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This month’s 
cover image

Subscribe now and 
save ££££s on your 
favourite magazine
Get Model Rail for less! 
See p26.

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
by email: modelrail@ 
bauermedia.co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA

Or you can call us 
on 01733 468412

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail
X: @modelrailUK

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues, 
back issues or any other 
queries, please email 
bauer@subscription.co.uk 
or call our UK number on 
01858 438884. 
To manage your account 
online visit https://secure.
greatmagazines.co.uk/Solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on  
01858 438884.
l Overseas customers should 
call +44 1858 438884.

I’m always fascinated to see how railway 
modellers manage to find room for a layout, 
and Kevin Crane’s ‘Gonerby’ really grabbed 
my imagination. Built on a shoulder-high 
shelf around his home office, it offers 
something a little different as a background 
for video work calls!

Kevin’s assertion that the layout’s height 
makes it more effective for viewing has set 
me thinking, as many of us follow the 
convention for table-top or midriff height, but 
there is definite merit in viewing any model 
as if you were standing at the lineside.

You can read all about Kevin’s excellent 
layout on page 28, and his inclusion of a scrap 
metal terminal has reminded me of a similar 
facility I’d like to include on one of my own 
layouts – and of the half-finished fleet of 
POA/SSA wagons I need to complete.

Talking of scrap metal wagons, Cavalex’s 
new JXA (reviewed on page 90) tickled my 
fancy this month, as I’m a real sucker for open 
wagons that appeared shabby in real life and 
carried commodities that provide an 
interesting modelling challenge. It’s great to 
see new models of wagon types that have not 
been available before. Other highlights of this 
month’s review section include the incredible 
Hornby‑Dublo Deltic, Dapol’s Class 87 and 
Rapido’s ‘N’ gauge version of the LNER 
dynamometer car. 

It has been a really exciting month at Model 
Rail HQ, as we've just launched a brand-new 
ModelRailOffers.co.uk website, which boasts a 
much-improved browsing experience, 
especially when navigating the site on a 
smartphone or tablet. There’s also a smoother 
checkout process, and we’re adding plenty of 

Welcome

interesting extra content on there, too. The 
new site also allows us to run more special 
offers, so there’ll be even more chances to save 
money on our exciting range of exclusive 
limited-edition models. Be sure to check out 
ModelRailOffers.co.uk and you may be able to 
grab yourself some bargains.

Happy modelling!

George Dent Head of Content

www.facebook.com/modelrail
www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

Kevin Crane has built ‘Gonerby’ atop a shelf in his 
Kevin Crane has built ‘Gonerby’ atop a shelf in his 

office – see page 28. CHRIS NEVARDoffice – see page 28. CHRIS NEVARD

Model Rail essential information
Q: Want to order one of our exclusive models?
A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
01209 705459.

Q: Want to order one of our bookazines?
A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
01858 438884.

Q: Have a problem or query about our digital 
magazines?
A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: Subscription issue not arrived?
A: Call our Subscriptions Department on 01858 438884.

Chris Nevard’s ‘Whimsy Pit’ 
layout has been created from 
salvaged sections of previous 
projects. Chris’ three-part 
guide to how it was done 
begins this month – turn to 
page 42. CHRIS NEVARD

Get in touch

Meet the team behind the UK’s 
best modelling magazine

Richard Gunn – Content Editor
Loosely modelling the Longmoor 
Military Railway in ‘N’ gauge.

Thomas Bright – Content Editor
Has a gift for telling great stories and a 
passion for steam.

Helen Milbank – Deputy Head of Content
Our newest member is ‘on track’ to 
help the team keep to the timetable. Chris 

Nevard
Peter 

Marriott
Chris 
Leigh

Ben 
Ando

Nick 
Brodrick

This month’s contributors

Ben 
Jones

Tony 
Streeter
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Order yours today!
Browse our entire range of exclusive models, 
including GWR ‘16XXs’, LNER ‘J70s’, SR ‘USA’ tanks, 
R&H ‘PWMs’, BR Class 11s & 12s and BR Class 48s. 

Workbench

SUBSCRIBE…
…and save money 

with the latest 
reader offer 

see p26

42 Building Whimsy Pit, 
Part 1

In the first instalment of a new series, Chris 
Nevard shows us how he took two finished 
layout projects, carved them up and created 
something very special.

48 Muck up a Class 70
Things started going wrong 

when George Dent began tweaking 
a Bachmann Class 70, but a new set of 
decals saved the day.

54 Build a modern 
industrial unit 

Making structures from scratch can be 
satisfying and Peter Marriott shows how 
easy it can be.

42 Building Whimsy Pit, Part 1

48 Muck up a Class 70

54 Build a modern industrial unit

98

Unique models you can only buy from us

68 Layout: Holgate
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The Big 
Picture
The last trains 
passed over the 
much-lamented 
Woodhead line 
45 years ago this 
July, with British 
Rail closing the 
trans‑Pennine 
route for good, 
following years as 
a freight-only 
connection. 
Brian Tucker’s 
‘Gorton Lane’ 
pays homage to 
this pioneering 
electrified inter-city 
railway, depicting 
a fictional traction 
maintenance 
depot somewhere 
between Manchester 
and Sheffield. 
Read the full story 
about ‘Gorton Lane’ 
in a future issue of 
Model Rail.
Photography: 
Chris Nevard

Opening the box
The latest happenings from the world of model railways
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ir William Stanier’s 
legendary mixed-
traffic Class 5 
workhorse, the ‘Black 

Five’ has been added to Hornby’s 
‘TT:120’ steam fleet, with the first 
production batch due to land at 
the end of the year.

Developed with the aid of 
research undertaken during 
Hornby’s recent, wheels-up 
revamp of its ‘OO’ gauge ‘Stanier 
Five’, the 1:120 scale version will 
feature an equally impressive 
level of detail and fidelity. 
A powerful coreless motor is fed 

by power collected by all 
driving and tender wheels 
and models will come 
supplied with optional 
miniature snowploughs.

The tooling allows for 
many variations across 
the huge prototype fleet, 
including rivetted or flush 
bufferbeams and smokeboxes, 
AWS fitment where appropriate, 
steam lance fitment and top 
feed apparatus.

Three versions have been 
announced so far (available in 
DCC-ready and DCC sound-fitted 

formats), with each featuring 
separate domes and top feeds 
and Stanier-welded tenders.

All models are equipped with 
a Next18 decoder socket within 
the tender, with space for 
a speaker and optional Hornby 
Power Bank unit.
What’s planned?
• TT3068M Class 5MT No. 5408, 

LMS lined black
• TT3069M Class 5MT No. 45315, 
BR lined black, early crest
• TT3070M Class 5MT No. 45446, 
BR lined black, late crest
When’s it due? November
Prices: £189.99 (DCC-ready), 
£259.99 (DCC sound)
Availability: Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

LMS ‘BLACK FIVE’ LEADS 
HORNBY’S ‘TT:120’ 
APRIL RANGE LAUNCH TT

GAUGE

There was much more within 
Hornby’s April ‘TT:120’ range 
launch, with several new 
livery options for existing 
locomotives and rolling stock. 
The diminutive Class A1 ‘Terrier’ 
0‑6‑0T returns, in Isle of Wight 
lined maroon, LSWR lined green 
and LBSCR Stroudley ‘Improved 
Engine Green’, along with a host 
of four-wheel coaches in 
matching LSWR and IoW paint 
schemes. Another small tank 
locomotive is the ‘J50’, with 
LNER and BR versions for 
buyers to choose between.

The BR Class 08 diesel 
shunter gains EWS red/maroon 
and a special BR/GER lined 
blue scheme, as applied to 
D3760 (08593) Colchester TMD 
in the 1990s. The Class 37 also 
gains a few new editions, with 
37413 in Transrail grey and 
37254 in InterCity depicting 
two popular prototypes.

Another famous English 
Electric diesel is the Class 50, 
with a further two new models, 
offering D403 in original Rail 
blue condition and 50026 
Indomitable in ‘large logo’ blue.

Fans of early privatisation era 
HSTs will enjoy the Class 43 
power car set and Mk 3 coaches 
(the latter sold individually) in 
First Great Western ‘fag packet’ 
green/gold colours.

More coaching stock is 
added, allowing longer rakes of 
BR Mk 1s to be created in blue/
grey, plus a few K-type Pullman 
cars. In terms of freight vehicles, 
the KFA container wagons, CDA 

china clay hoppers and 
HAA coal hoppers 
reappear with new liveries 
and numbers (and 
different containers in the 
case of the KFA). For the 
steam/transition era, new 
versions of the 12ton tank, 
plus and various vans and 
seven-plank opens. 

OTHER ‘TT:120’ HIGHLIGHTS TT
GAUGE

Opening the box
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Another all-new model for ‘TT:120’ is the BR/
Brush Type 2, the tooling for which caters for 
both the original Mirrlees-engined Class 30 
and the re-engineered Class 31 with English 
Electric power units. Accordingly, both the 
‘skinhead’ and headcode box variants are on 
offer, with pre- and post-refurbishment details 
observed where appropriate.

Models feature working lights and 
a five-pole, skew-wound motor, with 
drive to (and power collection 
from) all wheels. The initial 
production batch consist of 
four BR-era liveries, with DCC 
sound-fitted options available 
on some versions. 
What’s planned?
• TT3071M BR Class 30 D5502, 
BR green
• TT3072M BR Class 31/1 31270, 
BR Rail blue

• TT3073M BR Class 31/1 31237, 
Railfreight ‘red stripe’
• TT3074M BR Class 31/1 31219, 
‘Dutch’ grey/yellow
When’s it due? 2027 (TBC)
Prices: £159.99 (DCC-ready), 
£229.99 (DCC sound)
Availability: Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

BRUSH TYPE 2 ADDED TO DIESEL ROSTER TT
GAUGE

HOPPING TO IT: THREE ALL-NEW ‘TT’ WAGONS
On the rolling stock front, the BR 
YGA/YGB ‘Seacow’ and YGH 
‘Sealion’ bogie ballast hoppers 
are new to Hornby’s ‘TT:120’ 
range, available in BR black and 
‘Dutch’ liveries and EWS red. 
Featuring a highly detailed body 
and chassis, the Civil Engineers 

wagons are offered individually 
(£44.99) and in triple-packs 
(£129.99).  

Also added to the range is the 
HEA domestic coal hopper, 
which is perfect for BR 
air-braked freight workings from 
the 1970s to the early ‘90s. BR 

bauxite and Railfreight red/grey 
schemes are available, again 
as single (£29.99) or triple 
(£89.99) wagon packs.

Finally, making good use of 
Hornby’s existing HAA Merry-
Go-Round family of hoppers, is 
the MEA open ballast/spoil 

carriers, which were converted 
from redundant HAA hoppers in 
the late 1990s (£27.99 each or 

£83.99 per triple-
pack).
When’s it due? 
Late 2026/
early 2027

Memories of South Wales coal traffic in the 
late British Rail era are rekindled by a new 
train pack in Hornby’s ‘TT:120’ range 
(TT1008M). Featuring refurbished 
‘Heavyweight’ Class 37 37799 Sir Dyfed 
County of Dyfed, decked-out in BR 
Trainload Coal sub-sector livery, together 
with a trio of matching HFA MGR hoppers 
(with canopies fitted), 

The coal hoppers feature Barry depot 
and coal sub-sector logos. Similarly-liveried 
hoppers are also available individually. 
The packs are offered in analogue and 
DCC sound versions.
When’s it due? Summer 2026
Prices: £199.99 (DCC-ready), 
£249.99 (DCC sound)
Availability: Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

Amongst the new 
releases from Hornby 
this month is a raft of 
Class 66s in the 
budget-friendly 
RailRoad range, 
Including GB 
Railfreight’s 66775 HMS 
Argyll being supplied 
with optional etched nameplates and 
Royal Navy insignia, which look excellent 
once installed! (R30534, £94.99). Another 
eye-catching ‘66’ is Freightliner’s 66601 in 
its special 60th anniversary green/yellow 
livery (R30531, £94.99).

A special Railway200-themed version of 
Hornby’s high-spec LNER Class 801/2 

‘Azuma’ has arrived, depicting 801207 in 
its ‘Darlington – Driving innovation for 200 
years’ scheme. A five-car set includes pair 
of driving cars, plus two Motor Standard 
intermediate cars and a single Motor First 
(R30460, £549.99).

Additionally, a matching four-car 
expansion pack is available to allow 
801207’s full nine-car rake to be recreated, 

featuring a Trailer Standard, 
Motor Composite, Motor 
Standard and Trailer 
Standard Restaurant Buffet 
(R40493, £289.99). 
Availability: 
Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

WELSH WONDERLATEST HORNBY ‘OO’ ARRIVALS

TT
GAUGE

TT
GAUGE00

GAUGE

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews
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Sell Your Collection

Contact us today
Weíd love to hear from you

will@ellisclarktrains.com | 0 1 7 5 6  7 0 1 4 5 1  | ellisclarktrains.com

For over a decade, Ellis Clark Trains has been purchasing model railways, 

die-cast vehicles and railwayana ñ including some of the largest 

single-owner collections the market has seen. 
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One of the most polarising trains 
of the past 40 years is the subject 
of Accurascale’s new diesel 
multiple unit project, the British 
Rail Class 142 ‘Pacer’. Often 
depicted in the mass media as 
one of the worst trains ever, the 
‘Pacers’ have also garnered 
a loyal enthusiast following, 
thanks to their distinctive 
character and important role in 
BR’s Provincial passenger 
operations from the mid-1980s.

Offered in various early BR 
Provincial colour schemes (light 
blue, GMPTE orange/brown and 

cream/brown), plus 
Northern Rail blue – in 
which most of the real ‘142s’ 
saw out their last years – the 
models will feature fully 
detailed interiors and a smooth, 
low-profile motor. 

Accurascale’s ‘stay alive’ 
circuitry will ensure smooth 
running, while exterior and 
interior lighting will be installed, 
with day/night headlight settings. 
For DCC users, the two-car sets 
are designed to be controlled 
by a single decoder.

The outer couplings are 

ACCURASCALE SETS 
THE PACE

00
GAUGE

LEYLAND UNITS MOVE TO ACCURASCALE
Now that the news of 
Accurascale’s acquisition of 
Heljan has sunk in (see the News 
story in last month’s issue), it has 
been confirmed that the latter’s 
BR/Leyland Class 153 and 155 
project has moved to the 
Accurascale brand. While the 
model retains its previously 
stated detailed specification, 
a revised electrical package has 
been designed to enhance 
functionality. An enhanced DCC 
sound package has also been 

developed, and the 

mechanism will be aided by ‘stay 
alive’ circuitry. 

New, lower pricing has also 
been announced and livery 
options confirmed, with these 
models being available direct 
or via Accurascale’s network 
of retailers. 
What’s planned?

 r Class 153 153301, BR 
Regional Railways blue/grey

 r Class 153 153311, 
East Midlands Trains blue/
orange/red

 r Class 153 153356, London 
Midland City green/grey

 r Class 153 153351, Northern 
Rail blue/purple

 r Class 153 153380, 
GWR green

 r Class 153 153906, 

Transport for Wales grey/red
 r Class 155 155301, BR 

Provincial ‘Sprinter’ blue/grey
 r Class 155 155301, BR 

Provincial ‘Sprinter’ blue/grey
 r Class 155 155344, West 

Yorkshire PTE red/cream
 r Class 155 155345, West 

Yorkshire PTE red/cream
 r Class 155 155346, 

Northern white/blue
 r When’s it due? Q1 2027
 r Prices: Class 153 £169.98 

(DCC-ready), £219.98 
(DCC sound)

 r Class 155 £219.98 
(DCC‑ready), £319.98 
(DCC sound)
Availability: 
Accurascale stockists
Web: www.accurascale.com
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As part of Accurascale’s 
next batch of Class 37s, 
due next year, the 
manufacturer has 
announced a high-fidelity 
replica of preserved D6724 
(37024) in early BR condition, 
carrying green livery with 
small yellow panels. 

The real D6724 is in the 
care of the Heavy Tractor 
Group, and sales of the 
model – available only via 
the Accurascale website 
– will help to support the 
Group’s ongoing work.

Accurascale’s popular 
Class 37 has undergone 
a few tooling enhancements 
for this third production 
batch, with the grilles and 
glazing being improved. 
Also, the DCC sound option 
will now see the roof fans 
synced to the sound files for 
greater realism.
When’s it due? Q2 2027
Prices: 
£189.95 (DCC‑ready), 
£289.96 (DCC sound)
Web:  
www.accurascale.com

EXCLUSIVE 
‘TRACTOR’ 
ADDED TO 
RANGE
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A third batch of Class 66s has 
been unveiled by Accurascale, 
featuring a colourful array of 
livery options across EWS, DB 
Cargo and Freightliner schemes, 
including a rendition of 
Accurascale’s ‘own’ 66, 66091. 
Named Accurascale by DB 
Cargo in July 2025, to recognise 
the manufacturer’s fund-raising 

efforts for various charities, 
including Marton House 
Children’s Hospice, 66091 will 
come complete with optional 
etched nameplates.

The latest raft of ‘66s’ feature 
a few minor improvements over 
previous releases and both of 
Freightliner’s special 60th 
anniversary livery schemes are 

recreated, on 66501 and 66601.
What’s planned?

 r 66017 EWS red/gold
 r 66091 Accurascale, 

DB Cargo red
 r 66501 Spirit of ‘65, ‘Freight-

liner 60’ G&W orange/black
 r 66587 As One, We Can, 

ONE pink
 r 66601 The Hope Valley, 

‘Freightliner 60’ green/black
 r When’s it due? Q3 2027
 r Prices: £179.95 (DCC-ready), 

£279.95 (DCC sound)
Availability: 
Accurascale stockists
Web: www.accurascale.com

NEW ‘SHEDS’ ON THE WAY 00
GAUGE

designed to accept NEM 
tension locks or similar, 
although a set of magnetic BSI 
couplers will also be provided, 
which are compatible with 
Accurascale’s forthcoming 
Class 153 and 155 DMUs.

Models are due to arrive 
next year, with pre-ordering 

available now, only via the 
Accurascale website.
When’s it due? Q1 2027
Prices: £199.98 (DCC-ready), 
£299.99 (DCC sound)
Availability: 
Accurascale website
Web: www.accurascale.com

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews
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Rapido’s wagon empire 
continues to build, with a freight 
feast for those who model the 
railways of southern England. 
The firm has just announced its 
first-ever round-ended ‘OO’ 
wagon, representing the open 
5-plank 10ton open types built 
by the South Eastern Railway 
and its South Eastern & Chatham 
Railway successor. 

Thousands of Dia. 1340 and 

1341 types were constructed 
between 1897 and 1901, with 
both round and square ends. 
The last one went out of service 
in 1948. Rapido’s recreations 
will come in four different 
tooling variations (including 
both types of ends), and include 
SER red and dark grey, SECR 
light and dark grey and Southern 
brown paint schemes, with 
alternative numbers. 

Additionally, Rapido is 
expanding its existing SECR 
six-wheel brake van series, with 
12 new versions, in dual- and 
single-veranda forms spanning 

SER to BR days along with the 
Kent & East Sussex Railway’s sole 
preserved version. 
Prices: SER/SECR 5-plank 10ton 
wagons £33.95, SECR six-wheel 
brake vans £39.95
Availability: Rapido stockists
Web: www.rapido.co.uk

WELL-ROUNDED SUBJECTS FOR RAPIDO

HELJAN’S 
STEAM 
RAILCAR IS A FIRST
Marking the first new project 
launched as part of the 
Accurascale family, Heljan’s 
forthcoming Dia. 96/97 
Sentinel‑Cammell railcar also 
marks a first for an LNER steam 
railcar in RTR form.

Built in large numbers between 
1925 and 1932, and known as 
‘Chip Vans’ (due to their tall and 

PECKETT AND MORE WAGONS FROM RAPIDO
Rapido Trains UK is growing 
its ‘009’ catalogue with 
a new Peckett 0‑4‑0ST plus 
three new wagons for its 
‘All-Purpose’ wagon range. 

The manufacturer’s new 
narrow gauge motive power 
represents Peckett & Sons’ 
‘Cranmore’ Class 0‑4‑0ST, 
which originated in 1904 with 
a saddle tank for the Mendip 
Granite & Asphalt Company 
named Cranmore (but 
quickly renamed 
Gamecock). 

Nine examples are being 
produced, all in different 
liveries interpreting either 
well-known colours or 
matching the paint of Rapido’s 
previous ‘009’ Kerr, Stuart & Co. 
‘Sirdar’ range. In addition, 
Fourdees Ltd. will stock 
two exclusive models of 
Cranmore in works grey plus 

an example in Ffestiniog 
Railway-style green. Rapido 
and Fourdees will also sell the 
chassis alone.

The Pecketts will be 
available in DCC-ready 
and DCC-fitted forms and 
will include a bag of 
customising parts. 

The trio of new generic 
wagons are a wooden 
coal hopper, rectangular 
tanker and round-ended 

flat wagon, all in eight 
different liveries 

including private owner 
variations for the tankers and 
with different business-branded 
loads for the flat wagons.  
Prices: Pecketts £139.95 
(DCC-ready), £179.95 (DCC-fitted), 
‘All-Purpose’ wagons £27.95
Availability: Rapido stockists 
and Fourdees Ltd.
Web: www.rapido.co.uk, 
www.fourdees.co.uk

EFE ‘T3’ STEAMS IN
Arriving just before we 
closed for press, EFE Rail’s 
Adams LSWR ‘T3’ 4‑4‑0 
caused a stir among the 
Model Rail/Steam Railway 
team. Look out for a full 
review in the next issue of 
Model Rail, on sale June 4.
Availability: Bachmann/EFE 
stockists
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In Brief
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smoky chimneys), they operated 
local services on branch lines 
across the LNER, from North 
London to East Anglia, Northeast 
England and Scotland. Some 
were also employed on the 
Cheshire Lines Committee routes 
and the LMS, with a single 
example lasting just long enough 
to work under British Railways.

Heljan’s model features 
a wealth of exterior and interior 
detail and is offered in eight 
versions, catering for each of the 
railways mentioned above. 
Available with or without DCC 
sound, features include 
controllable LED lighting, 
ESU-designed electronics with 
‘stay-alive’ capacitor units, 

factory-fitted speakers and 
a Next18 DCC interface. 
A low-profile motor will sit 
below the passenger saloon. 
Detail variations across Dia. 96 
and 97 railcar designs have 
been observed, and models 
come with appropriate 
destination boards to suit each 
prototype and period.
When’s it due? Q2 2027
Prices: £149.99 (DCC-ready), 
£249.99 (DCC sound)
Availability:  
Only via Heljan’s website
Web: www.heljan.com

Opening the box
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Looking ahead to the rest of 
2026, here’s a selection of 
interesting railway-related 
events (real and model) to mark 
in your diary!
MAY 16-17: Steam Celebration 
with Model Railway Exhibition, 
organised by Fox & Edwards 
Events. Tickets include a return 
journey behind visiting 
locomotive Tornado, entry to the 
Model Railway Exhibition, and 
the opportunity to visit the 
footplate of Flying Scotsman. 
Starts and finishes at 
Nottingham Transport Heritage 
Centre’s Ruddington Fields 

station, www.foxandedwards.
com/events
JUNE 6-7: DEMU Showcase – the 
Diesel & Electric Model Railway 
Show – Wyndley Leisure Centre, 
Sutton Coldfield, www.demu.org.
uk/showcase/showcase-2026
JUNE 27-28: Perth Model 
Railway Club Exhibition, Dewars 
Centre, Perth, smet.org.uk/show 
One of the largest shows in 
Scotland, with more than 30 
layouts, lots of traders, and 
specialist societies and 
demonstrations. See the advert 
in the next issue of Model Rail 
magazine for more details.
AUGUST 24-25: Mid Suffolk 
Light Railway’s Steam Railway 
and Model Mania & Hornby 
Collectors Days, Brockford 
Station, Stowmarket, Suffolk, 
www.mslr.org.uk/model-mania-
and-hornby-collectors-day
SEPTEMBER 5: TaD-Rail 2026 
Model Railway Exhibition, 
organised by the Tring & District 

Model Railway Club, The 
Cottesloe School, Wing, www.
tringmrc.co.uk/exhibitions.html
SEPTEMBER 12-13: The 
International N Gauge Show 
(TINGS), Warwickshire Event 
Centre, Leamington Spa, 
organised by Meridienne 
Exhibitions, www.
meridienneexhibitions.co.uk/
events/the-international-n-
gauge-show
SEPTEMBER 19-20: Bala Model 
Railway Show, Ysgol Godre’r 
Berwyn Secondary School, Bala, 
Gwynedd, bala-lake-railway.co.
uk/events/model-show

OCTOBER 3-4: RailEx – Fareham 
Model Railway Club, Fareham 
Leisure Centre, Hampshire, 
fareham-mrc.org.uk/railex
OCTOBER 10-11: Great Electric 
Train Show, Marshall Arena, 
Stadium MK, Milton Keynes, 
www.keymodelworld.com/
greatelectrictrainshow
NOVEMBER 21-22: National 
Festival of Railway Modelling, 
NEC, Birmingham, www.rmweb.
co.uk/shows/nfrm
DECEMBER 12-13: Manchester 
Model Railway Exhibition, The 
Sugden Centre, Manchester, 
www.mmrs.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

BACHMANN REVS 
UP FOR ALL-NEW 
‘TURBOSTAR’
Many modellers have welcomed 
the anouncement of an all-new 
Class 168, 170 and 171 ‘Turbostar’ 
family of DMUs, with Bachmann’s 
previous tooling dating back over 
20-odd years. 

Like Bachmann’s revamped 
‘OO’ Class 158, each of the new 
‘Turbostar’ driving cars will be 
powered by low-profile, flywheel-
fitted mechanisms and a PluX22 
DCC interface will be accessed via 
a removable panel in the 
underframe. Power collection 
from all wheels and conductive 
inter-car couplers are featured, 
along with a full exterior and 
interior lighting suite (including 
destination panels). 

Two- and three-car variants are  
planned (four-car units are also in 
the pipeline) and the initial batch 
offers good regional coverage, 
with many current operators 

represented, plus the ‘classic’ 
Midland Mainline green. All 
are vailable in analogue or 
DCC sound options, and 
pre-orders can be placed at 
your local dealer.
What’s planned?

 r 35-580/SF Class 171/7 
2-car 171727, Southern

 r 35-601/SF Class 170/1 
2-car 170114, Midland 
Mainline

 r 35-602/SF Class 170/1 
2-car 170111, 
CrossCountry Trains

 r 35-625/SF Class 170/4 
3-car 170412, ScotRail

 r 35-626/SF Class 170/4 
3-car 170420, East 
Midlands Railway
When’s it due? Late 2026
Prices: £349.95-£569.95
Availability: Bachmann stockists
Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

In Brief
NEW VENUE FOR 
MILTON KEYNES SHOW
Due to last year’s show being 
a massive success, Milton 
Keynes MRS has chosen 
a larger venue for its next 
exhibition, to be held on 
Saturday June 6. Doors will 
be open between 1000-1630 
and 29 layouts will be on 
display, plus trade stands, 
demonstrations and 
preservation societies. 
Held just days before the 
40th anniversary of BR’s 
Network SouthEast sector, 
five NSE-themed layouts 
are in the line-up.
When is it? Saturday June 6
Where is it? The Brooklands 
Campus at Walton High 
School, Fen Street, 
Brooklands, Milton Keynes 
MK10 7HE
Admission: Adults £8, 
Children (5-16) £2, 
Under-5s Free
Web: www.mkmrs.org.uk
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Lineside telephone, relay and 
equipment cabinets have been a 
key component of Britain’s railway 
landscape for many decades, so 
they’re a vital addition to model 
railways set in the post-war era. 
The style of cabinet has evolved 
over the years, and Modelu’s new 
range of 3D-printed components 
presents an intriguing selection, 
each based on specific prototypes 
to suit different periods.

Presented in themed packs, the 
parts simply require breaking free 
from the support framework 
before painting and installing. 

The simple telephone cases are 
ideal for placing beside signals or 
other areas where a train crew 
may need to speak to the signaller. 

The Western Region (WR) 
Medium lineside cabinets were 
usually employed close to 
mechanical signalling equipment 

or points, while the WR Large 
lineside cabinets are based on 
units installed during the 
resignalling of the WR route in the 
1960s and 1970s.

Moving forward in time, the 
WR 1980s Tall lineside cabinets 
feature a single-pitched roof, 
while the pack of ‘Modern’ units 
sport peaked roofs, and these can 
be seen in their thousands on 
today’s railway.

