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Subscribe now 
and get Model 

Rail for less
£15 off a yearly subscription 
to Model Rail! See p22.

Here’s why: Starting as 
a supplement in RAIL 
magazine, Model Rail went 
‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
follow modelling projects 
that you can complete 
without breaking the bank, 
inspirational photographs 
of the best model railways 
and thorough, unbiased 
reviews so you can make the 
most informed choices when 
spending your money. 
Don’t forget our own model 
ranges – see pages 135-136. 

Life’s better 

with Model Rail

Model Rail essential information
Q: /RRNLQJ�IRU�DQ�ROG�IHDWXUH�EXWbFDQōW�UHPHPEHU�

ZKLFK�LVVXH�LWbZDV�LQ"�

A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�H[FOXVLYH�PRGHOV"

A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
E\be-mail:
modelrail@bauermedia.
co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
3HWHUERURXJK�3(�b�($

Or you can call Jane 
6NLQQHU�RQb������������

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail

Get in touch

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or 
any other subscription 
queries, please e-mail 
bauer@subscription.co.uk or 
FDOO�RXU�8.bQXPEHU�
RQb�����b������.

O�)RUbRYHUVHDV�
subscriptions, call  
���b�����������.

O To manage your account 
RQOLQH��YLVLW�www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on  
������������.

O�2YHUVHDV�FXVWRPHUVbVKRXOG�
call ���������������.

Q: :DQW�WR�RUGHU�RQH�RI�RXU�ERRND]LQHV"

A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
�����b�������

Q: +DYH�D�SUREOHP�RU�TXHU\�DERXW�RXU�GLJLWDO�

PDJD]LQHV"

A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: 6XEVFULSWLRQ�LVVXH�QRW�DUULYHG"

A:�&DOO�RXU�6XEVFULSWLRQV�'HSDUWPHQW�RQ��������������

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

The smaller 
WKHbGHWDLO��
WKHbPRUH�

interested 
he is.

Chris Leigh

In his 65th year 
in the hobby, 
so he can 

claim to be 
experienced!

Chris 

1HYDUG

Peter 

Marriott

'DYH�

/RZHU\

Paul A.

Lunn

As I write this in early February, amid the 

snow and freezing weather, I can’t help but 

wish that spring would hurry up and appear. 

In between snowfalls, I’d started to notice the 

flowering snowdrops and the green shoots of 

bulbs emerging in the garden. Those early 

signals of the approaching spring always 

bring a sense of hope. 

That’s a word that has been on everyone’s 

lips over the past year and, while certain 

aspects of the hobby and craft industry 

have been booming during the pandemic, 

there are other areas that have definitely 

suffered. Exhibitions are an obvious 

casualty, but model railway clubs have also 

faced huge challenges. 

With members unable to meet in person 

and club rooms shut (but rents and utility 

bills still to pay), committee members have 

had to adapt quickly to the situation. Like 

the adoption of virtual exhibitions, it has 

been interesting to see how clubs have 

managed to keep their existing members 

engaged and, in some cases, even attract 

new faces. 

Free trial memberships and online 

journals, plus Zoom courses and seminars, 

are just some of the tools being employed by 

enterprising societies such as the 

Manchester and Twickenham & District 

clubs, to name just a few. Indeed, I’m looking 

forward to attending a few of these online 

talks myself in the coming weeks.

That’s one of the things I love about this 

hobby, the fact that innovation isn’t limited 

to the big model brands who have large 

marketing budgets and the latest 

manufacturing technology at their disposal. 

Welcome

Rather, innovation goes on all the time at 

grassroots – and the individual – level. It 

takes a lot to stop us modelling!

George Dent Editor

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

The Model Rail ‘16XX’s arrived into stock days 

before we went to press, so I just had time to test 

one of the NCB versions with my newly finished 

colliery workers’ train. Looks like a perfect match!
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‘OO’ GAUGE

‘O’ GAUGE

Every year we ask you to vote for your favourite model 

from the past 12 months. Model Rail’s Model of the 

Year 2020 covers all of the models we had for 

review from January 2020 (MR269) to December 

2020 (MR281). There were 13 categories for you 

to vote in, and here are the results.

OVERALL MANUFACTURER 

OF THE YEAR 2020

Winner    Hornby – 33.5% 

2. Bachmann – 16.6%

3. Revolution Trains – 13.6% 

Others: 36.3%

Steam Locomotive of the Year

Winner 
 Hornby Rocket – 37.8%

2nd: Hornby LMS ‘Princess Royal’ – 17.1%

3rd: Rails of Sheffield/Dapol ‘Terrier’ – 15.7%

Others – 29.4%

Locomotive of the Year

Winner 
  Heljan Class 50 – 26.0%

2nd: Dapol ‘14XX’ – 20.7%

3rd: Dapol Sentinel ‘Y1/Y3’ 4wVBT – 13.7%

Opening the box

‘O’ gauge Manufacturer of the Year

Winner 
  Dapol – 51.2%

2nd: Heljan – 42.5%

3rd: Hattons – 6.3%

The

RESULTS
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Diesel & Electric Locomotive of the Year 

Winner 
 Hattons Class 66 – 27.5%

2nd: Dapol GWR parcels railcar – 17.0%

3rd: Heljan Class 33/0 (later version) – 14.2%

Others: 41.3%

Multiple Units of the Year 

Winner 
 Bachmann Branchline Class 117 – 31.2%

2nd: Bachmann Branchline ‘2-HAP’ – 25.1%

3rd: Bachmann Branchline Class 158 – 23.7%

Others: 20%

Rolling Stock of the Year 

Winner 
 Bachmann Branchline 45t crane – 37.9%

2nd: Accurascale PFA container flat – 12.4%

3rd: Hornby sliding door Mk 3 – 9.6%

Others: 40.1%

’OO’ gauge Manufacturer of the Year 

Winner   Hornby – 36.2%

2nd: Accurascale – 19.3%

3rd: Bachmann – 17.5%

Others: 27%

Locomotive of the Year 
Winner 

  Heljan L&B 
2-6-2T Lew – 73.1%

2nd: Peco FR ‘Small 
Birminghams’ – 26.9%

‘OO9’ Manufacturer of the Year 
Winner 

 Heljan 57.8%

2nd: Peco 42.2%

‘N’ gauge Rolling Stock

Winner  Revolution KUA nuclear flask wagon – 59.5%

2nd: Graham Farish Thompson coaches – 28.8%

3rd: Revolution Trains HOA hoppers – 11.7%

Others: 1%

‘N’ GAUGE

‘N’ gauge Model of the Year

Winner  Dapol prototype HST – 54.3%

2nd: EFE Rail Class 17 – 35.9%

3rd: Graham Farish Class 70 (modified) – 17.6%

‘N’ gauge Manufacturer of the Year 

Winner  Revolution Trains – 48.5%

2nd: Graham Farish – 28.8%

3rd: Dapol – 20.1%

Others: 2.6%
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Opening the box

MODEL RAIL’S ‘16XX’ 
PANNIER TANKS ARE HERE!

A
fter a 33-day trip from 

China which called 

first at Cairo, then at 

Zeebrugge, Gdansk 

and back to Zeebrugge again 

before reaching Felixstowe, 

Model Rail’s latest exclusive 

‘OO’ gauge locomotive, the GWR 

Hawksworth ‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT, is 

now in stock and ready for 

delivery to customers. Indeed, 

by the time you read this, it is 

likely that all customers who 

pre-ordered will have received 

their models.

Based on research and 

a scan of No. 1638 at the Kent & 

East Sussex Railway, the model 

was designed and manufac-

tured by Canadian company, 

Rapido Trains Inc. at one of its 

three Chinese factories. 

The ‘16XX’ was 

designed by 

F.W. Hawksworth to replace 

elderly pannier tanks which were 

light enough to work the most 

minor of branch lines throughout 

the system, being based at 

locations from Slough to West 

Wales and St Blazey in Cornwall. 

They thus make an ideal model 

for the average layout.

The Model Rail ‘16XX’ features 

a die-cast metal body and 

chassis with plastic detail 

fittings. A powerful five-pole can 

motor with flywheel drives the 

leading axle and the model is 

DCC-ready with a Next18 

decoder socket and a factory-fit-

ted speaker for those who want 

to add sound. There’s also an 

illuminated firebox glow effect.

No fewer than 22 different 

versions are available, including 

No. 1661 with ‘Busby’ spark 

arrestor chimney and chalked 

‘Vinegar Castle’ names, No. 1638 

as preserved in GWR livery and 

Nos. 1600 and 1607 in NCB 

green. This range of numbers 

has been made possible by 

Rapido’s willingness to 

split the production run 

and change tampo-printing 

pads for as few as 125 models. 

That means that there are very 

small quantities of some 

numbers and guises, so if you 

want to be sure you can get 

a particular number, place your 

order now! See page 102, visit 

www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or 

call our exclusive order line on 

01209 705459 to buy your 

exclusive Model Rail ‘16XX’. 

The ‘16XX’ costs £149 (Model 

Rail subscribers pay just £134.10).

8
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews
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Opening the box

B
achmann Europe began 

February by revealing 

the models which will 

become available within 

the next three months, as has 

become customary for the 

Barwell company. This quarter, 

the headline news was the 

announcement of a fully retooled 

Class 20/0, with both disc and 

box headcode variants covered. 

Three livery options will be 

offered, covering the length of 

their British Rail careers, with 

green, blue and Railfreight 

schemes available. 

Having recently released its 

first Class 20/3 models, it was 

a logical step for Bachmann to 

revisit the original version of the 

venerable Type 1 Bo-Bo, as the 

existing model dates back to 

2004. While it was a superb model 

for its time, this new version will 

offer a greater degree of detail 

fidelity and technical specifica-

tion, including a PluX22 

DCC interface, directional 

lighting and sound options. 

Excitingly, the new 

Class 20/0s are due to arrive 

within the next few months.

CLASS 20/0 HEADLINES 
BACHMANN QUARTERLY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Fans of the Hawksworth ‘Modified Hall’ 4-6-0 will be delighted to hear that a new version is being released with 

a revised tooling, taking care of the front end issues that the previous model faced. Two versions are being 

offered initially, both in BR lined green and depicting the preserved duo of No. 6990 Witherslack Hall and No. 6998 

Burton Agnes Hall.

Steam
7KH�%5�6WDQGDUG�&ODVVb�07�������DOVR�UHWXUQV�WR�
WKH�FDWDORJXH��ZLWK�DbFKRLFH�RI�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ�
RUbEODFN�OLYHULHV��)XUWKHU�DGGLWLRQV�LQFOXGH�Db��
ZHDWKHUHGbYHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�*:5�Ō��;;ō��DQG�WKH�
Ō-XELOHHō������bUHFHLYHV�DbFRDW�RI�%5�ŌH[SHULPHQWDO�
JUHHQō�OLYHU\��DV�1R�b������Ceylon�
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

Diesel
For diesel fans, more versions of the 
&ODVVb������VHH�SDJHb�����&ODVVb�����DQG�
&ODVVb����UDLOFDU�ZLOO�EH�DYDLODEOH�ZLWK�
VRXQG�ƓWWHG�RSWLRQV��DV�ZLOO�WKH�VSOLW�
KHDGFRGH�Ō3HDNō�&ODVVb������DV�������
Sherwood Forester��)RU�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
VFHQH��WKH�&ODVVb���JHWV�DbUXQ�RXW�LQ�'%�
UHG�DV�������Armistice 100 1918-2018.

Rolling Stock
,Q�WHUPV�RI�Ō22ō�UROOLQJ�
VWRFN��DbWULR�RI�6HFRQG�
&ODVVbH[�/06�Ō3RUWKROHō�
FRDFKHV�LV�EHLQJ�RIIHUHG�
LQ�%5�EOXH�JUH\�OLYHU\�E\�
SRSXODU�GHPDQG��ZKLOH�WKH�
%5���W�WLSSOHU�ZDJRQ�JHWV�
DbYHU\�IHWFKLQJ�1&%�EOXH�
\HOORZ�OLYHU\� 
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Opening the box

Bachmann Europe 2021 Q1 announcement list in full

00
GAUGE

STEAM LOCOMOTIVES
�X ������$��%5�6WDQGDUG�Ō�07ō�%5��WHQGHU��1R�b�������%5�OLQHG�

JUHHQ�ODWH�HPEOHP��e������

�X ��������%5�6WDQGDUG�Ō�07ō�%5��WHQGHU��1R�b�������%5�OLQHG�EODFN�
ODWH�HPEOHP��e������

�X ��������/06�Ō-XELOHHō��1R�b�������%5�H[SHULPHQWDO�JUHHQ��e������

�X ��������*:5�Ō0RGLILHG�+DOOō��1R�b�����Witherslack Hall��%5�OLQHG�
JUHHQ�HDUO\�HPEOHP��e������

�X ��������*:5�Ō0RGLILHG�+DOOō��1R�b�����Burton Agnes Hall��%5�OLQHG�
JUHHQ�ODWH�HPEOHP��e������

�X ������$��*:5�Ō��;;ō��1R�b������*:5�JUHHQ��ZHDWKHUHG���e������

00
GAUGE

DIESEL AND ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVES
�X ��������&ODVVb������'������%5�JUHHQ�ODWH�HPEOHP��e�������

�e�������VRXQG�ILWWHG�

�X ��������&ODVVb�������������%5�EOXH��e��������e�������VRXQGbILWWHG�

�X ��������&ODVVb�������������%5�5DLOIUHLJKW�ZLWK�UHG�VWULSH��e�������
�e�������VRXQG�ILWWHG�

�X ������6)��&ODVVb�������������'56�EOXH��e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb������������+DUU\�1HHGOH�5DLOZD\�&RPSDQ\��
e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb�������������'56�FRPSDVV��RULJLQDO���e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb������'������%5�JUHHQ�ODWH�HPEOHP��e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb������'������%5�JUHHQ�ZLWK�VPDOO�\HOORZ� 
SDQHOV��e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb�������������%5�EOXH��e������

�X ������%��&ODVVb�����VSOLW�KHDGFRGH��������Sherwood Forester, 
%5bEOXH��e��������e�������VRXQG�ILWWHG�

�X ������&��&ODVVb������������Armistice 100 1918-2018��'%�&DUJR��
e��������e�������VRXQG�ILWWHG�

�X ������6)��&ODVVb����VLQJOH�FDU�'08��%5�JUHHQ�ZLWK�VSHHG�
ZKLVNHUV��e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb����VLQJOH�FDU�'08��%5�EOXH�DQG�JUH\��e������

�X ������6)��&ODVVb����VLQJOH�FDU�'08��%5�1HWZRUN�6RXWK(DVW��
e������

00
GAUGE

ROLLING STOCK
�X ������%����SODQN�FKLQD�FOD\�ZDJRQ��%5�EDX[LWH�ZLWK�

KRRG��ZHDWKHUHG���e�����

�X ��������%5���W�VWHHO�WLSSOHU��1&%�EOXH��e�����

�X ��������/06���IW�Ō3RUWKROHō�6HFRQG�&RUULGRU��%5�EOXH�DQG�
JUH\��e�����

�X ������$��/06���IW�Ō3RUWKROHō�6HFRQG�&RUULGRU��%5�EOXH�DQG�
JUH\��e�����

�X ��������/06���IW�Ō3RUWKROHō�%UDNH�6HFRQG�&RUULGRU��%5�EOXH�
DQG�JUH\��e�����

���
GAUGE

NARROW GAUGE LOCOMOTIVES
�X �������$6)��%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��1R�b�����5DLOZD\�

2SHUDWLQJ�'LYLVLRQ�EODFN��e������

�X �������$6)��%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��Bridget��$VKRYHU�/LJKW�
5DLOZD\�EODFN��e������

�X �������6)��%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��*O\Q�9DOOH\�7UDPZD\�OLQHG�
EODFN��e������

�X �������6)��%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��1R�b���6QDLOEHDFK�'LVWULFW�
5DLOZD\V�EODFN��e������

�X ���������%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��1R�b�����:HOVK�+LJKODQG�
5DLOZD\�/LQHG�PDURRQ��e������

�X �������6)��%DOGZLQ�������'�WDQN��1R�b(����Sid��65�0DXQVHOO�
JUHHQ��e������

N
GAUGE

DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES
�X ���������&ODVVb������������The Flying Dustman, 

*%5Ib%LIID�UHG��e������

N
GAUGE

ROLLING STOCK
�X ���������:'���W�Ō3DUURWō�%RJLH�%ROVWHU�%��%5� 

JUH\��e�����

�X �������%��%5�0Nb��5HVWDXUDQW�8QFODVVLILHG��%5� 
PDURRQ��e�����

�X �������&����W�VWHHO�VORSH�VLGHG�PLQHUDO�ZDJRQ�ZLWK�ULYHWHG�
VLGH�GRRU��%5�JUH\��e�����

Graham Farish
Ō1ōbJDXJH�PRGHOOHUV�ZLOO�EH�
SOHDVHG�WR�VHH�DbFRXSOH�RI�
QHZ�SURGXFWV�LQ�WKH�*UDKDP�
)DULVK�UDQJH��LQFOXGLQJ�*%5I�
&ODVVb���������The�Flying 
Dustman,�LQ�WKH�VWULNLQJ�%LIID�
5HG�DGYHUWLVLQJ�OLYHU\��7KHUHōV�
DOVR�D�IXUWKHU�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�
IRUWKFRPLQJ�:'bŌ3DUURWō�ŴDW�
ZDJRQ��GHSLFWLQJ�WKH���7�
%RJLH�%ROVWHU�%�LQ�%5�FRQGLWLRQ� 
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In brief

Opening the box

ABSOLUTE ASPECTS 

REBOOTS ‘N’ RANGE
Modern signal specialist 
Absolute Aspects is pleased 
to announce that its 
manufacturing lead times 
have dropped to two 
months. As everything they 
create is hand-built to order, 
this is no mean feat. Also, 
DIWHU�PDQ\�UHTXHVWV��DbQHZ�
DQG�LPSURYHG�Ō1ōbJDXJH�
range will be released in 
2021, including two, three 
or four-aspect signals with 
the added options of 
junction indicators and 
position lights.
Web:  
www.absoluteaspects.com

HATTONS ‘GENESIS’: 
PROGRESS REPORT

ACCURASCALE ANNOUNCES FIRST STEAM LOCO
Accurascale has announced the 

development of its first steam 

outline model; the GWR Collett 

‘Manor’ 4-6-0 in ‘OO’. Having 

consulted a range of GWR 

experts and performed surveys 

of four different surviving 

locomotives, the new ‘Manor’ 

looks set to be impressive.

Development is well under 

way, and Accurascale is offering 

a range of detail and tender 

options, plus a comprehensive 

technical specification, including 

a three-pole motor with 

flywheel, all-wheel power 

collection, a flickering firebox 

light and a 21-pin DCC socket in 

the tender. Sound-fitted versions 

will also be available.

Delivery is anticipated for Q4 

2021 with prices for DCC-ready 

set at £169.99 for DC/DCC-ready 

locomotives, and £259.99 for 

DCC sound-fitted locomotives. 

You can place a pre-order 

direct with Accurascale 

with a £30 deposit to 

secure your order, or 

via one of 90 stockists. 

00
GAUGE

M
odel Rail was 

given the 

opportunity to 

examine an 

engineering prototype of one 

of Hattons forthcoming 

‘OO’ gauge ‘Genesis’ six-wheel 

carriages – and, although a few 

tweaks are needed, it’s showing 

plenty of promise. This 

three-compartment brake 

vehicle features excellent 

moulded panel and door detail, 

while the rooftop and 

underframe are also impressive, 

with a full array of brake gear 

installed, along with a gas tank 

and plumbing for the interior 

light fittings. 

Metal running boards, 

footsteps, wire handrails, brass 

buffers and separate lamp 

brackets all add a touch of class. 

The sample ran smoothly over 

a variety of curves and turnout 

radii, thanks to a sliding centre 

axle unit and pivoting NEM 

coupler pockets. 

A substantial range of 

vehicles is being offered and 

the first batch of livery samples 

are due soon.

�X For more information, see 

www.hattons.co.uk

Ten locomotives will be 
released initially:
GWR (original chimney)
7801 Anthony Manor in GWR 
plain green with monogram 
�ŴXVK�WHQGHU�ERG\�QDUURZ�
hornplates)
7818 Granville Manor in GWR 
plain green with G-crest-W on 
WHQGHU��ULYHWHG�WHQGHU�ERG\�
narrow hornplates)
7819 Hinton Manor in GWR 
plain green with GWR on 
WHQGHU��ŴXVK�WHQGHU�ERG\�
narrow hornplates)
BR (original chimney)
7814 Fringford Manor BR 
unlined black with large early 
FUHVW��ULYHWHG�WHQGHU�ERG\�
wide hornplates)
7820 Dinmore Manor BR lined 
EODFN�ZLWK�HDUO\�FUHVW��ŴXVK�
WHQGHU�ERG\�ZLGH�KRUQSODWHV�

BR (redraughted chimney)
7800 Torquay Manor 
%5bOLQHGbJUHHQ�ZLWK�ODWH�
FUHVWb�ULYHWHG�WHQGHU�ERG\�
narrow hornplates)
7810 Draycott Manor BR lined 
green with early crest (riveted 
WHQGHU�ERG\�ZLGH�KRUQSODWHV�
7812 Erlestoke Manor BR 
OLQHGbJUHHQ�ZLWK�ODWH�FUHVW�
�ŴXVK�WHQGHU�ERG\�QDUURZ�
hornplates)
7824 Ilford Manor BR unlined 
black with large early crest 
�ŴXVK�WHQGHU�ERG\�QDUURZ�
hornplates)
Preserved 
7808 Cookham Manor GWR 
plain green with monogram 
�ŴXVK�WHQGHU�ERG\�ZLGH�
hornplates)
Availability:  
www.accurascale.co.uk

TASTY TPE & CALEDONIAN SLEEPER Mkb�s
Accurascale has also released 

images of its ‘OO’ Mk 5 coach 

tooling samples. Both the 

Caledonian Sleeper vehicles and 

Trans-Pennine Express Mk 5a 

stock are progressing well, with 

the TPE Driving Trailer looking 

particularly striking. 

All of the Mk 5s will come 

with an optional magnetic 

close-coupling system for 

ultra-realistic operation and painted 

samples are due soon, with 

production models likely to appear 

towards the back end of this year. 

See www.accurascale.co.uk 

for more details.

CAVALEX HOPPERS 

TAKE STEP FORWARD
The iconic HAA and 
&'$bWZLQ�D[OH�KRSSHU�
wagons being produced 
LQbŌ22ō�E\�&DYDOH[�KDYH�
progressed to the EP 
VWDJH�b$bIHZ�QHFHVVDU\�
tweaks have been 
LGHQWLƓHGbEHIRUH�SDLQWHG�
VDPSOHVbDUH�GXH�WR�EH�
produced, following the 
Chinese New Year holiday.
Web:  
www.cavalexmodels.com
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WWW.ACCURASCALE.CO.UK

accurascale
HAULING BRITAIN RANGE, BY

3OHDVH�QRWH�WKDW�WKH�LPDJHV�RI�WKH�0DQRU�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�ƓUVW�HQJLQHHULQJ�H[DPSOHV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�UHFHLYHG��DV�VXFK�WKH\�GR�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�UHSUHVHQW� 

WKH�ƓQDO�EXLOGV�RI�WKH�PRGHOV��DV�UHƓQHPHQWV�WR�WKH�WRROLQJ�DQG�ƓW�PD\�\HW�WDNH�SODFH�DQG�HUURQHRXV�LWHPV�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�RPLWWHG�

INTRODUCING ACCURASCALE’S FIRST STEAM LOCOMOTIVE...

TO THE MANOR BORN: 

GWR 78XX 4-6-0 MANOR CLASS
1:76.2/00 SCALE. TEN VERSIONS AVAILABLE. ARRIVING Q4 2021

JUST £169.99 DCC READY/£259.99 DCC SOUND FITTED.
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Opening the box
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS 

AND JOBS AT KERNOW
Kernow Model Rail Centre has 

moved its mail order 

operation to a new ware-

house, located close to its 

existing Camborne store. The 

company has gone through 

immense growth in recent 

years and the new warehouse 

is solely for the mail order 

operation and will not be 

open to the public. The stores 

at Camborne and Guildford 

will continue to serve 

customers in accordance with 

the latest Covid-19 restric-

tions. All existing contact 

details and order methods 

remain the same. 

As a result of this growth, 

Kernow is also looking to ex-

pand the team. There are new 

opportunities for customer 

service staff based at the 

Camborne branch and also 

additional staff on the picking 

and packing side at the new 

warehouse (if you’re inter-

ested in any of the new roles, 

email: sales@kernowmodel 

railcentre.com).

Further developments 

have included the Kernow 

team approving the 

much-anticipated ‘OO’ ex 

LSWR/SR 10ton Road Van for 

production. First introduced 

by the LSWR in 1884, almost 

500 examples were built, 

making them the most 

numerous LSWR Goods Brake 

Van. Featuring a set of side 

doors for the loading of 

parcels or other goods, they 

were known as road vans, 

rather than brake vans.

Production should 

commence at the end of 

March, with shipment to the 

UK during May/June. 

Details of the ten versions 

being produced can be found 

on Kernow Model Rail 

Centre’s website. 

Web: www.kernowmodel

railcentre.com

C
ontinuing the 

company’s focus on 

key mineral and steel 

wagons of the British 

Rail era, Accurascale’s next 

‘OO’ gauge model will be 

a rendition of the ‘Coil A’ rolled 

strip steel wagons. The need for 

specialised rolling stock to 

convey steel coils in large 

quantities prompted BR to 

create a host of different 

vehicle types in the late 1950s 

and early 1960s.

The model will represent BR’s 

Diagram 1/412 version, 50 

of which were built at 

Derby Works. All were 

fitted with roller bearings 

and vacuum brakes and 

the steel coils were 

carried transversely in 

a timber-lined well. 

A nylon hood, supported 

by three movable bars, 

protected the steel from 

the elements. Employed 

across the network, the 

‘Coil A’ fleet carried coils from 

steel plants to customers in 

North and South Wales, Teeside, 

Scotland, the Midlands, 

ACCURASCALE REVEALS ‘COIL A’ 
TRIPLE PACKS FOR AUTUMN

Yorkshire and the South of 

England. They also carried 

export traffic to various ports.

Development of the model is 

well advanced and there’s 

a wealth of detail on offer, 

with a full interior being 

rendered beneath 

a removable tarpaulin. 

Wagons will be offered in 

triple packs, covering 

their full careers from 

1962-1992 and the models 

are due for delivery around 

autumn 2021. 

Price: £74.95 per pack

Availability:  

www.accurascale.co.uk
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Osborn’s Models is offering an exclusive 

version of Dapol’s ‘N’ gauge ‘Western’ as 

D1000 Western Enterprise. Limited to 200 

pieces, the famous diesel-hydraulic sports 

‘desert sand’ livery and features a weathered 

finish (£135.00). Also on offer is a new addition 

to Osborn’s British Commercial Classics range 

of 3D-printed ‘N’ gauge vehicles, in the form of 

a Dennis refuse truck (£15.95). Supplied in fully 

finished format, it comes complete with 

a binman figure. 

Availability: 01237 423 453 

Web: www.osbornsmodels.com

OSBORN’S SHOWS ENTERPRISE

Revolution Trains has received the 

first EP samples of its forthcoming 

‘N’ gauge MMA and JNA ‘Ealnos’ 

box wagons. Introduced as 

recently as 2016, these wagons 

have now become the dominant 

box wagon on the modern 

network, with more than 900 in 

REVOLUTION’S BOX WAGONS
service or on order with DB, 

Tarmac/Ermewa, VTG/Mendip 

Rail, Touax, Cappagh and GBRf. 

Wagons in operation with DB 

and Tarmac have nine bodyside 

ribs, while the remainder have 11 

ribs. Within both types, some also 

have small bodyside doors to aid 

cleaning out the inside. 

Revolution has 

tooled all variants of the body 

style and corresponding body or 

bogie-mounted brake equipment.

The wagons are available to 

pre-order with a variety of running 

numbers in DB Red, Ermewa, 

Ermewa/Tarmac grey, Mendip Rail 

silver, VTG silver/VTG dark blue/

VTG mid blue, GBRf dark blue, 

Cappagh blue and Touax oxide red.

For most liveries a version with 

a flashing red tail lamp is being 

offered; this is hidden by 

a moulded plastic ‘load’ and all 

wagons will be provided with both 

a flat floor and the moulded load. 

This ‘N’ gauge model follows the 

well-received ‘OO’ version 

released in 2019.

The samples are now being 

checked for accuracy. Decorated 

samples are due in the Spring, with 

the order book closing shortly 

after and the models going into 

production. It’s anticipated that 

some models will be available later 

from retailers for those who prefer 

not to pre-order, however the price 

is likely to be higher.

Web: www.revolutiontrains.com
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Opening the box

T
he Nuremberg 

International Toy Fair 

usually plays host to 

well over 2,000 

exhibitors from more than 60 

countries, over a five-day 

period. Instead of its usual 

January slot, the fair has been 

NUREMBERG SHOW 
POSTPONED… 

rescheduled to July 20-24 2021 

owing to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

However, that hasn’t prevented 

some leading European 

manufacturers from announcing 

a host of new items ‘virtually’ 

this month. Some of the 

highlights include…

…BUT NEW PRODUCTS ANNOUNCED FROM MAJOR EUROPEAN BRANDS

Peter Marriott writes…

AUHAGEN 
Auhagen has released a host of 

new ‘HO’ scale plastic kits and 

accessories aimed at construc-

tion sites, including cranes, 

steel girders, carpenters at 

work on a roof, lumber piles, 

window frames and all manner 

of tools and equipment. Its 

range of modelling tools and 

paints has also been expanded, 

while a new range of flexible 

foam track risers has also been 

announced for various scales.

Web: www.goldenvalley 

hobbies.com

 BUSCH 
Busch is offering an impressive 

agricultural grain silo set along 

with an LPG gas station for ‘HO’, 

along with lots of themed 

figure and accessory sets, such 

as outside barbecues and 

e-scooters and riders. There are 

also some attractive trees in 

blossom and lots of new road 

vehicles in various scales. 

More new starter sets for 

Busch’s popular ‘HOf’ Feldbahn 

narrow gauge system are 

available, which offer plenty of 

 FALLER 
Faller celebrates its 75th 

anniversary by announcing 

over 200 new products for the 

first half of this year, across 

various scales. Bran Castle is a 

huge, limited-edition ‘HO’ 

model of the legendary castle 

fortress in Romania. In addition, 

there are new petrol stations, 

bus depots, hot air balloons, 

more new figures, trees and a 

new water effect product. The 

ready-to-connect LED lighting 

range has been extended for 

use in street and park scenes, 

while Faller’s famous moving 

car system undergoes its most 

comprehensive upgrade to 

date, with new wireless 

hardware in a handy USB stick, 

optimised graphics display and 

a new software interface 

featuring a dark mode option.

Web: www.faller.de

 NOCH
Noch has a ‘Good Old Days’ 

theme this year, with packs of 

‘HO’, ‘TT’ and ‘N’ gauge figures 

and accessories including 

archaeologists, road workers 

and cyclists. The new hobby 

figures are painted a little more 

simply, resulting in a lower price. 

There are sound effect units for 

chickens and a tree-felling gang. 

Themed figure sets feature a 

flower stall, fish stall, coffee 

stand and a hot dog stand. Also 

new this year are weather-resist-

ant figures for ‘G’ scale.

Some novel hard foam ‘HO’ 

diorama bases include a 

cemetery, plus a dinosaur and 

Roman excavation sites. Other 

diorama sets include a burning 

house and a micro motion 

horse-riding arena, and there 

are some nice new grass mats, 

vegetation sets and ground 

cover foliage in a number of 

colour and texture finishes. 

Finally, the Easy Track System 

enables a modular layout to be 

constructed on multiple levels.

Web: www.noch.com

potential for UK industrial 

narrow gauge enthusiasts. 

Web: www.busch-model.com/

englisch



SR/BR Leader

We proudly announce that we will be 

producing the SR/BR Leader Class 

model.  Designed by Oliver Bulleid.  

The Leader was a class of experimental 
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actually a steam powered loco.  The 

Leader project was part of Bulleid's 

desire to modernise the steam 
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gained with the Southern Railway's
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21-pin DCC socket with easy access.
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     You asked for it, and 

 we’re going to make it !!!    
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Available to order NOW    
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he older I get, the 

more I find myself 

quoting those who 

went before me. 

I seem to start many a sentence 

with “My Mum used to say…” 

especially when talking to my 

grandchildren. It’s nice to be able 

to quote them some words of 

wisdom from their great 

Grandma. My Dad was no great 

handyman and often used to say, 

of himself, “a bad workman 

always blames his tools.” I guess 

today’s bad workmen (and 

women) blame Microsoft and Apple!

Where modelling is concerned I have favourite tools 

and I know I’m not alone in that. I recall, in the early 

days of Model Rail, trying to get Dave Lowery to invest 

in a new pair of scissors because his step-by-step 

pictures, including a pair of scissors with a broken 

handle, did not look very good. The scissors were 

a favourite pair with which he was 

comfortable and there was no way he 

would part with them!

I have tools that I love, too, and 

one or two that I hate. Let’s talk 

about the tools I love, though. I guess 

most modellers will have their 

favourite tools and those tools will 

relate directly to the aspect of the 

hobby that they most enjoy. Mine are 

mostly related to working in card, styrene sheet and 

balsa and have been with me for a very long time. You 

can’t make structures out of those materials without 

measuring, drawing and cutting out and that’s where 

all of my favourite tools come in to play. Most of them 

have a very long history now.

My drawing instruments date from secondary 

school when I was 13 and started my GCE ‘O’-level 

Technical Drawing course. We were taught to look 

after our kit and this basic schoolkids’ set has 

served me well ever since. 

I use steel rules more for cutting out than for 

measuring. I find a clear plastic rule easier to read 

when I am measuring in millimetres but I needed 

a steel straightedge for cutting out. I found one in the 

shed of my childhood home, where I lived with my 

aunt and grandmother. I was always puzzled by the 

two sets of slightly different inch markings on the old, 

dirty and impossible-to-clean rule, until I noticed 

some wording faintly etched into the plain back of it. 

‘Lagonda 1/10 per foot shrinkage rule.’

My aunt had been company secretary of the 

Lagonda Motor Company at Staines and this had 

evidently come from their drawing office. It must have 

been used for drawings related to cast components 

which, of course, shrink in manufacture. In its new 

career it is a wonderful tool for cutting against 

because, being around 100 years old, it is much thicker 

than modern equivalents. My other, longer, steel 

straightedges are also work-related, being what was 

known as ‘typescales’ used in print and publishing in 

the days before computers. The measurements are in 

points and picas, as well as millimetres.

My craft knives are all former scalpels as that’s 

what Swann-Morton made them for before surgeons 

used disposable ones. The handles are 

stainless steel so that they could be 

sterilized. The long, slender one is 

a particular favourite as it is so easy to use. 

