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Well, what a strange year that was. I know 

I’m not alone in being glad to see the back 

of 2020, and yet the past year has afforded 

many of us the privilege of extra hobby 

time. Indeed, I’ve never felt so relieved to 

have so many practical interests and 2020 

allowed countless people to reconnect 

with – or discover new – creative pursuits. 

The power of hobbies and crafts for 

promoting wellbeing and connecting 

people is immense and I’ve certainly 

benefited from the mutual encouragement 

of modelling friends via WhatsApp and 

Zoom, two technologies that were 

completely alien to me before last March.

However, not everyone has enjoyed the 

luxury of increased leisure time, and I know 

we’re all thankful to the legions of key 

workers who kept the country running. 

With no workshop facilities at home, I found 

myself having to commute into a city for 

most of the year and I greatly appreciate the 

railway staff who kept me moving in relative 

safety. I should also like to thank all the 

model shops and manufacturers who 

continued serving us throughout the year, 

despite the many challenges that they faced. 

There is always hope in looking forward and 

I’m confident that 2021 will be a great year for 

model railway enthusiasts. I’ve been thrilled to 

see the results of so many readers’ lockdown 

projects and I applaud the time and effort that 

club members have put into organising virtual 

exhibitions. There have been some changes at 

Model Rail too, and I’m delighted to take over 

the editor’s role. It doesn’t feel like 17 years 

since I joined the team although, on reflection, 

the landscape of the hobby has changed 

Welcome

Subscribe now and 
get three issues of 
Model Rail for £5.
Get Model Rail for less! 
See p20.

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

Here’s why: Starting as 
a supplement in RAIL 
magazine, Model Rail went 
‘standalone’ in 1997. In each 
issue we bring you easy-to-
follow modelling projects 
that you can complete 
without breaking the bank, 
inspirational photographs 
of the best model railways 
and thorough, unbiased 
reviews so you can make the 
most informed choices when 
spending your money. 
Don’t forget our own model 
ranges – see pages 106-109. 

Life’s better 

with Model Rail

Model Rail essential information
Q: Looking for an old feature but can’t remember 
which issue it was in? 
A: Check out the online index, kindly provided by 
UK Model Shops, at www.ukmodelshops.co.uk/
ModelRail

Q: Want to order one of our exclusive models?
A: Go to www.modelrailoffers.co.uk or call 
01209 705459.

For all editorial enquiries, 
you can contact us 
by e-mail:
modelrail@bauermedia.
co.uk

Postal address
Model Rail, Media House, 
Lynchwood, Peterborough 
Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA

Or you can call Jane 
Skinner on 01733 395155

Model Rail is also on 
Facebook: www.
facebook.com/modelrail

Get in touch

SUBSCRIPTIONS
To contact us about 
subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or 
any other subscription 
queries, please e-mail 
bauer@subscription.co.uk or 
call our UK number 
on 01858 438884.

l For overseas 
subscriptions, call  
+44 1858 438884.

l To manage your account 
online, visit www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

BACK ISSUES
To order back issues, please 
call our UK number on  
01858 438884.

l Overseas customers should 
call +44 1858 438884.

Q: Want to order one of our bookazines?
A: Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk or call 
01858 438884.

Q: Have a problem or query about our digital 
magazines?
A: Visit www.greatmagazines.co.uk/faq

Q: Subscription issue not arrived?
A: Call our Subscriptions Department on 01858 438884.

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag

markedly in that time. In 2004, DCC was on the 

periphery and you could still buy ‘OO’ diesels 

in Lima packaging! Time moves on, as they 

say, and we have some very exciting plans for 

the future. I hope that you’ll enjoy the ride…

Stay safe and keep modelling!

Meet the team behind the UK’s best modelling magazine
This month’s contributorsChris Gadsby

The smaller 
the detail, 
the more 
interested 

he is.

Chris Leigh

In his 65th year 
in the hobby, 
so he can 

claim to be 
experienced!

Chris 

Nevard
Peter 

Marriott

Dave 
Lowery

Paul A.

Lunn

Ever wanted to run ALL of your modern stock at 

once? This motley-looking train consists of a pair of 

HST power cars, a Class 90, two ‘91s’, various Mk 3s 

and a DVT. In FIVE different liveries! PAUL BIGGS

George Dent Editor
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NewsOpening the box
The latest happenings from the world of model railways

6

The Big 
Picture
We have been 
placing some 
emphasis recently 
on building layouts 
for your family 
to enjoy, to try 
and encourage a 
younger audience 
into the hobby. 
Whether you’re 
building one in a 
short time frame or 
getting a circle of 
track for the tree, 
like Chris Gadsby 
and Chris Leigh in 
MR281, or looking 
for something 
more substantial, 
railway modelling 
is definitely a 
family hobby. 

Michael 
Sergeant’s ‘Par 
Road’ (right) started 
life as a layout for 
his son, but when 
he moved out 
Michael continued 
to build it up into 
the layout it is 
today. ‘Par Road’ will 
be featured in an 
upcoming issue of 
Model Rail. 
Photography: 
CHRIS NEVARD
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Opening the box

J
ust days before we 

closed for press, the first 

engineering prototype 

of Model Rail ’s BR 

Class 11 arrived, courtesy of 

Heljan. Our ‘OO’ gauge model 

recreates the LMS 350hp 

0-6-0DE shunter, which was the 

STOP PRESS! MODEL 
RAIL CLASS 11 UPDATE

forerunner to BR’s iconic 

Class 08. There was a surprising 

number of detail differences 

between this pre-war design 

and the ‘08’ and we’ll be 

replicating three different 

marker light arrangements (or 

War Department spot lamps 

where appropriate), different 

nose end vent/ladder/handrail 

combinations, as well as other 

minor variations. Several LMS, 

BR, WD and industrial guises are 

planned and the models will 

feature working lights and are 

DCC-ready. 

