @



ADVERTORIAL

Style your Home this

Summer with Cedral

Now that warmer and lighter months are here, homeowners
have the perfect opportunity to transform their property
with this innovative cladding solution from Marley Eternit

arley Eternit's Cedral

fibre cement weath-

erboard range is an

easy to install cladding

material that allows

homeowners to quickly
and easily renovate the exterior of their
property.

An alternative to timber and PVCu
cladding, Cedral has the visual appeal of
natural timber, while providing low main-
tenance and long lasting durability, sav-
ing homeowners valuable time.

Cedral is easy to install, making it an
attractive renovation solution for home-
owners looking to make their mark on
their property. The material's easy instal-
lation properties means that on average
two installers can completely clad a de-
tached property in approximately three
days dependant on project size. The
material offers an instant refurbishment
solution that can be installed on top of
existing building materials, which also
allows homeowners the opportunity of
improving the thermal efficiency of their
home.

Available in two applications, Cedral
Click (shown right) is the UK's first and
only fibre cement, flush fitting tongue
and groove weatherboard product,
which is fitted with a simple ‘Click Clip In-
stallation System’ that creates a modern
and contemporary flat finish. Cedral Lap,
meanwhile, creates a traditional weath-
erboard aesthetic for homes and is in-
stalled in a similar way to timber. Home-
owners can create either a contemporary
or traditional home exterior with Cedral
and, with a wide range of colours avail-
able, can quickly and easily add personal-
ity to their property this summer.

For more information on Cedral, visit
cedral.co.uk @

The Cedral weatherboard
range offers a choice of visually
striking and low maintenance
solutions to home renovation
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Specialist advice
Largest local independent tile supplier
Wall, flocr, mosaic & stone displays E g
Full accessories 3

Complete bathrooms
* Delivery service

e,

V :,11 |‘|L irest stoves stoc

01484 68763‘}

Renewable
Energy Systems

Design from conception of the project combining the systems
to produce an integrated solution.

All aspects of the materials and the installation supplied
or organised to give a SWITCH-ON install.

Complete documentation service and support for
Microgeneration Certification Scheme, RHI & FIT claims.

® Air Source Heat Pumps H
® Ground Source Heat Pumps S
® Photovoltaic Electric

“Paul took us through the whole process of sourcing, installing and () SOIar Therm a| Wa-ter Heating e

commissioning our Open-Loop Viessmann Ground Source Heat

Pump and EnPHASE Solar PV with great care and attention. o B | 0O-mass BO| | ers

To the lay - person the technologies can appear daunting but Paul’s

obvious technical knowledge reassured us throughout. He is en h ase I

always on the end of the phone to answer any questions. [9] ENERGY ey Pa Ul Broo kS

We would definitely recommend A.ztec Eng"ineering Ltd for all VIEEMANN Q 077 48 603 407

your renewable energy system requirements.
Rupert and Linz SAMSUNG — ase1@outlook.com

www.aztecsolarengineeringltd.co.uk







PROJECT NOTES

Project: Self-build
Location: Suffolk

Build time: Sep
2014 — Jun 2015

Size: 275m?

Plot cost:
Already owned

Build cost:
£610,000
(£2,218/m?)

Value:
£1.2million
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Rear Elevation

The combination of large, south-facing.
glazed areas-and afull-width veranda
mean Rupert and Lindsay are able to
enjoy their new home all year round

THE QUICK READ

»+ Rupert and Lindsay Osborne undertook a lengthy and stressful
planning battle in order to gain permission to build within the
garden of their existing 17th-century home

»* They chose an oak-framed design from Oakwrights and have
combined the traditional design with contemporary features

»+ Open plan spaces and large areas of glazing — not to
mention a breathtaking staircase design — are the main
features of this ‘forever home’

hile prepared for some level of compro-

mise and patience when submitting plans

for their new home, not even Lindsay

and Rupert Osborne could have imag-

ined that this was a process that would

take a gruelling seven years to resolve.
'The plot they had set out to gain planning permission on formed
part of the garden of their existing home, a beautiful — yet expensive
to run — country merchants home built in 1650.

“We had decided that we wanted to downsize, we both have a
real interest in design and we also wanted the chance to use more
modern technology in our home — plus this was our way of leaving
a legacy,” explains Rupert.

Overcoming a Planning Battle

Their existing home sat on two acres of land and plans were sub-
mitted to build a new property some 100 yards from their old
house. Despite the plot forming part of their existing garden, it
was considered by the planners to be outside the village boundary
— and so the battle began.

Having come across Oakwrights at a Homebuilding & Reno-
vating Show in 2007, they visited the company’s showhome in
Herefordshire, and were subsequently introduced to architectural
designer Pete Tonks. Plans were drawn up for an oak-framed home
on the garden plot, but were turned down flat. In 2008 Rupert and
Lindsay submitted a planning appeal but were once again turned
down. “We decided to leave it,” explains Lindsay. “Then after five
years, planning rules changed under the new government and we
put forward a sustainable proposal for the new house — which
would effectively be a ‘nil-bill’ home.”

“The planners couldn’t really turn it down,” continues Rupert.
“Permission was finally granted in January 2014.”
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Central Staircase

The striking staircase, designed by Lindsay,
is made from steel, glass and granite and
dominates the central area of the house.
It leads up to a mezzanine-style landing
which overlooks the double-height dining
space with its stunning garden views
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Above and Opposite:
Family Spaces

The dining space is filled with
light, thanks to the impressive
double-height glazed gable
end. A galleried landing to

the bedrooms on the first
floor offers far-reaching views
over the two-acre plot

Opposite, Below: Veranda
A generous veranda allows
the couple, both landscape
gardeners, to enjoy the
outdoors all year round




e

AT | W REY
vermamml b
L TRl T e

“Although we loved our old house, we were keen that our new
house was easier to run and look after,” explains Lindsay. “Oak-
wrights seemed to be able to offer this, as well as a traditional look.”

Lindsay and Rupert sold their house to release funds and rented a
bungalow opposite the plot, meaning they were able to visit the site
every day. Work began on site in September 2014, with Oakwrights
acting as main contractors and using local trades where possible.

A design was developed, involving Pete Tonks and Oakwrights
— although Rupert and Lindsay already had a very clear idea of
the house they wanted. “We had so long to plan everything and
had researched every single thing really thoroughly,” explains
Lindsay. “We knew exactly what we wanted and just had to fit it
in with the oak frame.”

A Link to Outside

One of the priorities for the couple, who are both landscape gar-
deners, was that they could enjoy the garden all year round. With
this in mind, the veranda, created by large overhanging eaves that
run the width of the house at the rear, plays a big role in the design
of the house, plus the layout internally was designed to maximise
solar gain — huge areas of glazing, all largely south-facing, flood
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

Above Left to Right:

First Floor Spaces

On the first floor are three bedrooms
and bathrooms — two en suite.

Oak beams and vaulted ceilings

add character and interest, while

the couple’s antique furniture and
contemporary flooring, fuss-free
shutters at the windows and expanses
of glazing work harmoniously together

Left: Sociable Kitchen

Pale flush units with stainless steel
handles — to echo the steel staircase —
sit alongside a Total Control AGA. A
minimalist island, complete with
boiling water tap and waste disposal,
is flanked by a timber breakfast bar
section and antique chairs

the interiors with a clear, natural light. “We wanted the house
to be really easy to live in and open — for it to feel really light,”
explains Lindsay.

A Traditional Home with Modern-Day Features

Oakwrights began work on the new oak frame, which was con-
structed off-site in around six weeks, while groundworks were
put in place on site. Two boreholes were dug, which now pump
water up from the ground at 11°C before passing through a heat
exchanger in order to heat the wet underfloor heating system that
operates on both the ground and first floor of the new house. The
hot water is also heated by an open loop ground-source heat pump.

“In the summer, the heat pump can be turned off,” explains
Rupert. “We have 16 solar panels tucked discreetly away in a sunny
corner of the garden and these heat the water.” The couple receive
financial rewards, in the form of the Renewable Heat Incentive,
from the government for running the heat pump.

A separate borehole was dug to provide filtered and softened
domestic water, so Rupert and Lindsay have no water rates to worry
about. In addition, a Klargester BioDisc is used to treat waste water
and only has to be emptied every four to five years.

Building in Oak Frame Home

When the frame arrived on site, it took just five days to erect, with
only four men and the designer. “More than 1,000 wooden pegs
were used to secure the oak frame,” enthuses Rupert. “No steel —all
oak. It was so important to get everything just right. We realised
just how important 10mm can be with oak frame. The house is
18m wide by 14m and the oak frame had to sit within 10mm of
the foundations.”

Living opposite the site while the building work took place was
hugely important to the couple. “I have no idea how you couldn’t
be on site every day,” says Rupert.

While the oak frame building has been clad in oak weatherboard-
ing and finished with traditional handmade clay tiles, finer details
such as copper rainwater goods and grey aluminium windows and
doors ensure the whole design has a contemporary edge.

Internally, a similar blending of traditional and modern design
elements has been employed. A stunning central staircase made
from steel, granite and glass and weighing around 1.6 tonnes takes
centre stage, with the glass keeping the whole thing from dominat-
ing the space and allowing light to flow through. “It is more like
a work of art,” says Lindsay. “It was made by a young guy with his
own forge and was his first staircase.”

The kitchen was designed to be a sociable, open space. “We
wanted a very linear kitchen that was unfussy,” says Lindsay. “The
kitchen is fantastic and sociable — my daughter says it is like
cooking on Masterchef”

To meet the couple’s future needs, the master bedroom has been
located on the ground floor should the need arise for Rupert and
Lindsay to live on one level. “This is our forever home,” says Rupert.

“Yes, we went over budget, but for us this is a one-off experience.” @ =
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

TheProjec

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER’S VIEW

This project was always going to be a challenge in terms of planning permission, as the land sat outside the vil-
lage development boundary and was also in close proximity to listed buildings. Our perseverance paid off in the
end, though, as we were able to shape and mould the scheme in line with changes to local planning policy and
also relevant guidance as set out in the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework). My design vision remained
as it did from day one, which was to create a contemporary interpretation of a simple barn form that blended

into the landscape. Add to this Rupert and Lindsay’s eco-vision and the Oakwrights’ structural oak frame and

Pete Tonks
Architectural
Designer
En
Bedroom suite
Utility
f) Entrance
L hall :
WC
Kitchen Living
Room
Dining

Ground Floor

En En
suite suite

Bedroom Bedroom

_J Gallery
Void

First Floor

natural encapsulation system, and we have a stunning overall end build that everyone is extremely proud of.

SELECTED COSTS

Preliminaries.........ccccooeveevvcivinen. £18,000
Foundations............cccocooveeveicccnnn, £47,818
Superstructure..........cccoeeveeeriiennn, £58,935
Structural work........cocooiiiiiiie £20,000
Windows and rooflights.................. £14,400
ROOF ..o £26,400
Drainage....c.ococoeoivieiiienceeeen, £6,500
Internal walls and ceilings.............. £41,096
TradeS. .o £32,500
Heating......ccoov i, £16,286
DOOIS .o £9,600
FLOOING. ..o £22,360
Decoration........cccccovevveiieiecceee, £12,600

SUPPLIERS

Architectural designer PJT Design
.................................................... pjtdesign.co.uk
Main contractor Oakwrights ..........................
....................................................... 01432 353353
Groundworks, drainage and hard
landscaping Almond Construction ..............

