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FIRST WORDS

There’s something fascinating about 
old tractors; I know it, and all of you 
know it, too. I think that everyone who 
reads this magazine shares an empathy 
for aged machinery, and the inherent 
history that’s locked into it. We all love 
to wonder at the dramas that have 
befallen these machines in the past.

Being so strong and functional, tractors 
have been at the very heart of rural life 
for generations, so it’s almost inevitable 
that the oldest of them will have been 
involved in 
all kinds of 
interesting 
and 
momentous 
incidents. 

You can 
imagine 
countless, happy, tractor-related 
escapades, from the quiet satisfaction 
of a good harvest, to the camaraderie 
of friends hitching a ride to the local pub 
on a balmy, summer evening. But there 
will inevitably have been tragic incidents, 
too. Machines of a certain age will have 
been involved in wartime disasters, while 
others might have found themselves at 
the centre of daring but unsuccessful 
rescues, or involved in fatal accidents.

Of course, most of these events 
remain locked away in the past, trapped 

Welcome!
forever under multiple layers of paint 
on aged, distorted panelwork. All 
we can do is speculate about the 
secrets our tractors retain, and it’s 
that air of intrigue that contributes 
so signi� cantly to their appeal.

But, sometimes, � eeting insights 
into hidden pasts are revealed to us, 
like the discovery of bullet holes in the 
mudguard of an old Fordson, put there 
by a snarling Messerschmitt during the 
Battle of Britain, or the chance discovery 

of initials – or a 
once signi� cant 
date – carefully 
scratched into 
the underside 
of a bonnet 
panel.

The histories 
that old tractors guard so carefully 
turn them into time machines; our 
personal link to a bygone age when, 
although life was far harder for most, 
it was also simpler, more honest and 
a good deal more straightforward. It’s 
hard to imagine more of a contrast than 
you � nd by comparing the working 
life and times of a Fordson E27N 
in 1950s Britain, with today’s over-
complicated, internet-dominated and 
electronic screen-obsessed way of life. 
Chris Graham, Editor

www.tractor-and-machinery.co.uk/magazines/ford-a-fordson-tractors
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�Of course, in most cases, such 
events are locked away in the past, 
trapped forever under multiple layers 
of paint on aged, distorted tinwork�
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Meet the contributors

Jane Brooks
Agricultural journalist 
and keen collector 
of Ford and Fordson 
tractors

Peter Love
A tractor enthusiast 
with boundless 
energy and limitless 
knowledge

Pat Pawsey
Long-serving chairman 
of the Ford & Fordson 
Association and tireless 
tractor enthusiast

Ben Phillips
Tractor repair and 
restoration specialist, 
writer and book           
author

Bob Weir
Lives in Scotland  
and was brought           
up on Fordson 
tractors

If the aged metal could talk, 
what tales an old tractor 

would tell!
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Bernard Pike has owned this Fordson 
Major since about 1960, and it’s 
always been �tted with the loader 

seen here in the photographs. However, 
with the passing of time Bernard has 
now forgotten who made the loader – its 
labelling was removed when the tractor 
was restored in 1993. Now that missing 

piece of information is nagging at him, so 
we wondered if any knowledgeable readers 
can help?

Bernard says: “I’ve had a number of 
people make suggestions about which 
company made it, but none of them ring 
any bells with me. The closest I think we’ve 
got was a system, spotted in the JCB 

museum by my son, which utilised the 
same, distinctive, upward-facing, hydraulic 
rams. Unfortunately, though, he couldn’t 
identify the manufacturer in that case. So 
I’d be very interested to hear what others 
think.”

If you have any bright ideas, please drop 
us an email to: fft.ed@kelsey.co.uk

LOADER LOW-DOWN!

We’ve been contacted by a reader 
– Darren Mooney –  who is trying 
to track down a Fordson Major 

tractor, and was wondering if there are any 
Ford & Fordson Tractors magazine readers, 
or FFA members, who can help?

“The tractor in question is a Major E1A 
(registration number PAC 469), which used to 
belong to my wife’s grandfather; he bought 
it new back in 1954. I know it’s still around 
because the DVLA has it listed as being 
taxed. 

“It would be great if anyone knows of 
the tractor’s current whereabouts and, 
better still, if we could get in touch with the 
present owner; we’d love the chance to 
perhaps buy it or, failing that, just to have a 
look at it again after all these years.”

If anyone has any helpful information, 
please email the editor at fft.ed@kelsey.
co.uk, and we’ll do the rest.

GRANDFATHER’S MAJOR

LEFT: Bernard 
Pike’s owned this 
Fordson Major for 
the past 60 years 
or so, but he can’t 
now remember 
who made the 
loader that’s �tted 
to it. Can you help?

NATIONAL PLOUGHING CHAMPIONSHIPS ON!

After the disappointment of 
cancelling the 2020 event due 
to the pandemic, The Society 

of Ploughmen is looking forward to 

celebrating the 70th British National Ploughing 
Championships in 2021. Around 250 top 
ploughmen and women from all over the 
UK are expected to compete on October 
9th-10th, at Mindrum Mill in Northumberland, 
which is just two miles from the                                              
Scottish border.

