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Here’s why: Starting as 
a supplement in RAIL 
magazine, Model Rail went 
‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
follow modelling projects 
that you can complete 
without breaking the bank, 
inspirational photographs 
of the best model railways 
and thorough, unbiased 
reviews so you can make the 
most informed choices when 
spending your money. 
Don’t forget our own model 
ranges – see pages 108-111. 

Life’s better 

with Model Rail

Model Rail essential information
Q: Looking for an old feature but can’t remember 
which issue it was in? 
A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: Want to order one of our exclusive models?
A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
01209 705459.

Q: Want to order one of our bookazines?
A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
01858 438884.

Q: Have a problem or query about our digital 
magazines?
A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: Subscription issue not arrived?
A: Call our Subscriptions Department on 01858 438884.

While perusing the new Heljan ‘O’ gauge 

Class 31 (see page 96), my mind wandered off 

to happy childhood memories of the hourly 

Liverpool to Sheffield/Hull expresses 

thrashing past the edge of my school’s 

football field. The ‘31s’ became something of 

a personal favourite, with a good chunk of 

the ‘31/4’ sub-class underlined in my 1989 

Abc. The ‘31s’ were seen on plenty of freight 

duties around Warrington too, so a ‘Goyle’ 

in original Railfreight grey also conjures up 

a feeling of nostalgia.

As my thoughts meandered, I began to 

wonder where on earth the nickname ‘Goyle’ 

came from, having never really given it 

much thought. A quick Google search 

revealed that it was short for ‘Gargoyle’, 

which seems a little unfair. I’d call them 

‘distinctive’, rather than ugly!

What did get me wondering, however, was 

the issue of RTR locomotives and stock 

supplied without numbers. While Heljan has 

made it a regular policy to produce ‘O’ gauge 

traction without numbers, it has only been 

done sporadically in ‘OO’ and I can’t recall 

any instances in mass-market ‘N’ (though 

I may be wrong).

There’s usually plenty of chatter when 

manufacturers announce new batches of 

locomotives, regarding the choice of 

individual subjects. Let’s face it, most of us 

have preferred prototypes that we’d like to 

see on our layouts, to suit certain eras, 

regions or simply to rekindle personal 

memories. But are we prepared to put the 

labour into applying our own transfers?

Decal manufacturers can answer our 

prayers, with all manner of suitable numbers, 

Welcome

logos, data panels and other embellishments 

(official and otherwise), but removing 

existing, printed legends can be a daunting 

prospect for many, so starting with a clean 

slate obviously makes the task simpler. 

I recall with fondness those 1980s-era 

Hornby diesels that came with sets of 

rub-down numerals, but is this something 

that the current RTR market would support, 

across steam and modern traction? I’d be 

interested to hear your thoughts. 

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

Choosing the identity for your locomotives offers the 

chance to add custom embellishments, such as depot 

logos and maybe even a coat of arms! KEVIN FARROW

Subscribe now and 
get Model Rail for 
£3.90 per month!
Get your favourite mag 
for less! See p26.

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
by e-mail:
modelrail@bauermedia.
co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA

Or you can call us 
on 01733 395155

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail

Get in touch

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or 
any other subscription 
queries, please e-mail 
bauer@subscription.co.uk or 
call our UK number 
on 01858 438884.

l For overseas 
subscriptions, call  
+44 1858 438884.

l To manage your account 
online, visit www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on  
01858 438884.

l Overseas customers should 
call +44 1858 438884.

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

Our DCC 
specialist 
starts a 
new layout 

every year!

Chris Leigh

In his 65th year 
in the hobby, 
so he can 
claim to be 

experienced!
Chris 

Nevard
Peter 

Marriott

Dave 
Lowery

Paul A.

Lunn

Alex 

Spencer
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NewsOpening the box
The latest happenings from the world of model railways

6

The Big 
Picture
There’s nothing in 
the unwritten ‘rules’ 
of model railways 
that say your first 
layout has to be 
perfect, even if 
it’s an exhibition 
layout. In fact, for 
the majority of 
people there is 
always something 
to improve upon. 
For Ray Taylor and 
Anna Bass it was 
only when they 
exhibited another 
of their layouts, 
‘Ambleton Vale’, 
that they realised 
how they could 
improve on the 
experience for both 
themselves and 
viewers with their 
next layout. You can 
read about how 
they’ve achieved 
this and what they 
have created in an 
upcoming issue of 
Model Rail.
Photography: 
CHRIS NEVARD

6



The Big Picture
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CLASS 92 DECORATED SAMPLES ARRIVE
Early decorated samples of Accurascale’s 

forthcoming Class 92s have arrived for 

assessment. After a few gentle tweaks 

to the tooling, following the initial EPs, 

I
n lieu of the usual annual 

press event at Bachmann’s 

Barnwell HQ, Model Rail 

recently enjoyed an 

interesting video chat with 

communications manager 

Richard Proudman. Richard filled 

us in on current developments 

and outlined various challenges 

that the manufacturer has faced 

over the past 18 months. 

The first of the eagerly 

anticipated, all-new ‘OO’ gauge 

Class 20/0s are due in the UK this 

autumn, having been held up 

slightly owing to a shortage of the 

correct type of LEDs for the 

headcode panels. Progress on the 

special ‘OO’ Class 40, D213 

Andania, has also been revealed, 

with the tooling modified to 

portray the English Electric Type 4 

in preserved condition, complete 

with high-intensity headlights. 

Diesel-era fans will also be 

excited to see livery samples of 

the VEA vans, featuring original 

freight brown, Railfreight 

red/grey and Sectorisation 

colour schemes.

In ‘OO9’, images of the first 

engineering samples of the 

Quarry Hunslet locomotives have 

been shared. These diminutive 

locomotives feature die-cast 

boilers and running plates, 

accompanied by a wealth of 

separately fitted details including 

handrails, valves, springs, brake 

shoes and cab controls. The 

0-4-0T wheel formation is 

faithfully modelled, with 

authentically profiled wheels 

running in metal bearings 

ensuring smooth running. Power 

comes from a coreless motor 

with flywheel, while a six-pin 

decoder socket is provided. 

And while things have been 

quiet on the ‘N’ gauge front, 

N
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

BACHMANN
WORKSHOP 
UPDATE

Richard assured us that Bach-

mann’s support for the Farish range 

remains strong and that work has 

been going on behind the scenes 

on future 2mm scale projects. 

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

the model is shaping up nicely. 

Production is due to commence shortly 

and delivery is now anticipated to be in 

autumn 2022. If you fancy one of these 

‘Dysons’, you can still pre-order at the 

cheaper early bird prices before the end 

of the year.

Web: www.accurascale.co.uk 

00
GAUGE
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Accurascale and Irish Railway 

Models (IRM) are to produce 

models of the BR Mk 2b series 

of coaches. Built at Derby in 

1969, 111 vehicles were built for 

British Rail across three vehicle 

types: Tourist Second Open 

(TSO), Corridor First (FK) and 

Brake Corridor First (BFK). 

A further eight examples were 

built for Northern Ireland 

Railways for the Belfast-Dublin 

‘Enterprise’ service. 

Differing from earlier Mk 2s, 

the Mk 2b featured a longer 

body and wider, wraparound 

doors at each corner. Initially 

employed on the Western 

Region, the fleet eventually 

moved to other areas of the 

network and enjoyed varied 

careers, some even being 

converted for use with the Royal 

Train, while many others lasted 

into the privatisation era. 

Those built for service in 

Ireland differed from the BR 

fleet and NIR later bought and 

converted a number of further 

ex-BR Mk 2bs to bolster its fleet. 

Eight different vehicle types 

will be modelled, with both the 

BR and NIR versions having 

been painstakingly researched. 

Due in Q3 of 2022, the BR 

coaches will be sold individually, 

with three liveries on offer: blue/

grey, Network South East and 

BR Mk 2b FROM 
 ACCURASCALE AND IRM

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews

DAPOL SHRINKS THE JHA
With ‘OO’ versions 
recently hitting the 
shelves (see review on 
page 102), Dapol’s JHA 
hoppers will soon be 
available in ‘N’ gauge too. 
Built to coincide with the 
introduction of the Class 59s, 
they remain in service today. 
Dapol will produce both the 
original and later Foster 
Yeoman liveries with four 
different ‘outer’ and six ‘inner’ 
wagons to choose from.
Price: £39.95 each

In Brief

For many enthusiasts, the 

recent International N Gauge 

Show (TINGS) was their 

first taste of an indoor 

exhibition since early 2019 and, 

despite initial uncertainty, the 

event proved to be a 

resounding success. 

Held over the weekend of 

September 11-12 at the Warwick-

shire Event Centre, the show 

may have been smaller than in 

previous years, with attendance 

reported as 25% lower and 

fewer exhibitors were present, 

but visitors were treated to a 

great array of ‘N’ gauge layouts 

and plenty of trade support. 

Organisers had worked hard to 

ensure plenty of space for those 

attending and the venue’s new 

ventilation system was put to 

good use. Planning is already 

00
GAUGE

N
GAUGE

Transpennine liveries. Mean-

while, the NIR coaches will be 

sold in triple packs in original 

silver/grey and blue livery (with 

or without Intercity branding) 

and post-1987 Intercity livery.

Prices: BR Mk 2b £59.95 each; 

NIR Mk 2bs €199.99 (triple pack)

Availability: Pre-orders 

now being taken via stockists 

or direct.

Web: www.accurascale.co.uk 

www.irishrailwaymodels.com

TINGS ARE LOOKING UP

under way for next year’s show 

which will take place on 

September 10-11 2022, at the 

Warwickshire Event Centre.

‘B4’ AND ‘JINTY’ 
PROGRESS
Dapol has shared an 
engineering sample of the 
forthcoming LSWR ‘B4’ 
0‑4‑0T in ‘O’, as well as livery 
artwork for the various 
versions to be offered. Six 
versions will be produced 
initially, covering LSWR 
green, Southern lined black, 
BR early and late emblems, 
plus Southampton Docks 
brown and the preserved 
Normandy in plain black.

The next batch of the LMS 
Class 3F ‘Jinty’ is also 
progressing, with decorated 
samples on show. LMS, BR 
and Ulster Transport Authority 
liveries will be available and 
delivery to stockists is 
expected early next year.

Both the ‘B4’ and ‘Jinty’ 
will be available in DCC‑
ready, DCC‑fitted and 
DCC‑sound versions.
Web: www.dapol.co.uk

N
GAUGE

O
GAUGE
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Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews

Arriving just before we closed for 

press was a sample of Bachmann’s 

newly tooled LNER ‘V2’ 2-6-2. 

Look out for a full review in the 

next issue of Model Rail.

STOP PRESS!

HEAVY METAL SPECIAL
To mark the 60th anniversary of its entry into BR 

traffic, The Heavy Tractor Group has teamed up 

with Accurascale to produce a limited-edition 

model of Class 37 37714. 

Formerly 37024, the ‘Tractor’ was rebuilt as part 

of BR’s Heavy General Repair program in the late 

1980s, emerging as a ‘Heavyweight’ locomotive, 

thanks to the addition of extra ballast to improve 

tractive effort. Employed by various Railfreight 

sectors over the years, the ‘37’ was transferred to 

EWS upon privatization and sent to work in Spain 

for a few years. After arriving back home, ‘714 was 

acquired by Direct Rail Services and was used at 

the Daventry Rail Terminal as a ‘Super Shunter’, 

before being placed under the care of the Heavy 

Tractor Group (HTG) on a loan basis. This arrange-

ment was made permanent in 2017, when 37714 

was purchased by the HTG and it currently resides 

at the Great Central Railway.

Depicting 37714 in Railfreight Metals Sector 

livery and limited to just 504 pieces, the model 

will be available in both DCC-ready and sound-fit-

ted versions. Accurascale has surveyed the 

prototype as part of its comprehensive Class 37 

project, so expect the level of accuracy to be 

high. Furthermore, the sound-fitted version will 

even contain a sound file of the real 37714! A set 

of Cardiff Canton nameplates and depot plaques 

will be available separately. Delivery is expected 

in 2023. Orders can be placed direct with the 

Heavy Tractor Group.

Guide prices: DCC-ready £169.99, 

sound-fitted £259.99 

Web: www.heavytractorgroup.org

Email: htg37714@gmail.com

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

DAPOL WAGON REPORT
Dapol chose the Severn 
Valley Railway O Gauge 
Get Together to announce 
new variants of the BR 20t brake 
van, featuring rollerbearing 
axleboxes, air brake pipes and 
Oleo self-contained buffers. To 
match these detail variations, 
post-1970s livery options will be 
available, including 
Railfreight red/grey and 
‘Dutch’ grey/yellow.

Other tooling tweaks will 
involve a die-cast metal chassis 
employed for added weight and 
a compensation beam to 
improve running. Dapol is also 
considering offering interior 
light and sound options. More 
releases of early-period brake 
vans are also planned, catering 
for steam and diesel eras. 

Dapol has also been busy 
re-tooling the HAA hopper to 
allow the later canopied variants 
to be produced, while more 
original versions (with BR freight 
brown, red or blue cradles) will 
be available once again. 
Delivery of the brake vans and 
HAAs is expected in early 2022.
Web: www.dapol.co.uk

Rapido Trains UK has received 

the first engineering prototype 

samples of its upcoming 16in 

Hunslet 0-6-0ST. The samples 

are being checked for any 

problems before the model goes 

into production and plans are in 

hand to record digital sound files 

from one of the operational 

locomotives. Seven versions are 

being offered and they can be 

pre-ordered now from the  

Rapido Trains UK website.

Meanwhile, Rapido UK has 

completed the design work for 

the GWR ‘15XX’ but, owing to 

RAPIDO HUNSLET REACHES NEXT STEP 00
GAUGE

O
GAUGE

tooling costs, the project has 

halted temporarily. The model 

will still be produced, but other 

products with lower manufactur-

ing costs have taken precedence. 

Web: www.rapidotrains.co.uk
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Opening the box

HELJAN UPDATE
Heljan has shown pictures of its 

new ‘O’ gauge Class 26 which is at 

the pre-production sample stage. 

Changes have been made since the 

previous samples, including a 

corrected bufferbeam profile and 

sandbox design, finer mesh grilles 

and modified snowploughs. Heljan 

is expecting the model to be 

available in early 2022 and 

pre-ordering is strongly advised, as 

these are sure to be very popular.

Heljan has also shown off the 

first factory-decorated samples of 

its ‘O’ gauge Class 56. A few tweaks 

and improvements are required 

before they go into production and 

it has been revealed that the 

‘air-con’ grilles on the cab sides will 

be an optional etched part on the 

production models. Ten versions 

will be available from Heljan 

stockists with an eleventh offered 

exclusively from Tower Models. 

On the coaching stock front, 

Heljan has approved the livery 

artwork for the upcoming BR Mk 2s 

and the models are now available 

to order via Heljan stockists. 

Web: www.heljan.co.uk

REVISED DELIVERY DATES FOR GENESIS RANGE
The first batches of Hattons’ 

Genesis four and six-wheel 

coaches are now due into stock in 

March 2022. The GWR and SECR 

livery versions will arrive first, 

followed by LBSCR, GNR and 

LNWR in June. Finally, LMS, LNER, 

SR and BR Departmental versions 

are due in the UK in July 2022. 

Despite the delays, all prices have 

been frozen for the time being. 

Further batches of models are 

also due to follow in 2023.

Web: www.hattons.co.uk

O
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

Revolution Trains has received 

the first engineering samples of 

the TUA caustic soda tanks that 

are being produced for Rainbow 

Railways. A few areas of 

improvement have been 

identified and amendments are 

being made before the finer 

SODA TANK EP REVEALED
detail elements, such as rivet 

heads, are added to the moulds. 

The wagons are available to 

pre-order exclusively from 

Rainbow Railways.

Web: www.rainbowrailways.

co.uk

00
GAUGE

Narrow gauge specialists 

Dundas Models has recently 

purchased the Rodney 

Stenning range of ‘OO9’ 

Talyllyn and Corris Railway 

rolling stock kits. These 

high-quality injection-

moulded plastic kits were 

originally tooled by Parkside 

Dundas, so they’re an ideal fit 

for the Dundas range. 

DUNDAS DEVELOPMENTS
Furthermore, the Stenning 

range also includes a handful 

of whitemetal kits, 

representing Corris Railway 

rolling stock subjects and a 

body kit for the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Manning Wardle 

2-6-2Ts. A catalogue and price 

list is available to modellers 

free on request.

Web: www.dundasmodels.co.uk

009
GAUGE
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At the recent TINGS show, 

Revolution Trains announced 

two exciting – and very different 

– new ‘N’ gauge projects. 

Firstly, the London Under-

ground’s legendary 1938 stock 

is to be produced, marking the 

first time that Tube stock has 

been offered RTR in ‘N’. Over 

1,000 vehicles were built for the 

Bakerloo, Northern, Piccadilly 

and Central lines and, despite 

being designed primarily for 

‘deep’ tube lines, they also 

worked above ground, espe-

cially on the outer reaches of 

the Northern and Bakerloo lines. 

After being phased out of 

LU service in 1988, ten twin-car 

sets were repurposed for use 

on the Isle of Wight, where 

they were finally withdrawn 

this year and several sets have 

been preserved.

Revolution will be offering 

sets in original LT red, Network 

SouthEast and Island Line 

liveries and models will feature 

directional and interior lighting. 

Also in ‘N’ will be a range of 

‘K-type’ all-steel Pullman cars, 

which were synonymous with 

prestige workings on the LNER 

and GWR, as well as during the 

BR era. Some examples are still 

‘K-TYPE’ PULLMANS AND 1938 TUBE STOCK 
NEXT PROJECTS FOR REVOLUTION TRAINS N

GAUGE

in main line use today on the 

Venice Simplon Orient-Express.

Revolution Trains will be 

reproducing all five vehicle 

types built by Metropolitan 

Cammell, encompassing 

Kitchen and Parlour cars. 

Models will feature working 

interior lighting and table lamps 

and there’s hope that the four 

cars built in 1931 for the 

‘Bournemouth Belle’ will also 

be feasible subjects. 

WIN!
A COMPLETE 
SET OF BRITISH 
RAILWAYS 
LIVERY PAINTS
To mark the start of a new series on BR 

liveries (see page 70), we have a full set 

of 18 LifeColor acrylic paints to give 

away, thanks to The Airbrush Company. 

Worth over £50, the set includes all of 

the most important locomotive and 

rolling stock livery colours of the 

1948-1990 British Railways era, 

including Locomotive Green, Coaching 

Stock Maroon, Bauxite, Warning Panel 

Yellow, Rail Blue and Railfreight Grey. 

Made in Italy, these low-odour, 

water-based paints are great for 

applying by hand or airbrush and 

Model Rail’s George Dent was closely 

involved in their development.

Q: In what year were Britain’s 

railways nationalised?

A 1938 

B 1948 

C 1958

To enter, simply go to www.

model-rail.co.uk/

lifecolor-paints-giveaway and 

answer the following question…

Entries are open to UK residents 

only and the closing date is 

October 22. Good luck!

WORTH 
OVER

£50

The order books for both 

projects are due to open by the 

end of the year.

Web: www.revolutiontrains.com

H
U

G
H

 L
L

E
W

E
L

Y
N



Decorated examples shown may be subject to further adjustments. For further information visit our website: www.accurascale.co.uk

accurascale
www.accurascale.co.uk

1:76/4mm scale. OO gauge 

Available from Q4 2021 

Priced from £22.50 per wagon

Buy online or from your local stockist

Accurascale; all the detail, all the value

Introducing our brand-new range of MGR based coal 

hoppers in 4mm/OO gauge, featuring the classic HAA, 

hooded HBA, HCA, HDA with correct uprated brakes and 

suspension, MHA and more.

It would be rude to leave out the classic CDA for English 

China Clay workings and the MHA spoil wagons, right?  

We have you covered there too! 

With 23 different packs in the first run alone, there are  

over 80 different wagons available.

But how much are all these variants? Well, just £74.95 

per three pack. With our bundle deals it works out at just 

£22.50 per wagon. Suffice to say that our range, quality  

and value for money is peerless.

THE MERRY GO ROUND ñ POWERING BRITAIN 
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FORDHAMPTON KITS RANGE HAS 
BEEN EXTENDED

T
he range of Gaugemaster-

branded ‘Fordhampton’ 

plastic kits continues to 

grow, with a tempting 

array of industrial and commercial 

subjects now on offer. The cement 

works (GM446), chimney (GM449) 

and fuel oil tanks (GM447) will 

appeal to steam and modern image 

modellers, while the cute little 

model shop (GM431) is also a 

welcome addition. Each kit is 

produced by Faller, meaning that 

the quality of the mouldings is high. 

From their earliest days, 
Class 20s worked exten-
sively throughout Scotland. 
The Central Belt’s collieries 
and heavy industry kept 
pairs of ‘20s’ busy, while 
single examples could also 
be seen pottering about in 
more remote areas. Indeed, 
this book will help anyone 
contemplating a micro 
layout set north of the 
border, as it presents a wide 
range of Type 1 workings 
across the BR and privatisa-
tion eras. Image quality is 
variable, but most are useful, 
nonetheless.
Book: Class 20 Locomotives 
in Scotland, by Colin J. 
Howat (Amberley)
Price: £15.99
Web: www.amberley-books.
com

John Law takes us on a 
photographic journey around 
the main railway routes of the 
Capital, taking in former Great 
Northern and Great Eastern 
lines, plus those emanating 
from Euston, St Pancras, 
Marylebone, Paddington and 
the former Southern Region. 
The Underground lines also 
feature, with over 200 images 
portraying a highly eclectic 
range of locomotives and 
multiple units. This is a 
fascinating glimpse into the 
rail routes in and around 
London over the past 50 
years.
Book: London’s Railways 
since the 1970s, by John Law 
(Amberley)
Price: £15.99
Web: www.amberley-books.
com

Modeller’s Bookshelf
There’s a trio of photographic titles for diesel and electric fans this month, taking in London and 
Scottish operations. There’s also an excellent ‘vintage’ book on the Class 31s, which is essential 
for modellers of the BR era.

This landscape-format, 
all-colour compilation offers 
a fascinating visual overview 
of the Brush Type 2’s British 
Rail career. With a feast of 
green, blue and Railfreight 
grey examples illustrated, 
subjects range across a wide 
geographic area and a 
healthy mix of freight, 
parcels and passenger 
workings. Every image is of 
the highest standard and 
there’s certainly plenty of 
inspiration for modellers, 
especially those who have 
just treated themselves to a 
new Heljan ’31’. Available 
from second-hand dealers.
Book: The 30s and 31s, 
Compiled by Peter J. 
Robinson (Ian Allan, 1991)
Price: around £8.00 
(second-hand)

GET BRASSED OFF 

WITH MODELU
This excellent new figure set 

features a brass band quintet, 

plus a conductor. The all-male 

ensemble includes trombone, 

tuba, cornet, trumpet and 

euphonium, with each player 

presented in lifelike poses. 

Perfect for a bandstand scene 

and available in virtually any 

scale from ‘N’ upwards.

Price: From £23.00

Availability: Modelu

Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

ON THE BOAR PATH
This fun figure set from 

Busch features a mischievous 

wild boar stealing a skinny 

dipper’s bag of clothing. 

A pair of lilos is also included.

Price: £13.99

Availability: Busch stockists or 

Golden Valley Hobbies

Web: www.goldenvalleyhobbies.

com

There are also packs of ready-to-

plant trees to choose from, in a 

variety of shapes and sizes.

Availability: Gaugemaster 

stockists or www.gaugemaster 

retail.com

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE



News Extra sponsored by

17www.model-rail.co.uk

LIFECOLOR ENGINES PAINT SET

This latest pack of ‘Perfect Metal’ 
acrylic paints from LifeColor provides 
half a dozen essential metallic colours 
for finishing engines and other 
mechanical components. From Cast Iron 
to Weathered Steel and Darkened 
Copper to Cast Iron, these paints have 
plenty of potential for railway modellers. 
With no odour, they’re easy to apply by 
brush or can be sprayed through an 
airbrush after thinning with LifeColor’s 
own thinners or water. Each colour is also 
available separately.
Price: £17.99 (or £2.95 per 22ml jar)
Availability: The Airbrush Company
Tel: 01903 767800
Web: www.airbrushes.com

MAGNETIC CLAMPS

These super-powerful precision 
corner clamps from Hobby Trax 
feature neodymium rare earth 
magnets and are available in 30mm, 
40mm and 50mm sizes. Designed with 
an integral base to help alignment and 
clamping on a flat surface, they’re a 
useful addition to any modeller’s 
toolbox. Available as individual pairs, 
they’re ideal for use on plastic, 
wood and card kits, with ample space 
in the corner to avoid interfering with 
the glue joint.
Price: From £6.99 per clamp
Availability: Hobby Trax
Tel: 03450 654472
Web: www.hobbytrax.co.uk

LOCO GO!

This aerosol-based fluid offers an 
effective way of cleaning grime 
from wheels and power collecting 
pick-ups on locomotives and rolling 
stock. Safe with plastics (but best kept 
away from painted surfaces), it’s great 
for reaching into awkward areas thanks 
to the precision applicator supplied, 
although I found it best to decant the 
fluid into a jar and apply with a clean 
micro brush or swab. Perfect for 
removing paint and grease after 
weathering and servicing locomotives.
Price: £6.99
Availability: Hobby Trax
Tel: 0345 0654472
Web: www.hobbytrax.co.uk

On the Workbench

George Dent looks at the new products to land on his workbench this month

ANY
GAUGE

ANY
GAUGE

ANY
GAUGE

Osborn’s Models has produced a 

full array of figures and building 

kits for a typical county cricket 

scene. Two sets of players, in 

various poses, plus umpires, a 

pavilion and scoreboards are 

available. The figures are offered 

in painted or unpainted form, so 

you can recreate your own 

favourite team’s colours.

Price: From £14.99

Availability: Osborn’s Models

Tel: 01237 423453

Web: www.osbornsmodels.com

HOWZAT FOR A SCENE?
14-PIN 

TERMINAL BLOCK
We’ve all had to do it at some 

point: linking several common 

wires together into a single 

screw terminal. It often leads to 

intermittent faults and looks 

untidy. This new 14-pin single 

polarity terminal block is the 

answer to that problem. 

Featuring a common twin input 

connection, plus 12 common 

outputs, this UK-made 45mm by 

28mm block will help to keep 

your wiring tidy and everything 

working correctly.

Product: BCL Single polarity 

14-way Connector

Price: £1.90 each

Availability: www.bclstore.co.uk

N
GAUGE

ANY
GAUGE



Opening the box

18 Model Rail 292 October 2021

…and finally
Unusual scenes 
captured by 
the lens 

of Chris Nevard… 
Back before huge 
wide loads caused 
hours of misery on 
motorways, the 
railways would 
perform the task. 
This would often 
happen at weekends 
on a temporarily 
closed line, a full 
survey taking place 
in advance to see if 
any structures 
needed moving. 
On this occasion a 

giant ukulele is 
passing through 
Polbrook Gurney 
Colliery. Steady go it! 

(ALL SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT 

GUIDANCE ON COVID-19)

October 2

SUTTON COLDFIELD, BIRMINGHAM. 

Sutton Coldfield Railway Society, Spe-

cial Model Railway Exhibition, Trinity 

Centre, Church Hill, Mill Street, Sutton 

Coldfield B72 1TF. Time: 1000-1630. 

Admission: Adults £4, Concessions 

£4. Web: www.scrs.club

October 3

IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. Stowmar-

ket Railway Club Toy and Train 

Fair, School St, Needham Market, 

Ipswich IP6 8BB. Time: 1030-1600. 

Admission: £3 Adults, Accompanied 

Children admitted free. Web: www.

stowrailclub.org.uk/Toyfair.htm

October 9

CRADLEY HEATH, W. MIDLANDS. 

Ormiston Forge Academy, Wrights 

Lane, Cradley Heath, W. Midlands B65 

6QU. Time: 1000-1630. Admission: 

Adult £5, Child £2.50, Family £11. 

Email: chmrc@hotmail.co.uk 

October 9-10

DUNDEE. DUNDEE MRC MRE 

CANCELLED

ALDERSHOT. Farnham and District 

MRC 46th Annual Exhibition. Alder-

wood Leisure Centre, Tongham Road, 

Aldershot, GU12 4AS. Times: Sat 

1000-1700, Sun 1000-1630. Admis-

sion: Adults £6, Children £2, Family 

£15. Web: www.farnhammrc.org.uk

October 16-17

UCKFIELD, EAST SUSSEX. Uckfield 

Model Railway Club Model Railway 

Exhibition, Uckfield Civic Centre, Civic 

Approach, Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 

1AE. Time: 1000-1700 both days. 

Admission: Adult £7, Accompanied 

EXHIBITION DIARY – OCTOBER–NOVEMBER 2021

Children free. Tel: 01903 745759. 

Email: adrianmc@uckfieldmrc.co.uk 

Web: www.uckfieldmrc.co.uk

CORBY, NORTHANTS. Corby and 

District Model Railway Society Exhi-

bition, SS. Peter & Anthony Church, 

Beanfield Avenue, Corby NN18 0EH. 

Time: 1000-1700 (Sat), 1100-1600 (Sun). 

Admission: Adults £4.00, Seniors £3.00, 

Child £2.00, Family £10.00. 

October 23

ICKENHAM, UXBRIDGE. Ickenham 

Model Railway Show, Ickenham Village 

Hall, UB10 8DG. Time: 1000-1630. 

Admission: Adults £2.50, Children 

£1, Family £5. Tel: 01895 676282. 

Web: www.idsme.co.uk

October 23-24

CAISTOR, LINCS. CaistoRail Model 

Railway Show, Caistor Town Hall, High 

Street, Caistor, Lincolnshire LN7 6TX. 

Times: Sat 1000-1700, Sun: 1000-1630. 

Admission: Adults £3, Children under 

15 and Seniors £2.50, Family £7.50. 

Email: mikephill362@gmail.com

October 30

CASTLE BROMWICH. Birmingham 

Model Railway Club Annual Exhibition, 

Arden Hall, Water Orton Road, Castle 

Bromwich, B36 9PB. Time: 1000-1600. 

Admission: Adult £5, Concession £4, 

Child free (with adult). Tel. 07766 923361

BRACKNELL, BERKSHIRE. Bracknell 

Railway Society Exhibition, Jennets 

Park Community Centre, 1 Tawny Owl 

Square, Sparrowhawk Way, Bracknell 

Berks RG12 8EB. Time: 1030-1630. 

Admission: Adult £5, Child £2.50, Fam-

ily (2+3) £10. Website: www.bracknell 

railwaysociety.co.uk.gridhosted.co.uk/

exhibition/

EXETER GARDEN RAILWAY SHOW 

CANCELLED

TRIMLEY ST MARY, FELIXSTOWE. 

Felixstowe Area Group - ‘N’ Gauge 

Group Open Day. The Welcome Hall, 

High Road, Trimley St Mary IP11 0NT. 

Time: 1100-1600, Admission: Free. 

Web: www.felixstowengauge.org.uk

October 30-31

DYCE, ABERDEEN. Aberdeen MRC 

Model Railway Exhibition, Aberdeen 

Airport Dyce Hotel, Sure Hotel 

Collection by Best Western, Farburn 

Terrace, Dyce, Aberdeen AB21 7DW. 

Times: Sat 1000-1700, Sun 1000-1600. 