REVOLUTION TRAINS AND RAILS OF SHEFFIELD 

TO OFFER DRAX BIOMASS WAGONS TWIN PACKS
Revolution Trains is offering the 

Drax Power IIA-D biomass 

hoppers as its next wagon in 

‘N’ gauge. Sold in twin packs 

exclusively by Rails of Sheffield 

these wagons, with the UIC code 

of Tafoos, were introduced in 2013 

and 225 of them are now in 

service ferrying imported biomass 

from major ports across the north 

to the UK’s largest power station 

in Drax, North Yorkshire.

Unlike coal, biomass has to be 

kept dry and is considerably 

lighter. To maximise efficiency, 

Drax ordered specially designed 

wagons from builders W.H. Davis 

in Nottinghamshire. The design 

features four hoppers, two in the 

centre and two outside each 

bogie, in order to maximise the 

load of each wagon on British 

loading gauges. The models are 

expected to feature NEM 

couplers, hopper roof 

door opening rams, 

control gear and brake equip-

ment. A variety of different 

numbers were confirmed just 

before this issue went to press 

and versions of the Drax livery 

will be available, priced at £79.95 

per pair. Initial artwork is 

complete and the model is 

currently in tooling, likely to be 

shipped in summer 2021.

00
GAUGE

We’ll be putting this EP 

through a rigorous testing 

regime before production 

gets the green light. 

Orders are not yet being taken, 

but look out for further 

announcements in Model Rail 

during the coming months.

GET COUPLING

Revolution Trains is 
offering accessory packs of 
its realistic ‘N’ gauge fixed 
NEM couplers. First 
introduced with the IZA 
Cargowaggon twin vans, this 
hook and screw-link coupler 
fits into the kinematic 
coupler pockets on both 
vans and permanently 
couples them together. 
Revolution Trains is offering 
couplers in packs of 10 with 
either short (14mm), long 
(19mm) or a mixed pack 
consisting of five of each 
available for £4.95.

N
GAUGE

N
GAUGE
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Rapido Trains is no stranger to the 

British market, having worked in 

partnership with other organisa-

tions, including Model Rail, to 

produce British outline ready-to-

run models. Now, however, Rapido 

Trains has set up a UK operation – 

Rapido Trains UK – with a view to 

launching a new range of 

British outline models, with 

a number of products at the early 

stage of development. 

First on the list is the Hunslet 

16in 0-6-0ST, the largest of a range 

of ‘standard’ locomotives offered 

by the Hunslet Engine Company of 

Leeds. This saddle tank is being 

produced in ‘OO’ gauge from 

original works drawings and field 

visits to a number of 16in Hunslets. 

Rapido is also planning to offer 

a factory-fitted sound version, 

using sounds recorded from an 

operational Hunslet 16in – a first 

for a UK ‘OO’ gauge steam-outline 

industrial locomotive. The model 

is expected to feature a diecast 

metal chassis, Next18 decoder 

socket, NEM coupler pockets and 

sprung buffers.

‘OO’ modellers will also be 

pleased to hear that Rapido Trains 

is to finally fulfil its promise to 

produce a gunpowder van in ‘OO’ 

to 21st-century standards. This 

project was originally unveiled in 

2017 and a 3D test print was 

produced at the time, but is only 

RAPIDO TRAINS LAUNCHES UK OPERATION 

Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews

00
GAUGE  RAPIDO TRAINS UK HUNSLET 16in

What’s planned?
◆◆ 903001: No. 3716/1952 Alex, Oxfordshire Ironstone lined red.
◆◆ 903002: No. 3782/1953 Arthur, Markham Main Colliery lined green
◆◆ 903003: No. 2705/1945 Beatrice, NCB lined red
◆◆ 903004: No. 3783/1953 No. 3 Holly Bank, NCB lined blue
◆◆ 903005: No. 1953/1939 Jacks Green, Naylor Benzon & Co. 

lined green
◆◆ 903006: No. 3715/1952 No. 2 Primrose, NCB lined black
◆◆ 903007: No. 3714/1951 No. 1 Thorne, plain green

Price? TBC
What stage is it at? CAD images 
When’s it due? Late 2021

N
GAUGE  RAPIDO TRAINS UK CLASS 28

What’s planned?
◆◆ 905001: D5709, BR green
◆◆ 905002: D5711, BR green with yellow warning panels
◆◆ 905003: D5713, BR green with yellow warning panels 
◆◆ 905004: D5707, BR green with yellow ends
◆◆ 905005: D5705, BR green with yellow warning panels
◆◆ 905006: D5701, BR blue with yellow ends

Price? TBC
What stage is it at? Design work 
When’s it due? 2022

00
GAUGE

RAPIDO TRAINS UK ‘15XX’
What’s planned?

◆◆ 904001: No. 1506, BR unlined black, no emblem
◆◆ 904002: No. 1500, BR unlined black, early emblem
◆◆ 904003: No. 1505, BR lined black, early emblem
◆◆ 904004: No. 1504, BR unlined black, late emblem
◆◆ 904005: No. 1501, BR lined black early emblem (as preserved)
◆◆ 904006: No. 1509, NCB maroon

Price? TBC
What stage is it at? Design work 
When’s it due? 2022

00
GAUGE

RAPIDO TRAINS UK GUNPOWDER VAN
What’s planned?

◆◆ 902001: Dia. 1/260 No. B887021, BR bauxite
◆◆ 902002: Dia. 1/260 No. M701508, BR bauxite
◆◆ 902003: Dia. 1/260 No. B887001, BR grey
◆◆ 902004: Dia. Z4 No. 105777, GWR livery
◆◆ 902005: Dia. Z4 No. 105708, GWR livery 
◆◆ 902006: RCH pattern No. 701016, LMS livery
◆◆ 902007: RCH pattern No. 299031, LMS livery
◆◆ 902008: RCH pattern No. N260936, LNER livery
◆◆ 902009: RCH pattern No. 147511, LNER livery
◆◆ 902010: RCH pattern No. 11, Royal Ordnance Factory livery

Price? TBC
What stage is it at? 3D test print 
When’s it due? Late 2021

now resulting in a finished 

product. Rapido will produce 

models depicting the RCH design, 

GWR Diagram Z4 and BR Dia. 

