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‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
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inspirational photographs 
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It has been a bumper month for new wagon 

models, with a whole host of review samples 

arriving within the space of a week. From a 

space-age KUA nuclear flask carrier to a 

Victorian brake van, the models reflect the 

fact that we’re in a golden era of ready-to-run 

freight stock, particularly in 4mm scale, but 

also in ‘N’ and ‘O’. 

As someone who grew up building wagon 

kits by the dozen, as a means of adding some 

variety to my freight trains, all of these new 

models are very welcome. I’m especially 

excited by the post-1970s designs emerging 

from the stables of Accurascale, Cavalex and 

Revolution Trains. My youthful layouts, 

depicting the 1980s British Rail scene, 

depended heavily on Cambrian and Parkside 

kits, thanks to the main RTR brands 

concentrating on steam-era wagons with 

which my father and grandfather would have 

been familiar, but were mostly alien to me. 

Now that I’m in middle age, it’s funny to 

see that many of the new releases – and the 

latest announcements of forthcoming models 

– deal with the wagons of my youth and 

which may be unfamiliar to today’s younger 

enthusiasts. That said, there are also plenty of 

contemporary vehicles on offer these days, so 

fans of the modern scene are well catered for.

After ruminating on this recently, I recalled 

repainting a number of Lima and Airfix LMS 

and BR box vans into the red/grey Railfreight 

livery. Not prototypical, but it gave me a start 

and, most importantly, allowed me to run 

something on my layout that reflected what 

I was seeing in real life, even if that only 

related to the colour scheme!

This remains an important element in the 

Welcome

creation of a model railway – capturing the 

essence of time and place in miniature. 

Greater choice in the RTR market is a help in 

this respect and, as my Workbench feature on 

wagon weathering tips (p40) illustrates, there 

is still plenty of scope for hands-on modelling 

and customisation, even if the need for 

kit-built rolling stock is diminishing.

Happy modelling!

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

You don’t need to be an expert with an airbrush in 

order to achieve life-like weathering effects. This 

month, I share some of my techniques that require 

only simple tools and materials - see page 40.

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

The smaller 
WKHbGHWDLO��
WKHbPRUH�

interested 
he is.

Chris Leigh

,Q�KLV���WK�\HDU�
in the hobby, 
so he can 

claim to be 
experienced!

Chris 

1HYDUG

Peter 

Marriott

'DYH�

6SHQFHU

Paul A.

Lunn
'DYH�

/RZHU\
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B
achmann Europe has 

announced that it will 

be producing models 

of GBRf’s new Class 69 

in both ‘OO’ gauge, under the 

Bachmann Branchline range, 

and ‘N’ gauge, under the 

Graham Farish range.

Converted from Class 56 

locomotives by American company 

Progress Rail, the Class 69 features 

the same powerplant and many 

other mechanical and electrical 

features as the Class 66. The 

original Class 56 bogies, 

wheelsets and traction motors 

have been retained, following 

extensive overhaul.

Ten locomotives, with an option 

for six more at a later date, are 

being re-engineered for GBRail-

freight, to meet its growing motive 

power requirements. The first, 

BACHMANN TO PRODUCE 
&/$66b���,1�Ō22ō�$1'�Ō1ō

69001, had been undergoing tests 

for the past few months, before 

final painting and was officially 

unveiled on June 15 at Eastleigh 

Works. Carrying a special livery 

that incorporates the UK and US 

flags, symbolising the co-operation 

between our two countries over 

the centuries and the hybrid nature 

of the Class 69 project. 

A further symbolic gesture was 

the choice of name for 69001: 

Mayflower. This was the name of 

the ship that carried pilgrims to 

America, to an area that would 

eventually become Massachusetts. 

Bachmann’s managing director 

David Haarhaus has cited the 

close relationship Bachmann 

Europe has formed with GBRf 

during the ‘Pride of Britain’ train 

packs as one of the reasons this 

project has been so successful, 

and states that an additional 

model will be made, the profits 

from which will go to a charity of 

GBRf’s choosing. 

More details, such as a release 

date and a price for the Class 69 

will be released in due course.

For more about GBRf’s Class 69, 

see page 46.

%$&+0$11�6+2:6�2))�)$5,6+�&/$66b����,1�7+5((�/,9(5,(6
Bachmann has also released photographs of the 

upcoming Graham Farish Class 319 EMU, due for 

release in early 2022. The model will be fitted with a 

coreless motor and flywheel, electrical pickup from 

all axles, conductive couplings, sprung Brecknell 

Willis or Stone Faiveley pantographs, fully detailed 

interior, plus a Next18 decoder socket.

Three livery options are on offer: revised Network 

SouthEast, Thameslink and Northern Rail.

Price: £319.95.

Web: www.bachmann.co.uk
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

With the BR/Brush Class 56 in the 

news recently, Cavalex Models 

revealed that it will be producing 

a range of high-specification 

‘Grids’ in ‘OO’ gauge. This will be 

an ambitious project, encom-

passing each of the many 

variants within the 135-strong 

class. Based on original works 

drawings from Electroputere and 

BREL, Cavalex says prototypes 

have been deliberately chosen 

not to conflict with existing 

models of the class, principally 

the Hornby Class 56, and that the 

model was an obvious choice 

given Cavalex’s previous and 

upcoming RTR wagon releases.

Four designs are being created 

by Cavalex: Romanian-built 56001-

66030 with full bufferbeam 

cowling, square mesh side grilles, 

cant rail grilles and roof grille; 

Doncaster-built 56031-56055 with 

partial bufferbeam cowling, 

removed side plates, steel cabside 

windows and diamond mesh side, 

cant rail and roof grilles; Doncas-

ter-built 56056-56090 with 

cutaway buffer beam, diamond 

mesh side, cant rail and roof grilles 

and steel cab and cab side window 

frames; Doncaster and Crewe-built 

56091-56135 which featured an 

additional air conditioning vent on 

the Secondman’s side. 

Individual detail differences 

of specific prototypes will also 

be replicated, such as 

different cab styles at each end, 

plus various headlight, air 

conditioning vents and coupling 

bang plate anomalies. 

Cavalex’s Class 56 will be 

powered by a five-pole motor 

with twin flywheels, geared for 

prototypical running speeds and 

slow speed control, a 21-pin 

decoder with stay alive 

options and all-wheel pick-up. 

‘EM’/‘P4’ wheelsets will also be 

made available once the model 

has reached the UK.

Currently in tooling, the RRP 

of the Class 56 has not yet been 

revealed, nor has a delivery date, 

but Cavalex Models is keen to 

stress that this is not a 

crowdfunded project and will 

not need a minimum number of 

orders to proceed.

CAVALEX MODELS ANNOUNCES 
+,*+�63(&,),&$7,21�&/$66b��

Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

LYN’S ON HER WAY
Heljan’s Lynton & 

Barnstaple Baldwin 2-4-2T Lyn 

is now in transit from the 

Heljan factory in China, with 

delivery in stores expected by 

July. Six different liveries will 

be available, including a plain 

black version for freelance 

narrow gauge layouts.

In Brief

Cavalex Models Class 56
What’s planned? 
�X CM-56008-BRB: Class 56, 56008, BR blue

�X CM-56018-EWS: Class 56, 56018, EWS

�X CM-56019-RSR: Class 56, 56019, Red Stripe Railfreight

�X CM-56023-TGCS: Class 56, 56023, coal sector grey

�X CM-56046-TGC: Class 56, 56046, construction sector grey

�X CM-56055-LH: Class 56, 56055, Loadhaul black

�X CM-56070-BRB: Class 56, 56070, BR blue

�X CM-56074-TGCS: Class 56, 56074, coal sector grey

�X CM-56077-OR: Class 56, 56077, original Railfreight

�X CM-56093-LL: Class 56, 56093, BR blue with large logo

�X CM-56097-TGM: Class 56, 56093, metals sector grey

�X CM-56120-LL: Class 56, 56120, BR blue with large logo

Cavalex has also recently 

received painted samples of its 

HAA and CDA hopper wagons. 

For more updates on Cavalex’s 

wagon and Class 56 projects, 

see www.cavalexmodels.com

00
GAUGE

EXCLUSIVE 

&	+35b:$*21�
A five-plank open wagon, in the 

livery of George Lovegrove & 

Co., who operated a quarry near 

Wirksworth on the Cromford & 

High Peak Railway, is available. 

Prepared using material in the 

archive of the Wirksworth 

Parish Council, the wagons are 

priced at £15.00 each or £42.00 

for three, plus postage of £4.00 

for up to four wagons.

Send a cheque to 

T.J. Oaks, 13 Trenchard Drive, 

Buxton SK17 9JY. Payment can 

also be taken via Paypal. Email: 

sleepermonster@yahoo.com

CLASSIC BEDFORD 

TRUCKS FROM 

OSBORN’S
A range of 3D-printed Bedford 

TK trucks is available from 

Osborn’s Models. Featuring a 

cement mixer, road sweeper, 

tipper and a tractor unit with 

low-loader trailer, they’re 

available in unpainted kit 

form, or as fully finished 

models. Prices start at £7.95.

Web: www.osbornsmodels.com
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Opening the box

D
ecorated samples of 

Dapol’s ‘78XX’ 4-6-0 

‘Manor’ have been 

received and the 

design team have been busy 

evaluating each of the different 

versions prior to production 

commencing later this year. The 

models feature a super-detailed 

cab interior, with printed dials 

and painted pipework and 

controls. The tender interior is 

also detailed, with the top 

modified slightly to 

allow modellers 

to stow fire irons 

more easily than 

DAPOL’S ‘MANOR’ IS 
12:b$7�Ō'(&2ō�67$*(

00
GAUGE

was the case with the earlier ‘Mogul’ 

models. Four different tender 

options will be available, thanks to 

the all-new tooling.

Lots of detailed images of the 

‘Manor’ samples have been posted 

on Dapol’s website and constructive 

feedback is welcomed. See www.

dapol.co.uk/OOgaugeManor/

decoratedsamples

BIG ‘SHED’ MAKES PROGRESS OGAUGE

Dapol’s forthcoming ‘O’ gauge Class 66 has taken a huge step 

forward, with the first test mouldings created. Consisting of 

bodyshells, bogie frames, plus lots of underframe and small 

detail components, initial results are looking promising. Both the 

original and ‘low emission’ body variants are being replicated. 

Also in 7mm scale, Dapol’s HBA/HEA hoppers have now been 

allocated livery and number specifications. Various Freight 

Brown, Railfreight red/grey, EWS maroon, Mainline and Transrail 

blue options will be available. With an RRP of £55.00 each, 

they’re due early next year.
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Decorated samples are 

expected to arrive in October, 

with production now due to be 

completed in summer 2022. 

Owing to the delay, 

Accurascale will not be 

extending the production run 

any further and, as 85% of the 

models have already been sold 

in pre-orders, it is expected that 

all models will be sold before 

they arrive in the UK. You can 

order yours direct via the 

Accurascale website.

Web: www.accurascale.co.uk

Accurascale continues its mission 

to replicate the most important 

BR era wagons by announcing a 

comprehensive range of wagons 

relating to the iconic MGR 

hopper. On the bill will be the 

HAA, HBA, HCA, HDA, HFA, HMA 

and HNA as well as the CDA china 

clay hoppers. Almost 11,000 of 

these wagons were built between 

1964 and 1982, with 98% of them 

assembled at Shildon Works. 

Initially built with four internal 

strengthening bars spanning 

both bodysides, these were 

quickly damaged resulting in a 

significant loss in structural 

integrity. Towards the end of the 

1970s, Doncaster Works began 

fitting horizontal strengthening 

beams along the inside top 

edges, with wagons built after 

1977 featured this from new. 

With the closure of collieries, 

coal trains began travelling 

longer distances and BR began 

fitting canopies in an attempt to 

reduce spillage of coal dust. 

Unfortunately, this increase in 

height meant many collieries 

couldn’t accept them. In the 

early 1990s, an aerodynamic 

canopy was introduced to solve 

the problem.

As an extra treat, the later 

MHA ballast/spoil wagons, built 

on reclaimed HAA chassis, is also 

being offered.

As we have come to expect 

from Accurascale, there will be a 

large variety in tooling to 

account for detail differences 

throughout the wagons’ service 

life. The full breakdown of the 

tooling suite is as follows:

�X CDA china clay covered 

hopper

�X HAA/HOP AB as-built body

�X HBA ‘rebodied’-style body with 

uprated brakes/suspension and 

‘aerodynamic’ canopy (ex-HDA)

�X HCA/HOP 32 AB with ‘as-built’-

style body and canopy

�X HDA ‘rebodied’-style body with 

uprated brakes/suspension

�X HMA ‘rebodied’ with modified 

brake distributor (ex-HAA)

�X MHA with later-style body

�X HAA rebodied

�X HFA rebodied with ‘aerody-

namic’ canopy

�X HNA ‘rebodied’ with modified 

ACCURASCALE TACKLES THE 
WHOLE MGR FAMILY

Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

In Brief

‘PENDOLINO’ SECOND 

581b$9$,/$%/(�

)25b35(�25'(5
Missed out on the ‘N’ gauge 

‘Pendolino’ first time around? 

Don’t worry, because the 

Revolution Trains/Rapido 

Trains model is now available 

to pre-order ahead of its 

second run. You voted it as 

your ‘N’ gauge Model of the 

Decade and you can purchase 

either a nine or 11-car set 

(£389.99/£434.99). Production 

will begin in Q3 2021 and the 

model is estimated to be 

delivered early in 2022. 

N
GAUGE

brake distributor and ‘aerody-

namic’ canopy (ex-HFA)

�X MHA early-style body 

�X CBA lime hopper

�X MAA/MAB box open (ex-HAA)

A staggering 23 different 

triple-packs will form the first 

production run and these will be 

split into two batches, but all are 

expected to be in stock by the 

middle of 2022. HAA, HCA and 

CDA wagons are due at the end 

of 2021 with the others due in Q2 

2022. Accurascale has also said 

it will cover all the liveries from 

BR freight brown to DB red.

Each triple-pack will be priced 

at £74.95 with a 10% discount if 

two or more packs are bought 

together. 

CLASS 37 UPDATE
Accurascale has also provided 

an update on the upcoming 

Class 37, showing a range of 

hand-assembled, unpainted 

samples. Several areas for 

improvement have already 

been identified, which will be 

addressed before production 

begins in earnest. Unfortu-

nately, staffing problems at the 

factory has slowed production. 

+251%<�5(6855(&76�

INTERNATIONAL 

PLASTIC KITS
Hornby has decided to 

bring back a range of MKD 

plastic kits from its 

international brands. 

Although they are aimed 

primarily at the Continental 

market, being rendered to 1:87 

scale/‘HO’ gauge, some of 

them would still be suitable at 

the back of your ‘OO’ gauge 

layout to help with 

perspective. Five products 

have initially been made 

available and are in stock now. 

They range from garden 

fences to car dealerships and 

everything in between. 

What’s planned?
�X MKD2020: Modern 
European house with garage 
kit, £17.49
�X MKD2021: Tractor and 

Agricultural Engineers Kit, 
£23.99
�X MKD2022: Garden Fences, 

£9.99
�X MKD2023: The Petrol 

Station, £19.49
�X MKD2024: The Peugeot 

Dealership Kit, £26.49
Web: www.hornby.com

HO
GAUGE
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What’s planned?�+HOMDQ�&ODVVb������WKLUG�EDWFK
�X �����%5�/DUJH�/RJR�%OXH�XQQXPEHUHG
�X �����7UDLQORDG�)UHLJKW��7�JUH\�XQEUDQGHG�XQQXPEHUHG�
�X �����5DLOIUHLJKW�3HWUROHXP��7�JUH\�������Pectinidae 
�X �����%5�/DUJH�/RJR�������Y Lein Fach/Vale of Rheidol
�X �����%5�/DUJH�/RJR�������Ben Cruachan��ZHDWKHUHG�
�X �����5DLOIUHLJKW�&RQVWUXFWLRQ�WULSOH�JUH\�������Sir Robert 

McAlpine�Concrete Bob��ZHDWKHUHG�
�X �����5DLOIUHLJKW�'LVWULEXWLRQ�WULSOH�JUH\�

�����b/RFKb(LOb2XWZDUGb%RXQG

.HHS�XS�WR�GDWH�ZLWK�
0RGHOb5DLO�1HZV�RQOLQH�

NewsNews

Latest news from Søndersø, 

Denmark, is that Heljan’s eagerly 

awaited ‘O’ gauge centre 

headcode Class 40 and refur-

bished Class 31 are en route to 

Europe. Arrival at retailers is 

due in August. With five livery 

options for the ‘40’ and nine 

for the ‘31’, there are certainly 

plenty to choose from. The 

impressive Brush Class 60 should 

follow a few months later, in a 

wide range of modern liveries, 

from GBRf blue to DB red.

A second batch of Class 50s has 

now entered production and 

they’re bound to be popular, not 

least as pre-orders have already 

been strong. Indeed, the BR ‘large 

logo’ blue versions have already 

sold out! A third batch of 

Class 37/4s is now in preparation, 

building on the success of 

previous production runs. 

‘O’ gauge modellers can’t seem to 

get enough ‘Tractors’, so early 

ordering is strongly recom-

mended, before these too sell out!

+(/-$1�Ō2ōb*$8*(�83'$7(

5(7851�72�7$5$�0,1(6
Irish Railway Models is offering 

a re-run of its impressive Tara 

Mines mineral wagons, 

including a batch in its most 

famous blue livery, complete 

with Tara branding. Built by CIÉ 

in 1977 to carry zinc and lead ore 

from Tara Mines Ltd s mine near 

Navan, Co. Meath to Dublin Port 

for export, they’re still in regular 

use today on what are Ireland’s 

heaviest freight trains.

The vibrant blue livery was 

applied from new on the real 

wagons. However, IRM’s earlier 

release of its 4mm scale model 

portrayed the later red oxide 

colours scheme only. Owing to 

popular demand, the blue 

scheme will now be 

produced, along with 

packs of red oxide 

wagons with all-new 

numbers and later 

style hood. 

The wagons feature lots of 

separately applied detail, plus 

rotating axle hubs, kinematic 

couplings with NEM pockets 

and full provision for 21mm 

axles. A number of twin-packs 

are available (€79.95), with bulk 

deals also on offer and delivery 

expected later this year. 

For UK-based modellers, 

orders will be despatched 

from within the UK, avoiding 

any extra charges if 

ordered from the 

new website:  

www.irishrailway

models.co.uk/

collections/

tara-mines

The Model Centre’s exclusive 

LNER G5 class 0-4-4T is 

progressing well, with 

unpainted tooling samples 

revealed recently. Produced for 

TMC by Bachmann, the models 

will feature Next18 DCC 

compatibility, pre-fitted speaker 

and a firebox glow effect. 

Various detail options 

are available, including 

push-pull equipment and a 

choice of original or 

hopper-style bunker. Pre-orders 

can be placed now, on the 

70&�Ō*�ō������7�$'9$1&(6

TMC website, although the 

final pricing has yet to be 

finalised. As usual, TMC 

is offering a variety of 

high-quality weathering and 

customisation options.

See www.themodelcentre.

com for more details.

��
GAUGE

��
GAUGE

O
GAUGE

The first production sample of the BR Mk 1 CCT has just been 

received (below) and a few modifications are required before 

production can commence, with delivery expected early next 

year. The Mk 2 coach range is also progressing well, with tooling 

having been approved and the artwork currently being finalised. 

For steam fans, it’s bad news, at least in the short term, as the 

‘O’ gauge GWR ‘2251’/Collett Goods 0-6-0 project has been put on 

hold. It will be reviewed again when work on other outstanding 

models has progressed. 



12 Model Rail 289 August 2021

Opening the box

Just as we closed for press, 

StudioCanal informed us 

that production of the new 

Railway Children movie 

has been wrapped up. 

Due to hit UK cinemas in 

April 2022, the film 

features Jenny Agutter 

and a new generation 

of Railway Children, 

who have been evacuated 

to the Yorkshire 

countryside during the 

Second World War.

,7ō6�$b:5$3

MULLETS COMING 
BACK INTO STYLE!
Revolution Trains is offering BR’s 

distinctive ‘fishbelly’ Borail 

wagons, and their air-braked 

engineer’s derivatives, the Mullet, 

Parr and Super Tench, as its next 

wagons in both ‘00’ and ‘N’.

Dating from 1959, British 

Railways built a total of 165 flat 

wagons – some with bolsters 

(Borail B) and some without 

(Borail C) – for carrying con-

crete beams, girders, rail and 

other heavy loads. The wagons 

had 8ft plate bogies, vacuum 

brakes and solid fishbelly 

underframes, rather than 

traditional trusses, for strength.

The wagons were exception-

ally useful and, in 1981, most of 

the fleet was rebuilt with air 

brakes, new Y25 bogies, revised 

decks with tensioning ratchets 

and recoded BRA under TOPS.

After a short period on steel 

traffic in the Speedlink network, 

most were transferred to the Civil 

Engineers Department and given 

new TOPS codes and ‘fishkind’ 

names YLA Mullet (with bolsters) 

and YQA Parr (with longitudinal 

baulks for sleepers).

In 2010, some YQA Parr wagons 

were refurbished and fitted with 

ISO modules with drop-down 

mesh side doors. They retained 

the YQA code, but were renamed 

Super Tench. Many remain in 

service in 2021, 60 years after 

they were built.

Revolution’s models 

will feature NEM 

couplers, the manufac-

6(&5�:$*216�)520�5$3,'2
Southern Railway enthusiasts will 

be excited by Rapido Trains UK’s 

new five and seven-plank 

wagons. Representing the 

South Eastern & Chatham 

Railway’s most numerous wagon 

types, over 2,000 were built 

between 1915 and 1927. 

Designed wholly in the UK, the 

models are based on the 

Southern Railway Diagram 

with the order book closing on 

September 1 2021. 

What’s available?
�X %RWK�WKH�'LD�b�����
VHYHQ�SODQN�DQG�'LD�b����������
five-planks will come in SECR, 
Southern and BR liveries. 
6HHbWKH�ZHEVLWH�IRU�WKH�IXOO�OLVW�
Price? e�����
What stage is it at? 
Engineering Prototype
When’s it due? Early 2022
:KHUH�FDQ�,bƓQG�RXW�PRUH"�
www.rapidotrains.co.uk

1347/1349/1355 wagons, many of 

which survived well into BR days, 

with some seven-plank vehicles 

lasting into the 1970s. In BR days 

especially, examples of these 

wagons could be seen across the 

Southern Region, as well as 

further afield. 

A number of key detail 

variations will be produced, 

including the later sheet 

rail-fitted versions, and an 

impressive specification is 

promised, including metal axle 

bearing cups, NEM coupler 

pockets and plenty of separate 

detail fittings. 

They’re available to order now, 

3267&$5'6�

)520b6,/9(5'$/(
Our friends at Postcard Models 

have created an amazing scale 

diorama, based partly on 

Silverdale in Lancashire, but 

with an element of Los Angeles 

thrown into the mix. The model 

has taken centre stage in the 

latest music video by Aquilo, a 

pop duo who hail originally 

from Silverdale, as well as the 

cover of the single. Check out 

the superb model and video 

for the song Out in LA, at: 

https://youtu.be/k19al3QxE_4

Web: www.postcard 

models.co.uk

In Brief

N
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

turer’s usual levels of accuracy 

with prototypical variations in 

bogies and brake equipment 

and numerous separate wire, 

plastic and photo-etched parts 

where appropriate.

All versions will be available to 

pre-order via the Revolution 

website for a limited time at a 

lower, early bird price, which will 

increase in due course. CAD 

work is complete and first 

samples are due shortly. The 

models are expected to be ready 

to ship in Q1-2 2022.

Web: www.revolutiontrains.com

00
GAUGE
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Opening the box extra!

CLIVE’S ICONIC BUILDINGS 
GO ON DISPLAY
The work of long-standing Model Rail contributor Clive 

Hardwick will be on display in the recently extended 

Northampton Museum, as part of a new ‘We Are 

Northampton’ exhibition. Opening on July 10, Clive’s 

superb re-creations of iconic buildings such as The 

Guildhall (MR260), All Saints Church (MR275) and Derngate 

Bus Station (MR229) are featured, with the exhibition 

being designed to allow visitors to celebrate Northampton’s 

rich heritage through a sense of identity and place. 

The exhibition runs for six months. For more 

information, visit www.northamptonmuseums.com 

When Bachmann’s all-new 
&ODVVb���DUULYHG�IRU�UHYLHZ�
�SDJH������ZH�QHHGHG�
SOHQW\�RI�FRORXU�DUFKLYH�
LPDJHV�WR�FRPSDUH�WKH�
PRGHO�DJDLQVW��9DULRXV�
GHWDLOHG�DFFRXQWV�RI�WKH�
6XO]HU�7\SHb�V�KDYH�
DSSHDUHG�LQ�ERRN�IRUP�
RYHU�WKH�\HDUV��EXW�WKLV�
DOO�FRORXU�SKRWR�DOEXP�
SURYLGHV�D�UHDO�YLVXDO�IHDVW��
'RFXPHQWLQJ�WKH�&ODVVb���
DQG����ORFRPRWLYHV�
WKURXJKRXW�WKHLU�%5�
FDUHHUV��LWōV�DQ�HVVHQWLDO�
FRPSDQLRQ�IRU�DQ\RQH�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKHVH�
PRGHVWbORFRPRWLYHV�

Book: Looking Back 
DWb&ODVVb���	����
/RFRPRWLYHV��E\�
.HYLQb'HUULFN��$PEHUOH\�
3XEOLVKLQJ�������

$OWKRXJK�ORQJ�RXW�RI�SULQW��
WKLV�ERRN�UHPDLQV�D�VXSHUE�
UHVRXUFH��&KDUWLQJ�WKH�
KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�VLJQDO�ER[��
LWbSURYLGHV�DQ�DFFRXQW�RI�
GHVLJQV�RI�HYHU\�%ULWLVK�
UDLOZD\�FRPSDQ\�DQG�
YDULRXV�VLJQDOOLQJ�FRQWUDF-
WRUV��,OOXVWUDWHG�ZLWK�SOHQW\�
RI�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�
SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�VFDOH�
GUDZLQJV��DQ\RQH�
FRQWHPSODWLQJ�EXLOGLQJ�RU�
PRGLI\LQJ�D�VLJQDO�ER[�
VKRXOG�KDYH�D�FRS\��
3UH�RZQHG�FRSLHV�FDQ�EH�
IRXQG�RQOLQH��LQFOXGLQJ�RQ�
WKH�$EH�%RRNV�ZHEVLWH��
ZZZ�DEHERRNV�FR�XN

Book: The Signal Box – 
$b3LFWRULDO�+LVWRU\�DQG�
*XLGH�WR�'HVLJQV��E\�
7KHb6LJQDOOLQJ�6WXG\�
*URXS��23&�������

Modeller’s Bookshelf

Some of the projects in this month’s issue have necessitated a bit of research for the MR 

team, so here are a couple of books that we’ve found particularly useful. There’s also a great 

new volume in HMRS’ series of titles covering LBSCR coaching stock.

7KLV�ZHLJKW\�KDUGEDFN��
$��VL]HG�ERRN�LV�WKH�IRXUWK�
YROXPH�LQ�WKH�+LVWRULFDO�
0RGHO�5DLOZD\�6RFLHW\ōV�
VHULHV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�
FRDFKLQJ�VWRFN�RI�WKH�
/RQGRQ��%ULJKWRQ�DQG�
6RXWK�&RDVW�5DLOZD\��$ORQJ�
ZLWK�DUF�URRIHG�VWDQGDUG�
VWRFN��YDULRXV�3XOOPDQ�
GHVLJQV�DUH�VWXGLHG��
DORQJbZLWK�HOHFWULF�PRWRU�
DQG�WUDLOHU�FDUV��SOXV�
DPEXODQFH�WURRS�WUDLQV�
IURP�WKHb)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�
SHULRG��7KHUH�DUH�SOHQW\�RI�
SKRWRJUDSKV�DQG�VFDOH�
GUDZLQJV��PDNLQJ�IRU�DQ�
LGHDO�UHIHUHQFH�VRXUFH�IRU�
PRGHOOHUV��

Book:�/%6&5�&DUULDJHV��
9ROXPH���%RJLH�6WRFN�
�����������E\�,DQ�:KLWH�
�+056�������

New from Scale Model Scenery is a 

Wooden Platform Shelter kit 

(ref. LX384-OO), providing a perfect 

adornment for a wayside halt or rural station 

platform, complete with decorative 

valancing. Rendered in laser-cut wood and 

board, assembly looks to be straightforward, 

with plenty of fine detail incorporated. 

For a more contemporary scene, packs of 

low-relief shipping containers are also 

available (refs. AX145-OO/AX146-OO), 

consisting of laser-cut MDF formers and 

printed paper overlays. Various designs of 

container are available.  

Price: From £3.99 each

Availability: Scale Model Scenery

Tel: 01530 456952

Web: www.scalemodelscenery.co.uk

GIMME SHELTER
00
GAUGE
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VALLEJO 

0(&+$b9$51,6+

I’ve tried countless acrylic 
clear coats over the years and 
EHHQ�GLVVDWLVƓHG�ZLWK�DOO�EXW�
D�IHZ�EUDQGV�DQG�IRUPXODV��
7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�P\�PRVW�UHFHQW�
discoveries: Vallejo’s Mecha 
9DUQLVK��3DUW�RI�D�QHZ�SDLQW�
UDQJH�DLPHG�RVWHQVLEO\�DW�
VFL�Ɠ�PRGHOOHUV��WKH�FOHDU�
YDUQLVK�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�PDWW��
VDWLQ�RU�JORVV��7KH\�GU\�WR�D�
VXSHU�FOHDU�ƓQLVK��QR�
\HOORZLQJ���DQG�WKH\�SURGXFH�
D�WRXJK��HYHQ�FRDWLQJ��
Equally suited to hand-
EUXVKLQJ�RU�DLUEUXVKLQJ��
6LPSO\�VKDNH�WKH�H\H�
GURSSHU�VW\OH�MDU�WKRURXJKO\�
EHIRUH�XVH�DQG��LI�VSUD\LQJ��
DGG�D�IHZ�GURSV�RI�ZDWHU�RU�
DFU\OLF�WKLQQHUV��
Price: e�����SHU���PO�MDU
Availability: Scale Model 
6KRS
Tel: ������������
Web: www.scalemodelshop.
co.uk

7$0,<$�(;75$�

7+,1�&(0(17

)RUPXODWHG�IRU�HDV\�
SHQHWUDWLRQ��7DPL\DōV�4XLFN�
6HWWLQJ�([WUD�7KLQ�&HPHQW�
KHOSV�WR�SURGXFH�QHDW�
ERQGVbEHWZHHQ�SODVWLF�
FRPSRQHQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�
WKRVH�UHQGHUHG�LQ�VW\UHQH��
3HUIHFW�IRU�SODVWLF�NLW�
DVVHPEO\�DQG�
VFUDWFKEXLOGLQJ�ZLWK�SODVWLF�
VKHHW�DQG�VHFWLRQ��WKH�JOXH�
LV�D�XVHIXO�FRPSDQLRQ�IRU�D�
PRUH�JHQHULF�IRUPXOD�RI�
OLTXLG�SRO\�FHPHQW��ZLWK�WKH�
([WUD�7KLQ�YHUVLRQ�WDNLQJ�
FDUH�RI�VPDOOHU�SDUWV�RU�FOHDU�
SODVWLF�FRPSRQHQWV��)RU�
EHVW�UHVXOWV��WKH�SDUWV�QHHG�
WR�EH�VQXJ�ƓWWLQJ�DQG�D�ƓQH�
DSSOLFDWRU�EUXVK�LV�ƓWWHG�WR�
WKH�MDUōV�OLG�
Price: e����
Availability: 7DPL\D�
VWRFNLVWV
Web: www.tamiya.com

On the Workbench

George Dent looks at the new products to land on his workbench this month

35(&,6,21�

02'(/b/,*+7�2,/

.HHSLQJ�\RXU�ORFRPRWLYHV��
UROOLQJ�VWRFN�DQG�RWKHU�
PHFKDQLFDO�GHYLFHV�LQ�ƓQH�
IHWWOH�LV�LPSRUWDQW��
IROORZLQJ�DQ\�JXLGHOLQHV�
VXSSOLHG�E\�WKH�PDQXIDF-
WXUHU��2FFDVLRQDO�WRSSLQJ�
XS�RI�OXEULFDWLQJ�RLO�LV�
RIWHQ�UHFRPPHQGHG��
HVSHFLDOO\�WR�D[OH�EHDULQJV�
DQG�JHDUV��$�KLJK�JUDGH�
PRGHO�RLO�LV�KLJKO\�
UHFRPPHQGHG�DQG�
WKLV�IRUPXOD�IURP�
3HWHUōV�6SDUHV�WLFNV�
DOO�WKH�ULJKW�ER[HV��
)RUPXODWHG�LQ�WKH�
8.��XVLQJ�D�EOHQG�RI�
fully synthetic oils 
DQG�VXSSOLHG�LQ�D�
��PO�MDU�ZLWK�D�ORQJ�
QHHGOH�WLS�DSSOLFD-
WRU��WKH�OXEULFDQW�LV�
HDV\�WR�DSSO\�WR�
D[OHV��JHDUV�DQG�
RWKHU�PRYLQJ�
SDUWV�
Price e����
Availability: 
3HWHUōV�6SDUHV
Tel: ������
������
Web: www.
petersspares.
com

$1<
GAUGE

…and finally
Unusual scenes 

captured by 

WKHbOHQV�

RIb&KULVb1HYDUG… 

“What are you doing 
boy? Get up at once, 
you look like you’re 
about to propose!”
“No sir, last night 
,bZDV�XQGHU�P\�
PRGHO�UDLOZD\�WU\LQJ�
to replace a faulty 
SRLQW�PRWRU��QRZ�
,ōPbVWXFN�LQ�WKLV�
position. It’s taken 
PH�DJHV�WR�JHW�WR�
ZRUN��FUDZOLQJ�RQ�
DOObIRXUVŐ�

$1<
GAUGE

$1<
GAUGE

This cameo set of a woman 

throwing a frisbee for her 

dog also includes a pair of 

bicycles, park bench and litter bin. 

