Page 46 |

Mike Porter’s CGW Layout
RAILROAD

N M RA NATIONAL

CONVENTION

KANSAS CITY

{11 B




www.nasg.org

ALWAYS MOVING FORWARD - S, 1:64 SCALE

nasgpromotions@gmail.com
in cooperation with the National Association of S Gaugers, Inc. Contact Greg Klein, Promotions Chairman, 540-822-5362

Pullman Standard P

Highly detailed -
featuring etched
metal roofwalks

Models of the PS high
¢ loading with center dischar

From Amencan Models:

Available in 1? Names.

-capacity for car for grain
e for rapid unloading.

Complete Details
on the Web Site:

or call 248-437-6800
11770 Green Dak Industries Drive
Whitmore Lake, Michigan 48189

Visit Lionel.com or call 1-800-4LIONEL
for a dealer near you!

Manufacturer of high-detailed S scale models
Trucks, Farm Tractors, and Scenery Material

www.topshelfreplicas.com

GOODDEALSDCC, Inc.

The Programmer Portable
Test Track System

Made from
Lightweight Pvd

Available in S and Other Scales from
www.gooddealsdec.com
224-703-0111

cnmmerclal Scale Mode/s

brm%
The Building and Structure Company
S Scale Laser Cut Structure Kjis

e han IDU Furmer banta mom
See the Complete Line for §

and Other Scales on the Web Site:
www.comercialscalemodels.com

PORT LINES HOBBY SUPPLY
6 STOREYBROOKE DRIVE
NEWBURYPORT, MASS 01950
978-465-8798
S-Scale Specialists
www.portlines.com

S-Scale 3-stall Roundhouse Kit, $195
Expand it with add’l stalls: $45 each.

NEWS, REVIEWS, INFORMATION TO USE

ONLINE MAGAZINE

SCALE

Your on-line source for
everything S Scale

Free to Read, Download & Print

Mark Your Calendar
for These S, 1:64 Events:
SPRING S SPREE
May 4-6, 2017
Marion, 'Ohio
NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF S GAUGERS
August 8-12
Timonium, Maryland

3000TOYS®

Over 1,000 1:64 scale items

Superior Service and Selection Since 1995




INTER M OUNTAIN
RAJLWAY €0-

GENERAL MOTORS ELECTRO-MOTIVE DIVISION

SD38-2 LOCOMOTIVES
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The SD38-2 was introduced in 1972 and built until 1979. It is the non-turbocharged, 2000 HP version of EMD's very successful SD40-2. The SD38-2
was produced in limited numbers, but found homes on many Class 1 railroads. They were typically used in yard service where low speeds and good
tractive effort was required. Almost all are still in service today, with many being refitted as Remote Control yard locomotives.

These SD38-2 locomotives will be manufactured with finely molded parts that have been designed to reproduce railroad specific details. Sound units

come equipped with an all new ESU® LokSound® Select Micro "Slide-In" sound decoder. Non-Sound DCC units are equipped with an all new ESU®
LokPilot® Micro "Slide-In" decoder. :
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* Spencer Kellog * North American Car Corp. « Stauffer Chemical * Spokane, Portland & Seattle -« Burlington Route ¢ Burlington Northern
* Harbor Tank Line « The Mathieson Alkali Works <« Canadian General Transit * Frisco * Santa Fe * Northern Pacific
* Union Tank Car * Union Pacific * Kanotex * The Denver Road * Great Northern * Colorado & Southern

* Mobile Rosin Oil Co.

JOIN THOUSANDS OF HOBBYISTS ALREADY RESERVING THESE MODELS BY VISITING Y LOCAL RETAILER TO

: Visit: intermountain-railway.com
Like us on

7 Facebook Call: 1-800-472-2530 InTERMOUNTAIN

Join the Modelers’ Club: ircmodelersclub.com RAILRY G
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ALL NEW

AUX TENDERS, HO

BASED ON THE N&W DESIGN, NOW ALSO AVAIL-
ABLE IN N&W MAROON STRIPE, C&O SAFETY
EXPRESS, SP DAYUGHT AND MILWAUKEE ROAD!

USRA MIKADOS, HO

BOTH HEAVY AND LIGHT. BACK BY POPULAR DE-
MAND IN ALL NEW PAINT SCHEMES. PARAGON3
WITH ROLLING THUNDER FOR DC AND DCC.

KN ST ORES (NOW

TeH E
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M O'DWE LS TR AJMAN S .

SHEEP, CHICKEN
SOUND STOCK CARS

WHO EVER HEARD SUCH THINGS2! YUP. THESE
STOCK CARS MAKE ALL THE SOUNDS OF YOUR
FAVORITE LIVE STOCK WHEN THEY MOVE. BOUND
TO BE AVAILABLE IN YOUR FAVORITE ROADS!

USRA PACIFCS, HO

BOTH HEAVY AND LIGHT. ALSO BACK BY POPU-
LAR DEMAND IN ALL NEW PAINT SCHEMES AND
ROADS. PARAGON3 WITH ROLLING THUNDER FOR
DC AND DCC.
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You're in control
with an NCE Pro Cab!

Ouwre comptete. bine of DCC pnoducts i
. f . Rediscover the fun with a Pro Cab
W(jf w&%w. pmf/% %@W/ from NCE! Our deluxe Pro Cab™

provides the most user-friendly access

to all DCC system features. You'll

* Designed and manufactured in the U.S.A. spend less time pushing buttons and
. . more time running trains! Simple

* Preferred for ease of use and ergonomic design menus on the easy-to-read backi
. . o . . LCD display will guide you through

* Unlimited scalability for any size model railroad the most advanced operations with
0 q o no fuss. Carefully placed controls

* Plug-and-play means more time running trains make controlling speed and functions

feel like second nature.

* Great customer service and excellent support

See your dealer or visit ncedcc.com

?ﬁ 2 DCC NCE CORPORATION ¢ 82 EAST MAIN ST. « WEBSTER, NY 14580 ¢ 585.265.0230




Are you going to

finish that?

This question regularly comes
to the forefront when visiting

friends’ layouts. I often won-
der why certain projects — often
simple ones — never seem to get
finished. I, too, am guilty in this
realm, because I have lots of stuff
that has lain dormant on my lay-
out or workbench for what seems
like an eternity.

Some people believe that great
model railroaders must have im-
pressive higher thinking skills. In
reality, if you want to be a really
good model railroader — the sort
of modeler that other modelers
admire — you don't need to have
an artistic background, engineer-
ing degree, or lots of money. None
of those traits hurts our endeavor,
but believe it or not, a little train-
ing of your brain can make you
into a better modeler.

The reticular activating system
(RAS) is the door, or “main line”
if you like, through which nearly
all information enters your brain.
The RAS filters the incoming in-
formation and focuses what you
pay attention to, how excited and
motivated you are, and what is
thrown out or ignored because it
does not interest you in the least.

Your RAS responds to your
name, the dispatcher -calling
your train number, and then say-
ing “over,” a derailed car being
dragged across the railroad, and
information that you need im-
mediately. For instance, if youre
looking for a decal set that youre
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sure you placed on your work-
bench, your RAS alerts your brain
to search for the blue Micro-Scale
envelope — 87-585 Santa Fe
GP60M Superfleet — or focus on
the graphics present on the sheet,
particularly the large red “SANTA
FE” billboard lettering.

For us model railroaders, the
RAS also responds to novelty. You
notice anything new and different
or unique, which is why some of
us must have that Union Pacific
Turbine despite being a Clinch-
field modeler. However, this ini-
tial hyper-attentiveness eases with
exposure and commonality. So, if
you have a building with window
openings but no windows sitting
on your layout you will eventually
become accustomed to it, and it
will no longer bother you. Guess
what? Each and every visitor will
instantly notice because of its nov-
elty. Interesting! By the way, the
novelty thing can spin out of con-
trol, gutting your ability to create a
cohesive model railroad. But that
is a topic for another day.

In his book, Getting Things
Done, David Allen discusses how
this works:

“When you focus on some-
thing [the yard you're going to de-
sign, the locomotive youre about
to paint, the project you want to
launch], that focus instantly cre-
ates ideas and thought patterns
you wouldn't have had otherwise.
Even your physiology will respond
to an image in your head as if it
were reality.”

Examples of the RAS in action
would be how you notice a jacket
with a CSX logo on it from across
a crowded room or a copy of RMC
on the grocery store shelves.

As David notes, ‘Just like a
computer, your brain has a search
function — but it's even more phe-
nomenal than a computer’s. It
seems to be programmed by what
we focus on and, more primarily,
what we identify with. It's the core
of what we often adopt to as the
paradigms we maintain.

“We notice only what matches
our internal belief systems and
identified contexts.”

Dr. Maxwell Maltz’s book, “Psy-
cho-Cybernetics,” describes how
to steer your mind to a produc-
tive, useful goal.

“Your automatic creative mech-
anism is teleological. That is, it
operates in terms of goals and end
results. Once you give it a definite
goal to achieve, you can depend
upon its automatic guidance sys-
tem to take you to that goal much
better than ‘you’ ever could by
conscious thought.

“You supply the goal by think-
ing in terms of end results. Your
automatic mechanism then sup-
plies the means whereby.”

You really can get what you fo-
cus on... sorta.

No, this isn't about positive
thinking. It's about focusing on
your goals and taking action. If
you want to achieve your goals,
such as building that incredible
layout or learning how to program
in JMRI — it doesn’t matter how
positive you think about it; you've
got to take action for it to become
a reality.

The first step, however, is
thinking. Imagine, in detail, your
desired outcome, such as finish-
ing the scenery on your last 10
feet of the layout, weathering your
rolling stock, or successfully pro-
gramming a decoder. Make sure
that your goal is well-defined and
the result looks perfect in your
brain. Envision every detail and
keep that positive result in mind.

Now, after thinking comes the
doing,

Ask yourself, what is the next
action necessary to make this vi-
sion a reality? Examples might
include researching how to build
benchwork for the best switch-
ing layout or attending DCC clin-
ics at the NMRA National Conven-
tion, asking the experts questions,
and talking with dealers to adopt
DCC for your command control
system.



The most important thing is to
focus on the what (not the how).
In time, your RAS will show you
the how as it gathers information
to achieve that goal.

Your RAS is a great asset, but
it can also hide things that need
to be addressed. Remember that
building with no windows I dis-
cussed earlier on my friend’s lay-
out? Just like the Febreze com-

Postmarks|

Lodi Junction
Just a note to say how much I
thoroughly enjoyed the feature ar-
ticle in the February issue — Rob
Mallett's Lodi Junction. He has
done an incredible job, plus also
congrats to the author for both
his writing and photos. This ar-
ticle was especially meaningful to
me because I live only 15 miles
from there and am always hang-
ing out around the junction (not to
mention that the local model train
shop — Roger’s Railroad Junc-
tion — is right across the street). I
hope you can pass my congratula-
tions along to both Rob and Brian.
AL Brown

86-foot Boxcars

I read the article on "Upgrading
Athearn 86-foot Boxcars” in the
March issue, and it brought back
memories of my first encounter
with these big cars.

I was a new sales representa-
tive for the Southern Pacific Rail-
road, working out of the Los An-
geles office. One of my customers
in West Los Angeles was Testor
Corporation. They made model
airplanes, model paint, and other
toy items. They shipped regularly
to Rockford, Illinois. They usually
shipped piggyback through a third
party shipper’s agent. At that time,
most of the outbound piggyback
traffic to the Chicago area was go-
ing Santa Fe.

We were not getting much busi-

mercial, he has become “blind” to
their absence. A way to keep from
having modeling blind spots is to
invite a friend over, and let him or
her study the layout. I guarantee
that a “fresh” set of eyes will pick
out things that you just cannot see
anymore.

So, what are you waiting for?
Envision your perfect project
complete, and let your RAS begin

ness. Testor's shipments were
light in weight, and a standard 50-
foot boxcar did not have the cubic
capacity it needed for the rates
charged. As it so happens, anoth-
er representative in the office men-
tioned that one of his customers
was receiving inbound shipments
of paper products in 86-foot long
boxcars from the Midwest. He
asked if any of the other sales rep-
resentatives had business going
back East that could utilize one
of these cars. The cars were long
and had 10,000 cubic feet of ca-
pacity — twice that of a standard
boxcar. I checked with our rate de-
partment and found out that there
was no restriction on car size for
toys and that I could use these
boxcars. Everything went great.
Testor’s people loved the size of
the car and asked that whenever
one was available that they would
use it. Everything was going good
until General Motors informed the
main office in San Francisco that
it would need those cars back in
their pool of specialized cars for
shipment of auto parts to their
three manufacturing plants in Cal-
ifornia. There went my business.
West Los Angeles is on the San-
ta Monica Branch outside the Los
Angeles switching limits, which
meant that any freight originating
or terminating there would result
in a line haul for the SP and a 12
percent cut of the revenue instead
of just a crosstown switching fee.

to identify helpful opportunities,
situations, or resources to achieve
that goal. Focus on that end result,
so your most valuable and power-
ful tool (your brain) will be ready
and alert, gathering clues, tips,
techniques, and so much more
that are relevant to your goals.
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Send your comments to:
spriest@rrmodelcraftsman.com

At that time, we were allowed
to talk with our counterparts on
the other railroads. My Santa Fe
counterpart was named Sandy. We
occasionally spotted each other in
the field. I never called his office.
I explained the situation to him,
and he was interested in helping
out. Although Testors shipments
in the trailers were going Santa
Fe, he was not getting credit for it.
He checked and later informed me
that they had the big cars and that
one was available. I asked Testors
to order the car through SP’s car
order desk, and then I cleared it
with the desk. We got the freight
back, which meant more business
on a failing branch line.

I later explained this to my
bosses. They were uncertain
whether or not this was freight re-
claimed back to the SP However,
they did agree that it was business
and that 12 percent of the revenue
was better than seeing the freight
go Santa Fe all the way. I'm sure
Sandy’s bosses appreciated the
“new” business. Sometimes you
have to work with your competitor

to get the business.
EpwaArRD LANGER

Photo correction

Photos of Alco FAs 4301 and
4302 on page 72 of the March is-
sue were incorrectly credited to
Bob Losse, Sr. The photos were
taken by Warren Calloway. Our
apologies for the error. - SMP

May 2017 ©



NEW Water System

Complete assortment for waters of every kind
« Specially designed system

+ Variety of authentic colors

+ Model moving water with ease

OLD HOMESTEAD Built-&-Ready”
Cozy home for country living
» Includes printed interior with Just Plug® lighting
» Quthouse and other individual exterior features
» Now available in O scale

GRILLIN’ & CHILLIN’ Built-&-Ready”
For grillin’ and chillin’ on hot summer days
* Includes printed interior and Just Plug® lighting :
+ Large front deck with awning, grill and chairs |
« Available in N, HO and O scale

WOODLAND SCENICS® s

woodlandscenics.com




PRECISION RAILROAD MODELS

The Southern Pacific’s Premier Named Train

This year, one of Kato’s most celebrated named train releases will make a triumphant return to the market with a brand new
lettering scheme and accompanied by a new release of the gorgeous Lima Locomotive Works GS-4 steam locomotive!

Lettered in “Southern Pacific Lines” lettering, representing the train as it was first built, the “Morning Daylight” includes
numerous unique cars, such as the three-unit articulated coffee shop-kitchen-diner, and the articulated coaches that made up the
bulk of the train.

Pulling the Morning Daylight will be a new production of the Southern Pacific Lines GS-4 Steam Locomotive. This powerful engine
is more than capable of hauling a full 18-car consist (possible to assemble through the use of multiple 2-car add-ons and the
available optional 11-660 Coach decal set) on a grade. Look for the Daylight and new GS-4’s at your local hobby store Today!

Item # Description MSRP Something to “cross”
#126-0307 N 4-8-4 GS-4 Southern Pacific Lines #4449 240.00 off ‘ur wish-list! x
#126-0312 N 4-8-4 GS-4 BNSF Excursion Black #4449 240.00 Coming May 20172

NEW! North American style Automatic Crossing
gate with lights, sounds, and smooth moving gate

#106-062 N Southern Pacific Lines “Morning Daylight” 260.00 || oms!Expandableupto sixparallel tracks!
10 Car Named Train Set #20-652-1 North American Automatic
Crossing Gate - MSRP 220

#106-6309 N Southern Pacific Lines “Morning Daylight” 55.00
2-Car Articulated Coach Add-On Set

#11-660 Articulated Coach Decal Set 10.00
3 Pairs of number decals for re-numbering 106-6309 into a
total of 4 different number variations

#22-101-1  Analog Sound Box 279.99

#22-202-1  FEF-3 and GS-4 Heavy Steam Sound Card for SoundBox 29.99

Kato U.S.A., Inc. 100 Remington Road Schaumburg, IL 60173




by Mike Schafer
& Bill Navigato

Bill and
Mike’s world
The North American Prototype
Modelers (NAPM) group of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has
about 75 members, with
anywhere from 15 to 30
attending operating sessions
on the club’s huge layout. -
The club usually has a monthly _' e
operating session where
members sign up for the

job they want if attending.
Generally, members with
seniority get first pick, but
often they will give the job
to a newer member. Guests,
such as Canadian National
engineer Bill Beecher, right,
are also welcome to operate.
It’s all about having fun.
—Miike Schafer photo
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When the Troops Come
Marching In

Mike sez...

For many of us —
dare I say a vast ma-
jority of us — model
railroading is a so-
cial thing, especially for those
of us who are “operation junk-
ies,” hosting operating sessions
on our layouts or attending ses-
sions at other layouts. This has
become a big thing I've noticed
over the last 20 years or so. The
social aspect can pertain to non-
operational gatherings as well,
such as at club meeting nights
(or days) or work sessions on
our layouts.

Certainly, there are some for
whom model railroading is a
lone-wolf experience. It's their
evening to get away from the hu-
bris of today’s modern life and
spend a few hours by themselves
in their scaled-down alternative
world. I do that myself some-
times, even though I like the so-
cial aspect just as much, if not
more. Besides, it's better to have
friends around ready to help in

case I — being somewhat acci-
dent-prone — accidentally saw
my hand off or something. I need
my hands to type this silly...
um, er ... essential column every
month.

So, what's the point here?
Well, Bill and I are going to talk
about the best ways to accommo-
date our visitors, whether they're
here to help work on our layouts
or operate on them.

My earliest experiences in
this area date from 1963 when
I joined the Forest City Model
Railroad Club in my hometown
of Rockford, Illinois. I was 14
and just about the youngest fel-
low there. Being a pretty re-
served kid (undoubtedly, unlike
Bill), I politely just hung around
until a couple of the older guys
occasionally took to mentoring
me on some of the basics. But
there wasn't much in the way of
a structured system of teaching
us young'uns about the hobby,
much less operating trains. Not
until future RMC associate edi-




tor and Railfan & Railroad edi-
tor Jim Boyd joined the club in
1964 was there any strong lead-
ership. Boyd was a born lead-
er, and he got things done with
the club and its layout that oth-
erwise wouldn't have — albeit
with some consternation from a
couple of members who did not
take well to Jim’s very strong, in-
your-face personality.

At the opposite end of the
spectrum, about a dozen years
later when I had moved to Wis-
consin to work for Model Rail-
roader and Trains magazines
in their new joint Books Depart-
ment, I somehow wound up as
president of the newly formed
Kalmbach Model Railroad Club,
the Milwaukee, Racine & Troy.
Now I was, theoretically, in the
charge of several personalities,
nearly all of whom were expe-
rienced in modeling and/or the
prototype one way or another.
That made the job a cinch.

(Side note: This was not the
first time this young lad had been
put in charge of a renegade group

of different personalities. Before
my Kalmbach days, I had done a
stint as a high-school art teacher
in one of the roughest schools in
Rockford. Loved it, and learned
a lot about leadership.)

I've been hosting work and/or
operating sessions now since the
mid-1980s while paying atten-
tion to how others handle such
things. Everyone has a different
slant, you know.

For my every-other-Friday-
night I&StL work sessions (on
alternating Friday nights, I head
for Dixon, Illinois, to work on
Mike McBride’s Iron Cross lay-
out), I looked back upon my
Forest City Model Railroad Club
days of standing around, won-
dering what I should help with.
To avoid this on my work ses-
sions, I issue work messages,
usually letting attendees pick
what they feel best qualified to
do. These can be simple things
like fixing bad-order cars or bro-
ken turnouts. But I may also as-
sign larger projects to the more-
accomplished and regular help.

For example, I've given Mike Mc-
Bride — one of the most accom-
plished modelers I know — full
rights of designing and building
the G.U.S. (General Utilities Ser-
vice) Belt industrial branch at
Peoria on my I&StL.

Eventually, you get to know
which volunteers are good at
what and go from there. For ex-
ample, one of my workers — who
shall remain unidentified herein
— is known for “iffy” trackwork,
so I had him lay Henry Siding on
the Rock Island Peoria branch
thatImodel. Because itis late-era
Rock Island, I wanted the siding
to look, um, crappy. It worked!
So, you can even make the best
of a person’s shortcomings.

Some modelers are loath to
let anyone other than themselves
work on their layout. And I get
that. But with a layout as large
as mine — and never enough
time to work on it even though
it's actually part of my career
path — I need all the help I can
get, especially with the electronic
voodoo part. Besides, after hav-

Bill’s worlid
Mike Ritschdorff (right)
is explaining to our own
Mike Schafer his job
assignment on Greg
Bedlek’s Great Northern
Pacific. Mike R. sends
email announcements
for GNP sessions and
assigns crews for the
various jobs during the
operating sessions. This
allows Greg to not only
attend to any problems
that may arise, but

also (gasp!) actually
run trains during his
operating sessions.
—Bill Navigator photo
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Bill’s worlid
Mike Ritschdorff, crew
caller for Greg Bedlek’s
sprawling Great
Northern Pacific layout
in suburban Chicago,
warns Schafer that he’s
about to be assigned to
one of the most critical
yards on the layout.
—Mike Schafer photo

ing the guys at the FCMR Club
mentor me on some of the basics
so many years ago, I feel that
its my duty to do likewise with
my newer and usually younger
assistants.

When it comes to operating
sessions, it's a whole different
set of circumstances. My Fri-
day night work-session regulars
number a half-dozen guys (and
one gal) or so, but I&StL op ses-
sions draw from a pool of some
50 people — not including visi-
tors, which with advance notice
are always welcome — with my
limit per session ostensibly a to-
tal of 15 operators.

I usually announce my ses-
sions via the internet, either di-
rectly through my I&StL email
list or sometimes through the
RockRail website, or both. Rock-
Rail (RockRail.org) is a loosely
organized group of operators
from northern Illinois and south-
ern Wisconsin. Since many of us
RockRailers operate on these
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different layouts, we try to co-
ordinate our operating sessions
through RockRail so as to not set
conflicting dates for sessions.
Generally, I follow a “senior-
ity” system much like a real rail-
road would. My core of people
who attend my Friday night work
sessions — or otherwise assist
in the building of my I&StL, such
as “leasing” equipment to me
— are usually first advised that
I have set a date for a session.
Once they give me a yea or nay,
then I'll know about how many
additional operators can fit in.
As for crew assignments dur-
ing op sessions, there are a
number of different ways to go.
On the I&StL, I employ a crew-
caller — either myself or long-
time (since 1965) friend Craig
Willett, a retired railroader who
does, indeed, have some real-
life crew-calling experience. I do
show favoritism to my Friday-
nighters who want specific jobs
(usually a yard). After all, these

fellows have given up hours of
their time in helping build II-
linois & St. Louis—The Sequel
and this is one way to provide
remuneration. Besides, none of
them would accept the I&StL
stock certificates I offered them.
There’s a reason some of them
refer to the I&StL as the “Insol-
vent & Still Losing.”

If other operators advise me
of their preference, I may or may
not accommodate, depending on
various situations at hand. At
the same time, though, I won't
force someone to take something
as involved as a yard job if they
don't want it. But speaking of
yards, that's one station where
you might want to have a regular
who knows the territory and the
routine. If a principal yard gets
backed up on the railroad, the
domino effect can ripple across
the system.

I know of a fellow who is an
avid yardman. Once, when he
didn't get any yard job at all be-



cause he was late to an I&StL
session, he stormed away mad.
He had pulled this stunt before
on another area layout and has
since not been invited back. Even
in real-life railroading, you don’t
always get the job you want, es-
pecially if you are low man on the
totem pole. But you take it and
move on.

And again, there are those
personality-related situations
that are inevitability going to sur-
face when you have a group of
15 people in a relatively confined
area. I graduated college with a
teaching degree that theoreti-

CREL) CALLER

ILLINOIS & ST. LOUIS/CIT&T TRAIN LIST, 1st TRICK 7A-3P, 1965

cally qualifies me to teach kin-
dergarten through 12th grade —
and, boy, that kindergarten level
has especially come in handy at
times!

Fortunately, only once was it
bad enough to wonder if a fistfight
was going to start — guys, these
are toy trains! — and a couple of
my other operators were actually
offended. But, my pool of regular
operators includes three police
officers — two of them Chicago
cops, no less — so I don’'t worry
too much about this happening
again.

And then there’s Bill. Poor

% /DEAL

Bill. Like the proverbial kid
whose friends avoided him so
much that he had to tie a steak
around his neck to even get his
dog to play with him, Bill has to
have his amazingly tolerant wife
Janis bake her famous cookies
to lure operators to his op ses-
sions. So, his take on all this
stuff about managing the troops
is probably a little different from
mine. Take it away, Bill. And
pass those cookies, please. Oh,
you said you made them your-
self especially for me? Well, um,
I think I'll take a pass. (Why are
those sugar sprinkles moving?)

PUNS Foe NEWEIES
DISPATCHER_SEVERTON/

Mike’s
worlid

Crew callers and the
dispatcher on Mike’s
Illinois & St. Louis use this
train list for the session at
hand to call crews. Crews
are assigned to specific
jobs based on a number
of factors, such as
seniority or an operator’s
request for a specific

type of train. Note that
Mike has made notations
regarding jobs that would
be ideal for newcomers.
—Mike Schafer collection

DE~26 6 S

Crew Job/Train No. Symbol/Name Type Direction  Endpoints _List fime & location
WUA L crige #12 Peoria Rocket Passenger  Eastbound PEC-CHI  T:00A Peoria Central Station
o (arlson  1ASHL-CBAQ #481 Black Hawk-St Louis ~ Passenger  Southbound MSP-RIS-STL 7:00A AT IOWA JCT/PEORIA
Jan 6M&0 South Local “longArmlocal®  Localswitch Southbound  CHI-DWT  7:01A AT UD TOWER/JOLIET
RS ‘:;51'[-?(&';-!: Field's Special Extra 520 North Passenger  Northbound SPI-CHI  7:15A Springfield/St. Louis Staging
can # |&SHL-EL#09 $L-99 Fying Saucer TOFC Southbound  MAR-HMI-STL T:15A AT STATE LINE
oG RG- 1&SHL #1 Voyageur Passenger  Southbound  MSP—IND/STL 7:30A Mezzanine Staging RIGHT
“Hars [d TPaW #122 = Westlocal  Eastbound  FTM-PED  7:30A Cemtral llinois Staging
/WI{IIP AT&SF freight — Time freight  Eastbound KCY-CHI  7:30A AT COAL CITY
AChris # SL Louis Extra Exira 606 ¥GEh Sound  Freight  Southbound  CHI-STL  745A  State Line Yard
e
SNWTATIIE BAM East Peoria Job i Switch Job Tum PEC-EP0  8:00A Peoria/Magnuson Yard
%Rk S ¥ 1St #264 iR-4 General freight Morthbound  IND-RFD  8:01A  Bloom. (indy) Staging RIGHT
MABC &St 11243 RC-3 Road freight  Southbound  RCK-CHI  8:30A Mezzanine Siaging LEFT
o X 1aStL w254 S0-4 Timefreight  MNorthbound  STL-CHI  @:01A Springfield staging
X Steve K CIT&T Pekin North Local = Local Northbound TAZ-MORT-PEK S:01A Tazewell Yard/Mackinaw Jet.
AR G- GM&0 Plaines Coal Train - Unitcoal ~ MNorhbound ~ PCY-JOL 9304  Peoria Junction/Dwight
MHars Id . AT&SF 19 ChiefMansas Ciiyan ~ Passenger  Westhound  CHI-KCY  9:45A Main Level Staging, LEFT
uncan I&SHL #25 Chicagaan Passenger  Southhound  CHI-STL  9:40A Main Level Staging, LEFT
MAC AT&SF Texas Freight - Freight  Westbound  CHI-KCY-FTW 10:01A Mezzanine Staging, LEFT
AT ITC #200 - Freight  Northbound  McK-PEO  10:01A Mindale/Lincoin
AG- B&0 498 = Timefreight  Eastbound CHI-PIT  10:15A Calumet Park
1<k S & nep iz — Freight Eastbound  PEO-BVU  10:30A Central Iflinois Staging
MrC &S #253 £5-3 Road freight  Southbound CHI-STL  10:30A Staie Line Yard, Calumet City
Hapold GM&0 #97 PLS Road freight  Southbound  CHIKCY  10:45A Mezzanine Staging, LEFT
Ton B&O #95 = General freight Southbound  PIT-CHI  10:45A Main Level Stage, LEFT
WWTAHTL - st The Tractor Gty Passenger  Northbound STL-PED  11:00A Bloomington/5t Louis staging
can GM&0 #1 The Limited Passenger  Southbound ~ CHI-STL  11:25A Mezzanine Staging, LEFT
G- CRIEP #11 Peoriz Rocket Passenger  Westbound  CHIPEO  11:30A Mezzanine Staging, RIGHT
areld % PREExtra — Road freight  Eastbound PEO-HIL  11:35A Peoria/Magnuson Yard
on 9 Bsiwm3  SEFT Mi-3 Road freight  Southbound  MSP-IND [ 1:40A Mezzanine Staging, RIGHT
WWITRTT-  + 18siL-6Le280 NE89 Aorésster Thrumerchandise Southbnd  PTM-STL  12:01P Main Level staging, LEFT
Rob ATESF First #18/2nd #18  Super Chief{EI Capitan~ Passenger  Eastbound  LAX-CHI  1215P Main Level Staging, RIGHT
%jfr'ﬂ_ T #203 - Froight  Southhound  PEO-McK  12:30P PeoriaMagnuson Yard
nean % IESH 46 ﬁ\u‘w Ma-American Passenger  Northbnd . | IND-MSP  1:01P  Bloomington Staging
71\()\\(;[& 5 AT freight — Freight mﬂ?‘dﬁ 1:10P  Mezzanine Staging, LEFT
XR G GMEQ 2 Abraham Lincoln Passenger  Northbound 1:10P  Peoria Junction (Dwight)
YA T EJ&E PM Joliet Transfer - Transfer  SB/NB. JOLET  1:15P Mezzanine Staging, LEFT
Hare|d GM&0 94 - General freight  Northbound ~ KCY-CHI  1:30P  Main Level Staging, RIGHT
Gg ISIL #244 CR4 Timefreight  Northbound  CHI-RFD  2:01P  State Line Yard/Calumet City
MRHC AT&SF Jofiet Transfer - Transfer WBJ/EB.  Corwith-JOL 2:01P Mezzanine staging, LEFT
Pe) WIRTL  cesamr PG-67 Roadfreight  Wiestbound  TAZ-GBG  215P Tazewell Yard
WIe I~ IC#273 PM-3 Gen.freight  Southbound  PEO-MAT  2:30P  Peoria Magnuson Yard
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Bill’s worlid
Dean Mikalouski, center,
is passing out numbered
cards to operators

prior to the start of

his operating session.
Jobs are then chosen in
order, by number. Any
job can be chosen by

the operators, except
for dispatchers. Dean’s
large layout requires
two dispatchers, usually
himself and one other.
Dean also doubles up

as crew caller for the
next jobs.—Bill Navigato
photo

Bill sez...

Mike, sorry I'm
a little slow in re-
sponding, but I
dozed off there for
a moment reading your random
thoughts. Seems the older you
get, the more you seem to drift
along. But that’s okay — it makes
for interesting reading. I'd like to
address your last point first. Our
regular reader(s) and I may have
noticed your reference to my wife
Janis’s excellent cookies and
how they lure operators. Whatev-
er works! I wonder if that relates
to your training that includes the
level of kindergarten teacher —
give them cookies and have them
take a nap — and all will be well
for the teacher. I was a college
instructor for some time. That
doesn't work with college stu-
dents as well, probably since they
already know everything.

But to address your more, um,
relevant issues that you brought
up... When I built my previous
layout, I pretty much did it all
on my own. In one respect, I just

wanted to do it all and enjoy the
experience. Also, I had a busy
career while raising a family, so
often my basement time was late
at night — not very conducive to
having fellow modelers available
for assistance, although several
excellent modelers did contrib-
ute to the layout.

I've been fortunate that I've met
several excellent modelers since
Janis and I have relocated to cen-
tral Illinois. Those modelers have
been more than gracious with
their time reviving the Chicago,
Peoria & Southern. Mike, I can
appreciate your assigning duties
to your helpers in terms of abili-
ties. My helpers have experience
building excellent layouts from
the benchwork to sophisticated
electronics, so I don’'t care what
they do. One in particular, Rick
Schroeder, is a retired civil en-
gineer who engineered real rail-
road track. Not only did he build
his model railroad to operate
flawlessly, but he also made sure
the real ones did too. When sev-
eral people show up for a work

session, some will just go off to
another side of the basement and
do their own thing. Occasionally,
I may wander by, usually looking
for a tool, and get chased away.
I'm told that it's not my railroad
anymore, I'm just providing the
space.