........................................................ 01638 717136
Boreholes and domestic water filtration
Pumps & Filtration ................ 0800 084 2731

General building materials Ridgeons ..........
...................................................... ridgeons.co.uk
Bricklayers Sebastian Brickwork ....................
...................................................... 01638 668941
Block and beam floor Floorspan ..................

....................................................... 01945 476161
Flo-screen and underfloor heating
Co-Dunkall ... 01953 488224

Windows Black Pig Frame Finishing .............
.......................................................... blackpig.me
Rooflights Fakro ........................ fakro.co.uk

All other windows and doors Olsen Doors
& WIiNdOWS .......ccovvviecie, 01777 874510
Roof peg tiles and plinth bricks Traditional
Brick & Stone ... 01889 574466
Roofing contractor Excel Roofing ...............
...................................................... 01543 433289
Guttering Coppa Gutta ......... 01489 797774
Internal carpentry Graham White Joinery
...................................................... 01223 880387
Internal doors UK Oak Doors ..........cccceeee.
................................................ ukoakdoors.co.uk
Electrical contractor Avocet Electrical
Technology .....coevvicvnenenn. 01638 780033
Plumbing DWA Plumbing ....01638 712416
Plastering The Cambridge Plasterer ............
...................................................... 01638 490425
Porcelain floor tiles Abbeygate Ceramics ..
....................................................... 01284 752567
Staircase Gedding Mill ........... 01449 736301
Renewables Viessman ........ viessman.co.uk

Ventilation and heat recovery Systemair ...
..................................................... 0121 322 0200
Solar panels Aztec Solar Engineering ..........
...................................................... 01394 383242
Internal shutters Sunrise Blinds .....................
....................................................... 01638 781881
Kitchen Harvey Jones .....harveyjones.com
Sanitaryware Kartell by Laufen supplied by
Abbeygate ..o 01284 752567
Sewerage treatment plant Klargester
BiODISC ..o klargester.com
Oak frame cleaning Prestige Finishes ..........
...................................................... 07936 936694
Wallpaper and murals Zoffany .....................
.......................................................... zoffany.com
Surface View ... surfaceview.co.uk
Automatic security gates MF Everitt
Engineering ........ccccoovevvieen. 01284 704186
Security system Chubb Fire & Security .......
.......................................................... chubb.co.uk
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eeping it Simple

Louisa and Simon Cohn have replaced a derelict property
with an award-winning contemporary home that
blends in beautifully with its rural setting

Words: Natasha Brinsmead
Photography: c/o Adrian James Architects
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s, S PROJECTNOTES

| Project: Self-build =es=SaeE

Location:
Oxfordshire

Build time:
Oct 2011
— Mar 2014

Size: 230m?

Plot cost:
£310,000

Build cost:
£500,000
(E2,174/m?)

Value:
f1.1million
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THE QUICK READ

»* Louisa and Simon Cohn have built
a striking, contemporary home on an
awkward site in the green belt

»+ A basement level and flat roof have
been included to get the very most out
of the footprint, which was restricted
to the size of a derelict bungalow

that stood on the site

»+ The house is equipped with an
impressive number of eco-friendly
features, which results in low energy
bills for the young family

HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD

ith its startlingly simple form, pleasing

sense of symmetry and obvious references

to the agricultural buildings that lie close

by, it is not hard to see why Louisa and

Simon Cohn’s new home has received

numerous architectural and design awards
since its completion in 2014.

“We were living in my house — a new three bedroom terrace with
little character — in Oxford when we saw the plot,” says Louisa.
“We were both keen on the idea of building from scratch, and
Simon had built before. When we heard that the sale on this plot
had fallen through, we just jumped in there.”

The plot came with planning permission for a three-bed chalet
bungalow — but Louisa and Simon were keen to make some
changes to increase the amount of liveable space and introduce
their own design ideas.

A New Contemporary Design
“We had been keeping a file of what we liked which we just handed
over to the architect and then we worked together to achieve a
design we were happy with,” says Louisa. The architect in question
was Adrian James, who is local to the Oxfordshire area, and whose
designs had previously caught Louisa and Simon’s attention.
Restrictions on the site, which falls within the green belt, meant
that the roof height of the new house could be no higher than the
neighbouring house, plus the new footprint could be no larger
than the run-down bungalow that the new house was to replace.

Despite the restrictions, planning approval for their revised plans »»
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD

were approved first time with no amendments — something that
] was no doubt helped by the number of renewables that have been
' ; included in the new house.
g , 'The design that Adrian James came up with was for a very stripped
Q’ down, simple house. “The design was for an easily buildable form
focused on creating an extremely efficient envelope,” he explains.
“The simple cuboid form meant the house could go right up to
the allowable height with occupied space. None of the height was
wasted on a pitched roof.” The front elevation of the house was
designed to cantilever just a short distance over a concrete wall,
to provide a sense of movement and drama, and a basement was
included to offer more liveable space. The design also features a
flat roof, both as a way of maximising internal space and avoiding
dormer windows, which Simon dislikes.

The Build

The plot is heavily sloping and this, along with the requirement
for a basement, meant that some hefty ground excavation had to
take place before the build could begin. “Excavation vehicles were
unable to access the area to be dug out because of an awkwardly
positioned overhead power line and the fact that the new house
sits higher than the driveway,” says Louisa. “The power line had
to be submerged into the ground, which meant that the power in
the village had to be off for a whole day.”

And just to throw a little more challenge into the project, Louisa
and Simon’s son, Miles, now three-and-a-half, was born mid-way
through the build. Still, the couple visited the site when they could.
“We couldn't visit the site every day, but we aimed to be on site
much more during the second fix stage,” she says.

Once the basement had been dug out and tanked, a flat-packed
SIP (structural insulated panel) system was used to construct the
basic form of the house, with the couple opting for an airtight
membrane within the SIP envelope to increase the energy efficiency
of the finished building. The house has some other impressive
eco credentials, including a mechanical ventilation heat recovery
system, an air-source heat pump and an Ecocent hot water system.
“We love the way the house works,” says Louisa. “We don't have
gas here, so everything is electric, but our bills are still no higher
than when we lived in the three bedroom terraced house — and
grants really helped with the painful upfront costs of some of the
eco-friendly features.”

Open Plan Spaces

The ground floor space is open plan, with the
exception of a home office, WC and larder. In the
kitchen, a palette of grey and white enhances the
feeling of light even further in this area, while an
engineered oak flooring has been used throughout




BUILDING A PASSIVHAUS
- WITH H+HCELCON BLOCKS

ith retirement
looming and
big energy
bills from their
Victorian-era
home, Mr and
Mrs Young decided to pursue an ambi-
tious self-build project. To meet their de-
mands for an ultra-efficient Passivhaus,
H+H's Aircrete Blocks were the building
material of choice on this project.
Compared to a timber frame solu-
tion, H+H products allow for a faster

build process, enhanced stability and
provide better thermal mass allowing for
Passivhaus-level efficiency. Additionally,
using aircrete for the external walls fur-
ther improves thermal mass to help keep
temperatures stable inside the building.

With the close dimensional tolerance
of aircrete, blockwork fits together snug-
ly, which in turn creates the airtightness
necessary for Passivhaus. In this case,
the bungalow’s construction took 28
weeks — with the inner shell erected in
just three weeks.

ADVERTORIAL

The Young family were thrilled by aes-
thetics as well as efficiency of their new
home. “We were primarily driven by the
desire to reduce our own energy con-
sumption,” say Mr and Mrs Young. "We
have downsized, but with the slopes and
curves in every room we are comfortable
and content.”

For further information about how H+H
can assist in creating your dream home
visit hhcelcon.co.uk, follow H+H on Twit-
ter @celconblocks, or check out the H+H
Facebook page and YouTube channel. (H)

SiPS UK

making building simple ‘ N

P—

Manufactures of structural insulated panels
Garden Buildings ® Extensions
Houses ® Flats ® Schools ® Hotels




Rear Elevation
The cedar cladding from Vincent Timber is
weathering beautifully, while the first floor
sliding doors mirror the openings below

Delicate Details

The folded plate staircase leads up
to the first floor and down to the
basement which houses a guest suite/
home cinema, utility.and plant room

-

\

e o

Investing in the Finish

Materials were chosen for their simplicity as well as their ability
to merge with the surrounding countryside. “We looked at vari-
ous claddings for the exterior,” says Louisa. “In the end we chose
cedar, although we did really like the idea of a material called
Plato. It is oven baked and particularly hard wearing, but it is also
phenomenally expensive.”

Composite timber and aluminium windows were chosen and
have been painted dark green — a refreshing change from the
ubiquitous dark grey we have all become accustomed to. On the
first floor, the full-height sliding doors in each of the four bedrooms
have been designed to mirror those on the ground floor, while glass
balustrades act as a barrier.

Internally, the largely open plan layout is brimming with natu-
ral light, thanks to the huge glazed openings which form such a
definitive part of the design — the largest of which opens out from
the kitchen/dining/living space into the garden and required a
substantial steel beam to be placed within the frame of the building.

This open plan area is presided over by a super sleek kitchen
consisting of a bank of white gloss units and a grey island featur-
ing a Corian worktop with a built-in hob. “I have always wanted a
larder,” says Louisa, “and this has been hidden away behind a flush
door at one end of the kitchen.”

The elegant folded plate staircase behind a glass balustrade leads
off to the basement, which provides valuable utility and plant space,
as well as a guest bedroom/home cinema room. “We went around
20 per cent over our budget, but we didn’t compromise on quality,”
says Louisa. “I'd advise others to never compromise on the structure

and finishes — it really does pay to get the best quality you can.
Oh, and don’t have a baby halfway through!” (H]
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we are kl0eber

in timber, aluminium & composite

Thank you to our customers, staff, suppliers
and associates, here’s to the next 10 years!

Uisit our showrooms in Londor, Combridgeshire
ond BucKirghamshire, see website for detoils

telephone: 01487 740044
info@kloeber.co.uk
www.kloeber.co.uk

P4 NELAND FURNITURE LTD

100% solid wood kitchens — no MDF, chipboard or ply
Dovetail jointed drawers — mortise and tenon joints for carcases

Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans

Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions

Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly

Straightforward, easy to understand costing — prices include VAT & delivery
Primed, or primed and painted units can now be provided

P*NELAND is a privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years. We believe in
listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design
combines well planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our clients are often surprised how all this
can be achieved at such a reasonable cost.

Visit our website; www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquiries@pineland.co.uk or call our offices:

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE 01299 271143
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 01606 41292

PHeritage Clay Tiles Lt

Begrerdvaprs Travitions Tobaps Choices Tomorrows Hevitage
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One of UK’s leading supplier of high quality handmade
and handcrafted clay roof tiles, peg tiles and
machine made tiles.

sales@heritagetiles.co.uk www.heritagetiles.co.uk

Head Office Minworth Depot
Aveley Depot, Stifford Road Unit 18, Maybrook Business Park
Maybrook Road, Minworth
West Midlands B76 1AL
Tel: 0121 313 1939

South Ockendon
Essex RM15 6RL
Tel: 01708 853 953




Adrian James
Architect

HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE SELF-BUILD

TheProject

ARCHITECT'S VIEW

This is a house which is all about the virtues of simplicity:
how limitations on size, appearance and budget can be
turned to an advantage. It's the KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid)
principle epitomised.