Admission: Adult £6; Children £3; 

Students £5; Family (2+3) £15; under 

threes – free. Web: www.facebook.

com/AberdeenModelRailwayClub

GLASGOW. Cathcart Model Railway 

Exhibition (organiser: Clydeside MRC), 

Pollokshaws Burgh Hall, 2025 Pollok-

shaws Rd, Glasgow. G43 1NE. Times: 

Sat 1000-1700, Sun 1000-1600. Admis-

sion: Adult £5, Concession £4.50, Child 

£2.50, Family (2+2) £13. Web: www.

clydesidemrc.com/cathcart-exhibition

HATHERLEY, CHELTENHAM. Chelten-

ham Great Western Modellers Group, 

Autumn Model Railway Exhibition,  

St Margarets Hall, Coniston Road,  

Windermere Road, Hatherley,  

Cheltenham, Glos. GL51 3NU.  

Times: Sat 1000-1700; Sun 1000-1630.  

Admission: Adults £5, Children £2.50, 

Family (2+2) £10. Tel: 01242 517788.  

Web: www.cheltmodrail.org.uk

November 6-7

ELGIN, MORAY. Elgin Model Fair, Elgin 

Model Railway Club, Elgin Town Hall, 

Elgin, Moray, IV30 1UL, Scotland. Time: 

Sat 1000-1700, Sun 1000-1600. Admis-

sion: Adults £6, Seniors £5, Children £4, 

Family (max 2+2) £15, Children under 

five free. Disabled access. Contact: 

enquiries@elginmodelrailwayclub.co.uk

NORTHFLEET, KENT. The Graves-

end Model Railway Show, Northfleet 

School for Girls, Hall Road, Northfleet, 

Kent DA11 8AQ. Times: Sat: 1000-1700, 

Sun: 1000-1600. Admission: Standard 

Rate £5, Accompanied children under 

16 free. Tel: 01322 370148.  

Web: www.gres.org.uk

November 13-14

TOLWORTH, SURREY. Tolworth 

Showtrain 2021, Tolworth Recreation 

Centre, Fullers Way North Tolworth 

Surrey KT6 7LQ. Times: Sat 1000-1730, 

Sun 1000-1700. Admission: £7,  

Child £3, Family (2 adult and 2 child) 

£15. Special Sunday Deal: One child 

admitted free with every paying adult.  

Tel: 020 8949 3413.  

Web: www.tolworthshowtrain.co.uk

November 20

BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN. 

Barry and Penarth MRC Exhibition 

Day, Highlight Park Community 

Centre, (next to Tesco), Stirling Road, 

Highlight Park, Barry, Vale of Glam-

organ CF62 8NX. Time: 1030-1630. 

Admission: Adults £3.50, Children 

£2.00 (5-16 year olds) Under-fives free. 

Email: bmd6753@yahoo.co.uk  

Tel: 07900 857719  

Web: https://bpmrc.club 

PORTSMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.  

Portsmouth Model Railway  

Exhibition, Presented by the  

South Hants Model Railway Club  

at The Admiral Lord Nelson School, 

Dundas Lane (near Ocean Park),  

Portsmouth PO3 5XT.  

Time: 1030-1630.  

Admission: Adults £6, Accompanied 

Children free. Free car parking.  

Tel: 01329 847989 

Email: secretary@shmrc.org.uk  

Web: www.shmrc.org.uk  
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The place to share your projects with the Model Rail community.

I hope that this account of siting two layouts 

(‘OO’ and ‘N’) in a limited space may be of 

interest to your readers.

As a child I had a Tri-ang ‘OO’ gauge layout 

which I packed away into two boxes at the 

age of 14. These then lived in a succession of 

loft spaces, contents untouched, for the next 

53 years. Following retirement and in a new 

house I was sorting through loft items, and 

opening the boxes was like unlocking a time 

capsule – quite fascinating. I then pondered 

rebuilding a layout as a winter hobby, my 

predominant interest being in modelling 

rather than operating. However, fondly 

remembered rolling stock was revealed as a 

disappointment compared to modern 

production standards and those wonderful 

model kits that I remembered now displayed 

my construction faults and garish colouring. 

I promptly sold the Tri-ang models to a 

collector, retained unopened Airfix kits, 

together with those models that could be 

refurbished, and began again.

There were a number of criteria to 

consider. The available space in my ‘den’ was 

limited and although my main interest, as in 

childhood, was ‘OO’ modelling, I had 

developed a curiosity for modelling in 

‘N’ gauge, a luxury that I could now afford. 

I also wanted rolling stock on either layout to 

run continuously in loops, rather than in 

restricted dioramas. So far as ‘OO’ was 

concerned, I warmed to an idea of recreating 

nostalgic cameos remembered from life, such 

as childhood shops, the site of my first job, my 

Maintaining the suspense

I’ve recently been working on several 

Wills bridges for my layout. All go over 

the railway, two and a bit arches take the 

road over at Peak Forest station, three 

arches take a footpath and an elevated 

pipe on Upper End bridge, and a single 

arch is all that is needed for Buxton Road 

bridge at Great Rocks Junction. It adds 

some height and visual interest to the 

scene as I’ve not seen bridges with pipes 

on them too often!

Richard Williams

Pipe dream

Show & Tell

first property and a spirit of the much loved 

SW Somerset where I had lived and worked.

The available space was in an ‘L’ shape, 3.15m 

long and 0.95m at its widest point. I decided to 

suspend the ‘N’ gauge loops from the ceiling, 

below eye level, with the ‘OO’ layout below. The 

suspended baseboard is of open construction 

in 12mm plywood slung from ceiling battens by 

fine curb chain, giving the effect of a suspen-

sion bridge. The open construction permits 

light to the layout below and lamps mounted 

on the underside provide further illumination. 

There are two parallel loops and the theme is 

I’m enjoying this month’s copy of Model Rail  

– as always – and thought I’d send you a few 

pictures of my layout, ‘Brockholme TMD’.

I started Brockholme during the first 

lockdown after a gap of many years 

modelling while in the RAF and running 

Heritage Painting. Owing to my retirement 

on health grounds, the layout became a 

great source of therapy for me while 

Modelling therapy

‘modern continental’. Turnouts and locomo-

tives are under analogue control. Below, the 

‘OO’ loops occupy the widest point of the ‘L’ 

shape (1.59 by 0.95m) and each end runs in a 

tunnel beneath a hill to offer some disguise for 

the tight curves (R1 and R2). All locomotives are 

under DCC control and the buildings and street 

lamps have LED lighting. The period depicted is 

broad, spanning the first 80 years of the 20th 

Century. This is, of course, a complete fantasy, 

but it enables an interesting variety of period 

rolling stock to operate at different times.

Frank Taylor

I managed my chronic conditions. It’s by 

no means finished but I’ve certainly 

enjoyed the process so far. I’ve also used the 

last couple of months to build a two-track 

main line programming board that’s great 

for photos, and a practice piece of a 

waterfall diorama, that was still drying as I 

write this!

Ian Hewitt



20 Model Rail 292 October 2021

Opening the box

George Dent’s layout has been neglected in the past 
few months, but work has restarted following a few 
tweaks to the track plan.

Staff Show & Tell

Lisburn Lane progress

 M
uch of my recent modelling efforts 

have been directed towards building a 

depot diorama for last month’s issue, 

plus the modified Windhoff MPV in this 

month’s Masterclass (page 40). My ‘Lisburn Lane’ 

project, therefore, has had to take a back seat. 

However, further progress has been made on the 

road overbridge, created using parts from a Wills 

three-arch viaduct kit (MR290). Having added some 

extra details, as outlined below, the painting and 

weathering stage is now in progress. Achieving the 

right colouring to the stone is taking a little time, as 

I’m not yet happy with the appearance.

An important development has taken place 

regarding the track plan, which has been altered 

slightly. I mentioned a few months ago about how 

I like to leave the tracks laid out on the baseboards 

for a time, allowing me to muse on whether or not 

I’ve got things right before committing myself. Well, 

this approach has proved useful, helping me to 

realise that the goods siding would benefit from 

continuing under the bridge’s second arch, passing 

off-scene to run into the left-hand fiddleyard. 

Furthermore, this means that the stone goods 

shed that was originally due for inclusion is now 

unsuitable. Happily, I had a smaller timber-style shed 

in store, reclaimed from another previous layout, 

which should prove a perfect substitute.

The lack of moulded relief on the inside edge of 
the Wills bridge arches was bugging me, so 
I decided to remedy the situation by cutting 
shallow slots between each stone, using the 
moulded courses on the outer faces as a guide. 
A razor saw was employed.

After sweeping away the loose debris with 
an old toothbrush, the courses were cleaned 
up with liquid poly cement, applied with a 
fine brush. This is a useful means of tidying 
plastic surfaces and imparting a degree of 
surface texture.

1 2

The gaps between the two arch sections were 
in-filled with offcuts of embossed and plain 
plastic card – just whatever material I had to 
hand. The gap in the roadway was also 
plugged with spare plastic sheet, reinforced 
from below with more plastic.

3

STEP
BY

STEP

AFTER: The dead-end goods 

siding is now due to continue 

off-scene, making use of the 

bridge’s second arch. A smaller 

goods shed will now stand in 

the yard, and its proportions 

are more sympathetic to the 

overall composition.

BEFORE: I’d originally planned 

to include this modified 

Skaledale building as a goods 

shed, reclaimed from the 

original ‘Lisburn Lane’, but it 

didn’t seem to sit as well within 

this revised layout plan.
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Having decided on the shape and size of the 
buttress wall overlays, the tapered angle was 
marked out using an adjustable set square. 
This handy tool allows the same angle to be 
marked out – in reverse – on the other side, 
simply by flipping the tool over.

The buttresses were cut from Wills Coarse 
Stone embossed sheets, which are a good 
match to the stonework of the bridge. A thick 
plastic cement is required to fix them in place 
onto the uneven stonework beneath, 
clamping until the glue sets.

Strengthening plates were created from thin 
(15thou’) styrene sheet, cut into discs with a 
compass cutting tool. It takes many rotations 
for the blade to make its way through the 
plastic and leave a clean cut. Rushing will push 
the blade off course. 

The washer, nut and tail end of the bolt were 
created using a set of hex and disc punch 
tools from RP Toolz (www.scalemodelshop.
co.uk). These tools may seem like a luxury 
but, if you enjoy scratchbuilding, the 
investment will prove worthwhile.

4

7

5

8

The wing walls and parapets were also cut 
from the Wills Coarse Stone sheets. Gaps were 
filled with solvent-based plastic putty, applied 
with a cocktail stick. Cellulose thinner was 
stippled onto the surface to blend the wet 
putty into the mortar courses.

After fixing the large disc plates in position 
with thick poly cement, the washer, hex nut 
and round tail of the bolt were applied in 
turn, using thin liquid poly to secure them 
neatly. The bridge was now ready for 
priming and painting.

6

9
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When I moved in to my first home with my 

partner a couple of years ago, we had the same 

visions as everybody else does when they 

move, about what we wanted to change and 

how we would want it to look. I saw that there 

was huge potential for a model railway, as the 

house came with a couple of rooms that would 

be spare – for the time being. 

I decided that one of these rooms would be 

perfect for my first ‘permanent’ layout and my 

partner very graciously allowed me to almost 

fill one of the rooms with baseboards, on the 

condition, she said, that I would be able to take 

the layout out of that room once it was needed. 

‘No problem’, I thought, as that was my 

intention anyway. 

Fast forward a year to the first lockdown and 

we’d decided to renovate the garden. I could 

finally put my plan into action – a dedicated 

railway room/workshop. My partner was also 

very enthusiastic about this and I’m still 

unsure if that’s because the spare room will 

become free for her craft materials or 

because she’s looking forward to the 

prospect of me not being in the house for 

extended periods of time! 

I spent a lot of time talking to my next door 

neighbour who was planning on building a 

similar sort of thing and, crucially,  also spent 

time making sure what I intended to build 

would avoid the need for planning permission. 

Building sheds
Chris Gadsby

After the poor delivery driver had weaved his 
40ton lorry down the winding roads to our 
village to deliver the cabin, it took three of us 
two and a half hours to carry everything down 
the side of the house and lay it out in the back 
garden ready for building the next day.

The logs have an interlocking system you can 
see here. Use a rubber mallet to help get every 
log situated correctly and make sure you leave 
room for expansion around the door frame. 
A big thank you to my dad (pictured) for his 
help with the build!

1 2

Adding the roof boards was easily the most 
tedious part of the build at this point as each 
board needed seven or eight nails to fix it in 
place, and there were almost 60 boards! 
Thankfully the weather held for us and 
we were able to get them all on in the dry.

4

STEP
BY

STEP

The view from inside the cabin. I still have 
the insulation and floorboard to fit at this 
point, which is what I’m working on now! 
I’m already starting to picture trains running 
around the outer edges of the cabin while 
I sit and work at my desk.

Fitting the roof was definitely a two person 
job, especially getting it up there in the first 
place! You need a dry day to do this and it 
does take a while to do the frame, insulation, 
OSB boards and roof, but the cabin is now 
completely watertight!

5 6

You can, of course, go for a bigger room and 

obtain the necessary paperwork, but that comes 

with additional costs. 

After considering a range of options, 

including building the thing from scratch myself, 

I instead opted for a log cabin from Tuin (www.

tuin.co.uk). These cabins are great for anybody 

who wants to build a room fairly quickly, as all of 

the logs come pre-cut, with grooves and slots 

done for you so that all you have to do is 

assemble it. 

Here the cabin walls are completed and the 
roof rafters are in place ready for the roof 
boards to be added. It took us a few hours to 
get to this stage as I had laid everything out 
the night before, meaning we could just get 
the right piece without searching for it.

3

My dad and I were able to build the walls and 

install the doors, windows and roof boards in a 

day, and now all that is left for me to do is finish 

the flooring and roof before asking my 

neighbour very nicely if he will install the 

electrics for me.

I was hoping to have the cabin completed 

before this issue went to press, but time and the 

weather were not on my side. I’ll provide an 

update once everything is completed and the 

trains are running!



Probably the most detailed 1:76 scale model bus... ever!      

Hunslets are coming!

O�Designed using works drawings

O�Smooth & powerful mechanism

O�Stunning detail

RRP

£129.95

DCC Sound

£229.95

from www.rapidotrains.co.uk or your local Rapido Trains UK stockist

Laser-scanned for accuracy      Working lights and steering            
Beautifully decorated          20 to choose from

Place your order today
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RRP

£54.95

WMPTE Fleetlines
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DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the 

fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby�

As the �rst new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK. 
DIGITRAINS now has over 16 years experience to share. 

Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 
through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 
free advice, a decoder installation service, a huge range of sound

�les and the best DCC 'test drive' facility around. 
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et’s talk money. I’ll be quite 

frank. It’s not something 

I usually discuss, but in 

post-pandemic, post-Brexit 

Britain, money is certainly an issue for 

many – probably most – people. 

I’ve seen our hobby described as 

‘expensive’, or ‘becoming expensive’ even 

by my friends and colleagues. If you believe what you 

read on social media and forums, a large percentage of 

modellers also use the same terms. There was, for 

instance, lots of comment regarding a recently 

announced, limited-run box van. “£35 for a four-wheel 

wagon!” exclaimed one post.

My view has always been that any hobby is as 

expensive as you choose to make it. Other four-wheel 

wagons are available for less – good second-hand ones 

for less still. Golf is an expensive hobby if you use the 

top golf courses and buy the best clubs and kit. The same 

goes for any hobby, though at the top end, some can 

certainly be more expensive than others. That’s why I’m 

into railway modelling and not classic fast cars!

It is also true to say that non-modellers 

(and that’s the majority of people) don’t 

have any grasp of what’s involved in 

building or moving a model railway. That 

was brought home to me recently with 

the project to move my ‘O’ gauge 

‘Railway Children’ layout to the Keighley 

& Worth Valley Railway. It has been 

moved in the past, twice to Model Rail Live 

shows. Both times it was moved by Model 

Rail staff in rented vans. It also went, on 

one occasion, for a weekend display at 

Butlin’s Skegness, when I moved it 

single-handed and drove the rental van. 

However, when entrusted to a 

commercial courier firm, one soon learns 

how non-modelling folk fail to grasp the 

realities, despite repeated instructions. 

‘Cannot be stacked’ does not, for instance, 

mean that the baseboards can be stood on 

end and strapped to the van sides like the 

various items of furniture, including a sofa, that are 

already in the van!

But, to return to the subject of money, such exercises 

inevitably mean that the question of value arises. “What 

if it gets damaged?” 

“Who is liable, and for how much?” If a layout goes to 

any exhibition, the exhibit booking 

form invariably asks for a 

valuation of the exhibit. It is not 

difficult to tot up a valuation for 

locomotives and stock, though it 

will usually be a lot higher than 

either party expects. But just how 

does one value a layout?

Two of my colleagues build 

layouts on a commission basis 

from time to time. They build 

what the customer wants and 

charge accordingly. Such 

negotiations would be a commercial confidentiality, so 

I won’t ask what they charge. However, they are building 

to a specification provided by the customer. They are 

building what the customer wants and what he or she is 

willing to pay for. That is very different from valuing a 

layout which one has built for one’s own enjoyment and 

on which one has been willing to lavish infinite amounts 

of time to realise one’s vision. 

How would I value ‘The Railway Children’? It comes 

with two locomotives, three carriages and a 

Gaugemaster controller. 

It’s easy enough to put a replacement value on those, 

but that’s where it ends. What would I charge to build it 

again as a commercial project? There isn’t a huge cost in 

materials – timber, plywood, expanded 

polystyrene, Peco track, scenic materials. 

You would probably get change out of 

£250. You could start by offering me 

£10,000, but the truth is I’m not sure 

I would even be tempted by that. Most of 

what went into it was time. I never kept a 

log of how much time I spent spreading 

DAS clay onto the shells of buildings 

and scribing on stonework, or 

individually slating the station roof – 

twice because the first lot warped. So, for 

£10,000 or £20,000 I’m simply not sure 

I could be tempted to do it again at any 

price. Been there, got the T-shirt, worn 

the T-shirt out.

Nevertheless, I would like it to find a 

good home, where it can be viewed and 

enjoyed by modelling and non-

modelling folk. The Bentley Model 

Railway Group in Chippenham found a 

home for my ‘Black Dog Halt’ layout in a local museum. 

I was lucky. I suspect that for most people, however 

much they value their own layout, it won’t survive their 

passing and I doubt that my ‘HO’ layout will, either. 

I’ve seen attempts to establish model museums to 

safeguard layouts ever since I started in this business in 

1963. Then, E.T. Rawlins was building a layout based on 

the Wye Valley Railway and it was featured in Model 

Railway Constructor. He had ideas of establishing it in a 

museum. I don’t think he ever succeeded. Since then 

repeated attempts to establish permanent homes for 

well-known, top-notch model railways seem to have 

always gone the same way as their builders. Is there a 

point at which what is ‘priceless’ to us simply becomes 

‘valueless’ to others?

L

Modelling Diary: Chris Leigh 
Now I’m re-assembling ‘The Railway Children’ so I can 
test-run a Dapol railcar.

Opinion

According 
to Chris...

Chris’ view is that 
modelling – like 
any hobby – is as 
expensive as you 
choose to make it. 

 You could 
start by offering 
me £10,000 
to build 
‘The Railway 
Children’ again, 
but the truth is 
I’m not sure 
I would even be 
tempted by 
that 

You might not be able to see 

Chris Leigh’s ‘Oakworth: The 

Railway Children’ in Yorkshire 

yet but you can read about it 

in Great British Model Railways, 

out now, priced £5.99.
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‛OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LATCHMERE

1

A sense of

connection
Peter Burnage had already built two layouts of his childhood stomping 

ground before this one. We wouldn’t bet on the third version being his last…
Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard

What 

makes this 

layout gre
at?

Sometimes layouts just click 

with you the very moment you 

set eyes on them and this is the 

situation with ‘Latchmere’. It’s busy, 

but not overly so, and you could 

just sit there and admire trains 

circling you in all directions 

for hours on end. 

“

”
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4

2

erial layout builders are walking among 

us all the time and we probably all know 

one. They’re the people who are working 

on a layout and then when you speak to 

them three months later they are working on 

another, and so on and so on. Peter Burnage has 

built a few layouts, but what separates him from the 

majority of serial layout builders is that rather than 

building models of loads of places around the 

country, he is now on the third iteration of a location 

close to his heart. 

“I’d like to think that this is the last version,” 

Peter jokes as he chats to us from inside his 

purpose-built portable building. “But you never 

know what’s around the corner!”

Peter’s layout ‘Latchmere’ loops around the edge 

of the interior of the 20ft by 10ft cabin and depicts 

the Network SouthEast era in the Wimbledon area. 

“If you were to take away Clapham Junction, 

that’s about where ‘Latchmere’ would be. I lived in 

the Kingston area as a child and would frequently 

S
3
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The lattice footbridge has been scratchbuilt and is 
based on one near Wimbledon.

The station footbridge is predominantly 
scratchbuilt but Peter has used a few Hornby 
concrete stairs to get the right angles and height. 

As a Dr Who fan, Peter has a Tardis, a few stone 
angels and some ‘Bad Wolf’ graffiti at ‘Latchmere’.

1

2

3

things we like3
“I would like to think this 

is the last version, but you 
never know what’s around 

the corner”
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get the trains I’ve modelled to go and see my 

friends. It’s been the only place I’ve ever felt a real 

connection to in terms of the railways, so it was 

natural that I kept returning to the area with my 

layouts! It’s not been as easy as taking it down from 

one place and putting it up again at the other, 

though, as each one is a bit different owing to the 

space that I had available at each house. This version 

is slightly thinner than version one, which was in a 

loft, so I haven’t been able to have as many scenic 

sidings as I’d have liked, and had to get inventive.”

They’re not quite finished yet, but Peter’s hidden 

sidings surface within the long depot shed and the 

gradient is invisible on the scenic section – a very 

clever piece of design. It needed to be, as Peter was 

insistent on having space for 12-car units. 

“My view was that if I was going to spend a lot of 

money on the layout I wanted it to look as realistic 

6

5
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as possible and I’ve tried my best with the stock and 

the track to do this. That being said, the track design 

is completely made up! There are a few indicators of 

real-world locations. The flyover, for example, is 

similar to the one at Wimbledon because I wanted a 

way to get from the Down lines to the Up lines 

without an unrealistic junction. I’ve also added a 

third rail, a necessity for this location, and that was 

a nightmare, definitely the most difficult part of the 

layout trying to get each insulator pot into the right 

place with the rail threaded through. At times I was 

wondering why I was putting myself through the 

ordeal, but now it’s finished it looks so good!”

With a layout of this size, many people would opt 

for DCC, but for several reasons Peter decided that 

this wasn’t the road he wanted to go down. 

“Predominantly this is down to the cost, I’ve got 

so many models that fitting chips to all of them 

“At times I was wondering why 
I was putting myself through the 

ordeal, but now it’s finished it 
looks so good!”

7

8

9
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would just prove to be too expensive. One of the big 

draws to DCC is the sound that you can add in but 

I’ve found at exhibitions that it just gets on my nerves 

after a while. I prefer the natural noises so have left 

larger than normal gaps between some of the rails to 

get the desirable ‘clickety-clack’ of the model over the 

rails. It also helps with any expansion, or at least 

that’s what I tell people!”

As well as too many models, some of Peter’s 

stock simply won’t take a DCC chip, as they’re more 

than 30 years old and have been built either from kits 

or from scratch. 

“When I first started there weren’t any southern 

multiple units on offer from the manufacturers so 

I had to make my own, and even when ones did start 

coming out there were things wrong with them so 

you had to add extra detailing parts yourself. One 

that jumps out to me was my first model of a Gatwick 

Express luggage van, where I made the front from a 

Kellogg’s cornflakes box!”

10
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Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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9
ft

 6
in

19ft 6in

12

If I’m not working on ‘Latchmere’, 

I make music, both writing and 

producing, on my laptop. And 

when the weather is favourable 

I enjoy getting on to the water with 

my paddleboard.

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Time to build: One year

Size: 19ft 6in by 9ft 6in

Track: Peco Code 100

Power and control: DC Gaugemaster four-track 
controller

FACTFILE: ‘LATCHMERE’ MODELLER CV:  
PETER BURNAGE

DOWN AND DIRTY
The golden age of the railways had long gone by the 

time Peter started riding on the rails, and he’s replicated 

that at ‘Latchmere’, putting a lot of work into making 

the layout looking grimy and untidy. “Take a look at 

any picture of urban railways from the 1980s onwards 

and all of the retaining walls are covered in graffiti, 

even the sides of some of the coaches have been ‘tagged’. 

It’s not a pretty sight but it’s one I tried to replicate. 

This is probably most obvious in one of the corners 

where I’ve placed a Gateway supermarket. I used to 

work there and got my friend to 3D-print a lot of 

branded carrier bags to put in trees and on the lineside.” 

The carrier bags aren’t the only thing that has been 

3D-printed at ‘Latchmere’. Peter has also had 

flashguards made for his Class 73s and several detail 

parts for his signal box. Neither Hornby nor 

Bachmann’s model was quite accurate enough for this 

Woking replica, so Peter used bits from each one and 

some extra printed parts to bring it up to a standard he 

would be happy with. While it’s still a work in 

progress, Peter has added a track plan and a signalman 

having a cup of tea to the interior of the ‘box, which 

will eventually light up. 

It may sound a bit of a cliché to say that a model 

railway is never finished, but Peter’s cabin was only 

delivered last July, so there is still a lot to do. The large 

station is his next project, using the platforms that were 

rescued from the very first ‘Latchmere’ iteration. If you 

are interested in seeing the latest news and pictures 

about the build of ‘Latchmere’, you can find all the 

details on Twitter and Instagram. We will certainly be 

checking in! 
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eith Tantlinger surely couldn’t 

have imagined the impact that 

his deceptively simple twistlock 

system for securing shipping 

containers would have on global logistics. 

But he certainly wouldn’t have 

envisaged that the humble 

twistlock would provide a 

key tool for Network Rail 

in its annual war on 

leaves, the scourge of 

the modern railway. 

German state 

railway operator 

Deutsche Bahn had an 

idea that a lightweight 

multiple unit could 

become a useful tool for 

freight flows that didn’t 

require a whole train. 

German manufacturer 

Windhof built four five-car freight 

multiple units, while competitor Talbot 

built three similar vehicles but with 

articulated bogies. 

The ‘CargoSprinter’, DB Class 960 and 

Class 961, were introduced in 1997 and 

trialled from Fraport’s airport at Frankfurt to 

Hamburg, Osnabruck and Hanover. Despite 

showing early promise, DB didn’t consider 

the CargoSprinter a success and the project 

was cancelled. 

CargoSprinter was little more 

than a self-propelled 

container wagon with 

driving cabs. While it 

may not have proved 

itself successful as a 

freight mover, its 

shape could lend itself 

to another task. 

For as long as there 

have been railways, 

older coaches and 

wagons have been re-used 

as service vehicles once 

their revenue-earning careers 

are over. Former passenger 

coaches often end up as test cars, weed 

sprayers, mess rooms or breakdown train 

support vehicles, while wagons are converted 

for a multitude of specialist tasks.

Despite 
showing 

early promise, 
DB didn’t consider 
the CargoSprinter 
a success and the 

project was 
cancelled 

“

”

K

Richard Foster and Ben Jones look at 
the history and the impact of the Windhof 

Multiple Purpose Vehicles.

WORKING 
in multiple

Above: Caught in perfect 

autumnal afternoon 

sunlight, Windhof MPV 

DR98912 and DR98962 

pass Parbold, en route 

to Wigan Wallgate with a 

Railhead Treatment Train, 

in October 2018. ALAMY

Right: Windhof MPVs 

can carry all manner of 

equipment modules. 

DR98952 and DR98902 

are seen on RHTT duties 

near Winwick Quay, 

Warrington. ALAMY

DR98962 and DR98912 

are operating a Furness 

RHTT circuit as they pass 

Silverdale, heading to-

wards to Barrow. ALAMY
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Often, such vehicles would make 

occasional sorties as required or only see use 

for a few weeks a year, spending the rest of 

their time stabled at strategic locations. 

While this was not an issue in days gone by, 

after privatisation all rail vehicles were seen 

as ‘assets’ that needed to earn their keep. 

Railtrack’s answer was to merge the 

‘CargoSprinter’ concept and the twistlock 

container coupling into a self-propelled train 

with bodies that could be swapped to serve a 

multitude of purposes. 

VERSATILE
The Multi-Purpose Vehicle (MPV) could be 

fitted with bodies for structure gauging, 

Sandite application, water cannons, 

weedkilling and third-rail de-icing duties. 

The bodies were designed and built by 

French company Socofer and would be lifted 

on and off the chassis with either a crane or a 

fork-lift truck. 

The first unit, consisting of DR98901 and 

DR98951, was unveiled to the press at Ilford 

depot on October 5 1999. The two ‘cars’ were 

semi-permanently coupled pairs formed of 

one powered driving car (numbers 

DR98901-25) and one unpowered ‘slave’ 

driving trailer (DR98951-75). Power came 

from two 355hp Railpac diesel engines 

mounted under the deck of the driving 

vehicle, linked to the axles via a 

hydraulic transmission. 

Each Railtrack Zone had an allocation of 

MPVs and they were initially based at EWS’ 

depots at Motherwell, Toton, Cardiff Canton 

and Old Oak Common. EWS provided crews 

and maintenance, but it was Serco that 

actually operated the units for the track 

owner and infrastructure company. 

Although its freight DMU concept never 

took off, Windhof was now building MPVs 

for not only Railtrack but also BLS and SBB 

in Switzerland, which use them as tunnel 

rescue and fire-fighting trains. A further 

seven units were built for Railtrack 

(DR98926-32 and DR98976-82). 

Railtrack then ordered 14 similar 

vehicles (DR98001-014) in July 1999 to 

power new ‘high output’ overhead wiring 

trains for the West Coast Route 

Modernisation project. They were formed 

into 200m trains with four power cars and 

five flat wagons loaded with a variety of 

equipment, including telescopic lifting 

The Windhof MPV fleet

HS1 Maintenance Train Vehicles 
DR97011-14

West Coast Electrification 
DR98001-007/009-14

Electrification Vehicles 
99 70 9131 001-8/003-4/005-9/006-7/ 

010-9/011-7/013-3/014-1/015-8/018-2/ 

20-8/ 021-6/022-4/023-2 

(‘DR76901’/903/905/906/910/911/ 

913-915/918/920-923’)

General purpose MPV 
DR98901-932+DR98951-982

Infrastructure Monitoring Vehicle 
DR98008

Above: The for-

mer locomotive 

depot at Wigan 

Springs Branch 

now specialises 

in the servicing 

of on-track 

plant, including 

the Windhof 

MPVs. ALAMY

Right: Like many 

service vehicles, 

MPVs often oper-

ate after dark. 

Pioneer vehicles 

DR98951 and 

DR98901 rest 

in the northern 

bay platform 

at Warrington 

Bank Quay, in 

November 2019. 

ALAMY
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arms, cable drums and platforms for staff 

to inspect, repair and replace overhead lines. 

Of this batch, it’s worth noting DR98008. 

This MPV is a single unit with cabs at each 

end, used for measuring track geometry and 

video photography. Translink, Northern 

Ireland’s rail operator, employs a single car 

MPV (numbered 11), while Irish Rail also 

has a single car MPV (790). 

Network Rail, Railtrack’s successor, 

ordered four MPVs for maintaining 

catenary on the Channel Tunnel Rail Link. 

They differed from previous MPVs in 

that they were fitted with Volvo Penta 

diesel engines and both cars are powered 

for a higher top speed, necessary for the 

railway on which they’re employed. 

Network Rail (High Speed) Ltd is 

contracted for maintenance until 2025, 

keeping MPVs on HS1 for the next few years. 

