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SPECIAL COMMISSION WAGONS
FROM JUST 100 IDENTICAL MODELS IN 'OO' OR 'N' 25 IN 'O'

TURN AROUND IN JUST 3 MONTHS

YOUR CHOICE OF DAPOL BODY

YOUR CHOICE OF LIVERY

FOR MORE DETAILS CONTACT CLAIRE ON

01691 774455 OPTION 1 OR EMAIL studio@dapol.co.uk  

For all the latest news visit www.dapol.co.uk  

OO Gauge 14T Air Ministry Tank Wagons

N Gauge Class 59

O Gauge Class 121/122 - With improved drive train

DC, DCC & DCC Sound options available to pre-order at your preferred Dapol stockist - Arriving soon!

O Gauge BR Maroon Mk1 Coaches

DC & DCC options available to pre-order at your preferred Lionheart Trains stockist - Arriving soon!

DC, DCC & DCC Sound options available to pre-order at your preferred Dapol stockist - Immanent arrival!

Decorated samples shown for illustration only - available to pre-order at your preferred Dapol stockist - Arriving soon!
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hobby for 
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...plus get discounts on 
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Another month has flown by, punctuated 

by my annual visit to the Model Rail 

Scotland exhibition which, as always, 

didn’t disappoint. A host of excellent 

layouts was on display and plenty of new 

model projects were available for scrutiny, 

thanks to all of the main manufacturers 

being in attendance – turn to page 11 for 

my full report.

I also greatly enjoyed the company of 

members of the Scottish Diesel & Electric 

Group on an entertaining night out in 

Glasgow. As usual, my trip north of the 

border was extended to include plenty of 

mileage on the ScotRail system, plus a 

couple of ferry rides to the glorious isles of 

Bute and Arran. Pardon the pun, but I still 

harbour dreams of modelling Wemyss Bay 

station and ferry terminal…

Just before my jaunt to Glasgow, I was in 

Aberystwyth, accompanying the team 

from Revolution Trains on a visit to the 

Vale of Rheidol (VoR) Railway. We were 

treated to a guided tour of the locomotive 

workshops, affording us the opportunity to  

examine a revised engineering prototype 

of our ‘OO9’ Rheidol tank locomotive, 

comparing it to the real thing and gaining 

vital feedback from those in the know. 

I’d like to thank the railway for its 

hospitality, and I was mightily impressed 

by the visitor facilities, especially the 

newly-refurbished GWR engine shed. 

Given that my last visit to the VoR was 

during the days of British Rail operation, it 

was fascinating to see how much things 

had changed - for the better!

Welcome

The VoR has a number of exciting events 

planned for the coming year, including the 

Rheidol Steam Festival on August 24-26, 

which will feature a number of model 

railways. Look out for more details, which 

will be announced on the railway’s website 

(www.rheidolrailway.co.uk) in due course. 

Happy modelling!

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

A revised EP of our ‘OO9’ Rheidol tank basks in the 

winter sunshine on the 12in:1ft rails at Aberystwyth 

(VoR) Station. GEORGE DENT

Meet the team behind the UK’s 
best modelling magazine

This month’s contributors

Model Rail essential information
Q: Looking for an old feature but can’t remember 
which issue it was in? 
A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: Want to order one of our exclusive models?
A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
01209 705459.

Q: Want to order one of our bookazines?
A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
01858 438884.

Q: Have a problem or query about our 
digital magazines?
A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: Subscription issue not arrived?
A: Call our Subscriptions Department on 01858 438884.

Colin Chisem’s delightful 
‘Laughton’ layout depicts a 
sleepy branch terminus of the 
LBSCR. Turn to page 28 for 
the full story. CHRIS NEVARD
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Jones

Nick 
Brodrick
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Boasting a similarly impressive 

specification to its recent 

Class 20, 37 and 47 releases, 

Bachmann Branchline’s new 

Class 31 will also be available 

with a new electro-magnetic 

coupling system.

Building on the excellent 

Farish ‘31’, Bachmann will be 

o�ering a Brush Type 2 in ‘OO’ 

for the first time, with the 

tooling designed to allow 

a wide range of detail 

di�erences to be observed, 

including the early Class 30 

variant and later refurbished 

sub-classes, including the 

ETH-fitted Class 31/4. 

Exterior detail will reflect both 

the original Mirrlees and later 

English Electric power units, as 

will the interior appointments, 

visible through the engine room 

windows. All models feature 

enhanced interior and exterior 

lighting functions, including the 

option to switch between single 

BACHMANN’S SPRING 
2024 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SCOTCH ‘CHOPPERS’
Bachmann’s acclaimed, all-new 

Class 20 has been o�ered in 

numerous guises so far, but this 

new pair portrays tablet 

catcher-recessed versions for 

the first time. The Scottish 

Region duo is presented in 

original BR green, with a choice 

00
GAUGE

What’s available?

◆ 35-801 BR Class 30 D5564, BR green 
◆ 35-801A BR Class 30 D5617, BR green
◆ 35-805 BR Class 31/1 31123, BR blue
◆ 35-805A BR Class 31/1 31293, BR blue
◆ 35-821 BR Class 31/1 31180, BR Railfreight ‘red stripe’
◆ 35-821A BR Class 31/1 31149, BR Railfreight ‘red stripe’
◆ 35-823 BR Class 31/1 31319, BR Railfreight Petroleum sector
◆ 35-823A BR Class 31/1 31304, BR Railfreight Petroleum sector
◆ 35-825 BR Class 31/4 31435, BR blue
◆ 35-830 BR Class 31/4 31407, Mainline freight blue
Prices: £199.95 (DCC-ready), £309.95 (DCC sound-fitted), £359.95 

(DCC sound-fitted deluxe)

When’s it due? May/June

Availability: Bachmann stockists

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

BRUSH TYPE 2 BREAKS COVER
and dual tail lights, while 

a high-quality drive system will 

deliver power to all six axles.

Equipped with a PluX22 DCC 

interface, the Class 30 and 31 

will be o�ered in DCC-ready, 

DCC sound and DCC 

sound-fitted deluxe formats. 

The deluxe models will boast 

working roof fans, tinted glazing 

and will pioneer Bachmann’s 

new DCC-operated auto-release 

coupling system. 

Fitted at both ends, small 

electro-magnets allow hands-

free uncoupling of standard 

tension locks, with the system 

o�ering a full, prototypical 

uncoupling procedure. At the 

touch of a button on your DCC 

controller, the locomotive 

bu�ers up to the stock to 

release tension in the 

couplings, then activates the 

electro-magnets to lift the 

hooks. The locomotive then 

moves away slowly and comes 

to a halt a short distance from 

the stock, with appropriate 

sound e�ects emitted 

throughout the process.

Several livery options have 

been announced so far, 

encompassing the Type 2’s 

entire BR career, with two 

number options for most colour 

schemes. Models are available 

to pre-order now, with many 

retailers currently o�ering some 

very tempting deals. Delivery is 

expected by the summer.

What’s available?

◆ 35-352 BR Class 20 D8032, BR green late emblem
◆ 35-352A BR Class 20 D8102, BR green, roundel
Prices: £224.95 (DCC-ready), £324.95 (DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? March

6 Model Rail 324 April 2024
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of standard BR emblems on 

D8032 or a set of roundels – more 

commonly seen on coaching 

stock – adorning D8102.

Matching the real things, 

D8032 comes with the tablet 

catcher equipment pre-installed, 

while D8102 comes with the 

parts in the accessory bag. 

Both are also supplied with 

optional miniature three-piece 

snowploughs and they’re 

available with or without 

DCC sound.

Opening the box

http://www.bachmann.co.uk


What’s available?

◆ 32-652A BR Class 44 44007, BR blue
◆ 32-653 BR Class 44 D2 Helvellyn, BR green small yellow panels
◆ 32-678A BR Class 45 D49 The Manchester Regiment, 
BR green small yellow panels
◆ 32-679A BR Class 45 D25, BR ‘economy’ green, small yellow panels
◆ 32-702A BR Class 46 D138, BR green, small yellow panels
◆ 32-704 BR Class 46 46045, BR blue, weathered
Prices: £189.95 (DCC-ready), £289.95 (DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? May/June

Bachmann’s Class 44, 45 and 

46 ‘Peaks’ return to the range, 

with directional lighting and 

21pin DCC sockets, plus 

sound-fitted options available 

for each version. Of note is 

split-headcode Class 45 D25 in 

‘economy’ green and 

a weathered Rail blue Class 46 

in later condition, complete 

with sealed beam headlamps. 

RETURN OF THE ‘PEAKS’ 

For the second year running, 

Bachmann will release plenty 

more Mk 1 coaches, with new 

versions of the TSO and BSK 

o�ered in BR crimson/cream, 

maroon, blue/grey and InterCity 

liveries, along with West Coast 

Railway Company maroon. Each 

coach comes with the option of 

pre-fitted passengers. 

Price: £59.95 each 

(£69.95 with passengers)

COACHING STOCK 

HIGHLIGHTS

00
GAUGE

CLASS 69 LIVERY 
OPTIONS REVEALED
With the first unpainted 

prototype model 

stealing the show at last 

year’s Warley exhibition, 

Bachmann has revealed 

four di�erent livery 

options for its forthcoming 

Class 69. Produced in 

close collaboration with 

GB Railfreight, the ‘69s’ 

will be o�ered in DCC-ready, 

DCC sound and DCC 

sound-fitted deluxe 

variants, the latter 

featuring the same

auto-release couplers 

specified for the top of the 

range Class 31s.

Price and delivery details 

have yet to be confirmed.

What’s planned?

◆ 35-776 Class 69 
69001 Mayflower, 
GBRf blue/orange
◆ 35-777 Class 69 69002 
Bob Tiller CM&EE, GBRf/
BR Blue ‘large logo’
◆ 35-778 Class 69 69003 
The Railway Observer, 
GBRf blue/orange
◆ 35-780 Class 69 69005 
Eastleigh, GBRf/BR green

00
GAUGE
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A suite of pristine and weathered 

TTA tank wagons will soon be 

available, in a range of liveries to suit 

the 1960s-1980s eras, plus a pair of 

TEA bogie tanks, both o�ered in 

weathered condition. 

Prices: • TTA £34.95 pristine, 

£37.95 weathered

• TEA £74.95 each

WAGON HIGHLIGHTS

Another enduringly popular 

Bachmann wagon, the OBA air-braked 

open, gets a run-out, with a choice of 

colourful liveries, including BR 

Railfreight red/grey, ‘Dutch’ yellow/grey 

Plasmoor red/green (£35.95 each). 

The OTA timber carrier also reappears, 

with a single version available, wearing 

Railfreight red (£47.95).

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

News

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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Bachmann Collector’s Club is 

marking 60 years since British Rail 

unveiled its ‘XP64’ exhibition train, 

thus launching the ‘Corporate’ Rail 

blue era, with a special version of 

the Farish Class 47. 

Finished in the experimental, 

lighter shade of BR blue, D1733 

was turned out to work with 

a set of matching blue/grey 

coaches as part of BR’s attempt 

to rebrand itself as a modern 

enterprise. Using the impressive 

Farish Class 47 tooling, the 

model has been produced in 

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY FOR ‘XP64’

More livery options will be 

o�ered for the diminutive 

Baguley-Drewry 70hp narrow 

gauge diesel shunter, with 

examples in ICI orange/grey 

and British Industrial Sands 

white – complete with 

distinctive camel logos – 

joined by a handsome lined 

crimson version.

What’s available?

◆ 392-027 Baguley-Drewry 
70hp diesel, lined crimson
◆ 392-028 Baguley-Drewry 
70hp diesel 05587, 
ICI orange/grey
◆ 392-029 Baguley-Drewry 
70hp diesel, British Industrial 
Sands white
Price: £119.95 each

When’s it due? May/June

‘009’ NARROW 
GAUGE NEWS

FARISH 
GIVES BIRTH 
TO ‘TWINS’

Much excitement surrounded the 

news that the LMS ‘Twins’ – 

10000 and 10001 – have been 

added to the Graham Farish 

range. Representing the first 

main line diesel locomotives built 

in the UK, the ‘Twins’ were 

devised during the early 1940s, 

with 10000 emerging from 

Derby Works in 1947, just before 

nationalisation, with 10001 

appearing the following year.

Having been in Bachmann’s 

‘OO’ Branchline range for some 

time, there had been many 

requests for a 2mm scale version 

What’s available?

◆ 372-910 LMS 10000, LMS black/silver
◆ 372-911 LMS 10001, BR black/silver
◆ 372-916 LMS 10000, BR lined green
◆ 372-917 LMS 10001, BR lined green
◆ 372-918 LMS 10001, BR green, small yellow panels
Prices: £184.95 (DCC-ready), £284.95 (DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? March/April

Availability: Farish stockists

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

a Next18 DCC interface, working 

interior and exterior lights and 

DCC sound-fitted options.

O�ered in LMS and BR era 

liveries, the tooling allows for key 

modifications carried out to each 

prototype during their operating 

careers, including additional 

roof vents, water scoop gear, 

and both original and 

modified marker light 

patterns, the latter installed 

during trials operating over 

the Southern Region.

N
GAUGE

strictly limited numbers and is 

available only to Collector’s 

Club members.

Price: £161.96 (DCC-ready), 

£251.96 DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? Now

Web: www.bachmann-

collectorsclub.co.uk

N
GAUGE

of the ‘Twins’. The Farish models 

will feature the same attention to 

detail as their 4mm scale 

counterparts, along with 

Opening the box

http://www.bachmann.co.uk
http://www.bachmanncollectorsclub.co.uk
http://www.bachmanncollectorsclub.co.uk
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NEW VARIANTS 
TO COMPLETE 
YOUR FLEET
After a host of Farish BR Mk 1 

coaches were released last 

year, there will be new 

versions of the First open and 

Restaurant First open vehicles 

in 2024, in BR crimson/cream, 

maroon and Western Region 

chocolate/cream. Additionally, 

each vehicle will also be 

available in BR’s prestige 

InterCity charter rake livery, 

complete with white roofs and 

‘executive’ style lettering.

For modellers of the 

post-BR era, there’s an option 

of WCRC maroon. All are 

priced at £47.95 each.

Oakworth station, on the Keighley & 

Worth Valley Railway, is the subject of 

a new ready-to-plant ‘OO’ station 

building, available with green or red 

woodwork (£79.95 each), while a typical 

timber-built Somerset & 

Dorset station building is also 

available in a choice of colour schemes 

(£69.95), along with an optional 

canopy (£44.95). 

For narrow gauge modellers, 

a blacksmith and wagon repair shop 

will look great on a ‘OO9’ layout 

(£114.95), while Midsomer Norton signal 

box is a highlight of the ‘N’ gauge Scenecraft 

range (£54.95).

SCENECRAFT 
HIGHLIGHTS

N
GAUGE

The Farish Mk 3 SLEP (Sleeper with pantry) returns to the range in BR 

blue/grey, InterCity and ScotRail Caledonian Sleeper liveries, with two 

number versions provided for each colour scheme (£34.95 each).

Three di�erent Mk 3 Sleeper twin-packs are also on o�er, depicting 

GWR’s ‘Night Riviera’ stock. Consisting of a SLEP with either a BFO, TSO 

or KBF, the twin-packs are priced at £69.95 each.

Debuting in Bachmann’s ‘OO’ 

range in 2022, the SECR ‘Dance 

Hall’ brake van has been 

scaled-down to ‘N’ gauge and will 

be available in a similar range of 

SECR, SR and BR liveries, including 

Departmental olive green. 

Featuring separately fitted 

handrails and running boards, 

two versions of each livery will be 

available with di�erent numbers 

and markings.

A special version is available 

to Bachmann Collector’s Club 

members only, depicting BR 

Crane Mess Van DS55466, 

‘DANCE HALL’ PREMIÈRES IN ‘N’

What’s available?

◆ 378-025/378-025A SECR 25T ‘Dance Hall’ brake van, SECR grey
◆ 378-026/378-026A SECR 25T ‘Dance Hall’ brake van, SR brown
◆ 378-027/378-027A SECR 25T ‘Dance Hall’ brake van, BR grey
◆ 378-028/378-028A SECR 25T ‘Dance Hall’ brake van, 
BR Departmental olive green
◆ 378-025K SECR 25T ‘Dance Hall’ brake van, BR Crane Mess van, 
olive green/yellow*
*Available to Bachmann Collector’s Club members only

Price: £34.95 each

When’s it due? Imminently

which was based at Stratford 

depot well into the 1980s.

00
GAUGE

N
GAUGE

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

News

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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Taking place once again at the 

Scottish Event Campus, Glasgow, 

over the long weekend of 

February 23-25, Model Rail 

Scotland drew large crowds 

from across the UK and 

further afield. Indeed, 

it was especially 

busy on the Friday 

when I visited, with 

extensive coverage 

following in local 

and national 

media outlets.

With over 50 layouts 

on display, the large hall was 

dominated by the first outing of 

Mick Worrall’s ‘Eastfield TMD’, 

a giant 70ft by 40ft ‘O’ gauge 

re-creation of the famous 

Scottish Region diesel depot in 

the mid-1980s. Providing an 

CROWDS FLOCK TO SEE 50 OF THE 
BEST AT MODEL RAIL SCOTLAND

Rapido’s stand at Model Rail 

Scotland revealed progress 

on several fronts, including 

decorated samples of the 

Highland Railway ‘Jones 

Goods’ 4-6-0, plus early

prototypes of the LBSC ‘E1’ 

0-6-0T and Port of Par 

Bagnall 0-4-0STs, the latter 

looking especially cute! 

RAPIDO SHOWS PROGRESS 00
GAUGE

George Dent makes his annual pilgrimage to the SEC Glasgow for one of the 
most popular shows on the exhibition calendar.

excellent showcase for countless 

‘O’ gauge diesels, the layout 

required an articulated lorry to 

deliver the layout’s baseboards. 

Although technical issues 

plagued the first day, the 

sheer scale of the 

layout – and the 

quality of the 

modelling – 

ensured that 

the crowds were 

still entertained. 

Another couple of 

attractive depot-themed 

layouts caught my eye, 

including ‘Brunswick Yard’ and 

‘Gresty Bridge’, while the fictitious 

‘Fountainhall TMD’ – by Derek 

Scott and Jonathan Webb – 

featured identifiable elements of 

several famous BR diesel depots, 

providing plenty of inspiration for 

one of my future projects.

This was another great 

exhibition organised by the 

AMRSS, with the usual ultra-

friendly atmosphere and with 

plenty of practical 

demonstrations, traders and 

manufacturers displaying their 

wares, there was something for 

everyone. I’m already looking 

forward to next year!

Web: www.modelrail-scotland.

co.uk

RAPIDO PUTS OUT THE FIRE 
Announced just days before 

the Glasgow show was 

Rapido’s Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 

fireless locomotive. In 

pre-diesel days, numerous 

industries employed fireless 

locomotives in environments 

where fire, sparks and heat 

were not suitable, such as fuel 

depots, munitions works, 

paper and timber mills or 

chemical plants.

Fuelled from a stationary 

boiler sited in a safe area, 

What’s planned?

◆ 965001 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Bowaters No. 2 (Kent)
◆ 965002 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, lined Caledonian blue
◆ 965003 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Croda Chemicals
◆ 965004 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Shell Mex
◆ 965005 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Bowaters No. 1, 
(Ellesmere Port)
◆ 965006 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Boots No. 2
◆ 965007 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Doon Valley Railway 
(preserved)
◆ 965008 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, Gloucester Corporation
◆ 965009 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, CEGB
◆ 965010 Andrew Barclay fireless 0-4-0, lined maroon
Price? £139.95 (DCC-ready), £249.95 (DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? TBC

Web: www.rapidotrains.co.uk

00
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fireless locomotives would be 

filled with a mix of boiling water 

and steam at high pressure, 

with which they could usually 

operate for up to four hours 

before refilling. 

Andrew Barclay was one of 

the biggest builders of fireless 

locomotives in Britain 

between 1913-61 and Rapido’s 

model depicts one of the 

company’s most numerous 

designs, the ‘Caledonia’.

Ten di�erent versions will be 

o�ered, covering industrial 

users from across the UK, 

with minor detail 

di�erences where 

appropriate. Models will be 

supplied with detail bags, 

providing optional oil and 

electric lamps, cab doors 

and shutters. Speakers 

will be pre-installed, 

along with a socket for 

an ESU E24 decoder. 

The project has now 

entered the tooling phase 

and all models are 

available to pre-order 

now at Rapido stockists.

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

News

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
http://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
http://www.rapidotrains.co.uk
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In a welcome move, Accurascale 

has acquired the tooling for the 

Hattons SECR P Class 0-6-0T and 

the Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST. 

New production runs of both 

locomotives were already well 

under way before Hattons 

announced its closure, with 

decorated samples of the latter 

recently revealed. 

Accurascale will now oversee 

the production of these models, 

with all existing pre-orders 

having been transferred. The 

balance of 

models will 

be available 

only via the 

Accurascale 

website, with 

delivery expected 

later this year. 

A minor price rise 

has occurred for 

each model, but 

at £99.95 each 

they still represent 

amazing value. 

Also acquired by Accurascale 

is the Hattons ‘Warwell’ wagon, 

which was also undergoing 

a new production run. These 

ACCURASCALE ACQUIRES HATTONS TOOLS

Each of the manufacturers 

used Model Rail Scotland as 

a means of displaying 

progress on various projects, 

with Bachmann’s new 

Class 31s and Farish LMS ‘Twins’ 

drawing much attention. 

However, one of the biggest 

developments – literally – was 

Heljan’s first engineering 

prototype of the LNER ‘U1’ 

Beyer-Garratt.

Recreating the largest steam 

locomotive ever to run on 

Britain’s railways, the 

2-8-0+0-8-2T looks impressive 

in ‘OO’, with extensive use of 

die-cast metal giving the model 

a very purposeful air. A variety 

of alternative castings were 

also on display, revealing the 

detail di�erences being catered 

for by Heljan’s tooling. 

Heljan also displayed the 

GWR gas turbine 18100, 

produced exclusively for Rails 

of She�ield, along with early 

arrivals of its all-new 

‘OO’ gauge Class 47, some of 

which are now in stock at 

retailers, along with several 

attractive new versions of the 

Class 57. Look out for full 

reviews of the ‘47’ and ‘57’ 

in next month’s issue.

Web: www.heljan.co.uk

RUSTON & HORNSBY ‘88DS’ MOVES FORWARD
Accurascale’s first ‘O’ gauge 

locomotive project, the Ruston & 

Hornsby ‘88DS’, is progressing 

O
GAUGE

HELJAN REVEALS BEYER-GARRATT EP 00
GAUGE

Rapido’s latest ‘OO’ wagon 

project tackles the long-lived 

Caledonian Railway Dia. 67 

general goods van. Over 

1,000 examples were 

constructed by private 

wagon builders such as R.Y. 

Pickering and Motherwell 

Wagon & Rolling Stock Co., 

with examples working far 

and wide across Scotland 

and England, with several 

examples finding second 

RAPIDO TO DELIVER THE CALEDONIAN GOODS 00
GAUGE

careers with industrial operators 

including Cadbury and the 

National Coal Board. 

Featuring brass axle bearings, 

variations to brake gear, axleboxes 

and spring patterns, 22 di�erent 

versions will be produced by 

Rapido, spanning pre-Grouping, 

‘Big Four’, BR and industrial 

liveries. The project is at the 

design stage, but pre-orders are 

being taken now.

Price: £34.95 each

When’s it due? TBC

Web: www.rapidotrains.co.uk

well, with decorated samples on 

display at Model Rail Scotland. 

The manufacturer also recently 

announced an exclusive version 

of the ‘88DS’ in Tarmac livery, 

which will be available only from 

Accurascale’s website. Depicting 

655/29/38 (Works No. 518494), 

this was the last ‘88DS’ to be 

built, entering service in 1967 at 

Tarmac’s plant at Hayes, 

Middlesex, where it worked until 

preservation beckoned at the 

Swanage Railway in 1990.

The ‘88DS’ is still on course 

for delivery early next year, 

with sound recordings due to 

commence as this issue was 

being prepared. Models can be 

pre-ordered now.

Price: £229.99 (DCC-ready), 

£319.99 (DCC sound-fitted)

Web: www.accurascale.com

00
GAUGE

models will remain at £25.00 

each and they’re expected to 

arrive in April, again being 

available direct from Accurascale. 

Web: www.accurascale.com

Opening the box

http://www.rapidotrains.co.uk
http://www.heljan.co.uk
http://www.accurascale.com
http://www.accurascale.com


Available to order NOW from RapidoTrains.co.uk or your local Rapido Trains UK stockist

NO SMOKE
WITHOUT FIRE

The first British fireless locomotive in OO Gauge 
ready-to-run, including one of the last working 

industrial steam locomotives in the UK.

DC/Silent £139.95  DCC Sound-Fitted £249.95

3D-Printed Sample

http://RapidoTrains.co.uk
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Following the success of its 

‘N’ gauge models, Revolution 

Trains is to o�er the popular 

Class 320 and Class 321 EMUs 

in ‘OO’ gauge. 

Introduced in the late 1980s, 

the three-car Class 320s have 

carried various Strathclyde PTE 

and ScotRail schemes during 

their careers, while the four-car 

‘321s’ have operated on various 

routes from London to East 

Anglia and the Midlands, as 

well as a small fleet working 

on services between Leeds 

and Doncaster.

CLASS 320 AND 321 EMUs FOR ‘OO’

REVOLUTION GM PROGRESS
The latest decorated 

samples of Revolution Trains’ 

‘N’ gauge Class 66 were on 

display at Model Rail Scotland, 

featuring Freightliner green 

and GBRf Europorte liveries. 

Also on show was 

In Brief

ALCAN PCA FOR ‘N’?
Following the arrival of 

the ‘OO’ gauge PCA Alcan 

tanks (see review on page 96), 

Revolution Trains is now 

considering an ‘N’ gauge 

version. The plan is to o�er 

similar levels of detail to the 

‘OO’ wagons, with models 

again o�ered in packs of four 

at a similar price.

However, before 

committing to the project, the 

team is asking for modellers 

to express an interest for the 

‘N’ gauge version, via the 

Revolution website, with 

the deadline set for April 30. 

If demand is deemed to be 

su�icient, then the project 

will move forward.

Web: 

www.revolutiontrains.com

00
GAUGE
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37403 EXCLUSIVE FOR THE SRPS 

WARLEY CLUB REVEAL NEW EVENT
Warley Model Railway Club and Statfold Narrow 

Gauge Museum Trust will hold a model railway 

showcase at Statfold Country Park this autumn. 

Taking place over October 12-13, the event will 

feature a range of working layouts, plus retailers, 

The Scottish Railway Preservation Society (SRPS) has 

commissioned Accurascale to produce an exclusive model of 

Class 37 37403 Isle of Mull. Capturing the prototype as it appeared 

following its overhaul in 2016, it will sport BR ‘large logo’ blue livery 

and feature the correct cast bogies and Western Region-style upper 

lamp brackets. Preserved by the SRPS since the early 2000s, 37403 

has been hired to DRS and other main line operators. The limited 

edition model can be pre-ordered now, direct from the SRPS website.

Price: £169.99 (DCC-ready), £259.99 (DCC sound-fitted)

When’s it due? Q4 2025

Availability: www.srps.org.uk

a production sample of 

59101 Village of Whatley. 

The first of Revolution’s ‘59s’ 

were reaching stockists as 

this issue went to press.

Web: 

www.revolutiontrains.com
G
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The Revolution team is 

also looking to o�er the 

recently converted Class 321/4 

parcels units. 

Featuring full internal and 

external lighting, power 

conductors between cars will 

allow a single 21pin DCC decoder 

to be fitted per set, with the 

added options of sound and 

DCC-operated pantographs.

The project is currently at the 

design stage, with more accurate 

prices to be announced once the 

venture has been costed fully.

Estimated Prices: Class 320 

£300, Class 321 £350 

(plus £100 each for 

DCC sound-fitted versions)

Web: www.revolutiontrains.com

PICK UP AN MR EXCLUSIVE AT 

ALLY PALLY MODELLING FESTIVAL
The Model Railway Club’s London Festival of Railway Modelling will take 

place at Alexandra Palace over the weekend of March 16-17. As well as 

over 40 layouts, a number of leading manufacturers and a wide range 

of specialist retailers will also be in attendance.

Thanks to Kernow Model Rail Centre, visitors will have the chance to 

browse Model Rail’s full range of exclusive ‘OO’ gauge locomotives, 

including our new ‘OO’ Class 11s and ‘PWM’ diesels, plus the latest 

batch of LNER ‘Y1/Y3’ Sentinels, ‘J70s’ and BR ‘16XXs’. There may even 

be a special o�er or two!

Where is it? Alexandra Palace, London N22 7AY

Times: Sat 1000-1700, Sun 1000-1630

Web: www.alexandrapalace.com (or https://bit.ly/3V3Lk5Y)

demonstrations, access to the museum’s collection 

and train rides on the 2ft and 12½in gauge railways.

On-site parking and a free bus service from 

Tamworth station and town centre will be available.

Web: www.thewarleyshow.co.uk

SUBURBANS GET MAROONED
As the first batch of Accurascale’s 

Mk 1 non-corridor suburban 

coaches move closer to 

delivery, details of the follow-up 

production run have emerged, 

with BR maroon livery to be 

featured for the first time. 

Decorated samples from the 

first production run were on 

display at Model Rail Scotland, 

showing o� an impressive level of 

interior and exterior detail.
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http://www.alexandrapalace.com
https://bit.ly/3V3Lk5Y
http://www.srps.org.uk
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http://www.thewarleyshow.co.uk
http://www.revolutiontrains.com
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3D-PRINTED WAGON PARTS AT THE READY
This pack of 3D-printed wagon 

parts from West Hill Wagon 

Works will greatly enhance 

a post-1970 depot scene. 

Consisting of six timber 

pallets loaded with a variety 

of components, including 

Oleo bu�ers, SKF-branded 

roller bearing axleboxes, coil 

springs, brake discs and air 

reservoir tanks.

After painting, the parts really 

come to life, with a wealth of 

detail contained within the 3D 

renderings. Part of a huge range 

of lineside detailing accessories, 

the wagon parts set is also 

available in ‘O’ gauge. 

Product: 3D-printed ‘OO’ Pallets 

with Wagon Parts

Price: £5.95 (‘OO’), £8.49 (‘O’)

Availability:

West Hill Wagon Works

Web:

www.westhillwagonworks.co.uk

COAL TUBS THAT SUIT 

WESTERN STEAM DEPOTS

It’s now much easier to replicate 

locomotive coaling operations 

on the GWR network, thanks to 

Modelu. Wheeled coaling tubs 

are available, with a pack 

containing a pair each of tender 

and tank locomotive types, 

along with a set of ramps 

(scanned from those at Didcot 

Railway Centre’s GWR coaling 

stage), plus a suitable figure 

who’s putting his back into the 

job of pushing a tub into 

position. Together, these will 

add the finishing touch to 

a typical GWR shed scene.

The ‘OO’ versions are 

illustrated here, but each pack is 

also available in all other scales.

Products: 2745-076 GWR 

Coaling Stage Tubs (£7.50), 

2747-076 GWR Coaling Stage 

Ramps (£4.50), 11315-076 Coaler 

figure (£4.50)

Availability: Modelu

Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

00
GAUGE

A new addition to the Model 

Scene range of kits, made in the 

Czech Republic, is this small brick 

shed. Formed from a mix of 

laser-cut fibreboard and wood 

components, assembly 

instructions are provided, and 

the parts are designed to slot 

easily together, with the ‘comb’ 

style corners of the main walls 

producing an ultra-neat 

appearance, free of any 

unsightly gaps.

To add depth, the windowsills, 

lintels, window and door frames 

are supplied as separate parts, 

while strap hinges and latch 

add even more realism to the 

door. A few of the thin wooden 

parts split along the grain, while 

cutting from the fret, especially 

the front valance, but they were 

easy to repair. 

The fibreboard parts have 

a pleasing texture which, once 

painted, mimics that of real 

CZECH OUT THIS HANDY LITTLE SHED

masonry. At 1:87 scale (‘HO’), the 

shed is modest in size (60mm by 

30mm), but the proportions do 

not look out of place within a ‘OO’ 

setting, especially in terms of the 

door height. Furthermore, the 

Continental styling may preclude 

it from UK domestic use, but it 

looks at home within an industrial 

or agricultural setting. The kit is 

also available in ‘N’ gauge.

Product: Model Scene 98527 

Brick Shed kit

Price: £6.90

Availability: Scale Model Shop

Web:www.scalemodelshop.co.uk

PRESERVED CRAVENS RT DUO FROM EFE
Representing the first newly tooled die-cast buses 

since Bachmann Europe acquired the EFE range is 

the Cravens RT, with a handful of versions 

announced last year which are now available. 

However, among Bachmann’s Spring 2024 plans is 

a special limited-edition 

twin-pack, depicting the last 

two surviving examples of 

these unusual buses.

O�ered in a special 

presentation pack is RT1431 in 

London Transport red/cream 

and RT1499 in LT green/cream, both adorned with 

the logos of current heritage operator Ensignbus. 

The models are due to arrive later this year, but 

they can be pre-ordered now at your local 

Bachmann/EFE Road stockist.

Product: EFE Road E99943 

Cravens RT Ensignbus 

twin-pack

Price: £89.95

Availability: Bachmann 

stockists

Web:www.bachmann.co.uk
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http://www.westhillwagonworks.co.uk
http://www.bachmann.co.uk
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http://www.modelu3d.co.uk


www.model-rail.co.uk 17

NOCH’S MASTER WILLOW
Noch has recently introduced 

a range of ‘Master Trees’, o�ering 

superior ready-made renditions of 

specific species series. Featured 

here is a Weeping 

Willow, standing 

150mm tall (about 

37ft tall in ‘OO’), 

consisting of 

a hand-worked 

wire trunk and 

characteristic 

branches and 

a variety of foliage 

tones. Additional leaf-e�ect 

material adds even more texture, 

and the tree comes ready to plant.

There were a few loose pieces 

of foliage on this sample, which 

would benefit from a trim, but the 

overall e�ect is impressive. 

Suitable for ‘TT:120’, ‘OO’ and, if 

recreating a younger tree, 

‘O’ gauge, it will look attractive in 

a garden or riverside setting. (PM)

Product:

Noch 20115 Weeping Willow

Price: £21.00

Availability: Noch stockists or 

Gaugemaster

Web:www.gaugemasterretail.com

POST-WAR PEEPS
Another element of 

Bachmann’s 2024 production 

schedule is several new figure 

packs under the Scenecraft 

brand. Supplied fully painted, 

the packs include a mix of male 

and female characters in 

period fashions for the 

immediate and later post-War 

eras, including elegant flight 

attendants, de-mobbed service 

personnel and even a few 

sharp-suited Teddy Boys! 

There’s also a set devoted to 

hikers and dog walkers.