Two busy days will be packed with 
competitions for many types of plough and 
styles of ploughing, and will climax when the 
Supreme Champion is chosen. The event will 
also see the competitors selected to represent 
England at the 2022 World Ploughing 
Contest, the European Reversible Ploughing 
Championships and the European Vintage 
Ploughing Championships.

The site of the championships covers more 
than 200 acres, and has good facilities for 
competitors and public alike. There’s easy 
access by road, and plenty of car parking 

space. The main sponsors of the event 
are Firestone Tyres and Continental Tyres, 
and there’s further support from, among 
others, Tama, Ivor King and the Ford &                    
Fordson Association. 

The championships are returning to 
Northumberland for only the third time in 
the event’s 70-year history and, as well 
as witnessing top-notch competition 
ploughing, visitors will also be able to 
enjoy a varied selection of agricultural 
trade stands, new and vintage equipment 
demonstrations, shopping stalls, vintage 
tractor and machinery displays, country 
crafts and giant steam ploughing engines. 
Also, tractor-drawn trailers will be on hand 
to transport visitors around the huge site.

Call 01302 852469 for more information, 
entry forms and/or enquiries about the 
event generally.

There’s always plenty of ‘top class’ 
machines to be seen working hard 
at the British National Ploughing 
Championships. Here’s James 
Hardstaff’s 1961 Fordson Triple-D.   
(Pic: Peter Love) 

RIGHT: The 
loader features 
distinctive, 
upward-facing 
hydraulic rams; 
ring any bells?  
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NEWS

Ford & Fordson Association 
member Mike Sanders has been 
out and about with his tractor 

� eet recently. He’s been doing various 
jobs with his lovely Fordson E1A Super 
Major and his unique Doe 180 Turbo, 
and both machines performed very 
well on the farm, he’s reported. 

However, he also has a couple of 

ord & Fordson Association 

CAN YOU HELP?
County Super-6s in the shed that are 
both in need of a steering rams service 
(or perhaps replacement), and Mike is 
wondering if readers could suggest an 
experienced specialist who he should talk 
to about getting this work done? 

If anyone has got any helpful 
suggestions, please give Mike a call on: 
01323 833125.

Michael Sanders’ very powerful Doe 
180 takes a break from discing in 
Essex.    

FBHVC ADVISES ON FUEL CHANGES
After an extensive consultation process, the Department of Transport has 

announced that it will legislate to introduce E10 petrol (containing up to 
10% ethanol) as the standard, premium, unleaded 95-octane grade, by 

September 1st, 2021. 
It will also require the higher-octane 97+ ‘Super Unleaded’ grades to remain 

as E5 (with a maximum 5% ethanol content), to provide protection for owners of 
older vehicles (including petrol-paraf� n tractors). This product will be designated 
as the ‘Protection’ grade. 

The introduction of the 95-octane E10 grade, and the maintenance of the 
Super E5 protection grade, will be reviewed by the government after � ve years, to 
ensure they remain appropriate to the needs of the market. 

The government has sought to reassure FBHVC members and historic vehicle 
owners that, without a suitable alternative becoming available, it’s highly likely the 
Super E5 protection grade will continue to be available. Filling stations that stock two grades of petrol, and supply at least one million litres 
of fuel in total each year, will need to ensure one product is the ‘Super E5 protection grade’. 

While not all � lling stations meet these criteria, almost all towns across the UK will have a � lling station that supplies the ‘Super’ grade. 
Currently, one major retailer – a national supermarket group – has committed to offer the product. However, the main exception to this 
concerns parts of the Scottish Highlands as well as north and west coast regions of the country, which will be exempt, and allowed to 
continue selling 95-octane E5 fuel.

The Federation recommends that all vehicles produced before 2000 – and some vehicles from the early 2000s that are considered  
non-compatible with E10 – should use the ‘Super E5 protection grade’.

There will be parades each day and 
tractor-pulling competitions, as well 
as a superb sale and swap-meet. 

This is typical of the kind of tractors you’ll 
� nd at the Pioneer Power Show in Le 
Sueur County, Minnesota; a 1949 Ford 8N 
owned by Lewis ‘Toad’ Wilkerson, and 
shown by Anita Vantiger. (Pic: Peter Love)

Have you ever seen a Dagenham-made 
Fordson Standard N water-washer like 
this, with such wide rear rims? Well, 
this is the sort of thing you see when 
the National Ford/Fordson Collectors’ 
Association comes to town!
(Pic: Peter Love)  

BLUE TRACTORS, USA-STYLE!
The annual, Pioneer Power 

Show must be one of the 
top four events in America 

for vintage and classic tractor 
enthusiasts, and this year’s 
extravaganza will be taking place on 
August 27th-29th. 

Taking place in Le Sueur County, 
Minnesota, this year’s event will 
be the 48th running of this famous 
show which, for 2021, will be 
welcoming back the National Ford/
Fordson Collectors Association, 
which hasn’t attended for 20 years.

As a result, visitors can expect 
lots of Ford and Fordson tractors 
and equipment to be on show, 
spread across the enormous, 120-
acre show site and its 40+ buildings. 

