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Bi-fold Doors
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What a difference Origin makes!

Transform your home with Origin. Invite pure natural light in

and enjoy wonderful widescreen views with beautiful, precision
engireered bi-fold doors. Add matching Crigin windows to complete
the picture, and choose our bespoke remote control blinds for an
extra touch of luxury

Everything we make is custom designed, built to order in high
grade aluminium and perfect for your home - with a fabulous
chaice of colours, stylish handles and hi-tech accessories to make
it uniguely yours.

Contact us today, and discover the amazing possibiities Origin can
bring to your home

2 BRITISH

" designed & manufactured

Tel: 0BOS8 168 5816
Email: hello@origin-global.com

Visit: www.origin-global.com

& @originBifolds
n OriginFramesUK

RIGIN

Elegance without comprormise




One size fits all

Meeting the tougher thermal performance, thermal
bridging and airtightness requirements of the new

requlations can be both extremely challenging and costly.

The new Kingspan TEK® Building System of structural
insulated panels in & 172 mm thickness can achieve the
U-values you need to comply with the English, Welsh
and 2015 Scottish requlations, without the need for any
additional insulation.

Visit: www.kingspantek.co.uk/hbr

Insulation

ngs n.

Kingspan Insulation Ltd
Pembridge, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 9LA, UK

Further information on the Kingspan
Insulation range is available on:

G +44 (0) 1544 387 384
@ literature@kingspantek.co.uk
o www.kingspantek.co.uk

® Kingspan, TEX and the Lion Device are Registered Trademarks of
the Kingspan Group pic in the LK and other countries, All ights resanved.
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Projects, advice and inspiration for your home

COVER STORY: Framed in Oak
A spacious self-build, designed around the views,
marries traditional materials with modern living

Charlie Luxton’s Design

Guide to Barn Conversions

A masterclass in making the most of
these former agricultural buildings

20 Homes Built for Under £200,000
Our pick of the best budget self-builds in the UK

Transforming a Sixties Home
A SIPs extension and external facelift
brings a dated home into the 21st century

Before & After Design
A bungalow is opened up to the views thanks to full-
height glazing and a contemporary glass extension

A Contemporary Conversion

A granite farm building, together with its
striking weathered steel-clad extension,
provides one family with the ultimate home

Bi-fold, French or Sliding? How to
Choose Patio Doors for your Project
The very latest in design and expert advice

A Modernist Makeover
A postwar self-build is given a new lease of life
thanks to one couple’s extensive remodel project

How to Get Interior Glazing Right
It's an excellent means of allowing light to flood
from room to room — here’s how to achieve it

A Self-build on a Sloping Site
An award-winning Yorkshire build exemplar in
the art of designing a new home around a plot

My Big Idea: Smart Daylighting

One architect shares their favourite design concept - |

9




BUILDING & RENOVATING

Practical advice to help get your project underway

109 How to Win when Buying at Auction
It can be a great means of bagging a plot or
renovation project bargain, but there's a lot to
learn before becoming a savvy auction buyer

1 13 The Costs of Building a Roof
A look at the pros and cons of the key choices —
attic truss, fink truss and cut roofs — and the costs

18 The Latest Cladding Choices
B From GRP to metal — what you need to know
before specifying cladding for your new home

21 An Insider’s Guide to Replacing a Boiler
B How to get the best boiler when upgrading

22 Storing Solar Energy
B We investigate the latest electricity-storing products

which promise to make the most of renewable energy
— but are they all they're cracked up to be?

12 How to Discharge Planning Conditions

7 In the euphoria of achieving planning permission
it's easy to overlook the ‘small print’. Our expert
explains how to best discharge planning conditions

1 33 Toolkit: Exterior Makeovers

An in-depth, insightful design and build
project guide to giving existing homes a facelift

EVERY MONTH

1 3 Upfront
The latest self-build and renovation news,
views, products and your projects

20 Visit the London Homebuilding Show for Free!
Find out how to get your two free tickets here

23 Readers’ Survey
Your chance to tell us about you and what you think

— and potentially win a £100 John Lewis voucher
1 1 7 Build Cost Calculator

Calculate the cost of building a new home in
your region with our up-to-date cost guide

1 59 Source Book
A directory of key suppliers for your

project, as featured in this issue
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FOR LIFE

For most, designing and building your own oak frame home is a once in

a lifetime experience. It is your chance to create something completely
unique, a home that will not only serve your needs in the present, but one
which will become your legacy, mellowing gracefully and repaying you
with a lifetime of enjoyment. In recognition of this, Oakwrights cannot
over-stress the importance of getting it right. We use only exceptional,
seasoned, architectural designers to create our homes, designers such as
John Williams, whose lifetime of experience in designing for self-build has
honed and refined his skills, specialising particularly in oak framing.

Homebuilding
Show

The build quality, accuracy and finish of an Oakwrights oak frame is il
legendary, but a home meticulously designed alongside our architectural EXCEL, LONDON SI_]'{‘INSD
designers is the stuff of dreams. 25-27 SEPT 2015

2N
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OAKWRIGHTS plsUiiauNannies i \uaory @ iiv.v\%es f & ® YouTube




JELD-WEN b=
FIRE DOORS.
DESIGNED:
TOFIT.

JELD-WEN fire doors will fit seamlessly
into any self-build project, offering a
unique combination of inspiring looks
and reassuring quality.

We've got stylish options to complement
virtually every design theme with a range of
colours, thicknesses and finishes including finely
crafted natural wood veneers.

Our doors are all manufactured in the UK with
BWEF third party accreditation. We've also got
CE marked and CERTIFIRE approved hardware
and intumescent strips — so there’s everything
you need for a perfect finish.

To view our full range,
see our videos or to find
your local retailer visit




WELCOME SEPTEMBER 2015

Postwar Housmg
Made Good

he ugly ducklings of the

housing world are post-

war homes. Anything built

from 1950 until, frankly,

the present day is tar-

nished with the brush
of what it isn't — namely, characterful,
charming, pleasing and, perhaps, quin-
tessentially British.

The renovators amongst us have been
spending our time worrying about being
in keeping with this, or matching that.
But a growing number are now finding
that those homes built after the war offer
a rich seam of opportunity for creating
a modern, light, spacious family home
without the constraints of having to
work with something that needs saving.
Unshackled by history, we can take on
these ugly ducklings and create fabulous
homes. This is what our special Toolkit
(p.133) is all about this month — what to
do, and how to achieve it.
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7 HOMEBUILDING.CO.UK/SEPTEMBER15
73 CALL OUR DEDICATED SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM ON 01527 8344 35*

Jason Orme is the Editor of
Homebuilding & Renovating

Homebuilding.co.uk | 9

SUMMER

Elsewhere, our resident design expert,
TV's Charlie Luxton, tackles a pet topic
of his — barn conversion design (p.42).
Thanks to changes in planning rules
more of us are converting barns these
days and, I'm afraid to say, not all of us
are doing a good job. Charlie's guide is
essential reading.

Finally, a note for our London Home-
building & Renovating Show this Septem-
ber. With a new venue (ExCel), wealth of
expertise, free seminars and more, this is
the perfect day out. See you there. H]

© @JasonPOrme
homebuilding@centaur.co.uk

Jason Orme is currently rebuild-
ing a 1960s house (described as
‘Frank Lloyd Wrong’' by HB&R's
Contributing Editor Mark
Brinkley) and is an experienced
self-builder and renovator

JUST £26.10
FOR 12 ISSUES

*OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY TO THURSDAY 9AM—5PM; FRIDAY 9AM—-4.30PM
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Deputy Editor Claire Lloyd

Associate Editor Natasha Brinsmead

Features Editor Daisy Jeffery

Senior Web Editor Lindsey Davis
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SEE US AT STAND E136 TODD-DOORS.CO.UK

0800 987 8667

Todd Doors is the UK's |leading independent supplier of quality
timber doors and door fumniture.
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TODD
DOORS

BEAUTIFUL DOORS

SINCE 1952
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IronmongeryDirect

MASTERS OF OUR TRADE

A RANGE TO INSPIRE.
A SERVICE 10O ADMIRE.

From contemporary to traditional, you'll find the right look with the
UK’s Biggest Range of [ronmongery all available the NEXT DAY.

Text: ZY3468Z to 80800

" Call 0808 168 28 28 or go online to get your FREE CATALOGUE O T

CHECK OUT

ORDERBY 8PM  [liD\ FREE DELIVERY FREE RETURNS MINIMUM LOCKED DOWN
GET IT NEXTDAY ~ wgwwge OVER £45° «» WITHIN 30 DAYS 5 YEAR GUARANTEE |a| PRICES %RB%?“E

*Ex VAT

<| CALL 7am-8pm 7 days a week o B ONLINE Shop 24/7!

0808 168 28 28 W IronmongeryDirect.com rnouson > @) ©



IMAGES: SAOTA

UPFRONT

DESIGN DIGEST

The latest house design ideas and news from around the world

Beyond the Bay

This newly built, one-off home in South Africa has views to die
for — and the architecture isn’t too bad either. Wishing to
encapsulate the expansive 360° mountain and sea views from
the excellently positioned mountain ridge site in Bantry Bay,
Cape Town, architectural practice SAOTA has worked hard to
balance views with privacy.

The spectacular contemporary building is limited to two
storeys and so the main living areas, pool terrace and garden
are placed on the ground floor, with the family bedrooms
strategically positioned on the upper level for privacy. A
courtyard ‘cuts’ into the main living areas, with a water feature
and a delicate woven Cor-ten steel screen that provides a
tranquil, sheltered area. Secondary spaces have been posi-
tioned on a lower level with care taken to limit excavation.

Meanwhile, the exterior facade features a mix of Cor-ten
steel, white concrete, timber cladding, cast bronze, glass,
polished concrete and in-situ concrete, above which a
lightweight zinc roof with the slimmest of eaves subtly hovers. »»

Homebuilding.co.uk | 13



The Daity Telegraph 0 150 1t “You have given me outstanding

Homebuilding support and service... | cannot thank
&Renovating T EEE you and your team enough.”
AWARDS 2012 )i e

Rosie

Carpenter Oak create beautiful, award winning timber framed spaces.
Hand crafted by expert carpenters in our Devon workshops, we've raised
frames across the UK and abroad for over 25 years.

If your dream is to have a truly individual and sensitively designed
new build, extension, or cabin then we'd love to hear your plans -
contact us to start the journey.

(ARPENTEROAK.COM
DLBO3732900  HELLOGCARPENTEROAK.COM  THE FRAMING YARD, EAST CORNMIORTHY, TOTNES, DEVON TQ1 4



UPFRONT

SHARE

Your projects, views, moans and more

By 1 pea g thia
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“The House 1s
Now Starting
to Take Shape”

We catch up with self-builder

Joe Shimbart, who's building an
energy-efficient oak frame house in
Hampshire using natural materials

The carpenters from Carpenter Oak were on site this
month, and progress was rapid as the oak frame was
going up and the house started to take shape. However,
as the sun faded on the first day of this stage of the build,
the winds began to rise. Storm braces were fixed to the
partially raised frame, and the wind and rain battered the
site throughout the night.

The second day was inclement — the wind remained
high and the rain continued to fall. Doing what they
could, the carpenters assembled the trusses and cross
frames on the ground. The plot turned into a sticky clay
bog, but by the end of the day much had been achieved.
As they packed up their tools, the sun finally returned and
the oak and the ground began to dry.

Day three was quicker still — by midday the last piece of
the frame was being lifted into place. Oak pegs, levelling
and fixing followed. By six o'clock in the evening, nearly
everything was done. The team sat down to a well-
earned BBQ and rest. For more updates on Joe's project,
visit homebuilding.co.uk/blogs

From Facebook

Q. Are SIPs (structural insulated panels) any good?

A. "My husband and | have built two SIPs houses over

the past 15 years and we are just starting our third, and
can honestly say the product is incredible — exceptional
insulation, airtightness, design flexibility, strength, speed,
etc. It can leave you with a plain interior, though, so
consider this from the outset and use a company/supplier
that really understands how to work with SIPs and how
all the layers, junctions and secondary trades integrate.
Choose someone with experience and knowledge of the
product and also make sure you design your home with
SIPs in mind from the beginning. SIPs aren’t cheap, but
the qualities and benefits are undoubted.” Merry Albright

Be Social

lTop Iweets

“#Solar power set to provide record
15% of #UK's power #renewable
#energy” @greenroofsuk

o Facebook
o Twitter
@ Pinterest

ﬂl Youtube “What gets us up in the morning?!
Architecture! Then we slick back our

hair, slide on the polo neck top, jump
L Google+
-
9

“#RightToBuild will help meet demand
more closely. #NaCSBA meet #DCLG
today on #selfbuild & #custombuild”
@HolmesMike

in the SAAB, and look distressed”
@MATT _architect




FAKRO ROOF
WINDOWS -
WHAT YOU
SHOUDKNOW.

That our popular range comes in a choice .
of sizes and depths for true ‘easy fit’ and maximum light.

That we invest in research & development to bring you

safe and secure windows — including our unique TopSafe

mechanism to keep intruders out.

You should also know that FAKRO windows are among ®
the most efficient on the market. Want to know more? ’ FAK Ro
There’s even more to discover at www.fakro.co.uk FOR THOSE WHO KNOW



UPFRONT

MATERIALS

Latest looks for finishes and fittings

Lunar Kitchen from

Crown Imperial

Perfect for injecting industrial
style into your kitchen
concept, the new concrete-
style Lunar kitchen from
Crown Imperial, launching
1 August 2015, offers a
utilitarian twist to suit
contemporary schemes
with its grey tones. POA.

N TOTOME
AT

Metallic Tubs from Indigenous
Bathroom Collection
Introducing two metallic designs
to its range of freestanding baths,
Indigenous Bathroom Collection
now offers a traditional bateau
tub with either a tin or copper
(shown) finish that has been
polished to give a metallic sheen
— perfect for both rustic and
contemporary-style bathrooms.
The new baths in the collection
are offered alongside a range of

" furniture and surface materials to

suit any bathroom scheme. POA.

J. Rotherham's Aurelius
Fireplace Surround

Winning ‘Fireplace in Stone
of the Year' at the Hearth &
Home Exhibition Awards,
the Art Deco Aurelius fire
surround from J. Rotherham
combines Neolith stone and
Portland limestone, framed
by Corian® pillars and
integrated LED lighting. POA
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The Latest Stoves

The Cape Cod Range from Duravit

Designed by Philippe Starck, Duravit's new
Cape Cod bathroom collection combines solid
real wood with an innovative ceramic formula
that allows for especially thin basins and
coordinated bathtubs. The range also includes
New England-style furniture, which can be
combined or used individually. POA.

Series 10 Shower Walls from Merlyn

The new Series 10 shower walls from Merlyn

offer a modern wetroom solution, but also avoid
water spraying around the bathroom.
option of a 300mm swivel panel (shown) — as
well as an additional side panel for a different .
look — or a vertical bar for easy walk-in access,
the shower walls range in sizes, from 1,000mm

With the

to 1,400mm wide and up to 2,100mm high. S

They also feature 10mm-thick toughened glass

and come with a lifetime guarantee. POA.

Homebuilding.co.uk |

1. Dean Forge's Dartmoor
Baker stove is DEFRA approved
and is priced from £1,095

2. AGA’s Ellesmere family

of woodburning stoves

start from £795

3. The Bellingham 8kW

solid fuel stove from

Dimplex costs £1,099




Make your home a place for life and a space for living. From survey, to
installation and after care, we provide exactly the kind of service that you
would expect from the original and leading manufacturer in the UK.

Homebuilding
&Renovating Show Create a space for happier living

2a.27 SEPt 2005 | H135 call 0800 1214809
go to expressbifolds.co.uk

Showrooms in Glasgow, Leeds, Redhill & Romford

express |||

bl'fOIdlnq doors BI-FOLDS | SLIDING DOORS | ROOFS | WINDOWS | GLASS ROOMS

] MADE
IN GREAT
w4l BRITAIN




DARREN CHUNG

UPFRONT

THE LATEST

Events, news, tips and ephemera

Potton Founder
Peter Hutchinson, 1932-2015

We're sad to report the
passing of the inspirational
founder of Potton, Peter
Hutchinson, in July. Peter
founded Potton in 1964 as
a timber company making
everything from pallets to
fruit-packing cases, but a
trip to the United States in
the 1970s excited him as
to the prospect of building
timber frame properties
in the UK. For many years
Potton established itself as
a leading company, building
timber frames for hotels,
commercial developers
and council houses, and in the late 1980s, after Peter's
daughter enjoyed discovering the structural beams behind
the plasterboard as she renovated her own cottage, he
decided that there was a demand for a company to
help design and build post and beam country cottages.
Peter was born in Potton (a town in Bedfordshire and
home to the company that shares its name) to modest
means. His determination, vision and ambition has resulted
not only in establishing Potton as a leading self-build
company (it's now owned by Kingspan), but helping lay the
foundations — alongside his contemporary Murray Armor
— for the modern self-build world we know today. Potton’s
MD, Mark Stevenson, says: “Peter was a true visionary
and perpetual entrepreneur who revolutionised self-build
by introducing the package home concept. He inspired
many thousands of people to build and his legacy will
remain within the heritage cottages and rectory houses
that became his signature self-build homes. Peter’s legacy
reaches far beyond the houses that he helped to build.”
Thanks to Peter, thousands of people now live in their
dream homes. He received an OBE in 2007 and will be
much missed by us all.

Homebuilding & Renovating
featured Peter and his wife
Rita's own self-built home
in 2010. View it on the

archive at homebuilding.
co.uk/hutchinson

SIMON MAXWELL

A Reunion for Two of the UK's
Biggest Oak Frame Companies

Bringing together some of the country’s most talented
timber frame designers, two of the UK’s most well-known
oak frame companies, Carpenter Oak and Carpenter Oak
& Woodland, have announced that they are reuniting,
nearly 15 years after going their separate ways in 2001.

In a move that will create one large business with a
regional presence across the UK, the reunion will bring
back together Carpenter Oak & Woodland's founder
Charley Brentnall, Carpenter Oak’s Managing Director
Adam Milton and Frame Design Director Paul Kirkup.

Off-Site Construction Boost

Modular off-site construction could be the way forward
for housebuilding in the UK, according to a report from
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. The report
suggests that the Government should “support invest-
ment in the UK supply chain for off-site construction
technologies” in order to boost innovation and expansion
in what has already proven to be a popular build method
in the UK and across Europe. By encouraging growth in
off-site construction, the report argues that this move
would diversify the UK housing supply market, opening
up greater opportunities for self-builders. (H]

Homebuilding.co.uk | 19



UPFRONT SHOW PREVIEW

Got a Home Project?
C()me O OUI‘ S Qw!

TiCk@f We preview September’s London Homebuilding
GZ.VedWClV./ & Renovating Show — an essential day out

We have 1,000 pairs of tickets for the

building & Renovating Show at

oL o 27 September,

ExCel, London, from 25 t

up for grabs — to get yours
simply enter your details at

*
homebuildinshow.co.uk/setember

*Maximum two free tickets per reader.

eptember, Of

i mon 24 S
Offer expires at 3p e o,

i ickets
when all 1,000 pairs of tic
Children under 16 go free.

hether you are

renovating, add-

ing an extension

or building a

new home from

scratch, a visit to

the London Homebuilding & Renovating

Show at ExCel this September is a must.

With over 350 exhibitors, a comprehensive

range of free seminars and masterclasses

as well as our renown free 15-minute

expert consultations, you'll find everything

you need to get your self-build or home

improvement project off on the right track.

The London Homebuilding & Renovating

Show, sponsored by Anglian, is at ExCel
from 25 to 27 September.

Details

When: Friday 25 to
Sunday 27 September,
10am-5pm
Where: ExCel, London
Tickets: £18 on the door

More Information:
homebuildingshow.co.uk/london




IDEAS AND ADVICE IN OUR
FREE SEMINAR PROGRAMME
Whatever your area of interest, we've
got a seminar for you. Spend 30
minutes absorbing information and
ideas delivered by Britain’s leading
homes experts and enjoy debates
and analysis on the issues that
matter to you. With topics cover-
ing areas such as heating, Permitted
Development, dealing successfully
with builders and managing costs

— and much more besides — make
sure you get along early as seats fill
up fast. For a full programme, visit
homebuildingshow.co.uk/london.

PLANNING CLINIC

Problem with planning approval?
Get free planning advice on your
scheme from an expert at Foxley
Tagg Planning at our Planning Clinic.
15-minute slots are available on

a first-come, first-served basis.

POTTON DESIGN LOUNGE
Self-build experts from Potton will
help you design, create and deliver
your own beautifully tailored home.

OVER 350 KEY SUPPLIERS

If you're choosing products for
your project or looking for ideas,
we've gathered the UK's leading
companies supplying every-
thing from underfloor heating
and windows to architectural
services and staircases. Make
crucial contacts all in one day!

ASK THE ARCHITECT
Fancy some free professional
advice on your plans? Need
design inspiration to improve
your home? Bring your plans
along to our Ask the Architect
stand and enjoy a free 15-
minute consultation with a
RIBA architect.

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS AND BATHROOMS
In the KBB Inspiration Zone you will find

all the best products, ideas and solutions

for these critical rooms. Discover innova-

tive products, design inspiration and space-
saving solutions as well as the chance to
compare the very best fixtures and fittings.

FREE ADVICE FROM
INDEPENDENT EXPERTS
Bring along your questions and
plans to our free 15-minute con-
sultations — get solutions from
independent experts from Home-
building & Renovating magazine.

OAKWRIGHTS DESIGN SERVICE
Meet the designers who blend tradi-
tional skills with innovative technol-

ogy in free 20-minute sessions. (H])

DULUX DESIGN SERVICE

Dulux’s professional interior designers
will be on hand to offer free one-to-one
consultations to advise you on interior
design and colour schemes.

DON'T FORGET: CONSULTATIONS
ARE FREE BUT THERE'S LIM-

ITED AVAILABILITY SO ARRIVE
EARLY TO BOOK YOUR SLOT!

Homebuilding.co.uk | 21
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Beautiful Wmdows Doors & Staircases 4

» Traditional Bespoke Timber
Sash Windows

+ Bespoke Front Entry Doors \ \ |
* Timber Flush and Stormproof '

Casement Windows \ | !

* Timber Bespoke French Door & i
Bi-Fold Sets :

* Timber Bespoke Staircases N

% byngjomery

TRADITIONAL BESPOKE JOINERY

Tel: 01527 876348 | www.byngjoinery.co.uk

INSPIRATIONAL DOORS.
Undeniable value.
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READER SURVEY

Help Us to Help You!

Let us know what you'd like to see in Homebuilding & Renovating

— for a chance to win one of five £100 John Lewis vouchers

It's only by knowing more about you and your projects that we can help to
tailor the magazine better to you. Our survey will only take a couple of
minutes to complete — it's quickest to do it online at homebuilding.co.uk/
survey (you can also cut out this page and return it to us at our FREEPOST
address overleaf). What's more, you'll be entered into a free prize draw to win
one of five £100 John Lewis vouchers. We look forward to hearing your views
— and thank you for your time.

Jason Orme, Editor

ABOUT YOU

1. What is your age?

18-24 1125-34 1135-44
d45-54 155-64 Q65-74 Q75+

2. What is the occupation of the chief wage
earner in your household (or if retired, the
occupation prior to retirement)?

4 Professional company director

4 Senior manager

1 Manager

4 Clerical worker

(A Craftsperson

1 Manual/shop worker

1 Self-employed white collar

4 Self-employed manual worker

(4 Driver
(1 Student 1 None of these
3. What's your total annual
household income?

1 Up to £10k [ £11-£15k

O £16-£25k 1 £26k-£35k

1 £36k-£50k 1 £51k-£75k

1 £76k-£100k (1 £101k-£150k

Q £151k+ (1 Prefer not to say

4. Are you in the building trade? O

If yes, what do you do?
 Architect/designer

1 Builder/main contractor/project manager
1 Tradesperson

[ In materials industry

a Other

ABOUT YOUR PROJECT

5. Why are you building or renovating?
(tick one)

1 Want a better home built for us

d Want to move up the housing ladder

4 Energy efficiency [ Downsizing

 To sell for profit [ Upsizing [ Other

6. Are you currently, or intending to:
(1 Build a new house

1 Renovate/extend an existing house
1 Convert a building into a house

(1 Haven't decided yet

(| read for general interest

7. Is your project underway, or being
started within the next six months?
d Yes d No

If so, what stage are you at?

[ Gathering ideas

 Looking for land/renovation opportunity
(4 Design/planning permission

1 Finding builders

1 On site, pre-weathertight

4 On site, internal works

8. Have you completed a project

of this sort before?

1 Yes d No

If yes, how many projects?

(please state). ..o

9. What is your anticipated project
cost (excluding purchase price of
plot/property)?
1 £1-£50k

1 £101-£200k
1 £301-£500k
a£im+

1 £51-£100k
1 £201-£300k
L £501-£999k

10. Do you currently own the
plot/property for the project?
1 Yes 1 No

11. How did you find your plot?
(1 Plotfinder.net

(1 Local estate agent

(1 Word of mouth

(1 Auction

1 Zoopla

4 Rightmove

(1 Custom build developer

(1 Part of existing property garden

12. If you're building a new house, how
much do you expect to pay for your plot?
 £1-£50k 0 £51-£100k

d £101-£150k 0 £151-£200k

1 £201-£300k 1 £301-£500k

1 £501-£999k af£im+

dn/a

13. How will you finance your project?

1 Entirely privately/savings

(4 Mainly self-build mortgage

1 Other finance e.g. bridging, commercial
1 Stage payment
J Mortgaging dn/a

14. Are you interested in the custom
build route to building your own home?
1 Yes d No

1 Don't know what it is

15. Have you already commissioned
design work?
a Yes [ No dn/a

16. What size will your new home be?

(11-100m? (1101-150m?2

(1151-200m? 1 201-250m?
J 251-300m? (41 300-500m?
0 500m2+

17. What style will it be?

d Mainly traditional style

 Mainly modern/contemporary

O Other (please state).......ccocevveveeveeecceee
1 Haven't decided yet

dn/a

18. If you're building a new home, how

will it be built?

(d Masonry d Timber frame

1 SIPs [ ICFs

[ Other (please state).......ccoovvveeeiiccicnieieee,
1 Don't know yet

19. If you're doing work to an existing
house, does it require planning permission?
1 Yes d No

20. If you're building your new home,
how will you reclaim VAT?

1 Through builder/package supplier
(d Through own company

(d Through designer

[ VAT 431 scheme

1 Don't know yet

Qdn/a



21. If you're building your own home,

how would you describe the project?

1 We're self-builders

[ We're having a house built

[ Other, please state.......cccovevviviiviiiiccieeic
n/a

PROJECT ROUTE

22. Which build route will you be using?
Q DIY self-build

Q DIY + subcontractors

(A Self-managed subcontractors

(d Subcontractors + project managers
(d Main contractor to shell stage,

then subcontractors

4 Main contractor

(1 Package build company

1 Custom build

dn/a

23. Who will be choosing the products?
(d Mainly you

(d Mainly your designer

(d Mainly your builder

dn/a

24. If you're using a builder,

how did / will you find them?

4 Through your architect

1 Through recommendation

d Through registered sites e.g. Rated People,
FMB, Checkatrade

Other (please state).......cccooeveeevciicceeee,
1 Haven't looked yet

YOUR MEDIA
25. Which of these magazines do you regu-
larly read (at least once every four months)?
1 Homebuilding & Renovating

[ Grand Designs A Build It

Q Self-build & Design

d Real Homes

d Elle Decoration
 Period Living
Q25 Beautiful Homes
1 Homes & Gardens
4 House & Garden
4 /deal Home

A Living Etc

1 House Beautiful

26. Which one do you find most useful?
1 Homebuilding & Renovating
1 Grand Designs

O Build It

Q Self-build & Design

d Real Homes

(Q Elle Decoration

A Living Etc

 Period Living

1 25 Beautiful Homes

1 Homes & Gardens

U House & Garden

1 /deal Home d House Beautiful

READER SURVEY

27. Have you visited a Homebuilding &
Renovating Show in the last 12 months?
4 Yes 1 No

28. Where do you source most of
your design ideas?
4 Magazines

1 Online

1 Architect/designer
QOther..cooeeeeiee

29. Where do you source most of your
project and technical advice?

1 Magazines 1 Architect or builder
1 Online

30. Which other shows have you visited?

1 National Self Build & Renovation Centre
(Swindon)

[ Grand Designs Live 1 Build It Live

1 Ideal Home Show

(1 Other, please state)..........ococoooioiiiiii

31. How often do you visit our website,
homebuilding.co.uk?

(1 Regular user 4 Every few days

(1 Occasionally (4 Never

32. Do you use the following websites?
4 Homebuilding.co.uk

[d Realhomesmagazine.co.uk

1 Plotfinder.net (4 Periodliving.co.uk
1 Houzz.co.uk

33. Do you use our social media sites and
if so, which? (Tick those that apply)

[ Twitter (1 Facebook [ YouTube

1 Instagram [ Pinterest [ None

34. How often do you read
Homebuilding & Renovating?

[ First copy U I'm a subscriber

(1 Buy it regularly [ Buy it occasionally

35. Typically how many people read your
copy of Homebuilding & Renovating?

4 Just me a2

a3 a4+

36. How did you hear about us?

(d Browsing at newsagent/supermarket

[ Through a HB&R Show

(1 Through the Homebuilding website

1 Internet browsing

1 My designer or builder recommended it

1 Friend recommended

Other, (please state).........ccccoeevvviiiieeieiieeen,

37. Why do you buy the magazine?
(1 Readers’ homes [ Advice

(1 Design advice [ Inspiration

(1 Source products

(1 Source expert advice

(1 Find builder [ Find architects

Please send this form back in an envelope to HB&R Reader Survey, FREEPOST BM2127, 2 Sugar Brook Court,
Aston Road, Bromsgrove B60 3EX or fill it out at homebuilding.co.uk/survey

38. Please write the name of your three
favourite features in this month’s magazine.

39. What key areas do you

want to know about?