Product: Busch 7899 Dog  

playing frisbee set

Price: £13.00

Availability: 

Golden Valley Hobbies

Tel: 01981 241237 Web: 

www.goldenvalleyhobbies.com

LET’S PLAY FETCH!

��
GAUGE

EXHIBITION DIARY – 
AUGUST 2021 

(ALL SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT 

GUIDANCE ON COVID-19)

August 14

BEXHILL-ON-SEA. Bexhill MRC 

MRE. St Richards Catholic College, 

Ashdown Road, Bexhill-on-Sea 

TN40 1SE. Time: 1000-1700. 

Admission: Adult £5, Child £2, 

Family £12. 

August 21

LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE. Craven 

Arms & District Model Railway 

Circle MRE. Ludlow Racecourse, 

Bromfield, Ludlow, Shropshire SY8 

2BT. Time: 1000-1600. Admission: 

Adult £5. Tel: 07867 752301.

August 29

BROXBOURNE, HERTS. Hod-

desdon MRC MRE. The Old Mill, 

Mill Lane, Broxbourne. Time: 

1000-1600. Admission: Adult £3, 

Child £1. Tel: 07708579822. Web: 

wwwhoddesdonmrc.org.uk 

1HZV�([WUD�VSRQVRUHG�E\
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Opening the box

George Dent�KDV�EHHQ�ƓQDOLVLQJ�WKH�WUDFNSODQ�IRU�
KLV�QHZ�OD\RXW��EXW�FDQ�KH�ULVH�WR�WKH�FKDOOHQJH�RI�
HOHYDWLQJ�WKH�UDLOV�VDWLVIDFWRULO\"

Staff Show & Tell

Ō/LVEXUQ�/DQHō�Ŋ
 WKHbULVLQJ

L
ast month, I outlined the motives 

behind my new layout project, 

which will be (hopefully) an improved 

version of a previous micro layout. 

Rather than repeat several earlier mistakes, 

I really want to ensure that I get the track 

plan spot on before any rails are laid. 

Therefore, I’ve been setting out a few 

different alignments, using lengths of flexi 

track and points, leaving them in situ while 

I think things over. 

It’s surprising how you can feel like 

you’ve found the perfect setup one day but, 

a little later, you realise that things could be 

vastly improved simply by shifting things 

around slightly. Of course, this could 

potentially go on for ever, but a little time for 

reflection has proven worthwhile.

Ultimately, my aim is to place the tracks 

in the optimum position, relative to the 

boundaries of the scenic baseboard and 

the proposed structures. There needs to be 

a natural-looking sweep to the curves, 

displaying the trains to full effect, wher-

ever they may be on the layout. Basically, 

I want the whole composition to be as 

photogenic as possible. 

As well as the course of the tracks, the 

positioning of the buildings and structures 

also plays a key role in the overall composi-

tion, so their locations have been considered 

carefully. Paul Lunn looks into the use of 

physical mock-ups to plan a layout in this 

month’s Masterplan (see page 76), with an eye 

on recreating a real location. In my case 

though, I have the luxury of portraying a 

fictional scene, so I can base my choices 

purely on what looks right.

RAISING SPIRITS
One of the major frustrations of the original 

‘Lisburn Lane’ was the lack of track elevation, 

giving the landscape a rather two-dimen-

sional appearance. This time, after experi-

menting with a variety of track heights, I’ve 

settled on an elevation of 30mm, using sheets 

of 10mm expanded polystyrene and 5mm 

foamboard. Even in this early mock-up phase, 

it’s clear that the trains will have ample 

prominence and there’ll be scope for realistic 

landscape contouring too. The dropped 

section of the baseboard adds greater depth 

and, while I’d initially thought of adding a 

stream or river, I’m now leaning towards a 

farm track or cattle creep instead, with a small 

iron overbridge for the railway.

A knock-on effect of raising the trackbed on 

the scenic baseboard is the need to do the 

same for the tracks on the sector plate 

fiddleyards. This isn’t such a big problem, but 

it will involve some extra work and materials 

costs. But I’m sure it’ll be worth it! 

Above: A pair of sector plate fiddleyards is to be em-

ployed (built by Tim Horn). The track will need to be 

elevated with foam risers to match the scenic board.

Below: The salvaged buildings from the first 

‘Lisburn Lane’ have been employed to help decide 

on the overall composition. 

1 2

STEP
BY

STEP

3 4

1: The 10mm thick expanded polystyrene 
foam (bought in 600mm by 400mm sheets, 
from Amazon) were cut to form the necessary 
scenic contours. Two layers were employed to 
form the base for the trackbed.

2: Atop the two layers of polystyrene will sit 
two layers of 5mm foamboard. My plan is to 
try Chris Nevard’s method of assembling the 
track away from the layout, which avoids the 
need for me to lean inside the diorama case. 
The laminated layers of foamboard should 
provide a sturdy enough backing.

3: After sketching out the outline of the tracks 
with a fine Sharpie marker pen, a flexible ruler 
was used to create more defined lines.

4: The layers of foamboard have been 
arranged so that the joints overlap, thus 
creating a stronger composition.

After copious sketches on paper, I’ve decided to 

improve ‘Lisburn Lane’s’ original track plan by 

adding a run-round loop, one end of which will use 

the sector plate off-scene. Also, the foreground 

siding has been reversed, to be accessed from the 

left-hand side. Using points and spare offcuts of 

track, the revised plan was set out on the board, 

helping me to visualise the new arrangement.
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WHAT’S NEXT?

I’m leaving the mock-up of track and 
buildings in place for a week or two, 
before committing to cutting the access 
holes in the backscene or laying the 
track. This gives me the chance to get 
used to the arrangement and make any 
VPDOO�DGMXVWPHQWV�LI�QHFHVVDU\��,bDOVR�
need to decide on whether to operate 
the points by motors or wire-in-tube.

Above and below: Again, the track layout was set 

out, along with the buildings, to gauge how things 

look. The elevation offers a huge improvement.

Above: The farm track will pass under the railway 

at this point, so the foam will have to be modified to 

create the overbridge. 

This Proxxon hot wire cutter and mains 
power pack has had plenty of use in 
my workshop over the years. It makes 
light work of cutting sheets of 
expanded polystyrene foam without 
leaving any mess. The jaws can be 
adjusted – as can the temperature – 
and the tool only heats up while the 
trigger is depressed. Be sure to work 
in a well-ventilated area, as the fumes 
created during cutting can be noxious.
Tools: Proxxon Hot Wire Thermocut 
12E (£36.98); Proxxon Micromot mains 
adaptor (£30.28)
Availability: Axminster Tools 
Tel: 03332 406406
Web: www.axminstertools.com

Top Tool CAUTION

!
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Opening the box

The place to share your projects with the Model Rail community.

I may not be in the same modelling league as 

Chris Nevard and others, but I’m very critical of 

my own modelling – generally only scoring 

myself at 5 out of 10. Occasionally I get a 6, but 

building roofs always seem to cause me 

problems and often I only score a 3!

With Halwill Junction Signal Box, there were 

no plans to work from, only photographs and 

one dubious ground plan of the whole station 

site – the latter giving a roughly scale footprint 

for the signal box. After a lot of thought, 

I decided to get the windows 3D-printed first and 

then build the signal box around them.

The building is constructed from plastic card 

and readily available embossed plastic card. 

Unfortunately, there wasn’t any embossed 

‘shiplap’ of the correct scale size, so the main 

woodwork is produced using tongue and 

groove joins.

Ticking the box

Show & Tell

Although the signal box is pure LSWR, 

I would hope that the colours are reasonably 

accurate for BR(W) for the 1950s/1960s 

following its takeover of lines west of Exeter 

Central in the early 1950s – although 

reasonable quality colour photos from the 

1960s are quite rare.

The extension to the signal box, with its 

‘flat’ roof nearest the camera, was built in 

the 1920s with the arrival of the North 

Devon and Cornwall Junction Light Railway 

from Torrington.

I have no idea how long I’ve spent building 

the signal box, but it certainly adds up to 

many, many hours. I have to thank Chris 

Knowles-Thomas for allowing me access to 

his photographs and Tony Heselden for 

producing the 3D-printed windows.

Martin James

Inspired by George Dent’s two articles 

in issues 276 and 277, I bought the Wills 

Watermill kit and replaced an old 

cardboard mill with one of my own 

design. Your articles proved to be very 

helpful, and following all the tips you 

gave, the finished product exceeded 

my expectations. Thank you!

David MacDougall

Mill fits the bill

My harbour diorama is coming along nicely. I now have the 

boats ready and just need to paint them. I’ve ordered the building 

for the pier and the base colour is painted for the harbour water. 

What’s not to like?

Paul Andrews

Pier group pressure

I’m continuing to paint my 7mm signal box (Leek station) which I’ve 

scratchbuilt using photos. It’s a McKenzie and Holland design for the 

North Staffordshire Railway. The box was removed from the yard in the 

1970s, before I was born, and the area is now a supermarket.

Andy Sollis

Signal boost



Decorated examples shown may be subject to further adjustments. For further information visit our website: www.accurascale.co.uk

accurascale
www.accurascale.co.uk

1:76/4mm scale. OO gauge 

Available from Q4 2021 

Priced from £22.50 per wagon

Buy online or from your local stockist

Accurascale; all the detail, all the value

Introducing our brand-new range of MGR based coal 

hoppers in 4mm/OO gauge, featuring the classic HAA, 

hooded HBA, HCA, HDA with correct uprated brakes and 

suspension, MHA and more.

It would be rude to leave out the classic CDA for English 

China Clay workings and the MHA spoil wagons, right?  

We have you covered there too! 

With 23 different packs in the first run alone, there are  

over 80 different wagons available.

But how much are all these variants? Well, just £74.95 

per three pack. With our bundle deals it works out at just 

£22.50 per wagon. Suffice to say that our range, quality  

and value for money is peerless.

THE MERRY GO ROUND – POWERING BRITAIN 
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Opinion

rüezi from Switzerland! 

No, this isn’t an awkward 

pandemic holiday ad. 

Neither have you 

accidentally bought the wrong 

magazine. This is about a guy from 

Zurich and his unusual love for 

modelling British railways. Now, you might wonder 

why someone living in a country with majestic 

mountains and daring cogwheel railways would keep 

himself busy with railways from Scotland. You may 

think he was bananas! Well, maybe I am. 

I’m a 43-year-old native Berliner, but I’ve been living 

in Switzerland (almost next door to Tina Turner) for 

nearly half of my life. I won’t bore you with how I got 

into model railways, or with details of my job as a 

station manager. Instead, let’s have a look at why I’m 

more interested in ‘MacRats’ and ‘Black Fives’, than 

double-decked trains and scenic mountain railways.

Back in 2011, the swine flu pandemic was raging and, 

after visiting Australia, I went into quarantine after 

testing positive with the virus. Netflix didn’t exist back 

then, so regular TV was my companion during 

isolation. I’d never been a fan of Harry Potter before, but 

watching the movies repeatedly seemed a better choice 

than binge-watching silly talk shows. It was in one of 

those movies that I saw the ‘Hogwarts Express’ passing 

through a breathtaking landscape, which immediately 

grabbed my interest.

With time on my hands, I began researching the 

filming locations, and a few weeks (and a ridiculously 

large credit card bill) later, I found myself riding a 

ScotRail Class 156 from Glasgow to Fort William. 

It must have been shortly 

past Rannoch, when my 

eyes fell on never-ending 

fields of green, yellow and 

brown, with shallow waters 

stretching into a loch on the 

horizon, as the sun set 

behind heavy rain clouds. 

I fell in love with the 

Highlands instantly.

The next day, I climbed 

Ben Nevis via the Carn 

Two weeks in 
quarantine led 
Swiss-based 
.RVWDb.RZDWVFKHZ�
WR�GLVFRYHU�WKH�
EHDXW\bRI�WKH�
6FRWWLVK�+LJKODQGV�
– and an obsession 
ZLWK�UHFUHDWLQJ�
WKHP�LQ�PLQLDWXUH�

PHOTOGRAPHY: 

KOSTA KOWATSCHEW

G

Modeller CV: 
Kosta Kowatschew is a life-long railway modeller and a 
station manager on the Swiss Federal Railway.

Beag Dearg route in heavy snowfall and bright 

sunshine at the same time, with temperatures 

ranging from 0 to 23ºC. A day later, I took my first 

steam-powered journey on British rails, riding 

‘The Jacobite’ from Fort William to Mallaig. I returned 

to Zurich with a bottle of Islay whisky, an ‘N’ gauge 

replica of the Mk 1 TSO I’d ridden on the ‘Jacobite’ and 

lots of memories and ideas on how to build my own 

little piece of Scotland in Switzerland.

Over the years, I’ve revisited Scotland on numerous 

occasions and made both online and offline friends 

who provide me with priceless knowledge and 

inspiration for my modelling projects. As a side note, 

my partner and I got married in kilts and celebrated 

our honeymoon in the far north! 

It’s a real drawback that there’s never been – and still 

isn’t – a single hobby shop in Switzerland offering 

products from Graham Farish or the like. I guess British 

outline ‘Kings’, ‘Tractors’ and ‘Sheds’ look strange to 

the continental European modeller. VAT and customs 

on items ordered online from the UK add extra cost. Yet 

my rolling stock for the West Highland Line and my 

whisky collection have still grown considerably. I’m 

still waiting for an ‘N’ gauge LNER ‘K2’ though!

I’ve developed a deeper interest not only in the 

West Highland Lines, but also in the Killin Branch, 

Kyle and Far North Lines, and I’m taking regular 

plunges into researching the Conwy Valley, Hayle 

Wharves branch lines and the Weymouth Harbour 

Railway. All of which have led to micro layout ideas 

and justified investment in non-Scottish rolling stock. 

I’m also fascinated by the little-known Leadhill & 

Wanlockhead narrow gauge railway, leading me to 

consider building a ‘OO9’ micro in future. 

That said, I love challenges and enjoy working on 

little projects that can be finished in a short period of 

time. I have already built some micro layouts and lots 

of dioramas in the past few years. And I find a lot of 

pleasure in showing them off online, either in the only 

German-speaking ‘Britische Bahn Forum’, on 

Instagram or various Facebook groups. I take special 

pride in comments on my skills making everything 

look ‘genuinely Scottish’. Especially when people 

realise where I’m situated. Such feedback gives me 

motivation to finish plans for a future ‘Highlands & 

Islands’ empire.

I want to grab the opportunity to thank Sophie 

Brown, Andrew J. Ditton, John Maher, Neil Rushby, 

Derik McLay, Paul Marshall-Potter, Amy Henwood and, 

of course, George Dent and Chris Nevard at Model Rail 
for your regular inspiration, appreciation and support. 

Ciao zämme!

Modelling Lives
7DOHV�IURP�WKH�PRGHO�PDNLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�



DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the
fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby.

As the first new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK.
DIGITRAINS now has over 12 years experience to share. 
Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 

through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 
free advice, a decoder installation service and the best 

DCC 'test drive' facility around.

Don’t leave that major purchase to chance!
Why not visit our shop? Our comprehensive 
library of loco sounds can be demonstrated.

We stock 1,000s of products from 
more than 30 leading manufacturers. 
And don't worry if you're not digital. 
We're also a traditional model shop, 

holding all the major ready-to-run lines
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t used to be said 

that the model 

railway hobby was 

‘a broad church’. 

That was back in the days 

when pretty much everything 

had to made, either from kits or 

scratchbuilt. Today, the hobby 

is a good deal broader. Back 

then, gauges ranged from ‘OO’ 

up to Gauge 1. Now we have ‘T’ gauge, ‘Z’, ‘N’, and 

‘TT’ before we reach the various gauges devised to 

make ‘4mm:1ft scale modelling more accurate than 

‘OO’ gauge. Then there are the ‘accurate gauge’ 

versions of various other scales.

Usually, each of these has its own society to 

provide advice, a forum, and sometimes bespoke 

parts and models. 

Long-time Model Rail readers may remember that 

I once expressed some thoughts about online forums, 

under the heading ‘Forum or against’. Today, railway 

modellers have lots more online options within 

social media. Model Rail’s Facebook presence with 

Skills Station and Modelling Monday, is one of many, 

providing an opportunity for modellers to exchange 

thoughts and ideas and to show 

their latest projects. 

During the prolonged 

pandemic, with clubs (at the time 

of writing in early June) still 

unable to open their doors, 

online exchanges of thoughts 

and information have been 

extremely important. But the 

‘unsocial’ side of social media has 

never been far away and I’ve noticed a divisiveness 

creeping into comments where a poster has 

bemoaned the lack of a particular ready-to-run 

model. Perhaps the tooling for a new locomotive 

doesn’t allow for the particular version they wanted 

or the manufacturer has not produced a favourite 

number/name. The responses to such a post can 

often be dismissive, rude and hurtful. “Get a 

such-and-such kit and convert it yourself.” 

“Renumber/name it and be a proper modeller, not 

just a box-opener.” 

It’s a pity that some folk have adopted this 

seemingly arrogant 

sectorising of the 

hobby into ‘real 

modellers’ and 

‘box-openers’. 

In truth, there can be 

no such distinction. 

I’ve heard some of the 

best scratchbuilders 

in the business – the 

epitome of the real 

modeller – happily 

admit that they 

couldn’t match the 

standard of finish 

and finesse of the latest ready-to-run. There’s a 

perverse one-upmanship – “I build my models. 

You just buy yours”. 

So, inevitably I wonder into which sector do I fit? 

I’ve built a few whitemetal locomotive kits. 

Most were long ago and I can’t single out any one as 

a resounding success. Few people made a success of 

them, and those who did, had exceptional 

perseverance if nothing else. On the other hand 

I have shelves of ready-to-run models to which I’ve 

done absolutely no ‘real modelling.’ 

I have only scratchbuilt two steam locomotives in a 

lifetime. The first, built at the age of about 19, was 

Midland & South Western Junction Railway Sharp 

Stewart 4-4-4T No. 17. At that time I was captivated 

by the MSWJR. I was proud that I spotted an error in 

the published drawing and my model has a correctly 

shaped cab door cut-out. I was proud, too, of my 

hand lettering, there being no suitable transfers.

I had no building experience and used 1/16in thick 

brass for my chassis frames. I could not solder this 

with my 25 watt iron and resorted to heating the 

parts on top of the paraffin heater that was used to 

heat my bedroom. 

It has never run and I’m not sure all the wheels are 

actually on the rails at the same time! Years later 

I bought an Albion Models etched kit for the GWR 

version of this locomotive, with the intention of 

using the chassis under my model. I’ve opened the 

box a couple of times and put it back on the shelf 

without even making a start.

My other scratchbuilt locomotive, the Hunslet 

2-4-2T Torridge of the Bideford, Westward Ho! and 

Appledore Railway, dates from the 1980s by which 

time I might have had a quarter-century of 

scratchbuilding experience, but I didn’t. A club 

colleague had turned a brass chimney and dome for 

a project of his own. I borrowed them and cast 

copies. I embossed rivets into brass shim and made 

an altogether better job this time. Somewhere along 

the way I lost Torridge. I loaned it out for museum 

display and I’m not sure it ever came back. Or maybe 

I told them they could keep it. Anyway, Torridge now 

exists only as a couple of colour slides.

These days I get as much pleasure from a superb 

ready-to-run model as I ever did from my meagre 

scratchbuilding record, so does that make me a real 

modeller or a box-opener? Maybe, and proud of it.

I

Modeller CV: Chris Leigh 
On a promise: A visit to a garden railway show at 
Peterborough Showground for Fathers’ Day. 

Opinion

According 
to Chris…

…there’s no room 
for one-upmanship 
in the modelling 
community.

 It’s a pity that some folk 
have adopted this seemingly 
arrogant sectorising of the 
hobby into ‘real modellers’ 
DQGbŌER[�RSHQHUVō�
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ʒOO’ GAUGE LAYOUT BERE ALSTON



All in the detail
When Bruce Hunt decided to recreate the West Devon 
VWDWLRQbRIb%HUH�$OVWRQ�IRU�KLV�OD\RXW��GHWDLOLQJ�ZDV�NH\��

&KULVb7UHYHGUD�IRXQG�RXW�PRUH�
Words: Chris Trevedra 3KRWRJUDSK\��Chris Nevard

What makes this OD\RXWbJUHDW"
Bruce has put a lot of time 

and effort into his research, and 

it shows with the end result of 

Ō%HUHb$OVWRQō��7KH�SODQ�LV�H[DFWO\�

right, the platforms are the 

perfect length and the 
EXLOGLQJV�DUH�VSRW�RQ��
,WōVbVLPSO\�VXSHUE�

“

”
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2

t is often the case that recreating a 

real-life area or scene is more taxing for 

the modeller because, in order to 

reproduce the prototype well, research is 

vital. When Bruce Hunt decided to model Bere 

Alston, he wasn’t going to cut any corners. 

Bere Alston is a picturesque station on the Tamar 

Valley Line, dating from 1890. Before Beeching, 

however, it was a busy junction on the former LSWR 

main line from Plymouth to Waterloo.

“It’s a good location,” explains Bruce, “and, as it’s 

still there, you can measure what’s needed. The 

station buildings still exist, as do the signal box, 

waiting shelter and goods shed, which always helps.”

I
So why that location?

“In the period I’m covering – 1950-65 – 

everything from the ‘Atlantic Coast Express’ to 

local stopping trains would have passed through it, 

including lots of branch line traffic, so there’s a 

nice variety of stock you can use. There’s also lots of 

operating flexibility.”

Bere Alston’s platforms are fairly short, capable 

only of accommodating five coaches, making them 

easy to model at full scale length. The Callington 

branch line, which ran from the island platform, was 

truncated in 1966, but trains still reverse here and 

head as far as Gunnislake.

Having picked his subject, Bruce visited the 
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Bruce’s incredible attention to detail – his 

persistence in measuring the prototype has paid 

GLYLGHQGV�WR�WKH�ORRN�RI�WKH�ƓQLVKHG�OD\RXW�

The wide variety of historical stock ‘Bere 

$OVWRQō�FDQ�KRVW�

Bruce’s trusted H&M controller – it’s not all 

about DCC you know!

1

2

3

things we like3“In the period I’m covering – 
��������Ŋ�HYHU\WKLQJbIURP�WKH�

‘Atlantic Coast Express’ to 
ORFDObVWRSSLQJ�WUDLQV�ZRXOG�
KDYH�SDVVHG�WKURXJK�LW”
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station multiple times accompanied by a friend and 

armed with a tape measure, and carefully took all 

the necessary measurements required to reproduce 

the station in miniature.

PURE INDULGENCE
From the start, ‘Bere Alston’ – Bruce’s version – was 

never designed to be a portable exhibition layout, he 

describes it as “pure indulgence”, and it was built in 

his garage. Beginning in 2015, planning developed it 

into a 14ft by 8ft loop with a lifting flap at the end. 

The station and accompanying Tuckermarsh Sidings 

are at one side, with a fiddleyard on the other side. 

3

4
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X Find yourself a good local model shop 

– they’re invaluable. My local store in 

Plymouth is more like a friendly social club.

X�Design your layout so that all parts are accessible 

– and will be in the future.

X�Use the best quality materials that you can 

afford – treat them as an investment for the future.

X�Don’t be afraid to experiment. If something 

doesn’t work, or it doesn’t look right, you can 

always change it.

TOP 

TIPS

BRUCE’S

5

8

7

6
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It has main Up and Down lines and a branch line 

which, in reality, descended 200ft at a 1-in-36 

gradient to Calstock. 

The layout’s strong initial construction means it’s 

built like a tank, to use Bruce’s words, using solid 

wooden framework and bracing with 12mm 

plywood over the top. All the timber was sealed, 

because the layout would be housed in a 

dehumidifier-equipped garage. Bruce runs the 

layout mainly in the summer, spending the winter 

months building and detailing rolling stock and 

cameo scenes.

Once the basics were finalised, the hard part began, 

and the painstaking research began to pay off.

“The station platforms are on a curve, and I made 

them the same length in scale. At the actual station 

I measured them in situ and worked out the curve 

angle, which I duplicated on the layout. 

“The platforms are cut from MDF and were placed 

precisely where I wanted them. I’ve laid the track 

exactly as it was at Bere Alston during the period 

I’m modelling, and I’ve used Peco Code 75 track on a 

cork underlay.”

When it came to the buildings, the urge for 

detailing came to the fore once again.

“I initially create a shell from plastic card,” 

explains Bruce, “although the station itself was 

built from local stone that’s not available in 

miniature. The nearest I could get was an embossed 

card made in Spain, which was built up in layers 

over the rigid shell.”

All but two of the buildings are scratchbuilt, each 

being painstakingly modelled on real prototypes. 

Scenery was mainly created using expanded foam 

with plaster bandages over the top, and plaster over 

that. Bruce points out that the quarry and stone 

walls are actually local stone, which was chipped 

10

11

12
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and broken down into manageable pieces.

“Static grass is a brilliant invention; I initially used 

a lot of sea moss trees, but they tend to grow brittle 

over time, so they’re all being gradually replaced. 

Luckily, the layout is set in Spring, which can hide a 

lot of things. As my modelling skills improve, I look 

at parts built a couple of years ago and think ‘I can 

do that better now’, so I often replace bits.”

For his backscene, Bruce went the extra mile and 

took a series of 40 photographs along the horizon 

from Bere Alston. By using ICE (Image Composite 

Editor) – a Microsoft image program that’s free to 

download (https://bit.ly/35eFvHK) he stitched the 

images together. Then, with the aid of a helpful 

local printer, he created a 1ft by 15ft image on 

self-adhesive vinyl, which is exactly the view you get 

from the station.

LOCAL TRACTION
For his rolling stock, Bruce 

uses a variety of locomotives 

from all the main 

manufacturers, many modified 

to represent particular 

prototypes that would have 

operated through Bere Alston 

in real life. This includes a 

number of Western Region 

locomotives that were 

frequently seen on the daily 

driver familiarisation 

workings that both the 

Western and Southern 

Regions ran. It was also 

common for the Western 

Division to divert some 

workings over the Southern 

route in bad weather, avoiding the high waves 

around Dawlish.

Bruce’s wagon fleet is made up of numerous 

kit-built examples, featuring the names of local 

companies where possible. Often he will use either 

Parkside or Ratio underframes and add on a rebuilt 

top. The coaches used on the layout are all off the 

shelf, and Bruce has a good range of Southern 

Region stock. He is keen to point out that the branch 

also used an odd mixture of cascaded stock, 

including former London suburban coaches, 

although for many years the line was home to the 

distinctive ‘Gate Stock’.

The rakes of coaches are permanently coupled, 

with Kadee couplings on each end. Like much of his 

other stock, they have been modified with pipework 

and other details, then treated to a weathered finish.

13
14

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

10
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Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Time to build: Five years

Size: 14ft by 8ft

Track: Peco Code 75

Power and control: DC and DCC

FACTFILE: ‘BERE ALSTON’

1

I’m a keen writer and I’ve published 14 books 

RQbORFDO�KLVWRU\��,�DOVR�HGLW�WZR�ORFDO�PDJD]LQHV��

,ōP�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�����VFDOH�ORFRPRWLYHV�DQG�,ōP�D�

VKDUHKROGHU�LQ�D�3HFNHWW������67��

MODELLER CV: 
%58&(b+817

2

3

4

5

7

68

9

11

12

13 14

15

17

16



36 Model Rail 289 August 2021

ʒOO’ GAUGE LAYOUT BERE ALSTON

When selecting crews, Bruce prefers 3D-printed 

figures from the Modelu range, which are being 

painted and added all the time. 

Currently, the main Up and Down lines have 

been converted from analogue to DCC, controlled 

by a Gaugemaster Prodigy system. So far, 20 

locomotives have been fitted with sound. 

Meanwhile, the branch line is still analogue 

control and runs independently, using a trusted 

H&M Clipper. But that’s due to change in the next 

month or so, as more locomotives are being 

upgraded with digital decoders.

For his points, Bruce uses DCCconcepts’ Cobalt 

slow action point motors on the scenic sections, with 

surface-mounted solenoids on the fiddleyard. 

They’re controlled by a homemade diode matrix 

network, where any one of 14 storage sidings can be 

selected at the touch of a button.

ALL ABOUT PATIENCE
Surprisingly, a layout as complex as ‘Bere Alston’ 

provided few major construction challenges.

“I’ve always worked with electronics and I’ve 

always been very hands-on,” he explains, “I was a 

Royal Navy weapons engineer. Ironically enough, 

my first tree was made when my then-ship was in 

pack ice off the Arctic. I still have it on the layout.”

If Bruce had to pick any one thing that he finds a 

bugbear, it’s weathering.

“I just don’t really have the patience or the knack,” 

he exclaims, “I use a mixture of hand-painting and 

airbrush, with mostly LifeColor acrylics.”

Building and running ‘Bere Alston’ has had many 

high points for Bruce, but two stand out for him.

“That feeling of being able to put the first train on 

the track, then sitting back to watch it go round. 

And there’s also the ‘wow’ factor, when visitors see 

it for the first time”. 

15
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19 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how

Workbench

Meet the Model Rail Expert modellers

3URMHFW�GLIƓFXOW\�UDQJHV�IURP�HDV\����������������RQH�VFUHZGULYHU��WR�YHU\�KDUG�����������������ƓYH�VFUHZGULYHUV�

George Dent
/HDUQ�IURP�RQHbRI�WKH�FRXQWU\ōV�
EHVWbPRGHOOHUV��*HRUJH�KDV�ZULWWHQ�
DbQXPEHU�RI�ERRNV�DQG�WHDFKHV�

FRXUVHV�RQ�WKH�DUW�RI�ZHDWKHULQJ��

Dave Lowery
3URIHVVLRQDO�PRGHO�PDNHU�ZLWK�
DbOLIHWLPHōV�H[SHULHQFH��+H�KDV�
SURGXFHG�FRXQWOHVV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
PRGHOV�IRU�UDLOZD\�FRPSDQLHV��

Dave Spencer
2XU�JXHVW�ZULWHU�WKLV�PRQWK�
RIIHUV�VRPH�XVHIXO�WLSV�IRU�
UHSXUSRVLQJ�QDWXUDO�PDWHULDOV�
WRbFUHDWH�UHDOLVWLF�VFHQLFV��

40 Improve wagons 
with weathering

52 Ballast your 
track better

Workbench sponsored by

46 &UHDWH�D�&ODVVb���
– in two scales!

58 Turn weeds 
into trees

54 Build a 
signal box kit
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

W
ith so many new wagons 

coming in for review recently, it 

got me wondering about how 

the proliferation of RTR rolling 

stock has reduced the need for kit-building. 

Chris Leigh’s opinion piece (page 23) also 

gave me food for thought. When it comes to 

practical versus out-of-the-box modelling, like 

Chris, I’ve always had a foot in both camps 

and see little point in drawing distinctions – or 

a hierarchy – between the two.

That said, I do prefer to add some degree of 

customisation to as much of my traction 

and rolling stock as possible. For freight 

stock, that invariably entails weathering to 

some degree and, here, I aim to show 

readers how it’s possible to create 

authentic visual effects with minimal 

equipment and materials. Just a handful of 

acrylic paints, a couple of enamel weathering 

washes, some pots of dry pigments, plus 

paintbrushes and cotton swabs are all 

that’s required. Oh, and some old 

newspaper, as some aspects of the 

weathering process can get messy. 

An airbrush can be a great asset to a keen 

‘weatherer’, but it’s not essential. True, it can 

speed up the process and minimise the use of 

those mucky weathering powders, but 

top-notch results can be achieved without it. 

So put some old clothes on, protect the 

carpet and join me on a journey to Grimesville!

George Dent shares his secrets for enhancing timber and steel-bodied wagons, 
using a basic array of tools and materials.