There’s more information available on the 
show’s website, which you can � nd at: 
pioneerpowershow.com  
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Order securely online for FREE postage and packing at:

www.anglianagrimedia.co.uk
Anglian Agri Media Ltd - The Farming DVD Professionals

Find us on:

DVDs for the Ford enthusiast: Farming with FORD
Jam-packed with the sights and 
sounds of classic blue iron hard at 
work, the Farming with Ford DVDs 
focus on Ford tractors still hard at 
work on British farms during 2018. An 
additional special feature on Part Two 
brings things up to date by visiting 
New Holland’s Basildon Tractor Plant.

£16.95 each, or both for £29.95. 

DVDs, approx. 110 mins each
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RESTORATION SPOTLIGHT

Bernard Pike has 
embarked on a 
fascinating restoration 
project to save Anthony 
Bradford’s rescued 
Standard N-based Muir 
Hill dumper, as Chris 
Graham reports

F
ordson enthusiast Anthony 
Bradford discovered this rare, 
Model N-based, Muir Hill-built 
dumper in a yard near Gatwick, 

in West Sussex, last year. It was in a 
sorry state but still in one piece, and the 
story goes that it was originally found 
completely buried in chalk (presumably 
at a quarry). Anthony bought it and 
trailered the remains to fellow Fordson 
enthusiast, Bernard Pike, who offered 
to help with the renovation project. 

“They must have dragged it onto 
the trailer for the journey here because 
everything was seized solid when we got 
it,” Bernard told me. “We had to lift it off 
with the crane, and my initial objective 
was just to get the wheels turning. But 
the more I looked into it, the more I 
realised just how far gone it really was. 
We’ve had it here since last September, 
and have spent that time separating 

the main components, assessing 
everything, salvaging what’s re-usable and 
beginning the re-fabricating/replacement 
process for everything that’s not.”

As things stand, Bernard and Anthony 
know almost nothing about the dumper’s 
history, but they’re well aware of its rarity. 
“We believe it’s a 1940s model but, 
beyond that, know little else,” Bernard 
said. “In fact, I only know of one other 
example, which is in Somerset and 

has been beautifully restored. We’re 
going to need to either see that, or 
get some detailed photographs taken 
of it, to work out how the �ooring 
goes – there’s none left on this one!”  

We’ll be bringing you more updates 
as this fascinating project develops, 
and Bernard will be taking plenty of 
photographs of the work being done. 
One of the overall aims is to leave 
the salvaged parts in ‘preserved’, 
unpainted condition so that, once 
the vehicle’s back together, it’ll be 
obvious which the original bits are, 
which I think is a great idea. �Q

A MUIR HILL RARITY

�The more I looked 
into it, the more I 
realised just how far 
gone it really was 

The main components have been separated and the chassis frame is being 
rebuilt in Bernard’s workshop. 

The rear wheel rims have been changed 
as the originals were rusted through. 
The centres were saved, though.  

The engine is unfortunately seized 
solid. Bernard hasn’t investigated the 
bottom end yet but, judging by the 
rest, isn’t hopeful that there will be 
anything usable inside. Anthony has 
sourced a replacement, period engine, 
which he’s rebuilding at the moment.

The original frame was badly 
corroded, but several of the original 
cross members and support brackets 
have been saved.  
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T
he three-cylinder Fordson 
Dexta arrived in 1957, and was 
‘workmate for the Major’, as the 
Ford marketing men branded it. 

Introduced to wrestle sales from the ‘grey 
tractor’ market, the new model was built 
around a diesel-powered, Perkins P3-
based three-potter, � tted with a CAV fuel 
injection pump and Ford-made castings. It 
churned-out 32hp, had a decent hydraulic 
system (carried over from the American-
only Fordson 8N model), and was the 
� rst Fordson to be � tted with a genuinely 
useful draft control system for automatically 
varying implement height. 

Dextas began rolling from the Dagenham 

production line in earnest in 1958, and the 
model proved popular from the off. Then, 
three years later, Ford moved the game on 
again, when it introduced a third tractor to 
its range. The Super Dexta was launched at 
the 1961 Royal Smith� eld Show, with extra 
power being its big selling point. A slight 
increase in engine capacity boosted output 
to almost 40hp; another very popular move.

Range-topper
The Dexta had been a tremendous seller 
for Ford, so it was only � tting that the 
model went out on a high. The seven-year 
production run was brought to a close by the 
Dexta’s � nal iteration, the most-powerful-of-
all, 44.5hp New Performance Super Dexta. 
Resplendent in Ford’s new, corporate blue 
and grey colour scheme, this last of the line 
was unveiled before an appreciative public at 
the Royal Show in 1963. 

But apart from the snazzy, modern-
looking paint and the introduction of stickers 
to replace some of the model badging, the 
most signi� cant change was the switch from 

F&FT OCT/NOV 2020

Chris Graham spotlights the last Fordson to be built 
at Dagenham, the New Performance Super Dexta

END OF THE
LINE

the Simms fuel injection pump to a better, 
Minimec unit. Dexta production ended in 
1964, as did Fordson tractor building at the 
Dagenham plant. In all, well over 200,000 
Dextas are thought to have been sold to 
farmers around the world and, thankfully, the 
legend lives on with hundreds of examples 
still in loving preservation, nearly 60 years 
on.

