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Subscribe now 
DQGbVDYH�RYHU�e���
on the price of a 
subscription!
See p22.

Here’s why: Starting as 
a supplement in RAIL 
magazine, Model Rail went 
‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
follow modelling projects 
that you can complete 
without breaking the bank, 
inspirational photographs 
of the best model railways 
and thorough, unbiased 
reviews so you can make the 
most informed choices when 
spending your money. 
Don’t forget our own model 
ranges – see pages 102-105. 

Life’s better 

with Model Rail

Model Rail essential information
Q: /RRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�ROG�IHDWXUH�EXWbFDQōW�UHPHPEHU�

ZKLFK�LVVXH�LWbZDV�LQ"�

A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�H[FOXVLYH�PRGHOV"

A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
E\be-mail:
modelrail@bauermedia.
co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
3HWHUERURXJK�3(�b�($

Or you can call Jane 
6NLQQHU�RQb������������

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail

Get in touch

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or 
any other subscription 
queries, please e-mail 
bauer@subscription.co.uk or 
FDOO�RXU�8.bQXPEHU�
RQb�����b������.

O�)RUbRYHUVHDV�
subscriptions, call  
���b�����������.

O To manage your account 
RQOLQH��YLVLW�www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on  
������������.

O�2YHUVHDV�FXVWRPHUVbVKRXOG�
call ���������������.

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�ERRND]LQHV"

A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

Q: +DYH�D�SUREOHP�RU�TXHU\�DERXW�RXU�GLJLWDO�

PDJD]LQHV"

A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: 6XEVFULSWLRQ�LVVXH�QRW�DUULYHG"

A:�&DOO�RXU�6XEVFULSWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RQ��������������

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

The smaller 
WKHbGHWDLO��
WKHbPRUH�

interested 
he is.

Chris Leigh

,Q�KLV���WK�\HDU�
in the hobby, 
so he can 

claim to be 
experienced!

Chris 

1HYDUG

Peter 

Marriott

'DYH�

/RZHU\

Paul A.

Lunn

As the iron roads spread across the country 

in the 1800s, it wasn’t long before the 

railway station became a vital social and 

economic hub for local communities. 

Unsurprisingly, stations have also been a 

firm favourite with modellers over the years. 

Unless we’re modelling an industrial or 

purely goods scene, most of us will include 

some form of station on our layouts. It can 

provide a natural focal point, as well as 

injecting plenty of operational interest, as 

trains come and go, stopping, terminating 

or whizzing through non-stop.

I greatly enjoyed reading Chris Leigh’s 

feature this month on the ubiquity of parcels 

traffic during the railway’s heyday (page 36). 

It conjured up a world far removed from the 

modern railway. Although I’m a wee bit 

younger than Chris, I can also remember 

how platforms would be populated not only 

by people, but by carts and trolleys full of 

mail sacks, newspaper bundles and other 

intriguing packages, usually left unattended 

for long periods before being loaded into 

the guard’s van of an inter-city express or 

local DMU. 

The mildly embarrassing image of my 

nine-year-old self (right), taken at Warrington 

Bank Quay, shows a trolley laden with sacks. 

This was either late 1984 or early 1985. The 

sacks are branded with BAND AID logos and 

were filled with donated tinned and dried 

foodstuffs destined for famine-ravaged 

Ethiopia (I seem to remember them being 

loaded onto a Euston-bound express). 

Not only does the image show one of my 

favourite Class 37s, but the presence of those 

charitable sacks captures an important 

Welcome

moment in time. These are the small, almost 

incidental features that can help to place a 

layout in a specific time and space. 

Fast forward ten years and I can remember 

those old trolleys lying empty on platforms at 

various locations as I travelled to college. 

Soon after, they would disappear completely.

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

My brother and I, in matching anoraks, pose beside 

37032 at Warrington Bank Quay in the mid-1980s. 

We didn’t see ‘37s’ very often at that time, so this 

was quite a ‘spot’.
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NewsOpening the box
The latest happenings from the world of model railways

The Big 
Picture
We are always 
impressed by the 
high quality of 
layouts we see in 
photographs you 
send us, and we 
want to feature far 
more of them than 
we have space for 
in the magazine! 
That’s where our 
special publication 
Great British Model 
Railways comes 
in. Every year we 
feature layouts 
that we didn’t have 
space to display 
in the magazine, 
and we are already 
working on this 
year’s edition, 
including this 
stunning ‘N’ gauge 
layout, ‘Murrell 
Park’. Keep an eye 
out for more news 
regarding this 
year’s edition in the 
coming weeks. 
Photography: 
CHRIS NEVARD

6



The Big Picture
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Opening the box

J
ust before we closed for 

press, we received a 

tooling sample of our 

forthcoming exclusive 

Class 48, produced in association 

with Heljan. The Class 48s were 

similar to the Brush Class 47, but 

featured a more powerful Sulzer 

engine, which resulted in a 

slightly different array of rooftop 

details. The five-strong class, 

MODEL RAIL/HELJAN 
CLASS 48 UPDATE

D1702-6, was eventually 

converted to standard ‘47’ 

specification, after their 

unreliable engines were replaced. 

There are some tweaks to be 

made to the tooling, most notably 

around the exhaust outlets, but 

things are looking very promising 

indeed. Livery samples should 

follow soon and we’ll bring you 

the latest updates in due course.

Hot on the heels of the initial raft 

of Class 25/3s, Heljan has 

announced that a second batch 

of models is being prepared for 

production. Further livery 

options will be offered, 

including variations on the BR 

green, Rail blue and transitional 

themes, as well as topping-up the 

most popular livery options from 

the first batch. The ETHEL story 

will also be completed with a 

second variation of the original 

blue/grey livery. 

An added bonus will be that 

these new models will feature 

enhanced cab interior decora-

tion, helping to highlight the 

superb level of detail inside 

(MR286), as well as a few other 

upgrades based on customer 

feedback. These include removal 

of the cab interior lights and the 

tail lights will be switchable in 

DCC mode. Extra leads will also 

be provided to make sound 

installation simpler. The price for 

this second batch will be £189 

and all versions will be produced 

in limited quantities, so early 

ordering is recommended to 

avoid disappointment.

HELJAN CLASS 25 – 
THE SECOND COMING

00
GE

�X 2545 BR blue/grey 97251 ‘ETHEL 2’ (alternative livery)

What’s planned?

�X 2543 BR two-tone green, small panel D5243

�X 2544 BR Rail blue 25095 (with cab front numbers) �X 2570 BR Rail blue No. 7513

�X 2549 BR Rail blue 25323 (pre-1976)

�X 2548 BR two-tone green, full yellow ends, No. 7561 

�X 2547 BR Rail blue 25301 (domino headcodes)

�X 2546 BR Rail blue 25904

00
GAUGE
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

ON YOUR BIKE
Osborn’s Models has 
just released a set of three 
SUH�SDLQWHG�Ō22ōbJDXJH�
F\FOLVWV��&ODG�LQ�EULJKW�
VSRUWVZHDU�DQG�ULGLQJ�UDFLQJ�
bikes, there’s a mix of seated 
DQG�VWDQGLQJ�VWDQFHV��
Price: £16.00 
Web: www.osbornsmodels.
com

In Brief
HELJAN GWR RAILCARS
All six livery versions of the 

‘O’ gauge GWR/AEC Railcar 

(MR285) are now available, and 

we’ve had the chance to examine 

the BR green version with speed 

whiskers and white cab roofs. 

And very nice it is too! Both GWR 

and BR-era schemes are on offer, 

with a RRP of £549 each, 

although many retailers are 

offering much lower prices.

What’s available?
�X 1900 No. 22 GWR chocolate/cream, white roof, monogram

�X 1901 No. 29 GWR chocolate/cream, grey roof, coat of arms

�X 1902 W20W BR crimson/cream, dark grey roof

�X 1903 W21W BR crimson/cream, white cab roofs

�X 1904 W32W BR green, speed whiskers, white cab roofs

�X 1905 W26W BR green, speed whiskers, grey roof

O
GAUGE

&/$66b���$57:25.�*(76�$33529$/
Further development news from 

Heljan involves the much-

anticipated ‘O’ gauge Class 27, 

which has progressed to the 

artwork stage, following tweaks 

to the first tooling samples. 

Eight versions are in 

preparation, covering BR 

green and BR blue variants 

from the 1960s to late 1980s. 

In response to customer 

feedback, Heljan is producing 

a mix of unnumbered and fully 

decorated locomotives, plus two 

factory-weathered editions. 

Delivery is expected mid-2022.

What’s planned?
�X 2770 BR green with small yellow panels, unnumbered

�X 2771 BR green No. 5370 with full yellow ends, weathered

�X 2772 BR green with cream waistband and full yellow ends,  
 unnumbered

�X 2773 BR blue with full yellow ends unnumbered (1970s)

�X 2774 BR blue with full yellow ends unnumbered (1980s)

�X 2775 BR two-tone green D5382 with small yellow panels

�X 2776 BR blue D5389 with small yellow panels

�X 2777 BR blue 27032 with Inverness Stag logos, weathered

O
GAUGE

*8132:'(5�,6�*2
In the 2021 edition of 
Britain’s Model Trains, we 
mistakenly listed Rapido 
7UDLQV�8.ōV�Ō22ōbJDXJH�*:5�
*XQSRZGHU�9DQ�DV�EHLQJ�
deferred. In fact, the project 
is very much alive, and 
modellers can now order a 
number of different 
versions. For more info, see 
www.rapidotrains.co.uk

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

NEW SIGNALS 

)520b5287(0(;
7R�FRPSOHPHQW�LWV�H[LVWLQJ�
UDQJH�RI��PP�VFDOH�VLJQDOV��
Routemex is now manufac-
WXULQJ�D�UDQJH�RI�Ō2ōbJDXJH�
&RORXU�/LJKW�6KXQWLQJ�
6LJQDOV��7KH�*URXQG�6LJQDO�
DQG�6KXQW�/LPLW�XQLWV�KDYH�
the option of plinth or post 
PRXQWLQJ�DQG�WKH�$VVRFL-
DWHG�3RVLWLRQ�/LJKW�LV�
supplied with a bracket for 
PDLQ�SRVW�PRXQWLQJ�
Prices start at £20 and kits 
can be ordered online at 
www.routemex.com

O
GAUGE

2;)25'�5$,/�9$16�

7$.(b6+$3(
2[IRUG�5DLOōV�IRUWKFRPLQJ�
��W�*UHDW�(DVWHUQ�FRYHUHG�
JRRGV�YDQ�DQG�EDQDQD�
YDQVbKDYH�UHDFKHG�WKH�
HQJLQHHULQJ�SURWRW\SH�
VWDJH��3ULFHG�YHU\�NHHQO\�
(£14.95 each), they’re 
available to pre-order now 
from Oxford Rail stockists. 
Web: www.oxfordrail.com
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

Hornby’s eagerly awaited 

Class 370 APT-P has reached the 

decorated sample stage, with the 

distinctive bodyshell profiles 

looking impressive in their 

striking BR Intercity livery. 

There looks to be lots of smaller 

printed detail, including 

destination panels and 

various warning legends. 

Additionally, images were 

released showing how the 

articulated bogie and close-

coupling arrangements will 

operate, which look promising.

Details of the power car have 

also been revealed, showing how 

the pantographs are connected 

not to the roof, but to the bogie, 

via vertical channels in the body. 

+251%<�$37�	�Ō�)ōb352*5(66

$&&85$6&$/(�Ō0$125ō�722/,1*�$'9$1&(6
Accurascale’s GWR ‘78XX’ 4-6-0 has taken 

another step forward, thanks to the 

appearance of a fully tooled sample, 

complete with detail parts and etchings in 

place. There are further refinements 

needed and the company has also listened 

to feedback from modellers and opted to 

offer even more detail variations, including 

alternative driving wheels and firebox 

washout plug arrangement.

The Accurascale team recently recorded 

the sound of No. 7820 Dinmore Manor at 

the Gloucestershire and Warwick-

shire Railway for the DCC 

sound-fitted models. The 

engine was run under load, 

so that the sound of a 

‘Manor’s’ characteristic 

‘bark’ could be captured for 

extra authenticity. 

Decorated and sound-fitted samples are 

due very soon, and Accurascale is on 

course to deliver the finished models 

towards the end of 2021.

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE

This replicates the prototype and 

was intended to maintain 

optimum contact with the OHLE 

while the train tilted.

For steam fans, the all-new BR 

Class 9F 2-10-0 has progressed to 

the 3D-printed sample stage. The 

tooling is being designed to allow 

for all manner of different 

detail combinations, including 

both single and double-chimney 

versions (the latter will be 

produced first). There is also 

going to be a full range of 

tender types too. 

Web: www.hornby.com

Orders can still be placed with your 

local stockist, or direct with Accurascale 

for a £30 deposit.

Web: www.accurascale.co.uk

Dapol has announced a new batch of the 

popular Stadler Class 68. Production is 

under way and four versions will be 

offered, in DRS and TransPennine 

Express liveries, with each being 

available in DCC-ready, DCC-fitted and 

DCC sound-fitted format. 

What’s planned?
�X 4D-022-019 Class 68 68016 Fearless, 

DRS ‘Compass’

�X 4D-022-020 Class 68 68018 Vigilant, 

DRS ‘Compass’

�X 4D-022-021 Class 68 68027 Splendid, 

TPE

�X 4D-022-022 Class 68 68031 Felix, TPE

Price: from £159.99

Web: www.dapol.co.uk

'$32/�&/$66����0$.(6�$b&20(%$&.
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Opening the box

Revolution Trains has received 

decorated samples of all three 

versions of its forthcoming 

‘OO’ gauge FWA ‘Ecofret’ 

container flats – in DB Red, GBRf 

blue and VTG green as operated 

by Freightliner. More than 200 

FWA wagons are now in use on 

intermodal services across the 

network, with more on order.

Unlike traditional 60ft flats, the 

Ecofret decks are 40ft long and 

the inner units feature rotating 

spigots on the centre, allowing 

them to carry either one 40ft 

container or two 20ft ‘boxes’, and 

this feature has been replicated 

on the model.

An impressive detail specifica-

tion includes separate plastic 

and wire parts, plus lots of 

intricately printed legends. 

These samples have now been 

approved and production is 

expected to begin shortly. The 

models can be pre-ordered from 

Revolution at £100 for the twins, 

or £135 for the triple sets. 

The order deadline has 

been set for midnight, June 30 

2021, although It’s anticipated 

that some models will be 

available later from retailers, 

for those who prefer not to 

pre-order, however the price 

is likely to be higher.

‘812’ ORDER 
BOOK OPEN
Rails of Sheffield has revealed that its upcoming Caledonian Class 812 

0-6-0 is now available to pre-order with factory-fitted DCC sound. 

Manufactured by Bachmann, prices start at £279.95, and quantities are 

limited, so pre-ordering is highly recommended. Delivery for all 

versions is expected in September.

00
GAUGE

What’s planned?
�X 35-280Z: McIntosh 812 Class No. 828, Caledonian Railway Blue 

(as built) – £299.95

�X 35-281Z: McIntosh 812 Class No. 17566, LMS black – £279.95

�X 35-282Z: McIntosh 812 Class No. 57565, BR black early emblem – 

£279.95

�X 35-283Z: McIntosh 812 Class No. 57566, BR black late crest – £279.95

�X 35-284Z: McIntosh 812 Class No. 828, Caledonian Railway Blue 

(as preserved) – £299.95

Rails has also received examples of all seven versions of its 

upcoming SE&CR D Class 4-4-0 from Dapol. Each has now completed 

running trials and final checks, with shipping from the factory 

expected once approval has been given. Rails is now also offering a 

DCC sound upgrade to the D Class which can be purchased for £125. 

Two speakers will be installed, a sugar cube speaker in the 

locomotive and a bass reflex speaker in the tender. Anyone wishing 

to have the sound upgrade can select that option when pre-ordering 

or, if you have already pre-ordered, email Rails of Sheffield at 

info@railsofsheffield.com to add the upgrade to your order. 

On the rolling stock front, Rails has announced an exclusive, limited 

edition ‘OO’ gauge salt wagon in Finest Yorkshire Puddings livery.

What’s planned?
�X 4D-PUDS-21: Salt wagons, Finest Yorkshire Puddings livery, £17.95

Web: www.railsofsheffield.com

REVOLUTION’S ECOFRETS 

– IN PRIMARY COLOURS

00
GAUGE

Add some panache to your ‘O’ gauge townscape with the 

Futurist-style Bellevue service station from Minifer. Previously 

available in ‘HO’/‘OO’ and ‘N’, the 7mm scale set features 

a greater amount of detail without taking up too much space 

(dimensions 27 x 20 x 25cm). The kit is easy to assemble and 

a choice of oil company signage is available, while the instructions 

can be freely downloaded from Minifer’s website. 

Price: €96.00 Availability: www.minifer.fr

FUNKY

FORECOURTS

O
GAUGE
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Opening the box

J
ust a few days before this 

issue closed for press, we 

received a large box 

crammed full of Hattons 

Genesis four and six-wheel 

coaches. These are advanced, 

finished samples, which the 

Hattons team have been 

assessing prior to production, 

which is due to begin imminently. 

However, they show a great deal 

of promise, with some interesting 

pre-Grouping, Big Four and BR 

livery options. 

Hattons announced its range 

of Genesis coaching stock back in 

2019, so steam-era enthusiasts 

will be pleased to hear that the 

models should be arriving in a 

few months’ time. The aim was to 

create a generic, yet comprehen-

sive selection of coaches 

‘informed by prototypes’, rather 

than being based on actual 

vehicles – a sensible move, as the 

later 1800s and early 1900s were 

a slightly chaotic time in terms of 

rolling stock procurement. 

As a result, the Genesis range 

offers seven different body styles, 

on four and six-wheel chassis, 

with roof and underframe detail 

catering for gas or electric 

lighting and three different wheel 

patterns. The overall level of 

detail is high, with lots of separate 

fittings, including door handles, 

grab handles, lamp brackets, 

handrails, footsteps, emergency 

brake gear… even the small 

keyholes are present on each 

passenger door. The under-

frames also feature plenty of 

separate fittings, especially in 

terms of brake gear.

The coaches will be available 

with or without interior 

lighting. Indeed, looking 

inside these coaches 

reveals an impressive level 

of detail, with lavatory pans 

and luggage racks present. 

Livery options include 

GWR, GNR, LNWR, SECR, 

LBSCR, LMS, LNER, SR and 

BR Departmental.

Prices start at £30.00 

each and they can be 

pre-ordered now.

Availability: Hattons

Tel: 0151 733 3655

Web: www.hattons.co.uk

+$77216b*(1(6,6�
&2$&+�35(9,(:

00
GAUGE

STOP PRESS #1
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Bachmann Branchline’s 

new Class 410 four-car EMU 

landed on our editor’s 

doorstep just before we 

closed for press. Following 

Bachmann’s acclaimed 

4-CEP, the 4-BEP features a 

newly tooled buffet car. 

Check out next month’s 

issue of Model Rail for a full 

review, on sale June 10.

00
GAUGE

Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

%$&+0$11b��%(3�$55,9(66723�35(66����
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Opening the box

The place to share your projects with the Model Rail community.
Show & Tell

Quay features

‘Down by the Quay’ is my 

attempt at showing how you 

don’t need a huge space to build 

something in ‘O’ gauge. For 

years I have been interested in 

minimal style model railways, 

yet made no attempt at having 

a go myself until a recent repair 

project at my home in Sydney 

left some very square pieces of 

ply going spare.

I knew straight away I wanted 

to incorporate a simple traverser 

to save space. A set of ‘Y’ points 

from Marcway gave me a third 

siding to the front of the layout. 

That would be enough to shunt 

a wagon into a couple of sidings 

and provide a few minutes of fun 

every now and then. There are 

only so many ways you can 

arrange track in a 50cm by 

115cm space in ‘O’.

Building a city scene needs 

lots of bricks and mortar. It had 

not even occurred to me until 

I was writing this how many 

different manufacturers and 

methods I had managed to use 

in such a small layout. I had not 

really given any thought to this; 

I simply use what appears to 

work at the time. The pair of 

large low-relief warehouses at 

the rear of the layout are from 

LCut Creative, and I found the 

completed models needed a lot 

of finishing and weathering, 

along with some extra details. 

Finally, some signs added the 

‘life’ to the models I was looking 

for. The dock walls are resin 

castings from Skytrex. The large 

bridge cutting through the 

centre of the layout is a kit from 

ModelOKits and finished as a rail 

bridge so I could display a 

couple of wagons. 

A lot of the smaller structures, 

details and vehicles come from 

the usual sources of Peco, 

Matchbox, Phoenix Miniatures, 

and the like. 

Future projects 

include adding 

interior lighting to 

the row of 

warehouses along 

the waterfront 

and working port, 

and starboard 

lanterns would be 

nice on the 

fishing trawler. 

I also have a 

collection of 

vehicles, but 

I can’t fit them all 

on the layout at 

once, so like the 

rolling stock, 

they are all 

rotated when I feel like looking 

at something different.

As you may have guessed, my 

approach to this project was 

quite relaxed and construction 

and details very much worked 

out on the fly. The finished 

project was to both satisfy my 

curiosity in building a working 

micro and an excuse to buy 

some bits and pieces.

Jurgen Engel
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Farmer drama
Over the past week I’ve been adding a 

few more trees to the old embankment of 

the abandoned track, but then the farmers 

got quite a shock when a train passed 

over the bridge. Perhaps the line is going 

to be used again?

John Simpson

Planning tip
I have been building a module for my 

station. Using 1:1 scale printing makes it 

really easy to see how everything is 

going to fit together and some track 

planning software gives you the option of 

printing at full size. 

James Hudson

Label mix-up
This is a ‘Whale’ wagon I built from a 

Cambrian kit, made up, detailed and 

weathered over the past month. It was also 

recovered from disaster after I used a white 

gloss brush to apply cleaning turps instead of 

diluted PVA for the load. The moral of the 

story is to label jars!

Mark Patrick

Natural choice
As is often seen in the pages of Model Rail, 

nothing looks as good as the real thing and 

I’ve been following in Peter Marriott’s 

footsteps of using real materials to represent 

the miniature form. While I haven’t used a 

grape stalk to make a cheap tree, I have used 

naturally dried moss to represent climbing 

vines on the side of the house.

Peter Gower
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Opinion

 ,Q�PDQ\�ZD\V��*DXJHb��LV�WKH�
EHDFKKHDG�ZKHUH�HQJLQHHULQJ�

PHHWV�PRGHOOLQJ�

auge 1 (10mm:1ft scale) 

has been around since the 

turn of the 20th Century, 

but it wasn’t until 1947 

that the Gauge 1 Model Railway 

Association (G1MRA) was formed, by 

six people who met at the Methodist 

Hall in Central London. There, they 

ran an electric stud contact portable 

layout. As membership grew, the 

local fire brigade inspectors allowed 

the association to run coal-fired (and later methylated 

spirit) locomotives.

At that time, all that could be bought in Gauge 1 was 

pre-war Bassett-Lowke products, along with some 

Marklin. However, if you wanted a particular steam 

locomotive or set of coaches, you had to make them 

yourself. Fortunately, this was a time when enthusiasts 

were willing to make things – if they had the means – 

and it was not unusual for hobbyists to have a small 

lathe and milling machine in their garden sheds.

In about 1971, a Japanese typewriter manufacturer 

called Aster was looking for 

something else to make to 

its high standards and 

tolerances, and it hit upon 

the idea of making Gauge 1 

steam locomotives. Helped 

by some of G1MRA’s 

prominent members, these locomotives form the 

backbone of our club today.

Now, fast forward to the present day and 

scratchbuilding is still prevalent, but there are now 

many manufacturers making almost everything 

needed to build a layout. The G1MRA produces a 

book called The Project, which provides instructions 

for the construction of a handy 0-6-0 tender engine, 

and we have a section in the club for 3D-printing for 

those who want to learn more about the subject.

There is also a sub-group within the association for 

tinplate Gauge 1, and we are happy to run the larger 

G-Scale trains (loading gauge permitting). A good 

proportion of 16mm narrow gauge stock will run on 

our 45mm tracks as well.

If running a railway in the garden is your thing, 

then Gauge 1 is for you, as owners invite their friends 

Robert Dean 
makes the case 
for modelling in 
Gauge 1. 

G

Contact: Gauge 1 Model Railway Association
Email: J�PUD�PHPEHUVKLSRIƓFHU#JPDLO�FRP 
Web: ZZZ�J�PUD�FRP 

and other local members to run on their garden 

tracks. These range from huge, high-level running 

tracks to railways embedded in the garden, with 

stations and real-life scenery, to smaller circuits built 

in an urban setting. If you don’t fancy that, a number 

of the area sections have portable tracks which are 

used indoors at shows and there are some members 

who have built lovely scenic model railways at home 

for their own pleasure.

For every reason to model in the smaller scales, 

Gauge 1 is the equal and opposite side of the coin. 

So, in ‘N’ and ‘OO’ gauge, you can fit a large amount 

of track and scenery in a small area, but because it is 

smaller it can sometimes be difficult to see and model 

the lovely detail. In Gauge 1, you can fit a smaller 

amount of track in the space but the detail you can 

model is jaw dropping. And to hear a heavy 

locomotive clickety-clacking over a track joint, as it 

drifts past a signal box with its fully detailed interior, 

is so much more like the real thing.

In terms of modelling buildings, it involves the 

same processes as other scales, such as 

scratchbuilding or making use of downloadable 

building sheets, suitably scaled up before printing. 

In many ways, Gauge 1 is the beachhead where 

engineering meets modelling and, while you can 

make your own steam locomotive and stock with the 

help of the mass of knowledge in the association, you 

can also buy kits from retailers such as Northern 

Finescale or wooden kits from Tenmille Products. 

There are coaches and wagons you can buy and run 

straight out of the box; Peco even makes our 45mm 

track to its own excellent standard.

The subject of price is the elephant in the room. 

Yes, you can buy some rather expensive live steam 

locomotives. Equally, you can buy reasonably priced 

electric locomotives, and the second-hand market 

allows you to get a live steamer or electric locomotive 

for a fairly sensible sum. The association membership 

is well priced at £25 per annum and one of the many 

things you get is the beautiful quarterly magazine 

which is considered to be one of the best magazines 

produced by a club.

There are a number of shows planned later on in the 

year and we hope to be at them – please come and say 

hello. We are all approachable and happy to chat 

about the subject. Or, if you fancy joining straight 

away, email Virginia Hauxwell at the address below.

Modelling Lives
Tales from the model-making community.
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 Yet again, we’ll have to watch 
time, effort and investment 
wasted on duplication 

itfield! One can’t open a 

paper these days without 

reading about Titfield!” 

complains the Inspector of 

Railways in the ever-popular Ealing 

comedy. Well, sorry but you’re going to 

be reading about it here, too. 

Back in pre-Covid days, when the 

Model Rail editorial team were ‘desked’ 

at Media House alongside our 

colleagues on Steam Railway, we could, 

between us and unprompted, go 

through the whole script of The Titfield 

Thunderbolt, pretty much word perfect. 

A dubious skill but one which, I suspect, would be 

possible in model railway clubs and other railway 

enthusiast gatherings up and down the country, such is 

the popularity of that soon-to-be 70-year-old movie.

I’m sure that I wasn’t the only one who, on seeing the 

success of Hornby’s new Stephenson’s Rocket last year, 

suggested that the obvious follow-on would be the 

L&MR 0-4-2 Lion and that to make it really 

commercially successful one would need the licence to 

do a version as Thunderbolt. Someone at Hornby 

evidently had the same thought but it appears that they 

did not move quite quickly 

enough. When they 

approached Studio Canal for 

the licence, they had been 

beaten to the punch by Rapido 

Trains UK, who had obtained 

an exclusive contract. 

My reading of the advance 

publicity put out by both 

companies is that Hornby will 

produce the 0-4-2 as Lion and 

Rapido will produce their version 

in both Lion and Thunderbolt guises.

The clash of announcements in 

late March led some on social 

media to accuse Hornby of trying to 

‘gazump’ Rapido Trains, but I think 

it much more likely that it was a 

case of ‘great minds thinking 

alike’. In these times, as the pool of 

potential prototypes gets ever 

shallower, it is easier to see those 

‘fish’ which will be worth 

catching. Although the shrinking 

market has made shorter 

production runs at higher retail 

prices viable, I’m seeing 

increasing proposals from modellers for ever more 

obscure types which can never justify mass production. 

So, it seems we have, yet again, to face seeing time, 

effort and investment wasted on duplication. I’ve 

already seen on social media the comments of those 

who think that duplication leads to better models and 

forces manufacturers to undercut one another on 

price, to the benefit of the consumer. Rubbish! 