‘OO’ gauge versions are featured 
here, but each pack is also 
available in ‘N’, ‘TT’ and ‘O’.
Products: • 2161-076 Telephone 
cases • 2162-076 WR Medium 
lineside cabinets • 2163-076 WR 
Large lineside cabinets • 2164-076 
WR 1980s Tall lineside cabinets 
• 2165-076 Modern cabinets
Price: £5.49-£8.99 per pack
Availability: Modelu
Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

SUPER LINESIDE CABINETRY

TERRIFIC LITTLE TERRIERS
This new work chronicles the 
life and times of the other 
end of the Southern tank 
spectrum. The ‘A1’/‘A1X’ 
classes are among the 
best-loved of all British 
engines, and this book does 
justice to their working 
careers. The story is told 
mainly by photos with 
informative captions, with all 
members pictured, and 
includes those that strayed 
away from the south, 
including Great Western-
liveried examples. Mostly 
black and white, but there’s a 
small colour selection. Lots of 
inspiration and detail. (RG)
Book: The Stroudley 
Brighton Terriers by John 
Scott-Morgan & Peter Steer 
Price: £29.99
Web:  
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

SUBSTANTIAL 
SOUTHERN TANKS
Focusing on the heftier tank 
locomotives of the three 
companies that formed the 
Southern Railway, along with 
the SR’s own limited 
developments, and the BR 
Standards that subsequently 
saw service, this book is a real 
education. The various types 
(including the disastrous 
‘Rivers’ rebuilt as ‘U’ and ‘U1’ 
tender engines and Bulleid’s 
‘Leader’ experiments) all 
receive extensive and 
knowledgeable write-ups, 
complete with vital 
specifications and a fantastic 
selection of images. (RG) 
Book: Large Tank Locomotive 
Classes of the Southern 
Railway by David Maidment 
Price: £29.99
Web:  
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk

Modeller’s Bookshelf
Richard Gunn and George Dent present a quartet of new titles that will inform and inspire your modelling.

PRAISING THE ‘NINETIES’
Built at Crewe in the late 
1980s, the ‘90s’ were initially 
deployed on West Coast 
passenger and freight work, 
with part of the 50-strong 
fleet later forming the 
mainstay of Great Eastern 
passenger workings. The 
‘90s’ have also hauled 
Anglo-Scottish sleepers and 
regular King’s Cross-Leeds 
expresses, while many 
examples continue in use 
today on freight traffic. This 
good quality colour album 
shows this underrated class 
at work, featuring virtually 
every individual locomotive 
in a colourful array of 
liveries. (GD)
Book: 40 Years of Class 90 
Locomotives by John Jackson 
Price: £15.99
Web:  
www.amberley-books.com

SCOTRAIL EXPLORER
A hugely enjoyable book of 
quality colour images takes 
the reader on a journey from 
the southern reaches to the 
northern tip of Scotland, 
courtesy of BR during the 
1970s and ‘80s Rail blue era. 
There’s a rich seam of 
inspiration, despite the 
prevailing air of decline and 
the sweeping away of 
traditional infrastructure, 
with a host of classic traction 
on show, including Classes 
06, 24, 26 and 27, plus an 
array of ‘37s’, ‘40s’ and ‘47s’, 
along with WCML electrics 
and first generation BR 
multiple units. (GD)
Book: The Scottish Region 
in the 1970s and 1980s 
Revisited by Andy Gibbs 
Price: £15.99
Web:  
www.amberley-books.com
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The ever-popular Metcalfe 
Models range of card building 
kits has been joined by this 
attractive stone-built chapel, 
which is available in both ‘OO’ 
gauge and ‘N’.  Inspired by a real 
structure near Garsdale Head, 
beside the world-famous 
Settle-Carlisle Railway, the chapel 
is perfect for replicating a typical, 
modest place of worship for 
various Christian denominations, 
especially Methodists. Indeed, 
chapels like this can 
be found in countless 
towns, villages and 
rural hamlets 
across the 
north of 
England, still in 
use for religious 
purposes or 
converted into 
dwellings or 
commercial 
premises.

Following 
Metcalfe’s usual 

recipe, the quality printed card 
components are die-cut and fully 
finished to make assembly easier. 
The main and side doors can be 
posed open or closed.
Product: PO318/PN918 Little 
Cardleywick Chapel kit
Price: £12.50-£16.00
Availability: Model shops or 
direct from Metcalfe website
Web: www.metcalfemodels.com

MEET ME AT THE CHAPEL

PIT PONY CLUB

HERD INSTINCTN
GAUGE
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SHEAR QUALIT Y
These Japanese-made, 
high-quality precision 
cutting shears, 
from the hugely 
respected 
GodHand range, are designed for cutting and 
trimming plastic strip and sheet up to 2mm in 
thickness. The carbon steel jars feature an 
acute cutting edge on one jaw (along with a 
serrated shoulder), plus an obtuse cutting 
angle on the other blade, helping the tool 
navigate sheet material without becoming 
wedged or distorting the material. 

The tool is also useful for separating 
injection-moulded plastic parts from a sprue, 
and the spring-loaded jaws work smoothly, 
with comfortable hand grips. A locking 
button holds the tool in the closed position 
for safer storage and longer blade life. The 
jaws feature a 30mm long cutting edge, and 
the tool is 150mm overall, making it compact 
and easy to operate.

Also suitable for cutting small resin and 
3D-printed parts, this is a superb tool for kit 
assembly and scratchbuilding tasks.

Product: GH-
BH-145 GodHand 
Puraban-Hasami 
Scissors
Price: £22.96
Availability: 
The Airbrush 
Company
Web: www.
airbrushes.com

PICK UP ARTIST
The Army Painter range 
consists of a 
constantly 
expanding range of 
modeller-friendly 
paints, tools and scenic 
accessories, aimed mainly at figure and 
military modellers and the wargaming 
community. However, there’s plenty to 
interest railway modellers too, not least this 
handy twin-pack of miniature steel tweezers. 
The coated handles reduce the ‘cold’ feeling 
of bare metal, and the slotted design affords 
extra grip for the fingers. 

The pack provides a useful combination of 
wide and fine jaw tweezers, which cover a 
wide range of picking and placing jobs, such 
as kit assembly or the installation of detailing 
or scenic components. The spring tension of 
both tools feels just right, and their 
lightweight nature reduces the risk of fatigue. 

Measuring 95/103mm long, the tweezers 
are formed from high-quality steel, and the 
tips of the jaws are neatly machined. An 
essential addition to any modeller’s toolbox.
Product: 
AP-TL5035P The 
Army Painter 
Tweezers Set
Price: £10.00
Availability: 
The Airbrush 
Company
Web: www.
airbrushes.com

ON THE WORKBENCH
What new items have appeared in George’s workshop this month?
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The role of horses in Britain’s 
Industrial Revolution is often 
overshadowed by steam power, 
but these powerful and dignified 
animals remained essential into 
the latter years of the UK mining 
industry. They can now be 
replicated in miniature thanks to 
Modelu’s pack of 3D-printed 
figures, which provides a pair of 
stocky pit ponies, tacked up with 
harnesses and masks. A miner, 
complete with helmet and lamp, is 
also provided in a pose to suggest 
he is leading both animals.

On a similar theme is a 
Bargeman and his statuesque 
Clydesdale barge horse, again 
complete with appropriate bridle 
and harness. A little care is 
needed when cutting away the 
support framework from the 
3D-printed animals to avoid 
damaging the harness straps. 
Once painted, these figures will 
make for arresting cameo scenes.
Product: 31303-076 Barge Horse 
& Bargeman • 31304-076 Pit 
Ponies & Miner
Price: £8.95-£13.49 per pack
Availability: Modelu
Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

Ambient rural sounds offer a 
relaxing, immersive experience 
to complement the noise of 
passing trains, and Noch’s 
various sound and figure sets 
offer a simple means of 
adding switchable effects to a 
layout. Several packs have 
already been offered in 
‘HO’/‘OO’, but this shepherd 
and small flock of sheep is 
aimed at ‘TT’ modellers.

In traditional garb with crook 
and black sheepdog, the seven 
sheep feature random standing 
poses, all nicely painted and 
ready to ‘plant’. The supplied 
electronics consist of a small 
PCB and pre-wired loudspeaker 
with mounting screws, 
designed to run from a 
standard 16V AC or DC power 
source. When activated, the 
effects include gentle bleating 
sounds which are loud enough 
to penetrate from beneath a 
baseboard. There’s no means 
of altering the volume, 

although adding a resister in 
series with the speaker output 
is possible. Full instructions are 
provided.(PM)
Product: Noch 12911 Shepherd 
and sheep sound effect module
Price: £40.00
Availability: Noch stockists
Web: www.noch.com/en



Stryd Fawr, Porthmadog LL49 9LU. 
Time: 1000‑1600. Web: www.festrail.
co.uk/model-railway-workshop/

SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKS. Neepsend 
Model Railway Society. Grenoside 
Community Centre, Main Street, 
Sheffield S35 8PR. Times: Sat 1000-1700, 
Sun 1000-1630. Admission: Adults £8, 
Children £2. Web: www.neepsendmrs.
weebly.com

TYNE & WEAR, NEWCASTLE. Jarrow 
Model Railway Club Exhibition 2026. 
Primrose Community Association, 
Lambton Terrace, Jarrow, Tyne and 
Wear NE32 5QY. Times: Sat 1000-
1700, Sun 1000-1600. Admission: 
Adults £7, Children £3, Families £14. 
Web: jarrowmrc.org

May 17
ELGIN, MORAYSHIRE. Moray Coast 
Gauge ‘O’ Group Model Show (‘00’ and 
‘N’ too). Burghead Community Hall, 
Grant Street, Elgin IV30 5TT. Time: 
1000-1630. Admission: Adults £5, 
Accompanied children Free. Email: 
arrysshed@btinternet.com

May 23
SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX. Saffron 
Walden Model Railway Show. Abbey 
Lane URC Hall, Abbey Lane, Saffron 
Walden CB10 1AG. Times: 1000-1600. 
Admission: Free. Tel: 01799 521 029. 
Email: julian.nettle@openworld.com

COVENTRY. Coventry MRC Open Day. 
Unit 3 Coventry Canal Warehouse, 
Leicester Row, Coventry CV1 4LH. Time: 
1000-1600. Admission: Free. Web: 
https://coventrymodelrailwayclub.org.uk

May 23 & 24
ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE. Salisbury & 
South Wilts Railway Society. Thruxton 
Centre, Thruxton Circuit, Andover, 
Hampshire SP11 8PN. Times: Sat 1000-
1630, Sun 0930–1600. Admission: 
Adults £10, Children (5-16) £2, 
Accompanied under-5s Free, Families 
(2+2) £22. Tel: 07768 448369. Web: www.
sandswrs.co.uk Facebook: @sswrailsoc

AYLESBURY, BUCKS. RAILEX 2026 
MRE. Risborough & District MRC. Stoke 
Mandeville Stadium, Guttmann Road, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 9PP. Times: Sat 
1000-1700, Sun 1000-1630. Admission: 
Adults (17+) £14, Accompanied under-16s 
Free. Email: railexmanager@rdmrc.org.
uk Web: www.railex.org.uk

BROCKENHURST, HANTS. New Forest 
MRS. Brockenhurst Village Hall, Highwood 
Road, Brockenhurst, Hampshire 
SO42 7RY. Times: Sat 1000-1700, Sun 
1000-1630. Admission: Adults £8, 
Accompanied children Free. Web: http://
nfmrs.org Email: nfmrs@yahoo.com

LEEDS, WEST YORKS. Morley Model 
Railway Show 2026. St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, 1 Westfield Road, 
Morley LS27 9NF. Admission: £5, 
Accompanied under-14s Free.

ROBERTSBRIDGE, EAST SUSSEX. 
Rother Valley Railway, Model Railway 
Exhibition 2026. Robertsbridge Village 
Hall Station Road TN32 5DA. Times: 
1000-1600 both days. Admission: 
Adults £5, Accompanied children Free. 
Free on Sun returning with Saturday’s 
ticket. Web: www.rvr.org.uk

May 24 & 25
COSSINGTON, LEICS. Leicester MRG, 
Cossington Open Gardens. Main Street, 
Cossington, LE12 7UU. Times: 1100-1700

May 29 & 30
BANGOR, WALES. Model Railway 
Exhibition, City Church, Main Street, 
Bangor, BT20 4AG. Times: Fri 1900-
2130, Sat 1000–1630. Admission: 
Adults £7, Children £3, Families £15. 
Web: firstbangormrc Email: secretary@
firstbangormrc.co.uk

May 30
SLEAFORD, LINCS. Sleaford and District 
MRC Exhibition. St George’s Academy, 
Westgate, Sleaford NG34 7PP. Time: 
1000- 1600. Admission: Adults £8, 
Accompanied under-12s Free, Children 
12+ £4. Email: sleaford-mrc@hotmail.
com Tel: 01529 400142.

May 31
RAMSEY, CAMBS. Ramsey Fen Fair & 
Fenland Classic Vehicle Show. Ramsey 
Rural Museum & Ramsey 1940s Camp. 
Ramsey, Huntingdon, Cambs, PE26 
2XD. Time: 1000-1500. Admission: 
Adults £10, Children (5-16) £5, 
Accompanied under-5s Free, Families 
(2+2) £25. Tel: 07563 920526. Email: 
fcvsramsey@gmail.com Facebook: 
fenland classic vehicle show

June 1
LUDLOW, SHROPS. Craven Arms 
& District MRC Model Railway 
Exhibition, Ludlow Racecourse, 
Bromfield, Ludlow, Shropshire, SY8 
2BT. Time: 1000–1600. Admission: 
Adults £7, Accompanied under-16s 
Free. Tel: 07510 109347.

June 6
HILLINGDON, LONDON. Hillingdon 
Railway Modellers. Yiewsley Baptist 
Church Hall (side entrance), 74 
Colham Avenue, Yiewsley, Hillingdon, 
London UB7 8HF. Time: 1000–1500. 
Admission: £6. Web: www.
hillingdonrailwaymodellers.co.uk 
Tel: 02083 684090.

MILTON KEYNES, BUCKS. Milton 
Keynes MRS. The Brooklands 
Campus at Walton High, Fen Street, 
Brooklands, Milton Keynes MK10 7HE. 
Time: 1000-1630. Admission: Adults 
£8, Children (5-16) £2, Accompanied 
under-5s Free. Tel: 07501 223035. 
Email: dennis@1epromotionals.co.uk 
Web: www.mkmrs.org.uk

WOLSEY ISLAND, LEICESTER. 
Leicester MRG. Abbey Pumping 
Station Museum, Corporation Road, 
Leicester LE4 5PX. Times: 1100-1630.

June 6 & 7
SHILDON, DURHAM. Spring 
Exhibition. 1 Dale Road, Shildon DL4 
2RE. Times: 1000-1700 both days. 
Admission: Free. Tel: 07564 301487. 
Email: smrcexhibition@gmail.com
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May 9
BERKSWICH, STAFFORD. Stafford 
Spring MRS. Berkswich Methodist 
Church Hall, The Rise, Stafford 
ST17 0LH. Time: 1000–1800. 
Admission: Adults £6, Accompanied 
under-16s Free. Email: webmaster@
staffordrailwaycircle.org.uk 
Web: www.staffordrailwaycircle.org

BIRCHINGTON, KENT. East Kent MRS 
2026 Exhibition. The Centre, Alpha 
Road, Birchington, Kent CT7 9EG. 
Time: 1000-1600. Admission: Adults 
£6, Children (5-16) £1, Accompanied 
under-5s Free, Families £12. Email: 
ekmrswhitstable@gmail.com

LANCING, WEST SUSSEX. Sompting 
and District MRC. St Peter the 
Apostle Church, Bowness Ave, 
Sompting, Lancing BN15 9TS. 
Times: 1000-1600. Admission: 
Adults £4, Children £1. Web: www.
somptingdistrictmrc.co.uk Email: 
info@somptingdistrictmrc.co.uk

May 9 & 10
STAMFORD, LINCS. Stamford 
Model Railway Show. Market 
Deeping MRC. Stamford Welland 
Academy, Green Lane, Stamford 
PE9 1HE. Times: Sat 1000–1700, Sun 
1000–1600. Admission: Adults £10, 
under-18s £5, Registered disabled 
£5, Parent & child £12.50, Families 
(2+3) £28. Web: www.mdmrc.org 
Email: showman@mdmrc.org

LEEMING BAR, NORTH YORKS. 
Wensleydale Railway, Model Railway 
Show. Leeming Bar Station, Leases 
Road, Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire 
DL7 9AR. Times: Sat 1000-1700, 
Sun 1000-1600. Admission: Adults 
£6, Accompanied under-16s Free. 
Tel: 01677 425805.

May 16
BOOTLE, MERSEYSIDE. Liverpool 
and West Lancs. ‘O’ Gauge Group 
(LAWLOGG – 70th Anniversary Year!) 
St Monica’s Parish Centre, Stewart 
Avenue, Bootle L20 9JD. Time: 1000-
1600. Admission: Free, donations 
welcome. Web: lawlogg.uk Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/lawlogg/

BURGHEAD, SCOTLAND. 
Model Railway Show. Burghead 
Community Hall, Grant Street, IV30 
5TT. Time: 1000-1630. Admission: 
£5, Accompanied children Free. 
Email: arrysshed@btinternet.com

ELY, CAMBS. Ely and District MRC 
Model Railway Exhibition. Ely College, 
Downham Road, Ely CB6 2DY. 
Time: 1000-1630. Admission: Adults 
£7, Children (5-16) £3, Accompanied 
under-5s Free, Families (2+2) £18. Tel: 
07855 513506. Web: www.elymrc.org.
uk Facebook: @elymodelrailwayclub

May 16 & 17
ORPINGTON, KENT. Orpington 
and District MRS. Pratts Bottom 
Village Hall, Norsted Lane, Pratts 
Bottom, Orpington, Kent BR6 
7PQ. Times: Sat 1000-1700, Sun 
1000–1600. Admission: Adults £6, 
Children £1.50. Facebook: orpington 
anddistrictmodelrailwaysociety

PORTHMADOG, WALES. 
Porthmadog Model Railway 
Show & Workshop. Y Ganolfan 

EXHIBITION DIARY – MAY 9‑JUNE 7 2026

Unusual scenes captured by the lens of Chris Nevard
Today in the Land of the Inch High, explosive goods are being handled in the goods yard. This requires 
the use of a suitable gunpowder van and a fireless locomotive. In addition to these precautions, a 
specialist has been drafted in to clear the area of mischievous cats – for it’s a little-known fact that cats 
can cause potentially catastrophic sparks when sharpening their claws on the side of a railway van. 

…and finally

Opening the box Extra
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UK P&P £4 PER ORDER / ORDERS OVER £250 POST FREE AT TIME OF DESPATCH

Visit www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com or call our team on 01209 714099

Sign up to our newsletter & join our loyalty scheme at www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com ï  Kernow Model Rail Centre ï  @kernowmodelrail ï *at time of despatch **subject to stock levels

Kernow Model Rail Centre
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98A Trelowarren Street, TR14 8AN
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75B Stoke Road, GU1 4HT
GUILDFORD

FREE POSTAGE ON ORDERS OVER £250*  //  ORDER SENT SAME WORKING DAY**  //  LOYALTY POINTS RECEIVED ON ALL PURCHASES WITH US 

LATEST ARRIVALS / OO
 DAPOL OO 

4A-003-001 Wagon Wheels 8 Spoke 12.5mm (20 Wheels on 10 axles).......................£18.00
4A-003-002 Wagon Wheels 3 Hole Disc 12.5mm (20 Wheels on 10 axles)..................£17.00

4F-031-137 6 Wheel Milk Tank - Primrose Dairy............................................................£18.00
4S-517-001 517 Class Steam Locomotive No. 202 Lined GW Green Red Frames....£139.99

4S-517-003 517 Class Steam Locomotive No. 1158 GW Green.................................£122.99
4S-517-005 517 Class Steam Locomotive No. 1159 Lined GW Green.......................£122.99
4S-517-006 517 Class Steam Locomotive No. 539 Lined GW Green Black Frames..£122.99

 EFE RAIL OO 
(������$GDPV�&ODVV�7��������6WHDP�1R������65�/LQHG�2OLYH�*UHHQ�∂(∑�3UHIL[��������£169.99
(������$GDPV�&ODVV�7��������6WHDP�1R������65�/LQHG�2OLYH�*UHHQ�∂(∑�3UHIL[��������£169.99

 FALLER OO 
180014 Solar Panel Set Kit..............................................................................................£9.75

 HORNBY OO 
R30460 LNER Azuma Class 801/2 Railway 200 5 Car Train Pack Limited Edition.....£494.99

R30534 Railroad Class 66 Diesel Locomotive No. 66 775 ìHMS Argyllî GBRf.............£85.49
R30534TXS Railroad Class 66 Diesel No. 66 775 ìHMS Argyllî GBRf....DCC Sound £134.99
R40493 LNER Azuma Class 801/2 Railway 200 4 Car Coach Pack Limited Edition...£260.99

 OXFORD DIECAST OO 
76AH3007 Austin Healey 3000 Florida Green/Ivory White..............................................£9.95
76AEC021 AEC Matador Wrecker Crouch Recovery.....................................................£17.95
76AMT006 Alexander M Type Alexander Fife................................................................£29.95
76BUG003 Bond Bug Lime Green...................................................................................£9.95
76CDS007 Citroen DS19 Black.......................................................................................£9.95
76F88003 Volvo F88 40ft Box Trailer Lloyds of Ludlow.................................................£28.99
76FF008 Ford Fiesta Mk1 Diamond White......................................................................£9.95
76FT2003 Ford Transit Mk2 London Fire Brigade DCU.................................................£10.95
76FT4003 Ford Transit Mk4 RAC..................................................................................£10.95
76JI010 Jensen Interceptor MkIII Black...........................................................................£9.95
76MM062 Morris Minor 1000 Van Aqua...........................................................................£9.95
76MX005 Austin Maxi Russet Brown..............................................................................£9.95
76SR008 Sunbeam Rapier MkIII Velvet Green/Sage Green...........................................£9.95
76TS005 Triumph Stag Magenta.....................................................................................£9.95
76VWB013 VW Beetle Rush Green.................................................................................£9.95
76VWS014 VW T1 Split Screen Samba Bus Yellow/White............................................£10.95
76VWS016 VW T1 Split Screen Samba Bus/Surfboards.................................................£9.95
76XK120007 Jaguar XK120 Pastel Blue..........................................................................£9.95

 RAPIDO OO 

978010 LNWR Evolution Non-Corridor Brake Third No. 6665.......................................£61.99
978011 LNWR Evolution Non-Corridor Third No. 2410..................................................£61.99
978012 LNWR Evolution Non-Corridor Composite No. 4220........................................£61.99

978013 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor Carriage Pack..................................................£175.99
978014 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor Brake Third No. 1476.........................................£61.99
978015 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor Third No. 2001...................................................£61.99
978016 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor Composite No. 8233..........................................£61.99
978017 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor Carriage Pack...................................................£175.99
978018 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor Brake Third No. 1854..........................................£61.99
978019 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor Third No. 2291....................................................£61.99
978020 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor Composite No. 1380...........................................£61.99
978041 LNWR Evolution Non-Corridor First No. 4906...................................................£61.99
978042 LNWR Evolution Non-Corridor Full Brake No. 9531.........................................£61.99
978043 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor First No. 8065....................................................£61.99

978044 GWR Evolution Non-Corridor Full Brake No. 1058...........................................£61.99
978045 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor First No. 2098.....................................................£61.99
978046 GCR Evolution Non-Corridor Full Brake No. 1065............................................£61.99

 REVOLUTION TRAINS OO 
RT-OO-KSA-205A KSA Wagon - Malcolm Group Twin Pack.......................................£124.95

LATEST ARRIVALS / N
 DAPOL N

2D-001-009 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. D6509 BR Green.........................................£133.99
2D-001-010 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. D6523 BR Green.........................................£133.99

2D-001-011 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. 33 056 The Burma Star BR Blue..................£133.99
2D-001-012 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. 33 025 DRS Blue.........................................£133.99
2D-001-024 Class 33/1 Diesel Loco No. D6580 BR Green.........................................£133.99
2D-001-025 Class 33/1 Diesel Loco No. 33 107 BR Blue............................................£133.99
2D-001-026 Class 33/1 Diesel Loco No. 33 103 ìSwordfishî Fragonset......................£133.99
�'���������&ODVV������(OHFWULF�/RFR�1R���������¥+DO∑R∑WKH�:\QGµ�%5�%OXH��������������£131.99
2D-087-002 Class 87/0 Electric Loco No. 87 017 ìIron Dukeî Intercity Swallow..........£131.99
2D-087-003 Class 87/0 Electric Loco No. 87 035 ìRobert Burnsî Virgin Trains...........£131.99
2D-087-004 Class 87/0 Electric Loco No. 87 022 DRS................................................£131.99
2D-087-006 Class 87/0 Electric No. 87 002 ìRoyal Sovereignî Caledonian Sleeper..£131.99
2D-087-007 Class 87/0 Electric Loco Twin Pack.........................................................£255.00
2F-013-111 Gunpowder Van No. W105725 GWR..........................................................£11.88
GM2210601 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. 33 021 ìEastleighî Parcels Red..................£131.99
GM2210602 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. 33 025 West Coast Maroon........................£131.99
GM2210604 Class 33/0 Diesel Loco No. 33 012 BR Blue...........................................£131.99

 GRAHAM FARISH N 
�������$�*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥.LQJVZHDU�&DVWOHµ�%5�/LQHG�*UHHQ�������������������£152.99

�������$6)�*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥.LQJVZHDU�&DVWOHµ�%5���������������'&&�6RXQG�£246.99

��������*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥(DUO�RI�(OGRQµ�*:5�/LQHG�*UHHQ�������������������������£152.99
�������6)�*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥(DUO�RI�(OGRQµ�*:5���������������������'&&�6RXQG�£246.99
��������*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥:LQGVRU�&DVWOHµ�*:5�/LQHG�*UHHQ���������������������£152.99
�������6)�*:5������∂&DVWOH∑������¥:LQGVRU�&DVWOHµ�*:5�����������������'&&�6RXQG�£246.99
372-610SF LNER V2 Steam No. 4791 LNER Lined Green.....................DCC Sound £280.49
372-611SF V2 4843 ìKings Own Yorkshire Light Infantryî LNER Lined Green..DCC Sound £280.49
372-613SF V2 Steam 60964 ìDurham Light Infantryî BR Lined Green...DCC Sound £280.49

�������6)�9��6WHDP�������¥6W�3HWHU∑V�6FKRROµ�%5�/LQHG�*UHHQ����������'&&�6RXQG�£280.49
372-775A SE&CR C Class 4 SE&CR Lined Green......................................................£131.99
372-775ASF SE&CR C Class 4 SE&CR Lined Green.............................DCC Sound £225.99
372-778 C Class Steam Locomotive No. 31579 BR Black..........................................£123.99
372-778SF C Class Steam Locomotive No. 31579 BR Black..................DCC Sound £216.99
373-220 24T Ore Hopper ìCadbury Bournvilleî Yellow..................................................£21.49
373-220A 24T Ore Hopper ìCadbury Bournvilleî Yellow................................................£21.49
373-221 24T Ore Hopper ìStantonî Red........................................................................£21.49
373-221A 24T Ore Hopper ìStantonî Red......................................................................£21.49
373-375 NER P7 Coal Hopper NE Railway Grey...........................................................£25.46
373-375A NER P7 Coal Hopper NE Railway Grey.........................................................£25.46
373-376 LNER D12 Coal Hopper LNER Grey................................................................£25.46
373-376A LNER D12 Coal Hopper LNER Grey.............................................................£25.46
373-377 LNER D12 Coal Hopper BR Grey....................................................................£25.46
373-377A LNER D12 Coal Hopper BR Grey..................................................................£25.46
373-378 NER P7 Coal Hopper NCB Black.....................................................................£25.46
��������/1(5�'���&RDO�+RSSHU�∂%6&�/WG�∑�*UHHQ�������������������������������������������������������£25.46

377-801A BR FNA Nuclear Flask Wagon with Flat Floor with flask...............................£33.99
377-802A BR FNA Nuclear Flask Wagon with Sloping Floor with flask.........................£33.99
377-803 FNA Nuclear Flask Wagon DRS......................................................................£25.99

LATEST ARRIVALS / TT
 HORNBY TT

TT3025M J50 Class 0-6-0T Steam Loco No. 2793 LNER Black................................£134.99
TT3032M GBRf  Class 66 No. 66 725 Sunderland....................................................£143.99

TT3033M BR Class 08 0-6-0 No. 08817....................................................................£134.99

LATEST ARRIVALS / O
 CORGI VANGUARDS O 

VA13209 Vauxhall Astra Mk2 GTE 16V........................................................................£34.49
VA13320 Ford Capri Mk1, Glacier Blue........................................................................£34.49
VA15205 Ford Ranger Raptor, Conquer Grey..............................................................£34.49

We offer a DECODER FITTING SERVICE for OO & N Gauge DCC Ready Locomotives, provided that the model is being purchased from KMRC. Please phone or email us for a quote.

FOR OUR FULL RANGE PLEASE VISIT WWW.KERNOWMODELRAILCENTRE.COM // PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT BUT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

BARGAIN CLEARANCE
VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR OUR CURRENT BARGAINS
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In BriefNews Real
Our full-size railways 
are constantly 
evolving, providing 
fresh inspiration for 
modelling projects. 
BEN JONES looks 
at a few of the 
latest developments 
that could soon 
be appearing on 
our layouts. 