The simple cuboid form was kept plain and pure — no
popping out bays, changes of material or costly whimsi-
cal features. This simplicity is all to the good. In addressing
the planning requirements and the need for an efficient,
ecological construction, the exterior form of the house is
refreshingly simple and sweet.

The design was focused on three key exterior elements.
Cladding the building in timber gave it warmth and tactility
so it felt at ease in its setting, while having one huge open-
ing to the garden transformed the interior into a light-filled
indoor/outdoor space. Cantilevering the house over the
entrance, just a short distance, enhanced the simple shape
of the house and gave it a dynamic quality.

Inside, the focus was again on cutting any clutter or com-
plication. There are as few walls as possible — just one big
living space for the young family. The focus is on the ultra-
slim folded plate staircase as the functional highlight. (H]

Basement Ground Floor

J Shower
Bedroom & | — i
......... e | e WC
First Floor
[ z ] 3 ”__J i .;]
Bedroom Bedroom Bedroom || Master
i I bedroom
¢ e | e | [ |
Bathroom I l Landing | “
e — E/S

Living

SUPPLIERS

Architect Adrian James Architects ...............
................... adrianjames.com; 01865 203267
Main contractor Laumburn Geekie .............
......................................... lamburngeekie.co.uk
SIPs (structural insulated panels)

SIPS UK ..o 01933 353501
Windows Allan Brothers ...
............................................ allanbrothers.co.uk
IDSystems.......ccocovvvnciecinnnn. idsystems.co.uk
Kitchen Leicht from InHouse Design ..........
......................................... inhouseoxford.co.uk
Bathrooms UK Bathroom Warehouse .........
........................... ukbathroomwarehouse.com

Brassware Grohe......................... grohe.co.uk
Cedar cladding Vincent Timber ....................
....................................................... 0121772 5511

Engineered oak flooring Natural Interiors
....................................... natural-interiors.co.uk

Dining

Kitchen
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PROJECT NOTES

Project:
Extension/.
remodel

Location:
Wiltshire

Build time:
Sep 2011
— Apr 2014

Size: 225m?

House cost:

£350,000

Build cost:
£375,000
(E1,666/m?)

Value:
£850,000

Above: Original Fagade

The front elevation maintains the look of the original building
— all the work is to the rear — but it has been repointed, and
new windows and roof covering have been installed

Left, Above Top and Above Centre: Rear Extension
While the shape of the extension nods to the cottage, it

is distinctively contemporary, with vertical cedar cladding
and a zinc roof from Rheinzink. The covered outdoor
space was a key requirement of the couple’s brief
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THE QUICK READ

» Andrew and Lucy Thompson have doubled the size
of their run-down cottage with a contemporary-style
extension designed by CaSA Architects

»+ The extension complements the original, both in
terms of shape and use of materials

»+ |n addition to providing plenty of extra space, the
new extension includes flexible accommodation,
such as the glazed hallway/link that connects the
home with the outside

he cottage was run-down but we knew it had plenty

of potential,”says Lucy Thompson, as she describes

the condition of the property she bought with hus-

band Andrew. Situated in a dramatic location in

an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty near to

Longleat in Wiltshire, it had character and charm
but also, unfortunately, the less attractive traits associated with
older homes — namely, rather tight space allowances and poor
energy performance levels.

“It was crying out for an extension,” says Lucy, “but we knew
that we needed to achieve it while respecting the original cottage.
That said, we also recognised that a modern extension, sensitively
finished, could work well — and, of course, would probably better
help us achieve the space we wanted.”

Working with CaSA Architects, a Bath-based architectural
practice, the couple gained consent for a substantial gable-ended,
contemporary-style extension that went well beyond the normal
planning allowance. The simple form of the existing gable structure

to the front was replicated at the rear to provide two additional »» |




HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE EXTENSION

Glazed Hallway

The small old cottage struggled
for light, so the new extension
introduces it wherever possible
— including through this

glazed rooflight, and large
windows from Rationel




“It is a real luxury to live in a bespoke
house with such attention to detail, and
which mixes old and new in a way that

responds to our very individual lifestyle”

bedrooms at first floor level, with an open plan kitchen and dining
room below. A new entrance, stair and hall is contained within a
narrow ‘spine’ located between the two gable structures — clearly
defining the different zones within the property. “One of the best
things about the new house is its flexibility,” says Lucy. “It’s brilliant
as a party house, which incorporates the new build elements, but
we can also close it down to bring out the cosy bits of the original
house, huddled around a woodburning stove.”

Connecting Old with New
Quality natural materials are used externally, including blue lias
stone to match the cottage, as well as cedar, zinc and oak. All are
weathering to a subtle palette of different greys and sit comfort-
ably against the original cottage and within the wider landscape.
Internally, the spaces are carefully arranged to allow flexible family
living, with double doors allowing spaces to work together or in
isolation. Double-height spaces within the entrance hall provide a
dramatic sense of volume and let light flood into the adjacent spaces.
Polished concrete floors throughout the ground floor connect
these spaces, with oak joinery and flush frameless doors and cup-
boards creating a streamlined and spacious feel to the interior.
Super insulated walls and underfloor heating provide an extremely
comfortable and efficient living environment in this exposed site
— on the day of Homebuilding & Renovating’ visit to the house,
the gale force winds outside allowed us to feel pleasingly cosy and
snug inside. “We’ve managed to truly get the best of both worlds,”
says Lucy. “The home feels full of character and warmth, but we've
also got the space we wanted and feel better connected to outside.
It has become a brilliant family home.” @
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE EXTENSION

]

Far Left: Flexible Space

A spot at the far end of the hall is a great example of the
new trend for unassigned space — here it's used for sitting
and enjoying the garden, but it's also used for parties

Left and Below: Living Room
The original cottage has been restored and provides the
ultimate cosy retreat. The stove is from Clearview

Bottom Left: Old Meets New
A new hallway element provides the link between
the old cottage (left) and the extension (right)
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New Space
The new extension is mainly given over to an open kitchen and
dining space on the ground floor; the kitchen is from Wilton
Kitchens. A polished concrete floor from Lazenby provides
consistency through the spaces. The glazed link between
old and new also provides space for an informal first floor
office (below centre) with stunning views, which can also

be enjoyed from the bathroom (opposite page, below) **
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Lucy and Andrew
Thompson
Homeowners

Ground Floor
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Winter
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Living room

HOMES CONTEMPORARY-STYLE EXTENSION

TheProject

HOMEOWNERS' VIEW

We're delighted with the mix of the original traditional cottage,
with a modern interpretation of the simple gable cottage sitting
behind it, separated by a glazed ‘spine’ containing entrance,
circulation space and staircase.

The original part is cosy and soft, while the new crisp and
contemporary part, with large windows framing the wonderful
views, allows light to flood in and provides relaxed open plan
spaces that flow out into the garden. A range of quality natural
materials have been used, which have weathered to a subtle
range of grey shades that sit beautifully against the cottage
and blend into the landscape.

The very clever design allows us to always find just the right
place to enjoy the wonderful views and sunlight, whatever the
weather — from the internal glazed winter courtyard, covered
terrace or cosy snug. The layout has proved extremely flexible,
with interconnecting spaces which can be easily closed off,
and this allows us to adapt how we use the house from day
to day as well as evolve and change as our family grows up.

Itis a real luxury to live in a bespoke house with such attention
to detail, and which mixes old and new in a way that responds
to our very individual lifestyle.

First Floor

' - 4. Larder
Utility I

Dining Kitchen

| Hall

Playroom

Bedroom

Bedroom

SUPPLIERS

Architects CaSA Architects................
......................................... 01225 851871
Zinc roof Rheinzink... 01276 686725
Cedar cladding Timbersource ..........
........................................ 01373 469905
Proprietary doors and windows
Rationel ........ccccocoeein 01869 248181
Bespoke doors and windows
Oakwrights, Bath ....... 01225 430630
Wood Perfect, Salisbury...........c.c........
......................................... 01722 717964
Kitchen Wilton Kitchens & Design
......................................... 01722 743332
Polished concrete floors

Lazenby .....cccoeeveninnn, 01935 700306
Rooflights Glazing Vision ....................
........................................ 01379 658300
VeluX oo velux.co.uk
Stove Clearview.......... 01588 650401

Bathroom :

Bedroom

Landing

Bedroom

Bathroom
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The Experts in Speciality
Timber Products

When choosing a material for your project, appearance and performance are of

paramount importance. Silva Timber supply the finest selection of speciality timber
cladding, decking, fencing and roof shingle products in the UK.

Specialising in Western Red Cedar, Siberian Larch, ThermoWood® and a range of
hardwoods, the range is supported by a knowledgeable customer support team,
factory pre-finishing and fire treatment services, industry leading website, technical
specifications and downloadable BIM objects.

For the natural choice, speak to the timber cladding experts.

0151495 3111cenio s I LV A
018 95 271 300 (West London)

For more information visit: TIM B ER PRODUCTS

www.silvatimber.co.uk B (@] v Guptdca [l

?.EF.'-?'

enquiries@silvatimber.co.uk
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Burckhardt’s Glide is a unique frameless sliding
system where the frame is embedded into the
building fabric creating flush wall, ceiling and
floor detailing. Flowing transitions, clear lines
and maximum frame reduction lend a feeling of

freedom to every room. To Burckhardt function

is every bit as important as aesthetics.

e UJ-Values as low as 0.6

e 3 x 4m Sliding Doors

e 38mm Sightlines

¢ In line and glass corner joins
® 98% Glass — Frame Ratio

e Triple Glazing up to 52mm




BURCKHARDT =
QUIDE

| EXCLUSIVE TO ECOHAUS

CREATIVITY
NEEDS NO |
BOUNDARIES

BURCKHARDTS GLIDE IS A
NEW GENERATION FRAMELESS
SLIDING DOOR SYSTEM

TEL: 0800 612 6519
WEB: www.burckhardtsglide.co.uk
EMAIL: sales@burckhardtsglide.co.uk
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PROJECT NOTES

Project: Dormer
bungalow self-build

Location:
West Sussex

Build time: Sep
2010 — Mar 2012

Size: 175m?

Plot cost:
£307,000 (2009)

Build cost:
£418,000
(£2,389/m?)

Value: £950,000




HOMES TRADITIONAL-STYLE SELF-BUILD

THE QUICK READ « e were living in a five-bed Edwardian
property which we loved, but knew there
#+ Ron and Anne Skinner wanted to downsize for their retirement, were going to be many years ahead of
and bought a ramshackle asbestos bungalow on a beautiful garden repairs and maintenance to the 100-year-
site, which they planned to replace with a new home old house,” says Ron Skinner, describing
the starting point for his and wife Anne’s
#+ The low-maintenance chalet bungalow they went on to self-build journey. “When Anne and I decided to downsize, we
build has a ground floor bedroom, a first floor master bedroom began looking for a plot to build a brand new maintenance-free
and a mezzanine level designed for conversion to a third home for our retirement.”
bedroom if needed 'The couple found a prime plot just a short walk from the west
Sussex village of Lindfield, which was occupied by a 72m? pre-war
»+ Solar thermal panels, an air-source heat pump, a mechanical bungalow, constructed entirely out of asbestos sheeting and ripe
ventilation heat recovery system, and high levels of insulation tor demolition. “It was the perfect spot for us, overlooking a field
ensure that the sealed building is extremely energy efficient, to the south-west and with an adjoining wood,” says Anne. “We
with low running costs loved the seclusion and unrestricted views.”