Above: Still wearing Railtrack’s original livery, albeit with Network Rail branding, ‘slave’ car 

DR98970 leads its powered twin DR98920 through the Warwickshire countryside. ALAMY

Right: During the leaf fall season, Network Rail’s fleet of MPVs are employed to clear the rails of 

slippery debris using high-pressure water jets. ALAMY

Below: Bristol Barton Hill depot plays host to DR98909 and DR98959, resting between 

weed-killing duties, in June 2005. JOHN CHALCRAFT/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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CONCEPT REVIVED
The ‘freight multiple unit’ concept wasn’t 

completely dead, however. 

In 2001, Railtrack and Amey Rail 

co-operated on their own freight multiple 

unit (FMU) trials using specially modified 

MPV power cars. Trial loads of palletised 

cider from Bulmer’s in Hereford were 

carried on low-floor Megafret wagons to 

Willesden. Further freight trials took place 

in 2005 with MPVs hauling OTA timber 

wagons from mid-Wales to Kronospan’s 

factory in Chirk. Although their 

performance was satisfactory, nothing came 

of the concept and the cars returned to their 

normal duties a few weeks later. 

The electrification of the Great Western 

Main Line from Paddington west towards 

South Wales was probably Network Rail’s 

biggest recent investment in the railway. 

A vast scheme, costing billions of pounds, 

it has involved rebuilding stations and 

replacing bridges. 

Part of that investment included 

spending £35m on 14 new Windhof High 

Output Plant trains. Making use of the 

MPV names

DR98914+DR98964 Dick Preston
DR98915+DR98965 Nigel Cummins
DR98923+DR98973 Chris Lemon
DR98926+DR98976 John Denyer
DR98012 Terence Hand 1962-2016
DR98013 David Wood 1951-2015
DR98014 Wayne Imlach 1955-2015
99 70 9131 001-8 Brunel
99 70 9131 023-2 Gavin Roberts
DR98003 Anthony Wrighton 1944-2011
DR98004 Philip Cattrell 1961-2011
DR98006 Jason McDonnell 1970-2016
DR98009 Melvyn Smith 1953-2011
DR98010 Benjamin Gautrey 1992-2011

modular system similar to earlier MPVs, the 

HOPS trains included equipment for driving 

piles into the ground, pumping concrete and 

installing wires. The new units had 

International Union of Railways numbers 

but also carry numbers in Network Rail’s 

departmental ‘DR’ series too. 

The MPV may not have the attraction of 

a ‘proper’ locomotive. Indeed, their 

distinctive angular looks and obscure 

equipment mean that some enthusiasts 

consign them to the bin marked ‘track 

machines’. However, MPVs have been a 

key element of the UK rail scene for the 

past two decades, playing an unglamorous 

yet vital role. Surely, it’s about time to 

recognise the MPV as the train that keeps 

our railway running. 

MPVs DR98009/12/14 at 

work near Poulton Le Fylde, 

on the electrification of the 

Preston to Blackpool North 

line, April 2018. ALAMY

Built for the West Coast Route Modernisation 

scheme, Windhof electrification vehicle DR98014 

is seen on the WCML near Lichfield Trent Valley in 

2016. ALAMY

October is a popular month 

for spotting MPVs at work in 

daylight hours. DR98975/25 

are seen at Fairwood, 

Wiltshire on October 21 

2005. JOHN CHALCRAFT/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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◆◆ MIG enamel weathering washes 
and thinners, Tamiya acrylic 
paints and thinners 
Availability: Scale Model Shop 
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk

◆◆ LifeColor paints, Ultra Mask film, 
airbrushes and equipment 
Availability: The Airbrush Company 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

◆◆ Seated diesel crew 
Availability: Aidan Campbell 
Web: www.aidan-campbell.co.uk

TOOLS
◆◆ Miniature screwdrivers

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Paintbrushes

◆◆ Cotton swabs

◆◆ Cocktail sticks

What George used

With an eye on autumn track conditions, George Dent upgrades an MPV with improved 
cab interiors and an authentic weathered finish.

10
hrs

MODEL Bachmann Branchline 31-576 

Network Rail Windhof MPV
OO
GAUGE

I
n those distant, pre-Covid days, when 

I would regularly commute to Model 

Rail’s Peterborough office, the early 

mornings spent awaiting connections at 

Sheffield and Doncaster were enlivened 

around this time of year by the emergence of 

the annual Rail Head Treatment Trains (RHTT).

While a pair of DRS Class 20s is hard to 

beat, a Windhof MPV set would also provide a 

welcome change from the usual rail-borne 

fodder. With the onboard generator burbling 

away and high-powered water jets blasting 

leaf debris from the rails, they certainly make 

for an impressive sight.

These versatile, modular trains can 

also be glimpsed on other seasonal work, 

such as weedkilling and de-icing jobs 

and one thing I’ve noticed over the years 

is how the nature of the work dictates the 

vehicles’ weathered appearance. 

Weedkilling duties invariably leave the 

MPVs covered in deposits of a pale, off-white 

dust, while autumnal work involving Sandite 

– a mix of sand, antifreeze and steel particles 

– results in a grainy, sandy-brown coating that 

cakes the chassis and bodywork. Further-

more, the use of water jets result in glossy, 

wet patches around the inner bogies, 

contrasting dramatically with the dust 

covering the rest of the vehicle.

Therefore, the type of weathering applied 

to an MPV – or similar service vehicles – can 

help us to suggest a particular season, which 

is useful if your layout’s scenic treatments 

also hint at a specific time of year. I’ve long 

aspired to create an autumn-themed layout 

so, now that I have a suitable MPV in my fleet, 

I really ought to have a go.

HOW TO 

UPGRADE A 
BACHMANN 
WINDHOF MPV
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Bachmann’s MPV is lovely, but the real things 
are rarely this clean, so a weathered finish was 
essential. The complex equipment modules will 
have to be tackled individually and dismantling 
certain parts will make the job easier.

I also wanted to enhance the interiors, so the 
cab units were unscrewed from the chassis and 
the tiny screws kept in a safe place. The interior 
mouldings need to be prised out carefully, as 
they clip into the side glazing panels.

Removing the handrails meant the various 
equipment modules could be treated more 
easily. A mix of Dark Brown, Brown and Neutral 
enamel weathering washes was applied with a 
flat brush to one section at a time.

With cotton swabs, most of the wash was 
removed, leaving pigment deposits in recesses 
and around raised relief. Working with vertical 
strokes, in relation to gravity, creates an 
authentic streaking effect.

1

4

2

5

A mix of enamel washes was also employed on 
the handrails, with the excess wiped away with 
swabs. Keep some thinners (compatible with 
your wash formula) on hand to help remove 
any stubborn wash deposits.

The washes were employed on the 
bufferbeams and snowploughs, again using 
swabs to remove the excess and to create 
streaking effects. This was done before 
installing the bufferbeam details.

7

8

With each of the modules and cabs to be 
treated separately, a series of containers was 
employed to avoid getting parts mixed up. The 
handrail units on each module were carefully 
removed with a set of tweezers.

I repeated the process across all modules, 
tailoring the shade as desired. As much or as 
little of the wash can be removed to suit the 
required level of weathering. For heavier 
deposits, build the washes up in layers.

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP
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The same Tamiya paints were used in building 
up heavier layers of weathering on the chassis, 
having masked the motor and PCB. The shade 
was altered to create shading here and there 
and to avoid an overly uniform appearance.

The weathering was applied over several stages, 
keeping the output from the airbrush set to a 
minimum. The patient approach allows the ‘dirt’ 
to build up evenly, while retaining a greater 
degree of control over the overall effect.

Before the airbrush was deployed on the cabs, 
wiper masks were created with Ultra Mask 
low-tack film. Masking tape can be used, but 
Ultra Mask stencils can be re-used. Gently place 
the stencils in position under the wiper blades.

Only a very light misting of paint was 
airbrushed over the cab fronts and sides, but 
heavier deposits were targeted onto the roof, 
working around the equipment. When the paint 
is dry, gently remove the wiper stencil masks.

13

16

14

17

Darker stains were concentrated at the inner 
end of each car, enhanced with a few layers of 
clear gloss, to mimic wetness created by the 
water jets. The modules were then re-fitted, to 
ensure consistency with the overall weathering.

Before final assembly, the wheels and all power 
collecting surfaces were cleaned with Hobby 
Trax’s Loco Go fluid. Spray a small amount into 
the can’s lid, or other container, and use a small 
swab or microbrush to clean the surfaces.

15

18

While the wash coats dried, I replaced the 
supplied figures with drivers from the Aidan 
Campbell range, accompanied by coats and 
bags sculpted from epoxy putty. Miniature 
newspapers and magazines add the final touch.

After an overnight rest to dry, a mix of Tamiya 
acrylic Flat Brown, Dark Grey, Flat Earth and Flat 
Black was misted over the modules with an 
airbrush. Only a very small amount of paint was 
applied, enough to create a dusty finish.

10 11

The airbrush allows us to add further shading 
and to remove any brush strokes left behind by 
the wash coats. Removing the handrails 
avoided the risk of them acting like stencils, 
interrupting the paint flow from the airbrush.

12

The cabs were also treated with the washes, 
taking care to keep it away from the glazing 
(masking the windows is an option). MPV cabs 
are cleaned regularly, so a more subtle effect 
was desired, especially to the front and sides.

9
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17 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how
Workbench

Project difficulty ranges from easy:               one screwdriver, to very hard:                five screwdrivers.

Meet the Model Rail Expert Modellers

George Dent
Learn from 

one of the 
country’s 

best modellers. 

Chris Leigh
Quite simply, what 
Chris doesn’t  
know isn’t worth 

knowing!

Alex Spencer
This month’s guest 
contributor shows 
us how to create 

lifelike dioramas.

Peter Marriott
Scenic guru! 
Knows what’s 
available and 

how to use it.

50 
Build a 3D-printed 
station kit

58 
Create realistic 
diorama scenes 62 

Build a 
canal

56 
Replace wheels 
on older models

Workbench sponsored by
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW 

I
t might seem strange to start a feature 

about Bratton Fleming station with a 

photograph that does not actually 

illustrate the station, but here’s why. 

Of all the pictures that I have of the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway, this picture, from a tiny 

contact print, is the one which best evokes 

the L&B to me. It is from the collection of my 

friend and mentor, Alistair B. MacLeod, who 

was locomotive running superintendent at 

Eastleigh, responsible for the L&B in its final 

years. However, ‘Uncle Mac’ did not take the 

photograph, as a note in pencil on the back 

reads ‘ABMcL on footplate’. 

He was probably firing, as he told me, on a 

number of occasions, that he did not like 

firing the Manning Wardle 2-6-2Ts because he 

was tall, and the firehole was small and close 

to the floor, forcing him to stoop. The 

Chris Leigh tackles a new kit with a difference – a 3D-printed station 
building for the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway.

MODEL BRATTON 
FLEMING STATION

HOW TO 

10
hrs

MODEL RailReality 1:76 Bratton Fleming 
station building kit Price £21.95

OO
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Only 
available through Ebay
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With scarcely a month left to operate, one of the 

Manning Wardle 2-6-2Ts – probably No. 759 Yeo, 

climbs between Bratton Fleming and Blackmoor on 

August 22 1935. A.B. MACLEOD/CJL COLLECTION
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photograph shows the wonderful Devon 

scenery through which the contractor has 

had to cut deeply, a miscalculation which 

caused his business to fail and deprived the 

L&B of the early maintenance which was 

included in the contract. 

The 2-6-2T will have been working hard on 

the 1-in-50 gradient which began near the 

4-milepost from Barnstaple and continued 

with little respite through Chelfham, and 

Bratton Fleming to Blackmoor Gate, almost 

eight miles later. 

Nestling under a wooded hillside some 7½ 

miles from Barnstaple was the small station at 

Bratton Fleming, a village some little distance 

away from the railway. The Southern Railway 

built its Barnstaple Town station beside the 

River Taw as the cross-platform junction 

station for the L&BR, which opened in 1898. 

The halt at Snapper and the first two small 

stations, Chelfham and Bratton Fleming, were 

constructed by the contractor. The larger 

Swiss chalet-style stations at Blackmoor, 

Woody Bay and Lynton were built by a local 

builder, Jones of Lynton, the station at Lynton 

being quite substantially altered by the 

Southern Railway after their takeover of the 

L&B at Grouping in 1923.

BACK TO BASICS
My interest in the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

dates back to childhood and to one of those 

big hardback children’s books, The Wonder 

Book of Trains or some such. It had a sepia 

picture of a Lynton & Barnstaple train on one 

of the North Devon line’s more spectacular 

stretches that was captivating. I would see that 

same picture many times in succeeding years. 

I grew up with holidays in North Devon. 

I was five years old when, in August 1952, we 

were on holiday in Ilfracombe. That was when 

the Lynmouth flood disaster happened. 

Torrential rain brought a deluge down the 

rivers through the village, causing death and 

destruction in a single night. The area was, of 

course, closed off but further afield there was 

still plenty of evidence. The memories are still 

vivid, of seeing a dead cow floating along a 

swollen river and, while riding in the back of 

our car, an encounter with a DUKW amphibi-

ous vehicle on a narrow Devon lane. 

Nevertheless, North Devon has remained 

my all-time favourite holiday location and the 

long-gone Lynton & Barnstaple Railway has 

been at the centre of that. So it was that a 

disappointingly wet and dismal honeymoon in 

the Lake District in 1972 was followed by a 

self-catering holiday in Lynton the same year. 

We stayed in the former L&B station, the 

booking office and waiting room area of which 

(largely built by the Southern Railway 

post-1923) was now a holiday letting.

Six years later I persuaded my wife that we 

should rent another L&B station that had been 

turned into a holiday letting. This time it was 

Bratton Fleming, a charming and secluded 

place to stay, offering easy road access to 

Bratton Fleming station from the road overbridge 

in Southern Railway days. Views from this direction 

are quite unusual. This one shows clearly the SR 

cast concrete nameboard and the large number of 

fire buckets covering the wall of the gents’ toilet. 

The densely wooded area posed a fire risk. 

H.C. CASSERLEY/CJL COLLECTION

The detail of the porch and the diagonal roof 

tiles show well in this view of 2-6-2T No. 759 Yeo 

at Bratton Fleming with an Up train. The Down 

loop has been removed, so it is after 1932. 

F.E. BOX/CJL COLLECTION
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the rest of North Devon. There was, however, 

quite a walk to the village pub and not a lot 

going on in the evening. I took the opportu-

nity, with 50ft tape measure and drawing pad, 

to measure and draw the station building as it 

would have been in the 1930s. 

Bratton Fleming had, at that time, been 

extended with a lean-to where the gents’ toilet 

had been, to provide an extra room, and a small 

bay window in matching style had been added 

to the platform elevation. In more recent years 

– probably the 21st Century – a quite hideous 

and totally out-of-character extension has been 

added. At the time of writing, the station has 

been acquired as a long-term investment by 

the present-day Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 

which, I suspect, will eventually restore it to its 

original appearance as it has already done with 

the similar building at Chelfham.

I was able to take precise measurements on 

site and to recheck if I needed to do so. One 

particular success was the porch at the 

Barnstaple end. This had been a timber 

structure and had been completely removed. 

However, the timber had obviously been 

repainted a number of times during its 

existence and sometimes the painting had 

been a little careless, leaving the outline of 

the porch, in paint, clearly on the stonework!

It was not so very long after this that, as 

assistant editor of Railway World, one of my 

jobs was to acquire photographs for the Ian 

Allan Library. Through this, a wallet of negatives 

arrived in the mail one day – 100 negatives of 

the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway, taken around 

1930-35 by Frank E. Box. I was advised ‘from 

above’ that to justify the purchase price I would 

have to produce a book that used them. 

The result was Portrait of the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway in which I was able to use 

my drawings alongside Mr Box’s photographs 

and other material including contributions 

from the company’s reprographic manager 

Robert Antell, whose family owned part of the 

L&B trackbed at Parracombe. 

TWO TO THREE DIMENSIONS
‘Portrait’ was reprinted several times and 

though it is now out of print, second-hand 

copies are easy to find. It is particularly 

gratifying to find that my drawings have been 

used by a manufacturer to produce a 1:76 

The porch and Bratton Fleming’s 

award-winning floral display. 

F.E. BOX/CJL COLLECTION

scale model of Bratton Fleming station 

building. RailReality is an Ebay seller. The 

Bratton kit is 3D-printed and can, by 

negotiation with the manufacturer, be 

produced to other scales. ( I was tempted to 

ask for a 1:1 version but the local planning 

authority might not approve!)

As an ‘old-school’ modeller accustomed to 

making buildings in card, I’ve built at least 

two versions of Bratton but a 3D-printed 

model is something quite different. I have 

built a couple of 3D-printed rolling stock 

models, but never a building. The kit is 

supplied as just seven components and four 

of those are poster boards. The building itself 

consists of the walls, the roof and the porch. 

The secret to making a success of this 

model lies in how well you paint it. The roof 

has the distinctive diagonal tiling, the gutters 

and the ridge tiles all neatly reproduced but 

the walls are flat white plastic. The strata of 

the printing process is faintly visible and 

could, perhaps, be used as guide by anyone 

wanting to create a brick-built version, but if 

you wish to replicate the stone of the real 

structure, you’re on your own. It really is not 

as difficult as it looks. This model took me 

several weeks, painting the stonework in 

short sessions using Omen Miniatures acrylic 

paints. Before I was halfway through 

I decided that I ought to build a diorama on 

which to display it. 

Another post-1932 view shows a Down train about 

to depart with one of the composite observation 

cars on the rear. Sadly, this type of coach is not yet in 

the Peco range. F.E. BOX/CJL COLLECTION

A 1978 view from the site of the Down platform and 

sidings shows the heavily wooded setting of Bratton 

Fleming station, looking towards Barnstaple. 

CHRIS LEIGH

One of the reference photographs from my 1978 

visit which I used as a guide when painting the 

stonework. CHRIS LEIGH
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The kit, as supplied, has just seven parts and 
relies on the modeller to paint and finish it. 
It is an accurate rendition based on 
drawings in Portrait of the Lynton & 

Barnstaple Railway.

Unlike resin casting, 3D-printing does not 
have any residual release agents on the 
surface so there’s no need for washing. 
I used Games Workshop’s Citadel Grey Seer 
as a priming coat.

Ridge tiles are more exposed and usually 
much cleaner than the rest of the roof. 
I used Omen’s new ‘brindle’ shade for the 
ridge tile strip, which is a good likeness of 
the real thing.

I began the main roof area by brushing a dark 
brown shade (weathered wood) into the 
grooves of the roof and wiping most of it off 
the tiles with a soft tissue, leaving the residue 
to highlight the tile shape.

1

4

2

5

I don’t like white, or near-white, for mortar 
on models so the next stage was to brush 
all the walls with Omen Miniatures 
concrete shade acrylic paint. I use this 
undiluted and well stirred.

At this stage, if you are planning to add an 
interior it is worth thinking about what to 
include and how to do it. The windows are 
pretty small so you won’t see much, but I was 
tempted to detail the main room.

I kept referring to my photographs as 
I painted the stones, using a 2/0 pure sable 
brush from Expo Tools. I selected seven Omen 
colours to use and mixed very small amounts 
on the back of an old melamine coaster.

Omen acrylics need to be stirred not 
shaken (sorry, Mr Bond!). I have a pack of 
1,000 wooden coffee stirrers from Amazon 
(£5.99) which have many uses and will last 
a long time.

7

10
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I sprayed the roof, too, and once dry 
I brush-painted the underside of the eaves 
and the gutter with Omen Miniatures dirty 
black acrylic paint. I used Omen paints 
throughout for their good matt finish.

Next, I used Omen’s brick base colour for the 
tiles, covering the surface but not brushing it 
into the grooves. With a little of the dark 
brown shade dry-brushed in I got a nice 
weathered look to the roof.

3

6

Everything depends on how well you 
paint the walls. I began by picking out the 
brick lintel arches with brindle or brick 
base colour to contrast appropriately with 
the stonework.

The stonework is best painted in small 
bursts, otherwise I found that I became 
bored and careless. It is easy to find other 
jobs for light relief, such as painting the 
doors in SR green.

9

12

STEP
BY

STEP
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Returning to the stonework, I mixed a 

variety of shades of grey and brown on 

the old coaster, which could be wiped clean 

at the end of each session. The front is 

nearing completion.

The door from the platform was labelled 

‘Booking Office and Ladies Waiting Room’. The 

room on the right must have been the ‘staff’ 

side of the ticket counter, and on the left the 

ladies’ waiting room and toilet.

Access is not particularly easy as the building 

is small, so to avoid risk of smudging glue on 

the glazing I used a pair of tweezers to place 

it. Tracing paper can be added to represent 

obscured glass, if needed.

The rest of this job was the creation of the 

little platform diorama. I had already decided 

to build this on my ‘OO9’ test circuit, so it is 

merely inspired by Bratton Fleming, and not 

an accurate model of the station area.
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To make the ramshackle steps down to 

the platform, I split ⅛in square balsa 

strip diagonally and glued the pieces to 

a balsa backing so that it could be built 

into the scenery.

Using foamboard scraps I built up a rough 

shape for the landscape and installed the 

balsa step unit between the road level and the 

platform. I do my plaster cloth fitting 

‘surgically’ as I don’t like messy modelling.

I cut a footprint for the building in thin card and 

tacked it in place so that I kept the area clear of 

plaster. I then coated the platform with a very 

thin layer of quite stiffly mixed Polyfilla.

I spread 

the 

Polyfilla over 

the plaster 

cloth and once 

it had all dried 

I painted the 

platform, again 

using the Omen 

acrylics. Areas 

where rocks 

might be 

exposed were 

painted in 

grey shades.
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Once the exterior paintwork was finished 

I cut rectangles of glazing material for the 

windows and glued them in place with 

Deluxe Materials Glue ‘n’ Glaze.

With such tight curves, it is vital to check 

clearances at every stage. Even so, I had to 

shift and re-glue the bridge later on, and the 

Peco coaches will foul the platform until I cut 

it back slightly.

15

18

The retaining wall is a scenic break. 

There will be nothing behind it. 5mm 

foamboard with Scalescenes stone paper 

does the job with everything glued in 

place with PVA glue. 

21
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I used Scalescenes printed poster boards 

instead of those supplied with the kit. Bratton 

was known for its floral displays. I found these 

ready-made strips by Tasma Products Ltd in 

Trains4U, Peterborough.

I planned to photograph the scene outdoors 

with real trees behind, so I used some long 

grass strips on top of the retaining wall. 

These were also by TPL and called ‘Light 

green pathway’.

Finished. 

At some 

future date 

I may alter the 

retaining wall 

to provide a 

more 

authentic 

station 

entrance and 

put in the 

roadway and a 

backdrop of 

model trees, 

but for now 

I was just 

reviewing a 

station kit!

25
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Here’s a candid view of the scene which 

shows that I did not model anything more 

than necessary, although I might add to it and 

weather the track at a later date.

27

As the job progresses, I keep checking to see 

how it looks. The SR nameboard is one of my 

old castings, no longer available. Why don’t 

the 3D print companies make authentic-style 

‘Big Four’ nameboards, I wonder.

24

A well-known 

Edwardian coloured 

postcard of Bratton 

Fleming shows 

accurately the 

layout and colours 

of the station. 

CJL COLLECTION
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REPLACE
WHEELS ON 
OLDER MODELS

W
hile many models from my 

younger days have long-since 

been retired, I still have a few 

Lima and Hornby locomotives 

that I’m especially fond of. Some of Lima’s late 

1990s releases don’t even look too out of place 

beside more contemporary products, 

especially after some extra detailing work.

I’m not in a hurry to dispose of some of my 

traction fleet due to the amount of work that 

went into upgrading their looks. Furthermore, 

they’re all still decent runners. Emitting a 

satisfying growl and a distinctive smell, those 

Lima ‘pancake’ motors are simple to maintain. 

Plus, as many modellers of my age will attest, 

finding a sweet-running example could be akin 

to finding a golden ticket in a Willy Wonka 

chocolate bar! So, parting with them is not easy.

The big drawback of these models, however, 

is the reluctance of their chunky wheels to 

negotiate live frog points without causing short 

circuits – extra frustrating on DCC layouts. Also, 

the large wheel flanges inevitably rattle over the 

chairs of Code 75 track. To address this, a cheap 

and easy means of upgrading the wheels has 

just been launched by Peter’s Spares. 

A range of drop-in ‘OO’ wheel sets has been 

designed to suit Lima and Hornby products of 

the pre-2000s era, offered in a choice of sizes, 

with or without gears, to suit motor or dummy 

bogies of diesel and electric locomotives. 

There’s also packs for unpowered DMU cars. 

Note that these sets are not suitable for ex-Lima 

models manufactured under Hornby’s RailRoad 

brand due to their re-engineered mechanisms.

Boasting a much finer wheel flange profile, 

the replacement sets also do away with the 

unsightly rubber traction tyres originally fitted 

to powered axles. The new wheels proved easy 

to install and, while they don’t profess to be 

manufactured to ultra-finescale standards, they 

do make for a marked improvement, in both 

the visual and performance stakes. In fact, the 

new wheels have prompted me to get to work 

on detailing and repainting this Class 121, which 

has been on my ‘to do’ list for years!

George Dent tries out a new range of drop-in 
wheel sets for Lima locomotives and multiple units. 
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WHEELS
◆◆ PS76 Replacement Lima small 
(12mm) wheel/gear on axle (Pk2), £9

◆◆ PS78 Replacement Lima small 
(12mm) wheel on axle (Pk2), £8

◆◆ Peco PL-64 Power Lube 
Availability: Peter’s Spares 
Tel: 01642 248584 
Web: www.petersspares.com 

CLEANING AND LUBRICATION
◆◆ Labelle 901 Motor Cleaning System
◆◆ Labelle 108 Multi-purpose oil 
◆◆ Labelle 102 Gear Lubricant
◆◆ Labelle 105 Track cleaner and 
Conditioner 
Availability: Golden Valley Hobbies 
Tel: 01981 241237 
Web: www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com 

TOOLS
◆◆ Miniature screwdrivers

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Cotton swabs

What George used

Some Lima models still stand up against 

contemporary products, but they can be let down 

by wheels with large flanges. A new range of drop-in 

wheel sets solves the problem.

Compared to the original Lima wheels 

(left), the replacements feature a more 

refined flange profile.

The new wheels 

greatly improve 

the appearance 

and performance 

of this Lima 

Class 121 railcar.

Model Rail 292 October 2021
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While many Lima locomotives feature clip-on 

bodyshells, others may require the removal of 

a couple of screws. Once the body is off, hold 

the motor in one hand while unscrewing the 

two retaining screws beneath the bogie frame.

The motor unit can then be freed from the 

chassis and the original wheels gently eased 

out of their plastic housings. At this point, we 

may as well take the opportunity to give the 

gears and electrical contacts a good clean.

Once the gears and contacts are clean and dry, 

the new wheel sets can be slotted into place, 

ensuring that the axles ‘click’ into the retainers. 

I added a few tiny dops of Labelle 102 gear oil 

onto the new axles’ gears beforehand, while 

they were easily accessible. 

A few more drops of the Labelle gear oil were 

added to each of the original gears, using the 

supplied needle tip applicator. Don’t overdo 

it, as excess lubrication can cause reduced 

adhesion, due to the oil contaminating 

wheels and track.

1
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The unpowered trailing bogie can be released 

by unclipping the brass contact arm from the 

bolster pin. Some later Lima models featured 

an extra cable soldered to contacts on the 

bogie, so take care not to break these joints.

With the bogie removed, unclip the axle 

retaining panel, using a small flat screwdriver 

to release the clips at each end. If the extra 

cable is present, there should be enough slack 

to allow the bogie to be worked on.

Clean the contacts and check the tension on 

the axles before popping the replacement 

wheels in place. The copper strip needs to 

remain in contact without inducing drag. 

A drop of Peco Power Lube will reduce friction.

Finally, 

it’s time 

to re-assemble 

the chassis 

and give the 

model a 

thorough test 

run to bed the 

new gears in. 

A rolling road, 

such as this 

DCCconcepts 

set, will 

allow you to 

observe the 

motor and 

gears at 

close quarters.
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STEP
BY

STEP

A proprietary cleaner, such as Labelle 105, is 

great for removing deposits of oil, dirt and 

other deposits from electrical contacts. Labelle 

also offers a motor cleaner and degreasing 

fluid, which is safe for use on plastic gears.

The terminals of a standard 9V battery 

match up perfectly with the motor brush 

housings, providing a quick means of 

running the motor and checking for correct 

operation. Simply swap the battery around 

to reverse direction. 

3

6

Don’t remove the wheels yet. Note which side 

of the bogie the insulated wheels are located 

on. These can be discerned by the insulating 

washer between axle and wheel. It’s important 

to fit the new wheel sets in the same way.

9

11

REPLACING LIMA WHEELS
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T
here are many stretches of railway 

in the UK that once formed part of 

a vast and prosperous transport 

network, but which have since 

been decommissioned and left to the mercy 

of time and the elements. 

Some of these stretches have not been 

totally abandoned. Some have been given 

new purpose as sections of public footpaths 

and cycleways. Certain relegated stations or 

sidings, that were once a hive of activity, 

have not been as lucky and are long since 

demolished, with all traces buried 

beneath housing estates or retail parks. 

Other sections have been ‘mothballed’, 

with nature taking over the neglected 

railway infrastructure. 

Whilst the partial re-purposing of some 

closed lines is beneficial to some, you can’t 

help but think what our rail network would 

be like if those neglected lines were in 

operation again. But for now, they serve as a 

time capsule of the railway that once was.

STILL LIFE
While some model railway layouts feature 

disused sidings or single lines, I wanted to 

go one step further and create dioramas 

which were of fully disused sections of 

railway. This would give me an opportunity 

Inspired by some of the UK’s disused railways, Alex Spencer decided to create a pair of 
scenic dioramas which allowed him to try out a range of new techniques.

CREATE REALISTIC 
DIORAMA SCENES

HOW TO 
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8 hrs per diorama



59www.model-rail.co.uk

My first diorama featured a disused tunnel 

as the main focal point. There are two 

tracks heading towards the tunnel, with 

one line as a siding which ends just before 

the retaining wall, and the other line forms 

a single line through the tunnel itself. The 

supposition is that the siding and single 

line would have run from a rural station – 

just off-scene – with the single line heading 

through the tunnel to reach more stations 

further along the route. 

The diorama measures 460mm long, 

270mm wide and with a maximum height 

of 150mm. The stone tunnel mouth and 

wing walls are from a Peco kit (ref. LK-31), 

which was painted to give a darker, 

weathered stone colour. The tunnel mouth 

is fenced off to keep people out, but there 

is graffiti on one of the walls. 

The graffiti was created by printing text 

onto waterslide decal paper, and this easily 

transferred and stuck to the surface. There 

are also workers in attendance, removing 

discarded items such as barrels, a sheet of 

corrugated steel and a tyre. The neglected, 

overgrown embankments are on either 

side of the scene and above the tunnel and, 

as I wanted to model overgrown and wild 

vegetation with lots of colour, a spring or 

summer look was decided upon. 

DIORAMA 1: 
DISUSED TUNNEL 

to create a model railway scene, just as 

you would with a standard layout. 

However, as there would be no trains in 

operation, the focus would shift to the 

detailing of buildings, rusty tracks and 

overgrown embankments.

I recently made two dioramas, both of 

fictional disused lines, in 1:76 scale/‘OO’ 

gauge. I had no specific era in mind, 

although I was thinking that the lines may 

have closed in the 1970s and workers are in 

attendance in the 2010s, as shown by a 

modern Network Rail van in one diorama. 

