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There’s a very good chance your 
classics are worth more now than they 
were this time last year.
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WITH A BIT OF LUCK this issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR will be dropping on 
doormats and hitting the shops just before Christmas. If for some reason your 
subscription copy of CLASSIC TRACTOR hasn’t arrived by then, don’t worry. You 
can be rest assured it left us on time and will be on its way to you, although delivery times may be stretched 
due to the the current pressure on the postal system. Thanks for your patience. 

This is the final editor’s Welcome of the year and what a year it has been. It would be all too easy to dwell 
on the negatives of what has been a very challenging time. Instead, let’s try and think of some of the positives 
that have come out of 2020. For a start, there’s a very good chance your classics, whether you use them for 
work, play or both, are worth now more than they were this time last year. 

Those who have been fortunate enough to retain their jobs and livelihoods have, in the absence of being 
able to travel long distances, attend events or take holidays, etc, been staying at home and spending the 
money they’ve been saving on hobbies and treats. Consequently, there’s been a real uplift in the value of 
good quality classics. If you think your tractors have appreciated in value during this period, don’t forget 
to contact your insurer and increase the level of cover on your policy. You can read more about the current 
under-insurance phenomenon on pages 65-70. 

As for some of the other positives from 2020, well, workshops and yards have been tidied, longer-term 
projects and shorter-term lockdown specials have been completed, and as a rule there’s been much more time 
for home- and farm-based machinery maintenance and hobby activities. Online machinery auctions have been 
embraced and even if you’ve not been bidding, it’s been interesting to watch them unfold. So not all bad from 
that perspective. 

In closing, on behalf of the entire team at CLASSIC TRACTOR, we would like to thank you, our readers, 
for your incredible support during this pandemic-affected year. We’ve been determined to make sure you 
get your monthly ‘classic’ fix, come what may, and it seems you’ve been determined not to miss it. We look 
forward to bringing you more great classics in 2021. Have a really special Christmas and New Year. 

  

     Rory Day
Editor: editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk   Website: Classictractormagazine.co.uk

*UK only by direct debit
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Made in Germany 

Fendt Favorit 600 Series tractors were never that common in the UK in 

the early 1980s, this being at a time when the prestige German brand 

was very much a niche player in the market. So to find a pair of original 

import Favorits in the same ownership, and also with consecutive 

registration numbers, is very unusual. That�s just what Pete Small has 

been to see at Brechin in Angus. 

Above right and below: Ian and William 

Christie�s Favorit 612 LS, left, and Favorit 

610 LS, are both original imports. They 

were sold new by dealer H. Mackintosh & 

Son of Forfar, Angus, in 1984. They went 

to different customers, but 

received consecutive 
A-plate registrations.

PLATE MATES

TRACTORS WITH CONSECUTIVE  

registration numbers were once a common sight 

in agriculture, especially in the 1960s and 70s. 

Often, following a good year, some farms, especially 

larger ones, would renew their tractor fleet en masse.      

By the 1980s, following a tightening of belts and 

a trend towards fewer, larger tractors, this multi-

machine purchasing practice became less common. 

One of the places you still saw tractors with consecutive 

registrations were in dealers� yards, but these machines 

would usually head off to different buyers.  

Time moves on and finding two 1980s tractors 

with consecutive registrations, but from very 

different ownership backgrounds, is now quite 

unusual. It is even more of a feat when the tractors 

are not from a volume seller such as MF, Ford, DB 

or IH, but the prestige German brand of Fendt. 

It has to be remembered that despite its current 

proliferation, Fendt was very much a niche 

brand in the UK 40 years ago.  

The two tractors in question, 

a two-wheel drive Fendt 

Favorit 610 LS and 

a four-wheel 
drive Favorit 

612 LS, both on 1984 �A� plates, are owned by the 

father and son team of Ian and William Christie from 

Burghill, near Brechin in Angus. Both men are well-

versed in the German marque as Ian currently drives 

a Fendt 828 Vario on a local farm and his son William 

works for the local Fendt dealer, Ross Agri Services 

Ltd, based at St. Cyrus, near Montrose. Over the 

years, Ian has driven a Fendt 716, 718, 820 and 724, 

all Varios, as well as his current 828 Vario, using them 

for a wide variety of operations, including ploughing, 

drilling and at one time spraying. His employer�s 

working tractors are often used to haul the Christies� 

pair of classic Fendts to events throughout the area 

during the summer months.

William has worked for Ross Agri Services, 

mainly in its workshop, since leaving school in 2007. 
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50070
Water Pump

£74.99

50147
Water Pump

£89.99

5332
Radiator
£249.00

9036
Fan Belt (10mm x 1150mm)

£4.04

5291
Radiator
£175.00

5327
Radiator
£140.00

6092
Radiator Cap

£4.50

6114
Water Pump

£120.00

8366
Engine Overhaul Kit

(Ford BSD444T)
£325.00

6316
Oil Pump
£192.00

6318
Water Pump (With A/C)

£108.00 50601
Starter Motor

£115.00

1300
Water Pump and Pulley

£44.99 6270
Water Pump

£34.99
6109

Water Pump
£110.00

FSK623
Filter Service Kit

£63.00

7298
Fuel Injector

£49.99

8797
Track Rod End

£75.00 6317
Oil Pump
£92.00

50347
Fuel Filter (Spin On)

£8.50

7339
Cylinder Head

£199.00 7570
Rocker Assembly 

(4 Cylinder)
£68.00

8383
Head Gasket Set 
(Perkins A4.318)

£29.99

1918
Foot Throttle Cable 

(2310mm)
£16.64

20301
Turbocharger

£339.00
50485

Alternator (90 Amps)
£165.00

8222
Fuel Pump (Primer)

£45.00

5405
Heater Plug

£9.90

8700
Oil Pump
£40.00

7376
Short Engine 

A4.248 (Lip Seal)
£1,199.00

8379
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(A4.318 Engine)
£249.99

50465
Starter Motor

£105.00

FORD 7610 FORD TW NEW HOLLAND 
6640

MF698MF590MF390 MF3080

2248
Wheel Rim (8.00 x 16)

£45.00

6031
Hydraulic Pump 

(Dynamatic)
£274.01

1932
Foot Throttle Cable (990mm)

£19.99

2739
Front Grille

£220.00

5465
Stop Control Knob

£3.50

8673
Balancer Frame (6 Hole)

£299.00 8709
Oil Pump
£75.00

50264
Thermostat Housing Gasket

£3.99

6065
Power Steering Pump 

(Dynamatic)
£296.83

8791
Track Rod Assembly

£86.00

50228
Wiper Blade (20" / 510mm)

£3.99

3225
Silencer
£68.00

1961
Engine Stop Cable (960mm)

£9.99

FSK604
Filter Service Kit

£57.25

1908
Handbrake Cable (1405mm)

£22.641998
Levelling Box

£115.00

54062
Headlight (RH/LH) - LH Dip

£15.00

92015
Clutch Kit (With Bearings)

£219.00

12217
Cab Glass 

(Lower Rear Window)
£42.04

54003
Rear Lamp - Long (Pair)

£35.00

7194
Power Steering Pump

£149.99

8671
Injection Pump

£349.00

4719
Hydraulic Pump

£195.008704
Ford 7610 Force II Decal Set

£34.99

FSK716
Filter Service Kit

£99.00

5497
Brake Master Cylinder

£99.00

15060
Gas Stay - Door
(215mm Length)

£8.49

1915
Clutch Control Cable  
(434mm / 692mm)

£44.00

58640
Axle Housing (RH)

£225.00

30000
Exhaust Elbow

£64.00

6342
Seal Kit (Orbital Unit)

£16.508178
Guard Assembly Shield

£25.00

50488
Bottom Gasket Set

£28.00

8388
Drop Arm Assembly (LH)

£87.50

15032
Cab Handle 

(Outer RH & LH Lockable)
£23.90

50475
Hitch Pick Up Cable

(745mm length)
£29.00

4239
Levelling Box

£79.20

3896
Silencer Vertical Oval

£79.00

50453
Alternator (70 Amps), 

2 Bolt Fitting, 
Pulley Ø 90mm

£88.00

20007
Grille (With Light Holes)

£42.00

50349
Fuel Sender Unit

£30.00

42002
Heavy Duty Top Link 

(Cat. 2/28mm) 
with Knuckle & Hook Ends

£150.00

15034
Cab Handle (Inner LH)

£50.36

2110
Front Grille

(650mm Short Version)
£59.00

4047
Check Chain Assembly

£19.00

5270
Starter Motor

£89.99

50277
Fuel Pump

£25.00

6847 / 6848
Head Light LH / Head Light RH

£18.00

332001310
Clutch Main Plate

£230.00

1590
Inner Air Filter

£36.00

5080
MF390 Decal Set

£15.00

2504
Frame (Rear Window)

£98.00

5984
Brake Slave Cylinder

£38.00

50446
Fuel Cap
£12.75

54008
Front Light - Pair 
(Super Q Cab)

£29.00

2493
Door Frame (LH)

£175.00
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Neew HollandNew Holland TM120 
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6118
Water Pump Assembly

(Gear Driven)
£115.00

7602
Radiator
£219.99

8706
Water Pump

£55.00

FSK527
Filter Service Kit

£74.50

1416
Water Pump

£189.00

53185
Head Gasket Set

£34.99

8528
Water Pump

£47.50

8714
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(D358 Engine)
£330.00

55023
Fuel Lift Pump

£62.00

8799
Engine Overhaul Kit - 

Perkins 1006.6 (Blue Engine)
£390.00

8800
Engine Overhaul Kit 

(D246 Engine)
£230.00

8705
Oil Pump
£145.00

50415
Track Rod End

£37.40

1442
Piston, Pin & Clips

£34.99

1350
Oil Pump
£62.00

8712
Oil Pump
£135.00

FSK520
Filter Service Kit

£44.50

370003510
Damper
£410.00

FSK625
Filter Service Kit

£65.10

55014
Fuel Lift Pump

£24.00

55024
Fuel Lift Pump

£24.99

50813
Brake Master Cylinder

£119.00

8494
Fuel Filter

£12.75

50277
Fuel Pump

£25.00

8010
Track Rod End

£21.00

8708
Exhaust Elbow

£55.00

50810
Brake Valve Booster

£395.00

1510
Fuel Injector

£30.00

1930
Hand Throttle Cable (940mm)

£18.88

2537
Power Steering 

Cylinder Assembly
£190.00

50471
Starter Motor

£135.00

2545
Blower Switch

£25.00

3224
Silencer Pipe

£24.00

6790
Starter Motor

£119.00

C0239
Clutch Main Plate

£92.50

50443
Fuel Cap Lockable

£11.75

50526
Steering Joint (LH/RH)

£28.00

9038
Alternator (45 Amps) 

£59.00

6027
Hydraulic Pump

£190.00

1549
Orbital Steering Unit

£210.00

6867
Orbital Steering Unit

£199.00

8378
Brake Disc (Friction)

£29.50

10677
XL Series Floor Mat (6 Cylinder)

£178.50

50452
Alternator (70 Amps)

£97.50

9139
Rubber Boot (Gear Lever)

£3.90

1965
Hitch Pick Up Cable (1780mm)

£48.60

6040
Hydraulic Pump (Dynamatic)

£178.95

1980
Badge (Front Grille)

£9.00

5268
Starter Motor

£115.00

54013
Headlight (Pair)

£54.99

9910
John Deere 50 Series Decal Set

£34.50

633112910
Clutch Kit (With Bearings)

£495.00

92084
Rear Window Hinge
*Fits Super Q Cab only*
£89.00

TM SERIES DECAL SETS

SUPER Q CAB WINDOW HINGE

80277
TM115 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80278
TM120 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80279
TM120 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80280
TM125 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80281
TM130 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80282
TM130 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80283
TM135 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80284
TM140 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80285
TM140 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80286
TM150 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80287
TM155 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80288
TM155 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80289
TM165 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80290
TM175 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80291
TM175 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00

80292
TM190 Decal Set (LH & RH)
£49.00
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pressure was on to safely gather 140 acres. During 
a chat over lunch, I was invited back later in the 
year when things would be quieter, to find out more 
about the family business, its machinery history and 
its immaculate fleet.  

The history of the family 
on the farm dates 
back 75 years, to 
when Derek’s 

Fleet Profi le   

MOST PEOPLE INVOLVED in 
agriculture would probably agree that 
dairying is the most time consuming of 

all farming practices. It involves early morning starts, 
late evening finishes, and every hour in-between is 
taken up for 365 days a year.      

It seems hard to imagine that anyone could 
combine those long hours with other occupations, 
but Derek Little and his sons Kevin and Nigel, from 
east Cumbria, do just that. In addition to their dairy 
herd, they operate a busy earthmoving business, 
while Kevin also designs and builds the specialised 
trailers the family use to transport their excavators.  
It doesn’t stop there, because they also help out their 
neighbours at silage time. It really makes you wonder 
how they find the time to keep their Ford and New 
Holland tractor fleet in such immaculate condition.

My first visit to their farm came in mid-July after 
an invitation from John Marston, a salesman at 
New Holland dealership Lloyd at Carlisle. His classic 
combination of a Ford 7810 and a New Holland 719 
forage harvester was getting a workout on the farm, 
and together with a Ford 6600 on trailer duty was 
recreating a silage scene of the late 1980s (CLASSIC 
TRACTOR October 2020). The Little family were 
also busy harvesting their second cut silage crop, 
and with wet weather forecast for the next day, the 

Running a 300-acre dairy farm is a tall order at the best of times, but the Little family manage to combine that 
demanding task with other off-farm activities, while at the same time keeping up the immaculate appearances 
of their all-blue fleet of tractors. David Winthrop has been finding out more about this industrious family 
business and its meticulously-maintained machines. 

Below: This 2003 New Holland FX40 self-
propelled forage harvester, a pristine 
example with just 1800 hours on the clock, 
has been a key member of the Little fleet 
since 2015. It is joined here by the family’s 
equally-fresh New Holland TS115 turbo 
and T7.200.

parents, Robert and Irene, initially rented the 322-
acre fell farm. In 1968, when the opportunity arose 
to buy the farm, they took it. Today, the farm is 
run by Derek and his sons Kevin and Nigel. Nigel’s 
young sons, Josh and Harry aged five and three 
respectively, are already showing a keen interest 

and will hopefully continue the family farming 
tradition well into the future. 

The area isn’t suited to 

8 CLASSIC TRACTOR  February 2021

SMART STRATEGY
The Little Family



Above and inset: Since its arrival in 
February 2019, this superb 1998 New 

Holland 7840 turbo has rowed-up 1000 
acres of silage and haylage. Following 

a thorough refurb it now looks as 
good as new.

Right: Described as a ‘jack of 
all trades’, this handy 2003 

New Holland TS100 is used for 
jobs such as bale wrapping and 

feeder wagon work. Its compact 
four-cylinder dimensions 

and manoeuvrability are an 
advantage for these tasks. growing cereals, so the farm is all down to grass. 

The family milk over 100 Holstein Friesian cows, 
and they also rear young stock and beef followers. 
A yearly total of 300 acres of chopped silage is taken 
over two cuts, with a further 50 acres of round bale 
silage being made to top up the winter feed.  

The Little family have always operated tractors 
from Fordson, then Ford and now New Holland, and 
apart from one deviation in the early 1970s they’ve 
remained loyal to the blues. Derek’s early memories 
of farm machinery go as far back as a pair of Fordson 
Diesel Majors, both supplied from County Motors of 

Carlisle, and both 
fitted with 

Lambourn weather cabs. They carried out all the 
tractor work in the late 1950s through to the start 
of the 1970s.

 “The farm has always made its own silage, when 
many others in the area were still just making hay,” 
he says. “As a teenager it was my job to operate one 
of the Majors with an in-line Martin-Markham flail 
harvester with a 3t trailer in tow. With the second 
Major operating a Mil trip buckrake at the clamp, 
it took a day to harvest about six acres, and 
a fortnight to gather the whole crop.”

A change of colour came when Robert purchased 
a four-year-old Nuffield 10/60 in 1970 to replace one 
of the now-aging Fordsons, but a bigger change 
occurred in 1975 when the remaining Major was 
traded in for the farm’s first brand new tractor, 
a Ford 5000.  

“Dad was originally going to order a new Ford 
5000, but was told by Lloyds’ salesman there would 
be an 18-month waiting list,” says Derek. “However, 
in the showroom there was a cancelled order that 
had a deluxe cab, auto pick-up hitch and power 

Implement 
armoury 

Pottinger Novacat 301/302 
front/rear mowers, Pottinger 
Novacat 301/John Deere 1365 
mowers, Krone Swadro 800/26 
twin-rotor rake, Marshall QM11 
11t silage trailers (x3), Fraser 
M13T 8.5t silage trailer, McHale 
F540 round baler, McHale 
991BC bale wrapper, 
Kverneland three-furrow 
reversible plough.

 February 2021  CLASSIC TRACTOR 9
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steering, so rather than wait, he purchased that for 
£3300.  

“I remember the day it arrived at the farm like 
it was yesterday,” he adds. “The 5000 was classed 
as a big tractor in the area and it was a world away 
from our previous machines. As a 20-year old, I felt 
so proud we owned it – we were the envy of the 
neighbourhood.”

In 1976, Robert acquired a new Ford 3600 with 
a Duncan cab, while a second-hand Ford 4000 loader 
tractor replaced the Nuffield 10/60. After eight years 
on the farm, the Ford 5000 was traded-in for a new 
Ford 6610, and around the same time the New 
Holland 339 double-chop harvester was upgraded to 
a New Holland 719 precision chop machine.  

“The 339 wasn’t a great success,” recalls Derek. 
“It was a noisy machine and hardly any quicker than 
our old single-chop flail harvester. But the 719 was 
a huge improvement, both in terms of output and 
the quality of silage it produced. It was also much 
quieter, with electric spout controls in the cab 

a haybob on the 4610 before clamping the silage 
with it using a push-off buckrake.” 

The 4610 was also used for yard scraping before 
in-house units were fitted, but it remains active and 
now pushes silage in the passageways and beds 
down with a Teagle straw chopper. Considering its 
type of work, the 4200-hour Ford 4610 is in really 
good shape for its 33 years. Aside from a little 
surface rust, the paint on the Duncan cab and panels 
is still bright and all the decals, including the ones 
applied by supplier Lloyd, are still intact. A new short 
motor was fitted in 2004, but the rear tyres, namely 
Goodyear 16.9 x 30s, are the originals. All things 
considered, this is a superb example of its type.

In 2005, the family acquired a splendid four-year 
old New Holland TS115 turbo. The TS115, showing 
1700 hours at the time, was bought to drive a JF FCT900 
trailed forager. Now, 15 years later and with 6300 hours 
on its clock, the TS115 is still a very active member of the 
fleet and looks just as good, if not better, than the day 
it arrived. Pushing out around 125hp, the six-cylinder 
TS115 turbo is a powerful but compact workhorse that 
can turn its hand to many tasks.  

“It’s possibly the most versatile machine on the 
farm,” says Nigel.  “It has enough grunt for both PTO 

Below: The Little family’s impressive 
line-up of six-cylinder New Holland modern 
classics, all in fabulous condition, consists 
of, from left, a T7.200 (2013), TM190 (2006), 
8560 (1998), TS115 turbo (2001) and 7840 
turbo (1997).

rather than having to be operated by a handle.”
The Ford 6610 was replaced a few years later by 

a more powerful two-wheel drive Ford 7610 Force 
II with a Super-Q- cab, which was followed in 2001 
by a Ford 7810, the farm’s first four-wheel drive and 
six-cylinder tractor. 

Today, the current eight-strong Ford and New 
Holland tractor fleet includes five six-cylinder 
modern classics and a trio of handy sub-100hp 
machines. There is also an immaculate 17-year-old 
self-propelled forage harvester and that invaluable 
aid to the stockman, a telescopic handler. 

To describe this fleet as immaculate seems 
almost an understatement, as many of the machines 
could almost pass for brand new. The oldest tractor 
in the current line-up, and the last that was bought 
new, is an E-registered Ford 4610 Force II that arrived 
in August 1987. Rather than opt for the Sekura LP/AP 
cab, Derek instead chose the Ford-approved Duncan 
D870 Supercab. 

“At the time, the farm had a number of older 
buildings with restricted access,” he explains. “With 
the Duncan cab removed, the 4610 and its Tanco 978 
front loader were ideal for working in the confines of 
the cattle cubicles. In the summer, we rowed-up with 

Below: This 2006 New Holland TM190 joined the Little family in 2019, becoming 
their most powerful tractor in the process. It has clocked a total of 4250 hours at an 

average of just 300 hours per year. It is rated as excellent for transport work.
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Left: The immaculate condition of this New 
Holland 8560, which the Little family acquired 
and refurbished in 2012, defies its 22 years. 
Its 750rpm economy PTO makes it very frugal 
on fuel when pumping slurry or baling silage 
with a McHale F540 round baler

Above: This 2001 New Holland TS115 turbo 
has been with the Littles since 2005. It used 

to be their main tractor and spent 10 seasons 
driving a JF trailed forager. Its six-cylinder 

engine, fitted with an aftermarket turbo, has 
clocked 6300 trouble-free hours.

and trailer work, but is also light enough for slurry 
umbilical duties, when it operates on LGP tyres.”

Although there have been many concerns 
about the reliability issues of aftermarket turbo 
conversions, this particular tractor has served the 
family well.  

“In all the years we’ve owned the TS115, it’s given 
us no trouble whatsoever,” notes Nigel. “Apart from 
new tyres and regular servicing, it has cost us nothing.”

In 2008, an equally-smart New Holland TS100 
joined the fleet as a replacement for the Ford 
7610, which had developed a porous block. The 
five-year-old TS100 had covered 2500 hours when 
it arrived via local dealer Lloyd. 

The compact four-cylinder tractor is described as 
a jack-of-all-trades by Derek.  

In the past it mowed with a Kidd Clipper 240 and, 
fitted with dual wheels, rolled the spring pastures 
and undertook other top work. With its compact 
dimensions, the 6200-hour TS100’s manoeuvrability 
makes it ideal for working around the yard with 
a Strautmann tub feeder, as well as wrapping bales 
in the summer. It also ploughs about 20 acres a year 
with a Kverneland three-furrow reversible as part of 
the process of establishing new leys. 

New Holland’s 60 Series tractors had a relatively 
short production run from 1996-2000, but these 
well-respected machines are still held in high esteem 
today. With numbers now a little thinner on the 
ground and the youngest being 20 years old, good 
examples are highly sought after.  

The Littles’ New Holland 8560 
is again in exceptional condition 
and could almost be described as 
‘as-new’. Kevin bought the S-plate 
tractor from a Northumbrian straw 
merchant in 2012. The engine in 
the 7500-hour New Holland was 
very healthy, but the bonnet was 
blistered with the heat from the 
exhaust manifold.  

“We sent the bonnet off 
to Chris Tolley, a local spray 
painter,” explains Kevin, “and it 
came back looking so good that 
it made the rest of the tractor 
look shabby.” 

As a result, the family 
decided to spray the cab, 
wings and chassis, which 
explains why their 8560 looks 
absolutely superb. This tractor’s main tasks are 
haulage work, slurry pumping and round baling 
with a McHale F540. Its 750rpm economy PTO 
makes it very economical on fuel. A tyre upgrade 
to 650/65R38 rears and 540/65R28 fronts has made 
a tremendous difference on the road. During a recent 
dyno test, the 8560 produced a feisty 180hp at the 
shaft, so it’s clearly in very good health. 

Going self-propelled 
The Little family haven’t always been involved in the 
dairy sector. While many farmers have left the dairy 
industry in the past decade or so, the Littles went the 
opposite way and entered the sector six years ago.  

This meant not only a big change to their farming 
policies, but it also had a sizable impact on their 
silage harvesting set-up. At the time, their New 
Holland TS115 turbo and JF forager combination had 
10 successful seasons under its belt, but more output 
was required in order to produce top quality silage 
from the early growth.  

That has certainly been achieved since the arrival 
of a magnificent New Holland FX40 self-propelled 
forage harvester in 2015. Supplied by Lancashire 
specialist D. & G. M. Cowking of Clitheroe, the 
mint 2003 New Holland FX40 was a considerable 
investment, but a worthwhile one. 

“It was a substantial outlay for a farm of our 
size, but it has proven to be a good investment,” says 
Derek. “The expense has certainly been worthwhile as 
the goal of greater output has not only been achieved, 
but surpassed. With two front-and-rear mowing 
outfits working in tandem followed by a twin-rotor 
rake gathering 30ft of grass to 
feed its appetite, the FX40 
can clear 150 acres in a 
day and a half.” 

Kevin, who 
operates the New 
Holland FX40, 
adds:  “The 
p e r f o r m a n c e 
in the field is 

outstanding, with the workrate being more than three 
times that of our previous trailed harvester. Even on 
fairly short runs, the FX easily keeps our four silage 
trailers busy and we can ensile a quality crop in a 
matter of days.”  

With the increase in foraging capacity, along 
with more excavation work, it was time to expand 
the tractor fleet. A three-year-old New Holland 
T7.200 duly joined the Little family line-up in 
February 2017. This ex-contractor machine 
had done a fairly-high 5800 hours, but it was in 
immaculate condition. 

“The previous owner had really looked after the 
T7.200 and kept it well-maintained,” explains Nigel, 
“so the fact it had fair a bit of mileage under its belt 
didn’t concern us.  Also, we knew its driver well and 
he had a reputation for taking care of his machines.” 



Left: The youngest tractor on the farm, 
arriving second-hand in 2017, is an ex-
contractor 63-plate New Holland T7.200. 
Despite its 8300 hours, like all the other 
machinery on the farm it is in factory 
fresh condition. 
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The T7.200, now with 8300 hours on the dial, 
is possibly the busiest tractor on the farm. It mows in 
the summer, but spends most of the rest of its time on 
road work, excelling in this role. 

The year 2019 saw two further additions to the 
fleet. The first, in February of that year, was a late-
model New Holland 7840 turbo in SLE spec. While 
mechanically in fine health, the newcomer was a little 
scruffy round the edges.  

“We could see past the cosmetics to what was 

mechanically a very sound tractor that would fit in very 
well with our existing fleet,” says Kevin. He tackled 
the chassis, while the panels and wheels were sent 
off for refurbishment to local firm J. E. Foster, based 
at Longtown. The end result was a success and has left 
the resplendent 7840 looking as good as new.  

According to Nigel, the 7840 is possibly now his 
family’s best-looking tractor. “It also has a lovely 
engine and will probably prove to be one of our 
shrewdest investments,” he notes. 

His father Derek also speaks very highly of the 
refreshed New Holland 7840. 

“It’s a nicely-balanced tractor, very stable on 
the steeper pastures, comfortable and very easy to 
operate,” he says. 

The back end of 2019 saw the fleet being further 
bolstered by a minter of a New Holland TM190. 

Although the TM190 was not a particularly popular or 
prevalent model in Cumbria, mainly on account of its 
size and also because early examples had transmission 
reliability problems, by the time this 2006 model had 
been built, these issues had been ironed out.

This stunning example has had a very positive 
impact. Pushing out a massive 240hp, it makes light 
work of mowing silage and is an ideal tractor for 
hauling excavators. 

“The Power Command transmission, with its high 
19th gear and 50kph top speed, is perfect for transport 
work,” says Kevin. “Also, the ride is excellent as the 
TM is fitted with 710/70R38 and 600/65R28 tyres that 
also keep compaction to a minimum when working in 
the silage fields.”

With the main fleet busy and often away from 
the farm helping neighbours, during the summer of 
2019 the family found themselves short of a yard 
tractor to operate a feeder wagon. The purchase of 
a 30-year-old Ford 6810 AP in March 2020 resolved 
this problem and brought the number of blues in the 
fleet up to eight. Rust has predictably left its mark 
on the AP cab of the 6810, but the engine, which 
has done a genuine 4500 hours from new, runs 
like a Swiss watch. When its time comes, the Ford 
6810 will receive the same kind of refurb treatment 
as other members of the fleet. 

Last, but certainly not least, is the farm’s all-
important telehandler, a pivot-steer Manitou MLA 
628 120LS. This 2002-built machine, on the farm 
since 2008, is used daily and has now got 8000 hours 
under its belt. With the tractor fleet complete for the 
foreseeable future, the Little family’s next purchase is 
likely to be a younger telehandler. 

On the day of my visit in late September, a new 
Manitou MLA-T 533-145 was being demonstrated 
on the farm. The family were very impressed with its 

capability, just as I was, after taking up the 
offer of manoeuvring it round the yard.  

“If we traded-in all our tractors, they 
wouldn’t be worth the asking price of the 
new handler,” jokes Kevin. 

I have to disagree with him there. His 
family’s modern classics are minters, and 

because of this, they are worth a mint too. It proves 
that it really does pay to look after your machinery. 

Above: Bought specifically to operate a 
feeder wagon during the summer, this 1990 
Ford 6810 Generation III with an AP cab will 
be refurbished this winter to the same high 

standard as the rest of the fleet.
Above right: This 1987 Ford 4610 Force 

II, fitted with a rarely-specified Duncan 
D870 Supercab, was the last tractor to 
be purchased new by the Little family. 

Considering its age and yard tractor role, it 
is in very sound condition.

The Little family fleet
Tractor Year Purchased Hours
Ford 4610 2WD 1987 1987 4200

Ford 6810 2WD 1990 2020 4500

New Holland 7840 turbo 1998 2019 5900

New Holland 8560 1998 2012 9300

New Holland TS115 turbo 2001 2005 6300

New Holland TS100 2003 2008 6250

New Holland TM190 2006 2019 4250

New Holland T7.200 2013 2017 8300

New Holland FX40 forager 2003 2015 1800

Manitou MLA 628 120LS handler 2002 2008 8000

Doosan DS140 14t excavator 2011 - -

Doosan DS140 14t excavator 2019 - -

Bobcat E62 5t excavator 2020 - -
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Farming Diary Classic Companions 

Below: The decision to equip Jonathan 
Tunmore’s Fendt Favorit 512C with Terra-
Tires gave it the required light footprint 
when drilling winter wheat into ploughing 
using Angus Hamilton’s 4m Lely power 
harrow and drill combination.
Inset below: This sugar beet carting 
combination, consisting of Jonathan 
Tunmore’s MB-trac 1100 and Angus 
Hamilton’s 9t Bunning dump trailer, was 
reminiscent of an outfit operated by 
Angus’s neighbour in the 1980s. 

A dry period in early November resulted in a flurry of activity for 
the Suffolk Bunch, our group of modern classic farm machinery 
enthusiasts, as sugar beet was harvested and the land turned 
around from beet to wheat. Agricultural journalist and group 
member Chris Lockwood provides an update on all the recent action. 

FROM BEET 
TO WHEAT

SUGAR BEET dominated the activities of 
the Suffolk Bunch during November, with all 
members of the group involved in operations 

that were in some way related to the crop. Although 
not a regular beet grower, the 2020 season saw Angus 
Hamilton growing 50 acres of the crop at Rosery Farm. 
With the bulk of his autumn cereal drilling completed 
during the last week of October, his attention was able 
to turn to the sugar beet.       

“This year was the first time I had grown sugar 
beet after a 10-year gap,” he explains. “The decision 
to go back into sugar beet for 2020 was mainly due 
to the need for another break crop to replace oilseed 
rape in our rotation. My rape failed last year due to 
flea beetle damage caused by the lack of neonic seed 
dressings, and I’m concerned about the reliability of 
the crop going forward. 

“The beet was drilled by my good friend and 
neighbour James Forrest, and I had booked him to 
lift it around the end of October,” adds Angus. “I was 
keen to get the beet up when it had put on some 
weight, but I didn’t want it to be left too late, as 
ideally I wanted the following wheat to be up before 
Christmas.”

James Forrest’s four-year old Vervaet Beet 
Eater 617 harvester arrived on the penultimate day 
of October. The Dutch-made 617 harvester has six 
rows, a rotating walking shares to lift the beet, a 17t 
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capacity tank and a 465hp DAF engine.
“We were extremely lucky with the weather,” 

recalls Angus. “They started lifting on the Friday and 
stopped for the weekend as heavy rain was forecast. 
It was dry the next morning, allowing us to catch up 
with the plough and combi-drill just before the rain 
arrived that afternoon. They started lifting again on 
Monday and by Tuesday lunchtime they had finished. 
After ploughing the field, you could see that the 
harvester had done an excellent job as there were 
very few beet left in the ground.”

A classic element was added to the harvesting 
operation when Angus used Jonathan Tunmore’s 
1989 Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 1100 with a 9t 1987 
Bunning dump trailer. It was carting beet from the 
harvester to the heap being made on the headland 
ready for a self-propelled cleaner-loader.

“Although Dick was doing a good job carting 
with a Challenger we helped him out for a while 
with the MB-trac 1100 and Bunning trailer,” explains 
Angus. “This set-up was very similar to one that my 
neighbour John Forrest used to operate back in the 
day, so it was particularly nice to recreate that scene. 
The 1100 pulled extremely well and was a pleasure to 
use. If I’d absolutely pushed it, I could’ve kept up 
with the harvester on my own!”

The sugar beet had been removing 
water from the soil right up to 
the moment it was lifted and 
consequently the land was as dry 
as it was ever going to be. 
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So before the harvester had finished in the first field 
Angus had started ploughing. The aim was to plough 
and drill the freshly cleared land as quickly as possible 
in case of a heavy rain shower. Initially, Jonathan’s 
Lamborghini 1506DT was used on its own with a 
five-furrow Dowdeswell DP7D3, but Angus was later 

joined by Jon Haynes with the Fendt Favorit 614LSA 
with a five-furrow Dowedeswell DP7E. Over the course 
of the next few days, Jonathan’s Fiat 1880DT and Jon’s 
John Deere 4955 were used in place of the Fendt at 
different times, resulting in an interesting comparison 
of high-power classics. 

“When ploughing on heavy land at this time of 
year, grip is the most important thing,” notes Angus. 
“We find that running tractors on tyres no wider than 
20.8in gets the most traction down, so we decided to 
use the Lamborghini and Fendt, which are both fitted 
with 20.8R38 rears. We chose the two Dowdeswell 
ploughs as we knew their work would match. The UCN 
bodies make a lovely job as the furrows aren’t too big.

Right and below: The Lamborghini 1506DT, owned 
by Jonathan Tunmore, inset, was found to be 
the best performer when ploughing in tough 

conditions after the sugar beet harvester.

“The Lamborghini pulled very well and worked 
hard,” he adds. “It has got a very good steering lock 
too. It could have done with a larger set of weights 
as it was probably a little lighter on the front than the 
Fendt. My only criticism would be the gear change, 
which doesn’t really fall to hand. Plus, although the 
diff lock works well, it was a bit fiddly to engage and 
disengage at times, but you would probably get more 
used to it over time. By comparison, the Fendt Favorit 
614 is let down by a very poor steering lock. But it’s 

Jonathan�s 1983 Fiat 1880DT, 
driven here by Angus, inset, 
put in a good performance 

with a � ve-furrow 
Dowdeswell DP7E. 

It handled the plough a little 
better than Jonathan�s Fendt, 

but not quite as well as his 
Lamborghini.  



 February 2021  CLASSIC TRACTOR 17

still a very capable tractor, especially engine-wise, 
and has a very smooth gear change.

“Driving the Fiat 1880 seemed like going back 
in time,” notes Angus. “We used to have a J-plate 
Fiat 160-90 DT. When I was on the 1880DT, I missed 
the 90 Series’ forward/reverse shuttle lever beside 
the seat and the Lift-o-Matic’s ‘click-clack’ device 
to quickly lift/lower the linkage to a pre-set height, 
which used to make life a lot easier. The 1880 was 
a bit too manual for me, and the ergonomics of the 
cab were not laid out particularly brilliantly in my 
opinion, but the engine is very nice.

According to Jonathan, who was on the drill, the 
ploughing tractors looked superb. “The Lamborghini 
just put its power down so well,” he says. “Taking 
its size and weight into account, it outperformed 
everything else. Those big 30in front wheels have got 
to help, and there’s something nice about its stance 
and balance. It performed admirably. It just does 
exactly what you’d expect. 

“The Fendt 614 doesn’t seem to set itself up 
quite as well as the Lamborghini, and it can’t quite 
get its power down as well,” he continues. “We 
know that there’s an issue with the limited slip front 
diff, perhaps it needs new plates? If that was perfect, 
I think there probably wouldn’t be too much between 
them. If they were the same weight and power, 
I would expect the Lambo to outperform the Fendt in 
a like-for-like situation. 

“The Fiat 1880 sort of sat in the middle of the 
two performance-wise,” says Jonathan. “It’s well 
balanced, it has a proper hydraulically-engaged front 
diff-lock and it seemed to go fine. 

Above: Thanks to tractors equipped with 
the same-size tyres and two Dowdeswell 
DP7 ploughs with UCN mouldboards, the 
ploughed work matched up well. The 
Suffolk clay was ploughing up with a shine.

Tackling tough going

LAST MONTH saw Suffolk Bunch group member Dave 
Williams undertake some contract ploughing after sugar 
beet using his Caterpillar D6D SA VHP crawler. To enable 
the crawler to get a solid grip in some extremely tough 
conditions – picture a thick layer of slop on top of tight 
wet clay, plus some ruts with standing water thrown 
in for good measure – Dave had fitted a set of custom-
made grouser plates which were subsequently cut down 
slightly to stop them catching a cab bracket. 

Due to the terrible weather this autumn, the ploughing 
continued for another customer, using a different 
plough. 
“The beet on this particular farm had been lifted a little 
while ago, but it was heavy land which had become very 
wet as soon as the harvester pulled out,” explains Dave. 
“The runs where heaps of beet had been made for a 
Maus self-propelled cleaner-loader were truly horrific. 
In those areas, driving with the extended grousers 
proved to be a fair learning curve, as third gear with the 
VHP system engaged proved to be just too much power 
for the soil. The tracks would spin and dig trenches, so it 

was a case of dropping down into second and bringing 
back the throttle to reduce the torque loading to give it 
time to grip and pull itself through.
“The tracks were rapidly filling up with soil, which was 
horrible to see,” he adds. “The D6D’s final drives are 
a lot bigger than the D5B’s, as it has a double 
reduction rather than single, and it tends to drag the 
mud over them and drop it onto the track frame. But 
it was slop rather than hard clay, and even if you did 
clean them out at the end of every run, they would 
soon fill up again, so I cleaned them out twice a day.
“This time I was using the Cat D6D with a seven-
furrow Dowdeswell DP1HD plough, which is a much 
better match for the tractor compared to the six-
furrow Dowdeswell 145 Series I was asked to use 
previously,” continues Dave. “Being a 
shorter-clearance plough, the 
geometry is just different, 
and it allows me to be 
able to put the plough 
into float so that 
the tracks sit level 
on the ground. 
You can actually 
feel the front 
of the crawler 
drop forward 
when you do 
this. It’s a slightly 
lighter plough too. 
“I’m very pleased 
with the job it’s doing 
and the 12in furrows and 
UCN mouldboards are just the 
perfect combination for this sort of 
work,” he adds. “In other news I’ve just bought 
a Valtra. It will be arriving soon, so more on that 
next month.”

Dave Williams� Caterpillar D6D SA VHP was in action 
during November and December, ploughing 
some more sticky wet heavy land 
after sugar beet.

Two John Deere 4955s working in the same � eld is a rare sight. Angus Hamilton�s 1991 
example is on the 4m combi-drill and Jon Haynes� 1993 tractor is ploughing.  

Above: This Dowdeswell DP1HD is � tted with 
UCN mouldboards and has a furrow width of 
12in. It leaves nicely inverted manageable 
furrow slices.
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John Deere 7430, 9,900 hours, power 
quad, front linkage, TLS, immaculate.

DUE IN. John Deere 6920, auto power, 
2005, 8,400 hours TLS. £21,500

DUE IN. John Deere 6910 Premium, 
approx 7,000 hours, Trima loader. 

John Deere 6610 Premium, 
2001, 8,300 hours. £20,995

John Deere 6410 Premium, 1999, 9,900 
hours. LHR, will be refurbished. Please ring.

John Deere 3050 Turbo, 1991, recent 
transmission rebuild, 30 k. £10,995

John Deere, 1988, 8,500 hours, straight 
little tractor, in GWO, fully serviced. £6,995

John Deere 3800, 2002, high hours, 
average condition. £9,995

DUE IN. McCormick MC115, 2006, 4,100 
hrs, loader brackets. Ring for details

McCormick MC120, 2003, 10,000 hours, 
average condition. £10,995

Fiat 90-90, 1991, 4,800 hours, comes 
with Trima loader. Ring for details

Claas Ares 697ATZ, 2006, 7,400 hours 
a very tidy example. £17,750

Due in, New Holland 8360, 1998, 8,800 
hours, range command. Ring for details

 Ford 7810, 1989, 7,200 hours (selling on 
behalf of a customer). £11,995 NO VAT

DUE IN, Ford 7610 2WD.
Please ring for more information

Hurliman XT910.6, registered on a Q plate, 
7,100 hours, very tidy tractor. £10,995

Also in stock/due in:  John Deere 7710, McCormick MC 115 with loader, Ford 6610 2WD,
Ford 5610 2WD, Zetor 8145 Turbo and Ford 3000

Please check website for more details



“The Kleber radials in particular seem to transfer 
horsepower into traction very effectively,” continues 
Jonathan. “Anecdotally these tyres seem to deliver 
performance. We’ve seen it a number of times in 
completely different circumstances, such as when my 
old John Deere 4455 pulled a mole plough on slippery, 
sopping-wet rape volunteers. These tyres must all be 
30 years old by now too. Goodness knows why they 
stopped making them!”

Jonathan had been following closely behind 
the two ploughs with his 1995 Fendt Favorit 512C 
and a 4m Lely Terra/Polymat power harrow and 
drill combination. This tractor had been fitted with 
Goodyear Terra-Tires front and rear for the drilling 
operation, and its Turboshift semi-powershift 
transmission pleased Jonathan, whilst working in 
some tough conditions on heavy land.

“The 512 looked superb on the Terra-Tires,” 
he enthuses. “It was arguably the best tractor for 
this job, with a fantastic power-to-weight ratio. 
The engine has been opened up to about 175hp, 

and we know it’s capable of that sort of 
power in other tractors, and the rest of 
the machine seems to stick it well. It has 
got a good steering lock as well, aided by 
a relatively short wheelbase, and it also 
lifted the drill nice and high. 

“The gearbox, with its four-speed 
splitter, was ideal,” adds Jonathan. 
“I wouldn’t have wanted to drill that field 
without it, that’s for sure. I was working 
in bottom range in third, and using all four 
of the splitter speeds, generally hovering at 
3-5kph depending on the conditions. It allowed 
me to get good forward speed in better areas and 
maintain sufficient chops per metre to get the job 
done in the tougher spots too. The throttle was hard 
out to the stop, but she didn’t let up. It was like using 
a new tractor.”

The last day of ploughing and drilling saw 
a change in machinery. There were now two John 
Deere 4955s in action alongside the Lamborghini, 
as Jon Haynes’ 1993 late model, with cab-mounted 
exhaust, replaced the Fendt Favorit 614 on a plough 
for the morning, while Angus Hamilton’s 1991 John 
Deere 4955 replaced the Favorit 512C on the drill to 
finish the field. This made for yet another great scene 
which, like all of the classic action so far, was filmed 
by Anglian Agri Media as part of its on-going Project 
20 DVD series.

“To speed the job 
up, I felt we needed a bit more grip, weight and 
horsepower,” says Angus. “As both of my John Deere 
55 Series tractors are on wide wheels Jon kindly lent 
us his 4955, which is fitted with 20.8R42 rears. 
It was three tonnes heavier than the Lamborghini 
and had 80hp more, so it wasn’t surprising that she 
was absolutely master of the Dowdeswell five-furrow 
plough. It was very nice to drive, with a good gearbox 
and steering lock.

Although the whole field was compacted, the 
headlands where the beet heaps had been were much 
tougher. “The Fendt 512’s gearbox didn’t really have 
enough scope, and we thought more power would 
be useful, so we put Angus’s John Deere 4955 on 
the drill,” explains Jonathan. “The Lely outfit came 
from the era when 4m combi-drills were typically 
used on 110-150hp tractors, and you didn’t often see 
them being used on monstrous tractors like the 4955 
(228hp), but it seemed the right thing to do. 

“However, the extra power wasn’t overly 
noticeable,” he notes. “It didn’t pull it any better, 
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Above: Jonathan’s Lamborghini 1506DT 
and Fendt Favorit 614 LSA, both using 
Dowdeswell ploughs, worked together to 
plough the majority of the sugar beet land. 
Right inset: Angus finished drilling his 
winter wheat in good conditions in early 
November using his favoured New Holland 
8360 and Weaving 6m tine drill.

Left: In this aerial view, taken at Rosery 
Farm in November, Jonathan’s Lamborghini 
1506DT and Jon’s John Deere 4955 are 
ploughing sugar beet land, while Angus 
Hamilton follows with his John Deere 4955 
and power harrow and drill combination.
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Engine goes back in 

SUFFOLK BUNCH MEMBERS Jon Haynes and Dave 
Williams have been working on Jon’s 1985 John Deere 
3640 this past month, continuing the rebuild work 
described in detail in previous instalments. This has 
included a complete engine rebuild with new rings, 
liners, shells and injectors, plus other remedial work. 
This was prompted by a persistent knocking noise which 
was traced back to a loose big end bolt on number two 
cylinder.

“Buying a John Deere 3650 back in July allowed me 
to take a bit more of a leisurely approach to the 3640, 
which was handy really due to my work commitments 
and recent ploughing activities,” explains Jon, inset. 
“As a result, we’ve only just picked up where we left off 
with the 3640. With Dave’s help we started getting the 
engine back in and the tractor back onto four wheels.” 
Before putting it back together, Dave fitted a new clutch 
drive plate and spigot bearing. “It had previously had a 
new slave cylinder, so that was OK, but the clutch wasn’t 

factory fresh by 
any stretch of the 
imagination,” 
he says. “Plus, 
we were there 
anyway, so it 
seemed silly 
not to, and it all 
slid straight in 
nicely.” 
Jon carried the 
rebuilt engine to 
the tractor using a JCB 
Teletruk. “We took great care 
engaging the drive shaft and slid it back 
together,” he says. “The front axle could then be refitted 
and the side plates bolted back in place. 
“I have decided to replace the engine wiring loom, as 
after 35 years of engine heat it had got a bit crusty. You 
can’t buy a genuine replacement anymore, so I have 
bought the cab plug and I’m making it from scratch. I‘m 
also replacing most of the hoses, and I’m hoping that 
changing these relatively low-cost items will help with 
future reliability.
“I’ll need a few more sessions to get everything else 
back together and get her ready to go again. It was 
my intention to fit a front linkage during these works, 
but having now seen exactly how they fit on the 3650, 
I might wait until it’s been tested first, just to be sure 
everything is well,” he concludes. 

Angus using his Ford 
6410 Generation III and 
a 4m Vicon Tilthmaster 

reciprocating power 
harrow to dry out a 

seedbed destined for wheat 
trials. Thanks to its wider-

than-standard Michelins 
and some front Terra-Tires, 

it fl oated gently across 
the surface. 

The rebuilt John Deere 6359 engine out of the 
John Deere 3640 is manoeuvred into position 
with help from a JCB Teletruk. 

The John Deere 3640’s engine was overhauled 
after a persistent knocking noise was heard 
when it was working in the field. 

highlighting just how well the Fendt had been doing. 
But the Deere’s gearbox was useful, as we were down 
in first gear in some places. Headland turns were slower 
though, having to shuttle back down the powershift 
gears to reach reverse, whereas the Fendt 512’s pre-
select reverser is quick and simple. To be honest, 
I would rather use the 512C as it’s more manoeuvrable 
and three tonnes lighter.”

With the beet land finished, Angus’s thoughts 
returned to a remaining 70-acre field destined 
for second wheat. He drilled this using his New 

Holland 8360 and 6m Weaving drill. His Ford 6410 
Generation III also had an outing in the same 

field with a 4m wide Vicon Tilthmaster 
reciprocating power harrow, this classic 

pair combining to create a scene straight 
out of the early 1990s. 

“Surprisingly, the last field we 
drilled seemed to go the best,” notes 
Angus. “This was partly because it 

was a slightly rougher seedbed in the 
first place, but mainly because we had 

just had nearly a week of dry weather. 
There are also some second wheat variety 

trials in the field, and to help the plot drill run 
cleanly we needed to liven-up the seedbed to aid 

drying. I decided to use the Ford 6410, which is a nice 
lightweight tractor. 

“It already had wider-than-standard Michelins on 
the back, and with the addition of some Terra-Tires 
on the front, it didn’t leave a mark,” he says. “The Vicon 
power harrow made a very nice job in the prevailing 
conditions, and it didn’t take long either. Now the crop 
is emerging, I’m very pleased with the results, but I’m 
mostly just pleased to have finished drilling! It’s been 
a very trying season and I hope that next year we have 
some slightly better weather.”
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Keep checking our website … more information to follow soon...
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FARMING FINANCE
No matter what you need it for!
Equipment … Livestock … Feed … Fertiliser … Seed … Cash Flow

Diversi� cation Projects … AgChem … Building … Debt Consolidation

There•s a load of reasons to call us
€ Finance from £10k to £5m

€ Excellent rates

€ Simple, quick phone application

€ Tax e�  cient

€ High street banks unsupportive

€ Tenant farmers welcome

€ 6 month to 5 year terms

€ Decision within 24 hours

€ Bad credit history, large debts …  
 no problem!

Contact Dean Pollen on 07902 645650
or dean.pollen@ab� td.co.uk

Only available in England, Wales & Scotland



News Briefs...

News Classics Gather Harvest + Refreshed Ford Delivered 

MILESTONE REACHED  
��A milestone in the production of New 

Holland large square balers was reached 
on 30 November when the company built 
its 30,000th machine at Zedelgem, in 
north-west Belgium. It is 33 years since 
New Holland entered the large square baler 
market with the D1000 model in 1987. 
The 30,000th baler was a New Holland 
BigBaler 1290 Plus. In the 30 or so years 
that New Holland large square balers 
have been available, the company has 
claimed a number of pioneering innovations 
including double-knot technology, electronic 
proportional density control, full bale eject 
functionality and the very Þ rst 80x90 bale 
size. The current BigBaler High Density 
was named Machine of the Year 2020 in 
the forage harvesting category by a jury of 
journalists representing leading European 
agricultural publications. The Zedelgem plant 
where the balers are designed, developed 
and produced was originally set up by Leon 
Claeys as a machinery shop in 1906. 

MORALE RAISING RUN  
 An autumn tractor run to beat the post 

lockdown blues for members of Leominster 
Vintage Club raised £1000 for charity as 
well as allowing tractor enthusiasts at least 
one trip out with their machines in 2020, 
reports Duncan Pound. The event was held 
instead of the clubÕs usual autumn working 
day, which wasnÕt possible because of 
the ban on large gatherings. A road run 
was feasible because contact between 
participants could be reduced to just people 
within the same household, and in line with 
the then current government guidelines. 
A total of 92 tractors and 4x4 vehicles 
attended and raised funds for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. COVID-19 control 
measures, many of which were adopted 
from how local businesses had evolved 
recently, were implemented to ensure the 
safety of all participants. 

CUSTOM CREW IN NORFOLK
Farm machinery enthusiast Graeme Smith from Shropshire 
had an opportunity to relive custom-cutting memories 
during the 2020 harvest when he took to the wheel of 
a ‘prairie-eating’ Massey Ferguson 865 combine. 

Graeme, who worked with a custom harvesting team 
in the USA in the 1990s, teamed-up with fellow former 
custom-cutter, Robert White, from Norfolk, who owns 
and operates three MF 865 combines. Robert had spent 
five seasons with the famous Dale Starks’ harvesting 
outfit, cutting crops from Texas up into Canada each year. 
His book, Starks’ Harvest, reminded Graeme of his own 
experiences, and after getting in touch the two former-
custom cutters were operating with the team of three MF 
865 combines. 

Robert uses his three classic Canadian-built MF 
combines each year to harvest winter and spring barley, 

and a period of dry weather in August saw Graeme 
working with him to get 100 acres of spring barley safely 
gathered. It allowed him to live-out a childhood dream of 
driving these iconic combines.

“They were a real pleasure to operate,” he says, “and 
the sound of the Perkins AV8.540 engine was just fantastic 
to hear alongside the sight of the crop feeding-in over the 
Powerflow header.”

When Graeme climbed into the combine cab, with its 
North American trim, and sat in the seat, he says he was 
instantly reminded of the 1970s TV documentary, Yellow 
Trail from Texas, which followed the 1975 American 
custom harvesting scene. 

“The first time we had the opportunity to run the three 
combines in a line, it was a sight to behold,” he says. “It almost 
felt like I was part of the filming of that iconic documentary.”

Family are delighted with refurbished Ford 
  When the children of the McCabe family from 

Co. Louth were offered a ride in their uncle’s truck 
when he was delivering a newly restored 1995 
Ford 5030 to its new owner, they were in for a big 
surprise. Their uncle, CLASSIC TRACTOR Farm View 
columnist David King, pulled the truck up outside 
their home on a smallholding at Dromin and told 
them that the tractor 
was theirs! Initially 
the children refused 
to believe him, but 
as the tractor was 
unloaded there was 
great excitement 
as they realised it 
was true.
The 63hp Ford was 
purchased about six 
years ago by David’s 
father and the 
children’s grandfather, Gerry, to use for general 
farm work and competition ploughing. For various 
reasons the Ford wasn’t used and was stored in 

a shed until Brian McCabe, 
Gerry’s son-in-law, began 

looking for a tractor. 
He was planning to 
expand and purchase 
some livestock, 
and needed a small 
handy tractor. The 

5030 fitted the bill perfectly and Brian asked David 
if he would refurbish it for him. A deal was done, 
but it was kept a secret from the children. 
The tractor was good mechanically and just 
needed a few oil gaskets and O-rings. It was 
stripped down, cleaned and prepared for 
spraying. After receiving new paintwork, the 

decision was made 
to fit new tyres. The 
wheels were removed 
and sent to Agri-
Gear in Co. Cavan, 
to be shot-blasted 
and powder-coated. 
The lights were all 
re-wired and new 
work lamps were 
installed on the roof. 
With the outside 
looking like new, the 

cab interior looked old and tired. However, it was 
soon like new again following the installation of 
a new seat and cab cladding. 
The final job for David, and Vincent Byrne who 
worked with him on the project, was to dismantle 
the loader. After blasting and repainting, it was 
reassembled, re-fitted and finished off with new 
decals copied from the originals by JK Signs of 
Dunleer, Co. Louth. All members of the McCabe 
family, especially the youngsters, are delighted 
with the tractor. 
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News Briefs...
 When agricultural engineer Willie Bilsland 

joined machinery dealership Hamilton Brothers as 
a 15-year-old apprentice in November 1960, the 
first tractors he worked 
on were Ferguson TEF-20s. 
Now, 60 years later, he’s 
working on the latest high-
tech Massey Fergusons, 
reports Sandy Cox.
Willie, who is based 
at the Hamilton Ross 
dealership at Bishopton, 
near Glasgow, says he has 
no intention of retiring 
as long as he’s capable of 
doing the job. In addition 
to being his work, tractors 
are also his hobby. He owns a TEF-20, a four-
cylinder Ferguson FE-35 and a 1966 MF 135. He has 
rebuilt all three tractors and takes them to shows.
One of Willie’s earliest memories at work was 
when the first MF 35X Multi-Powers arrived at 
the dealership, and everyone wanted to drive 
them down the road. He had a great opportunity 
to learn everything about tractors at the start 
of his apprenticeship when Hamilton Brothers 
received a large order for used TE-20 tractors 
for Iceland. Willie and an experienced mechanic 

stripped-down and rebuilt the tractors, and he 
says it provided him with some great experience 
at the start of his career.

Before he was 20 he was 
often spending a week 
away at a time with 
his van, going around 
the farms of Argyll and 
the islands carrying out 
service work and repairs. 
One part of his career that 
he particularly enjoyed 
was when Hamilton 
Brothers had MF 500 
Series combines out on 
contract. Willie spent 
three months of the year 

looking after them, which included going to the 
Kilmarnock factory for parts.
His career has included being the firm’s service 
manager, but now he enjoys being back in the 
workshop. “It was a 7am to 7pm job and you were 
looking after everyone’s work,” he says. “Now I’ve 
only got my own work to do.”
Willie received a number of gifts to mark his 60 
years from Hamilton Ross, Massey Ferguson and 
Kubota. He is pictured here, right, with Hamilton 
Ross Group managing director Eric Gardiner.

Engineer celebrates 60 years with MF agent  

RECORD FOR JD 4430 
 The strong market for classic and modern 

classic tractors in the UK seems to be 
reflected in the USA where tractors at auction 
have also set new records there, reports 
Sandy Cox. At the big annual Fall Premier 
sale held by Mecum Auctions at Davenport, 
Ohio, on 21 November, a restored two-wheel 
drive John Deere 4430 equipped with dual 
wheels set a new record US auction price 
for the model of $39,000 (£29,350). After 
a working life of over 20 years, the tractor 
had been restored and cared for by Don 
Cummings of Seymour, Indiana. It was said 
to be the nicest 4430 in existence and had 
featured in the official John Deere Calendar 
in 2012. It was also the tractor on which Ertl 
based its toy replica in 2018.  

UNITEDSEATS.COM
Off road seating manufacturer

AGRICULTURAL
SEATING

TREAT YOURSELF TO A NEW SEAT!
UnitedSeats have the answer for all makes of 
classic or modern tractor or telescopic handler info@unitedseats.com or 01604 - 300014

News Long Service Recognised + Impressive Deere Auctioned
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News Briefs...

Playground Tractor Installed + MF Topics Discussed 

TED DOES A PODCAST
 After Ted Everett published his book 

My Life as a Photographer with Massey 
Ferguson (CLASSIC TRACTOR January 
2020), in which he detailed his 66-year 
career capturing MF’s products, people and 
events, he was contacted by many people 
who had read the book with questions and 
their insights into the events he described. 
As a result, Ted and retired MF marketing 
director Campbell Scott have joined forces 
to produce a series of podcasts that are 
now available on YouTube. 
Recorded at the Massey Ferguson Social Club 
in Coventry, the podcasts elaborate on the 
stories in the book and explore new material. 
They are available on YouTube at https://
tinyurl.com/teds-podcast and Ted’s book is 
available on Amazon, price £29.95, plus p&p. 

R E Y N O L D SN O L D S T:  0 1 3 5 9  2 5 0 4 1 5

S H E L B O U R N E . CO M

400 Series - 5.0 to 5.7m

WE CUT HEDGES
NOT CORNERS!