1 How to get started e.g. finding a plot

(d Technical advice e.g. timber frame

(1 Project advice e.g. managing builders

(1 Design ideas/advice e.g. barn ideas
Other (please state).......c.ccocevvvveiiccieeie

40. What one thing would you like

to see more of in the magazine?

(1 More homes (1 More project advice
(4 More technical advice

1 More design ideas/images

(d More supplier information

Other (please state).........ccocccvvveeiiceciicie

41. Would you recommend
Homebuilding & Renovating to others?
d Yes d No

42. Is Homebuilding & Renovating
good value for money?
1 Yes d No

43. If you read the magazine regularly,
what’s your main reason for doing so?

44. Would you be willing to pay for in-depth
expert guides or tools (e.g. VAT reclaim
companion) and if so how much?

O under £5 a£5-£10

a£10+ 1 Wouldn't pay

45. What one thing would make
the magazine better?

46. What would make you re/subscribe

to Homebuilding & Renovating?

1 Discount [ Free gift

[ Discount and free gift

1 Working on a project and find it essential

FOR A CHANCETO WIN1OF5
£100 JOHN LEWIS VOUCHERS

Homebuilding & Renovating is part of Centaur Media PLC.
We would like to contact you about our latest news, prod-
ucts and offers. If you prefer we DID NOT contact you,
please tick here: Post [ Email d Phone 1 SMS
Occasionally with your consent we may pass your details
on to carefully selected companies with a shared interest.
If you would like us to do this, please tick here:

Post [ Email d Phone [ SMS




ADVERTORIAL

Green and Innovative
Solutions for
Damp Homes

Two brand-new solutions — developed after two years of research and
development — could see an end to damp problems in the home

roperties in the UK increasingly suffer from

condensation issues due to current building

methods being more precise, and therefore

more airtight. Typical signs of condensation are

damp patches or black mould in corners, behind

furniture or just above skirting boards. Until now,
condensation has been a difficult problem to solve with tradi-
tional chemical damp-proofing techniques. However, Schrijver
Damp Proofing UK has developed a new product specifically
to eliminate condensation issues — the dryskirt.

A remarkable damp solution, the dryskirt allows natural,
outside air to flow through channels incorporated into a skirt-
ing board. This makes the dryskirt slightly cooler than any
other parts of the wall, intentionally allowing damp to con-
densate on to the surface of the skirting board. The damp will
then pass through the porous material of the dryskirt, at which
point the natural airflow expels it to the exterior. This ongoing
process allows the dryskirt to extract all excess damp from the
interior of the house, making it a warmer, more comfortable
and healthier place to live. Any signs of condensation will then
disappear rapidly.

Another innovation, a redesign of the Schrijver System,
is the dewbrick, which stands for Damp Extraction Widget.
Dewbricks are installed into exterior walls at regular intervals,
and extract damp using the natural airflow. A dew point in-
side the dewbrick causes damp to condensate, after which it
is expelled to the outside. The improved aerodynamics of the
design achieve a 40 per cent increase in damp extraction, and
the dewbrick also features adjustable insulation that improves
energy efficiency once the wall is dry. Furthermore, the new
design uses 50 per cent less materials and is made from 100
per cent recycled resources (limited to certain colours). With
this complete redesign, the solution has become significantly
more effective and sustainable.

With these two new innovations, the Schrijver System has
provided an up to date, green answer to the different types of
damp facing UK homeowners. Both products will be available
for installation from September onwards. For more informa-
tion on the system, visit greendampsolutions.co.uk (H)

Two Innovative Solutions to Damp

Top: The dryskirt attracts all excess damp
from the inside of the house and exports it
to the outside, using the natural airflow to
guide the moisture

Above: The dewbrick is installed into the
exterior wall from the outside. The porous
cylinder creates a dew point and col-

lects damp, after which the natural

airflow exports it to the outside

schrijver system”
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ADVERTORIAL SIX-STEP CHECKLIST

Assessing Your Project
for Renewables

Nearly any property, new build or renovation, can benefit from renewable
technology, whether you're seeking an efficient alternative to an old oil boiler by
opting for a heat pump or adding solar thermal to help with hot water generation

hilst the majority
of properties can
enjoy some type
of renewable
solution, there
are a handful of
important considerations to ensure that
the system installed is efficient and worth
the initial investment. Nu-Heat, experts in
fully integrated renewables, talk through
a simple six-step checklist to help you
assess your project for renewables:

how well is it insulated?
Insulation is extremely important
when installing a heat pump as they op-
erate at their most efficient when pro-
ducing lower flow temperatures. If your
property is a new build (built in the last
10 years), the insulation should be up to
current Building Regulations, meaning it
ought to be suitable for a heat pump.
Properties undergoing refurbishment
are also suitable, providing the insulation
levels are being brought up to Building
Regs standards.

2Does the property have

1 How old is the property and

access to mains gas? Heat

pumps are ideally suited to proper-
ties without access to mains gas as you're
likely to see a greater return on invest-
ment when compared to the cost of ail,
LPG and direct electric fossil fuels.

A heat pump could still be a renewable
solution for a new build on the gas grid,
as the high levels of insulation mean the
heat pump will operate very efficiently.

Does the site have plenty

of free land? When it comes to

choosing a heat pump, the site plays
a big part in the type of unit required.

A ground-source heat pump (GSHP)
requires free, accessible land that is ap-
proximately three times the total floor
area of the property to accommodate
the ground loops. There is also the op-
tion of drilling boreholes, although this is
considerably more expensive.

If space is not available, an air-source
heat pump (ASHP) is a good, cost-effec-
tive alternative.

Will the work require plan-

ning permission? it's important

to check if your property requires
planning permission before installing an
air-source heat pump.

They are varying criteria for different
planning authorities, so it is best to obtain
clarification on planning permission. The
main consideration is around the heat
pump'’s proximity to neighbouring prop-
erties and also the noise levels emitted.
The majority of installations will fall under
Permitted Development (PD) rights. Solar
is also covered by PD, however you must
check with planning if you are in an Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, a Conser-
vation Area or if the building is listed.

As a GSHP unit is situated inside the
property, planning is not required.

Access RHI funding One of
the big appeals of a renewables sys-
tem, aside from the on-going sav-
ings to fuel bills, is that the installation
cost can be offset by applying for the RHI.

Choosing the right supplier

Nu-Heat designs and supplies fully

integrated ground-source and air-
source heat pump systems as well as
solar thermal. By choosing a reputable
supplier, such as Nu-Heat, you can be
confident that you are investing in a re-
newable system that will perform.

The importance of system design, in-
stallation and commissioning support
should not be underestimated — they
provide you and the installer with peace
of mind that the installation is being han-
dled by experts. (H]

Nu-Heat designs and supplies bespoke warm
water underfloor heating and renewable
solutions for a wide range of projects.

Find out more by visiting nu-heat.co.uk or
speak to an expert on 01404 540650.

fo;H eat

UNDERFLOOR & REMEWABLES
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- This self<build replaces a fire-damaged cottage, which

. previously stood on the glorious site. The sympathetic oak

frame new:build is'clad in‘a blend of reclaimed stone (with.

. the front elevation, overleaf, clad entirely in stone), recovered: 1.

== from the demolished cottage, and render. Magnificent full- '
height gable end glazing fills the interiors with light

2



PROJECT NOTES

Project:
Oak frame
self-build

Location:
Oxfordshire

Dates: April 2012
— June 2013

Size: 300m?

Plot cost:
£465,000 (2011)

Build cost:
£586,000

Value: Unknown
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

oving house and getting married are among the
most exciting but also most stressful life events
going, yet Amanda and Colin Sheppard added
two more challenges into the mix: finding a plot
and building their own home.

With their wedding date set for midsummer’s
day 2013, Colin and Amanda decided to sell their separate houses
and build a new home together prior to their big day.

“We were both interested in oak framed buildings, so it seemed
a great idea for us to design and build one from scratch,” says
Colin. “The difficulty was going to be finding the right plot in the

right location.”

Finding a Suitable Plot

'The couple registered with Plotfinder.net in spring 2011 and pre-
pared themselves for a long wait to find somewhere suitable in an
area that stretched from the southern reaches of Oxfordshire and

ppea olc e cotte
the oak frame porch being the
dnly sign of the construction system
at the heart of this new build. The#
rear, meanwhile, makes the most’g
of the surrounding views over open

THE QUICK READ

»* On the site of a derelict, fire-damaged cottage,
Colin and Amanda Sheppard have built a traditionally
styled oak frame home, to a cost of £586,000

»* The inner workings of the house are concealed in
a central hub, with all the living spaces positioned
around the outside perimeter to increase the feeling
of space and the connection to the landscape

»* The property features an oak framed balcony to the
master bedroom and expansive glazed areas, which
make the most of the rural setting and views across
the south Oxfordshire countryside

Homebuilding.co.uk | 33



he double-height ¢ wing 'E’;g_om, with
focal-point fireplace and Jotul woodburning stove
(underfloor heating, powered by a o1t tind-source heat
pump, also keeps this home warfm), was the startingipoint
for the couple’s plans forthe house. Meanwhile, the
single-height living room (bottom right) provides a mere
intimate space, and|features bi-fold doors to make the
ost of the outdoor space and sunsets over the fields
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

across the Cotswolds and the Chilterns to Salisbury. Remarkably,
though, within just a few weeks, a plot came up for sale five minutes’
away from Amanda’s property. The corner plot on the outskirts of
the village of Great Haseley, with the wreck of a fire-ravaged, 16th-
century thatched cottage on it,looked a likely candidate; Amanda
visited the site straight away.

“I knew of the house, but as I looked round the site, with its
views of open fields on three sides, and sheltered by woodland at
the back, I saw it with fresh eyes,” she says. “We'd been advised that
if the right plot comes up you should act quickly, especially in the
south-east where it’s so hard to find somewhere to build, so Colin
joined me at the plot that same afternoon, and we put in our offer
and shook hands on it there and then.

“It was actually in a more prime position than we needed, but it
was just such a good spot. We didn't really think twice about it,” she
adds. “And even though we didn't actually like the existing plans, they
were for a good-sized house and we knew it wouldn’t be difficult
to get them changed because the footprint was already agreed.”

Designing an Oak Frame Home

With the offer accepted, Amanda and Colin could start the design
process. “We asked four different oak frame companies to show us
a selection of their builds,” says Colin. “We must have seen more
than 10 properties, but it was the best way to get a feel for what
each company could ofter — and further down the line, because
wed seen things that worked well, it gave us some great design
ideas for our own build.”

'The couple consequently chose Carpenter Oak & Woodland to
supply the frame. They wanted to make the most of the natural
beauty of the oak frame, and were looking to steer away from the
contemporary look that some builds achieve. “One of the reasons

we chose Carpenter Oak & Woodland is that we didn’t want the
house to look too angular. We really liked the curved beams that
wed seen in their houses. That really appealed to us; it softens
everything,” the couple explain.

'The drawing room — which now boasts a grand, double-height
inglenook fireplace — was the starting point for the couple’s ideas
for the whole house. One clever solution Colin came up with was
concealing all the heating and ventilation systems away from the
main living spaces. All the plumbing and electrics would also be
stowed in a utility hub in the centre of the floorplan, so that none
of the workings of the house would detract from the beauty of the
building and its stunning setting. This is the only wet area of the
house, so all the drains and pipes feed into this space; the bathrooms
are positioned around it. At the back of the kitchen, the utility
room is part of this hub and contains the washing machine and a
large dishwasher used when entertaining.

Architect Jason Jackson of Jackson Architects, experienced in
designing oak frame buildings, was hired to turn the couple’s
ideas into plans. “He did a fantastic job of making our ideas for
the designs aesthetically good and was really helpful through the
planning for us, too — in fact, he got us a 25 per cent increase in
volume on the original plans,” explains Colin. “The footprint wasn’t
bigger, but with the extra height upstairs with the oak frame, it’s
really made it seem more spacious.”

Once the revised planning application was approved, the con-
tractors were on site to demolish the derelict cottage — damaged
well beyond repair by the fire — and clear the site in April 2012.

Going on Site
With their architect based in Taunton, Amanda and Colin started
out managing the project themselves. However, after a few issues



HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

Kitchen
FThe kitchen was supplied by local
'/ company Constable & Pnillips
Interiors. The contemporary units,
combined with minimal oak on show,
give this room a modern edge

with the original builders, they decided that it would be prudent to
bring in chartered surveyor Andrew Eades to oversee the build and
liaise with the builders to ensure the job was completed satisfactorily.

'This proved a good move. In fact, Andrew helped the Sheppards
reach the conclusion that it would be better to part company with the
first set of builders and take on a new company to finish the build,
which though difficult at the time, turned out to be for the best.

'The couple were still keen to be involved in the process, however.
“By this time, Colin had sold his house to finance the first bit of
the build, and had moved in with me, so we were both nearby to
check on the build every other day,” says Amanda. “We were fas-
cinated by the building process, so we really wanted to be around,”
adds Colin. “Plus, we were quite keen to buy a lot of the materials
ourselves. We like choice, and we felt we could get materials we
wanted cheaper ourselves.”

Being able to visualise the completed house at an early stage in
the build process was a critical factor in ensuring that they were able
to create their ideal home, Colin explains: “We wanted to create an
open plan house that was light and airy and made the most of the
wonderful views. The oak frame provided a number of challenges,”
he adds. “The best frame designs have a simplicity and regularity,
so we had to make sure our ideas worked within the frame and yet
made the most of the wonderful qualities of the oak.” The couple
invested a lot of time in building their own 3D model of the house,
so they could see exactly what it was going to be like before a single

Homebuilding & Renovating | 36
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You don’t have to be made of money to build with copper. Copper actually saves
you money on plumbing costs, because it’s so easy to install, connect and
maintain. It saves on bills, because it uses less energy compared to some
other materials. Copper is made to measure, resource efficient, natural, long
lasting and can be used in all plumbing applications. In the long term, the
smart money’s on copper. Find out more at

www.come-home-to-copper.co.uk

Visit www.homebuilding.co.uk/register-interest-copper for more information




First Floor Rooms

The vaulted ceiling in the master bedroom allows the green
oak frame to take centre stage. With windows on two sides,
plus an oak frame balcony, the room gives wide views of

the surrounding countryside. Concealed within a void above
the bank of wardrobes is the ducting for the ventilation
system. Meanwhile, both the en suite (above right) and family
bathroom (right) feature flooring from Mandarin Stone;
sanitaryware by Buildbase was specified for the latter

stone had been laid. “This made it easy for us to get the fine detail
exactly right,” says Amanda. “It made it possible for us to try out our
difterent ideas and collaborate to produce something that worked
perfectly for both of us.”

Colin and Amanda’s different perspectives materialised into one
coherent, beautiful home. As if building a completely original new
home wasn't stressful enough, the couple had the additional pressure
of an unmovable deadline for completion. “Well before we started
the project, we had set the date for our wedding for midsummer’s
day, with the intention of a joint house warming and marriage cel-
ebration in the garden,” says Amanda. “We thought we had allowed
ourself more than enough time to get everything finished, but with
a few delays here and there, things got later and later,” adds Colin.
“Two weeks before the big day there was still a huge amount to be
done but everyone pulled together and worked around the clock

and, on the day, everything looked absolutely amazing.” (H)

Homebuilding.co.uk | 39



Building your dream house?

For those finishing touches
choose Forticrete Cast Stone

Designed to co-ordinate with stone, brick or
render, items are suitable for timber frame,
or conventional brick and block construction.

Consistent quality, time after time.

Czll 01909 775000, email caststone@forticrete.com
or visil www. forticrete.co.uk

Forticrete
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HOMES OAK FRAME SELF-BUILD

TheProject

ARCHITECT'S VIEW

True greenfield sites for single new houses are relatively rare.
From a planning permission point of view, a replacement dwell-
ing' (demolish and rebuild) is a much easier proposition, with the
added bonus that the cost of demolition is normally more than
offset by having the services and drainage already in place.
However, there are limits on how much larger the new house
can be over and above the one being demolished. Colin and
Amanda found a large derelict house, on a beautiful plot, which
gave them precedent for all of the floor space they required.

The couple really wanted a green oak framed house, but
the plans attached to the original planning consent simply
couldnt be built in this material. We are specialists in oak
frame projects, but one of our first jobs is to explain to clients
that a true frame dictates the plans — not the other way round.
They took some convincing to rip up their plans and start
again, but Colin is a great project manager and quickly got his
head around the new approach. Even more impressively, Col-
in learned to use the Google SketchUp modelling program to
help visualise the finished house.

Building a home like this is a huge challenge and takes a lot
of drive, dedication, careful decision making and hard work. We
were pleased to be involved in guiding Colin and Amanda
through the intricacies of the project, but a huge amount of the
credit must go to them for the beautiful results.

Jason Jackson
Architect

First Floor
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SUPPLIERS

Oak frame supplier Carpenter Oak &
Woodland.........c.ccccceeeeiriennnnee 01225 743089
.................... carpenteroakandwoodland.com
Architect Jackson Architects ..........ccccoeeunen.
....... jacksonarchitects.co.uk; 01823 443742
Chartered surveyor Andrews Eades............
...................................................... 01844 261222
Second main contractor Luxon & Cross
Construction .......c.ccccccoeeiine. 01628 482192
Kitchen supplier Constable & Phillips
INteriors........ccooeveeveeeeeeeeenn. 01844 208003
Ground-source heat pump and under-
floor heating supplier Ice Energy .................
.................................................... 0808 145 2340
Ventilation system supplier ADM Systems
...................................................... 01756 701051
Staircase and specialist joinery supplier
Woodrows Joinery ................ 01844 201449
Oak flooring supplier Everything Wood .....
...................................................... 01865 367888
General building materials Buildbase .........
.................................................... buildbase.co.uk
Decorator Oxford Painting Company..........
.......... theoxfordshirepaintingcompany.com
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BUILD TIME

Apr 2011 Land purchased

Jul 2011 First planning application

Sep 2011 Planning approved

Jan 2012 Revised planning application
Mar 2012 Revised permission approved
Apr 2012 Work started on site

May 2012 Foundations completed

Jun 2012 Oak frame erected

Sep 2012 Watertight shell completed
Jan 2012 First fix

Mar 2012 Second fix

May 2012 Final decoration;

the couple moved in

Jun 2013 Landscaping completed

BUILD COST BREAKDOWN

Demolition £11,000
Foundations £57,000
Oak frame (including

porches and cleaning) £74,000
External walls and stacks £55,000
Internal structure £34,000
Roof £52,000
Internal and external joinery,

and glazing £69,000
Internal and external finishes £39,000
Electrical installations,

including security £33,000

Plumbing, bathroom
fittings and woodburning
stoves £31,000

Heating and ventilation £35,000
Kitchen and utility room

cabinets and appliances £39,000
Garage £25,000
Misc £32,000
Total £586,000



DESIGN MASTERCLASS

The Art of Designing

Barm Conversions

The secret to a successful conversion is working with the existing building, rather
than shoehorning in ‘traditional’ domestic features, says designer Charlie Luxton

CHARLIE LUXTON

Architectural designer Charlie is the
director of Charlie Luxton Design and a
popular broadcaster, presenting
‘Building the Dream’ on More4

ith a practice in rural north Oxfordshire
've been lucky enough to work on lots
of barn conversions and I love designing
them. I relish the challenge of creat-
ing a functional, dramatic home while
maintaining the core ‘barn-y-ness’of the
building. For me, the Litmus test for the success of any conver-
sion is that, if led blindfolded into one and then unmasked, you
should immediately know what kind of building youre in. Too
often conversions obliterate and obscure a barn’s origins so that it
looks and feels like an ordinary but oddly proportioned house, and
not a celebration of the utilitarian beauty of the existing building.
In many ways, barns are a bit like relationships — if you hope
to take one on because you want to change it, then don't. If you
can love it for what it is, quirks and all, then a barn’s life is for you.

Successful Barn Conversions

Left: This contemporary design by Pack Associates — clad in zinc
and timber — stays faithful to the original Dutch barn structure;
Above: Double-height, voluminous spaces and opportunity for
large glazed openings are big attractions for those converting these
former agricultural buildings. The Bisca staircase, with its oak treads
and handrail and glazed balustrade, is a sympathetic but statement
addition. The window is also by Bisca; Opposite top: The best
conversions, like this project by Julian Cowie Architects, are free
from domestic features such as porches, and as such, allow the
existing structure to shine; Opposite bottom: Barn conversions can
provide the opportunity to experiment with materials, such as OSB
— as this project by Carl Turner Architects demonstrates
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TIM CROCKER PHOTOGRAPHY (JULIAN COWIE ARCHITECTS)

DESIGN MASTERCLASS BARN CONVERSIONS
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EMBRACETHE
FUNCTIONAL BEAUTY

'The recent changes to planning rules have opened up the possibility
of residential conversion for many agricultural structures previously
considered not worthy. Dutch barns (opposite, left), corrugated
metal barns and pole barns are supremely functional. Embracing
the ‘barn-y-ness’ of these buildings is even more important in get-
ting the best out of this latest crop of agricultural buildings ripe
for conversion. I find real beauty in their pragmatic simplicity,
but you do have to work with their core character and make the
structure, form and materials work for you rather than force them
to be what they are not.

'The barn form lends itself to so much of what we want in a
modern home — space, height and massive openings for walls
of glass. They allow for experimentation in affordable, interesting
materials, too. Metal, timber, fibreboard, rubber, you name it, pretty
much anything goes with these buildings — except trying to make
them what they are not. They are not constructed from traditional
house materials, for instance, so trying to reclad them in slate, tile,
brick or stone will more than likely end up looking wrong. Nor are
they ‘polite’, with regularly spaced portrait windows which conform
to the Golden Ratio. They shouldn’t have porches, dormers, brick
chimneys or fiddly domestic details. If you do want these features,
go and buy a house! If you want to go on an adventure into design
and a home full of architectural interest, barns are a good bet.

Homebuilding.co.uk | 43
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Choosing the right materials and taking care of the finer details can mean
the difference between timber cladding looking great for a few months or a
lifetime.

For over 15 years self builders across the UK have benefited from Silva
Timber’s speciality timber cladding range, expert advice and exemplary
service to make natural timber cladding a part of their home.

Equipped to supply timber cladding to your exact specification, Silva offer a
carefully chosen range of the world’s best performing wood species; factory
pre-finished with leading wood protection solutions for decades of trouble-
free performance.

Want to keep cladding looking like new? Prefer the silvery-grey look? We've
got solutions to create the look you want while protecting timber against UV
and weather damage.

Whatever your requirement, speak to the timber cladding experts.

01514953111 o

01895 271 300 (o1, S I Lv A .
For more information visit:

www.silvatimber.co.uk TIMBER PRODUCTS

enquiries@silvatimber.co.uk




ALISTAIR NICHOLLS; DARREN CHUNG; KITCHEN ARCHITECTURE

DESIGN MASTERCLASS BARN CONVERSIONS

GETTING THE
INTERIOR SPACES RIGHT

Another challenge with barns is fitting in all the rooms and func-
tions necessary in a modern home without subdividing the space
too much; again, think back to the blindfold test. I also always try
and make a ‘moment’in a barn conversion when you can understand
the entire height, width and length of the original space; a memory
of the raw, untamed building. Architecture needs drama and barns
can provide this through wonderful uncluttered space — keeping
this alive as you transform your barn is key to success.

'The blindfold test should also apply to the interior design and
fit-out. The interior and exterior should chime. This could be
through simple, rustic, agricultural-inspired construction using
traditional materials, or contrasting super-sleek modern minimalism
(the Kitchen Architecture Bulthaup kitchen, above, being a prime
example). It is not for me to say how it should be or look, but it
must communicate and be in dialogue with the buildings roots.  »+
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DESIGN MASTERCLASS BARN CONVERSIONS

INTRODUCING LIGHT

When built, barns were not conceived for human habitation. As
such, they usually have very few openings, but those openings
which they do possess tend to be either massive — designed
for loading and unloading industrial-scale machines and/
or animals — or very small, for purposes of cross ventilation.
Getting light into all the rooms without punching the build-
ing with too many new openings, is one of the single biggest
challenges facing converters.

There are no hard and fast rules but I tend to start with the
light and view, locating the principal habitable rooms where
the main openings are, while accepting that some parts of the
building will, most likely, be dark. Utility, plant rooms and
WCs may only have borrowed light but if handled well and
contrasted against spacious, light-filled living and circulation
areas, they can be an interesting counter note in the wider
composition of the design. Dark, cosier spaces may well lend
themselves to snugs and living rooms used in the evening.

Do all you can to avoid new openings. Where they are abso-
lutely crucial, consider them in the same vein as the existing
structure. Fewer larger openings are nearly always better than
multiple smaller ones. Single openings that span between floors
or rooms so that externally they appear as one opening rather
than two, can help maintain a building’s integrity. Barns were
not generally designed with polite symmetry in mind, they
are often a bit random and asymmetric, so try and continue
that in your alterations. Most barns are a simple rectangular
shape, so rooflights are key to getting light into the middle of
the building while maintaining the monolithic integrity of the
walls. Here too anything domestic is the enemy so think large
single rooflights rather than multiple small ones. @

Introducing Light
From top: Cosy
living rooms and
utility spaces may be
best placed in areas
with less natural
light (a well-planned
artificial lighting
scheme can work
wonders instead);
Large openings
which span both
floors can lend
natural light to
principal spaces

and bedrooms
above; Large
rooflights or glazing
work better than lots
of small openings

TS

MORE BARN CONVERSIONS ONLINE
»+» Planning rules explained »+» Conversion case studies

Visit homebuilding.co.uk/conversions

Homebuilding & Renovating | 46



Plotfinder.net can offer you:

e Over 13,500 project opportunities for sale
@ 100s of unique, private sale plots
o Free email alerts tailored to your search criteria
® New advice section to provide you with insider tips and ideas

Visit sff)lotfinder. net
to begin your search today!
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PAY LESS...

.FOR CEaQO Fit' FLOOR HEATING

Wunda's hassle free ‘Eag@ Fit' underfloor, overfloor & joist systems are
suitable for all extensions, renovations and new build projects - ideal for
both DIY and professional installers.

" puaccor A ) Enjoy the best quality & lowest prices..
X MIND 9
\ " GUARANTEED " ] 4 .and longest‘peace of mind'guarantees in the business. Our price promise means,

. S = if you find the equivalent product cheaper elsewhere, we'll double the difference!

Free custom pipe layout plan supplied
for each individual project..

..matched to the energy rating of your home - ensuring the best

performance for your floor heating system

Choice of payment options including
Interest Free Credit...

.Credit/Debit Card « BACS Payment « Cheque - or up to 24 months
interest free credit (0% APR Representative)

Why Floor Heating?

It's healthier, more comfortable, increases living space and is much
cheaper to run than radiators!

4—————'—_—/




BUY DIRECT & MAKE  fifies:
MASSIVE SAVINGS

WHEN COMPARED TO:

POLYPIPE, SPEEDFIT, NU-HEAT &
THE UNDERFLOOR HEATING STORE

For a free no obligation estimate, send your plans or dimensions to:

plans@easyfitfloorheating.co.uk
@ TRUSTPILOT
EE.:rugﬂ Fit'- a division of WUNDA GROUP PLC
easyfitfloorheating.co.uk ‘ 0800 5420 816



GALLERY

20 Homes Built
For Under £200,000

Inspiration for low-cost traditional and contemporary-style self-builds

£125,000 £171,000 £98,500
This timber frame house on the Isle of Skye Built in cottage style, this 165m?home in The self-builder of this Welsh home took
draws inspiration from simple vernacular forms Hampshire features quality natural materials on an oak framing course to complete it

£115,000 £185,882 £139,000
This 100m? energy-efficient home by Photovolatic solar panels and a ground- This three storey SIPs house in Leeds was
Ecohouse resembles a Cornish cottage source heat pump complete this new build designed by Halliday Clark Architects

.

£95,000 £123,000 £180,000
The retired joiner owner of this 72m? timber This striking, sustainable self-build, Log Cabin UK designed and erected this
frame home self-built it almost entirely designed by Rural Design, was built in SIPs 170m? highly insulated home in Derbyshire
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£175,000 £200,000 £140,000
This low-energy home in Milton Keynes Once Border Oak erected the oak frame, This new 165m? home on a sloping Perthshire
complies with the Lifetime Homes standard the owner took this project to completion site was designed by CASA Architect

£59,000 £139,000 £200,000
Though just 40m?, this clever home by The Buying in bulk helped the owners build With walls of straw bale and natural insulation,
Wee House Company still packs a punch this four-bed, 300m? home for under £150k this low-cost build is also eco-friendly

£158,000 £100,000 £120,000
This three bedroom modern cottage in Constructed in ICF, this new Scottish home This modern farmhouse in Devon belies
Surrey replaces a rundown bungalow was self-built almost entirely by its owner its traditional oak frame construction

FIND MORE PROJECT

£90,000 £140,000 IDEAS ON OUR WEBSITE
The self-builder of this timber frame home Drawing inspiration from the vernacular, »+ homebuilding.co.uk
in Brighton designed it to suit its tight site this Norfolk blockwork house is clad in flint
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL AND EXTENSION

Bland to Grand

Kate and Andy Stoddart have transformed.an ordinary 1960s
house into a contemporary, open plan family home

Words: Karen Darlow Photography: Nick Huggins
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Open Plan Living
In addition to remodelling the existing floorplan, a two storey
extension — built in SIPs (structural insulated panels) — has
¥ d Kate and Andy with a modern family home. The open
' [  key space. Andy poured and cast the
3 a\ ". the couple thousands of
vibrant flash of colour




PROJECT NOTES

Project:
Contemporary
remodel and
extension

Location:
Surrey

Dates: Feb 13
-Sep 14

Size: 210m?

