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Cavity Wax proven no. 1 in university test

See how Dynax-S50 compares to the competition after 2048 hours in hot salt spray chamber
(Al panels right hand sides were solvent cleaned after testing to remove coating and reveal the condition of the steel.)

The most destructive and corrosive conditions
threatening the long-term survival of your vehicle
occur deep within its cavities, voids and hidden
panels. For example; sills, chassis rails and door
bottoms are always the first areas to succumb

to the ravages of rust, and slowly but surely any
steel bodied vehicle left untreated will

literally disintegrate.

The conditions inside vehicle cavities are
extremely hostile - normal paints and coatings
applied to their interiors are quickly destroyed
and they also fail to penetrate the vulnerable
seams and spot-weld joints used to fix the steel
sections together.

Wax injected into cavities after construction
provides increased protection, but it must be
designed for the purpose. Key features to be
provided in any good cavity waxes are; high
penetration, flexibility, resistance to temperature
extremes, moisture displacement and high anti-
corrosion protection.

Not all cavity waxes are equal...

You can see in the pictures to the right from
Hertfordshire University’s properly conducted
trial, how Dynax-S50 dramatically outperforms

well-known brands in aggressive salt spray trials.

For the full copy of this test, email us at
sales@bilthamber.com and we’ll be happy to
email it to you.

Highly polar corrosion inhibitors increase
Dynax-S50°’s performance. They’ll happily attach
themselves to pre-corroded steel, killing the
corrosion and providing long-term protection to
your car for many years to come.

So whether you want to protect the new panels,
repair sections on your classic or preserve the
original structure of your old or modern car,
you will not beat the superior performance

of Dynax-S50.

DYNAX-S50

Easy DIY application

Previously the DIY method of wax injection was
at best hit or miss. It used to be extremely messy
and a job to dread.

Supplied in a giant high pressure 750ml aerosol,
complete with a 2 foot long injection lance,
Dynax-S50 turns wax injection into a quick and
easy, no hassle job, with results that will match
professional injection equipment at a fraction

of the cost. Dynax-S50 can be purchased in 5ltr
containers too, for those with existing injection
equipment.

Competitor - 1

Dynax-S50 is completely compatible with other
cavity waxes and will form its highly anti-
corrosive film when applied to other

wax coatings.

“The relative performance of each
product in this test, is as follows;
1. Bilt Hamber dynax-S50°...

University of

Hertfordshre

Try Dynax-S50 absolutely risk free
We provide a full, no questions asked,
money back guarantee with every
product we manufacture.

So try Dynax-S50 and if you're 1
not completely delighted by the
unbeatable cavity protection you will
obtain, please call us and we’ll refund
you in full.
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Buy 4 or more Dynax-S50 750ml Aerosol cans for £13.25
each, saving 12%

You will also receive two free 60cm injection lances.
Buy 6 and receive 3 free injection lances, plus free shipping.
Available now on our website or by phone.

Also available in 5ltr jerrycan for £45.95 {

To order online, go to bilthamber.com, select ‘anti
corrosion’ from the top bar, select ‘view options’
below Dynax-S50 and input quantity.

Carriage £5.95 on orders of less than £60

=

BILT &

HAMBER

LABORATORI

|
Competitor - 5

DYNAX-S50
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01277 658899

For further products, visit our website

www.bilthamber.com




ractor

& MACHINERY

ISSN 2050-1552
Tractor & Machinery
Kelsey Media, 5 Yalding Hill,
Downs Court, Yalding, ME18 6AL

EDITORIAL
Editor: Scott Lambert
Tel: 01959 541444 E-mail: tm.ed@kelsey.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENT SALES
Talk Media Sales
01732 445325
info@talkmediasales.co.uk
Ad Production Manager: Nick Bond
Tel: 01732 445325
E-mail: production@talkmediasales.co.uk

MANAGEMENT
Chief Operating Officer: Phil Weeden
Publishing Director: Steve Kendall

Chief Executive: Steve Wright

Retail Director: Steve Brown
Audience Development
Manager: Andy Cotton

Events Manager: Kat Chappell

Print Production Manager: Georgina Harris
Print Production Controller: Kelly Orriss

Subscription Marketing
Manager: Gill Lambert

CONTACT US
UK subscription and back issue orderline:
01959 543747
Overseas subscription orderline:
0044 (0) 1959 543 747
Toll free USA subscription orderline:
1-888-777-0275
UK customer service team: 01959 543 747
Customer service email address:
https://help.kelsey.co.uk/support/solutions
Customer service and
subscription postal address:
Tractor & Machinery Customer Service Team
Kelsey Media, 5 Yalding Hill,
Downs Court, Yalding, ME18 6AL

WEBSITE
Find current subscription offers and buy
back issues at shop.kelsey.co.uk/TMA

ALREADY A SUBSCRIBER?
Manage your subscription online at
shop.kelsey.co.uk/myaccount

DISTRIBUTION IN GREAT BRITAIN
Marketforce (Great Britain) Ltd
3rd Floor, 161 Marsh Wall, London, E14 9AP
Tel: 0330 390 6555

DISTRIBUTION IN NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE REPUBLIC OF IRELAND
Newspread Tel: +353 23 886 3850

PRINTING
Precision Colour Printing,
Halesfield 1, Telford TF7 4QQ

Kelsey Media 2021 © all rights reserved. Kelsey Media is a
trading name of Kelsey Publishing Ltd. Reproduction in whole
orin part is forbidden except with permission in writing from

the publishers. Note to contributors: articles submitted for

consideration by the editor must be the original work of the author
and not previously published. Where photographs are included,
which are not the property of the contributor, permission to
reproduce them must have been obtained from the owner of the
copyright. The editor cannot guarantee a personal response to all
letters and emails received. The views expressed in the magazine
are not necessarily those of the Editor or the Publisher. Kelsey
Publishing Ltd. accepts no liability for products and services
offered by third parties.
Kelsey Media takes your personal data very seriously.
For more information of our privacy policy, please visit https://
www.kelsey.co.uk/privacy-policy/. If at any point you have any
queries regarding Kelsey’s data policy you can email our Data
Protection Officer at dpo@kelsey.co.uk.

KELSEY

www.kelsey.co.uk

. Our AS 6.5-tonne trailer is
g ready for a new home.

COMie

ello and welcome to the

December issue of Tractor &

Machinery. As much as I hate

to open on a negative note, |

am going to take this

opportunity to warn you all
that a fraudster has been posing as a Kelsey
Publishing employee, and ‘selling’ bogus
advertising space in Tractor & Machinery, and
possibly other titles, too.

A Ford & Fordson Tractors magazine reader,
who had been selling a tractor in the free
classified section, was called and offered a
deal for £6.50, that would see his tractor
re-advertised in T&M, for greater exposure.

The caller seemed knowledgeable and
credible. He convinced the reader to reveal
the bank details he needed to access their
account. The following morning the reader
discovered that a significant sum of money
had been taken from the account.

The police have been informed and
investigations are ongoing, but in the
meantime we would like to reassure readers
that Kelsey Publishing will never contact
customers regarding an upgrade to a free,
classified advert.

Readers should be on their guard for new
cases of this sort, and must never reveal any

ULTIMATE MASSEY®

bank details to strangers on the telephone,
or e-mail.

On to something less upsetting now and
by the time you're reading this the Newark
Vintage Tractor & Heritage Show will have
taken place. It seems so long since we’ve
been able to enjoy an event like this and
should you have attended as an exhibitor or
visitor, I hope you enjoyed it. We’ll have a
tull report in the next issue.

On the home front, there’s been a
departure. Our 1986 AS 6.5-tonne dropside
trailer has headed to a new home and has
left a nice-sized hole, ready to fill!

The reality is that, long term, something
similar will take its place, but in the short
term there will be a tractor slotting in to fill
the gap. Yes, the long-running ‘Project X’
saga is edging a step closer to reality, but
there are still a few loose ends to tie up.
Nothing is ever straightforward, but with
space tight and funds even tighter —
something had to go!

Until next time, all the best.

(et andH

Scott Lambert, Editor: tm.ed@kelsey.co.uk

#Z=4 SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Main cover image: An MF 135 at a silage eventim Fethard,
Co. Tipperary. Photo: James Connolly.

Never miss an issue
and save money!

Turn to page 22 or visit the website:
shop.kelsey.co.uk/TMGIFT

(#) www.facehook.com/TractorAndMachinery ) www.instagram.com/tractor_machinery_mag (&) www.twitter.com/TractorWorld
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9 HERITAGE ON SHOW

Jonathan Whitlam travels to the West
Country to admire some lesser-spotted
classic tractors.

16 WIN BRITAINS MODELS
Britains has been producing farm toys for
100 years and to celebrate we have three
prize bundles to give away!

18 FIRESTONE TYRES

In the first of a two-part series, Bernard
Holloway looks back at the early years of
Firestone tyres and learns that Mr. Firestone
had some influential friends.

A TRACTOR & MACHINERY December 2021

25 TRIPLE TRIANGLE VALUE
Massey Ferguson models from the 1960s,
*70s and ’80s are considered to be some
of the most reliable tractors of their
generation, but which should you buy? We
take a look.

 ON THE COVER |
34 RAISING THE STAKES

A Bradford-built International is a common
sight, but not so the Hi-Clear variants. What
sets them apart?

39 DROPSIDE TRAILERS

Some of the popular, UK-built models from
the golden era of dropside trailers are
showcased.

44 FEELING THE FORCE

The second part of our celebration of Ford’s
Series 10 focusses on Force Il - arguably

the best-looking range of tractors ever
produced by the company.

51 CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE

Festive gift ideas for the tractor fan in your
life. We have potential presents to suit all
budgets too.

|ON THE COVER
55 A ZEST FOR TRACTORS

Henry Shannon’s Nuffield 4/65 may not be
completely original, but it’s only had a few
slight tweaks to make it more usable. Willie
Carson finds out more.

www.tractormagazine.co.uk



6 NEWS

What’s going on in the world of vintage,
classic and modern machinery.

22 SUBSCRIBE

Have your copies of your favourite
magazine delivered, enabling you to stay
safe and save money!

32 INBOX
Your e-mails and letters continue to
entertain and educate.

54 JUNIOR
More artwork from Tractor & Machinery’s
talented younger readers.

www.tractormagazine.co.uk
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60 OUT & ABOUT
Our continued round-up of events from
recent months.