Strong Reliable
Machines - Strong
Reliable Support

2            M O D E L S :
 

H D 8 6 5 V F RT:
6 . 5 m  R E AC H
H D 8 7 5 V F RT:
7 . 5 m  R E AC H

3           M O D E L S:
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H D 8 7 0 T:  7 m  R E AC H
H D 8 8 0 T:  8 m  R E AC H

NEW 800 SERIES

600 Series - 5.6 to 6.0m 700 Series - 6.0 to 6.2m

News

A Massey Ferguson with a difference has become the 
centre-piece of a rejuvenated children’s play area at 
Levens in Cumbria. The custom-made MF tractor slide was 
supported by local dealership P. V. Dobson and Massey 
Ferguson and is dedicated to the memory of Alan Dobson, 
a former partner in the family business, who passed away 
in 2019.

P. V. Dobson was established by Alan’s 
father, Percy Victor Dobson, in the 1940s, and 
it has been an integral part of the area ever 
since. Alan joined the � rm in 1958, at the age 
of 20, and he was involved when it became 
a Massey Ferguson dealership in 1967. The 
accompanying picture shows Percy, second 

from left, and Alan, seated on an MF 135, at the signing 
of the franchise agreement in 1966. 

The playground tractor was hand-made by Flights of 
Fantasy of Kings Lynn. 

“The tractor looks fantastic and the kids love it,” says 
Andrew Dobson, Alan’s son and a director at P. V. Dobson. 

“It’s the perfect way to remember 
our late father. He would have 
wanted a memorial that was 
practical and bene� cial to the 
village, especially something that 
the children could enjoy.”

As well as being at the 
centre of the family machinery 
dealership, Alan was involved in 
the life of the local community. He 
was a member of the playing � eld 

committee in the 1970s and a governor 
of Levens C of E School, which four 
generations of the family have attended.

“The MF tractor is the focal point of 
the new playground,” says Alice Sharples, 
treasurer of the Levens playing � eld 
committee. “We wanted a unique piece 
of outdoor equipment and the tractor 
certainly adds a real wow factor. On 
behalf of the children and the village, a 
big thank you to Massey Ferguson and P. 
V. Dobson for their donation.”

SLIDE ACTS AS A MEMORIAL 
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PTO being misused   
I ENJOYED JEREMY BURGESS’ profile on the MF 
290, which brought back a lot of memories from my 
time supporting this model as a member of MF’s 
service department team in the early 1980s.    
The 290’s simplicity, coupled to the chassis 
improvement of the last MF 100 Series, such as wet 
brakes and Mk3 hydraulics, made for an excellent 
piece of kit, as proven by its longevity. One feature of 
the 8-speed MF 290 that wasn’t mentioned was the 
provision of ground speed PTO, whereby the PTO shaft 
speed corresponds to the travel speed, not the engine 
speed. So what’s special about that, you may ask?
Well, this feature was useful for implements that had 
driven rear wheels that matched the tractor’s forward 
speed. One of the classic applications for ground 
speed was with the Land Drive lime spreader, made up 
in the north-west above Carlisle. English China Clays 
(ECC) was a big user of these spreaders and ran a fleet 
of them in Devon and Cornwall. 
I can’t remember the exact number of tractors and 
spreaders they used, but it was certainly over 50, 
all sold by MF dealer J. Gliddon & Sons of Williton 
in Somerset. The combination of the MF 290 and the 
Land Drive lime spreader worked very well, for a time, 
until we began to get complaints of brake pedals 
bending. Why?
Some further investigation revealed that the drivers, in 

Have your say on classics and the contents of CLASSIC TRACTOR. 
Contributions from our readers are always very welcome. 

LETTERS
Trantor was rapid on road     
YOUR ARTICLE ON THE JCB FASTRAC 185-65 in the December issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR 
brought back fond memories of my distant student days driving one of the original 
high-speed tractors, the Trantor Hauler. It was 1989 and I was a sandwich year student 
on an arable farm near Doncaster. 

The farm in question was very entrepreneurial and alongside the standard arable crops, it had 
diversified into the production of horse products, including horsehage, for the lucrative equine market. 
Horsehage was fresh grass conventionally baled in short 18in bales. These bales were stacked onto four-
wheel trailers, hauled back to the farm, ensiled in plastic and stored ready for sale. The operation required 
all hands on deck in the field, in the farmyard and in between! 

With the furthest fields being 15 miles away, this is where the Trantor, a Series 2 model, came into its 
own. With its top speed of 55mph, air brakes and full suspension, this Trantor was no slouch. The aim of 
the game was to go as fast as safely possible, hauling full and empty trailers back and forth. The Trantor 
was powerful enough to competently manage a fully loaded turntable trailer. The Trantor unit was a 
mean machine, especially when it had no load behind. The engine snarled as you went smoothly through 
the gears, and the suspended front end used to rise and fall as you worked your way up to the top speed 
of 55mph. I do confess on occasions to out-accelerating and overtaking the odd Sunday driver, much to 
their astonishment and the absolute delight of my student self! 

As the driver, you were centrally-positioned on a bench seat with space for a passenger either side, which 
was also very handy for transporting staff to tractors left in fields from the previous day. Our Trantor Series 2 had 
no three-point linkage, just a ring hook for trailers. This was because its sole purpose was to carry out high-speed 
haulage, which it excelled at. I left the farm and went back to college, so I’m unsure what became of the Trantor 
afterwards. What a delight it would be to know that it is still out there giving a JCB Fastrac a run for its money.

 Simon Farrow, Builth Wells, Powys.
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Viewpoint Readers’ Feedback
E-MAIL:
editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk

WRITE TO:
Letters, CLASSIC TRACTOR, 
Sundial Magazines, 
Sundial House, 
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent, 
BR3 5JS

Firstly, contrary to popular belief, the SG2 was 
designed and produced as a one- or two-door cab, 
with Sweden and I believe other Scandinavian 
countries having the option of two doors. After much 
market research the single door option was chosen for 
the UK and Ireland, the reasons being that exiting from 
the cab offside door on any make of tractor at the time 
was impeded by the brake pedals and actuating lever 
housing. Therefore, the nearside door was always the 
driver’s favourite. At this point the reader may ask 
him/herself which door they prefer when entering/
exiting their cabbed tractor.
When speaking with customers in the field I always 
made a point of asking their preferences and the reply 
was invariably the same. After a short acclimatisation 
period, they preferred the single door concept over 
the two-door, stating that there was less to rattle/go 
wrong, and adding that you can only access through 
one door at a time, etc., etc.
As for SG2’s split windscreen, again this was never an 
issue as the ‘split’ was directly in line with the exhaust 
pipe and air cleaner and therefore didn’t impede 
forward vision. In fact, what it did do, thanks to the 
wraparound panoramic shape, was to give a wider 
field of vision than the Explorer. 
Again, after customer acclimatisation, never once in 
all my time in the field did any customer complain 
about the ‘split’ windscreen. 

 Alan Kellett, Rookhope, Co. Durham.

Fleet in early 1980s   
SIMON HENLEY’S ARTICLE on a farm at Icomb 
Proper in the Cotswolds (September 2020 issue) 
and reader Robin Williams’ follow-up on Bledington 
Grounds Farm at Chipping Norton in Oxfordshire 
(December 2020 issue), jolted a few memories of the 
two summers I spent working at Bledington Grounds 
as a harvest student in 1980 and 1981.      
The farm and two other units, one at Cold Ashton, near 
Bourton-on-the-Water, and the other at Lower Swell, 
just outside Stow-on-the-Wold, were being managed 
by Velcourt. The total area being cropped was 1300 
acres consisting of wheat, barley and oilseed rape. The 
equipment they had at their disposal included a Ford 
TW-30, MB-trac 1300 and 900, an M-B Unimog with 
a demountable sprayer and fertiliser spreader, two John 
Deere 3140s, both turbocharged, a JD 2130, a Ford 5000, 
a loading shovel and two Claas combines (Dominator 106 
and 85, both with 15ft headers). The Ford TW-30 was 
mainly used for heavier cultivation work and watching it 
pull a nine-furrow Dowdeswell semi-mounted reversible 
plough was very impressive. It ploughed 50 acres a day. 
Bledington Grounds Farm was put up for sale in 
August 1986. It was 556 acres and had a price of 
£790,000. 

 Julian Kalinowski, Leonard Stanley. Glos. 

order to achieve the maximum number of loads per day, 
were resorting to a ‘special’ measure. They found that 
if they put the gear lever into neutral and engaged the 
ground speed PTO, on releasing the secondary clutch the 
engine would then drive the PTO to the trailer, which 
would push the tractor along at over 30mph!
Moving forward was no problem, but stopping was 
quite another matter, hence the bent brake pedals! 
I can remember delivering a batch of replacement 
pedals for the entire fleet to J. Gliddon & Sons.
We issued a stern warning about such practices, 
but whether anyone took any notice, I can’t say. 

 David Walker, Coventry, Warwickshire.    

Defending SG2 cab 
IN HIS LETTER in the December 2020 issue, in response 
to favourable comments I made about the John Deere SG2 
in the November issue, Tony Thomas extolled the benefits 
of the Leyland/Marshall Explorer cab, with its two-door 
access and full-width windscreen, while at the same time 
making a few adverse comments about the single-door, 
split windscreen design of the John Deere SG2.     
Having driven an Explorer-cabbed Case 1494 on the 
family farm for the last 35 years, I have to agree with 
Mr. Thomas that the Sekura unit is quiet, spacious, 
comfortable and a pleasure to work in. However, having 
also spent 36 years as a John Deere field service engineer, 
I have to disagree with his criticisms of the SG2. 



 tractor and machinery sales

JCB 419S 
2020, 500 hours, 3,500hours / 
5 years warranty, lots of extras.

JCB 536-60 
2018, 3,500 hours full spec 

choice of headstock 

JCB 538-60
 2019, 69 reg, 1,500 hours, 

full spec, choice of headstock.

McCONNELL PA 55E
 Joystick control 1.2, head,  

in good working order.

AW 14 TON CORN TRAILER 
Been refurbished, 

JCB 538-60 
2020, 900 hours warranty.  
Full spec as new condition

JCB TM 320S
2019, 69, lots of extras.

JCB  
CHOICES OF MODELS  

CALL FOR MORE

JCB 435S
 2017, 50 kph, SRS, Contractor 

Pro Package.

JCB TM320S  
66 reg, 3,000 hours very clean. 

Choice of headstock  

CLAAS 9300 BUTTERFLY
MOWER COMPLETE SET

Done very little work.

JCB 14 FOOT FOLDING FORK 
2015, Hardox tines, 

Volvo/JCB headstock.

HI SPEC 3000 GALLON TANKER  
c/w rain gun. 

JCB 526-56 
2014, 4,200 hours

JCB TM 320S 
2017, 1,300 hours, 40 kph, SRS, 

choice of headstock.

JCB 538-60 
2019, 800 hours, full spec, 
40kph, SRS, new style cab.

2018 16 TON BAILEY 
SILAGE TRAILER 

All the extras.

JCB 541-70
 2019, 550 hours, Super Agri, 

as new condition.

JCB robot 175 
full glass cab  one  door  

very nice condition

JCB 435S 
2015, 3,300 hours, full spec, 

in very good condition.

JCB 536-95
 2019, 1,800 hours, Super Agri 

full spec, 145hp.

JCB FASTRAC 
2018, 450 hours warranty, 

full spec, as new condition.  

JOHN DEERE 6155R
 2019, 50 kph, AQ  gearbox, 

GPS ready.

AW 16 TON SILAGE TRAILER
 25 foot long, commercial axles.

 Tel: 07976 702858
Edderton, Forden, Powys, SY21 8RZ    •     Email: andy@andymellor.co.uk

www.andymellor.co.uk
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DESERVES WORLD CLASS LUBRICATION

WORLD CLASS

EQUIPMENT
Centralisation systems 
GROENEVELD LUBRICATION SOLUTIONS

In addition to its well-known automatic lubrication 
systems, Groeneveld supplies centralisation systems 
for the most diverse applications, for ex-factory 
assembly as well as for the aftermarket. 
Groeneveld’s centralisation systems are 
characterised by unique corrosion resistant 
distribution blocks, sturdy secondary lines, 
professional assembly and a seamless 
integration into the application.

��  Major time-saving compared to manual per point 
 grease application 

��  Correct amount of grease delivery per grease point 

��  Improves operator safety by removing need to climb on 
 or work in machine danger zones 

Optional
The Groeneveld centralisation systems can easily 
be expanded with a pump, giving you a fully 
automated lubrication system.

��  Closed system, insensitive to moisture, 
 sand and dust 

��  Grease dosing and lubrication interval 
 can be programmed accurately 

��  The grease is applied whilst the machine is in 
 motion, this distributes the grease more effectively 

rication
 systems 
tory 

per point

rease point

eed to climb on

Centralisation from £65 per point



Made in Germany 

Over the past 50 years or so, tens of thousands of German-built tractors have found homes on farms in the UK. 
CLASSIC TRACTOR editor Rory Day gets this issue’s ‘Made in Germany’ special underway by putting forward 
a personal top 10 of the classic-era models he believes have made the biggest impression on the market. 

WHEN COMPILING  any top 10, 
it’s important to firstly establish how 
decisions will be reached and what, 

if any, criteria will apply during the selection process. 
For example, when drawing up a top 10 of imported 
German tractors from the classic/modern classic era 
of the 1960s to the 2000s, how much weight do you 
attach to outright popularity and volume sales?       

If this was the main factor, then there’s a good 
chance the top 10 would be dominated by 50, 
6000 and 6010 Series models made at John Deere’s 

Mannheim factory, on account of that manufacturer’s 
dominance of the UK market over the past 25 or so 
years. But in the interests of variety, we’ll limit our top 
Deeres to just three models. 

Looking at things from a different angle, how 
do you approach systems tractors like the Deutz 
Intrac and Fendt toolcarrier and Xylon, which, while 
undoubtedly highly innovative for their time, failed 
to achieve the sales levels necessary to truly change 
the direction of the market in any particular way? 
Then there is Schlüter, the German manufacturer with 
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Top 10 Imports  

Case-IH Maxxum 5150

THE BRITS, specifically Mike Brogden and his engineering team at Meltham, 
can claim some credit for the Case-IH Maxxum. The origins of this Neuss-built 
classic can be traced back to the David Brown/Case P100 programme initiated 
in the early 1980s. The Maxxum range that came out of this aired at the Paris 
Show in 1990 and three years later, Case-IH topped out the range with the 
5150. Power in this model came from a CDC 5.9-litre six-cylinder turbo 
engine, initially rated at 125hp, and then boosted to 132hp when the updated 
Maxxum Pro models came out in 1996. The Pro models also gained a new 
powershift control lever, greater fuel capacity, a raised cab roof and many 
other improvements. 
Compared to its Maxxum MX successor, the original Maxxum was less refined 
and its ride on the road left a lot to be desired. Yet it had a glorious CDC 
engine, a four-speed powershift (at a time when most other tractors had a 
two-speed splitter), a decent cab and an ability to rack up high hours. It also 
gave many former IH and DB/Case operators their first taste of a genuinely new 
Case-IH product. In most cases, it did enough to retain their future loyalty. 

• Production 1993-1997 • Power 125/132hp • Transmission 24F/24R

the Rolls-Royce reputation. Its tractors might have 
been well-engineered, powerful and hewn from the 
finest German steel, but the company’s low volume 
production base meant its products were prohibitively 
expensive. 

Ultimately, I’ll admit that the thinking behind my 
top 10 of German classics is based more on overall 
popularity and proven greatness, than it is on which 
models offered ground-breaking new features, 
although there are exceptions. See if you agree with 
my selection, appearing here in no particular order.  

MAKING THEIR MARK

Fendt 716 Vario

THE FENDT TOOLCARRIER, Favorit 600 Series and Xylon were all considered for this 
top 10, but ultimately none of them made enough of an impression on the UK market 
to make the grade here. Quite simply, there wasn’t very many of them sold. The same 
could never be said for our sole Fendt representative, the 716 Vario, which was largely 
responsible for the huge in-roads made by the German brand during the 2000s.  
The 716 Vario (160hp) and 714 Vario (140hp), which made their debut at EIMA 
in Italy in 1998, gave Fendt a cutting-edge presence in the mid-range sector 
of the market. Both models came as standard with the company’s stepless 
two-range CVT Vario transmission, which offered the benefits of a full 
powershift transmission, but with the advantage of variable speed control. 
Power came from a 24-valve 5.7-litre water-cooled Deutz engine. 
The landmark Fendt 926 Vario, launched in 1996, may have been the first of 
the German company’s tractors with a CVT ‘box, but it was the 716 Vario and 
other models in what would soon become an expanded 700 Series line-up that 
really put Fendt on the mainstream map in the UK and many other European 
countries. That’s why it’s here. 

• Production 1998-2012 • Power 160hp Transmission • Vario CVT 
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John Deere 2140

John Deere 6910 Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 1000

THE JOHN DEERE 2140 was the right tractor at the right time. Or at least it was 
in October 1981, when the 82hp four-cylinder turbo model, which had been 
available since September 1979, was united with the new SG2 cab. 
With its plush brown upholstery and noise levels of just 79dB(A), which were quieter 
than an average car, the SG2 was an operator’s dream, once you had become 
accustomed to the door pillar bang in the centre of the panoramic windscreen. 
Admittedly, that wasn’t to everyone’s taste, and neither was the single-door access. 
The 2140 makes this top 10 because it was the model that introduced many UK 
farmers to the John Deere brand for the very first time. What they got was 
a tractor with a punchy four-pot turbo engine, the comfort and calm provided by 
one of the best cabs on the market, a synchromesh transmission with a Hi-Lo 
splitter, supremely well-positioned controls, closed-centre hydraulics and one 
of the tightest-turning four-wheel drive front axles (ZF APL 345) on the planet. 
The proof was in the pudding with the 2140, which, with its final production 
tally of almost 60,000 units, was and still is the Mannheim factory’s all-time 
best seller. 

• Production 1979-1981 • Power 82hp • Transmission 16F/8R 
 

THIS WAS A TOUGH CALL. Some might argue that a model from the original 
John Deere 6000 Series deserves to be in this top 10 and that would be a fair 
point. With the launch of the full-frame 6000 Series tractors in September 
1992, John Deere broke a number of moulds and laid the foundations for 
a succession of highly successful four-cylinder ranges. 
Yet it’s the later John Deere 6910, circa 1997-2001, that gets the nod here 
ahead of the likes of the 6400. The John Deere 6910 was the top dog in the 
6010 Series, introduced in November 1997. Within a year of its launch this 
model, powered by a 135hp (latterly 140hp) six-cylinder 6.8-litre PowerTech 
engine, had become Europe’s best-selling tractor. What an achievement.  
There were several transmission options, but many buyers opted for either the 
PowrQuad or PowerQuad Plus ‘box in 40kph form. When specced with Triple 
Link Suspension (TLS) front axle suspension, which made its debut at the same 
time as the 6010 Series, the 6910 became a highly capable field/road tractor. 
This is not to forget the quiet and well-laid out TechCentre cab, which had, 
and still has in many eyes, just the right level of usable sophistication. 

• Production 1997-2001 • Power 135/140hp • Transmission Various 

THE IH/CASE-IH 1455XL is another of those granite-like tractors for which the 
Germans were renowned, particularly in the 1970s and 80s. True, it didn’t break any 
new ground when it first appeared in Germany in 1979 and the UK the following year, 
but it was competent and comfortable, and it did a fine job of leading IH and latterly 
Case-IH’s range of European-built tractors throughout the decade and well into the 
1990s, before finally succumbing to the inevitable in 1996. 
The 1455 and the 1455XL that succeeded it in 1981 were powered by a 145hp 
long-stroke IH DT-402 6.58-litre six-cylinder turbo engine, renowned for its 
tremendous lugging ability. After receiving the XL cab in 1981 and a number of 
upgrades in 1983, the general specification and rating of the 1455XL remained 
virtually unchanged until it was phased out in 1996. And that’s surely part of 
the tremendous appeal of this model – a no-messing, unpretentious old-school 
workhorse that’s all about straight-line grunt. Marvellous!
The 20-speed ZF T3450HD transmission offers synchromesh changing on 12 
gears, but it’s desperate for a splitter that it never got. However, the Turbo Clutch 
does provide the 1455XL with a very smooth take-up of power under load.

• Production 1979-1996 • Power 145hp • Transmission 20F/9R

BEFORE THE JCB FASTRAC there was the MB-trac. And the most popular 
MB-trac in the UK, with over 500 units sold between 1982 and 1991, was the 
1000. Power for the model initially came from a 95hp OM 352 six-cylinder 
engine, but in 1987, following requests from some operators for a little more 
grunt, the MB-trac 1000 switched over to using the 100hp OM 366 engine. 
The MB-trac was once regarded as being the speed merchant of the tractor 
circuit. At a time when many tractors were lucky to hit 20mph with a tail wind, 
the MB-trac was capable of what seemed like a blistering 25mph. It was 
certainly ahead of the game in the braking and suspension department, having 
heavy-duty coil springs and shock absorbers up front, and air-assisted hydraulic 
disc brakes. These features made the MB-trac ideal for roadwork, and thanks 
to its excellent ground clearance it was also favoured for crop spraying with 
a demount on the rear platform. 
The MB-trac got the chop in 1991, but not before it had shown the way, notably 
to JCB, whose Fastrac stepped into and filled the void left by the German 
systems tractor. The MB-trac was the forerunner of the modern fast tractor. 

• Production 1982-1991 • Power 95hp • Transmission 16F/8R

IH/Case-IH 1455XL
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Deutz-Fahr AgroXtra 

John Deere 3350

Mercedes-Benz Unimog U1000

IH/Case-IH 956XL

WHY ONLY ONE DEUTZ-FAHR in this top 10 you might reasonably ask, when 
the German company’s back catalogue is littered with air-cooled greats from 
the Cologne factory? Certainly, the AgroStar was considered, but its rein was 
relatively short and not that many were sold. There were plenty of DX.4.70s 
and the like, but would you pick out any of them for a top 10? 
Actually, we’ve cheated a bit here, because we’ve chosen a range, not an 
individual model, and that range is the AgroXtra. These droop-snout high-
visibility models, first seen in the UK in 1990, had a profound impact on tractor 
design thinking over the next decade or so. Suddenly, manufacturers began to 
take forward visibility more seriously, leading to the appearance of a number of 
copy-cat versions and the adoption of sloping bonnets on a host of late 1990s 
models. Think New Holland 35 and 60 Series, for starters.  
Initially the AgroXtra range consisted of the four-cylinder DX4.17 (75hp) and 
DX4.57 (90hp), but these were joined the following year by the six-cylinder DX6.07 
(100hp) and DX6.17 (113hp), and then by the four-cylinder DX4.47 (85hp). Flushed 
with high-vis success, Deutz-Fahr gave its new Agrotrons a steeply raked bonnet, 
but the less said about the Mk1 versions of those, the better.  

• Production 1990-1995 • Power Various • Transmission 18F/6R 

IT COULD BE ARGUED that a model from the first generation John Deere 20 Series, 
something like an 1120 or 2020, deserves to be our third great German Deere. The 
3350 won this battle, though, on account of it being one of the most popular and 
strongest-selling six-cylinder models of its time (1986-1994). Admittedly, the John 
Deere 1120 and 2020 played a big part in the Deere story and helped to introduce 
the company’s lower-horsepowered tractors to European farmers, but they were 
not big sellers in the UK in the late 1960s and early 70s. 
The 3350, powered by a 5.88-litre naturally aspired John Deere engine 
mustering a lively 100hp, was a huge sales hit. It was comfortable, well-
balanced, reliable, light on fuel and flexible. A total of 32,242 units were 
produced at Mannheim and a good many of those found their way over to the 
UK. Along with the Ford 7810, MF 3080 and Case-IH 956XL, the John Deere 
3350 was part of the 100hp six-pot brat pack of the late 1980s and early 90s. 
It’s fair to say you were never far from one of the aforementioned models in 
most areas of the country and it’s also testament to the John Deere 3350 that 
many remain with their original owners. 

• Production 1986-1994 • Power 100hp • Transmission 16F/8R 

NO TOP 10 of German-built classics would be complete without a mention for 
the Unimog. The most successful ‘Mog for agricultural applications, which was 
mainly crop spraying and haulage, was the U1000 (95hp) from the 424 ‘Middle’ 
lighter duty series introduced in 1976. 
Some would say it doesn’t deserve a place in a top 10 of German-built imports 
because it wasn’t mainstream enough. But during its mid-1970s to mid-80s 
heyday, the Unimog U1000, U1200 (125hp) and other variants did have a small 
but enthusiastic following in agriculture. 
The truck-like U1000 offered sprung axles, a top speed of 50mph, which was and 
still is outrageously quick for a ‘tractor’, four-wheel drive, air-assisted four-wheel 
braking, a rear load platform with a payload of 4t, and a fully synchromesh 16F/16R 
transmission. There was the option of front and rear linkages and PTO, if required. 
The U1000 was by far and away the most popular of the 424 Series ‘Mogs, with 
6717 units leaving the Gaggenau factory between 1976 and 1988. Perhaps one 
of the Unimog’s greatest gifts was to provide the underpinnings for the MB-trac, 
which did, in a slightly higher profile and more commercially successful way, 
at least in agriculture, influence the thinking of other tractor manufacturers.

• Production 1976-1988 • Power 95hp • Transmission 16F/16R

SELECTING TWO XL-CABBED CLASSICS for this top 10 might seem a little 
unfair, but there would be uproar if we left out the 956XL. After all, this is the 
German-built model that claimed second place and 12.07% of the votes in 
a greatest classics poll conducted by CLASSIC TRACTOR back in 2007. Who 
are we to disagree with our readers? 
It’s worth mentioning that many of the 956XLs that came to the UK were actually 
assembled at St. Dizier in France, but apart from a few detail differences they were 
the same as those screwed together in Neuss in Germany. Ultimately, the overall 
design responsibility for this model rested with the engineering team at Neuss. 
Production of the 956XL spanned 10 years, during which time the model was 
marketed firstly in the colours of IH and then, from 1985, in Case-IH livery.  
Like it’s 1455XL bigger brother, it was strong, dependable, reasonably 
comfortable and capable of big hours. Its strongest point was unquestionably 
its IH D358 motor, a long-stroke, slow-revving six-pot with bags of torque and 
a pleasing exhaust note. It wasn’t flashy and didn’t lead the field in any particular 
area of its design, but taken as a sum of parts, it all worked extremely well. 

• Production 1982-1992 • Power 95hp • Transmission 16F/8R



SUPPLIES
Spares, hardware & consumables 
at our on-site store.

SERVICING
Transmissions and engines for 
all makes or models.

REPAIRS
Spanning on models from the 
1960•s to present day.

SALES
Compact tractors right through 
to articulated quad tracs.

WE PROVIDE
SERVICES FOR

With signi“cant recent investment in
their multiple workshops, Swinnerton
Machinery are proving to be one of the
leading independent agricultural repair
specialists in the United Kingdom.

THE STORY BEHIND THE BRAND:
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& HOW SWINNERTON MACHINERY CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS
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Having these units on the shelf signi“cantly reduces 

your machine down time in our workshop. Examples:
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Manitou PS6 Loadall 
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Strimech 
Attachments 

JPM Low Loaders and 
Dump Trailers

Simba Culti Press 80% Metal
Very good condition. 

Blue Power T7.315 
Auto Command -2000 Hrs

Lemken EurOpla 7X
Excellent Metal

2006 Manitou MLT 
735-120  (6000 Hrs)

2003 New Holland TM 155
Very Tidy Machine

2009 Case Puma 155
50 Kph

MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT SALES

01827 897711 www.swinnertonmachinery.co.uk
Find out more information & speak with the Swinnerton team today:

Workshop: Bentley Farm, Warton Lane, Warton, Tamworth, B79 0HD

Midlands-based Swinnerton Machinery are leading the way
with agricultural transmission and engine repairs

NEED TO FINANCE
YOUR REPAIR
OR MACHINERY 
PURCHASE?
Offering a  transparent and ef“cient 
service to our customers when 
arranging “nance. Most importantly 
they offer a service that we can trust 
and make us aware of the application 
process to ensure a smooth sales 
delivery from our end.

2008 New Holland T7030
Very Tidy Machine



Made in Germany Reader Rebuild

Herefordshire engineer Matt Lloyd has been intrigued by systems 
tractors ever since he saw several of them on a visit to Germany in the 
late 1980s. He now owns several German-built examples, including what 
must surely be one of the best Deutz Intrac 2004 models in the country. 
He has been telling Simon Henley about how, with the help of his father, 
Michael, he went about refurbishing this rare original UK import. 
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INTRAC  
INTERACTION

THERE ARE 
VERY FEW 
tractors which can 

truly be called revolutionary. When you think about it, 
how many are there that have truly changed the game 
in terms of their design? Most of us can probably 
come up with two or three specific models without too 
much trouble, but very few people will acknowledge 
the contribution made by the elusive (in the UK and 
Ireland) Deutz Intrac.     

The original Deutz Intrac 2002, launched in 1972, 
introduced a new concept in agricultural tractor 
design, one that saw convention being thrown to 
the wind in favour of what is now referred to as a 
multi-purpose ‘systems tractor’. 

Using existing components sourced from its then-
current 06 Series range, Deutz’s engineers came up 
with a radical design that placed the operator unit 
over the front axle and included a large load-carrying 
platform behind it. Repositioning the engine beneath 
the cab helped to distribute the weight of the machine 
evenly between the front and rear axles and it also 
lowered the centre of gravity. Another notable and 
important feature of the Intrac was its front and rear 
three-point linkages and PTO systems, which enabled 
the tractor to be used with two separate powered 
implements simultaneously. This front linkage/PTO 
aspect of tractor design is commonplace now, but it 
was virtually unheard of at the time. 

The Intrac was essentially designed for the 
German market. Throughout the 1960s, the Fendt 
toolcarrier had gradually become more popular 
with German farmers, particularly those growing 
vegetables or other specialist crops. The Deutz Intrac 
took this concept one stage further, by extending the 
versatility of the toolcarrier design, while at the same 
time improving operator comfort and visibility.

The first Intrac 2002 models were equipped 
with a 51hp Deutz three-cylinder engine and 
a mechanical ZF transmission. With a purchase price 
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Above: The Deutz Intrac 2004 offered 
greater refinement and more power 
than the Intrac 2003 it replaced in 1978. 
In common with same-era MB-tracs, the 
Intrac’s front PTO is an anti-clockwise 540 
unit. This machine’s clutch unit and drive-
donuts were refurbished by Michael Lloyd.

Above: Thanks to Matt and Michael’s skill and 
attention to detail, this Deutz Intrac looks as 
good underneath as it does from above. 

Far left: Matt Lloyd found his 1983 Deutz Intrac 
2004 after placing a ‘wanted’ advertisement 
in CLASSIC TRACTOR. He bought the original 
UK import in 2016 and has spent the past four 
years returning it to as-new condition. 

Left: Matt Lloyd, right, with his son Toby, left, 
father Michael, who was heavily involved in 
the rebuild of the Deutz Intrac, and son Noah. 

Which brings us nicely on to Matt Lloyd’s 
magnificent Intrac 2004. This machine is believed 
to have been sold new by former and now defunct 
Deutz-Fahr dealer, Eltrac of Warwick Ltd, which was 
based at Hatton, Warwickshire. Details about its 
working life are sketchy, but it is believed the tractor 

had a tank mounted behind 
the cab at some point in its 
life, suggesting it was used 
for crop spraying. 

What is known is that 
in later years this Intrac 
spent time on a farm near 
Kelso, where it was used to 
power a straw chopper and 
a diet feeder. This is where 
the tractor was located 
when Matt placed a wanted 
advertisement in CLASSIC 
TRACTOR. After being 
contacted by the owner, he 

purchased it ‘sight unseen’ back in 2016. 
“It didn’t look too bad when it arrived,” says 

Matt. “However, when my Dad and I started taking 
a closer look we realised it was in very poor condition. 
It was at this point we realised the tractor would need 
rebuilding from the ground upwards.”

This is where Matt’s engineering expertise came 
in very handy. His business, Lloyd Engineering, 
based at Leominster in Herefordshire, specialises 
in the development and manufacture of Rotastar 

that was around 10 per cent more than a comparable 
standard tractor, the Intrac was initially a hard sell 
for many Deutz dealers, who were not helped by the 
fact that the initial Intrac 2002 was also noisy and 
underpowered, as well as having very limited engine 
access, which made it difficult to service and repair.

In 1974, the Intrac 2002 was replaced by the 
upgraded 2003, which now offered a four-cylinder 60hp 
engine and a quieter cab with an opening front window. 
Like its predecessor, the 2003 was available in both two- 
and four-wheel drive configurations, but the new model 
now offered a choice of 8F/2R (30kph) or 12F/4R (40kph) 
transmissions and improved hydraulic performance.

Unfortunately, service access, especially to the 
engine, remained poor, but it didn’t put off buyers. 
During a five-year production run, sales of the 
Intrac 2003 topped 2300 units, making it the most 
popular Intrac model produced. But this isn’t where 
the story ends. 

The Deutz Intrac 2004, launched in 1978, upped 
the ante once more, bringing greater refinement 
and more power. The 2004 used the same engine, 
mechanical drive-train and Sige front axle as its 
2003 predecessor, but service access was much 
improved thanks to the inclusion of a new tilting 
cab (see panel). 
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screening buckets. These buckets are mainly used in 
the groundwork and recycling industries. Matt set up 
the business in 1998 and he now exports his products 
across the world. 

Matt and his father Michael, who served as an 
RAF airframe engineer in the 1960s, spent four years 
rebuilding the Intrac. One of the few positives that 
came out of the Covid-19 pandemic lockdown in 
March 2020 was that it allowed the pair of them to 
crack on and complete the project. 

“I have always been fascinated by systems 
tractors like the Deutz Intrac and Fendt Xylon,” says 
Matt. “I have been an avid collector of brochures 
and models since my teens, and was impressed by 
the ability of these tractors to perform two or more 
different operations in a single pass.

Replacing parts  
“Refurbishing the tractor involved stripping it down 
completely,” explains Matt. “The cab base and most 
of the tin work were completely rotten, but using our 
workshops I was able to fabricate many of the parts 
which were not salvageable, using the original parts 
as patterns.

“The fenders for, example, are replacements 
which we made in-house,” he adds. “I also replaced 
many of the cab panels, in addition to sourcing 
parts from other cab structures, including cabs from 
Ford and David Brown tractors. One of the biggest 
challenges was remanufacturing the cab front 
bottom window. The Sekura glass panels have an 

Above: This over-the-shoulder view 
demonstrates the excellent forward 
visibility afforded to Intrac operators. The 
flat-floor cab placed the gear levers to the 
driver’s right-hand side.

HISTORY: The A-frame quick coupler (see image 1), known as the Deutz Tele-hitch or more generally as the 
Weiste-Triangle, was originally patented in 1964 by a German farmer’s son, Helmut Weiste. A graduate in 
agricultural machinery engineering from both Cologne and Pforzheim Universities, in 1973 Herr Weiste became 
a partner in the family business Weiste/Accord, based at Soest in the North Rhine-Westphalia district of Germany. 
Helmut Weiste was instrumental in the development of the pneumatic sowing technology used in Accord 
pneumatic seed drills, having developed his first prototype in 1966. Following the purchase of Accord by the 
Norwegian Kverneland Group in 1996, Herr Weiste served as the managing director of Kverneland until 2000. 
The Kverneland Group was purchased by the Kubota Corporation in May 2012.
HOW IT WORKS: On the Deutz Intrac 2004, the Cat 1 front A-frame coupling mechanism is controlled remotely 
by pulling a cable-operated linkage under the dash console (image 2). The Cat 2 rear A-frame is operated using 
a floor-mounted cable linkage (image 3). Once released, the A-frame tips forward so that the top can be guided 
into the receiver on the implement (image 4). Once engaged, the implement is lifted so the mechanism can 
automatically lock the implement in place.
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The Weiste Triangle 

Left: The platform behind the cab folds up 
to allow access to various service points. 
It could be used to carry a seed hopper or 
sprayer tank.
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Above: The rear wheel centres are original 
Deutz items which Matt re-rimmed to 
factory spec. The wheels and lime-green 
parts were sprayed professionally by 
a local paint shop. 

aluminium frame, which we constructed using two 
Ford windows.

“The roof hatch is original, along with 90 per cent 
of the cab glass and the floor mats,” notes Matt, “but 
every single light and switch is new, together with 
the cab cladding. I made the window latches myself, 
while the sun visor is an OEM unit we sourced from 
J. Charnley & Sons. 

“I spent endless hours trawling the internet trying 
to source components,” he adds. “One of the things 
we soon discovered was that original Deutz parts are 
very expensive. The brake master cylinders would 
have cost over £200 for an original part, but by cross-
referencing the part numbers I discovered they were 
actually the same as a Volkswagen Beetle, so I bought 
some of these instead and they only cost me £25. 

“The clutch master cylinder was a BMW unit, the 
clutch slave cylinder was used by Mercedes-Benz, 
and the front wheel disc brake calliper used on the 
front axle driveshaft was from a VW T2 Transporter. 
Taking the time to cross reference these parts and 
source them from Germany and Holland saved us a 
great deal of money.”

Doing the rebuild properly involved overhauling 
the engine, transmission, creeper box, hydraulics, 
front axle, steering, front and rear linkage and the 
wheels. Other areas that received attention were 
the tractor’s Deutz Tele-Hitch (A-frame) quick-
couplers, mounted on the tractor’s front and rear 
linkages (see panel).

The notorious efficiency of German engineers 
ensured the Deutz Intrac performed both reliably and 
efficiently when it was new. However, with 40 years 
of use and abuse behind it, some of the mechanical 
wizardry that was employed when originally 

HISTORY: Variants of the Sekura cab used on the Deutz Intrac found their way onto numerous British-built 
tractors, including the David Brown 9, 12 and 14 Series, International Harvester 84 Series, John Deere 30 Series 
and on the later Ford Series 10 (AP cab) models of the 1980s. 
FEATURES: Compared to the cab on earlier Intracs, the Sekura Type SEK 378 cab fitted to the Intrac 2004 
benefited from rubber mountings and improved visibility. Furthermore, thanks to its integrated tilting 
mechanism, it provided much improved service access to the engine and operating systems. 
TILTING: Having disconnected the air cleaner intake and removed the exhaust silencer (the original exhaust 
systems did not have to be removed), the clip-on panels underneath the cab on both sides are removed (image 
1). Inside the panel on the nearside of the cab is the cranking handle for the jack (image 2). Before the cab can 
be elevated, the nuts securing the cab on its rubber mounts must be removed, and the floor mat inside the cab 
lifted by the gear levers to prevent snagging. The crank handle (image 3) is then slotted into the scissor jack 
under the cab and turned until it reaches full height. A safety prop is then slotted into position to prevent the cab 
from inadvertently dropping (image 4).
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The tilting cab

 
Model Deutz Intrac 2004  

Engine Deutz F4L 912H air-cooled

Cylinders 4

Capacity 3.76 litres

Power 70hp

Transmission 12F/4R 30kph

Weight 3500kg

Wheelbase 2.2m

Manufactured 1978-1989

Number built 2000 (est.)

Specification
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designing and building the Intrac presented Matt and 
Michael with a plethora of refurb headaches.

“Because the gear linkage was very badly worn, 
we were forced to rebuild the top-end of the gearbox, 
as it was almost impossible to get the tractor in gear,” 
reports Michael. “Most tractor transmissions use 
plain bushes for carrying the selector rods, but the 
Deutz gearbox selector rods have linear ball bearings.

“These are expensive precision-made parts, 
which would have worked perfectly when they were 
new and the gearbox oil was clean,” he continues. 
“The problem is that once there is a build-up of 
condensation or any amount of contamination in 
the transmission oil, those little bearings become 
damaged and seize-up. Having considered our 
options, we machined new selector shafts, case-
hardened them and fitted new bearings to restore the 
original ‘as new’ gear selection feel.”

Another problem which presented a challenge 
was sourcing new brake shoes for the tractor’s rear 
drum brakes. Replacement OEM brake shoes from 
Deutz were £880. Unwilling to pay such an exorbitant 
price, Matt decided to fabricate new brake shoes 
using the worn-out originals as a pattern, which were 
then sent to a specialist company to have the brake 
linings attached. 

Finishing touches
Painting the tractor was a task which Matt had 
intended to complete in the factory paint shop of 
his Lloyd Engineering business. However, having 
resprayed the chassis and cab, he realised that he 
would not be able to dedicate the time required 
to paint the body panels without holding up the 
production line.

The lime-green paint used on the cab and tin 
work was applied by a local paint shop, which also 

painted the tractor’s silver wheels. New decals were 
then made using photographs that had been taken 
prior to disassembly of the original items. These even 
included the tiny quality control sticker which would 
have been applied in the Cologne factory when the 
tractor was new. 

And that was it – after four years, the project was 
finally completed. Matt’s Deutz Intrac 2004 looks, 
sounds and drives a treat. It looks fantastic from every 
angle and it purrs up the road like a fresh-off-the-
line machine. Only with the cab tilted, however, is it 
possible to fully appreciate the amount of work that 
has been involved in this refurbishment. 

The complexity of the linkage systems which 
operate the tractor is mind-numbing. It’s like a nest 
of snakes under the cab, and how Matt and his father 
ever managed to rebuild every single component, 
and to such a high standard, is almost beyond 
comprehension.

There are linkage rods, cables and pipes for the 
hydraulics, the gearbox, the front and rear linkages, 
the A-frame quick couplers, the PTOs, the throttle, 
the diff lock, the brakes, the clutch – and then 
there’s the electrical system. To make things even 
more challenging, sitting right in the middle of this 
connective mêlée is the engine, which is tilted over at 

45 degrees. Honestly, this is one example of a classic 
tractor which could seriously benefit from some 
modern day CANbus technology!

“We are very pleased with how it has turned 
out,” concludes Matt. “We are obviously a bit 
disappointed that we haven’t been able to take 
it to any tractor shows this year, but it’s certainly 
something to consider for the future. Now we’ve got 
to decide what we are going to tackle next!”

Top: As part of the rebuild, all the Intrac’s bare 
metal components were electro-plated. This 

included the cab controls and all the linkages 
under the cab which can’t be seen.

Above: The superbly-detailed cab interior is the 
result of painstaking renovation work, much of 

which was undertaken by Matt’s father, Michael, 
who fitted new cladding throughout. 

Useful contacts
SEKURA CAB PARTS: J. Charnley & Sons. 
Tel: 01254 854103
SEKURA CAB PARTS: Nick Young Tractor Parts. 
Tel: 01673 828883 
BESPOKE EXHAUST SYSTEM: Double S Exhausts. 
Tel: 01884 33454 
BRAKE RELINING: Industrial Brakes Ltd. 
Tel: 01902 492337 
USED CAB PARTS AND FITTINGS: Ron Greet Tractors. 
Tel: 01803 812269 
WHEEL RIMS: D&S Factors Ltd. 
Tel: 01775 820309 
SEALS AND CAB TRIM: Key Restoration Services. 
Tel: 07753 856092 

After initially spending time in Warwickshire and then latterly in the Scottish 
Borders, this magnificent Deutz Intrac 2004, one of the few original imports 

still extant in the UK, now resides with systems tractor enthusiast Matt Lloyd 
in Herefordshire.  



Boccasion Ltd

11 Challenger MT 765c, 4,029hrs,
Caterpillar engine, c/w guidance kit ......POA

2017 John Deere 6155M, cab suspension, front
axle suspension with brakes, new Alliance
520/85R38 and 480.75R28....................£48,750

2018 Amazone Cayros  XMS 4+1  slatted
board, hydraulic auto reset,  combi wheel
depth and transport, manual vari width
unused............................................£15,500

2008 Amazone Avant Profis 6m KG 6003,
6m combo.Caterpillar engine, c/w guidance
kit..........................................................POA

Rolland trailers choice of use, x demo 
and new.................................................POA 

Kongsklide Vibromaster 16' hyd fold c/w
rear crumbler roller .........................£2,750

2014 Case IH 7130 Axial Flow, AFS yield and
moisture monitor  with guidance, 22� 3050 vari
header, 1,113hrs rotor, 15,27hrs engine,  1st
hand from local family farm...................£90,000.

2015 Pichon 22700L tri axles galvanized  slurry
tanker, 18/12m dribbling with front and rear steering
axles. Loading arm diam with power boost, automatic
rate adjustment with tactile screen in the cab...POA

Kuhn Megant 600  c/w radar bout marker
and rear harrow unused........................POA

Morooka MK 160 with rubber track, rear
linkage, pto and tow bar, 6 cylinder ISUZU
engine............................................£16,500.

Vaderstad Rexuis twin 550......just arrived !

Kuhn rear linkage kit with twin assistor ram
fit Kuhn power harrow ..........................POA

2015 Fliegl 24 tonnes dump trailer with
hardox body....................................£24,500

NRH 8.2m Cambridge rolls year 2014. 
Plain rings and Spaldings air seeder for
avade................................................£9,250

2012 Vaderstad Carrier CR500 CrossBoard   new
SteelRunner packer  and new CrossCutter discs. 
possibility of TrueCut or discs 450mm)!...........POA

Tel: +44 (0)1673 885200  Mobile: 07831 240000
Email: olivier@boccasion.com Full stock at: www.boccasion.com

Unit 10B, Newtoft Business Park, Newtoft, Lincolnshire LN8 3WA

ALL PRICES + VAT

Vaderstad rapid A600S 6m 4200ha choice
of, year 2011, 2013, 2017.....................POA

Rapid 800 8m with liquid fertiliser kit would
split .................................................£8,500.

Rolland silage trailer kit for Rolland TC
18/27;22/32 RS 6332, RS 6835.............POA

Simba 23c 4.4m 32 discs, 17 discs front
row 15 discs rear row, hydraulic angling,
hydraulic folding rear draw bar and pipe,
discs are 1/2 worn ................................POA

Vaderstad HV77 12.2 Cambridge rolls ...POA

1995 KUHN MANAGER 4+3 hydraulic auto
reset wagon plough. H4 bodies, very good
metal work, hydraulic front furrow
adjustment ............................................POA

KUHN AERO choice of  2218 and 2224
fertiliser spreader c/w optional
microgranular kit...................................POA

Vaderstad unused seed tank  for 
rapid...................................................£800.

2010 Vaderstad RS1020 Crosskill C/W
Cross board...........................................POA







Made in Germany 

Vehicles made in Germany have an enviable reputation 
for the quality of their engineering. To find out if 
that’s justified, Sandy Cox has been speaking to 
a Cambridgeshire family about their experiences 
operating Case-IH Maxxum 5150s and 956XLs, while 
David Laley has been finding out how two John Deeres, 
a pair of Mercs, a Fendt and a Case-IH have been 
performing for their respective owners. 
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EARNING A 
REPUTATION

replaced. Originally, it was their main tractor and was 
used for ploughing with a five-furrow reversible and 
hauling sugar beet to the local factory. It moved down 
to a secondary supporting role in 2004.

“What I like is that you can do anything with 
them,” says Matt, “whether that’s ploughing, power 
harrowing, trailer work or ridging potatoes on narrow 
wheels. The 5.9-litre Cummins is a good engine and 
very reliable.” 

Both of the Goldings’ Maxxum 5150 Pros have done 
around 10,000 hours.

Model Case IH Maxxum 5150 Pro x2  

Year 1996 and 1997

Engine CDC 6T-590 turbo, 5.9 litre, 132hp

Transmission 24x20 and 24x24 power shuttle

Built Neuss

Hours 10,200 and 9800

Main tasks Spraying, ridging, hedge cutting, 
baling

Factsheet

FATHER AND SON TEAM Richard and Matt 
Golding, who farm near Ely on the Cambridgeshire/
Norfolk border, bought the first of their two Case-IH 
Maxxum 5150 Pro tractors in early 1998. The 
1997-built machine had been used by Case-IH at 
shows and had done fewer than 200 hours. Their 
second Maxxum 5150 Pro, a 1996 example, had 
clocked 2500-3000 hours when purchased at 3-4 
years old. 

The Goldings’ first Maxxum 5150 Pro represented 
a useful step up in power from the Maxxum 5130 it 

Case-IH Maxxum 5150 Pro x2

“They’ve given us very little trouble,” states Matt. 
“They’ve both had head gaskets and one had its 
brakes done at 12 years old as a precaution. The 1996 
tractor had to have a new bonnet and radiator after a 
truck backed into it at the beet factory and pushed the 
bonnet through the windscreen.”

Today, the 1996 machine does most of the spraying 
as well as ridging potatoes, while the 1997-built 
Maxxum looks after the hedge cutting and baling, the 
latter being carried out using a new Massey Ferguson 
in-line small baler. 

Case Study

This Case-IH Maxxum 5150 Pro does all the spraying for the Golding family. 
The 10,200-hour tractor received a new bonnet a few years ago. 

The Golding family’s German-built Case-IH Maxxum 5150 
Pro and Case-IH 956XL. The Maxxum, a 1996-built machine 
with 10,200 hours clocked, has been part of their working 
fleet at Ely, Cambs, since 1998. The 1988 Case-IH 956XL, 
a very tidy and mainly original example with just 5700 
hours under its belt, is a recent purchase. 

• Cummins six-cylinder engine • Powershuttle and 
four-speed powershift gearbox • Compact size

• Needed additional lift ram for 4m power harrow   
• Bounces on road 
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drive, which was purchased 10 years ago, has done 
4100 hours, while the two-wheel drive, which arrived 
18 months ago, is on 12,000 hours.

“A month ago I spotted an advert for an 
F-registration 956XL that was in really good order,” 
explains Richard. “It has done 5700 hours, which 
isn’t a lot for its age. The doors and wheels had been 
repainted and it has had some new rear mudguards, 
but the rest of the tractor is all original.

“I’ve always wanted a good one and won’t be using it 
as a working tractor,” he adds. “I like everything about 
this model: for its size it pulls well and the XL cab was 
the front runner when it came out. The IH six-cylinder 
engine is one of the sweetest there is, even today.”

RICHARD AND MATT GOLDING own 30 tractors. While 
their frontline machines are modern Valtras, they are 
supported by a large number of older David Brown and 
Case IH models from the 1970s, 80s and 90s. 

The latest addition to their line-up, arriving at the 
end of November, is a German-built, two-wheel drive, 
1988 Case IH 956XL. Richard had been looking for a 
good example of this model for many years. He says 
he would have liked to have bought a new one, but 
couldn’t afford it at the time and had to settle for an 
856XL, which he still owns. 

The latest addition to the family’s fleet joins a pair 
of French-built D-plate 956XLs, one in two-wheel 
drive and one with driven front wheels. The four-wheel 

Case-IH 956XL

Above left: Before joining the Goldings, this 
Case-IH 956XL spent time in North Lincolnshire. 
It has only done 5700 hours and is in fabulous 
shape. 

Above right: The seat inside the Goldings’ 
newly acquired Case-IH 956XL isn’t original, 
but the rest of the very tidy cab interior is just 
as it left the factory.

Model Case-IH 956XL 

Year 1988

Engine IH D-358, 5.9 litre, 95hp

Transmission 16x8 synchromesh

Built Neuss

Hours 5700

Main task Recreation

Factsheet

• Sweet IH six-cylinder engine • Comfortable XL cab   
• Pulls well for its size

•  PTO hand clutch • Right-hand High/Low splitter not 
very user friendly  
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clean MB-Trac 16 years ago to haul his rare Marshall 
steam engine. However, because of its excellent road 
going credentials, the 95hp tractor was also used for 
grain haulage on the farm.

“My father bought it from sprayer specialist Gary Avison 
over at Woodhall Spa, and it had previously worked on 
a farm down in Devon,” says Stephen. “It’s great on the 
road and light on its feet when we’ve occasionally used it 
for rolling with a set of 6.2m Edlington rolls.”

Stephen says the 9300-hour MB-trac’s only major 
drawbacks are its poor turning circle and a pick-up 
hitch that’s mounted very low to the ground.

“You have to be very careful when swapping over 
grain trailers, but other than that it’s a brilliant tractor 
and will start first time in any weather,” he concludes.

3350 is particularly suited to PTO work, and continues 
to handle the drilling with ease,” he adds. “It has also 
outlasted the other tractors that were in our fleet when 
it first arrived, and it has been the most reliable tractor 
we’ve owned.”

The 140hp John Deere 6068T 6.8-litre turbo engine in 
the 6910 is matched to a 24x24 PowrQuad transmission. 

The Danforths’ 8000-hour John Deere 6910 now 
assists a pair of more modern Fendts and a new John 
Deere 6120M. Aside from drilling, these days it carries out 
all of the farm’s mowing, fertiliser and muck spreading, 
and also lends a hand carting silage and fodder beet.

“It is my Dad’s favourite tractor on the farm and likely 
to be with us for many years to come,” says Ben. 

THE CLEMENTS FAMILY  have been farming near 
Newark in Nottinghamshire for more than a century. 
Fourth generation farmer Stephen Clements looks after 
400 acres of arable land that supports wheat, barley 
and grassland under a stewardship scheme. 

Although most of his land is now rented-out to 
a neighbouring farm, his small fleet of German-built 
tractors, namely a John Deere 6820 and 6200SE and 
a Mercedes-Benz MB-trac and Unimog, remain in 
regular use. 

Most of the haulage on the farm is carried out by 
a 1985 Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 1000 bought by his 
father, and a 1997 Mercedes-Benz Unimog U1600, both 
built at the company’s Gaggenau plant east of Stuttgart.

Stephen’s father Philip, now 85, bought his very 

WEST YORKSHIRE beef, dairy and arable farmers 
Richard Danforth and his late father, Barry, bought 
this Mannheim-built John Deere 6910 new in 2000, to 
support their front-line ploughing tractor, a John Deere 
7710. The 6910 also joined a John Deere 3350 on the 
Danforths’ 550-acre farm that back then grew grass, 
maize, and fodder beet along with cereals and potatoes.

“During its first couple of years it became our main 
drilling tractor, using a 4m Kuhn/Accord combi-drill 
and Farm Force front press, and it still does the same 
job today, albeit with a narrower 3m combi-drill,” says 
Richard’s son Ben. “It also did all of our bed tilling until 
we stopped growing potatoes in 2002.

“Thanks to its excellent power-to-weight ratio, the 

Mercedes MB-trac 1000

John Deere 6910

Above left: Stephen Clements’ father Philip 
bought this smart 1985 Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 
1000 in 2004 specifically to haul a low loader.

Above right: Newark farmers Philip and 
Stephen Clements use their 9300-hour 
Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 1000 for haulage on 
their 400-acre farm. 

Above left: Richard Danforth using his 
Mannheim-built 2000 John Deere 6910, right, 
to haul fodder beet away from a contractor’s 
harvester and JD 6910. 

Above right: Summer jobs for the Danforths’ 
John Deere 6910 include carting silage on 
their dairy farm. The Krone Big X belongs to 
Westaby Contracting.

Model Mercedes-Benz MB-trac 1000 

Year 1985

Engine Mercedes Benz OM352, 6.0-litre, 
95hp

Transmission 16x8

Built Gaggenau

Hours 9300

Main tasks Haulage work

Factsheet

Model John Deere 6910

Year 2000

Engine John Deere 6068T, 6.8 litre, 140hp

Transmission 24x24 PowrQuad

Built Mannheim

Hours 8000

Main tasks Drilling, mowing, muck and 
fertiliser spreading, haulage

Factsheet

• Exceptional starter that � res up in any weather 
• Excellent fuel economy for transport work

• Turning circle not especially tight • Pick-up hitch low 
to the ground  

• Excellent power-to-weight ratio • The most-reliable 
tractor on the farm • Easy to maintain 

• None. Rated as a fantastic all-rounder by its owners 
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Since buying his 1991 John Deere 3350, Chris has 
completed most of the ploughing on his father’s farm 
with a four-furrow Dowdeswell DP7 reversible plough. 
He’s also used his 3350 for power harrowing and 
baling, and just recently it’s started to trim hedges with 
a recently-acquired McConnell hedge cutter. 

“While I love spending time in the SG2 cab, my John 
Deere hasn’t been without some problems this year,” 
says Chris. “I had to split it to replace the transmission 
pump and also had to swap a fuse board after the 
electrics started to play up. 

“Aside from these issues, I’ve enjoyed using the 
tractor for a wide variety of tasks. It’s one of the best-
balanced ploughing tractors I’ve ever driven and it’s great 
for PTO work too. Overall, I’m very pleased with it.”

“It has done 118,000 miles, which is nothing for a 
Unimog of this age,” notes Stephen. “Being left-hand 
drive is no issue at all, and it’s the most comfortable 
and powerful tractor I’ve ever used on the road with 
the low loader and for carting grain.”

Stephen was also pleased to discover his U1600’s 
6-litre Mercedes Benz OM366LA engine was fitted 
with an intercooler, boosting its power from a standard 
156hp to almost 200hp.

“While it’s most suited to haulage work, I’ve also 
made use of the PTO and three-point linkage with 
a mower for looking after our stewardship margins 
and grassland,” he adds. 

“Overall, my Unimog has been very reliable, and 
I don’t ever see it leaving my fleet.”

WHEN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE plant operator and part-
time farmer Chris Hardy decided he wanted a capable 
working tractor to assist his father Philip on their 
80-acre arable farm, he went looking for a naturally-
aspirated six-cylinder classic.

“Because I’d been brought up with 10 Series Fords 
on our family farm, I really wanted a six-cylinder 
7810,” says Chris. “But they were steadily creeping up 
in price and as a result the good ones that came up for 
sale were slightly beyond my budget.

“However, in October 2019 I discovered a smart-
looking, J-registered four-wheel drive John Deere 
3350 that was within budget. It was being advertised 
by second-hand machinery dealer R.  J. & K.  D. 
McLean of Shaftesbury in Dorset.”

NOT CONTENT WITH owning one German-built haulage 
tractor, Notts farmer Stephen Clements has also been 
the proud owner of a full agricultural specification 1997 
Mercedes-Benz Unimog U1600 for the past three years. 
This left-hand drive model is equipped with a category 
III three-point linkage, PTO, and pick-up hitch.

“I had seen one in the unloading area at the Newark 
Vintage Tractor & Heritage Show, and always hankered 
after owning one to use for grain carting and to haul my 
father’s steam engine, basically to give his MB-trac an 
easier life,” says Stephen. “I thought the additional power 
would be better for hauling the tandem axle Bailey low 
loader I had bought and also for larger grain trailers.”

Stephen sourced his Unimog U1600 from a plant 
hire contractor in Essex.