Building cost:
£440,000

Build cost:
£193,100
(£920/m?)

Value: £940,000




HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL AND EXTENSION
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL AND EXTENSION
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Front Elevation

A two storey extension forms a new
gable end to this 1960s house, which
is almost recongisable thanks to grey
render to the ground floor and Kebony
cladding to the first floor. A new
glazed entrance adds wow-factor
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THE QUICK READ

»+ Kate and Andy Stoddart have extended and remodelled
a 1960s brick-clad property, creating a modern, open plan
family home, which is clad in render and Kebony timber

»+ S|Ps (structural insulated panels) was the construction
system of choice for the new extension, providing both
a quick build and an airtight, well-insulated envelope

»* The build project, designed by architect Kate
and managed by Andy, provided a sounding board
for the couple’s clever design ideas

ate and Andy Stoddart and their young children, Tom

and Ava, are living the rural dream. Their home might

not be a typical country cottage but, as Kate is an archi-

tect with her own practice and plenty of new ideas to try
out, ‘typical’ wasn't part of the brief.

'The couple had been looking for a village home within easy reach
of London for many months when a 1960s three-bed detached
house came up for sale not far from Andy’s parents. “I'd be lying
if T said it was love at first view, but I was excited because I could
see exactly how we could make it work for us,” says Kate. “I started
sketching up my ideas as soon as we got back from the viewing,
and, before long, I had a really clear idea of what we would need
to do to transform it.”

Developing the Design Concept

One thing that particularly struck Kate was that the site was carved
in two by a detached garage, which completely cut off the house
from the garden. Moving into the property in May 2012, the Stod-
darts had approval by October to demolish the garage to make way
for a two storey extension featuring an open plan kitchen/dining/
living space downstairs, with a new master bedroom, bathrooms
and home office above it.

“I sent the plans in for pre-application advice — something I
always advise my clients to do if it’s a controversial site — and they
wanted us to pull the extension off the boundary slightly, so we
revised that,” says Kate. “The plans then went through first time. I
think the fact that the property was a fairly ordinary, brick-built,
tile-hung house meant that the planners weren't too concerned about
it. And my feelings were very much that it was a 1960s house, so
if youre going to renovate it, make it look of its time — there was
no point in making it appear older.

“The house is surrounded by trees, so I knew I wanted to use
timber cladding,” continues Kate. “The answer was Kebony, a
renewable material derived from Scots pine and treated with a
sugar cane waste product. It was a bit of an experiment as I hadn't
used it before, but it’s very hardwearing and the wood weathers to
an attractive grey colour.”
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Living Room
| Polished concrete is |1

used for both floor |}
and fireplace, which _'
ouses a woodburning /|
stove from Focus||




HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL AND EXTENSION

Extending in Structural Insulated Panels

Andy gave up his job in engineering in order to work on the build,
with help from his father and input from a few trades, such as a
plumber and Andy’s electrician brother. He completed much of
the work himself, including all the steelwork, bathroom tiling and
plastering. Plus, he fitted the kitchens and the bathrooms.

The couple decided to use a structural insulated panel (SIPs)
system for the extension, both for the speed the build method offers
on site and to create a highly insulated, airtight structure. However,
the site initially proved to be problematic, with a steep slope and
natural springs, so the ground required careful preparation, especially
after a wet winter. “We had to get a team of groundworkers in to
pour a massive slab of concrete over the soggy ground,” explains
Kate. “So, after the garage had been demolished, they set to work.”

With the concrete slab in place, the panels were erected. “The
upper floor overhangs by 500mm, cantilevered out to give a bigger
footprint,” says Kate. “Despite sub-zero temperatures, by day 10
the SIPs sections were in place and the roofers could come on site
to cover the structure.”

‘The family were able to live in the original part of the house while
the new section was sealed oft and worked on independently. “We
only had to move out for one night, when relocating the staircase
from one end of the old house to a more central position,” recalls
Kate. “We were able to continue using the old kitchen, now a
utility room, throughout the 18-month build, and, although for a
tew weeks the old bathroom became part of the landing and we
had to brush our teeth in the bath, the arrangement worked well.”

Creating Variations in Level

Besides uniting the house with its garden, the new extension
allowed Kate and Andy to create some interesting variations in
floor and ceiling levels inside. For instance, two smart oak steps lead
from the entrance hall down to the new downstairs living space to
enable the sliding doors to be flush with the garden. The result is

an unusual ceiling line, with three different heights — the highest
at the far end of the room, where a Contura woodburning stove
creates a focal point, framed on either side by a wide bench from
IKEA and topped with a plinth, custom-made in situ by Andy, in
cast concrete. Kate chose taller than average sliding doors (2.4m
high rather than 2m) to allow more daylight into the room and to
balance the extra height in this family space.

The middle section, with the lowest ceiling, is the cooking area,
where a vast island workspace houses an induction hob. Like the
bench at the other end of the room, the kitchen worktop is made
from cast concrete. The lower ceiling height here allows for specific
task lighting in the preparation area, and houses the cooker extrac-
tor. “The different parts of the room each need their own style of
lighting, and it works very well to divide and define the space in
this way,” says Kate.

A further change of level creates additional height in the din-
ing area, where a high-level, letterbox-shaped window illuminates
the space, but prevents people looking in on the Stoddarts’ family
mealtimes. “The house is on a bridle path, though, and the window
is at horse’s head-height, so occasionally we get some unusual
passers-by as we're eating our lunch!” says Kate.

First Floor Rooms

A dramatic double-height entrance hall (opposite bottom
right), with glazed balustrade to the landing and pendant
lights from Dunelm, leads to the first floor. A clever three-
quarter-height partition wall conceals a dressing area in
the master bedroom (below), while in the family bathroom
(below left) Kate chose a simple monochrome scheme,
with tiles from Topps Tiles and a suite by Victoria Plumb
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From balustrades, columns and porticos to

pier caps, window surrounds and custom designs
— our high specification cast stone designs provide
affordable elegance to any project.

Browse our unrivalled collection online
or call to request a catalogue.

haddonstone.com
HADDONSTONE 01604 770711

f N\ - -
[ | Mark Heat Recovery Systems = w="
_~_—,,| B “Investment in your air quality”

- Very low noise transmission
between rooms

« SAP Appendix Q Approved

. Zero leakage ensures performance . . .
9 P - Anti-static coating prevents dust

build up reducing dust trap

- Save up to 70% on ducting - Smooth 75mm diameter bore for
installation time easy cleaning

- no loss of valuable regained air

Mark Heat Recovery Systems offer great service from start to finish. From
the sale right through to the aftercare service. With high levels of expertise
within our company, Mark Heat Recovery Systems is all you need to know to
ensure a comfortable and healthy living environment for your home.

Mark Heat Recovery Systems
Tel: 0754 716 3939 info@markheatrecoverysystems.co.uk
www.markheatrecoverysystems.co.uk

Building Tectonics Ltd

Architectural Design Services

@building-tectonics.co.uk
k www.building-tectonics.co.uk

< 01908 366000

Improving your house is probably the best
investment you can make.
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Creative Design Solutions

As the house is effectively a showpiece for her practice, Kate was
keen to try out new ideas. The windows have lacquered plywood
cills, a stylish contrast to the grey aluminium frames that reference
the house’s 1960s roots. The doors are the reverse: grey-painted
MDF architraves with the oak doors. The newly positioned stair-
well balustrade is louvred with two layers of laminated plywood,
in keeping with the window surrounds.

The concrete worktops were also an experiment (Andy poured
the concrete himself to create the worktop), and, priced at just
over £750 for the island and the bench in the living area, proved
to be cost-effective. “Cast concrete is not a faultless material, like
Corian, but it was surprisingly easy to work with and it’s wearing
very well,” says Kate. Andy had to act quickly once the concrete
was mixed, but now he'd be confident doing it again.

'The vibrant orange glass splashback behind the sink was another
good buy. “We saved so much money by using an online supplier,”
says Kate. It was, however, one of the very few things that went
wrong during the project. “We were told it was completely opaque
and you wouldn't be able to see through it, so we stuck it to the wall
with some leftover grey tile adhesive,” explains Kate. “However, as
it dried, the glue started to show through, so we had to rip it off
the wall and scrub it clean before starting all over again — this

Rear Elevation

Two sets of sliding doors, positioned either side
of the new extension, provide access to both the
sheltered courtyard and lawn to the other side

time with a clear adhesive. Even with all that hassle, we're still very
pleased with our splashback,” says Kate.

The fact that the couple were building their own house to their
own plans meant that snags and mishaps were very rare. “When
you're doing your own build — and doing it as slowly as we were
— you tend to resolve any issues and modify your ideas as you go
along, whereas normally you don’t get that chance to correct things.”

For all its creative design solutions, the house is first and fore-
most a family home and had to work well for Kate, Andy and the
children. Having put it through its paces for almost nine months,
Kate feels that it more than meets the brief. “I love the style of our
house from the outside,” she says. “It’s like a kind of contemporary
barn; a simple form of architecture. It seems huge now that it’s
finished, because you get used to living in so few rooms and being
surrounded by all the building materials and dust, but now that
has all gone and we also have an extra room downstairs, it feels
really luxurious.” @
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Prices from
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< W pottering?

What would you do in yours? Garages, studios, barns,

stables and garden structures, the possibilities are endless.
All handmade from the finest materials using traditional
craftsmanship. From standard models to bespoke structures,
we offer a full building service and self assembly options.

At surprisingly affordable prices.

www.borderoak.com/outbuildings
01568 708 733 or outbuildings@borderoak.com
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Kate Stoddart
Architect and
homeowner

HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL AND EXTENSION

TheProject

THE ARCHITECT'S VIEW

At ground floor level, the extension needed to accommodate
the main living spaces so the whole family could be together
during the day, while still allowing the two garden spaces on
either side to visually connect. When sitting in the living area,
you have glazing on either side to both garden areas, which is
fantastic. Once the doors are open, the extension becomes
part of the gardens. A bank of storage sits underneath a con-
crete worktop at the seating end of the extension; this also
doubles up as a plinth for the stove and additional seating.

Due to the slope across the site, the extension sits half a me-
tre lower than the original house, which allows it to connect to
both garden levels and also adds headroom to increase the
sense of space. The kitchen has been designed to sit centrally
in the large open plan area as a place for the family to gather
around; the large island is positioned so that the main children’s
play areas can be seen.

Upstairs, the guest suite has privacy at one end of the house,
while the master bedroom enjoys separation at the other, with
the children’s rooms in between.

The staircase needed to be relocated so that it sat more cen-
trally in the floorplan and could be utilised to create a galleried
space over the entrance hall with frameless glass balustrading.

5’1 Master l\
}1 Bedroom |
] |

i
. [
First Floor 0 —— —
| | ErS I
iv—ﬂ ~—*::‘.:£—“’-‘—~‘—~k—-;“L‘._“_"-tvm—w—'ll—,:’:::_'_tn»~~ —\ i - ]
| | Bedroom | Bedroom | b
1 | Lo I
i Bedroom % | | L, Bathroom !
I ! ™ | A
¥ A ]
i ! N - |
LY M P I
T TR L Bedroom
S N W 1111111 11D R i
- |
S S
e
J |
} |
/ |
AN Living AN
/ <
Ground Floor N S
J
/ /\\
— NN
| § : . ; Kitchen |
) | Office | Utility ‘!
i 1 i {
i; Family Room | | | $
i - ! | |
. S L/ 1 I

Dining

SUPPLIERS

Architect Kate Stoddart ..o
................ 01252 851004; katestoddart.co.uk
Kingspan TEK SIPs (structural insulated

panels) installation Bentley SIP Systems ...

.................................................... 023 8036 0455
Roof Johnson Brothers Roofing ...................
....................................................... 01252 763524
Kitchen Benchmarx Kitchens .........................
....................................................... 01372 385915
Underfloor heating Continental
Underfloor ..o, 0845 108 7001
Woodburning stove Focus Stoves. ..............
....................................................... 01420 561010
Cladding Kebony ...................... kebony.com
SELECTED COSTS

Groundworks £18,500
SIPs extension £37,800
Remaining

building work £44,900
External windows

and doors £22,200
Kitchen (including

appliances) £13,000
Plumbing £6,100
Electrics £4,500
Bathrooms £8,400
Decoration £16,700
Landscaping £21,000
Total £193,100
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ADVERTORIAL

Designed For
Your Lifestyle

British Gypsum'’s Lifestyle Wall makes light work of
hanging heavy items from your new walls

home designed to match our individual life-

styles is one of the main reasons so many of us

embark on a self-build, extension or renova-

tion project. Taking time to consider how you

want your new space to work for you is crucial

to ensure the finished outcome is hardwearing,
practical, flexible and stylish, too.

While interior walls might not be top of the list for most
homeowners when specifying a self-build or extension project
or within a renovation, a range of innovative new products are
offering some excellent alternatives to traditional plasterboard
with a host of benefits.

One of the most flexible comes from British Gypsum's
'Rooms Made For You' range. Lifestyle Wall enables anyone to
fix heavy and difficult items such as curtain poles, shelves and
TV brackets directly to their wall surface without using drills or
specialist fixings. It provides considerably more strength than
standard plasterboard, with a single fixing capable of supporting
up to 15kg. That gives you the freedom to rearrange the layout
of your room with ease, using nothing more than a screwdriv-
er. From a new set of shelves to a different position for the TV,
the choice is yours.

But flexibility isn't the only reason to choose Lifestyle Wall.
Because of its inherent strength it's also great at taking all the
punishment that modern houses have thrown at them. This ad-
ditional benefit makes it the perfect material for busy areas like
halls, kitchens and playrooms.

The benefits of Lifestyle Wall are available to enjoy in the
UK from 1 September 2015. To find out more and to see
the full range of products from Rooms Made For You, visit
roomsmadeforyou.co.uk @

ROOMS
MADE
FORYOU

roomsmadeforyou.co.uk

British Gypsum

SAINT-GOBAIN

Lifestyle Wall

This high-strength
plasterboard allows
heavy items, such
as TV brackets

and artwork, to be
hung with relative |
ease. Lifestyle P - | ||
Wall is capable of |
supporting up to :
15kg from just

a single fixing




REMODELLING

Before & After

A modern facelift and glazed extension transforms a 1960s home

his 1960s house had previously been rented out,
and both the interiors — which consisted of a
series of individual rooms — and exterior were
quite dated. The new homeowners wanted to
remodel the property to create something fresh
and modern, with open plan spaces, and hoped
to bring the entire house up to date.

Our solution for the rear elevation (above) was to replace
the conservatory with a contemporary flat-roofed, glazed ex-
tension, and to relocate the kitchen here. This new addition

JONATHAN DALE has been unified with the existing dining room and living room,
Co-director at award-winning to create a large L-shaped, open plan space.

practice Jane Duncan Architects, The house is positioned on a sloping site that overlooks a
Jonathan has been designing valley to the rear, but the existing elevation did not exploit the
private houses for nearly 20 years views. So, we replaced much of the main rear wall with glaz-
(janeduncanarchitects.co.uk) ing. Four large fixed glazed panels were specified, both for

cost-effectiveness (opening glazing is more expensive) and to
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REMODELLING

minimise sightlines. Two sets of sliding doors have been intro-
duced to the kitchen and to the side; they open up to the patio.

We worked with a structural engineer to ensure adequate
support was provided for the large openings. The steelwork
was the biggest challenge, particularly when it came to the new
kitchen extension, which features a cantilevered edge. Consid-
erable effort was made to ensure this steelwork was concealed;
there’s a single corner column on show in the living room.

When it came to the ‘facelift’, the idea of using render devel-
oped quite quickly. A building will often dictate what you can and
can't do to it. For instance, the tile-clad gable ends were of tim-
ber frame construction and so we needed a lightweight cladding
system to prevent the need to rebuild the gables. Render lent
itself here; it also offered a solution for covering the junctures
between old and new, and provides a clean, crisp look. New clay
composite dark-grey Marley Eternit roof tiles, aluminium win-
dows and black rainwater goods complete the look. @

Retaining Elements of Brickwork
The brick piers on the front elevation hint to the
property’s previous incarnation. Each pier protrudes
from the wall by 150mm; it would have been difficult to
cover the entire elevation with render without the piers
still ‘reading” as columns, so the brick was retained as
a feature. The brick cladding to the lower floor on this
sloping site has also been kept; it grounds the building,
giving it a solid base. To the front and back, the existing
brick garden walls have been left untouched, too
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Red Wedge

A strikingﬁsieel-clad extension to a granite steading in
. o i ,
Aberdeenshire offers open plan living to it
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Steel-Clad Extension

This new home combines a converted farm
building with a contemporary triangle-shaped
addition; the latter is clad in Cor-ten steel,
which offers zero maintenance. The task

of cladding the exterior was undertaken by
homeowner Gavin Robb, along with a local
blacksmith, who had to bend and shape each
Cor-ten panel individually. A balcony with
intricate detailing completes the look

PROJECT NOTES

Project:
Conversion and
contemporary
extension

Location:
Aberdeenshire

Size: 205m?

Land cost:
Undisclosed

Build cost:
£400,000
(£1,951/m3)

Value: Unknown



HOMES CONVERSION AND CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION

Above: Prioritised Glazing THE QUICK READ
A series of glazed panels from NorDan help to break
up the steel exterior of the extension. Double-height ®+ Gavin and Angelique Robb have converted a granite farm

glazing — including doors opening to the balcony —
captures the main views to the front, while rows of

linear picture windows to the side allow natural light
to enter the home at eye level as well as from above

building and added a Cor-ten steel-clad, wedge-shaped
extension to house their open plan living quarters

»+ A feasibility report suggested the couple transform the
collection of farm buildings on site into two houses instead
of one in order to spread the large infrastructure cost

»+ Sheep’s wool insulation and a sedum roof allow the eco-
friendly house to breathe, and a ground-source heat pump
and underfloor heating further help to reduce energy bills
— which are, in fact, less than the couple’s previous city flat

here are many homeowners who would have been

put off by a farm steading consisting of a collection

of cow sheds next to a pile of potato boxes. However,

Gavin and Angelique Robb rose to the challenge of

what has been something of a Herculean exercise,and

the couple’s efforts have certainly paid off. The result

is an eco-friendly family home, Skye Steading, which combines

one of the existing granite buildings on site with a dramatic new
Cor-ten steel-clad, agri-industrial wedge.

'The long and labyrinthine journey that the Robb family embarked

upon nearly 10 years ago when they bought the farm steading was

one Glasgow-based architect Andy McAvoy tried to steer them
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HOMES CONVERSION AND CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION

away from initially. “The site had many issues,” explains Andy.
“Topography, large amounts of tricky demolition, requirements
for on-site recycling, 150 years of adaptations, and also drainage
and infrastructure needed to be dealt with upfront to make the
site accessible and workable. However, when I brought up all these
issues, Gavin and Angelique seemed unfazed, and of the major works
involved they said: “We can deal with that — in our industry we
are dealing with logistics all the time, this is nothing’.”

Indeed, with Gavin working as a construction consultant in
the oil industry, and Angelique (who is originally from Lafayette,
Louisiana, in the US) having previously relocated to Aberdeen
to work as a drilling engineer in the oil industry, the couple did
have something of a head start in terms of project managing nous.

Forming a Project Plan

Having purchased the collection of derelict and semi-derelict former
agricultural buildings in rural Aberdeenshire — even though, at the
time, the couple lived happily in a flat in Aberdeen city centre and
had no plans to move or take on a project of this size and nature
— Gavin and Angelique then had to work out exactly what they
wanted in terms of accommodation. The final resolution was as
surprising as it was challenging.

The feasibility report suggested converting the buildings into
two houses instead of one and splitting the large infrastructure
cost over the two properties — something the planning depart-
ment would have to agree to. However, there were other conditions
that the couple would have to abide by. “One planning snag on

Above: Lying Low

While the couple wanted to build a two storey
extension, the planners stipulated that any new
addition could not be any higher than the existing
building. The steel-clad extension has been sunk down
into the landscape as a way of solving this issue
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perfect

garage

Transform your garage into a beautifully organised
space with our quality storage solutions

Dura’s award-winning range
of cabinets and wall storage
ideas provide a flexible
solution to transform an
ordinary garage into a tailored
room that reflects your style!

¢ Modular cabinets
¢ Flexible wall storage
* Flooring, ceilings
& lighting
¢ Design & install services

2
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design award
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Quality Cabinets
Designed and
Manufactured

in the UK

Guarantee

Fitted Garages

For a FREE brochure

call 0845 371 0041
or visit our website

Flexible wall cladding system

Call now
for a FREE
Design Survey
and see how
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could look!

www.duragarages.com
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TR
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this build was that the extension shouldn’t override the existing
granite building,” explains Gavin. “So we had to sink the triangle
of the new build element.”

As well as two houses, plans also included a separate home-
working environment and a landscaping arrangement with polytun-
nels and growing spaces to make room for Angelique’s landscaping
and garden design business. The home is, in essence, the first part
of the grand development to emerge, with a commercial space and
workshop also completed recently.

The couple, who moved into caravans on site to project manage
the build, were keen to use honest, good-quality materials — the
spirit of which is evident throughout the home, with traditional
green oak combined with steel to form the internal framework of
the new home. Dismantled roof slates and granite stones were all
numbered and reinstated, too. Gavin also took on the arduous task of
cladding the new Cor-ten steel wedge alongside a local blacksmith,
even during one -20°C winter. “It was a lot of work trying to bend »»

Above and Right: Kitchen

A modern monochrome kitchen from IKEA, complete
with island and contrasting stools from Bontempi,
sits within the new extension, with the living area
above. Polished concrete flooring and exposed green
oak and steel framework give an industrial look
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Thermally efficient, triple glazed, unique architectural designed bi-fold door
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folding sliding door systems. A further indication of our market leading
status, and commitment to ongoing design and innovation.
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HOMES CONVERSION AND CONTEMPORARY EXTENSION

Right: Living Space

Natural light floods into the upper living space thanks to full-
height glazing (bottom right) with doors opening out to a balcony.
Maple flooring saved from a demolished school gym has been
laid here and complements the neutral palette of the interiors

and shape each panel individually to give it a sculptural rather than
a homemade sheet look,” he says. The new wedge now projects
torward to face the main view via huge glazed elements, while
the thin end of the wedge ‘disappears’into the ground, sheltering
the property from the harsh north-easterly winds. Since this form
will be exactly mirrored in the adjoining house, the final result will
create a dramatic visual effect like the outstretched wings of a bird.

Designing a New Home
In design terms, the couple were keen to retain the agricultural
aesthetic — indeed, the design was inspired by the neighbouring ‘tat-
tie’(potato) sheds and box stacks. Architect Andy also managed to
unearth a mid-19th century map of the farm buildings and decided
to follow the original U-shaped arrangement around a courtyard,
with the design proposal for the two new energy-efficient houses
(Skye Steading and the second home yet to be built) sharing the
entrance courtyard but having private aspects and gardens.
Essentially, Skye Steading is a cleverly constructed combination
of a converted granite farm building and contemporary extension,
connected by a reinforced glass floor internally. The farm building
now houses three family bedrooms (including master en suite),
bathroom and an office (which is sized as an additional bedroom
if needed). “I think what’s really nice is that all the bedrooms are
in this part, which doesn’t have as many windows, so they are
darker and smaller rooms. That was intentional, and it’s worked

out perfectly,” says Angelique.
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Above: Steading Accommodation
The former granite farm building is now
utilised as sleeping accommodation,
housing the master bedroom complete with
en suite, one of the children’s bedrooms
(right) and a family bathroom (above). The
family bathroom/wetroom, supplied by
Victor Paris, features Altro flooring as well
as Duravit, Vitro and Vado sanitaryware

Far Right: Glazed Corridor

To connect the new extension to the existing granite building,
the couple introduced a glazed link, which also cleverly allows
the exposed granite to become a trombe wall — a passive solar
technique that allows sunlight in through an unvented glass
exterior, built on a winter sun-facing elevation. The heat captured
is stored by the wall and in turn warms the inside of the home

‘The new open plan extension is the most audacious part of the
home and features a kitchen, dining and living area with a large
separate living space above that makes the most of the views through
tull-height glazing. Gavin and Angelique managed to save some
materials from landfill when a handful of 19th and early-20th
century schools were being torn down in Aberdeen, so the new
upper level living area includes thick solid maple flooring, formerly
a fixture in an old school’s gym.

Energy-Efficient Solutions
'The home, which Gavin describes as “one step away from Pas-
sivhaus standards,” has been insulated with sheep’s wool, which,
along with the new sedum roof, allows the house to breathe while
maintaining a cosy indoor climate. This clement environment is
turther enhanced via the thick polished concrete floors that store
heat from the underfloor heating, powered by a ground-source
heat pump. Furthermore, the courtyard-facing trombe granite
walls store sunlight filtered from the glazed exterior ‘walls’ and air
space created in the main circulation corridor. Unsurprisingly, the
couple’s energy bills are considerably less than they experienced in
their previous flat, which was half the size of their current home.
“We wanted the challenge of a project like this when we bought
the site. We were keen to build it ourselves, but now I wonder,
‘what were we thinking?’)” laughs Angelique. “It hasn't deterred
us, though, and the second house will get built, but it’s a great wee
playground for the children at the moment.” @
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TheProject

THE ARCHITECT'S VIEW

On different projects | try to reduce the
palette of materials down to those that
suit the landscape best. With the existing
agricultural building and surrounding
buildings made of granite and with con-
crete floors, and the nearby potato sheds

First Floor

Void

Andy McAvoy made of steel, we decided Cor-ten steel
Architect would work well as a cladding material for Lo ——— S —
the new extension. With the existing | w,_,‘\,,;,\ “F"““i {
building, however, we wanted to respect , %/’ T Storage Void I
the robust material of the granite with its TV Bedroom |
thick walls. It would have been wrong to i R I S
add walls of glazing here so we chose not ‘;
to mess around with this part of the home.
We took the decision to dig down into
the site in order to make better use of the
high-level space within the new exten- Ground Floor
sion — which has a double-height void
over the open plan space below — with-
out going above the ridge height of the Ty
K - | Porch
granite building. | Utlity L
Now, you enter the home via the new L | Courtyard
courtyard and through the open plan living : o Z '
space within the extension. The bedrooms | e
have been placed within the granite build- ! Dining |
. e . e ‘
ing and the positioning of these quieter I ] 14 T T
spaces works really well for the flow of the : | J Yy, »—TJ\ l
house — keeping the busy, daily routine in i :;‘ Bath } Bedroom | Box | /s l\\ Bedroom
the new, open extension and the areas of ‘ SR SV U S B
. ! Kitchen |
retreat in the more cosy spaces. g E
; |
SUPPLIERS
Architect Andy McAvoy Chartered Architect............... 01414 232955 Balcony Grace & Webb........c.cocooi 01453 452864
Main contractor Campbell & Macintosh ...................... 01975 651458 Bathroom supplier Victor Paris ........cccccoooiiinnne. 0845 607 6944
Construction frame and exterior finishes Ferguson Shipbuilders .. Bathroom basins Duravit ............c.ccoooiiiiiie duravit.co.uk
................................................................................................... 01475 742300 Bathroom taps Vado ............ccccccocovveivinicccee.....01934 744466
Roofing Site Sealants ... 01324 832175 Bathroom toilet Vitra ... vitra.com/en-gb
Windows NOrDan ... nordan.co.uk Flooring in wetrooms Altro ..o altro.co.uk
Sheep’s wool insulation Black Mountain Insulation ........................... Flooring supplied and fitted by Veitchi ................... 01416 432300
..................................................................................................... 01745 361911  Built-in lighting Trilight ...........cccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiree.....0500 454 345
Landscaping works Papillon Designs and Landscaping .................... Westfire woodburning stove Stoves Online ............ 0845 226 5754
................................................................................ papillonlandscape.co.uk Steel staircase James Aitken ............cccccccvevev...01224 572555
Ground-source heat pump Paragon Systems ........... 01224 735536 Glass balustrade for staircase and inside balcony Q-railing ............
Kitchen IKEA ... IKEA.COM et 0800 781 4245



BY HAMILTON-KING

Left to right: Velfac's bi-parting sliding door;

Here French doors add character to this traditional
home; Located in a Conservation Area, it was important
that the design of this extension blended in — so
traditional-style timber bi-folds were custom made

LEFT: BRIDGET PIERSON; RIGHT: KITCH
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DESIGN DOORS

Patio Doors:
Bi-fold,
Shdimg or

French:

(...or even Belgian?) Natasha Brinsmead reveals the
trends and design advice for this all-important choice

he desire to ‘bring the out-
side in’ is a bit of a cliché
these days, but there are
few self-builders and reno-
vators who don't want the
extra light, as well as con-
nection with a patio or garden, that glazed
doors bring. Recent years have bought
more choice for those looking to specify
a patio door — the bad news is that the
choice can be quite confusing and have
a deleterious impact on the overall house
design. So how do you make the right de-
cision? It helps first to know your options
— as well as what the current thinking is.

Bi-folds

Also known as folding sliding doors, bi-
folds have seen a huge surge in popular-
ity in recent years. The key advantages are
that they allow for whole walls of glass to
be opened up completely, and as they
commonly run on tracks that lie flush
within the floor, the lines between inside
and out can be blurred.