 More than 25 years after it last worked a main line train, 
unique Brush prototype 89001 Avocet returned to the West 
Coast Main Line in March. After undertaking short light 
engine test runs in September 2025, the ‘Badger’ worked 
loaded tests with a matching rake of InterCity Mk 3 coaches 
from Crewe to Tebay on March 18 and 20. No date has yet 
been confirmed for the locomotive’s first outing in charge of 
a public train. TOM MCATEE

 Loram’s new generation ‘RGC’ rail grinding machine for 
Network Rail has completed ETCS Level 2 testing, making it 
the UK’s first On Track Machine fitted for in-cab digital 
signalling and ETCS-enabled. RGC01 is the latest Loram rail 
grinder supplied to Network Rail to replace an older 
machine. RGC01 is fitted with an ETCS system supplied by 
Hitachi Rail and, earlier this year, completed successful trials 
at NR’s Tuxford and Melton Mowbray Test Tracks. LORAM 

 One of the industry’s worst 
kept secrets has been 
confirmed with the news that 
ScotRail is to replace its 
Inter7City HST fleet with 
Class 222 ‘Meridian’ DEMUs in 
2027-28. The units will be 
formed into 22 five-car trains 
and will receive a full exterior 
repaint and internal refresh, 
including realignment of seats 
to maximise alignment with 
windows. The final ScotRail 
HSTs are expected to be 
retired in December 2028, 
bringing scheduled InterCity 
125 passenger operation to 
an end after 52 years. 
SCOTRAIL

 A very unusual formation that would no doubt be 
called non-prototypical if it appeared on a layout! 
National Collection ‘A3’ No. 60103 Flying Scotsman and 
its Mk 1 BSK support coach were escorted from the 
Mid-Hants Railway on March 23 by RailAdventure 
Class 43 power cars 43423 and 43467 as the 5Z43 0921 
Alton-King’s Norton. RICHARD GUNN/MODEL RAIL

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews



22 Model Rail 352 June 2026

Opening the box

A

With a yellow ‘PWM’ already at work in his engineers’ 
yard, George Dent recently added a green version 
of the R&H 0‑6‑0DE to his fleet, giving it a suitably 
work‑stained appearance.

Staff Show & Tell
GOING GREEN

s the bulk of my own modelling 
output tends to reflect the 
1975-1990 era, I was quick to add 
a yellow BR/Ruston & Hornsby 

‘PWM’ diesel locomotive to my fleet when the 
models first arrived. 

However, the yellow scheme only came into 
being during the 1980s, adopted around the 
time the locomotives were re-numbered into 
the 976XX series. To cater for the late 1970s, 
therefore, I’ve just added PWM653 to my roster 
of Departmental locomotives, which wears the 
fetching light green shade of BR green.

Offering a much breezier appearance than 
the original, drab 1960s livery – and a change 
from the all-pervading Rail blue of the ‘70s 
– PWM653’s pristine finish was duly tempered 
by a fairly quick weathering job, which took 
just a couple of afternoons to complete. 

Because I was pressed for time, I opted not 
to dismantle the model and did my best to 
keep the glazing as clean as possible. Normally, 
I prefer to treat bodyshells and chassis 
separately, as it makes both parties easier to 

handle. But with such a compact locomotive, 
this approach didn’t pose many issues, 
although I did have to wait slightly longer for 
each stage to dry, lest I introduce fingerprints 
or unwanted scuffs to the finish.

The main downside to not removing the 
body is that I’ve yet to install a driver into the 
cab, so that’s an important job for another day. 
Another essential task that was taken care of 
was the cleaning of the wheels and power 
contacts, which is vital after weathering. 
Cotton swabs, soaked in Deluxe Materials’ 
Track Magic fluid, make easy work of lifting 
paint and other contaminants from the 
wheel treads, flanges and inner faces, the 
latter being where the wiper contacts collect 
the track current. A small brush, also dipped 
in Track Magic, will clean the tips of the 
wiper contacts. A few drops of light oil onto 
the crank pins reduce friction on the 
coupling rods and, after a thorough test-run, 
the ‘PWM’ was ready for service.

I’m happy with the finished model, as it 
offers a more authentic form of traction for 

George has added a light green ‘PWM’ to 
his fleet, although the attractive livery 
has been toned down with a weathering 
job, inspired by images of the real thing.

	r MR-403 Ruston & Hornsby 0‑6‑0DE 
PWM653, BR light green Price: 
£169.00 (MR subscribers £152.10) 
Web: www.modelrailoffers.co.uk

 r MIG enamel washes and thinners 
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk 

 r LifeColor acrylic paints, paintbrushes, 
airbrushes and accessories 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

What George used

The weathering has 
brought out the relief in the 
bodyshell and added gritty 
texture to the underframe.

marshalling my late 1970s-era ballast and 
track-carrying wagons. 

Given recent events, it’s worth clarifying 
that, despite Accurascale’s recent acquisition 
of the Danish company, the exclusive tooling 
that Model Rail commissioned from Heljan (BR 
Class 11, 12, 48 and the R&H ‘PWM’) remains our 
property and did not form part of the sale. 
Subsequently, these models remain exclusive 
to Model Rail and are only available for 
purchase new from us. 

From time to time, our R&H ‘PWMs’ are 
offered at specially discounted prices, so it’s 
worth checking out the website to see the 
current offers (see panel), with the full range 
illustrated on page 101. 
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Show & Tell

With MR’s content editor 
Richard Gunn being 
a Longmoor Military 
Railway modeller and thus 
appreciating the more eclectic side of 
railways, MR351’s articles on fireless 
locomotives inspired him to see what 
was around in ‘N’ gauge. Unfortunately, 
the only ready-to-run choice seems to 
be a German 0‑6‑0 from Bachmann 
Europe’s Liliput range. 

But while browsing Footplate Models’ 
second-hand 2mm stock, Richard 
chanced across a 3D-printed Bagnall 
fireless loco. Priced at £49.95, somebody 
else had already done the hard work of 
mating it to a TU-Koppel A Supermini 
chassis, and painting, lining and 
numbering it – and a pretty good job 
they’d made of it too. There’s no official 
record of fireless locomotives at the LMR, 
but who knows what might have been 
borrowed for instructional purposes on 
this ‘anything goes’ army system?

It needs some further finishing, such 
as buffers, etc, but Richard is now 
relishing following Chris Nevard’s ‘OO’ 
weathering guide to make this delightful 
little locomotive look more careworn. 
Web: www.footplate.co.uk

SMOKE…
WITHOUT FIRE

With modern homes getting smaller, 
some may wonder if it’s worthwhile 
to build small layouts. Peter Marriott 
recently had the opportunity to 
study a pair of tiny ‘HO’ scale layouts 
‘in the flesh’ during a show in 
Europe, and he returned to the UK 
full of new ideas and respect for 
layout builders who devote time and 
expertise to creating highly detailed 
scenes in a minimum space.

One of the smallest and most delightful 
creations was ‘Rue Des Etoiles’, a street 
scene with moving road vehicles, beautifully 
capturing part of a French town, complete 
with boules players and locals going about 
their everyday business. The project is the 
work of Michael Kohler and proves that even 
if space is limited, a hugely memorable 
project can be made. 

SIZE ISN’T 
EVERYTHING

To bring out all the detail relief and give the 
impression of ingrained grime, I applied a coat 
of dark brown enamel weathering wash. Using 
cotton buds, I wiped most of the wash away.

Most of the wash pigment was removed, but 
traces were left within the panel seams, 
louvres and around raised details. This process 
is explained in more detail on page 48.

To add extra texture to the underframe, 
I blended some LifeColor acrylics and 
stippled the paint around the chassis 
frames and wheels.

A similar blend of acrylics was also stippled 
onto the running plate, built up over a few light 
layers. The stippling action creates a random 
texture and avoids visible brush marks.

The model comes with extra details, including 
shunter’s pole brackets that need to be glued 
above each buffer. But, before they were 
installed, I weathered them to match.

With the extra details installed, the finishing 
touches were applied via light mists of 
thinned RailMatch enamel, Frame Dirt and 
Weathered Black.

STEP
BY

STEP

Another layout to catch Peter’s eye was 
‘Depot Aebimatt’, which depicts 
a locomotive depot during the 1958-1963 
period, built by Marc Theilkas. Sound-fitted 
steam and diesel locomotives moved in and 
out of the scene by a clever arrangement of 
traversers, with mirrors on each side to 
create an illusion of extra depth. All 
elements were nicely weathered, adding an 
overall sense of realism.

1

5

2

6

3
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Opinion

hat is your first railway recollection? To 
properly recall the days before the end of 
steam in 1968, you would need to be in 
your mid-60s now; for others, those 

formative memories may be of trains in ‘toothpaste’ 
Network Southeast livery or Strathclyde red and black; 
while readers under 40 may struggle to remember 
anything before railway privatisation.

My earliest memories are of trips down to London 
as a child of the early ’70s; alighting at King’s Cross 
and walking along the platform past rows of mixed 
maroon and blue/grey coaches with a giant blue 
diesel humming at the buffers.

Nostalgia has been described as ‘the pain of 
remembered pleasure’ and there is a sense that many 
of us are attempting, in miniature, to recreate a world 
we remember with affection that is now lost. But are 
we nostalgic for how the world was, or for how we 
were: younger, fitter and with what felt like timeless 
opportunity ahead?

Among model railway retailers and manufacturers 
there is a generally accepted ’40-year’ rule; that is, the 
most popular models will date from approximately 40 
years ago. So back in the 1980s the magazines were full 
of GWR branchlines, whereas now we are on the cusp 
of the BR blue era, which has been selling solidly, 
passing on the baton to the sectorisation era.

But there are gaps in that logic. For example, how 
does it explain the sudden popularity of the pre-
Grouping era, with strong sales reported of the 
generic four-wheel, six-wheel and bogie coaches 
offered by Rapido and Hattons/Accurascale and 
locomotives to match?

Perhaps another saying – ‘build it, and they will 
come’ – is more apt? It can hardly be a coincidence 
that the explosion in interest in modelling at the 
turn of the last century is largely down to 
imaginative manufacturers and retailers developing 
these undeniably quaint and appealing models; 
finding a market where previous wisdom had stated 
there was none.

Where does it leave modern image modellers, such 
as me? I do feel strong affection for the early BR blue 
era, and I enjoy watching such layouts at shows, but 
my own modelling is almost exclusively based around 
the locos, units and wagons of the last decade or so.

I have heard it said that, irrespective of the 
‘most popular’ era at any given time, the second 
most popular is consistently the current day; 
clearly for many modellers there is, literally, no time 
like the present.

This, I suspect, can be largely attributed to a 
significant number of us simply deriving inspiration 
from what we see around us every day – even if the 
speed of franchise renewals, livery changes and 
rolling stock upgrades in the 21st century can make 
it feel exhausting.

Ultimately, however wide or narrow your 
modelling era; and whether your goal is to recreate 
the past or depict the present, it seems fitting to 
remember, in this 201st year of railway history, that 
any time can be the right time.

Inside track 
with Ben Ando

Ben Ando is the 
founder of 
Revolution Trains 
and a regular 
contributor to 
Model Rail.

 Many of us 
are attempting, 

in miniature, 
to recreate a 

world we 
remember with 
affection that is 

now lost 

Ben’s own modelling 
preference is for the railways 
of the past decade or so. This 
is Steven Dale’s ‘Staffordshire 
Border Route’, which will 
feature in a future issue of 
Model Rail. CHRIS NEVARD 

Model railway retailers and manufacturers tend to accept the 
’40-year’ rule, making the BR Rail blue era a key element of 
today’s market. A shabby blue Class 47 runs through ‘Farkham’, 
a layout built originally by Mickleover MRG. CHRIS NEVARDW

Modelling your memories… 
or living in the now?
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SHELF LIFE
Who needs a railway room when you can build a layout in your office? 

Kevin Crane demonstrates how vertical thinking solved his space problem. 
Words: Nick Brodrick Photography: Chris Nevard

1
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“

“

What 
makes this layout great?

Gonerby proves that you don’t need oodles of space – or even a fiddleyard – to have an out-and-back layout powered by big diesels. Despite being less than a foot deep, clever use of layered scenics from front edge to backscene creates multiple eye-deceiving 
illusions.
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here are probably times when you’ve 
gazed into a room at home and pondered, 
‘if only I could empty it and build my 
dream layout’. 

Space – the common thwart to such dreams – is an 
ever-precious commodity in modern life, especially 
since the pandemic when working from home 
required any spare space to become an ad hoc office 
in many houses. But what if you could turn an office 
into a multi-functional space? One that can 
accommodate a layout… 

That’s precisely what Kevin Crane did for his 
‘OO’ traction maintenance depot and freight yard. 
‘Gonerby’, named after his home village in 
Lincolnshire, reflects a grubby slice of the BR 
Sectorisation period of the late 1980s-early 1990s, 
inspired by his memorable time working at 
Stratford depot overseeing the maintenance of 
Classes 31, 37 and 47. His current part-time job in 
freight performance for GB Railfreight necessitates 
the use of three large computer screens and, 
inevitably, a large desk in the box room, which also 
plays host to an exercise bike. 

“It was a question of how I could fit the biggest 
layout I could into my small, 9ft x 8ft office without 

interfering with my day-to-day work,” he reflects on 
his original dilemma. The solution came from an 
unlikely source… 

HIGHER IS BETTER 
IKEA floating shelves allowed Kevin to plan his 
railway to be mounted on two wall sides above his 
office essentials at shoulder height, without the added 
complication and interference of having to incorporate 
support legs and trusses.

Four of these floating shelves support three individual 
boards to form the L-shape layout. “Once I had figured 
out the height, I rested the layout’s MDF boards on top,” 
Kevin says. A sub-frame of 2in by 1in timber gives the 
clearance for point motors and wiring. “At shoulder 
height, it means you aren’t looking down at it, you’re 
looking straight across, so you get to see all the detail. If 
you’re going to build a shelf layout, I’d recommend to 
anyone to mount it as high as you can.” 

Rather than adapt the attic or loft, he “wanted 
something that could be viewed all the time, 
because I knew I’d get pleasure just looking at the 
layout – even without running trains”. 

“Neat and tidy presentation” by matching the layout 
facias with the black office furniture means that 

ABOVE What would 
ordinarily be a featureless 
fiddleyard has been brought 
to life by incorporating it as 
a scenic part of the overall 
layout. Class 33 33211 and 
Class 37 37423 Sir Murray 
Morrison are idle between 
duties as a recent car crash 
is investigated. 

RIGHT Bachmann’s excellent 
single road diesel depot 
building, based on the real 
one at Peterborough, makes 
an effective corner filler – and 
temporary home for 
‘Chopper’ 20132.

2
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT GONERBY

The 3D backscene provides some vital depth to 
the narrow baseboards.

Images of the interiors of factories add another 
layer of optical illusion. 

Littered crisp packets and supermarket bags are tiny 
but effective details on ‘Gonerby’. 

1

2

3

things we like3

3
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“everyone who comes and sees it remarks how well 
it fits in the room and doesn’t overpower it… it 
doesn’t intrude at all”. 

Indeed, with ‘Gonerby’ appearing as the backdrop 
to work video calls, “a couple of the guys I work with 
are always making remarks like ‘I can see your 
Class 56 has been moved this week’ and ‘it looks like 
you’ve got some new wagons!’ on calls”. 

PLAN TO SUCCEED
As with any project, some careful planning was 
essential in creating something that its builder 
“happily wouldn’t change anything about”. 

BELOW By carefully matching 
the colours of the 
scratchbuilt warehouses, 
Kevin has created a seamless 
transition from model to 
backscene. The use of his 
surname in the company 
name is no accident! 

Kevin learnt the hard way from his four previous 
layouts by being “too impatient” and “not very 
methodical” in their planning.  

The “key” to ‘Gonerby’s’ success in Kevin’s eyes was 
to have run-round roads at either end of the 8ft 6in run 
so that he could realistically run a train from one end 
to the other and vice versa, and “as many sidings as 
I could to give a bit of variety but not too many to 
make it congested”. 

“I was always getting rulers out and looking at what 
worked; trying to find wagon consists to fit each of 
those. Two 60ft inter‑modal wagons fit perfectly in the 
inter‑modal siding; four cement wagons at the cement 

4
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT GONERBY

yard; four scrap wagons outside the scrapyard – so I’m 
not restricted by running trains because other trains 
can run around them. Once I had the siding lengths, it 
was a case of what could I add on… a fuelling point, 
a dead-end road for a locomotive to be stabled etc. 

“As soon as I knew the track layout, I just wanted to 
get on with it. I sourced everything needed first, so 
once I started, I didn’t have to wait for things to turn 
up… it probably took me three months to complete the 
scenic and lighting part of the layout once the track 
and wiring had been installed – it was that intense.”

Three months was around the same time it took to 
perfect the design. “It wasn’t very challenging because 



Run-round loops at either end of ‘Gonerby’ are vital 
for its successful operation. A Class 37 has 
deposited its consignment of steel wire and is 
returning along the middle road. The steel frame 
gantry crane is a Bachmann Scenecraft product. 

5
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT GONERBY

www.model-rail.co.uk

I’d done my homework before I started,” Kevin says. 
That meant I wasn’t going to come across any 
unknowns – and that meant I was able to crack on 
and finish it so quickly.”

HANDS OFF! 
Fiddleyards are a traditional necessity of end-to-end 
track plans, but Kevin’s dislike for these “ugly” areas 
meant he was only happy to eschew another 
convention of layout construction, not least to help 
fulfil the requirement for ‘Gonerby’ to “blend in” with 
its domestic environment. His equivalent fiddleyard is 

the left-hand end loops and sidings which are 
presented in the same, consistent scenic fashion as the 
right-hand boards that contain the main area of 
industrial activity. They are linked by a curving 
freight-only single line. 

The realism of the scenic-fiddleyard is seldom 
broken by hands continuously changing stock. Instead, 
Kevin’s modus operandi sees trains remain on 
‘Gonerby’ for days at a time rather than minutes, and 
“because I don’t use the layout all the time, I also just 
like to view locomotives and rakes of wagons in 
sidings until they’re next used, just like in a real yard”. 
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Hands-off coupling and uncoupling is achieved by 
a “simple but effective” adaptation of the ubiquitous 
tension lock system. 

Around 30 strong neodymium magnets are placed 
in strategic places on the underneath of the 
baseboards. Kevin added L-shape staples to the lift-bar 
on the wagon tension locks which lift above the 
magnets when the couplings are eased to uncouple. 
Recoupling simply involves pushing the wagons back 
a smidge. Nattily, the hooks have sufficient ‘grab’ on 
the corresponding wagon or locomotive hoops when 
they are taut, so there is no risk of break aways. 
Explains Kevin: “To make sure I got the right position 

for the magnets, I drilled very small holes through the 
board and glued the magnets over them. The nearest 
sleeper ends are painted white to denote the precise 
stop point. I’m continuously adding to them as new 
train and shunting permutations arise.” 

NARROW VIEW 
What ‘Gonerby’ lacks in depth (just 11in) is 
compensated for by a careful blend of two- and 
three-dimensional elements. The industrial unit 
backdrop, supplied by ID Backscenes, has been 
enhanced with matching style and colour “ultra-low 
relief” (1/4in thick) scratchbuilt factory units, 

ABOVE Locomotives, like 
this Cavelex Class 56, have 
been professionally 
weathered by Paul Wright at 
Traction and Rolling Stock 
Works Ltd, who also helped 
Kevin with the baseboards, 
track and electrics. 

6
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT GONERBY

With so much interest, you’d be hard 
pressed to tell that this scene is only 
11in deep. A ‘Gronk’ takes charge of 
shunting in and out of the scrapyard. 

7
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complementing a mix of ready-to-plant and plastic 
kitbuilt structures elsewhere. 

Therefore, it is unusual that the layout matches the 
backscene rather than other, usual, way round.  

Kevin’s own photographs inside warehouses are 
mounted inside the large door openings, “which gives 
depth as if you’re looking into a big building”.

This hybrid backscene continues into the scrapyard, 
which has an unruly pile of rusty fill (from Goodwood 
Scenics) glued onto a half-relief mound shaped from 
card. Nearby, there’s also a pile of discarded washing 
machines, against a homemade photo layer of white 
goods scrap. “I wanted it to all look as 3D as possible,” 
Kevin affirms. 
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The backscene is 6in high, which allows the 
baseboards to be tipped backwards and rested on the 
floating shelves, enabling access to the electrical 
gubbins beneath when necessary. Held together by 
dowels and clips, the three baseboards can be quickly 
separated for this access, and the adjoining wiring has 
enough slack for each segment to be turned over 
without having to be disconnected.

“It’s a layout that I don’t think 
I can improve on”
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT GONERBY

Kevin started working for British Rail at 
Liverpool Street aged 17 in 1978. Various 
railway industry roles later, he now works as 
a Performance Manager for GB Railfreight, 
dealing with Delay Attribution. His interest in 
modelling started when attending exhibitions 
from the early 2000s onwards, and the 
subsequent advent of DCC sound provided the 
push to pursue and build new layouts. Kevin 
has two grown-up children, Liam and Josh, and 
his younger son also works on the railway, for 
LNER at Newark Northgate station. 

Era: Late British Rail 

Gauge and scale: 4mm: 1ft, ‘OO’ gauge

Size: 7ft 3in x 8ft 6in x 11in

Track: Peco Code 75 

Power and control: DCC (sound)

Time to build: Three months

FACTFILE: ‘GONERBY’

ABOUT THE MODELLER: 
KEVIN CRANE

This wiring also feeds a whole host of 
interactive features, including lights (like welding 
flashes), working signals, and DCC sound 
(including an imitation of the signal box lever 
clunks and telegraph bells). “It’s got to the stage 
where there’s not a lot I could do to it,” Keven 
contemplates. “It’s a layout that I don’t think I can 
improve on.” 

 In doing so, he might have discovered modelling 
utopia – and certainly, a place of work that is much 
more than a boring office!

“I wanted something that could be viewed all the 
time, because I knew I’d get pleasure just looking at 
the layout – even without running trains” 

8

9
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Inspirational projects, advice and top tips that show you how
Workbench

Project difficulty ranges from easy:                one screwdriver, to very hard:                 five screwdrivers.

48 Muck up a 
Colas Class 70 54 Build a modern 

industrial unit

42 Building Whimsy 
Pit, Part 1

Meet the Model Rail Expert modellers

George Dent
Learn from one of the 
country’s best modellers. 

Chris Nevard
Our ace snapper is also 
a hugely talented modeller.

Peter Marriott
Scenic guru! Knows what’s 
available and how to use it.
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Two become one as Chris Nevard lets his imagination 
run wild, carving up ‘Moorewood Colliery’ and 
‘Windmill Sidings’ to create one single layout, complete 
with standard gauge conversion…

BUILD 
WHIMSY PIT

 HOW TO
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The finished layout proved pleasing and, 
as it had been built on a foamboard base, 
the original plan was to fix it onto a proper 
plywood baseboard, then enclose it within 
a diorama-type case and create a fiddleyard 
extension to make it fully operational.

However, as many readers will 
understand, the pressure of day-to-day life 
and other projects saw ‘Moorewood 
Colliery’ confined to the top shelf of my 
railway room, covered with a dust sheet 
and only appearing briefly from time to 
time when the need to photograph a new 
‘OO9’ model arose.

Looking even further back in time, 
‘Windmill Sidings’, which was built for the 

A 24 hrsOO
GAUGE

broken model projects). The resulting 
layout was based on one of the most 
westerly coal mines of the Nettlebridge 
Valley, close to the Mendip Hills, which was 
joined to the Somerset & Dorset Joint 
Railway via a tramway.

few years ago, I built a tiny 3ft by 
1ft ‘OO9’ narrow gauge layout 
called ‘Moorewood Colliery’, 
which featured in the April 2021 

issue of Model Rail (MR285). It was inspired 
by a kit-built model of a wooden pit 
headstock, which Chris Leigh kindly gave me 
from his ‘hobby graveyard’ storage shed 
(filled with all manner of used, unfinished or 

PART 1
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This is ‘Moorewood Colliery’, as originally 
built. At only 3ft long and 1ft wide, there’s not 
a lot of room, but the use of ‘OO9’ narrow 
gauge track ensured space for sidings and 
a run-round loop.

The other ‘donor’ for this project was 
‘Windmill Sidings’. Or rather, the Tim Horn 
plywood baseboard below the layout was to 
be salvaged for my new project. Everything 
else will be saved for future re-use.

The mock up that started it all: balancing 
some standard gauge stock atop the ‘OO9’ 
track on ‘Moorewood Colliery’. The new 
layout would provide a home for the ‘Clyde 
Puffer’ ship (see MR347).

The point of no return! The fact that I use 
a foamboard sub-base for my layouts means 
that the trackbed could be removed easily 
with a saw. The buildings and other scenic 
items had already been packed safely away.

2

4

1

3
SHOPPING LIST

 r Peco SL108F Code 75 Bullhead rail 
flexible track (£8.00 per yard) 
• SL-E190 Double-slip crossing 
(£81.40) • SL-1140 Bullhead rail-built 
bufferstop (£6.05 each) 
Availability: Peco stockists 
Web: www.peco-uk.com

 r Insulation foam • 5mm thick 
foamboard sheets • 6mm plywood 
• PVA woodworking glue

 r Availability: Craft and DIY stores
 r Tools
 r Hobby knife and spare blades
 r Hammer
 r Cutting mat
 r Steel rule
 r Needle files
 r Drill with various bits
 r Paper nail files or sandpaper
 r Paintbrushes

What Chris used

-

STEP
BY

STEP

February 2019 issue of Model Rail (MR257), 
used a selection of lovely second-hand 
model buildings. This layout had also been 
sat under a dust cover for years, only rearing 
its head very occasionally as a background 
for photographing rolling stock.

‘Windmill Sidings’ was built on a 3ft by 1ft 
laser-cut plywood baseboard, from the 
fantastic Tim Horn Laser Cutting range; 
however, there were elements I wasn’t totally 
happy with. The main issue was those 
second-hand buildings. I kept getting 
imposter syndrome, especially when people 
asked how I made them, despite never 
making any claim I’d created them myself. 

Recently, I began to formulate a few ideas 
about what to do with both ‘Moorewood 
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Colliery’ and ‘Windmill Sidings’. Could 
I create a single layout that would prove 
more useful and fulfilling?

What if I stripped the lovely second-hand 
buildings off ‘Windmill Sidings’ and put them 
aside for something else? The Tim Horn 
laser-cut baseboard could then form the 
base for the ‘OO9’ colliery layout. But wait… 
how about converting ‘Moorewood 
Colliery’ to standard gauge track? 

The more I thought about it, the more the 
plan appealed, especially the standard 
gauge conversion. I felt this would present 
me with an interesting challenge, given the 
limited amount of space. After many pangs 
of guilt, especially as I’m a long-time member 
of the OO9 Society, I bit the bullet and got 
the saw out.

THE CONCEPT
Whimsy Pit was a little-known colliery on 
the North Somerset coast. Indeed, if you 
look in history books and online it’s 
unlikely you will be able to find any record 
of it whatsoever.

Quite a few coal mines extended under 
the sea, especially in the north-east of 
England, while the seams of Cornish tin 
mines also extended beneath the ocean. 
Even Shakespeare Colliery, not far from 
Dover, sat below the famous white cliffs 
between the railway and the sea. 

 Therefore, the reality isn’t unusual, but 
it was the only pit to be so located in the 
Somerset coal field, this being the western 
extremity which extends under the Bristol 
Channel – well, in my imagination anyway!

Of course, ‘Whimsy Pit’ is complete 
nonsense, with the name being a partial 
giveaway. But, of course, in our miniature 
world, we can let our imaginations run wild.

In this first of three instalments, I’ll 
explain how I formulated a revised track 
plan, salvaged the used plywood 
baseboard, and converted the narrow 
gauge scene into a standard gauge affair, 
replacing a foreground canal scene with 
a quayside backdrop.

WHAT’S NEXT?
In the next issue, we’ll look at the creation of 
a curved backscene and revised scenic 
contours – while ballasting and scenic work 
will be covered in the third instalment.

Peco provides a range of full-size track, 
crossing, and point templates that can 
be downloaded for free and printed at 
home as many times as you like. These 
templates are a great help when 
planning your track layout – you will 
know for sure what will fit before 
buying any track. 
Web: www.peco-uk.com/collections/
track-plan-sheets

TOP TIP 
USE PAPER TEMPLATES
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Using a sturdy trimming (or Stanley) knife, I cut 
gradually through the layers of foamboard 
– and DAS clay contouring – separating the key 
scenic areas from the ‘OO9’ track sections.

The ballasted track section was kept intact, as 
I hope to use it elsewhere in due course – I try 
not to waste anything if I can help it. This is 
another advantage of using a foamboard base.

The colliery scenic section, with an area cut out to form a channel basin for the quayside, would 
form an effective backdrop. Here, I’m mocking things up in the middle and foreground to see 
what will fit, or what will not. 
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The Tim Horn board after stripping and 
sanding. The job was undertaken outdoors, as 
it was fairly messy. It’s important to get the 
baseboard’s upper face smooth and flat.

Instead of the cork sheet, I like to use 5 or 6mm 
thick foamboard as a base. It’s cheap, 
lightweight and easy to cut. It’s also easy to 
push fenceposts, telegraph poles and trees into. 

Foamboard is easier to glue down flat, in 
contrast to rolls of cork, which tend to curl up. 
PVA woodworking glue is ideal for fixing the 
foamboard to the baseboard.

‘Moorewood Colliery’ had been built on layers 
of foamboard, although I always intended to fix 
it to a proper baseboard at some point. It will 
need some surgery now, before that happens.

‘Whimsy Pit’ offers a whimsical – and 
fictitious – portrayal of a North 
Somerset coastal colliery and quayside.

This is Chris’ ‘Moorewood Colliery’ 
in its original, narrow gauge form. 
The 6.5mm gauge track in the 
background would be retained as 
a quayside waggonway.
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Peco’s point templates – free to download – 
are great. While they feature flat-bottomed 
Code 75 or 100 rail, the geometry is the same 
as the newer Bullhead range. 