It was given to me by my wife, who was 

a microbiologist. It came from the lab where 

she worked and I’ve never seen another like 

it. It takes the standard blades, too. 

Finally, as I’ve been painting a lot of 

backscenes recently, I’ve brought into use 

a nice wooden box made, I believe, by one of 

my wife’s uncles as a project in the 1930s using 

recycled plywood. It’s perfect for storing tubes 

of paint. Nothing beats model-making with 

familiar tools and every one has a story to tell.

T

 ,W�LV�DbZRQGHUIXO�WRRO�IRU�
FXWWLQJ�DJDLQVW�EHFDXVH��
EHLQJbDURXQG�����\HDUV�ROG��
LWbLV�PXFK�WKLFNHU�WKDQ�
PRGHUQbHTXLYDOHQWV�

Modelling diary: Chris Leigh 
The halt in the top picture is now in place on my 
Ō1ōbJDXJH�OD\RXW�DQG�DQRWKHU�ORFNGRZQ�SURMHFW�ƓQLVKHV�

Opinion

According 
to Chris…

…a bad workman 
blames his tools, 
but what about the 
rest of us? 

My school drawing instruments plus the essential adjustable 

setsquare. There are two bow pens, useful for lining models.

Three Swann-Morton labo-

ratory scalpels, including my 

slender-handled favourite. 

Also two typescales and the 

grubby Lagonda shrinkage 

rule with its two slightly 

different inch markings.



Subscribe and save

Save over £15
when you subscribe to

www.greatmagazines.co.uk/ 

SUBSCRIBE BY PHONE OR 
ONLINE QUOTE: AHAA

Lines open  
Mon-Fri 0830-2130,
Sat 0800-1600 01858 438884

“Model Rail 
magazine’s ethos is 
to encourage 

modellers of all ages and abilities 
to enjoy the world’s greatest 
creative hobby.
Each month, we offer you 

unrivalled coverage of the most 
compelling layouts, plus all the 
latest news, independent reviews 
and a healthy dose of prototype 
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Steel in

the limelight
Kyle Humphries knew that there was only one way to get a true-to-life 

rendition of Port Talbot steelworks – scratchbuilding. 
Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard  Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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Scratchbuilding is the perfect way to get exactly what you need, and when you incorporate it into DbOD\RXW�ZLWK�NLWV�LW�UHDOO\�VWDQGV�RXW��7R�VFUDWFKEXLOG�DbZKROH�OD\RXW�WDNHV�DbORW�RI�WLPH�DQG�HIIRUW��EXW�DV�.\OH�KDV�VKRZQ�ZLWK�Ō)XUQDFHb�ō��the rewards can be 
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT FURNACE 5

2

ome modellers class themselves as 

‘operators’ – those for whom the joy of 

running trains far outweighs the 

enjoyment of building. Other modellers 

see themselves as ‘builders’, primarily gaining 

enjoyment from the construction of a layout. 

Kyle Humphries freely admits that he falls into 

the latter of these two categories and his Port 

Talbot-based ‘Furnace 5’ layout has already been 

sold, allowing him to start building his next 

project. But what drove Kyle to create his first 

layout and, what’s more, scratchbuild 

S
everything from the buildings to the locomotives?

“I’ve been modelling from a very young age, but 

this was my first ‘proper’ layout,” explains Kyle. 

“I grew up around the steelworks industry at Port 

Talbot, so it was only natural that it would form the 

basis for the model. I had one goal for my first 

layout: build something good enough to show at 

an exhibition or to be featured in a modelling 

magazine.” With a scenic section measuring just 

3½ft and a 1ft fiddleyard, space was at a premium. 

However, for several reasons, this was exactly 

how Kyle wanted it.
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7KH��'�SULQWHG�SDUWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZRUNPHQōV�RIƓFH�

7KH�FXWDZD\�EXLOGLQJ�JLYHV�YLHZHUV�D�ORRN�
LQVLGH�WKH�ZDUHKRXVH�

$bVPDOO�UDLVHG�VHFWLRQ�DW�WKH�IURQW�LV�VXEWOH�EXW�LV�
HQRXJK�WR�DYRLG�D�PXQGDQH��ŴDW�DSSHDUDQFH�
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things we like3

“,bKDG�RQH�JRDO�IRU�P\�ƓUVW�
OD\RXW��EXLOG�VRPHWKLQJ�

JRRG�HQRXJK�WR�VKRZ�DW�DQ�
H[KLELWLRQ�RU�WR�EH�IHDWXUHG�
LQ�DbPRGHOOLQJ�PDJD]LQH”
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“The problem I have with building layouts is that 

I get bored really quickly and have to move on to 

something else, so a small layout gave me a much 

higher chance of achieving completion. It also meant 

that I didn’t have to model as much of the vast 

expanse of Port Talbot steelworks. I believe, in its 

heyday, it was several miles from one side to the 

other. I got a tour of the plant with my Dad when 

the works learned about my layout and, even riding 

on one of the locomotives, it still took about 25 

minutes to get from one side of the site to the other.

“My layout is set anywhere between the 1990s and 

the present day, but leans more towards the 1990s 

when Port Talbot had five blast furnaces. I was on the 

receiving end of a pleasant coincidence when 

I purchased an off-the-shelf industrial Gaugemaster 

backscene to wrap around the three sides of the 

boxed layout. It was only when I got it home and 

unrolled it that I stared at it and went ‘hang on, 

that looks familiar’. As it turns out I had 

a backscene of the Port Talbot works with the five 

furnaces as it was in the 1990s!”

START FROM SCRATCH
As many modellers know, building a depiction of 

a real location brings with it the need to 

scratchbuild, unless you are fortunate enough to 

model an area that a manufacturer has selected as the 

subject for a range of buildings. Kyle also found 

himself with another obstacle which most modellers 

don’t have to think about: getting locomotives and 

Kyle didn’t have a clue what 

he wanted the layout to look 

like when he started – one of the 

reasons it took four attempts to 

complete some aspects of it! This 

was the first layout Kyle built and 

the blast tower is his favourite 

part. He found it a challenge to 

get it looking dominant enough to 

be believable, but not so big that 

it took up the whole scene and 

overpowered the rest of the layout.

5

3

4
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT FURNACE 5

The blast furnace is 

a Greggs coffee cup 

turned upside-down. This 

took Kyle four attempts 

to get right because 

different companies 

have different sized cups, 

and only the Greggs one 

looked right. Some of the 

pipes were made from 

mains cable.

Kyle finds that there is a fine 

line between realism and 

entertainment at shows. 

For example, it takes about 

an hour for a wagon to be 

filled at the works in real life, 

but at a show, where people 

might be watching, he needs 

to keep things moving so 

compromises have been 

made on the realism to keep 

people entertained.

76

8
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rolling stock to look something like those which 

operate at the steelworks.

“Most people will have a layout that is based in, 

let’s say, the Western Region and they can choose 

from WR ready-to-run models to populate the layout. 

As the steelworks needed locomotives and rolling 

stock to meet a specification, there is nothing 

ready-to-run that really suited my needs. With the 

wagons in particular, the closest thing on the market 

are old Lima models but even these weren’t even 

close to what I needed. 

“At the shows I was able to take the layout to before 

they were all cancelled, it was the Torpedo ladle 

wagons and slag wagons that drew the most 

attention. I found it interesting that many people 

thought the orange glow was a light inside the 

wagon. Really, it’s just some orange paint! The build 

up of molten material around the rim is another 

favourite of mine. I used sea salt to get a rough 

surface, painted it a dark colour and then a gentle 

brush with some lighter paint highlights the raised 

sections. The locomotives have also been completely 



32 Model Rail 284 March 2021

Gauge and scale: 4mm:1ft, 16.5mm gauge, ‘OO’

Time to build: Six months

Size: �IWb�LQ�E\��IWb�LQ

Track: Code 75

Power and control: DCC

FACTFILE: ‘FURNACE 5’

4ft 6in

All of my free time is spent modelling and 

satisfying the layout builder’s itch from which 

so many of us suffer! If I do have some time 

DZD\�IURP�WKH�ZRUNEHQFK�,�HQMR\�DbELW�RI�

mountain biking and playing darts.

MODELLER CV:  
KYLE HUMPHRIES

1f
t 

6
in

Above: 

The building in the bottom 

left was a bit of an afterthought 

but Kyle found he needed something to fill that 

corner. He then came up with the idea of having it 

as a cutaway building rather than a solid wall so that 

people could see inside. 

1
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‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT FURNACE 5

scratchbuilt to bring them closer in appearance to the 

ones used at the steelworks. At my first show, 

somebody who had driven the real locomotives for 

several decades pointed out that the names were 

incorrectly applied, but each now has the right name! 

I used the Bachmann ‘Underground Ernie’ model for 

the chassis and then built the body of each locomotive 

from 0.25mm plastic card.”

STAGE MANAGER
When you travel to an exhibition and observe all of the 

layouts on show, have you ever considered what you 

are looking at and how you are viewing it? Do you pay 

more attention to the scenery and think of it as a 3D 

work of art, or are you more interested in the trains 

dancing across the layout as though they’re putting on 

a live performance? For Kyle, treating his layout like 

a theatre stage helps him to visualise how he wants it 

to look, even when he isn’t too sure!

“The layout sits within an enclosed box, apart from 

the viewing side, so not only is it protected but it 

makes it easy to lift and carry. I think of the scenic 

section as the main stage and then the fiddleyard as 

the wings, with locomotives waiting for their turn to 

come on and perform. Speaking of the fiddleyard, that 

gave me no end of problems at my first show in 

Penarth in 2019. What I hadn’t accounted for was quite 

how necessary it is for the track to cross a baseboard 

join at right angles for reliable running. I have two 

lines going to the fiddleyard and while the back one is 

straight the front is at quite an angle and I spent the 

first couple of hours underneath the board trying to fix 

the connection. After that I made some adjustments to 

that line to bring it closer to a perpendicular crossing 

and added a catch rail, I haven’t had a single 

derailment since!”

Now a serial layout builder, Kyle is always looking 

to sell his completed projects on so that he can 

begin working on his next one. ‘Furnace 5’s’ first 

show was at Penarth in 2019 and Kyle had the 

intention of selling it after his booked shows for 2020. 

Once all the shows were cancelled, he sold it before 

the country went into the first lockdown and started 

work on his next layout (which will be featured in 

a future issue of Model Rail). This one has also been 

sold and he is now working on a 10ft fictional branch 

line. Who knows how many more he will have 

completed by the time you read this! 

9
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9
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DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the
fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby.

As the first new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK.
DIGITRAINS now has over 12 years experience to share. 
Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 

through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 
free advice, a decoder installation service and the best 

DCC 'test drive' facility around.

Don’t leave that major purchase to chance!
Why not visit our shop? Our comprehensive 
library of loco sounds can be demonstrated.

We stock 1,000s of products from 
more than 30 leading manufacturers. 
And don't worry if you're not digital. 
We're also a traditional model shop, 

holding all the major ready-to-run lines
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windon Works: was there any 

other railway works that was 

more akin to an English stately 

home? You can almost imagine 

that, amid the red and blue brick of A Shop, 

genteel and cultured people went about 

building steam locomotives in a way 

that was right and proper and not 

like these ‘oiks from other 

railways’. If you’ve ever seen 

Downton Abbey, you know 

the sort of people we’re 

talking about – those who 

would do anything to 

avoid even the merest 

whiff of scandal.

That’s what makes the 

cover-up that took place at 

Swindon in the winter of 

1924 so shocking. OK, we’re not 

talking anything like the scale of 

Watergate here, but it shook the 

confidence of those involved and would have 

a profound effect on GWR locomotive 

development for the next 20 years.

It’s a crisp December day and a new 

locomotive of a whole new class is being 

steamed in the yard at Swindon for the first 

time. It’s a handsome-looking machine but 

its 0-6-2T wheel arrangement, projecting 

smokebox and inside cylinders are 

completely at odds with the standards set 

by George Jackson Churchward nearly 

a quarter of a century beforehand. 

The gleaming, freshly cast cabside 

numberplate proclaims it to be No. 5600. 

The needle on the pressure gauge 

touches the 200lbs mark so the 

driver gently eases open the 

regulator. After a few feet, 

a horrible grinding noise 

from between the frames 

and a distinctly off-beat 

‘chuff’ from the 

chimney causes the 

driver to hurriedly shut 

the regulator.

The culprit for both 

noises was plain to see: 

where the valve spindle meets 

the extension rod has been left 

unsupported; with the extension rod 

angled down, the thrust from the cylinders 

had bent the valve spindle upwards. 

It was a disaster for chief mechanical 

engineer Charles Collett. He’d only been in 

the post of CME for just shy of two years and 

this debacle on his foray away from 

Churchward’s practices would have severely 

dented his reputation. It didn’t help that 

Collett was already viewed by many as cold 

and aloof, a complete contrast to the 

gregarious and larger than life ‘Old Man’, 

who, though retired, would often pop in to 

see how things were going. 

The worst part about the whole affair was 

that the remaining 49 ‘56XXs’ of Lot 228 were 

already coming together under A Shop’s 

cavernous roof. 

Collett had to act fast. He ordered drawing 

office staff back to their desks to devise 

a solution and the resulting drawings for the 

heavy reinforcing beams, produced hurriedly 

that December, were dated August. This was 

when all the drawings for the new ‘56XX’ 

0-6-2T had been finalised! Staff were told not 

to mention anything – on pain of dismissal. 

We’ll never know why Collett nor chief 

draughtsman Deverell did not spot the initial 

mistake. Collett was still grieving for his 

beloved wife Ethelwyn, whose death in 

Collett 
had to act 

fast. He ordered 
GUDZLQJ�RIƓFH�

staff back to their 
desks to devise 
DbVROXWLRQ�

“

”

S

7KH�Ō��;;ōVō�WURXEOHG�ELUWK�VKRRN�6ZLQGRQ�WR�LWV�FRUH��EXW�
DIWHU�WKH�WHHWKLQJ�WURXEOHV�KDG�EHHQ�LURQHG�RXW��WKH�FODVV�

ZHQW�RQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�UXJJHG�VWDOZDUW��ZULWHV�Richard Foster.

SCANDAL 
in Swindon

This photograph of Rhymney Railway ‘R’ 0-6-2T 

No. 38 at Cardiff East Dock in 1956 shows where 

the inspiration for the ‘56XX’ came from – the 

lengthy coupled wheelbase is very similar! 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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‘56XX’

South Wales was always the natural home of the ‘56XXs’ and Nos. 6624, 5683, 

5648, 6665 and an unidentified fifth bask in the summer sunshine outside 

Radyr shed on August 6 1961. Nos. 6650-6699 were built with shorter pattern 

safety valve bonnets and they were interchanged with the taller variety (as 

illustrated here). Some ‘56XXs’ sported copper cap chimneys. RAIL ONLINE 

March 1923, would continue to dog his career. 

Had the ‘56XX’ embarrassment not taken 

place, he might have been tempted to try new 

concepts. As it was, Collett never strayed 

from Churchward’s design practices ever 

again, which gives rise to claims that GWR 

locomotive design stagnated during the 1930s. 

One factor that might have caused the 

oversight was the sheer amount of work going 

through the Drawing Office as a result of the 

1923 Grouping. Here, the GWR was unique. 

The LNER, LMS and Southern were new 

companies and their chief mechanical 

engineers had to continue to use existing plans 

while they worked out standard designs, often 

fighting against old loyalties from previously 

competing companies. 

The GWR didn’t need to do this. It simply 

absorbed smaller railway companies, 

Right: No. 5669 went new to Cardiff Cathays shed 

in July 1926 and, aside from a three month sojourn 

at Treherbert, was back in the Welsh capital when 

this photograph was taken in May 1927. The ‘56XX’ 

is in original condition: top lamp iron on top of the 

smokebox, cab porthole windows, tall safety valve 

bonnet and no train heating. COLOUR RAIL
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No. 5692 is doing what ‘56XXs’ were 

designed for: hauling loads of coal from 

the Valleys. The 0-6-2T is at the head of 

a loaded coal train through Taffs Wells 

station, bound for Nantgarw coking plant 

on May 13 1965. An English Electric Type 3 

gives assistance from the rear, while 

another waits on the now-closed line to 

Caerphilly. HUGH BALLANTYNE/RAIL 

PHOTOPRINTS
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which gave Swindon the chance to properly 

assess its locomotive fleets. Unsuitable 

locomotives were withdrawn, while the 

Drawing Office had to devise ways of 

upgrading locomotives with life left in them 

to bring them up to Swindon standards by 

fitting them with standard GWR fittings. 

This logical approach to motive power 

matters swamped Swindon’s Drawing Office. 

This swift culling of life-expired 

machinery caused the final ingredient in 

this perfect storm. 

The South Wales coal fields were a source of 

considerable revenue for the GWR. 

Churchward had included a locomotive for 

hauling coal through the Valleys as part of his 

revolutionary standardisation programme in 

the form of the superlative ‘42XX’ 2-8-0T. But 

the GWR had competition in this corner of 

Wales from the Barry, Cardiff, Rhymney and 

Taff Vale railways and inside-cylinder 0-6-2Ts 

formed the bulk of each railway’s fleet. 

Unfortunately, the GWR’s great cull left 

these newly absorbed lines with a shortage of 

locomotives and, as well as working out how 

to standardise a myriad of locomotive 

designs, the Swindon Drawing Office had to 

rush out an all-new 0-6-2T to fill the gaps.

Inspiration for the ‘56XX’ came from the 

Rhymney Railway’s ‘R’ 0-6-2T. The RR had 

ordered 15 of these big, powerful machines, 

designed by the railway’s engineer Charles 

Hurry Riches, in three batches from Robert 

Stephenson, Hudswell Clarke and Beyer 

Peacock between 1907 and 1921. Collett’s team 

simply designed an ‘R’ but with standard 

GWR wheels, tanks, cab and bunker, and 

topped it off with the No. 2 boiler. Only the 

inside cylinders and the valve gear were new. 

Such was the hurry for these new locomotives 

that the first 50 had been ordered straight from 

the drawing board. 

The ‘56XX’s’ inauspicious start in life was 

quickly forgotten when the locomotives 

entered service. They had bags of power, 

accelerated quickly and could run at a fair 

old pace, although fitters and crews might 

have wondered why a huge crossmember 

between the frames made the inside motion 

difficult to access. 

That first batch of ‘56XXs’ (Nos. 5600-5650) 

were joined by a further 50, built at Swindon 

in 1926-27 (Nos. 5650-5699), followed by 50 

more in 1927-1928 (No. 6600-49). Financial aid 

from the Government was available for 

railways to place orders for locomotives from 

outside builders in order to maintain 

employment levels and the GWR took full 

advantage of this. It ordered a further 50 

‘56XXs’ (Nos. 6650-6699) from Armstrong 

Whitworth, which managed to deliver five 

locomotives a week from its Scotswood 

factory on Tyneside to Swindon. 

It speaks volumes that out of 200 

locomotives, only Nos. 5619, 5693, 6625, 

6630-33 and 6694-6699 didn’t go new to 

sheds in South Wales. However, as time 

passed, ‘56XXs’ could be found at sheds 

throughout most of the GWR network, 

except probably Cornwall, although the 

greatest concentration was always in South 

Wales. A 1957 survey revealed that London 

Division had nine, Bristol Division ten, 

Wolverhampton Division 29 and Worcester 

Division three, whereas Newport, Neath and 

Cardiff Valleys shared 149 between them. 

GWR locomotives had been stripped of 

their brass and copper finery during the First 

World War and the ‘austerity’ period 

continued for years afterwards. However, 

enthusiasts welcomed the fact that the 

‘56XXs’ entered service with copper cap 

chimneys. They entered service in GWR 

mid-chrome green with ‘Great Western’ 

lettering on the tanks. The lettering was 

replaced by the ‘shirtbutton’ roundel from 

1936, followed by GWR initials during the 

1940s. Being South Wales locomotives, the 

‘56XXs’ received the curious sans-serif block 

initials that were apparently applied by 

Caerphilly Works owing to a shortage of the 

standard GWR typeface. 

Collett may not have designed any wholly 

The ‘56XXs’ were equally at home on passenger 

workings as they were on coal trains. With the 

carrying axle at the rear, they arguably rode 

better in reverse. No. 6685 passes Cogan Junction 

with four non-gangway coaches on July 12 1959. 

TREVOR OWEN/COLOUR RAIL

The ‘56XXs’ received 

the distinctive balance 

weights on the centre 

driving axle in order to 

prevent axlebox wear. 

No. 5618 also has steam 

heating, later pattern 

tank vents and the top 

lamp iron mounted 

on the smokebox 

door. The seam on 

the tank side reveals 

that it has received 

the modification 

designed to prevent 

corrosion at the 

bottom of the tanks. 

HUGH BALLANTYNE/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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new locomotives again but what he and his 

team did produce, from ‘Halls’ and ‘Granges’ 

to ‘Large Prairies’ and ‘2251s’ between 1924 

and his retirement in July 1941, were quite 

often hugely successful. One of the 

outstanding successes was the ‘57XX’ 0-6-0PT. 

Its underpinnings were wholly Victorian 

but the ‘57XX’ was a powerful and popular 

design. It could do anything the slightly more 

powerful ‘56XX’ could and was perfect for the 

twisting, steeply graded branches in the 

Valleys. The ‘57XXs’ introduction in 1929 

curtailed the construction of further ‘56XXs’ 

– and 863 panniers would be built.

Their start might have been inauspicious 

but the ‘56XX’ was one of the last GWR 

designs to remain in service. 

All 200 passed into BR’s hands at 

nationalisation in 1948. They were all over 20 

years old and their age – or, rather corrosion in 

the bottom of the water tanks – forced BR to 

issue a large scale repair programme. Rather 

than simply patch corrosion, replacement 

sections were welded in place, which is easily 

recognisable by the prominent seam line that 

divides the tanks in half. Some ‘56XXs’ 

received completely new tanks.

Some ‘56XXs’ carried British Railways 

lettering in the GWR’s Egyptian typeface, 

whereas others received BR’s Gill Sans 

lettering. Nos. 5641, 5655 and 5688 carried 

a little-known interim BR livery of plain green 

with no lettering or emblem and a small ‘W’ 

under the cabside numberplate. 

BR decreed that, as predominantly goods 

locomotives, the ‘56XXs’ were to be painted 

unlined black. During the mid-1950s, BR’s 

senior bosses relaxed the rules on painting, 

allowing the Western Region to start painting 

express locomotives lined green and 

secondary passenger classes unlined green. 

From January 1957, Western Region 

management issued instructions that all green 

locomotives should be lined. This included 

members of classes that the GWR had 

considered ‘freight designs’ if they were 

predominantly used on passenger duties. 

That’s why, during 1957, Nos. 5696 and 6685 

were turned out in lined green livery; over 20 

of their sisters would also receive the livery. 

Western Region steam came to an end on 

January 3 1966, aside from the Somerset & 

Dorset Joint Railway which closed in March, 

but that didn’t mean that BR had rid itself of 

Great Western-designed steam locomotives. 

Regional boundary changes had meant that 

several former GWR sheds in the West 

Midlands had passed into the hands of the 

London Midland Region, along with Croes 

Newydd shed near Wrexham. When ‘Castle’ 

No. 7029 Clun Castle worked the final 

Oxford-Banbury service, bringing down the 

curtain on steam on the Western Region, the 

final two ‘56XXs’, Nos. 5605 and 6697, were still 

hard at work in Denbighshire. It couldn’t last, 

however, and both were withdrawn by the end 

of May, which only left panniers – two ‘16XXs’ 

and 19 ‘57XXs’ – to keep the GWR flag flying; 

by the end of the year, they were gone too. 

With operational GWR locomotives at 

a premium, those final survivors attracted the 

attention of the Great Western Society. It had 

added Cookham Manor, ‘Large Prairie’ No. 6106 

and Burton Agnes Hall to its collection by the 

time the last ‘56XXs’ were withdrawn and its 

Bristol Group bought No. 6697 direct from BR. 

No. 6697 had become a minor celebrity as it 

worked the Birmingham Snow Hill-Chester 

leg of the Stephenson Locomotive Society’s 

‘Farewell to GWR Locos & LYR 2-6-0s’ railtour 

of March 27 1966. The 0-6-2T should have 

:KHUH�WR�VHH�DbŌ��;;ō
At the time of writing, the greatest 

JDWKHULQJ�RI�Ō��;;Vō�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�DW�

WKHb6ZLQGRQ�	�&ULFNODGH�5DLOZD\��

7HOIRUG�6WHDP�5DLOZD\ōV�RSHUDWLRQDO�

1R�b�����LV�RQ�KLUH�WKHUH�DQG�LV�MRLQHG�

E\�1RV�b�����DQG�������ERWK�RI�ZKLFK�

DUH�XQGHU�RYHUKDXO��
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1R�b�����LV�WKH�Ō��;;ō�WKDWōV�WKH�

IXUWKHVW�DZD\�IURP�*:5�WHUULWRU\��2ZQHG�

E\�WKH�)XUQHVV�5DLOZD\�7UXVW��LWōV�EDVHG�DW�

WKH�5LEEOH�6WHDP�5DLOZD\��$OVR�LQ�WKH�

QRUWK�LV�3HWH�:DWHUPDQōV�1R�b������ZKLFK�

DOVR�DZDLWV�UHVWRUDWLRQ�IURP�VFUDS\DUG�

FRQGLWLRQ��1R�b�����LV�XQGHU�UHVWRUDWLRQ�

DW�WKH�%DUU\�7RXULVW�5DLOZD\�DQG�1R�b�����

LV�RQ�VWDWLF�GLVSOD\�DW�'LGFRW��

A fabulous portrait of No. 6670 at Newton Abbot on 

August 16 1959. The square works plate reveals that 

this was one of the Armstrong Whitworth batch. It 

was one of the ‘56XXs’ to receive a toolbox on the 

side of the steam chest and also sports the later grab 

rails mounted on the band across the boiler that 

supports the tanks. Cabside shutters were fitted to 

the whole class between 1930 and 1939. No. 6670 

ran with an experimental whistle shield in 1932. 

TREVOR OWEN/COLOUR RAIL

No. 6697 is in a deplorable state, lacking 

smokebox and cabside numberplates as it 

stands among the filth at Croes Newydd shed 

on February 2 1966 with one of the shed’s 

trio of ‘16XXs’ and ‘8F’ No. 48122. Happily, the 

locomotive was cleaned for its SLS railtour 

on March 27, the smokebox door ‘plate 

brackets were removed and the number 

was painted on the bufferbeam, GWR-style. 

TREVOR OWEN/COLOUR RAIL
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‘56XX’

Recommended reading
&%�&ROOHWW�$b&RPSHWHQW�6XFFHVVRU�by 
-(�&KDFNVƓHOG��2DNZRRG�3UHVV�

7KH�������7DQN�3DSHUV�1RV�b��	�� by Ian 
6L[VPLWK��,UZHOO�3UHVV�

7KH�/RFRPRWLYHV�RI�WKH�*UHDW�:HVWHUQ�
5DLOZD\�3DUW����5&76�

&ROOHWW�	�+DZNVZRUWK�/RFRPRWLYH by 
%ULDQ�+DUHVQDSH��,DQ�$OODQ�

brought the train back from Chester to Snow 

Hill but it had failed and ‘Black Five’ 

No. 45250 did the job instead. 

What the GWS didn’t know was that of the 

13 ‘56XXs’ bought for scrap by Woodham 

Brothers of Barry, nine would survive long 

enough to be saved by preservation societies. 

Their start might have been more 

unorthodox than most at Swindon Works 

might have wanted. But who, on that fateful 

day in December 1924, would have ever 

believed that, 97 years later, ‘56XXs’ could be 

found as far afield as Lancashire, Derbyshire 

and deepest Kent?

Right: Work started in 1934 to fit recesses to the 

‘56XX’s’ bunkers so that the top lamp iron could 

be fitted; during the conversion programme, the 

distinctive curved weather shield was fitted and this 

was eventually fitted to the whole class. The angled 

line of rivets on the bunker indicated the location of 

a third water tank, with the coal space above. The 

class was delivered with tapered buffer shanks and 

these were replaced with the later parallel style. 

TREVOR OWEN/COLOUR RAIL
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Our locomotive building expert Dave Lowery�XSJUDGHV�Db%DFKPDQQ�Ō��;;ō�ZLWK�DQ�
etched brass chassis kit from Comet Models.

BUILD AN ETCHED 
CHASSIS KIT

HOW TO 

12
hrs

OO
GAUGEB

achmann’s ‘OO’ gauge ‘56XX’ is 

a fine model, with plenty of detail 

to admire on the bodyshell and 

a reliable mechanism. However, 

the chassis inevitably has a slightly ‘hefty’ 

nature, due to the fact that it’s based around 

a solid metal casting. That’s not a criticism of 

the model, it’s an inevitable feature of a RTR 

model, especially one who’s design harks 

back to 1990s practice.

For modellers aiming for greater finesse, 

there’s the option of a replacement chassis 

kit from Comet Models. Comet has been 

offering etched metal chassis kits for years, 

with a large number of steam locomotive 

classes on offer, and most of them are 

designed to suit specific RTR models. They 

offer great value and are ideal for upgrading 

older models in particular, while also offering 

the ideal means of teaching yourself how to 

erect an etched chassis without the financial 

commitment of a complete locomotive kit.

The chassis pack contains a pair of etched 

brass sheets, consisting of sideframes, ‘OO’ 

spacers, coupling rods, brake shoes, brake 

pull rods and balance weights. Along with 

the chassis kit, you will also need a new set 

of driving and trailing wheels and crankpins; 

each of these is available in the Markits 

range. You’ll also need a new motor and 

gears, with the Mashima MH1624 motor and 

Comet gearbox being recommended. 

However, I used a slightly smaller Mashima 

1620 unit and a Markits gearbox set. 

Mashima motors are no longer in production 

and can be tricky to obtain these days, 

although they can be found on internet 

auction sites and some suppliers still have 

stock of certain models (such as Scale Link). 

However, some suppliers are offering other 

brands, such as Canon, as potential 

replacements, so it’s worth doing a bit of 

shopping around.

There were a few challenges with this kit. 

Firstly, the etched fret is a little on the flimsy 

side and is really designed to be built with 

hornblocks and working suspension. 

Because we are going to keep it simple and 

build a rigid chassis, you’ll need to stiffen up 

some areas of the sideframes, particularly 

around the axleboxes, where there is a gap 

on each side that needs to be bridged. I filled 

these gaps with brass rod, soldered into 

place. Additionally, where the etched leaf 

spring detail meets the ‘J’ hangers is 

a potential weak spot, so I also added a touch 

of solder here to add some strength.

Otherwise, it all went together without any 

problems, although great care has to be 

taken to ensure the frames are aligned 

correctly. When it came to the two spacers B 

and C, at each end of the chassis, it’s worth 

adding them once the chassis has been built 

and test-fitted into the bodyshell. You can 

then use the original chassis screws to locate 

each spacer and then solder it into the 

frames, taking care when applying the hot 

soldering iron.

Bachmann’s ‘56XX’ is 

a handsome model, but 

some extra finesse can 

be added by building and 

installing a new chassis.
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‘56XX’

SHOPPING LIST
�X Comet Models LCP28 chassis pack 
for the Bachmann GWR Collett 
‘56XX’ 0-6-2 Availability: Wizard 
Models Tel: 01652 635885 
:HE�bwww.wizardmodels.ltd

�X 4ft 7in 14 spoke driving wheels, 
14mm 12 spoke trailing wheels, 
crankpin & washer set, MM1-0738 
gearbox Availability: Markits 
7HO�b01923 249711 
Web: www.markits.com

�X Mashima 1624 motor (very 
OLPLWHGbVWRFNV��Availability: 

6FDOHb/LQN�7HO�b01747 811817 
:HE�bwww.scalelink.co.uk

TOOLS
�X Knife

�X Tweezers

�X Files and abrasives

�X Drill and bits

�X Soldering iron and equipment

�X Reamers/cutting broaches

�X Setsquare

�X Steel rule

�X Brass cutting shears

�X Miniature screwdrivers

What you will need

With the parts freed, use a file to remove any 
excess tags to leave the edges square and 
clean. The holes for the brake rigging will also 
need opening. Run the file over these – and 
the axle–holes to remove any raised burrs.

To add strength to the sideframes, I soldered 
pieces of brass rod into the gaps on either 
side of the axle units. Bend the brass rod at 
right angles to allow the parts to be held while 
making the solder bonds, then cut off the 
excess and file flush with the outer faces.

A reamer or cutting broach tool is ideal for 
opening out the axle holes just enough to 
allow the brass bearings to slot snugly into 
place, without any ‘slop’, as this may lead to 
the axles being misaligned. Don’t solder them 
in place yet.

The frames were reamed before cutting from 
the fret to prevent any distortion. When 
cutting the parts free, use a set of fine brass 
cutting shears, cutting through from the outer 
edges of the etch rather than trying to cut the 
half-etched tags with a knife.
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STEP
BY

STEP

Next, lay out the side frames and cut out and 
fold up the spacers. Roughly place in position 
to ease construction. Leave the two end 
spacers B and C to one side until the chassis is 
test-fitted into the locomotive body.

6

It’s always worth checking parts that should 
be exactly the same, especially chassis 
sideframes. Hold the two main frames tightly 
together and make sure that all the holes line 
up precisely.

5

Above: The Comet Models kit LCP28 chassis pack 

for the Bachmann GWR Collett ‘56XX’ 0-6-2T.

Right: Additional parts required to complete the 

chassis build include Markits 4ft 7in driving wheels, 

14mm bogie wheel, crankpin set, gearbox/motor 

mount and a Mashima motor.
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Mount the insulated wheels onto the axles first. 
These need to be on the same side of the 
chassis for each axle. I add a touch of PVA glue 
to the thread then screw in the locking nut. 
Likewise, I touch the crankpin end into PVA 
then screw it gently into the wheel.

Solder in the brake supports and then paint 
the chassis. Red oxide primer was applied 
first. When dry, the frames were sprayed satin 
black. When this is dry, use a reamer to clean 
the paint out of the axle holes.

13

12

The coupling rods are made up of three parts 
that must be aligned carefully. After reaming 
the holes, place the rods onto the crankpins. 
Use a small piece of paper under the lock nut 
before soldering in place – it stops the whole 
job going solid.

Glue pieces of copper-clad board to the 
centre frame spacers. Then solder 
a piece of folded phosphor bronze 
strip to the copper-clad board while it 
touches the back of the insulated wheels 
(see MR282).

14 15

A wire is then soldered to the copper-clad 
boards and connected to one side of the motor. 
The other polarity is collected by the non-
insulated wheels via the chassis, so a second 
wire must be soldered to the frames and 
connected to the other side of the motor. 

16

The instructions recommend the fitting of 
a drive extender to the gearbox, but I wanted 
to keep the drive train simple. To 
accommodate my choice of gearbox, the top of 
the frames require a slot to be cut into them.