Ron and Anne had renovated several previous homes, but had
never built a house from scratch. They researched local building
companies online and spotted an interesting new property with
a glazed gable end that had been designed by James Minett of
Belmont Designs — a Sussex-based practice specialising in bespoke
residential projects. “We asked James if the design could be adapted
for our needs, and used it as a rough template,” says Ron.

Planning a New Home

“The elevated plot lends itself to something a little unusual, and
because it’s so secluded and not overlooked we didn’t anticipate

any objections from neighbours,” says Anne. »+
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HOMES TRADITIONAL-STYLE SELF-BUILD

A timber I'oalcon;'(,_ le ds
out from one ofithe

&Zohome’s two'en suite

‘:r":n' %
Kitchen and r ’P"

Living Space *#= > -

o

floor for the island unit, which was fitted at a later date.
A bespoke solid oak staircase (here), made by a local
joiner, rises up from one side of the open plan space
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STRUCTURAL WARRANTY -
SITE INSURANCE %um
SITESURVEYS B

..............

i

Before you lay the first brick, make sure you & your
project are protected ...

Self-Build Zone provides Site Insurance and liability cover for anyone starting
new building works, as well as covering any existing structures on site. Our
Approved Inspectors can facilitate all survey services you may need during
the build or for the warranty provision. On completion, Build-Zone can
provide you with a 10 Year Structural Warranty.

For more information or to obtain a quotation go onlineat  or Call the Self-Build Zone Team on

WWW_SELFBUILDZONE.COM 0345 230 9874




Below:

Master En Suite
Green glass was
chosen as an
unusual splashback
behind the bath in
the master en suite

Right: Mezzanine Level

Artwork is displayed in the mezzanine
seating area, which provides views
through a glass balustrade and

the full-height window beyond
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The Icynene Insulation System is a soft, flexible,

Homebuilding

breathable, foam insulation and air barrier. Sprayed as a : - &Renovating S| o

- : o : . NEC, BIRMINGHAM| STAND
liquid Icynene expands up to 100 times its initial volume ; - 14-17 APRIL 2016| A111

in seconds, filling every nook and cranny in walls, floors

Homebuilding

and ceilings. Icynene’s unique formulation sets it apart _ 1 N | &RenovatingShow

| SECC, GLASGOW | STAND

from other insulation products offering many advantages 21-22 APRIL 2016| 321
v RS,

over traditional insulation materials and more modern

alternatives. While all materials of equal thermal

resistance perform identically under laboratory conditions

the same is not true in real life; the effectiveness of some

insulations materials diminishes over time. Installing

Icynene ensures no loss of performance.

Icynene is 100% water blown, containing no toxic

chemicals like HFC’s, CFC’s or HCFC’s. Remaining

soft and flexible lcynene accommodates any normal

expansion, contraction or movement within a building. Th Fuest Nama in Spray Foam Insulation

So whether you plan to build, renovate or extend the
Icynene Insulation System will deliver the performance T: 01229 716039 E: Sales@lcynene. CO.Uk

you can count on for a lifetime of savings and comfort. WWW. icynene. co.uk

The Renewable Solutions Provider
Making a Warld of Difference

Clearly an efficient
way to deliver hot
water and heating
to self build homes

Dur new Ecodan heat pump systerm combines market leading efficiency
in hot water production, with reliable and renewable heating.

This makes it the ideal solution for self buld homes where strict building
regulations drive down the space heating requirement, making hot water
producton the dominant load. Ecodan also operates with a market
leading low noise outpul and in-cuilt energy monitoring as standard,

MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

Ecodan. Clearly efficient, clearly renewable.

For further information call 01707 282880
Fallow us @meuk_les

Follow us @green_gateway or visit ecodanerp.co.uk/developer
Mitsubishi Electric
« Living Environmental Systems UK

= G— ecodan

“Terms and conditions apply. Please see website for detais. Renswable Heating Technology




HOMES TRADITIONAL-STYLE SELF-BUILD

'The planning process proved to be the most difficult part of the
project. The initial application more than doubled the size of the
asbestos bungalow, and was rejected on the grounds that the site
stands in ‘a countryside area of development constraint’.

A size restriction of 100m? was imposed, which would have made
the project unfeasible for the Skinners, who engaged a planning
consultant at this stage. The consultant’s statement and a cardboard
scale model built by Ron were presented to the planning committee,
which overturned the recommendation for refusal and approved
plans for the 175m? house. “We got everything we wanted in the
end, but it was a real battle and involved additional costs,”says Anne.

Project Managing the Build
'The couple lived in their previous home during the build, which
was completed by a local builder, with Ron taking on the role of
project manager. “There was so much rain that winter that the
trenches collapsed in places and the concreting was delayed, so it
wasn't a very good start,” recalls Ron, who spent almost every day on
site. “Substantial land drainage needed to be installed, as well as a
waste treatment plant. Just to remove all the soil cost over £10,000.”
A specialist local company was employed to construct the bespoke
oak-framed element of the house, which supports 4m-wide oak

doors on the ground floor, while the remainder of the structure
consists of rendered blockwork walls constructed on a brick plinth.
'The hand-cut timber roof structure has been clad in locally made
clay tiles, which add a rich colour to the finished house.

In order to achieve their goal of a maintenance-free home, the
Skinners originally specified replica oak PVCu window frames,
which were rejected by the planning officer, who preferred timber
frames. Once again the couple engaged the services of a specialist
consultant, and ultimately won their appeal when the planning
inspector overturned the decision.

The result is a pretty chalet bungalow, with a vaulted A-framed
kitchen/dining/living room enjoying views across open fields
through a full-height wall of glass, and overlooked by a mezzanine
seating area. One of the en suite bedrooms has been positioned
on the ground floor and the other opens on to a timber balcony.

“There have been a number of challenges with building this
house — including the year-long planning process, demolishing
the asbestos bungalow and drastically excavating the clay site, but
we’re glad we didn't give up,” says Ron.

“We now have a home that requires virtually no maintenance,
which means we're able to relax and enjoy our retirement in comfort,
and that was always the aim.” @

Master Bedroom

The first floor master bedroom was built into the
sloping roof space and opens through glass doors

on to a bespoke timber balcony overlooking the
neighbouring field. There are no radiators upstairs, as
the open plan design allows warm air from the ground
floor underfloor heating to rise to the upper level

-
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Trust ROBBENS SYSTEMS® to design
your next underfloor heating project

o Fully assembled manifolds
« CAD pipe layouts

« 100 year pipe warranty

« Over 23 years experience
» Free on-site consultation
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From balustrades, columns and porticos to
pier caps, window surrounds and custom designs
— our high specification cast stone designs
provide affordable elegance to any project.

Browse our unrivalled collection online
or call to request a catalogue.

haddonstone.com

HADDONSTONE 01604 770711 underfloorheating.co.uk
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HOMES TRADITIONAL-STYLE SELF-BUILD

TheProject

DESIGNER'S VIEW

There were several issues when it came to designing a house
for the Skinner's sloping plot, including the height and overall
size of the new building. | advised Ron and Anne to apply
for planning permission to build the main house, and then
to make a separate application to build an attached single
storey utility area and garden room, in addition to a detached
weather-boarded garage. The timber-clad side extension
was always part of the original plan, but was built at a later
date because of tight planning restrictions, and was added
under Permitted Development rights.

Everything has been designed for Ron and Anne’s retire-
ment, with a ground floor bedroom which has access to a
shower room that's also accessible from the hallway. Built
above the kitchen, the mezzanine space is a flexible reading/
study/seating area, which was constructed in such a way that
it could easily be converted into a third bedroom if required.

Living area Ground Floor

Garden
room

Kitchen/
Diner

Bedroom

First Floor
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SUPPLIERS

.................................................. 01444 871435
A-frame joinery and windows

Roof tiles Brian Gow Roofing .....................
......................................... bgowroofing.co.uk
Rendering Sussex Plastering ..........cc.c.e....
................................ sussex-plastering.co.uk
Solar thermal panels and air-source
heat pump E A Services ..........c.cceeveeienn,

Heat recovery system Allergy Plus ...........
............................................. allergyplus.co.uk
Kitchen units Benchmarx .01293 565159
Floor tiles Zeus ...,
......................... zeuslimestoneflooring.com
Woodburning stove Bolney Stoves ..........
.................................................. 01444 871815
Sanitaryware Bathstore ....01444 454844
Staircase Ace Joinery ......... 01273 439651
Polished granite worktops Affordable

Granite ..o affordablegranite.co.uk
Guttering and downpipes Classic Finish
UK 07973792727
Toughened coloured glass Colourglaze
................................................. 01444 390663
SELECTED COSTS

Demolition/site preparation ......... £46,000
Fees/legal COStS .....cooovvriviiirinne. £30,000
Labour ... £145,000
Materials/equipment ..................... £197,000
PROJECT TIMELINE

Jul 09 Plot purchase completed

Nov 09 Planning application submitted
Apr 10 Planning permission approved
Sep 10 Work started on site

Oct 10 Foundations completed

Mar 12 Build completed/house occupied
Nov 13 Garden and garage completed
Jul 15 Side extension completed
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BEAUTIFUL WARM OAK INSIDE,
DURABLE ALUMINIUM OUTSIDE.

Vufold provides you with a wide range of affordable internal and external
bifold doors and windows that feature both outstanding quality and design
while also being engineered to use a wide range of materials and finishes
to help cater to your individual needs, tastes and decor.

Visit out website, showroom or call us for more information.



EXTERNAL BIFOLD DOORS

INTERNAL BIFOLD DOORS

FRENCH DOORS

WINDOWS

DOOR BLINDS

BIFOLD DOORS & WINDOWS

www.vufold.co.uk

01625 442 899

Vufold Ltd, Queens Court, Queens
Avenue, Macclesfield, SK10 2BN



View our NEW Passivhuas windows and doors at the
Potton Passivhaus Show Home at their show centre.
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in fimber oduminium § composite
Kloeber's advanced glazing solutions are available in bespoke or set sizes,
with exceptional insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance
finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range
with solutions for all self builders and home improvers.

all rights retained by Polton

folding sliding doors I windows
sliding doors | shaped glazed screens
french doors | entrance doors
single doors | roof lights
SaeR— DD Kloeber's timber bifold doors and FunkyFront entrance

doors are Secured by Design

Dleiinl Palesn Sty Intustvr

Visit our showrooms in Londor, Combridgeshire
and GucKinghomshire, see website tfor detoils

info@kloeber.co.uk

0 1 487 740044 www.kloeber.co.uk

all rights retained by Potton




Forming a complete step-by-step
guide to building a home, we follow
leading package company Potton as it
starts work on a brand new Passivhaus
home. This month we explore the
importance of airtightness

SELF | ,.
Build | (e

Bringing self build to life

n a UK industry first, self-build specialist Potton is giving
aspiring self-builders an opportunity to watch, stage-
by-stage, the construction of its fifth and most contem-
porary showhome.
Self Build Live is a series of events — held at Potton's
Self Build Show Centre in St Neots, Cambridgeshire —
designed to offer potential self-builders an ‘access all areas’
insight into the construction of a fully certified Passivhaus and
learn first-hand how to build their own home — the highlights
of which are showcased over the following pages.