John Deere 3350

Mercedes Unimog U1600

Above left: Chris Hardy’s 1991 John Deere 3350 
in corn carting mode, catching a load from 
another of his recent purchases, a 1985 Massey 
Ferguson 860 combine.   

Above right: Chris enjoys driving his John 
Deere 3350 and says it’s well-suited to 
ploughing and PTO work. Here, he is baling 
with his father’s Claas Markant 65.

Above left: Stephen Clements’ agricultural 
specification Mercedes-Benz Unimog U1600 is 
at its best hauling this tandem-axle Bailey low 
loader.

Above right: The Unimog’s six-litre Mercedes-
Benz OM366LA engine benefits from an 
intercooler that Stephen says boosts power 
from 156hp to nearly 200hp. 

Model John Deere 3350

Year 1991

Engine 6.0 litre John Deere 6359DL, 
100hp

Transmission 16x8 synchromesh

Built Mannheim

Hours n/a

Main task Ploughing, power harrowing, 
baling, and hedge cutting

Factsheet

Model Mercedes Benz Unimog U1600

Year 1997

Engine 6.0-litre Mercedes OM366LA 
turbo and intercooled, 200hp

Transmission 16x16

Built Gaggenau

Hours 118,000

Main tasks Haulage work, grass cutting

Factsheet

• Very well balanced for ploughing • The SG2 cab, 
once you’re inside

• Access to the cab • Hydraulic power for tipping 
larger grain trailers is not the best 

• Brilliant on the road for speed and comfort 
• Intercooler pushes power up towards 200hp

• Heavy clutch • Implement attachment not 
straightforward
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four-speed powershift gearbox remains a joy 
to operate.”

In more recent years, the Maxxum’s workload 
has been reduced as the Wainmans’ farming and 
contracting enterprises have expanded. Currently, 
a trio of modern Case IH Pumas carry out the bulk 
of the work in the business. 

“We’re currently farming 1200 acres jointly with 
another farm, and also run a successful bed and 
breakfast pig enterprise alongside a busy contract 
baling business in the summer months,” explains 
John. “We’ve pooled our machinery resources 
together, but the Maxxum 5130 continues to play an 
important role as our front-line hedge cutting tractor, 
and occasionally it also carries out rolling with front 
and rear duals fitted. It’s unlikely to leave our farm.”

before offering it for sale. While my Dad, Chris, was 
initially sceptical about replacing the Maxxum with 
a high-hour modern classic, the Favorit 515C has an 
exceptional specification for its age. Since we bought 
the Fendt, it has become our favourite tractor on the 
farm and performs front-line duties along with assisting 
me with my contracting business.”

Mike and Chris’s immaculate 150hp Favorit 515C 
has now clocked an impressive 16,000 hours. It 
currently rakes and teds grass, does all of the bale 
wrapping, drills beet and is also kept busy corn carting.

“It has a fantastic power-to-weight ratio,” adds Mike, 
“and thanks to its suspension system and Turboshift 
50kph gearbox it drives like a car. I can’t see it ever 
leaving our farm – it has been that good.”

EAST YORKSHIRE FARMER John Wainman bought 
this M-registration 1994 Case-IH Maxxum 5130 Plus 
second-hand from local Case IH dealer Farmstar Ltd 
in 1996. Almost 25 years and 9000 hours later, the 
Neuss-built modern classic continues to work smoothly 
and reliably with a Bomford Hawk hedge cutter.

“Back in the mid-1990s, we went looking for a 
compact six-cylinder tractor to carry out all of our hay 
making and corn carting,” says John. “The tractor 
also needed to be powerful enough for top work and 
operating a 3.5m power harrow.

“We discovered the two-year-old Case-IH Maxxum 
5130 Plus at Farmstar in 1996, and reckoned it 
would be the ideal tractor to carry out those tasks. 
In the 24 years we’ve owned it, the smooth-running 
Cummins engine has never been touched, and the 

MODERN FENDT TRACTORS have formed the 
backbone of contractor Mike Leckenby’s fleet for almost 
a decade. When the time came to replace a basic 
specification Case IH Maxxum MXM140 on his parents’ 
415-acre mixed farm near Helmsley, North Yorkshire, in 
2013, Mike discovered a 1997 Fendt Favorit 515C that 
was being rebuilt by local Fendt dealer Brockhills.

“The first time I saw the 515C it was in bits at 
Brockhills,” explains Mike. “It had done 11,500 hours 
and had suffered a broken gearbox. The previous owner 
was loaned a Fendt 820 Vario while the repair work was 
carried out, and he decided to buy the loan tractor.

“Brockhills chose to give the Favorit 515C
a comprehensive engine and gearbox rebuild, and the 
dealership also repainted the tractor’s grey chassis 

Case-IH Maxxum 5130 Plus 

Fendt Favorit 515C

Above left: East Yorkshire farmer John 
Wainman has run this 1994 Case-IH Maxxum 
5130 Plus since 1996. This smart-looking 
Maxxum has racked-up 9365 hours.  

Above right: Since 2015, John’s Case-IH 
Maxxum 5130 has been his main hedge-cutting 
tractor. It has spent the past year working 
with this Bomford Hawk trimmer.

Above left: Mike and Chris Leckenby bought 
this 1997 Fendt Favorit 515C from local dealer 
Brockhills in 2013. It replaced a Case IH 
Maxxum MXM140. 

Above right: Corn carting alongside a Claas 
Dominator 98S is one this Fendt’s main 
summer jobs. The immaculate machine has 
clocked 16,000 hours.

Model Case IH Maxxum 5130 Plus 

Year 1994

Engine CDC 6-590, 5.9-litre, 105hp

Transmission 16x12 four-speed powershift

Built Neuss

Hours 9365

Main tasks Hedge cutting and rolling

Factsheet

Model Fendt Favorit 515C

Year 1997

Engine 6.2-litre MWM, 150hp

Transmission Turboshift 24x24 full powershift 

Built Marktoberdorf

Hours 16,000

Main tasks Grass raking, tedding, wrapping, 
rolling, beet drilling, corn carting

Factsheet

• The smooth and reliable Cummins six-cylinder engine 
• Four-speed powershift gearbox is a joy to operate

• Hydraulic position controls are quite basic  

• The super smooth Turboshift gearbox 
• High specification • Lots of creature comforts, 
suspension, etc 

• Dry brakes are crude and require regular 
maintenance. 



CASE IH 956XL 
G REG, TURBO, TIDY, 
C/W DROMONE HITCH  ........  £POA

IH 1255XL 
TIDY TRACTOR REALLY COLLECTABLE 
NOT MANY ABOUT ................£17,000

CASE IH 956XL 4WD 
G REG, C/W LOADER  ...........£POA

IH 434 
TIDY TRACTOR IDEAL ROADS RUNS 
LIGHTS & INDICATORS ........... £POA

CASE IH 895XL
J REG C/W LOADER AWAITING 
PREPARATION ......................£POA

CASE IH 844XL 
2WD H REG AWAITING 
PREPARATION ........................£POA

McCONNEL PA5000T AXLE 
MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER
............................................. £POA

IH 955XL X REG ...................SOLD
MORE AVAILABLE 
RING FOR DETAILS

MCCONNEL PA 93 CLASSIC 2004 
CABLE CONTROL ................ £6,000

IH 885XL
C REG, NICE COLLECTABLE 
TRACTOR ............................  £POA

CASE IH 956XL E REG SOLD G REG 
AVAILABLE........RING FOR DETAILS

FORD 7810
J REG 7,306 HRS FRONT FENDERS 
TIDY .................................... £POA

WIDE SELECTION OF 
LOADER BRACKETS,

LOADERS AND
LOADER ATTACHMENTS

Cow Down Road, Whitegate, Forton, Chard, Somerset TA20 4HW

K
G

Mobile: 07771 852774       www.kgkingston.co.uk   kevingkingston@yahoo.co.uk

FORD 4600 4WD V REG 
V.TIDY .................................£8,000

IH 1055 W REG EX LINCS ARABLE 
TRACTOR VERY CLEAN ......£13,000

ZETOR 6340E 
4,460 HRS M REG TIDY .......£9,500

IH 5055 TURBO 
C/W LOADER .................... £15,000

SELECTION OF SHEAR GRABS 
RING FOR DETAILS

KIDD 6-10 STRAW CHOPPER
............................................. £1,600

IH 485L
B REG, GENUINE 1,233 HOURS
..........................................  £8,250

CASE IH 1056XL
E REG, 40K, AIR CON, 
OVERHAULED ................  £18,000

CASE 1490 NEEDS ATTENTION 
CHOICE ............................... £POA

TEAGLE TITAN 7 & 8T GRAIN 
TRAILERS AVAILABLE 
........................................... £POA

TEAGLE TOUCAN 8T FORAGE 
HARVESTER 
OUTFIT HARD TO FIND .......... £POA

KIDD 814 STRAW CHOPPER 
NOT DONE MUCH ...............£2,950

KUHN PRIMOR 3560 STRAW/
SILAGE CHOPPER ELECTRIC 
CONTROLS .........................£4,250

CASE IH 995XL
L REG, C/W LOADER,  AWAITING 
PREPARATION  .................... £POA

CASE IH 885XL
F REG WITH OR WITHOUT 
LOADER   ............................. £POA

CASE IH 4230XL
P REG, C/W QUICKE LOADER,
AWAITING PREPARATION .... £POA

CASE IH CX90   
LP 4WD V REG 
C/W LOADER 

GOING THROUGH 
WORKSHOP  

 £POA

CASE IH 1056XL   
G REG  

GOING THROUGH 

WORKSHOP 
£POA

CASE IH 844XL 
4WD   

C/W LOADER 
AWAITING 

PREPARATION  
 £POA

KIDD 4-5 STRAW CHOPPER
..............................................£1,750

McCONNEL PA5600 
AXLE MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER     
............................................  £POA

McCONNEL PA96E 
HEDGETRIMMER
2010 ELECTRIC CONTROL .... £POA

McCONNEL DITCH KING 
CHOICE OF 2 
............................................. £POA 

FORD 4000
L REG, 1 OWNER, PS
..........................................  £5,500

FORD 4600
Q CAB, 5,202 HRS, V REG 
........................................... £POA

FORD 8210 
Y REG  .................................. £POA

McCONNEL PA6585 VFR AXLE 
MOUNT HEDGETRIMMER 
........................................  £12,000

FORD 6610 Y REG 7,764 HRS 
IDEAL STRAW CHOPPER 
TRACTOR ............................ £POA

DAVID BROWN 1212 
GOOD TYRES .....................£3,000

SELECTION OF DUNG GRABS 
RING FOR DETAILS
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Case CS78 c/w MX100 loader, 
clean out“ t .........................£14,900

Case JX95 4wd, shuttle, just 1745 
hrs, immaculate ................£17,900

Case Farmall 95 c/w loader, 2014, 
shuttle, 2,345 hrs ..............£26,500

JD 2650 2wd, 80HP, low pro“ le 
cab .......................................£6,900

Case Magnum 240 MX c/w PUH, 
850 x 42 tyres ...................£23,900

Case 795XL 4wd with loader 
brackets & valves, low hrs ..£9,500

Case Maxxum 150 4wd 6 cyl, 650 x 
38, 50K, active 8 trans, 175 hrs ..POA

Case Maxxum 110 c/w loader, 
2014, cab suspension ......4,000 hrs

Terex 25.06 compact handler, 
2008, easy access cab............. POA

Merlo multi farmer, c/w rear linkage 
& PTO, 120HP, 40K, •09 .............. POA

Manitou MLA 628 turbo, only 4,300 
hrs, v. smart ................................. POA

JCB 525-50 compact, •09, easy 
access cab .................................. POA

Manitou 728 telehandler, 4 wheel 
steer, 7m..............................£9,500

Manitou MLT 627 Turbo, 2006, c/w 
PUH, 6,500 hrs, mint................. POA

Terex 860 Elite, 2005, powershift, 
F&R quick hitch ....................... POA

NH LB115 backhoe 4 wheel steer, 
2002, 6,100 hrs ......................... POA

MF 50D 4wd low hrs, also 2wd 
...........................................in stock

Takeuchi TB180 (8T) c/w QH & 3 
buckets ............................. 5,500 hrs

NH Kobelco E50 & E80 (5 & 8T) 
diggers, •07 & •08 ....................... POA

Hitachi Zaxis 18 c/w 3 buckets, 
•05, 3400 hrs .............................. POA

Spearhead 550 & 565 Excel, also 
Twiga Orbital 836T, cuts LH or RH POA

McConnel PA550 Hy-reach, 65HP 
motor/pump with oil cooler ..£8500

McConnel PA6565T, 6500T, 
6585T, 7070T & 8085T in stock

McConnel VFR used & demo 
PA5360, 6085, 6570, 7285 .......POA

McConnel PA6575T V5 controls, 
hyd head roller, demo ................ POA

McConnel PA6085 VFR RH cut, 
2016, local owner, superb ......... POA

Iveco 7.5T beavertail lorry with 
winch ..........................................£2,950

Kuhn HR4003 & 6003 power 
harrows from .......................£5,250

Pichon 3200 fully galv, steering 
axle, overhead boom ..........£11,500

Bunning, Joskin, West & K2 rear 
discharge spreaders, choice

Herbst 2500 on 30.5 x 32, 2 “ ll 
valves, sprung d/bar ...........£5,500

Kuhn Merge Maxx 950, 2020, 
ex-demo, good saving ...............POA

JPM 20T dump trailer, 2015, air & 
hyd brakes, 445 x 22.5 wheels

Simba 3m X-Press disc c/w rear 
packer & front std bar .......  £6,900

Tulip multidisc 300 with rear 
packer roller, v. clean .........£3,500

Joskin 11000L c/w trailing shoe
..................................available Jan

Chief 6/8T stonecart on BKT 23.1 x 
26 ” otation tyres, sliding conveyor

KV 5F rev auto reset ES160 no. 28 
boards, hyd v/w ...................£3,900

Eurospec 24• x 8• bale trailer on 
500 x 15.3 ” otation wheels ..£6,500

Joskin 16000L (3500G) on 
steering axle, new.......£28,500

Taarup & KV 12m tub feeders, 
front conveyor, from ............£4,750

JD Gator 855D with power steering, 
2014, only 1480 hrs ..............£7,750

Kverneland 7850C twin satellite 
wrapper, 2013, 15K bales ........POA

Lely 1020 & 1500 Pro“  tedders 
from .......................................£10,500 

 Tel: 028 37 548971   Mob: 07710 372273
Over 300 machines in stock             Co Tyrone, Northern Ireland

View at www.alexander-mills.co.uk  Email: sales@alexander-mills.co.uk

T l 028 37548971 M b 07710372273



Made in Germany 

Fendt Favorit 600 Series tractors were never that common in the UK in 
the early 1980s, this being at a time when the prestige German brand 
was very much a niche player in the market. So to find a pair of original 
import Favorits in the same ownership, and also with consecutive 
registration numbers, is very unusual. That’s just what Pete Small has 
been to see at Brechin in Angus. 

Above right and below: Ian and William 
Christie’s Favorit 612 LS, left, and Favorit 
610 LS, are both original imports. They 
were sold new by dealer H. Mackintosh & 
Son of Forfar, Angus, in 1984. They went 
to different customers, but 
received consecutive 
A-plate registrations.

PLATE MATES

TRACTORS WITH CONSECUTIVE  
registration numbers were once a common sight 
in agriculture, especially in the 1960s and 70s. 

Often, following a good year, some farms, especially 
larger ones, would renew their tractor fleet en masse.      

By the 1980s, following a tightening of belts and 
a trend towards fewer, larger tractors, this multi-
machine purchasing practice became less common. 
One of the places you still saw tractors with consecutive 
registrations were in dealers’ yards, but these machines 
would usually head off to different buyers.  

Time moves on and finding two 1980s tractors 
with consecutive registrations, but from very 
different ownership backgrounds, is now quite 
unusual. It is even more of a feat when the tractors 
are not from a volume seller such as MF, Ford, DB 
or IH, but the prestige German brand of Fendt. 

It has to be remembered that despite its current 
proliferation, Fendt was very much a niche 

brand in the UK 40 years ago.  
The two tractors in question, 
a two-wheel drive Fendt 

Favorit 610 LS and 
a four-wheel 

drive Favorit 

612 LS, both on 1984 ‘A’ plates, are owned by the 
father and son team of Ian and William Christie from 
Burghill, near Brechin in Angus. Both men are well-
versed in the German marque as Ian currently drives 
a Fendt 828 Vario on a local farm and his son William 
works for the local Fendt dealer, Ross Agri Services 
Ltd, based at St. Cyrus, near Montrose. Over the 
years, Ian has driven a Fendt 716, 718, 820 and 724, 
all Varios, as well as his current 828 Vario, using them 
for a wide variety of operations, including ploughing, 
drilling and at one time spraying. His employer’s 
working tractors are often used to haul the Christies’ 
pair of classic Fendts to events throughout the area 
during the summer months.

William has worked for Ross Agri Services, 
mainly in its workshop, since leaving school in 2007. 
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Original Fendt dealer 

Right: Both Favorits are 
fitted with importer Bill 

Bennett Engineering’s 
own pick-up hitches. 

During the repairs 
to the rotten rear 
mudguards on the 

Favorit 612 LS, left, they 
were widened to reduce 

road spray.

Bottom right: This 
replica of one of the 

decals applied by 
Fendt’s original UK 

importer, Bill Bennett 
Engineering of Chipping 

Sodbury, Bristol, is 
a nice touch on the 

Favorit 610. 

Right: Ian’s main drive back in 2017, a Fendt 
724 Vario owned by his employer, joins the 

Favorit 612 and Favorit 610 at Burghill, 
near Brechin.

FORMER FENDT DEALER Harry Mackintosh has provided 
some background to his time selling the German tractors 
from premises in Forfar, the county town of Angus. H. 
Mackintosh & Son took on the Fendt agency in mid-1981, 
having previously represented International Harvester. 
Before this, the business, based at Dom Street, close to 
the livestock market in Forfar, was a highly successful 
Massey-Harris agent from the inter-war period. Its 
involvement with Massey-Harris led to the dealership 
producing a power lift for the company’s tractors and 
a range of implements to compliment the machines 
equipped with this then-advanced feature. H. Mackintosh 
& Son’s connection with IH came to an abrupt end after 
the manufacturer gave the agency to Sellars, which had 
moved to a depot at nearby Letham. 
During its time representing Fendt, H. Mackintosh & Son 
sold a decent number of the German tractors to farms in 
the county of Angus and beyond. It was the first Fendt 
dealer north of Edinburgh and had customers in Ayrshire, 
Fife and around the capital itself. Customers admired 
the build quality and paint work of the Fendt machines 
and they loved the Turbomatik clutch and frugal fuel 
consumption, says Harry. At the time, Fendts 
were only £700 more expensive than corresponding John 
Deeres, but heavy discounting of the leaping Deeres by 
the then local dealer put pressure on Fendt sales. 
H. Mackintosh & Son worked hard at selling the brand, 
and carried out 24-hour demonstrations and contract 
operations with local farmers using a Fendt hitched to 
a German-built Deutzi drill. According to Harry, importer 
Bill Bennet Engineering provided excellent service, 
better than its successor Bonhill Engineering, and the 
availability of parts was never a problem. In fact, Fendt 
employees from the factory in Germany used to attend 
the Royal Highland Show and talk to Scottish farmers 
about their views and requirements. 
The high price of second-hand Fendt tractors made 
selling them difficult and with importer Bonhill 
Engineering not providing the service that was expected, 
H. Mackintosh & Son gave up the franchise in the mid-
1990s, leaving it free to concentrate on Honda ATVs and 
horticultural equipment.

His mechanical skills are put to good use maintaining 
and refreshing the family’s two classics. 

The first Fendt Favorit to join the Christies 
was the two-wheel drive 610 LS, registration 
number A648 TTS. This tractor was purchased in 
June 2015, after Ian heard that it was being sold 
by a local farm. He went with William to have 
a look; they both liked what they saw and did 
a deal to buy the Fendt. This was just as well as 
the owner, James McCall of Mains of Aldbar, had 
already sent in a classified advert to CLASSIC 
TRACTOR. Apparently when the magazine came 
out, after the deal had been done, he received 
a lot of phone calls. 

James was the second owner of A648 TTS. 
He had a drainage business and is thought to 
have been related to the first owner of the tractor, 
possibly Ronnie McCall of East Drums Farm. 
During its time with its first owner, the Favorit 610 
LS is thought to have ploughed with a four-furrow 
reversible and carted potatoes. It was bought 
new in 1984 from H. Mackintosh & Son of Forfar, 
a long-established machinery dealership with 
a history going back to before the Second World 
War, during which time it became famed for its work 
selling Massey-Harris equipment. A648 TTS was the 
last two-wheel drive Fendt sold by the dealership. 

Fast forward to 2015, and once Ian and 
William had got their Fendt Favorit 610 LS home, 
they gave it a thorough inspection. This led to 
a full engine rebuild, during which a cracked 
piston was discovered, new liners were fitted, 
and the big and small ends of the cranks received 
some attention. The fuel injectors were also 

refurbished and a new battery was fitted. All 
the new parts were genuine Fendt items, these 
including tail light holders at a hefty £100 
apiece. A pair of second-hand rear tyres came 
from a set of dual wheels and proved to be 
a good match for the original front tyres. Talking 
of wheel equipment, it is interesting to note that 
this two-wheel drive Favorit 610 LS is equipped 
with factory-fitted pressed steel front mudguards, 
which were very unusual for the time. 

The tractor had a thorough clean and all the paint 
was buffed-up and the cab interior was cleaned and 
polished too, leaving the Favorit in cracking original 
condition. This fabulous machine starts every time, 
despite having done over 7000 hours, and it has never 
let the Christies down. 

They didn’t have to wait long to double the 
numbers when a second Favorit, this time a more 
powerful four-wheel drive 612 LS, became available 
through Ross Agri Service’s dealership network. 
Better still, the registration (A647 TTS) of this four-
wheel drive Fendt was consecutive to their Favorit 610 
(A648 TTS). The Christies had known of the existence 
of this particular machine, and its relationship to their 
existing Fendt was instrumental in their decision to 
make another big purchase. 

This particular Favorit 612 LS had been bought 
new in 1984 by Ian Milne of Carcary, near Montrose, 
and he ran it until 2001, at which time it moved to 
R. & S. Fisheries of Kinnaber, near Montrose. There, it 
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was used on a low loader and with a dump truck and 
although it was used sparingly, hauling the dump 
trailer was hard work. 

Speaking to the Milne family, who are still 
farming with Fendts today, reveals a bit of the history 
of their old 612 LS. The driver, the late Bill Black, was 
described as being a tremendous operator who took 
great pride in being able to drive dead-straight, this 
being long before GPS arrived. The Milnes bought 
their first Fendt, a two-wheel drive Farmer 308, in 
1978 or 1979, and this is thought to have been the 
first Fendt sold in Scotland. 

The Milne family were Ross Agri Services’ 
first customers after the dealership took over the 
franchise for the area. Over the years they have run 
Farmer 309 and 310 and Favorit 611 models and only 
one of their tractors has ever needed a spanner on its 

Top: The 95hp MWM 5.65-litre six-cylinder 
engine in the Fendt Favorit 610 LS runs very 
sweetly now thanks to a rebuild in 2015. 
The work included the fitment of new liners 
and crank bearings.

Above: These two Fendt Favorits, 
registrations A648 TTS and A647 TTS, spent 
their working lives with different owners, 
but it’s possible they rubbed shoulders like 
this in the yard of their original supplying 
dealer, H. Mackintosh & Son of Forfar.

Right: Hydraulic and spool valve controls are 
well laid out and fall to hand easily. There’s 

also a handy ash tray for when smoking was 
cool, and a tray for cigs, a lighter and those 

‘New Romantic’ cassette tapes.

Right centre: Treating the previously grubby 
velour roof lining with Auto Smart G101 

cleaning product transformed its appearance, 
giving the cab a modern feel for its age.

Below right: There’s a lot of bare metal 
surfaces in the Favorit cab, making it look a 

little spartan by today’s standards, but it’s all 
very functional and uncluttered. 

Because the Fendt Favorit 610 LS has been left in its work 
clothes, you can still see the marks on the chassis rail 
were a front-mounted furrow press used to be fitted. 

engine, and that was only to replace the head gasket 
on their Farmer 310. 

The Milnes used their Fendt Favorit 612 with 
a Dowdeswell five-furrow plough, an MF 30 drill and 
a New Holland forage harvester. 

Ian Milne says his Favorit 612 was a very reliable 
tractor, although he recalls that some of his older 
employees were initially not very enthusiastic about 
the German-made Fendts, possibly because of 
lingering post-war ill feeling.    

With the Favorit 612 in their possession, the 
Christies got their spanners and cleaning rags out 
again. William’s employer, Ross Agri Services, was kind 
enough to allow the family to use its workshop facilities 
during the Christmas and New Year interlude of 2015. 



The tractor was stripped down to a skid unit to 
enable it to be thoroughly cleaned.  The 
engine was found to be in tip-top 
order, so only the fluids and 
filters were changed. The 
gearbox, four-wheel 
drive and hydraulics 
were also given 
a clean bill of 
health. The wheels 
were removed 
for shotblasting 
by a contactor 
from Finavon. On 
completion, Martin 
Ross kindly resprayed 
them, after which new 
tyres were fitted to the 
front wheels.

The cab interior required 
quite a lot of work. After it had been 
stripped down, William sprayed the frame. 
The trim was refitted and the roof lining, which was 
extremely grubby, was successfully cleaned using 
Auto Smart G101. A new floor mat, again sourced 
through Fendt, was fitted.  

The replacement seat fitted to the Favorit 612 
LS by the Christies isn’t genuine, but it does look 
authentic. However, they would like to source 
a genuine seat at some point and they would 
also like to find someone who is capable of re-
upholstering the seat in their Favorit 610 LS using 
the correct period material. They are also hoping that 
someone will be able to tell them where they can get 
the exhaust system enamelled correctly.

Turning to the exterior, the cab roof also came in 
for attention, receiving a repair and being thoroughly 
cleaned before it was repainted. The rear wings also 
needed some repairs due to corrosion. The rusty 
outer edges were cut off and new sheet steel was 
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THE CURRENT FENDT DEALER in Angus is Ross Agri 
Services Ltd, based at St. Cyrus near Montrose. This 
business is one of only three of the original UK Fendt 
dealers remaining from the period before the German 
manufacturer was taken over by AGCO in 1997. Founded 
by Bill and Ethel Ross in 1972, Ross Agri Services 
initially focused on machinery hire. This venture proved 
so successful that in 1976 the couple branched out into 
agricultural contracting and selling replacement parts. 
After one of the Ford tractors they were using for 
contracting suffered a major rupture just in front of the 
rear linkage while it was being used with a 4m front and 
rear one-pass drill, Bill started to look for something 
better suited to the job. He visited the Ford stand at the 
Royal Highland Show and inspected a TW model, but felt 
it was too heavy for the work he was doing. 
He then went over to the stand of Fendt importer Bill 
Bennet Engineering and was immediately impressed 
by a Favorit 612 LS equipped with front and rear PTO 
and linkage. The example he subsequently bought 
worked well and the interest it created locally led to 
the franchise being offered to the family business in 
1988. A second branch was opened at Turriff in 2005, 
and in 2008 an agreement was reached with Raymond 
Henderson in Caithness, which resulted in this business 
becoming a sub-dealer to Ross Agri Services. 
Today, Ross Agri Services employs 35 staff and is 
managed by Bill and Ethel’s son Martin. Alex Blake, who 
has been with the company since its foundation, looks 
after the contacting side of the business. The contracting 
operation, which is still very important, is well-equipped 
with a fleet of 15 hard-working Fendts with a combined 
150,000 hours between them. One of the company’s 2007 
Fendt 714 Varios has done a massive 28,000 hours. 
Ross Agri Services has now sold 600 new Fendt Vario 
tractors across the largest geographical territory handled 
by any UK Fendt dealer, although Martin is quick to point 
out that a large part of this area is mountain and moorland. 

Current Fendt dealer 

cut and profiled to the correct shape, albeit a little 
wider than originally, to prevent water and mud 
being splashed up. The skid unit was then painted, 
along with the bodywork and wheels. 

Heading into the summer of 2016, the cosmetic 
overhaul of the Favorit 612 LS was now complete, 
while the Favorit 610 LS was in very presentable 
original condition. That year’s show season would 

see the pair make appearances on 
Ross Agri Services’ stand at 

three local events, these 
being the Angus Show at 

Brechin, Alyth Show 
and Fettercairn 
Show in the 
old county of 
Kincardineshire. 

At Martin 
Ross’ request, 
the two Favorits 
also appeared on 
the dealership’s 

stand at Turriff 
Show in August 

2019,  a longside 
founder Bill Ross’s Fendt 

Farmer 104. While on show 
duty the impressive pair have 

picked up a fair collection of silverware 
and awards. 

These two German tractors and particularly 
their consecutive registrations have created lots 
of interest. Another nice little detail that has been 
appreciated are the supplier decals on the bonnets. 
The Favorit 610 has a Bill Bennet Engineering decal 
while the Favorit 612 has one for the local dealer 
at the time, H. Mackintosh & Son of Forfar. There is 
a further British twist as both tractors have pick-up 
hitches designed, built and fitted by original importer 
Bill Bennet Engineering. 

The Christies plan to hold onto their Fendts 
and keep them in show condition. However, if any 
working opportunities do come along then the 
Favorit 610 will be allowed to carry out some field 
work, while the Favorit 612 may be let loose on 
a trailer. This would help to keep the wheels turning 
on these firm Favorits. 

Above: This 1983 Fendt Favorit 612 LS was 
returned to impressive as-new condition by 

William Christie and his father Ian in late 
2015/early 2016. 

Above: Loaded up and ready for the road, 
the two classic Fendt Favorits are safely 
secured to a tri-axle trailer pulled by Ian’s 
current work drive, his employer’s Fendt 
828 Vario. 

Below inset: Just in case anything should 
happen to one of the cabs on the Favorits, 
the Christies have this spare unit in stock.
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2016 Kubota M128GX Vision 
and LA2254 loader, 2,856hrs
...................................  £27,500

JD 7700 Power Quad, Genuine 
7,347hrs, VGC ..............£23,500

JPM 24 Foot 19TLL, 10 stud, Air 
& Hyd brakes .................£9,500

John Deere 6800, Power Quad, 
10,417hrs, F/Linkage, Very tidy
...................................  £16,500

Griffiths 12 tonne grain trailer, 
Grain Chute........ £4,800 No VAT

2019 Richard Western SF18HS, 
Floats, R/O Sheet, Mint
..................................  £18,000.

Case 895XL Duo, 4x4, 4,038hrs, 
VGC .............................£10,500

Larrington Majestic 18-20t, 
600/50R22.5 Floats, ROS, Full 
spec ............................£18,000

2015 Lemken Rubin 12/500KUA , 
Large Disc’s, Double packer, 
VGC .............................£25,000

High speed JPM 32 foot bale 
trailers, 560 flotations, 
Top spec ......................£11,000

2013 Atlas Copco XAS67 Fast 
tow 130CFM compressor, 
900hrs ...........................£5,000

John Deere 6300, Power Quad, 
7,171hrs, 1 owner from new
....................................£14,500

New JPM 16T Dump, 10 stud, Air, 
Load sensing, Hyd Gate, LED
........................................£13,000

Vaderstad HV/M77 10m 
Cambridge breaker rolls £2,500

John Deere 6430 Premium, 
8340hrs, 40k Auto Quad
..................................... £29,000

Vaderstad Rollex 620, Cambridge 
Breakers, Excellent ..........£5,500

2010 Knight Raven 2.8m, 6 
Legs, Discs, DD packer ..£5,000

Top Spec Spearhead Twiga 655T, 
Auto Pilot, 313hrs ...........£15,000

New JPM 14 Tonne multi-purpose, 
ramps, Drop sides ..............£9,950

New High speed 30 foot JPM 
27TLL, Tri-Axle, Flip over ramps
........................................£15,800

Pottinger Terrasem C6 Artis 
Plus Disc drill, 500H/A 
from new .......................£40,000

John Deere 7710 P/Quad, F/Links 
& PTO, 7791hrs ..............£33,000

Massey Ferguson 3065, 2wd, 
9,890hrs, VGC £9,500 .... No VAT

New JPM 20T Dump, Hyd gate, 
Air, L/S 10 stud, 560 Flotations
...................................  £15,200

2009 Bateman RB26, 3000LTR, 
24 meter, 175HP ..........£34,000



Made in Germany 

Mercedes-Benz MB-tracs, especially good examples with low hours, 
have suddenly become very hot property. If you are contemplating 
a purchase, what can you expect for your money? Jonathan Tunmore, 
a lifelong enthusiast of the MB-trac, has been telling Chris Lockwood 
about his recent experiences running a 1000 and 800.

Below: These two very 
clean Mercedes-Benz 
MB-tracs, comprising 

an 800 (1986), left, and 
an 1100 (1989), have 

been part of Jonathan 
Tunmore’s collection 

of working classics 
since 2020 and 2019 

respectively. 
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WHEN MERCEDES-BENZ unveiled 
the first MB-trac 65/70 prototype in 
1972 it bucked the trend. With its equal-

size wheels and centrally-mounted cab, the MB-trac 
was a departure from the established principles of 
conventional tractor design. Over the years, the range 
was expanded and by the mid-1980s there were eight 
different-sized models to choose from.       

Here in the UK, the unconventional MB-trac was 
always regarded as a niche machine, and consequently 
its annual sales during its mid-1980s heyday were 
in the hundreds rather than thousands. But it’s 
fair to say that it did have a following and proved 
particularly popular for crop spraying applications with 
a demountable spray tank on the rear platform. Some 
units are still being used in this role, 40 years on.  

The MB-trac was a premium product and the 
German-built machines typically cost 15% more than 
a mainstream conventional tractor. Not surprisingly, 
the biggest market for the MB-trac was Germany, and 
over the years, many of the machines that were sold 
in the UK in the 1970s and 80s have made the return 
journey to their homeland. 

The Germans don’t have exclusivity when 
it comes to enthusiasm for these Mercs. There’s 
quite a few Brits who are passionate about 
the tractors with the silver star emblem on their 
bonnets. One of them, Jonathan Tunmore, best 
known to CLASSIC TRACTOR readers through 
his involvement with the Suffolk Bunch group of 
machinery enthusiasts from Suffolk, currently owns 
an MB-trac 1100 and an 800 turbo. 

So where exactly did this enthusiasm for the 
German systems tractors come from? 

“My interest in MB-tracs originates from 
a demonstration day that was held behind my parents’ 
house when I was young,” explains Jonathan. 
“I picked up plenty of brochures and as a kid and 
I was inspired by some of the set-ups depicted inside 
the literature, many featuring unfamiliar continental 
equipment which made proper use of the system.

“I also remember seeing Gosberton Farm 
Produce’s fleet in its yard just off the A17 near 
Boston,” he continues. “When you were surrounded 
by everyday John Deere, MF and Ford models, the 
MB-tracs were almost mythical tractors, and I found 

them fascinating. When a local farm bought a brand 
new 1100 it was amazing to have one close to home. 
It’s just a shame there were not any large chassis 
MB-tracs in my area at the time.

“The first MB-Trac I actually drove in anger was 
a B-reg 1000,” recalls Jonathan. “I was planting veg 
for PAHMO Services, using a 12-row Pelican planter 
on a John Deere 6200. It was a very long field and 
we had positioned the MB-trac on a trailer full of 
plants half way up the field, so that we could refill 
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Above: Jonathan Tunmore’s interest in 
Mercedes-Benz MB-tracs stems from his 
childhood memories and experiences of 

local tractors.
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Left: With its 40kph (25mph) top speed and 
front suspension, Jonathan’s MB-trac 1100 
was in its element carting grain with this 
12t Bunning trailer.

Above: The MB-trac 1100 is powered by 
a 5.96-litre OM366 six-cylinder naturally 
aspirated engine developing 110hp. Fuel 
and oil filters are conveniently located on 
the same side.

Below: With a side panel removed, access 
for servicing is excellent. Here, the front 

wheel has been removed to allow the right 
hand steering stop to be adjusted.

when passing. I would then move it across the field.”
The 1100 is one of the rarer MB-tracs, with just over 

1200 made during its relatively short production run 
from 1987 to 1991. Jonathan’s example was supplied 
new by Growers Services to a farm at Glemsford 
in Suffolk in August 1989, where it was used with 
a Hoegen-Dijkhof demount sprayer. From here it went 
to arable farmer Michael Cottage in Cambridgeshire, 
complete with the sprayer, before moving to near 
London where it was used for road work. It was still in 
very good condition when Jonathan purchased it from 
used machinery specialist Oakfields in November 2019. 

His MB-trac 800, which is an extremely tidy 
example, previously worked in Norway. It was 
imported by Parris Tractors in early 2020 and acquired 
by Jonathan very shortly after its arrival. 

“The 1100 is lovely and it sounds amazing,” he 
enthuses. “The 800 is obviously more compact and 
not as powerful, but it still rides well and is perfectly 
functional. These MB-tracs were incredibly high-spec 
tractors when new, with features like the rear load 
deck, front linkage, air brakes, front suspension, 
540/1000 PTO, plentiful spools – it’s an impressive 
list. There were not many manufacturers offering 
40kph in the early 1980s either.” 

Inside the cab
Access to the MB-trac 1100’s cab is provided by three 
steps. The door isn’t assisted by gas struts, and has 
a rather mechanical feel as it opens and latches into 
position. The cab itself is wide and roomy. The driver’s 
seat and steering column are actually offset slightly 
to the right, and as you sit in the seat you’re met by 
a substantial brown dashboard console that wouldn’t 
look out of place in a commercial vehicle. The three-
pointed star set into the centre of the large steering 
wheel adds a touch of class and reminds you that 
you’re driving a Mercedes, as if you’d forget.

Two large circular gauges flank the steering 
column: one shows the fuel level, engine oil pressure 
and temperature, surrounding a central air pressure 
gauge, and the other houses the tachometer and an 
hour meter. The 1100 also has a digital forward speed 
display incorporated into the bottom of this gauge. 

Both of Jonathan’s tractors still have their original 
seats produced by German manufacturer Isri (short 
for Isrighausen) trimmed in the original dark brown 
fabric and vinyl. These are high-spec seats and even 
by today’s standards they are comfortable. The 

passenger seat folds up neatly and the underside 
includes a useful zipped pouch.

At the controls
After bringing the MB-trac 1100’s Mercedes 5.96-
litre OM366 engine to life you must wait a couple 
of minutes for the compressor to build enough air 
pressure to release the parking brake, which is then 
discharged with a satisfying hiss. Gears are selected 

by means of two large levers to the driver’s right. 
A shorter lever selects High or Low range and Reverse, 
and a longer one shifts between the four main speeds 
in a simple H-pattern. 

An additional collar acts as a pre-selector for 
a pneumatically changed splitter, operated by 
clutching, which doubles the number of gears to 
16F/8R, but in reality this isn’t very convenient for 
anything other than road work.

One of the first things you notice when pulling 
away with an implement is the slight bounciness 
afforded by the sprung front axle. In fact, the 
combination of a centrally-mounted cab and front 
suspension provides a very good ride, but rearward 
visibility does suffer. The single brake pedal also 
takes some getting used to. The foot throttle is very 
responsive and the hand throttle, which takes the 
form of a large lever on the right of the dashboard, 
is unusually pushed forward to increase engine rpm. 
On most other tractors of the time, a pull stop was 
used to shut down the engine, but on the MB-trac you 
pull the throttle back completely. 

The tractor’s rear linkage control levers, located 
in a console behind the gear sticks, fall to hand 
surprisingly easily, as do the adjacent three spool 
valve levers. Further back, the three-position switch 
that is positioned beside the lorry-type handbrake 
lever selects four-wheel drive and diff locks. Another 
similar lever on the left of the dashboard operates 
the PTO clutch pneumatically, allowing the rear and/
or front shafts to be selected and the speed to be 
switched between 540rpm and 1000rpm using floor-
mounted levers. 

“A lot of thought has gone into the little 
features in the cab,” says Jonathan. “Take the 
separate ventilation systems, with heat coming from 
underneath and cool air from the top – it’s just very 
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sensible. The ‘windey’ windows are a nice feature too. 
There are some good safety features such as the range 
lever needing to be in neutral to start the engine.” 

Jonathan’s MB-trac 1100 is fitted with 
a completely standard exhaust system, which 
produces a very characteristic burble, but his MB-trac 
800 is anything but standard due to being fitted with 
an after-market turbocharger and straight-through 
exhaust pipe, which does a good job of letting out 
a delightful unadulterated whistle. Despite this, in-
cab noise levels are perfectly acceptable. 

From a practical point of view the 1100 is just 
as capable as any other 110hp tractor and its fuel 
consumption figures are generally comparable. Back 
in May when Jonathan was working with a 3m KRM 
combi-drill, the 1100’s fuel usage worked out at 13.3 
litres of diesel/hectare, a very respectable figure, even 
by today’s standards. With its separate chassis, the 
1100 lacks the substantial structural castings associated 
with a conventional tractor, but it’s no lighter and is 
actually slightly heavier than a Ford 8210 Force II. 

Maintenance points
“The MB-tracs had quite a lot of 
new technology in them at 
the time, with many more 
electrics than something like 
a Ford 4610,” says Jonathan. 

“With their pneumatic systems, they’re not the 
simplest of tractors, but this sort of thing is quite 
common on other German brands such as Fendt. For 
example, why have a simple lever in the cab when 
you can have multiple different electric or pneumatic 
actuators! Consequently, they need looking after.

“You’ve got to be on top of things,” he continues. 
“You can either replace the 0.9-litres of oil in each 
portal reduction unit every 200 hours or totally ignore 
it and run the risk of a failure and far greater cost. 
The MB-tracs are good to service – the bonnet side 
panels come off quickly and the whole thing lifts up, 
improving access. Many service aspects have been 
well thought out, and you can even drain the oil out 
of the filter before releasing it.

“Reliability wise both of my tractors have been 
fine so far,” adds Jonathan. “We’ve replaced a few 
parts, such as the 1100’s front shock absorbers, 
which had seen better days. Parts availability is 
kind of what you would expect – some items are no 
longer available, but most parts are obtainable from 
Paul James, the MB-trac man. It’s good to know Paul 

is always on the end of the phone for advice, and 
James Innes Farquharson has also helped with some 
technical knowledge.

“With the benefit of hindsight there are things 
Mercedes should have done to update the MB-trac,” 
suggests Jonathan. “A change-on-the-move splitter 
would have been good, and maybe a faster top speed. 
The 1000 and 1100 would have benefitted from being 
turbocharged too. The steering lock also leaves a bit 
to be desired but when you set the track-width out to 
80in the stops can be adjusted, making it better. 

“The small wheels also let them down a bit, 
providing less traction compared to conventional 
tractors,” he notes. “But it seems everyone who had 
MB-tracs at the time liked them. This has been borne 
out by the fact that values have seen a meteoric rise, 
up by 300% in the past 15 years. To conclude, they’re 
just lovely and everyone should own one!”

Above left: The MB-trac 1100’s rear end, 
lacking the traditional castings and 
housings found on conventional designs, 
looks completely alien. The linkage has a 
4700kg lift capacity.

Above centre: Wide and spacious, the MB-
trac’s centrally-mounted cab was unlike 
anything else on the market.

Abobe: Linkage and hydraulic controls are 
conveniently placed on the driver’s right, 
just behind the two large gear levers. 

Jonathan’s MB-trac 1100 has the 
manufacturer’s optional front linkage. 
This was an integral piece of kit, not an 
aftermarket add-on. Here, it is being 
utilised with a Hill & Osborne press, 
working in conjunction with a 3m KRM 
combi-drill.

Right: The MB-trac 
800’s sprung front 
axle is a benefit 
when rolling bumpy 
ploughed land. 
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Ferguson TED 20 petrol parafÞ n
Very original, outstanding cond for age
£POA

1973 International 674 2wd
Only 4,407 hours, very original condition
£POA

1968 MF 135 Multipower tractor
A well restored tractor, c/w pick-up hitch
£POA

1975 Ford 4000 2wd tractor
Grass tyres and in nice order for the age
£4,950 + VAT

1984 Ford 6610 2wd tractor
2 double spool valves and pick-up hitch
£7,250 + VAT

1978 Ford 6600 2wd Q CAB tractor
Dual power, good tyres and 6,292 hours
£POA

2015 John Deere 6150R Autoquad
Done only 2,214 hours from new!
£59,500 + VAT

1988 John Deere 2850 2wd tractor
Pick up hitch, front weights, 10,713 hrs
£POA

2011 JD 6930 Premium Autoquad
TLS, cab susp, Autotrac ready, 6,831 hrs
£45,750 + VAT

AS Marston Ace 12 ton grain trailer
2005, sprung axles and in nice order!
£6,950 + VAT

2012 Cooks RS16 silage trailer
Air & hydraulic brakes, hydraulic tailgate
£13,950 + VAT

2016 Marshall QM 1800 grain trailer
Sprung axles & drawbar, air & hyd brakes
£14,750 + VAT

Deering T20 petrol parafÞ n crawler
Good tracks and PTO driven winch
£POA

Field Marshall Series 1 tractor
In very nice order, had an engine rebuild
£14,000 No VAT

IH TD14 steel tracked crawler
Fitted with Perkins 6354 6 cylinder diesel
£2,950 + VAT



From the Archives   Manns & Claas UK

FEW FARM EQUIPMENT company 
premises are as prominent as that of Claas UK 
and Manns, its forebear as the German firm’s 

importer and now the name for its eastern/south 
eastern regional dealerships, including the adjacent 
branch. Anyone involved in farming who lives in East 
Anglia, or has travelled into the region via the A14 
dual carriageway, will undoubtedly be familiar with 
Claas UK’s long, low, brick-built offices at Saxham, 
west of Bury St. Edmunds.    

Over the past couple of years, however, the 
scene has changed out of all recognition. In a major 
display of its commitment to the UK market, where 
it has been the market leader in combine sales for 
many years, Claas has progressively demolished and 
replaced the ageing facilities on the Saxham site. 
Undeterred by the difficulties caused by coronavirus, 
it switched its plans for a full opening event to 

To mark the recent opening 
of its all-new headquarters in 

Suffolk, Claas UK has published 
a book on the history of its 

Saxham headquarters, based 
on the writings of former works 

manager Ted Kydd and recently-
retired service director Alastair 
Tulloch. Martin Rickatson, the 

agricultural journalist who put the 
book together, looks back at the 

history of the Saxham site and its 
decades-long association with 

Claas, original importer Manns and 
the current UK business. 

Above: J. Mann & Son service vans parked 
up in the yard at Honey Hill Farm, where Bill 
Mann’s nephew Jim still farms. Inset, how it 
looks today. 

celebrate the completion of the project to an October-
held online affair, with video presentations of the new 
facilities and a full insight into what they consist of, 
plus publication of a history book to mark the event. 
But how did the company reach this point?  

The story begins with the development of the 
association between the Mann family and Claas. In 
the early 1930s, James Mann moved west across 
Suffolk from a farm at Henstead, near Lowestoft, 
to take the tenancy of a 350-acre unit at Honey 
Hill, Little Saxham. He purchased his first tractor, 
a German-built Lanz, and, in his first venture into 
machinery retailing, took on the local agency for the 
manufacturer. In 1934, he was joined by his eldest 
son, 19-year-old James Raymond, better known 
as Bill, who had been working as a farm manager. 
On August 29 that year the partnership business of 
J. Mann & Son was founded.

While European political problems put 
a premature end to the Lanz arrangement, the Mann 
family sustained its fledgling machinery business 
by subsequently taking on other tractor franchises. 
In 1941, though, James Mann senior’s ill health 
meant Bill Mann took over responsibility for both the 
farm and the agricultural machinery business.

With new opportunities in farm equipment 
opening up at the end of World War Two, and his 
brother Tom returning home to run the farm, Bill 
focused his attention fully on the machinery concern. 
A request from his brother-in-law, who had recently 
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STORY OF SAXHAM

A consignment of new Claas Dominator 80 combines lined up 
outside the Saxham offices in the mid-1970s, prior to delivery 
to farming company Velcourt.
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Above: Helmut Claas, left, pictured here 
with Vera Mann, August Claas and Bill 
Mann, spent some time at Honey Hill Farm 
helping to create a parts store.

Above left: Bill Mann, a farmer’s son 
and machinery dealer from Suffolk, was 
instrumental in introducing the Claas 
combine to the UK in the late 1940s. Photo 
courtesy of Stuart Gibbard.

begun renting a farm, to help him source a combine 
led Bill to place a ‘wanted’ advert in the local farming 
press. Receiving a number of replies, he was able to 
not only locate a suitable machine, but purchase 
others which he then sold to local farmers.

Claas connection 
Meanwhile, goods requisitioned in Germany by the 
UK government at the end of the war included 11 
Claas Super trailed combines. While Watford-based 
Lorant, which had imported Claas stationary balers 
during the 1930s, expressed interest in retailing 
these Claas Super combines in the UK, latterly it 
found it could not pay the export bill. Bill Mann had 
dealt with the Ministry of Agriculture during the war 
to obtain Lanz spare parts, and this resulted in him 
being contacted to ascertain his interest in acquiring 

the machines. After negotiation, he agreed to do so.
A further 50 Claas Super combines became 

available for 1947, these being allocated to Manns 
and two other UK dealers, Lenfield of Maidstone and 
Lorant. However, Bill found homes for not only the 
17 he was allocated, but also 25 of the others. At 
a post-harvest meeting hosted by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and attended by Dr August Claas, one of 
the manufacturer’s three founding brothers, J. Mann 
& Son was appointed sole UK concessionaire for 
Claas machinery. Despite Bill’s request for a signed 
document, the agreement was based purely on trust.

August Claas sent his son Helmut to stay with 
Bill and his family and assist with arrangements. 
At Honey Hill Farm, cattle mangers served 
as storage for parts, which were 
outlined on the greaseproof 
paper in which they 
came, while Helmut 
Claas provided 
an  Eng l ish 
description and 
relevant part 
number. In 
Manns’ first full 
year as sole UK 
concessionaire 
for Claas, it sold 
221 combines, and 

with the Honey Hill Farm buildings squeezed for space, 
larger premises were sought.

This led to Manns acquiring a three-acre plot 
adjacent to the A45 Newmarket to Bury St. Edmunds 
road (now the A14), opposite the then-operational 

Saxham and Risby railway station. After the harvest 
of 1949, the Manns machinery business 

moved into two new buildings on the 
site, containing offices, workshops 

and stores. It is on this site that 
Manns, now the region’s 

Claas dealership, and 
Claas UK remain.

Below: Bill Mann leaves the Saxham 
premises in his Jaguar some time in the 
late 1950s, after checking on building 
construction progress at the site. The new 
Claas premises is sited in exactly the same 
spot where Bill built his J. Mann & Son Ltd 
base, after outgrowing the buildings at his 
family’s Honey Hill Farm at Saxham. 

Right: Ted Kydd, who wrote the draft notes 
for the first half of ‘A Harvesting Heritage’, 
was the long-serving works manager at 
Manns until his retirement in 1980.

Below: Claas Dominator 
combines awaiting pre-
delivery inspections and 
fitment of options and 
accessories in J. Mann 
& Son’s workshops at 

Saxham during the 
mid-1970s
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Matador Standard figure is still the highest volume 
of one model sold by any Claas dealer or importer. 
The two records look unlikely to be broken.

There remained, though, income streams beyond 
Claas equipment. In 1964 the business unit that 
was to form Manns Industrial Engine Division was 
founded, later becoming a significant part of Saxham 
operations. The same year Manns became a regional 
service agent for construction equipment maker 
Bray, and took on assembly work for Farmhand, the 
American implement maker.

Ownership changes
The economic and agricultural depression of the late 
1960s led Bill Mann to reassess his business interests, 
and ultimately he decided to exit the farm equipment 
industry. In June 1969, with the blessing of Claas, he 
sold J. Mann & Son Ltd to Rotary Hoes, the parent 
company of Howard.

This heralded some significant changes at 
Saxham. Manns’ sales manager Dick Filbey became 
sales director, managing director Alastair Morrison 
moved to chairman, and John Austin, formerly of 
Ipswich crane maker Ransomes-Rapier, joined as 
managing director.

Rotary Hoes made some significant investments 
at Saxham, among the most significant being the 
opening just before harvest 1976 of a new ‘parts 
superstore’ which enabled customers to pick their 
own parts during busy periods. While few ultimately 
used the self-service arrangement, its other initiatives 
proved successful, with visual display units coupled 
directly to the computer that now managed the 
system, through which parts information could be 
obtained instantly. Telex machines at Manns’ York 
and Edinburgh satellite depots were later linked 
directly to the Saxham computer.

But by the early 1980s all was not well at Rotary 

Above: When a ‘Technoparc’ product display 
area was first constructed at Saxham, 
machines such as the Senator here were 
rather smaller than today’s combines.

Left: On 28 November 1980 Claas acquired 
J. Mann & Son from Rotary Hoes, parent 
company of Howard, and formed Claas UK 
Ltd. Manns thereafter became a subsidiary 
and the local trading name. John Austin, left, 
is pictured with Helmut Claas.

Sales successes  
In addition to developing its tractor and equipment 
retail activities, Manns began providing combine 
adaptions such as engine-on conversions, but self-
propelled machines were on the horizon. In 1953 
Claas introduced its Hercules, latterly renamed the 
SF (‘selbst-fahrend’ or self-propelled), and Manns 
imported 13 units for that harvest. By 1959, combine 
models included the SF, Europa and Columbus, plus 
the trailed Super Automatic. 

That year, of the 726 Claas machines that were 
sold by Manns, almost three-quarters (496 units) 
were SF models, and the following season a major 
facelift saw the SF become the SFB. It also gained 
a completely new bigger brother, the Matador, which 
with its 2000-litre grain tank and 87hp engine was 
reckoned to be the UK’s largest combine. 

Meanwhile, building work at Saxham was 
completed and the new site was fully occupied, 
with an adjacent land purchase being made to 
allow further expansion. The original buildings 
were demolished to make way for a training 
centre and modern office block, and it is the 
latter that many would know as the long, low, 
landmark Manns/Claas UK office building that was 
prominent until just recently. Its proximity to the 
main road was used to great effect in 1962, when 
Manns craned a combine onto its flat roof to catch 
the eye of drivers heading to the Royal Show at 
Cambridge. 

Harvest 1964 saw Manns retail 1631 new Claas 
combines, of which 1017 were Matador Standard 
models. This remains the highest number of Claas 
combines sold in the UK for a single season, while the 

Hoes and Howard, or throughout the wider economy, 
and this prompted Manns’ parent company to explore 
ways of streamlining its business. The Claas Group 
had created wholly-owned subsidiaries in France, Italy 
and Spain, and considered the same business model 
for the UK. On 28 November 1980 Claas acquired 
J. Mann & Son from Rotary Hoes/Howard, and formed 
Claas UK Ltd, at which point Manns became a wholly-
owned subsidiary and the trading name for the local 
retail dealership.

Under Claas UK, Manns’ Industrial Engine 
Division evolved into the Manufactured Products 
Division, diversifying into other areas, many involving 
Claas products. These included hydraulic self-levelling 
kits, cutterbar extensions, vertical knife kits and chaff 
spreaders for combines, plus engine-on conversions 
and trailer hitches for trailed forage harvesters. 
Manns also briefly made the ‘Roll-a-Wrap’, an early 
round bale wrapper constructed using Rollant round 
baler rollers on a revolving turntable.

Another short-lived product was the Gazelle, 
a tracked low ground pressure vehicle with front-
mounted cab and a rear deck for a sprayer or spreader.

With Bill Mann having chosen to fully depart 
from the company not long after deciding to sell it 
to Rotary Hoes/Howard, key business managers 
including John Austin, Dick Filbey and Ted Kydd had 
been responsible for much of Manns’ day-to-day 
management during the 1970s, but each was to reach 
retirement age during the early 1980s. In 1986, Clive 
Last took over as CEO, having moved in 1974 from 
the banking business to join Manns, and then having 
worked with Claas in both Germany and the USA.

Dealer strategy 
Changes among the tractor makers and demands for 
franchise exclusivity began to limit dealer availability 
for Claas UK during the late 1980s, with Ford’s 1986 
purchase of New Holland from Sperry key among 
them, particularly as many strong Ford dealers were 
also good Claas retailers. Meanwhile, in East Anglia, 
multi-branch co-operative and significant Claas dealer 
Eastern Counties Farmers (ECF) was under financial 
pressure, and looking to rationalise its organisation. 
A merger was agreed between ECF and the Manns 
retail business, which at that time traded only from 
Saxham, to operate through depots across East Anglia, 
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Above: In 1996 invested in Lincs-based 
telehandler maker Sanderson, but the 
following year this was extended to a 
complete buy-out, with production of the 
Teleporter products moving to Saxham.

Right above: The parts counter at Saxham 
pictured during the mid-1970s, with Howard’s 
rotavator tine logo now prominent alongside 

the Manns sign above the counter. 

Right: There was a good display of literature 
in the reception area at Saxham during the 

mid-1970s. Note the Dominator 85 outside on 
the old display area and perhaps a coachload 

of visitors arriving.

Far right: Initiatives introduced during the 
1970s included the opening for the 1976 

harvest  of a new ‘parts superstore’, enabling 
customers to pick their own parts during 

busy periods.

Prototype testing

DURING THE 1960s, Claas increasingly began to test new machines under UK conditions, as part of its 
development process for new models. In 1969 Manns was able to assess a high-output prototype combine with 
a distinctive streamlined design and multiple new features. Nicknamed the Big Bull or Armadillo, it was based 
on the Senator principle, with six closed straw walkers and with the drum driving the impeller so that the speed 
of the two was related. Powered by a Perkins V8 engine, the machine was tested on local farms, including the 
Mann family’s Honey Hill Farm. Ultimately, though, the high cost of tooling meant it did not go into production. 
Nevertheless, testing continued on a second, more conventional prototype, which would ultimately be offered 
as the Dominator 80. 

The book ‘A Harvesting Heritage’ includes 
many previously unpublished pictures, such 

as this photo of the Big Bull or Armadillo 
prototype combine on test at the Mann 

family’s Honey Hill Farm. 

with key franchises in addition to Claas including 
what would be the company’s first association with 
Renault. The Mann/ECF arrangement operated only 
until 1989, before ECF’s financial trouble worsened 
and the partnership was split.