Product: Bachmann Scenecraft 

36-427/429/442/443 

figure packs 

Price: £13.95 per pack

Availability:

Bachmann stockists

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

GET THAT FADED LOOK

It may resemble cat vomit, but MIG Productions’ 
Sun Bleach is a useful enamel-based filter that 
helps to produce faded, 
weather-worn effects. After 
a thorough shake, 
the Sun Bleach 
fluid can be 
brushed over 
a painted 
surface (or 
sprayed via an 
airbrush) and left to dry. The 
immediate result looks a little strange, thanks to 
the yellow-green hue imparted on the subject. 

However, following with a brushed layer of 
a darker brown/grey weathering wash, 
removing the excess with cotton swabs, 
produces an authentically faded appearance, 
with the added hint of mould or algae growth. 
The early BR shipping container, treated here, 
took on a convincing appearance which will 
suit its intended use as a static storage unit 
within a depot scene.

The Sun Bleach can be inter-mixed with other 
enamel-based filters and washes, and brushes 
can be cleaned with enamel thinners.
Product: MIG Sun Bleach enamel filter, 35ml
Price: £3.39
Availability: Wayland Games
Web: www.waylandgames.co.uk

LAYOUT-

BUILDING 

ESSENTIALS

This handy 
plastic carry 
case contains 
a handful of 
essential hand 
tools for layout 
building and 
tracklaying. Inside the foam-lined case is 
a set of high quality Xuron rail cutters, 
fine-nosed pliers, a mini hammer, flexible 
sanding block (which can double as a track 
cleaning block), a pin pushing tool and 
a bag of track pins.

While the rail cutters are a highlight of the 
set, the adjustable pin pusher is a tool that 
every layout builder will appreciate, making it 
easier to drive track pins into a baseboard 
without the risk of bending or breaking them. 
It works well with the supplied Hornby pins, 
but also with Peco’s much finer fixings.

The pliers are ideal for adding or removing 
rail joiners and the hammer is small and light 
enough to work into restricted spaces, 
including between the rails of ‘OO’ track.
Product: Hornby AG9163 tool set
Price: £44.99
Availability: Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

ON THE WORKBENCH

What new items have appeared in George’s workshop this month?

Timed well to mark the RNLI’s 

bi-centenary, it’s great to see two 

new additions to the Scalescenes 

range of downloadable kits, in 

MAN THE LIFEBOATS! 00
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the form of an RNLI Lifeboat 

station and a 52ft Barnett 

class lifeboat. Both available in 

2mm and 4mm scales and, 

following the usual Scalescenes 

principle, the parts can be printed 

out as many times as you like. 

The Lifeboat station includes 

a fully detailed interior (including 

winch), working launch cradle 

and slipway, while the roof is 

removable, and the doors can be 

modelled open or closed. The 

printed external layers feature 

a suitably tide-weathered 

appearance.

The Barnett Class 

lifeboat is o�ered as 

a separate kit and can be built in 

full or in ‘waterline’ form. There’s 

a facility to edit the boat’s name 

before printing and plenty of 

deck detail parts are provided, 

including a jig to create handrails 

and lifelines. Model Rail’s Chris 

Leigh couldn’t wait to start 

building these kits, so look out for 

the results in a future issue.

Product: T040a Lifeboat, 

T040b Lifeboat Station

Price: £5.99 each

Availability: Scalescenes

Web: www.scalescenes.com
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GAUGE

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.hornby.com
http://www.waylandgames.co.uk
http://www.gaugemasterretail.com
http://www.bachmann.co.uk
http://www.scalescenes.com


April 5-6

SUTTON COLDFIELD, WEST MIDS.

West Midlands Railway Society. Trinity 

Centre, Church Hill, Mill Street, Sutton 

Coldfield B72 1TF. Times: Fri 1300-1800, 

Sat 0930-1630. Admission: Adults £5, 

Accompanied under-16s free. 

April 6

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX. Chelmsford 

& District Model Railway Club. St 

Augustine of Canterbury Church, St 

Augustine’s Way (o� Beardsley Drive), 

Springfield, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 

6GX. Time: 1000-1630. Admission:

Adults £3, Under-16s £1. Tel: 01245 

264028. Web: https://bit.ly/3IkVtUx

Email: secretary@cdmrc.co.uk

LEICESTER. Railway Gala Day 

with Model Railways. Abbey 

Pumping Station, Corporation Road, 

Leicester LE4 5PX. Time: 1130-1600. 

Admission: Free. Email: enquiries@

abbeypumpingstation.org

NORWICH. Norwich Railway Heritage & 

Model Society. Hellesdon High School, 

Middletons Lane, Norwich NR6 5SB. 

Time: 1000-1600. Admission: Adults 

£6, Accompanied under-16s free.

Web: www.norhams.org.uk

UCKFIELD, EAST SUSSEX. Uckfield 

Model Railway Club, Open Day. Luxford 

Centre, Library Way, Uckfield, East 

Sussex TN22 1AR. Time: 1000-1500. 

Admission: Admission free (donation). 

Email: trevdeecj@btinternet.com

HORSHAM, WEST SUSSEX. Horsham 

Model Railway Club Open Day. St 

Leonards Church Hall, Cambridge 

Road, Horsham, West Sussex RH13 5ED. 

Time: 1000-1600. Admission: Adults £2, 

Children £1, Under-5s free. Web: www.

horshammrc.org.uk

April 6-7

COTGRAVE, NOTTS. Bingham MRC. 

Cotgrave Welfare Scheme 25-37

Woodview, Cotgrave, Nottinghamshire 

NG12 3PJ. Times: Sat: 1000-1630, Sun: 

1000-1600. Admission: Adults £5, 

Under-16s free, Mobility impaired free. 

Web: www.bingham-model-rail.co.uk

EDINBURGH, LOTHIAN. Pentland 

MRG. St Mary’s Church Hall, 

Dalmahoy, Edinburgh EH27 8EB. 

Times: Sat 1000-1630, Sun 1130-1600. 

Admission: Adults £4, Children (5-15) £1. 

Web: www.lothianmodelrail.co.uk

April 13

BASSINGBOURN, CAMBS. Royston 

& District MRC. Bassingbourn Village 

College, Brook Road, Bassingbourn, 

near Royston SG8 5NP. Time:

1030-1600. Admission: Adults £5, 

Accompanied children free. Web: www.

roystondmrc.co.uk

ORPINGTON, KENT. Orpington and 

District MRS. Pratts Bottom Village 

Hall, Norsted Lane, Pratts Bottom, 

Orpington, Kent BR6 7PQ. Time:

1000-1700. Admission: Adults £6, 

Children £1.50. Web: www.odmrs.

uk Email: exhibitions-mbox@odmrs.

uk Facebook: www.facebook.

com/OrpingtonandDistrictModel

RailwaySociety

REDRUTH, CORNWALL. Helston 

& Falmouth MRC. Pool Academy, 

Church Road, Pool TR15 3PZ. Times:

Sat: 1000-1700, Sun: 1000-1600. 

Admission: Adults £7, Under-16s 

£4, Family £14. Web: www.hfmrc.uk

Email: exhibitions@hfmrc.uk

SHEFFIELD, SOUTH YORKS.

Exhibition. Birkdale School, Oakholme 

Road, She�ield S10 3DH. Times: Sat 1000-

1700, Sun 1000-1630. Admission:

Adults £8, Accompanied under-16s 

£3. Tel: 07768 513880. Web:www.

she�ieldmodelrailwayenthusiasts.com

April 20

WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTS.

De Havilland MRS. Ludwick Way 

Methodist Church, Ludwick Way, 

Welwyn Garden City AL7 3PN. 

Time: 1000-1700. Admission:

Adults £5, Children £2, Under-5s 

free. Tel: 07989 688750. Web: www.

dhmrs.co.uk Email: secretary@

dhmrs.co.uk Facebook: www.

facebook.com/dhmodelrailway

BAWDESWELL, NORFOLK. 32A MRC. 

Bawdeswell Village Hall, Reepham 

Road, Bawdeswell, Norfolk NR20 4RU. 

Time: 1000-1600. Admission: Adults 

£6, Concessions £5, Children £3, 

Under-14s free. Tel: 07717 502597. 

Web: www.32amrc.co.uk

April 20-21

MACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE.

Macclesfield Model Railway. 

Tytherington High School, 

Tytherington, Macclesfield, Cheshire 

SK10 2EE. Times: Sat 1000-1700, 

Sun 1000-1630. Admission: Adults 

£9, Accompanied children free. 

Tel: 07796 457978. Web: www.

macclesfieldmrg.org.uk Email:

queries@macclesfieldmrg.org.uk

April 27

CRAWLEY, WEST SUSSEX. Crawley 

Model Railway Society. Milton Mount 

School, Grattons Drive, Pound Hill, 

Crawley, RH10 3AG. Time: 1100-1600. 

Admission: Adults £3, Accompanied 

under-16s free. Web: www.

crawleymrs.org.uk Email: cmrs.

secretary@gmail.com
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March 23

BECKENHAM, KENT. Beckenham 

and West Wickham Model Railway 

Club, Vintage Model Railway Show. 

Forest Hill Boys School, Dacre Road, 

Forest Hill, London SE23 2XN. Time:

1000-1630. Admission: Adults £10, 

Under-15s free. Tel: 07545 469610. 

Web: www.bwwmrc.co.uk

BELPER, DERBYS. Strutt’s Centre, 

A6 Derby Road, Belper DE56 1UU. 

Time: 1000-1600. Admission:

Adults £5, Children £2 (5-16). 

Web: www.bmrg.co�eecup.com

Email: BelperModelRailwayGroup@

outlook.com Facebook: www.

facebook.com/BelperMRG

March 23-24

NAILSEA, NORTH SOMERSET.

Nailsea & District MRC. Nailsea 

School, Mizzymead Road, Nailsea 

BS48 2LE. Times: Sat: 1000-1700, 

Sun: 1000-1600. Admission:

Adults £8, Children (5-16) £2, 

Family £18.00 (2+2). Web: www.

nailsea-district-mrc.co.uk

CREWE, CHESHIRE. Modern Image 

O Gauge show. Crewe Heritage 

Centre, Vernon Way, Cheshire CW1 

2DB. Times: Sat: 1000-1630, Sun: 

1000-1530. Admission: Adults £10, 

Accompanied children (0-15) free, 

Unaccompanied children £5. Web:

www.modernimageogauge.co.uk/

exhibition-2024.html

GOOLE, YORKS. Carlton Railway 

Society. Howden School, Derwent 

Rd, Howden DN14 7AL. Times:

Sat 1000-1700, Sun 1000-

1600. Admission: Adults £7.50, 

Accompanied under-12s free. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

carltonrailwaysociety

EXHIBITION DIARY – MARCH–APRIL 2024

Unusual scenes captured by the lens of Chris Nevard
Every year, all railway 
employees would have to 
undertake a full health check, 
including the horses used for 
shunting. Part of the test was 

to ensure that, in the event of a 
motive power shortage, 
employees were capable of 
at least being able to pull or 
push a wagon around the 

yard. To ensure fairness, a 
dynamometer car was used 
for the test, with staff given 
financial incentives to exceed 
expectations. Needless to 

say, the horses regularly 
triumphed over their two-
legged colleagues, and were 
rewarded with extra apples 
and even the occasional beer.

…and finally

Opening the box Extra
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HORNBY

R30200 Railroad 0-4-0ST BR 
............................£43.19

R30221 The Railway Children 
Return 4F............£125.99

R3527 N15 SR Black  ‘Camelot’
..........................£139.45

R3635 BR Lord Nelson ‘Lord 
Rodney’ ..............£152.95

R3681 LMS Duchess......£184.00

R3728 BR PUG.................£63.00

R3781 K&ESR Terrier........£80.75

R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire
..........................£171.00

R3839 BR Standard 2MT Green
.........................................£196.20

R3993 LNER A4 Empire of India
.........................................£196.20

R30126 LNER W1
(Smoke Lifting Cowl) 
..........................£229.05

R30134 LMS Turbomotive 6202
.........................................£239.85

R30317 Railroad M&GNJR 0-4-0T
............................£49.50

R30228 LMS Coronation Queen
Mary...................£217.79

R30282 BR 8F 48378 ......£225.00

R30281 LMS 8F 8310......£225.00

R30319 Railroad GWR 14xx£67.50

Train Packs/Sets

R3299 1945 Going Home
.........................................£259.45

R3873 5-car APT...............£430.20

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3373 Class 71 BR Green  
w/panel ..............£134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue £134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green
..........................£134.95 

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars.£71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ....£71.99

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 30.06.24.

You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £4.00 

• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 

• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £10.00 

• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 

01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn 
............................£71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue £153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania
............................£98.99

R3895 R&H 88DS Rowntree
..........................£102.59

R3896 R&H 88DS BR 84
..........................£102.59

R3899 BR Class 08 yellow
..........................£166.95

R3900 GWR Cornwall Class 08
..........................£159.30

R3901 Cl 60 Colas .........£161.99

R30010 Sentinel Hitachi .....£98.09

R30013 R&H 48DS Gower Princess 
............................£98.10

R30026 GBRf Class 60.....£206.09

R30042TTS Cl. 47 R.O.G
sound .................£108.90

R30073 Cl. 56 BR Blue.....£196.19

R30083 Sentinel 0-6-0 P o B
............................£98.09 

R30084 Sentinel 0-6-0 M.S.C.
............................£98.09

R30099 East Coast Trains HST
..........................£326.69

R30115 Cl08 Blue 604 Phantom      
..........................£167.40

R30121 BR Cl.08 Black (NRM)          
..........................£185.99

R30178 Cl. 67 DB Royal Diamond
(RR plus) ...............£87.30

R30180 BR Cl.37 Intercity ..£87.30

R30181 Class 57 GWR Tintagel 
Castle ...................£87.30

R30184 Cl. 67 Colas (RR plus)
............................£87.30

R30185 BR Class 37 Large Logo
............................£87.30

R30191 BR Departmental Class 
40(97) ..................£87.30

R30203 Class 121 Coca-Cola
............................£87.30

R30223 DRS Class 66........£87.30

R30166 VTEC Cl. 91 BoB Memorial
......................... £201.60

R30031 BR Class 87 Intercity
..........................£196.20

R30030 BR Class 87 Large Logo
..........................£196.20

R30167 Class 66 Fastline Freight
............................£87.30

R30150 GBRf Class 66 Grey
............................£87.30

R30151 GBRf Class 66 HS2 Green
..............................£87.3

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop..............£2.50 
R207 Track Fixing Pins .....£3.25

R600 Straight...................£2.15

R601 Double Straight .......£1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius.....£2.55

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad.
..............................£3.25

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .......£2.15

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad.
..............................£3.25

R608 Curve 3rd Rad.........£2.55

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad.
..............................£3.25

R610 Short Straight..........£1.65

R614 LH Diamond Crossing
............................£13.95

R615 RH Diamond Crossing
............................£13.95

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ....£3.95

R618 Double Isolating Rail £9.90

R620 Railer Uncoupler ......£6.95

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. .£2.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad..£2.25

R8072 LH Point................£11.85

R8073 RH Point ...............£11.85

R8074 LH Curved Point ....£18.85

R8075 RH Curved Point ....£18.85

R8076 Y Point..................£13.90

R8077 LH Express Point ...£18.85

R8078 RH Express Point ...£18.85

R8261 4th Radius Curve.....£2.80

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge.............£16.20

R169 Junction Home Signal
............................£16.85

R170 Junction Distant Signal
............................£16.85

R171 Single Home Signal£12.90

R172 Single Distant Signal
............................£12.90

R189 Single Brick Bridge £12.80

R406 Colour Light Signal ..£9.90

R574 Trackside Accessories
............................£14.90

R626 Point Underlay.........£6.90

R636 Double Level Crossing
............................£28.80

R645 Single Level Crossing
............................£18.85

R658 Inclined Pier Set ......£9.90
R659 High Level Pier Set ..£8.10

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform .....£4.00

R462 Large Curve Platform
..............................£4.00

R463 Small Curve Platform
..............................£4.00

R464 Platform Ramp ........£3.00

R510 Platform Shelter ....£14.85

R8003 Water Tower..........£14.85

R8007 Booking Hall..........£26.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch..........£10.75

R046 Two Way Switch ....£10.75

R047 On/Off Switch........£10.75

R602 Power Connecting Clip
..............................£2.80

R8014 Point Motor .............£9.45

R8015 Point Motor Housing £6.60

Hornby TTS sound decoders .£37.80

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest 
............................£94.99

31-117 BR 4MT tender loco
..........................£178.45

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD .£118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered
..........................£102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ......£115.90

31-442 LMS Ivatt 2mt tank
..........................£140.20

31-443 BR Ivatt 2mt tank.£140.20

31-462A C Class BR Early..£106.20

31-481 Class G2A  BR Early
......................... £114.70

31-617 LNER V3 Tank loco
..........................£144.45

31-635B GWR 64xx...........£118.95

31-932 DC BR Compound 
.........................................£127.75

31-932 BR Compound Early
..........................£169.95

31-933A BR Compound Late
..........................£169.95

31-976B BR 3mt green......£140.20

32-131A GWR 4575..........£140.20

32-132 BR 45xx green ....£140.20

32-883 BRITISH RAILWAYS
Fairburn..............£157.20

35-026A  BR 94xx BR Early 9481
.........................................£140.20

35-025B  GWR 94xx Green 9466
.........................................£140.20

35-200 LNER green V2....£195.45

35-201 BR black V2 ........£195.45
BACHMANN

Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E83031 Class 144 BR WYPTE 
Metro..................£212.45

E83022 Class 144 BR Provincial
..........................£212.45

E84005 Class 58 Railfreight 
redstripe .............£157.20

E84006 Class 58 Railfreight Coal 
sector .................£157.20

E84007 Class 58 Mainline£157.20

31-265A Class 419 MLV BR green
..........................£135.95

31-267A Class 419 MLV Blue/Grey
..........................£135.95

31-578 Windhoff MPV NR Yellow
..........................£271.95

31-579 Windhoff MPV NR Orange
..........................£271.95

32-415 BR Class 24 green
..........................£152.45

32-416 Cl24 BR Blue.......£152.95

32-444 BR Class 24 RTC.£152.95

32-613SF Class 90 Intercity Sound 
..........................£280.45

32-620SF Class 90 Freightliner 
Sound.................£280.45 

32-755A Cl57 Arriva Wales.£157.20

32-908 Cl108 Blue/Grey ..£203.95

35-312 Class 37 BR Blue Thornaby 
TMD..................................£212.45

35-418 BR Class 47 Construction
..........................£203.95

35-419 BR Class 47 Rft 
Distribution .........£203.95

35-526 Cl 121 Blue/Grey.£131.70

35-527 Cl 121 Network 
Southeast ...........£131.70

35-351 Class 20 BR green
......................... £152.95

35-357 BR Class 20 Rft...£152.95

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

2570 Class 25/3 BR Blue 7513

 .......................... £177.65

2549 Class25/3 BR Blue 25323 
 .......................... £177.65

2548 Class 25/3 Green FYE  
7561  ................. £177.65

2547 Class 25/3 BR Blue 25301    
 .......................... £177.65

2546 Class 25/3 BR Blue 25904     
 .......................... £177.65

2545 Class 25/3 ETHEL2 
UNPOWERED ...... £177.65

2544 Class 25/3 BR Blue 25095   
 .......................... £177.65

2543 Class 25/3 Green SYP 
D5243 ............... £177.65

2540 Class 25/3 ETHEL1 
UNPOWERED ...... £177.65

LARGE RANGE OF QUALITY SECOND HAND MODEL RAIL IN STOCK

EXHIBITIONS 2024
London March 16th & 17th • Cheltenham 6th-7th April • Ross on Wye 17th-18th 

August • Swansea 14th-15th September • Cheltenham 26th-27th October

mailto:sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk
http://www.herefordmodels.com


For over a decade, we have been purchasing model railways, die-cast & railwayana, 

including some of the largest single-owner collections the market has seen.

We usually operate by viewing & offering on collections in person, most often without the 

need for a list, however we are happy to make offers from lists.

At Ellis Clark Trains, we work on the basis of a friendly, professional & down-to-earth 

approach, purchasing all scales & eras, alongside Continental & American, with a 

specialised knowledge of 7mm finescale O gauge.

Please feel free to give us a call to discuss your needs.

And in case you were wondering...

Albert is the dog.

Interested In Selling
Your Collection?

01756 701 451

ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

 dave@ellisclarktrains.com

 Get In Touch!

O
r

C
on
tac

t Ellis... Or Alb

ert!

Co
ntact Dave

ellisclarktrains.com

Unit 2, Toller Court Short Bank Road Skipton BD23 2HG

mailto:dave@ellisclarktrains.com
mailto:ellis@ellisclarktrains.com
http://ellisclarktrains.com
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News Real
Our full-size railways 

are constantly 

evolving, providing 

fresh inspiration for 

modelling projects. 

BEN JONES looks 

at a few of the 

latest developments 

that could soon 

be appearing on 

our layouts. 

Testing of Transport 
for Wales’ Class 398 
tram-trains is continuing 
ahead of their planned 
introduction later this year. 
On January 26, 398005 
passes through Melton 
Mowbray on its way from 
Network Rail’s nearby Rail 
Industry Development 
Centre (RIDC) to Cardiff. 
The ‘398s’ will be able to 
operate on 25kV AC 
overhead or battery power 
and will be used on the 
Core Valleys network 
around Cardiff. 
DEREK CARRUTHERS

In February, six Tarmac JNA 
open wagons were temporarily 
modified as part of a project to 
create ‘intelligent’ freight 
vehicles that can report faults 
and loading issues in real time 
to their operators. An array of 
sensors sends status updates 
via a ‘digital spine’, similar to a 
model railway DCC power bus, 
improving safety and 
maintenance. BEN JONES

Ex-BR Class 121 ‘Bubble Car’ 55022 Flora is now owned 
and operated by Locomotive Services Ltd and recently 
returned to the main line after being comprehensively rebuilt 
as a private saloon for use in Scotland. On January 22 it runs 
into Chester while working from LSL’s Crewe base to 
Shrewsbury. PHILIP MACEY

Maintenance and testing 
specialist LORAM has applied 
its striking red/white/grey 
house colours to 37418. The 
‘37/4’ is primarily used to haul 
inspection saloon 975025 
Caroline, but on January 25 it 
was used to move a short rake 
of new Network Rail 
infrastructure wagons. 
PAUL ROBERTSON

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

News

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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George Dent had so much 
fun customising a couple of
Class 11s that a third 
example has found its way 
onto his colliery layout – 
and gained a name.

Staff Show & Tell

T
he practical aspect of last month’s 

Masterclass, featuring two of our 

exclusive new Class 11 models, was 

the most enjoyable bit of modelling 

I’ve done for a while, even if it was done in 

something of a hurry. 

Now that I have a pair of post-BR industrial 

‘11s’ at work on my layout, including a National 

Coal Board orange example (ex-12099), I’m 

a very happy bunny. More recently, while 

clearing away some boxes, I came across 

several early decorated samples, including 

more of the orange Class 11s, albeit with a few 

livery errors and several missing parts. Having 

been bumped around for months, handled by 

countless pairs of hands and not assembled to 

‘production spec’ in the first place, the samples 

were a bit rough and ready. After all, they were 

created to prove the accuracy of colour shades 

and demarcations more than anything.

While we prefer to keep an archive of 

prototypes and samples of everything we’ve 

produced under the Model Rail Exclusives 

banner, there was little point in retaining 

duplicates, so I cobbled together some spare 

detail fittings and set about creating 

a serviceable orange ‘11’. 

I also resolved to give it an identity, 

digging out some custom etched 

numberplates I commissioned from PH 

Designs some years ago, originally for one of 

our earliest Sentinel 4wVBT locomotives. 

A set of etched names surfaced too, from 

a di�erent PH Designs etched metal kit… and 

lo, NCB 18 Doreen was born! 

A heavily weathered finish was applied to 

Doreen, which seems appropriate given that 

some elements of the ‘11’ are a little ragged 

compared to the precision of the production 

models. But it definitely looks the part, 

shunting battered coal wagons around. 

Part-way through the weathering process, 
following the same process outlined last month, 
etched brass name and numberplates were 
installed. When the glue was dry, the airbrush 
was loaded and the weathering completed.

In contrast to the Class 11s treated in MR323, 
I fixed the driver figure to the cab floor. This 
Modelu 3D-printed figure had lost part of his 
forearm, but this won’t be visible when 
viewed from outside the cab.

The figure was placed carefully in a spot that 
allowed the cab to be slotted into place 
without the interior fittings disturbing him, 
while also ensuring that he could see out of 
the windscreen. 

1 2

3

A few dry runs were carried out, using 
double-sided tape to tack the driver in 
position. When I was sure he was in the right 
spot, the floor was marked and the figure 
was glued in place with thick cyano adhesive.

4

STEP
BY

STEP

Customised with etched name and 

numberplates, NCB 18 Doreen is the third 

Class 11 to enter tra�ic on George’s layout.

WANT TO SEE MORE?
Turn to page 98 to see our full range of 

exclusive Class 11 models.

EVERYONE 
NEEDS AN 
IDENTITY

Opening the box
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Following my visits to the Vale of Rheidol 

and Talyllyn lines, and with Model Rail’s

own VoR 2-6-2T locomotive progressing 

well, I thought it was time to revisit 

narrow gauge modelling. 

My initial project seeks to capture a tiny 

part of the magnificent Welsh countryside, 

focusing on a single section of track raised 

above a footpath, with a waterfall tumbling 

down from the adjacent hillside. 

With such a lot of forestry land in the 

higher reaches of the landscape, I’ve 

modelled the edge of woodland, which is 

gradually returning to life after recent 

tree-felling operations. 

The trees are a mixture of spruces 

by Primo Models, plus a few 

I’ve created from sea moss and plastic 

tree armatures, covered in static grass 

and fine scatters. Look out for 

a demonstration of this technique in 

a future issue of Model Rail, and check 

out page 60 to find out more about using 

sea moss when modelling trees.

DAVE LOWERY is building a sizeable 

fleet of ‘O’ gauge Mk 3s, destined to 

run in full-length HST sets.

It’s funny how things turn out. Building 

my modern wagons can be so much 

fun, even though certain facets of the 

job can get a little repetitive, especially 

when building long rakes.

That’s not the case when it comes to 

coaches, as I’ve never really found much 

joy in building them. Big metal boxes with 

pesky little people inside them – who 

could possibly find them enjoyable?!

Aha! But that was until I was asked to 

build some Mk 3 coaches from the 

Skytrex range. Consisting of injection-

moulded components for the main body, 

with separate sides, ends, roof and floor, 

the kits are simple to put together. The 

sides and ends, which fit together really 

well, can be painted and finished before 

assembly which, to me, makes the whole 

thing easier. Masking, painting, then 

adding lining and transfers, is much easier 

when working with flat components, 

rather than a complete bodyshell.

It’s probably just as well that I’m 

enjoying working with these kits, as 

I have plenty of them to get through. 

I’m currently on my 16th and counting…

● Dave continues his Mk 3 odyssey 

next month.

Mk 3 madness

BR Falcon Grey (Phoenix Paints) was sprayed 
onto the sides and allowed to dry. When the 
masking tape is removed, there’s bound to be 
a fine ridge along the masked edges where 
extra paint has pooled. This can be gently 
removed with a small chisel.

The whole coach side was then gloss 
varnished and allowed to dry overnight. 
Rainbow Railways has produced some red/
white lining of the correct widths for 
‘O’ gauge, so this is my next job…

3 4

After the sides were shot-blasted and primed, 
a base coat of RailMatch BR Executive Light 
Grey was applied. When dry, the surface was 
masked with strips of Aizu Micron tape (eBay 
or Amazon), plus rolls of wider Tamiya 
masking tape (try your local model shop).

1

The width of the upper band is important to 
the overall livery, so it was masked with two 
strips of Aizu Micron tape (2.5mm and 1.5mm) 
laid side-by-side. To avoid paint seeping 
between them, a thin layer of masking fluid 
was carefully applied with a cocktail stick.

2

Narrow gauge diversion
After touring the narrow gauge railways of Wales last summer, PETER MARRIOTT

has been spending his winter building a new ‘OO9’ layout.

Show & Tell

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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he exhibition season is now in full 
swing and, as is traditional, 
Revolution’s first show every year is 
Model Rail Scotland at the Scottish 

Exhibition Campus (SEC) in Glasgow during the 
last weekend of February.

The show is usually a great curtain-raiser, as it 
comes shortly after the Christmas break here and 
usually immediately after the big Lunar New Year 
shutdown in China.

Incidentally, in the Chinese zodiac we have just 
entered the year of the Dragon; widely regarded 
as a symbol of good fortune, wisdom and success. 
So fingers crossed!

Because of its fortuitous timing, Model Rail 
Scotland is often a show for announcements, and this 
year Revolution was among those unveiling plans for 
new models.

One of our o�erings is the Class 320 and 321 electric 
multiple units in ‘OO’. Having produced these in ‘N’ 
some years ago, we’ve since received numerous requests 
to upscale them – and we finally gave in! The three-car 
Class 320s continue to operate in and around Glasgow, 
so they had a particular resonance for the show visitors.

At the show, and on social media since, several 
enthusiasts have asked us if we would produce both 
motorised and unmotorised models. This would 
enable them to operate units in multiple without 
having to buy all ‘full-fat’ models.

I can understand why we are asked this: if, goes 
the reasoning, a powered three-car unit could be 
considered as a locomotive and two coaches, then an 

unpowered one is equivalent to just three coaches and 
should be significantly cheaper.

Unfortunately, this logic is flawed.
At the turn of the millennium (which seems to be the 

price/features datum point for many of us of a certain 
age!) it might have been true.

Locomotives had lights, PCBs and motors, whereas 
coaches were just painted bodyshells on wheels.

If they had an interior at all it was pretty basic, and 
features such as working, switchable lights, or 
kinematic close-coupling were largely unknown. 

The underframes, too, were usually a single moulding 
with chunky details and no separately fitted parts.

In the intervening period things have progressed. 
Most new coaches feature full interiors, usually 
painted and often with additional plastic or metal 
parts (my recently purchased ‘N’ gauge Graham Farish 
Class 158 features a photo-etched luggage rack!) as 
well as close-coupling and lighting.

For the lights to work, each axle has a pick-up and 
the model requires a PCB and, often, a DCC socket to 
allow digital users full control.

Some coaches, like the modern Mk 5s, even feature 
integrated continental-style red tail lights in every car.

And for units in particular, wired electrical couplers, 
running power through the whole train and meaning 
only one DCC decoder is needed, are commonplace.

These features enhance both realism and play value 
– but they also mean most modern coaches can be 
regarded as an unpowered locomotive; they just lack 
a motor and drive train.

With the cost of a motor no more than $5, and the cost 
of the gear train parts negligible as they are factored 
into the mouldings, it means that an unpowered unit 
would be barely any cheaper than a powered one.

Indeed, by the time the additional admin, design 
variation and production costs are factored in, it is 
quite possible that an unpowered model would cost 
more than one with a motor.

And while sometimes less is more, we think very 
few modellers will want to spend more for less.

T

Inside track 
with Ben Ando

Ben Ando is the 
founder of 
Revolution Trains 
and a regular 
contributor to 
Model Rail.

 By the time 
the additional 
admin, design 

variation and 
production 

costs are 
factored in, it 

is quite 
possible that 

an unpowered 
model would 

cost more than 
one with 

a motor 

Left: Revolution’s new PCA alumina tank wagons looked at 

home on Martin Stewart’s ‘Tulloch Bridge’ layout, which was 

on display at the Glasgow SEC – see review on page 96.

Above: The Class 320s remain a common sight around 

Glasgow, so Revolution’s announcement of a forthcoming 

‘OO’ model was well received at Model Rail Scotland. On 

February 20, 320403 calls at Hyndland on a Motherwell-

Dalmuir service. GEORGE DENT

Enter the Dragon… or spoiling 
the ship for a hap’orth of tar

Opinion
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W
hile the doom mongers 

continue to prophesise an 

impending catastrophe for 

the model railway hobby, 

2023 proved to be another busy year for 

new releases.

Yet more high-quality models appeared in ‘N’, 

‘OO9’, ‘OO’ and ‘O’, many of which represented 

a first outing for certain prototypes in ready-to-

run form, while others promised superior 

renditions to previous e�orts. ‘TT:120’ has also 

continued to grow, albeit in a modest way, 

precluding it from Model Rail’s awards – for now.

As ever, Model Rail readers have helped to 

recognise excellence in the design and 

manufacture of model locomotives and rolling 

stock from a range of manufacturers. It’s 

interesting to see which products gained the 

most favour in each scale, confounding some of 

our own predictions, while confirming others. 

Moreover, it was good to see a few ‘oddball’ 

prototypes recognised, such as the NER ES1 

electric locomotive produced in ‘OO’ by Heljan 

for Locomotion Models/Rails of She�ield, plus 

Rapido’s ‘N’ gauge ‘Co-Bo’ and the humble 

Wickham Trolley in ‘O’ by Ellis Clark Trains – 

continuing a theme from previous annual 

awards where something out of the ordinary 

captured our collective imagination.

I’m pleased to report that the last two years 

have seen record numbers of votes cast in our 

Model of the Year competition and, although 

several thousand of you once again took part, 

not everyone placed votes in all categories. 

Therefore, the percentages you see listed 

among the results refer to the proportion of 

voters who took part in each section. As one 

might anticipate, the vast majority of voters 

interacted with the ‘OO’ categories, followed 

by ‘O’ gauge, ‘OO9’ and ‘N’.

For the third consecutive year, Accurascale 

has been crowned as Overall Manufacturer of 

the Year, having swept the board of individual 

‘OO’ gauge awards. Rapido Trains UK 

leapfrogged into second place overall, 

which is a significant achievement for 

another relative newcomer to the hobby, 

while the arrival of several impressive new 

models in the Branchline, EFE Rail, Narrow 

Gauge and Graham Farish ranges, took 

Bachmann Europe into third place.

Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who took 

the time to cast their votes – we really do 

appreciate your contributions. Out of 

everyone who took part, we’ll soon be 

choosing 20 readers at random to receive 

models from our £2,400 prize draw. 

It could be you…!

The

We’ve been busy counting YOUR votes in Model 

Rail’s annual awards for the best new models of the 
last year, in each of the popular scales. Now that 
the results have been confirmed, George Dent

reflects on another fascinating year for our hobby.

‘OO’ gauge

‘OO’ STEAM LOCOMOTIVES

1st Accurascale GWR ‘Manor’ 4-6-0 – 28% 

2nd Rapido Trains UK ‘Titfield 

Thunderbolt’ train set – 12%

3rd Hornby BR Class 9F 2-10-0 

(Tyne Dock version) – 9%

◆ Dapol (Rails of She�ield) SR ‘D1’ 

4-4-0 – 8%

◆ Hornby LMS ‘Turbomotive’ 4-6-2 – 8%

◆ Rapido Trains UK GWR ‘15XX’ 

0-6-0T – 7%

◆ Hornby BR Class 2MT 2-6-0 – 6.5%

◆ Sonic Models LNER Class A5 4-6-2T – 6%

◆ Others – 15.5%

A
s the long list of nominees 

confirmed, 2023 was another 

busy year for new ‘OO’ releases, 

particularly in the realms of locomotives 

and freight rolling stock. 