IMPROVE 
YOUR WAGONS
WITH SIMPLE WEATHERING TECHNIQUES

HOW TO 

P
H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P
H
Y

: 
G
E
O
R

G
E

 D
E

N
T 3 hrs per 

wagon
OO
GAUGE

N
GAUGE
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PAINTS, PIGMENTS, WASHES
�X Lifecolor acrylic paints, brushes and 
dry pigments Availability: The 
Airbrush Company 7HO�b01903 
767800 Web: www.airbrushes.com

�X MIG enamel weathering washes 
and thinners, MIG dry pigments, 
SLJPHQW�Ɠ[DWLYH��7DPL\D�FRWWRQ�
swabs, Ammo Drybrush paints, 
0Ub+REE\�PDWW�WRSFRDW�DHURVRO�
paints Availability: Scale Model 
Shop 7HO�b01422 405040 
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk 

TOOLS
�X Paintbrushes � Cotton swabs

What George used

Picking out individual planks with a variety of 

similar shades to the base colour can have a 

profound effect. With a handful of acrylic 

paints, they can be inter-mixed to create 

infinite variation. 

Brush the paint in the direction of the planks, 

so any brush strokes will suggest timber grain. 

The results may look odd at this point, but 

things will be toned down later. In fact, it helps 

to exaggerate the variance in shades a little.

1 2

STEP
BY

STEP

PLANKED VANS

The same 

process can 

be followed 

regardless of the 

wagons’ livery. 

Simply tailor the 

shades to suit. 

Here, various 

greys are being 

applied, some 

mixed with 

brown and a 

stone shade to 

suggest bare 

timber or 

replacement  

planks.

For the roof, I mixed a dark grey acrylic paint 

with some dark brown dry pigment to create a 

textured, grimy coating. The pigment thickens 

the paint a lot, so thinners may be required 

(LifeColor paints can be thinned with water).

4

5

The steel ends of this Bachmann van were 

also treated, using a flat brush and a lighter 

shade of red-brown (LifeColor’s Worn Brick). 

Work around printed number panels and 

other details where possible.

3
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

Allow the acrylic paints to dry for 24 hours 
before applying a dark coat of enamel 
weathering wash. Shake the jar thoroughly 
before opening and treat a small area of the 
wagon at a time. 

Immediately wipe away most of the wash in 
vertical strokes with cotton swabs. Depending 
on the formula, the wash may cause the 
acrylic paint to blister slightly, which is just the 
effect we’re looking for.

To make the underframe authentic, dry 
pigment and acrylic paints were combined to 
create a dark brown/grey textured shade. This 
was stippled over the entire chassis, removing 
the wheels and treating their faces too.

In order to allow dry pigments to adhere more 
effectively, a light coat of clear matt or satin 
varnish is recommended at this point, 
preferably sprayed with an aerosol over the 
entire wagon. Set aside to dry overnight.

7

10

8

11

A brush helps to dust away the excess and 
create a subtle, dusty appearance. Don’t use 
your breath to blow it away – moisture will 
cause staining. Repeat the application with a 
few different shades for more visual interest.

The 
pigments 

can also be 
brushed 
sparingly onto 
the bodywork. 
Use darker 
shades at the 
upper edges, 
which creates a 
shading effect 
under the lip of 
the roof. Earthier, 
brown shades 
suggest a 
dusting of 
‘road dirt’ from 
the rails.

13

14

Repeat the procedure, working around the 
wagon’s bodywork, one panel at a time. With 
brake vans, don’t forget to treat inside the 
verandas. The grey solebar of this LMS van was 
also treated with the dark wash. Allow to dry.

The flatter the finish of the varnish, the more 
the dry pigments will stick to the surface, so 
you can tailor the level of weathering to your 
own whims. A mix of brown and grey 
pigments were brushed over the underframe.

9

12

DRY-BRUSHING
Finishing touches can be added by 

dry-brushing certain areas with pale 
grey or a metallic gunmetal paint. Brake 
levers, door latches and handles are a 
good example, as well as sliding door 
runners, as seen on this Bachmann 
wagon. Basically, any surfaces likely to be 
burnished in use by handling or foot 
traffic will benefit from a light dry-
brushing. Ammo’s new acrylic Drybrush 
paints are perfect for this, being rather 
thick with a dense pigment. Apply with a 
flat brush, having wiped away most of the 
paint onto tissue beforehand. Gentle 
strokes will deposit a small amount of 
paint on the edges of the surfaces.

TOP 

TIP

Using a good quality flat brush, the textured 
paint mix was applied to the van’s roof, 
working from side to side. Streaking and fine 
ridges will be created, but they will mimic 
staining created by rain and gravity.

6
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Apart from picking out individual planks, a 
similar approach was taken with Accurascale’s 
‘Cemflo’ cement wagons. After unclipping the 
tanks from the chassis, they were treated to a 
coat of MIG Brown enamel wash.

Again, the wash was brushed on and most of it 
wiped away with swabs. The grey areas of the 
chassis were also treated, with a little Black 
wash added to the mix. Tamiya’s small swabs 
are great for reaching into nooks and crannies.

When the clear coat has dried, a mix of dark 
grey and brown acrylic paints, plus Dark Earth 
dry pigment, was brushed over the lower areas 
of the chassis frames. A gentle stippling action 
worked the paint around all the equipment.

After an hour or so, a variety of grey and earth 
brown dry pigments were applied liberally 
over the chassis, concentrated around the 
discharge chute. The different shades were 
built up in layers using a dry, flat brush.

1

4

2

5

After an overnight break, the wheels were 
removed before the tanks and chassis were 
sprayed with a matt varnish. These wagons 
are destined for a heavy coating of dry 
pigments, so a flat matt surface is essential.

For heavier deposits of dust, a Pigment Fixer 
solution was mixed with the dry powder and 
the solution stippled into deeper recesses and 
platform ends of the chassis, especially 
around the vacuum cylinders.

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP

CEMENT WAGONS
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOWWorkbench

Exactly 
the same 

approach was 
adopted for the 
Revolution Trains 
‘N’ gauge ‘Cemflo’, 
with enamel 
wash coats 
complemented by 
the mix of acrylic 
paint and dry 
pigment applied to 
the chassis for 
added texture. 

Following the 
clear matt 

varnish coat, the 
same mix of dry 
pigments were 
brushed over the 
chassis and 
bodywork. 
Pigment fixer 
fluid was also 
harnessed for 
adding thicker 
deposits to the 
chassis and frames.

1 2

Like the ‘OO’ models, the wheels were 
removed and the disc faces painted and 

weathered to match the chassis. It’s important to 
clean the wheel treads and 
flanges before 
the wagons 
enter 
service.

3

WHAT ABOUT ‘N’ GAUGE?

Several layers of the grey, brown and cream 
dry pigments were brushed over the tank 
barrel, working from around the filler hatches 
and using downward strokes with a flat brush 
in order to create streaking effects.

It took about half a dozen separate applications 
to achieve the desired effects, brushing away 
the loose powder. The work surface – and my 
hands – got very messy by this point! 
Be careful not to inhale the fine dust.

After reuniting the 
barrel and chassis, 

any discrepancies in 
appearance can be 
addressed with more 
pigment. A further 
coat of matt varnish 
will seal the finish. 
Re-fit the cleaned 
wheels and the wagons 
are ready for service.

7

10

8

With all loose powder brushed away, a stiffer 
brush (an old toothbrush will do) can impart 
some extra texture and streaking effects. 
Keep strokes in a vertical direction, to mimic 
the effects of rain and gravity.

9
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R2917 2800 Class BR ......£103.99
R3233 LNER D16  ............£100.95
R3235 British Railways D16
.........................................£100.95
R3242A K1 BR Early...........£116.95
R3243B K1 BR Late ...........£116.95
R3333 BR Early Adams.....£107.95
R3334 BR Late Adams .....£107.95
R3411 SR S15 .................£125.95
R3413 S15 BR Late  ....... £119.45
R3420 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45
R3421 BR 700 Class ..........£99.45
R3422  Adams SR.............£109.45
R3423 Adams BR ............£109.45
R3426 BR Late Q6 ...........£125.45
R3432 B12 BR Late .........£127.95
R3586 BR Schools Class ....£75.99
R3588 LNER B17 ...............£76.50
R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary 

Gold Plate Edition  .£183.99
R3621 LNER J36 .............£125.75
R3622 BR J36 .................£125.75
R3631 BR H Class............£116.95
R3632 BR Merchant Navy BR blue
.........................................£161.99
R3634 SR Lord Nelson class
.........................................£152.95
R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .£151.50
R3681 LMS Duchess........£184.00
R3682 BR Duchess ..........£184.00
R3727 LMS PUG ................£63.00
R3728 BR PUG ..................£63.00
R3729 LNER O1 .................£98.99
R3767 BR Terrier ...............£80.75
R3781 K&ESR Terrier .........£80.75
R3782 SECR Terrier............£80.75
R3830 Class A2/2  
 Cock o’ the North ..£170.99

R3832 LNER A2/3 Edward 
 Thompson  ...........£171.00

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.08.21. 

You must state these prices when ordering
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:
• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 
• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 
• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 
• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE.
***Please allow 7 days for clearance 

when paying by cheque***
PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 

MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 
01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk
www.herefordmodels.com
SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.
R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire
.........................................£171.00

R3857 LMS Coronation ....£170.99
R3866 Sir Winston Churchil
.........................................£197.99

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies  
 Galore set ............ £280.45
30-285  The Midlander Set .£178.45
R1180  Postal Express Set .£124.45
R1230 GWR HST train set £119.99
R2815 Southern Suburban Ltd
.........................................£159.00
R2986 Date with the Duchy
.........................................£179.90
R3093 Tornado Train Pack £116.99
R3299 1945 Going Home .£259.45
R3399 EWS Freight train pack
.........................................£184.99
R3402 Queen of Scots pack
.........................................£263.99
R3671 K1 Freight pack .....£128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .....£104.45
R3373  Class 71 BR Green  

w/panel ................£134.95
R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ..£134.95 
R3376 Class 71 BR Green £134.95 
R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .....£113.90
R3262 Class 31 DCR .......£142.45
R3473 Class 56 ...............£135.99
R3573 Class 66 GBRF ........£79.45
R3577 Sentinel graham ......£58.00
R3580 BR Class 87 ..........£139.40
R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ 

Intercity ................£139.25
R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul £162.00
R3659 Class 67 Colas ......£144.00
R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars ..£71.99
R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ......£71.99
R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn
...........................................£71.99
R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ..£153.89
R3742F Class 92 DB Romania
...........................................£98.99
R3741 Class 92 GBRF ........£76.50
R3760 Class 59 GBRf ........£67.99
R3884 Cl 60 DB  
 Cargo 60100 ........£161.99
R3885  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062
.........................................£161.99
R3901  Cl 60 Colas ...........£161.99
R3886  Cl 66 DRS ...............£66.95

R3911 GBRf Class 73 ....... £65.65 

R3920   Cl 66 Malcolm ........£66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ....£66.95

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ...............£1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins .......£2.50

R600 Straight ....................£1.15

R601 Double Straight .........£1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius.......£1.65

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad.
.............................................£2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .........£1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad.
.............................................£1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ..........£1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad.
.............................................£2.25

R610 Short Straight ............£1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing £9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing £9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ......£2.30

R618 Double Isolating Rail ..£6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ........£4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ...£1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ..£1.20

R8072 LH Point ...................£7.95

R8073 RH Point ...................£7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ......£12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ......£12.60

R8076 Y Point ......................£8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .....£12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .....£12.60

R8261 4th Radius Curve ......£1.85

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ..............£15.10

R169 Junction Home Signal
...........................................£10.35

R170 Junction Distant Signal
...........................................£10.35

R171 Single Home Signal ...£7.95

R172 Single Distant Signal..£7.95

R189 Single Brick Bridge ....£7.95

R406 Colour Light Signal ..£19.00

R574 Trackside Accessories
...........................................£12.95

R626 Point Underlay ...........£4.20

R636 Double Level Crossing
...........................................£20.15

R638 Track Underlay ........£10.55

R645 Single Level Crossing
...........................................£12.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set ......£12.65 
R659 High Level Pier Set ....£6.95

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform .......£3.45
R462 Large Curve Platform £3.45
R463 Small Curve Platform .£3.45
R464 Platform Ramp ..........£3.45
R510 Platform Shelter ......£10.95
R8003 Water Tower ............£13.55
R8007 Booking Hall ............£24.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ..............£8.45
R046 Two Way Switch ........£8.45
R047 On/Off Switch ...........£8.45
R602 Power Connecting Clip
.............................................£1.65
R8014 Point Motor ...............£6.75
R8015 Point Motor Housing ..£3.99
Hornby TTS sound decoders .£33.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest
...........................................£94.99
31-003A Robinson 04 LNER
.........................................£110.45
32-007 GWR Hall ..............£135.95
31-088 BR Black Earl ........£118.95
31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ...£118.45
31-128 BR ROD Weathered
.........................................£102.45
31-136 DC D11/2 BR ........£115.90
31-318A  LNER J11 ..........£127.45
31-434 Class 1f BR Early .....£81.55
31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ....£81.55
31-462A C Class BR Early ..£106.20
31-465 C Classs BR ............£93.46
31-480 Class G2A LMS .....£101.95
31-481 Class G2A  
 BR Early .............. £114.70
31-614 V3 BR Late ...........£110.45
31-628  DC 3F BR  

Black Weathered .....£93.20
31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul
.........................................£135.95

31-932 DC BR Compound  £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest
.........................................£112.88 

32-178A LMS Crab ...........£123.20

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank....£101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ......£101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank ....... £101.95
BACHMANN

Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E84005  Class 58 Railfreight 
redstripe ...............£157.20

E84006  Class 58 Railfreight Coal 
sector ...................£157.20

E84007 Class 58 Mainline .£157.20

E84008  Class 58 EWS weathered
 ............................£157.20

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight 
weathered ............£152.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ...£152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ..£127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley  
 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley 
 Yellow .....................£67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley  
 Green  ....................£76.45

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey ..£131.70

35-527  Cl 121 Network  
 Southeast .............£131.70

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel ..£92.45

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean  
 Goods .....................£88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods 
w.snowplough ..£94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent
...........................................£84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR ........£84.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19 £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William 
Penn  ...................£106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early ........£122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late .........£122.45

LARGE RANGE  

OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 

MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW 

B
ob Tiller, Engineering Strategy 

Director for GB Railfreight, has 

come up with a novel solution to 

address the freight haulier’s need for 

more locomotives. New-build diesels for the UK 

market are hard to come by these days owing, 

mostly, to the need to comply with emissions 

regulations and no existing ‘kit’ available to fit 

within our restricted loading gauge.

Clearly, a more creative approach was 

required, so GBRf has opted to add new EMD 

power units to an old but established fleet of 

ex-BR Class 56 diesel-electrics. Thus, Bob has 

combined English and American engineering 

knowhow to create a fascinating hybrid. 

Importantly, though, it’s a design that can be 

maintained alongside GBRf’s Class 66 fleet.

Apart from the remodelled roof and cab 

fronts, plus a new grille on one side, at first 

glance there isn’t a massive outward change 

to the new locomotives – it still looks like a 

‘56’. But when the engine is fired up, the 

ringing ‘ying-ying’ from the engine 

compartment is unmistakable! It’s a flippin’ 

‘66’ in ‘Brush’ clothing!

A ‘69’ IN MINIATURE
Having been asked to produce some 

commemorative models for GBRf, I enlisted 

the help of Simon Brooking to produce a 

set of 3D-printed roof panels, plus some 

revised underslung tanks for the chassis. 

The engineers’ drawings were kindly 

supplied by EMD Longport. GBRf/EMD also 

supplied me with a colour livery diagram and 

I asked John Peck of Precision Labels to create 

transfers in both ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge – and a 

splendid job he did too.

Funnily enough, a small detail of the livery 

was changed on the shop floor at the last 

minute, with the US and UK flags being 

arranged differently to the original plan. As I’d 

already finished my models, I had to order 

some new decals and make some alterations. 

Oh well, these things happen…

For the ‘OO’ models, Hornby’s Class 56 was 

used as the basis for the conversion and it 

Dave Lowery recreates GBRf’s newly rebuilt 
&ODVVb����ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�VRPH�
EHVSRNH��'�SULQWHG�
FRPSRQHQWV�DQG�
FXVWRP�GHFDOV�
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�X Simon Brooking 3D-printing 
Email:bsimonbrblue@yahoo.co.uk

�X Precision Labels custom transfers 
Web: www.precisionlabels.com

�X PR Model Railway Products, 
Ō2ōbJDXJH�&ODVVb���NLW�
Web: www.prmrp.com

�X Rainbow Railways 
Web: www.rainbowrailways.co.uk

�X Scale Link fretcetera, brass 
modelling components 
Web: www.scalelinkfretcetera.co.uk

Useful contacts

was a question of removing the cab front 

detail, cutting out the roof between the cabs 

and then glueing in the replacement 

3D-printed sections. The fuel tanks were also 

cut away and, again, new 3D-printed parts 

were installed in their place. The accompany-

ing demonstration focuses mainly on the ‘OO’ 

models, but I’ve also captured a few 

interesting facets of the 7mm scale project.

Indeed, a different approach was needed in 

While Dave’s ‘OO’ 

Class 69 was created from a 

Hornby Class 56, his ‘O’ gauge version 

(above) was based on a brass kit and adapted 

with a set of bespoke 3D-printed components. The 

lifelike driver figures are  from the Detailed Miniatures range 

(www.detailedminiatures.co.uk ). The last-minute alterations to the 

real 69001 meant Dave had to swap the flags around on his model too!

‘O’ gauge, as Heljan’s new RTR Class 56 is not 

yet available, so I used a metal kit from PR 

Model Railway Products. Again, the cab fronts 

had to be flattened and, having built up the 

cabs and body, sections of the roof were cut 

out, one at a time, to retain structural integrity. 

Sound decoders have been fitted to both 

‘OO’ and ‘O’ models, produced by Bryan 

Robertson who creates the sounds for Howes 

Models. Instead of the usual screaming din 

you’d expect from a Brush Class 56, the 

pseudo-Class 66 ‘ying-yinging’ is, to say the 

least, different.

Just as this article was being finalised, we 

heard the news that Bachmann is to produce 

a RTR Class 69 in ‘OO’ and ‘N’, although the 

timescale for delivery has yet to be revealed. 

In the meantime, why not follow my lead and 

create your own ‘69’? Trust me, it was great 

fun and hugely rewarding.
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW 

We start with the Hornby Class 56. There are 
two versions: the older, cheaper version is a 
prime candidate for conversion. But, if you 
want DCC gizmos, the premium version is a 
must, although it’s nearly double the price.

Remove the chassis and the cab interiors, plus 
the glazing and all handrails, placing the small 
bits in a bag. Start removing the moulded 
detail on the cab fronts, using a craft knife, 
taking small bites at a time.

The holes will need to be filled with putty 
(see Know Your Stuff, page 74). When this has 
cured, the surfaces can be smoothed down. 
It may be necessary to add more filler and 
re-abrade, until the surface is perfect.

With a razor saw, make a cut behind the cab 
roof, not right up against the bulkhead, but a 
millimetre or two away – enough to allow for 
the edges to be made good later and to prevent 
the removal of too much material too soon.

1

4

2

5

Using a coarse file initially, file away the rough 
edge to the top of the body, making sure it is 
straight and true. Follow this with a finer file to 
create a smoother edge. 

With the back of the cabs now open, a 
bulkhead needs to be added. I used plastic 
card, cut and filed to shape, then glued in 
place. When the glue has set, fill and sand any 
gaps to create a smooth finish.

I use a thin covering of UHU along the inside 
top of the bodyside and the base of the roof 
panels, plus a spot of cyano on the corners, 
which can be ‘zapped’ with an accelerator once 
the part is in place, creating an instant bond. 

With the replacement roof panels in position, 
extra cyano glue (preferably a slightly thicker 
formula) can be added from the inside to fill 
any gaps. Again, an accelerator was used to 
ensure a rapid bond.

7

10

8

11

Then, with a coarse file, take off the remaining 
detail until you’re flush with the surface. Move 
to a finer file to remove the tool marks, 
eventually finishing off with wet-and-dry 
paper wrapped around a small wooden block.

Here, I’ve used a slitting disc to cut along the 
edge of the roof line. Again, I’m working a few 
millimetres onto the ‘waste’ side of the line. 
Alternatively, drill a row of holes close to the 
line and cut away the waste with a stout knife.

3

6

These are Simon Brooking’s 3D-printed parts 
for the Class 69 contained roof panels, front 
light clusters and chassis tanks. Some parts 
require the resin supports to be carefully cut 
away with a fresh scalpel blade.

The replacement 3D-printed lamp units and 
central headlight also need to be glued in 
position, taking care to get everything aligned. 
I left the multiple working socket until later, as it 
will get in the way of the ‘whisker’ decal!

9

12

STEP
BY

STEP

&/$66����,1� Ō22ōb*$8*(
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A major addition to one of the body sides is a 
new grille. Here I have used some leftover 
grilles from the spares box. Never throw 
anything away, you just never know when you’ll 
need it The grille was secured with cyano glue.

With all of the new parts in position, give the 
model a few coats of filler primer via an aerosol 
– Halfords’ formula is recommended. Rub 
down any imperfections, if necessary, then 
spray the cab fronts Warning Panel Yellow.

Using a ruler and a mapping pen, I drew on 
the cant rail stripe along the top of the cab 
front and body side. When this was dry, the 
whole body received a few coats of clear 
gloss varnish, as a prelude to the transfers.

Once again, John Peck of Precision Labels 
worked his magic on these custom transfers, 
producing an excellent set for Mayflower, 
complete with metal-effect nameplates and 
‘cat whiskers’ for the cab fronts.

13

16

14

17

As well as parts for the bodyshell, Simon also 
3D-printed some tank sides to fit to the 
chassis. Measure the width and slice off the 
required amount of material from the old tank 
sides before glueing the new parts in place.

After final reassembly, the finished ‘OO’ gauge 
model is ready! Sod’s Law dictated that the real 
69001 would emerge with the flags applied in 
reverse order, so I ordered a set of modified 
decals, which have subsequently been applied.

19 20

Let the yellow cabs harden fully before masking 
them off with tape. The GBRf mustard was then 
sprayed, followed by GBRf blue. I used paints 
from Rainbow Railways (Tel: 07879 511403), 
which are superb and give excellent coverage. 

Highlighting the blend of UK and US 
engineering, the relevant flags straddle the 
Mayflower nameplate and with the whiskers 
bringing relief to the otherwise austere ends; 
it’s a very striking livery. Well done Mr Tiller!

15

18

To fix the 3D-printed parts to both 
models, I used a combination of 

UHU and cyanoacrylate glue (Hafix). 
While the cyano can be used to hold 
the part in place with a quick spray 

of accelerator to give an instant 
bond, the UHU sets over a couple of 
days but will be much more resilient, 

making the bond more likely to 
survive accidental 

knocks.

TOP 

TIP

Dave’s
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW Workbench

The basis for this model is the Class 56 kit from 
PR Model Railway Products. The body was 
assembled, giving a sturdy shell to work with. 
Then I cut the roof with enough room to fit the 
first replacement roof section.

Work your way along the roof, cutting away 
enough to glue in the next replacement. 
Again, I used cyano and UHU glues to fix the 
roof sections. When the glue had cured, the 
next section was cut out and replaced.

Simon Brooking 3D-printed the correct tanks, 
electronics box and sandboxes that are glued 
in place on either side of the fuel tank. They 
are specific to each side, so pay attention to 
your reference images or plans.

With DCC, the front lights need to be drilled 
out ready to accept the various LEDs. The top 
standalone headlight, plus the upper lamps in 
the light clusters, are white, while the lower 
lights are both red and white.

1

4

2

5

I used etched diamond mesh from the 
Scalelink fretcetera range (sheet number SLF 
061 2.5mm Diamond Mesh Fine) to make the 
bodyside grilles. Thin brass strip was added 
around the outside to represent the framing.

In order to assimilate with the Class 66, the 
‘69s’ have had their cab interiors remodelled 
extensively, including the driver’s consoles, 
with the addition of the power control column 
in the centre of the cab. 

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP
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3URWRW\SH�IDFWƓOH��&ODVV���

traction control system, which should make it 
more controllable.” 

The cost of all this work remains lower than 
buying new locomotives. Also, there is 
currently nothing available that meets one of 
the main criteria – standardisation. 
ŏ:HbORRNHG�DW�ZD\V�RI�HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�*%5I�
ŴHHW��EXW�NHHSLQJ�DV�PXFK�VWDQGDUGLVDWLRQ�
ZLWK�WKH�&ODVVb���DV�SRVVLEOH�Ő�VDLG�7LOOHU��
&ODVVb��V�DQG�Ō��Vō�ZHUH�DOVR�FRQVLGHUHG�IRU�
UH�HQJLQHHULQJ��EXW�WKH�Ō��Vō�ZHUH�DYDLODEOH�
straight away. They were acquired from 
8.b5DLO��ZKLFK�KDG�VHYHUDO�H[DPSOHV�VWRUHG�
DW�LWV�/HLFHVWHU�GHSRW��

ŏ:H�ORRNHG�DW�ƓWWLQJ�D�WZLQ�HQJLQH�
&DWHUSLOODU�GHVLJQ��DQ�078�9���HQJLQH�RU�
even two Cummins engines, before settling 
RQ�WKH�(0'��1����ŏ�VDLG�7LOOHU��7KHVH�DUH�
ZKDWōV�ƓWWHG�LQ�D�&ODVVb��Ő�

Richard Clinnick writes…
7KH�&ODVVb���ŴHHW��EXLOW�EHWZHHQ���������
LQ�5RPDQLD��&UHZH�DQG�'RQFDVWHU��KDG�
been nominated for a re-engineering 
SURJUDPPH�E\�(:6�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V��7KH�
RULJLQDO�5XVWRQ�3D[PDQ�SRZHU�XQLWV�ZHUH�
notoriously thirsty for fuel and, by the turn 
of the millennium, were beginning to show 
WKHLU�DJH��7KHVH�SODQV�FDPH�WR�QRXJKW��
KRZHYHU��DV�(:6�RSWHG�WR�LQYHVW�LQ�DQ�
DOO�QHZ�ŴHHW�RI�����&ODVVb��V�

Having acquired a number of 
UHGXQGDQWb&ODVVb��V��ZK\�KDV�WKH�LGHD�
RIbD�UH�HQJLQHHULQJ�SURJUDPPH�EHHQ�
UHVXUUHFWHG�E\�*%5I��RYHU����\HDUV�
ODWHU"b6SHDNLQJ�WR�RXU�VLVWHU�WLWOH�
RAILbLQb������*%5I�HQJLQHHULQJ�
GLUHFWRUb%REb7LOOHU�H[SODLQHG�KRZ�
WKHbSODQ�WRbUHEXLOG�DQ�LQLWLDO�WHQ�
&ODVVb��V�ZDV�SULPDULO\�EDVHG�RQ�D�
QHHG�WR�LPSURYH�HPLVVLRQV��VDYH�
FRVWVbWKURXJK�LPSURYHG�IXHO�HFRQRP\�
and to encourage standardisation 
DFURVV�LWV�ŴHHW��

Tiller also said that the conversion 
ZRUN�LV�PXFK�PRUH�LQ�GHSWK�WKDQ�
ZKHQ�%UXVK�7UDFWLRQ�UHEXLOW�&ODVVb��V�
DV�Ō��Vō��RU�WKH�UHEXLOG�RI�Ō��Vō��ZKLFK��
DORQJ�ZLWK�ƓWWLQJ�078�HQJLQHV�WR�+67�
SRZHU�FDUV��ZDV�DOVR�RQH�RI�KLV�
SURMHFWV���+H�H[SODLQHG��ŏ7KH�FRROHU�JURXS�
LV�IURP�DQ�(0'�*7��$&�ORFRPRWLYH��WKH�
DOWHUQDWRU�LV�IURP�D�PHWUH�JDXJH�*3�W\SH�
locomotive and the electrical cubicle was 
VSHFLƓFDOO\�GHVLJQHG�IRU�WKH�&ODVVb���
SURMHFW�WR�ƓW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&ODVVb���ERG\VKHOO�

ŏ7KH�FDE�LQWHULRU�LV�DOO�QHZ�Ŋ�WKH�%UXVK�
FRQWUROV�KDYH�JRQH�DQG�LWōV�PXFK�PRUH�
VLPLODU�QRZ�WR�D�Ō��ō��:HbKDYH�NHSW�WKH�
FXUYHG�&ODVVb���VW\OH�GHVN��EXW�RWKHU�WKDQ�
WKDW�LWōV�YHU\�$PHULFDQLVHG��7KH�IURQW�HQG�
has been redesigned and all the draughts 
have now gone. 

ŏ7KH�Ō��ō�ERJLHV��ZKHHOVHWV�DQG�
WUDFWLRQbPRWRUV�KDYH�DOO�EHHQ�RYHUKDXOHG��
2QH�RI�WKH�SUREOHPV�WKH�Ō��Vō�KDG�ZDV��
when accelerating from a stand, the 
IRXUWKbSRZHUHG�ZKHHO�ZRXOG�LQYDULDEO\�
UDLVH�XS�DQG�VXIIHU�ZKHHO�VSLQ��GXH�WR�
ZHLJKW�VKLIW��6R�ZH�KDYH�ƓWWHG�D�EHWWHU�

'HVSLWH�WKH�HQJLQHV�EHLQJ�QHZ�DQG�
FRPSOLDQW�ZLWK�FXUUHQW�UHJXODWLRQV��WKH\�
are still of a design that had been discon-
WLQXHG��+RZHYHU��*%5I�ZDV�DEOH�WR�SURYH�
WKDW�WKHLU�HPLVVLRQV�ZHUH�DQ�LPSURYHPHQW�
on what had been in the locomotive 
SUHYLRXVO\��)XUWKHUPRUH��EHFDXVH�WKH�
&ODVVb���UHWDLQV�JUDQGIDWKHU�ULJKWV�RQ�WKH�
QHWZRUN��WKH�DSSURYDO�SURFHVV�ZDV�D�ORW�
TXLFNHU��5HWDLQLQJ�WKH�PDLQ�VWUXFWXUH��
weights, bogies, motors and drawgear 
HQDEOHV�*%5I�WR�UHWDLQ�WKH�WUDFN�G\QDPLFV�
DQG�UDLO�LQWHUIDFH�RI�D�&ODVVb����DQG�WKXV�
WKH�SURMHFW�FDQ�EH�FODVVLƓHG�DV�DQ�XSJUDGH�
rather than an all-new design. 

ŏ7KHVH�DUH�D�YHU\�FOHYHU�GHVLJQ��:HōYH�
been able to shoehorn everything into a 
UK locomotive, with the work carried out 
here in the UK,” said Tiller.

Above: Unveiled on June 15, the name of 69001 

Mayflower harks back to the famous ship that set 

out from Plymouth to what is now Massachusetts, 

in 1620. It also marks the fact that the Class 69 

is a hybrid of British and American engineering. 

BOB TILLER

Left: While most of the ‘69’ fleet is due to receive 

GBRf’s house colours, 69002 (ex-56311) has been 

turned out in ‘large logo’ blue, as a homage to the 

Class 56’s BR heritage. BOB TILLER

Above: In November 2020, the former 56031 

is in an advanced state of conversion at EMD’s 

Longport works, eventually to emerge as 69001. 

BOB TILLER

Right: Prior to final painting at Eastleigh 

Works, 69001 is seen during running trials at 

the Severn Valley Railway in February 2021. 

JACK BOSKETT/RAIL
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H
ands up anyone who looks forward 

to ballasting their track?

It’s not something I usually enjoy, 

but it does have a therapeutic 

quality, which is something other modellers 

frequently tell me. Certainly, if undertaken in 

short shifts, it can be fun – particularly when 

everything goes to plan and there’s an 

interesting programme on the radio. But the 

diluting of PVA adhesive can be a pain and, if 

the glue then disturbs your neatly arranged 

scatter material, then the task can soon 

descend into a sticky mess. That radio show 

suddenly becomes irritating, and you wish 

you’d spent your time doing something else.

Wetting the freshly arranged ballast with 

water and surgical spirit, prior to the applica-

tion of the glue, helps enormously. This can be 

done with an airbrush or plant mister, and this 

simple step reduces the friction on the surface 

of the stone chippings, allowing the thinned 

glue to penetrate the material more effec-

tively. But that does add more time and effort 

into the equation.

So imagine my elation when ready-to-use 

ballasting glues began to appear a few years 

ago. The latest of which is this new glue from 

Geoscenics, supplied in a 500ml plastic bottle 

with a handy nozzle cover to keep the contents 

fresh after breaking the seal. The glue is white 

and has a thin viscosity, although not as thin as 

I’d anticipated. There’s very little odour, save 

for the feint whiff of traditional PVA.

After a thorough shake, I tried applying the 

glue direct onto a variety of real stone ballast 

chippings (also from the Geoscenics range) 

and, to my surprise, the glue penetrated the 

material almost instantly, without disturbance. 

There was no need to mist the ballast before-

hand with water and/or surgical spirit – the glue 

worked perfectly on its own. Working from the 

bottle did prove a little tricky, though. But with 

the glue decanted into a syringe, pipette or 

eye-dropper, the flow could be controlled more 

readily and the job proved even easier. Hoorah!

