
Story of Twose tanker Overalls from the past MF 6475 user’s report 

Tractor TTrradadeerr FREE CLASSIFIED ADS
April 2021  £4.30April 2021  £4.30

TH
E

N0.1
BES

T 
SE

LL
ER

ADDING VALUE
INVESTMENT IN A
DEERE FLEET
PAYS OFF! 

CUSTOM-BUILT BY SPECIALIST
UNIQUE LEYLAND!

V8 MASSEYS
DRIVEN!

IMPRESSIONS
OF MF 1155,
1800 & 1805

DRIVING FERGIES
FOR 50 YEARS 
OPERATOR GIVES
HIS OPINIONS ON
20 MF TRACTORS

FENDT 
STUDY

FAVORIT
600 SERIES

VIEWS 

SUPER FORD 
Minter goes back on the beet  



Itís time to celebrate the special women in our lives who have shaped who we are today.
Tell us why your mum is an MF Super Mum, our favourite entries will receive a  
set of MF 10+ mugs.

FROM MASSEY FERGUSON
A world of experience. Working with you.

WWW.MASSEYFERGUSON.COM 

HAPPY MOTHERíS DAY!

o we areeee today.

We have 10 sets to give away, email us at AGCOParts@agcocorp.com and tell us tell us 
why your mum is an MF Super Mum and you could be in with a chance to win.
Terms and Conditions: The promoter is AGCO Ltd. Abbey Park, Stoneleigh, Coventry, CV8 2TQ.  
The competition will run from 26th February until 19th March 2021 inclusive.  No purchase necessary.  
Full terms and conditions can be found at: http://agcoparts.info/competition-termsandconditions

Buy your genuine Massey Ferguson 20 litre lubricants in the 
month of March and stand a chance to WIN! 
        Refer to the drum for a sticker detailing how to enter the competition. 

           Speak to your local Massey Ferguson Dealer Today.
                        Terms & Conditions Apply. 

Buy your genuine Massey Ferguson 20 litre lu
month of March and stand a chance to WIN!
        Refer rrr to the drum for a sticker detailing hohhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh w to enter

               Speak to your local Massey Fergusoooooooooooooooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn Dea
                   Terms & Conditions Apply.

© AGCO Limited 2021. AGCO Parts provides worldwide 
genuine support to all AGCO machinery brands.
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There’s no excuse now for not 
documenting the history of your farm, 
your family and your machines.
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THERE ARE SOME remarkably knowledgeable people in the farming community. 
Spend time talking to the older generation and you will learn a tremendous amount 
about the past and especially the equipment that has been used in our industry over 
the years. Sadly, we’ve just lost a person who was always more than willing to spend time sharing his vast 
knowledge with others.   

It was great sadness that we report that Robert Crawford, the doyen of the Marshall world, passed away 
on 1 February following a long illness. He was known throughout the world for his enthusiasm for not only 
his beloved Marshalls (those in Brunswick Green as well as the later Harvest Gold variety from the 1980s), 
but also Track Marshalls, Fowlers and many other British brands. He was, quite simply, ‘The Marshall Man’, 
and usually the first person who Marshall and Track Marshall owners turned to whenever they wanted 
a machine, a part or some advice. His family’s yard at Frithville, near Boston, in Lincolnshire was a mecca 
for Marshall enthusiasts. He was, as his friend Peter Longfoot says, a pioneer of the vintage preservation 
world, a true gentleman and simply irreplaceable. He was a friend to CLASSIC TRACTOR and we send our 
condolences to his family at this sad time. 

Turning to the current pandemic situation, hardly a day goes by without an agricultural event being 
cancelled due to the ongoing uncertainty. So, apart from work, what else is there to do this spring and 
summer in the absence of being able to attend some of these events, not to mention other social and club 
gatherings? Rather than getting stuck in a rut and bemoaning what has been lost, how about turning it 
around and focusing on what can be gained from having a little extra time to spare?  

Workshop jobs can be done, projects started and completed, maintenance brought up to date, buildings 
improved and history documented. Yes, there’s no excuse now for not documenting the history of your farm, 
your family and your machines. Once written down, there’s less chance of that history being lost. 

Just imagine being able to look back at this period in the future and feeling a sense of pride at what 
you’ve achieved on a personal and work level. The message is: think positive and don’t allow this time to 
be a complete write-off. 

     Rory Day
Editor: editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk   Website: Classictractormagazine.co.uk

*UK only by direct debit
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THE SELF-PROPELLED slurry tanker 

market has always been a specialised area 

and one that�s traditionally been dominated by 

a handful of manufacturers from mainland Europe, 

some of which currently offer machines with tank sizes 

up to an impressive 32,000 litres. It may therefore 

come as a surprise to discover that a small British 

manufacturer, Twose of Tiverton, in Devon, was one of 

the first companies to offer a twin-axle, pivot-steered, 

self-propelled tanker, purpose-built for waste disposal.    

�The Vibraject concept was first mooted in 

response to a proposed EU directive banning the 

dumping of sewage at sea in the late 1970s,� explains 

former Twose employee and development engineer 

Marcus Frankpitt. �At the time it was felt that the 

most viable alternative would be the spreading of 

huge volumes of raw sewage or slurry on farmland, 

which created a new set of problems.� 

With an understanding of this new directive, 

Marcus and his colleagues Graham Mitchell and 

Trevor Folland joined forces and began putting 

together a design concept for a proposed high-

capacity tanker. Although Twose had no experience 

of manufacturing a self-propelled machine, the team 

were confident they could find a solution in this very 

unknown territory.

Concept stage 
The initial hurdle that had to be overcome related to 

the application of the slurry/waste, rather the design 

of the tanker itself. From the outset, the injection of 

waste material into the ground was considered to be 

one of the best solutions due to a number of factors, 

including reduced surface run-off, odour and spoilage. 

Fathoming out how best to carry out the injection 

process was the hard part, with experiments having 

to be carried out in a specific way. 

�Part of my physics �A� level was to measure the 

effect of vibration on draft requirements of earth 

working implements,� explains Marcus. �Using 

some fairly rudimentary equipment it soon became 

apparent that with the right frequency and amplitude, 

substantial reductions in draft were achievable.�

Following this early research, the group began 

to explore the potential of using vibrating tines in 

an injection system dubbed �Vibraject�. The plan was 

for the tines to inject waste up to 30cm below the 

surface at high application rates. Importance was also 

placed on minimising the disturbance of the surface, 

ensuring that the waste material was �enclosed� 

below ground to limit the impact of odour and surface 

contamination, as well as considering the absorption 

Twose is best known for its range of implements, but back in the late 

1970s and early 80s the Devon firm took the bold step of developing 

a purpose-built self-propelled tanker � the Vibraject. Howard Sherren 

has been delving into the history of this fascinating product and finding 

out what became of the handful of Vibrajects that were produced. 

Above: The prototype Vibraject was based 

on an articulated Massey Ferguson 1250 

skid unit. It was dismantled after the initial 

testing work was completed, however, it 

did appear in promotional material, mainly 

to gauge interest in the concept.

Below: This early Twose Vibraject was 

owned by David Pimlott, a pig farmer from 

Clay Hall Farm, Great Witchingham, Norfolk. 

The whereabouts of his old machine is 

currently unknown. Photo: Twose.
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50070
Water Pump

£74.99

50147
Water Pump

£89.99

5332
Radiator
£249.00

9036
Fan Belt (10mm x 1150mm)

£4.04

5291
Radiator
£175.00

5327
Radiator
£140.00

6092
Radiator Cap

£4.50

6114
Water Pump

£120.00

8366
Engine Overhaul Kit

(Ford BSD444T)
£325.00

6316
Oil Pump
£192.00

6318
Water Pump (With A/C)

£108.00 50601
Starter Motor

£115.00

1300
Water Pump and Pulley

£44.99 6270
Water Pump

£34.99
6109

Water Pump
£110.00

FSK623
Filter Service Kit

£63.00

7298
Fuel Injector

£49.99

8797
Track Rod End

£75.00 6317
Oil Pump
£92.00

50347
Fuel Filter (Spin On)

£8.50

7339
Cylinder Head

£199.00 7570
Rocker Assembly 

(4 Cylinder)
£68.00

8383
Head Gasket Set 
(Perkins A4.318)

£29.99

1918
Foot Throttle Cable 

(2310mm)
£16.64

20301
Turbocharger

£339.00
50485

Alternator (90 Amps)
£165.00

8222
Fuel Pump (Primer)

£45.00

5405
Heater Plug

£9.90

8700
Oil Pump
£40.00

7376
Short Engine 

A4.248 (Lip Seal)
£1,199.00

8379
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(A4.318 Engine)
£249.99

50465
Starter Motor

£105.00

FORD 7610 FORD TW NEW HOLLAND 
6640

MF698MF590MF390 MF3080

2248
Wheel Rim (8.00 x 16)

£45.00

6031
Hydraulic Pump 

(Dynamatic)
£274.01

1932
Foot Throttle Cable (990mm)

£19.99

2739
Front Grille

£220.00

5465
Stop Control Knob

£3.50

8673
Balancer Frame (6 Hole)

£299.00 8709
Oil Pump
£75.00

50264
Thermostat Housing Gasket

£3.99

6065
Power Steering Pump 

(Dynamatic)
£296.83

8791
Track Rod Assembly

£86.00

50228
Wiper Blade (20" / 510mm)

£3.99

3225
Silencer
£68.00

1961
Engine Stop Cable (960mm)

£9.99

FSK604
Filter Service Kit

£57.25

1908
Handbrake Cable (1405mm)

£22.641998
Levelling Box

£115.00

54062
Headlight (RH/LH) - LH Dip

£15.00

92015
Clutch Kit (With Bearings)

£219.00

12217
Cab Glass 

(Lower Rear Window)
£42.04

54003
Rear Lamp - Long (Pair)

£35.00

7194
Power Steering Pump

£149.99

8671
Injection Pump

£349.00

4719
Hydraulic Pump

£195.008704
Ford 7610 Force II Decal Set

£34.99

FSK716
Filter Service Kit

£99.00

5497
Brake Master Cylinder

£99.00

15060
Gas Stay - Door
(215mm Length)

£8.49

1915
Clutch Control Cable  
(434mm / 692mm)

£44.00

58640
Axle Housing (RH)

£225.00

30000
Exhaust Elbow

£64.00

6342
Seal Kit (Orbital Unit)

£16.508178
Guard Assembly Shield

£25.00

50488
Bottom Gasket Set

£28.00

8388
Drop Arm Assembly (LH)

£87.50

15032
Cab Handle 

(Outer RH & LH Lockable)
£23.90

50475
Hitch Pick Up Cable

(745mm length)
£29.00

4239
Levelling Box

£79.20

3896
Silencer Vertical Oval

£79.00

50453
Alternator (70 Amps), 

2 Bolt Fitting, 
Pulley Ø 90mm

£88.00

20007
Grille (With Light Holes)

£42.00

50349
Fuel Sender Unit

£30.00

42002
Heavy Duty Top Link 

(Cat. 2/28mm) 
with Knuckle & Hook Ends

£150.00

15034
Cab Handle (Inner LH)

£50.36

2110
Front Grille

(650mm Short Version)
£59.00

4047
Check Chain Assembly

£19.00

5270
Starter Motor

£89.99

50277
Fuel Pump

£25.00

6847 / 6848
Head Light LH / Head Light RH

£18.00

332001310
Clutch Main Plate

£230.00

1590
Inner Air Filter

£36.00

5080
MF390 Decal Set

£15.00

2504
Frame (Rear Window)

£98.00

5984
Brake Slave Cylinder

£38.00

50446
Fuel Cap
£12.75

54008
Front Light - Pair 
(Super Q Cab)

£29.00

2493
Door Frame (LH)

£175.00
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6118
Water Pump Assembly

(Gear Driven)
£115.00

7602
Radiator
£219.99

8706
Water Pump

£55.00

FSK527
Filter Service Kit

£74.50

1416
Water Pump

£189.00

53185
Head Gasket Set

£34.99

8528
Water Pump

£47.50

8714
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(D358 Engine)
£330.00

55023
Fuel Lift Pump

£62.00

8799
Engine Overhaul Kit - 

Perkins 1006.6 (Blue Engine)
£390.00

8800
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(D246 Engine)
£230.00

8705
Oil Pump
£145.00

50415
Track Rod End

£37.40

1442
Piston, Pin & Clips

£34.99

1350
Oil Pump
£62.00

8712
Oil Pump
£135.00

FSK520
Filter Service Kit

£44.50

370003510
Damper
£410.00

FSK625
Filter Service Kit

£65.10

55014
Fuel Lift Pump

£24.00

55024
Fuel Lift Pump

£24.99

50813
Brake Master Cylinder

£119.00

8494
Fuel Filter

£12.75

50277
Fuel Pump

£25.00

8010
Track Rod End

£21.00

8708
Exhaust Elbow

£55.00

50810
Brake Valve Booster

£395.00

1510
Fuel Injector

£30.00

1930
Hand Throttle Cable (940mm)

£18.88

2537
Power Steering 

Cylinder Assembly
£190.00

50471
Starter Motor

£135.00

2545
Blower Switch

£25.00

3224
Silencer Pipe

£24.00

6790
Starter Motor

£119.00

C0239
Clutch Main Plate

£92.50

50443
Fuel Cap Lockable

£11.75

50526
Steering Joint (LH/RH)

£28.00

9038
Alternator (45 Amps) 

£59.00

6027
Hydraulic Pump

£190.00

1549
Orbital Steering Unit

£210.00

6867
Orbital Steering Unit

£199.00

8378
Brake Disc (Friction)

£29.50

10677
XL Series Floor Mat (6 Cylinder)

£178.50

50452
Alternator (70 Amps)

£97.50

9139
Rubber Boot (Gear Lever)

£3.90

1965
Hitch Pick Up Cable (1780mm)

£48.60

6040
Hydraulic Pump (Dynamatic)

£178.95

1980
Badge (Front Grille)

£9.00

5268
Starter Motor

£115.00

54013
Headlight (Pair)

£54.99

9910
John Deere 50 Series Decal Set

£34.50

633112910
Clutch Kit (With Bearings)

£495.00

92084
Rear Window Hinge
*Fits Super Q Cab only*
£89.00

TM SERIES DECAL SETS

SUPER Q CAB WINDOW HINGE

80277
TM115 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80278
TM120 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80279
TM120 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80280
TM125 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80281
TM130 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80282
TM130 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80283
TM135 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80284
TM140 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80285
TM140 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80286
TM150 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80287
TM155 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80288
TM155 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80289
TM165 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80290
TM175 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80291
TM175 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80292
TM190 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00
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THE FLEET operated by Alun Lloyd, a farmer 
and contractor from Powys in Wales, is a great 
example of how what is essentially a one-

man band operation can, with a carefully considered 
approach to machinery purchases, make life easier, 
save time at busier periods of the year and keep the 
age-old enemy of depreciation very firmly in check.       

Alun and his wife Claire live on the farm where 
he grew up, just inside the Welsh border. The farming 
side of their business is a relatively low-maintenance 
grass-based system, with around 30 head of beef cattle, 
usually continentals, being kept through the winter, and 
100 spring lambing ewes. The Jones family’s history on 
the farm dates back to just after the Second World War. 
Alun’s father, Trevor, worked for the War Agricultural 
Executive (War Ag) Committees and lived in the next 
village. He heard on the grapevine that the holding was 
becoming available and put in an application. After 

Fleet Profile    

There’s nothing unusual about 
a fleet of five tractors, but what 
makes the solitary Leyland and 
four John Deeres owned by Welsh 
farmer and contractor Alun Lloyd  
unusual is that they are all virtually 
immune from deprecation. Ken 
Topham caught up with John Deere 
enthusiast Alun and his tractors 
twice last year, firstly during the 
hay making season and then 
again when hedge cutting was 
taking priority.  

the war, when the War Ag organisation began to be 
disbanded, Trevor started his own contracting business 
in addition to running the family farm, but it wasn’t 
until 1968 that he bought his first new tractor – an IH 
McCormick 434, costing £875.

Today, the farm’s 72 acres are utilised for grazing 
and the production of hay. Alun feeds the latter crop to 
his own stock and also sells some to other farmers. The 
2ft x 3ft four-string bales of hay contain nice manageable 
wads and are ideal for livery customers, says Alun, 
as well as being easy to handle and store at home. 

Hay making is only part of the work mix. There’s 
always plenty of work for Alun and his machinery, 
including around 550 hours a year of hedge cutting 
for farming and equestrian customers. Because of the 
importance of this operation and the number of hours 
it accounts for, the hedge cutter, currently a McConnel 
PA 6570, is always the freshest machine on books. 
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Above: Dedicated John Deere man Alun 
Lloyd relies on four of the company’s 

modern classics in his farming and 
contracting business in Powys. 

Alun Lloyd



Any spare gaps in Alun’s work diary are occupied with 
fencing jobs. 

When it comes to making the best use of his 
tractors, Alun is in the perma-pin camp, with implements 
remaining on each of his tractors for lengthy periods. 
Unhitching them is a seasonal job rather than a daily 
or weekly one. 

“You can’t drive ‘em all at once,” concedes Alan, in 
a way that suggests he would like to, “but you can have 
them ready to go.”

It’s only relatively recently that Alan has moved up 
to four main tractors. Previously he ran just two – a John 

Alun Lloyd has been running John Deeres 
since the arrival of a new 2040 back in 1983. 
His current line-up consists of, from left, 
a 2850, 6410 SE, 6430 Premium and 6610. 

Deere 6610 and a 6430 – plus a smaller machine that 
could access his sheds at mucking out time. But in the 
last few years, the obvious enjoyment that Alun gets 
from working with John Deeres led to him acquiring two 
four-pot gems. 

“It’s more of a summer thing really,” he says. 
“I make hay and haylage, and swapping implements 
is a hassle. When you’re on your own most of the time 
it slows the job down. We seem to get much shorter 
weather windows these days, so being able to jump 
from one job to another is an advantage.”

Working mostly within a 5-6 mile radius from home 
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means that running tractors with 30pkh transmissions 
doesn’t really hamper progress, although there is only 
one of these in Alun’s Deere line-up (2850). The local 
roads don’t lend themselves to high-speed tractors 
anyway. Creature comforts have come a long way since 
the 1980s and 90s though, and like most people, Alun 
will take a tractor with front suspension over one without. 
But that’s not to say the older tractors get neglected.

The first John Deere came to the farm in 1983. 
Alun’s father had taken a shine to the brand and 
traded-in a Massey Ferguson 165 for a new John Deere 
2040 with OPU cab. The cost to change was £6500. 

Alun Lloyd spends over 500 hours a year cutting hedges with his 
2000 John Deere 6610SE and McConnel PA 6570T trimmer. The 6610 

had done just over 3000 hours when Alun bought it in 2003 and that 
figure has now risen to 17,270 hours. 
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Left: Tedding hay with a 6.4m Kuhn 
Gyrotedder GF 642 is one of the main summer 
jobs for the Lloyds’ exceptionally clean and 
tidy H-registered 1991 John Deere 2850.

Top right: Extra lighting is one of Alun’s 
favourite modifications. His John Deere 6610

 has LED work lights and additional high-level 
tail lights.

Above right: The John Deere 6010 Series 
models have been upgraded with LED work 

lights. Alun has found that some of the 
retro-fit lights interfere with the radio.

Right: The cab of the 2002 John Deere 6410SE
 is a nice workplace with air-conditioning, 

a good view and simple controls that don’t 
baffle temporary drivers.

John Deere 6610
When looking at Alun’s tractors on a model-by-
model basis, it seemed to make sense to start with 
the one which clocks-up the most hours each year 
– a John Deere 6610. This is the tractor he uses 
for hedge cutting, or hedge brushing as he calls it, 
and it’s the tractor with the highest clock reading 
(17,270). 

Hedge cutting is an operation that has always 
been a staple of Alun’s contracting life, and he still 
remembers the telling-off he got from his father 
after his first hedge brushing outing, when he 
could just reach the tractor pedals. He decided to 
have a go with the farm’s IH McCormick 434 and 
a Twose mid-mounted fingerbar hedge trimmer. 
It ended in a breakage and a ticking off from 
his father. 

The John Deere 6610 that Alun uses for trimming 
work replaced a tractor that he considers to have 
been the best he has ever owned – a John Deere 
3350. The 6610 is no spring chicken, having 17,270 
hours on the clock, but Alun keeps it tight. 

“Hedge brushing does knock the condition 
of tractors,” he admits. “It’s not hard work, but 
you have to keep doing a bit on the cosmetic 
side. The nearside wing is rusted through, and the 
steps have given up too. I’ve got a new wing and 
steps for the nearside, which I’ll fit when I finish 
brushing.”

The ‘good’ side of the 6610 barely shows its 
age or hours. The tractor has received a couple 
of upgrades during its time with Alun. He has 

equipped it with LED work lights, which have since 
caused interference with the radio, so he advises 
checking on that before upgrading, and fitted 
600mm-wide tyres.

When it joined him as a three-year-old tractor 
in 2003, the 6610 had done 3200 hours. Originally, 
it was his frontline tractor, but recent acquisitions 
have enabled Alun to leave it on his McConnel PA 
6570T trimmer, which is mounted via axle brackets. 
This late 6010 Series model has a left-hand shuttle, 
and not having to take a hand off the wheel to 
change direction is a huge advantage for trimming 
duties, notes Alun. 

Over the years it has been a very economical 
tractor, needing just three water pumps and, recently, 
a clutch cable.

“It has been very reliable,” says Alun. “It’s 
never had a head gasket, even though it’s been 
warm a couple of times when the water pumps 
have gone. I think I may be on borrowed time with 
repairs, but this tractor owes me nothing so it will 
get what it needs.” 

John Deere 6410SE
Alun’s late-model 2002 John Deere 6410SE, one 
of his ‘extra tractors’, replaced a John Deere 1640. 
It spends the winter bedding livestock, mostly 
living around the yard until the grass season comes 
around. Alun has added LED work lights and an 
electric diverter to provide a third service, which is 
used for width adjustment of his Krone rake. The 
6410SE’s main summer duties are raking grass and 
tedding, and if there are any jobs outside his usual 
working radius, Alun tends to take this tractor, 
as its 40kph transmission has an edge over his John 
Deere 2850 with its 30kph ‘box.

Alun is a fan of the SE’s largely mechanical 
simplicity. When he does need an extra pair of hands 
to help out, he knows he can put just about anyone 
in the seat of the 6410SE.  

“The beauty of the 6410SE is that it’s simple 
to drive, yet it still has a nice transmission and air 
conditioning,” he explains, “No-one has complained 
about spending a day in this tractor yet.” 

The Lloyd fleet
Model Year Hours
Leyland 270 1974 5800

John Deere 2850 1991 8400 

John Deere 6410SE 2002 8350 

John Deere 6610 2000 17,270 

John Deere 6430 2008 7250 
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Below: The farm’s 1991 John Deere 2850, 
which Alun has equipped with a Quicke 
3360US telescopic loader, is a useful 
back-up materials handler. 

Left and inset: Alun’s John Deere 6430 
Premium, a 2008 model with 7250 hours 
clocked, working in 2020 with his 1993 New 
Holland D1000 baler. The baler might be 28 
years old, but it is still reliable and its control 
panel, inset, is accurate and has plenty of 
functionality.

This late-model 2002 John Deere 6410SE, now with 
8350 hours clocked, joined the Lloyd fleet a couple 
of years ago. The Krone Swadro TC640 rake was 
purchased new in 2019. 

John Deere 6430 Premium
Alun’s newest and most powerful tractor, pipping 
his 6610 on paper, is his John Deere 6430 Premium 
equipped with a John Deere 633 front loader. The 
6430 Premium replaced a 6210SE that Alun had 
owned from new. 

It’s fair to say that Alun has a love/hate 
relationship with his 6430. “It’s a nice tractor to drive, 
its gusty and thanks to its TLS front suspension, which 
none of my other tractors have, its very comfortable,” 
he says. “On the downside, when it has an electrical 
problem, it gives the whole tractor a problem. It’s 
always something small, but it’s very frustrating 
because I can’t fix it myself.” 

Even so, the 6430 is still Alun’s go-to tractor for 
most jobs, other than hedge cutting. “I use it for 
taking cattle to and from market and also delivering 
bales. It’s a good field tractor, too. I use it on my 
big baler, which it handles well. I have threatened 
to swap it for a 6910, but I’ve always got over the 
urge, or there’s never been a 6910 that I would like 
available at the time, but it’s been a close shave.”

Threats aside, Alun’s 6430 has clocked quite 
a few hours since he bought it in 2011, when it was 
on 4000 hours. The four-cylinder turbo model is the 
perfect match for the 1993 New Holland D1000 baler 
that Alun uses for his own grass and the hay and 
haylage he makes for customers.   

“The D1000 isn’t the fastest, but it suits my 
operation,” he explains. “It’s easy to handle on banks 
too. Later balers seem to be much heavier, which 
would mean a bigger tractor if I updated the baler.”

John Deere 2850
The other ‘extra’ tractor in this fleet is a John Deere 
2850. Alun’s H-registration example has an SG2 
cab, Hi-Lift rear linkage and a 30kph transmission. 
A Quicke 3360US front loader was fitted to add a bit 
of versatility around the yard. “I like having a spare 
loader tractor,” explains Alun. “It’s handy when you’re 
on your own to be able to unload bales in the yard 
without unhitching trailers and it saves lots of time.”

The 2850 has recently received a new cab 
interior cladding kit. “It was a tricky job,” says 
Alun, “and you don’t get any second chances. 
Once you put the glue on, you have to place the 
cladding spot on. It has improved the interior 
nicely. The seat is still a bit tatty, but some new 
cushions will sort that.” 

The 2850 has also had Alun’s American style-
lighting modification. He’s added an extra set of 
tail lights to the cab top as it adds a bit of safety 
when his tractor is carrying implements that don’t 
have lights. Alun has painted a few bits of the tin 
work and the rear wings have been repaired and 
re-sprayed. A set of front fenders were made using 
some spare steel and a set of old skins from the 
6410, which received a fresh set.  

“You forget how much muck flicks up on a four-
wheel drive, but after pricing up a new set of fenders 
I decided to make my own,” he says. 



Above: A new cladding kit has really 
freshened up the interior of the SG2 cab on 

the John Deere 2850.
Left: It’s all hands on deck during the hay 
making season. Here, Alun’s 1974 Leyland 

270 and its Quicke loader help out with bale 
stacking, before the rain arrives. 
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Leyland 270
The final tractor in the fleet, a 1974 Leyland 270, 

is also the oldest. Its safety cab was the big attraction 
for Alun, after the IH McCormick 434 from his father’s 
days became tired. It needed a fair bit of work and he 
decided to move it on. The Leyland has now been on 
the farm for about 14 years.

“It’s a handy tractor as the top of the cab comes 
off, which makes it ideal for going into my sheds,” 
he says. “You can see all around you when you’re in 
a tight space.”

Alun also has some customers who buy 
a handful of bales off the field, and because the 

Past classics Personal preferences
BEST TRACTOR When asked to name his best 
tractor, Alun didn’t have to think for very long. 
“The John Deere 3350 I had was the best tractor 
I’ve owned so far,” he says without hesitation. 
“It was a cracker – reliable, economical and it 
looked and sounded good too.” 
Alun’s 3350 had 10,500 hours on the clock when it 
was replaced by his current 6610 in 2003. Although 
he admits the 6610 comes an extremely close 
second place to the 50 Series, Alun knows where 
his old 3350 is and he says he would be interested 
in buying it back away if it ever came up for sale. 
WORST TRACTOR It comes as no surprise that 
Alun’s his least favourite tractor is his John Deere 
6430. “It’s not a bad tractor when it’s going well,” 
he admits. “I really like driving it, but all too often 
there is some niggle with the electrics which 
involves a call out to someone with a laptop. The 
most annoying thing is that a fault on one switch 
will cause the whole tractor to act up, and you can’t 
make sense of anything.” Despite this, Alun has 
put more than 3000 hours on his 6430 during his 
nine years of ownership, and he clearly still enjoys 
driving the nimble and potent four-cylinder model. 
DREAM TRACTOR A modern classic John Deere 
6910 would be Alun’s choice of dream machine. 
LIke a great many others, he feels that John Deere 
peaked when it brought the 6910 to market. “I’ve 
looked at a few of them,” he says. “They are 
a super machine, comfortable and have just the 
right level of electronics. The only thing I can’t 
get my head around is swapping something like 
my 6430 for an older and probably more costly 
tractor.” A John Deere 6420 at the right price 
would not be out of the question. The 6020 Series 
isn’t as complex as the 6030 Series and a 6420 
would give Alun a nice set of four-pot models. 

The farm’s original hedge cutting outfit 
consisted of an IH McCormick 434 with a Twose 
mid-mounted finger-bar hedge trimmer.

A young Alun with his father’s newly-acquired 
MF 165 in 1972. It was supplied by the Oswestry 
branch of MF dealer Shukers. 

This Fordson Major Diesel was traded in 
1972 for a second-hand Massey Ferguson 165 
equipped with a canvas weather cab.

This John Deere 3350 remains Alun’s all-time 
favourite. It is still working locally and he 
would like to buy it back one day. 

Leyland is a simple machine, it can be operated 
by just about anyone who’s ever driven a tractor 
before. Everything works fine, including the power 
steering and brakes. 

Having more tractors than he can use at one time 
means the hours get shared between them and having 
one or two extra machines to allow implements to 
remain hitched-up saves valuable time in this one-
man operation. As with many classic fleets, most 
of Alun’s tractors have either stopped depreciating 
or are doing so at a glacial rate, or they are going 
the other way. What better way to run a business – 
with tractors that go up in value the older they get, 
and which you enjoy driving. 
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Farming Diary  

Members of the Suffolk Bunch, 
the Suffolk-based group of modern 
classic machinery enthusiasts 
we have been following during 
the past year, have had plenty to 
keep them occupied during the 
depths of winter. Chris Lockwood 
introduces us to some new tractor 
arrivals in the group, reports on 
some winter ploughing that took 
place in challenging conditions 
and talks to members about their 
past drives. 
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PASSION 
FOR THE PAST 

Classic Companions

ALTHOUGH ANGUS HAMILTON  had 
caught up with his own land work at Rosery 
Farm before Christmas, a succession of frosty 

mornings in late January saw him busy helping a friend 
to plough some ex-sugar beet land using his 190hp John 
Deere 4755. Suffolk Bunch member Jonathan Tunmore 
joined him on the coldest morning with his Fendt Xylon 
524, with the two modern classics making for a rather 
unconventional scene as they went to work alongside 
the host farm’s own John Deere 6930.    

“It was heavy land on a hill,” explains Angus. 
“Conditions were tough and we couldn’t pull uphill and 
make a nice job, so we slipped it and only ploughed 
down the slope. I took my John Deere 4755 because 
of its power and weight and it handled the plough 
well, especially considering the conditions. Despite 
its 650/75R38 rear tyres – unfortunately, I hadn’t got 
anything ready on narrower tyres and it was a case of 

needs must – the work matched up surprisingly well. 
I took my five-furrow plough with 12in furrows as it was 
the easiest to pull and with its narrower furrow width it 
does a better job in tough conditions. 

“It was nice to get back on the seat when there 
wasn’t much else going on, but I’m glad that we haven’t 
got any more to plough after sugar beet as following 
such bad weather it was hard going,” he adds. 

His ploughing partner Jonathan Tunmore was 
satisfied with the performance of his Fendt Xylon. 
“It has brand new tyres and the tallest front wheels of 
all my tractors, and this helped traction,” he explains. 
“I would have preferred narrower tyres, but it went 
well enough, getting up to about 6kph. It was kicking 
out a reassuringly 1990s amount of smoke when 
pulling away, which was nice to see. The little Lemken 
plough was rusty which didn’t help, and it was also 
a bit too light, but in these conditions you’re better 

off using a smaller plough and getting on well than 
struggling for grip with a larger one. 

“The slope went against us, and by slipping back 
up the field you jam down the land you’re then about 
to plough,” notes Jonathan. “If you could have hovered 
back up it would have been alright!  At the end of the 
day, it was steel track crawler territory really.” 

Top: Suffolk Bunch members Angus 
Hamilton, right, and Jonathan Tunmore, 
left, joined forces with Freddie Steward to 
plough some sticky sugar beet land on his 
family’s local farm. 
Above and below: A frosty morning in late 
January saw Angus Hamilton (John Deere 
4755) and Jonathan Tunmore (Fendt Xylon 
524) helping local farmer friend Peter 
Steward and his John Deere 6930, driven by 
his son Freddie, to plough some challenging 
sugar beet land.  
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just adds more wearing parts. This one just happened 
to appear at Robert Wraight’s in Kent and looked good, 
so I rang him and did a deal. It’s very tidy for its age 
and I’m very pleased with it.

“It’s on wide tyres at the moment,” he adds. “They 
will be ideal for working on stubble and top work, but 
I plan to set it up with a narrower set as well, so that 
I’ve got an option for ploughing in-furrow. I’ve already 
got some 20.8R42 rears, but I am looking for some 
16.9R28 wheels for the front. Being a French import it’s 
also lacking a pick-up hitch, so I would like to find one 
if anyone has one available. Admittedly, something will 
have to go to make way for the new tractor, and at the 
moment I’m unsure which one to sell. I’m hoping that 
the 8770 will remain at Rosery Farm for several years.”

When I did do some ploughing, which wasn’t very 
often, I would usually be following the Fiat up and down 
with a Ford 6610 and a two-furrow Ransomes TS82. 
I think the only problem we ever had was an issue with 
the brakes, I remember we had to remove a trumpet 
housing, but there were no major problems.

“When the Fiat was due for replacement we tried 
a Case IH Magnum and a John Deere 55 Series, as well 
as a new Fiat 160-90 and 180-90, but still no Ford,” 
continues Angus. “In the end we bought a new J-plate 
Fiat 160-90 in August 1991. It came from Olcope at 
Bruisyard, as the salesman who we had previously 
dealt with had moved there. The engine was absolutely 
superb and the powershift transmission on the second 
160-90 DT was a major step forward. 

“It was again mostly driven by Cyril, and it was still 
taboo to unhook the plough,” he recalls. “By now it 

THERE WAS A NEW ARRIVAL at Rosery Farm in 
January following Angus Hamilton’s purchase of 
a 1996 New Holland 8770. This 7300-hour tractor 
fulfils his long-term ambition to own one of these 
Canadian-built models. 

“I’ve always wanted a 70 Series,” says Angus. 
“I would have liked a new one from day one really. 
We attended Ernest Doe’s launch event for the range 
and it certainly made an impression on me. I was 
always a Ford man and I was impressed with the 
design – a lot of thought had gone into them and they 
made a very good job of these tractors. The styling 
particularly struck a chord with me.

“Our Fiat 160-90 was only two years old at the time 
of the 70 Series launch and we eventually bought 
a New Holland TM165,” continues Angus. “More 
recently I had been keeping an eye out for a 70 
Series, but they all seemed to have high hours or had 
Supersteer, which is something I didn’t want as I felt it 

ALTHOUGH FORD BLUE has always been the colour 
favoured by Angus Hamilton’s family, there have 
been a number of deviations over the years. For a 
15-year period during the 1980s and 90s, primary 
cultivations were handled by terracotta-coloured Fiats, 
commencing in 1985 with a B-registered Fiat 160-90.  

“We always had Ford tractors,” explains Angus, “but 
when a Ford TW-35 belonging to our late neighbour 
John Forrest put a conrod through the side of its engine 
block, my father didn’t want a tractor like that, so we 
looked for something different. At the time we had a 
New Holland Clayson 8080 combine with a Fiat engine, 
which is how we first came to consider a Fiat tractor. 
We had one on demo and bought a new 160-90 DT 
from a dealer at Cockfield to replace a Ford 8210, and 
we went from ploughing with two tractors to one.

“The Fiat was always driven by Cyril Brown,” he 
recalls. “It was only ever used for ploughing with 
a six-furrow Dowdeswell DP7 on 12in furrows, as 
a tractor of that size was regarded as far too heavy to 
do anything else. I never really drove the Fiat 160-90. 

Fulfi lling an ambition 

Foray with big Fiats 

Angus sourced this very tidy 
1996 New Holland 8770, an 
ex-French market machine, 
from Kent-based dealer and 
importer Robert Wraight.

W. Hamilton & Son 
purchased this Fiat 160-90 
DT new from local dealer 
Olcope of Bruisyard in 
August 1991. It was a year 
old when this photograph 
was taken. 

Above: Angus Hamilton proudly 
points out the Ford heritage of 
the New Holland 8770 he’s just 
added to his working fl eet.

Above: The big Fiat’s regular driver, Cyril 
Brown, taking a break from power harrowing 
with a 6m Lely Roterra in the 1990s. It was rare 
for the tractor not to be hooked to a plough. 

Above: Cab interior of the 8770 is in very tidy 
condition, commensurate with the rest of the 
tractor and its below average hours (7300).

was pulling a Dowdeswell DP7 plough with five 14in 
furrows, initially with a trailed A. W. Smith & Son furrow 
press. My father then bought a Dowdeswell front press 
arm at a farm sale, which we fitted to the front of the 
tractor, and we also fitted a Claydon Furrow Cracker to 
the plough. The combination of the cracker and press 
did a good job, and we still have the Dowdeswell press 
arm. In later years I did manage to use the tractor with 
a Galucho Tilthmaster a time or two, and we also briefly 
ran it on rear Terra-Tires with an 8m MF 510 air drill.

“The Fiat 160-90 was more of a lugging tractor than 
a high speed corn-carting machine,” notes Angus. “It 
just sat there and pulled really well – it would just keep 
plodding on all day. It was eventually replaced by 
a New Holland TM165 with a 40kph transmission, and 
this was much more of an all-rounder rather than just 
a ploughing tractor.”

BLAST
FROM THE

PAST!

 SUFFOLK BUNCH
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“It obviously had loader brackets, but I hadn’t realised 
what make it was at the time,” he adds. “It is fitted 
with a Baas loader, which Tuckwells had claimed was 
stronger than John Deere’s own loader. It is plumbed into 
the spools, but it has an electronic solenoid trip to release 
the bucket, rather than hydraulic rams. I don’t think it’s 
been used amongst livestock, but it might have been 
used with a bale grab as there’s an auxiliary hydraulic 
feed. It certainly hasn’t been abused. The loader is not 
really my thing, so it will probably be removed and up for 

THERE WAS A NEW ADDITION to 
Jon Haynes’ collection of classic 
John Deeres at the end of January, 
following the arrival of a 86hp John 
Deere 2850. The newcomer, a very 
late model, was originally supplied new 
by L. E. Tuckwell Ltd of Worlingworth in 
February 1993 to a farm in East Suffolk. 
Fast forward 28 years and it was still on the 
same farm, having clocked up 7800 hours.

“My philosophy for collecting tractors is to aim for the 
top model in each range,” explains Jon. “For example, the 
largest four-cylinder and largest six-cylinder in a range, 
with the highest spec possible. I’ve spent the last year or 
so looking for a 2850, ideally a late one with a digital dash, 
Hi-Lift linkage and a 40kph top transmission, which is 
obviously not an easy thing to find. 

“I had seen a few rough ones and passed by an 
expensive one,” he continues. “Then this one popped 
up for sale on Facebook one Sunday evening. The serial 
number plate confirmed it was only 30kph, as a 40kph 
tractor would have had ‘2850S’ on the plate, but as it 
was relatively local and looked tidy I went and had a look 
the next day. I liked it, and agreed to buy it that evening.

“It is a late example,” says Jon, “so it ticks most of 
the boxes with its digital dash and Hi-Lift, and it even 
has a passenger seat which is a nice optional extra 
as long as you’re under 3ft tall! It also has a stripey 
seat and the same lighter colour of cab lining as the 
6000 Series. It does need a bit of TLC cosmetically – 
for example, there is a nasty little rust patch on the 
bonnet – but I believe it had been looked after by a 
former John Deere mechanic, so mechanically it is in 
very good condition. Even the rear window hinges have 
been greased, which is nice to see. 

Going green again
Jon Haynes� newly acquired John Deere 2850 
going nose to nose with his John Deere 3640, 
which was having its � rst outing since its full 

engine rebuild.

sale shortly, just in case anyone is looking for one!
“Unfortunately, the loader brackets are actually 

welded to the chassis rails, so I’ll have to replace 
those,” continues Jon. “It’s got some nice little features 
like the original radio cassette, which seems to work, 
front mudguards and the original top link. The sound of 
the engine surprised me – it’s quite deep and throaty, 
which I like. I’m going to slowly tidy up the cosmetic 
stuff and I’m looking forward to getting my new 2850 
in the field and doing something with it.”

tractors like this 2850 had a lighter shade of 
tririm am and a striped seat. The interior obviously
needs somme Te TLC. 
Lefft: t: AlmAlmost a driverer�ss eyeey  view of the 2850�s
conc trols andnd ththe ve iew down wn thethe bonnet. This
latte mmodeod l has a ddigiigitaltal tachometter er disdi plap y 
in its dashbhboaroard.d
Far leleft:ft: JoJ n Haynes recrecenten ly added d thithis ts tidy 
offo -farm Johohn Dn Deere e 2850 to hihis gs growing
colleclectiotion. This late (F(Febreb uary 1993) h) highigh-spec 
trat ctor has dondone 7e 800 hourss.
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someone had snapped the crank in it a year or two earlier, 
but old faithful would still be dusted off at peak times. 
The 8850 and 8640s were working pretty much full-time 
depending on the weather conditions. It was proper 
strong, heavy Bedfordshire clay.

“As a student you didn’t really have your own tractor 
and I was fortunate to be the one picked to go on the 
artics,” says Dave. “I drove one of Bedfordia’s 8640s, 
which was absolutely epic. I did some busting with 
a five-leg Cousins V-Form and a lot of discing with 
a 6m set of Simba discs, often trailing a press behind 
as well. A long-standing memory was that the 8640s 
were quite easy to stall. As you let them into work you 
had to have them wound-up to maybe 1600-1700rpm 
as they hung on the turbos, whereas with the John 
Deere 8850 you could let the sub-soiler into the ground 
on tick-over and then open her up.

DURING THE MID-1990S, after leaving college, Dave 
Williams spent a memorable summer working at 
Bedfordia Farms, a prolific user of John Deere tractors 
from Bedfordshire. The experience left a lasting 
impression on Dave, who cites it as the catalyst for 
his enthusiasm for the brand.  

“It was the first time I had driven a John Deere,” 
says Dave. “There were a few farms in Worcestershire 
with John Deere 40 and 50 Series tractors, but they 
were massively expensive and more of a contractor’s 
tool really. While at Bedfordia Farms I did a stint on 
a two-wheel drive John Deere 4440 with a Samson 
tanker, emptying slurry lagoons as a wet weather job. 
I loved the 4440. I was used to driving tractors like 
David Brown 1212s, so the 4440 seemed like a 
monster at the time. It was just great. During the 
harvest, my time was spent on a JCB Fastrac 155-65, 
carting corn from one of four John Deere combines.

“When I was there, Bedfordia was using five articulated 
John Deere tractors,” he recalls.  “There was an 8440, 
three 8640s on X-, Y- and A-plates, and an 8850. By then 
the 8440 had sort of become the reserve tractor. I think 

Season as a student

Firing up the 3640 

During the mid-1990s Dave Williams spent 
a summer working at Bedfordia Farms in 
Bedfordshire. While there, he spent time driving 
this John Deere 8640.  

Following the completion 
of its engine rebuild, Jon 

Haynes was fi nally able to 
fi re up his 1985 John Deere 
3640 in January and give it 

some fresh air.  

Above: Dave says that driving this dualled-up 
artic John Deere 8640 was a highlight of the 
spell he spent working for Bedfordia Farms. 

“I also did a bit of power harrowing,” he recalls. 
“There were two of us in artics running with 
6m-wide rigid Kuhn power harrows. We were power 
harrowing-in herbicide in front of oilseed rape, and 
following a Sands sprayer which would go up the 
field spraying a half width (12m), which we would 
incorporate, and then return doing the same. I was 
only there for 10 or 11 weeks and I had left before they 
started drilling wheat, but they were happy times. Years 
later I bought an unusual Muir-Hill LH1 Mark 1 loading 
shovel with a Perkins P3 engine which was used 
by Bedfordia Farms in its gravel pit, and also Deere 
Stalker, a tactor puller that was built by Bedfordia’s 
Chris Lay in the farm’s workshop. It was based on 
a 3120 tractor that had been on the farm. It has actually 
been a tractor puller longer than it was a standard 
tractor. It’s still mine and it’s not going anywhere!”

DURING THE PAST NINE 
MONTHS we have been following 
the fault finding and subsequent 
rebuild of the engine out of 
Jon Haynes’ 1985 John Deere 
3640. Jon and group member 
Dave Williams recently fitted the 
engine back into the tractor and 
in January Jon ran the engine up 
for the first time. 

“I turned it over for a few 
seconds with the stop pulled 
out,” he explains, “just to 
make sure there were not any 
unwanted noises. With the stop 
back in, she fired on the third 
attempt. Obviously, there was 
a lot of smoke because the 
engine was full of oil from 
the rebuild, and a couple of 
injectors were leaking diesel, 
but otherwise it was a very happy 
ending to this tractor’s engine 
overhaul story. It will be good to 
give her some work in the spring.

“While the engine was out 
I decided to replace the wiring 
looms,” he adds. “Only the plugs 
and spade crimps are available 
from John Deere, but I own an 
electrical company, and Wayne 
who does our control panels 
made some new looms for me 
to match the originals. Hopefully, 
this will all help to increase the 
reliability of the wiring.”

BLAST
FROM THE

PAST!
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was also an M-plate 
7240, which we 
called the ‘tubby-tyre 
Magnum’, because 
it was on wide tyres 
and was used on 
implements like a 6m 
Dowdeswell Speed-
Tilla and a 16t chaser 
bin at harvest time. 

“There were also two 
P-registered Magnum 7240s 
with consecutive number plates, 
which we referred to as the sisters,” 
continues Jonathan. “One of these did all of 
the ploughing, sat on a big 10-furrow Gregoire Besson, 
and the other one was usually on Stocks duals and 
did the discing with 6m Simba 2B discs and a 6.6m 
double ring press. Two of them, the 7140 and one of the 
sisters, also did some work at Burrough Court Estate in 
Leicestershire in the summer, before returning to Nocton 
Farms. Towards the end of my time there I had 
a 7250 Pro on demo, and a new S-registered one of 
these models was then bought to replace the 7140.

“The 7140 was the first one I was unleashed on,” 
reminisces Jonathan. “I used it for discing some ex-
spud land. The power was just phenomenal really. 

“One of the 7240 sisters was basically my tractor 
when I was there and it had a sticker in the cab stating 
that it had been dyno tested at 232hp,” he adds. 
“I did a lot of flat-lifting with a 7-leg Cousins V-Form 
and quite a bit of drilling. I also remember being flat 
out in the spring with a 10m Wiberg cultivator trying 
to keep ahead of four drills – one drilling barley, 

BETWEEN AUGUST 1997 AND CHRISTMAS 1998, 
Jonathan Tunmore worked at Nocton Farms in 
Lincolnshire. At the time the estate covered 7000 
acres, all in a ring fence, and most of the heavy work 
was carried out using a fleet of four Case-IH Magnums. 
Driving these no-nonsense powerhouses left a lasting 
impression on the young Jonathan.  

“Looking back, the first thing that springs to mind about 
the Magnums is their massive power,” he recalls. “The 
biggest tractor I had previously driven was a 160hp John 
Deere 4455. The Magnums were just tremendous. The 
oldest one in the fleet was an L-registered 7140. There 

Memories of Magnums
This Case-IH Magnum 7240 was one of three operated by Nocton 

Farms in Lincolnshire in 1997. This unit was being used by 
Jonathan to break down ploughed land with a 6m set of Simba 

2B discs and following double press.

one drilling peas and two 
establishing sugar beet.

“Most of the implements 
were left over from the Ford 
FW-30 and FW-60 that the 
Magnums had replaced,” 
he explains. “It was asking 

a lot of the Magnums, but they 
performed really well. 

The biggest problem was getting 
power to the ground. For example, 

Nocton Farms had a farm-made deep 
cultivator with 13 Shakaerator legs, 

named the Marshall drag after its creator, 
which we used to use for aerating potato land 
before planting or ripping up after lifting, and it took 
some pulling. 

“A Magnum on single wheels wouldn’t pull it – it 
would just dig four holes – so it had to be dualled-up 
to get the power down. The Magnums usually had 
double sets of front weights and water ballasted front 
wheels to put the power down.

“The Cummins engines in these tractors were 
tremendous,” adds Jonathan. “They were comfortable 
tractors, they had good gearboxes and although the 
rear lift had its weaknesses it was brilliant to use – 
you could get it set just right. Visibility wasn’t the best, 
but everything you were pulling was so far behind you 
it was never an issue. “The Magnums were reliable, 
providing you kept the accumulators pumped up to 
keep the gear change smooth. I also remember we 
used to cable-tie the fuel lines together in pairs to stop 
them vibrating and fracturing. They were just good 
solid basic tractors and great fun to drive.”

BLAST
FROM THE

PAST!

The Nocton Farms fleet also included this older Case-IH Magnum 
7140, which was the first Magnum Jonathan drove during his 
time working for the business. 

Below: A young Jonathan Tunmore jumps into 
a Case-IH Magnum 7240 in 1997 or 1998. Note 
the double set of front weights which was 
instrumental in getting power to the ground. 
Photo: Janet Tunmore.
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A special edition Zetor Crystal 16145 Silver Series 
that spent its working life on the other side of 
the world is enjoying a new life with a dedicated 
enthusiast from Ireland, reports Sandy Cox.

The special 
edition Silver 
Series tractors 
were produced to 
celebrate 25 years 
of Zetor in Australia. 
They had special 
bonnet decals, silver 
grilles instead of 
the usual black, and 
were equipped with 
air-con as standard. 

This particular 
Crystal 16145 
Silver Series found 
its way to Ireland 
after it was spotted 
in a machinery 
dealer�s yard at 
Maryborough, two hours north of Melbourne, by Zetor 
enthusiast Eoin Duffy back in 2019. At the time Eoin, 
from Balla in Co. Mayo, was working in Australia as a 
sales demonstrator for farm machinery importer PFG 
Australia. In the past, Eoin�s father and uncle both owned 
Zetor Crystal 12145 tractors, and Eoin had been saving 

for 10 years to buy one of his own. He wasn�t certain he 
could � nd a really good one in Ireland and knew that 
if he wanted a bigger � agship model like the 16145 he 
would have to go to Eastern Europe to get one.

The tractor 
he spotted at 
Maryborough 
was a one-owner 
machine, in superb 
original condition 
and with no rust. 
Eoin knew he 
would ever find 
another one as 
good, so he did 
a deal there-and-
then for the 5400-
hour Zetor. It took 
several months 
to arrange the 
shipping, but the 
big Zetor Crystal 
finally arrived in 

Co. Mayo in 2020, via the docks at Belfast.  
�It�s immaculate,� says Eoin, �and it is still on its 

original Barum front tyres made in Czechoslovakia.� 
Eoin, who works for McHale, intends to take his Zetor 

Crystal 16145 to rallies, but also plans to give it some 
summer work and would like to put it on a Fusion baler.

SPECIAL CRYSTAL ARRIVES
Flagship Zetor Imported + Milestone Birthday CelebratedNews
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DB man reaches 90 
 Former David Brown Tractors product 

services manager Alf Wolton received 
a pleasant surprise on his 90th birthday 
when David Brown Tractor Club (DBTC) 
members, with covert assistance from his 
wife Anne and family, turned up with four 
David Brown tractors to commemorate the 
occasion. Alf, seen here on the left at an 
earlier event with CLASSIC TRACTOR 
technical writer Alan Kellett, trained in 
heavy engineering and joined David Brown 
in an export service post in 1963. Over 10 
years he rose to become product services 
manager, heading the factory service and 
parts departments, product application 
and service training. Just before the closure 
of the Meltham factory he joined Renault 
Agriculture UK as service manager. Since 

his retirement he has been actively 
involved with the DBTC in 
Suffolk and Norfolk.

UNITEDSEATS.COM
Off road seating manufacturer

AGRICULTURAL
SEATING

TREAT YOURSELF TO A NEW SEAT!
UnitedSeats have the answer for all makes of 
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Robert Crawford, known throughout the world 
for his lifelong involvement with the Marshall 
and Track Marshall brands through his family’s 
farm machinery dealership, Robert H. Crawford 
& Son of Frithville, near Boston, 
Lincolnshire, has died at the 
age of 83. He passed away 
on 1 February following 
a long illness. 

Robert worked for Robert 
H. Crawford & Son, the 
agricultural engineering 
business established by his 
late father Robert in 1921, 
his entire adult life. During 
that time, he was dedicated 
to all things agricultural, 
including the preservation of 
a large number of implements, 
tractors, steam engines and other 
items that would have been lost. 

He was very fond of British-built products, 
especially Marshalls and Fowlers. Not for nothing 
was Robert known as ‘The Marshall Man’, such was 
his wealth of knowledge on these brands and his 
determination to provide owners with a reliable source 
parts and service. 

Consequently, the company’s premises at Frithville 

became a mecca for Marshall and Track Marshall 
enthusiasts in search of machines, parts and advice. 

Among those who made frequent visits to Frithville 
over the years, especially in the early days of vintage farm 

machinery preservation, was Peter Longfoot. 
“The vintage and machinery 
worlds have lost one of the most 

knowledgeable and generous 
men in the business,” he says. 

“Robert was always ready 
and willing to share his time 
and advice unstintingly 
with anyone, whether you 
were a seasoned collector 
of old machinery or just 

a lad starting out with 
a general interest in steam 

engines, tractors or machinery.
“A question put to Robert would 

send him walking down the yard to 
find an example hiding in the brambles 

or hunting through innumerable cupboards and 
draws searching for a particular piece of literature or 
a photograph. I never recall leaving the yard without 
what I went there for, or the promise to find it or make it. 

“He pioneered the vintage preservation scene and 
inspired and supported countless enthusiasts along the 
way,” adds Peter. “He is truly irreplaceable.”

Robert Crawford Remembered + Vibraject Tanker Revealed News

MOURNING A LEADING MAN ON MARSHALL  
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Rarity is uncovered 
 A rare Twose Vibraject self-propelled 

tanker has been released from decades of 
undergrowth in Devon, reports Howard 
Sherren. This 1987 unit originally spent 
many hours hauling pig slurry on a farm in 
Devon, before it was parked-up following 
a hydraulic drive problem. Fellow contractor 
and Vibraject owner David Prouse was 
asked to repair it, but it was soon realised 
that the cost of getting the hydraulic pumps 
repaired was going to be prohibitive. Dave 
purchased the machine with a view to using 
it in the future, but other work got in the 
way and consequently it remained in the 
undergrowth for the next 25 years. He has 
recently uncovered it, but has 
yet to make a decision on its 
ultimate fate. 

News briefs...
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specialists in the United Kingdom.
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Having these units on the shelf signi�cantly reduces 
your machine down time in our workshop. Examples:

CNH T7/Puma Long Wheel Base
Auto-Command/CVX 
Transmission Unit

Fendt Vario/Massey Dyna
VT ML200 Unit

Manitou PS6 Loadall 
Transmission

CNH T7/Puma Long Wheel Base
Power-Command/Full Power Shift 

LE
S
A



E
M

A

N
Y
O
P
O
s
a
t
a
p
d

LEADING INDEPENDENT
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01827 897711 www.swinnertonmachinery.co.uk
Find out more information & speak with the Swinnerton team today:

Workshop: Bentley Farm, Warton Lane, Warton, Tamworth, B79 0HD

Midlands-based Swinnerton Machinery are leading the way
with agricultural transmission and engine repairs

NEED TO FINANCE
YOUR REPAIR
OR MACHINERY 
PURCHASE?
Offering a  transparent and ef�cient 
service to our customers when 
arranging �nance. Most importantly 
they offer a service that we can trust 
and make us aware of the application 
process to ensure a smooth sales 
delivery from our end.

Strimech 
Attachments 

JPM Low Loaders and 
Dump Trailers

Simba Culti Press  80% Metal
Very good condition. 

Blue Power T7.315 
Auto Command -2000 Hrs

Lemken EurOpla 7X
Excellent Metal

Case CS 78 4wd
Only 6100 Hrs

2003 New Holland TM 155
Very Tidy Machine

2009 Case Puma 155
50 Kph

MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT SALES

Case MXM 140 Pro
Only 5800 Hrs



tractors, notably so in the UK and parts of Europe. 
And once you get up-close and personal to one of 
these muscular machines, it’s not difficult to see 
why. Thanks to import specialist Richard Keel of 
Worcestershire, that’s what I was recently able to 
do with an MF 1155, 1800 and 1805 he has just 
brought over from the States. Before giving you my 
impressions of these models, based on a little seat 
time, some history is needed to explain just how and 
where these tractors fitted into the MF range. 

In the beginning
The Massey Ferguson V8 story began with the 
introduction of the 1150 two-wheel drive row-crop 

Original Classics    

FOR A PERIOD OF OVER 10 YEARS, 
starting from the mid-1960s, V8-powered 
tractors were all the rage in North America. 

While eight-pot two-wheel drive row-crop models 
were adopted by some farmers, it was the bigger V8 
four-wheel drives that became a popular choice on 
many large farms throughout the US and Canada.      