Accurascale’s GWR ‘Manor’, took over 

a quarter of all votes in the steam 

locomotive category, while Rapido’s 

delightfully packaged Titfield Thunderbolt 

train pack captured the hearts of many, 

placing it in second position. Hornby’s BR 

‘9F’, which took first place in the 2022 

awards, did well again in 2023, with the 

‘Tyne Dock’ version scooping third place, 

with only a handful of votes separating the 

rest of the field.

In the diesel and electric locomotive 

category, Accurascale’s Class 37 was a 

runaway winner, securing almost half of 

all votes. Of the four di�erent ‘37’ 

versions released last year, the Class 37/0s 

proved the most popular, especially the 

post-1980 BR versions with Scottish 

Region car-style headlamps.

It was good to see something a little 

unusual secure second place, in the form 

of Heljan’s NER ES1 Bo-Bo electric, which 

pipped Accurascale’s Class 92 by just 16 

votes. Close behind in fourth position was 

Heljan’s GWR Parcels Railcar, ahead of 

Bachmann’s updated Class 40 by, 

coincidentally, just 40 votes!

It was a close-run contest in the 

coaching stock category, with 

Accurascale’s Mk 5s only just ahead of 

Revolution Trains’ impressive inspection 

saloon. The gap between Rapido’s 

Wisbech & Upwell tramcars, 

Accurascale’s ‘Siphon G’ and Dapol’s 

‘Toplight’ coaches - all superb models - 

was narrow, with EFE Rail’s LSWR Cross 

Country set close on their heels.



‘OO’ DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES

1st Accurascale Class 37 – 44% 

2nd Heljan (Rails of She�ield/Locomotion 

Models exclusive) NER ES1 – 9%

3rd Accurascale Class 92 – 9%

◆ Heljan GWR Parcels Railcar – 7%

◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 40 

(updated tooling) – 7%

◆ Others – 24%

1st Accurascale – 39%

2nd Rapido Trains – 20%

3rd Hornby – 12%

◆ Bachmann Europe 

– 11%

◆ Dapol – 7%

◆ Revolution 

Trains – 4%

◆ Others – 7%

‘OO’ MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR

3rd Accurascale Class 92  9%

◆ Heljan GWR Parcels Railcar – 7%

◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 40 

(updated tooling) – 7%

◆ Others – 24%

29

‘OO’ FREIGHT ROLLING STOCK

‘OO’ COACHING STOCK

1st Accurascale Mk 5 coaches 

(Caledonian Sleeper & TransPennine 

Express) – 20%

2nd Revolution Trains Southern 

General Manager saloon – 17%

3rd Rapido Trains UK W&U Tramcars – 15%

◆ Accurascale GWR ‘Siphon G’ – 14%

◆ Dapol GWR ‘Toplight’ coaches – 13%

◆ Others – 21%
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44%

9%
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7%

24%
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20%

15%14%

13%

21%

With 20 di�erent new wagons to choose 

from, this was another tightly fought battle. 

The popularity of nuclear flask wagons 

clearly endures, with Accurascale’s version 

coming out on top, although Revolution’s 

model of the same prototype only just 

missed out on the top three, thanks to 

Rapido’s wagons garnering just a few votes 

more (Rapido’s SECR and GWR models were 

separated by just a single vote).

‘OO’ DIESEL/ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVESWith 20 di�erent new wagons to choose 

from this was another tightly fought battle

1st Accurascale FNA-D 

flask wagon – 15%

2nd Rapido Trains UK 

SECR six-wheel brake 

van – 9.5%

3rd Rapido Trains UK 

GWR ‘Toad’ brake 

van – 9.5%

◆ Revolution Trains FNA-D 

flask wagon – 9%

◆ Cavalex Models HAA/HDA MGR 

hoppers – 6.5%

◆ Rapido Trains UK BR VIX Ferry 

van – 6%

◆ Others – 44.5%

9.5%

15%

9%

44.5%

6% 6.5%

9.5%

12%

28%

9%8%8%

7%

15.5%

6.5%

6%

20%
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12%

11%

7%
7%
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‘N’ MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR

‘009’ MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR

1st Bachmann Quarry Hunslet – 63% 

2nd Peco Ffestiniog Railway ‘Bug Box’ 

coaches – 25%

3rd Bachmann Dinorwic slate wagons – 7%

◆ Bachmann RNAD wagons – 5%
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W
hile 2022 was a very quiet year for 

‘N’ gauge, there was a 

modest increase in 2023 

in new and revamped locomotive 

and rolling stock tooling. Despite the 

undisputed quality of the all-new 

Farish Class 90 and ‘158’, Rapido and 

Revolution shared most of the spoils 

with their equally impressive o�erings, 

with Sonic’s ‘J50’ taking a respectable third in 

the locomotive category. 

The results suggest that models of 

hitherto unavailable prototypes caught the 

imagination of modellers, in both 

locomotive and rolling stock categories.

Meanwhile, Dapol was voted into third 

place in the ‘N’ gauge Manufacturer 

category, despite releasing no all-new 

2mm scale models in 2023.

As with previous years, well over half of 

all respondents did not register any votes 

for ‘N’ gauge.

1st Bachmann Europe 

(Graham Farish) – 39%

2nd Revolution Trains – 25%

3rd Dapol – 16%

◆ Rapido Trains UK – 16%

◆ Sonic Models – 4%

1st Rapido Trains UK BR/Metro Vick Class 28 ‘Co-Bo’ – 25% 

2nd Revolution Trains Class 128 parcels railcar – 22%

3rd Sonic Models LNER Class J50 0-6-0T – 15%

◆ EFE Rail Hunslet ‘Austerity’/’J94’ 0-6-0T – 13%

◆ Graham Farish Class 158 DMU – 13%

◆ Graham Farish Class 90 – 12%

1st Revolution Trains Mk 5 Caledonian Sleeper 

coach set – 26% 

2nd Revolution Trains IIA-D Drax biomass 

hoppers – 17%

3rd Rapido Trains UK BR ‘Conflat P’ wagons – 17%

◆ Peco 7-plank open wagons – 12%

◆ EFE Rail PBA Tiger Rail bogie china clay 

hopper – 11%

◆ Graham Farish MXA ‘Lobster’ – 9%

◆ Peco BR 27T iron ore tippler – 8%

‘N’ LOCOMOTIVE OF THE YEAR

‘N’ ROLLING STOCK OF THE YEAR

‘N’ gauge

N
arrow gauge modellers had only 

a handful of ‘OO9’ models to choose 

from, with Bachmann’s 

Quarry Hunslet the only new 

locomotive to appear in 2023, 

along with a smattering of rolling 

stock. Unsurprisingly, the Hunslet 

came out on top by a huge margin, 

following Bachmann’s ‘Mainline’ 

version as the previous winner.

Bachmann Narrow Gauge took the 

manufacturer’s prize for the fifth time in the 

seven years that we’ve included ‘OO9’ 

models in our awards. That said, it’s still seen 

as a niche scale by many, as 40% of 

respondents failed to vote in this category.

‘009’ MODEL OF THE YEAR

1st Bachmann Europe – 67%

2nd Peco – 33%

‘009’ gauge

3
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1st Dapol (including 

Lionheart Trains) 

– 47% 

2nd Ellis Clark 

Trains – 27%

3rd Heljan – 26%

‘O’ MANUFACTURER 

OF THE YEAR

1st Accurascale – 31%

2nd Rapido Trains UK 

– 15.5%

3rd Bachmann Europe – 13%

◆ Hornby – 10.5%

◆ Dapol – 8%

◆ Revolution Trains – 5.5%

◆ Ellis Clark Trains – 3%

◆ Others – 13.5%

OVERALL MANUFACTURER OF THE YEAR
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2
023 was another bumper year for 

7mm scale modelling, with a mix of 

diesel and steam locomotive releases, 

each of which gained glowing reviews from 

the Model Rail team. However, despite 

Heljan’s Class 73 being, arguably, one of the 

most highly detailed RTR diesel locomotives 

on the market, it trailed in fifth place, with 

the Danes’ revised ‘Deltic’ proving a bigger 

hit, while the characterful Wickham Trolley 

from Ellis Clark Trains and Dapol’s budget 

priced ‘B4’ taking first and third place 

respectively.

Dapol/Lionheart Trains’ venture into 

‘On16.5’ narrow gauge models 

proved popular, with the 

Manning, Wardle 2-6-2T just 

missing out on a podium finish, 

although the matching coaches 

secured the runners-up spot in 

the rolling stock category.

‘O’ gauge

‘O’ GAUGE ROLLING STOCK

1st Ellis Clark Trains Wickham Trolley – 24%

2nd Heljan Class 55 ‘Deltic’ – 22%

3rd Dapol LSWR ‘B4’ 0-4-0ST – 20%

◆ Lionheart Trains Manning & Wardle L&B 

2-6-2T (‘On16.5’) – 14%

◆ Heljan Class 73 – 8%

◆ Heljan Class 27 – 6%

◆ Heljan 

Class 58 – 6%

1st Ellis Clark Trains 

Thompson LNER BG – 23% 

2nd Lionheart Trains L&B 

coaches (‘On16.5’) – 16%

3rd Dapol TTA tank wagon – 10%

◆ Dapol (for Kernow Model Rail 

Centre) CDA china clay hopper – 10%

◆ Dapol HAA MGR hoppers 

(with canopy) – 9%

◆ Heljan Mk 1 

CCT – 8%

◆ Others – 24%

‘O’ GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES

I
n a repeat of last year’s top three 

‘large’ retailers, Hattons and Rails of 

She�ield filled the top two positions, 

although the share of votes changed 

slightly, with Kernow making up ground 

in third place (having gained 4% of the 

vote in 2022). Many voters took the 

opportunity to include messages of 

regret about the demise of Hattons, 

but it was an encouraging sign to see 

so many di�erent outlets nominated 

across both categories, many of whom 

are new enterprises.

Interestingly, the proportion of 

modellers nominating direct ordering 

from manufacturers was significantly 

lower than the previous year and 

a number of overseas businesses were 

flagged up, in North America, Australia 

and across mainland Europe. 

Great Eastern Models of Norwich took 

the ‘Local’ retailer award for the second 

year running, with Derails, in the heart of 

the Forest of Dean, secure in second 

place again. A regular fixture on the 

exhibition circuit and with premises in 

Linlithgow, Rainbow Railways has broken 

into the top three.

RETAILER OF THE YEAR – LARGE

Retailer of the Year

RETAILER OF THE YEAR – LOCAL

1st Hattons – 37%

2nd Rails of She�ield – 33%

3rd Kernow Model Rail Centre – 11%

◆ Others – 19%

1st Great Eastern Models, Norwich

2nd Derails, Coleford 

3rd Rainbow Railways, Linlithgow
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON



“

”

Back to the

Future
As his modelling evolved, so did Colin Chisem’s layout, 

and his focus shifted back in time from a GWR branch line 
to a fantasy pre-Grouping scenario.

What 
makes this 

layout great?
Colin has demonstrated that you don’t need metres and metres of track filling your baseboard to make a layout believable or interesting. Small branch lines, where the railway is barely a blot on the landscape, were common and Colin has recreated 

this faithfully.

Words: Chris Gadsby Photography: Chris Nevard Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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odel railways can go through many 
iterations in their lifetimes, either with an 
alteration to the trackplan, season, era or 
location. When you’ve had a layout for 20 

years it’s natural to want to change things slightly as 
the years go by, and that is precisely what Colin 
Chisem has done with his ‘OO’ layout ‘Laughton’. 

The real railway never reached the East Sussex 
village of Laughton. Instead, the London, Brighton 
and South Coast Railway made a large triangle 
around it, from the major towns of Lewes and 
Polegate to the south, merging just to the east of 
Crowborough about 12 miles to the north. Colin has 
modelled a ‘what if’ scenario of a single line branch 
from Lewes terminating at Laughton. 

“Construction began when I retired in 2003, just 

before I turned 60, when the extra time allowed me to 
take my railway modelling a little more seriously. 
I had built the odd layout before, but nothing to this 
scale, filling the entire wall of a room at just over 24ft. 
I was more interested in the real trains rather than 
modelling when I was younger, and can remember 
spending the day sitting on a bank overlooking the 
East Coast Main Line watching the ‘A3s’ and ‘A4s’ 
thunder past. It was only when I retired that 
modelling came to the forefront. The first iteration of 
‘Laughton’ was a Great Western branch line, as 
prototype images of Great Western locations were 
much more easily accessible than those of other 
companies from that era. It then got altered to 
a Southern-based layout when Hornby and other 
manufacturers started to release models in those 

M

‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON

The backscene is Colin’s attempt at 

producing sky. Three shelves stuck on 

their side make a backscene which is long 

enough, and on it Colin painted a white scene 

with some blue in places to make it appear as 

though it is a very cloudy day.  

2
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The fire buckets are a nice additional detail.

These animals have the best view of the railway!

 The overgrown private siding is protected by a gate.

1

2

3

things we like3
“I had built the odd layout 
before, but nothing to this 

scale, filling the entire wall of 
a room at just over 24ft”

http://www.model-rail.co.uk


36 Model Rail 324 April 2024

‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON

liveries before becoming a pre-Grouping layout 
relatively recently. I chose the LBSCR as I had 
spotted Hornby’s 4-wheelers in dark maroon when 
browsing one day and liked them so much that 
I bought a couple. That then opened the way to 
a pre-Grouping layout, and once I’d paired those 
with the Hattons genesis coaches, the ‘new’ layout 
was really taking shape.”

Keen to portray ‘Laughton’ as a sleepy, rural 
location, most of Colin’s work focused on recreating 
the rolling Sussex landscape. Scenic modelling is one 
of the areas of the hobby he enjoys, much more so 
than the electrical side of things. Colin drew plenty 
of inspiration from other scenic layouts, especially 
the work of the legendary Barry Norman.

WIDE OPEN SPACES
“A lack of space prevents us from modelling the real 
world at a perfect scale, so it can be easy to forget that 
the railway is just a small part of something much 
bigger. And a large percentage of the railway is simply 
track running through fields, with nothing much 
around it. I was fortunate in that the room in which 
‘Laughton’ is housed is 24ft 6in long, and I have only 
been limited on space by that, but the layout is only 
2ft 8in wide, so had I done a main line, there would 
not be much room for anything else. 

“Woodland Scenics products have been used 
heavily to create the landscape over a polystyrene 
former, using primarily static grass. Additional details 

3

4 5
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“I chose the LBSCR as I had spotted 
Hornby’s 4-wheelers in dark maroon when 
browsing one day and liked them so much 

that I bought a couple. That then opened 
the way to a pre-Grouping layout”

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON

such as hedges and some of the trees came from the 
same company. In order to create a bit of extra variety, 
some of the trees have been handmade from bits of 
wire, and some have been bought from other shops, 
then finished with Woodland Scenics material so that 
they don’t all look the same. I enjoy the scenery so 
much that I removed a 3ft fiddleyard at one end to 
allow me to fit more in!” 

No layout is ever truly finished and, after deciding 
he was unhappy with the Metcalfe bridge in the centre 

of the layout, Colin has removed it since these images 
were taken, with further greenery added in that area.

“I’ve gone out of my way to address a prevailing 
modern problem which could be described as ‘clutter’. 
‘Laughton’ is very deliberately a scenic model 
comprising 80% wide open spaces and an uncluttered 
atmosphere.”

It’s not just fields at ‘Laughton’ though, as Colin 
has also added a number of small sheds he 
scratchbuilt from pieces of Wills plastic sheet and 

Colin feels that there aren’t 

enough pre-Grouping layouts 

in magazines, so he wanted to 

make something di�erent. 

6
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“Laughton is 
very deliberately 

a scenic model 
comprising 80% 

wide open spaces”

7
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON

a larger Bachmann Scenecraft shed to give the layout  
further visual interest. At the station, the main 
building is a Peco model upon which Colin has 
added extra details, such as the signs and 
weathering on the roof.

“Whenever I use a model straight out of the box, 
I have to add weathering to it to make it look 
di�erent to anybody else’s, but also to take some 
of the plastic shine o� the model. As the layout 
doesn’t go onto the exhibition circuit and is rarely 
seen by anybody other than myself, I have decided 
to make my life easier by not making the model as 
realistic as possible. A prime example would be with 
the Ratio GWR lineside fencing that runs along 
a significant portion of ‘Laughton’. I didn’t want 
to be tearing my hair out, or going blind through 
eye strain, so I elected not to thread the nylon 
through the tiny holes of countless posts before 
glueing them to the landscape.”

Every modeller has a line they draw with realism, 
and for Colin, one aspect on which he refused to 
compromise was the ballast. 

“I have seen excellent layouts on the circuit which, 
in my view, have been spoiled somewhat by poorly 
applied ballast, so I was determined to get mine 
right. Working in short sections at a time of no more 

9

10
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Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LAUGHTON

This isn’t Colin’s first layout; he had one 

in another house, but this is his first real 

e�ort to build something that’s convincing. 

11

11
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1
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8

“I’m a Christian preacher with 
small independent church 
groups, which occupies a lot 
of my time. I also have four 
grandkids with whom I like to 
spend time when they visit, 
as I’m about an hour from 
where they live.”

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Size: 24ft 6in by 2ft 8in

Track: Peco Code 100

Power and control: Analogue

Time to build: Two years

FACTFILE: ‘LAUGHTON’

MODELLER CV: 
COLIN CHISEM

2
ft

 8
in

24ft 6in

than 4ft, I ensured that a section was perfect before 
applying the glue and allowed it to dry before 
moving on to the next part. It took a weekend to do 
and was painstaking at times, but the final result is 
definitely worth it.”

As manufacturers increasingly turn to 
pre-Grouping subjects, more and more layouts are 
appearing based on the pre-1923 era. We also wonder 
how many modellers have been tempted to backdate 
their layouts, as Colin did. However, with ‘Laughton’ 
having been through three iterations already in its 
lifetime, Colin says there’s no guarantee it will stay 
in this format forever! 
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“

”

f it ain’t broke, don’t fix it…
Take the British Railways 

Standard ‘2MT’ 2-6-0 at face 
value and you’d be forgiven 
for imagining that the 

likeness with its LMS forebear design 
meant that it was a straight lift from 
H.G. Ivatt’s 1946 blueprints.

Rather, the chief mechanical 
engineer’s gauge-friendly 
locomotive had been 
a disappointment for 
a modern, post-war 
design. Performance 
trials with No. 46413 in 
the early days of British 
Railways showed 
performances were 
only equal to a GWR 
‘Dean Goods’ 0-6-0 
– not much of an 
achievement for a design 
half a century newer and with 
mod-cons, like superheaters.

Tweaks made at Swindon to the 
blastpipe, and fitting a taller, narrower 
chimney did the trick. Suddenly, No. 46413 
was able to take a 15-coach (455 ton) test 
train to more than 60mph – far exceeding its 
original design envelope. The LMS ‘Mogul’ 
design was subsequently enhanced further 
with slightly increased diameter cylinder 

bores when a new batch was authorised 
for construction in 1951.

IDENTICAL, BUT…
It was this ‘Version 2’ of Ivatt’s design that 
ultimately formed the basis of ‘Version 3’ – 
the Standard ‘2MT’, built at Darlington 
Works between 1951 and 1956 as part of the 

newly nationalised railway’s 
‘Standard’ family.

These new locomotives were 
very closely related to their 

‘Big Four’ predecessors. 
Identical features included 
5ft diameter driving 
wheels; 16½in by 24in 
cylinders; 17.5sq/ft grate 
area; 200lbs sq/in boiler 

pressure; and 18,515lbs 
tractive e�ort (at 85% 

boiler pressure).
Of little consequence to 

their route availability was the 
fact that the Darlington stud of 

engines were 2ton 3cwt heavier than their 
forebears. Walschaerts valve gear and 
Belpaire fireboxes provided commonality to 
both the LMS design and other Standards.

There were also, inevitably, minor detail 
di�erences that distinguished the ‘78XXXs’, 
such as a continental-style running plate 
‘apron’ at the front end and angled top half 

Tweaks 
made at 

Swindon to the 
blastpipe, and fitting 

a taller, narrower 
chimney did 

the trick

I

Nick Brodrick recounts the history of Robert Riddles’ 
versatile Standard ‘2MT’ 2-6-0.

of the cab sides that allowed even better 
route availability. The LMS design top-feed 
into the boiler was naturally replaced by the 
Riddles clack valves on the shoulders of the 
boiler barrel; and the regulator reach rod 
hung on the left-hand side of the boiler, 
rather than through it.

The overall design was user-friendly, 
especially for the fireman and disposal 
gangs, who were thankful for the rocking 
fire grates and hopper ashpans.

The intention was that Riddles’ new 
‘Mogul’ would do for most regions what the 
LMS engines had only just begun to achieve 
by finally retiring the geriatric pre-Grouping 
engines that had been well and truly 
hammered by the time the Second World 
War was done.

In a departure from wider Standard 
practice, the ‘BR3’ tender was very much 
based on the LMS design with a half-height 

Masterclass
Looking at railways in detail

Left: E�orts have been made to keep the sides of 

No. 78043 clean, allowing the attractive lined black 

livery to be appreciated. The ‘2MT’ is seen at Bank 

Hall shed in September 1962. COLOUR RAIL

Take the ‘Mickey’…
and make it better



www.model-rail.co.uk 45

water tank (3,000 gallons), boxy coal space 
(four tons) and tender cab to give crews 
weather protection for tender first running. 
Roller bearings were also fitted.

Although 30 virtually identical ‘2MT’ 
2-6-2Ts were also built by BR, there is no 
evidence that significant parts (e.g. boilers) 
were ever swapped between classes during 
works visits.

The locomotives’ initial sphere of 
operation, by region, was thus…

WESTERN REGION 

The first ten locomotives outshopped 
(Nos. 78000-9) were delivered new to the 
Western Region’s Cambrian routes over 
a five-month period from December 1952, 
initially centred on Oswestry shed.

However, by mid-1953 all but two were 
reallocated to Machynlleth for work between 
Aberystwyth and Shrewsbury (including 

Right: The ‘2MTs’ were designed to run tender-first 

when necessary, with good visibility a�orded over 

the sides of the water tank. No. 78039 is working at 

Widnes in 1962. COLOUR RAIL

Equally at home on freight or secondary 

passenger services, the BR Standard ‘2MTs’ were 

capable locomotives. No. 78020 approaches 

Kettering in August 1954. COLOUR RAIL

banking heavy trains over Talerddig bank), 
and the classic coastal section to Pwllheli 
via Barmouth (featuring turns at the front of 
the ‘Cambrian Coast Express’ which had 
originated at Paddington).

The two ‘spares’ (Nos. 78008/9) were the 
first of a clutch that went to Worcester (and 

associated sub sheds) for a variety of work: 
goods trains between Gloucester and 
Swindon; displacing ‘Dean Goods’ from their 
long-established Chipping Norton branch 
work; and the Charlbury pick-up goods.

The sphere of operation meant the class 

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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was entrusted with the all-stations service 
between Worcester, Stratford-upon-Avon and 
Leamington Spa.

NORTH EASTERN REGION 
The second batch of engines (Nos. 78010-44) 
was completed over a 12-month spell from 
December 1953.

The first ten of those remained local to 
their ‘birthplace’ for work over North 
Eastern Region routes, shared between 
West Auckland, Kirkby Stephen and 
Northallerton sheds.

Ex-North Eastern Railway ‘A8’ 4-6-2Ts were 
knocked o� their Saltburn branch perch - and 
mineral tra�c over the steeply-graded 
Stainmore route - by the modern machines. 
It was near the line’s 1,370ft summit that 
No. 78018 gained ultimate notoriety after it 
became hopelessly frozen up in a monstrous 
snow drift early on Thursday February 24 
1955. The ‘ice queen’ remained stuck for four 
days before rescue locomotives and snow 
ploughs finally arrived to rescue it – 
a sequence of events evocatively captured by 
British Transport Film’s ten-minute 
documentary, Snow Drift at Bleath Gill.

The Northallerton engines, meanwhile, 

Above: In July 1964, No. 78038 is 

taking water at Shepperton. Note the 

flush coupling rods of the later-built 

‘2MTs’, compared to the fluted rods of 

No. 78000 below. COLOUR RAIL

Right: Class doyen No. 78000 has been 

turned out in plain green following 

overhaul by the Western Region. It is 

seen between duties at Aberystwyth 

shed in August 1961. COLOUR RAIL

robbed the NER ‘J21’ and ‘J25s’ and ‘G5’ 
0-4-4Ts of their staple diet of turns, namely 
the Melmerby and Low Yard – Thirsk Town 
pick-up goods, and parcel diagrams over the 
Wensleydale branch.

LONDON MIDLAND REGION
The London Midland Region took the 
lion’s share of the Riddles ‘Moguls’ as they 
rolled o� Darlington’s production line (25 in 
all) from May 1954.

Kettering engines (No. 78020/1) could be 
seen on mixed tra�c turns to Cambridge, 
thence Hitchin; Kettering – Nottingham, and 
Bletchley ‘stoppers’; and Leicester Midland 
– Birmingham New Street evening services.

She�eld Millhouses gained a trio 
(Nos. 78022-4), visiting Nottingham Midland 
(via the Erewash Valley) and Manchester 
Central (traversing the Hope Valley) on 
passenger trains. Goods workings were 
centred around She�eld’s steel tra�c – 
elderly Midland Railway ‘2F’ and ‘3F’ 0-6-0s 
the latest victim of this mini-motive power 
revolution.

Leicester Midland shed duo Nos. 78028/9 
were employed on local services to 
Burton-on-Trent and excursion tra�c to East 

The ‘2MTs’ remained largely true to their 
Standard moniker, with few variations 
between individual locomotives.

The most notable was the change 
from fluted to flush-sided coupling rods 
from the construction of No. 78035 
onwards, and the deployment of 
Smith-Stone speedometers 
(distinguished by the crank-and-cable 
fitted to the rear driver’s side wheel) 
with the completion of No. 78010.

Western Region engines naturally 
had GWR-style, sideways lamp irons 
and Automatic Train Control (ATC) 
equipment, while some other engines 
on other regions adopted Automatic 
Warning System (AWS).

Keith shed’s No. 78053 was fitted 
with a cowcatcher for a short period in 
autumn 1957, as it was required to run 
over the sparsely fenced Fraserburgh – 
St Combs branch. That was while the 
usual engine, Ivatt 2-6-0 No. 46460, was 
away for overhaul. 

1954-built Nos. 78013 and 78028 
moved to Coalville in December 1963 
and 1964, respectfully, to operate the 
Leicester West Bridge-Glenfield branch. 
The tight bore of Glenfield Tunnel 
required the hipped corners on the 
cab roofs to be trimmed to fit.

Modifications

Masterclass
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Anglian holiday destinations, and Summer 
Saturdays specials to Clacton-on-Sea.

Preston had three (Nos. 78030/6/7), used 
on all kinds of miscellaneous turns, from 
station pilot duties, to Accrington passenger 
trains. The class were later authorised to run 
over the lightly laid Ribble branch to 
steam-heat vans ready for consignments of 
bananas to be unloaded at Preston Docks.

Although versatile, their scope had limits, 
as proven by No. 78031’s short stint at Tebay 
in September 1954 to bank trains over Shap; 
a task ultimately better suited to their ‘4MT’ 
4-6-0 cousins. 

Rhyl-allocated ‘2MTs’ fared much better, 
which were all in place by the end of 
November 1954 (Nos. 73032/3/4/5/9). 
Stopping passenger diagrams from their 
North Wales hometown to Chester General, 
Bangor and Denbigh were common.

From summer 1955, the engines were 
famously associated with the holiday season 
‘North Wales Land Cruise’, running to 
Porthmadoc via Corwen and returning via 
Bangor and the coast.

November 1954-outshopped No. 78038 
went new to Bescot for assorted work around 
the West Midlands, but by October 1956 it 
had moved to Chester Northgate.

The North West was augmented by 
a further quad of 2-6-0s (Nos. 78040-4) 
which were dispatched to Wigan Bank Hall, 
ensuring the class was represented on 
services to Liverpool Exchange, Rochdale 
and Bolton Trinity Street and Bury 
Knowlsey Street.

A second batch of late-1956-built engines 
(Nos. 79055-64) were divided between 
Chester Northgate and Wigan Central depots.

Chester’s engines (the first five of these) 
plus a couple reallocated from elsewhere 
took employment from the venerable Great 

In March 1964, ‘2MT’ No. 78016 rests at 

Stranraer shed, sporting a bu�erbeam-

mounted snowplough. COLOUR RAIL

No. 78019 presents 
a typically workaday 

appearance while catching the 
evening sun at Willesden shed, 

circa 1964. COLOUR RAIL

BR STANDARD ‘2MT’

Central Railway ‘C13’ 4-4-2Ts on Manchester 
Central services and an assortment of goods 
trains, formerly entrusted to ‘J10’ 0-6-0s.

Wigan’s five scuttled to and from 
Manchester Victoria on passenger trains, 
and former Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway 
‘3F’ 0-6-0s were the latest pre-Grouping 
engines to lose their freight work to the 
‘Mickey Mice Moguls’. 

Crewe North had a solitary ‘Standard 2’ 
– No. 78030, which was usually kept 
sparkling clean for o�cers’ specials and 
inspection saloon duty.

SCOTTISH REGION

Ten ‘Moguls’ (Nos. 78045-54) were sent 
over the border.

Kittybrewster had the first of those to be 
sub-shedded at Fraserburgh, making the 
former Great Eastern ‘F4’ 2-4-2T redundant 

for work over the St Combs branch.
Hawick hooked Nos. 78046/7 for duties on 

the steep Waverley route, banking heavy 
trains to Whitrope Summit, as well as more 
relaxed trips over the Fountainhall Junction-
Lauder branch. The duo also made 
occasional forays to Newcastle along the 
Border Counties line.

Next in numerical sequence, Nos. 78048/9 
were adopted by Edinburgh’s St Margarets 
for Gi�ord branch goods work and suburban 
duties from Waverley station around the 
circular ‘Sub’.

The class continued its northwards march 
in late 1955 when Nos. 78050-4 arrived at 
Motherwell shed, serving – among other 
industries – Ravenscraig steelworks.

One of its number – No. 78052 – galloped 
even further by being reallocated to 
Helmsdale on the lonely route to Wick and 
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Thurso, featuring, in particular, on the 
Dornoch branch.

Around the same time, Keith gained 
Nos. 78053/4 (via Aberdeen Ferryhill) for 
business on the Craigellachie – Boat of 
Garten, and Elgin-Buckie lines.

EASTERN REGION
Although it had never been the intention 
for the Eastern Region to have any of the 
Riddles ‘2MTs’, boundary changes in 
February 1958 dictated that She�eld 
Millhouses engines (Nos. 78022-5) were 
taken out of LM control. Closure of the 
shed in January 1962 saw the four ‘Twos’ 
move to bona fide ER territory at Doncaster 
where they were used on station pilot duties.

In truth, there was insu�cient work for 
the engines, which were moved on again to 
Stratford, East London, together with 
No. 78027, which had previously found its 
way to Canklow, near Rotherham.

But this, too, was short lived. By 
September 1962, these nomads had been 
reallocated to March depot for freight work, 
but were yet again redundant come 
November and placed into store. In the 
finish, Nos. 78022/3/7 were taken by 
Barrow-in-Furness shed while Nos. 78024/5 
went to Darlington.

RUN DOWN TO RETIREMENT
Like any class on any region of the 1960s 
railway, the ‘2MTs’ were less relied upon and 
increasingly dispersed.

Even so, there were a few highlights. 
Wigan’s Nos. 78040/60-4 were ideally placed 
to pilot ‘Patriots’ and ‘Royal Scots’ on the 
annual Grand National race specials on the 
final leg to Aintree (to tackle the steep climb 
to Orrell Tunnel).

By this time, the ‘Go Anywheres’ (as they 
were also known) had already been sprinkled 
around various other LM sheds, such as 
Aintree (for Liverpool Docks), Bangor, Kirkby 
in Ashfield (No. 78013 entrusted with the 
unadvertised Mansfield-Chilwell ordnance 
depot workmen’s trains), Llandudno Junction, 
Lostock Hall, Northwich, Skipton (for freight 
tra�c to Leeds, Bradford and Burnley 
regions), Stoke on Trent, and Workington 

No. Railway Notes
78018. . Great Central Railway . . . . Operational but to be withdrawn for overhaul in 2024
78019. . Great Central Railway . . . . Returned to steam following overhaul, in 2023 
78022. . Keighley & Worth Valley. . ‘In ticket’ and operational until around 2028
78059. . Bluebell Railway . . . . . . . . . Being converted into an ‘84XXX’ 2-6-2T

‘2MT’ 2-6-0s in preservation

Built originally for the North Eastern Region, 

No. 78013 is seen at Leicester West Bridge with a 

train of oil tanks in September 1963. Beneath the 

grime is a coat of plain black, the original lined 

livery having succumbed to economy measures.

COLOUR RAIL

Masterclass
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BR STANDARD ‘2MT’

(No. 78018 was a regular on the Penrith 
section of the ‘Lakes Express’).

The London area suddenly found itself 
home to ten ‘78XXXs’, which had been given 
up by north western sheds in 1963.

Willesden welcomed Nos. 78018/9/33/ 
8/9/60/8 and Watford hosted Nos. 78029/34/5. 
The former engines will be best remembered 
for hauling empty coaching stock into and 
out of Euston. 

In other turns, the class made their only 
routine forays onto the Southern Region, 
hauling goods trains over the West London 
Extension Line as far as Clapham Junction.

One of the very rare passenger turns on 
‘green’ territory came about on July 5 1964 
when No. 78038 was rostered for the LCGB 
‘Surrey Wanderer’, which traversed 
electrified lines through Crystal Palace Low 
Level, Tulse Hill and Beckenham Junction.

By that time, the die for steam’s rapid 
demise had already been cast. The first BR 
‘Mogul’ to be withdrawn was No. 78015 in 
November 1963 after only nine years’ service. 
Perhaps fittingly, its last shed was in the 
town of its construction, Darlington.

Seventeen class members remained by 
December 1966, spread between Shrewsbury 
(Nos. 78003/17/36/58/63), Bolton 
(Nos. 78007/12/3/23/8/44/55/62) and Lostock 
Hall (Nos. 78020/1/37/41). The Shrewsbury 
engines were given the push by the end of 
the year, leaving the dozen North West 
machines to eke out their operational 
existence until the final cull in May 1967.

Happily, four did reach preservation 
(see table, left). 

Lined black was uniformly applied 
across all locomotives from new. There 
were some minor detail differences; 
most engines received 8in high cabside 
numerals, whereas the Western 
Region’s had 10in versions. 

