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TEN COMMANDMENTS

ROLLING ROADS TRACK CLEANING WAGONS

PERFECT FOR HIDDEN SIDINGS, TUNNELS ETC. CLEANS YOUR TRACKWITH NO EFFORT. SIMPLY HOOK
WAGON UP TO A LOCO AND RUN ROUND. NO CLEANERS / SOLVENTS REQUIRED. CLOTH PADS CLEAN
TRACK GRIME AND DIRT.

ONCE PADS ARE DIRTY SIMPLY PEEL OLD ONES OFF,
CUT REPLACEMENTS FROM THE SHEET PROVIDED (SELF
ADHESIVE) AND STICK IN PLACE

OO0 GAUGE £40 N GAUGE £40
O / G Gauge available soon!!!

HIGHEST QUALITY GERMAN ENGINEERING.
SUITABLE FOR USEWITH DC OR DCC
CONTROL.

SIMPLE ELECTRICAL CONNECTION.
AVAILABLE FOR MOST POPULAR GAUGES.

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION

N MINI — 200MM -6 ROLLERS — SUITABLE FOR MOST N LOCOS oo £55

N LONG — 400MM — 8 ROLLERS — LARGE LOCOS / MULTIPLE UNITS wooooeeeeoeeeoeeeoeeoeoeeeon £70

OO SMALL — 300MM -6 ROLLERS — SMALL STEAM LOCOS / DIESELS e £60 FOAM LINED STOCK STORAGE BOXES

30551?[ 4gggﬂmﬁ"m— E FF{:?:}IEIEEE?; & EEP;ELTE?E%E tgggg J’_EFE{?SFETE -------------------------------------------------- gg WE NOW SUPPLY FOAM LINED STOCK STORAGE BOXES. TOTAL PROTECTION FOR YOUR ROLLING STOCK
B = T 1R E Moo N e O B N s Nk R N N N e L I S ——————— IN THANSIT- SEE WEBSITE FDR F RTHER DETAILS

O STD — 600MM — 10 ROLLERS- SUITABLE FOR MOST O LOCOS woeeoeeeeoeeeeeoeeeeeee oo £99 ¥

O LARGE — 800MM -10 ROLLERS — FOR EXTRA LONG O LOCOS oo £110 OO GAUGE £28 N GAUGE £20 O GAUGE £35

See us at STEVENAGE, KENDAL, STAFFORD, DONCASTER, GLASGOW, PRESTON EAST ANGLIA, NOTTINGHAM AND YORK SHOWS

Ten Commandments, 20 Struan Drive, Inverkeithing, Fife KY11 1AR. Tel: 01383 410032 Visit our website: www.tencommandmentsmodels.co.uk for further info and online shop
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TRAIN SIMULATOR

24.99 RRP

FOR WINDOWS PC

DRIVE EXPLORE

CREATE COLLECT

Train Simulator fully mmerses you in a world of trains,
transporting you to a place where you decide what to do, where
and when. Unlock your creative potential using powerful tools
to create your very own routes and scenarios and enjoy younr
collection from the perspective of the driver, passenger or railfan.

VVhatever you love about trs

Ns, Train Simuls

tor has 1t covered.

WWW.TRAIN-SIMULATOR.COM Y § @RAILSIMULATOR
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From the editor

kay, I admit it, ['ve been to see Paddington
2. [ was in the company of several five-year-
olds, well, that's my excuse anyway. I you've

O

not yet been to see it, it's worth it just for the screen
time given to Zornado. I have to be honest — I did
give a little excited squeak when the close-up of the
numberplate bearing 60163 filled the cinema screen
and then [ sat back to enjoy this magnificent engine

take its part in this rather heart-warming story, as it
travelled through some glorious scenery.

But, the magnificence of seeing 7ornado on
the big screen aside, there was a tangential story
to Paddington involving the son of the Brown
family, which I thought had rather a great message.
Jonathan Brown has been a steam-train fan, but
has set aside his model engine and decided to
embrace hobbies and appearances that he considers
to be much, well, cooler. He ultimately realises the
folly of his ways later in the film when he takes
to the footplate of 7ornado and proudly declares
himself to be a lover of steam engines. It was a

lovely little moment, as Jonathan realises that he

may not have the trendiest or coolest of hobbies,

but it’s what he loves and it’s part of who he is.
Yes, it may sound a little trite, but ultimately

it doesn't matter what other people think about

your hobby, if you enjoy it then that's what's really

important. To celebrate this we've got a couple of

Tornado, taken at Chester,
November 25. FRED KERR

R

whimsical layouts for you to enjoy this month.
Wendsleydale is a cheese-based confection that I
came across at Spalding MRrc exhibition and I was so
taken with the sheer delight in the quirky and the
eccentric and the joy of modelling involved that I
decided to feature it on page 18.

It, for the new year, you've decided to give
modelling a try or resurrect it as a hobby then
Martin Wicks' feature on buying second-hand locos
and stock might help save you some money
on page 14.

Meanwhile I look into how taking a walk could
make you into a better scenics modeller. Turn to page
26 to find out more!

Wishing all our RMM readers a happy and healthy

new year, and we look forward to hearing about more

of your modelling experiences and layouts in 2018.

Mon to Sat:

9:30am - 5pm

Closed Sunday

We Buy & Sell

| CULCHETH MODEL RAILWAYS - WARRINGTON

Tel: 01925 899959

WE BUY / SELL / PART EXCHANGE
Most Gauges Stocked - Z/N/HO/00/0/G/1

View/Buy our stock online in our eBay shop:
www.culchethmodelrailways.co.uk

- WE BUY -
Visit - www.holdercollectables.co.uk

FREE PARKING /7 DISABLED ACCESS
Credit / Debit Cards Accepted

Call: 01925 899959

Email: info@culchethmodelrailways.co.uk

Culcheth Model Railways, CPS Shopping Centre,
Common Lane, Culcheth, Warrington, WA3 4EH

NORTH WEST MODEL SHOP
WARRINGTON CHESHIRE -

WA3 4EH - OPEN 6 DAYS!
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Have you got a story for us? Email: RMModellingeditor@mortons.co.uk
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50 years of Warley show

The 2017 soth anniversary Warley show has been declared a
success by organisers, with many commentators suggesting
that it was one of the best Warley shows to date, and

organisers pleased with the number of younger visitors who

attended the show. Several trophies were awarded, including

a special award made to A Oakes Ltd, a retailer who has
supported every Warley show over the last so years as either
an exhibitor or by placing an advert in the show guide.

[t was something of a celebration for RMM too as it was
12 months previously that we launched at Warley, and we
were there again with our first-anniversary issue. The layout
opposite our stand was Bear Creek Junction, which won the
Continental Modeller Trophy for best layout of an overseas
prototype, exhibited by Adrian Hall.

—

e

This diorama, lJsselstein, created by Peter Dillen, attracted a lot

[t was great to see some of our advertisers and
supporters including: Rail simulator, Doug McConkey
says they had a fantastic show and got some great feedback
on their rail simulator game. We also stopped by to
say ‘hello’ to: C & L finescale Itd; Phil Reid and Dave
Hammersley from Roxey Mouldings; Elaine’s Trains; Rob
and Michelle Anderson from Northumbrian Painting
Services; Nick Metcalfe from Metcalfe Models; Sid Evans
from spc - Simplified Point Control; Dave Jones from pj
Models; Allen Pearson from Nelevation; Jason Hamlyn
from Room Top Railways, Dave Bailey at skyTrREX LTD and
Tony bound of Magnet Insurance.

The 2018 Warley show takes place at the NEc Birmingham
on November 24-25.

Jason Hamlyn of Room Top Railways launched his wall-mounted
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Loco and tender.

Finescale kit from Brassmasters

Brassmasters latest EasiChas 4mm
finescale chassis and detailing kit is for
the Bachmann tnwr/1Mms G2 0-8-0. The
EasiChas allows simple conversion to Em
or P4 gauge, producing a fully sprung
locomotive and tender and costs £60
(ref B241). 'This includes coupling rods
(jointed version) brake hangers, brake
blocks and pull rods (single and double
cylinder versions). Included in the kit is
the detailing etch, which is also available
separately for those detailing a 00 model,
price £15 (ref B242). This provides
replacement bufferbeams (original and
strengthened), reach rod (both original
indirect and later direct valve gear),
locomotive guard irons, drain cock and
sander operating linkages and cab floor.
For the tender, there is replacement brake
gear, guard irons and coal rails, frames,

drag and buffer beams. A set of white

metal castings for the tender springs and
axleboxes is available for £8.50 (ret B24s)

The Bachmann model, which
represents the locomotives in late LMs or
BR condition, can be modified to early
LMs condition with an LNWR chimney
to replace the Stanier type (price £4, ret
A2s1) and the early three-piece coupling
rods that were made up of three separate
rods on each side (the centre rod overlaps
the two outer ones) which costs £6 (ref
Cr05). Generally, the three-part rods
lasted up to the Second World War. An
alternative set of tender frames is also
available to produce the Whale type
frames with a D-shaped opening used
on the earlier version (Bc3) of the Bowen
Cooke tender (price £7.50 ref B244). All
prices exclude P&P

For more information visit www.
brassmasters.co.uk

NEW MODEL SHOPS OPENING

of attention at Warley - it’s an incredible piece of artistry.

railway system at the show.

Here at RMM, we've heard of two new model shops opening, which 1s great news!

Ashton Model Rallways, has opened up 1n the Greensaway shopping centre, near
Wigan, and DB Models opened in November at Roman Bank, Bourne in Lincs. If you

Paper modelling

Paper modelling is a niche market, but
thanks to the internet an international
one. Diderick A den Bakker produces
paper models and last year published

A4 Pacific Sir Nigel Gresley. He says that
this model is popular with modellers

on the continent but 1s still virtually
unknown in the UK. As the picture
shows, it 1s not a child’s model, but many
tricky details are optional, thus making
a less-difficult model than shown 1n

the photo.

These models are scale O (1/48th)
and the price excluding postage is 22,50
EUR. A set of lasercut details (drniving
and breaking gear) 1s available at 17,50
EUR. It can be ordered from www.
zeistbouwplaten.nl. A print-yourself
download version is also available,
which would enable the modeller
to decide on their own scale, priced
12,50 EUR.

ART

THE MAKING OF AN IDENTITY

New Bassett-Lowke book

But despite all the in-
depth research Christine has

In last month’s RMM we
featured 78 Derngate, the

Northampton home of W clearly put into this book,
] Bassett-Lowke, which he a mystery still surrounds
designed with art deco artist three of the illustrators
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Bassett-Lowke used, with

their acclaimed artwork
being, as yet, unidentified.
In fact the catalogue of the
Forth Road Bridge used on
the front cover of the book
is one of such pieces. It’s

by one H E Roe, who joins
‘rp’ and ‘Howard’ as being a
mystery artist.

For anyone who is
enjoying our Blasts from the
Past series, or with an interest
in Bassett-Lowke this book
will make for a fascinating
read with the catalogue
illustrations bound to bring
about a few nostalgic sighs.

Christine Sanderson works
as a volunteer at the museum
and has written Bassett-
Lowke Art: The Making of an
Identity, about the illustrators
that Bassett-Lowke used to
create his more than 200
model catalogues.

Opver the years he
commissioned many artists
and draftsmen to work on his
catalogue covers, becoming
collectors’ items in their own
right. The book abounds
with names such as Kenneth
Cullen, Stuart Beck, Ernest
Noble, Roland Fuller, Henry

Greenly and E W Twining Copies are priced £7.50 and
with pages dedicated to can be obrained through
each artist, and examples of the 78 Derngate museum or
their work. its website.

have just opened a model shop, then let us know so we can tell everyone!

Showtrain cup winners

The Hampton Court Model Railway
Society had another successtul show over
the weekend of November 11-12. Visitors
to the show are asked to vote for their
favourite layout, which was awarded The
Showtrain Cup.

New 00 wagons

Upstairs Downstairs has just released
three exclusive 00 gauge wagons based
on pictures from the early 1g9oos and
depict the Isle of Wight Railway liveries
that used to run between Ryde and
Ventnor. Manufactured by Dapol these
00 gauge wagons are limited editions of
207, 210 and 217 units.

They can be bought only from Upstairs
Downstairs, 3 Pier Street in
Sandown (PO36 8JR) or from the
website https://www.trainshop.co.uk
costing £15.95 each, with free postage
when ordering three or more.
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The winning layout was Umbridge, an
N gauge layout exhibited by the Railway
Enthusiasts’ Club of Farnborough.

The picture shows the cup being
presented to both teams by the exhibition

manager, John Noorani.

These new 00 gauge wagons are based on
pictures from the early 1900s and depict
the Isle of Wight Railway liveries that used
to run between Ryde and Ventnor.
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KJB MODELS
Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

Where we now stock

NEW ITEMS

ALONG WITH OUR
EXTENSIVE RANGE
OF QUALITY
PRE-OWNED STOCK

WE NOW STOCKTHE COMPLETE RANGE OF
- 1:76 & 1:148 SCALE OXFORD DIECAST VEHICLES

GOOD QUALITY PRE-OWNED MODEL RAILWAY
ITEMS ALWAYS WANTED
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Tel: 07542 710005 .
f Visit us on Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk wie

FACEBOOK
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009 narrow gauge wagons

War Department D Class open and covered wagons are the first models to be released by Bachmann as
— part of its new O0g narrow gauge range, reviewed by Nigel Burkin.
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Bachmann very kindly sent three of its new

009 gauge models for review, including a WD First

World War D Class covered goods wagon and an open wagon
such as No. LR2571, which is finished in weathered condition (393-050).

ACHMANNS ENTRY INTO 009 GAUGE  to supply positions just behind the

Bmodeﬂmg was announced in 2014  front lines. Narrow gauge railways are
with Baldwin Class 10-12-D very flexible because they can be built
4-6-0T and D Class wagons used by the where standard gauge lines would be
War Department (wp) on the extensive impractical; they may be constructed
French 60oomm gauge light military and changed very quickly and laid as
railways of the First World War. The ‘light’ railways over uneven ground
D Class bogie open and covered goods or over roads and tracks to meet the
wagons are the first to be released and are  sometimes fast-changing conditions
expected to arrive in the shops in the next  in trench warfare. Narrow gauge
few weeks with the Baldwin locomotives equipment can traverse sharp curves
arriving in early spring,. which makes light railways flexible and
Narrow gauge railways were used able to access locations not possible The models feature detailed bodies with moulded catch details, framing and hinges. Interior surfaces are also detailed with planking.
extensively in France and Belgium by other means. Yet they are easily
during the First World War by Allied removed and relocated to meet the cannot be underestimated in keeping Despite having a number of different
forces to transport materials and troops demands of warfare. supplies of rations, fodder, timber designs of rolling stock, the most
The trench railways were built from and munitions flowing to the front, numerous and standard wagon was the
supply positions such as standard gauge  while evacuating the wounded to field D Class bogie open wagon and covered
railheads and canals to war materiel hospitals in the opposite direction. After  goods wagon, the latter often being
stocking positions located behind the the war, some of the more permanently ~ used as ‘ambulance vans’ to convey the
front lines — it is usually these extreme engineered 6oomm gauge network was ~ wounded from the front. They were
ends of the network that were the least retained and used for reconstruction built in very large numbers by various
permanent and most liable to change and agricultural trafhc, offering further manufacturers and were very simple in
and relocation. Conditions at the end layout themes for the modeller to design — with rugged steel chassis and
| of these essential supply lines were explore. The history of the 6oomm wooden bodies. Many covered goods
e Brake wheel stands  often poor with muddy and unstable gauge network is complex and worthy vans were fitted out with racks to hold
ik are fitted to the bogies  conditions — derailments were common.  of further research for those interested stretchers and one of the models being
while door guards are attached to the The role that narrow gauge railways in modelling the First World War trench  offered in the first batch of 009 models
underframe of open wagons.  played during the First World War railways and their use in peacetime. is so equipped.
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MAC’S MODEL RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET KIRRIEMUIR SCOTLAND DD8 4BS

TEL: 01575 572397

Open: Monday-Saturday
10.30-5.00. Closed Thursday

BRITISH, AMERICAN
and CONTINENTAL
OUTLINE STOCKED

COMPREHENSIVE WOODLANDS
SCENIC SELECTION

online for mare information & complete sound database | WyWW.macsmodels.co.uk www.ecscenics.co.uk
sales@ecscenics.co.uk

LET'S MAKE SOME NOISE!
R SN 'j- |

experience ourymost realistic
and driveablejsounds,yet....

N .
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www.YouChoos.co.uk 08447725052 john@youchoos.co.uk
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MODEL DETAILS:
War Department D Class bogie
wagons

Manufacturer:
Bachmann Europe Plc

Scale:
4mm (1:76) scale, 00g, gmm gauge

L |

Era:
1917 until 1960s

A covered goods wagon features in the range, which includes one lettered
for the Nocton Estates Light Railway and a WD ‘ambulance van’ fitted out
with interior detail (393-025 is shown).

Web:

Both the end and side doors of the covered goods wagon can be opened to reveal the interior. The
www.bachmann.co.uk

ambulance van is detailed with racks and stretchers.

Suggested retail prices:
Covered goods wagons:
393-025 - WWI War Department
ambulance van (Weathered) £36.95
393-026 - Nocton Estates Light
Railway £33.95

Open wagons:
393-050 - WWI War Department
- (Weathered) £27.95
% 393-051 - Nocton Estates Light
Railway £24.95
393-052 - Ashover Light Railway
(Weathered) £27.95
393-053 - Welsh Highland Railway

£24.95

Useful web sites:
www.bachmann.co.uk
www.lclr.co.uk
(Lincolnshire Coast Light Ratlway)
www.appeva.org/index_e.htm
(Chemin de Fer Froissy-Cappy-
Dompierre)

Detail applied to the covered goods wagon includes fine moulded

planking and separate grab rails. A side view of the WD ambulance van that carries the number LR7997 (393-025).

After the war, much of the wp

equipment was sold to narrow gauge
railways in the uk including the Ashover
Light Railway, the Nocton Estate Light
Railway and the Welsh Highland Railway
where they played a quite different role.
The Ashover Light Railway was involved
in the transport of quarried stone and
minerals while the Nocton Estates Light
Railway was built over Lincolnshire
farmland to transport sugar beet and

Bogies are equipped with metal
wheels and NEM-355 coupling pockets.

Reflecting the use of the wagons
in peacetime is Welsh Highland Railway No. 14 finished in pristine
red condition (393-053).

L R AR R AR AR AR AR R AR AR AR AR AR AR AR LRI

equipment around the fields where no
road network existed — it was typical of
the use of light railways in agriculture.
This has offered Bachmann the
opportunity to offer the models in
liveries other than wp grey, including
Welsh Highland Railway red and
Nocton grey. Some D Class stock is
preserved, inc[uding an ambulance van
and open wagon, which are located on

the Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway

Open wagon

Four versions of the D Class open
wagon are included in the first batch

of models, including the featured

wD No. Lr2571, which is finished in
weathered light grey (393-050) and
Welsh Highland Railway No. 14, which
is painted in a bright red colour (393-
053). An open wagon for Nocton Estates
is also offered in pristine condition (393-
os1 and a weathered model of Ashover

The open wagons are 70mm long over the body and 87mm long over the coupling faces.

and chains is well executed and the sides
and floor are detailed on the interior

stands (where appropriate). The wheel
sets are composed of spoked metal

)
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Another view of the WD ambulance van
showing how the end doors slide open.

wheels which have pinpoint axle

ends that rotate freely in the bogies,
resulting in free-rolling wagons. The
bogies themselves rotate freely and will
negotiate tight curves in common with

the full-size vehicles.

While all of the doors are a close fit, they
slide open and close smoothly.

together with Froissy Dompierre Light ~ Light Railway No. 7 (393-052). with planking.
Railway, the last surviving 60omm The models share the same features
gauge ‘trench railway’ of the First World  and body with fixed sides comprising
War, which is operated as a heritage three planks fitted to metal framing. A
railway (P’tit Train de la Haute Somme).  representation of the securing catches

Bogies
Bogies are detailed with in-line brake
blocks and separately moulded brake

First World War and will be welcomed
by those interested in modelling that era.
The addition of postwar models to the
range allows the modelling of civilian
narrow gauge railways and agricultural
railways in addition to those of France
in the war. The new narrow gauge range
should fire up the imagination to inspire
some new layouts and with the models
designed to negotiate tight curves in the
same manner as the prototype, there

is plenty of scope for compact layout
design to suit those with limited space!
The Baldwin steam locomotive models
to match the D Class wagons will be
available early in 2018. Look out for the
new green and red Bachmann boxes to
distinguish the 009 gauge range from
standard 0o gauge models.

Covered wagon

Two models of the covered goods wagon
are offered including one finished in the
mid-grey livery of the Nocton Estates
Light Railway (393-026) and a weathered
First World War wp ‘ambulance van’
(393-025) which is featured in this review.
The covered goods wagon is fitted with
sliding doors on both sides making it
possible to detail the interior. The wp
ambulance van is fitted out with stretcher
racks and could be further detailed with
more equipment and oil lamps. The end
doors slide open too, increasing the scope
for interior detailing and customisation

of the models.

Couplings
Standard 009 gauge couplings are
supplied with the models, fitted to
NEM-355 coupling pockets, which are
themselves directly mounted on the
bogies. The couplings are the same
as those favoured by 009 modellers
that consist of a simple loop and catch
system. The loop lifts to clear the catch
on adjacent couplings and has a ‘tail” to
allow the use of uncoupling ramps for
remote uncoupling.

Bachmann’s new narrow gauge range
will be on general release in plenty of
time for the centenary of the end of the

All of the models are fitted with standard 009 couplings which are clipped into NEM-355
coupling boxes. They are compatible with Peco 009 couplings.

-
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FREE P&P
available
on website

usm MODEL RAIL

http: l!satmodelrall co.uk
info@satmodelrail.co.uk
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* GRAHAM
F FAHISH

BACHMAMNN

« Bigger on the inside!!

« Huge range of New & Pre-owned pruducts -:-
« DCC Chip/Decoder fitting service

« Repairs & Servicing

« Working layouts in store/demo facilities

« Expert & friendly customer advice

« Large Free Customer car park =
« Professional weathering & renumbering service available

38 Potovens Lane, Lofthouse Gate, Wakefield WF3 3JF
Tel: 01924 824748 email: goinglocomodels@hotmail.com

4 | napmy  Visitour Website WWW.goinglocomodels.com &

e i

WANTE’b e
MODEL RAILWAYS
AND DIECAST

Want to use less wires? Struggle with
soldering? Want to use a more reliable

system?

Check out SPC today!

DCC decorder fitting service

Open Mon, Wed, Thurs, Sat, Sun 10am to 5pm
Tues 10am to 1.30pm, Fri 1.30pm to 5pm

website for
exhibition
: ; dates

Unit G5, The Old Granary, 5 Maltings Road,

Battlesbridge, Wickford, Essex SS11 7RF
Tel: 01268 562588 Free Parking

We specialise in products that make
creating your DC/DCC layout easier.
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Suimple maintenance cradle

The 90-degree cradle fittings are shown
assembled to the cross-members ready to hold
a model securely upside down so wheels

may be cleaned or the retaining screws
removed from wheel baseplates.