Today, there are plenty of tractor 
enthusiasts who regard the New 
Performance Super Dexta as the 
ultimate and most desirable pick from an 
extremely popular model range. Offering 
an appealingly powerful yet manageable 
package, the NP Super Dexta remains 
a very usable machine, in all respects. 
The spare parts situation is generally 
good, and would-be buyers considering a 
restoration project can rest assured that this 
Dexta’s simple layout and straightforward 
engineering, shouldn’t present serious 
problems.

Buying basics
As with all old tractors, the sensible advice 
when buying a New Performance Super 
Dexta, is always to get the best you can 
afford. This was con� rmed to me by Dexta 

F&FT JUN/JUL 2021

The end of an era; the New Performance Super Dexta was the last Fordson to be made at For d’s Dagenham factory.

�The Dexta had been a 
tremendous seller for 
Ford, so it was only 
fitting that the model 
went out on a high 
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ignored. So, buying today means that, in 
most cases, you’ll be inheriting the results of 
that treatment.

Fortunately, the Dexta evolved in an 
era when ‘over-engineering for strength’ 
and designing machines to last, were still 
high on the list of priorities among tractor 
manufacturers. As a consequence, the 
Dexta is a fundamentally tough and durable 
little machine. Engines and gearboxes were 
built to take no end of punishment and, 
despite doing just that, many have survived 
to tell the tale. 

Having said that, it still makes sense to 

Wheel rims can corrode to the point of splitting, so check them carefully. Rep lacement 
wheels are available, but they’re remanufactured items, so not identica l to the originals. 
Check the lower areas of the mudguards for rusting, and the footplates, too. T he 
replacement footplates made these days aren’t as strong as the originals , nor are their 
support brackets. 

enthusiast and experienced Fordson owner 
and restorer, Bob Baseby. “Unless you’re 
speci� cally after a restoration project, then I 
think it makes sense to buy the best you can 
so that, hopefully, you won’t have so much 
to do to it.

“But what you’ve got to remember is that 
these models are getting on for 60 years 
old and, because of their sheer usability, 
most will have led hard, working lives.” Then, 
those that survived will have fallen into the 
hands of a succession of assorted owners 
with widely differing ideas about servicing, 
maintenance and repairs. Things will have 
been broken and bodged down the years, 
corners will have been cut and problems 

check any prospective purchase as carefully 
as you can and, if you’re new to old tractor 
ownership, then take a wise old head with 
you as a counter-balance to your enthusiasm 
and excitement. As Bob points out, “there are 
plenty of examples out there that have been 
super� cially tidied-up, with a bit of fresh paint 
here and there, and maybe a new tyre or two.

“But there could be no end of problems 
lurking just beneath the surface; corroded 
and � lled tinwork, a badly worn engine, faulty 
hydraulics or an abused transmission. If you 
have a big budget to spend on sorting such 
things out, then that’s � ne. But, if money’s 
tight and you’re taken-in by an outwardly tidy-
looking tractor, then major disappointment 
and frustration could lie just around the 
corner.”

Methodical checks
Whenever you’re assessing a prospective 
purchase, it’s important not to get carried 
away in the excitement of the moment, and 
thereby risk overlooking the basics. So always 
take your time and work methodically around 
the tractor. First impressions are important; 
does it look recently-painted, original but well 
cared for, or generally unloved and down              
at heel? 

Start your inspection at the back, with an 
assessment of the hydraulic system, checking 
that it operates smoothly and that there are 
no obvious � uid leaks – seals do fail with age. 
Make sure that the PTO clutch is working 
well, and look for signs of oil leaking out 
from around the end of the PTO shaft, due 
to gasket failure (quite common). You might 
also spot oil leaking from around the end of 
the PTO clutch shaft, on the nearside of the 
gearbox casing. There’s an O ring inside, 
which often fails, and changing this is quite               
a big job.

Values for the New Performance 
Super Dexta appear to have been on 
the increase over the past year, which 
is good news. Entry-level machines 
are currently selling for anything 
between £1,200 to £1,800, but will 
obviously require work and money 
spent.

If your budget can stretch to 
somewhere in the £3,000 to £4,000 
range, then this will buy you a more 
sorted example that should look good 
and be a reliable runner. 

At the very top of the tree, you 
should expect to pay between £6,000 
and £7,000 for a well-restored, 
properly sorted example. 

WHAT TO PAY?

Straightforward, durable and largely 
reliable engineering ensure that the Dexta 
stood the test of time. The most powerful, 
New Performance Super model can 
handle a three-furrow plough with ease.   

The longer, main gear selector lever, is 
the one which often shows signs of wear, 
becoming loose, vague and imprecise 
to use. 

BUYING GUIDE
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If you intend to plough with the tractor, 
then it also makes sense to check the draft 
control mechanism, which can be seized. 
With the engine running, use a sturdy 
metal bar to apply pressure to the top-
link bracket, checking for an appropriate 
reaction from the draft control mechanism 
as you do so. 