Swindon began to add its own splash 
of colour from 1957 by turning out 
a number of ‘2MTs’ in lined passenger 
green. Inexplicably, some of these 
engines mixed 8in and 9in numbers, 
which also did not have the standard 
black edging.

Cowlairs added its own twist by using 
8in numbers on its lined black fleet. 
In the late 1950s, at least one engine 
gained a red-backed smokebox 
numberplate – No. 78050. The Scottish 
Region Works had a penchant for other 
quirks, such as shed allocations spelled 
out on bufferbeams and a larger lining 
panel area on the tender sides.

As pride and resources for steam 
waned in the mid-1960s, some LM 
Region engines were turned out in 
plain black, while the Western 
Region followed suit with a handful of 
unlined green examples.

Liveries

Above: At the head of The Railway Enthusiasts’ Club’s 

‘The Bosworth’ railtour on April 10 1965, No. 78028 

waits to depart Market Harborough, displaying the 

later ‘economy’ livery of plain black. COLOUR RAIL

Left: Kelso’s delightful North British Railway station 

plays host to No. 78049 with the single-coach branch 

train, on July 20 1963. COLOUR RAIL

Below: Western Region No. 78001 stands amidst the 

grimy surroundings of Gloucester shed in 1964.

COLOUR RAIL

An even filthier No. 78006 shunts the 

goods yard at Dursley in July 1965, a 

couple of years after passenger tra�ic 

had ceased on this Gloucestershire 

branch. COLOUR RAIL
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Excited by the eventual arrival of Hornby’s BR Class 2MT, George Dent couldn’t wait to add 
a weathered finish to his model of a ‘Mickey Mouse’ plying its trade in the Scottish Borders.

TINKER WITH 
HORNBY’S ‘2MT’

I
t’s funny how one’s interests develop 

over the years. Until fairly recently, 

I would have seen little reason to have 

a BR Standard ‘2MT’ in my ‘OO’ 

collection, other than for the fact that it 

hadn’t been o�ered in RTR form before.

However, since relocating to 

Northumberland I’ve become mildly 

obsessed with the former Border Counties 

route from Hexham to Riccarton Junction. 

What I wouldn’t give to be able to take 

a slow train through the glorious landscape 

towards Kielder… 

Moreover, this sleepy branch line, set 

amidst spectacular scenery, with well-kept 

station gardens and attractive architecture,  

makes an ideal subject for a model railway.

With the ‘2MT’ 2-6-0s being regular 

performers on the Border Counties route 

during the line’s latter years, Hornby’s model 

became essential, and I was chu�ed when the 

first versions finally arrived a few months ago 

(see review in MR320). 

As with many new high-specification RTR 

locomotives, there isn’t too much in the way 

of essential extra details to add to Hornby’s 

model, save for a few customising touches, 

such as a footplate crew, coal load and 

a headlamp or two. That said, I did trim 

away the unsightly excess plastic on the 

external steam pipes, which had been 

bugging me somewhat. 

Hornby’s ‘2MT’ comes with a handy bag of 

optional details, such as front footsteps and 

cylinder drainpipes, as well as a snowplough. 

While I have plenty of diesel locomotives 

equipped with miniature snowploughs, none 

of my steam-outline stock is similarly 

prepared for inclement weather. The plastic 

plough is designed to slot into the NEM 

coupler pocket in the pony truck, but this 

doesn’t allow the model to cope with curves 

very well, so I opted to cut away the NEM plug 

and fix it directly to the bu�erbeam, as it 

would be done in real life.

This arrangement looks much more 

8
hrs

MODEL Hornby R3836 BR Standard 
Class 2MT ◆ Price: £217.99

AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com

OO
GAUGE

convincing and, although there’s still limited 

clearance for the front pony wheels, 

especially as I’ve added the footsteps too, 

the model will cope with the gentle curve radii 

that I’ve employed on my embryonic 

end-to-end layout. There’s scope to fettle the 

plough slightly if more clearance is needed, 

so I’d recommend a few trial fittings and some 

test-running on your own layout before you 

go fixing things in place permanently.

Luckily, there was no need to change the 

locomotive’s identity, with No. 78047 being 

allocated to Hawick shed (64G) from new 

until late 1965, working regularly on the 

Border Counties route during the line’s final 

few years of operation. 

I may not have foreseen a need for a ‘2MT’ 

in my collection until recently, but I’m really 

happy to have No. 78047 ready for action. 

Now all I need is a few more days in the week 

to get my new layout project moving forward!

Masterclass
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STEP
BY

STEP

PAINTS
◆ LifeColor • LC10 Matt Black • UA723 

Weathered Black • UA701 Rust Dark 
Shadow acrylic paints • PG107 
Eroded Burnt Rust dry pigments 
Availability: The Airbrush Company 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

◆ RailMatch Paints • 402 Frame Dirt 
• 412 Weathered Black, enamel 
thinners Availability: Fox Transfers 
Web: www.fox-transfers.co.uk

TOOLS
◆ Miniature screwdrivers

◆ Tweezers

◆ Scalpel and spare blades

◆ Cocktail stick

◆ Cotton swabs

◆ Paintbrushes

◆ Airbrush and equipment

What you will need

HORNBY ‘2MT’ TWEAKS

6

3

Having re-fitted the pony truck and wheels, 

the front footsteps were also glued into 

position. A final check was made to see 

whether the ‘2MT’ could cope with the 

minimal curve radii employed on my layout.

The front face of the pony truck was dressed 

with files and all debris cleaned away. The 

cast spring detail was lost, so I improvised 

with o�cuts of a wound steel guitar string, 

fixed in place with cyanoacrylate glue. The 

truck was sprayed with a black primer.

5

2

4

1

Instead, the plough was fixed directly to the 

bu�erbeam, as per the real thing, using 

cyanoacrylate glue on the mounting brackets. 

A steel rule and business card created the 

perfect shim to hold the plough in place 

while the glue set

Hornby provided a snowplough with ‘2MT’ 

No. 78047, designed to plug into the NEM 

pocket in the pony truck. However, the model 

cannot cope with curves if mounted this way, 

so I cut and filed away the mounting plug.

I decided to cut away the NEM coupler pocket 

from the front of the pony truck, as I don’t 

envisage running my ‘2MT’ tender-first – and 

I want to install a snowplough. With the truck 

in a vice, I used a junior hacksaw to remove 

the unwanted metal.

I began by modifying the front footsteps, 

which are supplied in the detail bag and are 

suitable only if your layout features gentle 

curves. I trimmed away the projections from 

the inside faces to give a fraction more 

clearance for the pony truck wheels.

Left: Hornby’s BR ‘2MT’ is a useful little 

locomotive, ideal for branch line operations 

across various BR regions.

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.airbrushes.com
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While the tender tank sides and rear were left 
alone, the bunker interior and upper surfaces 
were stippled with the textured paint, as was 
the cab roof and interior. The results look 
a little crude at this stage…

…but an airbrush comes into its own now, 
loaded with thinned RailMatch Frame Dirt 
enamel paint, which was misted around the 
body, creating a softer transition between the 
areas coated with the textured acrylics and 
the cleaner sections of boiler and cab.

The same paints and dry pigments were 
employed on the tender chassis, stippling the 
coating around the frames, wheels, brake 
rodding and water scoop (the latter two being 
supplied in the detail bag). The bu�erbeam was 
treated in the same way as the locomotive’s.

The cab roof, front and sides were treated 
likewise, with swabs wiping most of the paint 
away from the sides, while leaving subtle 
streaks. The firebox and shiny copper pipework 
were also coated and manipulated with a swab.

The pony truck and wheelset were treated 
separately, with the textured paint worked 
into the spokes and around the frames.

Cotton swabs removed most of the paint from 
the bu�erbeam, leaving deposits of grime 
around the raised rivet heads, bu�ershanks 
and snowplough brackets. The bu�erheads 
were given an extra layer of textured paint.

11 12

8 9

10

7

The textured coating was stippled over most 
surfaces with a brush. This enhances the 
texture and avoids unsightly brush strokes. 
Most of the coating was wiped o� the cylinder 
covers, leaving traces around raised detail.

The textured paint mix was also applied to 
the bodyshell, especially along the footplate, 
smokebox, steps, snowplough and 
bu�erbeam. Again, a stippling action was 
maintained with a flat brush. 

The textured paint was carefully brushed 
around the locomotive wheels and chassis, 
taking care to cover all visible areas, while 
steering clear of any power collectors. Clean 
away any oil or grease from the frames first.

After cutting to shape, the card was test-fitted 
into the tender, with a few o�cuts used as 
shims below the footplate end. When happy 
with the fit, a few drops of PVA glue fixed the 
card and shims into position.

Weathering began by blending LifeColor Matt 
Black, Weathered Black and Rust Dark Shadow 
with a little dry pigment (Burned Rust). This 
creates a textured coating – the coarseness is 
tailored by how much dry pigment is added.

Turning to the tender, the moulded plastic 
coal load was removed and used as 
a template for a replacement insert, using 
the sti� card supplied in the Geoscenics coal 
load bundle pack (see panel).

Masterclass
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The glue was left to dry for 48 hours before 
the model was reassembled. The wheels were 
given a thorough clean with the aid of Loco 
Go! from Hobby Trax (www.hobbytrax.co.uk),
treating the inner rims that conduct power 
onto the wiper contacts.

As well as adding a suitable footplate crew, 
(a Modelu 3D-printed driver and a plastic 
Dapol fireman), I also secured some small 
pieces of coal to the bunker ledge for an extra 
touch. Although the enclosed cab o�ers only 
a glimpse of the interior, it’s still worth doing!

When dry, the coal was added to the bunker, 
secured with Geoscenics’ glue, thinned with 
iso-propyl alcohol and decanted via 
a pinpoint applicator (see last month’s issue). 
The tender body was propped up at the rear 
to avoid seepage from the bunker’s frame.

Last, but not least, is the obligatory headlamp. 
I used an LNER pattern lamp from the 
Springside range (www.springsidemodels.
com), secured with Glue ‘n’ Glaze, which will 
allow for removal in future. This lamp display 
denotes a local passenger service. 

The tender sides were treated to light 
airbrushing with the Frame Dirt, following the 
perimeter of each side and end, then along the 
lines of rivets. Aiming at straight lines drawn 
on paper is a great exercise for this process. 

Switching to a blend of RailMatch Frame Dirt 
and Weathered Black, the smokebox and 
upper surfaces were misted with the airbrush. 
Just a whisp of paint wass emitted, so there 
was no need to mask the smokebox number. 

The airbrush was used to treat the tender body 
in a similar way, creating a smoother and more 
even appearance to the upper surfaces, roof, 
bunker and cab interior. Only a very fine mist of 
paint is required, sprayed at around 10-15psi. 

In partnership with Geoscenics, 
we have created a Coal Tender/
Wagon Load bundle pack for 
‘OO’ gauge, exclusively for Model 
Rail readers, which is available at 
a special discount price for 
a limited time only. 

Consisting of two 150g bags of 
real coal chippings (coarse and 
medium grade), plus four sheets 
of insert board, a 500ml bottle of 
Ballast and Scenery glue, and 
a set of instructions. 

Each bundle pack can be 
obtained for just £27.48, 
including postage, when ordered 
direct from the Geoscenics 
website (under the Special Offer 
and Promotions section).

The offer is available until 
April 12 and open to web orders 
only – simply add the discount 
code MRcoal24 at the checkout 
stage and start filling your wagons 
and tenders with the real thing!
Web: www.geoscenics.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER

Snowplough-fitted No. 78047 is 

hauling a short local passenger 

service, somewhere in the Scottish 

Borders. The addition of a snowplough 

means that winter is not yet behind us!

HORNBY ‘2MT’ TWEAKS

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.hobbytrax.co.uk
http://www.springsidemodels.com
http://www.springsidemodels.com
http://www.geoscenics.co.uk
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Visit www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com or call our team on 01209 714099
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FREE POSTAGE ON ORDERS OVER £250*  //  ORDER SENT SAME WORKING DAY**  //  LOYALTY POINTS RECEIVED ON ALL PURCHASES WITH US 

We offer a DECODER FITTING SERVICE for OO & N Gauge DCC Ready Locomotives, provided that the model is being purchased from KMRC. Please phone or email us for a quote.

LATEST ARRIVALS / OO
 BACHMANN OO 

35-354 Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 158 BR Blue.........................................£191.99
35-354SF Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 158 BR Blue................DCC Sound £276.99
35-355RJ Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 048 BR Blue.....................................£191.99
35-355RJSF Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 048 BR Blue............DCC Sound £276.99
35-356RJ Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 100 BR Blue.....................................£191.99
35-356RJSF Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 100 BR Blue............DCC Sound £276.99

35-358 Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. 20 173 “Wensleydale” BR Blue.................£191.99
35-358SF Class 20/0 Diesel Loco No. 20 173 “Wensleydale” BR Blue...DCC Sound £276.99
35-359 Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. D8308 BR Blue.........................................£191.99
35-359SF Class 20/0 Diesel Locomotive No. D8308 BR Blue.................DCC Sound £276.99
36-567B Next18 DCC Loco-Decoder Brake Button Function........................................£38.99

38-109 BR 102T TEA Bogie Tank Wagon No. 116 “Jet-Conoco” Light Grey..................£59.99
38-119 BR 102T TEA Bogie Tank Wagon No. 20115 “Murco” Grey...............................£59.99
38-119A BR 102T TEA Bogie Tank Wagon No. 20121 “Murco” Grey, weathered..........£63.99

 DAPOL OO 
4F-011-122 Ventilated Van Norton No. 1........................................................................£13.00
4F-011-124 Ventilated Van Arial No. 1...........................................................................£13.00
4F-011-126 Ventilated Van Triump No. 1.......................................................................£13.00
4F-021-104 Box Van No. B753850 BR Grey..................................................................£13.00
4F-035-104 Presflo Blue Circle Cement Yellow..............................................................£13.50
4F-035-105 Presflo Blue Circle Cement Yellow, weathered...........................................£14.80
4F-016-133 Banana Van Jaffa No. B881915.................................................................£12.45

4F-028-168 45ft High Cube Container Twin Pack P&O Graffiti......................................£22.99
4F-036-049 Bulk Grain Hopper No. 42333 GWR Grey..................................................£15.12
4F-052-037 5 Plank Open Wagon with 9ft Wheelbase No. 3 J Sheppard Salisbury......£12.80
4F-071-180 7 Plank Open Wagon No. 37479 SR Brown...............................................£12.20
4P-020-001 GWR Toplight Mainline & City 3rd Brake Coach 3747 GWR Lined Crimson.£55.99
4P-020-002 GWR Toplight Mainline & City 3rd Brake Coach 3748 GWR Lined Crimson.£55.99
4P-020-011 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 3rd Coach 3901 GWR Lined Crimson...£55.99
4P-020-012 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 3rd Coach 3902 GWR Lined Crimson...£55.99
4P-020-021 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach 7901 GWR Lined Crimson.£55.99
4P-020-022 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach 7902 GWR Lined Crimson.£55.99
4P-020-201 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Brake 3rd Coach No. 3751 GWR Twin City...£55.99
4P-020-202 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Brake 3rd Coach No. 3752 GWR Twin City.£55.99
4P-020-211 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 3rd Coach No. 3905 GWR Twin City......£55.99
4P-020-212 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 3rd Coach No. 3906 GWR Twin City.....£55.99
4P-020-221 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach No. 7905 GWR Twin City.£55.99
4P-020-222 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach No. 7906 GWR Twin City.£55.99

4P-020-501 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Brake 2nd Coach No. 3757 BR Maroon.....£55.99
4P-020-502 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Brake 2nd Coach No. 3758 BR Maroon.....£55.99
4P-020-511 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 2nd Coach No. 3911 BR Maroon...........£55.99
4P-020-512 GWR Toplight Mainline & City All 2nd Coach No. 3912 BR Maroon..........£55.99
4P-020-521 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach No. 7911 BR Maroon....£55.99
4P-020-522 GWR Toplight Mainline & City Composite Coach No. 7912 BR Maroon....£55.99

4S-043-008 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5322 Khaki....................................£154.99

4S-043-009 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 4321 GWR Lined Green...............£154.99
4S-043-010 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5350 GWR Green.........................£154.99
4S-043-011 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 4377 GWR Green.........................£154.99
4S-043-012 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5320 GWR Green.........................£154.99
4S-043-013 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5370 BR Lined Black....................£154.99
4S-043-014 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5377 BR Black..............................£154.99
4S-043-015 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 4358 BR Lined Green.....................£154.99

4S-043-016 GWR Mogul Steam Locomotive No. 5330 BR Lined Green.....................£154.99

 HORNBY OO 

5������/	05�6WHSKHQVRQ·V�5RFNHW�7UDLQ�3DFN���������������������������������������������������������£217.99

R30106 Southern Class 423 4-VEP EMU Train Pack..................................................£326.99

R30107 South West Trains Class 423 4-VEP EMU Train Pack...................................£326.99
R30271 Fowler 4P 2-6-4T Steam 2300 LMS Crimson: Big Four Centenary Collection.£189.99
R30281 Class 8F 2-8-0 Steam Locomotive No. 8310 LMS Black................................£224.99
R30282 Class 8F 2-8-0 Steam Locomotive No. 48518 BR Black................................£224.99
R30319 Railroad Plus GWR 14XX 0-4-2 Steam Locomotive No. 1451 GWR Green....£74.99

 METCALFE OO 
PO290 Grimy Old Mill Card Kit.......................................................................................£22.50
PO402 Overbridge Card Kit.............................................................................................£8.50

 RAPIDO OO 
922004 Inspired by The Titfield Thunderbolt Wagon Pack.............................................£89.99

LATEST ARRIVALS / N
 ARNOLD N 

HN4440 SNCF 3 Coach Pack TEE “Cisalpin” Milan - Paris - Silver.............................£116.99

HN4441 SNCF 3 Coach Pack TEE “Cisalpin” Milan - Paris - Silver.............................£116.99
HN4442 SNCF TEE “Cisalpin” Milan - Paris A8u Coach - Silver....................................£38.99
HN4443 SNCF TEE “Cisalpin” Milan - Paris A8u Coach - Silver....................................£38.99
HN4444 SNCF 3 Coach Pack TEE Paris - Ruhr - Silver..............................................£116.99
HN4445 SNCF TEE Paris - Ruhr A8u Coach - Silver.....................................................£38.99

 DAPOL N 

2D-022-012 Class 68 Diesel Locomotive No. 68 016 Fearless DRS Compass...........£137.99
2D-022-013 Class 68 Diesel Locomotive No. 68 018 Vigilant DRS Compass.............£137.99

2D-022-014 Class 68 Diesel Loco No. 68 027 Splendid TransPennine Express.......£137.99
2D-022-015 Class 68 Diesel Locomotive No. 68 031 Felix TransPennine Express...£137.99

2D-022-016 Class 68 Diesel Loco No. 68 006 Pride of the North DRS/NTS Green..£137.99

 GRAHAM FARISH N 
370-062 Suburban Sulzer Train Set.............................................................................£184.99
370-165 The Thanet Flyer Train Set............................................................................£239.99
370-165SF The Thanet Flyer Train Set....................................................DCC Sound £324.99
371-850 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 849 Regional Railways.................£220.99
371-850SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 849 Regional Railways.DCC Sound £314.99
371-850A Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 816 Regional Railways...............£220.99
371-850ASF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 816 Regional Railways.DCC Sound £314.99

371-851 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 711 ScotRail..................................£220.99
371-851SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 711 ScotRail Saltire.DCC Sound £314.99
371-851A Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 729 ScotRail Saltire....................£220.99
371-851ASF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 729 ScotRail Saltire..DCC Sound £314.99
371-854 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 824 Arriva Trains Wales (Revised).£220.99
371-854SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 824 Arriva Trains Wales.DCC Sound.£314.99

371-855 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 773 East Midlands Trains..............£220.99
371-855SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU 158 773 East Midlands Trains.DCC Sound £314.99
371-858 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 844 Northern.................................£220.99
371-858SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 844 Northern........DCC Sound £314.99
371-858A Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 861 Northern...............................£220.99
371-858ASF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 861 Northern......DCC Sound £314.99

371-862 Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 856 Central Trains.........................£220.99
371-862SF Class 158 2-Car Sprinter DMU No. 158 856 Central Trains.DCC Sound £314.99
374-198 BR Mk1 BSK Brake Second Corridor “Laboratory 11” BR RTC.....................£40.99

 METCALFE N 
PN990 Grimy Old Mill Card Kit.........................................................................................£18.00
PN992 Overbridge Card Kit..............................................................................................£18.00

 OXFORD DIECAST N 

NMMT009 Smoke Grey Morris Traveller..............................................................................£6.95

 PECO N 
NR-307 CDA China Clay Wagon No. 375037 DB Cargo...................................................£20.49
NR-1000B BR 16T Mineral Unfitted Wagon No. B93309 BR Grey with coal branding.£17.50
NR-1021B BR 16T Mineral Wagon MCV No. B565955 BR Bauxite - fitted..................£17.50
NR-1502B BR Iron Ore Tippler ZKV No. D385782 BR Bauxite....................................£17.50
NR-1503B BR Iron Ore Tippler ZKV No. DB385919 Dutch Civil Engineers.................£17.50

 REVOLUTION TRAINS N 

RT-TPE-Mk5-pack1 TPE 5-Car Set No. TP04 Scarborough - Liverpool Lime St.......£290.00
RT-TPE-Mk5-pack2 TPE 5-Car Set No. TP04 Scarborough - Manchester Airport.....£290.00

FOR OUR FULL RANGE PLEASE VISIT WWW.KERNOWMODELRAILCENTRE.COM // PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT BUT ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

BARGAIN CLEARANCE
VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR OUR CURRENT BARGAINS

http://www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com
http://WWW.KERNOWMODELRAILCENTRE.COM
http://www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com


11 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how

60 
Make the most 
of sea moss kits 62 

Building ‘Fowey’ 
Part 1

56
Top tips for weathering 
tank wagons

Meet the Model Rail Expert modellers

George Dent
Learn from 
one of the 
country’s 

best modellers. 

Chris Leigh
Quite simply, what 
Chris doesn’t 
know isn’t worth 

knowing!

Peter Marriott
Scenic guru! 
Knows what’s 
available and 

how to use it.

Project difficulty ratings

Easy: one screwdriver

Very hard: 
five screwdrivers.
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O
il tank wagons provide 

a wonderful weathering 

opportunity, especially those from 

the later British Rail period, which 

were often seen with layers of grime and 

vertical streaks caused by repeated spillages 

from overhead loading equipment.

When Hornby’s new TTAs arrived for 

review (MR322), I couldn’t wait to shunt 

them onto my weathering workbench and 

decided to treat them to a layered 

approach for maximum realism. 

The following demonstration features 

techniques I’ve been using on tank wagons for 

the past decade or so, tweaked a little between 

wagons to ensure that no two vehicles look the 

same. Anyone who has attended one of my 

rolling stock weathering classes in the past 

may recognise the approach, as I find tank 

wagons are by far the best wagon on which to 

practise a range of techniques, especially 

when wielding an airbrush. 

Indeed, following the complex curved 

profile of a tank barrel, while emitting an 

even flow of paint at a consistent distance, 

is great for practising airbrush control and 

wrist movement.

During those classes, I would provide 

Hornby RailRoad TTAs for students to work on, 

which can be picked up cheaply second-hand. 

I’d certainly recommend practising on 

something like that initially, moving on to 

a more refined Hornby or Bachmann model 

once you’ve built some extra confidence.

The processes are equally suitable to 

other similar wagons, including bogie 

tanks, with a quick study of prototype 

images beforehand being highly 

recommended. Over the years, certain 

operators have tended to keep their 

wagon fleets cleaner than others, and 

certain commodities are more prone to 

leaving heavy staining.

I must warn readers that weathering tank 

wagons can quickly become addictive, 

especially once you have honed your skills. 

For all the weathered TTAs now in my 

collection, I really ought to model an oil 

depot or refinery scene!

George Dent tackles a trio of Hornby TTA tank wagons, explaining his tried-and-trusted 
methods for creating a lifelike, work-stained finish.

WEATHERING 
TANK WAGONS

GEORGE’S TOP TIPS FOR

6 
hrs

MODEL Hornby R60207/8/9 TTA 
tank wagons ◆ Price £34.99 each

OO
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists
Web: www.hornby.com
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Few tank wagons weather in exactly the 

same way, so it’s important to vary the 

appearance of individual models.

Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

http://www.hornby.com
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Having gently prised the wheels out of the 
chassis, weathering could begin. The first step 
was to brush a blend of Dark and Brown 
enamel weathering washes over the entire 
tank barrel, walkway and solebars.

The washes were left for about ten minutes, by 
which time most of the solvent had evaporated, 
leaving a layer of brown pigment. With swabs, 
most of the pigment was then wiped away in 
vertical strokes down the sides of the barrel.

You can leave as much or as little of the 
pigment behind as desired, while the vertical 
strokes mimic streaking caused by gravity, 
rain and spillages. When the tip of the swab 
becomes clogged, switch to a clean one. 

I’ve removed most of the pigment on this 
wagon, leaving traces under and around the 
walkway and filler hatch. When happy, treat the 
other side and each end of the tank barrel. Aim 
for a fairly consistent appearance all around.

1

3

2

4

I also left plenty of ‘dirt’ around the base of 
the barrel. The same process is applied to the 
solebars, leaving traces of pigment around 
the inner edges of the framework and around 
the raised rivet heads.

If the pigment leaves a ‘hard’ edge, it can be 
softened with the tip of a dry, flat brush. Dab 
the bristles onto the surface to loosen excess 
pigment, then use vertical strokes to 
encourage further, fine streaking e�ects.

If the barrel appears a bit too streaky or patchy, 
dip the brush in an enamel thinner (preferably 
a gentle formula aimed at use with weathering 
washes) and stroke the bristles gently over the 
surface, again in vertical movements.

When happy with the appearance of the barrel, 
set aside overnight before starting on the 
underframe. I prefer to blend acrylic paints with 
dry pigment to create a textured coating, which 
is brushed over the entire underframe. 

5 76

8

STEP
BY

STEP

It takes time to work the textured paint around 
all the underframe detail, including brake gear 
and pipework. I aim for a dirty, dark grey shade, 
so Matt Black and Weathered Black paints have 
been mixed with a Burned Rust dry pigment. 

Having treated the chassis, (avoid getting 
paint in the axle bearings) the bu�erheads 
were also treated, along with the faces of the 
disc wheels. Wooden clothes pegs provide 
perfect clamps for 4mm scale wheelsets. 

9 10

http://www.model-rail.co.uk


Dry-brushing has helped to produce a subtle 

burnished e�ect to the metal walkway atop the tank.
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Extra layers of enamel washes can be applied to 
the tank for a grimier finish. A denser blend of 
Dark and Brown washes has been created and 
brushed down the barrel and around the filler 
hatch. Use a swab to ‘feather’ the edges slightly.

Although the extra wash layers can look 
excessive when wet, the e�ect often recedes 
as it dries. After 10-15 minutes, a dry swab is 
used to manipulate the remaining pigment 
into more subtle streaking e�ects. 

A dry, flat brush is also handy for 
manipulating the pigment left behind by 
the wash. By building up several layers in 
this way – allowing each to dry fully – some 
interesting e�ects can be achieved.

It can take three or four washes to build up very 
heavy staining, without any manipulation with 
swabs or dry brushes in between. This naturally 
creates a thicker coating of pigment, which is 
ideal for tanks filled with heavier fuel oils.

The preceding stages can produce e�ective 
results, but an airbrush will take things up 
a notch. I began with a very fine coat of 
thinned RailMatch Frame Dirt, applied over the 
underframe, working it around all the detail.

The wheels were also treated to a misting of 
the Frame Dirt, with the wooden pegs o�ering 
a great way of holding them steady. The flow 
of paint from the airbrush was tested on 
a piece of paper at regular intervals.

The Frame Dirt was also misted over the tank, 
following the profile of the barrel and the 
vertical seams. Work it around the base of the 
walkway and lower edges of the tank to 
enhance the ‘dirt’ left behind from the washes.

A little extra concentration of the Frame Dirt, 
with a drop of Weathered Black added, 
around the walkway and tank filler hatch, 
creates shading and suggests a build-up of 
grime in these hard-to-reach areas. 

After building up those layers of enamel washes 
to mimic spillages, the e�ect is completed by 
misting a mix of Frame Dirt and Weathered 
Black enamels in vertical airbrush movements. 
At all times, just a feint mist of paint is emitted.

Moving towards a darker blend of the two 
RailMatch enamel paints, and with the 
airbrush nozzle further from the model (about 
8in), a more di�use mist is deposited over the 
upper surfaces of the tank barrel.

1211 13
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A layered weathering approach produces more lifelike results than a single application of paints or washes.
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When the model was dry enough to be handled, 
I used a swab dampened with a little of the 
enamel wash thinners (NOT enamel thinner 
formulas aimed at paints/airbrushing) to clean 
up some of the important instruction panels.

The hazard panels were also cleaned up 
slightly, ensuring that they can be easily read 
by railway sta�. Study of prototype images 
reveals that these areas were far more likely 
to be cleaned than other areas of the wagon. 

The cleaned areas will look stark against the 
rest of the weathered wagon, so a very light 
mist of the RailMatch enamels (using the 
leftovers from earlier) will soften the 
appearance. All of the various weathering 
layers add to the realism.

After being left overnight to dry fully, 
a finishing touch was added with Gun Metal 
Dio Drybrushing acrylic paint. With just 
a trace of paint on the bristles, a flat brush 
was run over the walkways, ladders and 
brake handles to enhance the detail relief.

As with the Hornby ‘2MT’ in this month’s 
Masterclass, the wheels of the TTAs were given 
a thorough clean following the weathering 
process. While these wheels do not collect 
power, it’s important to avoid leaving traces of 
paint and pigments on the rails.

21

24

22

23 25

SHOPPING LIST – PAINTS
◆ MIG enamel washes (Neutral, Dark, 

Brown), Ammo by Mig Gun Metal 
Dio Drybrushing paint 
Availability: Scale Model Shop 
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk

◆ LifeColor LC02 Matt black, UA723 
Weathered Black acrylic paints, 
PG107 Eroding Burned Rust dry 
pigment 
Availability: The Airbrush Company 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

◆ RailMatch Paints 402 Frame Dirt, 
412 Weathered Black enamel 
paints, enamel thinners 
Availability: Fox Transfers 
Web: www.fox-transfers.co.uk

TOOLS
◆ Cotton swabs

◆ Paintbrushes (various sizes)

◆ Airbrush and equipment (optional)

◆ Wooden clothes pegs

What George used

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.scalemodelshop.co.uk
http://www.airbrushes.com
http://www.fox-transfers.co.uk
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S
ea moss – also known as sea foam 

– has been a popular material for 

making model trees for decades. Kits 

often come packed with a range of 

di�erent size clumps and, inevitably, there 

will be plenty of loose debris in the box. 

Any larger pieces of sea moss debris are 

ideal for use as they come, but much of the 

smaller ‘waste’ is often discarded. But wait! 

These smaller fibres and clumps can be useful 

for making shrubs and bushes, meaning you 

buy less in the long run, saving yourself a few 

pounds that can be put towards other things.

All aspects of the sea moss kits can be 

used. Although the first step is to remove the 

large seedpods with your fingers or a pair of 

tweezers, they can be crushed and re-used as 

as natural scatter material for the floor of 

a wood or forest.

In this project, I used RTS Microturf as the 

first layer of leaves on the bushes. These are 

tiny foam pieces, larger than fine turf 

scatters, but smaller than Woodland Scenics 

Underbrush, creating a good base on which 

to add sprinkles of fine, light green scatters.

Microturf is available in a number of 

colours, so it doesn’t matter what season or 

type of bush you’re modelling. The RTS 

stockist in the UK is DCC Train Automation 

(www.dcctrainautomation.co.uk).

If you opt to employ Microturf on your 

bushes, it also means that you need less 

scatter material, saving yourself even 

more money.

You can create about 20 trees out of 

a typical single box of sea moss and, with 

the additional costs of the adhesive, paint 

and scatter material for each tree, the price 

works out at around £1 per tree, with the 

bushes being an added bonus. It takes under 

half an hour to prepare the bushes for 

installation, so it can be a quick and easy way 

to add to your scene.

Waste not want not, says Peter Marriott, who has a great idea for using up every last 
fibre of a popular scenic material.

MAKE THE MOST 
OF SEA MOSS KITS

HOW TO

Sea moss kits are primarily used for making 
trees, however there are always smaller 
pieces, often discarded as ‘waste’, that can be 
used to create bushes and undergrowth. 

Even after removal from the box the pieces 
cling together so they will need to be 
separated carefully. Many of the pieces also 
come with seed pods, which can easily be 
removed with a small pair of tweezers.

I began by spraying the sea moss pieces 
with a black acrylic aerosol bought cheaply 
from a pound shop. The pieces can be left 
unpainted but, in my experience, they look 
more realistic if painted a dark colour, which 
contrasts nicely with the leaf covering. 

I selected some suitably sized pieces of sea 
moss and glued them to a piece of corrugated 
cardboard, with a dab of white glue on the base 
of the stem. This allowed me to spray a number 
of bushes with adhesive at the same time and 
the bond can easily be broken afterwards.

1

3

2

4

Spray the sea moss using WWS Layering spray 
adhesive and then apply a layer of Microturf 
(www.rts-greenkeeper.de/en/product/
micro-turf-sommergruen). A few minutes later 
spray more adhesive over the bush and sprinkle 
on tiny amounts of lighter green fine scatters.

5

20 
mins

Price £24.75 (Gaugemaster GM 
195) or £21.00 (Noch 23102)

ANY
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Noch stockists 
or www.gaugemaster.com

STEP
BY

STEP
SHOPPING LIST
◆ Sea Moss kits, from £18.50 per pack 

Availability: www.
modelscenerysupplies.co.uk

◆ Noch embankment 
vegetation, €19.99 RRP 
Availability: Noch stockists

◆ RTS Microturf blossoms, £3.95 per 
pack Availability: www.
dcctrainautomation.co.uk

TOOLS
◆ Tweezers, scissors, hairspray, glue

What you will need

Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW
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After spraying adhesive onto the pieces of 

sea foam, I sprinkled on various layers of the 

scatters, starting with the Microturf, followed 

up with slightly lighter green scatters as 

second and third layers.

I used a pair of tweezers to locate the bushes 

on the layout. When in position, each bush 

only needed a couple of dabs of white glue to 

attach it to the landscape. The glue dries clear 

within a couple of hours.

To avoid any of the scatter material coming 

o� when handling the bushes, it’s a good idea 

to use tweezers to prize the pieces of sea 

moss one at a time o� the piece of cardboard.

The land 

is looking 

pretty bare 

under the 

trees, which 

calls for some 

undergrowth. 

Adding the 

bushes created 

from sea moss 

‘waste’ took 

under an hour. 

As seen in the 

main image 

above, they 

make a big 

di�erence to 

the scene.