11

Fold up the etched motor mount, making sure 
it is square. Take care when drilling the holes 
for fitting the motor. Once happy, trial-fit the 
worm and gear wheel to make sure the 
meshing is good.

10

With the frames tacked together, gently pick 
up the chassis and double-check all of the 
angles for squareness with a setsquare. Once 
happy, place it back onto the flat surface and 
solder up the joints properly.

Now try the chassis in the body and fit the two 
spacers with screws into the holes. Check that 
the frames are correctly aligned and, when 
happy, tack-solder the spacers in place. Return 
to the flat surface and solder up solid.

8 9

With the axle bushes soldered into their holes, 
pass drills or rods through them while holding 
the spacers in place on a solid, flat surface. 
Adjust the frames and check for squareness 
before tack soldering the spacers in place.

7

The brake gear 

and balance 

weights were 

added towards 

the end of 

the assembly 

process 

and require 

painting to 

blend in.
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HORNBY

R2744 Schools Blundells BR ........ £84.95

R2917 2800 Class BR ............... £103.99

R3004 Serlby Hall ..................... £116.45

R3233 LNER D16  ..................... £100.95

R3235 British Railways D16 ....... £100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early .................... £116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late .................... £116.95

R3329 BR Late S15 .................. £123.99

R3327 SR S15 .......................... £123.99

R3333 BR Early Adams .............. £107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .............. £107.95

R3407 BR J50 ............................ £78.50

R3411 SR S15 .......................... £125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ................  £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3422  Adams SR ...................... £109.45

R3423 Adams BR...................... £109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 .................... £125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .................. £127.95

R3414  LNER J15 ........................ £99.45

R3586 BR Schools Class ............. £75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ........................ £76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary Gold 

Plate Edition  .................. £183.99

R3614 LMS Patriot  ................... £129.45

R3621 LNER J36 ...................... £125.75

R3622 BR J36 .......................... £125.75

R3631 BR H Class ..................... £116.95

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class ...... £152.95

R3630 LNER A4 ‘Woodcock’ ...... £135.99

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .......... £151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess ................. £184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ................... £184.00

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.03.21. 

You must state these prices when ordering
POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:
• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 
• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 
• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 
• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**
PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

WITHOUT NOTICE.
***Please allow 7 days for clearance 

when paying by cheque***
PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 

MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 
01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk
www.herefordmodels.com
SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

NEW RELEASES
R3866  Sir Winston Churchil ........ £197.99

R3911  GBRf Class 73 .................  £65.65  

R3727 LMS PUG ......................... £63.00

R3728 BR PUG ........................... £63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .......................... £98.99

R3767 BR Terrier......................... £80.75

R3781 K&ESR Terrier................... £80.75

R3782 SECR Terrier ..................... £80.75

R3857 LMS Coronation ............. £170.99

R3942 BR9F 92212 .................... £98.99

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies Galore set .......  £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .......... £178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .......... £124.45

R1230 GWR HST train set .......... £119.99

R2372m Royal Dutchey Pack .......... £95.00

R2815 Southern Suburban Ltd ... £159.00

R2986 Date with the Duchy ....... £179.90

R3093 Tornado Train Pack ......... £116.99

R3299 1945 Going Home .......... £259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack ... £184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack ...... £263.99

R3671 K1 Freight pack .............. £128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .............. £104.45

R3268 Class 67 Arriva ............... £122.90

R3373  Class 71 BR Green w/panel

 ..................................... £134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ........... £134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green ......... £134.95 

R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .............. £113.90

R3262 Class 31 DCR ................ £142.45

R3473 Class 56 ........................ £135.99

R3485 Class 08 Laira Blue ........ £109.45

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ................. £79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ............... £58.00

R3580 BR Class 87 ................... £139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ Intercity

 ..................................... £139.25

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul.......... £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ............... £144.00

R3704 R&H 48Ds Rustons Works . £71.99

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars............ £71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ............... £71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn ........ £71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ........... £153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania ....... £98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ................. £76.50

R3757 Class 47 Prince William .... £64.00

R3758 Class 47 Prince Henry ...... £64.00

R3760 Class 59 GBRf.................. £67.99

R3884  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60100 ... £161.99

R3885  Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062 ... £161.99

R3901  Cl 60 Colas .................... £161.99

R3906 Cl 47  GBRf...................... £67.45

R3886  Cl 66 DRS ........................ £66.95

R3920   Cl 66 Malcolm ................. £66.95

R3921   Cl 66 Freightliner ............ £66.95

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ........................ £1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins ................ £2.50

R600 Straight ............................. £1.15

R601 Double Straight .................. £1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius ................ £1.65

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ........ £2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .................. £1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ....... £1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ................... £1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad......... £2.25

R610 Short Straight ..................... £1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ............... £2.30

R618 Double Isolating Rail ........... £6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ................. £4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ............ £1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ........... £1.20

R8072 LH Point............................. £7.95

R8073 RH Point ............................ £7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8076 Y Point ............................... £8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8261 4th Radius Curve................ £1.85

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ....................... £15.10

R169 Junction Home Signal ....... £10.35

R170 Junction Distant Signal ..... £10.35

R171 Single Home Signal ............ £7.95

R172 Single Distant Signal ........... £7.95

R189 Single Brick Bridge ............. £7.95

R406 Colour Light Signal ........... £19.00

R574 Trackside Accessories ....... £12.95

R626 Point Underlay .................... £4.20

R636 Double Level Crossing ...... £20.15

R638 Track Underlay ................. £10.55

R645 Single Level Crossing ....... £12.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set ............... £12.65

R659 High Level Pier Set ............. £6.95

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform ................ £3.45

R462 Large Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R463 Small Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R464 Platform Ramp ................... £3.45

R495 Platform Subway ................ £3.45

R510 Platform Shelter ............... £10.95

R8003 Water Tower ..................... £13.55

R8007 Booking Hall ..................... £24.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ....................... £8.45

R046 Two Way Switch ................. £8.45

R047 On/Off Switch .................... £8.45

R602 Power Connecting Clip ........ £1.65

R8014 Point Motor ........................ £6.75

R8015 Point Motor Housing ........... £3.99

Hornby TTS sound decoders ............. £33.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest .... £94.99

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ... £94.99

32-002A BR Hall Black weathered . £140.20

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER ......... £110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ....................... £135.95

31-015 Class 7F LMS Black........ £125.75

31-088 BR Black Earl ................. £118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ............ £118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered ........ £102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ................. £115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..................... £127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .............. £81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ............. £81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early............. £106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ..................... £93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .............. £101.95

31-481 Class G2A BR Early  ......  £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late .................... £110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR Black Weathered

 ....................................... £93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul ... £135.95

31-761 GNR Atlantic................... £169.95

31-932 DC BR Compound  ......... £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest £112.88

31-980 Standard 3MT Green ...... £110.45

32-154A  N Class BR Black weathered

 ....................................... £99.10 

32-176 BR Crab ......................... £123.20

32-178A LMS Crab ...................... £123.20

32-550B Tornado BR Green .......... £127.95

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank ............. £101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ............... £101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank.................  £101.95

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

31-040  SWT Class 450 .............. £271.95

31-041 SWT Class 450 wthd ...... £297.45

31-575 Windhoff MPV NWR ........ £104.00

31-576DC Windhoff MPV NWR ....... £114.00

31-577 Windhoff Railtrack .......... £104.00

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight weathered   

 ..................................... £152.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight ............ £152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter ......... £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ........... £127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley Green  ... £76.45

35-526   Cl 121 Blue/Grey ............ £131.70

35-527  Cl 121 Network Southeast

..................................................... £131.70

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel .............. £92.45

DJM00J94-SPI NCB J94 .................. £99.75

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean Goods ....... £88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods w.snowplough

 ................................... £94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent .......... £84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR .................... £84.45

3526 Hymek BR Green ............ £110.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19......... £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William Penn 

 ..................................... £106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early .................... £122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late ..................... £122.45

LARGE RANGE  

OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 

MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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21 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how

Workbench

Meet the Model Rail Expert modellers

3URMHFW�GLIƓFXOW\�UDQJHV�IURP�HDV\����������������RQH�VFUHZGULYHU��WR�YHU\�KDUG�����������������ƓYH�VFUHZGULYHUV�

Chris Nevard
Our ace 
VQDSSHUbLVb 
DOVR�DbKXJHO\�

WDOHQWHGbPRGHOOHU�

Chris Leigh
4XLWH�VLPSO\��
ZKDWb&KULV�
GRHVQōWbNQRZ�

LVQōWbZRUWK�NQRZLQJ�

Peter Marriott
6FHQLF�JXUX��
.QRZV�ZKDWōV�
DYDLODEOH�DQG�
KRZ�WR�XVH�LW�

Chris Gadsby
7KH�VPDOOHU�
WKHbGHWDLO��
WKHbPRUH�

LQWHUHVWHG�KH�LV�

48 Make a start 
in ‘O’ gauge

58 Build a plastic 
coach kit

62 Animate 
your layout

66 Scratchbuild a 
modern depot

54 Build a ‘mirror 
micro’ layout

Workbench sponsored by

George Dent
/HDUQ�IURP�
RQHbRI�WKH�
FRXQWU\ōV�EHVW�

PRGHOOHUV��
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

Last month, Chris Nevard began by laying the track and installing 
the scenery on his new micro layout. Here, he explains how he 
FUHDWHG�WKHbOLIHOLNH�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�DGGHG�WKH�ƓQDO�WRXFKHV�WR�KLV�
ƓUVW��PP�VFDOH�SURMHFW�
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A
fter finishing work on the track, 

scenery and canal basin, it was 

time to look at adding a few 

buildings. The overall aim was to 

depict an almost forgotten, canal-side fuelling 

depot, somewhere in the south of England. 

The fact that the layout was built to fit within 

an existing museum-style display case meant 

that there were severe space limitations, 

particularly in terms of height. This isn’t ideal 

for ‘O’ gauge but, with a little creativity and 

some scratchbuilt low-relief buildings, the 

finished scene looks pretty convincing. 

Would I build another ‘O’ gauge layout? 

That’s a firm ‘yes’. I’m not generally into 

operating model railways, but powering up an 

‘O’ gauge locomotive, even the small shunting 

types used on this layout, provides a different 

feeling to smaller model trains. They have 

quite a presence, as well as beautifully 

assured running. I might be converted… 

50 hrsO
GAUGE
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Workbench EXPERT MODELLERS SHOW YOU HOW

Being a recent release, the mouldings are 
lovely and crisp with very little tidying up 
required. Unlike some of the older ‘OO’ 
releases, there is a modest number of parts 
to challenge less experienced modellers. 
In fact, I wish Peco would produce this kit 
in ‘OO’ and ‘N’! 

Before final assembly, I undercoated the main 
sections: Halfords white primer for the 
window frames, a misted blend of Halfords 
yellow and white primers for the cream walls, 
misted red, black and grey for the brick lower 
section and a misted blend of Halfords grey 
primer and matt black for the roof. 

The Woodland Scenics Just Plug Lighting 
system is very easy to install, with the LED 
lamps featuring self-adhesive pads and 
pre-wired connectors. Simply plug them into 
the hub and adjust their brightness with the 
dimmer controls.

With the inside lit, the signal box’s exterior 
paintwork could be completed with enamel or 
acrylics to produce a slightly faded BR 
Southern Region colour scheme. The Downing 
Yard signs were created on a computer, after 
which I turned my attention to the interior…

1

3

2

4

Peco’s ‘O’ gauge signal box interior kit is perfect for this little structure, providing the lever 
frame, block and token instruments, desk, stove and the essential armchair, which looks 
very comfortable!

5

STEP
BY

STEP

Because of the cramped nature of this 
�IWb�LQbE\��IW��LQ�OD\RXW��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�
JRLQJbWR�EH�URRP�IRU�DbWUDGLWLRQDO��HOHYDWHG�
VLJQDO�ER[��$V�PHQWLRQHG�ODVW�LVVXH��WKH�
OD\RXW�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�ƓW�ZLWKLQ�DbZRRGHQ�
GLVSOD\�ER[��VR�WKHUH�ZDV�DOVR�OLPLWHG�
KHDGURRP�Ŋ�MXVW��LQ�Ŋ�VR�DQ\�VWUXFWXUHV�ZRXOG�
KDYH�WR�EH�GLPLQXWLYH�
7KHUHIRUH��DbJURXQG�IUDPH�ZRXOG�EH�

UHTXLUHG�WR�FRQWURO�RSHUDWLRQV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
\DUG��)RUWXQDWHO\��3HFR�SURGXFHV�DbUDWKHU�
JRRG�JURXQG�OHYHO�VLJQDO�ER[�NLW��UHI�b/.�����
DQG��ZKLOH�LWōV�SUREDEO\�PHDQW�IRU�DbSODWIRUP��
LW�ORRNV�MXVW�OLNH�VRPH�RI�WKH�VWUXFWXUHV�VHHQ�
RQ�E\ZD\V�DQG�\DUGV��

‘DOWNING YARD’ GROUND FRAME BOX
Ō2ōbJDXJH�VXEMHFWV�VKRXW�RXW�IRU�H[WUD�

GHWDLO��7R�PDNH�OLIH�HDV\��,bXVHG�Db:RRGODQG�
6FHQLFV�-XVW�3OXJ�/LJKWLQJ�V\VWHP��7KH�OLJKWV�
KDYH�DbVHOI�DGKHVLYH�SDG�RQ�WKH�/('�HQG�DQG�
DbVPDOO�SOXJ�RQ�WKH�RWKHU��,WōV�VLPSO\�DbPDWWHU�
RI�SOXJJLQJ�HDFK�OLJKW�XQLW�LQWR�DbKXE�ZKLFK��
LQ�WXUQ��SOXJV�LQWR�Db��9�SRZHU�VXSSO\��
7KHbEULJKWQHVV�OHYHOV�RI�HDFK�XQLW�FDQ�EH�
DGMXVWHG�YLD�DbVHW�RI�GLDOV�RQ�WKH�KXE��
:LWK�WKH�OLJKWLQJ�LQVWDOOHG��WKH�OLWWOH�ŌER[�

ZRXOG�DOVR�QHHG�DbGHWDLOHG�LQWHULRU��VR�,�XVHG�
3HFRōV�Ō2ōbJDXJH�VLJQDO�ER[�LQWHULRU�NLW�
�UHI�b/.��������7KLV�SURYLGHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�
FRXOG�QHHG�IRU�DbVPDOO�VLJQDO�ER[�DQG�
ƓQLVKHV�RII�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�QLFHO\�

The finished signal box looks very much at home 

within this compact yard and the lighting allows 

the detailed interior to be appreciated fully. 

HOMEMADE YARD LAMPS

A simple yard lamp was made up from brass 

sheet and tubing. A Woodland Scenics Just 

Plug Lighting system LED was fed through the 

inside of the tube, the cable having to be cut and 

extended to allow this. 
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I chose an orange LED to give the impression of sodium lighting. 
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After cutting the basic outline of the building 
from foamboard, assembling multiple layers 
to create more relief, embossed plastic sheet 
was fixed over the top. Apertures were cut out 
for windows and doors.

Faded green doors and woodwork places the 
layout on the old Southern Region of BR. The 
green paint used to fade and go dusty very 
quickly. Some diluted pale grey matt emulsion 
washes help create the faded look. 

Clear plastic (salvaged from waste packaging) 
was taped over a drawing of the window 
frames to act as a guide for fixing thin plastic 
strip. Thin strips of self-adhesive paper labels 
can be used effectively as an alternative. 

1

4

5

There wasn’t room for a proper engine shed, so 
its presence is hinted at with low-relief doors. 
They were created from plastic card, with the 
plank detail scribed with a blade. Hinges were 
made of plastic and wire formed the handles.

7

A little Halfords grey and matt black aerosol 
paints were misted over the windows to give 
them a suitably grimy outlook. This also hides 
the fact that there is nothing behind the panes 
of ‘glass’. 

Rather than have all the buildings looking the 
same, I employed a mix of stone and brick 
embossed plastic sheet, which was itself 
layered to create buttresses. Plastic strip 
formed window frames, sills and lintels.

2

Halfords red primer is a good base for 
brickwork, with subsequent layers of washes 
and dry-brushing to tone it down. Halfords grey 
primer is a good base for stone, and spraying 
matt black from a shallow angle helps the relief.

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP

LOW-RELIEF BUILDINGS
Space restrictions meant that all of the 
buildings, apart from the signal box, would 
have to be rendered in low-relief format. 
Foamboard and layered embossed plastic 
FDUG�LV�DbVLPSOH�ZD\�WR�FUHDWH�VWUXFWXUHV�
and mixing different architectural styles 
helps to make an interesting overall effect. 
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Before fixing the doors in place, they were 
sprayed matt black. When this was dry, thin 
strips of masking tape were applied to create 
the warning chevron pattern. A coat of 
Halfords yellow filler primer was then applied.

8

Once dry, the tape was peeled away to reveal 
the stripes. After installation into the 
building’s façade, a little dry-brushing and 
matt emulsion colour washes gave the doors 
a grimy, lived-in appearance. 

9

The depot’s outer wall forms 

one end of the layout and 

acts as an effective scenic 

background.

THE FINISHING TOUCHES

The fuel and servicing point is actually 

a ‘OO’ gauge Bachmann Scenecraft model 

(ref. 47-040), with a Woodland Scenics Just Plug 

LED light installed under the roof. 

Spare sleepers and rail chairs, salvaged from 

offcuts of the Peco track, were painted and 

weathered before piling them beside the track.

Peco’s telegraph poles were improved with some 

weathering work. To compensate for the layout’s 

minimal headroom, the poles had to be cut short, 

so they’re not quite prototypical.

Peco’s ‘O’ gauge yard crane 

(ref. LK-735) is a useful little kit 

and ideal for a canal scene. 

Additional structures were built from old kits. This asbestos lamp hut kit dates, I think, from the 1990s.
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I
n the past, many of my models have 

been housed in display cabinets as an 

afterthought, which necessitated 

shopping around to find a suitable 

case. This time, however, I decided to 

reverse the scenario and start by 

choosing a display case first, then I would 

build the model to fit inside. In this 

instance, it would be a micro layout, 

tailor-made to fit inside a display case 

that’s roughly the size of a shoebox.

An array of card building kits and 

a retaining wall were chosen as the main 

scenic adornments, as they’d be easy to 

modify to fit within the case. Automated 

control, of a small locomotive shunting in 

and out of an engine shed, is by courtesy 

of an electronic shuttle module housed 

beneath a row of terraced houses on 

an elevated sub-structure at the back of 

the layout. 

Working street and interior lights add 

extra atmosphere and, to give the illusion of 

greater depth, a mirror forms one end of the 

layout. This also fools the viewer’s eye into 

thinking that the shortened engine shed is 

actually of a prototypical length.

A micro layout with automated locomotive action can provide the answer to 
space-starved modellers. Graham Goodchild reveals how he built this amazing 
VKRHER[�VL]H�OD\RXW��XVLQJ�DbPLUURU�WR�DGG�H[WUD�GHSWK�
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The use of a mirror 

greatly exaggerates 

the sense of depth, 

fooling the eye into 

believing that the 

houses and engine 

shed continue into 

the distance.
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To avoid the need for soldering, the track feed 
wires and those for the automated shuttle unit 
were crimped securely to miniature spade 
connectors, after stripping away a few 
millimetres of insulation and twisting the wire 
strands together. 

The spade connectors were modified slightly 
with pliers, so that they could be push-fitted in 
between the plastic sleeper webbing and the 
rails of flexible track. The wires are fed through 
holes in the baseboard and screwed to 
connecting blocks.

5 6

TOOLS
�X Knife

�X Tweezers

�X Files and abrasives

�X Drill and bits

�X Saw

�X Pliers

�X Setsquare

�X Steel ruler

�X Screwdrivers

�X Hammer

What you will need

The chosen display case is typical of the various 
sizes available from model shops or online. This 
unit, from Inperspextive, measures 330mm 
long, 200mm deep and 200mm tall and 
features a clear Perspex lid that clips into 
a black plastic base.

Helpfully, Metcalfe provide each building 
kits’ ‘footprint’ dimensions on its website 
so, having drawn out the outline of the 
case’s base on graph paper, templates 
could be created and positioned, before 
purchasing the kits.

The base fulfils the same purpose as a regular 
baseboard, in providing a firm foundation on 
which to mount the track and buildings. 
Moreover, a separate base only requires 
a single hole drilled through the case plinth for 
wiring an external controller and power supply.

The base, together with the sub-structure 
on which the terraced houses are mounted, 
is constructed from 2mm (0.080in) plywood 
and 12 by 6mm (½ by ¼in) stripwood. The base 
is cut just shy of the internal measurements of 
the case plinth to allow the clear lid to fit.

1 32

4

STEP
BY

STEP

MIRROR SHEET
Mirror-backed styrene 
VKHHWbLVbDYDLODEOH�IURP�WKH�
IROORZLQJbVXSSOLHUV�

�X 4D Model Making Materials 
7HO�b0207 264 1288 
Web: www.modelshop.co.uk 

�X Hobby’s Tel: 020 8761 4244 
:HE�bwww.hobby.uk.com 

�X 6LPSO\�3ODVWLFV�Tel: 01206 638056 
Web: www.simplyplastics.com 

POWER & LIGHT
The layout features working Victorian-style 

street lighting, and illuminated buildings 

using a combination of LEDs and bulbs 

obtained from Express Models and DCC 

Supplies, including a variable supply unit 

providing a DC output of between 1.2-15V 

from the 16V AC volt accessory terminals on 

a standard analogue controller. A separate 

mains transformer, with suitable outputs, 

such as supplied by Gaugemaster, can also 

be used instead. 

The Victorian-style lamp columns and 

wall lamp, which is mounted on the engine 

shed, come supplied with 12V bulbs. 

However, they will work at 6V without 

having to connect the supplied resistors. 

The 12V LEDs used for the building interiors 

are supplied pre-wired, in threes, with 

a resistor on a self-adhesive backing strip 

which will also work on 6V. 

Availability:

�X ([SUHVV�0RGHOV�Tel: 01509 829008 
:HE�bwww.expressmodels.co.uk

�X '&&�6XSSOLHV�Tel: 01905 621 999 
:HE�bwww.dccsupplies.com
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The Black Cat Technology shuttle unit, is 
housed behind the Metcalfe Models retaining 
wall, which was reduced in height to allow 
everything to fit within the case. A stripwood 
batten gives the wall sections extra rigidity.

The stripwood batten will also act as a locating 
point for the base of the terraced houses, so it 
had to be straight and level. More holes were 
drilled in the baseboard for the layout’s wiring 
and for the lighting elements.

Metcalfe’s low-relief terraced house kits 
were constructed, as per the kit’s 
instructions, although large sections of the 
rear panels had to be cut out to allow the 
LED lighting strips to be installed. 

A section of the roof was also cut out to allow 
light to appear through the dormer windows. 
Packs of Ratio’s plastic guttering and down 
pipes were then installed and painted, which 
enhanced the appearance of the card buildings.
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The wires from the track feeds, shuttle system 
and lighting units were all passed through the 
holes in the baseboard and connected with 
screw terminals. A small switch was installed, 
again using crimped spade connectors.

The various 
control 

circuits (see 
panel) were 
housed beneath 
the substructure 
supporting the 
terraced houses, 
which is easily 
removed via 
a pair of screws. 
The LED light 
strips were 
added to the 
houses once 
they were 
secured to the 
substructure. 
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After cutting the side walls and roof in half, 
the engine shed was assembled, following the 
kit’s instructions. A fresh, sharp blade and 
steel ruler are essential for cutting the card 
elements cleanly and squarely.

A sheet of stiff blue card was cut to form the 
backscene and give extra support to the 
terraced houses. Because of the large panels 
cut into the rear walls, coloured paper was fixed 
to the card to add different lighting effects.
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Automated shuttle modules
There are two analogue systems 
currently available which essentially 
reverse locomotive direction at 
DbSUHGHWHUPLQHG�SRLQW�DW�HDFK�HQG�RI�WKH�
WUDFN��7KH�ƓUVW�V\VWHP�XVHV�GLRGHV�WR�
block current in one direction and 
DOORZLQJ�FXUUHQW�WR�ŴRZ�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�
direction. The second system works by 
LQIUDUHG�ZKLFK�GHWHFWV�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�
WKHbORFRPRWLYH�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�WR�PRGLI\�
WKH�WUDFN��7KH�ORFRPRWLYH�SDXVH�WLPH�
FDQbEH�YDULHG�ZLWK�ERWK�V\VWHPV�ZKLFK�
work in tandem with conventional 
analogue controllers. 
,�FKRVH�WR�XVH�WKH�Ō6LPSOH�6KXWWOHō�

SULFHG�DW�e����VXSSOLHG�E\�%ODFN�&DW�

An automated shuttle unit from Black Cat Tech-

nology was used to operate the locomotive. The 

pause time is regulated by turning the blue dial.

7HFKQRORJ\��ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�GLRGHV�EXLOW�LQWR�
the module thus avoiding having to solder 
them directly to the track. Power can be 
VXSSOLHG�IURP�WKH�DFFHVVRU\�WHUPLQDOV�RQ�
DbWUDLQ�FRQWUROOHU�RU�Db�9�EDWWHU\�

Availability: 

�X Heathcote Electronics (infrared system) 
Web: www.heathcote-electronics.co.uk

�X Black Cat Technology (diode system) 
Web: www.blackcattech.co.uk

�X 0U�5DLOV�DOVR�VXSSOLHV�DbPRGXOH�ZLWK�D�
built-in controller Web: www.mrrails.com

�X Gaugemaster controls 
Web: www.gaugemaster.com
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Rubber feet were glued to the underside 
of the case plinth. These provide a sure 
grip for the layout on a shelf and 
clearance for the outgoing wires that run 
to the separate power supply.

The clearance afforded by the rubber feet also 
allows the twin toggle switches to be fixed 
underneath the plastic base, once the timber 
baseboard had been secured. The switches 
govern the lighting and operation of the 
shuttle system.
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Lighting was also installed in the engine shed 
building. The shed was made removable by 
gluing panel pins into the bottom of two 
opposing corners, which plug into 
corresponding holes on the layout base.

Once the structures and wiring were 
complete (and testing undertaken), the 
scenery could be completed, including 
ballasting the track. I used ‘N’ gauge ballast, 
secured with diluted PVA glue coloured with 
diluted black paint. 
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Display cases

Various sizes 
and styles of 
case are 
available 

online and 
from some 
model shops. 
,bFKRVH�DbFOHDU�
acrylic display 
FDVH�ZLWK�DbEODFN�
plinth measuring 
330 by 200 by 
200mm from 

Inperspextive. 
Other sizes are 
available from this 

supplier. The same 
construction 
method can be 

applied to other 
similar micro layouts 
that incorporate 
DbPLUURU�

DISPLAY 
&$6(b6833/,(56

X�Inperspextive 
Web: www.inperspextive.com

X�Hobby’s Web: www.hobby.uk.com 

X�6WULNLQJ�'LVSOD\V��PDGH�WR�PHDVXUH�
cases) Web: www.strikingdisplays.co.uk

The entire layout 

fits within a 300 by 200 by 

200mm Perspex display case.

Mirror-
coated 

styrene sheet 
was obtained 
from Hobby’s 
(see panel) and 
was cut to fit 
just shy of the 
inside of the 
right-hand end 
of the display 
case. The 
styrene is quite 
thin, so I glued 
it to a sheet of 
2mm (0.080in) 
plywood to 
avoid distortion. 

19
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W
hy build a coach kit, when 

there are so many RTR 

‘OO’ gauge carriages to 

choose from? One good 

reason is that it provides a very enjoyable 

pastime – something we’re all searching for 

at the moment. Another factor is that there’s 

still a relatively limited array of pre-

Grouping designs available off the shelf, so 

kit-building is the natural alternative.

Etched metal coach kits offer a potential 

route, but most demand a degree of skill 

and experience, along with a need for 

soldering tools. Plastic kits, on the other 

hand, are fairly cheap and suited to 

modellers of all skill levels. Furthermore, 

they can be easily upgraded or customised 

with only a handful of tools and equipment. 

Indeed, if you can make a half-decent job of 

an Airfix Spitfire, you can certainly build 

a plastic rolling stock kit!

In recent years, 3D-printed components 

have provided another option for carriage 

building but, for me, they don’t offer the 

same kind of pleasure as gluing bits of 

plastic together to form a working model. 

The styrene employed in plastic kits is 

a very user-friendly material, that can be 

cut, filed, drilled and shaped with very little 

effort and even kits that have been around 

for years can still offer tremendous results.

One such example features here, a Ratio 

LMS (ex-Midland Railway) 48ft Suburban 

Third Class Brake coach. I’ve had a few of 

these kits in my stash for nearly a decade 

and their intended use was always as part of 

a colliery worker’s train for my freelance 

‘Maudetown Colliery’ layout. The moulded 

components are good, although some of the 

plastic parts do need fettling to improve 

their appearance. Replacing a few fixtures 

and fittings with superior castings and fine 

brass wire also makes a dramatic difference, 

as does replacement of the supplied wheels.

TOP DOWN OR BOTTOM UP?
One issue I’ve had with building coach 

kits in the past is the lack of provision for 

internal access once the vehicle has 

been assembled. Plastic kits, in particular, 

are often designed so that the body is 

glued to the chassis, with the roof also 

permanently fixed in place. But what do 

you do if a passenger comes loose and 

how do you paint the body without 

ruining the glazing?

Modifying the kit to allow the body to be 

screwed onto the chassis is, therefore, a very 

5DWLRōV�UHFHQWO\�UHODXQFKHG�SODVWLF�FRDFK�NLWV�DUH�WKH�SHUIHFW�EDVLV�IRU�DbPRGHOOLQJ�
project. George Dent�UHYHDOV�KRZ�KH�EXLOW�DQG�LPSURYHG�DQ�H[�0LGODQG�5DLOZD\�
suburban coach kit.

BUILD A PLASTIC 
COACH KIT

HOW TO 

20
hrs

MODEL Ratio/Parkside RO713 LMS/MR 48ft 
Suburban Brake Third coach kit�X�Price £17.60
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There are still so many pre-war 

carriage types that aren’t available 

RTR, so plastic kits offer an easy 

and enjoyable solution.
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Pan-head, self-tapping screws

�X Liquid Poly, epoxy and 
cyanoacrylate glues

�X 3ODVWLF�ƓOOHU

�X Sheet of MDF or plywood

�X Plastic sheet

TOOLS
�X Knife

�X Tweezers

�X Files and abrasives

�X Drill and bits

�X Setsquares

�X Steel rule

�X Mini screwdrivers

�X Round-nose pliers

What you will need

In most instances, it’s best to remove plastic 
components from the main sprue with a set of 
cutters. However, some sprues have the parts 
packed close together, making access for the 
cutters tricky.

Where the cutters won’t reach, use a stout, 
sharp blade. Work onto a sheet of wood or 
a cutting mat and make several passes with the 
blade to cut through larger attaching points. 
Work away from the edge of the component.

Alternatively, fix a strip of abrasive paper onto 
a flat surface with double-sided tape and rub 
the plastic parts over the surface. Use a steel 
rule and a set square to keep checking that 
the edges are straight and true.

1
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The remains of the sprue mounting points can 
be flattened with a flat file. Larger 
components can be gripped in a vice, which 
makes it easier to flatten longer parts. Ensure 
that the dressed edge is square.

3

STEP
BY

STEP

welcome improvement. As shown 

in the demonstration, this is 

a straightforward task and requires 

just a few scraps of thick plastic card, 

some self-tapping pan-head screws 

and a drill. That said, we do need some 

help in getting the bodyshell assembled 

squarely, without the aid of the chassis as 

a guide, as would normally be the case. 

A sheet of MDF, or other hard and flat 

surface, plus a pair of steel setsquares 

will be a great help in getting 

everything straight and true.

READY FOR THE ROAD
As a project carried out on the dining 

room table over a number of dark, 

winter evenings, it proved to be great fun 

and the bright red fictitious livery adds 

a vibrancy to the coach. Out 

of convenience, I applied the numerals 

with a fine calligraphy pen and white 

ink, so they’re not perfect, but they do 

suit the slightly rough and ready 

appearance that I was aiming for. The 

extra detail fittings proved worthwhile 

and the weathered finish will certainly 

suit its intended surroundings. It’s 

ironic, however, that while I may 

have finally started work on this 

miners’ train, my ‘Maudetown Colliery’ 

layout had to be dismantled before 

a house move last year. My hope is 

to build a new version of the layout in 

the coming years but, in the meantime, 

I’ll have to concentrate on building 

more interesting stock for it.

The former Ratio LMS (ex-MR) 48ft 
Suburban Coach kit is now packaged 
under the Parkside Models by Peco 
EUDQG��LQ�DbFOHDU�SODVWLF�FDUWRQ��DOWKRXJK�
the contents remain unchanged. 
Injection moulded plastic components 

form the bodyshell, chassis 
and bogies, along with 

WKH�ZKHHOV��,bFKRVH�
to replace the 

latter with 
DbVHW�RI�WXUQHG�
metal ‘OO’ 
wheels (14mm 

diameter, 
Mansell disc 

pattern), with 
pinpoint axles. 

$bVHW�RI�PDWFKLQJ�ŌWRS�KDWō�
shouldered brass 
bearings was also 
required, and the 
combination affords 
superior perfor-
mance. 

No interior 
ƓWWLQJV�DUH�
supplied, but 
another Ratio 
SDFN��UHI�b�����
provides 

WHAT IS (AND ISN’T) IN THE BOX?
seats that can be cut to the required 
length. Other detailing parts and 
materials included cast metal roof 
ventilators, draw hooks and vacuum 
pipes, plus plenty of brass wire to form 
handrails and pipework.
Availability: Wizard Models 
Tel: �������������
Web: www.wizardmodels.ltd
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Work on the bodyshell began. The ends 
received layers of thick offcuts of styrene 
sheet, bonded at right angles, just above the 
bottom edges, allowing clearance for the floor. 
Allow the cement to cure overnight.

Using the assembly jig as a reference surface, 
the ends were mated with the sides, one at 
a time. A setsquare helped to ensure a correct 
90º bond, while a magnetic clamp 
(www.yorkmodelrail.com) kept the parts secure.
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After a few 
hours’ 

curing time, the 
two halves of the 
body were mated. 
Strips of wood 
were tacked onto 
the MDF with 
track pins to 
create a simple 
former, keeping 
everything true. 
The parts were 
then left to cure 
completely 
overnight, before 
they were 
removed from 
the jig.
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Keeping the floor perfectly flat, the side 
frames, headstocks and bogie mounts were 
fixed in position. 0.9mm brass wire was 
shaped to form the new trusses. New gas 
tanks were cut from plastic rod.

The gas tanks’ straps are thin strips cut from 
insulation tape and brass wire formed the 
outlet pipes. Brake ‘V’ hangers were from an 
etched brass wagon detailing sheet and more 
brass wire created the actuating shafts.