A double slip offers a huge space saving 
compared to separate points. Remember to 
drill/cut any holes for point motors now, 
before fixing the track down. 

1312

Because I use three-link couplings, I needed 
to be sure that ‘buffer lock’ wouldn’t be an 
issue, so stock was tested out on the planned 
curvature before anything was fixed in place. 

14
After finalising the track layout, the sections 
of track were cut and joined neatly with the 
double slip, ensuring a smooth transition 
from the straighter to the curved sections.

15

Another view of ‘Moorewood 
Colliery’. The ‘OO9’ track 
section – and canal – would 
soon be cut out and replaced 
by standard gauge sidings.
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With all sections test-fitted, the track was fixed 
to the foamboard with UHU all-purpose glue. 
Ensure the paper coating of the foamboard is 
intact, or the UHU may melt the foam. 

A pair of Peco bullhead bufferstop kits were 
assembled and clipped  into place. They will 
be bonded firmly to the rails during ballasting, 
which will be explained in a later instalment.

16 17

With the track in place and the glue dry, now 
is a good time to add any power connections 
to the rails, passing the cables through small 
holes drilled in the baseboard. Careful testing 
is recommended at this stage. 

Once the power connections were correct and 
working well, it was time to paint the track using 
a mix of red, black and grey Halfords aerosol 
primers (work outdoors if possible). The primer 
also seals the paper surface of the foamboard.

1918

Chris’ conversion of 
a ‘OO9’ narrow gauge 
layout to a standard 
gauge ‘OO’ scene has 
created an enthralling 
micro layout.
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armite. You either love it or hate 
it. The General Electric Class 70 
can be viewed similarly, as it 
could never be described as 

good-looking. Yet for some, it does have 
a certain attraction. 

When these locomotives first arrived in the 
UK in 2009, I must admit that I was not exactly 
smitten. However, the ‘70s’ have grown on me 
in recent years. That may be due to seeing 
more of them at work at close quarters, after 
proving elusive initially. Indeed, a sighting of 
a Freightliner ‘70’ is still a rarity for me, but 
examples of Colas’ brightly attired fleet tend to 
appear in my locality fairly regularly these days.

With a deep and distinctly retro-sounding 
growl, smoky exhaust and grimy deposits of 
oil and soot streaking down the bodywork, 
the Colas ‘70s’ have got under my skin. At 
only around ten years old, they’re still 
relatively new but, perhaps due to Colas’ fleet 
being staged at various stabling points 
around the country and maintained by mobile 
crews – and thus rarely given a deep clean – 
they’re often delightfully grubby.

START-STOP PROJECT
Back in 2024, I treated myself to a new 
Bachmann ‘70’ and, as explained in Model 
Rail’s Staff Show & Tell pages at the time (see 
MR327), a quick weathering job led to some 
unforeseen problems. 

My favoured brand of enamel washes 
somehow dissolved the printed TOPS 
numbers and smaller Colas Rail lettering on 
the cab sides.

After treating countless locomotives in 
a similar manner over the years, this had 
never happened before, so it left me a little 
stumped. Why had the wash reacted with 
some of the printed legends, but left all the 
others intact? 

Eventually, I put it down to being just 
‘one of those things’, but the project duly 
stalled and the dismantled ‘70’ sat in my 
workshop’s ‘In Progress’ drawer, while other 
tasks took priority. During the hiatus, 

After something of a hiccup, George Dent found the motivation – and a suitable set of 
decals – to finish a weathering job on a Bachmann model.

MUCK UP 
A COLAS CLASS 70

20
hrs

Model: Bachmann 31-591A 
Class 70, Colas Rail

OO
GAUGE

Availability: Bachmann stockists 
or pre-owned Price: £249.95
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I pondered whether to grab this opportunity 
and update the model with the later style of 
Colas ‘diamond’ logos. It would also be an 
ideal time to change the identity to 
a prototype which I’ve seen more frequently. 

There was also the issue of obtaining the 
necessary decals, with an initial search 
proving fruitless. Eventually, however, 
I came across a suitable pack of waterslide 
transfers in the Railtec range, which 
included a choice of Colas logos, lettering and 
numbering options.

After placing an order with Railtec, 
the Bachmann ‘70’ was soon back on the 
workbench and shunted to the front of 
the queue. 

After mulling over my options, I decided to 
stick with the ‘hard hat’ style logos, as the 
newer diamond-shaped devices look pretty 
dull in comparison. However, I did re-number 
the model to portray a locomotive I’ve seen 

HOW TO
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Work began with a coat of enamel 
weathering wash brushed onto a section of 
the body with a soft, flat brush, working the 
pigment into all the nooks and crannies.

Just as the wash began to dry), I began 
wiping most of it away with swabs, used 
mostly in vertical strokes – mimicking the 
effects of gravity and creating subtle streaks.

You can remove as much or as little of the 
wash as you deem fit. In this initial treatment, 
the sides have been cleaned up quite a bit, but 
the dark pigment is retained in the recesses.

The process was repeated on both sides and 
ends. When I reached the cab sides, the wash 
reacted with the TOPS numbers and Colas Rail 
lettering, causing them to disappear. See panel.
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The washes didn’t affect any other printed 
legends, so I continued and, after an 
overnight rest, applied a second wash 
treatment to some sections of the bonnet.

After pondering my next move (see main text), 
I eventually decided to continue. Any partially 
removed numbers and lettering were removed 
using a swab dipped in enamel wash thinners.

After some searching, I found a set of decals 
from Railtec Transfers, which provides a choice 
of different logos, lettering and numbers. Now 
the project could restart in earnest.

I masked up the glazing and sprayed the side 
panels and nose ends with two light coats of 
clear gloss – I used Mr Hobby’s Mr Super 
Clear aerosol, which produces a tough finish.

MUCK UP 
A COLAS CLASS 70 SHOPPING LIST

 r MIG Productions enamel washes 
and thinners • Mr Hobby Mr Super 
Clear Gloss • Tamiya acrylic clear 
paint and thinners • cotton swabs 
• paintbrushes • decal setting 
solution Availability: Model stores 
or Scale Model Shop Web: www.
scalemodelshop.co.uk

 r LifeColor acrylic paints 
• paintbrushes • Ultramask film 
• airbrushes and equipment 
Availability: The Airbrush Company 
Web: www.airbrushes.com 

 r RailMatch enamel paints and 
thinners • Deluxe Materials 
Track Magic Availability: Model 
stores or ModelGIANT Web: www.
modelgiant.com

 r Railtec 2196 Colas Class 70 
waterslide decals Availability: 
Railtec Transfers Web: www.
railtec-models.com

TOOLS
 r Miniature screwdrivers
 r Tweezers
 r Scissors
 r Cotton swabs
 r Cocktail sticks
 r Paintbrushes
 r Airbrush and equipment (optional)

What you will need

STEP
BY

STEP
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several times over the past few years, in 
locations ranging from Devon to 
Aberdeenshire.

LOOKING GOOD
With the new decals in place and sealed with 
clear acrylic varnish, the weathering work 
could recommence, using a mix of enamel 
washes, stippled acrylic paints and, finally, 
airbrushed enamels. 

Bachmann’s model captures the real 
Class 70 exceptionally well, and the 
weathering serves to bring greater definition 
to all the surface relief on the bodyshell in 
particular. Although not in the current 
Bachmann catalogue, a quick trawl on the 
internet revealed several retailers with 
models in stock at a significant discount over 
the full retail price, while many pre-owned 
versions also came up, so there should be no 
problem obtaining a Colas-liveried example. 

In these days, when the need to add lots of 
detailing parts to new RTR locomotives has 
become a thing of the past, spending more 
time on bespoke weathering work gives us 
something to sink our teeth into.

Having never encountered such 
a reaction before, even after working on 
hundreds of ready-to-run models over 
the years, the rapid dissolving of certain 
printed legends on the Bachmann 
Class 70 came as a surprise. My usual 
choice of MIG enamel weathering 
washes have not let me down in the 
past, but the incident provided a useful 
reminder to test for a negative reaction 
on a small area of a model before 
launching headlong into a project.

I have a feeling this was an isolated 
incident, but if you’re in doubt, either 
employ acrylic-based washes or give 
your model an overall coat of clear satin 
varnish before applying any weathering. 
This will seal the factory finish and 
prevent any damage to printed details. 
The choice of a satin or semi-gloss finish 
will allow the weathering wash pigment 
to be easily manipulated, whereas 
a clear matt coat will produce a rougher 
surface, promoting much greater 
adhesion for the wash pigment, which is 
not always desired!

TAKING THINGS 
FOR GRANTED

Bachmann’s Class 70 captures the 
unusual character of the GE 
Class 70 well, but some carefully 
applied weathering takes the 
realism up a notch.

With heavier deposits of dirt and 
grime around the centre of the 
body, below the exhaust outlets, the 
Bachmann ‘70’ really looks the part.

Now George has finally completed 
his Colas Class 70, it gives him 
something new to pose on this 
fabulous diorama, built by Paul 
Gosden, which featured in MR342.
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When the clear coats had cured completely, 
the decals were cut from the sheet and 
soaked in clean tepid water. Micro Set decal 
setting solution was used to aid adhesion.

Once the decal had begun to separate from the 
backing paper, it was removed from the water 
and, using a blunt wooden cocktail stick, gently 
slid into position as the paper was pulled away.

Excess water was absorbed with a swab, gently 
pressing the decal onto the surface to remove 
moisture and air bubbles. Final adjustments 
were made and then the decal was left to dry.

The process was repeated with each of 
the elements. I was changing the identity 
to 70815, so the numbers were gently 
slid into position. 

I also had to replace the TOPS numerals on 
the nose ends, following the same procedure. 
Once all the decals were in place, the model 
was left overnight to dry naturally.

To render the decal film invisible, I sprayed 
a light coat of clear gloss acrylic (Tamiya) via 
an airbrush. When this was dry, I sprayed the 
cab with a satin varnish.

After re-fitting the cabs, weathering continued. 
A blend of LifeColor acrylics was created and 
stippled over the chassis and bogie frames. 
The exact colour is not critical at this stage.

The stippling of the acrylics – over two coats – 
is mostly about introducing a random texture 
to the underframe. The stippling action of the 
brush is effective in recreating this.

10
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I thinned a pair of RailMatch enamel paints: 
Frame Dirt and Weathered Black. A small 
amount of each paint was decanted into jars 
and thinned to the consistency of skimmed milk.

17

After loading the airbrush with the Frame Dirt 
shade, setting the air pressure to about 18psi 
and testing the flow on a scrap of paper, a fine 
mist was sprayed over the underframe areas.

18
Low pressure and careful regulation of the 
paint allows closer airbrush work. Thus, the 
Frame Dirt could be misted, allowing the 
overspray to work up the sides.

Switching to the Weathered Black shade, the 
roof and upper areas of the body were 
misted, concentrating around the exhaust 
outlets and introducing some streaks.

19 20
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As the dust began to settle following 
full privatisation of Britain’s railways in 
the late 1990s, freight operators were 
faced with a need to renew their 
traction fleets. Many former British Rail 
diesel locomotives were nearing the 
end of their lives and, following the lead 
of English, Welsh & Scottish Railway 
(EWS), Freightliner turned to the 
American-built EMD Class 66 as 
a proven and highly versatile solution.

By the early 2000s, however, 
Freightliner sought a more powerful 
locomotive design that could still 
comply with modern emissions 
regulations and settled on the 
General Electric (GE) Powerhaul 
platform, which boasted an output of 
around 3,800hp and a superior tractive 
effort compared to the ‘66’. 

An initial order of 20 Powerhaul 
locomotives was placed, with assembly 
taking place at GE’s Erie, Pennsylvania, 
plant. The first examples of what 
became Class 70 were shipped from the 
USA in 2009, with delivery taking place 
over the next couple of years. 
Freightliner also retained an option to 
order a further 10 examples, but this 
was not activated. In fact, the operator 
never received all 20 of its locomotives, 
thanks to 70012 being severely 
damaged during unloading at 
Newport Docks. It was eventually 
shipped back to Erie and repaired to 
become a testing platform.

With much of the testing and 
acceptance work undertaken in the US 
before shipping, the ‘70s’ were notable 
for entering service quickly after arrival 
in Britain, and Freightliner’s fleet has 
since been gainfully employed on 
container and general freight work, 
although periods of storage have 
occasionally put their future in jeopardy.

A single Turkish-built Class 70 – 
70099 – was imported to the UK in 2012 
as a demonstrator, leading Colas Rail 
Freight to place an order for 10 more 
locomotives from GE, which, again, 
were built in the USA, with delivery 
beginning in 2014. Orders for a further 
seven followed, and 70099 was also 
absorbed into the Colas fleet, 
re-numbered as 70801.

The Colas ‘70s’ can be seen across 
the network, hauling general freight 
(such as cement, timber or oil tanks) 
and especially infrastructure trains for 
Network Rail.

With a modular, narrow body 
redolent of the BR Class 58, the 
Class 70s feature large cabs at each 
end, which afford drivers with excellent 
visibility and much-improved levels 
of comfort compared to the Class 66. 
The unusual front ends can be 
explained by the high level of crash 
protection built into the cabs.

FACTFILE: GE CLASS 70

A slightly faded and careworn 70803 has 
just run around its train of ballast wagons 
at Crewe in October 2025.

An increasingly common feature of Colas 
Class 70s is heavily stained paintwork, especially 
in the region of the engine compartment and 
exhaust outlets. 

The earlier ‘hard hat’ style of Colas Rail 
logos is carried by last-built 70817 and 
classmate 70812.
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I cut a piece of Ultramask clear film into the 
shape of wiper blade trails and placed it on the 
windscreen. A mist of the Weathered Black 
was then sprayed over the upper front ends.

The Ultramask film was then re-used at the 
opposite end. Ultramask is a flexible film 
available in rolls or sheets, is easily cut to the 
desired shape, and can be re-used many times. 

The wheels were given a thorough clean. The 
treads, flanges and inner faces were cleaned of 
all paint and contaminants, along with the tips 
of the wiper contacts (using a fine brush).

The final step was to repaint the driver. After 
re-fitting the interiors, the body and chassis 
were re-assembled and given a test run 
before the Class 70 was passed fit for service.

22
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FACTFILE: GE CLASS 70

The most recent 
iteration of the 
Colas Rail logo is 
seen on the cab side 
of 70803. Note the 
shabby, weathered 
appearance and 
distinctive pattern 
described by the 
windscreen wipers.

The Colas ‘70s’ spend long periods outstationed at 
remote stabling points, meaning that visits to 
conventional depots with mechanised cleaning plant are 
infrequent. 70808 is seen at Westbury in 2018.

Despite being just over a year old, 70814 is 
already showing signs of oil and soot staining 
along the bonnet sides when captured at 
Westbury in June 2018. ALL: GEORGE DENT



54 Model Rail 352 June 2026

Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

n earlier layouts, I have used and 
adapted resin-built structures, or 
assembled plastic, cardboard and 
wood kits. This time, however, 

I decided to scratchbuild the main structure for 
this project, which depicts a modern rail-served 
industrial depot. While it may take longer to 
build structures from scratch, the process can 
be much more satisfying and offers the chance 
to create something truly unique. 

On studying images of real modern 
industrial units, warehouses and depots, the 
structure is often simply a big steel box. For 
the main fabric of the depot, I used some 
packs of Auhagen corrugated plastic sheet. 
Each pack provides two 100mm by 200mm 
sheets, which are injection-moulded and 
feature a convincing texture.

At approximately 1mm thick, the sheets are 
rigid enough to be largely self-supporting, 
while also being easy to cut and trim to the 
required size and shape. The dimensions of 
the corrugations lend the sheets to ‘HO’, ‘OO’, 
and even ‘TT:120’ scenes, and the material is 
ideal for forming walls and roofs of all manner 
of warehouses and industrial buildings. 

It’s often the small details that make a model, 
so I also added various detailing products, 
including homemade signage, to enhance the 
building’s visual appeal and interest.

To represent a modern, sustainable 
industrial development, I added panels of 
green foliage to the roof using mixed fine 

Making structures from scratch can be a far more satisfying – if time-consuming – project, 
and it offers the chance to create something truly unique, as Peter Marriott discovers.

BUILD A MODERN 
INDUSTRIAL UNIT 
– FROM SCRATCH
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scatter materials. These living roof systems 
offer several benefits in the urban 
landscape – from providing habitats for 
birds and other wildlife to reducing water 
runoff – and are relatively easy to replicate in 
model form.  

The depot took around five hours to build, 
and once it was in position, I spent a couple of 
hours adding details, including a security 
camera, air-conditioning units, signage, waste 
bins, and figures.

In reality, modern parcels depots are huge, 
so this project is not entirely realistic, but the 
idea was just to capture some of the flavour 
of a modern rail-served depot using products 
that were new to me. I am pleased with the 
result, and it has also provided a useful 
diorama for displaying my rolling stock.

HOW TO

8 hrsOO
GAUGE
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These twin-packs of corrugated plastic sheets 
by Auhagen provide useful material for 
scratchbuilding modern industrial structures. 
Each sheet measures 100mm by 200mm.

The lower edge of each sheet features raised 
‘pips’ from the moulding process. These must 
be trimmed flush with a sharp craft knife 
before the sheets can be joined together.

Another pack of useful parts from Auhagen is 
this set of ‘stabilising elements’, providing 
internal bracings for internal joints. Similar parts 
can be cut from scrap, but this saves time.

I joined two of the corrugated sheets using 
cyanoacrylate, although a liquid poly cement 
would also work. One of the braces was 
added to the inside to reinforce the joint.
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I cut window and door apertures (for 
pedestrians and rail traffic) into the corrugated 
sheet to form one of the end walls. I made the 
cuts in stages and I tidied up the edges.

I found a suitable window frame and door in 
my spares box, and the apertures were cut to 
suit their dimensions. After fettling to achieve 
a neat fit, the parts were bonded in place.

The opposite end of the building features 
a plain wall. The side and ends walls were 
glued together and left to dry, checking the 
outer corner angles were set at 90º.

I reinforced the interior and added a small 
offcut of corrugated sheet to the inside of the 
larger door aperture. After checking the corner 
angles again, the walls were left to cure.

SHOPPING LIST
 r Auhagen 52233 corrugated cladding 
sheets (£10.25) • 80352 Stabilizing 
pieces (£12.50) • 80102 Suction 
removal system (£9.25)  
Availability: Golden Valley Hobbies 
Web: www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com

 r Bachmann Scenecraft 44-528 
air-conditioning units Price: £4.95 
Availability: Bachmann stockists 
Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

 r Mounting card  
Availability: Art/craft stores

TOOLS
 r Modelling knife and spare blades
 r Cutting mat
 r Steel rule
 r Abrasive sheets
 r Paintbrushes

What Peter used

STEP
BY

STEP



56 Model Rail 352 June 2026

Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

To form the flat roof, I cut a piece of artist’s 
mounting card to size, strengthening the 
underside with card offcuts folded into angles 
to add rigidity. These were bonded with PVA.

Strips of 
card were 

also added to the 
upper inside 
edges of the 
walls, onto which 
the roof will sit. 
The card roof 
was painted grey, 
save for areas 
where extra 
panels were to 
be fitted.

Four square 
panels of 

card were cut, 
painted brown 
and bonded to 
the roof. These 
will form 
a sustainable 
‘living roof’ 
system, 
mimicking an 
increasingly 
common feature 
of modern 
buildings.

I blended various fine scatter materials in 
a small pot to mimic sedums and short wild 
grasses typically seen on roofs. Clear matt Mod 
Podge was used to bond the scatter material.

I applied the Mod Podge to the roof panels 
with a small piece of sponge, dabbing the glue 
onto the painted card. While tacky, the scatter 
material was gently sprinkled over the roof.

After the 
glue had 

fully dried, 
I turned the 
building upside 
down and 
collected the 
leftover scatter 
material for future 
use. I was pleased 
with the random 
appearance of the 
living roof panels.

To alleviate the plain appearance of the side 
wall, I opted for an industrial extraction/
ventilation system, courtesy of another handy 
pack of plastic parts from the Auhagen range.

I glued the ventilation unit to the wall after 
painting it. The air-conditioning extractor fan 
is a resin-moulded item from the Bachmann 
Scenecraft range. 

The DPD sign was printed off on my home 
printer and glued to a piece of mounting card. 
When dry, it was cut out using a sharp craft 
knife and steel ruler over a cutting mat.
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The plastic drainpipes down the side of the building were courtesy of  my spares box, and various signs were also added, being left over from 
other kits. The white security camera was from the Bachmann Scenecraft range, as were the waste bins and other detailing parts. The bicycle 
that can be seen in the picture below is by Artitec, with the motorbike alongside it by Noch.

18
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uilt to British and Middle East 
Composite Loading Gauge.”

The reference on 
the drawing for 

the ‘S100’ 0‑6‑0T tells you 
much about the genesis 
of these US Army 
shunters and what 
they were to be 
used for. That 
was in 1941, the 
year before 
construction 
started. Produced 
by America’s H.K. 
Porter, Davenport, 
and Vulcan Iron 
Works, they were 
initially shipped to the 
UK and then went onwards 
with the Allies to the Continent 
from 1944.

What you see here isn’t exactly an ‘S100’ 
but – as anyone who remembers the ‘USAs’ 
at Southampton Docks and elsewhere will 
know – it’s very close.

It’s now 59 years since the Southern Region 
dropped the fires from the last of its ‘Yank 
Tanks’ – but in the Balkans, one Class 62 
occasionally still shunts a yard for real.

Britain’s Southern Railway wasn’t the 
only organisation that took on ‘S100s’ after 
the Second World War. France, Greece, 
Austria, Italy, Egypt, China… the list of 
countries they went to was extensive. 
One of them was Yugoslavia.

That, though, was only the beginning of 
the story, for having acquired 106 US-built 
examples in 1952, the Adriatic country 
started domestic production. When Croatia’s 
Đuro Đaković finished the last one in 1961, 
a further 90 had been added to the list. Both 

versions were categorised as Class 62.
You can still find these outside-cylinder 

0‑6‑0Ts scattered across what are 
now the independent countries 

of the former Yugoslavia 
– sadly, largely dumped. 

But there is an exception.
Bosnia is perhaps 

the last country in the 
world that can truly 
say it uses steam 
locomotives without 
any tourist overtones 
at all. A pair of mines 
in the Tuzla canton still 

shunt with German 
‘Kriegsloks’ while, not 

far away, the Banovići 
operation frequently employs 

““
““

… nearly six 
decades on from BR 
retiring its last ‘USAs’, 

a close relative is among 
the last genuinely working 

steam locomotives 
anywhere on the 

planet

It’s hard to believe that steam locomotives can still be 
found in industrial use in Europe, but a special wartime 
survivor – a close relative of the Southern’s ‘USA’ S100 

class tanks – is still at work in Bosnia in 2026.

A true 
survivor

Masterclass
Looking at railways in detail

Right: Shed cameo. Having cleaned the 0‑6‑0T’s fire, its 
driver shovels hot ash clear of the rails and into a pile. 
While little snow clings to the in-steam No. 62.125, the 

cold metal of stored No. 19.12 forms an ideal resting place 
for the ‘white stuff’ that has been falling in recent days.

Words and images: Tony Streeter

B
”
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Left: The ‘elbow’ in the steam pipe 
is perhaps the most obvious 
difference between a Yugoslavian 
Class 62 and the classic ‘USA’. As 
a working engine, No. 62.125 does 
not receive the attention of 
cleaners, but rather offers 
a perfect opportunity for 
a masterclass in weathering. Note 
details such as the scrapes on the 
side tank and the plank laid 
across the buffers to make 
emptying the smokebox easier.

Above: Outside its shed in the 
valley… ‘Yugo-USA’ No. 62.125 in 
steam and ready to shunt the 
standard-gauge yard at Oskova 
in Bosnia. When the US Army 
Transportation Corps developed 
its ‘S100’ design in 1941, it’s 
unlikely anybody realised that 
a derivative would still be at 
work in 2026.
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a 0‑8‑2 or 0‑6‑0T to do the same in its 760mm-
gauge yard at Oskova.

Oskova is a modeller’s dream – albeit one 
that would need lots of space to recreate. The 
narrow gauge yard is cut into a ledge on 
a hillside, with lines running from reception 
sidings to the coal washery. Once coal has 
been processed, it’s dropped into standard 
gauge wagons in a yard below, for onward 
transport to the power station serving the 
city of Tuzla.

That standard-gauge yard is normally 
shunted by a diesel. But the diesel is not 
always available – and so shares its engine 
shed with a reserve engine, a Class 62.

In truth, No. 62.125 rarely runs. But ‘rarely’ 
is not ‘never’, and when the 0‑6‑0T does 
steam, it can do so for days at a time. When 
that happens, the ‘Yugo-USA’ divides its time 
between a spot outside its single-road shed, 
and the yard itself. Yet even there, you may 
well find the engine lurking beside the crew 
‘bothy’ at least as much as it moves wagons. 
After all, why rush?

The entire Banovići 
system washery area 
offers modelling 
inspiration. Moving away 
from the yard bothy, the 
‘62’ is about to pass under 
a bridge carrying a coal 
conveyor. The washery is 
to the left, and out of sight 
behind that are the narrow 
gauge lines. The engine 
shed is at the end of the 
yard, in the distance.

Oskova’s No. 62.125, with stored 
Skoda 0‑6‑0T No. 19.12 also just in 
shot. Worth noting for any winter 
layout is the varying depth of snow 
– not only a result of nature but also 
due to the shovelling needed to 
clear a path for locomotives to 
access the shed. ALEX STREETER

Below: Oskova’s compact standard-gauge facility: 
a single-road engine shed, with room for the diesel 

and the ‘62’ reserve engine, plus stabling space 
outside. Other than No. 62.125, this shot includes 
stored Skoda 0‑6‑0T No. 19.12 (by the lamp) and 

another Class 62, No. 62.677. Neither engine 
currently steams.

Masterclass
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So, more than 80 years after the ‘S100s’ 
were built, and nearly six decades on from 
BR retiring its last ‘USAs’, a close relative is 
among the last genuinely working steam 
locomotives anywhere on the planet.

How close are the two designs? Very. So 
much so that Yugoslavian-built examples 
have been brought to the UK to run in 
pseudo-BR guise in preservation. The 
former No. 62.669 is now ‘No. 30075’, with 
No. 62.521 being ‘No. 30076’. Both are at 
the North Dorset Railway in Shillingstone, 
where No. 30075 recently returned to steam 
in December. Its classmate is currently 
being restored.

The main differences in the variants came 
about because of Đuro Đaković’s use of plate 
rather than bar frames. That itself may not 
be visually obvious, for  free mags check 
sastatus.com but the consequences are: the 
domes are shorter and flatter, while, rather 
than being straight, the steampipes 
incorporate an angle.

Such details might stand out if you 
compare the two side by side, but experience 
No. 62.125 shunting and its origins are 
obvious indeed. In fact, given it’s even 
painted a (filthy) Southern-esque green, 
it’s easy to pretend…

What’s more, since there were actually 
more of the original ‘S100s’ in Yugoslavia 
than the locally built versions, how good 
would one of Model Rail’s ‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts look 
shunting a colliery yard as a grubby ‘62’? 

George Dent sought to create something 
along those lines... turn over to see more!

Grease, oil, dirt… there’s so much 
weathering potential here.

Below: Note the distinctive texture in the grease and 
grime – something that’s important to replicate 

when weathering model locomotives.

There’s not much to see 
on this engine that’s truly 
black! Shades of rust and 

grime mingle on the Đuro 
Đaković-built 0‑6‑0T.

Above: The engine shed is of basic breeze block 
construction. Working industrial railways do not offer 

pristine surroundings – as demonstrated by the 
various pieces of equipment in this scene.

INDUSTRIAL STEAM SURVIVOR
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Inspired by a Yugoslavian Class 62 still at work in Bosnia, George Dent transformed a ‘USA’ 
tank into a freelance industrial locomotive that has survived well into the diesel age.

CUSTOMISE A ‘USA’ 
TANK FOR INDUSTRY

ndulging in a little freelance 
modelling now and again can feel 
hugely liberating, compared to 
being bound to replicate specific 

prototypes as faithfully as possible. 
After seeing Tony’s images of the grimy 

‘Yugo’ Class 62 in Bosnia, I felt moved to tinker 
with one of Model Rail’s exclusive ‘USA’ 
Class S100 0‑6‑0Ts – of which we only have 
a single version left in stock, in limited numbers.

While I didn’t fancy trying to convert the 
‘S100’ model into a true ‘Yugo’ Class 62, I did 
want to add some extra details and give it 
a new coat of paint. The National Coal Board’s 
livery of the donor model may have looked 
great, but I wanted something a little different.

Rummaging through my box of styrene 
offcuts (I rarely throw any leftover modelling 
materials away!), I found various scraps of 
Plastikard sheet and Evergreen strip, plus 
a sheet of thin corrugated plastic. The latter 
would be perfect for mimicking an improvised 
extension to the coal bunker, while the plain 
sheet and strip would be harnessed to form 
a set of sliding cab side and roof shutters. Some 
wide ‘U’ section styrene would also be cut and 

shaped to form some extra footsteps on the 
bunker and cab sides.