The global economic problems that began in the 
early 1980s led to multiple manufacturer buy-outs 
among farm equipment makers, most prominently 
the 1985 acquisition of International Harvester’s 
agricultural interests by Case parent Tenneco and 
the previously-mentioned 1986 sale by Sperry of its 
New Holland harvesting equipment business to Ford, 
followed during the 1990s by Fiat’s acquisition of both 
Ford New Holland and Case IH. Many Claas dealers 
had also been agents for Ford, Case or IH and Massey 
Ferguson, but the new businesses that emerged during 
the 1980s and 90s wanted their dealers to focus on 
their full product lines. As a result, the early 1990s saw 
Claas UK seeking a new distribution strategy across 
much of the country to counter the dominance tractor 
manufacturers held over dealerships.

Where existing Claas dealers chose to stay with 
their tractor brand and its harvest products, Claas UK 
developed a policy of establishing its own local retail 
branch. This often involved innovative funding sources, 
sometimes including co-operation with larger local 
customers to invest in new dealership ventures. The new 
dealer model centred around five key points, including the 
development of a customer database to enable analysis 
of market potential, and creation of service contracts to 



INTA TRAC UK LTD, ACTON VIEW, BROCKTON,
LYDBURY NORTH, SHROPSHIRE SY7 8BA

TELEPHONE 01588 680217   FAX 01588 680222
MOBILE 07711 215929   EMAIL intatrac@gmail.com

VIEW & BUY ONLINE @ www.intatracuk.com

UK MADE L CAB PARTS  

WE STILL GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE ON ALL PARTS LISTED BELOW!

WWW.INTATRACUK.COM

RUMOUR HAS IT...
...WE PAY THE BEST PRICES FOR ALL CASE IH & INTERNATIONAL TRACTORS FOR BREAKING. PLEASE PHONE OR EMAIL WITH DETAILS

ALWAYS A GOOD SELECTION OF QUALITY USED TRACTORS TO SUIT ALL POCKETS

TRACTORS FOR SALE

CURRENTLY BREAKING
BREAKING OVER 500 CASE IH & McCORMICK TRACTORS:  MTX165, MC135, MX135, MX150, MX100C, 4240/30/20/10, 995XL, 895, 795,
695, 1056XL, 40K, 956, 856, 844, 533, HYDRO 85, 84, 885XL, 785, 585, 485, 84 SERIES ALL MODELS, 74 SERIES ALL MODELS 444, 434, 
MAGNUM 7250 M REG FOR BREAKING, ALL PARTS AVAILABLE. 1000’S OF 4WD AXLE PARTS ALL STRIPPED & READY TO GO.

4200 REPLACEMENT WINGS IN STEEL, SET OF 4  ............ £450
885XL CASE IH GRILLE WITH MESH, 1986+ ....................... £245
844-856XL NARROW WINGS IN STEEL, PER PAIR  ............ £140
XL CAB REPLACEMENT CORNERS, SILLS, DOOR BOTTOM, 
ALL AVAILABLE  .................................................................  £POA
885-895 BONNET SIDE PANELS PER PAIR  ........................ £125
XL STEPS, AS ORIGINAL, ALL MODELS  ..........................  £POA
APL 330 – 345 RECON CROWN WHEEL + PINION  ............ £595     
74-85-85 SERIES WINDSCREEN SURROUND  ................... £229    
LP ROOF ALL MODELS GALVANISED  ................................ £125             
REAR WINDOW FRAMED ALL TYPES  ................................ £135
DOOR FRAMES L CAB AS ORIGINAL  ................................. £145
FOOT PLATES  ................................................................... £39.50
85 X L BATTERY CARRIER 81 – 85  ....................................... £45
85-95-42 SERIES BATTERY CARRIER 86-98 ...................... £125
84-85 SERIES TALL + SHORT GRILLE SURROUND  .......... £125
856-956-1056 FRONT LOWER GRILLE CASE IH TYPE  ...... £125
856-956-1056 FRONT TOP GRILLE CASE IH TYPE  ............. £95

CX 4200 STABILISER ASSEMBLY  ......................................... £65
674-885 STABILISER ASSEMBLY .......................................... £28
B275 – 434 FULL 3 POINT LINKAGE  ................................... £250
XL PILLAR COVER LEFT OR RIGHT  ...................................... £85
74 SERIES GRILLE WITH MESH + CLIPS  ............................. £75
84 - 85 SHORT GRILLE WITH MESH + CLIPS  ...................... £75
CLOTH SUSPENSION SEAT TO FIT L CAB 
WITH SUSPENSION UNDERNEATH  ................................... £275
SECURA HEATED ROOF PANEL  ......................................... £265
HIGH ROOF WITH OR WITHOUT VENT HOLES  .....  FROM £225
SECURA CAB WINGS INCLUDING BACK PIECE .....  £185 EACH
4230 LP LEFT DOOR FRAME  .............................................. £325
5100 SERIES BONNET ISLAND NEW  ...................................£225
CASE 5100 BONNET, IN STEEL, BRAND NEW, 
PAINTED WITH DECALS  ...................................................... £995
LH XL DOOR, WITH GLASS, NEW ... £495 (BLACK) / £595 (RED)
RH XL DOOR, WITH GLASS, NEW ......£495 (BLACK) £595 (RED)

CASE 885XL & POWER 
LOADER

CASE IH 1455 XL, D reg, old shape in new colours, excellent condition inside and out, Lincolnshire tractor 
from new, only made for 12 months, quite rare  ................................................................................................  £POA

CASE IH 885 XL 4x4,1988, C/W Farmhand power loader with euro headstock, very tidy condition inside 
and out, 85hp, PAS & PUH, Ideal smallholding or stables .............................................................................. £10,750

IH 475 ZF 4wd, conversion, as new condition throughout, heated roof, Q cab, Perkins engine, 
PAS & PUH, ideal match ploughing or road runs   .......................................................................................... £15,750

CASE IH MX135, 8,000 hrs, X reg, front suspension, full set of weights, excellent condition inside & out  .. £19,950

CASE IH 844 XLN 4x4, J reg, low hours, 40kph, excellent condition inside & out  ......................................... £8,750

IH 885XL 4x4, A reg, wide tyres, 85hp, later type gears & PUH, excellent condition inside & out, must be seen ........  £8,750

CASE IH 885XL 4x4, 1986, old shape, new colours, local tractor, still on original tyres, 85hp, PAS & PUH. A beautiful 
genuine example  ..................................................................................................................................................................  £8,750

IH 885LP 4x4, B reg, low hours, 85hp, PAS & PUH, in outstanding condition inside and out  ......................  £7,995 + loader

IH 784 2wd, only 4,000 hours from new, still on original tyres, excellent condition inside and out, 78hp, PAS & PUH, 
fitted with power loadder, ideal collector or smallholder  ..................................................................................................  £7,750

REFURBISHED 956XL – 1056XL, 1255XL, 1455XL, CABS IN STOCK, CALL FOR DETAILS

CASE 885XL844MX 135 885XL
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provide customers with three- to five-season per hectare 
maintenance costs, plus the launch of Claas Finance to 
offer bespoke £/ha funding over the chosen time period.

Meanwhile, Combine World was created to help 
participating dealers clear second-hand trade-ins 
by pooling machines for national and international 
marketing. Dealers adopted a common identity 
promoting the Claas brand across service vehicles 
and premises, while a reward system, ProfitBuilder, 
created dealer incentives to meet business targets 
and brand compliance.

New dealer outlets primarily covered southern 
and eastern England, where an established machine 
park existed. In East Anglia, Manns’ reach expanded 
to cover the whole region, managed initially with the 
help of official service agents until branches could be 
developed. In other areas, many long-serving Case 
IH dealers chose to switch allegiance to Claas and 
change their tractor brand. A distribution alliance was 
agreed with Valtra Valmet, then still an independent 

manufacturer, for Claas dealers to retail its tractors.
In the late 1980s Claas UK had around 70 dealers 

and 130 outlets. Ten years later both figures had 
been halved, but the network was purpose-built to 
a business model which could achieve a return on an 
investment. The new dealer map eventually included 
four dealer companies partly or wholly owned by 
Claas UK, with 22 outlets.

More manufacturing
Saxham manufacturing activities grew 

considerably during the 1990s. The first of two 
significant new ventures was the creation by 
the Manufactured Products Division of the Maxi 
Swather. Built using Claas-sourced parts for the 
tractor unit and a Danish header, production 
commenced in 1992.

UK testing of parent company developments 
continued with the biggest combine project in 
a generation, the 1995 unveiling of a high-capacity 
flagship combine with completely new internals. The 
Lexion 480 also introduced hybrid internals featuring 
a pair of longitudinal rotors for separation, reversed 
engine and grain tank positions, the CEBIS operating 
terminal, and the Terra-Trac rubber track option. 
During the 1995 harvest four rotary separation 

machines were tested in the UK, plus a further two 
walker-based Lexions. Another 35 pre-series models 
came over the following year, before the first sales 
were made for harvest 1997. The Lexion introduction 
helped Claas double its UK combine market share to 
around 40 per cent.

In 1996, the second of the aforementioned 
manufacturing ventures saw Claas make its most 
significant commitment to making machines in the 
UK. Initially it came in the form of an investment 
in Lincs-based telehandler maker Sanderson, but 
the following year this was extended to a complete 
buy-out, with production of the Teleporter products 
moving to Saxham, utilising space within the MPD/
Manns Engineering buildings.

However, with only agricultural market outlets 
to sell into, production cost control proved difficult. 
Further co-operation with Caterpillar, which could 
also produce machines for the construction market, 
led to a production deal, and in 2000 Cat bought 
the rights to the Claas design, with manufacturing 
later being transferred to Caterpillar’s Desford, 
Leicestershire, plant.

About the book

THE BOOK  ‘A HARVESTING HERITAGE’, a history 
of Manns and Claas UK produced to commemorate 
the opening of the new Saxham facilities, can be 
ordered using the part reference UKMSHERITAGE, 
via Claas UK by calling 01284 763100 or, when 
possible, visiting the new Saxham Technoparc 
shop. It costs £9.99. A video of the opening event 
of the new premises can be seen at https://m.
youtube.com/watch?v=xMsgs_4MJv8, with 
a nostalgic historical photo/video sequence 
beginning at the 20-minute mark.

Below: The new buildings’ design 
incorporates rainwater harvesting, roof-
sited solar panels and an electricity supply 
sourced from an adjacent farm biogas plant. 

Right: Claas UK’s John Austin, left, Geoff 
Parker, centre, and Dick Filbey, right, point 

out key features of the new CS combines to 
interested Saxham visitors sometime in the 

early 1980s.



Above: The original Claas ‘Technoparc’ and 
training Academy along the road leading to 
the railway bridge, pictured here in the 2000s, 
were among the first to be demolished to 
make way for the new Manns service facilities.

Left: The new Manns service facilities, pictured 
here from the south, can accommodate the 
largest Claas combines.
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Tractor market entry
In 2002, AGCO, which had bought the rights to the 

previously Claas-marketed Challenger rubber-tracked 
tractor line from Caterpillar, purchased the Valtra 
tractor business, which not surprisingly impacted on 
the Claas/Valtra dealer retail arrangement. However, 
the agreement struck the following year between 
Claas and Renault Agriculture helped the former 
company realise its full-line ambitions and protect its 
strong French retail presence through Renault’s dealer 
network in the country. 

The deal to acquire Renault’s tractor arm saw 
its products began to appear in Claas colours and at 
its dealerships from 2003. By 2006, with the entire 
former Renault tractor range now being produced 
only in Claas livery, the UK product management 
team at Renault Agriculture’s former UK base at 
Shipston-on-Stour in Warwickshire transferred to 
Saxham. Some existing Renault dealer outlets were 
signed up to sell Claas tractors, plus most of the 
existing Claas network. 

The upgrading and restructuring of Claas UK, its 
headquarters and its dealers continued into the 2010s, 
and reached its conclusion with the most significant 
redevelopment of the Saxham premises since its 
foundation, including the main Claas UK headquarters 
building, the Training Academy, the Manns retail outlet 
and the Used Machinery Centre that had developed 
from the former Combine World business.

With the retirement and move into the company 
chairman position of Clive Last, who had led the 
business through an era of development and 
expansion, the new management structure was 
led by Trevor Tyrrell, who was promoted to CEO. 
In 2013, the same year Claas celebrated its 
centenary with global events including one in the 
UK, the black hangar south of the railway line 
that had long served as a second-hand combine 
storage facility, was replaced with a brand new 
Manns facility to house and market used machinery 
trade-ins. 

Building work 
In 2015, work started on the new Academy, with 
the old facility being dismantled over the following 
months. That year a ‘Saxham Revival’ event marked 
the beginnings of the rebuild project and enabled 
past and present staff and their families to see the 
achievements to date and plans for the future.

By May 2018 the steelwork for the new 

Technoparc 1 showroom, Claas UK offices and 
facilities for Manns were taking shape. This first 
phase was occupied early in 2019, work then 
commencing on clearing the old main block and 
the workshop behind for construction of the 
second phase involving the new reception, with an 
additional showroom and offices. Above this is a new 
restaurant and conference room, and behind it there 
is a new parts warehouse, with 4336sq. m. (just over 
an acre) of floor space, and a volume of more than 
15 Olympic swimming pools.

To create a facility as environmentally friendly as 
it is efficient, the new buildings’ design incorporates 
rainwater harvesting, roof-sited solar panels and 
an electricity supply sourced from an adjacent farm 

biogas plant. The overall height has been increased 
to maximise the natural light entering the north-
facing building.

While a third phase of building, chiefly the 
development of the old accounts block and 
warehouse, is still to be finished, by early 2020 the 
primary parts of the project had been completed, 
paving the way for the official opening of the new 
site to be conducted in October by Cathrina Claas 
Mühlhäuser, chairwoman of the Claas Supervisory 
Board and of the Shareholders’ Committee. 
As a link to the beginnings of the UK business, 
a restored 1947 Ford 10 Manns service van now 
resides in the main foyer, fittingly christened  
‘Vera’ after Bill Mann’s late wife.

Above: The building on the right or western side of the sight accommodates key Claas UK 
office staff and the new Technoparc showroom, in which multiple machines can be displayed.



MASSEY 
FERGUSON 6495

3/2009, 4,829 HRS, 
DYNA-6, 40K, CAB+ 
FRONT SUSPENSION,

FRONT LINKAGE, 
4 REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, SMS, GTA 

DATATRONIC, ECON 
PTO, TWIN BEACONS.

MASSEY 
FERGUSON 7480

2011, 8,598 HOURS, 
VARIO, 50K, CAB+  

FRONT SUSPENSION,
3 SPOOLS, SMS, 

CLIMATE CONTROL, 
AIR BRAKES, 16.9/46 

TYRES. £26,000

MASSEY FERGUSON 
7719S EXCLUSIVE

2020, 1,080 HOURS, 
DYNASHIFT-VT 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 

FRONT LINKAGE, AIR 
BRAKES, CLIMATE, 
AIR SEAT, 4 REAR+ 
1 FRONT SPOOL, 

AUTO GUIDE READY.

MASSEY FERGUSON 
7726 EFFICIENT

9/2015, 4,458 HRS, 
DYNASHIFT-6, 40K,

CAB+FRONT 
SUSPENSION, 2 
ELECTRIC+2 

MANUAL SPOOLS, 
AIR CON, 650/65/42 

TYRES. £48,500

MASSEY 
FERGUSON 590

1981, MULTI POWER, 
30K, 4WD, TURBO, 
2 DOOR RED CAB, 
2 SPOOLS, TRIMA 

1220 LOADER, PAVT 
REAR WHEELS, 
ASSISTER RAM, 
18.4/38 TYRES.

DEUTZ-FAHR 
DX4.51

1993, 6,127 HOURS, 
2WD, 30K, 2 SPOOLS,

STARCAB, 16.9/38 
+11.00/16 TYRES, 

VERY ORIGINAL 
TRACTOR.

JOHN DEERE 6155R 
4/2020, 1,276 HRS, 
AUTO POWER, 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 
3 SPOOLS, AIR CON, 
AIR SEAT / BRAKES, 
COMMAND ARM, 

AUTO TRACK READY 
WITH ACTIVATION. 

£89,500

JOHN DEERE 6155R
10/2018, 3,336 HRS, 
AUTO POWER, 50K, 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 
3 REAR+1 FRONT 

SPOOL, AIR CON, AIR 
SEAT, AIR BRAKES, 

COMMAND ARM, FL+ 
PTO, AUTO TRACK 
READY WITH ACTIV.

JOHN DEERE 6130R
9/2015, 6,229 HRS, 
AUTO POWER, 50K, 

CAB+FRONT 
SUSPENSION, 

FL+PTO, 3 SPOOLS, 
AIR CON, AIR SEAT, 

BELT LIGHTS, 
COMMAND ARM, 
TWIN BEACONS. 

FENDT 939
6/2018, 3,600 HRS, 

VARIO, 60K, AIR 
CAB+FRONT SUSP, 5 

REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, EPC FL+PTO, 
CLIMATE CONTROL, 

A/BRAKES, EVO SEAT, 
REM OF 5 YEAR/ 

5,000 HR WARRANTY.

FORD 7840 SL
1992, 7,183 HOURS, 

2WD, 2 SPOOLS, 
16.9/38+11.00/16

TYRES.

FORD 6610
1983, 3,113 HOURS, 

30K, 3 SPOOLS, 
ASSISTER RAM, 

LOADER & BUCKET, 
16.9/34 TYRES.

JCB 4220 FASTRAC
2019, 2,561 HOURS, 
VARIO, 60K, FL+PTO,

4 REAR+1 FRONT 
SPOOL, CLIMATE 

CONTROL, FIELD PRO 
PACK, 4WS, HYD TOP 

LINK, 600/70/30 
TYRES, REM 3 YEAR, 
3,000 HR WARRANTY.

CASE CVX 200
2/2020, 943 HOURS, 
VARIO, 50K, CAB+ 

FRONT SUSPENSION, 
FRONT LINKAGE, 
4 REAR SPOOLS 

WITH MID MOUNT 
VALVE AND JOYSTICK, 

700 PRO SCREEN, 
ACCUGUIDE READY.

CASE CVX 240
2/2020, 1,121 HRS, 
VARIO, 50K, CAB+ 

FRONT SUSP, FRONT 
LINKAGE, 5 REAR+ 
1 FRONT SPOOL 

WITH MID MOUNT 
VALVE AND JOYSTICK, 

700 PRO SCREEN, 
ACCUGUIDE READY.

JCB 419S
6/2019, 2,300 HRS, 
POWERSHIFT, 48K, 

TORQUE LOCK, 
CONTRACTOR PRO 
PACK, LED WORK 
LIGHTS, CLIMATE, 

REV CAMERA, 
SMOOTH RIDE, Q-FIT 
CARRIAGE. £95,000

CLAAS JAGUAR 870
5/2020, 287 ENGINE/ 
202 CYLINDER HRS, 

40K, 300 GRASS 
HEADER WITH 

HYDRAULIC WHEELS,
CORN CRACKER, 
PICKUP HITCH, 

CLIMATE CONTROL, 
AIR SEAT.

CLAAS LEXION 
570C COMBINE

2009, 2,060/1,535 
HOURS, V750 25FT 

VARIO HEADER WITH 
TROLLEY, 3D SIEVES, 
CLIMATE CONTROL, 
AIR SEAT, STRAW 
CHOPPER, CHAFF 

SPREADER.

BAILEY 18T TB GRAIN TRAILER 
NEW, GRAIN CHUTE, HYDRAULIC 
DOOR, MUDGUARDS, FRONT AND 

REAR MUD FLAPS, BEACON, 
REVERSING LIGHTS, HIGH LEVEL 

REAR LIGHTS, LED LIGHTS.

TRACTORS ARRIVING SOON
FORD TW35 2WD, 1987, 

4,500 HOURS, 20.8/38 TYRES.
FORD 7810, 1988, 6,200 HOURS, 

TRIMA LOADER.
CASE MX170, 2001, 

5,800 HOURS, 650/65/42 TYRES.
CASE CVX 1170, 2003, 

6,800 HOURS, 650/65/42 TYRES.
CASE 5150 PRO, 1997, 

5,900 HOURS, 650/65/38 TYRES.
CASE 1056XL, 1987,  

6,800 HOURS, 18.4/38 TYRES.

GRIMME GT170S 
POTATO HARVESTER

2014, WHEEL DRIVE, HYD WEB 
DRIVE, LH AND RH MACHINE

LEVELLING, DBLE MULTISEP WITH 
LEVELLING, FULL WIDTH SHARE, 

RIDGE PRESSURE CONTROL, 
WINDROW KIT, 4 MAN PICKING 
TABLE, BOX FILLING CHUTE.

TRACTORS ARRIVING SOON
CASE CX90, 1999,

6,500 HOURS, 13.6/38 TYRES.
FIAT 1880 2WD, 1982, 

4,800 HOURS, 20.8/38 TYRES.
JD 7710, 1999, 4,800 HOURS, 

PQ, LHR, 20.8/42 TYRES.
MF 590, 1982, 4WD, 

FRONT LOADER, RED CAB.
MF 1100 2WD, 1970, 

4,200 HOURS,  16.9/38 TYRES.
MB TRAC 1500, 1985, 

3,400 HOURS, REV DRIVE.

 A.P. & S.M. PARRIS 
& SON

Cutliffe Farm, Sherford, Taunton, Somerset

www.parristractors.com

 Tel. 01823 253808 
or 07702 501272

 Fax. 01823 325983
Email: parristractors@btinternet.com

Web: www.parristractors.com
all prices plus VAT
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David Tunstall mobile: 07817 832978    Chris Tunstall mobile: 07929 563907    Richard Tunstall mobile: 07765 883435

FOGGY GILL, FELL END,
KIRKBY STEPHEN, CUMBRIA CA17 4LN

Email: david@tunstalltractors.com
www.tunstalltractors.com

Zetor Crystal 170 HD
Full air braking, full suspension, 

front links. £78,500

Zetor Proxima GP 110
40k, Mac shuttle gearbox.  

£39,500

Massey Ferguson 5445, 
05 reg, low pro“ le

£23,500

Zetor Forterra 124 41
09 reg, in great condition. 

£22,500

Zetor Proxima HS80
67 reg, as new condition, good 
saving on new price! £33,000

NEW Solis RX 50 2wd 
With cab, aircon.

£13,450 

Zetor Proxima HS 110 
17 reg, Power shuttle, 
power loader. £38,000

 Zetor Major 80
Deutz engine, high quality “ nish. 

£29,500

Case 885L, 
E reg, handy price, 

Tanco loader. £3,800

Zetor Proxima 7441
05 reg, wide tyres all round.

£POA

 Proxima Power 95
09, p/shuttle, 3 spd powershift, 
TracLift power loader. £25,000

Deutz Agroplus 5090
15 reg, 4D Ecoline, “ tted with 
Quicke Q31 loader. £27,500

Zetor Proxima 8441
 40k gear box, Trac Lift loader, 

good out“ t. £18,000

 Zetor Plus 105
11 reg, 40K, 4 wheel braking, 

good tyres.  £22,000

McCormick CX95
2007, low cab, power shuttle. 

£18,500

 www.stewart-trailers.co.uk

+44 (0) 1467 681418
sales@stewart-trailers.co.uk

BIGGER

STRONGER

TOUGHER



Special Feature  

Above: 
When a tractor 
is bought at auction its new 
owner knows exactly how 
much it needs to be insured 
for. This County 1884 was 
bought in October 2019 
for £132,000.

It’s not just rare tractors that are rising in 
value. Many modern classics, especially 

models from the John Deere 6010 
and 7010 Series, that are often 

used in a supporting role, 
have appreciated in 

value and need to 
be insured 

accordingly. Photo: 
Simon Henley. 

Insurance is one of those things we usually wish we could do without 
until we have to make a claim, and then we realise what a necessity 
it is. But according to insurance experts, many people, especially 
those that own classic or modern classic tractors that have recently 
shot up in value, are currently under-insured. Sandy Cox has been 
talking to insurers to get the best advice on cover. 

Above: Just over 20 years ago, County 1884s 
like this one had a trade-in value of under 
£10,000. Values have really spiralled in the 

past 10 years.

TAKING CARE 
OF COVER

EVERY YEAR the letter drops onto the 
doormat with the familiar logo of your 
insurance company and you realise that it 

is 12 months since you renewed your tractor policy. 
That means it is time to renew again and pay your 
annual premium or check-up on the direct debit.        

But just how much attention do you pay to the 
renewal notice? Is it a quick glance?  Possibly so, 
because if you pay by direct debit, you often don’t 
actually need to do anything. Or do you simply check 
that your tractors and equipment are fully listed? 

But what about their value? Is the second-
hand tractor you bought a few years back for 
£10,000 still listed at that amount or have you 
taken account of depreciation and knocked it down 
a little? Whichever of those scenarios may apply 
in your case, you may have done the wrong thing 
according to those involved in the insurance 
business. They say that for insurance purposes, cases 
are arising where tractors are seriously undervalued. 
As a consequence, owners are finding that when 
a machine is destroyed in a fire, written off in an 
accident or stolen, the value they have insured it for 
leaves them thousands of pounds short of what they 
need when they try to replace the tractor on a like-
for-like basis.

As many readers will know, with some models 
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depreciation is a thing of the past. Some tractors 
bought as back-up machines a few years ago, perhaps 
to do a bit of grass raking or to pull a trailer at harvest 
time, may be worth considerably more now than what 
their owners originally paid for them.

When we looked at tractors as an investment in 
our Collector’s Special issue in the September 2016 
issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR, we highlighted a study 
undertaken by former Myerscough College student 
Mark France for his university degree. It revealed 
that investing in classic tractors can be better than 
money in the bank with a rate of return of up to and 
above seven per cent. That’s an inflation-beating 
investment and far more than the derisory interest 

Tractor Insurance
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levels currently on offer from banks and building 
societies.

Mark’s study looked at some relatively modest 
tractors – in fact, the sort of machines that many 
people wouldn’t think of as an investment now. They 
were the Massey Ferguson 35X, David Brown 880, 
Fordson Super Dexta, David Brown 1212, Ford 6600 
and Massey Ferguson 575.

What he discovered with all these tractors was 
that for the first 20 years from new, their values 
declined, then they began to rise again. And 20 years 
after they had bottomed out to their lowest value, the 
three oldest tractors started to appreciate even faster. 

Although we don’t have a large volume of figures 
to hand to prove this, it certainly seems to be true 

with certain tractors on the current market. The 
County 1884 sold in autumn 2019 for a UK record 
auction price for a classic tractor of £132,000 was 
a 38-year old machine, and the County 1474 that sold 
at the same auction for £94,000 was 39 years old. The 
record prices achieved at H. J. Pugh & Co’s auction for 
Imbert May, near Exeter in Devon, as reported in the 
January 2021 issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR, were for 
tractors that were 40-50 years old. A 1980 County 
1184 made £71,000, a 1975 Massey Ferguson 188 
went for £39,000 and a 1970 County 754 achieved 
£41,000. Other recent auctions have seen 1978 and 
1976 Ford 7600 models sold for £17,250 and £17,500. 

While some older tractors seem to be attracting 
the attention of collectors at present, such as the Ford 
7000, more recent machines that are 20-40 years old 
are also gaining ground as evidenced by the recent 
sales of a Ford 8210 for £22,750, a Ford New Holland 
7740SLE for £14,600, a John Deere 7810 for £38,750 

Above: Owners need to be aware that even 
the values of older workaday classics, such 
as the MF 135, are now higher than they 
were a few years ago. 

and a Ford 7810 Silver Jubilee Edition for £42,500. 
These, of course, are the hammer prices, and when 
VAT and buyer’s commission are added, as well as 
transport, the actual cost of the tractor at home in the 
shed may be 25 per cent or more higher.

So if it’s plain for all to see that values of at least 
some tractors are rising, why is under insurance 
a problem? Perhaps it’s simply the fact that many 
owners may think that record prices for rare tractors 
don’t apply to the run-of-the-mill machines that they 
have in their sheds. 

But it’s not just rarities that are appreciating, 
it seems. The market for good used tractors has 
been strong for some time, and particularly for 
uncomplicated modern classics that don’t need to 
be connected up to a laptop for repair. As prices for 
new machines reach astronomical heights that many 
users simply can’t afford, they are turning to the used 
market, with modern classics in the 15-30 year age 
bracket being in great demand. As a result, some 
prices are rising and that means that the value of 
these tractors on the farm is on the up.

According to Northamptonshire-based Acres 
Insurance Brokers, which specialises in farm 
insurance, many owners haven’t been keeping up 
with the trend in farm machinery prices, and either 
don’t realise the value of their machines or, if they do, 
are not updating it on their insurance policies. They 
point out that while new tractors may cost £100,000 
or more, used machines that have a few thousand 
hours on them can be bought at 50 per cent of that 
or less, including tractors like the John Deere 7810, 
6920 or 7530.

“As a secondary machine, doing 500 hours or less 
per year, tractors like these actually represent good 
value,” says Acres Insurance Brokers’ director Nigel 

Left: When this Ford 7810 Silver Jubilee 
tractor from the Paul Cable collection was 
sold in May 2018 it sold for a record auction 
price of £35,500.  This price has since been 
surpassed a number of times and most 
recently in September 2020 at £42,500.
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Below: Insurers warn that many farm 
tractors, especially some modern classics like 
this New Holland 8560, are under-insured and 
in the event of a loss the owners can lose 
thousands of pounds. Photo: John McVitty.

Right: Sentimental value is something that 
can’t be insured so when a cherished tractor 

has been in the family for many years, 
owners need to be aware of security and 

the safety of where it is kept.

Below right: After a fire, many machines 
will be a complete write-off. If it’s 

something like this MF 362, a modern classic 
model that has risen considerably in value 

in recent years, there’s a good chance it will 
have been under-insured.

Wellings. “These tractors are unlikely to depreciate 
and may even appreciate, while new tractors will 
always depreciate.”

Many farms have modern classics of this type in 
their fleets, but for insurance purposes they are often 
undervalued, he adds. His company has dealt with 
a number of claims recently where tractors lost in fires 
have been badly under-insured.

These have included an MB-trac 1100 that was 
insured for £8000 when its true value was at least 
£16,000, a John Deere 6410 that was worth £21,000 
but was only insured for £15,000, and a New Holland 
7840 with a value of £14,000 that was insured for 
almost half that (£8000).

“All the customers lost out as each of these 
machines was a write-off and insurers only paid out 
the insured value,” he explains. “The annual premium 
increase on each of them to have been insured for the 
correct value would have been in the region of £50, 

but because the value insured was less than it should 
have been, they lost £6000-8000.”

NFU Mutual, which provides insurance to around 
75 per cent of farmers, also says that under-insurance 
on farms is a major problem. The insurer’s rural affairs 
specialist, David Harrison, says it applies to buildings 
and machinery.

“Buildings need to be insured for the cost of 
replacement and not for what they cost to put up, 
especially if the farm did the work itself,” he says. “And 
machinery needs to be insured for its current value too. 

“Under-insurance of tractors doesn’t just apply 
to the older tractors that may be appreciating. Some 
of the newer kit is holding its value better, and not 
depreciating so fast,” adds David. 

“At one time, when going to a farm to review its 
insurance, it would be normal for the farmer to go 
through his list of machinery and knock a bit off the 
value of each machine to account for its depreciation. 
But some classic tractors, like the Ford 7810 and SG2-
cab John Deeres, are appreciating and owners need to 
take that into account.”

He added that the onus was on the owner to 
determine the correct amount insured and some 
people might call their local dealership to check on 
the current value of their tractors.

“It’s a balancing act. You don’t want to put the 
sum too high, as you will be paying out for nothing, 
but you don’t want to underplay it either,” says 
David. “By insuring at too low a value you are only 
savings tens of pounds, but in the case of the loss of 
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a machine, you could lose out by many thousands. 
Have a conversation with your insurer about what 
you have and what you use it for, so that it goes on 
the right type of insurance policy. 

“There is vintage tractor insurance for those who 
just use their vintage and classic tractors that are 
over 25 years old for road runs, shows and ploughing 
matches,” he explains. “But when a tractor is used 
for any sort of commercial farm work it needs to be 
on a standard tractor insurance policy.”

Determining value
Insurers will only pay out the market value of 
a tractor that has been written off or stolen, and 
insurers recommend that owners seek professional 
and expert advice about the correct insurance 
value for their machines. The sort of people that 
can be consulted for value are machinery 
dealerships, auctioneers that 
handle tractors of the type being 
insured, professional tractor 
restorers and tractor clubs 
that specialise in a particular 
manufacturer’s machines. 

And don’t forget the pages of CLASSIC 
TRACTOR, where auction prices are regularly 
reported and tractors are advertised for sale in our 
Tractor Trader classified advertising section.

Auctioneers such as Herefordshire-based 
H. J. Pugh & Co and Cheffins in Cambridgeshire both 
do valuations for insurance purposes, and despite the 
many tractors they see each year, both admit it can 
be difficult.

Howard Pugh points out that not all tractor 
values are rising. Those that are, he says, are the ones 
with a key, a diesel engine and a cab. The market is 
generally declining for older tractors with petrol and 
TVO engines and with magneto ignition.

Oliver Godfrey at Cheffins says that each 
call about valuations is different. Sometimes 
the valuation can be done remotely, by seeing 
documents and photographs, while other machines 

need to be visited.
“When we inspect the machines, 

we might find a cracked block or 

a repair that can have an impact on value,” he says. 
“And one person’s idea of what is a good restoration 
may not match the views of others.”

The cost of obtaining a professional valuation 
obviously varies according to the time and 
any travelling expenses, but when it involves 
a considerable fleet or collection, or tractors that 
are more valuable, insurers are more likely to accept 
a documented professional valuation than an owner’s 
stab in the dark.

The important thing to remember is that in the 
event of a claim, the insurer will pay the market value 
or the amount shown on the policy, whichever is less. 
So while it is important not to be underinsured, there 
is no point in over-valuing the tractor for insurance 
purposes either. 

Rarity value
Rarity doesn’t always equal value, says Oliver 
Godfrey of auctioneer Cheffins. The important factors 
in determining the value of what may be thought 
to be a rare tractor are provenance, condition and 
originality.

“As in other areas, when it comes to the rarity 
value we respect the opinion of experts,” says the 
NFU Mutual’s David Harrison. “That might be an 
auctioneer or, in the case of a tractor whose owner 
has done a nut-and-bolt restoration, a professional 
restorer.”

Insurers point out that it is best to provide the 
evidence at the time that the tractor is insured, and 
that might include an estimate of value from an 
expert and photographs 
to demonstrate the 
condition of the 
tractor at that 
time and 
the hours 
on the 
clock.
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Right and below: Because 
of their popularity and 
the availability of parts, 
many John Deeres, especially 
models from the 6010, 6020 and 
6030 Series, have been targeted by 
criminals from Eastern Europe.

Left: Classic and vintage tractors that are 
hobby machines and used only for shows, 
road runs and ploughing matches can be 
insured on a vintage tractor policy for 
machines more than 25 years old, but if 
these older machines are used for any work, 
they should be on a standard policy
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Below: Any equipment permanently 
attached to a tractor should be included on 
the tractor’s insurance and insurers should 

also be informed of any modifications from 
the tractor’s standard specification.

Value progression*

“It is far better if we have the documents on file, 
rather than the owner having to demonstrate at the 
time of a claim a tractor’s value due to rarity or its 
exceptional condition,” advises David.

In addition to rarity, he also points out that factors 
such as a machine being the first or last produced can 
enhance its value, and again documentary or expert 
evidence of this would be needed when making a claim. 

However, one factor that can’t be insured is 
sentimental value. Many people like to own a tractor 
that may have been bought new by parents 
or grandparents, and although that factor is 
valued by owners, it’s not something that has a 
monetary value. While there are some ‘agreed 
value’ policies for classic cars, it’s not something 
that’s available for classic tractors, with insurers 
operating purely on a market value basis.

“Where a tractor is irreplaceable because it 
has been on the farm for 50 years, it’s even more 
important to take a bit more care to ensure 
it doesn’t disappear,” says Nigel Wellings of 

Acres Insurance Brokers. “Think about security and 
keep the tractors in locked buildings, and also keep 
them out of sight so that they are not an easy target.”

And it’s worth checking with insurers about 
discounts available for specific security measures, such 
as the CESAR scheme and approved Thatcham devices.

Restoration work
When a tractor is being restored, its value may 

increase and, for example, the refurbishment 
might turn a £10,000 machine into one that’s 
worth £20,000. If the work is being carried out 
by a professional restorer the tractor should be 
covered by that business’s 

Tractor Early 2000s Early 2010s 2020

Massey Ferguson 35X £4300 £6000 £9500

Ford 7810 £5150 £8300 £16,500

Ford 7810 Silver Jubilee n/a £15,700 £42,500

Ford New Holland 7840 SLE £9300 £9000 £14,600

Ford 7600 £3000 £6000 £17,250

County 1184 £4000 £10,000 £54,000

Ford 7000 n/a £11,500 £25,000

Ford 6600 £3550 £9000 £13,250

MB-trac 1000 £7500 n/a £25,000

MF 698T £5250 n/a £9100

MF 595 £2225 £4100 £6200

David Brown 990 £1450 £4100 £6500

Massey Ferguson 175 £1400 £6800 £9100

Case-IH 856XL £4400 £4900 £8600

Massey Ferguson 165 £2425 £5600 £9400

Prices from auction reports published in CLASSIC TRACTOR magazine. Tractor condition described as 
good to excellent.

policy while it is in its custody, but it’s obviously 
important to check to see if that’s the case.

For owners doing the restoration themselves, 
it would be wise to discuss with the insurer the value 
at stages during the work and to increase the cover 
when appropriate. 

However, if the overall cost of the initial purchase 
of a classic tractor and of its restoration adds up to more 
than the market value of the restored tractor, that’s not 
something that can be taken into account in insurance. 
In the event of a loss, the insurer will only pay the 
market value as insurance aims only to put the owner 
back in the same position as before the loss. It cannot 
account for expenditure that may have been incurred in 
the past above the market value of the tractor.

Modified machines 
In any insurance policy, the onus is on the policy 
holder to disclose anything material to the insurer 
at the time at which the policy is taken out. So that 
means that any tractor needs to be in a condition 
suitable for its use and comply with any legal 
requirements, whether on- or off-road.

Any changes to a tractor away from the 
manufacturer’s standard specification should be 
disclosed at the time when the tractor is insured. While 
minor changes may not be pertinent, anything that 
changes the tractor’s performance should be declared. 
The insurer may accept performance changes that 
make the tractor more useful, such as to improve fuel 
efficiency or low-down torque. But changes that affect 
maximum power output or increasing road speed 
from 30kph to 40kph are unlikely to be acceptable. 
And certainly anything that doesn’t comply with 

Construction & Use regulations is a non-starter.
Anything that is permanently attached to 
a tractor is also a regarded as a modification, 

and if a front loader or winch is 
permanently fitted, it should 
be included on the tractor’s 
insurance. However, items 
that might be moved between 
different tractors on a farm and 
not tied to one vehicle, such 
as GPS equipment, would 

normally be insured on the 
general farm policy. 
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a week’s hire, David wouldn’t accept any payment. 
In 2014, David sadly passed away following 

a serious illness. When he initially became unwell, he 
took the decision to sell his equipment. The County 
1184 was consigned to H. J. Pugh & Co’s collective sale 
at the Tractor World Show at Malvern. Phil’s son, 
James, had been nagging him to buy the 1184, so he 
took the plunge and became the proud owner for 
£15,000. That seems like a bargain now and what a 
good investment it has turned out to be. David’s sons 
were delighted that it was staying in the same family, 
and David junior drove it home for Phil. 

The 120hp County has now clocked up 7500 
hours, with around 1000 of those hours being spent on 
a grain dryer. David Richards had looked after his 
tractor so well that his cousin Phil has had to do very 
little to it over the past six years. He’s given it a new 
set of tyres and done a bit of cosmetic work, including 
replacing the decals and relining the cab, but nothing 
majorly mechanical. 

In addition to his own arable and sheep farming 
enterprises, Phil also runs a contracting business. The 
bulk of the work is handled by five New Holland T7 
Series tractors, supplied by local dealer Malpas Tractors, 

and an older Ford 7840 and 7810, but occasionally they 
are joined by the County 1184 at busy times. Although 
not used continuously, the 1184 is useful for powering 
the farm’s grain dryer as well as rotovating, topping, 
grain carting, power harrowing and raking hay. It has 
also proven handy on a trailed sprayer during wet 
autumn weather when Phil’s usual spraying tractor 
couldn’t get on the ground. 

Phil Richards’ impressive County 1184 TW has 
been in the same family from new. It now resides 
on his farm at Upper Sapey, Herefordshire, but 
originally belonged to his cousin, David Richards, 
whose name is still on the tractor’s cab and who 
farmed in the same village. 

David bought the 1979 County as a three-month 
old ex-demonstration machine in 1980. He was 
a County enthusiast and had owned a number of 
previous models, but the 1184, which was the last one 
he purchased, was his pride and joy. In addition to his 
arable farm, David also ran an earthmoving business. 
His County 1184 saw action in both of his ventures, 
carrying out heavy cultivations at home and moving 
earth out on site.  

During the 1983 silage season, Phil’s own County 
1124 broke down and he was stuck for a tractor to 
power his forage harvester. David called and told him 
to come and borrow the 1184. During the week that 
Phil had the County on loan, he became very attached 
to the equal-wheeler. 

With the silage safely gathered, Phil checked and 
valeted the 1184 and refuelled it before returning it to 
his cousin. Although he took his cheque book to pay for 

Farm Favourites Readers’ Classics

This is your chance to give your best classics the praise they 
deserve. Send us details and pictures and tell us why you’ve 
been so impressed by the performance and reliability of your 
favourite tractor, harvester or loader. We’ll do the rest!
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COUNTY IS A
GOOD ASSETE-MAIL:

editor@classictractormagazine.co.uk

WRITE TO:
Farm Favourites, CLASSIC TRACTOR, 
Sundial Magazines, 
Sundial House, 
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent 
BR3 5JS

Below left: One of the 7500-hour County 
1184’s recent work outings saw it 
stretching its legs on a 2.8m Claas Liner 
2800 rake.  

Below: Phil Richards’ 1979 County 1184 
TW is a useful stand-by in his farming and 
contracting business in Herefordshire. 
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Top left: Although this is not a genuine 
Commemorative Edition, James says he 

Þ tted the decals to his tractor to break up its  
mass of red paintwork. 

Above: James RichmondÕs refurbished Case-IH 1594 looks 
resplendent with its Ferrari Rosso Fiorano metallic red paint.

James Richmond’s Case-IH 1594 looks a lot different now to how it did when 
he acquired it back in January 2017, as a back-up tractor to the Case IH Maxxum 
MX120 he uses for contract work. Back then it was in a sorry state, with 
a bashed and broken nose, tired and faded paintwork, and rusty tinwork. 

James, like a true visionary, could see its potential, and he knew it offered the 
opportunity to acquire a 95hp, six-cylinder, four-wheel drive tractor with a cab for the 
price of an MF 35. It was no stranger to him either, as it had spent 10 years with one of 
his friends, who had mainly used it for pumping slurry. During its time with a previous 
owner, the 1594’s brakes had failed and, in order to stop it, the operator had run into 
a wall, causing damage to the front end. After James’s friend took it on, he fixed the 
brakes, but never got round to sorting out the damaged front. 

“It had led a hard life and was a bit rough,” says James, from Coleraine in 
Co. Londonderry. “It had been sitting outside most of the time and rust was eating into 
the tinwork, but the mechanics seemed OK.” 

In addition to keeping beef cattle and poultry on 50 acres, James also works as 
a contractor, carrying out grass seed drilling, hedge cutting, fertiliser spreading and 
silage hauling for local farmers. The first thing he fixed on his newly-acquired Case-IH 
1594 was the hydraulics, as the rear lift had been bypassed. That involved fitting a new 
£400 valve chest to get the linkage working, the first time he had done a job like this. 
Other refurb ‘firsts’ carried out by James included some fibreglass work to repair the 
damaged nose and spraying lacquer.

“I had seen a Case-IH painted metallic red and couldn’t resist it,” he says. “I had 
only painted a silage trailer before, and everyone told me not to put metallic paint on 
the 1594 as there is a knack to spraying lacquer. You hardly ever see two Case-IH 
tractors the same colour as they tend to fade, so I used Ferrari Rosso Fiorano red. 
There are a few runs in the lacquer, but when it’s in the sun, it’s lovely.

“It is not a genuine Commemorative Edition,” he 
continues, “but some dealers did apparently sticker 
some up this way, and I thought they would be nice to 
break up the red paintwork.”

Other work carried out to the tractor included 
painting and installing a replacement dash as well as 

SPARKLES 
IN THE SUN 

This David Brown 990 Selectamatic was delivered new to Alan Kellett’s 
grandfather’s farm in April 1966. It spent the next 20 years ploughing, 
cultivating and driving a double-chop forager, gaining a Victor Stormguard 
cab and a DB LF9 loader in the process.

Ownership then passed to Alan’s uncle, by which time the gearbox and muff 
coupling input assembly required a major overhaul. Alan, who was working for DB 
at its Meltham factory at the time, got involved and did the work. Five years later 
he became the owner of what was now a badly-worn and shabby-looking DB 990. 

After removing the loader, he proceeded to give his ‘new’ tractor a complete 
overhaul. New liners and pistons were fitted, the crank was reground, the 
hydraulics were overhauled, new clutch plates, bearings and gearstick gaiters were 
fitted, the tinwork was painted and new tyres were fitted. 

The DB 990 still works for its living, carrying out trailer work and harrowing 
duties on Alan’s smallholding on Co. Durham, its characteristics of miserly fuel 
consumption, easy starting, tenacious wheel grip and the incomparable 
Selectamatic hydraulics making it ideal for its current purpose. 

Kept by family

Below: Alan KellettÕs 1966 David Brown 990 Selectamatic has

been with his family from new. 

fitting a new fuel lift pump and additional work lights. James has also moved the Hydra-
Shift lever closer to the gear shift so that it’s easier to use. 

The autumn grass seeding and hedge cutting campaigns coincide, but James is now 
able to keep the hedge cutter on the 1594, while his Maxxum MX120 looks after the 
sowing. In addition, he says he is planning to use his 1594 for GPS fertiliser spreading, 
slurry spreading and silage hauling. 



DUNLOP TRACTOR SPARES
67a CRANKILL ROAD, BALLYMENA, CO. ANTRIM, NORTHERN IRELAND BT43 5NN

Tel & Fax: 028 2565 2560 • Mob: 0783 4455082 or 0783 4455083
NO SUNDAY TRADING Opening hours: Monday to Friday 9am-5pm, Lunch between 12 and 1 o’clock

Email: amanda@dunloptractor.plus.com
PROPRIETORS JOHN & AMANDA ROSS

Visit us at: www.dunloptractorspares.co.uk
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New Grove Barn, Grove Hill, Martinstown,   Higher Woodsford, 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 9JP  Dorchester DT2 8BL

Deutz-Fahr 7250 TTV Warrior, 246hp, 
special edition, full spec  .................  £132,000

Deutz-Fahr 5110 G GS, non Ad-Blue, 113hp, 
a/c, 20F x 20R with electric Hi-Low ... £48,500

Deutz-Fahr 6145.4, 4 cylinder, 145 hp, 54F x27 R 
transmission .............................................. £76,500

Ex-demo Deutz-Fahr 7250 TTV, 800hrs, 246 hp, 
front links, PTO, auto steer ready   £112,500

Same Dorado 90.4, 88hp, 30F x 15 R gears, 
air con ............................................... £41,386

Deutz-Fahr 6185 RC Shift, 2019, 2,400 hours, 
188 hp, Auto steer ready .................... £78,000

Kioti Mechron K9, 2019, full cab c/w heater
...............................................................£9,500

Polaris Ranger 750 EFI, 7,550 miles, new tyres, 
full cab ...................................................£6,250

Rolland Rollvan RV64, cattle trailer, 21ft, 
hydraulic lowering, sliding partition .... £14,300

Deutz-Fahr 5125, 126 hp, 30 x 30 power shift 
trans, SDD quick steer, FZ 20 loader .. £59,500

Dieci Agri Star  40.7 EVO2, Michelin tyres, 
Pin and conehead stock ..................... £66,500

Deutz-Fahr 5080 D Keyline, 2019, 280 hours, 
75 hp, C/W FS 8 loader ...................... £32,500

agricultural engineering

1974 Ford 7000, 
original engine, in very nice 

condition 16.9 34 tyres.

1989 Ford TW35 Super Q, 
dual power, with rare creeper 

box, 6,900 hrs.

1991 Ford 7810 Series 3, 
with loader, air con, 7,200 hours. 
No rust in cab, very tidy example.

1976 Ford 7600, 
dual power, nice tractor, 

great for road runs. 

1983 Massey Ferguson 290, 
4wd, in immaculate original 

condition.

1985 John Deere 4040S, 
4wd, good tractor, 

tidy example. 

1989 Ford 7810 Series 3 Silver 
Jubilee, 9,500 hrs, air con, no rot, 

straight tin work.

1976 Ford 9600 2wd,
good running tractor.

1983 Ford TW35, 
Q cab, 4wd, 7,000 hrs, 

nice straight tractor.

1993 Massey Ferguson 362 4wd, 
6,500 hrs, 12/12 shuttle, 

very genuine tractor. 

1983 John Deere 4240S, 
very nice tractor, 2,500 hours.

Ford 8210, choice of 3, 
all Super Q, one Series 3 

and two Series 2. 

1990 Massey Ferguson 390, 
4wd, 3 sticks, 4,700 hours, 
very nice straight tractor.

1990 Ford 7810 Series 3,
 5,400 hrs, in mint condition, 
exceptional with lovely tyres. 

1991 Ford 7810 Series 3, 
air con, 6,500 hrs, in very 
genuine condition, no rust.

Rodney Cowle MachineryRodney Cowle Machinery

Rodney 07831 178271  Steve 07786 391816
E-mail: sales@rodneycowlemachinery.co.uk    web: www.rodneycowlemachinery.co.uk
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This column starts 
on a desperately 

sad note with the news 
that my wife of 41 years, 

Rosemary, passed away on 
16 November after suffering 

a massive stroke. 
Only two weeks earlier, while 

chatting in the farmyard together, I told her  
that I hoped I would see my grandchildren 
grow up. She looked at me in amazement 
and asked how I could even contemplate 
that not happening. I responded by pointing 
out that I was 72, and that you never know 
what the future holds. She was, without 
doubt, a most loving and caring wife, 
mother and grandmother, who will be 
sorely missed.  

When I wrote my previous Farm View 
column in July, we were still going through 
our newly acquired New Holland 590 baler. 
My youngest son, James, said it would be 
a challenge and he was right. We had 
reached the stage where we could get 
material into the chamber, so the knotters 
were next on the agenda. These balers make 
double knots, one at the start of the bale 

and one at the end. We got one knotter 
working, so decided to clean-up the other 
three, sharpen the knives and have a go.

After a trip to have a look at another 
New Holland baler, it appeared everything 
was ready to go, so it was off to the field. 
We didn’t have much luck as it was still 
not tying on all the knotters. James got 
frustrated and said that if it didn’t work after 
one more go I would have to call out our 
local dealer. 

It was at this point I discovered the 
problem – I was only running the Ford 7840 
at 850rpm on the PTO. I selected 1000rpm 
and it never missed another bale. We went 
on to finish the baling in record time and it 
only took half the usual time to clear the field. 
I’ve also convinced most of my customers to 
change over to a larger square bale, as I can 
basically make them any size they want.

My experiment with min-till wasn’t really 
a success so I have gone back to the plough, 
although I really like the press drill. 

Our Ford 7840 had a spell working with 
a borrowed Kverneland four-furrow reversible 
and it pulled it a treat in seventh Low at 
1500rpm. 

I’ve decided to equip the Ford 7840 with 
wider wheel equipment. It is currently on 
13.6x38s on the rear and 12.4x24s on the 
front, but will soon be getting the bigger 
tyres off our Ford 6640. 

I’ve also decided to retire our less-cab 
Ford Select-O-Speeds in preference to a 
1992 Ford 5030 with a Quicke loader that 
is on its way from Wales. I think the only 
weak spot on these 30 Series models is the 
gearbox, so it will have to be looked after, 
but we do that anyway. 

There was supposed to be a Ford 8240 
coming as well, but I cancelled it due to the 
aforementioned sad circumstances. 

I hope to carry on farming for a few 
more years and my two sons are very 
supportive and willing to help in any way 
they can. As farmers, we always look 
forward to next year.

Our 7840 had a spell working 
with a borrowed Kverneland 
four-furrow reversible and it 

pulled it a treat

Experiencing great loss 
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John Carter farms 
150 acres near 

Nanaimo on 
Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, 
Canada, growing 

malting barley, 
spring milling wheat 

and grass for hay. 
John, who emigrated 

to Canada from 
Lincolnshire in 1982, 
farms with a fleet of 

classic Ford and 
County models built 

between 1963 
and 1989.

Engine has big problem
I won’t know our 
exact yields until all 

our cereals have crossed the 
weighbridge, but what we 

have learned is that drilling 
winter wheat in February is 

a disaster. The crop I refer to was 
drilled in good conditions, but then we 

had one of the wettest Februarys in 
history.  

With the growth cycle being abnormal 
due to the late drilling date, the wheat did 
very badly. Fortunately, it was only grown in 
a couple of small fields; one yielded 1.8t/acre 
and the other managed 2.3t/acre. The grain 
is being kept nice and cool on our underfloor 
grain ventilation system and the price has 
risen since harvest, so hopefully that will 
make up for some of the shortfall in the yield. 
Next year will be a lot better, I’m sure. 

The sombre mood continues with the news 
that my reliable 1983 John Deere 4850 decided 
to destroy itself while ploughing. 

It was only 20 metres from the headland 
when a little man in the engine started to 
hammer away. We unhitched the tractor from 
the plough and pulled it onto our truck without 

starting it, to prevent more damage occurring. 
We hoped it would be a simple repair, but 
when the head was removed, we discovered 
one of the pistons was coming up and hitting 
the head. When the sump was partly lowered it 
was discovered that the big end bearing was 
knackered and there was damage to the 
crankshaft. We shall now split the tractor and 
send its engine away to be repaired.

Having spent several years spreading 
chicken dung on our farm, and trying to 
reduce soil compaction by using duals, our 
agronomist is now pushing us to try some 
sort of min-till system. Considering that 
between my father, my brother and myself 
we have 38 All Ireland Ploughing 
Championship titles, it was not going to be 
an easy task to coax us away from our tried 
and trusted reliable plough, till and drill 
system. But, after some discussion, we have 

decided to trial a Claydon min-till system 
over the next few years on a 40-acre block. 
It is a good field, so there can be no excuses, 
and next year we intend to drill it a few 
weeks earlier. I will keep you updated.

Last year I bought my first vintage combine 
and recently I’ve bought my first vintage/classic 
tractor. I’m not exactly sure whether it’s from 
the 1960s, 70s or 80s, but it was built by Boyle 
(Buddy) Simpson, from the neighbouring parish, 
who passed away last year. Buddy worked the 
home-made tractor on his own farm.

There was a possibility that his unique 
tractor would have been scrapped and my 
father said it would be a shame to let that 
happen. So far, what I know is that the engine 
is a Rolls-Royce Eagle diesel and the front axle 
is from an ERF truck. 

We believe the gearbox is from the same 
truck. We were told that the back axle was 
from a dozer, but it has external disc brakes, 
which I don’t think you would find on 
a dozer. The cab is off a Massey Ferguson 
1135 and it has air and hydraulic brakes. 
It actually has a nice shape and you’ll 
definitely be seeing this beast in a future 
issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR.
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With his father 

Gerry and brother 
Gerard, David King 

farms 200 arable 
acres in Co. Louth 
and Co. Meath in 

the Republic of 
Ireland and also 

runs a small 
agricultural 
contracting 

business. The 
family also carry 
out well drilling, 

construction and 
building 

fabrication work.

It was only 20 metres from 
the headland when a little 
man in the engine started 

to hammer away. 



After some initial 
disappointment, 

I’m pleased to report that, 
overall, we had a good 

harvest. Considering the lack 
of rain and the searingly hot 

temperatures during the spring 
and summer of 2020, our cereals 

achieved both respectable yields and 
quality. However, the real star of the 
show turned out to be the spring beans.  

Our home-saved bean seed was direct-
drilled by our Horsch Sprinter, complete with 
narrow Bourgault bean coulters, in late March. 
Although the surface was very hard and dry, 
the drill managed to place the seed into some 
moisture a couple of inches below ground, 
and from there on the beans didn’t look back. 
I must admit, I did fear for them as the season 
progressed with little or no sign of rain, but 
they came through and did us proud. 

A couple of enjoyable days on the 
combine cutting the bumper bean crop was 
just the tonic I needed to finish harvest, given 
the fright I’d had while cutting the last field 
of winter wheat. With temperatures in the 
mid-30s, the farm had increasingly become 

a tinderbox, but with the tantalising prospect 
of being able to finish the harvest in record 
time, we pressed on enthusiastically. 

Taking my eye off the combine header 
to glance in the mirror, I could make out an 
ominous orange glow in the distance. Fire! 
Together with the carting team and baler 
man, I quickly made my way to a cultivated 
field safely downwind of the field fire, which 
within a matter of minutes had consumed 
five acres of standing crop.  

Luckily the fire brigade arrived on the 
scene very quickly, but I am indebted to our 
neighbours who, upon seeing the rising smoke, 
stopped harvesting and raced to our aid with 
a cultivator, sprayer and bowser full of water. 
All it must have taken was the header skid to 
strike a flint and for a row of crispy straw to 
then fall onto the resultant spark. Fortunately, 
nobody was injured and no machinery was 

damaged, but it was a timely reminder that 
I must be better prepared for such situations, 
just like my neighbours. On a lighter note, 
there is now a spectacular crop of stubble 
turnips growing in the ash!

We’ve finally managed to get on top 
of our annual hedge cutting. After falling 
behind due to two wet autumns, the task was 
becoming increasingly daunting. As the hours 
started to mount on our old Case-IH Maxxum 
5130 and Spearhead Orbital trimmer, I must 
admit I became concerned that we were 
asking too much of the 26-year-old tractor. 
But over 200 hours of hedge trimming later, 
the trusty Maxxum hasn’t let us down, the 
only issue encountered being a dirty fuel line 
to the diesel tank which just required a screw 
driver and a blast of air. 