1/260, with key variations 

including different ‘W’ irons, doors, 

bufferbeams and brake gear.

Rapido is also aiming to fill 

another gap in the ranks of ‘OO’ 

GWR models with the Hawksworth 

‘15XX’ pannier tank. Although it 

was designed during Great 

Western days, the ‘15XXs’ were 

built by BR, and 10 were built in 

1949 at Swindon Works to a design 

by F.W. Hawksworth. The majority 

were based at Old Oak Common 

shed for moving coaches to and 

from Paddington station. 

Finally, Rapido is to fill one of the 

last gaps in the ‘N’ gauge main line 

diesel fleet with the Class 28 

Co-Bo. Built by Metropolitan 

Vickers at its Stockton-on-Tees 

factory in 1958/1959, all 20 had 

been withdrawn by the end of 

1968, although D5705 was 

retained for Departmental duties 

until 1985 and eventually 

preserved. Rapido’s model is 

expected to feature the post-1961 

flat windscreen modification, as 

well as a Next18 socket, directional 

lights and separately fitted parts.

All four of these models are 

expected to be delivered towards 

the end of 2021/2022 with a price 

yet to be confirmed. 
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DAPOL GWR STREAMLINED RAILCAR
What’s planned?
◆◆ 7D-011-001 – Streamlined Railcar 12, Lined Chocolate and Cream, GWR Monogram
◆◆ 7D-011-002 – Streamlined Railcar 10, Lined Chocolate and Cream, GWR Monogram
◆◆ 7D-011-003 – Streamlined Railcar 16, Lined Chocolate and Cream, GWR Twin Cities
◆◆ 7D-011-004 – Streamlined Railcar W11, BR Lined Chocolate and Cream
◆◆ 7D-011-005 – Streamlined Railcar W8W, BR Lined Carmine and Cream

Price? £350 (£380 DCC-fitted, 
£480 DCC sound-fitted)
What stage is it at? 
Decorated samples
When’s it due? Q1 2021

Opening the box

O
GAUGE

R
evolution Trains has 

opened the order book 

for the second run of 

its highly acclaimed 

Class 390 Pendolino. The 

‘N’ gauge ‘Model of the Decade’, 

as voted for by you, is now 

available to order in the latest 

Avanti livery, along with versions 

in original Virgin and Virgin 

Flowing Silk colour schemes. 

What’s more, Revolution Trains is 

offering the full 11-car train at the 

same price as the first run in 

2016 of £365 for a limited time 

MORE PENDOLINOS IN ‘N’
What’s planned?
9-CAR TRAINS

◆◆ 2000E – 390049 Virgin Express, Virgin original 
◆◆ 2000F – 390010 Cumbrian Spirit, Virgin flowing silk
◆◆ 2000G – 390045 Virgin Pride, Virgin rainbow silk
◆◆ 2000H – 390047, Avanti (part branded with plain 

coaches)
◆◆ 2000J – 390001 Bee Together, DfT ‘ghost’ 

11-CAR TRAINS

◆◆ 2001F – 390152 Virgin original
◆◆ 2001G – 390107, Virgin flowing silk (black stripe)
◆◆ 2001 – 390156 Pride and Prosperity, Avanti full livery

until December 31 2020, and the 

nine-car trains are available to 

pre-order for £335 until the same 

date. This second run will include 

factory-fitted speakers to make 

conversion to sound even 

simpler than before. The initial 

batch features five sets of the 

nine-car formation and three sets 

of the 11-car train, although 

Revolution has stated that more 

numbers and liveries could be 

added if there is enough demand. 

The order book is expected to 

close in February 2021.

N
GAUGE

Dapol has announced that it will 

produce an ‘O’ gauge version of 

its GWR Streamlined Diesel 

Railcar, following on from its ‘OO’ 

version released in 2018. 

Similarly to its ‘OO’ variant, 

Dapol’s model is expected to 

include directional lighting and 

passenger compartment 

lighting with working wall 

lights and a 21-pin DCC socket, 

but the ‘O’ gauge model 

should include extra features 

including decorated seating and 

sliding luggage doors. 

First introduced by the GWR in 

1933, the railcar remained in use 

until the introduction of first 

generation DMUs in the 1960s. 

A total of 38 were built between 

1933 and 1942, with three 

surviving into preservation. 

As the railcars weren’t 

equipped with draw gear 

and didn’t haul anything, this 

DAPOL’S STREAMLINED RAILCAR FOR ‘O’

new model will be ideal for 

anyone looking to make an 

entry into ‘O’ gauge with 

limited space.

Prices start from £350 

for a DCC-ready model, 

while DCC-fitted and 

sound-fitted versions 

will also be available to 

pre-order. The model is 

expected to be delivered towards 

the end of Q1 2021.
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Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews

WARLEY GOES VIRTUAL
Owing to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Warley 
exhibition was held virtually 
this year. The most popular 
feature of the weekend was 
Pete Waterman’s ‘Leaming-
ton Spa’ layout, but every 
video from the event can be 
viewed on YouTube by 
searching for ‘Warley Model 
Railway Club’.

COP A HOPPER
Cavalex Models has 
opened the pre-order 
book for its eagerly antici-
pated PHA/JHA bogie stone 
hopper wagon. Three liveries 
will be offered, ranging from 
1990 until the present day, at 
£45 (RRP) per wagon. The 
wagons are suitable for 
a range of modellers as they 
worked to various parts of 
England from their base at 
Bardon Hill Quarry in 
Leicestershire. 
What’s planned?
◆ Bardon Hill Quarries 
green and yellow
◆ Bardon Aggregates 
white and blue
◆ Unbranded grey

In brief

Not content with bringing us just 

one piece of news, Revolution 

Trains has also revealed it has 

received decorated samples of its 

‘OO’ gauge IWA wagons in both 

van and timber flat format and 

engineering samples of its 

‘N’ gauge PFA 4-wheel container 

flat wagons. 