The Proses 45-90-degree locomotive servicing cradle provides a secure way of holding
models for maintenance, repair and cleaning tasks. Cradle assemblies for holding the
model at 45 degrees (shown fitted) and completely upside down are supplied.

Nigel Burkin tests the Proses 45-go-degree locomotive

AVE YOU EVER TRIED TO BALANCE

servicing cradle.
a locomotive on its roof to clean

H the wheels or undertake other

light maintenance tasks? Yes, well, we
have all done it in a hurry and with
varying degrees of success, hoping the
model does not tip over while trying to
undo screws or apply a fibre pencil to
the wheels to remove some particularly
dirty grubbiness that seems to collect on
the treads from time to time.

The task is made considerably easier
with a loco cradle, which allows for
adjustment to accommodate both steam
and diesel locomotives without the risk
of damage. A simple but flexible cradle
is produced by Proses, the company that
made its name with simple ballasting
and track-laying tools. Proses now
offers a wide variety of useful modelling
aids and detailing parts ranging from
maintenance cradles including the
sophisticated rotating cradle, timber and
rod cutters and ballasting tools.

It is quite a range of invaluable tools
and accessories, which is distributed in
the uk by Bachmann. On a personal
note, [ am particularly caretul with

the maintenance of my collection of
models, particularly those needed for
exhibition use. Having a stable device
that sits on the workbench and can
hold N gauge and 0o gauge models
securely for wheel cleaning and other
maintenance tasks is very useful. The
Proses 45-90-degree locomotive servicing
cradle is also great for supporting steam
locomotive models for the fitting of
accessories often supplied with them. So
much better than a balancing act with
model, adhesive and hands!

Features:

The cradle is composed of a base plate
with slots to accept the four cradle
assemblies, which consist of cross-
pieces and cradle fittings. There are two
types of cradle fitting which may be
used to make up the cradle assemblies,
including the 45-degree cradles that
hold the model at a convenient angle
and 9o-degree cradles that hold the
model completely upside down. The
cradle assemblies may be positioned
anywhere on the base to allow any
length of model to be accommodated.
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Four cross-members are supplied, which may

be fitted with the various cradle fittings to

make up the cradle assemblies. The 45-degree 1
fittings are being used to support a Bachmann

Stanier ‘Mogul’ tender engine.

R R R R R Ry

PRODUCT DETAILS:
PLB-go1
45-90-Degree Loco Servicing Cradle

Manufacturer:
Proses
(Distributed by Bachmann Europe Plc)

Scale:
N, 00/HO and O gauge

Price:
£59.95

Web:
http://bachmann.co.uk/proses.php
https://proses.com/

ey

Clearly, it’s easier to hold a diesel
model in the cradle where the roof
is unlikely to have any delicate detail
that could be broken off. A steam
locomotive is an entirely different
matter and care has to be taken to
avoid supporting the locomotive on
whistles, safety valves or any other
delicate detail on the boiler, cab roof
or tender top when using a cradle. The
cradle assemblies are easily to slide along
the base to ensure a steam locomotive
model is supported on solid areas of
the body.

[ found both the 45-degree and
go-degree cradles simple to use with
oo-gauge and N-gauge models. Simply
secure the 45-degree cradles on one
side of the cross-members and push
the opposite ones up until they are
the right distance apart to suit your
particular model. Some adjustment will
accommodate differences in the model
such as cab and boilers until the model
sits firmly in the cradle.

When completely inverting a model,
fit the 9o-degree cradles to one side
before adding the base pads, which
will support the loco roof or top. Hold
the model in place while pushing the
opposite cradles up to it to secure
the model in place. Finger tighten
the securing wing nuts to hold the
cradles in place. The number of cradle
assemblies used at any one time will
depend on the size of the model. A
small tank engine or a diesel loco can be
supported with two, while a large tender
steam locomotive will need two for the
tender and two for the engine.

The 45-90-degree locomotive
maintenance cradle is Very easy to use
and provides a very secure support for
detailed models, eliminating much of
the risk of damage during maintenance
and repair work. It will accommodate
O-gauge models too which, given their
size and weight, can be unwieldy to
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Each of the cradle assemblies
is positioned to support the
model in the best possible
place to avoid damage

to delicate parts.

N-gauge models such as the Graham Farish

Castle Class locomotive are easily and
securely accommodated in the
45-degree cradles.

Rolling stock may also be worked on in
the cradle. It is likely that only two of the
cradle assemblies would be needed to
support a bogie coach.

Two cradle assemblies are all that is needed for small tank engines.

No more awkward holding of diesel locos with
their curved roofs. A Bachmann Class 20 is
securely supported for wheel cleaning
and lubrication of the gear

towers of each bogie.

Bachmann’s Stanier ‘Mogul’ takes a turn in
the 90-degree cradle assemblies with care
taken to avoid safety valves, whistles and
other delicate details.

N |
handle. It also assists with painting Aol _-i'r._.,
projects too, although using one in ' -
the spray booth is not recommended '
— restrict your painting work to detail
painting and weathering work! I tried

it with a variety of different locomotive
models including the tiny Hornby
‘Peckett’, Bachmann 0o-gauge tender
engines as well as a Graham Farish
N-gauge Castle Class model. It held

the models securely in all cases. Its use

is not restricted to locomotives — it

can also be used to hold rolling stock
models securely. In the next issue, [ will
take a look at the pLB-902 ‘Multi Angle
Rotating Loco Cradle’” which is more
sophisticated and allows for a greater
range of positions and will be very
useful for detailing work, detail painting
and tricky maintenance tasks.
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Stafford Railway Circles’ clubroom, where members take a hard-earned break with the latest issue of RMM,
which is delivered to their clubroom each month by local model shop Topp Trains. The Mayor of Sandwell’s
Trophy at this year’s Warley show went to Stafford Railway Circles’ layout Whiteacres, as being the exhibit
most enjoyed by the mayor during her visit. STAFFORDRAILWAYCIRCLES

A fascinating layout... but it needs support!

Dear RMM
[ have recently discovered RMM, having had a
copy thrust into my hand by my local model shop

in Hunstanton, and enjoy the content.

disappoint Paul Steels and issue an enforcement
notice on New Street TMD. We cannot have an
excavation that deep with unsupported sides,
especially with two operatives in the excavation.
[t is, indeed, a fascinating layout, even if I have to
say, tongue in cheek, that the excavation requires
some planking and strutting!

has a reputation for being occasionally spoilt by
rivet counters, criticism of the scenic aspects 1s
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probably one of the least-expected things. I have
my model railway in the garden, to save me having
to engage in much scenic modelling!

lan Watts, via email
But, oh dear, 'm afraid we shall have to

Which just goes to show, that while the hobby

N-gauge military figures and vehicles

online he should find a

large selection especially
for the period in question.
romm is the nearest
equivalent to N. He might
also try 1/144th models.

In last month’s edition

of RMM Irving Roberts
was asking about sourcing
N-gauge military figures
and vehicles. If he searches
for tomm war games figures

Revell has just released some
triple packs of vehicles for this
period at a good price. Hope
this helps.

Mike Potter, Budget
Model Railways, via email
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?
gmarwou help:

[ was most interested in the
article in the November issue
on DCC. I'm considering the
use of this form of control on a
layout that I am constructing.
Several of my friends have
suggested that it would make
operation easier, especially with
the ability to run trains without
the complexity of sections and
their switches.

[ look forward to reading any
replies concerning this as Dcc is
all rather new to me, so it has to
be nice and simple!

lan Hopkins

NIGEL BURKIN REPLIES: With
the ability to incorporate sound
and lighting effects, the pcc
driving experience puts you
firmly in the locomotive cab. In
fact, it should be seen as train
driving rather than making
operations just easier.

1AN: However, I prefer dial-
type controls as that is what I
and my friends are used to.

NIGEL: There are controllers
with dials instead of buttons
available. A little research on
the web will quickly put you
in touch with pcc retailers
ﬂffering a wide range of control
systems. Many of them attend
shows with comprehensive
demonstration stands, so ‘try
before you buy’!

1AN: Also there is the
added complication of the
layout being in O gauge. The
locomotives are either scratch
or kit built and of small tender
locos such as 0-6-0s or 2-4-0T
and 4-4-2T types. All are
powered by small or medium
sized Mashima motors.

NIGEL: A 5§ Amp system
should be your absolute
minimum requirement. The
key will be the number of locos
on the layout at any one time
and how many are working
at once. That current demand
will determine the power level
of the system you eventually
choose. Go for as much power
as you can.

Small- to medium-sized
Mashima motors do not draw a
great deal of current, so higher
power rated decoders for 0o/HO
which have a minimum rating of
1 Amp and peak load of 2 Amps
should sufhce for light running.
However, the weight of your
trains will be a factor and that
will affect the peak current draw
taken by a motor when starting a
train. You may need to consider
much higher-powered decoders
appropriate to O gauge, which
can be between 3 to §A capacity.

1AN: The layout is an end-
to-end terminus to fiddle yard
station, approximately 25ft
with fiddle yard. The point and
signal controls will be manual,
i.e. lever-frame operated, so
not powered for run by DCC.
There would be two or three
locos running at once, i.e.
up, down and a shunter. The
big drawback is that in order
to fully replicate a station in
an inner city environment
I will need between 20 and
25 engines.

NIGEL: Layout size is not
relevant unless it goes beyond
30 feet whereupon it is worth
considering an additional power
district to divide layout into
two electrical zones with equal
power supply in each (to avoid

voltage drop over long wiring
runs). I very much doubt all 25
locos will be running at once —
consider the maximum number
that will be moving at any
one time. Although stationary
engines will draw a little current
to keep the decoder active, it is
usually negligible. If the bulk of
those engines are concentrated
around a depot then consider
making the depot area a separate
power district.

1AN: Given all this, what
type of system could I use
that is not overly expensive?
The trains consist of around
nine four-wheeled carriages
weighing in at 200g each,
with a couple of trains of
12-14 coaches.

NIGEL: O-gauge modelling
is expensive and a considered
investment. Therefore buy a
decent system and pay as much
as you can for it to ensure you
get the benefit of the investment
you have put into collecting
O-gauge equipment. Don't
g0 cheap with pcc when
working with larger scales. Low
current starter systems will not
be adequate.

1AN: DCC could be used
just to run the locomotives.
There are three ‘driving’
positions. An operator drives
from the fiddle yard towards
the bufferstops. The fiddle
yard drives trains out of the
station and the main control
panel (signal box) operates the
station pilot. I don’t intend to
worry about sounds at present.

NIGEL: DCC will not affect
this other than to remove the
need for limiting electrical
block operation.

www.buffersmodelrailways.com
01297 35557

OPENING TIMES: TUES-FRI 1T0AM-4PM, SAT 10AM-1PM

Locos - Wagons - Carriages - Track & accessories — Scenery
(both pre-built & scratch) - Paint - Adhesives - Tools - Power & electrical

]]AI'[IL' [

TAMIYA
and many many more

Secondhand Bought and sold both OO gauge & N gauge (In store only).
We also stock our Buffers Exclusives range
Please call or check website for prices

II.IVI:EH::IDLH D
CCEMNMICS

Colston Cross near Axminster, Devon, EX13 7NF

(On A358 between Chard & Axminster)
media@buffersmodelra ilways.com Most Major Cards Accepted

PETER’S SPARES

MODEL RAILWAYS LIMITED
MAIL ORDER & REPAIR SPECIALISTS

10,000 items in stock
available now

4+ New & Used Hornby Spare Parts
4 Our own spare parts made in China
4 Locomotives and Rolling Stock

e ¢ Plastic Kits, Paints, Tools & Glues

4+ Digital Decoders & Controllers
4 Locomotive Detailing parts
4 Mega Steam Smoke Fluid
4 Tracks & Train Sets
4 We have it all at Peter’s Spares

NEED HORNBY SPARES?

Talk to Peter’s Spares
Over 2000 Different Hornby Spares in Stock

DON'T FORGET WE SELL:

Locomotives, Rolling Stock, Scenics
and much more!

NEW & USED MODEL RAILWAYS

Specialists in Model Trains since 1994 - Servicing, Repairs & DCC Decoder Fitting
2H/2J) Brighouse Business Village, Riverside Park, Middlesbrough, Cleveland TS2 1RT

PECO
F“ﬁ"ifm Web: www.petersspares.com EUFU"

Email: sales@petersspares.com

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Tel: 01642 909794
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RMM writer Darryl Foxwell, aged three anc three—qﬁarters IN 1954, with
Simba the cat and his Hornby O-gauge tinplate clockwork train set.
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Happy memories of a hobby I still love, 60 years on

Dear RMM
[ can’t recall the exact date but it must have
been in the early 1950s that [ was given a Tri-ang
Princess Royal with two coaches. These ran on
the original grey pre-formed plastic track on the
lounge floor. I had a tunnel and — for reasons
unknown — an o-gauge lattice post distant signal!
The track came with a point and I well
remember being totally perplexed as to why |
couldn’t make (what I now know to be) a ‘reverse
loop’; of course, as soon as I connected the track it
all sorted itself out!

Around this time — when [ was about seven or
eight — my mum and dad would take me for the
summer holidays down from north London to
Cornwall where an uncle and aunt had a hotel.
This backed right on to the St Ives branch. By now,

my railway interests were well and truly cemented.

A house move from urban Tottenham to what was
‘the countryside’ of Waltham Cross came in 1957; |
immediately made friends with some school mates
who were trainspotters and spent many happy hours
watching N7s, Britannias and B17 "Footballers’ on
their way to Cambridge or Liverpool Street.

Tri-ang TT came along and [ moved into that
scene, making a fairly substantial L-shaped ‘terminus
to fiddle yard’ layout in my bedroom. As my pals and
[ got a little older — all of 11 or 12! — we made regular
trainspotting trips to either Potters Bar or to many
of the London termini and loco sheds courtesy of a
‘Twin Rover.

Fast forward 60 years and I still have that inbuilt
love of railways and modelling them. 1T has been
replaced by oo — and what excellent models they

are nowadays!
Brian Macdermott, via email

from

1897

RAIIWAY .

DIGITAL ARCHIVE Muagazine

Over a century of railway history from
Britain’s best-selling rail title

SIX MONTH SUBSCRIPTION PLUS
EXCLUSIVE UNLIMITED ACCESS
TO THE MAGAZINE ARCHIVE

THE ENTIRE RAILWAY MAGAZINE
ARCHIVE IS NOW COMPLETE

Get unlimited access to The Railway Magazine online archive, on your
computer, tablet and smart phone

With 120 years’ worth of back issues available from 1897 to the present day

1300 searchable issues with over 140,000 pages

FIND OUT MORE:
railwaymagazine.co.uk/archive

To DCC or not to DCC - that is the question!

Dear RMM,
I recetve your publication through a friend
who works as a volunteer on the Lincolnshire

Wolds Railway, who brings me a copy whenever

they receive the latest edition. While some of
the articles don’t particularly appertain to my
larger scale railway modelling, it does make
for enjoyable reading. Especially of interest to
me are the history articles on manufacturers
in Blasts from the Past. It is interesting to
find out what happened to the toy and model
companies of my early boyhood and to hear,
often surprisingly, about what else they
manufactured, most of which we never, in our
young days, even imagined the companies
were involved in; to us, it was all about

the trains!

Regarding the discussions on DCC in recent
issues, DCC 1s the way forward - in my book,
anyway. Oh yes, I hear all the DC arguments,
but that is really about some people not
wanting to get into the 21st century and not
accepting advances in technology. And with
a lot of modellers, as of old, they have the
excuse about it costing money. Now I'm not
well off, but comfortable - which depends
on where your comfortable line is -and a
pensioner, so my disposable income is not
great, so I have to watch what I spend. Having
said that, my O-gauge garden railway is DCC;
the main cost of the controller set-up, while a
considerable amount, is something that you
would only possibly buy the once.

Decoders (non-sound type) are relatively
cheap, being obtainable from less than £20 -
TCS-T1 - so that 1s a small extra to invest in
what gives enjoyable, controllable running.
When they are set up correctly - and the basic
set-up 1s not really rocket science - they have
inertia and deceleration, just like the real
thing, top end speed to match the engine, so
that your J71 doesn’t outclass Mallard for the
record run!

Yes, I know that sound is considerably
more expensive, but, if like me, you start with
the cheap chips, get acquainted then try a
sound chip in your favourite engine (and set
it up for the correct “number of beats to the
bar”l), you'll become hooked. Heavier beat
under acceleration, brake squeal on stopping,
whistles, injectors, safety valves, etc., etc. No,

we will never get the deep, heavy exhaust beat

we hear close up on the real thing (speakers
limit that), but at the distance we are viewing
our models, it 1s a good few tens of yards away
in real life.

[ “inherited” a part-built garden railway
when I purchased my current house some 19
years ago, then a simple twin track on DC.

It was quite a while before I started doing
anything with it owing to the pressures of
business and work. I was finally acquainted
with the Gauge O Guild some 16 years or so
ago and started to look at rebuilding and
expanding the railway for something to do
when I retired.

After much thought on the subject, coupled
with the fact that the whole railway would
have to be ripped to pieces and rebuilt, I
decided to go down the DCC route, for three

main reasons. First was simplified wiring up -
no section switches, etc. - and the second was
that I wanted to run the railway by “driving”
the engines - such as banking or buffering

up to another loco - anywhere, not just in
sectioned sidings and being able to “control”
the engines as I wanted. The final one was that
I could run multiple trains at the same time,

at different speeds - as with the real railway

- and, again, not have to worry about section
switches and the like. Rebuilding the whole
railway meant that ALL of the wiring would be
redone, so it was really a no-brainer!

When I ventured into DCC, it wasn’t
anywhere near as sophisticated as it is now
- sound was really in its infancy and not that
brilliant - a lot has happened in the last 12
years or so and I was trying to look into the
future and what I saw appeared good fun.

As I said, I reasoned that it would be a lot of
work to go DC, then change at a later date to
DCC with a good bit of rewiring that would be
involved, plus the expense of DC controllers
then buying DCC ones later. It was a steep
learning curve, over quite a period of time, but
then Rome (and my railway) wasn’t built in

a day.

I will admit to having all my pointwork in
the main train shed area (and just outside) as
analogue/DC, but the points over the other
side of the garden are digitally controlled. In
the engines, I started with plain, cheap DCC
non-sound chips - TCS and Zimo - and had
a few years of enjoyment with them. I then
happened on the ESU sound chip for an A4 and
that was it - my A4 had to have one - even
though it was expensive and made the wallet
wince a bit (they have come down by about a
third since then), it had to happen. Well, that
snowballed after a year or so and now nearly
the whole stud has sound on board - gradually,
not all at once, you understand. Now, if I build
or acquire a new engine, the chip has to be
sound. With O gauge, we are usually limited
to far fewer engines than a lot of 00-gauge
modellers, so the expense on the chips is not
as great - and taking into account the cost of
0O-gauge kits and even scratch-butlds or the
lower-end RTR (heavens, I can’t afford the top
end locos - think I'll see if I can win the lottery
this yearll), it 1s not too much extra to pay.

My garden railway is a scale two miles
(8o yards 1n our world) continuous run, twin
track main line up to four and six roads in a
good few places. ECML type cuttings, bridges,
tunnels and viaducts have been built (and
still are being built - never be finished, I'm
surel) all adding to the enjoyment. Taking a
belt and braces approach with a good-sized
cabling (2.5smm sq) ring main supplying the
tracks at regular intervals (usually three
metres - ‘cos that'’s the length of the conduit!)
it runs very reliably and has done since it first
ran - I have just shut down for winter after my
eleventh year.

So, yes, if you are prepared to put in the
work, getting it right from the beginning,
then DCC will pay dividends and be a really
enjoyable experience.

Geoff Byman, via email
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Bachmann releases new versions of its Conflat A
wagon in N and OO gauge, writes Nigel Burkin.

LAT WAGONS DESIGNED TO CARRY
Fdﬂﬂr*t{}ﬂdﬂﬂl‘ containers have

been a feature of the railways for
many years. The Big Four railways
operated wagons capable of carrying
interchangeable containers, although
standardisation was not common.
Some records state that the first true
standard door-to-door container services
commenced around 1926 — a fact that
is dithcult to verity. As demonstrated by
the addition of a ‘Pickfords” furniture
container to Bachmann’s latest BR
Conflat A wagon releases, the use of
containerisation was regarded as more
suitable for valuable loads such as
removals services.

BR inherited a large number of
container-carrying wagons and containers
— most of which were life expired at
Nationalisation. New wagons were
desperately needed to continue operating
a reliable door-to-door service using
traditional container designs including
the large BD and Ba type and smaller A
type containers. Theres little scope to
cover all the different types of container
in this edition of What's in the Shops
— a little research will soon reveal how
varied traditional door-to-door container
operations were.

Of the BR wagons built to carry
traditional containers, the Conflat A
design was the most numerous of the
traditional designs, being constructed
to six diagrams between 1951 and 1958
(Diagrams 1/061, 1/062, 1/065, 1/067,
1/069 and 1/070). All six types were
broadly similar with a flat deck on a 1oft
wheelbase underframe equipped with
vacuum brakes and special storage pockets
for the chains used to secure containers
to the wagon. Differences between the six
diagrams of Conflat A included different
axle box covers, buffers and either four- or
eight-shoe clasp brakes.

After traditional container operations
ceased following the introduction of
standard 150 containers, many Conflat A
wagons were transferred to departmental
use and could be found with varying
modifications including concrete mixing
equipment; adaptations to carry coach
and wagon bogies together with use as
runner wagons. The usefulness of the
design ensured that a good number
survived beyond the last traditional
container operations to see preservation
including Bso6889 and B7o0471 located
in the Mid Hants Railway; Bso7397
and B507489 which are preserved with
numerous other Conflats on the Great

In OO gauge, an attractive combination of Conflat A wagon and a BD container dressed in
Pickfords' livery (37-954) was set for release at the end of 2017.

Central Railway where there are plans
to recreate a traditional container train
operation. One Conflat A survives with
the srrs at Bo'ness and other notable
preservation efforts of Conflat wagons
include B702702 at Mangapps Railway
Museum; B5o7225 on the Coln Valley

Railway and B703819 on the Gloucester
& Warwickshire Railway.

Bachmann 00 gauge model
Bachmann currently offers seven models
of the Br Conflat A wagon including
those fitted with wooden BD containers in
British Railways (37-951B), Speedfreight
(37-952) and Pickfords’ liveries (37-

954). Wagons loaded with alloy Ba
containers for Speedfreight services

are also available in unvented (37-990)
and vented condition (37-991). A twin
pack of Conflat A wagons is offered for
those modellers wishing to load their
containers, run them empty or modity
them for departmental use (37-983). The
models feature three-hole disc wheels

and NEM-362 coupling pockets. The
containers sit neatly on the modelled
wooden deck, which has the chain pocket
detail included. The models are equipped

with four-shoe brakes, split-axle box
covers and spindle buffers.

is featured.