After just 20 minutes’ work I had several 

suitable bushes of di�erent shapes and sizes 

that would add some visual interest to the 

scene. Note the di�erent shades coming 

through from the di�erent scatter materials.
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L
ast year, I began building a new 

‘OO’ gauge layout loosely based on 

Carne Point in Cornwall, on the 

River Fowey, where china clay is 

unloaded from railway wagons and 

transferred to ships for export.

Back in 2021, I was able to take one of the 

hour-long boat trips from Fowey harbour, 

which pass the Carne Point loading terminal. 

Although no ships were anchored next to the 

jetties, I did get a great view of the various 

structures and surrounding landscape. 

There was also a handful of CDA hopper 

wagons dotted around the location, 

presumably awaiting attention before 

rejoining the main fleet. 

On my return home, I reviewed my 

photographs and set myself the task of 

building one of the smaller loading sheds, 

together with a length of harbour wall (over 

1.5 metres in all). The latter would provide an 

interesting task, as a range of di�erent 

materials have been employed at the real 

location, presumably owing to changing 

practices at the site, and extensions and 

repairs over the years.

THE REAL RAILWAY
The single-track branch line to Carne Point 

runs for about five miles alongside the River 

Fowey, emanating from a junction with the 

Paddington-Penzance main line near 

Lostwithiel station. The branch now 

terminates at the china clay loading jetties 

but, until June 1965, there was also 

a passenger service along this branch 

linking Lostwithiel and Fowey, with a halt at 

A visit to the Cornish china clay facility at Carne Point inspired Peter Marriott’s 
latest layout project. In this first instalment, he explains the attraction of the 
location and makes a start on the all-important harbour wall.

BUILDING ‘FOWEY’
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Peter’s latest layout, 

‘Fowey’, depicts 

a Cornish china clay 

facility, where the 

material is transferred 

from railway to ship.

4 hrsOO
GAUGE

Golant being the only intermediate stop.

China clay, or kaolin, is highly decomposed 

granite, weathered by its interaction with 

water. Discovery of china clay deposits in 

Cornwall was made in 1755 by William 

Cookworthy and clay is now extracted using 

high-pressure water jets to force it out of the 

ground, which has resulted in the pock-

marked landscape in the area around St 

Austell and Par. After much washing and 

filtering, the clay is dried to a fine powder 

ready to transport by rail, road and ship. 

Today, freight trains operate on an 

as-required basis rather than to a timetable, 

depending on demand and supply of the 

material. Most of the tra�ic travels from 

Goonbarrow Junction, on the Par-Newquay 

branch, then along the main line to Lostwithiel. 

The china clay loading dock, which was 

taken over from BR by English China Clay 

PART

ONE
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SHOPPING LIST
◆ Various Woodland Scenics scatter 

materials, static grass fibres, foam 
sheets, plaster bandage, acrylic 
paints and adhesives 
Availability: 
Woodland Scenics stockists 
Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

TOOLS
◆ Craft knife and spare blades

◆ Steel ruler

◆ Cutting mat

◆ Tweezers

◆ Paintbrushes

◆ Static grass applicator (optional)

What Peter used

(ECC – now Imerys), has modern mechanical 

equipment to speed the loading of ships 

that will take the precious cargo to various 

parts of the world. 

Some of the Western Region’s diesel-

hydraulic classes were regular performers 

on china clay tra�ic. Together with North 

British Type 2 D63XX locomotives 

(Class 22) and the arrival of the more 

powerful Class 37s at St Blazey in late 1977/

early 1978, the line became even more 

famous with rail enthusiasts. 

China clay was originally transported to 

the docks in traditional 12 or 13-ton capacity 

wooden-bodied open wagons with end 

tipping for unloading. As the product had to 

be kept dry, tarpaulin sheets were placed 

over the load. The distinctive ‘Clay Hood’ 

wagons, with an elevated bar to keep the 

tarpaulin above the load in a tent fashion, 

were a common sight from the late 1960s 

until the introduction of the CDA hopper fleet 

in the 1980s, which themselves have recently 

been withdrawn in favour of higher capacity 

bogie wagons. In recent years, Class 66s 

have worked all these duties. 

At Carne Point, ECC employed some 

ex-BR diesel shunting locomotives in the 

yard, including a pair of the Blackstone-

engined Class 10s, Nos.D3476 & D3497, 

which were later replaced by a Class 08 

(pannier tanks had usually carried out these 

duties in the steam era).

HOW TO: BUILD A HARBOUR WALL
Faced with having to create 1.5 metres of harbour wall, I was pleased by the fact that the 

real location features various types of structure. There are stone and concrete walls, 

sections of corrugated steel pilings and sections of weed-covered embankments, so 

there would be plenty of variety.

Luckily, while rooting through my boxes of stockpiled materials, I found a number of 

useful products…

DOCKSIDE WALLING
Branded as part of Gaugemaster’s Fordhampton range of 

lineside structure kits, this Faller plastic kit provides over 

half a metre of dockside walling, portraying the heavy-duty 

corrugated steel pilings that can be seen along rivers, 

canals and wharves all over the UK and abroad. As well as 

the lengths of wall, extra detail fittings are also provided, 

such as capping stones and mooring bollards. 

The parts come pre-coloured and there’s even a degree 

of weathering applied, meaning that they simply need 

cutting to size and bonding together.

Product: Gaugemaster GM438 Dockside Walling kit

Price: £16.25

Availability: Gaugemaster stockists or direct

Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

STONE-BUILT SEA WALL
This more traditional stone-built sea wall was produced by 

Osborn’s Models of Bideford. Produced to order, the wall is 

created from a lightweight grey foam with the stonework 

detail created by laser cutting. This particular wall section 

incorporates a stairway down to the water, which is 

a welcome feature, adding a bit of extra visual interest. 

Osborn’s team can create bespoke parts to suit your own 

needs, in ‘N’ and ‘OO’, with all products 

crafted at their North Devon premises. Projects are 

priced individually. Call 01237 423453 or email 

osbornsmodels@btinternet.com for more details.

Product: Bespoke sea wall

Price: £POA

Availability: Osborn’s Models 

Web: www.osbornsmodels.com

COTSWOLD WALLING
Fowey is obviously some distance from the Cotswolds, 

but this flexible walling proved useful for creating the 

overgrown stone embankment alongside the river. It’s 

available in suitable sizes for either ‘N’ or ‘OO’ gauge, 

under the Arch Laser brand employed for much of the 

laser-cut products produced in-house by Osborn’s Models. 

Product: Arch Laser ALOO200 

Flexible Cotswold stone walling

Price: £8.95

Availability: Osborn’s Models

Web: www.osbornsmodels.com

China clay is a very dusty commodity and, when 

wet, it forms a slurry which is liable to stick to 

anything. Accordingly, weathering the track and 

surrounding area is essential.

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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The glue was left to set overnight before small 

sheets of plaster bandage were dipped in water 

and spread carefully over the landscape, thus 

filling any gaps in the foam and creating 

smoother contours.

This is the section of Cotswold stone walling, 

with the foam and plaster bandage harnessed to 

create a sloping embankment down to the 

water level. With a damp brush, clean any errant 

plaster out of the stonework before it sets.

I coated the trackbed with a generic shade of

grey and the landscape with an olive green paint. 

Hobby acrylics or emulsion tester pots, available 

from craft and DIY stores, o�er a cheap source of 

such paints – the exact shades are unimportant.

The rear landscape and the earth surrounding 

the section of Cotswold stone walling were 

coated with Woodland Scenics’ Scenic 

Cement before sprinkling on a base layer of 

Earth Fine Turf.

7

10

8

11

I had to reduce the height of the Osborn’s 

Models wall to match that of the Gaugemaster 

components, as the two walls will sit side-by-side 

within my scene. The foam is easy to cut with 

a sharp blade against a steel rule.

Again, foam nails were employed to hold the 

sheets of foam in position while the glue set. 

I shaped more foam to form the landscape at 

the rear of the scene. Don’t worry about any 

gaps at this stage, as they’ll soon be filled in.

Another overnight rest was needed before the 

scene was treated to a coat or two of acrylic 

paint. The paint seals the plaster and covers the 

bright white landform, preventing it showing 

through any layers of scenic material.

3

6

9

STEP
BY

STEP

The Faller dockside walling kit, available under 

the Gaugemaster brand, provides plenty of 

material for a post-1960s harbour scene, with 

enough material to cover over 500mm of wall. 

The parts are even pre-finished and weathered.

This length of stone-built sea wall was produced by Osborn’s Models and features a stairway and 

vertical timber baulks, complete with wood grain e�ect. The stonework boasts a realistic texture.

Having discerned the location of the harbour 

walls, the sections were glued into place with 

PVA. Woodland Scenics Foam Nails were used to 

hold the sections in position while the glue dried, 

checking that the walls stood vertically.

To raise the level of the ground behind the walls, 

sheets of polystyrene foam were bonded to the 

baseboard with PVA glue. Waste packaging is 

a cheap source of material, or flat sheets are 

available from craft stores or Woodland Scenics.

1

4

2

5
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Already, the scene is starting to take shape, 

although the steel wall section is lacking 

a suitable layer of capping stones, as would be 

seen in real life. The Gaugemaster kit provides 

suitable plastic parts.

12

With the shallow Gaugemaster capping strips 

fixed in position, I cut a strip of mounting card 

to fill in the space behind. With the tip of 

a sharp blade, I scored lines into the card to 

represent individual concrete sections.

Away from the steel wall sections, I needed to 

continue the lineside slab walkway, so more of 

the mounting card was glued in place. This older 

section of harbour wall was designed to look 

a little less perfect, so the slabs undulate slightly.

The track was laid, wired and tested before 

ballasting (using fine grey chippings). When the 

ballast glue had set, I painted the sides of the 

rails a rusty brown, turning to white closer to the 

unloading area, depicting china clay dust.

The embankment and partially buried 

section of Cotswold stone walling, treated 

earlier to a base layer of fine turf scatter 

material, was brushed over with Woodland 

Scenics Static Tac adhesive.

13

16

14

17

The mounting card was painted with an 

undercoat of dark grey acrylic paint, followed 

by lighter shades, allowing the dark undercoat 

to remain in the scored recesses between the 

slabs. The mooring bollards were installed.

Light green grass fibres were then scattered 

over the wet glue using a static grass 

applicator. This can be achieved in multiple 

layers if desired, using di�erent lengths and 

shades of fibres for greater variety and texture.

15

18

Various colours and sizes of grass tufts, 

undergrowth and bushes were added to the 

embankments to create the overgrown section. 

This will contrast nicely with the more industrial 

scene at the opposite end.

The rear embankment was treated in a similar

way, with straw-coloured static grass fibres 

added around the tracks using my Noch 

Gras-Master tool.

19 20

Here’s a peek at the finished scene, with lots of extra lineside 

detail added. I’m happy with the transition from the rural nature 

of the branch line on the right-hand side to the dusty, appearance 

of the unloading area on the left.
21
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Here’s a list of sources that Peter found 
useful during his research.

BOOKS
◆ Realistic Railway Modelling: Layout 

Design by Iain Rice (Haynes 
Publishing, 2011)

◆ China Clay Trains in Colour
by Maurice Dart (Ian Allan, 2000)

◆ Illustrated History of West Country 
China Clay Trains by John Vaughan 
(OPC, 1987)

◆ Modelling the British Rail Era by 
Ian Fleming, Steve Flint, Ken Gibbons 
and Jeff Taylor (Santona, 2000) 

◆ Modern Locomotives Illustrated 
Annual No. 2 (The Railway Centre 
Ltd, 2011)

MAGAZINES
◆ ‘Whiter than White Parts 1 & 2’ 

Model Rail, November and 
December 2000 issues

DVDS
◆ Telerail’s Rail Freight Today Vol 6 

South West
Tel: 01524 735774 
Web: www.telerail.co.uk

WEBSITES
◆ www.cornwallrailwaysociety.org.uk/

Want to know more?

INSPIRATION

Looking towards the river estuary, this is 

one of the larger structures at the Imerys 

Carne Point china clay ship loading facility. 

My layout will feature a re-creation of the 

shed to the right of the image.

Above: Another loading facility raised way 

above the water on substantial steel piles 

and girders. This would have been more of 

a modelling challenge!

Left: A distinctive feature of the whole location is 

the white china clay dust coating virtually every 

surface. It would have been nice to incorporate 

this structure into my layout, as it would be simple 

to build from plastic sheet and strip, but the size of 

my baseboard will not allow it.

Below: There are lots of trees along this 

stretch of the riverbank. A pair of CDA wagons 

are parked in one of the sidings, presumably in 

need of repair. Note the transition from 

a substantial stone harbour wall to more of an 

embankment. Again, there’s evidence of a tide

mark on the stonework.

Above: With an interesting brick-built 

workshop structure in the background, 

one of the harbour pilot boats is moored 

awaiting its next duty.

Above: BR Class 08 08954, in Railfreight sector 

livery, is seen shunting the Carne Point facility in 

June 1990. Note the copious amounts of spilled 

china clay everywhere! COLOUR RAIL

WHAT’S NEXT?
Peter explains how he recreated the 

waters of the River Fowey.

Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW
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What 
makes this 

layout great?
Working in a non-mainstream scale means that a modeller faces the challenge of building many elements of a layout from scratch, or adapting existing kits. It may seem daunting, but the level of reward is 

un-matched.

1
The comedy series 

League of Gentlemen

was filmed in Hadfield, a 

location on the former 

Woodhead line. Phil has 

included some references to 

this on the layout, including 

the ‘Local Shop’.



Up to scratch
Phil Mason wanted to hone his modelling skills and help his 
club, so he put himself through an intensive scratchbuilding 

exercise with this 3mm masterpiece.

Words: Chris Gadsby Photographs: Chris Nevard Artwork: Andrew Macintosh
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ave you ever built a small model 
railway as a practice run for 
a much larger layout? It’s been 
known, but most of us will just dive 

straight in with the larger layout and correct 
any mistakes as we go along. Phil Mason, on 
the other hand, discovered that after some 
home renovations he had the perfect 
opportunity to build a new layout and 
help out his club along the way.

“The layout came from an unusual source, 
as we’d had a new fireplace installed at home, 
but were told that we hadn’t paid for the old 
one to be removed. Cue the fireplace being left 
on the drive for us to deal with. ‘No problem’, 
I thought, ‘I’ll just dismantle it and take it to 
the tip in several trips if necessary’. Upon 
dismantling, I was left with a 2x1 framework 
which used to be the hearth of the fire. Well, 
that very quickly became a baseboard and 
‘Bluish TMD’ was born.”

Measuring 5ft 4in by 14in, ‘Bluish TMD’ is 

H

The catenary stanchions have been created from 
soldered brass.

The fuel tanks created from paint bottles.

The array of lineside ‘clutter’, all of which has a 
believable purpose.

1

2

3

things we like3
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set in 1981, just before the Manchester-She�eld 
Woodhead Line and, specifically, Reddish depot, 
closed down. Reddish was the main shed for the 
1,500V electrics that ran on the line from 1955 until 
closure, some of which have been represented within 
Phil’s miniature world. 

Primarily, the layout is used as a test bed for 
catenary, pantographs and new locomotives before 
they get the chance to stretch their legs on a more 
substantial Woodhead-themed 3mm scale layout, 
currently under construction by the Macclesfield 
Model Railway Group. It also allows Phil to test 
scenic structures before committing to them on 
a more intensive project. As one might imagine, 
modelling in 3mm scale is not an out-of-the-box 
pastime, and involves a little more work to get the 
trains up and running.

BODY WORK
“Building in 3mm, virtually everything has to be 
scratchbuilt or altered in some way, including the 
locomotives. I had to make the bodies and then see 
which chassis would work best with them. Naturally, 
because di�erent classes of locomotives are di�erent 
sizes, that meant finding 3mm chassis that were about 
the same size and making them fit. There are many 
di�erent chassis underneath the locomotive bodies, 
from elderly Tri-ang and Berlinerbahnen to ‘state-of-
the-art’ DCC-ready Piko and Arnold, which feature 
all-wheel drive and twin flywheels.” 

As Phil explains, resin casting o�ers a handy means 
of duplication. “The Class 76 bodies have been 
professionally cast in resin from a Plastikard master 
I created while working in the Falkland Islands. 
I recall making the curved roof of the Class 47 by 
bending the Plastikard around a chair arm with the 
aid of a clothes iron!

3
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Above: The rail-mounted 

breakdown crane started 

life as a ‘OO’ Airfix plastic kit, 

but the components were 

carefully trimmed down 

to 3mm scale.

4

5
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“The bodyshells were returned to me as plain 
resin so I had to fit the handrails and do the 
painting myself. The best-running model is 
a Class 50, which is a bit out of place because it 
still has a ‘D’ number in 1980, but works the best 
on a Roco chassis. The Class 47 is on a Tillig 
Traxx chassis and I had to completely rebuild 
the Arnold one as it was very delicate and fell 
apart in my hands. The Class 08 shunter is 
state-of-the-art. It’s a 3D-printed body and is 
a ‘near ready to run’ model from Lincoln Loco 
Works through The 3mm Society. The society 
gives you a Geo� Helliwell working chassis and 

a 3D-printed body, so all you have to do is paint 
and add the small details. 3mm modelling 
really is the art of compromise as you have to 
see what chassis will work with what models. 
Today, 3D printing has made creating models 
much easier, but it takes away some of the skill 
and imagination of being a modeller which 
I enjoy the most.”

BASHING AND BUILDING
Like the majority of model railways, Phil’s 
layout isn’t just about the locomotives. He has 
also created a lifelike miniature world to 

The biggest problem modellers 

in 3mm have at present is 

sourcing appropriate road vehicles. 

As a compromise, a few ‘HO’ scale 

vans have been used, which aren’t too 

far from 1:100 scale. Similarly, figures 

can be tricky, but smaller ‘HO’ figures 

will look OK if placed strategically.

6
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accompany them, through a mix of kit-bashing and 
scratchbuilding.

“Much like the locomotives, getting buildings in 
3mm scale is also di�cult and you rely on 
scratchbuilding a lot of the time. 

“Fortunately, I have been modelling in the scale for 
so long that I have had a lot of practice and own a huge 
‘box of bits’ from which to choose suitable materials. 
The largest item at ‘Bluish TMD’ is the shed, created 
from Sundeala and wrapped with embossed 
Plastikard. To make the windows I used the clear 
plastic from a box of Ferrero Rocher which holds its 
shape well as it is quite rigid. I was even able to use it 
for the curved driver’s window on a ‘Deltic’. The 
fuelling depot tanks have an interesting heritage. 
I bought a Wills ‘HO/OO’ kit to discover that not only 
were the tanks too small for that scale, but they were 
too small for ‘TT:100’; in fact, they were the perfect size 
for a ‘TTA’ wagon in 3mm. This is the sort of adaptation 
and reuse that you get used to in this scale.”

LIGHTING THE WAY
To allow Phil to run his layout at any time of day, he 
has fitted a variable resistor to his LED lighting 
circuit, which enables him to compensate for the 
variations in the ambient lighting of exhibition halls. 
Each period of the day allows a di�erent part of the 
model to take the limelight, and although the 
locomotives take centre stage for most of the day, the 
signals shine brightest in the evening.

“I have a lower quadrant semaphore representing the 
prototype that survived under the wires outside Guide 

Most of the small details on 

Phil’s layout have been 

replicated as far as possible 

from photographs, but 

some are entirely from 

Phil’s imagination. The 

refuelling point, inspired 

by Guide Bridge, for 

example, is scratchbuilt 

from bits and bobs found in 

his waste plastic box.

7
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Bridge until the mid-1980s. The post is a 4mm scale Ratio 
post with etched 3mm Society arms, spectacles made 
from stained glass paint, and an LED from a bargain 
shop Christmas decoration. The colour light signal was 
straightforward, being just three LEDs on top of a brass 
tube. The two ground signals were a di�erent story. 
These were made using LEDs soldered to a piece of 
copper-clad strip. They’re also interlocked with the point 
motors so that they always show a suitable aspect. 
I wouldn’t like to try those in ‘N’ gauge.”

Phil hopes that ‘Bluish TMD’ might inspire others to 
try 3mm scale, especially as the post-steam era is 
under-represented in this scale. It would certainly o�er 
the chance to create something truly unique. 

Small buildings at ‘Bluish 

TMD’ have been created 

with a balsawood shell, 

such as the navvies’ hut.

10
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“I like to go cycling 
a couple of times a week. 
I’ve done the three-peak 
cyclo-cross 20 times and 
used to do fell running.”

Gauge and scale: 3mm:1ft, 12mm gauge

Size: 5ft 4in by 14in

Track: Peco H0m 

Power and control: Analogue

Time to build: Six months

FACTFILE: ‘BLUISH’

MODELLER CV: 
PHIL MASON

5ft 4in

10
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SEE ‘BLUISH’ IN THE FLESH!Phil Mason will be 
exhibiting his layout at the 
York Model Railway Show, 

March 30 - April 1, at 
York Racecourse YO23 1EX

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Our reviewers

Nick Brodrick
A steam fanatic and active 
volunteer fireman.

George Dent
Model Rail’s modern image expert 
also has a passion for steam.

How we test
At Model Rail, we pride ourselves on the quality, 

thoroughness and unbiased nature of our reviews. 

We assess models on their looks, performance, features 

and value for money. We also run them on our own test 

tracks, which feature various gradients and numerous 

challenging track configurations.

82
Cavalex Models  
Class 56

86
EFE Rail  
SR ‘Booster’ Co-Co

90
Ellis Clark Trains 
LMS ‘Black Five’

94
Hornby LMS Fowler ‘4P’ 2-6-4T –  
Big Four Limited Edition

95
Hornby LMS  
Class 8F 2-8-0

96
Revolution  
Trains PCA  
Alumina tanks

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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Reviews

W
hen Cavalex first 

announced its 

Class 56 project, 

my initial reaction 

was to question whether we 

really needed another ‘OO’ 

version. I was more than happy 

with my collection of Hornby 

models, which were a huge 

step up from the old Mainline 

‘56’, although that had been 

one of the best-looking models 

of the 1980s. 

However, as the Cavalex 

project progressed, it was 

fascinating to see production 

samples at exhibitions over the 

past year, revealing just how 

special this ‘56’ could be. With the 

first production batch of models 

arriving in early February, 

I couldn’t wait to get my hands 

on ‘large logo’ blue 56093, 

which I’d pre-ordered for myself. 

Cavalex also kindly sent us 

a sample of Load Haul 56055, 

providing a contrast in liveries 

and detail appointments.

Packaged in a large foam-lined 

box, the locomotives are bolted 

to a sturdy plastic transit cradle, 

protecting them successfully 

from bumps during their long 

voyage from China. Both samples 

thus arrived in perfect condition, 

with not a loose detail fitting to 

be found anywhere.

DETAIL THERAPY
Instantly, it’s clear to see how 

much e�ort has gone into these 

models, as they look superb, 

capturing the look of the real 

thing to a tee. Cavalex has gone 

to exhaustive lengths to mimic 

the various detail and profile 

variations between the 

Romanian, Doncaster and 

Crewe-built locomotives (and 

variations thereof), many of 

which are incredibly subtle but 

nonetheless important. 

Our two samples are useful for 

identifying a number of these 

deviations, with 56055 sporting 

the smaller cab front grilles, split 

horizontal handrails, rubber 

grommets surrounding the 

central headlamps, recessed side 

head/tail lamps, and partial 

beading around the bu�erbeam. 

In contrast, 56093 carries the 

larger front grille, plated 

central headlamp surround, 

flush-mounted side head/tail 

lamps and no beading around 

the bu�erbeam.

But that’s not all – minor 

di�erences to the cab door 

handrails and windscreen 

surrounds (rubber or plated) are 

observed, while 56093 also 

features the later fabricated cab 

front profile, which is slightly 

more angular than the earlier 

batches. Even more variances 

feature across the full range, 

including di�erent mesh patterns 

for the grilles and full bu�erbeam 

cowlings where appropriate.

Period-specific detail 

di�erences are also present, such 

as the cab roof antennae on the 

Load Haul version, which also 

carries the revised pattern of cant 

rail level grilles at the No. 2 end. 

It would be easy to get bogged 

down in the minutiae of detail 

variances, but we shouldn’t 

overlook the wonderful 

foundations of these models, 

which possess a solid feel and 

exceptional level of build quality 

and finish. The various mesh 

grilles are superfine but resilient 

to handling, with the main 

Cavalex 

Models Class 56
◆GAUGE ‘OO’ ◆MODEL Cavalex Models • Class 56 56093 BR ‘large logo’ blue • 56055 Load Haul black/orange 

◆ PRICE £189.95 each (DCC-ready), £289.95 (DCC sound-fitted) ◆ AVAILABILITY Cavalex stockists Webwww.cavalexmodels.com

http://www.cavalexmodels.com
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Lift-off roof panel for 
DCC socket.

Independently powered 
roof fans.

Superb detail throughout, but 
bogies are a highlight.

1
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things 
we like
3

bodyside panels revealing 

a convincing representation of the 

cooler group behind (cast into the 

main chassis block). The 

see-through cant rail louvres are 

something else and a section of 

the roof at the No. 2 end can be 

easily lifted o� (being retained by 

small magnets) to reveal the DCC 

socket and a couple of slide switch 

banks that govern the various 

lighting functions for DC users. 

FEATURE-RICH
There are also switches 

governing the twin roof fans, 

which are powered individually 

by tiny electric motors. DCC users 

can control all of these features at 

the touch of a button – DCC 

sound-fitted models also being 

produced by Cavalex.

The bogie frames are a work of 

art in themselves, with multiple 

layers of components giving them 

a greater sense of depth and 

realism, especially concerning the 

unusual outside brake cylinders 

and lever arrangement. The 

central dampers are also 

separately installed, while the 

addition of coil springs above the 

frames and the chequerplate 

treads on the footsteps add 

even more authenticity.

Between the bogies, 

the battery boxes, 

compressors, reservoir 

tanks, sandboxes and 

fire suppressant system 

panels are all correct, 

with plastic pipework 

linking everything 

together neatly.

Access to the interior 

is simply a matter of 

unclipping and lifting 

away the bodyshell, 

with no delicate cables 

or plugs and sockets to 

navigate. The user-friendly 

approach continues with 

the detailed cab interiors which 

can also be popped out of the 

body with ease, making the 

addition of a footplate crew and 

other details as simple as possible.

http://www.model-rail.co.uk


1: Romanian-built 56003 takes the 

She�ield line at Doncaster, with 

a rake of empty MGR hoppers in 

1986. COLOUR RAIL

2: With Transrail logos added over 

its former BR engineers’ ‘Dutch’ 

livery, 56047 is stabled at Eastleigh 

in August 1995. COLOUR RAIL
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The UK’s upsurge in coal-fired power generation 
in the 1970s, due to a hike in oil prices, led 
British Rail to urgently pursue a dedicated fleet of 
new diesel locomotives. Class 47s had become 
the staple traction for heavier merry-go-round 
(MGR) coal services, linking collieries and 
power stations, with pairs of Class 20s also 
putting in sterling efforts. However, a more 
powerful and resilient design was needed, which 
led to the Class 56 Co-Co, developed in 
conjunction with Brush. 

Owing to a lack of capacity at UK works, 
production of the first 30 locomotives was 
sub-contracted to Electroputere in Romania. 
Numerous issues arose with these early 
locomotives upon delivery, 
delaying their introduction until 
1977. The remainder of the 
136-strong fleet was 
subsequently built at BR’s 
Doncaster and Crewe Works, 
with the final example entering 
service in 1984.

Designed with the haulage of 
heavy coal, aggregate and steel 
trains firmly in mind, the ‘56s’ 
sphere of operation soon spread 
across much of England and 
South Wales, plus southern areas 
of Scotland. As well as MGR coal 
trains, Class 56s also became 
synonymous with the 3,300-ton 
iron ore services from Port Talbot to Llanwern 
(operated by pairs of ‘56s’) and, prior to the 
introduction of the GM Class 59s, the ‘56s’ hauled 
stone traffic from the Mendip quarries.

Post-privatisation, reliability issues and the arrival of the 
Class 66 led EWS to withdraw the entire Class 56 fleet in 
2003. Various examples have since been preserved or 
reactivated for use by main line operators, in the UK and 
abroad, including Fastline, Colas and GB Railfreight. 
GBRf has also been in the process of re-engineering 
a fleet of ‘56s’ to become Class 69, with the ninth 
example recently completed.

3: Load Haul’s 56102 is seen at Knottingley in June 1997, sporting 

the revised pattern of cant rail grilles. COLOUR RAIL

1Factfile: BR Class 56

3

2

Cavalex Models Class 56 – in detail
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

This could be the best RTR 
‘OO’ diesel to date.

PROS

● Superb looks and fidelity. 
● Excellent performance.

● Build quality.
● Top-notch finish.
● Modeller-friendly

features.

CONS

● Nothing.

FACTFILE: CAVALEX MODELS BR CLASS 56

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL
Length 63ft 6in 254mm 254.5mm  
Height 12ft 9¾in 51.1mm 51.5mm
Width 9ft 2in 36.3mm 36mm
Wheel diameter 3ft 9in 15mm 15mm
Bogie wheelbase 13ft 6in 54mm 54mm

SERVICING
How to dismantle: Body unclips from chassis
Where to oil: See instructions

OVERVIEW
Manufacturer: Cavalex Models
Ref. Nos. CM-56055-LH/ CM-56093-LL
Unit Nos. 56055/56093
Scale/gauge: 1:76 scale, ‘OO’ gauge
Body: Plastic with metal parts
Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 625g
Min. curve radius: 438mm 
(second radius)
Wheel back-to-back: 14.3mm

MECHANISM
Drive system: Motor drives outer axles of each 
bogie via cardan shafts and gears
Flywheel(s): Two
Traction tyres: No

ELECTRICS
Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Five-pole, skew-wound
Lights: Directional head/ tail lights, cab interior
DCC-ready: 21pin socket

A powerful, centrally mounted 

motor powers the outer axles of 

each bogie and a pair of hefty 

brass flywheels help provide 

super-smooth motion throughout 

the speed range. Power is 

collected from all six axles via 

the outer axle bearings, so 

there are no wiper contacts to 

clog or become misaligned, 

and drop-in replacement 

wheelsets are available for 

‘P4’ and ‘EM’ modellers.

On the rails, both ‘56s’ worked 

faultlessly, hauling long freight and 

passenger trains with ease. The 

unpowered, floating centre axles 

of each bogie helped on uneven 

areas of track and, despite the 

outer sanding pipes being a close 

fit to the bogie frames, they did not 

interfere with their movement 

over curves and points. The 

various lighting functions also 

proved e�ective, with a pleasing 

degree of light emitted.

ACCESSORIES
Each model comes supplied 

with a bag of brake hoses and 

clip-in cosmetic screw couplings, 

which pivot from side to side, 

just like the real thing. A pair of 

coupling guards is also provided, 

which clip into the NEM pockets 

once the tension locks have 

been removed. I should add 

that the model’s handbook is 

great, with clear diagrams and 

lots of useful information for 

both analogue and DCC users.

Try as I might, I can’t find 

anything to criticise on these 

models. They look the part, feature 

an amazing level of detail (without 

feeling too delicate or fussy), run 

superbly and are designed, 

packaged and priced well. 

At the time of writing, most 

retailers had sold out of most 

of the first batch of ‘56s’, but 

a second production run is 

already planned. Marking 

Cavalex’s first locomotive 

model, this will be a hard act to 

follow, although the team 

assures me that many lessons 

learned from the ‘56’ project are 

being fed into the forthcoming 

Class 60 – the prototypes of 

which are looking fantastic. 

The ‘56’ is up there with 

the best RTR ‘OO’ models I’ve 

ever come across which, given 

the amazing range of products 

that have come on stream 

recently, is quite an achievement. 

In fact, I would put it at the 

very top of the pile. For now 

at least! (GD)

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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I
t was in 2003 that Hornby 

took what was considered by 

some to be a risk by releasing 

a range of the Southern 

Railway’s unconventional ‘Q1’ 

0-6-0s. Healthy sales immediately 

pointed to all kinds of possibilities 

in what had hitherto been 

a relatively conservative market. 

The emergence of the Bulleid-

Raworth ‘Booster’ electric 

locomotive from the Bachmann 

EFE Rail range – 21 years later – 

demonstrates just how much the 

RTR market has changed.

Only two ‘Boosters’ of this 

particular type were built by the 

Southern Railway: Nos. CC1 and 

CC2, later British Railways 

Class 70s Nos. 20001 and 20002. 

Even so, their many guises mean 

that there are five versions to 

choose from: SR grey No. CC1, SR 

malachite green No. CC1, BR 

black and aluminium/silver 

No. 20002, BR green No. 20002 

and BR blue No. 20001. With no 

surviving prototype to copy, the 

research, development and 

design team must be 

commended for capturing the 

1940s style fully evident in 

archive views. 

Careful study of our two 

review models (one kindly 

supplied by Bachmann, the other 

purchased from Rails of 

She�ield) reveals a complex suite 

of radii around the cab ends in 

particular. The points at which 

the gently bowed cab ends meet 

the sloping roof fronts look 

absolutely spot on, as do the 

subtle vertical angles.

SCI-FI SEMBLANCE
One of the most readily 

identifiable traits of the prototype 

is the shape of the end windows. 

Square in proportion, but with 

curved-o� corners, these high 

apertures give the ‘Booster’ the 

curious look of a machine that 

would have been equally at home 

in a contemporary sci-fi flick. 

Indeed, the cabs share 

commonality with the 

1939-introduced ‘2-HALs’ (as 

already modelled by Hornby), 

giving these locomotives a very 

Southern Electric family feel. 

The battleship grey example 

features inserted platework over 

the end windows, as seen on the 

1941 prototype (in order to keep 

the glow from the cab lights to 

a minimum under wartime 

blackout conditions). These have 

been well executed by EFE and 

are surrounded by an array of 

separately fitted details. The 

air-whistles and windscreen 

EFE Rail 
SR ‘Booster’ Co-Co
◆GAUGE ‘OO’ ◆MODEL EFE Rail • E82001 SR ‘Booster’ CC1, SR grey • E82002 SR ‘Booster’ CC1, SR green ◆ PRICE £184.95 each

◆ AVAILABILITY EFE Rail stockists Webwww.bachmann.co.uk

http://www.bachmann.co.uk
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Cab ends are accurately shaped 
and reflect the ‘Cyberman’ look 
of the originals!

The pantograph is very fine 
– a rare commodity of the late 
Southern Railway era.

Six-wheel bogies have plenty 
of depth and show authentic 
daylight between shoebeams 
and frame.

1
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wipers are fine injection-moulded 

plastic, accompanied by wire 

handrails and tiny lamp irons. 

The malachite green example 

displays the Southern Railway’s 

well known ‘engine code’ 

designation (lights within discs), 

whereas the grey version 

features as-built reporting 

number blinds. 

A ‘bag of bits’ for each 

locomotive type allows 

customisation for both 

prototypes: either a cluster of 

blanks for the route discs/lamps, 

and the grey comes with the 

most common reporting number 

stencil blinds (blanked-o� on 

later versions). Dummy screwlink 

couplings and steam heat pipes 

are provided for the modeller to 

fit as desired. 