However, they can be quite frame-
heavy, meaning less glazing, and the
stacked (folded) panels can provide quite
an obstacle to the more modest-sized
patio or kitchen (they can be specified
to stack inside or out). Typical costs are
£1,000 per Im-wide panel.
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French Doors

Although still often thought of as the re-
serve of traditional-style homes, French
doors are actually available in plenty of
designs (and materials, such as alumini-
um) that will also sit quite happily within a
contemporary home.

Compared to bi-folds and sliding doors
they tend to bring in less light given their
typically smaller dimensions — although
combining them with sidelights or posi-
tioning them within a run of glazing will
increase the amount of light drawn in.
They also sit well within an elevation that
includes bi-folds or sliding doors else-
where, and provide quick and easy ac-
cess to the garden when you don't want
to open up a whole run of glazing.

Sliding Doors

Sliding doors are shaking off their 1960s
associations and are a hugely popular
choice in contemporary homes at the
moment. They provide lots of light thanks
to narrow (and in some cases, practically
invisible) frames.

Other benefits sliding doors have
over bi-folds include no sections to fold
back, saving on space and being visually
cleaner — they can even be designed as
‘pocket doors’ that slide away into cavities
within the wall when open.
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To bring the outside in, you have to
think inside out.
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Trends in Doors

@ Bi-folds remain popular but interest in sliding doors is booming
® The demand for French doors is steady; but
Belgian doors are a new option

Bi-fold doors remain a hugely popular choice but industry ex-
perts feel that things are definitely changing, with an increasing
number of homeowners wanting sliding doors. The good old
French door, meanwhile, is holding steady in its popularity.

“While bi-fold doors remain as popular as ever, we are also
seeing a trend towards sliding doors over the last year,” says
Matt Higgs, sales manager and co-owner of Kloeber. “Our
lift and slide aluminium sliding doors allow larger panel sizes
in wider widths, giving a maximised expanse of glazing when
closed. French doors remain popular for small spaces and look
just as good in a contemporary home as a traditional one.”

“Sliding and bi-parting designs are ideal for most homes,
especially if space is limited (such as a balcony) as very little
space is needed to house the door when open, and both doors
give fantastic views,” says Andy Trewick from Velfac. “Bi-folding
doors need enough room to allow the panes to flex and fold,
and to store when open. We have seen a visible change in be-
haviour in recent years in that customers are turning away from
the bi-fold option towards sliding and bi-parting solutions.”

This shift is being noticed (and led) by architects, too. “In
terms of patio doors, clients want large expanses of glass and
less visual interruption, so the subdivided nature of bi-folds is
really being designed out,” says architect Darren Bray from PAD
Studio. “There are challenges, though. We like to design south-
facing glazed facades up to around 2.9-3m. But at 3m you are
limited on suppliers and the costs increase vastly.”

Watch out too for Belgian doors. These panelled steel-framed
glazed doors have a distinct mid-century feel and are being
increasingly specified on top-end homes by some architects
looking for something a bit different.

Top to bottom:
Timber sliding doors
from Westgate
Joinery blur the
boundaries between
the decked patio
and living spaces;
This home makes
the most of the view
with sliding doors
from The Alumin-
ium Sliding Door

& Window Co.;
Using sets of French
doors, as opposed
to an expanse of
glass, keeps the
classic feel of this
veranda in tact

SHUTTERSTOCK
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world 1s beautiful.

Create inside-outside living without the
compromises with the world’s first Integrated
Doors. Beautifully designed doors, screens,
shades and hardware integrated as one.
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KITCHEN FROM WILSON FINK

Top: This Wilson
Fink kitchen can be
completely opened

to the outside
space — with a
large roof over-
hang preventing
rain from splash-
ing the glazing
when closed;

Above: These bi-

fold doors from
Centor are available
with integrated
insect screens and
blackout blinds;

Right: This base-

ment extension,

designed by Riach
Architects, is full of
light thanks to the
Sky-Frame sliding
doors specified

SIMON MAXWELL

o
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® Frame choice is critical:

aim for the thinnest possible

@ Loadings and weight need to be
considered for smooth operation

It seems the main factor in a good de-
sign comes from the frames you choose
— the thicker the frames, the less light
reaching your interiors, and the clumsier
the overall design will look. The operat-
ing system and material will also play a
role. Choose a material with good struc-
tural stability, such as aluminium or engi-
neered hardwood, to minimise the risk of
the doors warping and sticking.

"Whereas with some products price
can be the main driver in your decision
making, a bi-fold door has many aspects
that should be considered before making
a choice. It is important to look closely at
a company's history, warranties and the
general quality of the products. Ask about
adjustment; aluminium expands and
contracts with climactic change — can
the system cope with this movement?”
says Matt Higgs from Kloeber.

“Make sure you can create the large
opening required by many door designs
without the structure above transferring
any weight or load on to the door when
installed,” warns Andy Trewick from Vel-
fac. "You also need a solid base, other-
wise door alignment and operation may
need repeated adjustment post-installa-
tion. Also consider the different threshold
or bottom track options currently avail-
able; a flush track removes the step but
requires a ‘pocket’ sunk into the base,
and allowance made for water drainage,
especially in exposed locations where a
flush track can be vulnerable to rain and
high winds. The alternative is to have a
profile or cill member sitting on top of
the base, which is more weathertight and
easier to install.”



Top to bottom: Solarlux’s SL 97 panels can be speci-
fied up to 2.8m high; These aluminium bi-fold doors
from Origin Global open up this kitchen extension;
The XP Glide S is the most energy-efficient door
product in the Express Bi-folding Doors’ portfolio

Materials

@ Timber is a popular choice for traditional homes
but cheaper models can be prone to warping
@ Aluminium offers a contemporary, maintenance-free finish

Although PVCu doors are still being specified, for most people
the choice comes down to timber or aluminium. Timber patio
doors are beautiful to look at and are certainly a fantastic option
for those creating a traditional-style home or adding them to a
period property. However, it is vital to choose your timber wise-
ly. Engineered timbers are ideal as they have more dimensional
stability than solid timber. Although cheaper softwood engi-
neered products are available, some of the lower-end models
can still be prone to warping over time when exposed to heat
and moisture, meaning they stick in their frames or won't close.

“Timber is the most versatile, aesthetically, of all our material
types as it can be painted any colour — there is also an extensive
range of translucent stains. The great advantages of timber are
the strength, durability and great insulating values,” agrees Matt
Higgs of Kloeber.

“The slimline styles of aluminium bi-fold doors give a con-
temporary appearance to a home and can also complement
wooden windows in older buildings,” says Peter Watkins from
Centor. “While they are maintenance free, they can be difficult
and expensive to repair if the finish gets damaged.”

"Aluminium, being a conductor, isn't as thermally efficient as
timber, but has the distinct advantage of slimmer sightlines and
a powder-coated finish which will never have to be recoated
— plus choosing thermally broken frames will overcome any
heat loss issues,” says Matt Higgs. "Aluminium bi-fold door pan-
els can be made wider than timber doors so can sometimes be
more cost-effective due to needing fewer panels,” he adds.

One final option for those who really can’t decide is a com-
posite — usually consisting of an aluminium frame with a timber
internal facing. (H)
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For more information and to download our
brochure find us at www.idsystems.co.uk

Introducing theEDGE, a stunning,
ultra-slim sliding door system

TheEDGE is one of the most advanced ultra-slim sliding door
systems available at an affordable price. When you're looking
for a slim sightline on a sliding door, you'll find it with theEDGE. . '

It provides an ultra-slim profile for the most minimal of
sightlines — just 24mm, but at a more affordable price than ys ems

its competitors. GLASS INNOVATIONS
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Exterior

The dated 1960s brick-clad facade has been covered with
= rigid external insulation and rendered to give a clean and

. A\ ontemporary look. The property also benefits from a new

flat roof. Large lawns to the front and back are surrounded

by Epping F@E?St' which adds to the beautiful setting




HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL

Next Generation

The contemporary-style remodel and extension of a 1960s
Bauhaus-inspired property in Essex provides a spacious family home

Words: Ely Price Photography: Anthony Harrison

PROJECT NOTES

Project:
Contemporary
extension and
remodel

Location: Essex

Dates: Nov 2011
- Sep 2012

House cost:
£710,000

Build cost:
£433,000

Value: £1.7million

THE QUICK READ s a teenager, Jennifer Burkinell often walked past
the large 1960s Bauhaus-style property that she
» Jennifer Burkinell and Mark Tarplett have remodelled and and her family now call home. “There’s actually
extended a 1960s Bauhaus-inspired home in a contemporary a bridle path that runs along the back of the
style, with the help of Gregory Phillips Architects house,” remembers Jennifer, “and when I was at
school, we used to go on nature walks that took
»+ |n order to create a home fit for their family, the old us along that very path. I can remember looking over the fence
basement space has been utilised effectively and now at this house and thinking ‘oh my gosh, who would want to live
houses four double bedrooms and three en suites there?, and now it turns out that I'm living here!”
Built in the late 1960s by architect John Overy as his family
»+ Changes to the external fagade — the house has been clad home, the house is set among the lush green trees on the edge of
in crisp white render, the glazing has been replaced and a Epping Forest and, despite its unusual appearance for the time,
new extension has been added to the rear — leave this home its serene setting and open plan living space set it apart from the
unrecognisable from its dated former appearance traditional houses that surrounded it.

After living in the property for over 20 years, the architect put
the house on the market, where it remained for some time due to
its controversial looks and the amount of work that needed doing.
“The property was very dated when we moved in, but still looked
fantastic and had a lot of the original ’60s features, such as the wood »+
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL

cladding and unusual staircase,” says Jennifer. “When it was built,
the open plan space was completely innovative whereas now we’re
used to it, but it must have seemed totally revolutionary at the time.”

Forming a Project Plan

When Jennifer and her partner Mark first bought the upside-down
house, there was a tiny kitchen in the centre of the property. “It
would have been very appropriate for that period as the kitchen
was seen as a purely functional space. There was an indoor garden,
too, which took up valuable room, and a big, dark basement with
no windows that the previous family used as a games room, which
seemed somewhat redundant,” explains Jennifer. “We wanted to
utilise the space better and we initially thought of loads of daft
ideas, but then realised that it just made sense to put four bedrooms
down there as you don't need lots of light and amazing views to go
to sleep, so it worked out really well.”

Not only did the couple want to create four bedrooms in the
former basement, they also wanted to completely reconfigure the
internal layout of the house — taking the open plan living model
that had been integral to the home’s original charm one step further.
“We needed to bring it into the 21st century and totally redesign
it internally so that it would suit us as a family,” explains Jennifer.

While the family moved into the house in 2009, work didn't
actually start until November 2011 as the family needed this time
to gather the funds necessary to pay for the work. “When we bought
the house it was already at the top of our budget, so that extra time

was vital as we had to save up,” says Jennifer. It also gave them time »+

Above Left: Living Room

The redesigned open plan living area, with

a muted colour scheme, is where the family
likes to spend their evenings. Wooden flooring
from Havwoods has been laid throughout.
Expansive doors from Sunparadise frame

the picturesque gardens that surround the
house, and open out onto a large outdoor
patio, which provides the ideal place to

enjoy alfresco family meals in summer

Left: Dining Space

A long white table has been placed in the centre
of the open plan area of the home, acting as

both divide and natural progression between

the kitchen and living area — perfect for family
dinners and entertaining. The large picture window
offers glimpses of the surrounding landscape
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Hallway .
Many of the original 1960s features are still intact, .

including the open tread steel and woqglen staircase i \
in the hallway, which the couple decided to keep . \
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to find the right architect, who they found in Ralph Hill-King from
award-winning practice Gregory Phillips Architects, who helped
the couple to realise their vision for the house.

Reworking the House

With Ralph acting as both architect and project manager, the
builders were tasked with essentially ripping out the interior of
the house and reworking the layout. As the property sits on a hill,
the couple were keen to keep the living room and kitchen on the
upper level so that they could make the most of the picturesque
countryside views. “It’s lovely and green and that’s what we love
about it,” says Jennifer.

Due to the open plan nature of the living spaces, with the kitchen
flowing seamlessly into the living room, Jennifer wanted to ensure
that the kitchen would have the wow-factor. “I'm a mum, so I'm
in the kitchen three times a day and I love cooking,” says Jennifer.
“It’s part of our living area and we sit in that room every evening,
so we didn’t want a kitchen that was only practical — it needed
to look beautiful too.”

Externally the house has pretty much stayed true to its original
design, apart from receiving a contemporary makeover with new
glazing and crisp, white render — replacing the former’60s brick-
work. A new roof was also installed, which ended up seeing the
couple go over their initial budget. As well as the many structural
changes, the existing garage was converted into a new master suite,
which benefits from beautiful views of the stunning surroundings.
'The couple chose to add a small extension to the rear of the property
so that the back wall sits flush to rest of the house.

Above: Kitchen

There was previously a cramped, dark kitchen which
acted purely as a functional space in the house. The
new design, by Lauren Nicholas, has been moved into
the open plan living area on the upper storey of the
home. Bar stools from Lloyd Loom offer additional
informal seating and this space also includes a built-in
bar area, which is put to good use when entertaining
guests. The Sierra Elvira Spanish marble worktops
were chosen for their hardwearing, durable nature
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HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL

Above: Master Suite

The master bedroom has been created from the old
garage and utility room. It features a space-saving
sliding door that leads into an en suite complete
with dark large-format tiles and a contrasting

white suite, all from DesignSpace London

An Improved Family Home
Despite a slight schedule overrun, the project was completed in late
2012 and the couple have been left with the spacious, contempo-
rary home that they had always dreamt of. Thanks to the internal
reconfigurations, each of the couple’s three children now has a
large double bedroom, Jennifer and Mark have their own luxuri- :
ous master suite, and the family are able to spend time together '
in their open plan kitchen/dining/living room. The rolling green
gardens give the children plenty of space to play and, for Jennifer,
the years of planning and saving were well worth it.

“Mark used to live in London so he was used to small, cramped
flats,” she explains. “We then bought a tiny two-up-two-down in | ' |
another part of Essex, with a postage stamp-sized garden. Therefore,
it was a bit of a shock when we moved from there to this house,
where we've got lots of space and lovely big gardens at the front
and back, while still being relatively close to London.”

While the house’s original exterior may have not been to every-
one’s taste, the newly renovated property is gaining attention for all
of the right reasons now, with its sleek white lines and contemporary
layout reviving the ’60s shell.

“The old house basically looked like a police station when we first
saw it, but we could see its potential and, from a practical sense, it reall
works for us,” concludes Jennifer. “We feel like we've struck gold.” &




charnwood

Exceptional British made wood stoves
01983 537780  www.charnwood.com

Budgeting m Design m Planning m Building Regulations m Fixed Price Build Quote

Freephone 0333 001 5128 -‘

www.designandmaterials.uk.com
44 Years of Self-Build Know How DesignaMaterials

CREATING BESPOKE HOMES



Jennifer Burkinell
Homeowner

HOMES CONTEMPORARY REMODEL

TheProject

HOMEOWNER'S VIEW

We were so lucky to have Ralph from Gregory Phillips Archi-
tects there to help us, as he acted as a real go-between with
the tradespeople. This was particularly useful when our sched-
ule overran and we needed to get back into the house. Every-
one that was involved with the project, from start to finish, was
great, and really understood what we wanted to achieve.

The kitchen is definitely our favourite space in the house. It
has lots of cupboard space and is U-shaped, so it's easy to cook
in. It looks lovely, and before we even started the project we
knew that we would end up spending a lot on that particular
area. It was definitely worth it, as we're always in there. The big
windows are also amazing, as we have great views from the
kitchen/living room, as well as lots of natural light.

In hindsight, we wish that we had changed the staircase. Al-
though it's nice that it is original to the house, and it looks great
from a structural point of view, it's not really to our taste, so we
might change it in the future. We also went for very dark tiles in
a couple of the bathrooms, but as the rooms aren’t huge, it
makes the spaces look smaller than they are.

COSTS

VAT £73,864
Plumbing and rewiring £60,000
Extension £58,000
Structural work £55,000
Fees £26,320
Glazing £26,000
Miscellaneous £25,000
New roof £24,000
Garage conversion £18,500
Kitchen £18,000
Sanitaryware £18,000
External render £14,500
Landscaping £14,000
Flooring £12,000
Total £443,184
SUPPLIERS

Architect Gregory Phillips Architects ...........

0207724 3040

Main contractor Wow Contracting .............

01932 865821
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| Office L ‘
| | |
‘ ! 1
i B i
First Floor 1 i 3
| P |
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— Library |
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Living 1
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Dining Kitchen | Playroom |
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Ground Floor
S Ea——
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| Bedroom | e T ~ | Bedroom |
g ‘ Laundry 3 RN }
{ | Bedroom | Bedroom | o |
| T T i o
'; Dressi En Sui |En Suite ™ l - o |
| ressing nSuite | ) En Suite

Glazing and patio doors Sunparadise .........
................................................. 020 8538 9585

Flooring Havwoods flooring ..........c.cccceeeeeee.
................................................... 020 7940 0000
Kitchen design Lauren Nicholas ...................
.......................................... laurennicholas.co.uk
Bathrooms DesignSpace ..o
.................................. designspacelondon.com



See-more of the great outdoors...
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Create your
own Grand
Design

A rare opportunity to acquire stunning self build
plots in a great rural location between
Canterbury and Sandwich. Plots start at £225,000
for 0.2 acres to create a 2,500sq.{t house.
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DESIGN DETAIL INTERNAL GLAZING

eplacing solid walls with glass is an instant way

to open up spaces that might otherwise feel small

or dark. On a smaller scale, a well-placed internal

window, glass internal doors or sections of glaz-

ing within the walls of a room lacking in natural

light, all have a similar effect. There are lots of
reasons why people choose to incorporate glazed walls into their
interior design scheme. Aside from making an architectural state-
ment, glazed internal walls are a useful tool in homes that might
be lacking in natural light sources, help cramped spaces feel more
open, and divide spaces without having to go down a fully open
plan design route — creating both a visual and physical separation
without being imposing.

Using glass walls that are double glazed is also the ideal way to
create an area that will have a good level of sound insulation —
far more so than a standard stud wall. This makes glass walls the
perfect choice for home offices and entertainment rooms where
sound needs to be kept out or contained, respectively.

While glass walls are great between bedrooms and bathrooms,
to separate stairwells from hallways and to create home offices
within living spaces, privacy can be an issue. A budget solution is to
use blinds or curtains, but this can somewhat spoil the crisp, sleek
look often being sought. Using a glass such as PRIVA-LITE will
overcome the problem. Electronically controlled, it switches from
clear to opaque when required.

It is, however, a relatively expensive option. Another less costly
alternative is to use translucent glass or a window film over the
glass. This will allow light through, but maintains a sense of privacy.

The most common way for a frameless glass wall to be fitted is
within recessed channel frames installed within the surrounding
floor, walls and ceiling. If doors are being incorporated into the
wall, they will be mounted off the surrounding glass panes. The
norm is for 10mm or 12mm toughened safety glass to be used.

Finally, incorporating glazed panels into your home need not
mean whole walls of glass. Using glazed panels within stud walls
works well too — clear panels placed up high above eye level between
bedrooms and bathrooms or kitchens and living rooms will maintain
a level of privacy while still allowing light to penetrate between
the spaces, as will using a product that is designed to scatter light
but still appears translucent, such as Pilkington’s Optifloat Opal.

Practical Considerations
While glass walls undoubtedly look stunning, there are a few practi-
cal considerations to bear in mind. Firstly, think about access — will

one large glazed panel fit through your door or window openings,
or will you require several smaller glazed panels?

If a whole glass wall seems a bit
too much, there are other ways
to introduce areas of glazing
into the home

"'

Balancing Interior Glazing with Privacy
This hallway detail shows wide frames around narrow glass,
allowing privacy at certain angles and plenty of light all the time

Secondly, in rooms where you plan on installing several glass
walls, think about where you will place your heating source if you
are not planning on underfloor heating.

Remember too that glass can scratch fairly easily, and large,
frameless glazed areas can pose safety issues in homes with chil-
dren — ensure they realise it is there to avoid bumped heads and
faces, and always choose safety glass.

Alternatives

If a whole glass wall seems a bit too much (and it can be an expen-
sive choice), there are other ways to introduce areas of glazing into
the home. Consider large, frameless glass internal doors, internal
windows (these work well in corridors, landings and stairwells
where a lack of natural light can be an issue), glazed balustrades
and even floors.

Costs

Although the cost of glass can vary, as an approximate guide,
toughened safety glass costs from around £80/m?. However, add-
ing glass walls to a room will means additional installation costs,
plus you need to factor in frames, channels and any structural work
that may be necessary. (H}
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© Stunning design ideas, unique to you

© Creating a2 home for how you want to live

© Easing the way through planning approval

© Fully managed project, your involvement, your choice
© Expert, sensible advice

Watch your new life take shape

Your perfect oak frame home starts with our expert team
listening to you. What follows are beautiful design concepts
and your entire oak framed home built to meticulous
standards with scunning results. The perfect home you've
always wanted, fully managed.

The Complete

Oa@me

Take the first step, give us a call today on 01249 479 891
start@thecomplereoakhome.co.uk

www.thecom ple teoakhome.co.uk




HOMES CONTEMPORARY NEW BUILD

A Mulufaceted Home

This award-winning new build in Yorkshire demonstrates
the art of making the most of a challenging plot

T WEmny -._

!

ADAM CLARK

Architect Adam is founding
director of award-winning
practice Halliday Clark Architects
(hallidayclark.co.uk)

HB&R: When did the clients originally approach the practice?
Adam: They first contacted us five years ago, having heard about
Halliday Clark Architects through a local estate agent. They were
looking to sell their Victorian house and buy a building plot.

Around 12 to 18 months later, the clients purchased this site.
‘There were existing plans for a three storey home, which was fairly
traditional and pedestrian in design, so the clients decided to set
up a mini competition, presenting a short brief to three architec-
tural practices and providing two weeks in which to respond with
designs and a fee proposal.

I visited the site and noted that the neighbouring properties all
tended to place their garden furniture on the south-facing side,
which is adjacent to the road. So, I came up with the idea of creat-
ing a private sunken courtyard on the road-facing side, shielded by
a garage, which would become a sheltered suntrap. I created a 3D
model and we were subsequently hired by the clients.



Front Elevation

This new build has been designed
around its south-facing courtyard,
which is a suntrap. Along with the
ground floor rooms, it receives privacy
from the adjacent road thanks to

the garage (not seen here), which
Halliday Clark Architects designed. A
zinc-clad ‘tower’ marks the entrance
to this stone-clad facade. White
render, meanwhile, brightens the rear,
north-facing elevation (opposite)

i
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is a part of FRANK'SCHE

Trust ROBBENS SYSTEMS® to design
your next underfloor heating project

o Fully assembled manifolds
« CAD pipe layouts
« 100 year pipe warranty

® Over 2 3 yea rS expe rl e n Ce ¢ 100% solid wood kitchens — no MDF, chipboard or ply
* Dovetail jointed drawers — mortise and tenon joints for carcases
® Free On_srte Consultatlon : Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans

Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions
* Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly

L4 Prl Ce g u a ra ntee e Straightforward, easy to understand costing — prices include VAT & delivery

* Primed, or primed and painted units can now be provided

P*NELAND is a privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years. We believe in

ildi
8H(RomebUI Ing . listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design
enovatlng shON 1 . combines well planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our clients are often surprised how all this
————

can be achieved at such a reasonable cost.
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Visit our website; www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquiries@pineland.co.uk or call our offices:

CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE 01299 271143
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE 01606 41292
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Underfloor Heating
& Flowing Screed
On-time
Right-first-time

We specialise in a wide range of projects including:

e Self Builds e Barn Conversions
* New Builds * Extensions
* Renovation Projects * Basement Conversions

F R E E Q U OT E Visit: www.selfbuildfloors.co.uk

Email your plans to: Email: info@selfbuildfloors.co.uk
quotes@underfloorheating.co.uk Phone: 0114 2315937
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underfloorheating.co.uk




THE DESIGNER’S VIEW CONTEMPORARY NEW BUILD

Below: Open Plan Kitchen, Dining and Living
Large areas of glazing offer the open plan kitchen,
dining and living space views over the rear garden

and the surrounding scenery beyond. A green-
tinted glass splashback lends a hint of colour

Did the clients have a detailed brief?

They wanted a minimum of four bedrooms, and had set sizes in
mind for these. We asked the clients to put together cuttings and
photos of houses and features they liked. From this we could deduce
that the couple didn’t want a contemporary home with a flat roof;
they wanted a pitched roof. They also liked render. The critical thing
was that they wanted a new house that was light and bright, but
didn’t look like a show house; they wanted a home.

‘There was an element of futureproofing, too. Because of the levels,
we introduced the main entrance at first floor level. While there’s
not a lift here, the first floor includes two en suite bedrooms and
a central living space, where an elderly relative, for example, could
be accommodated.

There's an interesting mix of cladding — why did you choose render
for the rear and stone for the street-facing elevation?

'The planners didn’t want to see a white box, so just the northern
elevation has been rendered; it brightens the house and is softened
by the rear lawn. White render on the south-facing side would
potentially have been too bright on a sunny day, so instead local
split-faced stone tones down the front elevation.

Why did you opt for zinc as a cladding for the staircase ‘tower’?
We wanted a sharp, clean modern material to articulate the vertical
staircase tower, and to complement the stonework. Zinc is a quality
material. It’s also very low maintenance. The company who supplied,
folded and cut the zinc on site, and then installed it, was fantastic.
I designed the hoppers and rainwater goods, and the neat verges
which line the pitched roof, which were also created on site.
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Home ventilation systems.
Fresh filtered air with heat recovery

is a part of

« German manufactured system

o Individual room supply and extract
 Antibacterial flexible ducting

- State of the art fans
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FREE QUOTE

Email your plans to:
quotes@underfloorheating.co.uk

underfloorheating.co.uk

Tel: 0845 402 3434
www.myson.co.uk

@ MYSON

Think you can’t install underfloor
heating in to your exsiting property?
Think again!

e MICROBOARD is a retrofit, low
profile underfloor heating system

e At only 18mm in depth, it
can be installed into older

e Integrates with the existing el exdiiing [preperies

heating system

,“/;\ é‘f"’f%\
heatingthroughinnovation. c E @ @;

THE COMPANY

THAT DOES IT ALL!

Self-Builders or Developers...

We design, supply and install Underfloor Heating Systems
as well as Air or Ground Source Heat Pump Systems.

We have a team of innovative designers and trained engineers with the

finest skills and techniques to produce and install high quality systems,
ensuring low energy consumption with maximum comfort.
y

Tel: +44 (0) 1455 - 203205
Mail: sales@thermo-floor.co.uk
Web: www.thermo-floor.co.uk

' g RECC¥

Your comfort, our mission!



THE DESIGNER’S VIEW CONTEMPORARY NEW BUILD

Top: High-Volume Interiors

Impressive double and triple-height spaces
create wow-factor inside this new home.
An electric Velux rooflight has been installed
above the internal atrium; this automatically
opens when temperature exceeds a

preset level, helping to cool the house

What construction system was used here?

We use all sorts of build methods — cross-laminated timber and
SIPs (structural insulated panels), for instance — in our projects,
and the contractor on this house, Roger Tiffany, is also accustomed
to different construction systems. However, the build was quite
traditional; we used masonry due to limited site access, although
this system does require closer management on site to ensure a
reasonable level of airtightness is achieved.

Was energy efficiency a priority?
It wasn’t the main priority, but the clients were mindful of building
a home with low running costs. We therefore specified wide cavi-
ties between the blockwork walls for insulation, and there’s a high
level of insulation to the roof, well beyond Building Regulations.
The clients didn’t want a mechanical ventilation heat recovery
system either: they wanted to naturally ventilate the property.
And so features like the three storey central atrium aid with stack
ventilation; there’s an automated rooflight at the top which opens
when the temperature rises above a set level. Underfloor heating
has been installed on the ground floor, and the heat rises to the
floors above (which are served by radiators).

Were there any challenges on site during the build?

We were retained on a traditional form of contract, putting the
scheme out to tender and overseeing the project. The build went
fairly smoothly. We've worked with Roger Tiffany previously, and
one thing that stands out here is the quality of the finish. In fact,
this was commented on during the judges’ visit when the house
was shortlisted as part of the RIBA Regional Awards [the house
went on to win a RIBA Yorkshire Award this summer]. @
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Mhole House Ventilation
with Heat Recovery... .

m\\m) “\

+ Virtually silent operation
* Low energy DC electric motors —
* Range of control options

* Acoustically insulated ducting

» Filter reduces effects of respiratory allergies

» Reduces heating bills T Send your plans for a

» Can promote conditions for improved health SN FREE ventilation design
» Easy to install for DIYer or professional alike S e and a competitive

» Conforms to Building regulations & duotation

+ Full installation service available

...for a fresher, healthier, home

Rega's unigque WhlsperFlow'@ technology ensures that even RegaVent systems are designed and built here in the UK, to our
when operating at full ‘Boost’” mode (usually during the own stringent quality assured standards, you can be sure that
morning bathroom rush hour!) the systern remains whisper your RegaVent system will give you the optimum balance of a
quiet - unobtrusively and effectively venting stale, damp air, technical specification that’s exactly right for the UK climate,
replacing it with air that's been gently warmed and filtered. coupled with low energy consumption - for lower heating bills!

Low energy DC fans, insulated ducting and a high efficiency
heat exchanger also ensure that power usage and energy
losses are kept to an absolute minimum.