85 TRACTOR MART
Auction news and a crop of classified ads.

99 NEXT ISSUE
Here’s what you can expect from the January
2022 issue, on sale Friday 17 December.

129 THE LAST WORD
Peter Love’s take on the world of machinery
preservation.

130 READERS’ GALLERY
Photos of your loved ones are displayed for
others to enjoy.

T - -.‘..1', !
g VI St e g
v ‘-'-1.'-..'.'._' L [

SUBSCRIBE

Never miss an

issue and save
money!
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! WORKSHOP

68 MF 35X
A leaking crankshaft seal needs replacing
and there’s a brand-new hedge cutter to fit.

73 MF 17 TRAILER REBUILD
This project reaches a temporary conclusion
- but look out for its return next year!

76 EXPERTS’ ADVICE
Your practical questions are answered by
our experts.

79 780 RESCUE

Separating the elements that constitute the
front axle proves to be more trouble than
anticipated.
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GOTASTORY?
THENWRITETOTHEEDITOR:

Scott Lambert, Kelsey Publishing Ltd,

The Granary, Downs Court, Yalding Hil, Yalding,
KentMETB 6AL

EMAIL: tm.ed@kelsey.co.uk

T&M to your door!
Why not get T&M delivered to your
door? A subscription is safe, convenient
and saves money. The current offer
entitles subscribers to 13 issues for
just £45.65, with a 2022 calendar
and beanie hat absolutely free.

To subscribe, visit the website
(shop.kelsey.co.uk/TMGIFT) or call
01959 543747 and quote ‘TMGIFT'.

Glenluce run

Glenluce Vintage Tractors held

its annual August road run, with
proceeds going to charity, writes Ken
McKie. Funds raised amounted to
£1,773.55, which was presented to
Kate Barclay - local representative
for Cancer Research UK.

The committee members organised
the road run, with 61 tractors
participating, and the chairman
would like to thank the entrants,
donors and all that helped to make
the event a success.

A cheque was presented to Cancer Research UK.

Obituaries
It is with deep regret that we report the
passing of Mervin Prosser of Powys (see
page 129), Ken Smyth of Co. Limerick,
John Mann of Cambridgeshire, John
Simpson of Lincolnshire and Roger
Desborough of Suffolk.

A full appreciation of these stalwarts
of the scene will follow in the next issue
of Tractor & Machinery.
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TotY 2022

fter a long wait, Tractor of

the Year 2022, the second

edition sponsored by BKT,

has come to an end,

rewarding the most
innovative and cutting-edge tractors on
the market.

The winners for the four categories in
the competition were:

Tractor of the Year 2022: John Deere
with the 7R 350 AutoPowr

Best Utility 2022: John Deere with the
6120M AutoPowr

Best of Specialised 2022: Reform with
the Metrac H7S pro

Sustainable TOTY 2022: New Holland
with the T6.180 Methane Power

A complex selection saw the 26 judges
of the Tractor of the Year jury engaged
in studying, observing and testing the
most innovative and high-performance
tractors and machines on the market.
Jury members are experts from trade
magazines from all over Europe, who
selected the finalists that took part in
the award ceremony.

The judges had the difficult task of
identifying the most cutting-edge
technologies and solutions on the
market, opening a window onto the
tuture of agricultural mechanisation. A
future which increasingly sees the
tractor and its equipment at the centre

Lucia Salmaso and Fabio Zammaretti at the
award ceremony at the EIMA fair in Bologna.

within Agriculture 4.0 and as a
fundamental means to streamline and
optimise work in the field.

BKT decided to embrace the mission
of Tractor of the Year by sponsoring the
award until 2024. “We are really proud
to be able to support this prestigious
award for the second year,” explained
Lucia Salmaso, CEO of BKT Europe
during the awards ceremony. “We are
convinced that the Tractor of the Year is
a splendid showcase to enhance and
emphasise innovation in agricultural
mechanisation and therefore in
agriculture itself.

“This is why we will continue to strive
to support this event, which for us is
synonymous with the future,
sustainability and technology. I offer my
warmest congratulations for their
excellent work to the winners of the four
categories John Deere, Reform, New

of the industry as a key instrument

Fundraiser
ORGANISERS OF THE MENTAL
health fundraiser, Run1000, are
looking to set a new record in
January 2022, when the initiative
will return for the battle of the
nations across the UK and, for
the first time, New Zealand.

Launched in 2021 by founder
Sheena Horner, who started
running again in lockdown for the
first time in 20 years, the campaign
was joined by more than 1,200
participants that walked or ran
during the month of January.
Each step counted towards their
country’s collective miles, raising
£51,545 for charity.

With teams this year from
Scotland, England, Wales, Ireland
and New Zealand, the team
captains are not only competing

Holland.”

to be crowned winners, but also
to raise more money for their
chosen charities - RSABI, DPJ
Foundation, Embrace Farm,
YANA, Farmstrong New Zealand,
Farming Community Network, The
Gamekeepers Welfare Trust and
Vetlife.

Sheena explains why Run1000
iS so important: “Rural mental
health affects us all but we don’t
always realise it, nor appreciate
that we are not alone. In rural
areas many of us are working in
isolation or live in remote areas
that can result in little contact
with the outside world. | wanted
to create a community that could
support each other, regardless of
where they are based, whilst
having a little fun and raising
money for charity.

“With the pandemic impacting
S0 many charities and their ability
to organise events or fundraisers,
we are hoping to get more people
involved than ever this year and
give something back to the
organisations that support so
many in their time of need.”

The competition is open to all,
whether or not you have been
affected by mental health and
costs just £20 to participate,
with the money divided equally
between the charities.

Individuals can take part by
registering via the fundraising
platform Enthuse, kindly donated
by RSABI, and selecting the team
they would like to join. All activity
is recorded via Strava, ensuring
every step is counted.

To take part, visit: run1000.org

www.tractormagazine.co.uk



Hydrogen

CB is investing £100 million on a
project to produce super-efficient

hydrogen engines, the company has
announced. A team of 100 engineers

is already working on the exciting
development with the recruitment of up to
50 more engineers underway, as JCB targets
the end of 2022 for the first machines to be
available for sale to customers.
The wraps have already come off a
prototype hydrogen-powered JCB backhoe

loader and a second JCB machine - a Loadall
telescopic handler — was unveiled at a central

London event attended by Prime Minister

Boris Johnson. JCB is world market leader for
both backhoe loaders and telescopic handlers.

JCB'’s hydrogen technology was also on
show in the Green Zone at COP26 in
Glasgow, as world leaders debated measures
to drastically reduce greenhouse emissions.
JCB'’s emergence as a leader in zero-emission

hydrogen technology comes as governments
around the world unveil strategies to develop

the infrastructure needed to support the use
of hydrogen to drive down CO, emissions.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “Great

British manufacturers like JCB are developing

innovative solutions to slash greenhouse
emissions and advance the UK’s green
industrial revolution. It was fantastic to see

injection
JCB’s super-efficient hydrogen engines,
which could overhaul UK manufacturing,
help us to rapidly reach our climate targets
and ramp up the UK’s hydrogen economy -
an exciting area that will be essential to
tackling climate change, creating new jobs
and attracting investment.”

JCB Chairman Lord Bamford said: “Our
sort of machinery will need to be powered by
something other than fossil fuels. We make
machines which are powered by diesel so we
have to find a solution and we are doing
something about it now. We are investing in
hydrogen as we don't see electric being the
all-round solution, particularly not for our
industry because it can only be used to power
smaller machines.

“It does mean we will carry on making
engines, but they will be super-efficient,
affordable, high-tech hydrogen motors with
zero CO, emissions, which can be brought to
market quickly using our existing supply
base. These will be our industry’s first
hydrogen engines, developed in Great Britain
by British engineers. Hydrogen motors have
the potential to help the UK reach
CO, emissions targets more quickly.”

JCB has manufactured engines since 2004,

and this year it will celebrate a major milestone:

the production of its 750,000th engine.

A day to remember for Unimog dealer

stablished and prospective
Mercedes-Benz Unimog
customers joined staff from
the only UK dealer that’s fully
dedicated to the iconic

four-wheel drive machine, in a

memorable double celebration.

South Cave Tractors, of Brough, East
Yorkshire, has been selling and
supporting Unimogs for 50 years, while
Mercedes-Benz Trucks is currently
marking the legendary vehicle’s 75th
anniversary.

The dealer presented a comprehensive
line-up of Unimogs in many different
specifications, including evocative classic
models from years gone by. There were
opportunities to put a pair of vehicles
through their hugely impressive paces on
an adjacent field, and learn how to
operate an array of mowers, cranes and
hitches.

When the founder retired 15 years ago,
it was Tony Levitt that took up the reins.

www.tractormagazine.co.uk

“I jokingly asked Simon if he’d sell me the
business,” recalled Tony. “I had no
intention of going through with it at the
time, but he agreed and that’s what we
ended up doing.”

Under the stewardship of Tony and his
wife and co-Director Tracey, South Cave
Tractors has gone from strength to
strength. It is now one of the world’s
leading specialist Mercedes-Benz Unimog
dealers, and serves customers nationwide.

Attractions included live demonstrations and
‘ride ’n’ drive’ opportunities.

Fish ‘n’ Chip run

On Wednesday 12 October, the Fish
‘n’ Chip Tractor Run took place,
organised by Jonathan Playfoot and
Trevor Charman.

The event, part of Hastings week,
took place in fine weather, which
encouraged people to look over the
15 tractors and one Series 1 Land
Rover. Working lights was a must for
the drive home at 8.30pm!

Money raised and was split between
Rural Past Times and Hastings Week.