Bu�ers, although sprung, are 

painted plastic. Their silver 

‘heads’ would benefit from 

weathering to tone down the 

bright appearance.

The defining feature of the roof 

is the pantograph (tram-style 

catenary was used in some of the 

SR’s larger goods depots, rather 

than the conventional third-rail to 

avoid catastrophic third-rail 

accidents with ground-level 

shunters). Most of its pieces 

are made from fine, sprung 

metal parts, and it looks just as 

impressive in both lowered 

and raised positions. 

The otherwise plain roof is 

punctuated by small yet 

appreciable details, such as the 

riveted lapped steel sheets. The 

neat cab roof ventilators are the 

same design as SR carriages and 

would therefore have been 

o�-the-shelf parts.

The boxy nature of the 

‘Booster’ is also interrupted by 

a dozen deep-recessed 

rectangular cant rail apertures 

(which on the originals provided 

cooling air intake to the motor 

generator equipment). 

Both bodysides are remarkably 

di�erent in appearance. One side 

is festooned in rectangular 

grilles, which are moulded as 

part of the bodyshell. The other 

is plain in comparison, 

capturing the flush-riveted 

panels of the prototype. 

Both flanks include wire grab 

rails, and small nautical portholes 

feature midway along each side. 

BOGIE WONDERLAND
The bogies represent one of the 

few areas where the real thing 

demands genuine relief. Happily, 

EFE has not skimped in this area 

and there is pleasing depth to the 

springs, axlebox covers, sand 

boxes (augmented by pipes that 

‘feed’ the wheels), third-rail 

shoebeams, shoe fuses (the little 

grey boxes), and footsteps. There 

is an appreciable amount of 

daylight between parts that 

emphasises the bogies aren’t 

basic one-piece components. 

Separately supplied are the 

third-rail shoes themselves, 

which simply clip into lugs on 

the beams. Do, however, make 

sure your layout’s trackside 

equipment won’t foul these, 

hence the individual choice to fit. 

Meanwhile, the distinctive 

Bulleid Firth-Brown disc 

wheels are obvious from most 

viewing angles.

Decoration of our samples is of 

a good standard; there is a deep 

lustre to the finish of the grey and 

green and the speed whiskers of 

the grey example are especially 

striking. The bu�erbeam 

numerals and Southern lettering 

(malachite only) are slightly 

translucent however, which allows 

the tones of darker colours to 

seep through. A minor quibble. 

A peek inside the cab reveals 

a driver’s control desk, finished in 

the economy pale green used 

extensively by the Southern in 

‘sta� areas’, such as guard’s 

compartments. Our sample 

seems to have taken a knock in 

transit as one of the desks has 

been dislodged, but nothing 

that cannot be solved by taking 

the body o� and pushing it 

back into place.

Most ‘Booster’ owners 

should only need to remove 

the bodyshell in order to 

access the decoder socket. 

The body is held to the chassis 

with four screws, reached with 

a small cross-headed 

screwdriver in the small gap 

between the bogie frames. 

Each bu�ershank needs to be 

prised out from the beams 

(pinched fingers will su�ice) 

as these would otherwise 

foul the chassis. 

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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Southern Railway Chief Mechanical Engineer Oliver 
Bulleid was renowned for his highly unconventional, yet 
often brilliant, locomotive designs. At heart, he was 
a fundamentalist for the capabilities of steam technology. 
The creation of the Southern’s experimental electric 
Co-Co locomotives was therefore at least as much the 
work of Alfred Raworth, the company’s unsung chief 
electrical engineer. 

Third-rail electrification had proved successful on SR 
suburban routes, but until the war it was restricted to EMU 
services. The first Bulleid-Raworth ‘Booster’, No. CC1, was 
built at Ashford in 1941 and was fully capable of handling 
the type of longer distance locomotive-hauled work; such 
as the London Victoria-Newhaven boat trains and goods 
trains on the Brighton main line.

A second locomotive, No. CC2, emerged 
from Brighton in 1945 (incorporating minor 
detail differences like enlarged windows) and 
was joined in 1949 by the third example, built 
under the newly nationalised railway in 1948 
and numbered 20003. This final locomotive 
was two inches longer and featured 
squared-off cab roof ends (thus it does not 
feature in the initial range of EFE models).

The class was colloquially known as 
‘Boosters’, in honour of their motor-generator-
flywheels, fitted to maintain traction power 
between gaps in third-rail pick-ups. The 
resultant ‘whirr’ of these flywheels gave rise 
to a second nickname, ‘Hornbys’ having 
been likened to the model railway train sets 
of the era. 

Although they were generally faultless in 
traffic (even being occasionally entrusted with the Royal 
Train), ‘Booster’ technology was non-standard by the time 
BR had decided to pursue the construction of more steam 
locomotives, and ultimately diesel traction. All three 
locomotives had been condemned by the end of the 
1960s (by then known as the Class 70). 

SR liveries were as-built photographic grey and Bulleid 
malachite green. The BR era brought true variety: 
experimental light blue, black and silver, lined green, plain 
green and even BR blue with ‘double-arrows’. 

3: Stabled at Redhill in December 21 1968, 20002 has gained full 

yellow ends. It was moved to Cashmore’s, Newport, the following 

summer for scrapping. F. COLLEN JONES/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

1

Factfile: SR ‘Booster’ 
Co-Co electric locomotive

3

2

EFE Rail SR ‘Booster’ Co-Co 
electric locomotive – in detail

1:  20001 passes through 

Lewes with a train of 

ferry vans bound for 

Newhaven Harbour, on 

August 1950. G. LANDER/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

2: Wearing the drab, 

unlined version of 

BR green, 20002 sits 

at Stewarts Lane 

depot in 1960.

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A rare prototype 
captured to a tee.

PROS

● An unusual prototype 
effectively captured.

● Smooth and quiet runner.
● Attention-grabbing 

light effects. 
● Wide scope of tooling to 

cater for class modifications. 

CONS

● Occasional derailments 
caused by misaligned 

bogie side mounting arm.

FACTFILE: EFE RAIL SR ‘BOOSTER’ Co-Co ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL
Length 56ft 9in 227.8mm 228mm
Height (pan lowered) 12ft 6in 50.1mm 50.2mm
Width 8ft 7¼in 34.5mm 33.3mm
Wheel diameter 3ft 6in 14mm 14.4mm
Bogie wheelbase 16ft 0in 64mm 64mm

SERVICING
How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis
Where to oil: Axles – see instructions

OVERVIEW
Manufacturer: EFE Rail
Ref. Nos. E82001/E82002 
Unit Nos. CC1
Scale/gauge: 1:76 scale, ‘OO’ gauge
Body: Plastic with metal parts
Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 440g
Min. curve radius: 438mm (2nd radius)
Wheel back to backs: 14.3mm

MECHANISM
Drive system: Motor drives all six
axles via cardan shafts and gears
Flywheel(s): Two
Traction tyres: No

ELECTRICS
Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Five-pole, skew-wound
Lights? Directional headlights
DCC-ready? 21pin socket

will be acceptable for most 

layout situations, especially 

as the prototype rarely ran 

above 70mph. 

However, the green version did 

occasionally derail on pointwork. 

Closer inspection reveals that two 

wheels on one of the bogies are 

riding high and don’t quite make 

contact with the railhead. We’ve 

heard that this is a problem that 

a�ects a “very small number” of 

models and that any model with 

this issue should be returned. 

However, we also understand 

that this slight imbalance “can 

be fixed with a 20thou’ shim of 

DCC sound aficionados will 

appreciate the hard-wired 

speaker, leaving the user to fit 

a suitable 21-pin decoder. 

On analogue control, the 

malachite green version displays 

directional marker lights that 

illuminate when power is applied 

in each direction, while a 

magnetic ‘wand’ controls the cab 

interior lights. Naturally, digital 

control a�ords bespoke control 

for a host of permutations. 

Under test, both samples 

were capable of moving a dozen 

Hornby Maunsell carriages up 

to a modest top speed, which 

plastic card glued under 

the chassis block above where 

the bogie side mounting arm 

on the a�ected side will make 

the bogie sit level”. Our grey 

sample, on the other hand, 

had no such issues.

Those gremlins aside, these 

are first-rate models that have 

clearly benefited from diligent 

research by the EFE team 

(especially SR guru Graham ‘Muz’ 

Muspratt). One hopes these 

quirky locomotives are followed 

by the third ‘Booster’, 1949-built 

No. 20003, characterised by its 

‘4-SUB’-style cab ends. (NB)

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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F
irst mooted in 2019 as 

a joint venture with 

Darstaed, the first batch 

of LMS ‘Black Fives’ have 

now arrived, produced solely 

under the Ellis Clark Trains 

banner. Representing one of the 

most ubiquitous steam 

locomotives of the later LMS 

and BR steam eras, Stanier’s 

Class 5 4-6-0 is an excellent 

choice for a ready-to-run model 

in any scale, but it looks especially 

impressive in ‘O’.

Dealing with such a large fleet 

of locomotives, with myriad detail 

di�erences and design tweaks 

across 842 examples, Ellis Clark’s 

design team have wisely decided 

to concentrate on a single batch of 

‘Black Fives’ for now. Accordingly, 

the suite of new releases depicts 

only those locomotives built for 

the LMS by Armstrong Whitworth, 

at its famous Scotswood works in 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne (LMS 

Nos. 5225-5427).

Within this batch, there’s still 

plenty of variety, with a choice 

of welded or riveted tenders 

and there are several LMS and 

BR livery options available, 

most of which come without 

numbers, with sheets of suitable 

transfers provided. 

Supplied for review is No. 45337 

in BR lined black with later 

emblems. Emerging in 1937, LMS 

No. 5337 headed initially to 

Blackpool, before moving around 

various Lancashire sheds. The 

model sports a 12A shedcode, 

placing it at its final depot – 

Carlisle Kingmoor – from where it 

was withdrawn in 1965. Rescued 

from Barry scrapyard in the 1980s, 

the real No. 45337 returned to 

steam at the East Lancashire 

Railway in 1995.

After removing the hefty model 

from its foam-packed box – and 

unbolting it from the heavy-duty 

plastic transit crate – it’s 

immediately apparent that 

most of this model is rendered in 

metal. At over 2kg, it feels like it 

means business and, in many 

ways, has the aura of a bespoke 

kit-built model rather than 

a mass-produced RTR product.

ACE APPENDAGE
Supplied with the locomotive and 

tender separated, I unbolted the 

latter first, which features 

a detailed metal bodyshell, with 

Ellis Clark Trains 
LMS ‘Black Five’

only the front bulkhead and cab 

fittings, plus a few other smaller 

details formed from plastic. The 

open-frame chassis is impressive, 

with authentic stretchers and 

a convincing rendition of the brake 

gear and water scoop apparatus. 

Flexible pipes project under the 

cab to represent water feed pipes. 

A working headlamp is fitted to 

the rear, in the upper central 

http://www.ellisclarktrains.co.uk
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Fully detailed cab interior and 
firebox glow effect.

Real copper wire employed for 
pipe runs.

Attractively and securely 
packaged, with helpful 
instruction booklets.

 At over 2kg, it 
feels like it means 

business and, in 
many ways, has the 

aura of a bespoke 
kit-built model 

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

position and the various 

footsteps all feature a neat 

chequer plate texture, even atop 

the bu�ershanks. A spare oil 

lamp is mounted on the cab 

bulkhead, which is also adorned 

with legible lettering panels 

beside the handbrake and water 

scoop handles. The coal bunker 

features a full rendition of the 

interior, with fire iron tunnel and 

an open coal shelf. 

All three axles are individually 

sprung and run in friction-free 

brass bearings, with access points 

for lubrication. The spoked wheels 

are elegant and the axlebox and 

spring detail is made up of 

separate plastic mouldings which 

maintain a small gap between the 

rear of the springs and the chassis 

frames - as per the real thing - 

accentuating the sense of depth 

and realism. A couple of these 

mouldings came loose during 

handling, but simply slotted back 

into position.

HEAVY DUTY
The tender is 

no lightweight, 

but the 

locomotive is 

a real beast! 

It’s heavy, but it 

looks magnificent, 

nailing the profile, 

proportions and all-important 

character of Stanier’s ‘Black Five’. 

Only the cab and assorted detail 

fittings are plastic, with the 

die-cast metal boiler, smokebox 

and running plate featuring plenty 

of subtle, refined surface relief and 

no unsightly mould marks. 

The sloping throatplate boiler, 

with separate dome and top feed, 

is well observed, with fine wire 

handrails installed throughout. 

There are even di�erent gauges of 

real copper wire employed for all 

the various pipe runs, o�ering 

unmatched realism. A working 

headlamp is installed atop the 

smokebox door, being illuminated 

with a warm white glow 

when the locomotive is under 

power, regardless of direction. 

This being an analogue version, 

the tail lamps required quite a bit 

of power before lighting up, thus 

only coming to life once the model 

was well under way. DCC users 

will, naturally, have more control 

over the lighting. Incidentally, the 

lamps can be removed if desired.

The cab interior is fabulous, 

with countless individual parts 

added to 

the backhead to 

represent pipes, 

valves, gauges and controls, crew 

seats and planked flooring panels. 

The underside of the roof is 

painted cream, and the sliding vent 

appears to be fixed shut (or it was 

on our sample!). A hinged fallplate 

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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When William Stanier joined the LMS in 
1932, the closest thing the railway 
company had to a modern mixed traffic 
locomotive design was the Hughes 
‘Crab’ 2-6-0. Instead, Stanier set about 
creating a true ‘go 
anywhere, haul anything’ 
4-6-0 locomotive that 
could offer superior 
performance and 
economy on both 
passenger and freight 
work, while being 
easily assembled 
and maintained. 

Building on his previous 
experience with the 
GWR’s ‘Hall’ 4-6-0s, the 
LMS Class 5 featured 
a tapered boiler, twin 
outside cylinders and 6ft 
driving wheels. The first 
example appeared in 
1934 and construction continued into 
BR days, with well over 800 examples 
eventually constructed by 1951.

Assembly was undertaken at Crewe, 
Derby and Horwich Works, while 
private builders Vulcan Foundry and 
Armstrong Whitworth also gained 
contracts to assemble 100 and 327 
examples, respectively.

During both LMS and BR days, the 
Stanier Class 5s only ever carried black 
liveries, leading to the nickname of 
‘Black Fives’. The versatile 4-6-0s 
worked a vast array of freight and 
passenger services across the LMS 
network and BR’s London Midland 
and Scottish regions. They were also 
some of the last steam locomotives to 
work for BR, with withdrawals only 
beginning in earnest in the mid-
1960s. Moreover, three different 
examples took part in the last ever 
steam-operated train, the ‘Fifteen 
Guinea Special’, in August 1968.

A total of 18 ‘Black Fives’ survived 
into preservation, with several 
examples currently registered to 
work on the main line.

1

Factfile: 
LMS Stanier Class 5

3

2

Ellis Clark Trains LMS ‘Black Five’ – in detail

1: Built by Armstrong Whitworth, ‘Black Five’ No. 45280, has just 

passed through Dore & Totley on a southbound express in the 

summer of 1961. COLOUR RAIL

2: Lostock Hall’s No. 44675 – a BR-built ‘5MT’ – climbs Shap with 

a parcels train in 1964. The upper lamp bracket and its lower 

counterpart have been relocated to a right-of-centre position as 

a safety measure. COLOUR RAIL

3: The real No. 45337 heads a relatively short rake of empty 

wagons near Lancaster in 1962. AWS gear has been installed, but 

the locomotive lacks a speedometer drive. COLOUR RAIL

is installed, and the individual 

glazing panels are neatly installed, 

sitting flush within each aperture.

A bag of extra details is supplied 

for customer fitment, some of 

which I installed to our sample 

prior to photography. The bag 

includes front footsteps, cylinder 

covers and drains, folding cab 

doors, AWS equipment and 

associated pipework, 

speedometer drive, miniature 

snowplough, plus a spare pair 

of headlamps.

Below the running plate, the 

frames feature plenty of detail, 

including a full rendition of the leaf 

springs and hangers, brake gear 

and sanding equipment. The front 

bogie looks great and performs 

equally well, while the driving 

wheels and motion are a joy to 

behold, especially when in motion. 

Everything is designed to last, 

with the compensated axles all 

running in brass micro ball 

bearings, with little perceptible 

friction. Indeed, all wheels and 

motion are free to rotate even 

when the model is not under 

power, which helps greatly during 

maintenance or when placing it on 

the rails and coupling up to stock 

in a fiddleyard. Metal inserts are 

fitted within the cylinders, to 

ensure the piston rods do not 

cause wear and tear. Like the 

axleboxes and transmission, all 

these key moving parts have small 

access ports to allow for easy 

lubrication without the need to 

dismantle anything.

Accessing the interior of the 

locomotive is straightforward, 

with the boiler being unscrewed 

following the supplied instructions 

(don’t forget to remove the whistle 

first!). Supporting the model in 

a foam cradle is recommended. 

Once the heavy cast metal boiler 

is pulled away, the main circuit 

board, wiring loom and 

mechanism are revealed. 

A high-quality Maxon motor is 

vertically mounted and drives the 

rear coupled axle via an ABC 

gearbox equipped with helical 

gears. This is a renowned power 

combination for an ‘O’ gauge 

locomotive, with many kit-builders 

employing a similar arrangement. 

A 34-pin L-type decoder socket 

sits on the main circuit board and 

there’s room for a speaker. Indeed, 

factory-fitted DCC sound versions 

are available, with speakers 

mounted within the boiler. The 

designers have even factored in 

conversion to radio control, as the 

metal boiler features removable 

weights to allow extra equipment 

to be installed where necessary.

Power is collected from all six 

driving wheels and all tender 
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Superb.

PROS

● Looks and fidelity.
● Impressive level of detail.

● Super-smooth runner.
● Excellent finish.

CONS

● Fiddly loco-tender 
power coupling.

FACTFILE: ELLIS CLARK TRAINS LMS ‘BLACK FIVE’

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:43.5 SCALE MODEL
Length 63ft 7¾in 453mm 453mm 
Height 12ft 8in 91mm 90mm 
Width 8ft 7in 62mm 61.2mm 
Wheel diameter (driving) 6ft 42mm 42mm 
Wheel diameter (bogie) 3ft 3½in 23mm 23mm 
Wheel diameter (tender) 4ft 3in 31mm 31mm 

SERVICING
How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis
Where to oil: Axle bearings, crankpins, gearbox – see instructions

OVERVIEW
Manufacturer: Ellis Clark Trains
Ref. Nos. E1007
Unit Nos. 45337
Scale/gauge: 1:43.5 scale, ‘O’ gauge
Body: Metal with plastic parts
Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 2,032g
Min. curve radius: 
1,029mm (second radius)
Wheel back-to-back: 29mm

ELECTRICS
Electrical system:  12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Vertically mounted 
Maxon motor
Lights: Working headlamp, firebox glow
DCC-ready: 34pin L-type socket
MECHANISM
Drive system: Motor drives rear 
coupled axle via gearbox
Flywheel(s): No
Traction tyres: No

wheels, with a four-cable plug and 

socket arrangement linking the 

locomotive and tender. I found 

this a little fiddly to operate, as 

there’s little slack in the cables. On 

the other hand, the short cables 

keep things looking tidy.

The pivoting drawbar is fitted 

to the tender with a bolt, 

allowing su�icient clearance for 

this 4-6-0 to navigate second 

radius curves, and very good it 

looks too. However, for closer 

coupling, the cab floor can be 

removed to provide access for an 

alternative locating pin. This is 

a nice touch for layouts with 

minimal curves or when the 

model is to be displayed.

FINISH AND PERFORMANCE
The simple black livery is evenly 

applied, with a satin sheen over 

most of the paintwork. Pleasingly, 

the smokebox and chimney 

feature a flatter sheen, as is usually 

the case in real life. The lining is 

exquisite throughout the boiler, 

frames, cab and tender, while the 

BR emblems, numbers, overhead 

line warning flashes and builder’s 

plates are all neatly printed.

Under test, the model ran 

incredibly quietly and smoothly, 

the valve gear and motion 

operating perfectly. Despite the 

motor appearing diminutive 

within such a large, heavy 

model, it produces a surprising 

amount of power. The 4-6-0 

certainly had no qualms about 

hauling over a dozen twin-axle 

wagons and a brake van, formed 

of RTR and kit-built stock.

This is a fantastic first steam 

locomotive from the team 

behind Ellis Clark Trains, 

o�ering optimum performance 

and a beautiful, faithful 

appearance. The ‘Black Fives’ 

are one of my favourite steam 

classes and this model certainly 

does Stanier’s masterful design 

full justice. It o�ers yet another 

great reason to dabble in 

‘O’ gauge. (GD)

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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L
ast year marked the 

centenary of the 

Grouping, when many 

disparate independent 

railway companies were merged 

by government order to form 

four regional entities. The London 

Midland & Scottish, London & 

North Eastern, Southern and 

Great Western Railways would 

become known as the ‘Big Four’, 

and their period of operation up 

to the Second World War would 

be seen by many as the golden 

age of Britain’s railways.

To mark the significance of the 

anniversary, Hornby announced 

a special quartet of steam 

locomotives, one from each of 

the ‘Big Four’, to be o�ered in 

special packaging and strictly 

limited to 500 pieces each.

For review, Hornby kindly 

supplied the LMS representative, 

Fowler ‘4P’ 2-6-4T No. 2300 in 

lined crimson livery. Supplied 

with a numbered certificate in a 

foam-lined container, with the 

box lid adorned with each of 

the four railway company’s 

coats of arms, this is an attractive 

overall package.

Employing Hornby’s tooling 

from the early 2000s, the model 

may lack some of the finesse of 

Hornby LMS Fowler 
‘4P’ 2-6-4T – ‘Big 
Four’ Limited Edition
◆GAUGE ‘OO’ ◆MODELHornby R30271 LMS Fowler Class 4P 2-6-4T No. 2300, LMS crimson, ‘Big Four’ anniversary edition 

◆ PRICE £189.99 ◆ AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Webwww.hornby.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

An attractive package.

PROS

● Tooling still captures 
the look of the ‘4P’.
● Smooth runner.

● High level of finish.
● Attractive packaging.

CONS

● Certain aspects of 
the tooling beginning 

to show its age.

more recent products, but the 

‘4P’ remains one of the Margate 

company’s best models of an 

early LMS 

prototype. The 

real No. 2300 

was the doyen of 

Fowler’s new class 

of passenger tank 

locomotives, built 

in 1927, and its 

appearance 

owed much to 

Midland 

Railway 

practice.

Featuring 

a die-cast metal 

chassis and five-pole motor, the 

‘4P’ is an excellent runner and 

there’s a good amount of detail 

adorning the plastic bodyshell. 

The cab interior features 

a detailed backhead, with pipes, 

gauges and valves picked out in 

appropriate colours. 

The livery application is, 

unsurprisingly, the most 

eye-catching aspect, with the 

crimson paint applied to a high 

standard and with a pleasing satin 

sheen. Lining is neat, especially 

around the wheel rims, cylinders 

and boiler, while the lettering and 

numbers is excellent.

Equipped with an 8pin DCC 

socket, accessed by removing 

the bodyshell (a simple process), 

a detail bag provides pairs of 

front and cab footsteps for 

customer fitment, provided the 

pony truck and bogie can 

swing freely around your 

layout’s curves. 

The exclusivity, improved 

packaging and high standard of 

finish have ensured that these 

limited-edition models have been 

in high demand. The quartet is 

completed by LNER ‘A1’ No. 4478 

Hermit, GWR ‘Castle’ No. 4074 

Caldicot Castle and SR ‘King 

Arthur’ No. 741 Joyous Gard. (GD)

http://www.hornby.com
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H
aving been out of 

production for the 

past few years, 

Hornby’s LMS ‘8F’ 

2-8-0 has made a welcome 

return, with two versions now 

available. Both have been kindly 

supplied by Hornby for review, 

depicting LMS No. 8310 and BR 

No. 48518, each exhibiting a few 

minor detail di�erences.

No. 8310 was built at Crewe in 

late 1943 and features a straight 

reversing rod and a welded 

tender, while Doncaster-built 

No. 48518 represents an ‘8F’ 

built in 1944 with a curved 

reversing rod and is paired 

with a riveted tender.

Based on Hornby’s 2003 

tooling, a number of 

improvements have been made, 

Hornby LMS 
Class 8F 2-8-0
◆GAUGE ‘OO’ ◆MODELHornby • R30281 LMS Class 8F 2-8-0 No. 8310, LMS black • R30282 LMS Class 8F 2-8-0 No. 48518

◆ PRICE £249.99 each ◆ AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Webwww.hornby.com

SUMMARY

PROS

● Captures character 
of the ‘8F’ well.

● Build quality and finish.
● Super-smooth 

performance.

CONS

● Revised loco-tender 
coupling.

● Moulded smokebox 
door detail.
● Expensive.

FINAL VERDICT

A welcome return, but 
not without a few issues.

including provision of a 21pin 

DCC interface and speaker mount 

within the tender, with a four-wire 

plug and socket transferring 

power between the tender and 

locomotive. A five-pole, skew-

wound motor is located within 

the boiler and, thanks to all-wheel 

power collection (save for the 

front pony axle), performance is 

smooth and responsive.

The model features a few 

retrograde steps, however, with 

the smokebox door handles and 

lamp brackets reverting to solid 

mouldings, in contrast to the 

separately fitted details on 

previous releases. The reasons for 

this are hard to fathom, especially 

given the RRP of these models.

Additionally, a revised 

loco-tender coupling bar has 

been introduced, with a large gap 

provided to cope with train set 

curves. The only means of 

reducing the gap is to forego (or 

modify) the locomotive’s brake 

rigging and brake cylinder and 

screw the coupling bar in its 

place. I’m not keen on this idea, 

so I’d be tempted to fashion 

a shorter coupling bar from stout 

brass strip instead. An even 

better solution would be for 

Hornby to simply include 

a shorter bar within the detail 

bag, which does provide optional 

front footsteps and brake rigging 

for locomotive and tender. 

These things aside, the Hornby 

‘8F’ still captures the overall look 

of the prototype well, while the 

performance is more than 

adequate. Improved DCC 

functionality will be welcomed 

by many, especially those who 

enjoy fitting sound units. 

However, a thoroughly re-tooled 

‘8F’, to the same standard as 

Hornby’s forthcoming ‘Black 

Five’, is surely overdue, especially 

given the popularity and 

importance of the real thing. (GD)

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.hornby.com
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B
uilt in 1988 by Powell 

Du�ryn, the PCA bulk 

powder tank wagons 

were designed for 

carrying imported alumina, 

loaded at Blyth on the 

Northumbrian coast, to feed the 

British Aluminium smelter at 

Lochaber, near Fort William. 

Traversing what must be one of 

the most scenic routes for 

a freight service, the wagons also 

represent the last regular freight 

tra�ic over the West Highland 

line. During 2011, they were even 

hauled by a preserved ‘Deltic’, 

55022 being hired owing to 

a GBRf motive power shortage. 

Revolution Trains announced 

its ‘OO’ PCA project in the summer 

of 2022, with models arriving with 

retailers last month, attractively 

packaged in four-wagon sets. 

Received for review is a set of 

tanks carrying the branding of 

British-Australian mining 

company Rio Tinto Alcan. British 

Aluminium has been bought and 

sold countless times over the 

years, with the Canadian outfit 

Alcan taking control in the 1980s 

before it was acquired by Rio Tinto 

in 2007, the Alcan part of the 

name being dropped in 2015.

Revolution Trains 
PCA Alumina tanks

I guess one could say that 

these are a fairly niche modern 

wagon, operating on a single 

flow between two specific 

destinations. However, trains are 

often diverted along certain 

sections of their route (I’ve 

spotted them traversing the 

Tyne Valley line a few times), 

and they’re essential for anyone 

modelling part of the West 

Highland line from the late 1980s 

http://www.revolutiontrains.com
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Finely etched catwalks and 
detailed hatches. 

Neatly printed, 
legible markings.

Faithful rendering of air 
discharge and brake gear.

 Performance proved to be faultless 
under test, the pinpoint axles running 

smoothly within the frames 

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

until the present day. Indeed, 

the wagons have recently 

undergone a refurbishment 

programme and are expected to 

continue until 2030 at least.

While the wagons have 

always worn a pale grey livery, 

Revolution has produced 14 

di�erent packs to suit various 

timeframes, from the original 

blue Alcan logos to the rather 

bland post-2020 Alvance 

branding. Featuring a wealth 

of fine detail, these are a 

high-quality product, produced in 

limited numbers, which explains 

the premium pricing (working out 

at just over £42 per wagon). 

The tank barrels and chassis 

capture the appearance of the 

prototype perfectly, with subtle 

panel seams and catwalks 

rendered in finely etched metal. 

The loading hatches feature 

hinge and fixing detail, 

along with bump stops 

(which can be broken 

o� with careless 

handling) and the air 

piping at one end is 

nicely rendered, 

with shut-o� valve 

SUMMARY

PROS

● Looks.
● Build quality.

● Excellent finish.
● Smooth runners.

● Interesting modern 
prototype.

CONS

● Nothing.

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent.

of air brake hoses are provided 

as optional extra details. The 

simple livery is applied to 

a high standard, with fully 

legible markings.

Weight is equivalent to most 

other similarly sized RTR ‘OO’ 

freight wagons and performance 

proved to be faultless under test, 

the pinpoint axles running 

smoothly within the frames.

Revolution has done a great 

job with these wagons, both in 

terms of choosing an attractive 

modern prototype, but also in 

the execution. This particular 

set will look perfect behind 

a GBRf Class 66, while some of 

the earlier versions call for 

Class 37 haulage. (GD)

handles picked out with red paint.

Below the frames, the air 

discharge gear is captured 

authentically, as is the air brake 

equipment, with the shoes sitting 

neatly on either side of the disc 

wheels, with yokes carefully 

moulded to fit around the NEM 

coupler pockets. 

CLASSY CHASSIS
The parabolic springs and roller 

bearing axleboxes are moulded 

well and the heavy-duty Oleo 

bu�ers are sprung, with the 

metallic paint of the shafts 

contrasting nicely with the black 

shanks and heads.

Separately fitted lamp brackets 

adorn the headstocks and pairs 

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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Locomotives you can only buy from us!

LMS/BR CLASS 11 0-6-0DE
CHOOSE FROM 15 VERSIONS

OO
GAUGE

BR/SR CLASS 12 0-6-0DE

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • NEM 

coupler pockets • brass 

flywheel and high-reduction 

gears • working exterior lights 

(where appropriate) • cab 

interior lights • factory-fitted 

speaker • tooling allows for 

early and late BR versions.

£169.00
Pristine models

Specification list

£152.10
Model Rail 
subscribers 
price

OO
GAUGE

CHOOSE FROM FIVE VERSIONS

COMING 

SOON –

Expected 

late 2024

We’re working on five versions of 

the BR Southern Region Class 12, 

complete with Bulleid-Firth Brown 

wheels. The tooling allows for 

original and later versions to be 

replicated, with and without 

electric head/tail lamps.

The Class 11 holds an important 

place in railway history, emerging 

in the steam era and o�ering 

sterling service to the Allied cause 

during the Second World War. 

Our exclusive model has been several 

years in the making and is based on 

exhaustive research by the Model Rail

and Heljan teams, along with detailed 

measurements of preserved locomotives. 

To reflect the long and varied careers 

of the real Class 11s, we’ve produced 15 

di�erent versions, each limited to just 

300 pieces. The tooling has been 

carefully designed to allow several key 

variations to be observed across LMS, 

War Department and British Railways 

locomotives, while the handful of 

Western Region locomotives built at 

Swindon have also been included.

 MR-501

War Department 70271, olive green

 MR-502

War Department 878 Basra, Longmoor 

Military Railway blue/red

 MR-503 LMS 7120, pre-war black

 MR-504 LMS 7128, post-war black

 MR-505 BR 12043, black, 

BRITISH RAILWAYS lettering

 MR-506 BR 15101, WR green, 

BRITISH RAILWAYS shaded lettering

IN STOCK 

NOW!
BUY YOUR 

CLASS 11 TODAY

ORDER AT WWW.  

http://WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK
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Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • NEM coupler 

pockets • brass flywheel 

and high-reduction gears 

• working exterior lights (where 

appropriate) • cab interior 

lights • factory-fitted speaker 

• tooling allows for LMS, WD, 

GWR and BR versions.

£169.00

£179.00

Pristine models

Weathered versions

Specification list

OUT 

NOW

£152.10

£161.10

Model Rail 
subscribers 
price

Model Rail 
subscribers 
price

What’s planned?
 ◆ MR-520 BR/SR Class 12, 15220, 

BR black, early emblem

◆ MR-521 BR/SR Class 12, 15224, 

BR green, early emblem

◆ MR-522 BR/SR Class 12, 15221, 

BR green with ‘wasp’ stripes, 

late emblem

◆ MR-523 BR/SR Class 12, 15212, 

BR Rail blue with ‘wasp’ stripes

◆ MR-524 BR/SR Class 12, (ex-15231) 

Tilcon blue with ‘wasp’ ends

 MR-507 BR 15106, WR green, 

BRITISH RAILWAYS shaded lettering 

 MR-508 BR 12125, black, early emblem

 MR-509 BR 12131, black, early emblem, 

 MR-510

BR 12105, green, late emblem

 MR-520  MR-522

 MR-521  MR-523  MR-524

 MR-511 BR 12100, green with ‘wasp’ 

stripes, late emblem

 MR-512

BR D12062, Rail blue with ‘wasp’ stripes

 MR-513 BR 12052, Rail blue 

with ‘wasp’ stripes

 MR-514 MP228 

(ex-12052), Derek Crouch Mining Co. red/cream

 MR-515 (ex-12099), 

National Coal Board orange

WEATHERED WEATHERED

WEATHERED

 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK
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LAST 
FEW
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exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)

 ◆ MR-301A: No. 1609
 ◆ MR-301B: No. 1623
 ◆ MR-301C: No. 1624
 ◆ MR-301D: No. 1657
 ◆ MR-301E: No. 1664
 ◆ MR-301F: No. 1658
 ◆ MR-301G: No. 1668
 ◆ MR-302A: No. 1646

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)

 ◆ MR-302B: No. 1649
 ◆ MR-303: No. 1604 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)

 ◆ MR-304A: No. 1636
 ◆ MR-304B: No. 1655

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)

 ◆ MR-305A: No. 1627
 ◆ MR-305B: No. 1628

GWR GREEN
 ◆ MR-306: GWR green No. 1638

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
 ◆ MR-307A: BR black early  

emblem pristine, No. 1616
 ◆ MR-307B: BR black early emblem 

pristine, No. 1629
 ◆ MR-308: BR black early emblem 

weathered, No. 1661

NCB GREEN
 ◆ MR-309A: NCB green, No. 1600
 ◆ MR-309B: NCB green, No. 1607

PRESERVED GREEN
 ◆ MR-310A: Green early BR emblem, 

No. 1638 
 ◆ MR-310B: Green ‘Dart Valley’ 

lettering, No. 1638

Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • NEM 

coupler pockets 

• factory-fitted speaker 

• sprung bu�ers • firebox 

glow • ‘Busby’ spark 

arrestor chimney

£149.00
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

OUT 

NOW

ORDER 
YOURS 

TODAY!
‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
CHOOSE FROM 22 VERSIONS

OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

http://WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK


£169.00
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£152.10
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Made by: Dapol

Specifications

LNER Sentinels – the new batch

£99.00
price for Model 
Rail subscribers£89.10

MR-018 LNER Class Y3 
Sentinel, No. 8172, 

LNER black with Gill Sans 
lettering/numerals

MR-019 BR Class Y1 
Sentinel, No. 68144, 
BR black, early crest

MR-020 BR Class Y3 
Sentinel, No. 68162, 
BR black, early crest

MR-021 LNER Class Y1 
Sentinel, No. 45, 

LNER black with shaded 
lettering/numerals

Motor: Five-pole ‘Super-Creep’ DCC socket: Eight-pin 

OO
GAUGE

MR-403 PWM653 
BR light green

MR-405A PWM 97651 
BR yellow

MR-405B PWM 97652 
BR yellow

MR-402 PWM651 
BR green, ‘wasp’ ends

MR-400A PWM651 
BR green

MR-400B PWM652 
BR green

MR-401 PWM654 
BR green, ‘wasp’ ends

Space for a 
‘sugar cube’ 

speaker

Drive unit optimised 
for slow-speed running

MR-404 PWM652 
BR Rail blue

Made by: Heljan

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Next18

Features: • Cab interior 

lights • NEM coupler pockets

Specification list

OUT 

NOW

Ruston ‘PWM’ 0-6-0DE
OO
GAUGE

CHOOSE FROM EIGHT VERSIONS

Era-specific 
light fittings

Switchable 
cab interior 

lights

NEM coupler 
pockets

 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
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ORDER AT WWW.  exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

£124.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: • NEM coupler 

pockets • two types of cab 

• di�erent smokeboxes 

• di�erent footsteps • separately 

fitted hinged platform 

We’ve frozen the original 2017 price on these models

Our ‘USA’ 
0-6-0Ts are 
selling out 

– order yours 
today! 