Call us on 0] 767 600499 — Rega Ventilation Limihad

21/22 Eldon Way, Biggleswade, Beds SG18 8NH

www.regave nt.co.uk fax: 01767 600487 email: sales@rega-uk.com
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Building &
Renovating

This section: All the practical expert advice you need to get your project underway

..

Advice

The Costs of Building a Roof ru:

Advice

Innovations in Storing Electricity
from Solar Panel Generation ri22

Advice

The Latest in Cladding rus

Plus:

= Buying at Auction:

The Secrets to Successful Bidding r109
= Replacing a Boiler pi121
= How to Discharge Conditions

on Your Planning Approval p127



feel the benefit

of Warm Water Underfloor Heating
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The Beauty in Timber. programmable dgital oom
Experts in beautiful timber windows,
doors, conservatories and atriums.
NEW brochure now available to download. e EEs
CAREY E,-FOX @ Underfloor FREE QUOTE
\/ Heoting Sustrems . 01905 616 928

Part of Totali Timber Solutions Ltd.
t: 0333 323 9600 w: www.careyandfox.co.uk e: info@careyandfox.co.uk

Undarfloor Heating Systems Ltd, Unit 1, 79 Friar Street, Worcesler, WR1 2NT
amail: infoi@underfloorhaatingsystems.co.uk

Looking for SLIMLINE metal windows
or metal doors for your project?
www.metthermwindows.co.uk

Timber Frame
Design, Manufacture, Install

Call: 0121 314 7735

Timber Innovations are specialist Self Build Timber Frame
manufacturers, providing the design, manufacture and
installation of Timber Frame, 5IPs and Oak Frame dwellings,
bespoke timber features, roof trusses/panels and engineered
floors.

Contact us today with your requirements.

e [

WE MANUFACTURE THE ® Handmade to measure by our
AG210 RANGE OFFERING THE skilled craftsmen.
SLIMMEST THERMALLY BROKEN ¢ A+10 rated and Part L compliant ; _
'A+10 RATED' METAL WINDOWS e Pol . Y d - | R
yester powder coated finish . Sl ] £ _ . j
AND DOORS AVAILABLE. to any standard RAL colour — — : : o Lo :\ b, 5N VSN
including hammerite and dual ; i HomebU||d|ng
colour options. ' b Zoge” &Renovating S o
° I\/Iultipoint Iocking and welded d E EXCEL, LONDON | STAND
corners as standard. o = 25-27 SEPT 2015 | F118

I .
* Beautiful leaded lights, Georgian S . =
pane, horizontal bars designs h br@t|mber|nn0vat|ons_co_uk
e Can be installed direct to brick,
stone or wood surrounds.
To find out more about the service we can offer you, get ideas and @ o e @

discuss your pro;t;ct, or; .fc'arf a gee t<-:{t:ote ca.ll gs on 01 7.;:'(0 8947 45 WE Timber Innovations Ltd
or email us at: info@metthermwindows.co.uk. Units 18 & 15 | Monkspath Business Park

PERFECT FOR RESTORATION & RENOVATION PROJECTS, Highlands Road | Solihull
REPLACEMENT WINDOWS & NEW BUILDS West Midlands | Bgo 4NZ
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AUCTION SUCCESS

ACT FAST — The duration from
announcement of the auction
catalogue to sale night is usually
four to six weeks. In that time you'll
need to decide whether the
property is right for you, assess
(ideally through a survey) its current
condition and potential (including
planning approval), get solicitors to
read through the relevant docu-
mentation to satisfy yourself that
there are no pitfalls (e.g. restrictive
covenants) and arrange the suitable
finance to purchase it. Thisis a
tough ask.

ASSESSING — Immediately arrange
a survey. In order to avoid unneces-
sary payments, make sure your
surveyor is approved to handle valu-
ations for your chosen lender. If it's
a plot, a call to the local building
control department would be
worthwhile to ask if any known
ground conditions exist. As most
surveyors take one to two weeks to
find time to visit, and then a further
one to two weeks to prepare a
report, start early.

FINANCE — Unless you can access
funding through, perhaps, the
remortgaging of your existing
property, savings, etc., then the
funding is likely to be the factor that
gives you the most sleepless nights.
You could try a specialist broker
who will be able to guide you
through the process — they are
likely to know of the handful of
‘regular’ lenders who can offer a
fast-track process to give you a
mortgage offer within four weeks
and be able to release funds in an
additional four. Not to mention that
most regular lenders will not lend
on properties that are deemed
uninhabitable. Most auction buyers
use specialist finance providers (e.g.
Auction Finance), all of whom are
set up for fast completion and will
lend in the same way that commer-
cial development finance lenders
would — namely with high fees and
rates at around 0.5-1% a month.

How to Buy

at Auction

Auctions are both the best places to find property
bargains and the most intimidating for those of us
who aren’t professionals. Jason Orme advises

n auction IF YOU'RE process and how to make it
is — at SUCCESSFUL work for you.

least in You'll need to have

theory — arranged funding prior Pre-trading

beneficial to the auction. If your and Homework

to both bid is successful, you'll Some lots might be with-

vendor and purchaser. For
the vendor selling a building
plot or rundown property,
it's a quick way to prise out
any local interest and get to
the price they want as quick-
ly as possible. By setting a
reserve price they are able
to avoid selling their plot (for

be expected to pay
10% of the purchase
price as a deposit there
and then, with the
remaining 90% within
28 days. You'll also
need to bring along
some ID (passport is
best) on the night

drawn due to prior sale. The
key to ensuring you don't
miss out is to register your
particular specific interests
with the auction house
outside of the regular auc-
tion cycle. They will know
about plots becoming avail-
able months before they go

the purposes of this article
we'll refer to the opportunity
as a plot, but it could just as
easily be a rundown house to renovate) for
too low a price, and they are guaranteed
a completion — assuming the reserve is
met — within a month of the auction date.

For the plothunter, auctions offer the
kind of transparency that enables them
to leverage a certain amount of control
over proceedings. In the traditional private
tender process, you'll never really know
what level of interest there is in the plot,
and what other people are/were willing
to pay. Did you bid well over the odds or
did you miss out for the sake of an extra
£2,000? The auction process enables you
to see how the market feels about a plot.

Being successful means that you'll have
to learn how to be comfortable with this

into the auction and you can
make sure you don't miss
out by being in touch with
them fairly regularly — and making your
case as to why you should get a preferential
bite at the cherry.

Of course, pre-trading can work in your
favour, and if you are interested in a plot
that you see in a catalogue, you'll need to
make all the key decisions in terms of price
immediately and contact the auctioneer to
make an offer. Some may not accept pre-
sale bids; others will. Go in with your best
price and show you can complete swiftly.

Be sure to get hold of a copy of the legal
documents that the auctioneer will be able
to provide at the viewing stage. Run them
past your solicitor and explore as many of
the issues as possible in the time preceding
the auction itself.
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& WOLVES

For the love of the magic in a real fire.

Putting warmth at the heart of the home aradastoves.com

SCANDINAVIAN HOMES

Unigue homes
for unigue locations

fjord:

We supply and construct timber
frame homes to Scandinavian
standards and provide a complete
turnkey solution throughout the
UK, Islands and remote locations.
We will take care of everything to
make the whole build experience
as smooth and effortless for you
as possible ensuring your home
is ready to move intg,in as little
as 14 weeks,

For information on our bespoke timber frame homes visit our website

www.fjordhus.com or call us on 01896 668050
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AUCTION ROOM TACTICS DRILL

How to approach it like a professional

@ Sometimes an auction is easy to follow. Sometimes,
however, the delivery is so stylised or so fast that it all
goes by in a blur. For that reason, it makes sense to go
to a few local auctions before the one that contains
anything you might be interested in. It will make you
much more comfortable with the processes.

@ If you're going to bid, make yourself known to the
auctioneer beforehand and sit somewhere in the
room where you can be clearly seen by them and
where you can see all of the other people in the room,
especially the other bidders. You'll have to look
closely because many of them have developed ways
of bidding, such as a slight raising of the eyebrows or
a twitch of the nose, that the auctioneer is looking out
for but are designed to conceal their interest.

® One of the more amusing aspects of auction rooms,
particularly those that aren’t quite full, is the ‘move to
the back’. People will sit down near the front initially
but when it comes to bidding time, many people will
abandon their chairs and decide to stand on the back
wall — in order to get a better view of proceedings
(and their competition) and perhaps take themselves
out of the spotlight a little.

® The first bids will be spoof bids designed to get the
auction going and are often made by members of the

GUIDE PRICES AND ASSESSING WHAT TO PAY

So how accurate are the guide prices you'll see
in catalogues? Well, in short, it depends on the
lot in question, but in general they are a lot more
accurate than they used to be. Before the reces-

sion, bidding often used to start well in advance of
the top guide; these days it's a much more realistic
assessment of what you might end up paying.

Bear in mind, of course, that there might well be

a reserve price set in place by the vendors which,
if not met, means that the lot will not be sold.

Above: Land of
Opportunity

On average, 74 per
cent of residential
lots offered

at auction sell
successfully. Most
auctioneers are
reporting renewed
confidence in
pricing and success
since May's
general election

agent’s staff. You may experience a surge of hope as
the process seems to reluctantly get into gear. But
then it will speed up. Don't join in the bidding until it
starts to slow down again, and the increments by
which the price is rising become smaller. Then you
can see by the turn of the auctioneer’s head and his
outstretched arm, just who you're really up against.

@® Watch out for the telephone bidder: the person,
possibly also a member of the agent’s staff, who
confers into a telephone before making a bid. There
may or may not be somebody on the other end of the
line. It might just be a ruse to get the bidding up.

® Don't get carried away. When you go into an
auction room you need to have a clear idea of your
strategy and the maximum price you can/will pay. But
don’t lose your plot for a few hundred pounds. If the
bidding is creeping up, try topping it by one last throw
of the dice, doubling the increment rise.

@ If the reserve isn't reached, then that's when the
real bargaining begins and you need to make yourself
known immediately to the auctioneer to enter
negotiations to buy by private treaty. You won't be
alone but if you can ascertain what the reserve was
and make an offer close to or exceeding it, you stand a
good chance. (H)

One of the basics of buying at auction is to set a
limit price which should be a price you're happy to
pay and which makes sense. In order to come up
with this price, you'll need to assess the value of
the plot. Work this out by establishing an end value
for the completed project, subtract your estimated
build costs (using the tables in this magazine as
a starting point) and an extra 10-20 per cent (for
contingencies and profit) and the figure you're
left with is the true value of the plot on offer.




INSURANCE

Great Insurance Products for the Renovator, Self-Builder,
Property Owner and Contractor

UNDER
RENOVATION

We provide insurance
for the following:

v Renovations

v Conversions

v New Builds

v Let Property

v Residential Property
v Commercial Property

CONTRACTORS
LIABILITY

Construction Companies
v Contractors Liability

PROPERTY v Contractors All Risks

OWNERS

Also...Home Insurance
v Unique Scheme
v Low Premiums

v Great Cover
CONVERSIONS

Normal household
insurance is unlikely
to cover your
renovation project;
RENOVATION PLAN
is the solution

For great service,
quality cover and
low premiums

call the experts

RENOVATION:

www.renovationplan.co.uk

Buy online or call during office hours for an instant quote

LS e/ 01621 784840

INSURANCE BROKERS LTD MOLila-Nelell[eR I R0 o1 N P laR a1l

As recommended by Sarah Beeny in ‘Ask The Experts’
Property Ladder magazine

Renuvuﬁnnpfun is exclusivaly available fram First Commercial Insurance Brokers
we are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 307652

AT

Windows Group

DEDICATED
TO SELF BUILD

Over the past 15 years, HWL Windows
Group has built a reputation for
designing, manufacturing and installing
high quality bespoke windows and
doors for self build customers.

@ Residence 9 window system
¢ Stunning aluminium windows
¢ Aluminium bi-folding doors
g Solidor composite doors

Unit 6, Maybrook Industrial Estate

Armley Road, Armley, Leeds LS12 2EL

Tel: 0113 244 9006 Fax: 0113 223 4924
email: sales@hwlwindows.co.uk

www.hwlwindows.co.uk

“It's all about the be

Designed and meticulously manufactured
to last, using the finest timber of your
choice, our hardwood door and window
systems, folding sliding doors, french
doors, lanterns, portico’s and staircases
will add real value to your home.

To discover how we can transform

your home call us now,
or visit our website...

01538 361 955

www.brookeswood.com

-

Brookeswood’s hardwood
door and window products
will fransform your home into
something of real beauty.

brookes
architectural



BUILD COSTS

How Much Will
My Roof Cost?

The roof structure itself will account for a relatively small proportion of your
overall costs, but it can vary considerably, says David Snell

he roof structure isn't just

there to provide a lid on the

‘box’. It has to be able to

carry the heavy load of the

roof covering in all kinds of

weather — wet, dry or cov-
ered in snow. It provides lateral support for
the walls and it helps turn, what would be
an enclosure, into a home.

Roof structures have evolved over the
centuries from simple cross supports to
complicated crucks, hammer beams,
principal and common rafters. Up until

DAVID SNELL
David is the author of Building Your
Own Home, a 13-time self-builder and
has been building homes for 50 years

the mid-20th century, most roofs were

created on site using loose lumber. But then came the advent
of the prefabricated trussed roof and today most new homes
employ roof systems that are factory manufactured, brought
to site for erection.

With the loads that the roof has to take and the stresses
caused by the wind and weather, building any roof is not a
simple matter and its design and construction must follow
strict rules and conform to known strengths. That is one rea-
son why the trussed roof has gained such popularity. Truss
manufacturers can design and prove their systems by testing
them to destruction, whereas a cut roof has to overemploy
timber to create a greater degree of certainty.

Not that the cut or purlin and spar roof has gone away — far
from it. Many people still prefer this type of roof and, in many
other cases, roofs are a hybrid mixture of trusses and cut sec-
tions. A truss relies on being in company with other trusses
and each has to maintain complete integrity and be bound to
each other in a prescribed format. You can't cut a truss around
obstacles — if you do it loses all strength.

With most pitched roofs it is the rafters, from ridge to eaves,
that carry the weight, and the tie beams - that form the ceiling
of the floor below — which hold them together and stop them
spreading apart. And it is this principle that governs the three
main forms of roof seen on the homes of today. The costs
outlined below apply to a 10x8m rectangular roof.

Fink Trussed Roof
Undoubtedly the cheapest form of roofing for most situa-
tions, a 'fink’ truss (pictured above right) is identified by having

a ‘'W’'-shaped formation of cross beams and supports within
the basic triangle formed by the rafters and the ceiling joists.
There are other slightly different forms but they employ the
same principles.

The trusses are light and often seem quite flimsy when tak-
en or handled individually. But by being very light allows them
to be lifted on to the scaffolding and the roof plate by one
man and an assistant, and then stood up and held into place
with a temporary batten, nailed across each truss, while the
binders and bracings are fixed, locking all of them into a ho-
mogenous structure.

An average cost for each truss, assuming a span of around
8m with a 30° pitch, including supply of the necessary binding,
bracing and truss clips, would be £56.

Fink trussed roof costs

17 trusses with bracings, bindings and truss clips.......... £966.67
Labour (carpenter plus mate) for one and half days........ £462.00
o< 1 PSSP £1,428.67

Attic Trussed Roof
The huge advantage of the traditional purlin and spar roof
(overleaf) was the fact that it provided clear space within the
attic that could easily be converted for use as living space.
The attic truss, however, provides that option by doing away
with the 'W’'-shaped supports within the main triangle and
replacing them with upright supports close to the eaves, to-
gether with a cross tie support at what would be ceiling level.

Effectively this creates an open space along the length of the »»
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pay-as-you-go scrvice, we set the standard in
services. for home 1mprovement projects

We compare the market from leading
self build and renovation insurance
companies and structural warranty
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Building dreams

Get all the help you need from your local RIBA chartered architect

use a fully qualified architect and check for registration with the Architects
Registration Board - www.arb.org.uk.

Simply call us and quote _
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BUILD COSTS ROOFS

roof with sloping ceilings to the occupation section, together
with eaves storage.

Not unnaturally, the timbers have to be bigger, not least to
what becomes the floor zone of the attic storey. And the result
is @ much heavier truss, which can't easily be manhandled on
to the roof and may need a crane or some other form of lifting
assistance. Once they are up on the wall plate their erection
proceeds in much the same format as for the fink trussed roof.

An average cost for each attic truss, assuming a span of around
8m, with a 45° pitch (necessary to provide sufficient headroom
in the proposed attic), including supply of the necessary binding,
bracing and truss clips, would be £163.

Attic truss roof costs
17 trusses with bracings, bindings and truss clips........... £2,769.74

Labour (carpenter plus mate) for two days...........ccccc....... £616.00
Crane NiFE ..o £325.00
L < 1 £3,710.74

Purlin and Spar Roof (or Cut and Pitch)
A traditional cut roof (right) is constructed on site using loose
sawn lumber with the timber sizes determined by a set of tables
or by the recommendation of a structural engineer. Because the
rafters do not have support struts within the triangle formed by
them and the ceiling/floor joists, they require some form of sup-
port at their mid span between the eaves and the ridge. This is
provided by heavy timbers, on each side of the roof, running
counter to the rafters and built in, and supported by the end and
cross walls of the house.

The pile of lumber that arrives on site can be quite daunting
and the labour involved will be counted in weeks rather than
days, which tends to put the cost up.

Purlin and spar roof costs

SAWNIUMDET ... £2,448.60
Labour (carpenter plus mate) for seven days.................. £2,156.00
Total. e ——————————————— £4,604.60

What Affects the Price?

One of the main factors that affects the price of the roof struc-
ture is the same factor that impacts on the price in so many other
elements of the building: complexity. Consequently, the simpler
the shape, the cheaper the price.

Undoubtedly, moving away from a fink trussed roof to either
an attic truss or a purlin and spar roof will add to the costs. But,
even so, it provides the opportunity for ‘cheap’ space either im-
mediately or at a later date and is therefore cost-effective in real
terms. Thought does, however, have to be given as to how one
is to gain access to this additional storey and the knock-on ef-
fects, such as the need for fire doors if a third storey is provided.

How to Reduce Costs

You can't skimp on the materials. The trusses have to be what
the manufacturers say they must be and the timber sizes have
to be what the architect or engineer specifies.

What you can do is shorten the time that labour will be on site.
With light trusses, getting them up on to the wall plate yourself
can save at least half a day's labour. Sorting out the piles of lum-
ber into sizes and, if possible, uses such as rafters, joists, purlins,
hips etc., will save at least a day and possibly more of an expen-
sive carpenter’s time. (H)

Homebuilding.co.uk | 115
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Everyone hasa different
concept of perfection.
For us, each new project
means working with our
client to discover what
their dream oak framed
house would look like.

And because we don't
simply build homes, but
craft them, we realise
those dreams down to
the last detail.

WELSH

OAK

FRAME Perfectly crafted oak framed homes
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RAINWATER HARVESTING SYSTEN =
FOR THE HOME AND GARDEN - -
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For further information and tech spacs
visit waneibitly/MarshRainCell

Happily for everyone the new Marsh Raincell is the
simplest, most reliable and cost effective rainwater
harvesting system on the market.

With storage capacities up to 6000 litres the Raincell chg s | ' Ly .,
system accommodates most household roof sizes and oy 8 ; " I\IA RbH
effectively distributes clean recycled rainwater to
the home and garden, allowing you to save up

to 50% of your metered water costs.

@ = .Y MADEIN
o BRITISH WATER BRITAIN

+44 (0)1933 654582 | salesc@marshindustries.co.uk | www.marshindustries.co.uk




BUILD COSTS COST GUIDE

= The Build Cost Calculator

A simple cost-estimating guide for people building their own home

ne of the most important aspects when planning your
self-build or home renovation/extension project is
working out how much it is going to cost.

This figure will depend on the size and shape of the house,
the level of your own involvement, where in the country you
intend to build, and the materials you're going to use. If you
can make even rough decisions about these factors, then you
can begin to work out how much it is going to cost.

As a very general rule of thumb, expect

reys) and usually varies between £900-£1,500/m? (although
self-builders achieve costs between £300-£3,000/m?).

Renovation costs are more difficult to establish as they in-
volve many variables, but allow at least £1,000-£1,300/m?
for work. This, added to the cost of the plot/house and with
a 10-30 per cent contingency, should result in less than the
final end value of the house.

The table below, based on information from the Build Cost
Information Service (part of RICS), is up-

a building plot to cost between a third

dated monthly to help you work out a

and a half of the end value of the finished
house. The costs of building a house
will then depend on the variables listed
above. All building work is usually quoted
on a cost/m? basis. For example, a typi-
cal new four bedroom self-built home is
around 200m? (with 100m? on two sto-

BUILD ROUTE A
(DIY + Subbies)
Standard Good

SINGLE STOREY

HOW TO USE THE TABLE
1. Identify your build route from the four
options; 2. I[dentify your expected level of
specification: ‘'standard’, ‘good’ or ‘excellent’;
3. Identify the estimated size of your finished
house (either single or two/more storeys);

4. Choose your location; 5. Multiply the figure

by your house size (the internal floor area).

BUILD ROUTEB
(Subbies)

BUILD ROUTE C
(Builder/Subbies)

more accurate estimate (note, howev-
er, that these figures are for build costs
only and do not account for VAT, which
is not charged for self-build projects).
There is an interactive online version at
www.homebuilding.co.uk/calculator
which guides you through the process. H]

BUILD ROUTE D

(Main Contractor)

>90m? Greater London 1193
South-East 1046
NW, SW, East & Scotland 951
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 910
91-160m? Greater London 1092
South-East 958
NW, SW, East & Scotland 872
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 834
161m3+ Greater London 973
South-East 853
NW, SW, East & Scotland 776
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 742
TWO STOREY
90-130m? Greater London 1148
South-East 1007
NW, SW, East & Scotland 916
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 876
131-220m? Greater London 967
South-East 848
NW, SW, East & Scotland 771
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 738
221m2+ Greater London 892
South-East 783
NW, SW, East & Scotland 712
Mids, Yorks, NE & Wales 681

Excellent Standard Good Excellent Standard Good  Excellent Standard Good Excellent
1380 1660 1263 1461 1758 1333 1543 1855 1404 1624 1953
1211 1456 1108 1282 1542 1169 1353 1627 1231 1425 1713
1102 1325 1007 1167 1402 1063 1231 1480 1119 1296 1558
1053 1267 963 1115 1341 1017 1177 1416 1070 1239 1490
1326 1723 1157 1404 1824 1221 1482 1925 1285 1560 2027
1162 1511 1015 1231 1599 1071 1299 1688 1128 1367 1777
1058 1376 923 1120 1456 975 1182 1537 1026 1245 1618
1012 1315 883 1071 1392 932 1131 1470 981 1190 1547
1276 1601 1030 1351 1695 1087 1426 1789 1144 1501 1883
1118 1404 903 1184 1487 953 1250 1569 1004 1316 1652
1018 1278 822 1078 1354 867 1137 1429 913 1197 1504
974 1221 785 1031 1293 829 1088 1365 873 1146 1437
1328 1631 1216 1406 1727 1283 1484 1823 1351 1563 1919
1165 1431 1066 1233 1515 1126 1302 1600 1185 1370 1684
1060 1303 970 1123 1380 1024 1185 1457 1077 1247 1533
1014 1245 927 1074 1318 979 1133 1392 1030 1193 1465
1171 1485 1024 1239 1572 1081 1308 1659 1137 1377 1746
1027 1302 898 1088 1379 948 1148 1455 998 1208 1532
935 1185 817 990 1254 862 1045 1324 907 1100 1394
893 1133 782 946 1199 825 998 1266 868 1051 1333
1142 1434 945 1209 1518 997 1276 1602 1050 1344 1687
1001 1258 829 1060 1332 875 1119 1406 921 1178 1480
911 1144 754 965 1212 796 1018 1279 838 1072 1346
871 1095 721 922 1159 761 973 1224 801 1024 1288

WANT MORE BUILD COST ADVICE?
Visit our interactive build cost calculator online: homebuilding.co.uk/calculator
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CLADDING

METAL

Copper, brass, bronze, alu-
minium, weathered steel
(such as Cor-ten, shown
left) and zinc are all being
used as external cladding
materials. In the case of
copper, which is particularly
popular right now, it will
usually be installed over a
substrate which is covered
with  asphalt-coated felt.
There are also now a hum-
ber of engineered systems,
including insulated panels.

FIBRE CEMENT

Fibre cement cladding is usual-
ly used as an alternative to tim-
ber cladding — it requires less
maintenance and is fire, mois-
ture, rot and pest resistant. It
can be used either as a full-
wrap solution or to comple-
ment other cladding materials,
such as natural timber, render
or stone. The other benefit is
that it comes pre-coloured in
a large range of colours and
finishes. Expect to pay from
around £45/m?, fully installed.

IMAGES LEFT AND OPPOSITE: SAM TISDALL



DESIGN

Concrete Reborn

Concrete cladding is shaking off its 1960s associations, and reinvented as GRC
iIs emerging as a viable choice for modern homes, says Natasha Brinsmead

or so many years concrete suffered from its asso-

ciation with 1960s regeneration projects. It has since

been reborn as an attractive option for worktops and

flooring internally, and is now beginning to enjoy an

exciting renaissance externally too — as a cladding

material. It's sleek, contemporary and, although un-
deniably industrial in its appearance, brings with it plenty of charac-
ter and individuality to a home.

Poured concrete and pre-cast concrete panels have been used
for many years as cladding systems but usage has never really ex-
tended to mainstream residential design. Some architects believe
them to have issues around insulation and watertightness and oth-
ers can't get past their associations with 1960s urban projects (these
are disputed by concrete advocates who point to its thermal effi-
ciency and rainscreening properties). One form in which concrete
cladding is being increasingly used as a cladding material these days
is as GRC (glassfibre reinforced concrete) panels. “This is a million
miles from what most people would understand concrete to be,”
explains designer Hugo Tugman. “GRC is basically the same idea as
fibreglass, but it has some sand/cement in the mix which makes it
look more granular and less plastic, giving it slightly different prop-
erties which tend to be more suitable for buildings.

“The great thing about GRC is that the glassfibre means that it can
be thin and lightweight, which is why it can be used to make panels
suitable for cladding.” The other benefit is that the panels can be
manufactured to exact colour and size requirements. (H)

TIMBER
Western red cedar is one of the most
popular softwoods, with the best
grades virtually knot-free, and a natu-
ral resistance to decay and moisture
absorption, meaning it can typically
be installed without treatment. It's also
the most stable of the softwoods, sub-
ject to little movement when installed.
Larch or cedar are the most popular
choices coming in at around £40-£45/
m? installed. There are also a growing
range of modified timber products
which are usually heat-treated (often
for visual as well as stability benefits).

Homebuilding.co.uk | 119

Above: Concrete Cladding

“Pre-cast concrete was not practical,
so we used lightweight glassfibre
reinforced concrete (GRC),” says
architect Sam Tisdall of the clad-

ding choice for the remodelling and
extension project of this 1920s house
in Chiswick. “The material is truly
bespoke and can be practically any
colour or size. Each and every one of
the 150 panels was made by hand and
has a lovely surface quality. It is, how-
ever, expensive — approximately £100/
m? or more — and therefore usually
only used on larger buildings when
economies of scale reduce the cost”



ADVERTORIAL

Cedral Shows

True Colours

Marley Eternit’s fibre cement Cedral cladding transforms
properties from the ordinary into the extraordinary.

s homeowners

brace the challenge of

creating visually pleas-

ing, practical homes

that retain an element

of difference, more

are opting for this

low-maintenance, rot-free alternative to
traditional timber cladding.

Available in a choice of two applica-

tions, Cedral Lap and Cedral Click, the

em-

maintenance and no repainting.

® The subtly textured surface of Cedral
gives it the visual appeal of timber without
warping or expanding.

® Cedral is resistant to rot and immune
to attack by pests and insects. It also
stands up to harsh weather conditions.

® Quick and easy to install,
coordinating trims, soffit and fascia
boards are also available to get the com-
plete look.

BEFORE

Step up with Cedral

Cedral Lap in Blue Grey was recently
chosen by a homeowner in Bognor
Regis because of its appealing
aesthetics and low maintenance. The
owners previously used ladders to
reqularly repaint the exterior rendered
masonry. Cedral Lap has revitalised the
property’'s appearance and, with an

benefitshavelongsincebeenrecognisedby installed life of 50 years, will provide a
installers, homeowners and self-builders
alike. Benefits include:

® A high-quality, factory-applied finish
means that Cedral is available in a wide
range of colours, and requires minimal

For further information on their range
of products and services, call 01283
722588 or visit marleyeternit.co.uk. You
can also follow Marley Eternit on Twitter
@MarleyEternit (H]

long-term, low-maintenance solution,
without the need for repainting

m MarleyEternit

GLADTOCLAD &
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i- * Double Shiplap
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QUALITY TIMBER CLADDIMNG
Q-Clad pre-painted, fine sawn, §
featheredge (rebated) timber
cladding. Available in white
or black. PEFC certified

Visit
WWW.freefoam.com
to find your
local stockist

I - ﬂ_ i H—i
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(Ygarden

QUALITY GARDEN PRODUCTS
Q-Deck Multi-purpose
Screening lath. An easy way
to create great looking privacy
garden screening and deck
balustrading.

ortex is the innovative, embossed wood
effect PVC-U cladding from Freefoam.

70‘1
: - Offering the perfect alternative to timber or fibre
cement products the range is available in a wide
choice of subtle ‘New England’ colours, guaranteed
for ten years and comes with a range of fitting trims
to create a neat professional finish.

i

.
QUALITY DECKING PRODUCTS ]
Q-Deck decking comes in a wide
variety of styles and finishes.
Choose from: hardwood,
softwood, anti-slip, thermowood
and wood plastic composite.