The bogies were assembled around the new 
wheels, working on an old mirror to ensure 
everything was square. All four wheels should 
be in contact with the glass at all times and 
they must be able to rotate freely.

The kit is designed so that the bogie mounting 
pin is glued into the bolster on the chassis. To 
make future access easier, drill a pair of holes 
to allow a pair of brass pan-head screws to 
secure the bogies instead.
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A set of brass pinpoint bearings was fixed into 
the axle holes, which were opened up slightly 
with a drill bit. The bearings were secured 
with cyanoacrylate. These bearings 
complement the replacement metal wheels.

Thick plastic sheet was bonded atop the floor to 
give the screws extra purchase. The holes in the 
chassis were drilled smaller than the screws, 
which cut their own thread into the plastic. The 
bogie holes were larger to allow free rotation.
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More delicate parts can be cleaned up with 
shaped needle files and sanding sticks. I cut 
away the diagonal truss rods and brake ‘V’ 
hangers from the chassis side frames, as 
these will be replaced with finer components.

5

I used an offcut of 9mm MDF as a makeshift 
assembly jig. Two holes were drilled into the 
chassis floor (which will later act as mounting 
points for the body), and the component was 
secured to the board with pan-head screws. 

6
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The roof was then secured, applying the liquid 
cement from the inside. Masking tape held 
the roof in position and the body was then 
taped to the chassis to help keep everything 
straight and avoid any bowing of the sides.

When cured, the tape was removed and any 
gaps at the corners and roof joint were filled. 
Holes for a set of self-tapping screws were 
drilled into the plastic brackets, aligning with 
the holes cut in the chassis at the outset. 

16 17

With the bulk of the assembly over, the smaller 
details can be added. I fitted metal roof vents 
and added wire handrails, piping and 
emergency brake equipment to the roof and 
end, along with brake hoses and lamp brackets.

A flat metal weight was fixed to the centre of 
the floor. This was taken from a scrap RTR 
wagon and is thin enough not to interfere 
with the carriage’s interior. It’s important not 
to overdo the amount of weight (see panel).

After trial assembly, the carriage was test-run 
to make sure everything was correct before 
the priming and painting stage could begin. 
It’s better to iron out any issues at this stage, 
rather than damage the paintwork later.

The primed body was sprayed with a Tamiya 
aerosol (TS-86 Pure Red), which produced 
a very vibrant shade. Tamiya acrylics took 
care of all the other elements, including 
weathering, applied with an airbrush.
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The holes were drilled 0.5mm smaller than 
the screws, which were driven home gently. 
For every turn clockwise, I reversed the screw 
a quarter turn. Care was taken to ensure the 
screws went in vertically.
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Ratio’s pack of bench seats provided enough 
material to fill the six compartments, with the 
seats being cut to the required lengths and 
fixed to plastic sheet. When cured, the interior 
unit was fixed to the chassis.

A thin bead 
of Glue ‘n’ 

Glaze adhesive 
was applied to 
the inside of the 
body and left to 
turn tacky 
before the 
glazing (supplied 
with the kit) was 
fixed in place. 
The same glue 
was used to fix 
the Preiser ‘HO’ 
plastic figures to 
the seats. Let the 
glue cure fully 
before final 
assembly.
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 Weighing things up
As I’m planning on building 

DbVKRUW�UDNH�RI�VLPLODU�FRDFK�NLWV��LWōV�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�HDFK�YHKLFOH�
KDV�DbURXJKO\�VLPLODU�PDVV��7KH�RGG�
FRDFK��RU�ZDJRQ��WKDW�LV�VLJQLƓFDQWO\�
OLJKWHU�RU�KHDYLHU�PD\�FDXVH�SUREOHPV�
ZLWK�GHUDLOPHQWV��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WLJKW�
FXUYHV�DQG�SRLQWZRUN�
0\�ZKROO\�XQVFLHQWLƓF�DSSURDFK�LV�WR�

ZHLJK�DOO�WKH�LQWHQGHG�SDUWV�RI�HDFK�
FDUULDJH�GXULQJ�DVVHPEO\��WR�JDLQ�DQ�
LGHD�RI�ZKDW�WKH�WRWDO�ZHLJKW�ZLOO�EH��
7KHQ��DV�RWKHU�YHKLFOHV�DUH�EXLOW��WKHLU�
RYHUDOO�PDVV�FDQ�EH�DGMXVWHG�WR�PDWFK��
$GGLQJ�ZKLWHPHWDO�SDVVHQJHU�ƓJXUHV�LV�
DQ�HDV\�ZD\�RI�DGGLQJ�DbOLWWOH�H[WUD�
EDOODVW��&RQYHUVHO\��SODVWLF�SDVVHQJHUV�
RIIHU�DbZHLJKW�VDYLQJ�RSWLRQ�

TOP 

TIP
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F
or many years we have seen moving 

road vehicles using the Faller Road 

System, but when I was sent 

a Cross-Country Ski Trail by Noch to 

test I realised that a similar system can add 

movement to any ‘OO’/‘HO’ gauge scene. 

This limited edition kit enables three skiers 

to move around a defined course using 

a ready-to-connect motor and power unit 

that drives a ‘Magnorail’ system. This 

consists of a plastic chain studded with 

magnets that runs below the baseboard. 

On the surface, the skier figures have metal 

plates on one of the skis enabling them to 

move around the predetermined course. 

Of course, the system does not only move 

skiers, it can also be used for cyclists and 

moving road vehicles.

USING MAGNORAIL
The Magnorail system was designed in the 

Netherlands and is manufactured and 

distributed in France. In a nutshell, it’s 

a flexible plastic chain running in a ‘U’-shaped 

track that runs under the surface of a road, 

footpath, stretch of water, snow scene or any 

scenic setting. It’s powered by a 12V DC motor 

and all sorts of objects can be fitted with tiny 

metal plates to allow them to be pulled along 

‘above ground’ by the magnets positioned in 

the chain. The motor needs to be installed 

under the baseboard and it is necessary to cut 

out a 12cm by 8cm hole below to take it. 

The Magnorail range features various 

cyclists, including a tandem, delivery bike 

plus pedalling cyclists (male, female or 

sportsman on a mountain bike). Some are 

available as kits, others are ready-assembled. 

Tiny metallic sliders are available as spare 

parts for road vehicles and boats in ‘HO’/‘OO’, 

‘TT’, ‘N’ and ‘Z’ gauge. 

There are various starter sets available with 

2.25m of track and a single motor for use with 

two or three cyclists or cars. This can be 

extended to 2.5m when the loop is kept 

simple, while further extensions are also 

possible using Magnorail return loops, which 

are designed to have very low friction using 

a 180° curve. For longer lengths, it may be 

necessary to use more than one motor with 

the proviso that the distances between the 

motors are more or less equal. Incidentally, 

the speed of movement can be adjusted by 

powering the 12V DC motor via a regular 

analogue layout controller.

:+$7�,b/($51('
Assembly and installation offered a few minor 

challenges, but here is a list of points that users 

may find helpful… 

O The blue plastic links of the chain need to be 

removed from the sprue and the curved end 

smoothed with a sanding strip. They plug 

together easily with a pin and hole system – just 

be sure to bring the pieces together at an angle.

O It’s important to check that the two gears are 

the same height. One fits directly on top of the 

metal post on the top of the motor. The other 

fits over a plastic post – the metal ring must be 

inserted into the base of the plastic gear before 

the gear is pushed on to this post. Then 

a plastic plug is inserted into the top of the 

middle of the gear. In my case, I found that the 

first gear (on the top of the motor shaft) sat 

a little lower than the other side – I might have 

pushed it too far home on the metal post – so 

I loosened it off very slightly.

O Also, double-check that the two rubber 

O rings are the same height and are fitted 

snugly under the three retaining lugs on each 

of the two gears.

O Fine-tune the chain so that it has no kinks and 

does not zig-zag in the channel when it’s 

working. If your chain is too loose, use some of 

the smaller links shown as ‘S’ and ‘T’ links on the 

Peter Marriott�WHVWV�DbV\VWHP�WKDW�FDQ�JLYH�PRYHPHQW�WR�F\FOLVWV��ERDWV��FDUVř�DQG�VNLHUV�
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Magnorail systems 
and bicycles

The Magnorail system is also available 
LQ�DbUDQJH�RI�IRUPDWV��HLWKHU�DV�
complete kits or extension and 
DFFHVVRU\�SDFNV��DOORZLQJ�UXQQLQJ�
FLUFXLWV�RI�YDU\LQJ�OHQJWKV�WR�EH�
FUHDWHG��Ō6OLGHUō�SDFNV�DUH�RIIHUHG��WR�ƓW�
XQGHU�DQ\�URDG�YHKLFOH�WR�DOORZ�LW�WR�EH�
PRYHG�DURXQG�WKH�FLUFXLW��DORQJ�ZLWK�
DbFKRLFH�RI�F\FOLVWV��IURP�Ş������HDFK��
and small boats. 

$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��WKHUHōV�LVQōW�
Db8.�EDVHG�GLVWULEXWRU�RI�WKH�
0DJQRUDLO�UDQJH��EXW�(XURSHDQ�
VWRFNLVWV�ZLOO�KDSSLO\�VXSSO\�8.�
PRGHOOHUV��$bOLVW�RI�VWRFNLVWV�FDQ�EH�
IRXQG�RQ�WKH�0DJQRUDLO�ZHEVLWH��DORQJ�
ZLWK�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�IXOO�UDQJH�
Web: www.magnorail.com/en 
To see moving road vehicles in action 
XVLQJ�0DJQRUDLO�VHH��www.youtube.
com/watch?v=PytWrYI4hOI

X�1RFK�������FURVV�FRXQWU\�VNLLQJ�NLW
Price:�Ş������
Availability: Noch stockists 
Web:bwww.noch.com

What to look out for in the shops: the Noch 
66832 limited edition Cross Country Ski 
Course comes complete with a compact AC/
DC power adaptor plus speed control with an 
on/off light. Note that the kit features 
a two-pin European mains plug.

Four pieces of 4mm MDF come pre-cut and 
are assembled to form the basis of the 
Magnorail running channel. Each of the pieces 
is screwed together using the supplied 7mm 
screws. I also added a little white glue 
between the layers to ensure a good fix.

At the base of the picture is one of the plastic 
sprues for the running ‘U’ channel track of the 
Magnorail system. The screws shown are for 
fixing the Magnorail track to the MDF 
sub-baseboard. To the top left is the housing 
for the motor.

These are the plastic chain links that need to be 
cut off the plastic sprue and the rounded edge 
smoothed down to ensure that the chain runs 
smoothly in the track. Even on this small track, 
cutting the chain links off the sprue and then 
smoothing their ends took over an hour.

1

3

2

4

When cutting the track pieces from the sprue, 
cut at the indicated position to retain the clip 
fit connection hook. I accidentally cut 
a couple of the loops off before I realised their 
purpose. Fortunately, my mistake didn’t affect 
the running of the layout. 

The underside of the track shows how the 
moulded loops help the sections of ‘U’-shaped 
channel to clip together securely. The tracks 
have a good degree of flexibility and 
mounting holes are moulded into the ‘winged’ 
sections at regular intervals. 

The track sections also feature extra mounting 
tags (circled). For the ski run model, they weren’t 
needed so I cut them away. If you were making 
your own bespoke model, they may need to be 
retained to help support the road surface above.

As advised in the instructions, I worked 
from the left side of the motor assembly 
hole and began screwing the track into 
the MDF base. Take care not to 
overtighten the screws.

5
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sprue to reduce the amount of slack in the loop. 

Conversely, use one or two of the longer links 

to replace some shorter ones if the chain is too 

tight. There needs to be just a tiny amount of 

slack in the chain.

Slot the chain the right way round in the 

‘U’ track channel so that the rounded end of the 

chain is pointing in the direction of travel. The 

chain will lift out of the track if the curves are 

too severe or if the chain is too tight.

Fix a cover over the motor drive section of 

the loop. There are four screw holes ready to 

take a piece of thin acetate which will ensure 

that the chain does not have room to jump out 

from the rubber rings as the cyclist or skier 

passes overhead. I found this to be crucial to 

satisfactory operation of the system because, 

without this acetate, the chain lifted out of the 

two rubber rings as the magnets were drawn 

up to the base of the skiers and came out of 

the running groove.

To cover the chain and motor, Magnorail 

recommend using photo paper of about 

0.4mm thickness. To help modellers, there are 

180 different street patterns available to freely 

download and print from the Magnorail website 

(see panel). The company suggests adding 

a layer of clear varnish to the printed sheet and 

slightly abrading the surface. Ideally, do not 

have any joins in the covering material but, if 

there is a seam, ensure the join is as smooth as 

possible both above and below the surface.

Fully test the system before fixing the road/

top surface down. It will be difficult to make 

adjustments afterwards and may mean that the 

road would need to be remade.

&21&/86,21
I was really pleased to have moving skiers and 

a cyclist on my layout. A few years ago, I would 

not have thought this was possible. Now all we 

need is a system for some downhill racers at 

speed… that would be a lot of fun.
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The track is nearly all in position. The last few 
screws were not fitted until I had the motor 
housing in place, to allow the track to be 
aligned properly.

The motor 
and drive 
assembly, 
seen from 
the top. The 
motor uses 
two 7mm 
screws to fix 
it to the 
plastic 
housing. The 
housing then 
clip fits into 
the ‘U’-
shaped 
channel 
track.

My first attempt at installing the chain wasn’t 
quite right. There was a little too much slack. 
I remedied this by removing two longer 
pieces of the chain and replacing them with 
one medium and one short piece.

The Noch kit comes with six tiny magnets, 
a pair of which is needed to move each skier 
around the track. The square magnets need to 
be pushed into two adjacent chain links, 
spaced to provide optimum contact with the 
metallic strip on the base of the skier. 

9

12

10

13

A piece of cardboard for the course is supplied. 
The central area and outer edge can easily be 
cut out, to just leave the central skiing course if 
desired. After the border of the cardboard had 
been removed, the cardboard was positioned 
over the lines on the sub baseboard.

After testing, the Magnorail system can be fixed 
to the baseboard and the surrounding scenic 
work completed. The Noch kit provides a bag of 
‘snow’ scatter material and a handful of trees, 
plus a laser-cut wood kit of an Après Ski hut. 

A pair of small triangular metal pads on the 
base of the tyres ‘connect’ with the magnets 
in the running loop beneath the road surface.

So I could reuse the Noch trail base, I used the 
card snow scene overlay as a template for 
creating an oval road circuit. The road was 
painted and laid over the Magnorail base, then 
the landscaping and scenic work could begin.

15

18

16

19

STEP
BY

STEP

The chain sections are moulded in blue plastic, 
and are designed with a pin-and-slot 
connection. Assembly of the chain is easy – put 
the pin into the slot at an angle, then bend it 
horizontally until they marry up correctly.

After initial tests, I found that the chain came 
out of the motor drive when the skier passed 
overhead, so I added a piece of thin, clear 
acetate sheet, 5cm by 9cm, and held in place 
with screws in each of the four posts in the 
plastic motor housing.

11

14

The Magnorail system is also suited to 
everyday street scenes, with various 
pre-painted cyclists available. The figures’ 
legs are fixed to discs of clear plastic and they 
perform a realistic pedalling action while the 
cycle is in motion. 

It might be worth placing some discreet 
markings on the surface to help align the 
moving object with the magnets hidden 
beneath the surface. Alternatively, Magnorail 
produces a handy magnet-finding device.

17

20
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1) 00 CODE PO294 
2) 00 CODE PO292 

3) 00 CODE PO291
4) 00 CODE PO293 

5) 00 CODE PO295

2) WATCH TOWER

BUILD WITHIN THE WALLS 
OR AS A STAND-ALONE 
FOLLY 

CASTLE RANGE

View the full range and shop online

Or call 01729 830072

metcalfemodels.com

Join our growing online community
Join us on Facebook and share your Metcalfe journey. Search “Metcalfe 
Fh]^el�H_Û\bZe�@khni��Zg]�ebd^�hnk�iZ`^�9f^m\Ze_^fh]^el

BUILDING MATERIALS

COBBLESTONES
00 CODE M0051 / N CODE PN903

COBBLESTONES
00 CODE M0055 / N CODE PN903

TARMAC
00/N CODE M0056

CUT STONEWORK (M1 STYLE)
00 CODE M0057 / N CODE PN901

SEMI-CUT STONEWORK (B1 STYLE)
00 CODE M0058

DRESSED GRITSTONE
00 CODE M0052 

>G@BG>>K�L�;EN>�;KB<D
00 CODE M0053 

RED BRICK
00 CODE M0054 / N CODE PN900 

4) CURTAIN WALLS

VARIOUS LENGTHS OF 
STRAIGHT WALLS PLUS 2 X 
-.ė�<HKG>KL�:G=�*�Q�2)ė�
CORNER

3) CASTLE GATEHOUSE

A BEAUTIFUL GATEHOUSE, WHICH 
CAN STILL BE SEEN TODAY IN 
HISTORIC TOWNS AND CITIES.

5) CASTLE 
STONEWORK 
SHEETS

TOWN END COTTAGE
00 CODE PO267 / N DUE SOON

PARISH CHURCH
00 CODE PO226 / N CODE PN926

FIRE STATION
00 CODE PO289 / N CODE PN189

BUILD A MODEL RAILWAY DVDS
DVD01 / DVD02 / DVD03

FINE TIP GLUE APPLICATORS 
MT907

A STUNNING SERIES OF CASTLE KITS 
THAT CAN BE BUILT TOGETHER TO 
CREATE A MAGNIFICENT CASTLE IN ANY 
CONFIGURATION. 
N-SCALE AVAILABLE SOON!

1) CASTLE HALL

THE BEATING HEART 
OF THE CASTLE. CAN 
BE USED AS A STAND-
ALONE HOUSE OR AS 
PART OF A FORTIFIED 
CASTLE

VILLAGE KITS
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M
ost preservation societies, unless 

they’ve been very lucky and 

inherited an ex-BR shed, have had 

to create their own engineering 

facilities from scratch. Some have extended 

and transformed existing structures – the 

Severn Valley Railway’s extensive workshops 

feature the old Bridgnorth goods shed at its 

core – or they’ve had to build their own. The 

Great Central Railway’s Loughborough shed, 

for example, is an old aircraft hangar. 

My layout, ‘Trevean Sidings’, depicts a small 

preserved railway in Cornwall that requires 

a shed for its engineering business. 

I imagined an ultra-modern building, packed 

with modern utilities like air-con, water, gas, 

electricity, broadband and compressed air. 

I wanted an open, skeletal structure set 

within a building site atmosphere, with all the 

accessories that normally accompany such 

a scene, such as packing crates, and all the 

while the building would have to fit within the 

limited space available. 

With a small layout such as this, you really 

need to focus on the tiny details to maintain 

the viewer’s interest. I really wanted to 

achieve crisp, sharp, finescale edges and 

open, detailed girder work – and that would 

need careful planning. Having researched the 

steel-framed buildings on the internet and 

armed with personal observations from 

building sites, I was ready to begin. 

As Steve Nall�GHPRQVWUDWHV��PRGHOOLQJ�D�PRGHUQ�GHSRW��VXFK�DV�WKDW�\RXōG�ƓQG�RQ�
D�SUHVHUYHG�UDLOZD\��LV�DOO�DERXW�FDUHIXO�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ƓQHU�GHWDLOV�

SCRATCHBUILD A 
MODERN DEPOT

HOW TO 

3-4 
months
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Having built many plastic kits and 
scratchbuilt items over the years, I know 
that certain solvents can damage and even 
warp plastics. I needed to work out how 
I would keep the fragility and straight 
alignments of the girders, yet produce 
a model that was strong enough to handle 
but without using strong solvents that could 
affect the plastic girders. I used what I call 
the ‘tack and secure’ 
approach. I used just 
enough plastic 
solvent to join the 
girders together 
and then applied 
PVA glue from 
behind to 
strengthen the joint. 

During construction, 
I put a 4mm figure 

next to the building 
to get a sense of 

scale and realism.

TOP 

TIP
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Ratio 436 Chainlink Security fence, 
£12.90, Ratio 538 Gutters & 
Downpipes, £5.55 Availability: 

Gaugemaster Tel: 01903 884488 
Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

�X EMA Plastic Weld, £3.70; Brass 
Channel 1.5mm by 1,000mm, £6.25 
Availability: 4D Model Shop 
7HO�b0207 264 1288 
Web: www.modelshop.co.uk

�X Evergreen 283 350mm by 2.5mm 
+b&ROXPQ��e������(YHUJUHHQ�����
350mm by 2mm H Column 
�UHIbQR�b������e������(YHUJUHHQ������
Metal Siding, £6.75 Availability: 

Active Scale Models, Unit 22 
Foundry Business Park, Hockley, 
Essex SS5 4HS 7HO�b�����b�������
Web: www.activescalemodels.co.uk

TOOLS
�X Selection of paint brushes

�X Stanley knife

�X Scalpel and fresh blades

�X Self-healing cutting mat

�X Pair of tweezers

�X Steel rule

What you will needI used 
Microsoft 
PowerPoint 
to draw 
a rough plan, 
estimating 
the size of 
girders and 
key dimen-
sions. Total 
height was 
8cm and the 
square wall 
panels 
would be 
5cm by 6cm. 
Total length 
would be 
40cm.

Using the mock-up was an important part of 
the construction process and following a few 
minor tweaks, the mock-up was placed on the 
layout to check scale and looks. Happy with 
the initial outcome, I could now start the build.

I used Evergreen 283 for the base girth and 
then cut the slightly thinner cross members 
from Evergreen 282. Tolerances are tight and 
it took me a few attempts. I fixed them in place 
with solvent adhesive. 

I turned the structure over and applied PVA 
adhesive over the joints with a fine paintbrush 
to strengthen it. I cut the wall sections from 
Evergreen ribbed sheet 4530 and fixed the 
sections in place with PVA. 

1

4

2

5

Having built a second wall as a copy of the first 
one, it was now time to focus on the front end. 
Having prepared a paper mock-up, the front 
was cut from more Evergreen 4530. This was 
also an opportunity to define the roof profile. 

I placed what I had built so far on the layout 
to check that rolling stock would fit inside. 
The door was made, complete with a small 
electronic access keypad, and holes so 
I could fit some exterior lights at some point. 

I painted the insulation pale yellow. Struts of 
grey-painted Evergreen H column were glued 
on. Once dry, the balsa pieces were glued in. 
A thin section of rod was glued across them, 
and a sheet of inner wall was secured in place. 

7

108

I cut the columns and eave struts from 
Evergreen H-section plastic strip. Using my 
drawing, I cut a template out of foamboard 
from which I could cut the girders. I tacked the 
pieces in place with EMA Plastic Weld.

On the panel nearest the door, I formed the 
utilities hub. Gas, water, electricity etc all start 
here. I used a thin piece of plastic card, a few 
offcuts of pipe and some odds bits of etched 
brass from my scrap box. 

3

6

I wanted to suggest that the walls are insulated. 
Deception is permissible and dimensions do 
not have to be accurate for both walls. I cut 
rough panels from a block of balsa to represent 
insulation material and ‘roughed them up’.

9

STEP
BY

STEP
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Armed with sizes of the roof profile and beam 
widths, I started making elements of the shed’s 
roof. I cut Evergreen 283 to size using 
a template. What you might call the hypotenuse 
is cut shorter so it can sit on the eave struts.

For the beams to sit on the struts, I made these 
mounts using plastic strip. The bolts were cut 
from plastic rod. I assembled them using 
tweezers and solvent and then glued one to 
each end of the beam, aligned with the strut.

1413

To hide any warps in the eave struts, I cut 
a length of brass channel and glued it to the 
side to form the gutters. I used strips of 
masking tape to represent joins. Downpipes 
were added along the length of the channel.

Finally, etched brass louvres (from a 1:700 scale 
battleship kit) were cut and glued between 
some of the lower beams at ground level, 
representing some sort of ventilation or rodent 
deterrent system. It looks good, so it stays!

All it now needed was a few light sprays of 
primer. A light spray helps to highlight the lines 
in the panels, columns and etches. I added 
extra pipes to represent utilities. Thin strips of 
kitchen foil were cut and twirled as insulation. 

I cut squares of Ratio ‘wire’ security fencing and 
sprayed them blue, then lightly tacked them to 
a couple of gaps in the structure. I also added 
black power cables, draped over and through 
the girders, using flexible wire.

15

17

16

18

Support pipes were created with stiff wire and 
plastic tube, tacked into position with masking 
tape. When happy, I secured them with epoxy 
cement. The tubes give the impression that 
utilities installation is well under way. 

11

The far side wall structure could then be glued 
to the front entrance, checking for alignment 
across the columns. This also confirms the 
exact width for the separate roof beams. 
Once dry, the roof stage can get started.

12

Dressing the scene

$V�DbIUHTXHQW�WUDYHOOHU�WKURXJK�5HDGLQJ�
VWDWLRQ�GXULQJ�LWV�PXOWLPLOOLRQ�SRXQG�
UHIXUELVKPHQW��,bZDV�DEOH�WR�WDNH�QRWH�RI�
ZKDW�\RXōG�VHH�DURXQG�DbFDUHIXOO\�
PDQDJHG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�SURMHFW��EXW�
WKHUH�ZRXOG�REYLRXVO\�EH�GHEULV�DQG�
SDFNLQJ�PDWHULDOV�HYHU\ZKHUH�

Bachmann Scenecraft and P&D Marsh figures 

really help to suggest movement and building 

site activity.
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I noticed wooden 
packing crates at 
5HDGLQJ��,bKDG�
QR�LGHD�ZKDW�
ZDV�LQ�WKHP��
EXW�,bOLNHG�WKHP�
and decided to 
PRGHO�WKHP��
,bXVHG�WKLFN�
SODVWLF�+�FROXPQV�
FXW�LQWR���PP�OHQJWKV�
DQG�LQƓOOHG�WKHP�ZLWK�FRUN�
WLOHbRIIFXWV��7KH\�ZHUH�FODG�ZLWK�
(YHUJUHHQ�VWULS�DURXQG�WKUHH�
VLGHVbZLWK�WKLQ�SODVWLF�FDUG�WRSV�
DQGbEDVHV��
,�SDLQWHG�WKHP�DbWKLQ��SDOH�\HOORZ��

ZHDWKHUHG�DQG�JORVV�YDUQLVKHG�
WKHP��7KH�ŌWKLV�ZD\�XSō�DUURZV�DQG�
LQVWUXFWLRQV�DUH�WLQ\�GHFDOV��DQG�WKH�
ƓQLVKLQJ�WRXFK�LV�VRPH�SODVWLF�VKULQN�
ZUDS��FOLQJ�ƓOP��LQ�WKLV�LQVWDQFH���

What looks like scale models of new water 

pipes are simply drinking straws bound 

together with thin straps of plastic strip. 

The portable cabins are from Knightwing.

7KLQN�OLNH�'RZQHV
2QH�ELW�RI�DGYLFH�IURP�WKH�

JUHDW�PRGHO�EXLOGLQJ�PDVWHU�$OODQ�
'RZQHV�IRXQG�LWV�ZD\�LQWR�WKLV�VKHG�
Ŋ�\RX�RQO\�QHHG�WR�PRGHO�ZKDW�\RX�
FDQ�VHH��*LYHQ�WKDW�P\�OD\RXW�LV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�YLHZHG�IURP�ORZ�

GRZQ�DQG�IURP�WKH�IURQW��RQO\�RQH�
YLVLEOH�VXUIDFH�QHHGV�GHWDLOLQJ�IRU�
HDFK�VLGH��$QG�DV�ORQJ�DV�LW�ORRNV�
ULJKW�IURP�WKH�UHOHYDQW�YLHZLQJ�
DQJOHV��RQH�ZDOO�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�EH�
PXFK�WKLFNHU�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU��

TOP 

TIP
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A childhood dream

come true
Rapido Trains UK’s operations manager Andy Hardy tells Model Rail 

the story of how ‘Lynsford’ came to be.
Words: MR Team Photography: Chris Nevard



‘OO’ GAUGE LAYOUT LYNSFORD

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

Although the layout is only 6ft long, there is plenty of detail WR�HQMR\��7KH��'�SULQWHG�ƓJXUHV�have been expertly painted and SODFHG�LQ�VXFK�DbZD\�WKDW�DOO�RI�the miniature people look perfectly at home in their 
surroundings. 

“

”
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ne of the great things about the model 

railway industry is that, generally 

speaking, the professionals are also 

modellers just like you. That means that 

whether you speak to the Model Rail team or 

a manufacturer at a show, you’re chatting with 

a kindred spirit who enjoys the same things as you, 

struggles with the same techniques as you or suffers 

from the same modelling frustrations as you do. 

Rapido Trains has never shied away from the 

fact that its eccentric founder Jason Shron is 

a dedicated modeller, but what of the team behind 

the new UK business? 

New operations manager Andy Hardy is a familiar 

face in the world of real preserved railways, thanks to 

an enviable CV. Worked at the National Railway 

Museum? Check. Oversaw the Kent & East Sussex 

Railway’s day-to-day operations? Worked on 

new-build ‘A1’ Tornado? Guilty as charged. Written 

a book about the LNER ‘P2s’? Oh, yes that too.

But Andy is also a passionate railway modeller. 

Ever bought a figure or industrial locomotive kit from 

Hardy’s Hobbies? The fact that the name is the same 

isn’t a coincidence.

The fabulous little Southern Region terminus 

layout that you see before you – dubbed ‘Lynsford’ – 

shows just how far back Andy’s interest in model 

railways goes. It’s a joint project and the culmination 

of a long-time dream of Andy and his best friend 

Steve Bassett, whom he met at school.

They initially bonded over music but, one day, 

Steve saw Andy reading a copy of Railway Modeller. 
Not only did it turn out that Steve was also a budding 

modeller, but his dad Chris was also a layout builder 

of some repute. 

The pair pledged that they would, one day, build 

a layout together but, as with most projects, life has 

a habit of getting in the way. Steve went off to 

university in Birmingham while Andy also left Kent 

to study in Leeds. 

Fast-forward to 2016 and the pair were both back in 

their home county once more. Surely, the time was 

right to finally fulfil that pledge?

O

Layout presentation was just as important to 
6WHYH�DQG�$QG\�DV�GHWDLOLQJ�DbEXLOGLQJ�RU�
weathering the track. “We wanted people to see 
WKH�OD\RXW�IURP�DbGLVWDQFH�DQG�WKLQN�ŌWKDW�ORRNV�
QLFH��,ōG�EHWWHU�JR�DQG�ORRN�DW�WKDWō�Ő�$QG\�VD\V��

The classic station-esque valance was drawn 
RQ�DbFRPSXWHU�DQG�WKHQ�FXW�ZLWK�Db&1&�PDFKLQH��
It was designed to slot and screw together and 
WKH�ƓQLVKLQJ�WRXFKHV�ZHUH�Db6RXWKHUQ�VW\OH�OLYHU\�
and some station ‘hotdog’ signs. 
7KH�OD\RXW�LV�OLW�E\�WZR�/('�OLJKWLQJ�VWULSV��

2QHbSURGXFHV�DbZDUP��\HOORZ\�OLJKW�DQG�WKH�
RWKHU�LV�DbEULJKWHU�ZKLWH�OLJKW��%RWK�VWULSV�FDQ�EH�
GLPPHG�VR�WKH�OLJKWLQJ�FDQ�EH�PL[HG�DQG�
matched to depict different times of day or to 
cope with different environments. With its 
RQH�SLHFH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�DQG�EROW�WRJHWKHU�
YDODQFH�DQG�UREXVW�ZLULQJ�V\VWHP��WKH�HQWLUH�
OD\RXW�FDQ�EH�DVVHPEOHG�LQ�OHVV�WKDW����PLQXWHV��
Ō/\QVIRUGō�PDGH�LWV�H[KLELWLRQ�GHEXW�LQ�-DQXDU\�
�����EXW�&RYLG����REYLRXVO\�SXW�SDLG�WR�DQ\�
IXUWKHU�H[FXUVLRQV��+RZHYHU��LI�\RXōG�OLNH�WR�
ERRNbŌ/\QVIRUGō�IRU�DQ�H[KLELWLRQ��JHW�LQ�WRXFK�YLD�
www.hardyshobbies.co.uk/contact-us

Presenting ‘Lynsford’

2

3
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“The fabulous little 
Southern Region terminus 
layout that you see before 
you – dubbed ‘Lynsford’ – 

shows just how far back 
Andy’s interest in model 

railways goes”

7KH�PRGLƓHG�'DSRO�VLJQDOV�DUH�OLQNHG�WR�DbPLQL�
FRPSXWHU�WKDW�SURGXFHV�DbYDULHW\�RI�PRYHPHQW�
VSHHGV�DQG�DbUHDOLVWLF�ŌERXQFH�HIIHFWō�

$V�ZHOO�DV�LQWHULRU�OLJKWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�EXLOGLQJV��
WKH�URDG�YHKLFOHV�KDYH�DOVR�EHHQ�HTXLSSHG�ZLWK�
ZRUNLQJ�KHDG�DQG�WDLO�OLJKWV�

$OO�RI�WKH�ƓJXUHV�DUH��'�SULQWHG��XVLQJ�VFDQV�RI�UHDO�
SHRSOH��7KH\�KDYH�DOO�EHHQ�H[SHUWO\�SDLQWHG�WR�JLYH�
WKHP�H[WUD�UHDOLVP�

1

2

3

things we like3
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“We found an alcove in my house for a layout that 

measured 202cm by 45cm,” Andy recalls. “We laid 

a big sheet of paper out on the floor and started 

planning. It took nearly two years to complete and 

we only just finished it the night before its first 

public appearance.”

Being Kentish men, it’s natural that both Steve 

and Andy are fans of the Southern Region, including 

its third-rail electrified network. That plan became 

‘Lynsford’, a fictitious Southern Region branch 

terminus in an equally fictitious south-of-England 

seaside resort. The trackplan is minimal, but it 

reflects the crammed in, slightly squeezed nature 

where the railway fought for space against the high 

demand for housing and accommodation that these 

rising watering holes demanded. ‘Lynsford’ may be 

a fictional place, but there’s more than a hint of the 

North Kentish coast mixed in with a pinch of 

Swanage and a drop or two of, say, Ventnor West on 

the Isle of Wight. 

Sadly, the limited space means that you won’t 

find Bulleid ‘Pacifics’ hauling ten-coach holiday 

specials here. “The maximum we can get in the 

platforms is three coaches and a tank locomotive,” 

Andy says, “but our trains usually comprise just 

two coaches.”