MR-110 No. DS237 Maunsell, 
BR Departmental green

MR-101 No. 1968, USATC black
MR-108 No. 72, Keighley & Worth 

Valley Railway ochre
MR-107 No. 36, National Coal 

Board black

MR-111
‘USA’ 0-6-0T No. s73 
British Railways unlined black, 
‘Sunshine lettering’

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied separately)

DCC-ready

Original clack valves

Original grab 
handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder socket

MR-207 No. 8223, LNER 
post-war livery, full skirts

MR-206 No. 7128, LNER 
wartime livery, full skirts

MR-210 No. 7139, 
LNER lined livery

MR-208 No. 7126, LNER 
lined livery, no skirts

MR-204 

No. 68226, British Railways 
lettering, no skirts

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts

LNER ‘J70s’
SIX TO CHOOSE FROM

For immediate delivery!

Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: • NEM coupler 

pockets • space for sound 

speaker • sprung bu�ers 

• removable cowcatchers 

• poseable windows and end 

doors • etched worksplates

£127.50
price for Model Rail 
subscribers£114.75

Specification list

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts Version without 

side skirts

OO
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

£112.46
subscriber price

price for Model Rail 
subscribers

£116.95

MR-111

£129.95

LOW STOCK

http://WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK
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Made by: Heljan

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: 21pin

Features: • NEM coupler 

pockets • illuminated 

headcode panels and tail 

lights • interior lighting 

• pre installed speakers • sprung 

bu�ers • detail pack including 

miniature snowploughs

 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

MODEL RAIL

EXCLUSIVE 

PUBLICATIONS

HOW TO BUILD A 

MODEL RAILWAY 2023
This is the ultimate 

guide to customising 

your locomotives 

and rolling stock. 

Full of hints, tips and 

detailed step-by-step 

instructions to help 

bring your models 

to life. 

GREAT BRITISH MODEL 

RAILWAYS 2023
Celebrate the skill, 

imagination and 

craftsmanship 

of Britain’s best 

railway modellers 

with this 

superb 

132-page

publication.

£7.50

£7.50

01858 438884 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 

Please note that this is for Model Rail  publications only – you can’t  

use this number or website to order Model Rail exclusives models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

Specification list

Vale of 
Rheidol 
2-6-2T
Produced in 
partnership 
with Revolution 
Trains

BR Class 31 31116 
Rail Celebrity in

BR Infrastructure livery
Produced by Accurascale

OO
GAUGE

£230.00 price for Model 

Rail subscribers

£207.00

* Weathered versions £245.00 
(Subscribers’ price £220.50)

009
GAUGE

When Heljan announced its all-new ‘OO’ 

gauge Class 47 project, we took the 

opportunity to commission the first ever 

ready-to-run model of the Class 48 – 

a small fleet of Brush Type 4s equipped 

with experimental Sulzer V12 power units. 

Although very similar to a ‘47’, the 

Class 48s featured significant alterations 

to the roof to accommodate a revised 

exhaust system, engine room access 

doors and ventilation grilles.

BR/BRUSH TYPE 4 CLASS 48
FOUR TO CHOOSE FROM

What’s available?
 ◆ 4820 Class 48, D1702 BR two-tone 

green, small warning panels

◆ 4821 Class 48, D1704 BR two-tone 

green, small warning panels, weathered

◆ 4822 Class 48, D1706 BR two-tone 

green, full warning panels

◆ 4823 Class 48, D1703 BR two-tone 

green, full warning panels, weathered

AVAILABLE TO  PRE-ORDER

NOW!
DELIVERY EXPECTED 
MARCH  
2024

Our exclusive 

model boasts the same 

high specification as 

Heljan’s all-new 

Class 47, with a specially 

tooled bodyshell to 

accurately reflect the changes 

made to the ‘48s’.

Four versions are available, and each has 

been produced in strictly limited quantities. 

Don’t miss out – pre-order yours today!

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://WWW.MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK
http://www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines


Settrington
Regularly driving past Settrington 
eventually inspired Kevin Smith to 
build it in miniature.

Abingdon & District  

Model Railway Club . . . . . . . . . . . .120

AC Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
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Mac’s Model Railroading . . . . . . . 123
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Megapoints Controllers . . . . . . . . 80
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Modelrailwayscenery.com . . . . . 124
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Rails Of She�ield . . . . . . . . . . . . 107-111
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Scalescenes.com. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

Classified advertisers on pages 127-128

Branchlines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

C&M Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Crafty Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Dave Angell Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

East Somerset Models . . . . . . . . . 128
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John Dutfield For Model Railways . .127
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Model Scenery Supplies . . . . . . . 127

Monk Bar Model Shop . . . . . . . . . 127

Nick Tozer Railway Books . . . . . . 127

CLASSIFIED INDEX

A new 
lease of life?
It may be time to 
dust off your old 
Lima models, as 
we put a new 
drop-in power 
unit to the test.

NEVER 

MISS AN 

ISSUE!

Turn to page 26 for 

details of our great 

subscription

o�er

Senior Sales 

Exec Display:

Sarah Charity 

01733 366350

email: sarah.

charity@

bauermedia.co.uk

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 

to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 

number below to 

speak to our 

advertising team.

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

CHRIS NEVARD

Next Issue ON SALE 

APR 
11
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PREMIUM FEATURES, 
DELIVERED AS STANDARD

� TWO super-realistic sound projects for 
standard and ETH-fitted Class 47s by 
industry expert Legomanbi�o 

� Factory fitted ESU LokSound V5 decoder 
(DCC Sound Models)

� Up to 30 sound/light and control functions 
on DCC sound models 

� Playable braking function

� ‘Heavy Load’ function for extra ‘thrash’ 

� Two high-quality speakers encased in 
bespoke sound enclosure for optimum sound 
reproduction (DCC Sound models)

� Playable two-tone horn  

� Separately switchable Cab, engine room, 
HI headlights and tail lights (DCC mode)

� Powerful 5-pole, twin shaft motor with two 
brass flywheels

� Expertly researched and applied liveries 

� Painted wheel faces to eliminate toy-like 
e�ect of chemically blackened wheels

� Exquisitely detailed underframe area

� 12+ cab designs with the potential to mix-and-
match to produce specific locomotives

� Body or bu�erbeam-mounted ETH equipment 

� 7 options for No2 end boiler roof panel 

� Original cab or later ‘life extended’ design with 
cutaway bu�erbeam cowling

� Highly detailed and decorated cab interiors 
with authentic angled frames visible in cabside 
windows

� Etched metal fan grilles

� More than 150 separate parts per model

20 years after our original Class 47 sparked a revolution 

in British ‘OO’, the next generation has arrived. 

21
PIN

DCC
READY

NEM
COUPLERS

ALL-NEW CLASS 47 FOR ‘OO’ 

Scan the QR code to 
discover more about 
this incredible new 
model!

CONTACT YOUR HELJAN STOCKIST TO RESERVE YOURS TODAY!

SRP £249.95 (DCC Ready)
SRP £389.95 (DCC Sound)



www.kjbmodels.co.uk
Tel: 01977 525861   Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Pre-Owned Model 
Railway Collections

WANTED
Top Prices Paid

The Old Railway Tavern

Station Rd. Hensall

Yorkshire, DN14 0QJ

• Free Large Car Park

• Family Run Business

• Stock All Major Brands

We are open Tues - Fri 11.30am - 4.30pm, Sun 1pm-4pm, Bank Holiday times may vary.

http://www.kjbmodels.co.uk
mailto:enq@kjbmodels.co.uk


PRICING POLICY FOR IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE ITEMS: The price advertised on Rails of She�eld website will be 
the price charged at the time of the order being processed. This excludes errors in pricing (E & OE) in the event of an 
error with a price you will be contacted prior to the order being processed and given the option to accept the correct 
price or cancel the order.

PLEASE NOTE: All items currently in stock are despatched immediately. Forthcoming releases will be despatched 
immediately upon release. If your order contains both current items and forthcoming releases then these will be 
despatched separately and subject to separate delivery charges. 

SHIPPING COSTS: ROYAL MAIL 48 HOUR TRACKED £4.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 2 days of dispatch 
including Saturdays (this is not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

ROYAL MAIL 24 HOUR TRACKED £5.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 1 day of dispatch including Saturdays (this is 
not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

SPECIAL DELIVERY £8.50: Guaranteed delivery by 1pm the next day Monday to Saturday. With full track and trace 
system, your parcel is delivered speedily and securely (orders must be placed by 2pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

PARCEL FORCE COURIER SERVICE £7.50: Next day delivery for much of the UK, including Saturdays. Full track and 
trace system. Used for parcels over 1.8kg without packing or if you would like a speedy secure delivery of your parcel. 
This excludes the following post codes BT, JE, GY, IM, KW, IV, PA and PO30- 44, KA27-28, PH17-26, PH49-50 and ZE. 
The cost for these postcodes is £12.00 and will be delivered within two to three working days (orders must be placed 
by 3pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

WORLDWIDE POSTAGE: For all orders outside the UK, postage will be charged at cost, based on the weight and size 
of the parcel.

O V E R 

50 YEARS
O F  R A I L S

WE STOCK ALL THE 
MAJOR BRANDS

plus many, many more...

EST D 1970 

FOUNDED
IN SHEFFIELD

21-29 Chesterfield Road     Sheffield     South Yorkshire     S8 0RL     UK     Tel: (0114) 255 1436

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

Search:

RAILS-OF-
SHEFFIELD

RAILS-SHEFFIELD

OUR SHEFFIELD SHOP IS OPEN: 
9am–5pm Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sat

CLOSED: Wed & Sun store

RAILS TV & 
SOCIAL MEDIA...

Like us on: railsofsheffield    railsofsheffield railssheffield railsofsheffield

RETAILER 
OF THE 
YEAR

2023!

PROUD WINNERS OF

Visit our stunning store
click 'n' collect  /  huge stock

pre-owned stock in-store and online

See our website for full listings of stock

INCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS + GREAT DEALS

VISIT US IN-STORE
OR SHOP ONLINE

railsofsheffield.com

PRE-ORDER
WITH CONFIDENCE

AT RAILS

See our PRE-OWNED    range 

added daily to the website

SCAN CODE 
TO SEE INSIDE 

OUR SHOP 
UPPER STORE

ON GOOGLE
STREET VIEW!
CHECK IT OUT
  LOWER STORE   
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http://railsofsheffield.com
mailto:info@railsofsheffield.com
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‘O’ WHAT A USEFUL LOCO
G5 Class No. 67322 spent the entirety of its BR life allocated to ex-Great Eastern sheds, either Stratford or 

Cambridge. In an early 1950s view at the former shed, the 0-4-4T shows off its handsome lines. COLOUR-RAIL.COM

TO ORDER YOUR G5 VISIT www.themodelcentre.com OR CALL 01947 899125

35-251Z / 35-251ZSF�����������������������

NER Lined Green No. 1759 with Westinghouse Pump, Coal Rail 

Bunker and Ramsbottom Safety Valve [Smokebox door wheel].

35-252Z / 35-252ZSF�����������������������

LNER Lined Black No. 1752 with Westinghouse Pump, Cage 

Bunker and Ramsbottom Safety Valve [Smokebox door wheel].

35-253Z / 35-253ZSF�����������������������

LNER Lined Black No. 2082 with Push/Pull apparatus, Cage 

Bunker and Ross Pop Safety Valve [Smokebox door handles].

35-250Z / 35-250ZSF ����������������������

NER Lined Green No. 2093 with Westinghouse Pump, Coal Rail 

Bunker and Ramsbottom Safety Valve [Smokebox door handles].

£189.99 £289.99 £189.99 £289.99

£179.99 £279.99 £179.99 £279.99

35-254Z / 35-254ZSF�����������������������

BR Lined Black Early Crest No. 67263 with Cage Bunker and 

Ross Pop Safety Valve.

35-255Z / 35-255ZSF�����������������������

BR Lined Black Early Crest No. 67342 with Westinghouse 

Pump, Hopper Bunker and Ross Pop Safety Valve.

35-256Z / 35-256ZSF�����������������������

BR Lined Black Early Crest No. 67282 with Push/Pull 

apparatus, Hopper Bunker and Ross Pop Safety Valve.

35-259Z / 35-259ZSF�����������������������

BR Lined Black Late Crest No. 67261 with Push/Pull 

apparatus, Cage Bunker and Ross Pop Safety Valve.

£179.99 £279.99 £179.99 £279.99

£179.99 £279.99 £179.99 £279.99

Don’t Forget 
We Buy 

Pre-Owned!

• No Collection is too Large

• Free No Obligation Valuations

• Home Collection Available

• Personal Visit from one of our    

Experts where Necessary

• Layout Dismantling

• Collection from Anywhere in 

the UK!

Don’t Forget
About Our

Professional 
Weathering 

Service!

http://www.themodelcentre.com
http://COLOUR-RAIL.COM


www.themodelcentre.com t. 01947 899125
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, YO22 5LF

DON’T SLIP UP, ORDER YOURS NOW!
EXCLUSIVE BANANA VANS

Here at TMC we’re going BANANAS! A Bunch of our exclusives have arrived and we couldn’t 
wait to split the packaging and peel open the box! 

We have four products avilable. Two triple packs and two singles, covering 1950’s to post 
1961. Triple packs are £84.95 and our single packs are £29.95.

EXCLUSIVE HELJAN CLASS 47

TMC Exclusive | Order now for £224.95 RRP £249.95

Every class 47 loco was delivered new in two tone green livery except the last nine delivered by Brush which were 
delivered in a Brush version of BR Monastral Blue. These locos were numbered D1953 to D1961. The �nal two 

locos [D1960 and D1961] di�ered from the others in that they were �tted with ETH [Electric Train Heating].
Of these locos delivered in Blue only two of them retained this livery when receiving their TOPS number, D1956 

became 47260, & D1960 became 47514 retaining this livery until late 1975/early 1976.
So D1960 with its ETH �tting seemed like a good choice for our exclusive as it ran in this livery from July 1967 until 

late 1975/early 1976, including a period with its TOPS number [albeit only on one cab side] so it is also a good 
choice for renumbering to 47514 for something unique. 

D1960 [&47514] was always allocated to London Midland Region sheds, but after conversion to class 47/7 no 
47703 it moved to Scotland

http://www.themodelcentre.com


Professional Weathering Service

Customisation options...
• Weathering - Value, light, medium or heavy
• Custom deluxe weathering
• Renaming & renumbering

• Cab tarpaulin
• Fit parts pack
• Lamps
• Shed code

��+PSWW�½RMWL
• Cab crew
• Fire irons
• Real coal

��(''�½XXMRK
��(''�WSYRH�½XXMRK
• Screw link couplings
• Crest Changes

There are three ways to get models customised by TMC

1 . Purchase ready customised models from our extensive range of  TMC Weathered stock
2. Start with a pristine model that we have in stock and tell us exactly how you want it
3. You can send your models to us

DIRTY MY 
MODELS!

Scan me with your phone camera

You can also pre-order new releases at competitive prices.  With any purchase from 

TMC you can enhance the model by choosing from the below customisation options. 
*Please note prices are more expensive when  you send your models to us, ask for more info.

www.themodelcentre.com t. 01947 899125
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, YO22 5LF

http://www.themodelcentre.com


YOUR PECO SPECIALIST!
TMC stock a huge amount of PECO stock, get everything 

you need in one place with fast next day delivery available! 

• No Collection is too Large

• Free No Obligation Valuations

• Home Collection Available

• Personal Visit from one of our    

Experts where Necessary

• Layout Dismantling

• Collection from Anywhere in 

the UK!

PRE-OWNED & SECOND 

HAND WANTED

01947 899125

www.tmc-direct.co.uk/pre-owned

preowned@tmc-direct.com

Scan me with your phone camera

SELL 
YOUR 
MODELS

www. themode l cen t re . com

http://www.themodelcentre.com
http://www.tmc-direct.co.uk/pre-owned
mailto:preowned@tmc-direct.com


DIGITAL MODEL RAILWAY SPECIALISTS

www.digitrains.co.uk

� Try before you buy 

� Expert Advice

� Great Service

� Experience

� Major Brands

� Worldwide Mailing

Everything You Need For Your Digital Model Railway 

We stock 1,000s of products from 
more than 30 leading manufacturers.
Don’t worry if you’re not digital. 

We’re also a traditional model shop, holding all 
the major ready-to-run lines.

Listen to our latest  

DCC Sound 

installations here.

@digitrainsltd digitrainsltd

15 Clifton Street Lincoln LN5 8LQ 

(01522) 527731 

enquiries@digitrains.co.uk

digitrainsltd

http://www.digitrains.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@digitrains.co.uk


Specialists in DCC Controllers and DCC Sound

15 Clifton Street Lincoln LN5 8LQ 

(01522) 527731 

enquiries@digitrains.co.uk

We have a dedicated workshop team o�ering a DCC Sound 

and DCC non sound /tting service. O�ering a huge range of exclusive 

steam, diesel and electric sounds available for Zimo and ESU Decoders.

We have a dedicated demo layout in our shop showcasing the

latest and best in DCC Controllers. Customers are encouraged to 

try before they buy, and our knowledgeable sta� will be on hand 

to demonstrate systems and o�er advice. Helping you choose the 

best system for your layout.

mailto:enquiries@digitrains.co.uk


http://www.revolutiontrains.com


TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00
GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00
GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00
GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00
LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00
GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00
GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00
GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GL1 BR D10/11 4-4-0 ................................£420.00
GL14 LNER / BR Q4 TINY 0-8-0 .................£430.00
GL16 LNER / BR Q1/1 0-8-0 TANK ............£400.00
GL20 LMS/BR PRINCESS ...........................£575.00
GL21 LMS/BR ROYAL SCOT .......................£500.00
GL23 LMS/BR BRITISH LEGION .................£500.00
GL24 LMS/BR ORIGINAL PATRIOT .............£500.00
GL28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0 .............................£400.00
GL36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 ATLANTIC ...............£525.00
GL44 LNWR/LMS /BR COAL TANK 0-6-2 ..£325.00
GL50 LNER/BR 2-8-8-2 GARRATT .............£750.00
GL57 LNER / BR L1 2-6-4 ..........................£400.00
GL58 LNER / BR B1 4-6-0 .........................£480.00
GL59 LNER / BR K1 2-6-0 .........................£450.00
GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur....................£575.00
GL70 SR / BR SCHOOLS 4-4-0 ..................£525.00
FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T.............£300.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00
TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £280.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£725.00
TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£695.00
TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£695.00
TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stanier ............. £695.00
TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£695.00
TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£695.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T..........£465.23

K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0........... £532.87

K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T................. £465.23

K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T .......... £483.89

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit..............£27.25

LK705 Brick lineside hut.......................£27.25

LK709 Ground Level Signal Box............£37.95

LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£28.95

LK715 Brick Base Signal Box................£52.95

LK735 GWR Yard Crane.........................£29.95

LK741 GWR spear fencing....................£14.95

LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps..........£14.95

LK743 Field fencing and gates..............£13.95

LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)....................£12.95

LK748 Ladders (4).................................£10.50

LK749 Loading Gauges (2)....................£17.25

LK750 Single track level crossing gates . £27.95

LK758 Platelayers tools..........................£8.95

LK759 Platform lamps (4......................£11.95

LK760 Telephone boxes(2.....................£11.95

LK761 GWR Station seats (4) ...............£11.75

LK762 MR/NER station seats 4.............£11.75

LK763 SR/BR Station seats...................£11.75

LK764 Bicycles (8.................................£11.75

LK765 Police Call Box...........................£13.95

LK790 GWR home or distant signal.......£25.75

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide.......................£45.50

7063 B.R Standard Van.........................£45.50

7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van........£45.50

7065 B.R Meat Van...............................£45.50

7066 B.R. Insulated Van........................£45.50

7067 B.R 13 ton con�at ‘A’...................£41.25

7069 B.R Low�t Wagon........................£41.25

7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan........................£45.50

7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£41.25

7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van..............£58.25

7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van..............£58.25

7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV...£94.75

7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van...................£149.50

7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY.....................£94.75

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can ..................£49.25

W602 GWR Permanent Way brake .......£49.25

W603 GWR 6 wheel brake ...................£51.75

W604 GWR 4 plank open .....................£41.50

W605 GWR Steel Open ........................£41.50

W606 GWR 10 ton Van .........................£51.75

W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon ...........£51.75

W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon ..........£50.95

W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon ..........£50.95

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point ................£74.00

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£74.00

SL700BH 12 yards �exitrack ..............£112.75

SLE791BH Right Hand Point .................£60.25

SLE792BH Left Hand Point ...................£60.25

SLE797BH Y Point ................................£54.75

SLE790BH Double Slip .......................£124.00

SLE794BH Long Crossing ....................£66.75

SL10 24 metal railjoiners .......................£3.95

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners ..................£3.95

SL740BH Buffer stop..............................£3.75

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm...................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight.............£62.50

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves £67.25

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point ...............£58.00

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point ...............£58.00

PL33 Microswitch ..................................£7.75

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2 .................£5.75

PL80 Power Feed ...................................£9.25

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon ......... £41.75

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon ........... £41.75

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon ..............  £41.75

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon ...............  £41.75

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon ......  £41.75

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton un�tted van.......  £41.75

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon .......  £41.75

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton �tted van ..........  £41.75

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar £41.75

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van .....  £41.75

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van ......................  £41.75

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon ..........  £41.75

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral ...  £41.75

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF .......  £41.75

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral .......  £41.75

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon ......  £41.75

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van ........  £41.75

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van ...........  £41.75

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ......................  £41.75

PS100 SR/BR Banana van ...................  £41.75

PS101 SR/BR Meat van.......................  £41.75

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper .............  £41.75

PS107 SR/BR Cattle truck ...................  £41.75

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van .........  £41.75

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van ................  £41.75

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van .................  £48.50

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£42.45

47128 Fuelling Point Pump House .......£33.95

47129 Fuel Storage Tank .....................£84.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47-541 Walls & Gates ....................... £25.45 

47-558 Corrugated Shed ...................£16.95

47-572 Midland Water Crane ............ £25.45

47-002 Washing Plant ...................... £84.95

47-0054 Mess Room ........................ £59.50

47-055 Site Of�ce ........................ £55.25

47039 Of�ce Block ........................£77.20

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 62-64 Devonshire Road, Blackpool FY3 8AA

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our new well stocked shop, a mile from Blackpool North Railway Station 

Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 4.45

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Nine liveries planned

RRP £729.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

LAST FEW AVAILABLE

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries Available

RRP £569.00 OUR PRICE £466.65

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL BOGIE BOLSTER E
6 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

RRP £81.00 OUR PRICE £68.50
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £99.00 OUR PRICE £84.15
Extension Pack RRP £49.00 OUR PRICE £41.65
Spare Ends (3) RRP £29.00 OUR PRICE £24.65

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
Selling fast, 3 liveries available

RRP £729.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW DAPOL VANWIDE/VEA’S
RRP £63.28 OUR PRICE £53.75

TOWER MODELS LIMITED EDITION
SET OF SIX BAUXITE £295.00

DAPOL TTA TANKERS
2 body types, 11 liveries

RRP £91.80 OUR PRICE £78.00
4 Tower Limited Edition Sets (3)

RRP £275.40 OUR PRICE £230.00
NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 26 & 27

VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £649.00 OUR PRICE £551.65

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 2-6-2 3MT
ELEVEN OPTIONS BEING PRODUCED

BASIC RRP £621.00 OUR PRICE £527.85
DCC FITTED RRP £653.40

OUR PRICE £555.39
SOUND FITTED RRP £739.80 

OUR PRICE £628.83
AVAILABLE SUMMER 2024

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

DAPOL HAA COALWAGONS
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £64.75 OUR PRICE £55.00
TOWER MODELS EXCLUSIVE

COAL SECTOR YELLOW FRAME
RRP £64.75 OUR PRICE £55.00

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CCT’S & PMV’S
CCT IN VARIOUS LIVERIES

RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

NOW AVAILABLE
PLV / PMV VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £249.00 OUR PRICE £211.65

AVAILABLE SUMMER 2024

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully �nished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £195.62 OUR PRICE £165.00
Sound fitted RRP 391.23 OUR PRICE £330.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £262.68 OUR PRICE £223.00
DCC Fitted RRP£296.22 OUR PRICE £250.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £50.71 OUR PRICE £43.00
B.R MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £55.62 OUR PRICE £47.00

DAPOL HBA & HEA COALWAGONS 

8 LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £59.40 OUR PRICE £50.00

TOWER MODELS SET OF SIX RAIL 
FREIGHT RED GRAY

RRP £356.40 OUR PRICE £275.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available Autumn 2024
Reserve yours now

NEW DAPOL 20 TON 
BRAKE VANS

7 liveries available
RRP £90.72 OUR PRICE £77.00

NOW AVAILABLE
NEW DAPOL AUSTERITY J94
TEN LIVERIES BEING PRODUCED

BASIC RRP £270.00 OUR PRICE £229.50
DCC FITTED RRP £307.80 

OUR PRICE £261.50

SOUND FITTED RRP £410.00 OUR PRICE £348.50

AVAILABLE LATE 2024
ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

HELJAN CLASS 52 WESTERN
6 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

RRP £659.00 OUR PRICE £560.15
NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL ANCHOR MOUNTED TANKERS
DAPOL 14 TON ANCHOR MOUNTED TANKERS

5 LIVERIES OF CLASS A

5 LIVERIES OF CLASS B

RRP £59.40 OUR PRICE £50.00
NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS 
LIMITED EDITION ICI WAGONS

1950’s: 

Red Salt Van (9 types) £42.50 each

1960’s:

Blue Salt Vans (4 types) £42.50

5 plank Lime (5 types) £40.00

5 plank Alkalid (5 types) £40.00

16 ton minerals

SODA ASH Livery(3 numbers) £41.50

NOW AVAILABLE

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

NEW DAPOL CONFLATS
6 VERSIONS WITH LOAD £61.00

4 VERSIONS WITHOUT LOAD £42.50
4 DIFFERENT TOWER MODELS

LTD EDITION SETS OF 3 BR £170.00
NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 58
Total of 9 liveries

RRP £729.00 OUR PRICE £619.65
NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 73
12 Liveries Available

RRP £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 55
10 Liveries Available

RRP £729.00 OUR PRICE £619.65 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS
GWR Home Signals £53.00

LMS Home Signals £53.00

GWR Single Bracket Signals £87.00

GWR 2 arm Bracket Signals £96.00

SR Semaphone Signals £53.00

NEW HELJAN CLASS 33
Early and Late Versions

RRP £579.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
9 Liveries IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 31/1 & 31/4
Various liveries

RRP £579.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 56
Total of 8 liveries

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 40
CENTRE HEADCODE 5 liveries

RRP £579.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 
crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 
numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £222.44 OUR PRICE £189.07
DCC fitted RRP £261.57 OUR PRICE£222.33
BOTH EARLY AND WINDOW BEADED NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully �nished with diecast 
body and excellent detail. Choice of six 
liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £553.31 OUR PRICE £470.00
Sound fitted RRP £726.57 OUR PRICE £617.50

LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN PCA TANKS
10 number options of Cement

3 Options in Chemical Livery

£99.99 Each

NEW HELJAN Mk2 / 2a COACHES
T.S.O. / F.K. / B.S.O. / B.F.K.

RRP £299.00 OUR PRICE £254.25
DUE FOR RELEASE SUMMER 2024

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

HELJAN CATFISH & DOGFISH
Cat�sh 9 Liveries

Dog�sh 10 Liveries
RRP £124.00 OUR PRICE £104.50

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL GWR / LMS / BR VANS
3 LIVERIES LMS STD 12T VAN

5 LIVERIES GWR STD 12T VAN

2 LIVERIES GWR FRUIT A

RRP £55.51 OUR PRICE £47.00
NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS  O GAUGE PLATFORMS
Bachman Scenecraft platforms and 

ramps exclusive to Tower Models 

2 Ramps & 2 straights (98cms) £89.95
3 straight (88cms) £69.95

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37
SPLIT HEADCODE BOXES

Ten liveries available

RRP £6400 OUR PRICE £551.65

NOW AVAILABLE

mailto:sales@tower-models.com
http://www.tower-models.com
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Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,

Coaches, Wagons, etc. 
Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of

Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 

WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 

or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

http://www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk
mailto:sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk
http://www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk


http://mustard.co.uk
http://REVIEWS.io
http://Mustard.co.uk
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MAC’S 

MODEL 

RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET

KIRRIEMUIR

01575 572397

Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust, built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�
DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�
QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�
CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�
SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVU�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�
DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://qrcc.me/s7edd2hg086u
mailto:Andy@Isinglass-models.co.uk
http://scalescenes.com
http://scalescenes.com
http://cranegardenbuildings.co.uk
http://Isinglass-Models.co.uk
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Trains4U.com
dĞůC�Ϭϭϳϯϯ�ဒဓϱဓဒဓ

KƉĞŶ�dƵĞ�) ^Ăƚ�ϭϬ.ϬϬ)ϱ.ϬϬ0�^ƵŶ�ϭϬ.ϯϬʹϯ.ϯϬ0�ĐůŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶ

Ϯϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��&ĞŶŐĂƚĞ�WĞƚĞƌďŽƌŽƵŐŚJ�W�ϭ�ϱY�

ĞLŵĂŝůC�ŝŶĨŽΛdƌĂŝŶƐϰhMĐŽŵ�������������������������&ŽůůŽǁ�ƵƐ�ŽŶC

�y�>h^/s��KK�,K��,KWW�Z^

hŶďƌĂŶĚĞĚ��ĞŵĞǆ�>ŝǀĞƌǇ

Ϯ�ƚǁŝŶLƉĂĐŬƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�Ăƚ�άဓϭMဓϱ�ƉĞƌ�ƉĂŝƌ

�ŽŵŝŶŐ�ƐŽŽŶ�L ĐĂůů�Žƌ�ĞŵĂŝů�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐĞƌǀĞ

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11.00 - 5.00 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD

01865 848000,

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!��+!
���������

Open from 09.00 - 16.00 Monday - Friday

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure 
you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available. We 

can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and can 
also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are 

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is 
only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

These are the latest LOKSOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

Please remember that we offer a
decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’ gauge models but may
require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;
are available at £219.99 inc speaker.

WANTED MODEL RAILWAY COLLECTIONS 
BEST PRICES PAID, CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

http://Trains4U.com
mailto:info@Trains4U.com
http://scalemodelscenery.co.uk
mailto:durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com
http://www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk
http://WWW.GOLDENVALLEYHOBBIES.COM
http://www.howesmodels.co.uk
http://WWW.SMARTMODELS.CO.UK
mailto:info@smartmodels.co.uk
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York Modelmaking
Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

01904 400358 laser@yorkmodelmaking.com

www.YorkModelrail.com
Online Shop

We manufacture a wide range of laser-cut scenery 
detailing and architectural components; 
helping you build your railway layouts.

We also offer a bespoke laser-cutting service catering
for ALL SCALES and all model-makers, worldwide.

Online shop categories for N, 00, 0 and expanding range in TT scale

Talk to Peter’s Spares; Over 4000 Different
Hornby and Dapol Spares in stock.
Back in stock alerts and wishlist.
Pre-Order Your Accurascale, Bachmann, Dapol, EFE 
Rail, Graham Farish & Hornby Rapido Trains With Us.

NEED HORNBY SPARES?

DON’T FORGET WE SELL:
Locomotives, Rolling Stock,

Scenics and much more!

EST 2009

Y New & Used Hornby Spare Parts

Y Our own spare parts made in China

Y Locomotives and Rolling Stock

Y Plastic Kits, Paints, Tools & Glues

Y Digital Decoders & Controllers

Y Locomotive Detailing parts

Y Mega Steam Smoke Fluid

Y Tracks & Train Sets

Y We have it all at Peters Spares

Y Check our NEW LOOK STORE now!

OVER
14,000 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
68 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668

Telephone, Web and Exhibition Sales only

Specialist suppliers of 

G scale and 16mm 

garden railways

LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann

Piko X Pola

Roundhouse

USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N

from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 

Farish

Heljan

Dapol

Rapido

Woodland Scenics, etc.
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http://www.model-rail.co.uk
http://www.kgrmodels.com
http://altonmodelcentre.co.uk
mailto:laser@yorkmodelmaking.com
http://www.YorkModelrail.com
mailto:sales@harburns.uk
http://www.harburns.uk
http://www.petersspares.com
mailto:sales@petersspares.com
http://www.harburns.uk
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Sign up and join the UK’s biggest 
self-improvement movement today:

walk1000miles.co.uk

Have you ever 
done anything 

amazing?
You can walk 1000 miles

in 12 months in under
an hour a day – and it feels

more incredible than it sounds.

1000
Walk

2024
miles 

N Scale
Ass Gravestones
£5.25,
Traction Engine 

& Boom £17.40

lots of ideas 

in our
catalogue.