Driving the Maxxum this autumn has 
reminded me of how important it is to have 
a modern classic tractor on the farm. There 
is just something special about them that 
computers and satellites really can’t replace. 
With this in mind, with Christmas looming 
large, I’m looking forward to spending some 
time in the workshop with my Dad’s splendid 
John Deere 6910 and some polish!
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Driving the Maxxum this 
autumn has reminded me of 
how important it is to have 

a modern classic tractor.

Maxxum puts in a shift 
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David Ellin manages 
a 1500-acre estate 

on the South Downs 
near Brighton in 

West Sussex. The 
estate grows 600 

acres of combinable 
crops and runs a 

herd of 100 suckler 
cows. The 

machinery fleet 
contains a number 

of modern classics.

Paying a price for straw
Once again, one of 
the main talking 

points among livestock 
farmers is the price of straw. 

Due to the wet weather in late 
2019 many winter crops didn’t 

get drilled, and this was then 
followed by a very dry spell during the 

spring of 2020, all of which has 
contributed to a worrying shortage of 
straw this time around.   

Here at home, the straw yield from our 
spring barley was nothing special. The straw 
was baled either by our own McHale round 
baler or by a local contractor using a Krone 
big square baler. In a catchy season, round 
bale straw comes out on top, in my opinion, 
as once baled it can stay out in the fields for 
a while, and its slightly lower density means 
that if it is a little damp it is less likely to set 
like concrete!

With straw in short supply, we decided to 
source an extra load earlier than we normally 
would. A lorry and drag trailer duly arrived 
carrying 50 very big bales, each weighing half 
a tonne. It was wheat straw that had 
obviously been harvested by a rotary combine 

as the straw is very short. In fact, it doesn’t 
need a straw chopper and can simply be 
blown into the sheds, creating huge dust 
clouds in the process. 

The size of the combines is also something 
to think about when it comes to straw quality. 
In a wet season, large windrows of straw are 
difficult to turn and dry out. Wider headers 
also need to cut higher to allow for undulating 
ground conditions, and in doing so they grab 
less straw. I’m sure many arable readers will 
be arguing the case for wider combine 
headers, but with straw at £130/t or more, 
it’s an important issue for us. A good combine 
operator aims for minimal grain loss, but 
perhaps people need to look closely at how 
to minimise straw loss too? 

Because of coronavirus there have been 
few social events for the farming community, 
with no local rallies, ploughing matches or 

working days taking place in our area. There 
have been a handful of farm auctions and 
these have drawn very large crowds, all 
socially distanced, of course. I think many 
people are desperate to get out to meet and 
greet their fellow farmers and friends. The 
upshot is that the auction prices for second-
hand machinery have been very strong. 
Classic tractors are making very strong 
prices, to the point where if something has 
four tyres and a running engine, it’s 
guaranteed to make at least £2500, 
irrespective of its condition. 

Tractors aside, the real stand-out item 
at many farm sales continues to be the good 
old-fashioned galvanised cattle ring feeder. 
It never ceases to amaze me how much some 
people will pay for a ring feeder that’s 
dented, missing some bars and at least 
10 years old. You can get a new feeder 
delivered direct to your farm for marginally 
more than a battered one will make at 
auction. Unlike some of today’s high-tech 
tractors, which seem to depreciate very 
quickly, a typical ring feeder will only lose 
£30 of its value over the course of 10 years. 
If only all equipment was the same! 
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With his father 
William, Peter 
James farms 

around 400 acres 
at Sancreed, near 

Penzance, 
Cornwall. The 

farm supports a 
herd of 125 dairy 
cows, beef cattle 

and a small sheep 
flock. Spring 

cereals and maize 
are grown as 

break crops. The 
family’s tractor 

fleet includes four 
Valmet and Valtra 

models. 

If something has four tyres 
and a running engine, it’s 

guaranteed to make at least 
£2500, irrespective of condition. 



David Tunstall mobile: 07817 832978    Chris Tunstall mobile: 07929 563907    Richard Tunstall mobile: 07765 883435

FOGGY GILL, FELL END,
KIRKBY STEPHEN, CUMBRIA CA17 4LN

Email: david@tunstalltractors.com
www.tunstalltractors.com

Hurlimann XB 110 T4F 
no AdBlue, 480 tyres, good price.  

£41,000 

Hurlimann XB Max 110GS
60 reg, air con, big tyres, 

one owner since new. £25,800

Hurlimann XM.K90, 
16 reg, new Sigma4 loader, 

1,323 hours. £42,000

Hurlimann XB 115.4
16 reg, power shuttle, only been 

used for fencing. £38,000

Hurlimann XA 90 GS
12 reg, 3 speed, Sigma 4 loader. 

£29,500

Claas Ares 697 ATZ, 
07 reg, front links, 

in tidy condition.  £17,000

New Holland T4.95
66 reg, power shuttle, Trima loader. 

£35,000

Hurlimann XA 80
14 reg, super low cab,
mint condition.  £POA

Kubota L1500 
Runs and drives well, good tyres. 

£2,500

 Hurlimann XA80
11 reg, 3 spd power shift 40k, wide 

tyres, excellent. £25,000 

 Hurlimann XB120 T4F
Latest model, p/shuttle, power back 

hitch. £49,000

McCormick X6.420
16 reg, ex veg farm tractor.

£41,000

New Holland TM 125
02 reg, front links. 

£23,500

 Hurlimann XA90
09 reg, 3 speed power shift, 

std shuttle.  £26,000

Massey Ferguson 4255
V reg, new Trima power loader. 

£21,500

John Deere 580 round baler, net and 
string, year 2000, one owner from new, 

very clean. £5,500 + VAT

John Deere 1365 Mower conditioner,  
year 2011, farmer owned, 

very clean and tidy. £8,750 + VAT

John Deere 7710, year 1997, 8,500 hrs, 
one owner from new, rear tyres 80% 
front tyres, 15% shift. £28,800 + VAT

Case International 956 XL, good runner 
tidy tractor for its age, 1990, 8,700 hours, 

tyres 95%. £9,750

Ford 6610, Just need a few more stickers 
and mirrors sorting, very tidy, ideal for work 

or play. £12,000

Same Saturo 80, 2,400 hours on the 
clock, starts runs and drives, ideal export 

or restoration. £3,300

AS Marston Grain trailer, 
one arable owner since new, 

very clean, all original. £4,950

Browns square and round bale grab, 
JCB brackets, very clean 
and tidy. £1,200 + VAT

AS marston 24 foot flat trailer, 
straight from the farm, everything 

works as it should. £2,950

International 885,  FWD, very original arable 
farm tractor, very clean and tidy, ideal 

for work or play. £7,500

John Deere 3350, E reg, Mechanically 
sound tin work is a bit rough, 7,500 
hours, off our own farm. £7,950

Kuhn Primor, straw bedder, 
does work but needs a little bit 

of TLC. £1,250

HAWK CONSTRUCTION GROUP UK LTD
Buyers, sellers and exporters of quality used Agricultural and commercial plant and equipment

Contact
Ben: 07968 205 533 

or Chris 07375 411 397

10 Ashbourne Road, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, ST14 7AZ € e-mail: enquiries@hawkltd.co.uk
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WWW.TRACTORBREAKERS.COM

CONTACT: O’H ARA MACHINERY Tel: 028 777 50572
Email info@tractorbreakers.com

EVANAGH LODGE FARM, 193 SEACOAST RD, LIMAVADY, CO DERRY BT49 9EF

THIS IS ONLY A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR STOCK
CHECK WWW.TRACTORBREAKERS.COM FOR AN UP-TO-DATE STOCK LIST

Case IH CX100 Fendt 936

Fendt 820

Case IH MX135

Ford 5610Massey Ferguson 3120

Massey Ferguson 390T

Ford 8340

Massey Ferguson 3645

Massey Ferguson 4345 Massey Ferguson 4270

Massey Ferguson 4225

Massey Ferguson 5612

Massey Ferguson 6480

Massey Ferguson 6475

Massey Ferguson 6265

Merlo 34.7

New Holland TM130New Holland T6080

New Holland 7635 New Holland TS110A

Valtra T130

Terex TR200

Same Laser 90
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Expert tips, new parts and readers’ modifications.

 FORD SEAT REFURB 

Overhaul of Bostrom seat reaches its conclusion.      
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Faulty Lucas starter gets professionally repaired.    
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We � nd Swinnerton Machinery busy with repairs.    
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How to do a simple freeze point check of coolant. 
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Our experts respond to readers’ technical queries.
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MDE Agri Parts of Co. Fermanagh, Northern Ireland, 
has added front-wheel prop shafts and guards for 
six-cylinder Case IH Maxxum MX and McCormick 
MTX Series tractors to its range of new parts. 
The firm, which also breaks tractors for used 
parts, had received frequent requests for these 
parts, so has taken the initiative by having them 
remanufactured. The prop shaft itself is 800mm 
long and has universal joints at both ends. The rest 
of the couplings needed from the four-wheel drive 
clutch pack to the front axle pinion flange 
are also held in stock by MDE Agri Parts. 
The MX/MTX prop shaft, part number 
MDEAE42931, costs £395 + VAT and 
the MX/MTX prop shaft guard, 
part number MDEPL40737, 
is £125 + VAT. For further 
information and to order 
call MDE Agri Parts on 028 
68631635 or visit: www.
mdeagriparts.co.uk

Parts related to prop

Examining used Þ lters         
Regular oil and Þ lter changes on older tractor 
engines and transmission/hydraulic systems are life 
prolonging measures, but wear and tear is inevitable 
and sometimes it is just around the corner with 
expensive consequences. Some problems can be 
mitigated by careful examination of the appropriate 
Þ lter, advises Alan Kellett.
Simply hacksaw off the Þ lter end of the canister or 
cartridge, extract the cellulose/ paper element and 
stretch it out on a clean workbench. Then scrape 
the former outer surface area with a clean knife and 
deposit the removed residue onto a clean sheet of A4 
paper. The residue will give an accurate indication of 
the wear level of the engine, transmission etc. 
For the engine, aluminium ß ecks indicate crankshaft 
shell wear and piston skirt wear; steel ß ecks point 
to piston ring and crank journal wear; and phosphor 
bronze ß ecks relate to turbocharger wear.
Turning to the transmission, steel/grey iron and brake 
face material ß ecks indicate wet brake disc failure; 
phosphor bronze ß ecks indicate a worn pump swash 
plate, rotor bushings or transmission blocker rings; 
and grey iron Þ lings indicate big trouble.
The above checks take approximately half an hour 
per Þ lter and give a good and inexpensive indication 
of internal wear levels.

NEW PRODUCT

�� TIP OF THE MONTH

THIS FENDT FRONT WEIGHT, which is full of 
sand, weighs 650kg. Its owner, Daniel Roberts, 
who farms near Mold in North Wales, had become 
tired of standing it on pallets, which wasn’t very 

safe, when it wasn’t being used 
on his Fendt 514 Vario. So one 
wet afternoon he went into his workshop 
and made this sturdy frame out of ex-
pylon angle iron. The angle iron measures 
6in x 3in, so it’s very solid, and the weight 
fits snugly into it. When necessary, the 
weight and its frame can be moved around 
the yard on pallet forks. Daniel bought the 
weight off the internet and modified it with 
an A-frame so that it’s quick and easy to 
attach and release. 

If you’ve come up with a useful 
modification of your own on a tractor or 

self-propelled vehicle, please share it with 
us. If we publish your modification as our ‘Mod 
of the Month’ we’ll send you £20! The e-mail 
address is: mods@classictractormagazine.co.uk
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Portable Power Ltd, based near Knaresborough, North Yorkshire, has 
introduced a new rapid charge jump starter. Its 1800RC unit develops 
1800 peak amps with a speciÞ cation that includes 520 cranking amps 
at 0 degrees C and 350 cold cranking amps at -18 degrees C. It comes 
complete with detachable positive and negative leads and there is a choice 
of lead length from 80cm to 2m. The unit comes with a 5A automatic three-
stage charger and has a 24-month parts and labour warranty.
The 1800RC is available 
direct from Portable Power 
Ltd and the standard pack 
with 80cm leads, which 
is aimed at professional 
users, costs £259 + VAT. 
UK delivery is included. 
For further details call 
Portable Power on 01423 
861616 or visit: www.
portablepowershop.com 

PORTABLE JUMP STARTER

WHAT IS LEAD RATIO?  Expressed as a percentage, the lead ratio is the 
increased lead the front wheels have over the rears, writes Alan Kellett. 
Most agricultural tractors have a front wheel lead of 1-5 per cent with the 
optimum being 2-2½ per cent.

WHY IS THE CORRECT RATIO IMPORTANT?  Anything less than 
1 per cent reduces the tractive pull and gives an increased turning circle. 
Anything more than 5 per cent gives a life-reducing over-loading ‘clunk’ 
on the four-wheel drive clutch on engagement, and produces surface 
‘chew’ on the land and premature tyre tread wear.

WHEN DOES THE RATIO REQUIRE CHECKING? Whenever tyres of 
a different make are � tted, or replacement drop-box gears or front wheel 
drive gears are installed. 

WHAT IS THE MOST ACCURATE WAY TO CHECK THE RATIO?

1. Kneel down under the tractor and where the four-wheel drive shaft 
� ange is bolted to the front axle input � ange, make a line with a felt tip 
marker on the two outer �  ange faces.

2. Disconnect the two � anges (usually four bolts) and suspend the front 
of the driveshaft on a length of baler twine tied to the engine. When 
disconnected the front axle � ange rotates 5% slower than the driveshaft, 
so when connected and taking drive it is then rotating 5% faster than 
before. That is then 5% lead. 

3. Three people are now required, one to drive the tractor and two 
kneeling either side of it, clear of the wheels, but with a good view of the 
now independently rotatable �  anges.

4. The tractor is now driven forward in the lowest gear with the engine 
on tick-over. One of the people who is kneeling down counts the driveshaft 
� ange rotations and the other counts the axle input �  ange rotations.

5. When the driveshaft � ange has rotated 21 times, the driveshaft 
counter orders the tractor driver to stop and the axle �  ange counter 
states the number of axle �  ange rotations.

6.  When the driveshaft and axle � anges both turn 21 times, the lead ratio is 
zero. If the axle � ange rotations are 20, then the lead is 5 per cent. If the axle 
� ange has rotated 20½ times the lead ratio is the optimum 2½ per cent.

TOOL FOR TOUGH NUTS
Following the launch by Sparex of a new induction heat tool, retired agricultural 
engineer David Brown has been putting it to the test. 

The Sparex Induction Heat Tool is designed for loosening stubborn and seized nuts 
and bolts. The kit comes well protected in a robust carrying case and consists of the 
induction heat tool, a range of coils to suit various applications and a user manual. 
The manual provides the all-important safety information for the user, together with 
a clear pictorial step-by-step guide on how to use, and not use, the device. The kit 
includes six coils that cover 20mm, 30mm and 40mm diameter nuts, plus two 650mm 
lengths that can be formed to suit the user’s requirements.

According to Sparex, the coils can reach high heat temperatures in a short time and the 
heat expands the corroded nut and breaks down corrosive bonds. To put it to the test, a 
suitably seized nut was selected. This particular stubborn nut had resisted being soaked 
in penetrating fluid and it had also been subject to as much pressure with a long bar as 
you would want to exert, without actually shearing the bolt. Would this tool do the job?

To use the induction tool, the correct-sized coil for the problematic nut was selected 
and secured in the tool with the two thumb screws. The coil of the induction tool was 
placed over the nut and, with the unit plugged into the mains, the ‘On’ button was 
pressed. Within two minutes the nut, as can be seen in the photograph, was glowing 
red. Once it had cooled down it came off easily. 

The beauty of this tool is that, unlike the use of a gas torch, it is safe to use in confined 
places and where a naked flame would be dangerous. It also does not damage 
surrounding painted surfaces. 

The Sparex Heat Induction Tool, part number S.163541, has an RRP of £450 plus VAT. 
To find your local stockist call Sparex on 01392 441338

VERDICT: For those who regularly encounter seized and corroded 
fixings. Sparex’s Induction Heat Tool will make an excellent 
addition to the workshop armoury. 

      PROS  

•  Easy to use and portable • Ideal for working 
in confined spaces where other methods 
can’t be used safely • Doesn’t damage or 
affect surrounding areas.

      CONS  

•  You’ll need plenty of work to justify the cost 
of the tool. 
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PRODUCT TEST

Sparex’s new Induction Heat Tool is supplied with a number of different 
coils to match nuts of different sizes. Inset below: After two minutes of 
heat from the tool, this seized nut was glowing red hot. Once cool, it was 
unfastened easily. 

Right way to check the ratio

4WD FRONT AXLE LEAD

NEW PRODUCT
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REPLACEMENT INTERIOR TRIM
A variety of brand trim kits in stock

Cab Parts Interiors can offer a very large range of trim products produced from original patterns, we also stock a variety of
brand trim kits.  A wide range of acoustic sound proofing materials, matting and interior trimsheets are available. All product s
are individually made in the UK to a very high standard and are competitively priced. Please call 01873 811631 for a Brochure.

You can find a complete list of all our products by browsing our online catalogue available on our website 
www.cabpartsinteriors.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Tel:  01873 811631 € E-mail:  sales@cabpartsinteriors.co.uk € Web:www.cabpartsinteriors.co.uk

Case IH Maxxum &
Maxxum Pro Moulded

Floor Mat

Case IH XL 6 cyl. 
Moulded Floor Mat

Case IH XL Fibre Glass
Roof  Lining 

(Also available in grey)

Ford WWQ Cab 
Complete Kit including

all Mats

Ford WWQ Cab 
Moulded Transmission

Mat

Ford WWQ Cab 
Roof Lining

John Deere SG2 
Base Kit 

including Door Pillars

John Deere SG2 
Roof Lining Kit

MF 500 Series 
Complete Kit

MF 500 Series 
Moulded Floor Mat

Tractor Cab Spare Parts

CAB

Glass (Case/IH, Claas/Renault, Deutz, Fendt, Fiat, J.D.,
Hurlimann, Lamborghini, Landini, M.F., N.H./Ford, Same,
Valtra/Valmet, Zetor etc. + Industrial & Telehandlers)

PVC Covers/Interior Trim Kits

Glazing Rubber/Door Locks/Handles/Gas Stays/
Wiper Motors etc

ALSO AVAILABLE: TIP TOP PATCHES & ACCESSORIES
For further information contact:

UPHILL SALES & SERVICES
Uphill, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4SA

Tel: 01380 840285  Email: keith@uphillsales.co.uk  www.uphillsales.co.uk

For an information pack call 01953 881330 or
visit our website www.optimabatteries.co.uk

4 LEAF BATTERIES LTD
Tel: 01953 881330  
Email: sales@optimabatteries.co.uk

€ Quality agri seats for the 
OEM and aftermarket

€ Leading suppliers include 
Grammer, 
KAB, United Seats, 
Sears and Isri

€ Retrims, parts and 
spares

From top to bottom: 
The new Rancher seat, 
plus the CS85/H90 and 
W700 - all from United Seats, 
Grammer•s Maximo 
Professional and 
KAB•s SCIOX Super

e: sales@tekseating.co.uk | www.tekseating.co.uk

t: 01892 515028

Putting driver comfort 
and safety first

,

Branches: Tunbridge Wells, Kent and Rearsby, Leics

the
t
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BEFORE THE REBUILD of this Bostrom 
Viking 301 seat commenced in earnest, all 
the seat’s metal frame components were sand 

blasted so their worn condition could be assessed. 
Fortunately, remedial welding and fabricating were 
not required, so a fresh coat of paint was at the top of 
the agenda, ahead of the re-assembly phase.     

This involved taking the freshly stripped parts 
and a suitable quantity of paint over to Martin 
Evans in Somerset. His preference is for enamel 
paint rather than modern water-based coatings, to 
provide a finish that remains as close as possible 
to the original factory look. After coats of acid-etch 
primer and high-build primer had been applied, the 
seat parts were finished off with the correct shade of 
Ford Heritage blue.

Sourcing spare parts for the Bostrom Viking seat 
is no longer as straightforward as it once was, due to 
many parts now being obsolete. This was where the 
internet became our best friend. 

Thomas Scott Seating of Coatbridge in North 
Lanarkshire proved helpful in locating and supplying 
many of the individual parts needed to rebuild the 
seat’s scissor-action suspension linkage, including 
the rubber bump stops, bushed rollers, brass 
bushings and shouldered bolts used in the suspension 
pivot points.

Capital Seating, based in Leicester, provided a
 replacement gas strut kit complete with protective 
gaiter and rubber bushings. 

This firm also sourced replacement armrest 
pads, although in the natural black finish. However, 

the firm had the skills required to apply a flexible 
coating to the high-density armrest pads, giving 
them a matching blue finish to complement the 
seat. Trim and paint technician Dave Hedges 
is more used to dashboard and upholstery 
repairs on luxury cars, and he took this job in 
his stride.

It has to be said that the final result couldn’t have 
turned out any better. From the seat material and 
cushions through to the finishing touches supplied by 
Machinery Decals, it has been a long time since this 
classic Bostrom seat looked so good. 

This is now a truly stunning example of Bostrom’s 
handsome Viking 301. In fact, it is probably better 
now than it was when first fitted to its Ford 8100 
host some 40 years ago. 

PRACTICAL

Seat given 
smart look

Ford 8100 Refurb 

FORD 
PROJECT

PART 5
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After the pan and back of the Bostrom Viking 301 seat from Andrew 
Walters’ 1980 Ford 8100 had been reupholstered professionally as part 
of its complete overhaul, it was time for attention to turn to sourcing 
replacement parts. In the latest part of his series on the refurb of the Ford, 
machinery journalist Geoff Ashcroft explains where the parts for the seat 
were found and how its rebuild was completed.

REPLACEMENT SEAT PARTS: 
Thomas Scott Seating, Coatbridge, 
North Lanarkshire. 
Tel: 01236 421835. 
Website: www.drivers-seats.com

REPLACEMENT SEAT PARTS: 
Capital Seating, Leicester. 
Tel: 0116 2169910. 
Website: www.capitalseating.co.uk

DECALS:  Machinery Decals, 
Adbaston, Staffordshire. 
Tel: 01785 280752. 
Website: www.machinerydecals.co.uk

ZINC PLATING:  TWB Finishing, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. 
Tel: 01242 268000. 
Website: www.twbÞ  nishing.co.uk 

 ��USEFUL CONTACTS

 BEFORE

 AFTER
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 ReÞ tting the seat tensioner   

4
The screw-type adjuster that pulls 
against the seat’s integral torsion 
bar was re� tted before the 

suspension components were linked 
together. It was important to sandwich the 
thrust-type roller bearing between the metal 
washers, as they make it easier to adjust the 
mechanism with weight on the seat.

 Frame parts are assembled  

7
There were four brass bushes that 
needed to be pushed into the 
middle link that connects the seat’s 

main frame with the base plate. Once the 
bushes were inserted, the two rollers were 
slotted into their guides and then the 
middle link could be connected to the metal 
seat frame using the shouldered bolts. 

 Four bump stops installed   

5
Four new rubber bump stops were 
installed in the seat’s base plate 
and upper frame. Placing them in 

warm water made them supple enough to 
pull through the retaining hole in order to 
locate them into their correct position. They 
stop the seat banging metal-on-metal as it 
returns to its full height.

 Parts needed are sourced

1
Thomas Scott Seating at Coatbridge, 
North Lanarkshire, located the parts 
needed to rebuild the Bostrom 

seat’s scissor-action suspension linkage. 
These included the rubber bump stops, 
bushed rollers, brass inserts and shouldered 
bolts. The new parts will completely remove 
free-play from the mechanism.

 Metal parts are zinc plated    

2
The seat’s corroded and faded 
metal components were subjected 
to a few rounds with the wire 

brushes to remove most traces of 
oxidisation, before being sent away for zinc-
plating. TWB Metal Finishing in Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire, was tasked with the job of 
providing a yellow zinc passivated finish.

 Seat base plate is refitted  

8
Still working with the seat frame in 
the upside-down position on the 
bench, the base plate was slotted 

onto the two exposed roller bushings, so 
that they rested against the rubber stops. 
The base plate was then lined-up with the 
end of the middle link, and the remaining 
shouldered bolts were inserted.  

 Replacement rollers fitted

6
New roller bushings were slotted 
onto the corresponding pins on the 
seat’s scissor frame. An excess of 

paint on the frame needed to be removed to 
allow each one to slide on. A dab of copper 
grease was used to help the bushing to 
rotate. There were two upper and two 
lower roller bushings to be installed.   

 Installing spacer washers 

9
The purpose of the shouldered bolts 
is to allow each bolt to bottom-out 
against its adjacent component. 

This prevents pinching of components, which 
could restrict the seat’s scissor action frame. 
Care was taken to insert the washers as 
a wearing and sliding face before the 
fasteners were tightened.

 Components painted blue    

3
Armed with a tin of enamel paint in 
the required shade of Ford Heritage 
blue, all the sand blasted 

components were handed over to Ford-
owning enthusiast Martin Evans for painting. 
An acid etch base coat followed by high-
build primer and two top coats created the 
depth of paint finish this project deserved.
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 Fitting runners to the seat  

13
The runners were refitted to the 
seat’s base plate. A series of holes 
in the plate give multiple fitting 

positions and the ability to offset the seat. 
The Ford 8100 uses the seat’s narrowest hole 
positions. Both mechanisms were connected 
using the linking rod, and the rubber cap 
was refitted to the handle.

 Springs for adjustment bar

16
The front edge of the base cushion 
is secured with the help of a spring-
loaded adjustment bar. The bar was 

loosely secured in its brackets, taking care 
to locate the spacers. The springs were 
attached to the bar and secured in place 
before tightening all � xings and attaching 
the bar’s �  nishing caps.

 Installation of side plates  

14
Before the seat base could be 
� tted to the seat frame, it needed 
to be equipped with its side plates. 

These offer a three-step level of height 
adjustment for the back edge of the seat’s 
cushion. New stainless steel screws and 
washers were used to enhance the �  nish 
and prevent any future rust occurring.

 New kit damper purchased 

10
The seat’s original, worn-out, 
aluminium-bodied gas damper, 
top, was being replaced by this 

KAB Seating replacement, bottom. The new 
kit was sourced from Capital Seating at 
Leicester, and contained all the parts that 
were required to � t the damper, including 
a new gaiter, rubber bushes and lock nuts.

 Damper Þ ts to back of seat    

11
The gaiter was � tted to the 
cylinder before attaching it to the 
seat. The damper � ts upside down, 

with its thicker body located behind the 
upper section of the seat frame. Each pair of 
rubber bushes are shaped to locate in the 
seat frame holes, before the washer and 
locknut are attached and tightened. 

 Backrest gets fastened on   

17
Before the backrest cushion could 
be �  tted onto the seat frame, it 
needed to be equipped with the 

handed spacer plates that hold the backrest 
off the frame. They were secured to it using 
stainless steel screws and washers, before 
it was then offered up to the seat frame 
ready to be fastened into place.

 Cushion is Þ tted to frame

15
When � tting the base cushion to 
the seat’s frame, work started with 
the rear of the side plates. These 

were secured to the frame with shouldered 
bolts, which prevent the side plates from 
being pinched tight and allowing them to 
move. This enables height adjustment of 
the seat cushion in three positions.

 Armrests get a primer coat  

18
Capital Seating’s paint and trim 
technician, Dave Hedges, prepared 
the armrests for new paint. After 

giving them a thorough clean and light 
scratch with a Scotchbrite pad, he is seen 
here using an airbrush to apply the first of 
a three-stage coating, which commenced 
with a thin, clear coat of primer.

 Painting the seat runners    

12
Both seat runners had been sand-
blasted, primed and painted in 
a satin black � nish. It was 

a painstaking process that required each 
assembly to be slid apart to be worked on, 
as if the seat was being repositioned. This 
provided the necessary access to the inner 
channels of the runners while painting. 
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 Components for the arms    

23
The armrest frame components had 
been stripped down and then 
primed and painted. The plastic end 

caps were then reinstalled on this tubular 
wrap-around bar, and all of the Þ  xings were 
checked for correct Þ t, so that they would 
allow the armrest bar to be raised and 
lowered to suit operator preference.

 Tape marks decal position   

26
The decal locations were carefully 
marked with masking tape. Soapy 
water was used to help the 

application process, before pushing out any 
excess water from beneath the adhesive 
coating by gently wiping over with a clean 
cloth. Finally, touch-up paint was applied to 
any visible areas that would benefit.

 Arm pads can be reversed  

24
After loosely fitting the side plates 
to the seat frame, the wrap-around 
bar could be added along with the 

two armrest pads at the same time. ItÕs 
worth pointing out that the pads offer 
a tapered profile, allowing the operator 
to reverse them if required to find the most 
comfortable working position. 

 Finished seat looks smart 

27
Fully overhauled, repainted and 
re-upholstered with new seat 
fabric, cushions and armrests, this 

refurbishment of the 40-year old Bostrom 
Viking 301 seat has probably make it even 
better than when it was when first fitted to 
the tractor. The next task will be to refurb 
the Q-cab to the same standard.

 Spraying on ß exible paint    

19
With the primer coat dry, Dave used 
a specially-formulated, ß  exible 
paint mixed to the appropriate Ford 

blue colour. Repeated coatings of the water 
based paint could then be quickly applied, 
thanks to its fast drying properties. Extra 
layers were applied to the high wear areas 
at the ends of the pads.

 Before and after compared   

21
With one armrest pad completed, 
there was an opportunity to 
compare and contrast. Dave Hedges 

is more used to dashboard and upholstery 
repairs on luxury and high-performance 
sports cars, and he took this straightforward 
job in his stride, while applying the same 
care and attention. His work was flawless.

 Clear coat is for protection   

20
The Þ nal stage was to apply 
numerous, specially-formulated, 
ß exible clear coats onto the paint. 

This lacquering provides a hard-wearing 
but ß exible coating that will protect the 
paint. It takes nine days to fully cure, 
leaving a durable Þ nish on the foam pads 
while maintaining operator comfort. 

 Armrest pads ready to fit  

22
The two finished armrest pads 
looked resplendent in their new 
Ford blue livery. With both now 

completed, it was time to return to the 
workshop and for attention to turn towards 
installing the armrests on the wrap-around 
bar that sits around the back of the Bostrom 
Viking 301 seat and carries these items.   

 Decals made by a specialist 

25
Dave Sanders of Staffordshire-
based Machinery Decals matched 
the seatÕs original decals perfectly, 

creating this superb printed set of new 
ones. The seat diagram decals go on each 
side of the lower cushionÕs edge, while the 
yellow instructional decal is sited by the 
seatÕs suspension adjustment lever.   



Please ring before visiting us at 1 High Street, Earl Shilton, Leicester LE9 7DH
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PRACTICAL Starter Motor Overhaul
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When his tractor developed an intermittent starting problem, technical 
correspondent Lance Butters removed its Lucas M45G starter motor 
and took it to electrical component specialist Ribblesdale Auto Electrics 
of Preston, Lancashire. Having previously described how the starter 
was tested and stripped, he now reveals the cause of the fault and 
documents the rebuild and re-assembly process. 

F ull rebuild 
undertaken

BASIC HOME TESTING of this Lucas 
M45G starter had failed to find the cause of 
an intermittent starting problem, so it was 

removed and taken to electrical components specialist 
Ribblesdale Auto Electrics of Preston, Lancs. Once 
there, technician Steve Lloyd tested the starter motor, 
but initially found no fault. However, because of the 
intermittent nature of the problem and the age of the 
starter motor, the decision was taken to strip it down 
and carry out a full rebuild.

In part one of this two-part series we covered 
the initial strip-down. With all the parts cleaned and 
grit blasted where appropriate, reassembly could 
begin. The armature couldn’t be grit blasted, so its 
exposed steel section had surface residue cleaned 
off with a rotary wire brush. Then it was mounted 
in a lathe and rotated to check for distortion before 
using 220-grit aluminium oxide tape to clean the 
surface up like new. 

The surface should not be polished, as the concave 
faces of new brushes need to bed-in to provide good 
contact. A polished surface prevents this and the 
contact surface of the commutator would soon become 

LUCAS  STARTERREBUILD
PART 2

damaged through sparking. A 180-grit aluminium 
oxide tape was used to make the armature shiny.

Testing the armature revealed that it was good, 
so it was sprayed with a clear lacquer. While it was 
drying, the � eld coils were replaced in the casing before 
building up the end plate or brush box. The sintered 
bronze bush was pressed out and replaced with a new 
one, then the four brushes were replaced. The earthing 
brush holders are riveted to the end plate and corrosion 
between the surface can prevent current � owing, 
so a resistance check was made with a multimeter. 
The � eld winding brush holders are insulated from 
each other and the end plate, which was also checked. 
New pressure springs were attached and secured to 
the brush holders. 

The end plate was � tted to the casing, making sure 
the locating peg and slot lined up, and each brush was 
pulled through the respective slot on the casing to be 
on the outside.

Next, the drive pinion and clutch pack were 
rebuilt using new clutch discs covered with a grey 
molybdenum disulphide grease to control friction. 
Then the armature was inserted into the casing and 
the end cap was held in place by a couple of temporary 
thumb screw nuts to allow the brake mechanism to 
be � tted and secured with a spring clip. The armature 
was turned at each stage during re-assembly to check 
it rotated freely. 

The assembled pinion gear and clutch assembly 
were slid onto the armature drive shaft and the pinion 
control fork � tted into the selector groove on the 
back of the clutch mechanism. The temporary thumb 
screw nuts were removed to allow the alloy casting 
to be manoeuvred into position and over the control 
fork lever at the top. The two long bolts could now be 
screwed into the casting, pulling it back against the 
end plate and securing everything. 

It is important at this stage to make sure the 
armature still rotates freely; a third bush in the end 
of the pinion casting must be checked to ensure it is 
aligned correctly, otherwise the shaft will bind. The 

Professional 
overhaul 

£130 approx. 
includes parts

NEW PARTS USED

Brush pack £3.00-£4.00

Replacement 
bushes

£3.00

Clutch pack £25.00

Solenoid £18.00

Unit Lucas M45G

Voltage 12V

Power 2.1kW

Rotation Clockwise

Drive gear 11 teeth, clockwise rotation

Fixing Three mounting holes

Connections Solenoid terminals: B+ main lead, 
M8. Activation when +12v applied 
to Lucas spade terminal, M6. 
Negative terminal on motor body 
end cap, M8 

Body diameter 4.5in   

Specification

Starter motor
rebuild costs
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 Soldering brushes in place 

8
New brushes were soldered in 
place. The two field winding ones 
are insulated from the end plate 

and a check was made to ensure insulation 
was undamaged and current could not pass 
between the brush carrier and end plate. 
The two earth brush carriers are attached 
directly to the end plate and not insulated.

 New bush gets pressed in 

7
The commutator end of the 
armature is supported by the end 
plate and brush carrier/box, which 

houses the starter motor’s two pairs of 
brushes. The sintered bronze bush that is 
pressed into the end plate was removed and 
then replaced using a drift, taking care to 
avoid damage to the aluminium end cover. 

 Field coils get protection  

5
The field coils had been cleaned and 
any defective insulation covering 
made good before they were 

sprayed with paint for protection. The only 
problems with field windings are if they get 
damaged or if the brush connections fail. 
Once fitted, they don’t move, but can be 
damaged if the starter motor overheats.

 Painting prevents rusting 

4
Next, the field coils were prepared 
for re-fitting. Firstly, the soft iron 
cores and retaining blocks that had 

been grit blasted needed to be treated to 
prevent rusting. A quick-drying self-priming 
red paint was sprayed onto the four blocks 
in a purpose-built spray booth complete 
with an extractor fan.

 Making sure bolts are tight 

6
The � eld windings were �  tted 
back into the motor casing, 
where they are held in the correct 

position by the soft iron blocks. These are 
bolted tightly to the casing by Philips-
headed bolts which are dif� cult to tighten 
to a speci� c torque. An impact driver 
ensures each bolt is well and truly tight.

 Fitting end plate to casing

9
With the new brushes now correctly 
attached, new brush springs were 
� tted to the brush carrier before 

� tting the end plate to the motor casing. 
A recess in the casing and a peg on the end 
plate ensure correct positioning. The new 
brushes were fed through the casing slots 
and hung outside the casing.

 Growler checks continuity  

3
Continuity and insulation of the 
copper windings were checked 
using a ‘growler’ that creates 

a low growling sound. Slowly rotating the 
armature while resting a hacksaw blade on 
the surface causes changes in sound pitch 
and blade vibration. Increased sound and 
excessive vibration indicate a fault.  

 Commutator cleaned next

2
The armature was given a spin in 
a lathe to check for any ovality. 
Then the commutator was cleaned 

with 220-grit aluminium oxide abrasive strip. 
Had the commutator been worn or oval, it 
would have been turned, then polished with 
the abrasive strip. The armature was then 
polished with a 180-grit strip. 

 Cleaning-up the armature

1
The armature, like all the other 
parts, needed to be cleaned off 
after degreasing. The steel outer 

casing was de-rusted on a wire wheel, which 
quickly removed any remaining surface 
contamination. Care needed to be taken here 
to ensure the wire wheel did not come into 
contact with the copper windings.
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 Clutch operation is tested  

13
To check that the clutch pack and 
over-run device were operating 
correctly, a pipe wrench and vice 

were used to ensure that the breakaway 
torque shock load would not damage the 
starter motor. The pinion gear should rotate 
freely in reverse to demonstrate that the 
over-run clutch operates correctly.

 Temporary thumb screws 

16
After Þ tting the armature in the 
casing, a couple of thumb screw 
nuts were then used to hold it 

temporarily while the armature brake was 
re-Þ tted. This is held in place by a spring clip 
that had been difÞ cult to remove and was 
just as difÞ cult to replace! The long bolts for 
the casing would be Þ tted later.

 Pressing in a new bearing  

14
The pinion gear end of the armature 
is supported on a phosphor-bronze 
bush bearing. A new bearing was 

pressed in the end plate with the vice. The 
bush is a correct Þ t on the shaft and doesnÕt 
require reaming. The bushes at each end of 
the armature were lubricated with high 
melting point lithium grease.

 Circlip holds parts in place 

11
The starter motorÕs clutch pack and 
pressure spring are held in the 
pinion drive casing with an internal 

circlip. It is always good practice to Þ  t 
a new circlip here when refurbishing the 
starter motor with new clutch discs, and 
suppliers usually include one in the pack 
along with the other new parts. 

 Clutch pack goes on shaft  

10
A new clutch pack was fitted to the 
starter drive shaft. The discs were 
coated with grey molybdenum 

disulphide grease to prevent them sticking 
together and failing to slip. The clutch 
absorbs shock loads when the pinion gear 
engages the flywheel ring gear and operates 
like an oil-immersed clutch pack.

 Bush pressed into casing 

17
The aluminium alloy pinion gear/
solenoid casting holds the starter 
motor on the engine block and is 

subject to stresses. A thorough inspection 
revealed it was free from defects and 
perfectly serviceable. A sintered bronze 
support bush in the end was removed and 
a new bush pressed in using the vice jaws.  

 Armature has lacquer coat

15
Prior to putting the cleaned 
armature into the starter motor 
casing, it was sprayed with 

a protective coating to prevent the ingress 
of moisture and also to insulate each wire. 
Early copper windings would originally have 
been coated with shellac, but this has now 
been replaced with a synthetic lacquer.

 Assembly on output shaft    

18
With the end-plate and over-run 
clutch refitted and the thumb 
screws removed, the next stage 

was to refit the drive pinion assembly. This 
just slides onto the splined armature output 
shaft. At this stage the pinion control fork 
selector can be slipped into the locating 
groove at the rear of the clutch pack. 

 Pinion and spring installed   

12
Next, the drive pinion and spring 
were fitted to the clutch drive 
mechanism. The pinion gear has 

a sintered bronze bush to provide a bearing 
surface on the drive shaft. A small dowel 
peg holds the gear in place. This peg was 
difficult to remove and replace, although 
it is rare for this part to fail. 
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 Parts are located by a peg    

19
With the casing fitted, the 
operating fork needed to be guided 
into position on the top of the 

casting. The unit is secured by two long 
bolts that are threaded into the alloy casing 
and clamp the unit together. The casting 
and end plate are located by a peg and 
recess and will only locate in one position.

 Check the parts turn freely  

21
The eccentric pivot for the pinion 
actuating fork was screwed in and 
the lock nut left slack to allow the 

pinion throw to be set after the solenoid 
had been fitted. At this point it was 
important to make sure the armature and 
pinion gear, supported by three bearings, 
rotated freely and with no resistance.

 Cork strip under the cover  

20
After feeding the brushes back into 
the casing, they were fitted into 
their holders and the pressure 

springs clipped in place. A new casing gasket 
had been cut from a sheet of cork and placed 
under the cover strip that stops the ingress 
of water and other contaminants, and also 
prevents brush sparks escaping.

 Solenoid switch removed 

22
The solenoid is an electro magnet, 
plus a heavy-duty switch. The 
switch is the weak point, as when 

it’s closed the full current to the starter 
motor passes through it. It is available as 
a service part. The old switch needs to be 
unbolted and de-soldered from the 
solenoid body and a new part soldered in.

 Fault in solenoid windings 

25
A new switch unit was �  tted. With 
the solenoid body earthed, a 12V 
current was applied. This creates 

an electro magnet and the switch can be 
clearly heard to operate. After a number of 
tests, it was apparent it didn’t work every 
time due to there being an intermittent 
fault in the solenoid windings. 

 Terminals are partly burnt  

23
Two internal copper contacts are 
visible inside the switch cover. 
These connect directly to the two 

external terminals and carry the full starting 
current. They had evidently seen better 
days, as the surfaces of both contacts were 
partially burnt away. A reason for the 
apparent ‘laziness’ of the starter.

 Adjusting the pinion throw 

26
The faulty solenoid was replaced 
with a new one. Before testing the 
motor, the pinion throw needed 

adjusting. A 12V supply activated the 
solenoid and pushed the pinion towards 
the end of the casing. The eccentric bolt 
was adjusted to provide a small clearance 
between the end of the pinion and casing.

 Switch has arcing damage 

24
The other part of the switch 
comprises a thick copper disc and 
spring. Activating the solenoid 

pushes the copper disc against the two 
contacts to complete the circuit to power 
the starter motor. The spring releases the 
copper disc as soon as the solenoid is turned 
off. Arcing damages the disc and contacts.

 Testing starter under load  

27
After ensuring the solenoid 
engaged the starter, the final test 
was to check it all worked under 

load. An adapter plate was fitted to the 
starter motor so it could be mounted on the 
test bed. A 12V supply was connected to the 
upper solenoid terminal and a switched 12V 
supply connected to the small terminal.



 Warranty on rebuilt starter

29
The starter motor was date stamped and coded for quality 
assurance purposes and warranty. The Þ nal process was 
applying a coat of matt black paint. This identiÞ es the unit 

as being completely refurbished, which means it can be sold as an 
exchange unit or returned to the owner with a 12-month guarantee.

 Starter has passed the test  

28
The test machine is a small dynamometer. As the starter 
motor rotates, a load is applied, and the higher the load, 
the greater the current required. The amount of current is 

indicated on a large ammeter and for this model of starter motor 
it should be 290amps. This one just exceeded the specification.
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control fork was secured by the eccentric bolt, with the locknut left slack at this stage.
A new switch unit needed to be Þ tted to the solenoid, and then the action of 

the solenoid was tested. Initially, all appeared to be normal over several cycles, but 
occasionally the plunger didnÕt move, indicating an intermittent fault. All the parts 
were clean with nothing sticking, so the fault must have been in the solenoid windings. 
The decision was taken to Þ t a new solenoid unit. 

The solenoid plunger hooks onto the top of the pinion operating fork and bolts 
onto the aluminium pinion casting. Once secured, the pinion throw was adjusted by 
activating the solenoid with a 12V supply and adjusting the eccentric bolt to get 3mm 
of clearance between the end of the pinion gear and the internal face of the casting, 
and then tightening the lock nut. If the gap is too great, the pinion will not be fully 
engaged; too small a gap can mean the pinion is in mesh too far, or the pinion connects 
with the end of the casting. 

After setting the pinion clearance, a 12V supply was connected to the top screw 
thread terminal on the solenoid. Then, when a 12V supply is also connected to the 
small push-on terminal, the pinion should shoot to the end of its throw and start to 
rotate. All proved to be operating correctly

But would the starter turn an engine over fast enough to start it? The starter motor 
was bolted to a special dynamometer for testing. When activated, it passed the test 
so could then be date stamped and coded for warrant before being painted black to 
indicate that it had been rebuilt. When Þ tted back on my tractor, the much improved 
cranking speed of the rebuilt starter motor was very evident. 
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BRITISH AGRICULTURE hasn’t had 
the best year in 2020, in fact, for many it 
has been a gloomy time, but fortunately 

this hasn’t applied to every aspect of the industry. 
In North Warwickshire, it has been business as usual 
in Swinnerton Machinery’s workshops at Warton, 
where business owners Tom Swinnerton and Richard 
Aldridge are experiencing one of the busiest winter 
periods they’ve had to date.  

Our quarterly diary visit to Swinnerton Machinery 
starts with a cautious reminder to the nation’s 
farmers and contractors regarding the DIY diagnosis 
and repair of tractor transmission systems, as Tom 
Swinnerton explains.

“Something which might appear to be a simple 
fault can often be the tip of a much larger iceberg 
when it comes to discovering the true extent of 
a problem,” he says. “We have seen transmissions that 
farmers have just spent thousands of pounds trying to 
diagnose and repair, and when those repairs have 
been unsuccessful, we have ended-up rebuilding or 
replacing them at additional cost. 

“If a tractor or telehandler develops a gearbox 
fault, it can often be far easier and cheaper to 
get it professionally diagnosed by your dealer or 
a local transmission specialist,” he adds. “From our 
experience, DIY transmission repairs are rarely 100 per 
cent successful, and they can end up being very costly.”

PRACTICAL

Swinnerton Machinery Ltd, a family-owned agricultural engineering firm 
based at Warton in North Warwickshire, is a specialist in the overhaul 
and repair of tractor transmissions of all kinds. In the latest of our 
quarterly updates on the company’s workshop projects, Simon Henley 
has been finding out what’s been happening since our previous visit 
several months ago. 

Above and inset: Swinnerton Machinery is currently having one of its busiest winter seasons 
to date. Business partners Tom Swinnerton and Richard Aldridge, inset, continue to invest in 
their facilities and have recently installed a new heating system in their workshop.

Sorting out a CVX

Richard Aldridge, inset, diagnosing a wiring 
loom/ECU code problem which was preventing 
the ECU from talking to the rebuilt CVT unit in 
this 2009 Case IH 160 CVX. 

AT THE TIME OF OUR VISIT, Tim Swinnerton’s 
business partner Richard Aldridge was busy repairing 
a Case IH 160CVX. The tractor in question, a 2009 
machine with high hours, was sent to Swinnerton 
Machinery for a transmission and transaxle overhaul 
following months of continual problems.
“The tractor had been performing poorly for some 
time, despite the best efforts of the owner,” reports 
Richard. “Following several discussions with him on 
the phone, it was decided the tractor should shipped 
to our workshops for us to repair it properly.” 
The damage to the tractor’s CVT unit required the full 
extent of Richard’s experience to diagnose its poor 
performance. Once completed, he then faced the 
challenge of identifying a wiring loom issue beneath 
the cab floor and wiping a plethora of fault codes 
from the tractor’s electronic control unit (ECU), so 
that it could start communicating properly with the 
transmission again. 
“Electrical faults caused by physical damage to the 
wiring loom, an ingress of muck and/or water, or 

contamination by dust and chaff, 
can all create problems,” 

states Richard. “Even an 
unrelated electrical sensor 
or component fault can 
affect the tractor’s ECU 
and /or the CANbus 
system, which in turn will 
affect the transmission’s 

operational performance.” 

Workshop is
busy as ever

Swinnerton Machinery 
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Advice on CVT operation 

IT IS NO SECRET that the current 
JCB Fastrac 4000 Series tractors 
are equipped with an out-
sourced engine and transmission. 
The power in these machines 

comes from an AGCO Power 
66AWF, 6.6-litre six-cylinder engine 

and it is sent out to the final drives via 
a Fendt-derived Vario ML180 (CVT) two-

range transmission. 
A JCB Fastrac 4220 that recently arrived at 

Swinnerton Machinery presented quite an unusual case. 
This particular 6000-hour tractor appeared to be operating perfectly, but it was 
showing symptoms of CVT failure that were indicated by some tell-tale signs which 
only an experienced operator or technician might recognise.
“The man who looks after this tractor is a former Fendt operator,” explains 
Tom Swinnerton. “Having spent many years working with tractors using Vario 
gearboxes, he knows the warning signs that point towards both potential 
transmission problems and extensive repair bills. 
“One of the tell-tale signs is finding debris in the suction filter in the base of the 
transmission,” he adds. “This debris usually consists of fragments of Teflon Polymer 
(plastic) or steel filings, or both, which typically indicates 
bearing and/or seal failure. 
“When this tractor arrived, the operator had discovered 

a large amount of debris in the suction filter. When we examined the gearbox, we 
found internal bearing and seal damage, so the customer took the decision to have 
it overhauled,” he continues. 
“The Fendt Vario transmission has been around for 25 years now,” states Tom. 
“These gearboxes are very reliable and extremely durable, but like any transmission 
their service life can be affected by the way in which they are operated. 
“The flexibility of the Vario design frequently allows the transmission to be 
operated in High range when it should, ideally, be used in Low. For example, 
if you’re loading a trailer with maize alongside a forage harvester in wet and 
muddy field conditions, the Vario should always be in Low range. 
“Because the Vario transmission will continue to operate in High range, from 
the driver’s seat the tractor’s performance may not seem to be affected,” he 
explains. “However, internally this type of load applies tremendous strain on the 
transmission pump and the gearbox components, creating very high operating 
temperatures, even to the point of overheating, which over time will shorten the 
life of the transmission. 
“Maximising the service life of any CVT requires regular maintenance, but observing 
the correct operational procedures to prevent overloading or overheating are also 
critical,” says Tom. “Taking advantage of operator training in the use of this type of 
transmission could save some farmers and contractors thousands of pounds.” 

The Fendt Vario ML180 transmission used in the JCB Fastrac 4000 
Series is very durable and reliable, but its service life can be 

shortened if it is continually used in High range for high-
torque and heavy load applications. 

The JCB Fastrac 4220 uses an ML180 Vario CVT, inset, supplied by 
AGCO. This versatile Vario CVT is generally reliable and durable, but 

unsympathetic operation can and will shorten its life. 
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whether it•s a complete
rewire or modification
or repair to your wiring,
you•ll find the parts in
our comprehensive
mail-order catalogue.

Vehicle
Wiring
Products

Catalogue
FREE
We supply a comprehensive range of wiring products for repair,

modification or complete rewire to your tractor.
Visit our website, phone or email for a FREEcatalogue.

Tel: 0115 930 5454  Email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

Vehicle Wiring Products (CT), 9 Buxton Court, 
Manners Industrial Estate, Ilkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8EF

www.vehicleproducts.co.uk

VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
TRACTOR BREAKERS

CURRENTLY BREAKING
Fordson F&N, E27N, Majors, Dextas JDB.R, A.R.D., 

IH 1020, W6 & W9, W30, B250, B275, 414, 434, Farmall M, 
H, Acub, Zetor, DB Cropmaster 900, 950, 990, 

Selectamatic, 990, 995, 885, Oliver 60, 70, 80, 90, 
Case LA, DC4, DEX, Ferguson TVO Diesel and P3, 

Allis Chalmers U&B, 5C, Nu�   eld and Leyland, 
MF130, 35, 4 cyl and TVO, Turner Yeoman, MMUTS

Please call Jason Smith on 07855 399487
(7 days a week … 8 am til 6pm)

Carew Cottage, High Street, Sparkford, Nr Yeovil, Somerset, BA22 7JH

www.antiquetractorparts.co.uk
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Manitou powershift FOR SOME TIME NOW, the team at 
Swinnerton Machinery has been rebuilding 
the four- and six-speed powershift gearboxes 
used by Manitou in its telehandler ranges. 
As part of their commitment to the Manitou 
fraternity, Tom and Richard now stock six-
speed service exchange units for the MLT and 
MLU ranges, which come with the Swinnerton 
Machinery seal of approval. 
This seems like a good time to introduce 
Daniel Smith, a new member to the 
Swinnerton team, who has brought with him 
a wide range of experience in rebuilding 
both commercial and military engine and 
transmission systems. At the time of our 
latest visit, Dan had recently completed the 
disassembly of a Hungarian-built Spicer 
four-speed powershift unit extracted from 
a forlorn Manitou pivot-steer machine. The 
powershift unit had been removed from the 
telehandler and sent to Swinnerton Machinery 
for overhauling.
The machine in question had suffered torque 
convertor failure, which was diagnosed on-
farm by a local agricultural engineering firm. 
Unfortunately, debris from the failing torque 
converter had gradually passed through the 
gearbox, causing damage to shafts and 
seals, and ultimately causing transmission 
pump failure.
Left: Swinnerton Machinery’s latest 
recruit, Dan Smith, has been busy 
disassembling a Hungarian-built 
Spicer gearbox. It was extracted 
from a Manitou pivot-steer that had 
capitulated following the failure of 
its torque convertor.

CHRIS WILSON, who has worked as an agricultural 
engineer for almost 51 years, is referred to as the 
‘The Oracle’ by the team at Swinnerton Machinery. 
These days Chris spends much of his time working 
on modern tractors, but now and again he gets to 
turn the clock back and go old-school.
Recently, Chris has been involved with the overhaul 
of a 1989 Ford 8630 equipped with a Funk full-
powershift gearbox. This well-preserved tractor was 
sent to the workshops of Swinnerton for a complete 
mechanical overhaul of the running gear, including 
the transmission, rear axle, hydraulics, PTO, brakes 
and the front axle. 
The 143hp Ford 8630 was the smallest of the three 
models of Ford Series 30 offered in the UK between 
1989 and 1993. Although virtually identical to their 
TW predecessors, the new Series 30 tractors were 
available with an American-built Funk 18F/9R 
electronically-controlled powershift gearbox, 
enabling them to compete on more even terms 
with John Deere’s increasingly popular powershift 
models and the Case-IH Magnum 7100 Series. 
For Chris, this type of job is a busman’s holiday. 
Thirty years ago, stripping a Ford TW or Series 30 
down to its britches was commonplace, and the 
ease with which he navigates his was around the 
dismembered Ford 8630 is obviously a skill which 
has been acquired by years of experience. Chris is 
even happy to share some of his vast knowledge 
with some useful tips. 
Above right: Returning to his roots, former 
Ford dealer service engineer Chris Wilson has 
recently been involved with the complete 
overhaul of a 1989 Ford 8630, equipped with 
a Funk full-powershift gearbox. 

Back to old school

Reassembly tips TIME SERVED former Ford dealer service engineer 
Chris Wilson shares one of his top-tips for 
reassembling a Ford 8630. 
“When you are reassembling a Ford Series 30, before 
the transmission is mated up to the engine it is 
important to ensure the PTO pack is securely located,” 
he explains. “You need to double check this, because 
if the PTO pack is not correctly positioned and has 
fallen out of alignment, the PTO or hydraulics will not 
function properly and the PTO brake can be damaged. 
To rectify the problem and repair any damage, the 
tractor will need to be split again.” 
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Tackling a Trantor 

Non-running project

Left and inset below: Leyland four-
cylinder turbo engine and Eaton 
truck transmission have been 
extracted from a Trantor Series I, 
inset. They are currently awaiting 
a complete overhaul.   

IN OUR PREVIOUS INSTALMENT of 
the Swinnerton Machinery workshop 
chronicles, we briefly discussed a new 
project scheduled for refurbishment, this 
being none other than a classic-era 1981 
Trantor Series 1. Developed by Stuart 
Taylor and Graham Edwards in 1972, 
the Trantor pioneered the concept of the 
modern high-speed transport tractor, 
and would later influence the design 
direction of the JCB Fastrac. Although a 
rare sight on UK farms today, the Trantor 
remains a testimony to British agricultural 
engineering and design technology.
To date, the progress of this Trantor’s 
refurbishment has been limited to the 

removal of its Leyland four-cylinder 
turbo engine and its Eaton truck 

transmission. Since then, 
the components have been 

cleaned and de-greased, and 
they are now waiting 
to be dismantled as 
part of the rebuild 

process. We will have 
more details on this 
project in our next 
visit to Swinnerton 
Machinery.

ONE OF THE MOST RECENT arrivals in Swinnerton Machinery’s yard, a 1982 Ford 
FW-30, was purchased by Tom and Richard as a non-runner. As most readers will 
know, the Ford FW-30 (295hp) and FW-60 (335hp) were made by Steiger in North 
Dakota, USA. 

This particular Ford FW-30 is an original import and received the Coventry 
area registration of A937 HDU in August 1983. It has done 7698 hours 

and appears to have been re-powered at some point in its life with 
a turbocharged version of the V8 Cummins 903 engine 

(335hp) that was used in the more powerful Ford FW-60. 
The plan is to give the North American powerhouse 
a thorough clean-up and full inspection to see what’s 
required to bring it back to full working order. 
Tom and Richard bought this 1982 Ford FW-30 
as a non-runner. The 7698-hour tractor has been 
re-powered at some time with a turbo engine, 
inset, from a 1980 Ford FW-60.
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CONTACT US TO GET 
YOUR FREE COPY 
OF THE HYDROKIT 

CATALOGUE!

12+13 Yew Tree Courtyard
Earl Soham
Woodbridge
IP13 7SG
U.K.

Your hydraulic and electro-hydraulic 
partner for all mobile machinery

Manufacturerswe design
€ Design facility
€ A complete 

package: 
hydraulic kit + 
control box/joystick

€ Personalised

we supplydealers
€ Retro “tted kits fully 

referenced
€ Replacement pumps, 

motors
€ Workshop equipment 

we stockengineers
€ Test equipment:  

pressure, ”ow and 
electrical

€ Kits to modify, 
improve existing 
machines
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Feel free to contact us
Tel: 01728 684 800
Fax: 01728 684 808

E-mail: uksales@hydrokit.com
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NATIONWIDE AND
OVERSEAS DELIVERY

Serving the Nation
with over 40 years of
David Brown experience

DAVID BROWN
CASE SPARES

BARCLEY WILLIAMS LTD
For further enquiries or advice please contact
Stuart Edwards or Barcley Williams
Tel: 01386 833694    Fax: 01386 830469
Web: www.barcleywilliams.co.uk

With over 
10,000 sq ft 
dedicated to all
David Browns.

We also specialise in Hydrashift
gearbox repairs. All units are run 
and tested in our Hydrashift test bed.