Geoscenics has formulated this adhesive 

specifically for use with stone ballasts and 

other similar scatter materials such as coal, so 

the glue is not only ideal for track work but also 

for creating authentic wagon loads or other 

scenic applications. Incidentally, I also tried it as 

a base for applying grass scatter and it was OK, 

but lacked the rapid ‘tacking’ of other 

proprietary adhesives for this purpose, so I’ll be 

sticking to using it for its primary purpose.

In terms of coverage, it’s always hard to 

quantify, as much depends on the depth, type 

and size of ballast involved. However, for my 

one metre-long ‘O’ gauge diorama, employing a 

mix of ‘OO’ and ‘N’ gauge limestone ballast, 

I used less than a quarter of the 500ml bottle. 

On this evidence, Geoscenics’ glue offers good 

value, especially when considering the level of 

performance and convenience. And, for a 

limited time, you can save a few bob with our 

exclusive reader offer (see panel, right). 

To conclude, this new glue is definitely worth 

trying. It could revolutionise how you ballast 

your track and fill your coal bunkers, taking 

away much of the drudgery of a vital scenic 

task. Indeed, I will now try it on a steam 

locomotive’s coal load. Watch this space…

George Dent has been testing a new ballast glue from Geoscenics – and he’s impressed!

BALLAST YOUR 
TRACK – BETTER!

HOW TO

BALLASTS
�X *HRVFHQLFV�Ō22ō�DQG�Ō1ōbJDXJH�
OLPHVWRQH�EDOODVW���NJ�EDJV�
�e�����bHDFK��Tel: 07811 673341 
Web: www.geoscenics.co.uk

TOOLS
�X Spoons

�X 6\ULQJH�DQG�SLQSRLQW�DSSOLFDWRU�WLS

�X 3DLQWEUXVKHV

�X +DOIRUGV�UHG�R[LGH�DQG�.KDNL�
FDPRXŴDJH�DHURVRO�SDLQWV

�X 7UDFN�UXEEHU

What George used

1 hour per 
metre

MODEL Geoscenics Ballast & 
Scenery glue, 500ml

ANY
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY  

www.geoscenics.co.uk
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It’s a subjective thing, but I generally 
prefer to use ‘OO’ and ‘N’ gauge 

grades of ballast when working in 
7mm scale, particularly when 

portraying a branch line setting. For 
instance, with this ‘O’ gauge diorama, 

Geoscenics’ ‘OO’ gauge limestone 
ballast really looks the part alongside 
the bullhead rails, complemented by 

‘N’ gauge ballast for the 
shoulders of the 

formation.

TOP 

TIP

George’s
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Exclusive reader offer
Model Rail has teamed up 
with Geoscenics to offer 
readers a £1 discount on 
500ml bottles of Ballast & 
Scenery Glue. Normally 
priced at £11.50 per bottle, 
readers can claim the special 
price of £10.50 by quoting 
MRglue1 at the checkout 
stage, when ordering direct 
from the Geoscenics website. 
The offer is valid until 
-XO\b��bDQG�LV�DYDLODEOH�
IRUbZHE�RUGHUV�RQO\��
Web: www.geoscenics.co.uk

Fix the track in place. The track can be 
painted if desired. Using Chris Nevard’s 
technique, I applied light layers of red 
oxide, black and khaki aerosol paints 
(wearing a mask).

Allow the paint to dry before spooning the 
ballast over the track. I like to decant the ballast 
from the bag into a tub to minimise spillage. 
Sprinkle the material between the sleepers and 
along each outer edge of the rails.

Use a flat brush to distribute the ballast 
evenly around the sleepers, so that it sits at a 
uniform depth and covers the plastic 
webbing beneath the rails. This stage takes a 
little time, so work on short sections at a time. 

When happy with the arrangement of the 
ballast, the glue can be applied. I tried 
pouring it straight from the bottle at first, but 
the flow of the thin glue was tricky to control 
and I made a bit of a mess.

Instead, I loaded the glue into a plastic 
syringe, which allowed for greater control. 
The glue penetrates the loose ballast easily. 
Flood the gap between each sleeper and 
allow the fluid to work through the chippings.

In a matter of seconds, the milky glue will 
seep into the ballast. If any areas remain 
dry-looking, add a little extra glue. Continue 
with this approach and then repeat the same 
process along each outer edge.

1

4

2 3

5 6

There’s plenty of time to make any adjustments 
if the ballast is disturbed by the glue or the 
syringe tip. I had little cause to intervene, save 
for a few areas, which were tamped down 
lightly with the handle of a paintbrush.

I like to apply a finer grade of ballast to the 
shoulders of the track formation, so ‘N’ gauge 
branded chippings are being applied here, 
contrasting nicely with the ‘OO’ bag of ballast 
used around the sleepers.

Again, the Geoscenics glue was applied with 
the syringe. With the syringe tip just above the 
surface, I ran the glue along the upper edge 
and allowed gravity and capillary action to let 
it seep down through the loose material.

The glue is great at penetrating the ballast 
chippings without disturbing them, even if 
applied in generous amounts. And yet it’s 
thick enough not to run off down the sides of 
this embankment!

After an overnight rest, the glue had set just 
enough to allow work to continue. Before 
starting on the greenery, I cleaned the heads 
of the rails with a track rubber. The ballast will 
need a couple of days to harden completely.

10

8 9

11

STEP
BY

STEP

7
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T
he traditional timber-built signal box is 

a quintessential feature of the British 

railway landscape. Conjuring up an 

image of a bygone age, with the 

sound of bells, clanking levers and comfy 

chairs beside a stove, the signalman’s lot 

always looked to be an idyllic one, especially on 

a rural branch line.

A signal box is an equally important element 

of a model railway, so the appearance of a new 

kit is always welcome. The folks at Osborn’s 

Models of Bideford have been working on a 

number of kits recently, including this attractive 

GWR design. Based on Kentsford Signal Box, 

which once stood on the Minehead branch, 

between Watchet and Washford, the kit is being 

offered in both ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge. Another kit 

has also been released, of a larger Great Eastern 

design, again in both 4mm and 7mm scales.

The kit comes in an attractive package and 

contains several sheets of laser-cut plywood 

and card, plus pre-cut glazing panels. Assembly 

is straightforward, aided by tab-and-slot 

construction which helps the walls to marry up 

neatly and effectively. Indeed, the finished 

structure is very robust. 

There’s also plenty of scope for customisa-

tion, and the windows can be posed open if 

desired. Interior fittings are provided, including 

an 11-lever frame, with corresponding locking 

bars for the lower floor, plus a tablet machine, 

block instruments and a wall clock. There’s also 

a 3D-printed pot-bellied stove, flue and 

signalman figure.

Extra details can be easily sourced, such as a 

set of fire buckets, chair, ledger desk, tea caddy 

(and the essential cat!) from various sources, 

including Peco and Modelu, while it’s a simple 

task to draw or print your own track diagram. 

Holes have been provided in the floor and base 

to allow for easy installation of interior lighting, 

which is a helpful touch.

One of the things I like most about the kit is 

the delicate grain texture of the real wood 

components. This is very important for a timber 

building, especially in 7mm scale and, after a 

few light coats of acrylic paint (no need for 

primer) the grain texture is retained to the 

planking and exterior framework.

Providing an enjoyable modelling project, 

the kit went together very well, with no 

difficulties encountered. The instructions 

recommend painting virtually all of the parts 

before assembly and, while I thought this was a 

little unusual, it did prove to make the assembly 

stage so much easier. So, it does pay to read the 

instructions after all!

14 hrs
MODEL Arch Laser ARCH04 GWR Small Signal 
Box (11-lever) kit�X�Price £39.95

O
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Osborn’s Models 
Web: www.osbornsmodels.com
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Osborn’s Models 
has developed an 
exciting new range of 
laser-cut signal box 
kits for various scales. 
George Dent trials 
DQ�Ō2ōbJDXJH�YHUVLRQ��
depicting a typical 
small GWR cabin.

%8,/'�$b
SIGNAL BOX KIT

HOW TO 

This great laser-cut kit from 

Osborn’s Models is part of a new 

range of signal boxes available 

in various scales. Including the 

steps, the ‘O’ gauge ‘box has a 

footprint of 150mm by 70mm.
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GLUES AND PAINTS
�X Laser-Cut Kit Glue, Speed Bond, 
Glue ‘n’ Glaze Availability: 

'HOX[Hb0DWHULDOV�VWRFNLVWV�
Web: www.deluxematerials.co.uk

�X /LIH&RORU�DFU\OLF�SDLQWV�
Availability: 7KH�$LUEUXVK�&RPSDQ\�
Web: www.airbrushes.com

What George used

LifeColor UA225 Light Stone 61 was applied to 
the interior and exterior walls, with a flat brush, 
while LifeColor UA702 Rust Base Color 
provided the contrasting shade. Both colours 
required two coats to build up an opaque finish.

Instead of paint, I treated the interior 
floorboards with enamel-based weathering 
washes, using a few different shades diluted 
with thinners. Wood dye could also be used. 
Varying the shades highlights the plank detail.

When the paint had dried, the parts were cut 
from the frets with a heavy-duty knife. Work on 
a cutting mat to absorb the pressure and 
protect the blade. Cutting gradually from both 
sides produces a neater edge.

Any raised burrs on the edges of the parts were 
flattened with a file and sanding sticks. This will 
ensure that the parts slot together nicely. It also 
removes any carbon deposits left by the laser, 
thus improving adhesion for the glue.

1

3

2

4

Fit the front and side walls around the upper 
floor, holding the parts together for a minute 
while the glue ‘grabs’ the parts. Check with a 
setsquare. I didn’t glue the base yet, using it to 
keep the structure square, helped by clamps.

Allow each wall to dry for an hour before 
adding the next element. The rear wall was 
then added, removing the base to allow access 
for the magnetic corner clamps. Wipe away any 
excess glue with a damp cotton swab.

After adding the porch, the pre-cut glazing 
panels were fixed to the window frames with a 
fine bead of Glue ‘n’ Glaze adhesive. When dry, 
the windows were glued to the walls. The base 
could then be secured in place.

The framework overlays came next, with the 
glue applied sparingly to the inner face. The 
side overlays were added first, followed by the 
front and rear wall framework, which 
overlapped the sides at each corner.

5

8

6

9

STEP
BY

STEP

TOOLS
�X 6WRXW�NQLIH�DQG�VSDUH�EODGHV

�X 6FDOSHO�DQG�VSDUH�EODGHV

�X Steel rule

�X Setsquare

�X )ODW�ƓOH

�X Tweezers

�X Abrasives

�X 0DJQHWLF�FRUQHU�FODPSV�
(www.yorkmodelrail.com )

�X 5DWFKHW�VDVK�FODPSV�

�X &XWWLQJ�mat

In the most part, the corner joints sat together 
cleanly, but a slight bowing to the front and rear 
walls had to be corrected with mini ratchet sash 
clamps. Once tightened enough to bring the 
parts together, the assembly was left to cure.

A few thin gaps were formed at the corners, 
but these were easily filled with putty when 
the glue had dried. When the filler had cured, 
the corners were tidied with a file and sanding 
sticks before the paintwork was touched up.

7

10
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Workbench

The kit includes some interior detail, including 
an 11-lever frame, token and block instruments, 
a wall clock, pot-bellied stove and a signaller 
figure. Once assembled, they were painted in 
appropriate colours prior to installation.

With the interior details installed, the rafters 
were placed in position, followed by the block 
instrument shelf. Other details could be 
added, such as a chair, ledger desk, tea caddy 
and a track layout plan.

The staircase is made up of individual treads 
which slot into the riser frames. They were a 
snug fit into the slots, so just a tiny amount of 
glue was required. Add the other riser and 
check that all is square before leaving to dry.

When the glue had cured, the outer faces of 
each riser were abraded lightly to ensure the 
tabs were flush and any glue deposits removed. 
The handrails could then be installed and, when 
complete, the paintwork was tidied up.

11

14

12

15

I tacked the roof in place with a small blob of 
Glue ‘n’ Glaze at each corner. This adhesive dries 
to a flexible film, which can be broken easily 
should I need access in future. When the glue 
had set, the roof was painted and weathered.

Plastic rod is provided for the handrails, the 
holes for which are pre-formed into the walls. 
With these in place – plus the gutter downpipes 
– the staircase could then be installed and the 
nameboard added.

13

16
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Stay sharp
TOP 

TIP

A heavy-duty retractable trimming knife is essential 

for cutting laser-cut wood parts away from the fret 

– a regular scalpel won’t be strong enough. Always use a 

sharp blade, as a keen edge will produce cleaner, more 

accurate cuts and avoid the risk of damaging the parts or 

yourself. Holding a stock of fresh blades is recommended, 

and they can be bought in a handy dispenser which keeps 

new blades safe and razor-sharp, while minimising the risk of 

cutting yourself during handling. Various brands are available 

– see your local hardware store.

The grain texture of the 

wood components shows 

through the paintwork, 

creating a truly authentic 

appearance. The finished 

structure is rugged and 

there’s plenty of scope 

for further interior and 

exterior detailing.

SEALING CAP

BOTTLE

TOP
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Workbench

I
n MR286, Peter Marriott demonstrated 

how grape stalks, poly fibres, and leaf 

scatter could create convincing scale 

trees for around 10p each. I’ve also 

worked with natural materials with some 

success, but I’m always on the lookout for 

alternatives. A winter walk along the towpath 

of my local canal provided the 

inspiration to experiment with the tips 

of a plant that, at first glance, looked like 

it had considerable modelling potential. 

WEED OR HERB?
A little research revealed that the plant 

in question was meadowsweet, a 

member of the rose family. Sometimes 

described as a weed, but regarded as a 

perennial herb by botanists, it grows in 

dense patches between 1 and 1.5 metres 

tall in damp (but not waterlogged) 

locations, such as river and canal 

banks. In summer, it has tight clusters 

of cream-pink coloured flowers. 

In autumn and winter, plants dry out 

and take on a brown-grey colour, with 

their tips covered with hundreds of seeds. 

This is the time to harvest it. 

Hopefully, this project will encourage 

modellers to be resourceful and imaginative in 

their approach to landscaping and to explore 

ways of adapting tried and tested techniques to 

new situations. It’s possible to spend time 

rather than cash on tree-making projects and 

get very acceptable results – results that will 

show the value of skill and patience and lead to 

Dave Spencer reveals how he created realistic trees using 
a blend of natural and man-made materials.

TURN WEEDS
 INTO TREES

HOW TO 

Fabric wadding – 
ZKDWbLVbLW"
Q Supplied in four grades: 2, 4, 6, 
DQGb��RXQFH��7KH�KHDYLHVW�JUDGH�LV�
FRDUVHU�DQG�VWLIIHU�WKDQ�SRO\ƓEUH�

Q Usually cut from 1 metre wide rolls, 
but smaller quantities may be 
available – a little goes a long way!

Q A 20cm by 1m offcut costs less 
WKDQbe��Ŋ�VLJQLƓFDQWO\�FKHDSHU�WKDQ�
proprietary modelling products.

Q Costs nothing if recovered 
IURPbGLVFDUGHG�SDGGHG�VKLUWV��
jackets, certain soft furnishings etc. 
0DNH�VXUHbWKDW�WKH�JUDGH�DQG�
WH[WXUHbLV�VXLWDEOH�

Q White as supplied, so needs to be 
pre-coloured before use. Spray-
painting is highly recommended to 
maintain its texture. Dilute paints 
�DQGbZDWHU�EDVHG�JOXHV��DSSOLHG�E\�
brush will ruin it.

30 mins 
per tree
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EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

Using meadowsweet stalks as 

the basis, in conjunction with 

proprietary foliage products, can 

create a very convincing scale 

tree for a very modest cost.

Autumn or winter is the time to harvest meadow-

sweet, as the plant dries out and turns a brown-

grey colour, with seeds appearing at each tip.

Left: Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria) is a weed to some, but botanists 

class it as a herb. ALAMY

a real sense of achievement. If you mess things 

up, you’ll learn from your mistakes but won’t 

feel you’ve wasted money. 

While these trees have been created for a 

4mm scale layout, the techniques could easily 

be adapted for other scales. I doubt whether 

any of my trees were produced for as little as 

10p, but the overall cost of small quantities of 

the materials listed was a fraction of the price of 

good quality ready-made items of a similar size. 

Some of my better trees, positioned around the edges of my latest micro layout to complement the photo-

graphic backscene. The tall and medium-sized trees are typical examples, created by fixing a small bunch 

of meadowsweet strands together and foliating them with a blend of parsley and Greenscene products.  

Completed examples
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MATERIALS
�X Meadowsweet plant stems 

�X Tacky PVA and impact adhesives

�X Cyanoacrylate

�X Acrylic paints

�X Fabric wadding

�X Fine wire

�X 'HFRUDWLQJ�ƓOOHU

�X Green weathering powders

�X Leaf scatters

�X ([WUD�ƓUP�KROG�KDLUVSUD\

TOOLS
�X Sharp, pointed nail scissors

�X Old paintbrushes

�XWire cutters

�X Tweezers

�X Cocktail sticks

What Dave used

1

3

2

4

5

7

6

8

STEP
BY

STEP

STEP 1: PRELIMINARY WORK

First, I removed as many seeds from the meadow-

sweet stems as possible without damaging the fine 

tips. Dried meadowsweet can be flimsy, but can be 

strengthened by soaking in dilute PVA for a couple of 

hours. While damp, the stalks were gently straightened 

and shaped. When dry, it could withstand gentle han-

dling but remained slightly brittle. Once the foliage has 

been added it can be handled with more confidence. 

Individual lengths can be used to make generic 

trees, large woody shrubs, and small saplings. 

Ideally, trees need a little work to thicken their trunks 

(see Step 3) but they can be planted close to dense 

undergrowth to disguise the fine stems. Trees with 

a more complex structure require extra attention. 

I started by laying a number of stalks together and 

adjusted their position until they looked like the real 

thing. A few side branches were broken off where 

necessary. My example has stems held together 

temporarily with a plastic tube that originally 

protected the bristles of a paintbrush. 

STEP 2: BONDING PLANT 

67(06b72*(7+(5�

If you’ve ever made trees from wire or cable, you’ll 

be familiar with what follows. Lengths of fine florists’ 

wire were twisted around the base of the stalks to hold 

them together, leaving just enough slack to enable 

them to be moved around if required. Cotton thread or 

freezer bag ties will also work. Once you’re satisfied, a 

permanent bond can be made by applying neat PVA, 

universal adhesive, or cyanoacrylate glue, avoiding the 

plastic tube so that it could be removed for re-use. 

STEP 3:�,03529(�6+$3(�$1'�675(1*7+

A layer of decorating filler mixed with a little PVA and 

water-based paint is a good way of concealing the way 

the trunks have been made. Carefully applied filler 

will also improve the shape of single stem trees, while 

simultaneously strengthening them. 

I chose a piece of real tree bark to use as a colour 

guide, then mixed Humbrol matt acrylics 29, 102, and 

64 to match it. The paint was stirred into the wet plaster 

and spread slowly and carefully onto the stems, adding 

a few irregularities. It was left to dry thoroughly. Each 

part-made tree was lightly spray-painted with Humbrol 

acrylic 155 (Olive Drab) to blend the colours together. 

STEP 4:�'(7$,/,1*�7+(�7581.6

The thickened trunks were dry-brushed with Tamiya 

XF4 (Yellow Green) and XF55 (Deck Tan). Some model-

lers may prefer to take the detailing process further. 

Very fine brown/green scatter can be sprinkled onto 

tacky PVA (to add texture), and green weathering 

powders will simulate moss or algae. Dark green 

scatter material glued onto fine strands of hessian (or 

similar) will simulate ivy.

STEP 5:�35(3$5,1*�$�)2/,$*(�0(6+

Fabric wadding was used to represent fine twigs. 

Offcuts of various grades can be purchased very 

cheaply from high street fabric stores. Humbrol acrylic 

155 (Olive Drab) was sprayed onto my samples from an 

aerosol can, giving the wadding a little more ‘body’.

STEP 6:�$77$&+,1*�7+(�)2/,$*(�0(6+

Small amounts wadding were cut into random shapes 

and teased out thinly, then fixed carefully to the frame 

of each tree. Undiluted tacky PVA, impact adhesive, 

and cyanoacrylate all worked well. Once dry, the mesh 

was trimmed into realistic shapes.

 

STEP 7:�&+226,1*�/($)�

6&$77(5b0$7(5,$/6

I prefer the appearance of relatively small, thin, and 

roughly oval-shaped leaf scatters because they look 

remarkably like the real thing. I’ve never been able to 

make my own, so I chose products by Greenscene, 

Javis, and Noch. I discovered that some herbs – such as 

dried parsley and basil – are cheap and can also look 

authentic, provided that individual fragments are not 

over-scale. All these products can be used as supplied 

or mixed to give realistic colour blends. For example, 

a little basil mixed with pale or medium greens can 

produce a faded, late summer appearance.

STEP 8:�$33/<,1*�7+(�/($9(6

Rather than use spray glue, I dabbed neat, tacky PVA 

onto small sections of the foliage mesh with a brush, 

then sprinkled on leaves sparingly. Because the glue 

was targeted, I felt in control of the process. The leaves 

didn’t stick onto any wayward spray glue that had fallen 

randomly onto the trunk and branches, so there was no 

need for tidying up afterwards. I managed to create a 

realistic ‘lacy’ appearance as the leaves were gradually 

added – exactly the outcome I was hoping for! 

I found it best to work on a small area at a time, add-

ing thin layers of leaves. Entire trees took 5-15 minutes 

to complete (depending on size). Once dry, a quick 

spray with acrylic matt varnish or hairspray helped the 

trees to retain their overall shape.



 

1

Highlands and lowlands

Timeless scenes
After holidaying in Scotland as a child, Mike Le Marie decided to recreate 

a Highland scene for his Kinlochlaggen layout. Chris Trevedra ventures 
north of the border to take a look. 
Words: Chris Trevedra  Photography: Chris Nevard
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A challenge with all layouts, but particularly hilly ones, is to make it look as though the line came second, even when we build it ƓUVW��0LNH�KDV�GRQH�D�VXSHUE�MRE�of making it look as though the line has been carved 
LQWR�WKH�ODQGVFDSH�
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT KINLOCHLAGGEN

he rolling and rugged scenery of 

Scotland with its picturesque but lonely 

routes has long been a source of fascination 

for both modellers and enthusiasts alike. 

Having spent much of his childhood there on holiday 

with his parents, Mike Le Marie knew where to turn 

for inspiration when he began planning his next 

‘N’ gauge layout in 2017.

Mike had become particularly interested in the West 

Highland and Kyle of Lochalsh routes, and quickly 

decided that the new layout needed that kind of wild 

atmospheric feel, although without being based on any 

singular location. Having stuck a pin in the map he 

came upon Kinlochlaggan which, with a suitable 

change of one vowel, became ‘Kinlochlaggen’ and 

work duly began with it taking two years to build in 

his carpeted, heated and insulated garden shed.

From the start, ‘Kinlochlaggen’ was designed to be 

exhibition standard and to be able to fit into an estate 

car. Portability of layouts has been a prime 

consideration for Mike since his days in the RAF, when 

he’d take his layouts with him between postings – 

something facilitated by the more convenient 

dimensions of ‘N’ gauge. The concept also imagined 

‘Kinlochlaggen’ to be essentially timeless, with its 

rolling stock covering the late steam period, through 

the diesel transition and Rail Blue eras to virtually the 

present day. The near-untouched fabric of many of 

Scotland’s more isolated stations and lines meant that 

this has proved relatively easy to incorporate.

T

2
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Nothing helps to reinforce the hilly nature of the 

layout more than a stream falling down the hillside.

The seamless backscene. Mike’s method is very 

effective – we might even give it a go ourselves!

1

2

Things we like

Rather than running wires underneath the layout, 

all of Mike’s point motors are behind in the 

ƓGGOH\DUG�Ŋ�HDVLO\�DFFHVVLEOH�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�SUREOHP�

3
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Some aspects are based on real-life scenes, such as 

the wall featuring an integrated entrance at road level, 

similar to that seen on Balquhidder station on the 

Callander-Oban line.

CONTOURS AND CONSTRUCTION
Initial construction of the layout began with boards 

made from Styrofoam and plywood with a 

honeycombed substructure. To this was added the 

scenery, which includes carved Styrofoam for 

contours. These were then overlaid with 

Sculpamould, painted earth brown and completed 

with Woodland Scenics materials. To create 

‘Kinlochlaggen’s’ roads, thin plywood was used, 

while such scenic features as the waterfall 

incorporated a mix of real gravel and stones.

The layout’s buildings are a mixture of kits and 

scratchbuilt models.

“The station platforms are just standard Peco edging 

and built-up plastic card,” notes Mike, “while the 

buildings are Metcalfe kits. The signal box is overlaid 

with downloaded planking. It’s also likely that at some 

point the station will be replaced.”

Mike’s backscene is also something of which he is 

justifiably proud. Often a bone of contention with 

modellers, he thought of a method to get round what 

many people see as more of a chore than a pleasure.

“I wanted it to be all one piece and printed onto 

2mm Styrofoam. I found what I was looking for, and 

the proprietor agreed to send the file to a local printer 

who then machine-mounted it onto the backing.

“This means it can be rolled up for movement and 

“The station platforms are 
MXVWbVWDQGDUG�3HFR�HGJLQJ�DQG�
EXLOW�XS�SODVWLF�FDUG��ZKLOH�WKH�

EXLOGLQJV�DUH�0HWFDOIH�NLWV”

6

7
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT KINLOCHLAGGEN

there are no wrinkles on the backing – especially on 
the curves. It was mounted using rollers and heat and 
that’s worked really well. I’m very pleased with it.”

ROLLING AND DABBLING
‘Kinlochlaggen’ uses a variety of stock, although it’s 
mainly a mixture of Graham Farish, Dapol, CGM and 
Revolution. Mike prefers his rolling stock ready-to-run, 
although he admits he does sometimes dabble in 
customising and kit-building.

“I do dabble a little, yes. My box vans are N Gauge 

Society kits, while I added things like tarpaulins to 
wagons and the ScotRail brandings to the blue and 
grey coaching stock. 

“I’m very fond of my new green and cream West 
Highland coaching stock set, although I do also run 
things like maroon Gresley and Stanier coaches and 
blood and custard Thompsons.”

In terms of control, ‘Kinlochlaggen’ has been 
somewhat of a DCC experiment for Mike. It features a 
single line, passing loop and freight yard, and can be 
controlled from a single handset – no control panel at all. 

8
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“I use a Gaugemaster Prodigy controller,” 

explains Mike, “while all the points in the 

fiddleyard are controlled by standard Peco 

point motors, the ones on the front are controlled 

by DCCconcepts Cobalt point motors through 

wire and tube.”

Solo operation of the layout is possible, but it 

‘takes an awful lot of concentration’ says Mike. 

He adds: “It works fine for two people as one can set 

the route, while the other controls the trains and 

remembers which train has which DCC code.”

9

10

11

“I use a 
Gaugemaster 

Prodigy controller, 
while all the points 

LQ�WKH�ƓGGOH\DUG�
DUHbFRQWUROOHG�

E\bVWDQGDUG�3HFR�
point motors”
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT KINLOCHLAGGEN

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

In fact, Mike is considering incorporating a more 

conventional panel for points and DCC equipment for 

train control alone.

Building ‘Kinlochlaggen’ posed few challenges for 

Mike, with minor aspects such as getting the river 

carved out efficiently and getting the curves 

incorporated in the hidden section being the main 

issues. During initial runs, long wheelbase stock might 

derail, but this was eased, and it is now suitable for 

even Mk 3 coaches and longer wagons.

For Mike, exhibiting the layout remains a high point, 

and it’s always gratifying for him to hear compliments 

on his work. He’s also pleased that there are few 

derailments, with most ‘being down to operator error’, 

as he wryly puts it. 

So, what does the future hold?

“I have another layout planned for the winter,” 

smiles Mike. “I’m more than happy with 

‘Kinlochlaggen’, but I want to try something new.” 

12

13
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Gauge and scale: ‘N’

Time to build: 2 years

Size: 8ft by 2ft

Track: Peco Code 55

Power and control: DCC

FACTFILE:  
‘KINLOCHLAGGEN’

2
ft

8ft

,�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�6XUUH\��DQG�P\�ƓUVW�

PHPRULHV�ZHUH�RI�VWDQGLQJ�ZLWK�

P\�PRWKHU�DW�%DUQKDP�VWDWLRQ��

DJHG�IRXU��ZKHQ�DQ�XQ�UHEXLOW�%XOOHLG�Ō3DFLƓFō�

OLIWHG�LWV�VDIHW\�YDOYHV��6KH�ƓQDOO\�FDXJKW�XS�

ZLWK�PH�����\DUGV�IURP�WKH�VWDWLRQ�DQG�VWLOO�
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MIKE LE MARIE

13
4

11

7

6
8



70 Model Rail 289 August 2021

NewsKnow your stuff
This is where our team of experienced modellers answer 
YOUR questions. Email your queries about railways – real or 
model – to modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk

Peter Marriott
Rumour has it that 

MR’s resident scenery 
buff even uses  

a Gras-Master on 
KLVbRZQ�IURQW�ODZQ���

Chris Nevard says: The various lamps 

around the yard were created using 

some test 3D prints from Modelu 

(www.modelu3d.co.uk), based on a 

Sugg’s design which seemed to be 

employed at many railway locations 

around the UK. Just the heads of the 

lamps were 3D-printed, leaving me to 

fashion the supports and posts myself 

from various bits of brass wire. 

I mounted some of them to Ratio 

plastic telegraph poles, while I also 

made use of an old wooden paintbrush 

handle to create a timber post. The 

lamps were a little fiddly to make, but 

well worth the effort. Indeed, making 

small details like this can be great fun, 

especially if you’re not in a hurry.

As for the water columns, these were 

also great fun to build. Looking at 

prototype images of Princes Pier shed, 

the columns were quite unusual. 

I certainly couldn’t find anything 

remotely similar in kit form, so I had to 

make them from scratch.

The columns started life as dispos-

able ballpoint pens and the square 

tops were formed from sections of 

plastic card glued into a box shape. 

The filling ‘bags’ are strips of masking 

tape rolled into a cylinder and flattened 

randomly. Both the texture of the 

cloth-backed tape and the creased 

surfaces capture the look of the real 

thing, especially once paint and 

weathering have been applied.

Another detail from the layout is also 

worth mentioning: the cosmetic yard 

point levers were fabricated from brass 

wire and plastic card. Unlike delicate 

proprietary levers, these can survive the 

inevitable meeting with a track rubber! 

MORE SECRETS OF 
GREENOCK PRINCES 
PIER LOCOMOTIVE SHED

I really enjoyed Chris Nevard’s article about his model of 

Greenock Princes Pier locomotive shed in last month’s 

Model Rail. I’d be interested to know how he created the water 

columns. I’m guessing they were built from scratch? And who 

made the lovely yard lamps? 

C. Ramsden, by email

Keep up to date 

with Model Rail 

News online.

George Dent
MR’s editor and chief 
PRGHO�PDNHU�FDQ�RIIHU�
DGYLFH�RQ�DOPRVW�DQ\�

VXEMHFW��

Chris Nevard
MR’s ace 

photographer has a 
VKDUS�H\H�IRU�GHWDLO��
both in front of and 

EHKLQG�WKH�OHQV�

Chris Nevard’s re-creation of 

Greenock Princes Pier shed featured 

in last month’s Workbench pages.

Dave Lowery
3URIHVVLRQDO�PRGHO�
PDNHU�ZKRōV�EHHQ�

WKHUH��GRQH�WKDW�DQG�
got the T-shirt!

Chris used a mix of scratchbuilding and 

kit-bashing in order to recreate this distinctive 

steam shed scene – read the full story in MR288

Cosmetic point levers are available as 

scenic accessories, but many of them 

can be fragile. You can make your own 

from brass wire, shaped with a pair of 

round-nose pliers.

The attractive Victorian-style yard 

lamps were created with 3D-printed 

components from Modelu, mounted 

onto wire supports. 

Following what could be seen in old 

photographs, the brass wire was shaped 

into brackets to allow the lamps to be 

hung from telegraph poles – Ratio’s 

trusty poles can be easily modified 

and can look very convincing with 

the addition of lanterns, which were a 

common feature of railway yards. 
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With the addition of 

plastic card weights 

and planked decking, 

the levers look the 

part. Being fixed into 

holes drilled into the 

baseboard means that 

they’re resilient too.

For this imposing lamp, Chris created a timber post from the 

wooden handle of an old paintbrush, filed to a square profile. Again, 

a few lengths of brass wire created the supports and pipework.

With nothing remotely 

similar available in kit form, 

the unusual water columns 

were scratchbuilt. Plastic 

ballpoint pens provided the 

posts and the box-shaped 

tanks were fabricated from 

plastic card. The limp ‘bags’ 

were formed with flattened 

cylindrical rolls of cloth-backed 

masking tape. A very cheap, 

but convincing solution!
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It’s not essential, but unscrewing the bogies 
allows easier access for dismantling. Be sure 

to keep the two small screws in a safe place.

Cut about 10 shims of 1mm thick plastic 
sheet and begin by pushing them between 
the coach sides and chassis. After inserting 
a few along one side and gently prising the 
bodysides open, it should be possible to see 
the retaining clips. 