Massey Ferguson was a key player in the V8 market 
sector, offering what were arguably some of the more 
stylish eight-cylinder models – the two-wheel drive MF 
1150 and 1155 immediately spring to mind – to find 
their way onto dealer forecourts at that time.

Fast forward several decades and there’s now 
a growing interest in Massey Ferguson’s V8 muscle 

Not many Europeans have experienced the sensation of driving one 
V8-powered Massey Ferguson ‘muscle tractor’, let alone three different 
models in the same morning. Thanks to American tractor specialist 
Richard Keel, who has just imported a Massey Ferguson 1155, 1800 
and 1805, that’s exactly what Simon Henley was recently able to do.  

This consignment of V8-powered Massey 
Ferguson muscle tractors, from left, 1800, 

1805 and 1155, was recently imported from 
the States by American tractor specialist 

Richard Keel, inset. The 1800 and 1805 have 
been sold to a UK collector and the 1155 is 

currently for sale. 

Right: The VIN plate for the MF 1805. The 
artic models were built at the company’s 

Des Moines factory in Iowa.

tractor in North America in late 1969. The MF 1150, 
powered by a 145hp V8 Perkins AV8.510 engine, 
represented the ultimate evolution of the first 
generation of MF 1000 Series, which had entered 
production some five years earlier. The initial line-up 
comprised two six-cylinder models, the MF 1100 
(104hp) and MF 1130 (134hp). 

The MF 1150 was duly replaced in 1973 by the 
MF 1155. This was the largest model in a row-crop 
range that also included the MF 1105 and 1135, 
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AMERICAN 
EXPERIENCE

Massey Ferguson V8s



which had taken over from the earlier MF 1100 and 
MF 1130 respectively.

Under their skins, the new models were 
essentially improved versions of their predecessors. 
However, their appearance was transformed by the 
new family styling look that MF had introduced when 
it rolled out the V8-powered MF 1500 (174hp) and MF 
1800 (192hp) pivot-steer models in 1970.

Four-wheel drive
The concept and development work on the MF 1500 
and 1800 was done at Massey Ferguson’s Advanced 
Product Engineering Centre on Levan Road in 
Livonia, Michigan. This division of Massey Ferguson 
was headed by the company’s tractor engineering 
director Lee Elfes, who with the approval of MF’s chief 
executive Albert Thornborough, had established the 
facility in the mid-1960s.

Lee Elfes was very enthusiastic about the potential 
that existed for pivot-steering in higher-hp tractors, 
which had already been successfully employed by 
other manufacturers including Wagner, Versatile and 
Steiger. Determined that MF should develop its own 
articulated four-wheel drive tractors, he commissioned 
the MF 1500 and 1800 development programmes, 
appointing Paul Chervenak as the project manager.

Aimed primarily at North American markets, 
these V8 diesel-powered tractors were designed from 
scratch by MF engineers, with many components 
being developed specifically for the new models. The 
programme, using automotive testing proceedures 
for the first time, would establish new ground in 
how tractors were developed. These procedures 
would shortly be employed in the development of the 
smaller pivot-steer MF 1200 for the European market.

For the first time in its history, Massey Ferguson 
had equal-wheel, four-wheel drives with a centre-
pivoting chassis and an integrated cab mounted on 

Above: Only one of these US-built V8 
Massey Ferguson models was available in 
the UK in the 1970s and that was MF 1155, 
right. A single MF 1800 and small number 
of MF 1805s came over for evaluation, but 
neither model made it into MF price lists of 
the time. 
Below centre: When MF replaced the 1800 
with the 1805 in 1974 it made several 
improvements to the cab, including 
adding more sound proofing, installing air-
conditioning and a better seat, and adding 
a radio to the options list. Gated gear levers 
were to the right of the seat. 
Below: MF-branded Motorola AM/FM radio 
was optional on the MF 1805.

vibration-isolating rubber mounts. 
Further rubber mounts were also 
developed to mount the engine 
and transmission.

The 1500 and 1800 also took 
the styling of Massey Ferguson 
tractors in a very different direction. 
Gone were the complicated sheet 
metal pressings and ‘soft’ front 
ends of the company’s two-wheel 

drive models, replaced by purposeful hard-nose styling 
and boxy sheet metal, softened only by the gentle 
curves on the rolled edges of the bonnet and bold new 
MF graphics. It was a purposeful and functional ‘look’ 
and one that would continue to be used on MF tractors 
for another 25 years. 

Caterpillar engines
Massey Ferguson purchased Perkins, the British diesel 
engine manufacturer, in February 1959. By 1969, 
Perkins diesel engines were being used in Massey 
Ferguson tractors the world over. There was just one 
problem – the new Perkins AV8.510 engine, built 
at Fletton, near Peterborough, couldn’t deliver the 
power MF’s engineering director Lee Elfes wanted for 
his new four-wheel drive MF 1500 and 1800 models. 
Instead, the company turned to Caterpillar for its V8 
diesel requirements. 

“Caterpillar was a well-respected brand in the 
USA,” states Richard Keel, the Worcestershire farmer 
and dealer who specialises in sourcing good quality 
American classics, especially Massey V8s, from 
their native country. “Unfortunately, the naturally-
aspirated CAT 3150 and 3160 engines used in the MF 
1500 and MF 1800 were a sleeveless design, and not 
well-suited to agricultural use, as well as being very 
expensive to repair if something went wrong.

“You would often see MF 1500 and 1800 tractors 
in the USA that had been re-powered with Cummins 
or Detroit diesel engines. Fortunately, MF adopted the 
superior CAT 3208 engine when it replaced the MF 
1500 and 1800 with the improved MF 1505 (185hp) 
and 1805 (210hp) models in late 1974.”

Regular readers of Richard’s Farm View column 
in CLASSIC TRACTOR may be aware that he spent 
some time living in Iowa, although nowadays he’s 
based on his family’s farm in Worcestershire. He has 
been shipping US tractors and implements into the 

 April 2021  CLASSIC TRACTOR 27

American imports
Model MF 1155 MF 1800 MF 1805
Engine Perkins AV8.540 CAT 3160 CAT 3208

Displacement 8.9 litres 10.4 litres 10.4 litres

Rated Speed 2200rpm 2800rpm 2800rpm

Power 155hp 194hp 210hp

Transmission 12F/4R* 12F/4R** 12F/4R**

Production 1973-78 1970-74 1974-77

UK for more than a decade. During my recent visit to 
his yard, he had three V8-powered Massey Ferguson 
tractors, all built in the early 1970s, waiting for me to 
try out. The trio consisted of two CAT-powered pivot-
steer four-wheel drives, namely an MF 1800 and MF 
1805, and a Perkins-powered MF 1155 two-wheel 
drive row-crop model. 

* Equipped with Multi-Power two-speed powershift. 
** Equipped with manually-operated overdrive ratio splitter.
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Massey Ferguson 1800

to the right, integrated into the dash fascia, are the 
auxiliary hydraulic controls and a hand throttle.

Beneath the dash console, under the large dished-
centre steering wheel, are two pedals: the one on the 
left is the clutch, while the brake pedal on the right 
activates a single-drum brake located on the input 
driveshaft to the rear axle. There’s no foot throttle 
and the parking brake is applied by a simple ratchet 
mechanism attached to the brake pedal.

There are three gear levers located to the right 
of the operator’s seat: these are the High/Low range 
box, the three-speed plus reverse ratio box, and the 
mechanical overdrive ratio splitter which sits almost 

out of the operator’s reach. 
The levers are gated to 
make selecting a cog 

a little easier, and 
on this tractor 

the main ratio 
lever has been 

extended by a previous owner to eliminate the need 
to bend your back when shifting.

 

THE MF 1800 that Richard has just had shipped 
over the Atlantic Ocean dates from 1973 and, like the 
MF 1155 that joined it on the trip over, it was also 
sourced in Minnesota. Its sheet metal and cab interior 
are in exceptionally good condition, especially for 
a tractor from the Mid-West which has clocked more 
than 10,000 hours.  

“The CAT 3106 engine in this tractor appears to 
be a factory replacement unit,” notes Richard. “The 
engine is a little tired, but the tractor itself drives well. 
It’s actually hard to find straight examples of the MF 
1800, which makes this one quite special.

“The transmission used in these tractors was 
adapted from the MF 1150. It’s a two-range 12 forward 
and four reverse gearbox, with a mechanical, 
manually-shifted, two-speed splitter instead of 
the hydraulically-operated Multi-Power two-
speed splitter used in the row-crop models. 
None of these tractors had a diff-lock.

“This tractor is on 18.4 x 38 tyres and 
comes with duals, which are currently 
not fitted. It is it drawar-only, which 
means it has hydraulic outlets, but no 
rear linkage and PTO,” he says. “The cab 
is also very basic, with only a blower to 
circulate the air. There’s not even a heater.” 

Behind the wheel
Climbing into the cab, the MF 1800 feels like an 
oversize version of the British-built MF 1200. The cab 
interior is spacious, with a commanding view across 
its vast faded red bonnet. This is a purely functional 
cab, with no unnecessary gadgetry or refinements to 
distract the driver from his work – or make life a little 
more pleasant. 

Twist the key and after several seconds of 
cranking the Cat V8 engine splutters to life, filling 
the atmosphere with thick plumes of unburned diesel 
smoke. The instruments, including a large engine 
tachometer, are to the left of the steering wheel, while 

This MF 1800 spent its working life in 
west Minnesota. lt is seen here on single 

18.4 x 38s, but does have a set of duals 
which were removed during transit. 

A Massey Ferguson 1800 is a rare sight in the UK. 
Although it is believed that a single unit came 

over for evaluation and testing, the model was 
never officially available here.  

Above: Three-point linkage wasn’t available 
on the MF 1800. Its bare back-end simply had a 
drawbar and two spool valves. 
Inset: The MF 1800 and 1805 brake pedal 
activates a single drum brake located on 
the input driveshaft to the rear axle. The 
parking brake is applied by a simple ratchet 
mechanism attached to the brake pedal.
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Massey Ferguson 1155

linkage’s previous sway chains with sway blocks. This 
particular tractor has a short bar-type rear axle with 18.4 
x 38 rear tyres and aftermarket rim-mounted dual wheels. 
It also has the optional rear diff-lock and air-conditioning.”

Massey Ferguson 1155 
If the MF 1800 feels like an overgrown MF 1200, 
then the MF 1155 could be described as an MF 595 
on steroids. Once again the cab is quite basic. There 
is a large instrument console with 
simple analogue gauges and 
sprouting from this is 
a tilting, telescopic 
steering wheel and 
dash -mounted 
gear levers, the 
latter being 
similar to the 
ones used 

by the previous MF 1150, albeit 
with a slightly blander matt black 

presentation.
Parallel to the driver’s seat is the control 

quadrant for the rear linkage. A large square 
unit, it which bears little resemblance to anything 
built at MF’s Banner Lane factory in Coventry, but 
it’s easy to fathom. 

The MF 1155 inherited the MF 1150’s disc brake 
set-up, which provides far superior braking performance 
compared to the single drum design used on the MF 
1800 and 1805 models. 

The 8.9-litre V8 Perkins motor (155hp) in this MF 
1155 is a peach. The Perkins AV8.540 might lack the 
sewing machine refinement of the CAT 3208 engine, 
but it is a lower revving unit that delivers its torque 
quota more effectively at lower engine speeds. 
Furthermore, give it some throttle and it rewards the 
driver with a V8 rumble worthy of an Oscar.

 

“I FOUND THIS MF 1155 in Minnesota,” says 
Richard. “It was built in 1974 and is a genuine tractor in 
mostly original condition. There have been some minor 
modifications made over the years, including the non-
OEM replacement exhaust stack, but beyond that it’s 
one of the best 1155s I’ve seen for some time.  

“Mechanically, the MF 1155 was pretty much 
identical to the earlier MF 1150,” he explains. It had the 
same 12 forward and four reverse Multi-Power gearbox, 
the same axle design and the same rear linkage. The 
sheet metal and decals were different and there was also 
a new cab and engine. The Perkins AV8.540 in the MF 
1155 was basically a more potent and longer-stroked 
version of the AV8.510 fitted to the previous MF 1150. 

“Another significant change was the adoption of 
an automotive-type brake actuation system, which 
replaced the hydraulic-power brake system used on the 
MF 1150 with a conventional master cylinder set-up,” 
notes Richard. “If you look closer, you can also see that 
MF beefed-up the drawbar carrier and replaced the rear 

This 1974 MF 
1155 was sourced 
by Richard Keel 
from Minnesota. 
Apart from a non-
standard exhaust 
stack, it’s a very 
original machine. 

Above: A driver’s view of the MF’s 
instrument console. Levers for the main 

gears and the ranges are to the right 
of the steering wheel, with the hand 

throttle just above them.
Left:  The MF 1155 is equipped 

with a V8 Perkins AV8.540 engine 
that produces 155hp. This is 

a lower-revving unit than the 
V8 CAT 3208 engine in the MF 

1805.

The MF 1155 replaced 
the MF 1150 in 1973. 
Improvements to the 
new model included a 
more potent Perkins 
AV8.540 engine, a new 
master-cylinder brake 
actuation system and 
optional diff-lock.
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Massey Ferguson 1805

Visually, the MF 1805 gave the impression of 
meaning business, but for some customers, the appeal 
of these pivot-steer V8s faded as quickly as their paint. 
They could live with the 1805’s lack-lustre performance 
at low engine speeds and diesel-guzzling appetite for 
fuel, but there was a flaw in their design, one that 
at the time created headaches for MF dealers and 
customers alike.

The problem was the propensity for the jack-
shaft connecting the engine and gearbox to move 
out of alignment. This caused the V-belts driving 
the tractor’s hydraulic and power steering pumps to 
prematurely expire, immediately rendering the tractor 
inoperable. The British-built MF 1200 suffered from 
a similar problem, as service engineers of the time 

will attest. 
Foibles aside, the 
opportunity for an 

enthusiast like me 
to drive a fully-

specced MF 
1805 with less 
than 4000 

hours under its belt is akin to a train spotter riding 
the footplate of the Flying Scotsman. My thanks go 
to American tractor specialist Richard Keel and the 
new owner of two of these impressive Masseys for 
allowing me this rare opportunity. 

 
THE FINAL MEMBER of this V8-powered trio, 
an MF 1805, is a particularly fine example of an early 
production model (1974). What makes it special is not 
only its condition and genuinely low clock hours (3971), 
but it also has a very high spec, which includes almost 
every conceivable option available at the time.   

“Very few North American farmers at the time 
would have ordered a tractor with rear linkage and 
PTO,” explains Richard. “This tractor also has factory-
fitted air-conditioning, tinted windows and it even has 
the optional MF-branded Motorola AM/FM solid-state 
radio with an external speaker.

“The serial number on the ID plate – 9C003023 
– suggests this could be a pre-production example, 
possibly built in 1974 during the final production 
run of MF 1800 models,” he continues. “This is only 
speculation, but it might explain why the tractor is 
so comprehensively specced.

“Tractors with this level of equipment 
would have been used as dealer 
demonstration units or as exhibits at 
public shows and trade events. This is 
unquestionably one of the best examples 
I’ve seen, and it drives superbly.” 

Behind the wheel
On first impressions, the MF 1805 seems 
almost identical to the MF 1800, except that its 
cab is slightly more refined with a better seat and 
additional sound proofing. But then there’s the engine.

The CAT 3208’s maximum rated speed of 2800rpm 
makes it an absolute screamer. Try pulling away in 
a high gear with the revs below 1400rpm and there’s 
a real risk of stalling. But once she’s rolling, a firm 
push on the MF 1805’s throttle contrives to wake up 
the 10.4-litre CAT V8, which responds with a snarl as it 
propels the beast forward.

With dual wheels all round, extreme care is 
required when negotiating gateways or making turns 
near buildings. This is a cumbersome machine, but the 
mechanical sensation this tractor exudes from every 
pore is something to behold.

To prevent the front 
and rear wheels 

coming into contact 
during a tight turn, 

the largest tyre size 
available for an 

MF 1805 with rim-
mounted dual wheels 

was 23.1 x 34. This 
Illinois registered 

tractor has clocked 
just 3971 hours. 

Above: The rear linkage fitted to the MF 1805 
was borrowed from the company’s two-wheel 
drive row-crop models. It had two assister 
rams and three spool valves as standard.  
Inset left: The MF 1805 and its MF 1505 sibling 
were both powered by a V8 CAT 3208 engine.

The MF 1805 had 
16 more horses 
than the MF 
1800 it replaced in 1974, 
courtesy of a 210hp CAT 
3208 engine. This machine 
has a number of options, 
including dual wheels, rear 
linkage and PTO. 
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JOHN DEERE 6155R
3/2019, 2,448 HRS, 
AUTO POWER, 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 
FRONT LINKAGE, 

AUTO TRACK READY 
WITH ACTIVATION, 4 

SPOOLS, AIR BRAKES, 
COMMAND ARM,

650/65/42 TYRES.

JOHN DEERE 6195R
2015, 3,745 HOURS, 

AUTO QUAD, 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP,
FRONT LINKAGE, 

3 ELECTRIC SPOOLS, 
MID MOUNT VALVE 

ELECTRIC JOYSTICK, 
TWIN BEACONS, 

AIR BRAKES.

JOHN DEERE 6800
1995, 8,083 HOURS, 
POWER QUAD, 40K, 
3 SPOOLS, AIR CON, 

AIR SEAT, BELT 
LIGHTS, 20.8/38+ 
16.9/28 TYRES.

JOHN DEERE 6155R
3/2020, 1,361 HRS, 
AUTO POWER, 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 

3 SPOOLS, AIR 
BRAKES, COMMAND 
ARM, AUTO TRACK 

READY, EXTRA WORK 
LIGHTS. £89,000

FENDT 516 
PROFI-PLUS

3/2016, 7,322 HRS, 
VARIO, 50K, CAB+ 

FRONT SUSPENSION, 
AIR CON, AIR SEAT, 

AIR BRAKES, 
EXHAUST BRAKE, 3 

SPOOLS, AUTO GUIDE 
READY. £57,500

FENDT 724 
PROFI-PLUS

2015, 5,351 HOURS, 
AIR CAB+FRONT 

SUSPENSION, EPC 
FRONT LINKAGE, 
4 REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, EVO SEAT, 
AIR CON/BRAKES, 
EXHAUST BRAKE.

FORD TW35
1986, 4,466 HOURS, 
DUAL POWER, 30K, 
2WD, 2 SPOOLS, 
AIR CON, FRONT 

WEIGHTS, 
20.8/38 TYRES.

CASE CVX 240
2/2020, 1,197 HRS, 
VARIO, 50K, CAB + 

FRONT SUSPENSION, 
FRONT LINKAGE, 
5 REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, 700 PRO 

SCREEN, ACCUGUIDE 
READY WITH 

372 RTK RECEIVER.

McCORMICK CX 105 
DIAMOND EDITION
2006, 2,047 HOURS, 
3 SPD POWERSHIFT, 
POWER SHUTTLE, 

40K, 3 SPOOLS, AIR 
CON/SEAT, HAUER 
P-O-M-C 70 SELF 

LEVELLING LOADER 
WITH ELECJOYSTICK.

JCB 419S
6/2019, 2,300 HRS, 
POWERSHIFT, 48K, 

TORQUE LOCK, CONT 
PRO PACK, LED 
WORK LIGHTS, 

CLIMATE CONTROL, 
REV CAMERA, 

SMOOTH RIDE, Q-FIT 
CARRIAGE. £95,000

JCB 4220 FASTRAC
7/2020, 520 HOURS, 
WORLD�S FASTEST 
TRACTOR EDITION,

VARIO, 60K, FL+PTO, 
5 REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, CLIMATE 

CONTROL, FIELD PRO 
PACK, HYDRAULIC 

TOP LINK, LED LIGHTS.

CAT 930K 
LOADING SHOVEL

2012, 9,907 HOURS, 
4 SPD POWERSHIFT, 
RIDE CONTROL, AIR 

CON/SEAT, HIGH LIFT, 
VOLVO CARRIAGE 

WITH HYD LOCKING, 
REVERSING CAMERA, 
ELECTRIC MIRRORS.

KUHN HR 5004 
POWER HARROW
2019, HYDRAULIC 

FOLDING, QUICK FIT 
TINES, MAXI PACKER 

ROLLER, ROAD 
LIGHTS, RECENT 

NEW TINES.

AMAZONE CIRRUS 
6003-2 DRILL

2017, 6M, RADAR, 
LEVELLING BOARD, 
2 ROWS OF ROTEC

PRO MATRIXEM 
DISCS, TRAMLINE KIT, 

PRE EMERGENCE 
MARKERS, 

IMMACULATE DRILL.

MZURI PRO-TILL 
6T DRILL

2020, 6M, PIVOTING 
FRONT SPRUNG 

LOADED CUTTING 
DISCS, DUAL TANK 

GRAIN & FERTILISER, 
SEED MONITORING, 
NARROW COULTER 

KIT, AS NEW.

NH CR8.80 SL 
REVELATION

2020, 140/100 HRS, 
30FT VARIFEED 
HEADER, 517HP, 

3.3M TRANSPORT 
WIDTH, YIELD AND 
MOISTURE METER, 

INTELLISENSE, FULL 
ACCUGUIDE GPS.

KRONE BIGX 630 
FORAGER

2019, 580/410 HRS, 
4WD, 40K, EASY 

FLOW 300S GRASS 
HEADER WITH HYD 

LOCKING AND 
QUICK COUPLER, 
VARISTREAM, AS 
NEW. £168,000

HOUSEHAM 
AR 3500 SPRAYER
2012, 4,750 HOURS, 
12/24/36M BOOMS, 
3,500 LT TANK, CAT 

ENGINE, BOOM 
LEVELLING, TRIPLEX 
NOZZLES, CLIMATE 

CONTROL,
ADJUSTABLE TRACK.

REDROCK 3500 GALLON TANKER 
2019, TANDEM AXLE WITH REAR 

STEER, AIR & HYD BRAKES, 
LOAD SENSING, HYD CHANGE 

OVER ON VACUUM PUMP, SLIDING 
TOP FILL HATCH, AS NEW.

CLAAS 630 MONTANA
2018, 470/3600 HRS, V680 22FT 
VARIO HEADER WITH TROLLEY, 
LASER PILOT, CHOPPER AND 

CHAFF SPREADER, SIDE KNIFE, 
800/70/32 TYRES.

TWOSE  CONSOLIDATOR
630-75 ROLLERS, 2020, 

6.4 METRE, WATER BALLAST,
LIGHTS, 380/55/17 TYRES, 

AS NEW. £10,250

FENDT TIGO 60PR 
FORAGER WAGON

NEW, REAR STEER, HYD SPRUNG 
DRAWBAR, 2 SPEED FLOOR, LED 
WORK LIGHTS, LOAD SENSING, 

HYD PICKUP SUSP. £56,500

 A.P. & S.M. PARRIS 
& SON

Cutliffe Farm, Sherford, Taunton, Somerset

www.parristractors.com

 Tel. 01823 253808 
or 07702 501272

 Fax. 01823 325983
Email: parristractors@btinternet.com

Web: www.parristractors.com
all prices plus VAT



Refl ections  

Below: Birdsall Estates’ long-serving 
machinery operator Philip Nicholson using 
his latest drive, a newly-delivered Massey 

Ferguson 6716S, to plough Tunnel End field 
on North Wold Farm in the Yorkshire Wolds. 

He named this field when he was 12 
years old and learned to plough in 

it more than 50 years 
ago while driving an 

MF 178.  

At the beginning of 2021, Philip 
Nicholson received the keys to 
the 20th new Massey Ferguson 

tractor that he has operated during 
the 50 years he has worked for 
Birdsall Estates on the edge of 

the Yorkshire Wolds. He has been 
telling David Laley about some of 

the many red and grey tractors he’s 
driven from his favourite brand.

Above: Philip Nicholson has been working 
for Birdsall Estates for 50 years, during 

which time he’s operated 20 new Massey 
Ferguson tractors.

FIFTY YEARS
ON FERGIES

FROM THE MOMENT he was born in 
1952, Philip Nicholson has been immersed in 
farming. His parents, Kathleen and Jack, met 

when Jack went to work at the farm where Kathleen 
had been brought up at Bewholme in East Yorkshire. 
They married in 1937 and went on to run two farms 
close to the hamlet of Hempholme, between Driffield 
and Beverley, before selling-up to go contracting in 
the mid-1950s.        

“My parents bought a smallholding in the 
neighbouring village of Nafferton, with a paddock 
that was home to some chickens and geese,” explains 
Philip. “My first job when I was three years old was 
to fasten up the hens every day, but my real curiosity 
lay with the machinery my parents had accumulated.

“I can still recall the small drags, grass reapers 
and stationary baler we had,” he recalls. “Dad was 
running a mix of Field Marshall, Massey-Harris, and 
Nuffield tractors before he later sold up and went to 
work for Don Rivis, a farmer from Boythorpe. Then, 
in 1959, when I was seven, we moved to a farm near 
Skerne. My parents bought a new Massey Ferguson 
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35 and this was operated by my eldest brother David. 
I was immediately impressed with its bright red livery 
and compact dimensions.”

In 1960, Philip’s father applied for a foreman’s 
job at Holme Farm, which was part of the Birdsall 
Estates, situated on the edge of the Yorkshire Wolds, 
believing the role would provide further stability and 
job opportunities for his young family. His application 
was successful and the Nicholsons moved there later 
that year.

“Holme Farm had several old Fordson E27N 
Majors before the estate updated its replacement 
policy and began changing its tractors on a yearly 
basis,” notes Philip.

“During this time, my eldest brother, David, got 
a job in the woods on the estate, before then working 
on the farm. He was given a new Fordson Super Major 
to operate in 1964.”

Philip Nicholson 
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Driving Red Giants 
Towards the end of 1965, Jack Nicholson had the 
opportunity to become the manager of Bella Farm, 
also on the estate, after the previous farmer’s 
tenancy agreement ended. The Nicholsons settled 
at Bella Farm in 1966, and over the next two years 
Philip helped out regularly after school. He learned 
how to plough at North Wold, another estate farm, 
using a Ransomes conventional plough behind the 
new Massey Ferguson 178 his brother was operating.

“It was a dream come true for a 16-year-old like 
me to learn on not only a new tractor, but something 
as large as the 178,” notes Philip. 

The experience was made even better by the fact 
that Philip had named the field when he was just 12. 
All of the estate’s fields were given names, so the 
farm managers could identify them. “This particular 
field had a railway tunnel that cut through woodland 
at the bottom of the dale, so I christened it Tunnel 
End,” he explains. “The estate still recognises the 
field by this name today.

“My brother set me a rig before my father 
showed me what to do, and then left me to carry on 

practicing unsupervised for a couple of hours,” recalls 
Philip. “He returned to give me some additional 
coaching and then I was left to plough the field 
myself, constantly trying to improve my performance 
on each run.”

Philip left school in 1969 and spent three months 
working full-time for Birdsall Estates, using a second-
hand Massey Ferguson 165 with a Duncan weather cab.

“I spent most of my first three months corn 
carting with the MF 165, and then pulling a drag over 
stubble. Weed killers were rarely used prior to the 
arrival of Gramoxone. Instead, stubble was dragged 
three or four times to flush out any weeds before 
ploughing, leaving the soil clean to establish healthy 
spring barley crops.

“The MF 165 didn’t have the most comfortable of 
seats,” he concedes, “nor were its brakes particularly 
smooth, but it had power steering and a cab, and that 
was enough luxury for me.”

Following three months of honing his driving 
skills aboard the MF 165, the work dried up and Philip 
was eager to spread his wings.

“There wasn’t enough full-time tractor driving to 
keep me going at Bella Farm, with my older brother 

Above: All three of the MF 3125s that Philip 
drove between 1991 and 1999 proved to be 
very reliable and easy to maintain. �The 
Dynashift transmission � tted to the later 
examples was a big improvement on the 
numb gearbox in the MF 2645,� he notes. 
Photo: AGCO. 
Left: The � rst new MF tractor Philip got 
his hands on when he started working at 
Birdsall Estates in 1971 was an MF 178 like 
this one. A few years earlier, while aged 16, 
he had learned to plough using an MF 178 
that his brother drove on the same estate. 
Photo: AGCO.

there and three other full-time operators. I was keen 
to be out every day bettering myself behind the wheel 
while earning a living.”

An enthusiastic Philip headed off to Wetwang 
Grange Farm, not far from Birdsall Estates, to operate 
a Ford 5000.

“I completed a huge amount of ploughing with the 
5000 there, and although it was a good tractor with 
plenty of power, it didn’t feel as refined as the Massey 
Fergusons I had grown so fond of. In fact, after I had 
finished a full day operating the Ford, I would always 
head home to Bella Farm and find a reason to jump 
aboard an MF 165, 175 or 178, just to remind myself 
how much I liked them,” says Philip with a smile.

In 1971, his brother, David, left Bella Farm and 
Philip returned to fill his position as a full-time tractor 
driver. He was given the keys to his first brand new 
tractor – a Massey Ferguson 178 equipped with 
Multi-Power.

“Powered by a 73hp Perkins engine, the MF 178 
was a brilliant tractor and one of the most advanced I’d 
operated at the time,” he says. “I was very impressed 
with the change-on-the-move splitter provided by the 
Multi Power transmission. We were still ploughing 
relatively shallow at the time, to make the most of the 
best soil on the Wolds, and the MF 178 walked away with 
a Ransomes four-furrow plough on 10in furrows.

Early cab era  
“From an aesthetic perspective, the only disappointing 
thing about the MF 178 was the second-hand Duncan 
cab from the tractor it had replaced, which didn’t 
match its shiny new paintwork,” he notes. “Although 
the Estate’s policy was to provide each operator with 
their own tractor to look after each year, the policy 

MF 3125 

MF 178 
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This MF 6480 is just like the fi rst Perkins-
powered model that Philip drove between 
2004 and 2012. He put 8000 hours on the 
clock during that time. 

Below: Philip drove a total of four new 
MF 590s, one after the other, for Birdsall 
Estates between 1976 and 1982. The fi rst 
four-wheel drive tractor he drove was a 
new 1979 MF 590, very similar to this one. 
Photo: AGCO.

Right: Philip was a fan of the flexi-cabs 
fitted to the succession of four MF 188s he 

drove for Birdsall Estates between 1972 and 
1976. He liked the way that warmth from 

the engine was funnelled into the cab, and 
also the ease with which the doors could be 

removed if it got too hot.

didn’t extend to the cabs, and all of the new tractors 
were bought without them, so the old cabs could be 
re-used. The front opening windscreen wasn’t the best 
for ventilation, especially when you were dragging 
burnt stubble on a hot summer’s day, when the ash 
used to get in through every small gap and cover you.”

Replacing tractors so frequently also caused 
a slight quandary for the local dealers at the time, 
as Philip explains. 

“Birdsall Estates replaced its front-line tractors 
every year to reduce downtime and to keep repair bills 
and call-out charges from the dealers to a minimum. 
As operators of our own tractors, we were expected to 
look after them and carry out routine repairs ourselves.

“While the dealers were overjoyed with the 
amount of business they were getting from the estate, 
finding buyers for the one-year-old, low-hour trade-
ins proved trickier,” he continues. “This was largely 
down to the cynicism and scepticism shown by many 
local farmers who thought there must something 
inherently wrong with the tractors for them to be 
replaced so often!” 

In 1972, Philip’s MF 178 was replaced with the 
first of four MF 188s he operated. Like other tractor 
drivers on the estate, he always looked forward to 
receiving his new tractor, and they often arrived in 
batches of four or five.

“The Massey Fergusons were originally supplied 
by dealer Myers & Burnell of Dunnington, before 
Burrells took on the franchise. The more-recent Massey 

Fergusons I’ve operated were supplied by Hutchinsons 
of Norton, J. Wood & Sons, and latterly Robson Tractors, 
before current dealer Franks Curtis took over.

“The MF 188 was a much more substantial tractor 
than the 178, with a longer wheelbase and better 
in-board wet brakes,” states Philip. “I also became 
a fan of the flexi-cab on the MF 188s that I operated. 
While far from luxurious, the warmth generated by 
the Perkins A4.248 engine was funnelled down the 
canvas shrouds into the cab, providing the wind was 
blowing in the right direction on a cold day. During 
the summer, it didn’t take much to remove the doors 
and roll back the canvas roof.”

Philip spent most of his time cultivating, 
ploughing, drilling, top dressing and corn carting with 
the MF 188s, before being treated to a new MF 590 
every year between 1976 and 1980.

“The 590 was a significant step up in comfort 
compared to the MF Red Giants I had previously driven.” 
he notes. “Its quiet cab had a heater, and all you could 
hear was the faint whine from the hydrostatic power 
steering. The hydrostatic steering took a bit of getting 
used to because you had much less feel compared to 
the mechanical power steering, especially when you 
were driving against a furrow wall in variable soil 

conditions, or keeping to your drill mark on a Wolds slope.
“I wasn’t that keen on the aluminium handles 

fitted to early single-door versions, which you had to 
push away from you before you could open the door. 
They were prone to breaking as a result,” remembers 
Philip. “Aside from this, the MF 590s I operated were 
reliable tractors with an excellent power-to-weight 
ratio and manoeuvrability. I used them with Massey 
Ferguson 29 drills before the Estate switched to its 
first Accord air drill in 1979, which was also the first 
drill Birdsall bought with tramline shut off.”

First four-wheel drive 
In 1979 Philip received his first two-door MF 590 and 
this was followed a year later by a four-wheel drive 
version, this machine being his first to have driven 
front wheels.  

“The estate’s farming operation grew significantly 
during this time, as more and more tenancy 
agreements came to an end,” he explains. “Two-
wheel drive tractors were still commonplace, with 
many of the other farms using more powerful 595s. 
However, potatoes were still being grown at Bella 
Farm in 30in beds, which is why I got a smaller MF 

MF 6480

MF 188

MF 590 
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JD 7700 Power Quad, Genuine 
7,347hrs, VGC .................£23,700

2010 Knight Raven 2.8m, Norfolk 
Legs, Discs, DD packer .....£5,000

2010 Claas Arion 630, Full 
Suspension, F/Links, 9,458hrs
....................................... £21,500

2013 Atlas Copco XAS67 Fast tow 
130CFM compressor, 900hrs
.........................................  £5,500

New High Speed JPM 24 & 26 
Foot low loaders, In stock ......POA

Vaderstad HV/M77 10m 
Cambridge breaker rolls ...£2,700

Pottinger Terrasem C6 Artis Plus 
Disc drill, 500H/A from new
........................................£43,000

Salop 10 Tonne tandem axle grain 
trailer, VGC ........................£2,800

Howard Delta HSF500H Terra 
Disc, S/A Lemken Kristall 9, VGC
.........................................  £7,000

Top Spec Spearhead Twiga 655T, 
Auto Pilot, 313hrs ...........£15,500

New JPM 16T Dump, 10 stud, 
High Speed, Air, Load sensing
........................................£13,000

JD 6115 Power Quad with 
H310C Loader, 2,999hrs, VGC
...................................  £41,000

Fendt, Trelleborg 520/85R42 & 
480/70R30 Wheels & Tyres
..........................................£4,500

AS 9T Drop Side Tipper, Hyd 
Brakes, VGC ......................£3,500

2015 Volvo ECR88D Pro, 
4,611hrs, Air Con, VGC ....£30,000

High speed JPM 32 foot bale 
trailers, 560 flotations, Top spec
........................................£11,500

JD 7820 Power Quad, Genuine 
5,551hrs, 1 owner ....... £41,000

60 foot IAE Heavy Duty feed 
barrier mangers ................£1,700

Vaderstad Rollex 620, Cambridge 
Breakers, Excellent ...........£5,700

AS Marston VT1500S Tanker, 
6819LTR ...........................£2,700

JCB 520-50 Farm Special Loadall, 
4,400hrs, 1 Owner ..........£12,000

Land Rover Defender 90 TD5 
Bespoke rebuild, Show vehicle
.......................... £20,000 plus vat

New JPM 20T Dump, Hyd gate, 
Air, L/S 10 stud, 560 Flotations
........................................£15,500

New High speed 30 foot JPM 
27TLL, Tri-Axle, Flip over ramps
........................................£16,000

Larrington Majestic 18-20t, 
600/50R22.5 Floats, ROS, Full 
spec ................................£18,500



590. In 1978 the potatoes were being lifted by a new 
two-row Bonhill harvester, which had an unusual 
rotating disc arrangement to cut through the soil. 
While a two-wheel drive MF 590 would cope fine with 
this harvester on flatter land, one steep field proved 
to be too challenging to harvest in the wet, especially 
with six pickers stood on the harvester too, so this was 
the reason I got a four-wheel drive 590.”

After a succession of MF 590s, Philip moved on to 
a new four-wheel drive MF 690 in 1982. His father retired 
the same year, and the farm manager’s role at Bella 
Farm was taken on by Philip’s brother, Robin. 
Around this time, Philip also became 
Bella Farm’s head tractor driver.

In 1983, his MF 690 
was swapped for a more-
powerful MF 698. At 
the same time, Philip 
settled down with his 
wife Irene in an estate 
house near Duggleby, 
where they still live 
today.

“The 690 was a 
nimble little tractor, 
but it lacked grunt and 
hydraulic capacity,” he 
remembers. “The more powerful 
MF 698 became one of my all-time 
favourites. Its Perkins AD4.318 engine never gave up 
and its dimensions and wheelbase made it perfect for 
potato work.”

In 1984, he received his first new six-cylinder tractor, 
when the MF 698 made way for a 699, which Philip 
used with a five-furrow, fully-adjustable Ransomes 
conventional plough fitted with 12in furrows.

“We had begun to plough slightly deeper to 
improve the condition of the soil, so I was grateful for 
the extra grunt provided by the 699,” he says “It was 
ultra-reliable and ran like a sewing machine during 
the time I had it.”

Electronic age 
Around this time, potatoes were phased out at Bella 
Farm in favour of oilseed rape, reducing the necessity 
for smaller tractors. Consequently, in 1985 Philip’s 
MF 699 was replaced by a 110hp MF 2645. He recalls 
that it wasn’t particularly manoeuvrable and also that 
its gearbox had awkward horizontal levers which 
were not very convenient to operate. But it was the 
most advanced tractor he had driven at the time. 

“The 2645’s electronic draught control was 
excellent,” he says. “It came into its own when 

ploughing with the farm’s first reversible 
plough, a five-furrow Dowdeswell, 

although I did have to remove the 
rear furrow when it was wet.”

The MF 2645 also 
marked a major change at 
Birdsall Estates. Tractors 

were being kept longer, while the workforce was 
allocated more specific roles to carry out across the 
estate’s farms.

“I clocked up 7000 hours in the MF 2645, using it 
for ploughing, cultivating, and drilling,” notes Philip. 
“While ploughing was always my favourite task, 
I began to specialise in spraying. During the early to 
mid-1980s, I refurbished a Mercedes-Benz Unimog 
fitted with a 24m demount sprayer, and used it 
until 1991 when it was replaced with a 24m trailed 
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Philip felt the MF 690 he drove in 1982 was underpowered, but the MF 698 like this one 
that replaced it the following year became one of his all-time favourites on account of 

its willing engine and longer wheelbase. Photo: AGCO. 

Left: According to Philip, the best 
transmission he’s used was the 
programmable six-speed, four-range Dyna-6 
semi-powershift on the pair of MF 6480s he 
drove between 2004 and 2020.  
Below:  Between 2004 and 2012, much of 
Philip’s work time was spent in the cab of 
an MF 6480, just like this one. After spending 
18,000 hours on the seats of two of these 
models, he describes them as “superb”.

MF tractors operated 
Model Year
MF 165 (second-hand) 1969

MF 178 Multi-Power 1971

MF 188 x4 1972-76

MF 590 x4* 1976-82

MF 690 1982

MF 698 1983

MF 699** 1984

MF 2645*** 1985-91

MF 3125 x3 1991-99

MF 8210 1999-2004

MF 6480 x2 2004-2020

MF 6716S 2020-

*first four-wheel drive; **first six-cylinder; 
***first electronic linkage.

MF 698

DYNA-6 
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Cleanacres Airtec sprayer. I ran the Cleanacres until 
2008, when it was cut down so that it could be used to 
spray game cover, and then I was given a 36m trailed 
Hardi Commander 4400i, which I use today.”

In 1991 the MF 2645 was replaced by the first of 
three MF 3125s fitted with the Datatronic performance 
monitoring system.

“I had demos with lots of tractors when the MF 2645 
came up for replacement, including Case-IH, Ford, Same 
and John Deere models, but I wasn’t keen on any of 
them,” says Philip. “The Datatronic system was ahead 
of its time and also surprisingly simple to navigate. 
All three MF 3125s proved to be very reliable and easy 
to maintain, whilst the Dynashift transmission fitted to 
the later examples was a massive improvement on the 
numb 16-speed ‘box in the MF 2645.”

Philip’s final MF 3125 was replaced in 1999 with 
a 154hp MF 8210, the smallest of the new 8200 Series 
models introduced that year. Matched-up to a six-
furrow reversible Dowdeswell plough and Farm Force 
press, it performed faultlessly.

Switch to Sisu 
The MF 8210 made way for an early MF 6480, which did 
8000 hours with Philip at the wheel. It was to be the last 
Massey Ferguson tractor he used with a Perkins engine, 
as the 6480 that replaced it in 2012 was powered by 
a Sisu engine. Over the coming years, Philip put just shy 
of 10,000 hours on this tractor. 

“Both 6480s were superb,” he says. “They were 
much more agile than the MF 8210 and thanks to 
cab and front suspension they were more comfortable 
too. The programmable Dyna-6 transmission on the 
MF 6480 remains the best I’ve used for ploughing. 

“The only calamity I had with the last MF 6480 
was when the Sisu engine’s water pump failed,” 
recalls Philip. “I nursed the tractor back home and 
headed to Robson Tractors the next day with a list of 
parts, which they had in stock. Within a day I had it 
rebuilt and was back ploughing again. Despite this 
mishap, I maintain that my second MF 6480 was the 
best tractor I’ve ever had. My latest 6716S has some 
significant boots to fill.”

Philip took delivery of his 20th new Massey 
Ferguson tractor, a four-cylinder 165hp MF 6716S 
supplied by local dealer Franks Curtis, on 11 
December 2020. He has already used this tractor 
with a five-furrow Kverneland LD85 reversible to 
help plough Tunnel End field, where he had originally 
learned how to plough with his brother’s new MF 178 
more than 50 years earlier. 

“I don’t use the wheel slip function when 

ploughing with the 6716S because the soil types vary 
so much, and this can unintentionally raise the plough 
out of the ground,” he notes. “But this tractor pulls 
the plough without fuss anyway, even on the most 
challenging Wolds slopes.

“Many of the controls, including the diff-lock 
and PTO, are on the right-hand side cab pillar and 
are more conveniently placed than they were on the 
6480s. It’s the most advanced tractor I’ve driven, and 
I don’t mind admitting I’ve had to refer to the manual 
more than once. However, my enthusiasm for learning 
and understanding how to operate new equipment 
remains as great as it did when I first started driving 
tractors all those years ago.” 

Philip has become the longest-serving tractor 
driver at Birdsall Estates and he’s still one of the key 
members of the team, doing the ploughing and also 
spraying 11,500 acres each year.

“I’m hoping to continue working for at least 
another three years, and Birdsall Estates must want 
me to keep going a little longer as they don’t have me 
corn carting anymore, to save my back,” he smiles. 
“It’s been a wonderful place to live and work over 
this past 50 years.”

Finally, all that remains for us to say is a big thank 
you to Philip Nicholson and farm manager Richard 
Hughes of Birdsall Estates for their time, enthusiasm 
and cooperation. 

This Massey Ferguson 8220 
is very similar to the slightly 
lower-powered MF 8210 that 

Philip drove between 1999 
and 2004. It put in a faultless 

performance with a six-furrow 
reversible Dowdeswell plough 
and Farm Force press, he says. 

Photo: AGCO

Left: The cab on Philip Nicholson’s latest 
drive, a Massey Ferguson 6718S, is a world 
away from the Duncan unit that was fitted 
to the new MF 178 Multi-Power he drove for 
Birdsall Estates back in 1971.

Ploughing is Philip Nicholson’s favourite 
farm task, although he also specialises 

in spraying for Birdsall Estates, covering 
11,500 acres each year with a 36m trailed 

Hardi Commander 4400i.

MF 8200 SERIES

MF 6718S
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Original Classics

The Ford 4000 was one of Britain’s best-selling tractors during the 
1960s and 70s. Thousands have survived, but there’s certainly nothing 
common about the 1975 example owned by Martyn Reeve. Not only is 
it in exceptionally original time-warp condition, it’s also loaded with 
optional extras. Chris Lockwood has been finding out its history and 
watching it roll back the years on a beet clamp. 

Above: Martyn Reeve’s Ford 4000 was sold 
new by Mann Egerton in 1975 to P. C. Cole & 
Son from near Ipswich, Suffolk. Apart from 

a repainted roof and a black hammerited 
exhaust, the rest of this Ford’s paintwork is 

totally original. 
Inset above: Martyn Reeve, well-known in 

the farm model world for his custom-builds 
and extensive collection, became the Ford 

4000’s second owner in May 2019
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FULLY LOADED

THE FORD 4000 really needs no 
introduction. When new, its plucky three-
cylinder engine was a familiar sound in yards 

and fields up and down the country, as thousands of 
4000s went to work like an army of ants. Its versatility 
made it equally popular on small and large farms alike.  

Understandably, a Ford 4000 isn’t an unusual 
sight these days, but it’s the remarkably original 
condition of Martyn Reeve’s 1975 example that 
makes it stand out from the crowd. 

Before finding out more, a quick recap on the 
history of this model would be handy. The story 
began with the 1964 launch of the Ford Thousand 
Series, known internally as the ‘6X’ and now by many 
enthusiasts as the pre-Force. In 1968, these first 
generation Thousand Series tractors were replaced 
by the improved ‘Force’ or 6Y versions. The original 
4000, rated at 56hp, was replaced by an updated and 
re-styled 62hp version with higher torque at lower 
speeds. The new Ford Force 4000 achieved great 

success and became renowned for its pulling power 
and reliability. 

Engine improvements made at the time of the 
Force launch included a new cylinder head, a high 
lift camshaft, a new radiator, a new fuel pump and 
a larger air cleaner. There were also changes to the 
clutch, transmission and hydraulics.

In the pre-telehandler days of the 1970s, a Ford 
4000 was a very popular choice for materials handling 
with a front loader. Many of these loader-equipped 
tractors led busy and hard lives, but that’s not been 
the case with Martyn’s Ford 4000.  

According to its serial plate, this tractor rolled off 
Ford’s Basildon production line during the day shift 
on Wednesday 25 June 1975. Just six months later, 
Ford’s new 7A models were launched at the 1975 
Royal Smithfield Show, making this 4000 a relatively 
late example. It was supplied by the Princes Street, 
Ipswich, branch of dealer Mann Egerton to local 
farming business P. C. Cole & Son of Pipps Farm, 

Westerfield, near Ipswich, on 1 August 1975, at which 
time it received the registration of KGV 652P. Back 
then, Percy Cole and his son Ian were running Fords 
and Massey Fergusons on their farm, and their new 
Ford Force 4000 replaced an earlier pre-force 4000 
with a loader. 

Their P-plate 4000 was a very high-spec machine 
fitted with many options, including power steering, 
a de-luxe cab, seat and lighting, and a front grille 
guard. It came equipped with a Ford 8602 DAB 
front loader, which was made for the company by 
Steelfab, which also marketed it under the Horn-
draulic banner. This model of loader was suitable for 
the Ford 4000 and 5000 fitted with a safety cab, and 
it had a maximum lift height of 11ft 2in. The standard 
8602 had a manual trip bucket, but the DAB version 
had two double-acting bucket rams. The Coles’ Ford 
loader came with a 40in-wide root crop bucket, dirt 
bucket and manure fork. 

The farm was a solely arable enterprise, which 

Ford 4000 
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Top left: This Ford 4000 is fitted with the 
De-Luxe version of the Fieco safety cab, which 
added £46.20 to the price and included a solid 
rear window enclosure. 
Top right: The 8602 DAB front loader, made 
by Steelfab for fitment to the 4000 and 5000, 
was the highest specification loader offered 
by Ford. The loader benefits from twin double-
acting bucket-tip rams. They typically lose 
their paint, but not on this example. 
Below: This could so easily be the late 1970s. 
This 1975 Ford 4000, loaded with extras and still 
retaining almost all of its factory paintwork 
and features, has a time-warp quality.

was good news for the 4000 as it never encountered 
any farmyard manure. As well as general loading 
work, its most important job was loading sugar beet 
for onward transport to British Sugar’s factory, about 
eight miles away at Ipswich. The 4000 was also used 
with a McConnel Power Arm digger for ditching 
and general farm maintenance, and a Bomford 
Highwayman hedge cutter. Field work was apparently 
limited to top work such as rolling, and it also spent 
a little time on a trailer. During the winter months it 
was also used on a sawbench. 

Pack of paperwork
THE IMPRESSIVE WAD of paperwork that 
came with this tractor is also an important 
part of its history. The documentation includes 
a June 1974 Ford price list, contact details on 
Ford notepaper for Mann Egerton’s salesman, 
a handwritten breakdown of the tractor’s 
cost, the serial numbers of its components, 
separate manuals for the tractor and loader, 
and a service book. The Cole family bought 
the tractor from well-known Mann Egerton 
salesman Johnnie Hart, and there is even 
a cutting of his obituary.
Right: This 1975 Ford 4000 came with 
a remarkable array of paperwork, 
including a hand-written breakdown 
of its cost and even an obituary for 
its original salesman, Jonnie Hart of 
Mann Egerton.

The Cole family ceased farming in May 2000, 
by which time Pipps Farm was being worked by 
Percy’s son, Ian, and grandson, Stephen. The 4000 
was retained and although no longer used it was 
extremely well looked after. Martyn bought the tractor 
from Stephen Cole in May 2019, becoming its second 
owner. By now it had just over 5300 hours on the 
clock, equivalent to just 212 hours for each of the 25 
years it worked for a living. Its exceptional condition 
is a credit to the three generations of the Cole family 
who looked after and maintained it so meticulously. 

Cost new
List price (August 1975) £3332.00

Net price (after discount) £2436.00

Power steering £158.90

De-luxe cab £46.20

De-luxe seat £19.10

De-luxe lighting £17.50

Grille guard £16.50

Ford 8602DAB loader £407.00

Total £3101.20

VAT £542.71

Total incl. VAT £3643.91
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“It had been serviced every year right up to the 
time I bought it,” explains Martyn. “It hadn’t done 
anything for the last 19 years, but even after they 
stopped farming the family still changed the engine oil 
and filter every year. I was told that during its working 
life, the only work it needed was a replacement main 
clutch and a PTO clutch. The only damage is from 
where a rogue beet dropped over the back of the 
bucket onto the nose cone, leaving a very slight dent.

“The only paintwork that isn’t original is on 
the cab roof, which has been repainted at some 
point, and the exhaust had been given a coat 
of black Hammerite,” he continues.  “The black paint 
protected the exhaust from rusting over the years, 
and it has burnt off around the middle to leave the 
original silver showing through. I’ve left it as it is, and 
although I could change it, a new replacement would 
look wrong. It would just look like it’s got a brand-new 
shiny exhaust, and it probably wouldn’t last as long 
as the original anyway. Plus, it’s all part of its history.

“All I’ve done is put some rubber grommets in 
the holes where a guard had been fitted when hedge-
cutting, and given it a good clean and polish,” adds 
Martyn. “I also moved a more recent plough light 
from the front of the cab to the rear mudguard. I’ve 
got the left-hand wing mirror, which had been taken 

Above: The 4000’s rear end still has its original 
PTO cover and check chains. The inside surfaces 
of the rear mudguards, usually so prone to rot, 
are impressively rust-free. 
Left: The 4000’s front grille guard was a £16.50 
extra in 1975. It has helped to protect the grille 
and nose cone which, despite a lifetime of 
loader work, are still in great shape.

Below: This Ford 4000 has an original 
factory-fitted power steering system, 
which makes life much easier for loader 
work. It was a £158 optional extra.

Inside the cab

LIKE THE REST OF THE TRACTOR, the Fieco 
safety cab is in fabulous condition, with none 
of the usual corrosion found on other units. The 
standard Fieco cab had roll-up flexible cladding at 
the rear, but because this is the De-Luxe version, 
which was £46 extra, it has a solid glass and steel 
rear window enclosure.  

The doors are straight and solid, and the latches 
still feel remarkably tight when they are opened 
and closed. The cab interior is clean and crisp, and 
stepping inside it is like entering a time capsule. 
The black textured cladding on the insides of the 
mudguards is pristine, and although the top of the 
vinyl cladding on the original De-Luxe seat has 
split and is hanging down, as many do, it’s still in 
better than average shape. 

Everything works on the dash and unlike many 
Fords of this age, the gear layout decal is still 

readable. Only the steering wheel, smoothed by 
over 5000 hours of use, some wear on the pedals 
and some paint loss where the operator’s boots 
have rubbed while getting in and out, remind you 
that this tractor has done a decent bit of work. 

It’s the little things, such as the original Wingard 
rear view mirror, the blue insulation sleeving 
around the wiring and the intact warning decals, 
that make this 4000 a cut above many other tidy 
examples. Plus the fact that absolutely everything 
on this tractor works, including all the electrics 
and lights. It would be hard to believe it had ever 
spent a night outside. 

Above: With its bright paintwork and 
miraculously unmarked cladding, the cab 
interior is like a time capsule. The vinyl seat 
covering, despite its split, is in better shape 
than most. 

Factsheet
Tractor: Ford 4000

Year: 1975

Hours: 5305

Engine: Ford 3-cyl, 3.3-litre 

Power: 62hp

Transmission: 8F/2R

Weight: 2248kg (without loader)
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Above: The Cole family fitted an older set 
of wheel weights to the Ford 4000 using 
backing plates made by a local firm. The 

Dunlop Fieldmaster 12.4/11 x 36 rear tyres 
are the originals.

Right: Loading sugar beet was one of this 
Ford 4000’s main tasks during its working 

life. In January, Martyn recreated a typical 
sugar beet scene from the mid-1970s.

Above: Although this Ford 4000 was once 
used for hedge cutting, its paintwork hasn’t 
fared badly. The decals are the originals 
and they’ve retained their colour well. 
Left: It’s the little things that make this 
Ford 4000 special, like the presence of 
the original wing mirror, number plate, 
indicators and taillights. Better still, 
everything works, including all of the 
electrics.

off to fit the guard, and even the original windscreen 
wiper blade, which had been replaced with a new 
one. It also came with a pair of front wheel weights, 
although I’m not sure if they had ever been fitted.”

After years of continuous care and maintenance, 
which has continued under Martyn’s ownership, 
this 46-year old Ford 4000 is in amazingly original 
condition. The paintwork, retaining a bright lustre that 
gives this tractor its young and fresh appearance, is 
particularly impressive. It is obviously not immaculate 
and that’s exactly what makes it so special, unspoilt 
and authentic. 

For example, there are some blemishes from the 
time it spent hedge-cutting, and in common with 
many examples, there’s some worn paint on the front 
edge of the left-hand mudguard, where the operator 
leans when accessing the cab. These all add to the 
character and appeal of this classic Ford. 

The rear end is in good condition. The insides 
of the rear wings, an area where water can become 
trapped in seams and where rust typically sets in, are 
also remarkably sound. The PTO cover and guard are 

still present and unmarked, and the drawbar has no 
discernible wear, merely a shadow where a pin has 
sat for some time. 

“This tractor has done very little hydraulic work, 
which is why it’s all still so tight,” notes Martyn. 
“The hedge cutter was axle-bracket mounted, so it 
didn’t go on the arms. I’m told it didn’t do a great 
deal of hedge cutting as it wasn’t really man enough 
for the Bushwhacker flail head that was fitted to the 
trimmer. There were times when the driver had to slip 
the clutch.” 

This Ford is still fitted with its original Dunlop 
Fieldmaster 12.4/11 x 36 rear tyres, which have 
a useful amount of tread remaining. The front 
wheels are fitted with Goodyear 6.00 x 16 tyres 
and although they have some age-related cracks, 
it’s unclear if they are the originals or later 
replacements. 

“Stephen Cole told me that one day he drove 
it into a beet heap and spun the rear wheels,” says 
Martyn. “Apparently his father saw him do this and 
gave him a ticking off, telling him to go into the 
heap slowly and gradually feather the bucket up. 
That’s why, at 5300 hours, this tractor has still got 
its original rear tyres. Actually, it’s a good example 

of how well this tractor has been looked after, which 
is another reason why I make sure that I take care 
of it as well.

“When Stephen’s grandfather bought the 4000, 
he didn’t want to buy new wheel weights as they 
already had some from a Fordson Major,” he adds. 
“In order to fit the 4000 they needed the right 
backing plates. They had a relation who worked at 
Cubitt & Gotts, a local building firm which also had an 
engineering side, and they managed to make backing 
plates to fit the older weights. These weights are still 
fitted to the 4000, and although I have actually got 
a set of weights from the correct period, I feel it would 
be wrong to put those on, as the current weights and 
the story behind them are part of this tractor’s history, 
so they are staying on.”