Other oil leaks?
It’s also common for the half-shaft seals to 
give up the ghost – they harden and crack 
with age. The tell-tale sign of this is oil that 
can be found dripping down onto the inside 
of the rear wheel rims. Bob says: “Putting 
this right involves removing the half-shafts, 
renewing the seals and then replacing the 
shim washers correctly. These � t between 
the half shafts and the back plates, and 
must be correct otherwise the oil seal 
won’t do its job properly. The tolerance 
speci� ed ranges between four and 12 thou, 
and getting it right involves some trial and 
error. With the rear of the tractor raised off 
the ground, rotating one rear wheel should 
cause the other one to spin in the opposite 
direction when the shimming is correct. 
If both wheels rotate the same way, then 
everything’s too tight.”

The back axle is essentially strong and 
reliable, so serious problems are rare, 
even on those machines that have led the 

hardest of working lives. But the steering 
box is a favourite for excessive wear, so 
check for both rotary and side-to-side play 
at the steering wheel. The shaft wears, as 
do the bearings it runs in – the latter can 
break up. Repair kits are available from 
specialists like Agriline, although � tting the 
kit is quite a tricky job. 

Bob added: “Looking underneath at 
the back, check carefully for cracks in 
the gearbox casing, running from front to 
back, on the underside. If a tractor used a 
front loader during its working life, this will 
have added extra stress to the gearbox 
casing, making cracking from the oil drain 
plug backwards more likely. Such damage 
is often hidden from view by a convenient 
layer of dirt under there. 

“Also note how worn the pedal 
surfaces are; the clutch pedal in particular 
can be worn almost smooth in the worst 
cases. Additionally, play in the same pedal 
is worth assessing; it can be bad enough 
to cause the shaft to foul against the 
casing as its used.”

Engine trouble
Although the three-cylinder, F3 diesel engine 
has a good reputation as a reliable performer 
overall, it’s not immune to neglect. “Be on 
the look-out for excessive smoking, when 
running,” Bob advises. “Obviously, you can 
expect a bit on cold start-up, and when the 
engine’s working under heavy load but, once 
warm, normal running should generate little 
smoke, assuming all’s well inside. Keep an 
eye out for anything you see blowing out of 
either the breather pipe that’s low down on 
the offside of the engine, or the air intake 
pipe. Obvious fumes/smoke from either are a 
bad sign pointing towards serious problems 
inside the engine. 

“Despite being a durable engine, oil 
leaks can occur, most notably from the rear, 
main bearing. But the good news is that 
everything’s � xable. Like all old tractors that 
survive today, their mechanical condition will 
be largely dependent on how they’ve been 
looked after in the past.  

“Head gasket failure can be another 
characteristic issue on this engine, particularly 
on the hardest-worked units. Look for oil 
leaking from between the head and the 
block, at the front of the engine, and along 
the camshaft side. Also, if the engine sounds 
rough and isn’t � ring on all three cylinders, 
this can be another indicator of a blown 
gasket (it can breach at the narrowest point, 
between the bores). But poor engine running 
can also be caused by a worn fuel injector 
pump linkage.”

On the move  
To check the operation of the transmission, 
you’ll have to give the tractor a test drive. One 
of the most common, transmission-related 
problems, according to Bob, is � nding that 
the gearbox jumps out of gear – especially 
the lower ones – in both high and low 
ratio. Such a problem will require serious 
investigation.

“Pay attention to the action of the main 
gear selector lever,” Bob added. “Ideally it 
should have a positive action with minimal 
play. If you � nd it’s loose and imprecise, 
then there’s likely to be signi� cant, age-
related wear at the bottom of the selector 
lever, and in the selectors themselves. In the 
worst cases, the lever can actually jump out 
of the selectors, leaving the tractor stuck 
in whatever gear you were in at the time. 
“Rectifying that involves removing the casing 
cover and lever, realigning the selectors using 
a screwdriver, then putting it back together 
again. It is possible to re-build the ball-like 
nodule at the bottom end of the gear lever 
with weld, but care and precision are required 
if things are to work smoothly afterwards.”

With regard to the tractor’s instruments 
and wiring, a number of potential problems 
can be found. “It’s quite common to � nd that 
the tacho cable is broken,” Bob explained, “or 

�Head gasket failure can 
be another characteristic 
failing on this engine, 
particularly on the 
hardest-worked units 

The 2.5-litre, three-cylinder, Perkins-derived diesel engine pro duces 44.5hp in this 
guise.

Replacement temperature gauges are 
cheap to buy, but awkward to replace, 
so it’s quite common to � nd a broken 
one left in place. 
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that there’s an issue with the wiring to the 
regulator. Replacements are now available 
for the section of the loom that feeds the 
instruments, for about £20, but �tting is 
�ddly. 

“You can also buy new looms for the 
entire tractor (about £40) but, once again, 
�tting can be tricky and time-consuming. I’ve 
done it and, despite the relative simplicity 
of the electrical system on this model, the 
fact that the new loom is supplied �tted with 
spade connectors slows the job right down 
– all the tractor’s nut-and-bolt-type electrical 
�xings have to be replaced.

“If you need to remove the top instrument 
binnacle, make sure that you replace 
all the rubber insulators properly during 
reassembly. The bulb holders for the ignition 
and oil pressure warning lights are live 
so, without their rubber spacers correctly 
positioned, the whole binnacle can become 
‘live’, which isn’t ideal!”