I've been attending operat-
ing sessions for more than 40
years. I've seen as many ways
to invite operators and assign
jobs as there are operating ses-
sions I've attended. Some owners
don’t even get all that involved in
the process. Some have a “gate-
keeper” who sends out the invi-
tations, usually by email these
days. Some have a website where
operators mark up. Personally, I
like to send out email invitations
to the regular crew for the regu-
lar operating sessions. Some-
times out-of-town group sessions
are held, and the organizer will
coordinate who will attend. A few
regulars will attend to assist the
visitors.

Personally, my general call list
includes those who have helped
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with the CP&S, other layout own-
ers who invite me to their lay-
outs, regulars, and you, Mike.
It's not that you're not included
in one of the first three groups,
nor that your strange, anti-elec-
tronic aura tests the durability
of my NCE and other electronics
that run the railroad. (Side note:
Mike, we hope you don't ever go
near NIST laboratory in Boulder,
Colorado, where the U.S. atom-
ic clock is located. We can just
imagine our official time being
off for generations to come.) It's
also a way to get more material
for this column.

Job assignments are open to
anyone. I'll go down the list and
operators will call out their pref-
erences. Some will usually take
a regular position. If someone
would like to try one of those, the
regular will usually offer to take
another position. If there is a par-
ticularly significant job, a coach
will stand by to assist if neces-
sary. Usually, everything works

out. The worst that has happened
is, nine of Peoria yard’s 12 tracks
didn’t have any cars correspond-
ing to their respective car cards
— easily fixed between sessions.

Crew size on the CP&S can
vary from about 16 or so to
20-something. Having more op-
erators allows the locals to have a
two-man crew. This makes it eas-
ier for the job to get done, keep
track of other trains, etc. The op-
erating scheme is not designed
for everyone to have a throttle in
their hand and running a train at
all times, although the operating
scheme does have a couple of Ex-
tras that are only run when the
crew size allows.

Mike and I know of some oper-
ators who have their crew mem-
bers draw a number out of a hat.
If you draw the number 1, you
go first in choosing whatever job
you want. In some cases, specific
critical jobs, such as dispatcher,
may be preassigned.

The CP&S operates under the

authority of Time Table & Train
Orders. I'll often invite those who
show a particularly keen inter-
est in TT&TO but have avoided it
like the plague because they are
inexperienced or a little afraid to
try it. They (and Mike and I as
well) have heard horror stories
of, or actually witnessed, a volun-
teer be harshly put down because
they made a simple mistake. In
one case, an operator drove three
hours to attend an eagerly antici-
pated op session during which,
only a short time into the ses-
sion, the fellow, being unfamiliar
with the layout, ran a red signal.
The layout owner took him “out
of service” for the rest of the ses-
sion! The fellow was devastated
and humiliated.

Mike and I both agree to wel-
come newbies to our layouts.
They can go along the railroad
with a pilot and then go out on
their own. That's the only way to
learn. The only requirements are
an interest in doing it and having

Bill’s worlid
Debra Wold (right) gets
direction at Bob Perrin’s
(left) lllinois Central
operating session. Jim
Singer generally directs
Bob’s session — calling
crews and explaining
the various jobs. Bob is
the gracious host and
stands by to address any
mechanical or electronic
issues that may arise.
—Bill Navigator photo
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Bill’s worid
Jeff Varney, a retired
Milwaukee Road/
Canadian Pacific tower
operator, appears vexed
by an impossible three-
way meet that has Bill
Navigato’s Chicago,
Peoria & Southern tied
in knots at Farmersville
during the layout’s
final operating session
in 2016. Nobody got in
trouble, and everyone
got a good laugh out of
it. Model railroading is
supposed to be fun, you
know!

—Mike Schafer photo

fun. Even with my experienced
operators — with years of expe-
rience — stuff happens. One of
the memorable moments at the
last CP&S operating session in
2015 was a four-way meet that, I
assure you, was not supposed to
happen. As is the tradition of the
CP&S, when the dispatcher dis-
covered what was about to hap-
pen, the call went out...”Get your
cameras!” No one was scolded,
mocked, hung, or quartered.
Most had a good laugh and stood
by to see how the situation would
play out.

A most important aspect of
my operating sessions is that
I want all to enjoy it. As John
Swanson mentioned to me once:
“You know, Bill, the main reason
I enjoy operating your railroad is
that when someone screws up,
you don't yell; you just laugh and
move on...” This was one of the
nicest compliments I've received
about my operating sessions.

I can appreciate that owners
want their railroad to be how they
want it to be. We all do. But I nev-
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er understood the ones who have
their “library rules” and other to-
talitarian ways of doing things,
expecting every operator to do
every action exactly how they
perceive the real railroads do
things. Often, these so-called ex-
perts never worked for a railroad
and don’t really know what goes
on. Needless to say, on real rail-
roads things don't always go as
planned either. Case in point, I've
heard layout owners tell an oper-
ator to “hurry up, youre taking
too long, you don’'t know how to
do it right...” Nothing like show-
ing up, being handed a throttle,
taking off for the first time, and
expecting to be perfect! Geez.
For example, a model railroad
operator shared a recent expe-
rience of his on a friend’s rail-
road. The operator was working
on a local on the model railroad
for the first time. Well, he was
still working the same local two
sessions later. The owner ques-
tioned his time out on the road;
that he was taking too long. The
operator told the owner that in

his era, crews had a 16-hour law.
That meant crews could work up
to 16 hours before a rest period
was required. So he still had
time to finish his job and didn't
feel he had rush what he was
doing. Not to mention this was
his first time doing that job on
his railroad and generally those
working a line for the first time
would at least get a pilot or oth-
ers to show the route or explain
what had to be done.

I guess my sessions are a bit
different than most. As you have
mentioned, Mike, on several oc-
casions, CP&S operators come
for the cookies. The operating
session is just something to do to
pass the time while eating them.

A Second Look

Alan Olson sent us an email
about our column in the March
2017 issue:

I thought the confusion and
controversy about turnouts ver-
sus switches had been put to rest
years ago, but here is Mike con-
fusing the words in the March



“

issue. Mike says “ ... track switches
(turnouts in model railroad parlance)
can be thrown by switch motors or
by hand” [caption page 74] and Mike
says “the easiest way to throw turnout
points..” and “when the turnout is in
the normal position... and... when the
turnout is reversed” [page 78]. Wrong
and wrong again. Now, I've been a mod-
el railroader for almost 60 years, and
I used to work in the Milwaukee Road
engineering department years ago. I
can safely say no brakie or switchman
has ever been able to “throw’” a turnout
— ever! And I've never seen a turnout
change its position either.

The terms turnout and switch are
both correct, when their meaning is
understood and when the terms are
used correctly. A turnout is the whole
assembly of parts needed to allow rail-
road track to be split from one route
into two. The engineering/Mainte-

nance-of-Way department builds and
installs turnouts which include the
switch points, tie rods, switch rods, a
frog, stock and closure rails, and guard
rails — the whole works. The switch is
only the movable part of a turnout
— the points, rods, etc. Operating

department employees never think
about turnouts: they are only con-
cerned with the position of the switch.
The brakeman, switchman or switch-
tender, and the dispatcher “throw,”
“line” or “align” the switch (points)
to direct equipment to the desired
track. I might add here that frogs have
numbers (No. 6, No. 8, etc.) based
on the angle of diversion, and so do
the turnouts that the frog is a part of,
but switches (the points) do not have
numbers. You can have a No. 8 turn-
out but not a No. 8 switch.

So, if you are building a layout, most
model railroaders purchase and in-
stall ready-built turnouts. Then, when
you operate that layout, your crew
will line or throw the switches to run
trains. The only exception might be if
Mike decides to throw a turnout at Bill
during one of their work sessions. ‘Nuff
said.

Mike sez: Ah, leave it to an engi-
neering type to have to explain to this
dizzy artist/writer about the difference
between turnouts and switches! Our
readers and I certainly appreciate this.
I do have to say that, after I received
your comment, I asked several of my
friends who are real railroad employ-
ees about turnouts versus switches,
and everyone said that they never use
the term “turnout.” “That sounds like
an engineering department thing!” one
fellow half-heartedly joked. Also, Bill
said that when he went to work for the
railroad (the Soo Line) many moons
ago, he initially used the term “turnout”
when out with a crew switching Schiller
Park Yard near Chicago and was quick-
ly asked “What's a turnout?”

Bill sez: Alan, we appreciate your
response. My only comment refers to
your point of Mike “throwing a turnout”
at me. Mike isn’t one of the more ath-
letic people around. His attempt would
be not so much of a “throw,” but more
a feeble toss. So in that sense, not even
Mike can “throw a turnout.”

Another response about turnout, er,
switch control came from Richard B.
Walter:

I enjoyed the article about turnout
control. However, the photos of the
turnouts, which appears to be Wal-
thers’, show the points connected with
metal strips. I'm sure Mike and Bill use
DCC. From everything I've read, the

points need to be separated from each
other. So what gives, fellas?

Mike sez: My Illinois & St. Louis-
The Sequel has indeed been DCC since
work began on it in 1998, almost 20
years ago. Bill's Chicago, Peoria &
Southern has also been DCC as will
his latest CP&S now being rebuilt near
Champaign, Illinois. Back when I start-
ed I&StL—The Sequel, DCC-friend-
ly turnouts were difficult to get. They
were just starting to become popular in
the late 1990s. So I took what I could
get, which was then the standard old
DC turnouts (plus I was using turnouts
pulled up from the old I&StL). You can’t
see it in the photos, but additional gaps
had to be made, etc. to accommodate
the DCC system. But even that was just
a, um, stop-gap measure. I will system-
atically be replacing earlier turnouts/
switches/things that divide track-rout-
ing/etc. with DCC-friendly stock.

Bill sez: Richard, the answer is a
definite yes and no. Yes, you can use
the older Walthers Code 83 and Shi-
nohara Code 70 turnouts with the
solid throw bar without having an is-
sue with using DCC. But problems are
more likely. On these turnouts, power
for the points comes from direct con-
tact with the stock rails. This is fine
as long as they are completely clean
and maintain constant contact. How-
ever, an issue can arise when wheel
sets on locomotives and lighted pas-
senger cars are slightly out of gauge,
causing a short. This happens more
frequently with six-wheeled locomo-
tives and lighted passenger cars. Usu-
ally, the center axle has more side-to-
side play to allow for curves and can
make a momentary contact against the
opposite points, causing a short. Even
the slightest shorts in DCC can have
a more noticeable effect on locomo-
tive decoders. My alternative in avoid-
ing these issues is to replace the solid
bar with Clover House PC throwbar
strips, making sure that I file through
the copper surface. Also, I put a very
short jumper wire from the stock rail
to the point rails, so the points are al-
ways powered. Direct contact isn’t nec-
essary. This is a pretty easy and fast fix
to annoying shorts, without having to
replace expensive turnouts. £¥c
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SCRATCHBUILDER’S WORKSHOP

Parts

Sort all the parts of your
project into as many
“kits” as necessary,
making sure that all of
everything is at hand.

Mass Production

CRAFTSMANY/Bob Walker, photos by the author

From the time I was 9 years
old, I “knew” where my life was
going. I was determined to be
a professional baseball player.
With some early success at the
sport, I actually clung to that
premise through college and into

“the pros” (Single-A ball). The
hardest lessons were learned in
quick time that I could not hit a
true professional curve ball. The
dream evaporated in the Sum-
mer of ‘67 with a not-so-kind
greeting from Uncle Sam.
Fast-forward two years to the
summer of ‘69, where my inter-
est in model trains had contin-
ued from my youth. I guess I was
really addicted to this hobby by
then and was well starved for it
by non-participation during my
time overseas. My goal at that
point was to become a model
railroad manufacturer. I never
thought I would get rich, I just
wanted to make my hobby my
business, and not have a boss all

my life. I wanted to make Kkits.

Being heavy into narrow
gauge, I wrote Cliff Grandt of
Grandt Line and requested
to purchase (at a discount, of
course) the parts to make a
D&RGW 3000-series wood box-
car. Mr. Grandt kindly took pity
upon this young upstart and took
me under his wing. A book could
be written about how much this
man did for the hobby, and I am
convinced that I am not alone in
the number of folks he helped
get started in this business.

I ended up cutting up a whole
lot of Evergreen car siding for
sides, ends, roof, and floor, and
making up two dozen “kits” from
these pieces and several poly-



bags of Grandt Line parts, strip
styrene, and screws. I drew up
a crude (wow, looking back on
them, really crude) set of di-
rections, boxed them up, and
slapped on some printed Av-
ery labels. I sold all of them to
a hobby shop owner (Toy and
Hobby House in Des Planes, II-
linois), who surprisingly sold
out of them fairly quickly. While
gratifying, I began to do a little
basic math. When he asked for
more Kits, I did a quick calcu-
lation of my profit and ensu-
ing hourly rate. It came to pass
that I could make twice as much
flipping burgers at McDonald’s.
When I declined, he said, “Wel-
come to reality.” That is why
there was a 10-year hiatus in my
“manufacturing” endeavors.
Ever the optimist, Walker
Model Service was started in
1980 (again, with a great amount

ey Boers

Eredx BESpr
Brepx| Prrs Rorsy
ERepy Shoss
PELES TAC 5
Llbeeissrs |
PECK P rinis |
it AAres |
Sor MR to |

b NE L) ]
Betpk (el
B b Srmaef
et

Ber s e |
Zows BRAE |

A il 2
M=l = hnfm e b v seia e (]

il e
et

VNSNS SR

iy — 9%
A Cmeon x|
.j/.Tv,_&— | |
Frnd |
Lrar By |
BLoE U pE |
L0 By Lopii
CAD B aitpa Sloar |
Lotrdprr | VA
Lrore Bappf Perct /.
DECKH 57pAPs
P |
Ep lcapreem
Tacpemn okt

cleRy e el TR

"‘.‘“:“.9 ¥

NN

BAE LeaAo

I
e

WE SR =R ==,

AR IEafA At
P 7 S ] L)
W L

I 2 %% L N

v v wv’lﬂv’-"/" :

% B

I e
AL L

i 3
E A EAARAT

A

P e S
A e

Log Train

Above: The author created a
five-car log train for his Fn3
(indoor) logging line using
mass-production techniques.

List

Left: Like Santa, make a list
and check it twice, note
everything you will need and
| how many, and then check

T them off as they are added
to the boxes.
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Above: An RTV mold was made from various handmade patterns and then the proper amount of castings

found their way into each "kit."

Above: This is one disconnect worth of parts. The author made ten sets to make his five-car train.

Above: Finished disconnect. This is one of the center ones with link & pin couplers on both ends. Kadees

were applied to each end of the "train."
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of help from Grandt Line and a bit of
that math we spoke of), Accurail was
conceived in December 1986, and the
rest is history. I guess you could say
that making Kits still puts food on my
table.

Most scratchbuilding projects are
one-off affairs not requiring much in
the way of “mass” production. There
are those projects, however, that re-
quire multiples of not only compo-
nents, but entire models. Back in the
early 1970s when I learned about
RTV molds and resin casting (mostly
from the many articles by Dr. Wayne
Wesolowski, Greenberg & Nash, and
Jack Work), there was now a pathway
to achieving mass production in mod-
elmaking. There is a learning curve to
patternmaking, moldmaking, and res-
in casting, all of which have been cov-
ered here.

I built six company houses for my
On3 logging railroad, using resin walls
and roof components from handmade
masters and castings. Using those
same kit-making techniques, I made
up a string of log cars in much the
same manner. When I was into Sn3 re-
cently, I went back to my original prem-
ise with Mr. Grandt and the good folks
at Evergreen and added in a kapoo of
P-B-L parts to make up a half-dozen
D&RGW boxcars. It worked out so well
that I did it again with a set of flatcars
in the same scale. I have found that
the methods of mass production will
allow you to build six of something in
about 75 percent of the time it would
take to complete six individual proj-
ects. The repetitive nature of assembly,
as well as the fixturing and casting as-
pects, reduces the time spent on each.
Remember, casting from patterns is
only worthwhile when you need multi-
ples of a component. Consider the pat-
tern, molding, and casting time, and
compare it to the time it would take to
make up each individual component.
With just two or three of something, it
is usually not worth the extra time in-
volved. Need a dozen or more, and the
casting aspect is far more attractive.

The basic idea is to gather up all the
commercial components you will need
for the job, cut up all the raw mate-
rials into appropriate sizes, and sort
them out into “kit” boxes. Make a mas-
ter list of each part, and the quantity



(total) that you will need for the entire
project. As you add parts to your line
of kit boxes, check off that part as you
go; working from that master list will
assure that you don’'t run out of some-
thing halfway through the endeavor or
forget about one small widget you need
a bunch of. If there are subassemblies
that you can make up as patterns for
molding and casting, cast a few more
than you need, and add those special-
ty parts to your kit boxes, then choose
only the best ones for the project.

In making that first one, which I
call a pilot model, determine the tech-
niques and step-order necessary to
complete the model. It is during the
construction of this initial model that
will tell you if you need to construct a
few assembly jigs (fixtures) to aid in
the assembly. Once you have built that
all-important first one and have come
up with the proper assembly order and
methods, and made the necessary jigs,
it's time to go for it.

For this column, I chose to make ten
logging disconnects that will make up
into a five-car log train for my new Fn3
lumber line. A disconnect is basically a

Introd th
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Complete Train Control

The next Evolution in
Complete Train Control® ==
= Premium Advanced 5/8 Amp Starter Sets. o

= Starter sets are available as standard .

tethered or duplex radio.

= The system features a D(5210 Advanced
Command Station, DT500 series throttle,
and includes a power supply to make

getting started easier than ever.

= The DT500 series throttles can be

purchased seperately from the new

Starter Set.

Find out more @ www.digitrax.com
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Above: A finished pair shows the rooster and logs in place.

single truck with a log bunk and brake
system that connects to a second one
with a pole called a “rooster.” Roosters
could vary in length to match the length
of the logs they were to carry. Some got
surprisingly long. I chose 24 feet for my
logs, but I've seen pictures of poles as
long as 90 feet. Yep, some outfits were
long on guts and short on safety.

Off to eBay to start this project.
Wiseman Model Service provided the
link & pin couplers, and LGB was

the source of pedestals and spoked
wheels. Grandt provided stirrup steps
and the NBWs, which were used on the
casting patterns, along with more for
the individual components. The brake
wheel, ratchet, and pawl were from
Ozark Miniatures. Make sure you have
everything you need before you start,
or the project may stall forever. Ask me
how I know that.

I made an RTV mold to make the
end and side sills, log bunk, coupler

Evolution (shown) | $450 MSRP

Standard Set Includes: DCS210 Advanced Command Station,
DT500 Advanced Super Throttle, UP5 Universal Panel,
PS615 power supply, and a LT1 LocoNet Tester.

Evolution Duplex | $660 MSRP
Duplex Set Includes: DCS210 Advanced Command Station,

DT500D Advanced Duplex Throttle, UR92 Universal Panel,
PS615 power supply, and a LT1 LocoNet Tester.
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Above: A jig was used to make sure all the pedestals were in the exact same place and the wheels were at
a true 90 degrees to the sideframe and exactly across from one another.
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Above: The square hole for the coupler shank was
achieved by sandwiching four pieces of wood
together. Measure carefully here.

pockets, bunk braces, and strap brac-
es. The end sills had a square hole to
accommodate the coupler shank, so I
made it up with four pieces of strip-
wood rather than trying to make a
square hole with a round drill and a
file. Yes. I tried it that way first, and
it did not work out so well. I will save
that description for a column on hu-
mor. All these moldings cut the tedious
assembly time from a day each to a
little over an hour each. I cut all 200
deck planks from a single bundle of
1/16 x 1/2-inch stripwood hacked out
of a decent 1x4 (pine).

I lined up 10 kit boxes and then be-
gan sorting the parts, marking off the
master list as I went. Once I had all
10 filled with all the components and
parts, I began the assembly procedure.
I timed the first one at four hours from
start to finish. I held off painting them
until I had all ten crafted. This way, I
only had to fire up and subsequently
clean the airbrush once. I substitut-
ed Kadee couplers at the ends of the
“train” to accommodate the locomo-
tive and caboose, which were not link
& pin.

The logs were made from 1%-inch
hardwood dowels (Menards) and then
roughed up with a coarse saw blade. I
sanded and wire-brushed off the hor-
rible burrs I gouged in with that saw
blade. I then stained the logs with a
fairly dark mixture of India ink and
alcohol.

You can apply most of the techniques
presented here to almost any modeling
project requiring things to be created
in multiples. As to next month... well...
er...umm... I'll have to give that some

more headwork. I just don't know yet.
oo
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HO & N N5 Caboose
Road Names: B&M, Conrail, D&M, Long Island, New Haven, Penn Central, & PRR
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HO 100 Ton Hopper Cars
Road Names: C&NW, D&M, LV, NYS&W, P&LE, R&N, Reading, RI, SP, & Wisconsin Central

N Scale 2 Bay Airslide Hopper Cars
Road Names: ADM, BNSF, Brach’s Candy, BN, Chessie System C&0O, D&RGW, GATX,
Milwaukee Road, MKT, Santa Fe, & UP :




Test Track |

UNION PACIFIC ‘il

40095 ~~ 8

WT. 88800

S
~
l
18
-
O
-
a
O
1
1

Westerfield Models:
Union Pacific S-40-1 Stock Car

HO — While no longer common cars built for Union Pacific (UP) went back into service and contin-

Any company wishing ©n today’s railroads, the trans- and Southern Pacific (SP). Begin- ued operating into the 1940s be-

to submit products for port of livestock was among the ningin 1905 and endingin 1918, fore retirement began. The S-40

Test Track may doso by ~ €arliest operations requiring spe- more than 5,400 of this type of cars began to leave the roster in the

providing samples to be  cialized rolling stock designed for ~ stock car saw construction by 1940s with the last example being
reviewed to the address  (he safe carriage of animals. From  six different rolling stock manu- retired in 1951.

below. We prefer light- ~ the mid-1860s to the early-1960s, facturers in three sub-classes. Westerfield Models is a seminal
colored models that whole trains of stock cars trav- Early versions were upgraded manufacturer of precision resin
will photograph well. eling at passenger train speeds beginningin 1911 with the adop- kits. The company has been at the
Submitted models will carried vast herds of cattle from tion of the Safety Appliance Act. cutting edge of offering accurate
not be returned. collection points in the West and By the mid-1920s, Union Pacific  historical models of unique and un-

Midwest to feed lots and packing began a rebuilding program to usual HO-scale rolling stock Kkits.
plants located in America’s cities.  repair and cosmetically update Westerfield offers kits for at least
Please send products to: By the turn of the 20th Centu- many of its stock cars. At this eight different versions of the S-40-
Railroad Model ry, wood-frame and truss-rod cars  time, the archbar trucks that the 1 class of stock cars. The base kits
Craftsman, began to give way to modern roll- cars initially had at the time of are sold without trucks and cou-
ATTN: Tony Cook, ing stock that featured steel un- their delivery were replaced with  plers and sell for $40. Westerfield
P.0.Box 177 derframes, knuckle couplers, and Andrews trucks to meet the rail- does provide options when order-
Plattsburg, MO 64477 41 brakes. Examples of this type road interchange requirements. ing to have Tahoe Model Works’
of construction include S-40 class  The rebuilt S-40 class stock cars TMW-103 or TMW-203 American
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Car & Foundry (ACF) archbar trucks
included for a $5 upcharge. Alternate-
ly, the builder can use Kadee’s archbar
trucks (#501) or Kadee Andrews trucks
(#509). The review model is Wester-
field’s UP/Los Angeles & Salt Lake S-40-
1 single deck stock car (#12551), repro-
ducing Pressed Steel single deck cars
as rebuilt in the 1920s. This version
is equipped with Tahoe TMW-103 ACF
archbar trucks.

Westerfield kits, by virtue of using
molded urethane resin for most of their
components, require a bit more experi-
ence and patience to complete success-
fully. Much of the assembly time consists
of removing the flash and carrier from
these parts. For this work, a very sharp
modeling knife or scalpel, a set of nee-
dle files, and several grits of sandpaper
are required. Despite the flash, which is
usual on resin Kkits, each of the pieces is
cleanly molded, fully detailed, and free
from air bubbles. You'll need to clean
each of the urethane parts to remove
any residual mold release. Greased
Lightning household degreaser was ap-
plied to each of the parts, and a tooth-
brush was used to get into the crevices.

The parts were then rinsed in clear wa-
ter and allowed to air dry. This cleaning
procedure is required so that both glues
and paint will stick to the castings. In
addition, when building resin models,
ACC and epoxy glues are almost man-
datory for construction. Both thin Pac-
er Zap and thick Loctite ACC gel were
used to construct this model, with the
gel used to tack parts together and the
thin ACC to flow into the seams of the
major parts. This strategy yielded a
very resilient model that was assembled
quickly without any telltale glue smears
or fingerprints.

Westerfield’'s S-40-1 HO kit repre-
sents a flat-stock kit in that the body is
made up of the individual sides rather
than being cast as a one-piece shell. In a
departure from the construction of most
craftsman-type models, the kit instruc-
tions recommend beginning by drilling
and installing the wire grab irons prior
to assembling the four sides of the car-
body to the underframe — wise counsel,
since the delicate ends and sides were
much easier to handle separately than
they would have been on an assembled
body. The underframe was also assem-

bled as a subassembly with the wire
airline, injection-molded brake casting,
and brake rigging. Silicone sealer was
used to attach the metal weight to the
floor. The bolster and coupler pocket
was drilled and tapped to accept a 2-56
machine screw — not included in the kit
(provided by the builder).

A note regarding the kit instructions:
they are complete for every one of the
different versions in each of the sub-
classes. This can lead to confusion if
one is not careful. One workaround is to
highlight those instructions that are ger-
mane to the version being assembled.
The only other criticism of the directions
is that the lettering photos are somewhat
muddy, making it difficult to determine
the type and location for lettering place-
ment. Either sharper images or a draw-
ing would greatly help.

As the assembly continued, the com-
ponent parts fit properly with minimal
filing and sanding, allowing the body to
be completed easily. The roof casting
was fitted but not glued in place to al-
low it to be removed so that the interior
could be painted when the assembly of
the model was complete.
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Whether you're finishing an existing layout, starting a new one, or just giving that trainset loop
some extra pieces, Atlas has the ‘right track’ for you. Atlas track provides industry leading quality at
unequaled value, and our selection is so large we have an entire catalog devoted to it. HO, N and O scale
track, in a variety of rail sizes, is fully stocked and ready to ship to you and your favorite Atlas authorized dealer now. ¥

For more information, and the dealer nearest you, visit www.atlasrr.com, or call 1-800-872-2521 and request
a catalog of your own. And remember...You’re on the right track...with Atlas!

FOR A COPY OF OUR LATEST CATALOG, call 908-687-0880 or visit
www.atlasrr.com/catalog.htm

ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. * 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 * www.atlasrr.com MODEL RAILROAD CO,, INC.
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A number of additional details com-
pleted the model, including Evergreen
styrene strip stock, photo-etched stirrup
steps and cut levers, pre-formed wire
rings, fine phosphor-bronze wire, and
Tichy Train Group injected-molded sty-
rene parts in addition to resin details in-
cluded on carrier sheets. The end result
was a very detailed miniature replica.

Painting and decaling were the last
steps in assembling the model. The
model received a coat of red spray prim-
er that closely matched the synthetic
red paint used by the railroad. A gloss
coat was then applied to provide a sur-
face for the kit's included decals. West-
erfield Models supplies two small sheets
of decals; one for each side of the model.

They are opaque with even the small-
est two-inch scale lettering being legible.
The lettering was individually cut from
the decal sheets, and MicroScale Micro-
set wetting agent was used to aid in the
placement of each item. A few drops of
MicroScale Microsol was applied to al-
low the decals to conform to the surface
of the model without any haziness from
trapped air under the film. When com-
pletely dry, a gloss coat was applied fol-
lowed by a dull coat to provide a matte
finish to the car.

Tahoe Model Works’® ACF 103 trucks
and the recommended Kadee No. 158
scale-whisker couplers finished off the
stock car. The complete model meets
the NMRA Recommended Practice of a

weight of three and a half ounces. The
end result is a detailed, properly weight-
ed, and free rolling HO-scale model of
a widely used, early 20th Century rail-
road stock car. It took roughly 10 hours
to complete the model with a significant
amount of this time used to remove the
flash and clean the urethane castings.
Anyone with moderate modeling skills
and a bit of patience should be able to
successfully assemble this model with
just a few common hand tools, adhe-
sives, and model supplies.

— GEORGE RILEY

Westerfield Models
PO. Box 455
Gardnerville, NV 89410
303-658-9343
www.westerfieldmodels.com
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Toy Train Heaven ;i ...
Phone 800-326-9332 .., 25 vears ot service mﬂs;m

Thousands of items online - www.toytrainheaven.com
Your resource for Atlas, Athearn, Walthers, and many more

Advance Reservations accepted without deposit

Genesis HO SMD SDP40 Locomotives
#63921-63932 (HO) | AN |

#63971-63982 (HO w/Sound)

HO & N Caboose
#31190-35100 (HO)
#21190-25100 (N)

HO Modern Commuter Train
#10002621-10002624 Locomotive
#20004462-20004465 Cab Car
#20004466-20004481 Trailer
#20004527-80000001 Train Sets

201 Strelbelgh Lane, Montoursville, PA 17754

Railroad Htstory Comes Alive! €

BOOK HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

* 350+ B&W archival photos of
freight cars from 1898 - 1947

Not since the WWII years has the

nation seen such an unprecedented number THE POSTWAR

. . . FREIGHT CAR FLEET
and variety of cars on the rails - until now! i S .
* Historical car design texts from

NMRA®'s Postwar Freight Car Fleet the first half of the 20th century

* Tables and graphs depicting
company and private car
ownership

hardcover book captures the beauty and

historical significance of this prolific RR

era so popular with today's modelers. * Authored by RR historians

Larry Kline and Ted Culotta
Railroading history comes alive with I
Postwar Freight Car Fleet. Get your $4-995 NMRA® members

$64°> Non-members

Shipping: *8° in the U. S., *12* to all other countries.
becomes history. 9.25% sales tax applies for TN residents.
US funds only. V, MC, AMEX & DISC accepted.

limited-edition copy today, before it, too,

Order by:

Online Store: www.nmra.org ¢ Mail: P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384 e Phone: (423) 892-2846 e Fax: (423) 899-4869

© National Model Railroad Association
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RMC/Dremel Kitbashing Award

A minimum of
$100 and a Dremel
Rotary Tool Kit with
a variable-speed
Dremel 3000 rotary
tool and accessories
are awarded to the
monthly winner of
the RMC/Dremel
Kitbashing Award.

Models must
consist of at least 50
percent commercial
components.

Entries must include
at least two high-
resolution photos
(minimum 3,000
pixels wide) and a
short descriptive text
of the model and its
construction.

All entries must
be submitted on a
CD or DVD; e-mail
submissions will not be
accepted.

Please mail to:
Railroad Model
Craftsman,

ATTN: Dremel Award,
6324 N. Chatham Ave,
Box 117

Kansas City, MO
64151

Unused entries
may be retained for
future editorial use
in Railroad Model
Craftsman.

Mont Switzer

C&O0O Hopper Upgrade
Lindberg Composite
Rebuild

A few years ago, I removed
some freight cars from my active
model roster because I didn't feel
they were up to today’s modeling
standards. Among them was an
old Lindberg (now Mantua Heav-
ies) hopper car. It was a model of
a composite hopper car that has
been rebuilt with steel in place of
the wood components. I was cer-
tain Proto2000 would offer its
nicely detailed steel rebuild of the
War Emergency hopper car let-
tered for Chesapeake & Ohio, so
this older car was cut from the
squad.
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I recently decided to build
a coal train to further enhance
daily operations of my version of
the Monon Railroad set in 1958.
When I found myself needing more
hopper cars, the old Lindberg
model got another look. Detailing
was pretty good back in the Lind-
berg Models era, and I had added
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more details, paint, and lettering,
With a little more upgrading to to-
day’s layout modeling standards,
I could have another addition to
a train that would bear little close
inspection. I learned long ago to
spot only my most meticulously
built models on spurs close to the
layout edge and within easy view-
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Underbody details include modeling just enough of a center sill brake
rod to be visible in profile. Evergreen 0.060 channel connects the
hopper doors so that they can be opened and closed together from
either side. These channels line up with the Westerfield door latches

mounted on the hopper sides. Evergreen 0.040 x 0.040 styrene was
cemented to the Kadee coupler pockets to receive the coupler end of
the coupler cut levers. A-Line self-adhesive weights were crammed into
the voids between the hoppers to make a nice little, but heavy, car.

S1LIDE LoLLECTIONS WANTED!

- Kodachgom
Do you have a slide collection sitting dormant?

- Consider White River Productions as a home to your Kodachrome
collection and see your work in prlnt'

Our publications require a steady influx of photographs to keep our pages
alive and vivid. Consider joining the ranks of many who have already donated or KODRCHEOME
sold us their collections. _'w“ﬁ""”mm

We’re interested in all railroads, all eras. From Class 1 roads to tiny indus-
.trlals and short lines, all find a place in the suite of WRP publications. Slides,
negatives, and photographic prints will all be considered. Images from all eras are
of interest. Duplicate slides are not of interest.

If your collection is collectmg dust in a closet, put it where it will be
preserved and used in publications for years to come. We try to always credit
original photographers, so your byline will appear with any images published.

Contact Kevin EuDaly at keudaly@Whltenverproductlons com. Don’t let
your collection wind up in a dumpster!