Although this tractor is now in preservation, this 
January Martyn took it over to a sugar beet heap 
and pushed-up some of the crop. And what a sight it 
made, as the Ford re-created a quintessentially East 
Anglian farming scene from the mid-1970s. With the 
original root bucket full of sugar beet and the 4000’s 
three-cylinder tune carrying across the fields on 
a crisp still winter’s day, it was a fitting reminder 
of its original role. 
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Reader Rebuild  

It’s not often that a fire-damaged tractor that has sat around unused for years is resurrected in such 
spectacular style as the former ‘Golden Harvest’ Leyland 804 that has recently gone back to work on a Welsh 

farm. Sandy Cox learned how the transformation was achieved; pictures by Michael Hulin.

WHILE MOST OPERATORS  
appreciate the comfort of a heated and 
air-conditioned cab, there are still some 

who enjoy the wind in their hair and the sun on their 
face. David Powell, who farms at Llandegley, near 
Llandrindod Wells in mid-Wales, falls into that category.        

He has relied on a cabless Leyland 344 for quite 
a number of years, and although you might think 
a cab would be preferable in a damp climate, that’s 
not the case.

When it’s wet, David stays off the fields to avoid 
causing damage to his land. He rarely uses his tractor 
when it’s raining, so the lack of a cab isn’t a problem.  

His Leyland 344 has given him good service, 
but he felt he could do with another tractor to work 
alongside it – something with more power, more 
modern mechanics and four-wheel drive. What he 
didn’t want was a machine with an enclosed cab, as 
he prefers working in the open air. 

Fortunately, his near neighbours just down 
the valley from where he farms are agricultural 

engineers Mervyn Price and Michael Hulin. Mervyn 
was once a Leyland and Marshall main dealer, and 
since the demise of the Marshall/Steyr venture in 
1991, his business has continued selling parts for 
and maintaining Nuffield, Leyland, Marshall and 
JWD machines, as well as working on all types of 
other farm equipment. Mervyn and Michael were the 
obvious people for David to consult about what kind 
of machine might meet his needs.

Moving up to a four-wheel drive would mean 
moving forward at least about a decade, and there 
would need to be a worthwhile increase in power 
from the 55hp of the Leyland 344. Fortunately, sitting 
in one of Mervyn’s sheds was a tractor that it was 
thought might fit the bill – a ‘Golden Harvest’ 
Leyland 804, one of the last models to carry 
the Leyland name.

This tractor wasn’t ready to go to work 
immediately, having been in a barn fire 
a number of years previously. The Sekura 
Explorer cab had been removed and 
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not replaced and the rear wheels were missing too. 
“The 804 had been traded-in against a Marshall 

and had been stood in our shed for 4-5 years,” 
explains Michael. “We had thought about either 
breaking it for parts or doing it up, but hadn’t done 
anything more.”

Michael and Mervyn suggested to David that they 
could turn the Leyland 804 into a tractor that would 
meet his requirements. After he agreed, work on the 
project began. 

OPEN TOP
TRANSFORMATION

Leyland 804

Right: Owner David Powell prefers 
working in the open air, so he 
commissioned this re-worked Leyland 
804 from local marque specialists 
Mervyn Price and Michael Hulin. 
Below: This Leyland 804 started 
life with yellow ‘Golden Harvest’ 
bodywork, but as part of its refurb it 
has received a hybrid Leyland livery, 
with blue used on the panels, silver on 
the wheels and satin black on the cab 
frame, steps and chassis. 
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Cut-down cab Operator’s platform 

ALTHOUGH DAVID’S REQUIREMENT was for an open-air model with a roll bar for 
ROPS protection, the original cab was still needed to provide the platform for the 
operator. The original cab was still on hand and its metalwork, which was still good, 
provided the basis of what was needed.

“We studied pictures of the open-platform versions that Marshall had produced 
for export to see how they had made them,” explains Michael. “We took the top off 
the cab frame and repaired some rust damage under the seat and at the bottom 
of the inner wings, renewing it with new metal where necessary. At the front of 
the cab frame, on each side behind where the indicator and sidelights are sited, 
we fitted grab handles as used on later Marshalls. Then the cab frame, without 
mudguards, was sent off for sand blasting.”

Before the lower cab structure was painted the correct satin black colour, holes were 
cut for the roll bar frame to pass through on its way to being bolted to the rear half-axles. 

The cab structure, after being fitted to the tractor, was equipped with new 
mudguards of the correct type for a Leyland 804, including the correct style of 
combination rear lights. They did, however, gain a more-modern ploughing work light. 

The operator’s platform was retrimmed with padding on the inner mudguards 
and a new mechanical PVC-covered cushion seat. A new old-stock original floor 
mat was also found and installed. 

SOME OF THE CONTROLS were rebuilt using a combination of the tractor’s 
original parts and new replacements. The handbrake and PTO hand clutch on this 
machine are both sited on the floor to the left of the driver’s seat. While the levers 
themselves were good, the ratchet teeth they worked against on the bracket 
were worn, so the original levers were re-used, but with a new replacement 
bracket. A second-hand replacement spool valve block was fitted under the cab 
floor and equipped with new hydraulic pipework. 

“We were lucky to be able to acquire a new old-stock dashboard for this 
tractor,” says Michael, “and we also fitted new indicator and light switches.”

Eagle-eyed readers may notice that, strangely, this tractor is equipped with 
windscreen wiper and washer controls, despite having no windscreen! Although 
these controls are not connected to anything, it was necessary to have them for 
the protection that’s provided by the switch’s gaiter, where it fits onto the cowl 
around the steering column. The alternative would have been to find another 
solution to weatherproofing the hole where the switch fits.

The whole tractor was rewired and a new engine loom, equipped with more-
modern fuses, was fitted to reduce the risk of electrical fires.

About the rebuilders
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS Mervyn Price and Michael Hulin are well known 
in the world of Nuffield, Leyland, Marshall and JWD, not just in their local area 
but all over the UK and further afield. They receive calls most days from people 
seeking parts or advice on their tractors.

“Some machines are still being used daily for farm work, but they don’t do as 
much as they used to,” says Michael. “More people today are wanting parts to 
refurbish their machines and we are being asked more to do refurbishments.

“We have just completed a Marshall 802 and there is a Marshall 302 
underway at present, and we have an 804 in for some cosmetic work,” he adds. 

The open air 
operator’s 

platform is 
equipped with a 
new mechanical 
suspension seat 

with PVC-covered 
cushions and a 

new old-stock 804 
rubber floor mat.

Below: The front lower frame of the Sekura Explorer cab was retained 
and equipped with the type of grab handles fitted to later Marshalls.

Above: The open platform design, with the upper section of the 
Sekura cab removed, was based on photos of the export models 
produced by Marshall in the 1980s.

Below: The Leyland has been fitted with wider tyres than the 
originals, for added flotation on soft ground.  The straight-

pipe exhaust used by Leyland has been replaced with a later 
Marshall-type silencer.



 April 2021  CLASSIC TRACTOR 49

The fire had been in the cab, so the tinwork and 
front tyres were still good. What Mervyn and Michael 
were working with was really a Leyland 804 skid unit 
complete with front wheels. The first task was to get 
the 804 out of the shed and wash it off, so that it 
could then be dismantled to find out what would be 
needed to make it good again.

The engine wasn’t the original unit, but a newer 
replacement that had come from a later Marshall 802. 
However, it was still the same 82hp Leyland 4/98TT 
turbo four-cylinder motor that would have been fitted 
to a Leyland 804, just a bit newer.

“The pipework around the engine had got hot, so 
all the fuel lines were renewed as well as the radiator 
and the cooling system hoses,” explains Michael. 

Although the engine appeared to be in generally 
good condition and turning over without any 
difficulty, it was decided that caution was the best 
policy, so the cylinder head was taken off to survey 

the inner workings. No problems were found so the 
head went back on with a new gasket. At the front 
of the engine, a new hydraulic pump was fitted 
together with the later-type mounting bracket and 
rubber coupling. A new clutch and release bearings 
were also fitted to ensure everything would be fully 
operational long into the future. 

New master cylinders and slave cylinders for the 
clutch and brakes were on the list too. Underneath 
where the cab had been sits the hydraulic diverter valve, 
and this was stripped down and fitted with new seals 
in case they had been affected by heat from the fire. 
All the hydraulic hoses were renewed too.

Choice of liveryFront and rear
THIS LEYLAND 804 started life as a ‘Golden Harvest’ model with yellow bodywork, but it hasn’t been returned 
to that livery. David really likes his blue Leyland 344, which has given him thousands of hours of loyal service, 
and he liked the idea of it having a ‘blue’ companion. During the Leyland 344 era, the tinwork, cab and chassis 
were painted blue and the wheels were in silver. 

The decision was taken to give the re-worked 804 the same Leyland blue livery on its bodywork, along with 
a coat of silver for the wheels. However, other aspects of its appearance would take their inspiration from the 
livery used on later Leyland models. This included painting the chassis, cab frame and steps in satin black, 
along with the front weights, after they had been sand-blasted.  

Quite a bit of thought went into what type of decals to use on the bonnet. Earlier Leylands had a dark blue stripe 
with the Leyland name in silver, while the later Synchro models featured a silver stripe with Leyland in blue. Some 
tractors had their model numbers on the bonnet 
stripe while others had it on the rear mudguard. 
Originally, this Golden Harvest Leyland 804 
would have had its model number on the front 
of the tractor, which, like the Leyland name on 
the bonnet sides, would have been in a burnt 
orange colour. While the blue tractors had 
their Synchro decal in red on the bonnet stripe, 
Golden Harvest ones had the ‘Synchro’ word on 
the sides of the rear mudguards.  

The final decision was to use a silver stripe 
along the sides of the bonnet and around the 
nose, with the Leyland name in dark blue and 
the Synchro in red. The model number has 
been left off altogether.

THE ORIGINAL PICK-UP-HITCH was quite worn, 
but fortunately Mervyn and Michael had a better 
used one in stock. They fitted this unit and 
equipped it with new pins and installed a new 
pick-up hitch cable. A set of Leyland front weights 
was found and a bracket was made to prevent 
them from rattling.

Back when Leyland produced its 804 model 
in 1980-81, tractors were generally not equipped 
with front mudguards. On a four-wheel drive, the 
front wheels throw up a lot of mud and water which 
would, at the least, be unpleasant for the operator of 
an open platform tractor. With this in mind, suitable 
front mudguard skins were found and fitted to axle 
brackets that Mervyn and Michael made themselves.  

Above: The view from the rear shows the 
sturdy roll-over protection. The original 
worn pick-up hitch was replaced with a 
much better refurbished second-hand unit.

Below: Buying a tractor with an open 
platform may seem an unusual choice in 
a high rainfall area, but the water-holding 
land means that little field work is done 
when it’s raining.

New, correct-type rear mudguards and 
rear lights have been fitted, together with 
a later-style ploughing light. The original 
sticker used on the rear mudguard appears 
humorous on a tractor that has no windows.
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01823 429431
07760 236534

www.blackdownfarmservices.co.uk

USED Admiral Low Loader, approx 
23ft long, carry around 12 ton, 10 stud 
high speed fixed axles with good twin 
wheels, hydraulic brakes, adjustable 
manual ramps, sprung drawbar, steel 
floor, road lights...................... £4,795

USED Evans and Reid Tractor Grab, 
approx 4ft wide, twin ram, solid back, 
good tines, in good order, hydraulic 
hoses & Euro 8 brackets  .........  DUE IN 

USED Quicke 160 Bucket, 5ft wide, 
good front edge, great condition, 
hardly used. No 3 brackets  ........  £425

NEW MX Multimass Ballast Weight 
Blocks, 600kg, 900kg, 1200kg or 
1500kg base weights plus 400kg add on, 
also toolbox add on, very clever design, 
easy hitch on/off, choice of colours
................................... Prices from £995

USED MX Dung Fork, 4ft7in wide, 
good strong fork, 7 tight & straight 
tines. Good condition. MX brackets
...................................................  £450

NEW LWC Galvanised Transport Link 
Boxes, 4ft, 5ft, and 6ft wide, tipping 
linkage, half height rear tailboard, 
nicely made robust boxes. 
E.g. 6ft......................................... £650

USED Dunbar Low Loader Trailer, 
approx 24ft long, carry around 15-18 ton, 
10 stud high speed tri axles with twin 
wheels, air suspension, air brakes, fixed 
drawbar, good floor, road lights, sprung 
ramps, nice high spec trailer .....£6,395

USED Albutt S160HX Shear Grab, 
2014, 1.6m (5ft) wide, 0.85m3 capacity, 
12 Hardox tines, twin ram, good cutting 
edge. Tidy shear grab. For sale due to 
upgrade. Euro 8 brackets  ........  £1,295

USED Kidd Bale Chopper, tub type, 
3 point linkage or A frame mounted, 
good working order, very tidy for age. 
Ready to go straight to work  ......  £895

NEW Moulton Yard Scrapers, 
galvanised, A frame or pin attachment, 
50mm moulded rubber blade, 
adjustable working width, heavy duty 
swing over, very well made ......... £725

USED Strimech X-Form Tractor 
Bucket, 2012, 7ft wide, 1.2m3 
capacity, good front edge, in good 
condition. Euro 8 brackets  .........  £695

NEW Albutt Shear Grabs & Buckets, 
twin or triple ram, heavy duty pins, wide 
opening, Hardox or KV tines, choice of 
sizes & brackets in stock. The best on the 
market...........................................  £POA

NEW Beaco Products Rollers, 
4ft to 10ft wide, British built, 50mm ball 
or pin hitch options, greasable hardwood 
bearings, very well made. 
In stock ..........................................£POA

USED Misc Telehandler Bucket, 
7ft wide, good solid bucket, straight 
front edge, shallow depth, ideal for 
stone, rubble, dung etc. Pin and cone 
brackets  ....................................  £595

ALL PRICES + VAT

NEW SIP Grassland 
Machinery. Now with 
3 year warranty!! 
Same great robust kit 
but with extra peace 
of mind. Contact us 
now to discuss your 
requirements and take 
advantage of out of 
season prices ....£POA   

NEW Moulton Feed Pushers, A frame, 
pin or pallet fork mounted, twin super 
single tyres, greasable pivots, adjustable 
working width, very well made ........ £750

NEW Kidd Bale 
Shredders, mounted 
or trailed, straw 
and/or silage, twin 
chop option, very 
solid and well made 
British machines at 
competitive prices. 
Call now for more 
details...........£POA

NEW Hogg Engineering Multipurpose 
Tipping Trailer, 14 ton capacity, 16ft long 
by 8ft wide, drop sides, manual tailgate, 
sprung drawbar, 8 stud axles with hydraulic 
brakes, super single tyres, LED lights, bale 
extension and lades .................... £9,795

NEW BFS Work 
Platforms, 
2 person 
capacity, kick 
boards, floor 
grips, harness 
point, self closing 
gate, high mesh 
back, pallet fork 
mounted, in 
high vis yellow. 
Choice of sizes. 
Prices from
...................£695 

USED Tullow Muck Spreader, 
8.5cu capacity, new chains and 
bearings last year, in good working 
order, now surplus to requirements
 ..............................................   DUE IN 

1969 County 754 
nice example.

1985 Ford TW35 Super Q 
7,200 hrs in very genuine 

original condition.

1991 Ford 7810 Series 3, 
with loader, air con, 7,200 hours. 
No rust in cab, very tidy example.

1976 Ford 7600, 
dual power, nice tractor, 

great for road runs. 

1983 Massey Ferguson 290, 
4wd, in immaculate original 

condition.

1985 John Deere 4040S, 
4wd, good tractor, 

tidy example. 

1986 Ford 7710, Super Q cab, 
Series 2, with 6,500 hrs, Carraro 

axle, very clean tractor. 

1976 Ford 7000 in nice original 
condition Load monitor 

and dual power.

1983 Ford TW35, 
Q cab, 4wd, 7,000 hrs, 

nice straight tractor.

1993 Massey Ferguson 362 4wd, 
6,500 hrs, 12/12 shuttle, 

very genuine tractor. 

1983 John Deere 4240S, 
very nice tractor, 2,500 hours.

Ford 8210, choice of 3, 
all Super Q, one Series 3 

and two Series 2. 

1990 Massey Ferguson 390, 
4wd, 3 sticks, 4,700 hours, 
very nice straight tractor.

1981 International 955XL 4wd 
in very genuine condition. 

1991 Ford 7810 Series 3, 
air con, 6,500 hrs, in very 

genuine condition, no rust.

Rodney Cowle MachineryRodney Cowle Machinery

Rodney 07831 178271  Steve 07786 391816
E-mail: sales@rodneycowlemachinery.co.uk    web: www.rodneycowlemachinery.co.uk



 Tel: 07817 716882
 Email: scheersagri@gmail.com

 www.scheersengineering.co.uk

John Deere 6910S, 2001, 8,400 hours, 
TLS, LHR, P/Q 40K, front links, PTO. £POA

John Deere 7710, 1999, 7,500 hours, 
TLS, LHR, very tidy. £POA

John Deere 6910, 1999, 7,300 hours, 
TLS, LHR, c/w Trima loader. £POA

Krone 900 Swadro twin rotor rake, 
2006. £4,250

Teagle 8 foot offset topper, 
2016. £1,950

Zetor 8145 Turbo, 1987, 6,300 hours, 
excellent orig cond, hard to � nd. £8,750

JUST IN Deutz DX 4.51, 1991, 6,000 hrs, 
c/w MX loader, tidy well cared for. £POA

Case International 485, 
1988, 7,300 hours. £3,995

John Deere 6910, 1998, 10,700 hours, 
TLS, LHR P/Q gearbox. £POA

John Deere 6610, 2000, 9,900 hrs, TLS, 
LHR, P/Q gearbox, c/w Trima loader. £POA

Fendt Twister 7706 tedder, 
2019, as new. £6,250

Tri-axle bale trailer, on air brakes and 
suspension, approx 30 feet. £2,995

Tel: 01305 889924 or Mob: 07831 470379 � Email: info@mjfry.co.uk � Website: www.mjfry.co.uk

New Grove Barn, Grove Hill, Martinstown,   Higher Woodsford, 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9JP  Dorchester DT2 8BL

Deutz-Fahr 7250 TTV Warrior, 246hp, 
special edition, full spec  .................  £132,000

Deutz-Fahr 5125, 126 hp, 30 x 30 power shift 
trans, SDD quick steer, FZ 20 loader .. £59,500

New Vicon RV 5216 SC 14N baler, Supercut 
14 knife chop system, ISOBUS   £32,649 + VAT

Deutz-Fahr 6165 RC Shift Warrior Special Ed, 
171hp, Led lights, engine brake  ........ £89,500

Dieci Agri Star  40.7 EVO2, Michelin tyres, 
Pin and conehead stock ..................... £66,500

Moro-Aratri Warrior plough, 5 furrow, auto 
reset, auto balancing on turning  .......  £24,916

Deutz-Fahr 6185 RC Shift, 2019, 2,400 hours, 
188 hp, Auto steer ready .................... £78,000

Ltd Ed Same Explorer 110 GS, 113hp, non 
Ad-Blue, 60F X 60R transmission  .....  £52,286

Alpego Maratona MG 300, Disc harrows, 
3 metre working width  .....................  £14,778

Deutz-Fahr 6145.4, 4 cylinder, 145 hp, 54F x27 R 
transmission .............................................. £76,500

Deutz-Fahr 5110 G GS, non Ad-Blue, 113hp, 
a/c, 20F x 20R with electric Hi-Low ... £48,500

Kubota F2880, 2006, 1,969 hours, road 
registered, 4wd, 1.5 mtr � ail  ............... £5,250

agricultural engineering
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THE SELF-PROPELLED slurry tanker 
market has always been a specialised area 
and one that’s traditionally been dominated by 

a handful of manufacturers from mainland Europe, 
some of which currently offer machines with tank sizes 
up to an impressive 32,000 litres. It may therefore 
come as a surprise to discover that a small British 
manufacturer, Twose of Tiverton, in Devon, was one of 
the first companies to offer a twin-axle, pivot-steered, 
self-propelled tanker, purpose-built for waste disposal.    

“The Vibraject concept was first mooted in 
response to a proposed EU directive banning the 
dumping of sewage at sea in the late 1970s,” explains 
former Twose employee and development engineer 
Marcus Frankpitt. “At the time it was felt that the 
most viable alternative would be the spreading of 
huge volumes of raw sewage or slurry on farmland, 
which created a new set of problems.” 

With an understanding of this new directive, 
Marcus and his colleagues Graham Mitchell and 
Trevor Folland joined forces and began putting 
together a design concept for a proposed high-
capacity tanker. Although Twose had no experience 
of manufacturing a self-propelled machine, the team 
were confident they could find a solution in this very 
unknown territory.

Concept stage 
The initial hurdle that had to be overcome related to 
the application of the slurry/waste, rather the design 
of the tanker itself. From the outset, the injection of 
waste material into the ground was considered to be 
one of the best solutions due to a number of factors, 
including reduced surface run-off, odour and spoilage. 
Fathoming out how best to carry out the injection 
process was the hard part, with experiments having 
to be carried out in a specific way. 

“Part of my physics ‘A’ level was to measure the 
effect of vibration on draft requirements of earth 
working implements,” explains Marcus. “Using 
some fairly rudimentary equipment it soon became 
apparent that with the right frequency and amplitude, 
substantial reductions in draft were achievable.”

Following this early research, the group began 
to explore the potential of using vibrating tines in 
an injection system dubbed ‘Vibraject’. The plan was 
for the tines to inject waste up to 30cm below the 
surface at high application rates. Importance was also 
placed on minimising the disturbance of the surface, 
ensuring that the waste material was ‘enclosed’ 
below ground to limit the impact of odour and surface 
contamination, as well as considering the absorption 

Twose is best known for its range of implements, but back in the late 
1970s and early 80s the Devon firm took the bold step of developing 
a purpose-built self-propelled tanker – the Vibraject. Howard Sherren 
has been delving into the history of this fascinating product and finding 
out what became of the handful of Vibrajects that were produced. 

Above: The prototype Vibraject was based 
on an articulated Massey Ferguson 1250 

skid unit. It was dismantled after the initial 
testing work was completed, however, it 

did appear in promotional material, mainly 
to gauge interest in the concept.

Below: This early Twose Vibraject was 
owned by David Pimlott, a pig farmer from 

Clay Hall Farm, Great Witchingham, Norfolk. 
The whereabouts of his old machine is 

currently unknown. Photo: Twose.

52 CLASSIC TRACTOR  April 2021

From the archives  Twose Vibraject

ADMINISTERING
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AN INJECTION 



Left: Equipping a Vibraject with Goodyear 
Terra-Tyres lowered its low ground 
pressure, but increased its width to over 
3m. This unit ended up with a contractor 
in East Anglia.

Above: The primary application for the 
Vibraject was intended to be sewage 

injection. This unit is being filled via the top 
fill hatch at a sewage treatment works. This 

machine, one of the first pre-production 
units, is fitted with Trelleborg Twin tyres

Top right: The Twose Vibraject made 
a neat job of injecting waste into 

grassland. However, the power required to 
pull the injector legs and the wear on them 

made it a costly operation.
Right: The standard Sekura cab was 

upgraded to include a weight-adjusting air 
seat, a specially-designed floor matt, a CCTV 
console and multifunction side consoles. Air-

conditioning was optional. 
Inset below: The vibrating legs used on 

the Vibraject not only helped the waste to 
be dispersed, but also improved the soil 

structure. Various other applicators were 
available.

properties of the soil, so as to avoid crop striping.
Each vibrating tine was spring-loaded and 

contained an internal duct to allow the slurry to reach 
the foot of the tine, where an upwardly convex hollow 
shoe lifted the soil into a relatively shallow, wide 
tunnel. The shoe constituted a rigid canopy or hood 
into which the slurry was discharged. The vibrator 
itself comprised an offset weight mounted on heavy-
duty bearings within an aluminium housing, driven by 
a small Danfoss motor to give a vibration frequency 
of 16-27hz. These units could then be bolted to any 
tine assembly to provide the vibration required. Twose 
applied for and was granted a worldwide patent for its 
complete Grassland Injection System. 

Evaluation period 
In 1981, an evaluation machine, based on a second-
hand Massey Ferguson 1250, was constructed 
for initial trials. The design retained the standard 
front section of the tractor, with a new rear chassis 
constructed to accept an 8000-litre tank. The 
MF 1250’s conventional MF-based rear axle was 
replaced with an Eaton unit to carry the additional 
loads and provide the extra braking performance 
required due to the greater weight. The wheels 
and tyres were replaced with the then relatively 
new Trelleborg Twins to provide lower ground 
pressure and improved handling at speed. The initial 
prototype was put to work locally and provided 
valuable feedback in terms of what was required of 
a large self-propelled tanker that was capable 
of working in the field and on the road.
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With the experience they had gleaned 
from the evaluation trials of the MF-based 
tanker, the team at Twose proceeded 
to design a purpose-built unit 
from scratch in 1981. The initial 
design brief called for a power 
unit of around 180hp, a fully 
hydrostatic transmission with 
a top speed of over 20mph, 
a comfortable Q cab, a ground 
pressure of 15psi in the field, 
and rear wheels that followed 
the path of the fronts to reduce 
damage to the ground surface. 

The tank was expected to be 
between 9000 and 10,000 litres in capacity 
and the injection of the waste was to be via 
vibrating legs. 

This was the design brief that was followed during 
the build of a pre-production Vibraject machine. This 
early unit was powered by a V6 Deutz F6L 413F air-
cooled engine with a 9.5-litre capacity, a rated power 
of 172hp and a phenomenal maximum power of 
192hp. With its 613Nm of torque at 1500rpm, the 

Deutz motor 
p r o v i d e d 
excellent fuel 
e c o n o m y 
and lugging 

power .  In 
1982, the Deutz 

F6L 413F engine 
had a specific fuel 

consumption of just 
216 g/kWh, whereas the 

consumption of an equivalent 
super efficient modern engine today is 

over 276 g/kWh, an increase of some 27 percent. 
The initial transmission of choice consisted of 

tandem Poclain closed loop transmission pumps 
linked to H25 Poclain wheel motors. However, the 
production machines used Rexroth A4V90 pumps 
capable of delivering 244 litres/minute at 450 bar. 
Each pump drove a pair of wheel motors on each 
axle so there was an effective diff-lock between the 
front and rear axles, but not between the wheels on 
the same axle. Also, by connecting the two pumps 
together with heavily restricted bypass pipes, this 
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compensated for any small differences in axle speeds 
whilst turning, etc., thereby avoiding any possible 
damage. The motors provided a maximum of 108hp 
and a static braking torque of 1500 mdaN per wheel. 

With its fully hydrostatic transmission the Vibraject 
was easy to operate and it could also accelerate and 
stop very rapidly, which became quite noticeable as 
soon as you operated the machine, recalls Marcus. 

“Being able to make high speed direction changes 
was not always an advantage, especially for an over 
exuberant young man when exiting a slippery, slurry 
covered yard,” he notes. “A rebuilt concrete block 
wall on my family’s farm bears testimony to this.” 

The maximum speed of 23mph was considered 
fast for an agricultural vehicle at the time of 
production. When fitted with Trelleborg Twin tyres 
the Vibraject didn’t take up too much of the road, but 
it could be interesting driving a machine on 43in-wide 
Goodyear Terra-Tyres. The wider Goodyears provided 
excellent low ground pressure, but they were not 
ideal, especially for other road users, when travelling 
down narrow country lanes. 

Choice of cab 
When it came to the cab, Twose felt the easiest and 
most logical choice was to go for an off-the-shelf unit. 
They opted for the Sekura Q cab that was being fitted 
at the time by David Brown and Marshall. Apart from 
the cab, these brands shared no other components 
with the Vibraject. The Sekura unit was selected not 
only for its availability, but also its practical features, 
excellent comfort, quietness and compatibility. 

The pivot-steer chassis was designed from the 
ground-up to allow excellent maneuverability in 
confined spaces and so that the rear wheels would 
follow as closely as possible the same track as the 
front wheels. This necessitated the steering pivot 
being as central as possible, with the main tank 
overhanging the pivot. High tensile steels were used 
extensively on the chassis to reduce the operating 
weight and minimise any future fatigue problems. 

Considerable thought also went into the tank 
itself. It was fabricated using high-spec steel with 
a full-size rear door to allow for easier cleaning and 

servicing, and it could be filled and discharged either 
as a vacuum tanker or with a fixed displacement 
rubber-lobed pump that was incredibly efficient 
and fast. This was, however, until the rubber rotors 
absorbed oils or fats in some sewage wastes and 
swelled up to the point where they would seize solid.  

Consistent application
One of the more interesting problems for designer 
Marcus Frankpitt was how to ensure each injector 
received a constant flow rate as the level of material 
dropped in the tank. Various solutions were tested 
such as inflatable restrictors in each tine leg to 
increase the flow resistance, and also by adjusting 
the air pressure in the tank, to compensate for the 
falling level of material. The inflatable restrictors 
worked well, as the flow rate could easily be adjusted 
from the cab, however, they were very susceptible 
to damage or blockage due to the debris, known in 
the trade as ‘rag’, that was found in raw sewage. 
A rotary distributor was the final solution, which both 

Right: This Twose 
Vibraject, finished 

in a striking 
white livery, was 
supplied to Welsh 
Water. The utility 

provider placed 
an order for this 

late-build machine 
following a 

successful season 
operating a used 

Vibraject.  

 Model Twose Vibraject

Production 1981-1988
Engine Deutz F6L 413F, V6 air-cooled
Power 187hp
Transmission Lohmann & Stolterfoht IVP 163/2
Top speed 23mph
Fuel capacity 450 litres
Tank capacity 9100 litres
Weight 11,000kg
Wheelbase 3.85m
Cab Sekura

Specification
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Far left: The Twose Vibraject made its 
public debut on the company’s stand at 
the Public Works Machinery Show in 1982. 
There was a buzz of excitement about 
what was then a completely new concept.
Left: The time and attention to detail that 
went into Twose’s stand at the 1982 Public 
Works Machinery Show was impressive, 
as was the £75-£100,000 price tag of the 
company’s new Vibraject self-propelled 
tanker.   

chopped and metered the slurry to each 
injector, combined with variable pressure 
control in the tank. 

The grassland tines proved to be 
highly effective at injecting a huge 
amount of slurry due to the wide shear 
on the bottom of the tine. The vibration 
system and slurry injection pressure 
resulted in the entire width of the turf being 
raised by several inches to a point where it 
was like walking on a water bed. Ultimately this 
injection system proved too expensive, complicated 
and prone to damage from obstructions, and it was 
superseded by other systems such as the Vredo disc 
injector.

Public launch 
The Vibraject made its public debut on the Twose 
stand at the Public Works Machinery Show at the 
Olympia event venue in London in 1982. Former 
Twose salesman Trevor Folland remembers there was 
a real buzz about the concept and a lot of talk about 
its high purchase price.  

“I recall the Vibraject having a price of between 
£75,000 and £100,000,” recalls Trevor. “The cost of 
a separate new tractor and trailed tanker was 
a lot less than that, which I think is one of the main 
reasons why Vibraject sales never took off.”

Despite this, a number of Vibraject sales were 
made, with the first production machine being sold 
to the CSG Group from London, which used it in 
Southampton for sewage sludge injection across 
the south of England. Following the success of this 
machine, other sewage companies soon signed-up for 
a Vibraject, including Welsh Water, which purchased 
two units, one of which was finished in a unique and 
striking white paint scheme.

The Twose Vibraject made its agricultural market 
debut at the 1982 Muck Event at Stoneleigh. According 
to Trevor, there were some issues with lifting the 
injector out of the ground at the event, but despite this, 
a number of people expressed an interest and asked for 
on-farm demonstrations. Contractor David Pimlott from 

Great Whitchingham in Norfolk was so impressed by the 
Vibraject he tried he bought it after the demonstration, 
predominantly to use for moving pig slurry. 

Another pig farmer from Skegness in Lincolnshire 
is believed to have made a purchase. Roy Prouse 
Contracting of Holsworthy in Devon wasn’t put off by 
the high purchase price and ran a total of three Twose 
Vibrajects over the years. His son David still owns one. 

Production of the Vibraject came to an end in 

1988, allowing Twose to focus on its well-established 
and volume-selling range of grassland machinery. 

“In hindsight the Vibraject project was way ahead 
of its time,” says Marcus. “The dumping of raw 
sewage at sea continued for many years and in some 
cases still takes place today.” 

Marcus left Twose in 1985 to pursue interests 
in farming and he later teamed up with his former 
colleague Graham Mitchell to form Loglogic in 1992. 

Right: Twose offered a bareback version of 
its self-propelled power unit, but none were 

sold. The author believes the unit shown 
was used for promotional purposes, before 

being fitted with a tanker and injection 
system.

Inset below: Thanks to its exceptionally 
low centre of gravity and powerful Deutz 
engine, the Twose Vibraject tanker could 

tackle most slopes.
Below right:  The original injector legs were 

replaced by a Vredo disc injection system, 
pictured, for grassland work. Benefits 

of using the Vredo dics included a faster 
travel speed, less wear and a lower power 
requirement, all of which made the job 

more cost effective.

This Vibraject, dubbed ‘Bianca’, is believed to be the only unit that was exported 
to Europe. It spent much of its life in Holland, where waste disposal remains an 

important issue. Here it is seen injecting into a ploughed field.



T: 01228 712121
M: 07834258433
E: INFO@MDLPOWERUP.COM
W: WWW.MDLPOWERUP.COM

SUPPLIERS OF 
AGRICULTURAL 

MACHINERY 

SHEEP SLATS

PLEASE RING FOR A QUOTE
CALF, PIG AND SHEEP SLATS

STARTING FROM £6.50

22TON LOG SPLITTER

22 TON TRACTOR MOUNTED
HORIZONTAL AND VERTICAL

ONLY £899.00

EFGC FLAIL MOWER

 1.55 / 1.75 METRE CUT 
FOR 25+ HP / MEDIUM DUTY
STARTING FROM £1,395.00

EFGC SIDE SHIFT FLAIL

1.75 / 2.0 / 2.2 METRE CUT 
FOR 55+ HP / MEDIUM DUTY
STARTING FROM £1,595.00

HEAVY DUTY VERGE MOWER

TRACTORS 55HP + / 1.8M OR 2.2M CUTS
TILTS 90 DEGREES UP, 55 DEGREES DOWN

STARTING FROM £3,295.00

ATV150 FLAIL MOWER

HEDGE TRIMMER 80CM

COMPACT TRACTORS 18HP - 40HP / PTO 
DRIVEN NO NEED FOR YOUR TRACTORS 

HYDRAULICS. ONLY £3,995.00

15HP PETROL CHIPPER

15HP PETROL ENGINE, OFF-ROAD 
TOWABLE. CAN CHIP UP TO 3.5î 

ONLY £1,650.00

MEDIUM DUTY VERGE MOWER

COMPACT TRACTORS 20HP+ 1.25, 1.45, 
1.65M. TILTS 90 DEGREES UP, 55 DEGREES 

DOWN. STARTING FROM £1,695.00

NEW EFGC (BLUE)

1.55 / 1.75 METRE CUT 
FOR 25+ HP / MEDIUM DUTY
STARTING FROM £1,300.00

37TON LOG SPLITTER

37 TON / OFF ROAD TOWABLE
15HP LONCIN ENGINE

ONLY £1,650.00

15HP LOG SAW

15HP PETROL ENGINE
700MM TUNGSTEN TIPPED BLADE

STARTING FROM £1,450.00

All prices EXCLUDE VAT
Delivery available in the UK from £60 - £150

For delivery to Ireland or Europe please ring for a quote
All our machines come with 12 months warranty

Returns accepted

01228 712121
Based in Dalston, Carlisle

ATV150/120 TOWABLE FLAIL
15 HP PETROL ELECTRIC START ENGINE

STARTING FROM £1,750.00
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Where are they now

Registration F728LOD is currently owned by David 
Prouse of Devon. This machine, which dates from 1988, 
is believed to be the last Vibraject to be produced by 
Twose. It is also uniquely fitted with a Samson top 
loading, self-fill 8ft arm that arrived with the tank from 
new. David has recently constructed a dribble bar on the 
rear of the tanker to enable it to be further utilised as 
part of his contracting business. 

More information: If you have any further information 
on the history of any of these Twose Vibrajects, please 
contact the author, Howard Sherren, via the editor.

Some Twose Vibrajects have survived, some have been scrapped while the whereabouts of others remains 
unknown. Here, we look at what became of some of the 15 or so Vibrajects that were produced by Twose.

Registration A647 RTA was originally a Twose 
demonstrator before being supplied to Roy 
Prouse Contracting. Several years later it was 
sold and made its way to Cheshire, where it 
worked on a large organic farm at Wrexham 
in North Wales, before being sold again to 
a contractor near Carlisle. During this time it 
was resprayed and renovated by New Holland 
dealer Lloyd Limited, before then being sold 
to another dairy/pig farm in North Yorkshire. 
It currently belongs to the author, who saved it 
from being converted into a dumper.

Registration number B689 WFJ belongs to Keith Longton 
from near Preston, Lancs. Originally sold to Welsh Water 
in its white livery, the tanker has been with Keith for 
approximately 15 years and was one of a pair run by 
Taylor Contractors for waste disposal. After he purchased 
his machine via eBay, Keith used it for contracting up 
until recently. He has now put it into semi-retirement and 
is hoping to refurbish it shortly. 

This Y-registered unit was believed to have 
been used for promotion at shows in 1980, and 
it also appeared in some of the press photos 
and farming publications. It had a smaller 
1800-gallon tank, a two-speed transmission 
and a lower horsepower engine. It could be the 
first of three Vibrajects purchased by Devon 
contractor Roy Prouse. If so, it went on to 
inject thousands of gallons of waste, before 
eventually being scrapped. 

One of a handful of exports, this Vibraject has led an 
interesting life. Supplied to M. Tillaar of Someren, 
Netherlands, this Vibraject was used for a wide range of 
applications. The original injection system was removed 
and trials were carried out using Vredo disc injectors 
to speed up the operation. In recent years, while in 
the ownership of Loonbedrijf Brouwer Ziip, Bianca, as 
the machine is dubbed, has had its tank removed and 
replaced by a Schuitemaker silage wagon trailer. This is 
mainly for assisting with very wet maize harvests when 
low ground pressure is required. 

HOD 625Y was the second of two machines owned 
by Keith Longton, however, it was in such poor 
condition when it joined him that the decision 
was taken to use it for spares to keep his other 
1984 Vibraject running. It had previously been 
used by Taylor Contractors and was one of the 
few units to have air-conditioning fitted to the 
Sekura Explorer cab. 

Twose Vibraject registration E374 BTT currently resides 
in Devon and has been parked up for at least 10 years. 
Supplied to a Devon pig farmer, the unit is believed to 
be the penultimate Vibraject and was again used to 
dispose of pig waste under the soil to avoid issues of 
smell and surface run-off. The hydraulic pumps failed and 
the pumps were sent away for repair. The owner felt the 
repair cost was uneconomical so the machine has been 
left to nature.  Photo: David Prouse. 

A777 MTT was supplied to a waste disposal 
company, possibly the CSG Group, which operated 
it on low-profile Terra-Tyres in the Southampton 
area. It was then purchased second-hand by 
Waveney Contractors from Wooten, near Bungay, 
in Suffolk, in the mid-1980s. It was used by this 
business throughout the remainder of the 1980s 
and well into the 1990s. Waveney Contractors 
was latterly taken over by another contractor. 
The location and recent history of A777 MTT is 
currently unknown. Photo: Nick Clark. 

A647 RTA

Y-REG

E374 BTT

EXPORT A777 MTT

XDV639X, one of the earlier production 
machines, is seen here in operation with 
a top fill pipe in a sewage works. Fitted with 
the narrower Trelleborg Twin wheels, smaller 
tank and bonnet hood, it featured in Twose’s 
promotional material at the time. Its current 
location is unknown.

XDV 639X
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User experiences

Because the Twose Vibraject was a low-volume, niche 
product, finding people who have first-hand experience of 
operating one of these self-propelled tankers isn’t easy. 
But we’ve tracked down three 
people, two of which still own 
a Vibraject, and asked them 
for their views. 

This Vibraject belongs to Keith 
Longton and was one of a pair he 

purchased on eBay in 2005. One 
was tatty and the other had a 

transmission pump fault, so he used 
the parts from the two machines to 

create one good one. 

Jim Taylor & Keith Longton
A PAIR OF TWOSE VIBRAJECTS formed an important 
part of Stuart Taylor’s contracting operation in Preston 
in Lancashire during the 1990s. His business, trading 
as NorthWest Inject or Spread, was set up to meet 
a demand for slurry spreading in the area. 

“He was always one to have a go at anything and 
used to like things that were different,” explains 
Stuart’s son Jim. “He bought his Vibrajects to 
go contracting and help out on the farm with his 
brothers. With their low ground pressure and their 
fast fill pumps, the Vibrajects were ideal contractors’ 
machines.

“One of my father’s Vibrajects was named ‘Jimmy’, 
after me, and the other one was supposed to be 
‘Tommy, after my brother, but it never got sign written. 
He also had a haulage side of the business and all our 

trucks had names, so my father did the same with the 
Twose tankers,” he adds. 

When Stuart decided to concentrate on haulage, 
both of his Vibrajects were parked-up. After standing 
outside for many years, they were saved from the 
scrapman just as they were being loaded up. Stuart 
decided to sell them instead and listed them on eBay. 
Local contractor Keith Longton won the auction for the 
pair in 2005 and quickly retrieved them, with a view to 
putting them back into active service.

The older of the pair had deteriorated quite badly 
and the other one had a defunct transmission pump, 
so Keith decided to make one good one out of the 
pair, whilst retaining any useful parts for the future. 
He went on to build-up a good customer base around 
Preston, Lancs, spreading slurry on local farms with 

his Twose Vibraject, as well as carrying out other 
contracting work. 

“The Vibraject was just fantastic for slurry 
spreading,” explains Keith. “The heat from the 
transmission was nice in the winter, when you could 
get on the ground when no-one else could, but in 
summer it was pretty unbearable.

“Being nose heavy, it wasn’t uncommon for the 
rear wheels to come off the ground when you braked 
at speed on the road,” he continues. “I also remember 
some kids once shouting, ‘Oi, mister, you’ve lost your 
front wheels!’.”  

As the demand for spreading slurry decreased and 
Keith’s circumstances changed, he put his Twose 
tanker into retirement and turned to driving HGVs. 
He is hoping to refurbish his Vibraject in the future.  

David Prouse   

DEVON-BASED CONTRACTORS Roy Prouse and his 
son David are believed to be the first commercial 
customers for a Twose Vibraject. They went on to 
build-up a fleet of three of the self-propelled tankers, 
more than any other operator. 

“I remember we were sat watching television one 
weekday morning,” David recalls. “The Vibraject was 
advertised on the local news and we immediately spotted 
its potential. We jumped in the car that afternoon and 
headed to the Twose factory at Taunton to take a look.

“On the way, we decided this was exactly the 
machine we had been waiting for, and as soon as 
we had tried it, we wanted to buy it,” he continues. 

“However, it wasn’t that easy: Towse didn’t want to 
supply one at such an early stage, and it took some 
time to persuade Trevor Folland that we were the right 
people to use and develop the machine further.” 

David and his father Roy had built up a successful 
farm contracting business, operating within a 15-mile 
radius of their base at Holsworthy in Devon. 

The Vibraject’s ability to inject waste, its stability on 
steep ground and its tank capacity made it stand out. 
Its maneuverability was superb and there was nothing 
that could match the low ground pressure. 
The Prowse’s machine mainly handled cow effluent, 
but was also used for pig waste. 

Their first machine was a prototype with 
a 170hp engine, a 2-speed transmission and an 
1800-gallon tank. The Prouse family were so 
impressed with its performance that they promptly 
bought a second ex-demo unit with a larger engine 

and tank. A third Vibraject, the last machine to be 
produced by Twose, was ordered and delivered in 
1988. This unit was unique as it was specified with 
a Samson 8ft self-loading arm and liquid ring vacuum 
pump that greatly improved the performance. 

Moving into the mid-1990s, the Prouses’ first 
Vibraject was beginning to show its age, leading to 
its tank being replaced with a dump trailer. After its 
pump finally failed it was dismantled and turned into 
a trailer. The family’s second Vibraject was sold to an 
organic farmer in Wrexham around 2000, while the 
third one is still in David’s possession.

“I designed and constructed a 12m dribble bar 
for the tanker to increase its 
usability,” he explains, 
“but I am winding 
down this side of 
the business 
and it won’t 
get used 
to its full 
capability. 
It is for sale 
if anyone is 
interested.”

Left: This picture, dating from the mid-1980s, 
shows two of the three Twose Vibrajects 
operated by Devon contractor Roy Prouse 
and his son David. 
Below right: David Prouse’s sole remaining 
Twose Vibraject tanker dates from 1988 and 
was the last one made by the manufacturer.



 tractor and machinery sales

JCB 419S 
2020, 500 hours, 3,500hours / 
5 years warranty, lots of extras.

JCB 526-56
2018, 3,900 hours agri plus big 

engine choice of headstock.

JCB 538-60
 2019, 69 reg, 1,500 hours, 

full spec, choice of headstock.

McCONNELL PA 55E
 Joystick control 1.2, head,  

in good working order.

AW 14 TON CORN TRAILER 
Been refurbished, 

JCB 538-60 
2020, 900 hours warranty.  
Full spec as new condition

JCB TM 320S
2019, 69, lots of extras.

JCB  
CHOICES OF MODELS  

CALL FOR MORE

JCB 435S
 2017, 50 kph, SRS, Contractor 

Pro Package.

JOHN DEERE 6430
 2010, 50 kph, c/w loader, 

cab suspension & tls.

JCB 526S
4 wheel steer, 

choice of headstock.

JOHN DEERE 6195R
2018, 50 kph, 2,400 hours. 

Choices of.

CLAAS 9300 BUTTERFLY
MOWER COMPLETE SET

Done very little work.

JCB 14 FOOT FOLDING FORK 
2015, Hardox tines, 

Volvo/JCB headstock.

HI SPEC 3000 GALLON TANKER 
c/w rain gun. 

JCB 536-60
 2012, joy stick control, 
choice of headstock.

JCB 520-40
2004, Complete with pallets tines

JCB 538-60 
2019, 800 hours, full spec, 
40kph, SRS, new style cab.

2018 16 TON BAILEY 
SILAGE TRAILER 

All the extras.

JCB 416S 
2012 3,400 hours new tyres, 

very good condition.

JCB 536-95
 2019, 1,800 hours, Super Agri 

full spec, 145hp.

JCB FASTRAC 
2018, 450 hours warranty, 

full spec, as new condition. 

JPM 20 TON DUMP TRAILER
full commercial axle air/oil.

AW 16 TON SILAGE TRAILER
 25 foot long, commercial axles.

 Tel: 07976 702858
Edderton, Forden, Powys, SY21 8RZ    •     Email: andy@andymellor.co.uk

www.andymellor.co.uk



Boccasion Ltd

2012 Amazone ZA-m PROFIS c/w 24/36
discs,weigh cell, pto driven .................£POA

2012 Kuhn Axis 40.1 W, c/w weigh cell VRX
discs, Telimat border kit vgo................£POA

2018 Carre Econet six row hoe ex demo
condition .............................................£POA

2018 Kuhn Cultimer LC 300 3m 10 legs on
rows and T rings rear roller ................£POA

2004 Lebouch  Gold 14000+, 14 t trailer
hydraulic door, bogie twin axles ..........£POA

2014 Amazone KE 4000 Super 4m power
harrow c/w quick fit tines, levelling bar 
and tooth packer from farm outside 
Lincoln............................................. £7,500

Rolland trailers, 17 tonnes choice of use, ex
demo and new .....................................£POA

Vaderstad HV M 77 12.20 Cambridge rolls
vertical fold .........................................£POA

2013 Vaderstad RS1230 Cambridge rolls
c/w breakers ring and stone tray.........£POA

2012 Dal-Bo compact 1030 Cambridge rolls
5 sections with duo flex  hydraulic weight
transfer 22'' rings ...............................£POA

Mooroka 160 compact crawler with 6
cylinder Isizu engine with rear pto and
linkage................................................ £POA

2017 John Deere 6155M tls & cab
suspension, front axle breaking 
4,563 hrs 4 new tyres 520/85R38 
and 420/85R28....................................£POA

2002 FENDT 714 Vario 8,107 hrs 50kph full
suspension, air hydraulic brakes and front
linkage, 650/65R38 70% first hand.....£POA

John Deere 7800, 1995, pq 40kph front
linkage and pto, 18.4R42 wheels .........£POA

2016 Kongskilde Germinator SP 5000 5m
trailed seedbed preparation, Front crumbler
roller, levelling board, 5 rows of spring
tines, double rear crumbler roller,  
Hyd-fold, ex demo condition............£12,500

Tel: +44 (0)1673 885200  Mobile: 07831 240000
Email: olivier@boccasion.com Full stock at: www.boccasion.com

Unit 10B, Newtoft Business Park, Newtoft, Lincolnshire LN8 3WA

ALL PRICES + VAT

2018  Unused Amazone Cayros XMS 4+1
auto reset  plough y slatted board, hydraulic
auto reset, manual vari-width, combi depth
wheel for road and work .....................£POA

Vaderstad rollex RS 1220 hyd 
horizontal fold Cambridge rolls with 
twin wheels.........................................£POA

2007 Monosem 12 rows bean drill, hyd fold,
pneumatic distribution 50cm rows spacing,
in cab monitor, complementary spare parts
very good condition barn stored ..........£POA

Kuhn Aero 1112 12m boom fertiliser
spreader c/w micro granlar (avadex kit)
would split...........................................£POA

2014 Deutz 7250TTV 60kph 2,694 genuine
hours air/hydraulic brakes 5 hydraulic spool
valves Isobus connection .....................£POA

Strimech 2m3 grain bucket with Manitou
brackets,  Typ X-Form professional 2.43m
wide, very good condition .................£1,150

420/80R46 Row crop wheels for Massey
Ferguson 6480 or Claas 697 arion, PCD200
and centre hole 150mm, 2m(78”) centre to
centre track width or 1.62m (64”) ...£1,400

Quicke Alo bucket for front loader with euro
fittings.................................................£425

Pair of Alliance 600/55-26.5 flotation 
328 complete wheels 12 ply 80% 
good ........................................£1,000 + vat



Case Study

Models from the Fendt 600 LS/
LSA Series, in production from the 

1970s to the 90s, are becoming 
hot property on the second-hand 

market. If you fancy the idea 
of owning one, but don’t know 

what to expect from what were 
scarce machines on the UK and 

Irish markets back in the day, let 
alone now, then keep reading. 

European correspondent Sascha 
Jussen has been speaking to 

eight Favorit 600 Series owners 
from Germany and asking them to 

share their experiences of these 
square-cut Fendts. 

Below: Ralf Kaumanns’s 1993 Fendt 
Favorit 612 LSA (145hp) carrying 
out cultivation work on his farm 

at Bedburg, between Cologne and 
Mönchengladbach, in Germany. 

FIRST-HAND 
FEEDBACK
THE FAVORIT STORY began in the spring 

of 1972, when Fendt launched four six-
cylinder tractors in the 83-135hp sector: the 

Favorit 610 S, 611 S, 612 S and 614 S. These first 
generation Favorits, having accounted for sales of 
4000 units, were replaced in 1976 by the second 
generation Favorit 600 SL Series.        

The ‘S’ in the model designation stood for 
‘sophisticated’ to indicate the tractors were equipped 
with Fendt’s Turbomatik fluid flywheel, originally 
introduced in 1968. This air-cooled oil coupling between 
the engine and clutch allowed a tractor to be put into 
gear conventionally, using the clutch, but with the 
engine on tick-over it would remain stationary after the 
clutch was released. When the operator pressed the 
throttle pedal, the tractor would move smoothly away. 
Reducing engine speed brought the tractor to a halt 
without any need to touch the clutch. 

The letter ‘L’ indicated luxury comfort, as these 
tractors were now equipped as standard with an 
integrated Fendt cab. This cab offered noise insulation 
and a roomier and better operator environment than 
the earlier Favorits, not least thanks to a flat floor and 
right-hand gear sticks. The introduction of new sleeker 
and angular bodywork transformed the appearance of 
the Favorit 600 SL Series. 

Initially, the new series contained five models: the 
610 SL (90hp), 611 SL (105hp), 612 SL (120hp), 614 SL 
(135hp) and 615 SL (150hp). The drive train of the new 
Favorits initially remained largely unchanged from their 

Fendt Favorit 600 LS/LSA
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predecessors, but their gearboxes soon gained helical 
gears. The Favorit 615 SL was fitted with the ZF T-3550 
transmission from the outset, to handle its extra power, 
with the 614 SL receiving this ‘box a little later. 

SL becomes LS
In 1978, the Favorit designations changed from SL to 
LS. It was rumoured there had been a conflict of interest 
with Mercedes-Benz, whose SL sports cars shared the 
same designation. In its marketing material, Fendt had 
compared the luxury standard of the 600 Series with 
that of ‘modern cars’. 

More important for customers was a 5hp increase 
for the Favorit 610, taking it to 95hp, and the addition 
of the new 86hp Favorit 600 LS. Fendt sold a decent 
number of two-wheel drive versions of its two smaller 
Favorit 600 Series models, whereas only five per cent of 
the Favorit 611LS tractors were produced in this format. 
The Favorit 612, 614 and 615 were only available with 
four-wheel drive. In 1984, the Favorit 600 and 610 
were discontinued, along with the option of two-wheel 
drive on the remaining Favorits. Thereafter, the four-
wheel drive tractors gained an additional ‘A’ in their 
designation (LSA).  

More improvements
In 1979, the Favorit cab received two doors and from 
late 1980 these were rear hinged for easier access. 
At the same time, the Favorit 615 became one of the 
first mass-produced tractors to be fitted with electronic 
linkage control, which became standard on all models 
from August 1984. Additional cab insulation reduced 
noise levels further and an air-con system integrated 
into the roof lowered the overall height. Turbocharged 
engines were now used in all but the Favorit 611, 
increasing the power in the top-of-the-range Favorit 615 
LSA to 185hp. With its Turbomatik E torque converter 
with lock-up clutch, Fendt offered an alternative to 
powershift. 

At the end of 1993, after around 20 years of success 
and continuous improvement, the Favorit 600 Series 
made way for the new Favorit 500 and 800 Series. 
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ARABLE FARMER Peter Stockmeier, from Bergheim, 
near Cologne, differs from some of his colleagues in his 
conviction that a big modern tractor is, in many cases, 
an unnecessary luxury that is not only detrimental to 
his bottom line, but also harmful to the soil structure 
of his fields.  

In addition to a 1990s Fendt Favorit 515C he relies 
on a second-hand 86hp Favorit 600 LS, built in 1978 
and equipped with a cab with the original front-hinged 
doors. The most important tasks for this tractor are 
ploughing and cultivating. 

PART-TIME FARMER Thomas Grüntjens, who 
operates two classic Fendts, has appeared previously 
in CLASSIC TRACTOR with his front loader-equipped 
65hp 1985 Fendt F365 GTA tool carrier. His second and 
more powerful Fendt is a 1978 Favorit 610 LS with an 
output of 90hp.  

One of the main tasks for Thomas’ Favorit 610 LS is 
transporting and spreading the manure produced by his 
herd of 26 milking goats. In spite of its age, his 43-year 
old Fendt performs very well. 

“Thanks to the Turbomatik system, I can forget 

“The Favorit 600 LS is very good 
for these jobs,” he says. “It combines 
a good power output with a relatively low 
weight of less than 5t. While it only manages 
a three-furrow reversible plough, I see no problem 
in spending an hour or two longer in the fields than 
my colleagues with bigger ploughs with more furrows.” 

Another advantage of operating the Favorit 600 LS, 
says Peter, is its ease of maintenance and repair, with 
spare parts still readily available from Fendt.

the starting problems I would have 
when using a conventional clutch 
when operating under a heavy load,” says 
Thomas. “With a gear selected and the clutch 
engaged, the tractor starts moving as soon as the 
throttle pedal is depressed, eliminating clutch slip. 
It then continues to accelerate smoothly to the highest 
speed in the selected gear.” 

Although Thomas’ Favorit 610 LS only has a top 
speed of 30kph, he doesn’t spend that much time on 
the road transporting muck from his farm to the fields, 
making his tractor perfect for this purpose.

1978

1978
Favorit 610 LS 

Favorit 600 LS 
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WILLI SCHMITZ, an arable and dairy farmer from the 
small town of Gymnich, west of Cologne, runs a 1978 
Fendt Favorit 611 LS. He uses the straw from his wheat 
and barley crops, in addition to some bought-in from 
neighbouring farms, in his stock enterprise. Baling 
straw is therefore an important task for his 105hp Fendt 
Favorit 611 LS during the summer. 

“As I spend hundreds of hours in this tractor each 

IN THE AREAS of Germany where sugar beet is grown, 
farmers with mixed arable and dairy enterprises 
traditionally used to collect the beets tops to make 
silage for their livestock. It is a practice that has almost 
disappeared with the advent of self-propelled six-row 
sugar beet harvesters, together with more farmers 
deciding to quit milk production due to low prices. 

However, top saving hasn’t died-out completely, 
and one of the last farms still making beet top silage is 

year, especially in the summer, I really 
appreciate the comfort of the cab,” he 
says. “It has a lot of room, even for my cool 
box, a very comfortable suspended seat and 
large windscreens which I can open wide both 
front and rear to provide a cooling airflow, even on 
hot days.”