Graham Farish N gauge model
As new ways of unloading containers
were sought, to save handling time,
the development of new lightweight
alloy containers, which could be
unloaded using fork-lift trucks and
secured with pins instead of chains was
developed, together with modifications
to Conflat A wagons. This arrangement is
represented by the featured Graham Farish
Conflat A model loaded with an unvented
Alloy BA container (377-345). A wagon
loaded with a vented alloy container
is also featured in the current Graham
Farish catalogue (377-346). The forklift
truck modifications are incorporated in
the base of the BA containers supplied
with the models and not the wagon
models themselves.

The 2017 catalogue also features
two triple wagon packs, which are loaded
with British Railways’ BD containers (377-
336A) and the smaller type-A container
(377-337). A model without a container is
also offered (377-329). The Graham Farish
Conflat A is a four-shoe braked wagon
with spindle buffers. It does not feature
NEM coupling pockets, but is equipped
with metal three-hole disc wheels and
an accurately modelled body with chain

pocket detail.

January 2018

Bachmann also offers empty Conflat
A wagon models in both N and OO
gauge allowing modellers to make up
their own container loads. The Graham
Farish N gauge No. B708012 (377-329)

Model details:

BR Conflat A container wagon
(various containers)

Manufacturer:
Bachmann Europe Plc.

Scale:
4mm (1:76) scale, 00 gauge.
2amm (1:148) scale, N gauge.

Era:
1951-1952 until the
1g70s as container wagons
(Speedfreight type).

Web:
www.bachmann.co.uk

Suggested retail prices
of featured models:
37-954 00 gauge B708106 loaded
with a BD-type container in Pickfords'

livery: £15.95.

377-345 N gauge B737725 loaded
with an unvented BA Speedfreight

container: £15.95.
377-329 N gauge B708012: £14.50.

Society at Bo’ness. This design of Conflat A could be modelled using the Bachmann model as a basis for a simple conversion to eight-
shoe clasp brakes and the fitting of Oleo buffers.
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Bachmann’s ‘Birdcage’ coaches

SE&CR Dark Lake ‘Birdcage’ coaches from
Bachmann, reviewed by Nigel Burkin.

E&CR DARK LAKE IS THE LIVERY
applied to the second of three
sets of 6oft ‘Birdcage’ coach
models being released in 0o gauge
by Bachmann over the autumn and
winter period. The livery colour is a
very dark red embellished with fine
lining around the door and coach
side panels. The red is so dark, it is
almost brown in colour until one
looks closely at the finish. The livery is
completed with shaded lettering and
white roofs.

Bachmann has researched this
family of coaches well, with both the
British Railways crimson and se&cr
Dark Lake versions featuring details
specific to the era they represent
including different roof vents and
other roof details. The interiors are
also treated accordingly together with
window markings and correct interior
colours. Small detail changes include
the bogie foot boards and underframe
details too.

This type of coach was primarily
operated in fixed sets of three. This
particular set of ‘Birdcage’ coaches
is numbered No. 138 and consists of
a Brake Composite Lavatory Coach
No. 1174 (39-600); Composite
Lavatory Coach No. 1178 (39-610) and
Brake Third Coach No. 1182 (39-620).

S

The set numbers are applied to
the guards’ compartment ends
of the brake coaches which may
be identified by the raised roof
section with its small windows
allowing the guard to see along
the train in both directions.

The last set of three models
to be released is the Southern
Railway lined olive green
version, which should be
available early in 2018. The
suggested retail price is £64.95
for each coach.

Model features:
Separate hand rails and
commode handles.

Roof details specific to coaches in
SE&CR (pre-Grouping) condition.

Dynamo and batteries fitted to
two of the three coaches making up
a ‘trio’ set.

Clear flush glazing allowing a good
view of the coach interiors.

Accurately modelled and
coloured interiors.

Sharp printing of livery details,
particularly lettering.

Metal wheels with end-of-axle
pick-ups to assist with interior
lighting installation.

Fine truss rod detail applied to
the underframe.

Separately moulded
brake equipment.

Close coupling cams.

NEM coupling pockets.

Lined SE&CR Dark Lake livery is a very
attractive dark red colour with fine lining

around body panels.

SE&CR ‘Birdcage’
stock were so called
because the raised
guard’s lookout at the end
of the brake coaches was
fitted with small windows, giving

the raised section the appearance of
a cage. The Brake Composite Lavatory
Coach (39-600) and Brake Third Coach
(39-620) are shown with the brake sections
nearest the camera.

Model details:
6oft ‘Birdcage’ coaches in SE&CR Dark
Lake livery.

Manufacturer:
Bachmann Europe Plc.

Scale:
4mm (1:76) scale, 00 gauge.

Era:
Era 2: Circa 1923-1947.

Web:
www.bachmann.co.uk

Suggested retail price:
£64.95.

.

BALSA. MILITARY KITS & BOATS

EVERYTHING AT
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Y&D

Pennine Models
at Haworth

NOW STOCKING

Gaugemaster Controls DC & DCC and Accessories
Roco & Peco 009 & HOe ~ Locos, wagons, track etc.

« REPAIRS DONE -

If you are looking for something try us first.

A LARGE VARIETY OF NEW PLASTIC KITS,
MANY NOW SOUGHT AFTER

Also paints, glue, K&S metals, Deluxe Materials
glues Evergreen, Balsawood etc.

Everything in shop to make a trainset into
a model railway.

CUSTOMERS WANTED.... With an eye for a bargain

33/35 Mill Hey, Haworth, Keighley BD22 8NQ

Tel. 01535 642367
penninemodels@gmail.com
Wednesday to Sunday 11am-5pm

« DCC DECODERS FITTED -
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your sKills with

older, cheaper models

Martin R Wicks explains how he used second-handg, kit-built vans, ‘seconds’ as well as damaged

funds being a finite resource for

many, railway modelling often has
to take its place a long way down the
list of priorities, but, to coin a phrase,
neither man nor woman can live by
bread alone!

Second-hand purchases of damaged
and part-built wagons, vans, coaches
and even locos can be a preferred
choice, whether sourced online or
at model railway exhibitions. While
the modeller has to be sure that such
models are repairable and that the
modeller’s skills are up to the task,
these models can be, conversely, a

I N THESE TIMES OF AUSTERITY, WITH

rewarding challenge and a skill-builder,

as well as being a cost-effective route
back into the hobby.

Finds, such as those from under
a trader’s table at model railway
exhibitions, can be a boon to the
returnee to the hobby, or even to
someone wanting some cheap projects
to get their teeth into and thus build
upon their model-making skills as
well as their fleet. This applies, equally,
to all three main gauges in the vk,
whether that be damaged rTR, part-built
or damaged kits. Models in the rTR
category may only require a couple
of new wheel sets, derailing, fettling,
repaint or general weathering, common-
sense easy fixes. Kit-built or RTR chassis

gl di o
.....
-

RTR vans and coaches to ease his return into the hobby, modelling in 7mm scale (O gauge).

T g e e rm———
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Thankfully the war is over, it’s late spring in 1946 and an LMS 12T Van, still in |t5 original ‘Big Four' livery, is spied at Draycntt Camp Halt Sidings - an in-service, pickled paint and all, down- at-heel austerity vehicle, in more ways than

one. New solebars and brake fittings, axle boxes and buffer housings are all now present and correct! Just about visible, under the grime, the solebars have been correctly painted in LMS freight grey. This old Parkside-Dundas (now
Parkside) model was destined for the scrap-heap, now it only looks like it is, but prototypically!

can be swapped about so as to achieve
different Diagram numbers (sub types)
of van/wagon, thus adding variation to
your goods trains.

For the purposes of this article [ am
going to focus upon models based,
mainly, on kits. Wagon kits are a great
way to develop skills, whether they are
new, part-built or built/damaged kits etc,
and are especially useful for one-off, less-
common vehicles for the fleet, those not
currently available as RTR. I'm primarily
speaking of the injection-moulded plastic
kits as a good starting point. Buyer
beware though, if buying, ‘sight-unseen’
(even with ‘listings photos’) from the
internet — [ would advise that I much

prefer to see first-hand what I am buying,
when buying second-hand.

In perfect or imperfect
condition?

Depending on the exhibition trader (or
the online auction trader), and their
experience with second-hand kit-built
models, one can find a real mixed bag in
terms of quality and thus pricing, under
a trader’s table/in a listing, with the
quality — and pricing — of such being
down to perception of both the seller
and the buyer. If at an exhibition, ask to
view the models close up, handle them,
take your time, have a good look, don't
rush, if in doubt walk away and have a

Mr

ponder or leave well alone, there will be
other models available.

If you do decide to buy, assess the
models. How well do you know the
prototype (many vans and wagons
were built to a common, era-specific,
standardised theme, so one can get to
‘know’ them quite well, quite quickly).
Can the parts be repaired or replaced?
Are spares available or can you adapt
others’ products to suit or fabricate
your own? Check that everything is
four square and true, especially on a
kit-built model, the chassis and body
sides as a basic starting point — after all,
your project model is supposed to be an
achievable goal.

Aspire Gifts

& Models

Opening Times: Mon 2pm-5pm; Tues, Wed, Thurs 10am-5pm

Suppliers of all Major Railway Brands,
We Chip, Service and Repair Engines

Layouts built from Track to finished Item
THOUSAND'’S OF ITEMS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE
CREDIT CARDS WELCOME

Unit 4 Court Farm Business Park, Buckland Newton,
Dorset DT2 7BT Tel: 01300 345355

Email. edward.aspire@btinternet.com

Website. www.aspiregiftsandmodels.co.uk

43

floccess Models

WWW.ACCESSMODELS.CO.UK

We have a vast array of

products both for the novice

modeller and the more
experienced enthusiast

Open Mon - Sat
9.00am to 5.00pm

Tel: 01636 673116

- 45 Castlegate, Newark

! LASER CUT OO
SCALE KIT

L ASER CUT MODULAR
MINI BASEBOARDS i
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When a model (or models) looks
tatty and perhaps not worth the asking
price (especially if you are going to
purchase more than one), politely ask
the seller if they would sell you such
at a lower price, or ask them, what
their lowest price is, or if they would
accept an offer. Remember that the
trader needs to make a profit, always be
respectful and polite — a smile and some
banter can ease negotiations — then the
trader can make a sale, you get what you
want and neither party gets too rich or
00 poor.

[f the models were purchased online
from a retailer or online auction seller,
and the models aren’t as advertised/
described, when received, then you
will be covered under direct selling
legislation and entitled to a full refund.
Also check the seller’s Terms and
Conditions (T&Cs) before purchasing,
‘buyer beware’!

Making good

After viewing your purchase, have a
quiet think; you can then come up
with a plan of action for the repairs,
fettling etc, also take into account any
added details that you might like to
incorporate, as the sequence of events
(repairs) may be crucial to fitting such
in the correct order, or so as to avoid

finer detail getting damaged during

b

i
i

§ =
u - ! -——-—rl—- . - 1
- ,Wa : ; l% |
i ¥ ) : " 4
TR - 5 y s

L T

A close-up of more weathering applied
detail - faded and peeling goods/
manufacturer’s label, painted with white/
grey mix, chalked destination marks
(‘Derby’ and ‘Stoke’) made using a Faber
Castell Polychromos White (9201-101)
water-colour pencil. Although not visible,
the roof had its edges pared down slightly
and was repainted with Halfords Matt
White (plastic primer) spray from a rattle
can. It was then lightly sanded with

1200 wet and dry paper and then further
weathered with Humbrol RC401 Dirty
Black, which was wiped off with a tissue
and followed with a further light sanding
with the 1200 W&D paper.

heavier-duty repairs (fit the former after
the latter). Do a rudimentary check or
recheck of such basic aspects as:

Does the model run smoothly (if
purchased at an exhibition, hopefully
you will have spun the wheels when
purchasing and if a test track was nearby,
made sure that the model runs; of course
you may have purchased it at a great
price because it had no wheel sets!);

Check the axles, axle boxes, any
springing, compensation/suspension to
see if such works, etc.:

Check the squareness of the body and
chassis etc.:

Check to see — if fitted — if the sprung
buffers work, etc.;

Check details, such as door handles,
lantern brackets and the like. Are
they all still in place, do you wish to
replace them, paring off any moulded
details, etc?

When you are happy to proceed
with the work after the above checks,
you will then be ready, if you need to,
compile a spare parts list in preparation
for starting work. I endeavour to make
sure that [ have most parts to hand
before I start a project as this prevents
the project stalling.

Use resource material, books and
magazines et al, get as many photos of
the prototype as you can so as to get a
feel for it, i.e. what did it look like in
trathc? This will also help in purchasing
any spares or detailing parts.

At this stage, the work depends on
one’s patience, the levels of detail desired
(relative to your layout, your standards
and your aspirations) — this is a hobby
and it is meant to be fun. Challenges
are good for the soul, but getting
bogged down isn't helpful and neither is
procrastination, through a fear to act.

With a damaged or part-built ki,
most manufacturers, | have found, will,
for a nominal fee, or if buying parts or
spares from them at the same time, if
you need such, photocopy a spare set
of instructions for the original kit for
you. Many of these folk are modellers
themselves and like to see their kits
restored or upcycled, and back in trafhc.
Also at certain exhibitions, traders often
have lots of the more specialist spares
and detailing parts on display. Never
be afraid to ask questions; most traders
are also enthusiasts and modellers and
therefore a very knowledgeable resource.

Sometimes you might realise that a
model is worse than you first thought
and if you have purchased several
models of a similar type, in various
states of repair, they can be cannibalised
to build fewer models that are nigh on
perfect from a multitude of models
that looked like scrap (my current Mk.1
coach project is a good case in point).

Sometimes, one has to just consign
some models and parts to the spare
parts tin under the label ‘I will attend to
that later/that will do for parts’. Again,
don’t get bogged down, if things aren’t
going right, walk away, take a breather,
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to be viewed within a train. Another waif and stray, this time a ‘seconds-bin’ RTR purchase from Skytrex, it came with faulty wheel sets
and missing/damaged parts. The roof edges were pared down for a more scale appearance, lantern brackets and both scale and auto-
couplings added, a prototypical reinforcing bar between the ‘W’ irons added from Plastruct strip backed with brass-strip and ‘bolt-heads’
added, formed up from plastic-rod filed to shape. All weathered in my usual fashion.

The 12T VB BR van, work-in-progress,
weight added for garden-railway usage, all
four corners reinforced using solvent weld
fluid, cotton wool added, so as to inhibit
any plasticky ‘drumming’ sounds (a pet
hate of mine) and awaiting the separately
weathered (various shades of grey and
cheap talc) roof to be refitted.

have a cup of tea and a biscuit, come
back to the model a few minutes, hours,
days, or weeks later. Keep progressing
with your overall layout goals though.

I tend to work on these ‘waifs and
strays type models, over a period of
time, in downtimes or while waiting for
glue or paint to dry on other models, so
[ work and fettle them a little at a time
(breaking the elephant down into bite-
size chunks, or the watermelon, if one is
vegetarian or vegan).

For example, with the LmMs van in
the photographs, I started work, by
reinforcing the — wayward — sides and
athxing them with Deluxe Materials
‘Plastic Magic’ and Plastruct strip

This is the sort of condition that pre-built wagon kits often come in. This one started off
looking okay, but the wrong type of adhesive had been used - solvent weld is best - and
the whole model fell into a kit of pre-painted parts. In addition the sides had been built
around the floor; it is always best to build the sides into a right-angle L’ consisting of one
side and one end, then make the floor fit the two right-angled ‘Ls’. Seen below the open

wagon is a sprue of spare repair parts.

(affixed vertically to the inner corners),
a solvent ‘weld’ becomes as strong as the
plastic substrate components.

With brakes and other such details,
as | had built similar brake assemblies
several times before on previous kits —
and even had a spare set of instructions
— such held no fear, a little more effort
required than when new, by the way of

cleaning up and carving oftf damaged
details, all easily done with care though.
[ also repaired and replaced the buffer
housings, axle boxes and the like, from
my spares tin (leftover kit parts and
some bought-in spares — costing pennies
really). On older vehicles even the
prototype had odd and different axle
boxes on the same vehicle!

Unique range of scenery detailing, kits, tools & materials

Laser cut plastics produce perfect results with
realistic depth, intricate detail and longevity

M, 00 & O scales. Bespoke service for ALL other scales
Please visit our website to view all our products

York Modelmaking

Frinted price lists available
Linit 13. Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, ¥YO32 9LE

www.YorkModelrail.com 17C

Precision laser cut architectural components
Helping you create your individual buildings
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Work-in-progress, second-hand Lima Mk 1 coach and it was free!l The Mk 1 Lima cnaches have an almust currer:t tumble—hume yet the hﬂdy, as W|th all D gauge Mk 1 lea cnaches was too
narrow and not quite long enough, and manufactured with incorrect bogies, a real mismatch and VERY toy-like. Regardless of the sizing and scaling issues, | decided to turn mine into a near-
to-scale layout model. | widened it, fettled a new roof (from vacuum formed roof moulding available from the trade), added new resin ends, window surrounds (for later era Mk1s) and new
bogies. The model now awaits realigned/new door furniture and is looking much more the part, albeit a little like something found at the back of a shed on a restored heritage railway!

Mk.1 coach, improved under-frame detail for the Mk1 coach, made up from scrap Plastikard and proprietary parts and
awaiting fitting - a few bits and pieces of wire to be added yet, but as a ‘layout model’ | won’t go overboard on detail that

will be lost in the gloom of the underside of a coach.
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- Water Colour
Parclle

| mainly use just three colours when weathering; four or five if one includes the base/
livery colours. When laid out, there seems to have been a lot of finishing products used
on the LMS van, yet most of the paints, pastels, weathering products et al are all within
the same tonal range and, when working on 7mm scale models, texture is important,
so each manufacturer's product is used for its specific texture or other similar subtle
effect. My basic weathering mix/wash is made up of; Humbrol No. 70, 62 (or RC402) and
RC401 for under-frames and other areas that acquire road/traffic dirt, rust and detritus
etc. Lifecolor’s Leaking and Stains Set offers some very subtle effects, such as grease
on buffer heads, perfect when mixed with cheap talcum powder and dabbed on with a
cotton bud, ready mixed so quite cost effective too as one only uses what is needed -
without wasting a self-made mix.

The basic tools of the craft for repairing these models

- the only other items required were Deluxe Materials

‘Plastic Magic’, cotton buds and Xuron side-cutters
(for brutal repairs) - all easily obtainable and relatively

inexpensive essentials.

Remember, even if the model gets to
the stage that it is looking a complete mess
— after removing offending or damaged
items — don' despair, very often repairs are
less traumatic than they first appear and
this process helps you to overcome some
psychological constructs (i.e. fear of the
unknown) in terms of getting stuck in and
rebuilding the model.

Such challenges will improve your
model-making skills and will help when
a favourite model takes a plunge — dont
ask me how I know (a sft drop in my case,
of a highly detailed and detail-weathered
model — a favourite!) — and ends up with
a bent under-frame! Nothing for it but
to repair and make good. But with your
new-found skills, after fettling waifs and
strays, repairs of such should hold no fear,
whether it be a replacement of the under-
frame with another RTR item or a rebuild
using kit parts.

If the model is made from a kit it’s
always best to assemble (or if repairing,
then reassemble) and check the level
and trueness of the chassis and wheels
on a piece of old glass (i.e. a perfectly
Hat surface). Mirror glass of the correct
thickness is the best, yet in my case, I use
some thick glass from the front of an old
halogen security light (although smooth
around the edges, | edge such with
electrical insulation tape and I always
store it with care when not in use).

In conclusion
These little side projects will teach you a
lot in terms of your preferred approach

to modelling and the psychology
surrounding such, as well, of course, as
building your skills and thus pleasure,
enjoyment of the hobby and your
model-making.

Railway modelling is many things
to many people and at its heart it has
always been a creative hobby; working
on older, cheaper models is not only a
skill builder, it is a confidence builder
too, giving one the confidence to work
on more expensive models, such as
locos and the like. Procrastination with
any modelling project can be down to
fear of the unknown — so the more you
do, the more experience you gain and
reduce the fear factor.

Weathering of my Lms van took
longer than the repairs and the
whole was a very pleasing project,
the restoration of a model, which
had become next to useless, what
could be better in terms of ‘austerity’,
cost-effective upcycling and reusing?
Excellent layout models can be had
from these waifs and strays, found
languishing under the tables of traders
at exhibition, whatever their scale
and gauge.

Have a go at this form of model-
making without fear, as the risk of costly
mistakes is virtually zero. Skill-building
along the way, being creative and
passing time, all done just using basic
tools and materials on the kitchen table.

The usual caveats apply, I am
merely a happy customer of those
companies mentioned.
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The Mk.1 coach nearing completion, door
furniture yet to be added and realigned -
a cost-effective coach for the layout and
lots of new skills learnt and confidence
gained along the way.

Top tips from Mike Potter
at Budget Model Railways

Using roofing felt as ballast mat:
One of our biggest cost- and
time-saving discoveries was using
offcuts of roofing felt as ballast
mat. We like ballast mat as it’s
quick and easy and also reliable

as it provides a flat, even surface.
It also makes it easier to change
track if you change your mind or a
point needs replacing. There are
some nice commercially available
products but roofing felt 1s much
cheaper per square foot, especially
if you are making a big layout, or
even free like ours if it is left over
from someone’s shed roof. We
have even used it on our exhibition
layout and it looks so effective
that no one so far has noticed that
the track 1s not ballasted in the
usual way.

Roads: We wanted to find a way
to make quick, simple, cheap
roads. We found some black
sandpaper in Poundland and used
self-adhesive address labels

to make the road markings. It’s
really effective and really couldn’t
be any easier.

You will find videos on

how to do both of these
techniques and lots of other
simple, cheap projects on
our website: youtube.com/
budgetmodelrailways

2 Goodramgate
York - YO17LQ
01904 659423

~“MonkBar

Model Shop

00 & N Gauge Model Railways
Diecast Planes & Vehicles - Plastic Kits & FIQLI'EE

Stockists of Hornby. Bachmann. Dapol.
Graham Farish, Peco, Gaugemaster. Ratlo,

Wills. Woodland Scenlcs. Metcalfe, Oxford
Diecast. Base Toys and more

Open Monday - Saturday
9am-5:30pm

info@monkbarmodelshop.co.uk
monKbarmodeishop.Cco.uk

Graeme Simmonds

Painting & Weathering

Professional Fine Artist

Bl g T T T T T e N S

Working in Gauges N to O

Please see website for full details:

www.graemesimmonds.com

E. studio@graemesimmonds.com

T. 07790 733302

Locomotives, Rolling Stock, Road Vehicles, etc.

s

= Buying Pre-owned Collections
& Un-wanted Models

NOW STOCKING A WIDE SELECTION OF
PRE-OWNED MODEL & NEW RAILWAY
COLLECTIONS ONLINE & INSTORE

Send us a ]ISt or bnng ltEIHS in stnre & we wﬂl gwe you a FRFF 1Ff541111:-5.11:112}11T

Visit our EB:I}' shop & like us on Facebuuk d]

AGR Model Rallway Stnre

9 High Street Mews
28 High Street
Leighton Buzzard
Beds LU7 1EA
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Sat 9am-4pm
01525 854788

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk
sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Flnd us onn




Proudly announces
the opening of their
new model shop In
Bourne, Lincolnshire

MODELS LTD

' TVFEYEN 1
YANTED
MODEL RAILWAY & COLLECTABLES
Top Prices Paid
OPEN..,

For all makes, all ,.,,......-
gie cast etc.

sHOP NO

-.=sstant cash paid
Will travel to collect

D B O1778 420 066
O7723 336344

email: dbmodels@live.com
MODELS I'TD Unit 3 The Arena, Roman Bank, Bourne, Lincolnshire, PE10 9LQ
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Anyone for c

Sarah Palmer looks into the whimsical side of modelling.