The lines are still being looked after by 

Network Rail, perhaps in the hope that they 

will eventually re-open. Something that 

most of us would likely hope for!

Overall, I thoroughly enjoyed working on 

these projects, and loved trying out new 

techniques and products. Working on 

dioramas such as these, which are 

lightweight and portable, offers the perfect 

canvas on which to experiment with new 

materials and processes. There’s no need to 

worry about electrics, soldering or 

baseboard construction. I already have a 

few more dioramas planned, and I can’t wait 

to get started on them!
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This second diorama is based around a disused 

signal box, which once controlled the adjacent 

junction where a stretch of single line diverged 

into a double track line. I imagined that the line 

was, at some point, reduced to a single line 

throughout, with this junction disconnected and 

the box taken out of use. This single line may 

have then operated for some time afterwards 

before it too succumbed to the dreaded axe, with 

the whole line now disused.

Signal boxes were of great significance back in 

the day, not least for safety. The signaller would 

know the routes, the trains, the drivers and 

even the locals... it could be an integral 

part of the community, as well 

as the railway. Therefore, 

if modelling a signal box, 

I felt that it had to take centre 

stage in the diorama. Near to 

the signal box are the rusty 

remains of a shed and behind it is an 

embankment with overgrown 

vegetation. I used similar foliage colours 

as the first diorama, but also added some 

Heather Tufts from the Footpath Scenes range 

(ref. FP087) for a bit of variety.

This scene is set within a footprint of 420mm 

by 300mm, with a height of 180mm. The worker 

figure is clearing up a bonfire which was made by 

some trespassers the night before; I created this 

feature by lighting small matches and letting the 

sticks burn completely. They were then arranged 

in a pyramid shape, with bits of ash sprinkled 

around to give a scorched earth look. The worker 

has arrived in a Network Rail van – also featured 

in the diorama – although critics have said that it 

looks too clean for a work van, so let’s just 

imagine it had a good wash the night before! 

DIORAMA 2: DISUSED SIGNAL BOX

Step 1: The embankments were built from 
polystyrene blocks that were cut and shaped to 
size. To fix the polystyrene in place and to create 
a suitably rough texture, plaster of Paris was 
mixed with water and spread over the surface. 

Step 2: Once the plaster was fully dry, it was 
then lightly abraded with 150 grit sandpaper in 
order to remove any excessive lumps and 
bumps. After cleaning away the debris, the 
plaster was painted with one coat of earth-
coloured acrylic paint.

Step 3: To give a textured layer of ground cover, 
a fine layer of sieved compost was added. The 
first diorama used a sandy compost mix, but as 
the sieve didn’t fully remove all the sand 
particles, the overall result looked too gritty. In 
my second diorama, a compost mix which had 
little to no sand was used instead. Additionally, 
this compost was baked at 300°C for 30 
minutes, as this renders the compost easier to 
sieve, gives a larger volume of finer particles 
and kills any bacteria.

Step 4: A thin layer of PVA glue, diluted slightly 
with water, was brushed onto the embankment 
surface, and the compost was sprinkled on. The 
embankment was then sprayed with a light 
coating of the PVA and water mix. The 
less-sandy mixture resulted in a darker, finer 
soil, which looked far more realistic.

Step 5: The vegetation in the dioramas are a mix 
of homemade bushes and trees, plus ready-
made products. The grass tufts on the track bed 
and some shrubs on the embankments are 
Martin Welberg products, which look fantastic.
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Step 6: The bushes were made from a block 

of rubberised horsehair, chopped up into 

small sections and shaped to create dense, 

overgrown bushes. 

Step 7: The trees were made from seafoam, 

a real-life plant which perfectly replicates 

scale trees. The seafoam can be slightly 

compressed after sitting in a packaging 

box, so it’s best to remove a stalk, soak it in 

warm water, then ease out the smaller 

branches to give a robust and realistic look.

Step 8: Both the bushes and trees had a 

light coating of PlastiKote ‘Nut Brown’ 

paint, before being sprayed with a 1:1 mix of 

Mod Podge and water and a tiny bit of 

washing up liquid. When this was still wet, 

Woodland Scenics fine and coarse turf, of 

various colours, was sprinkled on. 

Step 9: Both the fine and coarse turf, when 

sprinkled onto the seafoam trees and 

bushes, looked convincing as foliage, giving 

an ideal mixture of density and shades 

within the scene .

Step 10: A Wills signal box kit was  

employed, treated with differing shades of 

cream, brown, grey and white acrylic 

paints to represent weathered timber. The 

boards over the windows are made from 

1mm thick plywood, with light coats of grey, 

brown and white paint dry-brushed over, 

plus some black weathering powder 

brushed on. 

Step 11: For the one window which isn’t 

boarded up, the transparent plastic 

glazing sheet was poked with a penknife in 

order to represent smashed window panes, 

before a layer of Vallejo ‘Carbon Black’ 

pigment powder was applied to give it a 

grubby appearance .

Step 12: Hornby track was used in both of 

these dioramas, and this also required some 

weathering to achieve a disused look. The 

rails were brush-painted using a mix 

of acrylic brown, rust, red, and orange 

shades. Because the track would be quite 

old, the sleepers would likely be wooden, 

not concrete, so they too were weathered 

appropriately, with greys, blacks and brown 

shades dry-brushed. For the final touches, 

a fine layer of compost was sprinkled over 

the ballast and between the sleepers, 

before Old Rust weathering powder was 

brushed over the rails. Finally, Vallejo 

Carbon Black powder was brushed over 

the track and the ballast.
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A
s lockdown finished, my wife and 

I took various local excursions to 

walk parts of the Grand Union 

Canal, which got me thinking that 

I should have a go at making a short piece of 

it in 4mm scale. I then recalled I had a 

Skaledale canal bridge that I’d had in stock 

for more than a decade and I now had no 

alternative but to make this my next project! 

There are more than 4500 miles of 

navigable waterways in the UK and because 

in general canals were built on the flat, bar a 

few locks, they were a railway builder’s dream. 

Not to mention that when the railways 

replaced the canals as the premium source of 

goods transportation, the businesses 

remained in the same place, so the railway 

had to start and finish in the same place as the 

canal. Because of this, canals and railways 

were found very close to one another and 

often appear on model railways.

Post-lockdown walks along the towpath inspired Peter Marriott to give 
modelling the Grand Union canal a go. 

BUILD A CANAL
HOW TO 
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◆◆ Woodland Scenics Foam Board

◆◆ Woodland Scenics Assorted Foam 
Sheets

◆◆ Water Undercoats by Woodland 
Scenics

◆◆ Water one part fluid Deluxe 
Materials Aqua Magic

◆◆ Woodland Scenics Fine Turf Scatter 
materials and fine sand

◆◆ Scenic Express Super Leaf

◆◆ Woodland Scenics Poly Fibre

◆◆ PVA white glue

◆◆ Unscented extra hold hairspray

◆◆ Woodland Scenics Foam Tack Glue

◆◆ Woodland Scenics Static Tac

◆◆ Static grass fibres by Woodland 
Scenics

◆◆ Noch Water and Riverside plants 
14052 and Gaugemaster GM176

TOOLS
◆◆ Wide paintbrushes

◆◆ Craft knife 

◆◆ Vacuum cleaner 

◆◆ A wooden coffee stirrer or plastic 
spatula

◆◆ Small point to make holes in the 
bank 

◆◆ Electrostatic grass planting tool 

◆◆ Mixing pot 

◆◆ Wooden clean stirring stick

Storage of water 
products

◆ Always replace the tops and caps 
on bottles and close containers 
firmly. Not only will this extend the 
life of the product but it will also 
prevent accidental spills.

◆ Keep the water fluids out of reach 
of children and pets at all times.

◆ Read the instructions to see what 
storage conditions are 
recommended. Storing water fluids 
in a cold uninsulated location may 
damage the fluid and the product 
will need to be disposed of. In my 
experience, water fluids that are old 
tend to produce cloudy water. 
Storing water fluids in a warmish 
room in a house seem to give them 
the longest life possible.

◆ Before starting any water project, 
test the fluid in a discreet part of my 
new water feature because in the 
past I have used a fluid only to be 
very disappointed when it goes 
cloudy, indicating it is past its best.

What Peter used

To build up the sides of the canal I used 

foam sheets, which are easy to work with and 

light in weight. These work really well when 

intending to build the water feature 

separately and then incorporate it into your 

layout, as it keeps the weight down and 

makes it easy to move.  

Even a small area of water is fun to make 

and adds another dimension of realism. There 

is a good range of products to make the water, 

water effects and the waterside plants. To 

make a canal 55cm long and 6cm wide cost 

me around £5, including the water fluid, paints 

and plants. As with many projects, I didn’t use 

all of the product available in each pot so 

there is some left over for another project.

A
LA

M
Y
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This is the Hornby Skaledale canal bridge that 

I purchased more than 10 years ago and kept 

in stock for this ‘one day’ diorama. The grass 

and weeds were moulded in resin and as part 

of this project they will be covered with static 

grass.

To highlight the mortar lines, I used a wide 

brush to paint on Woodland Scenics Topcoat 

Concrete Road paint. My intention was then to 

rub off much of the paint on the bricks just to 

leave the paint in between them, which I did 

with a piece of kitchen roll.

I did toy with cutting the shape of the canal 

into the foam baseboard, but it would have 

been quite difficult to have cut a flat base to 

the canal, so I decided to build up the sides 

instead. Here, I’ve positioned the bridge so I 

can get an idea of the scene composition.

To make the 

slopes up to 

the road I used 

off-cuts of 

Celotex roof 

insulation 

material. This is 

easy to shape 

with a Woodland 

Scenics Foam 

Knife which has a 

two-inch blade. I 

would always 

recommend 

using a fresh 

blade for this as 

it will make it 

easier to cut and 

reduce mess. 

1

4

2

5

To fix the foam pieces together, I used 

Woodland Scenics Foam Tack Glue which 

takes a few hours to set firmly. It is a lot better 

for fixing pieces of foam than PVA glue, which 

takes even longer to set.

To fill a few gaps in the walls of the canal, I 

rubbed a finger full of Woodland Scenics 

Foam Putty along the length of both sides. It’s 

important to make sure there aren’t any gaps 

for later on in the project.

I painted the entire white area of the foam with 

Woodland Scenics Green Undercoat. Although 

it provided a decent first coat, it dried quite thin 

and I decided that it would be better to use a 

different paint for the second and third coats.

6

9

7

I used a mixture of 7mm and 4mm static grass 

fibres glued with Woodland Scenics Static Tac 

brushed over the moulded areas of weeds on 

the bridge. A Noch Grasmaster was used to 

apply the static grass fibres using light and 

medium green fibres. 

3

Once I was happy that all the gaps were filled, 

I carefully smoothed out the base of the canal 

and the banks with a piece of wet and dry 

paper to remove any debris and 

imperfections.

The 

following 

day, I added a 

second coat of 

paint to the 

foam, from the 

useful range of 

Woodland 

Scenics water 

undercoats. In 

my experience 

this would need 

two coats, dry 

in several hours 

and have very 

good coverage 

qualities. 

They are 100% 

acrylic paints.

8
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To add texture to the towpath and to the 
road, I brushed on a layer of poundshop PVA 
glue, then, while the glue was still wet, 
sprinkled on a layer of Woodland Scenics fine 
sand. Don’t try to put too much on or some 
will not stick.

Once the glue had fully dried on the road 
(give it at least a day to be absolutely sure), 
I then painted it with Woodland Scenics 
Stone Grey paint. I found that two coats 
were needed in order to give a good, solid 
colour to the finish.

11 12

To add the canal side hedges and deeper 
vegetation I used Poly Fibre, which comes as 
a green ball of fibrous material that is an 
excellent product for adding good scenic 
texture to a layout. Tease it out between your 
fingers and fix in place with PVA glue.

13
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I used a selection of Woodland Scenics Fine 
Turfs to make a mixture of green scatter that 
I would sprinkle over the Poly Fibre that 
would represent the hedges and 
undergrowth. Using three colours rather than 
one makes for a much more varied visual 
appearance in the vegetation.

The adhesive I used to fix the scatter material 
on to the Poly Fibre was extra hold hairspray. 
Buy the cheapest you can find in supermarkets; 
it works just as well as the expensive stuff. The 
hairspray leaves globules of adhesive on the 
Poly Fibre but this soon dissipates. Sprinkle on 
the scatter material while the adhesive is wet.

To add weeds along the towpath I dribbled on a 
little Static Tac on both sides of the path. Then I 
brushed the adhesive along the edges of the 
path – only a thin layer of adhesive is needed to 
attract a lot of static grass fibres.

I repainted the base of the canal with Olive 
Drab Water Undercoat by Woodland Scenics 
after I looked at pictures I had taken at the 
Grand Union Canal. The water was definitely 
not blue!

14

17

15

18

I used a piece of Woodland Scenics Dust 
Dabber to finally remove the final stray grass 
fibres and other debris before I poured in the 
water. The material also works well for 
removing dust from any models.

Rather than pour on clear water fluid I 
intended to pour on a murky colour to look 
more realistic, which I did by mixing a few 
drops of the Woodland Scenics Murky Water 
Tints in with Deluxe Materials Aqua Magic.

I decided that I had not made my water fluid 
murky enough. I did not want to be able to 
see the bottom of the canal through it, so I 
added a few more drops of Murky Water Tint 
and again gently stirred it into the mixture 
before pouring it on.

After ensuring the base was free of dust and 
debris I slowly poured on the mixed water fluid 
allowing it to find its own level dragging it to the 
sides of the canal with a plastic stirrer. Always 
seal the ends of a river with masking tape to 
prevent Aqua Magic running off the edge.

20

23

21

24

When I make hedges I try to use at least two 
different sized scatter materials because this 
does provide a better visual impression of 
individual leaves. So, once the Fine Turf 
mixture was fully dried on the Poly Fibre (after 
several hours) I used Scenic Express Super 
Leaf on top of more squirted on hairspray.

I again used a flexible grit board to smooth 
any imperfections in the base of the canal. I 
then used a damp piece of kitchen roll to 
remove any dust in the canal before pouring 
on any water.

16

19

With the Aqua Magic in the mixing pot 
I dropped in a few drops of Murky Water Tint. 
Use less of the tint rather than more as it 
quickly adds colour to the water fluid. I slowly 
stirred in the Murky Water Tint with a wooden 
coffee stirrer. Go gentle because the more 
vigorously you stir the more bubbles you’ll get.

I used a Woodland Scenics Foam Nail to ‘pop’ 
the larger bubbles in the canal. It is hard to get 
rid of all bubbles but many dispersed overnight. 
Use thin layers of Aqua Magic on a riverbed to a 
maximum depth of 2-3mm. Aqua Magic stays 
workable for around 15 minutes after pouring.

22

25

Next month: Peter reveals how he built 

a narrowboat for his canal scene.



HORNBY

R2917 2800 Class BR ......£103.99

R3233 LNER D16  ............£100.95

R3235 British Railways D16

.........................................£100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early...........£116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late ...........£116.95

R3333 BR Early Adams.....£107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .....£107.95

R3411 SR S15 .................£125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ....... £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45

R3422  Adams SR.............£109.45

R3423 Adams BR ............£109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 ...........£125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .........£127.95

R3586 BR Schools Class ....£75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ...............£76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary 

Gold Plate Edition  .£183.99

R3621 LNER J36 .............£125.75

R3622 BR J36 .................£125.75

R3631 BR H Class............£116.95

R3632 BR Merchant Navy BR blue

.........................................£161.99

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class

.........................................£152.95

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .£151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess........£184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ..........£184.00

R3727 LMS PUG ................£63.00

R3728 BR PUG ..................£63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .................£98.99

R3781 K&ESR Terrier .........£80.75

R3830 Class A2/2  

 Cock o’ the North ..£170.99

R3832 LNER A2/3 Edward 

 Thompson  ...........£171.00

R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire

.........................................£171.00

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.12.21. 

You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 

• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 

• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 

• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 

01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.
R3857 LMS Coronation ....£170.99

R3866 Sir Winston Churchil

.........................................£197.99

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies  

 Galore set ............ £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .£178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .£124.45

R2986 Date with the Duchy

.........................................£179.90

R3299 1945 Going Home .£259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack

.........................................£184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack

.........................................£263.99

R3671 K1 Freight pack .....£128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3373  Class 71 BR Green  

w/panel ................£134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ..£134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green £134.95 

R3262 Class 31 DCR .......£142.45

R3473 Class 56 ...............£135.99

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ........£79.45

R3580 BR Class 87 ..........£139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ 

Intercity ................£139.25

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ......£144.00

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars ..£71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ......£71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn

...........................................£71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ..£153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania

...........................................£98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ........£76.50

R3760 Class 59 GBRf ........£67.99

R3884 Cl 60 DB  

 Cargo 60100 ........£161.99

R3885  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062

.........................................£161.99

R3901  Cl 60 Colas ...........£161.99

R3886  Cl 66 DRS ...............£66.95

R3911 GBRf Class 73 ....... £65.65 

R3920   Cl 66 Malcolm ........£66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ....£66.95

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ...............£2.50 

R207 Track Fixing Pins .......£3.25

R600 Straight ....................£2.15

R601 Double Straight .........£1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius.......£2.55

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .........£2.15

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ..........£2.55

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R610 Short Straight ............£1.65

R614 LH Diamond Crossing

...........................................£13.95

R615 RH Diamond Crossing

...........................................£13.95

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ......£3.95

R618 Double Isolating Rail ..£9.90

R620 Railer Uncoupler ........£6.95

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ...£2.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ..£2.25

R8072 LH Point .................£11.85

R8073 RH Point .................£11.85

R8074 LH Curved Point ......£18.85

R8075 RH Curved Point ......£18.85

R8076 Y Point ....................£13.90

R8077 LH Express Point .....£18.85

R8078 RH Express Point .....£18.85

R8261 4th Radius Curve ......£2.80

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ..............£16.20

R169 Junction Home Signal

...........................................£16.85

R170 Junction Distant Signal

...........................................£16.85

R171 Single Home Signal .£12.90

R172 Single Distant Signal £12.90

R189 Single Brick Bridge ..£12.80

R406 Colour Light Signal ....£9.90

R574 Trackside Accessories

...........................................£14.90

R626 Point Underlay ...........£6.90

R636 Double Level Crossing

...........................................£28.80

R638 Track Underlay ........£15.85

R645 Single Level Crossing

...........................................£18.85

R658 Inclined Pier Set ........£9.90 

R659 High Level Pier Set ....£8.10

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform .......£4.00

R462 Large Curve Platform £4.00

R463 Small Curve Platform .£4.00

R464 Platform Ramp ..........£3.00

R510 Platform Shelter ......£14.85

R8003 Water Tower ............£14.85

R8007 Booking Hall ............£26.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ............£10.75

R046 Two Way Switch ......£10.75

R047 On/Off Switch .........£10.75

R602 Power Connecting Clip

.............................................£2.80

R8014 Point Motor ...............£9.45

R8015 Point Motor Housing ..£6.60

Hornby TTS sound decoders .£37.80

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest

...........................................£94.99

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER

.........................................£110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ..............£135.95

31-088 BR Black Earl ........£118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ...£118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered

.........................................£102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ........£115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..........£127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .....£81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ....£81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early ..£106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ............£93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .....£101.95

31-481 Class G2A  

 BR Early .............. £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late ...........£110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR  

Black Weathered .....£93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul

.........................................£135.95

31-932 DC BR Compound  £127.75

31-932 BR Early Compound

.........................................£169.95

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest

.........................................£112.88

31-933A BR Late Compound 

.........................................£169.95

31-934 LMS Compound ....£182.70 

32-178A LMS Crab ...........£123.20

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank....£101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ......£101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank ....... £101.95 

E85007 SR Class 02 ..........£127.45

E85008 SR Class 02 ..........£127.45

E85009 BR Class 02 ..........£127.45

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E84005  Class 58 Railfreight 

redstripe ...............£157.20

E84006  Class 58 Railfreight Coal 

sector ...................£157.20

E84007 Class 58 Mainline .£157.20

E84008  Class 58 EWS weathered

 ............................£157.20

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight 

weathered ............£152.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ...£152.95

32-416 Cl24 BR Blue ........£152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ..£127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley  

 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley 

 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley  

 Green  ....................£76.45

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey ..£131.70

35-527  Cl 121 Network  

 Southeast .............£131.70 

35-357 BR Class 20 Rft .....£152.95 

31-491 4-BEP Blue/Grey  ..£424.95

31-490 4-BEP Green .........£424.95

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel ..£92.45

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean  

 Goods .....................£88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods 

w.snowplough ..£94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent

...........................................£84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR ........£84.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19 £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William 

Penn  ...................£106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early ........£122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late .........£122.45

LARGE RANGE  
OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 
MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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NewsKnow your stuff

Keep up to date 

with Model Rail 

News online.

A convincing timber foot crossing is 

an essential feature for many railway 

situations, especially depots and some 

stations. These laser-cut wood components 

make the task so much easier.

Paul  
Chancellor

Paul is the proprietor 
of the well-known 

railway photographic 
archive Colour Rail.

George Dent
MR’s editor and chief 

model maker can offer 
advice on almost any 

subject. 

Chris Nevard
MR’s ace 

photographer has a 
sharp eye for detail, 
both in front of and 

behind the lens.

Dave Lowery
Professional model 
maker who’s been 

there, done that and 
got the T-shirt!

This is where our team of experienced modellers answer 
YOUR questions. Email your queries about railways – real or 
model – to modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk

George says: The materials for the 

sleeper crossing came courtesy of a 

laser-cut wood kit from Scale Model 

Scenery. There are a couple of 

different packs available, but I opted 

for the ‘weathered’ version, which 

features a much greater degree of 

surface grain texture, along with 

chair bolt holes. Rendered as two 

strips of sleepers, they can be easily 

cut into individual members and 

each pack provides enough material 

to create a continuous crossing of 

184mm in length.

Each sleeper is 29.8mm long by 

2.8mm wide, matching Peco and 

other brands of finescale ‘OO’ track 

closely. I used DCCconcepts Legacy 

track on this diorama and the 

wooden sleepers match those below 

the rails closely, in terms of 

proportions, which can be important 

for a convincing overall effect.

Cutting the sleepers into individual 

components made laying them over 

the uneven ballast easier and gave 

the crossing a slightly haphazard 

appearance, which suited the nature 

of the run-down depot scene. A little 

trimming was necessary to 

I found last month’s 

depot feature really 

interesting. Can I ask 

how George created the 

sleeper crossing on his layout. Is it 

real wood? 

Brian Keanan, by email

INSTALL 
A SLEEPER 
CROSSING

HOW TO 

◆◆ Product: LX184-OO 
Weathered sleeper barrow/
foot crossing kit  Price: £5.99 
Availability: Scale Model 
Scenery  
Tel: 01530 456952 
Web: www.
scalemodelscenery.co.uk

TOOLS
◆◆ Sharp craft knife

◆◆ PVA glue

◆◆ Ballast Bond adhesive

◆◆ Soft, flat paintbrush

What George used

After cutting the laser-cut sleepers into 

short – or individual – sections, they 

can be given an aged appearance by 

dipping in a dark wood stain or 

enamel weathering wash. Absorb the 

excess on a sheet of tissue and allow 

to dry overnight.

1

STEP
BY

STEP

After the track has been ballasted, 

painted and weathered, the timbers can 

be glued into position. PVA or contact 

adhesive is suitable or, for impatient 

modellers like me, a gel-type 

cyanoacrylate glue will secure the 

timbers in minutes.

2

compensate for the slight curvature 

in the tracks, but installation was 

otherwise simple. 

I find it best to install crossing 

timbers after the track has been 

ballasted, painted and weathered. 

Furthermore, staining the laser-cut 

wood parts before fixing them in 

place is also recommended. This 

ensures that the stain will be 

absorbed by the wood without 

hindrance from adhesives, giving the 

timbers a suitably aged appearance. 

Once secured in position, I added 

some extra ballast to bed the timbers 

into the scene. 
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KNOW YOUR STUFF

Buffing good stops
What buffer stops were 

used on last month’s 

depot diorama? 

Paul Breeze, by email

George says: The ‘stops’ were 

created using Peco’s excellent new 

bullhead rail buffer stops (ref. 

SL-1140). Supplied in twin-packs, 

they consist of injection-moulded 

plastic components that simply 

clip to Code 75 rails. A choice of 

buffer rails is provided, to allow for 

the spacing of either ‘OO’ or ‘EM/

P4’ track gauges. 

Before the glue sets, double check that 
there’s enough clearance for wheel flanges 
to negotiate the crossing. The timbers 
should also sit below rail height to avoid 
causing an obstruction to any chassis or 
bogie fittings.

The crossing can then bedded-in to the scene 
by sprinkling ballast around the edges, using 
a brush to form the loose material into a neat 
shoulder. After moistening the new ballast 
with a few drops of rubbing alcohol, Ballast 
Bond adhesive was applied.

With the glue fully dry, the crossing and 
fresh ballast can be weathered with acrylic 
paints. Application was via the dry-
brushing method, using a soft flat brush 
and minimal paint, which produces a 
subtle effect.

4 5

The buffer rails and integrally 

moulded lamps were then dry-

brushed with an off-white shade of 

acrylic paint, applied with a flat brush. 

The lamp lenses were then touched in 

with a bright shade of red acrylic.

The ‘stops’ were installed before 

ballasting the track and were secured 

with a few drops of cyanoacrylate 

glue. Painted in situ with a mix of matt 

red oxide, brown and black aerosol 

paints, the aim was to blend them 

seamlessly with the grimy track.

3

With pre-formed 

chair bolt holes 

and convincing 

surface texture, 

Scale Model 

Scenery’s crossing 

kit parts really 

look the part.
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 KNOW YOUR… LIVERIES
PART 1: IN THE BEGINNING

Paul Chancellor kicks off a new series with a look at the 
colour schemes inherited by the nascent British Railways.

Welcome to the first of a new series looking at 

the liveries applied to both steam and modern 

traction from 1948 to the present day. Many 

modellers strive to recreate a particular 

operating period and in that respect the livery 

applied to the motive power is critical. 

Perhaps a definition of what this series will 

consider as a livery variation should be stated: 

it being the basic paint scheme applied, but 

also including the numbering, logos, shed 

plates and stickers, nameplates and 

modifications which affect the livery; the prime 

example of the latter being the replacement of 

headcode panels by marker and headlights.

There have been periods when liveries have 

been stable, but other times where it seemed 

the permutations were endless. The birth of BR, 

the rise of ‘modern’ traction and the transition 

from green to blue and, more recently, the 

explosion of liveries that have come with 

privatisation, are particularly challenging.  

It may be helpful to start by looking at the 

situation at the birth of British Railways, on 

January 1, 1948. On that day, BR inherited a 

plethora of existing liveries and some of them 

survived untouched even into the 1950s. 

Above: Mixed traffic types, such as the ‘43XX’ and ‘5101’ 

classes reverted to green after the war, with other 

classes remaining black. Upon repainting, each received 

the GWR lettering on the tender or tank sides, such as 

seen on No. 5414 at West Ruislip. It should be noted 

that some engines retained the ‘shirt button’ logo right 

through to 1948. R. OAKLEY/COLOUR RAIL

Right: The Southern Railway had employed various 

shades of green for its passenger locomotives over the 

years but, with the arrival of Oliver Bulleid, Malachite 

green was the chosen shade and is seen here applied 

to ‘Merchant Navy’ No. 21C12. The Southern was alone 

in using an alphanumeric numbering system, although 

this was only applied to Bulleid locomotives. The 

lettering style applied was known as ‘Sunshine’ by 

enthusiasts. All freight types were painted black, with 

recent repaints also carrying the ‘Sunshine’ lettering, 

although many remained in the previous style in 1948. 

P. HUGHES/COLOUR RAIL

The Great Western Railway had made extensive use of 

green as its primary livery colour for many years, with 

only the most menial of engines painted black. During 

the war years, however, black had been applied to many 

freight and shunting engines. Prior to the war, the ‘shirt 

button’ logo had been applied but this was replaced on 

express passenger engines by the letters G and W either 

side of the Great Western coat of arms, always on green 

paint. This scheme can be discerned on ‘Castle’ No. 5054. 

All engines carried a number painted on the front 

bufferbeam. P. HUGHES/COLOUR RAIL
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Pre-war, the LMS had employed maroon and blue on 

some express engines, but unlined black was applied 

universally on repaints during the war years in the 

style seen here on Stanier ‘5MT’ No. 4986 which is 

unusually paired with a self-weighing tender. Unlike 

the other three companies, the traditional LMS colours 

did not generally reappear after the war, with express 

passenger types receiving what was described as 

LNWR lined black. P. HUGHES/COLOUR RAIL

Above: The LNER was alone in having three distinct liveries in 

use before the Second World War. Garter blue with red wheels, as 

applied to certain ‘A4s’, was perhaps the most distinctive of all the 

constituent company colours. However, the war years meant  the 

‘A4s’ were repainted in plain black. Garter blue made a comeback 

after the war, as seen here on work-stained No. 11 at Newcastle. 

P. HUGHES/COLOUR RAIL

Below: Apple green re-emerged post-1945 on some LNER passenger 

locomotives, as well as certain tank engines (although pure freight 

locomotives were plain black). One recipient was ‘J71’ No. 8286, seen 

ex-works at Darlington in 1947. C. HERBERT/COLOUR RAIL

Below: An exception to lined black on the LMS is revealed by ‘Jubilee’ No. 5594 which received 

the traditional LMS red in post-war years. Seen here approaching York in 1949, with no 

sign of British Railways ownership, despite more than 12 months having elapsed since its 

establishment. E. SANDERSON/COLOUR RAIL

Above: One other paint scheme of note was that of the War Department. The story of the WDs 

is complex, with some joining the LNER fleet before 1948 and others being loaned to various 

users, while others were stored around the UK after returning from foreign climes. Ex-WD 

No. 73783 is seen here, which ended up as BR No. 90759. P. HUGHES/COLOUR RAIL
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DAVE LOWERY’S TOP TIPS

THINKING AHEAD.
The current trend of going over to 

digital control is, in my opinion, a 

no brainer. Why would you not choose 

to open the Pandora’s box of lights, 

sounds, working pantographs, and all 

the other potential goodies that the 

digital world offers? In fact, if you can 

think of it, DCC can now do it. And 

imagine what further treats are in 

store for the coming years, as 

developments continue apace.

This raises the issue of retrofitting 

certain features to existing models, 

which may not be easily modified. 

Kit-built locomotives are a prime 

example. Indeed, I’ve recently found 

that making allowance for the future 

fitting of working accessories – if not 

straight away, but at a later date – is 

especially important when building 

new models.

I’m currently working my way 

through a friend’s bucket list of Isle 

of Wight locomotives and coaches, 

including Connoisseur Models’ 

excellent kit for the Class 02 0-4-4T. 

The intended method of 

construction allows you to solder the 

smokebox wrapper around two 

formers, which are held apart by a 

brass box section. This makes it all 

nice and sturdy and offers an excellent 

means of assembling this reasonably 

complex element.

There is a central hole in both the 

formers, through which a No. 11 drill 

fits, thus helping to ensure perfect 

alignment. Now, the problem is how to 

retain this method of construction, 

while allowing for it to be removed 

after construction, so that a DCC 

smoke unit can be fitted. After all, it is 

a steam locomotive!

Using a slitting disc, I’ve cut both the 

inner formers of the smokebox and 

boiler, but added solder joints to retain 

the fabric of the formers. The 

smokebox was then soldered to the 

boiler using the No. 11 drill bit to help 

align both units. Then, once happy that 

all is square, the solder joints can be 

heated up and the formers removed.