Duplication wastes time and investment and pretty 

much guarantees that neither party will make a 

worthwhile profit, even if they manage to avoid an 

actual loss. The result of that is more caution over 

choice of subject, reduced investment and fewer models 

for the consumer to buy.

I must admit to being a latecomer as a fan of the 

movie, as the first time I had seen it in full was a special 

charity screening, through Steam World, of the 

revitalized and colour-enhanced version at the Odeon, 

Leicester Square. I guess that would have been for its 

40th anniversary in 1993. Subsequently, for my ‘Walk the 

Line’ series in Steam World I visited the Titfield station 

site in Monkton Combe and toured the lanes between 

Camerton and Limpley Stoke to see if I could spot any of 

the locations that might be familiar from the movie.

I also had the privilege of interviewing the BR driver 

who brought Lion each day from Westbury depot. 

He told me how the locomotive would get stuck on ‘top 

dead centre’, where the pistons are unable to move in 

either direction, so that changing direction would mean 

that it had to be moved manually with a pinch-bar. 

We actually see that in the movie when Reverend 

Weech and the Bishop have to push the locomotive 

backwards when the rope coupling breaks.

That leads me to another thought. Hornby will only 

have to make Lion couple to its existing L&MR rolling 

stock. Rapido’s Thunderbolt, however, will need to couple 

to standard tension locks on the ‘Loriot Y’, coach and 

brake van, as these will also need to couple to existing 

Hornby and Hattons ‘14XX’ models, while its Lion 

will need to couple to Hornby L&MR stock. 

You’ll need to put your thinking caps on, chaps! 

Or perhaps leave Lion to Hornby…

T

Modeller’s diary 
I showed my ‘Railway Children’ layout at a village walkabout 
craft day and won a voucher  to spend at the pub!

Opinion

According 
to Chris...

… the model 
industry may be in 
a downward spiral 
of caution and 
commercialism that 
does modellers no 
favours…

Dapol’s 100-model limited edition of the former Airfix ‘14XX’ 

0-4-2T reflected the tatty appearance of No. 1401 in the movie.

“She won’t couple!”

“This type of coupling 

wasn’t invented until 

30 years later…”

“

Above left: You can sell Titfield 

models to people who don’t have 

layouts. This Gauge 1 model lives on 

my mantelpiece. It has been steamed 

just twice, with limited success. 

Left: Locals watch from a bridge near 

Combe Hay as Thunderbolt waits with 

Old Dan’s carriage on a GWR ‘Loriot Y’ 

machinery wagon. IVO PETERS
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT PENMOUTH AND CURZON STREET



Action
station

How do you depict hundreds of miles of journey on a layout? Mark Wilson 
has pulled it off with aplomb in this garage-based ‘U’ shaped masterpiece. 

Words: Chris Gadsby Photography: Chris Nevard

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

Modelling several locations can EH�GLIƓFXOW�WR�SXOO�RII��DV�OD\RXWV�FDQ�sometimes look as though they don’t belong at either one. What Mark has done is make it look as though each section is completely separate and uses models suitable for all of them with great 
effect. 

“

”
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT PENMOUTH AND CURZON

o matter what they have at their disposal, 

modellers always find a way to make the 

best use of the space available to them. 

Whether you’ve got a whole double garage 

or just enough room for a shelf layout, we are 

continually impressed by the careful planning that 

goes into your models to maximise their potential. 

One such layout is ‘Penmouth and Curzon Street’, 

designed and built by Mark Wilson. Not only is the 

modelling superb, but he makes good use of an often 

wasted space in the home.

‘Penmouth and Curzon Street’ is unusual in that it 

doesn’t portray just one area. Trains leave the West 

Midlands, pass through London and finally arrive in 

Cornwall – quite a trek! It’s in London that Mark’s 

ingenious use of space is employed as trains wind 

their way through the capital, going out of sight for as 

long as Mark sees fit.

“The layout lives in my garage and forms a ‘U’ 

shape, but you can’t see the trains the whole time as 

I make them disappear to give the impression of a 

long journey. At one end the layout comes up against 

the stairs, so I’ve installed a hidden loop with a couple 

of points underneath them. Long trains can do 

several laps of the loop before I switch the point to 

bring them back out again which, considering that 

the journey from one end of the layout to the other 

should be a few hundred miles, I find to be quite 

useful! I like having the loop on the otherwise 

end-to-end layout as I can leave something running 

N

2

3

4
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The Motorail shed has been scratchbuilt from 

plastic card sheets and strips.

The detail that Mark has added to the track, such as 

cable troughs and water hose, as seen here.

The backscene on the Penmouth side is from 

,'b%DFNVFHQHV��DQG�0DUN�KDV�DGGHG�DGGLWLRQDO�

pictures of Penzance to give it a bit more realism.

1

2

3

things we like3
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5

while I move another train in one of the stations 
without worrying about a train crashing into the 
buffers at high speed.”

So why has Mark chosen to model not one but 
three locations?

“I suppose it all comes down to when I was a 
youngster and I would go trainspotting to 
Birmingham New Street. I’m particularly 
interested in diesel hydraulics, as you can tell by 
the stock on the layout, but was annoyed that I just 
missed out on seeing them as a child. I began 
trainspotting in 1978 and they had just left service 
by that point. I decided to create a model which 
would allow them to travel from one end of their 

route to the other, not only because it would make the 
layout more interesting, but also because the track plan 
would make it easier to incorporate.”

‘Curzon Street’, on one side of Mark’s layout, is 
loosely based on Birmingham Moor Street, although 
Mark has been careful not to add too many identifying 
details to keep the freelance nature of the layout alive.

“There are aspects of the track plan at the end which 
do match Birmingham Moor Street, however just after 
the station throat I installed a red overbridge, which is 
based on one just outside Manchester 
Victoria. The station canopy is a 
Ratio kit and gives the station a 
distinct ‘Midland’ feel.
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6

7

8

‘Penmouth and Curzon 

Street’ took around two 

years to build and uses 

Peco Code 100 track, 

operated on analogue 

control with H&M 

controllers.
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9

Some of the layout 

was built slightly 

backwards to how we 

would imagine, as Mark 

created the station 

buildings before laying any 

of the track. It was then 

a bit difficult to get the 

station throat to behave 

and look the way he wanted 

it to, but after much head 

scratching he managed it.

10

“Rather than 
EX\�WZR�NLWV��,bFXWb
away some of the 
DUFKHVbDQG�UHDWWDFKHG�
WKHPbWRbH[WHQG�WKH�
framework”
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT PENMOUTH AND CURZON

“From ‘Curzon Street’ trains arrive in the 
London section, with a raised Underground line 
in one corner and a lower line across the middle. 
It’s at this point the trains disappear into the 
hidden loop and re-emerge on the other side in 
‘Penmouth’. This is a combination of Penzance 
and Bournemouth, with a small section of the 
Dawlish sea wall thrown in for good measure.”

It’s at ‘Penmouth’ that the most impressive 
feature of Mark’s layout resides: his station 
building. Its foundations are in a Scalescenes 
kit, but Mark has taken advantage of one of 

Scalescenes’ unique selling points to make the 
model his own.

“The beauty with Scalescenes kits is that once 
you’ve bought one you can print it out as many 
times as you want, so I made a few copies to 
make the overall station building substantially 
bigger than before. A similar technique was 
used to make the roof, which is a Peco canopy. 
Rather than buy two kits, I cut away some of the 
metal arches and reattached them further along 
to extend the framework, then included extra 
plastic for the roof.”
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Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

1

9

4

7

15

10
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14

STOCK ROTATION
“There are far too many models to be on ‘Penmouth 

and Curzon Street’ at any one time so every couple of 

months I change the stock, keeping it fresh for me and 

ensuring my interest stays high. I run in three distinct 

periods; 1968-72, 1973-77 and 1978-82, and the vast 

majority of my models are from Lima which I’ve 

bought second-hand to keep the cost down. They 

aren’t as finely detailed as modern locomotives and 

they need a bit of time to warm up, but I’ve found that 

once I’ve added some weathering they certainly pass. 

That being said, the money I’ve saved over the past 

year has been spent on a couple of new Heljan models 

and it has opened my eyes to just how far models have 

come. I may have to save up for more in future!”

Speaking of the future, Mark still has plenty of ideas 

for ‘Penmouth and Curzon Street’.

11

12

Top and above: Mark’s 

favourite section is the 

London area of the layout. 

Currently, much of the 

track here is unpowered, 

but Mark is planning 

ways of bringing it to life.
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Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Size: 15ft by 17ft

Track: Peco Code 100

Time to build: Two years

Control: H&M analogue

FACTFILE: ‘PENMOUTH AND CURZON’

5

13

11

2

3

12

16

15
ft

17ft

When I’m not working on model railways, I spend a lot of time at heritage 

railways, such as the Severn Valley and the Great Central Railway – anywhere 

I can see diesel hydraulics.

MODELLER CV: MARK WILSON

13

8
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“I want to bring the London area to life. There isn’t 
enough space to extend the London Underground line 
but I could add a loop to the lower level. If I was to 
include a shuttle, the train could disappear, pause off 
the scene and then return after a set time. As one of 
the busiest locations in the country it really could do 
with having more movement.”

Having the space for a ‘U’ shaped layout certainly 
has its advantages, as Mark has proved here by 
modelling three completely different areas of the 
country. Even though it’s hidden from the viewer, the 
use of a hidden loop helps ‘Penmouth and Curzon 
Street’ to stand out as an innovative layout. Indeed, it 
has made us wonder about all those nooks and 
crannies in our homes… Could they provide the ideal 
spot for a layout? 

14

16

15

YouTube can be an invaluable source 

of information to assist your model 

building. On the Curzon Street side 

of the layout, Mark painted the 

backscene onto wood after watching 

a few videos on how to do it.
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hen I began thinking 

about writing this feature, 

I remembered that wonderful 

scene at the beginning of 

The Titfield Thunderbolt, when the train arrives 

at Titfield station and the guard alights with a 

large parcel. He examines it, noting the 

‘FRAGILE’ markings, before tossing it across 

the platform with the sound of breaking glass! 

I started train spotting in the early 1960s. 

The oldest spotting notes that I have are dated 

August 10 1962 and they record a day spent 

lineside at Iver, Buckinghamshire, when I was 

15 years old, nearly 60 years ago. Prior to that 

there was at least a summer or two of spotting 

on the Southern Region, at Weybridge. Even 

back then, both Weybridge and Iver were outer 

suburban commuter stations where there was a 

flurry of activity at peak times but 

little went on during the rest of 

the day. By the time my 

brother and I arrived, 

morning peak was over. 

We spent the day 

logging passing trains 

and we headed home 

before evening peak 

began. Initially, we did 

not take DMU numbers 

though all local stopping 

services and Oxford and 

Reading ‘fasts’ were 

operated by DMUs. 

The numbers were too small 

to read easily.

Once we ventured further afield, however, to 

Slough and to Reading, we saw a much busier 

railway. Those larger stations were major 

centres for the railway’s parcels traffic and in 

the days before on-line shopping, courier firms, 

and Amazon, the railway carried the bulk of 

the country’s parcels traffic. Some of it was 

carried on behalf of Royal Mail but the railway 

also had its own parcels operation and that 

carried pretty much everything that Royal 

Mail could not or would not carry. 

Arrangements with Royal Mail differed 

between letter mail and parcels mail. Letter 

mail was dealt with in accordance with the 

1928 letter mail contract and was (with few 

exceptions) handled by Post Office staff. 

Parcels mail, once on BR property, was 

handled by railway staff. Parcels bags were 

larger than those used for letters, the latter 

usually being carried by passenger trains, due 

to the need for speed. 

British Railways had legal status as a 

Common Carrier, and that meant that it was 

obliged to carry any and all traffic that was 

offered. The railway also carried out most of 

the transport for the catalogue firms, several 

based in north-west England, that modelled 

themselves on American shopping practice. 

While the railway moved a lot of this traffic 

in dedicated parcels trains between major 

centres with specialised parcels depots, 

parcels were also carried by passenger train 

and loaded or unloaded on passenger 

platforms. It is that traffic, which was such a 

feature of station platforms, which 

I will be considering here. For 

me, it is very much a 

nostalgic memory of how 

stations looked before 

the Beeching ideology 

of shrinking the 

railway drove the 

traffic away. One of 

the significant 

changes that Beeching 

made, was the removal 

of its common carrier 

status. This was, like 

much of Beeching’s 

philosophy, a mixed blessing. 

It did, however, rid BR of the 

obligation to carry traffic which was dumped 

onto it because it was not viable for road 

hauliers. BR also operated a premium 

station-to-station service known as Red Star. 

This offered transits between stations for a 

‘drop-off/collect’ service and was sold off as 

a separate business after privatisation.

Parcels by rail could be collected and 

delivered, in other words handled by the 

railway door-to-door, dropped off by the 

consignor and delivered by the railway, or to 

be called for (TBCF) at the destination station. 

I well recall marking parcels ‘TBCF’ when 

despatched from Hampton Court or 

Shepperton station back in the 1960s. We 

should not forget, too, that newspaper traffic 

In 
the days 

before online 
shopping, the 
railway carried 
the bulk of the 

country’s parcels 
WUDIƓF�

“
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Chris Leigh models the time when you could send 
DOPRVWbDQ\WKLQJ�E\�SDVVHQJHU�WUDLQ�

PART AND 
PARCEL

‘4575’ class 2-6-2T No. 5552 brings 

the 4.25pm Truro-Newquay 

local into the branch platform at 

Chacewater on August 29 1959. 

P.W. GRAY/GREAT WESTERN TRUST
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PARCELS TRAFFIC

7KLV�SLFWXUH�KDV�VR�PXFK�WR�WHOO�XV�WKDW�,bWKRXJKW�LW�ZDUUDQWHG�

VSHFLDO�WUHDWPHQW��ZLWK�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�FDSWLRQ��7KH�

VWDWLRQ�LV�&KDFHZDWHU�LQ�&RUQZDOO��RQH�RI�WZR�MXQFWLRQ�VWDWLRQV�IRU�

EUDQFK�OLQHV�WR�1HZTXD\��7KH�RWKHU�RQH��VWLOO�RSHQ��LV�3DU��7KH�

EUDQFK�IURP�&KDFHZDWHU��WKURXJK�WKH�SRSXODU�VHDVLGH�UHVRUW�RI�

3HUUDQSRUWK��ZDV�WKH�PRUH�UXUDO�DQG�LVRODWHG�DQG�LW�FORVHG�WR�

SDVVHQJHUV�LQ�)HEUXDU\b������WKRXJK�&KDFHZDWHU�VWDWLRQ�GLG�QRW�

FORVH�XQWLO�2FWREHU�������

7KH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�SKRWRJUDSKV�VKRZ�WKH�8S�SODWIRUP�ZKLFK��

DFFRUGLQJ�WR�P\������WLPHWDEOH��KRVWHG�VRPH����WUDLQV�HDFK�GD\��

0RVW�ZRXOG�JHW�\RX�WR�3O\PRXWK��([HWHU�RU�7DXQWRQ�IRU�FRQQHF-

WLRQV�WR�/RQGRQ��7KHUH�ZDV�DW�OHDVW�RQH�WKURXJK�/RQGRQ�WUDLQ��WKH�

Ō5R\DO�'XFK\ō�ZKLFK�ZDV�DOZD\V�WLPHWDEOHG�WR�JLYH�WKH�&RUQLVK�

ZD\VLGH�VWDWLRQV�D�GLUHFW�VHUYLFH�WR�/RQGRQ��

7KHUH�LV�PXFK�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�3HWHU�*UD\ōV�VXSHUE�SKRWRJUDSK��

7KH�GDWH�LV�$XJXVWb���������DQG�Ō����ō�FODVV������7�1R�b�����LV�

DUULYLQJ�LQ�WKH�EUDQFK�SODWIRUP�ZLWK�WKH�����SP�7UXUR�1HZTXD\��

:H�FDQ�VHH�IURP�WKH�PLOHSRVW�WKDW�&KDFHZDWHU�LV�����PLOHV�IURP�

Example 1: Chacewater
3DGGLQJWRQ�DQG�WKDW�WKH�UHODWLYH�LQIUHTXHQF\�RI�VHUYLFHV�DOORZV�

WLPH�IRU�WKH�SRUWHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�JDUGHQV��SODQWHG�ZLWK�URVH�

EXVKHV��7KH�FRPSHWLWLYH�WHQGLQJ�RI�VWDWLRQ�JDUGHQV�E\�VWDII�ZDV�

DQRWKHU�DVSHFW�RI�UDLOZD\�OLIH�H[WLQJXLVKHG�E\�%HHFKLQJ��

7KRXJK�WKH�WHOHJUDSK�SROHV�FDUU\�D�SRZHU�FDEOH�IRU�VLJQDOOLQJ��

WKHUH�LV�FOHDUO\�QR�PDLQV�VXSSO\�WR�WKH�VWDWLRQ�SODWIRUP��7KHUH�LV�D�

ŌJLEEHWō�ODPSSRVW�XS�ZKLFK�D�7LOOH\�RLO�ODPS�ZRXOG�EH�KRLVWHG�

DIWHU�GDUN��DQG�WKH�ODUJH�QDPHERDUG��NQRZQ�DV�D�UXQQLQJ�LQ�

ERDUG��FDUULHV�KRRNV�RQ�ZKLFK�RLO�ODPSV�FRXOG�EH�KXQJ��7KH�

SRUWHU�KDV�DOUHDG\�SODFHG�KLV�WUROOH\�VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�UHDG\�IRU�D�

TXLFN�WUDQVIHU�RI�JRRGV�ZKHQ�WKH�QH[W�8S�WUDLQ��SUREDEO\�WKH�

����SP�WR�7UXUR��DUULYHV��+LV�WUROOH\�LV�WKH�FODVVLF�*:5�6ZLQGRQ�

SURGXFW�VR�EHORYHG�RI�WUDLQ�VSRWWHUV�DV�D�FRPIRUWDEOH�VHDW��+H�LV�

EXV\�ODEHOOLQJ�ODUJH�WLQV�RI�&RUQLVK�FUHDP��7KHVH�PD\�EH�IRU�ZKDW�

ZH�ZRXOG�QRZ�FDOO�WKH�KRVSLWDOLW\�LQGXVWU\��RU�WKH\�PD\�EH�IRU�

UHWDLO�VWRUHV��PDQ\�&RUQLVK�JURFHU\�VWRUHV�RIIHULQJ�D�PDLOLQJ�

VHUYLFH�ZKHUHE\�KROLGD\PDNHUV�FRXOG�VHQG�VPDOO�DPRXQWV�RI�

FUHDP�WKURXJK�WKH�PDLO�WR�IULHQGV�DQG�UHODWLYHV��
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also came under the ‘parcels’ heading. The 

operation of newspaper trains in an era when 

many more people read their news than 

listened to it on radio or TV would be worthy 

of an article in its own right. Smaller 

consignments of newspapers, in bundles, 

would also be handled among the general 

parcels traffic.

According to BR’s 1959 Factbook, only 

passenger receipts (£138 million), merchandise 

and livestock (£92m) and coal and coke 

(£122m) brought BR more gross revenue than 

parcels by passenger train, where 83 million 

consignments brought in £51.9m (over £1bn 

today). Parcels traffic by passenger train was 

big business. Do our layouts – at least those set 

in the steam or transition eras – really reflect 

that level of parcels traffic? Or are we content 

to model a station with a handful of 

passengers and little else, almost as if we’re 

waiting for Beeching’s axe?

My spotting notes from 1962 cover two 

consecutive Fridays at Iver, Buckinghamshire. 

I did not just take locomotive numbers, I took 

as much information as I could, bearing in 

mind that these trains were passing at speed. 

On both days I logged an up parcels train, 

subsequently identified by the late Richard 

Strange as 3A49, the 9.55am Reading-

Paddington parcels. On August 10 1962 

No. 1024 County of Pembroke had 21 parcels 

vans in tow. A week later, no less than 

No. 6021 King Richard II had charge of 19 vans. 

On that first Friday, at the opposite end of 

the scale, I had noted 2-6-2T No. 6135 coming 

off the Uxbridge branch and heading west 

with three parcels vans. It was interesting to 

see that both branch lines from West Drayton 

still mustered a parcels service, as Colnbrook 

was receiving visits from diesel parcels cars 

(Class 128) to collect consignments of Penguin 

books at the time. Those branches would both 

be closed within three years.

THE WAY IT WAS
So just what did ‘parcels by passenger train’ 

look like? For starters, it was anything too 

big or awkwardly-shaped to be sent by 

Royal Mail. I recall, at Reading General, 

seeing what must have been either a garden 

rake or a large broom, wrapped from head to 

handle-tip in brown paper. Wheels and tyres 

for vehicles and bicycles were often to be 

seen, usually with a minimum of wrapping, 

and even complete motorcycles. There would 

be lots of cardboard boxes, a few wooden 

crates and many odd shapes wrapped in 

canvas bags, tied at the ends and with large 

labels tied on with string. A long, tubular 

shape would betray a rolled carpet or 

linoleum wrapped in heavy brown paper. 

Perishables were also routine traffic for 

passenger trains. Fruit and vegetables in 

smaller quantities and requiring a fast trip to 

market would go by passenger train. So, too, 

would confectionery and cakes and even 

Cornish cream. 

While at some stations there might be 

Scenic details
Here’s a summary of the 
SURGXFWV�WKDW�,bXVHG�

PECO MODELSCENE 5062
Suitcases, Trunks and Trolleys

These are moulded in two shades of 
EURZQ��LQ�WKDW�VOLSSHU\�ŴH[LEOH�SODVWLF�
that does not take paint easily. The 
SODVWLF�ƓQLVK�ORRNV�ƓQH�IRU�WKH�OHDWKHU�RI�
WUXQNV�DQG�VXLWFDVHV��VR�,bXVHG�WKHVH�
XQSDLQWHG��,bKDG�EHWWHU�ORRNLQJ�WUROOH\V�
and sack barrows from other sources, 
VR�,bXVHG�WKHP�LQVWHDG�

SHIRE SCENES S1V
SR/LSWR Seats and barrows

7KLV�LV�D�ƓQHO\�HWFKHG�EUDVV�VKHHW��HDFK�
LWHP�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�RQO\�WKUHH�RU�IRXU�
SDUWV��6LPSOH�IROGLQJ�LV�UHTXLUHG��,I�\RX�
DUH�DGHSW�DW�VROGHULQJ�WKLV�ZLOO�FDXVH�
\RX�QR�SUREOHPV��EXW�,bDVVHPEOHG�WKH�
WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�EDUURZV�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ�
more than a spot of Velo-Set PVA to 
hold the wheels in place. Items needed 
D�TXLFN�VSUD\�ZLWK�DHURVRO�SULPHU�
EHIRUH�EUXVK�SDLQWLQJ�ZLWK�2PHQ�
$FU\OLF�JUHHQ��

SHIRE SCENES S15
Generic Barrows

This little etched brass sheet contains 
three sack barrows of two different 
GHVLJQV��7KH�EDUURZV�VLPSO\�IROG�XS�
DQG�WKH�ZKHHOV�FDQ�EH�JOXHG�RU�
VROGHUHG�LQ�SODFH��7KH�ODUJHU�EDUURZ�
KDV�WZR�SDUW�ZKHHOV��$bTXLFN�VSUD\�ZLWK�
aerosol primer and they can be painted 
with acrylic paint. 

PECO WILLS SS68
Platform Accessories

7KLV�SDFN�RI�SODVWLF�PRXOGLQJV�LQFOXGHV�
UXQQLQJ�LQ�ERDUGV��YHQGLQJ�PDFKLQHV�
and posters to suit the steam era, but 
,bERXJKW�LW�IRU�WKH�SDLUV�RI�/6:5�DQG�
*:5�VW\OH�WUROOH\V��7KHVH�MXVW�UHTXLUHG�
D�EUXVK�ZLWK�JUHHQ�RU�GDUN�EURZQ�SDLQW�
and some weathered wood colour (all 
IURP�2PHQ�DFU\OLFV��RQ�WKH�ŌGHFNō�RI�WKH�
trolley. This pack was perfect for my 
needs as a pair of two-wheeled 
65�W\SHbEDUURZV�DUH�LQFOXGHG�DQG�
WZRbIRXU�ZKHHOHG�*:5�WUROOH\V��

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT 
36-403/36-404
Factory Workers/Station Staff

%RWK�WKHVH�SDFNV�RI�IXOO\�ƓQLVKHG�Ō22ō�
ƓJXUHV�FRQWDLQ�EDUURZV�DQG�VDFN�WUROOH\�
RU�OXJJDJH�

SMART MODELS TD25 
22b6&$/( 
Six Pigeon Baskets

6PDUW�0RGHOV�RIIHUV�DQ�HYHU�JURZLQJ�
UDQJH�RI��'�SULQWHG�DFFHVVRULHV�DQG�
ZDV�WKH�RQO\�VRXUFH�,bFRXOG�ƓQG�IRU�
SLJHRQ�EDVNHWV��3ULFHG�DW�e�����IRU�
VL[bQHDW�DQG�FULVS�EDVNHWV��WKH\�
VLPSO\bQHHG�D�EUXVK�ZLWK�D�VXLWDEOH�
shade of matt paint. 

In the days when cash ruled and before 
card payments and electronic money 
transfers became the norm, stations 
ZRXOG�KDYH�KDQGOHG�ODUJH�DPRXQWV�RI�
FDVK�LQ�SD\PHQW�IRU�SDVVHQJHU�WUDYHO�DQG�
FRQVLJQPHQW�RI�JRRGV��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
H[WHUQDO�WLFNHW�RIƓFH�ZLQGRZV�ZHUH�
usually protected by metal bars and each 
VWDWLRQ�KDG�LWV�RZQ�VDIH��+RZHYHU��VWDWLRQ�
staff did not pop down to the bank to pay 
PRQH\�LQ��,W�KDG�WR�JR�WKURXJK�WKH�DUHD�
DFFRXQWV�RIƓFH�DW�D�PDLQ�VWDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�
money from minor stations would be 
consolidated at a main line station. 
:HbFDQ�VHH�IURP�P\�WUDYHOOLQJ�VDIH�RU�
VWURQJER[�WKDW�PRQH\�IURP�:LQGVRU�	�
(WRQ�&HQWUDO�VWDWLRQ�ZHQW�WR�6ORXJK��
where it would be entered on the books 
DQG�WUDQVIHUUHG��ZLWK�6ORXJKōV�RZQ�
WDNLQJV��WR�WKH�PDLQ�RIƓFH�DW�3DGGLQJWRQ��
7KH�VWURQJER[�LV�RI�KHDY\�KDUGZRRG�

and metal construction. When the lid is 
OLIWHG��VHH�SLFWXUH��IDU�ULJKW��EDJV�RI�FDVK�
can be placed on the wooden plate. 
When the lid is lowered, the plate tips and 
WKH�FDVK�IDOOV�WKURXJK�LQWR�WKH�GHSWKV�RI�
WKH�ER[��7KH�SODWH�UHWXUQV�WR�LWV�KRUL]RQWDO�
SRVLWLRQ��SUHYHQWLQJ�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�FDVK�
from the top. Now, the cash can only be 
DFFHVVHG�E\�XQORFNLQJ�WKH�ORZHU�GRRU��IRU�
ZKLFK�RQO\�WKH�DXWKRUL]HG�RIƓFH�KDV�D�NH\��

Travelling safes 
RUbstrongboxes

On July 29 1961 GWR diesel railcar No. W22W stands 

at Tenbury Wells ready to return to Bewdley. It has 

crossed from the Down platform to the Up, having 

delivered several parcels including the strongbox, 

destined for the ticket office. Apparently ‘re-allocat-

ed’ from elsewhere, the strongbox carries a white 

‘Tenbury’ label above its regular destination, which 

appears to be the cash office at Worcester Shrub Hill. 

CJL COLLECTION
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A between-the-wars scene at 

Moreton-in-Marsh showing typical 

parcels and luggage activity at a modest-

sized wayside station. CJL COLLECTION

This wonderful picture of activity at Moreton-in-Marsh 
station must date from the 1930s, as the ‘change for 
Shipston-on-Stour’ wording has been removed from the 
station nameboard following the closure of that branch in 
July 1929. Working our way along the Down (left-hand) 
platform there are milk churns and pigeon baskets, stacked. 
The adjacent creamery would have despatched by milk tank 

wagons as these became available later in the 1930s. Under 
the canopy are two trolleys loaded with parcels awaiting the 
next train for Worcester and Hereford. On the Up platform 
several passengers are waiting with their luggage and a 
porter is actually taking a short cut with a lady’s luggage! It 
was a perfectly acceptable course of action in those days, 
which would certainly not be permitted now.

Example 2: Moreton-in-Marsh

A travelling safe or strong-

box from the Windsor 

branch. Quite by chance 

I was able to get a pile of 

these boxes ‘rescued’ by BR’s 

Collectors Corner for public 

sale and to have my pick of 

the crop for £15. 