Willi is quick to highlight his tractor’s comparatively 
low fuel consumption. “Depending on the work, the fuel 
consumption is around 10 litres/hour and never exceeds 
20 litres/hour, even when it comes to ploughing heavy 
clay soil with a four-furrow reversible,” he notes. “The 
222-litre fuel tank is normally big enough for two very 
long working days without refuelling.”

run by the Marx family from Jülich, 
between Cologne and Aachen. They 
use a 1989 Fendt Favorit 612 LSA (145hp) 
for heavy cultivations work throughout the 
year, as well as for hauling the trailers that 
transport their chopped beet tops and forage maize 
to the clamps each autumn. It can get very wet and 
muddy at that time of the year, so the Favorit 614 LSA’s 
power, four-wheel drive and Turbomatik clutch are 
often put to good use pulling a single-axle 12t dump 
trailer. Also appreciated at this colder time of year is the 
Favorit’s very effective cab heater. 

1978

1989
Favorit 612 LSA

Favorit 611 LS 



CASE IH 956XL 
G REG, TURBO, TIDY, 
C/W DROMONE HITCH  ........  £POA

CASE IH 5140
1995 LOADER AVAILABLE .... £POA

CASE IH 956XL 4WD 
G REG, C/W LOADER  ........... £POA

CASE IH 895XL
J REG C/W LOADER AWAITING 
PREPARATION ......................£POA

IH 1255 4WD 
FRONT LINKAGE
RARE TRACTOR ....................£POA

CASE IH 844XL 
2WD H REG AWAITING 
PREPARATION ........................ £POA

McCONNEL PA5000T AXLE 
MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER
..........................................  £8,750

IH 685XL 4WD 
X REG C/W LOADER 
GOOD TYRES ........................ £POA

IH 955XL X REG ................... SOLD
MORE AVAILABLE 
RING FOR DETAILS

MCCONNEL PA 93 CLASSIC 2004 
CABLE CONTROL ................ £6,000

IH 885XL
C REG, NICE COLLECTABLE 
TRACTOR ............................   £POA

CASE IH 956XL E REG SOLD G REG 
AVAILABLE........RING FOR DETAILS

FORD 6610 
AP E REG RESTORED C/W NEW 
SHORT MOTOR ................ £12,500

WIDE SELECTION OF 
LOADER BRACKETS,

LOADERS AND
LOADER ATTACHMENTS

Cow Down Road, Whitegate, Forton, Chard, Somerset TA20 4HW

KGMobile: 07771 852774       www.kgkingston.co.uk   kevingkingston@yahoo.co.uk

FORD 4600 4WD V REG 
V.TIDY ................................. £8,000

IH 1055 W REG EX LINCS ARABLE 
TRACTOR VERY CLEAN ......£13,000

ZETOR 6340E 
4,460 HRS M REG TIDY .......£9,500

IH 5055 TURBO 
C/W LOADER .................... £15,000

CASE 1490 NEEDS ATTENTION 
CHOICE ............................... £POA

TEAGLE TOMAHAWK 404 STRAW 
CHOPPER ..........................£2,000

IH 485L
B REG, GENUINE 1,233 HOURS
..........................................  £8,250

WATSON 10FT ROLLER 
DONE V.LITTLE & TWOSE 8FT 
ROLLER.............................. £POA

WEST 12T SILAGE TRAILER 
2009 TIDY ......................... £7,500

TEAGLE TOUCAN 8T FORAGE 
HARVESTER 
OUTFIT HARD TO FIND .......... £POA

MASSEY FERGUSON 3T TIPPING 
TRAILER.............................£1,350

TEAGLE TOMAHAWK M404 
STRAW MINCER EXTENDED 
TUB ....................................£2,750

CASE IH 995XL
L REG, C/W LOADER,  AWAITING 
PREPARATION  ....................  £POA

CASE IH 885XL 4WD
D REG C/W LOADER 
RING FOR DETAILS

CASE IH 4230XL
P REG, C/W QUICKE LOADER,
AWAITING PREPARATION .... £POA

CASE IH CX90   
LP 4WD V REG 
C/W LOADER 

GOING THROUGH 
WORKSHOP  

 £POA

CASE IH 844XL 
4WD   

C/W LOADER 
AWAITING 

PREPARATION  
 £POA

McCONNEL PA5600 
AXLE MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER     
........................................ £10,000

McCONNEL PA96E 
HEDGETRIMMER
2010 ELECTRIC CONTROL .. £9,000

McCONNEL DITCH KING 
CHOICE OF 2 
................................ FROM £2,000

FORD 4000
L REG, 1 OWNER, PS
..........................................  £5,500

FORD 4600
Q CAB, 5,202 HRS, V REG 
........................................... £POA

FORD 8210 
Y REG, NEW ENGINE ............. £POA

McCONNEL PA6585 VFR AXLE 
MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER 
........................................  £12,000

TEAGLE TOMAHAWK 404 STRAW 
CHOPPER V.TIDY ............... £2,750

CASE IH 1056XL
G REG .................................   £POA

FORD 6610 Y REG 7,764 HRS 
IDEAL STRAW CHOPPER 
TRACTOR ............................  £POA

MARSHALL 90 DUNG SPREADER 
2014 IN GOOD ORDER ...... £3,850

FORD 4100 
SCRAPER TRACTOR ........... £POA
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ARABLE FARMER Ralf Kaumanns from Bedburg, 
between Cologne and Mönchengladbach, uses a 1993 
Fendt Favorit 612 LSA alongside a Farmer 308 and 
Favorit 512 of a similar age, plus more recent Fendt 415 
Vario and 724 Vario models. The 145hp Favorit 612 LSA 
is mainly used for ploughing, cultivating and transport 
works on Ralf’s 500-acre farm. 

The Kaumanns have been relying on Fendts for more 

POTATO GROWER Thomas Henseler, from the town 
of Pulheim, north of Cologne, operates a 1991 Fendt 
Favorit 614 LSA. In common with several of the other 
Favorits we visited, this 165hp model is used for the 
most demanding work on its owner’s farm, namely 
ploughing and cultivating, alongside some newer 
Fendt Varios. Thanks to its power output and category 
III rear linkage with a lift capacity of 7.4t, the 614 
LSA has no problem coping with a modern, mounted 

than 50 years. Purchasing the 612 
LSA was a logical progression when a 
replacement for an older 105hp Favorit 611 
S was needed. 

“We were very satisfied with the service of 
our local Fendt dealer and reliability of the Fendts 
we had owned, and the 612 LSA hasn’t let us down,” 
notes Ralf. “I really enjoy working with Fendts of 
various ages, which all have their own advantages and 
disadvantages.

“I like the 612 LSA because of its simple but proven 
and reliable technology,” he adds. “It is easy to operate, 
powerful and has a great transmission without power 
loss. The only things I miss compared to our newer 
tractors are a power shuttle and the slightly better 
comfort of the Vario generation models.”

Amazone cultivator. Thomas says he 
particularly appreciates his Favorit’s 
fully-synchronised transmission. “The 20 
forward gears and nine reverse, including the 
creeper gears, are all that I need for my work,” 
he explains. “The 40kph top speed is also handy.”

He also says that his Favorit 614 LSA is very easy to 
maintain. The service manual recommends applying 
lubrication to the grease nipples every 50 hours, engine 
oil changes every 250 hours, and transmission oil 
changes every 1000 hours. According to Thomas, his 
Favorit is very forgiving if he doesn’t always manage to 
service it on time. 

1991

1993

Favorit 614 LSA

Favorit 612 LSA 
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A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER of Fendt Favorit 600 
Series tractors found their way into the municipal 
and industrial sectors. One of the bigger industrial 
customers, German energy giant RWE, used Fendts as 
support vehicles in brown coal opencast mining, as well 
as for land reclamation on former opencast sites. 

Before reclaimed land is returned to farmers, RWE’s 
agricultural division gradually transforms it from 
barren earth into productive arable land. We caught up 
with one of RWE’s yellow-painted Fendt Favorit 614 
LSAs as it took a break during the oilseed rape harvest 

POTATO AND SUGAR BEET grower, Peter Bouffier, 
from the town of Bergheim near Cologne, is the proud 
owner of a 1991 Fendt Favorit 615 LSA. In common 
with the other higher-horsepower Fendts in this Case 
Study, his 185hp Favorit 615 LSA is mainly used for 
heavy land work, including ploughing, while a more 
recent GPS-equipped Fendt Vario carries out precision 
tasks such as potato planting, fertiliser spreading and 
spraying. One thing Peter likes most about his older 
Favorit 615 LSA is its pure and simple power.

“The 185hp produced by the turbocharged engine 

on the organisation’s own land. 
Older tractors like this 614 LSA now 
mostly carry out transport work, while 
other duties, such as heavy cultivation and 
drilling, are handled by the latest generation of 
200+hp Fendts. 

According to the 614 LSA’s regular operator, everyone 
who drives this tractor really enjoys using such a reliable 
and indestructible machine. He is hoping that one day, 
when AWE finally decides to pension off its faithful 
Favorit, he will get the chance to become its new owner. 
He’s clearly not perturbed by its 10,000-hour clock 
reading nor all the hard work it’s done in the past. 

is more than enough for the work 
on our mid-size family, and for the 
implements I own, most of which have 
a working widths of only 3m,” he states. 
“I don’t see any need a bigger tractor in the 
foreseeable future.” 

Peter also points out the advantages of the hydraulic 
system, with its very generous rear lift capacity of over 
7t and its electric buttons on the rear fenders for raising 
and lowering the linkage externally. The latter feature 
makes hitching up to implements very easy, he says. 

1990s

1991
Favorit 615 LS 

Favorit 614 LSA 



Case 4240 LP 4wd c/w loader, 
6100 hrs, on 16.9 x 34......£12,900

Case MXU115 6 cyl c/w loader, 
sprung cab, soft ride ...........£24,500

Case Farmall 95 c/w loader, 2014, 
shuttle, 2,345 hrs ..............£26,500

Case CS94, 4wd, 2001, on Michelin 
540 x 34, supplied new by ourselves

Case 795 XL 4wd c/w loader brackets 
& spool valves, creeper box .....£9,250

Case Maxxum 140 c/w FL & PTO, 
600 x 38, 8400 hrs...................POA

Case Maxxum 150 4wd 6 cyl, 650 x 
38, 50K, active 8 trans, 175 hrs ..POA

Case Puma 220 c/w FL & PTO, 2018, 
supplied new by ourselves .........POA

JCB 530-120 with chassis levelling, 
bucket & pallet toes ...............£13,750

Merlo Multifarmer, c/w rear linkage 
& PTO, 120HP, 40K, �09, 3,500 hrs POA

JCB 2CX loader with hyd front QH, 
only 6� wide .......................£10,900

Manitou MLT 634-120 LSU c/w 
PUH, �05, only 4,100 hrs ..........POA

Manitou MLA630-125, 2013, only 
4,417 hrs ............................£26,500

Manitou MLT 524 turbo compact, 
only 6� wide, v. original .......£14,900

Terex 860 Elite, 2005, powershift, 
F&R quick hitch ................ £21,000

MF 50D 4wd with 4-in-1 bucket, 
ex-arable farm .....................£6,750

NH LB110B backhoe, 2003, 7,000 
hrs, very original ................£18,900

CAT 301.5 mini digger, QH & 3 
buckets, 1968 hrs ..............£8,400

Terex HR32 (8T) c/w QH & 2 
buckets, 7,080 hrs ..........£18,500

JCB 812 Powerslide 6 cyl, QH & 3 
buckets .................................£6,750

KV 7850C twin satellite wrapper, 
only 15K bales, immaculate ... £8,250

Bredal K40 on 23.1 x 26 c/w 
hopper ext & wide angle PTO .....POA

Joskin 2250 c/w trailing shoe & 
sliding top hatch ................£15,900

Herbst 2500 on 30.5 x 32 with 2 
� ll valves, big pump ............£5,500

Kuhn 3, 4, 5 & 6m power harrows, 
new & used in stock .................POA

Amazone KG302 p/harrow & 302 
box drill with disc coulters... £4,900

KV Taarup 856 trailed bale 
shredder ...............................£2,750

Kuhn i-Bio combi baler on 500 x 
22.5 tyres, shop-soiled new ........POA

Kuhn 5F rev auto reset vari-width 
c/w full set discs & combi wheel

Howard Kongskilde 100� heavy 
duty rotovator, double � ange rotor

Kuhn FBP 3135 combi baler, � lm 
binding & 3D wrap, 2,200 bales

Teagle Telehawk, loader- mounted 
bale shredder/blower ............. £6,750

JF GMS 3202 mower with grouper, 
swivel head, runs well ..........£3,500

Claas 3100 Liner rake, 2014, ready 
for this season ......................£9,750

Kuhn Primor 2060M mounted bale 
shredder/feeder, new, swivel spout

Bredal B4 trailed fert sower on 
16.9 x 30 tyres .....................£3,750

Arbocut 2000 flail hedger, slew ram, 
joystick, NH 6020 brackets ......£5,750

Joskin Scari� ex 6m hyd folding grass 
conditioner/aerator, new ................POA

McConnel PA7285T VFR new & 
used, from stock ..........................POA

McConnel PA520E RH cut, slew ram, 
joystick, 1 owner .......................£6,900

Spearhead Twiga 550, 565 & 836T 
Orbital from ................................£5,500

West rear discharge c/w slurry 
door, � otation wheels .........£7,900

McConnel PA5565 Revolution 
controls, oil cooler, new ............POA

KV 4 & 5F rev auto reset 200 
headstock, vari-width .............POA

 Tel: 028 37 548971   Mob: 07710 372273
Over 300 machines in stock             Delivery throughout UK

View at www.alexander-mills.co.uk  Email: sales@alexander-mills.co.uk

T l 028 37 548971 M b 07710 372273
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Special Feature  

Overalls are there to be worn and once they’ve served that purpose, 
usually after a few years, out they go. Fortunately, a few old pairs have 
survived, along with the driver’s kits that new overalls were often 
supplied with as part of a new tractor deal. Here, with the help of our 
readers, we look back at some of the overalls and driver’s kits that were 
in circulation during the classic era. 

Above left: Suffolk farmer Angus 
Hamilton wearing the Ford New Holland 
overalls he got when his family bought 

a New Holland TX34 combine in 1993. 
They were part of a driver’s kit that 

also included the holdall seen on the 
front wheel of his Ford 6410. 

Above right: Jonathan Tunmore 
modelling the Fiatagri overalls that he 
was recently given by his friend Angus 
Hamilton, whose family got them with 

a new Fiat 160-90 DT in 1991.

Left: These Ford New Holland overalls, owned 
by Angus Hamilton, date from the late 1980s 
and came with a New Holland 8080 combine.
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WHAT WAS 
BEING WORN

WHEN A NEW TRACTOR was 
delivered to a customer, it was common 
for it to come with a driver’s kit which, 

more often than not, was negotiated by the buyer as 
part of the initial haggling process. Think of it as the 
farming version of asking a car salesman to throw in 
some free matts. 

By far the most practical items in these driver’s 
kits were a pair of overalls. Typically, most were worn 
until they were threadbare, at which point they were 
discarded. However, Angus Hamilton, a member of 
CLASSIC TRACTOR’S Suffolk Bunch, still owns 
a few pairs of the classic overalls which came with the 
various machines purchased by his family during the 
late 1980s and early 90s. 

One of the reasons they’ve survived in such good 
condition is because the farm had a contract with 
Spring Grove Services, a large nationwide laundry 
company, which supplied work clothing and carried 
out weekly cleaning of the garments concerned. Each 
employee was supplied with three pairs of overalls, 
with dirty clothing being collected every Friday 
morning from a neighbouring farm. The result was 
that branded farm machinery overalls were only worn 
occasionally, which meant they tended to last for 
a long time. 

The oldest of Angus’ surviving overalls are a Ford 
New Holland-branded pair in dark navy with the 
iconic blue and red stripe over the left-hand shoulder, 
which leads down to a Ford New Holland badge 
embroidered just above the breast pocket. He thinks 
these overalls came with an F-plate New Holland 
8080 combine that was purchased new from Mann 
Egerton’s Ipswich branch in 1988. 

His second set of Ford New Holland overalls are 
thought to have been part of the driver’s kit that 
came with a New Holland TX34 combine that was 
purchased for the 1993 harvest. This kit included 
a blue and grey Ford New Holland-branded holdall 
bag. These later overalls are a lighter shade of blue, 
with light blue and red panels over the upper chest 
and shoulders and the same badge sewn in place 
above the breast pocket.

When the family business, W. Hamilton & Son, 
bought a new Fiat 160-90 DT in 1991, it came with 
a driver’s kit that included a set of Fiatagri overalls. 
These overalls have also survived in generally good 
condition. They appear in a 1990 Fiatagri Leisurewear 
catalogue, but unlike several garments they have no 
specific name. This pair was worn by Angus’ late 
father Willie when he was featured in an article in 
Farming News in 1993, so this isn’t the first time 
they’ve appeared in print. Angus recently gave them 
to fellow Suffolk Bunch group member Jonathan 
Tunmore following his purchase of a Fiat 1880 DT. 
They are predominantly blue, with terracotta and 
white stripes down each arm and across the top of the 
breast pockets, with a large Fiatagri leaf logo on one 
of the pockets and across the back. Fiat appears to 
have been generous with its driver’s kits, as when the 
Hamiltons bought a later F115 Winner they received 
a small Sony television. 

Classic Workwear
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Contents of Ford kit

WHEN THE MORETON FAMILY from Bucknall in 
Lincolnshire bought a second-hand Ford tractor 
from a relative in Warwickshire, it came with the 
unexpected bonus of an unused Ford driver’s kit from 
the late 1980s. 

The kit, which is as fresh as the day it left Ford, 
consists of a blue and white ‘Tractors Equipment’ 
holdall, a pair of blue polycotton farm overalls, an 
orange work knife and a porcelain mug. According 
to a Ford clothing range leaflet of the time, sales of 
these popular overalls were in the thousands and 
broke all records. 

The only thing that’s thought to be missing from 
this kit is a Ford-branded Thermos-style flask that 
was retained by previous owner Mary Moreton. 

Overalls unwrapped IH clothing keepsake
ALAN KELLET still has one of the three pairs of overalls he was issued when 
he started working for David Brown as a product training instructor and 
demonstrator in March 1974. He wore two pairs for carrying out product 
information courses for dealer salesman, etc, but never used the third pair. 
Incredibly, the overalls, originally made in England by Mekaneer, remained 
unopened in their original plastic wrapping until a few weeks ago, when Alan, 
a regular technical correspondent to CLASSIC TRACTOR, kindly took them out 
so he could photograph them for us. 

“These overalls were issued to 
factory demonstrators and yours 
truly for when I did the product 
information courses,” he 
says. “They were available 
for anyone to purchase from 
the factory shop, located in 
the admin block and run by 
Marjorie Truman.

“Factory assemblers at 
Meltham wore navy blue 
overalls and inspectors 
wore brown ones,” he adds. 
“Charge hands had white 
coats with green collars and 
foremen had white coats with 
red collars. Dealers were 
encouraged to supply their 
technicians with the same 
brown overalls. Previously, 
David Brown overalls had 
been red with a yellow collar.” 

THE RED IH WORK OVERALLS that 
Roger Van Praet from Llangain in 
Carmarthenshire, got in the late 1970s 
from his local dealer, EM Tractors of 
Carmarthen, are no longer worn, but 
they are kept safe and cherished as a 
reminder of the past by this long-time 
enthusiast of the IH brand. 

An old photo from 1981 shows 
Roger wearing the overalls while 
standing beside an IH 354 that he had 
just acquired and refurbished. He had 
previously driven this tractor while 
working on a local dairy farm in the 
late 1970s and early 80s. When the 
farm upgraded to an IH 454, Roger 
bought the IH 354 which he then ran 
in his own fledgling farming business 
for 20 years. He says he regrets 
selling it as it was an early model with 
a horseshoe front windscreen. 

The smart IH-branded jacket that 
Roger got at the same time as his 
overalls subsequently got lost during a 
Young Farmer’s Club function, possibly 
as the result of a Guinness overload!

“My IH overalls seem to be ‘R’, 
which presumably stands for ‘Regular’ 
size, but I can’t see any other label on 
them,” he says. 

Above: Roger Van Praet in 1981, 
wearing the IH overalls he still 
owns, and standing beside the IH 
354 that he had just bought and 
refurbished.  

OVERALLS HOLDALL

MUG

KNIFE
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Castle Irvine Collectors Auction
Saturday 3rd April @ 10:00amd

Join us on the grounds of Castle Irvine, Necarne Demesne
Sample of stock consigned:p g

1958 Massey Ferguson 35 Massey Ferguson 390 Massey Ferguson 390T Same TIGER SIX 105

Interested? 
Consign your cherished machines into this reserved sale today! 

Call Andrew Crawford on +44 7425 800 332
or email andrew.crawford@euroauctions.com

www.euroauctions.com
Site Address - 200 Junction Road, Irvinestown, County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, BT94 1GG

YOUR AUCTION PARTNER IN EUROPE
ONLINE AUCTION OPEN FROM:
INSPECTION DAY:

12 - 19 April 2021
17 April 2021

6%6%
BUYERSBUYERS

COMMISSIONCOMMISSION

FOR MORE PHOTOS AND VIDEOS                WWW.VDIAUCTIONS.COM

+ 31 (0)85 - 78 26 770  |  info@vdiauctions.com  |  www.vdiauctions.com  |  Netherlands
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Mike Cottam’s career in 
engineering spans five decades 

and includes more names and 
places than a London telephone 

directory. However, it was his 
time working as an engineer 
on the Trantor transport-first 

high-speed tractor in the early 
1980s which instilled a passion 
for these pioneering machines 

which endures to this day. In an 
interview with Simon Henley, he 
talks about his life’s work, how 

his career developed and his 
involvement with Trantor.

Left: Mike Cottam has been a great 
enthusiast of the Trantor and its high-
speed concept ever since he saw it on BBC 
Tomorrow’s World in 1973. He worked on 
the design of the Trantor between 1980 and 
1983 and is now a leading light on these 
pioneering machines. 
Below: This was the first prototype Trantor 
built by Stuart Taylor and Graham Edwards 
in 1973. It had a Leyland 4/98 engine and a 
pre-production cab that was later modified.

GETTING
UP TO SPEED

YOU MAY NOT HAVE HEARD of 
Mike Cottam in tractor circles before, yet 
this engineer from Preston in Lancashire has 

enjoyed a remarkable career, working in the design 
and development of a wide range of machines and 
components in a variety of industries.        

For Mike, a highlight of his early career was his 
involvement with the design and development of 
the Trantor Series 2 high-speed tractor. The Trantor 
first came to his attention on the BBC programme 
Tomorrow’s World in 1973. Since then, he’s been 
a great enthusiast of the high-speed sustainable 
tractor concept. 

His deep-seated interest in the Trantor remains 
undiminished to this day. In fact, in recent years, 
Mike has worked diligently to keep the legend 
of the Trantor alive. He is currently rebuilding his 
third machine; he manages the Trantor Owners 
Group site on Facebook; and he has established an 
extensive archive which includes original brochures, 
photographs and production records.    
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As we discovered when interviewing Mike for 
the first of our two ‘Reflections’ articles, there’s been 
a lot more to his career than his time working on 
the Trantor. So here goes with our questions to him, 
starting off with what happened after he left school 
in 1966. 

CLASSIC TRACTOR (CT): Tell us about your 
first job after leaving school.

Mike Cottam (MC): In 1967, I started working for 
British Leyland’s Truck & Bus Division. I was hired on 
a five-year EITB apprenticeship which involved training 
in all aspects of design and engineering, including 
work as a machinist and in the drawing office. One 
of the projects I recall being involved with was the 
development of the Leyland 500 Series six-cylinder 
diesel engine, which was designed without a removable 
cylinder head. As I recall, it proved to be a costly disaster. 

CT: What happened once you had finished 
your apprenticeship at British Leyland?

MC: I didn’t want to stay with British Leyland. I wanted 
to further my education, so I attended the West of 
Scotland Agricultural College, where I completed 
a National Diploma in Agricultural Engineering. What 
I liked about this course was that it also covered 
tropical agricultural management, which I found very 
interesting. 

CT: What did you do after college?

MC: After college, I stayed in Scotland working as 
a service engineer for Reid Agricultural Ltd in Ayrshire. 

Mike Cottam
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unsuitable John Deere three-wheel row-crop machines, 
most of which were broken down and had simply been 
abandoned in the fields. 

CT: What was the purpose of your work in 
Nigeria?

MC:  I was involved in tractor operator training and 
teaching diesel engine maintenance and repair. The 
aim was to try and teach small farms in the area the 
benefits of mechanisation. As part of this programme 
we established a tractor and driver hire scheme, which 
included sending out a student with a tractor to plough 
the ground for local farms. The biggest battle we 
faced was the availability of spare parts. Nigeria was 
a beautiful country, but bureaucracy and corruption 
continually hampered the progress of our work.   

CT: How long were you in Nigeria?

MC: I spent 18 months in Nigeria, after which I hitch-
hiked across the Sahara desert, crossing through Niger 
and Algeria. At the time, there was a constant flow of 
overland haulage trucks ferrying goods back and forth 
across these countries, so it wasn’t difficult to thumb 
a ride. I remember meeting up with three Spanish lads 
who were travelling across the desert with a Massey 
Ferguson 165 and a four-wheeled trailer. The trailer 
served as their living accommodation and carried 
a large water tank, however, because there was no 
weight on the tractor drawbar, they kept getting stuck 
in the sand. I still smile when I think about that tractor. 

CT: Tell us about the next stage of your 
career.

MC: In 1978, I started work for an engineering firm 
called Kukla International Ltd, based in Liverpool. My 
work with this company involved the development of 
a hydrostatic trenching machine for telecommunication 
cable systems. The machine was based on the design of 
the US-built Ditchwitch trencher. It was developed for 
laying cables along the side of motorways, and one of 
the design criteria was that it needed to be transported 
by a high-speed carrier. I suggested contacting Trantor. 

Left: One of the first production Trantor 
Series 1 models, serial number 037, 
registration GAV 240W, was supplied 
to a Mr Macpartland from Lincolnshire 
by dealer S & S (Whittlesey) from near 
Peterborough.
Below: The Trantor Series 1 used 
a patented suspended hitch with 
a hydraulic lift ram that was permanently 
kept under pressure by a transverse-
mounted leaf spring. This enabled the 
hitch to float when carrying a load. 

Left: A view of Eva Industries’ Trantor assembly 
line in the Stokvis factory in Manchester, where 
Trantor Series 1 tractors were manufactured 
from 1980-1982. Approximately 63 Trantor Series 
1 models were produced during this period.

Reid was an International Harvester dealer, which also 
sold Claas grassland equipment. The IH tractors that 
particularly impressed me at the time were the new 
454 Hydro and 574 Hydro models with full hydrostatic 
drive. I also had my first encounters with Claas forage 
harvesters, which were becoming increasingly popular 
with farmers in West Scotland.

CT: What was the next stage of your career?

MC: After around 12 months at Reid Agricultural, 
I was offered a job working as a service engineer for 
F. H. Burgess at Ormskirk in Lancashire. At the time, 
F. H. Burgess was a dealer for David Brown and 
Leyland, which gave the me the opportunity to gain 
new experience on different makes of tractor, including 
the David Brown 990 Selectamatic. Having spent a few 
months in Ormskirk, I made the decision to go back to 
college again.

CT: What did subject did you study when you 
returned to college?

MC: I attended Wolverhampton TCC, which was 
a teacher training facility. As part of the teacher training 
programme, I did my teaching practice at Reaseheath 

Agricultural College at Nantwich in Cheshire. Teacher 
training introduced me to a completely new scope 
of career options, and having finished my PGCE 
qualification, I accepted an offer to work on a Kibbutz in 
Israel for a few months.

CT: Where in Israel did you work? 

MC: I worked on a Kibbutz in the Negev desert, located 
in southern Israel. I travelled to Israel with the Project 
67 organisation and worked on a Kibbutz where they 
were planting and harvesting two potato crops a year. 
This is when I first saw self-propelled potato harvesters 
at work. It was an amazing experience. When I returned 
to England in 1976, I decided to join the VSO (Volunteer 
Services Overseas).

CT: Where were you assigned to work with the 
VSO?

MC: My work with the VSO took me to Nigeria, where 
I was stationed on a ranch which had previously been 
set-up as a joint project between Britain and the USA, 
although the Americans had pretty much pulled out 
when I arrived. The tractors I was given to work with 
included a mix of David Browns and some rather 
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Below: This Trantor Series 1, serial number 
4 and registration ESG 104S, was produced 

by McConnel in 1978. It was later retrofitted 
with a two-piece bonnet and front 

suspension adjustment kit.
Below right: The Eva Industries’ Trantor 

assembly line was located inside the Stokvis 
automotive panel factory in Manchester, 

which produced hand-finished body panels 
for Morgan cars. 

Below: Built in collaboration with Massey 
Ferguson Industrials, this bespoke prototype 
four-wheel drive Trantor Series 2 was 
developed as part of a project to build a high-
speed backhoe loader for the British Army in 
the late 1980s.

CT: Was this your first introduction to Trantor 
and its founders Graham Edwards and Stuart 
Taylor? 

MC: Yes, it was. Graham and Stuart had founded 
W. S. H. Taylor Engineering in 1973. In 1975, they 
started working in an investment partnership with 
Lonhro Exports at a factory in Stockport. Unfortunately, 
around the time I approached them with the trenching 
project in 1978, one of Lonhro’s key men, Gavin 
Whitelaw, had just died, and as a result the investment 
support from Lonhro would soon be withdrawn. 
Although they were impressed by the Trantor, Kukla 

International eventually settled on the new IH Hydro 
84 tractor built at Doncaster, which was deemed more 
suitable for trenching applications. 

CT: How long did you remain at Kukla 
Engineering Ltd?

MC: I remained at Kukla for about 12 months, but I still 
wanted to further my education, so I signed up to take 
a BSc in Engineering at Lancashire University. During 
the summer break of 1980, I went to work for Trantor, 
which by now had entered a manufacturing agreement 
with Eva Industries of Levenshulme in Manchester. 
While I was working there, I was offered the job of 
service manager, so I quit my degree and carried on 
working at Trantor. 

CT: What did your work at Trantor initially 
involve? 

MC: When I arrived in 1980, Eva Industries was building 
an updated version of of the Trantor Series 1, which 
featured a two-piece bonnet and a different grill design. 
One of the first tasks I was involved with was modifying 

the Series I front suspension. The original Trantor used 
Avon-Ride rubber suspension units, which because they 
were not adjustable would start to sag, causing the 
front end to drop. We designed an adjustment system 
for the suspension, which maintained the original ride 
height and prevented the sagging problem.  

CT: How many Trantor Series 1 tractors were 
built?

MC: In total, we believe there were 81 Series 
I models produced. The Trantor design was owned 
by Graham and Stuart of W. S. H. Taylor Engineering, 
but all the tractors were built under licence. The first 
Series 1 Trantors were built by McConnel at Ludlow in 
Shropshire. McConnel built 18 Trantors, which were for 
export to Africa and Malaysia. Following the untimely 

Above: During his time with Eva Industries, 
Mike Cottam built this prototype for the 

Trantor Series 2 using a modified Series I fitted 
with new suspension, transfer box and rear 

axle. The prototype, known as the Combat, had 
a self-levelling rear deck. 

Right: Eva Industries, which took on production 
of the Trantor in 1979, held a press launch for 

the Series 1 at Blenheim Palace in 1980. The 
tractor used for the launch, registration EDM 

628S, was the first unit built by McConnel, but 
was repainted and modified by Eva in 1980.



dissolvement of Lonhro Exports, most of these were 
eventually sold in the UK, with the first one going to 
Scotland. I was actually involved with updating several 
of the McConnel models, which had their single-piece 
bonnets replaced by the new two-piece bonnet and grill 
design, as well as receiving the suspension adjustment 
system. Once they had been updated, I drove several of 
these tractors back to their owners in Scotland.

CT: Tell us about the problems some owners 
experienced with the Trantor Series 1.

MC: Once we 
had tweaked the 
suspension, they 
were for the most 
part very good 
transport machines. 
The Trantor Series 1 
models built by Eva 
Industries were all 
powered by Perkins 
A4.236 four-cylinder 
engines mated to 
a five-speed Eaton 475 gearbox. The weak link in the 
chain was the two-speed transfer box, which Stuart 
Taylor had originally based on the design used by Land-
Rover. It just wasn’t strong enough and frequently the 
castings would fail leaving the tractors stranded. I can 
remember having to work on a Trantor owned by the 
Severn Trent Water Authority, which lost drive while 
spreading slurry. The only way I could repair it was to 
lay on my back underneath and fix it in-situ.

74 CLASSIC TRACTOR  April 2021

Left: VRJ 451X was the first Trantor Series 2 
prototype. It was originally equipped with a 
Series I front suspension system, but this was 
replaced before the Leyland-powered tractor 
was shipped to India with Roger Stevenson 
as a demonstrator. 
Below: Trantor demonstrator Chris Downes 
using a Trantor Series 2 to spread slurry. 
Series 2 models had a ladder chassis with 
a removable cab, whereas the Series I had 
a space frame chassis with integrated cab. 

CT: When did work start on developing the 
Trantor Series 2?

MC: The Trantor Series 2 development programme 
involved a new design with a new chassis, more 
power, new styling and a four-wheel drive derivative. 
The prototype for the Trantor Series 2 was a modified 
Series I machine we had developed as a self-propelled 
crop-sprayer called Combat. As part of the development 
team, my colleague Bill Warburton and I had been 
working on a new transfer box design which was 

developed for us by 
Hi-Ton International 
Ltd in Birmingham. 
I personally designed 
the new four-link rear 
and leading-link front 
suspension systems 
for the Series 2, and 
we also redesigned 
the rear axle using an 
Eaton differential. The 
Combat also featured 

a self-levelling rear deck, which we developed using 
used Avon air bags.

CT: When did the Series 2 models go into full 
production?

MC: In 1982, having produced just 63 Series 1 models, 
Eva Industries terminated its production agreement, 
and everyone was made redundant. I had no sooner 
been laid off, when I was re-hired by Graham and Stuart 
of W. S. H. Taylor Engineering with a remit to work on 
the new Series 2 tractors. Once we had built the first 
pre-production Series 2 model, I tested it on my uncle’s 
farm which was not far from the Stockport workshops. 
We used it for rotovating and spreading slurry with 

a tanker with a PTO powered-axle. Shortly after this, 
after some investment had been secured, production 
moved to a facility at Sandbach, at which point 
I decided to leave the company and let my career follow 
a new path.

CT: Tell us about your work after you left 
Trantor?

MC: In 1983, I joined Bamlett Ltd as a design 
engineer, where I was responsible for the design 
and development of the Airjet pneumatic fertiliser 
spreader, and a new electro-hydraulic ground speed 
control system. From there, in 1984 I moved to Fylde 
Design Ltd where I worked on the prototype Euro-
Fighter project designing wing fixtures. The following 
year I was offered a job as a senior design engineer 
at the Eaton Corporation in Manchester, where 
I remained until 1997.  

CT: Did your work at Eaton involve any 
further development work for tractor 
manufacturers?

MC: I was involved in a wide range of projects at 
Eaton, and would eventually file for several patents. 
I worked on a new range of hypoid axles for MAN 
trucks and was extensively involved with ERF trucks 
in the development of a semi-automatic manual 
transmission system, which added electro-pneumatic 
shifting to an Eaton twin-splitter and 4106 truck 
transmission, with an automatic clutch. Ironically, 
while I was working at Eaton we adapted its six-speed 
4106 gearbox to use in another high-speed tractor – 
the JCB Fastrac.

Above: Mike Cottam testing a pre-
production Trantor Series 2 with a slurry 
tanker with a powered axle on a farm near 
Ormskirk. This prototype Series 2 model still 
had the Series I front suspension. 

Below: A Trantor Series 2, believed to be 
fitted with a Perkins A6.354 six-cylinder 
engine, working with a Harber lime spreader 
equipped with a driven Albion axle.

Next month
MIKE REVEALS HOW he got back in contact with Trantor 
founder Graham Edwards and how he then became involved 
in documenting the company’s history. He also provides an 
insight into what’s involved in bringing a Trantor back to life.  



David Tunstall mobile: 07817 832978    Chris Tunstall mobile: 07929 563907    Richard Tunstall mobile: 07765 883435

FOGGY GILL, FELL END,
KIRKBY STEPHEN, CUMBRIA CA17 4LN

Email: david@tunstalltractors.com
www.tunstalltractors.com

Hurlimann XB 110 T4F 
no AdBlue, 480 tyres, good price. 

£41,000 

Hurlimann Prince 60
� tted with Perkins engine.

£22,500

Hurlimann XM.K90, 
16 reg, new Sigma4 loader, 

1,323 hours. £42,000

Hurlimann XL 130
50K power shift transmission.

£POA

Hurlimann XA 90 GS
12 reg, 3 speed, Sigma 4 loader. 

£29,500

Hurlimann XM120
08 reg, air con, power back hitch. 

£POA

New Holland T4.95
66 reg, power shuttle, Trima loader. 

£35,000

Hurlimann XA 80
14 reg, super low cab,
mint condition. £POA

Claas Ares 697 ATZ, 
07 reg, front links, 

in tidy condition. £17,000

 Hurlimann XA80
11 reg, 3 spd power shift 40k, wide 

tyres, excellent. £25,000 

 Hurlimann XB120 T4F
Latest model, p/shuttle, power back 

hitch. £49,000

McCormick X4.35
16 reg, 300 hours, wide tyres.

£27,000

New Holland 7840 SLE
R reg, as new tyres.

£19,500

 Hurlimann XA90
09 reg, 3 speed power shift, 

std shuttle. £26,000

Landini 8880
Perkins engine, 

with power loader. £12,500

John Deere 580 round baler, net and 
string, year 2000, one owner from new, 

very clean. £5,500 + VAT

Deutz DX3.64, with Quicke loader, 
in tidy condition, 1988, 4,200 hours, 

bucket, bale spike & muck fork. £9,750

John Deere 7710, year 1997, 8,500 hrs, 
one owner from new, rear tyres 80% 
front tyres, 15% shift. £28,800 + VAT

Massey Ferguson 3075, 10,200 hours, 
L reg, clean & tidy for its age, good tyres, 
nice handy yard tractor. £10,750 + VAT

Ford 6610, Just need a few more stickers 
and mirrors sorting, very tidy, ideal for work 

or play. £12,000

15.5 � 25 tyres, 
four available.

£300 + VAT each

AS Marston Grain trailer, 
one arable owner since new, 

very clean, all original. £4,950

Browns square and round bale grab, 
JCB brackets, very clean 
and tidy. £1,200 + VAT

15.5 - 80-24, 
set of four, for loadall or tractor. 

£200 + VAT each

International 885, FWD, very original arable 
farm tractor, very clean and tidy, ideal 

for work or play. £7,500

10-16.5 skid steer tyres, 
four available.
£300 + VAT

Kuhn Primor, straw bedder, 
does work but needs a little bit 

of TLC. £1,250

HAWK CONSTRUCTION GROUP UK LTD
Buyers, sellers and exporters of quality used Agricultural and commercial plant and equipment

Contact
Ben: 07968 205 533 

or Chris 07375 411 397

10 Ashbourne Road, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, ST14 7AZ � e-mail: enquiries@hawkltd.co.uk
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Making a prototype   
WHILST PRIMARILY being a steam enthusiast, 
I was drawn to the January 2021 issue of CLASSIC 
TRACTOR by the Leyland 272 Synchro and Turner flail 
mower on the front cover.    
In your article on Noel Cowper’s high-hour Leyland, 
little mention was made of his equally remarkable 
Turner flail mower, but I can add some history to 
this very machine. Several years ago, Noel exhibited 
his Leyland and its Turner flail at the Bloxham Steam 
Rally. On closer inspection and on speaking to Noel, it 
transpired that his mid-mounted Turner Hydramower 

Have your say on classics and the contents of CLASSIC TRACTOR. 
Contributions from our readers are always very welcome. 

LETTERS
Fab support from Saxham      
THE FEBRUARY 2021 EDITION of CLASSIC TRACTOR arrived on Christmas Eve and provided 
some much appreciated reading over the festive period. I particularly enjoyed the 
article on the Manns/Claas operation at Saxham, which reminded me of when 
I attended a combine operator’s course there in the summer of 1967. 

At that time I was a student at Silsoe College in Bedfordshire. The College was contacted by 
a machinery dealership from near Cannock in Staffordshire which was looking to recruit a couple of 
combine drivers for the harvest season. The dealership had taken two Claas Matador combines in 
part exchange and was hoping to make a little extra profit by running them on contract during that 
year’s harvest. 

Along with another student called David, I was offered the work, which as part of the deal included 
a place on a combine operator’s course at Manns of Saxham. The course was very professionally 
presented and the training facilities were most impressive, with rigs that allowed the trainees to see 
normally hidden assemblies such as the combine drum and concave and the variable speed pulley 
systems. In the afternoon we all drove combines around the yard and ran the thrashing mechanisms 
up to speed.

Claas was very much ahead of the game with its corporate branding and company logo which, at the 
time, featured the well-recognised knotter bill hook from a baler. At the end of the training course we were 
presented with a full set of notes, leaflets of the machines and two cloth badges embroidered with the 
company logo. I called in at home on my way to Cannock and persuaded my mother to sew the badges 
onto my boiler suits so I could look the part!

And so an enjoyable summer holiday was spent harvesting the fields of Staffordshire. The Claas 
Matadors performed faultlessly and put in some long hours, not only in the field, but often driving on the 
road to the next customer. I was never sure if this was legal as we had fixed 12ft header tables which 
were wider than some of the lanes and especially the gateways.

One morning, while greasing up the combine prior to a day’s harvesting, a neighbouring farmer came 
into the yard, just as I was climbing out of the straw walkers dressed in my Claas-badged boiler suit and 
carrying my tool kit. This must have made an impression on the farmer as he told me that he had heard that 
this contract harvesting outfit was being run by a couple of students, but he could now see this was clearly 
not the case. I made a quick exit from the conversation before he asked me what I did the rest of the year, 
but it made me appreciate the power of company branding, logos, badging, etc, of which Claas was adept. 

Years later, a farmer friend told me a tale about the stores at Saxham, which was open 24 hours a day 
during the harvest season. The tale went as follows. It was late one Saturday evening in August and my 
friend, having finished work for the day, returned home to find a note from his combine driver pinned to 
the back door of his house, informing him that a drive belt on the farm’s Claas combine had just broken. 

My friend told me that he drove to Manns at Saxham, purchased a replacement drive belt from the 
stores, returned to the farm as dawn was breaking, fitted the belt, left a note on the back door saying the 
combine was fixed, and then retired to bed! Not an hour of harvesting was lost!

Claas was certainly an organisation that was very customer and brand focused, even back then.  

 Graham Thompstone, Upton, Somerset
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Viewpoint Readers’ Feedback
E-MAIL:
editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk

WRITE TO:
Letters, CLASSIC TRACTOR, 
Sundial Magazines, 
Sundial House, 
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent, 
BR3 5JS

Unfortunately, successive house moves means that my 
copy of the sales brochure for the Turner Hydramower 
15 flail has long since been discarded. 

 Paul Stratford, Newtown, Powys.    

Dealer is still going 
I HAVE JUST FINISHED reading Simon Henley’s very 
enjoyable article on Matt Lloyd’s refurbished Deutz 
Intrac. Whilst I’m sure all the technical details were, as 
always, well researched, I feel I need to point out one 
error in the article.      
It states that the dealer that originally supplied 
Matt’s Intrac 2004, Eltrac of Hatton, near Warwick, 
is now defunct. Whilst it hasn’t been a Deutz-Fahr 
dealer for many years, the business is still trading, 
albeit not at Hatton but from nearby Case Lane, Five 
Ways, near Warwick. The original owner, Tom Price, 
is still at the helm.
You can no longer buy a new Deutz-Fahr tractor from 
them, but you can certainly buy everything from 
a lynch pin to a new round baler. The shop sells 
a million handy bits and bobs, such as tools, belts, 
chains, pipes, paint, oil, grease, bolts, screws, etc. 
The business also supplies IAE livestock equipment, 
fencing supplies, etc. You can buy implements 
there too. 
Eltrac also services and repairs all manner of kit, 
and I would have no worries about taking my 
John Deere 50 Series tractors there for a repair. 
I was in their yard just the other day and, after just 
nipping in for a bottle of welding gas, I did that 
fatal thing of having a mooch round and leaving 
with a barrow full of stuff! Eltrac (Warwick) Limited 
is a great little family business that deserves and 
receives support from local farmers, large and 
small. Long may that continue. 

 Pete Smith, Kenilworth, Warwickshire

Editor – The buck stops with the person who 
meddled with Simon Henley’s original article 
and incorrectly assumed that Eltrac was no 
longer trading – unfortunately, that was me! 
Eltrac (Warwick) Limited is very definitely still in 
business and we are more than happy to clarify 
this important point. As an aside, Intrac owner 
Matt Lloyd tells us that he spoke to Eltrac about 
four years ago, asking if the dealership had any 
records relating to his machine. There was no 
paper trail and nobody could remember selling 
it new, so it may have been second-hand when 
it passed through the dealership. What is known 
is that the registration number of Matt’s Intrac, 
which is A175 JAC, was issued by the Coventry 
office of the DVLA in March 1984, confirming the 
tractor’s early links to the county of Warwickshire. 
If you remember seeing it or know some of its 
history, let us know and we’ll pass on the 
information to Matt.  

15 flail mower was actually the very same prototype 
I had hand-fabricated in the mid-1970s whilst working 
in the development department of Turner Engineering 
at Kings Coughton in Warwickshire. I worked at both 
Turner Engineering and Bomford in various roles in the 
early-to-mid 1970s, latterly as a development engineer 
and fabricator in the development department. I worked 
closely with company founder Tony Turner, who was 
a great guy, very successful, and forward thinking. 
Other Turner products that I was involved with were 
the 30in and 22in pedestrian mowers, the Ranger 
vehicle, a self-loading rotary muck speaker (which was 
a failure) and a silage mower/conditioner. 



Mobile: 07979 860635  Office: 01248 670643  
Caernarfon, North Wales  Delivery

NEW CARTER CT08  MICRO DIGGER
single cylinder diesel engine, 3 buckets,

excellent value

NEW CARTER CT16-9B  MINI DIGGER
zero tail swing, hydraulic QH, expanding

tracks,3 buckets, excellent machine

NEW CARTER CT18 9B, MINI DIGGER
hydraulic QH, expanding tracks, 2 speed

tracking, 3 buckets, fantastic value

NEW CARTER CT45-8B MIDI EXCAVATOR
hydraulic QH, expanding tracks,

3 buckets, excellent machine

NEW CARTER CT60
6.2 ton, rubber tracks, hydraulic QH, 

air con, 3 buckets, 2yrs warranty

NEW CARTER CT80
8.2 ton, steel tracks, rubber blocks, 

air con, 2yrs warranty, fantastic value

Bethel Plant Sales
www.bethelplantsales.co.uk

DEALER
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR UK AND IRELAND

JMac are looking for dealers in your area
call JMac on: 01564 336633

or email: sales@jmacuk.com

To view our list of products visit our website:
www.jmacuk.com

JME25Z
£21,950
� Hydraulic quick hitch
� 3 x Buckets
� Servo Controls
� Swing Boom
� Blade Included

JME135
£74,950
� 13.5 ton
� Cummins engine
� No AdBlue
� Hydraulic quick hitch
� Five Buckets

JMT1500
£27,950
� Towable 2.8 Ton
� Perkins engine
� Bucket Included
� Joystick controls
� Reversing camera
� Load Indicator
� Adjustable Hydraulic Forks
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INTA TRAC UK LTD, ACTON VIEW, BROCKTON,
LYDBURY NORTH, SHROPSHIRE SY7 8BA

TELEPHONE 01588 680217   FAX 01588 680222
MOBILE 07711 215929   EMAIL intatrac@gmail.com
VIEW & BUY ONLINE @ www.intatracuk.com

UK MADE L CAB PARTS 

WE STILL GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE ON ALL PARTS LISTED BELOW!

WWW.INTATRACUK.COM

RUMOUR HAS IT...
...WE PAY THE BEST PRICES FOR ALL CASE IH & INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS FOR BREAKING. PLEASE PHONE OR EMAIL WITH DETAILS

ALWAYS A GOOD SELECTION OF QUALITY USED TRACTORS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS

TRACTORS FOR SALE

CURRENTLY BREAKING
BREAKING OVER 500 CASE IH & McCORMICK TRACTORS: MTX165, MC135, MX135, MX150, MX100C, 4240/30/20/10, 995XL, 895, 795,
695, 1056XL, 40K, 956, 856, 844, 533, HYDRO 85, 84, 885XL, 785, 585, 485, 84 SERIES ALL MODELS, 74 SERIES ALL MODELS 444, 434, 
MAGNUM 7250 M REG FOR BREAKING, ALL PARTS AVAILABLE. 1000’S OF 4WD AXLE PARTS ALL STRIPPED & READY TO GO.

4200 REPLACEMENT WINGS IN STEEL, SET OF 4  ............ £450
885XL CASE IH GRILLE WITH MESH, 1986+ ....................... £245
844-856XL NARROW WINGS IN STEEL, PER PAIR  ............ £140
XL CAB REPLACEMENT CORNERS, SILLS, DOOR BOTTOM, 
ALL AVAILABLE  .................................................................  £POA
885-895 BONNET SIDE PANELS PER PAIR  ........................ £125
XL STEPS, AS ORIGINAL, ALL MODELS  ..........................  £POA
APL 330 – 345 RECON CROWN WHEEL + PINION  ............ £595     
74-85-85 SERIES WINDSCREEN SURROUND  ................... £229    
LP ROOF ALL MODELS GALVANISED  ................................ £125             
REAR WINDOW FRAMED ALL TYPES  ................................ £135
DOOR FRAMES L CAB AS ORIGINAL  ................................. £145
FOOT PLATES  ................................................................... £39.50
85 X L BATTERY CARRIER 81 – 85  ....................................... £45
85-95-42 SERIES BATTERY CARRIER 86-98 ...................... £125
84-85 SERIES TALL + SHORT GRILLE SURROUND  .......... £125
856-956-1056 FRONT LOWER GRILLE CASE IH TYPE  ...... £125
856-956-1056 FRONT TOP GRILLE CASE IH TYPE  ............. £95
CX 4200 STABILISER ASSEMBLY  ......................................... £65

674-885 STABILISER ASSEMBLY .......................................... £28
B275 – 434 FULL 3 POINT LINKAGE  ................................... £250
XL PILLAR COVER LEFT OR RIGHT  ...................................... £85
74 SERIES GRILLE WITH MESH + CLIPS  ............................. £75
84 - 85 SHORT GRILLE WITH MESH + CLIPS  ...................... £75
CLOTH SUSPENSION SEAT TO FIT L CAB 
WITH SUSPENSION UNDERNEATH  ................................... £275
SECURA HEATED ROOF PANEL  ......................................... £265
HIGH ROOF WITH OR WITHOUT VENT HOLES  .....  FROM £225
SECURA CAB WINGS INCLUDING BACK PIECE .....  £185 EACH
4230 LP LEFT DOOR FRAME  .............................................. £325
5100 SERIES BONNET ISLAND NEW  ...................................£225
CASE 5100 BONNET, IN STEEL, BRAND NEW, 
PAINTED WITH DECALS  ...................................................... £995
LH XL DOOR, WITH GLASS, NEW ... £495 (BLACK) / £595 (RED)
RH XL DOOR, WITH GLASS, NEW ......£495 (BLACK) £595 (RED)
CASE 5150 WINGS IN STEEL PAIR  ..................................... £650
956, 1056XL WINGS IN STEEL PAIR  ................................... £395

CASE 885XL 
& POWER LOADER

IH 258 L CAB 2WD, X reg, c/w Quickie power loader, low hours & very genuine, PAS & PUH, 62hp, 
ideal stables or smallholding  ............................................................................................................  £POA 

CASE IH 1455 XL, D reg, old shape in new colours, excellent condition inside and out, Lincolnshire 
tractor from new, only made for 12 months, quite rare ....................................................................  £POA
IH 475 ZF 4wd, conversion, as new condition throughout, heated roof, Q cab, Perkins engine, 
PAS & PUH, ideal match ploughing or road runs   .........................................................................  £15,750
CASE IH MX135, 8,000 hrs, X reg, front suspension, full set of weights, excellent condition 
inside & out  ....................................................................................................................................  £19,950
IH 885XL 4x4, A reg, wide tyres, 85hp, later type gears & PUH, excellent condition inside & out, 
must be seen ......................................................................................................................................................  £8,750
IH 885LP 4x4, B reg, low hours, 85hp, PAS & PUH, in outstanding condition inside and out  .... £7,995 + loader

REFURBISHED 956XL – 1056XL, 1255XL, 1455XL, CABS IN STOCK, CALL FOR DETAILS

CASE 1455, 1986895 XLMX 135 885XL

SOLD
SOLD



decided it was time to look for a replacement for the 
farm’s aging MF 35X yard scraper tractor. He went 
down the classic route, paying £4200 for an MF 135 QD 
at a farm dispersal sale at Crossgates, near Llandrindod 
Wells, in Powys. The MF 135’s registration of SNT 400R 
was originally issued in June 1977 by the Shrewsbury 
office of what was then known as the Driver & Vehicle 
Licensing Centre (DVLC), so this tractor has returned to 
its ‘home’ county of Shropshire. 

The main role for this classic MF is scraping up after 
Enchmarsh Farm’s herd of award-winning Holstein dairy 
cows. The Enchmarsh herd is milked twice daily and the 
MF 135 looks after the all-important job of cleaning out 
the collecting yard for the high-yielding cows. 

Back in 2012, when 84 cows were being milked, the 
herd achieved the top spot in England in the herd 
production rankings in the National Milk Records’ annual 
production report. Since then, the herd has grown to 100 
milkers. Some of its more recent accolades have included 
being judged the champion herd in Shropshire in 2018 
and receiving a Master Breeder award from Holstein UK 
in 2019. In addition to their dairy cows, the Allsops rear 

all their own young stock at 
Enchmarsh Farm. 

Working alongside the MF 
135 on the 250-acre dairy 

farm and another unit of a 
similar size are a John 

Deere 6320 and 

6820, which undertake all of the heavier work, and 
a Same Explorer. The Allsops make 70 acres of grass 
silage across three cuts, the first in May, and they also 
grow some maize for silage.

The family’s MF 135 QD spends most of its time on 
a yard scraper, while the Same Explorer is usually to be 
found driving a feeder wagon. The MF has now clocked 
up 6968 hours and has proven to be a useful and 
reliable addition to the fleet, says Gerald. He believes 
he’s going to get several more years of useful work out 
of his MF 135, which not only does his yard scraping, but 
also takes a turn driving a saw bench too. When it does 
finally reach the end of its working life, this little Massey 
will probably still be worth what Gerald paid for it four 
years ago. Now that’s what you call a shrewd 
investment. 

One of the reasons why Massey Ferguson 135s 
remain so popular and valuable is because they 
remain more than capable of carrying out 
useful and productive work, day in, day out, in 
a commercial farming environment.  

One 43-year old MF 135 QD that’s still very much 
working for a living, clearing up the effluent from a herd 
of 100 dairy cows, can be found at J. & G. Allsop’s 
Enchmarsh Farm at Cardington, near Church Stretton, 
in Shropshire. 

Four years ago, family member Gerald Allsop 

Farm Favourites Readers’ Classics

This is your chance to give your best classics the praise they 
deserve. Send us details and pictures and tell us why you’ve 
been so impressed by the performance and reliability of your 
favourite tractor, harvester or loader. We’ll do the rest!
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USEFUL ON
A SCRAPER 

Above left: Considering it works among 
corrosive slurry and in confi ned spaces, the 
bodywork of this MF 135 is in great shape.
Below: This 43-year old MF 135 QD has spent 
the past four years on yard scraper duty for 
the Allsop family from Shropshire. 

E-MAIL:
editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk

WRITE TO:
Farm Favourites, CLASSIC TRACTOR, 
Sundial Magazines, 
Sundial House, 
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent 
BR3 5JS
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Below: Robert Dick’s four-wheel drive 1983 DB 1490 and Sanderum 
plough have become a familiar sight in the Islandmagee area. 

Ever since 1982, Robert Dick from Co. Antrim had wanted a four-wheel drive 
David Brown 1490. Even after he bought a two-wheel drive Case 1494 in 1987, 
he always said he should have got one with four-wheel drive. Things in Northern 
Ireland are often done in a relaxed manner, with no great hurry, so it would be 
almost 40 years before Robert finally got his hands on a four-wheel drive David 
Brown.  

His recent purchase of a four-wheel drive 1490 came as a result of a chance remark 
by Roger Lyttle, who mentioned to someone that he knew where there was a David 
Brown that would suit Robert. When word of this got back to Robert, he arranged 
a viewing to see the tractor. After doing a deal, he drove the DB 1490 back home, 
travelling a distance of 15 miles in the snow with only one door and no back window in 
the cab. That’s what you call dedication to the DB cause! 