A small amount of fettling with a file 

will provide enough space in the 

smokebox to allow a smoke 

generating unit to be fitted.

Using a No. 11 drill, the smokebox 

and boiler can be aligned and test-

fitted to the footplate.

Using a slitting disc in a miniature power drill 

(don’t forget to wear eye protection), a series 

of cuts were made into the inner smokebox 

former, just big enough to give clearance for the 

intended smoke unit.

After each cut was made, a solder tack joint 

was added to hold the parts in place. This also 

helped to retain structural integrity and avoid any 

distortion of the smokebox assembly.

The same approach was followed on the boiler 

end former.

Once the boiler and smokebox are soldered 

together, gently heat the formers with a mini 

blowtorch to melt the tacked bonds and release the 

waste material. The roughly cut edges can then be 

tidied up with files, finalising the size of the aperture 

to provide a snug fit for the smoke generator.
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I enjoyed reading George’s feature 
on fitting scale three-link couplings 
(MR290) and thought I’d offer a 
couple of additional tips which 
readers might find useful.
John Burgess, by email

READERS TIP – 

MAGNETIC LINKS

I find using a hook for coupling up (as George 

suggested) a bit fiddly, so I fitted a magnetic 

link (Smiths part No. LP3) as the end link on 

each coupling. This allows me to pick it up 

with the end of a fine screwdriver. As soon 

as the link engages over the hook, move 

your coupling tool sideways a little and the 

magnetic link detaches easily.CONCEALING POINT  
SWITCHES/CONTROL PANEL 

I don’t have room for a 

separate control panel on my 

micro layout and wondered if 

you had any tips for concealing 

a bank of switches for point motors and 

isolation breaks.

Eddie Harrison, by email

Chris Nevard says: On ‘Greenock Princes 

Pier’, a ‘OO’ layout I built earlier this year 

(MR288), I hid the point control toggle 

switches inside one of the depot outbuildings. 

The rear wall of the building was made so 

that it could be pulled away and a tiny track 

plan was printed on the inner wall, revealing 

which switch operated which point. A set of 

tiny micro magnets held the wall in place and 

a discreet wire handle was added to make it 

easy to remove.

THREE CAMEO IDEAS FOR YOUR LAYOUT

1

This perplexed worker is clearly wondering 

what to do with this little spaniel. What is he 

doing hanging around the railway depot? 

Much of this might be deemed to be scrap 

now, but those numberplates and chimneys 

will one day be worth a pretty penny!

2 3

Industrial archaeologists would be 

fascinated by this ruined engine house 

which is slowly returning to nature.

Nothing beats the look of scale couplings. 

By coupling up with the middle section of 

a three-link coupling, a more realistic gap 

between vehicles can be attained – but check 

that your layout’s curves and points can 

accommodate this! All: JOHN BURGESS

‘Pawson’s Yard’ ’Kemys Fawr Junction Shed’ ’Andrew Dyke’

I often couple up using the middle of the 

three links, for a more realistic, close-coupled 

appearance. Pull a couple of wagons slowly 

by hand through your tightest radius curves 

to check if this is suitable for your layout. If the 

wagons are too close, it’ll lead to derailments. 

Longer wagons usually need to use the end 

links; short wheelbase twin-axle wagons just 

about cope with shorter couplings.
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Well worth 

waiting for
Despite modelling from a young age, this eye-catching GWR station layout 
is the first that Matt Haynes has actually completed. It’s a first class debut.

Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard

What 
makes this 
layout great?

This is one of those layouts that you can place before you know anything about it, and that’s not always an easy thing to do. Matt has done a great job of setting the scene, making it feel like the West Country, and placing the track within the landscape rather than building the landscape around the 
railway.   

“

”
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT WALSHAM ST HELENS

quick couple of questions for you. How 

many modelling projects have you 

started? And how many of those projects 

have you finished? For some, the number 

might be the same for each answer, but starting a 

project and not finishing it is quite common in railway 

modelling. At the start of the first lockdown, Matt 

Haynes decided that enough was enough and that his 

‘Walsham St Helens’ layout would be the first project 

he’d complete. Furthermore, it would be one to make 

his late father proud.

“We used to make a lot of models when I was 

growing up but nothing was ever finished as my 

A
father would constantly change his mind. We’d be 

part way through a ‘roundy roundy’ ‘OO’ gauge 

project filling the entire garage, and then he would 

want to change to an EM gauge ‘end to end’ layout, 

and then when we were part way through that he’d 

decide he wanted to build something in ‘O’ gauge 

around the garden! As a teenager at the time I wasn’t 

as keen as perhaps he would have liked me to be, but 

I’ve come back into modelling much more as I’ve got 

older and have produced something which I hope 

he’d smile at.”

Despite growing up in Leicester, Matt has always 

had a love and fascination with the Great Western 

The name ‘Walsham 

St Helens’ has come from 

an amalgamation of Matt’s 

wife’s maiden name and 

first name.

2
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The signal box is a Bachmann resin model 
which Matt has repainted in GWR light and dark 
stone shades.

The bridge is a Wills kit which was for a brick bridge 
but Matt has repainted it to look like stone.

The cattle docks were the first thing that Matt 
completed. The Ratio kit was assembled, painted 
and weathered before the track was even laid.  

1

2

3

things we like3
3
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Railway, which he puts down to his holidays in 

Devon, and has a particular fondness for Prairies 

and Panniers, both of which feature prominently at 

‘Walsham St Helens’. Matt had been building a few 

bits and pieces prior to the start of the layout, but it 

was when his father-in-law offered him some spare 

shelving that the layout took off. 

“I was given a 6ft 6in by 1ft shelf which was the 

perfect size for me. The only insistence I had was 

that I wanted to be able to bring a two-coach train 

into the station and run around it. With the track 

placed in situ, I discovered I could have a 4ft 4in 

scenic section and a 2ft 2in fiddleyard which just 

about gives me enough space for the locomotives 

I want. I do have to be very precise with the 

movements but I can just about fit a ‘Manor’ into the 

locomotive release.”

Built entirely from the imagination, but based in 

the West Country region of the Great Western 

Railway, ‘Walsham St Helens’ is set in the early 

1930s, before the GWR adopted the shirt button logo. 

With a layout of this size and with several points 

present, Matt elected to use live frog points alongside 

his Peco Code 75 rail to maximise the reliability of 

the running.

“This certainly isn’t an express line and the 

movements are going to be at a crawl at best, so 

I didn’t want to risk constant stalling and having to 

bring the hand of God into play. Electronics isn’t my 

strong suit but fortunately my friend Alex Lodge did 

all of the electrics for me, including the polarity 
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switches on the points and the installation of the 

servo motors from Megapoints for the four turnouts 

present at ‘Walsham St Helens’.”

FIRST TIME FOR EVERYTHING
Almost everything that Matt has done on the layout 

he’s done for the first time, but that didn’t stop him 

from diving straight in, even when things didn’t go to 

plan and he had to be brave. 

“On the whole I think I’ve been quite lucky with 

how the layout has turned out. Things just seem to fit 

well with a pleasing balance to the scene, and I’m 

pleased with the level of realism that I’ve achieved 

for a first go. That’s not to say everything went to 

plan, though. One of my coaches was on the wrong 

end of my heavy hands when it came to the 

weathering and I feel I’ve been a bit too generous 

with the powders on a couple of the locomotives and 

the water tower. On the other hand, I’m very happy 

with the buildings and track, where I used a rust pen 

to paint the sides of the rails, as well as heavily 

weathering the ballast with more powder. I learned a 

lot of the weathering techniques from Chris Nevard’s 

articles and am pleased that they work without the 

need for an airbrush; I don’t quite have the 

confidence for that yet!”

Away from the track, Matt’s scenery does a great 

job of setting the scene, although he’s not happy with 

the embankment a few months on.

Even on a small layout it pays to plan ahead. 

For some of us, with numerous layouts under 

our belts, this comes naturally but for some it 

doesn’t, and Matt had one element he left a 

little bit too late to include easily. 

“I fitted the point rodding once everything 

else was in place and it was a 

nightmare. I don’t think I’ve 

ever known anything so 

fiddly! I’m still not 

completely convinced 

that I have all the parts in 

the right order but it 

looks the part and that’s 

good enough for me.”

Always plan ahead 5

6
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Matt needs to be able to 

take the layout out in an 

estate car without having 

to hire a van – another 

reason why it’s been 

restricted to an overall 

length of 6ft 6in. 
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“When I put the scatter material down it was a 

green/brown colour but has faded to a yellow which 

I’m not as keen on. The layout is set in the late 

summer-early autumn so it doesn’t look awful, but 

I think I am likely to redo it at some stage.”

One element that certainly won’t be redone is the 

scratchbuilt item, the platform. Constructed from a 

spare piece of wood and covered in Wills sheets and 

Metcalfe slabs, Matt spent a long time making sure 

that the weathering was spot on and that it looked as 

though it had been exposed to the elements. To avoid 

it all looking too similar, he has also marked out an 

area for a gravel surface, again following Chris 

Nevard’s tutorials.

“Chris is one of these people who seems to be able 

to wave his hand over a layout and instantly make it 

look incredible. I was particularly impressed with 

his ability to make DAS clay look extremely 

convincing as a platform surface in one of his blog 

articles on his website, simply by stippling it with an 

old paintbrush. I attempted the same technique 

before painting it a suitable concrete colour and am 

quite pleased with the results.” 

Like many of us, Matt now has caught the layout 

planner’s bug and often daydreams about future 

layouts, knitting the lines together in his head. 

Taking pride of place on a shelf in his dedicated 

hobby room is a paper and card model of York 

Minster. Matt’s big ambition is to create a layout with 

a model of an abbey or minster on it, but he accepts 

he might need a bit more than a single shelf to be 

able to fulfil that dream! 

All of the painting was done 

with oil paints. Matt wasn’t 

confident painting at first, 

but after having some 

training from professional 

artist and model maker 

David Wright, he’s now 

happy with the results.

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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As well as trying to juggle my job as a teacher, 

father to two young children and modelling, 

I am also a professional musician. In my spare 

time I play the organ, sing in choirs and follow 

football closely – I’m an avid Leicester City 

supporter (and I also have a ‘fondness’ for the 

red half of Manchester).

MODELLER CV:  
MATT HAYNES

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm scale, ‘OO’

Time to build: Five months

Size: 6ft 6in by 1ft

Track: Peco Code 75

Power and control: DC from Bachmann 
controller

FACTFILE: ‘WALSHAM 
ST HELENS’

6ft 6in

10

10

8

5

6

4
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Railway 
RENAISSANCE?

In this month’s Masterplan, Paul A. Lunn explores the 
potential for designing a layout around new, reopened 

or relocated stations.

Masterplan All change
Track plans to get you thinking in three dimensions

Artwork & photography Paul A. Lunn
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he concept of new, reopened and 
relocated stations started way back 
in 1953 at Drumry, on the Glasgow, 
Dumbarton and Helensburgh 

Railway, which was built to serve two nearby 
post-war housing schemes. I was too young to 
know anything about such activity at the time 
and too far away for it to be of any interest. 

But fast-forward to 1967 and similar 
changes were taking place on my doorstep. 
I remember being unimpressed by the steel 
and concrete ‘monstrosity’ of New Pudsey 
(main image), a BR-funded station on the 

T
Bradford to Leeds line, replacing Stanningley 
station, half a mile away.

Since those early days, hundreds of ‘new’ 
stations have risen up to serve particular needs 
and these give us inspiration, either to liven up 
an existing layout or to form the basis for a 
layout. For example, you could add something 
near a fiddleyard on a terminus-to-fiddleyard 
‘U’ shape layout. Alternatively, you could 
rebuild an existing station on your layout, 
build a new facility close to an existing station, 
or undertake an entirely new layout based on 
station resurgence.  

➤

Whichever 
time period 

you model, your 
staff and vehicles 
will need to look 
appropriate and as 
such it’s worth 
bearing in mind that 
station projects of 
all kinds, other than 
heritage railways, 
would be in the 
hands of the 
following;

◆ 1948 to 1993 
British Railways/
British Rail

◆ 1994 to 2002 
Railtrack

◆ 2002 to date 
Network Rail

TOP 

TIP
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Masterplan All change

MELKSHAM
The sketch above shows 
Melksham in 1981. My 
annotated thoughts 
about how the scene 
might be replicated are 
now a little dated. That 
said, much remains the 
same today and 
availability for all rolling 
stock and scenic 
components is good.

Melksham station, on 
the Chippenham-
Trowbridge line, had 
closed from April 18 
1966 after which the line 
was singled, but it was 
reopened by BR in 1985, 
initially on an 
experimental basis. 
Indeed, the new platform 
could originally 
accommodate just a 
single carriage length, 

Here’s the prototype 
track plan, not to scale, 
but as it existed at the 
time of my survey in 
1981. The arrangement 
is on a sweeping curve 
and fits neatly between 
two bridges, one at 
each end, for scenic 
containment. This is 

Key to Plan

1. To Chippenham
2. Overbridge
3. Grit bin
4. Headshunt buffer stops
5. Single slip
6. Factory area
7. Stone yard
8. Ex-goods shed
9. Station platform, was very 
short and extended in 2018
10. Workshop/storage
11. Bridge carrying A365
12. To Trowbridge

although this was 
extended in 2018. 

For me, this is a 
perfect example of a 
reopened station, due to 
the added interest of 
freight, both passing and 
servicing various sidings 
close to the station. Up 
to the 1980s, a rail-
served Shell oil terminal 
was in operation, run 
originally by Jack Dean 
Oils and after by Hartwell 
Oils. Foster Yeoman also 
operated an aggregate 
railhead in the old 
goodsyard, with 
unloading facilities for 
stone from Merehead 
Quarry for onward 
transport by road.

Also, Wiltshire Farmers 
had a private siding, 

beyond the A365 bridge 
in the direction of 
Trowbridge (behind the 
photographer in the 
image above), used for 
the delivery of bagged 
fertiliser. This site 
continued in use well into 

the 1980s. In addition to 
other freight flows, such 
as Freightliner 
intermodal services, the 
location also has plenty 
of potential for diverted 
Paddington-Taunton (via 
Westbury) and Taunton-

Bath (via Bristol) services, 
during engineering 
works. 

MELKSHAM – ADVANCED LEVEL
how the location 
appeared just before 
reinstatement of 
passenger services, 
with the main line 
carrying on to the right 
towards Trowbridge, 
while the former Down 
line above has been 
slewed into the 

Wiltshire Farmers siding 
(not shown in full).  

I’m not sure exactly 
what happened to the 
track layout when the 
station reopened in 
1985. I’m assuming that 
the main line, at 12, was 
slewed over to meet the 
new platform. 

Alternatively, points may 
have been added. 
Hopefully, a reader 
knows the answer and 
can share that with us. 
Since the closure of the 
various sidings and 
terminals, the line today 
is a simple single track 
through the station.

The original Brunel station 

at Melksham is captured 

in the late 1960s after 

closure. It was subsequently 

demolished. CHRIS LEIGH 
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CASE STUDY CORWEN CENTRAL

Left and above: These images show the new Corwen Central 

station from both ends. The first, seen from the terminus, fea-

tures redundant columns from Blackfriars Station and the sec-

ond, taken from the station throat, shows a new water tower.

Above: And so, the scene is finally starting to take shape, hopefully ready for next year’s 

services. This is a lovely composition, and who would know the lamp hut is covering a 

water bore hole?  It’s attention to detail that makes this an outstanding railway. My thanks 

go to Peter Neve and trustee Bob Creasey.

Above and right: The upper section of the signal box is from 

Weston Rhyn; it’s been a complex build on three floors.  

Below: Where possible, Llangollen has used recycled materials. 

The platform edging slabs on this side came from Bala Junction 

Station; those on the other face came courtesy of Network Rail.  

I was fortunate enough to be a guest at the Llangollen Railway recently and, 
like other preserved railways, they’re currently constructing a new terminus 
at the western end of the line, at Corwen. It will eventually replace the 
previous station, which has already been partially demolished.  
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MELKSHAM – ENTRY LEVEL 
Using Peco Setrack, it’s possible to condense the 
scenic section into approximately 7ft by 3ft, adding 
non-scenic second radius curves at each end making  
overall length around 10ft. I anticipate a fiddleyard, 
of several loops, on the opposite side, in an oval 
format, with a central operating well.

Each square on plan represents 1ft in ‘OO’ gauge

ST-200 x 8

ST-201 x 4

ST-203 x 7

ST-204 x 2

ST-227 x 2

ST-225 x 5

Note: Y indicates ST-238
All curves are 2nd radius unless stated otherwise, for example 3 for 3rd radius

Peco Setrack Components

ST-226 x 2

ST-230 x 1

ST-238 x 5

ST-240 x 5

ST-241 x 3

ST-244 x 1

ST-245 x 1

THE CHOICE IS YOURS
I have the 1992 edition of A-Z of Rail Openings, 
published by the Railway Development Society. It’s 
an excellent little booklet, packed with tons of useful 
information including an A-Z list of all locations, a 
chronology of openings, sketch maps and an 
extensive list of proposed openings for the coming 
years. For modellers, it provides us with a goldmine 
of inspirational information that we can follow up, to 
see what might influence our modelling efforts. To 
start you off, here are a few of my favourites, then the 
rest is up to you.

BLAENAU FFESTINIOG CENTRAL was a new-build station, opened in 1982, between 

the old ex-LNWR and ex-GWR stations, as an interchange with the narrow gauge 

Ffestiniog Railway. It offers an ideal subject for a layout based on a new station, steam-

hauled main line charters, nuclear waste trains to Trawsfynydd and, for a short while, 

explosives from Maentwrog Road adding variety to DMU-hauled regular services. 
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    A temporary 

station was erected 

in the old goods yard 

near MAENTWROG 

ROAD, for the 

summer 1989 and 

1990 season, to cater 

for visitors to the 

nearby power station 

and other tourist 

sites but proved 

more popular with 

railway enthusiasts. 

My comments for 

Blaenau Ffestiniog 

also apply here.

LELANT SALTINGS consists of a sectional concrete 

platform with a large park-and-ride facility, for those 

wishing to access the very congested seaside resort of 

St Ives. It opened in 1978, but the park-and-ride facility 

closed in 2019, having been relocated to St Erth.  

     BRADFORD INTERCHANGE was opened in 1973, and 

was a new-build facility, located south of the original 

Bradford Exchange terminus.

     FALMOUTH uses a reclaimed concrete platform from 

Perranporth Beach Halt and was opened in 1970. The 

station was renamed The Dell in 1975 and Falmouth 

Town in 1989.

    The original FRIZINGHALL station, with two parallel platforms, was closed in 1965. 

Its replacement opened in 1987 and boasts staggered platforms set on either side of 

the Frizinghall Road bridge. The northbound platform remains roughly in the same 

position as the original. There’s a great modelling opportunity here to have a mix of the 

old and new together.

    The original ST IVES station was replaced in 1971, the branch cut back and a 

new station built on the former back siding, releasing the old station site for use 

as a car park. The modern platform has since been rebuilt and extended.
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How we test
At Model Rail, we pride ourselves on the quality, 

thoroughness and unbiased nature of our reviews. 

We assess models on their looks, performance, features 

and value for money. We also run them on our own test 

tracks, which feature various gradients and numerous 

challenging track configurations.
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I
t was Pressed Steel (Class 121) 

No. W55021, operating the 

Staines West branch, which 

first fired my interest in 

DMUs and I have had models of 

both Pressed Steel and Gloucester 

cars in various scales since 

I scratchbuilt one from Plastikard 

in the mid-1960s. Having been 

impressed by Dapol’s ‘OO’ models 

of both classes I was eager to get 

my hands on the ‘O’ gauge 

version. I have an unfinished 

kit-built Class 121 and an unpainted 

Tower Brass Class 122, but the 

shortcut of a ready-to-run model 

was simply too tempting! 

Unfortunately, world events 

frustrated that aim for both myself 

and for Dapol, when the container 

bringing these models from China 

was loaded aboard the ill-fated MV 

Ever Given. This was the ship 

which, with 18,000 containers on 

speed whiskers and I have not 

been disappointed. It looks every 

inch a Gloucester RC&W railcar. 

The shape is good and the model 

bristles with detail. The cab at the 

brake end has the original-style 

exhaust pipes which meet above 

the destination box and exhaust 

through a single, boxy, outlet. The 

sharp bends in these pipes soon 

developed ‘blows’ and were 

replaced by a pair of individual 

pipes which will doubtless be a 

feature of models in later liveries.

The two-character headcode 

panels and destination boxes are 

individually lit, these plus the 

marker lights, cab and interior 

lights being controlled by a bank 

of four micro-switches on the 

underside of the chassis. DCC 

users can control these functions 

remotely, of course. The two 

character headcode frame can be 

board, became grounded in the 

Suez Canal and was then 

impounded in Egypt, delaying its 

deliveries by eight months.

My Dapol model was obtained 

from Hattons and is certainly none 

the worse for its stay in the Middle 

East. The first impression, even 

before opening the box, is that this 

is a heavy model. Indeed, it feels 

more like one of Heljan’s larger 

diesel locomotives than a Dapol 

railcar, weighing in at well over 3lb. 

This substantial amount of weight 

within a moulded plastic body 

means that the model is suscepti-

ble to damage unless treated with 

care. For that reason it is rigidly 

mounted to a Perspex baseplate 

by two screws through mounting 

posts into the metal chassis. This 

and the firm foam rubber packing 

hold the model securely in place 

within a substantial card box. 

It takes just moments with a 

crosshead screwdriver to release 

the railcar from the base. 

However, the mounting posts are 

positioned where the battery 

boxes should be on the chassis 

and the battery boxes are in one 

of the two detail packs. They are a 

simple press-fit into their locating 

points on the chassis. As with any 

highly detailed plastic model, it 

needs to be handled carefully, 

gripping it low down at floor level 

and supporting it underneath. 

Avoid gripping the upper body 

and the window area as this is 

likely to cause damage. 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
Impressive. That is the only 

description for my first sight of this 

model. I had no doubt in my mind 

that I wanted the original light 

green version with the so-called 

Dapol Gloucester 
RC&W diesel railcar 
(Class 122)
◆ GAUGE ‘O’  ◆ MODEL Dapol Class 122 railcar  ◆ PRICE £263.00 analog, £289.00 DCC‑fitted, £439.00 DCC sound  ◆ AVAILABILITY Dapol stockists or www.dapol.co.uk
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The clear, prism-free glazing.

The high-quality finish.

The underframe and 
engine detail.

 Bodyside detail 
is remarkably 

refined, with door 
and window 

shapes looking 
spot on 

On test, the railcar was very 
quiet in operation and once 
the lubrication was revived 
it settled to much-improved 
running as it lapped Dave 
Lowery’s layout. Inevitably, 
with self-contained motor 
bogies, the gearing is a 
little on the high side but 

once run in, smooth starts 
and stops proved easy 
enough, and the model is 
pleasingly quiet in 
operation. Indeed, it is 
another of those ‘O’ gauge 
models from which the 
loudest noise is the realistic 
click of wheels on rail joints. 

1

2

3

others suffer spelling mistakes, 

including Liskeard (as Liskard) and 

St Erth (as St Earth). 

However, it seems churlish to 

criticise a printed accessory when 

this is such a good model overall, 

and at a really keen price. So let’s 

look at the good stuff. Starting 

with the correct pattern large 

round Oleo buffers. They are 

metal, blackened and sprung. 

The screw couplings and the 

MU connections are already 

fitted, leaving the customer just to 

fit the vacuum pipes, speedome-

ter cable and air hose, which are 

so much easier in ‘O’ than ‘OO’! 

The speedometer cable is a 

flexible connection between one 

axlebox and the solebar. It fits 

neatly behind the cab step and 

does not need glueing. 

The windows are flush-glazed 

with very little prismatic effect 

round the edges, revealing a fully 

detailed interior, with light green 

seats of the correct type. The cabs 

have fully detailed control desks 

and cry out for a driver. If you want 

to fit one, there are four screws 

(two above each bogie) to be 

undone and the body lifts off. 

I found myself itching to add a 

things 
we like
3

popped out with a knife blade 

carefully inserted under the 

corners. This allows the waters-

lide decal letter and number code 

to be applied from behind the 

glazed panel. 

Unfortunately the destination 

box does not open in the same 

way and the destination decals 

must be applied to the outside of 

the glazing though, once they are 

in place, this is not obvious.

Two sheets of decals are 

supplied, one for the headcodes 

and the other providing a wide 

range of destinations. A neat little 

owner’s manual booklet is 

included but this makes no 

mention of the decals, nor are they 

marked anywhere as waterslide 

decals. Judging by their appear-

ance, they could equally be 

self-adhesive stickers. I found the 

destination sheet disappointing. It 

is clear from the prototype notes 

in the booklet that too much 

attention has been paid to the 

sketchy history of these units that 

appears on various internet sites. 

The early history is skated over, 

and there are few destinations 

suited to the ‘122s’ in the early light 

green livery or to the early history 

of the ‘121’ at all. A pity as some 

popular and evocative names 

such as Bromyard, Uxbridge Vine 

Street, Kingsbridge and Shrews-

bury could have been included 

instead of the five alternatives for 

Cheltenham. There are, for 

instance, no destinations for the 

London area or Thames Valley 

branches, the nearest being 

Didcot and Oxford. Equally, the 

only west of England destinations 

are in post-Corporate Image upper 

and lower-case lettering, limiting 

branches including St Ives, Looe 

and Newquay to the Regional 

Railways era. So many good 

choices have been missed and 

Performance

driver, a few passengers and the 

almost obligatory single-line train 

staff lying on the desk below the 

centre windscreen. 

Bodyside detail is remarkably 

refined, with door and window 

shapes looking spot on, separately 

fitted door and commode handles 

and handrails. The four cab door 

handrails, which on the real thing 

were hollow and doubled as down-

pipes from the gutter, are also 

separate mouldings and they are 

just a little on the heavy side. 

The bufferbeams carry all the 

correct detail and the underside of 

the railcar has all the components 

– engines, fuel tank, battery boxes, 

exhaust system and final drives 

fully modelled. Dummy, jointed 

cardan shafts link final drives to 

bogies and yet still allow the 

model to operate round 1,038mm 

radius curves. 

ELECTRICS
Both bogies are powered by 

individual motors and gears and 

all eight wheels have phosphor-

bronze wiper pick-ups, so 

smooth operation is ensured 

on starting and across 

pointwork and dead spots. 

A bank of microswitches control 

the various lighting functions, 

although access to three of these, 

including the switch that 
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As British Railways sought to modernise, in the 
mid-1950s, orders were placed for large numbers 
of underfloor-engined diesel multiple-units. 
Generally made up as two-, three-, or four-car 
units these were to replace steam-hauled local 
trains across the system and they were, in many 
ways a modern development of the diesel railcars 
introduced by the GWR in the 1930s/40s.

However, the Western Region was 
unique in that it also had the original 
GWR railcars to replace. These assorted 
35 vehicles were nearing the end of their 
useful lives and some 20 years in traffic 
had exposed their weak points. For 
their replacement 36 Derby-designed 
single-unit railcars were ordered in two 
batches, 20 from Gloucester RC&W and 
the remainder from Pressed Steel. The 
design was a double-cab version of the 
Derby suburban (later Class 116) Motor 
Brake Second. Though with the Pressed 
Steel vehicles being delivered two 
years behind the GRCW cars, the later 
vehicles were able to incorporate the by-now 
obligatory four-character headcode panel in the 
roof dome. 

The railcars were classified Motor Brake 
Second and branded MBS accordingly. The first 
of the Gloucester-built cars appeared in 1958 
and was numbered W55000. Subsequent cars 
took the number series to W55019 and the 
Pressed Steel cars took Nos. W55020-35. These 
railcars were capable of hauling a modest tail-
load and in order that they could be expanded 
for peak-hour services each type was provided with a 
matching, non-powered Driving Trailer Second. In both 
cases, there were fewer driving trailers than there were 
motor brake seconds as many of the services for which they 
were intended would never require a second car. The 10 
Pressed Steel DTS were numbered W56280-9 and the nine 
GRCW driving trailers were Nos. W56291-9. After the initial 
flurry of optimism, the DTS vehicles generally saw little use.

From 1958 the GRCW cars took over the Thames valley 
branches from the GWR railcars which were reallocated 
to Worcester to take over branch line services in the West 
Midlands. Two years later when Pressed Steel cars came 
new to Southall and Reading, the GRCW vehicles went to 
Worcester and the West of England allowing the GWR cars 
to be withdrawn and replacing steam on branches such as 
Brent-Kingsbridge and Churston-Brixham.

Branch line closures in the 1960s reduced the need for 
the single cars and some were used to fill in for defective 
cars in three-car units, while, over time, others were sent far 
afield including to Scotland, some as parcels cars and route 
learning vehicles. Under TOPS the GRCW cars became Class 
122 and the Pressed Steel cars, Class 121. Of the latter, 
the first No. W55020, became something of a celebrity, 
being selected to carry chocolate and cream livery for the 
GWR150 celebrations and later becoming the first to carry 
the livery of the newly created Network SouthEast. 

Among the more unusual routes to be served by the 
single-units, a pair of Class 122s operated a local authority-
sponsored shuttle of 11 trips a day between Kettering 
and Corby between April 1987 and June 1990. Though 
nominally operated by Network SouthEast, the cars retained 
their blue and grey livery with the local authority crests 

Factfile: Gloucester RC&W 
diesel railcar (Class 122)

added. Meanwhile, NSE Class 121s operated the Bedford-
Bletchley service over the truncated remains of the Oxford-
Cambridge line and others appeared on the re-opened 
section of this line between Oxford and Bicester.

Finally, when Chiltern Trains acquired two Class 121s 
for its Princes Risborough-Aylesbury shuttle service, No. 
55020 was given a major overhaul in which the distinctive 
cab-end exhaust pipes were re-routed through the guard’s 
compartment. These two, Nos. 55020/24, were to be the last 
first-generation DMUs to remain in front-line service, being 
withdrawn in May 2017 after 57 years in service. Other cars 
were converted to route learners and sandite cars, while two 
became a ‘rescue train’ for the Severn Tunnel.

1: The official Swindon portrait 

of GRCW (Class 122) railcar 

No. W55000 shows the ‘tidy’ 

end, without the exhaust pipes. 

BR/CJL COLLECTION

2: When new, the railcars attracted 

local press attention. G. Cattley took 

this view at Poyle Halt on Stanwell 

Moor for the Staines & Egham News. 

CJL COLLECTION

3: In the early light green, and clearly 

showing the black outlining 

to cream lining, a Gloucester 

RC&W railcar waits in the bay at 

Wellington (Shropshire) ready 

to work the branch to Much 

Wenlock, which closed in 1962. 

M. MENSING/CJL COLLECTION

4: On a classic branch line 

service, W55011 stands at 

Axminster between workings 

over the much-loved branch line 

to Lyme Regis in summer 1962. 

DAVID ANDERSON

1

2

3

4
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DAPOL GLOUCESTER RC&W DIESEL RAILCAR (CLASS 122)

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:43 SCALE MODEL

Length over buffers 67ft 0in 469mm 466mm
Height 12ft 8in 88.6mm 88mm
Width 9ft 3in 66.6mm 66mm
Wheel diameter  3ft 21mm 21mm
Bogie wheelbase 8ft 6in 60mm 60mm
Wheel back-to-back   29.5mm
 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Screws under body.
Where to oil: Gears, bearings, axles.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Dapol
Ref. No. 7D-015-005
Unit No. W55004
Scale/gauge: 7mm:1ft ‘O’

Body: Plastic
Chassis: Metal/plastic
Weight: 1,467g (3lb 3.7oz)
Min. curve radius: 1,028mm)

MECHANISM

Drive system: Twin motor bogies
Flywheel(s): N/A

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: N/A
Lights: Switched lighting functions

DCC ready: 21-pin
Current consumption
Max. speed: N/A  Stalled: N/A

Traction tyres: No

System 
builder

+

+

PASSENGERS/DRIVER 
Availability: Modelu 
Web: www.modelu3d.co.uk

PARCELS VANS/
HORSEBOXES 
Availability: Slater’s kits

SOUND DECODER
Dapol or DC Kits

Other items to complement 
this model…

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

For the price – exceptional!