CHRIS LEIGH

MAKE A STRONGBOX
You can use the printed ‘cut-outs’ 

or photocopy them if you don’t 

wish to cut up your magazine. 

Cut out the cross-shaped print as 

one piece. Cut a balsawood block 

of the appropriate dimensions, 

score and fold the print around the 

balsa using a card glue such as 

Deluxe Speedbond to glue it in 

place. Use a black pen to colour 

the exposed edges.

The travelling safe from Bolventor, my wayside station, is about to be 

collected by a local train. 

These are printed to 

be used at 100%. 4mm 

above and 7mm right.
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vehicle access to the platform, it was more 

commonplace for goods to be transferred to a 

platform barrow or trolley for movement to 

the train door and then for goods to be 

manhandled again into the carriage. It was of 

course the porters, a grade now gone from the 

railway, who did all this manhandling and 

ensuring that goods were correctly placed 

onto and off the trains. 

This placing of goods for convenient 

loading often meant that the trolleys would 

be moved (depending on the weather) to the 

point on the platform where they would be 

closest to the doors of the carriage when the 

train arrived. Platform staff would know to 

which end of the train parcels for each 

different destination should be delivered. 

For this reason, passenger train formations 

would remain the same, day after day.

At busy stations with large amounts of 

parcels traffic and, perhaps, longer distances 

from parcels room to train, porters would 

endeavour to save themselves some exertion 

by stacking trolleys with enormous loads. 

One over-loaded trolley would at least seem 

to require less effort than two lighter loads, if 

they had to be taken a long distance. 

BR continued most of these methods into 

the 1970s and beyond. For instance as late as 

1978 Taunton had a contracted fleet of 16 

collection and delivery vehicles, but 

economies in handling had led to collection 

and delivery being concentrated on larger 

stations and very few small stations still had 

collection and delivery vehicles. Staffed 

stations, however, continued to handle 

station-to-station parcels brought in and 

collected by customers.

It’s a far cry from the days when Staines 

West had its own delivery dray and horse, 

who knew his daily round of the town and 

exactly where to stop for each customer! 

An overloaded trolley of parcels wait to 

be loaded aboard the 7.45pm Kensing-

ton-Penzance parcels train at Newton 

Abbot on July 29 1961. P.W. GRAY/GREAT 

WESTERN TRUST

You will need a pair of fine pointed 
tweezers or forceps to hold the Smart 
Models pigeon baskets while painting them, 
as they are quite small. I mixed a suitable 
‘straw’ colour from Omen acrylic paints, 
leather and yellow.

All these platform ‘dressings’, particularly 
the smaller items such as the pigeon 
baskets, will need to be glued in place with 
a spot of white glue such as Velo-Set, 
otherwise they will vanish up the vacuum 
cleaner when you clean the layout!

21
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A bucolic scene at Three Cocks Junction as a 

Brecon-Moat Lane train is ready for departure. 

The guard is waiting for the photographer to 

get back on board after photographing the 

scene with baskets of pigeons and their log 

book that have probably just been unloaded 

from the front ‘van’. The stationmaster may 

well have the job of logging their release 

during the gap between dealing with infrequent 

trains. The 1958-59 timetable shows just half 

a dozen trains on this route, which closed in 

December 1962. CJL COLLECTION

Pigeons
Racing pigeons are another 
once-considerable railway 
WUDIƓF�WKDW�LV�QRZ�ODUJHO\�IRUJRW-
ten. The rearing and racing of 
homing pigeons was once a 
widespread hobby, particularly 
among the working class. It 
was relatively inexpensive, 
could be conducted from a 
home-made, backyard pigeon 
loft, and could provide a little 
extra income when you 
produced a winner or two. 

The birds would be consigned to the 
railway in wicker baskets, their unique 
registration numbers logged by the 
railway along with the time and place of 
release. It placed a responsibility on 
railway staff to operate the system 
correctly but at the height of its popular-
ity it clearly brought the railway some 
LQFRPH��,bFDQ�UHFDOO�VHHLQJ�SLJHRQ�
baskets on the platform at Staines 
Central and the father of one of my 
school friends was a keen pigeon fancier, 
as they were known. 

It was another facet of railway ‘life’ that 
ended post-Beeching, but as late as 1976 

a question was asked in Parliament in an 
attempt to force BR to continue carrying 
UDFLQJ�SLJHRQ�WUDIƓF��+RZHYHU��XQVWDIIHG�
and part-time staffed stations rendered it 
impractical to continue. 

Bring me water
7KRXJK�PLON�LQ�FKXUQ�WUDIƓF�E\�WUDLQ�

largely ceased with the advent of 

six-wheel milk tank wagons in the 1930s, 

it was still possible to see a single churn 

on a station platform in some rural areas. 

This would actually be unconnected with 

dairy produce but would be a regular 

railway activity to supply fresh water to a 

location, perhaps a signal box or 

crossing keeper’s cottage, with no local 

mains water supply or well.

I’ve chosen as an example this timeless 

scene at Petrockstow, on the North 

Devon & Cornwall Junction Railway in 

1964. The stationmaster, doubtless the 

only member of staff, has paused for a 

quick word with the driver of Ivatt ‘2MT’ 

�����7�1R�b������ZRUNLQJ�WKH�FXVWRPDU\�
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,W�LV�����DP�RQ�-XO\b���������7KH�
UHIUHVKPHQW�URRP�KDV�ORQJ�VLQFH�
FORVHG��VR�LW�GRHV�QRW�PDWWHU�WKDW�WKH�
SODWIRUP�DQG�GRRUZD\�DUH�FRPSOHWHO\�
EORFNHG�ZLWK�SDUFHOV��7KHVH�DUH�EHLQJ�
WUDQVIHUUHG�WR�DQG�IURP�WKH�����SP�
.HQVLQJWRQ�3HQ]DQFH�RYHUQLJKW�SDUFHOV�
WUDLQ�KHDGHG�E\�SURWRW\SH�1%/�7\SHb��
1R�b'����Active��$W�WKLV�ODUJH�VWDWLRQ�
WKH�SRUWHUV�DUH�SULYLOHJHG�WR�KDYH�D�
EDWWHU\�HOHFWULF�SODWIRUP�WUROOH\�EXW�
HYHQ�VR�WKH\�KDYH�H[HUFLVHG�LQJHQXLW\�
LQ�VWDFNLQJ�WKH�SDUFHOV�WR�DYRLG�D�
VHFRQG�WULS��2Q�WKH�SODWIRUP�DUH�
FDUWRQV��ER[HV��D�VXLWFDVH�RU�WZR��DQG�
HYHQ�D�EDUUHO��ZKLOH�WKH�VWDWLRQ�EHQFK�LV�
VWDFNHG�ZLWK�VPDOOHU�SDUFHOV��0RVW�RI�
WKLV�WUDIƓF�VHHPV�GHVWLQHG�WR�JR�LQWR�
WKH�%5�6WDQGDUG�&&7��ZKLFK�LV�VWDQGLQJ�
ZLWK�LWV�WZR�VHWV�RI�GRXEOH�GRRUV�RSHQ�
DQG�LV�WKH�ODVW�YHKLFOH�LQ�WKH�WUDLQ��

Example 3:
Newton Abbot

Left: Bacon and pork pies from Harris’ 

factory at Calne clearly counted as parcels 

by passenger train, here being loaded into 

specially branded Siphon C ventilated vans at 

the passenger platform. CJL COLLECTION

VLQJOH�%XOOHLG�EUDNH�FRDFK�EHWZHHQ�+DOZLOO�

-XQFWLRQ�DQG�7RUULQJWRQ��7KH�1'	&-5�ZDV�

WKH�ODVW�OLJKW�UDLOZD\�HQJLQHHUHG�E\�&RORQHO�

+ROPDQ�)��6WHSKHQV�DQG�LW�GLG�QRW�RSHQ�XQWLO�

������$V�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�&RORQHOōV�VWDWLRQV��

IDFLOLWLHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�SULPLWLYH��

,�DP�XQFHUWDLQ�ZKHWKHU�3HWURFNVWRZ�KDG�

PDLQV�ZDWHU�RU�QRW��EXW�MXGJLQJ�E\�WKH�

VWDWLRQōV�ORFDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�GLVWDQFH�IURP�

KDELWDWLRQ�,bZRXOG�VWURQJO\�GRXEW�WKDW�LW�KDG�

DQ\�IRUP�RI�ZDWHU�VXSSO\�DQG�,�VXVSHFW�WKDW�

WKH�FKXUQ�ZDV�PRVW�OLNHO\�ZDWHU�FRPLQJ�WR�

WKH�VWDWLRQ��,Q�DOO�WKH�FDVHV�,bKDYH�VHHQ��

SDUDOOHO�VLGHG�FKXUQV�ZHUH�XVHG�IRU�ZDWHU��

UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�WDSHUHG�PLON�FKXUQV��

)RU�PRGHOOLQJ�SXUSRVHV�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�

WKH�bSDUDOOHO�VLGHG�FKXUQV�SURGXFHG�E\�

3	'b0DUVK�DUH�PRUH�VXLWHG�WR�WKLV�WKDQ�WKH�

WDSHUHG�PLON�FKXUQV�SURGXFHG�E\�3HFR��

Country railway operation was sometimes pretty lax about the rules and it appears that no one has bothered to move the headcode disc on Ivatt ‘2MT’ 2-6-2T No. 41283 as it works a North Devon & Cornwall Junction line train between Halwill Junction and Torrington in 1964. Passenger service was withdrawn in March 1965. CJL COLLECTION
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My parcels bay platform is just long 

enough to allow a van to be placed at the 

buffer stop end while the rest of the 

platform is used for movements by a 

VLQJOH�XQLW�UDLOFDU��,bGHFLGHG�WKDW�D�YDQ�

could be placed permanently at this 

position, with its doors open as a bit of 

‘set dressing’ which would not be moved 

and could, therefore, be modelled with 

parcels being loaded.

I’m used to North American boxcar 

models, most of which have sliding doors 

that move and can therefore easily be 

modelled open. The hinged doors used 

on most British parcels vans are usually 

moulded closed and offer no such 

opportunity. The SR bogie van from the 

old Tri-ang Hornby range has opening 

doors, but it’s very old tooling and the 

doors are pretty crude. The same is true of 

the Southern CCT in the old Hornby-Dublo 

OPEN DOORS
UDQJH��,bFRQVLGHUHG�

various vans in the 

Hornby and Bachmann 

ranges but bogie 

vehicles are too long for 

the available space and 

,bWKRXJKW�WKDW�FXWWLQJ�RXW�

doors to model them 

open would cause too 

much damage.

(YHQWXDOO\�,bRSWHG�IRU�D�

kit and had, in stock, a 

Parkside Southern PMV 

NLW�ZKLFK�,bUHFNRQHG�

,bFRXOG�PRGLI\�ZLWKRXW�

WRR�PXFK�ULVN��,bKDG�

planned to convert this 

into the Edith Cavell van, as preserved on 

the Kent & East Sussex Railway, by 

modelling it with the doors open for the 

KESR layout we built in Model Rail.

Above: A pair of BR Standard CCT vans stand with 

their doors open ready for loading at Twickenham 

in 1969. CHRIS LEIGH

You won’t find much that’s Rail 

blue on my layout, but I do make an 

exception for Heljan’s parcels car 

W55991 in the condition in which 

I saw it at Reading General in the 

early days of the livery. My parcels 

bay platform has just enough space 

for the van and a single railcar. 
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The open doors need some additional support, 

so I glued in place two small pieces of .080in 

square plastic rod so that they would be well 

hidden behind the doors. These are an 

immense help when glueing the doors in place.

The side mouldings have no locating ribs for 

the floor so I added styrene strip set at the right 

level to just rest on the floor. Two short pieces 

were fitted to the sides adjacent to the open 

doors. This simplifies assembly considerably.

65

Butting the doors to the sides is tricky but the 

little styrene-strip supports are a big help. It is 

important to ensure the doors are fixed vertical 

and not leaning or sagging, before glueing 

them in place, with the scribed inside showing.

The body was then assembled to the floor and 

fixed with plenty of liquid cement, ensuring 

that it was level and against the styrene strips 

all round. The chassis had already been 

assembled according to the kit instructions.

I like to preserve some of my modelling roots, 

and this die-cast metal chap is the oldest 

model figure I possess. I’m not sure of his origin 

but he’s at least 60 years old. I gave him a 

repaint and pride of place in the van. 

I painted the interior a light brown shade and 

trimmed the base of the metal figure as much 

as I could. I added another figure and some 

crates and barrels around the doorway. The 

rest of the van is empty but that won’t be seen. 

7

10

8

11

As this was a wooden van I brush-painted it 

with Omen acrylic Tree Green, which seemed a 

reasonable match to SR coach green. 

I remember parcels vans as usually being filthy, 

so I used plenty of Tamiya weathering powder.

Time for a test-fit on the layout. I spotted, and 

corrected, the overturned barrow after the 

photograph was taken. In the meantime a lot of 

work was done on the station, too, completing 

the island platform building, lamps and signs.

9

12

As supplied, the inside of the door carries no 

detail. However, the open doors will be 

showing their inner surface, so addition of a 

little detail, in the shape of some carefully 

scored horizontal plank lines, was needed. 

4

The plastic is quite soft, but several passes 

with the knife were needed, on both sides of 

the moulding. Once the door was separated, 

the cut edges of the door and the opening 

were smoothed with a small, flat needle file.

I’m going to make construction a little more 

difficult by building it as a static model with one 

set of doors open. I cut the doors out of one 

side using a knife and steel rule, taking care as 

one vertical cut is very close to a window.

32

The Parkside Southern PMV (now made by 

Peco) is a typical easy-to-build plastic kit, 

supplied with metal wheels and moulded in 

colour. It is ideal for assembly with Deluxe 

Materials Plastic Magic or EMA Plasticweld.

1

STEP
BY

STEP



DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the
fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby.

As the first new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK.
DIGITRAINS now has over 12 years experience to share. 
Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 

through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 
free advice, a decoder installation service and the best 

DCC 'test drive' facility around.

Don’t leave that major purchase to chance!
Why not visit our shop? Our comprehensive 
library of loco sounds can be demonstrated.

We stock 1,000s of products from 
more than 30 leading manufacturers. 
And don't worry if you're not digital. 
We're also a traditional model shop, 

holding all the major ready-to-run lines



3URMHFW�GLIƓFXOW\�UDQJHV�IURP�HDV\����������������RQH�VFUHZGULYHU��WR�YHU\�KDUG�����������������ƓYH�VFUHZGULYHUV�

45www.model-rail.co.uk

���SDJHV�RI�SURMHFWV��DGYLFH�DQG�WRS�WLSV�WKDW�VKRZ�\RX�KRZ

Workbench

Meet the Model Rail Expert Modellers

George Dent
Learn from 
RQHbRI�WKH�
FRXQWU\ōV�

EHVWbPRGHOOHUV��

Chris Gadsby
7KH�VPDOOHU�
WKHbGHWDLO��
WKHbPRUH�

LQWHUHVWHG�KH�LV�

Steve Nall
$�PRGHOOHU�VLQFH�
FKLOGKRRG��KH�DOVR�
HQMR\V�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�
UHDO�WUDLQV�

Peter Marriott
6FHQLF�JXUX��
.QRZV�ZKDWōV�
DYDLODEOH�DQG�
KRZ�WR�XVH�LW�

46 Create a station 
platform

56 Distress a 
timber-bodied wagon

60 Customise a 
model truck

64 Build laser-cut 
catenary 68 Get the best from 

3D-printed buildings

Workbench sponsored by



Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

46 Model Rail 287 June 2021

R
ailway platforms and stations are 

far and away my favourite part of 

the UK network. It will come as no 

surprise then that the design of my 

layout was centred around the station and 

making sure that it was big enough for 

a locomotive and four coaches. Nor will it be 

a surprise that this was the first thing 

I wanted to build, as everything else would fit 

around that. Long-term readers of the 

magazine will remember my previous station 

builds, in the form of the London 

Underground diorama and Ewell West in past 

years. Family members, and several of my 

school design and technology teachers, will 

know that I don’t do things the easy way and 

if there is a simple way to do something I’ll 

explore every other option first. The same 

has rung true with this model. Rather than 

a simple straight platform, I’ve opted for a 

curved platform with a bay, and the desire to 

make my station accessible has resulted in an 

attempt to merge two footbridges into one. 

Thankfully, I’m pleased to report that the 

build has been successful on the whole, and 

being able to spread it over a couple of 

months meant that I never felt as though 

I was rushing, and was able to do bits and 

pieces here and there when I had the 

time. The total cost of the project was just 

over £200 but, as with most things, I had 

some material spare that I will be able to 

use on other projects, bringing the cost of 

those down.

Over the next ten pages I’ll guide you 

through everything from making the 

platform to adding all of the small details 

that bring your layout to life. As ever, you can 

adapt and modify the guide to suit your own 

requirements, but this will give you a good 

idea of the tools and materials required for 

a successful build. 

Chris Gadsby describes how he went about building the platforms for his layout, and 
offers tips and advice so you can avoid panic stations.
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SHOPPING LIST
�X 18mm plywood 
$YDLODELOLW\�b$OObKDUGZDUH�VWRUHV�
Price: e�������IURP�%	4�

�X �PP�PRXQW�FDUG�Availability: &UDIW�
VWRUHV�Price:�e������IURP�7KH�5DQJH�

�X 3HFR�/.����FRQFUHWH�SODWIRUP�
HGJLQJ�Availability: 3HFR�VWRFNLVWV�
Price:�e����

�X 3HFR�/.����FRQFUHWH�SODWIRUP�
HGJLQJ�UDPSV�
$YDLODELOLW\�b3HFRbVWRFNLVWV�
3ULFH�b£2.95

�X 6FDOH�0RGHO�6FHQHU\�'&����22�
0RGHUQ�3ODWIRUP�0DUNLQJV�
Availability: www.scalemodel 
scenery.co.uk Price: £5.49

TOOLS
�X 6DZ

�X 3HQFLO�DQG�SDSHU

�X %ODFN��EURZQ��JUH\��\HOORZ�DQG�
ZKLWHbSDLQW

�X 6SRQJH

�X 6FDOSHO�

�X 0DVNLQJ�WDSH

�X 39$�JOXH

�X 3DLQWEUXVKHV

What you will need

My first step was to create card mock-ups of the platforms, which allowed me to visualise how 

they will eventually look and also meant I can fine-tune the size of the platforms, checking there 

aren’t going to be any collisions with overhanging trains, particularly from curves. 

I had made a mark for the end of the platform 

but when testing with the Peco concrete 

edging my longest car, the Class 153, hit the 

platform so I had to move it and make the 

platform slightly shorter, but still long enough 

for four coaches.

1

2

I then measured the height between the 

baseboard and the doors. The Peco edging was 

20mm high, so I’d have to create a section for 

the edging to sit on. I also needed 18mm 

plywood to form supports for each platform.

Once you’ve cut the wood be sure to sand it 

down to avoid any splinters. You’ll be handling 

the wood a lot in the next few steps so it’s 

best to take your time over this and avoid an 

injury down the line. 

4

6

STEP
BY

STEP

Mark out the platform on the wood, keeping in 

mind that the width of the Peco edging on each 

side needs to be subtracted from the width, 

and cut the wood. If you have a band saw this 

will be much faster than doing it by hand!

Part of my platform is curved, so in order to 

get the curve right in the wood, press a piece 

of paper over the rail. The rail will give you a 

crease line in the paper and you will be able to 

follow it to match the curve. 

5

7

I measured the distance between the two rails 

and then calculated how far away from the 

edge of the platform I wanted the coach door. 

I worked this out at about a scale foot and that 

allowed me to then work out how wide my 

platforms were going to be. 

3
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If you need to use half a strip of platform 

edging, run a sharp knife through it. You’ll need 

to make several passes and it is much easier to 

do if you cut against one of the uprights as this 

will act as a guide for the blade. 

For the ramps, remove the final support so 

that you can fix the two ends together if 

you want to take the ramps to a point. 

Again, this will depend on your clearances 

and personal preferences. 

Once the edging was bent this is how it looked. 

You can just about make out my pencil mark on 

the baseboard for the coach clearances, so 

I was happy with this result. You do need to 

bend the platform before weathering, 

otherwise the hot water will take the paint off.

I used a mixture of black and brown to 

create the look of concrete that had been 

exposed to the elements for decades. 

Put it on roughly with a brush, making sure 

you get it into all of the corners, but don’t 

worry about the top.

8

11

9

12

The Peco edging can be bent, but it will need 

heating first. I found the best way was to drop it 

into a pan of hot water. Fish it out and then bend 

it to the desired curve. Overbending it gave me 

the right curve once it had sprung back. 

Use a piece of sponge to dab the paint across 

the plastic. The sponge will give you the texture 

of concrete and your actions will naturally make 

it darker in the corners where the pressure 

from the sponge isn’t as great. Keep going until 

you’re happy with the level of dirt. 

10

13
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To raise the ground level as discussed earlier, I used 2mm mount card. This happened to be the 

same height as the cork. In an area where the baseboard drops slightly, an extra layer of card 

allowed me to bring the platform back level.

Use PVA glue to fix the wooden support to the 

card and Roket card glue to fix the platform 

edging. I used a scrap piece of card 13mm wide 

to ensure the edging was always the right 

distance from the rail. Don’t worry about any 

glue at the bottom, it will be hidden by ballast.

On the curve, getting an accurate card cut-out wasn’t easy, even using a template. So I filled in 

the gaps with ordinary filler. In some places you might need several layers, but here you can 

see the before and after shot which greatly improves the look of the platform once painted. 

14

17

15

It took four 

coats to get 

a good coating 

of white paint for 

the edge of the 

platform lines. 

Here, I’ve 

removed the tape 

from one platform 

and left it on the 

other so you can 

see how to 

achieve a nice 

crisp line. The 

regulations say 

the line should be 

5 inches, or 

roughly 2mm in 

‘OO’ gauge.

Scale Model Scenery produces ‘Mind the gap’ 

adhesive decals which can be stuck directly to 

the platform. These were placed either where 

the doors would be if the platform always 

received the same train, or evenly spaced apart 

along the platform. You can also see here I have 

added a few patches of lighter paint on the 

surface to represent repairs.

20

Once dry, I put 2mm card on the top so that it 

was flush with the edging, and added the ramps 

at the end, electing not to take them to a point. 

Check with coaches and multiple units that 

there won’t be any collisions. 

After two 

coats of 

grey acrylic paint 

this was how my 

platforms look. 

Apart from the 

odd bit of 

touching up, I’m 

very happy with 

the result so far. 

At this point 

there are still 

lines to paint, 

the edging to 

touch up and 

details in the 

surface to add.

16

18

I used the same 

technique for 

the yellow warning 

line as I did for the 

white. The 

regulations state 

that for a line speed 

under 100mph the 

back of the line 

should be one 

metre from the 

platform edge, or 

12mm in ‘OO’. Note 

that these lines are 

only where through 

trains pass, so 

I haven’t included 

them in the bay 

platforms. 

21

19
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T
o make the footbridge I used Dapol’s 

plastic footbridge kit, but there was 

a problem. I wanted my station to be 

deemed ‘accessible’, so I needed to 

add some lifts. The current design wouldn’t 

allow for that as the stairs take a right-angle 

turn and continue upwards, something which 

BUILD A FOOTBRIDGE
HOW TO 
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I was informed by Chris Leigh during the 

build was a health and safety feature to avoid 

somebody falling too far should they trip. 

This wouldn’t be useful for a wheelchair user, 

but I still needed the height to clear the 

trains. To solve this problem I bought a 

second kit with the intention of kit-bashing 

the two together, allowing for the stairs to go 

in one straight line to the top level. As I’ve 

documented in this section, it wasn’t as easy 

a task as I had envisaged…
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Dapol C004 plastic footbridge kit 
Availability: Dapol stockists 
3ULFH�b£7.66

�X Evergreen 4501 1/16” tiles 
Availability: www.
evergreenscalemodels.com 
3ULFH�b$6.95 

�X Shapeways B-01 lift entrances 
Availability: www.shapeways.com 
Price: £13.50

�X Deluxe Materials AD70 Plastic Kit 
glue Availability: www.
deluxematerials.co.uk Price: £3.49

�X Deluxe Materials BD44 Plastic Putty 
Availability: www.deluxematerials.
co.uk Price: £7.50

�X Phoenix Precision Paint C283 TFL 
red Availability: www.phoenix-
paints.co.uk Price: £3.85

�X Phoenix Precision Paint C284 
7)/bEOXH�Availability: www.
phoenix-paints.co.uk Price: £3.85

TOOLS
�X Scalpel 

�X Grey spray primer

�XWhite spray primer

�X Paintbrush

What you will need

I would use the same painting technique I used 

for the platform edging (see previous article) 

on the walkways. I’m about halfway through in 

this picture, and you can see the concrete on 

the right next to the bare plastic on the left. 

To make the walkway long enough, I had to fix 

the walkways from both kits together and trim 

to length. To join them I used Deluxe Materials 

plastic kit glue, ensuring that the two halves 

were well supported while the glue set. 

I looked at 

numerous 

prototypes for 

steps and there 

didn’t seem to be a 

set way of painting 

the edges. I even 

looked at the 

regulation 

document and 

couldn’t find 

anything, so went 

for the one 

I thought looked 

best – white 

between the steps 

and yellow where 

the elevation 

changes.

The first section was easy, I used the same 

plastic kit glue to fix the bottom section of the 

stair supports. At this point the stairs aren’t 

fixed, only the stanchions. I added the stairs to 

ensure it stayed square and used tape to hold 

everything in place while the glue set. 

1

3

2

4

This is where the kit-bashing started. On the 

original kit, the next side support goes up and 

across at the start of the walkway, but that was 

no good for me, so on one side I cut it flush and 

on the other left one section for the very top. 

Ensure you have the parts the right way round.

At this point I fixed the second flight of stair 

supports to the structure. Note the one 

section of flat support on one side at the top. 

This is where the edge of the walkway will 

rest. On the final model the stairs will be 

opposite each other in a ‘Z’ formation.

As before, I used the plastic kit glue to fix 

the top section together, using the 

concrete walkway as a guide to keep 

everything square and tape to hold it in 

place. I left it overnight to ensure it was 

fully set before moving on. 

Fix the supports for the higher level in place. 

At this point I could only fit them to the 

outside, meaning the structure was incredibly 

flimsy. Ensure the support is straight, but 

other than that just leave the glue to set; 

gravity will apply the necessary pressure.

5

8

6

9

STEP
BY

STEP

This is where the fun started. The height of the 

top level meant I needed to cut some supports 

in half to get the right height. There also weren’t 

enough supports for a four-sided structure, so 

I’ve had to go with two. Along the top, I couldn’t 

avoid having the advertising board.

Finally, the two halves were fixed together with 

the walkway in between. I added a lot of 

support underneath as there is only one joint 

on each side holding the whole structure 

together at the moment. Note the gaps at the 

tops of the stairs – this is where the lifts will go.

7

10
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Apply Deluxe Materials plastic putty to any 

areas where there is a gap or a visible line you 

want to hide. It is easy to apply and sets 

relatively quickly. Once dry you can sand if 

necessary and apply paint to match the rest of 

the model as I have done on the bridge, and 

should have done on the concrete.

Paint the 

bridge. I used 

TFL blue from 

Cherry Paints 

applied with a 

paintbrush. If I was 

adept with an 

airbrush I would 

have used that to 

get a better finish, 

however the brush 

effect has left 

some slightly 

different shades 

which makes it 

look as though 

some paint has 

weathered owing 

to exposure to the 

elements. 

I wanted the lifts to look ugly, to make it look 

as though they were an afterthought that had 

just been erected quickly without any concern 

for design. I used Evergreen tiled sheet to 

make the tower, cutting openings for the lifts 

at the relevant points. 

I chose tiles 

because I wanted 

to try to make a 

bit of a design on 

the side to 

advertise the 

fact the station is 

also connected 

to the London 

Underground. 

I drafted the 

design in 

Microsoft Excel 

(Google Sheets 

is a good free 

alternative) and 

then transferred 

it with a tiny 

paintbrush onto 

the tiles. 

11

14

12

15

Finally, tone down the bright paint with a very 

light misting of grey primer from a spray can. 

Be really careful here: you don’t want to turn 

the bridge grey, just make it look as though it’s 

been exposed to the elements for a while.

17

Glue in place all of the stairs and concrete 

walkway. At this point your bridge is really 

starting to come together and look good. 

Note I filled the advertising space with a TfL 

advertisement backed onto some plastic card 

and cut to size to perfectly fill the gap.

Paint the lifts, glue them in place and then glue 

the tower to the footbridge as best you can. 