ScotGrass returns
ScotGrass is set to return to Crichton
Royal Farm at Dumfries, in 2022, by
kind permission of SRUC.
The event, which is being held
on Wednesday 18 May 2022, gives
livestock farmers and grassland
contractors the opportunity to see the
latest grass conservation methods
and machinery in action in field-scale
plots on a commercial dairy farm.
Visitors will also have the chance to
talk to industry experts on technical
subjects affecting the livestock
industry and those supplying products
and services into the livestock sector.
Kayleigh Holden, event organiser,
explained: “The AEA is extremely
pleased to be back at Crichton
Royal Farm, which was also used
for the 2019 event. The site in
Dumfries offers excellent facilities
for manufacturers to showcase their
machinery to potential customers
and visitors alike and we would like
to thank SRUC for hosting the 2022
event.”
Along with the launch of the
event, ScotGrass now has a new
website (scotgrass.co.uk) and is
also supporting a new look and logo,
reflecting the interactive event format
which includes a central exhibitor’'s
hub, surrounded by individual
company demonstration plots and a
working clamp demonstration arena.
ScotGrass is a triennial event which
is organised by the AEA on behalf of
industry exhibitors.
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Engine Fix UK

UK Precision Engine Components for
Vintage, Classic & Modern Tractors & Machinery
Tractor, Digger & Commercial Spare Parts, Equipment & Accessories

For the Busy Seasons ahead....

Case, Cummins, David Brown,
Ferguson, Ford, Fordson, IH ,JCB,
John Deere, Leyland, Massey Ferguson,

Perkins, Nuffield and Shibaura
Engine Rebuild Kits, Pistons, Rings,
Liners, Bearings, Bushes, Gaskets, Seals,
Valve Train, Con Rods, Fuel/Oil/Water

Pumps & much more

Please note new contact details and address

Tel: 01606 882621 .- 0121 502 0101

Email: poweralleurope @gmail.com or neale.astbury @psep.co.uk

www.poweralleurope.com or
wWww.power-source-engine-parts.co.uk
www.enginefixuk.com

Freshfield, Cassia Green, Marton, Winsford, Cheshire CW7 2PZ
8:00 am -18:00 pm Monday-Friday/ 9:00 am -12:30 pm Saturdays

bl b giageal. bl -}

All Major Cards Accepted

Love Lane indusirial Estate,
Shropshire

Bishop's Castle,
SYD 50w

G. BRYAN JONES LTD

Tel 01588 638647 /538638

™ Anniversary

DEUTZ J‘\ FAHR

G BRYAN JONES LTD
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS
OF SAME TRACTORS

1972—2022

All Prices Inclusive of VAT
OEM names & numbers are Shown for reference purposes only

DAVID BROWN CASE SPARES

We specialise soley in DB, Case, and carry a comprehensive
range of spares and assemblies either new, used or reconditioned.
Service exchange units available including Hydradshift Gearboxes,
Hydraulic Control Valves, Engine Oil Pumps, Steering Rams, Short
Engines etc., etc. We also specialise in Hydrashift Gearbox repairs.

All units are run up and tested in our Hydrashift test bed.

All major Credit and Debit Cards welcomed

BARCLEY WILLIAMS

For further enquiries or advice please contact
Stuart Edwards or Barcley Williams on 01386 833694
Fax: 01386 830469 Wes: www.barcleywilliams.co.uk

Next Day Nationwide Delivery
Serving the Nation with 45 years of David Brown experience

)

AGRICULTURAL

07989 946784
tytoagri@gmail.com

EXCLUSIVITY MADE PANELS TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS EXCLUSIVELY AT TYTO AGRICULTURAL

www.tytoagricultural.co.uk




SAME DEUTZ-FAHR

Heritage on show
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Jonathan Whitlam travels to
Devon to admire some classic
machinery.

t is not often that I travel nearly 400

miles to a ploughing match.

Sometimes, though, it just has to be

done and that was most certainly the

case on 11 September when the

Bradworthy & District Ploughing
Association held its annual ploughing
match and working day at Coombe, near
Monkleigh, in Devon.

The land for the show was kindly
loaned by the Beer family and the three
main fields used were all on a steep
bank, which certainly provided the

This superb Deutz F4L514 belongs to Paul Stanbury and won the
award for best theme tractor at the event.

www.tractormagazine.co.uk

ploughmen with a challenge - the hard
ground conditions only recently
moistened by a spell of light rain that
added to the fun of the occasion.

This event has become well known in
recent years for its themed tractor
section, which has produced some
superb line-ups of various tractor
manufacturers’ products and this
occasion was no different, as the
exhibitors did not disappoint when it
came to the display of SAME Deutz-Fahr
family tractors, the large turnout of
which took prime position on top of the
steep hillside that overlooked the
working plots.

This Italian-owned tractor brand is
usually abbreviated these days to SDF,

i"‘-m_;;,,;._
J ..'I__I ”_' o L, -
P A I T G
sl SR T

but the history of these machines
actually belongs to no less than five
famous tractor marques and much of
that history was on show that day.

DEUTZFAHR

The marque with the longest heritage
when it comes to tractor production is
Deutz of Germany, which can trace its
first tractor to 1894 — although this was
produced by an affiliate company in
North America. The company’s first
German-produced tractor was in 1907, so
it was still the earliest of those that
would later come under the SDF
umbrella.

Deutz started life as an engine builder
and soon began producing complete »
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The DX85 is powered by an 85hp, five-cylinder, air-cooled Deutz

engine and this one was supplied new to a farm in Coldridge, Devon.

Decemher 2021 TRACTOR & MACHINERY 9



SAME DEUTZ-FAHR

vehicles, especially farm tractors, using
its unique form of air-cooled, diesel-
powered engines. The firm merged to
become part of a larger enterprise known
as KHD in 1938, the initials standing for
the participating firms of Klockner,
Humboldt and Deutz.

In 1927, the 14hp Deutz MTH 222
tractor was the first diesel-powered
example produced by the firm and this
now became the fuel of choice. Air-
cooled diesel engines arrived in 1942, in
the shape of the Deutz F11.514 tractor.

By the early 1950s a range of tractors
was being produced, including the 60hp
F4L 515, which was fitted with a
seven-speed gearbox and was represented
at this event by Paul Stanbury’s restored
example. This tractor looks more like a
six-cylinder model than a four-pot
machine, due to its elegant and
impressive styling.

The smaller D-30, which was another
tractor exhibited at Monkleigh by Paul
Stanbury, was a 28hp machine with
eight-speed transmission and was one of
the models offered for sale in Britain
from 1961.

KHD then became part owner of
fellow German tractor and farm
implement builder Fahr, in 1968. Fahr
built its first tractor back in 1939, and
eventually the two agricultural
specialists were merged in 1970 with the
Deutz-Fahr name appearing on tractors,
combines and other machinery from
1981.

Deutz-Fahr was actually one of the
first European tractor manufacturers to

become what the Americans called a
‘full-liner’, offering both tractors,
combines and implements — in this case
predominantly hay and silage
equipment.

Watveare Overseas became the UK
distributor of the green tractors in 1974,
which coincided with the introduction
of the new Deutz 06 tractors which were
a big success for the company in Britain,
including both two- and four-wheel
drive models with both four- and
six-cylinder engines. A nice example of
this range, a two-wheel drive D 6206,
was towing a trailer around the site for
visitors to utilise.

Deutz had been producing tool carriers
for some time when it introduced a new
concept called the Intrac 2003, in 1972.
Later, the Intrac 2004 was introduced
and Paul Stanbury had one of these at
the event, too. The tractor is powered by
an air-cooled 70hp Deutz diesel, driving
through a 12-speed transmission.

Deutz had great success with its new
DX range from 1979 and several
examples of this type, both the original
and later models, were part of the display
in Devon. These tractors had a very
angular design and new, more spacious
cabs, plus new Deutz four-, five-, six- and
later eight-cylinder, air-cooled diesel
engines.

From 1981 these tractors were badged
as Deutz-Fahr and continued to be
produced in updated forms. An early
addition, seen at the show in the form of
a Deutz DX140, was the Powermatic
change-on-the-move transmission.

KHD had an interesting sojourn into
the USA in 1985 when it bought the
Allis-Chalmers company and began
producing air-cooled, Deutz-powered
tractors for the North American market
under the Deutz-Allis brand name and
with a mixture of American and German
styling. This came to an end in 1990
when AGCO bought the firm from KHD.

The DX Commander series was a
major update introduced in 1989 and
was soon followed by the new AgroStar
DX4 and DX6 ranges in 1990 that
featured a new, flat-floor cab with more
glass area, as well as 48-speed
transmissions.

Deutz-Fahr was also a pioneer of the
sloping bonnet design, with the
derivatives of the AgroStar and new
AgroXtra ranges launched in 1991
featuring increased visibility thanks to
the steeply sloping bonnet design. A trio
of these tractors were at the show,
including one still carrying its front- and
rear-mounted spraying Kit.

In 1995, Italian tractor maker SAME
purchased Deutz-Fahr from KHD,
eventually forming the new SDF
company and the following year the first
all-new Deutz tractors for some time
arrived in the shape of the Agrotron
range: a very futuristic, sloping bonnet
design with an all-new cab. This would
set the style for the brand in the future,
with models up to 260hp, and also saw
the changeover to liquid-cooled engines,
rather than air-cooled units.

Several Agrotron tractors, as well as the
later and newest members of the




Deutz-Fahr range, were at the show,
including the distinctive, black-painted
Warrior models.

SAME

SAME qualifies for the place of second
oldest in this family, as the first Cassani
tractor appeared in 1927, although SAME
itself was not formed until 1942 and the
first SAME-badged tractor appeared in
1948 - setting new standards in terms of
design and features, such as four-wheel
drive.

The company was started by Francesco
Cassani, who had built those earlier
tractors, with the acronym signifying
Societa Accomandita Motori Endotermici.

The 1952 DA25DT was not only a
four-wheel drive machine, but also the
first SAME with an air-cooled diesel
engine. Both two- and four-wheel drive
models followed and the subsequent
machines became larger and more
sophisticated. It took until 1964 before
British farmers got to try out a SAME and
by this time the Leone and Centauro
models were the most popular.

More models arrived from 1969
onwards, when Bamlett of Thirsk
became the sole importer, and by the
mid-1970s tractors ranged from the 56hp
Minitauro 60 up to the 126hp Buffalo.
The styling of these tractors, particularly
the cabs, was shared with both
Lamborghini and then Hiirlimann, as
these two firms were taken over by SAME.