PROS 

● Accurate shape.
● Varied lighting functions 

on DC or DCC.
● Imposing weight.

● Mechanism does not 
intrude into interior.

CONS

● Limited selection 
and spelling errors in 
destination transfers, 

otherwise nothing of note.

controls the saloon lighting, 

requires the removal of the 

underframe fuel tank for access.

DCC-fitted and DCC sound-fitted 

models are available, but for those 

who wish to fit their own decoder, 

the Dapol Imperium 3 is recom-

mended. Other third-party fitted 

decoders will, it seems, need to be 

re-programmed, while the earlier 

Imperium 2 decoder will not 

control the saloon lighting. 

Running on analogue control, 

the white lighting takes a moment 

to come on once the railcar starts 

moving but the red rear lights 

illuminate as soon as power is 

applied. On the real DMUs, a red oil 

tail lamp was used on the rear as 

the system of covering the white 

marker light lens with a red slide 

was largely impractical.

FINISHING TOUCHES
Over the years, the Class 122s 

carried various liveries, including 

BR Corporate Image, Regional 

Railways and even one in 

Loadhaul black and orange. 

However, none carried the 

refurbished livery of white with a 

blue stripe and only 55019 wore 

Network SouthEast colours as a 

route learner. They began, 

however, in the light BR DMU 

‘early’ green with cream lining and 

speed whiskers. The cream lining 

was actually outlined in black but 

the black outlining is the only 

element that’s missing from 

Dapol’s top-notch finishing on 

W55004. To be fair, at ¼in in full 

size, the black outline would be 

scarcely visible in ‘O’ gauge. 

More importantly, Dapol has the 

shape of the lining correct where it 

drops down and rises up to skirt 

the end windows. The ‘whiskers’, 

too, are correctly shaped. So many 

preserved units have the lining 

and whiskers incorrect, it is 

refreshing to see it done well on a 

model. The shade of green, too, 

looks pretty close to how 

I remember these railcars before 

the paint started to fade. 

Printing is neat and legible, 

including the numbers, guard’s 

and driver’s door markings and 

the load limit for the guard’s 

compartment. I’m less certain 

about the pre-TOPS data panel 

which has the correct dimensions 

and weight but is missing the MBS 

(Motor Brake Second) lettering. 

Perhaps that omission was 

peculiar to W55004? Certainly at a 

later point in their careers these 

units became DMBS when BR 

added the ‘D’ for ‘Driving’ to 

distinguish vehicles with a cab. 

The lighting looks good 

and being able to switch it off 

to suit personal taste and/or 

realistic practice is a useful 

bonus. I look forward to seeing a 

Pressed Steel Class 121 version in 

due course. (CJL)

6
6
m
m
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I
t’s been a few years since 

Heljan released an 

‘O’ gauge Class 31 in 

original condition, and this 

new raft of Brush Type 2s, in 

refurbished form, will be 

welcomed by those who model 

the post-1980s era. An excellent 

selection of livery options is 

available, across both the ‘31/1’ 

and ‘31/4’ sub-classes, including 

Railfreight grey, Railfreight ‘red 

stripe’, triple grey, ‘Dutch’, RTC 

red/white/blue, InterCity main 

line, Regional Railways, Network 

Rail yellow and the unique 

31466 in EWS red/gold.

Received for review is one of 

the Class 31/4 versions, in typical 

BR Rail Blue livery, complete 

with orange cant rail stripe. 

Most of the models have been 

released unnumbered, as is 

often the way with Heljan’s 

‘O’ gauge diesels, allowing 

modellers to choose their own 

favourite prototypes to model 

(my vote goes to 31400!).

The looks of the Type 2 are 

spot on, with the characterful 

cab fronts and overall 

proportions capturing the 

prototype admirably. Key 

elements of the 1980s 

refurbishment programme 

have been observed, most 

notably the removal of the 

raised waist-level beading 

around the body and the 

bufferbeam cowlings. The 

plated-over front gangway 

doors – with a fine row of 

fastener heads in place – and 

boiler compartment panels 

are correct, and the high 

Heljan refurbished 
Class 31
◆ GAUGE ‘O’  ◆ MODEL Heljan Refurbished Class 31  ◆ PRICE £549.00   ◆ AVAILABILITY Heljan stockists Web www.heljan.co.uk
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 All of the various grilles and louvres are 
impressively rendered, and the open exhaust 

ports are an improvement over the solid 
versions of the earlier ‘31’ 

things off nicely. 

There are a 

couple of areas 

that could be 

improved, as the 

many rooftop 

panel grab handles 

would look better painted 

to match the bodywork and 

there’s a lack of depth to the 

bufferbeams, which should sit a 

little further back in relation to 

the cab fronts. These minor 

visual niggles aside, Heljan 

has done a fantastic job with 

this model.

Under the ‘hood’ is a pair of 

powerful five-pole motors, 

equipped with hefty brass 

flywheels, each powering the 

outer axles of each bogie – just 

like the real thing. Indeed, the 

centre wheel sets are prototypi-

cally smaller than the outer sets, 

which is a subtle, but important 

visual characteristic of the ‘31s’.

The radiator roof grille features 
the longitudinal strengthening 
beams, which allow fitters to 
walk over it safely. The engine 
compartment door panels 
feature realistic definition. 

Heljan usually excels in the 
bufferbeam department, and 
the various pipes, sockets 
and working screw couplings 
are superb, as are the sprung 
Oleo buffers.

The bodysides louvres 
feature crisp mouldings and 
even the hinges and catches 
have been replicated. These 
provide easy access to air filters 
on the real thing.

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

intensity head-

light and electric 

train heating 

hoses and sockets 

add the final 

confirmation that 

this is a ‘refurbed 31/4’. 

All of the various grilles 

and louvres are impressively 

rendered, and the open exhaust 

ports are an improvement over 

the solid versions of the earlier 

‘31’. Fine wire handrails, 

immaculate glazing and a 

top-notch paint job are the icing 

on the cake. The cabs are 

furnished with bulkhead detail 

and control consoles, although 

picking out some of the details 

with appropriate paints would 

give the interiors a boost. The 

crystal-clear glazing (with silver 

strips atop the droplights) 

certainly opens up the inside of 

the cabs, so a good quality 

footplate crew would finish 

There’s no DCC decoder 

socket, but digital installation is 

made easier with the use of 

screw terminals on the main 

circuit board and colour-coded 

wires, plus full instructions in 

the model’s handbook. There’s 

plenty of space within the body 

for a speaker, including within 

the fuel tank, which features 

sound holes in the base. 

A separate motor operates the 

radiator fan and directional 

lighting is installed.

Performance, as we would 

expect from Heljan, is superb. 

The twin motors and flywheels 

provide plenty of power and 

super-smooth running, while the 

working screw couplings are 

easy to operate and the resilient, 

sprung buffers help during 

shunting and propelling manoeu-

vres. The lighting is effective, 

with a realistic glow to the head 

and tail light lenses when lit.

The bufferbeams come pre-fit-

ted with a full complement of 

pipes and hoses and sockets. 

The ETH cables are a push-fit 

into the cab fronts and these 

need to be gently removed to 

allow the bodyshell to lift away 

from the chassis. A small bag 

of extra details is supplied, 
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The first examples of what 
would become the Class 31 
were ordered as part of British 
Railways’ Pilot Scheme in the late 
1950s. Originally powered by a 
Mirrlees diesel engine, the fleet 
suffered from reliability issues 
until a superior English Electric 
powerplant was installed as part 
of a re-engineering programme in 
the 1960s. The Type 2s then went on to enjoy long careers 
as versatile passenger and freight traction, with examples 
soldiering on in frontline service well into the 21st Century.

Featuring an A1A-A1A wheel arrangement, whereby 
only the outer axles of each bogie were powered, the 
six-axle arrangement was necessary to spread out the 
considerable weight of these locomotives. The resulting 
route availability meant that the ‘31s’ could be employed 
across most of the UK network. 
Indeed, although originally 
allocated to the Eastern Region 
from new, the fleet was later 
employed on the London 
Midland and Western Regions in 
considerable numbers. 

In the 1970s there was a 
need for a fleet of dual-braked 
locomotives, with the addition 
of air brake and electric train 
heat (ETH) equipment seeing 
the creation of the Class 31/4 
sub-class. These initial rebuilds 
retained many original exterior 
features and, only during later 
refurbishment programmes in 
the 1980s, did their outward 
appearance begin to differ 
markedly. In an effort to curb 
corrosion, the waist level raised 
beading and bufferbeam 
valances were cut away, while the front gangway 
connections were plated over to reduce draughts in the 
cab. High-intensity headlamps were also installed later in 
the process.

Although the class has had its detractors who would 
cite the relative lack of power and speed in relation to 
their heavy weight, the ‘31s’ were arguably one of the 
main success stories of the early dieselisation era, giving 
many years of service across all manner of different 
traffics and routes. 

1

Factfile: 
Refurbished 
Class 31

2

3

System 
builder

+

+

Mk 1 COACHES
A BR blue Class 31/4 needs a 
short rake of blue/grey Mk 1 
coaches to depict a typical 
secondary passenger working 
of the 1980s era. The new range 
of Lionheart coaches from 
Dapol is excellent.
Price: £199.00 each
Availability: Dapol stockists
Web: www.dapol.co.uk

Mk 2 COACHES
BR Mk 2 and Mk 2a 
non‑air‑conditioned stock 
was also a staple of ‘31/4’ 
hauled trains, particularly 
trans‑Pennine services. Heljan’s 
new Mk 2 range is currently in 
development and available to 
pre‑order.
Price: £279.00 each
Availability: Heljan stockists
Web: www.heljan.co.uk

Mk 1 PARCELS STOCK
Another principal traffic 
associated with refurbished 
Class 31s is parcels and 
newspapers. A rake of BR 
blue Mk 1 GUVs will faithfully 
replicate these services, with 
Heljan offering suitable models.
Price: £215.00 each
Availability: Heljan stockists
Web: www.heljan.co.uk

Other items to complement 
this model…

1: Refurbished Class 31/4 31426 has yet 

to receive a high-intensity headlight 

in this view, captured at Rhyl in June 

1989 while hauling an Inspection 

Saloon. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

2: Before the introduction of Class 158 

DMUs, the Class 31/4 fleet was gain-

fully employed on various trans-Pen-

nine workings from Liverpool and 

Manchester during the late 

1980s-early 1990s. 

One such working 

is seen here, as 

31425 rounds the 

curve at Chinley 

East Junction, 

heading towards 

Sheffield via the 

Hope Valley, August 

1984. RAIL PHOTO-

PRINTS

3: The refurbishment 

programme was 

also rolled out to 

members of the 

Class 31/1 fleet, 

including 31180 

and 31294, seen 

approaching Peak 

Forest with empty ICI 

hoppers bound for 

Tunstead in July 1991. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Heljan refurbished Class 31 – 
in detail
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HELJAN REFURBISHED CLASS 31

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:43:5 SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 56ft 9in 398mm 400mm
Height 12ft 7in 88mm 89mm
Width 8ft 9in 61.3mm 62mm
Wheel diameter (powered) 3ft 7in 24.9mm 25mm
Wheel diameter (unpowered) 3ft 3½in 23mm 23mm
Bogie wheelbase 14ft 98.2mm 98mm
 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis. 
Where to oil: Axle bearings and gears.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Heljan
Ref. No. 3140
Unit No. N/A
Scale/gauge: 1:43.5 scale, ‘O’ gauge
Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts
Weight: 2.3kg
Min. curve radius: 800mm
Wheel back-to-back: 
29.2mm-30.6mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Vertically mounted 
motor on each bogie, drives outer 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Twin five-pole motors

Lights: Yes
DCC ready: Screw terminals on PCB

axles via nylon gears 
Flywheel(s): Yes, two
Traction tyres: No

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Terrific!

PROS 

● Overall looks.
● Attention to detail.
● Quality paint finish.
● Performance.
● Build quality.

CONS

● Bufferbeams not 
recessed enough.

‘31s’ in their later BR and 

post-privatisation days, so it’s a 

useful accessory.

Bogie and underframe detail 

is superb, with lifeguards and 

sanding pipes lining up with the 

wheels, and the hefty model is 

packaged in the usual foam-

lined box. All in all another 

fantastic addition to Heljan’s 

range of 7mm scale diesels. 

I can’t wait to see a suitably 

weathered version! (GD)

● With thanks to Tower Models 

for the loan of this model.

including square cab roof 

aerials (painted blue to match 

the livery), plus a reinforced 

driver’s window surround 

(which is black rather than the 

yellow usually employed on BR 

blue examples). These window 

surrounds were fitted to many 
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T
he folks from Margate 

have certainly become 

adept at recreating 

prestige trains from 

the 1930s, a period commonly 

known as the golden age of 

luxury train travel. Indeed, 

Hornby’s various streamlined 

steam locomotives and opulent 

carriage types have been 

catalogue staples for as long as 

I can remember. Up until now, 

though, the LMS flagship 

‘Coronation Scot’ has been 

overlooked in terms of 

high-fidelity rolling stock.

Yes, Hornby has produced the 

striking Caledonian blue and 

silver coaches in the past, but 

they have been simple re-liver-

ies of existing models rather 

than bespoke models. That has 

now changed, thanks to 

Hornby’s commissioning of six 

entirely new tooling suites, 

allowing modellers to replicate 

the entire nine-car train with full 

authenticity.

Hornby LMS Stanier 
‘Coronation Scot’ 
coaches

The real ‘Coronation Scot’, 

running between London 

Euston and Glasgow Central, 

was inaugurated in 1937 and 

consisted of a fleet of stream-

lined ‘Pacific’ locomotives and 

dedicated coaching stock that 

boasted a greater degree of 

luxury. Three full sets of stock 

were introduced, using a mix of 

modified existing coaches and 

newly built vehicles, featuring a 

mix of 50ft, 57ft and 65ft 

chassis. Five ‘Coronation’ 

Class 4-6-2s – Nos. 6220-6224 – 

were turned out in matching 

blue and silver liveries, making 

for a dramatic sight and a PR 

team’s dream. A test run of this 

service set a new world speed 

record for steam, although this 

was broken the following year 

on the East Coast Main Line by 

‘A4’ Mallard.

Alas, the ‘Coronation Scot’ ran 

for just a few years before the 

war intervened. The coaches 

were put into store for the 

◆ GAUGE ‘OO’  ◆ MODEL Hornby R4960 57ft BTK, R4961 57ft BFK, R4962 57ft FK, R4963 50ft RK, R4963A 50ft RK, R4964 65ft RFO, R4965 57ft RTO, R4965A 57ft RTO,

R4965B 57ft RTO  ◆ PRICE £47.99 each  ◆ AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com
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 The bodies 

are adorned 

with fine wire 

handrails and 

door handles 

permits). 

Furthermore, 

a set of 

alternative 

couplings is also 

provided, to slot into the 

NEM sockets on the pivoting 

close-coupler units, which will be 

ideal for those who will keep their 

rakes intact on the layout. 

The underframes are equally 

impressive, especially the bogies 

which are an improvement over 

Hornby’s existing LMS Stanier 

Period III coaches. There is more 

in the way of cross-shaft detail, 

better definition in the surface 

relief and the brake shoes align 

perfectly with the ‘OO’ wheels. 

All of the coaches come 

pre-fitted with interior lighting, 

collecting power from the axles 

and producing a wonderfully 

warm, yellow glow that’s very 

convincing. Our samples offered 

very little ‘drag’ from the power 

contacts, nor was there much 

flickering (though you’ll have to 

clean the wheels regularly!). 

At the time of writing, many of 

the coaches had sold out at most 

of the leading retailers, proving 

that this was a popular choice of 

venture on Hornby’s part. There’s 

room for further releases, 

depicting vehicles from the other 

two ‘Coronation Scot’ sets, as well 

as a slightly later livery version 

without the white-backed 

shoulder-height nameboards. 

There’s also the option of 

depicting some vehicle types in 

later BR condition. 

The supreme finish, realistic 

lighting and full choice of vehicle 

types makes these coaches a 

very welcome addition to the 

Hornby range. (GD)

l With thanks to Chris Nevard 

and Kernow Model Rail Centre.

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Beautiful.

PROS 

l Accurate RTR nine-car 
formation possible for 

the first time.
l Impressive attention 

to detail.
l High-quality finish.
l Interior lighting.
l Great value.

CONS

l None.

duration of hostilities and only 

emerged in 1947, painted in 

standard livery and relegated to 

much more mundane duties.

THE MODELS
For any model of such an 

eye-catching prototype, first 

impressions matter. There was 

certainly no sense of disappoint-

ment when taking Hornby’s new 

coaches out of their boxes. The 

striking blue/silver livery looks 

fantastic, with a virtually flawless 

level of application across 

the whole batch of 

coaches. The original 

style of ‘Coronation 

Scot’ nameboards 

are included and the 

LMS roundel logos 

are expertly done. 

I particularly like the 

timber-effect droplight 

reveals, which add an 

extra touch of class. The 

mesh pattern window frosting 

on the Kitchen cars is also 

impressive, with the overall 

standard of glazing being high.

The bodies are adorned with 

fine wire handrails and door 

handles, while the roofs feature 

the correct styles of ventilators to 

match each vehicle type. The 

majority of roof vents are hidden 

under streamlined shrouds, as 

per the prototype, while the 

Kitchen car’s roof looks suitably 

busy with an excellent array of 

shell-type vents and wire 

pipework. The short gangways, as 

fitted, can be swapped for longer 

versions that are supplied in the 

box, closing up the gap between 

cars (if your trackwork geometry 

‘CORONATION SCOT’ 
FORMATION
BTK Brake Corridor Third
RTO Restaurant Third Open
RK Kitchen
RTO Restaurant Third Open
RTO Restaurant Third Open
RK Kitchen
RFO Restaurant Open First
FK Corridor First
BFK Brake Corridor First
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W
hen, back in 

2018, Dapol 

announced its 

intention to 

produce the JHA aggregate 

hopper in ‘OO’, it was met with 

great anticipation among 

enthusiasts of the post-1980s 

freight scene. Now that the 

models have arrived, there has 

been a great degree of 

excitement, with sales reported 

to be very healthy as this 

review was being written.

The JHA proved to be 

something of a landmark 

are being offered, with a variety 

of different running numbers in 

either original or revised 

Yeoman liveries, both of which 

feature here.

Noteworthy features include 

sprung buffers (outer wagons 

only), fine metal handrails and 

etched walkways, an excellent 

paint finish with crisply printed 

legends and logos, plus working 

tail lamps pre-installed on the 

‘outer’ wagons. This latter 

Dapol JHA 
Aggregate Hoppers

freight vehicle, being ordered 

by Foster Yeoman from German 

wagon builders Orenstein & 

Koppel (O&K). The 100-strong 

fleet appeared in 1989 and they 

were designed to operate with 

Yeoman’s ground-breaking new 

GM Class 59 locomotives, thus 

revolutionising the flow of 

aggregates from the Mendip 

quarries. The fleet consists of 

20 ‘outer’ wagons – with 

conventional draw gear at one 

end – and 80 ‘inner’ wagons 

with knuckle couplers and 

wagons tend to remain within 

fixed 

rakes of 

varying 

lengths.

With a payload 

capacity of 77tons per 

wagon, the JHAs offered many 

advantages over the existing 

twin-axle hoppers and are still in 

use today with Mendip Rail. 

Particularly synonymous with 

flows of stone from Somerset to 

Acton, Eastleigh and Theale, 

and often in ‘jumbo’ trains, they 

have been a regular sight on the 

GW main line (and elsewhere) 

for the past 30 years.

These highly detailed models 

really capture the look of the 

prototypes, especially in terms 

of the hopper body and end 

detail, while all vital scale 

dimensions work out correctly. 

Both ‘inner’ and ‘outer’ types 

◆ GAUGE ‘OO’  ◆ MODEL Dapol O&K JHA hopper wagons  ◆ PRICE £55.00 (outer); £45.00 (inner)  ◆ AVAILABILITY Dapol stockists Web www.dapol.co.uk
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Fantastic!

PROS 

● Excellent level of detail.
● High quality finish.
● Smooth running.

● Working tail lamps.

CONS

● Weight might be an issue.

 The 
bogies 

look the 
part, with 

separate brake 
shoe fittings aligning 

perfectly with the 
‘OO’ wheels 

modify these when 

re-wheeling), while the axles are 

supremely free running, which 

is welcome, given each wagon’s 

impressive mass.

Indeed, one of the first things 

you’ll notice when handling 

these wagons is the weight. 

Tipping the scales at 266g 

(‘outer’) and 262g (inner), these 

are certainly hefty beasts, 

thanks to the die-cast metal 

chassis frame, so a powerful 

locomotive will be needed to 

haul a prototypical rake of JHAs.

These are superb wagons, 

offered at a very reasonable 

price and all they need is a 

suitably ‘high-spec’ Class 59 

model to haul them. Hornby’s 

‘59’, which originates from Lima 

days, still has much to offer, 

although it’s likely to struggle 

with more than a handful of 

these wagons on the 

drawbar. There-

fore, 

modellers will now be hoping 

that Dapol’s own Class 59 

isn’t too far behind 

these wagons. 

(GD)

feature relies on power from the 

rails, which is collected via the 

axle bearings and the flashing 

light can be switched off simply 

by touching the outside of the 

wagon’s chassis with a hand, 

thanks to an in-built capacitance 

switch. Alternatively, the wagon 

can be dismantled to reveal a 

six-pin DCC decoder socket 

within the hopper body, 

allowing the tail lamps to be 

governed remotely.

Kadee-style, working knuckle 

couplers are installed on the 

‘inner’ wagons (as well as one 

end of each ‘outer’ wagon), 

mounted in pivoting close-cou-

pling cams. These work very 

well, with free movement and 

reliable operation. Tension locks 

are slotted into NEM pockets on 

the ‘outer’ ends, mounted 

directly to the bogie frames 

rather than close-coupler units. 

A small bag of extra details 

provides a set of cosmetic screw 

couplings, brake hoses and a 

spare lamp bracket.

The interior of the hoppers is 

as good as the exterior, with the 

three hopper chutes 

rendered faithfully, 

along with a full 

rendition of the 

internal cross 

braces. The bogies 

look the part, with 

separate brake 

shoe fittings 

aligning 

perfectly 

with the 

‘OO’ wheels 

(‘EM/P4’ 

practitioners will 

need to 
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A welcome arrival. 

PROS 

● Looks great.
● Crisp moulded detail.

● Underframe detail.
● Good value.

CONS

● Stiff axle on our sample.

F
ollowing Minerva’s 

previous ‘Iron Mink’ 

and gunpowder van 

releases from a few 

years ago, comes the GWR 

wooden-bodied ‘Mink’ van. 

Three distinct versions have 

been portrayed: the Diagram 

V4 design without end 

ventilators, original V12 with 

end louvres and later V12 

design with twin ventilator 

bonnets on the ends. 

Received for review is one of 

the V12 versions, with shuttered 

louvre ends, and sporting the 

handsome 1903 GWR freight 

grey livery. Other livery options 

are available, catering for the 

later GWR and BR eras.

These once ubiquitous vans 

were a key element of the 

GWR’s freight stock inventory 

and Minerva has done a great 

job in capturing the overall look 

and detail of the prototype. The 

Minerva GWR 
‘Mink’ Van

moulded plastic body and 

underframe feature crisp 

definition, especially to the 

planks, ironwork and door 

detail. The end ventilation 

louvres are all moulded in 

the closed position and the 

livery application is to a 

high standard.

The chassis is equipped with 

Dean/Churchward Type 3 brake 

gear, with the distinctive 

ratchet and linkages all present 

and correct. The brake shoes 

align with the wheels and the 

safety loops are separately 

moulded parts, making for an 

attractive array of underframe 

equipment. The refined buffers 

are sprung and working 

three-link couplings are 

pre-installed. 

The axles of the van sit within 

brass bearings, which are 

concealed within the plastic 

axleboxes, and these do permit 

a certain degree of 

compensation (albeit 

un-sprung) within the axle 

guards. One axle on our sample 

was rather stiff, however, with 

one of the wheels slightly out of 

true, leading to uneven running. 

The axleboxes were also a little 

stiff within the guards. A little 

tweaking eventually solved the 

issue and the wagon settled 

down to run very well under 

test. Weighing in at 128g, it 

possesses just about the 

right amount of mass.

An extra bonus is a bag of 

extra details within the box, 

allowing the wagon to be 

converted to vacuum brake-

fitted condition, if desired. This 

is a welcome addition to the 

range of RTR ‘O’ gauge wagons 

currently on offer from various 

manufacturers, which will be 

prized by GWR and BR(W) 

enthusiasts. (GD)

◆ GAUGE ‘O’  ◆ MODEL Minerva GWR wooden ‘Mink’ V12 ventilated van ◆  PRICE £48 plus p&p 

◆ AVAILABILITY Minerva Model Railways Tel 02920 531246 Web www.minervamodelrailways.co.uk
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I
wata, the highly respected 

airbrush manufacturer, has 

released a new tool into the 

Eclipse range, the Takumi. 

Using the Japanese term for an 

artisan who has mastered their 

craft as a brand name is a good 

idea – with an airbrush like this in 

your toolbox, there’s a good 

chance that you’ll be able to excel 

in this area of modelmaking.

The Eclipse range of airbrushes 

are known for their versatility, 

lending themselves to a broad 

range of painting tasks. Indeed, 

the design of the tools allows for a 

wider range of spray patterns 

than is possible with many other 

designs. More specialist 

airbrushes tend to produce a 

limited spray pattern, especially 

those intended primarily for 

close-up work. In contrast, Eclipse 

airbrushes can offer anything 

from fine lines to much broader 

‘strokes’, as well as more diffuse, 

misted effects, by regulating the 

trigger and the distance between 

airbrush and subject.

The new Takumi airbrush 

differs from other Eclipse tools by 

featuring a side-feed paint cup, 

which provides a clear line of 

sight for the user, permitting 

greater precision. The internal 

mix tool (the paint and air are 

combined within the tool) 

features many user-friendly 

features and is extremely 

comfortable to operate, even for 

longer periods.

The dual-action trigger 

mechanism works to govern the 

air and paint flow and the broad, 

ergonomic button is responsive 

with just the right amount of 

 The exterior is polished beautifully 
but, more importantly, all interior faces 
are also machined to a high standard 

resistance. By moving the trigger 

backwards, the flow of paint is 

increased and a preset control at 

the rear of the tail allows the 

flow to be governed – essen-

tial to avoid overdoing 

things during more 

precise paint jobs.

The 7ml paint cup 

can be fitted to either 

side of the airbrush, to suit 

right or left-handed users 

and, even with a full load of 

paint, the tool remains well-bal-

anced in the hand. I’ve been an 

Eclipse user for a few years and 

have been impressed by their 

performance, but also by 

the ease of cleaning and 

maintenance, thanks to 

the unique compression 

fitting of the nozzle at the 

front of the airbrush. The tool can 

be given a deep clean in quick 

time, with no fiddly small parts to 

contend with.

Solvent-resistant PTFE seals are 

installed for longer, more reliable 

service and the paint cup consists 

of two sections, which greatly 

improves access for cleaning. The 

small, lower section has also 

proved useful when spraying very 

small amounts of paint.

During extensive testing, 

I found that the airbrush produced 

impressive results using a wide 

range of enamel and acrylic paints 

(suitably thinned and prepared). 

The nozzle design proved 

effective for creating a finely 

atomised mist of paint, which in 

turn led to smooth, even coatings. 

Any airbrush is only as good as its 

air supply, so a reliable compres-

sor with a regulated output is 

essential to get the best out of 

this tool. With a low air pressure 

setting, of around 10psi, some 

very fine weathering effects were 

created and the lack of a paint 

cup atop the airbrush did help 

with getting the paint exactly 

where I wanted it. 

While not aimed specifically at 

ultra-detailed work, the Takumi 

Eclipse certainly provides an 

excellent platform for the kind 

of painting and weathering tasks 

that we railway modellers are 

likely to demand of it, particularly 

in ‘N’ and ‘OO’ gauge. Overall 

locomotive paint jobs in 

‘O’ gauge may be pushing 

things, but it would certainly 

be suitable for weathering 

7mm scale models. 

The exterior is polished 

beautifully, which makes it easy to 

wipe clean but, more importantly, 

all interior faces are also 

machined to a high standard. This 

is a factor that often betrays 

cheaper airbrushes, as rough 

interior pathways encourage 

paint deposits to build up and 

makes cleaning trickier and 

clogging more likely.

Iwata Takumi 
Eclipse Airbrush
◆ GAUGE ANY  ◆ MODEL Iwata Takumi Eclipse side-feed airbrush  ◆ PRICE £229.00  ◆ AVAILABILITY The Airbrush Company Tel 01904 767800 Web www.airbrushes.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent 

PROS 

● Superb performance.
● Comfortable to operate.

● Build quality.
● Suitable for left or 

right-handers.

CONS

● None.

Attractively packaged in a 

foam-lined box, a head cap 

spanner and an essential tube of 

needle lubricant is also provided. 

At over £200, this tool would 

represent an investment 

purchase, but it would be a worthy 

one and the tool is backed up by a 

ten-year warranty if purchased 

through an authorised UK dealer. 

Highly recommended. (GD)
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The Woodland Scenics 

Road System uses 

Paving Tape to mark 

the edge of a road, 

Smooth-It paste to 

make the road surface 

(this covers any blemishes 

in the underlying baseboard) 

and Asphalt (or Concrete) 

Topcoat Paint to finish the 

road surface.  

How to use it: Stick the paving 

strips to the baseboard to 

outline the shape and size of 

the road. Then pour the mixed 

Smooth-It paste between the 

WOODLAND SCENICS 

SMOOTH-IT AND 

PAVING TAPE

PROS Best for bespoke country roads.

CONS Road surface stands proud of the baseboard, so will need blending 
into the scene.

Product Woodland Scenics ST1452 and ST1455 Price £9.50 (Smooth-It) 
£9.55 (Paving Tape)

Availability Woodland Scenics stockists

Scale ‘N’/’OO’/’O’ 

Ease of use ● ● ● ● ●

Good results ● ● ● ● ●

Value for money ● ● ● ● ●

Ease of use ● ● ● ● ●

Good results ● ● ● ● ●

Value for money ● ● ● ● ●

Ease of use ● ● ● ● ●

Good results ● ● ● ● ●

Value for money ● ● ● ● ●

The Noch Road Construction 

Set offers a relatively new 

way of creating roads. The 

set contains very fine asphalt 

granules in an applicator, a 

refill pack of the asphalt 

granules and grey acrylic 

road paint. With the 

contents of this set you can 

create a road that is 8cm 

wide and 3m long.

How to use it: Brush PVA 

glue onto the road area, then 

use the sprinkler bottle to 

spread an even layer of tiny 

asphalt granules onto the 

spread glue. Leave the 

NOCH ROAD 

MAKING SET
PROS Looks good. 

CONS Not cheap.