The tractor had no registration plate to verify its age, but it is believed to be a 1983 
model, sold just before the introduction of the Case 94 Series. It was probably sold new 
by David Brown Tractors’ own retail branch at Ballymoney. Farmers from the east Antrim 
area tended to buy their tractors from the Ballymoney depot of David Brown Tractors, 
although the Belfast branch at Dunmurry was probably closer to most people. During 
the 1970s and 80s, Belfast wasn’t always a handy or safe place to get in and out of, 
so many farmers opted for the Ballymoney dealership instead. 

The 1490 spent its working life in the village of Raloo, near Larne. It was originally 
equipped with a David Brown HD90 loader, which has now been removed. The current 
cab isn’t the original unit as when Robert acquired his DB 1490, its cab was absolutely 
rotten and beyond repair. A replacement from an ex-French market tractor was found 
in a dealer’s yard in Wales. After a phone call to a local haulier, the cab was despatched 
to Northern Ireland and subsequently fitted by David Brown specialist Derek Wilson of 
Islandmagee. 

Robert has always enjoyed ploughing, so when another local character, Mervyn Hill, 
decided to sell his Sanderum plough, Stuart, Robert’s son, snapped it up. The three-
furrow plough and four-wheel drive DB 1490 have been pretty much inseparable ever 
since. They have worked together on land rising to almost 1000ft above sea level at the 

DB DREAM
FULFILLED This 50,000th special edition Case-IH Maxxum 5150 Plus has spent its entire 

life on the Stanbridge family’s farm in Leicestershire. Originally it was the 
main tractor on the 500-acre beef, sheep and arable unit, carrying out 
secondary cultivations (a Track Marshall TM135 crawler did the heavy 
work), grain and silage hauling, fertiliser spreading, spraying and mowing.  

Following the arrival of a Case-IH Maxxum MX135 and Deutz-Fahr Agrotron 
150, the Maxxum 5150 dropped down the pecking order and took on more of a 
supporting role. Today, on what has become a larger operation in terms of the 
acreage farmed by the Stanbridges, it shares shed space with modern Claas 
tractors of 125hp and 180hp. The Maxxum 5150 still earns its keep on a bale 
wrapper during the silage season and it also does some Cambridge and flat rolling, 
as well as grass harrowing. 

Its clock stopped a long time ago at 5234 hours and it has probably now done 
13-14,000 hours in total. Apart from routine servicing, the only time it has needed 
any spanner work was when an O-ring on the brakes failed and when a reverse 
idler in the transmission came loose and played havoc with the hydraulic system.

Special edition

Below: Special edition Case-IH Maxxum 5150 Plus has done an 
estimated 13-14,000 hours.

Moor Dyke in Kilwaughter, down to almost sea level on the Low Road in Islandmagee. 
Robert’s David Brown and Sanderum outfit has been doing some very nice work 

and the pair seem to be well matched. 
They say that all good things come to those who wait, and the smile on Robert’s 

face when ploughing with his four-wheel drive DB 1490 says it all. 
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S.R. Haylock (Cambs, UK)
Agricultural Machinery Bought & Sold
Modern - Classic - Vintage

Caterpillar Challenger 65 
rear linkage & PTO, 

nice original condition.

Massey Ferguson 3085 4wd  
Dynashift, tidy condition 

for age, good tyres.

Massey Ferguson 135 2wd
early model, runs well, tidy for age.

Ford 6610 4wd  
S/Q, 4,500hrs, good clean 
condition, option of loader.

Ford 4000 2wd 
c/w loader, 3,500hrs, PAS, 
straight original condition.

Ford 1210 4wd compact
D reg, mechanically good, 

paintwork average. 

Claas Dominator 118SL combine
20ft cut, clean condition, 3,200hrs.

Marshall 802 2wd tidy for age.
Ford 7710 4wd S/Q 6,500hrs, tidy.

Ford 5000 2wd Pre Force 
& Force tractors.

International 856XL 2wd 
needs tidying.

Grey Ferguson diesel 
c/w plough tidy.

David Brown 770 2wd 
(white),original condition.

Massey Ferguson 35 3cyl, nice
straight fen tractor.

Ford 555 2wd digger
1,500hrs from new, original
condition, ex-local builder.

Evenings 01799 584626
Day 07831 158848 or 07766 107610

www.srhaylock.co.uk

MJPATEY
Email: mjpateymachinery@gmail.com  www.mjpatey.co.uk

VIGOLO MX 250, FLAIL 
TOPPER, FRONT OR REAR 
MOUNTED, 2.5M CUT, 
HEAVY DUTY FLAILS ..£5,450

KRONE 3.50/10 SINGLE 
ROTOR RAKE
3.5M WORKING WIDTH, 
GWO  ................... £1,975

POTTINGER EURO TOP 
340N SINGLE ROTOR 
RAKE
3.4M, GWO  ......... £2,775

MCHALE 4FT 2� SHEAR 
GRAB SANDERSON 
BRACKETS GWO ..... £350

STRIMECH PRO-AG 
8FT BUCKET, 2.0M3, 
HEAVY DUTY, PIN & CONE 
BRACKETS ..................£950

LINK BOX 
4FT X 3FT X 2FT  ... £250

NEW MALONE 
14 TONNE HEAVY DUTY 
LOG SPLITTER
IN STOCK  ................ £895

NEW MALONE POST 
RAMMER
350KG WEIGHT, HYD TOP 
LINK & SIDE TILT .. £2,695

Tel: Malcolm
 07970 471773
Totnes, Devon

ALL PRICES + VATAGRICULTURAL MACHINERY

NEW BUCKETS 6FT AND 7FT
..............................  FROM £495

NEW HYDRAULIC PAN 
MIXER, 850LTR / 3/4M CUBE, 
3POINT LINKAGE AND PALLET 
FORK MOUNTED .......£3,350

SIP ROTO 185 MOWER 
5FT 6� GWO ........... £775

TIPPING TRAILER 6 TON, 
NEW FLOOR, FULL SIZE 
TAILBOARD, GOOD TYRES
................................. £1,250

TWOSE 6FT 
ROTARY TOPPER, 
GWO ............£795 NO VAT

NEW SAW BENCH PTO DRIVEN, 
BLADE SIZE 700 MM MAX 
CUTTING DIAMETER 240 MM 
TUNGSTEN BLADE�£1,250

FLAT RING ROLLER, 7 FT,
..................... £225 NO VAT

BOMFORD TRI BLAD 3080, 
9FT,SHAFT DRIVEN HEAVY 
DUTY TOPPER ....... £1,850

TEAGLE TA 250 OFF SET FLAIL 
TOPPER, 2.5M, 2017 YEAR,  
HARDOX FLAILS, EXCELLENT 
CONDITION .............. £5,950

TWOSE 8FT BALLAST 
ROLLER .....£625 NO VAT 
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Farm View Regional Farming Round-Up

It’s a good job you 
can buy excellent 

waterproof work gear 
nowadays because it’s been 

needed just recently. The 
crops still look excellent, but 

I’ve never seen the ground look 
so wet for so long.  
We have been busying ourselves making 

new doors for the tractor shed and workshop 
and further improving our security with more 
flood lights and another camera which you 
can use to ‘shout’ at intruders, via your mobile 
phone. ‘I say you thief, kindly remove yourself 
forthwith!’. The actual message to perpetrators 
is more likely to contain fewer words and be 
considerably less polite! 

In my previous Farm View I mentioned that 
we were looking to add an additional tractor to 
the fleet, and to that end we have been trying 
all sorts including, shock horror, gasp, 
a John Deere. I did have to wear a hat 
and dark glasses in case I was recognised! 
Deere can’t provide its simpler, higher-hp 
four-cylinder 6M Series with the eight-speed 
DirectDrive transmission I’m looking for, so 
it’s a ‘no’ there I’m afraid. Wouldn’t it have 

been ironic if, after all those cheeky anti-Deere 
comments, I had gone down this route? 

We also tried a Claas and found its Hexashift 
gearbox to be excellent, so it’s a ‘perhaps’ there. 
Same for the Massey, although it had poor 
heating and ventilation, with no vents to warm 
my cold feet. Then we come to my usual brand, 
New Holland. The four-pot T6 model we tried 
had a good engine and an excellent Dynamic 
Command gearbox, but the electric spool 
switches were just cheap foreign rubbish. 

We also tried something new to me, 
a McCormick supplied by a new and very 
enthusiastic dealer. With its FPT engine, ZF 
gearbox and Carraro front axle, the McCormick 
has to be given a chance, although ground 
clearance may be an issue. 

Wouldn’t it be great if you could just pick all 
the best bits from all the brands? So it’s decisions, 
decisions. All the dealers’ reps read my articles, but 

I’ll have to keep you guessing for now boys! Just 
remember to have sharp pencils when you quote! 

I have also been looking at sprayers. 
My faithful self-propelled Sprayranger is no 
longer in production and as the prices of new 
self-propelleds are eye-watering, we will most 
likely go back to a trailed sprayer, most likely 
of British build. 

Of all the jobs on the farm, spraying is the 
task I’ve always enjoyed the most, along with 
the crop walking, agronomy and sourcing 
agrochemicals at competitive prices. I could 
do it every day. 

Of course, no farm can operate well without 
a good and reliable workforce, whether that’s 
family or employed members of staff, or both. 
We have been incredibly lucky over the years to 
have had some truly excellent men, none more 
so than Pete Wilson, a fantastic all-rounder who 
was with us for 12 happy years. I’m very sorry to 
report that cancer took him away from us and 
his family recently. 

Taking Pete’s place in our team is Robert 
Fairbairn. He is a very competent operator and 
is the third generation of his family to work 
here at Whitmuirhaugh, so it seems lady luck 
has shone on us again with our staffing. 

The McCormick has to be 
given a chance, although 
ground clearance may be 

an issue. 

Getting tractors on trial 

n
cro

I’ve n
so wet fo

Charlie McCririck 
farms 614 acres in 

partnership with his 
brother at 

Whitmuirhaugh near 
Kelso in the Scottish 

Borders. Wheat is 
one of the main 

crops and there is an 
80-cow suckler herd. 

The business also 
carries out 

contracting work 
and share farms 700 

acres with a 
neighbour.

IH baler proves faultless
Another warm night 
here in New 

Zealand. Last week it was 
38 degrees Celsius, but then 

two days later we had snow 
on the tops of the farm. Today 

is the last day of the school 
holidays, so I took our new truck into 

town to collect 5t of bagged fertiliser 
for our turnip and grass crops. With 
460hp on tap, our 2001 Volvo FH12 is 
a true pleasure to drive and coming 
home with the fertiliser load on board 
was a walk in the park.    

My big news is that just before 
Christmas the frame was finally removed 
from my leg, which was the best present  
I could have wished for. My 19 months of 
very restricted mobility are finally over! I can 
now walk without crutches, and even 
though 
I am very slow, it is great. Being allowed 
to drive again is wonderful, although I had 
been driving around on the farm. 

We had a great spring with lots of grass 
and a bumper crop of first cut silage, which 
I got to mow with our Kuhn GMD 4411. 

This mower is on its third season and has 
been a fantastic buy so far. New mowers are 
definitely the only way to go for reliability. 

Last Monday I went old-school and 
baled a paddock of lucerne hay using our 
classic IH 445D conventional baler. It did 
300 bales and never missed tying a single 
knot. Having previously used this baler on 
our Ford 3000, which really had its work cut 
out when dealing with a hill and a heavy 
crop, this time around I opted for our New 
Holland T6070, which coped with the job 
without even breaking sweat. 

Strangely, everyone around the farm was 
suddenly very busy when it came to carting 
the bales, but I managed to gather them all 
in with our 10-bale loader attachment on the 
farm’s New Holland TS115. Carrying bales 
would have severely tested my ‘new’ leg, 
so it was all done without leaving the seat.  

My local New Holland dealer has sold 
a few T6 Series four-cylinder models with 
Dynamic Command transmissions, and these 
have apparently been going well. Even though 
they are two pots down on the T6050 and 
T6070, they climb the hills of South Canterbury 
extremely well. It has given me hope that this 
new four-cylinder will be a solid replacement 
for our T6070 when the time comes.

While laid up with my leg, I thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at social media pictures 
from around the world, and getting to speak 
with like-minded tractor lovers. It has made 
the world a smaller place for me and kept 
me going. I was very saddened to read of 
the passing of fellow Farm View columnist 
John Carter’s wife Rosemary. My thoughts 
are with him and his family at this time. 

Now we need to look forward to the 
world coming right again once Covid-19 is 
under control, allowing us to travel and do 
the things we love. I’m certain with our 
great medical brains we can beat this and 
get back to normal. I look forward to 
getting back on a plane and meeting some 
of the great people and machines all over 
the world. 
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Andrew Hurst and 
his wife Jo farm 

5500 acres in the 
hills of South 

Canterbury in New 
Zealand. They run 

3000 ewes and 
300 Angus/

Hereford cows 
plus followers and 
grow 100 acres of 
winter brassicas. 

The Hursts 
operate a fleet of 

predominantly 
blue working 
tractors and 

Andrew also has a 
small collection of 

classics.

Our classic IH 445D 
conventional baler did 300 

bales and never missed tying 
a single knot.



What would be on 
your lottery wish 

list? Apart from a full 
collection of sought-after 

classics and period matching 
implements to tag along 

behind them, plus 200 acres of 
sandy loam to play on, my wish list 

includes a superbly-equipped workshop 
with, most importantly, a glass-smooth 
floor.

While I am lucky to live with all my kit 
on my doorstep, it is spread out around 
the buildings. The tools are kept in a shed 
that none of the machines can fit into. The 
hardware is across the yard in a shed which 
isn’t suitable for the tools because it doesn’t 
have a power supply capable of running 
anything more than a couple of lights.  

So a wheelbarrow is my most used tool, 
ferrying all the tools I think I’m likely to need 
for any given job across to the machines. 
Inevitably, there are many trips back and 
forth across the yard for different bits and 
bobs. It may not sound too much of 
a bother, but it’s about 100m across the 
yard, which gets tedious. Although it might 

seem obvious to equip the shed where the 
kit is parked with everything I need, I don’t 
own the yard, and I could spend thousands 
of pounds getting everything right.

Without question the worst thing for my 
ageing knees is the rough concrete floor, so 
I use various mats and bits of sheeting to 
cushion things a bit. Maybe one day I’ll get 
around to spoiling myself with a bit of floor 
screed and a heater? 

It has become more annoying recently as 
I have been spending many hours working 
on my newly-acquired Mercedes Zetros 
chassis cab. I’ve had the spreader body 
shotblasted and powder coated by 
B. G. Penny in Coventry, and I’ve been busy 
fabricating and adapting mounting brackets 
and other parts to get the body safely 
on board. 

There are quite a few electrical jobs to do, 

plus fitting all the hydraulic and GPS variable 
rate gadgets. I sometimes think I’m getting 
there, but then I look again and find there 
is a huge amount still to do. It won’t all get 
done before the spring season, so my trusty 
Big A will get a lot more work in the next few 
months. At the moment it is at Moreton Tyres 
receiving new wheels and tyres ready for the 
big spring push.

Tomorrow, I have got Nigel and Joe from 
Creative Sign & Design coming round to fit 
a wrap graphic around the cab of the Merc, 
as well as other bits and bobs. Nigel has 
made all my signs for years, and he always 
does a great job. He must be good because 
he’s always busy. As we know, if you want 
something doing, ask a busy man – and then 
be patient!

Another local firm, LFE, has made 
up various steel parts for me. They have 
adapted a trailer drawbar so I can pull my 
JCB Loadall safely onto the low loader, and 
I will ask them to make some bespoke tool 
boxes to fit on the sides of the finished 
machine once I know where all the vital 
chunks are going to be. I best go and buy 
that lottery ticket!
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I have been spending many 
hours working on my newly-

acquired Mercedes Zetros 
chassis cab. 

Wish list for a workshop 
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Pete Smith is an 
independent lime-

spreading contractor 
from Kenilworth, 

Warwickshire. 
Married with three 

young children, Pete 
used to work for his 
family’s farming and 

contracting 
business, but now 

operates on his own 
account within a 
25-mile radius of 

home.

Success for strong team
Farming and 
agriculture is not just a 

job, but a way of life for us all. 
Even those who have retired or 

left the industry still take a 
passing interest in what’s going 

on. So let’s spare a thought for all the 
people whose hobby and recreational time 

revolves around the many shows, working 
days and ploughing matches that we 
normally attend, but which have sadly 
been cancelled in the past year.     

For many people who have not been able 
to go out much, getting CLASSIC TRACTOR 
through the door each month has been 
something to look forward to. 

Of course, farming certainly hasn’t 
stopped, and despite the uncertainly of Brexit 
and Covid-19, it hasn’t been quiet here at the 
Marlborough depot of T. H. White. Combine 
sales have again been strong following last 
winter’s buoyant spell, but this year we’ve 
also been getting enquiries from a lot of new 
customers. As a result, it hasn’t just been 
yellow combines that have been traded-in, 
but other colours too. 

It is two years since I took over the day-to-

day running of the workshop at Marlborough in 
Wiltshire, and I’m now the service manager. My 
team of 14 ranges in age from 20 to 66, and 11 
of us have never worked anywhere else other 
than for T. H. White. Many customers have 
been with us a long time and I think the 
experience and relationships that have been 
built-up over the years with the team here have 
been instrumental in our current success. 

Our machinery salesmen have also come 
through the workshop as apprentices and 
technicians. Customers buy from certain 
dealers because of trust and their relationships 
with people, and their word of mouth is 
sometimes the best sales tool. 

The workshop itself has been busy with 
our normal winter service work. We look after 
a lot of combines now, while tractor work has 
consisted of general servicing. 

Tractor sales had a strong end to the year, 

with lots of new T7 Series models going out, 
a number of which were to new customers. 
We have also sold a New Holland TK100 steel-
track crawler to a local vegetable grower who 
was struggling to pull a carrot harvester with 
conventional tractors. It’s almost like going back 
to the days of the County Major crawlers that 
T. H. White used to sell many years ago.

At the start of this column I mentioned 
what it means to be part of the farming 
community. On the Sunday before Christmas, 
I was proud to take part in Devizes Young 
Farmer’s Club’s Tractor n’ Tinsel road run. 
Around 130 tractors of all ages and colours split 
into four groups and travelled around the 
villages and towns of central and east Wiltshire. 
I chickened-out of taking my Ford TW-15 and 
took our New Holland T7.315 HD service 
support tractor on the run instead. Several local 
dealers, including T. H. White, whose Devizes 
HQ was the starting point for the run, Lister 
Wilder and the Hunt Group pledged their 
support, along with many members of the 
public. Thanks to everyone’s efforts, an amazing 
£16,000 was raised for Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
and the Motor Neurone Association, a truly 
fantastic amount for a first-time event. 
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Andrew Collier 

joined dealer T. H. 
White in 1988 and 

works as a 
service manager 

at its Marlborough 
depot in Wiltshire. 

He is also a 
Precision Farming 

specialist for the 
T. H. White group, 

covering both New 
Holland and Case 

IH brands. Andrew 
owns a Ford 

TW-15 Force II.

We have also sold a New 
Holland TK100 steel-track 

crawler to a local 
vegetable grower.



 www.stewart-trailers.co.uk

+44 (0) 1467 681418
sales@stewart-trailers.co.uk

BIGGER

STRONGER

TOUGHER

Compact equipment to maintain your property

Give us a call on 01684 772912 for friendly and honest advice. 
We are here to help you to make the correct choices!

Fleet Lane, Bredon, Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 7EF

Do you have a few acres and need ideas on how to maintain it? 
We have the solutions. Come over and see our display areas 

hosting a full range of solutions, or give us a call. 
At the very least, you�ll get good honest advice!

David Tunstall mobile: 07817 832978    Chris Tunstall mobile: 07929 563907    Richard Tunstall mobile: 07765 883435

FOGGY GILL, FELL END,
KIRKBY STEPHEN, CUMBRIA CA17 4LN

Email: david@tunstalltractors.com
www.tunstalltractors.com

Zetor Prox Power 120
62 reg, power shuttle, heavy duty 

front wheels. £28,500

Zetor Proxima GP 110
40k, Mac shuttle gearbox. 

£39,500

Massey Ferguson 5445
05 reg, low pro� le

£23,500

Zetor Forterra 124 41
09 reg, in great condition. 

£22,500

Zetor Proxima HS80
67 reg, as new condition, good 
saving on new price! £33,000

NEW Solis RX 50 2wd 
With cab, aircon.

£13,450 

Zetor Major 80 CL
17 reg, Deutz engine, 2 D/A spools, 

front mudguards, £22,000

 Zetor Major 80
Deutz engine, high quality � nish. 

£29,500

IH 674
P reg, good cab, PUH and power 

steering. £3,500

Zetor Proxima 7441
05 reg, wide tyres all round.

£POA

 Proxima Power 95
09, p/shuttle, 3 spd powershift, 
TracLift power loader. £25,000

Deutz Agroplus 5090
15 reg, 4D Ecoline, � tted with 
Quicke Q31 loader. £27,500

 Zetor Plus 105
11 reg, 40K, 4 wheel braking, 

good tyres. £22,000

 New Holland T5050
62 reg, power shuttle, Trima loader, 

one owner from new, £29,500   

McCormick CX95
2007, low cab, power shuttle. 

£18,500
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WWW.TRACTORBREAKERS.COM

CONTACT: O’HARA MACHINERY Tel: 028 777 50572
Email info@tractorbreakers.com

EVANAGH LODGE FARM, 193 SEACOAST RD, LIMAVADY, CO DERRY BT49 9EF

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR STOCK
CHECK WWW.TRACTORBREAKERS.COM FOR AN UP-TO-DATE STOCK LIST

Case IH CX100

Fendt 936 Fendt 820Case IH MX135

Ford 5610Massey Ferguson 3120

Massey Ferguson 390T

Ford 8340

Massey Ferguson 3645 Massey Ferguson 4345

Massey Ferguson 4270

Massey Ferguson 4225

Massey Ferguson 5612

Massey Ferguson 6480

Massey Ferguson 6475

Massey Ferguson 6265

Merlo 34.7 New Holland TM130

New Holland T6080

New Holland 7635

New Holland TS110A

Valtra T130

Terex TR200

Same Laser 90







Rancher 
Tractor Seat

Case
885
895
etc

Footsteps

Case Mx Series
LED Headlamps

T6080 Etc
4wd Carrier Kit Compensator Valve

028 686 31635
028 686 32819
www.mdeagriparts.co.uk
sales@mdeagriparts.co.uk

Tractors recently arrived for breaking

1000s of new spares in-store
New products being added daily online

www.mdeagriparts.co.uk

New items in stock now

SPECIALISING IN CASE/NEW HOLLAND TRACTOR PARTS
Contact us today with all your new or second hand requirements

Case Toomestone 
Cover

Hydraulic 
Toplinks

CNH Power/Range 
Command Spares

Full range of CNH Filters

Case Mx etc
Prop Shaft 
Guard

Case Mx etc 
Prop Shaft

New in stock
Fiat 90s Cab Floor Mat

Axle Spares incl. Hubs, 
Gears, Bearings etc.

CNH Tear Drop
Brake Discs

Check out 
our range 

of seats 
available 

online
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Please ring before visiting us at 1 High Street, Earl Shilton, Leicester LE9 7DH

Tractor Cab Spare Parts

CAB
Glass (Case/IH, Claas/Renault, Deutz, Fendt, Fiat, J.D.,
Hurlimann, Lamborghini, Landini, M.F., N.H./Ford, Same,
Valtra/Valmet, Zetor etc. + Industrial & Telehandlers)
PVC Covers/Interior Trim Kits
Glazing Rubber/Door Locks/Handles/Gas Stays/
Wiper Motors etc

ALSO AVAILABLE: TIP TOP PATCHES & ACCESSORIES
For further information contact:

UPHILL SALES & SERVICES
Uphill, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4SA

Tel: 01380 840285  Email: keith@uphillsales.co.uk  www.uphillsales.co.uk

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
TRACTOR BREAKERS

CURRENTLY BREAKING
Fordson F&N, E27N, Majors, Dextas JDB.R, A.R.D., 

IH 1020, W6 & W9, W30, B250, B275, 414, 434, Farmall M, 
H, Acub, Zetor, DB Cropmaster 900, 950, 990, 

Selectamatic, 990, 995, 885, Oliver 60, 70, 80, 90, 
Case LA, DC4, DEX, Ferguson TVO Diesel and P3, 

Allis Chalmers U&B, 5C, Nu�  eld and Leyland, 
MF130, 35, 4 cyl and TVO, Turner Yeoman, MMUTS

Please call Jason Smith on 07855 399487
(7 days a week � 8 am til 6pm)

Carew Cottage, High Street, Sparkford, Nr Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 7JH
www.antiquetractorparts.co.uk

MANY OTHER SPARES AVAILABLE TOO

TRACTOR REPAIR 
AND RESTORATION

Entrusted worldwide with 
some of the oldest, rarest, 
and most exotic of vehicles
since the 1950�s

� Line boring, honing and polishing

� Cylinder head porting

� Valve seat replacement

� Weld repairs and more

www.southcerneyengineering.com

Complete engineering 
service for all vehicles, 
agricultural, commercial, 
marine engines 
and machinery.

Tel: 01285 860295
Wiltshire/Gloucestershire 



WHILE THE SEAT of the stripped-down 
Ford 8100 was away being refurbished 
(CLASSIC TRACTOR February 2021), 

attention focussed on removing both of the rear axle 
trumpets to get them machined and refitted, before 
painting the entire skid unit.      

The work needed doing because the lower link arm 
pins had too much clearance between the pins and 
castings, and new pins wouldn’t come anywhere near 
to resolving this excess wear issue. If this tractor was 
going to be used in anger again, perhaps at working 
days or for a bit of occasional commercial farming 
work, the rear linkage needed to be robust enough to 

PRACTICAL

Above: Both of the rear trumpet housings on 
Andrew Walters’ Ford 8100 had excessively 
worn holes in their lower link arm mounting 
lugs. To rectify this problem, the housings 
were removed and taken to engineer Roger 
Seidel, who re-cut the holes using his Kearns 
horizontal boring machine. 

Wear at rear
is dealt with

Ford 8100 Refurb

When Andrew Walters embarked on the overhaul of a 1980 Ford 8100, 
he knew that the excess wear that had developed in the pin holes in the 
lower link attachments on the rear axle trumpet housings was going 
to have to be addressed. Machinery journalist Geoff Ashcroft, who has 
been helping Andrew with the project, explains how this wear issue was 
approached and resolved, and also how an opportunity to move ahead 
with painting the chassis was taken. 

handle a four-furrow fully-mounted Dowdeswell plough.
Removing the axle housings would also give an 

opportunity to inspect the oil-immersed brake discs and the 
differential. The latter needed to be checked as the crown 
wheel retaining bolts are known to loosen over time.

After a few exploratory phone calls and guidance 
from local New Holland dealer P. A. Turney, the 
machining side of things was entrusted to engineer 
Roger Seidel based at Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire. 
He had done a few of these jobs in his time and was to 
prove more than capable of machining and bushing the 
Ford 8100’s trumpet housings. 

Roger used a Kearns horizontal boring machine 

with a snout boring tool to re-cut each hole, only 
removing just enough material to create a true circle. 
This would allow bushings to be made to suit and then 
pressed-in to maintain correct alignment and geometry 
for the three-point linkage.

While both axle housings were away for repair, 
the follow-up plan changed. A prolonged spell of dry, 
warm weather suddenly arrived, and without a spray 
booth large enough to accept the Ford 8100’s skid unit, 
the focus suddenly shifted to getting the unit painted 
while the weather was favourable. So the skid unit, 
minus its rear axles, was prepared, primed and painted 
over a long weekend. 
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 Nuts have become loose 

8
Although the crown wheel would 
have originally been installed with 
rivets, this one had been changed 

at some time in-service with lock nuts and 
bolts. However, they are known to work 
loose over time and this ring of 16 bolts did 
not disappoint. All could be turned by hand, 
so this needed addressing.

 Taking out the differential  

7
The procedure was repeated on the 
right-hand trumpet, but on that 
side the differential assembly 

would come away too, as it sits on the axle�s 
intermediate driveshaft. Having already 
removed the left-hand housing, improved 
access assisted the process of lifting the 
differential clear of the driveshaft. 

 Sliding out the drive shaft  

5
Using the lifting crane, the rear 
trumpet housing was eased away 
from the centre casting, taking care 

not to damage the splined intermediate 
drive shaft that slides out of the differential 
side gear. This shaft is secured by the brake 
assembly and it needed to be kept straight 
and level during removal.

 Catching the remaining oil 

4
Despite having removed the drain 
plugs, oil would still be sitting in 
the trumpet housings, and would 

be released as the housing was eased away 
from the centre casting. To avoid any 
spillage onto the floor, a container was 
placed beneath the mating faces during 
dismantling to catch the remaining oil.

 Brake assembly is visible  

6
With the trumpet housing clear of 
the tractor, the oil-immersed disc 
brakes could clearly be seen. 

These brakes, along with the intermediate 
driveshaft, would need to be removed prior 
to sending the housing away for the 
machining work. The axle was then lowered 
carefully onto a pallet for easier rehandling.

 Crown wheel is inspected

9
Loose bolts are always a good 
reason for further inspection and 
the crown wheel had moved on the 

diff carrier. The two surfaces needed 
dressing before re� tting the crown wheel 
and tightening to the speci� ed torque. 
Thread locking compound was also used on 
the clean threads for additional security.

 Lifting slings are attached  

3
Starting with the nearside housing, 
suitably-rated lifting slings were 
attached to the casting and the 

lifting equipment was positioned 
accordingly. A 2t capacity engine lifting 
crane was used as it was easier than 
a telehandler. Having taken the weight, the 
housing bolts were loosened and withdrawn.  

 Disconnect brake linkages

2
The mechanically-actuated inboard 
brakes need their linkages 
disconnecting from both sides of 

the tractor; any mechanism likely to impede 
the removal process was moved out of 
harm�s way. The handbrake cable and its 
supporting bracket on the right-hand housing 
were among the parts that were removed.

 Trumpets get a strip down 

1
With the Ford 8100�s skid unit safely 
supported, work continued to 
remove the assister ram brackets 

and pick-up hitch lift rod supports from both 
of the trumpet housings. The drain plugs 
were removed from the transmission and 
differential housings so that the tractor�s 
rear end could be emptied of oil. 
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 Excess wear in lug casting  

13
Offering up new pins to the trumpet 
housing�s lower link arm bracket 
holes reveals the true extent of 

wear and tear on the 8100�s rear end. Now 
that they had been suf� ciently stripped 
down, both of the axle trumpet housings 
could be loaded onto a pallet and taken to 
R. P. Seidel Engineering for machining.

 Steel bushes are machined 

16
With the hole boring of the cast 
brackets completed, attention could 
then turn to machining the steel 

bushings that would be inserted into the 
machined casting. The top-hat design meant 
that once the link arm had been � tted, these 
new bushes would be retained in place by 
the location of the lift arms.

 Worn holes are bored out   

14
Engineer Roger Seidel used a 74-
year old Kearns horizontal boring 
machine with a snout boring tool 

to re-cut each of the lower link arm holes 
accurately. The offset boring capability 
allowed Roger to remove only the minimal 
amount of material needed to recreate 
a true circle in the correct location.

 Disassembly of the brakes 

11
The expanding actuator was lifted 
out, then the remaining plates and 
finally the intermediate drive shaft 

was withdrawn from the planetary gear set. 
The hardened Y-shaped spacer fitted between 
the bolt heads as a locking component was 
lifted out, with care being taken not to mix 
components between trumpets. 

 Brake housing is removed  

10
Each of the trumpet housings was 
stood on end to allow the brake 
assemblies to be dismantled. The 

retaining nuts and bolts were removed and 
the cover was lifted off. The friction discs and 
plates were extracted one-by-one and then 
stacked in the order they were removed to 
keep the working faces together.

 Bushes will be a secure fi t  

17
The steel bushings had been 
machined to be four thousands of 
an inch (0.004in) over-size on their 

external dimensions, requiring them to be 
pulled into place. This would make them a 
secure � t in each of the bracket lugs, and 
avoid the necessity for additional � xings or 
the use of a locking compound.  

 Recess is cut for the bush

15
With the holes suitably bored, 
Roger then used the snout boring 
tool to back-cut a stepped recess 

into the inside face of each of the lower link 
arm mounting pin holes. This recess would 
allow a top-hat bushing to be pressed into 
place to create the correct hole size to 
accept a new lower link arm pin.

 Skid is prepared for paint    

18
While the trumpet housings were 
away for repairs, an improvement 
in the weather provided an 

opportunity to repaint the skid unit over 
a long weekend. With the centre housing 
protected from over-spray by a pair of plastic 
lids from 20-litre containers, the skid was 
given an intensive degrease and deep clean.

 Time to check brake parts   

12
The workshop manual was referred 
to in order to check the brake 
lining thicknesses, and all the parts 

were inspected for warping, scoring and 
cracking. This tractor had a long working 
life, and all its components had become hot 
at some point. The decision was taken to 
re-use all the friction discs and plates.
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 Etch coat and primer used   

19
After drying and keying with 
Scotch-Brite pads, and with the 
front wheels removed, the skid unit 

was given a clear coat of acid-etch primer to 
assist with paint bonding onto bare metal 
surfaces. Once touch-dry, the whole 
powertrain was then subjected to a 
distinctive coat of yellow high build primer.

 Replacement rim and tyre  

21
A replacement front wheel rim 
was sourced to match the other 
original item, before sand 

blasting, priming and painting with two 
top coats. New Alliance 11.00x16 triple-rib 
tyres were fitted. The wheels were secured 
using the original nuts, which had been 
treated to a yellow zinc passivated finish.

 Application of the top coat  

20
Making the most of the continuing 
warm and still weather, Ford 
Heritage Blue top coat was carefully 

applied with the help of an assistant to avoid 
missing shadowed or out-of-sight areas. The 
end result created a radiant blue finish onto 
which other parts could be progressively 
refitted after painting.

 Trumpet housings painted 

22
When the axle castings returned 
from machining at Chipping 
Norton, they could be cleaned and 

prepared for repainting. The same process 
was followed as with the rest of the skid 
unit, using an acid etch base coat followed 
by yellow high-build primer, and then 
fi nishing off with Ford Heritage Blue.

 Trumpet housings refi tted 

25
Using the engine lifting crane and 
suitable straps, the axle assemblies 
were offered up to the tractor. 

Work started on the right-hand side as this 
allowed the differential to be fi tted on the 
intermediate driveshaft and supported by 
its bearing cup, while the assembly was 
pushed into the centre housing.

 Engine panels get stripped 

23
With the Ford Heritage Blue paint 
fl owing freely, the tractor’s panels 
were painstakingly stripped of 

their 40-year old decals with the help of 
a heat gun, before being carefully rubbed 
down. The thorough and continuing process 
would enable the tractor to be steadily 
re-assembled over the winter months.

 Work in vicinity of engine  

26
The next stage of reassembly was 
to attach the engine inlet and 
exhaust manifolds to the skid unit 

using new gaskets. The tractor’s radiator, 
repainted upper framework and brackets, 
which support the Ford 8100’s two top fuel 
tanks and also carry the bonnet and side 
panels, were fi tted at this stage too.

 Parts go back in housings 

24
With the tractor’s trumpet housings 
painted and ready to be put back 
together, the intermediate drive 

shaft was carefully slotted into the 
planetary gear set before layering-up the 
assembly with alternate brake friction discs 
and plates. New brake seals were used 
along with new axle housing O-rings.

 Rear end is back together   

27
Now that the rear axle trumpet 
housings were fully tightened, the 
transmission, hydraulic system and 

rear end were sealed up again. There was 
still a long way to go before the Ford 8100 
would be out of the workshop, but it was 
starting to look like a tractor again, rather 
than a pile of faded blue parts.
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Order now by phone or online - Offer code

 ftcdirect.com - Use offer code at checkout to receive the discounted price

CLAMON The discounted prices are shown next to the red arrows below
FTC01K - up to 1.0 Litre      £27.75     
FTC02K - up to 2.0 Litre      £29.75     
FTC03K - up to 3.0 Litre      £31.75       

FTC04K - up to 4.0 Litre      £33.75       
FTC05K - up to 5.0 Litre      £35.75       
FTC06K - up to 6.0 Litre      £37.75     PLUS FREE 
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SAVE
£10

For the last 80 years, 
carbon deposits & dirty 
engines have made 
billions for the motor 
manufacturers and  
kept the fuel additive 
companies in business.

Motoring�s biggest lie

In 1940s America, it was discovered 
the tin-alloy pellets, used in 
Hurricane �ghters on the Russian 
front, stopped carbon deposits 
forming in engines. For the motor 
manufacturers this wasn�t good 
news. No carbon deposits meant 
greatly reduced engine wear, 
putting a massive dent in the pro�ts 
from component failure, repairs, 
replacement parts & ultimately 
new car sales. For the fuel additive 
companies, with dispenser-cans on 
every petrol pump, the little pellets 
spelt complete disaster, because 
permanently clean engines wouldn�t 
need them.
�If they were that good the 
manufacturers would �t them� 
was one of the original slogans used 
to smear the pellets. It�s still used. 
For 80-years, motorists have been 
intentionally misled about what 
fuel catalysts actually do. So today, 
millions of cars, vans & lorries 
produce increasing amounts of 
harmful CO, NOx & CO2 emissions, 
because carbon deposits will 
gradually ruin ef�ciency & clog-up 
exhaust systems.
Engine deposits are the cause of 
the excess traf�c pollution which 
destroys air quality in towns & 
cities worldwide. Yet, when fuel 
catalysts are used, engines remain 
permanently clean & ef�cient. This 
means emissions, fuel economy and 
performance remain virtually the 
same as a brand-new engine.
It�s a simple fact that clean engines 
work best. They�re more economical, 

responsive and have lower emissions. 
Clean engines last longer too.  
Keeping engines permanently clean 
keeps them working ef�ciently just 
as removing carbon deposits from 
dirty engines, fuel injectors, valves 
& vital sensors helps restore lost 
performance. With clean engines, 
DPFs and EGR valves don�t play up, 
AdBlue usage is very low and the 
MOT emissions test isn�t a problem.
The 20,000,000 plastic bottles of 
additives sold every year in the UK 
are still the biggest reason motorists 
are intentionally misled about what 
fuel catalysts do. The repeat sales 
of injector & carb cleaner for cars, 
lorries & motorbikes are worth 
millions to the additive companies. 
With fuel catalysts, engine deposits 
and excess traf�c pollution would 
permanently disappear, but so 
would the huge pro�ts from 
millions of bottles of chemicals.
Motoring�s biggest lie is still  
helping protect the pro�ts 
made from carbon deposits. 
For 80-years, the truth that 
engines can be kept permanently 
clean, has been repeatedly and 
intentionally suppressed. Motorists 
wallets, public health and our 
environment are all paying the 
price of this sophisticated, long-
term racketeering. It was precisely 
because fuel catalysts really were 
that good - that the manufacturers 
didn�t �t them. 
FTC is a permanent one-time 
treatment. You only need to add 
the pellets once. FTC doesn�t 
breakdown, dissolve or wear  
away and won�t move around  
once at the bottom of the tank.  
A 1.2 litre engine will use the 
FTC02K. A 2.0 litre engine can  
use an FTC02K or go up to 
the FTC03K. Comes with full 
instructions. Order now for FAST 
FREE delivery in 2-3 working days.

�FTC reduced the emissions by over 65% 
from 0.18 to 0.06.�  
Elliott Mills, Manchester

�It�s really quiet, very smooth and much, 
much quicker than it was before.�  
Christine W, Hertfordshire

�I�m left with no doubt whatsoever 
that FTC really does what it says.�  
Aaron Carr, Kent

�FTC has given absolutely brilliant 
results off-road and on-road too.�  
Trevor Reece, Shropshire

�FTC has drastically cut my car�s 
emissions from 1.88 to 0.70.�  
Alan Kidd, Essex

�No more black smoke, way better 
acceleration & restored fuel economy.� 
Tim Jones, Yorkshire

�It�s now quicker and more fun to 
drive, just like having a new car again.� 
Heather, Dorset

�Economy has improved from 42/3 to 
an impressive 50mpg on short trips.�  
Steve Foss, Guernsey

�It�s astonishing that something so simple 
and small can have such an effect.�  
John Meggison, Co. Durham

�FTC puts the sparkle back into 
performance & cuts exhaust emissions.� 
Dave Jones, Cheshire 

FTC improves throttle response and  
gets rid of excess smoke.�  
David Holbrook

�The emissions have now dropped 
from 2.46 to 0.10 I/m after adding FTC.�  
David Harris, Dorset 

One-time  
treatment
Easy &  
simple to �t
Petrol &  
diesel old  
& new

�� ��

Works in

Petrol & Diesel 

engines both  

old & new 

The 80-year old secret the 
motor industry would really 
rather you didn�t know
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Richard Pocock, Manor Farm, Berwick St John,
Shaftsbury, Dorset SP7 0EX

Tel: 01747 828272 � E-Mail: rjbpocock@btinternet.com

SPARES PARTS

CASE INTERNATIONAL
NUFFIELD JOHN DEERE
FORDSON DAVID BROWN 

MASSEY FERGUSON

POCOCK TRACTOR 
SUPPLIES LTD

Thousands of used 
and new parts available 

for British & American built tractors.
Many rare and hard to find items.

Visit our website: 
www.pocock-tractorsupplies.co.uk
Please see our website for used tractors for sale.

GIBBARD TRACTORS
Specialists in rare original

literature for collectors
We buy and sell:

Sales brochures, manuals
and parts books for a wide
range of British, American

and European tractors
Also combine, implement 
and earthmoving literature

Prospect House, 196 Moulton Chapel Road,
Moulton Chapel, Spalding PE12 0XB

Telephone: 01406 380740
www.gibbardtractors.co.uk

NATIONWIDE AND
OVERSEAS DELIVERY
Serving the Nation
with over 40 years of
David Brown experience

DAVID BROWN
CASE SPARES

BARCLEY WILLIAMS LTD
For further enquiries or advice please contact
Stuart Edwards or Barcley Williams
Tel: 01386 833694    Fax: 01386 830469
Web: www.barcleywilliams.co.uk

With over 
10,000 sq ft 
dedicated to all
David Browns.

We also specialise in Hydrashift
gearbox repairs. All units are run 
and tested in our Hydrashift test bed.

We specialise in David Brown / Case
tractors and carry a comprehensive
range of spares and assemblies �
new, used or reconditioned.
Service exchange units available
including:
� Hydrashift gearboxes
� Hydraulic control valves
� Engine oil pumps
� Steering rams
� Short engines etc

All major credit 
and debit cards

welcomed.

WELHAM DIESEL INJECTION CO LTD
FUEL INJECTION SPECIALIST EST 1964

Tel: 0116 276 6831 or 07817 914350
Email: chris@welhamgroup.co.uk
Hawarden Avenue, Coleman Rd, Leics LE5 4NL

www.welhamgroup.co.uk

LARGE SELECTION OF 
EXCHANGE INJECTOR PUMPS 

& INJECTORS
Full engine machine shop service available � contact us for details

All major credit and debit cards accepted
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THE BATTERY CHARGING SYSTEM   
comprises of a generator (dynamo or alternator) 
to produce an electric current, a regulator 

to control the current that’s being generated, a battery 
to store electricity and wiring to distribute it to the 
various components.

Tractors manufactured up until the early 1970s 
were fitted with a dynamo for producing the 
electricity needed for charging the battery. As the 
1970s progressed, the dynamo was replaced by an 
alternator, which, although more complex, is more 
efficient. That said, correctly maintained dynamos are 
more than good enough for the tractors to which they 
are fitted.

Many people turn to a specialist for anything 
electrical, but maintaining and repairing the electrical 
system on a classic is generally a straightforward job, 
providing you know what to do. The real challenges can 
often be accessing the actual electrical components, 
often compounded by an economical use of wiring, 
which can make it difficult to remove and replace 
original parts. Many people will have rectified a battery 
charging fault by replacing the dynamo, regulator and 
sometimes the battery too, with a corresponding bill 
to match, although the fault was probably down to 
only one of these parts or simply a poor connection. 
In this article, a starting fault is traced by carrying 
out a series of tests following the procedure that was 

recommended by Lucas, the original manufacturer of 
the components. The company used to provide test 
cards, showing how to check the charging system, 
but these cards are now a rarity and collectors’ item. 
Fortunately, the internet and digital meters make the 
job easier. 

Note: All information in this article is based on 
a tractor with a negative earth. When using measuring 
instruments on a tractor with a positive earth, it is 
necessary to swap leads round, otherwise digital 
gauges will record a minus figure, e.g. 12v will appear 
as -12v and 10 amps will register as -10 amps.

Finally, our thanks go to agricultural engineer Phill 
Allett who helped out with the test equipment. 

PRACTICAL

When a tractor fails to start, the battery often gets the blame, even though the 
fault may lie elsewhere. In the second part of his series delving into classic-
era tractor electrical systems, Lance Butters concentrates on the charging 
system and the tests that can be carried out to find the root cause of faults.

PARTTWO

No charging
taking place 

Tractor Electrics

Next month
IN PART THREE of our series on classic-
era tractor electrics we shall investigate 
the operation and overhaul of a dynamo 
and how to change a positive earth 
tractor to a negative earth. 
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TWO VITAL PIECES of test equipment are needed – a voltmeter and an ammeter. 
A single multimeter will suffice, but it is important to make sure its ammeter scale 
is sufficient for the system that’s being tested. Many multimeter amp scales are 
in milliamps, and for testing tractor systems a scale going to 10amps or higher is 
required. Clock-style gauges are available and can be used to give approximate 
readings, but accurate analogue gauges are very expensive.

A voltmeter measures the ‘pressure’ of electricity or current in a circuit. It is 
connected in parallel, with the positive lead attaching to the supply and the 
negative to earth (chassis). The appropriate scale must be selected to avoid 
damaging the meter. Connecting the voltmeter to the battery terminals, positive 
to positive and negative to negative, measures the battery voltage. If the positive 
voltmeter terminal is connected to the supply lead of a component and the negative 
to the chassis, the reading should be the same as the battery voltage. 

On its own, voltage doesn’t mean much as it will always be somewhere between 
12v and 14v. A measure of how much electricity is being used or produced is 
needed, and an ammeter will provide this information. For example, the starter 
motor may consume around 170 amps; the headlights consume about 8 amps; 
the dynamo produces and puts current back into the system at 5-15 amps. 
So headlamps consuming 8 amps will discharge an 80 ampere hour (Ah) of battery 
in 10 hours, yet the voltage will still be registering at 12v. 

A useful addition to the tool box is a clip-on ammeter. When an electric current 
flows through a wire it creates a magnetic field along its path. The clip-on ammeter 
measures the strength of the magnetic field and relates it to the current flowing 
through the wire. A number of tractor dashboard ammeters use this principle, 
so have no connections to the wiring between the voltage regulator and the starter 
solenoid terminal. 

Equipment needed Dynamo and regulator check list
Check Comments

 CHECK 1
1. Disconnect both wires from the dynamo.
2. Connect voltmeter’s positive lead to the dynamo’s 
D-terminal.
3. Connect the voltmeter’s negative lead to the 
chassis (earth).

Reading should be approx 1.5-3v. If it is 0 
volts there is an armature/brush problem.
If the volts rise with the rising engine speed 
there may be an internal short between the 
D and F terminals.

 CHECK 2
1. Link dynamo D and F terminals with an ammeter.
2. Connect voltmeter to D-terminal.
3. Start engine and operate throttle until 12v is 
reached on the voltmeter.  Do not exceed 20v as it can 
damage dynamo windings.
4. Replace leads on the dynamo.

Amperage at 12v should be 2.0-2.5 amps.
Raising and lowering engine speed should 
increase and decrease both readings. If 0v, 
the F-terminal is shorting to earth. If only 2v, 
suspect a broken internal F wire.  

 CHECK 3
1. Disconnect the D and F leads from the regulator 
and attach the voltmeter to the D lead.  
2. Start the engine and set to a fast idle.

A reading of 1.5-3v shows the connection 
between the dynamo and regulator is good.   

 CHECK 4
1. Replace the regulator D and F leads on the 
regulator terminals.
2. Disconnect the A-terminal lead on the regulator 
and connect the voltmeter to A-terminal.
3. Start the engine and increase rpm.

A voltage reading of 16.0-16.5v indicates 
dynamo output is being regulated to a 
maximum voltage. A zero reading means the 
regulator is not functioning. A low reading 
may indicate a fault in the regulator, or that 
it needs cleaning and adjusting.    

 CHECK 5
1. Reconnect the A-terminal and put a clip-on 
ammeter on the lead.
2. Start the engine and run at a fast idle.
3. Note the ammeter reading.
4. When the ammeter reading has stabilised, turn on 
headlights and note ammeter response.

An initial reading of 15 amps or more, falling 
to around 5 amps after about 10 minutes, 
indicates the regulator is functioning correctly. 
A zero or low reading indicates a regulator 
malfunction, while amperage failing to drop 
indicates over-charging that will ultimately 
damage the battery and dynamo. Turning 
on the lights will create a current demand, 
and initially the amp reading will fall, then 
stabilise to show a positive input. If the 
ammeter doesn’t show a positive input, the 
charging rate isn’t coping with the demand 
and may need adjustment. If the battery is 
low on charge, expect the higher amperage 
reading to continue for longer.    

 CHECK 6
1. Connect the voltmeter directly to the battery 
terminals and note the voltage.
2. Start the engine, set to a fast idle and note voltage.
3. Turn on the headlights and note the voltage 
response.

Assuming the engine has been running, there 
should be a voltage reading around 13v. 
While cranking, the voltage will drop, but 
anything below 9.5v indicates a battery 
problem. Once started the voltage should rise 
to over 14v. Turning on the lights will lower 
the voltage, but if the voltage drops to below 
12.5v the battery is being drained faster than 
it is being charged. Ammeter readings provide 
a better picture.   

The multimeter, when 
set at 20 volts and 
connected in parallel, 
will measure the 
voltage in the circuit. 
The red/positive lead 
connects to the live 
or supply terminal on 
a component and the 
negative lead connects 
to the chassis/earth. 
Make sure the leads 
are connected to the 
correct sockets on the 
multimeter.

This multimeter is set 
to measure amperage. 
Care needs to taken 
to connect the probe 
leads into the correct 
sockets on the meter. 
The internal amperage 
circuit is usually fuse 
protected. A digital 
display enables an 
accurate reading to 
be taken (basic 
analogue ammeters 
are difficult to read 
accurately). 

This tractor has a dashboard ammeter. After 
engine start-up, the system should charge at 
a high rate and after a few minutes the needle 
should stabilise just to the positive side of 
the zero. The needle didn’t move. With the 
headlights on, the pointer moved to negative, 
indicating discharge, but no current input. 

SET MULTIMETER TO 20 VOLTS

USE TO MEASURE AMPERAGE

NO CURRENT INPUT ON METER



Initial checks to charging circuit

Focus on dynamo function 

The battery was charged-up and left 
overnight. The following morning, a voltage 
check gave a reading of 13.07 volts, indicating 
the battery was in excellent condition and 
not losing charge over night. This suggested 
that the starting problem was due to it not 
charging-up when the engine was running. 

Current was going out of the battery but not in when the engine was 
running. The Þ rst check was to ensure the dynamo drive belt wasnÕt 
slipping. On the longest stretch it should deß ect about ‰in (12-14mm) 
and it should be possible to twist the belt 90 degrees. The belt should 
not be bottoming on the pulleys. 

At the rear of the dynamo, the smaller F-terminal for the Þ eld winding 
provides an electrical supply to make an electromagnetic Þ eld. The 
rotating armature creates current that leaves the dynamo at the 
larger D-terminal. The faster the armature turns, the greater the 
voltage and amperage that is produced.

As the dynamo drive belt wasnÕt slipping, the output needed checking. 
The D-terminal was disconnected and a voltmeter was connected 
between D and the chassis (earth). With the engine at a fast idle, 
the reading should be 1.5-3 volts. A digital meter gives a much more 
accurate reading than an analogue gauge. 

With the voltmeter still connected to D and earth, and the F-terminal 
disconnected too, a multimeter set to amps was connected between 
the D and F terminals in series. The engine was started and the revs 
adjusted to give 12 volts. The ammeter should read 2.0-2.5 amps to 
show the dynamo is working correctly.

With the multimeter measuring the battery 
voltage, the tractor engine was started. As the 
engine was cranked, voltage dropped to 10.8v 
and then slowly stabilised at 12.69v after the 
engine started. It should have gone up to at 
least 14v as the dynamo kicked in, indicating 
a problem with the charging circuit.

This tractor has a dashboard ammeter. After 
starting, the system should charge at a high 
rate and after a few minutes the needle 
should stabilise just to the positive side of 
the zero. The needle didnÕt move. With the 
headlights on, the pointer moved to negative, 
indicating discharge, but no current input. 

THE DYNAMO AND VOLTAGE controller/regulator replace the current consumed 
and maintain equilibrium to make sure the battery amperage is retained at the rated 
capacity. Fitting additional components, such as extra high power lights, can take 

more amperage out of the battery than the generator can put back. The first checks 
to find the source of poor starting were to measure battery voltage and charging 
performance. 

 BATTERY IN GOOD CONDITION

 BATTERY IN GOOD CONDITION  TWO TERMINALS ON DYNAMO

 D-TERMINAL VOLTAGE IS GOOD  DYNAMO IS DOING ITS STUFF

 VOLTAGE LOW AFTER STARTING  NO CURRENT INPUT ON METER
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Testing the regulator

The regulator controls the current supply to the battery and on 
this tractor it was under the battery tray. It is usually hidden 
and can be diffi cult to access. It regulates the voltage output 

from the dynamo at around 14v, which is slightly higher than the 
battery voltage, otherwise it would not charge.

The regulator wiring was too short to allow it to be pulled clear 
while still connected. Additionally, the leads were connected 
by folded wire bullet connectors and were not making a good 

contact. To aid testing and photography, four extension leads were 
made to make a good contact with the regulator.

Folded wire bullet connectors were commonplace on many 
older tractors and motor vehicles. They worked well enough, 
although corrosion could be a problem with them. To carry out 

any test procedures requires the securing mechanism to be released, 
which can often be a fi ddly job in a confi ned space.

The regulator has four or fi ve terminals marked D, E, A and 
F, plus A1 when it has a fi fth terminal. Terminals D and F 
correlate with D and F on the dynamo. The A-terminal goes 

to the ammeter and then to the starter solenoid. E is earth. A1 is for 
additional services and an ignition light, if fi tted.

The D-lead was disconnected and the voltmeter connected 
to the lead and earth. With the tractor engine running at a 
fast idle, the voltage was in the correct range of 1.5-3.0 volts, 

so the supply to the regulator was fi ne. Repeating the test with the 
F-terminal showed zero volts leaving the regulator.

The A-lead was disconnected and the voltage coming from that 
terminal was tested. It is the regulated current going through 
the ammeter to the top terminal on the starter solenoid and is 

always live at battery voltage. With the engine at fast idle it should be 
16.0-16.5v, but it was only 0.01v. The regulator was faulty. 

With the dynamo working correctly, the next item to test was the voltage control/
regulator. These components can be difficult to access as they are often located 
behind the dashboard and have very short connections to the wiring loom. 

Fortunately, the voltage regulator on this particular tractor was located 
underneath the battery tray and not too difficult to access. The regulator was 
a Lucas RB108, which was a unit fitted to many early classic era tractors. Once 
released, it was pulled away from the tractor, but the short length of the wires 
prevented anything like the access required, so each of the wires was extended 
before commencing testing. 

 REGULATOR MAY BE HIDDEN

 CONNECTORS CAN CORRODE  MARKINGS ON THE TERMINALS

 D-LEAD VOLTAGE MEASURED  FINDING THE SOURCE OF FAULT

1 2

3 4

5 6

 WIRES EXTENDED FOR TESTING

D Supply from dynamo D-terminal
E Earth/chassis
A Regulated supply to battery via dashboard ammeter and starter motor 

upper terminals
A1 Regulated supply to ignition light and/or fuse box
F Regulated supply to dynamo F-terminal

Regulator terminal key
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Regulator replacement

For tractors without an ammeter, a clip-on ammeter on the 
A-terminal regulator lead will show the charging rate. It was 
showing approximately 8 amps, which correlated with the 

tractor�s dashboard ammeter and meant the battery was being charged 
at a rate of 8 amps/hour. A digital reading would be more accurate.

After con� rming that the replacement regulator had solved 
the problem, it was decided to retain the extended leads 
and the push-on connectors were tidied-up with heat shrink 

insulation. This would provide additional reinforcement to the 
connection between the crimp-on terminal and the wire strands.

 METER IS CLIPPED ONTO LEAD  INSULATING THE CONNECTORS

4 5

Having confirmed the Lucas RB108 
regulator wasn�t working, an 
aftermarket replacement was 

ordered. A unit with push-on connectors was 
chosen to give a more positive connection 
and because it would be easier to connect 
in the confined space. The specification was 
identical to one with bullet connectors. 

Using Lucar push-on connectors, 
four short leads were made-up to 
connect the regulator into the wiring 

loom. Wires from the loom were fitted into a 
standard connector block with the intention 
of replacing this connection with a single, 
four-way, professional multiple push-in 
connector at a later date.