The IWA wagons were built in 

the 1980s by Waggon Union of 

Germany and ran in Norsk Hydro 

and Cargowaggon liveries, as well 

as unbranded. In 2006 the roofs 

and sliding equipment were 

removed from around 40 of these 

wagons and side stakes were 

installed, making them suitable 

for carrying timber. The model will 

feature the original eight large 

side stakes, but the smaller stakes 

subsequently fitted are included 

for the modeller to fit if desired. 

There’s no need for ‘N’ gauge 

modellers to despair though, as 

samples of the ‘N’ gauge version 

are expected shortly, and the 

models in both gauges are 

available to order now. 

Also built in the 1980s, the PFA 

wagons transported coal from 

across Britain to ports in the 

northwest for shipment to the 

Irish Republic. The bright yellow 

containers of Cawoods and red of 

British Fuels Ltd made them easy 

to spot on the network, and they’d 

be easy to spot on your layout too. 

Revolution Models are offering 

both of these variants as well as 

the 21st Century Direct Rail 

Services options, after the 

company purchased some PFAs 

to use for low-level nuclear waste 

and as barrier wagons, a use for 

which they are still in service 

today. Due to wheel clearance, 

the DRS wagons are fitted with 

ISO-compatible diamond-shaped 

frames to lift the containers 

clear of the wheel flanges, and 

Revolution has replicated this 

with a removable photo-etch so 

that it can be altered to the 

modeller’s preference. 

The models will be offered in 

triple packs with different 

numbers. Four are available with 

Cawoods yellow containers, two 

with DRS half-height, low-level 

waste containers, one with 

British Fuels red and one 

unloaded. Triple packs can be 

pre-ordered for £69.95 and the 

order book is expected to close 

early in the new year. 

Finally, Revolution Trains is to 

offer British Gypsum containers in 

IWA AND PFA SAMPLES ARRIVE

‘N’ gauge to give modellers 

another load for their KFA or PFA 

container flats. Two triple packs 

will be offered, either in British 

Gypsum white or blue and two 

versions are being offered, either 

with full height vertical ribs or 

a horizontal top bar. The models 

are being produced by 

Accurascale and are based on the 

successful ‘OO’ models it 

produces, with delivery expected 

in the first half of 2021. Each triple 

pack will be priced at £17.95.

ACE KITS DEPICT LNER LOCOS
HORNBY SCOTRAIL COACHES

Ace Products has added new 

models to its range of locomotive 

kits in ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge. Firstly in 

‘OO’ gauge, the LNER ‘J69’ is being 

offered for £89.99 including cast 

fittings, allowing modellers to 

depict most of the prototype 

variations which worked in many 

LNER locations and Scotland. Ace 

Products has also made available 

the North London Railway 0-6-0 

tank engine for £69.99, although 

this also requires a pack of detailing 

castings from Branchlines. Both kits 

require a motor, gears and wheels 

to complete them.

In ‘O’ gauge, Ace Products has 

acquired the former range of DJB 

Engineering kits. Bulleid light-

weight ‘Pacifics’, LNER Raven T1, 

GNR 01, GER G4 and the SECR ‘E’ 

Class are all being offered. 

For more information, visit 

www.aceproducts.org

A second offering of Hornby’s 

Mk 2f coaches in ScotRail livery 

is now available. With different 

running numbers from last 

year’s models, these new 

coaches give modellers the 

opportunity to extend their 

rakes without having to do any 

renumbering, or purchase your 

first set if you missed out on the 

first run. All the coaches are 

priced at £34.99.

What’s available?
 ◆ R4892A – No. 9527, 

ScotRail Mk 2f Brake Second 
open coach

 ◆ R4893B – No. 6176, ScotRail 
Mk 2f Second open coach

 ◆ R4893C – No. 6183, 
ScotRail Mk 2f Second open 
coach
Availability:  
www.hornby.com

00
GAUGE

00
GAUGE
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Opening the box

What’s planned?
◆◆ 7F-062-001 – British Petroleum Class A anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-062-002 – FINA 155 Class A anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-062-003 – Benole 906 Class A anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-062-004 – National Benzole 855 Class A anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-062-005 – Regent 20 Type A Class mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-063-001 – National Benzole 2009 Class B anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-063-002 – Fina 168 Class B anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-063-003 – EGS 244 Class B anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-063-004 – Gulf 87 Class B anchor-mounted tank
◆◆ 7F-063-005 – Midland Tar Distillers 881 Class B anchor-mounted tank

Price? £55
What stage is it at? Artwork
Where can I find out more? www.dapol.co.uk

DAPOL’S 14T TANK 
WAGONS DUE IN Q3
Dapol has added the 14T 

anchor-mounted tank wagons 

to its ever-growing range of 

‘O’ gauge rolling stock. Built in 

1949, this new specification of 

tank wagon abandoned the 

saddle and cradle timbers and 

the end stanchions from the 

1927 designs, and anchored 

the tank to the underframe 

with a riveted or welded steel 

construction. Dapol intend for 

the model to feature sepa-

rately added detailing features 

appropriate to each version, 

including long and short 

fillers, varying filler position, 

ladders, platforms and heating 

pipes. A metal sprung 

coupling hook and three-link 

coupling should also be 

included. The model is 

expected to be in shops in Q3 

2021 and will retail for £55.

Routemex has launched a modular system for its ‘O’ gauge 

junction signals. Each signal consists of a post kit, 2,3 or 4-aspect 

head kit and a route indicator kit in either position 1 or position 4 

so that six different variations can be made. The signal uses LED 

lights and is powered from a 12V DC supply. The full kit ranges 

from £53 to £61, depending on the number of aspects, and can 

be ordered from www.routemex.com A step-by-step building 

guide will feature in a future issue of Model Rail.

MODULAR SYSTEM FOR SIGNALS

RAILS REACHES HALF-CENTURY
Birthday wishes go to Rails of 

Sheffield, which recently 

celebrated half a century in 

the model railway trade. 