The six-cylinder Laser models were
launched in 1983 with new cabs and
features and soon became popular, as did
the Explorer range, later becoming the
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With its front-mounted cab, the Deutz-Fahr Intrac concept was all about forward visibility
with front-mounted implements and the ability to carry loads behind the cab, as well as on
the rear linkage. These unusual-looking machines were made in both two- and four-wheel
drive formats, with Paul Stanbury’s being of the latter type. The 1979, 70hp Intrac 2004
was used in Somerset for harvesting willow, but had been laid up for some time before Paul

bought it and restored it in 2020.

improved Explorer II in 1988, several
examples of which were seen in Devon.
Examples of the Silver range were also
present, these tractors first appearing in
1994 and being amongst the most
popular SAME types here in the UK. The
larger SAME tractors, such as the Rubin
of 1998, took many features from the
Deutz-Fahr range following SAME
buying the German manufacturer. Most
evident was the use of the same cab
across the different marques, which was
derived from that used on the Agrotron.
An example of the current SAME
range, a Virtus 140, was displayed on the

Blakewell Services Ltd. stand at the show.

HURLIMANN

Another member of the SDF family,
Hiirlimann, was actually based in
Switzerland and produced its first tractor
in 1929, just two years after the Cassani.
Hiirlimann was another brand that soon
favoured diesel power and the resultant
tractors were very distinctive and
powerful looking. They soon garnered a
reputation throughout Europe for build
quality and performance.

Founded by Hans
Hiirlimann, based >
near Zurich,
Hiirlimann tractors
evolved over »



Say hello to the AgroStar 6.81! It’s an 185hp monster, powered by a Deutz seven-litre, six-cylinder engine and fitted with either an 18- or

27-speed transmission.

time to include a whole range of models,
the D Series being introduced in 1946,
and a rare example of this range was
exhibited at the show by Nigel
Jenkinson.

The high-quality machines being
produced by the firm led to financial
difficulties and in 1975 SAME purchased
Hiirlimann and eventually moved
production out of Switzerland and over
to Italy. Despite the acquisition,
Hiirlimann remains as a separate brand
to this day within the fold of SDF.

A new light green colour was used for
the first brand-new Hiirlimann tractors
to be launched following the takeover by
SAME, and stretched from the H-480 up
to the mighty H-6160, followed by
further models over the years. Most
Hiirlimann tractors continued to be

powered by Swiss-built Hiirlimann
engines during this time and in 1980 the
brand began to be sold in Britain for the
first time.

1985 saw a redesign of the range and it
became more closely related to the other
SAME and Lamborghini models,
although always as a more premium
product.

Following a change to silver
paintwork, the distribution of this brand
became rather sporadic in the UK after
1998 and more recently the brand has
reverted back to green.

LAMBORGHINI

The last of this family of tractor builders
to start production was Lamborghini,
which produced its first tractor in 1948.
Diesel was again the favoured source of

power and from small beginnings the
Lamborghini tractor began to become
more well known throughout Europe.

Ferruccio Lamborghini was the
driving force behind the tractors that
bore his name and soon he was
producing small crawlers as well as
wheeled tractors. Usually painted orange,
a white colour scheme had been adopted
by the time the business was sold to
SAME in 1972, due to its owner
concentrating more on high-
performance sports cars.

The brand now flourished alongside
the SAME line, sharing many
components, such as cabs, but retaining
its unique style and individuality.

The mid-1970s saw the introduction of
the Lamborghini ‘Blue Line’ models to
British farmers, initially with tractors

This SAME Explorer took part in the ploughing competition and led
owner and driver Bernard Allin to take home the award for best
ploughing by an SDF tractor at the event.
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Colin Martin’s fresh-looking SAME 90 Explorer Il. The Explorer
models proved very successful for the company and this version was

powered by a 90hp, turbocharged four-cylinder engine.
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SAME DEUTZ-FAHR

from 38-105Shp imported by Maulden
Engineering of Bedfordshire.

Two 754 tractors of this period were at
Monkleigh, still being used on local
farms to this day.

In 1979, following the 1975 purchase
of Hiirlimann, the SLH company was
founded as the trade name for the new
group, the letters denoting the three
constituent members, and from then on
all three would share numerous
components.

Larger Lamborghini models followed
from 1980, including the imposing
135hp 1356DT and 155hp 1556DT, plus
five-cylinder models such as the 92hp
955DT. Most were four-wheel drive, but
two-wheel drive was also an option on
the smaller tractors. Most had air-cooled
engines up to this point, but the two
large new models introduced water
cooling.

Crawlers were still an important
feature of the Lamborghini range and an
excellent example was at the show on
the Blakewell Services Ltd. stand, which
also proudly displayed a brand-new
Lamborghini Strike model.

Lamborghini tractors continued to
mirror the SAME and Hiirlimann models
and this was also the case when the
Racing 190 arrived in 1992, bringing a
high level of electronic control to the
range, including an electronically-
controlled, full powershift transmission.
Jim Hedges was working his 190 on the
ploughing plots and was getting a great
deal of attention from visitors. This
tractor was also produced as the SAME
Titan 190 and the Hirlimann Master
H-6190.

The colour changed to silver for a time
in the late 1990s and into the 2000s but
has recently returned to the familiar
white livery. Lamborghini tractors are
not sold in large numbers in the UK
today and even Jeremy Clarkson had to
import his R8 model from Germany!

DEVON DEALERS

Although the SAME and Deutz-Fahr
brands have always been well supported
by dealers in Britain, the Lamborghini
and Hiurlimann ranges have been rather
patchy in coverage. Nevertheless, this
part of Devon was once well served by
several dealers specialising in one or
more of these brands.

Easterbrook & Tanton were based at
nearby Barnstaple and sold the three
SLH products of SAME, Lamborghini
and Hiurlimann tractors for many years,

www.tractormagazine.co.uk

The Swiss Hiirlimann brand was also represented in Devon. This H-360 was sold new in
1981 by dealer Easterbrook & Tanton to J Martin, from Exbourne, who still owns the tractor.

while Bernard Hancock was a dealer for
Lamborghini tractors, also near
Barnstaple.

F W Yelland, from Northlew near
Okehampton, was a Deutz dealer until
the mid-1980s, with dealer G K Alford
taking over the Deutz-Fahr flag from its
base at Hatherleigh. During its time with
the brand, the dealer acquired a small
vintage Deutz F1L514 single-cylinder
tractor and used it to promote the new
tractors on its stand at shows and events
around the area.

When the business ceased trading in
the early 1990s, a local farmer bought
the little Deutz, keeping it in the area,
and it actually made a reappearance at
the ploughing match, once again
standing next to its much newer
descendants on the stand of current
Deutz-Fahr dealer MSW Engineering.

The Deutz-Fahr brand was still
represented from Hatherleigh after the G
K Alford era thanks to Devtrac and this
was followed by current SLH specialist
Blakewell Services Ltd. from 2007 which,
as well as selling new Deutz-Fahr
tractors, also looks after many SLH
products still at work in the locality.

MSW Engineering is the newest
Deutz-Fahr dealer in the region and with
the two firms keen to sell the green
tractors, the brand seems to have an
assured future here in north-west Devon.

SELLING THEBRAND

Themed event organiser James Poole had
talked to Richard Tanton about his 40
years of SDF before the event. Richard
started his career with Berry’s, a David
Brown dealer, and then spent 12 months
selling Universal tractors with Bernard

Hancock before setting up on his own
with business partner Dave Easterbrook,
to form Easterbrook & Tanton, taking on
the Hiirlimann franchise in 1980.

The Hirlimann company had recently
been acquired by SAME, although at this
point was still quite independent and the
tractors were imported into the UK by a
separate company from its new parent:

J Bridgeman of Newbury.

Easterbrook & Tanton demonstrated
these tractors and soon made a success of
them. Richard says: “They were a very
well-made tractor with an excellent
four-wheel drive axle. They used a centre
drive axle, which gave a much better
turning circle than the rather more
cumbersome side-drive units that were
then commonplace.”

At the ploughing match, Blakewell
Services Ltd. had a Hiirlimann H-360 on
its stand, which was actually sold new by
Richard to a Mr ] Martin from Exbourne,
who bought it at the Devon County
Show in 1981 and still owns it today,
with 5,400 hours on the clock.

As time passed, the distribution
network for Hiirlimann was taken over
by SAME and this saw a gradual move to
sell more of the red tractors. By this time
the two tractor brands shared much
more in common anyway and so the
dealership started to sell many more
SAME tractors, resulting in the last
Hiirlimann being sold in 1986.

Although it may be in poor condition
today, after a lifetime of hard work, the
last new Hiirlimann sold by the
dealership, once again an H-480, was
in the main theme tractor line-up and
belongs to Roger Easterbrook. In the five
years that the company sold »
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SAME DEUTZ-FAHR

A slightly larger Hiirlimann; this H-480 is fitted with the same cab as contemporary SAME
and Lamborghini tractors and is powered by an 82hp SAME 4.6-litre, four-cylinder engine.

Hiirlimann tractors, it sold around 30
units, while in later years the peak for
SAME tractor sales hit 25 units a year.

“With the new Explorer tractors,
introduced in 1984,” says Richard,
“SAME had a true four-wheel drive
braking system with wet brakes fitted
inside the front hubs that, in my
opinion, hasn’t been bettered to this
day.”

SAME tractors were certainly well
endowed when it came to features and
the launch of the Explorer II tractors saw
the transmission become a 60 forward
and 60 reverse unit, plus it was one of
the first manufacturers to have a 40kph
top speed. Although, to be fair, the same
features were also rolled out on the
Lamborghini and Hirlimann models too
- they were simply not as well
represented as the SAME product.
Farmers bought the SAME tractors and
contractors did too. A popular option
was the reverse drive feature, often used
to run a Reco Mengele SH40 reverse-
drive forage harvester.

In 1989, in a move that was to
foreshadow future events, Easterbrook &
Tanton took on the Deutz-Fahr franchise
alongside SAME, running with both
brands into the 1990s. Richard left the
firm and started his own business in
2001, trading as Blakewell Services Ltd.,
which acquired the SDF franchise in
2006 and once again Richard found
himself as a SAME Deutz-Fahr dealer, but
now with the two brands under the same
ownership!

Today Richard is supported by his son,
two daughters and son-in-law across two
depots and in the process has become
the area’s largest SDF dealer.
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BESTTRACTORS

Prizes were awarded in the early
afternoon for the best themed tractor
entry, as well as six runners up, the
judging being done by an SDF area
representative plus the CEO of SDF UK,
Graham Barnwell.

This saw Paul Stanbury win several
prizes, including the top spot for his
superbly restored Deutz F4L.514.
Obviously a Deutz fan, he also won three
runners-up prizes for his little D30 and a
stunning DX85, as well as his unique
Intrac 2004 - all restored to a very high
standard.