With the new regulator � tted, the 
voltmeter was connected across the 
battery terminals and the tractor 

engine started, increasing the revs to a fast 
idle. As the engine speed increased, the 
voltage climbed to 14.9v and then dropped 
to 14.3v. The dashboard ammeter needle now 
showed a positive charge. 

 NEW REGULATOR IS ACQUIRED  PUSH-ON CONNECTORS USED

 NEW OLD

 VOLTAGE AT BATTERY IS GOOD

2 31

Test (engine fast idle) Original regulator New regulator

D-terminal supply 1.76v 1.76v

D-terminal connected 1.5v 14.96v

A-terminal output 0.0v 14.83v

A-terminal output 0.0 amp 8.0 amp

F-terminal output 0.0v 8.29v

Battery voltage 12.69v 14.8v

Lights on 11.1v 14.6v

Old v new regulator performance

Role of the regulator  
•  To measure the battery voltage (back pressure) and regulate voltage output 

to the battery, which needs to be greater than 12.6v and less than 15v.

•  To control the current output in relation to the battery state of charge. 
After initial start-up, a current of over 15 amps goes into the battery for a 
few minutes, to replace the start-up consumption, then it falls to around 5 
amps until fully charged.

•  To provide a current supply via the F-terminal 
to the dynamo F-terminal. This 
creates the magnetic field in 
the dynamo field windings that 
enables the rotating armature to 
produce a current.

•  To provide a regulated voltage 
and current from the A-terminal 
which connects to the top terminal 
on the starter motor solenoid. 
The live battery terminal is also 
connected to this solenoid terminal 
through which electricity flows into 
and out of the battery.
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Jacobsens-
Contact: Symon Jacobsen
Tel: 01561 361340  Mob: 07973 542142
Email: symon@jacobsens-gfm.co.uk
www.jacobsens-gfm.co.uk

Available for
� Case � Claas

� John Deere � Kubota � Landini
� Massey Ferguson � McCormick  

� New Holland � Steyr � Valtra � Zetor
€ 2.7 - 5.0 ton lift capacity
€ fixed, floating or folded positions of lift

€ loader compatible
€ PTO can be retrofitted at any time

Steinbauer Tuning modules give you power and torque where you need it most, without the error code
hassle that is all too common with many chip tuning products available.
Using Steinbauer Tuning modules on our own tractors we have seen savings on average 
4 litres/hour. For a Free trial of a product that works please contact us.€ 800 or 1000kg main block   € 400 or 600kg slide in base

€ Available in 6-8-10 foot widths

UK IMPORTER FOR INO FLAIL MOWERS

10% OFF!
Quote CT Special

GRANGE FARM MACHINERY

Tel: 01673 828883 Fax: 01673 828892
www.nytractorparts.co.uk  email info@nytractorparts.co.uk

Unit 2, The Forge, Moor Road, North Owersby, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire LN8 3PR

STOCKISTS
FOR:

SG2 cab
field office
£225 + VAT

Suppliers of new and used
parts for John Deere tractors

We supply to UK & overseas

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SHOP
New products added weekly

Always breaking JD tractors for used parts … most models

SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE PARTS

KUBOTA GENUINE PARTS

KEEP DOWNTIME TO A MINIMUM!

www.pallisers.co.uk 
Hereford: 01432 890300

DEUTZ COMBINE PARTS STOCKISTS
DEUTZ ENGINE PARTS

€ Quality agri seats for the 
OEM and aftermarket

€ Leading suppliers include 
Grammer, 
KAB, United Seats, 
Sears and Isri

€ Retrims, parts and 
spares

From top to bottom: 
The new Rancher seat, 
plus the CS85/H90 and 
W700 - all from United Seats, 
Grammer•s Maximo 
Professional and 
KAB•s SCIOX Super

e: sales@tekseating.co.uk | www.tekseating.co.uk

t: 01892 515028

Putting driver comfort 
and safety first

,

Branches: Tunbridge Wells, Kent and Rearsby, Leics
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Got a technical problem or query? CLASSIC TRACTOR and its panel 
of experts are here to help. Drop us a line by e-mail or letter and we’ll 
do our best to answer your technical questions through the magazine.

Ask the Experts

  

Write to:
   ASK THE EXPERTS, 

CLASSIC TRACTOR,
Sundial Magazines,
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent BR3 5JS.

 CONTACT US

 
e

 

E-Mail:
   asktheexperts@sundial 

magazines.co.uk

  DAVID BROWN 885      

Q
Please can you help me with a problem 
that has recently come to light on my 
David Brown 885? When driving forward 

in any gear there is an occasional clunk from 
somewhere in the transmission and the tractor 
immediately stalls. Putting the transmission 
into reverse temporarily cures the problem and 
away she goes until the next time. A friend of 
mine who works on my tractor has checked the 
final drives for gear tooth and bearing failure, 
but they are all good. Also, the hydraulics no 
longer work when the tractor is facing 
downhill. Any advice would be most welcome.

 Bert Griffiths, Romsey, Hampshire.      

A
This symptom is not unknown on this 
transmission. The differential gears are mounted 
on a single pin retained in the diff housing by 

a circlip at each end. In your case, one circlip has 
dislodged, allowing the pin to partially extend and foul 
on the PTO backplate, stalling the tractor. 

Reversing temporarily pushes the pin back into the home 
position. Whilst protruding from the housing the pin has 
also fouled and damaged the hydraulic pump suction 
pipe allowing it to suck air when facing downhill.

To rectify the problem, remove the PTO housing and 
backplate and replace the pin and circlips (this can 
be done with the diff in situ). Then remove the filter 
housing and suction pipe. Check for damage and repair 
or replace. 

 LOADER UPGRADE 

Q
I’ve recently upgraded my old Ford 
7610 loader tractor to a New 
Holland TM190. I went for a bigger 

tractor because I wanted something to 
transport the 13t excavator that I use in 
my groundworks business. I’m going to put 
a loader on my TM190, but my friends and 
neighbours have warned me this model 
will be too big and clumsy for a loader. 
What do you recommend? I’m planning to 
use it on my small farm and at work sites. 
I still have my old attachments from the 
old loader. These Quicke No.3 brackets, but 
my local dealer has advised me to change 
all my attachments to Euro 8 and find 
a loader with a Euro 8 headstock. Again, 
what do you recommend?

 Harry Walters, Wareham, Dorset.   

A
You are correct to be cautious because this 
is a big jump to move from a Ford 7610 to 
a New Holland TM190. Firstly, yes, a TM190 

with a loader will not be as manoeuvrable as your old 
7610, however, unless your yard is very tight for 
space, then it shouldn’t be too much of a problem. 

The reach of a bigger loader will also be an 
advantage, but the visibility of the loader 
headstock at ground level will be poor due to the 
tractor’s bonnet. Older No.3 attachments can be 
extremely difficult to hook up, whereas Euro 8 
attachments are much easier. 

Your dealer is correct to recommend that you change 
your brackets because the old No.3 bracket is not 
strong enough for a tractor of the size of a New 
Holland TM190. Most loader manufacturers will 
offer a headstock called a combi, which will pick up 
the old No.3 brackets as well as the more modern 
Euro 8 bracket. In theory, the combi headstock is a 
good solution as it will pick up your old attachments 
and any new ones you buy with Euro 8 brackets. 
However, the No.3 bracket was designed over 30 
years ago when the average size of loader tractor 
was much smaller and less powerful. This means �

that, when used in anger, a modern powerful loader 
can break and twist older No.3 brackets.

Another point to consider is that a Euro 8 bracket 
is the same width as the loader boom. This design 
means crowd rams pull on the headstock and then 
the Euro brackets in a straight line. A No.3 bracket 
is narrower, so the crowd rams don’t pull in line 
with the brackets on the attachment. This means 
that if the loader is used excessively then the 
headstock can twist over time. So, in summary, 
for overall reliability and usability, it would be far 
better for you to switch to Euro 8 brackets. 

 LEYLAND 702  

Q
I took the hydraulic top cover off my 
Leyland 702 due to an oil leak. 
Looking inside I can see what looks 

like a vertical valve without anything 
connected to it, nor any way for there to 
be any connection. I’m puzzled: what is this 
valve for and why isn’t it connected? The 
three-point linkage seems to work OK. 

 Kevin Rhodes, Hitchin, Hertfordshire.     

A
When Leyland introduced external spool 
valves the existing internal ‘auxiliary’ service 
and spool valve became redundant. All 

external hydraulic requirements were operated through 
a bank of single or double-acting spool valves. 

Rather than immediately redesigning the hydraulic 
valve chest, the existing one was used, leaving the 
auxiliary spool valve in place, but unconnected. 
Later on, towards the end of the Leyland tractor era, 
a modified valve without the auxiliary spool valve 
was fitted. There is therefore nothing for you to 
worry about; what you have found is normal.
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 McCORMICK CX105   

Q
Can you help me with a problem with 
my McCormick CX105? I had been 
using it for about an hour when it 

began to lose power. Suspecting fuel 
starvation, I started by removing the fuel 
cap to top up the fuel, as the gauge was 

showing low. The fuel tank 
is pressurised. There isn’t 
a vacuum, as per a faulty 
breather, but there is 
pressure in the tank. What 
is happening? I am still 
using the tractor, but only 
for short periods. With 

spring work looming, I need the 
problem sorted.

 Robert Ranby, Market Deeping, Lincs.         

A
On top of the fuel injection pump there is 
a connection from the turbo to govern the 
fuel delivery (seen between the pipes in 

image 1). Inside that unit is a diaphragm and this 
is where the problem undoubtedly lies. A hole will 
have developed in the diaphragm and this will be 
allowing the turbo pressure to feed back to the fuel 
tank. This is upsetting the fuel delivery causing the 
power loss you are experiencing. 
A special five-point hollow Torx type tool is needed 
to change the diaphragm (see image 2). The 
diaphragm is not a Case-IH or McCormick spare 
part and it has to be supplied and changed by a 
local fuel pump specialist. You do not have to take 
the pump off the engine – the diaphragm can be 
changed in situ. Take the tractor to the specialist.    

 CASE-IH 1594

Q
My Case-IH 1594 has suffered from 
a sudden loss of power and is not 
running well. I was ploughing with 

it when the engine suddenly started over-
revving for no apparent reason and would 
not respond to either the stop control or 
throttle. The only way I could stop the 
engine was by pulling off the fuel pipe at the 
tank. The fault was found to be in the fuel 
injection pump, which was overhauled, but 
now the engine sounds to be running on 

only four or five cylinders and lacks power. 
Could the over-revving have caused this and 
what may be wrong? The injectors were also 
serviced when the pump was repaired. 

 Harold Watkins, Herefordshire.   

A
If your tractor’s engine was running well 
before the problem you describe, then the 
lack of power may well be because of the 

fuel injection pump fault. Because the engine has 
over-revved excessively, it would be wise to check 
the valve push-rods which may have become 
unseated from the cam followers or the valve 
adjusters, or possibly become bent. If they have just 
become unseated, simply slacken the rocker shaft 
bolts and re-locate the pushrod in the cam follower. 

A useful tip to ensure the push-rod is located 
correctly in the cam follower is to pour a little engine 

oil down onto the cam follower, then locate the 
push-rod. If the push-rod is correctly seated in the 
cam follower, the oil will tend to hold it in place 
when gently pulled upwards. Tighten the rocker 
shaft bolts to 45lbf-ft and check all the valves for 
correct adjustment (.010in).   
Another area to check would be the compressions 
on each cylinder. Remove all the fuel injectors and 
test each cylinder in turn by turning the engine 
over with the stop control in the ‘STOP’ position. 
You will be looking for somewhere between 300-
350psi; if you get a reading below this, remove the 
test gauge and squirt a little oil into the cylinder. 
If the reading then increases either the bore is 
worn or in your case the piston rings may have 
broken when the engine over-revved. If this is the 
case the cylinder head will need to be removed to 
investigate further.

Q
Can you help me identify a lift 
problem I am having with my Fiat 
F100 Winner? I have had this tractor 

for over 18 years and it provides good 
service, however, it has recently started to 
get very sensitive, albeit still manageable, 
on the lift control knob when trying to set 
the height for ploughing or power 
harrowing. However, another issue arises 
when working after dark because as soon 
as I switch on the tractor’s work lights it 
won’t let the lift arms lower, which is 
very frustrating. It is fitted with a Magnetti 
Marelli electric lift control. Any help on this 
matter would be appreciated.     

 Thomas Stewart, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone.        

A
The problem you are describing sounds like 
an electrical issue. Fiat tractors, although 
very good machines, do suffer from bad 

wiring and connection issues.  Firstly, start by 
checking the battery terminal connections to the 
battery and to the starter motor. Remove the battery 
earth lead and clean-up the connection to the chassis 
with emery paper or a wire brush. Next, check that 
the alternator connections are tight and secure 
because if the alternator is not charging properly this 

could be causing the issue. Also, check the condition 
of the fan belt and pulley and ensure the fan belt isn’t 
slipping. If you have had an oil or coolant leak 
recently, then this could cause the belt to slip. 

Finally, check the output from the alternator; to do 
this properly you need an ampmeter, but a quick test 
with a voltmeter to check the voltage should indicate 
any serious issues. The alternator should be putting 
out between 12.5-14 volts. 

If the alternator and battery leads are all OK, then 
examine the cab wiring. Remove the electric lift 
control and check that all the connections are OK. 
Clean the terminals with electrical contact cleaner 
rather than WD-40. It is also worth checking the 
dashboard warning lights for any broken bulbs; 
it may be that your tractor has an issue, but the 
bulb is not illuminating. 

Also check all the external electrical plugs for the 
components on the rear linkage, making sure the 
connections are tight and moisture-free. A sensor on 
the top cover measures the linkage height; check this 
sensor for any damage and the connection plug to 
the main wring loom. Finally, if the problem persists, 
disconnect the fender switches one at a time to 
check if there is an issue with either of them. 

Losing control of electric lift 

FIAT F100 
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 JOHN DEERE 2140   

Q
My John Deere 2140 has developed a 
worrying rattle from the area around 
the front of the engine. All the services 

work normally. The rattle is in synch with the 
engine speed and it seems to be getting worse. 
Could you please advise me on where I need to 
start looking, in order to sort out this problem. 

 Pete Pawson, Kibworth, Leicestershire.  

A
This rattle could be either a noisy stroke control 
valve or a worn hydraulic pump drive coupling. 
To determine which it is, raise the linkage and 

listen for the said rattle. If the rattle ceases during the lift 
cycle the problem is a worn stroke control valve and 
seat. If the noise persists during the lift cycle the 
problem is a worn hydraulic pump drive coupling.
Replacing the stroke control valve seat is a task for a 
qualified engineer as correct seat installation procedure 

Q
I wonder if you and your experts 
could offer us any advice on a 
problem we’re having with our 2003 

Same Silver 130. Whenever we go to select 
a gear or change the direction of travel, the 
gearbox always grinds before it eventually 
engages. It doesn’t grind through the three 
synchro gears or when changing the High/
Medium/Low gear lever, but I have noticed 
that even with the clutch pedal fully 
depressed while in the Low range, the tractor 
will still creep forwards. Our tractor spends 
most of the winter on a bedding machine, 
but doesn’t do that many hours. It’s only 
done about 2000 hours since an engine 
replacement some time ago. Are there any 
adjustments we could try or is this possibly 
a worn clutch plate? Any help would be very 
much appreciated. 

 Ryan Craig, Northumberland.          

A
First of all it’s a process of elimination. Have you 
an input shaft which doesn’t want to disengage 
drive or are the synchro units faulty? To check if 

it’s a drag issue or a problem with the synchro units, with 
the engine running and keeping the clutch pedal fully 
depressed, select a gear and then take it back out of that 
gear. Does it graunch again when you re-select that 
particular gear and is it the same for all the speed gears 
and the shuttle? If they graunch then it’s a case of 
looking at what is creating the drag.

Has your tractor got the correct oil in the transmission or 
contaminated oil? The gears are all pressure lubricated 
and this can cause a little drag on cold start up, but 

nothing that the synchro units can’t deal with. The clutch 
is hydraulically operated so is self-adjusting for the 
clearance. There are external adjustments for the master 
cylinder, but these are normally only necessary when 
replacing the cylinder or if something has come loose. 

There are several areas you can check externally. Check 
the length of the push rod for the master cylinder, which 
should be 187mm from the mounting face on the master 
cylinder to the centre of the clevis pin. Also check to 
make sure that the clutch master cylinder piston is 
coming back to the circlip when the pedal is in the rest 
position, and that the clutch pedal is not restricted to 
obtain full pedal travel.

Has the problem only been evident since the engine was 
replaced? Maybe it’s a buckled drive disc or perhaps it 
has been assembled the wrong way round (large side of 
the hub away from the flywheel)? Has the disc cracked 
or got a broken paddle (a cerametallic paddle clutch disc 
was fitted to the Silver 130). 

Check the clutch cover, making sure that none of the 
three sets of straps are bent or broken, and that none 
of the diaphragm spring fingers are broken or the cover 
bent or twisted. Are the splines on the input shaft and/
or clutch disc worn or dry which can cause the clutch 
to drag. 

If all is found to be in good order with the clutch then you 
may have to look at the input shafts. The PTO shaft takes 
its drive from the hub in the centre of the flywheel and 
runs through the centre of the transmission shaft. If there 
is a bearing or bush failure supporting either of the shafts 
or a damaged shaft this could be creating the drag issue 
you are experiencing. 
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LAUNCH OF IMPROVED CAB 
David Brown was ahead of the game when it introduced 
its � rst Q-rated cab at the 1975 Royal Smith� eld Show, 
six months before new Q cab legislation came into force 
the following June. However, following criticism of the 
restricted access to the cab, the company launched an 
improved version at the 1977 Royal Smith� eld Show. 

David Brown dealers were made aware of the impending 
launch of the improved cab in sales bulletin SBH/77-805, 
issued in November 1977. Although this later cab would 
become widely known as the ‘VQ’, there was no mention 
of this designation in the company’s dealer sales bulletin 
or advertising literature of the time. 

New features of the improved David Brown Q cab included 
wider lockable doors, redesigned footsteps, a reduction in 

the rear overhang of the cab at roof level, a rear window 
panel with sliding glass panes in its upper and lower 
sections, an opening right-hand side window, a ceiling 
console with a heater/ventilator with 2-speed fan and 
a sun visor and screen washers. There were a number of 
improvements to the controls, resulting in easier operation. 
The linkage levelling lever was relocated inside the cab and 
the rear ploughing lamp was positioned 
higher up the cab, close to the roof 
panel, but still within reach through the 
rear window.  

Using service bulletins of the past, we 
pinpoint when product changes took place.   

 BULLETIN BOARD 

  WE REGRET THAT  we can’t respond to readers’ 
enquiries directly by letter, but we will attempt to 
answer as many questions as we can through the 
‘Ask the Experts’ section in the magazine. The advice 
of our experts is given in good faith. Photos 
(preferably good quality digital images of 500kb or 
more) are particularly helpful and can be e-mailed 
to: asktheexperts@sundialmagazines.co.uk

 ASK THE EXPERTS SAME SILVER 130

is critical and also pump standby pressure has to be 
reset which requires pressure testing equipment.
Replacing the pump drive coupling can be done ‘on 
farm’ providing the two coupler halves are set to 40 thou 
clearance to allow for axial crankshaft movement when 
the clutch pedal is depressed. 

we

NEW
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Running Report

I ’M SURE I’M NOT ALONE in thinking that 
tractors from the Massey Ferguson 6400 Series 
will soon be considered modern classics. Our 

2008 MF 6475 may still be a youngster at 13 years old, 
but during the time we’ve owned it, I believe it has 
already earned the right to be called a modern classic.    

When it joined us in 2018, our MF 6475, 
registration AJ58 UCA, had just over 3500 hours on 
the clock. The original intention was to fit the tractor 
with a front loader, but from the moment I saw it 
I knew that not only was it a real credit to its previous 
owner, but far too nice to be used as a back-up to the 
Caterpillar telehandler we ran at the time.

Our MF 6475 is fitted with a 145hp Perkins Tier 
3 six-cylinder engine and an easy-to-use Dyna-6 
gearbox. It is what is known as a ‘Transport’ spec 
model and has a 50kph transmission and a closed 
centre hydraulic system delivering 110 litres/min of 
oil flow.

Upon arrival, we changed all the oils and filters, 
just for peace of mind. My first outing with the MF 
6475 was a gentle day’s harrowing and heavy rolling 
grass, during which I was immediately impressed with 
the comfortable ride and its effortless drivability. Apart 
from replacing a worn front cab mount, which came 
to light when we heard a slight knocking noise on one 
corner, the 6475 has been very reliable. 

My only gripe is that during spells of cold weather 

the cab suspension tends to sink overnight. We’ve 
changed the plastic accumulator tanks and spent 
hours covering the airbags and pipes with fairy liquid 
to find the leak. I guess its just a case of the system’s 
plastic fittings contracting slightly in the cold. That 
aside, the cab and front axle suspension systems are 
very good and I believe that Massey Ferguson took 
a big step backwards when it replaced the 6400 
Series’ air system with the electro-hydraulic units 
found on our bigger MF 7600 Series tractors.

AJ58 UCA proved to be a very capable tractor for 
grain haulage during the 2018 harvest, but was found 
to be a little light for cultivation work on the hills. With 
the purchase of a new Amazone variable rate fertiliser 
spreader I decided to dedicate the tractor to spreading 

and spraying duties, using GPS auto switch on both 
machines. The MF 6475 is now fitted with its own 
ISOBUS connector and runs an Amazone 3 terminal. 
I fitted a 3.8t Goppel front linkage at the same time to 
carry the 1000-litre front tank that’s used when we are 
spraying with the MF 6475 and the weight block that 
keeps the front wheels firmly planted on the ground 
when we are spreading. 

Thanks to its 600 x 38 tyres, our Massey exerts 
a nice light tread in the winter, so there’s no need to 
fit Terra-Tyres. Its wheels also fit well down the large 
double-row tramlines left by our Horsch Sprinter drill, 
so there’s no reason to use row-crops in the summer. 
That’s good, because tall row-crops often make 
tractors feel quite unstable on our steep slopes.

This tractor has been called into action on several 
of our other implements. Back in 2019, it stepped in 
and planted the wild bird seed mixes with our 6.6m 
Tive trailed drill. It was lovely to drive, but too light 
on the steeper fields. However, it did impress me on 
the compost spreader, happily keeping up with our 
higher-hp tractors.

In summary, our 2008 MF 6475 has proven to 
be a great buy. Its comfortable ride, strong and 
uncomplicated engine and transmission, and fantastic 
manoeuvrability are greatly appreciated and admired. 
This tractor is a modern classic in the making, if not 
one already. 

GOING GREAT
�� ��FACTSHEET

 TRA CTOR: 2008 MF 6475
 HOURS:  4760

 ENGINE:  145hp P erkins 6.0-litre 6-cyl turbo

 OWNER:  B. D. Harr is Far m Tr ust
 LOCATION:  West Sussex  
 PURCHASED:  2018

It is only 13 years old, but this versatile 4760-hour MF 6475 has already 
become a modern classic in the eyes of the farm manager who brought 
it to West Sussex in 2018. Words and pictures by David Ellin. 

Thanks to its 600 x 
38 tyres, our Massey 

exerts a nice light tread 
in the winter, so there’s 
no need to � t 
Terra-Tyres.

Right: Drivability and ride quality are described as ‘impressive’, the latter 
being due to front axle and cab suspension.  

Below right: The 600mm-wide rear boots on this MF 6475 �  oat gently 
across the ground and also � t down double-row tramlines. 

Massey Ferguson 6475 



HIREPARTSREPAIRS
Over 30 years experience

CLAAS COMBINE SPECIALISTS

Lexion & Dominator 
combine hire
Fabrication & repairs
Breaking 100s of machines

We supply the following new parts 

CONCAVES RASP BARSBELTS
KNIVESCHAINS FINGERS

FILTER KITS
and many other wearing parts 01926 614345

JMT Engineering (Ladbroke) Ltd
email:jmtengineering@btconnect.com  € www.jmtcombinehire.co.uk

Proprietor Lloyd Loaders (MH) Ltd
Rebuilt & Second Hand

Muir-Hill Tractors & Loading Shovels
WE CARRY A COMPREHENSIVE STOCK OF

GENUINE MUIR-HILL SPARE PARTS

Telephone: 01422 201164  Fax: 01422 205872
E-mail: muirhill.lloyds@gmail.com

Muir-Hill merchandise range available at

www.muir-hill.com

The Foundry, Kington, Herefordshire HR5 3DE
Tel: 01544 230 167  Email: les@gwgood1.go-plus.net 

Fax: 01544 231 046  (M)07710 909 100

C W Good & Son

Wanted … all types of machines
for resale & breaking

BREAKING FOR PARTS
TELESCOPIC HANDLERS

LOADING SHOVELS
EXCAVATORS

EXCHANGE CLUTCH ASSEMBLIES

We always offer a quick and reliable service
Next day delivery service for any ex-stock items

ACS Limited

FACTORY REBUILT EXCHANGE
CLUTCHES AVAILABLE
FOR MOST MODELS

A full range of 
stock items available

Unit 2, Hoyle Head Mills, New Street, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire WF12 8JJ

Agricultural & Commercial Supplies Ltd

Tel: 01924 453140 www.tractorclutches.co.uk
Email: trevorhanson@tractorclutches.co.uk Fax: 01924 695632
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Tel: 07791 387355 or e-mail: weskag@aol.com

WANTED  OLD CARS, KIT CARS ETC, 
ANYTHING CONSIDERED, ANY CONDITION

TRACTOR, PLANT EQUIPMENT AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY SALES

Phone: John Knight 01509 503296 
Mobile: 07850 936030

Email: johncknight@btinternet.com

MF 5455 + 895 Loader                                            MF 7620                   MF 5455 + 945 Loader

www. jcknight .co.uk

MF 7620

MF 6480 Dyna 4

MF 5460

MF 5455 Dyna 
+ 945 loader

MF 5455 + 895 loader

MF 5445

PAYING TOO
MUCH FOR 

YOUR TRACTOR
INSURANCE?

Agricultural Insurance Specialists
Offering Competitive Premiums on 

Tractors, Quad Bikes and Ride-on Mowers

Call us today to discuss your needs: 
01726 871144 … Monday-Friday 8.30am-5pm

Calls from mobile phones may incur charges 
We can now offer online quotes and even quote & buy.

visit our website

www.tractorinsurance.co.uk
to get your quote today!

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Registration Number 450475.
Rowett Insurance Broking Limited. Registered Office Address: 22 East Hill, St Austell, 

Cornwall, PL25 4TR. Registered in Cardiff No. 4998729

www.Facebook.com/tractorinsurance/ Twitter.com @tractorins

With highly knowledgeable staff able to 
tailor a quotation to your specific needs

We also offer competitive premiums for 
your farm, small holding or house insurance

Located near Penrith Cumbria, 
Telephone Robert on: 07788 785871 or 01931 714676

All prices are plus VAT

Visit our Facebook page or www.rmjacksonmachinery.co.uk

ALSO AVAILABLE: Massey Ferguson 40 3f conventional plough, Claas 50kg water weights, 
Farm Force 1.5m front press, Slurrykat trailed pipe realer, Grays Multi Harrow.

Moulton 8 foot hydraulic push off buck rake, very 
good condition ............................................£1,400

             

2013 Teagle Tomahawk 8100 trailed straw 
chopper, swivel spout, electric control .£5,900
 

2015 Kverneland FXZ Flail topper, 
4.8 metre cut, end tow kit  ............ £4,950

2003 McConnel SR15 batwing topper, 2 blades 
per rotor, wide angle pto .....................£3,900

2002 Marshall QM11 silage trailer, 8 stud axles 
with super single wheels, comes with grain door 
and front top mesh panel ...........................£4,600

LSM M9 offset pasture topper, 9• cut, hydraulic 
fold around, 3 x 2 blade rotors................£1,400

Redrock alligator 5 foot shear bucket on JCB 
narrow brackets .....................................£450

2008 Richard Western SF11 silage trailer, comes 
with unused grain door, one farmer owner only 
done 2-3 days work per year ..................£7,700

1992 Ford 6640 SL 2wd, 6,090 hours, recent 
new back tyres, PUH, 2 spools ..........£9,250

RM Jackson 
Supplier of Agricultural Machinery



AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS AND MACHINERY SALES
Tel: 01746 712217 / 07868 440423

briggsthomasengineering.co.uk

2A Ditton Priors Trading Estate, 
Ditton Priors, Bridgnorth, 

Shropshire WV166SS

Email: adambriggsthomas@
gmail.com

Fleming 7ft hydraulic tip link box ......£750 + VATJohn Deere GT235, 48 inch cut mower with collector 
and mulch kit ,only 450hrs serviced .....£2,000 + VAT

Four post ramp in working condition ..... £500 + VAT Brian James Cargo, all plant, 3,500 kg  ...£1,750 + VAT

Used wheels and tyres on Sam Moreton rims, 
28.1r26, ideal for drill tractor or combine ..£750 + VAT 

Brian James Cargo Tipper, 2 3.1m x1.7m, 
2.7t ................................................£3,690 + VAT

ALL PRICES + VAT

Kverneland E160 - 8 4 furrow 
reversible plough, no 8 bodes, sprung 

legs, rubber depth wheel. £7,500

Teagle 8 tonne silage/grain trailer, 
good tyres, brakes & lights, rocking 

beam axles. £3,250

PF plant trailer 2017, 22ft, sprung draw 
bar & axles, hydraulic ramps & 

brakes, LED lights. £6,950

John Deere 459 conventional baler 
2002, wide pick-up, wide angled 

PTO, baled about 50,000 bales . £POA 

Kubota RTV 900, power steering, 
2008, 2,300hrs, 4WD, glazed Curtis 

cab, road registered. £6,750 

J C Harfoot Machinery
General Agricultural Machinery Dealer
Trefinnick Farm, Trefinnick Road, Bray Shop, 

Callington PL17 8QD
01579 370246 / 07702 661790  jchmachinery@rocketmail.com

www.harfootmachinery.co.uk

Marshall BC25 bale trailer, 2017, 
front and back lades, head board, 

rocking beam axles. £5,750

 Gwynedd Farm Machinery Ltd
Dinas, Llanwnda, Caernarfon LL54 5UG

Tel: 01286 830009
John: 07836 645802 Rhys: 07824 506169

www.gwyneddfarmmachinery.co.uk

LARGE SELECTION OF NEW & USED PARTS 
FOR NEW HOLLAND, FORD, 

MASSEY FERGUSON, DAVID BROWN, 
CASE, LEYLAND/MARSHALL AVAILABLE.

Massey Ferguson 
5460
4,079 hours, 
Power Shuttle, 
good condition.

Hyundai 35z-7
2008, only 371 hours, 
3 buckets, 
very good condition.

Massey 
Ferguson 390
F Reg, 12 speed, 
5,508 hours, 
good condition.

Marshal 10 Ton 
Silage Trailer
Tandem axle, hydraulic 
door. 

Case 885XL
2WD, E reg, 
4,431 hours, 
good tyres.

Ford 3930
1,662 hours, G reg, 
” oor change, good 
condition. 

STEVE WHITE

Tel: 01572 755900  Mobile: 07860 298778

Pro Tec Post Bumper, Case 4210 4x4 c/w loader
Large selection of other tractors and machinery in stock

MF 550, Multipower 04 Kubota M8200 New Holland TL115

MF 135 New Holland 
TC27D Supersteer

MF 240

MF 4255, 
c/w loader, 5,600 hrs

Case 4210, approx 
3,500 hrs, 1 owner

Toro pro core SR75 
verti drain

The Pringle, 36 High Street, Braunston, Oakham, Rutland
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Forecourt Find

THE BEST SECOND-HAND buys are those 
that are from homes where the owner has had 
a policy of keeping on top of servicing and all 

repairs, to ensure they are in tip-top shape at all times. 
That’s certainly been the policy at Kent-based specialist 
salad leaf grower L. J. Betts Ltd since the firm’s engineering 
manager Dave Price joined the business in 2005.     

Dave looks after a fleet of almost 40 classic and 
modern tractors for a business that grows hundreds of 
acres of lettuces for the catering and retail markets. He is 
one of 31 permanent members of staff who are joined at 
peak times of the year by over 100 seasonal workers. 
That gives you some idea of the sheer scale of L. J. Betts’ 
impressive operation. 

Prior to the millennium, the fleet was all blue, but 
over the past 15-20 years it has changed colour and is 
now dominated by green and yellow John Deeres. 
That’s perhaps not surprising as prior to joining L. J. 
Betts, Dave spent seven years working as a service 
technician for a John Deere dealership. The oldest and 
smallest of L. J. Betts’ Deeres is a late-model four-
wheel drive 2650 on a 1994 L-plate. It has been with 

the business for the past 15 years, but now the time 
has come for it to find a new owner.  

For a machine that is more than 25 years old and 
has worked solidly throughout its life, this modern 
classic Deere is in remarkable condition. There are 
many tractors that are half the 2650’s age and have 
done half as many hours – it has got 7000 on clock – 
that are nowhere near as nice. That’s down to 
engineering manager Dave Price’s policy of keeping all 
of L. J. Betts’ machinery up to scratch and fully 
serviced. This includes ensuring that even the smallest 
of issues are not ignored. 

Reliability of machinery is a key factor in the smooth 
running of the L. J. Betts business, with orders to be 
fulfilled every day through the long salad harvesting 
season. The tractors need to work from spring to 
autumn with the minimum of down-time, so every one 
of them gets a very thorough winter service each year.

“I drive each one myself and make a note of 
everything that needs to be done,” explains  Dave. “We 
find that if you don’t keep up with the little jobs that 
need doing to the tractors, once more than a few things 

go wrong the operators don’t take care of them. If they 
are kept up to scratch, the operators look after them and 
they are reliable.”

L. J. Betts’ 1994 John Deere 2650 has a Luton area 
registration of L981 LVS and a dealer plate on its bonnet 
indicates it was originally supplied by Hertfordshire-
based dealership, J. E. Buckle, which has since been 
acquired by Deere dealer P. Tuckwell Ltd. The 2650 was 
11 years old and had a very low 1400 hours on the clock 
when it was purchased second-hand by L. J. Betts in 
2005. It is believed to have previously been used to pull 
a trailer at a wildlife park.

This late-model L-plate 2650 was purchased by the 
business as a general runaround tractor. At 78hp, it is 
smaller than many of the tractors in the fleet, which 
consists mostly of 110-120hp models, plus three 
higher-hp machines that are used for the heavier work.

L981 LVS has spent most of its 15 years on the farm 
carrying out irrigation work. This has involved pulling 
irrigation reels and booms over the salad crops. 
In addition, it has also been hitched to a road sweeper 
from time to time.

FULL RECORD
�� ��FACTSHEET

  TRACTOR : 1994 John Deere 2650   
   ENGINE: John Deere 4-cylinder, 3.9-litre turbo

   POWER: 78hp

  HOURS: 7000

  LIST PRICE (1994):  £26,156
  PRICE NOW: £12,000

This late-model 1994 John Deere 2650 is not only in great shape for its 
age, it also comes with probably the most comprehensive service record 
we’ve ever seen. Words by Sandy Cox; pictures by Dave Price. 

John Deere 2650

The 78hp four-cylinder turbo engine in this 
1994 John Deere 2650 has never been touched 
during its 7000 hours.



Above inset: Rear end fittings include a pick-up 
hitch, a standard lift with telescopic arm ends 
and a two double-acting SCVs.

Above: Gear levers are conveniently located 
in a right-hand console, with the pick-up hitch 
and SCV levers behind them.

Below: Dave Price, engineering manager 
for L. J. Betts, with the John Deere 2650 he’s 
meticulously maintained since 2005.

Above: Considering this John Deere’s past 
irrigation role, the interior of its CC2 cab 
is remarkably intact and very clean.
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Service history 
This tractor’s extensive service records date 
back to September 2005. The first jobs to be 
carried out in L. J. Betts’ workshop involved 
installing some home-built door check chains 
and fixing the foot throttle, as well as 
rectifying an oil leak and adjusting the spool 
valve block. During its winter service the 
following January, at which point the 2650 

had a c lock 
reading of 1452 
hours, the stop 
c a b l e ,  f o o t 
th ro t t le  and 
various leaks 
r e c e i v e d 
attention, as did 
the spool valve 
bracket  and 
couplers.

The kind of 
attention to 
detail that goes 

into maintaining the 
farms’ tractors is demonstrated in the record of the 
following service in winter 2006/07, when the cab roof 
was removed to fix the wiring to the radio and a noisy 
fan. Few owners would have bothered with that on a 
runaround tractor used by seasonal workers.

During its first few years with L. J. Betts, L981 LVS 
clocked up 600-1000 hours annually, but in the past 
decade this has fallen to 300-400 hours/year. Apart 
from fixing oil and fuel leaks, fitting a new starter 
motor, replacing a window on a couple of occasions 
and replacing anything else that might have got 
damaged, such as beacons, light lenses and other 

Model history
THE 2650 MODEL was part of the John Deere 50 Series 
of three-, four- and six-cylinder models introduced in 
1986. The 2650 was initially available with either the 
MC1 ‘economy’ cab or the deluxe SG2. The MC1 cab was 
later replaced by the improved CC2 (Console-Comfort) 
cab in 1990. 

Following the launch of the John Deere 6000 Series in 
1992, the CC2 became the only cab offered on the four-
cylinder models in the 50 Series offering, which John 
Deere now positioned as a ‘budget’ line.

Although visually similar to the yellow-topped MC1, 
the CC2 cab is distinguished by its green roof. Internally, 
the MC1 cab had gear levers positioned on the transmission 
tunnel, while in the CC2 they are located in a more user-
friendly console to the right-hand side of the operator. 
The CC2 was an economy cab, but it was equipped with 
a much better seat than its MC1 predecessor. 

Production of the John Deere 2650 and other 
four-cylinder 50 Series models came to an end at the 
Mannheim factory in Germany in 1994. 

items, the first major 
work carried out on 
the tractor came in 
the summer of 2010 
when the selector for 
gears three and four 
failed. The tractor was 
split to replace the 
selector lever and at 
th is  t ime the 
opportunity was taken 
to fit new seals to the 

PTO, Hi-Lo and four-
wheel drive clutch packs. The transmission pump seals 
were also replaced and the PTO brake and the flywheel 
ring gear was replaced due to wear. That was the only 
time this tractor has ever needed splitting. 

A recurring annoyance over the years were the 
leaks from the spool valve block. This was finally 
resolved in 2016 when Dave decided to fit a new 
valve block from Sparex and modify all the fittings 
and bracket to suit the new block. The four-cylinder 
turbo engine on this tractor has never been touched 
and, apart from the aforementioned gear selector 
problem, neither has the 16F/8R transmission. 

A couple of upgrades to the 2650 have been 
carried out, these involving the installation of air-con 
and the replacement of the original mirrors with John 
Deere 6000 Series units. 

In summary, this is an incredibly honest tractor 
with a fully documented service record that’s second to 
none. Despite its age, it really has had everything that 
it’s needed over the past 15 years. If you are interested 
in buying it, contact Dave on 07976 073999.  
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Above: L. J. Betts’ engineering manager 
Dave Price went computerised with his 
meticulous service records back in 2013.

Above left: Between 2005 and 2013, all the 
service work done to L981 LVS was logged 
down by Dave Price on paper record sheets.
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RANGE

Facebook.com/BritainsFarmToys

@BritainsFarmToys

www.britainsfarmtoys.co.uk

Find all retailers here:

CLAAS Xerion

JCB 1CXT

JCB 6T Dumper

Case IH 1066



Collector’s Corner     New Releases
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It’s the time of year when the big names in farming toys 
and models reveal their plans for the year ahead. With this 
year’s toy trade fairs either cancelled or postponed due 
to Covid-19, David Pullen has been talking directly to the 
manufacturers and finding out what they are releasing 
in 2021. In the first of two previews, he brings news 
of what’s on the way from Britains, Universal 
Hobbies, weise-toys and AT Collections. 

SEEING 
INTO 
THE 
FUTURE
Universal Hobbies
UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 
TRADITIONALLY announces a full 
programme of new releases at the 
start of each year, but this time, 
because of the uncertainties 
caused by Covid-19, it 
says it will be making 
announcements at 
regular intervals over the 
coming months, based on 
availability of new product. 
Already in the shops 
after a period of OEM 
exclusivity are a Massey 
Ferguson LUNAR prototype 
tractor, a Massey Ferguson 
8S.265 tractor and a Kuhn 
Prolander 500R cultivator. A 
special limited edition 1/32 County 
TW-30 equal-wheel tractor, based on 
the real machine that inspired the County 
1884, will be available in March along with 
four limited edition Valtra G 135 tractors in 
different colours. The Valtra colours and 
their production run (in brackets) will be: 
turquoise (1000), burnt orange (1000), 
red (750) and black (750).

Above: Inspired by an article in 
CLASSIC TRACTOR, Universal Hobbies’ 
1/32-scale is bringing out a model 
of the equal-wheel Ford TW-30 
that persuaded County to launch 
the 1884. Production is limited to 
1000 pieces, with availability this 
spring.  

Right: Universal Hobbies is rolling 
out four limited edition Valtra 
G135 tractors in March. Production 
of this turquoise version is limited 
to 1000 pieces. 

Above: With Massey Ferguson’s 8S.265 
being awarded the title of ‘Tractor of 
the Year 2021’, the timing of the release 
of Universal Hobbies’ 1/32-scale version 
couldn’t be better.

weise toys 

A 1/32-scale limited edition Fendt Favorit 615 LSA 
with metallic livery is on the way from weise-
toys in March. A run of 615 pieces, the same as 
the number on the bonnet, is being produced. 

The next 1/32-scale Mercedes-Benz MB-trac from 
weise-toys will be a 1300 (W443) ‘Knicknase’ 
version, circa 1984-1987. It is expected in March.  

GERMAN FIRM WEISE-TOYS has decided not to produce 
a full print catalogue this year, mainly because it says 
the continued impact of Covid-19 has made it difficult to 
predict when models will be available. Instead, a 2021 
brochure will be available to download in digital form and 
this will be updated throughout the year, as and when 
delivery dates are confirmed.
The first of this year’s weise-toys models will be a Mercedes-
Benz MB-trac 1300 (W443) ‘Knicknase’ tractor and a limited 
edition (615 pieces) Fendt Favorit 615   LSA with a metallic 
green livery. These 
items will be available 
in March.
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BRITAINS WAS ESTABLISHED in 1893, but this year 
it is celebrating 100 years since it launched its Home 
Farm toy range. To mark its centenary in the farm toy 
business, the company is releasing a replica of its 
first toy tractor, the Fordson E27N Major. Production 
of the commemorative Major, which is just like the 
one introduced by Britains in 1948, will be limited to 
7500 pieces, of which 100 will have a gold finish. It is 
expected to be available in July. 

In addition to the Fordson Major, Britains is planning 
to add several other items to its Heritage range. You 
won’t have to wait long to buy the company’s classic-
era IH 1066 Turbo and Case-IH 4894 because both of 
these 1/32-scale tractors should be on sale now. The 
IH 1066 Turbo was previously issued by Britains sister 
company Ertl in North America, but the Case-IH 4894 
hasn’t been seen before. It is based on the Case 4890 
collector model that Ertl developed for Toy Farmer for 
the National Toy Farm Show in the USA in 2014. 

March will see the re-issuing by Britains of its popular 
1/32-scale John Deere 3640, 3650 and 3050 tractors. 
There is a twist though as the 3050, which was previously 
only available as a two-wheel drive, is returning as a 
four-wheel drive. If you want one of the 50 Series tractors, 
don’t delay as just 1500 of each version will be made.  

Following the success of its recent ‘muddy’ JCB 3C 
MkIII backhoe loader and JCB midi-excavator, Britains is 
planning to release a muddy version of its David Brown 
1210 in July. The company is also going to re-issue its 
Ford 6600 and long-serving John Deere 4020, the latter 
equipped with dual wheels, in the autumn.

Turning to replicas of modern-day machines, 
Britains has got some exciting new items on the way 
in 2021. The JCB 6T dumper, Claas Xerion 5000 Trac 
VC and John Deere S780 tracked combine announced 
in 2020 hit the shops at the beginning of this year. The 
firm has also released a special edition of its Fendt 

Britains

Above: Britains’ forthcoming IH 1066 Turbo, right, 
and Case-IH 4894. The IH 1066 Turbo, originally 
released by sister company Ertl, should be in 
the shops now. The Case-IH 4894 is based on the 
tooling that Ertl developed for the Case 4890 that 
was the 2014 National Toy Farm Show tractor.  

Above: To celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of its farm toy range, Britains is producing a 
limited edition (7500) run of replica Fordson 
Majors, just like the ones it released in 1948.

Above: The previous ‘� rst issue’ of Britains’ 
1/32-scale John Deere 3640 had front weights 
and front mudguards, but the 2021 re-issue 
will not have either of these features.

Above: Britains’ John Deere 3050, seen here 
in pre-production form, is being re-issued, 
but this time as a four-wheel drive and with 
the addition of a pre-cleaner stack. 

Above: Britains has provided a front weight 
for the 2021 edition of its John Deere 3650, 
but dropped the front mudguards. A pre-
production version is shown here.

Britains is adding a second Everyday Playset in 
2021. The set contains a John Deere 4020 tractor, 
trailer, farm building and farm animals.

The 1/32-scale Fordson 
Major that Britains 

is releasing to mark 
the 100th anniversary 

of the launch of its 
Home Farm toy range 
features on the front 

cover of its 2021 
catalogue.  
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AT COLLECTIONS has confirmed the release dates for 
two new models. A VGM EV30 agricultural triple-axle 
tipper trailer should be available now, while a Liebherr 
A916 wheeled excavator with Mitas tires is due in 
March. The release date for a Hobelman MSL 620 ditch 
cleaning attachment for a 360-degree excavator has yet 
to be confirmed. 
AT Collections says it is working on several other 
models, but it is remaining tight-lipped on what these 
are for now.

AT Collections

At the time of writing, AT Collections’ VGM EV30 
agricultural triple-axle tipper trailer was due in 
February. Expect to pay around £53.00 ( � 59.99). 

Above: The JCB 6T site dumper that Britains 
announced last year is now expected in the 
shops this spring. This image is of a pre-
production version.

Above: This spring will see the release of a 
new Britains boxed set consisting of a New 
Holland T6.175 and NC 314 Power-Tilt dump 
trailer. It will have an RRP of £42.99.

Item Expected release date RRP

JCB 6T site dumper February £24.99

Fleming Double Bale lifter February £8.99

New Holland T6 tractor & NC dump trailer set February £42.99 

Fendt 824 Vario profi version* July £29.99

John Deere 8R 370 tractor July TBC

John Deere 8R 410 tractor (Prestige) July TBC

Farm in a Box – Horse trailer set July £21.99

Farm building set with John Deere tractor July £49.99

Kane tri-axle Halfpipe silage trailer August £27.99

John Deere 7R 350 tractor (Prestige) Autumn/winter TBC

Claas Disco front butterfly mower Autumn/winter £15.99

Claas Disco rear butterfly mower Autumn/winter £27.99

John Deere X9 combine Autumn/winter TBC

Claas Jaguar 980 forage harvester Autumn/winter £54.99

Case-IH 4894 tractor (Prestige) February £49.99

IH 1066 Turbo tractor Now £24.99

Fordson E27N Major tractor* July £24.99

John Deere 3640 tractor* March £29.99

John Deere 3650 tractor* March £29.99

John Deere 3050 tractor* March £29.99

Ford 6600 tractor Autumn/winter £27.99

John Deere 4020 with rear duals Autumn/winter £29.99

David Brown 1210 tractor (muddy) July £27.99

New Holland T6 Series remote-control tractor (Big Farm) August £64.99

Kane silage trailer (Big Farm) March £27.99

Britains 2021 releases 

824 Vario tractor for profi magazine. Currently it’s only 
available from profi in Germany (shop.profi.de), but 
will be more widely available in July, subject to what 
stocks remain unsold. Only 2500 pieces have been 
produced. 

A re-issued Double Bale lifter, now with Fleming 
branding, and a new set containing a New Holland 
T6.175 and NC Dumper trailer should be out now. These 
items will be followed in July by two new John Deere 
8R Series tractors, consisting of an 8R 370 in Britains’ 
standard consumer range and a an 8R 410 in the higher 
detail Prestige Collection. The 8R 410 will have a similar 
build quality and level of detail as the John Deere 8RX 
410 tracked version released last year. A new Kane 
tri-axle Halfpipe silage trailer is due in August.

Britains is planning to release further new items 
around the time of the Agritechnica show in November. 
The fourth quarter arrivals will include three new Claas 
items: a Jaguar 980 self-propelled forage harvester 
with Orbis 900 maize attachment, and Disco front and 
rear mowers. These items will be joined by a John 
Deere X9 combine and a John Deere 7R 350 tractor. 
The 7R Series tractor will be part of Britains’ Prestige 
Collection, which means it will have the same level of 
detail as the 8RX 410.  

Other items planned for 2021 include a second 
Farm in a Box set, this time containing a John Deere 
compact tractor, a John Deere branded pick-up truck 
and horsebox, and a horse and foal.  There will also 
be a new Everyday Playset with a John Deere tractor. 
Other Britains news includes the return of a Kane 
silage trailer to the Big Farm range in March, and the 
release of a new remote-controlled New Holland T6 
Series tractor in the autumn. 

This John Deere 780S combine, the � rst of two 
Deere harvesters that Britains is launching 
this year, went on sale in January. It comes 
with a grain header and folding maize 
attachment.

Next month
NEXT MONTH, in the concluding part of our new release 
round-up, we will update you on the latest news from 
Schuco, USK Scalemodels, MarGe Models, ROS, Wiking 
and Bruder.

*Limited edition.
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UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
6302 FORD TW3O COUNTY 1884 PROTOTYPE 
LIMITED EDITION ...........................................£60 

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
6210 CASE IH 1494 4WD .................................£48

BRITAINS 42902 1:32 SCALE
JOHN DEERE 3050 2WD ..................................£27

BRITAINS 43295 1:32 SCALE 
CASE IH 4894 ..................................................£45

ROS 1:32 SCALE 
LEMKEN 7 FURROW JUWEL 8 REVERSIBLE 
PLOUGH ...........................................................£50 

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
4027 FORD TW35 4WD (1983) ........................£45

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
6209 CASE IH 1494 2WD .................................£46

BRITAINS 42904 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 3650 4WD ..................................£27

BRITAINS 43268 1:32 SCALE 
NEW HOLLAND T6.180 WITH NC DUMP 
TRAILER SET ....................................................£38

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE 
SULKY MASTER 3 SEED DRILL ........................£30 

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
4880 FORDSON SUPER MAJOR NEW 
PERFORMANCE ................................................£34

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
4270 DAVID BROWN 1490 2WD ......................£49

BRITAINS 43054 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 3640 4WD ..................................£27

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
INTERNATIONAL 1455XL 4WD .........................£75

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE 
INTERNATIONAL 155 4 FURROW PLOUGH ......£35

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE
 2636 FORDSON POWER MAJOR ......................£34

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE
4279 DAVID BROWN 1490 4WD ......................£49

BRITAINS 43255 1:32 SCALE 
JCB 6T DUMPER ..............................................£22

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 7310R WITH REAR DUAL 
WHEELS ...........................................................£64

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE 
NEW HOLLAND TM150 WITH FRONT 
WEIGHT ...........................................................£50
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From the Archives Classic Files

TRACTORFILE

The cab appears to be unique to this 
machine. It looks like it was made by 
a professional, which makes us think this 
machine was more than likely built by an 
engineering company, rather than an 
enterprising farmer. 

The location is believed to be somewhere in 
Cambridgeshire or West Suffolk. The village in 
the background is elevated from the surrounding 
flat land which suggests the photos could have 
been taken in the Ely area? The 1200 has an Isle 
of Ely registration of NVE 181H, but sadly this 
didn’t make it onto the DVLA computer system 
in 1983.

Does anyone know who created and then 
ran this harvester? Was it a one-off or were 
there others? And does anyone know what 
ultimately became of it?

POTATO HARVESTER IS A MYSTERY 

120 CLASSIC TRACTOR   April 2021

THIS ATTRACTIVE little children’s book recently came my way 
after its front cover caught my eye online. The purpose of ‘First 
Interest on the Farm – Farm Machinery’, first published by Ginn 
& Company of Aylesbury, Bucks, in 1969, and authored by Peter 
Shaw, was to introduce children to the equipment used on 
farms.  

One of six books in Ginn & Compay’s ‘On the Farm’ series, this 
18-page publication contains some charming hand-painted 
illustrations of what were then the latest tractors and 
implements, etc., on the British market. Its colourful illustrations 
are accompanied by short and simple sentences, describing the 
purpose of each of the machines. 
The book is redolent of a time considered by many to be the 
golden era of farming. The illustration 
of a pre-Force Ford 5000, complete 
with Weathershields cab, on the 
cover is just a delight and is what 
originally attracted me to this book. 
Another of my favourite illustrations 
shows a David Brown 1200 with 
a Victor/Sta-Dri weather cab.  

SOME FASCINATING PHOTOS of a mystery 
David Brown-powered self-propelled potato 
harvester have just come to light. The photos, 
discovered during the house clearance of 
a deceased farmer, show the harvester working in 
1975. Whoever designed this machine managed to 
skilfully combine a 1970 David Brown 1200 and an 
Amac D2 two-row potato harvester.     

During the conversion, the DB 1200’s front 
axle was attached to the harvester’s front drawbar 
mounting, while the DB powertrain was reversed 
and connected to the rear of the harvester’s main 
frame using a substantial bridge link. The frame 
that connected the harvester to the tractor also 
supported the operator’s platform and cab. The 
operator, perched 7ft above ground level and 
surrounded by glass, must have had an excellent 
view of the operation. 

Classic items of interest from the archives of editor Rory Day and our readers.

BOOK AIMED AT CHILDREN

Flagship Deutz DX   
IN ONE OF LAST YEAR’S TRACTORFILE’S  
we published a photo of a 200hp Deutz-Fahr 
DX230 that was once owned by JSR Farms at 
Southburn in East Yorkshire. These Deutz-Fahr 
flagships were a rare sight in the late 1970s 
and early 80s. Even rarer still was the 220hp 
DX250 model that replaced the DX230 
in 1982. 
Thanks to Richard Lawrence and former 
Dowdeswell employee Pete Waters we now 
know that a Deutz-Fahr DX250, registration 
number A633 RFE, was sold new to G. H. 
Emerson & Son of Boston, Lincs, in 1983. Back 
in the 1980s, Pete, who looked after the east 
of England for Dowdeswell, took a few 
pictures of the Emersons’ big Deutz-Fahr 
working with a one-off special Dowdeswell 
DP1HD 6+1 plough. Dowdeswell did quite 
a lot of ‘special’ customer orders and 
apparently this DP1HD had an extra offset to 
allow for the DX250’s big rear tyres, while its 
main beam and wheel beam were also altered 

to aid lift.
Apparently, according to the records held 
by the DVLA, this tractor was last taxed in 
1995, the same year that its last V5C 
logbook was issued. Are we to assume it 
was exported back to mainland Europe at 
this time? 
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IT WAS GREAT to hear from Jock Mclaren, now 
retired, but best-known for the many years he 
spent as sales director of Bomford & Evershed. 
Jock’s long and successful career with the 
Worcestershire-based manufacturer began in 
1962, when he joined the company as a farm 
machinery demonstrator.     

Jock has sent us a photo that has just come to 
light from the time when he was still working as 
a demonstrator, prior to his promotion to sales 
manager in 1967. 

“This photo was taken in 1965,” he explains. 
“The David Brown 990 with a 9-tine Bomford 
Superflow is being driven by me and the man 
standing on the right with the light hair is John Fox, 
the designer of the Superflow and the general 

manager of Bomford & Evershed in those days.”
The Nuffield 10/60 on the left is working with 

a Bomford Turbotiller cultivator, which was 
introduced in 1965. 

This photo was originally set-up to highlight the 
Bomford implements and their work. Nobody would 
have given the tractors, both demonstration units 
owned by their respective manufacturers, much 
consideration then, but that’s not the case now. The 
Nuffield 10/60, registration 702 UJO, was part of the 
company’s demo fleet, which also included 701 UJO 
and 704 UJO, best known for appearing on the front 
cover of the launch brochure for the 10/42 and 
10/60. 702 UJO is no longer on the DVLA system, but 
the David Brown 990 Selectamatic, with the highly 
apt registration of DBT 990C, survives to this day. 

 ��GET IN TOUCH

Share your photos,
add to what you’ve
seen in Tractor�  le

and raise queries 
on classic tractors

tractor�  le@classictractormagazine.co.uk 
Contact us by e-mail:

DECAL ON A LATE COUNTY 

READERSRESPOND
MASSEY FERGUSON 1800 There has been a steady flow 
of correspondence on the MF 1805 artics that came over to 
the UK in the 1970s, but what nobody knew, until 
Warwickshire farmer and businessman Mark Aston posted 
a picture of his family’s MF 1800 on The Farming Forum, 
was that MF also evaluated the 1805’s predecessor in this 
country. Mark and his family still own the former field test 
MF 1800 that his late father Tony ran on his farm near 
Coventry in the 1970s and 80s. 