Perhaps the trickiest element of this project 
was the partial dismantling of the model to 
allow the body and chassis to be modified and 
repainted. Removing the coupling rods and 
wheels demanded a modicum of care 
(especially in not losing any of the tiny screws 
and bolts!), although the task is eased by some 
clever design by Bachmann. The lower base 
plate of the chassis, which keeps the axles in 
place, also has the delicate wiper power 
contacts installed, but instead of fiddly wires 
and soldered joints that would be easily 
damaged, the system employs a pair of simple 
sprung contacts. Accordingly, the base plate 
could be removed fully and set aside in a safe 
place. By weathering the brake shoes, which 
are incorporated into the base plate moulding, 
with a brush, the wiper contacts were not 
disturbed or contaminated with paint, making 

reassembly easier and drastically reducing any 
risks to performance.

Moreover, painting and weathering the 
wheels, chassis and body elements separately 
also allowed the motor, gears and electronics to 
be protected with masking tape, while the 
wheels could also be masked and cleaned 
much more easily.

So, it may have taken longer to prepare the 
sections of model for the painting and 
weathering, but much time was saved later 
during re-assembly and testing. It was 
important to re-lubricate moving parts, where 
necessary, before giving the model a test run.

I’m really happy with the finished results, 
with the shabby green ‘USA’ forming an 
interesting – and eye-catching – addition to my 
industrial steam fleet. Hopefully, it will look at 
home on my South Wales colliery-themed 
layout, shunting coal wagons around, in the 
presence of BR blue diesels. 

18 
hours

MODEL MR-107 Bachmann/Model Rail 
‘USA’ 0‑6‑0T r Price £124.95 
(£112.46 Model Rail subscriber price) 

OO AVAILABILITY  
Tel. 01209 705459  
Web: www.
modelrailoffers.co.uk

GAUGEI

The corrugated bunker extension 
and cab shutters give the ‘USA’ 
a unique appearance. The etched 
Simone nameplates were found in 
George’s spares box, originally 
created for a different project that 
was abandoned years ago!
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The chassis side frames and wheels were 
treated to a coat of red oxide primer and, 
when this had dried, a deep red gloss topcoat 
was applied. I had a tin of Tamiya Pure Red to 
hand, which produced a tough, glossy finish.

I trialled a tin of masking putty, which proved 
ideal for protecting the wheel rims and 
flanges, to allow the faces of the wheels to be 
primed and painted. Wooden clothes pegs 
are great for holding wheel sets securely.

The side frames and wheels were de-greased 
using an electrical contact cleaning fluid and 
cotton swabs. When dry, I masked up the 
axles and gears, plus the motor/electrics, 
cylinders, rods and front end of the chassis.

The body is unscrewed after removing the 
NEM couplers to reveal the mounting screws. 
I also removed the crankpin bolts and 
coupling rods, then unscrewed the keeper 
plate and extracted the wheels.

SHOPPING LIST
 r 2702-076 Tank Engine Fire Iron set 
• 2704-076 Loco Oil Supply cans 
Availability: Modelu  
Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

 r LifeColor acrylic paints, thinners, 
airbrushes and equipment, 
Model Craft masking putty 
Availability: The Airbrush Company 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

 r Tamiya acrylic paints and thinners, 
aerosol paints and masking tapes; 
Mr Surfacer aerosol primers, 
glues and styrene material 
Availability: Scale Model Shop 
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk

TOOLS
 r Modelling knife and spare blades
 r Tweezers
 r Drill and bits
 r Needle files
 r Abrasive strips (various grades)
 r Steel rule
 r Cutting mat
 r Paintbrushes
 r Airbrush and equipment (optional)

What you will need

INDUSTRIAL STEAM SURVIVOR

GRAB ONE WHILE YOU CAN
This may be your last chance to buy a Model Rail/Bachmann ‘USA’ tank, as we now have 
only one version in stock (NCB No. 36), with only a limited quantity left. The models 
feature an excellent level of detail, superb build quality and smooth performance, 
with a 6pin DCC socket. Once they’re gone, they’re gone! Turn to page 102 or head to 
www.modelrailoffers.co.uk to see the latest offers on the ‘USA’ and our other exclusive, 
limited-edition models.

65
After marking out its location, I drilled and cut 
out an opening in the roof that will form 
a ventilation hatch. Once the bulk of the 
waste was cut out, I used a flat needle file to 
form the aperture to its final size.

While the underframe was drying, I began 
preparing the bodyshell by wet-sanding the 
tank and cab sides to remove the NCB lettering 
and numbers. The shaded lettering looked 
lovely, so I had second thoughts for a while!
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Masterclass

A similar set of sliding shutters and rails was 
cut and fixed to the cab’s side apertures. 
Again, scraps of plastic, saved from previous 
projects, provided the materials – proving that 
it’s worth holding on to offcuts for future use.

A sheet of corrugated styrene was marked out 
and cut to form a simple extension for the 
bunker. I trimmed the material imperfectly, to 
mimic panels that have been bolted together. 
Little touches like this add oodles of character.

After installing the side extensions first, the 
rear panel was fixed in position, the parts bent 
to fit around the original coal rail. When the 
cement had cured, I added a retaining bar 
around the rear and sides from styrene strip. 

I cut some footsteps from offcuts of wide ‘U’ 
channel Evergreen styrene strip, chamfering 
the upright sections to mimic mounting 
brackets, then bonded them to the sides of 
the coal bunker, two per side. 

The cab side doors, removed earlier, were 
trimmed in height and their edges were tidied 
up with files before being fixed back into the 
cab in the open position. This will make it 
easier to add a crew later.

After cleaning up the body sections, I masked 
up the cab interior and rear bufferbeam 
before spraying a couple of light coats of Mr 
Surfacer 1200 grey primer. This was left 
overnight to harden completely.

In a nod to the Bosnian Class 62, I fancied 
a light green livery, although a dark green 
shade was applied first. Tamiya XF-81 RAF Dark 
Green was thinned slightly and airbrushed over 
the tanks, boiler and cab.

9

1210 11

13 14 15

87
Using offcuts of thin styrene sheet and strip, 
I fashioned a sliding roof vent cover and rails, 
fixed in position with Tamiya’s Extra Thin liquid 
poly cement, using the fine brush supplied. 
This cement creates a very strong bond.

I also decided to cut away the cab side doors. 
A few passes with a sharp scalpel along the 
recessed seams allowed the doors to be 
snapped away. I’ll re-fit them later, so they were 
kept safe. The cab edges were filed smooth. 

With its shabby paint and 
grimy appearance, Simone 
is very much at home in an 

industrial setting.
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Finishing touches to the weathering were 
made with the airbrush before re-assembly, 
using the same mix of Tamiya paints (see Step 
18). A darker blend was created and applied to 
the upper areas, smokebox and cab roof.

The weathering paints were left to dry fully 
before the model was carefully reassembled. 
Various fire irons, oil cans and tools, from the 
Modelu range, were fixed to the top of the 
tanks using Glue ‘n’ Glaze adhesive.

After installing footplate crew, I added some 
real coal into the bunker, arranging it into 
a suitable pile before securing it with Ballast 
Bond, applied through a needle tip applicator 
and leaving it overnight to harden.

One last mist of the Tamiya paint mix (Tamiya 
paint lasts for a long time after thinning, if kept 
in an air-tight container), disguised any visible 
traces of glue on the tools and around the coal, 
leaving the ‘USA’ ready for service.

Tamiya’s XF-71 Cockpit Green was darkened 
slightly with a few drops of XF-81 and then 
misted over the bodywork gradually, allowing 
the darker shade to remain in recessed areas 
and around raised detail.

Only a small amount of the lighter shade of 
paint was required, misted gently and 
patiently with the airbrush, to retain the 
subtle shading effects from the initial coat of 
darker green.

I mixed up some Tamiya XF-1 Flat Black, XF-69 
NATO Black and XF-10 Flat Brown, then 
targeted it on the smokebox, tank tops and 
cab roof and footplate, using a piece of card as 
a masking template to protect the green areas.

A blend of LifeColor acrylics (LC02 Matt Black, 
UA 736 Burned Black and LC37 Burned 
Umber) was brushed over the underframe 
and wheels. Swabs removed most of the 
paint, but left traces behind to represent dirt. 

The same blend was applied to the body, 
one section at a time, wiping it away with 
vertical strokes to ensure remaining streaks 
mimicked the action of gravity. Dipping a swab 
in thinners helped shift stubborn deposits.

21
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YUGOSLAVIAN CLASS 62

The array of fire 
irons, oil cans and 
tools atop the tanks 
add extra character.
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By Trevor Burley

Bridges, beaches and a bit of mischief

The place to share your projects 
with the Model Rail community.

SHOW & TELL

Water features play a big role in my layout: 
a sandy beach, a rapid, rocky river, and a dock 
on the river. The beach is a particularly special 
feature, inspired by memories of my own 
beach hut holidays – the waves, sunshine and 
family fun. 

To capture the sea’s movement, I used 
a mix of Deluxe Materials: Making Waves, 
Scenic Fibres, Aqua Magic, and AK 
Interactive’s Still Water, sculpting the resin to 
form crests and troughs. The river was 
inspired by a rafting trip in Australia, complete 
with an inflatable raft and a figure falling out 
– a playful nod to my own experience of being 
thrown into the rapids. The water’s colour was 
mixed from green, brown and yellow acrylics 
for a natural, fast-flowing effect.

rom the moment a small oval of 
track first circled my childhood 
bedroom, I was hooked. Back then, 
my layout spread right around the 

room, a miniature world that expanded as my 
imagination did. But, as with many of us, 
teenage distractions took over and the layout 
was left unfinished. I always said I’d return to 
it in retirement, but, as I neared my late fifties, 
I thought, why wait? In August 2018, I decided 
to build the railway I’d always dreamed of.

A modest shed became the project’s home. 
Though not huge, careful planning made the 
most of the space, with a central operating 
well giving access all round. The setting is 
inspired by the Great Western Railway along 
the south west coast – not a real location, but 
one that feels familiar, with tunnels, cliffs, 
rivers, docks and, inevitably, more bridges 
than originally intended!

I began with the landscape, carving 
polystyrene bases and covering them with 
plaster rock moulds, each one glued in place 
and blended using plaster webbing. The 
surfaces were coloured with Woodland 
Scenics Earth Colour liquid pigments to create 
realistic, weathered rock. I then added layers 
of foliage and vegetation to soften the 
transitions and make the scene feel natural. 
A fun detail is a group of workers installing 
steel mesh on the cliff faces – a small addition, 
but it brings a sense of life and activity.

For the grass, I used the War World Scenics 
Pro Grass Static Grass Applicator and layering 
spray, with Gaugemaster and Peco glue 
products for adhesion. The varied lengths and 
tones of static grass really helped the rural 
textures come alive.

Lighting was another rewarding challenge. 
Streetlights, building lights and industrial yard 
lamps were fitted in key areas, with wiring 
neatly run beneath the baseboard. Ironically, 
after suffering a stroke, my physiotherapist 
told me that soldering those fine wires – often 
lying on my back – was excellent therapy for 
regaining dexterity and coordination.

Lockdown gave me the unexpected time to 
make major progress. Although I aim for 
a late-1980s feel, I’m not strict about eras. 

Opening the box
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I like variety – and fun. I try to add small 
cameos from real life too; one shows me 
being stopped by police for speeding in my 
old XR3i! The cars might not match the 
railway era perfectly, but they fit the spirit of 
the layout – not too serious, always enjoyable.

Backscenes of rolling hills and skies add 
depth, while a castle and nearby ruins lend 
a sense of history. Semi-detached railway 
workers’ cottages, complete with small 
gardens, give the layout a lived-in feel. 

Buildings are ready-made models, plastic kits, 
and scratchbuilt card structures, carefully 
chosen to complement the rural setting.

Today, my ‘OO’ gauge layout runs on 
DCC with sound, using a Gaugemaster 
Prodigy Advanced system and standard 
Peco Set-track. It’s almost finished – just 
point motors and a bit more weathering 
to tackle. My next project? A small, 
ultra‑detailed diorama that might even 
make it to an exhibition.

Show & Tell



“

“

What 
makes this 

layout great?

No compromises are necessary 

with ‘Holgate’. As a six-track main 

line, it allows everything from light 

engine workings and local DMUs 

through to full-length East Coast 

expresses and hefty freight services. 

And it’s all set against the backdrop 

of a very recognisable and accurate 

chunk of one of Britain’s most 

important railway cities.

YORK 
RACECOURSE

Words: Richard Gunn Photography: Chris Nevard
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York is one of Britain’s great railway centres, and with ‘Holgate’, 
the Bridlington Model Railway Society has created a great 
‘N’ gauge representation of it, allowing prototypical length 

main line trains and realistic speeds. 
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he saying is that no model railway layout 
is ever truly complete. There’s always 
something that can be added, improved 
or completely rebuilt. In the case of the 

Bridlington Model Railway Society’s ‘Holgate’, though, 
what club chairman Arthur Frost refers to as “a long 
and very convoluted gestation period” has been 
decades rather than months or years, having first been 
designed and built over 20 years ago.

‘Holgate’ is based on a real place; the half-mile of 
East Coast Main Line immediately south of York 
station, with six main running lines and four holding 
sidings. It captures the trackplan before 1988, 
immediately before electrification, because, says 
Arthur, “I didn’t much fancy putting the knitting on it! 
It really has taken decades to get to where it is now. We 
started in part of a railway arch at Bridlington railway 
station; it was cold, crowded, damp, dark, dingy… and 
what also didn’t help was that I was the only ‘N’ gauge 
modeller. So every time I came back from sea duty, 
somebody had dismantled a bit of ‘Holgate’ to make 
more space. Then, because of the conditions, the 
marine plywood baseboard began to warp.” 

A decision to rebuild was made in August 2022, 
after the BMRS had moved to new premises that were 
more spacious and, crucially, much drier. The club 

T 2

3

RIGHT Although the layout is 
technically pre-1988, the 
wide variety of stock owned 
by members of the BMRS 
means that anything goes 
really – even a very modern 
Class 68 and rake of Mk 5a 
coaches in TransPennine 
Express colours. 

BELOW Two of the main 
landmarks of the layout are 
Holgate Bridge and St Paul’s 
Church; the former has been 
rebuilt four times, while the 
latter, a Metcalfe kit, is about 
to be reconstructed in more 
accurate form. 
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT HOLGATE

Mysterious crop circles in the fields by the line  
are prompting a great amount of local interest.

The windmill is a well-known feature of the real 
Holgate, and naturally features on the scale version.

The three witches; is a Shakespearian tragedy about 
to unfold? Don’t mention Macbeth!

1
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things we like3
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT HOLGATE

had also attracted more ‘N’ gauge modellers, 
generating more interest in the scale. “Within a month, 
the baseboards were built, and the track was down 
again,” recalls Arthur. 

‘Holgate’ extends over nine baseboards, each of 
them 4ft by 2ft 8in, which means they fit into one small 
van and one Ford Kuga for exhibition transport. 
Infamously, at one of the post-revamp layout’s first 
show trips, the securing bolts were forgotten. “That’s 
not a mistake that will be repeated,” laughs Arthur 
“Member Graeme Potter did a quick run to the nearest 
Screwfix and bought nine boxes of bolts. We have two 
sets now, just in case. And a big sign at the top of the 
stairs, saying ‘DON’T FORGET THE BOLTS’ as well.”

With the track in place, the scenery took shape, with 
a lot of hard work led by Graeme, formed of 
polystyrene sheet and Woodland Scenics foam putty 
laid over with grass mat and flock. Much of the layout 
has been rebuilt several times as new ideas take shape. 
Although ‘Holgate’ does make some inevitable 
compromises with the genuine location, it features 

73
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT HOLGATE

several very recognisable landmarks recognisable to 
anybody familiar with the actual spot. 

The centrepiece is Holgate Bridge, taking Holgate 
Road across the ECML. A bit further along the line is 
‘Dickie Footbridge’, a perennial favourite among rail 
enthusiasts, plus there’s also Holgate Windmill and the 
southern end of York station. The girder-constructed 
Holgate Bridge is now in its fourth incarnation. “It 
keeps getting more realistic every time,” says Arthur. 
“I made a complete hash of the first version. The 
second was a botched-together laser-cut kit while 
I finalised the design for a better one. The third was 
nearly right except for the girders on the roof, and the 
fourth version is spot-on. Each side has six pieces, 
3D-printed. The main girders are very thin brass 
strips; with that in place, I built up the roof structure, 
the spider’s web, which was loads and loads of 
Plaststruct. Numerous people have recognised it 
before they even see the layout’s name.”

The bridge is Arthur’s favourite part. “It took so 
much work over the years that to get it right in the end 
is the most satisfying thing imaginable. And to get 
a picture of two or three trains passing under the 
bridge is just so great.” An inconsequential-looking 
track hut nearby hides a secret that allows others to get 
a similar perspective, with a video camera hidden 
inside, giving a lineside view. At shows, QR codes 
displayed on the front of the layout allow visitors to 
log in and watch. “You get a spotter’s view of the trains 
as they go past; that was the idea of our electronics 
wizard, Gary Foulds,” explains Arthur.

Another BMRS member, Peter, was responsible for 
the windmill. “It is about 1km away from the line, but 6

ABOVE Many people 
recognise that the layout is 
portraying Holgate in York 
even before they read the 
details, thanks to the 
distinctive road bridge. 
As elsewhere, the bridge 
features lighting; elsewhere, 
the street lamps are from 
Gaugemaster and Modelu.

An East Coast racehorse for an East Coast 
racecourse; celebrity ‘Deltic’ D9002 The King’s 

Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in its 1980s 
two-tone green livery departs from York for 

the south with a train of Mk 2 air-conditioned 
stock. The memorial garden to the left forms 

an especially colourful part of ‘Holgate’.



7
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT HOLGATE

we were asked at one exhibition if we were going to 
put it in,” Arthur says. “So we wrote to the Holgate 
Windmill Preservation Society and it sent us the actual 
architectural plans. Peter then got hold of two kits and 
just kit-bashed them from there, using card for the 
body and modifying the sails from four to five.”

EXTREMES OF YORK
The extremities of York station are represented by 
Peco overall roof ends, glued slightly raised from the 
backscene. “I then made up a rough representation of 
the interior, and a few little bits next to it such as the 
Royal Station Hotel and engineering school. There’s 
also a section of city wall in front.”

Aside from the scratch-built structures (generally 
designed using TurboCAD software, which Arthur is 
currently learning), most of the other buildings are 
Metcalfe card kits. That includes the church, which 
Arthur is currently rebuilding in scratchbuilt form to 
make it more accurate to the real St Paul’s Church in 
Holgate. The hope is that a new one will be in place for 

The International N Gauge Show (TINGS) in 
September. Many of the buildings are lit, as is Holgate 
Bridge. “I haven’t done the lighting in the station yet, 
so that’s something to work on,” says Arthur. “The 
lights go on and off in some buildings randomly.”

Gary, the BMRS’ aforementioned tech guru, was 
responsible for the DCC-Ex open source digital control 
system via a wireless receiver and six tablets “This 
means that the layout doesn’t have to be operated from 
the back, although we usually have two people there 
for the 20-road fiddleyard (which can accommodate 
trains up to six feet long), and another at ‘front of 
house’ to talk to viewers,” explains Arthur. It also 
means that, at exhibitions, children (and others) can 
operate aspects such as speeding up or slowing down 
certain trains and making sounds. Thomas, Annie and 
Clarabel are very popular, of course. We’ve also got 
‘hands off’ operation too; the system will select at 
random one of five trains in the fiddleyard, take it once 
around the layout, back into the yard and then pick 
another one. This can give operators a brief break.”

77

BELOW A full size ‘Azuma’ is 
no problem on the lengthy 
‘Holgate’. The backdrop is iD 
Backscenes, from its ‘Into the 
Town’ series. “When I looked 
at them, I thought it looked 
exactly like the approach to 
Holgate; I’ll have those! I used 
the ‘OO’ version, not the 
‘N’ gauge one, to avoid so 
much sky,” says Arthur.
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That Thomas and co. can make a crowd-pleasing 
appearance highlights that ‘Holgate’ focuses more on 
entertainment rather than a slavish adherence to its 
pre-1988 period. Says Arthur: “Each of us has our own 
particular collection of stuff. A ‘Midland Pullman’ 
makes an appearance occasionally, ‘Azumas’ get in, in 
addition to Thomas and his buddies. Although it’s 
semi-realistic, we do run it for fun.” One of the main 
things that Arthur, as prime instigator, did want to 
achieve was to “run full-length passenger and freight 
trains in a semi-realistic environment. The section at 
Holgate allowed me to model that.” This includes 
double-headed Class 37s with about 30 wagons in tow.

The evolution of ‘Holgate’ is likely to continue for 
some time yet… if it ever ends. There’s that new 
church for starters. But even so, this award-winning 
and show-stopping layout still stands as a testament to 
the talents of the Bridlington Model Railway Society, 
and its ability to so wonderfully capture in 2mm scale 
the city just down the road from it. 

8

ABOVE The full extent of 
‘Holgate’, viewed from the 
station end. Note the section 
of York city wall just in front 
of the station platforms.

5
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT HOLGATE

4
ft

24ft

The Bridlington Model Railway Society was 
established in 1982 and now has 24 members, 
modelling ‘N’ gauge (two layouts) through 
‘TT:120’ (one layout) to ‘OO’ (four layouts). 
Pictured above are, left to right, members Pete 
Masters, Graeme Potter, Arthur Frost, David 
Hodson and Paul Hodson. Arthur’s own model 
railway adventure began when he was a boy; 
he got his first ‘TT’ gauge train set aged eight. 
A career at sea meant he couldn’t indulge his 
hobby as much as he wanted to, although while 
away on ships, he’d creatively use his time by 
designing models to scratchbuild later when he 
got back to land. He’s also now chairman of the 
‘N’ Gauge Society. For more info on the BMRS, 
email: info@bridrailmodellers.co.uk

Era: Prior to 1988

Gauge and scale: 2mm: 1ft ‘N’ gauge

Size: 24ft x 4ft

Track: Peco Code 55 in scenic areas, 
Code 80 in fiddleyard 

Power and control: DCC-Ex Command Station 
open source, using tablets and phones

Time to build: Evolved over 20 years, 
rebuilt from August 2022

FACTFILE: ‘HOLGATE’

ABOUT THE MODELLERS: 
BRIDLINGTON MRS
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adRocket

HORNBY

R3527  N15 SR Black  ‘Camelot’
 ..........................£139.45

R3635  BR Lord Nelson ‘Lord 
Rodney’ ..............£152.95

R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire 
  ..........................£171.00
R3859 BR J36 ...............£175.49
R3974 LNER Class A2/3 Airborne 
  ..........................£251.99
R3977 BR Class A2/2 Earl 
 Marischal ............£251.99
R30140 BR M7 class ........£193.49
R30200 Railroad 0-4-0ST BR 
  ............................£43.19
R30221  The Railway Children 

Return 4F ............£125.99
R30228 LMS Coronation Queen 
 Mary ...................£217.79
R30287   United Glass Bottle 0-4-

0ST PUG ...............£76.50
R30317 Railroad M&GNJR 0-4-0T 
  ............................£49.50
R30365 GNR J13 1257 ....£157.49
R30366 LNER J52 Black 
  ..........................£157.50
R30396 BR Class 9F ........£251.99
R30405 GWR Saint Lord Palmer
  ..........................£211.50 
R30406 LNER Streamlined B17       
  ......................... £247.50
R30409 MSC Peckett ‘Jaffa’             
  ......................... £125.99
 

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3373  Class 71 BR Green  
w/panel ..............£134.95

R3376 Class 71 BR Green 
  ..........................£134.95 
R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars .£71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn 
  ............................£71.99

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.07.2026. 

You must state these prices when ordering
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:
• UK Standard (48hr) £5.00 • UK Standard (24hr) £ 6.00

• UK Special Delivery Next Day £13.00
• UK Special Delivery By 1pm £15.00

• UK Courier Next Day £17.00
• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC

**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 
Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 
01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk
www.herefordmodels.com
SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.00 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania 
  ............................£98.99
R3896 R&H 88DS BR 84 
  ..........................£102.59
R3899 BR Class 08 yellow 
  ..........................£166.95
R3901  Cl 60 Colas .........£161.99
R30010 Sentinel Hitachi .....£98.09
R30013 R&H 48DS Gower Princess  
  ............................£98.10
R30015 Ruston WMJEA ....£112.50
R30030 BR Class 87 Large Logo 
  ..........................£196.20
R30083 Sentinel 0-6-0 P o B 
  ............................£98.09 
R30084 Sentinel 0-6-0 M.S.C. 
  ............................£98.09
R30115  Cl08 Blue 604 Phantom      

 ..........................£167.40
R30141 GBRF Class 08 .....£179.99
R30150 GBRf Class 66 Grey 
  ............................£87.30
R30151 GBRf Class 66 HS2 Green 
  ............................£87.30
R30167 Class 66 Fastline Freight 
  ............................£87.30
R30180 BR Cl.37 Intercity ..£87.30
R30203 Class 121 Coca-Cola 
  ............................£87.30
R30223 DRS Class 66 ........£87.30
R30301TXS BR Cl. 08 SOUND 
  ..........................£237.60
R30424 GNER Class 91 ....£220.49
R30431 BR Cl.73 73132 ....£80.99

R30436 RailRoad Loram Class 37 
  ............................£85.50
R30449 RailRoad LNER Class 800 
   .........................£134.99 
R30450 RailRoad GWR Class 800 
  ..........................£134.99 

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ..............£2.80
R207 Track Fixing Pins .....£4.45
R600 Straight ...................£2.75
R601 Double Straight .......£3.20
R604 Curve 2nd radius .....£2.85
R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. 
  ..............................£3.60
R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .......£3.20
R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. 
  ..............................£4.05
R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ........£3.20

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad. 
  ..............................£4.05
R610 Short Straight ..........£1.90
R614 LH Diamond Crossing 
  ............................£16.85
R615 RH Diamond Crossing 
  ............................£16.85
R617 Uncoupling Ramp ....£4.45
R618 Double Isolating Rail 
  ............................£11.90
R620 Railer Uncoupler ......£8.05
R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. .£3.20
R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. .£2.75
R8072 LH Point ................£14.45
R8073 RH Point ...............£14.45
R8074 LH Curved Point ....£22.10
R8075 RH Curved Point ....£22.10
R8076 Y Point ..................£16.99
R8077 LH Express Point ...£22.10
R8078 RH Express Point ...£22.10
R8261 4th Radius Curve .....£3.20

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge.............£18.70
R169 Junction Home Signal 
  ............................£19.55
R170 Junction Distant Signal 
  ............................£19.55
R171 Single Home Signal £14.85
R172  Single Distant Signal

 ............................£14.85
R189 Single Brick Bridge £14.85
R406 Colour Light Signal £11.45
R574 Trackside Accessories 
  ............................£17.99
R626 Point Underlay .........£8.55
R636 Double Level Crossing 
  ............................£33.99
R645 Single Level Crossing 
  ............................£22.10
R658 Inclined Pier Set ....£11.45

R659 High Level Pier Set ..£9.35

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform .....£4.65
R462  Large Curve Platform

 ..............................£4.65
R463  Small Curve Platform

 ..............................£4.65
R464 Platform Ramp ........£3.40
R8003 Water Tower ..........£16.99
R8007 Booking Hall ..........£26.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ..........£13.05
R046 Two Way Switch ....£13.05
R047 On/Off Switch ........£13.05
R602 Power Connecting Clip 
  ..............................£3.20
R8014 Point Motor ...........£12.15
R8015 Point Motor Housing £8.10

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest 
  ............................£94.99
31-127 CL3000 BR ROD .£118.45
31-128 BR ROD Weathered 
  ..........................£102.45
31-136 DC D11/2 BR ......£115.90
31-464A C Class SR Black .£174.20
31-481 Class G2A  BR Early 
  ......................... £114.70
31-933A BR Compound Late 
  ..........................£169.95
32-131A GWR 4575 ..........£140.20
32-883 BRITISH RAILWAYS 
 Fairburn ..............£157.20
35-075A LBSC E4 Lined Umber       
  ....................... £140.20

35-080 LBSC E4 SR Black 
  ....................... £140.20

35-201 BR black V2 ........£195.45

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E83031 Class 144 BR WYPTE 
 Metro..................£212.45
E83022 Class 144 BR Provincial 
  ..........................£212.45
E84005  Class 58 Railfreight 

redstripe .............£157.20
31-265A Class 419 MLV BR green 
  ..........................£135.95
31-267A Class 419 MLV Blue/Grey 
  ..........................£135.95
31-392 Class 414 Network South 
 East ....................£220.95
31-579 Windhoff MPV NR Orange 
  ..........................£271.95
32-613SF Class 90 Intercity Sound 
  ..........................£280.45
32-620SF Class 90 Freightliner 
 Sound .................£280.45 

32-652A BR Cl44 Blue Ingleborough 
  ..........................£161.45
32-679A BR Cl45 Green 
  ..........................£161.45
35-418 BR Class 47 Construction 
   ..........................£203.95
35-419  BR Class 47 Rft 

Distribution .........£203.95
35-351  Class 20 BR green

 ......................... £152.95
35-352 BR Cl. 20 Green . £191.20
35-352A BR Cl. 20 Green . £191.20
35-357 BR Class 20 Rft ...£152.95

DAPOL/HELJAN/RAPIDO

4S-018-009 B4 Wartime Black 87 
 .............................£93.50

4S-041-011 Large Prairie GWR 
5132  ................. £129.50

2570 Class 25/3 BR Blue 7513
  .......................... £177.65
2549  Class25/3 BR Blue 25323   

 .......................... £177.65
2548 Class 25/3 Green FYE  

7561  ................. £177.65
2547  Class 25/3 BR Blue 25301     

 .......................... £177.65
2546  Class 25/3 BR Blue 25904      

 .......................... £177.65
2545  Class 25/3 ETHEL2 

UNPOWERED ...... £177.65
2544  Class 25/3 BR Blue 25095    

 .......................... £177.65
2543  Class 25/3 Green SYP 

D5243 ............... £177.65
2540  Class 25/3 ETHEL1 

UNPOWERED ...... £177.65
914004 LMS Jones Goods (Early)      

 .......................... £186.50
914005 LMS Jones Goods Lined        

 .......................... £186.50
936008 Class E1 SR Black .£140.20
936009 Class E1 BR Black .£140.20
966003 SECR O1 SECR Grey 

 ...........................£169.95
966004 SR Cl.01 SR Lined Black 

 ...........................£169.95
966005 SR Cl01 SR Plain Black 

 ...........................£169.95
966011 BR  O1 Late Crest
  ...........................£169.95

LARGE RANGE OF QUALITY SECOND HAND MODEL RAIL IN STOCK

SWANSEA MODEL  
RAIL EXHIBITION

19th & 20th September

CHELTENHAM MODEL  
RAIL EXHIBITION

24th & 25th October

CARDIFF MODEL  
RAIL EXHIBITION

31st October & 1st November

adRocket

FP_MODRAIL_7160524id7624819.pdf  24.04.2026  11:45    
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Reviews
In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Our reviewers

Richard Gunn
A keen ‘N’ gauge modeller with an 
interest in steam and diesel.