The other three runners up were Nigel
Jenkinson with his 1940s’ Hiirlimann in
lovely original condition, which had
developed a fault just before the show
and so spent the day on a trailer, this not
distracting from its typical Swiss styling
one bit.
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Colin Martin also won a prize for his
fine example of a SAME Explorer 90 and
Jim Hedges also won for his
Lamborghini Racing 190, which he used
with a plough, the distinctive growl of its
liquid-cooled, six-cylinder motor being
heard all around the site as he powered
up the steep field.

Of course, the whole event was based
on the ploughing match, which saw
many local competitors in several classes
featuring Fordson, Ferguson, David
Brown and International Harvester
tractors and ploughs. The best ploughing
award for the themed tractors was won
by Bernard Allin with his SAME Explorer
and four-furrow conventional plough.

Perhaps the most memorable sight of
the day had to be all those SDF family
tractors lined up together, making a very
unusual sight in this country. It was
great that so many of these tractors are
still being used locally, many on the
same farms to which they were bought
new, and they are a real tribute to the
quality of these German-, Swiss- and
Italian-built machines, even if the tin
worm had got to a few of them, most
being used on livestock farms in this
part of the world!

For me though, the highlight had to
be Jim Hedges powering his Lamborghini
Racing 190 up the furrow. That sight,
and particularly the sound, will remain
with me for some time to come!

I would like to extend my thanks to
the organisers and participants of the
event for making such a fine spectacle
and, in particular, I would like to thank
James Poole, Edward Brown and Richard
Tanton for their help in preparing this
article.

A1), M W

Jim Hedges powering up the hill with his Lamborghini Racing 190 and Dowdeswell
reversible. This tractor was the largest produced at the time and was powered by a
turbocharged six-cylinder, six-litre engine of 189hp. The transmission was a full powershift,
27-speed unit that was also sold for use in large Renault tractors for a time.
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INTERIORS LTD PRODUCTS TO MATCH THE QUALITY OF OUR SERVICE
% DELIVERING QUALITY CAB PARTS
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Maxxum & Maxxum Pro
9

DAVID BROWN

Series
0 & 94 Series Sekura Deluxe Cab

Cab Parts Interiors Ltd
offer a large and
varied range of trim

products produced

MC1 Cab
MF 100 Sirocco Series

from original patterns. o

ACOUSTIC MATERIALS
INTERIOR TRIM SHEETS
RUBBER MATTING

GLAZING RUBBER

DOOR & WINDOW HANDLES
MISCELLANEOUS FITTINGS

We can produce trim
panels from original

patterns - please call VYV o OOV

e B B for details. = = = =_=_ =__

A wide range of

. . acoustic sound proofing Y v > 9

materials, matting and
ey A interior trim panels are

— shown in the brochure. . =
MOULDED FLOOR MATS - SEE OUR FULL RANGE ONLINE

S w5 w2 £

Case IH Maxxum & Maxxum Pro Case IH XL 4 CYL Case IH XL 6 CYL DB 90 & 94 Serie DB 90 & 94 Series
Ford WWQ Cab Transmission Mat MF 550 MF 565 MF 575 590 595 MF 600 Series

ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Tel: 01873 811631 ¢ E-mail: sales@cabpartsinteriors.co.uk * Web: www.cabpartsinteriors.co.uk




COMPETITION

Win Britains models

Tocelebrate 100 years of Britains farm models, we're offering you a chance to win one of three prize bundles.

or the second time this year,
we've teamed up with Britains
to offer three prize bundles
featuring new releases and
special models to celebrate the
company’s centenary.

There’s a fantastic mix of vintage,
classic and modern machinery
represented in this competition package,
with the prizes as follows:

FIRST PRIZE: Fordson Major (Britains10oth
anniversary limited edition), Valtra T254 70th
anniversary (limited edition), JCB Union Jack
AgriPro Loadall (limited edition), John Deere
4020 (with dual rear wheels), Ford 6600 and
a weathered David Brown 1210

SECOND PRIZE: Fordson Major
(Britains 100th anniversary limited edition),

John Deere 4020 (with dual rear wheels) and
a weathered David Brown 1210

THIRD PRIZE: Fordson Major
(Britains 100th anniversary limited edition)

The three winners will be drawn at
random, with the first name drawn
receiving the first prize package, and so
on. Britains has generously offered these
prizes for this competition and to have
your name in the draw, you are advised
to move fast!

See the red box to the right for entry
details, but if you'd like the chance to
win — why not enter today?

For further details on the ever-
expanding range of Britains farm
models, please visit the company’s
website: britainsfarmtoys.co.uk

F A

BRITAINS
100 YEARS

TO ENTER

To be in with a chance of winning a Britains prize
package, simply visit the Heritage Machines
website (www.heritagemachines.com), follow the
links and answer this question by Thursday 20
January 2022:

Q: HOW MANY YEARS HAS BRITAINS BEEN
PRODUCING FARM MODELS?

A: 50
B: 100
C: 150

Terms & conditions: Entries close on 20/01/2022. The winners will be notified within seven days. The draw is final and no correspondence will be entered into. Entry is free. Open to residents of the UK aged over 18.

Employees of Kelsey Publishing and their family members are not eligible to win. Only one entry permitted per person, no bulk entries will be accepted. The first three entries drawn after the closing date will win. There is no cash alternative and the
prize is not transferable. If any prize or product is lost or damaged during the course of delivery to the recipient, Kelsey Publishing will provide reasonable assistance in seeking to resolve the problem. However, it will not always be possible to
obtain replacements for lost or damaged goods, and in that event, no financial compensation would be payable by Kelsey Publishing or their affiliates. We reserve the right to cancel the competition, if circumstances change that are beyond our

control. You can view our full Privacy Policy at kelsey.co.uk/privacy-policy
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LEDBURY

H. J. Pugh & Co. 01531 631122

www.hjpugh.com

HAZLE MEADOWS AUCTION CENTRE, LEDBURY HRS8 2LP
Only 4 miles junction 2 M50
The final part of the private collection of the late James Hill, Ballyclare, NI
Rare CAST IRON SEATS, TOOLS BOXES, PLATES, SPANNERS.
SIGNS, PETROLIANA. MILK BOTTLES.

IperTER

H OIL ENGINES

& ELECTRIC LIGHTING PLANTS | &
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SOLD £3400 SOLD £2000

SLD £1420 | _ T SOLD £1000 o |
PLUS VINTAGE TRACTORS, IMPLEMENTS, ENGINES, SPARES

SOLD for £12,900 SOLD for £7,100 SOLD for £7,700 SOLD for £7,600

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 9:30AM 750 lots

SOMERSET TRACTOR SHOW, SHEPTON MALLET

Annual auction salw in conjunction with Somerset show.
The first of the year.

VINTAGE, CLASSIC AND LATER TRACTORS, IMPLEMENTS, ENGINES,
MODELS, SEATS, SPARES, WORKSHOP TOOLS ETC.

SATURDAY 29TH JANUARY 2 RINGS,
Catalogue entries close 17th January. Catalogue online week of sale.

Early entires for catalogue please. Transport can be arranged.
ALL AUCTIONS LIVE AND LIVE ONLINE. ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES ONLINE.

OTHER AUCTIONS BEING ARRANGED ACROSS THE COUNTRY. ALL ENQUIRES WELCOME
01531 631122 or howard@hjpugh.com




TYRES

Firestone tyres

PART
ONE

In the first of a two-part series, Bernard Holloway looks at the early history of Harvey S Firestone and the
introduction of the pneumatic tractor tyre.

s the railroad punched its

way across 19th century

America, it proved be the

catalyst to transform albeit

a vast, but predominately

parochial, country into a
modern, cosmopolitan society. It opened
up the country, creating new markets,
providing the means to swiftly transport
goods, raw materials and people across
its many states, which hitherto had
relied upon the motive power of the
horse.

Towards the latter part of the 19th
century and the beginning of the 20th
century, the country underwent another
transport revolution - the development
of the internal combustion engine.
Technological change takes time and
does not occur overnight, and whilst the
train still rolled on it would take 50 years
or so for the tractor, automobile, and
commercial truck to gain acceptance and
replace the horse and wagon - the
principle prime movers on farms and
within cities. As it did so, it provided the
population with unprecedented levels of
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flexibility, freedom and speed, breaking
down the barriers between city dwelling
and country life.

Into this exciting era Harvey Samuel
Firestone took his first breath on a
640-acre family farm, “The Homestead’
near Columbiana, Ohio, in 1868. It
would remain a constant in his life and
in later years became a haven where he
was able to insulate himself from the
pressures of business, to think and
recuperate.

As a young man he laboured on the
farm and this work instilled in him the
value of hard work and long hours,
which he adopted the whole of his
working life. Taking these principles
with him he graduated in advanced
business studies and this qualification
provided a good grounding for his, as
then unknown, future in the world of
commerce. Here he would excel as a
businessman, with the gift for knowing
what the public wanted and the
marketing ability to sell it to them.

Variously employed as a bookkeeper,
salesperson of medicines and extracts,

his most auspicious move was whilst
working for the ‘Columbus Buggy Works'
in Detroit, selling buggies and tyres.

In the 1890s, horse and buggy racing
was a popular pastime; the young
Firestone was caught up in the sport and
when teamed with the right horse was
one of the men to beat. During this
period, he saw his first rubber-tyred
racing buggy, made in England, and
realised the advantages that this tyre had
over the standard solid type.

The desire for speed stayed with him
his whole life and was instrumental in
his company supplying tyres for many
forms of motorsport, including the
Indianapolis SO0, which was won more
than 50 times between 1900 and 2000
on Firestone tyres.

INFLUENTIAL FRIENDS

But this was the future and relevant in
the early days of his business life was a
chance meeting in 1895 with Henry
Ford, who purchased from him a set of
pneumatic buggy tyres. These were not
for racing but for ‘The Quadricycle’,
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Ford’s first car, that he was building in
his spare time whilst working for the
‘Edison Illuminating Company’ based in
Detroit. Little did Firestone realise then
that he, Ford and Edison, three of the
most influential businessmen of their
time, were destined to become great
friends.