Gantry Hoist..................................................................£17.65
Private siding gate ..........................................................£8.60
2 off Small 5 bar farm gate/drive gate ............................ £7.85
Band stand ...................................................................£20.60
6HDWHG�%DQG�&LYLO�8QLIRUP����¿JXUHV� .......................... £12.15
HWFKHG�EUDVV�6HDWV�	�0XVLF�VWDQGV ............................. £10.10
0DUFKLQJ�*XDUGV�%DQG�����¿JXUHV� ............................. £14.45
.LOWHG�3LSH�	�'UXPV�%DQG�����¿JXUHV�......................... £15.80
2 kilted Pipers & 2 Highland Dancers ............................. £4.60
���DVV��6WUHHW�%ROODUGV����W\SHV� .................................... £5.60
���DVV��&KLPQH\�3RWV�����W\SHV�.................................... £5.60
��ODUJH�&KLPQH\�SRWV�.LQJV�	�4XHHQV� ......................... £5.60
���RII�5RXQG�&KLQPH\�3RWV���PP�WDOO�........................... £5.60
���5RDG�7UDI¿F�FRQHV..................................................... £5.10
Milkman with 9 milk crates.............................................. £5.85
assorted Beer and Cider crates ...................................... £6.40
��[��������¶V�3HWURO�3XPSV ............................................ £9.30
*DUDJH�:RUNVKRS�)RUHFRXUW�¿WWLQJV ............................ £10.75
Garage Machine, tyre remover & balancer..................... £6.70
��FRPSUHVVRUV�	�¿JXUHV��VSUD\�JXQ�ZKHHO�ZUHQFK�....... £6.55
Engine Hoist/Engine & Tool Chest .................................. £6.95
*DUDJH���SLOODU�+\GUDXOLF�&DU�5DPS............................... £7.35
2 Loco Crew - Victorian/Edwardian ................................ £3.40
2 Loco Crew - 1930’s/50’s .............................................. £3.40
6 Seated Loco Crew 1950’s ........................................... £6.85
2 Loco Crew - Diesel drivers .......................................... £3.40

Painted 3 different Victorian Pillar Boxes ....................... £9.50
3DLQWHG�0DUFKLQJ�*XDUGV............................................. £30.70
3DLQWHG�5XVWLF�%XV�6KHOWHU�DQG�6WRS ........................... £17.35
3DLQWHG�0RGHUQ�%XV�6KHOWHU�	�6WRS............................. £13.00
Painted 3 Modern Pillar Boxes ....................................... £9.00
3DLQWHG�+RUVH�7URXJK..................................................... £7.90
3DLQWHG���[�9LOODJH�:DWHU�3XPSV ................................... £7.35
3DLQWHG�6LQJOH�+HDG�7UDI¿F�/LJKW ................................... £8.00
3DLQWHG�7ZLQ�+HDG�7UDI¿F�/LJKW ...................................... £8.30
3DLQWHG�3ROLFH�7HOHSKRQH�ER[��UHVLQ� ........................... £17.55
3DLQWHG�+XQW�6FHQH���PRXQWHG�ULGHUV.......................... £12.35
3DLQWHG�+XQW�6FHQH���$VVRUWHG�+RXQGV ...................... £11.00
3DLQWHG�&ULFNHW�*DPH���¿JV........................................ £41.35
Painted cricket Sight Screen ........................................ £18.85
Painted Cricket Score Board ........................................ £10.70
Painted 6 x Seated Cricket Figs waiting to play ........... £17.35
Painted Morris Dancers ................................................ £33.05
3DLQWHG�/RFR�6SRWWHUV����	���.LGV ............................... £33.05
Painted Lych Gate ........................................................£16.20
3DLQWHG�&KXUFK�1RWLFH�%RDUG�	�&UXFL¿[....................... £13.05
Painted War Memorial .................................................. £13.05
3DLQWHG�*DUGHQHUV����¿JV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�................... £15.90
3DLQWHG�%ODFNVPLWK�DQG�HTXLSPHQW .............................. £47.90
Painted 4 Soldiers Marching......................................... £12.10
3DLQWHG���2I¿FHU�IRU�$ERYH............................................. £3.40
3DLQWHG���0RXQWHG�2I¿FHU.............................................. £6.85

��SDOOHWV�	�K\GUDXOLF�SDOOHW�WUXFN ............................... £5.40
Beehives and bee-keepers ....................................... £5.65
��%XON�%XLOGLQJ�%DJV................................................. £4.80
Band Stand ............................................................. £12.10
$LU�&RQGLWLRQLQJ�&DELQHWV����ZDOO����ÀRRU� ................ £4.40
��$VVRUWHG�5RFN�&OLPEHUV ........................................ £6.05
��$VVRUWHG�+LJKODQG�&DWWOH ....................................... £5.55
��$VVRUWHG�)LUHPHQ�LQ�DFWLRQ�SRVHV ......................... £5.85
��7UDZOHUPHQ�)LVKHUPDQ�)LJXUHV ............................. £5.55
��$VVRUWHG�'RQNH\V��XQKDUQHVVHG........................... £4.70
3 Beach Donkeys and Children ................................ £5.55
%HDFK�6HW��¿JXUHV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW� .......................... £7.05
��*XDUGV�0DUFKLQJ ................................................... £6.30
*XDUGV�&RORXU�3DUW\��ÀDJV�����¿JV� .......................... £4.80
*XDUGV�0DUFKLQJ�%DQG............................................. £6.85
&XE�6FRXW�&DPS�6HW ................................................ £7.05
��$VVRUWHG�&DWV ........................................................ £3.90
��[�3XE�7DEOH�EHQFK�	�3DUDVROV ............................... £5.10
&KXUFK�6WDLQHG�*ODVV�:LQGRZV���6SLUH.................... £8.00
��6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV���)LJXUHV��6HW�� ...................... £5.25
��6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV���)LJXUHV�6HW�� ....................... £5.25
��%XR\V��WZR�ÀRDWLQJ���RQ�ZKDUI����ERDW�IHQGHUV ..... £3.90
6 Station Platform Staff ............................................. £5.25
*DUDJH�$FFHVVRULHV���3LOODU�5DPS ........................... £7.70
Engine Hoist, Trolley Jack & Tool Chest ................... £6.70
:KDUI�+DUERXUVLGH�FOXWWHU�OREVWHUSRWV�¿VK�WUD\V�HWF . £5.25

3DLQWHG���3ODLQ�+RUVHV��XQKDUQHVVHG� ..................... £7.70
Painted Loco Crew ................................................... £5.15
3DLQWHG�6ZDQV�	�'XFNV�[���HDFK............................. £8.30
3DLQWHG�:DWHUIRZO����[�6ZDQV��GXFNV��JHHVH ........ £10.45
3DLQWHG�:DVKLQJ�/LQH�	�)LJXUH ................................ £9.10
3DLQWHG�:LOG�$QLPDOV ................................................ £9.00
3DLQWHG�$VVRUWHG�6HDJXOOV�[�� .................................. £8.45
Painted Dogs 6 off .................................................... £8.30
Painted 6 x Pigs........................................................ £7.85
Painted Sheep 8off ................................................... £8.45
Painted Chickens 10 off ............................................ £8.45
3DLQWHG�)XQHUDO�6FHQH ........................................... £12.00
Painted Wedding Scene ......................................... £23.40
Painted Cricket Game ............................................ £34.45
3DLQWHG�&KXUFK�1RWLFH�ERDUG�	�FUXFL¿[ .................... £9.65
3DLQWHG�/UJ�:RRGHQ��2DN��%DUUHOV�[�� ..................... £7.85
3DLQWHG�)ORZHU�WXEEV�DQG�ZDWHU�EXWW ........................ £9.75
3DLQWHG�7HUUDFRWWD�&KLPQH\V����[����W\SHV�� ........... £6.40
3DLQWHG�:HOGLQJ�)LJXUHV�	�(TXLSPHQ .....................£11.25
Painted Relaxed Loco Crew x 2 ............................... £5.15
3DLQWHG���*DUGHQHUV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW...................... £14.80
3DLQWHG���[�$VV�6WDQGLQJ�)LJXUHV�SODWIRUP�HWF ....... £23.10
3DLQWHG���3DOOHWV�DQG�SDOOHW�WUXFN ............................£11.00
Painted 4 Beehives and 2 beekeepers ................... £14.80
3DLQWHG���%XON�%XLOGLQJ�%DJV�VDQG........................... £9.05
Painted 6 ass Rock Climbers ................................. £15.40

OO SCALE
Fair Toyset £69.30, 
morris dancers £9.65, 
loads of kits in our 
illustrated colour
catalogue or website 
www.langleymodels.co.uk

Mail Order By Return P+P £4.40. 
Unpainted metal kits-glue with epoxy 
glue (£7). Trade/shops Welcome

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk
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9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 5LF        

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

R/C 
DEPARTMENT 

& GAMES
WORKSHOP

IN NEW
EXTENSION

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES

Stockists of all major brands

and much more!
Find us on Ebay: AC Models 2
Amazon: acmodelseastleighGIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE

http://www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk
http://walk1000miles.co.uk
mailto:info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk
http://www.langleymodels.co.uk
http://www.langleymodels.co.uk
mailto:info@youchoos.co.uk
http://www.YouChoos.co.uk


127www.model-rail.co.uk

T
O

 A
D

V
E

R
T

I
S

E
 I

N
 M

O
D

E
L

 R
A

I
L

 M
A

R
K

E
T

P
L

A
C

E
 C

A
L

L
 S

A
R

A
H

 O
N

 0
1

7
3

3
 9

7
9

4
5

8
 - S

A
R

A
H

.C
H

A
R

IT
Y

@
B

A
U

E
R

M
E

D
I
A

.C
O

.U
K

RAILWAY 
BOOKS 

BOUGHT  
& SOLD

Free Railway Booksearch Service

155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������
ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP

HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP

Tel: 01484 518159
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Supplier & Collector

of Vintage Trains

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk

dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

Primarily, but not

exclusively,

made by Triang.
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Est. 2016

• Servicing & repairs

• Weathering • Resprays

• Kit building

A RENOWNED SPECIALIST 

DCC CONVERSION SERVICE

01733 609 414 

info@marks-trains.co.uk

www.marks-trains.co.uk

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £63.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £84.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £117.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £119.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.50 (£30 to £60), £5.50 (over £60).

Overseas orders at cost, minimum £5.00.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO

EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

Orwell 
Model 

Railways
Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road
Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open
Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00
Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of:

Peco • Bachmann
Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio 

Cavalex • Accurascale and much 
more including secondhand

WARDS YARD,

133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, 

CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455
Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, 

Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com

MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

Bachmann, Hornby, Dapol, Gaugemaster, 
Metcalfe, Peco, etc.

Gauges N to 0. Modelling tools and materials
/RFRPRWLYH�UHSDLU�DQG�GHFRGHU�À�WWLQJ�VHUYLFH

We supply Blue Foam for scenery 
and baseboards

And can build foam baseboards to order

Tel: 07981 
757023

Monday to 
Friday 10.30 

to 4.30 
Saturday

9.00 to 4.30

Unit 38
Market 
Village

South Parade
Sutton 
&ROGÀ�HOG
B72 1QU

http://www.model-rail.co.uk
mailto:sales@candmmodels.co.uk
https://candmmodels.co.uk
http://www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
mailto:dave@daveangell.co.uk
mailto:info@marks-trains.co.uk
http://www.marks-trains.co.uk
http://www.railwaybook.c om
mailto:nick@railwaybook.com
http://marks.trains.uk
mailto:sales@branchlines.com
mailto:heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com
http://johndutfieldmodelrailways.co.uk
http://www.modelscenerysupplies.co.uk
http://www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk
http://monkbarmodelshop.co.uk
http://www.pdkmodels.co.uk
mailto:pdkmodels@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:SARAH.CHARITY@BAUERMEDIA.CO.UK
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P&D MARSH MODELS

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 

DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM

07730 202270

PAINTED OO GAUGE
PDZ6  Track gang (4) £10.50

PDZ9 Bikes (4) £9.95

PDZ12 Trackside signs (4) £9.95

PDZ19 Loco crew (2) £10.85

PDZ23 Row boat £11.95

PDZ31 Gardening set £8.95

PDZ39 Coalmen & scales (2) £9.95

PDZ50 Platform trolley/porter £9.95

PDZ54 Chimney pots (8) £6.85

PDZ57 School crossing (1950) £10.85

PDZ106 Lambretta/rider £9.25

PAINTED N GAUGE
PDX40 Ferguson tractor £9.50

PDX41 Stack of barrels £6.65

PDX43 Skip & cones £7.95

PDX50 Mums/prams (2) £9.95

PDX51 Cyclists (2) £9.95

PDX56 Gravestones (8) £7.95

PDX58 Fire buckets £8.50

PDX68 Forklift £9.25

PDX80 Benches (4) £7.50

PDX351 GWR home signal £9.95

PDX361 Ground signals (5) £9.50

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfields Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk

01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN

DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH

DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER

 METCALFE • RATIO

& MUCH MORE

66 High Street,  

Dingwall, IV15 9RY

Tel: 01349 862346 
www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of 
OO and N gauge 
model railways

Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

REDCAR MODELS 
& HOBBIES
Most leading  

brands of 
“OO” gauge model 

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic 

Kits, Woodland 
Scenics, K+S metal 

Centre etc
130 High St, Redcar, 
Cleveland, TS10 3DH. 

Tel: 01642 494912 
(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

South Cumbria’s number 

one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 

Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

STAFFORD’S BEST SHOP

for the model railway enthusiast

Professional assistance and 

advice from fellow enthusiasts.

WIDE RANGE OF STOCK 

from all your favourite suppliers: 

Bachmann, Peco, Dapol, Hornby, 
Expo Tools, Kadee Couplings, etc

Bespoke Services:

DCC Fitting, ordering service, 
weathering and repairs.

Sets, locos, rolling stock, track, 
accessories, tools, scenery, paints, 

brushes, and our own exclusive 
products - Topp Pots

01785 247883 

www.topptrains.co.uk

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach 
& Wagon Kits

Fittings 
& Accessories

Wheels / Motors 
& Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, 

Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU 

New special commission 

7-plank wagon in 

00 and 0 gauge: 

‘Sneyd, Burslem’

ₔ Hornby ₔ Bachmann ₔ Peco 

ₔ Dapol ₔ Gaugemaster 
ₔ Woodland Scenics  

ₔ Plus much more!

OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; 

Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 

E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com

www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

To advertise in

Please contact Sarah Charity on

01733 979458
or email: sarah.charity@bauermedia.co.uk

mailto:sarah.charity@bauermedia.co.uk
http://www.rue-d-etropal.com
http://www.topptrains.co.uk
http://WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM
mailto:SARAH.CHARITY@BAUERMEDIA.CO.UK
http://www.tridenttrains.co.uk
mailto:sales@redcarmodels.co.uk
mailto:mail@esmodels.co.uk
http://www.esmodels.co.uk
http://www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
http://roxeymouldings.co.uk
http://www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
http://www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk
mailto:thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
http://www.trainshop.co.uk
http://www.lovepaper.org


If there’s a prototype that you think needs to be o�ered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?
Although designed originally under the 

auspices of Wilson Worsdell, the North 

Eastern Railway’s Class Y 4-6-2Ts were built 

after Vincent Raven had taken over as chief 

mechanical engineer, with 20 examples 

turned out from Darlington Works in 1910-11.

‘Pacific’ tank locomotives were a rarity in 

the UK and, unlike most 4-6-2 tender engines, 

the Class Y was built specifically with heavy 

mineral tra�ic in mind. Boasting a large boiler, 

three 16½ x 26in cylinders and three sets of 

Stephenson link valve gear, they proved to be 

very capable locomotives. 

Perfectly suited to the task of hauling 

coal from the North East’s many collieries, 

they o�ered similar performance to many 

existing tender locomotives, but removed 

the disadvantages involved in running 

tender-first, especially when shunting 

riverside staithes.

Following the Grouping, the LNER 

reclassified the Raven 4-6-2Ts as the ‘A7’, at 

the same time relegating the fleet to heavy 

shunting duties at marshalling yards, 

especially those with hump operations. Many 

examples eventually moved to Hull, initially 

to haul local stone trains, but most ended up 

Locomotive: NER Raven Class Y/LNER ‘A7’ 4-6-2T

Scale: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Max Walters

hauling mineral tra�ic to the port, 

especially during the Second World War, 

replacing ancient locomotives of Hull & 

Barnsley heritage.

British Railways placed the ‘A7s’ in 

the ‘3F’ power category and withdrawals 

began in the 1950s, with the last 

example being retired in 1957.

What would make it viable?
There has been a significant shift towards 

pre-Grouping designs from manufacturers 

recently, in the search for prototypes hitherto 

unavailable in RTR form. The ‘A7’ boasts an 

unusual wheel arrangement for a tank 

locomotive but, as Sonic Models’ LNER ‘A8’ 

proved last year, there’s certainly a demand 

for something a little less obvious.

Moreover, the ‘A7’s’ diminutive 4ft 7¼in 

driving wheels, triple cylinders and the 

outside drive to the leading coupled axle 

o�ers something even more unusual. 

We have GWR heavy tank locomotives in 

the Hornby range, so why not something 

for the LNER?

There’s scope for o�ering numerous subtle 

detail di�erences too, with original and 

superheated boilers (a couple of di�erent 

versions were employed) being the most 

obvious, while liveries could cover the NER, 

LNER and early BR schemes. 

Can I see a real one?
No, all 20 ‘A7s’ were scrapped 

following withdrawal.

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Max Walters’ 

argument? Join the debate on our Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/modelrail

Model Rail magazine is published 13 times per year by H Bauer Publishing, 

registered in England and Wales with company number LP003328, 

registered address Media House, Peterborough Business Park, Lynchwood, 

Peterborough, PE2 6EA.

COMPLAINTS: H Bauer Publishing is a member of the Independent Press 
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details of how to contact us about editorial complaints and IPSO’s contact 

details) can be found at www.bauermediacomplaints.co.uk
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Just because the hobby has changed 
doesn’t mean it’s dying out. Chris Leigh 
would know – he’s seen it all before.

Hattons has closed. The Warley 
club’s annual NEC extravaganza is no 
more. The hobby must be on its 
knees and about to die out. I’ve 
waited to comment, mainly because 
it was convenient to do so. Plus, last 
month, I’d already written last issue’s 
Backscene and it was too late to 
change it. Anyway, the pundits were 
commenting online. Pete Waterman, 
never short of a comment, was busily 
telling the prophets of doom that it 
isn’t the end of the hobby. Even 
Rod Stewart got roped in. 

Pete’s right. In the aftermath of 
Beeching there was a lot of gloom 
about the future of railways and the 
future of interest in railways. I recall 
no lesser person than Ian Allan 
himself predicting that railways, as 
a hobby, would be unlikely to survive 
the end of steam. Would it be better 
to put investment into bus and 
aviation publications? Yet, survive it 
did, and a whole new generation of 
spotters, enthusiasts and modellers 
centred their interest on the ‘blue 
diesel era’, the ‘new look’ railway of 
the Corporate Image, contrived in 
order to put both Beeching and 
steam behind us.

Since then, we’ve had privatization 
and the huge expansion of massive 
block freight trains which are both 
difficult and expensive to model. 
Yet we do see them modelled and 
we’ve even seen new manufacturers 
building their businesses on the 
supply of expensive, electronically 
sophisticated model locomotives 
with controllable lights and sound, 
costing hundreds of pounds, not to 
mention the multiple wagon packs 
required to go with them. 

Despite the prediction that smaller 
modern houses would mean smaller 
(or no) layouts, the growth of 
‘N’ gauge, and the return of ‘TT’ 
suggests that if modellers want to 
model the current or recent past rail 
scene they will find a way to do it – 
and in whatever gauge suits them.

Who are ‘they’? I’m not sure 
anyone has done a survey to find 
out. When we launched Model Rail, 
and even before that, marketing 
departments were eager to find out 
who their audience was by mounting 
surveys. They would ask about age. 
Whether it was Model Railway 
Constructor or Model Rail, when 
I was editor, the majority of readers 
were always in the same age group 
as me. That’s clearly no longer the 
case, but I’d make a guess that the 
majority of Model Rail’s readership 
now falls into George’s age group. 
I certainly hope so. At age 77 
I wouldn’t want the bulk of the 
readership to have the same life 
expectancy as me!

Over the 60 years that I’ve 
been involved with model railway 
magazines the hobby has 
changed and reinvented itself, 
and it continues to do so. 

I’ve recently joined a model 
railway club for the first time 
since I moved away from 
Egham back in 1992. Partly, 
it’s because, without the 
camaraderie of a daily visit 
to the office, I needed 
like-minded folk to talk to. 
True, there are quite a few 
members who are roughly 
the same age as me, but 
there are also those who 
work, or have worked recently, 
on the railway.

At a recent running night, 
I turned up with Kernow’s 
GWR steam railmotor to 
show off. I was trumped by 
another member who had 
a DCC sound version of the 
new Cavalex Class 56 and a long 
rake of MGR wagons. 

I made my first purchase of 
a magazine, Model Railway 
Constructor, while waiting in the 
queue for the Model Railway Club’s 
Easter exhibition at the Methodist 
Central Hall, Westminster, in 1961 or 

Left: Though they 

were short, I thought 

the Hornby-Dublo 

coaches were superb. 

I supplemented my 

maroon set with extras 

from Hattons.

JACQUES PORTAL

Right: The new 

Hornby ‘2MT’ 

2-6-0 in 

WR lined green 

was my last 

purchase 

from Hattons.

Above: From train 

set to GWR 

modeller. The 

Gaiety ‘57XX’ 

0-6-0PT which 

was an early 

purchase from 

Hattons. It has 

su�ered several 

repaints.

1962. There hasn’t been such a show 
in central London in many years, 
but the hobby went on. 

Hattons’ Liverpool shop played an 
important part in my ‘upgrade’ from 
playing with a train set, including 
a Hornby-Dublo ‘Castle’, to becoming 
a Great Western modeller. I supple-
mented my ‘Castle’ with a Gaiety 
pannier tank (a die-cast body on 
a Dublo chassis) bought by mail order 
from Hattons. Later, when Meccano 
folded, Hattons’ proximity to the 
Binns Road factory meant that the 
shop acquired much of the unsold 
stock. I bought coaches and wagons 
– often with ‘Export’ labels on the 
boxes, from Hattons when they had 
ceased to be available anywhere else. 

It was the last place in England 
where you could buy Dublo track 
and some accessories after 
other stockists had sold out. But 

by that time I was shopping for 
kits and bits at Eames of Reading 
and at W&H Models in London. 
The W&H catalogue was the UK 
equivalent of Walther’s in the USA 
and listed almost everything you 
could possibly want for railway 
modelling. Eames and W&H and 
dozens of others have all gone, 
but the hobby changes and moves 
on. I found Eames and W&H 

adverts in 1963 magazines 
but no sign of Hattons. 

Few of today’s trendy 
young girls knit or crotchet, 
yet every time there’s 
a special event of signifi-

cance, an anniversary, a Coronation, 
Christmas or whatever, ‘yarn 
bombers’ hit the local town and pillar 
boxes, benches, phone boxes and 
bollards are ‘yarn-bombed’ by 
people whose pastime might at other 
times appear to have passed on. 

Railway modelling is dead – long 
live railway modelling!

Below: W&H 

Models (Walkers & 

Holtzapfel) carried 

a large range of 

kits and bits 

from numerous 

manufacturers. 

They were in 

London’s New 

Cavendish Street 

when I knew them.

Above: London’s 

biggest model 

exhibition took place 

for a week at Easter. 

Today, the capital 

doesn’t have a show 

– the nearest is the 

London Festival of 

Railway Modelling at 

Alexandra Palace 

(March 16-17).



Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement  

for early to modern collections of British and Foreign  

trains and train sets from large accumulations to  

items of individual value. Our customer base is  

increasing dramatically and we need an ever  

larger supply of quality material to keep pace with  

demand. The market has never been stronger  

and if you are considering the sale of your  

collection, now is the time to act.

Get the experts on your side!

Selling your model railways?

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick  CV34 5DB  England

Tel: (01926) 499031   <   Fax: (01926) 491906

Email:  richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com 

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, professional 

valuation of your collection, without obligation on your  

part to proceed. Either we will make you a fair, binding  

private treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of  

your property in our next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 

transportation of your collection to our Warwick offices  

completely free of charge. If you decline our offer, we  

ask you to cover the return carriage costs only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible  

anywhere in the country or abroad, usually within  

48 hours, in order to value larger collections.  

Please phone for details.

ADVISORY DAYS - We are staging a series of advisory  

days and we will be visiting all areas of England, Scotland, 

Wales and Ireland during the coming months.  

Please visit our website or telephone for further details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 

customer base we are in a position to offer prices that we  

feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today with  

details of your property.

http://www.warwickandwarwick.com
mailto:richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com
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ŽǀĞƌ�ĨŽƌƚǇ ǇĞĂƌƐ��KƵƌ�ĂŶĂůŽŐƵĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ ŚĂǀĞ ƐƚŽŽĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĞƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƟŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŽ�ŚĂƐ�ŽƵƌ�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ�ŐƵĂƌĂŶƚĞĞ��

�tĞ�ƵŶĚĞƌƚĂŬĞ ƚŽ ƌĞƉůĂĐĞ� ĨƌĞĞ ŽĨ ĐŚĂƌŐĞ� ĂŶǇ ƉĂƌƚƐ ĨŽƵŶĚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƟǀĞ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ ƚŚĞ ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ

ŽĨ ƚŚĞ�ƵŶŝƚ ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ ƚŚĂƚ ƚŚĞ ŝƚĞŵ ŚĂƐ ŶŽƚ ďĞĞŶ ƚĂŵƉĞƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ��

Mains Powered Controllers
KƵƌ�DĂŝŶƐ�WŽǁĞƌĞĚ��ĂƐĞĚ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ�ĐŽŵĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ũƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ƉůƵŐŐĞĚ�ŝŶ��ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�

ĂǁĂǇ ǇŽƵ�ŐŽ��dŚĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŽƵƚƉƵƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƉŽǁĞƌŝŶŐ�Ă�ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŽƌŝĞƐ�

GMC-COMBI

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�dƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞƌ

Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale

&ĂŶƚĂƐƟĐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐŵĂůů�ůĂǇŽƵƚƐ�Žƌ�

ďĞŐŝŶŶĞƌƐ�ƵƉŐƌĂĚŝŶŐ�Ă�ƐƚĂƌƚĞƌ�ƐĞƚ��ƚŚĞ��Žŵďŝ

ŚĂƐ�ďŽƚŚ�Ă�ϭϮs����ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ƚŽ�ƌƵŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�

ĂŶĚ�Ă�ϭϲs����ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŽƌŝĞƐ�

GMC-D

dǁŝŶ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ

Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale

KƵƌ�ďĞƐƚ�ƐĞůůŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ��ZƵŶƐ�Ă�ƚǁŽ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�

ƌĂŝůǁĂǇ�ǁŝƚŚ ŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ�ŽĨ�ĨƵƐƐ��dŚĞ�DŽĚĞů���

�ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ŚĂƐ�ƚǁŽ�ϭϮs����ƚƌĂĐŬ�ŽƵƚƉƵƚƐ��ĂƐ�ǁĞůů�

ĂƐ�Ă�ϭϲs����ŽƵƚƉƵƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŽƌŝĞƐ�

GMC-Q

&ŽƵƌ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ

Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale

dŚĞ�ďĞƐƚ�ƐĞůůŝŶŐ�ĨŽƵƌ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƚŽĚĂǇ��/ƚ�

ŽīĞƌƐ ŝŵƉƌĞƐƐŝǀĞ�ǀĂůƵĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽŶĞǇ�ǁŝƚŚ ŝƚƐ�ĨŽƵƌ�ϭϮs����

ƚƌĂĐŬ�ŽƵƚƉƵƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚǁŽ�ŽĨ�ϭϲs����ĂŶĚ�ϭϮs����ŽƵƚƉƵƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�

ĂĐĐĞƐƐŽƌŝĞƐ�

Panel Mounted Controllers
KƵƌ�WĂŶĞů�DŽƵŶƚĞĚ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ ƐĞƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ƉĂŶĞů�ŽĨ�

ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞ��dŚĞǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ŇƵƐŚ ŵŽƵŶƚĞĚ�ƚŽŽ�

GMC-100

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ�WĂŶĞů�DŽƵŶƚ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ
Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale
ZĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1�GMC-WM1 transformer

dŚĞ�ƉĂŶĞů�ŵŽƵŶƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�Įƚ�

ƐŶƵŐůǇ ŝŶƚŽ�Ă�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ƉĂŶĞů�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŚŽŝĐĞ����ŇƵƐŚ

Įƚ�ĨĂƐĐŝĂ�ƌĞƐƵůƚƐ ŝŶ�Ă�ĐůĞĂŶ�ĮŶŝƐŚ�

GMC-U

^ŝŶŐůĞ�WĂŶĞů�DŽƵŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ
Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale
ZĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1�GMC-WM1 transformer

tŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ďƌĂŬĞ�ŬŶŽď�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϮs����ƚƌĂĐŬ�

ŽƵƚƉƵƚ��ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĂůůŽǁƐ ǇŽƵ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƌĞĂůŝƐŵ�ǁŚĞŶ�

ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ůŽĐŽŵŽƟǀĞƐ�

GMC-W

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ�tĂůŬĂďŽƵƚ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ
Most Suitable For: OO, HO, and N Scale
ZĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1�GMC-WM1 transformer or GMC-100M

&ŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ϭ�ϱŵ�ŽĨ�ĐĂďůĞ��ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĂůůŽǁƐ

ǇŽƵ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƌĞĞĚŽŵ�ƚŽ�ŵŽǀĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ǁŚŝůĞ ƐƟůů�

ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůĂǇŽƵƚ��

The Walkabout
dŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�

ĨŽƌ�ŵŽǀŝŶŐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂǇŽƵƚ�

Also in the Gaugemaster Analogue Range
Cased Controllers

GMC-100M

GMC-P

GMC-100MO 

GMC-10LGB

GMC-10LGB5F

GMC-DS

GMC-TS

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ�

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�K�^ĐĂůĞ

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�'�^ĐĂůĞ

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�'�^ĐĂůĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�&ĂŶ

dǁŝŶ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ

dŚƌĞĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ

Panel Mounted Controllers
KƌĂŶŐĞ�ƚĞǆƚ�ƐŚŽǁƐ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵĞƌ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞĚ

'D��ϭϬϬ�K

GMC-UF

GMC-UO

GMC-UD

GMC-UDS

GMC-UQ 

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�K�^ĐĂůĞ ϭǆ�GMC-M2

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�&ĞĞĚďĂĐŬ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1 or GMC-WM1

^ŝŶŐůĞ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�K�ϭǆ�GMC-M2

dǁŝŶ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1�Žƌ�Ϯǆ�GMC-WM1

dǁŝŶ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�^ŝŵƵůĂƟŽŶ�ϭǆ�GMC-M1�Žƌ�Ϯǆ�GMC-WM1

&ŽƵƌ�dƌĂĐŬ��ŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�Ϯǆ�GMC-M1�Žƌ�ϰǆ�GMC-WM1

Cased Transformers

GMC-M1

GMC-M3

Wall Mounted Transformers

GMC-WM1

GMC-WM2

GMC-WM5

Ϯǆ�ϭϲǀ����KƵƉƚƵƚƐ�Ăƚ�ϭ�

ϭǆ�Ϯϰǀ����KƵƚƉƵƚƐ�Ăƚ�ϭ�Ϯϱ�

ϭǆ�ϭϲǀ�Žƌ�ϭϮǀ����KƵƚƉƵƚ�Ăƚ�ϭ�ϭ�

ϭǆ�(ǀ����KƵƚƉƵƚ�Ăƚ�ϭ�ϲ�

ϭǆ�ϭϮǀ����^ŵŽŽƚŚĞĚ�KƵƚƉƵƚ�Ăƚ�Ϯ�

dŚŝƐ ŝƐ�ŽŶůǇ�Ă�ƐĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶĂůŽŐƵĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌƐ��&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨƵůů�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ƉůĞĂƐĞ ƐĞĞ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�Žƌ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ůŽĐĂů�'ĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ�ƐƚŽĐŬŝƐƚ�

dŚĞƐĞ ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚƐ ĂƌĞ ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ ĨƌŽŵ ǇŽƵƌ ůŽĐĂů ŵŽĚĞů ƐŚŽƉ� Žƌ� ŝŶ ĐĂƐĞ ŽĨ�ĚŝĸĐƵůƚǇ��ĚŝƌĞĐƚ ĨƌŽŵ ŽƵƌƐĞůǀĞƐ�

'ĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ �ŽŶƚƌŽůƐ >ƚĚ�� &ŽƌĚ�ZŽĂĚ� �ƌƵŶĚĞů� tĞƐƚ ^ƵƐƐĞǆ� �Eϭ% Ϭ�E� hŶŝƚĞĚ�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ � нϰϰ ;Ϭ+ ϭ,Ϭϯ %%ϰϯϮϭ � ŚĞůůŽΛŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ�ĐŽŵ� �ΘK��

www.gaugemaster.com

ΛŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ ΛŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌͺĐŽŶƚƌŽůƐΛŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ ΛŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌͺĐŽŶƚƌŽůƐ

^ŝŐŶ�ƵƉ�ŶŽǁ�ƚŽ�DĂŝŶ�>ŝŶĞƐ��ŽƵƌ�ǁĞĞŬůǇ�ŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌ���ĂĐŚ�ǁĞĞŬ�ǁĞ

ďƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵ�Ăůů�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌůĚ*Ɛ�ďŝŐŐĞƐƚ�

ŵŽĚĞů�ƌĂŝůǁĂǇ��ƐůŽƚ�ĐĂƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽĚĞů�Ŭŝƚ�ŵĂŶƵĨĂĐƚƵƌĞƌƐ��ŝŶƚĞƌƐƉĞƌƐĞĚ�

ǁŝƚŚ�ďƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ŶĞǁƐ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞĞŬ��^ŝŐŶ�ƵƉ�ƚŽĚĂǇ

ƚŽ�ĂǀŽŝĚ�ŵŝƐƐŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�

^ĐĂŶ�ƚŚĞ�YZ��ŽĚĞ�Žƌ�ǀŝƐŝƚ�

ŐĂƵŐĞŵĂƐƚĞƌ�ŝŶĨŽ�ƐŝŐŶ+ƵƉ

ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŐĞƫŶŐ�ŶĞǁƐ

ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŝŶďŽǆ�

/ƚ*Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞƌ�ǇŽƵ*ůů�ĞǀĞƌ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďƵǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ĂƌĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂĚĞ ŚĞƌĞ ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�<ŝŶŐĚŽŵ�

mailto:hello@gaugemaster.com
http://www.gaugemaster.com
http://gaugemaster.info/sign-up