Potton, together with its build partners, will host 16 Self Build
Live events at key stages of the build — from laying the slab,
installing insulation and skimming the walls to fitting the bath-
rooms, interior design and decoration. Each event will provide
essential self-build information and an unprecedented insight
into building a Potton home.

For course dates, videos of the build and more information,
visit selfbuildlive.com B
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POTTON'S SELF-BUILD LIVE

PASSIVHAUS: HOWTO BUILD
ANAIRTIGHT STRUCTURE

An airtight building is essential when creating a Passivhaus home. Paul Newman
explains why attention to detail and careful planning are required to achieve this

DR PAUL
NEWMAN
Potton’s self-build
director Paul New-
man has worked in
timber-based con-
struction industries
for over 18 years

If you've been following this series, you'll
know by now that the key features of a
Passivhaus are:

® Very high levels of insulation;

® Extremely high-performance windows

with insulated frames;

® Thermal bridge-free construction;

® An airtight building fabric;

® A mechanical ventilation system with

highly efficient heat recovery;

® Accurate design using the Passive

House Planning Package (PHPP).

We are now well on with the construction
of our new showhome: the foundations,
ground floor and building superstructure
are all complete, and we have installed the
windows and doors (more on which later).
All of our construction details have been
prepared and considered in depth and we
are about to demonstrate in public — at one
of our Self Build Live events — the level of
airtightness we have managed to achieve.

Build Tight...

'The Passivhaus standard requires very low
air leakage rates which must be demon-
strated by means of an airtightness test,

carried out using a ‘blower door’. The air
change rate must be less than or equal to
0.60ac/h (air changes per hour), under test
conditions, to meet Passivhaus levels.

It is worth noting that in practice an
airtightness level of 0.60ac/h is roughly
equivalent to having a hole in the envelope
area of the building less than the size of a
five-pence piece for every 5m? of build-
ing envelope. In comparison, a building
that merely achieves the limiting figure for
airtightness to comply with the current ver-
sion of Part L of the Building Regulations
will have an equivalent hole the size of a
20-pence piece for every 1m? of envelope.

In typical fashion, the methodology for
testing airtightness for Passivhaus build-
ings difters from that used in UK Building
Regulations — although they do both use a
‘blower door’ to carry out the actual physi-
cal test. The Passivhaus standard measures
the air changes per hour at a pressure of 50
pascals or @50Pa (the n50 measurement). In
other words, this is the number of times the
volume of air within the building is changed
in an hour under test conditions; it’s a volu-
metric measure. The standard is a measure
of air infiltration, and hence the heating
energy cost of the building. It considers the
volume of air that needs to be heated and
excludes internal walls and floors.

'The UK standard measures air permeabil-
ity in m*hr/m*@50Pa (the q50 measure-
ment) — the air leakage per m? of build-
ing envelope. The UK standard defines the
building envelope as everything within the
air barrier line. In practice, this could be any-
where within the building envelope and is a
measure of building envelope airtightness.

The current backstop airtightness figure
tfor UK Building Regulations is 10m*/hr/
m’@50Pa and reportedly the average figure
of all UK homes (in other words, our hous-
ing stock) is around 12m*/hr/m?@50Pa.

While clearly technically incorrect, it is
often convenient to consider the air change
rate and air permeability for dwellings as
roughly similar and, in this case, it will help
me with the next explanation.

Our showhome is the first Passivhaus that
we have constructed and we are learning all
the time. However, we have constructed a
very large number of homes that can rea-
sonably be considered as low energy and
have needed to be particularly airtight. For
a great number of these we have had the
responsibility of delivering the airtight enve-
lope of the home at an early stage of the
construction. We know from our experience
that whenever the airtightness target is less
than 3m*/hr/m*@50Pa for an early stage
test (ie as soon as the airtight envelope is
constructed) it’s of great benefit. I would
go one step further and argue that in any
dwelling with a target of less than 1.5m?/
hr/m?@50Pa, an early stage test is essential.
Clearly then, when working to the Pas-
sivhaus standard, where the target is 0.6ac/h,
an early stage test is an absolute must.

We know from our experience that, using
the Kingspan TEK® Building System, and
by carefully sealing and taping external wall
junctions we can readily — I hesitate to use
the word easily — achieve airtightness figures
of between 1.5-3.0m*/hr/m*@50Pa. We
know also that figures of 1.0-1.5m%/hr/
m?@50Pa require considerable care and
engagement from the whole construction

“Because the envelope is so wonderfully airtight, naturally
ventilating the property is not an option; a mechanical
system with heat recovery system is required”
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External self-Adhesive
alr barrier for walls and roofs

Wraptite-SA

Airtight, vapour permeable membrane.
v Lightweight & easy to install
¢ Increased energy efficiency
v External airtight but breathable seal

Wraptite membrane provides an airtightness
solution for all air leakage problems. Externally applied,
it reduces installation complexity and time.

BBA Approved - Certificate 15/5274

3 vapour @ moisture R air

A
|
proctor

GROUP LTD

The A Proctor Group

. 01250 872 26l
4 contact@proctorgroup.com

www.proctorgroup.com

THE MEMBRANE SPECIALISTS
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Airtightness Testing
When constructing

a low-energy home,

~ particularly one
constructed to exacting
standards such as
Passivhaus, it's advisable
L*So test the airtightness of
- the building envelope at

_..-r"" B

an early stage (using the
‘blower door’ method
shown).'Leaks’ in the
envelope can then be @

. identified a. addressed

+ at this early,stage

Specifying a Mechanical

Ventilation System

So, having constructed a particularly air-
tight building envelope one must next con-
sider how to adequately ventilate the build-
ing and ensure that the air inside is of good
quality. Because the envelope is so won-
derfully airtight, naturally ventilating the
property, as is currently the case in most UK
properties, is not an option and a mechani-
cal ventilation with heat recovery (MVHR)
system is required. Time and experience
have shown that correctly designed, com-
missioned and installed systems will not
only recover the required amount of heat
energy from the air in the property, but will
also provide air of good quality.

Heat recovery is an important part of the
Passive House Planning Package (PHPP)
model. In practice, this means that the
MVHR system needs to be high perfor-
mance and it makes real sense to use com-
ponents certified by the Passivhaus Institute.

At early stages of the design process we did
look at using more typical MVHR systems,
but the performance penalties were simply
not worth it. We have leant heavily on the
expertise of our partners at Total Home
Environment for the ventilation, heating
and hot water strategy, and have ultimately
decided to install a Genvex MVHR unit
with in-line electric heater elements to
warm the incoming air.

'The location of the ductwork routes were
considered and designed at an early stage.
We have also added small elements of elec-
tric underfloor heating to the bathroom
areas and immediately in front of our large
8m-wide glazed opening. Hot water is pro-
vided using a micro air-source heat pump
that is ducted to outside the property.

In writing this now our selected solution
sounds simple but, in reality, we considered
lots of alternative systems. I'm very happy
with where we’ve ended up and believe
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Bringing self build to life

that we have a solution appropriate to the
home we are constructing. We rejected com-
bined ventilation heating and hot water
units because we couldn’t readily obtain one
with a capacity suitable for the size of the
property. While running short of hot water
is never likely to be an issue in a showhome,
it isn't sensible to construct something that
wouldn’t work in practice or would be dif-
ficult to procure.

Before settling on our solution we also
looked at using a gas boiler with radia-
tors and then with underfloor heating. We
rejected radiators because, while the system
would have been simple, it’s a fact of life
that most self-builders don’t like them and
won't have them in their own homes. A full
wet underfloor heating system was rejected
(although some may want it as a backup) as
I just couldn’t get my head around the idea
of installing a whole system to meet what
is in reality a very small demand for heat.

P ad
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Installing the Windows and Doors

Potton specified high-performance, triple-glazed timber frame windows and
doors from Kloeber for its Passivhaus build. Set back from the main elevation
and located beneath an overhang, the large area of glazing is protected from

Installing the Windows and Doors
As with the MVHR system, in my view
it makes real sense to purchase certified
windows and doors for incorporation into
a building where Passivhaus certification is
the ultimate aim. They are another critical,
complicated and high performance part
of the building envelope and errors in the
design and specification are likely to be
expensive to address. Specifying certified
windows does not obviate the need for care,
but it does provide some reassurance.
With our very large 8x3m opening, we
knew we had to be especially careful with
the specification of the window and door
elements, and so worked very closely with
our partners at Kloeber to ensure we had
not only the most appropriate specification
but also the correct information entered
in the PHPP analysis. We decided upon a
contemporary style of timber window with
insulated frames and triple glazing. The
specification of the glass within the windows
was an element that received particularly
close scrutiny, as it has a marked eftect on
the overall performance of the home.

MORE ADVICE ONLINE

»+ Read Self Build Live Parts 1 & 2
Visit homebuilding.co.uk/self-
build-live-building-a-passivhaus

'The windows have U values of between
0.71 and 0.79W/m’K depending upon their
size; the smaller windows have a higher
(worse) U value because of the increased
impact of the frame which does not perform
as well as the glazing. For comparison, the
external walls have a U value of 0.10W/m’K
and most of our projects have windows with
a U value of 1.2-1.4W/m?K. So, while the
doors and windows are clearly a weak link
in the thermal envelope (compared to the
walls), the Passivhaus-certified product we
have installed is significantly better than
the current norm.

Another point worth noting is overheat-
ing. 'The large south-facing set of glazed
doors are set well back into the building
and are protected from the impact of the
high summer sun by the projection above,
which not only offers shade but also provides
a covered outdoor space.

We were confident we knew how to go
about detailing and constructing an airtight
junction between the windows and the rest
of the building, and the smoke test revealed
just how impressive the airtightness of the
installed units was — particularly the large
glazed opening doors.

'The windows and doors were sealed to the
structural frame using theTremco Illbruck
i3 system which we have used on numerous
projects in the past. @
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the high summer sun to prevent the interiors from overheating

SELF BUILD LIVE
DIARY DATES

Potton is running a number of
Self Build Live events at its HQ

in Cambridgeshire — providing

a unique opportunity to join the
team on site during the build of its
Passivhaus showhome, and gain
in-depth advice from Potton’s
experts. Future events include:

@ EXTERNAL CLADDING
(APRIL 2016)

@ FIRST FIX PLUMBING AND
ELECTRICS (APRIL 2016)

® PLASTERBOARDING
(MAY 2016)

® KITCHEN AND BATHROOMS
INSTALLATION (JUNE 2016)

@ FINAL FINISHES (JUNE 2016)

® THE BIG REVEAL (JULY 2016)

Find out more and register your
interest in Potton'’s Self Build Live
events at selfbuildlive.com
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with our collaborative approach and m V h r *)))
pay-as-you-go scrvice, we set the standard in

I'the-ultimate-ventilation-system’/

services for home improvement projects

definition

One air change every two hours with less than 10% heat lost;
dust, pollen, diesel PM2.5 & NO2 filtration; auto summer bypass
with cooling facility for summer; auto frost protection to -20C
with 2.5kW room heater for winter; ultra-quiet, easy to fit

ducting with silent night time operation; ultra-low running cost
with extra long-life brushless motors; customer service, bespoke
(free) system design, new build & retrofit install rated ‘Excellent’
by home owners, developers & architects alike; S-year
mechanical warranty & 10-year insurance-backed installer
guarantee; complete peace of mind.