Repeat the shimming along the other 
side, manipulating the sides outwards 
slightly to disengage the clips. A little more 
force may be needed at the corners to free 
the ends. A flat screwdriver will help, but 
work carefully.

The body will then lift away, revealing the 
three retaining clips on each side of the 
chassis/body. The interior can be pulled out 
by gripping the moulded floor section with 
a set of pliers. Reassembly is simply a case 
of clipping the parts back together.

1

32 4
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I wish to fit lighting in 

some Bachmann Mk 1 

Suburban carriages. 

However, I’m not sure 

how to remove the bodyshells. 

Should I leave well alone, as I don’t 

want to damage them? 

David Kean, by email

BACHMANN ‘SUBS’ ACCESS
George says: Bachmann Branchline’s ‘OO’ BR 

Suburban stock is deceptively easy to 

dismantle… but only if you’ve done it before 

and know where the hidden retaining clips are 

located. There are no obvious, outward signs, 

so it took me a while to work out how to do it 

for the first time. The fit of the parts can be 

quite tight, so care is required to avoid 

damage to the plastic bodywork.

Reassembling the carriage is much easier, 

as everything simply clips back together. 

However, note that the inner clips are located 

off-centre, to ensure that the chassis is 

re-fitted the right way around. So be sure to 

check that the clips and slots align before 

trying to push the body and chassis together.

Ron Naman says: My retirement project was to 

build a large ‘OO’ layout, which has about 200ft 

of track. I found that Flexitrack seemed to have 

a mind of its own and, using the tried and 

trusted method of fixing the track with pins, 

even using templates, didn’t quite give the 

smooth curves and junctions that I sought to 

achieve. I used the standard track spacing 

of 2in and minimum radius of two feet, 

as advised by Cyril J. Freezer, but found 

that as soon as I fixed and tested the 

second outer track, modern rolling 

stock clashed on the curves. 

I decided that I didn’t want to fix the 

track in position with pins until I was sure 

that it was in the right place. Instead, I fixed 

the track down temporarily with small 6mm 

long screws fitted between the sleepers with 

small washers which overlapped the sleepers 

on each side. This allowed the track to be 

moved to either side by simply loosening the 

screws slightly and retightening. If more 

adjustment was required, I simply drilled 

another hole in the baseboard between the 

adjacent sleepers in an offset position.

The washers fit snugly between the rails and 

do not interfere with trains during track testing 

and the screws were tightened just sufficiently 

to hold the track in position without 

deforming it. When electrical and 

clearance testing was complete, I then 

pinned the track in position and 

removed the screws. Sleepers were 

pre-drilled to avoid the pins deform-

ing them. The ballast filled the tiny 

holes left in the baseboard by the screws. 

Most of the track on my layout is curved, as 

the main line is arranged as a folded figure of 

eight to avoid seeing trains going around in 

circles. This method of temporarily fixing down 

the track enabled me to achieve the smooth 

flowing curves that I desired.

READER’S TIP   GET YOUR CURVES RIGHT
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SIMPLE TIPS FOR ADDING 
REALISM TO ROAD VEHICLES

A: George says: This is something of a 

perennial question, as the proliferation of 

die-cast road vehicles for ‘N’, ‘OO’ and ‘O’ has 

been a real boon for modellers in the past few 

decades. Their high gloss paintwork does stand 

out, however, but it can be toned down simply 

by applying a satin or matt varnish. 

The clear coat is best sprayed from an 

aerosol or airbrush, to produce an even finish. 

Some preparation is required though, including 

cleaning the surface of any debris or finger-

prints. Unless the model can be dismantled, the 

glazing will need to be masked off.

Once the clear coat has been applied and left 

to harden completely, a dark weathering wash 

can be run into the panel seams and other 

recesses, to increase the definition in the 

surface relief. Tidying up any excess with a 

cotton swab dipped in thinners will keep the 

bodywork appearing clean. The shade of 

weathering wash can be tailored according to 

the underlying colour – the darker the ‘livery’, 

the darker the wash will have to be. Acrylic or 

enamel washes are suitable, although I prefer 

enamel washes as their slower drying time 

allows for easier manipulation and tidying up.

If you do feel the need to add a little road 

dirt to the tyres or bodywork, Tamiya’s 

Weathering Master packs are perfect for the 

job. The supplied applicator sponge and 

brush allow the pigments to be subtly 

deposited, while the satin or matt clear coat 

will aid adhesion. Indeed, matt varnish will 

greatly increase the adhesion factor of any 

weathering paints, pigments or powders.

Q: I’m looking to improve the look of die-cast 

cars. I want to reduce their shininess and 

make them look at home on my layout, 

without wishing them to look dirty.

Trevor Carey, Whitstable

PRODUCTS:
�X:LOGHU�4XLFN�0DVN�ŴXLG�Availability: 

7KHb$LUEUXVK�&RPSDQ\�Tel: 01903 767800 
Web: www.airbrushes.com

�X 0U�+REE\�3UHPLXP�7RSFRDW��6HPL�*ORVV�
RU�)ODW�

�X 0,*�:HDWKHULQJ�ZDVKHV��'DUN�RU�1HXWUDO�
VKDGHV��SOXV�7KLQQHUV

�X 7DPL\D�:HDWKHULQJ�0DVWHU��3DFN�%�
Availability: 6FDOH�0RGHO�6KRS� 
Tel: 01422 405040  
Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk

As well as panel seams, it also helps to apply 
the weathering wash to the wheel rims, 
radiator grilles or other areas with recessed 
detail. Set the model aside overnight to allow 
the wash to dry completely.

Masking fluid dries to a film, which can be 
peeled away. Loosen a corner with a cocktail 
stick, then peel the film away, taking care not to 
scratch the plastic. Don’t leave the mask in 
place for more than a few days.

If a little weathering is desired, dry pigments 
or Tamiya’s Weathering Master packs are 
ideal. Dusting the pigment over the tyres and 
the lower edges of the bodywork can impart a 
subtle coating of road dirt.

6 75

Some die-cast road vehicles can be dismantled 
easily, but others are riveted together. If in 
doubt, mask the glazing in situ before spraying 
the varnish. Masking fluid is an easy option, 
applied with a brush or cocktail stick.

Allow the clear coat to cure fully before 
applying a weathering wash (thoroughly 
shaken beforehand) to the panel seams with 
a fine brush. For rich colours such as red, blue 
and green, choose a darker wash shade.

21
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The thin wash should find its own way along 
the recessed seams and dabbing the brush at 
intervals should help it flow. If any excess gets 
on the bodywork, wipe it away with a cotton 
swab moistened with thinners.

For a paler bodywork colour, there’s no need 
for such a dark wash shade, so a lighter Neutral 
wash can be very effective, providing a subtle 
shading to the recesses. Apply it in the same 
way, swabbing away any excess if necessary.

43

This ‘OO’ Morris Oxford looks much more 

convincing after a coat of matt varnish, 

application of a weathering wash and some 

faint dusting of dry pigments around the 

tyres and wheel arches. GEORGE DENT

45
mins
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FILLING IN
When building brass or whitemetal kits, 

I’m happy filling in any gaps between 

parts with solder. When cool, the solder 

can be filed flush with the surface, 

leaving a seamless bond. If it’s a big gap, 

more than a millimetre say, then I cut a 

length of flat brass to bridge the gap, 

flood it with flux, lay a length of four-core 

solder on top, add more flux and then 

gently heat the surface with a blow torch 

flame. This has a ‘fluid effect’, allowing 

the whole joint to melt and gel together 

giving a smooth and resilient joint.

All this is fine for metal, but boy, have 

I struggled over the years trying to find a 

suitable filler for use with plastic kits and 

parts. Now that I’m using more and more 

3D-printed components, the need for a 

reliable plastic-compatible filler has 

become more urgent. I know you can’t 

solder them, which is my first love, but 

now I’ve finally found the solution, in the 

form of P38 two-part filler. Yes, it is a big 

tin, and it does whiff a bit, so always be 

sure to use it on top of a mountain or, at 

the very least, a well-ventilated room!

Using a small spatula, fetch a small 

amount of the grey compound out of the 

tin and you can use the lid as a mixing 

palette. Add a small amount of the red 

Hardener and mix thoroughly to a pink 

solution, free of any colour streaking, 

then apply the putty to the gaps or holes 

needing to be filled. My Class 69 

Mix the filler and hardener compounds on 

the inside of the lid, using a small spatula. 

The filler is ready to use once the colour 

pigment has been evenly dispersed. 

Work the filler over the parts and into the 

holes. Leave the filler sitting slightly proud 

of the surface. Allow to cure fully – an hour 

or two is usually enough – before filing and 

sanding the surface flush and smooth.

After cleaning up the dust and debris, work 

on the model can continue. After priming 

and painting, there’s no signs of shrinkage 

in the filler, leaving a flawless finish.

21 3
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conversion project (see 

page 46) required quite 

a lot of filler, making 

good various unwanted 

holes and recesses, 

along with blending in 

new components. 

The P38 filler goes off 

quite quickly, so don’t 

hang around with the 

application and don’t 

worry about getting 

things perfect yet. After 

an hour or so, you’ll be 

able to file and sand the 

surface back to a 

super-smooth finish.

No shrinking, no dips, 

this stuff just works well. 

Shrinking is one of the 

most irritating problems 

I’ve encountered with 

other fillers and putties 

over the years. The big tin 

will last for (almost) a lifetime, 

provided you keep the lid of the tin clean 

and the lid on tightly. And don’t be 

worried about using up the small sachet 

of hardener, as you can get spare 

pouches easily enough on Ebay or other 

internet sites.

A tin of P38 two-part car body filler provides an excellent medium 

for filling holes in various materials, especially plastic, resin and 

3D-printed parts. It’s readily available from automotive stores, such 

as Halfords. Aerosol-based filler primers are also recommended, 

particularly for 3D-printed components, as the thicker paint helps to 

smooth out the ripples on the surfaces. The primer needs to be built 

up over several thin coats though.

CAUTION

!
6ROYHQW�EDVHG�ƓOOHUV�PXVW�EH� 

XVHG�ZLWK�FDUH��:RUN�LQ�D�

ZHOO�YHQWLODWHG�DUHD�DQG�ZHDU�

DbIDFHPDVN�ZKHQ�ƓOLQJ�DQG�

VDQGLQJbWKH�FXUHG�ƓOOHU�

DAVE LOWERY’S TOP TIPS
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George says: Flexible rulers are great 

for measuring and marking out objects 

of any shape or size. This pack was 

found on Amazon and contains both a 

30cm and 60cm long ruler and they’re 

both highly flexible. They maintain 

whatever profile you form and have 

proven very useful for marking out 

track underlay and scenic materials 

before cutting out with a knife or saw. 

They’re not quite up to the task of 

guiding a knife while cutting – so that 

had to be done freehand. However, 

being able to mark out precise shapes 

and contours gave me a headstart.

The measuring facility also helped 

when working out the overall length of 

plastic sheet required to form a tunnel 

lining. There are countless other 

potential uses for these cheap and 

cheerful tools – a handy thing to have in 

the toolbox.

Product: Flexible rulers, twin pack 

30cm and 60cm 

Price: £8.99

Availability: Arts and crafts stores or 

www.amazon.co.uk

Tool of the month

MODERN CABLE TROUGHS, 
AND WHERE TO GET THEM

THREE CAMEO IDEAS FOR YOUR LAYOUT

1

READY TO LOUNGE: This jaunty pair of 

deckchairs, set amid a sea of flowers, look 

inviting. What better place to snooze away a 

summer’s afternoon? 

HELLO SAILOR: A contrasting pair of 

characters are waiting for the same train. 

Will they strike up a conversation, or maintain 

an uneasy silence?

2 3

UP THE ROVERS! There’s a hint that Ewood 

Town FC’s ground was built by a Blackburn 

Rovers fan. It certainly makes for an 

eye-catching addition to the townscape.

‘Paybury’ ‘Little Burford’ ‘Ewood’ 

I want to add concrete cable 

troughs and other modern 

lineside details to my layout. 

Does anyone make any 

suitable parts?

Ian Penkridge, by email

Peter says: Lineside troughs have been 

available in recent years, in ready-to-lay or kit 

form. Most recently, Bachmann Scenecraft 

added a new Lineside Troughs and Catchpits 

pack, which makes modelling this ubiquitous 

lineside ‘furniture’ quick and easy. Drainage 

is also an important part of lineside infra-

structure, so the pair of drain covers supplied 

in each pack are a bonus.

Also in Bachmann Scenecraft’s recent 

releases is packs of Kingpost Concrete 

Retaining Walls and Wood Sleeper Retaining 

Walls. Each pack contains four wall sections, 

giving a total length of around 285mm. 

These are a great help when forming 

cuttings or embankments, or for modelling 

short sections of ground stabilising works. 

All of these packs are for ‘OO’ gauge and 

come fully finished and ready to use.

PRODUCTS:
�X 44-0509 Wood Sleeper Retaining Walls

�X 44-0508 Kingpost Concrete 
5HWDLQLQJb:DOOV�

�X 44-0507 Lineside troughs and Catchpits

Price: from £10.95 per pack 
Availability: all Bachmann dealers
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‘OO’ micro

etting the best result from a 
mock-up comes from a combination 
of understanding prototype 
practice, limitations and 

opportunities available both in skill and 
materials – plus the capacity to arrange your 
work so it’s compositionally pleasing. For me, 
there’s a logical way to commence any layout 
build by identifying those things which are a 
‘given’; baseboard size and particular 
prototype building are typical examples. In the 
next section I will show you my process and 
the logic behind it as I work through the stages 
of ‘dressing’ the mock-up. 

Modelling wise I rarely have time to finish 
anything. If you factor in design, making 
improvements and, more importantly, making 
mistakes, anything ready-made or in kit form 
can only make our lot that bit easier. 

Many structures are available from the 
trade, with those for Dunster, originally made 
by Pola for Hornby, dating back some time and 
now part of Gaugemaster’s Fordhampton 
range. Bachmann also used to sell a similar 
resin station building. Grouped with other 
accessories, it’s easy to get the Dunster feel.

Based on what I’ve said, the best place to 
start on this example is with the goods shed. 

Aided by Gaugemaster’s range of ‘OO’ building 
kits, Paul A. Lunn mocks up a micro layout plan 

based on Dunster, on the West Somerset Railway.

G

Line it up with the front left-hand end of the 
layout so that it effectively blocks the view of 
any access hole in the backscene. Also, there 
should be no exposed end section of backscene 
if you set the goods shed back from the front 
edge. Furthermore, it predicts exactly where 
the goods loop line will be.

Once the goods loop is determined, you can 
position the main line with a pair of Peco 
Setrack left-hand points. Note how the spacing 
of rigid track geometry creates a reasonable 
gap between the main line and the goods 
shed’s rear wall. From this step you can also 
accurately position where an aperture needs to 
be cut in the backscene to access a non-scenic 
section beyond. 

Masterplan ‘OO’ micros
Track plans to get you thinking in three dimensions

All photos and artwork by Paul A. Lunn unless stated otherwise

INSTANT MICRO 
MOCK-UP

ENTRY LEVEL – PLANNING AND DESIGN

With the main line in position, we can now 
predict the amount of space required for the 
platform and station building and, if modelled 
fully rather than in part-relief, these initial 
steps quantify minimum baseboard width, at 
a little over 325mm (13in), with a backscene 
immediately behind the station. 

The next step is to plot length and there’s 
more opportunity for modest variation, both 
in overall baseboard (see minimum space plan 
at 1 metre long) and in structure positioning; 

goods shed could be modelled at half-length, 
station building placed anywhere on its base 
platform, provided in the kit, and although 
there is a centrally positioned oblong hole in 
the platform, this can easily be filled when the 
whole platform is recovered, for improved 
effect. You could also reduce platform length 
in the section between station building and 
signal box. 
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Once you’ve settled on linear position, you 
can start to think about detail and view 
blocking. Notice here how I’ve added 
prototypically correct trees near the platform’s 
left-hand end to distract from the backscene. 
Similarly, at the opposite end, I’ve added 
fictitious trees for the same purpose, with the 
level crossing scene acting as a distraction.  

I completed this view by adding minor 
details. Note how careful use of smaller trees 
to the rear creates a greater sense of distance

It’s really important to check every possible 
viewing angle and to make sure that each one 
can be as effective as possible both in terms of 
the entire layout and in each individual 
cameo. I’ve particularly focused on a couple 
here – down the line from the level crossing 
and, in the final modelling, I’d strive to 
improve on this view, perhaps by moving 

trees a little further away from the line, adding 
a figure or two and making sure the far 
aperture to the non-scenic section (not shown) 
is masked as much as possible. 

The image above, looking through the goods 
shed, could be very atmospheric. I might be 
tempted to use real glass in the windows so as 
not to obscure any view beyond.
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Masterplan ‘OO’ micro

Entry level is a relative term, whether starting with your 

first train set, building a scale model, moving on to 

‘EM’/‘P4’, scratchbuilding everything, and all points in 

between. Certainly, wherever you are along that line, and 

if my experience is anything to go by, you’ll want to im-

prove things and be as realistic as possible. So, with this 

in mind, let’s have a look at principal structures, compare 

how they fair against scale drawings and prototype pho-

tographs, assessing any possible modifications or maybe 

justification to accept them as they are!

ENTRY LEVEL

DUNSTER STATION GALLERY
Here you see a selection of prototype images, plus 

Gaugemaster’s GM401 (ex-Hornby R418) Dunster 

Station, compared with Eric Ilett’s scale drawings 

from Ericplans – GWR & LMS Buildings and 

Structures (Peco Publications and Publicity Ltd, 1977, 

ISBN: 9780900586484). They show us that the model 

is fairly accurate, with a few minor issues such as roof 

and chimney height, angle and width of canopy and the 

lack of an external chimney breast at one end. I’d want to 

address the chimney issues, leaving everything else as 

very minor discrepancies. 
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SIGNAL BOX
Gaugemaster’s GM402 (ex-Hornby R421) Signal Box and 

Level Crossing also compare very well with Eric Ilett’s 

scale drawings, save for one major fault: the shallow roof. 

If you feel comfortable building a new roof then go for 

that, otherwise leave it as it is. The building is a tad long 

and wide, but hardly noticeable. 

The level crossing gates are virtually spot on. Please 

note the accompanying prototype photographs of the sig-

nal box were taken after it was moved to Minehead Station. 

GOODS SHED
Hornby’s R8002 Goods Shed was never part of the 

Dunster range and, as such, is considerably different in 

size from the prototype. That said, its broad appearance 

is very similar, particularly the roof angles and, most 

important, the reduced size fits compositionally and 

proportionally better on such a limited micro baseboard.

NOTE: Eric Ilett’s 

scale drawings 

reproduced with 

permission of 

Peco Publicity and 

Publications Ltd. 
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Masterplan ‘OO’ micro

We’ve been compressing layouts, for very obvious reasons, since the 

earliest days of railway modelling. It’s a finite method, restricted by your 

influencing prototype. Some locations are just too large to even consider 

as a micro layout, whereas others might allow for a small relevant section, 

conveniently ‘view-blocked’ at both ends. Clearly, the smaller your chosen 

prototype the better chance you have of squeezing a ‘quart into a pint pot’, 

even smaller if your subject lends itself to realistic reduction. While I’ve 

settled for Dunster, itself a minimum space prototype, in the accompanying 

plans you can compare reality, squeezed onto a 4ft long board and then 

again into a 3ft 3in long footprint.  

COMPRESSION BY DESIGN

This plan shows the prototype 

arrangement. Measurements, 

in feet, are approximate 

distance between real structures, 

those in millimetres show 

model length, at 4mm:1ft. 

Note there’s quite a gap between 

the goods shed and station 

building on the prototype. 

This is my initial 4ft long take on Dunster 

station. Measurements are again for 

‘OO’ gauge and I draw your attention to 

the closed-up position between Goods 

Shed and Station, all part of my grouping 

to view-block and distract the eye from 

any backscene aperture. By contrast, the 

platform from Station building to Signal 

Box is not far from prototype length. 

When it comes to building the layout 

I might be tempted to shuffle these about 

to create more of a balance… I suppose 

it will depend on how it looks, though 

I certainly don’t want them to be equal.

The first plan is based on the 4ft mock-up. For 

those tight on space there’s chance for further 

compression, in this case to 3ft 3in. If you 

choose to do so, there’s a visual limit on reduc-

ing a prototype – and on a fictitious model too 

– as to how close you can put things together 

before it becomes unrealistic. 

One of the many benefits of arranging a 

mock-up is that you can assess what looks 

right for very little effort and cost. If you get it 

wrong, you can move things around. For me, 

the minimum reduction for Dunster is about 

1m (3ft 3in) (see second plan). Clearly, reducing 

the goods shed to half-relief is one of the main 

space-saving devices. Although I don’t want to 

cut my goods shed in half, I’ve concocted the 

accompanying photo to look as such. 
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O Each square represents 1ft.

So, there you have it. 

$bIXOO�VL]H�PRFN�XS�LV�D�

great aid to ensuring that 

you end up with an 

DWWUDFWLYH�OD\RXW�RQ�D�

EDVHERDUG�VL]H�WKDW�VXLWV�

your design. You can 

FKHFN�WKRVH�DOO�LPSRUWDQW�

YLHZLQJ�DQJOHV�DQG�DGMXVW�

VFHQLF�OHQJWKV�RU�

YROXPHV��,ōYH�DOUHDG\�

VSRWWHG�VRPH�

LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�EH�

PDGH�ZLWK�WKH�KHLJKW�RI�D�

FRXSOH�RI�WUHHV�DQG�

increasing baseboard 

ZLGWK�IRU�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�

LQ�WKH�GLVWDQFH�VFHQHU\��

1R�GRXEW�WKHUHōOO�EH�PRUH�

ŌƓQGVō�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�

WKH�DFWXDO�EXLOG�

,�DP�H[WUHPHO\�JUDWHIXO�

WRb%HQ�$UQROG��

PDQDJLQJbGLUHFWRU��DW�

Peco for his assistance 

ZLWK�WKLV�DUWLFOH�

FINAL THOUGHTS
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DMG Technical Ltd

Unit10 Glan y Llyn Ind Est

Taffs Well, Cardiff

CF15 7JD

 Tel 02920 813136

P & P £ 3.50

Free on orders over  £100
Telephone ord

ers 

welcome 
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B
ack in the early 2000s, 

when I was a 

conservation assistant 

at the National Railway 

Museum, I had a few ‘pet’ 

locomotives in my charge. My 

daily responsibility was to ensure 

that they were spotless and 

sparkling in all the right places, 

before retreating to my little 

workshop when the doors opened 

to the public. Along with ‘9F’ 

Evening Star, with its endless 

amount of copper and brass work, 

the other locomotive that took up 

plenty of time (and elbow grease) 

class possesses a particularly 

graceful nature. It’s hard to see 

past the beautiful livery, but we’ll 

come to that in a moment. 

Concentrating on the profile and 

proportions, the design team 

seem to have got this model just 

right. There is plenty of detail and 

finesse, from the refined wheels 

(with authentic stubs between 

the spokes of the tender and 

pony wheels) to the curved, 

perforated splashers.

Oil pots and gravity lubricator 

fittings are well rendered and the 

steam reversing gear is impres-

was Wainwright D Class No. 737. 

Posed at the time in the Station 

Hall, the elegant profile, gleaming 

green paintwork and intricate 

lining scheme often enraptured 

visitors, despite the rather gloomy 

ambience of the building. More 

recently, she has enjoyed time in 

the Great Hall, where I always 

thought she belonged.

It was with some excitement, 

therefore, that I opened the 

high-quality packaging containing 

this new ‘OO’ model, produced as 

a joint venture between Locomo-

tion Models, Rails of Sheffield and 

Dapol. While Rails and Dapol are 

offering a range of ‘in service’ D 

class models – in SECR, Southern 

and BR guises – No. 737 is 

exclusive to Locomotion Models 

and is part of its National 

Collection in Miniature series.

EDWARDIAN SPLENDOUR
First impressions were positive, 

as the handsome appearance of 

Wainwright’s design has been 

captured exceedingly well. 

There’s something visually 

satisfying about a 4-4-0 tender 

locomotive anyway, but the D 

Locomotion Models/
'DSRO�5DLOV�RI�6KHIƓHOG�

SECR Wainwright 
D class 4-4-0
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�/RFRPRWLRQ�0RGHOV�'DSRO�5DLOV�RI�6KHIƓHOG�6(&5�:DLQZULJKW�'�&ODVV��X PRICE e��������e�������'&&�VRXQG�

X AVAILABILITY Locomotion Models Tel 01904 685785 Web www.locomotionmodels.com

Next18 DCC 
socket

NEM 
couplers

Sprung 
buffers
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 The paintwork has a pleasing sheen, 

without veering towards a toylike 

gloss coating 

a special tool (supplied) 

to give access to a 

pull-out DCC decoder 

and speaker 

interface. The PCB 

simply slides out 

(again, using the special 

extraction tool), promising 

the easiest means of installing 

digital control and sound that I’ve 

yet come across on a steam-out-

line model. And it works too! Full 

instructions are provided and 

they should be read carefully, 

especially if you’re contemplating 

adding a speaker to the tender 

instead of (or as well as) inside 

the boiler.

Returning to the subject of 

Intricate lining and general level 

RI�ƓQLVK��)LQHO\�SULQWHG�FUHVWV�

'HWDLOHG�FDE�LQWHULRU�ZLWK�ƓUHER[�

ŴLFNHU�HIIHFW�WKDW�ZRUNV�HTXDOO\�

ZHOO�RQ�DQDORJXH�FRQWURO�

&RVPHWLF�LQVLGH�PRWLRQ�

HQKDQFHV�WKH�DUHD�EHWZHHQ�

WKH�IUDPHV�

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

sive, with plastic pipes and valves 

picked out in realistic metallic 

shades of copper and brass.

The bolt and rivet head detail 

on the frames is effective, while 

the brake and sanding gear 

looks great. There’s a cosmetic 

rendition of the inside valve 

gear visible beneath the boiler 

and the cab spectacle plates 

have been glazed exceptionally 

well. The access doors for the 

inside cylinders even feature 

small wire handles and the 

smokebox door looks to have 

the correct convex profile. 

Furthermore, the smokebox 

door, despite appearing to fit 

seamlessly, can be prised off with 

appearances, the cab 

interior is also worthy 

of note. This is an 

area of the prototype 

that I remember 

fondly, despite the 

monotony of having to 

clean the metalwork so 

often. The model features the 

two large bench areas covering 

the wheels (invariably enlarged 

to account for ‘OO’ wheelsets), 

while the firebox is adorned with 

rivet heads, pipework, valves, 

sight glasses and regulator, all in 

shiny metallic finishes where 

appropriate. The firebox doors 

also feature polished steel levers, 

being posed in the open position 

to allow for the lighting effect to 

be seen. The flickering firebox 

operates on both DC and DCC 

and the open cab allows it to be 

viewed readily. 

),1(�),1,6+
The overall standard of finish is 

excellent, with the key colour 

elements appearing to be a 

close match to the preserved 

No. 737. The paintwork has a 

pleasing sheen, without 

veering towards a toylike gloss 

coating. The dome and safety 

valve bonnet do stand out, 

however, being portrayed 

with a highly polished finish. 

The effect is very pleasing, 

matched by the burnished steel 

of the safety valve lever and 

red spring, creating an 

impressive ensemble.

In comparison, the cop-

per-painted chimney cap is a tad 

restrained, but the chimney’s 

profile is convincing, nonethe-

less. The lining is also impres-

sive, both on the locomotive, 

tender, frames and wheels. The 

complex arrangement of 

different colours has been 

captured faithfully, save for a 

few areas where economy and 

production limitations have got 

in the way. The most notable is 

the lining on the edges of the 

cab’s front, which end abruptly 

at waist height, rather than 

Firebox 
glow

Kinematic tender 
coupling
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Designed initially 
to operate express 
passenger trains to 
Hastings and the Kent 
&RDVW��D�ŴHHW�RI����
'bFODVVbORFRPRWLYHV�
ZDVbEXLOW�EHWZHHQ�
�����������XQGHU�
WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�+DUU\�
S. Wainwright. While 
VRPH�ZHUH�EXLOW�DW�
$VKIRUG��FRQVWUXFWLRQ�
ZDVbDOVRbXQGHUWDNHQ�DW�6KDUS��6WHZDUW�	�&R��
�*ODVJRZ���5REHUW�6WHSKHQVRQ��1HZFDVWOH���
'¾EVb	b&R���*ODVJRZ��DQG�9XOFDQ�)RXQGU\��/HHGV��

$�UHEXLOGLQJ�SURJUDPPH�EHJDQ�LQ�������
ZLWKb��bH[DPSOHV�UHFHLYLQJ�%HOSDLUH�ERLOHUV�
DQGbODUJHU�F\OLQGHUV��FUHDWLQJ�WKH�'��FODVV��
*UDGXDOO\bVXSHUVHGHG�E\�ODUJHU�ORFRPRWLYHV�
VXFKbDV�WKH�Ō.LQJb$UWKXUō������V��'�FODVVb�����V�
ZHUHbUHGHSOR\HG�RQ�VHFRQGDU\�VHUYLFHV�RQ�
IRUPHUb/%6&5�URXWHV�LQWR�6XVVH[�DQG�6XUUH\�

8SRQ�QDWLRQDOLVDWLRQ�����RI�WKH�
UHPDLQLQJ�XQ�UHEXLOW�'�FODVVbZHUH�
WDNHQbLQWR�%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�VWRFN��
DOWKRXJK�DOO�KDG�EHHQ�ZLWKGUDZQ�
E\�'HFHPEHU�������6KDUS��
6WHZDUW�EXLOWb1R�b�������IRUPHUO\�
6(	&5�1R�b�����ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�
HDUPDUNHG�IRUbSUHVHUYDWLRQ�DV�SDUW�
RIbWKH�1DWLRQDO�&ROOHFWLRQ��+RZHYHU��
DIWHU�LQVSHFWLRQ��$VKIRUG�:RUNVō�
1R�b������ZDV�FKRVHQ�LQVWHDG�
:LWKGUDZQ�E\�%5�DW�*XLOGIRUG�VKHG�LQ�

1RYHPEHU�������1R�b����ZDV�VWRUHG�DW�
7ZHHGPRXWK�03'�IRU�D�IHZ�\HDUV�EHIRUH�
UHWXUQLQJ�WR�$VKIRUG�LQ�ODWH������IRU�
UHVWRUDWLRQ�WR�RULJLQDO��DOEHLW�QRQ�ZRUNLQJ�FRQGLWLRQ��
,W�DUULYHG�DW�&ODSKDP�0XVHXP�LQ������DQG�ZDV�
WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�WKH�1DWLRQDO�5DLOZD\�0XVHXP�DW�<RUN�
IRU�LWV�RSHQLQJ�LQ�������
O�:LWK�WKDQNV�WR�'HQQLV�/RYHWW�RI�/RFRPRWLRQ�
0RGHOV�IRU�KHOS�ZLWK�SURWRW\SH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

)DFWƓOH��6(	&5�

'�FODVV������

3

2

/RFRPRWLRQ�0RGHOV�'DSRO�5DLOV�

RI�6KHIƓHOG�6(&5�

:DLQZULJKW�

'�FODVV������$�

Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

1: Awaiting departure from Charing Cross, 

SE&CR No. 488 is seen atop a service 

bound for Kent, circa 1903. RAIL ARCHIVE 

STEPHENSON

2: Two years prior to withdrawal, No. 31737 

(ex-737) is seen at Mayfield, East Sussex in 

November 1954. RAIL ONLINE

3: Built at Ashford Works in 1902, No. 57 

storms towards Orpington, Kent, around 

1910. RAIL ARCHIVE STEPHENSON

1

System 
builder

+

&2$&+,1*�672&.�
Bachmann’s SE&CR ‘Bird 

Cage’ coaches are a good 

PDWFK�IRU�D�'�&ODVVb�������

IRU�SUH�*URXSLQJ��%LJ�)RXU�

or BR days. Price:be������

each Availability: 

Bachmann stockists 

Web:bwww.bachmann.co.uk

)2273/$7(�&5(:�
$�VHW�RI�(GZDUGLDQ�HUD�

IRRWSODWH�FUHZ�ZRXOG�

complete the cab interior. 

0RGHOX�RIIHU�D�UDQJH�RI�

�'�SULQWHG�FKDUDFWHUV��

Price:�)URP�e�����HDFK

Availability:�0RGHOX�

Web: www.modelu 

3d.co.uk

$&&(6625,(6
3UH�*URXSLQJ�SDWWHUQ�

oil head and tail 

lamps will add the 

ƓQLVKLQJ�WRXFK��

$OVR�DYDLODEOH�IURP�0RGHOX��

ZLWK�FOHDU�RU�UHG�OHQVHV��LQ�

SDFNV�RI�ƓYH��Price:be�����

Availability:�0RGHOX�

Web:bwww.modelu3d.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

+
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LOCOMOTION/DAPOL/RAILS SECR WAINWRIGHT D CLASS 4-4-0

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length  57ft 228.6mm 220mm

Height  13ft 7in 54.5mm 54.5mm

Width 8ft 6in 34mm 33.5mm

Wheel diameter (bogie) 3ft 7in 14.4mm 14.3mm

Wheel diameter (driving) 6ft 8in 26.7mm 26.7mm

Wheel diameter (tender) 4ft 16mm 16mm

 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis.