One of the benefits of modelling the Southern 

Region of British Railways in ‘OO’ is that there is a 

wealth of locomotives, coaches and EMUs to take 

advantage of. In fact, there are so many excellent 

4
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It’s probably no surprise that not only do 
ƓJXUHV�SOD\�DbSURPLQHQW�SDUW�RQ�Ō/\QVIRUGō�EXW�
WKDW�PRVW�RI�WKHP�DUH�IURP�WKH�+DUG\ōV�+REELHV�
UDQJH��7KH�EHQHƓW�RI�UXQQLQJ�\RXU�RZQ�ƓJXUH�
PDQXIDFWXULQJ�EXVLQHVV�LV�WKDW�\RX�DQG�IULHQGV�
FDQ�QRW�RQO\�EH�LPPRUWDOLVHG�LQ�PRGHO�IRUP�EXW�
WKDW�\RX�FDQ�KDYH�LPPHQVH�IXQ�LQ�GUHVVLQJ�XS�
DQG�SRVLQJ�IRU�VFDQV�
,Q�IDFW��WKH�RQO\�QRQ�+DUG\ōV�+REELHV�ƓJXUHV�

LV�Db0RGHO8�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�$QG\�KLPVHOI�DQG�
KLV�:HVW�+LJKODQG�WHUULHU�7HG��ZKR�VDGO\�GLHG�LQ�
������$QG\ōV�SDVVLRQ�IRU�:HVWLHV�LV�UHŴHFWHG�LQ�
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�IRXU�WR�EH�IRXQG�RQ�WKH�
OD\RXW��DV�ZHOO�DV�FDWV�

ŏ7KHUH�DUH�QHYHU�HQRXJK�FDWV�RQ�OD\RXWV�Ő�KH�
H[SODLQV��ŏ$W�RQH�SRLQW�VHHPLQJO\�HYHU\�IDFWRU\��
VWDWLRQ�DQG�VXFK�OLNH�KDG�DbFDW�IRU�FRQWUROOLQJ�
SHVWV��<RX�GRQōW�RIWHQ�VHH�WKLV�PRGHOOHG�EXW�
ZHōYH�JRW�ƓYH�RU�VL[�FDWV�RQ�WKH�OD\RXW�LQFOXGLQJ�
RQH�DVOHHS�RQ�WKH�VLJQDOPDQōV�FKDLU�Ő

$OO�WKH�ƓJXUHV�ZHUH�VHQW�WR�(OOLRW�$VKFURIW�
IRUbSDLQWLQJ��ŏ+H�ZRUNHG�KLV�PDJLF�RQ�WKHP�Ő�
DGGHG�$QG\��ŏJLYLQJ�WKHP�DbOHYHO�RI�GHSWK�
DQGbGHWDLO�WKDW�ZH�FRXOGQōW�DFKLHYH�ZLWK�
DbEUXVKbRXUVHOYHV�

Populating ‘Lynsford’

“,W�WRRN�QHDUO\�WZR�\HDUV�WR�
FRPSOHWH�DQG�ZH�RQO\�MXVW�

ƓQLVKHG�LW�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�LWV�
ƓUVW�SXEOLF�DSSHDUDQFH”

7

5

6
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7KH�RQH�SLHFH����FP�E\���FP�EDVHERDUG�LV�DbVLPSOH�
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI��PP�SO\�RQ�VRIWZRRG�EDWWHQV��,WōV�
DbFRPELQDWLRQ�WKDW�$QG\�KDV�XVHG�EHIRUH�EXW��WKLV�WLPH��KH�ZHQW�
IRU���PP�GHHS�EDWWHQV�VR�WKDW�DOO�ZLULQJ��SRLQW�PRWRUV�DQG�
VHUYRV�ZHUH�VDIHO\�SURWHFWHG�LQ�WKH�UHFHVV�XQGHU�WKH�ERDUG��
7R�VXSSRUW�WKH�OD\RXW�DW�H[KLELWLRQV��6WHYH�DQG�$QG\�XVH�

DbSDLU�RI�,NHD�)LQQYDUG�WUHVWOHV��ŏ,�FDQōW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�PRUH�
SHRSOH�GRQōW�XVH�WKHVH�Ő�$QG\�VD\V��ŏ7KH\ōUH�KHLJKW�
DGMXVWDEOH��ZHOO�PDGH�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�DbVKHOI�WKDWōV�UHDOO\�
KDQG\�IRU�VWRULQJ�VWRFN�RU�SRZHU�VXSSOLHV�RII�WKH�ŴRRU��
:KDWōV�PRUH��WKH\ōUH�RQO\�e���HDFK�Ő�

Simple baseboards

10

8



www.model-rail.co.uk
77

pre-Grouping Southern coaches that Steve and Andy 

have been able to invoke a ‘no Mk 1’ rule. Maybe, 

seeing that BR’s standard bogie coach never made it 

across the Solent, that’s where that Isle of Wight-esque 

feeling comes from. 

A minimal trackplan is key to the success of a micro 

layout. Steve and Andy have not fallen into the trap of 

trying to squeeze in a bit more track here or an extra 

siding there. There are just two points on the 122cm 

long scenic section and a double-slip in the fiddleyard 

that gives access to both platforms. That’s right, 

a complete layout with just four points (all of which 

are powered by Gaugemaster solenoids).

“Like some Southern stations, trains are propelled 

out of the station area before a run-round.” Andy says, 

“or, if there’s a spare locomotive kicking around, 

a shunt release takes place.”

‘Lynsford’ is the first ‘proper’ layout that both Steve 

and Andy have built, although both have dabbled with 

layouts before. It was very much a team effort, with 

them sharing key responsibilities. That said, Steve took 

the lead with one of the key scenic features, the row of 

terraces behind the station. 

“We both like terraced houses,” Andy jokes. 

“They’re built from laser-cut kits and Steve did all the 

wiring inside. It took him a year on and off and he 

basically turned up with them ready to install.”

Andy hails Chris Nevard as an inspiration. Chris’ 

layouts may be small but they have enough subtle 

detail to hold your attention for as long as a giant 

tail-chasing exhibition floor filler. ‘Lynsford’ takes that 

Chris Nevard approach and, not surprising for 

someone who launched a business 3D-printing people 

from laser scans, technology plays a key part in 

achieving this. 

Those terraced houses, for example, not only have 

detailed gardens (making good use of the myriad 

detailing parts from European manufacturers 

alongside his own 3D-printed accessories) but they 

have 3D-printed interiors – including furniture and 

people. The 3D-printer has been employed elsewhere 

too (most notably figures – see p75) but it has also 

made brackets to hold the Gaugemaster Autofrog 

polarity switching devices and mounts for the signal 

servos and computer under the baseboard.

Lighting plays a key part too. There are the usual 

suspects – streetlights and platform lamps and so on 

– but even the houses have interior lights. These are 

wired in a way so that different combinations of lights 

come on to mimic people moving about inside.

It’s all very well having lights in buildings but, when 

the sun goes down, road vehicles also put their lights 

on. As yet, one of the very few 1:76 scale road vehicle 

9
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with working lights is Rapido’s Birmingham ‘New 

Look’ Guy Arab bus. Steve bought the bus before he 

joined Rapido. “We saw the bus being advertised and 

thought ‘we like the look of that’,” he remembers. 

What started the team down a slippery slope was 

when they bought a 1:76 scale motorbike with working 

lights too. 

“We sent a box of Oxford Diecast models off to 

Leigh Hobbies & Models,” Andy said. Proprietor 

Chris Bate fitted them with battery-powered 

lighting units for the headlamps and rear lights. This 

is a much neater solution than having lots of trailing 

wires under the baseboard and also allows the 

vehicles to be repositioned. 

Having produced a range of industrial locomotive 

kits – and now responsible for Rapido’s forthcoming 

Hunslet 16in 0-6-0ST, it’s no surprise that Andy has 

a love of industrial locomotive kits. In fact, he readily 

admits that he likes “dirt and grime”. “I love Dave 

Hall’s industrial layouts,” he says. 

Weathering is, therefore, an important factor 

and Steve and Andy have been careful to weather 

everything on the layout (using a mix of washes 

and powders). 

“I like to see consistency across the layout.” Andy 

explains. “On some layouts, you see beautifully 

toned-down scenery but the locomotives are straight 

from the box. Or you see fantastically weathered 

locomotives but the buildings are still pristine. Either 

way, it jars. That’s why we’ve weathered everything, 

just to ensure that visual consistency.”

What does it feel like having finally fulfilled 

that childhood pledge of building a layout 

together? Did they achieve everything that they set 

out to do? “Well, we’ve always said that we wanted 

to build a layout that was better than Steve’s dad’s,” 

Andy jokes. 

“Seriously, building ‘Lynsford’ has felt really rather 

good. Considering that even in the time we started 

building it we have both started families, it’s quite an 

achievement to build something to this standard. 

“We both think we’ve created something that would 

be a worthy next door neighbour to Steve’s dad’s 

layout at a show.” 

Though there were strict procedures to follow, 
signalmen were human beings. The majority 
were sticklers for the rules but some were 
DbOLWWOH�PRUH�VODSGDVK��6LJQDOV�FRXOG�EH�SXOOHG�
RII�ODWH�RU�DbKHDY\�KDQGHG�WRXFK�FRXOG�OHDG�WR�
the arm bouncing. In order to maximise 
‘Lynsford’s’ impact, its signalling has been 
designed to mimic this human fallibility. 
7KH�VLJQDOV�WKHPVHOYHV�DUH�VKRS�VRLOHG�

Dapol items (they were bought from Dapol with 
IDLOHG�PRWRUV��DQG�WKH\ōYH�EHHQ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�
VHUYRV��7KH\ōUH�SRZHUHG��KRZHYHU��E\�DQ�
$UGXLQR�PLFUR�FRPSXWHU��ZKLFK�$QG\ōV�EURWKHU�
�DQRWKHU�6WHYH��KDV�SURJUDPPHG�ZLWK�DbYDULHW\�
RI�GLIIHUHQW�SXOO�RII�VSHHGV�DQG�DQ�DUP�ERXQFH�
on their return to Danger. But these are 
SURJUDPPHG�WR�EH�UDQGRP��VR�QHLWKHU�6WHYH�
nor Andy will know what will happen when they 
ŴLFN�DbVZLWFK��

“If we were building the layout again,” Andy 
says, “we would like to do something similar 
with the lighting to make it more lifelike and 
random… just like Miniatur Wunderland!”

Clever signals

11

12
Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

2

6



www.model-rail.co.uk
79

Gauge and scale: ‘OO’

Time to build: Two years

Size: 6ft 7in by 1ft 5in

Track: Peco

Power and control: DCC, Gaugemaster 

Prodigy Express

FACTFILE: ‘LYNSFORD’

I am Rapido Trains UK’s Operations Manager. 

:KHQ�,ōP�QRW�UXQQLQJ�DbPRGHO�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�

EXVLQHVV�RU�GULYLQJ�UHDO�VWHDP�ORFRPRWLYHV��

,bHQMR\�EXLOGLQJ�/HJR�UDLOZD\�PRGHOV��NHHSLQJ�

DQLPDOV�DQG�SOD\LQJ�WKH�WUXPSHW�

3OXPEHU�6WHYH�LV�DOVR�DQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�EDVV�

SOD\HU�DQG�GUXPPHU��DQG�DbNHHQ�

FDPSDQRORJLVW��

MODELLER CV: 
$1'<b+$5'<

1f
t 

5
in

6ft 7in

12
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10

5
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‘L’-shaped layouts

ere are just two possibilities for a 6ft by 
4ft ‘L’-shaped layout. Both are quite 
different; one with fairly intensive traffic, 
including passenger and freight, the other 

a more sedate, freight-only shunting line. The 
Somerset & Dorset plan has scope for an intensive 
locomotive fleet, largely BR Standard steam types, 
along with ex-LMS and Southern traction, along 
with the odd ex-GWR interloper. The Middleton 

6ft by 4ft 

‘L’-shaped
Paul A. Lunn�RIIHUV�DbFRXSOH�RI�VOLJKW�YDULDWLRQV�RQ�WKH��IW�E\�

�IW�WKHPH��LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�SRSXODU�6RPHUVHW�	�'RUVHW�OLQH�DQG�
WKH�&URPIRUG�	�+LJK�3HDN�URXWH�WKURXJK�WKH�ZLOGV�RI�

'HUE\VKLUH�

+
Top plan, however, will require only a couple 
of Class J94 ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0Ts and perhaps 
a Class 03 diesel. 

Although the ‘L’ shape is in the same format for 
both plans, track intensity along the short 4ft leg 
couldn’t be more different. These designs, along 
with others I’ve devised, suggest there are 
potentially numerous varied options that can be 
successfully fitted into a standard baseboard size.

0DVWHUSODQ�Ō/ō�VKDSHG�OD\RXWV
7UDFN�SODQV�WR�JHW�\RX�WKLQNLQJ�LQ�WKUHH�GLPHQVLRQV

$OO�DUWZRUN�DQG�SKRWRJUDSK\�E\�3DXO�$��/XQQ�XQOHVV�VWDWHG�RWKHUZLVH�

BR Standard classes frequently appeared 

on the S&DJR, as this image illustrates. 

No. 73051 stands at Evercreech, with the 

Evercreech-Bournemouth service in May 

1964. Note the typical station building 

with forward-sloping canopy, it’s 

a structure, in terms of size, relevant for 

the proposed layout. RICHARD INWOOD, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION
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PLAN 1 – 

SOMERSET AND DORSET BRANCH
In recent years there’s been an ever-increasing fascination with the Somerset 

and Dorset Joint Railway. Perhaps much of the raised awareness can be traced 

EDFN�WR�DbQXPEHU�RI�DUWLFOHV�E\�0DF�3\UNH��ZKLFK�DSSHDUHG�LQ�Railway Modeller 
PDJD]LQH�ZHOO�RYHU�KDOI�DbFHQWXU\�DJR��Berrow��6HSWHPEHU������DQG�$SULO������

and Operating the Berrow Branch��2FWREHU��������

,�ZDV�UHPLQGHG�RI�0DF�3\UNHōV�SODQV�E\�JRRG�IULHQG�DQG�IHOORZ�PRGHOOHU��

-RQDWKDQ�6WRFNZHOO��DV�KH�DLPHG�WR�UHSOLFDWH�VRPHWKLQJ�VLPLODU��WKRXJK�DW�

�IWbE\��IW��LQ�LQ�OLQHDU�IRUPDW��ULJKW�DQG�EHORZ���<RX�FDQ�VHH�IURP�KLV�

preliminary work that one of the best ways to sort out what you want is to 

DVVHPEOH�YDULRXV�SLHFHV�RI�WUDFN�FRPSRQHQWV�DQG��ZKHUHYHU�SRVVLEOH��UHOHYDQW�

buildings. There are certainly more ready-to-plant items nowadays than in 

0DFōV�WLPH��EXW�VFUDS�ER[HV�RU�FDUG�WHPSODWHV�ZLOO�DOVR�VXIƓFH��,Q�WKLV�ZD\��\RX�

can check out both operational potential and appearance before committing 

to actual building.

:KDWHYHU�OD\RXW�LV�EHLQJ�EXLOW��LWōV�

always worth investing the time to 

ƓQGbWKH�RSWLPXP�DSSHDUDQFH��,ōYH�

EHHQ�GHVLJQLQJ�DbƓFWLWLRXV�

DUUDQJHPHQW��EDVHG�FORVHO\�RQ�6	'�

SUDFWLFH��IRU�-RQDWKDQ�%URZQ��,W�

consists of the gracefully curving 

0LGIRUG�6WDWLRQ�DQG�YLDGXFW�ZLWK�

DbUHSRVLWLRQHG�JRRGV�\DUG��7KHUHōV�

DbYDULDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�VKHG�DW�

7HPSOHFRPEH��:LQGVRU�+LOO�WZLQ�VLQJOH�

ERUH�WXQQHOV��DbIDLUO\�JHQHULF�FROOLHU\�

DQG�VXEVWDQWLDO�ƓGGOH\DUG��

6FHQLFDOO\��WKH�PDMRU�IHDWXUH�LV�WKH�

YLDGXFW�ZLWK�WKH�H[�*UHDW�:HVWHUQ�

EUDQFK�OLQH�SDVVLQJ�EHORZ��%HFDXVH�RI�

potential issues in dropping 

DbEDVHERDUG�VHFWLRQ��,ōYH�VXJJHVWHG�WR�

-RQDWKDQ�WKDW�KH�PDNHV�DbSURWRW\SH�WR�

ascertain the best height between 

upper and lower tracks. The 

accompanying image shows his 

ƓUVWbDWWHPSW��0\�DGYLFH�DW�WKLVbSRLQW�ZDV�

to consider several increased heights.  

While there’s no space for a viaduct on 

WKH�DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�OD\RXW�SODQ��WKH�

method described here applies equally 

to the sizing and grouping of industrial 

buildings and any view-blocking groups 

RI�WUHHV��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�FXUYHbEHWZHHQ�

VFHQLF�DQG�QRQ�VFHQLFbVHFWLRQV�

$ORQJ�ZLWK�0DF�3\UNH�DUWLFOHV��WKH�

WZR�SURMHFWV�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH�LQVSLUHG�

the design seen here. There’s an 

LQFUHDVHG�DPRXQW�RI�SURWRW\SH�ƓGHOLW\��

FRPSDUHG�WR�PRVW�VWDQGDUG��IW�E\��IW�

OD\RXWV��DORQJ�ZLWK�DbOHVV�REWUXVLYH�

‘L’-shaped baseboard. The important 

TXHVWLRQ�LV��FDQ�\RX�KDYH�DbVXFFHVVIXO�

OD\RXW�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�FRQƓQHV"
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You can focus on structures and scenic treatment simultaneously 
with the track plan. It’s best done this way, so that you leave enough 
VSDFH�IRU�SDUWLFXODU�IHDWXUHV��7KH�SODWIRUP�LV�ORQJ�HQRXJK�IRU�DbPDLQ�
line locomotive and two coaches, at around 3ft and, therefore 
DQ\WKLQJ�OHVV��VXFK�DV�DbWDQN�HQJLQH��FRDFK�DQG�SDUFHOV�YDQ�ZLOO�EH�
HDV\�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH��,ōYH�SODFHG�WKH�VWDWLRQ�DW�WKH�UHDU�DV�DbZD\�RI�
helping to mask where 3D modelling and 2D backscene meet. 
Furthermore, it allowed me to site the yard in an easily accessible 
foreground position. Note how the goods shed and adjacent tree is 
XVHG�WR�GLVJXLVH�WKH�ULJKW�KDQG�HQG�EDFNVFHQH��,bVXJJHVW�WKH�PLGGOH�
\DUG�VLGLQJ��ZKHQ�QRW�LQ�XVH�IRU�JRRGV�WUDIƓF��DFWV�DV�DbKHDGVKXQW�IRU�
WKH�QHDUE\�LQGXVWU\��,bWKLQN�RQH�RI�0DFōV�OD\RXWV�KDG�DbFUHDPHU\�RU�
similar, though you could have anything that suits your interest.

Here’s the layout design in its early 
stages. Most of it came good from the 
VWDUW�EXW�,bZDV�GLVDSSRLQWHG�LQ�KRZ�
short two of the three industry sidings 
ZHUH��%\�FKDQJLQJ�WZR�67����V�DW�$bDQG�
%�DQG�DGGLQJ�DbVHFRQG�FXUYHG�SRLQW��LWōV�
easy to rectify.  

X�ST-200 x 6

X�ST-201 x 8

X�ST-203 x 17

X�ST-204 x 2

X�ST-205 x 1 ISO

X�ST-225 x 5

X�ST-226 x 3

X�ST-227 x 4

X�ST-238 x 1

X�ST-240 x 2

X�ST-241 x 6

X�ST-244 x 1

X�ST-245 x 3

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

:KHQHYHU�,bZRUN�RQ�DbPLQLPXP�VSDFH�
project, regardless of the track to be 
XVHG��,bPRUH�RIWHQ�WKDQ�QRW�VWDUW�ZLWK�
Hornby’s Quarter Scale Track Planning 
Templates (R619). They’re extremely 
reliable and you know in an instant what 
you’re going to get; number of tracks 
ZLWKLQ�DbEDVHERDUG�ZLGWK��OHQJWK�RI�
sidings and so on, and it’s easy to make 
improvements or rectify mistakes, as the 
following images show.

EARLY STAGES

BEFORE

AFTER
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Above: Ex-LMS type loco-

motives were part of the 

mainstay on the S&DJR, from 

the lowliest ‘Jinty’ 0-6-0T to 

‘7F’ 0-8-0s. Here we see ‘4F’ 

No. 44422 on the Temple-

combe – Bath service, May 20 

1964. RICHARD INWOOD, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

Below: Ivatt 2-6-2T No. 41296 

on a Templecombe Upper to 

Lower service, with a train 

that would fit very comfort-

ably alongside the 3ft model 

platform length, on August 22 

1964. RICHARD INMAN, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

Above: Although Hatherleigh 

is miles away from the S&D, 

I want to share this perfect 

minimum-space branch 

train from the BR steam 

era. Another Ivatt ‘2MT’, 

No. 41208 is hauling a single 

Bulleid coach on August 20 

1964. RICHARD INWOOD, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

Right: It would be remiss 

not to include an image 

of a ‘West Country’ class 

locomotive, so here’s No. 34094 

Mortehoe. The original 

light ‘Pacifics’ were regular 

performers on the S&D with only 

three or four coaches, as seen in 

the opening scene of The Titfield 

Thunderbolt. RICHARD INWOOD, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION

Right: Ex-LMS Ivatt ‘2MT’ No. 41242, 

with a suitably short mixed train, 

on the Highbridge Branch, with an 

Evercreech to Highbridge service, 

on April 20 1964. RICHARD INWOOD, 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION
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PLAN 2 – MIDDLETON TOP
There are numerous locations along the Cromford and High Peak Railway that are 
ZRUWK�PRGHOOLQJ��,bFKRVH�0LGGOHWRQ�7RS�ZLWK�LWV�PRGHVW�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�VLGLQJV��
DbORFRPRWLYH�VKHG��ZLQGLQJ�KRXVH�DQG�QDUURZ�JDXJH�UDLOZD\��+DYLQJ�WXUQHG�
DbEOLQG�H\H�WR�DQ\�UHOHYDQW�GDWHV��WKH\ōUH�DOO�LQFOXGHG�LQ�RQH�FRPSRVLWH�VFHQH��
,ōYHbDYRLGHG�WKH�LQFOLQH��GXH�WR�FRPSOH[�EXLOG�LVVXHV��SURYLGLQJ�LQVWHDG�DQ�
RII�VWDJH��QRQ�VFHQLF�VKRUW�VHFWLRQ�RI�WUDFN�ZKHUH�ZDJRQV�FDQ�EH�UHPRYHG�
DGGHG��E\�KDQG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�GLUHFWLRQ�DQG�ORDG��7KLV�IDFLOLW\��ZKLOH�H[WUHPHO\�
XVHIXO��FUHDWHV�DQ�LVVXH�LQ�WKDW�LW�UHTXLUHV�DbKROH�LQ�WKH�EDFNVFHQH��,bKDYH�
HPSOR\HG�VRPH�FDUHIXO�PDQLSXODWLRQ�RI�QHDUE\�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�EHHQ�LQVSLUHG�E\�
DbVLPLODU�DUHD�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�6KHHS�3DVWXUH�,QFOLQH��DOEHLW�ZLWK�VOLJKWO\�PRUH�
YHJHWDWLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��,ōYH�VXJJHVWHG�DbŌEDIŴH�SDQHOō�WR�EORFN�DQ\�YLHZ�RI�WKH�
QRQ�VFHQLF�QDUURZ�JDXJH�OLQH�EHKLQG��:LWK�WKH�OD\RXW�YLHZHG�QHDU�H\H�OHYHO��DOO�
of these factors should come together to hide the hole.
,�ORYH�WKH�LGHD�RI�WUDLQV�SDVVLQJ�EHKLQG�VWUXFWXUHV�DQG�YHJHWDWLRQ�DQG��ZLWK�WKLV�

LQ�PLQG��WKHUHōV�DbJDS�EHWZHHQ�HQJLQH�KRXVH�DQG�ORFRPRWLYH�VKHG�IRU�DbJOLPSVH�
RI�WKH�PDLQ�OLQH�DQG�QDUURZ�JDXJH�UDLOZD\�EHKLQG��,ōYH�UHSHDWHG�WKH�SURFHVV��
IXUWKHU�OHIW��EHWZHHQ�VKHG�DQG�ZDWHU�WRZHU��EXW�ZLWK�DbODUJHU�YLHZLQJ�JDS��
7KHbWUDFN�SODQ�LV�TXLWH�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�SURWRW\SH�DOWKRXJK�PRUH�JHRPHWULFDOO\�
ULJLG��$GYDQFHG�PRGHOOHUV�PD\�ZLVK�WR�VXEVWLWXWH�ZLWK�ŴH[LEOH�WUDFN��UHWDLQLQJ�
WKH�6HWUDFN�OHIW�KDQG�QRQ�VFHQLF�FXUYHG�SRLQW��DGMXVWLQJ�WUDFN�FHQWUHV�DV�\RX�
FRPH�URXQG�WKH�FXUYH�WR�VXLW�WKH�QDUURZHU�VSDFLQJ�RI�6WUHDPOLQH�SRLQWV��,WōV�
ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�WKDW�6HWUDFN�VWUDLJKW�SRLQWV�DUH����PP�ORQJ��ZKHUHDV�6WUHDPOLQH�
DUH����PP��VR�WKHUHōV�YHU\�OLWWOH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��RWKHU�WKDQ�DSSHDU-
DQFH��7KH�QRQ�VFHQLF�DUUDQJHPHQW��H[WUHPH�OHIW��GRHV�QRW�SXUSRUW�WR�EH�
DbƓGGOH\DUG��PHUHO\�DbKHDGVKXQW�DQG�IRU�ORFRPRWLYH�VWDEOLQJ�

Above: One last wagon. By the time of my first visit to the Cromford and High Peak Railway, 

almost everything had either been removed or demolished. For the benefit of visitors, Derby-

shire County Council has contrived this scene which, in black and white, almost creates the 

impression of pre-closure days. I can wholeheartedly recommend a visit here and to other sites 

along the line. 

Below: The engine house was built in 1829 by the Butterley Company to haul wagons up 

Middleton Incline and is constructed from dressed Gritstone blocks with a pitched slate 

roof. The adjacent boiler room has a single pitched roof made of tiles with walls from 

blue and red brick. Much greater detail and approximate footprint sizing is available at 

https://her.derbyshire.gov.UK/MONUMENT/MDR9457

If you look very carefully on the opposite side of the tracks, 

from the visitor centre, there are remnants of a long-defunct 

narrow gauge line and loading dock which once served 

a quarry at nearby Middleton. 



Below: Most of the earlier 

locomotives used on the line are not 

available ready-to-run, although there are some 

possible make-do alternatives, like Hornby’s various 

0-4-0Ts. For the later period, we can choose either a Hornby or 

EFE Rail ‘J94’ 0-6-0T and a Bachmann Branchline Class 03 diesel shunter 

(D2379 and D2383 are known to have worked on the C&HP). Here we see ‘J94s’ 

68012 and 68006 taking water at Middleton Top, while working the final day of a SLS 

Special railtour, on April 30 1967. PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION
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X�ST-200 x 9

X�ST-201 x 4

X�ST-203 x 12

X�ST-225 x 6

X�ST-226 x 2

X�ST-227 x 1

X�ST-230 x 1

X�ST-235 x 1

X�ST-240 x 3

X�ST-241 x 4

X�ST-244 x 1

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

O Each square represents 1ft.

NOTES TO ALL PLANS
All track components are listed as Peco 
products but can be substituted with 
Hornby track or similar. Please note that 
where two ST-203’s occur together 
WKHVH�FDQ�EH�VXEVWLWXWHG�ZLWK�Db67������

X�P indicates power supply to track

X�All track plans use second radius 
FXUYHV�XQOHVV�VKRZQ�RWKHUZLVH�ZLWK�Db���
��RU���QHDUE\��ƓUVW��WKLUG�DQG�IRXUWK�
radius respectively.

X�NSP indicates Non-Standard Piece of 
track – requires cutting to length.

X�Peco Loco Lifts are suggested for 
ease of transferring/turning locos and 
stock.

X�ISO – Isolating standard straight.

Left: Structures and vegetation at the top of Middle-

ton Incline were minimal, as it was at Sheep Pasture 

Incline Top, which is seen here in 1961. Note the 

well-tended flowerbed and BR-pattern signal arm. 

PAUL A. LUNN COLLECTION 
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Lighting system for DMU & EMU 

multiple units DCC compatible can also 

be used as coach lighting

���������������	��������

DCC Decoder Tester 

for 6, 8 and 21 pin socket 

also 9 pin JST connector.

With Motor £28.99

Without motor £27.99
18 pin next adapter board available

������������������	����������

Chassis PSU Board 

for up to 10 led units  

£3.99 12-20v input

Lighting board 

packs of 10 £8.00

���������	��
����
�������������������

Grain of Wheat Bulbs

colours & clear 

£0.40

100 clear £30

The decoder is fully NMRA compatible.

Dimensions: Length 1.1” (28mm) Width 0.6” 

(15.5mm) Thickness 0.2” (5mm)

DCC standard decoder suitable size for OO/HO scale 

locomotives

Motor current 1.5 Amp continuous and 2 Amp peak

Motor overload protect adjustable   

 4 or 6 x 100mA function outputs

Back-EMF with silent motor control

8 Pin version

ET 203 6 output Offer price Single £21.99 

Packs of 5 £99.99

Offer price Single £21.00

Packs of 5 £95.99

ET 201  6 output
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Automatic wire 

strippers

was £ 6.95

Now £6.25
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DMG Technical Ltd

Unit10 Glan y Llyn Ind Est

Taffs Well, Cardiff

CF15 7JD

 Tel 02920 813136

Cable single and Bi Colour Multicore Diodes Pushbuttons Nylon fixings CrimpsResistors LED’S

P & P £ 3.50

Free on orders over  £100
Telephone ord

ers 

welcome 
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In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Reviews

Our reviewers
George Dent
A modern image expert, who also 
tests tools and modelling products.

Chris Leigh
:URWH�KLV�ƓUVW�UHYLHZ�LQ������DQG�
hasn’t stopped since! 

88
Bachmann 
&ODVVb����

92
Revolution 
&ODVVb��

96
KR Models 
((bJDVbWXUELQH�*7�

100
+RUQE\���DQG�
6-wheel coaches

How we test
At Model Rail��ZH�SULGH�RXUVHOYHV�RQ�WKH�TXDOLW\��

WKRURXJKQHVV�DQG�XQELDVHG�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�UHYLHZV��:H�

assess models on their looks, performance, features and 

YDOXH�IRU�PRQH\��:H�DOVR�UXQ�WKHP�RQ�RXU�WHVW�WUDFN��ZKLFK�

IHDWXUHV���LQ����DQG���LQ����JUDGLHQWV�LQ�ERWK�Ō1ō�DQG�Ō22ō��

QRW�WR�PHQWLRQ�QXPHURXV�FKDOOHQJLQJ�WUDFN�FRQƓJXUDWLRQV�

88

92

96

100
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S
ince their emergence in 

the late 1990s, Direct 

Rail Services’ Class 20/3 

fleet has been a firm 

favourite with enthusiasts. The 

fusion of a heritage traction type 

with modern external fittings, 

handsome livery and their use on 

eye-catching traffic flows – 

especially nuclear flask workings 

– has cemented their place in 

modern traction history. 

Modellers tempted to recreate 

the modified ‘Choppers’ have 

been faced with the need to hack 

First announced in 2017, it’s 

great to finally see one of these 

models in the flesh. It’s quite 

a weighty beast for such 

a compact locomotive, giving the 

Bo-Bo an impressive tractive 

effort. But we’ll come to 

performance shortly. Firstly, let’s 

admire the aesthetics… 

HOW DOES IT LOOK?
The rebuilt cab and nose ends 

are exquisitely rendered, with 

the WiPAC light clusters, 

multiple working equipment 

existing models around, with 

a variety of etched metal and 

resin detailing parts being 

provided from Shawplan/

Extreme Etchings and PH 

Designs. Having rebuilt a number 

of Bachmann Class 20s in this 

way, I can vouch for the job being 

a labour-intensive one.

Thanks to the folks at 

Bachmann Branchline, there’s 

now an opportunity to purchase 

a ready-made Class 20/3, with an 

all-new Type 1 hitting the shelves 

of model shops this month. And 

oh my, what a beauty it is. As soon 

as the locomotive is removed 

from its box, it’s clear that this is 

a completely revamped Class 20, 

not simply a new body tooling 

atop an existing chassis. 

Bachmann’s previous ‘OO’ 

Class 20 (first released in 2004) is 

a very fine model, but it has 

begun to lag behind more 

contemporary products in terms 

of lighting and finer details. This 

version, however, has all the ‘bells 

and whistles’ that we’ve come to 

expect in the 2020s.

%DFKPDQQ�&ODVVb����
X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�%DFKPDQQ��������&ODVVb�����������'56�Ō&RPSDVVō�OLYHU\��X PRICE £179.95  X AVAILABILITY %DFKPDQQ�VWRFNLVWV�Web www.bachmann.co.uk

Detailed cab 
interior

PluX22 decoder 
socket and built-in 

speaker

Working head 
and tail lights

Cab interior 
lights

NEM couplings
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Overall attention to detail 
is impressive, but the 
windscreen washer jets are 
DbKLJKOLJKW�

There are plenty of options 
IRUbWKH�H[WHULRU�DQG�LQWHULRU�
OLJKWV��FRQWUROOHG�E\�DbURZ�
RIbVZLWFKHV�KLGGHQ�EHQHDWK�
WKH�DLU�WDQNV�

The small white safety marks 
RQ�WKH�ZKHHOV�DUH�DbZHOFRPH�
H[WUD�GHWDLO��,V�WKLV�DbƓUVW�IRU�8.�
RTR ‘OO’?

 The base colours are 

immaculately applied, 

ZLWK�EDUHO\�DbKLQW�RI�

IX]]LQHVV�EHWZHHQ�

HOHPHQWV�

1

2

3

resilient mesh and a 12-bladed 

fan. The vertical louvres on 

the bonnet sides are crisply 

moulded, as are the various 

grilles and access doors on 

each side. The long-range fuel 

tanks feature delicate lifting 

eyes and curved pipes, while the 

various handrails are neatly 

installed and the sprung Oleo 

buffers are another highlight, 

with a central recess in the 

faces, just like the real thing. 

Separate lamp brackets and 

coolant filling nozzles add the 

finishing touches. 

The flush glazing is 

universally flawless and there’s 

a fully detailed cab interior 

things 
we like
3

(the sockets of which are 

excellent), reinforced window 

frames and radio aerial all 

present and correct. The 

addition of the upper, central 

headlights confirms the tooling 

within the 20306-315 number 

range (see Factfile panel) and 

I was particularly impressed by 

the presence of the tiny, 

‘L’-shaped washer jet nozzles 

beneath the windscreens.

Other rooftop antennae are 

present, along with a radiator 

grille that features a fine, 

visible, with control handles, 

dials and electrical cabinets on 

the bulkhead, plus a red hand 

brake wheel. Below the solebar, 

the battery boxes are 

adorned with warning 

legends and safety catches 

and the battery isolation 

switches are separately 

moulded and look fantastic. 