EREK REEVES WENDSLEYDALE LAYOUT WAS TWO
D or three deep in visitors when I came across it

at Spalding model show recently. It may have
been the white chocolate mice that he gives to visitors,
Derek’s amiable smile, or more likely the myriad tiny
details to be found in his unusual cheese-based layout
that was attracting peoples attention.

This 8ft x 4ft layout just brings a smile to your face as
soon as you see it, for as Derek says: “Layouts at shows
are all about putting on an exhibition,” modelling as
theatre, if you like.

It took him about a year to build the ‘cheese’
quarry and the factory that stands behind it, and it
was exhibited for the first time on his home turf, the
Sudbury Model Railway Club exhibition, in 2014, from
there going on to do a further 10 exhibitions.

[t was at the Shenfield exhibition in September 2015
that he received an invitation from David Crossley to
exhibit at the Chilton Model Railway Association at St
Albans the following January.

“At the time I explained I was building a village
extension, and he told me to bring it as well. I had

January 2018

QUIET PLEASE
BABYBEL
NURSERY

1. Spot the Mouse and Spencer shop sign.

2. The Babybel nursery.

3. Derek hides small details in the layout to
encourage visitors to take a closer look,
such as this pair of cat’s eyes.

The mice are created
and made to move using
simple technologies.

only two buildings made and didn't even have a
baseboard. So next came three-and-a-half months of
very intense modelling,” says Derek.

“I put in some very late evenings. One evening
[ was in the ‘mancave’ at 11.15pm when my son
came home and locked up, leaving me locked out!

[ finally completed the layout the Thursday before
the exhibition.”

In total it has taken about two years to get the
layout to the stage it is at now because Derek keeps
adding new features; the last one being Donald
Trump and some Mexican mice building a wall.

Wendsleydale, and not Wensleydale — “I spelt it
wrong but kept it as | had made all the signs for it”
— was originally conceived as a competition piece for
Derek’s own club exhibition in 2010 with the criteria
being that it had to be 10 sq ft, with something
moveable. “So I built a figure of eight with a wooden
trestle bridge and a couple of sidings at the back and
called it a cheese mine and then stuck a couple of
mice on for a laugh. I then put it away, dismissing it,
and thinking it would never be used again.”
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How wrong he was, as Wendsleydale has done
35 exhibitions with 10 more booked, and it has
won three best in show awards so far.

“As my other exhibition layout was getting
to the end of its show life, for a laugh I thought
[ could do something with the old baseboard
and then my wicked sense of humour kicked
in. Why not make the mice move and add
some silly things such as the mouse on the loo
with the door opening? Or, add a pick your
own macaroni patch, or include figures such as
[sambard Kingdom Brienel.”

Derek’s initial idea has evolved from that first
idea so that now everything has a mouse or a
cheese connection and many plays on words such
as Mouse and Spencer, Cheeses of Nazareth and
The Last of the Cheese and Wine Cafe.

“My son, David, helped with some of the
ideas. We would sit having our evening meal
and discuss ideas, and friends and fellow
modellers have also made suggestions.”

The cheese shop name, for example,

Cheeses of Nazareth, was suggested by a joke
that the exhibition manager, Derek Tresadern of
the Basildon Model Railway Club, told Derek
— about a man who goes to the bank to borrow
money to open a cheese shop in Cheddar
Gorge. He was retused, so he went back and
asked to borrow money for a cheese shop in
Stilton but again was refused as there was too
much competition. Then a third time he said he
was going to open one in Jerusalem and call it

Cheeses of Nazareth.

“There are so many serious layouts about and long
may they reign, but I am a joker, I always will be,”
says Derek. “I maintain that when we are at an
exhibition we are there to entertain the public, so
to make them laugh is a bonus.

“I was a bit wary when I first started to exhibit
Wendsleydale as I was concerned that I would be
considered childish and silly by fellow modellers
but just the reverse has happened. They have all
loved it and hardly anyone leaves my layout with a
straight face.

“I was at a two-day show held in Stevenage this
year, where on the Sunday morning [ had to start
the layout running an hour early as so many fellow
exhibitors wanted to see it as they had been told to
come and have a look.

“I have three club exhibitions that want it back
for a third time as they get requests from the
public and modellers alike, so I must be doing
something right!” says Derek.

“My favourite thing about the layout is the fact
that everyone likes it and enjoys the eftort I have
put into it. People commenting and thanking me
make it all worthwhile.”

Despite Wendsleydale being a relatively new
layout, Derek says that the seed was planted to
do a whimsical layout by something he saw about
30 years ago; Grumstick and Dipplewick, which
was created by the late Brian Rawlings from St
Neots. “The layout included a treacle mine, a
rhubarb forest, a dolly mixture orchard and a
liquorice well, with all the characters looking those
in Trumpton.”

4. No layout with this many mice would be
complete without a cat!

5. A cheese moon, complete with
Wallace and Gromit.

6. Derek has added some contemporary
touches to his layout, including Mexican mice
building a wall. Note 'Donald Trump’ with flag!
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Derek uses mostly scrap materials and mounting
card from an art shop, which are the off-cuts from
picture framing. The ‘cheese’ is Celotex thermal
insulation, or expanding polyurethane foam and the
ballast and road surface is simple beach sand.

The mice, all 125 of them, are made from
good-quality wooden dowel in sycamore or poplar,
with off-cuts of electric cable used for their legs
and arms, paper used to make their clothes and
fingernail decorations for their eyes. Milliput resin
is used to mould hats and anything that can’t be
made from wood; as Derek is a joiner, wood is his
go-to material.

“The windmill is again carved from Celotex,
whereas the castle was made from thin plywood,
which has been covered with wall-tile adhesive
into which I carve stonework. It is easy to go
out and buy expensive brick-embossed plastic
but I find it so much easier just to make it. I
always look for other uses for a material plus I
am mean and careful. I hardly ever buy acrylic
paint when I can use matt emulsion test pots or
sample tins instead,” says Derek.

Throughout the Wendsleydale layout Derek’s

mice move, using very simple technology.
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Victorian London... terrifying times!

A few issues ago we featured a layout by Laurie
Calvert, and he’s given us an update on where he is
with Terror Street, a Victorian London diorama.

“It's not meant to glorify a train derailment, or
horrific people from our past, but rather educate the
audience and inspire them to find out more. I make
sure there 1s little in the way of blood and gore on the
model (only in Sweeney Todd'’s, and that is hard to
see). Some are real characters, some fictitious, and
[ invite people to research more about our country’s
history,” says Laurie.

“Transport yourself back in time to London
streets somewhere between 1888 and 1898. The
‘terror’ is owing to the train derailment (nobody
injured).

“Sweeney Todd, the demon barber of Fleet Street
has opened another shop. Any victims of his may well
end up next door in the meat pies of Mrs Lovett. Jack
the Ripper had committed his ghastly crimes in 1888
on these very streets.

“Dr Jekyll has been sipping the potion again, and
1s on the rooftops as the scary Mr Hyde. The small
0-4-0ST steam locomotive that has derailed is called
a Pug 0-4-0, and was built from 1886 onwards.

“There is a Terrier LB&SCR Class A1-x ‘Fulham’,
which was built in 1877 and has two passenger
coaches. Meanwhile down below, in the small
shunting yard of Calvert’s Brewery (actually second
biggest in the world at one point), is a Peckett
0-4-0ST medium range, industnal saddletank, built
from 1884 onwards. This one, Dodo, was made in 1893
and ended up in a Colliery in Loughor, Wales.”

The layout has done three shows (and came
second by a single vote for best in show), and
1s now up for sale. Anyone interested can email
calvertfilm@ntlworld.com

“I have the quarry working like a music box.
[ have one Como motor 820:1 ratio turning a
piece of wooden curtain pole with MDF cams
screwed to it along its length. As it rotates
the cams catch levers, which then move thick
piano wires threaded through wood blocks
under the baseboard. These then operate
cranks and levers operating all the mice,
including the opening toilet door.”

The village mice and animations are made
to move by tiny gearbox motors that cost
around £2.50 each; these are controlled by a
voltage regulator (99p). “It’s all very simple
and fun to work out how to do it,” says Derek.

“The most difhicult bit was working out
how to get a turning curtain pole to open a
toilet door and also the random movement
of the Dalek.

“The layout will not evolve any more but
stay as it is until its successor, a railway set
in Tudor times, is ready. [ will still keep the
mice as they seem to be my forte but I may
introduce monkeys and meerkats, as well as
Henry vii1 as an orang-utan etc., so the fun
will continue!” says Derek.
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Isambard Kingdom Brienel is in charge of the mining mice.
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@ What canldo

if transfers are not
avatlable for a livery I

want on my locomotive?

A

NUMBER OF YEARS AGO, 1
started experimenting with
printer decal paper to make my
own transfers for models that I could
not get hold of lettering or transters for,
writes Matt Wickham.

These can be quite simple from
names, letters, or complex shapes
with various layers of lining which,
if youre quite new to modelling and
also painting, a kit can put quite a few
people oft or seem too challenging.

[ did a bit of research into the
materials I needed to make transfers, as
well as programmes and transfer paper.
[ started with small projects on models
[ already had, for example a model of a
Bluebell Railway “Terrier’ Fenchurch,
but the problem was that I couldn’t get
hold of cream shaded letters in the same
style as what was on the locomotive.

[ visited the Bluebell Railway and
took a photo square on of the side of
the locomotive so I had the name and
lettering style that I needed for the
model. After returning I also took a
photo of the side of the model, and
measured the area that I was making
the transfer for. The two photos that
I'd taken of the real loco and model
were merged together and I cut up the
photo of the name, resized and colour
corrected the surrounding area, then
pasted the name on to the photo I took
of the model. This was then resized

to the measurements [ had taken and
printed out at the highest-quality
photo paper.

The paper I use is from a company
called Crafty Computer Paper whose
products are available from my local
model shop Upstairs Downstairs here

on the Isle of Wight; they both supply

R

Programming in the measurements.

various types of transfer/decal paper for
laser-jet or ink-jet printers. The ink-jet
paper types are slightly different in the
way you use the paper so make sure you
read the instructions for these carefully.
Laser-jet decal paper is a bit more
straightforward. I use white-backed decal
paper; you can also use clear paper but the
model will need to be primed in white, as
normal standard ink-jet or laser printers
cannot print white. But for ease of use |
use the white-backed decal paper, again
read the instructions before printing.
Once printed, cut out with scissors or a
sharp craft knife, use like a normal water-
slide transfer, and seal with varnish.

Going the extra step
[ had a se&cr (South Eastern &
Chatham Railway) P-Class. These are
small shunting tank engines, which
usually can be found in the docks; the
Bluebell Railway has three of these
locomotives Nos. 27 (Primrose) currently
under overhaul, 178 (Nettle) and 323
(Bluebell). All of them ran in the full
SE&CR livery at some point in their
preservation lives, even if one is
currently blue.

The first step in this process is to do
some research; how I go about making

S— o ——

Measuring the kit up ready to make a working area.

my transters has changed a little over
time but the method still remains the
same. | usually look to see if the loco
that [ am modelling is in service and |
take a trip to the railway to photograph
the sides and fronts of the tanks as well
as the back of the bunker, so I have
photos of every part or section of
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the locomotive that I can use to

chop up in photo-editing software

to make a transfer of each part or panel
of the model.

As I have mentioned it's changed
recently thanks to Hornby’s excellent
Loco Shed blog, as they kindly posted
up some of the artwork for the H-Class

—!’“..._
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— came in very handy! Of course, the
colours were not quite right but these
were quite simple to change, but the
information on the blog gave me a
good base to work from, as with a
camera you will always have a bit of
curvature in the picture owing to the
camera lens.

Top left: original image borrowed from Hornby’s website. Top right: selecting the area to copy and paste on to the working area. Above
left: transfer taking shape, overlaying segments to create a tank side. Above right: Overlaying the edge of the tank ready for colour fill.
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Print test samples, getting the correct shade of green.

Take the model you wish to alter and
measure each area of the model that
you intend making a transfer for. As an
example [ use a set of digital measuring
calipers to measure the side tank of the
model and transfer these measurements
to a photo-editing software programme
called PhotoStudio 6, which I have been
using for years so [ am very familiar
with and how it works. Selecting file
and new, a box will appear to enter
the dimensions of the area you need
to work on. Selecting centimetres, |
input the size and also the resolution
of the image, I try to make it as high as
possible, which is around 28o0dpi for
the best-quality image for printing.

At this point you start selecting either
the usetul images you have taken from
research or any useful drawings that you
have found online. Using the original
photo or image I cut around areas that
[ require for the transters, and layer
them over each over by selecting and
copying and pasting these sections on
to my main transfer. When happy with
the layers, I merge them to create one
image; I can then adjust colours or fill
in any empty areas with colour.

Once all the areas that require
transfers are complete, I assemble a

transfer sheet for printing. But before I
can do this, I have to make sure that the
transfers will fit each area, and that the
colours are close to the paint colours.
When printing on standard A4 paper,
[ adjust the colours print by print.

It is also worth noting at this point,
before printing on the decal paper you
do need to go slightly darker than you
would normally print as the white of
the decal paper makes the colour lighter
and brighter.

[ print off a number of tests to
achieve the desired shade of colour —
unfortunately I cannot recommend
specific details on the changes I made
as each printer is different, so you must
oo with what you can see and what
comes out of the printer. However, if
you struggle with this [ also have a way
to get round this. I mainly tweak the
saturation, and how warm or cold the
colours are; the adjustments I make
between each test print are small — 5%
here and another 5% there.

The printed transfers are pretty much
the same as normal waterslide. Cut
around the area you require; I suggest
using scissors, not a knife, put in water
for 20 to 30 seconds and slide off on to
the section you want your transfer on.

The colours made darker with more depth ready for printing.

Printed transfers ready to apply with the
model's tanks primed.

Sometimes the colour of the print-out can
still be wrong compared with what you
might want, so occasionally what I do
when the transfer has been applied and

is fully dry is to brush on some acrylic
varnish to protect the transfer and the
printer ink or toner.

With the transfer protected I can
brush on some of the se&cr green,
which [ have thinned down. It doesn’t
matter too much if you go over the
lighter lining as it is protected by the
varnish, so [ can go back later with
thinners and just remove the paint from
these areas with a small brush.

After the paint has dried, then comes
the task of doing the outer edge lining,

A wash of P575 to match the surround colour paint
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The black and red lining around the outer edges of the model, applied using paint and

HMRS red lining from the LNER lining sheet

as the P-Class edges are lined out in a
thicker black edge with a thinner red
line. You can do both with transfers, I
tend to use HMRS lining sheets in red
and yellow for this one, the lining out is
a slow process, and you must be patient,
only doing a small amount per night.

[t may be only a small tank engine but
the se&cr has a very complex livery.
Just look at the ready-to-run examples,
Hornby’s H-Class, Bachmann’s C-Class
and Hatton’s P-Class. Firstly I line

out the red line around the edges and
varnish these with a brush and acrylic
varnish, when dry I line out the border
with a fine brush and black paint, and

again varnish this in.

On to the slightly easier bit,
the sE&CR livery does seem to be
becoming a more popular livery,
and it is also quite well supported
in modelling circles. To finish off,
the model loco lettering and crest
is available in 4mm/oo from Fox
Transfers (Loco set FRH4470 (1) as
well as a great deal of coach transfers.
They are simple waterslide transfers
and of good-quality print. Follow
the instructions carefully to apply
the closely spaced transters and large
crest. They were applied to the side
tanks and excess water was absorbed
by a kitchen towel. Bufferbeam
numbers on the Bluebell’s 178 are
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The transfers and tools of the trade.

yellow shaded with black so to get

that I used amrs Sheet 9 Press-fix,
Maunsell Loco sheet.

Roxey Mouldings etched SE&CR numbers.
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'The se&cr locomotive has polished
brass numbers on the side of the bunker
of the engine. Luckily these are available
from Roxey MGLﬂdings, in various sizes
for small and larger locomotives in
etched brass. In previous articles written
for RMM 1 have suggested using an
all-purpose glue... but not on this
occasion. The numbers are very small,
and positioning them on the surface
can be a bit difficult, so instead of glue
[ use varnish, laying down a coat of
varnish on the area where the numbers
will be.

Having removed the numbers I
need from the brass frets, I simply lay
them on the varnish, and leave the

model on its side for it to fully dry. This
method avoids any mess from the glue
and allows you time to position and
reposition the numbers until you are
happy. Once the first coat is dry [ apply
a few more thin coats just for security.
With the varnish dry and the model
reattached to its Hornby Terrier
chassis, the model is complete and
ready to venture out on the layout
once more. Overall it was quite a
big job as it was not just about the
application of new transfers, but
involved detailing as well. If anyone
asks which kit is it, then at least I can
tell people how, and not just where I
purchased the loco from.
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The Fox waterslide transfers applied to the tanks.
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178 numbers coated with the varnish fixing them in place.
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Useful links:
www.trainshop.co.uk
(Upstairs Downstairs)

www.craftycomputerpaper.co.uk
https://fox-transfers.co.uk
https://hmrs.org.uk/transfers.html

[f you're interested in knowing a
little more about designing your own
transfers you can find a video on my
YouTube channel showing how to
make your transfers. You can find
this under Playlist and workbench
videos at https://www.youtube.com/
bluebellmodelrailway
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NGLISH ELECTRIC
CLASS 50 MANUAL
—ROM HAYNES

ENGLISH ELECTRIC

CLASS 50

1967 onwards (all models)

Owners’ Workshop Manual

An insight into the design, construction, operation and
maintenance of the classic BR diesel-electric locomotive

DISCOVER THIS AND MORE RAILWAY MANUALS
AT WWW HAYNES COM

Come & see us at the
London Engineering
Exhibition
19th - 21st

January

STUART MODELS

Founpep 1898

_—

For the MODEL ENGIMNEER

SETS OF CASTINGS

e offer Ser of Castings suitable
| for boah those SLTANE Ot i recsdhed

| angiceenng AT well 31 thote looking
| Tor 5 nésw and challenging peropeon

For thee EP"-]TI““._JEI-"'I.'ST
PRE-MACHINED KITS

Mamy of our engmes are available
xt Fre-Machined Kt allowing you
b Mindth the model wath 3 sse of
spanners and simple hard tools,
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| READY TO RUN MODELS

Tha perfect choloe for anyone whe
s 5 sbDrgdEl = eam, 1 e

re=dels are assembicd, pasnted and
thoroughly tested n owr workshop.

CATALOGUE - £6.00

| B0 PAGE FULL COLOUR

Please send £6 for our eighty
page comprehensive full colour
catalogue which covers our entire
range of models and accessories.

Stuart MODELS

Grove Works, WesT RoaDp, BriDroRrT, Dorset, DT6 5JT

«TEL 01308 456859« FAx 01308 458295 - www.stuartmodels.com -
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The Model Sto

Britain is blessed with a network
of great model shops and
outlets, who are always keen to
help and advise. Here are some
you can turn to... simply look for
the number nearest you on the
map, and find their detalls below:

1.

10.

Widnes Model Centre
Location: 128 Widnes road,
Widnes, Cheshire

Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 10am -5:30pm
Wednesday late night 8pm closed
Thursday

www.widnesmodelcentre.co.uk
01514241196

Jacksons Models

Location: 33 New Street, Wigton,
Cumbria, CA7 9AL

Opening times: Monday, Tuesday,
Friday 9am-5pm Thursday
9am-6pm Saturday 9am-1pm

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
01697 342557

Hattons Model Railways
Ltd

Location: Unit 17 Montague Road
Widnes WAS8 8FZ

Opening times: Monday to Sunday
9am-5pm

0151 7333655

Chester Model Centre
Location: 71-73 Bridge Street Row
East Chester CHL INW

Opening times: Monday to Friday
10am-5pm Saturday 10am-
5:30pm Sunday 11am-4pm

01244 400930

Lendons Of Cardiff

Location: 192 -194 Fidlas Road,
Llanishen, Cardiff, Wales, CF14 5.7
Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9am - 5pm

02920752563

Tutbury Model Shop
Location: 5 Tutbury Mill Mews,
Lower High Street, Tutbury,
Staffordshire, DE13 9LU
Opening times: Monday to Friday
10am-4:15pm Sunday 11am-
2:30pm

Digitrains Ltd

Location: 15 Clifton Street,
Lincoln,Lincolnshire,LN5 8LQ
Opening times: Monday to Friday

www.digitrains.co.uk
01522 527731

Aspire Gifts & Models
Location: Unit 4, Court Farm
Business Park, Buckland Newton,
Nr Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7BT
Opening times: Monday 2pm-5pm
Tuesday to Thursday 10am-5pm

01300345355

Morris Models

Location: 80 Manor Road, North
Lancing, West Sussex, BH15 OHD
Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9:30am - 5pm

www.morris-models.co.uk
01903 754850

Collectors Cellar

Location: 11 Hencotes, Hexham,
Northumberland, NE46 2EQ
Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9:30am to 4pm closed
Sunday

01434 601392

—

11. A C Models

Location: 7 High Street, Eastleigh,
Hants, SO50 5LB

Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9am-5pm
www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk
02380 610100

12.KS Models

Location: 19 Middle Row, Old Town
Stevenage, Herts, SG1 3AW
Opening times: Thursday to
Saturday 9:30am - 5pm Closed
Sunday to Wednesday

01438746616

13. Frome Model Centre

Location: 1-2 Catherine Street,
Frome, Somerset, BA11 1DA
Opening times: Tuesday to
Saturday 10am-5pm

www.fromemodelcentre.com
01373465295

14. FMR

Location: Discovery House 8A
Sapper Jordan Rossi Park, Baildon
BD17 7AX

Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9:30am to 5:30pm
(closed Wednesday)

01274747447

ftg‘;- Model Railway Store
Location: 9 High St Mews
Leighton Buzzard Bedfordshire
LU7 1EA

Opening times: Monday to Friday
9am-5pm Saturday 9am-4pm

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk
01525 854788

16. Flair Rail

Location: Unit 7 Springfield
Nursery Estate Burnham On
Crouch Essex CMQ 8TA

Opening times: Monday to Friday
9am-4pm Saturday 9am-3pm

www.flair-rail.co.uk
01621 786198

17.Crafty Hobbies

Location: 54 Cavendish Street
Barow In Furness Cumbria LA14 1PZ
Opening times: Monday to Friday
9:30am-5pm Closed Thursday and
Sunday

01229 820759

18. Wellingborough Trains &

Models
Location: 26 Market Street
Wellingborough Northampton-
shire NN8 1AT
Opening times:
Tuesday to Saturday
9:30am-4pm

01933 274069

19. Ashton Model Railways

Location: Unit 8, Greenway
Shopping Centre, 34 Gerrard St,
Ashton-in-Makerfield WN4 SAE
Opening times: Monday to Friday
10am-4.30pm

Saturday 9.30am-4.30pm

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

07917645442

20. Time Machine

Location: 32 Westborough Road,
Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 4AR
Opening times: Tuesday to
Saturday 11am - S5pm

01628622603

To advertise on the map please call Lynsey on
01507 529454 or email lyoung@mortons.co.uk

28. Alton Model Centre

21. Mac’s Model Railroading
Location: 4-8 Reform Street
Kirriemuir Angus Scotland DD84BS
Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 10:30am - 4pm

www.macsmodels.co.uk
01575 572397

22.The Sport and Model Shop

Location: 66 High Street, Dingwall,
Ross-shire, Highlands, Scotland,
V15 9RY

Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9:15am - 5pm

.www.sportsalﬂmodelsimp.cu.uk
01349 862346

23.Swanage Model Railway
Centre
Location: 44 High Street,
Swanage, Dorset BH19 2NX
Opening times: Wednesday and
Saturday 10am-4pm

07950973072

24.Scoonie Hobbies
87 St Clair Street, Kirkcaldy, Fife,
Scotland, KY1 2NW
Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 9am - 5pm

www.scoonie-hobbies.co.uk

01592 651792

25.Sawyer Models

Location: 119 Bradshaw Gate,
Leigh, Greater Manchester, WN7
AND

Opening times: Monday to
Saturday 10am-5pm closed
Thursday and Sunday

www.sawyermodels.co.uk
01942202334

26.Ron Lines

Location: 342 Shirley Road Shirley
Southampton SO15 3HJ

Opening times: Monday to Friday
10am-5pm Saturday 9am-4pm

www.ronlines.com
02380 772681

27.DCC Supplies

Location: Unit 17A, Top Barn
Business Centre Worcester Road,
Holt Heath, Worcestershire, WR6
B6NH

Opening times: Monday to
Wednesday 10am-5pm, Thursday
12pm-5pm, Friday 10am - 5pm,
Saturday 10am-4pm

www.dccsupplies.com
01905 621999

33.5CC 4 DCC

Location: 7A Normandy Street,
Alton,Hampshire, GU34 1DD
Opening times: Tuesday to
Saturday 9am-5pm, see website
for Sunday opening hours

01420 542244

29.Caistor Loco

Location: 8 Market Place, Caistor,
Market Rasen LN7 6TW

Opening times: Monday to Friday
10am-3pm Friday late night S5pm-
7pm Saturday 10am-5pm

30.Edwinstowe Trains &

Things @ Benhams

Location: 45 High Street,
Edwinstowe, Nottinghamshire
NG21 9QR

Opening times: Monday 10:30 am -
3pm Tuesday to Saturday 10:30am
to 5pm

www.benhamsonline.com
01623 822302

31. Culcheth Model Railways

Location: CPS Shopping Centre,
Common Lane, Culcheth,
Warrington, WA3 4EH.