Koduchrcme

TRANBPA

KODACHROME
TRANSPARENCY

KODACHROME
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WHITERIVER  PO. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 * Toll-free (877) 7872467
PRODUCTIONS Email: info@whiteriverproductions.com
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Tichy corner gussets were added to the top chord of the car. The large lump coal was added to represent a load of coke.

The B end shows off lots of detail, including the Precision Scale Ajax brake wheel and air hose bracket,
Hi-Tech rubber air hoses, 0.012 phosphor-bronze wire grab irons, Tangent Models coupler cut levers,
Evergreen 0.080 angle stock made into slope sheet supports, state-of-the-art schedule AB brake
components, wire retainer line, and real chain and rod hand brake linkage.

BILL OF MATERIALS

A-Line 29002
Detail Associates 2206
Evergreen Scale Models 142
261
292
Hi Tech Details 6028
Kadee 153
Precision Scale Co. 3247
39156
Tangent TSM-203
Tichy Train Group 1102
1106
3063
Westerfield 1171
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sill steps
eye bolts

styrene strips, .040 x .040
channel, .060
angle, .080

air hoses, 22-inch all-rubber
couplers, semi-scale short shank

brake wheel, Ajax
air hose bracket

coupler cut levers

wire, .015 phosphor-bronze
wire, .0125 phosphor-bronze
corner braces

hopper car gate latches

ing range of my fellow rivet-counting
freight car critics.

The prototype was a relatively new
car built during World War II when wood
was substituted for the steel allocated to
the war effort. It was common practice
for the railroads to convert these cars to
all-steel components during the 10 years
following the end of the war. This is what
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad had
done to its War Emergency composite
cars in the mid-1950s. I had happened
onto a C&O car still working in the early
1970s that had benefited from this re-
building process and photographed it in
hopes of creating a future model. This
was before the Proto2000 models now
offered by Walthers. I have yet to see or
find a C&O version that was converted to
all-steel, so my old Lindberg car is still
the only show in town; my town, anyway.

I had detailed the car pretty well the
first time around, but I updated the
model with more details before return-
ing it to service. The Bill of Materials that
accompanies this article is a pretty good
summary of the detail work that was
done on this model. Most of the parts
list is self-explanatory, but here are a few
items worthy of further explanation.

The Detail Associates eyebolts were
used in several locations on the model.
Two of them support the handle ends
of the Tangent coupler cut levers. Small
bits of 0.040 x 0.040 styrene were ce-
mented to the bottom of the coupler
pocket covers and drilled with a No.
78 drill to accept the coupler end of the
Tangent cut levers. Three more of the
eyebolts were used to support the side
sill-mounted train air line made of 0.015
phosphor-bronze wire. Although I took a



Tichy corner gussets were added to the top chord of the car. The large lump coal was added to represent a load of coke.

The B end shows off lots of detail, including the Precision Scale Ajax brake wheel and air hose bracket,
Hi-Tech rubber air hoses, 0.012 phosphor-bronze wire grab irons, Tangent Models coupler cut levers,
Evergreen 0.080 angle stock made into slope sheet supports, state-of-the-art schedule AB brake
components, wire retainer line, and real chain and rod hand brake linkage.

BILL OF MATERIALS

A-Line 29002
Detail Associates 2206
Evergreen Scale Models 142
261
292
Hi Tech Details 6028
Kadee 153
Precision Scale Co. 3247
39156
Tangent TSM-203
Tichy Train Group 1102
1106
3063
Westerfield 1171

32 RaiLroaD MobpeL CRAFTSMAN

sill steps
eye bolts

styrene strips, .040 x .040
channel, .060
angle, .080

air hoses, 22-inch all-rubber
couplers, semi-scale short shank

brake wheel, Ajax
air hose bracket

coupler cut levers

wire, .015 phosphor-bronze
wire, .0125 phosphor-bronze
corner braces

hopper car gate latches

ing range of my fellow rivet-counting
freight car critics.

The prototype was a relatively new
car built during World War II when wood
was substituted for the steel allocated to
the war effort. It was common practice
for the railroads to convert these cars to
all-steel components during the 10 years
following the end of the war. This is what
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad had
done to its War Emergency composite
cars in the mid-1950s. I had happened
onto a C&O car still working in the early
1970s that had benefited from this re-
building process and photographed it in
hopes of creating a future model. This
was before the Proto2000 models now
offered by Walthers. I have yet to see or
find a C&O version that was converted to
all-steel, so my old Lindberg car is still
the only show in town; my town, anyway.

I had detailed the car pretty well the
first time around, but I updated the
model with more details before return-
ing it to service. The Bill of Materials that
accompanies this article is a pretty good
summary of the detail work that was
done on this model. Most of the parts
list is self-explanatory, but here are a few
items worthy of further explanation.

The Detail Associates eyebolts were
used in several locations on the model.
Two of them support the handle ends
of the Tangent coupler cut levers. Small
bits of 0.040 x 0.040 styrene were ce-
mented to the bottom of the coupler
pocket covers and drilled with a No.
78 drill to accept the coupler end of the
Tangent cut levers. Three more of the
eyebolts were used to support the side
sill-mounted train air line made of 0.015
phosphor-bronze wire. Although I took a



different tack, two more eyebolts could
be located in the center sill between the
hoppers to support the brake rod that is
visible when the car is viewed in profile.
The brake rod was made from 0.012
phosphor-bronze wire.

Most hopper cars had their hop-
per doors connected by a steel channel
so that both sides could be opened or
closed at the same time. This feature
also allowed a woker to open or close
them from either side of the car, and
usually was also part of the latching sys-
tem. The Evergreen 0.060 channel was
used to model these channels. Cut them
slightly over length so that they will ac-
commodate the Westerfield hopper door
latches.
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The 0.080 angle stock was used to
make the slope sheet support braces.
This often-missed detail is a cut-and-fit
proposition that is well worth the time.
Other details in this area include sched-
ule AB air brake components. Better
quality AB brake details like those of-
fered by Cal Scale or Tichy are recom-
mended. I cannot recall the source of my
upgraded components.

My model was lettered with Champ
Decals, but I'm sure Micro-Scale or an-
other specialty railroad decal manufac-
turer will have what is needed to letter
the car. I decaled over the dimensional
data to make the car appear to have
been reweighed on the Monon during
my designated year of operation. Since

the car was already weathered, the new
lettering from the re-weighing is obvious
as it should be.

The last detail worthy of mention is
the load. The Lindberg model came with
a removable molded black styrene coal
load insert that just wasn’t all that good.
Since the insert was of the proper color
and shape, I simply painted it with El-
mer’s glue and poured on HO-scale coal
for the correct effect.

Getting new freight cars ready for the
layout is always a lot of fun, but don't
forget those hidden treasures from your
past that you thought were buried and
gone. Some of that older detail work
holds up pretty well today. Z2¢
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PERSPECTIVE

RAILROAD
MODEL

Choosing Your Prototype

Why do we choose to model what we do? The rea-
sons are as varied as the number of model railroad-
ers. When I am a guest visiting a model railroad for
the first time, I always wonder why my host chose to
model what they did. I want to know what went into
their decision process. If given the opportunity to talk
one-on-one, I will ask a lot of questions. Why do they
model this local? Why model this railroad(s)? Why this
period? What were the influences? How did they come
to the decisions that they reached?

Sometimes the scenery possibilities have a lot to do
with the decisions made. The Rocky Mountains, Pacific
Northwest, and Appalachian Mountains are all popular
choices. One can create some breathtaking mountains
and a lot of rocks and trees. However, I have seen some
beautiful layouts modeled after other geography such
as Florida, Southern California, and Iowa, or urban ar-
eas or seaports.

Often those model railroads in urban settings offer a
lot of switching, car movements, and logistical challeng-
es. They pack a lot of operations into a smaller space.
The desire for realistic car movement and the challenge
of operations is a deciding factor. Yet-to-be-answered
are the questions of why this part of the country, this
period, this prototype?

Some choose a smaller branch line, whether it be one
of today’s short line railroads or a narrow gauge log-
ging or mining railroad set in the 1890s for the relaxed
pace, fewer operators available, and those same chal-
lenges of switching cars in and out of industries and
to the interchange. This type of railroad can be very
rewarding to build and operate.

We have a lot of choices as to what we model in terms
of the location, type of operation, gauge, scale, time pe-
riod, type of equipment, sources of traffic, and oper-
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ating patterns. Perhaps one chooses what they model
because they like Southern or Norfolk & Western high-
hood diesels. Maybe you are an Alco aficionado. Pos-
sibly you love a particular paint scheme. Perchance a
wood-burning narrow gauge steam engine makes your
pulse rise, or some other type of equipment or opera-
tion is of interest to you. We have more choices in the
types of equipment and road names for locomotives
and rolling stock than we have ever had. And there is
always the option to custom paint and letter if it is not
produced in your favorite road name.

I am often curious when one selects a location and
prototype that is miles from where the model railroad
(and where the builder) is. I once asked my host why
this locale so far away; you never lived there. His reply
was very easy to understand. “When you fall in love, it
is just hard to explain.”

Frequently, our model railroad creation becomes a
time machine transporting us back to our earlier years
when we first became aware of railroads and trains.
It allows us to relive those times trackside or down at
the station, or days we were out scouring around tak-
ing photographs and hoping that the lens was in focus
and that the exposure was properly set. For me, it re-
vives the memories of a farm boy watching Lousiville &
Nashville’s Hummingbird or Pan-American rush by the
small town station and the stockyards near our farm.
Memories of my first train trip taking the local to Cin-
cinnati Union Terminal and a cab to Crosley Field to
watch the Reds play baseball, and of my older cousin
Jimmy and I running from his house down to the sta-
tion to wave at the crew coming through. Great memo-
ries, all.

Mark Juett



Perhaps chasing and photographing a fan trip,
such as this one pulled by NW 611 from Kansas
City to Moberly, Missouri, will provide inspiration
and information to model an earlier period that
you may not have experienced firsthand.

St
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My earliest memories
of any railroad were
of the Louisville &
Nashville. L&N’s paint
scheme since 1962
(with many variations)
was yellow and gray. It
was replaced with the
dark gray with yellow
and red stripes of the
Family Lines. | have
many units painted

in this scheme and its
variants such as this
SW?7. I also have units
in the older all-black,
black with cream
stripes, and blue and

cream.

A regional NMRA
convention in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, provided
an opportunity to
gather more prototype
research and photo-
graph these Alco C-420
units in DeCoursey
Yard — L&N’s largest
— in nearby northern
Kentucky.
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WEATHERING A CF7

idling

CF7 2619 idles on the
LAJ’s Horn Lead await-
ing its next move on
Lance Mindheim’s office
switching layout. Grasp-
ing the importance of
weathering and estab-
lishing a strategy going
in is the key to a success-
ful outcome.
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A decade or so ago, I came
across a series of photos in a
now-defunct prototype model-
ing magazine that totally changed
my approach to creating a vi-
sually realistic-looking piece of
rolling stock. Like many, I was
focusing all my energy on detail-
ing. The article featured a unique
format for a weathering contest.
The catch was that the entrants
had to use an out-of-the-box, to-
tally stock model as the subject
— grossly oversized molded-on

grab irons and all. I was mes-
merized by the quality of the en-
tries and how breathtakingly real
they appeared, particularly given
the crude nature of the underly-
ing models. They were just stun-
ning. From that point forward, the
blinders were lifted, and I came
away with the realization that:

The largest contributor to a
model’s visual impact is color
treatment.

Yes, prototypical accuracy mat-
ters and is a rewarding pursuit

Prototypical Accuracy

Accurately Sized Parts

Cross Sections

RaiLroap MopeL CRAFTSMAN

Effective Color Treatment

in and of itself. However, when
we're talking about what catches
the eye and triggers the brain to
make what Malcolm Gladwell
terms a “decision in a blink” as
to a model’s realism, color treat-
ment trumps all else. Every rivet,
every grab iron could be correct,
but if the coloring is off, the end
result will miss the mark visually.
If a small detail is omitted or even
slightly incorrect, the brain won’t
pick up on it and then only after
close examination by somebody
knowledgeable about that partic-
ular prototype. Here’s a test. Don't
cheat and look at the photo of the
CF7 just yet. Did you notice that
the two of the four brake shoes
had been removed to match the
prototype? Did you notice that two
of the stacks had been removed?
Probably not. You were drawn to
the color, the fade, the peel. Al-
though not always thought of in
those terms, color is a prototypi-
cal element just as much as brake




rigging is. In fact, it is arguably
more important from the stand-
point that it covers a much larger
area and is more noticeable.

When we first look at a model,
we subconsciously make a snap
decision as to how realistic it is.
The lion’s share of that decision
is determined by how effective we
handle the color treatment and
weathering, Next is the absence of
overly thick or crude details such
as thick grab irons, moulded-on
grab irons, or overly thick hand
rails. After that is exact, prototypi-
cal accuracy.

While pursuing the detailing
aspect of prototypical accuracy is
rewarding in its own right, when
we are talking about what catches
the eye, color trumps detail and
does so by a wide margin. If the
approach is simply to “match riv-
ets” part-by-part with coloring as
an afterthought, you'll be dissatis-
fied with the end result. That be-
ing the case, it makes sense that
we do everything in our power to
improve our color interpretation
and weathering skills. Easier said
than done. It is far, far easier to
neatly apply a prototypically cor-
rect roof-mounted air condition-
er than to do a convincing job of
weathering.

To create an effective over-
all modeling result, you have to

have an overall strategy going in.
You can't just airbrush some Flo-
quil grime on the lower half of the
model and check the weathering
box off of your assembly to-do
list. Taking such a shortcut will
result in what I call “model rail-
road weathering.” We are striv-
ing for creating a sense of mass,
something that looks “heavy” in
a photo. Examine photos of your
subject closely over several days.
Each case is different from the
standpoint of what makes its spe-
cific weathering pattern unique.
Try to identify what's going on
from a color standpoint. Try to
answer the often ellusive question
of, “what color is that, really”?

In the case of the CF7 in the fol-
lowing article, I came to the con-
clusion that the two color effects
that draw your eye in more than
anything else are the faded, mot-
tled, peeling blue hood, and the
faded yellow cab. I've also learned
from master weathering artists
that creating contrast through the
careful application oil of washes
is critical. Mentally, I broke the
project down into two phases
and approached it with the mind-
set that I was dealing with the
proverbial 80/20 rule where the
lion’s share of the results would
be determined by how success-
ful I was with applying the fading

and wash. The other 20 percent,
while important, was less so for
the sake of final appearance. As
you read ahead, TI'll break things
down into two parts, the impor-
tant “80 percent” (the fade, peel,
and wash) and “everything else.”

Blue Fade and Peel

The most distinctive visual fea-
ture of the prototype is the faded,
peeling, and mottled blue paint. It
was also the most challenging to
model. Fading dark blues, greens,
and reds isn’t easy. Trying to fade
by overspraying white with an air-
brush generally ends up looking
like just that — a model railroad-
er sprayed on white paint. Peeling
paint is equally challenging. Dab-
bing on colors with a brush, no
matter how carefully done, also
looks like you “dabbed on colors
with a brush.” It's very hard, if not
impossible, to achieve the ragged
edges of peel with a brush. After

LAJ CF7
2619

Craig Walker caught the
2619 at Vernon, Cali-

fornia, between assign-
ments on April 25, 2009.

Visually
Interesting
The use of faded paint,
and other weathering
techniques make this
model believable and in-
teresting. Notice the fad-
ed paint and the darker
touched-up side sill.
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Mr. Color
Thinner

is used to soften the paint
on the model. Be aware
that this fairly aggressive
chemical needs to be used
sparingly. A few practice
rounds will help you be-
come familiar with the
chemical’s traits.

|
Mr.COLOR
THINNER

250 |f
:.

a lot of trial and error over the
years, I've come to the conclusion
that the most effective way to fade
a dark color is to work with an
application of a lighter version of
the base color. Pink for red, light
blue for dark blue, and so forth.

Since the peeled mottled look
is the most distinctive feature of
this locomotive, I gave the most
attention to trying to find a way
to model it. I can't emphasize
enough the importance in these
cases of practicing on a scrap
shell or piece of painted styrene
to perfect your technique before
moving onto your model!

The first step was dealing with
the faded blue. After studying
the photo carefully, I determined
that the hood was a combination
of ragged bands of the original
dark blue mixed with light blue
fades transitioning from a heavy
fade on the roof and upper hood
to less fading lower on the cab.
As I mentioned, fading dark blue
with white or grime won't work.
Instead, I chose to represent the
fade with Model Master “Interme-
diate Blue.” It's important to em-
phasize that you want the acrylic
version of the paint, not the enam-
el version. We'll be applying an oil
wash in a later step, and the acryl-
ics will resist the wash; enamels
and lacquers will erode. Install
your smallest airbrush needle and
dial it down to its tightest setting.
Remember that the paint
spray comes out in a cone,
so the closer you have the
spray tip to the model,
the smaller the paint pat-
tern will be when it hits
the surface. Keeping this in
mind, I set the pressure at
20 psi and positioned the
airbrush tip about an inch
and half from the surface.
Working in careful short
bursts, I covered much of
the top of the hood with
blue and then -carefully
worked blue bands down
the side of the hood with
vertical strokes. The spray
pattern at the point of con-
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Shop Tips: Mr. Color Thinner

Practice Platform: painted a scrap of styrene with dark blue,
waited for it to dry, and followed up with an overcoat spray of Model Master
Intermediate Blue. The lighter blue will be used for the faded portions of the

model.

tact was only about 1/8-inch wide,
so I found I had enough control
that I didn’t need to use any mask-
ing tape.

Now for the peel. The only thing
that will really work is to actually
peel the just-applied Intermedi-
ate Blue off. But how to do it? The
paint grips almost immediately.

After much trial and error, I fi-
nally found a technique that gave
the results I wanted. The trick is
to find a way to soften the paint
just enough that you can actually
peel it off in a convincing manner.

To soften the paint, I used a
product called Mr. Color Thin-
ner. Be aware that this is a fairly
aggressive chemical that has to
be used sparingly. Once again,
I practiced the peel technique
many times on a scrap first. If
you skip the practice, you do so
at your own risk, and I can say
with a fair degree of certainty that
you'll regret it!

Begin by creating a practice
platform. I painted a scrap of
styrene dark blue followed by an
overspray of the Model Master In-
termediate Blue that I'd be using
for the faded blue.

Using a half-inch wide flat

brush, apply a thin, moist film of
the Mr. Thinner. The Mr. Thinner
is aggressive and acts quickly, so
you once you've passed an area
once with the brush, don't go back
again or the paint will smear. Make
one pass to apply the film, and
that's it.

At this point, the Intermediate
Blue is soft (and very unstable).
Time to “peel” it off. Take a cotton
swab, and just barely “kiss” the
surface to remove paint. Dance
it around a bit. Make sure you
don't tap too hard or move the
swab across the surface, or it will
smear. Lightly tapping the sur-
face with your flat brush will also
work. Once you have the pattern
you want, let the thinner dry. This
takes only a few minutes.

Yellow Cab Fade

One of the more distinctive
features of the prototype is the
faded yellow of the cab. It is not
overly successful to fade paint by
overspraying white or dust on the
base color. As I mentioned with
the faded blue, I've gotten better
results applying a light overspray
of a lighter version of the base
color. The same applies to the



Applying the Thinner: Using a half-inch-wide
flat brush, I applied a thin, moist film of the Mr. Thinner. The
thinner is aggressive, so only pass the brush over an area
one time. Basically, one pass with the brush will do.

Peeling the Paint: Once the thinner is applied, the Intermedi-
ate Blue is soft and can be peeled away with a cotton swab. Gently tap
the surface with the swab or a brush until you have attained the finish

you desire. Once finished, simply let the thinner dry.

yellow. I had a still-good bottle of
the Old Polly Scale Catwhisker on
hand that fit the bill for a pale yel-
low. If you can't track down any
of the Catwhisker Yellow, you can
mix your own by pouring some
flat white into a bottle and slowly
adding any yellow until the color
starts to come up. I thinned the
paint slightly until it had the con-
sistency of water (as opposed
to milk-like). (As with the blue,
you want to be sure youre using
acrylics so that the oil wash we'll
be applying in the next step won't
erode them.) The hardest part
of the job was the tedious task
of masking off all the blue us-
ing Tamiya masking tape. It's not
possible to mask the numbers. I
noticed on the prototype that the
side rails are an un-faded yellow,
so I masked those off also.

Turn the airbrush to its small-
est volume setting. Holding it
a few inches away, and using
a wand-like motion with short
puffs, I misted the lighter yellow
over the base color. I stayed away
from the cab numbers as much as
I could. Immediately after puffing
on the light yellow, I took a tooth-

pick, dipped it in thinner, and
carefully wiped any excess spray
off the cab numbers. If you're re-
ally ambitious, you could add de-
cals of new numbers on the cab
side, which would have the ad-
vantage of having zero overspray
on the numbers. I wasn't that
ambitious!

Oil Wash for Contrast
on Yellow Cab

At this point, the model will still
have a “model railroad” look to it.
By that, I mean it doesn't have a
sense of mass that characteriz-
es a full-scale locomotive. To get
around this, we need to find a way
to insert shadows into the cracks
and crevices. We also need
to create the subtle rust
haze and bleed. Enter the
wash of artist oils thinned
with mineral spirits — one
of the easiest, effective,
most-bang-for-the-buck
techniques we have in our
arsenal. For those who
haven't used them before,
artist oils are one of the
simplest and most forgiv-
ing mediums to work with.

Oil washes flow on like silk and
seem to have a natural tendency
to gravitate to the right place in
the right pattern. You have a fair
amount of working time, so if you
have any errors or unrealistic pat-
terns, they are simple to wipe off.
The two tricks to using the wash
technique effectively are: keep the
wash thin and subtle, and stick
to two colors — burnt umber and
black.

Put a small dab of burnt um-
ber on a scrap of styrene. Pour
some mineral spirits in a small
cup, and dip in a half-inch brush
to moisten it. Tap the moistened
brush in the oils, creating a small
thinned pool of paint. The wash

It’s All a
Wash

Using a small dab of
burnt umber mixed with
mineral spirits created a
wash for the locomotive.
Tap the moistened brush
in the oils, creating a
thinned pool of paint. The
final mix should look like
diluted coffee.

May 2017 41



A burnt umber oil paint

Oil Wash } |1 I o P 4 ] e e U

was applied to the entire
locomotive body using a
wide brush. The process
is fairly forgiving because
you can always add more
or remove what has been
applied thanks to mineral
spirits as a thinner. The
application should be
from top downward.

Spot
Detailing
After the main application
of the oil wash, a tooth-
pick was used to touch-up
bolt heads and other
small details that tend to
rust on the prototype.

Lo T e O T N N N N
Detail ] 1 L o T e
o i 8 TTE

Accenting ------
A small brush was used

to add the thinned wash
to specific detail areas
such as the knuckle buster
door latches. The wash
will naturally settle into

the low spots.
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should be thin and have the look
of heavily diluted coffee.

Starting at the top of the cab,
gently brush the burnt umber
wash downward over the yellow
surface of the cab. Repeat the
same wash technique with an even
thinner wash of black on the blue
hood sides. (Note: prior to apply-
ing the black wash on the hood
sides, I slightly distressed the LAJ
lettering by lightly scraping them
with vertical strokes with the back
of a No. 11 blade). When getting
the sense for the right consisten-
cy, err on the side of too thin. If
you get it wrong or too thick, wash
some straight mineral spirits
across the surface and try again.

One of the advantages of oil
washes is that they have the ten-
dency to naturally and easily cre-
ate rust bleed. After the initial
burnt umber wash is applied, tap
a toothpick in the burnt umber oil
and apply tiny dots to a few bolt
heads, along the vents, pipe joints,
hand rail joints, and then apply a
drop of straight mineral spirits
with a small brush to create rust
bleed.

Running
Gear
Treatment
The trucks wer painted
with Model Master silver.
The silver on the proto-
type tends to chalk out,
losing its silver appear-
ance. To achieve this, |
washed the trucks with a
mixture of burnt umber
followed by a 50/50 mix
of black/brown weather-
ing powders.

Fuel Tank

The fuel tank was repaint-
ed with Rustoleum Dark
Gray Primer from a rattle
can. The vertical weather-
ing pattern was added
using a brush and the
50/50 mix of black/brown
weathering powders.

Believable
The 2619 rests under
the hot California sun
between spotting and
pulling cars. The crew is
enjoying that rooftop air
conditioner.
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Intermediate Blue “fade” with subsequent peeling technique.

Stacks are painted Model Master light gray and weathered with chalk.

Weathering chalk lightly applied to roof corners.

Wash of black artist oils inserted into cracks and crevices with a small brush.

Lettering distressed with a No. 11 blade.

Black artist oils washed into latches.

Grilles painted Model Master US Army Helo Drab and then washed with oils and dusted with chalk.
Additional dots of burnt umber washed into grilles.

Additional dots of burnt umber speckled on roof followed by a drop of mineral spirits on the oil dot.
Cab weathered with a light overspray of thinned Polly Scale Catwhisker Yellow.

. Fuel tank painted with rattle can Rustoleum Dark Gray primer followed by vertical weathering powder streaks.

Side sills were not given the pale yellow fade but were given a burnt umber artist oils wash.
Trucks were painted Model Master silver and then weathered with a wash of oils and chalks.

Referring to the old 80/20 rule,
the majority of the visual impact
of this model comes from the
three techniques discussed thus
far: the faded blue/blue paint peel,
the faded yellow cab, and the final
burnt umber oil wash.

Now, we’ll move to the other 20
percent — areas where weather-
ing certainly makes a difference,
just not as much.

In this phase, I make exten-
sive use of weathering powders
but limit the color palette to one
shade, a 50/50 mix of Bragdon
“weathered brown” and “soot
black” weathering powders. Don't
be misled by the chalky nature of
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the powders; they bite pretty hard
into the paint and can’t be totally
removed, so proceed with a light
touch.

Hood Roof

Mask off and paint the stacks
Model Master Light Gray. Tap a
cotton swab in the chalk mix and
then rub most of it off on a rag.
Lightly tap the chalk-stained swab
around the top of the stacks,
lightly smudging it. Now for the
roof. Take a quarter-inch-wide
old, stiff brush, dip it in the chalk,
and smear it into the roof around
the stacks using a stabbing mo-
tion. Next, put some chalk on a

3x5 card. Spray the hood top with
Dullcote and then, using an X-ac-
to blade, immediately flick specks
of the chalk onto the still wet Dull-
cote to represent rust pitting. Seal
it again with Dullcote.

Trucks

After trying to get fancy with
Alclad II Lacquers, I came to the
conclusion that the best results
were obtained with plain old Mod-
el Master “Silver.” Although many
of the prototype photos show a
relatively bright, un-weathered
look, silver doesn’t really scale
down and has a tendency to look
toy-like. It wasn’'t too much of a
leap to find other road numbers
whose trucks were more weath-
ered. After the silver had dried,
I gave the trucks a thin wash of
burnt umber oils, which I let
dry. Next came an even thinner
wash of black artist oils. Finally, I
worked in the 50/50 mix of black/
brown weathering powders.

Fuel Tank

The fuel tank was handled with
a simple rattle can spray of Rus-
toleum Dark Gray Primer. After



it had dried, I worked in vertical
streaks of the 50/50 mix of brown
and black weathering powders
using a stiff brush.

Hood Grilles

Mask off the vents with Tami-
ya masking tape and fog on the
MM helo drab. Some of the yellow
striping should still show on the
front vents. Using a small, old stiff
brush, smear some chalk into the
grilles. Finally, apply a wash of di-
lute black artist oils.

Roof Edges

The prototype has hints of
hazy rust on the rounded edges of
the roof. I dipped a cotton swab
in my weathering powder mix and
then taped off most of the powder.
I then tapped the swab here and
there in patches a quarter-inch
wide or so along the hood roof
rounded corner.

Latches and Cracks

I added additional contrast in
the cracks of the side hood door
panels and latches using thin
black artist oils. Using a small size
O brush, I carefully added a thin
pool of black artist oils in each
latch. I also worked some black
into the cracks of the door panels
using a thicker wash, which I let
dry a few minutes and then partial-
ly wiped off using vertical strokes
of a mineral spirits-soaked Q-tip.

Weathering Tips
(Learned the Hard
Way!)

*Know when to quit. When in
doubt as to whether you've ap-
plied enough weathering, quit for
the day!

* Work in light, subtle layers.
You can always add more color,
but subtracting overdone weath-
ering is often impossible.

e Study photos carefully, and
try to determine what weathering
patterns catch the eye and what
colors you are actually dealing
with.

* Fade with a lighter version of
the base color, not white.

* Before starting, ask yourself,
“what could go wrong?” Often, it's
a long list! To that end....

* Practice off the main subject
on scraps.

* Be aware of the composi-
tion of the paint you are using
(enamels? acrylics?) and what
will be going on top of what. If you
use enamels and then apply an
oil wash over them, the oils will
erode the underlying paint.

* Make extensive use of thin,
dark washes to create contrast.

* Focus on the use of the burnt
umber and flat black color pal-
ette. Use pumpkin oranges and
raw siennas sparingly, if at all.

* Be aware of the 80/20 rule.
That is, what patterns and colors
create the lion’s share of your par-
ticular modeling subject.

* Refer to Rule No. 1: know
when to quit for the day! £uc

MATERIALS LIST

Bragdon Weathering Powder
Soot Black
Weathered Brown

Item No.
FF-64
FF-69

(1 Package)
(1 Package)

Polly S Paint (or equivalent pale yellow)

Pale Yellow

Model Masters Paint
Intermediate Blue
US Army Helo Drab
Silver

Mr. Hobby
Mr. Hobby Thinner

Cotton Swabs

Tamiya Masking Tape

Item No.
FS35164
FS34031

4678

(Acrylic Only)
(Acrylic Only)

Item No.
250

Roofline

The exhaust stacks were

masked off and painted
with Model Master Light
Gray paint. A 50/50 mix
of Bragdon weathering
powders was used for
the roofline. Weathered
brown and soot black
were mixed prior to appli-
cation. A cotton swab was
lightly tapped around the
top surface of the stacks.
An old, stiff brush applied
the mixture to the loco-
motive roof around the
stacks. | used a stabbing
motion for most of the
application. The model
was oversprayed with
Dullcote and an X-acto
blade was used to “flick”
specks of chalk onto the
still-wet Dullcote, repre-
senting rust pitting.
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High
Bridge

Train No. 14, occasion-
ally referred to as the
“Garter Snake,” crosses
the high bridge at

Ft. Dodge, lowa. The
15-foot-long structure
was built by Miles Hale,
MMR and Ron Parker.
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CRAFTSMAN/Mike Porter, photos by Dan Munson

As all good railroad stories
start out: “No kiddin' — this re-
ally happened!” I was contami-
nated with railroad operations
from birth. I'm a third-generation
railroader. My father hired out on
the Chicago Great Western (CGW)
at Clarion, Iowa, as a janitor/bag-
gageman. He worked a few years
on an extra board, filling vacan-
cies at towns stretching from
Hayfield, Minnesota, to Council
Bluffs, Iowa. He concluded his
career as a General Clerk with
duties mimicking that of a yard-
master at Fort Dodge, Iowa. My
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maternal grandfather hired out
on the CGW as a leverman, te-
legrapher working a few years at
towns along the Northern Divi-
sion of the CGW and concluding
his career as a station agent at
Clarion, Iowa.

In the Beginning

I'was drawn into the model rail-
road operational world at the age
of 10. My father brought home a
basic American Flyer Lines train
set for me, and the flame was lit.
Over the years, the basic set grew
with the addition of more en-

gines, rolling stock, and signals.
That same year, my grandmother
took me on a train trip from Fort
Dodge, Iowa, to Clarion, Iowa,
and it was like throwing gas on
a fire; I was off and running. At
the age of 12, my father took me
to Minneapolis on the train, and I
drank in every sight, sound, feel,
and smell of railroad operations.

In my neighborhood, I was
spreading the word of the mod-
el railroading hobby. I was wir-
ing up layouts with sophisticated
DPDT toggle switches to config-
ure layouts so that we could run



two engines with two transform-
ers on the same track and not
interfere with each other. I used
toothpicks to replace the met-
al track pin connectors to iso-
late the track sections. At age 16
came my introduction to switch
lists that Dad brought home from
work. In addition, I would bike
down to a bridge that spanned
the switching lead of the Illinois
Central Railroad, and I'd watch
the switch crews use hand signals
and switch cars. I'd also pedal
down to the Minneapolis and St.
Louis Railroad yards, and from

my perch on the ice dock, I'd ob-
serve the switch crews at work.
That same year, I made several
train trips on the CGW to Minne-
apolis and Omabha.

Railroading for Real

At 17, I became a student tele-
graph operator at two of the area
depots in the Fort Dodge, Iowa,
area. At the age of 19, I hired out
as a switchman on the Illinois
Central Railroad at Fort Dodge. I
was issued a rule book, an em-
ployee’s timetable, and a switch
key. I purchased a 21-jewel

watch, my own Conger lantern,
and I started my career as a rail-
roader on November 28, 1962. I
protected work on the four switch
engine assignments at the Fort
Dodge Yard along with extra work
on three road districts: the Water-
loo, the Cherokee, and the Oma-
ha districts.

With the implementation of
Public Law Board 282 (a ma-
jor crew reduction ruling), I lost
my protected employee status. I
quickly applied for and was hired
as a brakeman on the Minneapo-
lis and St. Louis Division of the
Chicago & North Western. I pro-
tected work on the Albert Lea, the
Spencer/Estherville, and the Des
Moines road districts and once in
a while the sole switch engine as-
signment at Fort Dodge. That po-
sition became at risk, so I went
with my hat in my hand and ap-
plied for a Union Electrical Jour-
neyman Apprenticeship position
at a shop owned by a former
switchman for the M&St.L.RR. I
worked as an apprentice electri-
cian while attending the required
IBEW night school. Four years
later, I graduated with a Journey-
man Wireman certificate.