We specialise in David Brown / Case
tractors and carry a comprehensive
range of spares and assemblies …
new, used or reconditioned.
Service exchange units available
including:

€ Hydrashift gearboxes
€ Hydraulic control valves
€ Engine oil pumps
€ Steering rams
€ Short engines etc

All major credit 
and debit cards

welcomed.

EXCHANGE CLUTCH ASSEMBLIES

We always offer a quick and reliable service
Next day delivery service for any ex-stock items

ACS Limited

FACTORY REBUILT EXCHANGE
CLUTCHES AVAILABLE
FOR MOST MODELS

A full range of 
stock items available

Unit 2, Hoyle Head Mills, New Street, Earlsheaton, Dewsbury, West Yorkshire WF12 8JJ

Agricultural & Commercial Supplies Ltd

Tel: 01924 453140 www.tractorclutches.co.uk
Email: trevorhanson@tractorclutches.co.uk Fax: 01924 695632

PROBLEM WITH YOUR DIESEL FUEL
INJECTION SYSTEM?
Why not give us a call!

Covering all new, classic & vintage vehicles.
Any system, including Bosch, CAV, Nippon Denso, Diesel Kiki,

Simms, Cummins, Stanadeyne, supplied, repaired or
reconditioned. Complete units or parts supplied.
Very competitive prices € 25 years• experience

SJ & CW WILKINSON LTD
Fuel Injection Specialists

Tel: 01772 784330  Fax: 01772 785970
Mobile: 07831 513432 or 07711 869691

www.sjwilkinson.co.uk  
Email: enquiries@sjcwwilkinson.co.uk
Blundellbrook Farm, Cumeragh Lane,
Whittingham, Preston, Lancs PR3 2JB
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PRACTICAL Frost Protection
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The first frosts have arrived, so it’s certainly the time 
of year to be thinking about what’s in the cooling 

systems of engines and whether it provides the cold 
weather protection that’s required. With this in mind, 

David Brown provides a timely reminder on how to 
check the strength of engine coolant. 

Vital check 
for coolant

W INTER IS UPON US and so are sub-
zero temperatures. If you haven’t already 
done so, now is the time to think about 

what’s in the cooling systems of your engines and 
whether it offers the frost protection you need.  

The recommended intervals for changing coolant 
can vary (for example, some of the blue neat ethylene 
glycol has a short two-year recommended change 
period). In reality, intervals get stretched a long way, 
especially in older tractors. It is always worthwhile 
testing the freezing and cooling capacity of your 
coolant at least once a year. This can be done using 
a simple hydrometer that costs from around £10 
upwards from motor factors and tool suppliers.   

Most hydrometers will check the level either when 
the coolant is hot or cold, but it’s always safer to do 
the check when cold. If the level of frost protection is 
not suf� cient (i.e., not at least -25 degrees C) simply 
add more neat antifreeze (picture 4) until the required 
level is reached. Different colours of antifreeze/coolant 
should not be mixed because they are not compatible. 
The different additives will react and form sludge.

Simply remove the radiator cap and suck the 
coolant into the antifreeze hydrometer. 

Now check the freeze point scale on the 
hydrometer tester; your coolant will provide freezing 
protection down to the temperature indicated on 
the scale. The reading on the hydrometer in picture 
1 shows the coolant in this David Brown system 
gives protection down to -29 degrees C, which is 
considered suf� cient. 

If you � nd that a manufacturer’s ready-mixed 
coolant is under strength, it is best to bite on the bullet 
and completely � ush, drain and re� ll the system. There 
is usually a tap or plug on the radiator (see picture 2) 
and one on the engine block (see picture 2) to drain 
the system.

You must always dispose of pre-used coolant 
responsibly at a recycling facility. It is poisonous 
and can harm animals and humans. Draining the 
system by releasing drain taps or hoses probably 
won’t remove all of the old coolant, and it certainly 
won’t remove all of the silt that may be present. 
So it is recommended that the system is flushed out 
well with water to remove any remaining coolant 
and silt.

The capacity of the cooling system in your 
tractor’s engine will be in the handbook or on the 

internet. You will need to decide on what level of 
frost protection you need. A 50/50 mix of water 
and antifreeze will give protection down to about 
-37 degrees C, but some owners consider a ratio 
of 30-40% antifreeze-to-water to be sufficient. 
The new antifreeze and water can be pre-mixed 
and then poured into the cooling system or some 
water can be poured in, followed by the required 
amount of antifreeze and then topped-up with 
water. The engine should then be run-up to working 
temperature to test for leaks and to remove any air, 
and then the level checked again and topped-up 
if necessary.

1 3 4

2

1  Use a hydrometer to check the freeze point 
of coolant in the cooling system; inset, the 
coolant in this system will provide protection 
down to -29 degrees C. 

2  and 3  Recommended coolant change 
intervals can vary. When draining a system, 
the Þ rst job is to locate the drain taps on the 
radiator (picture 2) and engine block (picture 3).  

4  If the freeze protection is shown to be too 
low, say below -20 degrees C, drain out some 
coolant, top-up with neat antifreeze, then 
re-test. 



admin@hamiltondrc.com. Technical: 0345 230 7077Send cheques made payable to Hamilton Direct, Woodview Road, Paignton, Devon TQ4 7SR 

Call 0333 456 4747
Order now by phone or online - Offer code

 ftcdirect.com - Use offer code at checkout to receive the discounted price

CLAMON The discounted prices are shown next to the red arrows below
FTC01K - up to 1.0 Litre      £27.75      
FTC02K - up to 2.0 Litre      £29.75     
FTC03K - up to 3.0 Litre      £31.75       

FTC04K - up to 4.0 Litre      £33.75       
FTC05K - up to 5.0 Litre      £35.75       
FTC06K - up to 6.0 Litre      £37.75      PLUS FREE 

P&P

SAVE
£10

For the last 80 years, 
carbon deposits & dirty 
engines have made 
billions for the motor 
manufacturers and  
kept the fuel additive 
companies in business.

Motoring•s biggest lie

In 1940s America, it was 
discovered the tin-alloy pellets, 
used in Hurricane “ghters on the 
Russian front, stopped carbon 
deposits forming in engines. For the 
motor manufacturers this wasn•t 
good news. No carbon deposits 
meant greatly reduced engine wear, 
putting a massive dent in the pro“ts 
from component failure, repairs, 
replacement parts & ultimately 
new car sales. For the fuel additive 
companies, with dispenser-cans 
on every petrol pump, the little 
pellets spelt complete disaster, 
because permanently clean engines 
wouldn•t need them.

This well-known phrase was one 
of several started to ensure the 
little pellets were ignored. It•s still 
happening. For years, a powerful 
industry ensured the public were 
misled about what fuel catalysts 
actually do. So today, millions 
of cars, vans & lorries produce 
increasing amounts of harmful 
CO, NOx & CO2 emissions, 
simply because carbon deposits 
gradually ruin ef“ciency & clog-up  
exhaust systems.

Engine deposits are the cause 
of the excess traf“c pollution 
which ruins air quality in towns 
& cities worldwide. Yet, when fuel 
catalysts are used, engines remain 
permanently clean & ef“cient 
which means that emissions, fuel 
economy and performance stay 
virtually the same as a brand-new 
engine.

It•s a straightforward fact, clean 
engines work better. Clean engines  

are economical, responsive and 
have the lowest emissions. They  
last longer too. Keeping engines 
permanently clean keeps them 
working ef“ciently just as removing 
carbon deposits from dirty engines, 
fuel injectors, valves & vital sensors 
helps restore lost performance. 
With clean engines, DPF and EGR 
valves don•t play up, AdBlue usage 
is very low and the MOT emissions 
test isn•t a problem.

The 20,000,000 plastic bottles 
of fuel additives sold every year 
in the UK - for a problem that 
needn•t exist - are the main reason 
motorists are misled about fuel 
catalysts. The repeat sales of 
injector & carb cleaner for cars, 
lorries, motorbikes and even 
lawnmowers are seriously lucrative. 
With fuel catalysts, engine deposits 
and excess traf“c pollution would 
permanently disappear, but so 
would the pro“ts from millions of 
bottles of chemicals.

Motoring•s biggest lie, helped 
the manufacturers and additive 
companies to keep on pro“ting 
from dirty engines. For 80-years, 
the truth that engines can be 
kept permanently clean, has been 
repeatedly suppressed, whilst 
public health, motorists and the 
environment have paid the price 
of this long-term dishonesty. It 
was precisely because fuel catalysts 
really were that good - that the 
manufacturers didn•t “t them.

FTC is a permanent one-time 
treatment. The FTC pellets are 
only added once because they•re 
solid & non-sacri“cial. They don•t  
breakdown, dissolve or wear away  
and won•t move around once in 
the fuel tank. A 1.2 litre engine  
will use the FTC02K. A 2.0 litre 
engine can use an FTC02K or go  
up to the FTC03K. Comes with  
full instructions. Order now 
for FAST FREE delivery in 2-3 
working days.

•If they were that good  
the manufacturers 
would fit themŽ

•FTC reduced the emissions by over 65% 
from 0.18 to 0.06.Ž  
Elliott Mills, Manchester

•It•s really quiet, very smooth and much, 
much quicker than it was before.Ž  
Christine W, Hertfordshire

•I•m left with no doubt whatsoever 
that FTC really does what it says.Ž  
Aaron Carr, Kent

•FTC has given absolutely brilliant 
results off-road and on-road too.Ž  
Trevor Reece, Shropshire

•FTC has drastically cut my car•s 
emissions from 1.88 to 0.70.Ž  
Alan Kidd, Essex

•No more black smoke, way better 
acceleration & restored fuel economy.Ž 
Tim Jones, Yorkshire

•It•s now quicker and more fun to 
drive, just like having a new car again.Ž 
Heather, Dorset

•Economy has improved from 42/3 to 
an impressive 50mpg on short trips.Ž  
Steve Foss, Guernsey

•It•s astonishing that something so simple 
and small can have such an effect.Ž  
John Meggison, Co. Durham

•FTC puts the sparkle back into 
performance & cuts exhaust emissions.Ž 
Dave Jones, Cheshire 

FTC improves throttle response and  
gets rid of excess smoke.Ž  
David Holbrook

•The emissions have now dropped 
from 2.46 to 0.10 I/m after adding FTC.Ž  
David Harris, Dorset 

One-time  
treatment
Easy &  
simple to “t
Petrol &  
diesel old  
& new

�� ��

Works in

Petr ol & Diesel  

engines both  

old & new 



 104 CLASSIC TRACTOR   February 2021

Jacobsens-
Contact: Symon Jacobsen
Tel: 01561 361340  Mob: 07973 542142
Email: symon@jacobsens-gfm.co.uk
www.jacobsens-gfm.co.uk

Available for
� Case � Claas

� John Deere � Kubota � Landini
� Massey Ferguson � McCormick  

� New Holland � Steyr � Valtra � Zetor
€ 2.7 - 5.0 ton lift capacity
€ fixed, floating or folded positions of lift

€ loader compatible
€ PTO can be retrofitted at any time

Steinbauer Tuning modules give you power and torque where you need it most, without the error code
hassle that is all too common with many chip tuning products available.
Using Steinbauer Tuning modules on our own tractors we have seen savings on average 
4 litres/hour. For a Free trial of a product that works please contact us.€ 800 or 1000kg main block   € 400 or 600kg slide in base

€ Available in 6-8-10 foot widths

UK IMPORTER FOR INO FLAIL MOWERS

10% OFF!
Quote CT Special

GRANGE FARM MACHINERY

ELECTRONIC REPAIRS
Tractor, Combine, Handler & Implement Electronics Repaired

DAVID KING ELECTRONICS
Tel: +44 (0) 1789 731365 www.dkelectronics.co.uk

Performance Monitors
Tractor Dash Panels
Linkage Controls
Area Meters
Joysticks
Forward Speed Radar
Transmission Controllers
PTO / 4WD/ Diff-Lock Controls

SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE PARTS

KUBOTA GENUINE PARTS

KEEP DOWNTIME TO A MINIMUM!

www.pallisers.co.uk 
Hereford: 01432 890300

DEUTZ COMBINE PARTS STOCKISTS
DEUTZ ENGINE PARTS
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Got a technical problem or query? CLASSIC TRACTOR and its panel 
of experts are here to help. Drop us a line by e-mail or letter and we’ll 
do our best to answer your technical questions through the magazine.

Ask the Experts

  

Write to:
   ASK THE EXPERTS, 

CLASSIC TRACTOR,
Sundial Magazines,
17 Wickham Road, 
Beckenham, Kent BR3 5JS.

 CONTACT US

 
e

 

E-Mail:
   asktheexperts@sundial 

magazines.co.uk

  CASE-IH 895L      

Q
The previous outing for my Case-IH 895L 
was hauling grain, but the next time 
I wanted to use it I was unable to 

engage the High range. The range lever, when 
pulled towards me, will not move forward into 
High. The Low and Reverse range selection, 
which involves moving the gear lever back and 
forth, is OK. I have used a pressure washer to 
get rid of the build-up of dust and straw, etc., 
around the gear linkage and the hydraulic filter 
area under the cab, to see if there is anything 
obstructing the movement of the linkage. All is 
clear and looks correct to me, so I’m hoping one 
of your experts will be able to tell me what to 
do next. 

 Graham Stead, Lancaster, Lancs.       

A
The range lever on your tractor is not moving 
towards you sufficiently to clear the gate to 
engage High. The problem is being caused by 

dust blocking the movement of the spring under the 
range lever tongue. 

The purpose of this little spring (number 11 on the 
accompanying diagram), which is hidden in the casting 
that the range lever is fitted to, is to lift the lever away from 
you and towards the Low reverse position. There is also 
one of these springs under the main 1-4 gear lever and 
this can also be a cause of the loss of these gears. 

To access the spring from above, lift the boot and through 
the hole in the cab deck remove the pivot pin or bolt to lift 
out the lever. In the pivot casting, locate the clevis pin head 
that sits in the spring and remove it (small pliers and/or 
a screwdriver will help). 

Remove the spring and clean out the drilling it sits 
in, before refitting both the spring and pin. It is good 
practice to also do the other lever before you 
re-assemble everything.

 FORD 8210 

Q
There is a vibrating noise coming 
from underneath my Ford 8210 
Generation III. It is OK when I’m 

driving it around the yard, but as soon as 
you get out on the road the noise and 
vibration becomes quite severe. I’ve 
checked the prop shaft UJs and they 
appear OK. I have even taken the prop 
shaft off, but now the problem appears 
worse! It must be linked to the prop shaft 
because when I tried the tractor with it 
removed, there was no vibration. 

 Dale Hamilton, Cookstown, Co. Tyrone.  

A
The prop shaft takes drive from the four-
wheel drive transfer box and directs the 
drive to the front axle. The first check, as 

you have mentioned, is to inspect the condition of 
the universal joints (UJs). 

Check for any wear or excessive movement in the 
UJs as this could be a sign of a failure. Also, check 
that the UJs are not too stiff, as a stiff assembly 
will not move quickly enough during operation, 
causing vibration. If one of the two UJs feels stiff, 
then grease and work it to free it off. If it continues 
to be stiff, then change the UJ.

Later Ford 8210s have a two-part prop shaft 
which connects together via a spline. The splines 
must be aligned correctly so that the UJs at both 
ends are in line. If the UJs are out of line then this 
can cause the prop shaft to vibrate. 

A centre bearing also supports the prop shaft; 
check this bearing and replace it if necessary. 
If the problem persists, take the complete shaft 
to a prop shaft balancing company – they can 
then re-balance it for you. �

 JOHN DEERE 2040S 

Q
I would like some advice about what 
to use in the cooling system of my 
recently-acquired 1985 JD 2040S. Now 

that we are well into the winter, I’m thinking 
about antifreeze. l believe my tractor 
currently has a water and antifreeze mix and 
not genuine John Deere coolant. Should 
I drain this out and replace it with the proper 
John Deere coolant, or with a machine of this 
age, has the damage already been done? 
I have no idea how long my tractor has had 
this water/antifreeze mix in its system. 

 Neil Parker, Chippenham, Wiltshire.     

A
Apart from anti-freezing properties, John 
Deere coolant contains additives which 
protect against liner cavitation, galvanic 

corrosion, etc., etc. It is therefore good general 
practice to use genuine John Deere coolant in 
John Deere engines. 

Regarding your own tractor, our advice would be to 
drain and flush the radiator and engine block before 
filling it with John Deere Coolgard 2.

Liner cavitation may have occurred if the anti-
freeze/water was not the correct mix ratio or wasn’t 
changed at the recommended change interval. This 
phenomena usually manifests itself as escaping 
combustion gases bubbling up in the radiator 
header tank, causing system over-pressure.

Therefore, drain and refill the cooling system 
with John Deere coolant and, taking the 
usual precautions, periodically check for the 
aforementioned over-pressure.  

11
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 DAVID BROWN 1412   

Q
I have just acquired a very early 
David Brown 1412 and I’m currently 
giving it a comprehensive service. 

The operator’s manual informs me that the 
taper bearings which mount the transverse 
steering ram must be lubricated with oil. 
I am finding this to be a difficult, messy task 
and would appreciate any advice you could 
give me on making this task easier to 
perform. Thanks in advance.

 Chris Taylor, Malton, North Yorkshire.        

A
The advice on oil lubrication that was given 
in the manual at the time was based on the 
quality, or lack of it, of various makes of 

grease available in some countries. Nowadays, 
grease quality worldwide has greatly advanced to 
the extent that you may safely grease your steering 
ram bearings, rather than having to lubricate them 
with messy oil. Hope this helps.    

 MASSEY FERGUSON 6180 

Q
Can you help me with a P-registered 
Massey Ferguson 6180 that has lost 
its drive and all its hydraulic 

functions? The transmission oil pressure 
warning light is also lit up on the dashboard. 
I need my tractor running again, so what’s 
the next course of action?

 Jim Atkin, Derby, Derbyshire.   

A
The first point to make is that on the 
Massey Ferguson 6100 Series all the 
functions rely on hydraulic pressure, 

unlike the earlier Massey Ferguson 3000 Series 
models which had a dry clutch. 

There are a couple of things to try out first. On the 
right-hand side, in front of the round hydraulic 
filter, there is an engine speed sensor. Unscrew 
this sensor, then with a torch look through the hole; 
you will see the gear that is attached to the hydraulic 
pump. Make sure that this gear is still attached to 
the hydraulic pump and hasn’t come off. 

Start the engine and look through the same hole. If 
the gear isn’t turning the problem is the splined hub 
in the engine flywheel, which will mean splitting the 
tractor and replacing the hub to cure the problem. 

 MASSEY FERGUSON 290     

Q
I need some help with my Massey 
Ferguson 290. Basically, its PTO won’t 
stop turning when its disengaged. 

When this problem first arose, the PTO 
would initially turn when the tractor was 
started, but would then stop when the 
tractor was warm or if it had an implement 
attached. Now it has got to the point where 
we have to stop the engine to attach the 

PTO shaft on our slurry pump. Then, when 
we turn the engine over again to start it, 
the PTO immediately starts turning the 
slurry pump at the same time, making it 
hard work for the starter motor. Can you 
advise me on the cause of the problem and 
the next move? 

 Frank Hanson, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.     

A
The problem you describe is a common 
problem with the PTO pack. Now that it has 
reached the stage where it won’t disengage 

at all, this means the plates in the pack have become 
warped and possibly welded together.

To access the PTO pack your MF 290 will need to 
be split between the rear axle and transmission. You 
will then need to remove the hydraulic top and the 
hydraulic pumps, which will enable you to remove the 
PTO pack. With the pack out, you can then replace its 
plates and seals. 

Q
In August 2019 I purchased a 1970 
John Deere 2120 from a local farm. 
It is the first John Deere I remember 

seeing as a boy, the first one I ever drove 
and used on a farm and is also now the first 
tractor I’ve bought for myself. 
I am in the process of refurbishing it and so far 
I’ve got all the electrics working again, as well 
as carrying out a small number of mechanical 
repairs to make my tractor usable. These 
repairs have been quite simple and it has been 
easy to get the parts I’ve needed, either from 
my local John Deere dealer or from larger 
aftermarket part suppliers like Agriline and 
Nick Young Tractor Parts.
My next step is to get the cab re-covered 
with a new canvas roof and roll-up 
windows, and also fit new rubbers around 
the doors and cab front, along with a new 
glass pane in the front.  The cab was made 
by Sta-Dri of Bristol and it is similar to the 
one that was also fitted to David Brown 
and International Harvester tractors of the 
late 1960s and early 70s. Most of these cabs 
had a metal roof and side widows, but a 
few, like mine, had canvas tops. Mine does 
still have some of the poppers and a few 
small pieces of canvas attached.
My question is, do you know anyone, 

preferably close to where I live in 
Oxfordshire, who can re-make the canvas 
roof and replace the rubbers? Do you have 
any photos of this Sta-Dri cab with canvas 
cladding, not metal, so that I can establish 
what colour it would have been? The last 
owner, who had it from nearly new, thinks 
it was black?   

 Dave Green, Holton, Oxfordshire.      

A
Good news, because one of the country’s 
foremost specialists in replacement canvas 
cladding for early weather and safety cabs, 

John Willoughby of J. W. Trim, is based only 30 miles 
from you at Lambourn in Berkshire. Over the years, 
John says he has produced over a dozen canvas 
cladding sets for the largely similar Sta-Dri cabs fitted 
to David Brown Selectamatics, so he doesn’t foresee 
any problems with the cab on your John Deere 2120. 
He advertises in CLASSIC TRACTOR and can be 
contacted on 07484 523023 or by e-mail at: 
j.j.willoughby@btinternet.com 
Turning to your window rubbers, Keith Brockie of 
Uphill Sales & Service, Devizes, Wiltshire, says he 
can help you with these and also possibly point you 
in the direction of someone who can supply you with 
a replacement pane of glass. You can contact 
Uphill Sales & Service on 01380 840285 or visit: 
www.uphillsales.co.uk

Safety cab in need of canvas 

JD 2120 



 DAVID BROWN 1690   

Q
Not long ago the six-cylinder engine in 
my David Brown 1690 Turbo started to 
run badly. I have traced the problem to 

one of the piston rings breaking and damaging 
both the piston and the cylinder. Does the 
engine have liners or can it be re-bored?

 Will Matthews, Downham Market, Norfolk. 

Q
I am having an issue with my 1998 
New Holland 8340. With the engine 
running, when I select any even 

numbered gear (2, 4, 6 or 8) in either High or 
Low, I receive Error E41 (C3 Open Circuit) and 
the tractor stops driving. I have had the 
transmission module repaired and the 
problem did disappear for a while, however, 
within a few hours, it started to surface 
again. I could be driving in any even 
numbered gear and for no reason, my tractor 
would throw error E41 and stop driving. 
A simple turn off and one of the engine 
seemed to reset the computer and I could 
proceed again, but this would then repeat 
itself. It could happen randomly, from 
a minute afterwards up to an hour, until 
eventually the E41 error became permanent. 
The wiring looms have been checked and no 
issues have been found. The engineer who 
checked the looms was getting continuity as 
expected, etc. I also checked the resistance 
of the coils and got a reading of about 10.6-
10.8ohms at approx. 20C. I checked the C3 
coil and the C4 coil at the same time and 
both readings were fairly close to each other. 
Is there anything else that I could possibly 
check as I am concerned this issue may return 
again? Could it be possible that the module 
itself may be the source of the problem and 
may need to be replaced. I’m at a loss to 
know what to do. Can you help? 

 Mike O’Farrell, Co. Sligo, Ireland.         

A
This sounds like a difficult fault to trace. Our 
advice is to firstly calibrate the transmission, 
as the calibration sequence will often 

highlight other issues. Error codes during calibration 
start with a ‘U’ before the number; trace each U code 
one by one as they appear. The issue you have may 
be heat related, so carry out the procedure with the 
tractor hot and cold.

If no problems come to light during the calibration 
procedure, then the next step will be to swap the C3 
and C4 solenoid valves. The valves are located on the 
right side of the transmission behind the battery box. 

There are four valves in total: C1 is closest to the 
engine and C4 is closest to the rear wheel. Remove 
the solenoids off the C3 and C4 valves, but don’t mix 
them up. Then remove and swap the valves. Care 
should be taken not to get the valves dirty. 

Next, refit the solenoids to the valves. The original 
C3 solenoid should be fitted to the original C3 valve, 
which has been fitted in the C4 port. Finally, connect 
the wiring as per normal. It is also worth calibrating 
the tractor again at this point, to check for issues. 

Drive the tractor and check for faults; if the error 
codes change to E38 (C4 short circuit) and E39 (C4 
open circuit) then the fault has changed with the 
valve and solenoid. 

Although, the solenoid may appear to be OK with a 
multi-meter test, the windings inside the solenoid can 
break internally and this may only become apparent 
when the solenoid gets hot. Replace the complete 
solenoid and valve and the issue should disappear.
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EXTENSIONS FOR FENDERS 
Following the launch of the Ford Super Q cab in late 1985, 
it soon became apparent that mud and water from the 
rear wheels was splashing up into the overhanging cab 
air � lters. 

To overcome this, in a service bulletin issued to its dealers 
in April 1988, Ford announced that it was making larger 
replacement fender extensions, made from black plastic, 
available as service parts with immediate effect. These 
fenders, it added, would be introduced on production 
tractors in the near future. 

The left-hand fender extension was part number 
E7NN-16018-AA and the right-hand extension was E7NN-
16019-AA. The key to the accompanying diagram is: 1, 
bolts (M8x14), washers and nuts x2; 2, additional 
bolts (M6x16), washers and nuts x2; 3, 
fender extension; 4, bolt (M8x14) and 
washer; 5, fender; 6, bolt and washer. 

 

Using service bulletins of the past, we 
pinpoint when product changes took place.   

 BULLETIN BOARD 
we

NEW

  WE REGRET THAT  we can’t respond to readers’ 
enquiries directly by letter, but we will attempt to 
answer as many questions as we can through the 
‘Ask the Experts’ section in the magazine. The advice 
of our experts is given in good faith. Photos 
(preferably good quality digital images of 500kb or 
more) are particularly helpful and can be e-mailed 
to: asktheexperts@sundialmagazines.co.uk

 ASK THE EXPERTS NEW HOLLAND 8340 

A
None of the engines used in the David 
Brown 90 Series have liners; the engine 
block itself is bored. You either have the 

choice of having the block re-bored and an oversize 
piston fitted, or you can have the block bored out 
and a dry liner fitted. Having an oversized piston 
fitted isn’t recommended because then you would 
have one odd size bore and piston. It is better to 
have the block bored out and a liner fitted, then you 
will have bores that are all the same size. The dry 
liner kits are available from David Brown/Case 
dealers or an alternative parts dealer such as 
Vapormatic.  
Either way the engine block will need to be removed 
and taken to a precision engineering company for 

machining. It is impossible to do it either way with the 
engine in situ because there will be a lot of swarth 
and grindings flying around and if you fail to clean 
them up really well, it could work out costly in the 
long run.  
To remove the engine the tractor must be split at the 
clutch housing and the clutch and flywheel removed. 
You will have already drained the coolant to remove 
one or both cylinder heads. The hydraulic pump drive 
shaft and radiator fan should be removed along with 
anything else connected to the engine.  
Finally, remove the engine-to-chassis bolts including 
the four that come up from underneath, two at the 
front and two at the back. The engine can now be 
lifted off the chassis and completely dismantled 
before it is sent to the machine shop. Whilst it is 
away being machined it may be a good idea to have 
the fuel injectors serviced and the valves checked to 
make sure they are all in good condition. 
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Running Report Ford 4630

A LTHOUGH IT ONLY CLOCKS-UP  
around 50 hours a year, my Ford 4630 
continues to be invaluable. It comes into its 

own during hay making, when its 540 ECO PTO and 
relatively swift road speed, courtesy of Dual Power, 
make it ideal for nipping from field to field when the 
hay needs turning.     

As to be expected with a tractor of this age, there 
have been a few minor mechanical issues along the 
way. During this year’s hay making season, one of 
the rear assister ram hydraulic pipes sprung a leak, 
spraying oil everywhere. Luckily this happened in the 
yard so it was a simple fix, one that saw me removing 
the oil pipe and taking it to a local spare parts 
company so they could make me a new one.

On one occasion, when I went to start the tractor, 
I found it was completely dead. The dashboard lights 
came on, but the engine wouldn’t turn over. The 
battery was only 18 months old, so it was ruled out. 
The next possibility was the starter, so it was taken 
off and refurbished. However, it was found to be in 
working order and not the cause of the problem. This 
eventually led us to the negative terminal lead. The 
clamp was clean, but the join between it and the lead 
was full of corrosion – enough to stop it starting. 
Everything was taken apart, cleaned up, put back 
together and then away it went first time.

Since my previous report on the 4630 three years 
ago, I have made a few changes. The main one involved 
fitting some wider and taller wheels. Previously we used 
13.6/38 rears and 12.4/24 fronts, but now the 4630 
sits on 16.9/34 rears and 13.6/24 fronts. I managed 
to source the front wheels several years ago at a local 
dispersal sale. The search continued for bigger rear 
wheels and eventually some came up for sale online. 

Once I had the ‘new’ wheels home, it took the 
best part of a day adjusting the front and rear centres 
to my preferred track setting. The 4630 sits taller, goes 
a little faster and has more traction. On the downside, 
the steering lock isn’t as good. Thanks to another of my 
purchases, some extra-wide dual wheels, the 4630 now 

has a lovely, light footprint when used for top work. 
Another update has involved the fitment of a second-

hand front linkage on the front tombstone. The linkage 
had no lift rams, but I overcame this by fitting some 
ex-combine rams, along with a couple of brackets and 
new pipes. At first it would barely lift, but after a slight 
modification to the location of the rams, it worked well. 

The upgrades continued with the fitment of some 
wider front mudguards to stop mud being thrown onto 
the cab, plus a second-hand genuine seat. 

To get more work out of the 4630, last autumn 
I bought a tidy 4m Nordsten springtine drill from 
a member of CLASSIC TRACTOR’S Suffolk Bunch 
group. Having the Nordsten meant we could run 
two drilling outfits together to make the most of the 
limited opportunities between the showers. The 4630 
handled the drill with aplomb. 

My best find of the past 18 months has been 
a Ransomes TSR300HDC 3+1 plough. After removing 
the fourth furrow, I was itching to see how well it would 
lift, pull and turn over on the 4630. I dropped it in the 
ground and away I went. While not fully adjusted, 
the 4630 pulled it well without struggling, although 
I suspect in wet, harder going it will be a different story.

The 4630 is still earning its keep and plays an 
important role in nearly every field operation on our 
farm. Long may that continue. 

UPGRADE JOBS
�� ��FACTSHEET

 TRA CTOR: 1992 F ord 4630
 HOURS:  3480

 OWNER:  Charlie Clar ke
 LOCATION:  Banham, N or folk
 OCCUPATION:  Far mer and engineer
 PURCHASED:  May 2014

Since its previous appearance in CLASSIC TRACTOR three years ago, this 
Ford 4630, owned by a Norfolk farmer, has been upgraded and improved 
in several areas. Words and pictures by Charlie Clarke. 

The 4630 is still 
earning its keep and 

plays an important role in 
nearly every Þ eld operation 
on our farm. Long 
may that continue. 

Right: Equipping the Ford 
4630 with wider wheels 
and duals has given it a 

light footprint, making it 
ideal for top work. 

Below right: The Ford 
4630’s eagerly anticipated 
� rst outing with a newly-

acquired Ransomes 
TSR300HDC plough went 

very well. 



Richard Pocock, Manor Farm, Berwick St John,
Shaftsbury, Dorset SP7 0EX

Tel: 01747 828272 € E-Mail: rjbpocock@btinternet.com

SPARES PARTS

CASE INTERNATIONAL
NUFFIELD JOHN DEERE
FORDSON DAVID BROWN 

MASSEY FERGUSON

POCOCKTRACTOR 
SUPPLIES LTD

Thousands of used 
and new parts available 

for British & American built tractors.

Many rare and hard to find items.

Visit our website: 
www.pocock-tractorsupplies.co.uk
Please see our website for used tractors for sale.

SPARE PARTS FOR ALL
MODELS FROM 1946 - 2016

BARLOW•S (AGRI) LTD
MACCLESFIELD SK11 9HN

01625 422489
parts@barlowsag.co.uk www.barlowsag.co.uk

ZETOR

Tel: 01673 828883 Fax: 01673 828892
www.nytractorparts.co.uk  email info@nytractorparts.co.uk

Unit 2, The Forge, Moor Road, North Owersby, Market Rasen, Lincolnshire LN8 3PR

STOCKISTS
FOR:

SG2 cab
field office
£225 + VAT

Suppliers of new and used
parts for John Deere tractors

We supply to UK & overseas

CHECK OUT OUR WEB SHOP
New products added weekly

Always breaking JD tractors for used parts … most models

TRACTOR, PLANT EQUIPMENT AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY SALES

Phone: John Knight 01509 503296 
Mobile: 07850 936030

Email: johncknight@btinternet.com

Belair Brick Teagle 7100 Vicon Rota Flow

www. jcknight .co.uk

MF 6480 Dyna 4, 
plus front links

MF 6480 Dyna 4

MF 5460

MF 5445 Dyna 4
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Mobile: 07979 860635  Office: 01248 670643  
Caernarfon, North Wales  Delivery available

NEW CARTER CT08  MICRO DIGGER
single cylinder diesel engine, 3 buckets,

excellent value

NEW CARTER CT16-9B  MINI DIGGER
zero tail swing, hydraulic QH, expanding

tracks,3 buckets, excellent machine

NEW CARTER CT18 9B, MINI DIGGER
hydraulic QH, expanding tracks, 2 speed

tracking, 3 buckets, fantastic value

NEW CARTER CT45-8B MIDI EXCAVATOR
zero tail swing, hydraulic QH, expanding tracks,

3 buckets, excellent machine

NEW CARTER CT60
6.2 ton, rubber tracks, hydraulic QH, 

air con, 3 buckets, 2yrs warranty

NEW CARTER CT80
8.2 ton, steel tracks, rubber blocks, 

air con, 2yrs warranty, fantastic value

Bethel Plant Sales
www.bethelplantsales.co.uk

ALL PRICES + VAT

Kuhn GMP 3110 mower, 
lift control, quick fit blades, 

tidy. £4,750 

Bailey 8 tonne grain trailer, 
2008, hydraulic tail gate, sprung 

axles, c/w grain chute. £4,500

PF plant trailer, 
2015, 22ft, hydraulic ramps, sprung draw 

bar, air/hydraulic brakes, £8,500

John Deere 456A  conventional baler, 
2010, wide pick -up, hydraulic bale 
tension, in very good order. POA

John Deere 3215 handler, 
2004 6,500hrs, pick-up hitch, joy-

stick controls.  £18,000 

J C Harfoot Machinery
General Agricultural Machinery Dealer
Trefinnick Farm, Trefinnick Road, Bray Shop, 

Callington PL17 8QD
01579 370246 / 07702 661790  jchmachinery@rocketmail.com

www.harfootmachinery.co.uk

Massey Ferguson 65, 
good tyres  £2,950 

MJ PATEY
Email: mjpateymachinery@gmail.com  www.mjpatey.co.uk

VIGOLO MX 250, FLAIL 
TOPPER, FRONT OR REAR 
MOUNTED, 2.5M CUT, 
HEAVY DUTY FLAILS ..£5,450

KRONE 3.50/10 SINGLE 
ROTOR RAKE
3.5M WORKING WIDTH, 
GWO  ................... £1,975

POTTINGER EURO TOP 
340N SINGLE ROTOR 
RAKE
3.4M, GWO  ......... £2,775

MCHALE 4FT 2Ž SHEAR 
GRAB SANDERSON 
BRACKETS GWO ..... £350

PARMITER SHEAR 
GRAB, SGS 350
6• 6Ž, MANITOU BRACKET 
WITH LITTLE USE  .... £995

LINK BOX 
4FT X 3FT X 2FT  ... £250

NEW MALONE 
14 TONNE HEAVY DUTY 
LOG SPLITTER
IN STOCK  ................ £895

NEW MALONE POST 
RAMMER
350KG WEIGHT, HYD TOP 
LINK & SIDE TILT .. £2,695

Tel: Malcolm
 07970 471773
Totnes, Devon

ALL PRICES + VATAGRICULTURAL MACHINERY

NEW BUCKETS 6FT AND 7FT
..............................  FROM £495

NEW HYDRAULIC PAN 
MIXER, 850LTR / 3/4M CUBE, 
3POINT LINKAGE AND PALLET 
FORK MOUNTED .......£2,250

SIP ROTO 185 MOWER 
5FT 6Ž GWO ........... £775

DUNG GRAB,5FT, 
CHILLTON BRACKETS
................................ £675

SANDERSON 7• 6Ž 
DUNG GRAB
PIN AND CONE, GWO
................................ £875

NEW SAW BENCH PTO DRIVEN, 
BLADE SIZE 700 MM MAX 
CUTTING DIAMETER 240 MM 
TUNGSTEN BLADEƒ£1,250

TEAGLE 3-POINT LINKAGE 
CONCRETE MIXER GWO
....................... £475 NO VAT

KAWASAKI KLF 300, 
4WD, GOOD TYRES, GWO
..............  £1,475 NO VAT

LOG SPLITTER, KINETIC-
ELECTRIC, 7 TONNE MAX 
PRESSURE, UP TO 400MM 
LOG LENGTH ........... £495

RICHIE BALE UNROLLER 
WITH LOADING ARM 
GWO .................... £2,250



Located near Penrith Cumbria, 
Telephone Robert on: 07788 785871 or 01931 714676

All prices are plus VAT

Visit our Facebook page or www.rmjacksonmachinery.co.uk

ALSO AVAILABLE: Fransgard 390 tedder/rake, Claas 50kg wafer weights, Farm force 1.5M Front press, 
MX 5• sheargrab on euro brackets, Watson Tandem (2x8•) ” at rollers, NH D1010S Big square baler, 

Claas volto 770 tedder, Amtex 6• pasture topper.

2003 Claas Liner 880 Pro“ l twin rotor rake, with 
rear steering axle, manual width adjustment, in 
good working order.....................................£5,500

             

2013 Teagle Tomahawk 8100 trailed straw 
chopper, swivel spout, electric control .£5,900
 

2015 Kverneland FXZ Flail topper, 
4.8 metre cut, end tow kit  ............ £4,950

Claas Constant conventional baler, barn 
stored, one new tyre ...............................£995

2002 Marshall QM11 silage trailer, 8 stud axles 
with super single wheels, comes with grain door 
and front top mesh panel ...........................£4,600

08 Lely Lotus 770 6 rotor mounted tedder, 
hooked tines, good working order....£4,950

Conor 750 rotor spreader, 
hydraulic lid, ” otation tyres, 
good working order  ..................... £3,200

2008 Richard Western SF11 silage trailer, comes 
with unused grain door, one farmer owner only 
done 2-3 days work per year ..................£7,700

Choice of hydraulic bale lifters, capacity 
4 round bales or 2 big square ...... from £800

RM Jackson 
Supplier of Agricultural Machinery

AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS AND MACHINERY SALES
Tel: 01746 712217 / 07868 440423

briggsthomasengineering.co.uk

2A Ditton Priors Trading Estate, 
Ditton Priors, Bridgnorth, 

Shropshire WV166SS

Email: adambriggsthomas@
gmail.com

New unused Bale Squeeze on Euro brackets
..........................................................£825 + VAT

Full range of Brian James Trailers
..............................please call with requirements

JCB Teletruk 30d, 2006, 6,000 hours 
......................................................  £7,500 + VAT

John Deere 710, with snapped crank
.......................................................£3,000 + VAT

PZ 300 haybob, in good condition
.........................................................  £750 + VAT

Metal Fach Flail topper new and unused 
HD � ails ........................................... £3,400+VAT

01823 429431
07760 236534

www.blackdownfarmservices.co.uk

USED Albutt S160HX Shear Grab, 
2016, 1.6m (5ft) wide, 0.85m3 
capacity, 12 Hardox tines, twin ram, 
good cutting edge. Very tidy shear grab. 
For sale due to upgrade. JCB Q-fit 
brackets ...................................£1,495

USED Dunbar Low Loader Trailer, 
approx 24ft long, carry around 15-18 ton, 
10 stud high speed tri axles with twin 
wheels, air suspension, air brakes, fixed 
drawbar, good floor, road lights, sprung 
ramps, nice high spec trailer .....£6,395

USED Quicke Dung Fork, 1.3m wide, 
7 good straight & tight tines, side tines, 
solid back, good condition. Quicke No 3 
brackets ......................................£425

NEW Quicke Shear Grabs, 1.2m - 2.5m 
wide, twin or triple ram, choice of bolt 
on brackets, 2 year warranty, in stock. 
E.g. Silocut 150 Euro ................ £2,050

USED MX Dung Fork, 4ft7in wide, 
good strong fork, 7 tight & straight 
tines. Good condition. MX brackets
................................................... £450

NEW LWC Galvanised Transport Link 
Boxes, 4ft, 5ft, and 6ft wide, tipping 
linkage, half height rear tailboard, 
nicely made robust boxes. 
E.g. 6ft......................................... £650

USED Admiral Low Loader, approx 
23ft long, carry around 12 ton, 10 stud 
high speed fixed axles with good twin 
wheels, hydraulic brakes, adjustable 
manual ramps, sprung drawbar, steel 
floor, road lights...................... £4,795

NEW Beaco 
Products Log 
Splitter, 10 
ton force, 3 
point linkage 
mounted, boron 
steel blade, 
two handed 
operation, large 
base, well made 
.................£695

USED Albutt S160HX Shear Grab, 
2014, 1.6m (5ft) wide, 0.85m3 capacity, 
12 Hardox tines, twin ram, good cutting 
edge. Tidy shear grab. For sale due to 
upgrade. Euro 8 brackets  ........ £1,295

NEW BFS Work 
Platforms, 
2 person 
capacity, kick 
boards, floor 
grips, harness 
point, self closing 
gate, high mesh 
back, pallet fork 
mounted, in 
high vis yellow. 
Choice of sizes. 
Prices from
...................£695 

USED Kidd Bale Chopper, tub type, 
3 point linkage or A frame mounted, 
good working order, very tidy for age. 
Ready to go straight to work  ......  £895

NEW Moulton Feed Pushers, A frame, 
pin or pallet fork mounted, twin super 
single tyres, greasable pivots, adjustable 
working width, very well made ........£750

USED Strimech X-Form Tractor 
Bucket, 2012, 7ft wide, 1.2m3 
capacity, good front edge, in good 
condition. Euro 8 brackets  .........  £695

NEW Albutt Shear Grabs & Buckets, 
twin or triple ram, heavy duty pins, wide 
opening, Hardox or KV tines, choice of 
sizes & brackets in stock. The best on the 
market...........................................  £POA

USED Misc Telehandler Bucket, 
7ft wide, good solid bucket, straight 
front edge, shallow depth, ideal for 
stone, rubble, dung etc. Pin and cone 
brackets  .................................... £595

NEW Moulton Yard Scrapers, 
galvanised, A frame or pin attachment, 
50mm moulded rubber blade, 
adjustable working width, heavy duty 
swing over, very well made .........£725

ALL PRICES + VAT

NEW SIP Grassland 
Machinery. Now with 
3 year warranty!! 
Same great robust kit 
but with extra peace 
of mind. Contact us 
now to discuss your 
requirements and take 
advantage of out of 
season prices ....£POA   

NEW MX Multimass Ballast Weight 
Blocks, 600kg, 900kg, 1200kg or 
1500kg base weights plus 400kg add on, 
also toolbox add on, very clever design, 
easy hitch on/off, choice of colours
...................................Prices from £995

NEW Kidd Bale 
Shredders, mounted 
or trailed, straw 
and/or silage, twin 
chop option, very 
solid and well made 
British machines at 
competitive prices. 
Call now for more 
details...........£POA

NEW Hogg Engineering Multipurpose 
Tipping Trailer, 14 ton capacity, 16ft long 
by 8ft wide, drop sides, manual tailgate, 
sprung drawbar, 8 stud axles with hydraulic 
brakes, super single tyres, LED lights, bale 
extension and lades ....................£9,795
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Forecourt Find

THE QUIRKY GOOD LOOKS of Renault 
tractors of the 1980 and 90s haven’t lost any of 
their appeal over the past 40 years, but navigating 

the plethora of model designations in the manufacturer’s 
range can sometimes be a bit tricky. From Renault’s first 
attempt at making an agricultural tractor in 1918, based 
on a World War I tank, through to 1981, the French 
manufacturer built at least 184 different tractor models, 
according to data compiled by Le Mans-based enthusiasts 
group, Amicale du Tracteur Renault.    

Even more surprising, from the launch of its new and 
distinctive TX Series tractors at the 1981 Paris Show, 
through to the introduction of the 106-54TL in December 
1991, Renault had produced an astonishing 288 more 
different tractor models in just 10 years. Admittedly, that 
includes such things as cab, safety frame and open 
platform variations of the same basic tractor, but Renault 
still gave them all different model designations.

The tractor currently being offered for sale with 
former Renault dealer Jacksons Motor Engineers of 
Ripon, North Yorkshire (Tel: 01765 600102) is a 1995 
Renault 106-54TL. The model designation seems to 
bear little relevance to any of the tractor’s specification 
apart from the final number, which in this series of 
tractors indicates two- or four-wheel drive.

Renault created this impressive hybrid model by 
fitting a 100hp MWM six-cylinder engine to the 
transaxle and TX cab of the 93hp four-cylinder turbo 
Renault 103-54. But that doesn’t mean the tractor 

lacks muscle, as the rear end and three-point linkage 
are the same as used on the higher-horsepower TX and 
TZ tractors. This means the 106-54TL has a lift capacity 
of 7.1t, which is much greater than similarly-powered 
tractors of the era and even today’s machines.

Under the bonnet, the MWM six-cylinder naturally-
aspirated engine of this tractor has a distinctively 
smooth but also throaty sound, indicating that it has 
taken its 8000 hours, not a huge figure for its age, in its 
stride. It puts its power to the ground via a 16F/16R 
mechanical shuttle transmission which offers four 
speeds in a standard H-gate shift in each of two ranges, 
which are doubled-up by a splitter. Hefty levers on 
either side of the dash control the splitter and shuttle 
functions, while the two main gear levers are found to 
the operator’s right-hand side. Linkage and spool valve 

controls – all pleasingly mechanical – are neatly sited in 
the right-hand console, while the hydraulic release for 
the pick-up hitch operates off the spool valve.

The full history of this tractor isn’t known, although 
it’s believed it may originally have been sold by former 
Renault dealer Lower Quinton Garages, based not far 
from the then Renault Agriculture headquarters at 
Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire, this suspicion being 
borne out by the Coventry area registration. 

It appears in remarkably original condition, although 
the rear extensions to the back mudguards have been 
replaced at some time, which is a common occurrence on 
Renault tractors of this period. Apart from a new left-hand 
mirror (another common replacement part), an indicator/
sidelight glass and a new set of tyres, this tractor has 
required no other work since coming to Jacksons from 
a local farm. The Ripon-based agricultural engineering 
company has looked after the tractor for the past 20 years 
and it says the tractor’s owners always ensured it had 
everything it needed, although that’s admittedly amounted 
to little apart from a fuel pipe and a fuel filter. 

Over the last 12 years, this Renault has only been 
used for five days’ ploughing a year, clocking up about 
50 hours annually. At some time in the past the 
necessary cogs have been swapped around to change 
the 30kph transmission to 40kph, although the clock 
still has the 30kph graph. Other than that, everything 
is original, even down to the still-working cab radio 
and air-conditioning. 

FRENCH CLASS
�� ��FACTSHEET

  TRACTOR : 1995 Renault 106-54TL
   ENGINE: MWM, 6.2-litre, six-cylinder
   POWER: 100hp

  HOURS: 8292

  LIST PRICE (1995):  n/a

  PRICE NOW: £16,000 ono.

In the last 12 years, 
this Renault has 

only been used for five 
days’ ploughing a year, 
clocking up about 
50 hours annually.

This 1995 Renault 106-54TL, currently being offered for sale by a former 
Renault dealer from North Yorkshire, is as clean and straight as you could 
hope to Þ nd. Words by Sandy Cox; pictures by Tom Jackson.

Right: Apart from the switch for four-wheel drive 
selection, the controls of this 100hp Renault are 
all purely mechanical.

Below right: Rear end attributes include tyres with 
at least 80% tread, a pick-up hitch and a hefty 
linkage that can lift over 7t. 

Renault 106-54TL



STEVE WHITE

Tel: 01572 755900  Mobile: 07860 298778

Pro Tec Post Bumper, Case 4210 4x4 c/w loader
Large selection of other tractors and machinery in stock

MF 550, Multipower 04 Kubota M8200 New Holland TL115

MF 135 New Holland 
TC27D Supersteer

MF 240

MF 4255, 
c/w loader, 5,600 hrs

Case 4210, approx 
3,500 hrs, 1 owner

Toro pro core SR75 
verti drain

The Pringle, 36 High Street, Braunston, Oakham, Rutland

 Gwynedd Farm Machinery Ltd
Dinas, Llanwnda, Caernarfon LL54 5UG

Tel: 01286 830009
John: 07836 645802 Rhys: 07824 506169

www.gwyneddfarmmachinery.co.uk

LARGE SELECTION OF NEW & USED PARTS 
FOR NEW HOLLAND, FORD, 

MASSEY FERGUSON, DAVID BROWN, 
CASE, LEYLAND/MARSHALL AVAILABLE.

Massey Ferguson 
5460
4,079 hours, 
Power Shuttle, 
good condition.

Hyundai 35z-7
2008, only 371 hours, 
3 buckets, 
very good condition.

Massey 
Ferguson 390
F Reg, 12 speed, 
5,508 hours, 
good condition.

Scania R440 & 
King low loader
12 month test, for 
more information 
please contact us

Case 885XL
2WD, E reg, 
4,431 hours, 
good tyres.

Ford 3930
1,662 hours, G reg, 
” oor change, good 
condition. 

Massey Ferguson 699 4wd,  
3 gear stick, 5,500hrs, 
very clean for its age.

Massey Ferguson 240 2wd 
c/w loader, tidy condition, full cab.

White Field Boss tractor, 
Cat V8, UK tractor, part restored, 

nice project.

Claas 118SL combine, 
20ft cut, hydro, chopper, J reg, 

tidy barn stored.

Volvo 642 4wd loading shovel, 
very original condition, hyd quick “ t.

S.R. Haylock (Cambs, UK)

Agricultural Machinery Bought & Sold
Modern - Classic - Vintage

Evenings 01799 584626
Day 07831 158848 or 07766 107610

www.srhaylock.co.uk

International BTD6 crawler, 
original condition, starts well, 

good tracks.

Fowler VF crawler, 
runs & drives well, early restoration.

Ford FW30 4wd, 
straight original condition, 

runs well, tidy in cab.

Belarus 4wd tractor, 
runs well, original condition.

Massey Ferguson 135 2wd 
Multipower, straight axle, PUH, tidy.

Ford 555 2wd digger, 
1,500 hours only, ex-small builder, 

clean for its age.

New Holland 8340 engine, 
tidy condition, all complete.

Ford 80 classic lawn mower, 
appears complete, will need 

recommissioning.

Massey Ferguson 50D 4wd digger, 
ex-farm condition, tidy for age.

Toyota FJ45 Landcruiser, 
6-cylinder diesel, tidy condition.
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Collectors Corner Claas Xerion Models 

It’s hard to believe, but early 
versions of the Claas Xerion systems 
tractor, � rst shown to the public 
in 1993, now fall into the modern 
classic category. There isn’t space 
to review all the miniature versions 
of the Xerion that have been 
produced over the past 20 years, 
so David Pullen focuses his 
attention on the scale models of 
the earlier 2500, 3000, 3300 and 
3800 machines. 

MODERN  
CLAASICS 

Claas Xerion 2500 & 3000

THE FIRST MANUFACTURER to produce 
a scale replica of the Xerion was Siku. In 2000, 
the German toymaker released a 1/32-scale 
Xerion 3000, which was the tractor that Claas had 
launched in 1999 as the replacement for its original 
Xerion 2500. It was aimed at children and, due to 
being a toy, it didn’t have the fine detailing found 
on a collector’s model. However, it did have all-
wheel steering and working linkages front and rear. 
By removing the tipping hopper, the cab could be 
rotated through 180 degrees, just like the one on 
the real tractor. It remained in Siku’s catalogue for 
many years, even though Claas only made the life-
size Xerion 3000 for a single year. 
A year after launching its Xerion 3000, Siku used 
the same tooling to produce a scale model of the 
original Claas Xerion 2500 for L.C.N., the Dutch 
farm model club, which ordered a limited edition 
run of 1500 pieces for its annual show in November 
2001. Unlike the standard Siku ‘consumer’ toy, 
the L.C.N. show model benefited from additional 
detailing and features. For example, it had extra 
decals, a number plate (GV-20-01), warning 
beacons, cabling to the cab and a slightly different 
colour scheme. However, the L.C.N. tractor didn’t 
have the rear hopper that Siku had fitted to its 
Xerion 3000. 
There was an 18-year wait before another scale 
model of a Claas Xerion 2500 became available. 
At Agritechnica 2019, German magazine and farm 
model trader, Eilbote, released a 1/32-scale Xerion 
2500. This mainly resin model, made for Eilbote by 
Autocult, was well-detailed and had features like 
steerable wheels and a reversible cab. It was aimed 
at collectors and was limited to just 330 pieces. 

Above and top: Siku, with the launch of 
its 1/32-scale Claas Xerion 3000 Trac VC in 
2000, became the Þ rst company to produce 
a miniature of the Xerion. This toy had all-
wheel steering, working linkages, and a 
detachable hopper which, when removed, 
allowed the cab to be rotated 180 degrees.

Left: Eilbote of Germany 
released this 1/32-scale 
Claas Xerion 2500 at 
Agritechnica 2019. 
Features of this well-
detailed mainly resin 
model, made for Eilbote 
by Autocult, included 
steerable wheels and 
a reversible cab. It 
was limited to just 330 
pieces. 

Left: In 2001, L.C.N., the 
Dutch farm model club, 
commissioned Siku to 
make a Claas Xerion 
2500 for its annual 
show. Siku used its 
Xerion 3000 tooling, but 
added extra detailing, 
such as warning 
beacons and a number 
plate. A limited edition 
of 1500 L.C.N. show 
tractors was produced. 

SIKU

SIKU

CLAAS’ FIRST VENTURE into the 
systems tractor market came with the 
launch of the Huckepack in the second 

half of the 1950s. This self-propelled machine was 
designed to work as a combine or with implements 
and attachments, but it didn’t take off and production 
ended in 1960, just three years after its launch.   

The German company made another attempt 
at developing a multi-purpose machine in the late 
1960s. This project, codenamed HSG, reached the 
prototype stage, but it too was discontinued in the 
early 1970s after funding was diverted to other more 
commercially viable ventures. However, Helmut Claas, 
who was passionate about the concept, persevered 
and in 1978 his company started developing another 
tractor which would eventually become known as the 
Xerion. This futuristic machine was first unveiled to 
the public in 1993.

Understandably, it was only following the 
launch of the Xerion that manufacturers of scale 
models began to take an interest in Claas’ tractor 
developments. 

EILBOTE
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Claas Xerion 3300 

CLAAS HALTED XERION PRODUCTION  between 2000 and 2003 while it developed a new, higher-
powered machine. The Xerion 3300, launched in 2004, initially used the Vista 1 cab that Claas had fitted to the 
Xerion 2500 and 3000. However, unlike earlier Xerions, the new 3300 was available either with a mid-mounted 
fixed cab (Trac), a fixed cab positioned over the engine (Saddle Trac) or a swivelling cab (Trac VC). To date, 
there had been no scale models of these tractors.
A steady flow of miniatures began to appear from 2005 onwards, after Claas began fitting the Vista 2 cab to 
the Xerion. This time it was Universal Hobbies that picked up the Xerion baton, releasing a 1/32-scale replica 
of the Xerion 3300 Trac VC. This miniature was aimed firmly at collectors and consequently had an abundance 
of detail. All the wheels steered, the bonnet opened and the cab rotated through 180 degrees. It also had 
a working two-point linkage, a top link, a front linkage with front weight and a cab-mounted GPS receiver. 
In common with Universal Hobbies’ other tractors, the cab door didn’t open, but that was one of the few gripes. 
Initially, the Xerion 3300 Trac VC was only available from Claas in the OEM’s branded packaging, before it went 
on general release in a standard Universal Hobbies box. 
In 2006, Universal Hobbies added a Xerion 3300 to its range of key rings. Due to its metal construction, this 
item was probably a little heavy to use as an everyday key ring, but surprisingly for such a small scale model 
it was detailed and suitable for display purposes. 
In a sign of the growing success of the life-size Xerion, Dickie of Germany brought out a plastic radio-controlled 
model of the Xerion 3300 Trac VC in 1/20-scale. This tractor had a 30m working range, with forward/reverse, 
steering and cab rotation being controlled via a handset. In 2009, Classic Country released a 1/25-scale Xerion 
3300 Trac VC. This all-plastic toy had friction drive, a detachable hopper and a rotating cab with opening doors. 
Although it didn’t have the fine detailing found on a collector’s model, it was the first miniature Xerion to have 
opening cab doors. This feature didn’t become available on collector’s models until Wiking released its Xerion 
5000 Trac VC and weise-toys its 4000. 

Below: The steering, cab position and travel 
direction on Dickie’s remote-control Claas 
Xerion 3300 Trac VC were all controlled via a 
handset. Power for the all-plastic model came 
from � ve AA batteries. 

Left and below: Classic Country’s all-plastic 
friction drive Claas Xerion 3300 Trac VC has 
a detachable hopper and a rotating cab with 
opening doors. 

Below: This Claas Xerion 3300 
key ring, released by Universal 
Hobbies in 2006, probably 
made a better display model 
than something to carry in 
your pocket.

Above and right: The dealer edition of Universal Hobbies’ 1/32-scale Xerion 3300 Trac VC 
was only available through Claas and its dealer network. It had steerable wheels, 
a reversible cab, a working two-point linkage and a high level of detailing.