Other potential issues
Bob added: “Typically, you’ll �nd that these 
engines run at slightly different temperatures, 
from tractor to tractor. However, most should 
settle between 150 and 160°F on the gauge 
– in the orange or blue sections – during 
normal use. The gauges themselves can 
give problems and sometimes get ignored 
as, although they only cost about £16 to 
replace, �tting a new one involves a lot of 

work. The steering wheel and fuel tank have 
to be removed to create the access needed 
to extract the original gauge, which itself can 
be a struggle to get out, due to rust! 

“Incidentally, once the engine is fully 
warm, keep an eye on the oil pressure 
warning light. It should stay off but, if you 
spot it �ashing, this can point towards 
serious internal engine wear, an issue with 
the oil pump or a blocked oil �lter.

“Finally, with regard to the engine, if you 
�nd yourself needing to buy a new fan belt, 
take care that you’re supplied with the right 
size, especially if you’ve also had to �t a new 
pulley on the alternator – often necessary 
as these become brittle and crack with age. 
With a pulley �tted, the ‘Dexta’ belt will be 
too short, and you’ll need to specify one for 
a Massey Ferguson 35.”

At the front of the tractor, inspect the 
steering set-up to check for wear. Test the 
steering joints for excessive play, and rock 
the top of the front wheels to check for 
stub axle and/or wheel bearing play. Take 
some time to inspect the condition and �t 
of the nose cone, and its support brackets. 
If it’s original, then �nding signs of impact 
damage is almost inevitable. Rust can also 
be a problem, resulting from badly-made 
repairs, or from the build-up of mud on the 
inside. You can also expect to �nd corrosion 
in the mudguards, but remanufactured 
replacements are available. 

All-in-all, though, buying one of these last 
Fordson tractors shouldn’t be a desperately 
hard process. There are still good deals 
out there to be had and, even if you do 
get one that turns out to be worse than 
you initially thought, it’s not the end of the 
world. Everything’s doable, technical and 
independent specialist support levels are 
great and, with prices starting to move in the 
right direction, now, what’s not to like about 
the New Performance Super Dexta? �Q

BUYING GUIDE

One of the Dexta’s big attractions has always been its manageable size. Combi ne that with a 44.5hp engine, and you have a very 
appealing – and still useful – combination.

This NP Super Dexta has been �tted 
with a newer style engine stop control 
(top left); the original would have been 
black, not red. Incidentally, if you need to 
replace the cable that runs to this control, 
try to specify one that’s ‘soft’, rather than 
rigid steel wire, as you’ll �nd it much 
easier to �t and use. You can’t set any 
store by what’s showing on the engine 
service hours counter, these days. 

Ford & Fordson Tractors June/July 2021    13



14      June/July 2021 Ford & Fordson Tractors

F&FT JUN/JUL 2021

TRACTOR TREATS 
IN GERMANY!
The FFA’s representative in Germany, Heinz Ulland, 
has compiled a list of some of his country’s most 
interesting museums with tractors on show. Get 
planning, everyone! 

W
henever my wife and I spend our 
camping holidays in the UK, we 
try to connect holiday-making 
with my hobby, tractors and 

farm life. Holidays abroad have never been 
complete without attending one or two of 
your major tractor events, plus a number of 
unplanned encounters with your diverse and 
exciting tractor scene – especially involving 
Ford and Fordson machines!

So this set me thinking; would UK tractor 
enthusiasts be interested in doing something 
similar when visiting Germany? If so, here’s 
some advice that I hope visitors will � nd 
useful.

 
A different scene
First of all, the German tractor hobby scene is 
quite different from that in the UK. Obviously, 
we have different tractor companies, with only 
Massey Ferguson playing a major role during 
the post-war decades on German farms, 
as an import company. McCormick, with a 
production plant in Neuss at the Niederrhein, 
was considered to be a local player.

We have fewer local tractor shows during 
the year, and most are on a much smaller 
scale to those in the UK. What’s more, our 
club scene seems much less accessible to 
foreign visitors; it’s more or less a closed-
community thing. So what, you may be 
wondering, remains for tractor-loving holiday 
makers from abroad?

Well, we have a wealth of museums in 
Germany that deal with the history of tractors, 
of farm machinery and of country life. The list 
I’ve compiled here is by no means complete, 
but all the venues included are situated in 
landscapes that are worth a visit in their own 
right. So please be inspired by what’s on 
offer and come and enjoy these fascinating 
attractions soon; you’ll be most welcome!

Traktorenmuseum Westerkappeln
(near Osnabrück)
Situated in a rural region between Bremen 
and Münster, famous for its hills, woodland 
and half-timbered houses.

The museum’s emphasis is on technical 
history of tractor development, particularly 
Lanz, Deutz, Hanomag, from 1922 to 1955. 

westerkappeln.de  
Open: Weekends, April 1st to October 31st       

Deutsches Traktoren – und 
Modellauto – Museum
Situated in the Paderborner Land, an area of 
mainly � at, rural and quiet landscape, with the 
town of Paderborn as a hub of student life.

More than 100 tractors on display (Lanz, 
Hanomag, Deutz, MAN, Porsche, Eicher, 
Schlüter). Europe’s most extensive model 
car exhibition, with more than 10,000 models 
of the Herpa, Wiking, Siku companies.     
Historical � lms.
deutsches-traktorenmuseum.de  
Open: Friday to Sunday, 10am-6pm

Traktor Museum Pauenhof
Situated at the lower Niederhein, between 
Düsseldorf and Amsterdam in the 
Netherlands (both cities worth a visit).