They would become famous for their
camping trips, undertaken in style with
a retinue of helpers, including a chef and
drivers. A specially-adapted car, a Ford of
course, supplied the fuel for the stove;
the back dropping down to provide a
large table, useful for family and guests
— amongst whom were John Burroughs,
the environmentalist, and Presidents
Coolidge and Harding.

Back tracking a few years, and before
he moved in such exalted circles,
Firestone, astute as always, quickly
realised the automobile and air-filled
rubber tyres were the future and moved
after a brief time in Chicago to Akron,
Ohio, “The rubber capital of the world’
the centre of rubber and elastic
manufacturing in the USA. BF Goodrich,
credited with making the first pneumatic
automobile tyre, had opened its rubber
manufacturing plant there in 1870, with
the Goodyear company following about
28 years later.

After two years of selling other
manufacturers’ tyres at a loss, Firestone
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enables your tractor to cover
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Firt in the fuld wan 8 spsiiifty devwispad L= Pogs

SAVE MONEY BY SPECIFYING FIRESTONE LOW PRESSURE TRACTOR

TRACTOR TYRE

P

There are good reasons why
rou should fit Firestone . . .

we that tha Fi il |..¢. i o]
ot iz

TYRES ON YOUR NEW TRACTOR
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Made in Enlhhd on the Great West Road near London h: the Firestone Tyre & Rubber Cornpln: Limited

This advertisement, thought to be from the early 1930s, is extolling the virtues of the new
Firestone tyre. The company opened its UK factory at Brentford in 1928.

realised that manufacturing his own tyre
was the only way to profitability. By
1902 he opened his first factory in a
dilapidated building equipped with
second-hand plant. By 1903 the first
pneumatic, detachable, mechanically-
fixed, straight-sided car tyres, which
could easily be changed with a spanner,
were rolling off the Firestone production
line.

These provided a more supple ride over
the difficult-to-fit and harder riding
‘clincher’ type and the solid rubber side
wire tyre, with wires strengthening and
stiffening the carcass to ensure

maximum tread contact, that the
company had been selling.

Life is full of opportunities — some
self-made and others coincidental. That
chance meeting with Henry Ford and
the success of Ford automobiles was
going to pay dividends. Firestone had
built a reputation for a meticulous
approach to business and manufacturing
tyres of high quality, and 1906 was
destined to be a milestone year for the
company. Firestone approached The Ford
Motor Company for business, and it
responded by placing an order for 2,000
sets of tyres. »
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TYRES

That order, the largest placed with a
supplier, helped the company reach a
turnover in the region of $1million — an
impressive achievement for a company
in only its sixth year of trading, and four
years later that figure represented its profit.

If you think that was good going, by
1925 recorded sales figures were
$125,597,998 — remarkable because a few
years prior the company was in debt and
had gone through the depression of
1920-1921, but astute cost cutting to
increase sales and a tight rein on wages
pulled the company back into the black.
The company certainly was motoring!

Firestone continued to supply The Ford

Motor Company with a good percentage

of its tyres, so upon reflection the success

of the company is not particularly
surprising as the ‘Model T’ coming on
stream in 1908 had total production
figures in the region of 15 million, until
production ceased in 1927. It must also
be remembered that there was income
from the replacement market, other
clients, and commercial vehicles.

NOTJUSTCARS

Firestone was also in the forefront of
promoting the use of commercial
vehicles, championing the ‘Ship by
Truck’ movement to distribute goods,
using the network of new highways that
had been constructed, and by 1935,
despite another depression in the early
1930s, sales were still at a healthy $121
million.

Under Firestone’s guidance the
company researched and developed
significant improvements in tyre

Fire
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NON-SKID
TYRES

develop at lowest cost all
the possibilities for service
which your car possesses.
Their construction secures
far longer mileage, more
miles per gallon of petrol,
absence from tyre troubles,
lower maintenance ceal,
more rviding comfort
through added resiliency,
& greater safely because of
positive sleering qualities.

FIRESTONE TYRE & RUBBER CO, LTD,
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[Fanar sty TR LR e e L

Firestone Non-Skid tyres were developed for
use with automobiles. Image: Grace’s Guide
to British Industrial History.
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RANGE & FRICES

Complete tyre and wheel cquipment
ready to replace existing steel spike or
cleated wheels on all well known makes
of Tractors

Rear Wheel Equipment «
2 - 11 - 2% - 24 Low Pressure Tyres

complete with wheels £38. 0. 0.
Front Wheel Equipment -

2 - oo = 19 Low Pressure Tyres

complele with wheels “ 1 0.
Extra for complete set of

detachable Weights for Hear £5, 12. 0.
Wheels

(Prices subject to alteration

and L'I:l.1ngﬂ without noticel

W PRESSURE TRACTOR TYRE

Front tyres were developed. Although the cost was cheap by today’s standard, in the 1930s
a pneumatic tyre and wheel was a considerable increase in cost over a steel wheel.

technology for all types of vehicles. For
example, the first commercial
demountable rim and in 1908 the
non-skid tread - the ‘Firestone non-skid’
providing superior traction to the usual
smooth surfaced tyre.

At that time it was not unusual for
manufacturers to add metal rivets and
leather to the compound, or use a
dimpled tread to assist traction. This new
tyre had an angled tread pattern and
formed the basis of the tyres we have
today. Written diagonally across the tyre
was the maker’s name, ‘Firestone’.

Incremental steps to improve tyre
technology followed. Company chemists
devised a method to incorporate into the
carcass fabric ply in lieu of square woven
cloths, adding strength, flexibility,
improved reliability, and tyre life.

By 1931, BF Goodrich had developed a
‘Zero Pressure’ tyre — a design neither
solid nor pneumatic. Consisting of a
series of solid rubber webs inside the
carcass, the deformation of the tyre
provided grip, but the company reverted
to a more conventional design soon
after.

The first real breakthrough came when
Firestone and Allis-Chalmers collaborated
in 1930, with the intention of developing
a pneumatic tractor tyre, They initially
experimented with aircraft tyres fitted to
commercial vehicle wheels at the “The
Homestead’, which soon became the
company'’s testing facility. Firestone'’s
first-hand experience of working all
types of farm machinery made him

conversant with their pitfalls and as a
well-known exponent of pneumatic
rubber tyres, he was determined to bring
their benefits to the farmer.

In 1932 the practicality of a low-
pressure tractor tyre was proven when a
pair of Firestone’s 48 x12 aircraft tyres
were fitted to an Allis-Chalmers U. Trials
proved successful and reaffirmed during
their first public test on Labor Day in
Dodge City, Kansas.

Firestone developed the tractor tyre
using the principles of the balloon tyre
incorporating a chevron tread design and
named the first practical pneumatic low-
pressure tractor tyre the ‘Ground Grip.’

That year Firestone began his
campaign to ‘Put the Farm on Rubber’.
A-C offered a specially-designed tyre
manufactured by Firestone as standard
equipment on the model U, although
steel wheels were an option.

Acceptance was slow. Farmers were
reluctant to accept the revolutionary
rubber tyre. The effects of the Depression
were not conducive to spending
hard-earned dollars, as money was tight,
and survival was uppermost in their
minds - let alone taking the risk of
purchasing a new and expensive rubber
tyre that did nothing to ease their
deep-rooted scepticisms that it was
advantageous over steel rims and solid
tyres.

* In part two the story of Firestone'’s
success continues, with development of
the tractor tyre through the Nebraska
Tests. ®
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THE TRADE’S NO. 1
CHOICE FOR AGRICULTURAL

PARTS & ACCESSORIES

o®

moving forward in every field

3y

BEPCO, YOUR TECHNICAL
PARTS SPECIALIST

e

Cab & Body
parts

Hydraulic Accessories

parts

Electrical
parts

Engine
parts

conditioning

Ty

NI,

Steering
& Front axle

FYIN NN

Tillage Transmission

parts

Linkage

Harvesting
parts

Workshop
& Tools

www.bepcoparts.com

—=—J Visit the website for more information about Bepco, to browse our product ranges and to apply for an account.

Bepco UK, Zortech Avenue, Kidderminster, DY11 7DY (UK) | +44 (0)1299 252 270 | info.uk@bepcoparts.com
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Reconditioned & concours tractors

and machinery prepared to any
specification. Specialists in Massey
Ferguson tractors

.:. L"ip—%’ .\i(r! ”‘Fl‘:' :;:.
. Wearea long establlshed

We cater both for UK and :
overseas customers! |

dumelow.co.uk ¢ sales@dumelow.co.uk ® +44 1685 637037

Mayphil Industrial Estate, Goat Mill Road,
Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil, CF48 3TF

Official Massey
Ferguson agents.

T

BELL
LIMITED

Shipping spare parts including obsolete and no
longer available parts for MF tractors worldwide.

MASSEY FERGUSON

~ Stockists of new and used

Massey Ferguson tractors.

+44 28 895 21555
www.belltractors.com
Fivemiletown, Northern Ireland
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If you can find them, some
of Massey Ferguson’s
lesser-known models offer
great value for money.

All photos: AGCO.

Triple triangle value

Choosing a tractor can he a minefield, especially when there are so many to pick from. We offer opinion
on which Massey Ferguson models offer the hest value, with the help of an expert.

Massey Ferguson model is

considered to be a safe bet

when it comes to buying a

tractor for work and/or

play. A blend of Perkins

engines and Massey
Ferguson sub-assemblies has proved to
be a worthy combination, with many of
the company’s ranges gaining critical
acclaim over the years.

Today, the company’s tractors built
during the 1960s, '70s and '80s, in particular,
have a reputation for productivity and
reliability, but with so many to choose
from, which should you buy?

A tractor is capable of any job if it is
matched with the appropriate
implement, but to make your choice
more straightforward we have split the
tractors into four categories — sub-50hp,
51-75hp, 76-100hp and 101-125hp.

We have also enlisted the help of Chris
Clack, who held several positions at
Massey Ferguson during the period we

www.tractormagazine.co.uk

are focussing on, including Product
Manager for the 600 Series tractors,
based at MF’s Central Marketing Group
in Stoneleigh. Chris has a wealth of
experience with all ranges, from the 100
Series to the 3000 Series, and is well versed
in their manufacture and operation.

Experience has shown that these
models have a great deal to offer, but
their popularity is often reflected in their
price tag. Our aim is to highlight the
model that we consider to offer good
value for money to those looking to
purchase a Massey Ferguson tractor for
work and/or ‘play’, according to power
output.