“My father used to help MF with field testing, and he had 
the chance to buy a few of the former evaluation and 
workshop training machines,” explains Mark. “We ran the 
MF 1800 until its gearbox failed, then it was used as 
a donor to keep our MF 1505s running. We have also got 
an ex-field test MF 1155 in the back of the barn which we 
ran for several years, and we also had ex-test MF 760 
combines and an MF 8590 rotary.

“Our MF 1800 has been standing outside and lots of its 
parts are missing, but it would be a shame to scrap it as 
I think it’s maybe the only one that came to the UK,” he 
adds. “If anyone knows of any 1800s being broken for 
spares, I would like to hear from them.” 

MASSEY FERGUSON 
1805 Another month 
and another artic MF 
1805 has come to 
light, its emergence 
casting further doubt 
on the previous theory 
that only three units 
came over to the UK 
for evaluation in the 
1970s. Alan Gillespie, from Scarua in Co. Down, has sent 
us a few details on his MF 1805. “It is on a Q plate now, 
but I think it was built in 1976,” he says. “I believe it 
originally worked at Rockingham Castle in 
Northamptonshire, before heading over to a place called 
Temple in Newtownards in Northern Ireland. I bought it 
about 10 years ago. It came with duals and is equipped 
with a three-point linkage.” 

MERCEDES-BENZ Following the recent Mercedes-Benz 
coverage in CLASSIC TRACTOR, specifically our ‘Memory 
Lane’ articles (July & August 2020 issues) on Henry 
Harvey’s time with the company in the first half of the 
1980s, and an insight into what it’s like to live with MB-
tracs (February 2021 issue), reader Chris Connett has sent 
some pictures of the keepsakes from his time working as 
a service engineer for former Mercedes-Benz dealer R. A. 
Lister & Co of Gloucester in the late 1960s and early 70s. 
They include certificates from the service training courses 
he attended at Mercedes-Benz 
(Great Britain) Limited at Great 
West Road, Brentford, in 
Middlesex, some photos he took 
during a visit to the Unimog 
testing ground at Sowberg, near 
the Gaggenau factory, in 
Germany, and some M-B cloth 
badges that were once sewn 
onto his overalls. 

Demo units get together

READER SIMON FENWICK has been in contact 
about the late-model County 1184 with an unusual 
bonnet decal that appeared in a recent Tractorfile 
(November 2020). He’s reminded me that we 
published a photo of this very same tractor in the 
April 2009 issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR.    

Things have moved on quite a lot in the 
County scene since then, and as it’s such an 
interesting picture, showing not only the 1184 
but also two other late Series 10-based County 
conversions, here it is again. The 1184 was one 
of three tractors on County’s stand at the 1988 
Royal Smithfield Show, the others being a 764 

with an open platform and a Hi-Drive based on 
a Ford 5610 AP. This may have been the first 
time the company’s ‘winged logo’ was applied 
to the bonnet of one of its tractors – and it 
could also have been the last. The same tractor 
was displayed by County on the Benson Group 
stand at the 1989 Royal Show and it appeared 
again in a December 1989 advert. 

More curiously, this 1184 appears to have 
the facelifted dashboard that I always assumed 
was introduced at the following year’s 
Smithfield Show. As always, if you can shed any 
light on this curiosity, let me know. 
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NUMBER PLATES
CLASSIC - VINTAGE … MODERN … BIKE
From tractor to trike we manufacture 
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From only £41.38 (inc 12% IPT)*

Key features:
€  £5,000,000 Public Liability
€  Social, domestic and pleasure including your own agricultural use
€  Third party cover including Road Traffic Act
€  Rallies, shows, road runs, working demonstrations and competitions
€  Any driver including under the age of 17
If your vehicle is at least 25 years old, contact us today

*Premium shown is for a 12 month policy … please note that administration fees apply
Walker Midgley is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England with company
number 4043759. VAT Registration Number: 447284724. Registered address: 2 Minster Court, Mincing Lane, London EC3R
7PD. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Walker Midgley
A big wheel in vintage tractor insurance

•I do prefer to organise my insurances on line, so I was delighted when I entered
your website and found that I was able to gain a quote on line. I found your website
very clear and easy to navigate, entering all my details in a few minutes. Within
5 minutes I had gained my quote, made my payment and received my documents
by email, which was a pleasant experience.ŽMr N Wiltshire

0114 250 2770
enquiries@walkermidgley.co.uk  www.walkermidgley.co.uk

www.walkermidgley.co.uk/vintage-tractor-insurance

Tractorsfrom only25 yearsold

Get a quote and buy instant
cover online at
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ISSUE

FOR TRACTOR OWNERS, OPERATORS AND ENTHUSIASTS

MAY ISSUE ON SALE 26 MARCH

The story of the last Case-IH Maxxums built in Germany is told in the May issue.  
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ON SALE26 MAR

MEET THE MAXXTRAC

ANTARCTICA
The coolest jobs in the world

Mobile Plant Operator
Mobile Plant Mechanic
Diesel Power Generation Technician
Electrical Maintenance Technician
Mechanical Maintenance Technician
And many moreƒ

Apply on our website at:
www.bas.ac.uk/vacancies

BRILLIANT PAIN RELIEF 
FOR ALAN’S KNEES.

Years of driving heavy machinery and farming had taken their toll on Alan 
Jones. Both his knee joints were badly worn and he had to take painkillers 
daily. Mobility in his joints was so poor that he often had to go backwards 
down the small step onto his patio.

As a last resort, he decided to try a Bioflow Elite magnetic therapy wristband 
and he cannot believe the change it has made to his life. Alan says: •I•ve 
virtually stopped taking painkillers and can even climb the stairs normally.Ž 

Another bonus is that I have more energy and am able to drive my diggers 
and loaders with much less discomfort. I•m recommending Bioflow to all 
my friends. The products even work on animals.Ž

I recommended Bioflow to my friend, Robin, for his bad knees. He was thrilled 
by the improvement. A few days ago, the 2 of us moved and planted 2000 
trees. We ached a bit by the end of the day but we were fine the next morning. 
We•ve both said goodbye to our painkillers!

For information about Bioflow magnetic therapy products 
contact Jenny Ryan, 0114 2307844 / 07817671259, 
16 Den Bank Crescent, Sheffield, S Yorks, S10 5PD,

jennyryan@magneticpower4u.com € www.magneticpower4u.net

SAME EXPLORER
It’s comparison time for old and new 
Same Explorers with period loaders.

EPIC MF DISPLAY
Rare pictures from a massive open day
held in 1984 by MF dealer, John H. Gill.
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Richard Hudson’s well-maintained tractors, from left: 
Claas Axion 820 (£24,500), Claas Axion 810 (£32,000), 

DB 990 (£2200) and Clayton C4105 (£4100). 

£3
00

0

£6
80

0

Model JCB 3C MkII  Year 1977  Hours n/a Model David Brown 990  Year 1965  Hours 6600Model Claas Markant 65  Year 1999  Hours n/a

WELL-MAINTAINED MACHINERY was the order of the day at Richard 
Hudson’s retirement sale at Merevale Farm, Hanley Castle, Worcestershire, on 10 
February. The sale, conducted by auctioneer H. J. Pugh & Co., took the form of 
a traditional live auction with on-site buyers competing with those on the internet. 
Interestingly, it was the latter who secured 60 per cent of the main field items.   
The star item was a 2009 Claas Tucano combine with a 5.4m-wide C540 
header. The harvester, in immaculate condition and with only 2133 hours on 
its engine and 1583 on the drum, was sold to a buyer in the field for £55,500. 
It was a similar story with Mr Hudson’s well-kept Claas Axion 810 and 820 
tractors, both of which had done modest hours since arriving new in 2011 and 
2007 respectively. The 2842-hour Axion 810 made a useful £32,000, while the 
older but more powerful 4483-hour Axion 820 went to an internet buyer for an 
inexpensive £24,500.   
The biggest bargain was undoubtedly the farm’s 1995 Clayton C4105 with 
a 16m demount sprayer with a 2400-litre tank. Even allowing for the attention 
it needed to its rear right-hand hub, the 7860-hour Clayton was a snip at 
£4100. The oldest tractor on offer, an ex-farm 1965 David Brown 990 
Implematic that had recently received a new clutch, made £2200.  
The standout item among the implements was an absolutely mint 1999 Claas 
Markant 65 conventional baler, for which bidding reached a deserving £6800. 
TRADE VERDICT Considering the excellent condition of the equipment on 
offer, auctioneer H. J. Pugh & Co had to be surprisingly patient and work hard 
to get prices where they needed to be. The restrained approach shown by 
bidders may have been the result of export difficulties caused by Brexit, as well 
as the pandemic’s impact on auction attendance. 

Main results
1970s Vicon Acrobat rake/tedder. Very good. £300

1980s Agrimech Grasshopper twin-drum mower c/w spares. Avg. £440

1980s Howard Rotavator, 72in. Average. £580

1990s Spearhead 2800HD � ail mower c/w spares. Average. £1500

1990s McConnel Shakaerator seven-leg subsoiler. Good. £1800

1990s Cook Super � at-eight bale sledge. Good. £2100

1990s Pottinger Mex VI trailed forage harvester. Good. £2800

1990s Gull 12t tandem-axle grain trailer, sprung axle, silage sides. VG. £4200

1999 Claas Markant 65 conventional small baler. Excellent. £6800

2000s Low loader bale trailer, 20ft. Very good. £2500

2000s Jones heavy Cambridge rolls, 6m. Very good. £2800

2000s Kverneland six-furrow semi-mounted reversible plough. VG. £3000

2003 KRM/Kuhn 4m drill/power harrow combination. Very good. £4200

2010s McConnel PA5565 hedge cutter, 5ft � ail, electric control. Exc. £13,350

1965
David Brown 990 Implematic, 6600hrs, new clutch. Tyres 
F/R90%. Good.

£2200

1995(N)
Clayton C4105, 7860hrs, c/w 16m, 2400-litre demount 
sprayer. Tyres F/R60%. Good.

£4100

2011 Claas Axion 810, 2842hrs, 40kph. Tyres F/R50%. Very good.£32,000

2007 Claas Axion 820, 4483hrs, 40kph. Tyres F/R50%. Very good. £24,500

1977 JCB 3C MkII backhoe loader, three buckets. Average. £3000

2009 Claas Tucano 430, 2133hrs, C540 header, trolley. Excellent.£55,500

Auction Centre Results

Hanley Castle, Worcs
Modern Claas machines were among the highlights of H. J. Pugh & Co’s 

on-site and online auction for Richard Hudson at Hanley Castle, 
Worcs, on 10 February. Sandy Cox reports; 

pictures by Richard Keel. 

£2
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CAMBRIDGE VINTAGE SALE
The Saleground, Sutton, Ely, Cambs, CB6 2QT

SATURDAY 24TH APRIL 2021

ALREADY CONSIGNED
1952 Fordson E27N 4wd

It is intended that we will proceed with a traditional live auction for the tractors, vehic les and motorcycles, subject to gove rnment 
guidance at the time of sale. All other items will be sold as a timed online auction. Please keep an eye on the website for upd ates.

TIMED ONLINE AUCTION OF VINTAGE AND CLASSIC TRACTORS, 
COMMERCIALS AND VEHICLES 

Tractors: Fordson; E27N P6, L4, CFT, p/p, Standard N, Power Major, Diesel Major, Super Major 6D, Dexta. Nu�eld; DM4, DM4 
P6. Massey Ferguson; 7490; 3645, 699, 135, 35. David Brown; 995 Boughton winch, 1210, Muir-Hill 111, Track Marshall 55, Solis 26 
compact, Kubota; G1900 (2), B6000. Classic Commercials;  AEC Mammoth, ERF KV, AEC Thornycroft c/w Coles EMA MK.VII 
crane, AEC Matador (2), Foden 4375, AEC Mercury ”at-bed, ERF B Series with Gardner engine, ERF C Series, Austin K9, Austin 
FG. Vehicles: 1929 Willys-Knight 70B saloon, Land Rover Series 3 (2). Plant: Lansing H80 forklift, Boss 12t forklift, CAT 301.8 mini-
digger, Parker 2.5t dumper, JCB mini-digger, Manitou 4RM 400 and 250, Hyster forklifts, Herbst dump trailer, AS Marston SAP 

6.5 trailer, AS Marston low loader etc

Auction Commences: Tuesday 16th March 2021 from 9.00am
Auction Finishes: Tuesday 23rd March 2021 from 12.00 midday

Viewing: Saturday 20th March 2021 - 10.00am - 4.00pm (STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT)

SYSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE

Property   |   Land   |   Fine Art   |   Farm Machinery

AUCTIONS AND VALUATIONS UNDERTAKEN NATIONWIDEche�ns.co.uk 01353 777767
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Bridge St, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8DU

www.carpentergoodwin.co.uk

Phone: 01568 616266

Carpenter Goodwin Ltd

Over 1,500 paint products
for Tractors &
Machinery,
Plant & 
Trailers

VINTAGE TRACTOR STICKERS
& FARM SIGNS

   
01709 817732 or 0786 605 2510

cathy@edwardsigns.co.uk   
Send a photo of decals required

with dimensions & we will give you
a quote for supply & delivery

   

   

   

   

   

   

IAN GLOVER 
TRACTOR SPARES

TEL: 01827 66087  FAX: 01827 62040
MOBILE: 07836 505833

Email: irglover@btinternet.com
Nationwide Delivery  ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASE IH/FORD/MF/JD/McCORMICK/CLAAS/VALTRA

ENGINE PARTS:CRANKS/HEADS/BLOCKS

4WD AXLE PARTS:DANA SPICER/CARRARO/ZF/CLARKE

TURBOCHARGERS:NEW OR EXCHANGE 2 YEAR WARRANTY

PICK UP HITCHES:NEW OR USED ALL MAKES + MODEL

TYRES/WHEELS NEW + USED

CAB PARTS/GLASS/FENDERS/DOOR FRAMES

BREAKING FOR SPARES
FORD & NEW HOLLAND

TRACTORS
10, 35, 40, 60 Series

TM, TS, TSA, TL, TLA
New and used parts available

TNT or next day delivery service

MJ ROBINSON TRACTORS LTD
01254 877011/07831 497923

Read, Burnley, Lancs BB12 7RT

HYDRAULIC PARTS DIRECT
Tractor Pumps, Spool Valves, Hose Repairs,

Hydraulic Rams & Ram Repair Service
Nationwide collection on units for repair

Fast turn round
For an unbeatable deal contact:

HOWFORD HYDRAULICS
Tel: 01290 551428 Fax: 01290 550549

E-mail: sales@howford-hydraulics.co.uk
www.hydraulicpartsdirect.co.uk

Tractor Tr a d er
BREAKING

NEW IN: MF 4445
CLAAS ARION 640. MF 575 4WD,

595, 698, 699, 1080, 1200,
2645, 2725, 3060, 3070, 

3080, 3630, 3680, 3095, 4370,
6140, 6180, 6480, 6615, 

7495 & 8120. FENDT 716, 933. 
VALMET 6400

RICHARD HOYLAND, W YORKS
01924 252129 or 07710 153603

www.MasseyFergusonTractorBreaker.co.uk

All of our committee and many members farm or work with 
IH equipment to this day, we attend shows countrywide 
when permissible As a member you are entitled to discounts 
from various suppliers, access to Facebook and website for 
information and assistance, a range of IH club merchandise 
and you•ll receive regular editions of our RedLines Magazine.

Email Secretary Richard Dunning.
rdunning21@googlemail.com  Tel: 07812 341323
or visit IHCGB website.

Our•s is the original and longest
established IH club in the country
formed 5 years ago for Users Fans
and Enthusiasts of all things IH.

READ                      ANYTIME, ANYWHERER

•First choice for the 
genuine IH enthusiast• 
IHHA promotes the preservation and use 

of all IH built and derived equipment.

€  We attend shows across the UK and Europe
€  Has Worldwide membership
€  Members receive 3 colour magazine/newsletter annually
€  Full access to our website to view 100•s 
    of IH brochures & sales info
€  Assistance with your DVLA registration

If you are new to IH or a lifelong enthusiast 
the Association has everything for you.

Website: www.ihha.co.uk
Email: Secretary Jacqueline Carpenter … 

secretary@ihha.co.uk
Tel: 07909 978744

International Harvester
Heritage Association

MAGNETOS, DYNAMOS &
STARTERS

rebuilt and guaranteed for 3 years.
Components manufactured to sample/drawing.

Full machine shop facilities.

D.H. Day
Aldrans, Church Hill, Wroughton,

Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR
Tel: 01793 812323 www.dhday.co.uk

E-mail: dhday31@hotmail.com
Quote: Classic Tractor

Tr a d er
To advertise
call Chris on

020 8639 4412



Tel: 01873 811631
e-mail: sales@cabpartinteriors.co.uk
www.cabpartinteriors.co.uk.uk.cosiortinter.cabparwww

.uk.cosiortintersales@cabpare-mail :
01873 811631el:TTe

k

Repair and Servicing to all types of Plant & Agricultural Machinery
Heavy Plant Welding,  

Fabrication & Thermal Lancing
Fully Equipped  
Mobile Service

Onsite Hydraulic  
Hose Repair Division �	

T: 01530 224335
M: 07730 009965
Simon Smith Plant Repairs Ltd

Over 10yrs Experience 

    Open 24hrs/ 7 days a week 

        East Midlands Based

�*�H�D�U�E�R�[���	���U�H�D�U���D�[�O�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�"
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40 years• experience 
in agricultural radiators  

VINTAGE AND MODERN, ALUMINUM, 
COPPER OR BRASS RADIATORS 

REPAIRED OR MADE TO SPECIFICATION

For free quote call Beverad Radiators 
01482 860876
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AUTOCOLOUR & 
INDUSTRIAL COATINGS LIMITED

Paint for all jobs
From painting the parlour 
to restoring an old tractor

Tel: 01782 747100 sales@coatit.co.uk
www.coatit.co.uk

CAB PARTS, PANELS & TRIMS

Mobile: 0788 5077168  International: +44 788 5077168
www.TractorCabSpecialists.com

GREAT EXPORTATIONS

JCB & MATBRO
SANDERSON
Spare Parts 

Genuine and Alternative

Tel: 01666 500094                   Fax: 01666 500194
info@greatexportations.com

NEW & USED PARTS FOR SALE
For Leyland, Nuffield & Marshall Tractors

Tractors for Sale & Wanted
tel: 01609 881710  Mob: 07702 734715
HUNT BROTHERS, Great Smeaton, North Allerton

As you will know, Ferguson Club
members man our stands at

shows, the length and breath of
the country, where we are always

pleased to welcome you and
encourage you to join us..

With the Government still banning
such gatherings due to Covid 19,

we will be unable to welcome
you, but Ferguson Club members
hope you are remaining safe in
the current situation, and you

can still join us on our website at
fergusonclub.com, on Facebook

or by emailing our
NEW Membership Secretary,

Mrs Lynn Turner atmembership@
fergusonclub.com or by phone

01964 562239
It still will be the best £20

you spend this year!

JAPONICA
PRESS

FOR THE LARGEST
RANGE OF BOOKS,
DVDs & MANUALS

ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER

POSTAGE ONLY £1.50
No matter how many items you buy

Low Green Farm, 31 Orchard Lane,
Hutton, Driffield YO25 9PX

Tel: 01377 270209
Email: sales@classictractors.co.uk
Website: www.classictractors.co.uk



CASE

Case IH 885XL, tidy for age, full
engine rebuild. £7,500. Tel: 07774
112211. Glos. [DEW70]

Case 885XL, 1990, 4WD, genuine
tractor, V5 available. £8,500 + VAT. 
Tel: 07969 507635. [CDW45R]

Case International 785XL, E reg, 
4-cylinder, 77hp,  very tidy condition
inside and out, rear wheels 50%, the
front has one at 90% & one at 30%, all
hydraulics work, engine starts first try
even in this cold weather, no smoke ,
gear box smooth, clutch great, no
rust, had loads of work done, has pick
up hitch and all lights working, torque
amplifier works with no problems,
power steering, heater in cab,  new
floor put in, pulls away no problem,
good yard tractor with a good turning
circle. Nice tractor for work or play.
Any questions please ask located
Whitehaven, Cumbria. £6,500 or
offers, no VAT to be added. Tel: 07583
964684. Cumbria. [CDW99R]

Case 5150 Maxxum Plus , one owner
from new, and in tidy, original
condition. £POA. Tel: 07718 367212. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW73R]

Case IH 885XL, 1988, just had new,
brake  seals, all round, goes  well
recent, clutch, 2WD, wide  tyres all
round. Tel: 07710 408835. 
West Sussex. [DE]

CLAAS

Claas Xerion 3300 VC, 2007, 6,400
hours, Michelin 710/75 R42 50%
tyres, auto steer ready, fridge, hitch.
Tel: 07703 295885. Limavady,
Northern Ireland. [DEW6]

Claas Scorpion 6030 Variopower,
4,400 hrs, hydraulic Manitou head 
with full set of attachments. £25,000.
Tel: 01493 750999. Norwich. [DEW27]

Claas Dominator 56, 1984, 2,900
hours, great combine, 13ft cut,
Perkins 4-cylinder engine, good
working order, used in 2020 harvest
with no issues, had a lot of new belts,
maintained regardless,   good paint
work. £5,500 + VAT.  Tel:  07811
822973. Ceredigion. [DE]

CATERPILLAR

Caterpillar D4, 1956, V5, very 
reliable. £5,950. Tel: 07718 897765.
Forfar. [CDW93R]

COUNTY

County 7600-4, starts and drives
perfectly, 3,700 hours. £8,500. 
Tel: 07841 341101. [CDW87R]

County 1454, 5,300 hours, starts, 
runs and drives perfect, hydraulics
and PTO, good working order, lights
all work as should, new tyres, 
100% original. £32,500.Tel: 07841
341101. [DEW39]

County 1174, in working order, please
call for more info. £POA. Tel: 07885
162357. Somerset. [CDW54R]

County 1164, starts and drives as
should, two owners from new, original
2,550 hours, very little wear, complete
with weights and two assister rams 
on hydraulics. £15,000. Tel: 07841
341101. [CDW84R]

County 654, Select o Speed, starts
and drives lovely, with V5. £15,000.
Tel: 07841 341101. [CDW85R

DAVID BROWN

David Brown 885, 1973, chassis in
excellent non-rusted condition, engine
runs well, good restoration project,
located near Glencoe Village,
Highlands, contact Sean. £2,500 ono.
Tel: 07878 824496 for more info.
Glencoe. [CDW13R]

David Brown 950 Implematic, 1961,
restored. £POA. Tel: 07799 510563. 
Huddersfield. [CDW56R]

David Brown 990 Implematic and
Nuffield DM4, broken for parts, ring
for details. Tel: 07866 246292.
Northants. [CD]

FERGUSON

Ferguson TEA20, 1952, registration
document present, registration
number WXG 910, chassis number
TEA249880, engine number S155454,
recently restored and remains in lovely
condition, starts on the button and
runs beautifully with good oil pressure
and at the correct temperature,
genuine reason for sale, possible
delivery subject to government
restrictions. £2,950. Tel: 01258 808313
or 07974 082293. Dorset. [DEW10]

Ferguson 20 Petrol /TVO, we think it
is 1951, runs really well, fitted 10x28
rear tyres, 400x19 front tyres, a
reluctant sale. £1,500. Contact Ron on
07773 972859 or Mike 07801 037098.
Hereford. [DEW103]

FIAT

Fiat 880-5, 1983, 9,100 hours, local
tractor, V5, rear tyres 90%, all glass in
cab, some rust on cab, good starter.
£4,250 no VAT. Tel: 07706 807669.
Lincolnshire. [DEW55]

TRACTORS
FOR SALE

Hundreds of tractors, implements and parts for sale in Classic Tractor•s fantastic free classified ad section

Tractor Tr a d er
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ADVERTISE HERE 

FREE
FOR DETAILS 
SEE PAGE 145
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Fiat F140 Winner, 1993, 6,000 hours,
good condition, starts runs and drives
nice, windows and doors all close
nicely, lights all work, 4 spools, trailer
brakes, front and wheel weights, 
not painted, a strong tractor. £17,000
no VAT. Tel: 07886 452461.
Northampton. [CDP4R] 

FORD

   Ford 8240, K reg, 9,300 hrs, air con,
heavy duty back wheels 18.438s 60%
new, 14.9.28s Kleber, full 40 Series
fender extension kit, Quicke Q50
loader, soft drive, Degenhart front
linkage, mechanic owner/driver.
£18,600 no VAT. Tel: 07739 114334.
Perth. [DEW19]

Ford 8210 Super Q II , good condition,
8,000 hours, been on the same farm
since 1994, selling due to restrictions.
£POA. Tel: 07775 857348. Maldon,
Essex. [DEW72]

Ford 3600, ex beet harvester, 
1977 this tractor is in fantastic
condition and you will have a job
finding one better, very quick on the
road, everything works perfectly, 
V5 in my name. No VAT £5,950, for
more info. Tel: 07854 629777. East
Yorkshire. [DEW67]

Ford 8210, Series 3, 1992, electrolink
hydraulics, digital dashboard, air
conditioning, front weights, no
rust/rot, always barn stored when 
not in use, in good original condition,
rare tractor. £19,750 + VAT, for further
info call. Tel: 07801 862062.
Northamptonshire. [DEW47]

Ford 3000 Force vineyard tractor,
rare model, good original condition,
un-restored, tin work is good, paint is
faded, no serious rust, starts runs and
drives well. £3,800. Tel: 07836 773893.
Newmarket. [DEP1]

Ford 5610 Mustang 86, only 2,414
hours, good working order, 2 double
act valves after fit, new rear tyres,
starter and battery in 2019, engine
block heater, pick up hitch, weight
bracket for original front weights is
included, original 7, 50-18 front tyres
(on flat) included, protecting shield
under is not included, despite Brexit,
don´t miss a chance to buy a true
classic for work or collection. £7,500
more photos can be mailed, can
speak English. Tel: 00 46 70 343 69
59. Skänninge, Sweden. [CDW24R] 

Ford 7810, Series 3, 1990, good
sound honest tractor, in full working
order. £16,250. Tel: 07734 245204. 
Co Antrim. [CDW82R]

Ford 3000, Select o Speed, starts and
drives spot on, lovely little tractor.
£3,500. Tel: 07841 341101. [CDW86R] 

Ford 4600, just spent £4,800 on parts,
have the receipts, £7,000 no VAT.
Contact me for more information. 
Tel: 07708 183849. Wells. [CDW47R] 

Ford 6610, Y reg, reasonable
condition for its age, good project 
for someone, starts and drives, 
£5,000 ono. Tel: 07727 683683.
Cornwall. [CDP1R] 

Ford 7840 SLE, very good condition,
L reg, 9,500 hours, International 414
on 12. 32 wheels, very good condition,
with V5. Tel: 07973 796136. [DE]

FORDSON

Fordson Major County crawler, good
condition all original including bonnet
side panels, original wooden cab, barn
find been dry stored for years, great
starter and runner. £4,000 ono. Tel:
07788 763876. Argyll. [DEW23]

Fordson E27N, believed to be late
50s, high speed diff, good
compression, completely original
included all linkage, spare carb and
working thermostat, barn stored
running in photo, hydraulics not
tested, not started last year. £POA.
Tel: 07757 328892. Ely. [DEW82]

Fordson Major, early model, wide fan
belt, four new tyres, many new parts.
£3,750 ono. Tel: 01327 361531.
Northampton. [DEP18]

INTERNATIONAL

International B414, 4,983 hrs on
clock, power steering ram, std
drawbar, 6.00 x 16 tyres 60%, 12.4x
28 tyres 30% , starts and runs well.
£2,000. Tel: 07801 199001.
Cotswolds. [DEW80]

JCB

JCB 538-60, 2019/69 850 hours, full
spec 145hp, LED lights, choice of
headstock. Tel: 07976 702858. 
Andy Mellor, Powys. [DEW33]

JCB 803, 1,415 genuine hours, done
light work on a canal all its life, all
works as it should, comes with 3
buckets located in pilling video
available off it running. £5,850 ono.
Tel: 07817 270066. Lancs. [DEW54]

JCB 320s, 145hp, 40k, SRS, 
extra lights, choice of headstock. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Andy Mellor,
Powys. [DEW37]

JCB TM20S, 2018, 1,800 hours, 40k,
SRS, choice of headstock. Tel: 07976
702858. Andy Mellor, Powys. [DEW3]

JOHN DEERE

John Deere 2130, 2WD tractor, no
VAT, registered 1978, lights and cab
heater, CD player and radio system,
one new rear tyre, other rear tyre has 
a good tread and minor cracking front
tyres - one good, the other needs
changing soon, pick up hitch, price 
is £5,500 no VAT. Tel: 07872 986084.
Brothertoft, Lincolnshire. [DEW41]

John Deere 3050, 2WD, 1988, one
previous owner, maintained by dealer.
Just had full cab kit / base kit / pillars
and headline and new seat, mud
guards and new lights, tidy tractor,
10,300 hours. £11,250. Tel: 07966
016643. Blyth, Northumberland. [CD]

P
lace your ads free online at 

w
w

w
.classictractorm

agazine.co.uk
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John Deere 3140, 4WD, 81/82 power
synchro, 4wd, LP cab, PUH, 2 spools,
13.6x28 90%, 520/70R38 80%, 
all glass in cab runs well. £6,000. 
Tel: 07801 199001. [DEW79]

John Deere 2650, CC2 cab, 
7,000 hours, 4WD, with retro-fit air
con, comprehensive service history,
£12,000. Tel: 07976 073999. 
West Malling. [DEW92]

John Deere 3050, 2WD, one previous
owner and maintained by dealer Just
had full cab kit base / pillars /
headliner and full new seat new mud
guards and lights front and back nice
clean classic tractor everything works
as should, 10,300 hours, no VAT
£11,250. Tel: 07966 016643. [DEW48]

John Deere 6915R, 2018, auto 
quad, 50k, 2,400 hours, auto track
ready, front linkage/PTO can be fitted.
Tel: 07976 702858. Andy Mellor,
Powys. [DEW4]

John Deere 6630 Premium, 2010,
5,360 hours (still in use), 40k, does
45K, Powerquad, front links and PTO,
rear tyres 70% fronts 10%, very tidy.
£35,500 + VAT. Tel: 01743 791263.
Shropshire. [CDW97R]

??

John Deere 3200, 6,700 hours, 
a clean loader for its age and is ready
for work. £14,800 + VAT ono. 
Tel: 07794 101386. Oxon. [CDW1R] 

John Deere 4955, original UK tractor,
high hours but been very well looked
after. £POA. Tel: 07794 101386.
Banbury. [CDW10R] 

John Deere 4020, Powershift, this 
is a very good tight tractor. £POA.Tel:
07794 101386. Banbury. [CDW11R]

LAMBORGHINI

Lamborghini 1506DT, 1986, 3,477
hours, one previous owner, had it
since April, brand new Kleber front
tyres, Kleber Super 100 rears, full set
of front weights, lovely straight tractor,
fully serviced and any faults sorted by
experienced Same/Lamborghini
mechanic. £15,750 ono + VAT. Tel:
07919 104298. Suffolk. [CDW64R]

LEYLAND / MARSHALL

Leyland 255, 4,564 genuine hours,
has been owned by us since early
1980’s, barn stored starts and runs
well, brand new tyres put on front and
rear (100%), engine reconditioned by
local mechanic 5 years ago, can
supply more photos on request. 
Tel: 07836 719022. York. [DEW11]

MANITOU

Manitou MLT 629, 2014, 6k hours, 
full spec, good tyres, new battery.
£27,500. Tel: 07774 112211.
Gloucestershire. [DEW68]

Manitou 526T compact handler
c/w bucket and pallet toes, only 
5’ 10” wide. £9,900. Tel: 07710
372273. Co Tyrone. [CDW78R]

Manitou MT 422  telescopic handler,
good working order, 7,500hrs Ford
engine, good hydraulic,s refurbished
axle, UJ track rod ends, good
hydraulic rams, all sealed, no oil leaks.
£5,500 + VAT. Tel: 07811 822973. 
West Wales. [DE]

MASSEY FERGUSON

Massey Ferguson 65 backhoe
loader, new battery, all good tyres 
for £4,000. Tel: 07872 986084.
Brothertoft. [DEW42]

Massey Ferguson 30, in work
condition, complete with narrow
wheels, 1964 year of production,
manufactured in Germany. Tel: 00385
955370579. Staro Petrovo Selo.
Croatia. [DEW51]

Massey Ferguson 1155, row crop,
1974 c/w 3pt linkage and PAVT
wheels, complete with all panels 
and cab re trimmed. Tel: 07506
766360. [DEW106]

Massey Ferguson 1500, 4WD, this
tractor is 100% mechanically good
and totally original and having just
completed a 140 mile road trip under
its own power currently in Minnesota,
we have 3pt linkage to fit it. Tel: 07506
766360. [DEW107]

Massey Ferguson 5470, 2008, 
1,825 hours, 3 spools, front
suspension, Michelin 540/65R38 rear
tyres, 440/65R28 front tyres all 60%,
very good condition. Tel: 07989
595453. Somerset. [DEW40]

Massey Ferguson 34 combine,
1993, 16ft combine with 14ft header,
incl header trailer, good condition,
1,705 engine hours, used every year.
£17,850 + VAT ono. Tel: 07873
563890. East Yorkshire. [DEW49]

Massey Ferguson 165, 1968 model,
non-Multipower, had full restoration
and brand new tyres all round, original
bonnet, this has been done to a very
high standard, any questions
welcome. £13,000 no VAT. Tel: 07737
375008 located in Cumbria. [CDW8R]

Massey Ferguson 135 with loader,
power steering, muck fork, rear bale
spike and quick hitch a frame,
oversized rear wheels and tyres, early
model with the low profile bonnet and
swept axle, recent reconditioned
engine, new clutch, swing drawbar
and two new toolboxes. £4,500 + VAT,
I would consider classic car or jeep 
in exchange. Tel: 01548 521278.
Devon. [CDW60R]
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Massey Ferguson 550, Multipower,
two door cab, outstanding original
condition, new tyres. £7,250 + VAT.
Tel: 07969 507635. [CDW44R]

Massey Ferguson 50D 4wd digger ,
c/w front Q hitch and 4-in-1 bucket,
two rear buckets, low hours and very
original. £8,500. Tel: 07718 367214. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW76R]

Massey Ferguson 135 , Multipower,
1968, is working well, no V5, £6,950.
Tel: 07718 897765. Forfar. [CDW89R] 

Massey Ferguson 135, 1973 vintage
with Perkins AD3.152 engine and
Multipower transmission, 6,000 hours,
excellent working order, special
narrow footprint for vineyard work,
collect Worcestershire. £4,000.  
Tel: 07801 179390. Stourport on
Severn. [CDW39R] 

Massey Ferguson 450S 13t tracked
digger, 1972, Perkins 6354 good
engine and  hydraulics no oil leaks
instant starter tracks well 3 buckets
leavers and linkage so a bomb proof
machine with minimal electrics.
£4,500. Tel: 07811 822973.
Ceredigion. [DE]

McCORMICK

McCormick Deering, 1930, steel
wheels, has rear road bands, with V5,
very easy starter, older restoration.
£4,750 ono. Tel: 07718 897765. 
Forfar. [CDW91R]

MUIR HILL

Muir Hill 171, ready for work or show.
£30,000 ono. Tel: 02891 813634.
Newtownards, Co. Down. [DEW58]

NEW HOLLAND

New Holland TS90 turbo, SLDP
gearbox, 40k, 9,000hrs, excellent
working condition. £17,500 + VAT. Tel:
07432 013174. Easingwold. [DEW76]

NUFFIELD
Nuffield 4/65, spot on original con, 
no bumps or rust, never touched with
paint, perfect Duncan cab tractor
valued at £5,000, will accept £4,500
not a penny less, details when
contacted, no time wasters. Tel: 
01556 670316. Castle Douglas. [CD]

RENAULT

Renault Aries 826RZ, 40k gearbox,
18 forward 8 reverse power shift
gears, creeper box 17 forward 8
reverse power shift gears, front axle
suspension, cab suspension push
back hitch, no oil leaks, new starter
motor, air brakes. £17,500 + VAT. Tel:
07767 673493. [CDW98R] 

Leyland, in any condition, please call,
4x4. Tel: 07989 322710. [DEW31]

Case IH 956XL 2wd, good price paid
for an original well cared for example.
Tel: 07879 475484. Woodbridge. [DE]
David Brown 995, or similar
preferably with power loader, 2 or 4
WD in good working order, private
cash buyer, full details and photos.
geoffearl@outlook.com or Tel: 07837
062708. Notts. [CD]

Leyland, four wheel drive, in any
condition. Tel: 07989 322710. [DEW7]

Marshall 804, registration B565 GUX,
please contact 07787 823106. 
Mid Wales. [CDW42]

Ford 7810, please call if you can help,
any condition. Tel: 07426 811240.
Sheffield/South Yorkshire. [DEW14]

Marshall 904xl, sold in 2010 on ebay,
it was sold with a black "Kellie" loader
and distinctive stainless exhaust,
registration number B230KHH, anyone
with information with its whereabouts
please get in touch, cash paid. Tel:
0061 467082772. Australia. [CDW43]

JWD 494 tractor, any condition,
running or not, cash paid and
collected. Tel: 0061 467082772.
Australia. [CDW200]

Case 1455, with air con, private 
buyer, needs to be in good condition,
£POA. Tel:  07980 598686.
Herefordshire. [BCW39]

Ford 7000, XEV223L.trying to trace
this tractor sold from an auction in
Oxfordshire in approx 2007, any
help/history greatly appreciated. 
Tel: 07969 584553. [DE]

John Deere 00, 10, 20 and 30 Series
tractors, Norfolk farmer 
requires email your machine to
Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk, or call 
01493 750999. Norwich. [BCW89]

Fendt tractors, Norfolk farmer wants
all models of Fendt, email details 
to farm@murrell1.plus.com.
Tel: 01493 750999. Norfolk. [BCW90]

New Holland 110-90 Turbo, reg plate
R275 NEP, I am trying to find my old
one, it was sold to Reavalley tractors
in 1989 it had a sticker above the
windscreen ‘New Holland mean
machine’. Can anyone help? Tel:
07976 702858. [KLW50]

Volvo BL71 wheeled digger, other
makes also considered, email
Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk, or call
James. Tel: 01493 750999. [GHW111]

Fordson County crawler, runner or
non-runner project, will arrange
transport. Tel: 01926 612461.
Leamington Spa. [DE]
John Deere 4240s, registration A676
RTS, it was purchased new in 1983
from T. M. Simpson of Ceres, Fife by
an estate in Perthshire where it spent
it’s working life before being sold to
Agricar, Perth in 2007. I would like to
know where the tractor is now and any
information on it would be greatly
appreciated. Tel: 07823 556417. 
Perth. [BC]
John Deere 2120 wanted, CNG855K,
this tractor was registered in Norfolk
and originally supplied by John Deere
dealer Hill and Osborne, i would be
interested in purchasing this tractor.
Please call John on 07787 554335,
Kings Lynn, Norfolk. [CD]
County 1124, 1004, six cylinder
tractor wanted. Tel: 07548 106703.
East Yorkshire. [BC]
Fordson Super Dexta, 557 LUO
trying to trace it, sold as scrap in
about 1988, was seen restored several
years ago has a brass plate on bonnet
supplied by Henry Norrington. Tel:
07711 701952. Axminster. [CD]
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Ford Super Dexta , blue/orange, must
be in good condition. Top price paid.
Tel: 01473 890236. Ipswich. [LA]
John Deere 7810, with or without
,front linkage must be good condition.
Cornwall. Tel: 07855 302902 or
phfarming@btinternet.com [LA]
Massey Ferguson 35 petrol, 1964,
reg no CNP 158B, sold in Tenbury
Wells market in 1997, would like to
know its whereabouts. Tel: 07870
559146. Worcs. [LA]
Zetor 3045 or 3545, looking for
private collection, please contact me
wielmunckhof@gmail.com or Tel: 0031
6559 55866. Venlo, Netherlands. [LA]

Case LA, looking for my Grandad's
old Case LA tractor seen in this late
1940's. Registration number NPU 636.
Please if anyone knows any
information on this tractor or its
whereabouts please contact me. 
Tel: 07841 873629. Essex. [BCW94]

Fordson Major, we aren’t looking to
buy the tractor, it just has sentimental
value to my Dad and would be
amazing to find it- if it were possible, 
I have attached the only picture I have,
an photograph of the video from the
group where the tractor was sold, it
was sold from my grandad, Willie
Gronkowski, Blacklaw Farm,
Dogshillock, Aberchirder,
Aberdeenshire in 1993. We think it
sold for £500! The reg as you can see
is ASE 634B. Any help would be
hugely appreciated. Call Pamela on 
07814 427448. [ABW26]

Looking for the whereabouts 
of an M-B Trac 800 reg no CFH 748Y.
Previously had a distinctive window
sticker on top of the windscreen 
'wake up with a young farmer'. Sold 
to Emyr Evans dealership in Denbigh,
Wales and then believed to have been
sold on to a new owner in Preston. If
anyone has any idea of its
whereabouts, please get in touch as
we'd like to see a picture of how it is
now and possibly see the old girl
again. Contact George.  Tel: 07766
733273 or e-mail georgejones2006@
icloud.com [JKW16]

Fordson E27N, KRB 977, would like
to know if my old tractor still exists,
sold in 1994 to a dealer in Yorkshire.
Tel: 07542 650919. Derbyshire. [CD]
International 885, would Peter James
from Penzance who purchased the
International 885 in December 19
contact me please? Tel: 07816
347623. Leics. [CD]
Massey Ferguson 135, I am
searching for my Grandfather's
Massey Ferguson 135, reg HTD 976F.
He sold it in the Preston area around
1978, any information on its
whereabouts would be much
appreciated, please feel free to
contact me on 07840 563315.
Lancashire. [BC]
Ford 6600, registration number 
DSR 757V, do you own it or know of
its whereabouts? My family acquired it
new in May 1980. It had a Duncan
Supercab, Dual Power, flexible ends,
and a pick-up hitch. It is currently
taxed and the last log book was
issued on 8 March 2016. I would be
interested in finding it. Tel: 07540
635435. [AB]
Fordson Power Major, registration
WBL 465 year 1960, help wanted
tracing this tractor, please phone. 
Tel: 07548 106703. Berkshire. [AB]
Looking for the whereabouts of
Fordson Standard N, reg JRF 118,
green wide wings, 1940, split rim,
24”rears, E27N block, engine mounted
toolbox, sign written, Mr E Ward,
Coalpool farm, sold at Wintertons
auction, Lichfield, 1987, with buff log
book, was restored when sold and ran
well, I have history to it. Tel: 07808
855076 [EF]
Trying trace a tractor that use to
belong on my Dad’s farm based in 
Ely, Cambridgeshire, he brought it new
in 1982, it’s an International 885XL
2wd. Email: jordanjack25dennis@
gmail.com. [JK]

Honda Foreman 500 ES ATV, 2013,
2,842km, full road legal kit, tow ball 
25 x 10 tyres 60%, mint condition, 
can be with or without 2013 Stock
electro slug applicator. Tel: 07801
199001. Oxfordshire. [DEW81]

Mobility scooter, tramper rough
terrain type, ideal for farm mobility,
rear basket and stick holders etc, V5
and lights so can be used on the road
if needed, recent new battery fitted,
good tyres, £18,000. Tel: 01548
521278. Totnes. [DEW56]

Hard life 100-TSH tree shear for 
10-22t excavators, with a removable
HB500 blade, this shear also doubles
as a hydraulic grab, only 2 weeks use,
grab a bargain. £4,000 no VAT. 
Tel: 07450 650206. Arundel, 
West Sussex. [DEW64]

Land Rover Defender 110, 2015,
49,000 miles, one owner from new,
five year main dealer service history,
last of the line, £34,999 no VAT. Tel:
07903 173216. Devon. [DEP12]

Land Rover Defender TD5,
bespoke full rebuild, 2003, like new,
£24,000 + VAT. Tel: 01493 750999.
Norwich. [DEW26]

Land Rover, 1980, Series 3, diesel,
very genuine and original condition,
62,000 miles, runs well but needs a
clutch, has been barn stored for a
number of years. £4,250 + VAT. Tel:
07732 599805. Cheshire. [CDW51R] 

Komatsu 5t digger zero swing,
Q hitch and two buckets, low hrs.
£11,500. Tel: 07718 367214. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW75R]

Trusty tractor with two ploughs 
and Cambridge roller, is in working
order, location Horncastle,
Lincolnshire, listing for my neighbour.
£500. Tel: 07986 538117. Horncastle,
Lincolnshire. [CD]

Bobcat/Kubota 1.5t mini digger,
Q hitch and three buckets. £5,900. 
Tel: 07718 367214. [CDW74R]

Toyota Hilux, 28,000 miles, 2012,
4WD, tidy outside inside and
underneath, useful canopy load liner
and tow bar, serviced, long MOT.
£POA. Tel: 07740 683113.
Gloucestershire. [CDW53R]

New Holland 1900 self-propelled
forage harvester, 1984, B-plate,
showing 2,247hrs on clock, 
purchased as a project and last 
used 2-3 years ago to cut 30-40
acres, all very original. Tel: 07568
408007. Cheshire. [CDW5R] 

Gehl hi tip tracked barrow, Yanmar
diesel 1 speed tracking, Tips into a
large skip, 2012, good working order
all works call for info. Tel: 07892
896381. Burton on Trent. [CDW17R] 

Car, van or motorbike, anything
considered in any condition, pre
1990's, private buyer, cash payment.
Tel: 07891 500116 or email
harley1824@gmail.com.
Northumberland. [IJW29]

Land Rover Series 2 or 3, wanted in
any condition with or without MOT,
can travel and pay cash. Tel: 07860
259442. West Midlands. [DE]
Metro 6R4 rally car wanted , any
condition private buyer. Other rally
cars considered. Tel: 07921 188931.
Penrith. [DE]
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Jeep in any condition, please get 
in touch, I will pay good prices and
interested in all conditions, please call.
Tel: 01548 521278. Totnes. [IJW21]

Willy’s jeep, or similar, all conditions,
good price paid, I am easy going with
no pressure, call anytime. Tel: 01548
521278. Totnes, Devon. [ABW98]

Land Rovers wanted, Series 1, 2, 3,
Defenders, anything considered,
nationwide, cash on collection. 
Tel: 07775 203208. Norfolk. [ABW121]

Military Jeep or post war, any age or
condition, good price paid, no quibble
quick decision, payment before
collection, I am an easy going 
non-pressurizing buyer, call me
anytime on my home number. 
Tel: 01548 521278. Devon. [DEW21]

JCB 3CX Sitemaster wheeled
digger, email Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk,
or call James Tel: 01493 750999.
Norwich. [AB]
JCB Fastrac wanted, any condition,
spare or repair, engine or gearbox
fault, private buyer, cash waiting, will
travel. Tel: 07921 188931. Penrith. [FG]
Bedford CF2, with 2.0L Opel engine
or diesel, any condition. Tel: 07860
393980. Ipswich. [BC]
Unimog 904, wanted three way 
tipper ram for this vehicle, approx
30cms long, any help appreciated. 
Tel: 07710 777484. [LA]
Bedford Vauxhall Suzuki Rascal
pickup truck wanted, Tel: 07885
681366. Ware. [HI]
Old cars, motorbikes, even
aeroplanes wanted, pre 1970s, any
condition at all. Tel: 07785 391874.
skyhighdesigner@yahoo.co.uk. [BC] 
Peugeot 504 pick-up, please call if
you can help. Tel: 07836 220803.
Coventry. [HI]

New Holland Hayliner baler, original
working condition, collection or can
deliver. £1,100 ono. Tel: 07889
104055. Grantham. [DEW59]

New Holland model 575
conventional square baler,
manufactured in the USA, used very
little for a few bales of hay  and straw,
fitted with Browns bale sledge
drawbar. £5,500. Tel: 07801 037098
Mike. Hereford. [DEW104]

Kuhn FBP 3135 combi baler, with
film binding and 3D wrap, 2017, 
low bale count. Tel: 07718 367212.
Northern Ireland. [CDW72R] 

Massey Ferguson 128 square 
baler, very reliable. £3,950 ono. 
Tel: 07718 897765. Forfar. [CDW92R] 

Triple K spring tine cultivator,
3m wide, 25 tines, spare set of points.
£150 + VAT. Tel: 07940 893034.
Chelmsford. [DEW53]

Vaderstad NZ cultivator, 3m, c/w
flexi coil, stone box, new levelling
boards recently fitted, ideal tool for
winter ploughed land, farmer owned
and operated very good condition. 
Tel: 07940 935760. Fife. [CDW3R]

Ferguson 10-tine cultivator, 7ft wide,
is in good condition. £Offers. 
Tel: 07778 013032. Lincs. [CDW103R] 

Ransomes C79 Cultivator, 10ft 6",
13 tines rigid drag. £150 + VAT. Tel:
01482 875282.  E. Yorks. [CDW37R] 

Rear tractor loader, in good order,
please call for more details. £380 ono.
Tel: 01926 812402. Rugby. [DEP9]

Massey Ferguson front bucket,
needs some welding. £225 ono. Tel:
07563 634657. Cheshire. [DEW99]

Linkbox, taken off of a MF 35, 
new boards, is in good order. £300.
Tel: 01926 812402. [DEP8]

Deutz Farh 4.15m rape extension
header, c/w twin vertical knife. £450.
Tel: 01673 885200. Lincolnshire.
Boccasion. [DEW111]

Steelfab horndraulic power loader,
original and off Massey Ferguson 135,
some wear on buckets and forks but
still very useable, includes all fittings
and hoses. £POA. Tel: 01902 850861.
Stafford. [DEW115]

Bale grab, is for a Quickie 3360 US
loader. £280 ono. Tel: 01792 323801.
Swansea. [DE]
Massey Ferguson 40 loader, to fit
135, all brackets and pipes, £300,
Massey Ferguson 10 tine super flow
all new points, £250, Vicon Acrobat
hay turner, new tines, £100, two 21ft
3” augers. Tel: 01653 648367. [CD]
Loader to fit International B-275,
please call for more info. Tel: 07908
442066. Shropshire. [DE]
Quickie loader brackets and spool
block, with pipe work and mono lever
control with 3rd service fits MF 5455,
2005, as new, open to offers. Tel:
07710 482518. South Lincs. [DE]

Front end loader, for a Fordson Dexta
tractor, would consider a Dexta with 
a loader, Yorkshire area only please.
Tel: 01904 704659. York. [AB]
JCB pallet forks for 4:1 bucket 
mid-eighties machine wanted,
please let me know if you have
anything available. Tel: 07592 614051.
Westbury-On-Severn, Gloucester. [LA]
Front loader and brackets, for 
JD 6810, JD or other, all considered
will collect/remove if required.
Tel: 07745 131990. [LA]

Pottinger MEX 6, 2016, new knives,
shear bar and stone, wide angle PTO,
metal detector, folding spout, fully
serviced and ready to go.  £19,750 +
VAT. Tel: 01691 860359. Near
Oswestry. [DEW18]

Bomford topper, 9ft wide, in good
condition,n can be loaded onto your
trailer. £1,050. Tel: 07711 508200.
South Yorks. [DEW22]
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Toro Reelmaster 5500D, 5 reel
mower, 4 wheel drive, rear wheel
weights, cab, Kubota 1105 diesel
engine, new roller bearings, new
stainless steel reel lids, new battery,
3,174hrs, more images available.
£2,200 ono. Delivery available up to 
50 miles for fuel costs. Tel: 07854
852459. Gainsborough. [DEW50]

Claas 9100 Butterfly mowers,
complete, set very little work. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [DEW200]

Ford YT16 lawnmower, complete
with mowing deck and snow blower
attachment, this lawnmower is in
fantastic original condition have had
very little use and always stored
inside. Tel: 07506 766360. [DEW105]

McConnel PA60 flail hedger, 65hp
motor/pump, 2008, clean condition.
£8,250. Tel: 07710 372273. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW66R]

McConnel PA93 flail hedger, twin
hydraulic filters, tidy original condition.
£3,900. Tel:  07710 372273. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW67R]

Spearhead Twiga 836T Orbital , 
cuts L/H or R/H, 3-point or chassis
mounted with removable wheel kit,
good condition. £10,500. Tel: 07710
372273. N Ireland. [CDW69R]

McConnel PA520E, R/H cut, slew
ram, joystick, £6,900. Tel: 07710
372273. N Ireland. [CDW68R]

McConnel Swingtrim XL finger bar,
with joystick controls, as new
condition. Tel: 07710 372273. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW70R] 

McConnel PA6085 VFR c/w a 1.6m
head (can change) and orbiter angling
bracket, 1,500 hrs, joystick. Tel: 
07710 372273. N Ireland. [CDW71R] 

Ransomes Robin two furrow
plough, match plough, call for info.
Tel: 07734 238228. Oxfordshire. [DE]

Johnson Diaphragm sludge pump,
for sale, as it stands collector’s item
for doing up, engine not included, for
spares or repair. £160. Tel: 01502
561657. Lowestoft. [CDP10R]

Ford Force 3000 injection pump, just
been serviced and run on Hartridge
test bench to confirm correct
operation £225 + postage no VAT. Tel:
07711 062217. Devizes. [CDW80R]

Tecnoma 800 litre mounted sprayer,
12 meter booms, nine years old, 
used on 65 acres of arable, very 
good condition. £1,600 + VAT, sale
due to retirement. [FG No. 483]. 
Tel: 01621 828270. Essex. [DEW52]

Hardi Mega sprayer, 1,000 litre tank,
18m booms, good working order.
£1,350 + VAT ono. Tel: 07732 599805.
Cheshire. [CDW63R]

Hi Spec tankers, 3,000 gallon, 
Hi Spec 4 point linkage, rain gun,
choice of 2. Tel: 07976 702858. 
Andy Mellor, Powys. [DEW2]

Hi Spec 2600 tanker, sprung draw
bar, loading arm, in good working
order. Tel: 07976 702858.  Andy
Mellor, Powys. [DEW95]

Cattle feeder trailer, £400 ono. 
Tel: 07773 467079. Chorley. [DEW30]

Tipping trailer, needs new floor.
£1,000 ono. Tel: 07563 634657.
Cheshire. [DEW100]

Triffit 10t silage trailer, hydraulic rear
door, good condition, brakes and
lights all work. £4,500 ono. Tel: 07732
599805. Cheshire. [DEW96]

Frazier F92 grain trailer, in
good condition. £2,500. Tel: 07563
634657. Cheshire. [DEW102]

Dump trailer, 20t dump trailer,
full commercial axle, air/oil brakes. 
Tel: 07976 702858. [DEW94]

Ken Wooten 10t drop side grain
trailer, sprung drawbar, bale
extension, very good condition.
£3,750 + VAT. Tel: 07732 599805.
Cheshire. [DEW97]

Green Tech hi tip trailer, flotation
tyres, in very good condition. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [DEW34]

Marshall BC 25, twin axle trailer,
2019, strap box, good lights and tyres.
£5,750. Tel: 07774 112211.
Gloucestershire. [DEW69]

AW trailer, 16t commercial axles,
spring draw bar, choice of wheels. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Andy Mellor,
Powys. [DEW35]

TANKERS
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Chillington 56 bale trailer, full
working order, good pipework, good
tyres, £500 ono, no VAT. Tel: 07549
420361. Reading, Berkshire. [DEW44]

Massey Ferguson 3t tipping trailer,
good condition.  £850. Tel: 07887
543683.  Bucks. [CDW26R]

Ken Wootton 25ft bale trailer,
good condition, good tyres. £3,450 +
VAT ONO. Tel: 07732 599805.
Cheshire. [CDW50R]

Ex utilities trailer, 6'x4', new galv top,
sound chassis and sides, good tyres,
1 new. £300. Tel: 07585 121440.
Herefordshire. [CDW55R] 

Farmer and contractor requires 
12-20t Agri dump trailers. Email:
details to farm@murrell1.plus.com. 
Tel: 07770 692891. Norwich. [LAW7]

Vicon Acrobat, missing a few tines,
been sat in the yard as a backup,
£120 ono. Tel: 07549 420361.
Reading, Berkshire. [DEW46]

Howard 150 rotor spreader, good
handy machine, solid barrel, original
paint work, good bearings, manual
lid, any info. Tel: 07811 822973.
Ceredigion, West Wales. [DE]

Haybob, type old not been used in a
few years. £250 ono. Tel: 07563
634657. Cheshire. [DEW98]

Massey Ferguson 19 muck
spreader, good condition, working
order, barn stored. £750. Tel: 07773
467079. Chorley, Lancs. [DEW77]

Stocks AG iCon turbo jet , 2019,
complete with monito, spreading
outlets, and Avadex kit. £4,950. 
Tel: 01673 885200. Boccasion,
Lincolnshire. [DEW110]

Claas reel, some accident damage,
9m, please call for more stock. £450.
Tel: 01673 885200. Boccasion,
Lincolnshire. [DEW112]

Vaderstad front tiller, 3 m wide,
freshly painted and new decals, row of
tines in front of paddles. £1,750 + VAT.
Tel: 07718 897765. Forfar. [DEW39]

Kuhn Axis 40.1W, 2011, variable 
rate, 18 to 24m spread, washed and
oiled. £5,500.Tel: 07774 112211. 
Gloucestershire. [DEW71]