That's our definition. What's yours?

Tell us: 01625 423020
www.solarcrest.co.uk/mvhr
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Rega| Whole House Ventilation
Ve Nt with Heat Recovery...

3 . g Send your plans for a
- Vittually silent operation FREE ventilation design
————— + Lowenergy DC electric motors and a competitive

Homebuilding ———  « Range of control options quotation
&Renovating Show + Acoustically insulated ducting
NEC, BIRMINGHAM| STAND = Filter reduces effects of respiratory allergies
14-17 APRIL 2016 D"l * Reduces heating bills
« Can promote conditions for improved health

= Easy to install for DIYer or professional alike
+ Conforms to Building regulations ..fora erSher,

------- = Full installation service available heq "hle Iy hon"e
Rega’s unique WhispelFlow® technology ensure that power usage and energy
ensures that even when operating ot full losses are kept to an absolute minimum.

‘Boost’ mode (usually during the moming
bathroom rush hourl) the systemn remains
whisper quiet - unobtrusively ond
effectively venting stale, damp air,
replacing it with air that's been gently
warmed and filtered.

RegaVent systerns are designed and built
here in the UK, to our own stingent quality
assured standards, you can be sure that
your RegaVent systerm will give you the
optimurm balance of a technical
specification that’s exactly right for the UK
Low energy DC fans, insulated ducting climate, coupled with low energy
and a high efficiency heat exchanger also  consumption - for lower heafing bills!

Rega Ventilation Limited _ )
21/22 Eldon Way, Biggleswade, =
Beds SG18 8NH fax: 01747 600487 email: sales@rega-uk.com



SUPRA-FAST
DOOR OPENING

When Design Matters the Doors are Hormann

Widest range of garage and entrance doors in the UK

Precision German engineering

Excellent security and outstanding reliability

Large selection of designs to match every home

Homebuilding
Show
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BIRMINGHAM | D117

HORMANN

Garage and Industrial Doors



EXHIBITOR SHOWCASE

g
W

N

Homebuild
&RenovatingSho

STAND G148 NEC SHOW STAND H151 NEC SHOW

IEIEBEANILAS

the unique loft conversion & flooring system

Make the most of your
SPECIAL
Home and Garden o

with stylish external shading from Caribbean Blinds

Forget steel beams and cranes —
TeleBeam is the new way of converting
lofts in modern properties with roof
trusses. It is the first pre-fabricated
lightweight and adaptable system
which deals with a wide range of
roof spans and pitches. TeleBeams
have LABC Registered Systems

. Approval giving you peace of mind.

PTG
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LOUVEREDA

| www.telebeam.co.uk
01380 739000

EXTERNAL ROOF BLINDS
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o 1 { = - UK MARMUFACTURERS DOF INMOVATIVE EXTERIOR BLINDS
Sockets & Ly,
Switches
www.socketsandswitches.com
CYf3Pm

STAND G154 NEC SHOW

Balconette

We are pleased to introduce our latest range of Retrotouch contemporary
Glass Touch Switches available in Black Gloss or Ice White in plain glass or
with a Chrome trim. We also have the Simplicity collection that offers
something new and exciting in a variety of colours with simple clip on,
screw free front covers. Smooth and Stylish these new ranges are keenly
priced and are sure to impress.

Tel: 0845 812 3838
Email: enquiries@socketsandswitches.com
www.socketsandswitches.com

T ——
High Performance Floors
“\_ - Acoustics
Underfloor Heating
Wet Rooms

Glass Juliet Balconies

Glass Balustrades
Curved Glass Sliding Doors

Composite Decking

N i, } BalcoNano® Self-Cleaning Glass
Nationwide Delivery ’

NEC STAND NO: G154
01342 410411 - WWW.BALCONETTE.CO.UK

01388 728833
info@CDI-ICM.co.uk
www.CDI-ICM.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com
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Staircases of Distinction from

Woodside Joinery

For free advice, information and further
details please contact us on:

T: 01633 875232 E: sales@woodsidejoinery.com
www.woodsidejoinery.com

STAND C108 NEC SHOW
i L] L] . I
4 JCIUIR

UF B [ al i DE DE

STAND F208 NEC SHOW

Nationwide Service

STAND G136 NEC SHOW

é Terence Ball Kitchens A

A name you can trust

¢ High Quality Complete Rigid Kitchens

® The Best of British Manufacturing

® Delivered direct to site throughout the UK
® Over 300 doors & 50 carcase colours.

® Blum Drawers and Softclose Hinges

¢ Keenly priced & impressive brochures.

e B

q
PROUDLY MADE IN BRITAIN

www.terenceballkitchens.co.uk
sales @terenceballkitchens.co.uk

L 01984 624640 4

EnviroVent, one of the UK’s
leading manufacturers of sus-
tainable ventilation systems, will
be launching its exciting new
energiSava 200 heat recovery
product, plus its augmented
reality app Aug Vent at the
national Homebuilding show.
The company, which is a UK
manufacturer and pioneer of
ventilation systems for new and
refurbished homes, will also be
demonstrating its innovative
Mechanical Ventilation with
Heat Recovery (MVHR) and ‘Mr
Venty®’ Positive Input Ventila-
tion (PIV) systems to visitors.

www.envirovent.com

STAND E216 NEC SHOW

Planning
a self build
project this
year?

Jhal

limited

All the
approval
you need

Call us on
01308 428020
or email our team
at info@jhai.co.uk
Visit our website
www.jhai.co.uk

STAND 447 GLASGOW SHOW

HIGH PERFORMANCE

WINDOWS AND DOORS

Quality, contemporary Scandinavian design achieving
Passivhaus u-values as low as 0.7W/m2K.

Sustainable, energy e
to complement any style of home.

Bifold Door | Patio Door | Sliding Door

ient timber and alu-clad products

External Door

Visit us on Stand 447 at SECC, Glasgow 21st-22nd May

www.janex.co.uk | 01324 673250 | sales@janex.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com
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THE SOURCEBOOK

BATHROOM & KITCHEN EXTRACTORS Sl
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Toilet, Bathroom & 3
Kitchen extract Siker
~ Call: 01494 560 80 Visit: airflow.com y
AIRFLOW 7> >

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
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NEED A
STRUCTU
ENGINEER

Find-/ Engineerg orﬁ

L

FindanEngineer.com is a FREE service
provided by The Institution of Structural ;
Enginem to help you find a chartered Solid oak flooring in 3 grades
structural engineer in your area. Floor matching service
Multi-width and extra-length

You can get legal advice on structural Engineered hardwood flooring

problems, structural design surveys,
subsidence, planning applications,
alterations/extensions and much more. Phone for our
Visit the site or call 020 7235 4535 for 52 page brochure
more details.
OAK SAWMILL OAK BUILDINGS OAK JOINERY OAK FLOORING

BATHROOMS KIT HOMES

What makes an Albion bath unique?

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605
or go to: www.albionbathco.com

ALBION

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory Architectural ly des‘g ned klt homes
www.hebrideanhomes.com 0141 550 7360

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com



OAK BUILDINGS

e

The Piltdown - Offer expires 30/06
Excludes: groundwaorks, bricks, roofing, assembly, delivery & VAT

Oak frame garages ideal for self assembly
or by our expert team

e Over 480 designs in our Acorn Range

® Free planning drawings with every order
e Try our ‘Quick Quote’ on our website

www.oakdesigns.org A 'A
t.01273 400411 Oak Designs Co.

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

FLOORING - STONE

01509 234000 - www.floorsofstone.com
Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Loughborough, LE12 5TL

BHF Unlimited

Cost effective solutions For Residential & Commercial Buildings

ion . Underfloor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation .

Underfloor Heating
SYStemS From as little as:

e VAT + Dalivery

loor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation

Underfloor Heating .

. Underfloor Heating .

Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heati

"Full Heat Recovery
Ventilation Systems

From as little as:

Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heating . Heat R

PHONE FOR A FREE GUOTE

01636 639 901

PRICE MIATCH GUARANTEE!

DR For Competetive Quotes Email: Sales@bhfunlimited.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com
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WINDOWS

architectural guality rooflights at online prices
order online at rooflights.com

= walk on = lantemn - vent - access rooflights

info@rooflights.com 01379 658333

HEATING

Timber windows
and doors made with
traditional skills and

modem technology

Period style windows and doors,
made by combining the very
best quality timber, highly efficient
Planitherm double glazing,
high security integral locking and
a factory paint finish in any colour
of your choice.

All this together with the skills of
our craftsmen provides lasting
warmth and security whilst
retaining the original style and
character of your home.

0161 456 0201

o o i SRS N L

www.gbsjoinery.co.uk

nigel@gbsjoinery.co.uk
Visit our showroom gas

Clal

CARAVANS

OFFERING THE SELF-BUILDER
NEW CHOICE

%N HIRE UK

ABERYSTWYTH

BUILDING YOUR OWN HOME?
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO LIVE?

CARAVAN HIRE UK SPECIALISES IN THE HIRE
OF CARAVANS FOR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM LAYOUTS,

UTILITY ROOM OPTION.

NATIONWIDE SERVICE.

PHONE FOR INFORMATION PACK.
CARAVAN HIRE UK, ABERYSTWYTH

Tel: 01970 626920

100% Stainless Steel
Heated Towel Rails

PLOT FOR SALE

Planning permission for Detached 5-bed house with detached 3-bay-garage
with accomodation above Plot size approx 50mx45m. Slightly elevated position
everlooking an area-of outstanding natural beauty, southerly aspect. Mains
electric, foul sewer and wateren'site. Planning reference Denbighshire

County Council, REF. 16/F/2349/98 and 16/2014/1010.

Offers around £160,000.

Call Roger for further details on 07915 390 391
or email rogerstephenson1946@gmail.com

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com




CARAVANS

BN} staticsQgo  STATIC CARAVANS TO SUIT ALL STYLES

i

If you're looking for a static caravan, Statics 2.Ge-should be
your first stop. With years of experience and one of the
most extensive and variable stock listings available on

the market, we can give you the caravan you want.

We provide free delivery for/static caravans across the UK,
and at an excellent rate across Europe.

f

Tel: 01223 260 000 or 07478 708 868
Email: info@statics2go.com or sales@statics2go.com

www.statics2go.com
DESIGN & BUILD
Progressive
igh & Build

Certified Passivhaus Design

Timber Frame & SIPS Specialists
Architecture

able F%

Choose one of our 37 cottages or design your own
One concept, many, many options

COTTAGEKITHOMES.COM

BESPOKE KITCHENS

r free draw to win a
Larder Cupboard for your kitchen

At The White Kitchen Company we’re
all about helping you build the kitchen
you’ve always dreamed of at trade
prices. That’s why we’re offering to

do your kitchen quote for you and
give you the opportunity to win our
exquisitely handcrafted wooden larder
cupboard.