Opening times: Mon-Sat
9.30am - 5pm

co.uko1925 899959

32.Buffers Model Railway

Location: Colston Cross
Axminster Devon EX13 7NF
Opening times: Tuesday to Friday
10am-4pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

www.buffersmodelrailways.
com 01297 35557

Location: Sunningwell Command
Control Ltd, PO Box 381,Abingdon
SO, 0X13 6YB

Opening times: 9am-5pm Monday

www.scc4dcc.co.uk
01865 730455

34.Grimy Times

Location: 187 Orford Lane
Warrington, Cheshire WA2 7BA
Opening times: 10am-5pm
(closed Sunday and Monday)

www.grimytimes.co.uk
01925 632209

35.SAT Model Rail

Location: Unit G5, The Old Granary,
5 Maltings Road, Battlesbridge,
Wickford, Essex, SS11 7RF
Opening times: Monday to Sunday
10am to 5pm Tuesday 10am to
1.30pm Fri 1.30pm to Spm

www.satmodelrailcouk
01268 562588
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Take a walk
to improve
your scenics

It might seem like an odd thing to suggest taking
a walk in order to improve your modelling skills,
but Sarah Palmer investigates why a winter

stroll might be the key to doing just that.

>
ANUARY MIGHT NOT SEEM LIKE
J the best time to be out and about
walking. Why would you want to
when you could be inside in the warm
doing some modelling or running
trains on your layout? However,
a winter walk or cycle could pay
dividends in terms of improving your
powers of observation and thus your
modelling skills.

Over the last year of editing and
working on RMM | have seen lots
of layouts, but one that always
sticks in my mind is Maggie and
Gordon Gravetts Pempoul, which
they retired from the circuit in May
of last year. I'm sure that one of the
reasons that it stands out, to me, as a
shining example of modelling is the
observances of nature undertaken by
Gordon Gravett.

Says Maggie: “Gordon walks every
morning and often takes a camera
with him to photograph what he sees.
When we were doing our research for
Pempoul, we visited France regularly
for inspiration and photographed the
trees. We would then print them off at
the right scale for our layout and use
them when making the models. You
can spend a long time making a tree.”

Part of the realism of the layout is
created through the trees, as you can
look through the trees as they aren't
covered in leaves, one of the many
ways that the layourt creates space by
fooling the eye.

“We wanted to create a feeling
of space, which is why we set it in a
springtime mid~mnrning_ We
wanted to create an illusion you can
get lost in.”

The items of scenery in this layout
have been so acutely observed first
hand by Gordon that the layout is
specific to a season and time of day.
This kind of accuracy comes from
looking closely and noticing light, leaft

formation, shadows and colours.
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At this year's Warley show [ spoke
to exhibitor Trevor Hughes, who
was there with his layout Crowsnest
Wharf. Trevor says that he and
Gordon were inspired by the same
person, George Iliffe Stokes, who was
well known in the 1950s for using
twisted wire and Artex as a modelling
medium for creating trees.

“Artex sets slowly so you are able to
create sculpture and textures with it,”
says lrevor.

[ was very taken by the detailing
and realism of the treescape in his
layout.

“They can be done in just 20
minutes, says [revor. "I used heather
and horse hair. I then slop each
structure with diluted rva glue and
then use foam scatter from Woodland
Scenics that I've put into a household
blender to cover the glue then I tip the
tree upside down to dry.

“It’s all about observation,
connecting your eyes and your brain.

“Trees arent like lollipops, they
don't grow like that. Sometimes
people take 10 pieces of wire and keep
bringing out two wires and so on until
there is none left — trees simply don't
grow like that, the bottom of a tree is
thinner than you think.”

Author Tristan Gooley runs a
website called the Natural Navigator
and has written several books
about looking for clues and signs
in nature.
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The HMRS, based at the Midland Railway-Butterley, is home to an
Incredible rotating seasonal layout in which the train liveries and
scenery Is accurate for each of the four decades it represents. This
section shows winter in the 1950s.
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Understanding Your Landscape

@t Out and artan seeing the worko as
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WALKER'S GUIDE

OUTDOOR
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The Sunday Times Top 10 Bestialler
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Tristan Gooley’s books on natural
navigation contain some great tips for
improving your observations of nature.

In The Natural Explorer he notes:

“The combination of soils,
climates and geographical separation
leads to species having preferences for
broad regions.

“We can learn much about
individual trees, beyond their species
by drawing closer to them. The age
of dead trees has been estimated
for centuries by counting the rings
in the trunk, the art and science of

- o il

‘Winter trees have a stark beauty. Shorn of their fluff of green leaves,
their bones are slowly revealed, their architecture is apparent. It is only
now that we see the full beauty of their bark, their ichen and moss and
their handasome shape. It Is an unsullied beauty, simple and strong.”
Nigel Slater, The Christmas Chronicles.




January 2018

dendrochronology, but the age

of a living tree can be worked out
in a similar way. Younger trees tend
to be straighter, but it is possible

to be more precise. In the UK,
standalone trees will have an age
that is close to the circumference
of their trunk in inches. In woodland
their circumference in inches

needs to be doubled. Trees will

also grow thicker and sturdier in
windy conditions.

“The shape of trees reflects their
location, in particular the angles
and strength of sunlight and the
competition from other trees.

“Zooming into the marks on
the tree itself we can often find a
history, sometimes violent, of the
tree’s scuffles with the elements and
animals. Older trees have a turbulent
mix of broken branches, evidence of
lightning strikes and occasions when
man has wielded a blunt axe. The
bark of many trees will show signs of
other meddlers too, squirrels leave
torn shreds hanging from branches,
woodpeckers love to work their way
into trees in search of grubs, although
they prefer dead wood. If food is short
then deer will tear off strips of bark
with an upwards movement of their
teeth and rabbits can kill a tree by
ring-barking, gnawing the bark in a
full circle close to the ground.

“Trees always whisper secrets about
the land they grow in. The relationship
between trees and soil has been
understood for much longer than
many people realise.

“Trees can give a clue to the
environmental extremes that each
area faces.”

Tristan has written another
book entitled: The walkers guide
to outdoor clues and signs, which
offers several tips on things to
look out for on a walk that might
help to ‘sharpen’ your powers
of observation:

The more wind a tree has to
tolerate the shorter it is and the
stouter its trunk becomes. Trees
grow in response to local winds.

Sycamore and ash trees tolerate
wet conditions and so can thrive on
valley Hoors.

Willows and larch have a very low
tolerance for sulphur dioxide, so if
you have a healthy population of
these trees we can be confident we
are enjoying air that is untainted by
heavy industry.

[f you are walking through beech
country your feet are unlikely to get
very wet as beeches love growing

above chalk and will be killed by soil

LINESIDE TREES IN

THE STEAM ERA

When steam railway lines were
operational lineside vegetation was

a serious fire risk and up to the end of
steam, linesides were religiously kept
virtually clear of trees and bushes, says
Heritage Railway’s Brian Sharpe.

They were also a problem in terms
of sighting signals. Trains are, of
course, very good at spreading seeds
and nuts along their length, so once
it became less of a problem in the
diesel era, linesides quickly become
tunnels of trees in many places. The
environmental lobby has of course
encouraged railways not to cut
down vegetation because of wildlife
habitats etc. Also, roads usually have
trees and bushes alongside them
to deaden the noise these days so
railways have tended to encourage tree
growth recently in some places for the
same reason.

The common shrub nowadays 1s
Buddleia which grows between the
tracks even on inter-city main lines in
major stations as you can see 1n this
picture of Flying Scotsman.
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that becomes regularly waterlogged.

Alders and willows thrive in wet
soil and can be found by streams
and rivers.

Holly develops its spines as a
defensive result of being grazed.

'The prickliness of holly is an
indicator of the activities of animals
and people.

Trees are sensitive to the acidity
of soil. Beech, yew and ash prefer
alkaline soils, whereas birch,
sycamore birch and lime are more
tolerant of acidity. The pH of any
soil you walk over is one of the main
indicators of everything you will
find in nature.

No tree is symmetrical, as leaves
on the southern side, receiving more
sun, will prosper leaving the tree
looking bulkier on the southern
side. More branches grow on the
south side of the tree. They also tend
to grow more towards the horizontal
and the branches on the north side
tend to grow more vertically.

Roots anchor the tree against the
stronger prevailing winds and so will
be more evident on the side that is
buffeted most regularly by the wind.
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Walk or cycle along a former rallway line

Sustrans, the UK’s walking and
cycling chartty, is pioneer and
guardian of the National Cycle
Network and provides
thousands of miles of
traffic-free and quiet routes.
They’ve kindly supplied some top
routes for RMM readers that take
in former railway lines or still have
extant ratlway structures if you
want to take a walk or cycle along
a former line. If you can walk a
former railway line and notice what
grows along the line it may also
give you some clue as to what soil
conditions may have given rise to
the predominance of certain trees
and plants.

For more information and route
inspiration visit www.sustrans.org.uk

Bristol and Bath Ratilway Path

Warmley Station - Waiting Room
tearoom. Join the tracks of the
steam-powered Avon Valley Railway
to rnde from its busy Bitton Station
to the Avon Riverside Station.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/bristol-and-bath-path

Bath Two Tunnels Circuit

The highlight of the ride, Combe
Down Tunnel, carves a gently
curved path through the steep
limestone hillside. At over a mile
long, it’s the longest walking and
cycling tunnel in the UK.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/bath-two-tunnels

Monsal Trail

Passes through multiple

railway tunnels.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/monsal-trail

Whitehaven to Rowrah

(part of C2C)

Known as the Tracks of the
Ironmasters, the route follows the
course of a now disused railway line,
built in the 1850s to carry coal and iron
ore from the mines and quarries that
were once very active in this area.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/whitehaven-to-sheriffs-
gate-rowrah

Consett to Sunderland

Much of the route follows the line of
the former Stanhope & Tyne Railway,
Britain’s first commercial railway,
which was finally closed in 198s.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/consett-sunderland-
ratlway-path

The Cloud Trail

Goes from Melbourne in

Derbyshire to Worthington in
Leicestershire. It still has

stations at places such as

Tonge and Worthington, plus

takes in the lovely Melbourne
Viaduct over the Trent and

Breedon Quarry.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/

map/route/derby-canal-path-and-
the-cloud-trail

Water Rail Way

Goes from Lincoln to Boston

and still has a lot of the original
station platforms on it at places
such as Bardney.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/water-rail-way
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Bristol and Bath Railway Path Warmley
CREDIT: J BEWLEY, SUSTRANS

NCN 647

Goes from Fledborough to
Skellingthorpe and also still has

a lot of the old stations on it,

plus the magnificent

Fledborough Viaduct.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/route-647

The Caledonia Way

North of Oban - Appin Station, slate
quarrying and Aberchalder station
east of Laggan lochs.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/route-78

Speyside Way

Catch glimpses of the immaculately
restored steam trains running along
the Strathspey Railway.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/route-7

Deeside Way

Follows the line of the

Deeside Railway between
Aberdeen to Ballater, used

at one time by the Royal Family
when visiting their summer

home at Balmoral. There are old
station platforms from the
railway’s glory days, often with
information points and pictures

to help you imagine it. The Royal
Deeside Railway station at Milton
of Crathes craft village is the best
spot for getting a glimpse of the old
railway’s past, or taking aride on a
steam or diesel engine along a mile
of the track.
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ncn/
map/route/route-195

Combe Down Tunnel, Bath Two Tunnels
CREDIT: CHANDRA PRASAD, SUSTRANS
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STOCKISTS:
Serious-Play Handcrafted Trees
are made by the team in Cornwall.
Each tree has carefully been
selected and they are made
to order. When you order the
hand-crafted trees you will get a
selection of poses; they will all
be similar but will provide enough
variation to make a realistic
scene. www.serious-play.co.uk
4Dmodel shop hosts workshops
situated next door to its shop on
Leman Street in London, close to
Aldgate and Tower Hill stations.
They have a dedicated scenics
team who produce a range
of standard trees that includes
green deciduous, silver birch,
copper beech, pine and conifers.
www.modelshop.co.uk
Northumbrian Painting Services
hand-makes figures, buildings and
scenery. www.paintinghistory.

Make your layout stand out with
Heki trees and scenic materials.
Quality at affordable prices: www.
blackwells-miniatures.com/
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The Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway near Cheltenham
produces a booklet of Railway
Rambles that contains 12 walks
around the railway. Why not see

if a local preserved line also does
railway walks to acquaint you
with the terrain and to get a feel
for the geography?

PO

AVAILABLE NOW

GWR 517 Class
Whitemetal body complete with etched
N/S chassis. Can be built in either 00, EM or
P4. Fully compensation compatible. The kit
also includes name and number plates for
‘Fair Rosamund’ with number plates for five I

sirde ul B

HekK1 Trees & Scenics

www.blackwells-miniatures.com

others. Chassis has options to build inside
or outside bearing trailing wheel versions.
(Also includes brake and pull rod options).
Price F212 Loco & Chassis Kit £89.50
- FC212 N/S Chassis Kit £32.50
Don’t forget our range of :- >

Make your layout stand out
with Heki Trees & Scenic
Materials Quality

_— e
VAC formed building sheets in 2, 4, 7 & 10mm scales « Flushglaze Window Packs « 1/24 & 1/43 CARKITS « 1/32 : ___ at affordable prices
TRACTION ENGINE KITS « 4mm LOCOMOTIVE Kits a 'Ff—' N -
Email or SAE for Price List = B  — " Order Online or just call to find out about the &
#:' Biggest and Best range of Scenics on the
GLENN HOUSE, HARTFIELD RD, FOREST ROW, EAST SUSSEX, RH18 5DZ o . ~ 2 market today -
Tel: 01342824711 email:dave@sefinecast.co.uk www.sefinecast.co.uk L s ,’,, - M

“""'-"i' - X ‘ 3 7 » q
I et -"'5-'1""" Heki 2017 Catalogue £8.95 post paid §

Trade P.O.Box 70‘)9 anklm.. Essex. SS54UY

Tel 01702 200036 ¢ mail sales/a@ blackwells-miniatures.com

South Eastern Finecast in conjunction with Branchlines have aquired the former NUCAST range. These will be
sold under the name NUCAST PARTNERS

For further details contact
Dave at South Eastern Finecaston 01342 824711 - Brian at Branchlineson 01373 822231
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INIYIYA= Static grass

If you are feeling inspired to take on a scenery project, but feeling daunted by the idea of tackling trees,
then Liam Santini has got a small grass-making project to have a go at to build your confidence:

Always start by painting a base layer on the chosen
spot you're going to lay the static grass. Using a
base layer gives it a natural ground look.

Grab a static grass applicator, your choice of
static grass and start to apply.

Start by using the smallest grass fibres first. This
makes a nice layer over the base colour. Make sure
the base colour is still wet while you do this.

This is what you should start to see, a nice layer
of grass on top of the wet paint.

Now grab some extra-hold hairspray. Spray
a layer over the top of the static grass you just
applied. Not too much though, it is heavy, so can
flatten the grass. Just a misting will do.

Add larger grass fibres to the static grass
applicator, and apply over the static grass that you
just lightly misted with hairspray. Using a different
colour grass is always best for this part. Natural
grass always has different shades, go outside and
take a look.

You should now start to see layers building up.
Different shades will take shape and the look of
natural grass start to form.
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Using small pieces of card or
P W s timber, you can try out different
0y ,*;_qﬁ:_‘_:% Ry methods of applying static grass.
% ilzﬂﬁr:"’fﬁ St %‘ By doing this, you will learn about
' "555;{&@? S, j layering and shading, before you
SR LAY do it for real on your layout.

7 “aﬁ. e

The darker shade I used is now overpowering
the lighter colour I used first. I did this as [ am
going to add another layer of the small fibres.

Before adding the smaller fibres, mist again with
hairspray like before. The reason I am adding the
smaller fibres on top of the larger fibres is so the
dark fibres are just pointing through the top. This
is to give a rich well-nourished grass look.

Spray another misting of hairspray and add a
little more of the larger grass fibres. 'The layers have
built up, the colours are nice shades and the look is
natural and soft.

This is what the end product should look like,
nice natural-looking grass area, with different
shades of green, and a nice dirt colour for a base.
Great look for horses to graze, next to a railway
line or on an embankment.
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MOLULDINGS

Website & Online Shop

www.roxeymouldings.co.uk

4mm/00 Markits Accessories

Just a small selection from our huge range of Romford/Markits products
in 4mm/00 and 7mm/0 Gauge including rolling stock wheels and
locomaotive fittings. We can also supply Romford/Markits loco wheels

to order.

4MAQO1. . Short Handrail Knobs (12)........cccciiviiviiiiiininiiiinnn. . £3.20
4MAD02. . Medium Handrail Knobs (12).......cccoiiiieiiiiiiienin . £3.20
4MAQO03. . Long Handrail Knobs (12).......ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiniii . £3.20
4MAOO7. . Short WD Handrail Knobs (12)........cocoeciiiiniiiicicnn... . £3.20
4MAOOS. . Long WD Handrail Knobs (12)......cccccciviviiicininnnnnnn . £3.20
4MAQ09. . Coach Tee Door Handles (16).........ccccveievviiiiieneenee £7.15
4MAD11. . Screw Link Couplings (Romford)(1 Pair).....................E5.45
4MAD12. . Three Link Couplings (Romford){1 Pair).....................£3.40
4MAO13. . Romford Screwdriver (1).........cccccvevvecvniieiricsnscicnnsnnnn £5.20
4MAQ14..00 Back to Back Gauge (1).....ccccccvvvecveriiciiinnnneen.... £6.85
4MAQ15. . Roller Track Gauge for Code 75 Rail (1)............cco......E4.10
4MAOQ16. . Roller Track Gauge for Code 100 Rail (1)...................E4.10
AMAQ18..11mm Frame Spacers (3)....ccccciniveemnerirnreinsnresinreenneen o4, 50
AMAC19..9mm Frame Spacers (3).......ccvvvervvrerrerraseressrisssnnenenens . B4, 00
4MAQ020. . Standard 00 Romford 1/8" Axle (1)....ccccvcevvevvvienneen.. . £1.20
4MAQ23. . Extended 00 Romford 1/8" Axde (1)....ccccevviivveenn E1.50
AMADOZ25. . Romford Crankpins (B)......ccoovveeeieiieeeriveniereennneeecnnnenn 2. 80
AMADZ26. . Deluxe Crankpins (6)......cccoovvvevvvviininvciinisninniininscnnnennn 20, 08
4MAQ3D0. . NER Loco Whistie (1)....cccccimmmmeninismmsmimsssensssssnssskean 0
4MAOD31. . Urie Loco Whistle (M7 etc.){1)...cvmrvvrrrneriiccnnnrien . £3.40
4MAD32. . GWR Loco Whistle (1 Large, 1 Small).........................E5.70
4MAQ45. . SR 8" Westinghouse Pump (1).....ccccoeiiriivivviiiccccnieen. . £6.00
4MAQ48. . BFWD 10" Westinghouse Pump.......cccccooevvvvviiceeeeen £6.10
4MADS1. . BR Smokebox Door Handle (1)....ccoovvviiivvviiievvvnnnnn  E4.70
AMADS2. . LMS Smokebox Door Handle(1).......ccovvcevevevvvevnvennn £E4.70
4MAODS3. . GWR/SR/LNER Smokebox Door Handle (1)............... £4.70
4AMAO54. . Handwheel Smokebox Door Handle (1)..........c.cco....... . E4.70
4AMAQOSS. .Lever Reverser (1)........ccocccicviiinicncciiiinniiisncenennn £6.00
4MAO059. . Diesel Airhorns (2 Pairs)........ccccoeeiieivceeivvinicennnneennn . E4.60
4MAD61..1/8" Axle Bush (4mm x 3mm}{(12)...........cccciieieeenn... . £3.00
4MADG2. . 1/8" Gearbo Bush (3.6 x 0.45mm}{(12).........ccoceeiiennn. . £3.00
4AMAOG3. . 2mm Axle Bush (3mm x 3mm)(12).......cccoeiiiieiinn.. . £3.00
4MAD64. . 1.5mm Axle Bush (12).....cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiviiicn . £3.00
4MAQOT1. . Shouldered Pinpoint Bearings (50)............cccooeee. . E3.30
4MAOTZ2. . Waisted Pinpoint Bearings (50)..........cccooo v .£3.30
4MAOT3. . Flangeless Pinpoint Bearings (50)..........cccocooieeeeeenn. .. £3.30
4MAOQT5. . Universal Joint Set 1.5mm Shaft.............ccoooccivvennn £7.75
4MAOQO76. . Universal Joint Set 2mm Shaft............cccoiciiicenn  ET.75
4MAQT7. . Nut Spinner Set (6BA to 16BA)..........ccccovivveiinnenn.. . £17.00
4MA100. . Hex Crankpins One Rod (2mm Dia)(1 Pair)................ E3.35
4MA101..Hex Crankpins Two Rod (2mm Dia)(1 Pair)................[E3.35
4MA102. . LMS Return Crank SKF Small End (1 Pair).................£9.50
4MA103..LMS Return Crank Plain Small End (1 Pair)................E9.50
4MA104. . LNER Return Crank SKF Small End (1 PFair)...............E8.50
4MA105. . LNER Return Crank Plain Small end (1 Pair)..............E9.50
4MA106.. GWR Outside Crank Axle Set............ccccccveieviivvenenn. . E7.90
4MA107. . Class 08/1 Qutside Crank Axle Set.............................E7.90
4AMA108. . Class 08/2 Qutside Crank Axle set..........ccceevvvveennnn JET.S0
Ul T BT U ——. £3.00