Where to oil: Gears, bearings and axles.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Dapol

Ref. No. 4S-027-NRM02

Unit No. 737

Scale/gauge: �����VFDOH��Ō22ōbJDXJH

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 232g

Min. curve radius: 438mm 

�VHFRQGbUDGLXV��

Wheel back-to-back: 14.3mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Power to leading driving 

wheel via brass worm and nylon gears 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Can motor

Lights: Firebox glow effect

DCC ready: Yes, Next18 socket

Flywheel(s): Yes, one

Traction tyres: Yes (see text)

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Beautiful.

PROS 
O Prototypical looks.

O�2YHUDOO�TXDOLW\�RI�ƓQLVK�

O�3HUIRUPDQFH�

O Easy access to DCC/

speaker socket.

CONS
O�0LQRU�TXLEEOHV�

ZLWKbWKHbOLQLQJ�DQG�

FDEVLGHbQXPEHUV�

O�/RFR�DQG�WHQGHU�

UXQQLQJbSODWHV�VKRXOG�EH�

WKH�VDPH�KHLJKW�

running plate rendered in plastic. 

Much of the mass is at the cab 

end, with the flywheel-equipped 

motor located in the firebox. This 

means that there isn’t much mass 

bearing down onto the pony 

truck, especially the leading axle. 

However, under test conditions, 

the locomotive coped well with 

curves and pointwork, albeit over 

well-laid track. The concentration 

of mass at the cab end may 

account for the fitting of traction 

tyres to the leading driving 

wheels, which allowed the 

locomotive to haul a decent load 

of passenger and freight stock.

Performance was good 

all-round, with the motor and 

transmission settling down to 

run smoothly after the pre-

scribed bedding-in period. The 

tender wheels collect power via 

wiper pick-ups, which add a 

small degree of drag, but the 

cam-pivoting rear coupling 

complements the close-couplers 

on modern coaching stock.

Quite a few extra bits and 

pieces are supplied as separate 

fittings. Most notable is a 

replacement set of driving 

wheels, if you’d prefer to forego 

the traction tyres. A special tool 

is provided for removing and 

re-fitting the crankpins (the 

inclusion of spare crankpins is 

welcome) and it’s a relatively 

simple task to complete, 

following the illustrated 

instructions. A bag of extra detail 

fittings include a pair of cab 

doors (fully lined), vacuum brake 

hoses and a set of guard irons 

for the front end.

Collectively, Dapol, Rails and 

Locomotion Models have done 

a splendid job with this model. 

Sure, a couple of minor 

compromises have been 

made with the decoration, but 

the elegance of the prototype 

has been faithfully captured. 

It has certainly brought back 

some fond memories… although 

the smell of Brasso is not 

something I miss. (GD)

carrying on along the upper face 

of the splashers. Similarly, the 

gold lining atop the upper edges 

of the frames, beneath the boiler, 

also terminate abruptly. I also 

have some doubts as to the size 

and spacing of the SE&CR 

lettering on the tender sides, 

despite the shaded characters 

looking splendid.

The SE&CR crest on the leading 

splasher is nicely done and legible 

under a magnifying glass, as are 

the Ashford Works builder’s plates, 

but the cabside numbers would 

look better as etched metal digits. 

Those printed on the right-hand 

cab side are ever so slightly 

off-kilter on our sample, but none 

of these minor quibbles detract 

from the overall impression of 

quality and realism. 

ON THE RAILS
Dapol has installed a ‘kinematic’ 

coupling between locomotive 

and tender, which pivots on a 

cam system to allow for close 

coupling on straight track, while 

compensating for curves. The 

two units are simply pushed 

together (preferably while seated 

on the rails) until it clicks. The 

coupler also conducts power 

from the tender wheels to the 

motor in the locomotive. It’s a 

system that seems to work 

effectively, free of any delicate 

cables dangling between the two 

vehicles. There also seems to be 

enough vertical movement in the 

coupling to account for any 

minor inconsistencies in track 

levels. That said, it may find out 

any areas that require attention 

from the P’way Department.

The locomotive itself is a little 

light, with most of the body and 
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T
he early Sulzer Type 2s 

had a relatively short 

career, but they were 

undoubtedly an 

important element of BR’s 

Modernisation Plan. Their 

demise also served to illustrate 

the changing nature of 

Britain’s rail network, as the 

demand for a modest Bo-Bo 

locomotive dwindled during the 

late 1960s and early 1970s. 

Indeed, the death of local 

freight traffic and closure of 

countless branch lines was the 

undoing for many of the new 

diesel locomotive types ordered 

only a decade earlier.

Bachmann’s ‘OO’ Class 24, of 

early 2000s vintage was, in 

many ways, a lovely model. 

Aficionados of the prototype did 

find areas that were less than 

perfect, ultimately leading 

Sutton’s Locomotive Works to 

create its own high-specification 

RTR model. I must admit to 

ports are much more authentic. 

Furthermore, this portrayal of 

D5036 correctly boasts an 

original-style circular engine 

exhaust port. 

The raised panels above the 

engine room are well executed, 

with just a fraction of daylight 

visible around the edges. This is 

a tricky aspect to get right on a 

being less obsessive with my 

own fleet of Type 2s, being 

happy enough with my dozen or 

so Bachmann ‘24s’ and ‘25s’. 

However, with the appearance 

of Bachmann’s all-new ‘24/1’ last 

year (MR272), the uplift in 

realism, specification and 

performance has been tangible.

Bachmann’s disc head-

code-fitted version of the Sulzer 

Type 2 (Class 24/0) has now 

arrived. Like the ‘24/1’, it has 

been created completely from 

scratch rather than adapting 

aspects of the original tooling. 

Available initially in four guises: 

plain green (D5094), green with 

yellow ends (D5036 as reviewed 

here), BR blue (24035) and RTC 

red/blue as 97201 Experiment. 

IS IT BETTER?
The new model looks splendid 

straight from the box, with a 

refined air and impressive level 

of finish. There’s no faulting the 

complex profile of the roof 

and characterful ‘face’ and, 

by placing the new model 

alongside a ‘24’ from nearly 20 

years ago, there are a number of 

discernible improvements. 

In fact, the new model is 

superior in many ways. In terms 

of looks, the front ends have 

been upgraded with gangway 

doors of the correct width and 

hinge detail has been added. 

However, the door panel seams 

are much less defined on the 

new version, which is a minor 

disappointment. The quality of 

the glazing and the fine, 

twin-arm windscreen wipers are 

far superior, however. The cab 

side and door windows are now 

the correct size (they were 

originally too small) and the 

various handrails, grilles and 

louvres adorning the bodysides 

are superb. Atop the roof, the fan 

grille is infinitely better, while the 

various panels and exhaust 

%DFKPDQQ�&ODVVb��
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�%DFKPDQQ�%UDQFKOLQH��������&ODVVb�����GLHVHO�ORFRPRWLYH��X PRICE £179.95  X AVAILABILITY %DFKPDQQ�VWRFNLVWV�Web www.bachmann.co.uk
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 There’s no faulting the 

FRPSOH[�SURƓOH�RI�WKH�URRI�

DQGbFKDUDFWHUIXO�

‘face’ 

sections on the BR blue 

and RTC versions for 

greater authenticity. 

Also of note is that 

BR blue 24035 will 

feature an isolated 

boiler, with attendant 

plating-over of vents and 

access steps, along with 

removal of the 

underslung water tank.

Talking of the underframe, the 

same comments apply as per my 

review of the ‘24/1’ from 

April 2020. In short, there is an 

impressive level of detail relief in 

the bogie frames and tank/

battery box area. The perforated 

disc wheels also add extra 

character to the chassis. 

The paint finish is superb, 

with a super-smooth 

sheen and no 

discernible 

imperfec-

tions. I’ve 

noted 

Finely rendered body 

moulding, especially in terms 

of the grilles and louvres.

Correct wheel pattern, 

ZLWKbFLUFXODU�SHUIRUDWLRQV��

$bVPDOO��EXW�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�

prototype feature.

Superbly detailed cab interiors, 

painted in appropriate colours. 

All they lack is a footplate crew.

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

scale model – such things are 

prone to looking untidy, but 

that’s not the case here. Boiler 

tank filler recesses are the 

correct size and there are even 

fine wire grab handles on the 

hatches. I was also impressed by 

the recessed panel for the train 

heating boiler’s safety valves.

A full set of valancing is fitted 

around the lower edges of the 

bodywork, creating a very 

pleasing appearance of an early 

condition ‘24’. These valances 

were invariably removed 

during servicing, so 

Bachmann has 

omitted the 

side 

that the paintwork on 

various new models, 

from other manufac-

turers, has been beset 

with debris trapped 

under the finish, but 

no such issues here – 

it’s virtually flawless. 

Interestingly, the off-white 

beading at cant rail level stops 

before the cabs. A little research 

revealed that this is correct for 

the real D5036, particularly 

around the mid-1960s when it 

had the dubious honour of 

hauling one of the last trains 

from Peterborough along the 

ex-LNWR line through Seaton to 

Market Harborough.

Indeed, D5036 was an East 

Anglian-based Type 2 from new, 

being based at March and 

Ipswich until heading to 

Stoke-on-Trent in the late 1960s. 

The 32B (Ipswich) shedcode, 

printed on the nose ends 

testifies to its time based in 

Suffolk. However, the shedcode 

is only just discernible amidst 

the yellow warning panel. 

Another small detail is the pair 

of cabside builders’ plates, 

correctly stating that this ‘24’ 

was built at Crewe Works. One 

last note on the finish: I have a 

feeling that the cabside 

numbers are a fraction too big.

On the rails, the model was 

happily purring along straight 

from the box. The considerable 

mass gives the locomotive 

ample haulage capability. The 

working head and tail lamps 

emit a pleasing level of light and 

two switches below the fuel tank 

allow the tail lights to be isolated 
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7KH�ƓUVW����&ODVVb��V�ZHUH�RUGHUHG�DV�SDUW�RI�%5ōV�
0RGHUQLVDWLRQ�3ODQ��ZLWK�WKH�ƓUVW�H[DPSOHV�HQWHULQJ�
WUDIƓF�LQ�������%XLOW�DW�%5ōV�'HUE\�:RUNV�DQG�
IHDWXULQJ�D�6XO]HU�VL[�F\OLQGHU�SRZHU�SODQW�FRXSOHG�
WR�%ULWLVK�7KRPVRQ�+RXVWRQ�HOHFWULFDO�HTXLSPHQW��WKH�
�����KS�RXWSXW�SODFHG�WKH�PRGHVW�%R�%R�GHVLJQ�LQ�
WKH�7\SHb��FDWHJRU\��

$OORFDWHG�WR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�/RQGRQ�0LGODQG��(DVWHUQ�
DQG�6RXWKHUQ�5HJLRQV��SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�JHQHUDOO\�
JRRG��DOWKRXJK�D�QHHG�IRU�VHSDUDWH�EUDNH�WHQGHUV�
RQ�KHDYLHU�JRRGV�WUDLQV�ZDV�VRRQ�GLVFRYHUHG�DQG�
GRXEOH�KHDGLQJ�ZDV�FRPPRQ�RQ�ERWK�SDVVHQJHU�
DQG�IUHLJKW�ZRUNLQJV��)XUWKHU�RUGHUV�ZHUH�SODFHG��
ZLWK�D�IHZ�GHVLJQ�PRGLƓFDWLRQV��HYHQWXDOO\�OHDGLQJ�
WR�D�ŴHHW�RI�RYHU�����H[DPSOHV��
QXPEHUHG�'�������������������������
7KH�ODWHU�7236�FODVVLƓFDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�D�
OLWWOH�PLVOHDGLQJ��DV�'����������ZHUH�
SODFHG�LQ�WKH�&ODVVb�����VXE�FODVV��ZKLOH�
'����������ZHUH�RIƓFLDOO\�&ODVVb������
GHVSLWH�DSSHDULQJ�YLUWXDOO\�LGHQWLFDO�VDYH�
IRU�D�VOLJKWO\�VPDOOHU�IXHO�WDQN��

(TXLSSHG�ZLWK�GLVF�KHDGFRGHV��
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�ZDV�VSUHDG�DFURVV�'HUE\��
&UHZH�DQG�'DUOLQJWRQ�:RUNV��)XUWKHU�
DOWHUDWLRQV�WR�PHFKDQLFDO��HOHFWULFDO�DQG�
YLVXDO�HOHPHQWV�ZRXOG�IROORZ��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�IRXU�FKDUDFWHU�KHDGFRGH�
ER[HV�WR�D�QHZ�EDWFK�Ŋ�'����������
Ŋ�ZKLFK�ZHUH�DOVR�FODVVHG�DV�Ō����ō��
'HYHORSPHQWV�FRQWLQXHG�LQWR�WKH�����V��FUHDWLQJ�ZKDW�
ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�&ODVVb���

7KH�RULJLQDO�Ō��Vō�ZRXOG�ZRUN�DFURVV�PXFK�RI�WKH�
QHWZRUN��SDUWLFXODUO\�DURXQG�WKH�0LGODQGV��1RUWK�:HVW��
1RUWK�:DOHV�DQG�6FRWODQG��:LWKGUDZDOV�EHJDQ�LQ�
HDUQHVW�GXULQJ�WKH�����V��IROORZLQJ�WKH�UDSLG�GHFOLQH�
LQ�GHPDQG�IRU�7\SHb��WUDFWLRQ�DV�EUDQFK�OLQH�IUHLJKW�
VHUYLFHV�GLVDSSHDUHG��$OO�EXW�������KDG�JRQH�E\�������
ZLWK�Ō����ODVWLQJ�XQWLO�2FWREHU�������2QHb&ODVVb����
�������ZDV�UHWDLQHG�E\�%5�IRU�WHVW�WUDLQ�ZRUN��EHLQJ�
UHQXPEHUHG�WR�������DQG�SDLQWHG�LQ�WKH�57&ōV�UHG�
EOXH�OLYHU\��)RXU�H[DPSOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�SUHVHUYHG�
�'���������������

1

)DFWƓOH��&ODVVb��

3

2021 version

2006 version%DFKPDQQ�&ODVV����Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

1: With Cracken Edge looming in the 

background, Sulzer Type 2 D5056 trundles 

towards the Hope Valley at Chinley, with 

an ex-LMS inspection saloon in tow. Note 

the plate covering the boiler compartment 

grille at the leading end. COLOUR RAIL

2: Not an obvious sight associated with 

London Euston, as work-stained D5021 

arrives with an early morning departure 

from Llandudno, July 1965. COLOUR RAIL

3: It’s a sunny July day in 1971 as No. 5089 

approaches Barmouth with a typical 

Cambrian freight service, made up of 

gunpowder vans. COLOUR RAIL

�
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DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length 50ft 6in 202mm 202mm

Height 12ft 8in 50.6mm 50.8mm

Width 8ft 10in 35.3mm 36.5mm

Wheel diameter 3ft 9in 15mm 15mm

Bogie wheelbase 8ft 6in 34mm 34mm

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis.

Where to oil: Axles.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Bachmann Branchline

Ref. No. 32-415

Unit No. D5036

Scale/gauge: �����VFDOH��Ō22ōbJDXJH

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 421g

Min. curve radius: 438mm 

�VHFRQGbUDGLXV��

Wheel back-to-back: 14.3mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Power to all axles via 

cardan shafts and nylon gears. 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Central can motor

Lights: Directional and 

LQWHULRUbOLJKWLQJ

DCC-ready Yes, 21-pin socket

Flywheel(s): Yes, two

Traction tyres: No

System 
builder

+

COACHING STOCK
Before being relegated to freight 

duties in the 1970s, the ‘24/0s’ 

hauled secondary passenger 

VHUYLFHV��VR�D�IHZ�PDURRQ�0Nb�V�

would look the part.

Price: from £36.99

Availability: Bachmann & 

Hornby stockists

www.bachmann.co.uk

www.hornby.com

GUNPOWDER VANS
7KH�HDUO\�6XO]HU�7\SHb�V�ZHUH�

LGHDOO\�VXLWHG�WR�IUHLJKW�WUDIƓF�

on the former Cambrian lines 

RI�1RUWK�:DOHV��$bODUJH�SRUWLRQ�

RI�WKLV�WUDIƓF�ZDV�H[SORVLYHV�

for the many quarries, carried 

in gunpowder vans. 

Price: £11.14

Availability:
Dapol stockists

www.dapol

.co.uk

CONSETT ORE HOPPERS
Having ousted ‘9Fs’ from the 

famous Tyne Dock-Consett iron 

RUH�WUDIƓF��SDLUV�RI�&ODVVb��V�

hauled these purpose-built 

hoppers, currently under 

development by KR Models. 

Price: £67.00 (triple pack)

Availability: KR Models

www.krmodels.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Superb.

PROS 
O Looks like the real thing.

O Excellent level of detail.

O�6XSHUE�ƓQLVK�

O Smooth performance.

CONS
O Cabside numbers 

WRRbODUJH"

O Poor set of snowploughs.

at each end for DC operations. 

The body is easily removed, 

revealing a 21-pin DCC interface 

and all ‘24s’ are equipped with a 

miniature speaker as standard, 

making sound installation 

simple. Sound-fitted versions of 

each model are also being 

offered by Bachmann.

The cab interiors are a 

real highlight, bursting with 

plenty of detail, including 

authentic consoles with 

sliding power controller and 

dials, plus fire extinguisher, 

parking brake handwheel and 

pedestal seats, all picked-out in 

appropriate colours. 

Finally, a bag of detailing 

parts is supplied, including a set 

of open and closed headcode 

discs, plus a comprehensive 

range of bufferbeam details, 

screw couplings and a pair of 

boiler access bogie footsteps. 

There’s also a pair of miniature 

snowploughs, designed to slot 

into the NEM pockets. How-

ever, only the two outer blades 

are represented and, when 

slotted in place, they protrude 

far too much and certainly can’t 

be used with the various brake 

pipes in situ.

Once again, Bachmann has 

produced an excellent new 

diesel-outline model, with a 

superior level of finish and 

attention to detail. The 

improved mechanical and 

electrical specification are also 

welcome, especially for DCC 

operators. While the real ‘24s’ 

may not have enjoyed stellar 

careers, it’s heartening to know 

that so much effort has gone 

into creating a worthy miniature 

replica. (GD)

+
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L
ionheart Trains 

established its name 

and reputation almost 

instantly with its 

‘O’ gauge ‘64XX’ pannier tank 

and GWR autocoach. Since then 

it has become a brand within 

the Dapol organisation where 

the expertise of its founder 

Richard Webster, combined with 

Dapol’s manufacturing 

experience, continues to bring 

‘O’ gauge modellers some 

top-notch models.

Appearing now under the 

Lionheart label is a range of BR 

Mk 1 coaches which follow in that 

tradition. Received for review are 

two examples of a Mk 1 corridor 

brake second (BSK) in Rail blue 

and grey livery but a wide range of 

plugged into a PCB hidden in the 

toilet compartment.

INTERNAL DETAILS
I can’t recall access to the 

interior being this easy, even on 

unlit ‘OO’ coaches, but the only 

reason you are likely to need 

interior access is to add passen-

gers. Everything else, by way of 

detail, is already there! 

Starting with the internal walls 

and bulkheads, the side corridor 

partition is fully glazed. The 

corridor side carries detail of the 

sliding compartment doors, with 

their handles picked out in colour 

and the partition itself finished in 

brown on the corridor side, grey 

on the compartment side. The 

individual compartment 

Dapol/Lionheart 
%5b0Nb�bFRDFK

types and liveries are either 

available or on their way. I found 

them to be a tight fit in their 

expanded polystyrene packaging 

and it is essential to push them 

out using the finger holes in the 

packaging, and the film wrap-

ping around the coach. It is 

packaging designed to protect 

the model from damage, but it can 

actually cause damage if not 

treated correctly. 

FINER DETAILS
Dapol points out that the models 

have been designed using 

original drawings, and it shows. 

Here we have a Mk 1 that looks 

spot-on in every respect, 

including the curved ‘C1’ profile 

and flat glazing. The windows 

have the distinctive Beclawat 

sliding ventilators with their 

external aerofoil to prevent 

draughts, and even the two little 

spring-loaded catches on the 

inside of the sliders are there to 

be seen. The ‘frosted’ finish on 

the toilet window is the best 

I’ve seen on a model. 

Door handles are moulded on 

but picked out in colour and 

separate grab rails and guard’s 

door handrails are fitted. The roof 

carries very fine ribbing detail, 

correct-style ventilators and the 

separate water feed pipes to the 

toilet water tank. These have to 

be unclipped to remove the roof, 

which can then be simply pulled 

off, taking care not to stress the 

wiring for the lights, which is 

X GAUGE ‘O’  X MODEL�/LRQKHDUW��3�������������%5�0Nb��&RUULGRU�%UDNH�6HFRQG�FRDFK��%6.���X PRICE e�����e����'&&�ƓWWHG���X AVAILABILITY 'DSRO�VWRFNLVWV
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SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Got to have some!

PROS 
O Correct body shape.

O Interiors – seats, luggage 

racks, reading lights.

CONS
Tight packaging, 

RWKHUZLVHbQRWKLQJ�

 Dapol points out 

that the models have been designed 

using original drawings, and it shows 

bulkheads carry separately fitted 

mesh luggage racks and have 

the distinctive individual white 

hooded reading lights. Dapol 

has – not surprisingly – stopped 

short of making these lights 

work, but the compartments and 

corridor are lit by LEDs mounted 

in the roof. Four micro-switches 

under the floor enable analogue 

users to switch corridor, 

compartment and guard’s van 

lights separately, while DCC 

users can do this remotely on the 

DCC-fitted version. 

The seats – three per side in 

the original Mk 1 configuration 

– are ‘upholstered’ in a blue 

chequer pattern that looks very 

convincing when viewed through 

the windows. The guard’s 

compartment features his desk 

and ‘very 1960s’ tub chair, plus 

the separately fitted handbrake 

standard and wheel. In the 

luggage compartment there 

are blackened wire 

security bars behind 

the windows. 

A pale 

grey etched metal mesh grille 

separates the luggage section 

from the corridor and this has 

overlays carrying the door 

detail, with even the recessed 

handles depicted. 

The Rail blue and grey livery is 

correctly separated by a fine white 

line and the positioning of the 

grey area is spot-on, too.

MECHANICALS
Now, to the ‘mechanicals’. Firstly, 

these coaches employ a standard 

working buckeye coupler 

mounted to a cam arrangement 

above the bogie, which allows it to 

open out on curves. On the brake 

vehicles there is a scale screw 

coupling at the outer end with a 

spare buckeye supplied for use if 

necessary. Sprung, blackened 

metal buffers are fitted. 

The other aspect 

of coupling 

Mk 1 

coaches is the gangway. Here, 

Dapol has devised a flexible 

arrangement assembled from 

plastic mouldings which allows 

adjoining gangways to link, while 

at the same time being flexible 

enough to operate around second 

radius curves. I took the model to 

Dave Lowery’s ‘O’ gauge layout 

for some test-running and, 

although Dave doesn’t have 

anything as tight as second 

radius, his layout does involve 

almost continuous curves of 

various radii down to 5ft. 

We coupled the two sample 

coaches together behind a Heljan 

‘Western’ and they ran 

faultlessly, the gangways 

working as 

intended. 

The lighting looks good, too, with 

just the right degree of brightness 

and no show-through on the 

plastic body, which had been an 

issue with the earlier Dapol GWR 

suburban coaches. Weighing in at 

830g for the Brake Second, a rake 

of five or six should present no 

problems for the average 

‘O’ gauge locomotive. 

Dapol has brought ‘O’ gauge 

modellers some top-notch 

ready-to-run Mk 1 coaches at an 

affordable price – a rake of five will 

cost you no more than a couple of 

locomotives. After some of their 

products ended up in a stranded 

container in Suez, it is to be 

hoped that the Mk 1s will 

bring Dapol a bit of good 

fortune. It certainly 

deserves it. (CJL)
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C
oal wagons: they’re all 

the same aren’t they? 

It’s fair to say that, 

looking at British 

Railways’ designs there is, at the 

very least, a strong family 

resemblance between the 

different steel-bodied types. 

These new 24.5t minerals from 

The Model Centre (TMC), are a 

case in point. 

The models under review are 

produced by Bachmann for an 

exclusive release by TMC, 

covering the 24.5t mineral 

wagons built to BR Diagrams 1/115 

and 1/118. Available as single or 

twin packs, the models come in 

two different body styles as well 

as various other underframe 

detail options, which will be 

explained in due course.

Looking briefly at the 

prototype, well over 3,000 of 

these wagons were built, first 

appearing in 1953, and examples 

lasted in service until 1982. The 

wagons were always unfitted, 

carrying the light grey livery 

throughout their lives, and 

featuring manual brakes only. 

Therefore, they were always 

accompanied by a brake van. 

While perusing prototype 

images, it appears that they were 

mainly associated with block 

trains running from specific 

collieries to power stations and 

steel works. Indeed, the wagons 

were often given markings to this 

effect, as captured on most of 

TMC’s models. In later years, 

there were some body modifica-

tions, but they fall outside the 

scope of this review and these 

specific products. 

two different Oleo or ‘self-con-

tained’ types, as fitted to the 

later Dia. 1/118 vehicles. All three 

buffer types look the part and, 

although not sprung, the metal 

bufferheads are finely rendered. 

The brake gear is well 

captured with an effective 

TMC/Bachmann 
BR 24.5t 
0LQHUDOb:DJRQ

Typical traction seems to have 

been ex-LMS ‘8Fs’ or BR ‘9Fs’, 

while in diesel days, pairs of 

Class 20s or a Class 45 appear to 

have been common, judging by 

contemporary photographs. The 

24.5 ton load was, in 1953, the 

nominal maximum for a twin-axle 

wagon and the wagon’s tall height 

meant that they couldn’t be used 

universally through all collieries, 

despite their similar appearance 

to 21t mineral wagons. This 

accounts for the yellow triangles 

applied on the bodysides, which 

were an easy indicator for railway 

and colliery staff that this was a 

24.5t wagon rather than the 

smaller 21t version. 

THE MODELS
Ten different wagons have been 

produced in TMC’s initial batch, 

reflecting the variations 

common to the main unmodi-

fied fleet. Initial impressions are 

very favourable – the wagons 

are well finished and well assem-

bled. All key dimensions match 

published reference data. Apart 

from buffer types, axleboxes 

and door stops, each chassis is 

identical. Three types of buffers 

are featured on these models: 

original spindle shafts, as fitted 

to the first Dia. 1/115 wagons and 

X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL TMC/Bachmann BR 24.5t mineral wagons  X PRICE £29.95 each, £59.90 twin-pack  

X AVAILABILITY The Model Centre (TMC) Tel 01947 899125 Web www.themodelcentre.com



www.model-rail.co.uk 95

 Interestingly, three different 

shades have been employed for the 

wagon interiors, across the whole 

range of models, tallying with the 

various build batches 

compromise between finesse 

and robustness. The brake 

shoes are in line with the wheel 

treads, while both the wheels 

and axles are blackened, which 

is a welcome touch. The models 

weigh in at 30g apiece, in line 

with other similar products. 

Under test, our samples ran 

smoothly, with the couplings 

working consistently on second 

radius Set-Track curves and 

through Peco Streamline Code 

75 Bullhead track and points. 

Another nice touch is the 

addition of a bag of cosmetic 

Instanter couplings, which are 

supplied with each wagon. 

While they can’t be fitted with 

the tension locks in place, 

they’re ideal for static 

models when posed in 

a siding per-

haps (remember, the 

wagons need to run 

with a brake van for 

authenticity).

Two body versions 

are available, one with 

pressed steel side doors 

and the other with welded 

fabricated doors. Dimension-

ally, they are identical apart 

from the differing door types. 

The body sides are commenda-

bly thin, chains and locking pins 

are replicated and the top doors 

are also shown in relief on the 

internal face of the wagons. 

There are also fine wire grab 

handles fitted to the end doors, 

for extra finesse. 

Some wagons come with 

single or double door spring 

stops and there’s also a choice 

of original oil or later roller 

bearing axleboxes. The team at 

TMC informed us that they have 

worked from copious prototype 

images, to get detail and livery 

combinations correct for each 

wagon. This includes the odd 

modification. For example, 

wagons B281982 and B281146 

(from pack 

38-928Z) 

were part of 

the first 

batches of 

Dia. 1/115 

wagons, 

originally built with 

oil axleboxes, but have 

been modelled with roller 

bearing ‘boxes and single door 

stops, as observed in photo-

graphs from the late 1960s/early 

1970s. TMC also stated that its 

research showed examples of 

24.5t wagons working in areas 

far removed from the branding 

applied to their bodysides, so 

their use was fairly widespread.

The paint finish is of a very 

high quality and all printed 

detail is sharp, legible and 

opaque. The ‘unfitted’ BR grey 

looks a little dark to my eye, 

compared to prototype images, 

although the paintwork often 

faded when the wagons were 

working ‘in the field’. Interest-

ingly, three different shades 

have been employed for the 

wagon interiors, across the 

whole range of models, tallying 

+XUU\�IRU�DbVSHFLDO�
GLVFRXQWHG�SULFH�

2ZLQJ�WR�WKH�ZDJRQV�
DUULYLQJ�DKHDG�RI�VFKHGXOH��
70&�KDV�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�LW�
ZLOO�KRQRXU�WKH�GLVFRXQWHG�
SUH�RUGHU�SULFHV�IRU�WKHVH�
ZDJRQV�IRU�D�OLPLWHG�WLPH��
ZLWK�VLQJOH�ZDJRQV�
DYDLODEOH�IRU�e������HDFK�
DQG�WZLQ�SDFNV�DW�e�������
7KH�RIIHU�UXQV�XQWLO�-XO\b����
VR�GRQōW�GHOD\�

with the various build batches, 

showing an impressive attention 

to detail. Builder’s plates are 

printed on the chassis frames, 

with the running numbers 

matching those on the body. 

Across the range, the various 

era markings are represented 

from the earliest 1953 livery to 

the later MEO TOPS codes, 

rendered in a hand-painted 

style, which is most effective.

TMC can also supply any of 

these wagons in a high-quality 

weathered finish and there’s even 

an option of having them loaded 

with authentic coal loads. See 

TMC’s website for full details.

In summary, these wagons are 

a useful addition to the mix of 

RTR mineral wagons and 

represent an important type that 

bridged the gap between 

traditional small wagon coal 

trains and the development of 

the ubiquitous MGR fleet. For the 

quality provided they represent 

good value which, perhaps, 

could be enhanced if they were 

available in bulk packs to reflect 

their typical use, as well as 

singles or twin-packs. (PMP)

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent.

PROS 
O Looks and performance.

O Useful detail options.

O�+LJK�TXDOLW\�ƓQLVK�

O Good value.

CONS
None.
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Y
ou know that the 

hobby has changed 

when you hear that 

a manufacturer is 

to create a RTR model of a 

rarely seen wagon type, of 

which only two have ever been 

built. However, the two wagons 

in question are a very 

interesting subject, especially 

as rail-borne nuclear waste 

operations have long been 

popular with enthusiasts.

Accurascale’s latest release is 

an impressive twin-pack, offering 

both of the Ministry of Defence’s 

KUA nuclear flask carriers. These 

enormous, 80ft long wagons 

Accurascale KUA 
QXFOHDU�ŴDVN�ZDJRQ

were built for the MoD in 1998, 

ostensibly to transport nuclear 

fuel from the Royal Navy’s 

submarine bases at Devonport 

and Rosyth to Sellafield for 

reprocessing. They’ve also been 

used to carry atomic materials 

from Dounreay in the far north of 

Scotland to Sellafield, so they 

have travelled a fair amount of 

the UK network over the years.

Employed singly or as a pair, 

when loaded, each wagon can 

weigh up to 150t and are always 

accompanied by specially trained 

security staff riding in dedicated 

coaches, while two locomotives 

are employed (a single locomo-

tive is only used if the wagons are 

empty). Since DRS won the 

contract to carry this cargo in the 

mid-2000s, a pair of modified 

Mk 2 escort coaches have been 

used. Originally though, EWS was 

in charge of operations and would 

often employ a pair of inspection 

saloons for security personnel. 

The KUA wagons are still in use 

today and look likely to remain so 

for the foreseeable future.

Despite their intricate 

appearance, the models possess 

an impressive bulk, tipping the 

scales at 420g apiece. The weight 

is due to the use of die-cast metal 

for the entire chassis and both 

articulated sub-chassis frames. 

Each sub-chassis pivots freely, 

and the plastic bogies help the 

long vehicles to negotiate 

second radius curves with ease. 

This is handy for model railway 

layouts, but it’s also a feature of 

the prototype, which must cope 

with the tight radii of dockside 

lines in Devon and Scotland. 

The mass also helps the models 

to run very smoothly.

In terms of overall appearance, 

the wagons look fantastic. 