Product Noch 60820 Price £21.25

Availability www.gaugemaster.com

Scale ‘N’/’OO’
Various companies sell rolls 

of self-adhesive road 

surfaces, including Busch, 

Faller, Gaugemaster, Heki and 

Noch. The Gaugemaster 

Highways range is limited to 

straight and curved sections 

of road, but other manufac-

turers produce zebra 

crossings, cobbles, road 

junctions, bus stops and car 

parks. Because the Gauge-

master road sections are 

made by Noch, it’s possible to 

mix and match between the 

two product ranges. 

How to use it: These road 

products are easy to lay, 

although a little practice will 

help. Ensure that the 

GAUGEMASTER SELF 

ADHESIVE ROADS
PROS Can be used in conjunction with Noch products to make an extensive road 
system. Looks good.

CONS White lines are too thick on the ‘N’ gauge version.

Product GM375 (‘OO/HO’) and GM390 (‘N’) Price both £8.50 per 1m length

Availability www.gaugemaster.com

Scale ‘N’/’OO’

2

1

3

Roads and Pavements

Roads are an important aspect of most 

model railways. At its most basic, a 

road is simply grey paint with a few 

road vehicles positioned on it. The 

Peter Marriott turns his attention to non-rail traffic.

range of products for making and 

detailing roads and pavements is now 

huge and with the addition of a few 

accessories and some of the splendid 

raised strips and 

leave to dry. When 

the Smooth-It 

plaster has fully 

dried, any blem-

ishes on the road 

surface can be removed 

with sandpaper. The strips can 

be removed from the side of the 

road and, finally, the surface 

can be painted with the 

appropriate colour paint. 

surface to dry. Any excess 

granules can be brushed away 

and reused later. Then paint 

the road using the supplied 

grey paint. This seals in the 

granules that give a slightly 

textured effect and it can look 

very convincing.

underlying surface is perfectly 

flat – any imperfections will 

become apparent when the road 

surface is laid.

road vehicles that are available today, 

roads can be made to look both 

realistic and an eye-catching addition 

to any layout. 
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Ease of use ● ● ● ● ●

Good results ● ● ● ● ●

Value for money ● ● ● ● ●

Ease of use ● ● ● ● ●

Good results ● ● ● ● ●

Value for money ● ● ● ● ●

Scalescenes is an internet-

based enterprise that has 

expanded its range of 

downloadable building kits 

to include a variety of 

photo-based textures, 

including brick (various 

colours and bonds), concrete 

or stone. For roads and 

pavements, the following are 

available: Tarmac, paving, 

concrete, grimy concrete, 

cobblestone setts, concrete 

paths and a car park. 

How to use it: The printed 

sheets can be fixed to a flat 

baseboard or cardboard 

using PVA adhesive, a glue 

stick or double-sided tape, 

ensuring that there are no air 

bubbles or creases. For 

SCALESCENES ROAD 

AND PAVING SHEETS
PROS Print as many sheets as required, can look very good indeed.

CONS There may be visible joins in the surface.

Product Scalescenes textures (various) Price £1.99 each

Availability www.scalescenes.com

Scale ‘N’/‘OO’

Metcalfe Models produces 

packs of paving slabs for ‘OO/

HO’ and ‘N’. These are 

self-adhesive cardboard 

slabs sold in sheets. The 

slabs and the edging stones 

are pre-cut with a self-adhe-

sive backing. Laying the 

slabs is quite easy and the 

more you lay the easier and 

quicker it becomes. 

How to use it: Each 

'OO' gauge pack contains over 

1,000 full and half-size slabs, 

plus edging and corners. Each 

individual slab simply peels 

from the backing sheet and 

can be stuck in place, though 

I find that it’s good to spread a 

thin layer of PVA adhesive to 

the base material below the 

METCALFE 

PAVING SLABS 
PROS Convincing 3D effect. 

CONS Laying can be slow to start with.

Product Metcalfe Models PO210 Price £6.75

Availability www.metcalfemodels.com

Scale ‘N’/‘OO’

4 5

pavements, the paper can be 

used on mounting card which 

would provide the added 

height. Seal with matt varnish 

after application.

slabs to ensure that they’re 

secure. There are eight 

sheets per pack. Metcalfe 

also sells packs of cobbles and 

Tarmac sheets.
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL    O

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

OUT 

NOW

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
◆◆MR-301A: No. 1609
◆◆MR-301B: No. 1623
◆◆MR-301C: No. 1624
◆◆MR-301D: No. 1657
◆◆MR-301E: No. 1664
◆◆MR-301F: No. 1658
◆◆MR-301G: No. 1668
◆◆MR-302A: No. 1646

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
◆◆MR-302B: No. 1649
◆◆MR-303: No. 1604 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
◆◆MR-304A: No. 1636
◆◆MR-304B: No. 1655

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
◆◆MR-305A: No. 1627
◆◆MR-305B: No. 1628

 
GWR GREEN
◆◆MR-306: GWR green No. 1638

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
◆◆MR-307A: BR black early  

emblem pristine, No. 1616
◆◆MR-307B: BR black early emblem 

pristine, No. 1629
◆◆MR-308: BR black early emblem 

weathered, No. 1661
 
NCB GREEN
◆◆MR-309A: NCB green, No. 1600
◆◆MR-309B: NCB green, No. 1607

 
PRESERVED GREEN
◆◆MR-310A: Green early BR emblem, 

No. 1638 
◆◆MR-310B: Green ‘Dart Valley’ 

lettering, No. 1638

ORDER
YOURS 

TODAY!
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

L    OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 No. 8223, LNER 
post-war livery, full skirts

EIGHT TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 No. 68219, 
BR early emblem

MR-206 No. 7128, LNER 
wartime livery, full skirts

Specification list

MR-210 No. 7139, 
LNER lined livery

MR-202 No. 68222, BR early 
emblem, full skirts

MR-208 No. 7126, LNER 
lined livery, no skirts

MR-209 No. 7137, LNER 
unlined livery, full skirts

MR-204 

No. 68226, British Railways 
lettering, no skirts

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 No. 68223, 
British Railways lettering, 

full skirts

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.   MO

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

No. 30064, in BR lined green

MR-111 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T No. s73 
British Railways unlined black, 
‘Sunshine lettering’

MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 No. DS237 Maunsell, 
BR Departmental green

MR-101 No. 1968, USATC black

MR-108 No. 72, Keighley & Worth 
Valley Railway ochre

MR-107 No. 36, National Coal 
Board black

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC-ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

Our ‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts are 
beginning to sell out 
– order yours today! 

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)
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MODEL RAIL 

EXCLUSIVE 

PUBLICATIONS

BRITAIN’S MODEL 

TRAINS 2021
A unique guide to 1,235 
British and Irish-outline, 
ready-to-run locomotives, 
coaches and wagons. 
l Fully updated for 2021
l ‘N’, ‘OO’, ‘O’ & ‘009’ gauges

GREAT BRITISH MODEL 

RAILWAYS 2021
Celebrate the skill, imagination 

and craftsmanship of 
Britain’s best railway 

modellers with this 
superb 132-page 
publication.

£7.99

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

l Order book for these new models not yet open. 

Keep an eye out in Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

BACHMANN CLASS 66/032-725WDS: 
66062, EURO CARGO RAIL LIVERY, 

SOUND-FITTED

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW

LOWER

PRICE!

OUT 
NOW!



Next Issue

the making
We visit Barry Sergeant’s West Country 
layout ‘Marshmill’, which started life way 
back in the 1970s.

AC Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Accurascale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
ADM Turntables  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Alton Model Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
Anoraks Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Aue-Verlag . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
C&L Finescale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
C&M Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
CM3 Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Coastal DCC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Crane Sheds & Summerhouses. . . . .139
Dapol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Digitrains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24
DMG Technical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Dream Steam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
Durham Trains Of Stanley . . . . . . . . . . 135
Eileen’s Emporium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Ellis Clark Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126
EMA Model Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Finescalebrass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
Freestone Model Accessories . . . . . .139
Frizinghall Models & Railways . . . . . . 133
Gaugemaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127, 148
GFB Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
Golden Valley Hobbies  . . . . . . . . . . . . .138
Harburn Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Harder & Steenbeck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Hattons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118-121
Hobby Rail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Hobby Trax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48
Howes Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Isinglass Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

50 years in      

Kernow Model Rail Centre . . . . . . 122-123
KJB Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .129
KR Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39
Langley Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Littleworth Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Macs Model Railroading. . . . . . . . . . . .138
Make Tracks Walking Holidays . . . . . 137
Megapoints Controllers . . . . . . . . . . . .138
Metcalfe Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Mike Pett’s Supercast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Model Railway Baseboards. . . . . . . . 140
Modelrailwayscenery.com  . . . . . . . . 140
Morris Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Osborn’s Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Peter’s Spares  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Publishing Works . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Rails Of Sheffield. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .113-117

Rapido Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23
Ron Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
S&J Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128
Scalescenes.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
Smart Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
Spot On Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
The Airbrush Company. . . . . . . . . . . . . 90
The Hereford Model Centre . . . . . . . . .67
The Hobby Shop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136
TMC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124-125
Tony’s Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Tower Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130
Townstreet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .139
Trains4U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .134
Warwick & Warwick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
York Modelmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
YouChoos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

Classified advertisers on pages 143-144

AGR Model Railway Store

Basement Models

Branchlines

Church Street Models

Colour Rail

Connoisseur Models

Crafty Hobbies

Dave Angell Trains

East Somerset Models

Gravesend Model Centre

Howard Scenic Supplies

Items Mail Order

Jackson’s Models

John Dutfield

Kent Garden Railways

Mark’s Trains

Millennium Models

Model Scenery Supplies

Monk Bar Model Shop

Nick Tozer Railway Books

Orwell Model Railways

P&D Marsh

Pooley’s Puffers

Recreation21

Redcar Models & Hobbies

Roxey Mouldings

Skytrex (2013) 

The Hobby Goblin

The Sports And Model Shop

The Tutbury Jinny

Tri-Angman

Trident Trains

Upstairs Downstairs

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Not just 
the railway
Trains aren’t the only 
way to move people 
and goods around the 
country. Next month, 
we show you how to 
incorporate realistic 
buses and canal boats 
into your layout.

NEVER  

MISS AN  

ISSUE!

Turn to page 26 for 

details of our great  

subscription 

offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 
01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 
to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 
number below to 

speak to our 
advertising team.

ON SALE 

OCT 
28



SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL L ISTINGS

INCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS & GREAT DEALS!!

www.railsofsheffield.com

PRICING POLICY FOR IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE ITEMS: The price advertised on Rails of Sheffield website will be the price charged at the time of the 
order being processed. This excludes errors in pricing (E & OE) in the event of an error with a price you will be contacted prior to the order being processed 
and given the option to accept the correct price or cancel the order.

PLEASE NOTE: All items currently in stock are despatched immediately. Forthcoming releases will be despatched immediately upon release. If your order 
contains both current items and forthcoming releases then these will be despatched separately and subject to separate delivery charges. 

SHIPPING COSTS:  ROYAL MAIL 48 HOUR TRACKED £4.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 2 days of dispatch 
including Saturdays (this is not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

ROYAL MAIL 24 HOUR TRACKED £5.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 1 day of dispatch including Saturdays (this is 
not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

SPECIAL DELIVERY £8.50: Guaranteed delivery by 1pm the next day Monday to Saturday. With full track and trace 
system, your parcel is delivered speedily and securely (orders must be placed by 2pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

PARCEL FORCE COURIER SERVICE £7.50: Next day delivery for much of the UK, including Saturdays. Full track and 
trace system. Used for parcels over 1.8kg without packing or if you would like a speedy secure delivery of your parcel. 
This excludes the following post codes BT, JE, GY, IM, KW, IV, PA and PO30- 44, KA27-28, PH17-26, PH49-50 and ZE. 
The cost for these postcodes is £12.00 and will be delivered within two to three working days (orders must be placed 
by 3pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

WORLDWIDE POSTAGE: For all orders outside the UK, postage will be charged at cost, based on the weight and size 
of the parcel.

RAILS TV & 
SOCIAL MEDIA...

Like us on: railsofsheffield    railsofsheffield    railssheffield    railsofsheffield

2 STORES, 100’S OF ITEMS ADDED DAILY

RAILS-SHEFFIELD RAILS-VAULT

railsofsheffield.com

1970 2020

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

NEW POINT
MOTORS

CONNECT WITH THE 
NEXT GENERATION
OF DCC DECODERS

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE VERSIONS DETAILS & STOCK

GREAT
PRICES

IN
STOCK

NOW!

RPM-SM.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £8.95

RPM-SM.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £39.95

RPM-SMD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £19.95

RPM-SMD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £54.95

RPM-UB.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £6.95

RPM-UB.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £32.50

RPM-UBD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £17.95

RPM-UBD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £49.95

RCC-CDU.1 RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWER CDU CAPACITOR DISCHARGE UNIT £14.95

ROS-6D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-8D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-218 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-N18 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-8HP RAILS CONNECT DECODER, HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-6D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-8D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-218_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-N18_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-8HP_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

RRR-OG.4  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 4 AXLE £84.95

RRR-OG.6  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 6 AXLE £129.95

PREMIUM EDITION 
O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD

CAVALEX ANNOUNCE

CLASS 56
14 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £30 Deposit
PRICES TBC - see website for details

Class 56023 Coal Sector
Class 56018 EWS Livery
Class 56008 BR Blue Livery
Class 56097 Metals Sector
Class 56070 BR Blue Livery
Class 56055 Loadhaul Livery
Class 56120 BR Blue Large Logo
Class 56046 Construction Sector
Class 56019 Railfreight Red Stripe
Class 56077 Original Railfreight Livery
Class 56074 "Kellingley Colliery" Coal Sector
Class 56049 "Robin of Templecombe" Colas Rail
Class 56093 Tinsley Celebrity BR Blue Large Logo
Class 56091 "Driver Wayne Gaskell" DC Rail Freight







See the website for full details:

EXCLUSIVE S

OO & N GAUGE MODELS

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

(GCR CLASS 9N) 4-6-2 TANK

ROBINSON A5
8 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £149.95 
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

NEW!

2&3 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!
ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

PRECEDENT
LNWR IMPROVED CLASS 2-4-0

2-6-2 'DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY'

CLASS V2

ENGLISH ELECTRIC GT3
4-6-0 GAS TURBINE LOCOMOTIVE

BR 10100 'THE FELL'
BR BLACK EARLY CREST

PRE-ORDER NOW!  

ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

NEW!

CONSETT IRON 
ORE WAGONS

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
FROM ONLY 
£10 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

NEW!SET OF 
THREE

–
RANGE
OF SIX 
PACKS

BR 21T MDV/PMV
IN MC METALS LIVERY 

ONLY 
£74.95

PRE-
ORDER 
NOW!  

TRIPLE 
PACK

HYA DRS HOPPER
IN DIRECT RAIL SERVICES LIVERY 

TWIN 
PACK

BOGIE STEEL WAGONS

BBA/BLA
19

VERSIONS
AVAILABLE

NEW!KERR 0-6-0T LOCOMOTIVE

STUART “VICTORY”
5 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £130.00 
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

DUE
Q1 2022

DUE
Q4 2021

EXP NOV'21

DUE SOON!
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 COLLECTION
OO & N GAUGE MODELS
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SEE 
WEBSITE 
for more 

EXCLUSIVES
& details!

N GAUGE

CLASS 59 59003 - EXCLUSIVE
ORIGINAL GBRF “EUROPORTE” & REVISED GBRF

PRE-
ORDER 
NOW!  
£159.95

CLASS 59 206
'JOHN F YEOMAN' G&W 

FREIGHTLINER LOCOMOTIVE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £159.95  NO DEPOSIT

N GAUGE NEW!

DRAX POWER IIA-D BIOMASS HOPPERS

TWIN PACKS - RANGE OF SIX PACKS AVAILABLE
PRE-ORDER NOW!  £79.95

PGA WAGON
6 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £89.95

N GAUGE NEW!

TRIPLE 
PACK

DUE
Q4 2021

CLASS J50 0-6-0 TANK
8 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £109.95 
Secure yours for ONLY £20 DEPOSIT

N GAUGENEW!

DUE
Q2 2022
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N GAUGE NEW!

MATHIESON RCH 7 PLANK 
WAGON COLLECTION

10 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £19.95

N GAUGENEW!

DUE
Q2 2022

















www.themodelcentre.com t. 01947 899125
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, YO22 5LF

372-727A Graham Farish N Gauge BR 
Standard 5MT with BR1B Tender 73109 

BR Lined Black (Early Emblem)

£135.96 Regular Price £159.95

R3957 Hornby OO Gauge (1:76 Scale) 
LNER, Class 43 HST, The LNER 3ÓFare-

well Tour3Ô Train Pack - Era 11

£269.99 Regular Price £299.99

R3839 Hornby OO Gauge BR Standard 
2MT 2-6-0 78000 - Era 5 (1956-1968)

£161.99 Regular Price £179.99

R3896 Hornby OO Gauge (1:76 Scale) 
BR, Ruston & Hornsby 88DS, 0-4-0, No. 

84 - Era 6 New Tooling

£84.59 Regular Price £94.00

R3898TTS Hornby OO Gauge BR Class 
08 0-6-0 3817 - Era 6

 

£149.39 Regular Price £166.00

R30031 Hornby OO Gauge (1:76 Scale) 
BR, Class 87, Bo-Bo, 87009 ëCity of 

Birminghamí - Era 7

£161.99 Regular Price £179.99

R3982 Hornby OO Gauge (1:76 Scale) 
BR, Standard 2MT, 2-6-0, 78006 - Era 5

£170.09 Regular Price £188.99

372-728SF Graham Farish N Gauge BR 
Standard 5MT with BR1 Tender 73049 

BR Lined Green - Sound Fitted

£212.46 Regular Price £249.95

371-508 Graham Farish N Gauge Class 
101 2-Car DMU (Speed Whiskers) 

£169.96 Regular Price £199.96

371-887DS Graham Farish N Gauge 
Class 108 3-Car DMU BR Green (Speed 

Whiskers) - Sound Fitted

£280.45 Regular Price £329.95

371-600B Graham Farish N Gauge 
Class 42 ëWarshipí D809 ëChampioní BR 

Maroon (Small Yellow Panels)

£118.96 Regular Price £139.96

372-950ASF Graham Farish N Gauge 
Class 14 D9522 BR Green (Wasp 

Stripes) - Sound Fitted

£212.46 Regular Price £249.95

372-403A Graham Farish N Gauge 
LNER J39 with Stepped Tender 64739 

BR Black (Late Crest)

£118.96 Regular Price £139.96

372-065 Graham Farish N Gauge MR 
3835 4F with Fowler Tender 43931 BR 

Black (Late Crest) - Weathered

£127.45 Regular Price £149.95

372-755 Graham Farish N Gauge LMS 
Fairburn Tank 42062 BR Lined Black 

(Late Crest)

£131.71 Regular Price £154.96

R3838 Hornby OO Gauge BR Standard 
2MT 2-6-0 78010 - Era 4

£161.99 Regular Price £179.99

R3988 Hornby OO Gauge (1:76 Scale) 
BR, 9F Class, 2-10-0, 92220 ëEvening Starí 

- Era 5 New Tooling

£188.99 Regular Price £209.99

R3842 Hornby OO Gauge LNER (Pro-
motional) Class W1 ëHush Hushí 4-6-4 

10000 - Era 3

£179.99 Regular Price £199.99





 GAUGEMASTER Controls Ltd., Ford Road, Arundel, West Sussex, BN18 0BN, United Kingdom 

tel - 01903 884488 fax - 01903 884377 email - sales@gaugemaster.com E&OE.

FREE POSTAGE on orders over £25.00

EXPRESS DELIVERY available £6.95

FREE EXPRESS DELIVERY on orders over £100.00

Up to ϭϬй�Η�ZZW on popular brands

B31-391 OO Scale

Class 414 2-HAP 6063 BR Blue Grey

RRP £269.95

OUR PRICE £240.00

R3846 OO Scale

LSWR Terrier Class 0-6-0-T 735

RRP £109.99

OUR PRICE £99.00

GF371-113 N Scale

Class 31 97204 BR RTC Grey / Red

RRP £149.95

OUR PRICE £130.00

Probably the Best Stocked Shop in the UK:

120 Ranges 

20,000 Products in Stock 

Over 50,000 Products Listed from around the world

Got Amazon Vouchers? All of our 

products are listed on Amazon.co.uk

Prefer to pay by PayPal?

We have an eBay shop as well!

bit.ly/gaugemasteramazon bit.ly/gaugemasteramazon

www.gaugemaster.com



Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,

Coaches, Wagons, etc. 
Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of

Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 

WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 

or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk



NEW
MODEL 
SHOP IN 

HENSALL, 
YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005

Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk
Visit us on

FACEBOOK

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk

Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

GOOD QUALITY

PRE-OWNED MODEL 

RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS

WANTED

Sell us your secondhand model

railways in all gauges including,

N Gauge, OO Gauge and O Gauge.

Have you got a Model Railway to sell?
We buy Pre-owned
Model Railways and 
Model Trains. We are 

always looking for Model 
Railways in all gauges.

Here are some examples of the

brands we have purchased:

 Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, 

Dapol, Heljan, Mainline, Oxford Rail.



 

TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00
GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00
GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00
GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00
LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00
GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00
GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00
GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00
LMS/BR Original Patriot....................£1650.00

Over 100 R-T-R locos available off the shelf

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GL1 LNER/BR D10/11 4-4-0  .....................£340.00
GL14 LNER / BR Q4 TINY 0-8-0  ................£350.00
GL16 LNER / BR Q1/1 0-8-0 TANK  ...........£320.00
GL20 LMS/BR PRINCESS  ..........................£460.00
GL21 LMS/BR ROYAL SCOT  ......................£400.00
GL23 LMS/BR BRITISH LEGION  ................£400.00
GL24 LMS/BR ORIGINAL PATRIOT  ............£400.00
GL28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0  ............................£320.00
GL36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 ATLANTIC  ..............£410.00
GL44 LNWR/LMS /BR COAL TANK 0-6-2  .£270.00
GL50 LNER/BR 2-8-8-2 GARRATT  ............£650.00
GL57 LNER  / BR L1 2-6-4  ........................£320.00
GL58 LNER  / BR B1 4-6-0  .......................£380.00
GL59 LNER / BR K1 2-6-0  ........................£370.00
GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur............  ......£460.00
GL70 SR / BR SCHOOLS  4-4-0  ................£410.00
FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T......  .....£240.00

MERCIAN LOCO KITS
SG5 LNER/BR J94 Austerity 0-6-0ST ..£180.00
GW2 GWR/BR 14xx Autotank ....................£175.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00
TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £250.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£595.00
TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£595.00
TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£595.00
TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stainer ..............£595.00
TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£595.00
TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£595.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T .........£438.90 
K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0 .......... £502.70
K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T ................ £438.90
K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T  ......... £456.50
K310A LNER/BR A3 with Corridor tender ..£721.60
K317B BR Britannia with BR1/1A tender ..£721.60
K320 LMS / BR 2P/ 2F/ 2MT 2-6-0 ........ £502.70
K324B B.R 9F 2-10-0 BR1B/BR1C ......£721.60
K336 LNER/B.R Peppercorn A2 .......... £721.60
K338 LNER/B.R G5 0-4-0T ................. £502.70
K340 B.R Class 14 complete kit ......... £502.70
K344 NEW LNER/BR Hunt Class 4-4-0..£577.50
K345 NEW LNER/BR Thompson A2/1 ..£721.60
K346 NER / LNER D1 Class H1 4-4-4T ...£495.00

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit..............£22.75
LK705 Brick lineside hut.......................£22.75
LK709 Ground Level Signal Box............£32.75
LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£24.20
LK715 Brick Base Signal Box................£45.15
LK735 GWR Yard Crane.........................£24.50
LK741 GWR spear fencing....................£12.50
LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps..........£12.50
LK743 Field fencing and gates..............£11.35
LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)....................£10.75
LK748 Ladders (4)..................................£8.55
LK749 Loading Gauges (2)....................£14.15
LK750 Single track level crossing gates £23.00
LK758 Platelayers tools .........................£7.35
LK759 Platform lamps (4) ......................£9.95
LK760 Telephone boxes (2) ....................£9.95
LK761 GWR Station seats (4)  ................£9.50
LK762 MR/NER station seats (4) ............£9.50
LK763 SR/BR Station seats ....................£9.50
LK764 Bicycles (8) .................................£9.50
LK765 Police Call Box ..........................£11.35
LK790 GWR home or distant signal.......£21.25

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide ......................£38.00
7063 B.R Standard Van ........................£38.00
7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van .......£38.00
7065 B.R Meat Van ..............................£38.00
7066 B.R. Insulated Van .......................£38.00
7067 B.R 13 ton conflat ‘A’ ..................£34.00
7069 B.R Lowfit Wagon .......................£34.00
7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan .......................£38.00
7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£34.00 
7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£49.00
7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£53.00
7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV ..£79.00
7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van ..................£126.00
7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY ....................£80.00

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can...................£43.50

W602 GWR Permanent Way brake........£43.50

W603 GWR 6 wheel brake....................£45.25

W604 GWR 4 plank open......................£36.50

W605 GWR Steel Open.........................£36.50

W606 GWR 10 ton Van..........................£44.75

W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon............£45.25

W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon...........£44.75

W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon...........£44.75

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point.................£62.50

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£62.50

SL700BH 12 yards flexitrack.................£91.25

SLE791BH Right Hand Point..................£49.75

SLE792BH Left Hand Point....................£49.75

SLE797BH Y Point.................................£49.75

SLE790BH Double Slip .......................£104.75

SLE794BH Long Crossing.....................£56.50

SL10 24 metal railjoiners........................£3.25

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners...................£3.15

SL740BH Buffer stop..............................£3.20

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm)..................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight.............£51.25

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves £55.00

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point................£47.50

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point................£47.50

PL33 Microswitch...................................£6.40

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2).................£5.20

PL80 Power Feed....................................£8.00

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon..........£35.00

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon............£35.00

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon................ £35.00

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon................. £35.00

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon........ £35.00

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton unfitted van........ £35.00

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon......... £35.00

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton fitted van............ £35.00

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar . £35.00

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van....... £35.00

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van........................ £35.00

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon............ £35.00

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral..... £35.00

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF)........ £35.00

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral......... £35.00

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon........ £35.00

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van.......... £35.00

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van............. £35.00

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ......................  £35.00

PS100 SR/BR Banana van ...................  £35.00

PS101 SR/BR Meat van........................ £35.00

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper............... £35.00

PS106 SR/BR Cattle truck..................... £35.00

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van........... £35.00

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van.................. £35.00

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van................... £42.00

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£39.95

47047 Hampton Hill Platelayers Hut .....£19.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47009 Single Engine Shed ..Special offer £60.00 

47-541 Walls & Gates ....................... £25.45 

47-558 Corrugated Shed ...................£16.95

47-572 Midland Water Crane ............ £25.45

47-002 Washing Plant ...................... £84.95

47-0054 Mess Room ........................ £59.50

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 44 Cookson St., Blackpool FY1 3ED

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our well stocked shop, 200 yards from Talbot Rd. Bus Station (Blackpool North 

Railway Station 400 yards). Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Eleven liveries planned

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00 
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries Available

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL CLASS 122
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

CURRENTLY STRANDED ON EVER GIVEN

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £89.00 OUR PRICE £75.00
Extension Pack RRP £39.00 OUR PRICE £35.25
Spare Ends (3) RRP £19.00 OUR PRICE £16.00

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
Selling fast, 3 liveries available

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW DAPOL VANWIDE/VEA’S
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

TOWER MODELS LIMITED EDITION
SETS OF SIX £295.00

NEW DAPOL 14/48/58xx
0-4-2T G.W.R or B.R

Available in various G.W.R & B.R liveries, 

autofitted or not, numbered or un-num-

bered, basic, DCC or DCC sound fitted.
BASIC RRP £232.88 OUR PRICE £197.95

Sound fitted RRP £414.00 OUR PRICE £351.90 

LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 26 & 27

VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

AVAILABLE FIRST HALF 2022

NEW HELJAN 61XX PRAIRIE TANK
HJ6100 6110 Great Western

HJ6101 6106 G.W.R

HJ6102 6114 B.R. unlined black

HJ6103 6111 B.R. unlined green

HJ6104 6132 B.R. lined green

HJ6120 un-numbered Great Western

HJ6121 un-numbered B.R. unlined black

HJ6122 un-numbered B.R. unlined green

HJ6123 un-numbered B.R. lined green

HJ6124 5184 Great Western

HJ6125 4144 B.R. unlined black

HJ6126 5158 B.R. lined green

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLE

See our website for full details

DAPOL HAA COALWAGONS
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £50.95
TOWER MODELS EXCLUSIVE

COAL SECTOR YELLOW FRAME
RRP £59.95 OUR PRICE £50.95

AVAILABLE SUMMER 2022

HELJAN MK1 COACHES
6 Body Types in various liveries

RRP £219.00 OUR PRICE £186.15

GUV various liveries
RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

NOW AVAILABLE

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully finished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £181.13 OUR PRICE £153.96
DCC fitted RRP £212.18 OUR PRICE £180.35 
Sound fitted RRP 362.25 OUR PRICE £307.97

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £243.23 OUR PRICE £206.75
DCC Fitted RRP£274.28 OUR PRICE £233.14

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £46.95 OUR PRICE £39.95
B.R VEA, VBA, MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £51.70 OUR PRICE £43.95

DAPOL HBA & HEA COALWAGONS 

8 LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £55.00 OUR PRICE £46.75

TOWER MODELS SET OF SIX RAIL 
FREIGHT RED GRAY

RRP £330.00 OUR PRICE £275.00

AVAILABLE SPRING 2022

NEW HELJAN Mk2 / 2a COACHES
T.S.O. / F.K. / B.S.O. / B.F.K.

RRP £279.00 OUR PRICE £237.25
DUE FOR RELEASE 2022

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available 2021
Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37/4
Eight liveries available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN 43XX MOGUL
6 standard versions in G.W.R and B.R

all un-numbered and

2 limited editions numbered

List Price £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 45
Original all green livery

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £550.00
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 03
5 liveries available

Both numbered and un-numbered
List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £335.75

NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS 

LIMITED EDITION ICI WAGONS
1950’s: 

Red Salt Van (9 types) £42.50 each

NOW AVAILABLE
1960’s:

Blue Salt Vans (4 types) £42.50

5 plank Lime (5 types) £40.00

5 plank Alkalid (5 types) £40.00

NOW AVAILABLE
16 ton minerals

SODA ASH Livery(3 numbers) £41.50

NOW AVAILABLE

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

DAPOL VANWIDE / VEA
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

AVAILABLE AUTUMN 2021

NEW DAPOL CONFLATS
6 VERSIONS WITH LOAD £57.14

4 VERSIONS WITHOUT LOAD £39.54
4 DIFFERENT TOWER MODELS

LTD EDITION SETS OF 3 BR £170.00
NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso or Shell BP Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Planked & Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 31
Limited Re-run 4 liveries remaining

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
LAST FEW

HELJAN CLASS 35 HYMEK
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75 

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 55
3 Liveries Available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS

GWR & LMS Home 4 versions
List Price £58.00

OUR PRICE £49.30

NEW HELJAN CLASS 33
Early and Late Versions

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
11 Liveries IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 31/1 & 31/4
Various liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 56
Total of 8 liveries

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN CLASS 40
CENTRE HEADCODE 5 liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 

crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 

numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15
DCC fitted RRP £234.00 OUR PRICE £198.90

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully finished with diecast 

body and excellent detail. Choice of six 

liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £512.33 OUR PRICE £435.48
Sound fitted RRP £672.75 OUR PRICE £572.74
Available Autumn 2021 Reserve yours now

DAPOL CLASS 121
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL BOGIE BOLSTER E
6 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

RRP £72.40 OUR PRICE £61.54
NOW AVAILABLE
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 The best choice for electronic  parts and spares

The decoder is fully NMRA compatible.