4mm/00 Southwark Bridge
AcCcessories Finescale Etched Brass Assembly Kits

SBM4004....MacNee's Point Lever (2).......ccccooovieivivciieninnnnn. £3.60
SBMADT5....Snell's Point Lever (2)........ciiinnaiinnmieaa £3.60
SBM4016....Sommerson’s Point Lever (2).......cccoovvveevnnvevvennnn . £3.60
SBEM4017... . William's Early Point Lever (2).........coccvveevveeeeeen  £3.60
SBM4019... .LSWR Platform Luggage barrow (1)......ccoceenveeeo... E4.80
SBM4024....LSWR Long Bow Barrow (2).........cccceievcvvcennnnn. £3.60
SBM4025....LSWR Goods Hand Barrow (2)............ccccceeeee. £3.60
SBM4028....LSWR/SR Point Rodding Stools (44).....................£3.60
SBM4036....LSWR Signal Ladder Assembly Jig (1)..................E5.40
SBM4037....LSWR Signal Ladder Stiles (4 Ladders)................E7.80
SBM4038... . Steven's Drop Flap Shunting Signal (2).................£5.40
SBM4058... LSWR Platform Parcels Barrow (10......................£6.00
SBM4059....LSWR Platform Seats (2).........cooccccvvvviiiccieneee. . £5.40
SBEM4073....SECR Footbridge (From Wadhurst)....................£70.00
SBM4075....Singer Gents Bike of 1890 (2).........ccccciviiciienneeen. . £3.60
SBM3075....Childs Bike (2)(TT version of 4075)...........ccceee.... . . £3.60
SBM4076... LSWR Standard Wooden Wheelbarrow (2)...........£4.80
SBM4077....GWR Point Lever 1900 (2).........cccccvviiiiiccinnieennn . £3.60
SBM4078... GGGGranville's Delivery Bike with Basket (1).......£3.60
SBM4079....NER Luggage Barrow {1)........cccoevceevirvcinnneennn. £3.60
SBM4082....'Stop-Ma-And-Buy-One' lcecream Tricycle (1)......£4.20
SBM4083....GWR Old Pattern Point Lever (2).........cccceeeeeeeee...£3.60
SBM4087....NER Small Goods Hand Barrow (2).......................£3.60
SBM4088.._.LA&YR Platform Seats (2).......ccooovcveiviiiviicnen... £5.40
SBM4102... LSWR/SR Point & Signal Cranks (50+).................E5.40
SBM4103....Signal Box Stairs 16 Treads (1)...ccovecvvveeervnciennnn.. . £4.20
SBM4109....LNWR Sack Truck Large (2).........cccevrrvvvvvennnrneeen . £3.60
SBM4110....LNWR Sack Truck Medium (2)........ccovvvvievrnnnnn.. . £3.60
SBM4111....LNWR Sack Truck Small (2).........cccccrrvmrnnrimnniennn . £3.60
SBM4112....LNWR Passenger Luggage Barrow (1).................E4.80
SBM4113....GWR Goods Hand Barrow (2)...........ccccceeivvvnnnnnn. . £3.60
SBM4114....GWR Platform Seats Entwined Monogram (2)......£5.40
SBM4115....GWR platform Seats 'Shirt Button' (2)...................£E5.40
SBM4143....GWR Point Rodding Stools (44).........ccceeeeiivin0000. . £3.60
SBM4145....5&DJR Passenger Luggage Barrow (2)...........cc... £3.60
SBM4151....LNWR Platform Seats (2)...........cccccevccciiinneennenen . £5.40
SBNIEE. ... ERE E2).. o mms s s ol
SBMAIGT... LEYR Sack truck {2).........ccoimiimininsmmimiibd 00
SBM4163....GWR Dean Brake Gear..............cccoevvvviieiincnnnn ET.80
SEM4164... MR/LMS Luggage Barrow {1).......cooeoceevvciennneee.. . £4.80
SBM4165....NER Point Lever (2)..........ccccciiiiiiciiinivniiicniiieenn . £3.60
RETE T DO WM. oo cnicoini s ras s e B s Wb i e £3.00
4mm Roxey Mouldings
Accessories Finescale Etched Brass Frets
4A107.....Loop Carriage Door Handles (120)........cc.ccceeeeeenn. . £2.50
4A108.....Tee Carriage Door Handles (120)..........ccccccevevninrn £2.50
4A109.....S.R. Locomotive Headcode Discs (16).........ccc..c...... .E2.50
4A110.....Diesel Headcode Discs (16)........cccieeivvvviiiiiniiininnnnn £2.50
4A111..... Screw Link Couplings (4 Pairs)..........cccievciiieeeee..  £2.50
4A112.... Working Scissors Gangway (1 Pair).........................E7.50
4A113.....5.R. Type Pullman Gangway (1 Pair).......................E7.50
4A114.....LNER Type Pullman Gangway (1 Pair).....................E7.50
4A115.....GWR Coach Grab Rails (84).........c..cooccevvvvvevvirirnnnnn. £2.50
4A117.....LSWR Coach Grab Rails (72).........cccccvvnriiiierrnninna... £2.50
4A118.....SECR Coach Grab Rails (90).........cccoreeiiivirinnirienn. . £2.50
4A119.....LBSCR Coach Grab Rails (60).............coceeiniriciiennrn...£2.50
4A120.....5R Maunsell Coach Grab Rails (63)...........c...oce...... . £2.50
4A121.....8R Window grilles for Van B & Maunsells (1 Set)......£2.50
4A122.....SR Window Grilles for Bogie Luggage Van (1 Set)....£2.50
4A123.....5R Droplight Grilles {15).......ccccvvrvrererirrnirrrsnrerenenreen 22,50
4A124.....5R Window Bars for CCT/PMV (2 Sets)....................E£2.50
4A125.....SECR Loco Springs & Brake Fittings..........ccooccve.....£2.50
4A130.....5Screw Shackles for Wagon Loads (12)......................E2.50
4A131.....SECR Tender Coal Rails (4)...........cccevvnveiienreniiennn.. £2.50
4A132.....SECR 7in Loco Numerals (6 Sets).......cccceevveeveeennnn £2.50
4A133.....SECR 6in Loco Numerals (6 Sets)........cccovvvevvnnennnnn £2.50
4A134..... Industrial Loco Nameplates (6 Pairs)...........c...ceenn. . £2.50
4A135.....Sidechain Hooks and Eyes (6 Sets)...........cecevveeen. . . £2.50
4A143.....Carriage Vee Hangers & Brake Levers (2 Sets)........£2.50
S D D I e s sssnnsmssivmimimn i v primmniaa R A e £3.00

EXHIBITIONS: 2018 Jan 13-14"" CMRA
Stevenage / Jan 27-28" Southampton / Feb 17t
Tonbridge / March 3™ G.O.G. Kettering / March

10-11th

Basingstoke / March 24-25" Alexandra

Palace. For Price List send C5 SAE

ROXEY MOULDINGS

58 Dudley Road, Walton-on-Thames,
Surrey KT12 2JU Tel: 01932 245439

Website: roxeymouldings.co.uk

Email: dave@roxeymouldings.co.uk
VISA/Mastercard/Maestro accepted

Prices inc. VAT @ 20% E&OE Now on Facebook
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The story so far...

Tony Stratford concludes the story following the demise of the
Mainline range after the owners of Palitoy pulled the plug!

THE LAST FEW ARTICLES IN THIS
series have covered the financial
collapse of Airfix, the emergence
of Palitoy’s Mainline Railways and its
subsequent acquisition of the Airhix
model railway range, closure of Palitoy
and more recently the involvement of
both Dapol and Replica Railways. With
more twists than an Agatha Christie
novel, the story finally comes to rest

in Hong Kong, where toy and model
manufacturers Kader Industrial owned
the former Mainline tooling.

In the last issue we reported how
Replica Railways was given access to
part of the tooling inventory between
1986 and 1992, releasing several models
under the Replica brand but with the
former Mainline identification marks
underneath the models being replaced
by the name Bachmann. It was hoped
that this would result in increased sales
in the usa, Bachmann’s only market
at the time, but it failed to capture the
imagination of railroad modellers in the
States and so Kader looked to the British
market for which the original Mainline
models were produced.

The beginning of Bachmann
Although known as a major supplier of
model railroad products in the Usa since
the end of the Second World War with
its Plasticville range of plastic kits, the
history of Bachmann goes back much
further into history.

Bachmann originates from two
companies. The oldest was formed by
Henry Carlisle in 1833 in Philadelphia.
[ts business was the manufacture of
vanity products including combs and
parasol handles fashioned from horn,
ivory and tortoiseshell. One of the key
markets at that time was the American
South to whom it supplied the Spanish
combs worn by ladies in their hair
— anyone who has watched the epic
American Civil War film, Gone With
The Wind, will be able to identify the
product immediately!

Two years later in 1835 Henry
Bachmann, a German immigrant,
formed another company in
Philadelphia, which manufactured a
wide range of goods such as those offered
by Henry Carlisle. Henry Bachmann
was a master carver and ran the company
with his son, Walter, the company
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Bachmann Birds of the World plastic kit. PAT HAMMOND

winning many awards at the Centennial
Exposition in 1876. His other son,
Henry E Bachmann, was managing the
Carlisle company and in 1899 the two
companies merged to create a single
company, Bachmann.

'The company was quick to react to
changing circumstances and as early as
1902 began working with a new material,
celluloid, producing among other items
hair combs produced by injection
moulding. It began making the frames
for glasses using a tortoiseshell pattern
and at the time employed just 16 people.

Following the death of their father in
1914 the company’s name was changed to
Bachmann Brothers and in 1929 moved
to new, more spacious premises in East
Erie Avenue, the same site occupied
today by Bachmann Trains.

In 1937 the company was the leading
supplier of spectacle frames in the usa
and the first to manufacture prescription
glasses. The entry of America into the
Second World War saw the company
win several contracts to support the
war effort. These included the supply of
sunglasses to the United States Air Force
and goggles to the Navy. To cope with
demand additional floors were added to
the factory building.

In 1943 the company was taken over
by the Crowther Brothers (J C and B H),
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A Kader company building in China. KADER

nephews of the Bachmanns. After the
cessation of hostilities, the company looked
for new products to fill its production
facilities. Products included ski goggles,
sunglasses known as Solarex and the first
blastic construction kits, Birds of the
World. These were life-size construction
kits — the finished product had to be
painted and is described as 1:1 scale!

Using its moulding capability,
Bachmann entered the model railroad
world in 1947 with the first of the
Plasticville buildings and accessories,
which were produced in O scale,
to complement trains produced
by such companies as Lionel and
American Flyer. Many of these are still
manufactured today by Kader.

During the 1960s Bachmann
was producing a wide range of toys
including model railroads, slot cars,
robots, plastic figures and animals,
as well as more general items such as
cases for cassette tapes. The model
railroad business was thriving and in
1969 Bachmann turned to Kader for
production support. Kader produced
the first HO-scale trains that year
and during the next 12 years, Kader
supplied a wide range of products to
the company.

Kader purchased the Bachmann

company from the Crowthers in 1981

January 2018

'

as they were nearing retirement. Kader
renamed the company Bachmann
Industries and retained the premises
in East Erie Avenue as a headquarters,
servicing and distribution centre.
[ronically having started producing
buildings and accessories for the O-scale
American market through Plasticville,
the American company Williams was
purchased in 2007 and gave Bachmann
a range of three-rail O-scale trains
to complement its building range.
Williams began trading in 1971, having
initially purchased some of the tooling
from Lionel when the name was sold to

General Mills in 1969.

The origins of Kader

Kader’s founder Ting Hsiung-chao
purchased a company in Shanghai that
manufactured batteries. Imprisoned
during the Chinese civil war between
the nationalists and communists,

Ting was forced to flee China for

Hong Kong, then a sovereign state of
Great Britain.

Kader Industrial was established
in 1948 initially producing battery-
powered torches. It subsequently
developed into the largest toy and
model manufacturer in the world and
has several divisions, including one
specialising in the production of model
railways both for external customers and
its own in-house brands.

In the mid-1970s the company began
manufacturing model railways for
Palitoy, which were marketed under the
Mainline Railways brand (see Issue 11
October 2017; issue available online).
In the November issue (issue 12) we
covered how Dapol became involved
and in December (Issue 13), Replica
Railways, following the closure of
Palitoy’s model railway interests in 1985.
The result of all this was that Kader still
owned most of the large inventory of
tooling for the products the company
produced for Mainline Railways
between 1997 and 198s.

Bachmann in the UK
Having re-established some of the
former Mainline products back into the
market place through Replica Railways,
Kader decided to enter the British
00-scale market, by setting up a new
company, Bachmann Branchline.
Bachmann was known only
to those in the uk who modelled
American outline during the 1980s.
Bachmann usa outline trains were
at that time imported by a company
called Eastern Models, owned by
husband-and-wife team Graham and

<

L

Ros Hubbard, located in the Hinckley

area of Leicestershire. Eastern Models
began trading in 1971 and imported
and distributed not only Bachmann
usa products but those of Piko and
Mehano from Europe as well as several
other ranges. After initially considering
options to manage the new British range
through Bachmann in the usa, these
were finally rejected. As we mentioned
last month, Godfrey Hayes of Replica
Railways was approached to head the
new operation but declined the offer,
preferring to remain independent.

[t was the Italian importer of
Bachmann usa products, Faller Garnett,
who pointed Kader towards Graham
Hubbard. Kader sounded out Graham
to see if he was willing to lead their
operations in the UK and as a result
Kader purchased Eastern Models in
1988 and set Graham the task of finding
a suitable site from which to begin
trading. It was not until June 1989 that
the company was formally set up in
the Uk as a division of Kader and this
enabled a building to be secured in
nearby Barwell in the form of a new
industrial estate. The building, still
Bachmann’s uk HQ today, had been used
for a brief period by an engineering
company. [ronically the site in Barwell is
located just 13 miles south of the former
Palitoy facilities, which produced the
former Mainline Railways at Coalville,
also in Leicestershire.

Bachmann vintage
Spanish hair comb.
PAT HAMMOND

Making plans

With Kader still supplying Replica
with products (see Issue 13, December)
Graham Hubbard drew up plans to

use tooling that had not been used by
Replica as duplication was of no benefit
to anyone.

As a modeller and an engineer by
profession, Graham looked to improve
on the performance of the chassis over
that of the Mainline versions. The result
saw a considerable improvement in
running qualities and the new chassis
was sold separately for several years from
1992 for those wishing to upgrade their
old Mainline models. The new chassis
incorporated ‘Super Smooth Drive’ which
shared some of the technology trom the
Bachmann usa HO range.

The drive mechanism was changed
to work off the centre axles on steam
locomotives rather than the driving
wheels favoured by Mainline, while
Bachmann also produced the fly-worm
drive utilising a large brass worm and
a flywheel — all revolutionary in ready-
to-run British outline locomotives at
the time.
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Bachmann Class J72 tank locomotive No. 68680 cat. 31-052 (1990). PAT HAMMOND
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Bachmann Manor Class No. 805 Broome Manor cat. 31-305 (1996). PAT HAMMOND

The first releases

The Bachmann Branchline catalogue
was first released in 1990. Locomotives
released included the 72, BR 4MT 75xxx
4-6-0, Rebuilt Patriot 4-6-0, Jubilee
Class 4-6-0 and the gwr Manor Class
4-6-0. Coaching stock included the
GwR Collett 60’, Lms panelled 57’

and the soft parcels van. The wagons
illustrated were of 17 versions using 13
different vehicle types.

Over the years most of the former
Mainline range was reintroduced
including some of the models previously
released by Replica Railways such as the
LNER B1 Class 4-6-0, which reappeared
under the Bachmann Branchline label

In 1994.

Back to the drawing board

The early years concentrated on
upgrading and re-releasing the former
Mainline Railways' range, albeit with
greatly improved mechanisms. The
models arrived in new distinctive blue
packaging with a lift-up flap revealing
the contents, protected by a clear film.
A new logo depicting a locomotive
nameplate was chosen, which at the
top included the B symbol above the
nameplate and is the logo used for all
Bachmann products generated for the
Us market.

The following year saw the
announcement of new models, not

previously part of the Mainline
portfolio, and this enabled Bachmann
to be more than just another rebranding
of Mainline exercise. The chosen
subjects all had an Eastern Region
Havour, featuring Gresley’s V2 Class
2-6-2, the V1/V3 2-6-2Ts and Thompson
coaching stock.

Perhaps the biggest announcement
of all was the recruitment of former
Mainline Railways chief designer, Merl
Evans. Merl had worked for a point of
sale company in Leicester when Graham
Hubbard invited Merl to Bachmann for
an interview. Shortly afterwards Merl
was working on models for release in
1993, namely the Ivatt 2mT1 2-6-2T and
the second-generation Class 158 pmu.
Until his retirement in the summer
of 2014, Merl was the leading light in
designing the Branchline oo range.

Totally new tooled models of several
of the old Mainline models were
introduced over the years. The J72 is
the latest to be completely retooled to
modern expectations, the samples first
appearing recently. There is little left
today of the old Mainline tooling in the
current range.

Bachmann expansion in Europe
In 1993 the former Austrian

manufacturer, Liliput, was offered

for sale by German company Herpa,
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The early-style Bachmann Branchline locomotive box.
PAT HAMMOND
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which had acquired it the year betore.

This gave Kader an inroad into Europe

and one that has continued as part of

Bachmann since. Graham Hubbard also

assumed the role of managing director

of Liliput, something his successor,

David Haarhaus, is also responsible for.
The name Liliput appeared in this

series (Issue 9, August 2017) and in

the article relating to Trix (Issue 8,

July 2017) because they also catered

for the British market up until closure

in 1992. This gave Bachmann access

to a limited range of models, notably

the A4 and the whisky wagons,

which were subsequently released by

Bachmann. The A4 was far more than

a reintroduction, requiring substantial

work to the body tooling and the

building of a totally new chassis.

Further expansion

Although it is outside our remit relating
to the saga surrounding the former
Mainline Railways tooling, another
company featured in this series, Graham
Farish, by then solely working in N
scale, was acquired by Bachmann

in 2000.

'The story relating to Graham Farish
can be found in Issue 7 (June 2017). All
past issues of this magazine can be read
online through 7he Railway Magazine

Guide to Modelling website. Over
the years Bachmann has been at the
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Bachmann A4 Class No. 4489 Dominion of Canada cat. 31-950 (1995). sas

Graham Hubbard and Merl Evans discuss original drawings from which Merl will design a
model. BACHMANN

passenger stock or the toilets flush but
who knows what we will expect from
models in future years? Both Graham
Hubbard and Merl Evans received
Lifetime Achievement Awards from the
model railway press for their outstanding
contribution to British railway modelling.

forefront of British railway modelling
and has picked up many awards. It was
the first to bring pcc sockets and NEM
pockets into British outline ready-to-
run, something we all take for granted
mday. Innovation continues apace, and
we have been promised Class 9os with
DCC operating pantographs, which

can be raised and lowered as required
and Mk.2F coaches with working door
lights and tail lamps. There is some
way to go before the doors open on

Conclusion
The last five issues have seen us trawl
through the story of life after the Airfix
and Mainline model railway ranges passed
into history. In the next issue we continue
with another name that has long since
disappeared but one that can still be found
on the second-hand stalls at exhibitions or
in shops. Your author for one is hopeful
that its history is a lot less complicated
than has recently been the case.

The author would like to thank Graham
Hubbard (formerly managing director
of Bachmann Europe Plc), the late
Merl Evans (previously chief designer of
Mainline Railways and Bachmann Europe
Plc) and Dennis Lovett, public relations
manager, Bachmann Europe Plc for
assistance in producing this article over the
past few years — yes, it really did take years
to work it all out!
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Dates

your dt ry

MUSEUMS

Open Tuesday to Sunday

Brighton Toy and Model Museum. 52/55 Trafalgar

Street, Brighton, West Sussex BN1 4EB.
www.brightontoymuseum.co.uk

10am-5pm (Saturday 11am-5pm). See website for

admission prices.

Open on winter weekends

World of Model Railways. Meadow Street, Mevagissey,
St Austell, Cornwall. www.model-railway.co.uk

10am-5pm. Adult £4.50, concessions £4, child (5-17) £3.50,
family £14. Disabled access. Winter opening:

Weekends only and Christmas and half-term holidays.

Open Saturday-Monday

Famous Trains Model Railway, Markeaton Park, Derby.
Nearest postcode for sat nav users is DE22 3BG. www.
famoustrains.org.uk/ 11am-4pm. Largest 0O0-scale model
raillway in the East Midlands plus other layouts. Famous
Trains also has a shop in the model railway building,
which has the same opening hours as the model railways.
Members are present to give expert advice to visitors.

Open most weekends and bank holidays

Pendon Museum of Miniature Landscape

and Transport. Long Wittenham, Abingdon, 0X14 4QD.
Features models to show life and railways of the 1930s.
An invaluable resource for the experienced and new
modeller alike. Guides show railway operations; also
audio guides and tea shop.

www.pendonmuseum.com for more detatls.

CLUBS

Amersham & Chorleywood Model

Railway Society

Welcomes new members. The clubroom is located in
Chorleywood with layouts in O, 00 and 0O Ng scales.
Meetings on Mondays 2pm-4pm an Wednesdays
7.30pm-10pm. Please contact Roger on 01494 726449
for further details.

Sutton Coldfield Railway Society

The club caters for all aspects of interest in railways with
guest speakers and society trips throughout the year.

The club meets at St James’ Church Centre, Mere Green
Road, Sutton Coldfield B75 5BW at 7.45pm every Thursday
evening. For further details, please visit website at
www.scrs.club

EXHIBITIONS

DECEMBER 29-30

Taunton Model Railway Group open days.

Platform One, Bishops Lydeard station, West Somerset
Railway, Bishops Lydeard, Somerset TA4 3RU. www.
bathgreen park.co.uk 10.30am-4.30pm. Adult £1.50, child
75p. 00 Bath Green Park station layout.