I'worked in the building trades
for nine years until one day the
C&NW called me back for train-
ing as a locomotive fireman. One
year later, I attended the formal
Locomotive Engineers School in
Chicago. After another six months
of on-the-job training, I graduat-
ed with a Locomotive Engineers
certificate. I worked on the larg-
est geographical seniority district
on the C&NW, which included 19
terminals. I worked 13 of those
terminals until the C&NW was
ingested by Union Pacific. During
my long career, I dreamed and
planned for a model railroad lay-
out someday.

Building a Home to
House the Model
Railroad

At the age of 61, my wife Susan
and I built our retirement home
despite the fact that I had not of-
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ficially retired yet. We specifically
designed the basement for a mod-
el railroad, and we constructed a
home above it to meet Susan’s
wishes.

All the utilities for this all-
electric home are centralized in
the middle of the basement area
— a practice I learned from sev-
eral other model railroaders. We
opted to have the garage floor and
the front porch suspended so that
we could take advantage of the
room underneath. In addition,
we had the foundation contractor
block out four small openings in
the concrete load-bearing walls to
accommodate the easement of a
model railroad right-of-way. The
final basement measurements are
75x35-feet. It is noted that one
of the local modelers suggested a
major location change for the me-
chanical room and the basement
restroom in the early phase of con-
struction. He was looking ahead
and noted that if a 30-foot Fort
Dodge downtown peninsula was
going fit the track plan, then we
needed to shift the walls of the two
adjoining basement rooms seven
feet from the original location. The
architect was summoned, and the
change was made on the spot. My
original concept was an around-
the-wall main track with the Fort
Dodge industrial peninsula as the
focal point: obviously, I was look-
ing at a small picture tube.

Preparatory
Investigation and
Layout Planning

During the first two years liv-
ing in our new home, I prepared
for the layout by interviewing sev-
eral retired CGW employees. With
a lot of assistance, I checked out
Sanborn Fire Insurance maps,
Iowa Cemetery Maps, Google sat-
ellite images, and made trips to
some of the town sites. In addi-
tion, I drew up many freehand
drawings of the layout. With all
these preparations, I was not fully
armed to face the task of orches-
trating the construction of a huge
model railroad.
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The Layout Begins

Two years after the home con-
struction was completed, I de-
cided to start the layout. To say
“it takes a village to build a large
layout” would be an understate-
ment. My last count determined
that 65 individuals participated
in one form or another with the
building of the layout. Initially,
I hired a professional contrac-
tor to finish the basement walls
and to install a dropped T-bar
ceiling. Before the sheetrock was
installed on the walls, I installed
three 20-amp GFI-protected cir-
cuits for receptacle outlets in-
stalled on 12-foot centers. All the
receptacles are switched from a
centrally located power contactor.
This gives me the ability to de-en-
ergize all the receptacles on the
three circuits from one switch.
This safety precaution gave me
the peace of mind should any sol-
dering irons or other equipment
be left plugged in by mistake.

I prewired the ceiling lighting
into eight lighting circuits. I chose
to install two-bulb 2x4 fluores-
cent drop-in fixtures. I decided to
use the T-8 lamps with a 3,500K
rating, and it has proven to be
sufficient to date. In addition to
the walls and the dropped ceiling,
I enlisted the contractor to build
the original 23-foot Downtown
Fort Dodge peninsula, which was
later extended to 30 feet. This
12-city-block peninsula repre-
sents a small part of my wife’s
and my hometown.

After the walls, ceiling, and
lighting were completed, I enlisted
the help of 12 local modelers who
had many years of layout building
experience to help me make the
layout a reality. I marked off work
every Thursday for one year. The
handy crew of 12 individuals
put the benchwork together, laid
track, and installed and hooked
up track drops. I helped wire the
layout, but mostly I functioned
as a go-fer barely staying ahead
of the crew with tools and mate-
rials. Susan graciously provided
the meals. As stated earlier, at the

onset, I was looking at a small
picture tube while the crew was
looking at a much larger picture
tube.

Before we started building the
benchwork, it was suggested that
I purchase at least three of each
kind of tool needed to complete
the project. This rule has saved
a lot of time and legwork for the
Go-Fer. The majority of the lay-
out benchwork is basically boxes
built with 1x4-inch pine connect-
ed to each other. The benchwork
was put together with sheetrock
screws; we predrilled all the
holes for the screws.

Most of the cross members
were predrilled for the bus wires
before installation. We drilled two
Ya-inch holes about 12-inches
apart for the bus wires, and we
also drilled out a 1Vs-inch util-
ity opening between the two bus
line holes to accommodate sig-
nal, telephone, and DCC cable
wiring. This opening has been
invaluable. The predrilled cross
members were installed on 16-
inch centers to maintain overall
strength. The narrow benchwork
was cantilevered directly from
the wall studs. Some of the wid-
er benchwork was attached to
the wall studs and supported by
a knee brace. There are portions
of the benchwork cantilevered to
both sides of the view block wall.

Modeled Territory

Since I lived along the West
End of the CGW (Clarion, Iowa, to
Council Bluffs, Iowa) for 36 years,
it was natural for me to want to
model what I knew. I chose 1967:
a time one year before the corpo-
rate ingestion of the CGW by the
Chicago & North Western System.
At this time period, “covered wag-
ons” still ruled the locomotive
roster (the CGW referred to the
diesel locomotives as Motors),
but the herd had been invaded by
eight GP30s and nine SD40s.

In 1967, the two passenger
trains that I had ridden mul-
tiple times on my dad’s system
pass had disappeared from the



west end. This was a result of the
cancellation of the United States
Postal Service mail contract. I
took modeler’s license and ex-
tended the mail contract to re-
tain the two underutilized trains,
and this wink of the eye added
some operating value to the op
sessions. In 1967, there were
still two time freights (mortgage
lifters) that were actually bridge
route connector trains between
Union Pacific at Omaha and the
connecting roads at Minneapolis,
Kansas City, and Chicago. These
time freights actually performed
some local work on a regular ba-
sis. There was a six-day-a-week
turnaround job that
worked from Clari-
on to Fort Dodge and
return with an occa-
sional trip west as
far west as Rinard,
Iowa. The once-a-
week west local that
operated only on
Wednesdays  from
Clarion to Council
Bluffs was gone, and
in its existence its
main purpose was to
position a train and
engine crew, the mo-
tors, and a crummy
for the once-a-week
Thursday night hot
meat train that op-
erated from Council
Bluffs to Clarion. It
continued on with a
new crew to Oelwein,
and then consolidat-
ed with a Minneapo-
lis meat train and
a Kansas City meat
train for the final leg to Chicago
with connections to the eastern
market. These two trains disap-
peared shortly after the passen-
ger trains were discontinued. The
West End was a quiet, laid-back
operation to say the least, and if
operated prototypically, an op-
erating session might last about
1% hours. I enhanced the model
operation to stretch out the fun
value of the CGW.

In our basement, the single
main track extends from Coul-
ter, Iowa, on the east end to Ro-
elyn, Iowa, on the west end and
from Clarion, Iowa, to Belmond,
Iowa, on the northern connec-
tion. The three staging yards are
labeled Chicago on the East end,
Omaha on the West end, and Min-
neapolis on the North end. There
are two working main yards on
the system: Clarion, the division
point with three lines radiating
from it, and Fort Dodge, which
is the industrial yard that ser-
vices 17 industries. There are 11
small elevator townsites on the
350-foot single, unsignalled main

track with six generous sidings
to pass trains. Also in the base-
ment, there is a large presence of
the independent Fort Dodge-Des
Moines & Southern railroad; a
smaller presence of the Chicago
& North Western Railroad at Ea-
gle Grove, Iowa, which services a
soybean plant; the Minneapolis &
St. Louis Railroad at Belmond,
Iowa, which also services a soy-
bean plant (story about that lat-

er); and a hint of the Rock Island,
which services two townsites.

We started building the layout
near the middle of the system at
Fort Dodge with the industrial
peninsula as the signature fea-
ture. The peninsula hosts the
CGW with alley and street run-
ning, which serves 17 industries.
Also, the peninsula hosts the FDS
with running in the muddy side
street, and it serves 14 industries.

From Fort Dodge, we worked
in both directions. The area
where the high bridge is pres-
ently located was our temporary
staging. Building from the center
allowed us to operate some early

shakedown trains and some early
test op sessions before the main
track was complete.

When the main track reached
the townsite of Nuel, it was de-
cided to construct a 65-foot view
block wall with a 10-foot wing
wall to gain the towns of Eagle
Grove and Florence, the Clarion
Quarry, and the Division Point
Yard of Clarion, plus another
150 feet more of mainline run-

Local
Switching

A TR2 and its “calf”
switch Horn Manufactur-
ing. Horn makes manure
spreaders and farm wag-
ons. It regularly receives
steel plate and structural
shapes and ships finished
farm equipment.

May 2017 49



Clegg Hide & Fur Drive In Lumber

Ft. Dodge Lime Stone

CGW Industrial Branch

- L -

FDS East Yard

Mid Continent  |owa - lllinois
Lumber Gas & Electric

Blue Ribbon
Beer

Phillips 66 Spur

Felco Feed CGW New

High Bridge

Grebed Water Closet

Gravel & Stone Co. Equipment Room

Ak

Elevator Power Panels Center

Lumber
~J

Passing Track
8-Track Clarion Yard Dock Heard & Sons

lowa/lllinois Skelly Oil
Don’s Iron Gas & Electric
& Metal Company
City Water Tower Downtown Fort Dodge Lighten Supply
Pan-0-Gold Fullerton FDS Passenger Pipe Yard
Cities Service an-9-Go Lumber & Frt. Station
Allied Gas Co 3 Bakery ;
’ Oil Company ~ rarmers Ft. D. Container White Warehouse Leighton
Elevator Company & Storage Supply
G
R
Midwest Paper Beisser
International old CGW
Brokaw Supply Lumber Harvester Ft. Dodge Ice Webster County Depot
ew CGW o East Side Brady Moving Texaco Oil Lumber
Depot Brighi Beer Coal & Lumber Baker Mfg. & Storage
Florence 4 : Acheson
4 Honorary Fence Telepho
Fort Dodge Center
Yards Water
x - Heater
-
° Horns |

Railroad Telep

Coal Passing Track \
‘ — — i = — e T
- - 4 \ I
= - e e O
Passing Track
I; Ok L I—1T & 3
- — — -
Phillips 66 Distributor
Fuel' Unloadin o
Hexane Ramp 9 Bean Oil Warehouse1 5 S—
Trailer Grain Inspection Loading Clean & Coopering upply Warehouse
Storage Mow Industry Loading & Unloading Shed

Chicago 7 Track Staging
Lower Level Propane

Elevator

Stock Pen lowa Falls

3 1'5 .. -"'

Coal Shed Lumber Comg

Short Engine Track

Chicago Percentage Complete: 90% Curve Radii: 36”
9 N Era Modeled: 1967 Control System: Easy DCC
Lower Staging Room Size: 75’ x 35’ Dispatching: Verbal by Phone

Benchwork Type: Open Grid Turnouts: #8 ,
Subroadbed: 5/8”-Sheetrock Track: Code 83 flex CRI&P Hidden Stac
Backdrop: Masonite Track Height: 42”7-51”

Freight House Coulter - Lower Staging
/Elevator Standard Oil
ar T— 7 35.0” ——
] a
[T avs

RaiLroap MopeL CRAFTSMAN




Celotex Sheet Rock Plant
' Yard FDS/CGW Transfer

USG Sheet
Rock Plant

/coalshea RO€lyn Elevator
FDS Staging
RIP FDS Mainline
Phillips 66

Engine Track

Lumber Yard

M&ST.L. Staging Lower

Fertilizer Shed .
To Omaha - 6 Track Staging - Upper CRI&P Staging

Lower Level

Elevator CGW Staging __—1
Dispatcher Lower Level
Minneapolis
West Lower Staging
Fort | g
Dodge oorland % Elevator
I}
= - H
ambleson , [fransfer Track S CGW Rallroad Bulk Fertilizer —7
obinson 1 Tower
M&ST.L.RR HO scale Liquid Fertilizer /ﬂ
Iov';la IIB(eef Crew Room Sub Station
. Warehouse
Elevator Slough
Bean Oil Track

cGW
CGW/RI
Transfer
. Elevator
Mill 4 7
Water Tower 7
RI & M&ST.L 4
AFG. .
M&ST.L
Belmond
- Rock Island
Storage Closet Feed Mill

/’

Feed Mill

Depot
Conoco Mobil 38 g
b b w Feed Elevator
. Lambert Lumber ayne Feeds Rock Island RR To Lower Level Standard | sinclair Oil —71
Coal Engine House . Chicago Line Skell DX S "
3 Kasper Interlocking elly uray
Elevator \ 3 Track Rock (To Solberg)
X Oil B \ Island Staging Elevator -’
DXxOoil  clarion —~i e

A ————— m— - = e -

e == 2o ”
Z g ‘ﬁ__#—-—_—- _ ﬂ o - p‘- '.-.,.* - S

T T =1

"' i

C&NW Staging Coal Shed .
Nuel Iil

Pioneer Elevator

Eagle Grove
Lambert Coal

Vincent

\
IPS Power Plant

Farm Supply Walnut

Depot McNeal Grain Grove

I~ T Wwardsas s T e e b T s O~

Rendering by Stephen M. Priest, MMR, 2017 /
any Elevators Grain Bins ,
) To Clarion /
— D - /
/
/
' /
ing ,
/
/
Feed Mill | Solberg - Lower Level /
Fuel Co. Elevator Coal Shed /
Stock Yards /
] —— 38.0 L - /
= .

May 2017 51



ning. At Eagle Grove, we added
the independent CN&W to serve
the Boone Valley soybean plant
and some business tracks. At
Clarion, the CGW continues
north side-by-side with the inde-
pendent Rock Island Railroad to
Belmond, Iowa, and on to Min-
neapolis. The RI continues to
Estherville staging, which is lo-
cated beside the CGW Minneapo-
lis staging. At Belmond, there is
a nine-foot peninsula hosting the
independent Minneapolis & St.
Louis Railroad, which serves an-
other soybean plant.

As an afterthought, we con-
structed a line from Clarion east
through the backdrop and de-
scending to a lower level to Chi-
cago staging with the two towns of
Solberg and Coulter on the line;
Solberg hosts a standard 30-car
siding,

Back to Fort Dodge, head-
ing west, we decided to build
the 15-foot-long signature High
Bridge. After we crossed the
bridge, it was decided to build
a 20-foot wing view-block wall,
which added the towns of West
Fort Dodge and Moorland. From
there we ran into Roelyn and on
to Omaha staging. Note: Omaha
Staging is above the Minneapolis
/Estherville staging,

The Fort Dodge industrial pen-
insula hosts the CGW with street
running on a stub-ended line with
the independent Fort Dodge-Des
Moines & Southern railroad (FDS)
running parallel in the mud. Both
ran for about 23 feet until it was
decided to add an additional sev-
en feet, making the peninsula 30
feet long. This peninsula repre-
sents 12 blocks of the hometown
that my wife Sue and I grew up in.

The front porch was sus-
pended, and its original purpose
was storage. With eagerness, the
crew decided to encroach on
that area, and another 52 feet of
trackage was added for both the
CGW and the FDS. The FDS has
a larger presence with the addi-
tion of a five-track yard and eight
industries.
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Wiring

The majority of the bus wir-
ing was installed before the table
top was laid in place. I figured
that the bus line wiring could be
pulled in while standing up rath-
er than later from a position un-
derneath the layout. I used No.
12 solid copper for the bus lines.
Every rail section is connected
to the No. 12 wire bus line with
No. 22 stranded wire. The drops
were attached to the bus line with
the 3M suitcase connectors. They
are quick and have a good track
record.

Much later, we installed a reg-
ulated 12-volt/5-volt DC central-
ized power supply (a repurposed
computer power supply) to elim-
inate all the independent wall
warts.

We also installed a fast clock
system. These were strategically
placed so that no one is ever out
of sight of a clock.

Safety Features

We installed several battery-
powered stand-by emergency
lighting units. There are only two
windows in the basement, and
when we've had an outage, it gets
inky dark.

We also framed in the free-
standing view-block wall three
egress openings that provide an
escape path from the layout area
to the rear exit door.

In addition, I had two custom-
built magnetic lift-out bridges
built and installed by Andover
Tool Company Industries at the
back door, which is the second
entrance / exit for the basement
for emergency purposes. That
ground-level entrance also per-
mits handicapped operators ac-
cess to the layout, and it's been
utilized on several occasions for
that purpose. I had a third mag-
netic lift-out bridge installed at
the entrance to the FDS main
yard area, which also serves as
my wife’s storage room below the
layout. These three bridges are
secured in place with magnets,

and they lift straight out with
one motion. The bridges are also
wired to interrupt the approach
track circuit when removed from
the opening.

Table Top = Sheet
Rock Central

My first big decision was to
decide whether to use the tradi-
tional plywood for the table top or
follow the lead of my friends from
LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and use

sheetrock, a.k.a. plaster board.
The decision did not come with-
out lots of controversy and raised
eyebrows. In the past, I had at-
tended operating sessions in La-
Crosse, and I noticed that sever-
al of the layout owners used the




sheetrock as the table top. On the
second trip to LaCrosse, I enlist-
ed the advice of four gentlemen
with construction, engineering,
and attention-to-detail knowledge
to check out the LaCrosse layout
owners’ use of sheetrock to en-
sure its integrity. At the end of the
trip, the four gentlemen reported
to me that they could not find
fault with the sheetrock and went
on to mention that the material
did not expand nor contract with
the changes in humidity.

I'll be the first to admit that
cutting the sheetrock was messy,
especially with a Roto Zip tool.
However, the majority of the cuts
were made by another gentle-
man and myself the days before

the normal work sessions, which
kept the mess to a minimum.

The sheetrock received a coat
of cheap paint and then was se-
cured to the benchwork with ad-
hesive caulk. We found that over
the past 10 years, there has been
no movement in the benchwork.
It's the same principle as the walls
of a residential or a commercial
building structure. Since my ini-
tial decision to use the sheetrock,
three other local layout owners
have been convinced to follow the
practice, and they are happy with
the results.

Trackwork

Cork roadbed was used for
the main track, and it is secured

to the sheetrock with adhesive
caulk. The Atlas Code 83 flex
track is also secured to the cork
with adhesive caulk. The passing
sidings are installed on double-
sided camper tape to establish
a height differential. The busi-
ness tracks are installed directly
on the sheetrock with adhesive
caulk.

We use the standard Atlas
turnouts with Caboose Hobbies
ground throws. There are four
Tortoise switch machines and
12 Blue Point switch controls at
hard-to-reach locations.

Control System

I use the EasyDCC system. To
support the 350 feet of main track

Belmond
Soybean
Complex
RMC Editor Stephen
Priest and his son Joel
built this complex in
seven days. It was the
first scenicked area on
the layout. It is still a fa-
vorite pick for operators
because of its interest-
ing track layout and the
challenges of servicing
the facility.
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Clarion
Tower

The Rock Island Local

sits and waits its turn
past the Clarion tower
during an operating ses-
sion. The three SD40s are
brand new to the rail-
road and are in charge of
a manifest train.

Ft. Dodge

The local crew is just
about to pull and set
cars from the CGW
freighthouse. The large
structure is scratchbuilt
and took many hours to
build. The Ft. Dodge local
jobs are a favorite of the
local crews.

and associated sidings and yards,
we installed four single boosters
and two dual boosters. The sys-
tem has two radio receivers that
support eight radio throttles. In
addition, I installed two circuits
of RG-6 cable to support eight
tethered throttles. These throttles
handle the frozen operating posi-
tions on the CGW and the FDS.

Crossing Signals,
Gates, and a CTC
Machine

At this time, there are five
crossings at grade with the for-
eign roads. The crossing at Moor-
land with the M&St.L is an in-
terlocking plant with operating
lift gates controlled by a toggle
switch. It is slated to be connect-
ed to the computer so that it op-
erates at random. There is an au-
tomatic plant at Fort Dodge with
the FDS, and it operates by photo
cells. The plant at Eagle Grove
with the C&NW is a poor man’'s
interlocking operated by a rotary
selector switch and an actuator
button. The crossing at Clarion
with the RI is operated by a small
CTC machine. The plant controls
the signals for the crossing, plus

54 RaiLroaD MobpeL CRAFTSMAN

Y

it controls the powered junction
track switch for the CGW. The
machine is programmed to fleet
the lineup for the RI side because
of the numerous switching move-
ments on both sides of the plant.
This feature saves Rock Island
operators having to continually
press the actuator button as they
switch out the cars on either side
of the plant. The last plant at Bel-
mond with the Rock Island again
is presently a stop sign-controlled
plant. A lift-type gate is being built
to replace the stop signs.

Our signal maintainer is very

busy installing several highway

crossing signal sets, one being a
Griswold stop sign banner type.
At a later date, we hope to install
the flashing train order signals,
which was a signature signal in
the later CGW days.

Phone System

We have a push-to-talk, party
line telephone system so that all
the trains can report (“OS”) their
location as they progress or are
delayed on the main tracks and
the sidings. The system is driv-
en by a genuine Western Elec-



tric power supply. The train dis-
patcher (“DS”) has call buttons for
each of the 14 station phone box
locations. The system is wired up
with a buzzer that sounds when a
station is paged, and at the same
time, a flashing LED is illuminat-
ed both at the remote station call
box and on the DS call panel. Both
of the LEDs continue to flash until
the station operator picks up the
handset. The DS call panel also
has cancellation buttons so that
he can cancel the call(s). The DS
has a genuine Western Electric
scissors telephone complete with
a single headset. In addition, I in-
stalled a speaker box in case the
headset becomes uncomfortable.
The DS also has a foot switch for
his telephone to keep his hands
free to write on the train sheet.

Buildings and
Structures

Since I'm more of a train oper-
ator than a model builder, all the
structures on the railroad have
been built by others. There is a
mix of scratchbuilt, kitbuilt, and
kitbashed structures decorat-
ing the entire layout. Most of the
buildings have the flavor of proto-
type structures that were present
in 1967.

One of the signature struc-
tures is the 15-foot bridge mim-
icking the one presently located
at Fort Dodge, Iowa. The proto-
type bridge used by Union Pa-
cific today is 103 years old, 140-
feet high at the Des Moines River,
and it is about 2,588 feet long.
The model was built in a single
piece by two local modelers. The
main component was the box
that was used as the base, and
it was constructed of basswood
from St. Albert’s, Alberta, Can-
ada. The bridge structure was
partly scratchbuilt, and the bal-
ance of its parts are from Micro
Engineering. I made several trips
over this bridge in my youth on
the signal maintainer’s motor car
and later as an engineman.

Another huge signature struc-
ture is the water tower located at

Fort Dodge. The prototype wa-
ter tower was a 300,000-gallon
capacity tank towering 250 feet
high, 180 feet in diameter, and
it served a population of 35,000.
The model was shaped with a
homemade vacuum form. The
pattern for the curved top and the
bottom of the tank was a 12-inch
flat bottom frying pan with the
handle removed. The legs were
held in place during the construc-
tion of the model with a laser-cut
template. It took 61 feet of wire
to form the multi layers of cross
connections.

The grain elevators are anoth-
er grouping of interesting struc-
tures. All 15 of them reflect the
general shape and size of the pro-
totype. One of the modelers ac-
tually traveled to several of the
country elevators and took pho-
tos and measured them.

Scenery

We use the Highball brand
ballast for all our tracks. It's
mixed in different combinations
so that there is a color differen-
tial between the competing rail-
roads. The basic ground scenery
is made up of a combination of
ceiling tile, plaster cloth, Wood-
land Scenics ground cover, Goop,
Highball gravel, actual Iowa dirt,
and Super Trees.

Rolling Stock and Mo-
tive Power

The rolling stock is a cornuco-
pia of secondhand cars, scratch-
built cars, kitbashed cars, and
new cars. I also have some ex-
tended-vision wooden cabooses
that were unique to the CGW;
they were built from kits thatI de-
veloped in association with Amer-
ican Model Builders.

The road motors are mostly
older Stewart units equipped with
sound and working Mars lights.
The roster also has a sprinkling
of Proto, Athearn, Kato, Broad-
way, Atlas, Bowser, InterMoun-
tain, and Bachmann units. Some
of them are equipped with sound
and lighting.

Special Features

At seven locations, there are
repurposed slide-out keyboard
trays serving as desks for the
footboard yardmasters and the
switch crews. Under the porch
area, we built a long counter to
serve as a desktop for both the
FDS and the CGW. At other lo-
cations, there are clipboards to
hold switch lists.

At all six transfer track lo-
cations, double waybill boxes
represent each road and those
boxes are color-coordinated to
represent the individual road,
i.e., CGW = a maroon box, FDS
= ayellow box, M & St .L = a blue
box, CNW = a green box, and RI
= ared box.

My wife hung black curtains
around most of the benchwork.

Recently, we installed 25 drink
holders on the layout fascia,
which keep the stains on the lay-
out to a minimum.

Waybills, Train Pack-
ets, and Switch Lists

My two-sided waybills are
set up in the simplest format to
make it understandable for any
one-time visitor. On the proto-
type, at the onset of a run, most
conductors and brakemen want
to know where the cars in their
train are scheduled to be set out
and what towns require a pickup
that trip — nothing more, nothing
less. The movement on my CGW
is toward one of the three staging
areas (Omaha, Chicago, or Min-
neapolis) or to a specific industry
spot at a given townsite. I've never
been a computer person; there-
fore, I do not have the patience to
spend time on a computer direct-
ing cars to offline destinations.
I leave it up to the staging genie
to route the cars from staging to
Timbuktu. I oversimplified the
waybills to display the simplest
form of movement. If operators
want to know where the car is
heading in the real world, he/she
can ask the phantom yardmaster
at one of the staging yards. I do
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Meet

At
Florence

A brace of motors take
the siding at Florence to
meet the time freight.
CGW was well-known
for its large fleet of
EMD F- Units (“covered
wagons”). The railroad
rostered these units in
several interesting paint
schemes, two of which

are shown in this image.

S6

not read anything other than the
route at other layouts, and I do
not expect anyone to read other
than the basic route on the CGW.

Since some of my trains move
drag (through) cars across the
system, I've combined those car
cards onto a consolidated multi-
bill. The single card represents
a number of cars billed by the
clerk to the far terminal. In a
train packet representing a 30-
car train, this form saves a lot of
space in the packets.

All my train packets are trans-
parent. The first card in the
packet has the train number and
a destination that can be read
through the front of the packet.
In addition, there is a brief expla-
nation of the train’s duties. The

RaiLroap MopeL CRAFTSMAN

last card in the packet is reversed
and readable through the back of
the packet. It is the engine card,
which contains the numbers of
the motors and a DCC acquire
number.

I have plenty of blank switch
lists for any operator inclined to
use them. One operator called
them an inventory list. I call them
another tool to aid in the fun. I
also have preprinted shove lists
similar to switch lists that con-
tain a car line up for spotting on
tracks with facing point move-
ments only.

Operation Philosophy
Everyone in the model railroad

hobby comes from a different per-

spective. Some received an Amer-

ican Flyer or a Lionel train when
they were young, some lived near
a railroad, some had a neighbor
who had a train set up in his /
her basement or attic, some have
a member of their family who
worked for the railroad, some
rode a train at some point in their
lives, and a few actually worked
for the railroad. From my seat on
the locomotive, peering out the
front window keeping a watchful
set of eyes focused on the right-of-
way ahead of the locomotive and
watching for the signals and po-
tential obstructions brought me
to a narrow modeling focus. I did
not study the individual freight
cars trailing behind me. So the
knowledge of what types of cars I
moved across the many divisions
was foreign to me; I didn’t care —
unless it affected the safety of the
movement. Therefore, I cheated
myself out of the opportunity of
knowing the different types of
cars beyond the basic boxcar,
hopper car, and flatcar. My focus
was on moving a train from Ter-
minal A to Terminal B. When I
worked the switch engines, I got
a closer look at the different cars,
but even that exposure was from
the seat on which I was perched.
So, my passion for model rail-
roading is moving groups of cars
from one place to another, be it a
staging track at the other end of a
layout or spotting a car at a cer-
tain industry.

The CGW model railroad is
operated with the flavor of the
prototype, but in my case, mod-
eling the sleepy west end of the
system, I've increased the volume
of the traffic of the prototype by
433 percent for operational fun
value. If I were to operate only the
number of trains mimicking the
prototype, the OP session would
probably last 90 minutes in real
time.

The main line is a 350-foot
single point-to-point non-signaled
route with six 30-car length sid-
ings for meeting 30-car trains. We
currently operate with 18 opera-
tors, covering a dispatcher’s job,



three
four frozen switch jobs, three
road locals, two passenger trains,
a few miscellaneous trains, and
numerous time freights.

The dispatcher has a desk
and a train sheet and controls
the traffic with the “Mother May
I” system. He orchestrates about
22 trains in a three-hour opera-
tion session.

Conclusion

Since I lived with a rule book
for 43 years, there are very few
rules on this CGW. Rule No. 1:
have fun! I'm told that we are men
playing with plastic. I'm also told
we are imaginengineers. Another
one of my friends told me that we
are attempting to buy back our
youth.

We have a medium-sized
group who meets for lunch every
Tuesday, and then we work on
the layout, transforming it from

footboard yardmasters,

the Sheet Rock Central to a very
pleasing scenicked model rail-
road. There is a scenery crew, a
backdrop crew, a ballast crew,
a buildings crew, a signal crew,
a forester, a car shop crew, and
the Go-Fer. Some Tuesdays, we
solve the world’s problems. Oth-
er Tuesdays, we BS, and most
weeks we complete another incre-
ment of scenery and/or construc-
tion. I find that model railroading
is fun from many perspectives.
And remember; “It takes a village
to build a large model railroad!”

Belmond Soybean
plant Complex

Eight days before a major op-
erating event here in Kansas City,
our work crew sent a 4x8-foot
wooden framework topped with
sheet rock out the door with Ste-
phen Priest, editor of RMC. His
task was to design and build a
soybean complex complete with

trackage — someday.

Seven days later, Stephen and
his son Joel knocked on our door
and delivered a fully scenicked
and operating soybean plant
ready to run. No one on the plan-
et could believe this took place
in seven days. They had built all
the structures, laid and wired
the trackwork, and detailed and
weathered the scene. Stephen lat-
er commented with a bit of frus-
tration that the big holdup was
waiting for Walthers to deliver
the structures and detail parts so
that they could begin working on
the facility! I asked two gentlemen
to hook up the tracks to the main
layout, and on the eighth day, we
operated the Belmond Central
Soya soybean plant during the KC
operating event.

“No kiddin’; this really hap-
pened!” and I've got many wit-
nesses to this fact! &uc

Ft. Dodge
The heart of Ft. Dodge
was served by two rail-

roads: Chicago Great
Western and Ft. Dodge,
Des Moines & Southern.
The CGW is seen switch-
ing industries on the left
side of the image while
the Ft.DDM&S is puilling
cars with two of its GE
44-tonners. Incidently,
prior to the little GEs, the
Ft.DDM&S used boxcabs
under cantenary to do
its work. The prototype
is 12 blocks long and the
model is 36-foot long.
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Colorful
Scenery
Joseph combines the col-
ored sawdust with other
commercially available
scenery products to pro-
duce a realistic grassy
meadow on his HO-scale
Big Island Rail Corp.
layout.

CRAFTSMAN/Joseph Kreiss, photos by the author

We live in a high-tech mod-
el railroading world these days.
There is 3-D printing, laser-cut
kits, and even affordable laser-
cutting machines available for
home hobby use. We have DCC,
sound-equipped locomotives and
accessories, plus modelers can
now control movements of their
trains with a smartphone!

The hobby has certainly come

58 RaiLroaD MobpeL CRAFTSMAN

a long, long way from when I
started model railroading as a
teenager in the “blue box” era. It
has exploded with products and
modeling methods that, up to just
a few years ago, never existed.
One area of the hobby that has
seen tremendous advancements
in the past few years is scenery
products. We don't just have ge-
neric trees; we can purchase al-




most every species of trees that
grows on the planet. Add to that
static grass, ground foam, scale
tree leaves, sunflowers, cattails,
and corn stalks. If we want it for
our layouts, it’s likely someone of-
fers it commercially for sale.

To model realistic scenery for
our layouts, it's not as much the
individual plants or trees as it is
the sum of the whole. Convincing
scenery is made from a combina-
tion of materials and textures. I
like combining some of the mod-
ern stuff with old school scenery
methods I grew up using. One of
those throwback scenery materi-
als is colored sawdust.

Model railroaders are a re-
sourceful lot, especially those of
us on a tight modeling budget.
Modern-day scenery products can
be pricey. And, if there’s a lot of
bare plaster to cover between the
tracks, the cost of doing scenery
on a layout can get expensive very
fast.

I find it challenging and ex-
tremely rewarding to take a totally
unrelated material or object and
transform it into a usable item
for the layout. My wife Kim and
I are in the process of restoring
our 90-year-old bungalow. A by-
product of those construction and
woodworking projects is sawdust
— lots of sawdust! And as silly as
it may sound, I have a hard time
sweeping the garage floor of saw-
dust and just dumping it into the
trash can. I've been saving this
bio-mass for months for eventu-
al use on my two layouts. (I also
wash my disposable plastic flat-
ware, but that's another story.)