Don’t worry if it isn’t a perfect fit to the 

supports, and don’t forget this is supposed to 

look like an afterthought. Use the plastic putty 

to fill in any gaps you can see around the 

footbridge and then touch up the paint where 

it’s needed across the whole model.

13

16
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Model Railway Scenes wall 
mounted station bins Availability: 

www.modelrailwayscenes.com 
Price: £2.95

�X Model Railway Scenes ticket 
machines Availability: www.
modelrailwayscenes.com 
3ULFH�b£4.95

�X Model Railway Scenes station 
seating Availability: www.
modelrailwayscenes.com 
3ULFH�b£3.95

�X Model Railway Scenes station gate 
line set Availability: www.
modelrailwayscenes.com 
3ULFH�b£4.95

�X Scale Model Scenery AX014-OO 
Next Train Indicators Availability: 

www.scalemodelscenery.co.uk 
Price: £7.69

�X Scale Model Scenery AX101-OO 
3D-printed anti-trespass panels 
Availability: www.
scalemodelscenery.co.uk 
3ULFH�b£4.39

�X Trackside Signs Platform numbers 
and posterboards Availability: 

www.tracksidesigns.co.uk 
3ULFH�b£6.50

TOOLS
�X Scalpel 

�X Grey spray primer

�X Paints

�X Paintbrush

�X Suitable adhesive

�X Drill

What you will need

A
s we all know, it’s the small details 

that turn a good model railway into 

a great one. However, anybody 

who has ever created a shopping 

list for everything they need also knows how 

quickly all of these small details add up! 

Fortunately for all of us, as the production 

methods continue to evolve and 3D printing 

becomes more prevalent, it has bought highly 

detailed models to market at affordable prices. 

In this project I’ve used Scale Model Scenery 

products and a new company for me, Model 

Railway Scenes. I stumbled across the 

ADD THE DETAILS
HOW TO 

10 hrs00
GAUGE

company when searching for custom station 

nameboards and was pleased with the 

selection of other products on offer. As is often 

the case with these smaller details, I spent 

many hours painting them and stuck all of 

them on in under half an hour. The difference 

in the overall look of the station improved 

dramatically once I’d done this. I could keep 

going and add further details but that may 

need to wait for next month’s salary!

I used Scale Model Scenery’s next train 

indicators and platform clocks for all of the 

dot matrix displays at the station. Starting 

with the main structure, cut out the pieces 

from the laser-cut sheet and use Roket card 

glue to fix them together.

1

While that was drying I made the base 

structure for the screens by glueing together 

three of the strips. These were first cut to 

length as the kit allows for eight screens to be 

displayed. As I only have five platforms 

I trimmed three of them off. 

Here you can see how the template wraps 

around the laser-cut pieces. Those 

crosses represent metallic bracing on the 

back of each screen, and these will go on 

the inside of the final structure but will 

still be visible. 

3

5

Attach the cross section to the top. The 

instructions say to ensure the larger cuts at 

each end are on the inside, but this didn’t 

make a lot of sense to me. I eventually 

worked it out, but could still only make it 

work on one side. 

2

Cut around the paper template for the 

screens. Trimming to the length you require 

but making sure you still leave a tab at each 

end to wrap around. I accidentally cut the tab 

off one of the templates and had to improvise 

later on.

I picked the group of five stations from the 

eight available that I wanted on my platform. 

Fortunately, the destinations are viable for my 

stock and the only thing I had to compromise 

on is the platform numbers. That being said, 

they aren’t visible from viewing distances. 

4

6

With that 

done 

I moved on to 

the individual 

platform 

displays. The 

bases were 

really fiddly to 

put together 

but with some 

perseverance 

I managed it. 

Wrap the blue 

template 

around the 

base and fix 

down firmly. 

7
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Attach the displays to each side of the 

structure. Make sure you fix the top of the 

display to the thicker part of the template so 

that once it’s in place it will be angled down be 

made easier to read for your passengers. 

To make the post, fix three sections together 

with the piece containing the suspended 

section in the middle. You’ll be able to tell this 

is correct because at the bottom the extra 

legs will also be in the middle. 

Fix the screens to the structure once the paint 

has dried. To get the right viewing angle, place 

them face-down and put the cross bracing bar 

into the slots on the structure. Rest the base of 

the structure on the mat and leave to dry.

Move on to the station name boards. I used 

the same red and blue from the footbridge 

to paint the name and the logos on each 

side of the custom nameboard I got from 

Model Railway Scenes.

8

11

9

12

I used Gaugemaster modern platform lamps 

for the lampposts. These do light up, which 

I will do at a later date, but for now drill a 

2.5mm hole in your platform and thread all 

the wires through. 

Adjust the 

lamp to 

the desired 

height and fix in 

position with a 

blob of glue. 

You can use 

white glue but 

I used Deluxe 

Materials plastic 

kit glue for the 

plastic base. 

It holds well but 

will remove the 

paint on your 

platform so be 

precise!

The dot matrix displays are very 

top-heavy so I used Deluxe Materials 

Roket Hot superglue to fix them 

very quickly. You need to be careful 

with this as it will glue your skin in a 

matter of seconds!

Also from Model Railway Scenes are these 

platform seats. After a coat of paint these 

were easy to stick in place and, as they are 

very stable, it only takes a few seconds to 

position them and let gravity do the rest while 

the glue sets. 

14

17
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To make the cardboard look more metallic 

I added a coat of grey acrylic paint which took 

to the cardboard very easily and dried very 

quickly. A small paintbrush was needed for 

the hard to reach areas. 

I had two options here, either fix them to the 

lampposts or make a standalone name board. 

After placing all the benches and posts in situ 

I decided it would be too crowded so I just fixed 

the names onto some plastic card.

10

13

To ensure 

all of the 

posts are the 

same height 

(they’re 

adjustable), 

I held a ruler up 

against it while 

the glue was 

setting. Each 

post was 

adjusted to 

80mm, the 

equivalent to 

20ft, which 

looks about 

right when 

compared to 

everything else.

I then added the station name boards to the 

lampposts, using a couple of track rubbers to 

help hold them at the right height and level 

while the glue set. Fortunately, with the plastic 

kit glue it holds quickly, and I was able to 

move on at speed. 

16

19



55www.model-rail.co.uk

Model Railway Scenes produces a pack 

of bins suitable for mounting on walls 

and other structures. I painted four 

initially and fixed them to the side of 

benches, the lift and the stanchion for 

the multi dot matrix display.

These ticket machines (also from Model 

Railway Scenes) are going to be facing away 

from the camera once in position, so before 

glueing them I made sure I had painted 

everything I wanted to and crucially, ensured 

the backs were also painted. 

For interest I added anti-trespass grids at the 

end of each platform. Looking at prototype 

photographs it appears that there was one at 

each end with the rest of the platform end 

covered with fence, so that’s what I replicated 

with these from Scale Model Scenery.

Trackside Signs make a number of suitable 

railway signs and I bought these mainly for 

the platform signs which I’ll come on to in the 

next step. Included on the sheet are several 

information boards, including this one which 

I placed on the lift.

20

23
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Finally I used some spare fencing to go 

alongside the anti-trespass grids at the end of 

each platform. I gave it a light spray of grey 

paint first so that it wasn’t a pristine white 

finish, then cut it to length and attached it to 

finish the platform.

26

With those in position I added the ticket 

barriers. These are predominantly black and 

grey but with some highlighted areas, must 

noticeably the oyster card readers, further 

reinforcing the London location if the giant 

signs and underground logo weren’t enough!

To make the platform numbers I pressed the 

self-adhesive number onto some plastic card 

and then cut around it. Once one side was 

done I turned it over and, ensuring the 

numbers would be the right way up on both 

sides, added the second number. 

22

25

Conclusion
I really enjoyed making this platform. Of course 

WKHUH�LV�PRUH�,bFDQ�DGG�WR�LW�Ŋ�,bFDQ�NHHS�JRLQJ�

with more signs, more bins and, most 

importantly, people until the cows come home. 

,ōOO�GR�WKDW�RQFH�WKH�OD\RXW�LV�UHKRXVHG�LQ�LWV�ƓQDO�

location but I’m well on the way to getting the 

ƓQDO�ORRN�WKDW�,ōP�DIWHU�DQG�DQ\WKLQJ�DIWHU�WKLV�ZLOO�

just be repeating methods outlined in this article. 

For a lot of modellers, the station is the focal 

point of a layout and whether your station is 

smaller, equal to, or much larger than mine, the 

same techniques can be used for great results. 

We look forward to seeing your stations in our 

Show and Tell section soon!
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H
aving just spent six weeks 

completing a number of 4mm scale 

GWR wagon kits, all represented in 

a ‘recently restored’ state, I decided 

I needed a change. There is an intriguing line 

of wagons at the Great Western Society at 

Didcot, awaiting restoration, and most show 

the effects of peeling paint and rotting wood. 

How could I best represent those effects on a 

‘OO’ gauge wagon, I wondered?

Metal rusting and bubbling effects can be 

effectively represented using weathering 

powders and chalks, sprinkled by brush over 

wet paint to achieve a more granular effect. 

Wood does not rust or deteriorate in the same 

way, but it does peel and decay, so metal leaf 

has turned out to be ideal to represent those 

particular effects. I’d already used imitation 

gold leaf on other creative projects, so 

I decided to experiment with this material, 

using a couple of Parkside Dundas kits to 

test the process. 

A few words of guidance: it takes a lot of 

trial, error and patience to use this material 

effectively and, to begin with, it will seem 

impossible to get it right. It seems to want to 

stick to everything other than where you want 

it to go. It also breaks up and floats away in 

the air. Practice makes perfect though! 

Using tweezers does help when applying the 

leaf, and soft tissue is useful for gently bedding 

the leaf down onto the wagon surface. Don’t 

worry if the leaf breaks up as you handle it – this 

doesn’t detract from the overall effect and in 

some cases actually helps. Also, you’ll find that 

loose bits of leaf get everywhere, so it’s best to 

try and restrict yourself to working on a small 

area and keeping loose flakes confined to that. 

Clean your fingers at every opportunity and, 

most importantly, do NOT sneeze!

Steve Nall offers an innovative means of creating peeling 
SDLQW�DQG�URWWHQ�ZRRG�HIIHFWV�XVLQJ�ƓQH�PHWDO�OHDI�
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6 hrs per 
wagon

Also suitable 
IRU�Ō2ōbJDXJH

Steve has aimed to recreate the look of 

a weather-worn wagon sitting patiently at the 

end of a siding, awaiting restoration. The tex-

tured bodywork and layered approach to the 

weathering has created a convincing patina.

Thanks to the effects of weather and age, paintwork 

inevitably blisters and peels away from timber 

bodywork, as illustrated by these preserved wagons 

at the Great Western Society, Didcot, awaiting 

restoration. The distinctive texture is almost 

impossible to capture effectively with paint alone, 

so Steve decided to try the use of thin metal leaf. 

BOTH: STEVE NALL
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Imitation Gold Leaf Booklets 
(separate sheets, no backing 
paper), Ref. 7500/01 or 1002/814, 
10 sheets of orange gold leaf 
Availability: Gold Leaf Supplies 
Web: www.goldleafsupplies.co.uk

�X Imitation Copper Leaf, 
5HI�b�����bZLWK�ZD[HG�
EDFNLQJbSDSHU�Availability: 

.HQb%URPOH\�$UWb6XSSOLHV�
:HE�bwww.artsupplies.co.uk

�X Parkside kits: PC48 GWR ‘MINK’ G 
JRRGV�YDQ��3&���*:5�Ō%ORDWHUō�ƓVK�
van Availability: Peco stockists 
Web: www.peco-uk.com

What Steve used

I primed the wagons with Halfords Grey Primer 

before the livery colours were applied: GWR 

Freight Brown for the ‘Bloater’ and GWR Freight 

Grey for the ‘Mink’. When dry, I applied tiny 

blobs of PVA, working initially on a set of doors.

Using tweezers, I applied the foil and gently 

dabbed the pieces down with a piece of tissue. 

This was then left to dry for a few hours. The 

glue will determine the coverage – keep it clear 

of plank grooves or the leaf will obscure them. 

Keep the foil clear of hinges and support struts. 

I removed the loose bits using a brush, followed 

by a wooden cocktail stick, leaving some pieces 

slightly curled and free of the surface. This 

starts to give the effect of peeling paint.

Wagons like this, with their planked bodywork 

and doors separated by struts, have areas that 

can be treated one at a time. The same 

process was repeated on the other areas, 

taking care to not glue the foil to the struts.

1
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2

4

After removing as much of the foil as desired, 

I applied an initial layer of enamel paint by 

brush, diluting it slightly. This was left to dry 

before applying the decals, pressing the film 

carefully down into the plank seams.

Another thin wash of paint toned down the 

bright decals. When dry, I used an old scalpel 

blade to roughen up the deposits of metal leaf. 

The decals can also be distressed slightly – but 

take care to not damage them excessively. 

Again, using small blobs of PVA glue, I dabbed 

random planks and positioned the slivers of foil 

over them. This gives an overall impression of 

rotting and distressed wood, without the need 

to treat every plank.

The strips were bedded down with the edge of 

a cocktail stick. Once set, I peeled the backing 

paper away using tweezers. I cut the strip so 

that it overlapped the edges of the planks to 

give the tweezers something to get hold of.

5

2

6

3

STEP
BY

STEP

STEVE’S TOP TIPS
� Keep material out of the plank 

grooves where possible and away 
from struts (representing the wagon 

body’s metal supports) – it’s especially 
important to clean up these ends nearest 
the struts. It will look more realistic if you 
treat each plank separately.

��Ensure the effects are random overall, 
but prototypical – keep an eye on your 
reference images. Random dabs of PVA 
glue, applied with a small brush, are best.

��YouTube offers plenty of advice and 
examples regarding the art of gilding, 
and many of these techniques can be 
translated to modelling. Metal leaf isn’t 
only useful for wagon weathering – it can 
also be used on timber buildings and 
structures. Why not give it a try?

You can also buy metal leaf with a waxed paper 

backing, so you can cut the material to 

represent individual planks. This makes precise 

application much more straightforward, with 

less risk of clogging the plank seams. 

1

TOP 

TIPS

ATTEMPT 1 – using whole sections of leaf

ATTEMPT 2 – Separate strips of leaf

What is metal leaf?
Metal leaf, also called composition 
OHDIbRU�VFKODJPHWDO��FRPHV�LQ�
XOWUD�WKLQbVKHHWV��LQ�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�
FRORXUV��EXWbGRHV�QRW�FRQWDLQ�JROG�
(real gold leaf is much more expen-
sive!). Laying metal leaf over a surface 
LV�FDOOHG�ŌJLOGLQJō�RU�ŌOHDƓQJō�
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GWR decals were added, as before, with 

enamel paint washes applied before and 

after. A sharp pencil tip was used to 

emphasise the plank grooves, adding a 

slightly darker grey shading that contrasted 

with the livery colour. 

The ends were treated in the same way, 

adding individual strips of the foil to most of 

the planks, keeping the glue away from the 

various strengthening struts. After brushing 

away the loose metal leaf, the tools and 

abrasives added the extra texture.

With all of the loose material removed and the 

surface dusted down, the weathering could 

begin. I kept a close eye on the real wagon – 

I noticed that some door areas were distinctly 

different shades (they had weathered 

differently) so I represented this on the models.

The leaf takes paint well but it’s critical to get 

rid of any metallic sheen. Various enamel wash 

shades were built up and a coat of matt varnish 

toned everything down. It’s worth doing a 

thorough check from every angle in bright 

light, to make sure the shiny metal is covered. 

5

7

6

8

:KDW�,bOHDUQHG
2YHUDOO��,bSUHIHU�WKH�VHFRQG�DSSURDFK�RI�
XVLQJ�WKLQ�VWULSV�RI�ZD[HG�EDFNHG�PHWDO�
OHDI�SDSHU��,W�JDYH�PH�H[WUD�FRQWURO��DQG�
WKLV�KHOSV�FUHDWH�WKH�RYHUDOO�LPSUHVVLRQ�
RI�VHSDUDWH�SODQNV��VHHQ�IURP�D�VFDOHG�
YLHZLQJ�GLVWDQFH��%RWK�DSSURDFKHV�DUH�
XVHIXO��)XUWKHUPRUH��,bDOVR�WKLQN�WKLV�
WHFKQLTXH�ZRXOG�VFDOH�XS�UHDOO\�ZHOO�WR�
�PP�PRGHOOLQJ�SURMHFWV�

)LQDO�7RXFKHV
2QFH�WKH�SDLQWLQJ�DQG�
ZHDWKHULQJ�RI�WKH�ERG\�DQG�
FKDVVLV�ZHUH�FRPSOHWH��WKH�RII�ZKLWH�
URRIV�ZHUH�WKH�ODVW�DUHDV�WR�EH�WUHDWHG��
2QFH�WKH�EDVH�FRORXU�KDG�EHHQ�DSSOLHG��
DbVSULQNOLQJ�RI�JUH\�FKDON�GXVW�DQG�RWKHU�
ZHDWKHULQJ�SRZGHUV�IROORZHG��$bƓQDO�
PLVW�RI�PDWW�YDUQLVK��VSUD\HG�WKURXJK�DQ�
DLUEUXVK�RU�DHURVRO��FRYHUHG�WKH�ZKROH�
ZDJRQ��VHDOLQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�OD\HUV�LQ�
SODFH�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�D�XQLIRUP�VKHHQ�

A scalpel tip teased the leaf away from the 

struts and seams, while a cocktail stick and 

coarse sandpaper roughened up the surfaces, 

creating further texture. Remember to keep 

any strokes of the tool or sandpaper in line 

with the grain’s direction. 

4

Deposits of green scatter material on the 

footboards add an extra touch of realism.



HORNBY

R2917 2800 Class BR ............... £103.99

R3004 Serlby Hall ..................... £116.45

R3233 LNER D16  ..................... £100.95

R3235 British Railways D16 ....... £100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early .................... £116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late .................... £116.95

R3329 BR Late S15 .................. £123.99

R3327 SR S15 .......................... £123.99

R3333 BR Early Adams .............. £107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .............. £107.95

R3407 BR J50 ............................ £78.50

R3411 SR S15 .......................... £125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ................  £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3422  Adams SR ...................... £109.45

R3423 Adams BR...................... £109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 .................... £125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .................. £127.95

R3414  LNER J15 ........................ £99.45

R3586 BR Schools Class ............. £75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ........................ £76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary Gold 

Plate Edition  .................. £183.99

R3614 LMS Patriot  ................... £129.45

R3621 LNER J36 ...................... £125.75

R3622 BR J36 .......................... £125.75

R3631 BR H Class ..................... £116.95

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.07.21. 

You must state these prices when ordering
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:
• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 
• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 
• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 
• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE.
***Please allow 7 days for clearance 

when paying by cheque***
PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 

MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 
01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk
www.herefordmodels.com
SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

NEW RELEASES
R3833 LNER A2/3 Chamossaire 

.................................................. £171.00

R3832 LNER A2/3 Edward Thompson 

.................................................. £171.00

35-126 Class 20 Harry Needle 

.................................................. £152.95

R3632 BR Merchant Navy BR blue

..................................................... £161.99

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class ...... £152.95

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .......... £151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess ................. £184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ................... £184.00

R3727 LMS PUG ......................... £63.00

R3728 BR PUG ........................... £63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .......................... £98.99

R3767 BR Terrier......................... £80.75

R3781 K&ESR Terrier................... £80.75

R3782 SECR Terrier ..................... £80.75

R3830 Class A2/2 Cock o’ the North

..................................................... £170.99

R3857 LMS Coronation ............. £170.99

R3866 Sir Winston Churchil ....... £197.99

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies Galore set .......  £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .......... £178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .......... £124.45

R1230 GWR HST train set .......... £119.99

R2815 Southern Suburban Ltd ... £159.00

R2986 Date with the Duchy ....... £179.90

R3093 Tornado Train Pack ......... £116.99

R3299 1945 Going Home .......... £259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack ... £184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack ...... £263.99

R3671 K1 Freight pack .............. £128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .............. £104.45

R3268 Class 67 Arriva ............... £122.90

R3373  Class 71 BR Green w/panel

 ..................................... £134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ........... £134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green ......... £134.95 

R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .............. £113.90

R3262 Class 31 DCR ................ £142.45

R3473 Class 56 ........................ £135.99

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ................. £79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ............... £58.00

R3580 BR Class 87 ................... £139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ Intercity

 ..................................... £139.25

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul.......... £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ............... £144.00

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars............ £71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ............... £71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn ........ £71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ........... £153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania ....... £98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ................. £76.50

R3760 Class 59 GBRf.................. £67.99

R3884  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60100 ... £161.99

R3885  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062 ... £161.99

R3901  Cl 60 Colas .................... £161.99

R3886  Cl 66 DRS ........................ £66.95

R3911 GBRf Class 73.................  £65.65 

R3920   Cl 66 Malcolm ................. £66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ............. £66.95

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ........................ £1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins ................ £2.50

R600 Straight ............................. £1.15

R601 Double Straight .................. £1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius ................ £1.65

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ........ £2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .................. £1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ....... £1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ................... £1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad......... £2.25

R610 Short Straight ..................... £1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ............... £2.30

R618 Double Isolating Rail ........... £6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ................. £4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ............ £1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ........... £1.20

R8072 LH Point............................. £7.95

R8073 RH Point ............................ £7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8076 Y Point ............................... £8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8261 4th Radius Curve................ £1.85

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ....................... £15.10

R169 Junction Home Signal ....... £10.35

R170 Junction Distant Signal ..... £10.35

R171 Single Home Signal ............ £7.95

R172 Single Distant Signal ........... £7.95

R189 Single Brick Bridge ............. £7.95

R406 Colour Light Signal ........... £19.00

R574 Trackside Accessories ....... £12.95

R626 Point Underlay .................... £4.20

R636 Double Level Crossing ...... £20.15

R638 Track Underlay ................. £10.55

R645 Single Level Crossing ....... £12.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set ............... £12.65

R659 High Level Pier Set ............. £6.95

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform ................ £3.45

R462 Large Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R463 Small Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R464 Platform Ramp ................... £3.45

R510 Platform Shelter ............... £10.95

R8003 Water Tower ..................... £13.55

R8007 Booking Hall ..................... £24.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ....................... £8.45

R046 Two Way Switch ................. £8.45

R047 On/Off Switch .................... £8.45

R602 Power Connecting Clip ........ £1.65

R8014 Point Motor ........................ £6.75

R8015 Point Motor Housing ........... £3.99

Hornby TTS sound decoders ............. £33.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ... £94.99

32-002A BR Hall Black weathered . £140.20

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER ......... £110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ....................... £135.95

31-088 BR Black Earl ................. £118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ............ £118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered ........ £102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ................. £115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..................... £127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .............. £81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ............. £81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early............. £106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ..................... £93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .............. £101.95

31-481 Class G2A BR Early  ......  £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late .................... £110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR Black Weathered

 ....................................... £93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul ... £135.95

31-761 GNR Atlantic................... £169.95

31-932 DC BR Compound  ......... £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest £112.88

32-154A  N Class BR Black weathered

 ....................................... £99.10 

32-176 BR Crab ......................... £123.20

32-178A LMS Crab ...................... £123.20

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank ............. £101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ............... £101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank.................  £101.95

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

E84005  Class 58 Railfreight redstripe 

 ..................................... £157.20

E84006  Class 58 Railfreight Coal sector

 ..................................... £157.20

E84007 Class 58 Mainline........... £157.20

E84008  Class 58 EWS weathered £157.20

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight weathered   

 ..................................... £152.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ............ £152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter ......... £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ........... £127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley Green  ... £76.45

35-526   Cl 121 Blue/Grey ............ £131.70

35-527  Cl 121 Network Southeast

..................................................... £131.70

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel .............. £92.45

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean Goods ....... £88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods w.snowplough

 ................................... £94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent .......... £84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR .................... £84.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19......... £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William Penn 

 ..................................... £106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early .................... £122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late ..................... £122.45

LARGE RANGE  

OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 

MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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2
020 was the year of the truck in the 

Dent Workshop. With a little extra 

spare time and a massive stash of 

kits that had built up over the years, 

I decided to indulge one of my other hobbies 

for a change. While many were large scale 

kits, mostly 1:24, I did build and modify a few 

1:72 and 1:76 trucks for use on my various 

model railway projects. 

One of the most interesting, in terms of 

techniques, was this Volvo F12, which started 

out as a three-axle (6x4) tractor unit but was 

converted to produce a rigid drop-side/

flatbed vehicle for a fictional steel wire 

stockholding firm. I’m no expert on diecast 

road vehicle models, but I can’t recall seeing 

a rigid F12 in 1:76 scale (I think Corgi produced 

a tractor unit at some point), despite the 

importance of the prototype. Introduced in 

1977, the Volvo F10 and F12 series proved very 

popular in the UK and Europe, with examples 

in frontline use well into the 1990s. 

My model was created from a couple of 

plastic kits that are now in the Knightwing 

range, although I remember them initially from 

being packaged under the Kiel Kraft banner. 

Some readers may remember seeing these 

boxed kits for sale in newsagents in the early 

1980s, at pocket money prices. Various trucks 

and trailers were available, along with buses, 

trams and steam traction engines. Rather basic 

in some respects, they do offer a good deal of 

potential for detailing and conversion projects.

For the purists, it’s worth noting that, under 

the Kiel Kraft brand, the kits were marketed as 

1:72 scale. However, Knightwing now lists them 

as 1:76 scale, thus matching 4mm scale/‘OO’ 

layouts. Any discrepancy in scale is minor, but 

it’s worth bearing it in mind when positioning 

finished models on a layout, especially if sited 

close to other similar vehicles that may be 

closer to true scale.

Taking a break from trains and buildings, George Dent turns his attention to trucks, 
combining a pair of 1:76 scale plastic kits to create a rigid drop-side Volvo F12. 
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MODEL Knightwing H019 Volvo F12 Artic tractor unit; 
+���bŴDWEHG�WUDLOHU�NLW�X�Price e�����HDFK

OO
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY .QLJKWZLQJ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�VWRFNLVWV�RU�www.knightwing.co.uk

CUSTOMISE 
$b02'(/�758&.

HOW TO
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MATERIALS
�X Various Evergreen styrene strip and 
rod, 0.9mm nickel silver rod, 
28gauge nickel jewellery wire, 
wood veneer. Availability: 

Model/craft stores

�X Lorry detail kits Availability: 

7HQb&RPPDQGPHQWV�Web: www.
tencommandmentsmodels.co.uk

�X Licence plate and logo decals 
Availability: Fox Transfers 
:HE�bwww.fox-transfers.co.uk

�XWing mirrors, plates and other 
WUXFNbGHWDLOV��5HI��;����
$YDLODELOLW\�bLangley Models 
:HE�bwww.langleymodels.co.uk

TOOLS
�X Knife

�X Straightedge

�X Tweezers

�X Files and abrasives

�X Drill and bits

�X Setsquare

�X 5D]RU�VDZ

�X Brass wire brush

�X Sprue cutters

�XWire cutters

What George used

The Volvo F12 chassis (and other kits in 

this range) features a one-piece chassis 

frame, designed for easy assembly. A set of 

sprue cutting shears make quick work of 

cutting the parts free.

The tails of the sprue tags can be trimmed 

flush with a needle file, which can also be 

harnessed to remove any mould seams or 

areas of excess plastic (‘flash’). Follow with 

a sanding stick to leave a smooth surface.

To extend the chassis, I decided to cut the 

frames at the cab end, using the end of the 

solid section as a reference point. A fine 

razor saw made the cut, working gently to 

ensure a neat edge.

After tidying up the cut edges of the frames 

with a file and set square, two pieces of 

Evergreen 1.0mm by 3.2mm styrene strip were 

cut to length and bonded to the edges. This 

strip was the closest match that I could find. 

1

3

2

4

With the two frames extensions in position, 

small offcuts of thin styrene sheet (10thou’) 

were bonded on the inside of the frames to 

strengthen the bonds. A crossmember was 

also installed, using the same Evergreen strip.

The truck was temporarily wheeled-up and the 

cab shell clipped in position before the front 

and rear sections were married-up on a sheet 

of glass. After checking for correct alignment 

and straightness, the glue was applied.

5

6
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BY

STEP

Along with the Volvo F12 tractor unit, I also 

employed a flatbed trailer kit, which would 

provide the drop-side bodywork, load bed, 

wheel arches and rear fender. Some short 

offcuts of styrene strip and rod allowed the 

tractor unit’s chassis to be extended, while 

some etched brass details and decals from 

Fox Transfers added the final touches.