George Dent
Model Rail’s modern image expert 
also has a passion for steam.

How we test
At Model Rail, we pride ourselves on the quality, 
thoroughness and unbiased nature of our reviews. 
We assess models on their looks, performance, features 
and value for money. We also run them on our own test 
tracks, which feature various gradients and numerous 
challenging track configurations.

82 Hornby‑Dublo 
English Electric Deltic

86 Dapol BR  
Class 87

90 Cavalex Models 
JXA/PXA

92 Rapido Trains UK LNER 
dynamometer car

94 C-Rail Intermodal 
FSA/FTA

95 Hornby YMO & YMP 
‘Salmon’

96 Hornby ‘TT:120’ 
Class 66s

97 Hornby ‘TT:120’ 
‘Red Brick 

Collection’ buildings
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Reviews

he revival of the 
Hornby-Dublo brand 
as a home for new 
models with more of 

a ‘collectable’ premium has seen 
an impressive array of ‘OO’ gauge 
steam locomotives added to the 
roster. Employing modern 
mechanisms and electronics and 
highly detailed die‑cast metal 
bodyshells, they hark back to 
the days of hefty toy trains, 
while satisfying modern-day 
consumer expectations.

The first diesel to enter the 
modern Dublo series is the English 
Electric prototype Deltic, which 
was first announced in 2023 and 
has been eagerly awaited ever 
since. Indeed, at the annual press 

Hornby-Dublo 
English Electric Deltic
r GAUGE ‘OO’ r MODEL Hornby-Dublo R30297 BR/English Electric DP1 Deltic (c.1955) r PRICE £349.99 (DCC-ready), £404.99 (DCC sound) 
r AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com

events in Margate each December, 
this has been the model we’ve all 
been asking about, and it’s 
heartening to see just how 
invested Hornby’s team have been 
in delivering the best possible 
model of this iconic locomotive. 

RETRO STYLING
Presented in a hugely attractive, 
retro-style card box, decorated 
with a facsimile of Hornby-Dublo’s 
1960 catalogue artwork, the 
model is bolted to a tough plastic 
transit cradle and encased in hard 
foam. In fact, the cradle doubles as 
a display plinth, once the end 
sections have been removed, and 
even incorporates a plaque 
denoting the locomotive’s 

provenance, in that Hornby’s 
model depicts Deltic in as-built 
1955 condition. The model is 
available with or without DCC 
sound on board (we received 
a DCC-ready version for review)

Even before the locomotive is 
removed from its cradle, it’s clear 
that this is a hefty beast. Tipping 
the scales at 935g, the die‑cast 
metal bodyshell gives it a real 
presence, and Hornby’s engineers 
specified a powerful motor to 
ensure optimum performance, but 
more on that later.

The proportions and profile of 
the real locomotive have been 
replicated extremely well – it really 
does look just like the real thing. 
The use of metal for the body is 
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Profile and character of 
prototype have been 
captured faithfully.

Beautiful, retro-style 
Hornby‑Dublo packaging.

Removable roof panel 
provides access to DCC 
socket and lighting controls 
for DC users.

 The proportions and profile of the 
real locomotive have been replicated 

extremely well – it really does look 
just like the real thing 

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

Hornby-Dublo 
English Electric Deltic

only a cursory nod to the brand’s 
1960s heritage, as this is a richly 
detailed model, with lots of finely 
moulded plastic and etched metal 
detail fittings installed. 

The grilles and louvres along 
the roof and bodysides are 
superb, and the fine wire handrails 
and etched windscreen wipers are 
neatly installed, as is the 
crystal-clear flush glazing, which 
allows the cab interiors to be seen. 
A driver and second man come 
pre-installed (and painted in 
correct uniform colours) – even 
the seats are correctly coloured, 
mimicking the red leatherette 
of the real thing. 

The cab interiors are illuminated 
too, as are the gauges and dials of 
the driver’s console, which is a first 
for Hornby, I believe. The engine 
room is also illuminated, with 
a convincing impression of the 
twin Napier power units visible 
through the side windows.

The twin air horns atop each 
cab are moulded plastic and 
look the part, and a set of 
cosmetic oil lamps is pre-fitted at 
one end, displaying an ‘express 
passenger’ code. The lamps 
feature painted white lenses at 
the No. 1 end (which has the 
footplate crew installed), while 
those at the opposite end have 
the lenses painted red. Personally, 
I’d rather the lamps were left for 

modellers to install if desired, not 
least as two red lamps at the rear is 
not correct practice – it would be 
a single lamp with a red lens. 
Furthermore, if the locomotive is 
hauling a train, it shouldn’t have 
a tail lamp of any sort.

That said, these lamps are 
a snug push fit into mounting 
holes, and spare (empty) lamp 
brackets are provided in the detail 
bag, so users can swap them over 
if desired. However, when doing 
this on our sample, white 
markings were left behind on the 
blue paintwork, which were not 
easy to remove. 

The shape of the oval buffers is 
correct, and they’re sprung too. 
The profile of the raised 
aluminium beading along the 
sides is depicted well, as are the 
polished alloy handholds beside 
the boiler access steps. 

UNDERFLOOR DELIGHTS
The underframe is equally 
impressive, with the substantial 
twin tanks adorned by pipework 
and filler detail, plus painted 
gauges (the tanks are nearly full!). 
Magnetic covers are provided to 
in-fill the tank underside of the 
tanks, which are open to 
accommodate the mounting bolts 
for the transit cradle/display plinth. 
This also reveals a socket and 
mounting point for an optional 

electric power bank (R7377) for 
improved DCC sound operation.

The plastic bogie frames are 
a real highlight, with sharply 
moulded detail and countless 
individual parts, including brake 
cylinders, handbrake chains, 
footsteps, air pipes and axlebox 
covers. The leaf and coil spring 
detail is crisp, and wire sanding 
pipes run over the front frames. 

The metal disc wheels are 
painted to match the grey bogies, 
with white tyres added. The 
wheels are scaled correctly, but 
that does mean there’s a slightly 
exaggerated gap between bogies 
and body (and a fractionally 
over-scale overall height), but this 
is barely noticeable.
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As British Railways began to consider alternatives to steam 
traction, The English Electric Company Ltd (EE) 
commissioned a diesel electric Co‑Co locomotive as 
a testbed for a pair of Napier Deltic engines. Napier, 
a subsidiary of EE, had enjoyed success in supplying Deltic 
power units to the Royal Navy for use in minesweepers, and 
its engineers were keen to see how similar diesel engines 
would perform in a railway application.

Constructed at EE’s Dick, Kerr works in Preston, the diesel 
prototype locomotive, officially classified as DP1 and later 
named Deltic, was rolled out in 1955. Painted in a dramatic 
blue livery, complete with cream trim and speed ‘whiskers’, 
Deltic made for a stunning sight amidst the smoke and dust of 
the prevailing steam traction.

Equipped with a pair of 18-cylinder Deltic engines, the 
locomotive boasted a power output of 3,000hp and, after 
British Railways acceptance work, Deltic began running on 
the London Midland Region (LMR), initially hauling 
a series of test trains. The following year, Deltic was 
passed fit for hauling passengers and put to work 
between London Euston and Liverpool Lime Street, 
being entrusted with the prestigious ‘Merseyside 
Express’ and ‘Shamrock’ services.

Eventually, the LMR engineers decided against 
pursuing this design, but a transfer to the East Coast 
route met with greater success. Eastern Region 
bosses saw Deltic as a prime replacement for BR’s 
new 2,000hp Type 4s (Class 40), which were proving 
unsuitable for fast, heavy expresses. Soon, BR had 
placed an order for 22 production ‘Deltic’ 
locomotives (later Class 55), which were built by EE 
at Vulcan Foundry, Newton-le-Willows, entering 
service from 1961.

That same year, DP1 was retired after running 
nearly half a million miles and, following a period in 
store (and after stripping various parts), it was 
donated to the Science Museum. Displayed in 
London for 30 years, Deltic was moved north to the 
National Railway Museum in York in 1993, and, since 
2004, it has been a key exhibit at Locomotion Shildon.

1

FACTFILE: English Electric 
DP1 Protoype Deltic

3

2

Hornby-Dublo Deltic 
– in detail

1: With a rake of ex-LMS coaches in tow, Deltic is seen working 
a Euston-bound express from Liverpool in September 1959. 
COLOUR RAIL

2: By 1960, Deltic had moved to the Eastern Region for assessment. 
It is seen at Doncaster station in July of that year. COLOUR RAIL

3: Heading south, Deltic runs light engine through Grantham 
station. The large central headlight housing was never used; it was 
initially designed to accept a Mars-style lamp, as used on 
contemporary North American diesels. COLOUR RAIL
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Absolutely stunning.

PROS 
•• Looks and fidelity.
•• Highly detailed.
•• Top-notch finish.
•• Super-smooth 

performance.
•• All-round premium 

quality package.

CONS
•• Not a lot.

VITAL STATISTICS: HORNBY-DUBLO DELTIC
DIMENSIONS	 PROTOTYPE	 1:76 SCALE	 MODEL
Length (over buffers)	 67ft 9in	 271mm	 272mm 
Height	 12ft10in	 51mm	 53mm 
Width	 8ft 9½in	 35mm	 37mm 
Wheel diameter	 3ft 7in	 14.25mm	 14mm 
Bogie wheelbase	 14ft 4in	 57.3mm	 57.3mm 

SERVICING
How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis
Where to oil: See instructions

OVERVIEW
Manufacturer: Hornby
Ref. No. R30297
Unit No. N/A
Scale/gauge: 1:76 scale, ‘OO’ gauge
Body: Metal with plastic parts
Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 935g
Min. curve radius: 
438mm (second radius)
Wheel back-to-back: 14.3mm

MECHANISM
Drive system: Central motor 
drives all six axles via cardan shafts, 
worms and gears 
Flywheel(s): Two
Traction tyres: No

ELECTRICS
Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Coreless
Lights: Directional head/tail lamps, 
interior lights
DCC-ready? 21pin socket, 
speaker pre-fitted

Slimline tension lock couplers 
(also rendered in matching grey) 
are fitted into NEM pockets, in turn 
mounted into sprung kinematic 
close coupler units, which perform 
well. Within the detail bag is a pair 
of red coupling striker plates that 
can be slotted into the NEM 
pockets in place of the tension 
locks if desired. Other optional 
detail parts consist of screw 
couplings, vacuum brake and 
steam heat hoses, extra oil lamps 
and empty brackets (as mentioned 
above), plus etched metal English 
Electric logos and plaques to fit 
over the printed versions if desired.

LOOKING INSIDE
It’s not necessary to remove the 
bodyshell to access the DCC 
interface, as the rooftop exhaust 
panel is secured with a pair of 
small magnets. With this lifted 
away, the 21pin DCC socket is 
immediately below. On this DC 
version, the blanking plug 
features a bank of five slide 
switches that toggle the 
directional head/tail lamp and 
internal lighting functions, plus 
the central ‘Mars’ headlamp, 
which is set to the off position as 
standard, appropriate given that 
the real Deltic never had the 
lamps installed. But it’s nice to 
have the option, and it does look 
impressive when illuminated!

The removable roof panel also 
allows a pair of small 
potentiometers to be accessed, 
which adjust the speed of the four 
radiator cooling fans, which run off 
a separate pair of motors. All 
models come with a ‘sugar cube’ 
speaker installed, but for those 
wanting a deeper tone, it’s 
possible to install an EM1-type 
speaker, albeit in place of the 
motorised roof fans, with full 
fitting instructions provided in the 
model’s handbook.

Hidden away within the 
substantial cast metal chassis 
block is a coreless motor, 
equipped with dual flywheels, 
transmitting power to all six 
axles via cardan shafts and gear 
towers. Track current is collected 
by wiper contacts bearing against 
each wheel. 

From the box, the mechanism 
ran smoothly and quietly. After 
a 30-minute running-in period, the 
motor seemed more responsive, 
and a dozen coaches were hauled 
and propelled without issue. The 
model’s impressive mass certainly 
provides plenty of adhesion.

FINISHING NOTES
Special mention must be made 
of the paint finish, which is 
immaculate. The shade of 
blue looks just right, with 
a beautifully deep lustre, and 
the black-lined cream elements 
are virtually flawless. There is 
something about a painted 
metal model, which somehow 
exudes a more authentic 
appearance than many 
plastic equivalents. 

I was impressed by the red 
solebar sections and rear 
buffer faces and shanks. Each 
of the metallic panels and 

English Electric logos is 
crisply defined, and even the 
footplate crew is painted to 
a high standard, complete 
with neckties.

This is indeed a premium 
standard model, which justifies 
the equally premium price. 
Boasting a high detail and 
mechanical specification, the 
all-round package exudes 
quality. It’s definitely up there 
with some of the very best 
RTR model locomotives I’ve had 
the pleasure of reviewing over 
the past 20-odd years. 
Bravo Hornby! (GD)
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ometimes I forget 
what a key role 
British Rail’s Class 86 
and 87 locomotives 

played during my formative 
years as a trainspotter. They 
were so commonplace at my 
favourite locations as to 
become almost invisible, with 
the louder, shabbier classic 
diesels invariably hogging 
the limelight.

However, when Hornby’s 
all-new ‘OO’ gauge Class 87 
arrived in 2019, I was a very 
happy bunny. Looking back 
40-odd years, and trawling 

Dapol BR Class 87
through prototype images from 
the 1980s, more youthful 
memories of the ‘87s’ emerged 

from deep in my hippocampus. 
The ‘87s’ always felt a little 
more special than the ‘86s’, not 

least as I recall them hauling 
the prestigious expresses, 
and seeing pairs of ‘87s’ on 
heavy steel trains was an 
exciting occurrence. 

Indeed, the ‘Electric Scots’ 
proved a key element of West 
Coast Main Line operations from 
their introduction in 1973 until 
the arrival of Virgin’s Pendolinos 
in the mid-2000s, making the 
‘87’ a prototype deserving of a 
high-quality miniature replica. 

For ‘N’ gauge, Graham 
Farish’s model from the late 
1990s was the only option 
in ready-to-run form for 

r GAUGE ‘N’ r MODEL Dapol 2D-087-001 Class 87 87031 Hal o’ the Wynd, BR blue 
r PRICE £155.00-£190.00 r AVAILABILITY Dapol stockists Web www.dapol.co.uk

S
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Posable pantograph and lots 
of fine rooftop detail.

Nicely rendered bogies and 
underframe detail.

Body is a simple clip-fit to 
chassis, allowing easy access to 
chassis and Next18 DCC socket.

 It’s immediately apparent 
 that Dapol has done a fantastic 

job of recreating the look and 
character of the ‘87’ 

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

many years. But, even after 
being updated and re-released 
by Bachmann in the mid-2000s, 
it looks extremely dated now.

Happily, the initial batch of 
Dapol’s new Class 87, first 
mooted in 2023, has now 
arrived with stockists and, 
here, we cast our eyes 
over Rail blue 87031 Hal o’ the 
Wynd. Depicted in typical late 
1970s/early 1980s condition, 
87031 features the original 
multiple working and headlamp 
detail on the cab fronts, albeit 
with the later single-arm, 
high-speed pantograph. 

Other livery options include 
original InterCity and later 
‘Swallow’ schemes, plus 
Virgin Trains red/grey, DRS 
blue and Caledonian Sleeper 
teal, each sporting appropriate 
detail differences and all 
versions are offered in 
DCC‑ready and DCC 
sound‑fitted formats.

BLUE BOX OF DELIGHTS
Packaged in Dapol’s usual 
foam-lined clear plastic case, with 
a blue card slip cover, the highly 
detailed ‘87’ needs to be removed 
with care, as there are some 
delicate areas, especially the 
buffers and rooftop equipment. 
I found it best to remove the 
whole foam unit, then gently 
press the side of the locomotive 
from below to release it.

It’s immediately apparent that 
Dapol has done a fantastic job of 
recreating the look and character 
of the ‘87’. Indeed, the custodians 
of the preserved 87035 have 
been credited by Dapol for their 
assistance during the research 
and design stage. The distinctive 
cab and roof profile looks spot 
on, and all the key dimensions are 
scaled correctly.

The bodyside grilles and 
riveted panels are nicely 
rendered, as is the cab door 
detail, with the moulded 

handrails and door furniture 
picked out neatly with paint. 
There’s a super-fine set of 
windscreen wipers installed, and 
the cab fronts are enhanced by 
fine wire handrails and separately 
installed jumper cables.

The central headlamp 
correctly features a prominent 
rubber grommet, and the 
working LED head/tail lights 
work effectively, giving off 
a pleasing amount of light with 
no ‘bleed’ through the plastic.

Atop the roof, again, the 
panel and rivet details are 
exceptionally crisp, and 
there’s a host of individually 
installed detail fittings and 
even a few panels picked out 
in contrasting shades of paint. 
The plastic pantograph is 
posable, with an etched 
metal head. The unit is not 
sprung or conductive, so it’s 
not suitable for running in 
contact with catenary, but 
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When British Rail received the green light to extend 
electrification north from Weaver Junction (Cheshire) to 
Glasgow, part of the project would involve the building of a new 
fleet of 25kV AC electric locomotives to add to the existing fleet of 
classes 81-86.

Built at Crewe Works and introduced from 1973, the new 
Class 87 Bo‑Bo electric locomotives were a direct development 
of the preceding Class 86, albeit with a host of technical 
improvements. One of the most visible developments was 
a revised bogie and Flexicoil suspension system, which had 
been trialled on the Class 86 beforehand (and subsequently 
retro-fitted to many ‘86s’ later).

Another obvious change from the ‘86’ was the adoption of 
a twin windscreen arrangement on the Class 87, offering 
footplate crew enhanced visibility. A total of 36 examples were 
constructed, and the 5,000hp locomotives proved more than 
up to the task of hauling Anglo-Scottish expresses over the 
fearsome gradients of Shap and Beattock. 

Known as ‘Electric Scots’, thanks to several Class 87s 
receiving names formerly carried by LMS steam locomotives, 
including 87001 Royal Scot, the ‘87s’ supplemented their 
passenger work with parcels and freight traffic. 

The Class 87 was a staple of West Coast Main 
Line operations for over 30 years until replaced 
by Virgin Trains’ Pendolino units in 2005.

Of note is the unique, thyristor-controlled 
87101 (the 36th and final ‘87’ constructed), 
which passed into EWS ownership from BR’s 
Railfreight Distribution sector. Most commonly 
seen on freight workings, 87101 was withdrawn 
in 1999 and subsequently scrapped.

A handful of Virgin’s redundant ‘87s’ soon 
passed to freight operators such as Direct Rail 
Services and GB Railfreight, while the majority 
were exported for use in Bulgaria.

By 2010, only 87002 could be seen on the 
British main line, working empty coaching stock 
duties for Serco’s Caledonian Sleeper operations 
around London. Now in the hands of Locomotive 
Services Ltd, 87002 is available for main line 
charter work. Two ‘87s’ are safely preserved, 87001 
Stephenson/Royal Scot is in the care of the National Railway 
Museum, while 87035 Robert Burns resides close to its 
birthplace, at Crewe Heritage Centre. 

1

Factfile: BR Class 87

3

2

Dapol BR Class 87 
– in detail

1. Crewe station plays host to 87019 Sir William Stanier in December 
1981. Note the original multiple working jumper cables and 
sockets, plus the early style of central headlight. COLOUR RAIL

2. In the final years of Virgin Trains West Coast operation, a handful 
of ‘87s’ gained special liveries, including 87019 ACORP Association 
of Community Rail Partnerships. The LNWR-style scheme was 
chosen as part of a competition by our sister title, RAIL magazine. 
Here, 87019 is passing through Carlisle in 2006, while leased to GB 
Railfreight, before being exported to Bulgaria. COLOUR RAIL

3. Restored to BR Rail blue for its final years in main line service 
with Virgin Trains West Coast, 87001 was withdrawn in 2005 and 
donated to the National Railway Museum. GEORGE DENT
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VITAL STATISTICS: DAPOL BR CLASS 87
DIMENSIONS	 PROTOTYPE	 1:148 SCALE	 MODEL
Length (over buffers)	 58ft 6in	 120.5mm	 120mm
Height (panto lowered)	 13ft 1¼in	 27mm	 28mm
Width	 8ft 8¼in	 18mm	 18mm
Wheel diameter	 3ft 9¼in	 7.7mm	 8mm
Bogie wheelbase	 10ft 9in	 22.2mm	 22.2mm

SERVICING
How to dismantle: Body unclips from chassis. 
Where to oil: Worms, gears, axles – see instructions

OVERVIEW
Manufacturer: Dapol
Ref. No. 2D-087-001 
Unit No. 87031
Scale/gauge: 1:148 scale, ‘N’ gauge
Body: Plastic with metal parts
Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 77g
Min. curve radius: 
263.5mm (second radius)
Wheel back-to-back: 7.4mm

MECHANISM
Drive system: Centrally mounted 
motor drives all four axles via 
cardan shafts, worms and gears 
Flywheel(s): Two
Traction tyres: No

ELECTRICS
Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Five-pole ‘super-creep’
Lights: Directional head/tail lamps
DCC-ready? Next18 socket

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A great new addition to 
Dapol’s range.

PROS 
•• Captures look of the ‘87’ 

extremely well.
•• Impressive level of detail.

•• Good runner.
CONS

•• Not a lot.

posing it just below the wires 
will look effective. 

Moving to the underframe, 
the bogies are well-appointed, 
with the Flexicoil suspension 
moulded integrally to the side 
frames. Accordingly, there’s 
an unprototypical gap 
between the springs and the 
lower edge of the body, to 
allow the model to negotiate 
curves; this is an inevitable 
compromise. In this scale, it’s 
barely noticeable anyway. 

Between the bogies, the 
battery and equipment boxes 
and compressor units are 
moulded with a high degree of 
finesse, with separately fitted 
conduit adding the finishing 
touch. The Oleo buffers are finely 
crafted, and a bag of optional 
details provides brake hoses, 
jumper cables and sockets, 
cosmetic screw couplings and 
a set of etched rooftop aerials. 
The standard ‘N’ gauge couplers 
are a clip-fit into NEM sockets 
fixed to the bogie frames, and 
Dapol provides an alternative set 
of knuckle-style units.

In terms of finish, the BR blue 
and yellow shades look accurate, 
and the gentle matt sheen suits 
a model of this size. Paint 
coverage is even, but there are 
a few tiny imperfections where 
the yellow and blue meet, 
although this is only really visible 
when looking very closely (or by 
viewing greatly enlarged 
photographs!). The printed TOPS 
numbers and BR logos look good, 
as do the printed nameplates.

A GREAT ‘SCOT’?
Power from the rails is collected 
from all eight wheels via 
conductive axle bearings and 
contacts between the bogies and 
chassis, thus eliminating any 
fiddly cables. The centrally 
mounted five-pole ‘super-creep’ 
motor boasts a pair of flywheels, 

and output is transferred to all 
four axles via cardan shafts and 
gears. Apertures are provided 
below the bogie frames to ease 
lubrication of the gears, but it will 
be important to prevent ingress 
of dust and debris while the 
locomotive is in service.

Under test, our sample ran 
faultlessly from the get-go, 

although a running-in period 
did result in smoother 
performance, especially at 
slower speeds. There’s plenty of 
haulage power, with a rake of 
a dozen Farish and Dapol Mk 2 
and Mk 3 coaches tackled without 
issue on level track.

This is a delightful replica of an 
attractive, important and 

long-lived locomotive. 
Reasonably priced, it certainly 
looks the part and features an 
impressive level of detail, as well 
as running extremely well. It’s 
great to finally see the Class 87 
rendered to modern standards in 
2mm scale and I expect to see 
many of these on modern image 
layouts in future. (GD)
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B
uilt in the mid-1980s 
by Powell Duffryn, the 
PXA high-capacity 
bogie steel coil-

carrying wagons featured 
a ribbed tarpaulin cover to protect 
their cargoes from the elements. 
Leased to British Rail, the 54 
wagons could be seen working in 
block trains or as part of mixed 
Speedlink services, mostly from 
South Wales to destinations in 
England and Scotland, over the 
following decades. Indeed, the 
last examples were not retired 
until 2007.

However, as the volume of 
British steel manufacture 
reduced in the 1990s, the PXA 
wagon fleet was scaled back and, 

Cavalex 
Models 
JXA/PXA
r GAUGE ‘OO’ r MODEL Cavalex Models JXA01 TP(A) JXA opens triple-pack, PXA01 TP(A) PXA covered steel wagons triple-pack 
r PRICE £49.95 each, £149.95 per triple-pack r AVAILABILITY Rails of Sheffield Web www.railsofsheffield.com

in 1994, RFS(E) Ltd was 
commissioned to rebuild 38 of 
them into open box wagons for 
the transit of scrap metal from 
various terminals to steelworks at 
Sheerness and Cardiff. 

The first examples entered 
traffic the following year, carrying 
the new TOPS code of JXA, and 
the fleet continued in use until 
the early 2000s. A few wagons 
are still in use as part of 
Scunthorpe Steel Works’ 
internal-user fleet.

These attractive new wagons 
from Cavalex Models have been 
produced exclusively for Rails of 
Sheffield, and are available in 
single or triple-wagon packs. As 
for the real thing, the PXA and 

JXA share a common cast 
zinc-alloy chassis, which captures 
the distinctive twin-spine design 
admirably. The metal casting is 
adorned with many individual 
plastic detail components, 
building up the various support 
brackets, air brake reservoir 
tanks, valves and pipework, along 
with brake linkages that thread 
through the chassis frames.

The bogie frames are moulded 
in a tough plastic, with crisp 
suspension and axlebox detail, 
while separately installed brake 
shoes and linkages add extra 
finesse (alternative brake gear 
is supplied for ‘EM/P4’ 
conversion). Metal disc wheels 
are installed, which rotate freely, 

and NEM coupler pockets are 
fixed into sprung, kinematic 
close-coupler units mounted to 
the wagon’s floor.

 I ought to point out that the 
plastic handbrake wheels – which 
look great – are exactly in line 
with the finger holes in the 
clamshell packaging, putting 
them at risk of breakage as the 
models are removed from the 
packaging, so beware!

The buffers are sprung, but 
some of the heads on our 
samples were prone to rotating 
out of kilter. 

On the original PXA designs, 
the moulded plastic tarpaulin 
cover looks fantastic, with 
a convincing representation of 
the internal strengthening ribs. 
Fine wire grab handles are 
installed at each end, and the 
cover securing latches are well 
rendered. The end platforms 
feature textured treadplate 
panelling, and the footsteps and 
handrails are rendered from 
flexible white plastic.

The box-style open body of the 
JXA is deceivingly complex, with 
each of the vertical strengthening 
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Tarpaulin cover and latching 
detail on the PXA is excellent.

Distinctive twin-spine chassis 
features lots of detail.

Effective bogie design allows 
for easy conversion to ‘EM’/’P4’.

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

ribs separately installed and 
correctly sporting a subtle 
I-beam profile. The lower 
brackets of these ribs are also 
individual parts, and the side 
frames and protective barriers 
over the airbrake gear are very 
well observed, as is the heavy-
duty chamfered edge profile 
along the top of the bodywork. 
Lamp brackets are neatly 
installed at each end.

The finish on all six of our 
sample wagons is first class, with 
accurate colour shades and 
crisply printed legends, number 

SUMMARY

PROS 
•• Accurate replicas.

•• Impressive level of detail.
•• Top-notch finish.

•• Interesting prototypes.
•• Smooth runners. 

CONS
•• A few loose parts.

FINAL VERDICT

Another pair of high-
fidelity wagon models 

from Cavalex.

panels and logos. Even the tiny 
lettering of the Tiphook owner 
and RFS rebuilding information 
panels is legible under 
a magnifier. The interior of the 
JXAs is a little too pristine – both 
wagon types offer a hugely 
tempting prospect for some 
weathering work!