Fuel and oil filler and drain 

cocks are also separate items, 

along with strips of electrical 

conduit, all of which are picked 

out in appropriate colours. 

The bogie frames are an 

upgrade on Bachmann’s older 

Class 20, with greater definition 

in the detail and separate white 

air piping, although having 

these as separate plastic 

mouldings inevitably mean that 

they’re slightly over-scale. The 

axleboxes have BR TIMKEN 

legends moulded into their 

casings, with square blocks 

fitted to one axle to represent 

the speedometer/odometer 

devices. Sanding equipment is 

installed at the outer corner of 

each bogie, the pipes curving 

elegantly to line up with the 

adjacent wheel treads. There 

are also guard irons running 

down from the bogie frames 

which, again, align with ‘OO’ 

track. Conversely, although 

they’re only just visible, the 

brake shoes do not line up with 

the wheels, being placed closer 

to the bogies frames, 

presumably due to clearance 

issues. This doesn’t detract from 

the overall appearance of the 

bogies which, it has to be said, 

is very impressive.

Other notable features of 

the underframe include the 

air cylinders between the 

battery boxes, which easily 

unclip to reveal a set of 

switches to control the 

various lighting functions. 

The nose end footsteps are 

etched metal components, 

featuring the correct open 

frame brackets, which is 

another great touch. 

A full set of bufferbeam 

hoses is provided, 

along with a set of 

cosmetic screw 

couplings and a very 

fetching pair of 

miniature snowploughs 

that screw into holes behind the 

headstocks. The latter feature 

a prototypical rake that is far 

superior to most plastic 

snowplough sets provided with 

RTR diesels in the past.

The quality of the livery 

application equals the finesse of 

the tooling. The attractive 

‘Compass’ style of DRS’ livery 

really suits the Class 20s and the 

base colours are immaculately 

applied, with barely a hint of 

fuzziness between elements. 

Logos, numerals and the various 

data and safety panels are tidy 

and crisp. Surprisingly, there are 

even small white marks printed 

onto the wheels – employed to 

Sprung 
buffers
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The English Electric Type 1 had been one of the 
unlikely success stories from British Railways’ 
0RGHUQLVDWLRQ�3ODQ�RI�WKH�PLG�����V��7KH�ƓUVW�
of over 200 locomotives appeared in 1957 and, 
ZKLOHbRWKHU�VPDOOHU�GLHVHO�HOHFWULF�FODVVHV�IHOO�
E\�WKHbZD\VLGH�RYHU�WKH�IROORZLQJ�GHFDGHV��WKH�
&ODVVb��V�FRQWLQXHG�WR�ƓQG�SOHQW\�RI�ZRUN�RQ�
IUHLJKW�WUDIƓF��HVSHFLDOO\�PHUU\�JR�URXQG�FRDO�
services, into the 1990s.

Following 
privatisation of British 
Rail, Direct Rail Services’ 
parent company, British 
Nuclear Fuels Limited 
(BNFL), acquired 
DbQXPEHU�RI�UHGXQGDQW�
&ODVVb��V��ZLWK�DbYLHZ�
to overhauling them 
for use on nuclear 
ŴDVN�ZRUNLQJV�DURXQG�
&XPEULD��7KH�ƓUVW�
ƓYH�7\SHb�V�ZHUH�
sent to Brush at 
Loughborough in 
1995 and emerged 
DV������������ZKLOH�DbVHFRQG�EDWFK�RI�
rebuilds was authorised in 1998, after DRS won the 
FRQWUDFW�IRUbPRYLQJ�DOO�QXFOHDU�ŴDVN�WUDIƓF��7KLV�WLPH��
WKHbUHEXLOGLQJ�ZRUN�IRU�����������ZDV�FRQWUDFWHG�WR�
RFS/Wabtec at Doncaster.

$V�'56�FRQWLQXHG�WR�JDLQ�WUDIƓF��IRXU�PRUH�&ODVVb��V�
were also treated at Doncaster, eventually forming 20312-
�����$OO����&ODVVb����V�UHFHLYHGbVLPLODU�PRGLƓFDWLRQV��
PRVW�QRWDEO\�DbVHW�DbORQJ�UDQJH�IXHO�WDQNV��SODWHG�RYHU�
ends and reinforced window surrounds, plus an array of 
new electronic engine management equipment to bring 
them up to contemporary standards. However, the Brush 
DQG�5)6�:DEWHF�RYHUKDXOHG�PDFKLQHV�GLG�VKRZ�DbIHZ�
minor differences, most notably the lack of central square 
headlights on 20301-5. 
,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��'56�EHJDQ�GLVSRVLQJ�RI�LWV�&ODVVb�����

ŴHHW��+DUU\�1HHGOH�ERXJKW����������LQ�������ZKLOH�*%5I�
OHDVHG�DbQXPEHU�RI�ORFRPRWLYHV�IRU�/RQGRQ�8QGHUJURXQG�
stock moves. Others have been stripped for spares or 
VFUDSSHG��ZLWK�DbKDQGIXO�RI�H[DPSOHV�VWLOO�RQ�'56ō�ERRNV�
(20301-5/8/9/12), all currently in storage and likely to be 
put up for sale. Their last sustained period of main line 
use was the 2019 RHTT season, while 20302/5 hauled 
DbIDUHZHOO�UDLOWRXU�LQ�-DQXDU\��������

1

)DFWƓOH��&ODVV�����

�

System 
builder

+

)/$6.�:$*216
'56ō�&ODVVb����V�ZHUH�
UHIXUELVKHG�IRU�ZRUNLQJ�QXFOHDU�
ŴDVN�WUDIƓF��VR�%DFKPDQQōV�
)1$�ZDJRQV�DUH�WKH�LGHDO�
DFFRPSDQLPHQW�
Price:�e�����
Availability:�%DFKPDQQ�
VWRFNLVWV�www.bachmann.co.uk

5+77�672&.
5HFUHDWH�VRPH�RI�1HWZRUN�
5DLOōV�PRVW�SRSXODU�VHDVRQDO�
ZRUNLQJV�ZLWK�DbVHW�RI�+DWWRQVō�
5+77�ZDJRQV�VDQGZLFKHG�
EHWZHHQ�DbSDLU�RI�'56�
&ODVVb����V�
Price:�e����SHU�SDLU
Availability:�+DWWRQV
www.hattons.co.uk

5$,/7285�672&.
'56�Ō��Vō�KDYH�ORQJ�EHHQ�
SRSXODU�WUDFWLRQ�IRU�UDLOWRXUV�
DQG�DbIDUHZHOO�WRXU�UDQ�LQ�
-DQXDU\�������FRQVLVWLQJ�
RI�DbUDNH�RI�0Nb�V��DOPRVW�
H[FOXVLYHO\�LQ�%5�FKRFRODWH�
FUHDP��0RGHOV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�
IURP�%DFKPDQQ�DQG�+RUQE\�
Price:�IURP�e������HDFK
Availability:�+RUQE\�DQG�
%DFKPDQQ�VWRFNLVWV�b
www.hornby.com�DQG
www.bachmann.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

%DFKPDQQ�&ODVVb�����Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

+

1: As one of the initial batch 

of Class 20/3 conversions, 20302 

lacks the upper, central headlamps.

2: DRS 20312 poses for the crowds 

at Carlisle Kingmoor, during the 

July 2017 open day. 

3: With the new paint barely dry, 

HNRail’s 20311/14 pose at Barrow Hill 

in 2012. ALL: GEORGE DENT

�
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BACHMANN CLASS 20/3 DIESEL ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 46ft 9.5in 188mm 186mm

Height 12ft 8in 51mm 53mm

Width 8ft 9in 36mm 36mm

Wheel diameter 3ft 7in 14mm 14mm

Bogie wheelbase 8ft 6in 34mm 34mm

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Body unscrews from chassis.

Where to oil: Axle bearings.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Bachmann Europe

Ref. No. 35-127

Unit No. 20312

Scale/gauge: �����VFDOH��Ō22ōbJDXJH

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 342g

Min. curve radius: Second radius (438mm)

Wheel back-to-back: 14.5mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Power to all driving 

axles via cardan shafts and nylon gears 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Five pole, twin shaft

Flywheel(s): Yes, two

Traction tyres: No

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

A fantastic rendition of a 

very popular prototype.

PROS
O 6XSHUE�OHYHO�RI�ƓQHVVH�

and attention to detail.

O 9LUWXDOO\�ŴDZOHVV�ƓQLVK�

O Realistic and user-

IULHQGO\�OLJKWLQJ�RSWLRQV�

O 6PRRWK�SHUIRUPDQFH�

O 9LWDO�SURWRW\SH�IRU�WKH�

post 2000s scene.

CONS
O %UDNH�VKRHV�QRW�DOLJQHG�

ZLWK�ZKHHOV�

Lights: Directional head/tail, cab interior

DCC ready: Yes, 22-pin PluX socket

help identify a slipping tyre – 

and this is something I don’t 

ever recall seeing on RTR ‘OO’ 

locomotives before. Bravo!

RUNNING TO WIN
Opening up the model is simple: 

just a pair of screws hold the 

bodyshell in place and, with these 

removed, it easily lifts away to 

reveal the chassis block and 

circuit board. A PluX22 decoder 

socket is provided and a DCC 

sound speaker comes pre-

installed. Beneath the PCB is 

a diminutive, centrally mounted 

motor with twin brass flywheels, 

that powers all four axles. 

Performance proved to be quiet, 

sure-footed and responsive 

straight from the box. The 

directional and cab interior 

lighting is impressive, with 

a number of options available to 

both digital and analogue users, 

with full instructions provided 

with the model. 

After the prescribed period 

of running in, 

performance 

improved further, with 

superb slow-speed running 

on DC/analogue control. While 

our usual Model Rail test facility 

is still not available to us, it coped 

with 

my own 

basic test 

track perfectly 

and had no difficulty 

hauling as much stock as 

I would ever realistically ask of it.

Bachmann is offering three 

versions of the Class 20/3 initially, 

with the original iteration of DRS 

livery (as 20306) and HNRC 

orange/black (20311) being the 

other livery options. I’ve long 

hoped that Bachmann would offer 

a ‘dummy’, unpowered Class 20 

for dinosaurs like me who don’t 

use DCC. Like a HST power/

dummy car twin pack, it would 

allow me to replicate a pair of ‘20s’ 

in double-headed or top-and-tail 

form without having to resort to 

disconnecting one drive unit. 

Alas, we can’t have everything. 

What we do have here, though, 

is a real showstopper of 

a model, one that raises the bar 

even further for diesel-outline 

models in ‘OO’. Following the 

GWR ‘94XX’ that so impressed 

us a couple of months ago, 

Bachmann Europe has made an 

impressive start to 2021. With 

Bachmann also revamping the 

‘standard’ Class 20, ‘Chopper’ 

fans have cause to cheer! (GD)
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T
here was great 

excitement among 

‘N’ gauge modern image 

enthusiasts when 

Revolution Trains launched its 

crowdfunding campaign for 

a Class 92 in 2016. Designed and 

manufactured by Rapido Trains, 

the models are now available 

and, while pre-orders have 

accounted for the majority of the 

production run, extra stocks have 

been made available via 

Revolution’s retail partners.

The Class 92 occupies an 

important place in the UK’s train 

building history, albeit one of 

slightly dubious honour. It was 

the final fleet of main line electric 

locomotives to be built for British 

Rail and it also provided the final 

locomotive hauled train on BR 

before privatisation in 1997. While 

the fleet’s career hasn’t really 

lived up to the original expecta-

tions, due mostly to external 

factors, it has remained a popular 

prototype. Indeed, these 

state-of-the-art machines have 

been a regular sight on freight 

handrails, meanwhile, look to be 

formed from an etched metal 

component, adding an extra 

degree of finesse to the ends, 

complemented by the delicate 

horns, wipers and lamp brackets. 

Some of the clear 

plastic head/tail 

lamp covers have not 

been fitted perfectly 

on our samples, 

flows around the South East of 

England, up the West Coast main 

line to Scotland and, in more 

recent years, as staple traction 

for Caledonian Sleeper services.

Revolution Trains has covered 

all bases in terms of livery 

options, with the long-lived 

two-tone grey Railfreight 

Distribution livery being offered 

in various guises. EWS red/gold, 

DB red, GBRf/Europorte blue/

orange and Caledonian Sleeper 

teal liveries have been produced, 

along with an exclusive 

rendition of 92017 Bart the 

Engine in Stobart livery, for 

Kernow Model Rail centre.  

OPENING THE BOX
We received a pair of review 

samples from Revolution Trains, 

featuring 92023 in CS teal and, 

my personal favourite, Railfreight 

grey with EWS’ ‘Three Beasties’ 

stickers, in the form of 92036 

Bertolt Brecht. These are 

impressive models, with plenty of 

detail to enjoy. For ‘N’ gauge 

locomotives, there’s quite a bit of 

heft to them, just like the 

prototype. Although the real 

bodyshells are fairly functional in 

some respects, the stylish curves 

of the front ends have been 

captured nicely. The flush glazing 

is superb, revealing 

the detailed cab 

interiors and the 

recessed handrails have 

been neatly rendered in fine 

wire. The horizontal front 

Revolution Class 92
X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL�5HYROXWLRQ�7UDLQV�1�������&ODVVb���������&DOHGRQLDQ�6OHHSHU�OLYHU\��1�������&ODVVb���������Bertolt Brecht�5DLOIUHLJKW�(:6�OLYHU\��

X PRICE £175.00 each  X AVAILABILITY Revolution Trains stockists Web www.revolutiontrains.com

Inbuilt 
speaker
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Although not sprung or able to 
collect power, the pantographs 
are fully articulated, allowing 
them to be posed at the 
desired height.

The distinctive sun visors, with 
cantilever frames, have been 
neatly printed onto the inside 
of the windscreens.

The underframe is 
SDUWLFXODUO\bLPSUHVVLYH��
especially the equipment 
boxes between the bogies.

 The overall level of detail and 

ƓQLVK�LV�H[FHOOHQW�DQG�WKH�&ODVVb���

ZLOO�ORRN�VWXQQLQJ�DW�ZRUN�RQ�

DbPRGHUQ�OD\RXW�

1

�

3

separate fittings for installation 

by the customer.

Atop the roof, there is 

a full array of 

insulators and 

conductors, 

while the twin 

pantographs 

are fully 

articulated, 

albeit without 

springs. If your 

layout does have cate-

nary, the pantograph can 

be posed at the desired height 

to give the impression that it is in 

contact with the wires. Even the 

various aerials on the cab roofs 

are present.

Below floor level, the bogies 

feature an impressive amount of 

moulded relief. The third rail shoe 

brackets are picked out in grey 

paint and, at first glance, appear 

to be separate fittings, but are in 

fact part of the bogie frame 

mouldings. The central area 

things 
we like
3

Next18 DCC 
decoder 
socket

Cosmetic 
pantographs

Working 
head/tail 

lights
although that’s only really 

noticeable when studying the 

enlarged photographs.

The liveries look very 

convincing in terms of colours, 

and feature an exquisite level of 

printed detail. The CS logos, with 

their stylised stags, look great. 

Similarly, the EWS logos, BR 

emblems and Channel Tunnel 

logos are also impressive, as are 

the minuscule warning symbols 

and instruction panels.

There are a few areas where 

the level of finish isn’t quite 

perfect, with the edges of the 

yellow panels appearing rather 

fuzzy, especially on the CS livery 

version. However, when viewed 

from a normal distance, there is 

little obvious issue other than 

a slight lack of register on the 

Crewe Electric depot plaques of 

No. 92036. Incidentally, a set of 

etched stainless steel ‘Chunnel’ 

logos, BR double arrows and 

depot plaques are provided as 

fea-

tures 

a fantastic 

rendition of the 

battery and equipment 

boxes, with fire extinguisher 

and other panels picked out in 

appropriate colours. The 

bufferbeams are adorned with 

a set of distinctive rectangular 

buffers and one end has the 
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7KH�&ODVVb���ZDV�EXLOW�SULPDULO\�IRU�&KDQQHO�7XQQHO�
SDVVHQJHU�DQG�IUHLJKW�WUDIƓF�DQG�ZDV�DVVHPEOHG�DW�%UXVKōV�
/RXJKERURXJK�ZRUNV�EHWZHHQ����������(TXLSSHG�ZLWK�
GXDO�YROWDJH�DSSDUDWXV��WKH\�FRXOG�GUDZ�SRZHU�IURP�HLWKHU�
WKH�RYHUKHDG���N9�$&�VXSSO\�RU�WKH����9�'&�WKLUG�UDLO�
V\VWHP�RI�WKH�IRUPHU�6RXWKHUQ�5HJLRQ�

6KDULQJ�WKH�VDPH�EDVLF�ERG\VKHOO�DQG�ERJLHV�DV�
Db&ODVVb����RZQHUVKLS�RI�WKH����VWURQJ�ŴHHW�ZDV�VSOLW�
EHWZHHQ�%ULWLVK�5DLOōV�5DLOIUHLJKW�'LVWULEXWLRQ�VHFWRU��
)UDQFHōV�VWDWH�UDLOZD\��61&)��DQG�(XURSHDQ�3DVVHQJHU�
6HUYLFHV��(36���7R�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�RSHUDWH�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�
WKH�&KDQQHO�Ŋ�DQG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�WXQQHO�LWVHOI�Ŋ�WKH�ORFRPRWLYHV�
IHDWXUHG�DQ�DPELWLRXV�WHFKQLFDO�VSHFLƓFDWLRQ��DOWKRXJK�WKLV�
KDV�OHG�WR�YDULRXV�UHOLDELOLW\�LVVXHV�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�

$W�WKH�WLPH��WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�LQWURGXFH�UHJLRQDO�
Ō1LJKWVWDUō�RYHUQLJKW�VHUYLFHV�IURP�YDULRXV�8.�FLWLHV�WR�
&RQWLQHQWDO�GHVWLQDWLRQV��ZLWK�QHZ�FRDFKLQJ�VWRFN�DOVR�
SXW�LQWR�SURGXFWLRQ��+HQFH�ZK\�WKH�Ō��Vō�ZHUH�FUHDWHG�
DV�DbWUXH�PL[HG�WUDIƓF�
ORFRPRWLYH��ZLWK�DbWRS�
VSHHG�RI���PSK�DQG�
DbIXOO�VXLWH�RI�HOHFWULF�
WUDLQ�KHDWLQJ�DQG�SRZHU�
HTXLSPHQW��$ODV��WKH�
1LJKWVWDU�SODQ�ZDV�
GRRPHG�WR�IDLOXUH�DQG��LQ�
DGGLWLRQ�WR�IRUHFDVW�IUHLJKW�
WUDIƓF�OHYHOV�QRW�EHLQJ�
UHDOLVHG��WKH�H[SHQVLYH�
&ODVVb���ŴHHW�IRXQG�LWVHOI�
FKURQLFDOO\�XQGHUXWLOLVHG�

%5ōV�ŴHHW�RI�Ō��Vō�
HYHQWXDOO\�SDVVHG�LQWR�
(:6ō�KDQGV�IROORZLQJ�
SULYDWLVDWLRQ��IROORZHG�E\�
'%��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�HPSOR\HG�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�RQ�
ORQJ�UDQJH�:&0/�IUHLJKW�WUDIƓF��2YHU�WKH�\HDUV��
PDQ\�H[DPSOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�VWRUHG�IRU�ORQJ�SHULRGV�
DQG�VRPH�KDYH�EHHQ�VWULSSHG�IRU�SDUWV��'%�KDV�
DOVR�H[SRUWHG�DbQXPEHU�RI�ORFRPRWLYHV�WR�%XOJDULD�
IRU�XVH�DFURVV�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��0HDQZKLOH��WKH�(36�
DQG�61&)�ORFRPRWLYHV�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�VROG�WR�
(XURSRUWH��OHDGLQJ�WR�DbQXPEHU�EHLQJ�UHIXUELVKHG�
DQG�HPSOR\HG�E\�(XURSRUWH�VXEVLGLDU\��*%5I��
,QGHHG��*%5I�KDV�SURYLGHG�WKH�SRZHU�IRU�WKH�
&DOHGRQLDQ�6OHHSHU�VHUYLFH�VLQFH�������OHDGLQJ�WR�
DbŴHHW�RI�UHYDPSHG�Ō��Vō�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�VW\OLVK�WHDO�
OLYHU\�DQG�&6�ORJRV�

1

)DFWƓOH��&ODVV���

�

5HYROXWLRQ�&ODVV����Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

System 
builder

+

Mkb��672&.�
Revolution Trains has been 
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�DbUDQJH�RI�
Ō1ōbJDXJH�0Nb��FRDFKHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�DbŴHHW�RI�&DOHGRQLDQ�
6OHHSHU�FDUV��ZLWK�RUGHUV�QRZ�
being taken. Price: From 
£180 per set Availability: 
Revolution Trains 
Web: www.revolutiontrains.com

,17(502'$/�672&.
&ODVVb��V�KDYH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�
DbODUJH�UDQJH�RI�LQWHUPRGDO�
ŴDW�FDUV�DQG�WKHUH�DUH�DbIHZ�WR�
FKRVH�IURP�LQ�Ō1ōbJDXJH��VXFK�
DV�'DSROōV�Ō0HJDIUHWō�WZLQ�
sets. Price:�)URP�e������SHU�
pair Availability:�'DSRO�VWRFN-
ists Web: www.dapol.co.uk

6/855<�7$1.6
5HFUHDWH�WKH�VWXQQLQJ�VLJKW�
RI�DbUDNH�RI�,&$�Ō6LOYHU�%XOOHWō�
FKLQD�FOD\�VOXUU\�WDQNV�EHLQJ�
KDXOHG�E\�Db&ODVVb���ZLWK�
'DSROōV�PRGHO��DYDLODEOH�LQ�
SULVWLQH�DQG�ZHDWKHUHG�FRQGL-
tion. Price:�)URP�e������HDFK�
Availability:�'DSRO�VWRFNLVWV�
Web: www.dapol.co.uk

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

+

1: Europorte/GBRf has provided 

traction for the London-Edinburgh/

Glasgow sleeper services since 

2015, with a small fleet of Class 92s 

being refurbished and repainted 

into the fetching Caledonian Sleeper 

teal livery, as modelled by 92010 at 

Edinburgh Waverley, March 2019. 

GEORGE DENT

2: When they first emerged in the 

1990s, the Class 92s really did look 

state-of-the-art. Each was adorned 

with cast Crewe Electric depot 

plaques and named after famous UK 

and European writers, artists and 

composers, with the names applied 

with vinyls, rather than cast name-

plates. Brand new 92016 Brahms is 

seen at Crewe Depot open day in the 

summer of 1994. COLOUR RAIL
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REVOLUTION TRAINS CLASS 92 ELECTRIC LOCOMOTIVE

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:148 SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 70ft 1in  144mm 144mm

Height (pantograph lowered) 13ft 0in 26.8mm 26.6mm

Width 8ft 8in 18mm 18mm

Wheel diameter  3ft 6in 7mm 7mm

Bogie wheelbase 14ft 1in 29mm 29.5mm

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Body unclips from chassis.

Where to oil: Axles and gears.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Revolution Trains/

Rapido Trains Inc.

Ref. No. N-92023, N-92036

Unit No. 92023, 92036

Scale/gauge: ������VFDOH��Ō1ōbJDXJH

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 71g

Min. curve radius: R2 (263.5mm)

Wheel back-to-back: 7.6mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Power to all driving 

axles via cardan shafts and nylon gears 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Can

Lights: Directional head/tail, cab interior

DCC ready: Yes, Next18 interface

Flywheel(s): Yes, two

Traction tyres: Yes, one per bogie

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

Captures the look 

RI�WKHVHbKDQGVRPH�

ORFRPRWLYHV�SHUIHFWO\�

PROS
O /RRNV�OLNH�WKH�UHDO�WKLQJ�

O ,PSUHVVLYH�OHYHO�RI�GHWDLO�

O (DV\�DFFHVV�WR�LQWHULRU�

O 3HUIRUPDQFH�

CONS
O $�IHZ�PLQRU�ŴDZV�LQ�

WKHbƓQLVK�

multiple working and brake 

hoses pre-fitted, along with the 

obstacle deflector plates, while 

the other end has a standard 

coupler installed to the bogie 

frame. The small bag of extra 

details provides another NEM 

Rapido coupler, plus a second 

obstacle deflector and a bunch of 

bufferbeam hoses. 

Also included is a set of spare 

tyres, as one wheel per bogie is 

fitted with a rubber traction aid. 

Performance proved to be in 

keeping with the overall quality of 

the ‘92’. Despite the CS blue 

version being a little noisy 

straight from the box, a running-in 

period was all that was needed to 

get both samples to settle down 

and perform smoothly and 

reliably. Peering inside, after 

removing the bodyshell, revealed 

the Next18 decoder socket and 

a pre-installed speaker atop the 

chassis block. A switch beneath 

the locomotive allows the tail 

lights to be switched off, while 

further lighting options are 

available to DCC users. 

A BRILLIANT BRUSH
This is a very attractive and 

necessary addition to the 

‘N’ gauge market and one that 

has been welcomed by the many 

modellers who crowdfunded the 

project from the beginning. Aside 

from the minor flaws mentioned 

earlier, the overall level of detail 

and finish is excellent and the 

Class 92 will look stunning at 

work on a modern layout, with 

plenty of suitable RTR freight 

stock available to complement it. 

Furthermore, Revolution Trains’ 

forthcoming Mk 5 sleeper stock 

will open up even more opportu-

nities. Great stuff! (GD)
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I
’ll admit, I was sceptical 

about the wisdom of 

a mass-produced ‘OO’ GT3 

and I’m still sceptical about 

a whole range based on obscure 

and/or unsuccessful prototypes, 

but maybe there’s a market there 

and I’m happy to be convinced. 

Certainly, KRM’s GT3 impressed 

from the moment I opened the 

white and red box. 

At a little over 1lb in weight, 

smooth, slightly glossy, 

beech-leaf brown, set off by 

green and gold trim and lining, 

cannot fail to impress. There’s 

a minimum of lettering but the 

cast cabside numberplates are 

picked out in colour and there 

are EE logos mimicking the BR 

emblem of the day on the 

tender. Roller bearing axlebox 

ends are marked ‘SKF’. 

GT3’s cab was more like 

KR Models 
(QJOLVKb(OHFWULF�JDV�
WXUELQH�*7�������

GT3 is a beast. The smooth, 

seamless lines of J.O.P. Hughes’ 

design have been well captured 

in this model. Researching GT3 

is not easy, but such dimensions 

as I can find are accurate. There 

wasn’t much requirement for 

separate details on the body but 

there’s a very fine handrail and 

cab door handrails, a non-slip 

surface to the running plates 

and legible English Electric 

Vulcan Foundry builder’s plates. 

Unlike the diesels of the day, 

GT3 was not disfigured by lots 

of unsightly grilles, just three 

small rectangular grilles on top 

and two substantial air intakes 

for the turbine, at the sides. On 

the model these side air intakes 

are a work of art and look 

spot-on from every angle. It is, 

however, the finish which really 

distinguishes this model. The 

X GAUGE ‘OO’  X MODEL�.5�0RGHOV�(QJOLVKb(OHFWULF�JDV�WXUELQH�*7���������X PRICE '&&�UHDG\��e����'&&�VRXQG��e�����X AVAILABILITY www.krmodels.co.uk
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Performance
As this model had been 
round the houses 
ZLWKbRWKHU�UHYLHZHUV�
before it reached Model 
Rail��LWbZDV�DOUHDG\�ZHOO�
run-in. Still without 
DFFHVVbWR�WKH�Model Rail 
WHVW�WUDFN��,bWHVWHG�LW�
RQbP\bOD\RXW�ZLWK��IW�
UDGLXV�FXUYHV�DQG�&RGHb���
track. It performed well 
after some wheel cleaning 
DQGbZDV�VPRRWK��TXLHW�
DQGbHIƓFLHQWbDWbWKH�
KHDGbRIbP\����ZDJRQ�
WHVWbWUDLQ��5HJUHWWDEO\��
,bKDYH�QR�JUDGLHQW�
RQbZKLFK�WR�WHVWbLW��

$�'&&�VRXQG�
YHUVLRQbKDV�DOVR�EHHQ�
SURGXFHG��XVLQJ�VSHFLDOO\�
produced sounds.

American practice, with the back 

enclosed as there was no need 

for frequent access to the tender. 

There’s a central glazed door 

and a route through from the cab 

by way of a Mk 1 gangway 

connection to the first coach of 

the train, similar to the LNER 

corridor tenders in concept. The 

sides and rear of the model cab 

are fitted with clear glazing which 

gives a particularly good view of 

the interior, which is lit when 

power is applied. 

CHASSIS AND TENDER
As one would expect with 

a steam-style chassis, there is 

little need to be innovative and 

KRM has gone for a pretty 

standard format, with fully 

flanged wheelsets, driven on the 

centre-coupled axle. The 

outside-framed bogie is 

reminiscent of that on the GWR 

City of Truro and requires 

nothing more than a slot in the 

bolster and a substantial spring 

to enable it to pivot. Road-hold-

ing was 100%, on curves and 

through pointwork.

The green, spoked wheels 

have blackened metal tyres and 

the very substantial metal 

coupling rods are held in place 

with standard model railway 

hexagonal bolts. The curious 

semi-globular fittings used on 

the real thing are separate 

mouldings to be fitted by the 

customer. The bag of extras 

6HPL�JORVV�SDLQW�ƓQLVK�

7HQGHU�FORVH�FRXSOLQJ�

'HWDLOHG�WXUELQH�DLU�LQWDNHV�

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

includes additional folding discs 

for the front headcode lights 

and a tension-lock coupler for 

the front NEM pocket.

Electrical pick-up is by wiper 

contacts on the rear four-cou-

pled wheels and all six wheels of 

the tender, the latter through 

brass frames on a split chassis, 

split axle arrangement. Power is 

transmitted between tender and 

locomotive by an eight-pin plug 

and socket arrangement built in 

to the coupling. This is a simple 

press-fit. Place the model on 

straight track and press the two 

parts of the coupling together. 

Pull apart to uncouple. The 

coupling is mounted on a simple 

close-coupling arrangement, 

 The side air intakes 

DUH�DbZRUN�RI�DUW�DQG�ORRN�

VSRW�RQ�IURP�HYHU\�DQJOH�
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From the very dawn of 
railways, engineers have 
produced some cranky and 
misguided contraptions 
intended to resolve 
DbSDUWLFXODU�SUREOHP�RU�
test out some pet theory. 
In Stephenson’s time, 
one of the Rainhill test 
‘locomotives’ was powered 
E\�DbKRUVH�RQ�DbWUHDGPLOO��
The steam era featured 
strange locomotives like 
the Paget, LMS Fury and 
Gresley’s ‘W1’. Today 
ZH�KDYH�DbPXOWLSOH�XQLW�
SRZHUHG�E\�K\GURJHQ��
%DFN�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�WKHUH�ZDV�*7���EXLOW�
E\�(QJOLVK�(OHFWULF�WR�WHVW�LWV�JDV�WXUELQH�LQ�
DbUDLO�DSSOLFDWLRQ��
Its two Western Region predecessors, 

1RV�b�������������KDG�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�
DEDQGRQHG�DV�EHLQJ�WRR�LQHIƓFLHQW�RQ�
WKH�:5ōV�ŌELOOLDUG�WDEOHō�WUDFN��ZKHQ�*7��
was completed in 1961. It was, however, 
DbYHU\�GLIIHUHQW�JDV�WXUELQH��GHVLJQHG�WR�
RYHUFRPH�WKDW�YHU\�LQHIƓFLHQF\��7KH�:5�
PDFKLQHV�ZHUH�JDV�WXUELQH�HOHFWULFV�XVLQJ�
WKH�JDV�WXUELQH�WR�SRZHU�DbJHQHUDWRU�WR�
supply electricity to traction motors. GT3 
HPSOR\HG�DbPHFKDQLFDO�GULYH�WR�PDNH�
PRUH�HIƓFLHQW�XVH�RI�WKH�SRZHU�
:KHQ�*7��GHVLJQ�EHJDQ��WKHUH�ZHUH�

only the handful of LMS and Southern 
PDLQ�OLQH�GLHVHO�HOHFWULFV��(QJOLVK�(OHFWULFōV�
-�2�3�b+XJKHV��IRU�ZKRP�WKH�UDLOZD\�JDV�
WXUELQH�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�DbSHUVRQDO�
project, avoided the complications 
RI�PHFKDQLFDO�GULYH�WR�WZR�ERJLHV�E\�
DGRSWLQJ�DbVWHDP�ORFRPRWLYH�VW\OH�FKDVVLV�
ZLWK�Db������ZKHHO�DUUDQJHPHQW��(YHQ�VR��
LW�WRRN�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV�WR�JHW�*7��EXLOW�
and in that decade developments on BR 
changed the scene dramatically. Steam 
WUDFWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�UHSODFHG�E\�WKH�GRXEOH�
HQGHG�PDLQ�OLQH�GLHVHO�HOHFWULF��%5�ZRXOG�
have no further interest in pursuing gas 
WXUELQH�WUDFWLRQ��DQG�VWHDP�HUD�IDFLOLWLHV�
VXFK�DV�WXUQWDEOHV�ZRXOG�EH�GHPROLVKHG��

)DFWƓOH��(QJOLVK�(OHFWULF�JDV�WXUELQH�*7�������

1: GT3 at its most impressive, against 

a spectacular sky, storming Shap at 

Scout Green with a lengthy test train 

of old LMS stock on an unrecorded 

date. The locomotive’s steam styling 

makes the absence of a magnificent 

column of exhaust seem almost 

strange. COLOUR RAIL

2: Close-up photographs of GT3 

are rare, as are any pictures of the 

locomotive. I chose this, as one 

of the best, taken at Newton-le-

Willows in September 1963 when 

the locomotive’s working career was 

over but it had yet to be dismantled. 