Many of the “old hats” of the
hobby remember using fabric
dyes, such as RIT, and making
a huge mess mixing and stain-
ing tubs of sawdust to represent
grass or dirt for our 4x8-foot ply-
wood pikes. The dye was a pain to
mix. It would stain hands, clothes,
or carpet and get us into trouble
with our spouses. As I recall, it
never did look all that convincing.
Maybe the color of the dye wasn’t
right. But with new, non-toxic and

Supplies
Before starting, Joseph
gathers the supplies
needed to color sawdust
for scenery ground cover.

Non-Toxic
Paint

Joseph uses non-toxic
craft paints to color the
sawdust, mixing a vari-
ety of green shades for
grass.

Thinning
Using a mix ratio of
three parts rubbing al-
cohol to one part water
helps the sawdust dry
faster after mixing. Pre-
mix the thinned paint
mixture before adding
the sawdust.
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Adding the
Dust

Slowly stir the sawdust
into the paint mixture,
adding more rubbing
alcohol or sawdust
until the sawdust is
well-soaked and evenly
coated with the color.

Scenery
Batter

The sawdust should
absorb all the thinned
color wash, have a nice,
even color and not be
dripping.

Finished

The colored sawdust
should have the con-
sistency of damp sand
when done correctly.
Dump the sawdust onto
several layers of newspa-
per after mixing.

much “neater” staining methods
on the market today, colored saw-
dust, when used with other scen-
ery products, is a very useful tool
in any model railroader’s scenery
arsenal.

Gathering the
Materials

I've found that MDF (medium
density fiberboard), available at
most well-stocked lumber yards
and home improvement centers,
produces the best, most uniform
sawdust. It normally comes in
4x8-foot sheets of varying thick-
ness and is used for making cabi-
nets, furniture, and other con-
struction projects. Plywood or
Douglas fir dimensional lumber
tends to make a coarser sawdust,
flecked with larger wood chips
that don’t look good as part of
the finished ground cover. Hard-
woods, such as walnut or oak, do
not absorb the stains as readily as
the soft woods do.

A good time to start collecting
sawdust is during the benchwork
and layout room construction
phase. If it's too late for that, drop
by your local lumber yard, cabi-
net maker, or home improvement
store and ask if they have any
waste sawdust you can have. It's
a good idea to go prepared with
containers in which to carry the
sawdust home.

Before dropping the sawdust
into the paint, take a quick look
at the sawdust and remove any
foreign objects such as rocks,
carpet strands, pet fur, lawn clip-
pings, or any large slivers of wood
that may have been swept up from
your latest project. If you have a
woodworking shop with saws and
sanders that have a sawdust col-
lection system, the wood waste
will likely be free of unwanted
materials. I still like to go over
the sawdust and remove any out-
of-scale pieces. I also sift the saw-
dust using window screen or a
kitchen strainer to catch larger
chunks and create a finer grade of
sawdust for special uses like tree
or bush foliage.
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Once I have a good amount of
sawdust ready, I gather a selec-
tion of various green, yellow, and
brown water-based acrylic craft
paints, the ones at the local craft
store or retailers like Wal-Mart. I
also have a small bottle of 50 per-
cent isopropyl rubbing alcohol,
some tap water, a few large, clean
coffee cans with lids, a stir stick,
and a few paint brushes close at
hand.

I begin by squirting two or
three different natural-looking
shades of green and maybe some
yellow or tan craft paint into a
large coffee can used as a mix-
ing and storage vessel. The ratio
of colors depends on the shade
I want for the ground cover. I'll
use lighter green-yellow paints for
new growth, darker green paints
for old grown, or even tans and
brown paint to represent dry and
dying grass. There really isn’'t any
right or wrong color mix as long
as the color looks natural.

I add a good splash of the
rubbing alcohol and water to
the paint. I try to have roughly a
three-parts alcohol to one-part
water ratio. Using more alcohol
than water helps moisture in the
paint evaporate faster, helping the
sawdust to dry. I use a medium-
sized paintbrush to mix the paint
and liquids together and add

B

more paint if I want to adjust the
color. I try to achieve a strong col-
or wash consistency in the paint,
adding more alcohol as needed.
The key is to have plenty of color
to tint the sawdust completely yet
have the mixture thin enough to
easily soak into the sawdust.

Making Sawdust
Ground Cover

This is where the fun begins.
When I'm happy with the color
and the consistency of my color
wash, I slowly pour the sawdust
into the paint mixture using a stir
stick to help coat all the sawdust
with the color. Continue to add
sawdust and stir until the color
wash completely coats the saw-
dust and the liquid in the mixing
container has been absorbed. If
the sawdust looks too dry, add a
splash of rubbing alcohol to the
container and continue to stir. If
the sawdust looks too wet, add a
little more sawdust and stir it in.
The colored sawdust should have
the consistency of damp sand.

Once the sawdust is complete-
ly mixed and colored, I dump the
batch onto several layers of news-
paper. Using the stir stick, I spread
the damp sawdust over the news-
paper into a thin, even layer. I let
the sawdust dry overnight in the
train room or other warm spot.

Adding Leaves to Trees

The same method is used to add leaves to miniature trees using the
finer-grade sifted sawdust.The sawdust can be oversprayed with hair-
spray after the spray adhesive dries. This secures the bond of the saw-
dust to the tree. Various shades can be added to the tree to simulate

the sun and shade sides of the tree.

Drying

Using the stir stick,
spread the damp saw-
dust out on newspaper
into a thin layer. This
will help the sawdust
dry faster and prevent
clumps.

Sifting

Once the sawdust is
completely dry, sift to
produce a finer grade of
sawdust ground cover if
desired and remove any
larger or out-of-scale
looking pieces of wood
from the batch.

Graded

Sifting the sawdust pro-
duces a finer grade of
the ground cover, which
is good for representing
leaves or foliage on mod-
eled trees or bushes.

Adhesive
Using a craft store spray
adhesive, the author
lightly sprays the tops
of lichen clumps before
adding colored sawdust

“leaves.”

Adding
Leaves

The sprayed lichen clump
can be dipped into the
colored sawdust, or the
sawdust can be sprinkled
onto the spray adhesive
for a lighter coating.
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Adhesive
The author paints a thick
layer of matte medium
to his layout’s scenery
base as an adhesive for
the colored sawdust
ground cover.

Adding
Foliage

The sawdust ground
cover is liberally sprin-
kled over the wet matte
medium.

Wet Water

The author sprays wet
water onto the sawdust
to thoroughly soak it
and help wick the matte
medium into the ground

cover.

I'll give the sawdust an occasional
stir to keep the material from dry-
ing in clumps or sticking together.
When completely dried, I transfer
the newly tinted sawdust into the
plastic mixing container and snap
on a lid until ready for use on the
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layout. It's also a good idea to la-
bel the sawdust container, so the
color needed can be easily found.

Adhering the Scenery
Material

I apply the sawdust on the

layout using a couple of differ-
ent techniques. If the area I am
working on is bare white plaster,
I'll coat the plaster with a thick
coat of dirt-colored acrylic paint.
While the paint is still wet, I'll
sprinkle the colored sawdust over
the paint, which acts as the adhe-
sive. If the area has already been
painted or a base coat of dirt or
grass is in place, I will brush on
a coat of matte medium, such as
Mod Podge. Other commercially
available scenery cements can be
used as well. I sprinkle the saw-
dust over the matte medium then
apply “wet water’ (tap water with a
drop or two of dish detergent add-
ed to break the surface tension of
the water) using a spray bottle un-
til the sawdust is very wet. This
helps the matte medium or paint
base coat to wick up into the saw-
dust to help it adhere. I will also
drizzle on diluted white glue in
thicker areas to make it stay in
place when dry. I might repeat
these steps several times to layer
the sawdust until the new ground
cover looks thick and lush.

I can also use the colored saw-
dust to add patches of sawdust
grass in fields, along roadways,
railroad tracks, and creeks, or
along the bottom of a structure’s
foundation. I carefully sprinkle
the sawdust in these areas, mov-
ing it into taller mounds or patch-
es with a dry paintbrush. Once
that's done, T'll gently spray the
sawdust with wet water, and then
go back in with the diluted white
glue mixture, carefully applying it
on the dampened sawdust with a
squeeze bottle or pipette. A pal-
ette knife or small spatula can be
used to maneuver the wet saw-
dust into place.

A Mix of Old and New

I combine the old school saw-
dust with the modern static grass
to add layers and texture with
great results. Once the base lay-
ers of colored sawdust are glued
in place and dry, I once again ap-
ply a coat of matte medium in the
spots I want the static grass, push
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in the applicator’s ground pin into
the scenery, and apply the static
grass where desired.

Other types of commercial-
ly available bushes, weeds, and
trees are added to complete the
scene. I like the results of com-
bining several different shades of
colored sawdust to an area with
commercially available scenery
and ground cover products and
natural materials I find around
the yard. The various layers of tex-
tures and colors really add to the
realism of the modeled scenery.

Another use for the colored
sawdust ground cover is to add
leaves to model trees. I find the
sawdust is more coarse and ir-
regular and looks more like scale
leaves than ground foam. By be-
ing able to custom blend colors
for the sawdust, any season can
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be represented, from spring to
fall. I stretch poly foam over the
tree branches, lightly coat with
a spray adhesive, sprinkle with
darker-colored sawdust first, and
then spray again with glue, top-
ping the tree with lighter colors to
give depth and dimension to the
foliage. I use this same technique
for smaller bushes, using lichen
or stretched polyfiber sprayed
with glue and dusted with the col-
ored sawdust. By having smaller
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amounts of red-, purple-, and
yellow-colored sawdust on hand,
a sprinkling these colors on the
completed bushes gives the im-
pression of blooming flowers.

I recommend you go “old
school” and give this tried-and-
true scenery method another
look. The cost is minimal, the re-
sults good, and I think you’'ll agree
that using this throwback colored
sawdust still has a place on to-
day’s layouts. &uc

Detail
The amount of detail
that is attainable in a
scene is apparent. The
sawdust is cheap and
easy to work with.

Completed
Scene

The finished scene looks
great. Notice the addi-
tion of the static grass.
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GSI 45’ PULPWOOD FLAT

SBD 45607
Above: A close inspection
will show the rotary slack
adjuster hanging below
the side under the car
number. This shot was
taken at Hamlet, North
Carolina, on May 14, 1983.
— Paul Faulk photo
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In the August 2015 issue of
RaiLroaD MopeL CrRaFTsMAN, We took
a look at General Steel Indus-
tries’s (GSI) 50-ton capacity 38-
foot inside length cast-steel pulp-
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GSIl 45’ Pulpwood Flat

CRAFTSMAN/James Kinkaid

wood car. Even as those cars were
being produced, some railroads
requested higher-capacity cars.
In early 1956, the Frisco took de-
livery of the first GSI car rated at
70-tons capacity. While the 38-foot
cars were nominally rated at 22
cords, even with 14-inch end ex-
tensions, the cars managed to car-
ry only about 25 cords of wood.
The newer cars were not only
longer (at 45-feet, O-inches inside
length) but could carry approxi-
mately 31 cords of wood and are
the subject of this month's draw-
ings and article.

As mentioned in the prior ar-
ticle, GSI supplied kits for the
smaller cars. In fact, all the known
38-foot cars were built by the own-
ing roads with General Steel sim-
ply supplying the raw castings for
the owners to finish at their shops.

ACL 111764

There are a number of subtle differences
in this car and the one presented in this
month's drawings. One bigger change was
with the location of the brake retaining
valve. The shot was taken at Woodland,
Georgia, on April 14, 1965. — Larry Goolsby
photo

Although this held true for some
of the early orders of the 45-foot
cars, GSI began to furnish com-
pleted cars by 1963. This 1963
order was built at the Eddystone,
Pennsylvania, shops. After that, it
would appear that all production
took place at GSI's Granite City,
Illinois, shops. (The cars not con-
firmed as being built at Granite
City were likely to have been built
there too.) To this must be added
the set of cars built by American
Car & Foundry for Atlantic Coast
Line in early 1957. ACF expert
Ed Hawkins notes that this was a
most unusual occurrence; it may
be that ACLs Waycross Shops
was simply too busy with other
projects.

The 45-foot cars resembled the
earlier 38-foot ones in several re-
spects. For example, the canted
deck continued to drop the same
amount (about seven inches) to
make the “V” in the deck profile.
And the side sill depth remained
the same at 24 inches at the cen-
ter of the car. As can be seen, the
end bulkheads were higher, and I
suspect that these were the same
bulkhead castings as used on the




regular bulkhead flats (as used for
wallboard service, for example).
The car’s overall width remained
the same at 8-feet, 8-inches.

That said, there were some
changes made. Besides the obvi-
ous length and height differences,
the main castings themselves were
somewhat different. For example,
the 45-foot car’s “center sill” (I use
quotation marks here since the
car did not really have true center
sills, but rather cast this function
into the main casting) lower flang-
es turn inward on them versus
outward on the smaller one. In ad-
dition, the 45-foot car “cross bear-
ers” (again, in quotation marks

"

&

since these were also integral to
the main casting) met the side sills
about midway up, instead of at the
bottom of the sills. A comparison
with the August drawing detail “C”
and this month’s “view A-A” should
explain this much better.

Some differences

Norfolk & Western assembled
its 25 cars with rather unusual
decks. These cars had humps
pressed into them, apparently in
an effort to stiffen the floor sheets. I
have provided two detail drawings
to show the deck sheet design. In
addition, the outer end bulkheads
had special brackets welded to

* . NORFOLK AND, ESTERN

their sides. Located between the
side grabs, they apparently were
installed to keep the loaders from
knocking off the grabs. I've also
provided an additional two detail
views of the N&W ends to illustrate
their layout and placement.

The post-merger order to the
SCL proper deserves mention.
A look at SCLs 110389 shows
several differences between this
order and the others. For start-
ers, an obvious change would be
those end bulkheads. The change
may have been made to save on
raw material costs. More subtle
is the fact that the side sill out-
(text continues on page 71)

N&W 2875

A builder’s photo taken
on December 1, 1961,
presumably at Princeton,
Virginia, where the car
was assembled. The
anti-fouling brackets are
placed between the bulk-
head side grabs.

MP 9381
Missouri Pacific took this
picture at its DeSoto (Mis-
souri) shops in November,
1957, when the car was
constructed there. — Ed
Hawkins collection

May 2017 65



il

I

1

|

|

A
1
)

|

i
U

|

|

:

.pl.ll.lllrr_.

O OOy OO OO, 8 Dy o0 OO e e T e o

L —

Ik & Western Plan

Norfo

= OO e o O OO 0 O 0 00 000 09 9 0O OO T, OO = K

Plan

i L | | 1 I i 1
: r =T — —_—————F
El




(e L 0}
[
i ,f\ AA A | ! I"|I | " 0 | All drawings created expressly for
I 1 > ”_‘fb = Railroad Model Craftsman by
| J ‘ s James Kinkaid

W i ! | copies may be made for

Y v U LY
= ] - noncommercial use only.
o = = = 4¢ > S Scale
EEEERIN i .
i

l ‘ | e,
l ;J | I ' ] | 1 | | | - FE— h v 'T; -
J L A

Norfolk & Western B End N&W Floor Sheet

i o [ I T T 7 T —F I 1 T 1 I
0 [—-,
0 ==
—— . — = _lih—-erau-_—— -
& |
e

|

4

L A 1 | J =

L

. éﬁu‘ﬁ:-—?‘-l = :)
he =

_.rl.'" -
.
8

1 1 I 1 1l

]
b
0
fl

-
<
:
b
:
]
]

ﬂ
7
g

-4 | S l
P
e »
s 4 F
|
- - r
s e
. ’ 12 &
S - - e -
o h - TR I




Above: In this image of SCL 110389, taken at Woodland, Georgia, on February 13, Below: In a rather unusual move, the ACL had American Car & Foundry assemble

1971, we can see the subtle changes in the side sill architecture mentioned in the one lot of pulpwood cars at the St. Louis plant in 1953. This may have been due
text. The bulkhead design change is much more obvious. — Larry Goolsby photo to the road’s Waycross shops being too busy to build the cars. — ACF photo, Ed
Hawkins collection
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ACL 111034
A publicity photo taken at

the station at Waycross,
Georgia, in June 1966. —
ACL photo, courtesy Paul
Faulk

ACL 111034
The “A” end was a little
different than the “B”
end, primarily due to the
lack of the extra upright
bracket for the grabs,
platform, and brake
housing. Shown in Re-
becca, Georgia, in March
1962. — Larry Goolsby
photo

ACL 111096

A two-year-old car at
Fayetteville, North Caro-
lina, on March 9, 1959. —
Col. Chet McCoid photo,
courtesy Bob’s Photo
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General Steel Industries 50-ton Pulpwood Car

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL

ACL

CCR
CIRR
MP
N&W
SAL

SCL
SLSF

SLSF

SSw
SSw
T&NO

ACL 111764

NUMBER SERIES
110900-111699

111700-111899

111900-111913

111914-112113

112114112413

3010-3015
4000-4011
9200-9399
2975-2999
45600-45649

110000-110499
5300-5449

5450-5549

88800-88849
88850-88899
9250-9299

i

2 to 5-57

2 to 6-65

7-65?

12-65 to 4-66

11-66 to 4-67

12-707?
7-70?
11-57
12-61
2-63

5 to 12-70
4-567?

11-57

7 to 8-57
6 to 7-58
1958

BUILT By

ACF St. Louis lot O1-

4861
GSl

GSl

GSI Granite City

GSI Granite City

GSl

GSl

MP DeSoto
N&W Princeton

GSI Granite City
SLSF

SLSF

SSW
SSwW

T&NO New Orleans

A nicely painted car found at Woodland, Georgia, on April 14, 1965. — Larry Goolsby photo

70 RaiLroap MobpeL CRAFTSMAN

W-6, to SCL 410900-411699, to
SBD/CSXT 402154-402933

W-6, to SCL 411700-411899, to SBD/
CSXT 402934-403133

W-6, to SCL 411900-411913, to SBD/
CSXT 403134-403147

W-6, to SCL 411914-412113, to SBD/
CSXT 403134-403147, different un-
derframe casting

W-6, to SCL 411914-412113, to SBD/
CSXT 403134-403147, different un-
derframe casting

to MP 731000-731197, ends extended
F-7

WS-6, to SCL 845600-845649, to
SBD/CSXT 403648-403697

LP-1, to SBD/CSXT 401660-402153

to BN 610800-611048, to BNSF
575061-575068

to BN 610800-611048, to BNSF
575061-575068

P-70-1, to SP 702000-702049




(continued from page 65)

line changed above the trucks. A
guess would be that this was in-
troduced for wheel clearance is-
sues, although why so late in the
overall production run remains a
mystery. And finally, I can see no
evidence of support brackets for
the overhanging lip of the deck
along the car sides. These cars
were so different from the main-
stream orders for the cast pulp-
wood cars that I've only included
them in the roster in the interest
of completeness.

B 1 SR f"‘l

-

s

The Drawings

The drawings this month are
based on Seaboard Air Line’s or-
der built at Eddystone in early
1963. I had blueprints available
for these cars, the ACF order
built for ACL in mid-1957, and
also N&W’s order. All the main
castings were very much alike,
although they all differed some-
what with respect to the strik-
ers. As can be seen, the SAL cars
placed their retainer valves down
low, but it would appear that most
other orders placed them up near
the handbrake. And speaking of
handbrakes, these cars were sup-

plied with Klasing’s Model 1150.
SAL also included a Universal
brand rotary slack adjuster on the
cars. Surprisingly, the ACL cars
stuck with manual slack adjust-
ers (similar to the one seen in the
August drawing, and for which
I've provided a detailed drawing
this month) all the way up until
automatic adjusters were applied
to the last ACL order in late 1966
and into 1967.

Many thanks to Paul Faulk and
Larry Goolsby for their assistance.
And also thanks to the N&W His-
torical Society for making their
car’s blueprints available..&uc

ACL 111445
Loading underway at

an unrecorded location/
date. — Larry Goolsby
photo

ACL 112120
A scene at Manchester,
Georgia, taken in 1966.
Note the captive bear-

ing trucks, fondly used
by ACL. — Larry Goolsby
photo
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ACL 111955
Note the hand-painted
reporting marks on this
car, seen at Camden,
South Carolina, on No-
vember 21, 1978. The car
was out of the General
Steel Industries order
delivered in late 1965 and
early 1966. It had a differ-
ent casting pattern num-
ber than the other orders
but seems similar in all
visible respects. —Paul
Faulk photo

SAL 45681
One problem with the
open bulkheads is that
they are subject to abuse
from the logs, as this
picture illustrates. No
date or location. — Larry
Goolsby photo
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» G0 Transit at 50
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look at the world of passenger rail from
yesterday and today! Enjoy 80 pages of in-depth
color coverage including...

o Illinois Central’s City of New Orleans

o The Streamliners of 1947

» Toronto's GO Transit Turns 50
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Offer good through May 31, 2017
Regular price $19.95 plus shipping
Order item PTA17

Pre-Order Your LCopy Today!

Visit shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com
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ReceiVing Yard compiled by Tony Cook

HO Scale

Product
News

Any company
wishing to submit
products or press
releases for Receiving
Yard may do so by
providing them to
the address below.
Submitted materials
will not be returned.

Please send

products to:

Railroad Model
Craftsman,

ATTN: Tony Cook,
P.0.Box 177
Plattsburg, MO 64477

Email: tcook @
rrmodelcraftsman.com

Summer delivery for Athearn’s Amtrak SDP40F

HO — Athearn’s all-new Gen-
esis SDP40F diesel will arrive
this summer decorated for Am-
trak’s red-nose Phase I paint
scheme and will feature the
flat-nose Phase II production
body. In addition to its Amtrak
offerings, Athearn will deliver

Broadway Limited delivers HO ES44AC diesel

HO —Broadway Limited
ports HO-scale model of General
Electric’'s (GE) ES44AC is now
available. This new HO release
comes with the company’s Para-
gon 3 Digital Command Control
sound and operating system that
works with the manufacturer’s
Rolling Thunder unit.

Broadway Limited’'s ES44AC
releases include the cab roof de-
tails replicating antenna arrays
used by Norfolk Southern and
Union Pacific. The production
includes a pair of black Nor-
folk Southern ES44AC exam-
ples (8128 and 8130), as well as
nine of the road’s Heritage ros-
ter members: Central of Geor-

Im-
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late-era rebuilt SDP40Fs as
they appeared in Santa Fe ser-
vice with pilot modifications
and notches carved out of the
nose, as well as other road-
specific details. Athearn will
make this release with Digital
Command Control and Tsuna-

gia, Conrail, Interstate Rail-
road, Lehigh Valley, Nickel Plate
Road, Norfolk & Western, Nor-
folk Southern (original), Penn-
sylvania Railroad, and Southern
Railway. Union Pacific ES44AC
models the road’s
“Building America” slogan and
come in two road numbers:
8096 and 8104. This new HO-

include

mi sound retailing for $309.98
with non-sound DC models
carrying a $209.98 suggested
retail price.

Athearn
1600 Forbes Way Suite 120
Long Beach, CA 90810
877-422-9316
www.athearn.com

scale ES44AC provides a vari-
able load-based smoke output
unit to simulate diesel exhaust.
The fully assembled diesel loco-
motive model carries a $329.99
suggested retail price.

Broadway Limited Imports
9 East Tower Circle
Ormond, FL 32174

386-673-8900
www.broadway-limited.com
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Aggregate Bin kit from Walthers

HO — Walthers offers an HO-scale
Aggregate Bin kit (#933-4090) re-
tailing for $14.98. Molded in light
gray plastic, the bulk loader
cludes overhead bins used for load-
ing coal, gravel, woodchips, and
more. The bays include clearance
of 2-3/16 inches, allowing for place-

in-

Classic Metal Works
trucks with trailers
and box delivery trucks

HO —Classic Metal Works recent-
ly released its 1960 Ford delivery
truck available with aluminum car-
go box and tractor cabs, retailing
for $19.75 each, offered in Corinthi-
an White (#30477), Goldenrod Yel-
low (#30478), and Monte Carlo Red
(#30476).

Classic Metal Works’ Chevrolet
1941-1946 box delivery truck now
comes decorated for Electro-Motive
Division, 7-Up, and Westinghouse.
The model retails for $19.75 and ar-
rives assembled with user-applied
rearview mirrors.

Classic Metal Works
3401 Silica Road
Sylvania, OH 43560
419-842-8114
www.classicmetalworks.com

ment over rails or over payment for
truck loading.
Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.
5601 W. Florist Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53218

800-487-2467
www.walthers.com

walipak g/

HYDRA-CUSHION

Re-tooled Walthers Proto
GP9 Phase I coming
HO — Walthers will produce a revised
version of its HO-scale Proto-series
GP9. The revised features will in-
clude metal grab irons and lift rings,
and more accurate hood contour for
the shell. Models will come in stan-
dard DC version (MSRP: $199.98),
as well as Digital Command Con-
trol-equipped with ESU-LokSound
Select audio (MSRP: $299.98). The
Phase I GP9 road names planned in-
clude Bangor & Aroostook, Burling-
ton Northern, Grand Trunk Western,
The Milwaukee Road, and Southern
Pacific.
Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.

5601 W. Florist Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53218
800-487-2467
www.walthers.com
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Kellogg boxcar kit from Battle Creek Model Railroad Club

HO — Exclusive Battle Creek Model
Railroad Club kits present Kellogg
HO-scale boxcars. The club offers
this 50-foot double-door boxcar dec-
orated for Kellogg Cereal lease service
in two schemes. One version presents
the car with KELX reporting marks,
while the other version presents a
blue patched “CBIR” and road num-
ber reporting mark area. The CBIR is
Battle Creek Model Railroad Club’s
Cereal Belt Industrial Railroad. The

Accurail-made HO-scale boxcar kit
comes with two road numbers for
each of the two lettering styles. The
kits sell for $25.99, plus $8 shipping
and handling to U.S. addresses. You
may send your check or money order
made out to BCMRRC at the address
provided.
Battle Creek Model
Railroad Club (BCMRRC)
2 West Michigan Avenue, Suite B-1
Battle Creek, MI 49015
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Kadee adds C&0 modernized boxcar

c&O
16287

capy 110000 X
LD LMT 128300

(1 Wt 497

HO —Kadee’s recently introduced
modernized version of its popular 40-
foot boxcar now comes decorated for
Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O). This new
HO-scale ready-to-run release pres-
ents a Boxcar Red model with white

MANUFACTURERS of

D|V|3|ons of Ye Olde Huff 'n Puff

On3, 0n30, and 0
@ Silver Streak Models @@ YOHP Turnout Switch
«@ Main Line Models Point Links (formerly Eshleman)
@@ Sugar Pine Models $4.00 for Catalog
@ AC Models @ LW Models (Specify Gauge)
@ Stewart Products SASE for S and Narrow Gauge

“THE NEXT BEST THING TO SCRATCH BUILDING... MAYBE BETTER”

P.0. Box 1103, Lewistown, PA 17044 « Ph:(717)248-8935
WWW. yeoldehuffnpuff com

op OR o7l

DF-19

lettering, including the “C&O for Prog-
ress” herald. Kadee’s release depicts a
1950-built prototype as it would have
looked following a 1971 visit to the
road’s shops. The model includes high
brake wheel, but lacks running boards

Automatic Fuse for DCC $4.95

HO & N no flicker
Passenger Car nghhng

** DETAILS NEVER PRODUCED
BEFORE..... VISIT OUR WEBSTORE

JUNKMAN'S TRUCK
“YOU CALL...WE HAUL"

INTO A PAIL
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CLASSIC
LUNCHTRUCK

0

PUMPING WATER MATERIAL HANDLING
CLAW

WWW, MODELTECHSTUDIOS COM

Po Box 1497 No Hampton NH 03862

“ANTIQUE"JUNKYARD

SCENE
LOG CAMF‘
FILER
“SAwW DocToR”

OSHO

on its roof. The $36.95 model comes
with 8-foot Youngstown sliding door.
Kadee Quality Products Co.
673 Avenue C, White City, OR 97503
541-826-3883
www.kadee.com

TUNNEL PARTAL

353TYLES IN HO N, AND O SCALE

HoNROE -,

wwmmonroemodels,us

www - C\f MW - com

CENTRAL VALLEY

E-MAIL: sales@cvmw.com

1203 Pike Lane - Oceano, CA 93445
PHONE: (805) 489-8586




Athearn FEF 4-8-4 Northern
returning with LokSound
HO — A new production of Athearn’s
Genesis-series Northern steam loco-
motive models will come with ESU-
LokSound as a factory-installed op-
tion. Due this October, the coming
group will include Union Pacific dec-
orated FEF-3 class Northern steam
locomotives in four different looks:
1946 two-tone gray, 1955 black with
silver front boiler, as well as post-
steam era No. 8444 (1962 and later
appearance) and contemporary No.

844 (2016 detail and decoration).

For this release, Athearn teams
with ESU to provide Digital Com-
mand Control and audio for this
Genesis Northern steam locomotive
model. ESU’s LokSound Select will
be tender-mounted and will feature
an all new digital recording of Union
Pacific No. 844 recorded in the fall of
2016. The sound output will include
synchronized cuff, whistle, bell,
blow-down, dyno,
and pop-off value audio. Operators
will have control of whistle (long and
short), bell, brake squeal, coupler
crash, and more. The non-sound At-
hearn Genesis FEF 4-8-4 Northern
carries a $519.98 suggested retail
price. The release with ESU-Lok-
Sound Select DCC and sound lists
for $619.98.

air compressor,

Athearn
1600 Forbes Way Suite 120
Long Beach, CA 90810
877-422-9316
www.athearn.com

Streetcar with
HO—A new enhanced version of
Bachmann’s PCC streetcar presents
digital control, sound, and light-
ing effects. Available in six liveries,
the new HO-scale model includes
SoundTraxx-made SoundValue sys-
tem for Digital Command Control
(DCC) and audio output. Addition-
ally, this new model includes illu-
mination on the end of the trolley
pole able to reproduce the sparking
effect of the prototype and comes
decorated for Allegheny Transit

sparking pole
(Pittsburgh), Chicago, New Jersey
Transit, Pacific Electric, Philadel-
phia Transit Company, and San Di-
ego. The $225 model includes oper-
ating headlight, illuminated interior,
die-cast power truck with new en-
hanced detail on wheels and brakes,
in addition to DCC and sound
capability.
Bachmann Industries, Inc.
1400 East Erie Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19124

800-356-3910
www.bachmanntrains.com

Broadway Limited Imports adds HO auxiliary tenders

HO —Broadway Limited
(BLI)
model for its line: auxiliary water
tenders. The planned production will
include Chesapeake & Ohio (black
and Safety Express scheme), The
Milwaukee Road, Norfolk & Western
(four numbers with gold road name,
and maroon stripe), Southern Pacific
(Daylight livery). Additionally, BLI
will release a black, unlettered water
tender. Broadway Limited Imports
states its HO-scale auxiliary water
tender matches prototypes used by
Norfolk & Western Class A, Y6b, and
J steam locomotives.

ON3 ~ ON30

WWW.SANJUANCARCO.COM

Imports
introduces a new HO-scale

The $79.99 model will include
many separately applied details in-
clude handrails, ladders, brake
wheel, and roof walkway, as well as
feature a detailed underbody. This
model will navigate curves from 18-
inch radius and wider and will come
with metal wheels and Kadee-com-
patible knuckle couplers. BLI's aux-
iliary water tender will include direc-
tional LED lights.

Broadway Limited Imports
9 East Tower Circle
Ormond, FL 32174

386-673-8900
www.broadway-limited.com

COMING IN MAY

CCURAIL’

=
s —

#1228 Norfolk & Western 2-Car Set §34.98

ol i 3
Boxcar Singles Available $17.98 Each
#80881 DSS&A #80882 Genesea #80883 CAG

#6527 Grand Trunk Western Pullman Standard
3-Bay Covered Hopper $19.98 Retail

#20281 Detroit

Toledo & Ironton
3-Bay ACF Covered
Hopper $18.98 Ratail

#37654 Union Pacific 3-Car Set
41' Steel Gondolas $52.98 Retail

UP Gonedela Singles Available #3765 $17.98 Ea.

c.l___E._ +

—

o —, i T T

—

#41041 {Top) Wood Ends

N&W Singie { #1702 B&O 36' Double Sheath
ING¥SY ug9141 (Batlom) Malal Ends Wood Boxcar wiFishbelly Underframe,
Pemm Nl Woeod Doors, Wood Ends $17.98 Retail

#1303 Missouri Pacific 36' Double Sheath
Wood Boxcar - Fishbelly Underframe,
Wood Doors, Steel Ends $17.98 Retail

#5035 Santa Fe

50" Youngstown Door
Riveted Steel Boxcar
$17.98 Retail

PLEASE SEE YOUR HOBBY DEALER FIRST OR CALL 630-365-173 FOR DIRECT ORDERS - ACCURAIL INC. PO BOX 278 ELBURN, IL 60118
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HO/N/O signs, billboards, F

laser-cut structures,
and much, much more...

Blair Line, LLC

PO Box 1136, Carthage, MO 64836
‘www.blairline.com

Made in U.S.A. see web site for details.