It’s exciting to see more freight 
wagons appearing for the later 
BR and early privatisation eras, 
with both types offering plenty of 
potential for layouts portraying 
various UK locations. While the 
JXAs were most commonly seen 

in rakes of similar wagons, the 
covered PXA offers a more 
versatile option, as a handful 
could be seen marshalled with 
a host of other steel-carrying 
wagon types, especially during 
the BR era.

At 96g (PXA) and 100g 
(JXA) apiece, they’re nicely 
weighted, and our samples ran 
smoothly and without any issues. 
Apart from a couple of parts 
that had come loose in transit, 
build quality is excellent, 
marking another impressive 
release from Cavalex. (GD)

 On the original PXA designs, the 
moulded plastic tarpaulin cover looks 

fantastic, with a convincing representation 
of the internal strengthening ribs  
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hen Rapido’s 
‘OO’ gauge LNER 
dynamometer car hit 
the shelves in late 

2022, those of us who model in 
‘N’ gauge wondered if the model 
might also be translated into the 
smaller size. Happily, the firm 
soon announced that it planned 
a 2mm version as its first ever 
foray into coaches in the scale. 
Stock has now reached retailers. 

For the uninitiated, a 
dynamometer car measures 

Rapido LNER  
dynamometer car
r GAUGE ‘N’ r MODEL LNER Dynamometer car No. 23591 LNER teak (1923-1936) r PRICE £99.95 r AVAILABILITY Rapido stockists Web www.rapidotrains.co.uk

locomotive performance 
statistics. Rapido’s re-creation is 
of the North Eastern Railway’s 
1906 coach, which leapt to fame 
in July 1938 when it was used to 
measure ‘A4’ No. 4468 Mallard’s 
record-breaking 126mph run. 
Withdrawn in 1954, it was 
subsequently preserved as part 
of the National Collection and is 
now on display at York’s National 
Railway Museum. 

Six versions have been 
produced; double the amount 
‘OO’ gauge enthusiasts were 
treated to. On general release are 

three teak-finished examples, one 
representing the coach in Mallard 
run condition as No. 23591 and 
two in British Railways 1946 and 
1949 forms as Nos. 902502 and 
E902502. Rapido’s love of ‘What 
might have been’ fictional liveries 
has also prompted one in Railway 
Technical Centre blue/red colours 
as DB99502. In addition, there is 
a pair of Rails of Sheffield 
exclusives, portraying the coach 
in its current preserved NRM form 
(with different lettering, 
roof colour, and recording wheel 
to its LNER state), as well as 
another imagining how it might 
have looked had it remained in 

service past 1954 and been 
repainted in BR lined maroon. 
MR’s review sample is the 1938 
London & North Eastern Railway 
incarnation, although, spoilers, 
I was so taken by the model that 
I ended up buying Rails’ maroon 
special edition myself. 

It is a fantastic little model. It 
doesn’t seem so long ago that 
‘N’ gauge modellers had to make 
do with coaches with just printed 
sides to represent doors, handles 
and other fixtures. Yet this coach 
displays a stunning level of detail 
close to ‘OO’ standards. The 
plastic body, with its distinctive 
clerestory roof (framed by 
torpedo-style roof vents) and 
central lookout ‘bulge’, is very 
sharply moulded, with doors and 
window frames clearly defined 
and separately fitted parts 
including handrails, end steps, 
window covers and roof pipes. 
The flexible corridor connection 
at one end is particularly well 
done, with folds and creases 
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The corridor connection at one 
end looks truly flexible.

Detailed and coloured 
interior with easy access 
for adding figures.

High level of underframe 
detail, including the 
recording wheel. 

 A superb and unusual precision model that genuinely 
pushes the boundaries of what is possible in ‘N’ gauge 

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

visible. Rivet counters will have 
a field day totting up how many 
are discernible on the frame, 
which also features fitments 
correctly in place underneath, 
including the all-important 
measuring wheel. 

COARSE BUT CONVINCING
Teak finishing has always been 
tricky to realistically capture in 
miniature, and up really close, the 
printed wood effect is a little 
coarse and grainy. However, from 
a normal viewing distance, Rapido 
has made a good stab at it, and the 
effect is convincing. Lining, 
lettering and numbering are 
crisply applied and easily readable. 
This is also true of the maroon 
version, which, being painted, 
looks first-rate from near and far. 

The interior is detailed and 
painted, although it is difficult to 
make out too much through the 
glazed windows, even with the 
lighting on (which has a realistic 

SUMMARY

PROS 
•• Pre-installed realistic 

lighting. 
•• Smooth running.

•• Excellent attention 
to detail. 

•• Sprung NEM pockets.

CONS
•• A high (but justified) 

price tag.
•• Teak finish less 

convincing up (very) close.

FINAL VERDICT

An unusual release that 
packs ‘OO’ levels of 

realism into ‘N’. 

warm yellowish glow rather than 
a harsh LED white). Rapido’s usual 
‘magic wand’ turns the glow on 
and off when waved over the roof. 
Fortunately, the body separates 
quite easily from the frame for 
those who want a closer nose 
around the accommodation. Metal 
wheels mean smooth running; 
combined with the sprung NEM 
couplers, second radius curves are 
handled with no issues. 

And so to the price. At £99.95 
(although most stockists are 
knocking at least a tenner off), 
it is pricey for an ‘N’ gauge coach, 
not far short of what some 
locomotives cost. This is 
commercially understandable; 
it’s a niche model with limited 
usage scope, and most modellers 
are likely to buy only one rather 
than a rake. While some may 
decry the ‘spoof’ BR maroon 
and RTC liveries, they at least 
make these specialised coaches 
more attractive to those with 
layouts set beyond the mid-
1950s, thus helping justify 
Rapido’s investment in 
something left-field in a smaller, 
less popular scale. But it’s also 
money that some may feel is 
quite high for a 2mm carriage. 

However, those willing and 
able to buy will be rewarded by 
a superb and unusual precision 
model that, along with Revolution 
Trains’ ‘Caroline’ inspection 
coach, genuinely pushes the 
boundaries of what is possible in 
‘N’ gauge. (RG) 
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ntroduced to the 
British Rail network 
in 1991, the FSA and 
FTA container flats 

were built in France and 
consisted of ‘inner’ (FTA) and 
‘outer’ (FSA) wagons, the latter 
featuring longer decks with 
access platforms, although all 
were equipped with 
conventional draw gear.

The intention was to couple 
the wagons into semi-fixed pairs, 
triple-sets or quartets, which 
could be marshalled into rakes of 
varying lengths or mixed with 
similar wagon types. Most of the 
700 FSA/FTA wagons are still in 
use today, making them an ideal 
subject for a model, and C-Rail 
has obliged with a variety of 
twin- or four-wagon sets for 

C-Rail Intermodal FSA/FTA
r GAUGE ‘N’ r MODEL C-Rail Intermodal FSA/FTA container wagons, BR Railfreight Distribution 
r PRICE £60.00 per pair or £120.00 per four-pack r AVAILABILITY C-Rail Intermodal Web www.c-rail-inter‑modal.co.uk

‘N’ gauge, in either BR or 
Freightliner livery.

For review, we have a four-
pack in original BR black, 
complete with Railfreight 
Distribution sub-sector logos, 
which add a bit of colour to the 
side frames. The skeletal nature 
of the wagons has been captured 
well, with the main chassis 
structure wisely formed from 
die‑cast metal, with a plastic 
deck, bogies and detail 
components. At 12g apiece, they 
have just enough mass to 
promote smooth running while 
allowing for a prototypically long 
rake to be hauled by an average 
‘N’ gauge locomotive.

Air brake equipment is 
separately installed within the 
chassis framework, along with 

hand brake wheels and fine wire 
cross shafts. The ferry tie-down 
shackles and access handrails 
are all neatly installed and picked 
out in yellow or white paint as 
appropriate. The bogies look the 
part too, with free-running metal 
wheels and axles, while the NEM 
couplers are mounted into 
sprung close-coupler units, 
which worked well under test.

Alternative couplers are 
provided, which are less 
visually intrusive than regular 
‘N’ gauge couplers and reduce 
the gap between cars slightly. 
Air brake hoses are also provided 
for the headstocks.

The wagons are supplied 
empty, with C-Rail also offering 
suitable containers in a diverse 
range of colours and branding. 

Like the real thing, the models 
are able to carry a combination 
of 20ft, 30ft and 40ft containers, 
with each vehicle boasting 
a scale 60ft load deck. It took 
a little fettling of the locator pin 
holes to get the containers to fit 
securely, but once loaded, the 
wagons made for quite a sight 
behind a Farish Class 90.

The printed legends along 
each side panel are neatly 
executed, the key dimensions are 
scaled correctly, they certainly 
look the part, and no issues arose 
during testing. Bridging the BR 
and privatisation eras, the FSA/
FTA remains an important 
prototype, and it’s sure to be 
welcomed by modellers of the 
post-1990 scene. (GD)

I

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A welcome arrival for 
modern image 
modellers in ‘N’.

PROS 
•• Looks the part.
•• Nicely detailed.
•• Smooth runners.
•• Useful prototype.

CONS
•• Not a lot.
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ornby’s rendition of 
the BR 50ton ‘Salmon’ 
rail wagon, released 
initially last year (see 

review in MR341), has proven 
extremely popular with 
modellers. Several versions have 
appeared thus far, catering for 
the latter days of BR steam as 
well as the early and later diesel 
eras. A model of an original LMS 
version has also been produced 
in a ‘Big Four’ era livery. 

Two of the latest additions to 
the range arrived recently, with 
DB996184 depicting a wagon 
built in the early 1950s to BR’s 
Dia. 1/640. Sporting black livery, 
the presence of YMO TOPS codes 
and overhead line warning panels 
places it in the late 1970s-1990 
period. Retaining its original 
LMS-style bogies and timber load 
deck, the hinged plates at each 
end of the loading deck are 
moulded in the lowered position, 
and there’s no vacuum or air 
brake equipment. A set of timber 
bolsters and securing pins is 
provided, which simply clip into 
position to permit different 
loading options.

A rather more eye-catching 
version is YFB DB996985 (built in 
1962 to Dia. 1/168) in Engineer’s 
yellow livery, complete with twin 
Slinger rail-lifting cranes. This 
equipment was installed on 
numerous ‘Salmons’ in the early 

r GAUGE ‘OO’ r MODEL Hornby • R60297 BR YFB Departmental ‘Salmon’ with cranes • R60298 BR YMO Departmental ‘Salmon’ 
r PRICE £49.99 each r AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com

1980s, for the hoisting of rails 
during track re-laying work. 

Hornby’s model features 
markings and safety notices to 
suit the post-privatisation era, 
reflecting the fact that these 
venerable wagons continued in 
use well into the 2010s. Equipped 
with 8ft wheelbase ‘Plateback’ 
bogies and a steel-plated load 
deck (complete with treadplate 
texture), a set of hinged end 
plates is provided, and the 
underslung air brake gear is 
present and correct. The wagon 
carries appropriate YMP TOPS 
codes, and a set of optional 
bolsters and pins is supplied.

As with earlier releases, the 
die‑cast metal body and 
intricately moulded plastic 
underframe, bogies and detailing 
parts make for an effective 
combination. Our YFB sample is 
marred by a slightly distorted 

metal deck, although it does not 
affect the wagon’s performance 
and is only noticeable from 
certain angles. This is the first 
Hornby ‘Salmon’ we’ve 
encountered with this issue, so 
it’s likely an isolated incident. 

Otherwise, the crane units 
are impressive, featuring 
plenty of detail, and they’re 
surprisingly rugged, although the 
adjacent plastic handrails are 
easily damaged, so careful 
handling is essential.

It’s great to see more versions 
of the ‘Salmon’ arriving, and the 

crane-fitted version has already 
proven a hit with customers, 
especially given that the 
prototypes lasted in service 
with Network Rail well into the 
2010s. It would be great to have 
one or two BR-era versions of 
this in future. (GD)

Hornby BR YMO/
YFB ‘Salmon’

SUMMARY

PROS 
•• Looks and fidelity.

•• Impressive level of detail.
•• Smooth runners.

•• Distinctive, long-lived 
prototype.

CONS
•• Slight distortion in the 

YMP’s metal body casting.

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent additions.
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e were mightily 
impressed by 
Hornby’s ‘TT:120’ 
Class 66s when they 

first arrived last spring (see 
review in MR336), and it’s 
exciting to see more colourful 
examples arriving in 2026.

Amongst the latest versions is 
66022 LaFarge Charnwood in 
EWS red/gold – a popular 
prototype subject for RTR 
models, having also just been 
offered in Hornby’s ‘OO’ RailRoad 
range, as well as a previous 
Bachmann Branchline release. 

The EWS ‘66/0’ features a set 
of cab-side mirrors and 
modified tie-down cleats to 
accommodate the knuckle 
coupler release levers at each 
end. Indeed, Hornby’s tooling 
faithfully portrays the Class 66/0, 
albeit with just a couple of very 
minor dimensional issues 

Hornby TT:120 
Class 66s
r GAUGE ‘TT:120’ r MODEL • TT3030M Class 66 66022 LaFarge Charnwood, EWS red/gold • TT3032M Class 66 66725 Sunderland, GBRf blue 
r PRICE £159.99 each r AVAILABILITY Selected Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent.

PROS 
•• Overall looks and 

character.
•• Impressive level of detail.

•• Excellent finish.
•• Build quality.
•• Performance.

CONS
•• Not a lot.

surrounding the side grilles and 
headlight clusters.

Our other sample portrays GB 
Railfreight’s 66725 Sunderland, in 
the vibrant First Group blue 
scheme, complete with ‘Barbie 
swooshes’ at each end. Again, the 
tooling faithfully recreates the 
various detail variations of the 
‘66/7’ sub-class, with the overall 
character of the GM ‘Sheds’ 
captured to a tee. 

As with previous releases, 
both models come with Next18 
decoder sockets, authentic 
working head and tail lights, 
space for a speaker and 
a smooth-running five-pole 
skew-wound motor. 
Interchangeable bufferbeam 
valances are provided for 
each end, which are a simple 

press-fit, thus allowing 
modellers to portray a fully 
authentic appearance or to 
allow the supplied NEM 
couplings to be employed. 

The build quality and finish 
of both samples are exemplary, 
with clean separation between 
colour elements and impressive 
printed logos and small 
information panels. Optional 
etched nameplates are included 
with each ‘66’, should modellers 
wish to fit them in place of the 
printed versions, with the 
Sunderland ’plates being 
particularly well produced.

As well as looking the 
part, these ‘66s’ performed 
extremely well. Great stuff! (GD)

W
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ew to Hornby’s ‘TT:120’ 
range of ready-to-
plant resin-cast 
buildings is a series of 

railway lineside structures in the 
‘Red Brick Collection’.

Suitable for steam or diesel 
traction, the double-track engine 
shed sports a twin-peaked 
corrugated iron roof, complete 
with louvred ventilation stacks. 
The twin lean-to corrugated iron 
extensions at the rear suggest 
a mess room and/or stores, and 
the building possesses a footprint 
of 250mm by 100mm, thus easily 
housing a ‘Pacific’ tender 
locomotive or large diesel on 
each road. An optional set of 
timber doors is provided, which 
can be attached in open or 
closed positions, although there 
are no hinges or locating slots.

The single road goods shed 
features openings at each end to 
allow trains to pass through, with 

Hornby 
‘TT:120’ 
Red 
Brick 
Collection buildings
r GAUGE ‘TT:120’ r MODEL • TT9017 Station Office (£34.99) • TT9019 Double engine shed (£58.99) • TT9020 Goods shed (£42.99) • TT9021 Signal Box (£34.99) 
r AVAILABILITY Selected Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com

SUMMARY

PROS 
•• Convincing designs 

to suit multiple regions 
and eras.

•• Nicely detailed.
•• Well finished.

•• Ready-to-plant.

CONS
•• Not a lot.

FINAL VERDICT

Attractive, versatile 
range of structures.

an interior platform provided, 
along with an optional pair of 
doors for the loading bay. At 
148mm long and 82mm wide, it 
doesn’t demand much space, but 
it’s an imposing structure to suit 
a busy freight yard.

Designed as a standalone 
building, the Station Office 
(footprint: 87mm by 78mm) will 
look great atop a platform on its 

own or when paired with the 
matching Station Waiting 
Room (TT9022) to create 
a fairly substantial station 

with a country feel. The 
platform-facing 

elevation features 
a ground floor 
bay window, 
noticeboard and 

even a set of 
wall-mounted fire 
buckets, while the 
road-facing side 
incorporates 
a small canopy 
above the 
entrance door.

Hornby’s range of ‘TT:120’ 
platform packs will provide the 
perfect base, with the Extended 
Platform section (TT9028) 
capable of accommodating 
the Station Office and Waiting 
Room extension.

Finally, the brick-built Signal 
Box features a timber upper 
section and a fixed staircase. At 
86mm long (including staircase 
and 35mm wide, it suggests 
a ‘box capable of controlling 
a junction and sidings.

Each of the buildings features 
a pleasing array of detail, with 
etched metal window frames and 
clear plastic glazing pre-installed. 
The painted finish is impressive 
across the board, especially the 
rendition of the masonry and slate 
roofs. There’s plenty of scope for 
customisation, especially the 
addition of nameboards and 
posters. Furthermore, although 
the resin walls are quite thick, 
the interiors are readily accessible, 
so it’s possible to add detail 
within the buildings.

Offering the chance to 
populate a layout quickly and 
harmoniously, this attractive 
new range of buildings would 
look effective on layouts set 
in many areas of the UK, 
across the steam and early 
diesel eras. (GD)
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BR/SR CLASS 12 0-6-0DE

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18
Features: • NEM coupler 
pockets • brass flywheel 
and high-reduction gears 
• working exterior lights 
(where appropriate) • cab 
interior lights • factory-fitted 
speaker • tooling allows for 
early and late BR versions

£169.00
Pristine models

Specification list

£152.10
Model Rail 
subscribers 
price

OO
GAUGE

FIVE VERSIONS AVAILABLE

ORDER AT WWW.   MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459
Unique models you can only buy from us

LMS/BR CLASS 11 0-6-0DE
CHOOSE FROM 15 VERSIONS

OO
GAUGE

The Class 11 holds an important 
place in railway history, emerging 
in the steam era and offering 
sterling service to the Allied cause 
during the Second World War. 

Our exclusive model has been several 
years in the making and is based on 
exhaustive research by the Model Rail 
and Heljan teams, along with detailed 
measurements of preserved locomotives. 

To reflect the long and varied careers 
of the real Class 11s, we’ve produced 15 
different versions, each limited to just 
300 pieces. The tooling has been 
carefully designed to allow several key 
variations to be observed across LMS, 
War Department and British Railways 
locomotives, while the handful of 
Western Region locomotives built at 
Swindon have also been included.

 MR-501  
War Department 70271, olive green

 MR-502  
War Department 878 Basra, Longmoor 
Military Railway blue/red

 MR-503 LMS 7120, pre-war black

 MR-505 BR 12043, black, 
BRITISH RAILWAYS lettering

 MR-506 BR 15101, WR green, 
BRITISH RAILWAYS shaded lettering

 MR-507 BR 15106, WR green, 
BRITISH RAILWAYS shaded lettering 

WEATHERED
 MR-504 LMS 7128, post-war black

Featuring Bulleid-Firth Brown 
wheels, our tooling caters for the 
original and later versions, with and 
without electric head/tail lamps. 
All five versions now in stock!OUT 

NOW
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 MR-520  MR-522

 MR-521  MR-523  MR-524

ORDER AT WWW.   MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18
Features: • NEM coupler 
pockets • brass flywheel 
and high-reduction gears 
• working exterior lights (where 
appropriate) • cab interior 
lights • factory-fitted speaker 
• tooling allows for LMS, WD, 
GWR and BR versions

£169.00

£179.00

Pristine models

Weathered versions

Specification list

OUT 
NOW

£152.10

£161.10

Model Rail 
subscribers  
price

Model Rail 
subscribers  
price

GO TO
WWW.MODELRAIL OFFERS.CO.UK 

TO SEE THE LATEST  SPECIAL OFFERS MR-508 BR 12125, black, early crest

 MR-509 BR 12131, black, early crest, 

 MR-510  
BR 12105, green, late crest

 MR-512  
BR D12062, Rail blue with ‘wasp’ stripes

 MR-513 BR 12052, Rail blue  
with ‘wasp’ stripes

 MR-514 MP228  
(ex-12052), Derek Crouch Mining Co. red/cream

 MR-515 (ex-12099),  
National Coal Board orange

WEATHERED

WEATHERED

What’s available?
 r MR-520 BR/SR Class 12, 15220, 

BR black, early emblem
 r MR-521 BR/SR Class 12, 15224, 

BR green, early emblem
 r MR-522 BR/SR Class 12, 15221, 

BR green with ‘wasp’ stripes, 
late emblem

 r MR-523 BR/SR Class 12, 15212, 
BR Rail blue with ‘wasp’ stripes

 r MR-524 BR/SR Class 12, (ex-15231) 
Tilcon blue with ‘wasp’ ends

 MR-511 BR 12100,  
green with ‘wasp’ stripes, late crest
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ORDER AT WWW.   MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459
Unique models you can only buy from us

OO
GAUGE

BR BLACK, EARLY 
CREST (PRISTINE)

 r MR-301A: No. 1609
 r MR-301C: No. 1624
 r MR-301D: No. 1657
 r MR-301F: No. 1658
 r MR-301G: No. 1668
 r MR-302A: No. 1646

BR BLACK, EARLY 
CREST (WEATHERED)

 r MR-302B: No. 1649
 r MR‑303: No. 1604 

BR BLACK, LATE CREST 
(PRISTINE)

 r MR-304A: No. 1636
 r MR-304B: No. 1655

BR BLACK, LATE CREST (WEATHERED)
 r MR-305A: No. 1627
 r MR-305B: No. 1628

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
 r MR-307A: BR black early crest, No. 1616
 r MR-307B: BR black early crest, No. 1629
 r MR-308: BR black early crest, No. 1661 

(weathered)

NCB GREEN
 r MR-309A: NCB green, No. 1600
 r MR-309B: NCB green, No. 1607

PRESERVED GREEN
 r MR-310A: BR green early crest, No. 1638 
 r MR-310B: Green ‘Dart Valley’, No. 1638

LOW STOCK

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
CHOOSE FROM 19 VERSIONS

Made by:  

Rapido Trains Inc.

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • Speaker 

fitted • firebox glow 

effect • NEM pockets

£149.00
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

GO TO
WWW.MODELRAIL OFFERS.CO.UK 

TO SEE THE LATEST  SPECIAL OFFERS

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: 21-pin

Features: • Working head/tail 
and interior lights • NEM 
coupler pockets • optional 
snowploughs, air horn covers 
and footsteps

Specification list

£210.00
£189.00 price for Model Rail 

subscribers

BR Class 26/1 26043
2647 BR Class 26/1 26043 in Rail blue with 
DCE stripes and Haymarket depot logos

ON SALE 
NOW!
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Made by: Dapol

Specifications

LNER Sentinels – the latest batch

£99.00
price for Model 
Rail subscribers£89.10

MR-018 LNER Class Y3 
Sentinel, No. 8172, 

LNER black with Gill Sans 
lettering/numerals

MR-019 BR Class Y1 
Sentinel, No. 68144, 
BR black, early crest

MR-020 BR Class Y3 
Sentinel, No. 68162, 
BR black, early crest

MR-021 LNER Class Y1 
Sentinel, No. 45, 

LNER black with shaded 
lettering/numerals

Motor: Five-pole ‘Super-Creep’ DCC socket: Eight-pin 

OO
GAUGE

MR-403 PWM653 
BR light green

MR-405A PWM 97651 
BR yellow

MR-405B PWM 97652 
BR yellow

MR-402 PWM651 
BR green, ‘wasp’ ends

MR-400A PWM651 
BR green

MR-400B PWM652 
BR green

MR-401 PWM654 
BR green, ‘wasp’ ends

Drive unit optimised 
for slow-speed running

MR-404 PWM652 
BR Rail blue

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • Cab interior lights 

• NEM coupler pockets

Specification listRuston ‘PWM’ 0-6-0DE
CHOOSE FROM EIGHT VERSIONS

Era-specific 
light fittings

NEM coupler 
pockets

ORDER AT WWW.   MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£169.00
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£152.10

Space for a 
‘sugar cube’ 

speaker

Switchable 
cab interior 

lights

OO
GAUGE

SOLD OUT



ONE VERSION LEFT!

Made by: Bachmann  Motor: Three-pole  
DCC socket: Six-pin  
Features: • NEM coupler pockets • prototype-specific cab, 
bunker, smokebox and footstep details 

MR-107 No. 36, 
National Coal Board black

MR-204 
No. 68226, British Railways 

lettering, no skirts

LNER ‘J70’
Made by: Rapido 

Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: 

• NEM coupler 

pockets

• Space for speaker 

• Removable 

cowcatchers 

• Etched worksplates

£127.50
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£114.75

Specification list

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die‑cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

OO
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE

price for Model Rail 
subscribers

£112.46

MR-107

£124.95

GO TO WWW.MODELRAIL OFFERS.CO.UK 
TO SEE THE LATEST SPECIAL OFFERS

‘USA’ 0-6-0T
Specification list

Unique models you can only buy from us
JUST ONE VERSION LEFT!
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COMING SOON ONLY FROM MODEL RAIL

OO
GAUGE

BR ‘Flatrol MJ’/XKB 
atomic flask wagons

Produced by  
Revolution Trains

DUE  
LATE 
2026 

DUE  
LATE 
2026 

Produced by Revolution Trains

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

009
GAUGE

BR/BRUSH  
TYPE 4 CLASS 48
FOUR TO CHOOSE FROM
What’s available?

 ◆ 4820 Class 48, D1702 BR two-tone green, small warning panels
 ◆ 4821 Class 48, D1704 BR two-tone green, small warning panels, weathered
 ◆ 4822 Class 48, D1706 BR two‑tone green, full warning panels
 ◆ 4823 Class 48, D1703 BR two-tone green, full warning panels, weathered

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: 21pin

Features: • NEM coupler 
pockets • directional and 
interior lighting • sprung 

buffers • speaker mounts 
• includes optional 
snowploughs

Specification list

£230

*	Weathered 
	 versions  
	 £245.00 
	 (Subscribers’ 
	 price £220.50)

£207.00
price for Model Rail 
subscribers

ORDER AT 
WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK 
OR 01209 705459

www.model-rail.co.uk 103



dwellings
Chris Nevard builds a set of workers’ cottages 
that will look at home in a variety of settings.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX

Got time for a 
Scotch?
Re-creating a Scottish 
Region Class 47 in a 
couple of evenings.

NEVER  
MISS AN  

ISSUE!
Turn to page 26 for 

details of our great  

subscription 

offer

Model Rail Account 
Manager:

Imogen Jackaman
01733 459278

email:  
imogen.jackaman@

bauermedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING IN 
MODEL RAIL

If you want 
to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 
number below to 

speak to our 
advertising team.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Next Issue ON SALE 
JUN  

4
Adaptable 



adRocket

Card Construction Kits

SCAN ME!

NEW NEWNEWNEWNEW NEW

NEW

Call or e
-m

ail  for 

a FR
EE catalogue!

WELCOME TO THE MINIATURE WORLD OF METCALFE MODELS 

01729 830072 info@metcalfemodels.commetcalfemodels.com

metcalfemodelsandtoys@metcalfemodels

METCALFEMODELS.COMMETCALFEMODELS.COM

LITTLE CARDLEYWICK STATION

00 SCALE - PO315 £16.00  
N SCALE - PN915 £12.50

A space saving building with all 
the features of a large station.

LITTLE CARDLEYWICK 

STATION SHELTER

00 SCALE - PO316 £10.50 
N SCALE - PN916 £7.00

G.W.R SIGNAL BOX

00 SCALE - PO330 £17.00
00 Scale Only.

SINGLE TRACK ENGINE SHED

00 SCALE BRICK - PO331 £17.00 
N SCALE BRICK - PN931 £12.00 

00 SCALE STONE - PO332 £17.00 
N SCALE STONE - PN932 £12.00

An Engine Shed with a small workshop at the 
rear. Ideal for branch lines and small layouts.

PLATFORM BENCHES

00 SCALE - PO502 £6.05

DOUBLE TRACK ENGINE SHED

00 SCALE BRICK - PO313 £26.00
N SCALE BRICK - PN913 £17.80 

00 SCALE STONE - PO337 £26.00
N SCALE STONE - PN937 £17.80

Each pack contains 

Blue slate tiles,Grey slate tiles,Red clay pantiles 
Red Clay Tiles,York stone tiles. 

Printed area on each sheet varies with a 
minimum size of 165mm x 225mm

A beautifully detailed kit inside 
and out. Large enough to hold 

2 full size tender engines.

ROOFING TILES PACK
00 SCALE - M0061 £7.80 
N SCALE - PN905 £6.80

LITTLE CARDLEYWICK CHAPEL

00 SCALE - PO318 £16.00  
N SCALE - PN918 £12.50

The latest addition to the Little Cardleywick 
range, a beautiful small Chapel, loosely 
based on the Chapel at Garsdale Head 

on the S&C line.

DON’T FORGET THE GLUE & TOOLS!DON’T FORGET THE GLUE & TOOLS! 
You don’t need expensive or 
complicated tools to do the job.