Dimensionally, they’re spot-on 

and the various profiles are also 

X SCALE ‘OO’  X MODEL�$FFXUDVFDOH�.8$�QXFOHDU�ŴDVN�ZDJRQV��WZLQ�VHW���X PRICE £159.95  X AVAILABILITY $FFXUDVFDOH�VWRFNLVWV�Web www.accurascale.co.uk

correct, especially the sliding 

flask covers which feature 

well-defined louvre and panel 

seam detail. In fact, there’s detail 

everywhere, from ferry cleats to 

some very impressive brake 

equipment and plumbing at each 

end. The air reservoir tanks even 

have small discharge pipes and 

there are tiny elements picked 

out appropriately in red, white 

and yellow paint.
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 Considering the amount of 

effort involved in the design and 

DVVHPEO\��\RX�GHƓQLWHO\�KDYH�

something tangible to show for 

your investment 

with the attractive blue livery 

applied flawlessly. There is a feast 

of tiny, printed legends and 

information panels, all of which 

are legible, and some even 

include metallic elements to 

mimic polished worksplates. 

I love the discreet radiation 

warning signs – almost hidden 

within the chassis framework – 

both in terms of their execution 

and their irony, given the 

potentially deadly nature of the 

wagon’s cargo!

The only minor flaw I could find 

was that the sprung, rectangular 

buffers have a tendency to rotate 

slightly. Other than that, these 

wagons are exceptional, which 

certainly justifies the premium 

price tag. Considering the amount 

of effort involved in the design 

and assembly, you definitely have 

something tangible to show for 

your investment. 

The ‘N’ gauge KUAs offered by 

Revolution Trains (MR281) proved 

highly successful earlier this year, 

and Accurascale’s 4mm scale 

version is also selling fast. This 

isn’t surprising, given the quality 

of these models and the interest 

in the prototype. A pair of 

DRS-liveried Mk 2a coaches is all 

that’s needed to complete an 

eye-catching train, which could 

be top-and-tailed by Class 37s, 

‘66s’ or ‘68s’, all of which are 

available in DRS colours. Happy 

days! (GD)

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Wow!

PROS 
O Superb looks.

O�,PSUHVVLYH�OHYHO�RIbGHWDLO�

O�$ELOLW\�WR�FRSH�ZLWK�

WLJKWbFXUYHV�

O�)DVFLQDWLQJ�SURWRW\SH�

CONS
%XIIHUKHDGV�URWDWH�VOLJKWO\�

The sets of handrails at each 

end are stiff metal etches, which 

are resilient, but care is still 

required when handling the 

model. There are also fine wire 

grab rails on the sides of the 

cargo hoods and beneath each 

buffer shank. Each bogie is a 

single plastic moulding, with 

integral brake shoes and the disc 

wheels feature fine flange 

profiles and free-running axles. 

Tension lock couplers are 

pre-installed into NEM pockets 

mounted to the outer bogie 

frames. A small bag of extra 

details is provided, namely a set 

of cosmetic screw couplings and 

brake hoses.

The level of finish is very high, 
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A
t the time of the 

Grouping, the 

Southern Railway 

inherited a large stock 

of brake vans from the London 

& South Western Railway, over 

two thirds of which were of the 

single-veranda variety. First 

introduced in 1884, the vehicles 

offered a small cargo 

compartment in addition to the 

guard’s accommodation.

A set of double doors on each 

side permitted the loading of 

parcels or other lightweight 

goods, which gave rise, 

sometime later, to the term 

‘Road Van’, to differentiate them 

from traditional goods brake 

vans. Their use for conveying 

goods seems to have dwindled 

from the 1920s onwards, with 

the side doors being sealed shut 

on many vehicles to reduce 

draughts in the guard’s quarters.

Kernow Model Rail Centre 

(KMRC) has chosen to replicate 

the most numerous of this type, 

which were built between 1884 

 Attention to 

detail extends 

WRbSODQN�GHWDLO�RQ�

the underside of 

the roof at the 

veranda end – very 

LPSUHVVLYH��

Kernow LSWR 
road vans
X SCALE ‘OO’  X MODEL KMRC SB003A/B/C/D/E/F/G/H/J/K LSWR 10t road van 

X PRICE £34.99 each  X AVAILABILITY Kernow Model Rail Centre 

Tel 01209 714099 Web www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com
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The parts are crisply 

moulded, with separate 

handrails rendered in a 

resilient, flexible plastic, 

while the various lamp brackets 

are impressive. The stove 

chimney even has a hole 

in the top, rather than a solid 

moulding and the glazing, 

complete with protective bars, 

is neatly executed.

drawings published in 

Model Railway Journal (Issue 32), 

all key dimensions have been 

captured faithfully, including 

the 10ft 6in wheelbase. 

The width of the planking is also 

correct, including the slightly 

narrower (6.5in) planks at the 

veranda end. What’s more, the 

character of the prototype has 

been carried off perfectly.

and 1905. Nearly 500 examples 

were constructed, each 

featuring external framework to 

the timber body and 8.5in wide 

horizontal planks. This pattern 

was classified by the Southern 

as Diagram 1541.

The 10T vans offered only a 

modest amount of braking force, 

compared to the more usual 

20+tons mass of other 

contemporary brake vans. 

Therefore, they were 

sometimes employed in pairs 

for heavier trains and were 

used across the LSWR system, 

as far west as Cornwall. Under SR 

ownership, they travelled further 

afield, including to the Isle of 

Wight, and many examples 

lasted in BR use well into the 

1960s, including within the 

Departmental fleet. Four 

examples survived into 

preservation, including one 

van being chosen for the 

National Collection. 

TOP TEN
KMRC is offering ten different 

versions in this first batch of 

models, spanning the LSWR, SR, 

BR and preservation eras. 

Accordingly, there’s a choice 

of LSWR/SR ‘goods brown’ or 

BR pale grey body colours, 

with all manner of lettering 

and number variations. We’ll 

come to the finish in a moment, 

but first let’s look at the fabric 

of the model itself.

Compared to a set of scale 
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while the step boards 

correctly feature toe guards at 

the veranda end. The brake 

actuating gear is present, and 

the brake shoes are linked with 

yokes and levers. The eight-

spoke wheels feature refined 

flanges, and the axles turn freely, 

allowing the wagon to run 

smoothly and quietly. 

TENSION MENTION
Pivoting NEM coupler pockets 

are installed, fitting around the 

brake cross-shafts, which is 

very welcome. The slimline 

tension lock couplers 

themselves are of a slightly 

different pattern to the norm, 

but they worked effectively with 

other stock during test-running.

The level of finish is high 

across all ten models, with 

the sharp separation between 

the brown and red colours on 

the LSWR/SR versions being 

notable. All printing is crisp 

and legible, including the 

solebar-mounted numberplates. 

All in all, this makes for a 

very attractive model, depicting 

an important steam-era 

prototype for BR(SR), SR and 

LSWR enthusiasts. (GD) 

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Excellent.

PROS 
O Looks.

O�/HYHO�RI�ƓQLVK�

O�,PSUHVVLYH�

XQGHUIUDPHbGHWDLO�

O Important prototype 

IRUb6RXWKHUQ�IDQV�

CONS
1RWKLQJ�

A couple of detail differences 

are catered for, most notably in 

the choice of plain or ribbed 

buffer shanks and straight or 

inward-angled step board 

brackets, the latter being a 

feature of vans employed on 

the Isle of Wight. I initially 

thought that the bufferheads 

were brass fittings, but they’re 

actually ultra-fine plastic 

mouldings. Attention to detail 

extends to plank detail on the 

underside of the roof at the 

veranda end – very impressive!

The underframes boast fine 

suspension and axlebox detail, 
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I
n a welcome move for 

modern-era enthusiasts, 

Peterborough retailer 

Trains4U has commissioned 

Cavalex Models to produce the 

BR/MOD ‘Warflat’. Built at BR’s 

Shildon Works in the late 1970s, 

the wagons were designed to 

transport lightweight military 

vehicles and equipment around 

the network, from depots to 

training ranges. They’re still in 

use today, working to and from 

major MoD railheads.

Initially coded PFB under TOPS, 

the wagons featured both 

vacuum and air brake equipment, 

before they were converted to 

airbraking only as part of a 

refurbishment programme in the 

1990s, and re-coded to KFA. 

Many modern-era enthusiasts 

have had a soft spot for these 

wagons and, back in the early 

2000s, Model Rail produced a 

popular etched brass kit. 

Therefore, this new model is a 

welcome addition to the ranks 

of RTR ‘OO’ rolling stock, joining 

the ‘Warwells’ produced recently 

optional extra. I’m looking forward 

to seeing rakes of these wagons 

loaded with Land Rovers and 

other Army vehicles on exhibition 

layouts in future! (GD)

 The prototypically austere frames 

are relieved by a full array of brake 

reservoir tanks, valves, pipework and 

retaining clips 

Trains4U/Cavalex 
3)%�.)$�Ō:DUŴDWō

by Oxford Rail and Hattons.

Eight versions have been 

created in this initial production 

run, spread across the 1980s and 

post-1990s eras, in PFB and KFA 

form respectively. The wagons 

possess plenty of mass (90g 

each), thanks to the diecast zinc 

alloy chassis, leading to smooth 

running, helped by a refined set of 

metal wheels. The deck top is a 

plastic moulding, with plank detail 

and recessed shackle pockets and 

tread panels at each end. 

The clipped oval buffers are 

sprung and the corner jacks are 

nicely rendered, complete with 

operating handwheels and a 

discernible thread. Separate lamp 

brackets are installed, and wire 

loops are provided at each corner, 

which is a welcome touch. The 

prototypically austere frames are 

relieved by a full array of brake 

reservoir tanks, valves, pipework 

and retaining clips. The plastic 

bogies look convincing, with an 

impressive set of brake 

handwheels and crisply printed 

lettering. A lovely set of brake 

discs is fitted to alternate wheels, 

although there is no rendition of 

the calipers. 

NEM pockets are provided, 

fitted to sprung, pivoting close 

coupler units, which work 

effectively, despite the cams being 

a little stiff on our samples. 

Furthermore, there was excessive 

lateral play in the tension lock 

hooks, although these wagons are 

pre-production samples, so we 

can’t say if the production run will 

be similarly affected.

On the whole, the level of finish 

is good, with just a few instances 

of the yellow lettering appearing a 

little less than perfect. Offering 

great value, these wagons are 

sure to be popular and Trains4U is 

also producing a pack of 

3D-printed wheel chocks as an 

X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�7UDLQV�8�&DYDOH[�3)%�.)$�Ō:DUŴDWō�ZDJRQV��X PRICE £35.00 each  X AVAILABILITY Trains4U Tel 01733 895989 Web www.trains4u.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Impressive.

PROS 
O Underframe detail.

O�Useful prototype.

O�Early and later versions 

available.

CONS
O�Some blurred lettering.

O�Coupler units a little stiff 

on our samples.
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X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL�5HYROXWLRQ�7UDLQV�57�3&9�7236�-�3&9�Ō&HPŴRō�FHPHQW�KRSSHUV��

X PRICE UUS�e�������X AVAILABILITY Revolution Trains Web www.revolutiontrains.com

C
onstructed in the early 

1960s for Associated 

Portland Cement 

Manufacturers (APCM), 

the ‘Cemflo’ design featured 

an aluminium body and 

air-discharge system, 

allowing a larger 

payload to be carried 

and providing easier 

unloading compared to 

BR’s existing cement 

wagon fleet. Perhaps best 

known for their use on the 

Cliffe-Uddingston flow, 

taking cement from Kent to 

Glasgow, the ‘Cemflos’ were 

certainly an eye-catching sight, 

 The complex but attractive outline 

looks perfect and there is plenty of 

exquisite surface relief 

Revolution Trains 
PCV cement 
hoppers

especially during the drab 

tail-end of the steam age.

Accurascale’s excellent ‘OO’ 

‘Cemflo’ appeared in 2019 

(MR261) and this ‘N’ gauge 

version is every bit as 

impressive. Manufac-

tured by Accurascale, 

but sold under the 

Revolution Trains 

banner, this 2mm scale 

rendition boasts a 

similarly high specification. 

Seven different triple-packs are 

being offered, with Blue Circle 

logos, pre-TOPS branding and 

post-TOPS versions, with PCV 

codes and other appropriate 

markings, all of which sport the 

same stylish silver paintwork.

Pack J is under review here 

and, in terms of looks, the 

wagons are hard to fault. The 

complex but attractive outline 

looks perfect and there is plenty 

of exquisite surface relief, 

including bolt and rivet heads, 

panel seams, and the barrel-top 

walkways and filler hatches are 

superb. The distinctive perfo-

rated sideframes, discharge 

chutes and brake gear are all 

there, with pipe runs and 

cross-shafts present and correct. 

The Oleo buffers look the part, 

while the couplers are mounted 

into pivoting NEM pockets, 

allowing for close coupling on 

straight track, while the gap 

opens slightly to compensate for 

curves. The disc wheels feature 

RP25 flange profiles and our 

samples ran smoothly and 

reliably under test.

Quality of the paintwork and 

lettering is universally high, with 

some very fine lettering applied 

to the data plates on the solebar, 

as well as the tiny Metro-Cammell 

logos. With these excellent new 

wagons, Revolution Trains and 

Accurascale have definitely 

cemented their place in the world 

of ‘N’ gauge rolling stock! (GD)

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Superb.

PROS 
O Looks.

O�/RWV�RI�ƓQH�GHWDLO�

O�&ORVH�FRXSOLQJ�

O�4XDOLW\�ƓQLVK�

CONS
O�1RWKLQJ�
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL   

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

OUT 
NOW

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05����&��1R�b����
�X05����'��1R�b����
�X05����(��1R�b����
�X05����)��1R�b����
�X05����*��1R������
�X05����$��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05������1R�b���� 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
GWR GREEN
�X05������*:5�JUHHQ�1R�b����

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
�X05����$��%5�EODFN�HDUO\� 

HPEOHP�SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05����%��%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�
SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05������%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

ZHDWKHUHG��1R�b����
 
NCB GREEN
�X05����$��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����
�X05����%��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����

 
PRESERVED GREEN
�X05����$��*UHHQ�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP��
1R�b�����
�X05����%��*UHHQ�Ō'DUW�9DOOH\ō�

OHWWHULQJ��1R�b����

ORDER
YOURS 

TODAY!
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

 OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 1R�b������/1(5�

SRVW�ZDU�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

NINE TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 1R�b�������

%5bHDUO\bHPEOHP

MR-206 1R�b������/1(5�

ZDUWLPH�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

Specification list

MR-210 1R�b������

/1(5bOLQHGbOLYHU\

MR-202 1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��IXOO�VNLUWV

MR-208 1R�b������/1(5�

OLQHG�OLYHU\��QRbVNLUWV

MR-209 1R�b������/1(5�

XQOLQHG�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

MR-204 

1R�b�������%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�

OHWWHULQJ��QR�VNLUWV

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 1R�b�������

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�OHWWHULQJ��

IXOObVNLUWV

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

1R�b�������LQ�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ

MR-111 

Ō86$ō������7�1R�bV���

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�XQOLQHG�EODFN��

Ō6XQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJō

MR-111 and MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 1R�b'6����Maunsell��

%5b'HSDUWPHQWDO�JUHHQ

MR-101 1R�b������86$7&�EODFN

MR-108 1R�b����.HLJKOH\�	�:RUWK�

9DOOH\�5DLOZD\�RFKUH

MR-107 1R�b����1DWLRQDOb&RDO�

%RDUGbEODFN

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 

footsteps

Later style 

tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 

pocket

Front platform 

(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC-ready

Original clack 

valves
Original 

grab 

handles

SR cab 

windows

Six-pin decoder 

socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

2XU�Ō86$ō������7V�DUH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WRbVHOO�RXW�
Ŋ�RUGHU�\RXUV�WRGD\��
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 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

132 pages of expert advice from Britain’s best modellers

A     

Manual

£5.99

2020 

ANNUAL
Volume 81 2 3 4

Re-create movie 

sets in miniature
How to research 

your prototype
Detail & improve 

resin models
Build plastic, 

wood & card kits

 Build A  
Model Railway

HOW TO 
BUILDING & 

STRUCTURES 

SPECIAL

Ultimate guide to making buildings

CONTAINS 30+ STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES TO…

From stations to pubs, chip shops to cottages, we show 
you how to create the most realistic buildings

MODEL RAIL 
EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS

BRITAIN’S MODEL 
TRAINS 2021
A unique guide to 1,235 
British and Irish-outline, 
ready-to-run locomotives, 
coaches and wagons. 
O Fully updated for 2021
O ‘N’, ‘OO’, ‘O’ & ‘009’ gauges

HOW TO BUILD A 
MODEL RAILWAY 2020

This is the ultimate guide to 
building your model railway 

DQG�LVbIXOO�RI�KLQWV��WLSV�DQG�
detailed step-by-step 

instructions to help you 
create your layout. 

£7.99

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

O Order book for these new models not yet open. 

Keep an eye out in Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

BACHMANN CLASS 66/032-725WDS: 
66062, EURO CARGO RAIL LIVERY, 

SOUND-FITTED

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW

LOWER

PRICE!

OUT 
NOW!



PLUS
Skills Station returns 
next month, as Chris 
Nevard explains 
how to paint and 
weather model 

buildings. 

Next Issue

Sandy Bay
Ahead of The International ‘N’ Gauge Show, we visit 
.HYLQb6PLWK�DV�KH�SUHSDUHV�WR�H[KLELW�KLV�OD\RXW�Ō6DQG\�%D\ō�

Accurascale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Alton Model Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Anoraks Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
C&L Finescale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127
C&M Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
CM3 Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Coastal DCC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Crane Sheds & Summerhouses . . . . .131
Dapol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Deluxe Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 57
Digitrains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
DMG Technical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82
Dream Steam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Durham Trains of Stanley . . . . . . . . . . 127
Eileen’s Emporium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127
Ellis Clark Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120
EMA Model Supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Finescalebrass (UK)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Fox Transfers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Frizinghall Models & Railways . . . . . 125
Gaugemaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121, 140
GFB Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Golden Valley Hobbies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 130
Harburn Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Harder & Steenbeck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
Hattons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112-115
Heljan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13
Hobby Trax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38
Howes Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Kernow Model Rail Centre . . . . . . 116-117

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Sun, sea, and     

KJB Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123
KR Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Langley Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Locomotion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 125
Macs Model Railroading . . . . . . . . . . . 130
Megapoints Controllers . . . . . . . . . . . 130
Metcalfe  Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Model Electronic Railway Group  . . 129
Modelrailwayscenery.com  . . . . . . . . 132
Morley Controllers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Morris Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Osborn’s Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Peter’s Spares  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Rails of Sheffield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107-111
Ron Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

S&J Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122
Scalescenes.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131
Smart Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
Spot On Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
TCS UK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131
The Hereford Model Centre . . . . . . . . 45
The Hobby Shop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
TMC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .118-119
Tower Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124
Townstreet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .131
Trains4U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126
Warrington Auctions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129
Warwick & Warwick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
York Modelmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Youchoos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Classified advertisers on pages 135-136

AGR Model 
Railway Store

Basement Model
Branchlines
Church Street Models
Connoisseur Models
Crafty Hobbies
Dave Angell Trains
East Somerset Models
Golden Arrow 

Productions
Howard Scenic Supplies

Jacksons Models
John Dutfield 

For Model Railways
Kent Garden Railways
Mark’s Trains
Model Scenery 

Supplies
Nick Tozer 

Railway Books
Orwell Model Railways
P&D Marsh
Pooley’s Puffers

Recreation 21
Redcar Models & 

Hobbies
Roxey Mouldings
The Hobby Goblin
The Sports and 

Model Shop
The Tutbury Jinny
Tri-Angman
Trident Trains
Upstairs Downstairs

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Old coaches, 
new railway
Chris Leigh delivers 
a masterclass on 
four and six-wheeled 
coaches, and explains 
KRZ�\RX�FDQ�XVH�
pre-Grouping stock 
RQ�D�����V�OD\RXW�

NEVER  

MISS AN  

ISSUE!

Turn to page 24 for 

details of our great  

subscription 

offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 
01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 
to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 
number below to 

speak to our 
advertising team.

ON SALE 

AUG
5



SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL L ISTINGS

INCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS & GREAT DEALS!!

www.railsofsheffield.com

PRICING POLICY FOR IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE ITEMS: The price advertised on Rails of Sheffield website will be the price charged at the time of the 
order being processed. This excludes errors in pricing (E & OE) in the event of an error with a price you will be contacted prior to the order being processed 
and given the option to accept the correct price or cancel the order.

PLEASE NOTE: All items currently in stock are despatched immediately. Forthcoming releases will be despatched immediately upon release. If your order 
contains both current items and forthcoming releases then these will be despatched separately and subject to separate delivery charges. 

SHIPPING COSTS:  ROYAL MAIL 48 HOUR TRACKED £4.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 2 days of dispatch 
including Saturdays (this is not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

ROYAL MAIL 24 HOUR TRACKED £5.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 1 day of dispatch including Saturdays (this is 
not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

SPECIAL DELIVERY £8.50: Guaranteed delivery by 1pm the next day Monday to Saturday. With full track and trace 
system, your parcel is delivered speedily and securely (orders must be placed by 2pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

PARCEL FORCE COURIER SERVICE £7.50: Next day delivery for much of the UK, including Saturdays. Full track and 
trace system. Used for parcels over 1.8kg without packing or if you would like a speedy secure delivery of your parcel. 
This excludes the following post codes BT, JE, GY, IM, KW, IV, PA and PO30- 44, KA27-28, PH17-26, PH49-50 and ZE. 
The cost for these postcodes is £12.00 and will be delivered within two to three working days (orders must be placed 
by 3pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

WORLDWIDE POSTAGE: For all orders outside the UK, postage will be charged at cost, based on the weight and size 
of the parcel.

RAILS TV & 
SOCIAL MEDIA...

Like us on: railsofsheffield    railsofsheffield    railssheffield    railsofsheffield

2 STORES, 100’S OF ITEMS ADDED DAILY

RAILS-SHEFFIELD RAILS-VAULT

NEW POINT
MOTORS

railsofsheffield.com

1970 2020

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

CONNECT WITH THE 
NEXT GENERATION
OF DCC DECODERS

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE VERSIONS DETAILS & STOCK

GREAT
PRICES

IN
STOCK

NOW!

RPM-SM.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £8.95

RPM-SM.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £39.95

RPM-SMD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £19.95

RPM-SMD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £54.95

RPM-UB.1 POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £6.95

RPM-UB.5 POINT MOTOR (5 PACK) £32.50

RPM-UBD.1 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (SINGLE PACK) £17.95

RPM-UBD.3 DIGITAL POINT MOTOR (3 PACK) £49.95

RCC-CDU.1 RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWER CDU CAPACITOR DISCHARGE UNIT £14.95

ROS-6D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-8D RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODER  £19.95

ROS-218 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-N18 RAILS CONNECT DECODER, NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODER £19.95

ROS-8HP RAILS CONNECT DECODER, HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODER £24.95

ROS-6D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 6 PIN DIRECT 2 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-8D_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 8 PIN DIRECT 4 FUNCTION NANO DECODERS  £99.75

ROS-218_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT 21 PIN DIRECT (8 PIN HARNESS) 6 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-N18_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT NEXT 18 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £99.75

ROS-8HP_6 PACK PACK OF SIX RAILS CONNECT HIGH POWERED 8 PIN HARNESS 4 FUNCTION DECODERS £124.75

RRR-OG.4  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 4 AXLE £84.95

RRR-OG.6  RAILS CONNECT PREMIUM EDITION O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD – 6 AXLE £129.95

PREMIUM EDITION 
O GAUGE ROLLING ROAD

CAVALEX ANNOUNCE

CLASS 56
12 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £30 Deposit
PRICES TBC - see website for details

Class 56008 BR Blue Livery

Class 56018 EWS Livery

Class 56023 Coal Sector

Class 56055 Loadhaul Livery

Class 56070 BR Blue Livery

Class 56097 Metals Sector

Class 56120 BR Blue Large Logo

Class 56046 Construction Sector

Class 56019 Railfreight Red Stripe

Class 56077 Original Railfreight Livery

Class 56074 “Kellingley Colliery” Coal Sector

Class 56093 Tinsley Celebrity BR Blue Large Logo







See the website for full details:      
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EXCLUSIVE S 
OO GAUGE MODELS

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

DERBY/SULZER TYPE 4

CLASS 45’s
BR DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE

2 VERSIONS
AVAILABLE PRE-ORDER NOW! £169.00  Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

BR 21T MDV/PMV
IN MC METALS LIVERY 

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
£74.95

TRIPLE 
PACK

NEW!

HYA DRS HOPPER
IN DIRECT RAIL SERVICES LIVERY 

TWIN 
PACK

NEWLY TOOLED

DELTIC
6 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £160–£250 
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

18000
BR GAS TURBINE CLASS

3 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

£199.99   /   £199.95

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

COMING
SOON! ELECTRIC AUTOCAR

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

WAINWRIGHT

D CLASS
Secure 

yours for

ONLY £30 
DEPOSIT

6 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

IN STOCK! 
LAST FEW

PFA 2 AXLE FLAT WAGONS
WITH RJB COAL CONTAINERS

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
£74.95  /  29.95

TRIPLE 
PACK

NEW! PCA BULK CEMENT WAGON 
CAIB - STS NO. 10633

SOUND UPGRADE
AVAILABLE



      railsofsheffield.com/exclusive

 COLLECTION
OO GAUGE MODELS

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

SEE 
WEBSITE 
for more 

EXCLUSIVES
& details!

BR LINED GREEN (LATE CREST) 2-6-2

CLASS V2
'DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY'

PRE-ORDER NOW! £229.95–329.95  
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

2 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

BBA/BLA
BOGIE STEEL WAGONS  

PRE-
ORDER 
NOW!

£45-£95

19 VERSIONS

NEW!

NEW LIVERIES AND NUMBERS ADDED TO SONIC 56xx LINE-UP

N-gauge newcomer Sonic Models is offering additional liveries and new 
numbers to the forthcoming 56xx (GWR/BR9W) 0-6-2 tank locomotive.

PRE-ORDER NOW! £109.95 12 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

N GAUGE

S2101-01 – 5637. BR lined green.
S2101-01A – 5643. BR lined green. 

S2101-02 – 6681. BR lined green weathered.
S2101-03 – 5633. BR unlined green.
S2101-04 – 6639. BR unlined black.
S2101-04A – 5619. BR unlined black.

S2101-05 – 5616. GW unlined green.
S2101-06 – 6623. GW unlined green.
S2101-06A – 6671. GW unlined green.
S2101-07 – 5609. GW unlined green. 
S2101-08 – 6602. BR unlined black.

S2101-09 – 5644. GW Unlined green.

Q3 2021
EXPECTED

See website 
for details

CLASS 92’s2 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

£159.99 – £259.99

PRE-ORDER NOW!  
ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

CLASS 37/6
NO.37610

812 CLASS 0-6-0
CALEDONIAN RAILWAY BLUE MCINTOSH

3&5 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

£179.95 – £220

PRE-ORDER NOW!
ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

PRECEDENT
LNWR IMPROVED CLASS 2-4-0

N GAUGE PRE-ORDER NOW! 
£79.95

DRAX POWER IIA-D BIOMASS HOPPERS - TWIN PACKS
Featuring NEM couplers, highly detailed bodies with a host of separately 
fitted details including hopper roof door opening rams, control gear and 
brake equipment, and will be available in a range of numbers and liveries.

EXCLUSIVE Twin Packs, Unique Running No's: – Original Drax Power livery
– Drax Northern Powerhouse livery   – Drax Renewable Pioneer livery

RANGE
OF
SIX

TWIN
PACKS



















WANTED

ellisclarktrains.com

01756 701451
ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

LOOKING TO SELL

YOUR COLLECTION?

We highly value your models
� Full/part collections purchased

� No need for a list - we travel and view/collect

� Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana

� All gauges and ages, including continental & US

� Upfront payment by cash, bank transfer or cheque

� Vast experience in purchasing large collections

� Friendly and professional service

� Specialised interest in 7mm O gauge

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT ELLIS OR ALBERT

VISIT

OO,

our NEW SITE

clarkrailworks.com

for

N etc

HO

Ellis Clark Trains
Unit 2 Toller Court
Shortbank Road
Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com





Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,
Coaches, Wagons, etc. 

Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of
Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 
WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 
or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk



NEW
MODEL 
SHOP IN 

HENSALL, 
YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005
Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Visit us on

FACEBOOK

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk

Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

GOOD QUALITY

PRE-OWNED MODEL 

RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS

WANTED
Sell us your secondhand model
railways in all gauges including,

N Gauge, OO Gauge and O Gauge.

Have you got a Model Railway to sell?
We buy Pre-owned
Model Railways and 
Model Trains. We are 

always looking for Model 
Railways in all gauges.
Here are some examples of the

brands we have purchased:
 Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, 
Dapol, Heljan, Mainline, Oxford Rail.



 

TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00
GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00
GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00
GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00
LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00
GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00
GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00
GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00
GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00
LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00
LMS/BR Original Patriot....................£1650.00

Over 100 R-T-R locos available off the shelf

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GL1 LNER/BR D10/11 4-4-0  .....................£340.00
GL14 LNER / BR Q4 TINY 0-8-0  ................£350.00
GL16 LNER / BR Q1/1 0-8-0 TANK  ...........£320.00
GL20 LMS/BR PRINCESS  ..........................£460.00
GL21 LMS/BR ROYAL SCOT  ......................£400.00
GL23 LMS/BR BRITISH LEGION  ................£400.00
GL24 LMS/BR ORIGINAL PATRIOT  ............£400.00
GL28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0  ............................£320.00
GL36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 ATLANTIC  ..............£410.00
GL44 LNWR/LMS /BR COAL TANK 0-6-2  .£270.00
GL50 LNER/BR 2-8-8-2 GARRATT  ............£650.00
GL57 LNER  / BR L1 2-6-4  ........................£320.00
GL58 LNER  / BR B1 4-6-0  .......................£380.00
GL59 LNER / BR K1 2-6-0  ........................£370.00
GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur............  ......£460.00
GL70 SR / BR SCHOOLS  4-4-0  ................£410.00
FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T......  .....£240.00

MERCIAN LOCO KITS
SG5 LNER/BR J94 Austerity 0-6-0ST ..£180.00
GW2 GWR/BR 14xx Autotank ....................£175.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00
TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £250.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£595.00
TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£595.00
TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£595.00
TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stainer ..............£595.00
TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£595.00
TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£595.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T .........£438.90 
K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0 .......... £502.70
K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T ................ £438.90
K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T  ......... £456.50
K310A LNER/BR A3 with Corridor tender ..£721.60
K317B BR Britannia with BR1/1A tender ..£721.60
K320 LMS / BR 2P/ 2F/ 2MT 2-6-0 ........ £502.70
K324B B.R 9F 2-10-0 BR1B/BR1C ......£721.60
K336 LNER/B.R Peppercorn A2 .......... £721.60
K338 LNER/B.R G5 0-4-0T ................. £502.70
K340 B.R Class 14 complete kit ......... £502.70
K344 NEW LNER/BR Hunt Class 4-4-0..£577.50
K345 NEW LNER/BR Thompson A2/1 ..£721.60
K346 NER / LNER D1 Class H1 4-4-4T ...£495.00

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit .............£21.15
LK705 Brick lineside hut ......................£21.15
LK709 Ground Level Signal Box ...........£30.45
LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£22.50
LK715 Brick Base Signal Box ...............£42.00
LK735 GWR Yard Crane ........................£22.80
LK741 GWR spear fencing ...................£11.65
LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps .........£11.65
LK743 Field fencing and gates .............£10.55
LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)......................£9.85
LK748 Ladders (4) .................................£7.95
LK749 Loading Gauges (2) ...................£13.20
LK750 Single track level crossing gates ...£21.45
LK758 Platelayers tools ..............................£6.85
LK759 Platform lamps (4) ...........................£9.25
LK760 Telephone boxes (2) .........................£9.25
LK761 GWR Station seats (4)  .....................£8.80
LK762 MR/NER station seats (4) .................£8.80
LK763 SR/BR Station seats ........................£8.80
LK764 Bicycles (8) ......................................£8.80
LK765 Police Call Box ...............................£10.55
LK790 GWR home or distant signal ......£19.75

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide ......................£38.00
7063 B.R Standard Van ........................£38.00
7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van .......£38.00
7065 B.R Meat Van ..............................£38.00
7066 B.R. Insulated Van .......................£38.00
7067 B.R 13 ton conflat ‘A’ ..................£34.00
7069 B.R Lowfit Wagon .......................£34.00
7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan .......................£38.00
7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£34.00 
7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£49.00
7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£53.00
7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV ..£79.00
7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van ..................£126.00
7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY ....................£80.00

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can ..................£42.75

W602 GWR Permanent Way brake .......£42.75

W603 GWR 6 wheel brake ...................£44.50

W604 GWR 4 plank open .....................£36.00

W605 GWR Steel Open ........................£36.00

W606 GWR 10 ton Van .........................£44.00

W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon ...........£44.50

W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon ..........£44.00

W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon ..........£44.00

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point ................£58.00

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£58.00

SL700BH 12 yards flexitrack ................£85.75

SLE791BH Right Hand Point .................£46.25

SLE792BH Left Hand Point ...................£46.25

SLE797BH Y Point ................................£46.25

SLE790BH Double Slip .........................£97.50

SLE794BH Long Crossing ....................£52.50

SL10 24 metal railjoiners .......................£3.00

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners ..................£2.85

SL740BH Buffer stop .............................£3.00

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm) .................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight ............£48.00

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves ..£51.25

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

PL33 Microswitch ..................................£5.95

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2) ................£4.85

PL80 Power Feed ...................................£7.50

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon .........£34.50

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon ...........£34.50

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon ............... £34.50

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon ................ £34.50

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton unfitted van........ £34.50

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon ........ £34.50

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton fitted van ........... £34.50

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar £34.50

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van ...... £34.50

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van ....................... £34.50

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon ........... £34.50

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral .... £34.50

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF) ....... £34.50

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral ........ £34.50

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van ......... £34.50

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van ............ £34.50

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ....................... £34.50

PS100 SR/BR Banana van .................... £34.50

PS101 SR/BR Meat van........................ £34.50

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper .............. £34.50

PS106 SR/BR Cattle truck .................... £34.50

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van .......... £34.50

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van ................. £34.50

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van .................. £41.00

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£39.95

47047 Hampton Hill Platelayers Hut .....£19.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47009 Single Engine Shed ..Special offer £60.00 

47-541 Walls & Gates ....................... £25.45 

47-558 Corrugated Shed ...................£16.95

47-572 Midland Water Crane ............ £25.45

47-002 Washing Plant ...................... £84.95

47-0054 Mess Room ........................ £59.50

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 44 Cookson St., Blackpool FY1 3ED

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our well stocked shop, 200 yards from Talbot Rd. Bus Station (Blackpool North 

Railway Station 400 yards). Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Eleven liveries planned

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00 
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries Available

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL CLASS 122
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

CURRENTLY STRANDED ON EVER GIVEN

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £89.00 OUR PRICE £75.00
Extension Pack RRP £39.00 OUR PRICE £35.25
Spare Ends (3) RRP £19.00 OUR PRICE £16.00

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
Selling fast, 3 liveries available

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW DAPOL VANWIDE/VEA’S
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

TOWER MODELS LIMITED EDITION
SETS OF SIX £295.00

NEW DAPOL 14/48/58xx
0-4-2T G.W.R or B.R

Available in various G.W.R & B.R liveries, 

autofitted or not, numbered or un-num-

bered, basic, DCC or DCC sound fitted.
BASIC RRP £232.88 OUR PRICE £197.95

Sound fitted RRP £414.00 OUR PRICE £351.90 

LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 26 & 27

VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

AVAILABLE FIRST HALF 2022

NEW HELJAN 61XX PRAIRIE TANK
HJ6100 6110 Great Western

HJ6101 6106 G.W.R

HJ6102 6114 B.R. unlined black

HJ6103 6111 B.R. unlined green

HJ6104 6132 B.R. lined green

HJ6120 un-numbered Great Western

HJ6121 un-numbered B.R. unlined black

HJ6122 un-numbered B.R. unlined green

HJ6123 un-numbered B.R. lined green

HJ6124 5184 Great Western

HJ6125 4144 B.R. unlined black

HJ6126 5158 B.R. lined green

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLE

See our website for full details

DAPOL HAA COALWAGONS
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £55.00 OUR PRICE £46.75
TOWER MODELS EXCLUSIVE

COAL SECTOR YELLOW FRAME
RRP £55.00 OUR PRICE £46.75

AVAILABLE SUMMER 2022

HELJAN MK1 COACHES
6 Body Types in various liveries

RRP £219.00 OUR PRICE £186.15

GUV various liveries
RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

NOW AVAILABLE

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully finished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £181.13 OUR PRICE £153.96
DCC fitted RRP £212.18 OUR PRICE £180.35 
Sound fitted RRP 362.25 OUR PRICE £307.97

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £243.23 OUR PRICE £206.75
DCC Fitted RRP£274.28 OUR PRICE £233.14

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £46.95 OUR PRICE £39.95
B.R VEA, VBA, MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £51.70 OUR PRICE £43.95

DAPOL HBA & HEA COALWAGONS 

8 LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £55.00 OUR PRICE £46.75

TOWER MODELS SET OF SIX RAIL 
FREIGHT RED GRAY

RRP £330.00 OUR PRICE £275.00

AVAILABLE SPRING 2022

NEW HELJAN Mk2 / 2a COACHES
T.S.O. / F.K. / B.S.O. / B.F.K.