A. WILD/COLOUR RAIL

.5�0RGHOV�(QJOLVK�(OHFWULF�*DV�7XUELQH�Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

System 
builder

+

+

67$1,(5�&2$&+(6�
GT3 ran tests with trains 
of Stanier coaching 
stock. Price:b)URP�e���
Availability:b+RUQE\��
%DFKPDQQ�VHFRQG�KDQG�EXW�
\RXōOO�QHHG�WR�UHSDLQW�LQWR�
%5bPDURRQ��

&/$66����(/(&75,&�
*7��ZDV�H[KLELWHG�ZLWK�D�
QHZ�%5�(�����FODVV�HOHFWULF�
ORFRPRWLYH��Price:be����IURP�
+DWWRQV�Availability:�+RUQE\

&/$66����(/(&75,&
*7��ZDV�H[KLELWHG�ZLWK�D�
QHZ�$(,�EXLOW�$/��HOHFWULF�
ORFRPRWLYH��Price:b)URP�e����
Availability:�%DFKPDQQ�
VHFRQG�KDQG�

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

8QOLNH�WKH�RWKHU�WZR�JDV�WXUELQHV��*7��
was never taken into BR stock. It remained 
((�SURSHUW\�EXW�%5�SURYLGHG�IDFLOLWLHV�IRU�
testing, including accommodating the 
locomotive at Whitchurch in Shropshire, 
FORVH�WR�RQH�RI�WKH�((�ZRUNV��,W�RSHUDWHG�
test trains of empty stock on the North 
Wales coast line and over Shap on 
WKH�:HVW�&RDVW�0DLQ�/LQH��EXW�LW�QHYHU�
KDXOHG�DbVHUYLFH�WUDLQ��,W�LV�VDLG�WKDW�LW�
QHYHU�IDLOHG�WR�FRPSOHWH�DbWHVW�UXQ�EXW�LWV�
experimental use lasted little more than 
RQH�\HDU��,W�ZDV�VXEVHTXHQWO\�VFUDSSHG��
Yet its striking appearance has endeared 
it to many. Perhaps the last of the great 
railway contraptions, it looked so much like 
DbVWHDP�ORFRPRWLYH�WKDW�UXPRXUV�SHUVLVW�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�EXLOW�RQ�DbUHGXQGDQW�������VWHDP�
FKDVVLV��,W�KDG�DbWHQGHU�
which carried kerosene 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�ZDWHU��EXW�LW�
was the plush, carpeted 
FDE�ZKLFK�UHSHDWHGO\�
caused comment. 
It is hard to imagine 

how that would have 
EHHQ�SUDFWLFDO�LQ�WKH�
ƓOWK\�VWHDP�HQYLURQPHQW�
RI�������7KH�WZLQ�FDE�
GLHVHO�HOHFWULF�ZDV�WKH�
future for BR and GT3 
was, sadly, a dead end. 

2

�
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DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length over buffers 68ft 0½in 272mm 275mm

Height 13ft 52mm 52mm

Width 8 ft 10in 35mm 35mm

Wheel diameter  5ft 9in 23mm 23mm

Coupled wheelbase 14ft 9in 59mm 59mm

Wheel back-to-back   14.5mm

 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Not stated.

Where to oil: Not stated.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: KR Models

Ref. No. N/A

Unit No. GT3

Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft ‘OO’

Body: Metal/plastic

Chassis: Metal/plastic

Weight: 494g (17.4oz)

Min. curve radius: R2 (438mm)

MECHANISM

Drive system: Worm and gears to 

centre axle

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Sealed

Lights?: Twin front markers

DCC ready?: 21-pin

Current consumption
Max. speed: N/A  Stalled: N/A

Flywheel(s): 1
Traction tyres: No

6800$5<

),1$/�9(5',&7

$�YHU\�JRRG�ƓUVW�SURGXFW�

PROS 
O�/RRNV�JRRG�

O�7RS�QRWFK�ƓQLVK�

O�'HWDLOHG�FDE�ZLWK�OLJKW�

O�(DV\�ORFR�WHQGHU�

FRXSOLQJ�

O�*UHDW�ORRNLQJ�DLU�LQWDNHV�

CONS
O�%ULHI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�VKHHW�

which brings locomotive 

and tender close on straight 

track but allows them to open 

out on curves.

The large etched fan grille on 

the tender top is an outlet for 

sound on DCC sound-fitted 

models. A mounting for a 28mm 

speaker is incorporated but the 

rather meagre instructions give 

little clue how to access it. 

Perhaps, as this model had been 

elsewhere, an instruction sheet 

might be missing from the 

package. Windows in the tender 

front and rear are glazed, and 

both locomotive and tender are 

fitted with sprung and blackened 

oval metal buffers.

A standard tension-lock 

coupling in a pivoted NEM 

pocket is provided on the tender 

rear, and the front bogie also 

carries an NEM pocket.

CONCLUSIONS 
J.O.P. Hughes’ steam-style design, 

which was largely a Hobson’s 

Choice when he designed it, not 

only simplified the gas turbine- 

mechanical arrangement it also 

makes a rather helpful first 

project for someone new to 

ready-to-run model design. 

It has a basic six-coupled 

chassis which is devoid of the 

complication of outside 

cylinders and valve gear and the 

long, sleek ‘bonnet’ has no 

requirement for daylight under 

the boiler or any of the other 

aspects that constrain models of 

steam locomotives.

KR Models has used that 

simplicity to its advantage and 

created a model which is sleek 

and attractive and very well 

executed. Customers who 

pre-ordered should be well 

pleased when their models 

arrive. For the rest of us, 

expressions of interest are open 

at www.krmodels.co.uk  and 

I understand a pre-order 

arrangement for batch two will 

open shortly. Bulleid’s ‘Leader’ 

and the ‘Fell’ diesel mechanical 

could be next! (CJL)
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L
ast month, we reviewed 

one of the first of 

Hornby’s substantial 

new range of ‘generic’ 

four-wheel and six-wheel 

carriages, whose appearance 

came as a surprise to the 

model press and customers 

alike. More variations on the 

theme are now hitting the 

shelves and Hornby has kindly 

sent us a further selection of 

models to peruse.

Comments on the overall 

level of detail remain the same, 

with a fairly basic underframe 

carrying a plastic body with 

some nice detail touches, such 

as door handles and rooftop 

�/LYHU\�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LV�WR�DbXQLYHUVDOO\�KLJKbVWDQGDUG��

ZLWKbWKH�1%5��*:5�DQG�/1:5�H[DPSOHV�ORRNLQJ�

SDUWLFXODUO\�DWWUDFWLYH�

ventilators of differing 

patterns. These 

samples feature a few 

additional underframe 

elements, such as gas 

tanks or battery boxes 

and dynamo, to suit the 

livery/period. The brake 

carriages feature attractive 

lookout duckets and glazing 

panels. Livery application is to 

a universally high standard, with 

the NBR, GWR and LNWR 

examples looking particularly 

attractive, with crisply applied 

metallic gold lining. 

In contrast to the twin-axle 

versions, the six-wheelers do 

not employ pinpoint axles, with 

all three rotating within an 

inner plastic bearing. Each 

provides a degree of lateral 

movement, especially the 

central axle, which also has 

a degree of vertical ‘float’. 

As a result, the carriages 

negotiated curves and points 

without issue on my test track 

Hornby 4 and 
6-wheel coaches
X *$8*(�‘OO’  X 02'(/ R40066 GWR 4-wheel Third Class coach, R40067 GWR 4-wheel Brake Third coach, R40076 LNWR 4-wheel Brake Baggage coach, R40078 BR 6-wheel Third

Class coach, R40091 NBR 6-wheel Composite coach  X 35,&(�£29.99 each  X 3(5,2'�1880s-1950s  X 5(*,21�Various  X $9$,/$%,/,7<�Hornby stockists :HE�www.hornby.com

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

/DFNLQJ�VRPH�ƓQHU�GHWDLOV��

EXW�DWWUDFWLYHO\�ƓQLVKHG�

PROS 
O�(DVLO\�DFFHVVHG�LQWHULRU�

O�6XSHU�VPRRWK�UXQQLQJ�

O�6HSDUDWH�ZLUH�KDQGUDLOV�

O�,PSUHVVLYH�OLQLQJ�

DQGbƓQLVK�

CONS
O�/LPLWHG�XQGHUIUDPH�DQG�

LQWHULRU�GHWDLO�

and the arrangement is, 

visually, rather discreet.

Each of these models is also 

available with interior lighting 

units (£35.99 each). (GD)



WANTED

ellisclarktrains.com

01756 701451
ellis@ellisclarktrains.com

LOOKING TO SELL

YOUR COLLECTION?

We highly value your models
� Full/part collections purchased

� No need for a list - we travel and view/collect

� Everything purchased - railways, die-cast & Railwayana

� All gauges and ages, including continental & US

� Upfront payment by cash, bank transfer or cheque

� Vast experience in purchasing large collections

� Friendly and professional service

� Specialised interest in 7mm O gauge

GET IN TOUCH

CONTACT ELLIS OR ALBERT

VISIT

OO,

our NEW SITE

clarkrailworks.com

for

N etc

HO

Ellis Clark Trains
Unit 2 Toller Court
Shortbank Road
Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL   

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

OUT 

NOW

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05����&��1R�b����
�X05����'��1R�b����
�X05����(��1R�b����
�X05����)��1R�b����
�X05����*��1R������
�X05����$��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05������1R�b���� 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
GWR GREEN
�X05������*:5�JUHHQ�1R�b����

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
�X05����$��%5�EODFN�HDUO\� 

HPEOHP�SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05����%��%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�
SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05������%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

ZHDWKHUHG��1R�b����
 
NCB GREEN
�X05����$��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����
�X05����%��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����

 
PRESERVED GREEN
�X05����$��*UHHQ�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP��
1R�b�����
�X05����%��*UHHQ�Ō'DUW�9DOOH\ō�

OHWWHULQJ��1R�b����

ORDER
YOURS 

TODAY!
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

 OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 1R�b������/1(5�

SRVW�ZDU�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

NINE TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 1R�b�������

%5bHDUO\bHPEOHP

MR-206 1R�b������/1(5�

ZDUWLPH�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

Specification list

MR-210 1R�b������

/1(5bOLQHGbOLYHU\

MR-202 1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��IXOO�VNLUWV

MR-208 1R�b������/1(5�

OLQHG�OLYHU\��QRbVNLUWV

MR-209 1R�b������/1(5�

XQOLQHG�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

MR-204 

1R�b�������%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�

OHWWHULQJ��QR�VNLUWV

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 1R�b�������

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�OHWWHULQJ��

IXOObVNLUWV

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

1R�b�������LQ�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ

MR-111 

Ō86$ō������7�1R�bV���

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�XQOLQHG�EODFN��

Ō6XQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJō

MR-111 and MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 1R�b'6����Maunsell��

%5b'HSDUWPHQWDO�JUHHQ

MR-101 1R�b������86$7&�EODFN

MR-108 1R�b����.HLJKOH\�	�:RUWK�

9DOOH\�5DLOZD\�RFKUH

MR-107 1R�b����1DWLRQDOb&RDO�

%RDUGbEODFN

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

2XU�Ō86$ō������7V�DUH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WRbVHOO�RXW�
Ŋ�RUGHU�\RXUV�WRGD\��

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)
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 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

132 pages of expert advice from Britain’s best modellers

A     

Manual

£5.99

2020 
ANNUAL
Volume 81 2 3 4

Re-create movie 

sets in miniature
How to research 

your prototype
Detail & improve 

resin models
Build plastic, 

wood & card kits

 Build A  
Model Railway

HOW TO 
BUILDING & 

STRUCTURES 

SPECIAL

Ultimate guide to making buildings

CONTAINS 30+ STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES TO…

From stations to pubs, chip shops to cottages, we show 

you how to create the most realistic buildings

MODEL RAIL 
EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS

HOW TO BUILD A 
MODEL RAILWAY 2020
This is the ultimate guide to 
building your model railway and 
LVbIXOO�RI�KLQWV��WLSV�DQG�GHWDLOHG�
VWHS�E\�VWHS�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�KHOS�
\RX�FUHDWH�\RXU�OD\RXW��

GREAT BRITISH MODEL 
RAILWAYS 2020

&HOHEUDWH�WKH�VNLOO��LPDJLQDWLRQ�
DQG�FUDIWVPDQVKLS�RI�%ULWDLQōV�

best railway modellers with 
WKLV�VXSHUE�����SDJH�

SXEOLFDWLRQ�

£5.99

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

O Order book for these new models not yet open. 

Keep an eye out in Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

C
O

L
O

U
R

 R
A

IL

%$&+0$11�&/$66�����������:'6��
�������(852�&$5*2�5$,/�/,9(5<��

6281'�),77('

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW

LOWER

PRICE!
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improve the look of your projects.

Accurascale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15

Alton Model Centre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

C&L Finescale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

C&M Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

CM3 Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

Coastal DCC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Crane Sheds & Summerhouses. . . . .131

Dapol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Digitrains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

DMG Technical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 86

Dream Steam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Durham Trains of Stanley. . . . . . . . 126

Eileen’s Emporium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 127

Ellis Clark Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .101

EM Gauge Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

Finescalebrass (UK) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Freestone Model Accessories . . . 134

Frizinghall Models & Railways . . . 133

Gaugemaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .121,140

GFB Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Golden Valley Hobbies  . . . . . . . . . . 133

Harburn Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132

Harder & Steenbeck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Hattons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112-115

Heljan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .13

Hobby Trax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45, 129

Hornby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2

Howes Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Simple hacks    

Isinglass Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Kernow Model Rail Centre . . . . 116-117

KJB Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 123

KR Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19

Locomotion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130

Megapoints Controllers  . . . . . . . . . 129

Metcalfe Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Model Railways Online  . . . . . . . . . . 130

Modelrailwayscenery.com  . . . . . . 132

Morley Controllers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128

Peter’s Spares. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Rails of Sheffield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108-111

Ron Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

S&J Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120

Scalescenes.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

Smart Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134

Strathwood . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122

The Airbrush Company . . . . . . . . . . 125

The Hereford Model Centre  . . . . . . 46

TMC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118-119

Tower Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124

Townstreet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

Trains4U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Train Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129

Warwick & Warwick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
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Classified advertisers on pages 135-136

Pooley’s Puffers
Upstairs Downstairs
AGR Model Railway 
Store
Branchlines
Church Street Models
Colour Rail
Connoisseur Models
Crafty Hobbies
Dave Angell Trains
Derek’s Transport 
Books

East Somerset Models
Howard Scenic Supplies
Jacksons Models
John Dutfield For 
Model Railways
Kent Garden Railways
Mark’s Trains
Millennium Models
Monk Bar Model Shop
Nick Tozer Railway 
Books
Orwell Model Railways

P&D Marsh
Redcar Models & 
Hobbies
Roxey Mouldings
Scalespeed
The Hobby Goblin
The Sports and Model 
Shop
The Tutbury Jinny
Train Stop
Tri-Angman
Trident Trains

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Cor blimey –  
it’s Corwenna!
:H�YLVLW�3HWH�:DWHUƓHOGōV�
1950s Cornish layout 
DQG�Ō5XIŴHV�5RDGō��D�
����V�%5�XUEDQ�VFHQH�

NEVER  

MISS AN  

ISSUE!

Turn to page 22 for 

details of our great  

subscription 

offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 
01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 
to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 
number below to 

speak to our 
advertising team.
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SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR FULL L ISTINGS

INCLUDING SPECIAL OFFERS & GREAT DEALS!!

www.railsofsheffield.com

PRICING POLICY FOR IN STOCK AND AVAILABLE ITEMS: The price advertised on Rails of Sheffield website will be the price charged at the time of the 
order being processed. This excludes errors in pricing (E & OE) in the event of an error with a price you will be contacted prior to the order being processed 
and given the option to accept the correct price or cancel the order.

PLEASE NOTE: All items currently in stock are despatched immediately. Forthcoming releases will be despatched immediately upon release. If your order 
contains both current items and forthcoming releases then these will be despatched separately and subject to separate delivery charges. 

SHIPPING COSTS: ROYAL MAIL 48 HOUR TRACKED £4.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 2 days of dispatch 
including Saturdays (this is not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

ROYAL MAIL 24 HOUR TRACKED £5.00: Royal Mail aim to deliver within 1 day of dispatch including Saturdays (this is 
not a guaranteed service and parcels can take longer to arrive).

SPECIAL DELIVERY £8.50: Guaranteed delivery by 1pm the next day Monday to Saturday. With full track and trace 
system, your parcel is delivered speedily and securely (orders must be placed by 2pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

PARCEL FORCE COURIER SERVICE £7.50: Next day delivery for much of the UK, including Saturdays. Full track and 
trace system. Used for parcels over 1.8kg without packing or if you would like a speedy secure delivery of your parcel. 
This excludes the following post codes BT, JE, GY, IM, KW, IV, PA and PO30- 44, KA27-28, PH17-26, PH49-50 and ZE. 
The cost for these postcodes is £12.00 and will be delivered within two to three working days (orders must be placed 
by 3pm to guarantee same day dispatch).

WORLDWIDE POSTAGE: For all orders outside the UK, postage will be charged at cost, based on the weight and size 
of the parcel.

RAILS TV & 
SOCIAL MEDIA...

Like us on: railsofsheffield    railsofsheffield    railssheffield    railsofsheffield

SL-100 25 YARDS CODE 100 WOODEN SLEEPER 
TYPE NICKEL SILVER FLEXIBLE TRACK £79.50

SL-100F 25 YARDS NICKEL SILVER FINESCALE 
FLEXIBLE TRACK WOODEN SLEEPER £79.50

SL-102F 25 YARDS FINESCALE CONCRETE SLEEPER 
TYPE NICKEL SILVER FLEXIBLE TRACK £87.00

SL-91/E91/92/E92 SMALL POINTS RIGHT & LEFT HAND 
INSUL OR ELECTROFROG £11.50 each

SL-95/E95/96/E96 MEDIUM POINTS RIGHT & LEFT HAND 
INSUL OR ELECTROFROG £11.95 each

SL-88/E88/89/E89 LARGE POINTS RIGHT & LEFT HAND 
INSUL OR ELECTROFROG £13.50 each

PL10 PL10 POINT MOTOR (SWITCH MACHINE) 
INDIVIDUAL £6.50

SL-300 25 YARDS CODE 80 NICKLE SILVER FLEXIBLE 
TRACK WITH WOODEN TYPE SLEEPERS £70.00

SL-300F 30 YARDS CODE 55 FINESCALE N/S 
FLEXIBLE TRACK WOODEN SLEEPER £94.50

SL-395/96-E95/E96 MEDIUM POINTS RIGHT & LEFT HAND 
INSUL OR ELECTROFROG £10.50 each

SL-U395F/U96F MEDIUM RIGHT HAND TURNOUT
UNIFROG CODE 55 £11.50 each

SL-388/389/E388/E389 LARGE POINT ELECTROFROG RIGHT 
& LEFT HAND POINTS £12.50 each

SL-700BH 12 YARDS O GAUGE FLEXIBLE NICKLE SILVER 
TRACK (BULLHEAD) WOODEN SLEEPER £80.00

SL-700FB 12 YARDS O GAUGE UNIVERSAL FINE 
CODE 143 WOODEN SLEEPER £80.00

SL-E791BH/792BH MEDIUM RADIUS RIGHT & LEFT HAND 
POINTS WITH BULLHEAD RAIL £46.00 each

SL-E791FB/E792FB MEDIUM RADIUS RIGHT AND LEFT 
NICKEL SILVER ELECTROFROG POINT 
(CODE 143 FLAT BOTTOM) £48.50 each

GREAT PRICES ON

2 STORES, 100’S OF ITEMS ADDED DAILY

RAILS-SHEFFIELD RAILS-VAULT

ALSO STOCKED AT BARGAIN PRICES!

ALL the big
brands

 

LEGOMANBIFFO
H I G H  Q U A L I T Y  S O U N D S

REALTRACK

NEW PRODUCT!
CRAFTED FOR RAILS BY DCCconcepts

RoS-218 £19.95

• OO/HO Decoder perfect for 21 pin, 
8 pin and hard-wire installation

• 6 powered functions

RoS-8D £19.95

• OO/HO 8 pin direct plug decoder 
for DCC-ready locomotives

• 4 powered functions

RoS-6D £19.95

• N & Small HO/OO 6 pin direct plug 
decoder for DCC-ready locomotives

• 2 powered functions

RoS-8HP £24.95

• High Power decoder for 8 pin and 
hard-wire installation into older OO/
HO or modern O gauge locomotives

• 4 powered functions

IT'S TIME TO CONNECT WITH 
THE NEXT GENERATION

OF DCC DECODERS

IN STOCK NOW!!!  SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS

NEW LIVERIES AND NUMBERS ADDED TO SONIC 56xx LINE-UP

N-gauge newcomer Sonic Models is offering additional liveries and new 
numbers to the forthcoming 56xx (GWR/BR9W) 0-6-2 tank locomotive.

PRE-ORDER NOW! £109.95 12 VERSIONS AVAILABLE

N GAUGE

S2101-01 – 5637. BR lined green.
S2101-01A – 5643. BR lined green. 

S2101-02 – 6681. BR lined green weathered.
S2101-03 – 5633. BR unlined green.
S2101-04 – 6639. BR unlined black.
S2101-04A – 5619. BR unlined black.

S2101-05 – 5616. GW unlined green.
S2101-06 – 6623. GW unlined green.
S2101-06A – 6671. GW unlined green.
S2101-07 – 5609. GW unlined green. 
S2101-08 – 6602. BR unlined black.

S2101-09 – 5644. GW Unlined green.

SOON!
EXPECTED

See website 
for details

railsofsheffield.com

1970 2020

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

DRAX POWER IIA-D BIOMASS HOPPERS - TWIN PACKS
Featuring NEM couplers, highly detailed bodies with a host of separately 
fitted details including hopper roof door opening rams, control gear and 
brake equipment, and will be available in a range of numbers and liveries.

PRE-ORDER NOW! £79.95 6 TWIN PACKS AVAILABLE

N GAUGENEW!

EXCLUSIVE Twin Packs, Unique Running No's: – Original Drax Power livery
– Drax Northern Powerhouse livery   – Drax Renewable Pioneer livery
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Telephone our Second Hand team on: (0114) 255 1436 or email: secondhand@railsofsheffield.com - Ref: MR2021

WE WANT ANYTHING MODEL RAILWAY RELATED, 
ANY AGE, ANY GAUGE, FROM A SINGLE ITEM TO A 
LIFETIME COLLECTION. DISTANCE NO OBJECT.
PLEASE TELEPHONE, OR EMAIL YOUR LISTS TO

SECONDHAND@RAILSOFSHEFFIELD.COM

RAILS OF SHEFFIELD VALUE YOUR SECOND HAND COLLECTION VERY HIGHLY

LOCOS - COACHES - WAGONS - TRACK-WORK - CONTROLLERS - ACCESSORIES
DIE-CAST - LORRIES - BUSES - PLANES - SOLDIERS - RAILWAYANA - AND MORE

DECEASED ESTATES - EX SHOP STOCK A SPECIALITY
FAST SERVICE WITH COMPLETE DISCRETION ASSURED

BUY . SELL . EXCHANGE . ANY GAUGE . ANY AGE

NO COLLECTION IS TOO LARGE
FOR LARGER COLLECTIONS WHERE IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO LIST ALL ITEMS - WE CAN ARRANGE A PERSONAL VISIT

IMMEDIATE PAYMENT BY BANK TRANSFER OR CASH 
OR WHY NOT TRADE YOUR ITEMS IN FOR EXCHANGE FOR AN EVEN BIGGER ALLOWANCE

WE ALSO BUY RAILWAYANA AND MORE...SIGNAGE AND TOTEMS

We URGENTLY require collections of any size, featuring products from the following manufacturers:

railsofsheffield.com
RETAILER OF THE YEAR!

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield



WE VALUE YOUR 

PRE-OWNED
SECOND HAND

MODEL COLLECTION
VERY HIGHLY!!ALL BRANDS FOR CASH

FAMILY
BUSINESS

FRIENDLY
SERVICE

TOP

GUARANTEED

PRICES
PAID

CONTACT US
get in touch by email, 

phone or post with 
your list of items

WE MAKE AN OFFER
our friendly, experienced staff 
review your list and make an 
honest valuation and offer

BRING, SEND OR COLLECT
either visit the shop, send us your 

items, or for larger collections we will 
arrange collection for you

PAYMENT MADE!
we confirm the offer and make 
a fast, secure payment via your 

choice of payment method

TELEPHONE OUR SECOND HAND TEAM ON: (0114) 255 1436
OR EMAIL: SECONDHAND@RAILSOFSHEFFIELD.COM

FULL COLLECTIONS PURCHASED
UK & WORLDWIDE COLLECTION AVAILABLE

BUY . SELL . EXCHANGE . ANY GAUGE . ANY AGE

FOR MORE DETAILS see our w

railsofsheffield.com
RETAILER OF THE YEAR!

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield



See the website for full details:     
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EXCLUSIVES 

LNWR IMPROVED

PRECEDENT
CLASS 2-4-0

3 VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

NEW!

IN 
STOCK
NOW!

AVAILABLE NOW!  £279.50

CLASS 33/0
TWIN PACK

DRS Minimodal

SELLING
FAST!!

CLASS 92’s
2  VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!   
£159.99–£249.99  

ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

NEWLY TOOLED

DELTIC
6  VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £160–£250 Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

OO GAUGE MODELS

BR LINED GREEN (LATE CREST) 2-6-2

CLASS  V2
'DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY '

PRE-ORDER NOW! £229.95–329.95  
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

PRE-ORDER NOW! £220 DCC READY

ONLY 
£30 

DEPOSIT

WAINWRIGHT

D  CLASS Secure 
yours for

ONLY £30 
DEPOSIT

PRE-ORDER 
NOW! 

6  VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

2  VERSIONS  AVAILABLE N
E
W

!



    railsofsheffield.com/exclusive

COLLECTION

BR GAS TURBINE CLASS

18000
3 VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £199.99 – Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

ELECTRIC  AUTOCAR
3 VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £199.95
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

NO.37610

CLASS 37/6

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £169.99-£259.99 – Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

HNRC BR BLUE DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE
(WRAP AROUND YELLOW NOSES)

OO GAUGE MODELS

BR 21T 
MDV/PMV
IN MC METALS LIVERY 

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £74.95
Three wagons, all individually numbered

21-29 Chesterfield Road   Sheffield   South Yorkshire   S8 0RL   UK   Tel: (0114) 255 1436   Fax: (0114) 255 5982

        info@railsofsheffield.com                  railsofsheffield               railsofsheffield                railssheffield                railsofsheffield

CALEDONIAN RAILWAY BLUE MCINTOSH

812 CLASS 0-6-0
5  VERSIONS  AVAILABLE

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £179.95–£199.95
Secure yours for ONLY £30 DEPOSIT

SEE 
WEBSITE 
for more 

EXCLUSIVES  
& details!

TRIPLE  WAGON  PACK

NEW!

43238 'NRM 40' POWER CAR

CLASS 43 LNER HST
43302 'WORLD SPEED RECORD' TRAILER CAR

N 
GAUGE
MODEL

PRE-ORDER NOW!  £149.99

TWIN  PACK







1. List

ALL brands purchased, including:

Call us on 0151 305 1755

or email preowned@hattons.co.uk

17 Montague Road,

Widnes WA8 8FZ

Phone opening times:
Mon to Sun 9am - 5pm

YOUR PRE-OWNED
LOCOS AND

ROLLING STOCK

���2�HU

2XU�H[SHUW�VWD��ZLOO�UHYLHZ
your list and create your 
EHVSRNH�YDOXDWLRQ�

3. Send

2QFH�WKH�R�HU�LV�DFFHSWHG��
VHQG�\RXU�LWHPV�WR�XV�

4. Pay
ΖWHPV�DUH�FKHFNHG��WKH�R�HU�
FRQ�UPHG�DQG�SD\PHQW�
PDGH�YLD�Bank Transfer, 

Cheque or PayPal�

Utilise our extensive product database and preset item 
conditions to quickly and easily compile your list.

Prepare & submit a list of your items at 
www.HattonsModelMoney.com or send 
VSUHDGVKHHWV��GRFXPHQWV�RU�SKRWRJUDSKV�YLD�

www.HattonsModelMoney.com/upload









TMC WEATHERED OO SCALE PRODUCTS 

READY FOR IMMEDIATE DISPATCH

Take a closer look on our website where you will find 

larger images and more product information!

32-739SF Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
66/4 66419 Freightliner G&W (DCC 

Sound Fitted) Weathered by TMC

£225.49 Regular Price £259.96

32-734BSF Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
66/0 66117 DB Cargo (DCC Sound 
Fitted) Weathered by TMC

£225.49 Regular Price £259.96

32-734B Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
66/0 66117 DB Cargo 
Weathered by TMC

£157.49 Regular Price £179.95

32-683RJ Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
45/0 Lytham St. Annes 45022 BR Blue 

VALUE Weathered by TMC

£155.99 Regular Price £179.95

32-683RJ Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
45/0 Lytham St. Annes 45022 BR Blue 

Weathered by TMC

£166.00 Regular Price £189.95

32-683RJSF Bachmann Class 45/0 
Lytham St. Annes 45022 (DCC Sound 
Fitted) Deluxe Weathering by TMC

£262.49 Regular Price £299.95

32-532A Bachmann Class 55 Deltic 
55003 Meld BR Blue Nameplates Fitted 

and Weathered by TMC

£193.00 Regular Price £219.95

32-532ASF Bachmann Class 55 Deltic 
55003 Meld BR Blue DCC Sound Fitted

Plates and Weathered by TMC

£269.50 Regular Price £309.95

32-533 Bachmann Class 55 Deltic 
D9001 St. Paddy FYE Nameplates Fitted 

and Weathered by TMC

£188.75 Regular Price £214.96

31-742SF Bachmann MR 1532 (1P) Tank 
58072 BR (DCC Sound Fitted) Real 

Coal and Weathered by TMC

£252.49 Regular Price £289.96

32-376A Bachmann Class 37/4 37422 
Robert F. Fairlie Plates Fitted and Weath-

ered by TMC

£179.50 Regular Price £204.96

Bachmann Class 47/0 47363 Billingham 
Enterprise BR Railfreight Renamed Re-

numbered and Weathered by TMC

£232.99 Regular Price £259.96

32-650DS Bachmann Class 44 Skiddaw 
D3 BR Green SYP (DCC Sound) Name-

plates Fitted and Weathered by TMC

£248.26 Regular Price £284.95

E84003 EFE Rail Class 35 Hymek 7016 
BR Blue FYE (with Data Panel) Weath-

ered by TMC

£166.00 Regular Price £189.95

E84001 EFE Rail Class 35 Hymek D7005 
BR Two-Tone Green 
Weathered by TMC

£166.00 Regular Price £189.95



www.themodelcentre.com t. 01947 899125
Hill Farm, Beck Hole, Whitby, YO22 5LF

32-788 Bachmann Class 37/0 Centre 
Headcode 37284 BR Blue Weathered by 

TMC

£174.50 Regular Price £199.96

31-741 Bachmann OO Gauge MR 1532 
(1P) Tank 1303 LMS Black (Original) 
Real Coal and Weathered by TMC

£167.50 Regular Price £189.95

31-741SF Bachmann MR 1532 (1P) Tank 
1303 (Original)(DCC Sound Fitted) Real 

Coal and Weathered by TMC

£252.49 Regular Price £289.96

38-037 Bachmann HKA Hopper Nation-
EP�4S[IV��(I�&VERHIH
�[MXL�+VEJ½XM�ERH�
Deluxe Weathering by TMC (Design #3)

£100.25 Regular Price £116.95

38-037 Bachmann HKA Hopper Nation-
EP�4S[IV��(I�&VERHIH
�[MXL�+VEJ½XM�ERH�
Deluxe Weathering by TMC (Design #2)

£100.25 Regular Price £116.95

38-037 Bachmann HKA Hopper Nation-
EP�4S[IV��(I�&VERHIH
�[MXL�+VEJ½XM�ERH�
Deluxe Weathering by TMC (Design #1)

£100.25 Regular Price £116.95

We have HUNDREDS more TMC weathered models in stock, visit our 

website to see the full range.

Bachmann OO Class J72 68723 (NCL 
Pilot) Nameplates Lamps Warning Flash-
es Crew Coal and Weathered by TMC

£222.49 Regular Price £254.95

R3856 Hornby BR Princess Coronation 
Class 4-6-2 46257 City of Salford (Era 
5) Real Coal and Weathered by TMC

£213.49 Regular Price £232.49

R3857 Hornby LMS Princess Corona-
tion Class 4-6-2 6220 Coronation (Era 
3) Real Coal and Weathered by TMC

£211.00 Regular Price £229.99

E85012 EFE Rail OO LSWR Beattie Well 
Tank 3298 SR Green (Preserved) Real 
Coal and Deluxe Weathering by TMC

£145.00 Regular Price £179.95

E85011 EFE Rail OO Gauge LSWR Be-
attie Well Tank 3298 SR Black Real Coal 

and Deluxe Weathering by TMC

£145.00 Regular Price £179.95

32-740 Bachmann Class 66/7 66789 
British Rail GBRf BR Blue (Large Logo) 
Plates Fitted and Weathered by TMC

£162.49 Regular Price £184.96

32-121 Bachmann OO Gauge Class 
08 08624 Freightliner Powerhaul with 

Deluxe Weathering by TMC

£138.76 Regular Price £169.96

R6925TTS Hornby OO Gauge Vent 
Van with TTS Sound (Era 3/4/5) Deluxe 

Weathered by TMC

£45.50 Regular Price £49.50

E85010 EFE Rail OO Gauge LSWR 
Beattie Well Tank 30586 Real Coal and 

Deluxe Weathering by TMC

£145.00 Regular Price £179.95



Discontinued Mint Boxed Hornby & Bachmann Locos,
Coaches, Wagons, etc. 

Items listed weekly take a look you may fi nd that elusive item!

Don’t Delay ~ Call Today
No Cheques - No Posting - Just a Top Cash Deal

NO LIST - NO WORRY - HOME VISITS ARE OUR SPECIALITY

Top Prices Paid for your collection of
Hornby, Bachmann, Heljan, Farish, Wrenn, DJH 

and Other Kits Built & Unbuilt, Exley, LGB 

WE PURCHASE YOUR 
WHOLE COLLECTION 

Layouts dismantled - Distance No Object 

We also require O gauge and above R.T.R. 
or Kit-built Locos, Coaches, Wagons, etc.

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk

CALL NOW Tel: 01606 872786 Mobile: 07531 949069
Email: sjmodels@tiscali.co.uk 

www.sandjmodelrailways.co.uk





STRATHWOOD, UNIT 4, SHUTTLEWORTH ROAD, ELM FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, BEDFORD MK41 0EP OR GO ONLINE TO

www.strathwood.co.uk

NEW NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW

NEW NEW

UK Only Post & Packing £2.95 per order



NEW
MODEL 
SHOP IN 

HENSALL, 
YORKSHIRE

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005
Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Visit us on

FACEBOOK

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk

Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk

GOOD QUALITY

PRE-OWNED MODEL 

RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS

WANTED
Sell us your secondhand model
railways in all gauges including,

N Gauge, OO Gauge and O Gauge.

Have you got a Model Railway to sell?
We buy Pre-owned
Model Railways and 
Model Trains. We are 

always looking for Model 
Railways in all gauges.
Here are some examples of the

brands we have purchased:
 Hornby, Bachmann, Graham Farish, 
Dapol, Heljan, Mainline, Oxford Rail.