This is the most extensive, specialised 
tractor museum in Germany, with more 
than 400 tractors, combine harvesters and 
other farm implements on display, from                    
1924 onwards.
traktorenmuseum-pauenhof.de
Open: 10am to 6pm

Auto-und Traktor Museum 
Bodensee
Located at the Bodensee (Lake Constance), 
at the south-east corner of Germany’s 
biggest lake, bordering Switzerland and 
Austria; close to the Alps. The capital, 
Konstanz, has a beautiful old town.

This museum celebrates 100 years of 
cars, tractors and motorbikes. There are 
350 vehicles, integrated into a collection of 
items that re� ect the development of city                      
and country life.
traktormuseum.de
Open: May 1st to October 31st,                   
Monday to Sunday, 9.30am to 5.30pm

Technik Museum Sinsheim
This museum is found in a most beautiful 
area of hills, woodland and picturesque 
villages, and is only 15 miles from Heidelberg.

There are hundreds of vintage cars, 
tractors, steam engines, race cars and 

important aeroplanes (including Concorde) 
to be enjoyed. 
autoundtraktor.museum
Open: every day from 9.30am

IFA Museum Nordhausen
Situated on the southern end of the Harz, 
where visitors can � nd the ‘Brocken’ 
There’s also Quedlinburg town, a true 
medieval gem.

The museum contains tractors, engines, 
steam engines and rocket developments, 
all produced by the Eastern German (former 
GDR) IFA Company. Today the museum 
is the home of the company’s historic 
buildings, and guided tours can be booked.
ifa-museum-nordhausen.de
Open: Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
10am-2pm, Thursday, 10am-4pm and 
every 2nd and 4th Saturday of the month,             
10am-4pm.

Motoren-Museum Schleswig-
Holstein
Situated between Hamburg and Lübeck, 
it’s an ideal base for exploring. Lübeck is 
one of the most prominent ‘Hanse’ towns, 
with its famous ‘Innenhöfe’ (gardens 
enclosed by houses, not reachable from the 
streets).

The museum’s emphasis focuses on 
rare and big stationary engines, but there 
are a few tractors also on display (eg Ursus). 
Guided tours only, by appointment.
motoren-museum.com

Museum für Landtechnik und 
Landarbeit
Situated between Hannover and Bielefeld, 
in a rural, hilly area with extensive grassland 
and woods. The museum has the character 
of a country village, reviving the living 
conditions and social life of past centuries. 
There’s wooden and steel agricultural 
machinery on display from different eras, 
plus an extensive tractor collection.
museum-landtechnik.de
Open: April to October, Saturday 2pm-
5pm, Sunday 10am-5pm; also during 
the Niedersachsen holidays on Friday,                
1pm-4.30pm
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REPLACEMENT PANELS & 
PARTS FOR FORD TRACTORS
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REPLACEMENT STEEL PANELS  
FOR FORD AP/LP CAB

We accept all major credit cards
All prices + VAT  
Mobile: 0788 5077168  
Tractor Cab Specialist, N. Ireland
tractorcabspecialists.com
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COUNTY TRACTOR SPARES LTD

Tel: 02380 814340
Email: info@atosborneltd.com

Shelley Lane, Ower, Romsey, Hants, SO51 6ZL

For all your 
County tractor 

spare parts 
requirements
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MIKE’S POCKET 
ROCKET!
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Engine: Ford diesel (T)
Cylinders: 4
Bore x stroke: 4.40in x 4.40in
 (112mm x 112mm)
Rated speed: 2,070rpm
Displacement: 268.1ci (4.4-litre)
Power: 90hp (67.1kW)
Torque: 264lb-ft (358.0Nm)
Drive: 2WD or optional 4WD
Transmission: 16 fwd gears,  8 rev
Hydraulics: Pump � ow: 18.2gpm (68.9lpm)
3-point hitch: 5,666lb
 (2,570kg)
Weight: 8,664 lbs (3929 kg) 
Wheelbase: 87.4in (221cm)
Height: 107.1in (272cm)
Length: 116in (294cm)
Tyres: Front: 13.6x24
 Rear: 18.4x34

FORD 6810 TECH SPECS

Generation III models, like the 6810, 
were popular with farmers, but their 
career was short-lived.

A
s you drive north on the 
A93, past Blairgowrie and 
into the foothills of the 
Highlands, the scenery 

starts to change. Despite the fact 
that I was visiting in late spring, 
there was still plenty of snow on the 
hills. Mike also pointed out a pair 
of rare red kites, as they swooped 
majestically over his back yard.

“I originally came from Fife,                                                       
and moved up here a few years 
back,” he said. “When I was a 
teenager, I served my time as a 
lorry mechanic, and worked for a 
company that specialised in cattle 

Bob Weir went to the Scottish Highlands to 
meet Mike Aitken and � nd out more about                      
his superb, Ford 6810 tractor
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ME AND MY TRACTOR

BELOW:  Many Generation III tractors 
are still working hard today, both in the 
UK and overseas.