ALLEE i b
246 W. Main St.
LECTROKICS, Inc. Leola, PA 17540
dallee.com (717) 661-7041

Abrams tanks from Artitec

HO — Artitec offers fully assembled
and decorated HO-scale Abrams
tank models. Examples include a

nauld’s Euro Imports online to view
other Artitec releases that include
additional military, as well as civil-

Complote Train Control

AR
wWﬁﬂQ

VT

’ green Abrams Al (#6870137) and ian vehicles.
aLL"t M1A1 “Desert Storm” decoration Reynauld’s Euro Imports
" (#6870142). Reynauld’s Euro Im- 122 N. Main St., Elburn, IL 60119

630-365-6340
www.reynaulds.com

: ports these HO tank models for
P - ; $38.99 each. You can visit Rey-
3 s

Bowser X32 boxcars this fall

HO — Bowser will deliver a new pro-
duction of its X32 boxcars this fall.
The announced double sliding-door
boxcar road names include Delaware
& Hudson; Detroit & Mackinac; De-
troit, Toledo & Ironton; Manufacturers
Railway Company; Norfolk & Western;
Northern Pacific; Oregon, Pacific &
Eastern; Pennsylvania Railroad (shad-
ow keystone, circle keystone, and au-
tomobile labeled with circle keystone);
Tennessee, Alabama & Gulf; Virginian;

www.LitchfieldStation.com
623-298-7355

BNSF’s Fire Fighting Train
Order at www.NScaleEnthusiast.com

Member benefits include:

¢ Limited edition trains
¢ Annual Convention
¢ Free Classified Ads

¢ Five regular magazine e Auctions ¢ Special Sales

¢ Web Resources
* Free Membership Car

issues and one
convention timetable

The N Scale Enthusiast
P.O. Box 30489
Savannah, GA 31410
* www.NScaleEnthusiast.com |
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and Wabash. Pennsylvania Railroad
single sliding-door X32 boxcars will
deliver with small circle keystone and
large shadow keystone lettering. Three
road numbers will be offered for each
X32 boxcar release. The fully assem-
bled models will sell for $24.95 each.

Bowser Manufacturing
1302 Jordan Avenue
PO. Box 322
Montoursville, PA 17754
570-368-2379
www.bowser-trains.com

Call or write for free product information

65 Bradrock Dr., DesPlaines, IL 60018
Toll-free: 877-376-9099 Fax: 847-813-6330
R wew EvergreenScaleModels.com




Large-Scale Product News

LGB plans Rio Grande Prospector for G

G — A new collection of G-scale Rio
Grande equipment is coming from LGB.
Featuring the road’s early-1960s intro-
duced single-stripe Aspen Gold and
silver livery, LGB will offer Rio Grande
F7A diesels in two road numbers. The
powered F7As, retailing for $879.99
each, will include mfx digital electron-
ics for operation and sound. A matching

A L = 3 : T . oo N -
The proven HO NWSL Stanton drive underfloor power truck is now here in 8 and O

non-powered Rio Grande F7B (MSRP:
$409.99) is coming that will possess a
built-in speaker that will work via a ca-
ble connection with LGB’s F7As.
Decked out in the road’s Prospector
dress, LGB will offer Rio Grande pas-
senger cars to go with its new G-scale
F7s. Retailing for $389.99 each, the
series will include baggage, coach (two

scales. All-wheel drive and pickup, color-coded wires for direct DCC decoder hookup
(comes RTR, tested and wired for DC) and more. Kingpin installation; remove your
existing sideframes, attach them to the NWSL Stanton drive, and off you go. Includes
detailed instructions. Choose from a growing selection of wheelbases, wheel size and
tread (yes, P:64 and P:48 too.) Please visit our website for complete details. Dummy
units available. Made in Montana, USA. www.nwsl.com or (406)-375-7555

SUPER DETAILS!

& Super Kits

HO Scale — At your authorized dealer or online!

WwWw. scale-structures com
800-352-1554 / 620-585-2131

numbers), dome, and diner. To round
out the set, LGB will have a boat-tail ob-
servation car (MSRP: $439.99) for its
Rio Grande set.
LGB
distributed by Maérklin Inc.
PO. Box 2649

Lake Ozark, MO 65049
573-693-1660

www.lgb.com

BUYING & SELLING TRAINS FOR 40 YEARS

TRAINZGE

RTED TODAY! CALL 1.866.285.5840

44 .Lclrgesi
buyer of

Sell your collection
WWW.IRAINZ.COM/SELL

TCA #75-8067

Scale
Trains

Celebrating the art of 1:48 modeling
www.oscalemag.com * 610-363-7117

Inspiring layouts, builds, and techniques,
0ST is your door into the world of
O Scale railroad modeling.

Openit!
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N Scale
Product News

N —Lowell Smith’s 29th release in the
company’'s Great American Circus &
Wild West Show is available for $72.
The release presents Micro-Trains 70-
foot Warren circus flatcar model deco-

S.J. Asher Supply from RSLaserKits

N —RSLaserKits’ new S.J. Asher Sup-
ply (#3062, MSRP: $49.99) kit provides
modelers with a small stone building
useful for a number of possible situa-
tions and placements on a model lay-
out. The assembled kit takes up a 2-3/8-
inch wide by 6%-inch long footprint. The
front building is two stories with porch,
awning, and signage. The single-story
rear section includes elevated dock with
loading doors.

RSLaserKits
5145 Gaffin Road SE,
Salem, OR 97301; 503-585-0850
www.rslaserkits.com

BILLBOARD

REEFERS & BOX CARS
DRY TRANSFER LETTERING

SCRATCH BUILDING SUPPLIES
Shop Online - cloverhouse.com
Or Order Catalog #14 - $6.00

/”\ Clover House

|_| Box 215R, Veradale, WA 99037-0215

BALDWIN B & D Steeple Cabs

tched Brass Body K

HO $149.95
0 $269.95
(LS $269.95

5‘ Made in USA

Use “hand tools & ACC epoxy or solder

B&0 HEADEND CARS
Etched Brass
HO Sides &
BCW Part Paks
B8;B27;B18

unique prototypes
ALSO C&NW &

Baggage Cars C 15 and C 17 Express Cars CStP&P Cars

BRILL 55 MOTORCAR

HO scale
$139.95

Etched Brass Bod! its w/wood roof Use hand tools & ACC, epoxy or solder

SSAE FOR Flier: Box 411

Roanoke, IN 46783 'warehouse.com
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Lowell Smith’s Great American Circus

& Wild West Show continues
rated to match the rest of this collector
series train with silver model featuring
black-and-red lettering and includes
road number 24. Riding on the flatcar
is a Trainworx-made trailer with a mul-

ticolor “How the West Was Won — The
Overland Stage” artwork mural.

Lowell Smith Signature Series
PO. Box 219
Gresham, OR 97030
www.lowellsmith.net

Kansas City Southern Bicentennial boxcars

N—The N Scale Enthusiast offers a
2-pack release (MSRP: $78) present-
ing a pair of Kansas City Southern
(KCS) boxcars decorated for the 1976
American Bicentennial. The 50-foot
plug-door boxcar comes with light
blue sides, aluminum doors, as well
as black roof and ends. Made by Mi-
cro-Trains exclusively for The N Scale
Enthusiast, these models ride on sil-
ver roller bearing trucks and come

equipped with knuckle couplers.
The set includes the prototype KCS
120871 and a second car, carrying
road number 121976, featuring deco-
ration created by The N Scale Enthu-
siast with large red, “Happy Birthday
America” lettering,.

The N Scale Enthusiast

31 Homesteader Lane

West Haven, CT 06516
www.nscaleenthusiast.com

ED’S BOXCAR (USA)

Authorized Walther’s Dealer
& Online Partner .

OVER 40 YEARS SERVING MMRs "'
DCC INSTALLS * HO & N AVAILABL

OVER 90,000 ITEMS AVAILABLE

up T0 20% OFF! (MSRP) ON MOST ITEMS
— SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY -

MC - VISA - DISC - AMEX | o SHIPPING RATES!
m ACTUAL COST + 99¢ HANDLING
(888)855-9067 www.edsboxcar.com

Great Prices !

www.ModelTrainStuff.com

For all your Model Train Needs
1-888-Trains-5 Since 1913




NYC passenger cars
from Bachmann

N—Bachmann’s new N-scale pas-
senger cars are now available in
New York Central. The smooth-side
cars present scale-length reproduc-
tions of streamline baggage (72-foot),
coach, and observation car (both 85-
feet). The models include two-tone
gray body with white lettering and
black roof. The ready-to-run offer-
ings include metal wheels, including
interior lighting, and body-mounted
E-Z Mate Mark II knuckle couplers.
For more details please visit the
company website at www.bachmann-
trains.com.

Bachmann Industries, Inc.
1400 East Erie Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19124
800-356-3910
www.bachmanntrains.com

Con-Cor 45-, 48-, and
53-foot containers
N —A new collection of N-scale inter-
modal containers is available from
Con-Cor. Available in 2-packs, the 45-,
48-, and 53-foot containers are offered
in a variety of road names. Con-Cor’s
45-foot corrugated container comes in
Container Ocean Traders and Safma-
rine. The new 48-foot standard contain-
ers are decorated for Allied Van Lines,
American Presidents Line (1990s logo),
Canadian National (CN Laser), Canadi-
an Pacific, Canadian Tire, Florida East
Coast, J.B. Hunt, Pacer (1990s logo),
and United Van Lines. 53-foot standard
containers are offered in Burlington
Northern (BN America), Canadian Pacif-
ic (CP Rail Intermodal), and Con-Quest
International. Each 2-pack includes two
fully assembled containers with differ-
ent road numbers, retailing for $19.98.

Con-Cor
8101 E. Research Court
Tucson, AZ 85710-6758;
888-255-7826
WWW.CON-COr.com

MicroMark 10% OFF!

ANY Online Order

THE SMALL TOOL SPECIALISTS
Berkeley Heights, New Jersey 07922
Your source for hard-to-find mini tools
and model building supplies at low prices!

with Promo Code 4306*

*Offer ends 5/31/17. Pre-Order items, gift cards, egift certificates,
3D printers and accessories, LaserKnife, and other exclusions apply.
Offer cannot be combined.

To receive 10% OFF SITEWIDE on over 3,000 items, place your order online at

www.micromark.com and enter Promo Code 4306
or call 1-800-225-1066 and mention Promo Code 4306

SAVE on Power Tools, ..
including... : including. ..

Spiking Tool Set

MicroLux

#80463 Tilt Arbor Table Saw

ALLEGHENY SCALE MODELS
BRASS LOCOMOTIVES & [ROLLING STOCK

HD, O, 5, and Large Scale Out of Production Brass Models
Sales, Consignments, Estates, Apprafsals

REFLECTORS - DECALS

GATX

m 470 Beheoley's Mountain Roosd, Sulte 8117
.} - AR Hisohtastowen, New Jrewy: OTR40

gemtis
SMOKEBOX  www.smokehoxgraphics.com

FI: 008-684-2070 FAX: 008-684-5011
enmle@nileghanymenie som

THENARCH.COM 607-746-8416

1.2 ‘1
rt’Making A Scene
Finely Detailed €tched
Brass Kits that Assemble

_in about One Hour...
£ Just Snip, Fold & Glue il

IHC FARM WAGON K ;‘g:%“;ﬁ'gg:{g 3'24! o
#96706 N-SCALE $16.95

P - ...-.
$97.50
Kits include decals, resin
sides and roof, trucks
(less wheel sets and
couplers) and NERS ducts

photo deprcts a Plan 4090F w/ resin sides - manufactured by Tom Madden /bw/[ & palnted by Jeff Tyrel/
Kit #1605 - PRR Strasbourg Tower Kit #1604 - PRR Wimbley Tower
Kit #1605 - Seaboard Air Line Bartlett Kit #1606 - NYC Clock Tower, Conning

Tower, Chimes Tower, Ciotto's Tower, Tower, Dromedary Tower, Holder Tower,
Siebers Tower and Weepers Tower Kilcullen Tower and Martello Tower

Shipping per kit: $7.00 East of the Mississippi - $11.00 West of the Mississippi (PA res. add 6% sales tax)
THE BETHLEHEM CAR WORKS, INC. PO Box 325 - Telford PA 18969

www.bethlehemcarworks.com
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Iowa Pacific SD90/43MAC from Kato Kobo Custom

N—Decorated in an Illinois Cen-
tral-inspired scheme, Iowa Pacif-
ic Holdings SD90/43MAC diesels
are available in limited quantities
as a special release from Kato’s

Kobo Custom line. This custom-

New roads for Bachmann’s

wood-side reefer
N —Bachmann offers five additional
paint schemes for its N-scale reef-
er. The model reproduces a 40-foot
wood-side refrigerator car proto-
type with ice hatches on its roof.
The road names include American
Refrigerator Transit (with Missouri
Pacific and Wabash heralds), Mer-
chant’s Despatch, Pacific Fruit Ex-
press (with Southern Pacific and
Union Pacific heralds), Pure Car-
bonic Co. (white Merchant’s Des-
patch scheme), and Union Re-
frigerator (with Soo Line herald).
Bachmann’s 40-foot  wood-side
reefer arrives ready for N-scale op-
eration with metal wheels and the
company’'s own E-Z Mate Mark II
knuckle couplers. This model re-
tails for 837.

Bachmann Industries, Inc.
1400 East Erie Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19124
800-356-3910
www.bachmanntrains.com

cLecTRONICS

LEDs, Swilches

Terminal Strips and

1000s of Elactronic Parts.
Discount Prices. Fast Shipping

WWW. allelectrom $.C
Free 96 page catalog 1-800- 826-5432
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fication on new Kobo releases and
other special projects.

Kato USA, Inc.
100 Remington Road
Schaumburg, IL 60173
847-781-9500
www.katousa.com

built N-scale Iowa Pacific Holdings
SD90/43MAC (#176-5621) comes
numbered 111 and sells for $190.
You can sign up at the company’s
website to be included in Kato USA’'s
newsletter, and you’ll receive noti-

NEED TRACK?

Walthers & Digitrax Dealer
Cobalt Switch Machines
Full line of HO & N scale Peco/Atlas track
Micro-Engineering & Caboose Industries

MOST
EVERYTHING

Touch Toggles Fast

The easy way to your dream panel!

BERRETT Handlaying supplies, ties, rail spikes, etc. LIST PRICE
HiLL Full line of Kadee couplers, Tortoise, & more!
TRAINS
For Questions and Non-Computer Users, CALL ME!
m{;’ 5 813-653-3322 E-MAL: billstrainstrack @aol.com

www.BillsTrains.com

WWW. berreHh;Hshop com




dprﬁﬁmﬂm Steam > TRINITY 3281

IN STORES NOW N"Scale

it's the

. N-Scale Magaziné’s Digital Edition
£ ¢S Now Available

SCALE
LIVE
STEAM
MODEL
RAILROADING

There's nothing like
operating a real live-steam
locomotive — the sights, the
sounds and the smells. Gauge One ar 0-gauge live-
steam engines (in scales between 1:13.7-1:32) can
bring you the real experience of operating a train the
way they were from the 1800s to the 1950s. Steam
in the Garden is North America’s only magazine
devoted exclusively to small-scale live steam model
railroading (and has been doing it for 25 years). Six
times a year, Steam in the Garden brings readers the
latest news, reviews of new equipment, workshop

ICE-GATX - 8 #s

WINCHESTER & WEBTERN
RAILMGAD

N-Scale is a bi-monthly magazine
devoted exclusively to N scale modeling,
layouts, scenery, Nn3 and more.

www.nscalemagazine.com

Print Sub: $38 year « Canada: $55 year
Foreign: $80 year

25-Years of N-Scale Magazine
is available on CD.

projects, backyard and national events, all illustrated . - i PLATINUM RAIL

profusely. Subscribe today. HWCX -- 7 #s PUBLICATI BN e
. Clhisiban: Lt 5811 75th Avenue NE
http://www.steamup.com/rme/ | Linited. R ——

P.0. Box 335, Newark Valley, N.Y. 13811-0335, (607) 642-8119 www.americanlimitedmodels.com 360-658-2485

FROM THE PRODUCERS OF

PRR Lines West

Featuring the stunning color photography of Steve

NS_YLVAN‘J‘ — = w7 TVVATY
LINES ¥  pPENNSYIVANIA RAILROAD

® LINES WEST

_ Hipes and David P. Oroszi, full-color maps, train

VoL, 2 PITTE o B symbols, routings, and a detailed history of this
N fascinating railroad, these hardcover books cover
SRR | (S STIING te Cuicato the eras spanning the Pennsylvania Railroad

through Penn Central to Conrail, 1960-1999.

Volume 1: 559 95 Volume 2: 559 95 Volume 3: 564 95
Pittsburgh to ® Pittsburgh and L Crestline to ®
St. Louis Order item TRP-PLW1 Northeast Ohio Order item TRP-PLW2 Chicago Order item PLW3

S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada, all others call or email for rates

Find these and other great products online at shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

RIVER Toll-free (877) 787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433
PRODUCTIONGS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 - info@WhiteRiverProductions.com (&3 WhiteRiverProductions
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KITS

———— CUSTOM
e+ SERVICES
-

HO&O
Metal Passenger Cars
PO BOX 355 « MOHAWK, NY 13407

okengines.com

- ~ InHO,
Atomic Cafe .:::

SCALES
Detail & character you're

never going to find in a
plastic or laser cut kit!

i A3

S A

“www.downtowndeco.co

. CC Commands Better
with Clean Track!

N—The N Scale Architect’'s 9th re-
lease in its Trackside Series is a Flat
Car Bridge (#10041) kit. The KkKit
presents a re-purposed N-scale flat-
car with photo etched railings, two
concrete abutments, three laser-cut
wooden trestle supports, and rail or
road wooden tread options for the
deck. The $35.95 release will pro-

Track Cleaner
Cleans Track the Best
Aerocar Lubricants
PO Box 336, Western Springs, IL 60558
www.aerocarlubricants.com

ALL SCALES

===z==
- | SHIPPING!

L
MODEL SPECIALTIES  °)oroers

OVER $25

WwWw.pre-size.com

St. Louis RPM 2017

Gateway Convention Center
Collinsville, Illinois
June 23 and 24

Celebrating our 11th year as the
St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers meet

Over 2000 models on display in recent years

Approximately 2 dozen clinics
conducted by renowned modelers

Approximately 100 exhibitor tables
by leading manufacturers

Home layout tours and operating layouts on-site
Check the website for social events as well

For details: .

icg.home.mindspring.com/rpm/stirpm.htm e ¥

For questions, contact John Golden at golden1014@yahoo.com or
Lonnie Bathurst at Bathurst@litchfieldil.com or (217) 556-0314

Flatcar Bridge is new from The N Scale Architect

vide many opportunities for use on
N-scale layouts. Caboose and covered
hopper included in image for illustra-
tion purpose and not included with
kit release.

The N Scale Architect

4063 County Highway 2
DeLancey, NY 13752

607-746-8416
www.thenarch.com

CALL TO ACTION

NS (800)453-2530
CSX (800)232-0144
UP (888)877-7267
BNSF (800)832-5452
CN (800)465-9239
CP (800)716-9132
KCS (877)527-9464

Thousands of railcars including both
new and historic fallen flags have
been vandalized with graffiti over the
past decade. Help stop this crime.
Report any suspicious trespassing
to the railroad or local police.
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O Scale

Product News

O—A new production of O-gauge
SD40 diesels from Lionel will be Leg-
acy-series offerings made as part of
the manufacturer’s “Built To Order”
collection. Road names available for
pre-order include CSX (early yellow
ends), Pennsylvania Railroad, Santa
Fe, Southern Pacific (rebuilt SD40R

ERIE LACKAWANNA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2017 CALENDAR

14 GREAT PHOTOS!

Member price s plus Non-member price
4.95 s&h
$895 Add $1 shipping $1 095

each additional calendar
Payments in US funds will only be accepted

www.erielackhs.org

Dealer Inquiries Welcome

Order from: ELHS, Department RMC
Jay Held, 10-10 ELLIS AVE, FAIR LAWN, N.J. 07410
No phone calls will be accepted

For information send SASE
NJ, NY, PA, & Ohio res. add sales tax - outside US extra S&H

Lionel plans “Built To Order” SD40

ELHS membership at $45 per membership cycle.
Cycle includes four issues of our magazine “The
Diamond” and four newsletters with modeling

information. Separate check please. Send to: ELHS
/0 pavid Start, 22 Ice Plant Road, Lafayette, NJ 07848-2403

dstart.elhs@gmail.com

with light package), Southern Rail-
way (high-hood), Union Pacific (non-
dynamic with contemporary letter-
ing), and Western Maryland (Circus
colors). The powered SD40 carries
a $649.99 list, Lionel lists two road
numbers for each road name. You'll

included in the company’s new Sal-
ad Bowl Express train set. That set’s
contents will include four LionScale
57-foot mechanical reefers.

Lionel LLC
6301 Performance Drive
Concord, NC 28027; 585-949-4100

find Lionel’s Southern Pacific SD40R www.lionel.com
b 2,
AZATRA SsRon’s Boglks

Crossing signals ¥ Block signals

¥ Automatic turnout control ¥
www.azatrax.com

P.0.Box 6763, Longmont, CO 80501 USA

PENNSYLVANIA RaILrROAD
FLEET OF /[/ ODERNISM

Committed to Excellence
www.thecoachyard.com

P.0. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 « ronshooks@aol.com
(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR

3 Days — 20 Bucks — Rocky Mountain RR Club NG Excursions .. ..
Ann Arbor Best of Emery Gulash ...
Auto-Train
Baltimore & Ohio Best of Bob Collins
Boston & Maine Railroad Ayer, MA to Rotterdam Junction, NY ... .
Buchanan-Levisa-Dismal Creek — N&W Branch Lines .
Building Grand Central Terminal - Arcadia ....................
Califonia Zephyr — History of America’s Most Celebrated Train Route . ..
Canadian Trackside Guide 2017 ............................ 35.00

Chasing the Powhatan Arrow 18.50
ghesai)eake & Ohio Railway Depots, Towers & Other Structures ..36.75
onrai

- D&H -NYS&W Operations on NY’s Southern Tier ... ... 36.75
Delaware Valley Railway 1901-1937 - Arcadia ...... oood
Elgin, Joliet & Eastern in Color Vol 3 ... ... ggoo
Empire of Dreams - Story of the Oregon Pacific .
Erie and DL&W in Hudson County, NJ 1958-59
Freight Car Color Portfolio Book 1 ACL-GN .
Grand Trunk Western Power in Color Vol 1..
Great Northern Railway in Marias Pass . .
History and Railroads of North Pocono . ... .

lohn W Garrett and the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad .. . .
Lehigh & Susqgehanna — Jersey Central's PA Operations
Lehigh Valley Best of Bob Wilt Vol 1 1960's

ilitary Trains & Railways An lllustrated History . ..
Iwaukee Road Facilities in Color Vol 1 or 2 each .
Road Passenger Trains Vol 3 ........
Road - Washington, Idaho & Montana
y Life with Trains — Memoir of a Railroader ... . .. .. ..
orfolk Southern Diesel Locomotive Directory 2016-2017
orfolk Southern in Color Vol 1 1982-1999 .". . . b
Pennsg/lvanla Railroad Locomotive Photo Archive — Revised . . ... .34.75
PERH| John L Whi Remembrances of Paciic Electic .36.75

PERHS Monograph #9 Alan K Weeks Remembrances of the Pacific Electic .36.75
Pi Pyback &Container Traffic ..., 20.75
Pullmans Derailed- Sleeping Car Wrecks ..32.75
Railroad Pit Stops . .......oooiiiiii 23.75

Railroads Through the Coeur d'Alenes - Revised Edition ... . .
Rails of War Supplying the Americans and their Allies in the CBl

Railway Guns British and German GunsatWar ............ 36.75
Railway Prototype Cyclopedia Vol 31/32 or 33 each 57.00 Vol 34 . .48.50
Readlné; Company Power in Color Vol 1 48.
Route 66 Railway - 2nd Edition . .....................ocoou. 40.

ion
Smoke Over Oklahoma The RR Photographs of Preston George . . .
Snow Fighters Vol 1 |
Southern Pacific Historic Diesels Vol 22 Passenger Hood Units . . . .36.75

Streetcars of WashingtonDC . . . ............oinin. .o 24.75
Tracks to the Trenches: Canadian Ry Troops in the Great War (1914-18) ..36.75
Trail of the Turbo — Amtrak Turboliner Story 39.75

Twin Cities Trolleys in Color .. .................

Waterfront Terminals & Operations ... ... .. ............ ..
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CP Rail flatcar with load from Menards

O —Menards Collectibles has a new
flatcar with lumber load available for
$29.99. The plastic flatcar includes
die-cast metal trucks with couplers.

CANADIAN MODELLERS

Over 100 easy to build laser cut wood kits in HO
and N scale are available now at your dealers.

Colour photos and descriptions are available
on our web site at www.kanamodel.com

DUAL GAUGE
LEFT TURNOUT TEMPLATE

Anyone can
. build track with

= Oak Hill. Build a
#8 dual gauge

Left Turnout in half
the time with no
extra tools to buy.
Asreal asit

gets without
being there!

Template Kit comes with everything
cut, filed, gaped, and formed to make
5 turnouts, plus 1 free tube of Pliobond.

See Ken Patterson's What's Neat
video on YouTube (Sept 2016)

to see just how easy it can be!
E-mail jeff@ohrtracksupply.com
or call (414)915-4671

to speak directly with Jeff.

Tired of the same worn out, low quality,
sounds of the past?

WWW.
TCSDCC

.Lcom

Get a WOWKIit with everythmg included
to upgrade to WOWSound

dian National 50-foot flatcar with bulk-
heads (#279-3434, MSRP: $29.99) is
available with log load.

The deck includes a simulated wood
finish and stacks of chained down lum-
ber. The black flatcar comes lettered in
white for CP Rail (#279-3435). A Cana-

2 @mEL7 Trains, Planes, Automobiles,
B‘% [DECAL Boats, Rockets & Buildings
DEpor” Al Scales and more

- T. 604-279-9866
Pay Pl s =1

F. 604-279-9856
or Cheques

CUSTOM WATE

Menards, www.menards.com

RAIILLROAD PATCHES!
Heralds, locomotives, engineer caps
with insignia (1,000 possible designs).
Catalog $5.00 ck/mo.

Patch King, PO Box 145, York Harbor, ME 03911

“Big Jon™

SLIUE & VINT = WoOALS

Please visit our website:

www.modeldecaldepot.ca

Southern Pacific
Freight Car Painting &
Lettering Guide

Written by experts in the field, this volume offers
extensive coverage of painting and lettering practices
for SP freight cars, as well as PMT trailers used in
TOFC service, SP affiliated Evergreen and Golden
West Services and Pacific Fruit Express. Based on
official SP and PFE documents, plans and drawings.
Library bound, | 1x8% with dust jacket, 192 pages,
291 photos, 122 diagrams, color throughout.

SouTHERNPACIFIC

Frelght Car Painting and Leitering Gulde

$80.00 plus Shipping & tax where applicable
Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society
Available online at www.sphts.org

ADLAKE MARKERS
by TOMAR INDUSTRIES

LENS COLOR:

#EO7 Red-Green-Green #8509 Red-Yellow-Yellow

* PERMANENTLY MOUNTED LENSES

* 1.5 VOLT LAMPS - HO & O SCALES

* 12 VOLT LAMPS - *G* SCALE

HO $17.70

O $22.45

G $26.80
www.tomarindustries.com

Catalog - $5.00, refundable
with minimum $5.00 order
9520 E. Napier Ave,
Benton Harbor, MI 49022
cmail:
info@omarindustries.com

VISA/MASTERCARD
visA -

877-697-9731
FAX 269-944-1901
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Fence kits are back from Atlas Laser Design

O —Three styles

(Hairpin Classical,
Hairpin Modern, and
Victorian) fence Kits

are available from At-

las O in the manu- ANANAA

facturer’s Atlas La-

ser Design  series.

The Victorian fence
is 30-inches long and
sells for $29.95, while each Hairpin
kit contains 28-inches of fence and
retails for $23.95.

Atlas O
378 Florence Avenue
Hillside, NJ 07205; 908-687-0880
www.atlaso.com

3rd Rail Division adds new roads for O-scale F7s

O —Recently delivered from 3rd Rail
Division of Sunset Models is a second
run of Santa Fe El Capitan passenger
cars. The 8-car set (available in 2- and
3-rail versions) includes baggage, bag-
gage/dormitory with transition hood,
a pair of Hi-Level chair cars, lounge,
diner, and two step-down chair cars
(one includes tail sign). Coming to
power this El Capitan set, 3rd Rail
Division will have F7A and F7B die-
sels decorated for Santa Fe red-and-
silver Warbonnet livery. Expected by
mid-year, these new O-scale F7s will
arrive in 2- and 3-rail versions. Re-
tailing for $599.95 each and available
in powered versions with digital con-
trol and sound, these F7s will include
plastic body shells with separately ap-
plied details. The F7A will possess a

fixed front pilot and detailed, as well
as illuminated cab interior.

In addition to Santa Fe passenger
offerings, 3rd Rail Division of Sunset
Models plans freight blue-and-yellow
Santa Fe F7A and F7B releases. Oth-
er road names coming include Chesa-
peake & Ohio, General Motors Dem-
onstrator, Great Northern (Empire
Builder livery), Rio Grande (Aspen
Gold and silver 4-stripe), Southern
Pacific (Black Widow), and Western
Pacific (Zephyr scheme). Production
quantities will be limited and the
company requests reservations.

3rd Rail Division of
Sunset Models, Inc.
16 Beta Court
San Ramon, CA 94583
925-820-7701
www.3rdrail.com

Great Decals adds Van Iderstine set for O

O —Great Decals now offers a new
O-scale decal set for creating Van Id-
erstine tallow tank car models. The
white decal lettering includes road
numbers (all nine prototypes 1001-
1009), dimensional data, and more.
Each $8.40 set will provide decal ma-

terials to letter one tank car model.
You'll find a prototype image on Great
Decals’ website.
Great Decals
3306 Parkside Terrace

Fairfax, VA 22031
www.greatdecals.com

Craftsman Grade Products & Services
HO - S - O Scales  Standard & Narrow Gauges
Arttista S & O Figs * Sidetrack Laser Kits
Building & Structure ‘S’ Kits * Labelle Lubes
Kadee® ¢ Zap-A-Gap Glues « NCE DCC
Woodland Scenics® HO Figs * Tichy Windows
Micro Engineering & Central Valley Bridge Kits
Kimberton, PA 5/20 34th MANGG Module Meet
Pennsdale PA 7/14-15 Lycoming Valley Train Meet

Mon ~Fri9 -4 plus Mon, Tue, Thurs 6:30 - 9pm (East)

Major Credit Cards ¢ Show Delivery ¢ Mail Orders

Crugader

R AIL SERVICES

5920 Houghton St < Phila, PA 19128
215-482-7530 ¢ crusaderrail.com ¢ Facebook

Now Open!

Caboose Hobbies
is now Caboose.

We have all the
supplies, tools and
knowledge to
help you build your
dream layout.

*AllscalesZto G
sold and repaired
* Special & Pre-Orders

"ABOOSE

Sharing Our Passion for Trains Since 1938

10800 West Alameda Avenue,
Lakewood, Colorado 80224
Phone: (303)777-6766

Open 7 days a week!

WWW.MYCABOOSE.COM

CROSSING GATE SIGNALS
All Brass - Operating - with LEDs

Available with “A" Type ™ O Scale Gates
or Crashbar Type Arms have Lights ﬁ
with Red or Black Stripes \_:, onAms %l
SOLD IN PAIRS ~ %
NScale $34.99 . X i
HO Scale $49.99 -, o w

S Scale $59.99 Yo W g
o0
0Scale $69.99 . X5
Crossings can be animated . . 2@ g
using NJ #8000 Servomaster ¥ (=, &5

NJ International 813-406-4288
PO Box 1686 - Land O Lakes, FL 34639
E-mail: signals @njinternational.com
For complete product listings visit: www.njinternational.com

ignals.com

Metal Whisker® Coupler with Extended
Swing Gear Box - for passenger or long
freight cars. Perfect for negotiating tighter

radius curves. ELAYED
&n 16
-

UNCOUPLING'

See Your Local Dealer
or Visit www.kadee.com

ity Products Co.

©2017 Kadoo®

Body Mount

Patent numbers 5,662,229

ality Products Co. * 673 Avenue C + White City, OR 97503-1078 U.S.A. « Tel: (541) 826-3883 « Fax: (541) 826-4013 » www.kadee.com

May 2017 87



www.besttrains.com

« Over 500 HO Detail Castings
- a couple of HO Craftsman Kits
+ Over 200 Styles of Shingles
in HO, N and O Scale

Bollinger Edgerly Scale Trains

375 Bean Hill Road - Belmont, NH 03220
603.267.1818
FREE color catalog by request

NS (800)453-2530
CSX (800)232-0144
UP (888)877-7267
BNSF (800)832-5452
CN (800)465-9239
CP (800)716-9132
KCS (877)527-9464

Thousands of railcars including both
new and historic fallen flags have
been vandalized with graffiti over the
past decade. Help stop this crime.
Report any suspicious trespassing
to the railroad or local police.

DOWNLOAD OUR WEB!
UPDATED EVERY WEEK
Browse Through Our

Complete Inventory Of !
Brass, Books, Lionel, MTH, LGB & More
Our Internet Address:
http://www.thewhistlestop.com/|

Since 1951
2490 E. Colorado Blvd.

‘IP‘"' Pasadena, CA 91107
z. g (626) 796-7791
FAX (626} 796-7566

your Hobby Shop now!
_n_msmhe ot: nscoleroilroodn.com
Or send check or money order fo:

North American N Scale, PO Box 77296,
Senttle, WA 98177-0296
ns; US: 530 for & issues
WA tlote)
& Mexico: US $54; Overseas Air: US 582
; iesues are available. Please visit
www.nscalerailrondn.com for rates.