As for a realistic payload, this was 

created from nickel wire, painstakingly 

wound into bundles. I could only face 

creating a handful of these, so the main load 

is made up of long, rigid rods. Having 

installed a layer of wood veneer to the load 

bed, the finished effect is pretty convincing, 

even though it lacks any restraining straps 

– something I need to add in future!

The kits provided a cheap, interesting 

and fun conversion project, as well as 

offering a chance to finally build a couple 

of kits I’ve had stashed away for years. 

Furthermore, the Knightwing Volvo F12 

has provided a useful vehicle for posing on 

my 1980s-era layouts.

The combination of a Knightwing Volvo 

F12 and trailer kit provided an interesting 

conversion project.
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The delicate chassis was left to cure. Small 

reinforcing brackets were added to the frame 

joints from plastic angle. The floor from a 

Knightwing trailer kit was marked out and cut, 

again making sure that the edges were square.

Longitudinal strips of 1.0mm square styrene 

were fixed to the top edges of the frames, 

providing clearance for the load bed over the 

rear wheels. Once the bed was secured in 

place, the chassis became much stronger. 

The various chassis components, such as air 

and fuel tanks and battery box could now be 

installed. The trailer kit’s wheel arches were 

cut down in length and installed, checking for 

clearance against the wheels.

The sides were cut down in length to match the 

new load bed, with corner plates and 

stanchions formed from styrene angle (2.6mm) 

and strip (1.5mm) respectively. I scribed the 

plank detail a little deeper to add extra relief.

7

9

8

10

An extended driveshaft was created from 

2mm diameter styrene rod, while an under-run 

barrier was scratchbuilt from 1.0mm by 1.5mm 

styrene strip for the horizontal bars and 1.0mm 

square strip for the uprights.

While the cab and chassis were being painted, 

I set about detailing the interior. Ephemera 

came courtesy of detailing packs from Ten 

Commandments, which include newspapers, 

maps, posters and high-viz jackets.

11 12

See more

The same Ten Commandments packs 

provided warning panels for the rear fender. 

Licence plate and wagon owner decals are 

from Fox Transfers and were applied over a 

gloss finish.

To enhance the load bed, a sheet of wood 

veneer was backed with double-sided tape 

before being cut to fit. Plank detail was scribed 

with a knife and straightedge, before the 

surface was scrubbed with a brass wire brush.

13

14

The wire brush, run along the direction of the 

grain, produced a worn texture which was 

further improved with dilute enamel 

weathering washes. The double-sided tape 

provides a secure bond with no messy glue.

15

For more model truck projects – in all 
of the popular scales – look out for 
George’s latest book, Building and 
Painting Model Trucks, to be published 
later this year. It’ll be available from all 
good bookstores, or direct from 
Crowood Press. 
Web:bZZZ�FURZRRG�FRP
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The matchstick bolsters were weathered with 

a dark enamel wash before installing the 

loads to the truck with cyano glue. A hint of 

rust was added to the long rods by 

dry-brushing with acrylic paints.

The final touch was a set of etched brass 

side mirrors from a Langley Models 

detail pack. I sprayed them with black 

primer before cutting them from the fret. 

Then I glued them into holes in the cab.

19 20

The ends of the wire were then wrapped 

around the coils to keep it intact. This was a 

laborious process, so it helps to listen to 

music or watch some mindless trash on 

Youtube while you work!

17

The rest of the load would be steel rods, 

which were far easier to replicate. Lengths of 

0.9mm nickel silver rod were cut and bonded 

to some strips of wood (I sliced matchsticks in 

half lengthways), using cyanoacrylate glue. 

18

Wire bundles were formed by wrapping 

28gauge nickel jewellery wire around a 10mm 

diameter drill bit. It took about 20-30 turns to 

produce each coil, with the wire bunched up 

tightly before removing from the drill.

16

LOADING UP

The homemade wire loads 

and real wood veneer 

planking help bring the 

truck to life.
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Workbench ON TEST

O
ver the years, I’ve built a number 

of layouts and dioramas that have 

included overhead lines. In all 

instances, the catenary 

components have been formed from plastic 

and metal, but I was keen to try a new 

laser-cut modular system that would allow 

me to mix and match components to suit my 

specific requirements for both UK and 

European-outline layouts. Besides, there is a 

lack of UK-outline catenary ‘portal’ units, with 

the Peco and Dapol off-the-shelf systems 

currently limited to cantilever masts only 

(Peco’s portal units are still in development).

Therefore, I decided to try the catenary 

system created by Scale Model Scenery, 

which is rendered in laser-cut MDF and 

laserboard (a thin, resin-impregnated 

cardboard) which makes it relatively easy to 

work with. Once assembled, the system is 

stronger than you might expect. 

All of the different packs will provide ten 

pairs of masts or ten double-track portals. The 

extension packs then allow the building of 

wider spans, allowing up to 20 triple-track 

spans or ten four-track spans. It should be 

noted, however, that register arms, contact 

wires and tensioning wires and pulleys are 

not included with these kits, so modellers 

will have to source these themselves. 

There are a number of possible options for 

this, either scratchbuilding with brass wire or 

by modifying Dapol, Peco or other catenary 

components. However, this article will 

concentrate on the masts and booms, 

detailing how these kits can be assembled. 

Indeed, my main reason for building them 

was to assess their potential suitability for a 

layout that I’m currently constructing.

There are numerous catenary packs on the market, but Peter Marriott tries out an 
overhead line mast system using an alternative material and approach. 

WORKBENCH TEST 

2 hours per gantryPrice £16.49 for mast and headspan pack each, 
£14.29 for extension pack

OO
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY www.scalemodelscenery.com
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What’s in the packs?
MASTS
The Scale Model Scenery catenary 
system provides a choice of two 
different mast designs:
X Ladder (Pack A)
X Lattice (Pack B)
(DFK�PDVW�LV�FRQVWUXFWHG�IURP�MXVW�ƓYH�
components and takes only a few 
minutes to assemble. The masts have a 
sturdy MDF central mast with engraved 
laserboard overlays for the front and 
rear faces. The mast base also has some 
engraved bolt detail for added realism.

HEADSPANS
There is a choice of two headspan 
designs which can be mixed and 
matched as required:
X Lattice Girder/Gantry (Pack C)
X�Castellated Beam (Pack D)
All of the headspan/boom packs will 
reach over a standard ‘OO’ double track 
layout using Bachmann, Hornby and 
Peco Setrack spacing. The Lattice Girder 
Beam Headspan packs also include a 
useful wooden jig to aid construction.

HEADSPAN EXTENSION PACKS

To build catenary to span three or more 
tracks there is a pair of extension packs 
available in two different styles, 
designed to match the twin track portals:
X Lattice Girder (Pack E)
X Castellated Beam (Pack F)
When building the portals, it’s necessary 
to incorporate the relevant number of 
extensions into the centre of each span. 
For example, one extension will provide 
a three-track span and two extensions 
are required to assemble a four-track 
span. All extension packs come with 
internal or external bracing.

DIMENSIONS
X�Masts (Including Base): 
H: 106mm x :�b12mm x D: 10mm
X�Lattice Headspan (Main Girder sections): 
L: 76mm x W: 7mm x H: 18.5mm
X�Castellated Beam Headspan 
�0DLQb*LUGHU�VHFWLRQ�� 
L: 79mm x W:b�PPb[�H: 11mm
X�Lattice Headspan Extension: 
L: 67mm x W: 7mm x H: 18.5mm
X�Castellated Beam Headspan: 
L: 67mm x W: 8mm x H: 11mm

SHOPPING LIST
�X Aerosol of grey primer paint

�X Deluxe Materials Roket Card Glue 
or Noch Laser Card Glue or UHU 
Holz Leim laser-cut adhesive

TOOLS
�X Cutting board

�X Craft knife

�X Steel rule

�X Setsquare

What you will need

ASSEMBLY
In a nutshell, assembly consists of releasing 

the individual components from the backing 

sheet using the tip of a sharp blade. The parts 

are then folded and gently pushed into the 

supplied jig, where they’re glued together.

Once the glue has dried, the assembly can be 

released from the jig and the next piece 

assembled in the same manner. These 

sub-assemblies can then be brought together 

and bonded. After the glue has cured, a little 

tidying up follows before painting, which 

I achieved with an aerosol can of grey car 

primer (sprayed safely outdoors).

While I would usually hang registration arms 

and wires from a catenary system, this time 

I’ve skipped this step and added simple 

‘T’-shaped plastic hangers, so I could get an 

impression of how the masts would look within 

a scenic setting. Can I overlook the omission of 

the wires and arms? I’ll let you decide!

+2:�','�,b*(7�21"
The kits were fun and satisfying to build. I am 

still not quite convinced how the system 

compares with the other catenary systems 

such as Peco, Sommerfeldt and Viessmann 

because the Scale Model Scenery parts lack 

the extra components. That said, the kits 

offer decent value and do avoid the hard 

work of soldering brass kits or scratchbuild-

ing masts and horizontal booms, allowing the 

user to customize parts from other ranges in 

order to build the catenary elements to suit 

their own layout. And in that sense, these kits 

are certainly filling a gap in the market. 

Once assembled, the parts are rugged 

and more resilient than I’d expected, 

making them a possible option for a 

‘fully-wired’ overhead system. However, 

there would have to be minimal – or no – 

tension in the wires to avoid any risk of 

distortion in the masts and booms. 

Alternatively, the portals could be adorned 

with cosmetic registration arms to simulate 

the presence of wires, just as the Dapol 

catenary system does. I suspect that I’ll be 

choosing the latter option.

Portal lattice catenary brings an authentic look to 

a modern image layout and Scale Model Scenery’s 

laser-cut kits offer a simple solution.
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The Scale Model Scenery catenary elements 

are supplied in separate packs: masts, 

headspans and girder extensions. The parts are 

laser-cut from MDF and resin-coated card. 

Assembly is straightforward for all packs.

The lattice masts are made up from 

several parts: the basic mast framework, 

feet, plus detailing overlays for the feet 

and latticework. Each mast takes about 

15 minutes to assemble. 

Each piece is only tagged to the backing sheet 

at a few locations, so they can be freed 

quickly. Use the tip of the blade to cut through 

the tags. Work on a cutting board and use a 

steel straightedge as a guide to prevent the 

blade wandering off course.

After cutting the mast components from 

the fret, they can be assembled quickly. 

The lattice overlays are glued onto the main 

MDF mast, which is then slotted into the 

base (the mast on the left is complete). 

Set aside for the glue to dry.

1

4

2

5

The assembly jig was knocked together with 

a few gentle taps of a small hammer – the 

parts are a snug fit, so there was no need for 

glue. Useful, equidistant guide markings are 

provided on the upper cheeks of the jig.

One of the lattice catenary headspans after 

removal from the backing sheet. Study the 

component carefully and note the joining tags 

and slots on the outer faces, which provide 

extra strength to the joint. 

The folded component can then be placed into 

the jig. It’s a snug fit, holding the parts together 

effectively while the glue is applied and 

allowing the modeller to keep both hands free. 

I’m using UHU Holz Heim laser-cut adhesive. 

Fold the parts together so that the tabs and 

slots align and apply pressure for a few seconds 

until the adhesive begins to ‘grab’. Allow the 

glue to dry enough before gently removing the 

assembly and setting it aside to cure fully.

7

10

8

11

STEP
BY

STEP

The headspan lattice parts, still attached to 

the backing sheet. A sharp, fine scalpel blade 

is needed to cut the parts carefully away from 

the fret. Note the half-etched fold lines, which 

allow the parts to be shaped.

An MDF assembly jig is supplied to help with 

the assembly of the lattice headspans, 

ensuring that the parts are secured at the 

required 90º angle. It only takes a minute to 

assemble the jig, which is made up of three 

parts: a base and two cheeks.

3

6

Read the instructions and use the half-etched 

fold lines to form the lattice into a box section. 

Holding a steel rule against the inside face can 

help achieve a knife-edge fold, although I found 

that the parts folded easily enough.

Once the glue has cured, the masts and 

headspan sections can be brought together. 

Here, an extension section is to be added to 

the centre, with strengthening overlays, to 

bridge a four-track formation.

9

12

ON TEST
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The headspan is glued to the mast and the 

angle checked with a set square. Again, set the 

assembly aside to allow the glue to set. Working 

on multiple masts is recommended, as there is 

a lot of waiting around for the glue to dry!

The central extension section has now been 

added, with strengthening overlays installed. 

While the glue sets, the other headspan end 

can be fixed to the other mast. When both are 

dry, the whole unit can be brought together.

I bought an aerosol of grey primer car paint to 

spray the assembled catenary masts. I sprayed 

the paint outdoors, on a still day (while wearing 

a facemask), taking my time to ensure it 

reached into all the nooks and crannies. 

It took a few light coats to build up an even 

finish, where all the inner surfaces had been 

reached and to minimize the telltale texture of 

the MDF masts. Don’t rush this stage, or you’ll 

end up with excess paint causing trouble.

13

16

14

17

Here’s an assembled twin-track span. 

Provided that the glue bonds are made 

correctly and allowed to cure, the structure is 

remarkably strong. 

To create a basic, temporary illusion of wire 

hangers, I simply cut and joined scraps of 

plastic strip and rod to form an inverted ‘T’ 

shape. These were also sprayed with the grey 

primer before being fixed to the gantries.

15

18

VERDICT

PROS 
 Looks, sense of 

achievement, fairly robust.

CONS 
Strength might be an issue 

if adding wires under 

tension.

The kits are rendered in 

laser-cut MDF and card, 

but their clever design 

creates a rugged structure. 

No registration arms 

or wires are provided 

though, and these must be 

sourced elsewhere. 
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T
he husband of Model Rail’s 

long-standing editorial assistant 

Jane Skinner is an avid ‘N’ gauge 

modeller, and he recently brought 

a new range of 2mm scale buildings from 

Village Scenecraft to my attention. 

Rendered via 3D-printing, the range is 

fairly modest at the moment, but already 

features a useful variety of cottages, houses, 

pubs and a chapel. 

With an eye on assessing these new 

buildings, I chose the Chapel – which could 

also represent a school hall – and the Manor 

House. Both looked attractive, even in their 

plain white state, and I was excited to see how 

they would appear after a coat of paint. 

Formed from White PLA (Polylactic Acid – a 

bio-based thermoplastic resin), the material is 

rugged, takes paint very well and allows a 

decent amount of detail to be replicated. 

As with most 3D-printed products, though, 

there is some pronounced ridging on the 

surfaces, created by the layering of the resin 

during the printing process. However, that’s 

not such a big deal with items such as these, 

as the surfaces can be ameliorated fairly 

easily. In fact, the horizontal ridges can be 

harnessed to suggest brick or tile courses.

In this instance, I opted to portray the 

buildings with a rendered finish to the walls 

and this was achieved with generous layers of 

filler/primer. A really useful product to have in 

the workshop is a jar of Mr Hobby’s Mr 

Surfacer 500, as it’s a high-performance 

lacquer-based primer that can be applied by 

hand or thinned for airbrushing. It dries in 

minutes, so brushwork has to be quick, but 

I find it great for creating textured effects on 

all manner of subjects. 

Mr Surfacer has a self-levelling nature and, 

although it’s quite viscous, it can be spread 

easily with a brush, especially over smaller 

objects, without leaving unsightly brush 

marks. Thinning with a drop of cellulose 

thinners will make it easier to brush evenly, 

but caution is necessary to avoid damaging 

the material with excess solvent. Alternatively, 

stippling the Mr Surfacer with an old flat 

brush, just as it turns tacky, will produce a 

rough, random texture like pebbledash.

In this instance, however, my aim was for a 

smoother render coating for the walls, which 

George Dent�WULDOV�D�QHZ�UDQJH�RI�Ō1ōbJDXJH�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�VKDUHV�VRPH�VLPSOH�
WLSV�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�D�UHDOLVWLF�ƓQLVK�

3D-PRINTED 
BUILDINGS

HOW TO 

4 hrs 
per building

MODELS Manor House  
(Price £5.50), Chapel (Price £4.50) 

N
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY 

www.villagescenecraft.co.uk
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These 3D-printed structures offer a quick 

means of adding characterful buildings to 

your ‘N’ gauge layout.



69

SHOPPING LIST
�X Mr Surfacer 500 (40ml jar and 
aerosol) Availability: Your local 
model shop or Wonderland Models 
Web: www.wonderlandmodels.com

TOOLS
�X Knife

�X Tweezers

�X Sanding sticks

�X Round-nose pliers

�X Metal snips

�X Paintbrushes

What you will need

would suit the smaller scale and the slightly 

grand nature of the Manor House in 

particular (I don’t think the upper-middle 

classes do pebbledash!). Taking care not to 

obscure the window ledges, lintels and front 

door, it took three hand-brushed coats of Mr 

Surfacer, plus a couple of coats of the 

aerosol-based version of the same primer, 

with each layer being abraded slightly, before 

I was happy with the finish.

Atop the walls, the Manor House roof was 

painted and dry-brushed to suggest rows of 

clay tiles, with the slight ridging of the surface 

helping to create some tonal shifts and 

definition. The effect was quick to achieve and 

offers a subtle and convincing result. The 

Chapel’s roof, meanwhile, features larger tile 

detail printed into the surface, thus making 

the job easier. There’s still a discernible 

texture from the printing process but, again, 

it’s not obtrusive.

There was very little else to do, other than 

add some downpipes to the gutters and a soil 

pipe for a bathroom on the Manor House. 

Indeed, the house comes supplied with a 

separate bag of window frames, which are a 

push-fit into the interior and some clear 

styrene was fixed behind. 

The finished buildings look great, especially 

when placed into a scenic setting. The modest 

price and minimal work required to get them 

ready for planting are definite points in their 

favour. There’s plenty of scope for customisa-

tion, such as cladding in embossed brick or 

stone sheets, or adding other details (the 

chapel could really do with a bell!). They 

certainly provided an enjoyable project for 

me to work on during my tea breaks!

As supplied, these 3D-printed structures 

come ready-formed as single renderings. It’s 

a good idea to clean the models with 

detergent and an old toothbrush to remove 

any traces of resin and loose debris.

To give the walls a smoother finish, I brushed 

on a coat of Mr Surfacer 500. This primer dries 

rapidly and is self-levelling to a degree, so 

don’t worry about leaving brush strokes. Clean 

the brush with cellulose thinners.

1 2

STEP
BY

STEP

Next step was to spray the whole building 

with an aerosol version of Mr Surfacer 500. 

This isn’t essential – the brushed primer can 

be employed again instead, but I was 

worried about obscuring the roof tile detail.

4

After the first coat had dried, the printed ridges 

were still visible, so I applied a further two coats 

of the Mr Surfacer. As it dries, it’s possible to 

stipple the surface to create a texture that 

mimics cement render, or even pebbledash.

3

With a decent amount of filler now on the 

surfaces, I flattened them slightly with 

sanding sticks, keeping to a medium grade. 

There’s no need to get the walls too smooth 

as we want some texture to remain. 

5

After cleaning away any debris, I fashioned 

some gutter and soil downpipes from scraps 

of 0.7mm brass wire, fixed in place with 

cyano glue. The wire needed bending slightly 

to clear the ridge at the base of the walls.

6

Painting began with the walls, building up a 

creamy stone shade of acrylic paint. It took 

a few coats to achieve an opaque finish over 

the dull grey primer. The roof then received 

a basic red-brown undercoat.

7
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For a more cohesive, realistic appearance, 

I weathered the pristine walls with a mix of 

brown and dark green acrylics, diluted with 

acrylic thinner on a palette, and brushed 

liberally over one elevation at a time. 

The chapel roof began with a much darker 

brown shade as an undercoat. When that was 

fully dry, various lighter red-brown shades 

were dry-brushed on top, which served to 

highlight the tiles effectively.

Before the diluted paint could dry, I swabbed 

most of it away in vertical strokes, using cotton 

buds. This left traces of the pigment within the 

surface texture we created earlier with the 

primer coats.

Although there is no ridge tile relief on the 

manor house, I used a contrasting shade to 

represent them. I used the edge of a flat brush 

to paint them, and this minor touch gave the 

roof a much more realistic appearance.

With the walls and roofs complete, it was time to touch in details such as the windowsills and 

lintels, stone doorsteps, window frames, chimney pots and drainpipes. At this point, the 

buildings started to come to life.

13
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14

11

The manor house roof was treated in a similar 

way, with successive dry-brushed layers built 

up using a variety of similar red-brown acrylic 

paints. Most of the paint was wiped onto a 

tissue first, before working onto the roof.

The doors were also touched in carefully with 

a fine brush. I’d meant to add some small 

blobs of brass-coloured paint for a doorknob, 

knocker and letterbox, but completely forgot! 

Will have to add those little touches in future.

9

12
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Strips of clear styrene sheet were fixed to the 

inside of the window. However, this wasn’t 

possible for the house’s dormer windows, so 

the apertures were filled with Glue n Glaze 

liquid glazing, which dries clear.

As a final touch, I wanted some greenery 

adding around the front door, so I brushed 

some Tacky Glue onto the surface with an old 

brush. As the name suggests, this glue turns 

tacky quickly, offering an instant ‘grab’.

16 17

After treating each wall in turn, the model was 

allowed to dry before installing the manor 

house windows. A small blob of PVA is enough 

to secure the frames in position. The frames 

could be painted before installation if desired.

Woodland Scenics poly fibre was then teased 

into small pieces and fixed to the tacky surface. 

More Tacky glue was brushed onto the fibre 

and flock sprinkled on to represent flowers. 

Excess fibres were trimmed with scissors.

15

18

Exclusive reader offer
Village Scenecraft is offering 
0RGHOb5DLO readers a 12% discount on 
all of its models when ordered direct 
via the website, simply by quoting the 
code ModelRail10. 
Web: www.villagescenecraft.co.uk

With careful priming 

and painting, the Village 

Scenecraft buildings make 

convincing models.
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Calm before a  
Attracted by the ambience of a sleepy English town, Mike Carter set 

aside his interest in US railroads to create this exhibition-standard layout. 
Words: Chris Gadsby Photography: Chris Nevard



‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT CHEFFLEY

storm

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

Despite having to build to a tight schedule, Mike has been able to create a high-quality layout. His experience has no doubt contributed to this, but the level of detail just gets better every time you look at the SKRWRJUDSKV��DQG�Ō&KHIŴH\ō�LV�D�great example of something to which new modellers 
can aspire. 

“

”
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2

n a sleepy town in southern England, the 

residents of Cheffley are waking up to 

another day in August 1939. The threat of 

war is growing ever stronger, but for the 

moment at least, everything remains normal. On the 

road running parallel to the railway a cyclist is 

commuting to work, and at the nearby farm the 

chickens are making light work of their morning 

feed. The first train of the day to London Waterloo is 

ready to depart, taking with it those commuters who 

have secured a job in the city.

It sounds idyllic, and for new British modeller 

Mike Carter it was the range of buildings available from 

Petite Properties that lured him away from the railroads 

of the US to model this southern English town. 

I
“Recently, before I moved house, I was a member 

of the High Wycombe and District Model Railway 

Society and was part of its American modelling 

section. After a trip across the pond 30 years ago, 

which included a ride on a narrow gauge railway, 

I was hooked on railways and modelling them. That 

visit ended with me bringing almost a whole suitcase 

full of models and kits back! Generally I’ve found the 

Craftsman kits available for railroad modelling to be 

far superior to British kits. They would be very 

expensive, some upwards of a couple of hundred 

dollars, but the level of detail in them was superb 

and a kit could easily take you a couple of months to 

complete. I then became aware of Petite Properties 

and bought quite a few of its kits, with the intention 
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If you look carefully at the backscene you will see 

D�VPDOO�6SLWƓUH��7KLV�LV�D�WULEXWH�WR�0LNHōV�GDG��ZKR�

ZDV�D�6SLWƓUH�SLORW�

7KH�WKDWFKHG�URRI�LV�'$6�FOD\�RQ�DQ�0')�EDVH��

ZKLFK�ZDV�FRYHUHG�LQ�39$�JOXH�DQG�ƓQLVKHG�ZLWK�

:RRGODQG�6FHQLFV�VFDWWHU�PDWHULDO��

7KH�IROO\�LV�LQVSLUHG�E\�D�VLPLODU�VWUXFWXUH�RQ�&KULV�

/HLJKōV�Ō3ROZ\GGHODQō�DQG�0LNH�WKRXJKW�KH�ZRXOG�

XVH�WKH�VDPH�WHFKQLTXHV�RQ�Ō&KHIŴH\ō��
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things we like3
3

“I’ve 
found the 

Craftsman kits 
available for railroad 

modelling to be far 
superior to British kits”
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of making a foray into British modelling. In fact, my 

wife Jenny told me that because I had made so many 

I had better get a baseboard erected in the living 

room to put them all on!”

With less than a year until ‘Cheffley’ was 

scheduled to appear at the club’s show the following 

November, Mike set to work finalising his plan and 

constructing his 11ft by 2ft baseboard, the largest 

that would fit in his wife’s estate car.

“I knew that ‘Cheffley’ was going to be an 

exhibition layout and I didn’t want to concern 

myself with hiring a van for each event. The boards 

are as big as they could be but there are a number 

of advantages with smaller layouts, the most 

obvious one being that with a smaller area 

there’s less to build. Handy when you are up 

against a tight deadline. 

“Rather than trying to scratchbuild everything in 

4

6

5
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that time, I adopted a policy of enhancing the kits 

instead. The kits from Petite Properties are a perfect 

example of this. Once I’d made the shell of each 

building I skimmed a thin layer of plaster filler over 

the whole thing and scribed the stonework into it 

while it was drying. It was a similar story with the 

Scalescenes kits, where I would use those kits to give 

me the base but then replace the outside with 

Redutex textured sheets, just so that the exteriors of 

the buildings don’t look so flat.”

On the left-hand side of ‘Cheffley’, in front of the 

fiddleyard, Mike has included a canal, an idyllic 

feature in the landscape, harking back to the days 

when the waterways were the main source of 

transportation. Once again, he has improved on a 

Scalescenes kit by using Redutex sheets to add 

surface relief to the canalside infrastructure. 

He also took steps to avoid the risk of errant 

7



 
8



www.model-rail.co.uk
79

fingerprints being left in the water effects. 

“No matter how many signs are on the front of your 

layout saying ‘please do not touch’, there is always 

someone who can’t help themself, and it leaves a 

horrible mark. To counter this I’ve used Mod Podge 

for the water, stippled on top of a mixture of black, 

blue and green paint to give the suitable murky and 

algae-covered canal water. Mod Podge dries 

completely clear and, more importantly, doesn’t leave 

a mark, so if somebody does stick their finger in the 

water there aren’t any consequences for me.”

Mike has had to think about exhibitions throughout 

the whole build, including how people view the model.

“The layout sits upon 4ft high legs, which makes it 

a fair bit taller than the majority of layouts on the 

exhibition circuit, but that means viewers, 

particularly children, are looking at the railway 

through the buildings at the front rather than from 

9

10

11 12
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Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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,I�,ōP�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�RQH�RI�P\�OD\RXWV�,bHQMR\�

going to the gym (when it’s open) and walking. 

I’m really looking forward to everything being 

RSHQ�DJDLQ�VR�WKDW�,bFDQ�VWDUW�YROXQWHHULQJ�RQ�WKH�

West Somerset Railway.

Gauge and Scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Track: C&L Finescale and Code 75 points

Size: 11ft by 2ft

Time to build: ��bPRQWKV

Power and Control: Digitrax DCC

FACTFILE: ‘CHEFFLEY’

MODELLER CV: 
0,.(b&$57(5

18

316

15

4

a top-down view from the sky. It’s great to see 

children searching for the trains and then have the 

wide-eyed expression of joy when they catch a 

glimpse of it on its way out of the fiddleyard.”

To further improve on the realism, Mike has also 

employed Kadee couplings with hidden magnets 

between the rails so that he can couple and uncouple 

without using the ‘hand of God’. Discrete dots of 

white paint visible from the operating side tell him 

where they are located, and the skill of precise 

driving to get the couplers in exactly the right spot 

means the illusion of the scene is not spoilt. Two of 

Mike’s favourite models, the 2-BIL and 2-HAL which 

he used to see every day growing up near Reading, 

also have sparking features fitted to the underside 

which gives viewers another detail to spot, alongside 

listening to the sound.

“I chose to model 1939 because it would allow me 

to have a mixture of steam and units at ‘Cheffley’ 

and have a slightly wider range of models, not only 

for my interest but also for the interest of viewers. 

The station is still painted in the colours of the 

14

12

11

8
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LSWR, as funding issues for the Southern Railway 

mean that it has not yet been able to afford to apply 

the new colour scheme. With all of the country’s 

efforts soon going to the war, I doubt the funding 

will be found any time soon.

“The suspension of exhibitions has allowed me to 

make a start on my next layout, based on Tetbury. 