Founded by Hedley Barber in 

1970, Rails’ roots were laid 

originally in the second-hand 

market, becoming a familiar 

presence at swapmeets and 

exhibitions throughout the 

1980s and 1990s. After 

moving to its current 

base on Chesterfield 

Road in the late 1990s, 

Rails has grown to 

become one of the UK’s 

largest model railway retailers 

and has also launched its own 

range of exclusive models. 

Web: www.railsofsheffield.com

O
GAUGE

Three new versions of the award-winning D600 ‘Warship’ are 

being offered by Kernow Model Rail Centre. The model, which won 

Model Rail’s ‘OO’ gauge ‘Model of the Decade’ award earlier this year, 

as voted for by our readers, is now available in BR green liveries with 

variations of headcode discs or boxes and either original or late style 

grilles. The unweathered versions are available for £179.99 and the 

weathered version is £189.99. All of the models can be purchased 

from www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com

What’s available?
◆◆ K2606 – D600 Active, BR green with headcode discs and 

original grilles
◆◆ K2607 – D601 Ark Royal, BR green with headcode boxes 

and later grilles (weathered)
◆◆ K2608 – D604 Cossack, BR green with headcode  

discs and later grilles

GAUGEMASTER ROUND-UP

NEW ‘WARSHIPS’ LAUNCHED

Gaugemaster has released 

several new products, including 

its New Items Leaflet for 2020. 

Modellers of conflict will find 

much to please them with 

military tents (GM440, £13), 

barbed wire (GM441, £13.75), and 

sandbags (GM442, £10.50) 

introduced to the range. Also 

freshly released is the Fordhamp-

ton Cement Works kit (GM446, 

£42) and Fordhampton Dockside 

Crane (GM433, £17). For a full 

round-up of the products 

Gaugemaster has released in 

2020, the New Items Leaflet is 

available free on the Gaugemas-

ter website. 

Availability: 

www.gaugemasterretail.com
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THIS IS NO WINTER OF DISCONTENT...

MDO/MDV 21T WAGONS
POWERING BRITAIN IN 1:76.2/00 SCALE. ARRIVING Q3 2021

FROM JUST £22.40 PER WAGON. PRE-ORDER DIRECT OR THROUGH YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST

WWW.ACCURASCALE.CO.UK

accurascale
POWERING BRITAIN RANGE, BY
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It’s that time of year again when we give you the 

opportunity to celebrate excellence and innovation 

in British outline model railways with our Model of 

the Year competition. 

Model of the Year covers all of the new ready-to-

VOTE NOW 

You can vote on the Model Rail website and can cast one vote per category. 

The poll closes on January 24 2021. View what we said and vote now at 

https://bit.ly/374V7zC

run tooling reviewed in the 2020 issues of 

Model Rail from January 2020 (MR269) to 

December 2020 (MR281). There are 13 categories 

in which you can cast your vote and you can cast 

one vote per category.

MODEL OF THE YEAR 2020
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  ‘O’ GAUGE  – The  Shortlist

Overall Manufacturer of the Year
◆ Accurascale

◆ Bachmann Europe

◆ C-Rail

◆ Cavalex

◆ Dapol

◆ EFE Rail

◆ Graham Farish

◆ Hattons

◆ Heljan

◆ Hornby

◆ IRM

◆ Murphy Models

◆ OO Works

◆ Oxford Rail

◆ Rails of Sheffield

◆ Realtrack

◆ Revolution Trains

   ‘009’ GAUGE – The  Shortlist

  ‘N’ GAUGE  – The  Shortlist

    ‘OO’ GAUGE  – The  Shortlist

‘O’ gauge
 ◆ Heljan Class 50 – MR270 February 2020
 ◆ Hattons LNER ‘A3’ – MR270 February 2020
 ◆ Dapol Sentinel ‘Y1/Y3’ 4wVBT – MR271 March 2020
 ◆ Heljan Class 33 – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ Heljan Class 03 – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Heljan ‘Hymek’ Class 35 – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Dapol ‘14XX’ – MR274 June 2020
 ◆ Hattons/Heljan LNER ‘A4’ – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Dapol ‘Turbot’ ballast wagon – MR278 September 2020 

‘O’ gauge manufacturer of the year
 ◆ Dapol
 ◆ Hattons
 ◆ Heljan

‘OO9’ gauge locomotives
 ◆ Heljan L&B 2-6-2T Lew – MR269 January 2020
 ◆ Peco FR ‘Small Birminghams – MR280 November 2019

‘OO9’ gauge manufacturer of the year
 ◆ Heljan
 ◆ Peco

‘N’ gauge locomotives
 ◆ Graham Farish Class 70 (modified) – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ EFE Rail Class 17 – MR279 October 2020
 ◆ Dapol prototype HST – MR280 November 2020

‘N’ gauge stock
 ◆ Revolution Trains HOA hoppers – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ C-Rail Intermodal KQA container wagon – MR275 July 2020
 ◆ Graham Farish Thompsons – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Graham Farish HKA bogie hoppers – MR280 November 2020
 ◆ Revolution KUA nuclear flask wagon – MR281 December 2020

‘N’ gauge manufacturer of the year
 ◆ C-Rail
 ◆ Dapol

 ◆ EFE Rail
 ◆ Graham Farish
 ◆ Revolution Trains

 

‘OO’ gauge steam locomotives
 ◆ Hornby LMS ‘Princess Royal’ – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ Hornby ‘B12/3’ – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Hornby ‘Large Prairie’ – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Rails of Sheffield/Dapol ‘Terrier’ – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Hornby Rocket – MR278 September 2020
 ◆ OO Works ‘330’ 0-6-0T – MR278 September 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline ‘1P’ 0-4-4T – MR281 December 2020