MAKE GLUING EASY...
Use our Fine Tip Glue 
Applicator bottles (MT907) 
Can be used with a choice 
of glue, all available at 
metcalfemodels.com 

STATION CLOCKS 

00 SCALE - PO515 £5.75

FP_MODRAIL_MODELRAIL3id7613979.pdf  04.15.2026  09:23    



adRocket

SEE THE WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS:                 L

EXCLUSIVE S  C
OO, N, O GAUGE MODELS

F O U N D E D  I N  S H E F F I E L D

EXCLUSIVES

FLAGSHIP STORE:     21-29 Chesterfield Road     Sheffield     S8 0RL     UK     Tel: (0114) 255 1436

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

IN STOCK  /  AVAILABLE NOW!  /  PROMPT DELIVERY

CLASS 80 18100 
BR GAS TURBINE

DERBY 2-CAR BEMU 
TEST UNIT 'GEMINI'

BUY NOW! 
From £159.50

BUY NOW! 
£269.95

GWR Q13  
INSPECTION SALOON 

VARIOUS VERSIONS
BUY NOW! 
From £149.95

CLASS 60 
VARIOUS VERSIONS 

BUY NOW!  
From £194.95

CLASS J52/2  
0-6-0 STEAM TANK

BUY NOW! 
From £139.50

CLASS 59 206  
'JOHN F YEOMAN'

BUY NOW! 
From £89.95

N GAUGE

VARIOUS  
ROLLING STOCK 

TRIPLE PACKS
BUY NOW! 
From £69.95

SONIC

CLASS A4 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

BUY NOW! 
£399.00

DAPOL 
BLACK LABEL

ROBINSON A5 
GCR CLASS 9N 4-6-2

BUY NOW! 
From £149.95

CLASS 89 
VARIOUS VERSIONS 

BUY NOW! 
From £229.99

ACCURASCALEACCUURASSCALE

CLASS 88 
DRS ELECTRO-DIESEL

BUY NOW! 
From £199.95

DAPOL

NOW AVAILABLE WEATHERED

BACHMANN HELJAN SONIC

CAVALEX

RAPIDO

CLASS 5101
2-6-2 LARGE PRAIRIE

BUY NOW! 
£129.95

SONIC DAPOL

SONIC

DAPOL 
BLACK LABEL

HERITAGE 
T SHIRTS
BR, GWR & 

MANY MORE!

BUY NOW! 
£19.95

EXCLUSIVE TO RAILS

CLASS 28 
VARIOUS VERSIONS 

BUY NOW! 
From £199.95

HELJANHELJANN

BUY NOW! 
£42.95

SCENECRAFT

RAILS OF 
SHEFFIELD 

STORE 
LOW RELIEF

SHOP

NEW

CLASS 66 GBRf 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

PXA/JXA WAGONS 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

CLASS 56 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

BUY NOW! 
From £94.99

BUY NOW! 
From £49.95

BUY NOW! 
From £189.95

HORNBY CAVALEX CAVALEX

FP_MODRAIL_RailsMODELid7623027.pdf  04.23.2026  10:14    



adRocket

           LATEST AVAILABILITY, ARRIVAL DATES AND CURRENT PRICES

 COLLECTION

SHEFFIELD STATION STORE:     Sheaf Street     Sheffield     S1 2BP     UK     Tel: (0114) 255 1436

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

FORTHCOMING RELEASES  /  PRE-ORDER NOW!

PROUD WINNERS OF THESE RECENT AWARDS

CLASS 313 EMU
& T7 TRANSLATOR 

VEHICLES
PRE-ORDER! 

From £269.95

CLASS 180  
EAST MIDLANDS 

TRAINS DMU
PRE-ORDER! 
From £449.95

REVOLUTION

REVOLUTION CLASS 66 
GB RAILFREIGHT

 RAILWAY 200
PRE-ORDER! 

From £159.95

REVOLUTION

LYR CLASS 'PUG' 
0-4-0ST 1288

PRE-ORDER! 
From £150.00

CLARK RAILWORKS

O GAUGE

CLASS 66 779 
'EVENING STAR'PRE-ORDER! 

From £395.00

DAPOL

OO9 GAUGE

WAR DEPT. 
SIRDAR CLASS 0-4-0  

& WAGONS From £81.85 PRE-ORDER!

RAPIDO

NEW

CLASS A1X TERRIER 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

LMS 10000 
BLACK & CHROME

PRE-ORDER! 
From £139.95

PRE-ORDER! 
From £209.95

DAPOL

BACHMANN

MERCEDES 
SPRINTER VAN

PRE-ORDER! 
£11.95

OXFORD

BSK RESEARCH 
COACHES MK1

PRE-ORDER! 
£59.95

BACHMANN

NEW

O GAUGE
ALSO

AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER! 
From £44.95

RAPIDO

LBSCR BRAKE VAN 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

NER SNOWPLOUGH 
VARIOUS VERSIONS

PRE-ORDER! 
From £69.95

BACHMANN

CR SINGLE NO.123 
4-2-2 CR DARK BLUE

PRE-ORDER! 
From £224.95

RAPIDO

CLASS 47
VARIOUS VERSIONS PRE-ORDER! From £209.95

CAVALEX
USATC S160 2-8-0 PRE-ORDER! From £269.95

RAPIDO
(INITIAL MOCKUP SHOWN)

NEW

N GAUGE

CLASS 5MT 4-6-0 
THE LANCASHIRE FUSILIER

PRE-ORDER! 
£249.99

HORNBY

NEW

CLASS 439 
CALEDONIAN 0-4-4T

WD AUSTERITY 
2-10-0

PRE-ORDER! 
From £184.95

PRE-ORDER! 
From £269.95

BACHMANN CLARK RAILWORKS

NEW
‘EVOLUTION’ 48'

NORTH BRITISH RAILWAY & SECR 
VARIOUS COACHES & VERSIONS

PRE-ORDER! 
Single: £69.95 / Triple Packs: £199.95

RAPIDO

NEW

FP_MODRAIL_RailsMODELid7623030.pdf  04.23.2026  10:14    
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PRE-OWNED & 
SECOND HAND

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT IN 4 EASY STEPS

WE VALUE YOUR COLLECTION VERY HIGHLY!

FAMILY
BUSINESS

FRIENDLY 
SERVICE

CONTACT US
get in touch by email,  
phone or post with  
your list of items

OUR OFFER
our friendly staff will  
review your list and  
make an honest  
valuation offer

PACKAGE
either visit the shop,  
send us your items,  
or we can collect  
larger collections

PAYMENT!
fast, secure payment  
via your choice on  
confirming of the  
value offer – easy!

FLAGSHIP STORE:     21-29 Chesterfield Road     Sheffield     S8 0RL     UK     Tel: (0114) 255 1436

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

PROUD  
WINNERS 
OF THESE
RECENTRECENT
AWARDS:AWARDS:

FP_MODRAIL_RailsMODELid7623024.pdf  04.23.2026  10:13    
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LOCOS - COACHES - WAGONS - TRACK-WORK - CONTROLLERS - ACCESSORIES 
DIE-CAST - LORRIES - BUSES - PLANES - SOLDIERS - RAILWAYANA - AND MORE

DECEASED ESTATES - EX SHOP STOCK A SPECIALITY
 FAST SERVICE WITH COMPLETE DISCRETION ASSURED

DON'T DELAY - GET IN TOUCH TODAY!

        +44 (0)114 255 1436           secondhand@railsofsheffield.com

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND CLICK ON THE        Stuff to Sell? LINK:  

www.railsofsheffield.com

TOP
GUARANTEED

PRICES
PAID
Quote Ref: 

MODELRAIL26

SHEFFIELD STATION STORE:     Sheaf Street     Sheffield     S1 2BP     UK     Tel: (0114) 255 1436

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

WANTED
CASH OR EXCHANGE

WE WANT ANYTHING MODEL RAILWAY RELATED, 
ANY AGE, ANY GAUGE, FROM A SINGLE ITEM TO
A LIFETIME COLLECTION. DISTANCE NO OBJECT.

BUY . SELL . EXCHANGE . ANY GAUGE . ANY AGE

Make our day by leaving  us a 5 star review!

R. Rae

I have had an excellent experience selling 

items through Rails second-hand service. 

The whole process was simple and 

straightforward and completed in seven 

days. A special mention to Ben who was 

my main contact and was a pleasure to 

deal with. I went into the process with 

some doubts but these were quickly 

dispelled and I would certainly use the 

service again.

SCAN
FOR 

MORE 
INFO!

FP_MODRAIL_RailsMODELid7623026.pdf  04.23.2026  10:13    
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Discover brighter days on every page. 

Pick a magazine subscription from just £5.

Big savings with greatmagazines.co.uk/spring

Terms and Conditions: Saving applies to initial trial term. The minimum term is 12 months. Offer closes on 31/05/2026. Subscriptions will 
start with the next available issue. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Trial offers are only available on recurring 
payment and will auto-renew on a 6-monthly/quarterly payments after the initial trial period based on the print subscription option. If you 
wish to cancel before the end of your trial period, please notify customer services at least 10 days before the end of your trial. Should the 
next payment have already been taken by the time you cancel, please contact us as soon as possible to arrange a refund. Any subsequent 
payments are non-refundable, and any cancellations will be from the next payment date. We reserve the right to modify the magazine, its 
platforms, and features, and to change or end any subscriptions or promotions at any time. For general terms and conditions please visit: 
www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions 

FP_MODRAIL_SPRING26GEid7565143.pdf  02.27.2026  10:01    
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OUR  WEBSITE IS

RUNNING ON NEW TRACKS 

Your model train collection just got an upgrade 

– now your shopping experience is next!

ModelRailOffers.co.uk has a brand-new website, making it easier than ever to fi nd your next model. 

Fully optimised for mobile, with a fast and simple checkout, it’s easier than ever to fi nd a good deal.  

CELEBRATE NOW WITH UP TO 20% OFF SELECTED MODELS! 

UP TO 

20% 
OFF

Visit ModelRailOff ers.co.uk or scan the QR code
Terms and conditions: *Discounts apply to selected models only. Offers close 11:59pm 3rd June 2026.

BIG SALEshop 
our

All change!All change!All change!All change!All change!

FP_MODRAIL_ModeRailOfid7623162.pdf  04.23.2026  10:49    
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Open Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10:30am – 3:30pm, closed Monday

Trains4U.com
27 St. David’s Square, Fengate

Peterborough’s model and hobby specialists  01733 895989 

 Info@Trains4U.com

Peterborough, UK, PE1 5QA

OO Scale Civil Engineers 

“Dutch” class 56s

56047 & 56048

DCC Ready £189.95 each

DCC Sound £289.95 each

IN STOCK 

NOW

66723 (ZA723) “Chinook”

66775 (F231) “HMS Argyll”

Limited to 150 sets
£325.00 per set

For every purchase, RAFA and 

the RNRMC will each receive a 

£10 donation from Trains4U

N Gauge Class 66 GBRf Twin Pack

IN STOCK NOW

 

                                        

  York Modelmaking                  

 

                          

 Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

 

       

  01904 400358       laser@yorkmodelmaking.com

www.YorkModelrail.com
Online Shop 

We manufacture a wide range of laser-cut scenery 

detailing and architectural components; 

helping you build your railway layouts.

We also have a bespoke service enabling re-sizing; catering for ALL SCALES 

Online shop categories for N, TT, 00 and 0, plus tools and materials  

  

� Complete layout control of points, signals, block detec�on,

route selec�on and accessories.

� Reducing the cabling running around your layout to 2 wires.

� All our products are designed and manufactured in the UK.

� All se�ngs are at your finger�ps from your desktop, tablet or phone.

� Built in so�ware update facility for new features.

� Controls can be flexibly assigned to any device on the network.

� Includes an EasyConfig simple setup for preconfigured op�ons.

System2 works with:

- Servo motors.

- Solenoid motors.

- Tortoise and analogue stall.

- MTP MP10 motors.

- Kato points motors.

- RFID Tag readers and displays.

- DCC accessory commands.

- Block detec�on and feedback.

- JMRI via Wi-Fi.

We s
pe

cia
lis
e i
n

lay
ou

t c
on

tro
l.

It's
all

we
do

!
MADE IN
BRITAIN

megapointscontrollers.co.uk Control everything with System2.
Visit our web site for more details.

Sophisticated Simplicity

Servos - Solenoids - Tortoise - Kato - RFID - DCC Accessories - JMRI - Route and Signal Control - Wi-Fi or Wired

"System2 has simplified our installation and enabled new possibilities for Making Tracks" - Pete Waterman - OBE

Rev: 28-08



www.model-rail.co.uk

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD

01865 848000,

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam – 

huge choice – just visit us on-line to see

our full selection!

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V4.0

plus £5.95 delivery (UK).

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ÔOÕ diesels;

are available at £219.99 inc speaker.

80+!
1939-2023

Open from 09.00 - 16.00 Monday - Friday

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure 
you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available. We 

can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and can 
also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are 

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is 
only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

These are the latest LOKSOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

Please remember that we offer a
decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’ gauge models but may
require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;
are available at £219.99 inc speaker.

WANTED MODEL RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
BEST PRICES PAID, CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

www.  H.co.uk

55H                                             

  H  N bu n  N   h Y  ksh     YO19 4RY      

T l: 07836 60646  / 01904 6 6736

  n  c  J hn R l y: Joh @  h.co.uk

See website for running numbers, 

versions and latest availability. 

 OR MODE  ERS WHO 
REQ IRE Q A ITY,  

ACC RACY,  PER ORMANCE  
& D RABI ITY

The new name in brass O Gauge 
RTR locomotives, built to the 

highest standards

Hand built in brass by SAM Model Tech 

(South Korea), from official works  

drawings and extensive research.  

Factory  painted with cellulose, lined,  

then baked to produce a resilient finish

COMING MID–2026
BR                4  /  4-6-0  /  2-6-0

F    £2800 -     w    t  f     t    

LIMITED RE-RUN – 7MT B i    i       
F    £2800 -     w    t  f     t                   ty

BR                  

4-6-0          

V lv      

A               A               

St               St               

                            

                                  

                                  

       w  h   u h     Sw                   , 

 p         k    x     ,   v                

            u  y             . M              

v               v      h     , wh       yp   

    p       ,    u       k   x         

                yp . 

T nd  s   fl c   h   y    s f    d  n         n, 

w  h  xl  b x s    n  d  s   qu   d.

Th  l c   nd   nd   f    d w  h s  ung  xl s, 

s  ung buff  s  nd w  k ng sc  w c u l ngs.

D   c   f  m  h  f c   y    dy     un w  h 12V  

D    w  .  In  h  UK,  u  w  ksh  s c n  h n 

 ff   s  c  l s  s  v c s sh uld y u n  d  h m,  

 nclud ng f    ng, D   s und, D   synch  n s d 

sm k , w   h   ng, c  l l  d  nd  v  h  d 

w  n ng s gns –     dd    n l c s .

–  We use ESU decoders with Bryan Robertson sound. 

–  DCC fitting, testing and tuning by ModelYard. 

–  Weathering, coal load and warning flashes by  
     Paul Moore one of the best, professional, paint  
     and detailing  specialists.

£2800 (inc vat)  
UK Insured Delivery

      

  

AVAILABLE NOW – LIMITED STOCK!
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GET MORE FROM YOUR HOBBY WITH A

MODEL RAIL
Digital Subscription

ONLY

£3.99
PER MONTH

Scan the QR code with your smartphone 
to subscribe today or visit

greatmagazines.co.uk/mdr
Terms and Conditions: The minimum term is 12 months. Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Offers cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. For general terms and conditions, please visit: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions

WHY SUBSCRIBE?

• Instant access to the latest and past issues via the Model Rail app
• Rewards, Discounts and Prizes
• 10% off models at ModelRailOffers.co.uk
• Monthly editor’s e-newsletter
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60 YEARS
...and counting!

Full details on becoming a member of the 3mm Society are on our website
or contact the Membership Secretary at membership@3mmsociety.org.uk

Joining the 3mm Society has never been easier!

• Huge range of locomotive & wagon kits
• Laser-cut building kits
•  Vast range of secondhand items for sale
• Original Triang items and spares for sale
• Trade support from Lincoln Locos

• Expert support and advice
• Diesel and steam modelling supported
• Local area group meetings
• Annual competitions
• Quarterly colour magazine

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO GET STARTED IS HERE

THE 3mm SOCIETY
www.3mmsociety.org.uk

Large range of N and OO  
kits and texture sheets

Highly detailed shop 
backs and yards

NEW Row of Shops

NEW Add on pack

Beautifully captures the 

character and proportions 

of a typical small row of 

town shops. ONLY £7.99

Includes houses, alternative wall 
textures and structural elements.

ONLY £2.29

2005 – 2025

Scalescenes.com

Download        

Visit

Print Build

Buy once  unlimited prints

Talk to Peter’s Spares; Over 4000 Different
Hornby and Dapol Spares in stock.
Back in stock alerts and wishlist.
Pre-Order Your Accurascale, Bachmann, Dapol, EFE 
Rail, Graham Farish & Hornby Rapido Trains With Us.

NEED HORNBY SPARES?

DON’T FORGET WE SELL:
Locomotives, Rolling Stock,

Scenics and much more!

EST 2009

❖ New & Used Hornby Spare Parts

❖ Our own spare parts made in China

❖ Locomotives and Rolling Stock

❖ Plastic Kits, Paints, Tools & Glues

❖ Digital Decoders & Controllers

❖ Locomotive Detailing parts

❖ Mega Steam Smoke Fluid

❖ Tracks & Train Sets

❖ We have it all at Peters Spares

❖ Check our NEW LOOK STORE now!

OVER
14,000 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

P. D. K. MDLS
Brass and Nickel Silver locomotive kits. Suitable for ‘OO’ and ‘EM’.

PDK 80.    SR/BR 'T14'  4-6-0.    £128-00
(Maunsell Rebuild)

PDK 80.
 Brass and Nickel
Silver conrucon
wh Whitemetal,
Lost Wax Brass and
Turned Brass da
ar  (The chassis
comes with optional

beam
compensation).

(Wheels, Motor &
Gearbox not
included).

SELECTED OTHER LOCOMOTIVE & TENDER KITS

PDK 40 - LNER/BR 'Thompson' 'B12/4' 4-6-0.........................£118.00

PDK 81 – LSWR/SR 'Drummond' 'Paddlebox' 'T14' 4-4-0....£TBA

T 23 - GWR/BR Collett '4000 Gallon' Tender..............................£57-00

T 9 – Merchant Navy '5000 Gallon' Cut Down Tender..........£57-00

Professional Building Service Available. Price On Application.
As well as our own kits we will consider other manufacturers kits. Please visit

the gallery pages on our website for examples.

Please visit our website at
www.pdkmodels.co.uk for further
details. Payments are via PayPal
on our website, Credit/Debit card

by phone or Cheque.

Hilltop Bungalow, Carnkie,
Helston, Cornwall, TR13 0DZ.

Tel: 07732 213251. Monday – Thursday,
Between 10am & 3.30pm & Friday till 1pm

E-Mail: pdkmodels@hotmail.co.uk

List of Kits & Detailing Parts. Download from the website or send a LARGE A4 SAE.

POSTAGE

Recorded Postage 6.00 on Loco kits and .00 on Tender & Chassis Kits. Parts

postage is detailed in the parts list. Overseas customers please email for a quote.
Please allow 14 working days for delivery.
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walk1000miles.co.uk

1000-mile challenge today at  
health and happiness. Start your 

already walking their way to better 
Sign up for free and join thousands 

TA  A
TI

than an hour a day.
in 2026 … it’ll take less 

and walk 1000 miles

ME

Change your life

ON
STEP

E
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Establ shed        
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       Visit us in York!

                                                   
                                                    

                                                      

                                   

79% of paper and 83% of paper-based packaging is recycled 
into new products; one of the highest recycling rates of any 

material in Europe!

®

Source: Cepi Key Statistics, 2023 and Eurostat, 2022
Europe: EU27 + Norway, Switzerland and the UK.

PAP             PAP             

Scan for paper facts,
activities, blogs
and much more!

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 

Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 

Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11.00 - 5.00 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

18+ years trading 
in collectables

Collection made in person 
from across the UK

We carefully dismantle
your displays for you 

Honest valuations 
and fair offers given

contact@littleworthmodels.co.uk 

01778 594604 or 07578 708785 Find out more and get a FREE valuation at 

www.littleworthmodels.co.uk 

Top prices paid for your models 
Swift payment made on collection

Littleworth Models • Unit 7 Mays Wharf • Eastgate Industrial Estate • Cherry Holt Road • Bourne • Lincolnshire • PE10 9LA

WANTED
Contact us for a valuation

We make an offer

Bring, send or collect

Payment made

We buy all makes, all gauges, live steam, 
aeroplane kits, boats, tanks, radio 

controlled, die cast and more.

Model Railway 
& Collectables



adRocket

Get the best comment,  
news & analysis in the industry

SUBSCRIBE AND NEVER MISS AN ISSUE

CHOOSE A SUBSCRIPTION TO SUIT YOU:

greatmagazines.co.uk/rail
01858 438 884

SCAN HERE
Terms & Conditions: Subscriptions will start with the next available issue. Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Trial offers are only available on recurring payment and will auto-renew after the initial trial. 
If you wish to cancel before the end of your trial period, please notify customer services at least 10 days before the end of your trial. Should the next payment have already been taken by the time you cancel, please contact us 

as soon as possible to arrange a refund. Any subsequent payments are non-refundable, and any cancellations will be from the next payment date. Order line open 0800hrs – 2100hrs (Mon-Fri). 1000hrs – 1600hrs (Sat). Calls 
may be monitored or recorded for training purposes. Call costs from mobiles vary according to the calling plan chosen. Typically, they are included in free call packages. However, if you call an 01/02 number outside of any 

inclusive minutes, they can cost between 3p and 65p per minute. Calls from landlines to 01 numbers are typically charged up to 16p per minute. Many providers charge a 23p call set-up fee (or ‘connection charge’), but this can 
vary. Please refer to ofcom.org.uk for updated pricing. Costs for calls from overseas vary depending on the location. For general terms and conditions please visit: www.greatmagazines.co.uk/offer-terms-and-conditions  

SAVE  
ON SHOP 

PRICES
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Traditional Model 
Shop with large 

range of OO and 
N gauge model 

railways

Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street,  

Dingwall, IV15 9RY 
Tel: 01349 862346 

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk 
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, 
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU 

Special commission 
Stoke-on-Trent wagons and 

Model Art Miniatures bespoke 
‘Potteries’ resin models in 

N, OO and O gauges.

• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco 
• Dapol • Gaugemaster 
• Woodland Scenics  
• Plus much more!

OPEN: Tue, Wed, Fri 10am-4pm; 
Thur 10am-12noon; Sat 10am-1pm

T: 07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com

www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

M

ar
k’s Trains
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JOHN DUTFIELD

  Stockists of:

Peco • Bachmann
Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio 

Cavalex • Accurascale and much 
more including secondhand

WARDS YARD,

133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, 

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455
Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. 

Closed Weds & Sun.

heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com

johndutfi eldmodelrailways.co.uk














































Opening Times
Monday to Saturday

09:30—16:30 
and Sundays 

during December

RAILWAY 
BOOKS 

BOUGHT  
& SOLD

Free Railway Booksearch Service

155 Church Street, Paddock, 
Huddersfield, HD1 4UJ 

(Shop: Tue/Wed 11:00-17:00 + Thu 14:00-20:00) 
www.railwaybook.c om 

email: nick@railwaybook.com 

Tel: 01484 518159

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach 
& Wagon Kits

Fittings 
& Accessories

Wheels / Motors 
& Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

P&D MARSH MODELS

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 
DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM
07730 202270

PAINTED OO GAUGE
PDZ6  Track gang (4) £10.50
PDZ9 Bikes (4) £9.95
PDZ12 Trackside signs (4) £9.95
PDZ19 Loco crew (2) £10.85
PDZ23 Row boat £11.95
PDZ31 Gardening set £8.95
PDZ39 Coalmen & scales (2) £9.95
PDZ50 Platform trolley/porter £9.95
PDZ54 Chimney pots (8) £6.85
PDZ57 School crossing (1950) £10.85
PDZ106 Lambretta/rider £9.25

PAINTED N GAUGE
PDX40 Ferguson tractor £9.50
PDX41 Stack of barrels £6.65
PDX43 Skip & cones £7.95
PDX50 Mums/prams (2) £9.95
PDX51 Cyclists (2) £9.95
PDX56 Gravestones (8) £7.95
PDX58 Fire buckets £8.50
PDX68 Forklift £9.25
PDX80 Benches (4) £7.50
PDX351 GWR home signal £9.95
PDX361 Ground signals (5) £9.50

Coastal

DCC

South Cumbria’s number 

one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
We have moved - our new address is:

41 Cavendish Street,
Barrow LA14 1SF

STAFFORD’S BEST SHOP 
for the model railway enthusiast

Professional assistance and 

advice from fellow enthusiasts.

WIDE RANGE OF STOCK 

from all your favourite suppliers: 

Bachmann, Peco, Dapol, 

Hornby, Expo Tools, Javis, 

Gaugemaster, Graham Farish, 

Metcalfe, Rapido etc.

Sets, locos, rolling stock, track, 

accessories, tools, scenery, 

paints, brushes, kits and bits.

01785 247883 

www.topptrains.co.uk

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfields Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN

DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH

DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER

 METCALFE • RATIO

& MUCH MORE

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £63.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £84.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £117.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £119.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.50 (£30 to £60), £5.50 (over £60).
Overseas orders at cost, minimum £5.00.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO

EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

Supplier & Collector

of Vintage Trains

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk

dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

Primarily, but not

exclusively,

made by Triang.



L

Is being stuck in the 1970s such a bad thing? 
Chris Leigh ponders attitudes and expectations. 

ong-time readers 
will know that I’ve 
never been a big 
fan of online 

forums. They do, however, 
have something of an 
inexplicable fascination and 
I am a regular follower of 
several on both sides of the 
Atlantic, particularly those 
which appear on Facebook. 
I follow some related to 
full-size railways in both 
Canada and the West of 
England, and a model 
railway forum in the UK. It is 
fascinating to read the widely varied views 
on almost every subject, but particularly 
the comments about forthcoming models, 
where perhaps only a few painted samples 
have been seen in public.

I noted, recently, a comment that 
a forthcoming DMU had extraneous detail 
on the front that was incorrect for one of the 
later liveries. I suggested that it was no big 
deal to file off the moulding and respray the 
yellow end. I was merely thinking out loud 
– that’s what I would do. The original poster 
responded that he expected the model to 
be correct and that it was no longer the 
1970s. The reminder that I’m no longer in 
my model-making prime stung a little!

In another instance, the omission of 
a windscreen wiper was a deal-breaker for 
a poster. I think it’s fair to say that 
manufacturers have, in the past 20 years, 
raised expectations to levels that are now 
proving, sometimes, to be a little unrealistic. 
It may no longer be the 1970s – in fact, it 
hasn’t been for nearly 50 years – but in that 
time, I think railway modelling for me has 
lost a little of its challenge, and it was the 
challenge that helped make it interesting.

Back in the 1970s when I could buy 
a Lima three-car Class 117 DMU, I wanted 

a Class 121 single-unit. I read an article by 
someone who had grafted a spare cab 
end on to the DMS and created a Class 121. 
I made a pattern for a cab end, had it cast 
in whitemetal and created a conversion 
kit so that anyone with a modicum of skill 
and a junior hacksaw could create 
a passable Class 121.

Nowadays, I seldom have to think about 
how I might make something that I want out 
of something else. I spend a chunk of my 
pension, buy a beautiful model, run it round 
the test track on a club running night, put it 
back in the box and on the shelf. 

My most recent purchases make an 
interesting comparison. For my ‘HO’ 
Canadian layout I bought a Bachmann 
Siemens ‘Charger’ in Canada’s VIA Rail 
livery. It came from Rails and cost 
a tidy sum, but Rails did not have the 
matching coaches and I had to get 
those from Canada. Thanks in part to 
US tariffs, Canada’s reciprocal tariffs 
and HMRC’s charges, a four-car train has 
cost me not far off £1,000. 

True, I don’t need to do anything to it, 
detail-wise, but I could certainly do with 
losing some of the complex Bachmann DCC 
sound, which refers to ‘Platform 5’ when 

I don’t have a five-platform station, 
and which randomly provides 
the sound of an express passing at 
high speed, which I also don’t need 
on my single track. Cut-and-shut 
conversions were easier than 
trying to change electronics.

My other purchase was a Rapido 
‘E1’ 0‑6‑0T in BR black, which I’ve 
turned into an ‘E1/R’ 0‑6‑2T in 
a challenging conversion that I’ll 
probably describe in a future 
Workbench feature. It’s a bit of 
a 1970s-style ‘cut and shut’ job, but 
I’ve enjoyed the challenge, and I’ve 
got a locomotive that I wasn’t 
going to get by any other means. 
Now that was fun!

Model Rail magazine is published 13 times per year by H Bauer Publishing, 
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A 1970s-style kit-bash job has provided Chris with the 
locomotive he wanted and plenty of challenging 
modelling along the way. BOTH: CHRIS LEIGH

Bachmann’s Siemens 
‘Charger’ has its DCC set 
up for AMTRAK with 
features VIA Rail 
Canada does not use, 
and others that Chris 
does not need.
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