To enter our larder cupboard giveaway
send your kitchen design to
info@thewhitekitchencompany.com

We will send you a quote for the cost of your
handmade wooden cupboards and also enter you into

our larder cupboard prize draw.
Offer valid from 3 February 2016 until 10 April
2016 *T&Cs apply.

f

thewhitekitchencompany.com
info@thewhitekitchencompany.com 01604 821003

Quote and buy your cabinets online. Guaranteed Quality. Trade Prices

DOOR ACCESSORIES

Sﬁdmg'doorSthf.co.uh

sicing door gear | pocketdoors | fromeless glass kits | folding systems | accessones

@TRUSTPILO!
& 0207 099 2822

10 Estuary Court, Broadmeadow Ind. Est, Teignmouth TG4 9FA

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com

NO0O0430d4NO0S dHL



FLOORING WOOD WOOD PROTECTION

Learn more

osmouk.com

Call us
01296 481220

Hao gate Florln Co Ltd

Top Quality Hardwood Flooring Direct

Engineered wood flooring up to 300mm width
Engineered oak parquet - Professional installation

THE SOURCEBOOK

Harrogate Flooring Co. Ltd.

Poplar Road - Full Sutton Ind. Est.

- Full Sutton

York - YO41 1HS - Tel: 01759 373088
Email: info@justwoodflooring.com
Web: www.justwoodflooring.com

Get an independent cost for your building project
NEW BUILDS *« EXTENSIONS « CONVERSIONS

Also project management and builders quote analysis - Nationwide Service
0121 406 2301 or 07581 312121 pricemyplans@gmail.com pricemyplans.co.uk

(

DOOR-O0IL:

v

Highest qualit

v

osmdalt |

Door-0il
High Seld

For afl iviereud weosen . |

v

r

y protection for interior doors

v v

MICROPOROUS | NATURAL I DIL-WMBASEI]' ['.I.IRABLEl HIGH COVERAGE

SPLASHBACKS

Beéspoke
plash‘backs

OAK BUILDING CARAVANS or K K| che%s and Bamrpoms-
OAK BEAMS -

Ancient Oak Beams, Bricks,
Roof Tiles, Floorboards, etc.
Immense Stock

01483 200477
www.antiquebuildings.com

Antique Buildings Ltd, Dunsfold, Surrey

Used Static Caravans ideal for
forTemporary Accommodation.
Appliances Gas Safe Tested.
Delivery arranged. 01299 878872
Over 200 Caravans in stock.

www.worcestershirecaravansales.com

WORKTOPS

HARDWOOD WORKTOPS
& END GRAIN CHOPPING BLOCKS
Made to measure

STAIRCASES

FLIGHT DESIGN

STAIRCASES | BALUSTRADE | ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

TEL: 020 8980 1000 | WWW.FLIGHTDESIGN.CO.UK

el 0142’811 (Jf
P Door & Window Furniture

www.phg-uk.com

Swirl Knob ﬁ&‘nf /m«ﬂ,—f?ﬂrf/f

/_._——r ——

300 200495
designs.co.uk

Fibre optics for your.
new-buildor .,
refurblshment made
easy. -
Star ceilings .
are. QU §p_ecialiiy
-ah

www.starscape.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com



BALUSTRADING

Search
S3i balustrade E

Tel 01302 752 504 [
Email sales@s3i.co.uk I
Visit www.s3i.co.uk

SPLASHBACKS

CREATIVE GLASS

’ -

We specialise in the manufacture of
Splash-backs for kitchens, bathrooms and
wetrooms. Offering an extensive menu of

colours and special effects.

Blue Ribbon Award Winners at the
prestigious Daily Mail Ideal Home Exhibition.
Recently Featured on BBC's
‘The House that 100k built’

CONTACT US FOR A FREE QUOTE

: ('Rl 0044 (0) 1795411820
CREATIVE RESINS info@creative-resins.co.uk
INTERNATIONAL www.creative-resins.co.uk

KIT HOMES

These are the most thermally
efficient buildings available . . .

— L

ere are the § steps that go into
building your Canasip home

DESIGN FOUNDATIONS AND
’ We create a design to your UNDERFRAME
specification and, once planning MANUFACTURE
permission is approved, we create The foundation is done by

detailed drawings for building regulations using sctew piles to ensute the building
and produce a 3D drawing, Finally, the stands off the ground. This system
whole building minimizes the embodied enetgy of any
package is foundation whilst lasting as long as
collated and conventional foundations. A metal
presented undetframe is manufactured and is
to Building fastened to the screw piles.

Control.

SIPs
SIPs (Structutal Insulated Panels)
are used for the loadbearing walls,
floors and roof panels. They fit
to the steel frame and avoid thermal
bridging*. Walls and floors are joined
to avoid air leaks using special
sealants and tapes. This enhances thermal
efficiency and ensutes air tightness -
making them stronger than brick and even
bullet proof!
- o
bt e to WOty At ool F vty spots

SIP JOINTS
‘ All wall joints are protected
from thermal bridging by

using a continuous foam
insulated bartier/spline system.

Continuous foam insulated
- barrier using spline system

-
3 3

L)
’ ‘ v - o e

Heat and energy is saved at thi

WINDOWS AND DOORS ROOF
Triple glazed windows give The roof surface can be made
the best insulation properties from a choice of materials.
and maximum solar gain. We We always try and fit the most

sustainable and lightest roof. The internal
roof structure does not need trusses and
gives you a high ceiling look’, which is
warm and enhances the living space.

install a flexible weatherseal air tight
gasket. Thermal bridging is eliminated
by using Aerogel (a gel with low thermal
conductivity).

Aerogel prevents thermalbridging through

deceuninck

HEATING () EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR

Airtight buildings mean little FINISHES TO WALLS
o no energy is required to ® ' A choice of extetior/intetior
heat ot cool the building. Once finishes include: Outside - render
the building is airtight we then provide or wood.
efficient ventilation. This is achieved by Interior - an aitless spray - no plastering

using a heat recovery ventilation system required!
(HRV). Air sealing ——

our buildings and heat
recovery ventilation
means that out catbon
neuttal buildings will \
benefit the environment
and save you money.

When properly sited, with no air leakage, all our buildings comply with carbon
neutral international standards.

And finally . . . yout state of the art home doesn’t have to compromise your
lifestyle in any way. We’ll build it ready for you just to move into!

FOR BESPOKE SOLUTIONS CanaSip
PLEASE CONTACT US: *
TELEPHONE 01361 883917

Since 1975

www.canasiphome.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com
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KITCHENS

]

JOINERY

N WILLIAMSON JOINERY

Unit &, Chardstock Works,

Chardstock, I?_!ubﬂ.il:l.!l!'l'
i FAMILY RUN BUSINESS (EST.1579)
fnm/

“’“"‘a— L] i
Facehook/johnWiliamison] olnery

Ltj BIwWI_Joinery H

www.johnwilliamsonjoinery.com

LANDSCAPING

(Hampshircam

@8 Hedges

Mature instant

hedges that can

be planted any
time of year.

info@hampshirehedges.co.uk
Tel: 023 8069 2422
www.hampshirehedges.co.uk

GLASS REPAIRS

CLARITY GLASS REPAIRS

- ﬁ\ Specialists in Scratched Glass Repair
Cl qarl J[y / And Etched Graffiti Removal

0800 772 0194 www.clarityglassrepairs.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

VAT REFUNDSER

Specialising in VAT REFUNDS for new builds
and conversions. Professional and helpful service
offered by self-builder and converter. Final fee
payable once funds received from HMRC.

J.M. Daniel Business Services Ltd
Contact Jayne Daniel Fcca on:
0161763 5304 j.m.daniel@accamail.com
www.vatrepayments.co.uk

COOKERS

’

MARSHALL ONE ALPHA - NOW ELECTRIC |

Probably the most beautiful 3 oven electric
cooker in the world.

Also available, to stand alongside the Marshall
cooker, is the electric mini cooker for use in the
summer when you do not want a hot kitchen.

Also available Oil & Woodfired.

Please contact Tel No. 01332 833000
for brochures
(A division of Sandyford Cookers)
www.sandyford.co.uk

\Wv.marshaﬂcookers.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com



LIGHTING

Hmf

SE0L

:ssence of Lighting

Vast range of top brand hghtmw i
ke Shop Wlth confldencé‘t *1

e Excellent service

* Products to reflect your style!

e T

WWW. essenceofhghtlng Co. uk

Use Coupon Code HRO915 for 10% Discount
(Valid until 30 /05 /2016)

INSULATION

With pressure mounting to be
building nearly zero-energy
buildings within the next few
years, Kingspan Insulation is
proud to announce the lat-

est development in ultra-low
lambda products to help meet
those targets, without having
to increase cavity wall sizes.
Offering a thermal conductivity
of just 0.018 W/m.K, new King-
span Kooltherm K106 and K108
Cavity Board provide a level of
performance that is unrivalled
in the world of rigid thermoset
insulation materials.

www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk

FURNITURE & JOINERY

Sanderson’s

Fine Furniture
& Joinery Ltd

Traditional manufacturers of quality bespoke

furniture and joinery products:

Solid oak (ether imbers available): 3

. external and internal doors ——

. high performance flush windows W;‘ ’

. door frames and linings LR

. flooring, solid and engineered a4

. staircases £

. skirting and architrave o

www.sandersonsfinefurniture.co.uk i

Showroom at Unit 1 The Village Workshops, Four Crosses Business Park

Four Crosses, Nr Oswestry, Powys SY22 65T

Telephone 01691 830075

COLOUR SEALANT

SPECIALIST
RAL COLOUR
SILICONES
SUITABLE

JOINTS IN
CONSTRCUTI

owrsm HEE

AND PRICING.

FCS COLOUR

COLOURS SEALANT
STOCKED!

* EEEEEE
AND SANITARY
weucamons. [

------

AVAILABLE .... ..
BY THE BOX.

CONTACT US . . . . .
FOR FULL .. .
COLOURLIST 1

VISIT

FIIR MORE INHIIIMATII]N.

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com

NO0O0430d4NO0S dHL



THE SOURCEBOOK

ELECTRICAL

T R

__..-J!F"""—Fw

DID YOU KNOW... that if you need an electricity connection for your home, shop, building... at UCP Choice we
can carry out these works for you at a great price? Whether you need a new electricity connection for the property you are
building or need a service alteration for a property you are refurbishing, we are here for you. Get in touch and we will guide you
through every step of the process! We have 10 years of experience and a fully dedicated team to get rid of all the hassles
for you. We are fully accredited by the National Electricity Registration Scheme. Please contact us for a quote.

Email: sales@ucpchoice.co.uk www.ucpchoice.co.uk

TIMBERFRAME

OV QUANICI B [HE INTELLIGENT OAK FRAME

Oakwrights, the UK's leading oak frame company, are looking to recruit an addition to their Sales Team.

SALES MANAGER

(EAST MIDLANDS & EAST ANGLIA REGIONS)

Salary: Competitive

We are looking for an ambitious and motivated professional in search of a challenging and very
rewarding customer facing role. Experience of the self-build industry is essential, with further
training in the nuances of the oak frame industry available for the right candidate.