‘OO’ gauge diesel and electric
 ◆ Hattons Class 66 – MR270 February 2020
 ◆ Hornby RailRoad Class 43 power cars – MR271 March 2020
 ◆ Heljan re-tooled Class 27 – MR271 March 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 24/1 – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ Dapol Class 21 – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Dapol GWR parcels railcar – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Heljan Class 33/0 (later version) – MR275 July 2020
 ◆ Dapol Class 29 – MR278 September 2020
 ◆ Murphy Models 121 Class – MR280 November 2020

‘OO’ gauge multiple mnits 

 ◆ Accurascale
 ◆ Bachmann
 ◆ Cavalex
 ◆ Dapol
 ◆ Hattons
 ◆ Heljan
 ◆ Hornby

 ◆ IRM
 ◆ Murphy Models
 ◆ OO Works
 ◆ Oxford Rail
 ◆ Rails of Sheffield
 ◆ Realtrack

‘OO’ gauge manufacturer of the year

‘OO’ gauge stock
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline 45t crane – MR269 January 2019
 ◆ Rails of Sheffield dia 1424 ex-SECR van – MR269 January 2019
 ◆ Accurascale PFA container flat – MR271 March 2020
 ◆ Hornby LSWR 20t brake vans – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ Realtrack Castle Cement PCA wagons – MR274 June 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline ‘Parrot’ wagon – MR274 June 2020
 ◆ Hornby LMS 20t brake van – MR274 June 2020
 ◆ IRM beer keg wagon – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Hornby sliding door Mk 3 – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ IRM 42ft wagons – MR279 October 2020
 ◆ Oxford Rail 12t tank wagon – MR279 October 2020
 ◆ Cavalex BBA steel carrier – MR280 November 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline HKA hopper – MR281 December 2020

 ◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 158 – MR272 April 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 121 – MR273 May 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 117 – MR277 Summer 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline ‘2-HAP’ – MR280 November 2020
 ◆ Bachmann Branchline Class 159 – MR280 November 2020

Poll closes on January 24 2021

www.facebook.com/modelrail

www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

www.instagram.com/modelrailmag
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Keep up to date with 
Model Rail News online.

NewsNews

Show & Tell
The place to share your projects with the Model Rail community.

Up to scratch
Numerous hours have been put into the goods sidings, sheds and 

platform. The buildings are made out of cardboard, homemade 

brickpaper, card strips for the slate roof and balsawood for the 

windows and planked shed. The platform is made out of concrete, 

laid on thick cardboard, so it didn’t need painting. I gave the concrete 

slabs at the front a brush with very light grey poster paint. Various 

items are scattered about the platform, many of which I’ve had for 

years, and from various suppliers. The forklift truck is made out of 

balsa, scrap brass and numerous items from the scrap box, and it 

features a working set of forks.

Chris Russell

Corridor of power
I’ve been working on a Gauge 3 two-car 117 DMU. This is one of two 

body kits of a 121 ‘Bubblecar’ that I’m kit-bashing into a corridor coach. 

The rear 25% of the coach shown is all new 3D-printed fabrications. 

It still needs painting as it’s currently in Halfords yellow filler primer.

Mark Pretious

Down to the wire
Work has continued on the permanent wiring of the scenic level, along 

with starting Weigh Bridge station platforms, repairing the Traincare 

depot roof, installing, albeit temporarily, the concrete carriage 

platform and adding the finishing touches to my Class 707. The picture 

shows (from left to right), my scratchbuilt Class 458/5. I just completed 

707007, 444001 (a Class 350 repaint with additional carriage and 

pantograph removal) along with four Class 450s.

Paul Tilbrook

Back to the baseboard
After a break of over 40 years I decided to build a model 

railway layout. I had been inspired by a chance viewing of 

‘Historic Ashburton’ by John Birkett-Smith in ‘N’ gauge on YouTube. 

I have been building this ‘N’ gauge layout since the first 

lockdown and have decided to call it ‘Ashmoreton’. It is a work 

in progress as I’m in no particular hurry to finish it, but I find it’s 

a great way to unwind.

Brian Taylor



DIGITAL COMMAND CONTROL (DCC) is one of the

fastest growing areas of the model railway hobby.

As the first new company to set up as a DCC specialist in the UK.

DIGITRAINS now has over 12 years experience to share. 

Working in all the popular scales, we are here to guide you 

through choosing the best equipment. 

We stock a wide range of products as well as offering 

free advice, a decoder installation service and the best 

DCC 'test drive' facility around.

Don’t leave that major purchase to chance!

Why not visit our shop? Our comprehensive 

library of loco sounds can be demonstrated.

We stock 1,000s of products from 

more than 30 leading manufacturers. 

And don't worry if you're not digital. 

We're also a traditional model shop, 

holding all the major ready-to-run lines
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’m starting this as we make our way into 

autumn 2020, with the prospect of 

a difficult winter ahead. Our feelings and 

activities are largely dictated by something 

we can neither see nor hear. It is a threat to the lives of 

those of us in advanced years and to the livelihoods of 

those who aren’t.

However, even as I write (now rewrite in late 

November) there are glimmers of hope and good news, 

particularly with regard to vaccine developments. 

My late wife was a microbiologist and she tried to 

educate me about bacteria, viruses and drug 

development. She always stressed that it took years to 

find successful treatments and vaccines, so we must be 

grateful for how quickly progress is being made. 

Against this background, and the second lockdown, 

how is the hobby doing? Well, after a flat period as the 

start of the pandemic coincided with the inevitable 

annual hiatus of Chinese New Year, deliveries of 

models began once again to arrive in the UK by 

mid-year. New model projects picked up pace. There 

was, it seems, a remarkable degree of optimism, 

despite the circumstances, and new projects continued 

to be announced. There was even the launch of a new 

ready-to-run range, in the shape of EFE Rail.

As 2020 has progressed I have rarely been without 

a new ‘OO’ model to review and there has from time to 

time been a backlog. In this week I will have completed 

the Bachmann ‘94XX’ and Hornby Ivatt ‘Duchess’ 

reviews, while the Dapol ‘43XX’ 2-6-0 has arrived, 

KRM’s GT3 is coming and I suspect some new Heljan 

offerings are imminent. I don’t recall a busier time for 

new models and I’m into my 57th year in the business.