% 10year

guarantee

For more information visit www.freefoam.com
Tel: 01604 591110

Email: sales@freefoam.co.uk

efoam.com for terms and conditions

Scan this QR code to
download a copy of our |2

Follow us on
£
latest brochure | =

Buy online via www.qualitydecking.co.uk ] .
’ 5 (horerri5-5pmm @ @ @ & 3

V-4
Tel: (0800) 849 6339 (Mon-Fri 9-5pm) Freeroam

Building Products




PROJECTS

The Guide to

Choosing a New Boiler

Why investing a little bit more time and effort in researching your new
heating system (boiler and controls) can pay off enormously

CHRISTIAN ENGELKE

Christian is responsible for boiler
manufacturer Viessmann's product
performance and systems design, as well
as the project division covering industrial
boilers, biomass and CHP technologies

f you've replaced your car recently, you'll know that
even a newer basic model is packed full of gadgets
and gizmos. Most people, however, are unaware that
domestic heating technology has come on in leaps
and bounds in much the same way over the last dec-
ade. The good news is that improvements in the boil-
ers themselves, as impressive as they are, have been more
than matched by innovations in the world of heating control.
The result is that, if you choose correctly, you'll end up with
a system that is not only cheaper to run but is easier to use.
What's more, in 2005 it became mandatory for all gas-fired
boilers fitted in homes, whether new installations or replace-
ments, to be condensing boilers (oil boilers too, since 2007).
They are more efficient — as they can recover the latent heat
contained in waste gases — and are suitable for all homes.

Choosing a Replacement Boiler
The first step is to decide which boiler is best for you: combi
(short for combination) or system? Combi boilers — Britain's
best-selling type of boiler, as they are compact and quick to
install — provide heat for your radiators and hot running water
on demand. They don't need a water storage cylinder and so
take up less space, making them ideal for smaller properties.
For larger households, however, system boilers will be the
answer, or for those seeking the conveni-
ence of being able to run hot water

coil cylinder instead, to futureproof the home for the potential
retrofitting of a solar thermal or renewable heating system.

It's also worth considering upgrading from a gravity-fed
system (where pressure is generated from a cold water tank,
often placed in the loft) to a four-pipe system. While most
boilers in the UK have two pipes, which provide hot water and
heating concurrently, Viessmann's set-up uses four pipes to
deliver hot water separately to both heating and hot water cir-
cuits. In doing so, the boiler prioritises hot water to ensure
its immediate availability and heating water temperature is re-
duced so the boiler fully condenses most of the time. As a
result, a lower output, more affordable boiler can be installed
that uses less energy.

Heating Controls

Improvements to boilers have been matched by advances in
their controls. Rather than the traditional single thermostat in
the hallway, intelligent zoning controls enable different tem-
peratures and timing programmes to be set around the house,
avoiding heating empty rooms. You can also remotely control
and monitor energy usage using a smartphone app.

Weather compensation controls can boost the efficiency
of a condensing boiler by as much as 15 per cent. Thanks to
a small sensor on the exterior of the building, the boiler in-
creases or decreases the radiator temperature to compensate
for outdoor temperature changes. These small adjustments
consistently maintain the room at your chosen temperature,
regardless of a temperature drop or rise outside.

There is a common misconception that weather compen-
sation controls can't be fitted on old properties in order to
boost the boiler’s efficiency. Actually they can, as long as the
installer has correctly set the boiler’'s operating gradient. This
is largely determined by how well the property is insulated.

We take our time choosing a new car, considering which
will be most economical to run or com-

fortable. We live with our boiler for

from more than one tap at a time.

To ensure you have enough hot
water for your family from a standard
single-coil cylinder, the rule of thumb
is to allow 25 litres per person per
day. We do, however, recommend
that all new installations have a twin-

A twin-coil cylinder will
futureproof the house
for renewables

much longer — so it pays to invest the
same efforts in your heating system.

® An important footnote: Make sure
you use an installer on the Gas Safe
Register (which replaced CORGI in
2009) or OFTEC for oil. @




TESLA POWERWALL

The ‘game changer’ development
in solar storage, the Tesla
Powerwall, is a 1,300x860mm
wall-mounted, rechargeable
lithium-ion battery. (The Power-
wall consists of Tesla’s lithium-ion
battery pack, liquid thermal
control system and command
software.) The wall-mounted unit
is integrated with the local Grid to
harness excess power and give
customers the flexibility to draw
energy from their own reserve
where possible. In theory, it
makes the storage of photovoltaic
(PV)-generated power possible.

The battery charges during low
rate periods when demand for
electricity is lower and discharges
during more expensive rate
periods when electricity demand
is higher.

It can store surplus solar energy
not used at the time it is gener-
ated and can use that energy later
when the sun is not shining. Also,
one nice benefit is that it could
potentially take the house away
from Grid reliance for electricity
— acting as a back-up during
Grid outages.

Powerwall is available in
10kWh, optimised for back-up
applications or 7kWh optimised
for daily use applications with a
continuous load supply of just
2kW (a kettle requires 3kW).
Rumours abound that this will in
fact be boosted to 5kW continu-
ous and 7kW peak by launch. It
also pairs with a number of
inverters (a required extra).

The price is likely to be in the
£3,000-£5,000 region, plus
inverter and installation. There is
no word yet on UK availability but
2016 looks likely, by which stage
expect more significant outputs.
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ENERGY

Solution for Solar?

Feed-in Tariffs treated the symptom not the cause of solar power’s
great problem — storage. Tim Pullen looks at new innovations that might
solve the problem of panels generating energy when it is needed least

rom the time electricity was

first discovered, we have

tried to find ways to store

it. By 1800, Alessandro

Volta (for whom the volt is

named) had already devel-
oped the first usable battery and we are
still working on that same basic principle.
But batteries are not the only option and
we now have no less than four potential,
practical ways of storing electricity — cov-
ered right in more detail.

The problem has existed for years and,
until a decade or so ago, we were fairly
happy to live with it. The vast majority of
self-builders and renovators didn't even
attempt such a thing as generating their
own electricity. That all changed with the
take-up of photovoltaic (PV) solar panels
which now sit on over a million homes in
the UK. That they have enjoyed such suc-
cess is due to a slightly unusual solution
to energy management: a Government
incentive (Feed-in Tariff) to produce elec-
tricity regardless of what you do with it. It
was a generation game rather than a ques-
tion of effectively using what's generated.

Increasingly, however, canny homeown-
ers have begun to find ways to use this
‘free’ electricity. Storing it for future use, in
the home, is the next — and highly sensible
— step forward.

THE FOUR WAYS TO STORE ELECTRICITY

We've been ‘managing’ electricity for years. Here’s how:

LEAD-ACID BATTERIES
Well-known, well-developed
technology that has been used for
many years. Batteries from milk
floats and even submarines have
been used by intrepid renewable
energy users. The problems are cost,
relatively short lifespan (they have a
limited number of charge/discharge
cycles) and disposal.

THERMAL
There are a number of products
available that will enable electric-
ity from renewable energy sources
(PV, wind turbines, etc.) to run an
immersion heater in a hot water
cylinder. Storing electricity as heat is
not a new idea and it means that the
electricity (usually — at a domestic
level) cannot be converted back to
electricity.

SOLID STATE BATTERIES

The batteries used in laptops, etc,,

are solid state batteries. These are
usually lithium-ion (Li-ion) or nickel-
cadmium (Ni-Cd) batteries and can
be three to four times more efficient
than lead-acid batteries. They have
low power density (poor for things
that want power all at once) but can
store lots of energy in a small space.

THE GRID
The default option for most
renewable energy system owners is
to ‘store’ surplus electricity produc-
tion on the Grid. That is, to sell it
(at around 4.7p/kWh) to an energy
supplier and then buy it back (at
around 13p/kWh) when they need
it. Obviously this isn't ideal
considering that around 50 per
cent of PV energy is exported back.

OTHER ELECTRICITY INNOVATIONS

IMMERSUN

Diverts electricity
produced by PV panels
into an immersion or
=i~  storage heater. Claims
to save £250 per year

SONNENBATTERIE

Stores up to 16kWh (use-
able capacity) of electricity
from solar in wall-mount-
ed batteries, with basic
models starting at 4kWh

SOLAR STORAGE

FROM SAVE ENERGY

A UK solar PV battery with
sizes upwards from S5kW
allowing you to use stored
electricity when you need it




Choose Renewable Heat for
Generous RHI Payments
over 7 Years

The government’s Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) is paid over
7 years and rewards you for installing a biomass boiler, heat
pump or solar thermal panels.

* Free Site Survey e« Free RHI Projection
= Over 2,000 Installations = 10 Years’ Experience
« Multi-Technology Capability « Own Installation Teams

AFFROY
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MIWANL IMERGY CONSSMER COOE

t. 0845 302 3121

w. www.ecolivinguk.com GCO| |V| ﬂg ;

consult = design = install » maintain

Biomass » Heat Pumps « Solar « Stoves » Underfloor Heating

" [ Think
" l_'about it

For energy efficient and clean healthy homes.

* Powerful Central Vacuums by Electrolux
* Energy efficient Mechanical Ventilation with Heat Recovery
* Clean, healthy indoor air
* Guaranteed value & quality

Call us for project advice, survey and quotation

BEAM

Vacuum & Ventilation

UK: 0800 78 38 231 ROI: 1800 20 10 67
wwuw.beamcentralsystems.com

Clearview Stoves offers &
the complete solution for
homebuilders & renovators

Clearview Stoves is the largest dedicated
manulacturer ol clean burning wood stoves.
We have been designing, manufacturing and distributing
from our site in the heart of Shropshire since 1987.

Our installation and product knowledge is unequalled
in the industry and we have thousands of accessories
and [lue components in stock, so whether you are
building a new house or renovating an old one we can
provide the kind of expert advice that results

in a trouble free installation.

STOCKISTS THROUGHOUT THE UK

Brochure Line: 01588 650 123 www.clearviewstoves.com




ENERGY SOLAR ELECTRICITY STORAGE

» Storing Electricity: The Expert View

As with all these things, considering the
cost/benefit analysis can be a complex
process and has to start with some idea
of how much electricity is to be stored.
Perhaps obviously, storing a small
amount of electricity is cheaper than
storing a large amount.

We take the Grid as the default op-

TIM PULLEN tion, as it has no capital cost, irrespec-
An expert in tive of how much electricity we want to
sustainable store, but has a running cost’ being the
building and difference between the sale and pur-

energy efficiency,
Tim runs the green
home consultancy

chase prices — currently about 8p/kWh.
It is then reasonable to suggest that any
storage system needs to be cheaper

Weather Works

Until recently, lead
-acid batteries were the only viable option
and a typical domestic-scale system could
cost upwards of £10,000 — including rack-
ing, a shed to house it and disposal costs.
If we assume that the batteries are storing
surplus from a 4kWp PV array and that they
will last 10 years, that equates to a ‘running
cost’ of perhaps 52p/kWh — making the
Grid look exceptionally cheap.

Solid state battery technology has ad-
vanced in leaps and bounds in recent years
and the Tesla Powerwall is a result of that
development. It will store up to 10kWh in a
weekly cycle, which is a reasonable amount
for a domestic user. A 4kWp PV array (i.e.
typical domestic scale) will, in spring and
summer, generate around 12kWh per day
and the Powerwall is designed to store the
peak energy for evening demand. It comes
with a 10-year warranty. At a capital cost of
around £2,500 (installed) that equates to a
‘running cost’ of about 13p/kWh — which
still leaves the Grid looking cheap.

Thermal storage systems are lead by the
ImmerSUN unit — this will enable the elec-
tricity produced by the PV array to operate
an immersion heater in a hot water cylinder.
All of these options have an efficiency fac-
tor and in the case of thermal storage we
also need to consider losses from the hot
water cylinder. This sort of conversion unit
will cost around £500 installed and if it simi-
larly lasts about 10 years will have a ‘running
cost’ of about 3p/kWh — cheaper than the
Grid, but is now energy that can only be
used as heat, of course.

than that to justify a capital investment.

ELECTRICITY &
YOUR HOME

Fun facts for the energy nerd

Using an immersion to heat the
water from 20°C to 70°C in a
typical 150 litre hot water
cylinder will require 8.75kWh

A 4kWp (16 panel) solar PV
system will produce up to
around 25kWh on a good day,
so should be more than
capable of providing all the hot
water required

Approximately 50 per cent of
the electricity generated by PV
panels is exported to the Grid

The typical home consumes
9kWh of electricity every day

A kettle requires a supply of
3kW. The (current) continuous
supply of the Tesla Powerwall

is just 2kW — which means
that it would struggle with
powering a kettle

The average home uses
3,300kWh of electricity a year

Above: Size is Key

With most kettles requiring
3kWh alone to work,
batteries storing electricity
generated by roof-top
panels needs to be able to
handle between 4-10kWh
peak to be effective

CONCLUSION

Electricity storage is not purely a hardware
problem. The Tesla Powerwall also contains
software that determines when to store
electricity and when to use it; something the
Grid cannot do. It optimises its performance
to provide the best result for the house, so the
pure ‘running cost’ calculation might not be
wholly valid.

If renewable energy has a future in the
domestic market then battery storage will
have its place — be it as a principal energy
source, as back-up or merely for those
wishing to safeguard themselves against an
apocalypse! If you want the surplus electricity
to be usable as electricity, then storing on the
Grid is still the cheapest and most convenient
option. But that may not always be the case.
History tells us that the Powerwall will be
copied and improved. What the Powerwall
has done is open a market and that has to be
good for all domestic-scale renewable energy
producers. Indeed Mercedes-Benz have a
similar 2.5kW product available — and you
can guarantee there will be more to come. (H]

SHUTTERSTOCK



The most efficient air source heat pump in the world is now available in the UK and brought to you
exclusively by Ice Energy Technologies*

The NEW AirX air source heat pump from IVT combines innovative design with market-leading performance to
provide a total heating and hot water solution for your home.

Rated best in class when tested against 190 other heat pumps, the AirX is:

e 21% more efficient than its closest competitor

e Capable of producing higher efficiency rates than some ground source heat pumps

e Quieter than any of its competitors

e Able to receive Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) payments

e Provided with an industry-leading warranty as standard for additional peace of mind

e Available with a FREE underfloor heating kit of up to 40sqm
ICE ANERGY

To find out how you could enjoy lower heating bills and generate income from the RHI,

call our dedicated sales team on

*In a Danish test of 190 heat pumps.

www.iceenergy.co.uk




PLANNING

on't Get Caught
Out by Conditions

In the euphoria of gaining planning approval, don’t overlook (or dismiss) the
conditions attached. You ignore them at your peril, says David Snell

DAVID SNELL

David is the author of Building Your
Own Home, a 13-time self-builder and
has been building homes for 50 years

lanning conditions really are the small print of
the building world. All planning permissions are
granted with conditions attached and it's easy in
the euphoria of the big headline to ignore the
detail — but do so at your peril. When you're
buying a building plot with planning permission
already in place, itis vital to read and understand those condi-
tions — and to make sure that they are capable of being satisfied
or discharged by you, within your remit.

Failure to do so is bad news — if you don't address all of the
planning conditions it can invalidate the consent and, there-
fore, any work that may have been carried out relevant to that
consent. Planning conditions cover a whole range of works
and come in different shapes and sizes.

Pre-application Conditions

Not all local authorities have a formalised pre-application pro-
cess and it is, therefore, incumbent upon the self-builder to
find out what requirements the local authority have in order
for any application to be validated.

Many local authorities will not accept an application unless
it is accompanied by a flood risk assessment, a wildlife sur-
vey and/or an archaeological survey. Others may require a car
parking survey. All of these cost money and it is money which,
in the event of the application failing, is

THE QUICK READ

»+ All planning permissions are granted with conditions
attached, outlined (usually) on the same document. They
must be discharged (satisfied) formally by letter by the
local authority, usually before commencing work —
otherwise the approval is invalidated

»+ Conditions usually focus on prior approval of external
materials, landscaping and boundary schemes and other
aspects of a project too detailed to be included in the
planning application

»+ The most important condition is the time condition,
detailing by which date a project must have started

It makes sense, therefore, to gather all of your material and
make just one application to discharge all of the conditions
at the same time. Unfortunately, that may mean that you are
having to eat into the available time in the run-up to the con-
sent’s expiry while you wait for the necessary information and/
or plans to be drawn up.

Time Conditions
The most important condition on any consent relates to the
length of time that it will remain valid. Over the years, succes-
sive governments have endeavoured to shorten the duration
of planning consents in the — often mistaken — belief that by
doing so they will speed up the process between the granting
of planning permission and the development of the land. In
fact, the complexity of the planning process and the length of
time taken, not only in consideration of the application but the
clearance and discharge of conditions, has meant that there
is an uncomfortable shortness of time

not recoverable.

The Hidden Cost of Conditions

A local authority can charge £97 for each
letter of application to discharge condi-
tions. So if there were 15 conditions and
you applied separately for each one to be
discharged, the fee would be £1,455.

Full permissions last
for three years from
the date of consent

between obtaining planning consent and
being ready to commence work.

Most outline consents last for just three
years, during which time approval of re-
served matters (detailed planning con-
sent) must be obtained. Work must then
be commenced within two years of the
detailed approval being granted.




PLANNING CONDITIONS

Now this is important. If your application for approval of re-
served matters runs beyond the three-year period and fails,
then the original outline consent could find itself out of time.
If it succeeds, of course then the consent will last for another
two years during which time you must start work on site. All of
this makes it even more important that anyone contemplat-
ing buying land or a property with a planning consent should
study the conditions and, in particular, the dates in great detail.

Because an outline consent requires so much detail these
days, many applications are for full planning permission which
means that, as soon as the consent is granted and conditions
are discharged, work may commence without a second or
subsequent application (subject of course to a Building Regu-
lations application being lodged). Most full planning permis-
sions last for three years from the date of consent.

Materials
Notwithstanding what it said on the plans or in the corre-
spondence that accompanied or resulted from the original
planning application, most local authorities will impose a con-
dition requiring the agreement in writing, often following the
production of samples, for any or all of the external materials.
The self-builder or renovator ignores this condition at their
peril. If you proceed with the building without clearing this
condition, you may find that your failure invalidates the con-
sent and that any work you have carried out, even if approved
by the local authority building control department, is invalid.
Your local council can no longer hold you up. From 15
April 2015 an applicant will be able to serve the council with a
“deemed discharge notice” six weeks after applying for confir-
mation that a condition has been discharged. The notice will
specify a date, at least two weeks later, on which the relevant
condition will be considered to be discharged unless notice is
received of the council's decision.

Code for Sustainable Homes

Many local planning authorities enthusiastically adopted the
Code for Sustainable Homes and made compliance with it a
condition of any new build planning consent.

The responsibility for the building practices and standards
brought about by the Code will now be subsumed within
Building Regulations. But there are many legacy planning ap-
provals out there which require the appointment of a Code
Assessor. Applicants will have to ask the local authority to
confirm whether compliance with Building Regulations will be
deemed to satisfy this condition.

Parking and Driveways

There is often a condition relating to the provision and the
surfacing of any parking or driveways. The layout will be noted
on the plans but the choice of material for the surfaces will
have to be agreed. If there are trees in the vicinity it may be
necessary to prove that any surfacing work will not disturb the
roots and that water can still percolate down to them. It may
also be necessary to demonstrate that any surface water will
not be running into the carriageway.

Boundary Treatment

Full details of any fencing or walling will have to be provided
prior to commencement of works being carried out — this
may include the treatment or augmentation of any hedges.

Trees and Tree Planting

Many consents will have a condition requiring the protection
of certain trees and this is easy to demonstrate and com-
ply with. Others will require a tree planting and landscaping
scheme to be approved prior to commencement of work. This
will entail designing your garden before there is even a home
on the plot. But, while that may seem to some like putting the
cart before the horse, it is nevertheless necessary to comply
with this condition, which may go on to require details as to
future maintenance of any planting regime. The good news
for self-builders is that putting a detailed landscaping scheme
on the planning application means that you can reclaim the
VAT on most of the materials (e.g. trees, turf and plants) as part
of your overall reclaim.

Drainage

All planning applications have to detail the method of disposal
of both surface and foul drainage and this should be reflected
in the plans. Nevertheless, most local authorities will require
subsequent detailed drawings and proposals showing the
precise arrangements to be employed, prior to commence-
ment of any work starting on site. This means that, technically,
one cannot get on with services and the like while waiting for
clearance of conditions.

Permitted Development Rights
An important consideration in any planning consentis whether
or not Permitted Development rights (the work you can carry
out to a property, such as small extensions, without needing
planning consent) have been extinguished or curtailed as a
condition of the consent. They often are, particularly on ap-
provals given on sensitive or controversial sites.

Any limitation may mean that any extensions in the future
or, in extreme cases, the erection of something as innocuous
as a garden shed may need express planning permission.

Appealing Against a Condition

An appeal can be made against a condition or conditions con-
tained within a planning permission on the grounds that they
are unfair, unreasonable or unlawful. But beware, the inspec-
tor can revisit the original application, change other condi-
tions or impose fresh conditions. They can even reverse the
original approval; although if they intend to do any of these
things, they must give notice of their intention, giving the
appellant(s) the opportunity to withdraw the appeal. (H]

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT PLANNING
homebuilding.co.uk/planning
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elf-Build Zone

Site Insurance and
Structural Warranty

Protect your project with Self-Build Zone site insurance and structural warranty

new build, renovation, extension or conver-

sion project is a big investment, so you need

to make sure it's adequately covered. Iden-

tifying the risks you face and who is actu-

ally responsible for the works in progress is

absolutely crucial, because if a loss occurs

you might not be in a position financially to rectify the dam-

age. Most homeowners assume their builder has adequate in-

surance or their home insurance will provide cover if anything

goes wrong, but this isn't the case. What's more, relying on

your builder’s insurance tends to mean you're just relying on

their Public Liability cover, which isn't always going to provide
you with the protection you really need.

If you are undertaking a project, most home insurers will
exclude any alteration to the existing structure, meaning
they will not cover you if anything happens to the structure
while building works are being carried out. Self-Build Zone
can cover your buildings insurance in this instance, and once
complete, the cover will then be reverted back to your original
home insurer. You will also have the option for a Build-Zone
Structural Warranty, insuring the new works for 10 years.

If you are managing a self-build project on site, you will
have responsibility under workplace health and safety law
to consider, as well as getting the right insurance. Self-Build
Zone can cover you, your employees and your building pro-
ject, including any existing buildings, from the moment you
own the plot, throughout the works, right up to completion.
We are also able to facilitate your building control and tech-
nical audit surveys needed through the course of your build
using our Approved Inspectors, saving you time, money and
minimising disruption to building site for inspections.

Upon completion, Self-Build Zone can also arrange your
Build-Zone 10 Year Structural Warranty. Structural Warran-
ties have become a requirement for most mortgage lenders,
so are essential for anyone selling a property. Build-Zone's
Structural Warranty is one of the most recognised warranties
among lenders and covers your project from defects in de-
sign, workmanship and material.

Whatever type of home you're creating, we've got it cov-
ered. So come to us direct to save you time and money! (H)

Taking on

a Project?

All renovation,
extension and build
projects which
involve work to the
existing structure
can invalidate
existing home and
building insurance
— step in Self-Build
Zone with the
solutions
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Get a quote online at
www.selfbuildzone.com or
call us on 0345 230 9874




PROJECT PLANNER EXTENSIONS

Fxtension Project

Step-by-Step Planner

What does a typical extension project look like? What are the critical paths
and construction schedule? Here's our week-by-week guide and checklist

BEFORE WORK STARTS

»+ Find trades, obtain quotes and
inform them of your schedule

»» Check lead-in times for
materials to avoid delays

»+ Advise Building Control of
commencement

»» Arrange/amend insurance

»+ [f living on site, put measures in
place to keep the building work
separate from your living spaces
»» Arrange toilet facilities for
trades if necessary

PREPARATION
WORKS
1 »+ Ensure clear
access to site
»» Have bricks,
blocks and associated materials
delivered to site and stacked in place
»+ Hire mixer and digger — this is only
necessary if you are project managing,
otherwise your builders or contractors
will organise this on your behalf
»+ Ensure the site is safe, particularly
if you have small children

GROUNDWORKS
»+ Builders arrive
2 on site
»+ Groundworkers
dig foundations
»» Building Control visit to approve
the foundations
»+ Reinforcement laid within
foundations, if required
»» Pipework, drainage or services laid
within foundations

»» Concrete footing poured and levelled
»+ Building Control visits to approve

54

SUPERSTRUCTURE
»+ Bricklayers to
build up to damp-
proof course

»+ Drains installed

and trenches dug for associated pipework
#»+ |nsert concrete lintels into brickwork if a

drain run requires it

» Sand is then laid before damp-proof
membrane is put down

»+ |nsulation fitted

»+ Concrete slab poured
» Arrange for Building Control inspection

J

EXTERNAL
WALLS BUILT
»» Check that
the required
materials

are on site for the superstructure to
commence, including lintels, door and
window frames and wall ties

»+ Whether the brickwork or blockwork is
built first will depend on your builder, but
work now starts on the superstructure

»+» Cavity wall insulation fitted

»+ Wall ties inserted to fix the new walls

to the existing

»+ Lintels for windows and doors fitted
»+ Door and window frames should be
inserted as the walls go up

6

INTERNAL
WALLS BUILT

»+ |Internal walls
are constructed
»+ Order materials

such as windows, roof tiles, etc., which
can sometimes have long lead times of

up to five weeks

»+ Check that the carpenter is all set for
the following week and all materials are
ready — including lead

ROOF

STRUCTURE

7 »+ The carpenter
will start building

the roof structure

— or in some cases prefabricated roof

trusses may be used

»+ |f you are having rooflights, the

carpenter is usually in charge of

fitting these at this stage

#» Dormers will be constructed if

they are being introduced

ROOF
COVERINGS

8 » Roofing
membrane

is laid over

the newly built rafters
#»+ Roof battens cut and fitted
over membrane
=+ Tiles/slates laid
=+ Ridge/hip tiles laid and bedded
»+ Valley tiles laid, along with finishing
details, flashings, etc.
»» Fascias, soffits and verges primed/
stained/painted
»+ Floor screed laid
rendering if

9 -10 required

»» Windows and doors fitted into
linings and frames that were
(hopefully) put in place when
walls were being built

»» Guttering and downpipes fitted
»+ First fix carpentry, plumbing
and electrics

»» Studwork walls built, door linings
fitted and pipes boxed in

WINDOWS
AND DOORS

»+ External




N.B: This schedule is based on a single storey extension

and assumes planning permission has already been obtained

Right: Superstructure

The trick with building
extensions is to delay breaking
through to the existing house
to as late as possible in the
build schedule. Here, existing
bricks have been removed
ready to take the new junction

BREAKING
THROUGH

» Now is a good
time to ensure you

get sealed off from

the building work as things will get messy
»+ Steels are put into place, along with
padstones — sizes should have already
been approved by Building Control

PLASTERING
» Walls are

»» Joins made good
boarded, with
insulation placed

between battens on

existing uninsulated external walls
»+ Plastering — followed by a period
of drying out (around a week before

SECOND FIX
» Second fix

decorating can begin)
electrics carried out
(sockets

made live,

switches put in place, lights fitted, etc.)

» Second fix plumbing (taps,
connections, etc.)

®+ Flooring laid (sometimes people choose
to lay flooring after the kitchen is fitted)

» Kitchen units installed (if this is a

SNAGGING
»+ | eaks, electri-

kitchen extension)
cal problems,
heating system

issues, sticking

doors and windows — report them all to
the relevant trades as soon as possible
after finishing

Extension Checklist

Make sure your project runs smoothly
with our handy ‘don’t forget’ checklist

»* Obtain planning permission, if
required, prior to works commencing

»* Submit application to your local
Building Control

®* Arrange access for delivery lorries
and consider where skips can be placed
»* Get quotes from trades

2 |f living on site, arrange schedules to
minimise impact on day-to-day living

»* Agree timescales and schedules with
trades to avoid delays on site

»* Arrange or amend insurances as
necessary (you may need a new policy)
»* Inform neighbours of work
commencing

B+ Organise the hire of plant, toilets, etc.
B+ Set up accounts with your local
builders’ merchants
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»* Check lead-in times for materials
and order where necessary

»* Notify Building Control that

you are commencing works

B+ Make space available to store
materials safely on site

»* Make sure water will be available
for cement mixer (and later plastering)
where it will cause minimal mess inside
»* Arrange scaffolding if required

»* Make second fix decisions (such

as the position of lights and sockets)
as early as possible

»* Build in time for plaster to dry out
before decorating commences

»* Make sure plasterers and other
trades know if you are carrying out
aspects of their jobs on a DIY basis

JEREMY PHILLIPS
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External Makeovers

A Successful External Re
A new Tudor-inspired exterior, than
to a makeover and series of exten-
sions, encases the former boxy brick
Georgian house — the remnants of
which can still be seen on the ground
floor and in the chimney stacks
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This section: An in-depth design and building project guide. Edited by Daisy Jeffery

13 Beginner's Guide 14 0 Case Study: Bungalow Reborn a row of garages is transformed into

to External Makeovers A dated bungalow in Dorset is a three-bed family home thanks to a
How to get started, the styles to factor given a complete transformation thanks remodel project that combines its 1980s
in, the rules and regs, design ideas, the to a new storey and updated exterior characteristics with a modern twist
material options explained, plus the on-site
requirements needed during an external 14 2 Case Study: 15 Source Book
remodel — our must-read guide explains A Sensitive Remodel A directory of useful

how to give your property a facelift A small one bedroom seaside flat above external makeover contacts



EXTERNAL MAKEOVERS

Before

Boring to

Brilhant

Changing a home's exterior, be it drastic or modest, can transform a rundown
property into your dream home — here we detail the key things to consider

omeowners have been remodelling properties for

centuries, adapting their houses to meet modern

standards and to be up-to-date with current

trends. There is something quite appealing and

even glamorous about taking on a beautiful

but dated or unloved Georgian country house

or a Victorian townhouse and restoring it to its former glory,

or sprucing it up for modern times. While these properties are

undergoing renovation projects across the country, it is also the

boxy, less appealing inter-war and postwar house styles — from

the 1920s all the way up to the ’80s — which are crying out for a

makeover and have become a popular choice for those looking
to tackle a large renovation project.