You may not agree with our choices,
but they will certainly provide food for
thought. The prices included are based
on tractors sold recently at auction, on
the Internet and privately.

It is also worth mentioning that when
contemplating ‘value for money’, we are
considering these tractors as a purchase

to use, rather than to make money —
although it has to be said that classic
machinery appears to represent a good
investment at the current time.

As for condition, rough examples
consume both time and money, so it is
advisable to buy the best that you can
afford — unless a project is your aim.
Cabs can be problematic if corrosion has
taken a significant hold, so pay
particular attention to their structural
integrity, as well as their appearance.

With time, money and know-how,
problems can be overcome — but choose
wisely and don’t let your heart rule your
head!

Turn the page to see what we’ve
chosen as our best-value models from
one of the best-loved machinery
manufacturers of the last six decades.
Please note: all power figures are quoted
in the DIN standard, unless stated. DIN
power is approximately 1.05 times lower
than the BS rating. >

December 2021 TRACTOR & MACHINERY 25



GUIDE

SUB-50hp

his is a prevalent category

and covers models that are

particularly popular due to

their size. They can be

easily transported and fit

into small buildings with
relative ease. Suitable for those entering
the world of classic tractors, they are
highly prized and often command
premium prices, so do your homework
before you part with your hard-earned
money.

The obvious contender in this sector is

the 45hp MF 135. Recognisable to
millions, this little tractor took the

farming world by storm when it replaced

the 35X and has become the obvious
choice for many when it comes to
buying their first tractor.

It’s the epitome of reliability, starts
well, performs brilliantly and virtually
every part is available should problems
arise, but should you buy one? It is
expensive for what it is, but it does offer
good value when you compare it to the
other models of similar power output. A
rough, off-farm example will set you

back around £2,500 - proving that this is

a model with a ‘premium’ price tag,
despite the fact that more than 250,000
were built in Coventry alone.

Chris Clack suggests that the MF 152
MKIII should be considered as a
contender in this category. It used the
Perkins-built AD3.152S, producing 47hp,
and was coupled to an eight forward,
two reverse transmission, with three-

plate, oil-cooled disc brakes too.

“Somewhat later, the MF 154S fruit
tractor, from the Landini stable, is also
worth considering if you can find one,”
Chris suggested. “At 47hp and with a
12-speed synchromesh gearbox, both it
and the 152 MKIII are pretty reliable and
will probably have low hours. They

The MF 154S, built in Italy, is a Landini in disguise!
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AD3.152
6 fwd, 2rev

would certainly be a talking point at
shows etc.”

The lack of 152 MKIII and 154S
examples means that they are not
obvious contenders as alternatives to the
135, although do give them careful
consideration should you find one, so
our attention turns to the 200 Series
models.

As a successor to the 135, the 240 is an
attractive proposition, although the cab
can let it down. The 230 commands a
similar price to the 135, but with 7hp
less, it doesn’t really make sense in terms
of value, so is ruled out in this respect.

If you want a tractor with a cab, the
47hp MF 350 is certainly in the running.
It may be slightly more expensive than a
135, but because of the Sankey-built cab
and general specification, it offers good
value.

In conclusion, the Massey Ferguson
135 can seem expensive compared to
tractors like the David Brown 880
Selectamatic and IH 434, but if you are
desperate to a purchase a sub-50hp
Massey Ferguson it’s probably the right
one for you.

OUR CHOICE:MF135
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R4.236
12 fwd, 12 rev*

o1-15hp

t 58.3hp (BS) and 62hp

(BS) the MF 165, in MKI

and MKII form respectively,

is a prime candidate for

our choice, but it is

expensive for what it offers
- given that you can pick up a 75hp (BS)
MF 185 for not much more money.

“More than 40,000 MF 185s were made
and some are still working on farms,” Chris
Clack explained. “Parts are readily available,
including parts for the Scirocco safety cab
with flexible cladding. They turn up at farm
retirement/dispersal sales, although many
have been exported over the years. In the
same vein, an early MF 290 is similar,
provided the cab is reasonably intact.”

At 75hp, the A4.248-powered MF 290
can be found with a Duncan cab or a
GKN Sankey unit, as well as a choice of
three transmissions — the eight-speed oy L e R T
'box, Synchro 12 or Multi-Power. UGS S SR - h"::'t-'—;m‘:_f e T

A really nice original example can be % dad 5 R i T
found for around £10,000, which is less
than the equivalent MF 135, but there
are other models to consider.

“The later introduced MF 275 and 375
are good tractors and a real find would
be a two-wheel drive MF 3050 in good

*Later examples

condition - all having that great Perkins Our choice may command more Initially producing 60hp, later

A4.236 powerplant, albeit the 3050 money than others in this category, but examples are rated at 62hp and have the
selling in small numbers,” Chris told what it offers in terms of specification option of the 12-speed manual shuttle
T&M. “As in the aforementioned makes up for the additional expenditure. ~ with single-lever side shift transmission,
category, the MF 158 MKIII and red With the brilliant, naturally-aspirated which is great for loader work. There was
Landinis — the four-wheel drive MF A4.236 under the bonnet and the great, also the option of the 18 Speedshift
184S5/184F models, at S6hp and 68hp if a little small, Sankey-built LoProfile+ gearbox, with gear lever-mounted

respectively, have presence on individuality.”  cab, there’s so much to like about the 362.  ‘splitter’ button, as well as a console-
mounted button to use if desired.

Controls were simple and well laid out,
with the only electronics being the
Speedshift (if fitted) and chunky rocker
switches for lights, four-wheel drive and
differential lock engagement.

Available in two- and four-wheel drive
forms, a good, early 362 with standard
eight forward, two reverse synchromesh
transmission, will set you back around
£10,000, while four-wheel drive 12/12
models tend to command around
£15,000.

With a decent engine, generating
243Nm (1911b/ft) of torque at 1,400rpm,
renowned hydraulic system and a choice
of transmissions to suit your
requirements, the Massey Ferguson 362
is the ideal blend of proven and ‘modern’
components to meet your needs.

OUR CHOICE: MF 362

At 75hp (BS), the big MF 185 offers a lot of tractor for the money.
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GUIDE

16-100hp

iven that the MF
699, at 95Shp, is
commanding top
prices, perhaps the
most desirable
would be a
four-wheel drive MF 3070,” Chris
suggested. “The MF 698T, known as a
‘pocket rocket’, with that glorious
wastegate turbo on the Perkins AT4.236,
also has a place, as many can now
reasonably fix a poor cab on these models.
“There’s been no mention by me so far
on the MF 500 Series models, but an
88hp MF 595 MKII is not out of the
question, as the last incarnation of the
Perkins A4.3182 engine was well sorted
by then. Many Multi-Power versions of
these were sold which, if well looked
after, cause no transmission problems.
“The MF 298 is possibly underrated, as
it too used the refined A4.3182 engine.
The Duncan cab was okay, as it was fitted
by Duncan at its Coventry facility. The
three-lever Synchro 12 manual gearbox
was one of the best MF ever introduced.”
Much has been written about the 600
Series before and although the
underpinnings were rather good, it was
let down by the cab. If you can find a
good one, the 698T and 699 are powerful
performers and represent a good
investment, but we're inclined to agree
with Chris on this one.
The Massey Ferguson 298 is an
underrated model. There are so many
horror stories about the A4.318 that

-
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The MF 698T is worth considering for the its glorious exhaust note!

anything with that engine tends to be
tainted, but after some rectification by

Perkins, the A4.3182 has a lot going for it.

Rated at 88hp and producing 344Nm
(2541b/ft) of torque at 1,300rpm, the
5.2-litre engine’s long stroke and direct
injection mean bags of pull and decent
starting. Add the optional centre-drive

R4.3182
12fwd, 4 rev
2/4WD

front axle into the mix, with mechanical
engagement and Auto Lock differential,
and you've got a very capable tractor.

Standard specification includes
two-speed iPTO, linkage pump and
auxiliary pump with MKk3A Selector
Valve, oil-cooled disc brakes, two spool
valves and 16.9/14-34 rear tyres.
Two-wheel drive examples are fitted with
10-16 fronts, while four-wheel drive
models utilise 13.6/12-24 rubber.

With oil flow from the linkage pump
at 28 litres per minute (6.16gpm) and the
auxiliary pump emitting 36 litres per
minute (7.92gpm), combined flow is 64
litres per minute (14.08gpm) — making
the 298 great for flow-hungry
applications.

At less than £5,000 for a reasonable
example, the 298 is around £1,500
cheaper than the equivalent 290 — which
although a great tractor is giving away
13hp in the power stakes. Even a
top-notch, original example can be had
for less than a 135 in the same condition,
so it’s hard to find another Massey
Ferguson model that offers such good
value for money.

OURCHOICE: MF298

www.tractormagazine.co.uk
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101125hp

f you're looking for a ‘big’ tractor, the
2000 Series offers something
different, but most would consider
the Massey Ferguson 3000 Series as
the most viable contender for a
model in this sector.

“The 2640 is not all bad if an early
model was subjected to a factory upgrade
programme done by dealers, namely
changes to the concentric clutch slave
cylinder and the like, but an MF 2645
Electronic would be well sorted by then,”
Chris explained. “A bit iconic is a
two-wheel drive MF 2620. Not many
were sold, but it was good at PTO work
—on a power harrow or forage harvester
— with its Speedshift transmission and
tight turning circle.

“Of the 3000 Series, it would be the
107hp MF 3090 and 3095 models that
get my vote. Even a Coventry-made MF
4270, introduced in 1997, is now in
contention — an early model being nearly
235 years old!”

It has to be said that the 3090 offers
plenty of ‘bang for your buck’. It was
bought with productivity in mind and
many will have amassed high hours, but
the A6.354.4 is renowned for its
reliability and parts are plentiful should
you need to overhaul it. A good one,
with around 9,000 hours on the clock,
can be bought for around £12,000, but
it’s possible to find a reasonable one for
under £10,000 without too much difficulty.

Standard specification includes a
naturally-aspirated, 5.8-litre, six-cylinder

engine generating 375Nm (2941b/ft) of
torque at 1,400rpm, a 16-speed
synchromesh transmission with shuttle,
oil-immersed disc brakes, independent
540/1,000rpm PTO with electro-
hydraulic engagement, electronic linkage
control and Autotronic.