DICKIE

CLASSIC COUNTRYUNIVERSAL HOBBIES

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES
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Claas Xerion 3800 

A HIGHER-POWERED XERION, the 3800, made its debut at Agritechnica 2007, along with a 1/32-
scale version of the Xerion 3800 Trac VC made by Universal Hobbies. The new model, which was based on UH’s 
existing 3300, didn’t have a cab-mounted GPS receiver, but it did have a different air cleaner, number plate and, 
unusually for Universal Hobbies, a driver in the cab. The first edition of the Xerion 3800 Trac VC released at Agritechnica 
2007 was limited to 1000 pieces and was only available from Claas. Each model was individually numbered. 
For those who missed out on the special edition, Claas also commissioned a second edition run of standard-
coloured models in Claas packaging, and this was available after the show from the OEM and its dealer 
network. Universal Hobbies later released this model to the consumer market in a standard box. 
By the time the next Agritechnica show came around in 2009, Claas was celebrating production of its 1000th 
Xerion. To mark the occasion, the 1000th unit was finished in black-and-white and signed by Helmut Claas. Claas 
commissioned Universal Hobbies and Schuco to make models of this milestone machine. Universal Hobbies responded 
with a special edition of its 1/32-scale Xerion 3800 complete with black-and-white livery, a Helmut Claas signature 
and an in-cab driver, while Schuco produced a special black-and-white edition of its new 1/87-scale Xerion 3800 
Trac VC, which it also launched at the show. Both models were sold in special black-and-white packaging and 
marketed as the Claas Model of the Year 2010, with each run being limited to 2010 pieces. Universal Hobbies’ 
Xerion proved to be the more popular of the two, with only the Schuco model remaining available after the show. 
Universal Hobbies, Dickie, Classic Country and Schuco haven’t released any models of the 
Saddle Trac versions of the Xerion 3300 and 3800, this no doubt being a reflection of the 
lower sales achieved by the life-size versions of these derivatives. It wasn’t until Claas 
introduced the Xerion 4000 Series that a Saddle Trac model, made by weise-
toys, became available. This piece and others for the Xerion 5000 Series are 
recent releases and therefore fall outside the scope of this review. 

Above: Schuco’s 1/87-scale version of the 1000th 
Xerion. This model and the UH version were both 
limited to runs of 2010 pieces. 

Above: Following the launch by 
Claas of the life-size Xerion 3800, 
Universal Hobbies updated its 
Xerion 3300 tooling, adding a new 

number plate and air cleaner, 
in order to create a new 

model. 

Right: Schuco’s 1/87-scale Xerion 3800 Trac VC 
made its debut at Agritechnica 2009. It was 
initially available only in a Claas box, before 
going on general sale in Schuco packaging. 

Left: To mark the production of its 1000th Xerion, 
Claas commissioned limited edition models from 
Universal Hobbies and Schuco. This is UH’s black-
and-white tractor in 1/32-scale.

SCHUCO

SCHUCO

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES

Claas Xerion models*
Model Scale Manufacturer Code Issue date

Xerion 2500 1/32 Siku - 2001

Xerion 2500 1/32 Autocult - 2019

Xerion 3000 1/32 Siku 3553 2000

Xerion 3300 Trac VC (Dealer Edition) 1/32 Universal Hobbies 0002463820 2005

Xerion 3300 Trac VC 1/32 Universal Hobbies 2670 2006

Xerion 3300 Key ring Universal Hobbies 5512 2006

Xerion 3300 (Dealer Edition) 1/20 Dickie 0246381.0 2006

Xerion 3300 1/20 Dickie 201119873 2006

Xerion 3300 1/25** Classic Country - 2009

Xerion 3800 Trac VC 1/32 Universal Hobbies 0002463820 2007 (Agritechnica 2007)

Xerion 3800 Trac VC (Dealer Edition) 1/32 Universal Hobbies 0002567990 2008

Xerion 3800 Trac VC 1/32 Universal Hobbies 2671 2008

Xerion 3800 Trac VC (1000th Tractor Edition) 1/32 Universal Hobbies - 2009

Xerion 3800 Trac VC (1000th Tractor Edition) 1/87 Schuco 0002569960 2009

Xerion 3800 Trac VC (Dealer Edition) 1/87 Schuco 0002568010 2009

Xerion 3800 Trac VC 1/87 Schuco 452559900 2009

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES

*Review of scale models of the earlier Xerion 2500, 3000, 3300 and 3800 machines; ** approximate scale
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UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
6279 MASSEY FERGUSON LUNAR EDITION .... £65

SCHUCO 1:32 SCALE 
INTERNATIONAL 1255 .....................................£60

ROS 1:32 SCALE
FIAT 1880 DT 4WD LIMITED EDITION ............£50

BRITAINS 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 6120M ........................................£24

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
CLAAS LINER 2600 TWIN ROTOR RAKE ...........£50

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE 
5329 MASSEY FERGUSON 3 TON WOODEN 
TRAILER ...........................................................£32

SCHUCO 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 4955.......................................... £75

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE 
FIAT 1180 DT 4WD...........................................£48

BRITAINS 1:32 SCALE
JOHN DEERE S780 COMBINE HARVESTER ......£92

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 6125R ........................................£49

UNIVERSAL HOBBIES 1:32 SCALE
FORD 7810 ......................................................£40

SCHUCO 1:32 SCALE 
FENDT 626 LSA WITH REAR DUAL WHEELS ....£70

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE
FIAT 100-90 WITH DUAL WHEELS ...................£48

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 7430 ORANGE WITH FRONT 
LOADER ...........................................................£64

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
KUHN 1290I BIG SQUARE BALER ....................£58

SCHUCO 1:32 SCALE 
JOHN DEERE 6300 WITH FRONT LOADER ......£80

ROS 1:32 SCALE 
FIAT F140 WINNER LIMITED EDITION ............£65

REPLICAGRI 1:32 SCALE
FIAT 115-90 .....................................................£48

WIKING 1:32 SCALE 
CLAAS TORION 1812 WHEELED LOADER ........£70

WEISE TOYS 1:32 SCALE 
FENDT 308 LSA 4WD .......................................£55
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1:16 scale Fordson Super Major “New Performance” coming soon!
The stunning Fordson Super Major “New Performance” from Universal Hobbies is back by popular demand! This outstanding 1:16 
scale model features a superb level of detail including opening engine hoods and steerable wheels. We also have the 1:16 scale 
Ferguson FE-35 and Massey Ferguson 135  in stock now! All of these popular models would make great additions to any collection.

Be sure to visit our website www.accuratediecast.com  to see the full 
range of models available.

The Fordon Super Major “New Performance” will be available 
from late February. The other models below are in stock now! 
You can order yours from your local model stockist.

Alternatively, you can order by phone on 01903 875978 or 
online at www.accuratediecast.com .

# J2780  |  1:16 scale

Fordson Super Major 
“New Performance” (1963)

£69.00

# J2698  |  1:16 scale

Massey Ferguson 135 (1965)

£69.00

# J2986  |  1:16 scale

Ferguson FE-35 (1956)

£69.00

Phone: 01903 875978 Email: info@accuratediecast.com

www. accuratediecast .com

Postage costs
Don’t forget! Orders 

over £100  receive 
FREE UK postage!

UK/NI:  £5.00

ROI: £12.00

Europe:  £15.00

Worldwide:  £25.00

Want to add something else to your collection?
Visit www.accuratediecast.com  to see everything we have to 

offer, including the full range of Universal Hobbies models and 
other die-cast ranges, ride-on toys, plush toys and much more.

@AccurateDiecast



MASTERING 
THE MAGNETO
Tips and guidance 
on how to service 

and maintain 
your magneto.

FORDSON 
TEST SITE
How Fordson 
tractors were 
tested in secret 
at Mudlands F
in Essex.

IH BTD-6
BuyerÕs guide 
and background 
to the popular 
British-built 
crawler tractor.

�+ IN THIS ISSUE �+

MASSEY 
FERGUSON 

35 & 35X 
Studying one 
of MFÕs most 

successful and 
popular tractors.
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From the Archives Classic Files

TRACTORFILE

looking 3m SKH PZ Crumbler with rigid tines. In 
the far corner, a new Dowdeswell-made Massey 
Ferguson 500 drill is in the process of being 
checked over.  

The drill is attached to a P&B-supplied 
MF 2680 equipped with a retro-fitted Turbo II 
pre-cleaner.  

In the foreground, a local customer’s MF 698 
is in the process of having its front end craned 
away. This tractor received the registration of 
A779 SFW in October 1983 and it appears that it 
lives on as according to the DVLA it is currently 
SORN’d. 

It would be great to see a few more of these 
behind-the-scenes pictures from dealer’s 
workshops. Over to you, readers.

INSIDE OF WORKSHOP
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HAVING HELPED to identify the manufacturer (Oliver) 
of the Ford 611 combine mentioned in the January 
issue of Tractorfile, reader Michael Schwiebert from 
Perrysburg, Ohio, has a Ford-
related question of his own.

“Recently, I came across a Ford 
532 baler parked along the road 
near the Liberty Center, Ohio,” 
he says. “This is the first Ford 
conventional baler I’ve ever 
seen, but who made it for Ford? 
I’ve made some tentative 
enquiries and so far I’ve had three different 
responses: New Idea, IH and Long. There’s a 
possibility these balers stayed Stateside. Do you have 
any background on them?”  
Ford balers were made by Long Manufacturing of 

Tarboro, North Carolina, during the 1950s and 60s, 
but following a dispute with Long, which had started 
to sell the same balers, but at a cheaper cost, under 

its own name as the Long 580 
and 680, Ford acquired the 
design rights and tooling to the 
balers and entered into a 
contract manufacturing 
agreement with New Idea of 
Coldwater, Ohio. 
The Ford 532 and 542 balers, 
both with 62in-wide pick-ups, 

appeared in 1968 and were offered into the 1970s, 
but I’m not certain when the transition from Long to 
New Idea took place. Interestingly, there is evidence 
to suggest the earlier Long-built Ford 530 baler was 
marketed in Sweden in the mid-1960s. 

THIS FABULOUSLY CLASSIC VIEW of the inside 
of MF dealer Peacock & Binnington’s workshop at 
Louth, Lincs, circa late 1980s, was sent to us by the 
depot’s former service manager, Colin Stubbs.   

Perhaps the most notable item is the Track 
Marshall Britannia crawler, said by some sources 
to be one of only six produced between 1981 
and 1987. The example shown belonged at the 
time to a farmer from Bilsby, near Alford, and its 
time with this owner was apparently short-lived. 

Moving along the line, the next tractor, an 
MF 135 fitted with a rigid-clad cab, was in for 
repairs. P&B was selling the range of Överum 
ploughs at the time and one of the Swedish 
manufacturer’s four-furrow models can be seen 
next to the MF 135, together with a very fresh-

Full of demo tips   
RICHARD BLAIR’S SERIES OF ARTICLES on his 
time working as a demonstrator for Massey Ferguson 
in the late 1970s and early 80s made interesting and 
enjoyable reading in the October 2020 to January 
2021 issues of CLASSIC TRACTOR. The importance 
that MF placed on demonstrations at this time is 
evident from the ‘Demonstrate to Sell’ guide it sent 
out to its distributors in September 1978. 
Until recently, I wasn’t aware of the existence of this 
rare guide. The 20-page publication covers all aspects 
of planning and conducting large and small 
demonstrations, from site selection and pre-event 
publicity to preparing the equipment and ensuring 
that everyone involved, especially the demonstrators, 
who were expected to have excellent product 
knowledge and practical experience, were aware of 
their responsibilities.  
The guide was sent out to MF distributors along with 
a covering letter from the company’s advertising and 
sales promotion manager, Paul Crisford, who, I’m 
pretty sure, was also once the machinery 
correspondent for Farmers Weekly.   

Classic items of interest from the archives of editor Rory Day and our readers.

CURIOUS ABOUT FORD 532
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IN HIS STORY on the development of the Ford 
TW-30 conversion that inspired County to build 
the 1884 (CLASSIC TRACTOR December 2020), 
former County area sales manager Mike Gormley 
mentioned the launch event of the County 1254 
and 1454 at Elvetham Hall, not far from the 
company’s factory at Fleet, in 1972.  

Mike referred to a problem that had occurred 
with a 1254 during the preparations for the event. 
Apparently, one of the adjustable PAVT wheels fitted 
to the 1254 fell off in the field, much to the 
annoyance of the company’s chief demonstrator, 
John Hull. 

Simon Fenwick, whose father worked for 
County Commercial Cars, thought we might be 
interested in some original publicity pictures 

taken during the launch of the 1254 and 1454.   
“They show John Hull leading on the 1454, 

with the 1254 following behind,” says Simon, 
who lives in County’s home town of Fleet. “As you 
can see, during the actual event itself the 1454 
wasn’t fitted with PAVT wheels and it’s not clear 
what was fitted to 1254 due to the angle of the 
photo. It may be that they were removed 
beforehand, due to the earlier problems.

“These photos were among 20 or so of 
various County types that came into my 
possession in a roundabout way just as the first 
lockdown started back in February, following 
a phone call from a local man,” he continues. 
“He had found them several years ago at 
a local car boot sale.”

 ��GET IN TOUCH

Share your photos,
add to what you’ve
seen in Tractor�  le
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on classic tractors

tractor�  le@classictractormagazine.co.uk 
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RARE WITH CASE-IH LIVERY

READERSRESPOND
MASSEY FERGUSON 4840 The sight of Gavin Motley’s 
Massey Ferguson 4840 in David Laley’s report on the Field 
of Friends working event held near Spilsby, Lincs (CLASSIC 
TRACTOR January 2021) prompted reader James Mullins 
to ask if anyone knows what happened to a similar tractor 
that used to be driven by his late father, Kevin. 

Between 1973 and his retirement in 2010, Kevin worked 
for Malcolm Wrisdale, a large-scale arable farmer from 
mid-Lincolnshire. In 
1981, Mr Wrisdale, who 
had two farms, one near 
Louth, and another at 
East Keal, near Spilsby, 
acquired a new Massey 
Ferguson 4840 from the 
Louth depot of Peacock & 
Binnington. 

“I seem to remember my Dad was the only person who 
ever drove the MF 4840,” recalls James. “The farm also 
had a John Deere artic briefly and a Case Traction King 
when the MF 4840 was out of action for some reason. 
I used to enjoy riding in it with him and loved the noise 
of the massive V8 engine.”

The Wrisdale family’s business is still going strong, but 
their MF 4840, registration XVL 786X, left the area around 
10-15 years ago. It is thought that it was sold to someone 
who used it to pull carrot trailers for the Strawson family 
in Nottinghamshire. According to the DVLA, the tractor 
hasn’t been taxed since 2003. Does anyone know of its 
whereabouts? 

DEUTZ DEALER The recent discussion thread on the late 
Norfolk farmer Brian Plummer, whose Deutz fleet 
appeared in one of importer Watveare Overseas’ magazine 
adverts in 1977, has drawn a response from the 
dealership that originally supplied his tractors. Tony 
Nicholson, who with his seven brothers runs Stalham 
Engineering Co Limited, said: “To answer your question, 
we sold Brian Plummer all of his Deutz-Fahr tractors. Brian 
is sadly no longer with us and his farm has been sold. 

Stalham Engineering took on the agency for Fahr combine 
and grassland equipment in 1974, just as importer 
Watveare was talking about bringing Deutz tractors into 
the country, explains Tony. “We were one of the first 
dealers in the UK to sell Deutz tractors and we held the 
agency for 18 years,” he says. “We still trade as Stalham 
Engineering Co Ltd today, although we are known as 
Nicholsons to local customers, and our main franchise is 
now Case IH.” 

The accompanying photo shows, from left, Tony 
Nicholson, Brian Plummer and Malcolm Nicholson with 
six of Brian’s Deutz 06 Series tractors at Walnut Farm, 
Waxham, near Stalham. 

Launch of large Countys 

ONE OF MY MOST INTERESTING recent finds 
was a handful of amateur snapshots taken at 
Case-IH’s Wheatley Hall Road factory at 
Doncaster by one of the company’s employees. 
They all date from 
the period 1984 to 
1986.  

Several of the 
photos, including 
this one of a Case-IH 
555 baler and a 
4894, the latter 
being one of a row 
of four new Racine-
built 94 Series 
machines awaiting 
despatch,  were 
taken in what was known either as the Machine 
Prep Centre (MCP) or Sales Warehouse, 
depending on where you worked at the 
Doncaster site. 

The most intriguing machine here is the 
baler. The 555 was part of the 500 Series made 
in Holland by Vicon. The four-model range, 

comprising the 552, 553, 554 and 555, made its 
debut at the RAI machinery show in Amsterdam, 
Holland in early 1984. Production of the 
previous D-Series range of IH conventional 

balers (435, 445 and 
455) made by IH at 
its Carr Hill factory in 
Doncaster had been 
transferred to Vicon 
of Holland in 1983. 

The short-lived 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
agreement with 
Vicon came to an 
end sometime in 
1985, not long after 
the merger of J. I. 

Case and IH. The rebranded Case-IH 500 Series 
balers were listed in the company’s July 1985 
UK price list, but had been dropped by 
December of that year. In other words, a Case-
IH-branded 500 Series baler, such as this 555 
model, was and is a rare thing. Anyone seen 
another one? 



Far ming DVDs fr om Anglian Agri MediaFarming DVDs from Anglian Agri Media

A Farming Case Study Parts 1 
and 2. £16.95 each, or both for 
£29.95 £25.00. 

A Year Farming 
with Deere Parts 
1 and 2. £17.95 
each, or both for 
£29.95. 

g
rts 
5 
for 

The British Harvest 
Brigade  £16.95 
£12.95. 

Four Seasons of Farming Part 1, 2, 3 and 4. £16.95 each, or the complete collection for £57.95 £48.00.  Approx. 400 mins combined + extras.bined + extras.

Classic Farming Parts 1 & 2 
£16.95 each, or both for £29.95. Project 55   £16.95. Projec t 55  £16.95.

lassic Farming Parts 1 & 2g Parts 1 & 2 Farming with Ford Parts 1 & 2 
£16.95 each, or both for £29.95.  

Steel Tracks at Work Parts 1 & 2 
£16.95 each, or both for £29.95.

P j

NEW D VDNEW DVD

Available now. £16.95. 
Running time 137 mins approx.

Order securely online for FREE postage and packing at:   
www.anglianagrimedia.co.uk

Anglian Agri Media Ltd - The Farming DVD Professionals

Find us on:

Combine Harvesters Part 1, 2, and 3. £15.95 $14.95 
each, or the complete collection for £45.95 £35.00. 

Beet Harvesters in Britain Parts 
1 and 2. £17.95 £14.95 each, or 
both for £29.95 £25.00. 

One Farm, One Year Parts 1 and 
2. £17.95 £14.95 each, or both for 
£29.95 £25.00. 

The Maize Silage 
Campaign. 
£16.95 £14.95. 

The Rubber 
Track Revolution. 
£16.95 £14.95. 

Sprayers & 
Spreaders. 
£16.95 £14.95. 



NEXT
ISSUE

FOR TRACTOR OWNERS, OPERATORS AND ENTHUSIASTS

MARCH ISSUE ON SALE 29 JANUARY

USEFUL TOOLS
What are your most useful tools? A time-
served service technician opens his van 
doors and tells us about the tools, some 
of which he’s made himself, he finds 
most useful for his everyday work. 

CAT ON TRACK
The farm that owns this Cat D5B SA VHP 
also runs a modern Challenger MT765B, 
but when the going gets tough, as it did 
in late 2019 and 2020, it turns to its classic 
crawler. Find out why next time.  

In January 2001, after an absence of almost 30 years, the iconic McCormick brand name was relaunched on the 
world tractor stage. In the March issue of CLASSIC TRACTOR, in the shops on 29 January, we celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of the rebirth of McCormick and what it meant for the Doncaster factory, employees of the new 
McCormick Tractors International company, its range of tractors and its future customers. 
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ON SALE29 JAN

McCORMICK MILESTONE

FAVORIT VIEWS
As interest in classic Fendts continues 
to grow, we head over to the brand’s 
homeland and find out what eight owners 
of models from the Favorit 600 LS/LSA 
Series have to say about their machines. 
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ON FARM DISPERSAL SALE ON BEHALF OF THE EXECUTORS OF JM HALL 
FRIDAY 15TH JANUARY 2021 AT 12 NOON 

BURDON GRANGE FARM, DARLINGTON, COUNTY DURHAM, DL1 3JR 
Extensive range of TRACTORS, AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT, HAY & STRAW 

Viz:   3x Case IH 1056 XL 4wd, IH 956XL 4wd, IH 956XL 2wd, MF 135 2wd, 2 x MF 2650 4wd, MF 50B Backhoe 
Loader, MF 50 Ind Loader, 2 x Claas Dominator 85 Combines, Parmiter Post Knocker, 2 x Grain Trailers,         

Qty Cattle boxes & Trailers, Claas 46 Rollant Round Baler, Kuhn GF 500 Tedder, Lely Splendimo 240 classic,      
JF Westmac CM2250, 2 x Kuhn Power Harrows,    2 x Dowdswell Ploughs, Carrier 4m Cultivator Drill,  

Large Qty of Round Bale, Hay, Haylage & Straw 

 
FULL DETAILS & FURTHER SALES ON OUR WEBSITE: www.northallertonauctions.com 

Contact Giles Drew 07876 696259 Mart Office 01609 772034 

 

•POWER IN THE PICTUREŽ
Available in

A4 £9.50 / 
A3 £13.50inc P&P

Send cheque payable to:
Mr A. Hardingham,
10 Gloucester Road, 
King•s Lynn, Norfolk 
PE30 4AB 
or order direct from my
website
www.powerinthepicture.com
and see the rest of my
portfolio and further
contact details.

•Case IH 380 Row TracŽ
by Anthony Hardingham

GIBBARD TRACTORS
Specialists in rare original

literature for collectors
We buy and sell:

Sales brochures, manuals
and parts books for a wide
range of British, American

and European tractors
Also combine, implement 
and earthmoving literature

Prospect House, 196 Moulton Chapel Road,
Moulton Chapel, Spalding PE12 0XB

Telephone: 01406 380740
www.gibbardtractors.co.uk

€ Fuel-Diesel /Kerosene.

€ 0.42/1.5 Litres per hour.

€  C/W Stainless Steel Flue
 Pipes, plus Fuel Tank.

€ Manufactured in France
 by Deville.

€ Ideal for workshops,
 garages, log cabins etc. 

ARMY SURPLUS STOCK
Unused Deville

Multifuel Heaters

Complete with fuel tank and tools

Price each £350.00  plus vat
(original price to the army-£1,200 p/unit)

Discount available on large quantity purchases

www.ljacksonandco.com
Tel: +44 (0)1302 770485  Fax: +44 (0)1302 770050

E-Mail: sales@ljacksonandco.com



Four of the MFs in Pentland Livestock’s online auction, 
from left: 135 4WD (£17,800), 135 (£11,800), 35X (£7600) and 35 (£6400).  
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Model Ford 2000 Year 1968 Hours 1750 Model David Brown 880 Year 1969 Hours 5000Model MF 175 Year 1967 Hours 5029

THE LINE-UP at auctioneer Pentland Livestock’s online timed vintage sale 
included a total of 26 tractors with the majority, including 10 fine examples 
from a local collection, being in sparkling condition. The star lot was 
undoubtedly a magnificent four-wheel drive Massey Ferguson 135. Equipped 
with a Sekura cab, new tyres and power steering, this show-condition 1973 
Massey tickled the boxes of online buyers, who in a final flurry of bids pushed 
its sale price to a well-deserved £17,800. 
A second concours MF 135, this time with an open-platform and in two-wheel 
drive format, made a highly impressive £11,800. All proceeds from the sale of 
this splendid tractor went to the Royal Scottish Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution charity. This act was made possible by the wonderful generosity of 
local farmer Harold McKeever, who had owned the 1973 MF 135 from new, 
the Ayrshire Vintage Tractor & Machinery Club, whose members had recently 
spent many hours refurbishing the tractor to a high standard, and auctioneer 
Graham Burke of Pentland Livestock, who waived his commission. 
A 1971 MF 165, again repainted, but on this occasion nothing too special, also 
did incredibly well, surging to £9400. A 1967 MF 175 that had mellowed 
following an earlier restoration was another surprisingly strong seller at £9100.  
A nicely refurbished 1968 Ford 2000 with a Fieco cab and a 1964 Massey 
Ferguson 35X with sparkling fresh paint both made £7600. Also worthy of a 
mention was a pretty-looking 1969 David Brown 880 Selectamatic Livedrive 6, 
for which bidding reached a healthy £6500.
TRADE VERDICT Well-restored older classics are obviously in demand and 
buyers seem to be embracing the online sales route. Just over 75 per cent of 
the tractors sold during the auction, with post-sale negotiations securing new 
homes for the remainder by the end of the day. 

Main results
1948 Ferguson TE-20, restored. Tyres F90%/R50%. Very good. £3000

1947 Ferguson TE-20, Continental engine, restored. Tyres F/R90%. Gd.£2500

1955 Ferguson TE-20, Land-Rover TDi engine. Tyres F/R90%. VG. £4300 

1959 Fordson Dexta, restored. Tyres F/R100%. Very good. £4200

1959 MF 35, four-cylinder diesel, restored. Tyres F/R95%. Excellent. £6400 

1963 Fordson Super Dexta, restored. Tyres F/R100%. Very good. £4000

1963 Fordson Super Major, restored. Tyres F/R100%. Good. £5000

1964 NufÞ eld 460, hours? Tyres F90%/R60%. Average. £1550 

1964 IH B-250, cab, front fenders, restored. Tyres F/R95%. Good. £2400 

1964(B) IH B-414 restored. Tyres F/R100%. Excellent. £5700 

1964(B) MF 35X, 8393hrs, three-cylinder, restored. Tyres F/R100%. Exc.£7600 

1967(F) MF 175, 5029hrs, restored. Tyres F60%/R90%. Good. £9100

1968(G) Ford 2000, 1750hrs, restored. Tyres F/R90%. Good. £7600 

1969 (G) DB 880 Selectamatic, 5000hrs, restored. Tyres F90%/R40%. £6500 

1971(K) MF 165, 3254hrs, restored. Tyres F/R90%. Very good. £9400

1973(L) Zetor 4712, 1700hrs, cab. Tyres F/R80%. Good. £2100

1973(L) MF 135 4WD, power steering, Sekura cab.  Tyres F/R100%. Exc.£17,800 

1973 MF 135, 4270hrs, refurbished. Tyres F/R100%. Excellent. £11,800

1978(S) IH 674 c/w Quickie 4060 loader. Tyres F20%/R30%. Average.£4700  
1983(A) Case 1490 2WD, 1184hrs. Tyres F40%R50%. Poor. £2400

Auction Centre Results

Kirriemuir, Angus

Massey 
Fergusons led the field 

in Pentland Livestock’s timed 
online auction of mostly restored classic 

and vintage tractors at Kirriemuir in Angus 
on 23 November. Sandy Cox reports. 

*Note: overall condition and tyre assessments from online photographs.
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Bridge St, Leominster, Herefordshire HR6 8DU

www.carpentergoodwin.co.uk

Phone: 01568 616266

Carpenter Goodwin Ltd

Over 1,000 paint products
for Tractors & Machinery,
Plant & Trailers

IAN GLOVER 
TRACTOR SPARES

TEL: 01827 66087  FAX: 01827 62040
MOBILE: 07836 505833

Email: irglover@btinternet.com
Nationwide Delivery  ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASE IH/FORD/MF/JD/McCORMICK/CLAAS/VALTRA

ENGINE PARTS:CRANKS/HEADS/BLOCKS

4WD AXLE PARTS:DANA SPICER/CARRARO/ZF/CLARKE

TURBOCHARGERS:NEW OR EXCHANGE 2 YEAR WARRANTY

PICK UP HITCHES:NEW OR USED ALL MAKES + MODEL

TYRES/WHEELS NEW + USED

CAB PARTS/GLASS/FENDERS/DOOR FRAMES

FARMING FINANCE
Equipment … Livestock … Feed … Fertiliser … Seed … Cash Flow

Diversi�cation Projects … AgChem … Building … Debt Consolidation

Contact Dean Pollen on 07902 645650 or dean.pollen@ab� td.co.uk
Only available in Engand, Wales & Scotland

€ Finance from £10k to £5m
€ Simple, quick phone application
€ Tenant farmers welcome

€ 6 month to 10 year terms
€ Bad credit history, large debts …  

no problem!

BREAKING FOR SPARES
FORD & NEW HOLLAND

TRACTORS
10, 35, 40, 60 Series

TM, TS, TSA, TL, TLA
New and used parts available

TNT or next day delivery service

MJ ROBINSON TRACTORS LTD
01254 877011/07831 497923

Read, Burnley, Lancs BB12 7RT

READ                      ANYTIME, ANYWHERE                                                       

HYDRAULIC PARTS DIRECT
Tractor Pumps, Spool Valves, Hose Repairs,

Hydraulic Rams & Ram Repair Service
Nationwide collection on units for repair

Fast turn round
For an unbeatable deal contact:

HOWFORD HYDRAULICS
Tel: 01290 551428 Fax: 01290 550549

E-mail: sales@howford-hydraulics.co.uk
www.hydraulicpartsdirect.co.uk

Tractor Tr a d er
BREAKING

NEW IN: MF 4445
CLAAS ARION 640. MF 575 4WD,

595, 698, 699, 1080, 1200,
2645, 2725, 3060, 3070, 

3080, 3630, 3680, 3095, 4370,
6140, 6180, 6480, 6615, 

7495 & 8120. FENDT 716, 933. 
VALMET 6400

RICHARD HOYLAND, W YORKS
01924 252129 or 07710 153603

www.MasseyFergusonTractorBreaker.co.uk

All of our committee and many members farm 
or work with IH equipment to this day, we attend 
shows countrywide when permissible As a member 
you are entitled to discounts from various suppliers,
access to Facebook and website for information and 
assistance, a range of IH club merchandise and you•ll 
receive regular editions of our RedLines Magazine.

Email Secretary Richard Dunning.
rdunning21@googlemail.com  Tel: 07812 341323
or visit IHCGB website.

Our•s is the original and longest
established IH club in the country
formed 5 years ago for Users Fans
and Enthusiasts of all things IH.

MAGNETOS, DYNAMOS &
STARTERS

rebuilt and guaranteed for 3 years.
Components manufactured to sample/drawing.

Full machine shop facilities.

Despite COVID, we are still
open for business.

D.H. Day
Aldrans, Church Hill, Wroughton,

Swindon, Wiltshire SN4 9JR
Tel: 01793 812323   www.dhday.co.uk

E-mail: dhday31@hotmail.com
Quote: Classic Tractor

To advertise call Chris on
0208 639 4412
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Tractor Tr a d er

AUTOCOLOUR & 
INDUSTRIAL COATINGS LIMITED

Paint for all jobs
From painting the parlour 
to restoring an old tractor

Tel: 01782 747100 sales@coatit.co.uk
www.coatit.co.uk

CAB PARTS, PANELS & TRIMS

Mobile: 0788 5077168  International: +44 788 5077168
www.TractorCabSpecialists.com

GREAT EXPORTATIONS LTD

JCB & MATBRO
SANDERSON
Spare Parts 

Genuine and Alternative

Tel: 01666 500094                   Fax: 01666 500194
info@greatexportations.com

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE
The magazine for modern tractors 
& farm equipment

Try 3 issues for just £9.99*
Order now at www.FarmMachineryJournal.co.uk or call 01371 853 634 *UK only by direct debit

NEW & USED PARTS FOR SALE
For Leyland, Nuffield & Marshall Tractors

Tractors for Sale & Wanted
tel: 01609 881710  Mob: 07702 734715
HUNT BROTHERS, Great Smeaton, North Allerton

As you will know, Ferguson Club
members man our stands at

shows,the length and breath of
the country, where we are always

pleased to welcome you and
encourage you to join us..

With the Government still banning
such gatherings due to Covid 19,

we will be unable to welcome
you, but Ferguson Club members
hope you are remaining safe in
the current situation, and you

can still join us on our website at
fergusonclub.com, on Facebook

or by emailing our
NEW Membership Secretary,

Mrs Lynn Turner atmembership@
fergusonclub.com or by phone

01964 562239
It still will be the best £20

you spend this year!

•First choice for the 
genuine IH enthusiast• 

IHHA promotes the preservation and use 
of all IH built and derived equipment.

€ We attend shows across the UK and Europe
€ Has Worldwide membership
€ Members receive 3 colour magazine/newsletter annually
€ Full access to our website to view 100•s 

of IH brochures & sales info
€ Assistance with your DVLA registration

If you are new to IH or a lifelong enthusiast 
the Association has everything for you.

Website: www.ihha.co.uk
Email: Secretary Jacqueline Carpenter … 

secretary@ihha.co.uk
Tel: 07909 978744

International Harvester
Heritage Association

JAPONICA
PRESS

FOR THE LARGEST
RANGE OF BOOKS,
DVDs & MANUALS

ALL FROM 
ONE SUPPLIER

POSTAGE ONLY £1.50
No matter how many items you buy

Low Green Farm, 31 Orchard Lane,
Hutton, Driffield YO25 9PX

Tel: 01377 270209
Email: sales@classictractors.co.uk
Website: www.classictractors.co.uk

Tel: 07714 329023 (day) 01604 882631 (evenings)
Email: trvintage@btinternet.com

Tractors and Implements
Full or Part Restoration
Sand Blasting/Spraying
(Transport can be arranged)

www.trvintagerestoration.co.uk
SEE WEBSITE FOR TRACTORS,

IMPLEMENTS AND PARTS FOR SALE
(stock arriving daily)

T.R. VINTAGE 
RESTORATION



ALLIS CHALMERS

Allis-Chalmers D270, 3 cylinder
diesel, comes with operators
instruction book . £1,650. Tel: 07836
544478. Nottinghamshire. [BCW43]

CASE

Case International 3434B, C reg,
power loader complete with bucket,
power steering, good tyres 60%,
excellent starter, runs and drives well,
mechanically good, includes working
compressor but requires belt, logbook
included, owned since 1994 retirement
forces sales. £2,995. Tel: 07932
854035. West Midlands. [BCW15]

Case 1594, ex-farm, ready for
restoration. Tel: 01747 828272. 
Dorset. [BCW51]

Case 695, 4WD, comes with loader,
c/w bucket and pallet tines, only 
1,713 hours, nice genuine little 
tractor. Tel: 07710 372 273. 
Co Tyrone. [ABW119R] 

Case IH 956 XL, 4WD, 8,500 hours,
good order, 1987, £8,800. May
consider part exchange. Tel: 07713
141967. Wales. [BC]

Case 1494, Hydrashift, 5,820 hours on
a working clock, this is a 1985 model
in very tidy condition for age, rear
tyres excellent, starts runs and drives
well, you are welcome to come and
view or more photos are available by
request, V5 present. £4,950 + VAT
ono. Tel: 07960 866025. Warwickshire
/ Leicester border. [ABW88R]

COUNTY

County 1004, 1968, reg PKE 284F,
serial number 6F 1488, oil changed
new fuel filters, antifreeze, good tread
on tyres, brand new battery, £1,750
spent on recon steering ram and
pump, V5. £8,000 ono, call for details.
Tel: 01548 521278. Devon. [ABW2R]

County tractors, x2, County 1164 TW
and County 1004 Pre Force, very good
condition, email for more details and
price (tractors based in Spain).
j.perezguerra@live.com. Tel: 0034 626
296636. La Rioja, Spain. [ABW91R]

CLAAS

Claas Lexion 460, V750 new drum
and concave, serviced, mint con,
2,500 hrs, £56,000. Tel: 01493 750999,
Norwich. [BCW2]

DAVID BROWN
David Brown 996, 4WD, 1979 with
loader (not attached for 4 years) in
working order, including wipers, would
love restoration and has extensive red
oxide paint few years back, new front
tyres. £3,000 + VAT. Tel: 07767
702324. Carmarthen. [LA]

David Brown 885, with log splitter, 
a useful smallholders tractor. 
Tel: 01747 828272. Dorset. [BCW55]

David Brown Cropmaster, 1952,
petrol, reg’d and running. £2,700. Tel:
01590 681513. New Forest. [BCW68]

David Brown 990 Selectamatic , has
just had fully cosmetic restoration as
well as new clutch and brake shoes,
injectors have been rebuilt and has
had new oil pump and water pump,
everything works as it should, UK
delivery is available. £3,500. Tel:
07543 665108. Axminster. [BCW63]

David Brown 950, taxed, 1961,
restored, including new tyres, runs
well, restored engine, with safety
designed transport box, with bolted
seats to the floor, seatbelts and safety
bar, please call. £POA. Tel: 01547
520502. Shropshire. [LAP303R]

David Brown Cropmaster 4S , 1947,
petrol/paraffin, this tractor has been
fully restored at some point, good
straight tractor, no leaks, runs well,
comes with side panels and a few
spares, selling due to bereavement.
£3,500 ono. Tel: 01295 760932.
Northamptonshire. [ABW25R]

David Brown 990 , Q-cab model,
rusty but very sound. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [BCW56]

David Brown 880 Implematic, good
early restoration, very sound. Tel:
01747 828272. Dorset. [HT14W2R]

David Brown 770 Implematic, a very
original, sound example. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [HT14W4R]

DEUTZ

Deutz D6806, 1978, solid tractor, 
air cooled, starts first time, all glass, 
3 new tyres, 1 back tyre 15%. 
£3,800 ono, no VAT. Tel: 01751
474908. North Yorkshire. [ABW104R]

FERGUSON

Ferguson TEK, 1955, Vineyard tractor
manufactured Banner Lane, Coventry,
fully stripped down and rebuilt, new
starter motor, paintwork good but not
showroom quality, full running order,
cover included. V5 certificate held.
More pictures available. £3,250. Tel:
07748 323930. Penrith. [ABW9R]

TRACTORS
FOR SALE

Hundreds of tractors, implements and parts for sale in Classic Tractor•s fantastic free classified ad section

Tractor Tr a d er
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Ferguson TEF 20, diesel, GWO. 
Tel: 07904 974109. [ABW35R]

Ferguson TE 20, TVO Petrol, GWO.
Tel: 07904 974109. [ABW36R]

Ferguson TED 20, TVO Petrol, GWO.
Tel: 07904 974109. [ABW37R]

Grey Diesel Ferguson, excellent
condition, show or road run. £POA.
Tel: 07860 905520. [ABW16R]

Grey Fergie TED 20, don't know year
but this is one of the early tractors
with the exhaust at the rear, all in good
condition good tinwork, just had full
service included new points, new
condenser, new spark plugs, new 6V
battery, reconditioned starter motor
and re conditioned steering box, starts
runs and drives spot on, located
Pontefract West Yorks. Any questions
call or text Patrick. £1,900 no offers.
Tel: 07821 744425. Pontefract. [AB]

FENDT
Fendt 250V vineyard tractor, 1993,
2WD, new grass tyres, £POA. Tel:
07768 980304. Yorkshire. [LA]

FIAT

Fiat 80-90  DT, 4WD  5,800 hours, 
E reg, 1987  two new tyres, two speed
PTO, owned for 30 years full service
history good condition for age. £7,900
ono. Tel: 07885 298326 or 01675
463224. Warwickshire. [ABW54R]

FORD

Ford TW15, 1988, immaculate, has
been worked indoors for 20 years so
no sign of rust. 10,000 hours, will be
hard pushed to find a model. £35,000
+ VAT. Tel: 0797 447 8358 for further
details. Wotton-under-Edge,
Gloucestershire. [BCW81]

Ford 8210, C reg, 1983, low hours
around 4,000 genuine, straight, honest
and in full use currently original
condition, unaltered with original front
weights Full working order, including
original radio. Tel: 07801 379486.
North Wiltshire. [BCW72]

Ford 3930 , Synchro Shuttle, 2WD,
1991, H reg, 50hp, 3-cylinder engine,
manual gearbox, front weight block,
power steering, drawbar, hydraulic
trailer brake coupling, Sekura Cab.
Brand new tyres: 12.4/11-32 rear,
6.00-16 front. £7,500 + VAT. Tel: 07855
356468. Carmarthenshire. [ABW75R]

Ford 7600, 1979, bottom end engine
re-build and new turbo charger 
six years ago and sat in my barn
since, I have owned 20 years,
metalwork sound all works, good
workhorse or easy restoration, have
V5. £5,000. Tel: 01823 601461.
Taunton. [ABW24R]

Ford 6600, Q cab, c/w PUH, full rear
back window, has water in oil but
starts easily and runs well. £7,500. 
Tel: 07718 367 217. Co Tyrone, 
N. Ireland [ABW117R]

Ford 8210, ex-farm ready for
restoration or work. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [BCW54]

Ford 6610, 1988, excellent original, no
rust, 4 double spools, assistor ram,
PUH, everything works. £15,000 no
VAT. Tel: 07432 013174. [ABW114R]

Ford 6610, 1988, 6,400 hours approx,
good working condition, loader and
McConnel 9 foot topper, no VAT,
£10,900. Tel: 01993 831565. 
Oxfordshire. [ABW20R]

FORDSON

Fordson Power Major, very original
and tidy, starts on the button, comes
with original log book when new in
1958 can be seen working. £2,350.
Tel: 07884 252820. Wisbech. [BCW25]

Fordson E27N, Perkins 6-cylinder,
good runner, barn stored 10 years,
numerous new parts, too many to
mention. £8,500. Tel: 07401 586341.
Swansea. [BCW61]

Fordson Dexta, reconditioned engine,
new wheels and tyres, tin work is all
good, no V5, £3,500. Tel: 07595
036207. Falkirk. [BCW6]

Fordson Major diesel, 1954, good all
round tin work and a good little starter,
good tyres, good condition, drives well
has lights, horn, flashing beacon, V5
registered comes with spare head side
pulley and a box of spares. £3,700 
no VAT, collection only. Tel: 01980
625455. Amesbury. [BCW20]

Fordson Dexta, in good working
order, a good starter, call for more
details, also have a Ford 27N for sale.
Tel: 07890 732546. Notts. [BCP4]

Fordson Super Dexta, 1963, diesel,
totally original c/w log book, excellent
original condition, no new paint work,
no rot at all, runs perfectly. Tel: 07557
343750. Northamptonshire. [ABW5R]

Fordson Dexta, 1961, original, 
one owner and on one farm since
purchased, starts and runs, no visible
oil or water leaks, hydraulics and PTO
working, V5 available, buyer must
collect. £3,900. Tel: 01945 464767.
Wisbech. [ABW23R]

Fordson Major Diesel, needs
restoration, please call with offers. 
Tel: 07743 370461. Staffs. [ABW10R]

Fordson Dexta, good early
restoration, many new parts. Tel:
01747 828272. Dorset. [HT14W5R]
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Fordson model F, built 1923, 95%
complete good barn find. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [HT14W1R]

INTERNATIONAL

International 6588 2+2 Snoopy, this
is one of only 600 built with all the
updates fitted to the later 60 series
2+2 tractors. Currently in USA but
worldwide shipping available, call
Richard. Tel: 07506 766360. [BCW100]

International 1066 turbo diesel,
1974, with 3pt, easily converted to
open station (parts readily available).
Currently in USA but worldwide
shipping arranged at cost, call
Richard. Tel: 07506 766360. [BCW105]

International 4366 6 cylinder turbo
diesel 4 wheel drive tractor, with 3
hydraulic remotes, bareback, 20.8-38
tires with hub duals, 7,200 hours,
currently in USA. Worldwide shipping
available call Richard. Tel: 07506
766360. [BCW101]

International B-414 tractor, c/w
Wessex topper, mechanically good
runs well, 5,000 hours, c/w Wessex 6'
finishing topper. £2,400. Tel: 07850
367464. Swindon. [BCW69]

International B276, 1969, Engine
stripped down for restoration or parts.
£600. Tel: 01630 672302. Market
Drayton, Shropshire. [ABW13R]

International 885XL, 1984, B reg, V5,
miles unknown, new seat cab, first
class and original paintwork bonnet
been painted with new decals, back
tyres new, front tyres not, new starter
and radiator, no oil leaks, torque
amplifier and two speed PTO. £6,950
Tel: 07866 608459. Forfar. [ABW106R]

International Harvester B275, a great
little tractor in perfect running order,
starts every time, linkage and PTO all
working fine, fitted with grass tyres,
selling as bought a JD 2030, viewing
is welcome (with social distancing)
£2,750 no VAT Tel: 07501 637053 or
07501 637053. Dunstable. [ABW120R]

International Super BMD, 1954, a lot
of money has been spent on engine
and spares. Tel: 07480 136728.
Northumberland. [ABP12R]

International 784, 2wd, TA, T Reg,
4,256 hrs, tyres 50%, cab complete,
all works. £2,950 ono. Tel: 01474
852669. Sevenoaks. [ABW19R]

JCB

JCB 435S, 2015, 3,300 hours 50k, 
full spec, very good condition. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [BCW80]

JCB Fastrac 4220, 450 hours, 2018
warranty full spec, as new condition.
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [BCW84]

JCB 403, 2018, 2,700 hours, full cab
and heater, road kit, hyd locking
headstock. Tel: 07976 702858. 
Powys. [ABW49R]

JCB 536 95, 2019, 9.5 metre reach,
1,800 hours, 40k, SRS, full spec. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [ABW95R] 

JCB 419S, 2020, 550 hours, five year/
3,500 hours warranty, Contractor Pro
package, lots of extras. Tel: 07976
702858. Powys. [ABW96R] 

JCB 416S, 2012, 3,700 hours, 40k,
SRS, pick up hitch, extra fuel tank, air
seat, very nice genuine machine. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [ABW111R] 

JCB 520-50, c/w pallet toes, 3rd
service, call John. Tel: 07718 367 212.
Co Tyrone. [ABW118R] 

JCB 3C Mk3, good old machine,
starts on the key, good strong engine
and hyds, well worn on back end, too
good to scrap, comes with 4 buckets,
reasonable offers considered. Tel:
07817 358738. South West. [ABW73R] 

JCB 310S, 2008, 40k, SRS, power
shift, choice of headstock. Tel: 07976
702858. Powys. [ABW112R]

JCB 419S, 2019, 2,000 hours, 50k,
Contractor Pro package. Tel: 07976
702858. Powys. [ABW50R]

JCB 538-60, 2019, 69 reg, 850 hours,
full spec, 145hp, led lights, choice of
headstock. Tel: 07976 702858. 
Powys. [ABW52R]

JOHN DEERE

John Deere 7810, 2003, 9,520hrs,
TLS, RHR, 3 x SCV, tyres all 90%,
later engine, owner driven, maintained
with JD original parts, very good order,
viewing recommended. £42,250 ono. 
Tel: 07917 672839. Enfield. [BCW16]

John Deere 7710, 2000, TLS,
Powershift, 11,250 hours, Michelin
710/60x38,600/60x28 Xeobibs, Sumo
front linkage, serviced and maintained
regardless of cost, runs/drives well.
Tel: 07831 335697. York. [BCW95]

John Deere 2140, early restoration
good example. Tel: 01747 828272.
Dorset. [BCW53]

John Deere 3040, recently restored,
not complete nut and bolt restoration
but close, starts on the button.
£14,000 ono, call for more information.
Tel: 07770 573808. Suffolk. [BCW92]
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John Deere 6910, 2002, f/links and
PTO, Stoll loader. £35,000 Tel: 01493
750999. Norwich. [BCW3]

John Deere 3130, 1978, comes in
good ex-farm condition, good runner
with all glass in the cab. £4,500. Tel:
07730 438469. Suffolk. [BCW9]

John Deere model 2020, used, 2WD
a nice tractor and sort after fitted new
front tyres, it drives really well and
fitted power steering. £4,500. Tel:
07801 037098. Hereford. [ABW22R]

John Deere 110, 1964, 3-speed
transmission, in good working order.
Tel: 07506 766360. [ABW90R]

KUBOTA

Kubota B1200, with rotovator,
excellent condition, 4WD, PTO, 3pt
linkage, good tyres, 500 hours, little
use. £3,600 ono. Tel: 07870 427889. 
Chelmsford, Essex. [ABW44R]

LEYLAND / MARSHALL

Leyland 262 Synchro, 1980, 
2,800 hrs, as new rear wheels and
tyres, cab interior original and
immaculate for age. Does not include
front end weights. £4,950 ono. Tel:
07510 241418. Bristol. [BCW41]

Leyland 154, 1972, unregistered from
new, down swept exhaust, ex-golf
club tractor £2,750 ono. Tel: 01761
453643. Bristol. [BCW42]

MANITOU

Manitou, 7 metre, 2012, 3,300 hours,
hydraulic locking, joystick control. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [ABW97R]

MASSEY FERGUSON

Massey Ferguson 135, 1972, 
2,894 hours, beautiful condition, with
original Flexi cab, excellent paint work,
everything works as it should, good
tyres, V5, £7,000 ono. Tel: 07392
147469. Cheshire. [BCP1]

Massey Ferguson 1155 Wheatland,
1974, genuine 2 owner tractor, straight
from work, fitted big 32” rear rubber, in
USA but worldwide shipping available.
Tel: 07506 766360. [BCW106]

Massey Ferguson 185, 1974, with
loader and Chilton grab, weighted
wheels excellent condition. £9,000
plus VAT. Tel: 07747 445653 or 
01270 522217. [BCW75]

Massey Ferguson 90 Rowcrop
tractor, 3pt linkage and PTO, only
light use since being restored.
Currently in USA. Worldwide shipping
available at cost, call Richard. Tel:
07506 766360. [BCW104]

Massey Ferguson 1500, 4x4,
bareback, very genuine and original
tractor straight from work. Just driven
140 miles! Currently in USA but
worldwide shipping available at cost.
Tel: 07506 766360. [BCW103]

Massey Ferguson 550, with loader,
barn stored, ready for work. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [BCW52]

Massey Ferguson 35, x 2, 4-cylinder,
1958, both running well, left tractor 
in picture, engine recon, original tin
work, right tractor in picture, new
tinwork, reluctant sale. £6,000 for
both, finishing mower 4ft available
also £1,000 very good condition. 
Tel: 01352 732242. Flint. [BCW49]

Massey Ferguson 35, approx 1962,
excellent body work, mechanically
sound, tyres as new, Perkins 3-cyl
diesel engine, used for show with
current owner. Offers around £5,000.
Tel: 07809 429452. York. [BCW27]

Massey Ferguson 2620, GWO. Tel:
07904 974109. [ABW39R] 

Massey Ferguson 135, 1975,
thoroughly overhauled and restored 
to exceptional standard, new pistons,
liners, clutch, all electrics and wiring,
brakes, wheels, tyres, mudguards,
footplates, and much more, 
V5C, delivery possible. £7,900. 
Tel: 07970 918811 or 01483 473154.
Surrey. [ABW59R]

Massey Ferguson 35X, built 1963
completely original and one owner
tractor covered just 3,800 hrs from
new , buff logbook and modern V5,
swing drawbar, this is one for the
collectors. £4,750 + VAT. Tel: 01548
521278. Totnes, Devon. [ABW99R]

Massey Ferguson 3125, very tidy
condition showing approximately
8,500 hours on a working clock, this a
1992 model and has a V5,  viewing
welcome by appointment or more
photos by request. £11,500 + VAT or
near offer. Tel: 01455 221112 or 07960
866025. Leicestershire. [ABW48R]

Massey Ferguson 35, petrol, 1963,
1,600 genuine hours, totally original
and unrestored, in excellent condition,
off a 2 acre nursery, has got to be one
of the cleanest 35’s in the country. Tel:
07557 343750. Towcester. [ABW47R] 

Massey Ferguson 165, diesel, 
good working order. Tel: 07904
974109. [ABW38R] 

Massey Ferguson 35 , 1957, in big
bits, 4-cylinder, diesel, selling for a
friend, bolted together so it rolls, ideal
spares or repair, have V5C with FEU,
any reasonable offer is considered.
Tel: 01299 266549. Kidderminster. [AB]
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Massey Ferguson 30-15, 1990,
period styled lawn tractor, 15hp
engine, and 30 inch cut, engine
services, new oil spark plugs and
filters replaced, cutting deck
overhauled, blades sharpened and
new drive belts all around. £1,100. 
Tel: 07887 695761. Lincoln. [APB3R]

MB TRAC

MB Trac 1500, no rust, tractor
gearbox needs attention, can be sold
"as is" or repaired, engine beautiful
condition, shipping arranged to your
closest port, and included in price,
Whatsapp me for more pics. Tel:
00278 36856488. Caledon. [LAW2R]

NEW HOLLAND

New Holland TM 155, 56 reg, Power
Command, cab and front suspension,
front linkage and PTO, 8,300 hours.
£21,000 + VAT. Tel: 07791 259768.
Shropshire. [BCW13]

NUFFIELD

Nuffield 4/65, 1969, been on log
splitter last 20 years, needs change of
gasket which I have, can be seen
running, could be the best original in
country. Duncan cab, no bumps or
paint jobs, never let me down, contact
me for more details £2,000, no offers.
Tel: 01556 670316. Crossmichael,
Dumfries & Galloway. [BCW28]

Nuffield Universal 3, very original, 
a good sound example. Tel: 01747
828272. Dorset. [HT14W3R]

Nuffield 10/60, tractor is in excellent
condition, show or road run. £POA.
Tel: 07860 905520. [LAW77R]

RENAULT

Renault 61-12 RS, rare tractor, only
313 made, 1985, 2,513 hours,
exceptional condition throughout,
complete with a Farmhand loader,
thought to be the only one in the UK.
More photos available. No VAT. Tel:
07795 518903. Suffolk. [BCW14]

UNIVERSAL

Universal 640 SD, 1985, one owner
from new, recently overhauled, like
new, lots of new parts. Phone calls
only please. Tel: 07470 474774. 
Co Tyrone, N Ireland. [BCW38]

OTHER MAKES

Fowler FD3 crawler, early model,
runs well, with spare parts, engine,
gearbox, final drives etc. Tel: 07718
327999. Gloucestershire. [BCW73]

Michigan loading shovel, offers
around £5,000, good runner. Tel:
07831 318387. Essex. [ABW18R]

Mapro Forklift, good runner, offers in
region of £2,000. Tel: 07831 318387.
Essex. [ABW17R] 

Siromer 204S, 4WD , excellent
condition only used for topping,
regularly serviced, always kept
indoors, 440 hours from new, c/w 4
foot topper in good order. £3,500. Tel:
07963 172801 or tracjond@aol.com.
Wrexham, North Wales. [ABW24R]

Case 1455, with air con, private 
buyer, needs to be in good condition,
£POA. Tel:  07980 598686.
Herefordshire. [BCW39]

John Deere 00, 10, 20 and 30 Series
tractors, Norfolk farmer requires. 
Email Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk, or call
01493 750999. Norwich. [BCW89]

Fendt tractors, Norfolk farmer wants
all models of Fendt, email details to
farm@murrell1.plus.com, Tel: 01493
750999. Norfolk. [BCW90]

John Deere 4240s, registration A676
RTS, it was purchased new in 1983
from T. M. Simpson of Ceres, Fife by
an estate in Perthshire where it spent
it’s working life before being sold to
Agricar, Perth in 2007. I would like to
know where the tractor is now and any
information greatly appreciated. 
Tel: 07823 556417. Perth. [BC]
John Deere 4755 or a 4955, but 
must have a corner post exhaust all
welcome If you have or know of one
that someone may part with, please let
me know. Tel: 00353 876750140.
Ireland. [BC]
County 1124, 1004, six cylinder
tractor wanted. Tel: 07548 106703.
East Yorkshire. [BC]
Ford Super Dexta , blue/orange, must
be in good condition. Top price paid.
Tel: 01473 890236. Ipswich. [LA]
John Deere 7810, with or without
front linkage, must be good condition.
Cornwall. Tel: 07855 302902 or
phfarming@btinternet.com. [LA]
Massey Ferguson 35 petrol, 1964,
reg no CNP 158B, sold in Tenbury
Wells market in 1997, would like to
know its whereabouts. Tel: 07870
559146. Worcs. [LA]

New Holland 110-90 Turbo, reg plate
R275NEP, I am trying to find my old
one, it was sold to Reavalley tractors
in 1989 it had a sticker above the
windscreen ‘New Holland mean
machine’. Can anyone help?
Tel: 07976 702858. [KLW50]

Volvo BL71 wheeled digger, other
makes also considered, email
Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk, or call
James. Tel: 01493 750999. [GHW111]

Norfolk Farmer requires John Deere
100 & 10 Series tractors, email your
machine to Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk,
or call 01493 750999. [FGW60]

Zetor 3045, 3545 or 5545, wanted in
any condition. Email: wielmunckhof
@gmail.com. Tel:  0031 655 955866.
Melderslo, Netherlands. [EFW12]

Zetor 3045 or 3545, looking for
private collection, please contact me
wielmunckhof@gmail.com or Tel: 0031
6559 55866. Venlo, Netherlands. [LA]
Massey Ferguson wanted, 698/699
or 3070/3080, any reasonable
condition considered. Tel: 07885
482636. Aberdeenshire. [HI]
Belle 761 skid steer loader, for parts
or whole machine call anytime on
07754 123857 or email p.sharland@
btinternet.com. North Devon. [IJ]
Nuffield/Leyland wanted for
smallholding, small amount of work
not objected to. Tel: 07572 060199.
Rotherham. [GH]
Massey Ferguson FE35, must be in
good condition. Tel: 01286 671334.
North Wales. [BC]

Massey Ferguson 135, i am
searching for my Grandfather's MF
135, registration - HTD 976F. He sold it
in the Preston area around 1978, any
information on its whereabouts would
be much appreciated, please feel free
to contact me on 07840 563315.
Lancashire. [BC]

LOST & FOUND

TRACTORS
WANTED
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Case LA, looking for my Grandad's
old Case LA tractor seen in this late
1940's. Reg number NPU 636. If
anyone knows any information on 
this tractor or its whereabouts please
contact me. Tel: 07841 873629.
Maldon, Essex. [BCW94]

Fordson Major, we aren’t looking to
buy the tractor, it just has sentimental
value to my Dad and would be
amazing to find it. it was sold from my
Granda, Willie Gronkowski, Blacklaw
Farm, Dogshillock, Aberchirder,
Aberdeenshire in 1993. We think it
sold for £500! The reg as you can see
is ASE 634B. Any help would be
hugely appreciated. Call pamela on
07814 427448. [ABW26]

Looking for the whereabouts of an
M-B Trac 800 reg no CFH 748Y.
Previously had a distinctive window
sticker on top of the windscreen 'wake
up with a young farmer'. Sold to Emyr
Evans dealership in Denbigh, Wales
and then believed to have been sold
on to a new owner in Preston. If any
idea of its whereabouts, please get in
touch, we'd like to see a picture of
how it is now and possibly see again.
Please contact George. Tel: 07766
733273 or e-mail georgejones2006@
icloud.com [JKW16]