“There are many reasons people want to remodel the exterior

of their property. It can be because they feel the appearance is

dated, or there may be a desire to get rid of unwanted or miss-

matched materials, such as pebbledash or a poorly bricked up
window that does not match the surrounding brickwork,” explains
architect Lesley Hally of LA Hally Architects. Often though,
it is the desire to extend the interior and sometimes something
as simple as wanting a window to frame a particular view that
sparks off the whole process.

“In more recent years there’s also the justification to carry out
work to the exterior as it provides the opportunity to upgrade and
make the building better insulated and airtight, so the investment
will help reduce running costs,” explains designer Tony Holt.

Consider Styles

Before taking on an external makeover you should first consider
the period in which the house was built, as different periods tend
to carry with them a common theme which can flag up both
pros and cons for remodelling. Some styles will lend themselves

THIS PAGE: DAVID BARBOUR; OPPOSITE (CLOCKWISE): SIMON MAXWELL X 2; DARREN CHUNG; SIMON DENISON



better to a change in cladding, while others might benefit from
an extension to increase the living space within. As architect
Lesley Hally points out, 1950s properties are one of the period
styles which lend themselves to makeovers: “These homes are
generally well-built and attractive properties but often have deep
plans, preventing light reaching the central areas. This prompts
changes to the fenestration, moving away from latticed glazing,
it deemed appropriate, and enlarging openings usually to the
rear of the property. There may have been many changes over
the years, but rarely do the additions complement each other
perfectly, and often use materials which, while similar, do not
actually match. Details in one section may be better removed to
match with another section — alternatively they can be kept to
contrast against,” says Lesley Hally.

“Generally properties that are constructed in the’60s,’70s and
’80s are good candidates for a makeover,” adds designer Tony Holt.
“The condition of the structure is normally good enough to be
retained and after the’50s concrete ground floor slabs were more
commonly used, so no suspended timber floors to deal with.”

“We are also working increasingly with detached 1970s homes,”
says Lesley Hally. “They tend to lend themselves to more open
plan interiors and larger areas of glazing, and can be quite inter-
esting in plan and elevation, i.e. for more unusual layouts where
the living accommodation is on the upper floor. The room sizes
are generally quite large but often the kitchens are small and give
us the opportunity to remodel the interiors, which will, in turn,
impact on the exterior. We have added some really interesting

Giving Homes a Facelift

1: White render and stone cladding under a new roof has given this
former dated home a contemporary makeover thanks to the vision
of architect Alastair Maclntyre; 2: A new tiled roof and replacement
timber windows give this 1930s Surrey home a much-needed
update, while side and rear extensions double the property’'s foot-
print; 3: Marley Eternit's Cedral weatherboard cladding looks like
timber but is in fact fibre cement, and offers a New England style
to this rundown 1950s house; 4: This 1950s home has benefitted
from an extension and remodel, being reclad in white render and
featuring new glazing for a contemporary facade; 5: From 1970s
bungalow to Modernist-inspired home — thanks to a two storey
rear extension with full-height glazing, a new flat roof and cladding

extensions to these properties, including cantilevered timber
extensions and single storey extensions with grass roofs. This age
of property really lends itself to modernisation.

“Houses from 70s with hanging tile in my opinion are perhaps
the easiest to makeover,”says Lesley Hally. “Externally it’s relatively
inexpensive and easy to change from hanging tile or PVCu to
timber cladding, and replace the windows and doors to modern
equivalents, ideally in darker shades to complement the wood.”

Extensions
An extension is often viewed as the simplest way of remodelling a
property, particularly if the extension is single storey. The latter are ~ »»



»#\ RainWater Harvesting
Limited |§

Gravity Feed
Rainwater Management System

WRAS approved systen The average cost of

| electricity is less than
Multi-Award w.mnrhh Rain Dlrect ! 1p per person per day
N |

Full after sale: aqdutech mcal
support

1

01733 405 111

YEOMAN RAINGUARD
RAINWATER SYSTEMS -
AN ALE ROUND SUCCESS

With over 40 years’
—— experience of supplying
e and fitting rainwater
‘ : systems we have a
product to suit your
unique requirements.

F""__,__ﬁ__, " YEOMAN

== T <« RAINGUARD

RAINWATER SYSTEMS

T: 0113 279 5854
www.rainguard.co.uk
E: sallyann@rainguard.co.uk




EXTERNAL MAKEOVERS A BEGINNER'S GUIDE

often specified as a solution to a lack of internal space or to add
an open plan element to the home such as a kitchen diner, and
in some cases can even be carried out without the need to apply
for planning permission (more on p.139). Two storey extensions
on the other hand, whether that be to the sides or rear of the
property, will sit at the more drastic end of the remodelling scale
and open up the opportunity to completely transform the look of
the property. Consideration as to how these additions will match
or contrast with the existing house is key.

Cladding

During an external makeover one of the elements you are likely
to change is the cladding. If the home was built between 1950
and 1980 (and for a lot of typical developer houses, right up to
the present day) then chances are the house is clad in brick. If
you're looking to keep the brickwork of a bungalow, for instance,
but are planning to add an additional storey and struggling to
find a matching brick for the new floor, then you could consider
cladding the new storey in render. In some areas this will be
typical of the local vernacular, so it pays to look around and see
what would fit in and also appease the local planners should you
require planning permission for the works.

If the existing cladding is dated or in poor condition then you
may wish to go down the route of recladding the whole exterior,
and will need to consider the material options available. Obvi-
ously choices are not only cost dependent, but should be carefully
considered to look aesthetically pleasing and match/contrast with
the existing house. Your choice of cladding material will also
depend on the style of the existing house.

“On our projects, timber is probably the most popular choice
of cladding,” explains Lesley Hally. “Cedar is cost-effective, is
popular due to being relatively knot-free and can offer reddish
tones if treated or can be left to weather to a silver grey. Larch
is a popular alternative which, while a little more expensive, is
more durable and offers a different texture.”

“For contemporary homes, render is a popular cladding option,”
says Tony Holt. “Fibre cement weatherboarding from the likes
of Marley Eternit is proving very popular too.”

For those looking for cladding materials to break up an elevation,
natural materials such as stone or slate can create an impressive
teature, while metal cladding such as copper or zinc can look
attractive, but tend to be far more expensive.

“Also, it should be noted that it is not just the material that is
important, but the use of the material — we tend to try to use
materials in playful and interesting ways to give a contemporary

teel,” explains Lesley Hally.

Roof Coverings

Many postwar houses were topped oft with poor-quality concrete
roof tiles which failed to add any kerb appeal to these bland, utili-
tarian homes. Changing the roofing for a material better suited
to the house design, and even the local vernacular, can be a great
way of transforming a house. Slates are an attractive option and
suit both contemporary and traditional-style properties. Prices
and quality vary, with Welsh slate being one of the more expensive
choices, and imported slates from countries such as Spain and
China being cheaper. Clay tiles are another option, although it’s

Ordinary to Extraordinary
Architect Penny Shankar trans-
formed her 1950s bungalow
(right) by adding a flat-roofed
timber-frame structure on top
and recladding the exterior in
vertical oak boarding and grey
render, creating a modernist
two storey home (above). New
windows have been effective in
updating the home's facade too

important to note that handmade tiles will be more expensive
than machine-made alternatives.

You may however wish to opt for man-made substitutes such as
replica slates or clay tiles and although some may argue that they
tail to achieve the same natural look, there are some better qual-
ity replicas now on the market that prove extremely convincing.

For something a little more contemporary, you may wish to
consider a zinc covering, popular with many top designers at
present. “If you are replacing the roof covering though you will
be required to upgrade the insulation levels to meet the Build-
ing Regulations,” warns Michael Holmes, Content Director of
Homebuilding { Renovating.

Windows and Doors
If you are keen to keep the external work to a minimum then tasks
such as repainting, repointing and replacing windows and doors
could make all the difference in boosting your home’s kerb appeal.
'The windows of a house make up a significant proportion of its
facade and so changing them to ones which are more in keeping
with the era of the home (i.e. replacing old PVCu windows with
aluminium or timber alternatives) can make all the difference.
Updating old windows to double or triple glazed will also boost
the thermal performance and soundproofing of your home too.
Timber windows are available in pretty much any style you
require and need not cost the earth if you choose softwood over
hardwood — just ensure they are primed and painted to avoid

SIMON MAXWELL

them warping or rotting. “Unless you have a period property or »»



- uK2015

know far omes are all about comfort, ai
', '.‘. . nothing more comfortable than theWarmth of Polypipe Underfloor Haa

&\%-Eﬂ“%ﬂm

For more information about Polypipe Underfloor Heating @} P°|ypi pe

please go to www.polypipeufh.com/couple where you can

browse the website or call 03333 052 111. UndterAoor #eaz‘mgz-

*Terrms and conditions apply.



BEN MORGAN

EXTERNAL MAKEOVERS A BEGINNER'S GUIDE

From London to Miami
This 1960s semi has been
remodelled by Inglis
Badrashi Loddo Architects.
A rear extension, new storey
with roof terrace and white
cladding add to the home's
new villa style, while large
glazed panels enable light to
enter this once dark home

Before

are going down the traditional route it is sometimes best to avoid
timber windows due to the maintenance,” says Tony Holt. “Most
people now seem to be going for powder-coated aluminium
windows, or composite if you have a healthier budget.” Likewise,
replacing an unfashionable front door with a design more suited
to the style of house will also alter the appearance of a building.

It is worth reviewing the orientation and size of your windows
and doors too. If you are extending the property you might want
to capture certain views and therefore wish to widen an existing
opening or create a new one. You may too wish to reposition
the front door. This will depend on the size, shape and style of
the house you are working with, as well as the area it is in, but
don’t feel restricted by what is already there. New windows and
doors will also be subject to Building Regulations approval, and
on properties in Conservation Areas or on listed buildings, may
well require planning consent.

Changing other external fixings such as rainwater goods can also
be a small step to making a big difference in your home’s appear-
ance, as designer Tony Holt points out: “When replacing rainwater
goods many people think that white plastic ones won't stand out.
What they forget is that these get dirty and need cleaning. Black
plastic rainwater goods on the other hand blend in better and
work well on traditional houses. For more modern properties go
with aluminium, and a box gutter with hidden brackets will offer
a slick look. Galvanised or coated steel options from companies

such as Lindab are very cost-effective and ofter great quality too.”
Yeoman Rainguard also offer gutters and downpipes in a wide
range of materials including copper, GRP (glassfibre reinforced
plastic), aluminium and cast iron.

Planning and Permitted Development

“It is possible to alter the external appearance of a house with-
out having to apply for planning permission by making use of
Permitted Development (PD) rights,” says Michael Holmes. “It
is always worth checking with your local authority, but on most
houses in England you can add a porch, demolish unwanted
parts, convert an attic or an integral garage, and subject to certain
design criteria you can even add a single or two storey extension
to the rear, and a single storey extension to the side, all without
needing planning permission.” All of these will however be subject
to restrictions, will depend on where you live (i.e.in a Conserva-
tion Area or listed building) and will depend on whether the PD
rights on the house have already been used up. It is always best
to consult with the local planners in the first instance to check
what you will and will not be allowed to do and this will help you
to avoid running into problems later on. For more on what can
and cannot be achieved without needing planning permission,
visit planningportal.gov.uk for a full list.

“If you are changing anything drastic, such as using materials
different from the existing, you will likely need planning,” says
Lesley Hally. “I would recommend talking to your local planning
department before starting any work and it is also a good idea to
seek pre-application advice. All councils should offer this service,
but may charge for it.”

Going On Site

Like with all building projects, it is worth making a note of what
you will likely require on site prior to works commencing. “If
you're going to re-render the entire house, you may need scaf-
tolding, which can be expensive. For less extensive makeovers
it’s often more cost-efficient to get separate companies in to do
the various work required,” explains Lesley Hally. “However, for
larger refurbishments having a main contractor to coordinate the
works is often the best route.”

“If you opt to use a builder on a fixed-price basis then it’s impor-
tant you use a contract,” says Tony Holt. “I would normally advise
for minor works to use the JCT Home Owner Contract, which
has two versions — one for the homeowner using a consultant
to oversee the works and the other for those project managing
this themselves. It really comes down to the experience of the
homeowner and how comfortable they feel with monitoring the
works and dealing with the builder direct.”

Consult the Experts

External makeovers will have a big impact on the overall appear-
ance of your house — meaning there’s no place to hide if it goes
wrong. So it’s important to consult a design professional to ensure
your project is a success both design-wise as well as with the plan-
ners. “An architect will be able to look at your home with fresh
eyes and bring ideas you may not have thought of. Their experience
can be invaluable in deciding the best approach to take before
commencing planning applications, etc.,” says Lesley Hally. @
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Bungalow Reborn

A new facade and second storey sees one bungalow realise its full potential

TONY HOLT

Tony Holt is an architectural
designer and chartered architectural
technologist specialising in

bespoke property design
(tonyholt-design.co.uk)

HB&R: Did the clients approach you

with a specific design brief in mind?

Tony: Yes, because the clients’budget was restricted, a replacement
dwelling was out of reach and therefore the design was restricted
to a remodel. To make this work we knew the majority of the
walls to the ground floor had to be retained, or rebuilt on the
existing foundations. Fortunately, the existing two bedroom
bungalow was structurally sound and checks were taken early in
the design process to confirm that the foundations were suitable
to take additional loadings of a new storey.

A contemporary palette of materials has been
used here. Why were these materials chosen?
Most of the materials were chosen for being low maintenance
— except the cedar cladding, which was used sparingly to create



warmth and texture against the acrylic white render, which gives
a fresh, contemporary feel. We continued the modern theme by
replacing the bungalow’s old glazing with aluminium windows
and doors, switched the rainwater goods for galvanised steel
replacements and the new roof has been relaid in man-made
fibre cement slate which is not only cheaper than natural slate
but also gives a more uniform look, and by choosing a lead roll
ridge there is a slicker finish — using a standard ridge tile would
have made the roof look bulky. The natural stone cladding was
the most expensive material but again this was used sparingly as
a feature where it would provide the most impact visually.

How did you achieve a new storey?

In order to provide the clients with additional space we knew a
second storey was the best option — we didn't actually extend the
ground floor at all. The whole top floor is new and was fabricated
in timber on site using carpenters. The principle structure was
tormed in post and beam supported on a steel grid at first floor
level. We chose to use the steel grid as the existing bungalow was
an irregular shape. But placing a rectangular steel grid on top
meant that the new roof would be kept simple, which would keep
costs down and solve the problem of the ground floor shape. The
new storey, which houses four bedrooms, is in fact larger than the
ground floor, and the steel grid allows for overhangs on certain
elevations which offers a more interesting exterior.

How has the glazing been considered here?

'The property benefits from a wrap-around garden and so on the
elevations breaking out to the garden we removed the walls and
replaced them with full-height glazing with modern aluminium
frames. Corner windows at ground level and on the new first floor
have been specifically placed to make the most of the different
aspects on site and to capture certain vistas.

Were there any issues with the planners?

At the last minute the planners tried to control the development
by requesting we utilise a hipped roof to reduce the mass and bulk
of the building. Negotiations took place and I explained that this
would dilute the architectural quality of the design and that the
site’s prominent location deserved something that had impact.
Luckily they agreed and we secured permission.

How have the external changes

impacted on the interior living spaces?

As a result of the new storey, the internal layout was opened up
and fenestration added to maximise natural light to enhance the
internal living environment. The existing bungalow was 118m?
with two bedrooms and separate living and kitchen areas. Thanks
to the project the home now achieves 260m? of accommodation
with open plan living more suited to modern life. @

A Home Transformed

From two-bed bungalow to a four bedroom home, this
property in Dorset has benefitted from a contemporary
makeover which has seen the dwelling double in size thanks
to a first floor extension and makeover. Modern glazing

and new cladding materials meanwhile allow for a more
exciting exterior, all under a new fibre cement slate roof
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Sensitive Remodel

A cramped and dated 1980s flat becomes a modern family home

LESLEY HALLY

Lesley Hally is the Principal
Architect at the practice

LA Hally Architect (lahally.com)

HB&R: Did the clients have a detailed brief

when they approached you about the project?

Lesley: The client, Rob Langley, is a property developer and owner

of Black Lion Gate Ltd. who specialise in turn-key developments,

and so he knew from the outset what he wanted to achieve here.
The existing property was a one bedroom flat which had

originally been designed for a couple or single person as a

fisherman’s retreat in Hamble-le-Rice, Hampshire, straddled

above three garages. Built in the 1980s, the flat was very dated and

was set in a row of six similar properties laid out in a communal
courtyard style, which sat alongside a larger housing estate of
similar ’80s properties. When Rob found this flat he knew that
he wanted to turn it into a three bedroom family home and,
considering it was originally a one-bed flat with garages below,
he was quite clever in his approach to transform the building.

The entrance has received a contemporary transformation.
Was this something the client was keen on?

During the design process we looked at creating a nicer, more
street-friendly way of entering the building as the previous
entrance to the flat was via a communal courtyard and involved
having to walk through a gate and garage/boat store up some
stairs. It wasn’t the most pleasant way of entering a home and
was very dark. We chose to reposition the front door and internal
staircase, and what was originally the old boat store has now been
infilled in order to create a habitable ground floor space with room
for a new guest bedroom with en suite. The front door was also

|t =




EXTERNAL MAKEOVERS CASE STUDY

changed for a contemporary timber replacement with a glazed
side panel and raised timber-clad surround to enhance the new
front access — this also hides the meter box for a sleek look.
Large opaque glazed panels adjacent to the back door also bring
in more light to the new habitable ground floor space.

We didn't want to make it look like a new building as it is
surrounded by ’80s properties and would have looked out of
place. Instead the aim was to incorporate the existing garage/
store, enhance the views through lowered cill heights and new
glazing, and create a greater street presence. It was important to
retain the characteristics of the building but adding materials
which would give it a contemporary feel. We wanted to create
the feeling of a family home and not a garage.

Glazing is important here — how did your ideas develop?
'The old high-level rooflights offered no views and so we chose to
remove these and lower the cill height in order to make the most
of the views towards the marina. We removed the old Juliette
balcony to the rear and replaced this with a set of French doors
under a new dormer to increase the internal head height, and
a glazed panel — as opposed to the old metal railings — offers
uninterrupted views. We added another dormer window to the
rear too. We were lucky that this was the only house in the row
that faced a dental practice to the front, which allowed us to argue
in the Design & Access Statement that as the practice included
no habitable rooms that we would be able to make changes to
the windows as well as include more contemporary glazing as
there would be no overlooking. Another set of French doors with
glazed panel was added to the front elevation to help break up
the facade and hints to the contemporary interiors within too.

How was the project received by the local planners?

'The planners were very accepting of the changes we were making
to the modernisation of the building — if anything they felt it was
an improvement. We had to appease them on certain areas such
as making some of the windows opaque for privacy reasons, but
otherwise they were happy. The only concerns really were from
the neighbours as we were working above occupied garages. The
planning process took about three and a half months as the plans
had to go to committee stage.
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Above: A Modernised Entrance

Showcasing how even small homes can benefit from an
external makeover, this former one-bed flat above three
garages has been transformed into a contemporary family
home thanks to a reconfigured ground floor and new
entrance to the front, with modern French doors above
allowing light into the remodelled open plan interiors

What steps were taken to ensure this was a sensitive remodel?
Luckily the property sits outside of the nearby Conservation
Area but given the other homes in the local area we didn’t want to
make this home look too separate from its neighbours. Externally
we modernised the rainwater goods, switched old rooflights for
modern, double-glazed dormer windows and French doors which
meet current Building Regulations standards, and we retained
the existing brickwork and first floor timber cladding too. Inside,
however, the property was stripped back to shell stage and work
started from scratch — it is now a modern family home. @
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Silicone Coloured Renders

An external wall insulation system is a thermally insulated, protective, decorative
cladding procedure involving the use of an insulating material and a render finish.
The most common insulating material is polystyrene, others such as mineral wool,
polyurethane foam of phenclic foam may be used. The render finish usually consists
of a reinforced basecoat followed by a decorative mineral or synthetic finish.

1, Subsiraia

2. Indalion

3. K Rond Mech

&, HF14 Bosecoot
&, Prirres TC

6. K Bonid Slicons TCIS fhin coot rmndor

The K Rend Silicone Thin Coat range is particularly suitable where lightweight render
systems are required, such as an external wall insulation system (illustrated right).

K Rend Silicone Thin Coal products are available in an extensive colour range using the
NCS System which helps customers visualise special colours for their project. NCS - Natural
Colour System is a logical colour notation system which builds on how humans see colour.

K Rend Silicone TG 15 render holds the prestigious BBA certification, assuring you that
vital product safety and performance reguirements are met.

Benefits of Using External Wall Insulation

* Reduces heating bills by reducing heat loss through walls

¢ [hermal efficiency of walls can be increased by up 1o 85%

* Help to save the environment by reducing carbon emissions (as you burn less fossil fuel)
¢ Reduce condensation (EWI raises temperature of internal walls)

¢ Prevent damp & mould: EWI seals buildings from the elements

¢ |mprove acoustics: hi-density insulation reduces sound transfer

EPRTOWAL
EREPLETIIN
TEATIMG
CERTIFICATION
[ZRTFCATE 15000

www.K-Rend.co.uk

Contact our Technical Support Centre: T: 028 2826 0766 E: Sales@K-Rend.co.uk
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Ideas Gallery

1 Hamilton Litestat has launched a new white plastic range of Y ey e e B N

wiring accessories aptly named Vogue™'. Neatly designed with

moulded bevelled edges and finished in cool-white, Hamilton’s
latest collection offers a modern take on an old favourite. The plates
have a slim profile and the screw cap covers give a sleek finish. From
USB Sockets to LED Dimmers and everything in between — it's the
NEW Vogue™! www.hamilton-litestat.com

been sold to hotels, specifiers, architects, house builders, and

supplied through electrical wholesalers and bathroom retailers.
The self-adhesive pads are slimline and easy to install, simply fix in po-
sition and wire in to the electrical system either through the lighting or
a separate switch. www.demista.co.uk

: 2 First launched 23 years ago, demista™ heated mirror pads have

An attractive detached house dating back to the 18th Century,

situated on the edge of this historic village of Hurley-on-

Thames is one of the latest properties in the UK to benefit from
a truly bespoke staircase from British Spirals & Castings; in fact not
just one staircase but four! All staircases were made from Solid Oak,
some featuring glass balustrades supplied by VISTA GLASS, and in-
corporated a variety of designs including straight, kited and spirals to
suit each installation area. www.britishsc.co.uk

current trend for neutral colour tones. The gorgeous grey Nuance
rdosia (pictured) looks stunning in a contemporary interior and is
enhanced with a stylish grooved panel design. With other colour tones
to choose from, plus matching glazed partners, you'll be impressed by
the superior fi nish and excellent value for money. www.jbkind.com

j JB Kind's new painted timber effect door range is perfect for the

Conservation™ box sash windows by Mumford & Wood have been

specified in the extensive and sympathetic refurbishment of a 260-

year old coastal property in South East England. Conservation™
timber windows and doors are manufactured entirely in Britain from
clear grade, engineered timber which won't twist, stick or warp. Bespoke
windows and doors by Mumford & Wood offer beautiful aesthetics com-
bined with excellent U-values that achieve ultimate levels of thermal and
acoustic performance and many are Secured by Design accredited.
www.mumfordwood.com

Osmo UK, the eco-friendly wood and finishes expert has

developed a finish to protect, maintain and restore exterior

furnishings. Providing innovative and durable protection all
year round, Osmo’s UV-Protection-Oil ensures a professional finish
that will enhance and protect wood for many years to come. The
range includes UV-Protection-Oil Clear, Cedar UV-Protection-Oil 6
and Oak UV-Protection-Oil. www.osmouk.com -

."‘:——.__ & —'—';
Cellular PVC Cladding from Swish Building Products is a low v 0 f
maintenance alternative to timber. It can be fitted horizontal, SMO
herring-bone or diagonal; some profiles can also be used verti- Uv-

. . . Protection-0il &
cally. Available in Shiplap, Open V, Tee Gee and FeatherEdge the pro- | o e «
files can be fitted quickly and are available in a variety of colours and Wy =

finishes, including the new Gale Grey. www.swishbp.co.uk

Duravit's new L-Cube furniture collection, designed by

Christian Werner, is defined by geometric lines with rectangular

and square furniture fronts. With over 30 different surfaces,
from high gloss finishes such as Jade or Apricot Pearl (shown) as well
as real wood fronts such as brushed dark oak, L-Cube offers a vast
number of different design combinations. www.duravit.co.uk
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FRONT DOORS FLOORING - STONE

FLOORS of STONE

B

oversized
. doors now

YEARS
IN THE
MAKING

2005-2015

01509 234000 - www.floorsofstone.com
Cotes Mill, Nottingham Road, Loughborough, LE12 5TL

KITCHENS WINDOWS & DOORS

Clifford Lewis

Bespoke Windows Doors & Curtain Walling

deVOL Kitchens 4

www.devolkitchens.co.uk - 01509 261000

Homebuilding
Show

EXCEL, LONDON | STAND
25-27 SEPT 2015 | Al113

www.cliffordlewis.co.uk

Telephone: 0161 £53 8300 Email; info@:

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk



WINDOWS

windows

High performance timber windows and doors for
warmth and security.

Created by combining highly efficient Planitherm double
glazing, quality modified timber (Accoya Wood) that is
stable, durable and guaranteed for 50 years against
decay, high security integral locking mechanism and

a low maintenance factory finished paint system in any
colour of your choice.

All of this, together with the traditional skills of our
craftsmen, provides lasting warmth and
security for you and your home. Showroom Now Open.

O161 456 0201

www.innovationwindows.co.uk
hello@innovationwindows.co.uk

TILES

MARLBOROUGH

MAKERS OF FINE ENGLISH TILES

o T
Call, visit our websi(e or your
local retailer to receive brochures

01672 515287/ 512422

www.marlboroughtiles.com

WALL & FLOOR TILES

FREE Wall & Floor brochures
Online Wall & Floor e-brochures

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

NEEDA
STRUCTU
ENGINEER

Find Engwnﬁi

FindanEngineer.com is a FREE service
provided by The Institution of Structural
Engineers to help you find a chartered
structural engineer in your area.

You can get legal advice on structural
problems, structural design surveys,
subsidence, planning applications,
alterations/extensions and much more.
Visit the site or call 020 7235 4535 for
b more details.

b . =

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

VAT REFUNDSER

Specialising in VAT REFUNDS for new builds
and conversions. Professional and helpful service
offered by self-builder and converter. Final fee
payable once funds received from HMRC.
J.M. Daniel Business Services Ltd
Contact Jayne Daniel Fcca on:

0161 763 5304 j.m.daniel@accamail.com

www.vatrepayments.co.uk

T

OAK BUILDING

OAK BEAMS

Ancient Oak Beams, Bricks,
Roof Tiles, Floorboards, etc.
Immense Stock

01483 200477
www.antiquebuildings.com
Antique Buildings Ltd, Dunsfold, Surrey

Developed,
m manufactured and ‘
E:’ = installed by ——Jeinen)
ROOF TILES
- "lq.n., _

 WILLOW Tiles

Our range of genuine handmade clay roof tiles and fittings have been developed
specifically to produce an aged effect. Traditional techniques and moulds guarantee
each tile is produced with natural finish and undulations necessary to add distinction
and character to your roof, be it restoration or new build.

Tel: 01580 236299 / 07809 847135 Email: willowtiles@webplus.net
www.willowtiles.co.uk

BUILDING SUPPLIES

1 o 0/ /m R H I N o The Woodyard,
Reedham Road,

o Acle, NR13 3DF

o F WWW.RHINOBDS.CO.UK 01493 751762

Local Trade & DIY merchant
ALL ORDERS

based in Acle
JUST QUOTE HBRO9
WHEN ORDERING

Ask about our new

HEDGEHOG )

e Eco Friendly Insulation

e Materials, great prices on
Hemp Rainwater Harvesters

* Wide range of bricks available
e Stonemarket Indian Stone

e Jumbo bags Ballast, Sand,
Type 1, Plum Slate

e Timber
e Artificial Grass
We are a local small business

GUTTER GUARD

JUMBO BAGS OF
SEASONED

FIREWOOD
Just £59.99 +VAT

BUILD COSTS

price my plans

Get an independent cost for your building project
NEW BUILDS * EXTENSIONS « CONVERSIONS

Also project management and builders quote analysis - Nationwide Service
0121 406 2301 or 07581 312121 pricemyplans@gmail.com pricemyplans.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk
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BLINDS & AWNINGS

LIND¢

UK MANUFACTURERS OF INNOVATIVE EXTERIOR BLINDS

PLANNING

ﬂ NextPhase Development

planning = development = design

%7 OFFER

/S £3,000*

Chartered Planning & Development Surveyors (i3 rics

Your one stop planning service. The planning process doesn't have to be a
hurdle. We specialise in producing architectural plans and gaining planning
permissions for the home, workplace and the project naticnwide.