For an application form, job description and more information on employee benefits, please visit
www.oakwrights.co.uk/about-us/vacancies Tel: 01432 353 353 E-mail: jobs@oakwrights.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com



~Kutchen

The German Kitchen

Sleek, rigid German engineering
at direct from the factory prices!

Why choose Kutchenhaus? As the Largest retailer of quality German engineered kitchens in the UK we deliver rigid
pre-built luxury kitchens manufactured in Germany at direct from the factory prices. View your dream kitchen in the
luxurious surroundings of the largest kitchen showrooms in the UK whilst benefiting from:

Free Designs Free Quotations Superior Quality Spring Savings 40% off

Visit our website or our showroom in Sutton Coldfield
Princess Alice Retail Park, Chester Road, Sutton Coldfield, B73 6RB

Sutton Coldfield . Manchester . York . Brentwood . Beverley
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Zelkova Design f 5 architects

Building dreams

Get all the help you need from Britain’s largest network of local
chartered architects specialising in domestic and housing work.

www.zelkovadesign.com |nfo@zelkovade5|gn com
07752 583121 / 07540 165393

Mike Free
Architectural Designer

Glastonbury

ALTERATIONS © BARN CONVERSIONS * COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS © CONSERVATION
INTERIOR DESIGN *© NEW HOUSES AND FLATS © ONE-OFF DESIGN PROJECTS © EXTENSIONS

= : 2 REMODELLING * RESTORATION * SPECULATIVE DEVELOPMENTS
You can obtain our full
design service complete Britain’s largest network of local chartered architects specialising in
with all plans and new homes, extensions and refurbishments.
; A x - - ]
consultations from £1.250. 5 : - freephone 0800 387310 www.asba-architects.org .

orgoration
cotland

= ~@,u:r PljeMIxed Hydraullc lee M‘ortar has been prﬁsgrwng

S ‘“""i';f‘?-'“’ +
e "hlsmr:c landmarks and listed buildings across
‘the UK for over a decade.

Call Us Today on 01235 434 300 or visit www.limetec.co.uk




Pegasus Whirlpool Baths

Design your own bespoke whirlpool bath
online with the latest Technology, Features
and Performance from the UK's premier
manufacturer. Bespoke positioning of Pump,
Jets, Controls, Chromotherapy lighting, Glass
‘Touch Sensitive’ wall/bath mounted control,
4th Generation total draining ‘Silverline’ pipe-
work — Not all Whirlpool Baths are made the
same! Quote voucher code HR40.

Tel: 01633 244555
www.pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk

Frozen Damp-course System

¥ : Freezteq is a water-based product

: ~ used to form a complete barrier
against rising damp. It can be used on
all types of stone or brickwork (any
wall thickness), is easy to use, cost-
effective and requires no specialised
equipment. Can be applied DIY or

by contractor. Thirty-year guarantee

available. FREEZTEQ”

www.freezteq.co.uk

SolteQ Energy Roof - Style with Function
A stylish roof that is actually a cutting-edge PV
system that can generate more than enough
power to meet the energy demands of the av-
erage household. SolteQ Quad 40 tiles provide
e the basis for the energy house of the future and
M they are available now in the UK. In addition to
_\_.'f the electricity that is generated by the tiles, the
I roof can be utilised as a source of heat, to such
1| an extent that heating costs can be reduced to
zero when the roof is used in conjunction with
a heat pump & appropriate buffer storage.

0800 6894194 Email: info@solteq.uk

Heat Recovery Ventilation

Established company offering wide
range of HRV units and ducting im-
mediately available from stock. Choice
of several different heat recovery ven-
tilation units including high efficiency
Passivhaus certified units from Brink
Climate Systems. Stockists of the easy
to install HB+ radial ducting system.

Tel: 01491 836 666

www.cvcdirect.co.uk CVCDirect

g

Central Vacuum Cleaners

Comprehensive choice of vacuum
units ranging from compact units

' to twin motor commercial models.
Wide choice of accessories and hose
lengths. Simple and easy to install.
Free planning and technical support.
Next day delivery.

Tel: 01491 836 666
www.cvcdirect.co.uk

cvé i r&

This deep, heavyweight Victorian style,
English made fireclay ceramic sink
from Shaws has a round overflow and
central 3%2" waste outlet. This beauti-
ful Classic Butler ‘statement’ sink is
— available in White and Biscuit finishes

" and can be completed with a basket
- strainer waste complete with ceramic
- indice with the Shaws logo, to ‘finish
off the look’.

~_ www.shawsofdarwen.com

P C Henderson

To boost additional housebuilding and
provide homeowners with houses suit-
able to their circumstances, the gov-
ernment have introduced the Self-build
" and Custom Housebuilding Act.

P C Henderson's sliding and fold-

# ing door hardware can help create
bespoke, flexible layouts to maximise
living space and a property that can
adapt to its occupiers’ needs.

www.pchenderson.com

Unsure what to do with Your Period Property Renovation?

Expert and sympathetic advice from pro-
s fessional Consultants experienced in pe-
riod and stone built property renovation
and dampness elimination. We specialise in
identifying and resolving problems created
by inappropriate management, materials
and technologies. We have the latest high-
tech diagnostic equipment for detection
and analysis of the sources of dampness
which combined with years of practice
makes us the ideal people to deal with.
www.reddockconsultancies.com

Crittal Windows

Crittall Windows’ new HomelightPlus
range of residential windows is the
21st Century enhanced version of its
successful Homelight window it first
made during the 1920s. It brings new-
look styling and window profiling, plus
higher energy-savings, performance,
and enhanced security.

www.crittall-windows.co.uk

First launched 23 years ago, demista™
heated mirror pads have been sold to
hotels, specifiers, architects, house
builders, and supplied through electri-
cal wholesalers and bathroom retailers.
The self-adhesive pads are slimline and
“ easy to install, simply fix in position

. and wire in to the electrical system ei-
ther through the lighting or a separate
switch.

www.demista.co.uk

Duravit's Paiova 5 bath by EOOS fo-
cuses solely on individual comfort.
With two different backrest slopes,
Paiova 5 offers the choice between
an ergonomic sitting position and an
especially flat reclining position — for
bathing with someone else or relaxing
alone. Paiova 5's meticulous details
ensure extraordinary comfort.

Tel: 0845 500 7787
www.duravit.co.uk

The straightforward design of both Santorini
models is both practical and enduring, provid-
ing plenty of towel hanging space with a chic
style that will continue to add a touch of class
to a bathroom or kitchen for years to come.
The Santorini towel warmer range is available
in heights ranging from 714mm to 1764mm
and widths of 500mm to 900mm, all of
which come with Purmo’s 10 year guarantee
and CE marked for quality assurance.

WWwWW.purmo.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Kay Dhillon on 01527 834496 or email kay.dhillon@centaurmedia.com
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With a superior array of colour, texture and size, York Handmade offer a unique
choice of genuine handmade bricks, perfectly suited for both traditional and
contemporary building designs.

T: 01347 838881 ) Search: York Handmade Brick
E: sales@yorkhandmade.co.uk M @yorkhmadebrick www.yorkhandmade.co.uk

/S e HWL

bespoke glazing

Dedicated to Self Build I S —

Specialising in the self build market, we manufacture, supply, [ il
and fit windows and doors. [

We guide you through the process from drawings to installation :
and work with you to make your dream home a reality. P\Q

Telephone: 0113 244 9006 | Email: build@hwlwindows.co.uk



INSURANCE

Great Insurance Products for the Renovator, Self-Builder,
Property Owner and Contractor

UNDER
RENOVATION

We provide insurance
for the following:

v/ Renovations
v Conversions
v/ New Builds
v Let Property
v Residential Property
v Commercial Property

CONTRACTORS
LIABILITY

Construction Companies
v Contractors Liability

PROPERTY v Contractors All Risks

OWNERS

Also...Home Insurance
v Unique Scheme
v Low Premiums

v Great Cover

Normal household
insurance is unlikely
to cover your
renovation project;
RENOVATION PLAN
is the solution

For great service,
quality cover and
low premiums

call the experts

RENOVATION:

www.renovationplan.co.uk

Buy online or call during office hours for an instant quote

FirsTCOMMERCIAL VR KPR A it 2 10
INSURANCE BROKERS LTD MOJiila=WeleIN[ERETy IRE{0]e]y B\ lelo Bl 34

As recommended by Sarah Beeny in ‘Ask The Experts’
Property Ladder magazine

Renovationplan is exclusively available from First Commercial Insurance Brokers

we are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 307652

ARCAID IMAGES

Next Month

On sale 28 April 2016

IN THE JUNE 2016 ISSUE:

= A Masterclass in Extending a Home

= Top Tips for Buying Wood Flooring

» A Youth Club Converted into a Home

= A Guide to Modern Methods of Construction
» Smart Solutions for Home Security

» Floor Structures Explained

= A Contemporary Coastal Self-build

= _.and much more!



STEPHENSON STUDIO

MY BIG IDEA NO. 13

The Stone Wall

Architect John Boardman shares one of his favourite design tricks

he client's brief for our Cefn Castell project
(above) in Criccieth, Wales, called for a refer-
ence to the local vernacular to be incorporated
into the design. As our modernist thinking from

the outset was at opposite
ends of the spectrum to
traditional domestic building styles, this
was quite a challenge. Our big idea here
came with the reuse of the remains of the
stonework from the existing 400-year-
old cottage on site, which enabled us to
build a monumental new boundary wall to
give the new house the traditional Welsh
element that our clients hoped for.
The design of the wall was constructed
by a local stonemason in the same tra-
ditional construction techniques handed

\/

John Boardman is associate of
architectural practice Stephenson Studio
(stephenson-studio.com)

Homebuilding & Renovating | 178

down through time. Not only does the wall offer privacy to the
house from the surrounding public coastal path which enve-
lopes the site, but it offers the design aesthetic that | particularly
love as an architect — that tension and contrast between the

old and the new, of contemporary glazed
elements delicately touching the random
textured richness of the stone wall.

We expanded on this further by mirror
cladding two short steel beams connect-
ing the main body of the house to the
wall, so that the reflecting surfaces allow
this connection to ‘disappear’. The layered
design of the house, with visual connec-
tion at all times to the stone wall through
large expanses of glass, allowed us to har-
monise the richness and complexity of the
wall with the purity of the main house. (H)
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(Just like us)

Innovation is at the heart of everything we do at IDSystems.
Each bespoke design is individually made to bring our

customer’s vision to life. And choosing IDSystems means . '
you'll also benefit from the most technically advanced

features such as child safe panel catches and stacking clips — IDSVSte

unigue innovations that you simply won't find anywhere else. GLASS |NNOVAT|ONS

t 01603 408804 | e info@idsystems.co.uk | a B2 Rhombus Park, Diamond Road, Norwich NR6 6NN | www.idsystems.co.uk

BI-FOLD DOORS =+« SLIDING DOORS ¢ GLASSROOFS e GLASS BALUSTRADES e« BALCONY GLAZING <« INTERNAL GLASS PARTITIONS « WINDOWS & DOORS



Floormnaker
N

Exclusive HBR Offer
Enter code: HBRAPR10

for 10% Discount
off your order.

Wide choice of quality
flooring and accessories
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