A house move has also given me a spare room with 

space for a room filler, although boxing everything 

up meant my wife Jenny saw how many models 

I had; I’m now on a strict embargo! Joking aside, 

I have to give her a lot of thanks for being so 

understanding and for operating the layout at shows, 

giving me the opportunity to go and look at the rest 

of the exhibits. I’m looking forward to taking 

‘Cheffley’ on the road again, which will hopefully be 

at the Farnham Club Exhibition in Aldershot on 

October 9/10.” 

15

16

18

17
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Isle of Wight

he debate about what constitutes a 
micro layout will always be with us, 
and that’s great in this developing part 
of our hobby. That said, I’m a little torn 

between 4ft by 2ft as a maximum size for a 
completely self-contained layout, against the same 
size but with some sort of non-scenic section at one 
or both ends taking it, proportionally, way beyond 
the 4ft length. In the absence of being able to place 
myself in one camp or the other, this brings me 
nicely to the latter for this month’s micro.

Save for the preserved Isle of Wight Steam Railway, 

Ticket to

RYDE
Paul A. Lunn’s latest micro layout plan has an Isle of Wight theme.

All artwork and photographs by Paul A. Lunn unless otherwise stated.

T
Ryde St John’s Road is the only place with any 
semblance of an interesting track plan; station throat, 
passing loop, three platform faces and a number of 
sidings serving the Island Traincare Depot. It’s a perfect 
minimum-space prototype that lends itself to the micro 
concept, though not without some difficulties. 

I always commence every layout design with an 
assessment of content and compromises. It helps me 
focus on how I want a layout to look, make sure 
there’s sufficient operational interest and identify 
issues that will need resolving, before too much work 
has been undertaken. 

Masterplan Isle of Wight
Track plans to get you thinking in three dimensions
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This is a compressed version of Ryde St John’s Road Station, ,VOH�RI�:LJKW��ƓWWHG�RQWR�D��IW�E\��IW�EDVHERDUG��7KH�PRVW�QRWLFHDEOH�YDULDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�SURWRW\SH�DUH��UHGXFHG�OHQJWK�VWDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ��UHFWDQJXODU�GHSRW��DQG�UHSRVLWLRQHG�IRRWEULGJH��QHDUHU�WKH�VWDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ��3URWRW\SLFDO�WUHHV��DW�WKH�IDU�HQG��FRXOG�HLWKHU�EH�RQ�D��'�EDFNVFHQH�RU�DGGHG�LQ��'�WR�WKH�QRQ�VFHQLF�EDVHERDUG�LI�\RX�VR�ZLVK��WKRXJK�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�,ōG�UHFRPPHQG�YLHZLQJ�DW�RU�QHDU�H\H�OHYHO��

Initial Assessment
:LWK�DQ\�WKURXJK�VWDWLRQ��ZHōUH�JRLQJ�WR�

QHHG�QRQ�VFHQLF�WUDFN�DW�ERWK�HQGV��
$bPL[�RI�VKRUW�FDVVHWWHV�DQG�D�
VHFWRUbSODWH��ZKLFK�DOVR�GRXEOHV�DV�

a cassette for transferring to and 
IURP�WKH�PDLQ�OLQH��(DFK�VKRXOG�EH�FDSDEOH�RI�
KROGLQJbD�WZR�FDU�������/RQGRQ�8QGHUJURXQG�
VHW��%DFKPDQQ�()(��DQG�VOLJKWO\�ORQJHU�IRU�
VWHDP�RSHUDWLRQ��

)URP�WKH�SODWIRUP�VLGH��WKHUHōV�D�XVHIXO�YLHZ�EORFNLQJ�
EULGJH��OHIW�KDQG�HQG�DQG�D�FRUUXJDWHG�ZRUNVKRS��
SURYLGLQJ�DQ�LGHDO��'�EDFNVFHQH�IRU�PXFK�RI�WKH�OD\RXW��
7KHbULJKW�KDQG�HQG��ZLWK�RSHQ�VLWXDWLRQ��LV�PRUH�FRPSOH[��
DQG�ZHōOO�QHHG�WR�JURXS�WKH�IRRWEULGJH��WUDQVIRUPHU�KXW�

�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�VLJQDO�ER[��DQG�VLJQDO�ER[�LQWR�D�YLHZ�EORFNLQJ�
JURXS��0\�JXW�LQVWLQFW�LV�WKDW�LW�PLJKW�QRW�EH�HQRXJK�DQG�,bPD\�
QHHG�WR�ƓFWLRQDOO\�DGG�VRPH�RWKHU�GHYLFH�QHDU�WKH�SODWIRUP�
UDPS�HQG�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WUHDWPHQW�ZLWK�VFHQLF�EDIŴHV��RQWR�
ZKDW�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�EH�WKH�QRQ�VFHQLF�VHFWLRQ��

7KLV�FRXOG�EH�D�RQH�VLGHG�EDVHERDUG�RQO\�VFKHPH��DQG�VRPH�
UHDGHUV�PD\�SUHIHU�WKDW�RSWLRQ��EXW�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�RSHUDWLRQ�DQG�
VFHQLF�HQMR\PHQW�,bSODQ�WR�PDNH�WKH�GHVLJQ�YLHZDEOH�IURP�ERWK�
VLGHV��:K\�GR�WKLV"�:HOO��WKH�7UDLQFDUH�EXLOGLQJV�JURXS�LV�DEVROXWHO\�
IDEXORXV��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUHōV�QR�YLVLEOH�WUDFN�KHUH�VR�WKLV�LV�P\�ƓUVW�
SODFH�WR�ŌEHQGō�WKH�WUXWKř�RQO\�D�OLWWOH��+DYH�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�WUDFN�SODQV�
DQG�\RXōOO�VHH�ZKDW�,bPHDQ�

6FHQLFDOO\��WKHUHōV�RQH�ODVW�LVVXH�DQG�WKDWōV�VWDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�OHQJWK��
,WōV�RYHUO\�ORQJ�DQG�ZLOO�QHHG�UHGXFWLRQ��WR�RSHQ�XS�WKH�IURQWDO�YLHZ�

,�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�OD\RXW�ZLOO�PDNH�XVH�RI�3HFR�6WUHDPOLQH��ZLWK�
QDUURZHU�UDLO�FHQWUHV�WKDQ�6HWUDFN��LW�ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�FUDP�PRUH�RQWR�
WKH��IWbZLGH�EDVHERDUG�

TRACK PLANS 7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�NH\�WLPH�SHULRGV��7KH�ƓUVW�WZR�DUH�IDFWXDO�DQG�WKH�ODVW�LV�
ƓFWLWLRXV�Ŋ�DW�OHDVW�IRU�WKH�WLPH�EHLQJ��

Recent practice – offering three different 

periods of electric traction.

Preservation era (semi fictional) – the steam 

railway having shared access into Ryde 

St John’s Road Station. 

Steam era – so it’ll need lower track 

and suitable features for the 

lineside buildings. 

1 2 3
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Masterplan Isle of Wight

BACK-DATED STEAM
Structures dating from modernisation in 1938, to 
the rear of the station, were largely for carriage 
and wagon maintenance, though some steam 
locomotives were maintained there too, and you 
FDQ�VHH�IURP�WKH�SODQ�WKDW�,bKDYH�VXJJHVWHG�D�
pair of through lines, at the left-hand end of the 
building, into the non-scenic area. 

In this way, full wagons can be emptied or 
ƓOOHG��ZKLOH�D�FRDFK�FRXOG�FRPH�LQ�IRU�UHSDLUV�DQG�
repainting. Sector plates would be as described 
below, though the suggested minimum would be 
longer, to accommodate two 57ft Southern 
FRDFKHV�DQG�D�&ODVVb2��ORFRPRWLYH�RU�HTXLYD-
lent. Note how the original footbridge was 
adjacent to the B3330 road overbridge.

Class 02, No. 30 Shorwell, built 1892, 

sent to Isle of Wight in 1926 and with-

drawn 1965. With such graceful lines it 

is undoubtedly my all-time favourite 

tank engine. RICHARD INWOOD – 

PAUL A. LUNN PHOTO COLLECTION.

Ryde has three stations: Pier Head, Esplanade and St John’s Road. Services were much 

more intensive during steam operation, as this image at Pier Head shows. The left-hand 

inbound train will have passed through Ryde St John’s Road and the two left-hand trains 

will pass there on the outbound journey. Class 02, No. 14 Fishbourne, built 1889, was 

sent to the Isle of Wight in 1936 and withdrawn in 1967. RICHARD INWOOD – PAUL A. 

LUNN PHOTO COLLECTION
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O Each square represents 1ft.

RECENT PRACTICE
The track plan, based on my site survey in 2019, 
DOORZV�IRU�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�&ODVVb����������WZR�FDU�
%DFKPDQQ�()(�H[�/RQGRQ�8QGHUJURXQG�VWRFN��
7KHbLVODQG�SODWIRUP�DZQLQJ�ZDV�UHGXFHG�LQ�OHQJWK��
LQb������WKH�ZRUNV�UHIXUELVKHG�LQ������DQG�
5\GHb6Wb-RKQōV�5RDG�VLJQDO�ER[�EHFDPH�WKH�
FHQWUHbRIbRSHUDWLRQV��IROORZLQJ�FORVXUH�RI�6DQGRZQ�
VLJQDO�ER[��DOVR�LQ������

$�\DUG�VHFWRU�SODWH��ULJKW�KDQG�HQG��SURYLGHV�D�
headshunt for the works but also doubles up as a 
cassette for the main line. The opposite end of the 
layout is serviced by cassettes only. For this time 
period, sector plates and cassettes would need to 
DFFRPPRGDWH�DW�OHDVW�D�WZR�FDU�XQLW� 

Above: The rear works yard 

is an Aladdin’s Cave of roof 

shapes and sizes, and there’s 

enough room on the layout 

plan for partial replication.

Left: Added interest could 

come from a Class 05 D2554, 

with wagons, including ex-SR 

brake van DS 55710 seen here. 

Eventually, the ‘05’ gave way 

to two Class 03s, followed by 

the periodic loan of equipment 

from the IoW SR together with 

some road-rail equipment 

based out of Sandown.

Above: On my most recent visit much of the 1938 stock was looking to be in pretty sorry 

condition, particularly at roof level. In terms of the main arrangement, the platform line is 

just a stub, ending some short way beyond the distant bridge. Note how the nearest track into 

the main workshop was raised (in 1988) to give better access to the traction motors of the 

former Underground stock. 

Above: The ‘Recent Practice’ layout could be backdated to 

between 1967-1990 and stocked using Radley Models Class 485 

and 486 kits. Clearly, modelling around 1990 would enable 

overlap with 1938 stock. The accompanying photograph, from 

June 1984, shows S30 up on blocks, which increases height and 

makes for better view-blocking, hence I’ve used the idea on two 

plans, indicated near the right-hand end as a narrow rectangle.  
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Masterplan Isle of Wight

FICTIONAL FUTURE
The root of some of this track plan came out of 
DbGLVFXVVLRQ�,bKDG�ZLWK�D�VHQLRU�YROXQWHHU�DW�WKH�
,VOHbRIb:LJKW�6WHDP�5DLOZD\��+DYLQJ�VWRRG�DW�
WKHbHQG�RI�6PDOOEURRN�6WDWLRQ��LQ�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�
WRbERWK�OLQHV��,bDVNHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��ŏ+RZ�ORQJ�
EHIRUHb\RXōUH�UXQQLQJ�WUDLQV�LQWR�5\GH"Ő�
7KHbUHVSRQVH�ZDV�D�SRVLWLYH�RQH�DQG�FRXOG�
FHUWDLQO\�EHbRQ�WKH�FDUGV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��
7KHUH�DUH�FOHDUO\�LVVXHV�WR�RYHUFRPH��GLIIHUHQFH�

LQ�KHLJKW�RI�WUDFNV�DW�6PDOOEURRN�-XQFWLRQ�DQG��
SHUKDSV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�RI�DOO��D�VKDUHG�DUUDQJH-
PHQW�DW�5\GH�6W�-RKQōV�5RDG��,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�ODWWHU��LW�
ZRXOG�PDNH�VHQVH�WR�PH�IRU�WKH�,VOH�RI�:LJKW�6WHDP�
5DLOZD\�WR�KDYH�3ODWIRUPb��FRPSOHWHO\��DQG�
3ODWIRUPb��WUDFN�RQO\�IRU�UXQQLQJ�URXQG��ZLWK�

Currently, both platforms are 

used by Island Line trains, but 

in my futuristic version, the 

left-hand platform and both 

tracks would be taken over 

by the Isle of Wight Steam 

Railway. The main building 

has many original features 

with potential for refurbish-

ing. Sadly, the same can’t be 

said for the footbridge. 

3ODWIRUPb��JLYHQ�RYHU�WR�WKH�,VODQG�/LQH��WKRXJK�WKH�
ORRS�ZRXOG�QHHG�UHLQVWDWLQJ�DW�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�HQG��
7KLV�ZRXOG�HQDEOH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WZR�

LQGHSHQGHQW�PDLQ�OLQHV��XVLQJ�H[LVWLQJ�GRXEOH�
WUDFN��IURP�6PDOOEURRN�-XQFWLRQ��ZLWK�D�OLQN�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�DW�5\GH��IRU�RSHUDWLRQDO�XVH��,bZDV�
WROG�WKH�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�ZDV�WKDW�,VODQG�/LQH�
SDVVHQJHUV�ZRXOG�WKHQ�KDYH�WR�FURVV�D�IRRWEULGJH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�DFFHVV�3ODWIRUPb���DQG�WKLV�ZDV�
XQDFFHSWDEOH�IRU�VHYHUDO�UHDVRQV��QRW�OHDVW�RI�ZKLFK�
ZDV�ZKHHOFKDLU�DFFHVV��,Q�P\�ƓFWLWLRXV�VROXWLRQ��
,bGHFLGHG�WR�DGDSW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWLRQ�DV�D�WHUPLQXV��
ZKLFK�UHVROYHV�WKH�3ODWIRUPb��LVVXH��EXW�ZRXOG�OLPLW�
WUDLQ�OHQJWK��7KLVbZRXOG�EH�ƓQH�IRU�WKH�PLFUR�OD\RXW��
EXW�PD\EH�QRW�VR�JRRG�IRU�WKH�UHDO�UDLOZD\�
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X It’s possible to contain the scenic section of 
each layout design within the universally 
accepted 2ft micro layout width, though with 
some limitations to scenic appearance; 
particularly station building and Island Train-
care yard. Therefore, I’ve allowed the designs to 
spread slightly beyond 2ft, showing what can 
be achieved if space is available and it doesn’t 
FRQŴLFW�ZLWK�\RXU�PLFUR�ŌHWKLFVō�

X�Each square represents 1ft on plan.

X�Blue line on plan indicates end of backscene 
RU�VFHQLF�EDIŴH�

X�Finally, the concept of the Isle of Wight 
6WHDPb5DLOZD\�UXQQLQJ�WUDLQV�LQWR�5\GH�LV��WR�
GDWH��SXUHO\�D�ƓJPHQW�RI�P\�LPDJLQDWLRQ��DQG�RI�
PDQ\�RWKHUV��DQG�ZKLOH�,bKRSH�LW�FRPHV�WR�
IUXLWLRQ�WKHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�EULGJHV�WR�FURVV�ƓUVW��
Meanwhile, it’s undoubtedly a superb railway, 
run to a very high standard and a warm 
welcome awaits anyone who visits.

Notes to all plans

Gallery

Above: The preserved line at Smallbrook Junction, left, is con-

siderably higher than the Island Line, right, and would certainly 

need a gentle grade down to the left-hand main line into Ryde 

St John’s Road. Of course, this is hypothetical and assumes the 

route could be shared.

Left: Assuming the steam railway makes it into Ryde, this is 

where I would make a terminus by creating a walkway, linking 

both platforms (see plan). There’d be a run-round loop head-

shunt for tank engines in the station, with a further run-round 

loop outside station limits, beyond the signal box, though on 

the same side. This could be used to hold a second empty train 

awaiting access to the platform. If you look on Google Maps 

there’s just about enough space.

Below: Class 02, Calbourne, getting ready for the first journey 

back to Ryde… maybe one day!

This would be the ‘new’ Island Line platform. 

Track currently terminates roughly alongside 

the distant train and would need re-joining, 

leaving two stub sidings on what was part of 

the current main line. These could be used 

for permanent way stock, passenger stock, or 

removed altogether…

…then one day we might be able to see this 

kind of movement at Ryde St John’s Road, for 

the first time since 1966.

O Each square represents 1ft.
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In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Reviews
92
Hornby original 
Ō0HUFKDQWb1DY\ō������

96
()(�5DLO�Ō6KDUNō�EDOODVW�
SORXJK�EUDNH�YDQ�

97
()(�5DLO�Ō0HUPDLGō�
EDOODVWbZDJRQ

98
.HUQRZ�5HYROXWLRQ�7UDLQV�
,=$�&DUJRZDJJRQ

100  $�URXQG�XS�RI�QHZ�
PRGHOOLQJ�DFFHVVRULHV

2XU�UHYLHZHUV
George Dent
A modern image expert, who also 
tests tools and modelling products.

&KULV�/HLJK
:URWH�KLV�ƓUVW�UHYLHZ�LQ������DQG�
hasn’t stopped since! 

+RZ�ZH�WHVW
At Model Rail��ZH�SULGH�RXUVHOYHV�RQ�WKH�TXDOLW\��

WKRURXJKQHVV�DQG�XQELDVHG�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�UHYLHZV��:H�

assess models on their looks, performance, features and 

YDOXH�IRU�PRQH\��:H�DOVR�UXQ�WKHP�RQ�RXU�WHVW�WUDFN��ZKLFK�

IHDWXUHV���LQ����DQG���LQ����JUDGLHQWV�LQ�ERWK�Ō1ō�DQG�Ō22ō��

QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�QXPHURXV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WUDFN�FRQƓJXUDWLRQV�

92

96

97

98
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A 
BR blue ‘Merchant 

Navy’ is the locomotive 

of my childhood. They 

were repainted green 

in the early 1950s but I remember 

the sight of a blue one streaking 

through Weybridge with a train of 

red and cream coaches. I recall 

seeing a model, too, (it must have 

been the Graham Farish ‘OO’ 

model) in the window of a bike 

shop in the town and wanting one.

I can’t claim that it has taken 

until now to get one, because 

I built the Golden Arrow Produc-

styling, so they are simply different 

toolings, not re-toolings. 

THE SAME BUT DIFFERENT
So what’s changed? In a nutshell, 

the locomotive body and the 

complete tender. The locomotive 

chassis and the electrical and 

mechanical arrangements are the 

same as the earlier ‘MN’. The body 

moulding captures very well the 

imposing shape of Bulleid’s 

revised design with its bulbous, 

oval smokebox door, BR number 

plate, separate door handles and 

tions resin-body kit on a Hornby 

chassis in the June 2014 issue of 

Model Rail. However, it has taken 

until now to get my hands on a 

ready-to-run blue ‘Merchant Navy’. 

I even bought the original 

Hornby ‘Merchant Navy’ (review 

June 2017) just so that I could 

review it. But that wasn’t a blue 

one, that was 21C3 Royal Mail 

depicted as built to Bulleid’s initial 

design with the so-called ‘widow’s 

peak’ front. 

A blue version was promised. 

It just didn’t happen. Hornby 

suffered a hiatus with its Chinese 

factories and it has taken another 

four years to finally bring us the 

blue ‘Merchant Navy’.

Let’s get one thing clear, as the 

on-line reviewers have been 

tending to call this a re-tool. It isn’t. 

The later-style ‘Merchant Navy’ 

4-6-2s which appeared in blue had 

a redesigned front end in an effort 

to clear the exhaust which had 

tended to obstruct the forward 

view on the early examples. The 

body and tender of the new 

Hornby model represent that later 

Hornby original 

‘Merchant Navy’ 4-6-2
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�5�����+RUQE\�(DUO\�%5�Ō0HUFKDQW�1DY\ō�������1R�b������East Asiatic Company  X PRICE £179.99 RRP

X AVAILABILITY Hornby Tel �������������Web www.hornby.com

Sprung 
buffers

Powerful motor



www.model-rail.co.uk 93

Imposing and accurate ‘face’.

Top quality paint and print.

Superb cab interior.

things 
we like
3

2

3

3ft radius curves so I took them off. 

They do make a big difference to 

the front end appearance, so they 

are worth fitting if you can.

The steps and cylinder drains 

are not the easiest things to fit but 

there’s a rib on the underside of 

the buffer to help locate the steps, 

and a ‘tag’ on the cylinder drain 

pipes also attaches to the steps. 

This helps to support the steps 

while also holding the drain pipes.

The finish is to Hornby’s usual 

high standard. I have seen, on 

social media, comments about the 

shade of blue. I defy anyone to 

accurately remember what they 

saw 70 years ago. I certainly would 

not make such a claim. I merely 

put the Hornby model alongside 

my ‘Golden Arrow’ kit, which is 

painted with RailMatch BR blue. It’s 

a perfect match.

array of six non-working electric 

lamps positioned to suit the SR 

headcode system. The lower row 

of lamps have been separately 

fitted and appear to lean back 

slightly when viewed from the 

side. Sprung metal buffers are 

fitted, but only one on my sample 

actually worked. 

Separate vacuum and steam 

heat hoses are included for fitting 

by the purchaser, together with 

front steps and copper-finished 

cylinder drain cocks. The latter can 

only be fitted if you have very 

generous curves on your layout or 

you intend the model for static 

display. I fitted them on my sample 

but they caused derailment on my 

The horizontal white/black/

white lining is well proportioned 

and superbly neat, as are the 

‘straw’ numbering and early BR 

emblem. If I have one disappoint-

ment it is the ‘flatness’ of the 

separately applied but printed 

nameplate. It’s a curious thing. 

Here in front of me, standing on a 

cutting mat in full sunlight, it looks 

fine, although lacking in relief. In 

less than perfect lighting, the 

lettering can look very indistinct to 

the point of being near invisible. 

I’ve ordered some etched plates 

from Fox Transfers. 

CHASSIS AND TENDER
Locomotive and tender are 

semi-permanently coupled by a 

bar held with screws and the usual 

Hornby mini plug-and-socket 

arrangement. The bar has a 

close-coupling position for static 

display. The cab is well up to 

Hornby’s usual standard, with 

‘copper’ painted pipework and 

dials picked out in white and with 

their faces printed. Some of these 

printed faces are pretty small, too! 

Hornby’s signature sliding 

ventilator is fitted in the cab roof.

It is the ‘MN’s’ mechanism that 

really makes it, though, for here we 

have a big brute of a mechanism fit 

for an ‘8P’ locomotive. A big, 

sealed can-type motor is mounted 

above the leading coupled 

1

 The horizontal white/black/white lining 

LVbZHOO�SURSRUWLRQHG�DQG�VXSHUEO\�QHDW��DV�DUH�

WKH�ŌVWUDZō�QXPEHULQJ�DQG�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP�

8 pin DCC 
socket

Detailed cab 
interior
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The genesis of Bulleid’s air-
VPRRWKHG�Ō3DFLƓFVō�KDV�EHHQ�WROG�
too often to need repeating here. 
6XIƓFH�WR�VD\�WKDW�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�
RI�PRUH�ZLGHVSUHDG�HOHFWULƓFDWLRQ�
at the time of the Second World 
:DU��WKH�6RXWKHUQ�5DLOZD\�QHHGHG�
WR�XSJUDGH�LWV�VWHDP�ŴHHW�ZLWK�DQ�
express passenger locomotive 
FDSDEOH�RI�DFFHOHUDWLQJ�DV�
UDSLGO\bDV�WKH�HOHFWULF�ŴHHW�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�SLFN�LWV�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�EXV\�
/RQGRQ�VXEXUEV��

The result, as it was wartime, 
KDG�WR�EH�DQ�RVWHQVLEO\�PL[HG�
WUDIƓF�ORFRPRWLYH�DQG�&0(�2OLYHU�
%XOOHLG�SURGXFHG�KLV�UHPDUNDEOH�
DLU�VPRRWKHG�������1R�b��&��
Channel Packet�DV�WKH�DQVZHU��2Q�
VXEVHTXHQW�H[DPSOHV�WKH�IURQW�HQG�RI�
the air-smoothed casing underwent 
various changes in order to lift the 
exhaust clear of the driver’s forward 
vision and the result which was settled 
XSRQ�IRU�ODWHU�EXLOW�Ō0HUFKDQW�1DY\ō�DQG�
WKH�OLJKW�Ō3DFLƓFVō�ORRNHG�UDWKHU�GLIIHUHQW�
from the original. Some examples 
ZHUH�DOVR�FODG�ZLWK�ŌOLPSHW�ERDUGō�LQ�
an effort to reduce weight, and these 
ZHUH�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�E\�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�
UHLQIRUFLQJ�ULE�DORQJ�HDFK�VLGH��

Ō0HUFKDQW�1DY\ō������V�FRQWLQXHG�
WR�EH�WXUQHG�RXW�RI�(DVWOHLJK�ZRUNV�
until the last of the 
���FODVV�PHPEHUV�
ZDVbFRPSOHWHG�LQ�
$SULO�������

7KH�ODWHVW�+RUQE\�
model represents 
1R�b������East Asiatic 
Company, which was 
new into service in 
1RYHPEHU�������
FDUU\LQJ�%5�EOXH�
OLYHU\��OLQHG�EULJKW�UHG�
in three stripes. This 
ZDV�FKDQJHG�LQ������
WR�WZR�OLQHV�RI�EODFN�
and white. 

1

)DFWƓOH��Ō0HUFKDQW�

1DY\ō������

3

�

+RUQE\�(DUO\�%5�Ō0HUFKDQW�1DY\ō�������1R�b������East Asiatic Company�Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

1: At the head of the Up ‘Bournemouth Belle’ 

No. 35015 Rotterdam Lloyd departs Bournemouth 

West for Waterloo on August 23 1952. The ‘Belle’ 

was always rostered for a Nine Elms ‘Merchant 

Navy’ if available. COLOUR RAIL

2: Now well known as preserved in its rebuilt 

form, No. 35028 Clan Line stands on Stewarts 

Lane depot, showing to advantage the revised 

cabside design of the later locomotives. 

NRM/COLOUR RAIL

3: No Pullman train boasted quite as much 

decoration as the ‘Golden Arrow/Flèche d’Or’ 

which offered through services for passengers in 

Pullman accommodation from London Victoria to 

Paris Gare du Nord. No. 35027 Port Line displays 

the, mostly wooden, regalia to full advantage at 

Victoria, prior to departure. COLOUR RAIL
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+251%<�($5/<�%5�Ō0(5&+$17�1$9<ō�������12�b������EAST ASIATIC COMPANY

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE ‘OO’ SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 69ft 8in 279mm 296mm*

Height 12ft 11in 52mm 52mm

Width 9ft 0in 36mm 36mm

Wheel diameter (driving) 6ft 2in 25mm 25mm

Coupled wheel base 15ft 0in 60mm 60mm

 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Three screws.

Where to oil: See instructions.

* Model has longer, larger capacity tender – dimensions not available.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Hornby

Ref. No. R3632

Unit No. 35024

Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft ‘OO’

Body: Plastic

Chassis: Metal/plastic

Weight: 435g (15.3oz)

Min. curve radius: R2 (438mm)

Wheel back-to-back: 14.5mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Worm and gears to 

rear-coupled axle

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V dc two-rail

Motor type: Sealed can

Lights: No

DCC ready: Eight-pin 

Flywheel(s): 1
Traction tyres: No

System 
builder

ETCHED NAMEPLATES 
Etched nameplates Fox Transfers 

www.fox-transfers.co.uk

BULLEID COACHES 
Hornby Bulleid coaches www.
hornby.com or Bachmann Bulleid 

coaches (not available new)

HEADBOARDS
Strong Country hoarding. 

£4.50 tracksidesigns.co.uk
Atlantic Coast Express 

headboard and insignia 

www.precison-labels.com
or www.fox-transfers.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Gorgeous!

PROS 
O Imposing and accurate 

front ‘face’.

O Top quality paint 

DQGbSULQW�

O Superb cab interior.

CONS
Disappointing nameplates.

allowed the crew a view, rearward, 

inside the tender raves. In one 

respect it outdoes the previous 

model. It has even less coal 

modelled as a separate moulding! 

The tension-lock coupling is fitted 

in an NEM pocket and the front 

bogie also has an NEM pocket, the 

coupling being included in the bag 

of customer-fit parts. 

Electrical connection to the 

tender is confined to the power to 

and from the decoder socket. 

There are no pick-ups on the 

tender and this is, perhaps, the 

downside of a chassis design 

which is now at least five years old, 

in these times of fast-moving 

development. Of course, it would 

be difficult to keep updating 

chassis design when batches of 

similar models are to be produced 

over a period of several years. 