Dimensions: Length 1.1” (28mm) Width 0.6” (15.5mm) Thickness 0.2” (5mm)

DCC standard decoder suitable size for OO/HO scale locomotives

Motor current 1.5 Amp continuous and 2 Amp peak

Motor overload protect adjustable    

4 or 6 x 100mA function outputs

Back-EMF with silent motor control

28 step adjustable speed table / support long address

Advanced consist address setting

Supports running also in DC enviroment

Function remapping for each output

Braking function adjustable
ET 203 6 output ET 201 6 output 

8 Pin version

21 Pin version
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 Prices valid until 31-10-2021  errors excepted 
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See our website for details of all our offers 

Check out our other advert for components

P & P £ 3.50

Free on orders over  £100
Telephone ord

ers 

welcome 

e-mail sales@dmgelectech.co.uk
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DCC Decoder Tester 

for 6, 8 and 21 pin socket 

also 9 pin JST connector.

18 pin next adapter board available from January
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Lighting system for DMU & EMU 

multiple units DCC compatible can also 

be used as coach lighting

With Motor £28.99

Without motor £27.99

This amazing 4 function module

overhead and 3rd rail arcing

ditch light , alarm light

5 Piece Plier set in 

simulated 

leather case 

now only £9.99  

Automatic wire 

strippers

was £ 6.95

Now £6.25

Antex Soldering 

tool kit

18 or 25 watt 

£49.99   

Helping Hand

Assembly Aid

Was £7.99

Now 7.49 
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Cordless Foam 

Cutter 

£52.50   

New items arriving daily

LED Holder 

solder free

£0.75

LED’S all colours 

all sizes

From £0.15

Grain of Wheat 

Bulbs

colours & clear 

£0.40

100 clear £30

Copper Clad 

Boards 

from £3.35

Battery 

Holders 

From £0.25p

Bridge 

Rectifiers

From £0.25

Instrument 

cases & 

Enclosures 

from £ 2.30

Miniature Micro 

Switches 

from £ 0.25 

DMG Technical Ltd

Unit10 Glan y Llyn Ind Est

Taffs Well, Cardiff

CF15 7JD

 Tel 02920 813136



Model Rail 292 2021132 TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA SMITH ON 01733 366379

Q�Model Railways Q�Plastic Kits Q�Track Q�Tools Q�Modelling Materials

SPOT-ON MODELS
With over 30 years experience, we offer a host of modelling items.

SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK

GREAT PRICES

SECOND HAND & BARGAIN SECTIONS

HORNBY - BACHMANN - DCC CONCEPTS

NOCH - GAUGEMASTER - & MUCH MORE

HAVE A LOOK
WWW.SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK

ONLY £2.75 POST PER SHIPMENT

HORNBY OO

R7338  Maglight for 4/6 Wheeled Coaches .....................................£12.75
R60008 The Beatles Sgt. Pepper's Wagon .........................................£19.25
R60009 The Beatles Help! Wagon ......................................................£19.25
R60010 The Beatles ‘Yellow Submarine’ Wagon ..............................£19.25
R60011 The Beatles ‘Magical Mystery Tour’ Wagon........................£19.25
R30036 Diesel Freight Train Pack ........................................................£62.99
R3852 DVLR, Ruston & Hornsby 48DS, 417892 'Jim' ..................£90.99
R3943 Express Dairy Co. Ltd, Ruston & Hornsby 48DS .............£90.99
R3640  PO, Willans and Robinson, Peckett W4 Class, 

0-4-0ST, 882 'Niclausse' ........................................................£104.99
R3766 NCB, Peckett B2 Class, 0-6-0ST, 1426/1916 ....................£108.99
R3870  NCB, Peckett B2 Class, 0-6-0ST, 1203/1910 

'The Earl' ..................................................................................£113.99
R3765 Bloxham & Whiston Ironstone Co. Ltd, Peckett ............£108.99
R3632  BR, Merchant Navy Class, 4-6-2, 35024 ‘East Asiatic 

Company’ ................................................................................£162.99
R3728 BR, Class 21 'Pug', 0-4-0ST, 51207 ........................................£70.99
R3534 GWR, 6000 'King' Class, 4-6-0, 6023 King Edward II ....£182.99

Whilst stocks last

Tel: 01788 543442 email: tonystrains@outlook.com web: www.tonystrainsofrugby.com

+++ WE’RE BACK WITH AN EVEN BIGGER AND BETTER SHOW! +++

+ More than 30 layouts across the scales + live steam + ten modelling demonstrations
+ family attractions + up to 30 specialist traders + accessible venue

+ excellent catering + Museum entry included in price

COLLECTORS CLUB
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show sponsor show sponsor

HOME TO THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST COLLECTION OF 
HISTORIC BRITISH CARS

‘O
’ K

im
ble, Leam

ington &
 W

arw
ick M

RS

British Motor Museum, Gaydon, Warwicks
30th - 31st October 2021

www.gbmrs.com

PRE-BOOKING ONLY

Adults: £14.50

Concessions: £12.50

Children: £9.00

Family: £40.00

FREE

PARKING!

Gates open

9.30am both days

Open until

5pm Sat, 4pm Sun

Go to www.gbmrs.com for full details and to book your tickets
FEATURING ‘TEAM’ GRANTHAM AND LAYOUTS FROM ‘GREAT MODEL RAILWAY CHALLENGE’ TV SHOW

FREE 

COURTESY 

BUS FROM 

LEAMINGTON SPA 

RAILWAY STATION 

(SAT ONLY)

This year’s show is presented in 
association with the Leamington 

& Warwick Model Railway 
Society

VOTED WINNER OF MODEL RAIL 2017 NATIONAL AWARDS SCENIC ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR

MIKE PETT’S SUPERCAST OO MODEL RAILWAY FIGURES

 HAND PAINTED MODELS 'OO' Gauge £5.50 each

NEW MODELS  £2.50 each unpainted

Fireman 
with 

removable 
shovel and 
Loco Driver

VIP Passengers
Holmes & 

Watson

Plinth for 3 of our 
historical fi gures 

Brunel, Fred Dibnah 
& Sir Nigel Gresley

NEW
Steam Era 
Policeman

NEW O Gauge Loco 
Crew, Fireman & 

Driver, £10.50 each 
painted, £8.50 each 

unpainted

NEW

Fred Dibnah

NEW Moriaty, 
joins our popular 
Sherlock Holmes

& Dr. Watson 
fi gures

Steam Era 
worker

Metal Platform 
Totem Stand 

£9.99
Totem with 

layout name to 
fi t £6.99

NEW 

Sir Nigel Gresley,
AA man/RAC Man

  

Painted OO Gauge £5.50 each, Unpainted OO Gauge £2.50 each, Painted O Gauge £10.50 each, Unpainted O Gauge £8.50 each
MINIMUM ORDER 2 FIGURES. Post & Packaging: OO Gauge fi gures £3.75 - O Gauge fi gures £4.50 Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

Please make cheques and PO’s payable to: Mike Pett, 12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PP  
01843 593417   Mob: 07976 724225   Email: mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

Michael Portillo and his
NEW Camera man

NEW

Bride/groom and priest
Charles Dickens 

and Robert Stephenson
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Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) .. Full Colour £6.50 
N (1/148th) ............. Full Colour £5.50
O (1/43rd) ............... Full Colour £4.50

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

10 Wild birds ...................................................................£5.10

12 assorted Doves & pigeons .........................................£5.10

4 assorted Deer & 1 stag ................................................£5.10

8 assorted Rock Climbers ..............................................£7.50

Film Camera and Sound Crew ........................................£6.30

Childrens Playground scene ........................................£15.95

LNWR/LMS standard Signal Box .................................£66.90

8 assorted Farm figures ..................................................£7.50

assorted Garden Greenhouses ....................................£12.30

assorted Garden Sheds ................................................£11.65

10 assorted Hikers ..........................................................£7.85

10 Clergymen & Choirboys .............................................£7.85

2 Horses (no harness) ....................................................£4.60

8 coal or potato Sacks ....................................................£5.10

Cliff Railway-Coaches,acc& motor ............................. £159.80

Pavillion building (cricket, café, scout) .........................£41.40

Fisherman & Equip (rods,box & shelter) ........................£8.40

4 ass. Scooters & riders (Mods) ...................................£13.30

4 ass. Motorcycles & riders (Rockers)..........................£13.50

Surburban Station Building (brass) ..............................£41.40

6 assorted Golfers & Equipment ....................................£8.65

assorted Lawn Bowls Teams ..........................................£5.70

First Aid Set (St John Ambulance) .................................£6.40

¶1�6FDOH·����
'XVWELQV�������
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00 ladders........................................................................£5.65

pendant Wall Lamps x 4 .................................................£6.40

square Wall Lamps x 4 ...................................................£6.40

Octagonal Wall Lamps x 4 ..............................................£6.40

Ornate octagonal Street Lamp .......................................£5.60

Square street lamps x 4 ..................................................£6.40

Square twisted post station Lamps x 4 ..........................£6.40

4 LNWR Station Lamps(Straight Post) ...........................£6.40

4 LNWR Station Lamps(Tapered Post ............................£6.40

Twisted swan neck pendant Lamps x 4..........................£6.40

Station canopy hanging lamps x 5 .................................£6.40

Octagonal twisted post station lamp x4 .........................£6.40

large ‘gibbet’ Loading Crane.........................................£13.35

8 assorted Sacks ............................................................£5.10

6 Working figures - set 1 .................................................£5.85

6 Working figures - set 2 .................................................£5.85

6 Wharfside figures .........................................................£5.85

4 large Oak Barrels .........................................................£5.30

6 Aluminium Beer Barrels ...............................................£5.10

2 large Wooden Packing Cases ......................................£5.45

Lifebelts & stands ...........................................................£5.15

Bath tub, mangle & bucket..............................................£5.15

Rabbit hutch & coal bunker ............................................£5.15

Sundial, birdbath & 2 flower urns ...................................£4.70

2 pairs Crossing Gates ........................£5.30
1 pair Single Crossing Gates ...............£4.60
3 Telephone boxes ...............................£4.10
Telephone Box Series6 etch brass ......£4.40
5 Pillar boxes ..........................................£.85
Water Crane & fire devil .......................£4.50
Dustbins- 6 large, 6 small ....................£4.10
4 traffic lights - single head..................£4.10
4 Traffic lights - double head ...............£4.10
Police Telephone boxes x 2 .................£4.20
Canal set - 2 boats, 4 lock gates ........£25.10
Narrow lock gates ................................£7.95
72ft Industrial Motor Boat ....................£9.50
72ft Industrial Butty Boat .....................£9.50
Wide Lock gates ..................................£9.50
NEW Lock Wall Pack .........................£13.25
Transfers for industrial Canal boats ....£4.95
1 x 70ft Holiday Canal boat ................£11.00
1x35ft,1x52ft Holiday Canal boats .....£16.00
AA Boxes x 2 ........................................£3.75
Bus Shelter with bus stop & figures ....£3.75
Bus stops - set 6 ..................................£3.75
Village Blacksmith & Forge scene .....£11.45
Farm figures- 10 assorted ....................£4.10
Modern Tractor & spray boom .............£4.50
Period Tractor (1940’s to present) ........£4.20

Taxi cab 1930’s onward ............................... £5.30

Bristol ‘Royal Blue’ coach 1940’s ............. £14.30

Newcastle/London Q1 trolley bus 52-59... £18.80

Leyland Tiger TS7 coach 1935 ................... £4.30

Leyland Hippo lorry 1947............................ £9.30

Parcel van - 1 horse .................................... £6.65

Delivery trolley - 2 horse ............................. £6.95

Hansom Cab ............................................... £4.90

Gypsy caravan, horse & figures ............... £11.15

Morris Commercial Van 1 ton 1950’s .......... £6.40

Shand Mason horse drawn fire engine .... £11.15

Leyland Beaver flatbed lorry 1949-70’s ...... £9.20

Leyland Beaver 3 way Tipper 1949-70’s ..... £9.40

Coal cart - horse drawn .............................. £6.65

Brewery Dray - horse drawn ....................... £6.85

Railway Delivery lorry 5 ton 2 horse .......... £6.85

Ruston Bucyrus19RB face shovel ‘37-55 . £17.45

19-RB dragline/clam bucket/demo’37-55 . £25.90

AEC Mercury Tractor & low loader 50’s.... £10.50

AEC Mercury tractor&flatbed trailer 50’s .... £9.20

AEC Mercury 3 way Tipper 1950’s ............. £9.40

OO SCALE  
Brewery Wagon £18.75, 
Wedding Scene £8.80 
(painted £22.80)
Swans and Ducks £5.45
(painted £11.65)
hundreds of other kits
are in our OO catalogue



Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

Produced by 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10:00-5:00, Sunday 10:30ʹ3:30, closed Monday

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ

OO Gauge

IN STOCK NOW!

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

PFB, Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks
Suitable for late 1990s to present day

£35.00 each

�ŽŵŝŶŐ�ƐŽŽŶ�

OO Gauge BBA/BLA Steel Wagons

Available to pre-order now from our website.  

Visit our website for prices & variations.  

OO Gauge HAA/CDA Hoppers
Trains4U Exclusive 
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 (,/((1á6�(0325,80�
0DLO�RUGHU��Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre 

Newent Road, Gloucester, GL2 8DN, ENGLAND 

Visitors welcome by appointment only 

Tel: 01531 828009 

sales@eileensemporium.com 

www.eileensemporium.com 

Visit our webshop www.eileensemporium.com 

 

&Žƌ�WůĂƐƟĐƐ�dŽŽůƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ŽůǀĞŶƚƐ�  

^ŚĞĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ĞĐƟŽŶƐ���ǀĞƌŐƌĞĞŶ��WůĂƐƚƌƵĐƚ��DĂƋƵĞƩ��^ůĂƚĞƌƐ 
^ƚǇƌĞŶĞ�^ŚĞĞƚ���ůĂĐŬ��tŚŝƚĞ�ĂŶĚ��ůĞĂƌ 

^ǁĂŶŶ�DŽƌĞƚŽŶ�<ŶŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ��ůĂĚĞƐ 

X-�ĐƚŽ�<ŶŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ��ůĂĚĞƐ 

tŝĚĞ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�^ŽůǀĞŶƚƐ 

�ŶĚ�^Ž�DƵĐŚ�DŽƌĞ 

3 

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

OUT
NOW

‘16XX’
0-6-0-PT

22 
versions to 
choose from

—x—

—x—

Go to page 102 for 
full details

Order 
yours 

today!

C & L FINESCALE ARE 
SUPPLIERS OF WELL PROVEN 
RANGE OF 4 & 7MM TRACK 

BUILDING MATERIALS WHICH 
INCLUDES OUR EASY BUILD 
POINT KITS WHICH CONTAIN 

ALL OF THE REQUIRED PARTS 
TO BUILD A POINT, FOR 

THE FULL RANGE PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE.

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

Office hours: 10.00 to 13.00 
Monday to Friday

C & L Finescale Track Building 
Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 
12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX

Telephone 01372 748490 
www.clfinescale.co.uk

Easy build point kits available in 
4 and 7mm scales

Ready made common crossings 
in 4mm OO FINE & OO RTR, 
EM, P4 AND 7mm f7 & S7.

All new 7mm O Gauge flexi track

New 4 & 7mm 
individual rail chair 

chair sprues

New OO Flexi track 
based on track panels
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13 Hooper Close, Dunswell, Hull, HU6 9FG
Tel: 0161 883 2022 or 07968 057919

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£32.00

The ACE-3 (DCS2044-3)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

ull decoder programming and reading.ull decoder programming and reading.

£TBA

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 Eight-channel Accessory Decoder.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

rr

ccessory Decoderccessory Decoderccessory Decoderccessory Decoder

rr

ccessory Decoderccessory Decoderccessory Decoderccessory Decoder  £79.00

£54.00
puts.put

puts.

puts.put

puts. £63.00

rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences. £60.00

£30.00

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

NEW!!

DAC22 8-channel DCC Acessory Decoder

Drives all types of point motor.

Independent output addresses.

Built-in CDU

Voltage booster for solenoids.

LocoNet interface.

Our popular DCC controller - getting even better!
The ACE is being re-designed, with a larger 7inch

screen and enhanced features.

Continued support for the ACE-2.

Unfortunately, there is a global supply problem with

certain electronic components - delays of a few months

are being experienced. Therefore, the ACE is currently

out of production, but we will keep you informed

regarding progress on the ACE-3.



����� ����	�
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West Highland Way - Great Glen Way - Rob Roy Way - St Cuthbert’s Way

Pre-booked Accomodation - Luggage Transfers - Maps & Guidebooks

Tel: +44 (0)131 677 0195   www.walkacrossscotland.co.uk   info@walkacrossscotland.co.uk

Self-Guided
Walking Holidays

Bachmann, Hornby, Dapol, Gaugemaster, 
Metcalfe, Peco, etc.

Gauges N to 0. Modelling tools and materials
Locomotive repair and decoder fi tting service

We supply Blue Foam for scenery 
and baseboards

And can build foam baseboards to order

Tel: 07981 
757023

Monday to 
Friday 10.30 

to 4.30 
Saturday

9.00 to 4.30

Unit 38
Market 
Village

South Parade
Sutton 

Coldfi eld
B72 1QU
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MAC’S 

MODEL 

RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET

KIRRIEMUIR

01575 572397
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MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk

Lichtenstein Castle

redeveloped from scratch
1:160 (N), background 00/H0
height: 21 cm, No 794, 7.90 €

Please ask for the catalogue
4.00 € (inc. post)

AUE-VERLAG · Postf. 1108 · D-74215 Moeckmuehl
info@aue-verlag.de · www.schreiber-bogen.com 

Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN
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Model Rail Baseboards
Custom made modular baseboard systems

Manufacturers of bespoke modular baseboard systems.

Our baseboards are supplied fully assembled, the legs just simply bolt on.

Made from professional furniture grade MDF the construction is open 

frame with a 9mm top making them light and incredibly strong and robust.

They are very stable and will not twist, warp or sag. 

We custom make baseboards to order to meet your exact requirements.

We offer a complete layout service.

We can design and build your layout from start to finish. 

Track laying, electrical work, point control panels. 

Scenery.

Model Rail Baseboards
Unit 2 Eden Trading Estate, Monasteroris, Edenderry. Co. Offaly. R45 E791 Ireland

Tel: 00 353 46 973 8858    Email: sales@modelrailbaseboards.com

www.modelrailbaseboards.com

CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:

OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

BRAND NEW WEBSITE with
back in stock alerts and wishlist.

MAIL ORDER 
& REPAIR 

SPECIALISTS



2021 Model Rail 292 141TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA SMITH ON 01733 366379

ADM TURNTABLES
INDEXING DRIVE SYSTEM MANUFACTURERS

making it the ultimate ‘indexing’ turntable solution
** drive system also available for O gauge.

ADM Turntables ‘Indexing Drive System’ 
for N and OO gauge layouts**...

T: 01933 411127 (evenings)  M: 07770 977867
E: alastair@admturntables.co.uk www.admturntables.co.uk

y a stand alone system with no need for a computer

y suitable for DCC or Analogue layouts

y based on a commercially available turntable

y uniquely the bridge is live through 360, preventing 
breaks in sound equipped locos while turning

y quiet, smooth running, powered by a stepper motor 
with up to 100 programmable indexing positions

y driven by a ‘toothed’ belt

y comes as a fully assembled and tested unit

y easy to install, programme and operate

9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 5LF        

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

COMING SOON
NEW RC 

DEPARTMENT 

&

GAMES 

WORKSHOP

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES

Stockists of all major brands

and much more! 
Find us on Ebay: AC Models 2
Amazon: acmodelseastleighGIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE
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Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.

Coastal

DCC

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 80 Manor Road, N Lancing,  
West Sussex, BN15 0HD 
�Tel 01903 754850 

 www.morris-models..co.uk  
  info@morrismodels.co.uk 

 
�

 

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport  

 

Easy free 
parking!! 

Please check 
website for 

opening hours 
or call us 

    

 

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS 
 
 

           

    

      

BRITISH RAILWAYS 

           

 

    

 

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc 

Tel: 02380 772 681                        www.ronlines.com
342 Shirley Road. Southampton. SO15 3HJ

Open Mon-Sat 11am-4pm

Large stocks of pre-owned railways, a selection of which is on 
our website. 

We stock new Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, PECO, Expo tools, 
Electrical components & much more.

We also purchase your unwanted railways, whether it’s a single item 
or collection, anything considered.

Whether you’re a novice or an expert we are always happy to help!  
So why not visit us today or give us a ring!

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ÔOÕ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!
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Dealer  Directory
Bedfordshire

DCC

Models Wanted

Web Browser

Online Shops

Photographic

Marketplace
CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379 • gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Books & DVD’s

ClevelandBuckinghamshire

Online Shops

Cheshire

Kits

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

roxeymouldings.co.uk
Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

Order Online today

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd
9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Closed (appointments only)

Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 3pm

Sunday - Closed

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

Colour-Rail photo library

120,000 railway 
subject images
including Ireland at  

www.colour-rail.com
High res scans for modellers

Image Collections wanted 

Contact us at  

colourrail@aol.com or
558 Birmingham Road,  
Bromsgrove, B61 0HT

Please mention Model Railway 

when responding to our advertisers

RAILWAY BOOKS

BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 

HuddersÀeld, HD1 4UJ

(Shop: Tue/Wed 11:00-17:00 + Thu 14:00-20:00)

www.railwaybook.c om  email: nick@railwaybook.com

Tel: 01484 518159

REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc

130 High St, Redcar,
Cleveland, TS10 3DH.

Tel: 01642 494912
(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £81.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £112.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £111.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).

Non UK and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO

EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6


































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Dealer Directory

Scotland

Isle Of Wight Suffolk

Tyne And Wear
Kent

Leicestershire

North Yorkshire

Nottinghamshire

Staffordshire

Somerset

Cumbria & Lake District 

Essex

Hampshire

Yorkshire

Don’t miss 

the next issue of 

MODEL RAIL 

on sale 28th October

South Cumbria’s number 

one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

Model Railway Supplies,

New & Second Hand Bought & Sold

Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178

www.pooleyspuffers.com

email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 
Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557
www.basementmodeltrains.co.uk

Specialists in “OO gauge” by 
Bachmann, Dapol, Hornby, Heljan, Lima 

New & Pre-owned in stock
OO gauge model Railways always wanted

Tel. 07806 814683

B A SCREWS
ITEMS MAIL 
ORDER LTD

MAYFIELD, MARSH LANE, SAUNDBY, 
RETFORD, NOTTS, DN22 9ES

Tel/Fax: 
01427 848880

BA SCREWS IN BRASS, STEEL AND 
STAINLESS, SOCKET SCREWS IN 
STEEL; AND STAINLESS DRILLS, 
RIVET TAPS, DIES, END MILLS, 

SLOT DRILLS ETC
Email: lostignition8@gmail.com
OR PHONE FOR FREE PRICE LIST 

ON 01427 848880 
www.itemsmailorderascrews.com

Staffordshire

TUTBURY MODELS

COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

Millennium Models
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco & Gaugemaster

New and Secondhand Stock
Javis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi & Oxford

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds
LS27 8EB • Tel: 0113 2189 286

www.millenniummodels.co.uk

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,

Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30 - 17.00

10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  

Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

Email: heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com   Web: johndutfi eldmodelrailways.co.uk

MaestroMaestro

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 
garden railways
LGB ◆ Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft ◆ Piko ◆ Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby ◆ Bachmann 
Farish ◆ Heljan
Peco ◆ Dapol

Metcalfe ◆ Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.

GRAVESEND
MODEL CENTRE
ALL YOUR WARGAMING, 
MODELLING & RAILWAY 
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
SHOP OPEN: Mon - Sat 9am till 4.30pm

• Sunday 10am till 4pm

15 The High Street, Gravesend, DA11 0BQ

E: gravesendmodelcentre@gmail.com

Tel: 01474 536531
Find us on Facebook

www.gravesendmodelcentre.co.uk

Building Kits and Scenic Accessories 

www.skytrex.com 

Tel: 01509213789 

Email: sales@skytrex.com 

Traditional Model Shop 

with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways

Plastruct, Glues,  

Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY

Tel: 01349 862346
www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk

Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00
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If there’s a prototype that you think needs to be offered in 
ready-to-run form, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

In 2015, Vivarail revealed plans to produce a 

fleet of low-cost, low-maintenance rolling 

stock by upcycling surplus London 

Underground ‘D’ stock vehicles, which had 

been manufactured by Metro-Cammell from 

1978 to 1983. A total of 75 six-car trains were 

eventually assembled for use on District Line 

services, with the sets entering service in 

1980. By 2015, however, the stock was due for 

withdrawal, with the last of the fleet being 

removed from traffic in 2017. 

A substantial portion of the redundant fleet 

was subsequently acquired by Vivarail, who 

set about stripping them down to their bare 

bones. A significant feature of the rebuilding 

work involved the strengthening of the cab 

exteriors to provide extra protection for the 

driver in the event of a collision. A high-tech 

diesel-electric traction package was designed 

specifically for these trains – what would 

become Class 230 – with the prototype unit 

undergoing a thorough testing programme 

from 2016. But the project ran into problems 

in 2017 when the three-car unit caught fire.

A second prototype unit was rolled out in 

2018, equipped with a state-of-the-art battery 

power package. A year later, the first Vivarail 

Class 230 diesel units entered service with 

Locomotive: Vivarail ‘D-Train’ – Class 230/484 
Multiple unit

Gauge: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Paul Read, Oxford

London Northwestern Railway on the 

Marston Vale Line, between Bletchley and 

Bedford. Transport For Wales has also 

ordered five Class 230 diesel/battery 

three-car units for use on the Border Lines, 

Conwy Valley and Chester to Crewe services. 

Meanwhile, South Western Railway 

ordered five two-car Class 484 versions 

equipped for 750V DC third rail power, with 

the first vehicles already delivered to the Isle 

of Wight and due to enter service later this 

year. Additionally, there has been a further 

order from the USA, for a two-car unit, 

destined for the Iowa Interstate Railroad’s 

‘Pop-Up’ metro service.

What would make it viable?

The prototype units are new, with a 

distinctive visual appearance and striking 

modern liveries. Even considering the small 

number of units built to date, there are 

already diesel, battery, hybrid and electric 

versions. Furthermore, they will be seen on 

both main line and branch line duties.

It’s likely more operating companies will 

place orders, thus future-proofing the cost of 

tooling such a model. A further option would 

be to produce the trains in their 

original London Transport guise as well. 

Can I see a real one?

Yes. London Northwestern Railway already 

has a small fleet of Class 230 DMUs and, later 

this year, Island Line’s Class 484 EMUs will be 

in operation.

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Paul’s argument? 

Join the debate on our Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/modelrail
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1. What is your earliest memory of railways?

I travelled from Newark Castle to Lincoln Central 
with my grandparents to see the swans, as I’d seen 
pictures of one in a book and called it a duck. 

2. What was your most memorable train journey?

I enjoyed travelling on the Eurostar to Paris, but my 
most memorable has to be the journeys from 
Nottingham to Cardiff for university. Three and a half 
hours on the Cross Country Class 170s was not a 
pleasant experience!

3. Name your favourite railway station?

Cardiff Central. I like the fact that it’s raised above the 
rest of the city and it’s always really busy. I’ve boarded 
countless trains from there through my university years.

4. How did you get into the hobby industry?

I was watching videos online and starting to get a bit of 
a collection, and was fortunate that the job at Model Rail 

was advertised shortly after I graduated.

5. What did you do beforehand? 

Studied radio broadcasting at university, specialising in 
sports – something I’m putting to good use now!

6. What hobbies do you have? 

I enjoy a round of golf and have two volunteer 
positions covering sport, so that takes up a lot of my 
other free time.

7. Have you ever built a model railway? 

Everything I’ve built so far has been for the magazine, 
but I’m currently building my garden railway room for 
my new layout (see page 22).

8. What model or craft project are you most proud of? 

I believe my best model so far has been the London 
Underground diorama I made a couple of years ago. 
I have also finished a scratchbuilt model of my own 
house which I’m quite proud of. Fortunately I’m 
improving all the time so everything keeps getting 
better!

10. Where do you find your inspiration? 

For modelling a lot of my inspiration comes from 
London as I love the London Underground but also from 
YouTube, particularly Geoff Marshall’s channel and his 
series about the least used stations around the country. 

11. What motivates you the most in your job? 

Producing something of which I’m proud. I was 
always ambitious with projects at school but could never 
execute them. My technology teachers would probably 
spit their coffee out if they heard what I was doing now!

12. What has been your biggest challenge so far? 

At Model Rail it’s definitely been putting together BMT!

13. What has been the best decision you’ve ever made? 

Going to university. Initially I didn’t want to, but after 
the open day it really motivated me. I just scraped in 
and once I was there I made sure I made the most of it. 

14. If you could change anything about the hobby, 

what would it be? 

For everyone to get along. I feel there is a lot of tension 
between some manufacturers and retailers and even 
modellers of different scales and opinions. I think 
people sometimes forget that they were once new to 
the hobby and didn’t know anything.

15. What was your big ambition as a child? 

To become a sports commentator for the BBC and follow 
in the footsteps of my idols. I’m not quite there yet, but 
my freelance work means that I’m well on the way!

16. If you had a time machine, where would you go? 

As I wouldn’t be able to change anything, I’d only be able 
to observe, so I think I’d go to the scene of a historic 
battle such as Agincourt and watch from the sidelines to 
see how events unfolded (I’m also a big fan of history).

17. What’s your hidden talent? 

I wouldn’t call it a talent as such, but I can add a sports 
commentary to any clip or real world event.

18. Do you have any strange quirks that you’re 

prepared to share? 

I don’t really have any. I suppose having lengthy 
conversations with myself is the only thing. As an only 
child I quickly learned how to keep myself entertained.

19. Who is your hero? 

Colin Fray, the Nottingham Forest commentator for 
BBC Radio Nottingham. The fact that I now get to work 
with him is a bit surreal!

20. What was the best advice you ever had? 

You’re still young and you don’t have to have achieved 
all your life goals by the age of 25.

21. How would you like to be remembered? 

As somebody who was good at what they did.

Next month: Dave Martin, Buying Manager at Hattons, reveals his passion for Manx trams. 

Behind the 

Backscene

Coming to us fresh 
from university, 
Chris also works on 
a freelance basis for 
the BBC, covering 
ice hockey.

This month, our youngest team member 
Chris Gadsby answers Model Rail’s quick-fire 
questions.

 I can 

add a sports 
commentary to 
any clip or real 
world event 

9. If you could build 

your dream model, 

what would it be? 

It would have to be a 
scale model of 
Cardiff Central, 
although in ‘OO’ 
I would need around 
100ft of track! I’d 
want to cram in the 
important features: 
Principality stadium, 
my university 
building and halls of 
residence, even 
picking out my room 
which overlooked 
the main line.
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 

requirement for early to modern collections 

of British and Foreign trains and train 

sets from large accumulations to items 

of individual value. Our customer base is 

increasing dramatically and we need an  

ever larger supply of quality material to  

keep pace with demand. The market 

has never been stronger and if you are 

considering the sale of your collection,  

now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 

professional valuation of your collection, without 

obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 

make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 

will recommend inclusion of your property in our  

next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 

transportation of your collection to our Warwick 

offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 

offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 

only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 

anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 

assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 

details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 

customer base we are in a position to offer prices 

that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 

with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 

Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com