The latter is particularly useful if you

The Massey Ferguson 2640 is part of an iconic French-built range.

www.tractormagazine.co.uk

R6.354.4
16 fwd, 16 rev
2/AWD

want a tractor to put to work, as it takes
the drudgery out of field operations.
Automatic functions include
disengagement of the diff lock when the
linkage is lifted and re-engagement when
it is lowered, engagement of four-wheel
drive when the brakes are applied,
disengagement of four-wheel drive over
9mph, four-wheel drive engagement
when the diff lock is selected,
engagement of four-wheel drive when
parked, engagement of the PTO clutch
and disengagement if an implement blocks.

With so much technology, the 3000
Series was a trend-setting range and
although some were sceptical about the
electronics, the 3090 and its siblings
have proved themselves to be reliable.
Electronic linkage control has become
the norm and data monitors have made
for increased productivity.

The cab, with its chunky ‘B’ pillar and
doors complete with ‘pockets’, was
reminiscent of Case IH’s XL in many
ways and this was no bad thing.
Comfortable, quiet and with good
visibility, it’s still a nice place to spend
the working day.

OURCHOICE: MF 3090
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BELOW: Although extremely collectible, the 105hp MF 1200 is expensive and not
BONGLUSION particularly good value. With nice, original examples fetching in excess of £18,000,

there are numerous other MF models of similar power output that can be purchased,
s is the case with most tractor such as the 2640 - at around half the price.
manufacturers, there are
alternatives from each range
that will suit your requirements,
but we have chosen those that
we feel best represent best value.

The popularity of the brand means that
MEF products tend to command a premium
compared to some other marques, and the
fact is that if the badge on the bonnet is not
important you will be able to find something
cheaper in the same power bracket.

It is, however, not always about purchase
price. No machine can be guaranteed not to
break down, but MF models from the period
we have focussed on have garnered a
reputation for rock solid reliability and it is
this that adds to their price tag. Plus, the
re-sale value of the majority of Massey
Ferguson tractors tends to remain high,
which is good if you are considering your
purchase as an investment as well as a necessity.

Buy right and you will not be
disappointed, but should you need or wish to
improve your purchase, there is a vast array
of dealerships and specialists offering
genuine and replacement parts to suit
virtually all MF models, some of which are
listed here. B

RIGHT: It is possible to pick up a later, four-wheel
drive model, with a decent cab and better spec,

USEFULCONTACTS

for less than an earlier two-wheel drive tractor. A Ben Sergeant Tractors
47hp MF 250, with driven front axle and Sankey Portadown, Co. Armagh
‘Q’ cab, will set you back around £10,500 (in 0283833 3946
original condition), while an MF 148 can command mitractorspares.co.uk
as much as £14,000. - _
Garpenter Goodwin Ltd.

Leominster, Herefordshire
Tel: 01568 616266
carpentergoodwin.co.uk

Chandlers

Belton, Lincolnhire
Tel:01476590077
chandlersfe.co.uk

Clarke & Pulman
Claughton-on-Brock, Lancashire
Tel: 01995640302
masseyparts.co.uk

Dumelow Tractors Ltd.
Dowlais, Merthyr Tydil
Tel:01685637037
dumelow.co.uk

Howard & Sons Exports Ltd.
Marston, Wiltshire
Tel:01380723986
howardandsons.co.uk

William Bell Tractors Ltd.

Fivemiletwon, Co. Tyrone
ABOVE: Do your homework, as later models with better cabs can often represent better value. Plus, some models  1q}- 028 3952]5y55

were fitted with different cabs throughout their lifespan and although the performance does not differ, the price helltractors.com
can considerably. The MF 265, with Cab-Craft, Duncan, Lambourn and Sankey cabs, is a classic example.
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Our world is
constantly changing,

but Perkins engines have
always been designed to
support you for years.
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That’s why we test our starter motors 36,000 times —
equivalent to almost 10 times a day for 10 years.

And with genuine Perkins parts, you also get a
network of expert technicians trained to give
you the advice and support you need.

The difference
IS In the detail

g3 Perkins

www.perkins.com/agheritage THE HEART OF EVERY GREAT MACHINE




Inbox
 STARLETTER _

Farming memories

Dear T&M,
The letter from Steeve Hewlett, in the
October edition of Tractor & Machinery,
stirred further memories of farming in the
post-war years. In the early 1950s, when the
new Fordson Major, as it was known, was
first introduced, the first farmers to buy
one in this area (mid Surrey) were, | believe,
Frank and Bill Royle, from Jury Farm.

| used to visit them on my motorbike
to persuade Bill to come and bale our hay
and| have to admit that | cast very envious
eyes over their new tractor, knowing | had
to go back to our E27N, with bald tyres and
one foot brake (the left side completely
shot due to being used to try to stop wheel
slippage when ploughing, as there was no
diff lock in those days!).

Many years later | remember buying
four redundant Majors and selling the best
one to Steeve, who it transpires sold it to

Letters, e-mails,
tweets & posts

although not doing much farming! I hope
he is okay too.

Going back to the Royle brothers,
they had an eight-foot cut, self-propelled
Massey combineon small front drive
wheels - probably 16-inch, whereas all the
rest were usually 28-inch. | just wondered
if any readers know what the model
number was, as despite looking carefully at
combine pictures and articles, | have never
seen another one!
Chris Marlow, via e-mail

SL: Some of Massey Ferguson’s combines
had 24-inch front wheels, such as the 31
model, but | suspect that you are referring
to a model from the Massey-Harris era.
One of our knowledgeable readers is sure
to know the answer and, as always, I pass
the baton over!

the Ryde Farm Estate — which comprised
Holride Farm, Ryde Farm and Jury Farm.
| find It fascinating that 30 years later they
bought another one, which it seems gave

excellent service.

It’s kind of Steve to ask how I'm keeping
and I'm pleased to say that I'm surviving,

Hedge trimmer

Dear T&M,
| read your answer to the
problem of using a TE-20 with
a reciprocating hedge cutter
with interest, as | used to cut
my hedges with my Ferguson
and a McConnel hedge cutter.

| used what | consider the
best solution - an epicyclic
gearbox fitted to the
tractor. That gives two great
advantages. You now have a
lower set of forward speed
gears and, in effect, a live
clutch.

When approaching a
thick part of the hedge you
can travel slowly and stop if
necessary, whilst leaving the
cutters running at normal

speed. That is attained by
simply using the hand lever

fitted to the epicyclic gearbox.

Unfortunately, these
gearboxes are not easy
to find, but if you need to
use your Ferguson for this
purpose | feel that it is an ideal
solution.
Michael Spurr, via e-mail

SL: Sound advice, Michael. As
you rightly say, a hard-to-find
component though!

Dear T&M,

I've just read the piece about

a chap wanting to fit a hedge

trimmer to a Ferguson TE-20.
| know a chap that’s got a few
hedges to do and he uses a

Ineach issue the Editor will select
astarletter and the sender will receive
eithera 3W rechargeable inspection lamp
ora W rechargeable aluminium torch,
courtesy of Jack Sealey Ltd.
www.sealey.co.uk

SEALEY

McConnel trimmer with a
petrol engine mounted next
to the big drive pulley. It has a
belt tensioner that’s reached
from the seat to stop the
drive and is separated from
the tractor PTO, meaning the
tractor can be driven at very
low revs to accommodate
thick hedge growth.

This might be an easy
option for other makes of
trimmer, like a Twose mid-
mounted model for instance
- that takes the drive from
the back end via a tube inside
the wing.

Bob Ball

SL: A practical solution, Bob!
I’m sure there are variations
on the theme too.

SOCIALMEDIA
‘Upgrades’

SL: This post featured on
our Facebook page in early
November:

In a future issue we’ll be
featuring a pre-Q cab
tractor that’s received some
‘upgrades’ to make it more
user friendly. If you could
alter your tractor to make

it easier/better to operate,
what would you do to it and
why?

Or, if you’ve already done
it, please share a photo or two!
#upgrade #userfriendly
#tractor #better

Nuffield 4/65. Gearbox hump

is too high, so makes it hard to
mount and dismount the tractor.
A smaller hump would make

it easier to get on and off the
tractor. Gear sticks to the side,
like the Leyland synchromesh
transmission, would also make it
easier to change gears.

Draft control is just not
adequate enough, so if position
control were to be added the
use of three-point implements
that work above ground would
be much easier.

| have added a foot throttle
from a Leyland 270 to mine
and it is much better than the
hand throttle, for road work and
travelling around.

Finally the thing all 4/65
owners want is better brakes!
The dry disc type are horrible
and you are better slowing down
with the gears than the brakes.
If a wet type, similar to that
used on MF 165s etc., was used,
or even the band type used on
the 135, braking would be much
better!

Kyle Blake

facebook.com/
TractorAndMachinery
instagram.com/tractor_
machinery_mag
twitter.com/TractorWorld

WRITETO THE EDITOR: Scott Lambert, The Granary, Downs Court, Yalding Hill, Yalding, Kent ME18 6AL E-MAIL: tm.ed@kelsey.co.uk
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CELEBRATING
100 YEARS OF
RUSSELLS

To commemorate the centenary Russell’s took

inspiration from the iconic Ford 7810 Silver
Jubilee and created a unique special edition
New Holland T6.180 dynamic command tractor
and matching limited edition model.

LIMITED EDITION
MODEL AVAILABLE
SOON...

If you would be interested in
buying a limited edition model
then please email:

charlotte@russells.uk.com

ALL PROCEEDS FROM SALE WILL

BE DONATED TO THE
YORKSHIRE

AIR AMBULANCE

RUSSELLS)

FRONT LINKAGE & PTO KITS

Made in Germany to the highest engineering
standards, Degenhart linkage and PTO systems are
designed to give you many years of dependable,
robust service.

Russell’s stock a huge range of the most popular linkage

and PTO kits to fit New Holland and Case tractors. Easy to
install, Deganhart linkages and PTQ’s become an integral
part of the tractor. Available throughout the UK.

IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

CONTACT PHIL DENARO
Visit our site: Tel: 07547 410953

tractoriinkages.uk e: linkages@russells.uk.com



HISTORY

The Rowberry family
owns an extensive
collection of
International Harvester
tractors, including this
B-275 Hi-Clear. Photo: