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Here’s why: Starting as 
a supplement in RAIL 
magazine, Model Rail went 
‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
follow modelling projects 
that you can complete 
without breaking the bank, 
inspirational photographs 
of the best model railways 
and thorough, unbiased 
reviews so you can make the 
most informed choices when 
spending your money. 
Don’t forget our own model 
ranges – see pages 100-103. 

Life’s better 

with Model Rail

Model Rail essential information
Q: /RRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�ROG�IHDWXUH�EXWbFDQōW�UHPHPEHU�

ZKLFK�LVVXH�LWbZDV�LQ"�

A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�H[FOXVLYH�PRGHOV"

A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�ERRND]LQHV"

A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

Q: +DYH�D�SUREOHP�RU�TXHU\�DERXW�RXU�GLJLWDO�

PDJD]LQHV"

A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: 6XEVFULSWLRQ�LVVXH�QRW�DUULYHG"

A:�&DOO�RXU�6XEVFULSWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RQ��������������

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

Our DCC 
specialist 
starts a 
QHZbOD\RXW�

every year!

Chris Leigh

,Q�KLV���WK�\HDU�
in the hobby, 
so he can 
claim to be 

experienced!
Chris 

1HYDUG

Peter 

Marriott

'DYH�

/RZHU\

Paul A.

Lunn

I seem to recall that all of my early 

layouts had a locomotive shed of one 

sort or another. From my first 6ft by 4ft 

oval with sidings, to my various round-

the-bedroom affairs, the addition of a shed 

scene was deemed of equal importance as 

a station. After all, as someone who began 

detailing and repainting locomotives 

while still at primary school, I wanted 

somewhere to show them off! 

In adulthood, I’ve built a number of 

depot dioramas and a couple of shed-

based micro layouts. I’ve never been 

alone in my love of a good engine shed 

scene, as countless other modellers have 

followed similar paths over the years.

Just like the real thing, locomotive 

depots could be large or small, depending 

on location, era and operating 

requirements. The splendid layouts 

featured this month both feature 

impressive sheds as key focal points but, 

for those of us with limited space, 

replicating anything but a small local shed 

can be a challenge.

On page 46, we take a look at a number 

of ’depots with a difference’, with each 

offering an unusual and inspirational 

modelling challenge. My own take on this 

theme was inspired by a number of 

partially demolished steam sheds, 

re-purposed as stabling points at various 

locations around the country. The exposed, 

whitewashed internal walls act as an 

arresting visual backdrop against which 

locomotives and DMUs can be posed. 

While it certainly lacks the purpose and 

glamour of a Top Link shed, it does offer 

Welcome

something a little different. Furthermore, its 

character captures the cash-strapped nature 

of the 1970s British Rail era perfectly.

On a less gritty note, I’m delighted to 

welcome our new editorial assistant, 

Samantha Toombs, to the Model Rail team. 

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

Subscribe now and 
get Model Rail for 
just £3.90 a month!
Get Model Rail for less! 
6HH�S���

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
E\be-mail:
modelrail@bauermedia.
co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
3HWHUERURXJK�3(�b�($

Or you can call us 
RQb������������

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail

Get in touch

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or 
any other subscription 
queries, please e-mail 
bauer@subscription.co.uk or 
FDOO�RXU�8.bQXPEHU�
RQb�����b������.

O�)RUbRYHUVHDV�
subscriptions, call  
���b�����������.

O To manage your account 
RQOLQH��YLVLW�www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on 
�����b������.

O�2YHUVHDV�FXVWRPHUVbVKRXOG�
call ���b����b������.

6WHYH�
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NewsOpening the box
The latest happenings from the world of model railways

The Big 
Picture
Determined to 
ƓQDOO\�ƓQLVK�D�
project, Matt 
Haynes set about 
building a layout 
at the start of 
lockdown, like so 
many others. With 
a fascination with 
the Great Western 
Railway in Devon, 
his layout ‘Walsham 
St Helens’ took just 
a few months to 
complete, but the 
results could fool 
you into thinking it 
took several years. 
You can read more 
about Matt’s layout 
in an upcoming 
issue of Model Rail.
Photography: 
CHRIS NEVARD

6
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Opening the box

T
he highlight of 

Bachmann’s autumn 

update was undoubtedly 

the news of an all-new 

Brush Type 4 Class 47 diesel in 

‘OO’ gauge. This project is 

reported to have begun several 

years ago, with the Barwell 

team consulting original works 

drawings and undertaking 

surveys of real locomotives, 

with an aim to produce an 

ultimate ‘Duff’.

Uniquely, the new ‘47’ will 

include a working roof fan 

system, powered by its own 

dedicated motor that will 

operate on either DC or DCC 

systems. A wealth of detail 

options is to be catered for, 

encompassing train heating 

boilers, water/fuel tank 

arrangements, bufferbeam 

cowlings (or lack thereof), 

plus headcode and headlight 

variations, allowing a full 

range of BR and post-

privatisation subjects to be 

faithfully reproduced.

Initially, five livery options are to 

be released: BR two-tone green, BR 

blue, InterCity ‘swallow’, Railfreight 

Construction sector and the 

‘European’ Railfreight Distribution 

scheme. Named locomotives will 

feature etched ’plates and the cab 

interiors boast fully detailed 

consoles and bulkheads, including 

the all-essential hotplate! 

Each of these models will be 

available either DCC-ready (with a 

PluX22 decoder interface), DCC 

sound-fitted (with a twin speaker 

system) or in a new DCC Sound 

Deluxe format. The ‘Deluxe’ 

versions boast extra features, 

including a reflective coating to 

the windscreens, mimicking the 

appearance of the prototype. 

Production of the first batch of 

‘47s’ is complete and delivery to 

stockists is due within the next 

few months.

ALL-NEW ‘47’ 
)520b%$&+0$11

What’s available?
X��������6)�6);�&ODVVb�����'�����%5�WZR�WRQH�JUHHQ��
VPDOOb\HOORZbSDQHO
X��������6)�6);�&ODVVb�����������%5�EOXH
X��������6)�6);�&ODVVb�����������%5�,QWHU&LW\
X��������6)�6);�&ODVVb�����������%5�5DLOIUHLJKW�&RQVWUXFWLRQ
X��������6)�6);�&ODVVb�����������Tinsley Traction Depot 
%5b5DLOIUHLJKW�'LVWULEXWLRQ
Prices
X�'&&�UHDG\�e������
X�'&&�VRXQG�ƓWWHG�e������
X�'HOX[H�'&&�VRXQG�ƓWWHG�e������

00
GAUGE
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Other new additions to 

Bachmann’s catalogue include a 

raft of DCC sound-fitted versions 

of the popular LNER ‘J72’/NER ‘E1’ 

0-6-0T. Four livery options are 

available, catering for pre-

Grouping, LNER and BR eras.

LNER ‘J72’ GETS THE 
SOUND TREATMENT

In ‘N’ gauge, the Graham Farish 

range introduces three new LMS 

50ft Inspection Saloons, using 

the tooling produced previously 

for the N Gauge Society. Both 

LMS and BR guises are on offer, 

including one in the popular 

InterCity ‘Swallow’ livery. New 

versions of the TTA tank wagon 

and ex-LMS 20T brake van are 

also introduced, the latter in 

either BR ‘Dutch’ engineers’ 

colours or in a weathered 

version of NCB blue.

INSPECTION SALOONS, TANKS AND BRAKE 

VANS FOR FARISH

Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

‘M7’ GETS FRIENDLY
In answer to numerous 
customer demands, 
Dapol has upgraded the 
DCC functionality of its 
Ō1ōbJDXJH�/6:5�Ō0�ō������7��
Describing the models as 
Ō'&&�IULHQGO\ō��'DSRO�KDV�
elected to house the PCB in 
WKH�EXQNHU��8VHUV�ZKR�ZLVK�
for DCC control can replace 
this PCB with a wired ‘micro’ 
decoder by making four 
VROGHU�FRQQHFWLRQV��,I�\RX�
don’t feel comfortable doing 
it yourself, Dapol is offering 
D�ƓWWLQJ�VHUYLFH��$b'&&�
IULHQGO\�PRGHO�FRVWV�e������
DQG�D�'&&�ƓWWHG�PRGHO�LV�
SULFHG�DW�e�������
Web: www.dapol.co.uk

HELJAN ‘DUFFS’ 

,1b352'8&7,21
+HOMDQōV��PP�VFDOH�&ODVVb��V�
KDYH�ƓQDOO\�JRQH�LQWR�
SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�GHOLYHULHV�
DUH�H[SHFWHG�WKLV�DXWXPQ��
$bGR]HQ�YHUVLRQV�DUH�
EHLQJbRIIHUHG��FRYHULQJ�D�
wide span of the Brush 
7\SHb�ōV�LOOXVWULRXV�FDUHHU��
ZLWK�SOHQW\�RI�HUD�
DSSURSULDWH�GHWDLO�YDULDWLRQV�

In Brief00
GAUGE

What’s available?
X�������6)�/1(5�Ō-��ō�1R�b�����/1(5�OLQHG�EODFN
X�������6)�/1(5�Ō-��ō�1R�b������%5�EODFN��HDUO\�FUHVW
X�������6)�/1(5�Ō-��ō�1R�b������%5�EODFN��ODWH�FUHVW
X�������6)�1(5�Ō(�ō�1R�b�����1(5�OLQHG�JUHHQ
Prices 
e�������HDFK

N
GAUGE

O
GAUGE

WARLEY SHOW 

CANCELLED
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the 
:DUOH\�0RGHO�5DLOZD\�&OXE�
has announced that this 
\HDUōV�:DUOH\�1DWLRQDO�
0RGHO�5DLOZD\�([KLELWLRQ�DW�
WKH�%LUPLQJKDP�1(&�KDV�
EHHQ�FDQFHOOHG��'HVSLWH�WKH�
OLIWLQJ�RI�PDQ\�&RYLG�
restrictions, the ongoing 
perception of risk has led 
the club to doubt whether a 
VXFFHVVIXO�HYHQW�FRXOG�EH�
KHOG�LQ�������

/HWōV�KRSH�IRU�EHWWHU�
things next year, with the 
show now booked for 
1RYHPEHU������������
Web: www.thewarleyshow.
co.uk

N
GAUGE

N
GAUGE

00
GAUGESCENECRAFT SELECTION

The Scenecraft range has new 

additions, including a much 

requested return of the ‘N’ gauge 

carriage shed and ‘OO’ modern 

servicing depot, plus a low-relief, 

street-level London Underground 

station façade.
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

Sonic Models has unveiled its 

first 4mm scale locomotive: the 

elegant Robinson LNER ‘A5’ 

(GCR ‘9N’) 4-6-2T. Built over a 

15-year period from 1911-1926, 

44 examples were constructed, 

with the last survivors being 

withdrawn by BR in 1960.

Robinson’s design was 

unusual, with the ‘Pacific’ 

wheel arrangement seldom 

used on tank locomotives. 

It was intended primarily for 

suburban workings out of 

Marylebone and, later, 

King’s Cross, while some of the 

later builds headed north to 

work in the Bradford area. In 

BR days, more ‘A5s’ left the 

capital and began working in 

Lincolnshire and on to 

Darlington and Hull. 

Sonic Models will be offering 

both original GCR and later 

LNER versions, with the models 

featuring a heavy die-cast 

chassis, flywheel, Next18 DCC 

socket (hidden in the cab), sugar 

cube speaker, NEM coupling 

pockets and sprung buffers. All 

models will be supplied with an 

accessory pack including coal 

shovel and rake and dummy 

screw-link couplers. 

All of the important detail 

differences will be catered for, 

including GCR or LNER dome, 

whistle and smokebox, 

three-rail or five-rail coal bunker, 

single or split cab front window, 

open or glazed cab-sides and 

smooth or riveted sandbox 

wrapper. Livery variations will 

include GCR lined green, 

GCR lined green with L&NER 

lettering, LNER lined and 

unlined black and BR mixed 

traffic lined black with 

BRITISH RAILWAYS lettering, 

early or late crests. 

Tooling is complete, EP 

samples have been tested and 

the first decorated model has 

been received for assessment. 

ROBINSON ‘A5’ 4-6-2T FROM SONIC

Sonic Models’ next ‘N’ gauge 

locomotive will be the 

distinctive LNER/BR ‘J50’ 

0-6-0T, produced in 

conjunction with Revolution 

Trains. Based on the ‘J50/3’ 

(with steam brakes) and 

‘J50/4’ (with vacuum brakes) 

designs, the models will cater 

for a host of detail variations, 

SONIC ‘J50’ 0-6-0T
including GNR or LNER 

buffers, open or plated coal 

rails, plain or fluted coupling 

rods and raised or flush Ross 

pop valves.

The models all feature a 

similar drive to Sonic’s 

successful recent GWR ‘56XX’, 

as well as a detailed cab 

interior and six-pin DCC 

SOUVENIR TANK 

FROM LOCOMOTION
Locomotion Models 
has released its second 
souvenir wagon, in the form 
of a six-wheel tank, 
produced by Dapol. 
Available in the Railway 
Museum’s shops or online 
IRU�e������HDFK��WKH�ƓFWLRQDO�
teal livery makes for a very 
attractive sight. 
Web: www.
locomotionmodels.com

In Brief

00
GAUGE

socket. First EP samples are 

already being tested and the 

model is expected to be 

available early in 2022. 

Pre-orders are now being 

taken, with the models 

available exclusively from 

Rails of Sheffield. Prices are 

estimated to be £109.95 each.

Web: www.railsofsheffield.com

N
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

The model is priced at £149.95, 

subject to any changes in 

currency and conditions 

between now and production 

and is expected to be ready to 

ship late Q4 2021/Early Q1 2022. 

The models can be 

pre-ordered exclusively from 

Rails of Sheffield. 

Web: www.railsofsheffield.com
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Opening the box

JOIN THE GM 
REVOLUTION!

T
he pioneering Class 59, 

which revolutionised 

diesel traction in the UK, 

is to be the subject of 

Revolution Trains’ next ‘N’ gauge 

locomotive model.

The first example entered 

service with Foster Yeoman (FY) 

in 1986, hauling heavy stone 

trains from the Mendip quarries. 

Frustrated with the unreliability of 

BR’s existing fleet of locomotives, 

FY looked to the USA for a 

solution. General Motors’ 

Electro-Motive Diesel plant at La 

Grange, Illinois, turned out the 

first four Class 59/0s in a striking 

silver and blue livery. Proving an 

immediate success, the new 

locomotives offered exceptional 

levels of reliability and haulage 

capacity, leading to a fifth 

example being ordered.

In 1990, ARC Southern took 

delivery of four Class 59/1 

locomotives, followed by 

National Power which received 

six Class 59/2s in 1994. In all, 15 

Class 59s were built and all 

remain in service with a variety 

of operators and in liveries, 

including Hanson, Freightliner 

G&W, GBRf and DB.

CAD work has been completed 

and Revolution is anticipating 

first samples in time for the 

International N Gauge Show in 

mid-September. The tooling has 

been designed to incorporate 

numerous detail differences and 

enable all locomotives in the 

class to be accurately depicted, 

including GBRf’s unique 59003, 

with its central marker lights.

Ben Ando, co-director of Revolu-

tion Trains, said: “The Class 59 is 

the vital missing link for modern 

image ‘N’ gauge enthusiasts. 

As the immediate predecessor to 

the now ubiquitous Class 66, their 

place in Britain’s rail history cannot 

be overstated, and we are 

delighted to be working with 

Freightliner, GBRf, Arlington Fleet 

Services, Aggregate Industries and 

Hanson to do justice to this 

impressive design.”

The Revolution model will 

feature the usual refinements, 

including detail differences 

between sub-types, switchable 

directional lights, low friction 

pickups, NEM couplers, pho-

to-etched roof and side grilles, a 

sound speaker hidden in the 

underslung fuel tank as standard, 

TWO-HORSE DRAY

An attractive 

3D-printed, pre-painted 

two-horse Brewer’s Dray cart 

is now available from 

Osborn’s Models. Just the 

thing to pose outside a pub 

whose cellar is being 

restocked. 

Price: £24.99

Web: www.osbornsmodels.

com

N
GAUGE

N
GAUGE

Dapol has shown off livery samples 

for its new fleet of Class 66s, 

including GBRf’s 77731 Capt. Tom 

Moore. Dapol will make a donation 

of £40 per model from sales of this 

model to NHS Charities Together. 

Pre-orders for this model have now 

closed but, if stock does become 

available, then it will be made 

accessible via the Dapol website. 

and a powerful drivetrain.

In addition, different bogies, 

exhausts and bodyshells are being 

tooled to allow the many 

differences between subclasses – 

and even between individual 

locomotives in each subclass – to 

be accommodated. The model 

also features, like the prototype, a 

removable centre section, so 

fitting a DCC decoder is a snap.

Revolution’s Mike Hale added: 

“We have been working on this 

model for some considerable time, 

and with Class 59s having 

performed with staggering 

reliability over the last four 

decades, it is time a high-quality 

mass market model was available 

to ‘N’ gauge enthusiasts.”

Pre-orders are being taken for 

an ‘early bird’ price of £114.95. This 

will increase to the standard 

pre-order price of £124.95 after a 

short period. The RRP after 

production is expected to be £150 

for DC models and £250 for 

DCC sound versions

Web: www.revolutiontrains.com

N
GAUGE&/$66b���/,9(5<�6$03/(6
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Opening the box

Kernow Model Rail Centre has 

received the first engineering 

prototypes of the eagerly awaited 

GWR Steam Railmotor in 

‘OO’ gauge and they are now 

being fully evaluated and tested. 

The models have electrical 

pickups on all wheels and full 

working valve gear, including the 

radius rod and piston valve stem. 

A vertically positioned motor is 

completely hidden inside the 

boiler of the power bogie. 

Working directional oil lamps and 

interior lights are also fitted. The 

models will be DCC-ready with a 

21-pin decoder socket and 

28mm speaker pre-installed.

The tooling allows for both the 

Diagram ‘O’ type and the 

Diagram ‘R’ type Steam 

Railmotors to be produced in five 

ACCURASCALE Mkb��83'$7(
Decorated samples of Accurascale’s Mk 5 coaches 

have been revealed, showing off the attractive 

Caledonian Sleeper livery in all its glory. The sleeper 

coaches are showing plenty of promise in a 

decorated state but further refinements and 

improvements to the paint finish will take place. 

The deceptively complex Caledonian Sleeper livery 

is coming together nicely with an excellent colour 

match for the tricky Midnight Teal colour.

The Trans-Pennine Express Mk 5s are also 

progressing, albeit more slowly. The ultra-complex 

livery has pushed established 

printing techniques to the very 

limit, leading the company’s factory 

engineers to develop a new means of production. 

While the CS coaches are almost ready for 

production to begin, until the TPE coaches reach a 

similar stage in development, a firm delivery date 

cannot be set. Accurascale apologises for this delay. 

However, orders are still being taken, with just a £30 

deposit required to secure your packs.

Web: www.accurascale.co.uk

&/$66b�����$7�

Ō'(&2ō�67$*(�

Heljan has also been 

busy with its ‘OO’ 

UHQGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�&ODVVb������

Following on from the 

UHFHQW�Ō����ō��WKH�SRSXODU�

sub-class features Flexicoil 

VSULQJV��6$%�UHVLOLHQW�

wheels and various 

PXOWLSOH�ZRUNLQJ�RU�7'0�

FDEOH�VRFNHW�

DUUDQJHPHQWV��7KHUH�ZLOO�

also be a choice of 

)DLYHOH\�RU�%UHFNQHOO�:LOOLV�

KLJK�VSHHG�SDQWRJUDSKV�

DQG�D�ZKRSSLQJ�QLQH�

OLYHULHV�DUH�RQ�RIIHU�

In Brief

00
GAUGE.(512:�02725,1*�$/21*

versions. The diagram ‘O’ type’s 

most obvious differences from 

the Diagram ‘R’ are the larger 

boiler room windows, double-leaf 

passenger doors and ‘Fishbelly’ 

rather than ‘Equalising’ bogies.

Web: www.kernowmodel

railcentre.com

'$32/�Ō2ōb*$8*(�83'$7(6
Dapol’s Class 66 has moved a 

step closer with the arrival of the 

first engineering prototype. The 

EP is currently under review and 

a selection of photographs is 

available on Dapol’s website, 

alongside information on how 

you can pre-order factory-

installed DCC sound models.

The HBA and HEA hoppers are 

also progressing well, with EPs 

currently under review. A few 

issues have been identified and 

Dapol is working with the factory 

to address them. The models are 

expected to be in shops 

sometime during Q1 2022.

Also at the EP stage is Dapol’s 

new range of ‘O’ gauge bracket 

and junction signals, expected in 

O
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

shops early next year. Available in 

the range will be GWR right-hand 

and left-hand brackets with 

single or twin arms. Retailing 

at £95 for the single and £105 

for the double-arm version, all 

the signals are now available to 

pre-order at Dapol stockists.
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FORDHAMPTON EXPANSION CONTINUES
Gaugemaster’s expanding 

‘Fordhampton’ range has been 

boosted by a pair of new 

infrastructure kits. The 

injection-moulded plastic 

assembly kits portray an 

electricity substation 

(Ref. GM487, £19.50) and a gantry 

crane (Ref. GM488, £13.00), the 

latter being ideal for all manner 

of rail-served freight 

terminals. Produced for 

Gaugemaster by Heljan, the 

kits’ components are moulded 

to a high standard and 

instructions are supplied.

Availability: Gaugemaster

Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

00
GAUGE

Opening the box

($6<�75$&.�02'(/�5$,/:$<�/$<287�,1�$b%2;
Easy-Track is the latest idea 

from Noch, providing a 

complete, multi-level 

trackbed for a layout 

measuring 190 by 120cm. 

The wood sections are pre-cut, 

while a comprehensive set of 

plastic risers is also supplied.

Detailed instructions are 

provided, plus a large paper 

template showing where each 

component should be fixed to 

the main baseboard which, 

along with the track, is not 

supplied. A ‘OO/HO’ track plan is 

Essential for anyone with an 
interest in the railways of 
North West England – espe-
cially modellers – this book 
covers everywhere 
between Buxton and 
Chester to the south, 
Fleetwood to the north, the 
Irish Sea to the west and the 
Pennine ridge to the east. 
The author has laboriously 
retraced the railway 
network past and present 
via more than 180 map 
pages, showing running 
lines, stations, sidings, 
yards, depots and rail-
served industries, with 
WRQVbRI�KLVWRULFDO�QRWHV�
adding context. 
Book: Liverpool & 

Manchester Railway Atlas, by 
Joe Brown (Crécy Publishing)
Price: £30.00

This handy volume, 
originally published in 1981, 
offers vital information on 
all of BR’s London Midland 
Region steam sheds from 
1950 onwards. Listed from 
1A (Willesden) to 29C 
(Dundee West), each entry 
contains a sketch map of the 
track layout and infrastruc-
ture, as well as lists of 
allocated locomotives. 
There are plenty of period 
photographs too which, 
although small, give a 
ŴDYRXU�RI�HDFK�ORFDWLRQ��
Second-hand copies are 
widely available, and other 
BR regions were covered in 
separate volumes.
Book: BR Steam Motive 

Power Depots – LMR, by 
3DXOb%ROJHU��,DQ�$OODQ�
Price: around £5.00 

Modeller’s Bookshelf

An amazing new geographical reference book is featured this month, along with a useful pair of older 

tomes that have proved useful to the Model Rail team. 

$QRWKHU�VHFRQG�KDQG�ƓQG�
from the early 1980s, this 
book proved invaluable when 
assessing Hornby’s new LNER 
‘A2/3’ (see page 84). Charting 
the development of 4-6-2 
designs on the LNER, there’s a 
healthy mix of technical and 
historical information, along 
with scale drawings and lots 
of photographs. The 
DSSHQGL[�LV�ƓOOHG�ZLWK�D�
XVHIXObOLVW�RI�DOO�/1(5�
Ō3DFLƓFVō�bLQFOXGLQJ�/1(5�%5�
numbers, names, build and 
withdrawal dates. An essential 
reference for enthusiasts and 
active modellers, copies can 
be found online or at 
specialist bookshops.
Book: (DVW�&RDVW�3DFLƓFV�

DWb:RUN��E\�3�1�b7RZQHQG�
�,DQb$OODQ�
Price: around £5.00 

supplied, including a passing 

loop, station with a siding, plus 

a run of approximately 7m. The 

plan specifies Märklin, Trix, 

Piko or Roco Line components 

– and their equivalents in Peco, 

Bachmann and Hornby. 

While the scene depicted on 

the box is European, the layout 

could easily be adapted to 

depict the UK. (PM)

Stock number: 53600

Price: £125.00

Availability: Noch stockists or 

Gaugemaster

Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

DCCconcepts’ range of 

rolling roads has been 

upgraded with the arrival of 

various ‘Premium’ editions. 

Gold-plated mounting 

brackets feature sets of 

super-smooth, stainless 

steel roller bearings and each axle 

cradle is simply placed onto the 

track. Power is then transferred to 

the wheels, allowing models to be 

maintained or programmed. Such 

a device is great for those without 

continuous-run layouts, and 

means new models can be run in 

more effectively.

Various sets are available. The 

‘HO/OO’ set featured here comes 

with alternative spacers for 

‘EM/P4’, along with adaptors for 

three-rail track. Meanwhile, the 

‘N’ gauge set can also be 

converted for ‘TT’. Both the 

‘HO/OO’ and ‘N/TT’ packs include 

ten-axle cradles, packed in a 

luxury, foam-padded box, along 

with a small screwdriver. 

For ‘O’ gauge, there’s a choice of 

four or six-axle sets.

Price: from £99.95 per set

Availability: DCCconcepts

Tel: 01729 821080

Web: www.dccconcepts.com

PREMIUM OPTION 

FOR DCCCONCEPTS’ 

ROLLING ROADS
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AK CITRUS CEMENT

Do you enjoy building 
plastic kits? Are you fed up 
with the toxic smell of 
traditional liquid poly cement 
glue? Then this unusual 
formula may appeal to you. 
The thin liquid has a pleasant 
FLWUXV�RGRXU�DQG�WKH�ƓQH�
EUXVK�ƓWWHG�WR�WKH�MDUōV�OLG�
permits precise application. 
It takes much longer to act 
than regular poly cement, but 
bonds have proved reliable. 
7KDW�VDLG��SDUWV�GR�QHHG�WR�ƓW�
together perfectly to gain 
VXIƓFLHQW�ERQG�VWUHQJWK��
:RUWK�D�WU\��EXW�,ōP�QRW�
����bFRQYLQFHG�\HW�
Price: £4.99 per 40ml jar
Availability: Scale Model 
Shop
Tel. 01422 405040
Web: www.scalemodelshop.

co.uk

REVELL 

35(&,6,21b6$:

Consisting of an 
ergonomically designed 
handle and three 
interchangeable blades, this 
miniature cutting tool has 
many uses for modellers. 
Ideal for use on plastics, 
wood and resin, each blade 
cuts cleanly and swapping 
them is simple, thanks to the 
sliding retaining clamp and 
locating pin. The larger blade 
offers greater control when 
cutting straight lines, but the 
others are great for curves 
and for working in awkward 
areas. Perfect for kit-bashing 
and scratchbuilding tasks.
Price: £9.99
Availability: Revell stockists
Web: www.revell.de/en

VALLEJO 

3/$67,&b3877<

$QRWKHU�PRGHOOHUōV�HVVHQWLDO�
that will appeal to those who 
like a fresh-smelling 
workshop. This odourless 
DFU\OLF�SXWW\�LV�JUHDW�IRU�ƓOOLQJ�
gaps and minor imperfec-
tions on plastic, wood and 
FDUG�NLWV��7KH�ƓQH�QR]]OH�
allows for precise application 
and the putty can be sanded 
when fully cured (best left 
overnight). It can also be 
manipulated with water 
before it cures, thus minimis-
LQJ�WKH�QHHG�IRUbFOHDQLQJ�XS�
ODWHU��,WōVbJUHDWbYDOXH�WRR�
Price: £3.25
Availability: Scale Model 
Shop
Tel. 01422 405040
Web: www.scalemodelshop.

co.uk

ON THE WORKBENCH

George Dent looks at the new products to land on his workbench this month

ANY
GAUGE

…and finally

Interviews are under way to select a new colliery shunter. Pulled in by a 
tractor, the candidate, Driver Van-Trailer (possibly Dutch?), is turned out 
LQ�VPDUW�VWULS\�DWWLUH��:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�KLV�HQJLQHř�ŏ2.��,�GRQōW�KDYH�
one, but I SO want to leave the shiny corporate world. I want to get my 
buffers dirty pushing wagons around. Look, I can use the green engine 
EHKLQG�PH��ZHōUH�JRRG�PDWHVř�SOHDVHř�please…”

EXHIBITION DIARY – 
SEPT-OCT 2021 

(ALL SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT 

GUIDANCE ON COVID-19)

September 11

HEYWOOD, LANCS. Heywood 

Model Railway Group, Club Rooms 

open day, Unit 4, Park Works, River 

St, Heywood OL10 4AB. Time: 

1000-1600. Admission: By dona-

tion. Tel: 07909 144007

September 11-12 

LEAMINGTON SPA, WARKS. 

The International N Gauge Show. 

Warwickshire Event Centre. A425, 

Southam Rd, Leamington Spa 

CV31 1XN. Time: Sat 1000-1700, Sun 

1000-1600. Web: www.meridienne 

exhibitions.co.uk

September 25

PITSTONE, BEDS. Tring & District 

MRC Beacon-Rail 2021. Pitstone 

Memorial Hall, Vicarage Road, 

Pitstone LU7 9EY. Time: 1015-1630. 

Admission: Adult £3, Child £1.50, 

Family £7. Tel: 01525 850703. 

Email: r.longman@btinternet.com 

Web: www.tringandaylesburymrc.

co.uk 

September 25-26

STICKNEY, BOSTON. Boston 

MRS MRE. Stickney Village Hall, 

7 miles north of Boston on A16, 

PE22 8BG. Time: Sat 1000-1700, 

Sun 1000-1600. Admission: Adult 

£3, Family £7. Tel: 07958 137122. 

Email: djcurrie@live.com 

October 2

SUTTON COLDFIELD. Sutton 

Coldfield Railway Society, Trinity 

Centre, Church Hill, Mill St, B72 

1TF. Time: 1000-1630. Admission: 

Adult £4 Web: www.scrs.club

October 3

IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. Stowmarket 

Railway Club Toy & Train Fair, 

School St, Needham Market, IP6 

8BB. Time: 1030-1600. Admission: 

Adult £3, children free Web: www.

stowrailclub.org.uk/Toyfair.htm 

October 9

CRADLEY HEATH, W. MID-

LANDS. Ormiston Forge 

Academy, Wrights Lane, Cradley 

Heath, W. Midlands B65 6QU. 

Time: 1000-1630. Admission: 

Adult £5, Child £2.50, Family 

£11. Email: chmrc@hotmail.co.uk 

October 9-10

DUNDEE. Dundee MRC MRE. 

The Ardler Community Com-

plex, Turnberry Avenue, Dundee 

DD2 3TP. Time: Sat 1200-1630, 

Sun 1000-1630. Admission: 

Adult £5, Child £3.50, Fam-

ily £12. Tel: 07497 919817. 

Email: dunddmrc@outlook.com 

Web: www.dundeemrc.co.uk 

ALDERSHOT. Farnham and District 

MRC 46th Annual Exhibition. 

Alderwood Leisure Centre, Tong-

ham Road, Aldershot GU12 4AS.  

Time: Saturday 1000-1700, 

Sunday 1000-16.30 (refreshments 

available from 9.30). Admission: 

Adults £6, Children £2, Family £15. 

Web: www.farnhammrc.org.uk

ANY
GAUGE
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GAUGE

Unusual scenes 

captured by 

WKHbOHQV�

RIb&KULVb1HYDUG… 
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Opening the box

Staff Show & Tell

Keep on trucking

H
aving worked at Model Rail for 

nearly 20 years, there have been 

times when I’ve really needed a 

break from trains. I do have plenty 

of other hobbies, but building kits remains high 

on my list, especially when it’s cold and dark 

outdoors. The depth of winter is often when 

I indulge in kit-building, but my hobby time 

increased exponentially in early 2020 when 

Covid first appeared. What to do while trapped 

at home? It was the perfect opportunity to 

finish a host of part-made trucks that have been 

sitting around for years. 

I began dabbling in 1:24 scale model trucks in 

earnest about five years ago, after a few 

dalliances in my younger days. I’d come to 

realise what good value many of these kits 

were, especially in comparison to certain 

elements of today’s model railway hobby. For 

about £50 – plus the same again for paints and 

sundries – you get a high-quality plastic kit with 

hundreds of parts, which can take months to 

assemble and finish. The larger scale allows for 

endless amounts of extra detail to be added 

and the sense of reward can be considerable. 

Judged on the amount of modelling-per-buck, 

they offer a fantastic deal, especially for 

someone who enjoys building over operating. 

So, what did I build? The original plan was to 

finish three or four existing projects, but I was 

soon hooked. So far, I’ve built a dozen trucks in 

the past 18 months, ranging from 1:72 to 1:24 

scale, with varying degrees of complexity. I still 

have another two on the go at the moment; 

they’re certainly addictive.

One of the projects I’ve enjoyed the most is a 

1:24 scale DAF 95, using an Italeri kit as the 

basis. Although I didn’t add a lot of extra 

details, save for an enhanced cab interior, the 

painting and lining stage proved great fun. 

Working to a strict budget, I made use of my 

stocks of BR Standard Locomotive Green for 

the main livery colour. BR Sherwood Green was 

also employed, along with BR Crimson for the 

chassis and bumper. 

Furthermore, I needed some bespoke logos 

and raided my box of spare decals. I came up 

trumps with a pack of Highland Railway 

locomotive lettering, which was chopped up to 

produce the fictional Ray Haigh branding. 

Quality Assured logos and telephone numbers 

were from a C-Rail Intermodal transfer pack for 

an ISO container. Despite both packs being for 

‘OO’/1:76 scale, they suit the 1:24 truck perfectly. 

Additionally, the lining is from a Fox Transfers 

pack, left over from an old project.

This really did prove the benefit of never 

throwing anything away! 

The BR green livery was built up over several layers 

with an airbrush, rubbing down carefully between 

each coat. After a clear gloss coating, the Fox Trans-

fers waterslide lining was applied, adding the corner 

elements first. When these had dried, they were 

linked with the straight lines. 

I felt like an anagram expert as I chopped up these 

4mm scale Highland Railway logos to create a con-

vincing haulier’s name. In a nod to railway practice, 

I also gave the truck a number.

Aligning the letters correctly took some time, using 

low-tack masking tape as a guide. 

Just before the pandemic, 

George’s wife was working in 

Canada and sent back lots of 

photos of interesting trucks. 

One of which, a vintage 

Ford LTL9000, inspired 

this model – again in 1:24 

scale – which features lots of 

scratchbuilt detail.

The pandemic led George Dent to rediscover 
KLVbORYH�RI�EXLOGLQJ�PRGHO�WUXFNV�Ŋ�VR�PXFK�VR�
WKDWbKH�ZURWH�D�ERRN�DERXW�LW�
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George’s recent mentions of truck kits 

prompted me to dig this monster out from 

the back of my garage. It must date from 

soon after my first trip to Vancouver Island 

in 1976, when I was captivated by the 

logging trucks which were here, there 

and everywhere. 

I could not find a kit for one of the 

off-highway Hayes trucks, which are the 

really big ones, so I settled for a Mack 

Peerless Roadrunner in 1:25 scale. The kit 

was by AMT, sold as Matchbox in the UK, 

and an assortment of faded stickers on the 

Modeller’s log

Chris Leigh

This 1:24 scale truck 

was built from an Italeri 

plastic kit and finished 

with a variety of railway 

livery paints and decals. 

The leopard print seat 

covers came from a 

non-railway supplier!

READ ALL ABOUT IT

Having built so many trucks in the past couple 

of years, George decided to write a book on the 

subject. Building and Painting Model Trucks 

has just been published by Crowood Press and 

it includes a vast array of assembly, modifica-

tion, detailing, painting and weathering tips 

for any scale and all abilities. Available from 

bookstores or direct from www.crowood.com

box shows that it came from the long-closed 

Gamleys toy shop in Staines and was 

progressively reduced from £7.25 to £2.50. 

Did I really get that huge kit for just £2.50!

One or two parts have gone missing 

over the years, notably one mirror and one 

radio aerial and I also refitted a few parts 

before I took the photograph. Above all, it 

needs something doing with those truly 

awful plastic logs. I doubt that the plastic 

‘bunks’ will take the weight of some real 

logs, so I’ll just have to improve the look of 

the plastic ones.

George has built lots of trucks 

in the last year, in 1:72, 1:48, 1:35, 

1:32 and 1:24 scales.



Decorated examples shown may be subject to further adjustments. For further information visit our website: www.accurascale.co.uk

accurascale
www.accurascale.co.uk

1:76/4mm scale. OO gauge 

Available from Q4 2021 

Priced from £22.50 per wagon

Buy online or from your local stockist

Accurascale; all the detail, all the value

Introducing our brand-new range of MGR based coal 

hoppers in 4mm/OO gauge, featuring the classic HAA, 

hooded HBA, HCA, HDA with correct uprated brakes and 

suspension, MHA and more.

It would be rude to leave out the classic CDA for English 

China Clay workings and the MHA spoil wagons, right?  

We have you covered there too! 

With 23 different packs in the first run alone, there are  

over 80 different wagons available.

But how much are all these variants? Well, just £74.95 

per three pack. With our bundle deals it works out at just 

£22.50 per wagon. Suffice to say that our range, quality  

and value for money is peerless.

THE MERRY GO ROUND – POWERING BRITAIN 
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Opening the box

The place to share your projects with the Model Rail community.

This is my latest ‘N’ gauge British-outline layout 

‘Scotton’ built on a 4ft by 2ft board. The layout 

is currently about 95% finished but it needs 

more detailing: trees, fences, vehicles, people, 

some artistic touching up, but it already 

represents a transport and heritage railway 

with steam, diesel and motor vehicles. 

My idea was for a heritage railway but 

based on eras 3-5. Primarily, diesel and steam 

was to be seen, with tank engines and small 

Heritage railway’s coming along nicely

Show & Tell

shunters being the main attraction. 

The buildings are primarily Metcalfe card 

kits, some modified, some standard. In 

addition, the engine sheds are US ‘Pikestuff’ 

plastic buildings. The track is Peco Code 80 

Setrack, ballasted with Woodland Scenics 

fine ballast. LED street lighting will be added 

to the station and the transport museum 

and the motive power depot.

David Armstrong

Currently, ‘Worthy Down’  is 

in Year 21 of my planned 

one-year project, and 

completion is still some 

way off. The biggest 

constraint is the location in 

a low-ceilinged loft, with 

the baseboards only six 

inches above the floor, 

requiring work to be done 

in a kneeling position.

The addition of a Velux 

window does, however, 

enable one to see the trains 

in sunlight on occasion, 

Shedding light on a long project

The periods of lockdown over the last 

year provided ample time for railway 

modelling – sometimes there was not 

much else to do. For me it was an 

opportunity to complete a layout 

started some years ago, but interrupted 

by such inconvenient things as 

alteration work to the house.

But complete it I did, and it was very 

satisfying to run. I began to wonder if 

there was another project I could tackle. 

As is frequently the case, space was the 

main problem. My loft is full of stuff, but 

no other location seemed available. 

Then I spotted the windowsill in my 

study – 5ft 10in long and 9in wide. Surely 

a small ‘N’ gauge layout could go there? 

A tiny terminus station, with a 

runaround in a scenic section at one 

end, a bridge to divide this from a 

non-scenic section with a runaround, 

plus siding at the other, seemed a 

workable scheme. 

As work progressed, it became 

obvious that a little scenery was 

required. The entire layout then 

became scenic, and I added a 

couple of tunnel mouths at the far 

end so it looked as if the tracks 

actually went somewhere.

A particular benefit of the windowsill 

location is that our house backs onto 

fields, which forms a natural backscene. 

Andrew Mayes

Lockdown window

which makes a big difference 

to the visual appeal.

The photographs show a 

corner where I have 

installed a Bachmann 

Southern Region EMU 

carriage shed with 

modifications. The plan is to 

use it as a template for two 

further scratchbuilt sections 

to extend it to hold a six 

coach train under cover on 

the longest siding. As the 

original height clearance 

appeared to be very tight, 

I raised the side walls on 

blocks of strip balsawood, 

disguised as brick walls. 

Skylights have been cut into 

the metal roof and lighting 

installed. In fact, there are 

two partly illuminated Peco 

inspection pits, as well as 

some carriage cleaner’s 

platforms. The cosmetic 

conductor rail inside the 

shed is probably not 

prototypical, but it seems to 

look reasonably railway-like. 

Ken Dunton



DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the 
fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby�

As the �rst new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK. 
DIGITRAINS now has over 16 years experience to share. 

Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 
through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 
free advice, a decoder installation service, a huge range of sound

�les and the best DCC 'test drive' facility around. 
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t’s one of those irrational 

things. I don’t like heights 

but I do love a nice big 

bridge. I’ve always put my 

fear of heights down to the fact that, as 

a very small child, I rode my tricycle 

down the stairs of the block of flats 

where we lived. At around the same 

time, my fearless father took me up the 

ladder to the very top of Hartland Point lighthouse. 

I don’t recall enjoying it!

I grew up in a town whose bridge was infamous. 

Staines bridge carried the A30 road over the Thames, 

and on summer weekends its traffic jams were 

legendary. It also had a wooden Bailey bridge put up 

during the war and used as a footbridge into the 1960s. 

You could look through the gaps in the timber and see 

the murky water of the Thames swirling below.

Yet, somehow, despite my fear, I’ve always been 

attracted to bridges – provided I can look at them with 

my feet on firm ground! I recall being offered a press 

visit to Brunel’s Royal Albert bridge at Saltash after BR 

had completed a major refurbishment. “We’ll take you 

up the ladders and over the top of the tubes, on the 

walkway.” No, you won’t! I declined the invitation. 

In 1981, in the far west of Canada, I was taken to see 

the Kinsol trestle, an abandoned wooden bridge on 

Vancouver Island. At 144ft high and 617ft long it was the 

largest wooden bridge in the Commonwealth. 

It fascinated me that men had stood on the edge of that 

precipice and said, “we’re going to cross this with a 

bridge that will carry a thousand tons of train and we’ll 

build our bridge with the available material – timber.”

Some years later I wrote a piece for the island 

newspaper, The Times-Colonist, as part of the local 

campaign to get the trestle restored. I was proud to 

have my contribution acknowledged on the board 

beside the renovated trestle, which 

is now a significant tourist 

attraction. I can now walk over it 

but I still can’t look over the edge!

I did, though, copy the detailed 

diagrams for each of its 46 frames 

(known as bents). I reproduced 

them to ‘HO’ scale and used them 

as templates on which to build the 

bents in balsawood. My model of 

the Kinsol was built over seven 

years. Some of the larger bents 

contain over 100 individual pieces 

of timber and I estimate that there 

are between 8,000 and 10,000 

individual parts in the whole 

trestle, which is just three bents 

shorter than the real thing and 

measures some 6ft 6in overall. 

All of which brings me to the 

point. We ought to see more 

models of great bridges! We had some wonderful 

bridges in the UK but we let some of the best be 

destroyed. We lost all Brunel’s timber viaducts. To a 

degree Brunel’s timber bents were similar to those of 

the Kinsol in being designed to be replaced without 

stopping traffic over the bridge. At least we have Guy 

Williams’ beautiful 4mm:1ft scale model at Pendon. 

We featured the late Peter Midwinter’s wonderful 

‘OO’ rendering of the Connel Ferry bridge over Loch 

Etive in Model Rail 278, but in general our layouts can 

only accommodate more modest-sized bridges, which 

is a real pity because there were some wonderful 

bridges to model.

In south-west England, though we lost the Brunel 

viaducts, they were usually replaced with handsome 

and more durable stone structures. The Southern 

Region’s wonderful Meldon Viaduct, which is really 

two iron viaducts interlaced, still stands, with part 

used as a footpath, but those which used iron or 

combined iron and masonry have generally fared 

particularly badly. 

In the 1960s we lost Belah in Cumbria, at 196ft, the 

highest bridge in England. Belah was 347yd long. It 

was designed by Thomas Bouch, who is best 

remembered for his ill-fated Tay bridge. It was shorter, 

but taller than the Kinsol Trestle and would surely 

make an impressive model. 

Still better would be the viaduct in the photograph 

at the top of this page, which I recently acquired and 

which has really fired my imagination. Crumlin 

Viaduct on the Newport Abergavenny & Hereford 

Railway was the third highest bridge in the world, at 

200ft. It was in use from 1858 until the railway was 

closed by Beeching, and was demolished in 1967. 

That Belah and Crumlin were destroyed seems 

almost like demolishing the Eiffel Tower or bulldozing 

Stonehenge. Viaducts, particularly those of metal 

construction, require continuous and expensive 

maintenance and in the 1960s there was little talk of 

the value of heritage, only the cost of it. 

To be honest, I had never thought much about 

Crumlin until this photograph caught my attention. 

The appeal of the landscape with roads and cottages 

seeming to tumble down the valley really sets the 

‘modelling juices’ going. If only I had the space…

I

Modelling Diary: Chris Leigh 
Busy preparing Oakworth for its trip to Yorkshire for the 
Worth Valley’s Railway Children display.

Opinion

According 
to Chris…

Chris Leigh’s fear of 
heights doesn’t mix 
well with his liking 
for big bridges.

imagine this in model form! ‘56XX’ 0-6-2T No. 6661 crosses 

Crumlin Viaduct with a Pontypool Road to Hengoed 

High Level train. The livery of the first coach is a mystery. 

T.B. OWEN/CJL COLLECTION

Even when derelict, the 

Kinsol trestle was provided 

with a viewing platform 

so that visitors could be 

impressed. CHRIS LEIGH

 That Belah 
and Crumlin 
were destroyed 
seems almost 
like demolishing 
the Eiffel Tower 
or bulldozing 
Stonehenge 

In its original location, the Kinsol 

model was viewed from the other side. 

The backscene is a montage of views 

from the real trestle. CHRIS LEIGH
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT BOURNEMOUTH WEST MPD



Dream depot
Beeching may have erased some of our railways, but for Bob Tiller it 
presented the opportunity to showcase his collection of models, and 

depict an alternative reality of Bournemouth West. 
Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

Depots aren’t for everybody, but Rob has done a great job of creating a believable layout that has plenty of space for his models. The use of a turntable is a great way to make extra space, and there are operational 
possibilities to 

boot.

“

”
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f you were to go up to anybody in the 
street and ask them to name an event that 
happened in the 1960s, they’d probably 
reply ‘the Moon landing’. Ask a railway 

enthusiast for an event that happened in the 1960s 
and only one thing will immediately come to their 
mind, and it’s probably the same thing that’s come to 
yours before you read on for the answer. 

Dr Beeching’s report on the railways spelled the 
end of thousands of miles of lines across the country, 
including the Somerset & Dorset which used 
Branksome Depot (at Bournemouth West). This was 
until the general election of 1965 resulted in a Labour 

I
government. Elected on a promise that MP Barbara 
Castle would reverse the closure of the line, she 
subsequently secured a deal and the Western Region 
of British Railways took over the route from the 
Southern and Midland operations, saving the line 
and the depot from Beeching’s axe. 

If you’re slightly confused by that story that’s 
because, sadly, this scenario is pure fantasy; the line 
was closed and erased from existence. Fortunately, in 
the wonderful world of miniature railways, Bob 
Tiller has recreated the depot as a way of showing off 
his extensive collection of locomotives. 
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The brick wall has been chipped away to make 

room for the signal arm.

There is a lot of interior detail to admire.

<RX�QHYHU�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�PLJKW�ƓQG�DW�D�GHSRW��

including a huge piston!

1

2

3

things we like3
“Boxes upon boxes of my 

models are currently in 
storage and I needed a way to 

show as many as possible”

Bournemouth West 

is the location for 

the area breakdown 

gang, who operate a 75T 

Ransome crane.

2



30 Model Rail 291 September 2021

‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT BOURNEMOUTH WEST MPD

“I have been buying S&D diesel locomotives for a 

long time and the number now stretches above 200”, 

says Bob. “But I, as almost every other modeller who 

doesn’t have the luxury of being called Pete 

Waterman, don’t have the space to show them all at 

once. Boxes upon boxes of models are currently in 

storage and I needed a way to show as many as 

possible, even though I don’t take the layout out 

anywhere. With a small space but very little in the 

way of ‘trains’, a depot seemed logical as I wouldn’t 

need to have long lines for rolling stock and could 

focus entirely on the locomotives.”

So why has Bob spent the past three years 

recreating a lost depot and expanding his collection 

of diesel-hydraulic locomotives? It all stems from his 

first job in 1976. 

“I left school and went to work at Old Oak 

Common with the diesel-hydraulics”, he explains. 

“I was one of the last people still in service to have 

trained with them and they have stuck with me all 

through my working life into my position now as 

engineering director of a large railway company. 

There was even a locomotive named after me a few 

weeks ago, which was a very pleasant surprise! Like 

a lot of people, I’ve modelled what I know from 

almost 45 years of working with them.” Bob led the 

purchase of D1010 Western Campaigner, and he has 

also been chairman of the The Diesel and Electric 

Preservation Group (DEPG) for 30 years, working on 

preserved ‘Western’ and ‘Hymek’ locomotives.

For those wishing to adopt a similar method with 

their layout, there’s one depot feature that proves to be 

a lifesaver. Not only does it provide plenty of 

operational interest but it’s also Bob’s favourite, yet 

most challenging, aspect of ‘Bournemouth West MPD’.

3

4
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6
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“The turntable is the main focal point of the 

model, but as anyone who has put one on their 

layout will know, it is a bit more difficult on a model 

railway than in real life. In a similar way to live frog 

points (which ‘Bournemouth West MPD’ also 

features), the presence of electricity meant I needed 

to take isolating the area into consideration, 

switching the polarity and avoiding short circuits. 

I got there in the end, but don’t listen to anybody 

who tells you that DCC is only two wires. It is much, 

much more than that!”

SPEED BUILDING
With time so valuable, Bob wasn’t able to spend 

hours scratchbuilding all of the buildings and 

scenery, so he used off-the-shelf products that he 

lightly customised to make them blend in. 

“When I see depot layouts at exhibitions I’m 

always surprised by how much people have put in 

there in the way of buildings and structures. They 

look good, but in many cases they’re vastly 

overpopulated. Apart from a couple of workshops 

and somewhere for the workers to have lunch and 

recuperate, the locomotives are left outside all the 

time. I’ve just added a couple of Bachmann 

Scenecraft buildings to ‘Bournemouth West MPD’, 

7

8
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lightly weathered to blend them into the scene. 
I decided that rather than trying to scratchbuild one 
and taking several months for a result that might not 
look as good, it was easier to just buy one and add 
some weathering.”

Although the buildings are straight out of the box, 
Bob has worked hard to make sure the depot is as 
realistic as possible, adding operational ground 
position signals from Absolute Aspects, plenty of 
workers and pit lights, and controlling it all from the 
Peco lever switches at one side of his irregular 
polygon layout. 

“Most modellers will have a layout with a 
rectangular, oval, or an ‘L’ or ‘U’ shape, but the real 
Bournemouth West was in the middle of a triangle of 
track, so it didn’t have the luxury of acres of space 
enjoyed by modern depots. The company took 
whatever space it could get. I’ve replicated this as 
best I can, angling the front of the layout in several 

10

All depots operate 

round the clock, so 

lighting was an essential 

addition.

9
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If I’m not working on the 1:76 layout, I’m 

organising 1:1 locomotives as engineering 

VWUDWHJ\�GLUHFWRU�RI�*%b5DLOIUHLJKW�

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Size: 15ft by 4ft

Track: Peco Streamline

Time to build: Three years

Power and control: DCC from a Gaugemaster 

Prodigy

FACTFILE: ‘BOURNEMOUTH 
WEST MPD’

MODELLER CV:  
BOB TILLER

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh 4
ft

15ft

12
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9 8
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places. At one end, the tracks converge into a single 

line before the entrance to the fiddleyard, which is a 

series of straight lines and four turnouts to give me 

several roads. Because I’ve modelled a depot, I don’t 

have long trains to deal with – it’s just the 

locomotives and the odd DMU – so the fiddleyard 

doesn’t need to be long. Occasionally, a ‘7F’ 

might appear after a preservation run, 

but the company doesn’t put these 

on very often!” 

The majority of these 

depots have now been 

consigned to the 

history books and those that do remain 

look unrecognisable compared to 60 

years ago as the stock and requirements of 

a depot has changed dramatically. A 3D 

representation can help people understand 

the past better than a photograph, and while 

‘Bournemouth West MPD’ isn’t an accurate 

representation, all the major features are there. It 

might even inspire a youngster to take up railway 

engineering or railway maintenance. Now wouldn’t 

that be a satisfying side effect of the hobby? 

12

13
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17 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how

Workbench
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Meet the Model Rail Expert Modellers

George Dent
Learn from 
RQHbRI�WKH�
FRXQWU\ōV�

EHVWbPRGHOOHUV��

Steve Nall
0DNLQJ�KLV�ƓUVW�
IRUD\V�LQWR�FRDFK�
GHWDLOLQJ�Ŋ�ZLWK�

LPSUHVVLYH�UHVXOWV�

Chris Leigh
4XLWH�VLPSO\��ZKDW�
&KULV�GRHVQōWb 
NQRZ�LVQōWbZRUWK�
NQRZLQJ�

Peter Marriott
6FHQLF�JXUX��
.QRZV�ZKDWōV�
DYDLODEOH�DQG�
KRZ�WR�XVH�LW�

40 Build a depot… 
with a difference

52 Enhance Bachmann’s 
Mk 2a coaches 56 Make a 

SORXJKHG�ƓHOG

50 Install speed 
restriction signs
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW
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Angling for something a little out of the ordinary – and inspired by a number of prototype 
locations – George Dent decided to model a 1970/80s diesel stabling point, based 
around the remains of a steam shed.

20
hrs

OO
GAUGEU

nlike many railway enthusiasts of 

my (and earlier) generations, I don’t 

have any memories of ‘bunking’ 

into locomotive sheds as a youth. 

There were no such facilities near my home 

for a start, with most of the steam-era depots 

having been swept away before I was born. 

What I do remember, though, is a range of 

stabling points for diesel traction. Consisting 

of little more than a handful of sidings, the 

odd hose pipe, oil drum and maybe a shabby 

Portacabin acting as mess hut, they weren’t 

exactly filled with the romance of the likes of 

Edge Hill or Old Oak Common.

However, the presence of favourite 

locomotive classes – Classes 

20/25/31/37/40/56 – made them a magnet for 

our Saturday morning excursions, especially 

to Arpley Junction in Warrington. If Mum was 

with us, we’d have to make do with trying to 

‘cop’ the numbers through the steel fence. If it 

was just Dad, he’d sneak us across the 

industrial wasteland so that we could walk 

among the sleeping giants. Until we were 

shouted at by BR staff, that is! Not the most 

responsible bit of parenting, I suppose, but it 

was exciting, nonetheless. 

Unsurprisingly, that era of lax security at 

railway depots is long gone and 

trespassing is a much more serious issue 

these days – and an activity that we would 

certainly not condone.

HIDDEN FROM VIEW
As mentioned on this month’s Welcome page, 

I’ve added some sort of engine shed scene to 

many of my layouts over the years, as well as 

creating a few ‘micros’ centred around a 

steam or diesel depot. For those of us who 

struggle to find room for a layout, a depot 

scene is perfect. No need to worry about 

run-round loops or carriage lengths, as light 

engine movements are simple, while still 

offering some operational interest.

%8,/'�$b'(327ř
HOW TO 

WITH A DIFFERENCE



41www.model-rail.co.uk

SHOPPING LIST
�XWills: SS71 Round top windows and 
walls set; SS46 Building pack 
accessories; SSMP227 English Bond 
Brick sheets; SSMP204 Granite sets 
VKHHWVbAvailability: Peco stockists 
Web: www.peco-uk.com

�X DCCconcepts Wall and Platform 
ODPSVbWeb: www.dccconcepts.com

�X Deluxe Materials Ballast Bond 
adhesive, Plastic Kit Glue and Plastic 
Magic liquid poly cement 
Availability: Your local 
model shop or 
www.gaugemaster.com

TOOLS
�X Knife and spare blades

�X Steel rule

�X Setsquare

�X Tweezers

�X Files

�X Magnetic corner clamps

�X Paintbrushes

�X Pipette

�X Track rubber

What George usedThere are plenty of great depot buildings 

available off-the-shelf, in both ‘N’ and ‘OO’, 

while there are countless kits too, for ‘N’, 

‘OO’ and ‘O’, each of which can be readily 

adapted to suit different track configurations 

and periods. However, one big drawback that 

I’ve found with sheds over the years is the fact 

that the trains are practically hidden when 

parked inside. 

Adding interior lighting helps, especially if 

there are large windows and doorways to 

allow the interior to be enjoyed. Moreover, 

detailing a shed interior can be great fun and 

hugely rewarding. Another possible approach 

is to create a removable roof, which helps if 

locomotives stall or derail inside the shed, but 

this requires intervention from ‘the hand of 

God’ to reveal the interior.

As Ray Norwood has done, on his excel-

lent ‘Feltham Road MPD’ (see page 66), the 

roof of a shed can be purposely modelled 

partially open. This can be entirely prototypi-

cal as, following war damage and a general 

decline in maintenance in the 1950s and 

1960s, many steam sheds lost part or all of 

their roofs, which must have been unpleasant 

for the workforce, but it’s a perfect scenario 

for us modellers.

AN OFFBEAT APPROACH
After a bit of reading around, I came across a 

few images of Leeds Holbeck shed in the early 

1970s, revealing that most of the roundhouse 

steam shed was demolished, leaving just the 

outer wall standing. The remnants of this 

whitewashed wall acted as a dramatic 

backdrop for the legions of grubby Type 2 

diesels stabled at the shed, creating a highly 

inspirational scene.

With my creative juices duly stimulated, 

I set about creating a depot diorama that 

would take up the minimum amount of 

space and act as an interesting stage on 

which I could pose my diesel locomotives 

and multiple units. Based around a partially 

demolished steam shed, the building 

would surely be easy to construct. Per-

haps it could all be done in a weekend? 

I thought I’d give it a try.

The bulk of the diorama was, indeed, 

completed over a weekend, although drying 

times of paints and glues at various stages 

meant that I had to wait a bit longer before 

finishing things off. Building the shed’s 

remnants proved to be a quick, fun bit of 

scratchbuilding, with the Wills building sheets 

taking care of much of the hard work. 

Inhabiting a footprint of just 54cm by 14cm, 

it’s a feature that could be shoe-horned into 

even the smallest of layouts.

Only a handful of basic tools was 

required and, much to my wife’s dismay, the 

whole thing was constructed on the dining 

room table. Domestic issues aside, I’m very 

pleased with the finished result, as it has 

provided an excellent backdrop for my 

collection of diesel locomotives and 

multiple units. Satisfyingly, the project also 

allowed me to scratch a modelling itch that 

has been around for a while. 
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Wills’ packs of round-top windows provide 
sheets of embossed plastic with window 
apertures pre-formed, along with frames and 
brick arch overlays. Clean up the excess plastic 
from around the openings with a blade.

Flat and half-round files took care of the final 
cleaning up of the apertures. The outer edges 
of the brick sheets were also filed straight and 
true, using a set square, as it’s important that 
the wall sections can be joined squarely. 

For the end wall of the shed, both the inside 
and outside faces will be visible so, after 
installing the window frames, two of the Wills 
wall sections were glued back-to-back. Take 
care to get them aligned neatly.

The long side wall of the shed will only be seen 
from one side, so there was no need to repeat 
the sandwiching of twin layers. The end was 
fixed to the first of the side sections. Corner 
magnetic clamps ensure an accurate joint. 

1

4

2

5

Any gaps between the walls sections were 
hidden with small buttresses, cut from Wills’ 
matching embossed brick sheets, cut into thin 
strips. A set square helped align the buttresses 
vertically while the liquid cement was applied.

The outer faces of the end wall were 
beefed-up with more sections of brick-
embossed plastic, adding external buttresses 
and pelmets. A set of window ledges was also 
created from plastic strip. 

7 8

The brick arch overlays could then be cut 
from the sprue and glued in position, taking 
care to get them aligned correctly, in relation 
to the underlying brick courses. A thin liquid 
poly cement is recommended for a neat job.

The remaining three side sections were joined 
side-by-side, with thick strips of plastic card 
fixed to the rear to add strength and aid 
alignment. A thicker, slow-setting poly cement 
was used for these larger joints.

3

6

A short section of the other side wall was 
created from two layers of brick-embossed 
plastic sandwiching plain plastic card to 
create depth. The exposed edge was coated 
in filler to mimic a rendered finish.

9

STEP
BY

STEP

DEMO 1 – BUILDING THE SHED
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The walls were capped by brick sections from 
the Wills Buildings Accessory pack. I’d thought 
about adding a gable apex to the end wall, but 
figured that it would’ve been knocked down for 
safety reasons – this also saved a lot of time!

Now that the main structure was complete, it 
could be used to determine the overall footprint 
of the depot. Sheets of Wills Granite sets were 
cut to provide the Victorian-era hardstanding 
around the sides and end of the twin sidings.

10 11

The track had already been partly weathered 
with a few coats of matt black, brown and red 
oxide, sprayed from aerosols. Ballasting could 
now commence, using Geoscenics’ ‘Sidings’ 
ballast, sprinkled via a teaspoon.

12

Wetting loose ballast with Rubbing Alcohol 
helps the glue to penetrate the material 

almost instantly. Ballast made from real stone is 
naturally porous with a rough texture, meaning 
that many liquid glues require a little time to work 
their way around all of the individual chippings. 
Wetting the ballast with water before the adhesive 
KHOSV�WKH�JOXH�WR�ŴRZ��EXW�GU\LQJ�WLPHV�FDQ�EH�
prolonged by the water. Alcohol, on the other hand, 
evaporates quickly and does not impede the curing of the glue. Rubbing 
alcohol is freely available in various quantities from pharmacies.

TOP

TIP
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The loose ballast was tidied up with a brush to 
ensure that it sat within the sleepers and that 
any gaps were filled in, especially around the 
bufferstops and against the edges of the 
hardstanding. 

To greatly speed up the ballasting process, 
I moistened the loose chippings with rubbing 
alcohol (see Top Tip panel), via a pipette. Only 
a small amount is needed and just a couple of 
square inches were treated at a time.

After an overnight rest, the ballast was dry 
enough for scenic work to continue. The walls 
had been primed at this point and, with the 
building in position, the remains of the missing 
wall were suggested with quick-drying filler.

With the shed walls removed, the track, ballast 
and hardstanding was painted and weathered 
with the black, brown and red oxide spray cans, 
using Chris Nevard’s methods as an inspiration. 
Always wear a mask when spraying paint!

13

16

14

17

The outer walls were treated to a brick effect 
finish, again using the dry-brushing method to 
impart various red/brown/tan acrylic shades. 
Dry-brushing allows the pale shade of the 
primer to be retained as the mortar courses.

With painting complete, the walls were fixed 
to the baseboard and any gaps filled in with 
acrylic putty. This was tidied up before it dried 
fully using a damp brush and cotton swab. 
When fully dry, the filler was painted over.

19

20

While the patch of ballast was still wet with 
the alcohol, Ballast Bond adhesive was 
applied via the supplied pinpoint tip. The glue 
instantly penetrated the ballast. The process 
was then repeated across the whole area. 

While the spray paint dried, the shed building 
was painted. After painting the interior walls, 
they were weathered by dry-brushing with 
dark brown and grey shades, using a flat brush 
and downward strokes.

15

18
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DEMO 2 – RECREATING GRIMY BALLAST

I found some plastic mouldings of pipe outlets 
and valves, which came from a Knightwing fuel 
oil storage tanks kit. A set of hose pipes was 
created from 0.6mm diameter waxed cotton 
jewellery cord (available from craft stores). 

A mix of Weathered Black acrylic paint and an 
earthy brown dry pigment created a thick, 
textured coating that could be stippled onto 
the ballast and around the track and onto the 
sides of the rails.

To vary the shading further and concentrate 
the darker staining between the rails, a further 
layer of paint was applied, this time using neat 
acrylic matt black. Puddles of water or oil can 
be suggested with an application of clear gloss.

Be sure to clean the rail heads thoroughly 
with a track rubber to remove traces of paint 
and debris. Modelling a partially demolished 
shed building certainly makes it easy to keep 
the tracks clean!

1

4

2

5

Allow an hour for the initial layer to dry before 
building up more coats, using slightly different 
shades of paint (add some brown perhaps), 
again mixed with dry pigment to add texture. 
The hose pipes can also be treated.

The final touch was added with a set of 
working lamps from the DCCconcepts range. 
For this diorama, I simply rigged them up to a 
9V battery, using the supplied circuit board to 
smooth out the current.

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP
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George Dent presents seven prototype locomotive sheds that would make for 
eye-catching, slightly unorthodox layout features, for the steam or modern traction eras. 

PROJECT INSPIRATION
DEPOTS… WITH A DIFFERENCE

BR region: London Midland/ Eastern 
�IURPb�����
Origin: Midland Railway
BR Shed codes:���$��������������$����������
Status:�6WHDP�VKHG�FORVHG�������GLHVHO�
PDLQWHQDQFH�GHSRW�RSHQHG�LQ�������6LQFH�
the 1990s the site has been used by a variety 
of railway maintenance companies, and for 
stabling track machines and MPVs.
Key steam traction:�/06�Ō�)ō��������
/06bŌ�07ō��������Ō-XELOHHō��������
Ō5R\DOb6FRWōb�������Ō�)ō��������Ō$�ō������
Key diesel traction:�&ODVVb����&ODVVb�������
&ODVVb������Ō3HDNVō��&ODVVb���
What makes it interesting?

Catering for a range of duties around the 
Leeds area, Holbeck also supplied traction for 
services over the Settle-Carlisle route. After 
transferring to the Eastern Region, Gresley 
Ō$�Vō�DUULYHG��)ROORZLQJ�VWHDPōV�GHPLVH��WKH�
shed was demolished, save for sections of the 
RXWHU�ZDOO��ZLWK�WKH�UXEEOH�XVHG�WR�LQƓOO�WKH�DVK�
SLWV��7KHbWXUQWDEOH�DQG�URXQGKRXVH�DUUDQJH-
ment remained for almost a decade, providing 
an unusual stabling facility for diesel locomo-
tives, until the site was remodelled around an 
unremarkable two-road servicing depot.

BR region: London Midland 
Origin: Midland Railway
BR Shed codes:���$����*����%����+
Status: Closed  
Key steam traction: MR/LMS ‘2P’ 4-4-0, 
Ō�07ō������7��05�/06�Ō�3ō��������Ō�)ō��������
/06�Ō�07ō��������Ō�)ō�������
Key diesel traction: N/A
What makes it interesting?

Acting as a sub-shed to various larger 
IDFLOLWLHV�GXULQJ�LWV�%5�FDUHHU�Ŋ�LQFOXGLQJ�
6NLSWRQ��+ROEHFN�DQG�$FFULQJWRQ�Ŋ�
+HOOLƓHOGōV�PDLQ�GXW\�ZDV�WR�SURYLGH�SLORW�
locomotives for northbound trains over 
the ‘S&C’. It also supplied traction for the 
ex-Lancashire & Yorkshire line to 
%ODFNEXUQ�YLD�&OLWKHURH�

So far, so mundane. After closure to 
UHJXODU�WUDIƓF�LQ�������KRZHYHU��WKH�
VXEVWDQWLDO�IRXU�URDG�VKHG�ZDVbKDUQHVVHG�
to store a variety of steam locomotives 
destined for the National Collection, 
LQFOXGLQJ�D�/1(5�Ō-��ō��������5DYHQ�Ō4�ō�
������DQG�Ō9�ō�������Green Arrow, plus 
H[�/06�Ō&UDEō�������1R�b������DQG�PRUH��
What better excuse for indulging in 

locomotive models that might not be 
otherwise suited to your period or region?

An LMS ‘Crab’ and ‘4F’ flank an LNER ‘J17’ and LNWR Ramsbottom 0-4-0T within Hellifield shed in 1965, 

while the rear of ‘V2’ Green Arrow’s tender is also just visible. The remote location made this an ideal 

storage facility for locomotives destined for the National Collection. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

The remains of the Midland Railway’s Holbeck shed provided the main inspiration for George’s depot 

diorama. The partly demolished structure, with its exposed whitewashed interior walls, makes for a 

dramatic backdrop. This was the scene in July 1969. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

2 HELLIFIELD

1 LEEDS HOLBECK·
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BR region: North Eastern/Eastern 
Origin: North Eastern Railway
BR Shed code: 51D
Status: Closed 1958
Key steam traction: ‘J71’ 0-6-0T, ‘L1’ 
2-6-4T, ‘V1’ 2-6-2T, ‘J26’ 0-6-0, ‘J39’ 
0-6-0, LMS ‘4MT’ 2-6-0, ‘Q6’ 0-8-0
Key diesel traction: N/A
What makes it interesting?

Originally boasting a triple-roundhouse 

BR region: Scottish 
Origin: Great North of Scotland Railway
BR Shed code: 61A
Status: Closed to steam 1961, closed 
completely 1967
Key steam traction: ‘J72’ 0-6-0T, LMS ‘2P’ 
4-4-0, ‘D34’ 4-4-0, ‘D40’ 4-4-0, ‘J36’ 
0-6-0, ‘B1’ 4-6-0, ‘B12’ 4-6-0
Key diesel traction:�&ODVVb����
&ODVVb���b&ODVVb��
What makes it interesting?

The crescent-shaped shed, fed by a 

single external turntable, was made up 
RIbWZR�GLVWLQFWO\�GLIIHUHQW�VHFWLRQV��
2QHbVLGH�ERDVWHG�HOHJDQW�VWRQH�DUFK-
ZD\VbWR�HDFK�ORFRPRWLYH�ED\��ZKLOH�WKH�
other, less substantial section, featured a 
ORZHU�URRI�DQG�UHFWDQJXODU�RSHQLQJV��
Offering a unique scratchbuilding 
SURSRVLWLRQ��WKH�ƓQLVKHG�VKHG�ZRXOG�
SURYLGH�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�IRFDO�SRLQW��7KH�VKHG�
continued in use for a short time after the 
withdrawal of steam from Kittybrewster, 
IRU�WKH�VHUYLFLQJ�RI�GLHVHOV�

arrangement, the brick-built shed was 
badly damaged by enemy bombing 
GXULQJbWKH�6HFRQG�:RUOG�:DU��$bPDNHVKLIW�
URRI�ZDV�HUHFWHG�RYHU�SDUW�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[��
Open-air roundhouses make for a great 
modelling subject and, if tackling the 
VXUYLYLQJ�VKHG��WKH�LURQ�IUDPHZRUN�
FRXOGbEH�UHQGHUHG�LQ�SODVWLF�RU�EUDVV�
section and topped with sheets of 
FRUUXJDWHG�SODVWLF�VKHHW�

The gas holder would make an interesting back-

ground feature for a miniature re-creation of Hor-

ton Road TMD. A handful of GWR buildings were 

retained after the steam shed was demolished, 

although these are now disused and the area 

slated for redevelopment. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

The sole remnant of the old steam shed was 

remodelled as a single-road diesel maintenance 

facility. Note the exposed whitewashed wall on 

the left. ‘PWM’ No. 650 is in the foreground of 

this 1979 view. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

4 KITTYBREWSTER

5 MIDDLESBROUGH

BR region:�:HVWHUQ�
Origin:�*UHDW�:HVWHUQ�5DLOZD\
BR Shed code: 85B
Status:�6WHDP�VKHG�FORVHG�������3DUW�RI�
site still in use as a stabling facility for 
WUDFN�PDFKLQHV�DQG�PXOWLSOH�XQLWV�
Key steam traction: ‘14XX’ 0-4-2T, ‘16XX’ 
0-6-0PT, ‘2251’ 0-6-0, ‘Hall’ 4-6-0, 
‘Manor’ 4-6-0, ‘Castle’ 4-6-0, LMS ‘4F’ 
0-6-0, BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0
Key diesel traction: Ō3:0ō�������'(��
&ODVVb����&ODVVb����&ODVVb����
&ODVVb�����bŌ3HDNVō��&ODVVb����&ODVVb����
1R�b�����Falcon

What makes it interesting?

$�RQFH�H[WHQVLYH����URDG�VWHDP�GHSRW�
ZDV�YDVWO\�UDWLRQDOLVHG�WR�OHDYH�D�
single-road diesel Traction Mainte-
QDQFH�'HSRW��9LVLWRUV�GXULQJ�WKH�����V�
DQG�����V�FRXOG�VHH�D�KHDOWK\�YDULHW\�
RIbGLHVHO�ORFRPRWLYHV�VWDEOHG�RQ�WKH�
DGMDFHQW�IXHO�DQG�VHUYLFLQJ�OLQHV��
$QbH[SRVHG�VHFWLRQ�RI�ZKLWHZDVKHG�
ZDOO�SURYLGHG�D�JOLPSVH�RI�ZKDW�KDG�
JRQH�EHIRUH��ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�D�
VWULNLQJbEDFNJURXQG�IRU�WKH�GLHVHOV�
DZDLWLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�

Gloucester TMD closed in 1991 and 
WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�EXLOGLQJV�KDYH�EHHQ�
empty and under threat of demolition 
for the past few years, despite attempts 
WR�VHFXUH�WKHP�IRU�XVH�DV�D�PXVHXP�

3 GLOUCESTER 
HORTON ROAD
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BR region: Southern
Origin: London & South Western Railway
BR Shed code: 70C
Status: Closed 1967
Key steam traction: ‘M7’ 0-4-4T, ‘USA’ 
0-6-0T, ‘Q1’ 0-6-0, ‘D1’ 4-4-0, ‘T9’ 4-4-0, 
‘N15’ 4-6-0, BR ‘4MT’ 2-6-0, BR ‘5MT’ 
4-6-0, ‘West Country’ 4-6-2, ‘Battle of 

BR region: Western/London Midland 
Origin: Cambrian Railways
BR Shed codes: 89C (1949-63), 6F (1963-66)
Status: Closed to steam 1966. 
6WLOObLQbXVHbWRGD\�
Key steam traction: ‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT, ‘45XX’ 
2-6-2T, ‘90XX’ 4-4-0, ‘2251’ 0-6-0, LMS 
‘2MT’ 2-6-0, ‘Manor’ 4-6-0, BR ‘4MT’ 4-6-0, 
BR ‘4MT’ 2-6-4T
Key diesel traction:�&ODVVb����&ODVVb����
&ODVVb����&ODVVb����������������'08V��
&ODVVb����'38
What makes it interesting?

An unusual confection of two sheds, built 
end-to-end and showing signs of multiple 
PRGLƓFDWLRQV��7KH�ZHVWHUQ�HQG�RI�WKH�VKHG�
ERDVWHG�WKUHH�URDGV�DQG�WKHbHDVWHUQ�MXVW�
two. When steam was eliminated, the roof 
and brick gable of the older, three-road shed 
ZDV�UHPRYHG��OHDYLQJbWKH�VWRQH�VLGH�ZDOOV�
and exposed iron girders. Part of the 
structure remains in use as a servicing facility 
for Transport for Wales DMUs.

Set against a sheer rockface, the combina-
tion of building materials and styles, plus a 
host of interesting traction types makes this 
an attractive modelling proposition.

Britain’ 4-6-2
Key diesel traction:�&ODVVb����&ODVVb��
What makes it interesting?

Another crescent-shaped structure but, 
unlike Kittybrewster’s rather narrow 
FRQƓQHV��WKH�RSHQ�QDWXUH�RI�*XLOGIRUGōV�
shed affords a better view of the 
locomotives stabled inside. The shallow 

turntable pit is interesting, as is the 
SUHIDEULFDWHG�FRQFUHWH�PHVV�RIƓFH��

The setting is also fascinating, 
ZLWKbODQG�IRU�WKH�UDLOZD\�LQVWDOODWLRQ�
KDYLQJbEHHQ�FDUYHG�RXW�RI�WKH�KLOOVLGH��
7KHbJULWW\�DWPRVSKHUH�RI�WKH�VKHG�
contrasts with the leafy Surrey suburbs 
atop the hill. 

Park Royal Class 103 and Metro-Cammell Class 101 stand side-by-side in the former steam shed at 

Machynlleth, August 1968. A mix of local stone, brick and iron make for an interesting combination and 

the lack of a roof over part of the shed makes this a very modeller-friendly subject. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

6 MACHYNLLETH

7 GUILDFORD
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HORNBY

R2917 2800 Class BR ......£103.99

R3233 LNER D16  ............£100.95

R3235 British Railways D16

.........................................£100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early...........£116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late ...........£116.95

R3333 BR Early Adams.....£107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .....£107.95

R3411 SR S15 .................£125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ....... £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45

R3422  Adams SR.............£109.45

R3423 Adams BR ............£109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 ...........£125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .........£127.95

R3586 BR Schools Class ....£75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ...............£76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary 

Gold Plate Edition  .£183.99

R3621 LNER J36 .............£125.75

R3622 BR J36 .................£125.75

R3631 BR H Class............£116.95

R3632 BR Merchant Navy BR blue

.........................................£161.99

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class

.........................................£152.95

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .£151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess........£184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ..........£184.00

R3727 LMS PUG ................£63.00

R3728 BR PUG ..................£63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .................£98.99

R3781 K&ESR Terrier .........£80.75

R3830 Class A2/2  

 Cock o’ the North ..£170.99

R3832 LNER A2/3 Edward 

 Thompson  ...........£171.00

R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire

.........................................£171.00

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.12.21. 

You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 

• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 

• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 

• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 

01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.
R3857 LMS Coronation ....£170.99

R3866 Sir Winston Churchil

.........................................£197.99

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies  

 Galore set ............ £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .£178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .£124.45

R2986 Date with the Duchy

.........................................£179.90

R3299 1945 Going Home .£259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack

.........................................£184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack

.........................................£263.99

R3671 K1 Freight pack .....£128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .....£104.45

R3373  Class 71 BR Green  

w/panel ................£134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ..£134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green £134.95 

R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .....£113.90

R3262 Class 31 DCR .......£142.45

R3473 Class 56 ...............£135.99

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ........£79.45

R3580 BR Class 87 ..........£139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ 

Intercity ................£139.25

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ......£144.00

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars ..£71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ......£71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn

...........................................£71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ..£153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania

...........................................£98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ........£76.50

R3760 Class 59 GBRf ........£67.99

R3884 Cl 60 DB  

 Cargo 60100 ........£161.99

R3885  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062

.........................................£161.99

R3901  Cl 60 Colas ...........£161.99

R3886  Cl 66 DRS ...............£66.95

R3911 GBRf Class 73 ....... £65.65 

R3920   Cl 66 Malcolm ........£66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ....£66.95

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ...............£2.50 

R207 Track Fixing Pins .......£3.25

R600 Straight ....................£2.15

R601 Double Straight .........£1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius.......£2.55

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .........£2.15

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ..........£2.55

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad.

.............................................£3.25

R610 Short Straight ............£1.65

R614 LH Diamond Crossing

...........................................£13.95

R615 RH Diamond Crossing

...........................................£13.95

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ......£3.95

R618 Double Isolating Rail ..£9.90

R620 Railer Uncoupler ........£6.95

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ...£2.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ..£2.25

R8072 LH Point .................£11.85

R8073 RH Point .................£11.85

R8074 LH Curved Point ......£18.85

R8075 RH Curved Point ......£18.85

R8076 Y Point ....................£13.90

R8077 LH Express Point .....£18.85

R8078 RH Express Point .....£18.85

R8261 4th Radius Curve ......£2.80

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ..............£16.20

R169 Junction Home Signal

...........................................£16.85

R170 Junction Distant Signal

...........................................£16.85

R171 Single Home Signal .£12.90

R172 Single Distant Signal £12.90

R189 Single Brick Bridge ..£12.80

R406 Colour Light Signal ....£9.90

R574 Trackside Accessories

...........................................£14.90

R626 Point Underlay ...........£6.90

R636 Double Level Crossing

...........................................£28.80

R638 Track Underlay ........£15.85

R645 Single Level Crossing

...........................................£18.85

R658 Inclined Pier Set ........£9.90 

R659 High Level Pier Set ....£8.10

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform .......£4.00

R462 Large Curve Platform £4.00

R463 Small Curve Platform .£4.00

R464 Platform Ramp ..........£3.00

R510 Platform Shelter ......£14.85

R8003 Water Tower ............£14.85

R8007 Booking Hall ............£26.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ............£10.75

R046 Two Way Switch ......£10.75

R047 On/Off Switch .........£10.75

R602 Power Connecting Clip

.............................................£2.80

R8014 Point Motor ...............£9.45

R8015 Point Motor Housing ..£6.60

Hornby TTS sound decoders .£37.80

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest

...........................................£94.99

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER

.........................................£110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ..............£135.95

31-088 BR Black Earl ........£118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ...£118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered

.........................................£102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ........£115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..........£127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .....£81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ....£81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early ..£106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ............£93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .....£101.95

31-481 Class G2A  

 BR Early .............. £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late ...........£110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR  

Black Weathered .....£93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul

.........................................£135.95

31-932 DC BR Compound  £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest

.........................................£112.88 

32-178A LMS Crab ...........£123.20

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank....£101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ......£101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank ....... £101.95 

E85007 SR Class 02 ..........£127.45

E85008 SR Class 02 ..........£127.45

E85009 BR Class 02 ..........£127.45

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E84005  Class 58 Railfreight 

redstripe ...............£157.20

E84006  Class 58 Railfreight Coal 

sector ...................£157.20

E84007 Class 58 Mainline .£157.20

E84008  Class 58 EWS weathered

 ............................£157.20

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight 

weathered ............£152.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ...£152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ..£127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley  

 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley 

 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley  

 Green  ....................£76.45

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey ..£131.70

35-527  Cl 121 Network  

 Southeast .............£131.70 

35-357 BR Class 20 Rft .....£152.95 

31-491 4-BEP Blue/Grey  ..£424.95

31-490 4-BEP Green .........£424.95

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel ..£92.45

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean  

 Goods .....................£88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods 

w.snowplough ..£94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent

...........................................£84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR ........£84.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19 £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William 

Penn  ...................£106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early ........£122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late .........£122.45

LARGE RANGE  
OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 
MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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Workbench

P
ermanent speed restrictions have 

been a feature of the railways 

since the very earliest days of train 

travel. Severe curves, junctions 

and other challenging features of a route all 

demand that drivers keep their trains under 

close control.

In the British Railways era, a standardised 

style of speed restriction sign was intro-

duced, consisting of metal digits mounted 

onto an iron post. Sited beside the tracks, 

the faces of the digits were painted yellow to 

aid sighting and they remained in use until 

fairly recently. Since privatisation, they have 

been phased out in favour of modern 

reflective ‘lollipop’-style boards.

Adding permanent speed restriction signs 

to your layout adds an extra touch of 

realism, especially when limits are 

chosen to tally with the track 

formation. Slow speeds approaching 

a junction or within depot limits, for 

example, add authenticity to a scene.

Suitable signs have been offered in 

various scales over the years, 

but these latest packs from 

Geoscenics are worthy of attention. 

Rendered in a tough, flexible plastic 

material, they come pre-formed and 

require just a few minutes of 

preparation and painting before installation. 

Available for ‘OO’ and ‘O’, each pack 

includes 15 signs, with three each of 5, 10, 20, 

25 and 50mph restrictions.

Once the digits have been painted and the 

signs fixed in position, they look convincing 

in terms of style and proportions. One pack 

is likely to be enough for the average layout, 

so they offer great value too. They certainly 

add the finishing touch to the lineside!

George Dent adds some 
vital – but often overlooked 
– trackside details. 

INSTALL SPEED 
RESTRICTION 
SIGNS

HOW TO 
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EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

£10
Projects

Model Rail

TOP 

TIP
If you’re siting signs 

beside curved sections 
of track, check that 

there’s enough 
clearance to account 

for the outward ‘swing’ 
of longer bogie 

carriages. 

Permanent speed restriction signs are a key 

element of the lineside. These BR-era signs are 

perfect for layouts set at any time between the 

1950s and early 2000s.

TOOLS
�X Paintbrush

�X Drill and bits

What George used

�X Bradawl

�X Tweezers

O
GAUGE
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EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER

The signs come pre-formed, but some of the 
edges may be a little fuzzy, owing to methods 
used in manufacture. It only takes a moment to 
tidy them up with a needle file or scalpel blade. 
Work gently to avoid damaging the material.

If you’re painting by hand, a white primer 
coat is recommended for the digits. 
Two coats of primer may be required. 
Allow each coat to dry thoroughly before 
adding the yellow topcoat. 

Alternatively, the digits can be spray-painted 
after masking the posts and bracket with tape. 
I used a yellow automotive filler/primer, which 
speeded up the job. Just a quick blast of paint 
was needed. Don’t forget to wear a mask!

The spray paint was dry in about 30 minutes, 
so the masking could be removed gently. 
If the paint has seeped below the tape, touch 
up the black bracket and post with a brush 
and acrylic or enamel paint.

1 32

4

Work out where the signs are to be situated 
and allow adequate clearance for passing 
trains. Mark the location with a bradawl or 
scriber before drilling a mounting hole 
(a 1.4mm drill bit was used for the ‘OO’ signs).

Fix the sign into the hole with a small drop of 
glue. PVA, contact or cyanoacrylate glues will 
do the job (I chose the latter). If the sign is a 
snug fit into its hole, there may not be any 
need for glue.

Before the glue sets, check that the sign is vertical and that the digits are close to the driver’s 
eye line. Choose speeds that reflect the track ahead. For example, lower speeds in advance of 
junctions and curves; higher speeds on long straight sections.

The ‘O’ gauge signs can be prepared and 
installed in exactly the same way, but with a 
slightly larger (1.6mm) drill bit required to 
bore a mounting hole into the baseboard. 
Again, ensure adequate clearance for trains 
to pass safely.

5

7

6

8

STEP
BY

STEP

Geoscenics is offering Model Rail readers 

the chance to save £1.00 on both the ‘OO’ 

DQG�Ō2ōbJDXJH�VSHHG�UHVWULFWLRQ�VLJQ�SDFNV��

Normally £6.00 each, readers can claim the 

VSHFLDO�SULFH�RI�e�����SHU�SDFN�E\�HQWHULQJ�

WKH�FRGH�0563(('��DW�WKH�FKHFNRXW�VWDJH��

The offer is only valid when ordering from 

WKH�*HRVFHQLFV�ZHEVLWH�DQG�LV�YDOLG�XQWLO�

6HSWHPEHUb����

Web: www.geoscenics.co.uk
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Workbench

I
’ve had my rake of four Bachmann 

Branchline Mk 2a coaches for some time 

now and had been wondering how best to 

improve them. I had it in mind to try 

something new and set about researching the 

prototypes, in the hope that this would give me 

a better understanding of the real things and 

generate some ideas for detailing the interiors.

In terms of research, there are a number of 

useful books, magazine articles and websites 

out there, yet colour images of Mk 2a interiors 

proved elusive. However, I did manage to 

come up with some clear ideas from what 

I could find. Unfortunately, this project was 

undertaken during lockdown conditions, so 

there wasn’t much chance of visiting any of 

the heritage lines that operate Mk 2a stock so 

I could see it with my own eyes.

As things turned out though, I’m really 

pleased with these coaches. My additions 

have certainly enhanced Bachmann’s Mk 2s, 

which were great to begin with, but they look 

even more convincing now!

My thanks to John Wiffen at Scalescenes 

for his help with this project.

,Q�KLV�ƓUVW�DWWHPSW�DW�GHWDLOLQJ�FDUULDJH�LQWHULRUV��Steve Nall�DLPHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKH�
GLVWLQFWLYH�IDEULF�SDWWHUQV�RQ�%5ōV�ODQGPDUN�FDUULDJHV�

ENHANCE 
BACHMANN’S 
MK 2a COACHES

HOW TO 

5 hours per coachOO
GAUGE
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To fit the preserved era, 

I painted the handrails and 

footboard edges white 

(this was not done in BR 

days) and printed my own 

‘RESERVED’ signs for some 

of the door droplights. 

The dark grey roofs needed weathering, so I used a mix of dirty turps and acrylic matt varnish, then 

gave them all a gentle dusting of powdered chalk. It was an unusual and unexpected effect, which 

needed a final matt varnish layer brushed on across the roof, leaving some areas with a satin finish. 

Maybe there’s been a touch of Cornish mizzle? 

EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW
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Bachmann’s Mk 2 vehicles are easy to 
dismantle, especially compared with 
some other RTR stock. Insert the edge of 
a fingernail between the body and 
chassis, opening the gap just enough to 
insert a shim of plastic card.

Repeat this step at all four corners, plus the 
centre of each side too. This will free the body 
from the six retaining clips and the shell can 
then be lifted gently away. Just be careful not 
to damage the underframe details while 
handling the model.

I began by painting the tables white – which 
looked better than the black tops on the 
original prototypes – as well as the seats. 
Phoenix Precision P230 DRS Blue, with a drop 
of white added, was applied to the headrests 
and arm rests.

The blue paint dried to a slightly glossy sheen, so a coat of Humbrol No. 2 matt varnish 
toned it down. The First class seats are larger and darker, so the DRS blue worked well for these 
straight from the tin.

1

4

2

5

I copied the image onto a Microsoft PowerPoint 
slide and began editing the rows, one by one, 
reducing the composite image, lightening the 
colours, copying more vertical ‘slices’. I then 
reprinted the final image at 50% reduction. 

I cut out a few samples measuring 15mm 
by 4mm. It’s not perfect but it will give an 
overall representation through the coach 
windows. They were just tacked in 
position for now.

The seat covers were then fixed in position 
with PVA glue, folding them gently to match 
the contours of the seats.

When the glue had dried, figures could be 
installed. A mix of Bachmann, Preiser and 
Modelu figures were fitted, trimming their 
legs to fit where necessary.

7

10

8

11

STEP
BY

STEP

The interiors feature some nicely moulded 
detail, but everything is rendered in brown. 
The solid bulkheads aren’t prototypical and 
would really benefit from being replaced with 
clear plastic, but that was a step too far for 
this project!

Now for the upholstery: I found a fairly 
accurate moquette pattern on the internet 
and tried printing a sample out at various 
reduction ratios, but nothing looked right – 
the squares just looked far too big. 

3

6

The body was re-fitted. At this point it was clear 
which of the samples looked the best, in terms 
of shade and scaling of the fabric pattern.

9
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Workbench

Because of the larger First class seats, 
bigger strips of the printed fabric pattern 
were cut out (17mm by 6mm). These were 
gently folded and glued to the seats with 
PVA in the same way. 

Short strips of Evergreen No. 123 styrene 
(0.020in by 0.060in) were cut to form the 
padded cushions for the First class headrests. 
These were glued at slightly different heights 
as the real things could be adjusted.

13 14

Step 1: My layout features only straight 
tracks, so I decided to close the gap 
between the coaches even more than 
Bachmann’s close-coupling units allow. This 
four-car rake will remain in a fixed formation 
(Loco – FK E13472 – TSO M5082 – TSO 5353 
– BCK E9399) so the supplied couplings 
were removed and each coach labelled 
underneath to ensure correct marshalling.

Bachmann’s E-Z Mate knuckle couplings 
were adapted by cutting off the operating 
wires and trimming the springs. Small 
recesses were drilled into the bufferbeams, 
so that the couplings would fit flush with the 
floor. One coupling was glued and left to 
dry, then the other was coupled up and 

The First class seats featured an eye-catching 
orange pattern. John at Scalescenes (www.

scalescenes.com) had been experimenting with 
moquette and kindly shared a trial sheet with 
me, which I re-coloured and re-scaled slightly.

12

CLOSING THE GAP

glued in (they do not need to swivel). 
Also, I glued black foam inserts into the 
gangway connections to ensure a very snug 
fit and to eliminate any daylight between 
the coaches. After testing the operation of 
the first pair of coaches, the others were 
treated in the same way.

Step 2: The outer end of the BCK gained 
cosmetic couplings and the leading FK 
gained scale Instanter couplings to connect 
with the locomotive. Once the coupling 
issue was solved, I could now add the 
appropriate brake and electrical hoses. 
From photographic research, I could not 
verify any exact configuration of hoses, 

even having paid for some research to be 
done. In the end I fitted one long electrical 
connector on one side, and two smaller 
brake hoses on the other side. Small 
sections of plastic were used to represent 
the orange electrical sockets, with a hole 
drilled to receive 25SWG/5mm copper wire. 

The same wire was glued to one end 
of each coach and shaped so as to 
suggest that they were connected to 
the adjacent vehicle. 

Step 3: The outer end of the BCK, was 
treated to a cosmetic knuckle coupler and 
various hoses. When the glue was set, all of 
these new parts were touched in with paint.

1 2 3

Running coaches in fixed 

rakes allow for extra details 

to be added. Because Steve’s 

layout doesn’t have any 

curves, the couplings could be 

modified for greater realism.

STEP
BY

STEP

EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW
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L
ike many others, I thoroughly enjoyed 

the Clarkson’s Farm series on Amazon 

which was released a couple of months 

ago. It also showed just how difficult 

farming can be. All of the conditions have to be 

just right before anything can be done, 

particularly ploughing. Yet a ploughed field is a 

classic sight and one way of reproducing it is to 

use corrugated cardboard and cover it with 

scatter material. Alternatively, Auhagen and 

Busch now market fields with both ploughed 

and seeded effect, so I thought I’d give one a go. 

To make this ploughed field I experimented 

with a Busch Ploughed Field piece that 

measures 48 by 28cm and has been made to 

look recently ploughed. On the packaging there 

is a large letter N which I assume means 

‘N’ gauge, but it seemed suitable for ‘OO’ gauge, 

too. The piece can be cut with a sharp knife and 

fixed to the landscape with white glue, contact 

adhesive or hot glue. The challenge was to 

blend it into the adjacent land because the mat 

is approximately 3-4mm deep. I considered 

various ways of doing this: it is possible to butt 

up next to one of the better quality grass mats, 

to use a few layers of static grass fibres to build 

up the surrounding land, to build up the 

surrounding land with cardboard or filling 

plaster or, as I did, to use Woodland Scenics 

Foam Putty to build up the land to match the 

height of the ploughed field mat. 

The land can be left as if it had just been 

ploughed, or you can plant rows of tiny 

After starting his farm in the last issue, Peter Marriott now experiments with 
FURSV��IDVKLRQLQJ�D�SORXJKHG�ƓHOG�PDW�DV�ZH�KHDG�WRZDUGV�WKH�KDUYHVW�
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Suitable accompanying 
products

7KHUH�LV�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�ƓJXUHV�RI�
farmers and their workers available 
from Springside, Noch, Preiser, Vollmer 
and other companies. Moving 
DJULFXOWXUDO�ƓJXUHV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP�
Viessmann. Noch sells sets of farming 
ƓJXUHV�ZLWK�VRXQG�HIIHFWV�

There are lots of models of modern 
and classic tractors in all of the popular 
scales from a number of companies, 
including Athearn, Busch, Oxford 
Diecast, Preiser, Springside and 
Wiking. Farm machinery can be 
obtained from Kibri, Springside, 
Viessmann, Wiking and others.

SHOPPING LIST
�X Busch 7183 Ploughed Field

�XWoodland Scenics Foam Putty 
ST1447

�X Gaugemaster Static Grass Glue 
GM169

�X Dark brown acrylic paint or 
Woodland Scenics Earth Undercoat

�X 6WDWLF�JUDVV�ƓEUHV�RI�YDULRXV�FRORXUV�
and lengths 

TOOLS
�X A small wide paintbrush

�X $�FUDIW�NQLIH

�X 6HOI�VHDOLQJ�FXWWLQJ�ERDUG

�X Electrostatic grass planting tool

What Peter used

Busch’s ploughed field (number 7183) 
measures 48 by 28cm, so you can get a 
decent sized field from a single packet. It does 
have the realistic look of a recently ploughed 
field, but it could be painted with acrylic paint 
if you wanted to change its colour to 
represent a specific type of underlying earth. 

The mat is suitable for ‘OO’, ‘N’ and ‘TT” 
gauges and here I’ve put a one pence piece 
on top of the sheet so that it’s easier to get a 
reference for how big the furrows are. The 
sheet is easy to cut using a sharp craft knife 
over a self-sealing cutting board, so you can 
make your field any shape or size you want. 

I decided to use the field with the furrows 
running in the same direction as the railway 
line. The reason for this was because if I had 
used it the other way around I would have 
needed to model the turning area for the 
tractor at the end of each row.

Once the field is glued in position, I blended 
it in with the surrounding land using 
Woodland Scenics Foam Putty, which 
I applied with a piece of cardboard. Where 
I wanted to create a smooth surface I used 
a slightly damp wide paintbrush.

1

3

2

4

With the Foam Putty still not set (within 
30 minutes of laying it) I gently drove a model 
tractor through it to create tractor tyre 
grooves. I put the tractor wheels under the 
tap straight afterwards to remove the Foam 
Putty, which came off easily.

I painted the white Foam Putty the next day, 
after it had fully dried, with two coats of 
Woodland Scenics Earth Undercoat. Always 
paint the base of an area to be treated with 
static grass to prevent the base material being 
seen through the planted fibres from above.

The next day, I added another two coats of 
Woodlands Earth Undercoat to increase the 
depth of colour. I was pleased with how the 
imprint of the tractor wheels came out. 
The field mat was nicely embedded in the 
landscape once the static grass fibres had 
been built up around the perimeter.

Along the edges of the field I planted one 
layer of 2mm medium green Woodland 
Scenics Static Grass fibres. I could have built 
up the grass in multiple layers with slightly 
different colours each time but realised, after 
looking at photos of real lineside grass in the 
autumn, that it is usually short.

5

7

6

8

STEP
BY

STEP

greenery on the peaks of the ploughed rows to 

represent crops that are at the early stage of 

growth. Incorporating the field took less than 

an hour and I was impressed with how easy it 

was to work with and how realistic it looked. 

It would be a great way of finishing off a 

section of layout, particularly if you have a 

small gap you aren’t sure what to do with.
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Along the edge of the field I used a little Foam 
Putty on the tip of my finger to fill in some of 
the small gaps at the join of the mats. Once 
dry, I painted it in the same way as described 
earlier to blend it in.

During and after the harvest, huge hay bales 
can be seen in fields. These bales by Noch (item 
No. 07421) are about 1.5cm long with a diameter 
of 1cm. There are 18 bales per pack, so there’s 
plenty to look realistic even on a large field. 

9 10

I added a few static grass fibres across the 
join of the mat to hide it and finish the scene 
off nicely. Anybody with a garden knows 
that weeds will take any opportunity to pop 
up in your soil. 

11

Inspiration
Recently ploughed 
fields in real life 
have plenty of 
leftover material 
on the surface, but 
this also varies 
depending on the 
type of crop that 
was there before, 
so there is no 
correct or wrong 
way of modelling 
this. Any leftover 
material that looks 
a bit like a crop can 
be used to make 
the debris.

TOP 

TIP
Layers of static grass 
fibres are a good way 

to hide sudden 
changes in the 

underlying land 
surface.

Peter’s

EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW





60 Model Rail 291 September 2021

NewsKnow your stuff

George says: Bachmann’s original 

Class 24/25s, first released nearly 20 

years ago, featured rather chunky 

plastic roof grilles by today’s standards 

and really do benefit from the addition 

of etched metal replacements. I seem 

to recall that Shawplan and A1 Models 

initially offered single piece etched 

brass grilles which simply required 

shaping and fitting over the existing 

aperture, making for a straightforward 

upgrade. Indeed, the most difficult 

aspect was removing the moulded 

grille and tidying up the plastic.

However, when the Extreme Etchings 

range was added to Shawplan’s roster, a 

much more authentic option became 

available, albeit with an increased level 

of difficulty. Consisting of three layers of 

etched stainless steel – two parts for the 

grille and a separate retaining ring – an 

element of assembly was required 

before installation.

Stainless steel is tougher than brass, 

so it’s a little more challenging to work 

with. Cutting the parts from the fret 

requires a set of good quality metal 

cutting shears to avoid distorting the 

material. Care is also needed when 

tidying up the edges of the parts with 

needle files. On the plus side, steel is 

more resistant to being bent out of 

shape during handling and fettling. The 

method of shaping the parts is the same 

for brass, nickel silver and stainless 

steel, using a steel rod over a cushioned 

surface to impart a curved profile. 

Helpfully, the Extreme Etchings pack 

comes with an etched assembly jig, 

which is easily folded to shape. This is 

designed to help discern the correct 

profile and to hold the grilles while the 

two layers are laminated. The parts can 

be joined with solder or glue. I prefer 

solder, as it produces a more resilient 

bond, but a thin cyanoacrylate glue is a 

viable alternative.

After removing the old plastic grille 

and flattening the raised beading, the 

new grille can be glued into position 

and the etched retaining ring overlay 

added. The ring is rather fragile and, 

after making a bit of a mess with glue 

on my first attempt, I enjoyed better 

results with clear acrylic varnish as an 

adhesive, applied with a brush. It took 

longer to dry but produced a much 

neater joint. Once subsequent layers of 

primer and paint were applied, the bond 

has proved reliable.

There’s no need to repaint the whole 

locomotive, as the Type 2’s roof panel 

creates a natural barrier. I simply 

applied masking tape around the edges 

of the rectangular panel before 

spraying with a white primer and a few 

coats of the livery colour. Matching 

paint to the factory finish isn’t always 

easy, but RailMatch enamel and 

LifeColor acrylic BR Rail Blue paints 

have proven a very close match to 

Bachmann’s version. 

I want to try my hand at 

detailing a Bachmann 

Class 25 and have bought 

a replacement roof fan 

and grille set from Extreme 

Etchings. I’m a bit nervous about 

making a start – any tips for how to 

shape and install the parts?

Brian Jones, by email

Keep up to date with 

Model Rail News online.

Replacing the bulky 

moulded roof 

grille (left) on older 

Bachmann Class 24/25 

models with an etched 

metal version is a 

worthwhile project.

Peter Marriott
Rumour has it that 

MR’s resident scenery 
EXII�HYHQ�XVHV�bD�*UDV�

0DVWHU�RQ�KLVbRZQ�
IURQW�ODZQř

George Dent
MR’s editor and chief 

model maker can offer 
advice on almost any 

subject. 

Chris Gadsby
If there’s a tech 

TXHVWLRQ��ZH�DOO�ORRN�
WRZDUGV�&KULV�

Dave Lowery
Professional model 
PDNHU�ZKRōV�EHHQ�

there, done that and 
JRW�WKH�7�VKLUW�

This is where our team of experienced modellers answer 
YOUR questions. Email your queries about railways – real or 
model – to modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk

5(3/$&(�$b',(6(/�522)�)$1�*5,//(
HOW TO 

�X ([WUHPH�(WFKLQJV�(('3������
&ODVVb������URRI�IDQ�DQG�JULOOH�
Availability: 6KDZSODQ�
7HO�b�����b�������
Web: www.shawplan.com

TOOLS
�X &XWWLQJ�VKHDUV

�X 1HHGOH�ƓOHV

�X Steel rod

�X 6ROGHULQJ�LURQ�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�
�RSWLRQDO�

�X Sanding sticks and drum

�X 0LQL�GULOO��RSWLRQDO�

�X /RZ�WDFN�PDVNLQJ�WDSH

�X &\DQRDFU\ODWH�JOXH

What George used

2
hours

OO
GAUGE

It’s easy to touch-in the new parts with paint 

by masking-off the roof panel and applying 

a white primer, followed by the livery colour. 

Weathering will also help blend it all together.

Steve Nall
A modeller since 

childhood, he also 
HQMR\V�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�

UHDObWUDLQV�
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1

KNOW YOUR STUFF

Much of the old plastic grille can be cut away with a knife before refining the edges of the 
aperture with a round file or a sanding drum in a mini drill. Take care if using a powered drill as 
it’s easy to remove too much material or overheat the plastic.

A blade is likely to distort the metal (which 
is nearly impossible to straighten again) so 
a set of miniature metal shears is 
recommended for freeing the parts from 
the fret. Cut away the waste material to 
allow access for the tool’s jaws.

Tidy up the cut edges gently with a needle 
file. Use light pressure and take your time. 
Rushing this step risks damaging the 
delicate components. A small hand-held vice 
is handy for this sort of job, although the 
parts shouldn’t be clamped too tightly.

3

2

STEP
BY

STEP

Place the grille onto the back of a PC mouse 
mat or other gently padded surface. A steel 
rod, around 10mm in diameter, is ideal for 
rolling over the component – just like a rolling 
pin – while exerting downward pressure. 
The curved profile soon begins to form.

Test-fit the grille onto the locomotive’s roof 
to check it matches the profile, repeating 
the shaping process until a perfect fit is 
achieved. Do the same with the second 
layer and then place both onto the 
folded-up assembly jig.

The twin layers can be joined with thin 
cyanoacrylate glue, but I prefer solder. Apply a 
little flux to the parts just before the hot iron 
and molten solder. The flux then helps the 
solder to penetrate the joint. Work your way 
around the grille’s circumference.

4

6

5

While the iron is switched on, the fan can 
be built up from the various numbered 
layers, sandwiching the blades that need to 
be bent to a slight angle. Wash and dry 
thoroughly before spraying with a red 
oxide primer. 

Position the grille over the aperture with a strip 
of low-tack masking tape, taking care to align 
the grid pattern concentrically with the 
locomotive’s body. When happy, apply cyano 
glue from the inside using a cocktail stick. 
A flew small blobs will suffice.

Leave to cure fully before removing the tape. 
If any gaps remain around the edge of the 
etched grille or from the original mouldings, 
apply filler and, when dry, lightly abrade the 
surface until it is flush and smooth.

7

9

8

Finally, the 
etched 

retaining ring 
can be cut from 
the fret and 
gently rolled to 
match the roof’s 
profile. Align it 
carefully and run 
a thin bead of 
acrylic varnish 
into the joint. 
When dry, apply 
a few more coats 
of varnish over 
the roof panel to 
seal it in place. 

10
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WARNING PANEL REMOVAL
I’d like to backdate one of 

my green diesel locomotives 

by painting over the small 

yellow warning panels. 

Is this easy to do? I really don’t want to 

repaint the whole thing.  

Gary O’Neil, by email

WHICH GLUE FOR…

I’m going to add some metal 

weights to the plastic wagon 

kits I’m building. What’s the 

best glue for securing them inside 

vans? I don’t want them coming loose 

in future. Can I also ask what kinds of 

weights Model Rail’s experts use?

Barry Homer, Stevenage

George says: Hmm, I’ve worked out 

the hard way which glues to avoid for 

this as a couple of banana vans I built 

in my late teens now have pieces of 

metal rattling around inside them! 

Back then, I used cheap contact 

adhesive, although a similar thing 

has occurred when cyanoacrylate glue 

has been employed. Once the van’s 

roof is fixed in place, accessing the 

interior won’t be easy.

An alternative is to fix the weight to 

the underside of the chassis, but this 

isn’t always possible, especially if 

adding extra underframe details and 

brake gear. More recently, I’ve found 

that Gorilla Contact Adhesive provides 

an extremely tough, resilient bond that 

has proved reliable so far. I also ensure 

that the strips of metal are clean and 

free of oil or grease before glueing 

them in position.

As for the type of weight? I’ve been 

using strip steel weights salvaged from 

old scrap wagons for my latest 

kit-building ventures. They’re handy 

for ensuring a consistency of weight 

across kit-built and RTR stock. 

Otherwise, thin sheet lead is very 

useful and is easy to cut with shears 

rather than a hacksaw. Available from 

Eileen’s Emporium, a small roll of lead 

will go a long way. Remember that lead 

is toxic, so wash your hands and work 

surfaces thoroughly after use.

Web: www.eileensemporium.com

George says: The level of difficulty 

depends very much on the model in 

question. By and large, the yellow panels 

on RTR locomotives are applied on top of 

the surrounding livery paint. As a result, the 

panel will be raised slightly proud of the 

surface; only by a fraction of a millimetre, 

but it’s enough to leave a discernible 

outline if we were to simply paint over it.

Stripping the entire model is the only 

way of creating a flawless new paint finish, 

but it may also be possible to treat the local 

areas in isolation. Abrading the yellow 

panels with fine abrasives will level the 

surface and reduce any visible ‘tide marks’, 

but most early BR diesels had rather busy 

front ends, with lights, headcodes, lamp 

brackets and possibly connecting doors. 

These can all get in the way of the abrasive 

sheets or sticks, although fine wire wool is 

a more flexible option.

Indeed, wire wool can be manipulated 

around raised detail relief and working 

down through a few different grades to a 

super-fine version (00000 grade) should 

leave the plastic surface smooth and 

blemish free. Take care with this material 

though – the dust and debris will contain 

metal particles that can play havoc with 

electrical and mechanical components. 

Treat the bodyshell well away from the 

chassis and strip it of any lighting circuits 

beforehand. Wash the model thoroughly 

afterwards and allow to dry before masking 

up the ends ready for painting.

A light primer coat is recommended, to 

aid adhesion for the livery colour but also 

to provide a unified undercoat. The main 

challenge will be to achieve a close match 

with the factory-applied paintwork. Not all 

manufacturers use the same paint shades, 

so testing a few different brands of paint on 

scraps of primed plastic is recommended. 

Once painted, the masking can be removed 

and, hopefully, the seams between new and 

old paint won’t be too noticeable. A little 

weathering can help to disguise any 

discrepancies. Gloss varnish will be 

necessary before adding any necessary 

decals, followed by a sealing satin coat. 

Reassembly can then begin.

Having undertaken this kind of job on a 

few occasions, the amount of time – and the 

fiddly nature of the work involved – led me 

to the conclusion that a full strip and repaint 

would have been simpler! 

Fixing weights?

Warning panels need to be 

rubbed down thoroughly 

before overpainting, or 

the edges of the panel will 

show through the new 

paint. Fine wire wool is 

useful for the job.

George’s Class 20 originally carried small yellow 

warning panels, before being rubbed down and 

‘patch-painted’ with RailMatch BR green enamel. 

Features of the bodywork can be used to disguise 

any visible seams between new and original paint. 

In this case, vertical elements of the side handrails 

and grey roof acted as ‘barriers’, with the masking 

carefully applied along these edges. 
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Track spacing tools

George says: Peco’s plastic 6ft way 
gauges (SL-36) have been around 
for decades. They’re very simple 
but incredibly useful, allowing the 
tracks to be spaced consistently. Two 
settings are provided, the narrower for 
straight track and the broader spacing 
for curves. The latter is important to 
allow clearance for the outward swing 
of bogie vehicles. The spacers also 
feature a platform height gauge at 
each end.
Price: 60p each

Availability: Peco stockists.  
www.peco-uk.com 

Can you recommend a suitable 

oil for my ‘OO’ gauge model 

locomotives?

Ron Housely, by email

Peter says: Labelle products, available 

through Golden Valley Hobbies, have a 

good international reputation. We 

recently received a sample kit of oils 

and grease tailored for ‘OO’ gauge and 

larger scale locomotives. An alternative 

pack has also been formulated for 

smaller scale models.

The kit comprises of Labelle 102, which 

is a versatile gear lubricant and is great for 

use on exposed plastic and brass gears, 

while Labelle 107 is a versatile synthetic 

lubricating oil that can be applied directly 

to motor brushes and axle bearings. These 

oils are both supplied in handy plastic 

bottles and the supplied pinpoint 

applicator tip can be simply screwed into 

the nozzle. A longer, 6in extension nozzle 

is also provided which is ideal for reaching 

awkward parts of a mechanism.

A tube of Labelle 106 grease with PTFE 

is also provided. Safe for use on plastic or 

brass gears, the grease is best applied 

sparingly in a few key spots, allowing the 

mechanism to distribute the lubricant as it 

SERVICING OLDER LOCOMOTIVES
My son recently received some 

second-hand locomotives to 

run on his track but they aren’t 

reliable runners, what can I do 

to improve them? 

Jeff Jones, by email

Chris Gadsby says: My cousin was in a 

similar situation when he was given a Lima 

Class 33 and some locomotives from the 

Thomas the Tank Engine range. Visiting a 

few weeks ago, his parents brought the 

models along. They were a couple of 

decades old and it wasn’t known when they 

were last serviced, so I took a look at them, 

tested them, and then saw what I could do 

to improve them. 

Regular maintenance of models is crucial 

for reliable running but, if we’re honest, few 

of us do it regularly enough. There are 

common problems which I suspected with 

these models: poor connectivity, and gunk 

in all of the mechanisms. 

As with any model, the first thing to do 

is to remove the body and look at the 

mechanisms. The Lima Class 33 is driven 

by a series of plastic gear wheels, 

transferring power to one side of the motor 

bogie’s axles. These wheels also boast 

traction tyres, one of which was loose. 

I ordered some new tyres from Peter’s 

Spares (www.petersspares.com ), along 

with some light oil, gear lubricant and a 

wheel-cleaning device. 

1

2

3

Step 1: Upon inspection, I discovered one of 
the cogs was missing a tooth, which was 
causing the whole system to jam. This was 
removed and the model ran better, albeit with 
only one axle being driven. A replacement was 
duly ordered from Peter’s Spares. 

Step 2: I used tweezers to remove any 
gunk from around the cogs and the motor 
that might stop them from turning freely. 
While I was at it, I removed and reconnected 
the wire coming from the motor, in case 
the solder joint had deteriorated. Before 
putting the model back together, I used 
some Hob-E-Lube gear lubricant to help the 
cogs move and ran the wheels along my 
desk to make sure that the cogs were 
suitably lubricated.

Step 3: To clean the wheels, I used 
Gaugemaster’s wheel-cleaning device which 
connects to the track. The sponges have 
connective material in them which allows the 
wheels to turn. Hold the model in place for 
about 15 seconds to allow the wheels to make 
plenty of rotations before removing it and 
testing on the track. It is worth noting that this 
will only work on driven wheels and other 
wheel-cleaning devices may need to be used 
on non-driving wheels. 

Finally, I used some light oil to lubricate the 
axle and gave each model a running-in period 
to get everything used to moving again. 
Regular servicing of your models is important, 
and don’t forget to clean your track frequently 
to avoid rubbish getting caught in your models. 

runs. Full instructions are supplied and 

there’s also a useful video available online 

showing how to lubricate locomotives. 

See https://youtu.be/J9JdYaPtemE

Product: Labelle lubrication Kit 0430 

001001 (each item also available separately)

Cost: £26.99

Availability:  

www.goldenvalleyhobbies.co.uk

RECOMMENDED 
LUBRICANTS? I’m building a ‘OO’ layout for 

my son and wondered if there 

was an easy way to ensure 

that the twin ‘OO’ tracks are spaced 

evenly? 

'��0RXQWƓHOG��E\�HPDLO�
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DAVE LOWERY’S TOP TIPS

LAST DAYS
There is weathering and there is 

weathering! Above all, it’s a matter of 

personal taste and, boy oh boy, does it 

vary! I have one close friend who, upon 

receiving a beautifully lined and 

varnished locomotive, almost literally 

dunks it into a tin of matt black paint 

and hangs it on a line to dry… at the 

end of the day, it’s his model so he can 

do what he likes!

What I love is to be given a good 

photograph of exactly how a customer 

wants their weathered locomotive to 

appear. That was the case with this 

Heljan ‘O’ gauge Class 50, presented to 

me in the stylish – and ever-popular – 

Network SouthEast livery. The real 

‘50s’ did get very mucky in later BR 

years, bless ’em, so it wasn’t hard to 

locate some suitable reference images. 

My usual ‘track dirt’ colour (a 

grubby looking dark brown/grey) 

was airbrushed across the chassis, 

along with a darker blue-grey and 

BR Executive dark grey over the roof. 

While in service, the paintwork on 

the ‘50s’ deteriorated with various 

undercoat colours starting to show 

through, including patches of white 

on the roof. All of this was 

accompanied by corrosion raising its 

colourful head around window frames 

and panel seams, especially around 

the cab areas.

The white patches on the roof were 

dabbed on with a small sponge, 

before the edges were re-blackened 

to give a harder edge. BR’s freight 

wagon bauxite livery colour was 

employed for the rust patches, 

applied with a bow pen around the 

windows, handrail mounts and any 

protruding edges where the paint was 

worn off. Again, frequent references to 

the photographs was important to 

capture the character of a typically 

work-worn ‘Hoover’.

A good weathering tip is to always 

do a little at a time before taking a 

break. Step back and see what you 

think. I find it best to leave a model 

overnight so I can see it fresh in the 

morning. More weathering can be 

added easily, but taking it off is not 

so straightforward!

Always, where possible, start with a good clear 

photograph to use as a reference. The basic 

weathering was applied using RailMatch Frame 

Dirt (402), Executive Dark Grey (201) and Dark 

Blue/Grey (310).

White patches, mimicking the undercoat 

showing through, were created with a 

sponge and white paint. Black was applied 

over the edges of the patches to suggest 

peeling paint.

Using a bow pen, I added rust-coloured paint 

around the window frames, handrails and other 

worn areas.

Engine roof covers would have been opened and 

closed, so expect wear and rust on the edges 

and handles during their lifetime.
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READER’S TIP

RAILWAY MANIA’S 
RULE ONE
Steve Grantham writes: There are a 

number of scale rulers on the market; 

I have ‘OO’ and ‘HO’ versions from 

other makers and very useful they are 

too. However, this ruler is so much 

more than just a scale checker.

It does have a scale section, along 

with a section of conventional 

measurement, but also offers so much 

more: a back-to-back gauge, track 

gauge, common axle/wire sizes, track 

spacers, standard buffer height, 

platform height and an image of an 

average adult. It’s made of a durable 

material that will stand up to living in a 

toolbox too.

This rule offers a wide selection of 

invaluable measurements all in one 

place at a very acceptable price. 

What’s not to like?

At present, the tool is available for 

‘OO’, ‘EM’ and ‘O’ gauges, with an 

‘HO’ scale version currently under 

development. The ‘OO’ and ‘O’ versions 

cost £8.50 and the ‘EM’ version £7.50.

Availability: Railway Mania

Web: www.railwaymania.net/shop

THREE CAMEO IDEAS FOR YOUR LAYOUT

1

GANGER’S DES RES: As Chris Leigh 

illustrated last month, grounded coach 

bodies make for excellent scenic cameos, 

especially when accompanied by railway 

paraphernalia. In this case, the coach is 

clearly a bothy for the p’way gang.

BRICKS & MORTAR: A builder’s yard is not 

something you see very often on a model 

railway, but they’re fairly ubiquitous in towns 

and cities these days. Plastic angle, strip and 

section, from the likes of Evergreen, is ideal 

for creating stocks of roof tiles. 

2 3

TAKE FIVE: We all need a break during our 

working day, especially when employed on 

more physical tasks. ‘Resting workers’ is, 

therefore, a key cameo theme and there are 

plenty of leaning figures on the market, 

such as this chap from the Modelu range.

I’ve lost the small steam 

style whistle from my 

Hornby Class 08 and can’t 

find a replacement. Any ideas?

Simon Nevin, by email

George says: I misplaced a horn from 

a Bachmann ‘08’ years back, while 

stripping a model down for 

repainting. Rather than 

try and track down a 

replacement, 

I ‘turned’ my 

own from an 

offcut of 

0.9mm stiff 

brass wire 

mounted into a 

mini drill. The 

drill was held in 

a vice and, as it 

rotated, the edge of 

a triangular needle file 

was held against the brass. 

This acted like a miniature lathe and 

the file was moved around to form an 

approximation of the whistle’s shape. 

Flexible wet/dry paper was then used 

to polish the brass before removing 

the wire from the drill. 

The wire was cut to the required 

length and, having drilled a suitable 

hole in the cab bulkhead, the new 

whistle was glued in place. 

FIND ME A WHISTLE

‘Torrington’ ‘Dragonby’ ‘Shelfie 2’

Having bought various ready-

made lorry and wagon loads, is 

there a quick way to improve 

their appearance? Matt Taylor,  by email

Steve Nall says: A dark enamel weather-

ing wash, brushed over the moulded load, 

will find its way into all the nooks and 

crannies. A cotton bud or tissue will absorb 

any excess. These Irish Railway Models 

beer kegs were given the wash treatment 

and the improvement is obvious. 

HOW TO: CREATE EXTRA DEFINITION TO WAGON LOADS

Before After

HOW TO 
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1

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

We often associate computer control with large layouts that have too much going on for the human operator to track. But Ray has shown that a computer can be just as useful on a small layout without eight 
things moving at 

once.

“

”



Technical
tour de force

His shed is set in the 1960s, but Ray Norwood’s exhibition  
crowd-pleaser is controlled by cutting-edge technology. 

Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard

His shed is set in the 1960s, but Ray Norwood’s exhibition  
crowd-pleaser is controlled by cutting-edge technology. 

Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard

Technical
tour de force
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2

odel railway exhibitions are funny old 

places. The exhibitors are there with the 

product of decades of work, in some cases, 

and some of them haven’t built them with 

exhibitions in mind. The visitors are there to see the 

layouts and to be entertained, but that doesn’t always 

come naturally to those operating. Those watching, 

particularly of a younger generation, want to see 

things moving all the time, and if you visit any 

exhibition hall, the layouts with plenty of movement 

are the ones which have the big crowds. 

What seems to have become more popular in the 

last ten years or so is builders creating layouts 

specifically for an exhibition, building them with 

movement or visual appeal in mind. Ray Norwood 

has done exactly this with his latest layout build, 

making sure nothing is off-limits to the viewing eye. 

“I’ve created a depiction of Feltham MPD, where 

I worked for six years towards the end of steam as a 

M
fireman”, says Ray. “The depot has long since changed 

and isn’t at all like it used to be, but I was there for 

long enough to be able to remember the main 

features, such as the shed, so that I could build the 

layout. Rather than building the shed as completed, 

I elected to leave the middle section of the roof off so 

that viewers of the layout can see into the shed and 

look at all the interior detail. Naturally, there is so 

much compression and some of the elements aren’t 

strictly accurate, so I’ve added ‘Road’ to the title to 

differentiate it slightly from the prototype.”

Ray is no stranger to layout building. He’s been 

modelling on and off for 60 years, and after deciding 

from the outset that this was going to be an exhibition 

layout, he pulled out all the stops. No off-the-shelf 

track for him!

“All of the track at ‘Feltham Road MPD’ has been 

handbuilt using Code 75 rail and C&L Finescale 

chairs. Not only that but I have made all of the 

Ray used latex glue rather 

than PVA to fix the ballast 

in place, as he says it 

doesn’t seep through the 

cork to the baseboard. 



www.model-rail.co.uk
69

The wagon sliced diagonally, against the 

backscene, is a kit cut at an angle so it looks as 

though it is coming on to the scene.

The ballast is actual ash that’s been passed 

through a tea strainer.

Ray has modelled this locomotive being serviced in 

the shed with the body lifted away from the chassis.

1

2

3

things we like3
3
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sleepers from plywood using a bandsaw. It took a 
while to get the size correct but once I got the width 
right I was able to cut long strips of plywood and then 
cut across them to make individual sleepers. After I’d 
done this I thought to myself, ‘why not make it 
Finescale?’ My track is slightly thinner than the track 
you buy off the shelf, but it isn’t so thin that I’ve had to 
alter any of the wheelsets on my models to get them to 
run smoothly.”

ALL THE LATEST TECH
Ray might be exhibiting a layout based in the 1960s, 
but his technology certainly isn’t. Controlled from his 
phone, Ray has used a Raspberry Pi computer with 

“The yard lamps are made from brass 
tubing with a brass plate soldered 
about 10mm up from the bottom of 
the tube. The lamp itself is a white LED 
DQG�WKH�KRRG�,bPDGH�IURP�SDSHU��FXW�
LQWR�D�FLUFOH�ZLWK�D�VPDOO�KROH�LQ�WKH�
FHQWUH��,bWKHQ�WDSHG�LW�DURXQG�WKH�/('�
to make a very shallow upside-down 
FRQH�DQG�JOXHG�LW�WKHUH��7KH�FDS�RQ�
top of the post is also made of paper.”

THE YARD LAMPS

5

The pit wells 

are Peco and the 

disposal pit has red LEDs 

to simulate ash embers.

4
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JMI software and Model Electronics Railway Group 
(MERG) technology to operate the turntable. And if 
that all sounds alien to you, don’t worry, it isn’t as 
complicated as it sounds!

“A Raspberry Pi is a small, versatile computer that is 
usually connected to a monitor, keyboard and mouse”, 
explains Ray. “It’s about the size of a credit card, which 
makes it very useful at exhibitions as it doesn’t take up 
a lot of space. Easy to program, I’ve connected it to the 
layout on one side and my phone on the other, 
allowing me to control all of my locomotives from my 
handheld device. I also bought a small router to 
provide the necessary internet connection.”

There are several advantages to using a tablet or 

phone to control your layout and these are similar to 
using a computer, particularly when using DCC. The 
main bonus is being able to see all of the functions on 
the screen in front of you without having to try and 
remember which function is on each number, or which 
locomotive is on each address. 

Staying with the electronic aspects of ‘Feltham Road 
MPD’, the turntable is the main focal point on the 
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left-hand side of the viewing area, and Ray has used 

MERG products to operate it. 

“The turntable is a Dapol kit that I have modified. 

I first constructed the running rail and the table bed, but 

I did away with the walkway. This meant the four 

wheels that run on the rail didn’t meet up, so I cut them 

in half, removed some on each half and glued them back 

together. I also changed the wheels to roller bearings to 

make it run freely. I then worked on the centre pivot pin, 

replacing it with two brass tubes that slide into one 

another. For the electric connection I cut a piece of brass 

into a circle with a hole in the centre, then cut it in half. 

I then glued that around the centre plate. On the table, 

I soldered the wipers to the rails, drilled two holes, then 

put the wiper wires through to the underside so they 

would run on the two brass plates. The table is 

connected to a flexible coupling, then to the gearbox 

which screws to the stepper motor.

“There is a plan of Feltham shed in a book called 
Southern Railway Sheds�ZKLFK�,bXVHG�IRU�URXJK�
PHDVXUHPHQWV��,bGHFLGHG�WR�EXLOG�WKH�HDVW�HQG�
�/RQGRQ�HQG��RI�WKH�VKHG�DQG�KDG�WR�FXW�LW�GRZQ�
WR�PDNH�LW�ƓW��)HOWKDP�ZDV�D�VL[�URDG�WKURXJK�
VKHG��EXW�PLQH�LV�DQ�HQG�VKHG�ZLWK�RQO\�IRXU�
URDGV��,bPDGH�LW�VR�,�FRXOG�SXW�WKH�UHSDLU�URDG�
DQG�WKH�RIƓFHV��PHVV�URRP�DQG�VWRUHV�RQ�WKH�
VFHQLF�VLGH��XQOLNH�WKH�SURWRW\SH�ZKLFK�ZDV�EXLOW�
WKH�RWKHU�ZD\�DURXQG��EXW�LW�VWLOO�VKRXWV�)HOWKDP��
,bPDGH�WKH�VKHG�RXW�RI�SODVWLF�FDUG�DQG�
(YHUJUHHQ�FRPSRQHQWV��7KH�ZLQGRZV�ZHUH�
PDGH�E\�D�IULHQG�RI�PLQH��0XGPDJQHW�0RGHOV���
,bJDYH�KLP�WKH�PHDVXUHPHQWV�DQG�KH�FUHDWHG�
WKHP�RQ�KLV�VLOKRXHWWH�FDPHR�FXWWHU��DOVR�GRLQJ�
WKH�OHWWHULQJ�RQ�WKH�IDVFLD�SDQHO��%HIRUH�JOXLQJ�
WKH�VKHG�GRZQ�,bKDG�WR�JLYH�LW�LWV�FRQFUHWH�ORRN��
UHPRYLQJ�DQ\�RLO�UHVLGXH�EHIRUH�SXWWLQJ�39$�RQ�
DQG�VSULQNOLQJ�DVK�WKURXJK�DQ�ROG�WHD�VWUDLQHU�WR�
PDNH�LW�ORRN�OLNH�FRQFUHWH�EHIRUH�DLUEUXVKLQJ�Ő

HOW THE SHED WAS BUILT

6

7

8



‘Feltham Road MPD’ splits 

into two boards and each 

has its own legs that fold up. 

Ray chose to do this so that he 

would never accidentally leave 

the legs behind.

9
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“The turntable took a bit of setting up as you have to 

program the system so that it knows where to stop to 

ensure alignment of the tracks. Now that it’s set up 

I can control it with the rotary switch at the front of the 

layout knowing that I won’t have any problems with 

track alignment.”

SMOOTH OPERATOR
Avoiding problems while operating an exhibition 

layout is vital, and Ray employs a couple of techniques 

to ensure everything runs smoothly and consistently at 

‘Feltham Road MPD’.

“On the right-hand side of the layout is a 2ft 

traverser fiddleyard, operated at exhibitions by a friend 

of mine. From my position on the other side of the 

layout I can’t see the next locomotive he has lined up, 

so I decided to install a mirror on the wall of the 

layout’s frame to make sure I’m controlling the right 

model and saving myself any embarrassment when 

nothing moves!”

You won’t find Ray’s models in the familiar red and 

blue boxes that grace so many modeller’s shelves, 

either – and that’s because he has built all of his from 

etched brass PDK kits.

“I find that I get so much more satisfaction from 

running something that I’ve built myself rather than 

just taking it out of the box. Not all of the models are 

sound-fitted, but those that are have been equipped 

with Zimo products.”

With far too many models to feature on the limited 

space at ‘Feltham Road MPD’ (which has been 

restricted due to the available space in the transport 

vehicle), Ray has had to be selective about what he 

takes to the exhibition hall. Make sure you have a good 

look around ‘Feltham Road MPD’ when it is next on 

show at Tolworth in November, as Ray has left plenty 

of cameos to show you what life was like in the depots 

in the 1960s. Maybe there aren’t long trains thundering 

round in loops, but there’s still plenty for you to enjoy 

when you do come across this layout. 

10
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If I’m not working on 

‘Feltham Road MPD’, I like 

to watch superbikes on TV 

and go caravanning once a 

month in the summer.

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.1mm gauge, ‘OO’ Finescale

Size: 8ft by 2ft

Track: Peco Code 75

Time to build: One year

Power and control: DCC

FACTFILE: ‘FELTHAM ROAD MPD’

MODELLER CV:  
RAY NORWOOD

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

8
ft

2ft

1
2
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Dream shunt

his article was partly inspired 
by John McKenzie, a 
Model Rail reader who had 
been searching for an 

optimum end-to-end shunting layout 
but had struggled to find a solution. 
The Model Rail team has received many 
similar requests for help over the years 
and, as a result, I’ve been charged with 
coming to the rescue. 

There’s a stereotype of shunting 
layouts. They’re often an Inglenook or 
something a tad bigger although, in 
more recent times, they’ve become 
synonymous with micro layouts. While 
many of these have been outstanding, 
most of us have tended to focus our 
efforts on very small designs. Certainly, 

Inbound/Outbound
Paul A. Lunn offers three potential plans for a large 

VKXQWLQJbOD\RXW�LQ�Ō22ōbJDXJH�

T
when I think of published articles, large 
shunting layouts are obvious by their 
absence and, although I covered 
marshalling yards in a not-so-long-ago 
issue of Model Rail, I’d hoped that 
modellers might take up the gauntlet 
and venture beyond the constraints of 
our current thinking and practice. 

That said, I wonder if, like me, it’s 
easy to feel overawed by bigger sizes, 
especially if we’re going to stay away 
from more glamorous passenger 
services, lengthy trains, high speed and 
the like. I know I’d always prefer 
something industrial and generally 
downtrodden over a pristine main line 
racetrack any day. Am I alone in this, or 
are there others who have a similar 

Masterplan Dream shunt
7UDFN�SODQV�WR�JHW�\RX�WKLQNLQJ�LQ�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQV

$OO�SKRWRV�DQG�DUWZRUN�E\�Paul A. Lunn unless stated otherwise

X��IW�E\��IW�Ō22ōbJDXJH�OD\RXW��WKRXJK�,ōYH�LQFUHDVHG�WKLV�
WR��IW�ZLGH�IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�SODQV�

X�$YRLG�KDFNQH\HG�GHVLJQV�

X�0XVW�KDYH�WUDFNV�WKDW�ORRN�DV�LI�WKH\ōUH�UXQQLQJ�WKURXJK�
WKH�ODQGVFDSH��UDWKHU�WKDQ�UXQQLQJ��XQLQWHUHVWLQJO\��SDUDOOHO�
WR�WKH�EDVHERDUG�HGJH�Ŋ�WKH\�VKRXOG�ZHDYH�DERXW��
DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�WKH�WHUUDLQ�

DESIGN BRIEF

7KLV��'�FRQFHSW��IURP�P\�ERRN�Micro Layouts��encapsulates the idea of an intense shunting OD\RXW�ZLWK�ORZ�OHYHO�IRUHJURXQG�\DUG�DQG�ZDJRQ�WXUQWDEOH��D�UHDU�\DUG�Ŋ�JOLPSVHG�WKURXJK�WKH�Ō)HURGRō�EULGJH�Ŋ�DQG�XSSHU�OHYHO�ZDUHKRXVH��H[WUHPH�OHIW��7KH�ZKROH�ORW�LV�FRQWDLQHG�ZLWKLQ�D�VSDFH�RI��IW�E\��IWb��LQ�DQG�VKRZV�ZKDW�FDQ�EH�DFKLHYHG�LQ�VXFK�D�VPDOO�VSDFH��1RZ��,bGRQōW�ZDQW�WR�UHSOLFDWH�WKLV�GHVLJQ�KHUH��EXW�WR�VKRZ�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�D�GRXEOH�KHLJKW�OD\RXW�DQG�D�KLJK�OHYHO�GLDJRQDO�VSLQH��ZKLFK�FDQ�EH�WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�QHZ�GHVLJQV�WKDW�IROORZ��

hankering? And are we all thinking that 
an 8ft by 3ft layout in ‘OO’ is an absolute 
dream that cries out for the most 
adventurous of schemes? 

Working on the principle that pretty 
much everything published, or built in 
recent times, hasn’t impressed our 
reader, means that whatever I come up 
with has to be quite different, not just for 
the sake of difference, but because it’s 
both operationally and visually enticing. 
I suspect, judging by size, that shunting 
on multiple sites around the layout 
rather than one large one is going to 
create more interest. So I’m going to start 
by constructing a design brief with the 
two things we know – size and purpose 
– and guess the rest!

X�%DVHERDUG�ZLGWK�VKRXOG�DOORZ�D�SDUW�FLUFOH�RI�ƓUVW��RU�
VHFRQG�UDGLXV�ULJLG�JHRPHWU\�WUDFN��DOORZLQJ�LW�WR�GRXEOH�
EDFN�RQ�LWVHOI��UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�XVXDO�IDQ�RI�VLGLQJV�

X�,ōYH�DOZD\V�WKRXJKW�WKDW�D�EDVHERDUG�RQ�PXOWLSOH�KHLJKWV�
LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�RQH�ZKLFK�LV�SHUIHFWO\�ŴDW��

X�,I�\RX�DFFHSW�WKH�DERYH�LV�WUXH��WKHQ�ZH�FDQ�SHUKDSV�
GLVSHQVH�ZLWK�WKH�XELTXLWRXV��'�EDFNVFHQH�



www.model-rail.co.uk
77

³

O Each square represents 1ft.

The accompanying 8ft by 3ft track plan is an 
evolution of a much smaller – and less dynamic – 
scheme from several years ago, waiting on a back 
EXUQHU��IRU�PH�WR�VHW�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ��,ōP�JODG�,bGLGQōW��
,Q�WKH�EDFN�RI�P\�PLQG�,bNQHZ�VRPHWKLQJ�ZDVQōW�
quite right and it’s only now, with development of 
WKH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�SODQ��WKDW�,bUHDOLVHG�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��
,bXVHG�+RUQE\�~�VFDOH�SODQQLQJ�WHPSODWHV��RQ�WKH�
level, to design the arrangement, but see Plan 2: 
Colliery Connections for a more detailed account. 

The layout has, in part, been inspired by the 
Longmoor Military Railway (LMR), but with a 
Ŵ\�XQGHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ�RYHUSDVV��7KH�SODQ�
comprises of a small station, aptly named 
Littlemoor, plus a variety of depots for armoured 
vehicles, railway equipment, armaments and 
locomotive sheds. With lots of enthusiasm for 
WKHbUHDO�/05��WKHUHōV�EHHQ�FRPPHUFLDO�LQWHUHVW�
ZLWKb575�ORFRPRWLYHV��FRDFKHV��ZDJRQV�DQG�D�
brake van released in the past few years. 
Furthermore, part of the site was used as a 

preservation centre before the project failed. 
Operationally, there will be inward and outbound 
trains to each of the depots and these will be 
KDQGOHG�E\�WKH�OLNHV�RI�Ō$XVWHULW\ō������7�Brussels. 
Larger locomotives will traverse the gradient 
between points A. and B. as light engines, or 
SXOOLQJ�WZR�FRDFK�WUDLQV�IURP�/LWWOHPRRU�'RZQV�
6WDWLRQ��RII�VWDJH�RQ�WKH�QRQ�VFHQLF�VHFWLRQ��:KHQ�
a train arrives here, the locomotive is removed – 
using a Peco Loco Lift – and moved to the adjacent 

PLAN 1 MILITARY MOVEMENT

track. Coaches are then pulled to the end of the 
track, clearing the curved point at the entry to the 
QRQ�VFHQLF�VHFWLRQ��7KH�ORFRPRWLYH�FDQ�WKHQ�EH�
released ready for the return journey. 
Please note the headshunt, top left, has capacity 

for a single coach and tank engine, or four wagons 
and a tank engine. In addition, there’s the possibil�
ity of shunting stock in the station loops, together 
with trains in and out of the armament depot. 
,I�,bKDYH�DQ\�LVVXHV�ZLWK�WKLV�GHVLJQ��LWōV�WKDW�WKH�

space between the tracks on each level is rather 
narrow for the fullest of scenic treatments and the 
QRQ�VFHQLF�VLGLQJV�DQG�KHDGVKXQW�FRXOG�GR�ZLWK�
being longer. 

Gallery

There was a considerable effort to retain Longmoor’s rail network for preser-

vation use, after the military departed. Locomotives based on the site included 

David Shepherd’s ‘9F’ Black Prince and 75029 The Green Knight, plus ‘Merchant 

Navy’ Clan Line, ‘West Country’ Blackmore Vale and Ivatt 2MT tank No. 41298.

WD ‘Austerity’ 2-8-0 No. 400 Sir Guy Williams on duty at Longmoor Downs 

station in 1965, with an enthusiasts’ train for Liss. Note the SR concrete 

platform face, wartime signal box and short train – there’s only capacity for 

two coaches on the layout.
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PLAN 2 COLLIERY CONNECTIONS
5HFRJQLVLQJ�WKH�LVVXHV�,bKDYH�ZLWK�VFHQLF�DQG�
QRQ�VFHQLF�VSDFH�RQ�WKH��IW�E\��IW�VFKHPH��,bZDQWHG�
WR�FKHFN�KRZ�PXFK�WKLV�PLJKW�EH�LPSURYHG�LI�
,bLQFUHDVHG�WKH�ZLGWK�WR��IW��7R�KHOS�ZLWK�WKLV�
SURFHVV�DQG�JHW�D�VHQVH�RI�VFDOH��LW�PDGH�VHQVH�WR�
XQGHUWDNH�D�EDVLF�PRFN�XS��QRW�RQO\�WR�FKHFN�WKH�
WUDFN�SODQ��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�JUDGLHQW��EXW�DOVR�WR�DGG�D�
QXPEHU�RI�PLQRU�UHYLVLRQV��VXFK�DV�LQFUHDVHG�OHQJWK�
RI�QRQ�VFHQLF�VLGLQJV��0RVW�LPSRUWDQWO\�WKRXJK��LW�
ZRXOG�DOORZ�PH�WR�JHW�D�IHHO�IRU�WKH�LPSDFW�RQ�WKH�
VL]HDEOH�FHQWUDO�VFHQLF�VSDFHV��

THE TRUSTY MOCK-UP

$IWHU�SRQGHULQJ�WKH�LVVXH�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�Ŋ�DQG�EHIRUH�HPEDUNLQJ�RQ�D�
PRFN�XS�Ŋ�,bDOZD\V�XQGHUWDNH�DW�OHDVW�RQH�URXJK�VNHWFK�SODQ��7KLV�JLYHV�
PH�D�SRLQW�IURP�ZKLFK�WR�DVVHVV�ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH�IUHHKDQG�LGHD�FDQ�
EHbPDGH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�UHDO�WUDFN�FRPSRQHQWV��:KLOH�,ōOO�EH�VXJJHVWLQJ�
WKHbXVH�RI�3HFRōV�ULJLG�JHRPHWU\�WUDFN��WKLV�GUDZLQJ�JLYHV�VRPH�LGHD�
RIbKRZ�WKH�OD\RXW�PLJKW�DSSHDU�XVLQJ�ŴH[LEOH�WUDFN�IRU�WKH�VFHQLF�
VHFWLRQ�bVDYH�IRU�WKH�PDLQ�FXUYH�

HORNBY ¼-SCALE TRACK PLANNING TEMPLATES

7KHVH�DUH�SHUIHFW�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�DOO�WKH�SLWIDOOV��
HYHQ�LI�\RX�JR�RQ�WR�XVLQJ�ŴH[LEOH�WUDFN��,Q�WKH�
IROORZLQJ�VHTXHQFH��,ōOO�WDNH�\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�
SURFHVV�RI�FKHFNLQJ�RXW�\RXU�GHVLJQ��PDNLQJ�VXUH�LW�
ORRNV�JRRG�DQG�ZRUNV�ZHOO�

)RU�WKLV�SODQ��,bVWDUWHG�ZLWK�D�SLHFH�RI�
FDUGERDUG�bWKRXJK�SDSHU�ZLOO�GR��DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
�IWbE\��IW��UHSUHVHQWLQJ�DQ��IW�E\��IW�EDVHERDUG�DW�
~bVFDOH��,bSRVLWLRQHG�WKH�SRLQW�DUUDQJHPHQW��
RII�FHQWUH�OHIWbDQG�WKH�VHFRQG�UDGLXV�FXUYH�IURP�
RQH�VLGH�RIbWKH�ERDUG�WR�WKH�RWKHU�ƓUVW��DGGLQJ�WKH�
QRQ�VFHQLF�VHFWLRQ�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WUDLQV�FDQ�EH�RI�
VXIƓFLHQW�OHQJWK��
,WōV�WKHQ�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�VFHQLF�ORRSV�

FDQ�PDWFK�WKH�QRQ�VFHQLF�VLGLQJV��LQ�FDSDFLW\��IRU�
REYLRXV�UHDVRQV��)URP�KHUH��,bPDGH�D�OLQN�IURP�WKH�
H[FKDQJH�VLGLQJV��WR�WKH�WRS�OHIW�KHDGVKXQW��ZLWK�D�
SRLQW�IRU�UHYHUVLQJ�GRZQ�JUDGH�WR�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�
SRVLWLRQHG�FXUYH��
,�ZDQWHG�IXUWKHU�VLGLQJV�IRU�ZDVWH�PDWHULDO�RU�FRDO�

VWRFNSLOLQJ��WRS�ULJKW���ZKLOH�D�OLQH�ZRXOG�WKHQ�SDVV�
WR�WKH�IURQW�RI�WKH�OD\RXW��RQ�ZKDW�ZLOO�EH�WKH�ORZHU�
OHYHO��ZLWK�FROOLHU\�OHIW�DQG�ORFRPRWLYH�VKHG�ULJKW��

$W�WKLV�SRLQW��,bZDQWHG�WR�JHW�DQ�LGHD�RI�KRZ�WKLQJV�ZLOO�ORRN�RQ�WZR�OHYHOV�DQG�
WR�PDNH�VXUH�JUDGLHQW�$��WR�%��LV�PDQDJHDEOH��VHH�ƓQDO�SODQ���7KH�GLVWDQFH�LV�
DURXQG��IW��ZRUNLQJ�RXW�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�������7KDWōV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�ƓQH�IRU�VRPH�
ORFRPRWLYHV�ZLWK�D�VKRUW�UDNH�RI�ZDJRQV�DQG�D�ELW�RI�D�UXQ�XS�IURP�WKH�ORZHU�
OHYHO��WKRXJK�LWōV�ZRUWK�WHVWLQJ�WKLV�RXW�RQ�WUDFN�ZLWK�\RXU�RZQ�VWRFN��,I�UHVXOWV�
DUH�XQVDWLVIDFWRU\��WKHQ�FRQVLGHU�LQVWDOOLQJ�WKH�'&&FRQFHSWV�3RZHU%DVH�
V\VWHP�ZKLFK�KHOSV�ZLWK�DGKHVLRQ�RQ�JUDGLHQWV��1RWH�KRZ�,ōYH�SDFNHG�XS�WKH�
KLJK�OHYHO�VHFWLRQ�RQ�/HJR�W\SH�EULFNV�WR�JHW�WKH�ULJKW�VRUW�RI�IHHO��

,�XVXDOO\�PDNH�D�IHZ�HUURUV�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�ZKLFK��PRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW��FDQ�HDVLO\�
EH�UHFWLƓHG��7KLV�H[DPSOH�VWHPV�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�0LOLWDU\�0RYHPHQWV�
DUUDQJHPHQW��DIWHU�FKHFNLQJ�LI�WKH�OD\RXW�ZLOO�ZRUN�RSHUDWLRQDOO\��,bGR�WKLV�E\�
LPDJLQLQJ�D�WUDLQ�HQ�URXWH�DORQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�VHFWLRQV�RI�WUDFN��LQ�WKLV�FDVH�IURP�
QRQ�VFHQLF�WR�H[FKDQJH�VLGLQJV��,W�EHFDPH�YHU\�FOHDU�WKDW�SRLQWZRUN�DW�WKH�
OHIW�KDQG�HQG�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�ZDV�QRW�DUUDQJHG�IRU�EHVW�HIIHFW�IRU�DFFHVV�IURP�WKH�
PDLQ�OLQH��DQG�\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�PRGLƓFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�RI�WKH�WZR�LPDJHV��

This photograph had a significant influence on my design, 

though my embankment would be higher with the low-level 

line passing under a slightly larger bridge. Hudswell Clarke 

0-6-0ST No. 7 nears Penkridge with an RPS special from 

NCB Littleton Colliery.
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Exchange sidings are a key part of my colliery design both for operation and 

appearance. This South Wales example is very much how I’d expect the layout 

to look across its central section, with all the clutter and varied surfaces and, 

of particular note, a very austere, wartime-style signal box. ³

O Each square represents 1ft.O Each square represents 1ft.

Every layout should follow a logical process in 

the positioning of structures and vegetation. 

For example, you may want a working set of 

screens, able to drop coal into empty wagons. 

If so, this will require a chute on the front edge 

of the baseboard or one that leads off, on a 

conveyor, to the non-scenic section. Either way, 

you’ll need a container for one wagonload of 

coal to be dropped into a wagon, so there’s no 

overfilling. On prototypes, screens like these at 

Littleton Colliery in the 1970s could sort coal 

into different sizes. Many coal-related 

businesses were set up near a colliery, and 

brickworks were typical. I’ve added a loading 

shed on the main baseboard, and part of the 

main complex, hinted at off stage, with only 

upper walls, roof and chimney in sight and the 

lower section view-blocked with vegetation, 

masking entry to non-scenic sidings, left. 

Below: The centrally placed, diagonal embankment 

spine acts as a backscene to both sides, when viewed 

at eye level, and has the most intensive section of 

trackwork, including exchange loops, a main line and 

foreground loop (serving the brickworks). Scenically, 

there are masses of surfaces and textures in terms 

of coal, waste products, wild and intense vegetation, 

including multiple, carefully positioned trees. 

For inspiration, there are numerous preserved collieries around the UK. This 

stone, brick and concrete example at Pleasley Vale, is on the outskirts of 

Mansfield and very similar to that at the Foxfield Railway.

Gallery
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Masterplan Dream shunt

PLAN 3 BREWERY/WAREHOUSE WANDERINGS
I’m guessing that a colliery might not be everyone’s 
cup of tea, but the great thing about any half-decent 
track plan is that it can be adapted to a variety of 
alternatives. Indeed, this layout could easily be 
inspired by networks that existed in and around 
numerous towns and cities. 

I’ve taken some inspiration from areas of Burton-
XSRQ�7UHQW�DQG�DGGHG�VRPH�ƓFWLRQDO�FRQWHQW�WR�

produce the plan you see here. From a modelling 
point of view, you may wish to scratchbuild or adapt 
existing kits and ready-made structures. The Metcalfe 
range of card kits immediately springs to mind.
Whatever you choose, it’s as much about how you 

group your structures. Many prototype locations 
certainly had an ad hoc nature and were seldom built 
in neat rows, parallel to the perimeter edge. 
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O Each square represents 1ft.

X All curves are second radius, except 
where shown with a number (3rd for 
WKLUGbUDGLXV�HWF��

X ‘Y’ indicates a curve that matches the 
‘Y’ point.

X NSP indicates a non-standard length of 
WUDFN�DQG�ZLOO�UHTXLUH�FXWWLQJ�WR�ƓW�

X Each square on plan represents 1ft in 
‘OO’ gauge.

Notes to all plans

Gallery

‘Jinty’ 0-6-0T No. 47643 heads towards Horninglow Bridge, Burton-upon-

Trent, 1964. Note the height of the adjacent warehouse and the chimney in 

the distance. RICHARD INWOOD/PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

Everything that a good brewery layout should include is contained within this 

image of the Truman, Hanbury, Buxton & Co. brewery in Burton-upon-Trent, 

in 1963. RICHARD INWOOD/PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

While most warehouses are of brick or stone construction, concrete examples 

provide for an interesting alternative. This building belonged to the Robinson 

family in Chesterfield, famous for military field dressings. 

I used virtually the same plan for all three 
designs to illustrate how multiple scenic 
treatments can look different from one 
another. Although recommending a 4ft 
width for two of the plans, both can be 
WZHDNHG�WR�ƓW�ZLWK��IW��<HV��WKHUHōV�D�SLQFK�
point: on the second radius partial circuit, 
\RXōOO�FRPH�WR�ZLWKLQ��LQ�IURP�WKH�
baseboard edge on both sides. Some will 
VD\�WKDW�\RXōG�QHHG�D�PLQLPXP�RI��LQ��EXW�

LWōV�QHYHU�EHHQ�D�SUREOHP�RQ�P\�OD\RXWV��
Alternatively, you can reduce some of the 
FXUYHV�GRZQ�WR�ƓUVW�UDGLXV��UHFRJQLVLQJ�
the limitations and reduction in space. 

$QG�ƓQDOO\��IRU�WKRVH�UHDGHUV�ZKR�KDYH�
been considering a shunting layout of this 
VL]H��,bKRSH�WKHVH�SODQV�DUH�XVHIXO�DQG�LI�
you would like to discuss these any 
IXUWKHU��SOHDVH�GRQōW�KHVLWDWH�WR�FRQWDFW�
me via the magazine. 

Diversity
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 The best choice for electronic  parts and spares

The decoder is fully NMRA compatible.

Dimensions: Length 1.1” (28mm) Width 0.6” (15.5mm) Thickness 0.2” (5mm)

DCC standard decoder suitable size for OO/HO scale locomotives

Motor current 1.5 Amp continuous and 2 Amp peak

Motor overload protect adjustable    

4 or 6 x 100mA function outputs

Back-EMF with silent motor control

28 step adjustable speed table / support long address

Advanced consist address setting

Supports running also in DC enviroment

Function remapping for each output

Braking function adjustable
ET 203 6 output ET 201 6 output 

8 Pin version

21 Pin version
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 Prices valid until 31-10-2021  errors excepted 
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See our website for details of all our offers 

Check out our other advert for components

P & P £ 3.50

Free on orders over  £100
Telephone ord

ers 

welcome 
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DCC Decoder Tester 

for 6, 8 and 21 pin socket 

also 9 pin JST connector.

18 pin next adapter board available from January
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Lighting system for DMU & EMU 

multiple units DCC compatible can also 

be used as coach lighting

With Motor £28.99

Without motor £27.99

This amazing 4 function module

overhead and 3rd rail arcing

ditch light , alarm light 

5 Piece Plier set in 

simulated leather 

case was £10.99 now 

only £9.99  

Automatic wire 

strippers

was £ 6.95

Now £6.25

Antex Soldering 

tool kit

18 or 25 watt 

£49.99   

Helping Hand

Assembly Aid

Was £7.99

Now 7.49 
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LED Holder 

solder free

£0.75

LED’S all colours 

all sizes

From £0.15

Grain of Wheat 

Bulbs

colours & clear 

£0.40

100 clear £30

Copper Clad 

Boards 

from £3.35

Battery 

Holders 

From £0.25p

Bridge 

Rectifiers

From £0.25

Instrument 

cases & 

Enclosures 

from £ 2.30

Miniature Micro 

Switches 

from £ 0.25 

DMG Technical Ltd

Unit10 Glan y Llyn Ind Est

Taffs Well, Cardiff

CF15 7JD

 Tel 02920 813136
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H
ornby’s roster of LNER 

steam locomotives has 

been growing steadily 

over the past decade 

or two, and this year Edward 

Thompson’s Class A2 ‘Pacifics’ 

have been added. Under review 

here is the Class A2/3, 15 of 

which were built in 1946/47. 

Opinion is divided over the 

relative merits of this class, 

particularly in a visual sense. 

Indeed, the position of the 

outside cylinders does look 

peculiar, but the real locomotives 

proved their worth over the 

course of their careers.

Hornby has also been busy 

creating the ‘A2/2’, Thompson’s 

earlier – and controversial – 

rebuild of Gresley’s heralded ‘P2’ 

2-8-2s, early production batches 

of which have suffered from a few 

quality control issues. Will these 

‘A2/3’. The incredibly long boiler 

and smokebox resemble a rocket 

on wheels, although the smoke 

deflectors give it a bit of 

structure, in contrast to the 

earlier ‘A2/2’ with its small fins 

issues also affect the ‘A2/3’? 

Let’s take a close look…

Our sample represents No. 514 

Chamossaire in the beautiful 

LNER lined green livery, while 

other options consist of BR lined 

green with either early or late 

crests (60512 and 60523 

respectively), plus another LNER 

green version as No. 500 Edward 

Thompson, with numerous 

era-specific detail variations 

across the board. No. 514 depicts 

an ‘A2/3’ in original condition, 

with an austere lipped double 

chimney (these were later 

replaced with a more attractive 

beaded version) and Thompson’s 

original boiler, complete with 

small round dome. The hefty 

early style of speedometer 

bracket is also present on the left 

side of the running plate.

While I freely admit to not 

being much of an LNER obses-

sive, especially in terms of the 

various ‘racehorse’ 4-6-2s, it’s 

hard to fault Hornby’s attempt at 

capturing the overall appearance 

and character of Thompson’s 

Hornby LNER 
 Thompson ‘A2/3’
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�+RUQE\�5�����/1(5�7KRPSVRQ�&ODVVb$����������Chamossaire  X PRICE 553�e��������X AVAILABILITY Hornby stockists Web www.hornby.com

Sprung 
buffers
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The overall lining job is 

excellent, but the ultra-

ƓQH�OLQHV�DSSOLHG�WR�WKH�

HOHJDQW�bVSRNHG�ZKHHOV�LV�

SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSUHVVLYH��

7KH�FDE�LQWHULRU�IHDWXUHV�SOHQW\�

RI�GHWDLO��D�SDLU�RI�EXFNHW�VHDWV�

DQG�D�KLQJHG�IDOOSODWH�

7KH�SULQWHG�LQVWUXFWLRQ�

SDQHObIRU�WKH�WHQGHU�ZDWHU�

VFRRS�JHDU�LV�FULVSO\�SULQWHG�

DQG�IXOO\�OHJLEOH�

1

2

3

Inside the tender, an 8pin 

decoder socket sits atop the 

metal weight, which has a 28mm 

diameter aperture to accommo-

date a speaker. The usual four 

wires and detachable plug links 

the locomotive and tender, along 

with an adjustable steel bar 

coupling. Wiper pickups bear 

things 
we like
3

Detailed cab 
interior

NEM coupler 
(rear only)

8pin socket

atop the smokebox. Thompson’s 

flat-fronted cab looks a little 

incongruous, however, but that’s 

the fault of the locomotive 

designer, not Hornby!

There is plenty of fine detail to 

be found on the locomotive and 

tender, with all handrails, lamp 

brackets, footsteps and rivet 

head detail neatly executed. The 

distinctive depressed sandbox 

covers have been captured and 

the cab interior is fully kitted out 

with pipes, gauges, controls and 

seats. The jointed reversing rod 

below the footplate is also a nice 

touch. The tender frames are 

worthy of note, with a superb 

rendition of all axlebox, spring 

and rivet detail, along with the 

brake gear and water scoop.

Removing the locomotive and 

tender bodies proved to be 

remarkably simple: just a few 

screws to loosen before both 

shells simply lift off. No fiddly, 

delicate parts to detach or break, 

which makes a refreshing 

change. Inside, the sealed can 

motor is visible, but the worm 

gear and drive train are 

encased in a metal block, 

which can be accessed via a 

few more screws, allowing the 

lubricant to be topped up as 

and when necessary. 

Everything is neatly arranged, 

with no flailing power cables to 

get trapped during reassembly.

 The distinctive depressed 

sandbox covers have been 

captured and the cab interior is 

fully kitted out with pipes, 

gauges, controls and seats 

onto the inside faces of the 

driving and tender wheels, with 

adequate compensation for the 

side-play in each axle. Indeed, 

everything in the electrical and 

mechanical department lives up 

to the usual high standards we’ve 
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Edward Thompson succeeded to the post 
of CME following the death of Sir Nigel 
*UHVOH\�LQ�������7KRPSVRQ�FHUWDLQO\�UXIŴHG�
a few feathers with his early decision to 
rebuild Gresley’s famed ‘P2’ 2-8-2s into 
Ō3DFLƓFVō��7KH�UHVXOWDQW�WKUHH�F\OLQGHU�
&ODVVb$���������V�KDYH�GLYLGHG�RSLQLRQ�
HYHU�VLQFH��ZLWK�PDQ\�IRRWSODWH�FUHZV�
disliking their tendency to slip.

8QGHWHUUHG��7KRPSVRQ�GHYHORSHG�
the design into what would become the 
DOO�QHZ�Ō$���ō��%XLOW�DW�'RQFDVWHU�IURP�
������WKH�\HDU�RI�7KRPSVRQōV�
UHWLUHPHQW��D�ŴHHW�RI����
ORFRPRWLYHV�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�
HQYLVDJHG��+RZHYHU��WKH�
LQFRPLQJ�&0(��$UWKXU�
3HSSHUFRUQ��TXLFNO\�UHGXFHG�
the building programme to 15. 

'HVSLWH�D�IHZ�LQLWLDO�SUREOHPV�
Ŋ�DQG�GULYHUVō�UHVHUYDWLRQV�Ŋ�
WKH�QHZ�Ō3DFLƓFVō�SURYHG�YHU\�
FDSDEOH�HQJLQHV��KDQGOLQJ�
much of the Top Link work 
RQ�WKH�(&0/��DOEHLW�IRU�RQO\�
DbVKRUW�SHULRG��7KH�VXEVHTXHQW�
DUULYDO�RI�3HSSHUFRUQōV�Ō$�ō�
VDZb7KRPSVRQōV�Ō3DFLƓFVō�
PRYHG�RQWR�OHVV�SUHVWLJLRXV�
MREV��ZRUNLQJ�IURP�1HZ�(QJODQG��
<RUN��*DWHVKHDG��+HDWRQ�DQG�
+D\PDUNHW�VKHGV��
Not the most elegant of LNER 

�����V��D�QRWDEOH�IHDWXUH�RI�ERWK�
WKH�Ō$���ō�DQG�Ō$���ō�ZDV�WKH�
placement of the cylinders behind 
WKH�OHDGLQJ�ERJLH��UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�
rather ungainly appearance. This 
XQFRQYHQWLRQDO�DSSURDFK�FDXVHG�
DQ�LQFUHDVHG�ŴH[LQJ�RI�WKH�IUDPHV��
OHDGLQJ�WR�YDULRXV�PDLQWHQDQFH�
LVVXHV�DQG�DQ�XQVHWWOLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�
for footplate crews. In terms 
RI�SHUIRUPDQFH��KRZHYHU��WKH�
ORFRPRWLYHV�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�
capable for the work they were 
GHVLJQHG�IRU��0RUHRYHU��WKHLU�
prodigious power output also 
VXLWHG�WKHP�WR�IUHLJKW�ZRUN�DQG��
LWbKDV�EHHQ�VDLG��SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�
HYHQ�EHWWHU�ZKHQ�ƓWWHG�ZLWK�D�ODWHU�
Peppercorn boiler.

1XPEHUHG��������������
��������������������XQGHU�%5���
the doyen of the class was named 

)DFWƓOH��/1(5�7KRPSVRQ�Ō$���ō

+RUQE\�/1(5�7KRPSVRQ�Ō$���ō�Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

System 
builder

7+203621�
7($.b672&.
Bachmann’s rendition of 

Thompson’s 59ft 6in and 63ft 

steel-bodied coaching stock 

are superb models, especially 

WKRVH�LQ�WKH�HUVDW]�WHDN�ƓQLVK��

Just the thing to complement a 

/1(5�JUHHQ�VWHDP�ORFRPRWLYH�

Price:�e�����

Availability: 

%DFKPDQQbVWRFNLVWV

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

*5(6/(<�7($.�672&.
Hornby’s Gresley coaching 

stock was a landmark model 

ZKHQ�ƓUVW�UHOHDVHG�LQ������

and there’s now a large range 

of vehicle types to choose from, 

LQ�WHDN�DQG�%5�OLYHULHV�

Price:�e������

Availability: Hornby stockists

Web: www.hornby.com

%5�0kb��672&.
)URP�WKH�����V�RQZDUGV��

WKH�%5�0Nb��EHFDPH�WKH�

‘standard’ for express and 

secondary services, so a 

SRVW�QDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�Ō$���ō�

would suit a rake of maroon or 

ŌEORRG�DQG�FXVWDUGō�FRDFKHV��

Hornby and Bachmann both 

RIIHU�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�UDQJH�

Price:�IURP�e�����

Availability: Hornby and 

Bachmann stockists

Web: www.hornby.com 

www.bachmann.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

2: No. 60512 Steady Aim, rests at 

Polmadie shed, Glasgow in 1964. By 

this time, the remaining ‘A2/3s’ were 

all based north of the border and 

worked onto the WCML, hence the 

addition of a yellow cabside stripe. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

3: The unusual positioning of the out-

side cylinders is evident in this view 

of No. 60511 Airborne at Haymarket 

shed, 1955. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

after its designer at a small ceremony at 
0DU\OHERQH�LQ�������)XUWKHUPRUH��1R�b����
ZDV�DOVR�WKH�����WK�ORFRPRWLYH�WR�EH�EXLOW�
DW�'RQFDVWHU�:RUNV��7KH�ŴHHW�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�
%5�VHUYLFH�LQWR�WKH�����V��E\�ZKLFK�WLPH�DOO�
VXUYLYLQJ�Ō$���Vō�ZHUH�EDVHG�LQ�6FRWODQG��
ZLWK�WKH�ƓQDO�H[DPSOHV�ZLWKGUDZQ�LQ�������
1RQH�ZHUH�SUHVHUYHG�

�

�

1: The grimy surroundings of Gateshead shed forms 

the backdrop for this shot of No. 60517 Ocean Swell, 

sometime around 1959. Note the later pattern of 

beaded chimney. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

�
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HORNBY LNER THOMPSON CLASS A2/3

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length 72ft 10¾in 292.4mm 296mm

Height 13ft 1in 52.5mm 52mm

Width 9ft 0in 36.1mm 36.2mm

Wheel diameter (driving) 6ft 2in 24.7mm 24.5mm

Wheelbase (coupled) 6ft 6in + 6ft 6in 26.1mm 26.5mm

Wheel diameter (tender) 4ft 2in 16.7mm 16.6mm

 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Loco and tender bodies unscrew from chassis.

Where to oil: Axles and crankpins.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Hornby

Ref. No. R3833

Unit No. 514 Chamossaire

Scale/gauge: �����VFDOH��Ō22ōbJDXJH

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: ���J

Min. curve radius: 438mm 

�VHFRQGbUDGLXV�

Wheel back-to-back: 14.3mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Motor drives centre 

FRXSOHG�D[OH�YLD�Q\ORQ�JHDUV�

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Five pole

Lights: No

DCC ready: Yes, 8pin socket

Flywheel(s): No

Traction tyres: No

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Impressive.

PROS 
O�Overall looks.

O�Smooth performance.

O�Exquisite lining.

CONS
O�Pronounced seam along 

top of boiler.

O�$bIHZ�TXDOLW\�

FRQWURObLVVXHV�

come to expect from modern 

Hornby models.

A flangeless set of wheels is 

installed into the trailing truck 

and, curiously, there is no 

optional flanged wheelset 

supplied, as has been the case 

with previous Hornby ‘Pacifics’. 

The only extras supplied in the 

box is a set of brake rigging for 

the locomotive, plus a pair of 

cylinder drain pipes and front 

footsteps. Another interesting 

omission is the lack of any 

provision for fitting a tension 

lock (or any other) coupling to 

the front end.

While there are no cab and 

running plate fitting issues, as per 

the early ‘A2/2’ releases, close 

inspection of this model did 

reveal a few issues. Firstly, the 

tender buffers have been 

installed at a distinctly droopy 

angle, while the footplate at the 

smokebox end tilts upwards ever 

so slightly. Furthermore, there is 

a significant blemish in the 

paintwork on one side of the 

firebox and an unsightly glue 

stain on the cab roof. 

Unusually, the boiler is 

moulded in two halves which are 

glued together lengthways, 

resulting in a pronounced, 

inconsistent seam along the top 

edge. Given that we invariably 

gaze down on our models, this 

feels like a retrograde design 

step; once you’re aware of this 

flaw, it’s hard to ignore it. Apart 

from these issues, the quality of 

the paintwork is excellent, 

particularly the lining, which is 

first rate throughout, even down 

to the chassis frames and wheels.

On the rails, the model 

performed faultlessly, coping 

with a dozen bogie coaches with 

ease. Running was smooth and 

consistent straight from the box. 

There’s plenty of movement in 

the front bogie to help negotiate 

curves and intricate junctions, 

with the die-cast metal chassis 

designed in such a way as to 

maintain a healthy degree of 

mass over the leading axles, thus 

reducing the risk of derailments.

Overlooking the assembly 

flaws, this is another impressive 

‘Pacific’ to add to Hornby’s stable 

of East Coast thoroughbreds. 

Whatever the aesthetic and 

technical merits of Thompson’s 

4-6-2, this 4mm scale version is 

certainly a potential winner. (GD)

O With thanks to Hattons for the 

loan of this model.
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I
t was a bold move for Heljan 

to enter the ‘OO9’ market 

with the Lynton & Barnstaple 

Railway Manning Wardle 

2-6-2Ts. While there was never 

much doubt that any model of an 

L&B subject would be popular, the 

2-6-2Ts pose real headaches for 

any model designer. The long 

wheelbase and outside frames are 

far from ideal for a modelling 

scale/gauge combination which 

grew out of industrial narrow 

gauge modelling and features 

very tight curves as one of its 

attributes. 

It is perhaps not surprising, 

therefore, that the Heljan 2-6-2T 

had some issues and really 

requires a layout built with curves 

to suit it. However, there was an 

L&BR locomotive which did have a 

much shorter, more 

flexible wheelbase 

and is much more 

suited to the traditional 

type of ‘OO9’ layout. The 

Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn was as 

readily associated with the L&B as 

any of the Manning Wardles and it 

is now revived in full size by a 

replica which operates at Woody 

Bay, so what better choice for 

Heljan’s second foray into ‘OO9’?

Having bought two of the 

Manning Wardle models I was 

delighted to be asked to review 

the model of Lyn. The first thing to 

notice is that the Baldwin was a 

large 2-4-2T. It looks bulkier than 

the 2-6-2Ts, and when placed 

alongside one it is actually much 

the same in overall dimensions, 

but the larger side tanks, cab and 

three domes of the Baldwin 

certainly make the Manning 

Wardle appear more delicate. 

O Original L&B condition. 

American boiler, ash removal 

opening on smokebox, 

copper-capped chimney. Black, 

lined yellow, painted name.
O L&B livery, Avonside boiler, 

original chimney, nameplate 

on cabside.
O L&B livery/early SR condition, 

stovepipe chimney. SR 

numberplate on cabside, 

nameplate on tanks.
O SR olive green livery as E762.
O SR olive green livery as E762 with 

post-1932 steam heating.
O Baldwin export with US features 

in plain undecorated black. 

I searched in vain for detail that 

Heljan might have missed but not 

only is everything present and 

correct, it is also exquisitely 

finished. The Southern green looks 

spot on and the lining out, with 

black-edged panels lined in white, 

is the finest I can recall seeing. Nor 

are there any lining mistakes, as 

there were on the first batch of 

Manning Wardles. In the instruc-

tion sheet, Heljan has also 

provided reference numbers for 

all the paint colours used on the 

model – a first as far as I’m aware. 

The body of the model is 

Like the Manning Wardle, Heljan’s 

Lyn is exquisite. 

The character of ‘the Yankee’ 

has been perfectly captured, from 

the outside-framed pony trucks to 

the ‘glasshouse’ wooden cab, 

which has so much glazing that a 

very detailed cab interior has had 

to be provided. A fully detailed 

backhead is featured and can be 

readily seen through the large side 

and rear windows. The very fine 

external detail is, however, quite 

vulnerable and once again we 

have packaging which, while 

designed to prevent damage, can 

actually cause it. In this instance 

the cab roof whistle has a 

noticeable lean to one side and 

both corners of the bunker coal 

rails had been bent downwards by 

the packaging, causing one side to 

break. I haven’t risked trying to 

rectify it either, for fear of causing 

more damage.

However, I found myself 

studying the detail of the real 

locomotive, which I had not 

previously done with regard to 

Lyn. Heljan is issuing five versions 

of Lyn, reflecting the locomotive’s 

entire career, starting with the 

American boiler, smokebox 

cleaning arrangement and original 

safety valves and going through to 

the final variant of No. 762 with 

steam heating pipes front and rear. 

A sixth version is being issued in 

unlined black reflecting the 

Baldwin export design with the 

original American boiler, chimney 

and fittings. The diagram shows it 

with the front lamp which was, 

I believe, an L&BR fitment despite 

its American appearance.

The versions which Heljan has 

illustrated are as follows. All are 

currently available. 

Heljan Lyn 
X GAUGE ‘009’  X MODEL Heljan Baldwin 2-4-2T E762 Lyn SR green (1929-32) X PRICE £239.95 X AVAILABILITY Heljan stockists Web www.heljan.co.uk
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Instantly recognisable.

6XSHUE�TXDOLW\�ƓQLVK�

$OPRVW�VLOHQW�PHFKDQLVP�

 The Southern green looks 

spot on and the lining out, with 

black-edged panels lined in white, 

LV�WKH�ƓQHVW�,bFDQ�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�

,�GRQōW�KDYH�D�Ō22�ō�OD\RXW�DQG�P\�Ō1ōbJDXJH�LV�
'&&�RSHUDWHG��VR�,bKDG�QRZKHUH�WR�WHVW�Lyn��$V�
,bDOVR�KDG�DQ�/	%�VWDWLRQ�NLW�WR�EXLOG��,bGHFLGHG�WR�
DVVHPEOH�D�VPDOO�Ō22�ō�WHVW�FLUFXLW�ZLWK���LQ�
UDGLXV�FXUYHV��,bSODQQHG�WR�XVH�D�VXUSOXV����\HDU�
ROG�+	0�FRQWUROOHU��EXW�ROG�UKHRVWDW�EDVHG�
FRQWUROOHUV�DUH�QRW�FRPSDWLEOH�ZLWK�PRGHUQ��
FRUHOHVV�PRWRUV��7KRXJK�Lyn�GLG�UXQ��LW�VHW�RII�DW�
D�FUDFNLQJ�SDFH�DQG�ZDV�QRW�FRQWUROODEOH�DW�ORZ�
VSHHG�RQ�D�FRQWUROOHU�WKDW�SUREDEO\�SXWV�RXW�D�
IDLUO\�KLJK�PLQLPXP�YROWDJH��7KLV�ZDV�QHHGHG�WR�
VXLW�WKH�ODUJHU�ROG�VW\OH�PRWRUV�WKDW�QHHGHG�
KLJKHU�SRZHU�WR�JHW�WKHP�VWDUWHG��
3XW�VLPSO\��LI�\RXōUH�EX\LQJ�WKH�ODWHVW�

ORFRPRWLYH�PRGHOV��\RX�DUH�XSJUDGLQJ��DQG�\RX�
QHHG�WR�XSJUDGH�\RXU�FRQWUROOHU�WR�PDWFK��)RU�
WKH�WLPH�EHLQJ�,ōYH�ERUURZHG�WKH�*DXJHPDVWHU�
0RGHO�'�IURP�P\�Ō22ō�OD\RXW�DQG�Lyn�UXQV�
H[WUHPHO\�ZHOO��GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�
FRQWUROOHU�LV�JHWWLQJ�RQ�IRU����\HDUV�ROG��,WōV�WKH�

���\HDU�ROG�RQHV�WKDW�ZLOO�QHHG�UHSODFLQJ�
7KH�ƓUVW�WKLQJ�WR�QRWH�DERXW�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�

LV�WKDW�WKH�YHU\�QLFHO\�PRXOGHG�ODPS�RQ�WKH�
VPRNHER[�IURQW�DFWXDOO\�ZRUNV��7UXH��\RX�FDQōW�
PRYH�LW�WR�WKH�EDFN�ZKHQ�UXQQLQJ�EXQNHU�ƓUVW�
EXW�LW�RQO\�LOOXPLQDWHV�ZKHQ�WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�LV�
UXQQLQJ�IRUZDUGV��86�VWHDP�ORFRPRWLYHV�DOZD\V�
IHDWXUHG�D�ODUJH�IRUZDUG�IDFLQJ�ODPS�DQG�WKHUHōV�
VRPHWKLQJ�UDWKHU�SOHDVLQJ�DERXW�VHHLQJ�LW��
FRUUHFWO\��RQ�D�ORFRPRWLYH�XVHG�LQ�%ULWDLQ��
,URQLFDOO\��LW�GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�EH�OLW�LQ�DQ\�RI�WKH�
SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�WKH�UHDO�Lyn�WKDW�,bKDYH��8VLQJ�
WKH�*DXJHPDVWHU�FRQWUROOHU��Lyn�ZDV�VPRRWK�
GRZQ�WR�ORZ�VSHHGV��7KH�VLOHQFH�LPSUHVVHV��WRR�
2Q�WHVW��Lyn�SURYHG�WR�EH�FDSDEOH�RI�KDQGOLQJ�

D�WUDLQ�RI�WKUHH�FRDFKHV�SOXV�D�ERJLH�ZDJRQ�RQ�
��LQ�UDGLXV�FXUYHV��+RZHYHU��WKH�FRPIRUWDEOH�
ORDG�IRU�Lyn�RQ�WKDW�UDGLXV�ZDV�WKUHH�FRDFKHV��
ZKLOH�WKH�0DQQLQJ�:DUGOH�ZDV�TXLWH�DW�KRPH�
ZLWK�P\�HQWLUH�VWRFN�RI�ƓYH�FRDFKHV�

1

2

3

I decided to leave well alone.

The outside valve gear is 

somewhat simpler than the Joy 

gear on the Manning Wardles and 

on Lyn the coupling and connect-

ing rods are blackened. The 

Baldwin rods were more substan-

tial than those on the Manning 

Wardles so it makes sense that 

things 
we like
3

assembled from plastic mouldings 

and there are some remarkably 

fine separate fittings. I’m puzzled 

by two lamp irons on the front 

bufferbeam as I can’t spot these 

on any photographs but they are 

separate fittings, so if they bother 

you they can easily be removed. 

The bag of customer-fit details 

includes cowcatchers and vacuum 

and steam-heat hoses as 

appropriate but, unlike the 

Manning Wardles, the standard 

hook-and-loop couplers are pre-fit-

ted and the cowcatchers are not, 

as the two items will conflict. On 

the Manning Wardles, the 

cowcatchers were pre-fitted and 

the couplers left separate. The 

Baldwin is much more logical in 

that respect. 

SCREWS AND CREWS
It would be nice to fit a crew into 

that spacious cab but the one 

downside of this model, perhaps, 

is the amount of dismantling 

necessary in order to access the 

DCC socket and the cab interior. 

According to my count of the 

instructions there are nine small 

screws to be removed, as well as 

smokebox stays and pipework. 

Performance

Heljan has blackened them, but 

there is something particularly 

attractive about the gleaming 

polished rods on the 2-6-2Ts. 

Those who like a precise match 

between the colours on their 

locomotives may be a little 

disappointed that the word 

SOUTHERN and number on Lyn 

are a paler shade than the yellow 

used on the Manning Wardles. 

I recall reading, many years ago, 

that the 2-6-2Ts were hand-painted 

at Pilton Works because the tank 

sides were too small to accommo-

date standard SR transfers. There 

was no such problem with the 

Baldwin’s much larger tanks, and 

this locomotive was the only one 

of the five to go to the SR works at 

Eastleigh where it received the full 

works treatment. 

I thought the standard of 

decoration on the 2-6-2Ts (errors 

apart) was very good but the 

Baldwin is even better, from its 

tiny red and brass nameplate to 

the wealth of fine white lining on 

the tanks and the ‘metalled’ finish 

of the cylinder ends, Lyn is an 

object lesson in how a state-of-

the-art 21st-century model should 

be finished. For lesser railways 

one might get away with a more 

‘average’ finish, but the L&B was 

special and the passage of time 

has made it more so. Distance, so 

it is said, lends enchantment to 

the view and we probably 

imagine the L&B more pristine 

and perfect than it really was. Full 

marks to Heljan for interpreting 

that image into ‘OO9’.

CONCLUSION
Heljan’s Lyn is not cheap but 

in terms of quality, in both 

appearance and performance, 

it more than justifies its price 
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When the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway 
RSHQHGbLQb�����LW�ZDV�TXLFNO\�UHDOLVHG�WKDW�
WKHbVWDEOH�RI�WKUHH�0DQQLQJ�:DUGOH������7V�
OHIWbQR�URRP�IRU�FRQWLQJHQFLHV�DW�EXV\�
WLPHV�DQGbD�IRXUWK�ORFRPRWLYH�ZDV�QHHGHG��
+RZHYHU�bWKH�RUGHU�ERRNV�RI�0DQQLQJ�:DUGOH�
DQG�RWKHU�%ULWLVK�PDQXIDFWXUHUV�ZHUH�IXOO�DQG�
WKHb/	%5�ZHQW�WR�%DOGZLQ�RI�3KLODGHOSKLD��
86$��IURP�ZKRP�LW�REWDLQHG�D������7�RI�
VLPLODUbGHVLJQbWR�RWKHUV�ZKLFK�%DOGZLQ�KDG�
EXLOWbIRU�H[SRUW��7KH�ORFRPRWLYH�ZDV�VXSSOLHG�
LQ�NLW�IRUP�DQG�DVVHPEOHG�DW�WKH�/	%ōV�3LOWRQ�
:RUNV�LQ�%DUQVWDSOH��
,QLWLDOO\��WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�UDQ�DV�VXSSOLHG��LQ�SODLQ�EODFN��
OLQHG�\HOORZ��ZLWK�WKH�QDPH�Lyn�SDLQWHG�RQ�WKH�FDE�
VLGHV��WKH�EXLOGHUōV�SODWH�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�PRYHG�WR�WKH�
EXQNHU�UHDU��$OO�WKH�/	%5�ORFRPRWLYHV�ZHUH�QDPHG�DIWHU�
:HVW�&RXQWU\�ULYHUV�ZLWK�WKUHH�OHWWHU�QDPHV��$bSDLU�RI�
QDPHSODWHV�ZHUH�PDGH�XS�ZLWK�OHWWHUV�VROGHUHG�IURP�
EUDVV�VWULS�DQG�WKHVH�ZHUH�ƓWWHG�WR�WKH�FDE�VLGHV��7KH�
ORFRPRWLYH�ZDV�WKHQ�SDLQWHG�LQ�WKH�UDLOZD\ōV�VWDQGDUG�
GDUN�ŌKROO\ō�JUHHQ�ZLWK�UHG�OLQLQJ��

$V�VXSSOLHG��WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�KDG�D�QXPEHU�RI�$PHULFDQ�
IHDWXUHV��DPRQJ�ZKLFK�ZDV�D�V\VWHP�IRU�UHPRYLQJ�DVK�
IURP�WKH�VPRNHER[�E\�VWLUULQJ�WKH�DVK�XS�WKURXJK�DQ�
RSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�VPRNHER[�VLGH��7KLV�ZDV�XQSRSXODU�ZLWK�
FUHZV�DQG�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�EHLQJ�NQRZQ�
VRPHZKDW�GLVSDUDJLQJO\�DV�ŌWKH�<DQNHHō��,Q������WKH�
OLJKWO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�$PHULFDQ�ERLOHU�ZDV�FRQGHPQHG�
DIWHU�EHLQJ�SHQHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�ERLOHU�LQVSHFWRUōV�
KDPPHU�DQG�ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�D�QHZ�ERLOHU�EXLOW�E\�
$YRQVLGH�DQG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�DVK�UHPRYLQJ�HTXLSPHQW��

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��FRDO�UDLOV�ZHUH�ƓWWHG�WR�WKH�
EXQNHU��5DPVERWWRP�VDIHW\�YDOYHV�UHSODFHG�WKH�&ROH�
SDWWHUQ�DQG�WKH�86�SDWWHUQ�KRRWHU�ZDV�UHSODFHG�
ZLWK�D�ZKLVWOH�RQ�WKH�FDE�URRI��7KH�FKLPQH\�ZDV�
ODWHU�UHSODFHG�ZLWK�D�8ULH�VW\OH�VWRYHSLSH��Lyn ran 
LQ�WKLV�IRUP�XQWLO�WKH�UDLOZD\�SDVVHG�LQWR�6RXWKHUQ�
5DLOZD\�RZQHUVKLS�DW�*URXSLQJ�LQ�������7KH�65�
ƓWWHG�EUDVV�FDEVLGH�QXPEHU�SODWHV�DQG�PRYHG�WKH�
QDPHSODWHV�WR�WKH�WDQN�VLGHV��,Q�JRLQJ�WR�(DVWOHLJK�
RQ�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ��Lyn�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�ORFRPRWLYH�WR�
OHDYH�WKH�/	%�IRU�ZRUNV�DWWHQWLRQ�
,Q������Lyn�UHFHLYHG�VWDQGDUG�65�ROLYH�JUHHQ�
OLYHU\�ZLWK�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�OHWWHULQJ�DQG�(����RQ�WKH�
WDQN�VLGHV��WKH�QDPHSODWHV�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�FDE�VLGHV��
$bODVWbPRGLƓFDWLRQ��LQ�������ZDV�WKH�ƓWWLQJ�RI�VWHDP�
KHDWLQJ�LQ�D�ELG�WR�PDNH�WKH�UDLOZD\�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH�
GXULQJ�WKH�RII�VHDVRQ��

$OZD\V�FRQVLGHUHG�PRUH�WURXEOH�DQG�PXFK�OHVV�
SRZHUIXO�WKDQ�WKH������7V��Lyn�ZDV�PXFK�XVHG�IRU�
GRXEOH�KHDGLQJ�DQG�RQ�WKH�OLJKWHU�WUDLQV�UXQQLQJ�
RXWVLGHbRI�WKH�VXPPHU�VHDVRQ��

$�%��0DF/HRG��ZKR�ZDV�ORFRPRWLYH�UXQQLQJ�
VXSHULQWHQGHQW�DW�(DVWOHLJK�GXULQJ�WKH�ƓQDO�\HDUV�RI�
WKH�/\QWRQ�	�%DUQVWDSOH��WROG�PH�WKDW�KH�UHJUHWWHG�
QRWbKDYLQJ�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�ƓUH�Lyn��+H�IHOW�LW�PLJKW�
KDYH�EHHQ�DQ�HDVLHU�MRE�WKDQ�ƓULQJ�WKH������7V��RQ�
ZKLFKbWKH�ƓUHKROH�ZDV�VPDOO�DQG�WRR�FORVH�WR�WKH�ŴRRU�
IRUbD�WDOO�ƓUHPDQ��

$IWHU�WKH�FORVXUH�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������Lyn was sold 
IRUbe���DW�WKH�DXFWLRQ��WR�&DVKPRUHV��DQG�ZDV�EURNHQ�
XSbRQ�VLWH�DW�3LOWRQ��+HU�ZRRGHQ�FDE�ZDV�VROG�WR�RQH�
RI�WKH�GULYHUV�DV�D�JDUGHQ�VKHG��,Q�������DbJURXS�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�/\QWRQ�	�%DUQVWDSOH�5DLOZD\�
$VVRFLDWLRQbFRPSOHWHG�D�UHSOLFD�RI�Lyn��EXLOW�E\�
$ODQ�.HHI��ZKLFK�QRZ�RSHUDWHV�RXW�RI�WKH�UDLOZD\ōV�
SUHVHUYDWLRQ�EDVH�DW�:RRG\�%D\�VWDWLRQ�

)DFWƓOH��Lyn

4

1: Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn in L&B ‘holly’ green outside Pilton shed with the 1907 Avonside 

boiler and original chimney. The dark green tank sides have been ‘worked’ with 

polish in a fish-tail pattern. To date, no model manufacturer has attempted to 

replicate that. CJL COLLECTION

2: Lyn double-heads 2-6-2T Taw on a heavy summer season Down train waiting to 

depart Barnstaple Town for Lynton on August 5 1933. F.E. BOX/CJL COLLECTION

3: In the livery of our sample model, Lyn in full cry between Chelfham and Bratton 

Fleming with a Down train formed of two coaches and a bogie van.  

CJL COLLECTION

4: Lyn pilots one of the Manning Wardles on a van and five coaches, 

climbing from Snapper halt towards Chelfham on August 20 1935.  

A.B. MACLEOD/CJL COLLECTION

3

2

1
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System 
builder

+

+

PECO L&B COACHES 
Various vehicle types are 

offered, in L&B and SR liveries. 

Price:be������Availability: 
Peco stockists

PECO L&B WAGONS 
Using a common twin-axle 

chassis, these opens and vans 

are ideal. Price:be������HDFK�

Availability: Peco stockists

BRATTON FLEMING 
STATION BUILDING KIT
Look out for more about this 

great kit in Model Rail soon! 

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

)DE��1RZ�,bQHHG�WR�EXLOG�

DQ�/	%�OD\RXW�

PROS 
O�6LON\�VPRRWK�UXQQLQJ�

O�9LUWXDOO\�VLOHQW�

PHFKDQLVP�

O�$FFXUDWH�VKDSH�

O�9HU\�ƓQH�GHWDLOV�

O�7RS�QRWFK�ƓQLVK�

CONS
O�1RW�HDV\�WR�JHW�LQVLGH�

LIb\RX�QHHG�WR�

3
5

m
m

94mm

2
9

m
m

HELJAN BALDWIN 2-4-2T E762 LYN SR GREEN (1929-32)

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

/HQJWK�RYHU�EXIIHUEHDPV� ��IWb�LQ� ��PP� ��PP

+HLJKW� �IWb��LQ� ��PP� ��PP

:LGWK� �IWb�LQ� ����PP� ��PP

:KHHO�GLDPHWHU��GULYLQJ�� �IWb�LQ� ��PP� ��PP

&RXSOHG�ZKHHOEDVH� �IW� ��PP� ��PP

:KHHO�EDFN�WR�EDFN� � � ���PP 

 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: 6HH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

Where to oil: 6HH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Heljan

Ref. No. ����

Unit No. (���

Scale/gauge: �PP��IW�Ō22�ō

Body: 3ODVWLF

Chassis: 0HWDO�SODVWLF

Weight: ��J�����R]�

Min. curve radius: ��LQ�����PP�

MECHANISM

Drive system: :RUP�DQG�JHDUV�WR�

ERWK�FRXSOHG�D[OHV

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: ��9�'&�WZR�UDLO

Motor type: Coreless

Lights: +HDGODPS��

DCC ready: 6L[�SLQ

CURRENT CONSUMPTION

Max. speed: N/A   Stalled: N/A

Flywheel(s): �
Traction tyres: No

tag. You would pay a similar 

amount for a very modest piece 

of jewellery without a fraction 

as much work in its production. 

It has prompted me to get my 

Manning Wardles and Peco 

rolling stock out of their 

boxes and to contemplate a new 

‘OO9’ layout. (CJL)

2
9

m
m
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O
ver the years, the 

N Gauge Society (NGS) 

has produced various 

rolling stock kits, which 

have been made available 

exclusively to its members. To 

mark the society’s half-century, a 

RTR locomotive is being offered 

for the first time in the form of a 

handsome Hunslet 0-6-0 

industrial diesel shunter.

Produced initially for the 

National Coal Board, this versatile 

locomotive design eventually 

went into use across a range of 

industries, with many still at work 

today, commercially and in 

preservation. This tidy little model 

offers modellers what is surely the 

first totally authentic UK-outline 

RTR industrial diesel shunter in 

2mm scale and will provide an 

attractive focal point for an 

industrial complex or siding. 

A wide range of livery options 

industrial or dockland settings.

A coreless motor is coupled 

with a ‘stay alive’ capacitor to 

promote smooth running over 

points and baseboard joints on 

analogue or digital control. 

has been catered for, including 

various NCB schemes, Esso red, BP 

white or green, CEGB orange, Port 

of Workington blue/yellow, 

Lafarge green/white, Caledonian 

Paper blue and the vibrant house 

colours of Harry Needle Railroad 

Company. There are two different 

chassis versions on offer, 

portraying either a 50T or 55T 

locomotive, with other detail 

variations observed, including 

handrail patterns, footplate 

equipment and exhauster styles.

Received for review is a pair of 

the 55T versions, in British Steel 

yellow and NCB Midland area 

maroon. In terms of specification, 

the models are impressive. All 

come with a factory-fitted DCC 

decoder, which is a boon for 

locomotives of this size and 

removes the need to undertake 

fiddly installation work. The 

decoders have been designed to 

provide optimum performance in 

either analogue or digital mode, 

while the short wheelbase allows 

the models to cope with first 

radius curvature. Indeed, these are 

ideal for operation in cramped 

X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL N Gauge Society Hunslet 0-6-0DH industrial shunter  X PRICE £82.00  X AVAILABILITY N Gauge Society Web www.ngaugesociety.org

NEM couplers

Working 
headlights

N Gauge Society 

Hunslet 0-6-0DH
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Flashing rooftop beacon on 

British Steel yellow version.

(WFKHG�KDQGUDLOV�DGG�ƓQHVVH�

and are resilient to handling.

6XSHUE�JOD]LQJ�DQG�ƓQHO\�

rendered wipers.

1

2

3

The lighting is impressive, with 

the tiny lenses in the bonnet nose 

ends illuminated according to 

direction of traffic (no tail lights are 

employed) and the flashing amber 

rooftop beacon looks great. The 

flashing is very subtle and the LED 

lens is tiny, but it adds an extra 

degree of ‘play’ factor to the British 

Steel yellow sample.

Removal of the lower chassis 

cover reveals the nylon gears 

and inside axle bearings. The 

model employs a split chassis, 

optimising power collection 

direct through the wheels and 

axles, so there are no unsightly 

copper wiper pickups. The 

coupling rods are refined, as 

things 
we like
3

Directional lighting is also 

installed, along with flashing 

amber roof beacons on some 

versions (including the yellow 

British Steel version seen here). 

Due to the delicate nature of the 

motor and circuitry, the instruc-

tions recommend the use of 

‘modern’ DC controllers, prefera-

bly featuring a smoothed output 

and without feedback. High 

frequency track cleaners should 

also be avoided.

As I lack a DCC ‘N’ gauge setup, 

these models were tested on DC 

only and they performed 

brilliantly, especially after the 

prescribed running-in period. The 

model only begins to move once a 

certain amount of power has been 

applied, as the sophisticated 

circuitry demands at least 4V 

before the motor is actuated. 

Furthermore, the model is geared 

to prioritise slower speeds, which 

suits the prototype’s maximum of 

15mph. Even with the controller 

flat out, the model trundles along 

at a modest speed. Movement 

proved to be smooth and 

sure-footed, with ample pulling 

and pushing power for a shunting 

locomotive of this size.

 The cab glazing 

LVbVXSHUE��ZLWK�

DQbLPSUHVVLYH�OHYHO�

RIbFODULW\�DQG�ƓQHVVH�



Reviews

94 Model Rail 291 September 2021

Hunslet designed and built 
a number of 0-6-0 diesel 
hydraulic locomotives for the 
National Coal Board in the 
1960s. Proving to be reliable 
and capable, further orders 
followed from a range of 
industrial customers, in the 
UK and abroad. As well as 
those employed at collieries 
and coal concentration sites, 
examples could also be found 
DWbVWHHOZRUNV��RLO�UHƓQHULHV��
paper mills, power stations, 
ports, plus a range of other 
industrial installations. 
Equipped with various engine types, 

WKH�ƓQDO�H[DPSOH�ZDV�EXLOW�DW�+XQVOHWōV�
/HHGV�ZRUNV�LQ�������GHVWLQHG�IRU�WKH�
Caledonian Paper Mill in Irvine. Around 
���DUH�VWLOO�DW�ZRUN�IRU�LQGXVWULDO�XVHUV��
while around a dozen are in private 
KDQGV�RU�RIƓFLDOO\�SUHVHUYHG��

1

)DFWƓOH��+XQVOHW������'+

2

System 
builder

+

+

0,1(5$/�:$*216�
BR 16T MINERALS The 

humble 16T steel-bodied 

wagon remained a key asset 

IRU�%5ōV�FRDO�WUDIƓF�LQWR�WKH�

1970s, serving collieries, 

steelworks and myriad other 

industrial premises. Farish’s 

Ō1ōbJDXJH�PRGHO�LV�DYDLODEOH�

in un-braked and vacuum-

ƓWWHG�IRUP��

Price: £17.95

Availability: 

%DFKPDQQbVWRFNLVWV

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

0*5�+233(56�
HAA/HFA The shift to merry-go-

URXQG�RSHUDWLRQV�IRU�FRDO�WUDIƓF�

in the late 1960s/early 1970s 

meant the decline of older 

ZDJRQ�ŴHHWV��%RWK�)DULVK�DQG�

Peco offer suitable HAA-type 

hoppers, although the former 

model is more impressive.

Price: £15.95 

Availability: 

%DFKPDQQbVWRFNLVWV

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

67((/�&$55,(56
The BR BDA/YAA bogie bolster 

ŴDW�ZDJRQ�KDV�EHHQ�D�VWDSOH�

RI�VWHHO�WUDIƓF�VLQFH�WKH�����V�

and examples would be a 

perfect match for the British 

Steel versions of the NGS 

Hunslet 0-6-0DH.

Price: from £31.95

Availability: 

%DFKPDQQbVWRFNLVWV

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

1�*DXJH�6RFLHW\�+XQVOHW������'+�Ŋ�LQbGHWDLO

1:  A veteran of the NCB’s Fristol Colliery, Hunslet 

No. 7276 was built in 1972 with a 388hp Cummins 

diesel power unit. 

2: Hunslet No. 6614 (NCB No. 503) was formerly 

employed in the Coal Board’s Northumberland and 

Durham division, but is seen while in store at Long 

Marston in 2010. BOTH: HUGH LLEWELYN
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Superb.

PROS 
O Overall looks.

O Smooth performance.

O�([FHOOHQW�ƓQLVK�

O Useful 

SRVW�����V�bSURWRW\SH�

CONS
O�/DFN�RI�FDE�LQWHULRU�GHWDLO�

2
4

m
m

59.5mm

17
.2

m
m

N GAUGE SOCIETY HUNSLET 0-6-0DH

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length N/A N/A 59.5mm

Height N/A N/A 24mm

Width N/A N/A 17.2mm

Wheel diameter N/A N/A 7.5mm

Wheel base N/A N/A 9.5mm + 9.5mm 

b6(59,&,1*

How to dismantle: Screws under chassis provide access to gears.

Where to oil: Axles, crankpins and gears.

29(59,(:

Manufacturer: Revolution Trains

Ref. No. NGSR0592, NGSR0598

Unit No. N/A
Scale/gauge: ‘N’

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 30g

Min. curve radius: First radius 

(228mm)

Wheel back-to-back: 7.35mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Motor drives centre axle 

via nylon gears 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Coreless

Lights: 'LUHFWLRQDO�DQG�ŴDVKLQJbEHD-

con

DCC ready: Yes, decoder pre-installed

Flywheel(s): No

Traction tyres: No

are the spoked wheels and 

balance weights.

LOOKS
The miniature Hunslets recreate 

the look of the real thing perfectly, 

with the deceptively stylish cab 

and bonnet profiles captured 

accurately. The bonnet doors 

feature strap hinge and bolt relief, 

and the handrails are rendered in 

etched metal, giving them a 

refined air. The cab glazing is 

superb, with an impressive level of 

clarity and finesse, although there 

is no interior detail within. The 

inclusion of twin-arm wipers at 

one end and single-arm wipers at 

the other shows impressive 

attention to detail. Each livery has 

been applied virtually flawlessly 

and the Hunslet branding and 

other logos are crisply rendered.

Two different types of buffers 

are employed on these samples, 

with the NCB maroon version 

featuring plain shanks and large 

round heads, whereas the yellow 

Hunslet sports a set of ribbed 

buffer shanks and oval heads. 

Standard Rapido style couplers sit 

in NEM sockets and a small bag of 

detail parts is provided, consisting 

of dummy screw link couplings, 

brake hoses and a pair of blanking 

plates (to be used if removing the 

Rapido couplers), complete with 

‘wasp’ stripe elements to match 

the rest of the valances. A set of 

wire sanding pipes is installed and 

both they and the brake shoes 

align perfectly with the wheels.

As a celebration of 50 years of 

the N Gauge Society, these lovely 

models are a shining example of 

how far 2mm scale RTR products 

have come. Featuring state-of-the-

art electrics and excellent build 

quality, they offer incredible value. 

If you’re not already a part of the 

NGS, then now’s the perfect time 

to join, as the Hunslets are only 

available to members. (GD)
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D
eveloped by wagon 

leasing firm VTG in 

2012, the FWA 

intermodal wagon 

addressed a lack of vehicles to 

accept single 40ft ‘boxes’, which 

have become the most 

numerous size of shipping 

container in recent years. 

Existing wagons with 60ft decks 

are often part-loaded, which 

increases drag and reduces 

efficiency. Produced in twin and 

triple-wagon sets, over 300 FWA 

vehicles are now in operation 

with GBRf, Freightliner and DB, 

for 40ft and 20ft containers 

offered by Revolution Trains 

and C-Rail Intermodal (the centre 

car of the triple set is designed to 

accommodate 2x 20ft or 1x 40ft 

containers). Additionally, 

cosmetic spigots are supplied as 

separate fittings to improve the 

wagons’ appearance when 

running empty. Containers from 

other manufacturers can also 

be carried, although they’ll 

require some minor 

modifications to fit securely.

The inner couplings are 

interesting, consisting of what 

Revolution Trains 
FWA ‘Ecofret’ 
Intermodal Wagons

operating from ports and 

container terminals nationwide. 

Revolution’s ‘N’ gauge 

renditions are impressive, 

capturing the essence of these 

spine-type wagons well. The 

chassis mainframe is formed 

mostly from die-cast metal which 

provides a suitable degree of 

mass. At around 6g per wagon 

(unloaded), they have proved to 

be reliable runners under test 

conditions. The only issue has 

been a couple of stiff axles which 

were resolved by gently open-

ing-out the plastic bogie frames.

The outer ends are equipped 

with pivoting close-coupling NEM 

sockets and the supplied 

instructions state that the 

wagons can cope with first radius 

curves. This was put to the test 

and found to be true. The gap 

between the buffers is minimal 

when coupled up on straight 

track, but there’s just enough 

‘give’ to avoid buffer lock and 

derailments on curves. 

Locating holes are provided 

X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL Revolution Trains FWA ‘Ecofret’ twin and triple sets  X PRICE £95.00 (twin set), £127.50 (triple set) 

X AVAILABILITY Revolution Trains and stockists Web www.revolutiontrains.com

 The gap between the buffers 

LVbPLQLPDO�ZKHQ�FRXSOHG�XS�RQ�

VWUDLJKW�WUDFN��EXW�WKHUHōV�MXVW�

HQRXJK�ŌJLYHō�WR�DYRLG�EXIIHU�ORFN�

DQG�GHUDLOPHQWV�RQ�FXUYHV�
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent.

PROS 
O�([FHOOHQW�OHYHO�RI�GHWDLO�DQG�ƓQLVK�

O Important modern prototype.

O�6PRRWK�UXQQLQJ�

CONS
O�$bIHZ�VWLII�D[OHV�RQ�RXU�VDPSOHV�

looks like a long, thin plastic 

spanner. The C-shaped ends clip 

onto recessed vertical bars in the 

headstocks, providing a secure 

pivoting union. My initial doubts 

about this being a fiddly task 

were immediately dispelled, as 

they’re easy enough to operate. 

Spare coupling bars are provided, 

which is just as well as they look 

like prime candidates for 

disappearing into the carpet!

The bogie frames are finely 

rendered, with axleboxes, springs 

and dampers crisply moulded. 

Air reservoir tanks, pipes and 

valves are mounted to the 

chassis frames and there’s a 

wealth of tiny, printed legends, 

logos and numbers, all of which 

are legible under a magnifier. 

These are a great new 

addition to the range of 

contemporary freight stock 

currently available in 2mm scale. 

While pre-ordered FWAs have 

been on their way out to 

customers, there’s still a chance 

to obtain the remaining stock via 

Revolution Trains’ various 

stockists. See the website for 

more details. (GD)
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K
ato’s Pocketline 

range of ‘N’ gauge 

models are designed 

to be pocket (or 

wallet) friendly, offering a 

modest level of detail 

specification for a competitive 

price. The latest manifestation of 

this approach is this handsome 

little four-wheel electric 

locomotive for the UK market.

Produced by Kato for the 

Gaugemaster Collection, the 

model is described as an 

‘ES1’-style locomotive, although 

its likeness to one of the LNER’s 

various overhead electrics is 

minimal, to say the least. Indeed, 

this diminutive model has been 

turned out in various guises 

in recent years, including 

Union Pacific!

Its overseas origin is 

confirmed by a lack of 

buffers, 

although a 

set of red 

self-ad-

hesive 

 The quality of the 

tooling is impressive, 

even if it does have a 

budget-friendly 

nature 

bufferbeam overlays are provided 

for the user to cut out and stick in 

place. The fact that this is an 

‘impression’ of a prototype is 

made clear by Kato and Gauge-

master, and the BR black livery is 

very well executed. The quality of 

the ‘lion-on-wheel’ logos are a 

particular highlight, as are the 

painted headlamp lenses, which 

are very convincing.

The quality of the tooling is 

impressive, even if it does have a 

budget-friendly nature. The 

crisply moulded chassis detail 

and ventilation louvres on the 

bonnet sides are well done. 

The cab windows are unglazed 

and there’s no interior to speak of, 

but the sprung metal pan-

tograph is excellent.

Mechanically, the 

motor drives both 

axles and 

performance is 

smooth 

with 

ample 

haulage capacity for what is 

essentially a shunting 

locomotive. At just under £50, it’s 

a real bargain and is perfect not 

only for beginners in ‘N’ gauge, 

but also offers endless potential 

for industrial conversions and 

detailing projects and the chassis 

is bound to be useful for ‘OO9’ 

modellers. (GD)

Kato 4w electric  
 locomotive
X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL Kato GM2260201 ES1-style electric locomotive (Gaugemaster Collection)  X PRICE £49.95  X AVAILABILITY Gaugemaster Web www.gaugemaster.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Wallet-friendly with 

JUHDWbSRWHQWLDO�

PROS 
O�([FHOOHQW�SHUIRUPDQFH�

DQG�EXLOG�TXDOLW\�

O�)LQLVK�

O�*UHDW�YDOXH�

CONS
O�1RW�D�8.�SURWRW\SH�

O�/DFN�RI�JOD]LQJ�

O�1R�EXIIHUV��

DIMENSIONS MODEL 

Length 54mm

Width 18mm

Height (pantograph down) 24mm

Wheelbase 28mm

Wheel diameter 7mm

KATO 4w ELECTRIC LOCO

Reviews



Beautiful Bockholt
We hold ten train sales every year offering everything from N Gauge to 5 inch 

Gauge. This year Trains Galore already includes the first part of probably the finest 

collection of modern Gauge I to come to auction: notably many gorgeous 

locomotives by Bockholt and rakes and rakes of superb  coaches by J & M in many 

liveries. We are still taking in lots for this auction and also are pleased to visit, as we 

travel widely around the country. Our auctions continue very successfully online only, 

with a rota for collection and our own reasonably-priced in-house packing service. 

Please contact: Dominic Foster, Bob Leggett or Graham Bilbe

on + 44 (0)1635 580595  or mail@specialauctionservices.com

Special Auction Services,

Plenty Close, Off Hambridge Road, Newbury RG14 5RL

Trains Galore
14 December 
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL   

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

OUT 

NOW

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05����&��1R�b����
�X05����'��1R�b����
�X05����(��1R�b����
�X05����)��1R�b����
�X05����*��1R������
�X05����$��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05������1R�b���� 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
GWR GREEN
�X05������*:5�JUHHQ�1R�b����

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
�X05����$��%5�EODFN�HDUO\� 

HPEOHP�SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05����%��%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�
SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05������%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

ZHDWKHUHG��1R�b����
 
NCB GREEN
�X05����$��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����
�X05����%��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����

 
PRESERVED GREEN
�X05����$��*UHHQ�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP��
1R�b�����
�X05����%��*UHHQ�Ō'DUW�9DOOH\ō�

OHWWHULQJ��1R�b����

ORDER
YOURS 

TODAY!
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

 OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 1R�b������/1(5�

SRVW�ZDU�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

EIGHT TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 1R�b�������

%5bHDUO\bHPEOHP

MR-206 1R�b������/1(5�

ZDUWLPH�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

Specification list

MR-210 1R�b������

/1(5bOLQHGbOLYHU\

MR-202 1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��IXOO�VNLUWV

MR-208 1R�b������/1(5�

OLQHG�OLYHU\��QRbVNLUWV

MR-209 1R�b������/1(5�

XQOLQHG�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

MR-204 

1R�b�������%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�

OHWWHULQJ��QR�VNLUWV

Poseable side 

and end 

windows

Heavy 

die-cast 

chassis

Sprung 

buffers

Open or 

closed end 

doors

Full interior 

detail

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 1R�b�������

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�OHWWHULQJ��

IXOObVNLUWV

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

Version without 

side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

1R�b�������LQ�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ

MR-111 

Ō86$ō������7�1R�bV���

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�XQOLQHG�EODFN��

Ō6XQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJō

MR-111 and MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 1R�b'6����Maunsell��

%5b'HSDUWPHQWDO�JUHHQ

MR-101 1R�b������86$7&�EODFN

MR-108 1R�b����.HLJKOH\�	�:RUWK�

9DOOH\�5DLOZD\�RFKUH

MR-107 1R�b����1DWLRQDOb&RDO�

%RDUGbEODFN

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC-ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

2XU�Ō86$ō������7V�DUH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WRbVHOO�RXW�
Ŋ�RUGHU�\RXUV�WRGD\��

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)
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 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

MODEL RAIL 
EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS

BRITAIN’S MODEL 
TRAINS 2021
A unique guide to 1,235 
British and Irish-outline, 
ready-to-run locomotives, 
coaches and wagons. 
O Fully updated for 2021
O ‘N’, ‘OO’, ‘O’ & ‘009’ gauges

GREAT BRITISH MODEL 
RAILWAYS 2021

Celebrate the skill, imagination 
and craftsmanship of 

Britain’s best railway 
modellers with this 

superb 132-page 
publication.

£7.99

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

O Order book for these new models not yet open. 

Keep an eye out in Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

BACHMANN CLASS 66/032-725WDS: 
66062, EURO CARGO RAIL LIVERY, 

SOUND-FITTED

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW

LOWER

PRICE!

OUT 
NOW!

JUST 
OUT!



Next Issue

the charm
Now with a dedicated railway room, 
Peter Burnage is building the third 
version of his London-based 
‘Latchmere’.
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CLASSIFIED INDEX

No space?
No problem
Dioramas allow you 
to try out new scenic 
techniques and express 
your creative instincts 
within a limited 
VSDFHbDQG�EXGJHW�� 
We show you how!

NEVER  MISS AN  ISSUE!Turn to page 24 for details of our great  subscription 
offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 
01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 
to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 
number below to 

speak to our 
advertising team.

ON SALE 

SEP
30



SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL L ISTINGS

INCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS & GREAT DEALS!!

www.railsofsheffield.com

PRICING POLICY FOR IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE ITEMS: The price advertised on Rails of Sheffield website will be the price charged at the time of the 
order being processed. This excludes errors in pricing (E & OE) in the event of an error with a price you will be contacted prior to the order being processed 
and given the option to accept the correct price or cancel the order.

PLEASE NOTE: All items currently in stock are despatched immediately. Forthcoming releases will be despatched immediately upon release. If your order 
contains both current items and forthcoming releases then these will be despatched separately and subject to separate delivery charges. 

SHIPPING COSTS:  ROYAL MAIL 48 HOUR TRACKED £4.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 2 days of dispatch 
including Saturdays (this is not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

ROYAL MAIL 24 HOUR TRACKED £5.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 1 day of dispatch including Saturdays (this is 
not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

SPECIAL DELIVERY £8.50: Guaranteed delivery by 1pm the next day Monday to Saturday. With full track and trace 
system, your parcel is delivered speedily and securely (orders must be placed by 2pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

PARCEL FORCE COURIER SERVICE £7.50: Next day delivery for much of the UK, including Saturdays. Full track and 
trace system. Used for parcels over 1.8kg without packing or if you would like a speedy secure delivery of your parcel. 
This excludes the following post codes BT, JE, GY, IM, KW, IV, PA and PO30- 44, KA27-28, PH17-26, PH49-50 and ZE. 
The cost for these postcodes is £12.00 and will be delivered within two to three working days (orders must be placed 
by 3pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

WORLDWIDE POSTAGE: For all orders outside the UK, postage will be charged at cost, based on the weight and size 
of the parcel.

RAILS TV & 
SOCIAL MEDIA...

Like us on: railsofsheffield    railsofsheffield    railssheffield    railsofsheffield

2 STORES, 100’S OF ITEMS ADDED DAILY

RAILS-SHEFFIELD RAILS-VAULT

railsofsheffield.com

1970 2020

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

NEW POINT
MOTORS

CONNECT WITH THE 
NEXT GENERATION
OF DCC DECODERS

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE VERSIONS DETAILS & STOCK

GREAT
PRICES

IN
STOCK

NOW!

RPM-SM.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £8.95

RPM-SM.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £39.95

RPM-SMD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £19.95

RPM-SMD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £54.95

RPM-UB.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £6.95

RPM-UB.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £32.50

RPM-UBD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £17.95

RPM-UBD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £49.95

RCC-CDU.1 RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWER CDU CAPACITOR DISCHARGE UNIT £14.95

ROS-6D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-8D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-218 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-N18 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-8HP RAILS CONNECT DECODER, HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-6D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-8D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-218_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-N18_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-8HP_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

RRR-OG.4  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 4 AXLE £84.95

RRR-OG.6  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 6 AXLE £129.95

PREMIUM EDITION 
O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD

CAVALEX ANNOUNCE

CLASS 56
13 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £30 Deposit
PRICES TBC - see website for details

Class 56023 Coal Sector

Class 56018 EWS Livery

Class 56008 BR Blue Livery

Class 56097 Metals Sector

Class 56070 BR Blue Livery

Class 56055 Loadhaul Livery

Class 56120 BR Blue Large Logo

Class 56046 Construction Sector

Class 56019 Railfreight Red Stripe

Class 56077 Original Railfreight Livery

Class 56074 "Kellingley Colliery" Coal Sector

Class 56049 "Robin of Templecombe" Colas Rail

Class 56093 Tinsley Celebrity BR Blue Large Logo







See the website for full details:      

EXCLUSIVE S 
OO & N GAUGE MODELS

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

(GCR CLASS 9N) 4-6-2 TANK

ROBINSON A5
8 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £149.95 
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

NEW!

2&3 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!
ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

PRECEDENT
LNWR IMPROVED CLASS 2-4-0

2-6-2 'DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY'

CLASS V2

ENGLISH ELECTRIC GT3
4-6-0 GAS TURBINE LOCOMOTIVE

BR 10100 'THE FELL'
BR BLACK EARLY CREST

PRE-ORDER NOW!  

ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

NEW!

CONSETT IRON 
ORE WAGONS

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
FROM ONLY 
£10 DEPOSIT

SEE WEBSITE

NEW!SET OF 
THREE

–
RANGE
OF SIX 
PACKS

BR 21T MDV/PMV
IN MC METALS LIVERY 

ONLY 
£74.95

PRE-
ORDER 
NOW!  

TRIPLE 
PACK

HYA DRS HOPPER
IN DIRECT RAIL SERVICES LIVERY 

TWIN 
PACK

BOGIE STEEL WAGONS

BBA/BLA
19

VERSIONS
AVAILABLE

NEW!KERR 0-6-0T LOCOMOTIVE

STUART “VICTORY”
5 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £130.00 
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

DUE
Q1 2022

DUE
Q4 2021

DUE SOON!

DUE SOON!



      railsofsheffield.com/exclusive
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 COLLECTION
OO & N GAUGE MODELS
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SEE 
WEBSITE 
for more 

EXCLUSIVES
& details!

N GAUGE

N GAUGE

CLASS 59 59003 - EXCLUSIVE
ORIGINAL GBRF “EUROPORTE” & REVISED GBRF

PRE-
ORDER 
NOW!  
£159.95

CLASS 59 206
'JOHN F YEOMAN' G&W 

FREIGHTLINER LOCOMOTIVE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £159.95  NO DEPOSIT

N GAUGE NEW!

CLASS J50 0-6-0 TANK
8 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £109.95 
Secure yours for ONLY £20 DEPOSIT

N GAUGENEW!

56xx (GWR/BR9W) 0-6-2

12 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

IN STOCK NOW!  £109.95

DRAX POWER IIA-D BIOMASS HOPPERS

TWIN PACKS - RANGE OF SIX PACKS AVAILABLE
PRE-ORDER NOW!  £79.95

PGA WAGON
6 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £89.95

TRIPLE 
PACK

N GAUGENEW! DUE
Q4 2021

DUE
Q2 2022

SELLING
FAST!
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WANTED

ellisclarktrains.com

01756 701451
ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

LOOKING TO SELL

YOUR COLLECTION?

We highly value your models
� Full/part collections purchased

� No need for a list - we travel and view/collect

� Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana

� All gauges and ages, including continental & US

� Upfront payment by cash, bank transfer or cheque

� Vast experience in purchasing large collections

� Friendly and professional service

� Specialised interest in 7mm O gauge

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT ELLIS OR ALBERT

VISIT

OO,

our NEW SITE

clarkrailworks.com

for

N etc

HO

Ellis Clark Trains
Unit 2 Toller Court
Shortbank Road
Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com





Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,
Coaches, Wagons, etc. 

Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of
Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 
WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 
or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk



NEW
MODEL 
SHOP IN 

HENSALL, 
YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005
Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Visit us on

FACEBOOK

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk

Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

GOOD QUALITY

PRE-OWNED MODEL 

RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS

WANTED
Sell us your secondhand model
railways in all gauges including,

N Gauge, OO Gauge and O Gauge.

Have you got a Model Railway to sell?
We buy Pre-owned
Model Railways and 
Model Trains. We are 

always looking for Model 
Railways in all gauges.
Here are some examples of the

brands we have purchased:
 Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, 
Dapol, Heljan, Mainline, Oxford Rail.
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ADM Turntables ‘Indexing Drive System’ for N for OO gauge layouts**...
•  a stand alone system with no need for  

a computer
• suitable for DCC or Analogue layouts
• based on a commercially available turntable
•    uniquely the bridge is live through 360°,  

preventing breaks in sound equipped locos  
while turning

•  quiet, smooth running, powered by a stepper  
motor with up to 100 programmable indexing positions

• driven by a ‘toothed’ belt
• comes as a fully assembled and tested unit
• easy to install, programme and operate

making it the ultimate ‘indexing’ turntable solution

** drive system also available to O gauge

T: 01933 411127 (evenings) Q M: 07770 977867

ADM TURNTABLES
indexing drive system manufacturers “It’s the ideal scale,

so why didn’t it
catch on?”
It did.
“It’s the ideal scale” is the comment people quite often say when looking
at a 3mm scale layout for the very first time. It’s smaller than 00 so you
can get much more layout in a similar sized area and it’s larger than N
which is sometimes too small to get any real detail, so 3mm really is the
‘Ideal Scale’.
      The scale (3mm to 1ft) has remained popular since the 3mm Society
began in 1965 during the failing popularity of Triang TT, providing
support and modelling supplies for its members ever since. So you see,
there’s every reason to become a member of the Society right now. The
ideal scale can be closer than you think!

• Vast stock of parts, kits, track & wheels
• Large stock of used items for sale
• Annual modelling competitions

• Local group meetings
• Free quarterly magazine
• Unequalled technical support

www.3mmsociety.org.ukTHE 3mm SOCIETY

 Full details on becoming a member of the Society are on our website or contact
the Membership Secretary at mike.corp@blueyonder.co.uk or write to:

8 Springwood Drive, Henbury, Bristol BS10 7PU

Contact: 01449 771360
stowrailclub.org.uk

STOWMARKET RAILWAY CLUB

MODEL RAILWAY 
TOY AND TRAIN FAIR

Needham Market  
Community Centre

School Street, Needham Market,  

Suffolk

Sunday 3rd October 2021
HAS BEEN CANCELLED UNTIL

MARCH 2022

9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 5LF        

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

COMING SOON
NEW RC 

DEPARTMENT 

&

GAMES 

WORKSHOP

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES

Stockists of all major brands

and much more! 
Find us on Ebay: AC Models 2
Amazon: acmodelseastleighGIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE



Model Rail 291 2021124 TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA SMITH ON 01733 366379

Q�Model Railways Q�Plastic Kits Q�Track Q�Tools Q�Modelling Materials

SPOT-ON MODELS
With over 30 years experience, we offer a host of modelling items.

SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK

GREAT PRICES

SECOND HAND & BARGAIN SECTIONS

HORNBY - BACHMANN - DCC CONCEPTS

NOCH - GAUGEMASTER - & MUCH MORE

HAVE A LOOK
WWW.SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK

ONLY £2.75 POST PER SHIPMENT

HORNBY OO

R7338  Maglight for 4/6 Wheeled Coaches .....................................£12.75
R60008 The Beatles Sgt. Pepper's Wagon .........................................£19.25
R60009 The Beatles Help! Wagon ......................................................£19.25
R60010 The Beatles ‘Yellow Submarine’ Wagon ..............................£19.25
R60011 The Beatles ‘Magical Mystery Tour’ Wagon........................£19.25
R30036 Diesel Freight Train Pack ........................................................£62.99
R3852 DVLR, Ruston & Hornsby 48DS, 417892 'Jim' ..................£90.99
R3943 Express Dairy Co. Ltd, Ruston & Hornsby 48DS .............£90.99
R3640  PO, Willans and Robinson, Peckett W4 Class, 

0-4-0ST, 882 'Niclausse' ........................................................£104.99
R3766 NCB, Peckett B2 Class, 0-6-0ST, 1426/1916 ....................£108.99
R3870  NCB, Peckett B2 Class, 0-6-0ST, 1203/1910 

'The Earl' ..................................................................................£113.99
R3765 Bloxham & Whiston Ironstone Co. Ltd, Peckett ............£108.99
R3632  BR, Merchant Navy Class, 4-6-2, 35024 ‘East Asiatic 

Company’ ................................................................................£162.99
R3728 BR, Class 21 'Pug', 0-4-0ST, 51207 ........................................£70.99
R3534 GWR, 6000 'King' Class, 4-6-0, 6023 King Edward II ....£182.99

Whilst stocks last

Tel: 01788 543442 email: tonystrains@outlook.com web: www.tonystrainsofrugby.com

+++ WE’RE BACK WITH AN EVEN BIGGER AND BETTER SHOW! +++

+ More than 30 layouts across the scales + live steam + ten modelling demonstrations
+ family attractions + up to 30 specialist traders + accessible venue

+ excellent catering + Museum entry included in price

COLLECTORS CLUB
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show sponsor show sponsor

HOME TO THE WORLD’S 
LARGEST COLLECTION OF 
HISTORIC BRITISH CARS
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British Motor Museum, Gaydon, Warwicks
30th - 31st October 2021

www.gbmrs.com

PRE-BOOKING ONLY

Adults: £14.50

Concessions: £12.50

Children: £9.00

Family: £40.00

FREE

PARKING!

Gates open

9.30am both days

Open until

5pm Sat, 4pm Sun

Go to www.gbmrs.com for full details and to book your tickets
FEATURING ‘TEAM’ GRANTHAM AND LAYOUTS FROM ‘GREAT MODEL RAILWAY CHALLENGE’ TV SHOW

FREE 

COURTESY 

BUS FROM 

LEAMINGTON SPA 

RAILWAY STATION 

(SAT ONLY)

This year’s show is presented in 
association with the Leamington 

& Warwick Model Railway 
Society

VOTED WINNER OF MODEL RAIL 2017 NATIONAL AWARDS SCENIC ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR

MIKE PETT’S SUPERCAST OO MODEL RAILWAY FIGURES

 HAND PAINTED MODELS 'OO' Gauge £5.50 each

NEW MODELS  £2.50 each unpainted

Fireman 
with 

removable 
shovel and 
Loco Driver

VIP Passengers
Holmes & 

Watson

Plinth for 3 of our 
historical fi gures 

Brunel, Fred Dibnah 
& Sir Nigel Gresley

NEW
Steam Era 
Policeman

NEW O Gauge Loco 
Crew, Fireman & 

Driver, £10.50 each 
painted, £8.50 each 

unpainted

NEW

Fred Dibnah

NEW Moriaty, 
joins our popular 
Sherlock Holmes

& Dr. Watson 
fi gures

Steam Era 
worker

Metal Platform 
Totem Stand 

£9.99
Totem with 

layout name to 
fi t £6.99

NEW 

Sir Nigel Gresley,
AA man/RAC Man

  

Painted OO Gauge £5.50 each, Unpainted OO Gauge £2.50 each, Painted O Gauge £10.50 each, Unpainted O Gauge £8.50 each
MINIMUM ORDER 2 FIGURES. Post & Packaging: OO Gauge fi gures £3.75 - O Gauge fi gures £4.50 Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

Please make cheques and PO’s payable to: Mike Pett, 12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PP  
01843 593417   Mob: 07976 724225   Email: mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

Michael Portillo and his
NEW Camera man

NEW

Bride/groom and priest
Charles Dickens 

and Robert Stephenson
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Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) ... Full Colour £6.50
N (1/148th) .............. Full Colour £5.50
O (1/43rd) ................ Full Colour £4.50

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

00 ladders ..............................................................................£5.65
Pendant Wall Lamps x 4 ........................................................£6.40
Square Wall Lamps x 4..........................................................£6.40
Octagonal Wall Lamps x 4 .....................................................£6.40
Ornate octagonal Street Lamp ..............................................£5.60
Square street lamps x 4.........................................................£6.40
Square twisted post station Lamps x 4 ..................................£6.40
4 LNWR Station Lamps(Straight Post) ..................................£6.40
4 LNWR Station Lamps(Tapered Post) .................................£6.40
Twisted swan neck pendant Lamps x 4 .................................£6.40
Station canopy hanging lamps x 5.........................................£6.40
Octagonal twisted post station lamp x4 .................................£6.40
Large ‘gibbet’ Loading Crane ..............................................£13.35
8 assorted Sacks ...................................................................£5.10
��:RUNLQJ�¿JXUHV���VHW�� ........................................................£5.85
��:RUNLQJ�¿JXUHV���VHW�� ........................................................£5.85
��:KDUIVLGH�¿JXUHV................................................................£5.85
4 large Oak Barrels................................................................£5.30
6 Aluminium Beer Barrels ......................................................£5.10
��ODUJH�:RRGHQ�3DFNLQJ�&DVHV ............................................£5.45
Lifebelts & stands ..................................................................£5.15
Bath tub, mangle & bucket ....................................................£5.15
Rabbit hutch & coal bunker ...................................................£5.15
6XQGLDO��ELUGEDWK�	���ÀRZHU�XUQV...........................................£4.70
Mower, roller, wheelbarrow & seedtrays ................................£5.15
:DWHU�EXWW�	���WXEV�ZLWK�ÀRZHUV ............................................£5.15
3 assorted Name/sign boards................................................£5.15
8 assorted Milk Churns ..........................................................£4.90

Painted 3 Modern Pillar Boxes .................................... £7.85

Painted Horse Trough.................................................. £6.90

3DLQWHG���[�9LOODJH�:DWHU�3XPSV ................................ £6.40

3DLQWHG�6LQJOH�+HDG�7UDI¿F�/LJKW ................................ £6.95

3DLQWHG�7ZLQ�+HDG�7UDI¿F�/LJKW ................................... 
����

Painted Police Telephone box (resin) ........................ £15.35

3DLQWHG�+XQW�6FHQH���PRXQWHG�ULGHUV....................... £10.80

Painted Hunt Scene 6 Assorted Hounds ..................... £9.60

3DLQWHG�&ULFNHW�*DPH���¿JV ..................................... £36.10

Painted cricket Sight Screen ..................................... £16.45

Painted Cricket Score Board ....................................... £9.35

Painted 6 x Seated Cricket Figs waiting to play ........ £15.15

Painted Morris Dancers ............................................. 
�����

Painted Loco Spotters(3) & 8 Kids ............................ 
�����

Painted Lych Gate ..................................................... £14.15

3DLQWHG�&KXUFK�1RWLFH�%RDUG�	�&UXFL¿[.....................£11.40

Painted War Memorial ................................................£11.40

3DLQWHG�*DUGHQHUV����¿JV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW�................ £13.90

Painted Blacksmith and equipment ........................... £41.80

Painted 4 Soldiers Marching...................................... £10.55

3DLQWHG���2I¿FHU�IRU�$ERYH.......................................... £3.00

3DLQWHG���0RXQWHG�2I¿FHU ........................................... £5.95

Painted 6 Sitting Figures ........................................... £15.15

Painted 6 x Standing Figures set 1............................ £15.15

3DLQWHG���6WDQGLQJ�)LJXUHV�VHW�� .............................. £15.15

5 x Gardeners & Equipment ........................... £5.30
Flower pots and tubbs & gardening equip ...... £5.60
7 x Figures in working poses .......................... £5.30
��[�$VV�6WDQGLQJ�6WDWLRQ�¿JXUHV ..................... £5.50
Gantry Hoist.................................................... £5.85
1HZ�*LEEHW�&UDQH��ZDOO�RU�ÀRRU�PRXQWHG� ..... £4.95
Air Compressor and Electricity Generator ...... £7.10
4 pallets & hydraulic pallet truck ..................... £4.70
%HHKLYHV�DQG�EHH�NHHSHUV ............................. £4.95
6 Bulk Building Bags.......................................
����
Band Stand ................................................... £10.55
$LU�&RQGLWLRQLQJ�&DELQHWV����ZDOO����ÀRRU� ...... £3.85
6 Assorted Rock Climbers .............................. £5.30
4 Assorted Highland Cattle ............................. £4.85
6 Assorted Firemen in action poses ............... £5.10
6 Trawlermen/Fisherman Figures ................... £4.85
3 Assorted Donkeys (unharnessed) ............... £4.10
3 Beach Donkeys and Children ...................... £4.85
%HDFK�6HW��¿JXUHV�DQG�HTXLSPHQW� ................ £6.15
8 Guards Marching ......................................... £5.50
*XDUGV�&RORXU�3DUW\��ÀDJV�����¿JV� ................
����
Guards Marching Band................................... £5.95
Cub/Scout Camp Set ...................................... £6.15
6 Assorted Cats .............................................. £3.40
��[�3XE�7DEOH�EHQFK��UHDO�ZRRG� ....................
����

Painted Wild Animals ........................................... £7.85
Painted Assorted Seagulls x 8 ............................. £7.40
Painted Dogs 6 off ............................................... 
����
Painted 6 x Pigs................................................... £6.85
Painted Sheep 8off .............................................. £7.40
Painted Chickens 10 off ....................................... £7.40
Painted Funeral Scene ...................................... £10.45
Painted Wedding Scene .................................... 
�����
Painted Cricket Game ....................................... £30.10
3DLQWHG�&KXUFK�1RWLFH�ERDUG�	�FUXFL¿[ ............... £8.40
Painted Lrg Wooden (Oak) Barrels x 4 ................ £6.85
Painted Flower tubbs and water butt ................... £8.50
3DLQWHG�7HUUDFRWWD�&KLPQH\V����[����W\SHV�� ...... £5.60
Painted Welding Figures & Equipment ................ £9.80
3DLQWHG�5HOD[HG�/RFR�&UHZ�[�� .......................... £4.50
Painted 5 Gardeners and equipment................. 
�����
Painted 9 x Ass Standing Figures platform etc .. 
�����
Painted 4 Pallets and pallet truck ........................ £9.60
3DLQWHG���%HHKLYHV�DQG���EHHNHHSHUV .............. 
�����
Painted 6 Bulk Building Bags sand...................... £7.90
Painted 6 ass Rock Climbers ............................ £13.45
Painted 4off Highland Cattle ................................ £9.05
Painted Fire Fighters 50’s .................................. £13.45
Painted 6 Ass Trawler & Fishermen .................. £13.45
Painted 8 Guards Marching ............................... 
�����

OO 
SCALE 
Telephone box 
£10.20, Market 
Scene £13.75, 
War Memorial 
£6.65. Hundreds 
of other kits 
are in our OO 
catalogue

N 
SCALE
Lighthouse 

£32.95 

Lots more 

in our N 

Catalogue



Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

Produced by 

Open Tuesday - Saturday 10:00-5:00, Sunday 10:30ʹ3:30, closed Monday

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ

OO Gauge

IN STOCK NOW!

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

PFB, Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks
Suitable for late 1990s to present day

£35.00 each

�ŽŵŝŶŐ�ƐŽŽŶ


OO Gauge BBA/BLA Steel Wagons

Available to pre-order now from our website.  

Visit our website for prices & variations.  

OO Gauge HAA/CDA Hoppers
Trains4U Exclusive 
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6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

OUT
NOW

‘16XX’
0-6-0-PT

22 
versions to 
choose from

—x—

—x—

Go to page 102 for 
full details

Order 
yours 

today!

 

Visit our webshop www.eileensemporium.com 

 

(,/((1·6�(0325,80�
0DLO�RUGHU��Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre 

Newent Road, Gloucester, GL2 8DN, ENGLAND 

 

Visitors welcome by appointment only 

dĞů��01531 828009 

sales@eileensemporium.com 

www.eileensemporium.com 

&Žƌ�DĞƚĂů�^ŚĞĞƚ
�^ƚƌŝƉ
�dƵďĞ�ĂŶĚ�^ĞĐƟŽŶƐ�

WƌŽďĂďůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƚĂů�ƐƚƌŝƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�
sĂƐƚ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�tŝƌĞ�ŝŶ��ƌĂƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�EŝĐŬĞů�^ŝůǀĞƌ��

^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�WŚŽƐƉŚŽƌ��ƌŽŶǌĞ�ƉŝĐŬ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌŝƉ���
�ƌĂƐƐ
�EŝĐŬĞů�^ŝůǀĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�WŚŽƐƉŚŽƌ��ƌŽŶǌĞ�^ƚƌŝƉƐ�

dƵďĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ϭ�ϯŵŵ
�^ŚĞĞƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ϭ�ϬϬϮ��ƚŽ�Ϭ�Ϭϲϰ��
DŝůůĞĚ��ƌĂƐƐ��
�>
�d
�h�ĂŶĚ���ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ��

2 

C & L FINESCALE ARE 
SUPPLIERS OF WELL PROVEN 
RANGE OF 4 & 7MM TRACK 

BUILDING MATERIALS WHICH 
INCLUDES OUR EASY BUILD 
POINT KITS WHICH CONTAIN 

ALL OF THE REQUIRED PARTS 
TO BUILD A POINT, FOR 

THE FULL RANGE PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE.

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

Office hours: 10.00 to 13.00 
Monday to Friday

C & L Finescale Track Building 
Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 
12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX

Telephone 01372 748490 
www.clfinescale.co.uk

Easy build point kits available in 
4 and 7mm scales

Ready made common crossings 
in 4mm OO FINE & OO RTR, 
EM, P4 AND 7mm f7 & S7.

All new 7mm O Gauge flexi track

New 4 & 7mm 
individual rail chair 

chair sprues

New OO Flexi track 
based on track panels
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13 Hooper Close, Dunswell, Hull, HU6 9FG
Tel: 0161 883 2022 or 07968 057919

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£32.00

The ACE-3 (DCS2044-3)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

d rd r

£TBA

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 Eight-channel Accessory Decoder.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

rr

errrr

rr

errr  £79.00

£54.00
utst

uts

utst

uts £63.00

ss £60.00

£30.00

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

NEW!!

DAC22 8-channel DCC Acessory Decoder

Drives all types of point motor.

Independent output addresses.

Built-in CDU

Voltage booster for solenoids.

LocoNet interface.

Our popular DCC controller - getting even better!
The ACE is being re-designed, with a larger 7inch

screen and enhanced features.

Continued support for the ACE-2.

Unfortunately, there is a global supply problem with

certain electronic components - delays of a few months

are being experienced. Therefore, the ACE is currently

out of production, but we will keep you informed

regarding progress on the ACE-3.
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WARRINGTON AUCTIONS
551 Europa Boulevard, WA5 7TP

MODEL RAILWAY, TRAINS, BOATS, DIECAST, RADIO CONTROL, DOLLS, 
VINTAGE COMPUTER GAMING, AIRCRAFT AND MORE!

FORTNIGHTLY TOY & MODEL AUCTIONS
July 6th & 20th, August 3rd, 17th & 31st, September 14th & 28th, 

October 12th & 26th, November 9th & 23rd, December 7th

ONLINE BIDDING VIA OUR WEBSITE,  
EASYLIVEAUCTION.COM & THE-SALEROOM.COM

IN-HOUSE POSTAL SERVICE OR 

CLICK & COLLECT!

SELL!   SELL!   SELL!
ACCEPTING SINGLE ITEMS & FULL COLLECTIONS FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS

CONTACT US

E-Mail: enquiries@warringtonauction.co.uk

Telephone: 01925 658833

Website: www.warringtonauction.co.uk

&ŝŐƵƌĞ�ϭ

ϭϬ
ϬϬĂŵ�ʹ ϰ
ϬϬƉŵ

dƵĞƐĚĂǇ��dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ��&ƌŝĚĂǇ�

Θ ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ��ĂƌŶĨŽƌƚŚ ZĂŝůǁĂǇ ^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ

sŝƐŝƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ�ũŽŝŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Wst

ƉĞŶĚůĞǀĂůůĞǇǁŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ ƵŬ

��ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵŽƌĞ
�W>h^

,ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�WĞŶĚůĞ sĂůůĞǇ�tŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ �ƵƐǇ �ŽĚŝĞƐ

ϮϬ�DŝŶƵƚĞƐ�

&Z�� ƉĂƌŬŝŶŐ

Bachmann, Hornby, Dapol, Gaugemaster, 
Metcalfe, Peco, etc.

Gauges N to 0. Modelling tools and materials
Locomotive repair and decoder fi tting service

We supply Blue Foam for scenery 
and baseboards

And can build foam baseboards to order

Tel: 07981 
757023

Monday to 
Friday 10.30 

to 4.30 
Saturday

9.00 to 4.30

Unit 38
Market 
Village

South Parade
Sutton 

Coldfi eld
B72 1QU

West Highland Way - Great Glen Way - Rob Roy Way - St Cuthbert’s Way

Pre-booked Accomodation - Luggage Transfers - Maps & Guidebooks

Tel: +44 (0)131 677 0195   www.walkacrossscotland.co.uk   info@walkacrossscotland.co.uk

Self-Guided
Walking Holidays
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MAC’S 

MODEL 

RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET

KIRRIEMUIR

01575 572397
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MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk

Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN
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OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

BRAND NEW WEBSITE with
back in stock alerts and wishlist.

MAIL ORDER 
& REPAIR 

SPECIALISTS
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CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:
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Tel: 02380 772 681                        www.ronlines.com
342 Shirley Road. Southampton. SO15 3HJ

Open Mon-Sat 11am-4pm

Large stocks of pre-owned railways, a selection of which is on 
our website. 

We stock new Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, PECO, Expo tools, 
Electrical components & much more.

We also purchase your unwanted railways, whether it’s a single item 
or collection, anything considered.

Whether you’re a novice or an expert we are always happy to help!  
So why not visit us today or give us a ring!

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.

Coastal

DCC

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 80 Manor Road, N Lancing,  
West Sussex, BN15 0HD 
�Tel 01903 754850 

 www.morris-models..co.uk  
  info@morrismodels.co.uk 

 
�

 

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport  

 

Easy free 
parking!! 

Please check 
website for 

opening hours 
or call us 

    

 

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS 
 
 

           

    

      

BRITISH RAILWAYS 

           

 

    

 

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc 
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Marketplace
CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379 • gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Bedfordshire

DCC

Kits

Models Wanted

Web BrowserManufacturer

Online Shops

Online Shops

Dealer 
Directory

Books & DVD’s

ClevelandBuckinghamshire

Don’t miss the next issue of MODEL RAIL on sale 30 Sept

Order Online today

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd
9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Closed (appointments only)

Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 3pm

Sunday - Closed

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

Cheshire

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

RAILWAY BOOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������

ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP  HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP
Tel: 01484 518159

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £81.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £112.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £111.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).
Non UK and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO
EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

ISLE OF WIGHT 2-4-0T
ALL METAL KIT £90

LTSR ‘51’ CLASS 4-4-2T
FITS HORNBY

RAILROAD COUNTY £60
www.goldenarrow.me.uk

Quality bowpens & instrument sets in stock
392 HAROLD ROAD, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 5HG 

Tel: 01424 445334  Email: c.meach@tiscali.co.uk

REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc

130 High St, Redcar,
Cleveland, TS10 3DH.

Tel: 01642 494912
(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

3�	�'�0$56+�02'(/6�
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Dealer Directory

Scotland

Isle Of Wight

North Yorkshire

Suff olk

Tyne And Wear

Kent

Kent

Yorkshire

Nottinghamshire

Leicestershire Kent

Staff ordshire

Somerset

TO ADVERTISE 
PLEASE CALL

GEMMA ON
01733 366379

Cumbria & Lake District Essex

Hampshire

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

South Cumbria’s number 
one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

(PDLO��KHDWKHUZLONLQVRQ#EWFRQQHFW�FRP���:HE��MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

MaestroMaestro

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

Model Railway Supplies,
New & Second Hand Bought & Sold
Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178

www.pooleyspuffers.com
email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com
382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 

Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

TUTBURY MODELS
COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft X Piko X Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 
Farish X�Heljan
Peco X Dapol

Metcalfe X�Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.

Millennium Models
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco & Gaugemaster

New and Secondhand Stock
Javis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi & Oxford

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds
LS27 8EB • Tel: 0113 2189 286

www.millenniummodels.co.uk

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways
Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY
Tel: 01349 862346

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,

Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30 - 17.00

10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  

Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

GRAVESEND
MODEL CENTRE
ALL YOUR WARGAMING, 
MODELLING & RAILWAY 
NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF
SHOP OPEN: Mon - Sat 9am till 4.30pm

� Sunday 10am till 4pm

15 The High Street, Gravesend, DA11 0BQ
E: gravesendmodelcentre@gmail.com

Tel: 01474 536531
Find us on Facebook

www.gravesendmodelcentre.co.uk

Building Kits and Scenic Accessories 

www.skytrex.com 

Tel: 01509213789 

Email: sales@skytrex.com 

www.basementmodeltrains.co.uk
Specialists in “OO gauge” by 

Bachmann, Dapol, Hornby, Heljan, Lima 
New & Pre-owned in stock

OO gauge model Railways always wanted
Tel. 07806 814683

Follow us on

15 Ingram Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 1SB

07305 228002
thehobbycornershop@gmail.com

THE HOBBY 
CORNER

A family friendly Aladdin’s cave of all  
things modelling, railway and collectable. 

We offer loco repairs, DCC conversion,  
servicing and layout building.

Monday - Saturday 9.30 - 5 • Sunday 10 - 4  
Closed Wednesdays

WE BUY UNBUILT KITS,  
RAILWAY AND DIECAST
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

When introduced in 1919, Vincent Raven’s 

Class S3 was originally described as a ‘Fast 

Goods’ locomotive by the North Eastern 

Railway. Inspired by a Wilson Worsdell 

concept, the ‘S3’ was re-classified as ‘B16’ by 

the LNER and became one of its most 

successful and popular mixed traffic 

locomotives. Indeed, the class continued into 

British Railways days, working until final 

withdrawal in 1964. 

A total of 70 locomotives were built at 

Darlington Works. Following various 

modifications to the valve gears, seven were 

rebuilt by Gresley and thus became 

Class B16/2. Thompson, Gresley’s successor 

as CME of the LNER, later rebuilt 17 examples, 

which became known as Class B16/3.

Initially deployed on the East Coast Main 

Line, from 1925 a number were allocated to 

Hull Dairycoates, proving their versatility by 

hauling heavy summer excursion traffic to 

the Yorkshire coast, along with football 

specials. During the 1930s, the ‘B16s’ could be 

found stabled in sheds throughout the North 

Locomotive: LNER Raven Class B16 

�1(5b&ODVVb6��b�����

Gauge: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Jeremy Tomlinson

East, and were also increasingly common on 

the Great Central main line.

What would make it viable?

This was a classic and popular design of 

locomotive, which worked on LNER routes for 

many years and they were used on a wide 

variety of passenger and goods traffic. Given 

that they worked over such an extensive area 

on non-regular and special traffic, the ‘B16’ 

would not be out of place on layouts based 

on locations in the North-East, Yorkshire and 

the Yorkshire coast, the Great Central and 

– after the Second World War – on the East 

Coast Main Line. Sheds where most of the 

class were stabled included Darlington, York, 

Hull Dairycoates, Scarborough, Neville Hill, 

Tyne Dock and Blaydon.

Although DJH offers the model in kit form, 

I am not aware of the ‘B16’ ever being made 

available RTR, which is surprising given the 

success and longevity of the original, and 

I am convinced its release in model form 

would be well received and popular. Although 

common on passenger and goods traffic on 

main line routes, the class would be entirely 

at home on secondary route layouts hauling 

excursion traffic to the coast.

Can I see a real one?

Sadly, none of the ‘B16s’ survived into 

preservation.

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Jeremy’s 

argument? Join the debate on our Facebook 

page: www.facebook.com/modelrail
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1. What is your earliest railway memory? Standing 
beside the Skelton Junction-Glazebrook freight line, 
in Cheshire, at the age of 12. Watching a scruffy 
Class 31 trundle by with a train of 16t mineral 
wagons. I was hooked.

2. What is your most memorable train journey? 

From Fort William to Mallaig – before Harry Potter 
was invented!

3. Do you have a favourite railway station? On my 
first visit to the Great Central Railway with a friend 
for a diesel gala, we walked onto the platforms at 
Quorn and Woodhouse station before any other 
visitors arrived. It really did feel like we had stepped 

back in time.

4. How did you get into the hobby 

industry? As a mature student studying 
Geology at Liverpool University, I was 
looking at crushed rock in the laboratory 
and came up with the idea of making 
some ballast for both my friend’s layout 
and my own. One thing led to another 
and the result is 14 years – and counting 

– of Geoscenics.

5. What did you do beforehand? I was a civil 
engineering consultant.

6. What hobbies do you have? Model railways and 
restoration of my own full-size heritage locomotives 
and rolling stock, along with rolling stock items 
belonging to my friends.

8. Have you ever built a model railway? Yes – starting 
as a 15-year-old, I built my first ‘OO’ gauge layout. 
Three more have followed, built through my adult 
life to the present. I’ve also helped build a 
neighbour’s ‘N’ gauge layout.

9. What model or craft projects are you most proud of? 

I built a small plastic girder bridge, purchased as a 
kit from the large Beatties store in Manchester, 
when I was 14. I still have it – in fact, it’s on my 
current layout.

10. If you could build your dream model, what would 

it be? I have always wanted to have a go at building a 
shunting layout in ‘O’ gauge.

11. Who is your hero? My dad – he taught me so much 
that I did not realise at the time.

12. Where do you find your inspiration? From 
reading railway magazines and visiting prototype 
railway locations.

13. What motivates you most in your job? Dealing with 
customers and meeting them at exhibitions. It’s always 
great to listen to their ideas and witness their amazing 
attention to detail.

14. What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced? 

Getting the Geoscenics business started, which 
included lots of unpaid work and travel.

15. What has been the best decision you’ve ever made? 

Attending university and completing my Geology 
degree, which eventually resulted in the launching of 
Geoscenics and much more.

16. If you could change anything about the hobby, 

what would it be? More realistic couplings on rolling 
stock. Surely we can do better than tension locks in 
this day and age!

17. If you had a time machine, where would you go? 

The Victorian era, when we had a large empire and 
railways were just starting. There were some amazing 
inventions and the development of construction 
techniques which are still used today.

18. What’s your hidden talent? Visualising a concept.

19. Do you have any strange quirks that you’re prepared 

to share? Not sure it’s a strange one. Early to rise and 
early to bed – I’m up and about every day at 5.30am.

20. What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever had? 

Where there’s a will, there’s a way.

21. How would you like to be remembered? 

A passionate heritage rail enthusiast with a restored 
locomotive, brake van and rolling stock. And as the 
guy who developed Geoscenics!

Next month: Model Rail’s youngest team member, Chris Gadsby, faces the BtB inquisition.

Behind the 
Backscene

Michael 
Mazurkiewicz is the 
brains behind the 
Geoscenics range 
of model railway 
scenic materials and 
accessories.

This month, geologist Michael Mazurkiewicz 
answers Model RailōV�TXLFN�ƓUH�TXHVWLRQV��
revealing how it took 45 years to realise his 
dream of driving a train. 

 Surely we can 
GRbEHWWHU�WKDQ�
WHQVLRQbORFNV�LQ�WKLV�
day and age! 

7. What was your big ambition as a child? To drive a train. It has taken me 
45 years to own and drive my own locomotive – an Andrew Barclay diesel, built 
originally for the Port Sunlight works of Lever Brothers. 
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 

requirement for early to modern collections 

of British and Foreign trains and train 

sets from large accumulations to items 

of individual value. Our customer base is 

increasing dramatically and we need an  

ever larger supply of quality material to  

keep pace with demand. The market 

has never been stronger and if you are 

considering the sale of your collection,  

now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 

professional valuation of your collection, without 

obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 

make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 

will recommend inclusion of your property in our  

next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 

transportation of your collection to our Warwick 

offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 

offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 

only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 

anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 

assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 

details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 

customer base we are in a position to offer prices 

that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 

with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 

Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com