RRP £279.00 OUR PRICE £237.25
DUE FOR RELEASE 2022

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available 2021
Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37/4
Eight liveries available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN 43XX MOGUL
6 standard versions in G.W.R and B.R

all un-numbered and

2 limited editions numbered

List Price £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 45
Original all green livery

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £550.00
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 03
5 liveries available

Both numbered and un-numbered
List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £335.75

NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS 

LIMITED EDITION ICI WAGONS
1950’s: 

Red Salt Van (9 types) £42.50 each

NOW AVAILABLE
1960’s:

Blue Salt Vans (4 types) £42.50

5 plank Lime (5 types) £40.00

5 plank Alkalid (5 types) £40.00

NOW AVAILABLE
16 ton minerals

SODA ASH Livery(3 numbers) £41.50

NOW AVAILABLE

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

DAPOL VANWIDE / VEA
VARIOUS LIVERIES AVAILABLE
RRP £58.59 OUR PRICE £49.80

AVAILABLE AUTUMN 2021

NEW DAPOL CONFLATS
6 VERSIONS WITH LOAD £57.14

4 VERSIONS WITHOUT LOAD £39.54
4 DIFFERENT TOWER MODELS

LTD EDITION SETS OF 3 BR £170.00
NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso or Shell BP Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Planked & Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 31
Limited Re-run 4 liveries remaining

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
LAST FEW

HELJAN CLASS 35 HYMEK
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75 

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 55
3 Liveries Available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS

GWR & LMS Home 4 versions
List Price £58.00

OUR PRICE £49.30

NEW HELJAN CLASS 33
Early and Late Versions

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
11 Liveries IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 31/1 & 31/4
Various liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
Available Soon

HELJAN CLASS 56
Total of 8 liveries

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN CLASS 40
CENTRE HEADCODE 5 liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 

crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 

numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15
DCC fitted RRP £234.00 OUR PRICE £198.90

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully finished with diecast 

body and excellent detail. Choice of six 

liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £512.33 OUR PRICE £435.48
Sound fitted RRP £672.75 OUR PRICE £572.74
Available Autumn 2021 Reserve yours now

DAPOL CLASS 121
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £309.47 OUR PRICE £263.05
DCC Sound List Price £516.47 OUR PRICE £439.00

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL BOGIE BOLSTER E
6 LIVERIES AVAILABLE

RRP £72.40 OUR PRICE £61.54
NOW AVAILABLE
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M O D E L S  F E AT U R E D
0 0  G A U G E The National Collection in Miniature

Visit locomotionmodels.com our online store for details and more

Locomotion, Shildon DL4 2RE   Tel: 01904 685785

FIND US ON:

Visit the Locomotion Museum Shop for:
All prices and offers 

are subject to change 
without notice

South Eastern & Chatham Railway D Class 4-4-0 No. 737

as preserved at the National Railway Museum, York

Some accessory parts 

may require fitting 

by customer.

EXCLUSIVE MODELS

D CLASS 4-4-0 No. 737

IN 

PARTNERSHIP 

WITH

ORDER NOW! 

£199.99*
*DCC SOUND version 

also available

£324.99
(plus postage)

NOW AVAILABLE!

Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) ... £6.50 In colour 
N (1/148th) .............. £5.50 In colour
O (1/43rd) ................ £4.50 In colour

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

4 Lineside Men digging,bolt greaser bolt tightener pair .........£4.80
4 Lineside men set2 3 track straighteners + pickaxe ............£4.80 
4 Seated lying down drunks ..................................................£4.80 
4 Drunks/wino’s dancing, pukeing, peeing and sleeping .......£4.80
������¶V�6WDWLRQ�¿JV�JXDUGV�IDW�FRQWUROOHU�SRUWHU�HWF .............£6.30 
6 Assorted Gravediggers. Pick, shovel and lamp holders .....£6.30
&DQDGLDQ�&DQRH�DQG���SDGGOLQJ�¿JV ....................................£6.85 
&DQDGLDQ�&DQRH�SDGGLQJ�DQG�UHVWLQJ�¿JXUH .........................£6.85 
3 Deep-sea Divers, 2 helpers, compressor ...........................£6.75 
3 x Kids/ R.C. Toys, 1 adult launching plane .........................£6.30
6 Kids, 4 with skateboards, 2 rollerskates .............................£6.30 
��[�:LQGVXUIHU�DQG�¿JXUH ......................................................£5.15 
��6XUIHUV����VXU¿QJ�RQH�ZD[LQJ�ERDUG ...................................£6.30 
��+XQWLQJ�¿JV�	���μJXQ�GRJV¶�ZLWK�SKHDVDQW ..........................£6.30 
6 Assorted People with Umbrellas .........................................£6.35  
8 Assorted Ambulance/Paramedics .......................................£7.55 
2 Assorted Mobility Scooters and Figs ..................................£6.60 
Council/Municipal Figure and rubbish cart ............................£5.05 
Cider/Fruit Press Figure and demijohns ................................£6.30 
C.C.T.V. Cameras (3 wall and 1 post mounted) ....................£5.25
5 Policemen in various positions ...........................................£5.45
$VVRUWHG�$JULFXOWXUDO�7RROV�	�(TXLSPHQW ...............................£4.55
$VVRUWHG�,QGXVWULDO�7RROV��	�(TXLSPHQW .................................£4.55
3ODWIRUP�0DFKLQHV��WLFNHWV�FKRFRODWH�ZHLJKLQJ�VFDOHV� ........£6.30
,QG�0DFKLQH��0LOO�	�3LOODU�'ULOO ................................................£6.85
,QG�0DFKLQH�/DWKH�	�YHUWLFDO�VDQGHU .....................................£6.85
,QG�0DFKLQH�)O\�3UHVV�	�3LOODU�7RRO�*ULQGHU ..........................£5.90

‘N Scale’

Coal Staithes £8.80

Burrell Showmans

Engine £15.20

Painted Funeral Scene .............................................. £13.00  
Painted 6 Assorted Dogs ............................................. £8.90 
Painted Newspaper vendor and paper box ................. £6.70
Painted 2 Friesian Cows (patched brown/white) ......... £7.80 
Painted 2 x Highland Cattle ......................................... £8.30 
3DLQWHG�:KLWH�:HGGLQJ�VFHQH����¿JV� ...................... £22.80
3DLQWHG���[�:RUNLQJ�$FWLRQ�¿JXUHV�VHW�� ................... £15.15
3DLQWHG���[�ZRUNLQJ�¿JXUHV�VHW��............................... £15.15
3DLQWHG�:KDUIVLGH�)LJXUHV ........................................ £15.15
Painted 2 Wooden Barrels Weathered ........................ £5.35
3DLQWHG�/LIHEHOWV�DQG�6WDQGV ....................................... £9.60 
Painted Mangle, tin bath and bucket ........................... £6.90
3DLQWHG�6XQGLDO��ELUG�EDWK�DQG�ÀRZHU�SRWV�XUQV .......... £9.60
Painted Water Butt and 4 Flower Tubs ...................... £10.25
Painted Private Siding Gate .......................................£11.90 
Painted Small 5 Bar Gate ............................................ £7.75
Painted Guards Band (10 Figs) ................................. £30.20
Painted 10 Chimney Pots (terracotta) ......................... £4.75
Painted 6 Kings and Queens Pots............................... £9.50  
Painted 12 Round Chimney Pots (weathered) ............ £9.50
3DLQWHG�0LONPDQ�	�0LON�&UDWHV...................................£11.10 
3DLQWHG�/RFR�'ULYHU�	�)LUHPDQ ................................... £6.00 
3DLQWHG���6HDWHG�(QJLQH�&UHZ ................................. £15.15 
Painted Loco Crew 2 x Diesel Drivers ......................... £6.00
3DLQWHG�:DWHUIRZO���VZDQV�DQG�GXFNV�HWF ..................£11.65
3DLQWHG�3LJV���SLJOHWV�DQG�IHHGLQJ�WURXJKV .................. £9.60
Painted 5 Assorted Firemen Action Figures .............. £13.00

/1:5�/06�6LJQDO�ER[�	�LQWHULRU .................... £28.35
3DYLOOLRQ��FULFNHW��IRRWEDOO��FDIp��VFRXWV�HWF� ..... £19.95
&RQVHUYDWRU\��FKDLUV�	�WDEOHV ...........................£11.00
*UHHQKRXVHV�	�JDUGHQ�VKHGV ..........................£11.00
War Memorial .................................................... £3.90
&OLII�5DLOZD\�,QFO�FRDFKHV�	�PRWRUL]LQJ ......... £127.40
Surburban Station building .............................. £19.30
Stained glass windows - small........................... £5.60
'UDLQ�	�0DQKROH�&RYHUV��EUDVV� ....................... £4.10
10 Oil Drums...................................................... £3.85
��URZLQJ�ERDWV�	�¿VKHUPDQ ............................... £5.50
&RXQWU\�*DUDJH��LQFO�IROGLQJ�GRRUV�................. £19.95
3 Harnessed Horses .......................................... £4.35
2 Unharnessed horses ...................................... £3.10
/RFR�&UHZ�'ULYHU�	�)LUHPDQ ............................. £1.95
:DWHUIRZO�����6ZDQV�	���'XFNV ........................ £3.65
:DVKLQJ�/LQH�	�)LJXUH ...................................... £3.85
6 Assorted Cows................................................ £5.20
:LOG�$QLPDOV���IR[HV��UDEELWV��EDGJHU��VTXLUUHO... £3.65
��6HDJXOOV�����À\LQJ����VWDQGLQJ......................... £3.65
6 Assorted Dogs ................................................ £3.40 
+XQW�6FHQH�����KRUVHV�	�ULGHUV���KRXQGV.......... £7.50
:RUNLQJ�0HQ���RQ�/DGGHU�	���RQ�WUHVWOH ........... £4.95
8 Pigs................................................................. £3.65
8 Sheep ............................................................. £3.65
10 Chickens ....................................................... £3.65 
2 Shire Horses ................................................... £3.10

%ULVWRO�μ5R\DO�%OXH¶�FRDFK�����¶V...................£14.30
Newcastle/London Q1 trolley bus 52-59........£18.80
Leyland Tiger TS7 coach 1935 ......................£14.30 
Leyland Hippo lorry 1947.................................£9.30 
Parcel van - 1 horse ........................................£6.65
Delivery trolley - 2 horse ..................................£6.95
Hansom Cab....................................................£4.90
*\SV\�FDUDYDQ��KRUVH�	�¿JXUHV .................... £11.15
Morris Commercial Van 1 ton 1950’s ...............£6.40
6KDQG�0DVRQ�KRUVH�GUDZQ�¿UH�HQJLQH .......... £11.15
/H\ODQG�%HDYHU�ÀDWEHG�ORUU\��������¶V ...........£9.20
Leyland Beaver 3 way Tipper 1949-70’s .........£9.40
Coal cart - horse drawn ...................................£6.65 
Brewery Dray - horse drawn ............................£6.85
Railway Delivery lorry 5 ton 2 horse ................£6.85
5XVWRQ�%XF\UXV��5%�IDFH�VKRYHO�μ����� ......£17.45
19-RB dragline/clam bucket/demo ’37-55 .....£25.90
$(&�0HUFXU\�7UDFWRU�	�ORZ�ORDGHU���¶V .........£10.50
$(&�0HUFXU\�7UDFWRU�	�ÀDWEHG�WUDLOHU���¶V ......£9.20
$(&�0HUFXU\���ZD\�7LSSHU�����¶V ..................£9.40
$(&�0DUVKDOO�0DPPRWK�0DMRU�ÀDWEHG ............£9.40
/H\ODQG�%HDYHU�	�ORZ�ORDGHU����� ................£10.50
22-RB Face Shovel Crane 55 onwards .........£17.55
���5%�'UDJOLQH�'HPROLWLRQ�&UDQH�μ���RQ ......£25.90
���5%�/DWWLFH�&UDQH�	�)O\�-LE�μ���RQ ............£27.35
%XOOGR]HU�&LUF�����¶V .....................................£13.90
3UHLVWPDQ�+\GUDXOLF�([FDYDWRU .....................£17.45 

OO SCALE 
Atkinson Breakdown Lorry 
£36.05 Waterfowl set £5.45, 
Wild Birds £5.10 loads of 
other kits in our illustrated 
colour catalogue website
www.langleymodels.co.uk



Trains4U Exclusive 

Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

PFB Green with green bufferbeams & jacks
Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for late 1990s to present day

Produced by 

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ OO Gauge

£35.00 each

Open Tues-Fri 10:00-5:00, Sat 10:00-5:00, Sunday 10:30ʹ3:30, closed Monday

IN STOCK NOW!
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6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

�

(,/((1·6�(0325,80�
0DLO�RUGHU��hŶŝƚ�ϭ��ϭϮ�,ŝŐŚŶĂŵ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�

EĞǁĞŶƚ�ZŽĂĚ��'ůŽƵĐĞƐƚĞƌ��'>Ϯ���E���E'>�E��
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C & L FINESCALE ARE 
SUPPLIERS OF WELL PROVEN 
RANGE OF 4 & 7MM TRACK 

BUILDING MATERIALS WHICH 
INCLUDES OUR EASY BUILD 
POINT KITS WHICH CONTAIN 

ALL OF THE REQUIRED PARTS 
TO BUILD A POINT, FOR 

THE FULL RANGE PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE.

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

Office hours: 10.00 to 13.00 
Monday to Friday

C & L Finescale Track Building 

Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 

12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX

Telephone 01372 748490 

www.clfinescale.co.uk

Easy build point kits available in 
4 and 7mm scales

Ready made common crossings 
in 4mm OO FINE & OO RTR, 
EM, P4 AND 7mm f7 & S7.

All new 7mm O Gauge flexi track

New 4 & 7mm 
individual rail chair 

chair sprues

New OO Flexi track 
based on track panels

OUT
NOW

‘16XX’
0-6-0-PT

22 
versions to 
choose from

—x—

—x—

Go to page 102 for 
full details

Order 
yours 

today!
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WARRINGTON AUCTIONS
551 Europa Boulevard, WA5 7TP

MODEL RAILWAY, TRAINS, BOATS, DIECAST, RADIO CONTROL, DOLLS, 
VINTAGE COMPUTER GAMING, AIRCRAFT AND MORE!

FORTNIGHTLY TOY & MODEL AUCTIONS
July 6th & 20th, August 3rd, 17th & 31st, September 14th & 28th, 

October 12th & 26th, November 9th & 23rd, December 7th

ONLINE BIDDING VIA OUR WEBSITE,  
EASYLIVEAUCTION.COM & THE-SALEROOM.COM

IN-HOUSE POSTAL SERVICE OR 

CLICK & COLLECT!

SELL!   SELL!   SELL!
ACCEPTING SINGLE ITEMS & FULL COLLECTIONS FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS

CONTACT US

E-Mail: enquiries@warringtonauction.co.uk

Telephone: 01925 658833

Website: www.warringtonauction.co.uk

www.merg.org.uk

WHO ARE WE AND
WHAT DO WE OFFER?

The group was set up in 1967 by some like minded electronic 
enthusiasts who had an interest in seeing how they could use their 

expertise to control Model Railways.

The membership has grown over the years and we now have 
members from across the world.

MERG offers each member access to expert advice, a forum to ask 
questions, local area group meetings both face to face and online, 

four Journals a year, access to a wide range of self build kits and the 
opportunity to learn how to build and understand how electronics can 

enhance your Railway Models.

There is a one off joining fee of £5.00 for administration, then yearly 
membership is UK £16.00, EU £18.00, Rest of the World £20.00.

(Model Electronic Railway Group)

The photograph shows a couple of 
completed kits that would enable you to 
have a fully specifi ed Digital Command 

Control (DCC) system.

Command station, Hand held CAB and 
power supply is £80.84 to members.

They represent just a small part of our 
large range of kits.

Please see our website for more details
on how to join and what we offer.
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MAC’S 

MODEL 

RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET

KIRRIEMUIR

01575 572397
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MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk

Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN
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CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:

OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are
Being Listed On Our Website.

Q�Model Railways Q��Ѵ-vঞ1��b|v�Q�$u-1h�Q�Tools Q��o7;ѴѴbm]��-|;ub-Ѵv

SPOT-ON MODELS
)b|_�o�;u�ƒƏ�
;-uv�;�r;ub;m1;ķ�
;�o@;u�-�_ov|�o=�lo7;ѴѴbm]�b|;lv�

SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK

GREAT PRICES

SECOND HAND & BARGAIN SECTIONS

HORNBY - BACHMANN - DCC CONCEPTS

NOCH - GAUGEMASTER - & MUCH MORE

���+�ŬƑ�ƕƔ���"$���!�"������$

��(��������

WWW.SPOTONMODELS.CO.UK
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www.YorkModelrail.com

York Modelmaking
Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

01904 400358 laser@yorkmodelmaking.com

Online shop, selling our unique range of laser-cut 
scenery detailing and architectural components;
helping you build your railway layouts

Price lists available in 0, 00 or N scale if you don’t have internet access.  
  

Precision Laser Cutting

Plus affordable bespoke laser-cutting service catering
for ALL SCALES and all model-makers, worldwide.

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Tel: 02380 772 681                        www.ronlines.com
342 Shirley Road. Southampton. SO15 3HJ

Open Mon - Sat 11am - 4pm

Large stocks of pre-owned railways, a selection of which is on 

our website. 

We stock new Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, PECO, Expo tools, 

Electrical components & much more.

We also purchase your unwanted railways, whether it’s a single item 

or collection, anything considered.

Whether you’re a novice or an expert we are always happy to help!  

So why not visit us today or give us a ring!

 
 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 80 Manor Road, N Lancing,  
West Sussex, BN15 0HD 
�Tel 01903 754850 

 www.morris-models..co.uk  
  info@morrismodels.co.uk 

 
�

 

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport  

 

Easy free 
parking!! 

Please check 
website for 

opening hours 
or call us 

    

 

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS 
 
 

           

    

      

BRITISH RAILWAYS 

           

 

    

 

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc 

Coastal

DCC

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.
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Dealer
Directory

Marketplace
CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379 • gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Bedfordshire

DCC

Kits

Models Wanted

Web Browser

Manufacturer

TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA
ON 01733 366379

Online Shops

Online Shops

Online Shops

Books & DVD’s

ClevelandBuckinghamshire

Don’t miss the next 
issue of MODEL RAIL 

on sale 5 August

Order Online today

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd
9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Closed (appointments only)

Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 3pm

Sunday - Closed

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439RAILWAY BOOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������

ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP  HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP
Tel: 01484 518159

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £81.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £112.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £111.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).
Non UK and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO
EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc
130 High St, Redcar,

Cleveland, TS10 3DH.
Tel: 01642 494912

(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

ISLE OF WIGHT 2-4-0T
ALL METAL KIT £90

LTSR ‘51’ CLASS 4-4-2T
FITS HORNBY

RAILROAD COUNTY £60
www.goldenarrow.me.uk

Quality bowpens & instrument sets in stock
392 HAROLD ROAD, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 5HG 

Tel: 01424 445334  Email: c.meach@tiscali.co.uk

3�	�'�0$56+�02'(/6�
3$,17('�22�*$8*(�

3'=���3RVWPDQ��ELNH�	�SRVWER[�������
3'=���)LVKHUPDQ������������������������������
3'=���/RFR�FUHZ�����VWHDP��������������
3'=���3HULRG�WUDIILF�OLJKW�����������������
3'=���3ODWIRUP�GHWDLO�VHW�����������������
3'=���%HOLVKD�EXV�VWRS�SRVW������������
3'=���1HZVSDSHU�VHOOHU�������������������
3'=�����������)LUHFUHZ�KRVHV��������
3'=���������PRWRUELNH�ULGHU����������
3'=����6FDUHFURZ�����������������������������
3'=���0LONPDQ�ZLWK�FDUW������������������

$9$,/$%/(�)520�$//�*22'�02'(/�6+236�
',675,%87('�%<�(;32�722/6�	�'5,//6�
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3';���.��SKRQH�ER[��������������������
3';����/1(5�KRPH�VLJQDO����������
3';���U�5+�MXQFWLRQ�VLJQDO��������
3';����*URXQG�VLJQDOV��������������
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Dealer Directory

Scotland

Isle Of Wight

Suffolk

Tyne And Wear

Kent

Nottinghamshire

Staffordshire

Staffordshire

Somerset

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL GEMMA ON 

01733 366379

82% of those who read more magazines 

during lockdown will continue to read 

more magazines post lockdown 

(source Bauer insiders July 20)

    25% report that spend on them has 

increased during the crisis 

and this increases to 31%

Cumbria & Lake District 

Essex

Hampshire

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

South Cumbria’s number 
one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

(PDLO��KHDWKHUZLONLQVRQ#EWFRQQHFW�FRP���:HE��MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

MaestroMaestro

www.basementmodeltrains.co.uk
Specialists in “OO gauge” by 

Bachmann, Dapol, Hornby, Heljan, Lima 
New & Pre-owned in stock

OO gauge model Railways always wanted
Tel. 07806 814683

Model Railway Supplies,
New & Second Hand Bought & Sold
Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178

www.pooleyspuffers.com
email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com
382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 

Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

Cheshire

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways
Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY
Tel: 01349 862346

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

TUTBURY MODELS
COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,
Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30-17.00

CLOSED 23-25 JULY
10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  

Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft X Piko X Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 
Farish X�Heljan
Peco X Dapol

Metcalfe X�Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

A development of Patrick Stirling’s similar ‘J14’ 

class, Henry Ivatt designed the ‘J13’ 0-6-0T 

with a bigger boiler. The most distinctive 

difference from its predecessor was the 

centrally located dome, the ‘J14s’ having a 

large brass safety valve bonnet near the cab 

instead. A total of 85 ‘J13s’ were built, some by 

the GNR at Doncaster, and others under 

contract by Robert Stephenson and Sharp 

Stewart, with the first being delivered in 1897. 

Later, between 1922 and 1935, all ‘J14s’ were 

rebuilt as ‘J13s’, with larger domed boilers, 

bringing the total class number to 137. They 

were a common sight in the larger yards of 

North London and along the ECML. One of 

their major tasks was to transfer goods trains 

over the widened Metropolitan lines onto the 

Southern network. For this task, locomotives 

were fitted with condensing gear and shorter 

chimneys, plus extra lamp brackets to 

accommodate Southern Railway route discs. 

Despite their Victorian styling, 133 

locomotives came into British Railways 

ownership in 1948. Many had been displaced 

from their original roles shortly after the 

grouping, with the LNER preferring the newer 

Locomotive:�*15�&ODVVb-���/1(5�&ODVVb-��������7

Gauge:�Ō1ōbJDXJH

Proposed by:�3HWHU�$XVWLQ��:DUZLFN

‘J50’ as a standard shunting locomotive. With-

drawals had begun in 1936, but the war 

delayed further disposals until 1950. By this 

time, diesel shunters were starting to appear 

and, by 1961, all ‘J13s’ had been withdrawn.

What would make it viable?

The cancellation of the Farish ‘J72’ project 

means there’s a gap in the ‘N’ gauge market 

for an Eastern Region 0-6-0T. With over 60 

years of active service, there’s a variety of 

liveries to choose from, including GNR green, 

wartime grey and various black liveries under 

LNER and BR ownership. Their use across the 

Eastern region means that there should be a 

broad appeal to most modellers of the area. 

Furthermore, the wheelbase is similar to that 

of the GWR ‘64XX’, which Farish has been 

producing for the last couple of years. At least 

three tooling options could be employed, 

with ‘J13’, ‘J14’ and ‘Rebuilt J14’ versions 

offering plenty of variety.

&DQ�,bVHH�D�UHDO�RQH"

GNR No. 1247 (LNER 8846) was purchased 

by Captain Bill Smith in 1959, making 

history by being the first locomotive to be 

bought directly from BR for preservation. 

After touring the country’s heritage 

railways, it is now preserved in the National 

Collection, currently on static display at 

Locomotion, Shildon.

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Peter’s 

argument? Join the debate on our 

Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/modelrail
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1. What is your earliest railway memory?

Travelling with my mother from King’s Cross to 
Newcastle, around 1962/63. I kicked up a real fuss, 
wanting to see the locomotive up front, which was 
most likely an ‘A1’ class ‘Pacific’. I was four at the time.

2. What is your most memorable train journey?

Delhi to Amritsar behind a mix of WP and WG 
‘Pacifics’ in 1991, while filming Steam in the Punjab. 
I was travelling alone with a lot of filming kit, it was 
very hot and the seats were just wooden slats. 

3. How did you get into the hobby industry?

I started Railscene Videos in the mid-1980s, just before 
heading back to live in Australia. I thought this would 
be popular with my fellow ex-pat Poms, who I already 
knew via the West Australian branch of the Australian 
Model Railway Association (AMRA).

4. What did you do beforehand? 

Taught gas engineering for British Gas in London, then 
started again in Australia, digging trenches and laying 
gas mains, before becoming a manager with a large 
supermarket chain. I also sold encyclopaedias door-to-
door and worked in real estate, alongside making and 
selling railway videos, books and models in Australia. 
Then I moved into international financial services, 
before setting up Strathwood in the UK in 1999.

5. What hobbies do you have?

Classic cars, trams, gardening, football, Sixties 
and Seventies music. And beer. But not always in 
that order…

6. Have you ever built a model railway?

Yes, but they never seem to be completed. Like so 
many others, I’m easily swayed by different 
prototypes, areas and eras.

7. What model or craft projects are you most proud of?

I built a working steam traction engine from scratch in 
my final year at school. It would happily hiss and spit, 
leaving a trail of burning meths in its wake. I still have it.

9. If you could build your dream model, what 

would it be?

My next project is in ‘N’ gauge, to recreate an ex-GWR 
station inspired by the ex-signalman and author 
Adrian Vaughan. It’s loosely based on Uffington and 
Challow stations in the Vale of the White Horse, set 
around late 1967/early 1968. 

10. Who is your hero?

Easy one in my eyes: Sir Winston Churchill.

11. Where do you find your inspiration?

Not a clue, just instinct it seems. Sometimes right, 
sometimes wrong.

12. What motivates you most in your job?

Bringing enjoyment to others. And paying the 
never-ending bills of course.

13. What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced?

Being divorced several times!

14. What has been the best decision you’ve ever made?

Giving up globe-trotting in financial services to enjoy 
watching my daughter growing up.

15. If you could change anything about the hobby, 

what would it be?

The negativity exhibited sometimes between different 
traders. And some modellers, with their ‘glass half 
empty’ viewpoint. Thankfully they’re a minority.

16. What was your big ambition as a child?

To be an engine driver, working on ‘Westerns’ based 
out of Old Oak Common. Sadly, my eyesight was 
always going to prevent this.

17. If you had a time machine, where would you go?

Most likely back to the 1960s, armed with the wisdom 
of later years, to enjoy and appreciate all that was still 
to come.

18. What’s your hidden talent?

If I told you, it wouldn’t be hidden! So I’ll plump for 
amateur dramatics, though certainly not singing!

19. Do you have any strange quirks that you’re 

prepared to share?

Nothing as bad as Jack Nicholson in any of his 
movies, or indeed Sheldon in The Big Bang Theory. 
In which case I would like to think of myself as 
Leonard Hoffsteader.

20. What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever had?

When investing in financial services, always leave 
something in it for the next person, otherwise you may 
never be able to sell the stocks you own before they fall 
in value once again.

21. How would you like to be remembered?

Fondly (fat chance of that).

Next month: We put Fiona Mulhall of Golden Valley Hobbies under the spotlight.

Behind the 
Backscene

Kevin Derrick is a 
ƓOP�PDNHU��DXWKRU�
DQG�SURSULHWRU�
RI�6WUDWKZRRG�
3XEOLVKLQJ�

This month, Kevin Derrick is in the hot seat, 
ZKHUH�KH�UHFDOOV�KLV�ƓUVW�Ō'HOWLFVō�DQG�D�YHU\�
sweaty journey across India.

 ,bZDV�
WUDYHOOLQJ�DORQH�
ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�
ƓOPLQJ�NLW��LW�
ZDV�YHU\�KRW�
DQG�WKH�VHDWV�
ZHUH�MXVW�
ZRRGHQ�VODWV�

8. Do you have a 

favourite railway 

station?

Probably King’s 
Cross, coming up 
from the 
Underground 
station to be met 
by several ‘Deltics’ 
on the bufferstops. 
My first one was 
D9021 Argyll & 
Sutherland 
Highlander which 
had only just 
pulled in, 
alongside D9018 
Ballymoss.
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 
requirement for early to modern collections 
of British and Foreign trains and train 
sets from large accumulations to items 
of individual value. Our customer base is 
increasing dramatically and we need an  
ever larger supply of quality material to  
keep pace with demand. The market 
has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection,  
now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 
professional valuation of your collection, without 
obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 
make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 
will recommend inclusion of your property in our  
next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick 
offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 
offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 
only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 
anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 
assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 
details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices 
that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 
Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com