We’ve also seen start-ups of ready-to-run 

manufacturing businesses delivering their first 

products. It was particularly gratifying to see the 

partnership between Kernow and Bachmann resulting 

in the launch of EFE Rail, contrasting sharply with the 

obvious friction between Hornby and Rails, and 

Bachmann and Hattons. 

There was good news from Hornby with the 

lockdown increase in sales returning them to 

profitability. Some of that, no doubt, is thanks to Airfix, 

Scalextric and Humbrol but good news nevertheless. 

Model railways and Hornby are inextricable.

Not everything in the garden was rosy, however. 

On June 2 the liquidator released his final report and 

accounts in relation to DJ Models. I have left it until now 

to comment because the dust needed to settle. Some 

modellers have been left seriously out of pocket. Some 

obtained refunds through credit card companies. 

Others paid by other means and lost their money. 

Surprisingly, few of them seem to actually be angry. 

Written down, the figures are truly stark. £174,000 was 

claimed by creditors. There was just 10p in the account. 

None of the creditors received anything. The CAD 

artwork for two ‘N’ gauge models was sold to 

KR Models. The tooling for one of these same items, 

plus a couple of others which DJM did bring to market 

was acquired by EFE Models, but from its owners in 

China, not from the liquidation. That unhappy chapter 

in the model railway hobby seems now to be closed.

As we move into 2021 there are changes here at 

Model Rail, too, with the departure of editor Richard 

Foster and the hot seat passing to George Dent. 

My congratulations go to both of them. Richard’s 

knowledge and experience has been acquired by 

Rapido Trains UK, following a similar path to that 

taken by his predecessor Ben Jones with Heljan. 

The expertise of Model Rail Editors is evidently highly 

valued by major ready-to-run manufacturers! 

So, there’s no time like the present for change and 

one small change starting now is that the controversial 

points system which has been a feature of Model Rail 

reviews for some ten years, is no more. I have always 

felt it was flawed in that one could never award 100% 

because that assumes perfection and when a better 

model comes along in due course, how does one mark 

that? Equally, ratings are correct at the time they are 

awarded but how do they stand ten years on with all 

the developments that have taken place since? 

I’ve produced the ‘94XX’ and 46257 reviews i«n line 

with our latest thoughts. I’m happy to hear yours on 

chris.leigh@bauermedia.co.uk

I

Modeller CV: Chris Leigh 
Having picked up the Vale of Rheidol 2-6-2T project from 
Richard, I’m realising I have a lot to learn! 

Opinion

According to Chris...

…a turbulent and 
traumatic year 
hasn’t slowed the 
flow of new models.

Western Region modellers are 
having a fine time at present with 

new/recent releases from Bach-
mann, Dapol, Hornby and Model 

Rail/Rapido. There are plenty 
more to come and rumours of at 
least two ‘Manors’. CHRIS LEIGH

 I don’t recall 
a busier time 
for new models 
and I’m into my 
57th year in the 
business 
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‘P4’ SCALE LAYOUT SEMLEY FOR SHAFTESBURY

What 

makes this 

layout great?

We could detail any number 

of aspects of ‘Semley’ that make 

the model so impressive. From all 

of the handbuilt track to the detail in 

the signal boxes, new things catch 

your eye wherever you look. It’s 

probably easier for us to say 

‘sit back and enjoy the 

photographs’.

“

”

1



Great

lengths
Martin Finney has gone to epic lengths, both in terms of 

size and attention to detail, to create his dream layout. 
Words: Chris Gadsby Photography: Chris Nevard
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‘P4’ SCALE LAYOUT SEMLEY FOR SHAFTESBURY

very layout featured in Model Rail is 

impressive, but some of them take our 

breath away. The name Martin Finney will 

be familiar to some, as he is widely regarded 

as one of the best kit-builders in the country, and his 

40ft model of ‘Semley’ showcases some of his best work 

from over half a century’s experience in ‘P4’ scale.

Having such a large model railway is something that 

many can only dream of but, as Martin explains, with 

accuracy being the key element of his model, it was 

necessary to get a true representation of the area.

“The model depicts a half-mile section of the 

Salisbury and Yeovil Railway showing ‘Semley’ station 

and its small goods yard. I used to live locally and 

would often take my dog for a walk around the area 

(the station long since being disused). I thought it 

would make an interesting modelling subject with 

a track layout that wouldn’t be too taxing for me to 

build by hand and would allow me to use the control 

system I desired.”

That control system is one of the stand-out features of 

‘Semley for Shaftesbury’ and employs a practice seldom 

used in the real world, let alone on a model.

“Behind the model are three signal boxes which 

operate exactly as the prototypes did in 1912. The point 

levers are all mechanical and do switch the points. 

I have also installed the necessary bells so that each 

E

2

3

Despite having more than 50 

years of modelling in ‘P4’, it 

wasn’t always Martin’s scale of 

choice. When he was a child he 

modelled in 3mm ‘TT’ gauge 

with his younger brother, as 

this allowed them to model 

a larger area than in ‘OO’.
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Martin’s handbuilt wagons are exquisite.

Even the telegraph poles have been carefully 
designed and crafted.

The Paul Bambrick-designed backscene.

1

2

3

things we like3“I thought it would make 
an interesting modelling 

subject with a track layout 
that wouldn’t be too taxing 

for me to build by hand”
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‘P4’ SCALE LAYOUT SEMLEY FOR SHAFTESBURY

“To make the track, 
I soldered the rail onto 

the rivets on the 
sleepers, ensuring they 
were correctly spaced, 

and then added the 
chairs to hide the rivets”

4

5
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signalman can communicate with the others to pass 

trains into their control. That’s the reason that ‘Semley’ 

is so large, as I wanted each signaller’s section to be of 

a decent size so that a train wouldn’t be in two sections 

at once and signallers weren’t passing trains to the next 

block as soon as they had received them.”