For helpful, friendly advice designed to get the most

from your budget come and see us on Stand D180 at -
The Londen Homebuilding & Renovating Show
Excel, London, 25 - 2T September 2015.

*Excludes groundworks, bricks,
roofing, assembly, delivery & VAT

. g

Call 01543 571718 or email:
mail@nextphasedevelopment.co.uk
www.nextphasedevelopment.co.uk

The Barcombe - Offer expires 30/9

KITCHENS

Terence Ball Kitchens
A name You can trust

* High Quality Cabinets (Lifetime Guarantee)
* Bespoke Manufactured

* Over 250 Door Ranges

* Trade Discounts for Self Builders

* Installations Throughout the UK

INSULATION

wICYNENE

THE EYOLUTION OF ICLLATION =
The First Name in Spray Foam Insulation

N -4

ICYNENE open cell and closed cell spray
foam insulation products both insulate
and air seal homes in one step. Our spray
foam insulation is guaranteed to perform
as specified for the life of your home or

www terenceballkitchens.co.uk
sales@ terenceballkitchens.co.uk

0800 999 7155

CARAVANS

Worcestershire Caravan Sales

Used Static Caravans ideal for
forTemporary Accommodation.

Appliances Gas Safe Tested.
Delivery arranged. 01299 878872
Over 200 Caravans in stock.

www.worcestershirecaravansales.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

commercial building.

Tel: 01229 716039

Email: info@uksprayfoam.co.uk
www.uksprayfoam.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

MINI - SOIL « SURVEYS

A GROUND INVESTIGATION BEFORE YOU
START TO BUILD IS ESSENTIAL.
Nationwide cost effective ground investigations
for first time, one-off developers and
established house builders.

Tel: 0161 980 0044 info@minisoils.co.uk
www.minisoils.co.uk

&
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Did you know?

If you are building a new house, converting a
property or adding a glazed extension you will
require SAP thermal calculations to comply with
Part L of Building Regulations.

Contact Pebble Energy for expert guidance

SAP & EPC - Air-Testing - Water Calculations

Tel: 01892 506 940
www.pebble-energy.com

info@pebble-energy.com

. :
Oak frame garages ideal for self assembly
or by our expert team.

. Py W B Wl
A M LT -

® Over 480 designs in our Acorn Range
® Free planning drawings with every order
® Try our ‘Quick Quote’ on our website

alla

Oak Designs Co.

www.oakdesigns.org

T.01273 40041 |

BATHROOM & KITCHEN EXTRACTORS

.E ' : ; Anthracite
= : - |
=F Unique, Discreet, ¥
T Quiet! =
Toilet, Bathroom & >
Kitchen extract Silver
AIRFLOW 2\ "

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk



WORKTOPS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HARDWOOD WORKTOPS
& END GRAIN CHOPPING BLOCKS

BUILDING
CONTROL
www.bordercraft.co.uk Visit us online today for
Email: sales@bordercraft.co.uk more information at
TEL: 01981 550 251 www jhai.co.uk

BATHROOMS

What makes an Albion Bath unique?

Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

Request your brochure on 01255 831605
or go to: www.albionbathco.com

ALBION

Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

WINDOWS & DOORS

,-

PR TCN ™ Pty

marked Windows & Doors

Timber Fold & Slide ¢ Tilt & Slid
R”XF 0RD 2 L:Ifltl &S l‘Slige PatiolDi)orsl° Casellneent

Joinery Manufacturers & Woodturners ~Sliding Sash ¢ Tilt & Turn Windows

Our patio doors and windows are made to measure and feature:
Easy Maintenance * Dual Draught Seals * High Tech Specification
High Security * Expert Craftmanship * Ideal Fire Escape
T.01484 850892 E.info@croxfords.co.uk i Sl e,

New Street, Metham,

www.croxfords.co.uk Holmfirth, HD9 5NT

KIT HOMES

ZERO' CARBONTHOIVIESRCONSUIME
NO ENERGY ="NO" ENERGY B LIS

Images by OAKWOOD

Buildings like these are affordable because our efficient quick
build system means the cost of labour is reduced to half that
of a conventional build...

UHTAISSVID

CanaSip e e

For more information email us at sales@canasiphome.co.uk
with your details and we will be happy to assist you.
Alternatively you can phone our office on 01361 883917 or
ring Mike Sims on 0743 263 1743.

ARCHITECTURAL METALWORKS
&=

Dm Specialist Architectural
Metalworkers

Balustrades « Handrails « Canopies « Balconies
Toughened Glass - Staircases « Wrought Iron « Home Security

Buy online at diometonline.co.uk
T.0114 2439009 E. sales@diometonline.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk



-
[
—
o
e
P
9
<€
—
-

STAIR PARTS

OAK BUILDINGS

STAIR PARTS

Quality Stair Parts & Flooring

S
=&

« High Quality Staircase Components
« Any Timber or Design

« Solid Oak Stair Treads and Risers

* 22mm Engineered Oak Flooring

« Established 30 years

« Delivery across the UK

At UK Stair Parts, our aim is to supply you with not only the very best in
quality staircase components at the lowest price possible, but with a high
standard of customer service. The knowledge we have as a company and the
advice available is paramount to a successful outcome.

Tel: 01268 284000 www.ukstairparts.co.uk

WOOD PROTECTION

Sunscreen
fOr you@de@l

UV Protection Factor 12

Maintains the natural colour of the wood

and limits the greying process
o

> Prolongs wood lifetime
> Algae and fungal decay protection

> Transparent 425 Oak finish and
428 Cedar finish now available

E- osmof

| Oak UV- )
Protection-0il _

'b—t-imﬂl

| P "’Wi'h-u B

+44 (0)1296 481 220
WWW.0smouk.com
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Excludes gmundworks bncks

The Barcombe - Offer expires 30/9 muﬁng - sembl} dehver],.r & \FAT
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o ..= ,.,.- Rl
Oak frame garages 1deal for self assembly
or by our expert team.

® Over 480 designs in our Acorn Range
® Free planning drawings with every order
® Try our ‘Quick Quote’ on our website

alla
Oak Designs Co.

www.oakdesigns.org
T.01273 40041 |

RENEWABLES

¥
| acorn
Renewable Solutions
The Renewable Heat Experts

:ﬁ Biomass wood pellet boiler installations
# Ground source & air source heg

W WWW.acornrenewa bl esolutions.co.uk

o: 189 Main Street. Witchford. Ely. Cambridgeshire. CB6 2HP

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk



IRONMONGERY GARAGE DOORS TOOLS

et The Point Master Tool
Rl Repair frost damaged mortar - FAST !
Paving slabs V

Z joints in 25 seconds g

Brick Pointing- * \y

Tel: 01427 871467 _
Door & Window Furniture . '

www.phg-uk.com

FD033 7 | PN
gl 7(‘;‘; e tfe 77 Quality Installation Service Available

— D, Remote Controls, Trade & Retail up to10m?/hour »
Suppliers of: L
Hormann, rite, Carfeck, Garador,
Gliderol, Cadurl:o:lr, Cardale, Aluroll,
v & [Wessex, Silvelox, Rylerna _
R, Tel: 01691 670394 Easv to use Dﬂ]&STITEﬁEN
& L www.discount-garage-doors.co.uk y Sl IDE0 ONLINE! (g
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‘m » = c_ *Dispatched Same Day (Std p&pis £395) =
L e = 3 T Free postage on 2 or more tools ! <
) O 2 2 - Point Master (UK) Ltd. Oliver House Station Road.
i EQ' 3 Great Chesterford, Saffron Walden, Essex CE10 TNY.
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UNDERFLOOR HEATING

X
=
0
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F Unlimited

Cost effective solutions For Residential & Commercial Buildings

tion . Underfloor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Undeffloor Heati

Underfloor Heating Full Heat Recovery
Systems From es itie as: Ventilation Systems

From as little as:

Inc VAT + Delivery

loor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heating . Heat Recovery Ventilation . Insulation . Underfloor Heating . Heat Rg

PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTE

01636 639 901

PRICE VIATCH GUARANTEE!

OR For Competetive Quotes Email: Sales@bhfunlimited.co.uk

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED

SOCKETS & SWITCHES . FLOORING WOOD )

Harrogate Fln Ltd | *

Top Quality Hardwood Flooring Direct

Bl‘OmleighS : '.- www.JustWoodFlooring.com

: g : 2 Engineered wood flooring up to 300mm width
A?’Eyﬁﬂ??g less is a C(Jf??p.’”()?’?'? AT 5 Solid oak parquet - Professional installation

Harrogate Flooring Co. Ltd.

Poplar Road - Full Sutton Ind. Est. - Full Sutton
York - YO41 1HS - Tel: 01865 522910

Email: info@justwoodflooring.com

Web: www.justwoodflooring.com

T: 01208 79490
www.bromleighs.com

DOOR ACCESSORIES KIT HOMES

doorSthf.co.uh

slldlng door gear | pocket doors | frameless glass kits | folding systems | accessories

Product shown: Multifold 30
—

"w‘_\:_‘ *@v :- e
- < WTRUSTPILO
. & 0207 099 2822 Architecturally designed kit homes

10 Estuary Court, Broadmeadow Ind. Est, Teignmouth TQ14 9FA WWW'.hEbridethmES.CDm O | _q_ | 550 ?360

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk



ROOFLIGHTS

e info@rooflights.com t 01379 353 116

rooflights.com

the online rooflight shop.

Rooflights.com make and sell the highest quality
glass rooflights, in standard sizes, at online prices.

Q@%v

+ Fullinstallation guides

v Product guarantees

v Building regulations compliant
' Made in England

4  Next day delivery available

Order online at rooflights.com/hr

GLAZING
VISION

rooflights.com is a division of

CARAVANS

OFFERING THE SELF-BUILDER
NEW CHOICE

"‘ﬁl\l HIRE UK

ABERYSTWYTH

BUILDING YOUR OWN HOME?
WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO LIVE?

CARAVAN HIRE UK SPECIALISES IN THE HIRE
OF CARAVANS FOR TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
AT AN AFFORDABLE PRICE.

1, 2, and 3 BEDROOM LAYOUTS,

UTILITY ROOM OQOPTION.

NATIONWIDE SERVICE.

PHONE FOR INFORMATION PACK.
CARAVAN HIRE UK, ABERYSTWYTH
Tel: 01970 626920

CENTRAL VACUUM SYSTEMS

tb central vacuum system

* Different Units to Suit all Applications
» Wide Range of Heads and Accessories
* Good for Allergy Sufferers

* Creates a Healthier Home
* Free Planning and Technical Support

For more information contact

0123346 6 51107

richard@tbelectrical.org.uk
www.tbelectrical.org.uk

SIPS

Low Energy SIPs Design + Construction

@ Architect owned Scottish
company - covers the whaole UK

® Spacialists in 200mm PU SIPs

@ High insulation exceads passive
standard

@ Fixed price quotations for
Vs oot sl i

L] nd + wate [
perfect for uwu

& We can quate for SIPs shell for

your existing design

im@kindeace.plus.com

www.thermopa ssive.com 01349854590 07793961387

FIREPLACES
PINCKNEY GREEN
STONE | FIRE | WOOD

STAIRCASES

Va

Natural Stone Fireplaces

01179 3725535

www.pinckneygreen.co.uk

FLIGHT DESIGN

STAIRCASES | BALUSTRADE | ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

TEL: 020 8980 1000 | WWW.FLIGHTDESIGN.CO.UK

HEATING LIGHTING
agadon Btarscape
DESIGNER RADIATORS

Fibre Optic & LED nghtmg

We're enthusiastic about fibre i
optic lighting, and we're |
confident that once you've
seen the 70-plus case studies fill
on our website, you'll be i
eager to explore the
possibilities we can offer.
Whether it's simple domestic
star ceilings, intriguing bathroom lighting, classy home
cinema lighting or major commercial projects, we offer
advice, supply and installation.

E:info@starscape.co.uk T: 01289 332900
www.starscape.co.uk
Woodside, Berwick upon Tweed, Northumberland, TD15 2SY

We now bring you |
the very latest FAR
infrared-powered
designer radiators

SALE NOW ON!
Sale prices starting
from only £175.99

Standard, glass
and mirror option;

[eleBeaiy o

the unique loft conversion & flooring system LABG

Forget steel beams and cranes -
TeleBeam is the new way of converting
lofts in modern properties with roof
trusses. It is the first pre-fabricated
lightweight and adaptable system
which deals with a wide range of

roof spans and pitches. TeleBeams
have LABC Registered Systems

* Approval giving you peace of mind.

" www.telebeam.co.uk
01380 739000

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk
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Emperor Concealed

Innovative Bifold Doors

Homebuilding
&Renovating Show

EXCEL, LONDON | STAND
25-27 SEPT 2015 | G160

Flush Handles
Clean Lines
Invisible Patented Hinges

Price Online: duration.co.uk
Call Us: 01268 681612

DURATION
\VAVAINNI B | @B AVAVAS

Aluminium Trade Manufacturer Since 1985

GEORGIAN ROSEWOOD IS THE MARKET LEADER

Garador’s recently launched Rosewood timber effect Georgian Up & Over door is a
new top seller.

The precision engineered steel Georgian, with its crisp and elegant panel pressings,
is a hugely popular door. Following the launch of this door in new timber effect foil
coatings, it is now enjoying a dramatic surge in sales.

These doors offer all the benefits of a steel door but none of the maintenance
issues involved with timber doors,” said Garador’s managing director Simon
Hipgrave. “Our customers want durability, security and an attractive appearance.
The Georgian Rosewood delivers all three”

Offering outstanding engineering and functionality, excellent value for money, and
now with exciting new timber effect styling, it is no wonder that the Georgian is
becoming one of the main players in today’s modern garage door market.

Find out more about the Georgian timber effect foil coat door at
www.garador.co.uk. Call 10935 443706 for more information.

INFINITY
CREATIVITY THAT KNOWS NO BOUNDS

b

The NEW Infinity 780BF, a rear vented balanced flue,
highly efficient gas fire.

for more information please visit: www.charltonandjenrick.co.uk
0845 5195 991  sales@charltonandjenrick.co.uk

Charlton & Jenrick”

Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves



Pegasus Whirlpool Baths

Design your own bespoke whirlpool bath
online with the latest Technology, Fea-
tures and Performance from the UK's pre-
mier manufacturer. Bespoke positioning
of Pump, Jets, Controls, Chromotherapy
lighting, Glass "Touch Sensitive’ wall/bath
mounted control, 4th Generation total
draining ‘Silverline’ pipework — Not all
Whirlpool Baths are made the samel!

Tel: 01633 244555
www.pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk

KENNYS LIQUID SCREED

Kennys liquid screed is perfect for
under floor heating, it allows the screed
to totally encapsulate the heating pipe
leaving no voids around the pipes. Thus
giving a much better performance to
the heating system than a dry conven-
tional screed.

Tel: 01278 421168
Email: sgkliquidscreed@hotmail.co.uk

www.kenny-group.co.uk BJ K

Websters Insulation Sprayed P.U. Insulation and
P.U. Cavity Injection

Polyurethane sprayed foam for insula-
tion, roof stabilisation and the prevention
of condensation. Websters Insulation Ltd
recommends the Webtherm™ system,
suitable for new build, renovations and
barn conversions. For use on roofs and
walls, the Webtherm™ system provides an
exceptional alternative to dry lining non-
cavity walls and 'hard to treat’ cavities.

Tel: 01405 812682
www.webstersinsulation.com

SHAWS OF DARWEN RIBCHESTER 800

!‘.Ili. anm ' The Ribchester 800 is a double bowl
sink with central dividing wall featur-

| ing a distinctive fluted front. Shaws

| sinks can be used in traditional or

modern style properties and because

they are made in England, consumers

can be assured they are getting the

Best of British design, manufacture

and quality. ‘

Central Vacuum Cleaners

Comprehensive choice of vacuum
units ranging from compact units

' to twin motor commercial models.
Wide choice of accessories and hose
lengths. Simple and easy to install.
Free planning and technical support.
Next day delivery.
Tel: 01491 836 666
www.cvcdirect.co.uk

cvebirest,

Tel: 01254 775111

www.shawsofdarwen.com

Established company offering wide
range of HRV units and ducting im-
mediately available from stock. Choice
of several different heat recovery ven-
tilation units including high efficiency
Passivhaus certified units from Brink
Climate Systems. Stockists of the easy
to install HB+ radial ducting system.

Tel: 01491 836 666

www.cvcdirect.co.uk CVC Direct

et g

Get ahead of the weather with Stormdry

Delivering two major benefits in just
one convenient product, Stormdry Ma-
sonry Protection Cream from Safeguard
not only stops rain penetrating external
walls; but also boosts their thermal ef-
ficiency. Easily applied by either brush
or roller, Stormdry cures colourlessly to
the original finish of masonry in just 12
hours and just a single coat will protect
the substrate for up to 30 years.

www.stormdry.com {SAFEGUARD

Marley Eternit has launched a new
range of premium handmade clay
plain tiles to help create stand-out
roof designs for high quality housing
developments and sensitive refurbish-
ments. The Canterbury range provides
a genuine handmade appearance that
specifiers are looking for in today'’s
market.

Tel: 1283 722588 MMarleyEternlt

www.marleyeternit.co.uk

KINGSPAN TEK® BRINGS DUTCH COMFORT TO HAMPSHIRE

Building the home of their dreams was a
breeze for the Burdon family after they
used the Kingspan TEK® Building System to
form the walls and barrel roof of their new
« Dutch barn styled house. Clad in feath-

| eredged boarding, the New House was
designed in collaboration with Chartered
Surveyor Malcolm Hutchings and includes
four upstairs bedrooms and traditional fea-
tures such as a wood burning stove.

www.kingspantek.co.uk

New Makita 18v Lithium-ion cord-
less tools now feature the innovative
Brushless motor which substantially
enhances the performance and lon-
gevity of the tool by reducing friction
within the motor and thereby releas-
ing greater power from the engine.
The new tools include the DFS452
 screwdriver, DGA455/505 grinders

. and the DHS680 circular saw.

I'H!. !’; ! ! ! !l

www.makitauk.com

Patinated Brass Side Sectional Door by Rundum Meir

Rundum Meir specialise in high qual-

= ity, standard and custom made, exte-

! rior door systems that can be made
from a range of beautiful materials.

A recent project involved a bespoke
side sectional patinated brass door,
which was fitted to match the external
facade of a new build house in central
London.

=== Tel: 01512806626

www.rundumuk.co.uk

SIT BACKAND ENJOY THE VIEW WITH KINGSPAN OPTIM-R

The Kingspan OPTIM-R Balcony & Ter-
race System has been installed as part of
the refurbishment and expansion of a de-
-~ tached, four bedroom villa. Originally PIR
® insulation was specified for the balcony
floor. However, the product thickness
required to achieve the target U-value
would have necessitated either a step-up
between on to balcony, or ceiling heights
 to be reduced in the room below.
www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk/optim-r

To advertise on this page please call Helen Fox on 07951 286 986 or email h.fox@centaur.co.uk
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N heating

© Polypipe

WATER UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

A prowarm”

WATER UNDERFLOOR
HEATING

A prowarm”

ELECTRICUNDERFLOOR
HEATING

_]“ : -
® G
f“’”‘409 4362

INC VAT INC VAT

=] Vei’l//‘H'I i@ you need under one V0‘07C7 Discounts available when you buy online, enter this code at checkout: HBRDISCOUNT

as SEEN on TV... www.theunderfloorheatingstore.com
FREE next pay

call today and quote this Ad for discounts

C
Y 08456196949 B Drirvery
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heating \_<

affordable luxury for your
dream home!

ELECTRIC UNDERFLOOR HEATING WATER UNDERFLOOR HEATING SOLAR PV SYSTEMS THERMOSTATS
INSULATION BOARDS ADHESIVES & LEVELLERS AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS WET ROOM KITS

A prowarm”
WET ROOM INSTALLATION

<=

AIR SOURCE HEAT
PUMPS

INSTALLATION )

AR i
4 W 3 !
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¥ 9 199999 “””2299
INC VAT INC VAT INC VAT

Having successfully completed the assessment

process we are very pleased to be a Which? Homebuildin SEE US ON
Which') Trusted trader, our membership is 402349444, &Renovating Skow 5“9‘”“ STAND C165

r I I igh thi
Trusted i Although our standards are already high this 25-27 SEPT 2015 feel the warmth!

recognised qualification endorses the fact that our
level of service and professionalism is exceptional.

ExCel LONDON




S 1. SELLING BUILDING GUWDE

THE UK'S BE

menneel The brand new

Bib edition of the

- UK'’s best-selling
building book

Eleventh
Edition-=

s

|
|

What makes the
Housebuilder’s Bible
such a unique resource?

PROJECT MANAGEMENT E—

What exactly 1s involved? How do
your go about reclaiming VAT? Should
you wark with a general builder

or just use subcontractors! What
insurance doyou-need! What is-a O
warranty! Find out whether you are
cut out to be a project manager.

SUPERSTRUCTURE

How is a house actually built? What
are the pros and cons of using a
factory-built home? What are the
best types of insulation for each e
situation? What are the comparative
costs of brickwork v timber; or slates
v tiles, or roof trusses v traditional
carpentry.

GROUNDWORKS

Detalled look at the challenges facing
you when you "open up the ground”.
How to spot a difficult site? What are [}
the problems you rieed to overcorme!
How much will it all cost?

GREEN ISSUES

Just howe much should you “spend

to save!" Is triple glazing worth it?
And just how far do you go with
insulation and arrtightness! How does
Fassivhaus differ from the Code for
Sustainable Homes?

Come and visit our bookshop at www.subscribetoday.co.uk



UPFRONT (p.13)

Indigenous Bathroom Collection..............
........................................... indigenous.co.uk
J. Rotherham........c..cccc....... 01430 861047
Duravit ..o duravit.co.uk
Merlyn Showering.........cccocoeeveeviiecccee
................................. merlynshowering.com
Crown Imperial......crown-imperial.co.uk
Dean Forge......ccoocevevieen. 01364 643574
AGA agaliving.com
Dimplex ......ccocveevieiicieeen dimplex.co.uk
PATIO DOORS (r.78)

Westgate Joinery................ 01273 814555
The Aluminium Sliding Door &

Window Co.....aluminiumslidingdw.co.uk
Velfac .o velfac.co.uk
Centor.....cociii centor.com
SolarluX......coceeiiiiiiicie solarlux.co.uk
Origin Global................ origin-global.com
Express Bi-folding Doors..........cccccoevennnee
..................................... expressbifolds.co.uk
Kloeber ... kloeber.co.uk
VUfOLd o vufold.co.uk
Quickslide ........cccccooeveee. quickslide.co.uk
Aluminium Trade Frames..........ccccoceeerenen.
............................................... 0161 653 8900
Town and Country ............ 020 7091 0621
Byng Joinery ..o, 01527 876348
Climadoor......cccoceen. climadoor.co.uk
ID Systems ......ccocoeeiiinnee idsystems.co.uk
ecoHaus Internorm ...
............................... ecohausinternorm.com
Arbor Bifold .................. arborwinsys.co.uk
1Q GLlass ..o 01494 722880
INTERIOR GLAZING (r.97)
Innovation Windows.......... 0161 456 0501
HWL Windows ............ hwlwindows.co.uk
Everest ... 0800 010 123
Livingwood .....livingwoodwindows.co.uk
Pilkington Glass ......c..c....... pilkington.com
Interior Glaze ............... interiorglaze.co.uk
Anglian Homes Improvements .................
.............................................. 0800 988 9398
JBKIiNd...oooeiie 01283 554197
Todd DOOrs....cccooeveianne 0800 633 5050
Lomax+Wood .......cccceoene 01277 353857
Mumford & Wood................. 01621 818155
Marvin Architectural ........ 020 8569 8222
JELD-WEN ..o 0845 122 2890
Ideal Combi.....ccccoeinee. idealcombi.com
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CLADDING (p.118)

Silva Timber.........c........... silvatimber.co.uk
Russwood .........ccccoeienn. russwood.co.uk
JUB e 0845 688 9866
KRend .....c.ooooveiiiiiieiee k-rend.co.uk
Marley Eternit............. marleyeternit.co.uk
IDStOCK ..o ibstock.com
JEWSON .o, jewson.co.uk
Hanson Building Products ...........c..cc.......
................................................ 0330 123 1017
HoppiNgs. ... hoppings.co.uk
SOLUTIONS FOR SOLAR (r.122)

Tesla Powerwall.........ccocooovviiiiiiiiien
........ teslamotors.com/en_GB/powerwall
ImmerSUN ..........cooenen immersun.co.uk
Sonnenbatterie .......... sonnenbattery.com
Save Energy ......... saveenergygroup.co.uk

EXTERNAL MAKEOVERS (p.133)

Lindab ......ccoooveiiciiicee, lindab.com/uk
Yeoman Rainguard........... rainguard.co.uk
Wienerberger ............. wienerberger.co.uk
Welsh Slate ... welshslate.com
Marley Eternit............. marleyeternit.co.uk
Greys Artstone.................... 01484 666400
Sahtas.....ccoovveveeiiicce sahtas.co.uk
VelfaC .o, 01223 897100
Roof Right........ccccoeiiiiie. 01672 871207
Capvond......cccoeoveieiieees 0141 876 9000
VIO .ot vieoroof.com
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Indefinable quality

For expert advice and installation of all Schueco systems:

Bi-Fold Doors
Sliding Doors
Conservatories
Winter Gardens

Curtain-walling
Structural Glazing
Windows

Glass Sky Lights

BI-FOLD DOOR
FACTORY

0800 999 5575
0330 999 5575

info@bifolddoorfactory.co.uk
www.bifolddoorfactory.co.uk

A\ / 4

SCHUCO



Next Month

On sale 27 August 2015

10 REASONS TO PICK IT UP:

» The Modern British Home — Special Issue
» How to Get Contemporary Design Right
= Living Room Inspiration

= Passivhaus Explained

= Planning Refusal? How to Deal With It

» How to Choose a Package Supplier

» Reducing Energy Use in Old Homes

» Modern Self-build on a Budget

» Beating the Builders’ Merchant

= Repointing Brickwork

EXTENSIONS | SELF- BUILDS | RENOVATIONS | COMVERSIONS

lé-lll_‘gmebntélldng

The Modern
Brﬁlsh Home

# Self-builds, Extensions s & Remodels
» Contemporary Design Ma cterClass
» What Dot the Fiture Holdy

Britain’s

Besr-Selfin
Self: fmn"r/
Magazine
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ARCHE'ECTS'
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HALF-PRICE

SUMMER

EXTENSIONS | SELF-BUILDS | RENOVATIONS | CONVERSIONS

Homebuilding

&Renovatln
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o [hspira tmn for External Makbovers:
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HOW TO SUBSCRIBE

- VISIT HOMEBUILDING.CO.UK/SEPTEMBER15
@ CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTIONS TEAM ON 01527 834435

OFFICE HOURS: 9-5PM MON-THURS, 9-4.30PM FRI

SUBSCRIBE TODAY — JUST £26.10 FOR 12 ISSUES
PLUS, YOU WILL RECEIVE:

m Essential expert advice for your home, saving you £1,000s

m FREE tickets to all Homebuilding & Renovating Shows — worth £192*
m FREE UK delivery

*FREE SHOW TICKETS FOR THE DURATION OF THE SUBSCRIPTION ONLY




HUDSON ARCHITECTS

MY BIG IDEA NO. 6

AN
5

roar
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Smart Daylighting

Architect John Nortcliffe shares one of his practice’s favourite design tricks

buildings, such as barns, for contemporary

ne of the challenges of converting agricultural ‘
residential use is daylighting. These buildings

were initially built with
few, if any, windows as
their primary function
was for storage or sheltering livestock. But
modern domestic living demands plenti-
ful natural light to create well-lit internal
spaces, to reduce the need for artificial
lighting and keep energy costs down.
Our preferred way of introducing day-
light while preserving the agricultural
character of an original building, is through
concealed rooflights — an innovative so-
lution to this tricky design challenge.

Architect John Nortcliffe is an associate
of award-winning practice Hudson
Architects (hudsonarchitects.co.uk)

Homebuilding & Renovating | 162

In certain circumstances, the planners may not want any new
roof glazing to be visible from the ground, and so you have to
be creative in your approach — as was the case with one of our

projects, Feering Bury Farm Barn (above),
where we removed the existing roof and
placed a series of large polycarbonate
rooflights beneath a new roof surface of
expanded steel mesh. The openings with-
in the mesh are orientated towards the sky
and allow light from above to flood the
interior with daylight. From the ground,
however, these openings are completely
invisible and the roof reads as a solid, un-
interrupted surface, keeping the industrial
character — which the planners were keen
to retain — intact. @
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Discover the
flexibility of
your |oft space.

You'll be amazed
at the possibllities.

Econoloft is one of the country’s most respected

loft conversion companies and as a family business

established for over 40 years, it is considered by

many as the loft conversion authority.

For a FREE no obligation brochure
or home visit, tel: 0800 269765 or

email: sales@econoloft.co.uk

Please quote reference: ‘HB09/15’
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Homebuilding
&Renovating Show
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kloeber

in fimber oduminiom ¥ composite
Kloeber’s advanced glazing solutions are available in bespoke or set sizes,
with exceptional insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance

finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range
with solutions for all self builders and home improvers.

folding sliding doors windows

sliding doors shaped glazed screens
french doors entrance doors

single doors roof lights

TR Kloeber’s timber bifold doors and FunkyFront entrance doors

are Secured by Design.

Cifcoa| Polin Satarty laitising

Visit our showrooms in Londor, Combridgeshire
ond BucKirghamshire, see website for details

info@kloeber.co.uk

01 487 740044 www.kloeber.co.uk