Ford 6600, reg number DSR 757V, do
you own it or know its whereabouts?
My family acquired it new in May
1980. It had a Duncan Supercab, Dual
Power, flexible ends, and a pick-up
hitch. It is currently taxed and the last
log book was issued on 8 March 2016.
I would be interested in finding it. Tel:
07540 635435. [AB]
Fordson Power Major, registration
wbl465 year 1960, help wanted tracing
this tractor, please phone. Tel: 07548
106703. Berkshire. [AB]
Looking for the whereabouts of
Fordson Standard N, Reg JRF118,
green wide wings, 1940, split rim,
24”rears, E27N block, engine mounted
toolbox, sign written, Mr E Ward,
Coalpool farm, sold at Wintertons
auction, Lichfield, 1987, with buff log
book, was restored when sold and ran
well, I have history to it. Tel: 07808
855076. [EF]
Trying trace a tractor that use to
belong on my Dad’s farm based in Ely,
Cambs, he brought it new in 1982 
 its a International 885xl 2wd. Email:
jordanjack25dennis@gmail.com [JK]

Mercedes E320 (A124) LHD,
imported car from Texas, USA in 2017,
owned for 4 years, 92,000 miles runs
beautifully but roof inoperative, leak
from rear bow lock cylinder. Service
history from my ownership, including
6k USD service at Houston MB in
2015 (10k miles ago). Tel: 07522
978741. Banchory. [BCW8]

Defender TD5, bespoke full rebuild,
2003, like new, £24,000 + VAT,
www.jmurrell.co.uk. Tel 01493 
750999. [BCW87]

Fiat Elnagh motor home, 6 berth
diesel, 22k miles, shower, separate
toilet, bike rack, new tow bar, large
boot space, complete with awning
and many extras, very good condition,
must be seen. £19,500. Tel: 07815
734651. Malton. [ABP4R] 

Toyota Hilux, 4wd double cab active
spec, 2012, very tidy, 15,000 miles,
one owner, well cared for, serviced,
new MOT.  £12,500 + VAT. Tel: 07740
683113. Cheltenham. [ABW124R]

Case 488 excavator, 8t,  on good
tracks with 2 buckets, 7,000 hours.
£9,500. Tel: 07718 367 214. 
Co Tyrone. [ABW116R]

Neuson digger, 2t mini digger,
retractable tracks, 3 buckets, 
3,400 hours, full glass cab very good
tracks. Tel: 07976 702858. [ABW100R] 

Massey Ferguson 825, 12ft cut, 
good working order, 1985, very tidy
only 1,552 engine clock hrs  used
2020 harvest, Perkins 6 cylinder turbo
engine,  hard to find this tidy, no time
wasters. Tel: 07944 640696.
Lincolnshire. [ABW32R] 

Komatsu PC20, with steel tracks,
1998, little used, all parts working well.
£4,500 ono. Tel: 07934 448127.
Gloucestershire. [ABW30R] 

Billy Goat hover/leaf sucker, with
Honda engine, in good working order,
big save on new. Tel: 07976 702858.
Powys. [ABW51R]

Breeze TGA  4 mobility scooter, my
late father's price and joy, very good
condition, went to many a ploughing
match and farm sale, even rolled the
pit, very good ride and grip  as large
tyres and great suspension, fully road
legal, sad to see her go. Was £4,500
new, now £1,200 ono. Tel: 07811
013868. Flintshire. [ABW34R]

Rough terrain mobility buggy,
Tramper Mk 2, twin headlamp , 4 and
8mph, twin left and right switchable
throttle activation, full lights and
indicators,  2 new batteries can be
fitted for £200 extra bargain, save
£4,500 on new, £2000. Tel: 01548
521278. Devon. [LAW90R]

Metro 6R4 rally car wanted , any
condition private buyer. Other rally
cars considered. Tel: 07921 188931.
Penrith. [DE]

Car, van or motorbike, anything
considered in any condition, pre
1990's, private buyer, cash payment.
Tel: 07891 500116 or email
harley1824@gmail.com.
Northumberland. [IJW29]

Jeep in any condition, please get 
in touch, I will pay good prices and
interested in all conditions, please call.
Tel: 01548 521278. Devon. [IJW21]

Willy’s jeep, or similar, all conditions,
good price paid, I am easy going with
no pressure, call anytime. Tel: 01548
521278. Totnes, Devon. [ABW98]

Land Rovers wanted, Series 1, 2, 3,
Defenders, anything considered,
nationwide, cash on collection. Tel:
07775 203208. Norfolk. [ABW121]

Military Jeep or post war, any age or
condition, good price paid, no quibble
quick decision, payment before
collection, easygoing non-pressurizing
buyer, call anytime on home number.
Tel: 01548 521278. Devon. [DEW21]

JCB Fastrac wanted, any condition,
spare or repair, engine or gearbox
fault, private buyer, cash waiting, will
travel. Tel: 07921 188931. Penrith. [FG]
Land Rover Series 2 or 3, wanted in
any condition with/without MOT, can
travel and pay cash, please call. Tel:
07860 259442. West Midlands. [DE]
JCB 3CX Sitemaster wheeled digger,
email Info@jamesmurrell.co.uk, James
Tel: 01493 750999. Norwich. [AB]
Bedford CF2, with 2.0L Opel engine
or diesel, any condition. Tel: 07860
393980. Ipswich. [BC]
Bedford Vauxhall Suzuki Rascal
pickup truck wanted, Tel: 07885
681366. Ware. [HI]

OTHER VEHICLES
WANTED

OTHER VEHICLES
FOR SALE
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Unimog 904, wanted three way tipper
ram for this vehicle, approx 30cms
long, any help appreciated. Tel: 07710
777484. [LA]
Old cars, motorbikes, even
aeroplanes wanted, pre 1970s, any
condition at all. Tel: 07785 391874.
skyhighdesigner@yahoo.co.uk. [BC]
Peugeot 504 pick-up, please call if
you can help. Tel: 07836 220803.
Coventry. [HI]

Bale Spike, 3 point linkage, heavy
duty. £130. Tel: 01630 672302. Market
Drayton. [ABW12R]

Massey Ferguson 20-8 baler, 1958,
in immaculate condition, any
inspection welcome, no be missed,
call now. £2,400 ono. Tel: 07889
104055. Bottlesford, Notts. [LAP27R]

East Yorkshire Ransomes C79
cultivator, 13 tine, 10ft 6" wide. 
£300 + VAT. Tel: 01482 875282.
Cottingham. [ABW64R]

Nuffield mini loader, complete, just
waiting to be mounted. Tel: 07985
854393. Cheshire. [BCW17]

Kersten PTO driven sweeper with
hydraulic collector box, bought new
in March 2020 suit compact tractor
from 25hp width of brush 1.5m have
more photos, please call. Tel: 07771
834857. Norwich. [ABW79R]

Massey Ferguson 880 front power
loader, with bale spike, bucket and
accessories can be seen working on
MF 168, open to offers. Tel: 01270
524579. Nantwich. [ABW83R]

Massey Ferguson 80 loader, lift and
tilt rams and linkage, £75 each,
Various cast counter weights, from
100 -300kg, offers. Tel: 07522 929336.
Somerset. [LA]

Front end loader, for a Fordson Dexta
tractor, would consider a Dexta with 
a loader, Yorkshire area only please.
Tel: 01904 704659. York. [AB]
JCB pallet forks for 4:1 bucket 
mid-eighties machine wanted, 
please let me know if you have
anything available. Tel: 07592 614051.
Westbury-On-Severn, Gloucester. [LA]
Front loader and brackets, for 
JD 6810, JD or other, all considered
will collect/remove if required.
Tel: 07745 131990. [LA]

Bomford 467 hedgecutter, 3 point
linkage cable control. £1,200. Tel:
07843 729006. Oxfordshire. [BCW1]

Countax C300H, ride-on-lawn
mower, V5C, new Kawaski engine
fitted just two years ago, new clutch
early this year, well maintained. 
£800 ono. Tel: 07901 600431.
Lakenheath, Suffolk. [BCP3]

Ranger Mk3 three gang mowers,
£350, all wheels and tyres included
(photo shows one missing) in good
working order, used on cricket ground.
Tel: 01460 73734. Somerset. [BCP8]

Fleming 6ft topper, in good condition,
done little work, 2 spare blades. £900.
Tel: 07985 916083. East Yorks. [BCP7]

Maschio Barbi hammer flail topper,
has been stored inside, excellent
condition, 2m wide suitable for
tractors with 30hp and above. 
£1,800 ono. Tel: 01923 260856.
Rickmansworth. [ABW3R]

Claas 9100 butterfly mowers,
complete set very little work. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [ABW87R]

McConnel PA55E Hy Reach, joy stick
control, power slew, GWO. Tel: 07976
702858. Powys. [ABW89R]

Bomford B 577 hedge cutter,
cable controls and linkage mounted,
1.2m flail head, good working order. 
£3,500 + VAT. Tel: 01482 87528. 
East Yorkshire. [ABW68R]

Wheelhorse C105 ride on mower,
10hp Kohler engine, 8-speed with high
and low gearbox, good tyres, drawbar
with ball hitch, mower deck needs a
couple of welds, but works fine,
engine just been serviced, use or
restore this classic tractor. Tel: 07979
533277. West Lothian. [ABW8R] 

John Deere 112 ride on lawnmower,
ready for work or play. Tel: 07506
766360. [ABW93R]

Ransomes 2-furrow plough, good
metal, incl parts to make into 3-furrow.
Tel: 07973 17993. Beds. [ABW21R] 

Ransom  reversible 2-furrow
plough, new skim boards and points,
wings and points included, offers. Tel:
07973 747198. Leics. [ABW29R] 

Worthington 3-cylinder high
pressure pump, complete with
pressure regulator, 3 x 1 plungers,
turns okay, no frost damage plated,
collector’s item. £295. Tel: 01502
561657. Lowestoft. [ABP1R]

Hardi Mega LPZ 24m sprayer, 1999,
1,200 litre, full working order, bought
from John Rhodes sprayers two years
ago, sprayed 80 acres cereals last two
years, tidy machine. £3,450 + VAT. Tel:
07768 416669. West Wales. [BCW7]
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Hi Spec 3000 gallons, c/w rain gun,
good condition, Choice of two. Tel:
07976 702858. Powys. [ABW123R] 

JPM 14t multi purpose trailers,
drop side and fixed in stock. 
Tel: 01493 750999. Norwich. [BCW4]

Ifor Williams GX126, 12 x 6, 2017,
ramp, 3.5t, good tyres, floor, spare
wheel, kept inside tidy. Tel: 07973
117993. [BCW78]

3/4t steel tipping trailer, possibly
Marston, strong, tidy condition. 
Tel: 07973 117993. [BCW79]

King 4 axle low loader trailer, 1999,
one owner from new, very well
maintained on 19.5 tyres suitable for
special types use, capable of up to 
60 ton. £11,000 ono, Ballymena NI for
more details please call. Tel: 02825
656302 or 07762 426097. [BCW40]

Original classic Wheatley 4t tipping
trailer, 1971 maker’s plate, floor 80%
good, needs attention, steel extension
sides, good working order. £1,250 ono.
Tel: 07768 757601. E. Yorkshire. [BC]

JPM 14t drop side multi-purpose
trailer, 6t Ramps. £9,950. Tel: 01493
750999. www.jmurrell.co.uk. 
Norwich. [BCW11]

New high speed JPM 16t dump
trailer, £12,000, Tel: 01493 750999.
Norwich. [BCW5]

2t tipping trailer, ideal for a small
holding or a stable yard.  £1,100  ono.
Tel: 07792 860536. Leics. [ABW84R] 

Green tech hi tip trailer, flotation
tyres, in very good condition. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [ABW86R] 

Indespension GT 8x4 goods trailer,
new unused, hitch lock, fixed spare
wheel, dual voltage LED lights, barn
stored from new.  £1,700.  Tel: 07774
428853. [ABW85R]

Hydraulic tipping trailer, 3t, all of the
wood was replaced three years ago.
£1,000 ono. Tel: 01923 260856.
Rickmansworth. [ABW4R] 

Ifor Williams GX126 plant trailer,
12 foot x 6 foot, 3,500kg, twin axle,
deep chassis, full-width loading ramp,
lockable drawbar coupling, tyres:
155/70R12C, new spare. £2,300 +
VAT. Tel: 07855 356468.
Carmarthenshire. [ABW76R]

Tye tipping 10t trailer, wooden drop
sides, used for grain only, kept inside,
solid straight trailer with very good
tyres with screw up stand, hydraulic
brakes grain shoot and lights. Tel:
07968 090662. N Yorks. [ABW72R] 

King tri axle commercial low
loader, 21' x 8'3" deck 3' beaver with
6' ramps, 24t , air suspension and
brakes, hydraulic ramps, new HD
hitch professionally installed, brakes,
and suspension require overhaul, very
strong commercial trailer, just moved
50 big bales. £6,500 no VAT. Tel:
07745 131990. Cheshire. [ABW55R]

Indespension GT26206 trailer,
2.6t gross, 2010,  good tyres, brakes,
lights, 10’x5’8”internal. Tel: 07973
117993. Bedfordshire. [ABW60R]

Redrock 24t tri axle low loader,
hydraulic brakes, hydraulic ramps,
recent new Keruing boards, bucket
well on rear, c/w a new set of tyres,
21' bed 5' beaver 8'3" wide, fully
operational good brakes, new trailer
so now for sale. £8,500 no VAT. Tel:
07745 131990. Cheshire. [ABW56R]

AW trailer, 16t, commercial axle,
spring draw bar, choice of wheels. 
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [ABW14R]

Farmer and contractor requires 
12-20t Agri dump trailers. Email:
details to farm@murrell1.plus.com. 
Tel: 07770 692891. Norwich. [LAW7]

JJ Brosh planter, Onion Microbulb
planters capture and position the
tooth without damaging it at the
desired depth and dosage. Its high
efficiency, low maintenance and ease
of use make it an essential tool for any
onion producer, five rows pneumatic
onion planter mounted at 25cm 
(work width 150) with micro granulator
for 5-6 bodies mounted, 5-row sowing
machine and electronic control, we
have 2 versions form 2016 year and
2018 year, we buy them for closed
business line, call Javier Pena from
Spain. Company Pesquero Verde el
ALto (vegenat SA) jpena@
fincapesquero.es. Tel: 0346 96515035
(Whatsapp is preferred). [BCW67]

Bamford FY3 muck spreader, in
genuine condition and works well. 
Tel: 07896 084937. Ashbourne,
Derbyshire. [BCW19]
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Howard Delta HSF500H Terra Disc,
S/A Lemken Kristall 9, very good
condition, £7,000. Tel: 01493 750999.
Norwich. [BCW86]

Vintage towing dolly/ambulance,
working order, I have used this over
the years would go well in a collection,
£350. Tel: 07980 472329. Highbridge,
Somerset. [BCW26]

Potato spinner, wheel driven, could
be refurb for work but probably better
exhibit/garden feature. £150. Tel: 07889
896872. Herefordshire. [ABW107R] 

McConnel Swingtrim XL, 2019,
joystick control. Tel: 07710 372273.
Co Tyrone. [ABW115R]

Browns flat 8 bale sledge, used 
until last year, new wheel fitted. 
£300. Tel: 07889 896872.
Herefordshire. [ABW108R] 

Major Muckout 750, muck spreader,
nice, clean, straight machine,
mechanically and bodily sound.
£3,000 ono. Tel: 07817 358738. 
South Wales. [ABW74R]

Carrier seed drill, 3.5m, good
condition. £350. Tel: 07818 810268.
Colchester. [ABW70R]

Seed drills, Thomas and Son,
Barnstaple 3 tiller and L R Knapp & Co
'The Monarch' two horse corn drill,
reasonable condition, good projects.
Tel: 07775 558660. Taunton. [AB]

Hi Spec 18m3 diet feeder, relined
and new paddle rubbers, transport
available. Tel: 07895 003335.
Ballymoney. [ABW77R] 

Marshall 70 manure spreader,
working order but body needs some
repairs. £300 + VAT. Tel: 01482
875282. East Yorkshire. [ABW67R] 

Howard E60 rotavator, working order,
hood needing repairs. £150 + VAT. Tel:
01482 875282. E Yorkshire. [ABW65R] 

Vicon RSL-1605 fertiliser spreader,
1,500kg capacity, 12 to 24m. Tel:
01482 875282.  E Yorks. [ABW62R]

Kuhn feeder mixer, good working
order. Tel: 07904 974109. [ABW40R] 

Taylor yard scaper, reversible, vgc,
has had little use. £150. Tel: 07706
922705. North Lincs. [BC]
Ferguson T20 potato spinner,
correct drive fitting, needs some
restoration. £175. Ferguson T20 finger
bar mower, two knives, knife wooden
scabbard, swathe board stands,
always been dry stored, in excellent
condition. £350. Tel: 07984 884429.
Bedfordshire. [BC]
Danarm 110 chainsaw, with 19" and
22" blades, all complete but hasn't
been started for 20 years.  £50. 
Tel: 07779 140285. Totnes. [BC]

Front end loader, for a new Fordson
Dexta tractor, would consider a Dexta
with loader, Yorkshire area only. Tel:
01904 704659. York. [AB]
Kearsley of Ripon mower, horse
drawn or tractor, anything Kearsley.
Tel: 01845 567412. Thirsk. [LA]
Mengele forage harvester, main
drive belt unused, please call if you
can help. Tel: 01668 216285.
Northumberland. [LA]

Bamford’s heavy iron tractor seat,
real super rare vintage genuine, £125
+ 15 post. It is heavy. Tel: 07980
105313. Derby. [BC]

Fendt, Trelleborg 520/85R42 &
480/70R30 wheels and tyres,
call for more. £4,500. Tel: 01493
750999. Norfolk. [BCW85]

Row crop wheel 380/85/38 suit JCB
Fastrac, adjustable centres, as new.
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [BCW102]

MF combine dual wheels
460/85R42, with clamps. £1,000. Tel:
01493 750999. Norwich. [BCW88]

Kormoran Land Pro 12.4-32
Agricultural tyre, 10% approx tread
remaining, sound tyre. £80. Tel: 07855
356468. Carmarthenshire. [BCW96]

Stomil Olsztyn 12.4-32 Agricultural
Tyre, 50% approx tread remaining,
sound tyre. £150. Tel: 07855 356468.
Carmarthen. [BCW97]

BKT tyres, 18.4 × 30, 12-ply new
condition. £550 ono. Tel: 07952
592646. Falkirk, Scotland. [BCW22]

Tyre 185/75R/16C, Chorley area, 
call for more info. Tel: 07773 467079.
Chorley. [BCW37]

Rear wheel weights, 4 of + bolt
spacers, off 28" wheels International
B414, delivery possible. £240 + VAT.
Tel: 07831 201285. Chester. [BCW62]

Original 'India Farm Tractor' tyres,
pair, 10 x 28 12mm tread left, fit 
Fergie 20.  £50. Tel: 07779 140285.
Totnes. [BCW57]

Assorted wheels and tyres, 21
various, for ride on mowers, JD, MTD,
etc. £200 ono. Tel: 07890 732546.
Newark, Notts. [BCP5]

Dual wheels, 12.4 / 11-36 pair of
Goodyear / pair of Kelly Springfield
and one Pirelli (tyre) stored indoors,
good condition. Offers welcome, need
gone ASAP, please call Tony. Tel:
01728 603078. Suffolk. [BCW10]

Pair of Goodyear 13.0/65-18 tyres
and wheels, from NH combine. £150.
Tel: 07732 599805. Cheshire. [ABW57R]

Iron front wheels, for Standard
Fordson, pair of row crop wheels, 8.3
x 44 includes, tyre, rims and eight hole
centres, in fair condition, both cheap
to clear. Tel: 01832 737915. [AB]
Wheels and tyres, pair of tractor rear
wheels and tyres, 13.6 x 38 to fit Case
IH, MF DB tyres, 25%. Tel: 07970
839323. Carmarthen. [BC]

WHEELS AND
TYRES

SEATS

IMPLEMENTS
WANTED
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Leyland/Ford wheel, with 12/38, 70%
6plt tyre. £150 ono. Tel: 07885298326
or 01675 463224. Warks. [ABW101R] 

Goodyear Super Traction radial
16.9-34 tyres and stocks dual
wheels, 60% tread, ideal for classic
tractor, no clamps for duals £650. Tel:
07732 599805. Cheshire. [ABW58R]

Wheel rim to match (A) 14 x 30
Whitlock, Wheel B 14 x 30 JCB 4D,
loading shovel wheel Goodyear tyre.
Inflated but not the best. £Offers. 
Tel: 07961 451348. [IJW72]

Massey Ferguson 34" PAVT wheels
wanted, in good original or restored
condition, ideally with tyres. Tel: 07593
945692. Cambridge. [ABW6]

Avon 10ply flotation tyres 10.5/85-15
for a Marshall 4.5t trailer, 1980s. Email:
alanrickerby@icloud.com. [IJW41]

24"wheels/rims, with 2 scallops and
tyre locking rings. Tel: 00 31
455320246. Netherlands. email:
hansipeter@ziggo.nl. [GHW147]

Goodyear Super Traction Radial
tyres wanted , size 18.4 x 38, new or
unused, preferably a pair but one
would do, top price paid. Tel: 07881
916 006 or 01205 820 914. Boston,
Lincolnshire. [GH]

Two tyres for 1946 Gunsmith 3
wheeled horticultural tractor, new or
used, Dunlop 6.00 x 22” 9AA53957
The Gunsmith is presently being
refurbished having been restored
some years ago, after which it won
prizes at several shows, once
complete it will be on the market here
in central Scotland. Tel:
07860423830. Alyth, Scotland. [BC]
Rear turf wheels and tyres, for David
Brown 990 current tyres are 12.4
32. Tel: 07799 348222. [LA]

Pair of doors for Lambourne cab,
came off Ford 5000. £100. Tel: 07779
140285. Totnes. [BCW58]

TW15 Super Q cab, restored to a very
high standard, the cab comes with
roof lining, heater matrix, front and
side windows, side trim, steering
column and dash panels, no rot,
Located Devon. £3,500 + VAT. Tel:
07841 902007. Crediton. [ABW61R] 

Fordson Winsam cab, came off a
Power Major, cab includes both doors
and all body panels, comes with some
glass, but most has been replaced
with Perspex, buyer to collect, can
help load. £300 or sensible offers. 
Tel: 07762 712427. Derby. [ABW33R] 

Ford 4000 safety cab, 1975,
complete all glass and rubber good
hard top, can't get in the garage with it
on, its tractor can be seen. Tel: 01229
885253. Ulverston Cumbria. [BC]

IH 585/685XL cab , in good condition
and good working order. Tel: 01548
830302. Devon. [LA]

Gardiner Marshall 3.75 KVA
generator, with Petter AC1 motor, 
on metal wheels, 110/240 volt, was
running, won’t start, needs cleaning
out, dry stored, 1950s. Tel: 07796
936203. Newbury. [BC]

Fordson Major engine, very good
runner has just had a service, UK
shipping is available. Please call for
more info. £500. Tel:  07543 665108.
Axminster. [BCW33]

Leyland 270 engine, for spares, good
block & head, seized on crank. £175. Tel:
07732 599805. Cheshire. [ABW53R] 

Turbo for John Deere 7530
Premium, in very good condition.
£750 ono. Tel: 07952 592646.
Scotland. [BCW23]

International obsolete parts for
Bradford built Tractors; steering box
bearings, bushes, shafts, seals, cross
shaft pegs.  Transfers, trackrod boots,
tractor meters, check chains, levelling
boxes, axle pins/bushes. B250,
275/414 handbrake repair kits, many
other mechanical parts. Tel: 01524
751220. Lancs. [BCW59]

IH hand brake repair kits, for
International Harvester B250, B275
and B414 tractors.  276 and 434, air
cleaner hoses, circuit breakers and
more obsolete parts for Bradford built
tractors. Tel: 01524 751220 or 0777
4579609. Lancs. [BCW60]

Ford 2/3/4/5/7000, 3/4 plugs to suit
loader bolt holes, also door latches,
handles weight frames and bolts. 
Tel: 07811 907317. Staffs. [BCP14]

David Brown 900 series tractor
quicke loader brackets, suitable for
david brown 990, 995 or 996 tractors
(N.B. May fit other David Brown/Case
IH tractor ranges/models too...) good
condition. £300. Tel: 07855 356468.
Carmarthen. [BCW98]

Pallet of unused parts for
Ransomes 103 and 110 ploughs,
includes short landsides, discs, legs,
mouldboard with mounting arm and
stays, coulter stalk, trip/pull handle
(for103). £75 the lot. Tel: 07976
801062. Bishop's Stortford. [BCW76]

International 275/250 front and rear
wheel weights, and front inside
bonnet weight £100 Also 10
international wafer weights and frame.
£Offers. Tel: 07841 476283 / 01363
82253. Crediton, Devon. [BCW32]

Safety frame for David Brown 780,
in good condition. £150. Tel: 07563
690271. Manchester. [BCP15]

Case 47kg weight , came off a 5150,
may suit others x 6 available. £60
each. Tel: 07957 804652. Market
Drayton. [BCW29]

Cummins 6BTA 5.9, has just been
fully rebuilt, for more info call 07543
665108. Axminster. [BCW34]

Leyland weights, x 6, £60 each slice.
Tel: 07957 804652. Market 
Drayton. [BCW30]

Set of 6 wheels weights, for 
Fordson Major, includes the two
starter weights and most nuts and
bolts. £450. Tel: 07738 951502.
Northamptonshire. [AB]

VARIOUS OTHER 
PARTS FOR SALE

ENGINES AND
GENERATORS

CABS WANTED

CABS, CAB PARTS,
PANELS & GLASS

WHEELS AND
TYRES WANTED

P
lace your ads free online at 

w
w

w
.classictractorm

agazine.co.uk



140 CLASSIC TRACTOR February 2021

Ford weight carrier with toolbox,
good condition, will hold 10 suitcase
weights, removed from 7610, comes
with fixing bolts £100. Tel: 07913
723949. Monmouthshire. [BCW47]

Lower mounting loader bracket
only, Leyland 154, see centre of
photo. Tel: 07985 854393. 
Frodsham. [BCW18]

David Brown Cropmaster diesel
engine block, in crack free order with
all original caps, £POA, a TVO engine
block also in excellent order same as
the diesel one price crank and other
bits if requested at extra cost also
reconditioned diesel Simms starter
and flywheel if required and TVO the
same getting very rare items to find
contact. Tel: 01484 845652. West
Yorkshire. [ABW43R] 

Tarrup 307 MO/CO gearbox, good
condition, slight oil leak, offers. Tel:
07759 217851. Warrington. [ABW121R] 

John Deere 30 Series tractor top
link, suitable for John Deere 1630,
2030 or 2130 tractors (N.B. May fit
other John Deere ranges/models
too…) adjustable, CAT I/II ball ends,
good condition. £40. Tel: 07855
356468. Carmarthenshire. [ABW103R] 

Engine protection kit, to suit older
type of engine, with pull stop, call for
more info. Tel: 07793 889831.
Scunthorpe. [ABW122R]

Drott weight, weight been used on
back of loader tractor for years. £100
no VAT. Tel: 07889 896872.
Herefordshire. [ABW109R]

Fordson Major front lift arms with
rams . £250 ono. Tel: 07818 810268.
Colchester. [ABW69R]

E27N petrol / TVO fuel tank, been
professionally repaired, no leaks, good
condition. £200. Tel: 07788 730619.
Salisbury. [AB]
Fordson Major fuel tank,
professionally repaired, good
condition, no leaks. £80. Tel: 07788
730619. Salisbury. [AB]
Various Ford parts, for sale to fit 
10 Series, 30 Series and TW, please
phone for full list and price. Tel: 07764
151082. N. Yorks. [BC]
Brackets, to fit McConnel Hy Reach
extra plus, for MF 2640, 80, 2720
ranger, and also set to fit Ford 6600
and County 6600 ranger, tractor
weights for MF 2640 -2720. £POA. 
Tel: 07502 661861. Northants. [BC]
Various David Brown parts,
990,996,880,780,885,770,950,
Implematic and Selectamatic hydraulic
pumps, gearboxes, crankshafts,
pistons, all sorts available many parts
on the shelf, give me a call we will
probably have what you need. Tel:
07543 665108. Axminster. [BC]

PTO Shaft for an IMT with a 16 teeth
gear, is there one out there? if so
please phone. Tel: 07769 824371. 
NW Scotland. [BCW99]

Marles type P3690 steering box,
for Thwaites LH drive 1960’s ish 15cwt
dumper, good condition please. Tel:
07923 897240. Oldbury. [ABW102R]

PUH lower bracket for a Fordson
Super Major wanted. Tel: 07870
746466. Powys. [BCW93]

Cylinder head for FE35, need a head
for a 23c 4 cylinder engine, in good
usable condition, no cracks, I am in
the Swindon area. Tel: 07972 217054.
Swindon, Wiltshire. [KLW31R]

Leyand 4/98TT engine fitted to the
following tractors: Marshall / Leyland
282,482,802,804. Tel: 07976 686843.
York. [LAW56]

Steering wheel, for British made
M.M. model 'U.D.S.' diesel tractor. 
Tel: 01283 585258. [JKW56]

NOS cab, for a Nissan digger, could
be a 1980s model, see photo, please
call if you can help. Tel: 01625 575798.
Macclesfield. [JKW37]

Massey Ferguson 188, 4WD with four
wheel traction front axle, wheel hub
seals needed, seals are 170 mm
internal diameter. Please call
07593945692. Cambridge. [ABW7]

Bomford flail trim belt driven
hedgecutter Flails and shackles
wanted , would consider head for
spares. Tel: 01723 890464. East
Yorkshire. [BC]
Pick up Hitch for IH 614/634, Side
Lights for IH 634. Tel: 07734 756839.
Newcastle upon Tyne. [AB]
Spare parts for Massey Ferguson 
4 series square baler, specifically
requiring replacement for Side plate of
pick up but whole pick up or other
spare parts/whole machine
considered. Tel: 07941 579717. West
Midlands. [AB]
Ransomes Hi cut shares, for RND
bodies on an RSLD plough and a high
clear front axle assembly for an
International Harvester B 275 tractor.
Tel: 01502 561657. Lowestoft. [AB]
High speed rear axle for a Fordson
N also good pulley. Tel: 01484
845652. Huddersfield. [AB]
Ferguson, Hesford, winch top link A
bracket, for three point linkage pto
winch. Tel: 07976 939449.
Accrington. [LA]
Pickup hitch, Ford 7810, four wheel
drive, must be complete, cash waiting.
Tel: 07746 817058. Devon. [LA]
Double jointed flails, to suit a fisher
Humphries hedge cutter. Tel: 07543
816247. Northern Ireland. [LA]

Original steering wheel, for Nufield
M4. Tel: 01437 765947 or 07899
672255. Pembrokeshire. [LA]
Ford 3000 steering box. Tel: 01253 
810454. Lancs. [LA]
Allis Chalmers ED40 dethomatic
hydraulic quadrant, complete unit,
parts of complete tractor, or one of 
a kind technical person who can give
me the technical details so I can get
them made. Tel: 01248 852621.
Anglesey. [LA]
Used flails and shackles wanted,
for Bomford B577 hedge cutter, also
need collars and spacers for the
same. Tel: 07775 867311. 
Anglesey. [LA]
Claas Celtis 456, parts wanted,
complete set of rear lift arms, with
rods and links, also pick up hitch, also
front weight block, all with fittings. 
Tel: 01725 552306. Dorset. [LA]
Goodyear Diamond, pair, genuine,
straight bar 11/36” tyres with 50%
upwards tread please, good
tyres only please no stood flat stuff.
Tel: 07883 008996. Lincolnshire. [AB]
Original toolbox and fixing bracket,
for Leyland 262/272. Tel: 07765
772488. SW Scotland. [AB]
Ferrari 30/4 compact tractor, 1995
parts wanted (front axle) can anyone
tell me of a one for spares please
contact George. Tel: 01740 621808.
Stockton on Tees. [LA]
Locking door handle, for David
Brown Weatherframe cab also two
internal door latches with locking tab.
Tel: 07980 066564. Ceredigion, 
West Wales. [LA]
Straw chopper shaft for a C670I, Tel:
07768 842732. Great Yarmouth. [LA]
Exhaust manifold for David Brown
tractor, 1939 – 1940, exhaust in line
with number 1 cylinder, not in centre.
Tel: 07565 273286. Co Tyrone,
Northern Ireland. [LA]

Original cast iron tool box, complete
with hinged lid, from Ransomes potato
digger serial no 28 B, stored inside
since ever since removal from
machine in 1968. £75 +VAT. Tel: 07976
801062. Bishop's Stortford. [BCW77]

Hay racks, we have three matching
racks old original ones been on
property for many years steel type,
£35 each or less for all three. Tel:
07741 206449. Chorley. [BCW36]

Power hacksaw with coolant pump,
nice machine. £250. Tel: 07594
325693. Herefordshire. [BCW50]
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Mangle, would make nice attraction in
garden ect. £50. Tel: 07741 206449.
Chorley. [BCW35]

JCB TM 310/320 seat/storage box,
Tel: 07976 702858. Powys. [BCW24]

Boxford lathe, lovely condition,
complete with tooling and operator’s
book/parts book, single phase. 
£900. Tel: 07594 325693.
Herefordshire. [BCW48]

Fraser M5 rolling mill, PTO drive,
very good order, output up to 1 ton
per hour. £600 + VAT. Tel: 01482
875282.  East Yorkshire. [ABW66R] 

Bamfords hay loader, Rase Silver
Medal 1919 winner, Always barn
stored and in perfect working order,
Historically would pull in front of a
wagon to elevate loose hay onto the
wagon trailed behind, not many of
these left and certainly not in this
condition. £POA. Tel: 07889 896872.
Herefordshire. [ABW27R]

Old flat-bed wagon irons, wooden
elements rotted but if anyone wants to
rebuild and undertake a project, the
irons are all complete, and it would be
great if someone wanted to use them
to reconstruct to original glory, offers
please. Tel: 07889 896872.
Herefordshire. [ABW110R]

Pair of heavy steel gates , 10ft x 3ft,
as new. £100 ono. Tel: 07854 642596.
Leicestershire. [ABW46R]

Weld mesh, 18 rolls 3"x3" approx
30ft x 3ft 10", prior use as grain bins
but would make good fencing. 
Tel: 01482 875282. Cottingham, 
East Yorkshire. [ABW62R] 

Vintage Avery scales, in working
order and accurate these are getting
rare to find. £200. Tel: 01290 661792
email judelinton@aol.com. 
Ayrshire. [ABW300R]

Fisher Humphries threshing
machine, dating from the 1890's and
bought by my Great-Grandfather for
100 guineas, built in Pershore, Worcs,
originally on wooden wheels but
replaced with Iron wheels at a later
stage, kept sheeted and in good
condition, may need a little work to be
operational but it's all here, beautiful
machine with family history but we
won't use it so better somebody gives
it sometime and looks after it to
preserve it for posterity, offers for this
genuine piece of history. Tel: 07889
896872. Herefordshire. [ABW28R] 

Greenoak feeders with augers and
daisy controller, X20, Alfa laval/
manus milking equipment, jars, 
acrs, milk/vac lines, vac pumps, etc.
Offers Cheshire. Tel: 07759217851.
Warrington. [AB]
Twenty green oak feeders, with
augers and daisy controller, Alfa
laval/manus milking equipment, jars,
acrs, milk/vac lines, vac pumps, etc,
offers. Tel: 07759 217851. Warrington,
Cheshire. [BC]

Stone picking machine, tractor
driven. Anything considered, we 
will collect. Tel: 01633 482619. [BC]
Kearsley of Ripon horse drawn
mower or tractor . Anything Kearsley
considered. Tel: 01845 567412. 
Yorks.  Tel: 01845 567412. [LA]

Newark 8 diam water pumping farm
windmill, any parts for restoration
wanted, would consider complete
machine, also would like any literature
about wind pumps. Tel: 07513
262634. Grimsby. [ABP200]

Guy trucks mascot, feathers
in our cap logo on the front. £150,
post is free. Tel: 07968 659967.
Surbiton. [BCP2]

JCB Fastrac 155-65 diecast model,
by Joal with original box, as new £35
+ post. Tel: 07801 199001. [BCW82]

JCB Fifty years commemorative
model pack, limited edition with
certificate and original box, as 
new £95 plus postage. Tel: 07801
199001. [BCW83]

New Holland power trail pull-out
brochure, £10. Tel: 07962 891469.
West Yorkshire. [BCW70]

Tractor and Machinery June ‘95 to
July ‘09 magazines, five issues
missing, donation to charity of your
choice. Tel: 07502 424942 or 01795
844314. Sittingbourne. [AB]
Stationary Engine magazines, 14,
pre 2000, also David brown pulley
PTO block to drive saw bench, £90
ono. Tel: 01308 867535. Dorset. [BC]

AMG hardback book, dealer
supplied, dated 2004, fourteen
models, great photos, specs,
unmarked pages, as new. £12.50. Tel:
07399 359072. Canterbury. [BCW91]

Case IH Maxxum Plus 5100 Series
brochure, 16 pages, £15. Tel: 07962
891469. West Yorkshire. [BCW71]

Howard  HR40 Series rotavator and
rotaspike leaflet, £8. Tel: 01423
733487. West Yorkshire. [BCW64]

David Brown 1412, 1410, 1410 
4WD brochure, 12 pages, £15. 
Tel: 01423 733487 or 07962891469.
West Yorkshire. [BCW65]

David Brown tractors inside story,
22 pages. £40. Tel: 01423 733487 or
07962 891469. W Yorkshire. [BCW66]

Fordson E83W grille badge, £35. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [BCP9]

Selection of Claas combines
operator manuals from Junior 1953
to Dominator 100, 14 in total and 
3 parts books, selection of brochures
any reasonable offer considered. Tel:
01561 378048. Laurencekirk. [AB]
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Case tractor lapel badge, £30. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [BCP11]

Morris commercial badge, in good
condition , £90. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [BCP12]

Massey Ferguson brochure, in very
good condition. £48. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [BCP13]

Massey Ferguson x2 pin badges,
in good condition. £40. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [BCP10]

Two very nice 1947 Fodens, one
chain wagon and one tailboard, very
collectable from a collection I am
slimming down. £85 each, incl.
tracked post a deal for the two. Tel:
07903 904199 after 6pm. [BCW46]

USA Book ‘Cars Trucks + Buses
made by Tractor Companies’.
1900-1930. Case Caterpillar etc, 
300 photos. £12 + post. Tel: 07973
308035. Kent. [BCW31]

Small amount from an extensive
Dinky/Britain and matchbox
collection, collection is in excellent
condition. £POA, please call for
details. Tel: 01789 205196. Stratford
upon Avon. [BCW44]

Doe 50th anniversary package,
includes Doe130, Doe triple D and
Fordson Major, all tractors are on
plinths and all no 44 out of 1000,
these models are still boxed and come
with certificates, includes set of
coasters and boxed pen. £475. 
Tel: 01702 808144. Essex. [ABW1R] 

JD combine/ header operators
books, 1075, 1166, 1177, 1188 800
series header parts book. Tel: 07748
142030. Scottish Borders. [ABW125R] 

County crawler badge, in good
condition. £55. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [ABP201R]

Thames Trader pin badge, very good
condition. £22. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [ABP202R]

Dinkum badge. £22. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [ABP203R] 

David Brown 990 book. £40. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [ABP204R] 

Allis U, 14 page brochure,
rare. £45. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [ABP205R] 

Operators manual, Zetor 5211 -7245,
parts list Zetor 5211- 7242, Workshop
manual Zetor 3320 – 6340, more
available. £15 + postage. Tel: 07771
64458. Norfolk. [ABW105R]

JJ Wright and sons , 128 pages, hard
back, colour and black and white
photos, history of the company from
1889. £15 and postage. Tel: 07775
741720. Norwich. [ABP11R]

JF Viking 110 forage harvester
brochure, £12. Tel: 07962 891469 or
01423 733487. West Yorks. [ABW80R] 

John Deere 550 round baler
brochure, 6 pages. £10. Tel: 07962
891469. West Yorkshire. [ABW45R] 

Tool box tray, to fit Ford 7600 tool
box, exact copy of original, also
weight frames, door latches and
handles are also available. Tel: 07811
907317. Staffs. [ABP10R] 

Three superb 1960 Dinky tractors,
£45 each. Tel: 07903 90419 after 
6pm. [ABW11R]

Classic Tractor magazine, 2011-
2020 (missing December 2011)
donation to your chosen charity. 
North Kent. Tel: 07502 424942 or
01795 844314. Sittingbourne. [AB]

Three genuine Dinky 1947/1955
Fodens, from a collection gathered
over the years and now down scaling
all £77 each inc post. Tel: 07903
94199. [ABW41R] 

Howard HR10 series rotavator
leaflet, £8. Tel: 01423 733487.  
West Yorkshire. [ABW71R]

Howard 1052, 1552, 3052, rota
spreader leaflet, £8. Tel: 07962
891469. West Yorkshire. [ABW42R] 

Fiat 80 Series brochure, six pages.
£15. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [ABW78R]

History of combines in UK,
Illustrated A4 size, 120 page
hardback, covers combines sold 
in UK since 1950s, lot of photographs.
£23.50 including postage. Tel: 07583
673321. [ABW15R]

Instructions and parts lists, for
Ransomes duo track major TS6J
tractor plough, £25, also book for
TS43 motrac three furrow tractor
plough, £25. Tel: 01502 561657.
Suffolk. [ABP2R]

Kubota B7200 brochure, 6 pages.
£10. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [LA] 
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IH 40 years pin tray, in good
condition, call for more. £28. Tel:
01994 232893. Carmarthen. [LAP21R]

Fordson brochure, in very good
condition. £32. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [LAP22R]

John Deere dealer combine
technical repair manual, all you need
to know for mechanical repairs on
2200 series combines, excellent
condition. Tel: 07748 142030. Scottish
Borders. [LAW115R]

Massey Ferguson pocket catalogue,
call for more info. £45. Tel: 01994
232893. Carmarthen. [LAP23R]

Ford enamel badge, in very good
condition. £45. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [LAP24R]

Black and White photo, Nuffield
interest, £20. Tel: 01994 232893.
Carmarthen. [LAP25R]

Mercedes Benz Haynes manual,
covers 200D, 240D, 240TD, 300D and
300TD, 123 series, 1976 to 1985,
good condition.£4.95. Tel: 07399
359072. Canterbury. [LA]

Massey Ferguson 2000 Series
brochure, 16 pages,£12. Tel: 01423
733487. West Yorks. [LAW42R]

Ford 40 Series brochure, 75-125hp,
24 pages,£15. Tel:  01423 733487or
07962891469. West Yorks. [LAW45R]

IMT 549, 545 tractor brochure.
6 pages £12. Tel: 01423 733487. 
West Yorkshire. [LAW40R]

International 500 Series balers
brochure, 6 pages. £12. Tel: 01423
733487 or 07962 891469.  [LAW36R]

Wanted Britains Farm Models . 
Tel: 07724 453250. [JKW2]

Britains Power Farm and Ford
models and sets wanted. Standard
Ford TW25 and 8730 box sets also of
interest. Interested if there are any
Power Farm ex-shop displays out their
also, other Britain’s shop displays also
of interest. Tel: 07805 363904. 
Tenbury Wells. [ABW31]

Wanted, anything E H Roberts,
Deanshanger, nameplates, cast iron
seats, spanners, catalogues, etc, top
money paid. Tel: 07958 381278.
Buckingham. [HIW54]

Old wind pump or windmill like 
the picture shows, any condition
considered good price paid call. 
Tel: 01548 521278 Devon. [IJW58]

Wind pump windmill, any conditions
considered, please contact Robert
U'Ren. Tel: 01548 521278. Totnes. [LA]
Old classic cars and bikes, any
condition however wrecked, even
planes too, please call jonathan on
07753931874. [IJ]
Wanted Classic Tractor magazines
between January 2010 and December
2010. Tel: 07977 456125. Cornwall. [IJ]
Wanted vintage toy tractors &
implements . Tel: 01858 880036.
Lutterworth. [GH]
Universal Hobbies Fordson Dexta
1960-62 UH2898, mint and boxed.
Tel: 07770 995859 evenings.
Shropshire. [HI]
Dowdeswell Roller mower brochure
wanted, featuring the 6 foot and 8
foot models. Main mower body orange
colour, with green top guards. Tel:
07770 995859 evenings only please.
Shropshire. [HI]

Land wanted, arable, pasture, and
orchards or a mixture to metal detect,
Kent and Sussex areas, generous fee
to detect on your land, digs held on
Sundays, to find out more, contact
Medway History Finders or 
request a guide for land owners at
www.medwayhistoryfinders.co.uk. 

[FGW110]

Wanted farm 150 + acres, mainly
arable would prefer 4+ bedroom
house and modern buildings but not
essential cash buyer most areas
considered please call. Tel: 07814
312903. Worcs. [CD]

Tractor and light machinery
transport service, 7.5t beaver tail
lorry. Located south England, any UK
location considered! Tel: 07857
147746. [EF]

Heavy duty 1.5m tractor transport
box, built by Arc One Engineering,
highly durable paint coating.
Reinforced steel frame comes with
Cat 1 and Cat 2 multi pins, custom
build to order, any size, any colour. Tel:
07484 876889. Axminster. [BCW149] 

4x4 wheel covers , custom made
wheel covers to advertise your
business or personal design, covers
all 4x4 vehicles, since 1985,
nationwide and Europe. Visit
www.wheelcover.com Tel: 01473
652940. [FGW154]

Character holiday cottage, sleeps 2
in historic Middleham, ideal base for
exploring the Yorkshire dales, good
selection of pubs and tearooms
serving food close by, short breaks
available all year. Owner maintained to
a high standard. Tel: 01969 640010.
Email: enquiries@oldcartmelcottage.
co.uk & www.oldcartmelcottage.co.uk.
Leyburn. [EFW43]

Burgess dealer decals, exact
reproduction, as fitted to many classic
tractors/machinery sold by this
companies branches, 2x decals for
£7.00 including postage. Email:
carl.kaz@live.co.uk, call/text (eves
only) 07493716090. Derby's. [CDW53]

Tractor and light machinery
transport available, 7.5t beaver tail
lorry, good for loads around 4 ton.
located south England, any UK
destination considered. Tel: 07857
147746. Portsmouth. [JK]
Service and repair for Land Rovers ,
covering all models from Series 1 to
the present day, servicing 20 mile
radius of Knockholt, Nr Sevenoaks,
Kent. Please call Knockholt 4X4.
Tel: 01959 533305. [LA]
Signs for homes, farms, business
and commercial applications for
over half a century, working only with
high quality materials, we produce a
wide range of plaques using traditional
and modern manufacturing
techniques. Tel: 01493 751778. [F-E]
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FORD

Ford 3930, 2WD, floor change, mint,
Highway 40k, cab as new, 3,051 hrs.
Tel: (0)87 9257824. Cork. [ABW82R]

INTERNATIONAL

International 745XL, German-made,
4WD, 5,380 hours, as new condition,
must be seen. Tel: (0)87 9257824.
Cork. [ABW81R]

MASSEY FERGUSON
Massey Ferguson 50B, d igger with
back actor, in working order, torque
transmission, delivery arranged, trade-
in considered. Tel: (0)87 2497041.
Cork. [LA]
Massey Ferguson 390T, 1997, 4WD,
in perfect working order. Tel: (0)87
6300047. Co Meath. [LA]

NEW HOLLAND

New Holland TD5.105 , 2013/14,
2,600 hours, manual, Power Shuttle,
tyres at 80%. As new, VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ2]

New Holland TM120 , 2006/7, 3,200
hours, Dual Command, Goodyear
tyres, 2 spools, front fenders, front
weight carrier. As new condition.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ3]

New Holland TS100 , 2000, 6,700
hours, Quicke 445 power loader, very
tidy and original tractor. No VAT.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [AZ2R]

New Holland T7.210 , 2013, 8,000
hours, 50k, Power Command, full
suspension, air brakes, air con,
Sidewinder, passenger seat, front
fenders, front links, exhaust brake,
tinted rear window, 50/85/38 tyres at
70%, 420/85/28 at 70%. Very original
tractor with VAT receipt. � POA. Tel:
(0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors,
Co Wexford. [AZ1R]

New Holland TM135 , 2003, 
8,000 hours, 40k, Range Command,
cab & front suspension, 4 spools, front
fenders, hydraulic push-out hitch, 
3-speed PTO, air con, very original
tractor, VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [AZ3R]

New Holland TS115 SLE , 2001, 
6,150 hours, front fenders, tyres at
60/70% all round, new Dromone hitch,
no VAT. Mint tractor. � POA. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [AZ7R]

New Holland TM155 , 2005/6, 7,200
hours, Power Command, cab and
front Suspension, new Dromone hitch,
4 manual spools, front fenders, new
tyres all round, air con. VAT receipt.
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ4R]

STEYR
Steyr CVT 6230 , 2016, 5,000 hrs, 50k,
290 hp, CVT gear box, Trelleborg tyres
at 95% 650/600, air brakes, climate
control/air con, hydraulic push-out
hitch, front links, Sidewinder screen,
passenger seat, 4-speed PTO, twin
electric mirrors,  sun roof, mid-mount
valve. As new condition, all manuals,
VAT receipt.  � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford.  [LZ] 

OTHER VEHICLES

Volkswagen Amarok, 2016,
automatic, leather seats, back cover,
tinted rear glass, as new condition ,
VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [AZ5R]

Zuidberg front linkage , for New
Holland T6000 or TSA. Choice of 3.
VAT receipt. � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [LZ6R]

Complete hitch for JD 6400 or similar,
� POA. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford.  [LZ8R]

Zuidberg front links , for New Holland
T7, 185/200/210 Range Command,
front suspension, � POA. Tel: (0)87 
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [LZ7R]

Links to suit New Holland 60 
Series or TM , � POA. Tel: (0)87 244
6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [KZ]

18ft steel tipping trailer , twin axle
with silage sides, new brakes, 
very tidy, VAT receipt. � POA. 
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ1]

Massey Ferguson 50 wings , � POA.
Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [BZ4]

Front lamps for a Ford TW15, I am
looking for pair of these, call if you can
help. Tel: (0) 87 2615680. [ABW94R] 

11.2 R28 front rowcrops , 20% tyres,
VAT receipt. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy
Lacey Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ5R] 

9.5 R48 rowcrops , to suit John Deere
or Massey Ferguson, � 550. Tel: (0)87
244 6272. Paddy Lacey Tractors, 
Co Wexford. [KZ]
Front Carro Ford rowcrops, 11.2
R33. Tel: (0)87 244 6272. Paddy Lacey
Tractors, Co Wexford. [KZ] 
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Important Notices
The Editor, Publisher or Printer cannot accept any responsibility for the quality of tractors, parts or services
advertised in Classic Tractor magazine or for failure in payment, etc. Contracts are between the individuals 
concerned and no liability can be attached to Sundial Magazines Ltd or its officers. Particular attention 
should be paid by advertisers to the requirements of the Trade Description Act 1968 governing trade descriptions, especially when detailing accurate descriptions of goods offered for sale. 
The Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977 requires all advertisements by people who sell goods in the course of a bus iness to make that fact clear. 
The responsibility for this lies with the advertiser. It is a further legal requirement that when VAT is to be charged, it is m ade clear whether VAT is included in the price shown or not.

PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM

CONDITIONS
FREE ADVERTISEMENT OFFER APPLIES TO PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. MAXIMUM OF TWO ISSUES, 
SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF SPACE.TRADE ADVERTISEMENTS ACCEPTED AT £5 FOR UP TO 20 WORDS, 
25P PER EXTRA WORD. TRADE PHOTOS £25. PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE EXCLUDED IF CONSIDERED UNSUITABLE 
FOR ANY REASON. WE REGRET WE CANNOT RETURN PHOTOGRAPHS. NO RESPONSIBILITY CAN BE ACCEPTED 
FOR ERRORS OR THE NON-APPEARANCE OF ADVERTISEMENTS.

I wish to place the following classified advertisement in the next 1 � or 2 � issue(s) of Classic Tractor

To appear under the heading of: 

� OTHER (please specify) ..................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tel: No: ...........................................................................Town (no charge) ............................. ................................................

I enclose my cheque/PO for £ ............................... (payable to Classic Tractor) 

OR, I wish to pay by  �          �        
Card number ............................................................... Start date or issue no...........

Expiry date................. Signature...............................................................................

Name...........................................................................

Address .......................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

....................................................................................

......................................Postcode...............................

Tel. No. ........................................................................

Email ...........................................................................

� TRACTORS FOR SALE � TRACTORS WANTED � PARTS FOR SALE
� PARTS WANTED � IMPLEMENTS FOR SALE � IMPLEMENTS WANTED

TRACTOR TRADER CLASSIFIED FORM
PRIVATE advertisers: up to 40 words FREE. 25p per extra word per insertion. 
Photographs FREE. Maximum two free insertions.
TRADE advertisers: £5 for up to 20 words per insertion. 25p per extra word per insertion. 
Photographs £25 each.
Post your ad or e-mail to: classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk Free ads cannot be taken over the phone.

Make sure you fill in all relevant
parts of the form and

please write/print VERY clearly.

FREE ADS!
FREE PHOTO!

PRIVATE ADS ARE FREE!!
There’s no better place to advertise than the
TRACTOR TRADER classified pages in
CLASSIC TRACTOR . 
And remember, private adverts are FREE
and you can also have a FREE picture.
Complete the form below and post it to us with 
your photograph, email your advertisement to 
classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk or place your advert online at
www.classictractormagazine.co.uk

If required, your photo (Jpeg only) should be sent as an attachment
to your email message. In addition to the wording required,
please provide your full name and address (not for publication).

CASE

Case IH 785 4WD with loader, 4900

hours, 90% tyres, gwo with V5.

£6000+VAT ono. North Yorkshire, tel

01723 512756 or 07984 332680
[HInW37]

Case-IH 1255XL, 1987, 5000h very

nice to use or to keep £9999. Tel

01673 844 200 www.boccasion.com

[HnW2]

um 5130, 1993, K-reg,

Case IH 1394, 2WD, 1986, only 2800

hours, standard gearbox, 16.9 x 34

rear tyres, 10.00 x 16 front tyres, new

brakes fitted, very tidy regularly

serviced tractor. One owner from new

£3950 + VAT. Tel: 077177 31744. Co.

Down

[GnW21]

Case CX90 4wd, 2000, c/w joystick,

loader and shuttle, very good

condition, only £13,900 + VAT. Tel:

01352 700395. Cheshire.
[Hn]

Case IH 685, F reg, in very good

order, 3,900 hrs, many new parts

fitted, shuttle box, 540/1000 PTO,

good tyres 80% £5,200 ONO No VAT

Tel 07773 426963 Blythbridge 
[HnP68]

COUNTY

County 1 124 tractor with or without

winch. Front hydraulic arms

fitted.Good condition. Any trial. Price

£5,250 + VAT. Tel 01746 785615

(Shropshire).
[HInW24]

County Brockhouse 11F torque

converter, OSE 805P, Farmhand F12

loader, pallet fork, grain bucket, dung

fork. working condition. Realistic offers

invited for this rare model. May

exchange for teleporter. Detailed

photos by email from

jockscott@broombankfarm.co.uk. Tel:

01667 454830 Highland [HInW23]

County 4600 Four , registered

4/2/1977, R reg,.power steering, pick

up hitch. £5,500 + VAT. Patrick

Edwards Ltd,. Tel: 01367 810259 Mob:

549
[HnW19]

County 1 164, R reg. A clean good

example, with all doors and glass.

Drives very well, mechanically sound.

With V5. No back arms. No leaks, no

rot in cab. £6000. 01686 670 713.

Powys.

[HInP3]

County Crawlers , choice of three, in

need of restoration. £POA. Tel: 01291

673274. Usk.
[Hn]

County 1 184, long wheelbase model,

new tyres, good condition. POA. Tel:

07816 376110. Aberdeenshire. [Hn]

County 7700 - four , 5,500 hours,

4WD, 4 cylinder turbo, same as Ford

7700, good condition, offers. Tel:

07845 889863. Dumfrieshire [GHn]

County James Jones Highland

Bear , runner, £2,600 or swap for

Roadless Major. Tel: 07818262081.

Darlington
[GHn]

DAVID BROWN

David Brown 1690 4WD, X-reg,

16.9x38 rears, 14.9x24 fronts. Tidy,

£5000 ono. Herefordshire. Tel 01989

780316.

[Hn]

David Brown Selectamatic 990 ,

excellent condition, power steering, no

rust. Ready for work or play. L.

Stoddart, Cumbria. Mobile tel 07941

28
[HInP37]

TRACTORS

FOR SALE

Tractor Tr ad er
Hundreds of tractors, implements and parts for sale in Classic Tractor•s fantastic free classified ad section

Post this coupon to: Classified Ads, Sundial Magazines Ltd, 
17 Wickham Road, Beckenham, Kent BR3 5JS
or e-mail your ad to: classifieds@sundialmagazines.co.uk

Sundial Magazines (publisher of Classic Tractor magazine) would like to
keep you updated about the latest offers, products and services. To receive
these please tick the box. You can unsubscribe at any time �



Sink or swim? As this ship 
(Kubota u48 excavator) heads to 
the bottom, its helmsman, 
bearing an uncanny resemblance 
to E. J. Smith, the captain of the 
Titanic, contemplates his next 
move. Photo: William Bull.    

Here is the proof that older 
trailers, or parts of them, are being 
left behind by high-speed tractors. 
It seems the axle on this horse 
muck trailer couldn’t keep pace 
with this nippy Fendt Vario. Photo: 
Home Farm.   

John Mansfield has got a work 
colleague to thank for sending us 
stacks of pictures of the occasion, 
well actually two occasions, he 
got well-stuck in this spud field. 
Definitely a very sticky time for 
John and his Massey Ferguson 7718S.      

 It seems the driver of this 
Deere forgot to lock the steering 
axle of the loaded tri-axle tanker 
he was pulling before heading onto 
the road in Australia. The tanker 
veered off the road and flipped the 
tractor on its side.      

Readers’ Pictures Calamity Corner

Your chance to share your pictures of farming machines in 
trouble. Send us a picture and tell us what happened, and 
we’ll do the rest. Each ‘Mishap of the Month’ wins £20!

MACHINERY
MISHAPS

146 CLASSIC TRACTOR   February 2021 mishaps@classictractormagazine.co.uk 

E-mail your pictures to:

1

1 3

2 4

MISHAP

OF THE

MONTH

Robert Haigh was travelling on the A1 when his 2005 Claas 
Ares 656RZ was hit from behind by an HGV. The left-hand 
rear wheel and trumpet housing were sheared clean off, 
causing the tractor to slide along the carriageway on its 

side. Miraculously, Robert, a worthy ‘Mishap of the Month’ 
winner, only suffered a few bumps and bruises. 
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