DECEMBER 30

Keighley Model Railway Club Christmas Open Day.
KMRC Club Rooms, Knowle Mill, South Street, Keighley,
West Yorkshire BD21 1SY. www.keighley-mrc.org.uk
10am-4pm. Adult £3.50, child £2.50. Club layouts.

Gainsborough Model Railway Society Open Day.
Florence Terrace, Gainsborough, Lincs DN21 IBE.
www.gainsboroughmodelratllway.co.uk 1.30pm-6pm.
Adult £4, concession £3, child £3, family £10.

Wimborne Railway Society Open Day.

United Reformed Church, Chapel Lane, Wimborne
BA21 1PP. www.wimrail.org.uk 10am-2pm. Adult £2.50,
accompanied child 5op. Club layouts.

West Camel Model Railway Society Christmas Show.
Davis Hall, West Camel, Yeovil, Somerset BAz2 70X.
Society contact: 1.goosez61@btinternet.com
10am-3.30pm. Adult £3, child (11-16) £1, child

under-11 free. Layouts.

2018

JANUARY 1

J&] fairs, Toy & train collectors fair. The George
Stephenson Exhibition Hall, Newark Showground, Newark
NGz4 2NY www.]-jwebbtoyfairs.com 10am-2.30pm Adults
£4, sentors £3.50 EE.

SRP Toyfairs. Langham Community Centre, School Road,
Colchester, Essex Cog 5PA www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk
10am-2pm Sun. Adult £2, child FREE.

JANUARY 6

Ipswich Railway Modellers’ Association.

Open Day. 40A Norfolk Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP4 4HB.
www.lrma.org.uk 10am-1pm. Admission free. Layouts
and second-hand stall.

Marlow, Maidenhead & District Model Railway Club
Exhibition. Cox Green Community Centre, Highfield Lane,
Maidenhead SL6 3AX. www.mmdmrc.org.uk

10am-5pm. Adult £5, child £3, family £13.

Layouts and demonstrations.

JANUARY 6-7

ScoutRail 2018. Exeter Hall, Oxford Road, Kidlington,
Oxon OXs5 1AB. www.scoutrail.org.uk 10am-4.3o0pm.
Adult £4, concession £3, child £2, family £10. Layouts.

JANUARY 7

SRP Toyfairs. The Grange, Bepton Road, Midhurst, West
Sussex GU2g gHG www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk Sunday 10am-
2pm. Adult £2, child FREE.

JANUARY 10

Hertford Toy & Train Fair. Richard Hale School, Hale
Road, Hertford, Herts SG13 8EN. 7pm-gpm. Adult £1.
Contact Joe Lock 07866 641215.

RM MODELLING LISTINGS JANUARY 2018

Compiled by Jon Longman. Send details of your events to RMModellingeditor@mortons.co.uk

JANUARY 13

Heywood Model Railway Group. Unit 3, Park Works,
River Street, Heywood, Oldham OL1o 4AB. www.hmrg.co.uk
10am-4pm. Admission by donation. Layouts.

JANUARY 13-14

Bognor Regis Model Railway Club Exhibition.
Felpham Community College, Felpham Way,
Felpham, Bognor Regis PO22 8EL. www.brmrc.org.uk
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4.30pm.
Layouts.

Chiltern Model Railway Association Exhibition.
Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre, Lytton Way,
Stevenage SG1 1LZ. www.cmra.org.com

10am-5.30pm Saturday, 10am-4.30pm Sunday. Adult £8,
accompanied child free (maximum two), child £4.

30 layouts and demonstrations.

Pratts Bottom Model Railway Exhibition.
Village Hall, Norsted Lane, Rushmoor Hill,
Pratts Bottom, Orpington, Kent BR6 7PQ.
www.orpingtonmodelrail.org.uk

10am-5pm. Adult £3.50, child £1.50.

Layouts and demonstrations.

JANUARY 14

Weston-Super-Mare Model Railway Show.

The Campus, Highlands Lane, Worle,
Weston-Super-Mare BS24 7DX.
www.westonsupermaretrainshow.com

10am-5pm. Adult £7, concession £6.50, child £2, family
£16. Disabled access. 24 layouts and trade support.

SRP Toyfairs Crofton Halls. Station Road, Orpington,
Kent, BR6 8PR. Sun 10am-2pm
www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk 10am-2pm Sun.

Adult £2, child FREE.

JANUARY 17

South Croydon Toy & Train Fair. St John’s Community
Hall, Upper Selsdon Road, Selsdon, South Croydon CR2
8DD. 6pm-8pm.

Adult £1. Contact Joe Lock 07866 641215.

JANUARY 19-21

London Model Engineering Exhibition. Alexandra
Palace, Wood Green, London N22 gAV.

10am-5pm Fri and Sat, 10am-4.30pm Sun. Adult £12,
concession £11, child £4 with reduction for advance
bookings (see website).

Displays, layouts and demonstrations.

JANUARY 20

Egham & Staines Model Railway Exhibition.
Strodes College, High Street, Egham, Surrey TW20 gDR.
10.30am- 5pm. Adult £6, concession £5, junior £3,
family £15.
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SRP Toyfairs. Henfield Hall, Henfield, West Sussex, BN5
gDB www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk Saturday 10am-2pm.
Adult £2, child FREE.

JANUARY 20-21

29th City of Canterbury Model Railway Society
Exhibition. St Anselm’s School, Old Dover Road,
Canterbury CT1 3EN. www.ccmrs.uk

10am-5pm Sat, 10am-4pm Sun. Adult £5,
concession £4, child £3, family £13. 15 layouts

and demonstrations. Exhibiting: Rolvenden,

Loftus Road, Durham Road TMD (Traction
Maintenance Depot), Guy's Fizz Bang and
Fawkesville, Holt Street.

JANUARY 21

Astolat Model Railway Circle Exhibition.
Surrey Sports Park, University of Surrey,
Guildford GUz 7AD. www.astolatmre.co.uk

Sun 10am-5pm. Adult £6, child £3, family £12.
14 visiting layouts, three club layout, test track
and trade support.

SRP Toyfairs Sweyne Park School.

Sir Walter Raleigh Drive, Rayleigh SS6 gBZ.
www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk 10am-2pm Sun.
Adult £2, child FREE.

French Railways Society Model Rail Show.

Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way, Lenham, Kent
ME17 2QT. http://frenchrailwayssociety.org 10am-5pm.
Adult £4.50, child £1.50. French outline layouts, displays
and demonstrations.

JANUARY 27-28

Erith Model Railway Society Exhibition. Longfield
Academy, Main Road, Longfield, Kent DA3 7PH.
www.erithmrs.ukmodelshops.co.uk

Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10-4pm. Adult £8, concession
£7, child £3, family £20. Layouts and demonstrations.

Normanton & Pontefract Railway Modellers’

Society Pontefract Model Railway Exhibition.

New College, Park Lane, Pontefract, West Yorkshire

WF8 4QR. www.nprms.org

Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4.3o0pm. Adult £5, child
(under-16) free. 20 layouts and demonstrations.

Southampton Model Railway Society Exhibition.
Barton Peveril College, Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh,

Hants SO50 5BX. www.southamptonmodelrailwaysociety.
wordpress.com Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-
4.30pm. Adult £7, child £3, family £17. 23 layouts and
demonstrations.

SRP Toyfairs Hawkinge Community Centre. Heron
Forstal Avenue. Hawkinge, Kent, CT18 7FP. Saturday 10am-
2pm, Sunday 10am-2pm. www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk

Adult £2, child FREE.

The Goods Yard Ltd
Model Railway Specialists

Tel: 07930 557601

e Large selection of New and Second Hand Model
Railways with prices to suit all pockets.
e New items from PECO, Bachmann, Dapol,

Graham Farish and Hornby etc

e Cash paid for your model railway items, from
single items to complete collections.

e Locomotives, Rolling Stock, Track, Controllers,
Scenic Accessories and Tools etc.

e Locomotive Servicing and Repairs

e Plenty of FREE parking.

* Friendly service and FREE advice.

www.thegoodsyard.co.uk
Open on Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday

STOCKTON

MODELLER

One of North England’s
leading model shops catering

for all types of Modellers

SRP TO/FAIRS

WEDNESDAY 27™ DECEMBER 10am - 2pm

FOREST ROAD, WORTHING BN 14 9HS

FRIDAY 29™ DECEMBER 10am-2pm
SWEYNE PARK SCHOOL, SIR WALTER RAYLEIGH DRIVE, RAYLEIGH, ESSEX, SS6 9BZ

SUNDAY 1°" JANUARY 10am-2pm
LANGHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE, SCHOOL ROAD, COLCHESTER ESSEX C04 5PA

THE GRANGE, MIDHURST

SUNDAY 7™ JANUARY 10am-2pm
BEPTON ROAD, MIDHURST, WEST SUSSEX, GU29 9HG

WORTHING, SUSSEX

RAYLEIGH, ESSEX

COLCHESTER, ESSEX

ORPINGTON, KENT

' 10am to 4pm

e

Station Lodge, Lodge Lane Industrial Estate
Tuxford, Nottinghamshire, NG22 ONL
(Just off the A1 at Tuxford in the former LD&ECR Wagon Works)

L 3

Stockton Modeller
10 Silver Street
Stockton on Tees
TS18 1SX
Tel 01642 616680

Email: info(@stocktonmodeller.co.uk
www.stocktonmodeller.co.uk

Opening hours
10am to 5pm Monday to Saturday.
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

SUNDAY 14™ JANUARY 10am-2pm
STATION ROAD, ORPINGTON, KENT BR6 8PR

HENFIELD HALL, WEST SUSSEX

SATURDAY 20™ JANUARY 10am-2pm
HENFIELD HALL, WEST SUSSEX, BN5 9DB

NORTHFLEET, KENT

SUNDAY 28™ JANUARY 10am-2pm
NORTHFLEET GIRLS SCHOOL, HALL ROAD, NORTHFLEET, KENT, DA11 8AQ

stptoysi(@hotmail’colukiwww!srptoyfairsil¥cotuk

For more information contact: Paula and Gerry on 07739 998012
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JANUARY 28

G Scale Society (Kent Group). Winter Meet

and annual meeting. Teynham Village Hall, Belle
Friday Close, Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent MEg gTU.
www.gscalekent.co.uk 11am-4pm. Adult £2.50,

child £1. Large-scale layouts and live steam.

JANUARY 28

SRP Toyfairs. Angel Centre, Angel Lane, Tonbridge,
Kent, TNg 1SF www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk Tuesday 6pm-
8pm. Adult: £1.50 Child FREE.

SRP Toyfairs. Northfleet Girls School, Hall Road,
Northfleet, Kent, DA11 8AQ
www.sprtoyfairsi.co.uk 1oam-2pm.

Adult £2, child FREE.

FEBRUARY 3

34th Sodbury Vale Model Railway Club Exhibition.
St Mary’s Church Hall, Church Road, Yate BS37 5BG
www.sodburyvalemrc.co.uk Saturday 10am-4.30pm.
Adult £5, child free. 14 layouts, trade stands,
demonstrations, refreshments and parking at nearby
shopping centre.

FEBRUARY 3-4

Stafford Model Railway Exhibition. County
Showground, Weston Road, Stafford ST18 oBE.
www.staffordshirerailwaycircle.org.uk Saturday
10am-5pm, Sunday 11am-4pm. Adult £2.50, child £1. A
bus service between Stafford station and the County
Showground will operate on both days.

Alton Model Railway Group FEBREX 2018. Eggars

School, Alton, Hants GU34 4EQ. Saturday 10.30am- 5pm,

Sunday 10.30am-4pm. Adults £4.50, accompanied
children under 16 free. www.altonmrg .co.uk/febex
12 layouts, 18 traders, refreshments, free parking,
disabled access, and free bus service from Alton
rallway station.

Kilmarnock and District Model Railway Club
Exhibition. The Linthouse Building, Scottish Maritime

Museum, Harbour Road, Irvine, Ayrshire KAi12 8QE. www.

kilmarnockmrc.com. Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday
12-4pm. Adult £5, concession £4, under 16s free.

FEBRUARY 8

Theydon Bois Toy & Train Fair. Village Hall, Coppice
Row (B172), Theydon Bois, Epping, Essex CM16 7ER.
7pm-gpm. Adult £1. Contact Joe Lock 07866 641215.

DIARY DATES |

33

FEBRUARY 10

Heywood Model Ratlway Group. Unit 3, Park Works,
River Street, Heywood, Oldham OL10 4AB. www.hmrg.
co.uk 10am-4pm. Admission by donation. Layouts.

Blackpool & North Fylde Model Railway

Club Open Day. Cleveleys Community Centre

& Church, Kensington road (off Beach Road),
Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 1ER. www.
blackpoolandnorthfyldemrc.co.uk/ 10am-4pm.
Adult £3, concession £2.50, child £2.50,

family (2+2) £8.50. Disabled access. 10 club and
members’ layouts in various gauges attending
with trade support.

FEBRUARY 17

Risborough & District Model Railway Club.

RISEX 2018 Model Railway Exhibition. Community
Centre (adjacent to Springs swimming pool),

Wades Park, Stratton Road, Princes Risborough,
Bucks HP27 gAX.

www.rdmrc.org.uk 10am-5pm. Adult £4, child £2.
Contact: Adrian Harford. Local modellers will display
their layouts and model making. Nine layouts, trade
support and modelling demonstrations,

light refreshments.

FEBRUARY 24

Exmoor Train & Toy Fair. Richard Huish College,
South Road, Taunton, Somerset TA1 3DZ. 10am-3pm
Adult: £2. 100 tables selling a wide range of model
railways, die-cast vehicles, DVDs, books, toys,
games. Free parking and restaurant.

FEBRUARY 24-25

Lincoln & District Model Railway Exhibition.

Lady Eastwood Pavilion, Newark Showground NGz4
2NY.Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4.30pm,
disabled admission from g.30am. Free bus service
from both Newark stations. Adult £7, child £3, family
£20. 28 layouts.

New Mills & District Railway

Modellers Annual Model Railway Exhibition.
Chapel-en-le Frith Letsure Centre, Long Lane,
Chapel-en-le Frith, Derbys SK23 0TQ
www.nmdrm.co.uk Saturday 10am-5pm;
Sunday 10am-4.3o0pm. Adult £6, concession

£5, family (2+2) £15. More than 2o layouts,

20 traders, demonstrations and society
stands. Free parking. Refreshments.

ISLE OF MAN
RATLWAYS

Loco No. 12

Hutchinson £19.95

Models

MER tram 21
£24.95

N SALE HERE

MER tram 19 and Loco No. 13 now available

» High quality 1:76 scale non-motorised models

» Manufactured after full laser scanning

« All over paint and print work

* Free moving motion
« Hand finished

Calactory B - il viillahke o dhilldres ndeT (4 il

www.rail.Lim

Leamington & Warwick

Model Railway Exhibition
Sat 3 - Sun 4 March 2018

from 10am

Over 20 layouts and 30 trade stands
Station Shuttle Bus - Free Car Parking
Restaurant - Refreshments - Rest Areas
Admission: Adults £8, Children £2, Family £18

Royal Leamington Spa College
Warwick New Road, Leamington Spa CV32 5JE
More information at www.lwmrs.co.uk

Kimble O Gauge - featured club layout 2018

e

5 #-L* P, il -
-, = -

The Leamington & W-En'il'i{:k-
Model Railway Society

Join us in 2018

Saturday 3™ Feb Sunday 4" Feb
(10am to Spm) (10am to 4.30pm)

Stafford County Showground

al18 OBD - Situated on the A518, 3 miles East of Stafford Town Centra

Adults £9
Accompanied Children just £1

See the return of our small layout corner
& our featured area of layouts based on
the Northwest of England

-see our website for full listings __
FREE bus from railway station & 'S

www.staffordrallwaycircle.org.uk/exhibition
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Show that models

itself on diversity

lan Lamb reports on the Elgin Model Railway Club show, which surmounts numerous
challenges to put on a family-friendly and engaging show.

THE CITY OF ELGIN, ON THE SOUTH
coast of the Moray Firth, and

its environs is a relatively small
community compared with the larger
conurbations in the south of Scotland,
as far as a captive audience for a model
railway exhibition is concerned.

Consequently, the Elgin Model
Railway Club realised that to be viable
financially and attract the necessary
sufficient visitor numbers, it would
need to appeal to a wider modelling
fraternity to solely that of trains. In the
process it would turn the venture into a
truly family affair, and this it has done
successfully since 1987, based in the
centrally located town hall.

Blessed with unique weather
conditions, a long coastline with
military bases and lots of fishing villages/
communities, it is inevitable that the
complementary models on show should
reflect local interest and employment.

'The many rivers — especially the Spey
— have more distilleries than anywhere
else, and the fertile land is excellent

for food production as exemplified
through Baxters of Speyside and Walkers

Shortbread of Aberlour.

Giving an introductory travelogue
of the Elgin catchment area may
seem irrelevant to a report of a model
exhibition, but it is only in being aware
of the Morayshire region that one can
really appreciate the challenge that the
local model club continues to have in
creating an attractive exhibition.

To understand how far north Elgin
actually is, plus the reason for the
sparseness of human habitation, you
really need to go back to 1746 when,
at the reasonably nearby battlefield
of Culloden, the victor Duke of
Cumberland, “created a desert, and
called it peace.” (Ethnic cleansing is
not a new phenomenon!) In fact, the

nghland Railway 2-4-0 Raigmore depicts one of
| d:he first engines to take trains between Inverness and
=~ FEJ‘EI*L The model is one of the world-famous Kennedy
*Ebtlectiun regularly on shuw at Elgin Modelfair.

county town of Moray is almost 150
miles from Perth.

In the commercial sense, model shops
have come and gone mainly because of
lack of custom, so it was heartening to
hear from those that still exist such as
Eric Dickie of Ingram Models (or have
recently taken on the retail mantle) that
the emergence of RMM has helped them
since its launch a year ago. Long may
that trend continue.

EMRC itself was one of the first groups
to register with RMM for distribution
purposes, along with the Keith &
Dufftown Heritage Railway. So, through
these relatively remote outlets, the
founding principles for the Railway
Magazine Guide to Modelling through its
direct links to clubs, preserved railways
and hobby shops have been justified.
There is no doubt that this is the case
in this part of Scotland to the benefit of
everyone concerned.

January 2018

Boat models on the Culbin Model Club stand. How a copy of RMM found itself along with
this display is not known. Perhaps the owner has changed allegiance from railways?

Around a century after Culloden,
Joseph Mitchell drove his eventual
Highland Railway eastwards from
Inverness to Elgin and Keith, making
an ‘end-on’ connection with the Great
North of Scotland Railway that had
emanated from Aberdeen in the east.
Further west is Forres (with its recently
completed new station on the site of
the original Highland Railway one)
where in 1865 Mitchell drove his railway
south through the Grampian Mountain
passes to reach Perth.

My own layout ‘Leven’ made its
first public appearance at the Elgin
Modelfair in the mid-1990s, and was
a regular for a while before demands
for The pava Project as a Millennium

event in 2000 became more of a
priority. Many regular displays still
attract deserved praise, and supported
by new or alternative models, make this
annual show a must for modellers of

all description. The 2017 Modelfair in
particular had displays in every possible
‘nook and cranny’ in the town hall.
Inevitably, visitor numbers were up on
previous years.

Platform 1 Model Railway
Community Forum — www.
platformimrc.com is a friendly group
of like-minded individuals with a broad
interest and knowledge of all of things
model railway related. It covers all
scales, eras and general disciplines, and
would welcome anyone regardless of

www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Stockists of Bachmann, Graham
Farish, Hornby, Peco, Scalextric

and much much more at
No. 9 High Street

Tel: 02380 610100 E: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

www. acmodelsspares.co.uk

Open 5 days a week 9am - 5pm

Closed Wednesdays & Sundays
ON-STREET PARKING OUTSIDE THE SHOP

7-9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants SO50 5LB

Gift Vouchers

RHUDDLAN
MODELS

«Model Railway

*Diecast Models
Corgi - Dinky - Matchbox

e Plastic Kits
Airfix - Revel

NEW AND USED ITEMS

- @1C.

__lyoung@r

BOUGHT AND SOLD

HIGH STREET, RHUDDLAN
01745 590048
www.rhuddlanmodels.co.uk
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Modelling

~ To advertise your event
please call Lynsey on

& 01507 529454 or email:

ortons.co.uk

Large stocks of pre-owned
railways, a selection of which
is on our website.

We also purchase your

anything considered.

unwanted railways, whether
it’s a single item or collection,

* Bachmann

* Graham Farish

X Peco

X Expo Tools

* Electrical Components

e
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Whether you're a novice or an expert
We are always happy to help!

So why not visit us today or give us a ring!

www.ronlines.com
mpto -."*ff:.ii*i.' 15 3HJ
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Alistair Coull, stand manager for the Keith
& Dufftown Railway, was one of the first to
see the value of distributing RMM to the
public, and in the process enlarging the
profile of this preserved line, and hopefully
new supporters to help them in their
ongoing work.

their experience or ability. A members
layout showcase exists along with

an easy-to-use photo gallery. There

is also opportunity for sponsored
Interactive competitions, social events
and exhibitions. ‘Luib Bridge’ O-gauge
layout was the model on display at
Elgin, and particularly interesting was
the fact that one of the operators, Gary
Ruming, had flown in from Australia
on the Thursday to take part in the
show, and would fly home again on the
Tuesday! Now that is dedication.

As always there is a strong model
aircraft contingent capturing the pride
and enthusiasm of the modeller.

With such a strong fishing
community in the area it is inevitable
that the wonderful hand-crafted models
from members of Culbin Model Club

and others, always attracts many

visitors, and this year was no exception.  he modelled the Highland Railway:. craftsman created a unique collection
As can be seen with all the displays at Jim Kennedy’s Collection — working of Highland Railway rolling stock. It is
Modelfair, such skill is not only the models to a scale of tomm/ft (Gauge considered to be a first-class historical
prerogative of model railways. 1) — was displayed in an extensive representation of Highland Railway
Long before model clubs and garden layout outside his house. Sadly, operations in the late Victorian and
exhibitions were displayed locally, one after his death in 1984, the collection Edwardian eras. Throughout this period
Inverness lad remembered the pre- was split up round the world. Over of time, Jim had been a regular reader
Grouping companies. Consequently a period of 30 years, this Inverness of Model Railway News since its first

issue in 1925, and also the allied journal
Model Engineer. It was in a copy of ME
published at the outbreak of war in
1939 that he noticed an appeal for the
mechanically minded to volunteer as
instrument mechanics in the REME.
Indeed, there was something for
everyone at the Elgin Modelfair 2017.
Whatever hobby is chosen, the skill
attached to it was there for all to
see, but it wouldn’t be an exhibition
if additional standards were not

Chall

= - . . B
considered. To that end, the Fred Dilley I
% Shield for Model Railway Excellence . i -
- went to the Aberdeen Model Railway Andrew Allardyce, secretary of Elgin Model Railway Club, has been involved with the
| p— W Club’s ‘Fishdale Holdings' layout. The Modelfair since its inception, and also finds time to support the Strathspey Railway in
—— e f 4 visitors choice for the best stand in the the role of a guard for the last seven years. In this picture he stands beside the club’s
_ ]] 1 Mﬁh S —_~-'- | _ _ - show went to David Campbell for his American layout Ashland WI.
_— P - g military modelling — a collection of
SIS —— ﬂ‘!ﬂ"’ et 28 1335 scale Second World War military achieved by Mick Henderson for his All photographs by courtesy of lain
From left: Tom Corbett, Gary Ruming and Paul Lancaster from Platform 1 Model Railway diorama scenes. Finally, the Sullivan creation of an Airco pH9 First World Fairweather, one-time owner of Nairn
Community Forum. Shield for the best mdlwdual model was  War bomber. Model Centre.