� oats. Fife is mainly a rural community 
with many livestock farms, and these 
specialist trucks were very popular. 
Unfortunately, as modern commercial 
vehicles became more reliable, the 
job got a bit tedious. I seemed to 
spend most of my day just checking 
brakes and changing tyres. In the 
end, I decided I’d had enough, and 
ended up switching to Land Rovers.”

Much in demand
Fortunately, Mike had been working on 
Land Rovers in his spare time for many 
years, and knew the older models 
inside out. Having taken the plunge, he 
soon built up a thriving business, and 
his services were in great demand. 

“The company grew very quickly, 
and I ended up having to � nd new 
premises in Ladybank,” he recalls. 
“Jobs were coming in thick and fast, 
and I was working around the clock.”

It was also at about this time that 

RIGHT:  Mike Aitken has been 
delighted with his 1990 Ford 6810; it’s 
an ideal machine for his varied needs.
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Mike and his wife, Donna, decided 
they wanted to leave Fife, and move 
up to the Highlands. “We owned 
a couple of horses, and needed 
more land,” he explained. “We spent 
some time trawling around the 
estate agents, until we eventually 
found our current property, which 
is in the village of Kirkmichael, near 
Bridge of Cally. We could tell straight 
away that the move was going to 
be a big challenge; the old farm 
buildings were in a near derelict 
condition, and it was obvious from 
the start that the property would 
need a complete make-over.”

Because of the pressures 
associated with running his business, 

Mike realised that the work needed 
on the farm could only be tackled 
at the weekends. “Having come to 
our decision, we quickly settled into 
a routine,” he recalls. “I would travel 
up from Fife every Friday afternoon, 
and work on the farm all weekend. I 
would then drive back to Fife to get 
myself ready for Monday morning. 
Fortunately, I’ve always been handy 
with tools, and was up to the task. It 
was a time-consuming and demanding 
project, but we got there in the end.”

Stress-buster
By this time, Mike had also decided 
that he’d had enough of the stress 
of running a business. Once he had 
moved up north, he was also facing 
a long commute into work. “It was 
a fair old trek, especially during the 
winter,” he told me. “I talked things 
over with Donna, and the decision 
was made to let my colleague take 
over the business. The plan was 
that I’d revert to working part-time. 
Fortunately, I still have plenty of 
Land Rovers to keep me busy, and 
there’s also the land to manage.”

Although Mike’s holding isn’t 
a working farm in the traditional 
sense, there are still plenty of jobs to 
keep him occupied. “This is where 
my pocket rocket really comes in 
handy!,” he said. “Like many lads 
growing up in Fife, I learned to 
drive a tractor from an early age. 
There were a lot of smallholdings 
in the county, and most of them 
owned a tractor of some sort. 

“Fordsons were particularly 
popular, and I remember seeing lots 
of Dextas and Majors. But, as the 
older machines were phased out, 
the farms got larger and the tractors 
much bigger in size. Ford tractors 
still seemed to be a favourite with 
the local farmers, and I’ve always 
found them to be very reliable.”

Mike’s tractor was registered 

RIGHT:  The four-cylinder engine 
that powers the 6810 hits the sweet 
spot for both power output and fuel 

LEFT:  The 6810’s cab was in very good 
condition for a 25-year-old tractor.
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in 1990. During the time he was 
running his business in Ladybank, 
a lot of his customers were local 
farmers. In between talking about 
Land Rovers, tractors often came 
up in the conversation. Mike 
learned to keep his eyes peeled, 
and was always on the look-out 
for a tempting tractor bargain! 

Working duties
“Although I don’t do traditional 
farming, I carry out a bit of logging,” 
he explained. “There’s also a lot of 
pasture on the property, which I rent 
out to a local farmer for grazing his 
sheep. Throw in a bit of silage- and 
hay-making, and that’s enough 
to keep a tractor occupied.”

Mike has built up a small sideline 
harvesting wood, and this is where 
the 6810 really comes in handy. “I 
already had a model 4630, but that 
tractor wasn’t really up to the job,” 
he said. “I’d gone out and bought 
myself a processor to help with the 
timber. The 4630 could handle the 
machinery OK, but it was too light 
to lug around stacks of wood.

“I heard about the 6810 when 
I was still working at Ladybank. 
The tractor is local to Fife, and I’d 
known the family for years. They 

had owned the machine from new, 
and used it on their farm. When the 
time came to buy a new tractor, 
they decided to sell-on the Ford, 
and I couldn’t resist. I could tell 
straight away that it had been very 
well looked after, plus there were 
only 9,000 hours on the clock.

“The tractor has a comparatively 
easy life in Kirkmichael, and is only 
out and about a couple of days a 
week. I use it mainly for helping 
me with the logging. It’s ideal 
for hauling around my eight-foot 
topper, and I also have an eight-
ton trailer for handling the wood. 
The tractor is easy to drive, and 
there’s plenty of power on tap. The 
cab was in good condition when I 
acquired the machine, and all-round 

ABOVE:  The 6810 was a popular, 
Jack-of-all-trades machine; its 
versatility was very appealing to 
farmers.

�Fordsons were 
particularly popular, and 
I remember seeing lots of 
Dextas and Majors �








































