 

TOWER BRASS LOCOMOTIVES
R.T.R in unpainted brass/factory painted

GWR/BR Railcar 19-33 .......................£550.00

GWR/BR Parcels Railcar No.34 ...........£550.00

GWR 1361 Early black chassis ...........£525.00

GWR/BR 1361 Late black chassis ...........£525.00

LY/LMS/BR Pug black.........................£450.00

LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 black ..................£815.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier black chassis . £525.00 

FULLY FINISHED R-T-R LOCOS
L&Y/LMS/BR Pug 0-4-0T ...........from £525.00

GWR/BR 1361 0-6-0ST ..............from £695.00

GWR/BR 8750 Pannier tank .......from £695.00

GWR/BR Razor Edge railcar ................£835.00

GWR/BR Parcels railcar ......................£810.00

LNER/BR J39 0-6-0 ...........................£950.00

LMS/BR Original Patriot....................£1650.00

Over 100 R-T-R locos available off the shelf

GLADIATOR LOCO KITS
GL1 LNER/BR D10/11 4-4-0  .....................£340.00

GL14 LNER / BR Q4 TINY 0-8-0  ................£350.00

GL16 LNER / BR Q1/1 0-8-0 TANK  ...........£320.00

GL20 LMS/BR PRINCESS  ..........................£460.00

GL21 LMS/BR ROYAL SCOT  ......................£400.00

GL23 LMS/BR BRITISH LEGION  ................£400.00

GL24 LMS/BR ORIGINAL PATRIOT  ............£400.00

GL28 LMS/BR 2P 4-4-0  ............................£320.00

GL36 LBSC/SR/BR H2 ATLANTIC  ..............£410.00

GL44 LNWR/LMS /BR COAL TANK 0-6-2  .£270.00

GL50 LNER/BR 2-8-8-2 GARRATT  ............£650.00

GL57 LNER  / BR L1 2-6-4  ........................£320.00

GL58 LNER  / BR B1 4-6-0  .......................£380.00

GL59 LNER / BR K1 2-6-0  ........................£370.00

GTR62 SR/BR Urie King Arthur............  ......£460.00

GL70 SR / BR SCHOOLS  4-4-0  ................£410.00

FT9 NER/LNER/BR G6/BTP 0-4-4T......  .....£240.00

MERCIAN LOCO KITS
SG5 LNER/BR J94 Austerity 0-6-0ST ..£180.00

GW2 GWR/BR 14xx Autotank ....................£175.00

TOWER COLLECTION (D.J.H) BEGINNERS KITS
Includes wheels, gears and motor 

TC1 Class 02 0-4-0 Diesel Shunter ........ £250.00

TC3 Andrew Barclay 0-4-0 Steam Shunter £250.00

TOWER COLLECTION LOCO KITS
Require wheels, gears and motor

TC2 LMS streamlined Coronation ............£595.00

TC4 LMS/BR non streamlined Duchess ...£595.00

TC5 LMS/BR de-streamlined Duchess ....£595.00

TC6 LMS/BR Sir William Stainer ..............£595.00

TC7 LMS/BR Black Five 4-6-0 .................£595.00

TC14 LMS/BR Stainer 8F 2-8-0 ...............£595.00

D.J.H LOCO KITS
K300 B.R Standard 84xx 2-6-2T......... £399.00

K301 B.R Standard 2MT 2-6-0........... £457.00

K302 LMS/B.R Ivatt 2-6-2T................. £399.00

K303 LMS/BR Fairburn 2-6-4 T ........ £415.00

K310A LNER/BR A3 with Corridor tender .£656.00

K317B BR Britannia with BR1/1A tender .£656.00

K324B B.R 9F 2-10-0 BR1B/BR1C.......£656.00

K326 B.R Class 03 complete kit.......... £457.00

K336 LNER/B.R Peppercorn A2........... £656.00

K338 LNER/B.R G5 0-4-0T.................. £457.00

K340 B.R Class 14 complete kit.......... £457.00

K344 NEW LNER/BR Hunt Class 4-4-0 ..£525.00

K345 NEW LNER/BR Thompson A2/1 ..£656.00

PECO LINESIDE KITS
LK704 Wooden lineside hut kit .............£21.15

LK705 Brick lineside hut ......................£21.15

LK709 Ground Level Signal Box ...........£30.45

LK710 Signal Box Interior Kit................£22.50

LK715 Brick Base Signal Box ...............£42.00

LK735 GWR Yard Crane ........................£22.80

LK741 GWR spear fencing ...................£11.65

LK742 GWR spear fencing ramps .........£11.65

LK743 Field fencing and gates .............£10.55

LK747 Telegraph Poles (6)......................£9.85

LK748 Ladders (4) .................................£7.95

LK749 Loading Gauges (2) ...................£13.20

LK750 Single track level crossing gates ...£21.45

LK758 Platelayers tools ..............................£6.85

LK759 Platform lamps (4) ...........................£9.25

LK760 Telephone boxes (2) .........................£9.25

LK761 GWR Station seats (4)  .....................£8.80

LK762 MR/NER station seats (4) .................£8.80

LK763 SR/BR Station seats ........................£8.80

LK764 Bicycles (8) ......................................£8.80

LK765 Police Call Box ...............................£10.55

LK790 GWR home or distant signal ......£19.75

SLATERS BR WAGONS AND VANS KITS
7062 B.R 12ton Vanwide ......................£38.00

7063 B.R Standard Van ........................£38.00

7064 B.R 12ton Standard/Flat Van .......£38.00

7065 B.R Meat Van ..............................£38.00

7066 B.R. Insulated Van .......................£38.00

7067 B.R 13 ton conflat ‘A’ ..................£34.00

7069 B.R Lowfit Wagon .......................£34.00

7070 B.R 12 ton Palvan .......................£38.00

7071 B.R 13 ton High Goods Wagon.....£34.00

7033 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£49.00

7053 LNER/BR 20T Brake Van .............£53.00

7CO20 SECR/SR/BR 4 wheel PLV/GUV ..£79.00

7CO21P SR/BR Bogie Van ..................£126.00

7CO22 SR/BR 4 wheel BY ....................£80.00

PECO WAGON KITS
W601 GWR Toad brake can ..................£42.75

W602 GWR Permanent Way brake .......£42.75

W603 GWR 6 wheel brake ...................£44.50

W604 GWR 4 plank open .....................£36.00

W605 GWR Steel Open ........................£36.00

W606 GWR 10 ton Van .........................£44.00

W607 BR 16 ton Mineral wagon ...........£44.50

W608 BR 27 ton Iron Ore wagon ..........£44.00

W609 BR 20 ton Pig Iron wagon ..........£44.00

PECO ‘0’ GAUGE TRACKWORK
SLE786BH Curved R/H Point ................£58.00

SLE787BH Curved L/H Point.................£58.00

SL700BH 12 yards flexitrack ................£85.75

SLE791BH Right Hand Point .................£46.25

SLE792BH Left Hand Point ...................£46.25

SLE797BH Y Point ................................£46.25

SLE790BH Double Slip .........................£97.50

SLE794BH Long Crossing ....................£52.50

SL10 24 metal railjoiners .......................£3.00

SL11 12 insulated railjoiners ..................£2.85

SL740BH Buffer stop .............................£3.00

TP1 Long Track pins (15mm) .................£3.25

ST700 Box (6) 393mm straight ............£48.00

ST725 Half circle 1028mm radius curves ..£51.25

STU750BH R/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

STU751BH L/H Setrack Point ...............£44.25

PL33 Microswitch ..................................£5.95

PL19 Microswitch Housing (2) ................£4.85

PL80 Power Feed ...................................£7.50

H.M.R.S. TRANSFERS
H1 L.M.S. gold loco and coach .............£22.00

H2 L.M.S. yellow loco and coach ..........£22.00

H2A L.M.S. black style/Crewe loco .......£22.00

H3 L.M.S. loco lining ............................£22.00

H3A L.M.S. coach lining .......................£22.00

H4 L.N.E.R. green loco and coach ........£22.00

H4A L.N.E.R. black loco and Gill Sands .£22.00

H5 L.N.E.R. loco lining..........................£22.00

H6 L.M.S. goods wagon lettering .........£20.00

H7 G.W.R. loco and coach lettering.......£22.00

H8 G.W.R. loco and coach lining ...........£22.00

H9 S.R. Maunsell loco and coach lettering .£22.00

H10 S.R. Bulleid loco and coach lettering .£22.00

H11 G.W.R. goods wagon lettering .......£20.00

H12 L.N.E.R. goods wagon lettering .....£20.00

H13 S.R. goods wagon lettering ...........£20.00

H14 BR steam loco and coach lettering ....£22.00

H15 BR blue diesel and coach lettering ....£20.00

H16 LNWR/WCJS loco coach & wgn ....£23.10

H17 LTSR/MR/SD/LY/MCR gds lettering ...£22.00

H18 N.E.R. loco and coach lettering .....£23.10

H20 CB/NB/GSWR/HR/GNSR wgn lettering £22.00

H22 B.R. mixed traffic/L.N.W.R. loco lining £22.00

H24 MR/SDJR/LTSR/MGN loco & coach ...£23.10

H25 B.R. pre-TOPS wagon numbers etc. ..£20.00

H26 B.R. pre-TOPS wgn instructions etc. £20.00

H31 Pullman crests, names and numbers . £23.10

H32 Pullman lining ...............................£20.00

H40 G.N.R. coach lettering ...................£23.10

PARKSIDE WAGON KITS
PS14 BR Grampus Ballast wagon .........£34.50

PS15 BR 21 Ton Mineral wagon ...........£34.50

PS16 LNER Loco Coal wagon ............... £34.50

PS17 BR 12 ton Pipe wagon ................ £34.50

PS23 GWR/BR 13 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS24 GWR/BR 12 ton unfitted van........ £34.50

PS25 BR 24.5 ton mineral wagon ........ £34.50

PS26 GWR/BR 12 ton fitted van ........... £34.50

PS27 GWR/BR 12 ton open with tarp bar £34.50

PS28 GWR/BR 12 ton plywood van ...... £34.50

PS29 GWR/BR Fruit van ....................... £34.50

PS30 BR 16 ton mineral wagon ........... £34.50

PS31 BR 16 ton slope sided mineral .... £34.50

PS32 BR 16 ton mineral (ex SNCF) ....... £34.50

PS33 BR 8 Plank wooden mineral ........ £34.50

PS42 LMS/BR 12 ton open wagon ....... £34.50

PS45 LNER/BR 12 ton goods van ......... £34.50

PS46 LNER/BR 12 ton fruit van ............ £34.50

PS49 GWR/BR Mica van ....................... £34.50

PS100 SR/BR Banana van .................... £34.50

PS101 SR/BR Meat van........................ £34.50

PS104 BR 21 ton coal hopper .............. £34.50

PS106 SR/BR Cattle truck .................... £34.50

PS112 GWR/BR Gunpowder van .......... £34.50

PS114 LMS/BR Banana van ................. £34.50

PS115 LNER/BR Brake Van .................. £41.00

BACHMANN SCENECRAFT BUILDINGS
47040 Diesel Refuelling Point ..............£39.95

47047 Hampton Hill Platelayers Hut .....£19.95

47203 Low Relief Corner Shop ............£19.95

47009 Single Engine Shed ..Special offer £60.00 
47-541 Walls & Gates ....................... £25.45 
47-558 Corrugated Shed ...................£16.95
47-572 Midland Water Crane ............ £25.45
47-002 Washing Plant ...................... £84.95
47-0054 Mess Room ........................ £59.50

DISCOUNT ‘O’ GAUGE

POSTAGE CHARGES
Orders up to £35.00 plus £2.50 p&p.

Orders £35.01 to £150.00 plus £6.00 p&p.

ORDERS OVER £150.00 POST FREE

Overseas orders postage charged at cost.

TOWER MODELS, 44 Cookson St., Blackpool FY1 3ED

Email: sales@tower-models.com

TEL: 01253 623797 or 623799

TELEPHONE CREDIT CARD ORDERS WELCOME. WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
Visit our well stocked shop, 200 yards from Talbot Rd. Bus Station (Blackpool North 

Railway Station 400 yards). Open Mon to Sat 9.30 to 5.00

Visit our website: www.tower-models.com

NEW HELJAN CLASS 47
2 Versions, 1960/70s & 1980/90s

Eleven liveries planned

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN AC RAILBUS CLEARANCE
Dark green with yellow panel

List Price £495.00 
SPECIAL OFFER £299.95

All prices include VAT @ 20%. 
We reserve the right to alter prices without notice.

NEW HELJAN CLASS 17 
Four liveries Available

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65

NOW AVAILABLE

DAPOL CLASS 121 & 122
Choice of 5 liveries 

List Price £299.00 OUR PRICE £254.15
DCC Sound List Price £499.00 OUR PRICE £424.15

Available Soon. Reserve yours now

HELJAN DIESEL DEPOT
Two Road Shed RRP £89.00 OUR PRICE £75.00
Extension Pack RRP £39.00 OUR PRICE £35.25
Spare Ends (3) RRP £19.00 OUR PRICE £16.00

See website for details and sizes

NEW HELJAN CLASS 50
Selling fast, 3 liveries available

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLEÍ

HELJAN CLASS 42 WARSHIP
8 Liveries Available

RRP £699.00 our price £550.00

NEW HELJAN WAGONS
Heljan Catfish RRP £99.95

OUR PRICE £79.95 or 
£75.00 for 6 or more

NEW DAPOL 14/48/58xx
0-4-2T G.W.R or B.R

Available in various G.W.R & B.R liveries, 

autofitted or not, numbered or un-num-

bered, basic, DCC or DCC sound fitted.
BASIC RRP £225.00 OUR PRICE £191.25

Sound fitted RRP £400.00 OUR PRICE £345.00 
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 26 & 27

VARIOUS LIVERIES
RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

AVAILABLE LATE 2021

NEW HELJAN 61XX PRAIRIE TANK
HJ6100 6110 Great Western

HJ6101 6106 G.W.R

HJ6102 6114 B.R. unlined black

HJ6103 6111 B.R. unlined green

HJ6104 6132 B.R. lined green

HJ6120 un-numbered Great Western

HJ6121 un-numbered B.R. unlined black

HJ6122 un-numbered B.R. unlined green

HJ6123 un-numbered B.R. lined green

HJ6124 5184 Great Western

HJ6125 4144 B.R. unlined black

HJ6126 5158 B.R. lined green

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15
NOW AVAILABLE

See our website for full details

NEW DAPOL B.R MARK 1 COACHES
Available as CK, SO, SK and BSK in 

crimson & cream, S.R green, blue & 

grey, chocolate & cream and maroon, 

numbered or un-numbered

Basic RRP £199.00 OUR PRICE £169.15
DCC fitted RRP £234.00 OUR PRICE £198.90

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN BR PARCELS STOCK 
G.U.V available B.R, Parcels red, 

Express Parcels blue or S.R green

BG available BR maroon, crimson 

& cream, chocolate & cream, 

Newspapers blue or Royal Mail red 

RRP £325.00 OUR PRICE £169.15

STOCKS NOW RUNNING LOW

LIONHEART SUBURBAN COACHES
Fully finished superb quality with interior 

details and lights.

2 car ‘B’ set G.W.R or B.R 6 types 
RRP £470.50 OUR PRICE £399.99
4 car D set G.W.R or B.R 4 types
RRP £823.50 OUR PRICE £699.99

NEW DAPOL SENTINEL Y1/Y3
LNER, LMS, GWR, B.R or N.C.B

Basic RRP £175.00 OUR PRICE £148.75
DCC fitted RRP £205.00 OUR PRICE £174.25 
Sound fitted RRP 350.00 OUR PRICE £297.50

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL 57XX/8750 PANNIERS
57xx in BR Livery

8750 in GWR & BR Liveries 

with riveted tank option

Basic Version RRP £235.00 OUR PRICE £199.75
DCC Fitted RRP£265.00 OUR PRICE £225.25

AVAILABLE 2020

NEW DAPOL 10 FOOT W.B WAGONS
B.R Open Wagons (various)

RRP £46.35 OUR PRICE £39.50
B.R VEA, VBA, MEAT, INSULATED AND 

STANDARD VANS (12 TYPES)
RRP £49.95 OUR PRICE £42.50

NEW DAPOL
B.R Standard 20T Brakevan 

3 grey liveries available

RRP £79.95 OUR PRICE £67.95
CUSTOM WEATHERED £92.25

NEW HELJAN Mk2 / 2a COACHES
T.S.O. / F.K. / B.S.O. / B.F.K.

RRP £279.00 OUR PRICE £237.25
DUE FOR RELEASE 2022

ADVANCE ORDERS WELCOME

NEW HELJAN CLASS 117
2 Car and 3 Car D.M.U

Available in a range of liveries from 

Cats Whiskers to N.S.E

Available 2021
Reserve yours now

NEW HELJAN CLASS 37/4
Eight liveries available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN 43XX MOGUL
6 standard versions in G.W.R and B.R

all un-numbered and

2 limited editions numbered

List Price £779.00 OUR PRICE £662.15
NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 45
Original all green livery

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £550.00
LAST FEW

NEW HELJAN CLASS 03
5 liveries available

Both numbered and un-numbered
List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £335.75

NOW AVAILABLE

TOWER MODELS 

LIMITED EDITION ICI WAGONS
1950’s: 

Red Salt Van (9 types) £42.50 each

NOW AVAILABLE
1960’s:

Blue Salt Vans (4 types) £42.50

5 plank Lime (5 types) £40.00

5 plank Alkalid (5 types) £40.00

NOW AVAILABLE
16 ton minerals

SODA ASH Livery(3 numbers) £41.50

AVAILABLE SUMMER 2021

OUR WEBSITE CONTAINS 4,000 
IMAGES AND IS UPDATED 
SEVERAL TIMES A WEEK

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) 45XX PRAIRIE
Superb quality fully finished with diecast 

body and excellent detail. Choice of six 

liveries, numbered and un-numbered.

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75
Sound fitted RRP £650.00 OUR PRICE £552.50
Available Spring 2021 Reserve yours now

DAPOL HEA & HAA COALWAGONS
4 Types of each

RRP £54.95 OUR PRICE £46.95
HAA’S LAST FEW - HEA’S 2020 RELEASE

DAPOL (EX LIONHEART) PANNIERS
64XX and 74XX G.W.R or B.R

List Price £399.00 OUR PRICE £340.00
Sound Fitted RRP £550.00 OUR PRICE £467.50

TOWER MODELS LIMITED 
EDITION DAPOL WAGON SETS

Set of 6 Esso or Shell BP Tankers

RRP £324.48 OUR PRICE £275.00
Set Of Six Planked & Plywood Vans

RRP £299.70 OUR PRICE £255.00

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW HELJAN CLASS 31
Limited Re-run 4 liveries remaining

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
LAST FEW

HELJAN CLASS 35 HYMEK
Limited Re-run Four liveries planned

RRP £495.00 OUR PRICE £420.75 

NOW AVAILABLE

HELJAN CLASS 55
3 Liveries Available

RRP £599.00 OUR PRICE £509.15 

NOW AVAILABLE

NEW DAPOL MOTORISED SIGNALS

GWR & LMS Home 4 versions
List Price £55.95 

OUR PRICE £47.55

NEW HELJAN CLASS 33
Early and Late Versions

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65
11 Liveries IN STOCK

HELJAN CLASS 31/1 & 31/4
Various liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 
Available Summer 2021

HELJAN CLASS 56
Total of 8 liveries

RRP £699.00 OUR PRICE £594.15 

AVAILABLE WINTER 2021

HELJAN CLASS 40
CENTRE HEADCODE 5 liveries

RRP £549.00 OUR PRICE £466.65 

AVAILABLE EARLY 2021
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www.55H.co.uk  

www.finescalebrass.co.uk

FOR MODELLERS WHO 

REQUIRE QUALITY, 

ACCURACY, 

PERFORMANCE & 

DURABILITY

The new name in brass 

O gauge RTR locomotives, 

built to the highest standards

Fully finished by SAM Models in 
Korea after extensive UK research, 

design and development.

55H is a TRADING NAME of

55H Unit 3 Fulford Business Centre, 

35 Hospital Fields Road, York YO10 4DZ      

Tel: 01132 761759 / John@55h.co.uk

7MT “Britannia” class choice of names & tender. Fully factory finished and tested ready to run on delivery.   

£2750.00 DC     £3150.00 DCC & sound     £3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

8P “Duke of Gloucester” choice of 

era’s.  Fully factory finished and 

tested ready to run on delivery. 

£2800.00 DC     

£3200.00 DCC & sound    

£3450.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

LIMITED STOCK!!

LIMITED STOCK!!

BR Standard 5MT (incl Caprotti version)
BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 & 4-6-0

PRE-ORDER PRICES:

£2750.00 DC

£3150.00 DCC & sound

£3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

NEW MODELS IN PRODUCTION 

AVAILABLE LATE 2021

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – Call now to reserve the number/version required

S P E C I A L  O F F E R

FREE whilst stocks last - a fully finished 
Terrier or J50  with any purchase of 

Britannia & Duke of Gloucester models.  
See website for details

L A S T  F E W  9 F  M O D E L S !  

Call for availability!

Build: Roger Scanlon
Painted: Paul Moore
For illustration purposes only

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

Trains4U Exclusive 

Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Please see our website for updated opening times

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

PFB Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for late 1990s to present day

Produced by 

Available to pre-order online now at Trains4U.com

by phone, email, or in our Peterborough store

Delivery due imminently

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ OO Gauge

£35.00 each
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‘16XX’
0-6-0-PT

22 
versions to 
choose from

—x—

—x—

Go to page 102 for 

full details

Order 
yours 

today!

C & L FINESCALE ARE 
SUPPLIERS OF WELL PROVEN 
RANGE OF 4 & 7MM TRACK 

BUILDING MATERIALS WHICH 
INCLUDES OUR EASY BUILD 
POINT KITS WHICH CONTAIN 

ALL OF THE REQUIRED PARTS 
TO BUILD A POINT, FOR 

THE FULL RANGE PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE.

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

Office hours 10.00 to 14.00 
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday. 

14.00 to 19.00 Weds.

C & L Finescale Track Building 
Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 
12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX

Telephone 01372 748490 

www.clfinescale.co.uk

Easy build point kits available in 
4 and 7mm scales

Ready made common crossings 
in 4mm OO FINE & OO RTR, 
EM, P4 AND 7mm f7 & S7.

All new 7mm O Gauge flexi track

New 4 & 7mm 
individual rail chair 

chair sprues

New OO Flexi track 
based on track panels
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Our popular DCC controller!

13 Hooper Close, Dunswell, Hull, HU6 9FG
Tel: 07968 057919

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£30.00

The ACE-2 (DCS2044-2H)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

d

£262.00

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 - call for availability update.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

oo
 POA

£54.00
utst

uts

utst

uts £63.00

ss £60.00

£30.00

Up to 9999 train and 2044 accessory adresses

Trains and accessories can be named

Easy to use - elegant, clearly-labelled touch keys

                    - clear, colour graphical display

Drive from the touch panel, or optional handsets

Generous 5A output! 

Integrated USB interface!

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

January 2021 - UPDATE

Further product development has been delayed, owing to

our recent move, but we expect to roll out our new DAC22

accessory decoder this month. Version 4 of the ACE software

will follow.

Order deliveries are taking between 5-10 working days.
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MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk
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M O D E L S  F E AT U R E D
0 0  G A U G E The National Collection in Miniature

Visit locomotionmodels.com our online store for details and more

Locomotion, Shildon DL4 2RE   Tel: 01904 685785

FIND US ON:

Visit the Locomotion Museum Shop for:
All prices and offers 

are subject to change 
without notice

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

Great Western Railway 94xx Class 0-6-0T No. 9400 is part of The National Collection 
and is currently on loan to Steam Museum, Swindon.

THE FINAL GWR 

PANNIER TANK DESIGN 
BEFORE NATIONALISATION

Some accessory parts 

may require fitting 

by customer.

EXCLUSIVE MODELS

NOW AVAILABLE!
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

£134.95
(+£7.50 courier)

94xx

MODEL RAILWAY & COLLECTABLES

Top Prices Paid
For all makes, all gauges and live steam, 

aeroplane kits, boats, die cast etc.

Instant cash paid

Will travel to collect

01775 630385 / 07723 336344
email: usedmodelrailway@gmail.com
Woodgate Cottage, New Road, Deeping St Nicholas, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 3DU

MODEL 

RAILWAYS

ONLINE

������
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Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN

OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are
Being Listed On Our Website.
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MODEL RAIL IS ALSO AVAILABLE 
AS A DIGITAL EDITION

Created for tablets and smart phones, Model Rail is now 
available from the App Store and Google Play.

You are now able to enjoy Model Rail photography as you 
have never seen it before, plus videos, picture galleries, 

sound samples and more…

GET YOUR FREE SAMPLER AT THE APP STORE

CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:
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UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!



Coastal

DCC
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Marketplace

CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379 • gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Bedfordshire

DCC

Kits

Models Wanted

Repairs

Don’t miss the next issue of
MODEL RAIL on sale 18 March

Online Shops

Photographic

Books & DVD’s

Cheshire

Order Online today

www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd

9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Saturday 9am-4pm

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

RAILWAY BOOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������

ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP  HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP
Tel: 01484 518159

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

Colour-Rail photo library

120,000 railway 
subject images
including Ireland at  

www.colour-rail.com
High res scans for modellers

Image Collections wanted 

Contact us at  

colourrail@aol.com or
558 Birmingham Road,  
Bromsgrove, B61 0HTMOTOR REPAIRS

HORNBY, DUBLO, WRENN & TRIANG MOTORS
Repaired, rewound & remagnetised.

Old Triang wheels updated.
OO Locos serviced from £22.50 

plus parts & post

SCALESPEED Est 1966

75 Green Road, Fareham, Hants PO14 2HB
Tel 01329 665045 / 07774 253352 

Web www.scalespeed.co.uk
Email scalespeed@btinternet.com

Railway 
Buses

Shipping
Commercial

Aviation
Canals

Motoring 
Vehicles

DEREK’S TRANSPORT BOOKS
All Transport Subjects Covered

www.derekstransportbooks.com
Over 8000 Books in Stock on-line

Based in the New Forest
Est. 1995 P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA

Tel/Fax: 01373 822231
E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £78.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £105.00
City of Truro complete p/deal £107.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).
Non EU and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO
EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6
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Scotland

Isle Of Wight

North Yorkshire

Suffolk

Tyne And Wear

Kent

Staffordshire

Somerset

Wales Yorkshire

TO 

ADVERTISE 

PLEASE CALL 

GEMMA 

ON 

01733 366379

Cumbria & Lake District 

Essex

Hampshire

Cleveland

Buckinghamshire

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

South Cumbria’s number 
one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,
Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30-17.00

NEW WEBSITE
10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  
Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways
Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY
Tel: 01349 862346

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

TUTBURY MODELS
COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

Model Railway Supplies,
New & Second Hand Bought & Sold
Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178

www.pooleyspuffers.com
email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com
382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 

Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

www.trainstop.co.uk
shop 10 High St. Knighton LD7 1AT. Tel: 01547520673 email: sales@trainstop.co.uk

Large range of new and discontinued OO, N, and O stock.

All leading brands. Well worth a visit.

Millennium Models
Hornby, Bachmann, Peco & Gaugemaster

New and Secondhand Stock
Javis, Dapol, Metcalfe, Corgi & Oxford

67 Queen Street, Morley, Leeds
LS27 8EB • Tel: 0113 2189 286

www.millenniummodels.co.uk

P & D MARSH MODELS 
PAINTED OO GAUGE 

PDZ07 Postman, bike & postbox £8.75 

PDZ12 Trackside signs (4)           £8.25 
PDZ19 Loco crew (2) steam        £9.00 

PDZ28 Window cleaner/ladder   £7.15 

PDZ32 Firebuckets on stand (2)  £7.50 
PDZ36 BP style petrol pumps     £8.75 

PDZ39 Coalmen & scales            £8.25 

PDZ40 1950/60 Firecrew/hoses £10.45 
PDZ103 1950 motorbike/rider     £8.00 

PDZ50  Loaded platform trolley £8.25 

PDZ51 Barrels (6)            £6.95 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 

DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS 

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM         07730 202270 

PAINTED N GAUGE 

PDX51 Cyclists (2)                  £7.60 

PDX56 Gravestones (8)           £6.00 
PDX68 Forklift truck               £7.00 

PDX69 Traffic lights  single   £5.50 

PDX70 Traffic lights dble       £6.50 
PDX80 Benches (4)                 £5.80 

PDX82 Water crane platform £6.25 

PDX83 Water crane ground     £6.25 
PDX351 GWR home signal     £8.35 

PDX354r RH junction signal £15.95 

PDX361 Ground signals (5)    £8.00 

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

(PDLO��KHDWKHUZLONLQVRQ#EWFRQQHFW�FRP���:HE��MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

MaestroMaestro

REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc

130 High St, Redcar,
Cleveland, TS10 3DH.

Tel: 01642 494912
(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft X Piko X Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 
Farish X�Heljan
Peco X Dapol

Metcalfe X�Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

Just imagine if the Crosti-boilered ‘9Fs’ had 

actually worked. BR might have developed 

a whole range of locomotives with the 

curious water pre-heater barrel and side-exit 

exhaust that might have helped steam 

compete with diesel or electric power… sadly, 

it wasn’t to be. The expensive, complex 

equipment didn’t offer the savings its 

inventors claimed and BR decided to rebuild 

the class with conventional boilers. 

Authorisation was given in 1959 but it took 

until 1962 before all ten – Nos. 92020-92029 

– had been rebuilt. Though the boilers might 

be conventional, they retained their 

somewhat ugly smokeboxes and the cabside 

handrails, while a gap in the running plate 

where the side chimney used to be was 

covered by a hefty blanking plate. 

Transferred to the North West, the rebuilt 

Crosti ‘9Fs’ put in several more years work, 

Locomotive: Ex-Crosti ‘9F’ 2-10-0

Gauge: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Paul Otway, by email

although they were only rated ‘8F’ compared 

to their classmates. They lasted until almost 

the end of steam, with the last being 

withdrawn in November 1967. 

What would make it viable?

Hornby has already produced a Crosti ‘9F’ as 

part of its RailRoad range, but because it’s 

a RailRoad model it’s not as finely detailed as 

the main range models or those produced by 

other manufacturers. The rebuilt Crostis do 

have their place in railway history, so that 

surely leaves a gap for someone to reproduce 

them to a high standard?

The rebuilt locomotives were all fairly 

standard with very few differences between 

them, which would help keep costs down. 

And though they only appeared in BR black 

with the late emblem, the locomotive’s 

striking lines would fill a gap in the ranks of 

ready-to-run BR Standards in ‘OO’ gauge. 

&DQ�,bVHH�DbUHDO�RQH"

No. 92028 was the first to be withdrawn in 

1966 and the final seven were condemned 

from Birkenhead in November 1967. Unlike 

their conventional sisters, of which nine 

survive, all the rebuilt Crostis were scrapped. 

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Paul’s argument? 

Go to www.model-rail.co.uk and take part in 

our vote.
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1 What was your first train set/model?

First one I can really call my own was Hornby’s 
‘Industrial Freight’ train set with an 0-4-0ST in 
Stewarts & Lloyds livery. Before that, I was given 
my Dad’s Tri-ang RDX Goods Train Set with 
a BR black ‘3MT’.

2 Are you working on a layout now?

I’ve been ready to cut wood for a long while now, but 
haven’t got the time or space to actually get on with it.

3 What piece of modelling are you most proud of?

Probably the Class 13 hump shunter 13003 that 
I built almost 20 years ago.

4 Have you ever finished a model railway?

Sadly, no.

5 What model have you’ve always longed for?

A high-specification Class 37!

6 Favourite trainspotting location?

The ‘West Bottoms’ area of Kansas City, 
Missouri.

7 Favourite locomotive?

Class 37, but the ‘Peaks’ come a close second.

8 When did you start working in the model 

railway industry?

I started writing reviews for Rail Express 
magazine in 1999, but didn’t start 
working there full-time until mid-2003. 
I started working for a model railway 
manufacturer in 2014.

9 What did you do beforehand?

I ‘digitised’ photos for the Norfolk & Norwich 
Reference Library.

10 What modeller has influenced you the most?

Lawrence Dickinson, who wrote 
some incredible in-depth diesel 
modelling articles for Model Rail 
when it was a supplement in RAIL in 
the early 1990s. His Class 40 and 47 
projects were sublime. 

11 Strangest thing you’ve ever eaten?

Probably chicken feet…

12 What is one of your weird quirks?

When I’m out taking railway 
photographs, I’m usually the only 
one still taking pictures after the 
locomotive part of the train has 
passed! I’ve had many a strange 
look or bemused comment 
because of that.

13 What book are you reading at the 

moment?

The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists 
by Robert Tressell.

15 If you were stranded on a tropical island, 

what two things would you want with you?

My cat Toby and my camera.

16 What have you done that you are most proud of?

I’m aiming for the ‘OO’ gauge Class 37 project I’m 
working on to grab this title, but before that being the 
editor of Rail Express/Rail Express Modeller magazine.

17 What is your favourite song? 

New Face in Hell by The Fall.

18 First record you bought?

Some cassette tape of movie themes from Woolworths, 
which included C.W. McCall’s Theme from Convoy.

19 What is the best advice you ever had?

Measure twice, cut once!

20 What is one food you wouldn’t want to give up?

Japanese-style curry rice.

21 If you had access to a time machine, where and 

when would you go?

Tinsley Yard in 1981.

22 What was your favourite cartoon show growing up?

Chorlton & The Wheelies.

23 Temptation you wish you could resist?

Sugary things!

24 What is your best childhood memory?

A school trip from Norfolk to Interlaken in 
Switzerland in 1984 – by rail!

25 The hidden talent which would surprise people?

I can actually make my way in society without being 
a complete railway and model railways bore!

26 If you could pass any new law?

The punishment for graffiti would be a life sentence 
removing graffiti from railway equipment.

27 What do you drive?

A bike (although my wife lets me borrow our Mazda 3 
from time to time).

28 Perfect Sunday?

Train trip to a random town or village in Japan for 
sightseeing, including local ‘eki-ben’ (railway station 
lunch box featuring a specialty dish from that area).

29 What actor would you like to play you in a film?

Ewan McGregor.

30 How would you like to be remembered?

As someone with integrity and someone who did his 
best to push the hobby forward.

Next Month: Mike Hale, Director of Revolution Trains, faces the questions.

Behind the 
Backscene

Gareth Bayer is 
Senior Project 
Manager at 
Accurascale Ltd.

Model Rail ƓUHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DW�&ODVV����
DƓFLRQDGR�DQG�VHOI�FRQIHVVHG�VXJDU�DGGLFW�
*DUHWKb%D\HU of Accurascale.

 When I’m out taking 
railway photographs, 
I’m usually the only one 
still taking pictures after 
the locomotive part of 
the train has passed! 

14 Favourite film?
Get Carter.
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 
requirement for early to modern collections 
of British and Foreign trains and train 
sets from large accumulations to items 
of individual value. Our customer base is 
increasing dramatically and we need an  
ever larger supply of quality material to  
keep pace with demand. The market 
has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection,  
now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 
professional valuation of your collection, without 
obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 
make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 
will recommend inclusion of your property in our  
next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick 
offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 
offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 
only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 
anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 
assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 
details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices 
that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 
Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com