- i
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P[ﬂfﬁﬂﬁ[:ﬂﬂ! Airbrush kits for all budgets Books & DV Airbrush maintenance and :_lnunmp tools Paints & pigments  Compressors for all
lwata airbrushes applications

www.Airbrushes.com 01903 767800  sales@airbrushes.com
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To aavertise In the next issue call Lynsey on 01507 529454
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WEST SUSSEX
P & D Marsh Models

Kits and ready painted models
in N and OO

www.pdmarshmodels.com

Free lists available
- call 07730 202270

South Cumbria’s
number one shop for
model railways, crafts

and doll’s houses

nlii:iunm n*nﬁ

www.crafty-hobbles.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, Barrow-in-Furness

T: 01229 820759

MODEL RAILWAYS RHYL

44 Wellington Road, Rhyl, LLI18 IBN
Open 7 Days Tel: 01745 798460

www.model-railways-rhyl.co.uk
Bachmann - Hornby - Dapol
Oxford - Javis - GaugeMaster - Peco
Trainsave - Ratio - Wills
Most Credit/Debit Cards accepted

Visiting the Isle of Wight?

Two floors of locomotives, wagons,
coaches, buildings, scenery, electrics,
figures, cars and more!

N/009/HO/00/0n30/G
UPSTAIRS DOWNSTAIRS

Pier Street, Sandown P036 8JR - 01983 406 616
www.trainshop.co.uk

JACKSEHN MEDIA

Cherished Memories Brought Back To Life

Got lots of old 8mm film or VHS tapes
containing movies of steam from a bygone era?
Why not have them transferred to DVD.

Send an email or telephone us for a quote.

info @ jacksonmedia.co.uk - 07968 108918

CAISTOR LOCO

8 Market Place, Caistor, Lincs LN7 6TW
Tel: 01472 859990

FOR ALL YOUR MODEL RAILWAY NEEDS

Opening hours: Mon, Tue, Thurs 10 till 3
Fri10till 3 &5till 7, Sat 10 till 5

Hornby - Parkside « Smiths « Peco - Cambrian « Metcalfe
- Bachmann - Coopers - Mail Coach - Wills - Farish
« Springside « Ratio « Railmatch Point « Knightwing
+ Faller « Knoch « Javis - Woodlands « Kadee
» PE Marsh and more more

Mail order welcome

( TONYS TRAINS )
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WE BDY YOUR MODEL TRAINS
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a"# Open Tue - 5at 10am - 5pm
We are one of the largest independent family run model
shops in the country. We offer our customers the largest,
most diverse range of modelling products under one roof
with very helpful and friendly service second to none.

1-2 Catherine St, Frome, Somerset BA11 1DA

Tel: 01373 465295 E: sales@frome-model-centre.com

www.fromemodelcentre.com

Model Railway Specialists STOKE-ON-TRENT
Wide range of stock, weathering service, decoder fitting & repairs, sound fitting

. ( "Bip#L] SPECIAL COMMISSION
" . Available in April 2017 - only 150 available, contact to order

e e

\ Potteries Coal Supply Co. Stoke on Trent Coal Wagon (ilrgend)
54 HAMIL ROAD, BURSLEM, STOKE-ON-TRENT, _
| STAFFORDSHIRE ST6 1AU l“"ﬂl,l

Phone: 01782 818433 / 07973 478294
Our opening times are now:

—_  Tues-Fri 10am-4pm, Thurs 10am-5.30pm
: & Sat 10am-2pm H

info@thehobbygoblin.co.uk
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

Follow us on
Facebook

winrw facebook.com
fthehobbygoblin

Open
Mon-Sat
9.30-5.00

ORRIS MODEL

NORTH LANCING

80 Manor Road, Lancing, W.Sussex, BN15 OHD
Tel 01903 754850 www.morrismodels.co.uk

Open Mon - Sat 9.30 to 5.00
Just off A27 between Brighton & Worthing
Easy FREE parking outside
BRITISH & CONTINENTAL MODEL RAILWAYS,

DIECAST & HERPA MODEL VEHICLES
PLASTIC CONSTRUCTION KITS, SLOT CARS

Tel: 01373 822 231
sales@branchlines.com

P.O. BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 3AA

Stockists of Mashima, Hanazono, Canon 12V DC motors, Tenshodo motor
bogies, gears, gearboxes, bearings, drive shafts and many parts for the kit
and scratchbuilder.

4mm scale loco and chassis kits, etched coach kits and EFE tube train
motorising and re-wheeling packs. 4mm and 7mm scale narrow gauge kits
& some 7mm standard gauge items.

Black Beetle wheels in 00, EM & P4 for
re-wheeling many Bachmann, Hornby, Heljan
diesels and on 'z axles for Bachmann DMUs,
EMUs. Also now stocking Coffman Right and
Splice Clamps.

E-mail or write for catalogues (SSAE +£1 in stamps) and price lists.

NICK TOZER

AR WEY BCOE

RAILWAY BOKS BOUGTAND SOLD

Free railway book search service

Seasonal Greetings and Best Wishes for 2018 to all my Customers

|55 Church Street, Paddock, Huddersfield HD | 4U}
Telephone: 01484 518159 Email: nick@railwaybook.com
Website: www.railwaybook.com
Lmt our new shop - Open Tue/Wed 11.00-17.00 + Thu 14.00-20. DI‘IJ

6 Station Road,

Stanley, County
Durham DH9 OJL

Opening times:
9.30 - 5.00 Mon,
Tues, Fri & Sat,
11 - 7 Thurs,
Closed Wed

Tel. 01207 232545
email. sales@durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

DCC Fitting & Weathering Service

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

www.elaines-trains.co.uk

Quality pre-owned model railways
00: Tri-ang — Hornby - Lima - etc
European HO; N and 0 gauges as available
Selected spares - Wants list service - Collections purchased
Postal and Exhibition Sales only - World-wide mail order - PayPal accepted.
01673 857 423 (Lincolnshire) « elaine@elaines-trains.co.uk
Office Hours Mon-Fri 9am-6pm

The Model Shop

07939544527 themodelshop@marketmodels.co.uk
www.marketmodels.co.uk
Opening times: Monday to Saturday 9-4pm
Unit 7a New St Burton on Trent DE143TN
At The Model Shop we have a wide range of models all
shapes and sizes and cater for all ages and budgets.

We stock new and used items

and are always having many
different items in every week.

GRAMDAD'S TOY SHOP
b

We are proud to announce that our shop will be open every
Friday and Saturday between 10am and 4pm.

Our shop address is
9a George Street, Snaith, East Yorkshire, DN14 9HY.

For further updates and information please follow us on
Twitter or like us on Facebook @grandadstoys H
We are stockists of
Hornby - Bachmann - Peco - Metcalfe - Oxford Diecast
Web: http://stores.ebay.co.uk/grandadstoyshop
\ Email info@grandadstoyshop.co.uk. Phone 07754 401209

. ESSEX NORTHUMBERLAND TYNE & WEAR YORKSHIRE

45 N WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF:

09"“0, UK, US, Continental & Japanese
é‘A%'EE ' Rolling Stock, Accessories & Scenery,
| Paints & Solvents and Tools

Unit 8 Britannia Court New & Secondhand
Burnt Mills Industrial Estate brought

Basildon Part Exchange is welcome

Essex 5513 1EU !
Tel: 01268 726211 We also do Mail Order

Email: sales@plusdaughters.co.uk / jadeanniesmith@gmail.com

e T 1 r "‘ﬁ*_l
'_. .'.lu.r|'|¢._.. —-_'l"rl:

North umlman Pam tm g Serw ces

Specialist handmade Railway
Scenery, Figures and Buildings

www.paintinghistory.co.uk
Tel: 07856 328557
Email: paintinghistory@live.co.uk

Puuleys Puffers PECO
e —

Partnership: '
David & Anne Poole é

Diecast Models, Kits & Accessories

Model Railway Supplies,
New & Second Hand Bought & Sold

Tele: 0191 4910202 / 4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178
www.pooleyspuffers.com
email: pooleyspuffers@btopenworld. com

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading Estate, Gateshead,
Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon - Sat - 10:00am - 5:00pm. When attending weekend exhibitions shop ==
will be closed. Please phone FRI/SAT for opening times. Closed Sundays.

All major credit cards accepted. Part exchange welcome

snchian RN SRR WS RATIO

 HAMPSHIRE NOTTINGHAMSHIRE WEB SHOP

Aviation
Canals

Rallways
Buses

DEREK’S TRANSPORT BOOKS
All Transport Subjects Covered
www.derekstransportbooks.com
Over 8000 Books in Stock on-line
Based in the New Forest
Est. 1995

Shipping
Commercial

Motoring
Vehicles

42 Dunster Street, Narthampton NN1 3JY
Tel: 01604 631977.
Email: nmrs-models@btconnect.com

Nnrthants Model Railway Supplies

Manufacturer of O Gauge 1:43 scale models and
accessories, Sprung Buffers, Majestic Models
Backheads, White Metal road vehicles and etched brass
coach and wagon Kkits.

A full catalogue is available on my website
www.nmrs-models.co.uk

Graham Jones | am also willing to carry out short run casting

of your own masters

www.BestsModeller.co.uk
Tel. 0781 4751547

We at BESTSMODELLER sell all Die-Cast Models, Hornby, Lima,
Bachmann Railways, Eddie Stobart products, Corgi Buses and
have many other products to sell.

YOU CAN AL50 PURCHASE ONLINE AT OUR WEBSITE

Millennium Models

NEW & SECONDHAND STOCK

EICORGH

Eé,. DAPOL | %

[BIECAUE]

Visit our new website;: www.millenniummodels.co.uk
67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds LS27 8EB
Tel: 0113 2189 286
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To advertise in the next
issue please call Lynsey on
01507 529454 or email:

lyoung@mortons.co.uk
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This month’s layout
belongs to one of our
RMM Facebookers, Kat

Cy Ryder.

The concept of the layout 1s a special

handling equipment depot that 1s used

for servicing locomotives and wagons

on an Armed Services base narrow

gauge line, which 1s served by a standard gauge line for
delivery and collection of parts for development.

The layout is based on a mix of Eastriggs in south-
west Scotland, Dean Hill (in Wiltshire) and Trecwyn 1n
Wales. When I was a child my uncle told me he worked
at the Longtown MaD site, I didn’t know at that time
that Eastriggs existed until about 10 years ago when
Teletrail released a DVD on it. Then Subterranea Britannica
happened along with the 28DL forum, which both explore
urban underground spaces. This led to a litany of photos
being found of ex-RAF/RNAD/MaD bases all over the
country and so many of these went into my research.

The layout currently measures 6ft by gin, built on a
simple 2x1 timber frame, with 6mm plywood. The track
1s all Peco, using mainline flexi with the newer gin radius
points. As yet all I have are side-loading flatbed wagons
that were 3D printed by CWRailways. I am currently
painting these 1n different hiveries to reflect which
service they belonged to. Locomotive power is yet to
be purchased, however, bar for one special project, the

LAYOUTS WELOVE |
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We want to dedicate these pages to your inspirational, unusual, well-loved layouts and models. So please do get in
touch with us by emailing spalmer@mortons.co.uk or visit our Facebook page to like and share your photographs.

loco bodies will be from Narrow Planet. Inttially for the

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e reen

electrics I will be using an MERG DC controller kit to power

the layout, just to get stock moving, then I intend buying

the CANBUS kits to make it a DCC layout. Pointwork is

controlled via the ANE SmartSwitch servo system -1t's the

same as Peco, but the OEM version. The control panel is

yet to be built.

My girlfriend, who does aero modelling, gives me good
1deas too, such as the covered parts storage section. This
1s providing some special viewing as it's a ‘secured’ site
with active gated access.

The scenery was at one point something that felt
like a ‘dark art’, but these days, with so many practical
demonstrations on YouTube, I was able to get the scenery
together quite quickly. The flock and scatter is made up of
a mix of Javis, Woodland Scenics and Peco products, just
to add some vanety in colours. I have done some of my
own trees, but I'll be trying other techniques to improve
the quality.

Overall it has taken so far about a year off and on to
make the layout. It has been an experience certainly
with regards to scenery and I'm pleased with what I have
achieved this far. I have plans for further expansion within
a few months, three more boards and a fiddle yard which
will allow for a continuous run.

E N 4 B R N B | L E O kL

maQHEt- Sponsored by Magnet Insurance, we specialise in model railway layout insurance - call us on 01636 858249 IMagl et

MON-SAT 5.00- 5.30

THE MODEL SHOP

OPEN SUNDAYS 10.00- 2.00
Bachmann Branchline 32-331

OXFORD
Class 25/1 25043 BR Green Full

Yellow Ends (Weathered) £89.95 -

BACHMANN [P ERAHAM B _
31-654 Class 47 47576 'Kings Lynn' Network SOUEhEast.........mummsmmmmmmmmsssssens I-.::'J‘H o] HGEHE‘Y
Large stock of new and used

e £114,00 HAL
31-656 Class 47 47256 BR Green Full Yellow Ends (Weathered)..........coovrrnsreseees
railway items.

1 o as
m 1 e
- o o s c

Hornby R2312 BR 4-6-2 Duchess Class
‘City of Chester’
£119.95

TRACK BUILDING S§YSTEMS

TRACK BUILDING MATERIALS FROM
C & L FINESCALE AND EXACTOSCALE

“©

Bachmann Branchline 32-482 Class
40 Diesel 97407 'Aureol’ BR Blue
Departmental (Weathered) £130.95

e L "l
RV S

e

o £119.95
32-176 2-6-0 Crab 427 BR Lined Black Early Emblem with Coal Rail £115.95
31-635A Class 64XX 6424 GWR Green ... —Y [ )

76,95

31435 Midlond Class 1F 41736 BR Bonk Bt Bl

31-441DC IVATT 2-6-2 Tank 41291BR Lined Black Late Crest..........mmmnnnn. £124.00 Die-cast, Plastic Kits. Also RC Cars.
32.360A BRStandard Clas 4MT Tank 80104 5% Bock Lo G £103.98 Spread out over two floors.
e e ————— Open 7 days a week
HORNBY A warm welcome awaits you

R2290D Virgin BO-BO Electric Class 86 Locomotive Sir Clwyd, Cnty of Clwyd '86248'..£69.95

R2254A BR CO-CO Diesel Electric Class 47 Locomotive '47432"Weathered Edition......£69.95 Wis leg all sias _
R123 LNER 4-4-0 Loco Hunt Class D49/2 “The Beverley” ........cccmmmsmmsisnsssinnen £59.95 Ranges in 4AMM OO, EM, P4 and 7MM O Ga uge
R3528 WC & PLK Stroudly Terrier NO4......mmmmmmmsesssmmmsssssssssssssenee e £69,99 customenws a iE s g . -
R3404 BR Fowler 4P 2-6-4 Tank NO.42334 ......oovoooocreesssssssssssssssssssssssns L £112.95 M Christmas For current exhibition |I5tlng please check our website.
R3525 BR B/B Class Sir Archibald SINCIAir....mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssessseseees e 139,95 .
R3454 GWR Castle Class Dryslwyn Castle NO.S076 ... £132.99 A d Happy New Year Office hours 9.30am to 16.00pm Monday to Friday
R3458 SR Schools Class Shrewsbury NO.921 ......cmmmmmsmmmmmmsssmmsssssssssesssnness £ 1 28:99 . "
R3455 GWR Star Class Knight of StPatrick NOADT3 ..o £109.99 Email: modelshop117@gmail.com Telephone 01372 748490
R346T LNER L1 26-4 TANKNOBTI02 ccicicimsmissisisinsiinnissisisimimmsiiisi ks 1299 117 New Road
Postage & Packaging £3.99 : WWW ﬁ nesca Ie or U k
Portsmouth, PO2 7QS . -0rg.
www.depotmodels.com : [ "]
Tel: 023 9265 3100 |

Depot Models, PO Box 9207, Bournemouth. BH1 9FG
Tel: 07562 212437

C & L Finescale Track Building Systems Ltd

www.modelshop-portsmouth.co.uk 125 Reaver House, 12 East Street, Epsom KT17 THX
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SEC Glasgow 2018

Fri 23", Sat 24" and Sun 25" February

50+ LAYOUTS = FREE EXHIBITION GUIDE
150 EXHIBITOR STANDS = GAUGE SOCIETIES = DEMONSTRATIONS
LIMITED EDITION BACHMANN CLASS 47 SCOTRAIL MODEL

www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk

Advance Ticket Prices:
Adult: £12 = Child: £5 % Family (2 + 2 x 1 day) £28.
Advance ticket holder can enter 30 minutes prior to official opening times.

Admission Prices at the door: Adult: £13 = Child: £6 = Family: (2 + 2 x 1 day) £29.

SQUIRES |

Model & Craft Tools

Fri 23th: 10.30am - 6.00pm = Sat 24th: 10.00am - 6.00pm = Sun 25th: 10.30am - 5.00pm. =

Tickets may be bought at the show or in advance by visiting our website www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk. ——
To purchase advance tickets by post, please forward a cheque or postal order made payable to Emapyee EUROPE Plc

‘AMRSS’ together with a self addressed stamped envelope, to arrive no later than 15th February 2018. PLC0 [HORNBYJ-

CONTINENTAL

AMRSS, PO Box 9117, Shotts, ML7 9AF. MODELLER
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Corporate members of

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD ) railsofsheffield.com Railway

WANTED

CASH OR EXCHANGE

WE WANT ANYTHING MODEL RAILWAY RELATED,
ANY AGE, ANY GAUGE, FROM A SINGLE ITEM TO A
LIFETIME COLLECTION. DISTANCE NO OBJECT.
PLEASE TELEPHONE, OR EMAIL YOUR LISTS TO
SECONDHAND@RAILSOFSHEFFIELD.COM

BUY -SELL-EXCHANGE-ANY GAUGE - ANY AGE

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD VALUE YOUR SECOND HAND COLLECTION VERY HIGHLY

LOCOS - COACHES - WAGONS - TRACK-WORK - CONTROLLERS - ACCESSORIES
DIE-CAST - LORRIES - BUSES - PLANES - SOLDIERS - RAILWAYANA - AND MORE

FULL COLLECTIONS PURCHASED / UK & WORLDWIDE COLLECTION AVAILABLE

We urgently require collections of any size,
featuring products from the following manufacturers:

ELEKTRONIK

*iNLiv, | GRAHAM P W | oot =1 -
A ' BN ® e ) S Lenz

@lllﬂﬂ lﬂlﬁf -"’“L“m' '""Em — | BN NN L :m:rnu LOCO
LiLiPUT Enm --.-a-u.-n;mm .mwmg-.wﬂl_llea

S DINKY TOYS (marowsay) [“ICOREGI 1S [MECCANO

| SIGNAGE AND TOTEMS .\ o\ [e] ;]S

Telephone our Second Hand team on: (0114) 255 1436 or email: secondhand@railsofsheffield.com - Ref: RMGM2018

21-29 Chesterfield Road - Sheffield - South Yorkshire - S8 ORL - UK - Tel: (0114) 255 1436 - Fax: (O114) 255 5982
Email: info@railsofsheffield.com  Web: railsofsheffield.com ) railsofsheffield f railsofsheffield Y railssheffield railsofsheffield
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rel: 0151 733 3655 info@hattons.co.uk

17 Montague Road, Widnes, WAS8 8FZ

Phones Open: Mon - Sat 7:30am to 6pm Sun 9am to 5pm
Shop Open: Mon to Sun 9am to 5pm

* MODEL RAILWAYS - 15,000+ items available on

PEC() Step 1: ey Step 2: Track

P|al'll'llng We stock the complete range of Hornby and Peco track in OO, N and O

The first stage in building your model railway is planning the gauges in 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th radius. We also have the entire range of
design and layout of your track. To help you we stock a range of points and curves in both insulfrog and electrofrog, setrack and finescale,rigid
planning books, DVDs and CD-ROMs from Hornby and Peco, all and flexible. At www.hattons.co.uk/O0Otrack you'll find everything

available at www.hattons.co.uk: you need to turn your designs into reality.

R8145 Hornby TrackMaster CD-ROM

STP-00 Peco OO gauge Setrack plan book
IN-1 Peco N gauge Setrack plan book

SYHO01 Peco “Shows You How” Layout planning

SYHO06 Peco “Shows You How” Making a start in OO

\PECO) =
SETRACK PLANBOOK Step 3: Electrics
- Whether it's analogue control or DCC we have a great range of controllers to help
run your model railway. We also stock a huge range of switches and point motors
from manufacturers such as Peco, Hornby, Gaugemaster, DCC Concepts and Expo.
We also have a fantastic range of DCC decoders from a whole range of
manufacturers, including Bachmann, Hornby, DCC Concepts, Gaugemaster, Lenz

and NCE.To find out more visit Www.hattons.co.uk/electrics

Analogue controllers DCC controllers Point motors & switches DCC decoders Cables & Wires

Step 4: Techniques

For everything from painting, weathering and masking, to filling, soldering and kit building, Hatton’s have all the tools and products you’ll need in order to
master all the techniques required for putting together your model railway. Whether you're constructing buildings from scratch or painting and weathering
your locos and stock, you'll find a great selection of modelling tools and products online and in store.
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TIEED Step 5: Scenery ¢Sy

Scenery helps bring your layout to life and at www.hattons.co.uk/OOscenics Step {:

you'll find everything you need to help you to add realism to your project. We offer a great
range of scenic and modelling items from all the leading manufacturers such as LOCOS & StOCk

Woodland Scenics, Bachmann, Hornby, Javis and Busch.

When you’ve finally built your layout, the track and ballast
are down, the wiring is in place, it's set up for analogue or
DCC, and the scenery is in place with all the buildings and
lighting and other finishing touches that make it unique, the final
step is to get your locos and rolling stock running.

Hedges & Trees Ballast & Scatter Grasses & Walls Whether they’re straight from the box and onto the track, or whether
you want to add some extra detail and finishing touches to your locos,
coaches and wagons. Hatton’s have everything you need to help

Step 6: BU|IdingS & Structures you get the right look and feel for your model railway.

You can add the finishing touches to your layout with buildings, We also have a great range of products that will help you to service and
signals and other scenic items such as turntables, level crossings maintain your locos and rolling stock. Everything from lubrication and oiling,
and lights. We have hundreds of different products in all gauges from rolling roads and loco lifts, through to cleaning tools and products. At

all the leading manufacturers, including Bachmann’s Scenecraft and www.hattons.co.uk you'll find everything you need to keep your
Hornby s Skaledale ranges - find them on www.hattons.co.uk model railway running smoothly and on time.

HEEHIIY

|y (2000 05 TRAINTRONICS

ﬁ?ﬁ /a4 / A Track cleaners Rolling roads Servicing kits

WILLS RITS =