However, in this instance, a fine 

model as it is, the ‘Merchant Navy’ 

is not state of the art. 

PERFORMANCE
On test, the ‘Merchant Navy’ really 

showed Hornby at its best, being 

smooth, virtually silent, and 

powerful throughout the 

speed range. I gave it a few 

minutes running-in before adding 

six coaches, which is an optimum 

load for my layout’s platform 

lengths – though certainly 

not for a ‘Merchant Navy’! 

Increasing the load to nine 

made no significant difference 

to the performance and I reckon 

that I could have doubled that 

load on a suitable layout. 

The flywheel is very effective 

and the locomotive requires some 

careful driving when buffering up 

to a stationary train. 

CONCLUSIONS 
Well, has the blue ‘MN’ been 

worth the wait? Emphatically, 

yes! Now I need a set of carmine 

and cream Bulleid stock to run 

behind it. (CJL)+

+

wheels and immediately behind it 

is a 16mm long brass flywheel and 

the drive-shaft to a brass worm 

and gears to the trailing coupled 

axle. In short, a big, beefy but 

utterly conventional mechanism. 

The tender represents the 

longer wheelbase type with which 

35024 was paired at the time. This 

is a completely new model. It has 

glazed spectacle windows which 



Reviews

96 Model Rail 287 June 2021

W
ith a dramatic 

name and a set of 

eye-catching 

blades slung 

under the chassis, the ‘Shark’ 

brake vans were an integral 

part of British Rail’s 

Departmental fleet well into the 

privatisation era. Various 

available initially: original BR 

black, olive green, bauxite and 

‘Dutch’ grey/yellow. At the 

time of writing, the 

‘Dutch’ and black 

versions in 

particular were 

selling fast, such 

has been the 

demand for an 

‘N’ gauge ‘Shark’ 

over the years.

Despite the 

modest size, this is an 

impressive model. The 

character of the real thing 

has been captured, with the 

short wheelbase and 

elegantly profiled blades 

lending the van a busy, 

purposeful air. The planked 

bodywork is crisply rendered, 

and all of the various handrails 

are separate wire fittings. 

Although the lamp brackets 

EFE Rail ‘Shark’ ballast 
plough brake van

railway companies had 

introduced their own ballast 

plough vans during the 

inter-war period, but BR chose 

to adapt the LMS design for its 

own purposes, with a couple of 

hundred prototypes being built 

during the 1950s.

The purpose of the plough 

was to distribute ballast from a 

rake of centre and side-

discharge hopper wagons, 

shifting the loose material 

and guiding it into the 

voids between the 

sleepers. The 

plough blade 

could be raised or 

lowered via a 

large handwheel 

(similar to a 

ship’s wheel) on 

each veranda.

The prototype’s 

longevity and popularity with 

enthusiasts makes it a prime 

candidate for a RTR ‘N’ gauge 

model, and it’s a surprise that 

one has only just arrived. 

Announced originally by DJ 

Models – but never released 

– the model has finally 

surfaced in Bachmann’s EFE 

Rail range. Four different 

livery options are 

X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL EFE Rail BR 20t ‘Shark’ Ballast plough brake van, BR bauxite  X PRICE £36.95 

X AVAILABILITY EFE Rail/Bachmann stockists Web www.bachmann.co.uk 



www.model-rail.co.uk 97

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A tidy little model of an 

important prototype.

PROS 
O Looks like the real thing.

O Impressive level of detail.

O�'HFHQW�ƓQLVK��

QHDWbSULQWLQJ�

O Spare plough blades 

DbERQXV�

CONS
3RRU�ƓW�RI�ERG\�DQG�D�IHZ�

other quality control issues.

EFE Rail ‘Mermaid’ 
Ballast Wagon
X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL EFE Rail E87513 14t ‘Mermaid’ side-tipping ballast wagon,

BR olive green  X PRICE £33.95  X AVAILABILITY EFE Rail/Bachmann stockists

Web www.bachmann.co.uk  

A
nother ‘N’ gauge 

wagon recently 

repackaged 

under the EFE Rail 

branding is the former 

DJ Models BR 

‘Mermaid’ side-tipping 

ballast wagon. 

A 1950s-era wagon that 

gave sterling service to BR for 

decades, it’s another important 

engineering wagon for BR 

steam and diesel-era layouts.

In our original review in 

August 2017 (MR237), we 

noted how the DJ Models 

product featured a finely 

rendered chassis and body, 

with lots of fine detail to enjoy. 

Those comments still stand, 

with the underframe being 

particularly impressive. 

A full array of brake gear is 

present and, like the ‘Shark’, 

it features a set of pivoting 

close-coupling units. 

The removable ballast load 

features an integral weight, 

giving the wagon just enough 

mass to ensure reliable 

running. The level of finish 

appears to be high, with the BR 

olive green livery looking 

splendid on our sample. Four 

versions have been produced, 

with black, bauxite and the 

grey/yellow ‘Dutch’ scheme 

being the others on offer. 

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Welcome re-release of an 

important model

PROS 
O Detailed body 

DQGbFKDVVLV�

O�*RRG�TXDOLW\�ƓQLVK�

O Realistic ballast load.

CONS
3RRUO\�ƓWWHG�EXIIHUV�

All four buffers were poorly 

fitted on this sample but, that 

apart, it’s a super model of an 

enduring prototype and one 

that has proven extremely 

popular so far. (GD)

are solid mouldings, they look 

very convincing, thanks to the 

flashes of white paint. 

The moulded roof gutter 

strips are a tad heavy and the fit 

of the body onto the chassis 

isn’t perfect, with a slight gap at 

one corner, seemingly caused 

by excess glue. In fact, there are 

a few assembly issues on our 

sample, including drooping 

buffers and a poorly fitted inner 

door/bulkhead panel. We’ve 

heard reports of similar minor fit 

issues on other models too. 

Incidentally, the body is a 

simple clip-fit onto the chassis, 

so it’s not too difficult a job to 

get at the interior for detailing 

work or to add a figure or two. 

The handwheels are present on 

the verandas, albeit missing the 

spoked handles, while the 

chassis is very impressive, with 

a full array of brake shoes, yokes 

and actuating gear. 

A set of standard knuckle 

couplers is installed into 

pivoting close-coupling units, 

while the ploughs feature an 

aperture to allow the couplings 

to protrude. Another pair of 

ploughs is provided in a detail 

bag, without the openings, 

should you wish to forgo the 

couplers. Modellers running 

fixed rakes can, therefore, 

greatly enhance the appearance 

of the tail end of an engineers’ 

train by fitting one of the 

complete blades. 

Other extra details include 

alternative couplers (longer 

arms and lower profile knuckles), 

plus a pair of vacuum brake 

pipes. The disc wheels boast 

low-profile flanges and, despite 

the minimal mass (11g), we found 

that the van ran smoothly on our 

‘N’ gauge test track, despite a 

minor ‘wobble’ emanating from 

one of the axles.

The finish is good, although 

maybe not quite up to the 

modern standards of the regular 

Bachmann Farish range, as the 

matt bauxite paint is a little 

lacklustre in places. Atop the 

paintwork, the numbers and 

legends are legible and cleanly 

printed, and the glazing has 

been neatly fitted in the window 

and lookout apertures.

With an impressive overall 

level of detail, the EFE Rail 

‘Shark’ retains a ruggedness 

that will allow handling without 

the risk of breaking off delicate 

parts. The retail price of over 

£35 is justified by the amount of 

underframe and interior fittings 

(to the verandas), but the slight 

blips in build quality are a little 

disappointing, even if many of 

them are easily corrected.

The ‘Shark’ is ideally suited to 

running with a rake of ballast 

hoppers, such as Dapol’s 

‘Dogfish’, which is soon to be 

re-released, as well as Dapol’s 

‘Grampus’ and EFE Rail’s 

‘Mermaid’. (GD)
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I
n the mid-1980s, as BR’s 

freight stock began taking 

on the vibrant grey/red 

Railfreight branding, the 

railway was becoming a more 

interesting place, certainly in 

visual terms. The appearance of 

Continental vehicles was always 

a thrill, however. To someone 

who had barely travelled outside  

my home county, trains with 

foreign markings and train ferry 

anchor logos always caught my 

imagination. What exotic 

cargoes were they carrying, 

I used to wonder.

The various Cargowaggon-

still in use today, so they’ll appeal 

to later BR and post-privatisation 

enthusiasts. Both the original 

livery and an updated version 

(with modern safety warning 

emblems) are available, with 

different numbering options for 

each. Value packs of four 

twin-sets are also available, while 

there’s also the option of a set 

with a working flashing tail lamp.

ALL THAT GLITTERS…
Attractively packaged, the 

wagons look striking as soon as 

they’re removed from the boxes. 

The silver livery has been applied 

branded vehicles were particu-

larly eye-catching, especially 

when they were clean, as the 

silver bodywork and attractive 

blue frames made for a very 

stylish combination. These new 

models, produced in a joint 

venture between Kernow Model 

Rail Centre and Revolution Trains, 

offer modellers the chance to add 

an important post-1986 proto-

type to their layouts, while also 

conjuring up some nostalgia for 

your reviewer!

These high-capacity vans, 

semi-permanently coupled into 

pairs, were part of a large fleet of 

vehicles designed primarily for 

cross-Channel freight flows, 

initially by means of train ferry 

services, but also via the Channel 

Tunnel. Employed to carry all 

manner of cargoes, from pet food 

and car parts to mineral water 

and wine, they would often be 

seen as lone twin-sets within a 

mixed freight train, or in longer 

rakes for the bulk transit of single 

commodities.

Coded IZA under TOPS, the 

twin-sets are a great choice for a 

‘OO’ model, as they travelled 

across many parts of England, 

Wales and Scotland. Some are 

Kernow/Revolution 
Trains IZA 
Cargowaggon Twins
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODELS�,=$�+DEƓV�WZLQ�YDQ��&DUJRZDJJRQ�RULJLQDO�DQG�UHYLVHG�OLYHULHV��X PRICE e������SHU�WZLQ�VHW

X AVAILABILITY .HUQRZ�0RGHO�5DLO�&HQWUH��Web www.kernowmodelrailcentre.co.uk
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moulded rendition of a tensioned 

screw coupling, which really 

looks the part. Holding the 

twin-set closely together, 

the pivoting cams allow the 

vans to negotiate tight point-

work and second-radius curves 

with ease, especially as there 

are no buffers to get in the way.

An extra set of the moulded 

screw couplings is also provided, 

for potential use in fixed rakes 

of multiple IZA twin-sets, which 

would add to the realism. 

Cosmetic screw couplings and 

air brake hoses are also supplied. 

Build quality on both our 

samples was impressive and 

they ran smoothly and reliably. 

NEM coupler pockets are set at 

the correct height and the 

sprung pivoting units work 

brilliantly, with just the right 

amount of tension.  

AS GOOD AS IT GETS?
I honestly couldn’t find any faults 

with these wagons. With a price 

just shy of £100, they needed to 

be good. But they’re much more 

than that – they might not boast 

lots of fancy artwork or a 

fiendishly complex body profile, 

but they’re certainly some of the 

best modern wagons on the 

market, which goes a long way to 

justifying the premium price tag. 

Highly recommended. (GD)

flawlessly, using a subtle metallic 

paint that’s not too ‘showy’, but 

has a convincing appearance. 

The printed logos and lettering 

are consistently sharp and 

legible, while the blue frames 

and ends are equally well 

finished. I particularly liked the 

choice of a dark grey/brown 

shade for the undercarriage 

areas, rather than black. Vitally, 

the complex profile of the 

bodyshell has been captured 

perfectly, with well-defined 

relief to the door panels and 

the ends. Indeed, the perforated 

strengthening ribs and door 

operating gear are superb. 

Separate lamp brackets, 

handrails and footsteps 

combine to give the models an 

extra touch of class.

Below the solebar, the 

suspension and axlebox detail 

is great. The holes in the side 

frames allow a glimpse of the 

air brake reservoir tanks and 

actuating valves, which are 

connected by plastic ‘plumbing’. 

Brake shoes are aligned 

perfectly with the wheels and 

adorned with yokes. Also of 

note is the use of pivoting, 

close-coupling NEM pockets 

on both the outer and inner 

ends of each vehicle. For the 

inner coupling, the model is 

supplied with a slot-in 

 The pivoting 

cams allow the 

vans to negotiate 

tight pointwork 

and second-radius 

curves with ease 

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

In a word: SUPERB!

PROS 
O�6XSHUE�OHYHO�RI�ƓQLVK�

O�,PSUHVVLYH�GHWDLO�

O�5HDOLVWLF�LQQHU�

FRXSOLQJ�DQG�UHOLDEOH�

FORVH�FRXSOLQJbXQLWV�

O�,QWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�

LPSRUWDQW�SRVW������

SURWRW\SH�

CONS
1RWKLQJ�
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J
udging by the artwork 

on the box lid, this may 

not seem like an 

obvious paint set for 

railway modellers. However, 

most of us use metallic paints 

at some point, whether it be for 

touching in details on a 

locomotive, rolling stock, 

building or other scenic 

including steam locomotive 

footsteps and handrails.

Each 22ml jar is available 

separately and, like all metallic 

paints, the pigment is prone to 

settling. However, as long as the 

paints are shaken thoroughly 

before and during use, they 

have performed very well. (GD)

LifeColor Perfect 

Metal paints

projects. Sometimes we want 

to use something other than a 

generic ‘silver’ colour and 

LifeColor’s new range of 

‘Perfect Metal’ acrylics offers a 

number of benefits.

Firstly, the paints are 

water-based, non-toxic and 

have virtually no odour. They’re 

great for applying by hand 

brush, building up into a lovely, 

deep and lustrous finish. They 

can also be thinned with a 

matching thinner (or water) 

before spraying through an 

airbrush. The paints can be 

cleaned up with water and they 

adhere well to any prepared 

(primed) surface.

This six-pack of metallic 

colours provides some very 

subtle tonal shifts: Steel, Dark 

Aluminium, 

Polished 

Aluminium, 

White 

Aluminium, 

Exhaust Jet 

and Burnt 

Iron. I found the 

latter two colours to be very 

useful for creating a slightly 

tarnished appearance to ‘steel’ 

or ‘iron’ components, respec-

tively. The Steel and Dark 

Aluminium have also proven 

useful for various situations, 

especially when treating kit 

components that require a 

metallic sheen. These four 

shades have also been great 

for dry-brushing work, creating 

a lifelike, burnished metal 

sheen to exposed edges, 

X PRODUCT LifeColor Perfect Metal (set 2) acrylic paints  X PRICE £2.95 per jar/ £17.99 six-pack 

X AVAILABILITY The Airbrush Company Tel 01903 767800 Web www.airbrushes.com

PROS: Useful metallic shades, no 

odour, easy clean-up, brush well.

CONS: Need a thorough 

shake/stir at regular intervals.

Timodel Paint Shaker
X PRODUCT Timodel Paint Shaker  X PRICE £27.95  X AVAILABILITY Model shops or direct from www.timodel.co.uk

PROS: Handy gadget, speeds 

up paint preparation and 

reduces arm fatigue!

CONS: Didn’t work as well with 

thicker paint formulas.

former, a jar of paint is simply 

fixed horizontally to the tool 

using a flexible strap. When 

secure (check the lid is on 

tight!), the Paint Shaker is 

switched on and the paint jar is 

vibrated vigorously without 

any fuss. Operation is smooth 

and not too noisy and a run of 

about 20-30 seconds seems to 

be enough for most paints. 

A few spare straps are 

provided, and their 

adjustable nature 

allows jars of varying 

shapes and sizes to 

be accommo-

dated. Trialled 

over the past 

few months in 

my workshop, 

the results have 

been impres-

sive, especially 

with acrylic and 

lacquer-based paints, which 

depend on a thorough shake in 

order to perform cor-

rectly. Tamiya, LifeColor, 

Darkstar, Vallejo, Mr Hobby, 

MIG and AlcladII paints have 

reacted well to the device. 

A number of weathering 

washes (acrylic and enamel) 

have also responded well to 

the Paint Shaker.

However, thicker acrylics 

(such as Humbrol) and most 

enamel paints haven’t reacted 

quite so well under test, 

requiring much longer on the 

machine and still in need of 

stirring afterwards. 

As well as mains power (the 

cable could do with being a 

little longer), the unit can also 

be run off four AA batteries for 

even greater convenience. For 

thinner paint formulas, in 

particular, the Paint Shaker has 

Shaking paint jars and tins 

thoroughly before use is 

essential to ensure that the 

pigment is dispersed evenly 

within the liquid medium, 

especially when using 

acrylic paints. Dancing 

around the room to loud music 

is one way of shaking paint jars, 

but a more sedate option is to 

use this handy little gadget 

from Timodel. 

Consisting of a 

sturdy base unit, 

with non-slip 

feet, and a 

mains 

trans-

taken much of the labour out 

of paint preparation. Inciden-

tally, Timodel is a new brand, 

created by Upstairs Down-

stairs, a family-run model shop 

on the Isle of Wight. (GD)
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3DFLƓF�0RGHOV�VWDWLRQ�VLJQV
X PRODUCT 3DFLƓF�0RGHOV�%HVSRNH�6WDWLRQ�6LJQDJH��X PRICE )URP�e���SHU�SDFN��X AVAILABILITY 3DFLƓF�0RGHOV����+LJK�6WUHHW��&RUE\�*OHQ��/LQFROQVKLUH�1*����/;

Tel �������������Web ZZZ�SDFLƓFPRGHOV�FR�XN

After creating a selection of 

station signs for Tony Wright’s 

‘Little Bytham’ layout, Pacific 

Models’ proprietor Ian Wilson 

decided to offer the same 

bespoke service to all modellers. 

Ian supplied Model Rail with a 

handful of packs for assessment, 

featuring a variety of BR regional 

colours from the ‘enamel’ era. 

All of the popular scales are 

catered for and the signs are 

printed onto high-quality, 

self-adhesive paper. All the 

modeller needs to do is cut out 

the individual signs and mount 

them onto a suitable backing 

material. We’d also recommend 

touching in the white paper 

edges with a matching ink pen or 

paint and sealing the finished 

signs with a coat of clear satin or 

gloss from an aerosol.

These basic packs contain four 

station entrance signs, six 

platform nameboards, two 

signal box nameboards, plus 

eight lampposts and eight station 

seat signs. Real and fictitious 

names can be provided, and the 

quality of the printing is very 

sharp and clear, while the 

regional colours look convincing.

Considering the bespoke 

nature of the packs, the cost is 

very reasonable. (GD)

1HZ�ƓJXUHV��DQG�

VRXQGV��IURP�1RFK
X PRODUCT 1RFK�������FRXULHU�ƓJXUHV�DQG�WUROOH\V��e��������1RFK�������OXPEHUMDFN�ƓJXUH�DQG�VRXQG

HIIHFW�VHW��e��������X AVAILABILITY 1RFK�VWRFNLVWV�RU�ZZZ�JDXJHPDVWHUUHWDLO�FRP 

Parcel deliveries have become 

an everyday occurrence for 

most folks in the UK, sometimes 

on a daily basis! This topical new 

set of six figures by Noch 

enables a variety of cameo 

scenes to be represented, includ-

ing pulling and pushing trolleys 

loaded with parcels, carrying 

parcels, giving parcels to 

customers and a child taking 

delivery of a long-awaited 

parcel. Supplied pre-painted, 

these figures will be a welcome 

addition to every front door 

scene, with a van parked nearby. 

Also from Noch is a combined 

figure and sound unit depicting a 

team of lumberjacks at work with 

chainsaws. Six figures are 

provided, each clad in protective 

clothing and in a variety of poses. 

A small PCB and speaker form the 

sound unit, with a set of power 

leads that can be attached to a 

16V AC/DC transformer or 

accessory outlet. Adding a switch 

(such as a Gaugemaster GM507 

SPST Mini Toggle Switch) into the 

circuit will offer flexibility and the 

PROS:�8VHIXO�ƓJXUH�SDFNV�

DQGbVRXQG�HIIHFW�PRGXOH��

(DV\bWRbLQVWDOO�

CONS:�6KRUW�SRZHU�OHDGV�

IURPb3&%�

8cm long power leads will require 

extending via screw terminals or 

soldered bonds. 

Full instructions are supplied 

and, once the power is con-

nected, the chainsaws can be 

heard being coaxed into life 

before cutting through the trunk 

of a tree. The sound unit and 

speaker can be hidden within a 

nearby building or beneath the 

baseboard. There’s also the 

facility for adjusting the volume 

of the loudspeaker by using a 

resistor on the PCB if required.

This, and other similar 

themed packs from Noch, offer 

a very quick, easy and good 

PROS:�4XDOLW\�SULQWLQJ�DQG�

PDWHULDOV��FRQYHQLHQW��JUHDW�YDOXH�

CONS:�6LJQV�QRW�SUH�FXW�

value means of adding sound 

effects to a layout. To listen to 

the sounds: see the video at 

www.noch.com/en/baum 

fallarbeiten-12843.html (PM)



102 Model Rail 287 June 2021

Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL   

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

OUT 

NOW

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05����&��1R�b����
�X05����'��1R�b����
�X05����(��1R�b����
�X05����)��1R�b����
�X05����*��1R������
�X05����$��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05������1R�b���� 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
GWR GREEN
�X05������*:5�JUHHQ�1R�b����

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
�X05����$��%5�EODFN�HDUO\� 

HPEOHP�SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05����%��%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�
SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05������%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

ZHDWKHUHG��1R�b����
 
NCB GREEN
�X05����$��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����
�X05����%��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����

 
PRESERVED GREEN
�X05����$��*UHHQ�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP��
1R�b�����
�X05����%��*UHHQ�Ō'DUW�9DOOH\ō�

OHWWHULQJ��1R�b����

ORDER
YOURS 

TODAY!
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

 OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 1R�b������/1(5�

SRVW�ZDU�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

NINE TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 1R�b�������

%5bHDUO\bHPEOHP

MR-206 1R�b������/1(5�

ZDUWLPH�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

Specification list

MR-210 1R�b������

/1(5bOLQHGbOLYHU\

MR-202 1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��IXOO�VNLUWV

MR-208 1R�b������/1(5�

OLQHG�OLYHU\��QRbVNLUWV

MR-209 1R�b������/1(5�

XQOLQHG�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

MR-204 

1R�b�������%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�

OHWWHULQJ��QR�VNLUWV

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 1R�b�������

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�OHWWHULQJ��

IXOObVNLUWV

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

1R�b�������LQ�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ

MR-111 

Ō86$ō������7�1R�bV���

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�XQOLQHG�EODFN��

Ō6XQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJō

MR-111 and MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 1R�b'6����Maunsell��

%5b'HSDUWPHQWDO�JUHHQ

MR-101 1R�b������86$7&�EODFN

MR-108 1R�b����.HLJKOH\�	�:RUWK�

9DOOH\�5DLOZD\�RFKUH

MR-107 1R�b����1DWLRQDOb&RDO�

%RDUGbEODFN

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC-ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

2XU�Ō86$ō������7V�DUH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WRbVHOO�RXW�
Ŋ�RUGHU�\RXUV�WRGD\��
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 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

132 pages of expert advice from Britain’s best modellers

A     

Manual

£5.99

2020 
ANNUAL

Volume 81 2 3 4

Re-create movie 

sets in miniature
How to research 

your prototype
Detail & improve 

resin models
Build plastic, 

wood & card kits

 Build A  
Model Railway

HOW TO 
BUILDING & 

STRUCTURES 

SPECIAL

Ultimate guide to making buildings

CONTAINS 30+ STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES TO…

From stations to pubs, chip shops to cottages, we show 

you how to create the most realistic buildings

MODEL RAIL 
EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS

BRITAIN’S MODEL 
TRAINS 2021
A unique guide to 1,235 
British and Irish-outline, 
ready-to-run locomotives, 
coaches and wagons. 
O Fully updated for 2021
O ‘N’, ‘OO’, ‘O’ & ‘009’ gauges

HOW TO BUILD A 
MODEL RAILWAY 2020

This is the ultimate guide to 
building your model railway 

DQG�LVbIXOO�RI�KLQWV��WLSV�DQG�
detailed step-by-step 

instructions to help you 
create your layout. 

£7.99

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

O Order book for these new models not yet open. 

Keep an eye out in Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

C
O

L
O

U
R

 R
A

IL

BACHMANN CLASS 66/032-725WDS: 
66062, EURO CARGO RAIL LIVERY, 

SOUND-FITTED

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW

LOWER

PRICE!

OUT 
NOW!
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York Modelmaking  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Youchoos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Classified advertisers on pages 135-136

AGR Model Railway Store

Basement Model

Branchlines

Church Street Models

Connoisseur Models

Crafty Hobbies

Dave Angell Trains

East Somerset Models

Golden Arrow 

Productions

Howard Scenic Supplies

Jackson’s Models

John Dutfield For Model 

Railways

Kent Garden Railways

Mark’s Trains

Millennium Models

Model Scenery Supplies

Monk Bar Model Shop

Nick Tozer Railway Books

Orwell Model Railways

P&D Marsh

Pooley’s Puffers

Recreation 21

Redcar Models & Hobbies

Roxey Mouldings

The Hobby Goblin

The Sports And Model 

Shop

The Tutbury Jinny

Tri-Angman

Trident Trains

Upstairs Downstairs

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Brilliant 
buildings
Whether it’s a humble 
signal box or a huge 
locomotive shed, we 
demonstrate how 
you can create more 
realistic buildings for 
your model railway.

NEVER  MISS AN  ISSUE!Turn to page 22 for details of our great  subscription 
offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 

01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 

to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 

number below to 

speak to our 

advertising team.

ON SALE 

JUNE 
10

















1. List

ALL brands purchased, including:

Call us on 0151 305 1755
or email preowned@hattons.co.uk

17 Montague Road,
Widnes WA8 8FZ
Phone opening times:
Mon to Sun 9am - 5pm

YOUR PRE-OWNED
LOCOS AND

ROLLING STOCK

���2�HU

2XU�H[SHUW�VWD��ZLOO�UHYLHZ
your list and create your 
EHVSRNH�YDOXDWLRQ�

3. Send

2QFH�WKH�R�HU�LV�DFFHSWHG��
VHQG�\RXU�LWHPV�WR�XV�

4. Pay
ΖWHPV�DUH�FKHFNHG��WKH�R�HU�
FRQ�UPHG�DQG�SD\PHQW�
PDGH�YLD�Bank Transfer, 

Cheque or PayPal�

Utilise our extensive product database and preset item 
conditions to quickly and easily compile your list.

Prepare & submit a list of your items at 
www.HattonsModelMoney.com or send 
VSUHDGVKHHWV��GRFXPHQWV�RU�SKRWRJUDSKV�YLD�

www.HattonsModelMoney.com/upload













WANTED

ellisclarktrains.com

01756 701451
ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

LOOKING TO SELL
YOUR COLLECTION?

We highly value your models
� Full/part collections purchased

� No need for a list - we travel and view/collect

� Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana

� All gauges and ages, including continental & US

� Upfront payment by cash, bank transfer or cheque

� Vast experience in purchasing large collections

� Friendly and professional service

� Specialised interest in 7mm O gauge

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT ELLIS OR ALBERT

VISIT

OO,

our NEW SITE

clarkrailworks.com

for

N etc

HO

Ellis Clark Trains
Unit 2 Toller Court
Shortbank Road
Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com





Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,
Coaches, Wagons, etc. 

Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of
Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 
WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 
or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk



NEW
MODEL 
SHOP IN 

HENSALL, 
YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005
Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Visit us on

FACEBOOK

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk

Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

GOOD QUALITY

PRE-OWNED MODEL 

RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS

WANTED
Sell us your secondhand model
railways in all gauges including,

N Gauge, OO Gauge and O Gauge.

Have you got a Model Railway to sell?
We buy Pre-owned
Model Railways and 
Model Trains. We are 

always looking for Model 
Railways in all gauges.
Here are some examples of the

brands we have purchased:
 Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, 
Dapol, Heljan, Mainline, Oxford Rail.







Trains4U Exclusive 

Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Please see our website for updated opening times

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

PFB Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for late 1990s to present day

Produced by 

Available to pre-order online now at Trains4U.com

by phone, email, or in our Peterborough store

Delivery due imminently

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ OO Gauge

£35.00 each
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OUT
NOW

‘16XX’
0-6-0-PT

22 
versions to 
choose from

—x—

—x—

Go to page 102 for 
full details

Order 
yours 

today!

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

C & L FINESCALE ARE 
SUPPLIERS OF WELL PROVEN 
RANGE OF 4 & 7MM TRACK 

BUILDING MATERIALS WHICH 
INCLUDES OUR EASY BUILD 
POINT KITS WHICH CONTAIN 

ALL OF THE REQUIRED PARTS 
TO BUILD A POINT, FOR 

THE FULL RANGE PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE.