Collins 5.5 CU YD muck spreader,
excellent working order, no rot,
£1,350, Warwick 3-4 ton tipping trailer,
single or double sides, nice and tidy,
Votex 9 topper, does an excellent job,
tidy, no rot. £800, more pics are
available. Tel: 07968 257232. 
Rugby. [DE]

Massey Ferguson 30 - 15 row g/f
drill, barn stored, excellent condition.
£350 ono. Tel: 01327 361531.
Northampton. [DEP17]

Claas Jaguar 51 forager, full working
order, rear trailer hitch, nice original
machine, has not done more than 
400 acres from new, 1996 model,
£800 ono NO VAT. Tel: 07549 420361,
Reading, Berkshire. [DEW43]

GP Engineering field/paddock roller ,
very good condition, minimal use,
£475. Tel: 07796 287873. [CDW14R] 

Bomford pig tail grubber, 3m, good
points. £550 + VAT. Tel: 07718 897765.
Forfar. [CDW94R]

Farm Force 3.2m double trailed
press, comes with front spring tines,
good order. £2,250 + VAT ono, delivery
possible, please call. Tel: 07976
794383. Shropshire. [CDW95R]

Ferguson grader, is in good 
working order. Tel: 07778 013032.
Lincolnshire. [CDW20R]

Garden rotavators, Merry tiller, with
new 7hp engine, excellent condition, 
4 rotors and skid, garage find. 
£245 no offers. Tel: 01865 407920.
Abingdon, Oxfordshire. [CD]

Vicon RSL 1605 fertiliser spreader,
1,500kg capacity, 12/21 metre spread
width, reasonable condition.  
£550 + VAT. Tel: 01482 875282.  
East Yorkshire. [CDW35R]

McConnel Magnum Combi 250
front/rear flail mulcher with hydraulic
offset. £POA. Tel: 07710 372273. 
Co Tyrone. [CDW79R] 

Thwaites dumper skip (Nimline), has
never been used. £Offers. Tel: 07778
013032. Lincolnshire. [CDW104R] 

Spring tined harrow, 9ft 6" wide with
29 tines. £POA. Tel: 01482 875282.
East Yorkshire. [CDW36R]

Kuhn HR6003 power harrow,
one owner, good working order.
£11,900. Tel: 07802 897800. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW77R] 

Krone one metre rotovator, good
working order, new PTO guard. 
£525 no VAT. Tel: 07976 705466. 
Lancs. [CDW81R]

Ransomes C79 13 tine drag,
10ft 6" width. £150 + VAT. Tel: 01482
87528. East Yorkshire. [CDW40R] 
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Standen bladed rotovator, 2013, 3.5
metres, two rear wheels, good blades.
£4,000 + VAT. Tel: 07718 897765.
Forfar. [CDW88R]

Spring tined harrow, 9ft 6", 
29 tines. £POA. Tel: 01482 875282.
East Yorkshire. [CDW41R]

Hi Spec 1000 muck spreader, very
sound condition, good paint, good
tyres 550/60.22.5, good flails and
chains, hydraulic brakes and lid,
always washed off after use. £3,200 +
VAT. Tel: 01423 734863 or 07962
891469. West Yorkshire. [CDW28R]

Simba tool carrier, good stable
machine, very good condition. Tel:
07778 013032. Lincolnshire. [CDW22]

Ferguson grader, good working
order. £Offers. Tel: 07778 013032.
Lincolnshire. [CDW102R]

Wessex dung beatle/horse paddock
sweeper, new, Wessex wheels fitted,
great working order, inspection is
welcome. £2,295 ono. Tel: 07796
287873. [CDW15R] 

ATV paddock harrows, trailed, 
fold-down equestrian chain harrow,
will sell as a job lot with dung beatle
and roller, on its own £395. Tel: 07796
287873. [CDW16R] 

Front end loader, for a new Fordson
Dexta tractor, would consider a 
Dexta with loader, Yorkshire area only.
Tel: 01904 704659. York. [AB]
Chestnut paling wiring machine,
please contact me Tim Smith on
07947 080726 keep trying sometimes
out of range. Tel: 01335 371996.
Ashbourne. [DE]
Lemken Dl110/Dl120 4 furrow
reversible plough, wanted in 
working order and reasonable metal.
Central Scotland. Tel: 07746 457402.
Stirling. [DE]
Kearsley of Ripon mower, horse
drawn or tractor, anything Kearsley.
Tel: 01845 567412. Thirsk. [LA]
Mengele forage harvester, main
drive belt unused, please call if you
can help. Tel: 01668 216285.
Northumberland. [LA]
Massey Ferguson 19 or similar PTO
driven muck spreader. Tel: 01635
276352. Newbury. [HI]
Husqvarna 346XP chainsaw , must
be in good working order. Tel:
07786278900. Lancaster. [JK]
New Holland 575 baler wanted.
Tel: 07791 047336. Yorkshire. [LA]
New Holland 286 baler wanted.
Tel: 07718 046814. Sailsbury. [EF]
Two leg sub soiler, to suit Track
Marshall 135 crawler, Cousins
preferred but any make considered,
toplink for the above is also required.
Tel: 07749 922208. Warwick. [CD]
3M SKH crumbler, must be in good
clean working condition, no welds,
with all of the scarifying legs straight
and crumbler drive in good order, 
cash purchase, can collect, thank you.
Tel: 07966 453586. Whitland. [IJ]
John Deere 245H 7-furrow semi-
mounted plough, to suit John Deere
5020, circa 1960s/70s. Tel: 07887
686004. Notts. [DE]
JS130 digger, with hydraulic quick
hitch, buckets, looking for no more
than 7,000hrs, must be tidy with a
good past history. Tel: 07719 703897.
Leicestershire. [HI]
Ferguson or Massey Ferguson
made rear mounted fork lift
attachment, Tel: 07827 872887.
Carms. [CD]
Front loader, for Ford 6610 tractor,
private buyer, also pick up reel for
Welgar RP200. Tel: 07778 859139.
Dumfries. [BC]
Kverneland model A 5f plough,
recent reversible plough and
condition. Tel: 07702 482942. 
Tiverton. [DE]
Ferguson or Massey Ferguson
manufactured rear-mounted fork lift
attachment, any condition distance
no object. Tel: 07827 872887. 
Carms. [JK]
Caterpillar finger mower, grader,
PTO unit for D2, D4. Tel: 07718
897765. Forfar. [IJ]

Fuel tank wanted, for David Brown
1212 Weatherframe/pre-Q cab, must
be in very good condition. Tel: 07980
066564. Ceredigion, West Wales. [GH]
Lloyds Letchworth horse drawn hoe
and zig zag harrow, Tel: 01480
472315. Cambs. [GH]
SKH305 muck spreader , floor chain
or complete spreader, also looking for
SKH405 muck spreader. Tel: 01845
524884. North Yorkshire. [FG]
Green Line EM5000 post borer,
2 x augers 6" and 9". £600. 
Tel: 01493 750999. Norfolk. [FG]
Massey Harris grain and fertiliser
drill wanted, would prefer disc type
coulter or Massey Ferguson grain and
fertiliser drill. Tel: 07775 867311.
Anglesey. [FG]
Balers, drum mowers, mowers,
tractors, tedders, any condition. 
Tel: 07794 154003, will collect from
anywhere in UK. Tel: 07794 154003.
Derbyshire. [FG]
Ferguson or Massey Ferguson-
made rear mounted fork lift
attachment, any condition contact
me please. Tel: 07827 872887. 
Carms. [EF]
Hesford tractor mounted winch,
or similar, please call if you can help.
Tel: 02882 46308. Co Tyrone. [EF]
John Deere loader, does anyone
have an old 37, 47, 48, 143, 145, 175,
520 or 521 loader, for a 1969 JD 820
or 1020, and brackets if possible,
thank you and fingers crossed. 
Tel: 07737 054549. Southwest. [EF]

Bamford’s vintage tractor seat, 
very rare genuine heavy cast iron,
£135 + £10 if posted. Tel: 07980
105313. Derby. [CD]

Michelin Xeobib wheels and tyres,
710/60R42 rears, 600/60R30 fronts,
on JD rims to fit 6215R + extra set of
rear dishes to fit to 7530/6930, 50%
tread, £3,000. Tel: 07976 073999.
West Malling. [DEW91]

Fendt, Trelleborg 520/85R42 and
480/70R30 wheels and tyres,
£4,500. Tel: 01493 750999.
www.jmurrell.co.uk. Norwich. [DEW25]

Wheels, 13.6 x 38 5 star dual wheels,
not used for some time but all
working, offers. Tel: 01482 875282.
East Yorkshire. [DEW29]

Kleber 620 70 R42 tyres, good pair of
tyres, call for more. £250 + VAT ono.
Tel: 07794 101386. Oxon. [CDW2R] 

Alliance 6.00-16 Agricultural tyre ,
20% approx tread remaining, sound
tyre. £20. Tel: 07855 356468.
Carmarthenshire. [CDW96R]

Massey Ferguson 135 wheel rims,
9 x 28, fair condition, buyer collects,
Cornwall. £60 for the pair. Tel: 01872
862936. Cornwall. [CDP2R] 

Wheel and tyre, 320/85R 36 or 
12.4-36, to fit Bateman sprayer. 
Tel: 07976 702858. [CDW18R]

Wheels and tyres for compact John
Deere tractors, full set, 25x12.00-9
rears, the fronts are 27 x 10.50-15. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [CDW32R] 

Firestone Field and Road 16.9 x 38,
pair of good tyres, £250. Tel: 07794
101386. Banbury. [CDW12R] 

Tyre, one tyre, 6-70-15, 6-ply, never 
been used. £20. Tel: 01442 832744. 
Herts. [CD]

WHEELS AND
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Rear tyres 13-6-28-90% tread,
£150 ono. Tel: 01652 656572.
Lincolnshire. [DEP15]

Grass wheels and tyres, 26 x
1200/12. £200 ono. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [DEP16]

Wheel rim to match (A) 14 x 30
Whitlock, Wheel B 14 x 30 JCB 4D,
loading shovel wheel Goodyear tyre.
Inflated but not the best. £Offers. 
Tel: 07961 451348. [IJW72]

Ex-military tyres, I am looking for two
tyres or wheels with tyres (I think they
are ex-military) tyre size 8 25 10 on 
6 stud split rim wheels, please phone
/text. Tel: 07836 573877 email 
g@twalters.co.uk. [DEW75]

Massey Ferguson 34" PAVT wheels
wanted, in good original or restored
condition, ideally with tyres. Tel: 07593
945692. Cambridge. [ABW6]

Avon 10ply flotation tyres 10.5/85-15
for a Marshall 4.5t trailer, 1980s. Email:
alanrickerby@icloud.com. [IJW41]

Rowcrop wheels wanted, to fit 4
cylinder JD6030 standard series
tractor. Ideally 13.6 R46 or R44 rears
with compatible fronts, of a similar
width or narrower. Tel: 07979 984796.
North Yorkshire. [CD]

24"wheels/rims, with 2 scallops and
tyre locking rings. Tel: 00 31
455320246. Netherlands. Email:
hansipeter@ziggo.nl. [GHW147]

Wheel Centres and tyres wanted to
fit JD6000-30 4-cylinder model,
13.6R38/11.2R28 or similar matching
narrow equipment. Tel: 07979 984796.
North Yorkshire. [CD]
Rear turf wheels and tyres, for 
David Brown 990 current tyres are
12.4 32. Tel: 07799 348222.
[LA]Goodyear Super Traction Radial
tyres wanted , size 18.4 x 38, new or
unused, preferably a pair but one
would do, top price paid. Tel: 07881
916 006 or 01205 820 914. Boston,
Lincolnshire. [GH]
Kleber 11.2 x 24 tyres wanted . 
Must be in good condition. 
Please call. Can collect no problem.
Tel: 07964 282833. Leics. [GH]
Rear wheels, pair of them, for Ford
4000 12.4 x 36. Tel: 01986 788389.
Harleston, Norfolk. [DE]
Goodyear 12 x 38 traction Sure Grip,
either new old stock or very good,
looking for one or a pair,
cash waiting. Tel: 07964 282833.
Leicestershire. [DE]
Tyres, a pair of good /part worn
11.2/10-28 rear tyres to fit our
international B250 please, contact. 
Tel: 07831 588761 or 07950 812714.
Hertford, Hertfordshire. [DE]
Goodyear Supertraction Radial,
95/100% 13.6 x 38 to match the one 
I have waiting to be fitted to finish a
refurbishment. Tel: 01736 364352.
Cornwall. [AB]
Goodyear 12 x 32 and 12 x 36
traction Sure Grip tyres, can collect.
Tel: 07964 282833. Leics. [HI]
Goodyear 13.6/12 x 38 traction 
Sure Grip, one tyre or a pair wanted,
would consider Goodyear radials as
well, can collect. Tel: 07964 282833.
Leicestershire. [HI]
Goodyear 16.9/14 x 34 traction Sure
Grip, one tyre or a pair wanted, would
consider Goodyear radials as well, can
collect. Tel: 07964 282833. Leics. [HI]
2 x 12.2/28 tyres , with good tread
ideally. Tel: 01743 741662.
Shrewsbury. [DE]
Two tyres wanted, 10.5 x 80 x 18, 
3 rib, for John Deere 3130, call if 
you can help. Tel: 02829540244. 
Co Antrim. [DE]
Tyres x 2 , for farm trailer, 10.50-16 or
complete wheels, 8-stud, 4 centres.
Tel: 07815 058624. Gloucester. [CD]

Windscreen glass for Lambourne
safety cab, from ex MF 65. £20. 
Tel: 07854 610289. Whitchurch, 
Salop. [CD]
Fordson Major Winsam cab, all body
panels and both doors complete, both
doors have latches, some glass but
mostly replaced with Perspex, good
condition, very solid. Buyer to collect,
can help load. £200 ono. Tel: 07762
712427. Derby. [CD]

IH 585/685XL cab , in good condition
and good working order. Tel: 01548
830302. Devon. [LA]

Briggs and Stratton engine, 5hp,
with pulley, works and starts well, fits
Merry tiller rotavator. £65. Tel: 01865
407920. Oxon. [CD]

Ford 3600 skid unit, call for more
info. £1,500 ono. Tel: 01652 656572.
Lincolnshire. [DEP13]

Vaderstad twin arm kit, for Carrier or
Rapid. £225 + VAT. Tel: 01673 885200.
Boccasion, Lincolnshire. [DEW113]

Titan DW 25B 38 pair of rims,
10 studs for a John Deere tractor, 
Pcd 330mm centre hole 280mm. £875
+ VAT. Tel: 01673 885200. Boccasion,
Lincolnshire. [DEW108]

Ford Super Q n/s step, four tread
type, excellent condition, original
paint, £300 + VAT ono. Tel: 07764
151082. North Yorkshire. [DEW84]

Ford front weights, thin handles, 
14 in total @ £43 each + VAT ono. Tel:
07764 151082. N Yorkshire. [DEW86]

Ford TW 39kg outer wheel weights,
14 in total (only 6 shown in picture)
£45 each + VAT ono. Tel: 07764
151082. N Yorkshire. [DEW87]

Ford Q cab head lights, x3 plus
mounting brackets in good condition.
£280 + VAT ono. Tel: 07764 151082. 
N Yorkshire. [DEW85]

Stocks AG pair of dual wheels rims,
W15-38   to suit 18.4R38 or 20.8R38
tyres. The band is 21m deep. £450.
Tel: 01673 885200. Boccasion,
Lincolnshire. [DEW109]

International obsolete parts for
Bradford built Tractors; steering box
bearings, bushes, shafts, seals, cross
shaft pegs, Transfers, track rod boots,
tractor meters, check chains, levelling
boxes, axle pins/bushes, B250,
275/414 handbrake repair kits, many
other mechanical parts. Tel: 01524
751220. Lancs. [DEW60]

Ford tractor steps, right hand side,
came off 5610. £60. Tel: 01904
470333. York. [DEW73]

Two Wico series a magnetos, one
working, other needing points £85 the
pair. Tel: 01438 813506. Datchworth,
Herts. [DE]
Ford cab parts and more, two doors
off a Q cab, no rot, £350, also, Ford
5000 weight frame, £Offers. Ferguson
spring tine complete, £200, Ransomes
PM three furrow plough, complete,
£500, PZ hay bob, need cat tines
complete, £250. Tel: 07973 796136.
Shropshire. [CD]
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New Holland combine TX34 parts,
five belts and a selection of filters, all
unused. £250 ono. Tel: 07563 634567.
Cheshire. [DEW101]

Ford top link for TW/30 Series,
original paint, excellent condition,
£350 plus Ford top link for TW/30
series, original paint, excellent
condition. £350 + VAT ono. Tel: 07764
151082. N Yorkshire. [DEW89]

Ford front weight carrier, to fit 
8210 or similar, £250 + VAT ono. Tel:
07764 151082. N Yorkshire. [DEW90]

Ford Super Q head rest, in excellent
condition, came out of 30 Series,
£150 + VAT ono. Tel: 07764 151082. 
North Yorkshire. [DEW88]

Pick up hitch to fit Manitou 526-
623. £100, collection only, South
Devon. Tel: 07793 056156. [DEW74]

IH hand brake repair kits, for
International Harvester B250, B275
and B414 tractors, 276 and 434, air
cleaner hoses, circuit breakers and
more obsolete parts for Bradford built
tractors. Tel: 01524 751220 or 07774
579609. Lancs. [DEW61]

Pick up hitch for Ford 2000/3000,
call for more info. Tel: 01652 656572.
Lincolnshire. [DEP14]

International 74 Series cylinder
head, c/w valves, no cracks. £100.
Tel: 01938 580371. Tel: 07714 
335549. Welshpool. [CDW62R]

Ford/New Holland tractor
front weights x 10. Tel: 07778
013032. Lincolnshire. [CDW100R] 

Massey Ferguson 135 dual wheel
spacers and extension bolts, £300.
Tel: 07718 897765. Forfar. [CDW90R] 

Dening cutter bar 4x fingers,
in good condition. Tel: 07543 816247. 
Northern Ireland. [CDW65R]

Ford stamped complete drawbar,
think it is off a 4000, may fit other and
is in good condition. £90 ono. Tel:
07854 610289. Shropshire. [CDP3R] 

Massey Ferguson drill discs, for 
30 Series drills, may also fit 500
Series, approx 9 unused discs.
£Offers. Tel: 01482 875282.
Cottingham. [CD]
Perkins 4108, complete, unknown
history. £POA. Tel: 01162 605141.
Leicester. [CD]
Allen Trench excavator parts, £20,
Cab parts excavator, £20, Fordson
Major advertising brochure, £30,
County tractor parts list, £50. Tel:
07718 242454. [DE]

David Brown 900 series tractor
quicke loader brackets, suitable for
david brown 990, 995 or 996 tractors
(N.B. May fit other David Brown/Case
IH tractor ranges/models too...) good
condition. £300. Tel: 07855 356468.
Carmarthen. [BCW98]

Pallet of unused parts for
Ransomes 103 and 110 ploughs,
includes short landsides, discs, legs,
mouldboard with mounting arm and
stays, coulter stalk, trip/pull handle
(for103). £75 the lot. Tel: 07976
801062. Bishop's Stortford. [BCW76]

International 275/250 front and rear
wheel weights, and front inside
bonnet weight £100 Also 10
international wafer weights and frame.
£Offers. Tel: 07841 476283 / 01363
82253. Crediton, Devon. [BCW32]

Safety frame for David Brown 780,
in good condition. £150. Tel: 07563
690271. Manchester. [BCP15]

Case 47kg weight , came off a 5150,
may suit others x 6 available. £60
each. Tel: 07957 804652. Market
Drayton. [BCW29]

Cummins 6BTA 5.9, has just been
fully rebuilt, for more info call 07543
665108. Axminster. [BCW34]

Leyland weights, x 6, £60 each slice.
Tel: 07957 804652. Market 
Drayton. [BCW30]

Set of 6 wheels weights, for 
Fordson Major, includes the two
starter weights and most nuts and
bolts. £450. Tel: 07738 951502.
Northamptonshire. [AB]

Ford weight carrier with toolbox,
good condition, will hold 10 suitcase
weights, removed from 7610, comes
with fixing bolts £100. Tel: 07913
723949. Monmouthshire. [BCW47]

Lower mounting loader bracket
only, Leyland 154, see centre of
photo. Tel: 07985 854393. 
Frodsham. [BCW18]

David Brown Cropmaster diesel
engine block, in crack free order with
all original caps, £POA, a TVO engine
block also in excellent order same as
the diesel one price crank and other
bits if requested at extra cost also
reconditioned diesel Simms starter
and flywheel if required and TVO the
same getting very rare items to find
contact. Tel: 01484 845652. West
Yorkshire. [ABW43R] 

Tarrup 307 MO/CO gearbox, good
condition, slight oil leak, offers. Tel:
07759 217851. Warrington. [ABW121R] 

John Deere 30 Series tractor top
link, suitable for John Deere 1630,
2030 or 2130 tractors (N.B. May fit
other John Deere ranges/models
too…) adjustable, CAT I/II ball ends,
good condition. £40. Tel: 07855
356468. Carmarthenshire. [ABW103R] 

Engine protection kit, to suit older
type of engine, with pull stop, call for
more info. Tel: 07793 889831.
Scunthorpe. [ABW122R]

Drott weight, weight been used on
back of loader tractor for years. £100
no VAT. Tel: 07889 896872.
Herefordshire. [ABW109R]
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Massey Ferguson link arm ends,
category 1. £30 ono. Tel: 07971
412497. Mid Devon. [CDW6R]

Leyland/Marshall front weights, set
of 8, as fitted to Harvest Gold tractors,
all in good condition. Collection
Shropshire or can put on a pallet and
wrap up. £500. Tel: 07787 823106.
Shropshire. [CDW46R]

John Deere 1,100 kg front weight,
call for more details. £1,100 + VAT. Tel:
07732 599805. Cheshire. [CDW57R] 

Land Rover Series 1 agricultural
plate/tow hitch. £250 ono. Tel: 07971
412497. Mid Devon. [CDW7R]

Ford 2/3/4/5/7000, 3Ú4 plugs to suit
loader bolt holes, also door latches,
handles weight frames and bolts. 
Tel: 07811 907317. Staffs. [BCP14R] 

Solid centre wheel, takes a 420/85
R28 tyre, 8 stud to suit MF 50B or
similar. £100 ono. Tel: 07702 325495.
Norfolk. [CDW58R]

Brackets, to fit McConnel Hy Reach
extra plus, for MF 2640, 80, 2720
ranger, and also set to fit Ford 6600
and County 6600 ranger, tractor
weights for MF 2640 -2720. £POA. 
Tel: 07502 661861. Northants. [BC]
Various David Brown parts,
990,996,880,780,885,770,950,
Implematic and Selectamatic hydraulic
pumps, gearboxes, crankshafts,
pistons, all sorts available many parts
on the shelf, give me a call we will
probably have what you need. Tel:
07543 665108. Axminster. [BC]

PTO Shaft for an IMT with a 
16 teeth gear, is there one out there?
If so please phone. Tel: 07769 824371. 
NW Scotland. [BCW99]

Marles type P3690 steering box,
for Thwaites left hand drive, 1960Õs
ish, 15cwt dumper good condition
please. Tel: 07923 897240. 
Oldbury. [ABW102R]

PUH lower bracket for a Fordson
Super Major wanted. Tel: 07870
746466. Powys. [BCW93]

Cylinder head for FE35, need a head
for a 23c 4 cylinder engine, in good
usable condition, no cracks. Tel:
07972 217054. Swindon. [KLW31R]

Leyand 4/98TT engine fitted to the
following tractors: Marshall / Leyland
282,482,802,804. Tel: 07976 686843.
York. [LAW56]

Steering wheel, for British made
M.M. model 'U.D.S.' diesel tractor. 
Tel: 01283 585258. [JKW56]

NOS cab, for a Nissan digger, could
be a 1980s model, see photo, please
call if you can help. Tel: 01625 575798.
Macclesfield. [JKW37]

Massey Ferguson 188, 4WD with four
wheel traction front axle, wheel hub
seals needed, seals are 170 mm
internal diameter. Please call
07593945692. Cambridge. [ABW7]

Original steering wheel, for 1958
Fordson Dexta, Tel: 01733 244456 
or email rogja@btinternet.com.
Peterborough. [DE]
Track chains, looking for a set, for
Kubota 191 tracked digger, details of
condition. Tel: 01502 561657.
Lowestoft. [DE]
International B250, 1958 model, 
I am after a block for one of these,
with incline injector pump, block
number 703826 R71. Tel: 00353
2521214. Co Cork, Ireland. [DE]
Fordson N standard engine or just
block not a E27N. Tel: 01484 845652.
Huddersfield. [DE]
Pair of square centre, GKN wheels
off MF 390, 16.9-34  in good
condition. Tel: 07710 482518. 
South Lincs. [DE]
Fordson Major E1A diesel engine,
complete with fly wheel and single
clutch no frost damaged engines. 
Tel: 01484 845652. Huddersfield, 
West Yorks. [DE]

Workshop Special Tools for Case IH,
Ford, New Holland tractors and for
Caterpillar D2 & D4 crawlers.
devonpoint@gmx.co.uk or 07866
367900. [CD]
Ford 5000, cab roof, doors, panels
around diesel tank or will buy full cab
if needed. Tel: 01482 875444.
Beverley, East Yorkshire. [DE]
Front crank seal installing tool, for
Case IH engines, CAS 1018.
devonpoint@gmx.co.uk
or 07866 367900. [DE]
Pick up Hitch for IH 614/634, Side
Lights for IH 634. Tel: 07734 756839.
Newcastle upon Tyne. [AB]
Spare parts for Massey Ferguson 
4 Series square baler, specifically
requiring replacement for Side plate of
pick up but whole pick up or other
spare parts/whole machine
considered. Tel: 07941 579717. 
West Midlands. [AB]
Ransomes Hi cut shares, for RND
bodies on an RSLD plough and a high
clear front axle assembly for an
International Harvester B 275 tractor.
Tel: 01502 561657. Lowestoft. [AB]
International hydro 84 parts wanted,
looking for charge pump for hydro
unit, anything considered. Tel: 07732
599805. Cheshire. [DE]
High speed rear axle for a Fordson
N also good pulley. Tel: 01484
845652. Huddersfield. [AB]
Orbritrol steering unit, for Fendt, 
255 GT, or a person that can repair it.
Tel: 07944 877405. Spalding. [CD]
Pickup hitch, Ford 7810, four wheel
drive, must be complete, cash waiting.
Tel: 07746 817058. Devon. [LA]
Double jointed flails, to suit a fisher
Humphries hedge cutter. Tel: 07543
816247. Northern Ireland. [LA]Original
steering wheel, for Nufield M4. Tel:
01437 765947 or 07899 672255.
Pembrokeshire. [LA]
Ford 3000 steering box. Tel: 01253
810454. Lancs. [LA]
Allis Chalmers ED40 dethomatic
hydraulic quadrant, complete unit,
parts of complete tractor, or one of a
kind technical person who can give
me the technical details so I can get
them made. Tel: 01248 852621.
Anglesey. [LA]
Used flails and shackles wanted, for
Bomford B577 hedge cutter, also need
collars and spacers for the same. 
Tel: 07775 867311. Anglesey. [LA]
Claas Celtis 456, parts wanted,
complete set of rear lift arms, with
rods and links, also pick up hitch, also
front weight block, all with fittings. Tel:
01725 552306. Dorset. [LA]
New Holland 276 baler PTO , short
tractor end. Tel: 01427 838292. 
Lincolnshire. [KL]
Manitou extension jib, any condition
considered. Tel: 01548 521278.
Totnes. [KL]
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Brosney multi-fuel stove, has been
for hot water and central heating
approx 90,000 B T U output , £375.
Tel: 07711 508200. S Yorks. [DEW16]

Horsch leveling board kit, for pronto
6DC £1250. Tel: 01673 885200.
Boccasion, Lincolnshire. [DEW114]

Galvanised cattle crush, 3 point
linkage brackets, floor has been
patched in 1 corner, weighing
equipment fitted but missing scales,
heavy duty crush £350 ono. Tel: 07549
420361. Reading, Berkshire. [DEW45]

Water piping, approx 50 metres,
25mm diameter, unused offers. Tel:
01482 875282. East Yorks. [DEW28]

Mangle taywil, in very good condition
working, an excellent example. 
£200 ono. Tel: 07773 467079. Chorley,
Lancs. [DEW83]

Sheep feeding equipment, an
assortment of walk through feeding
troughs and trailers all been used. 
Tel: 07588 783535. Oxford. [CDW9R] 

Goodwin concrete mixer, complete
with Lister D engine, been on the
same farm for over 50 years; all
components present, non-working
order. Would make a great restoration
project! More photos available. £190
ono. Tel: 07791 167099.
Worcestershire. [CDW52R]

Unique old coffee table solid wood
very heavy, £200 ono Chorley area.
Tel: 07741 206449. Chorley. [CDW27R] 

Fordson jack, collection only. 
£45. Tel: 01994 232893. 
Carmarthen. [CDP9R]

Galvanised water tank, almost
eleven feet long, two feet wide,
nineteen inches high, in good
condition with no leaks or rust. £50.
Tel: 07940 893034. Chelmsford. [DE]

Newark 8 diam water pumping farm
windmill, any parts for restoration
wanted, would consider complete
machine, also would like any literature
about wind pumps. Tel: 07513
262634. Grimsby. [ABP200]

Stone picking machine, tractor
driven. Anything considered, we will
collect. Tel: 01633 482619. [BC]
Kearsley of Ripon horse drawn
mower or tractor . Anything Kearsley
considered. Tel: 01845 567412. 
Yorkshire.  [LA]

Genuine Fendt chronograph watch,
brand new in packaging, stainless
steel housing with quality Seiko
mechanism, black leather strap with
green stitching, fluorescent hands and
water resistant to 10m, comes in high
quality Fendt gift tin. £110. Tel: 07976
073999. West Kent. [DEW93]

Case IH MX100 soft cushion. £11
plus post. Tel: 01939 290747.
Shropshire. [DEW65]

Ford tractor grille letters, x2 sets,
good condition, all fixings intact. 
£30 + postage. Tel: 07917 852782.
Aberdeenshire. [DEW15]

David Brown 2D original instruction
book, very good condition. £15. Tel:
01279 873401. Dunmow. [DEW32]

Fordson price list, 1963, 20 pages.
£16. Tel: 01423 733487 or 07962
891469. West Yorkshire. [DEW20]

Classic Tractor magazines and
more, twenty years of Classic Tractor
and Tractor and Machinery magazines,
in excellent condition. £50. Tel: 07785
793334. Denbighshire. [DE]

BMC plastic grille badge, comes
with fitting, 1950 – 1960. £35. Tel:
0208 3997541. Surrey. [DEP10]

Bamlett  NZ-F seedbed cultivator
leaflet, £6. Tel: 01423 733487. 

[DEW21]

Folder of Ford tractor service
bulletins, all between 1965-1969,
good condition. £20 + postage. 
Tel: 07917 852 782. 
Aberdeenshire. [DEW17]

Dinky tractors, 1950/1960, from a
collection stated twenty years ago all
very collectable and they display well
with all the drivers, will be posted out
well packed and Royal Mail tracked all
at £45 each ono. Tel: 07903 904199.
Cheshire. [DEW5]

International tractor leaflets 484 up
to Hydro 84, £48 plus postage. Tel:
01502 561657. Lowestoft. [DEP11]

Field Marshall badge, believed to be
N.O.S unfitted, call for more. £85. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [DEP3]
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Renault Series LS/SP brochure,
12 pages, £12. Tel: 07962 891469.
West Yorkshire. [DEW63]

David Brown brochure, is in very
good condition, please call me for
more info. £40. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [DEP4]

Nuffield 460 badges original, in good
condition, call for more. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [DEP5]

Ford TW Force 2 brochure, TW15,
TW25, TW35 models, 32 pages, £22.
Tel: 01423 733487 or 07962891469.
West Yorkshire. [DEW65]

Calormeter requires restoration,
call for more details. £35. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [DEP6]

Ferguson 35 pin badge, rare. 
£28. Tel: 01994 232893. 
Carmarthen. [DEP7]

Classic Tractor magazine collection,
from 2001 – current, lots of complete
years, some part years - over 
200 magazines, most in excellent
condition, including original
supplement and issue no1, buyer to
collect. Offers. Tel: 07305 062390.
Welshpool. [DE]

Dinky Fodens, 1947/55, very
collectable all dinky not Far East
imports for the collector will display
well posted out well packed and Royal
Mail tracked. £75 each ono. Tel: 07903
904199. Cheshire. [DEW8]

Various John Deere combine 
and header operator’s manuals,
1075, 1177 816 etc please contact 
for details. Tel: 07748 142030.
Scottish Borders. [DEW12]

John Deere Manual, here we have 
a rare opportunity to purchase 
a John Deere dealer combine
technical repair manual, all you need
to know for mechanical repairs on
2200 Series combines, excellent
condition. £100. Tel:  07748 142020.
Scottish Borders. [DEW13]

Dinky tractor model, a code 3 Ltd
Edition Dinky of 500 made as a
promotion for Corn Products and one
of the rare Dinky originals, fetching
high prices, displays well in the livery
of corn products ltd £125 ono will post
out tracked. Tel: 07903 904199.
Tarporley. [DEW9]

John Deere glass tankard and
coffee mug, never used, and CAP
plus 3 DVDs. £20 including postage
ono. Tel: 07583 673321. [CDW4R] 

Classic Tractor magazines, number
1, £25 ono, IH tractors, 444 – 674,
Case IH 4200, 844 – 856, 95 series,
995, 784, Hydro 84, Maxxum pro,
Maxxum MX, 955 + 1055 operators
manual. Tel: 07837 089648.
Carmarthen. [DE]

David Brown tax discs, BBX 903, 
call for more. £50. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [CDP5R]

David Brown literature,
very good condition, please call for
more. £60. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [CDP6R]

Kverneland 7510 manual in 
good condition, from 1990. 
� 45 + postage. 00353 86 3213669.
Co. Meath. [CDW83R]

Sales leaflets for early Pre Force
Ford's, 4 pages, all in fair condition.
£15 each + postage. Tel: 07917 852
782. Aberdeenshire. [CDW48R] 

Massey Ferguson 28 disc harrow
operators instruction book, good
condition £10 + postage. Tel: 07917
852 782. Aberdeenshire. [CDW49R] 

Vigzol oil keyrings, x2. £35. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [CDP7R] 

JF range brochure, 1987, 
mowers, muck spreaders, trailers,
forage harvesters, and more, 
12 pages. £10. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [CDW29R]

Massey Ferguson pocket catalogue,
1982, please call me for more 
details. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [CDP8R] 

JF Warrior 180 forager brochure,
6 pages, £12. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [CDW31R]

Claas WM165N TO WM290F mower
brochure, 8 pages. £6. Tel: 01423
733487.  West Yorkshire. [CDW33R] 

Kuhn Polycrok, Babycrok brochure,
6 pages. £6. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [CDW34R]

Under the wire book, an 
autobiography of crop spraying pilot 
Digby Goss with additional script 
by Malcolm Haywood and available
via website www. underthewire.co.uk
or by contacting Malcolm Haywood 
on 01526 853076 or 07831 828014.

[CDW25R]

Kuhn FC 250/RG-FC300/G/RG
mower conditioners brochure,
8 pages, £10. Tel: 01423 7323487.
West Yorkshire. [CDW30R]
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Dinky Fodens models, 1950/60 Dinky

and Corgi commercials. £75 each. Tel:

01829 733969. Cheshire. [CDW38R]

Guy trucks mascot, feathers in our

cap logo on the front. £150, freepost.

Tel: 07968 659967. Surbiton. [BCP2R]

JCB Fastrac 155-65 diecast model,

by Joal with original box, as new £35

+ post. Tel: 07801 199001. [BCW82R] 

JCB Fifty Years Commemorative

model pack, limited edition, original

box and certificate, as new £95 plus

post. Tel: 07801 199001. [BCW83R] 

Britain’s Ltd Farm / Autoway

models, private collector would like to

purchase a collection of, or individual,

boxed originals preferred. Tel: 07879

475484. Woodbridge. [DEW24]

Wanted Britains Farm Models . 

Tel: 07724 453250. [JKW2]

Britains Power Farm and Ford
models and sets wanted. Standard
Ford TW25 and 8730 box sets also of
interest. Interested if there are any
Power Farm ex-shop displays out 
their also, other Britain’s shop displays
also of interest. Tel: 07805 363904.
Tenbury Wells. [ABW31]

Wanted, anything E H Roberts,
Deanshanger, nameplates, cast iron
seats, spanners, catalogues, etc, top
money paid. Tel: 07958 381278.
Buckingham. [HIW54]

Old wind pump or windmill like the
picture shows, any condition
considered good price paid call. 
Tel: 01548 521278 Devon. [IJW58]

BBC Countryfile magazines, early
issues no 1 to issue 36, top cash paid,
name your price! Tel: 01434 220496.
Hexham. [DE]
Weise-toys Claas Xerion 4000 VC
tractor, preferably mint and boxed.
Tel: 01458 241343. Somerset. [CD]
John Deere 3020 1/16-scale 
model by Ertl, 1960s/early 70s issue,
must be MIB. Tel: 07941 764543.
Louth. [CD]
Wind pump windmill, any conditions
considered, please contact Robert
U'Ren. Tel: 01548 521278. Totnes. [LA]
Old classic cars and bikes, any
condition however wrecked, even
planes too, please call jonathan on
07753931874. [IJ]
Wanted Classic Tractor magazines
between January 2010 and December
2010. Tel: 07977 456125. Cornwall. [IJ]
Wanted vintage toy tractors &
implements . Tel: 01858 880036.
Lutterworth. [GH]
Universal Hobbies Fordson Dexta
1960-62 UH2898, mint and boxed.
Tel: 07770 995859 evenings.
Shropshire. [HI]
Dowdeswell Roller mower brochure
wanted, featuring the 6 foot and 
8 foot models. Main mower body
orange colour, with green top guards.
Tel: 07770 995859 evenings only
please. Shropshire. [HI]
Any of the following advertising
literature, Wickham-Poole quick hitch
transport system, James Jones
Highland forestry equipment, CoTil
cranes Barth, Hoes, Howard and
Salmon trench diggers/drainage
machinery. Tel: 01769 560634.
Email: angaengin@gmail.com. [FG]
Heritage Tractor issue 2 , print
version in good condition. Please call
Richard 01472 388825 or 07831
400051. Lincolnshire. [CD]

Zetor collectables, flyers, signs,
interested in everything.
wielmunckhof@gmail.com. Tel: 0031
655 955866. Melderslo. [BC]
Early type JCB 3 instruction book,
workshop manual, sales brochure ect,
wanted for Super Major based model.
Tel: 01765 658370 or 07845 411093.
Yorkshire. [BC]
Case Maxxum 5130 wanted,
original operators manual, please call
if you can help. Tel: 01531 822833.
mark@greenfarmseeds.com. [BC]
Old toy tractors and farm
implements wanted, please call if
you can help. Tel: 01858 880036.
Leicester. [KL]
Wanted old classic cars and
motorbikes and planes, any
condition however wrecked , 
especially Jaguar or similar. Tel: 07753
931874. [JK]
Big Farm Management magazines
of the 1970s and 80s wanted. Tel:
07718 226225. [KL]
Massey Ferguson 294C bonnet and
repair manuals, wanted used or new
old stock bonnet, repair manual and
parts manual for a Massey Ferguson
294C crawler like in the picture. 
Tel: 07891 838345. Ceredigion. [FG]
E&H Roberts Deanshanger iron
works, name plates, implement seats,
catalogues, bill headers, spanners,
etc. Tel: 01908 561434 evenings.
Milton Keynes. [GH]
Farm Mechanization and Power
farmer, bound volumes of these
magazines. Tel: 01986 785473.
Suffolk. [JK]

Wanted farm 150 + acres, mainly
arable would prefer 4+ bedroom
house and modern buildings but not
essential cash buyer most areas
considered please call. Tel: 07814
312903. Worcs. [CD]

Heavy duty 1.5m tractor transport
box, built by Arc One Engineering,
highly durable paint coating.
Reinforced steel frame comes with
Cat 1 and Cat 2 multi pins, custom
build to order, any size, any colour. Tel:
07484 876889. Axminster. [BCW149]

Land wanted, arable, pasture, 
and orchards or a mixture to metal
detect, Kent and Sussex areas,
generous fee to detect on your land,
digs held on Sundays, to find out
more, contact Medway History Finders
or request a guide for land owners at
medwayhistoryfinders.co.uk [FGW110]

4x4 wheel covers , custom made
wheel covers to advertise your
business or personal design, covers
all 4x4 vehicles, since 1985,
nationwide and Europe. Visit
www.wheelcover.com Tel: 01473
652940. [FGW154]

Character holiday cottage, sleeps 
2 in historic Middleham, ideal 
base for exploring the Yorkshire 
Dales, good selection of pubs and
tearooms serving food close by, short
breaks available all year. Owner
maintained to a high standard. 
Tel: 01969 640010. Email:
enquiries@oldcartmelcottage.co.uk
and www.oldcartmelcottage.co.uk.
Leyburn. [EFW43]

Burgess dealer decals, exact
reproduction, as fitted to many classic
tractors/machinery sold by this
companies branches, 2x decals for
£7.00 including postage. Email:
carl.kaz@live.co.uk, call/text (eves
only) 07493716090. Derbys. [CDW53]

Service and repair for Land Rovers ,
covering all models from Series 1 to
the present day, servicing 20 mile
radius of Knockholt, Nr Sevenoaks,
Kent. Please call Knockholt 4X4.
Tel: 01959 533305. [LA]
Tractor and light machinery
transport available, 7.5t beaver tail
lorry, good for loads around 4 ton.
located south England, any UK
destination considered. Tel: 07857
147746. Portsmouth. [JK]
Signs for homes, farms, business
and commercial applications
for over half a century, working only
with high quality materials, we
produce a wide range of plaques
using traditional and modern
manufacturing techniques. 
Tel: 01493 751778. [F-E125R]
Indulge Catering, provide buffets in
Edinburgh we created fresh, original
menus for wedding ceremonies,
birthdays, anniversaries, and funerals
across the North West. Your order can
be delivered directly to your door. 
zTel: 07932 008305. Edinburgh. [AB]
Haulage of all agricultural
machinery, seven days a week good
rates, no job to small, any size
tractors, special loads. Tel: 07867
306845. Tenterden. [CD]
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JCB

JCB 531.70 Agri Super , 2005, 8,000
hours, hydraulic head stock, Q-fit
head stock, hitch and air con, front
tyres at 79%, rear tyres down, road
gear (torque lock). VAT receipt. � POA.
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ8]

JOHN DEERE

John Deere 8100 , 1995/96, only done
5,900 hours, 4WD, full deck of
weights, 90% wide wheels. Mint
condition, one of a kind. VAT receipt.
Can arrange shipping worldwide.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ2]

John Deere 965 combine, good
working order, 12ft header and trolley
working in 2020, everything  working,
very original, hard to get this good,
always ideal for John Deere collection,
very useful, call text or WhatsApp  for
more pics and info. Can arrange
delivery nationwide and beyond. Tel:
(0) 86 3012930.  Co Meath. [DEW57]

MASSEY FERGUSON

Massey Ferguson 4215 , 1998, 
8 x 8 shuttle, 4,700 hours, new tyres,
will have new Rossmore loader fitted
to brackets. No VAT.  � POA. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ1]

McCORMICK

McCormick C100 Max , 2012, front
fenders, air con, air seat, manual
gearbox with manual shuttle, original
tyres at 30%, extra LED lights fitted,
hydraulic push-out hitch, 2-speed
PTO. VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [LZ1R]

NEW HOLLAND

New Holland TD5.105 , 2014, only
2,600 hours done, manual gearbox,
manual shuttle, front fenders, 105hp,
can supply loader if required, mint
tractor. VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [DZ7]

New Holland 8360 , 1999/2000, 
8,000 hours, Range Command, 
tyres at 30%, air con, 4 spools,
hydraulic push-out hitch. Very original
tractor. VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [DZ3]

New Holland T7.185 , 2016, 4,800
hours, 50k, Range Command, full
suspension, Sidewinder, 4 spools,
front links, exhaust brake, front
fenders, air brakes, air con, 3-speed
PTO, 60% tyres (can be changed to
650 if required), needs wheel rims,
painting will be done in new year,
tinted rear window, twin beacons, mint
condition. VAT receipt. � POA. Tel:
(0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors,
Co Wexford. [CZ5R]

New Holland 8560 , 1989/90, 
6,600 hours, front fender, 4 spools, 
air con, 580/70/38 tyres at 70/80%.
Very original, mint tractor. VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ4]

New Holland T7030 , 2007, 6,400 hrs,
40k Eco, Power Command, full
suspension, front fenders, front links,
air con, 4 manual spools, VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ6]

New Holland TD5050, 2008, 4,000
hours, 100hp, manual, no electrics,
good tyres, very original. No VAT.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [CZ2R]

New Holland T6030 Elite, 2012,
4,500 hours, 40k, SLE, cab and front
suspension, 4 manual spools,
hydraulic push-out hitch, air con, front
links, passenger seat, original tyres at
40%. Mint tractor. VAT receipt. � POA.
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [CZ6R]

New Holland TD5.105 , 2013/14,
2,600 hours, manual, Power Shuttle,
tyres at 80%. As new, VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ2R]

New Holland TM120 , 2006/7, 3,200
hours, Dual Command, Goodyear
tyres, 2 spools, front fenders, front
weight carrier. As new condition.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ3R]

New Holland TM135 , 2003, 8,000 hrs,
40k, Range Command, cab & front
suspension, 4 spools, front fenders,
hyd push-out hitch, 3-speed PTO, air
con, very original tractor, VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [AZ3R]

New Holland M100 , 1998, 7,700 hrs,
40k, Range Command, 4 spools, front
fenders, air con, VAT receipt, very
original tractor. � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [IZ5R]

New Holland TM125 , 2000/01,
6,500 hours, 40k, air con, front
suspension, front weight carrier, 
front fenders, VAT receipt, � POA. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [EZ10R]

New Holland TS115A SLE , 2004, cab
susp, air con, front fenders, tyres at
80%, very clean tractor, VAT receipt,
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [EZ13R]
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STEYR

Steyr CVT 6230 , 2016, 5,000 hrs, 
50k, 290hp, CVT gear box, Trelleborg
tyres at 95% 650/600, air brakes,
climate control/air con, hydraulic
push-out hitch, front links, Sidewinder
screen, passenger seat, 4-speed PTO,
twin electric mirrors,  sun roof, mid-
mount valve. As new condition, all
manuals, VAT receipt.  � POA. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [LZ3R]

Volkswagen Amarok, 2016, auto,
leather seats, back cover, tinted rear
glass, as new condition , VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [AZ5R]

Quicke X4 loader , new, US type
brackets, � POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272.
Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [DZ5]

Zuidberg front linkage , for 
New Holland T6000 or TSA. Choice of
3. VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [LZ6R]

Complete hitch for JD 6400 or similar,
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [LZ8R]

Zuidberg front links , for New Holland

T7, 185/200/210 Range Command,

front suspension, � POA. 

Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey

Tractors, Co Wexford. [LZ7R]

Rossmore FL60 loaders , in stock.

Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey

Tractors, Co Wexford. [CZ7]

Quicke X31 booms , new, choice, 

10 or 40 Series brackets available.

� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy

Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [CZ8]  

Links to suit NH 60 Series or TM ,

� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy

Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ11R]

Faucheux F20 power loader , with

New Holland bracket, � POA. Tel: (0)87

244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 

Co Wexford. [JZ10R]

Claas FL80 , boom only, � POA. Tel:

(0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors,

Co Wexford. [LZ4R]

4-leg Parrow sub-soiler , rear roller,
very tidy. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ9R] 

Farm Force 3m corn drill . In very
nice condition, VAT receipt. Contact
Paddy (0)87 257 5327. [KZ10R] 

Edlington fold-up ring roller , 
VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [IZ11R]

Kuhn 40.1 W spreader , cover,
hydraulic head, land part, all manuals
and screen (as shown), very tidy
spreader, VAT receipt. � POA. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [FZ4R]

Ford Q cab and AP front lights.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ9]

Tail lights for steel wings , Ford 5640
to 8340, new. Ring for details. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [DZ10]

Massey Ferguson 50 wings , � POA.
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ4R]

Selection of New Holland and 
Ford weights . Call for details.
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ7R]

Set of rowcrops , New Holland 
TS115 or similar, tyres at 60%. Tel:
(0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors,
Co Wexford. [CZ9]

11.2 R28 front rowcrops , 
20% tyres, VAT receipt. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ5R]

9.5 R48 rowcrops , to suit John Deere
or Massey Ferguson, � 550. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [KZ6R]

Front Carro Ford rowcrops, 11.2
R33. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [CZ10]

TYRES & WHEELS

WEIGHTS

PARTS

IMPLEMENTS

LINKS, HITCHES 
& LOADERS

OTHER VEHICLES
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Important Notices
The Editor, Publisher or Printer cannot accept any responsibility for the quality of tractors, parts or services
advertised in Classic Tractor magazine or for failure in payment, etc. Contracts are between the individuals 
concerned and no liability can be attached to Sundial Magazines Ltd or its officers. Particular attention 
should be paid by advertisers to the requirements of the Trade Description Act 1968 governing trade descriptions, especially when detailing accurate descriptions of goods offered for sale. 
The Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977 requires all advertisements by people who sell goods in the course of a bus iness to make that fact clear. 
The responsibility for this lies with the advertiser. It is a further legal requirement that when VAT is to be charged, it is m ade clear whether VAT is included in the price shown or not.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM

CONDITIONS
FREE ADVERTISEMENT OFFER APPLIES TO PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. MAXIMUM OF TWO ISSUES, 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF SPACE.TRADE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED AT £5 + VAT FOR UP TO 50 WORDS.
TRADE PHOTOS £30 + VAT. PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE EXCLUDED IF CONSIDERED UNSUITABLE 
FOR ANY REASON. WE REGRET WE CANNOT RETURN PHOTOGRAPHS. NO RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE ACCEPTED 
FOR ERRORS OR THE NON-APPEARANCE OF ADVERTISEMENTS.

I wish to place the following classified advertisement in the next 1 � or 2 � issue(s) of Classic Tractor

To appear under the heading of: 

� OTHER (please specify) ..................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tel: No: ...........................................................................  Town ............................. ...................................................................

I enclose my cheque/PO for £ ............................... (payable to Classic Tractor) 

OR, I wish to pay by  �          �        
Card number ............................................................... Start date or issue no...........

Expiry date................. Signature...............................................................................

Name...........................................................................

Address .......................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

......................................Postcode...............................

Tel. No. ........................................................................

Email ...........................................................................

� TRACTORS FOR SALE � TRACTORS WANTED � PARTS FOR SALE
� PARTS WANTED � IMPLEMENTS FOR SALE � IMPLEMENTS WANTED

TRACTOR TRADER CLASSIFIED FORM
PRIVATE advertisers: up to 50 words FREE. 
Photographs are FREE. Multiple entries accepted subject to space.
TRADE advertisers: £5 + VAT for up to 50 words per insertion. Photographs £30 + VAT each.
Post your ad or e-mail to: classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk 
Free advertisement details cannot be taken over the phone.

Make sure you fill in all relevant
parts of the form and

please write/print VERY clearly.

FREE ADS!
FREE PHOTO!

PRIVATE ADS ARE FREE!!
There’s no better place to advertise than the
TRACTOR TRADER classified pages in
CLASSIC TRACTOR . 
And remember, private adverts are FREE
and you can also have a FREE picture.
Complete the form below and post it to us with 
your photograph, email your advertisement to 
classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk or place your advert online at
www.classictractormagazine.co.uk

If required, your photo (Jpeg only) should be sent as an attachment
to your email message. In addition to the wording required,
please provide your full name and address (not for publication).

CASE

Case IH 785 4WD with loader, 4900

hours, 90% tyres, gwo with V5.

£6000+VAT ono. North Yorkshire, tel

01723 512756 or 07984 332680
[HInW37]

Case-IH 1255XL, 1987, 5000h very

nice to use or to keep £9999. Tel

01673 844 200 www.boccasion.com

[HnW2]

um 5130, 1993, K-reg,

Case IH 1394, 2WD, 1986, only 2800

hours, standard gearbox, 16.9 x 34

rear tyres, 10.00 x 16 front tyres, new

brakes fitted, very tidy regularly

serviced tractor. One owner from new

£3950 + VAT. Tel: 077177 31744. Co.

Down

[GnW21]

Case CX90 4wd, 2000, c/w joystick,

loader and shuttle, very good

condition, only £13,900 + VAT. Tel:

01352 700395. Cheshire.
[Hn]

Case IH 685, F reg, in very good

order, 3,900 hrs, many new parts

fitted, shuttle box, 540/1000 PTO,

good tyres 80% £5,200 ONO No VAT

Tel 07773 426963 Blythbridge 
[HnP68]

COUNTY

County 1 124 tractor with or without

winch. Front hydraulic arms

fitted.Good condition. Any trial. Price

£5,250 + VAT. Tel 01746 785615

(Shropshire).
[HInW24]

County Brockhouse 11F torque

converter, OSE 805P, Farmhand F12

loader, pallet fork, grain bucket, dung

fork. working condition. Realistic offers

invited for this rare model. May

exchange for teleporter. Detailed

photos by email from

jockscott@broombankfarm.co.uk. Tel:

01667 454830 Highland [HInW23]

County 4600 Four , registered

4/2/1977, R reg,.power steering, pick

up hitch. £5,500 + VAT. Patrick

Edwards Ltd,. Tel: 01367 810259 Mob:

549
[HnW19]

County 1 164, R reg. A clean good

example, with all doors and glass.

Drives very well, mechanically sound.

With V5. No back arms. No leaks, no

rot in cab. £6000. 01686 670 713.

Powys.

[HInP3]

County Crawlers , choice of three, in

need of restoration. £POA. Tel: 01291

673274. Usk.
[Hn]

County 1 184, long wheelbase model,

new tyres, good condition. POA. Tel:

07816 376110. Aberdeenshire. [Hn]

County 7700 - four , 5,500 hours,

4WD, 4 cylinder turbo, same as Ford

7700, good condition, offers. Tel:

07845 889863. Dumfrieshire [GHn]

County James Jones Highland

Bear , runner, £2,600 or swap for

Roadless Major. Tel: 07818262081.

Darlington
[GHn]

DAVID BROWN

David Brown 1690 4WD, X-reg,

16.9x38 rears, 14.9x24 fronts. Tidy,

£5000 ono. Herefordshire. Tel 01989

780316.

[Hn]

David Brown Selectamatic 990 ,

excellent condition, power steering, no

rust. Ready for work or play. L.

Stoddart, Cumbria. Mobile tel 07941

28
[HInP37]

TRACTORS

FOR SALE
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Post this coupon to: Classified Ads, Sundial Magazines Ltd, 
17 Wickham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 5JS
or e-mail your ad to: classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk

Sundial Magazines (publisher of Classic Tractor magazine) would like to
keep you updated about the latest offers, products and services. To receive
these please tick the box. You can unsubscribe at any time �



Prior to self-combusting, this 
Deutz-Fahr AgroXtra 4.47 had been 
in daily use, feeding 200 cows in 
Cornwall. Its replacement, a six-pot 
AgroXtra 6.07, hasn’t missed a beat 
and is an “absolute beast”, reports 
Thomas Laity.       

How do you move three bales 
when the grab attachment on your 
tractor’s loader is only meant to 
carry two? Well, as this operator 
discovered, it is possible, albeit 
to the detriment of visibility. 
Photo: John Boland.   

This Fordson Major ran away 
down a hill at Slaidburn in 
Lancashire 25 years ago, says Jamie 
Smith.  Incredibly, after coming 
to rest, it showed no signs of its 
head-on brush with a stone wall. 
Majors are hard to break.  

The operator of the JCB that’s 
having a lie down only had himself 
to blame after putting his machine 
off road while travelling a little 
too fast down this farm track. 
Cue what must have been a 
sheepish call for help.      

Readers’ Pictures Calamity Corner

Your chance to share your pictures of farming machines in 
trouble. Send us a picture and tell us what happened, and 
we’ll do the rest. Each ‘Mishap of the Month’ wins £20!

MACHINERY
MISHAPS

146 CLASSIC TRACTOR   April 2021 mishaps@classictractormagazine.co.uk 

E-mail your pictures to:

1

1 3

2 4

MISHAP

OF THE

MONTH

Fire has sadly claimed another victim, in this Case, 
pardon the pun, a Maxxum MX owned by the Singleton 
family from Lancashire. An electrical fault is thought to 

have caused the fire that ravaged this poor Maxxum. 

44

2

3





Built by the leading UK agricultural safety specialists. Ensuring 
compliance across your farm, estate or rural business, at the 
touch of a button. Create an account at www.meritcheck.co.uk 

 www.meritcheck.co.uk  |  info@meritcheck.co.uk  |  0808 1963 737

MeritAgCheck 
The Farm Safety App

Features include:
€ Over 200 customisable daily checklists  

for machinery

€ Add any training completed by team members

€ Record servicing, maintenance and 
inspections on machinery

€ Monitor LOLER and Trailer Brake Testing

€ An Essential version •free forever•

Coming soon to MeritAgCheck:
€ Access to Risk Assessments 

€ Print and export any reports completed

€ Access to Lone Working Processes

€ Individual teams as departments

Start your 30-day free trial now!