Rusty Rail presents Hobo Shack for O

O — Rusty Rail’'s Hobo Shack (#RRS-
0-08, MSRP: $22) requires only mi-
nor assembly to complete this rustic
structure. The kit provides four walls
and a roof with positionable door. A
collection of details for placement
around the shack, as well as metal

Your online source for:

Quality DCC Equipment
¢ Digitrax * TCS ¢« NCE °
* QSI * SoundTraxx ¢
e Lenz * LokSound
Visit our new website!

dcchobbysupply.com

SR o Jidmatrr -

e Troctar
Inmem e

Bschrnarn 5045,

The Best in 1:160 Since 2000!
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stovepipe, are included. The casting
comes unpainted and measures 3% x
2% inches and is 2-inches tall.

Rusty Rail
PO. Box 27135
Fresno, CA 93729
559-434-3363

www.rustyrail.com

BICENTENNIAL HOPPER

HO SCALE

The Chicago & North Western Historical Society is pleased to announce its latest
special run freight car—The Bicentennial Hopper. Received by the C&NW on

August 6, 1976, the special red-white-and-blue paint job, donated by builder Bethlehem
Steel, may have been a last minute addition. The other 200 cars in this order of 3737
cuft open hoppers were near duplicates of a 1971 series of cars; with the only major
appearance change being the ‘Employee Owned" herald. These accurately scaled and
finely detailed ExactRail cars are expected to ship mid-May 2016. Pre-order today!

$44.95 each - plus *9 shipping per order

lllinois residents add 9.5% sales tax

CNWHS-C, PO Box 1068, North Riverside, IL 60546

BLACK BEAR SCALE MODELS
Authorized Distributor for
Mt. Albert Scale Lumber
Trestle and Bridge Jigs

Z,N,HO, S, O & G Scales

AAAARA

steg ste - DaRrGW DERGW  Alamogordo &
std Ga SdGa  NaGa  Sacramento Mtns.

(ley G LA =

Deckoridge Truss Bridge

Arch bridge
www.blackbearcc.com 3
contact@blackbearcc.com .
(712)527-4162(Office)
(712)215-2858(Phone Orders)

/K

Stz dunin ln




Z —Recent additions to Micro-Trains
Z-scale rolling stock include Chi-
cago, Burlington & Quincy (CB&Q)
and Denver & Rio Grande West-
ern (D&RGW) boxcars. Both offer-
ings present 40-foot sliding-door
examples. The recent D&RGW re-
lease (#50000901, MSRP: $33.60)

presents the road’s attractive Aspen
Gold and silver decoration and rep-

R uc
Detailed Graftsman Kits

Micro-Trains presents boxcars two ways

Z Scale Product News

Burlington

CB&D
38244

resents a 1959-built car with high
ladders and brake wheel, as well
as rooftop running boards. Retail-
ing for $25.95, Micro-Trains’ new
Chinese Red CB&Q 40-foot boxcar
(#50300151) presents a modernized
car lacking running boards and dis-

playing modified short ladders and
low-position brake wheel.
Micro-Trains Line Co.
PO. Box 1200
Talent, OR 97540-1200
541-535-1755
www.micro-trains.com

(www.valleymodeltrains.com

PO BOX 1251, Wappingers Falls, N.Y. 12590
¥ EJ =8 phone 845-297-3866 M-F 12-4
Free Shipping on all orders over $100 in USA

N

>

~ Crew Cab Rerun
coming Q4-1T
Let us know

www.RiverPointStation.com

River Point Station Division of ITI
15 Maple Strest, Wanwick, RI 02888-2130 USA
Tel. (401) 467-6907 rps-info@riverpoi com
Auailable Workdwide al Hobby Stores
Dealers may erder from RPS or through Walthars

Don’t Ieave home

without your SPV!
Ty S ' = Published by Steam Powered Video,
Ll [(E Ly the Railroad Atlas of North America
series is an essential reference for any
railroader! Each atlas is extensively
field researched, and contains both
active and abandoned lines. Updated
features include interurbans, rapid
transit, logging and mining, and more!

ARIZONA & NEW MEXICO - CALIFORNIA & NEVADA - COLORADO & UTAH - DAKOTAS & MINNESOTA
GREAT LAKES EAST - GREAT LAKES WEST - MANITOBA & SASKATCHEWAN - MOUNTAIN PLAINS
NEW ENGLAND & MARITIME CANADA - NORTHEAST - ONTARIO - PRAIRIES EAST & OZARKS - PRAIRIES WEST
QUEBEC, LABRADOR & NEWFOUNDLAND - SOUTHEAST - SOUTHERN STATES - TEXAS - WESTERN CANADA

Supplies are limited, order today! See the complete listing of SPV Atlas products at
shop.whiteriverproductions.com

RIVER Toli-free (877)787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433

PRODUCTIONS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 - info@WhiteRiverProductions.com

n WhiteRiverProductions
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Rail Books

Railbook Review

Trail of the Turbo:
The Amtrak Turboliner Story

by Dale A. Johnson

Dale A. Johnson
3232 Wellbrook Lane
Southaven, MS 38672

630-234-3788

Amtrak’s early history presents an
exciting period in railroading. One of
the more curious highlights was Am-
trak’s turboliner program. Import-
ed from France, the ANG-Frangeco
turbo came to the U.S. in the early
1970s to meet a number of needs
cited by Amtrak management. Au-
thor Dale A. Johnson provides the
background for Amtrak’s decision,
and you’ll gain an understanding of
why the passenger carrier selected
this turboliner. Images, both black &
white and color, throughout Trail of
the Turbo aid in telling the history
of this program. Many, if not most,
of the photos have never been pub-
lished prior to this softcover 160-
page presentation.

In-depth detail will aid the mod-
eler, as well as railfan, interested in
these Amtrak oddities. The book pro-
vides coverage for the trains with nu-
merous images covering appearance
changes and rebuilding over their
years of service. Images illustrate the
paint scheme variations and show
the interiors for Amtrak’s turbolin-
ers. Complete roster information ap-
pears, in addition to reproductions of
vintage Amtrak promotional artwork
promoting its turboliner services over
various routes.

For the HO modeler, Jouef pro-
duced this French turboliner in the

Motive Power, Rolling Stock, Structure

SCALE PLANS
Send $2.00 for your catalog!

Underground Railway Press

PO Box 814RM
Brevard, NC 28712-0814
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1970s. Tooling included cab car
(powered and non-powered), coach,
and food service car in Jouef’s line.
The power was a single-truck mecha-
nism that wasn’t too impressive and
the wheel flanges are deep on this
model. On the plus side, the plas-
tic shell toolings are decent, and the
model included separate handrails.
Picking up a copy of Trail of the Tur-
bo may well lead the hobbyist down
a trail of locating a set of Jouef’s HO

Dale A. Johnson

turbos and taking that vintage re-
lease and turning it into a 21st Cen-
tury model of merit.

The book is available direct from
its author/publisher for $40, plus $5
(U.S. shipping) via check or money
order. Purchased for information
and entertainment, Trail of the Tur-
bo will please any passenger train en-
thusiast. For the modeler, a copy of
this will likely spark ideas of a great
craftsman project. — TONY COOK



Publications of Interest

Norfolk Southern DVD from 1-West Produc

tions

. : i %3

ORFOLK SOUTHERN'S = .

O LINE /| EX-WATER LEVEL ROUTE

e

- _
A FEATURED RAILROAD DVD SERIES FROM
we—

T-WE

Featuring contemporary action
along the former New York Central
Water Level Route, 1-West Produc-
tions Railroad Video and Audio pres-
ents Norfolkk Southern’s Chicago
Line/Ex-Water Lever Route in Ohio,
Part 2. This two-hour DVD program
presents 16x9 video and audio of
Norfolk Southern’s Dearborn Divi-
sion. Shot in 2015, you’ll see a va-
riety of freights and motive power.
This line continues to be an impor-
tant Norfolk Southern connection
between Berea, Ohio, and Chicago,
Illinois. This one-time New York

PRODUCTIONS~ |

20 Mins

Central line joined Norfolk South-
ern’s system with the 1999 breakup
of Conrail. In addition to Norfolk
Southern diesels (both wide-cab
and standard-cab roster members),
you'll see BNSF, Canadian Nation-
al, Canadian Pacific, and Union Pa-
cific diesels. All 1-West Productions
DVDs sell for $20, two for 835, or
four for $70, and include free ship-
ping in the U.S.

1-West Productions

PO. Box 355
Clyde, OH 43410
www. lwestproductions.com

2017 edition of On30 Annual arrives

On30 enthusiasts will want to include
a copy of the latest On30 Annual to
their shopping list. This popular publi-
cation marks its 12th year with this new
edition. Priced at $19.95, the new On30
Annual 2017 features a number of ar-
ticles on O-scale narrow gauge model
railroading. The new softcover annual
includes a conversion project for a Rio
Grande C-21 steam locomotive, using
timber trestle jigs, a Tweetise-inspired
layout, and much more.

You'll find a copy of the On30 Annual
2017 at your hobby or book dealer. You
can also order your copy direct online
from White River Productions’ website
or by calling the publisher’s toll-free
number.

White River Productions
PO. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631;
877-787-2467
www.whiteriverproductions.com

A .
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Withers Publishing presents
Norfolk Southern update

LOCOMOTIVE DIRECTORY

2016-2017

For two decades, Withers Publishing
has been tracking Norfolk Southern
(NS) diesel rosters and providing rail
enthusiasts with a handy guide com-
piling and presenting the data. Now
available is Norfolk Southern Loco-
motive Directly 2016-2017 by Paul
K. Withers. Inside this 6x9-inch ver-
tical format guide, you'll see and be
provided with details on all the more
than 4,000 units in the NS roster.
The $34.95 softcover book includes
all color images. You'll find the new
Norfolk Southern Locomotive Di-
rectly 2016-2017 at book dealers
and direct from Withers Publishing.
Withers Publishing
528 Dunkel School Road

Halifax, PA 17032; 717-896-3173
www.witherspublishing.com

We PrinT YOoUR LAayouTr
-Plan As Big As 1.:1.
w Full'Size Templates®
B | : “h"“t;;\
PGl e - et
€DoN T HAVEAPLENYer?. We Also Provide”

ProfessionalLayourDesign-Seavices:

o= P
www.LayoutPrlntlﬁg.'c‘gm
(800) 216-9202=2
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Timetable No.

Effective 12:01 A.M.
May 1, 2017

For the Government of
modelers only

Timetable listings of model railroading
events are primad free of charge on a

basis. Notices must be
submitted at least 90 days prior to event
date to be considered for publication in
the magazine. White River Productions is
not responsible for errors in listings,
please confirm details with event sponsor.

Please submit your events online at:
www.rrmodelcraftsman.com/timetable.

SPECIAL EVENTS
SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA, May 25-28, 2017. O
Scale West and S West at Hyatt Regency Santa
Clara, 5101 Great America Parkway. The largest
meet west of the Mississippi focused on two-rail
O and S scale model railroading! Enjoy swap
meet, contests, clinics, and several home and club

layouts open for self-guided visits. See web site
for registration and details. Registration: $25.00-
$40.00. Contact Rod Miller at (650) 218-5752 or
visit www.oscalewest.com

ENFIELD, CONNECTICUT, June 22-25, 2017.
Yankee Clipper, The 49th O Scale National
Convention at Holiday Inn, 1 Brightmeadow Blvd.
Enjoy our 2017 O Scale National Convention
featuring dealers, clinics, model contests. Tours:
Essex Steam Train, Pioneer Valley Live Steamers,
Various home and club Layouts. Presented by
Southern New England Model Railroad Club.
Registration: Adults: $25.00, $30.00 after 5/1.
Spouses free. Contact Mike Goguen at (978) 928-
5724 or visit www.snemrr.org

COLLINSVILLE, ILLINOIS, June 23-24, 2017. 11th
Annual St. Louis Railroad Prototype Modelers
Meet at Collinsville Gateway Convention Center, 1
Gateway Drive. This year’s meet features expanded
clinics, vendors, exhibitors, manufacturers,
historical societies, and more than 2,000 models
on display. Hands-on Learning Stations dedicated
to painting, weathering, tracklaying. Enjoy our
Power Point Pizza Party, RPM Round Up, and
Bandanas BBQ. Registration: $25.00 both days,
$20.00 Saturday only. Contact Lonnie Bathurst
t (217) 556-0314 or visit www.icg.homespring.com/
rpm/stirpm

HOUGHTON, MICHIGAN, July 9-15, 2017. 8th
Annual Summer Youth Program: Rail and Intermodal
Transportation at Michigan Technological
University, 1400 Townsend Dr. Rail and intermodal
career explorations all week long with hands-on and
classroom activities! Explore how the affects of rail
stability, operate a computer locomotive simulator,
and investigate logistics management operations,
with classroom and field trip experiences. See
web site for details. Registration: $450.00. Contact
David Nelson at (906) 487-1734 or visit www.rail.mtu.
edu/event/rail-and-intermodal-transportation-2017

ALLENTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA, May 19-20, 2017.
East Penn Traction Club 23rd Annual National
Model Trolley Meet at Allentown Fairgrounds,
Agri-Plex Charles Hall, 17th and Chew Streets.
Enjoy the largest trolley modeling event in North
America featuring operating layouts in all scales,
clinic presentations, vendors, and more. This year’s
theme is Deck Roof Trolleys. See web site for
registration details. Registration: $23.00 advance;
$25.00 after May 1. Contact Charles P. Long at
(215) 247-1951 or visit www.eastpenn.org/meet2017

SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA, May 12-13, 2017.
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2017 Transportation History Exposition - Key Lock
& Lantern Convention at Radisson Lackawanna
Station Hotel, 700 Lackawanna Avenue. The annual
Key, Lock & Lantern Convention is a full weekend of
events. Transportation History Exposition features
historical exhibits and railroad memorabilia sales,
lectures, banquet, train excursions and tours. Visit
our web site for registration info. Registration:
Varies, see web site. Contact David Hamilton at
(518) 439-8392 or visit www.kinl.org

BULVERDE, TEXAS, May 13, 2017. “What is Model
Railroading?” at Bulverde Spring Branch Library,
131 Bulverde Crossing. Discover the hobby of
model railroading. Sponsored by the Bulverde
Spring Branch Library and the San Antonio NTRAK
Association. Admission: Free. Contact Bulverde
Spring Branch Library at (830) 438-4864 or visit
www.bsblibrary.org

NMRA EVENTS

DURANGO, COLORADO, June 8-11, 2017. Animas
Rails 2017 Rocky Mountain Region Annual
Convention at DoubleTree Hotel, 501 Camino Del
Rio. Enjoy our mini-convention, highlighted by a
train ride aboard the Durango & Silverton Narrow
Gauge, followed by yard and shop tour. Convention
features model contest, clinic presentations, layout
tours, and more. See web site for details and
registration. Presented by Rocky Mountain Region
NMRA. Registration: $45.00/Primary Registrant.
Contact Richard Hunter at (303) 364-4814 or visit
WWW.WWW.Imr-nmra.org

ATLANTA, GEORGIA, May 16, 2017. Piedmont
Divison Monthly Meeting at Holy Innocents
Epsicopal Church, 805 Mt Vernon Hwy NW. Join our
monthly meeting featuring, brief announcements,
theme of the month and a clinic presentation. Join
us for an evening of model railroading fun and
fellowship!. Admission: Free. Contact Gary Jarabek
at (770) 509-6941 or visit www.piedmont-div.org

PROSPECT HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS, May 21, 2017.
NMRA Fox Valley Division Membership Meeting
at Gary Morava Recreation Center, 110 W. Camp
McDonald Road. Our monthly membership meeting
features the clinic presentation Operations Under
Time Table and Train Order Authority. Model
contest: Open Load. Enjoy contest awards and
refreshments. Guests welcome. Admission: Free.
Contact Mike Hirvela at (847) 360-9579 or visit
www.foxvalleydivision.org

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY, May 18-21, 2017.
2017 Mid-Central Region Convention, “The
PanAmerican” at The Galt House, 140 N Fourth St.
Hop on board for a veritable smorgasbord of model
railroading activities you have come to expect at
Mid-Central Region conventions, including clinics,
contests, prototype tours, layout tours, operating
sessions, non-rail events, banquet, and more!
Check out the convention website for details.
Admission: $90.00. Contact Fred Soward at (502)
499-0770 or visit www.2017panamerican.org

BURNABY, BRITISH COLUMBIA, CANADA, May
5-7, 2017. Railway Modellers Meet of British
Columbia at Simon Fraser University - Burnaby
Campus, 8888 University Drive. The second annual
RMMofBC features operating sessions, layout
tours, clinic presentations, model displays and
more. Please visit our web site for details and
registration. Presented by 7th Division Northwest
Region NMRA. Registration: $60.00 regular/$45.00
NMRA. Contact Brian Clogg, Registrar at (604)
588-2194 or visit www.railwaymodellersmeetofbc.ca

CLUB OPEN HOUSE

CONYERS, GEORGIA, May 13, 2017. Ride the
Conyers & Hightower Trail Railroad at North
Georgia Live Steamers, 1632 Centennial Olympic
Parkway. Enjoy our first public run day of the
2017 season. Help celebrate our organization’s
39th year, and fourth year of operation at Georgia
International Horse Park. Admission: $2 per person
per ride. Contact Robby Mossman at (770) 000-
0000 or visit www.northgeorgialivesteamers.org

OAK PARK, ILLINOIS, May 6, 2017. Oak River
Railroad Spring Open House at Dole Learning
Center, Lower Level, 255 Augusta Boulevard. Oak
Park Society of Model Engineers opened its doors
in 1964 and is home to the Oak River Railroad,




our large HO scale model railroad based on the
Chicago Great Western rail line from Oak Park
to Central lowa. Admission: Free. Contact Henry
Kranz at (708) 302-4231 or visit www.opsme.org

PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA, May 20, 2017.
Spring Open House at Mid-Ohio Valley Model
Railroad Club, 610 Green Street. Enjoy model
trains operating in G, O, S, HO, and N scales.
Raffle drawing for train set. Refreshments available.
Admission: Free. Contact Tom Ratkovich at (304)
588-5417 or visit www.movmrc.org

TRAIN COLLECTOR’S MEETS

OVERLAND PARK, KANSAS, July 29, 2017.
Turkey Creek Division Train Show & Swap Meet
at Shawnee Mission North High School, 7201
Johnson Drive. Enjoy our train show and swap
meet from 8am-3pm, self-guided off-site layout
tours from 3:30pm-8pm. Presented by Turkey
Creek Division MCR NMRA. Admission: $6.00.
Contact Larry Diehl at (816) 804-0152 or visit www.
tc-nmra.org

DESHLER, NEBRASKA, July 1-2, 2017. Train Show
& Open House. Enjoy our train show at the Thayer
County Events Center featuring clinics by special
guests including Pelle Seeborg, Doug Geiger, Chris
Brimley, and manufacturer representatives from
ScaleTains, Athearn, InterMountain Railway, and
Rapido. Visit our store open house at Spring Creek
Model Trains. See website for details. Admission:
$6.00 per person. Contact David Zucker at (402)
365-7628 or visit www.springcreekmodeltrains.com/
openhouse

CONTOOCOOK, NEW HAMPSHIRE, May 6, 2017.
The Contoocook Depot Model Railroad Show at
American Legion Post 81, 169 Bound Tree Rd.
Enjoy operating layouts, vendors selling new and
used model railroad supplies in all scales, raffles,
and more. Refreshments available. Tour our
restored 1849 Boston & Maine depot and visit one
of the oldest covered railroad bridges in America.
Admission: $5.00, under 10 free with paid adult.
Contact Steve Lux at (603) 491-3420 or visit www.
contoocookdepot.org/trainshow

FRANKLIN, NEW JERSEY, May 7, 2017. 15th
Annual Franklin Model and Toy Train Show &
Sale at Littell Community Center, Monsunhurst
Rd. Enjoy our train show featuring new and used
model trains for sale, railroad collectibles, operating
layouts, and more. Admission: $5.00, under 12 free.
Contact John Bazelewich at (973) 697-6539 or visit
www.trainweb.org/sussexctyrrclub

VAN WERT, OHIO, July 29-30, 2017. Model
Railroad Show & Swap at Van Wert County
Fairgrounds, 1055 S. Washington St. - State Route
127. Enjoy our train show featuring more than 100
vendor tables. Operating model railroad displays.
Refreshments available. Admission: $4.00, Children
12 and under Free. Contact Jan Dunlap at (419)
238-4207 or visit www.vanwertcountyhistoricalsociety.
com

JEFFERSON, TEXAS, May 20-21, 2017. Jefferson
Train Days and Model Train Show at Transportation
and Visitors Center, 305 E. Austin Street. Enjoy
our train show featuring vendors, swap tables,
and operating layouts. Includes tour of R.D.
Moses Texas & Pacific model railroad. Separate
amusements include steam train ride and tour of
Jay Gould’s private car. Sponsored by Jefferson
Historical Museum and Jefferson & Cypress Bayou
Model Railroad Club. Admission: $6.00; Children
under 6 free. Contact Norman Buell at (903) 240-
6039 or visit www.JeffersonTrainDays.com

TAYLOR, TEXAS, May 6-7, 2017. Austin Area
Train Show at Williamson County Expo Center, 210
Carlos G. Parker Blvd. Enjoy over 16,000 sq. ft.
of model railroading including, operating layouts,
dozens of vendors offering new and used trains
in all scales, clinics, raffle, self-guided off-site
layout tours, and more. Free parking. Refreshments
available. Presented by Cen-Tex Division NMRA.
Admission: $7.00 adults; youth 12 and under free
with adult. Contact Peter Kazmir at (512) 653-3824
or visit www.centexnmra.org/trainshow

FISHERSVILLE, VIRGINIA, May 7, 2017. 31st
Annual Shenandoah Valley Model Train &
Railroading Show at Augusta Expo, 277 Expo Road.
Enjoy more than 21,000 sq. ft. of model railroading

including vendors, model trains, memorabilia,
railroad historical societies, large model railroad
displays, and more. Free parking. Presented by
the Augusta County Railroad Museum and Augusta
County Model Railroad Club. Admission: $5.00
adults, youth under 12 with paid adult free. Contact
Bill Kauffman at (540) 248-4143 or visit www.acmrrc.

org

WAUPACA, WISCONSIN, June 17-18, 2017. 28th
Annual Strawberry Fest Model Railroad Show &
Model Contest at Waupaca Recreation Center,
407 School Street. Fun-filled family event featuring
model train layouts, demonstrations, exhibits,
vendors, model contest and more. Refreshments
available. See web site for details. Admission:
FREE. Contact Roger Hidebrandt at (715) 258-
8218 or visit www.warmltd.com

RAILFAN EVENTS

DURAND, MICHIGAN, May 18-21, 2017. Durand
Railroad Days at Durand Union Station, 200
Railroad St. Join for Durand Railroad Days festival
at the historic Durand Union Station, a well-known
railfan hotspot. Home to the Michigan Railroad
History Museum, the restored 1905 station is
served daily by Amtrak. Festival activities include
tours, vendors, award presentations, model train
show, and more. Admission: Free. Contact Michael
Boudro at (989) 288-3561 or visit www.durandstation.

org

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, May 20, 2017. Rails
and Ales Train Rides at Rochester & Genesee
Valley Railroad Museum, 282 Rush Scottsville
Road. Sample delicious craft beer and cider from
eight local breweries. Enjoy train rides that tour
our museum grounds and visit New York’s largest
collection of historic trains. Refreshments available.
Free soft drinks for Designated Drivers. Age 21
and over only! All trains depart from our restored
1909 Erie Railroad train station. Admission:
$20.00 Tasting Ticket, $15.00 Designated Drivers.
Contact RGVRRM at (585) 533-1431 or visit www.
rochestertrainrides.com

DAYTON, OHIO, June 24-25, 2017. 12th Annual
Carillon Park Rail Festival at Carillon Historical
Park, 1000 Carillon Blvd. Enjoy our railroad festival
featuring model train displays, historic exhibits,
live steam engines, flea market and vendors, and
miniature train rides throughout the weekend.
Refreshments available. See web site for details.
Admission: $8.00 adults, $7.00 seniors, $5.00

another state?

children. Contact David Oroszi at (937) 238-5655
or visit www.railfestival.com

MARION, OHIO, August 12, 2017. Summerail 2017
at Marion Palace Theater, 276 W. Center St. Enjoy
multi-media slide show presentations, railroad flea
market, and visits to Marion Union Station and AC
Tower. Presenters include Marshall Beecher, Mike
Biehn, Steve Carter, Steve Glischinski, Scooter
Hovanec, Barry Lennon, Garland McKee, Eric
Miller, Don Toon, and Lance Wales. Admission:
$25.00 per person, $5.00 train show only. Contact
Bill Haines at (937) 898-8220 or visit www.summerail.
com

PHILA, PENNSYLVANIA, May 21, 2017. Friends
of Philadelphia Trolleys PCC Charter at SEPTA
Elmwood Depot, 7311 Elmwood Ave. Enjoy our
PCC charter in cooperation with East Penn Traction
Club Meet. Our trolley charter departs from SEPTA
ElImwood Depot at 11:00 am and returns around
3:00 pm. Photo stops planned. To reserve tickets,
mail payment to Harry Donahue, 103 Mulberry
Ct., Morgantown PA 19543. See web site for
details. Admission: $45.00 per person. Contact
Bill Monaghan at (856) 297-2355 or visit www.
friendsofphiladelphiatrolleys.org

ROCKHILL, PENNSYLVANIA, July 15, 2017. PCC
and LRV Day at Rockhill Trolley Museum, 430
Meadow St. Join us for a special event highlighting
Presidents Conference Committee (PCC) and Light
Rail Vehicle (LRV) trolleys! Cars PTC 2743, NJT
6, and MTS 1019 will be running. Trolleys depart
every 20 minutes, with carbon tours available
throughout the day. See web site for details.
Admission: $8.00. Contact Bill Monaghan at (856)
297-2355 or visit www.rockhilltrolley.org

SHAMOKIN, PENNSYLVANIA, May 27, 2017.
Anthracite Heritage Express at , Market Street.
First train to Mt. Carmel at 11 a.m., second train to
Reed Station at 2 p.m. Ride is 90 minute round-trip
departing from Market Street. Tour guides on board.
Entertainment provided. Sponsored by CEDA-COG
Joint Rail Authority, North Shore Railroad, Penn
Valley Railroad, and Northumberland County.
Admission: $10.00 per person, child riding on lap
free. Contact Jeanne Shaffer at (570) 850-9121 or
visit www.nccarts.com

SNOQUALMIE, WASHINGTON, May 27, 2017 - May
29, 2017. Memorial Day Weekend Train Excursions
at Northwest Railway Museum, 38625 SE King St.
Active duty, guard, reserve, and retired members
of the military (with current military 1.D.) and their
dependent family members enjoy $5.00 round trip
train fares to celebrate Memorial Day Weekend.
See web site for details. Admission: $5.00-20.00.

No problem

Layout Command
Control

The new NMRA standard
lets you control
anythin
from anywhere
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YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!
Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.
RMC Dealer Directory + PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080
Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: ads @RRModelCraftsman.com
[T'S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $14/MONTH!!!

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)

Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys
Full service Hobby Shop.
N, HO, O, 0n30, & G scale trains.
Authorized Lionel, MTH, & Digitrax
dealer. Open Mon - Fri: 10-6, & Sat: 10-5.
www.oakmountainhobbies.com
2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980

ARIZONA, Apache Junction

Obies Trains
Full service hobby shop with knowledgeable
aadvise. Certified dealer with Walthers,
Horizon Hobby, Lionel, Broadway Limited,
& Micro-Trains. Open: Monday - Saturday.
www.obiestrains.com
2114 W. Apache Trail #11 (480) 203-1796
ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station
DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,
Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.
Mon - Fri: 8:00-5:00, Sat: 8:00-Noon.
Email: Sales @LitchfieldStation.com
Online Store: LitchfieldStation.com

1412 N Central Ave Ste D (623) 298-7355

ARIZONA, Lake Havasu City

My Train Shop
Expansion to 3x size completed 2016, &
introducing national website. Train HQ for
Mohave & surrounding counties. All scales
& all accessories. Library of How-to-videos
& prototype train viewing on 5 screens.

1695 Mesquite Ave. #210 (928) 505-4044

ARIZONA, Phoenix

Coronado Scale Models
Narrow gauge almost exclusively.
On3 - Sn3 - HOn3 - On30.

Kits, parts, brass, & books.

Mon - Fri: 8-12 & 1-5, Sat: 8-12.
coronadoscalemod@aol.com
1544 E. Cypress St. (602) 254-9656

ARIZONA, Tempe
Hobby Depot

Family owned, full service, & special orders
welcomed. Athearn, Bachmann, Lionel,

Digitrax, & Soundtraxx dealer. Plastic models

books, magazines, paints, building materials
scenery, & more! Free classes & clinics.
216 W. Southern Ave. (480) 968-1880

ARKANSAS, Jacksonville
Rail & Sprue Hobbies
Headquarters for scale hobbies. Models,
N, HO, & O trains, tools, paints, & more.
Discounts & special orders.
Open: 10-6, closed Sundays and Wednesdays.
www.railandspruehobbies.com
1200 John Harden Dr. (501) 982-6836
CALIFORNIA, Berkeley

Berkeley Ace Hardware
The Bay Area’s Hobby & Model Trains Shop
Model Building Supplies * Model Kits
Model Trains ¢ Slot Cars * Model Rockets
Toys « Die Cast « Books ¢ Tools ¢ Paints
berkeleyace.com
2145 University Ave. (510) 845-0410
CALIFORNIA, Bellflower

RailMaster Hobbies
Friendly Hobby Store!

We carry N, HO, HOn3, S, Sn3. RailMaster,
Athearn, & more. DCC: Digitrax, Soundtraxx,
& Loksound dealer. Special Orders welcome!

www.railmasterhobbies.com
9812 Belmont St. (562) 867-5627

CALIFORNIA, Concord

Just Trains
Largest selection in the East Bay.

Buy « sell » consign ¢ repairs
Digitrax dealer « Detail parts in Multiple
Scales « Discount prices & friendly service
www.just-trains.com
5650 Imhoff Drive Ste. H (925) 685-6566

CALIFORNIA, Costa Mesa

The Train Crossing
Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Z gauge.
New, used, & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade, & repair.
Tue - Fri: 12-7, Sat: 9-5, & Sun: 11-3.
www.thetraincrossing.com
1089-C Baker St. (714) 549-1596
CALIFORNIA, Hemet

Dynamic Hobbies
We carry HO, N, Atlas, BLMA, Fox
Valley, Kato, Walthers, Ross switches,
Gargraves, Peco, and laser kits.
45 foot long in-store layout!
Check us out on Facebook!

811 East Florida Ave. (951) 925-9331

CALIFORNIA, La Mesa (San Diego)
Reed’s Hobby Shop
Exclusively trains! Ride the trolley to
Reed’s. Craft kits, detail parts, Digitrax,
NCE, SoundTraxx dealer, scratch supplies,
& books. Open Mon — Sat: 10-6, Sun: 12-4.
www.reeds-hobbies.com
8039 La Mesa Blvd. (619) 464-1672

CALIFORNIA, La Mirada
R Hobbies
We now carry N, HO, O, and G.
Athearn, Atlas, Lionel,
and Woodland Scenics.
Mon - Sat: 10am-6pm, & closed Sunday.
We buy train collections.
14269 Imperial Hwy. (562) 777-9492
CALIFORNIA, Lodi
Roger’s Railroad Junction
Z-N-HO-HOn3-0n30-027-G
Engines, Rolling Stock, Buildings, Scenery,
Detail Parts, DCC, & More! Visit our virtual
tour at: www.rogersrailroadjunction.com
and click “get directions” to find our store.

105 S. Sacramento St. (209) 334-5623
CALIFORNIA, Pasadena

The Original Whistle Stop, Inc.
Model rail specialists since 1951.

All scales Z to G. Digitrax & NCE dealer.
Complete stock brass imports: new & used.
Books, structures, tools, & detail parts.

Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com

2490 E. Colorado Blvd. (626) 796-7791
CALIFORNIA, Roseville

Railroad Hobbies, Inc.
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,

Lionel, LGB, & Mérklin. Brass Imports,

books, & detail parts. Everyday low prices.
Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com
119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, Santa Clara

The Train Shop
100% trains. Discount prices, Super
selection, & Digitrax dealer.
Mon: 9:30am-3:00pm, Tue - Sat:
9:30am-6:00pm. Closed Sunday.
Dennis Cole: dcole4449@att.net
1829 Pruneridge Ave. (408) 296-1050

CALIFORNIA, Westminster (Orange Co.)

Arnie’s Model Trains
Located adjacent to Milepost 38 Toy Trains.
Forms a 7000 sq. ft. super model/toy train
megacenter. Discount Prices.
Authorized Soundtraxx & Digitrax dealer.
www.arniesmodeltrains.com
6452 Industry Way Ste. B (714) 893-1015

CALIFORNIA, Yuba City

The Western Depot
A full service model train store. Large
inventory of HO, N, O, 027, Tinplate,
& electronics. Authorized Digitrax dealer.
Plus books, videos, collector & giftitems.
www.westerndepot.com
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 (530) 673-6776

COLORADO, Colorado Springs

Custom Railway Supply
New and used brass. Southern Colorado’s
oldest, largest, and most complete train
stores. All gauges and all manufacturers.
www.CustomRailwaySupply.com

1015 Garden of the Gods Rd. #150 (719) 634-4616

CONNECTICUT, Branford
Branford Hobbies
Trains, planes, boats, & cars. Digitrax,
Lenz, MRC, & NCE dealer. Open Tue,
Wed, Thu: 10-5:30, Fri: 10-9, & Sat: 10-5.