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

Office hours 10.00 to 14.00 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday. 

14.00 to 19.00 Weds.

C & L Finescale Track Building 
Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 
12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX

Telephone 01372 748490 

www.clfinescale.co.uk

Easy build point kits available in 
4 and 7mm scales

Ready made common crossings 
in 4mm OO FINE & OO RTR, 
EM, P4 AND 7mm f7 & S7.

All new 7mm O Gauge flexi track

New 4 & 7mm 
individual rail chair 

chair sprues

New OO Flexi track 
based on track panels

�

(,/((1·6�(0325,80�
0DLO�RUGHU��hŶŝƚ�ϭ��ϭϮ�,ŝŐŚŶĂŵ��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ��ĞŶƚƌĞ�

EĞǁĞŶƚ�ZŽĂĚ��'ůŽƵĐĞƐƚĞƌ��'>Ϯ���E���E'>�E��

sŝƐŝƚŽƌƐ�ǁĞůĐŽŵĞ�ďǇ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ�ŽŶůǇ�

dĞů��Ϭϭϱϯϭ��Ϯ�ϬϬ��

ƐĂůĞƐΛĞŝůĞĞŶƐĞŵƉŽƌŝƵŵ�ĐŽŵ�

ǁǁǁ�ĞŝůĞĞŶƐĞŵƉŽƌŝƵŵ�ĐŽŵ�

sŝƐŝƚ�ŽƵƌ�ǁĞďƐŚŽƉ�ǁǁǁ�ĞŝůĞĞŶƐĞŵƉŽƌŝƵŵ�ĐŽŵ�
�

&Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�EƵƚƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŽůƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŵŽĚĞůůŝŶŐ�
���ĂŶĚ�DĞƚƌŝĐ�EƵƚƐ���ŽůƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�tĂƐŚĞƌƐ�

�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ƉůĂƐƟĐƐ����ǀĞƌŐƌĞĞŶ��WůĂƐƚƌƵĐƚ��DĂƋƵĞƩ��^ůĂƚĞƌƐ��^ƚǇƌĞŶĞ�^ŚĞĞƚ�
�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƚĂůƐ���^ŚĞĞƚ���^ƚƌŝƉ��tŝƌĞƐ�;^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ��ŽŝůĞĚ��

�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽůĚĞƌƐ��&ůƵǆĞƐ���ĚŚĞƐŝǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ŽůǀĞŶƚƐ�
�ŶĚ�dŽŽůƐ���^ŽůĚĞƌŝŶŐ�/ƌŽŶƐ��&ŝůĞƐ��<ŶŝǀĞƐ��^ĂǁƐ�

�ŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�DĞƚĂů�dƵďĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�WƌĞĐŝƐŝŽŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶƐ�
�ŶĚ�ƐŽ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŵŽƌĞ�

ϲ�



Model Rail 287 2021128 TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA SMITH ON 01733 366379

Our popular DCC controller!

13 Hooper Close, Dunswell, Hull, HU6 9FG
Tel: 07968 057919

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£32.00

The ACE-2 (DCS2044-2H)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

d

£267.00

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 - 8-channel Accessory Decoder.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

rrrr
 £79.00

£54.00
utst

uts

utst

uts £63.00

ss £60.00

£30.00

Up to 9999 train and 2044 accessory adresses

Trains and accessories can be named

Easy to use - elegant, clearly-labelled touch keys

                    - clear, colour graphical display

Drive from the touch panel, or optional handsets

Generous 5A output! 

Integrated USB interface!

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

NEW!!

DAC22 8-channel DCC Acessory Decoder

Drives all types of point motor.

Independent output addresses.

Built-in CDU

Voltage booster for solenoids.

LocoNet interface.
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Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) ... £6.50 In colour 
N (1/148th) .............. £5.50 In colour
O (1/43rd) ................ £4.50 In colour

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

8 assorted Sailors .............................................................£7.50

3 Council Workers and Hand Cart ....................................£8.30

10 Seated Spectators .......................................................£7.90

��$VV�%RLOHUPDNHUV�ORFR�UHSDLU�¿JV ..................................£6.05 

6 Assorted Bus Drivers & Conductors ..............................£6.05

%LF\FOH�DQG�5LGLQJ�)LJXUH .................................................£3.55

AA phone Box Circ ‘47on & paper artwork .......................£6.40

RAC Phone Box &paper artwork ......................................£6.40

��[�)LVKHUPHQ���7UDZOHUPHQ .............................................£5.85

4XD\VLGH�)LJV��OREVWHU�SRWV��¿VK�WUD\V..............................£5.85

)RUUHVWHUV�[FXW�VDZ��FKDLQVDZ��ORJ�VSOLW ...........................£6.30

&RXQWU\�*DUDJH��LQFO�IROGLQJ�GRRUV�................................£41.35

6 Assorted Coal Miners Set 1 ...........................................£5.85

6 Coal Miners and Equipment Set 2 .................................£5.85

��+\GUDXOLF�3LW�3URSV�LQ�8VH����FRYHUHG���RSHQ�..............£5.25

��FORVHG�K\GUDXOLF�3LW�3URSV��XVH�LQ�\DUG� ........................£5.25

:DVKLQJ�/LQH��:DVKLQJ�	���)LJXUHV .................................£5.85

���/RFR�/DPSV��VTXDUH�	�URXQG� .....................................£4.05

$VV�/RFR�9DFXXP�3LSHV ...................................................£4.05

:RUNLQJ�VWUHHW�ODPS�NLW�VTXDUH�JOREH�	�/(' ....................£6.50

:RUNLQJ�VWDWLRQ�ODPS�NLW�2FWDJRQDO�JOREH�	�/(' .............£6.50

��3DOOHWV�	���3DOOHW�7UXFN..................................................£5.60

��[�'HQWHG�&UXVKHG�2LO�'UXPV.........................................£4.90

��5HOD[HG�/RFR�&UHZ .......................................................£5.10

%XUQLQJ�*ORZLQJ�2LO�'UXP�ZRUNLQJ�NLW�LQFO�/('................£5.10

�$$�5$&�+RWHO�ZRUNLQJ�/LJKW�LQFO�OHG�UHVLVWRU ...................£5.10 

‘N Scale’
LNER N2 Loco body kit 
£31.95,
2 AA box £3.75
3 Telephone boxes £4.10

3DLQWHG�&XE�&DPS���WHQW�	�DVVRUWHG���¿JXUHV ..............£21.60
Painted 8 Assorted Sailors .............................................£20.20
3DLQWHG�6HDWHG�6SHFWDWRUV�¿JXUHV����DVVRUWHG� .............£13.00
3DLQWHG�/RFR�5HSDLU�&UHZ�%RLOHUPDNHUV........................£15.10
Painted Bus/lorry driver and conductors.........................£15.10
3DLQWHG�$$�%R[��LQFO�FRORXU�DUWZRUN�IRU����RU���¶V� ........ £11.20
3DLQWHG�5$&�%R[��LQFO���RU���¶V�DUWZRUN� ...................... £11.20
3DLQWHG��[�)LVKHUPDQ�7UDZOHUPDQ���3DLQWHG .................£15.15 
3DLQWHG�4XD\VLGH�)LJXUHV�	�(TXLSPHQW���3DLQWHG .........£15.50
3DLQWHG�)RUUHVWHU�)LJXUHV�DQG�(TXLSPHQW���3DLQWHG ......£15.15 
Painted 6 x assorted Coal Miners...................................£15.15
3DLQWHG�:DVKLQJ�/LQH�DQG�¿JXUHV ..................................£13.25
3DLQWHG�3DOOHW�7UXFN�DQG���SDOOHWV�ZHDWKHUHG ................£10.25
3DLQWHG�5HOD[HG�/RFR�'ULYHU���¿UHPDQ����¿JV� .............. £11.25 
3DLQWHG�%HHNHHSHUV�	�%HHKLYHV����ZKLWH�ER[HV�...........£12.10
3DLQWHG�&RDOPDQ�FDUULQJ�VDFN��FRDOVDFNV�DQG�VFDOHV....£10.50
3DLQWHG�μ:KHHOLH¶�UXEELVK�ELQV�[�� ....................................£8.85
Painted 4 x Postman & one Bicycle................................£13.00
3DLQWHG��RII�6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV�VHW�� ...........................£15.15
3DLQWHG��RII�6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV�VHW�� ...........................£15.15
3DLQWHG��RII�6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV�VHW�� ...........................£15.15
3DLQWHG���$VV�:DONLQJ�:RPHQ.......................................£20.20 
3DLQWHG���[�DVVRUWHG�:DONLQJ�PDOH�¿JXUHV ....................£20.20
3DLQWHG���[�7UDFN�5HSDLUV�WUDFN�VWU�DLJKWHQHUV ............... £11.25 
3DLQWHG���'UXQNV�O\LQJ��NQHHOLQJ ....................................£11.25
3DLQWHG���'UXQNV�SHHLQJ�VWDQGLQJ..................................£11.25
3DLQWHG���[�6WDWLRQ�)LJXUHV ............................................£15.15

&OLII�5DLOZD\�,QFO�FRDFKHV�	�PRWRUL]LQJ ..........£127.40
6XUEXUEDQ�6WDWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ ...............................£19.30 
6WDLQHG�JODVV�ZLQGRZV���VPDOO............................£5.60 
'UDLQ�	�0DQKROH�&RYHUV��EUDVV� ........................£4.10
���2LO�'UXPV...................................................... £3.85
��URZLQJ�ERDWV�	�¿VKHUPDQ ................................£5.50 
&RXQWU\�*DUDJH��LQFO�IROGLQJ�GRRUV�..................£19.95 
3 Harnessed Horses ...........................................£4.35 
2 Unharnessed horses ...................................... £3.10
/RFR�&UHZ�'ULYHU�	�)LUHPDQ ..............................£1.95
:DWHUIRZO���6ZDQV�	���'XFNV ...........................£3.65
:DVKLQJ�/LQH�	�)LJXUH ...................................... £3.85
6 Assorted Cows.................................................£5.20
:LOG�$QLPDOV�IR[HV��UDEELWV��EDGJHU��VTXLUUHO......£3.65
��6HDJXOOV����À\LQJ����VWDQGLQJ...........................£3.65 
��$VVRUWHG�'RJV .................................................£3.40 
+XQW�6FHQH���KRUVHV�	�ULGHUV���KRXQGV.............£7.50
:RUNLQJ�0HQ���RQ�/DGGHU�	���RQ�WUHVWOH ............£4.95
��3LJV�.................................................................£3.65
8 Sheep ..............................................................£3.65 
10 Chickens ........................................................£3.65 
2 Shire Horses ....................................................£3.10 
3XE�&DIp�6FHQH ................................................ £6.40
)XQHUDO�6FHQH ................................................... £4.70
:KLWH�:HGGLQJ�6FHQH ........................................£4.90

3DLQWHG�)XQHUDO�6FHQH .....................................£10.45
3DLQWHG�:HGGLQJ�6FHQH ...................................£20.40
Painted Cricket Game ......................................£30.10
3DLQWHG�&KXUFK�1RWLFH�ERDUG�	�FUXFL¿[ ..............£8.40
3DLQWHG�/UJ�:RRGHQ��2DN��%DUUHOV�[�� ...............£6.85
3DLQWHG�)ORZHU�WXEEV�DQG�ZDWHU�EXWW ..................£8.50
3DLQWHG�7HUUDFRWWD�&KLPQH\V����[����W\SHV�� .....£5.60
3DLQWHG�:HOGLQJ�)LJXUHV�	�(TXLSPHQW ...............£9.80
3DLQWHG�5HOD[HG�/RFR�&UHZ�[�� .........................£4.50
Painted 5 Gardeners and equipment................£12.95
3DLQWHG���[�$VV�6WDQGLQJ�)LJXUHV�SODWIRUP�HWF .£20.20
Painted 4 Pallets and pallet truck .......................£9.60
3DLQWHG���%HHKLYHV�DQG���EHHNHHSHUV .............£12.95
3DLQWHG���%XON�%XLOGLQJ�%DJV�VDQG.....................£7.90
3DLQWHG���DVV�5RFN�&OLPEHUV ...........................£13.45 
3DLQWHG��RII�+LJKODQG�&DWWOH ...............................£9.05 
3DLQWHG�)LUH�)LJKWHUV���¶V .................................£13.45
3DLQWHG���$VV�7UDZOHU�	�)LVKHUPHQ .................£13.45
3DLQWHG���*XDUGV�0DUFKLQJ ..............................£20.40 
3DLQWHG���RII�*XDUGV�0DUFKLQJ�%DQG ..............£23.80
3DLQWHG�&XE�6FRXWV�LQ�&DPS ...........................£28.00 
3DLQWHG���6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV�)LJV�6HW�� .........£13.45
3DLQWHG���6HDWHG�3DVVHQJHUV��)LJV�6HW�� ........£13.45
3DLQWHG���3ODWIRUP�6WDWLRQ�6WDII .......................£13.45
3DLQWHG���&DQRHV�DQG�)LJXUHV .........................£12.95
3DLQWHG���)LVKHUPHQ�	�(TXLSPHQW ...................£13.40

OO SCALE Victorian Figures 

F8 £8 

72ft steamer canal boat £36.30, Gravestones 

£7.55 loads of kits in our illustrated colour 

catalogue or website

MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk
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OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are
Being Listed On Our Website.

MAC’S 

MODEL 

RAILROADING

4-8 REFORM STREET

KIRRIEMUIR

01575 572397
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Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN

Tel: 02380 772 681                        www.ronlines.com
342 Shirley Road. Southampton. SO15 3HJ
Open Mon-Fri 10am-5pm & Sat 9am-4pm

Large stocks of pre-owned railways a selection of which is on 
our website. 

We stock new Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, PECO, Expo tools, 
Electrical components & much more.

We also purchase your unwanted railways, whether it’s a single item 
or collection, anything considered.

Whether you’re a novice or an expert we are always happy to help!  
So why not visit us today or give us a ring!
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CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:

 
 

 

 

  
 
  
   

 

 80 Manor Road, N Lancing,  
West Sussex, BN15 0HD 
�Tel 01903 754850 

 www.morris-models..co.uk  
  info@morrismodels.co.uk 

 
�

 

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport  

 

Easy free 
parking!! 

Please check 
website for 

opening hours 
or call us 

    

 

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS 
 
 

           

    

      

BRITISH RAILWAYS 

           
 

    
 

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc 
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WARRINGTON AUCTIONS
551 Europa Boulevard, WA5 7TP

MODEL RAILWAY, TRAINS, BOATS, DIECAST, RADIO CONTROL, DOLLS, 
VINTAGE COPUTER GAMING, AIRCRAFT AND MORE!

FORTNIGHTLY TOY & MODEL AUCTIONS
May 11th & 25th, June 8th & 22nd, July 6th & 20th, August 3rd, 17th & 31st,  

September 14th & 28th, October 12th & 26th, November 9th & 23rd, December 7th

ONLINE BIDDING VIA OUR WEBSITE,  
EASYLIVEAUCTION.COM & THE-SALEROOM.COM

IN-HOUSE POSTAL SERVICE OR 

CLICK & COLLECT!

SELL!   SELL!   SELL!
ACCEPTING SINGLE ITEMS & FULL COLLECTIONS FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS

CONTACT US

E-Mail: enquiries@warringtonauction.co.uk

Telephone: 01925 658833

Website: www.warringtonauction.co.uk
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Coastal

DCC

VOTED WINNER OF MODEL RAIL 2017 NATIONAL AWARDS SCENIC ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR

MIKE PETT’S SUPERCAST OO MODEL RAILWAY FIGURES

 HAND PAINTED MODELS 'OO' Gauge £5.50 each

NEW MODELS  £2.50 each unpainted

Fireman 
with 

removable 
shovel and 
Loco Driver

VIP Passengers
Holmes & 

Watson

Plinth for 3 of our 
historical fi gures 

Brunel, Fred Dibnah 
& Sir Nigel Gresley

NEW
Steam Era 
Policeman

NEW O Gauge Loco 
Crew, Fireman & 

Driver, £10.50 each 
painted, £8.50 each 

unpainted

NEW

Fred Dibnah

NEW Moriaty, 
joins our popular 
Sherlock Holmes

& Dr. Watson 
fi gures

Steam Era 
worker

Metal Platform 
Totem Stand 

£9.99
Totem with 

layout name to 
fi t £6.99

NEW 

Sir Nigel Gresley,
AA man/RAC Man

  

Painted OO Gauge £5.50 each, Unpainted OO Gauge £2.50 each, Painted O Gauge £10.50 each, Unpainted O Gauge £8.50 each
MINIMUM ORDER 2 FIGURES. Post & Packaging: OO Gauge fi gures £3.50 - O Gauge fi gures £3.99 Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

Please make cheques and PO’s payable to: Mike Pett, 12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PP  
01843 593417   Mob: 07976 724225   Email: mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

Michael Portillo and his
NEW Camera man

NEW

Bride/groom and priest

Robert Stephenson builder of 
the rocket steam loco, painted 
in bronze for our new plinth 

and in normal dress.

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.

www.YorkModelrail.com

York Modelmaking
Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

01904 400358 laser@yorkmodelmaking.com

Plus affordable bespoke laser-cutting service catering
for ALL scales and all model-makers, worldwide.

Online shop, selling our unique range of laser-cut 
scenery detailing and architectural components;
helping you enjoy building your railway layouts

Price lists available in 0, 00 or N scale if you don’t have internet access.  
  

Precision Laser Cutting

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0
plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!
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Bedfordshire

DCC

Kits

Models Wanted

Manufacturer

Web Browser

Online Shops

Online Shops

Books & DVD’s

Cheshire

Don’t miss the 
next issue of

MODEL RAIL on 
sale 10 June

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

TO ADVERTISE PLEASE CALL GEMMA
ON 01733 366379

RAILWAY BOOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������

ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP  HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP
Tel: 01484 518159

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

Order Online today

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd
9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Closed (appointments only)

Tuesday to Saturday - 10am to 3pm

Sunday - Closed

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collectionsP.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £81.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £112.50
City of Truro complete p/deal £111.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).
Non UK and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO
EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

ISLE OF WIGHT 2-4-0T
ALL METAL KIT £90

LTSR ‘51’ CLASS 4-4-2T
FITS HORNBY

RAILROAD COUNTY £60
www.goldenarrow.me.uk

Quality bowpens & instrument sets in stock
392 HAROLD ROAD, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 5HG 

Tel: 01424 445334  Email: c.meach@tiscali.co.uk
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Scotland

Isle Of Wight

North Yorkshire

Suffolk

Tyne And Wear

Kent

Nottinghamshire

Staffordshire

Somerset

Yorkshire

82% of those who 

read more magazines 

during lockdown 

will continue to read 

more magazines post 

lockdown (source 

Bauer insiders July 20)

    25% report that 

spend on them has 

increased during 

the crisis and this 

increases to 31% 

Cumbria & Lake District 

Essex

Hampshire

Cleveland

Buckinghamshire

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

(PDLO��KHDWKHUZLONLQVRQ#EWFRQQHFW�FRP���:HE��MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

MaestroMaestro

www.basementmodeltrains.co.uk
Specialists in “OO gauge” by 

Bachmann, Dapol, Hornby, Heljan, Lima 
New & Pre-owned in stock

OO gauge model Railways always wanted
Tel. 07806 814683

Model Railway Supplies,
New & Second Hand Bought & Sold
Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178

www.pooleyspuffers.com
email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com
382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 

Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

P & D MARSH MODELS 
PAINTED OO GAUGE 

PDZ07 Postman, bike & postbox £8.75 

PDZ12 Trackside signs (4)           £8.25 
PDZ19 Loco crew (2) steam        £9.00 

PDZ28 Window cleaner/ladder   £7.15 

PDZ32 Firebuckets on stand (2)  £7.50 
PDZ36 BP style petrol pumps     £8.75 

PDZ39 Coalmen & scales            £8.25 

PDZ40 1950/60 Firecrew/hoses £10.45 
PDZ103 1950 motorbike/rider     £8.00 

PDZ50  Loaded platform trolley £8.25 

PDZ51 Barrels (6)            £6.95 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 

DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS 

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM         07730 202270 

PAINTED N GAUGE 

PDX51 Cyclists (2)                  £7.60 

PDX56 Gravestones (8)           £6.00 
PDX68 Forklift truck               £7.00 

PDX69 Traffic lights  single   £5.50 

PDX70 Traffic lights dble       £6.50 
PDX80 Benches (4)                 £5.80 

PDX82 Water crane platform £6.25 

PDX83 Water crane ground     £6.25 
PDX351 GWR home signal     £8.35 

PDX354r RH junction signal £15.95 

PDX361 Ground signals (5)    £8.00 

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways
Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY
Tel: 01349 862346

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc
130 High St, Redcar,

Cleveland, TS10 3DH.
Tel: 01642 494912

(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,
Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30-17.00

NEW WEBSITE
10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  
Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.ukKENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft X Piko X Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 
Farish X�Heljan
Peco X Dapol

Metcalfe X�Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.

Millennium Models
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco & Gaugemaster

New and Secondhand Stock
Javis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi & Oxford

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds
LS27 8EB • Tel: 0113 2189 286

www.millenniummodels.co.uk

TUTBURY MODELS
COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

South Cumbria’s number 
one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

:KDW�LV�LW"b

The LMS Stanier Class 5 4-6-0, commonly 

referred to by enthusiasts as the ‘Black Five’, 

is a class of mixed traffic locomotives 

designed by Sir William Stanier. The class was 

first introduced in 1934 and construction 

continued until 1951, with examples built at 

Crewe, Derby and Horwich Works, as well as 

private builders Vulcan Foundry and 

Armstrong Whitworth. The first 57 locomo-

tives (5000-5058) were built without domes. 

They would undergo many modifications and 

trials: In 1948, 44767 was fitted with 

Stephenson’s valve gear. The aim of the 

experiment was to find out if a valve gear 

having variable lead would affect perfor-

mance. On trial, it proved to have no 

advantage, although in normal service it did 

gain a reputation as a good performer on 

gradients. Five locomotives, 5154-5158, 

received names. 

British Railways inherited 842 ‘Black Fives’, 

which then would be numbered 

44658-45499. They would start to be 

withdrawn in 1961, but three of them, 45110, 

44871 and 44781, survived long enough to 

haul the Fifteen Guinea Special on August 11 

1968, along with BR Standard Class 7MT 4-6-2 

70013 Oliver Cromwell.

Locomotive: LMS Stanier Class 5 4-6-0

Gauge: ‘N’

Proposed by: James Hardy, by e-mail

What would make it viable?

The most recent 2mm scale Black Five 

model was by Graham Farish, which was 

released back in 2012. These had the motor 

in the tender and, as I and a few others have 

experienced lately, the motion would tend to 

stick when running. It would be nice to have 

an all-new model with the motor in the 

engine, that would mean you would have 

more room in the tender for a DCC decoder 

and sound speaker. Plus, there are numer-

ous detail options too. There could be 

domed and non-domed models in LMS black 

livery, and both BR crests. There could be 

options for riveted and welded tenders. And 

named locomotives too! 

&DQ�,bVHH�D�UHDO�RQH"

A total of 18 ‘Black Fives’ have been 

preserved, of which 14 are located on 

preserved railways, while some are certified 

to run on the National Rail network, 

including 44767 and 45407, owned by Ian 

Riley. The first locomotive, 5000, is part of 

the National Collection and is on static 

display at Locomotion, Shildon. No. 5025 is 

the oldest surviving member of the class 

and is currently undergoing overhaul at 

the Strathspey Railway. 45110 and 44871 

are also preserved and are at the Severn 

Valley and East Lancashire Railways 

respectively. Several examples have 

been named, including  No. 5428 Eric Treacy, 

based at the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, 

along with 44806.

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with James’ 

argument? Go to www.model-rail.co.uk 

and take part in our vote.



138www.model-rail.co.uk

1. What is your earliest railway memory?

I was six and I pestered my nana to take me to our local 
train station. I remember anxiously sitting on the station 
bench, feeling a sense of excitement and fear. Just seeing 
and hearing a real train was a total ‘wow’ moment.

2. What is your most memorable train journey?

I was a young teen travelling with my mum into London 
for the first time, on a Class 395. It was my first significant 
railway journey and I was excited by every aspect – even 
handing over my ticket to be checked. I’m pretty sure 
I kept the ticket too.

3. Do you have a favourite railway station?

I’ve only been a couple of times, but it’s got to be York. 
There’s just something about that station – so grand, 
encompassing and full of history.

4. How did you get into the hobby industry?

It was all very unplanned – a job became available for a 
marketing executive and Hornby HQ is relatively local to 
me, so I applied. The rest is history.

5. What did you do beforehand? 

I worked in the events and travel industry, organising 
cruise and adventure travel shows across the UK. I did 
marketing and PR and absolutely loved it! 

6. What hobbies do you have? 

I’m a keen runner and love to work out regularly. I then 
tend to ruin all the hard work by making and eating a lot 
of cake. Alongside these I enjoy spending time with 
family and friends and watching crime dramas.

7. Have you ever built a model railway? 

I haven’t… yet! It’s on the cards. I was recently 
challenged to build a layout after my colleague Mike (the 
face of Signal Box) built his first diorama. I’ll be getting 
my model railway layout craft on very soon. 

8. What model or craft projects are you most proud of?

I love upcycling old pieces of furniture. I recently worked 
on renewing a farmhouse table and chairs, a scruffy TV 
cabinet and a pair of bedside tables. I find it really 
therapeutic and nothing beats a before and after photo.

9. Who is your hero? 

I’d probably say my mum. I grew up without a dad so my 
mum and I have always been very close. We’re very 
similar in a lot of ways, which isn’t always a good thing, 

but she is my rock.

11. Where do you find your inspiration? 

I find most of it through my strong desire to succeed, but 
also through exercising and drinking coffee.

12. What motivates you most in your job? 

Positivity and good working relationships. I’m very much 
driven through seeing positive effects from my work or 
working towards a solid target/goal. Alongside that, 
having good relationships at work really motivates me.

13. What is the biggest challenge you’ve faced?

Completing my Master’s Degree. I did it part-time over 
two years while working at the same time and it was a 
real juggle – I didn’t have much of a social life for those 
two years, but I’m so glad I did it.

14. What has been the best decision you’ve ever made?

Buying a house next door to my mum – I told you we were 
close, so close we share a wall.

15. If you could change anything about the hobby, what 

would it be? 

Making more suitable products available to children, 
allowing them to take their first steps into the world 
of model railways and allowing/supporting their 
journey through further and appropriate age-
recommended products. Keep a look out for the 
Playtrains range coming soon.

16. What was your big ambition as a child? 

I desperately wanted to be a vet. I grew up with animals 
and have always had a huge soft spot for all things 
‘roarsome’ and ‘pawsome’.

17. If you had a time machine, where would you go?

I’d go back to the 1960s to when my mum was born. My 
family are from the USA and my mum was lucky enough 
to grow up and travel to many of the states (including 
Montana, where she was born – hence the name). My 
granddad was in the US Air Force and his job meant that 
my nana, granddad, mum and uncle had the luxury of 
visiting some amazing places, including Hawaii where 
they lived for eight years.

18. What’s your hidden talent?

I’m a keen creative writer and I’m writing various books. 
I studied Creative Writing at BA and MA level, 
specialising in writing for children. Some of the books 
have been works in progress for several years – I will 
finish them eventually though.

19. Do you have any strange quirks that you’re 

prepared to share?

I’m double-jointed in my toe.

20. What is the best piece of advice you’ve ever had?

Take everyone and everything with a pinch of salt and, if 
you want to do something, do it yourself. (I’m quite 
independent.)

21. How would you like to be remembered?

Being original, quirky, happy and a little weird – 
it’s better to be weird than boring.

Next month: We put the questions to Lisa Munro, marketing manager at The Airbrush Co.

Behind the 
Backscene

Montana Hoeren is 
Head of Brand at 
Hornby.

Model Rail puts Montana Hoeren in the hot 
seat, and discovers that she has a penchant for 
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 It’s better 
WRbEH�ZHLUG�
WKDQbERULQJ�

10. If you could build 

your dream model, what 

would it be?

Not so much a specific model, 
but I’d love to build a Rocky 
Mountain-inspired layout. It 
would be very mountain and 
tree-heavy, but the photos are 
just breathtaking – I imagine 
the real thing is even better. 
One day…
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 
requirement for early to modern collections 
of British and Foreign trains and train 
sets from large accumulations to items 
of individual value. Our customer base is 
increasing dramatically and we need an  
ever larger supply of quality material to  
keep pace with demand. The market 
has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection,  
now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 
professional valuation of your collection, without 
obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 
make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 
will recommend inclusion of your property in our  
next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick 
offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 
offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 
only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 
anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 
assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 
details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices 
that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 
Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com