Closed Sunday & Monday.

www. branfordhobbies.com
609 W. Main (rear) (203) 488-9865

CONNECTICUT, Canaan

Berkshire Hills Hobby Supply
Mainly model railroading.
All scales.
www.berkshirehillshobby.com
Tue - Fri: 11-6, Sat & Sun: 10-5.

93 Main Street (Rt. 44) (860) 824-0527

CONNECTICUT, Cos Cob

Ann’s Hobby Center
HO, N, Lionel. Lionel authorized dealer &
repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets, tools,
books, magazines, structural & diorama
supplies, along with pine car supplies.
Special orders welcome!
405 E. Putnam Ave. (203) 869-0969

CONNECTICUT, Manchester
Time Machine Hobby, LLC
“Largest Hobby Shop in New England”
All scales Z-G, MTH, Lionel, Marklin,
Walthers, & Digitrax dealer. Large operating
layouts. Sat — Wed; 10-6, Thu-Fri: 10-9.
www.timemachinehobby.com

71 Hilliard St. (860) 646-0610
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CONNECTICUT, Winsted
RR Model & Hobby Supply
A hobby shop for modelers by modelers.
From hard to get to latest & greatest. Free
classes & clinics — multi scales. Large
store of quality products @ fair prices with
friendly service. www.rrhobbysupply.com
100 Whiting St. (860) 379-3383
Taking a trip?
Bring Craftsman Along!

Check out the Dealer Directory.
Your map to local hobby shops!

DELAWARE, Ocean View

SeaSide Hobbies
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used... also Atlas, Bachmann,
& MTH! We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel
repairs. Large inventory of used HO. Open
Tue - Sat: 11am-4:30pm. Closed Sun & Mon.
15 Daisy Ave. (302) 539-1601
FLORIDA, Fort Myers

Metro Trains & Hobbies

Come visit our new store!
N, HO, O, & G Scale model railroading.
Accessories, paints, tools, scenery

supplies, & plastic models.

Mon — Sat: 10am-6pm. Closed Sunday.t

12951 Metro Parkway (239) 332-0422

FLORIDA, Melbourne

TRF Trains & MnT Hobbies
The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Zthru G scales... N scale our specialty!
Digitrax, Kato, Lionel, & Walthers Dealer.

Also Atlas, IM, BWL, Piko, LGB, & Rokuhan.
Mon - Sat: 10am-5pm. Email: trftrains@cfl.rr.com
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd. #12, U.S. 1 (321) 241-4997

FLORIDA, Port Charlotte

K & K Trains
Full line hobby shop specializing in trains
of all scales, new & used. Brand name dealer.
We buy trains. Large selection of
plastic model kits & die-cast vehicles.
Monday - Saturday: 9-3 or by appointment.
3271 Tamiami Trail, Ste. C (941) 883-69311
FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad
Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading
atits best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Visit us in store or on the Web at:
www.gemrr.com
Open Mon - Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.
3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303
FLORIDA, Spring Hill
Dana’s Railroad Supply
HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.
DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.
Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.
Hours: Tue — Sat: 10am-5pm.
www.danasrailroadsupply.com
4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484
GEORGIA, Riverdale

Riverdale Station Inc.
Atlanta’s favorite train store for over 36
years! Catering to the serious model
railroader. Quality kits, detail parts,
brass models, & Digitrax dealer. Open
Tue - Sat: 10-5:30. Fax (770) 907-4992
6632 Hwy. 85 (770) 991-6085
ILLINOIS, Burbank

The Golden Spike Train Shop
HO Specialties

One of the exclusive
model railroad shops in the midwest!

6357 W. 79th Street (708) 598-3114
ILLINOIS, Chicago
Ram Hobby Shop
HO & N - RTR to scratch

Complete RR supplies year round
Visit our “What’s New” showcase

6603 W. Higgins Ave. (773) 775-3382
ILLINOIS, Downers Grove
Timberline Train Shop, Ltd
HO & N Scale Model Trains and Accessories.
Two blocks South of the Metra Station at
Maple Avenue.
Email: sales @timberlinetrainshop.com
www.timberlinetrainshop.com
5228 Main St. (630) 324-6136
ILLINOIS, Geneseo

Green River Hobbies
HO, N, and O Scale Trains. Specializing
in Midwest Roads. Lionel VAD, MTH, Piko,
Walthers, InterMountain, & Woodland
Scenics dealer.
GRHobbies.com for directions & hours.

119 W. Exchange St. (309) 944-2620

ILLINOIS, Marion
Chuck’s Depot
Full-Line Hobby Shop. HO, N, & some
Z scale. Locomotives, RTR, Digitrax
dealer, scenery, plastic models, R/C,
tools, paints, & more....
Open Tue - Fri: 1:30-6:30pm, & Sat: 10-4pm.
1913 W. Rendelman St. (618) 993-9179
ILLINOIS, Maryville

K-10’s Model Trains
Large 60’ x 70’ customer operated DCC HO
layout. Located 17 miles from St. Louis near
1-70/1-55 exit 15B. Athearn, Atlas, Walthers,
Peco, MTH, Lionel, & Digitrax dealer.
Hours/maps see: www.k-10smodeltrains.com
19 Schiber Ct. (618) 288-9720
ILLINOIS, Mundelein

Ron’s Mundelein Hobbies, Inc.
An Old Time Friendly Shop. Serving
Northeastern lllinois for over 35 years!
Digitrax dealer. Web: mundeleinhobbies.com
Tue - Fri: 10am-6pm, Sat: 9am-4pm,

Sun: 11am-3pm. Fax: 847-949-8687
431 N. Lake Street (847) 949-8680

ILLINOIS, Rockford

Midwest Rail Junction
Full service model train store.
O, HO, N, & Z scales. Digitrax dealer.
Discounted prices. Special orders welcomed.
Open Mon - Sat: 9am-5:30pm.
www.midwestrailjunction.com
1611 N. Alpine Rd. Ste. 131 (815) 963-0200
ILLINOIS, Springfield

Castle Trains & Treasures
HO/G/N scales
Special orders / discount prices
Display layouts / clinics / assistance
Call for hours
Digitrax Dealer

4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. (217) 793-0407
NDIANA, Indianapolis

Train Central
An Old Fashion Train Shop
Z, N, HO, O Model Trains & Supplies
Digitrax dealer, & Railroad Books
www.waynestrains.biz
www.trainbooks.biz
6742 E. Wash. (U.S. 40) (317) 375-0832
INDIANA, Lafayette

Hawkins Rail Services
New location. You have to see it to believe
it! Color photos, detail parts, rolling stock,

structures; HO, HOn3, O, & N scales.

Monday — Friday: 12-5; Saturday: 10-5.
Mail to: PO Box 6008, Lafayette, IN 47903

3501 Union St. Ste. 6 (765) 742-5577

I0WA, Urbandale

Hobby Haven

N, HO, O, Lionel, MTH, Atlas, Digitrax
dealer. Exit #129 1-80/I-35, 2 miles south.
lowa’s Premier Model Railroad Store.
Open 7 days a week
www.hobbyhaven.com
2575 86th St. (515) 276-8785
KANSAS, Overland Park (KC Area)

Fred’s Train Shop
0, S, HO, N, Z, & G Scales. Lionel,
LGB, MTH, Mérklin, & more! Digitrax dealer.
New, Used, and Vintage trains & repairs.

Extensive scenery line.
www.fredstrainshop.com

7327 West 80th St. (913) 383-3500

MARYLAND, Cockeysville

M.B. Klein, Inc.
Model railroad headquarters since 1913.
Excellent selection of HO & N equipment &
accessories, plus Lionel & MTH — all at
discount prices. Mon - Fri: 10-5, Sat: 9-5
www.modeltrainstuff.com
243-A Cockeysville Rd. (410) 229-9995
MARYLAND, Gaithersburg

Engine House Hobbies
Trains and more. Serving your creative
needs. Primarily O, HO, scenery, and
tools. Other scales ordered.
Digitrax & DCC dealer.
www.enginehousehobbies.net

1-A E. Diamond Ave. (301) 590-0816

MASSACHUSETTS, Ashburnham

Shepaug Railroad Company
HO and N Scale Trains
Auth. Athearn, Digitrax, Micro-Trains, &
Walthers dealer. Tue & Thu: 10am-4pm,
Wed & Fri: 11am-6pm, & Sat: 10am-6pm
www.halfpricehobby.com
23 Westminster St. (978) 537-2277
MASSACHUSETTS, Malden

Charles Ro Supply Company
Serving train hobbyists for over 40 years
Fullline of N, HO, S, O, & G scales
Atlas, Athearn, Bachmann, Brdwy. Ltd, MTH,
& Walthers. Visit our 5000 sq. ft. store
or Order Online at www.charlesro.com

662 Cross St. (781) 321-0090
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ADVERTISING!!! NEW YORK, Astoria (L.1.C.) OREGON, Portland TEXAS, Houston
Railroad Model Craftsman Rudy’s Hobby & Art Whistle Stop Trains Inc. Spring Crossing
Connect with your customers. Trains, accessories, tools Your complete model railroad store.
Find serious Paints, models, art supplies Gauges Z through G. Digitrax dealer, Exclusively Model Railroading
model railroaders Balsa wood, metals, & plastics Brass, and scratch building supplies. Brass, Tools, Craftsman Kits
here. Open Wed - Sat: 11-6:30 Mon - Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Closed Sunday Repair/Painting/Electronics/software
Suggested by fellow dealers. www.wsor.com
Call: 800-282-3291, ext. 304 Today! 35-16 30th Ave. (718) 545-8280 11724 SE. Division St. (503) 761-1822 1420 Spring Cypress Rd. (281) 353-9484
MICHIGAN, Flint NEW YORK, Mineola PENNSYLVANIA, Blue Ridge Summit TEXAS, San Antonio
Rider’s Hobby Shop of Flint Willis Hobbies Mainline Hobby Supply Dibble’s Hobbies
G (LGB, 1:20.3), O (Lionel, MTH), On30, Since 1949. Long Island’s largest full-line Supplier for O, HO, & N scale needs Model railroading is our specialty!
HO, & N. Locos, buildings, cars, figures, hobby superstore. 10,000 sq. ft. Featuring Reasonable prices & friendly service We carry HO, N, Z, O, & G scales. DCC
kits, track, scenery supplies, details, books, MTH, Lionel, Mérklin HO & Z, HO Monday — Saturday: 10am-5pm & Digitrax Dealer, detail parts, Marklin,
& videos. Digitrax dealer. Repair service. & N scales. Books, detail parts, & much more! Sunday: 1pm-5pm Books, figures, structures, & tools.
Mon - Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, Sun: 12-5 www.willishobbies.com www.mainlinehobby.net Tuesday — Saturday: 10am-6pm.
2061 S. Linden (810) 720-2500 300 Willis Ave. (516) 746-3944 15066 Buchanan Trail E. (717) 794-2860 1029 Donaldson Ave. (210) 735-7721
MICHIGAN, Fraser NEW YORK, Smithtown PENNSYLVANIA, Bristol VIRGINIA, Chantilly
P & D Hobby Shop 3 Guys Hobbies, Inc. Trainpops Attic Train Depot
Full line hobby shop. We carry most major brands & accessories Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH, M rklin,
Open Mon - Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, HO, N, & O Gauges. for N- G gauges. Buy * Sell + Repair & Digitrax dealer. Repairs done on site.
& Sun: 12-5. 0, HO & N scale trains, All major lines carried. Open March — September; Wed - Fri: 11-8, All scales, sales, and service. G, S, O,
scratch building supplies, DCC & Digitrax We are model railroaders! Sat: 11-7, Sun: 11-6. www.trainpops.com 0On30, HO, N, & Z.
dealer. Visit: www.pdhobbyshop.com E-mail: trainpopsattic@gmailcom www.traindepot.biz
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. (586) 296-6116 10 Lawrence Ave. (631) 265-8303 400 Mill St. (215) 788-2014 13944 Willard Rd. Ste. 1 (703) 953-3767
MICHIGAN, Traverse City NEW YORK, Syracuse (East) PENNSYLVANIA, Broomall VIRGINIA, Midlothian
Trains & Things Hobbies Central Hobby Supply Nicholas Smith Trains Todd’s Hobbies
Let your imagination run wild! 100% model railroading! HO & N scales. American Flyer, Lionel, LGB, & Piko. HO & N scale trains. Atlas, Brass, & Walthers.
Zto G, Lionel, scratch building supplies, New England, Canadian specialists, HO, N, Z, & On30. Standard O & S gauges Digitrax & SoundTraxx Dealer.
scenery, special orders, structures, & Digitrax dealer. Closed Monday. bought, sold, & traded. Auth. service center. Full Service Hobby Shop!
tools, armor, cars, ships, & more.... Call for hours. Mon, Wed, Fri: 10-9, Tue & Thu: 10-7, Located in the Village Market Place.
Also, visit: www.tctrains.com www.centralhobby.com Sat: 10-5. www.nstrains.com Open Mon - Thu: 10-6, Fri: 10-8, & Sat: 10-4.
210 East Front St. (231) 947-1353 102 Walter Dr. (315) 437-6630 2343 West Chester Pike (610) 353-8585 13140 Midlothian Tpke. (804) 464-4900
MONTANA, Billings NORTH CAROLINA, Arden (Asheville Area) PENNSYLVANIA, Lansdale WASHINGTON, Everett
Jim’s Junction Factory Direct Trains Lin’s Junction Broadway Hobbies
Model railroading headquarters for the Asheville’s Finest Model Railroading Store Exclusively trains. N & HO scales. N, HO, O, & G. Complete hobby shop.
Northern Rockies. HO, HOn3, & N gauge. N & HO Scale Trains; Accessories and Hrs: Tue - Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-5. Parts, supplies, kits, tools, and more.
Digitrax dealer, kits, parts, tools, & books. More! Zip Code 28704 Specializing in DCC; sound, sales, Operating HO & G scale layouts!
Tue — Fri: 10-5:30, & Sat: 10-4. Closed Sun-Mon. www.factorydirecttrains.com & installations. Digitrax, North Coast, & www.mybroadwayhobbies.com
trains28@bresnan.net  www.jimsjunction.com ask@factorydirecttrains.com Sound Traxx dealer. www.linsjunction.com
811 B 16th St. West (406) 259-5354 7 Glenn Bridge Rd. Unit B (800) 990-3381 128 S. Line St. (215) 412-7711 2531 Broadway (425) 252-6130
NEBRASAKA, Deshler NORTH CAROLINA, Landis PENNSYLVANIA, Strasburg WASHINGTON, Spokane
Spring Creek Model Trains Chuck’s Trains Strasburg Train Shop Sunset Junction Hobby Shop
Largest HO/N scales inventory from Denver Specializing in N, HO, & O scale Trains From trains to die-cast to scenery.... 100% Trains!
to Chicago. Stop in & say, WOW! All major & accessories. O scale Pre-War & Post-War We have everything for the layout builder! Authorized Digitrax Dealer.
brands, DVDs, Digitrax dealer, & more! parts, service, & repair. N, HO, O, Lionel ~ We buy & sell used trains. Open Tuesday-Friday: 10am — 6pm.
Mon - Fri: 10-6. Weekend Hours vary... call DCC & Digitrax Dealer. Open 7 days a week, year ‘round. Always open Saturday: 9am — 4pm.
ahead! www.springcreekmodeltrains.com www.Chuckstrains.com www.etrainshop.com Closed Sundays & Mondays.
304 E. Bryson Ave. (402) 365-7628 129 S. Central Ave. (704) 855-7245 226 Gap Rd (717) 687-0464 419 E. Sprague Ave. (509) 838-2379
NEBRASKA, Omaha NORTH CAROLINA, Spencer PENNSYLVANIA, Williamsport (Montoursville) WISCONSIN, Green Bay
House of Trains Inc. Little Choo Choo Shop, Inc. English’s Model Railroad Supply EngineHouse Services, LLC
One of the oldest and most experienced Across from NC Transportation Museum. Large One of the Northeast's largest model railroad Exclusively trains!
stores around. We carry all Scales! selection of trains in all scales, Digitrax and full line train shops. All scales Z to G. Specializing in DCC, N, HO, & G scales.
Huge Selection! dealer, RR videos/books, & children’s toys. Bowser, Athearn, Atlas, Walthers, Lionel & MTH. DCC installation, Digtrax dealer, award
DCC and Digitrax dealer. Tue - Sat: 10-5:30. www.littlechoochooshop.com Mon - Fri: 9-5:30, Sat: 9-5. winning custom painting & building available.
www.houseoftrains.com Or info@littlechoochooshop.com www.enginehouseservices.com
8106 Maple St. (402) 934-7245 500 S Salisbury Ave. (800) 334-2466 201 Streibeigh Ln. (570) 368-2516 2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H (920) 490-4839
NEVADA, Las Vegas NORTH CAROLINA, Wilson RHODE ISLAND, Warwick WISCONSIN, Millwaukee
Westside Trains The Antique Barn & Train Shop A. A. Hobbies, Inc. Walthers Showroom
Large variety of HO, N, & Lionel O gauge Complete stock of HO & N. HO trains, accessories, detail parts,
trains. Auth. Digitrax, Lionel, Kato, Tue - Sat: 10am-6pm. Craftsperson kits, supplies, & tools. Exclusively Model Railroading since 1932.
& MTH dealer. Only 7 miles west of the Good prices — Home of Wilson Area Model Open Tue - Fri: 12-8pm, Sat: 10-6pm, One-stop Model Railroad Shopping!
Las Vegas strip. Call for business hours. RR. giant HO Modular layout. Visitors (Sunday, Nov & Dec: 12-4pm), & closed Monday. 800-487-2467 www.walthers.com
www.westsidetrainslv.com welcome. www.theantiquebarn.net 1/2-mile West of airport. aahobbies@gmail.com
2960 S. Durango Ste. 117 (702) 254-9475 2810 Forest Hills Rd. (252) 237-6778 655 Jefferson Blvd. (401) 737-7111 5619 W. Florist Ave. (414) 461-1050
NEW JERSEY, Cedar Grove OHIO, Alliance Making a purchase? CANADA — AB, Calgary
Tony’s Train Town Rob’s Trains Visit your local hobby store! Trains And Such
Auth. Dealer for Mérklin, Lionel, LGB, Kato, HO & N scale trains, Athearn, All scales both new & used; Brass, Lionel,
Digitrax, Athearn, MTH, & more. Walthers, & Kadee. Accessories, detail & more. DCC & Digitrax dealer, including
G, 0, 0-27, S, HO, N, & Z scales. parts, scratch-building supplies, Digitrax, Tell them Craftsman sent you! installation, & service. Plus books,
Full line scenery, buildings & accessories. TCS, & Soundtraxx dealer. Tue, Thu, Fri: collectibles, and more.
We sell the Best & service the rest. 12-8, Sat: 10-3. www.robstrains.com www.trainsandsuch.com
575 Pompton Ave. (973) 857-2337 333 East Main (330) 823-7222 6043 Centre St. S. (403) 277-7226
NEW JERSEY, Piscataway OHIO, Columbus TENNESSEE, Wartrace CANADA — BC, Vancouver
The Model Railroad Shop The Train Station The Dixie Flyer Central Hobbies
Since 1933 -HO, N, & O scales. Exclusively Model Trains Located next to CSX Mainline. Large selection of model RR supplies. Brass
Fire Truck models, RR. books-repair-service, G, 0, 027, HO, N, & Thomas Wooden Railway. 10 min. off -24 exit #97. Model Railroad models, Athearn, Atlas, Shinohara, Rapido,
& Digitrax dealer. Mon — Sat: 10am-6pm, Mon - Thu: 10-6, Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, supplies, operating HO, O, & N scale trains, MTL, Digitrax, NCE dealer, & more. Special
Wed & Fri: till 9pm. Closed Sunday. Sun: 12-5. Books, DVDs, & Digitrax Dealer. railroadiana, & collectibles. Wed - Fri: 10am- orders! Open 11-6, Fritil 9, Closed Sun.
www.themodelrailroadshop.com www.trainstationohio.com 5pm, & Sat: 9am-6pm. www.dixieflyertrains.com www.central-hobbies.com
290 Vail Ave. (732) 968-5696 4430 Indianola Avenue (614) 262-9056 98 Main St. (800) 465-0448 2825 Grandview Hwy. (604) 431-0771
NEW JERSEY, Pt. Pleasant Beach OKLAHOMA, Oklahoma City TEXAS, Athens CANADA — ON, Mississauga
The Train Room Whistle Stop Trains, Inc. Harris Hobbies The Credit Valley Railway Co. Ltd.
A Complete Model Railroad Store ¢ Over 600 All Model RR - Discount Prices! Specializing in HO, HOn3, & Brass 6,000 square feet, All Trains!
Engines in Stock + N + HO « O « Digitrax Digitrax, Soundtraxx, TCS & MRC * Blackstone ¢+ Tsunami « InterMountain « Kadee Premier Selection & Service!
dealer « Auth. MTH and Lionel Dealer ¢ dealer, & Decoder installations. « Digitrax Dealer « Walthers « Coach Yard In store clinics and layouts!
Walthers ¢+ Atlas « Atlas O « Mon - Sun: 10-6 ¢ Open Mon - Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm. Decoder installs, & custom painting Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
www.thetrainroomnj.com Website: WhistleStopTrains.com jack@harrishobbies.com www.harrishobbies.com www.cvrco.com
715 Arnold Ave. (732) 892-5145 1313 W Britton Rd. (405) 842-4846 9323 C.R. 1127 (903) 489-2646 2900 Argentia Rd. #24 (800) 464-1730
NEW JERSEY, Somerville OREGON, Beaverton TEXAS, Houston CANADA — ON, Paris
The Big Little Railroad Shop Tammie’s Hobbies G & G Model Shop, Inc. Paris Junction Hobbies
Full line all scales N thru G. Specializing Complete full service hobby shop. HO & N, Lionel trains. Full line hobby shop « Large stock of HO & N
in service. Digitrax dealer. Tue-Wed: HO, N, Lionel, LGB, & Z scales. Complete line of plastic kits, military, Special orders weekly « All scales
11am-6:30pm, Thu-Fri: 11am-7pm, Mon — Fri: 10am-6pm, Sat: 10am-5pm, & architecture supplies. All accessories * Scenery & supplies
Sat: 11am-5pm, & Sun: 12pm-4pm & Sun: 12pm-5pm. Open Mon - Fri: 11am-6pm, Sat: 10am-5pm. DCC, Digitrax & SoundTraxx dealer
www.biglittle.com jan@biglittle.com www.tammieshobbies.com www.gandgmodelshop.com www.parisjunctionhobbies.com
63 W. Main St. (908) 685-8892 12024 SW. Canyon Rd. (503) 644-4535 2522 Times Blvd. (713) 529-7752 300 Grand River St. N. (519) 442-5800
NEW JERSEY, Westmont OREGON, Portland TEXAS, Houston CANADA — ON, Toronto (Markham)
Sattler’s Hobby Shop The Hobby Smith Papa Ben’s Train Place George’s Trains, Ltd.
HO, N, Z, Lionel, Brass, DCC All Trains, All Scales! Canadian Train Specialists since 1962
Key, Oriental, Overland, Walthers & Digitrax dealer. DCC, Books, Brass, Repairs, + Proto-Paint Distributor « Custom Run Items
structures, books, exclusively trains Reservation discounts, New, Used, & Digitrax dealer. « All Scales « Digitrax Dealer + Special Orders
since 1955, HO and N scale & Consignments. 16 minutes from Airport. papabens.com + Closed Mondays ¢ 1-877-8TRAINS
www.hobbysmith.com papabenstrains @gmail.com www.georgestrains.com
14 Haddon Ave. (856) 854-7136 1809 NE. Cesar Chavez Blvd. (503) 284-1912 4007 Bellaire Blvd. Ste. E (713) 523-5600 550 Alden Rd Unit 101 (905) 470-6200
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White River Productions

NEW ARRIVALS

EASTBOUND TRAINS

= PENNSYLVANIA R.R. LINES WEST
T VOLUME 3: CRESTLINE TO CHICAGO

6496

Order ikem FLW3

o THE METROLINERS

AMERICAS FIRST HIGH-SPEED TRAINS

*59986

Order item TMET

WESTBOUND TRAINS

4

2 P RAILROAD PIT STOPS

BEAUTIFUL LOCOMOTIVE PORTRAITS

2495

Order item RRPS

S FOREST RAILS

% GEORGIA-PACIFIC RAILROADS

Y7996

Order item FRET

3 DAYS, 20 BUCKS

CLASSIC NARROW GAUGE FAN TRIPS

498

Order item TDTB

RO17 (N30 ANNUAL

0 SCALE NARROW GAUGE MODELING

$19.96

Order ikem ON17

SHOPAVINLERIVETErDUuCLIonS=c o

WHITERIVER Toll-free (877) 787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433
PRODUCTIONS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 ¢ info@WhiteRiverProductions.com

€ WhiteRiverProductions




Railroad Model Craftsman Advertising Index - May 2017

F-G P
3000Toys.com 2 Fifer Hobby Supply, LLC 88 Passenger Train Journal 35,73
A GoodDealsDCC 2 Patch King 86
Accurail. Inc 77 Great Midwest Train SROW.......c.cocovcrrscrrrnrrce 97 Port Lines Hobby Supply 2
’ ) Great Train Show 97 Pre-Size Model Specialties...........ooeereeeeceeeeevene 84
Aero-Car Hgbby (Tl v) | 84 Greenberg Shows 97 Protocraft 4
All Electronics Corp 82
Allegheny Scale Models 81 H-1 . ‘ R
Amarillo Railroad MuSeum, INC.........ccceeeeeerecercereees 33 HO Collector %5 Ra!lfan & Railroad. 35
American Limited MOdelS ...........oorrrrreeerreeeeeeeeerene 83 e Railroad Model CraftSman. ............c.eeeeeeeerrererressreeses 35
American Models. ) INtErMOUNAIN RAIWAY GO 3 Railr0adLineMOTEIS.COM. v 77
Atlas Model Railroad CO.........ccoooooeeeeeresccsssscesecerresrees 27 K-L Eapidg Trairés, Inc. 99, 1gg
iver Point Station
Raalrax 8 Kadee Quality Products CO...........ocvceceeeeueummrsrrrrrnnenns 87 Ron's Books. 85
B Kanamodel Products Inc 86 s
) Kato. 1
Bar Mills Scale Model WOrKS..............ccooveeececrrvrreee LayoutPrinting.com 91 S Scale Resource. 2
Berett Hill Trains LG - Layout Command Control (NMRA).......g2,93  oanduanGarCo...... 7
Bethlehem Car Works Lionel 5 Scale Str_uctures, LIMIE. e 79
Bills Trains & Track Litchfield Station g SECUENERTIL. %
Black Bear Scale MOdElS........oovceeeeeereseeesceeeee Smokebox Graphics 81
Blair Line M Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society....... 86
Bollinger Edgerly Scale Trains ............cooeeeeeresccee MB Kiein 80 St. Louis RPM 2017. 84
Bowser Manufacturing Co. Inc. Micro-Mark 51 Steam In The Garden. 83
Broadway Limited Imports, LLC..........cco..ooovreerrrrrrnnee. 6 Model Decal Depot s T
(o] Model Railroad News 35 TCS Train Control SyStems............rerereeeeveeevesnnnnne 86
Caboose Model Railroad Warehouse ............eeovccceescceenee 80 Tomar Industries 86
Call To Action Model Tech Studios 76 Top Shelf Replicas 2
Central Valley Model WOTKS..............coeevveveevereerrsrennnes Monroe Models 76 Toy Train Heaven 29
Chicago & North Western Historical Society . Motive Power Installers 4 TrainMaster, The 89
Chooch Enterprises Inc Trains & Railroads of the Past ...........c..ccourreeerineens 35
Clover House N Trainshow.com 97
Coach Yard, The N Scale Architect 81 TrainWeb 33
Commercial Scale MOGEIS .........oo.ooeroererseroroe N Scale Enthusiast 78 TrainWorld 4
Crusader Rail Services N Scale Magazine 83 Trainz.com 79
D N Scale Railroading 88 u-v
DCG Hobby Supply. 88 m‘ﬂ)lfn?;;pac:irétrt:;nw 8; UNderground RAINVaY PTESS ....ovevrersrsersrsrsr 90
Bz;li?::aile;ﬁtcronlcs, e ;g Narrow Gauge & Short Line Gazette................. 35 gz:gm?;egr?:;serin gg
Downtown Deco a1 National ASSOCiation Of S GAUGETS ... 2 9 9
National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) ......... w
, E NorthWest Short Ling (NWSL) w....ooevvsvsesvcee 79 Whiste Stop, Inc, The OFiginal ... 88
St el White River Productions......... 31, 35, 73, 83, 89, 96
Erie Lackawanna Historical SOCIety ............ccuuuueceeeees 85 o Woodland Scenics 10
Evergreen Scale Models, INC.................ccrmermrmrmrrnnnns 78 0 Scale Trains
OK Engines/Streamliners ..............comereveeessmeeeesnsnnes Y
0Oak Hill Model Railroad Track Supply, Ye Olde Huff N Puff 76

= Buy Tickets Online Now FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT:

= and Save Money! 280 Carlton Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60188

...;F“ MA’”.’”ﬂmtﬂ)" www.TrainShow.com (630)-290-1962 - Info@TrainShow.com

e ——————

T ORADN 3ty
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Greenberg Shows

America’s Premier
Train & Toy Show

. *Z—="=_  Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm
April 1-2 * Rochester, NY
Rochester Dome Arena

July 22-23 * Monroeville, PA

Great Train Shows

TRAN g : .
9:00 am - 3:00 (T}  Quality Train Shows
am . P Coast To Coast

County Farm & Manchester, - ] Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm
Wheaton, IL 60187 ——

Largest Monthly Train Show in the US

DuPage County Fairgrounds

July 8-9 * Pomona, CA

Monroeville Convention Center
Apr 9 May 7 Jun 11 Aug 13 Sept 10 .
August 5-6 * Timonium, MD | | | Fairplex
Maryland State Fairgrounds VISIT TRAINSHOW.COM FOR DISCOUNTS
B R & THE LATEST TRAIN SHOW DATES July 22-23 « Belleville, IL
August 26-27 * Chantilly, VA HAVE TRAINS TO SELL? Belle Clair Fairgrounds
Sl S il CALL 630-290-1962
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Toronto Transit Commission (TTC) maroon/cream i -
12 other North American Transit schemes available

RAPIDD [T RNIITSBUS

The New Look, also known as the "Fishbowl" Bus, was the face of North American public transit in the latter half of the 20th
century with almost 45,000 built between 1959 and 1986. For the first time in any scale, you can now purchase a museum-
quality HO model of this classic bus scanned from the real thing. The firsi release model comes with double-strecm recr exit doors.

Features include:
e Correct tubular profile and multiple bumper styles
e Full interior including separate seats & handrails
e Steerable front wheels ® Many etched details

e Optional aircon housing & standee windows

e Optional etched metal advertisment frames

e Multiple route/destination decals

Deluxe models also feature:
¢ Interior lighting and working headlights/tail lights
e Painted seats with painted handrails

e llluminated destination sign (12v power supply not incloded)

W

White Painted/unlettered model
Six painted/unlettered versions available plus an undecorated kit.

Unlettered versions include optional standee windows, optional roof hatches, AC and other details, and multiple bumper styles.

FIRST RUN SCHEMES - FIND OUT MORE AT RAPIDOTRAINS.COM/HO-NEW-LOOK-BUS/

PAINTED AND UNLETTERED

{ RED/SILVER

7= PAINTED AND UNLETTERED

!/ YELLOW/SILVER

o ||| S -

m TIC MAROON m EDMONTON TRANSIT
e £ 1 W LOS ANGELES (LAMTA)

PAINTED AND UNLETTERED

(S| W) BLUE/SIVER
SR S || || SN S]] PAINTED AND UNLETTERED
SR | Egts GREEN/SILVER
1L ST LOUIS (BI-STATE) BoiVER C

*. PAINTED AND UNLETTERED

m—ﬁ* ﬁﬁ—ﬁ” WHITE/SIIVER

LML UNDECORATED KIT
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NNEW HAVEDN [Ghe

PARLOR AND PARLOR-LLOUNGES s

Very Own
PARLOR CAR CHAIR

Rapido Trains Inc. is proud to announce the next car in our HO scale
Pullman-Bradley lightweight series - the New Haven Parlor and Parlor-
lounge cars. Your passengers can now travel in true comfort and style!

@ Accurately designed from original blueprints @ Operating diaphragms with end gates

@ Correct tubular cross section @ Separate grab irons, factory-installed

@ Accurate Pullman-Standard stainless steel fluting profile € 41-BNO-11 trucks with blackened metal wheels To

@ Rapido’s renowned stainless steel finish ¢ 22” minimum radius (18” radius with modification) NEW YO RK

4 Partial skirting or no skirting as appropriate @ Macdonald-Cartier metal magnetic knuckle couplers From From

4 Full and correct interior details for both versions 4 Many car names plus un-named per paint scheme BOSTON FROVIDENCE
@ Track-powered constant lighting for DC and DCC @ Extra seats included to make as-delivered cars w/extra seat row 51 395 5“.76
4 Full underbody details 4 Unnamed models include car name decals/optional name boards

36-Seat Parlor — NH Green (w/skirts) 36-Seat Parlor — NH McGinnis (no skirts)

-"

26-Seat Parlor/14-Seat Lounge — NH McGinnis (w/skirts)

RAPIDO"

TRAINS INC. Quality. Style. Spirit. www.rapidotrains.com

o —y
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