Martin had to sell a lot of his kits to fund the building 

of ‘Semley’, but once the 17 baseboards were completed 

he had perhaps an even more daunting task than 

finding the funds: handbuilding almost 100ft of track.

“I’ve been modelling in ‘P4’ scale for over half 

a century as the incorrect spacing on ‘OO’ track just 

ruins the whole model for me. When I’ve spent years on 

a model I don’t want to spoil the look of it with track 

which is clearly too narrow. Although ‘P4’ track is only 

just over 2mm wider it does make a noticeable 

difference. I really enjoyed researching and designing 

the track for the model as the track in the goods yard is 

slightly different to that on the main line, having being 

laid on the prototype a few years after. To make the 

track, I soldered the rail onto the rivets on the sleepers, 

ensuring they were correctly spaced, and then added 

the chairs to hide the rivets. It was this that took the 

longest period of time, as each sleeper has four chair 

castings and there are over 10,000 chairs on the model.”

There is one thing which unites every modeller, and 

Martin made his own 

point rodding for ‘Semley’ 

because the off-the-shelf 

point rodding at the time 

was massively oversized.



Although ‘Semley’ appears as 

though the track is looped, it is 

in fact an end-to-end model. This is 

something which Martin has done 

to increase the realism because 

a train travelling from east to west 

through Semley doesn’t then 

appear on the east side again.

6
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that is the need for compromise. No matter how 

detailed your model or how long you spend carefully 

planning each aspect, you will have to deviate in some 

regard from the prototype. For Martin, the length of 

his trains meant that he couldn’t create the gentle 

hillside he desired.

“Semley was the highest point of the Salisbury and 

Yeovil Railway but I couldn’t add the gradient I wanted 

because my locomotives wouldn’t have been able to 

haul the long rakes of wagons up the slope. To counter 

this, and to still provide the feeling of a gradient on the 

model, I have instead put the slope on the goods yard 

rather than the flat ground it should be on. I’ve also had 

to compromise with the way the goods yard works. 

In 1912, the wagons would have been moved around the 

yard by horse, but as I haven’t yet found a way to make 

a model horse move the wagons I’m having to make do 

with a motorised wagon and a motorised horsebox!”

NAPPY MEDIUM
Although using plaster bandage is common for making 

model railway landscapes, numerous other techniques 

have been demonstrated over the years. After 

a discussion among the Model Rail team though, 

everybody was fairly certain they hadn’t heard of 

Martin’s technique before.

“Nappies. Specifically the liner from washable 

nappies (they were unused)! It works in much the same 

way as plaster bandage so I carved the landscape out of 

polystyrene and then coated the top with the liners. 

Granted a glue mixture is required on the top rather 

than just water but the result is just the same as with the 

bandage. The rest of the model has been built using 

7

8

9
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Artwork:

Andrew Mackintosh

40ft

1

7

2

1
0

4

81
2

more traditional methods. I used brass etchings for the 

signals and some aspects of the buildings alongside 

3D printing. All of the buildings (many of which were 

made for me by Mike Jolly), sit in foundations so that 

they can be lifted off while still being seamless with the 

landscape. This was essential as there are some 

buildings which cross baseboard joints and they 

needed to be out of the way during transit to 

exhibitions, although the model has never left my 

custom-built garden building.”

WAGON WORK
More than two decades after construction began, 

Martin is still finding things to improve on the model.

“I’m still waiting on some 3D-printed lamps from 

ModelU, but of course the business is really busy at the 

moment, and the yard crane in the photographs is only 

the first version of the model, I’m waiting for the second. 

There are also many models that I still want to build, 

including a lot more trains, but the lockdown has meant 

that I’ve constructed more wagons as I can build those 

relatively quickly. One of my goals is to build a wagon 

from every pre-Grouping company that existed in 1912. 

Granted it would be very unlikely that a wagon from 

the far northern regions would make it as far as Dorset, 

but there’s no evidence to suggest otherwise! The only 

problem is that there are an awful lot of them and I’m 

only about halfway through as it stands. I don’t 

particularly enjoy painting them, but it gives me 

something to do during the lockdown.

“As well as Mike Jolly I’d also like to thank Tom 

Mallard, Gordon Gravett and Chris Weston for their 

11
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I worked in the model railway industry for 28 

years, producing locomotive kits. My first kit was 

launched in 1987. By 1990, the business was 

successful enough for me to give up teaching 

and go full-time with modelling.

Gauge and scale: ‘P4’

Time to build: 20 years

Size: 40ft by 10ft

Track: Handmade ‘P4’ track

Power and control: Analogue Pentroller

FACTFILE: ‘SEMLEY 
FOR SHAFTSBURY’

MODELLER CV: 
MARTIN FINNEY

10
ft

5

9

3

6

12
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contributions to ‘Semley’ and Paul Bambrick for his 

excellent backscene that made such an improvement to 

the rear of the scenic section.”

We all take steps to make our models look as close to 

the real thing as we possibly can. That could be as small 

a step as adding real coal to the tenders of locomotives 

or static grass to your train set. Martin has spent years 

meticulously planning and designing each aspect of 

‘Semley for Shaftesbury’ and the result is something 

which rivals Pendon. Whether this level of realism is 

a goal with your railway or not, you can’t help but 

admire what Martin has achieved. 

Martin’s interest is in the building of the model, 

rather than the operation. It has been designed 

to be operated by a team of six people, 

comprising three signalmen, two drivers and 

somebody to operate the fiddleyard.
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Looking at locomotives in detail
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henever you get on a train, how 

often do you think about the 

decisions that the railway 

builders took to construct the 

route you’re travelling on? For 

example, DB still has to provide 

a banker at Bromsgrove 

because Captain William 

Moorsom decided that 

a railway over the Lickey 

Hills was a cheaper 

alternative than going 

around them. 

BR inherited many 

miles of track with 

requirements for specialist 

motive power, thanks to the 

way that they were built. 

We’ve already spilt much ink on 

the pages of Model Rail talking about 

how the only locomotives available to work 

the lightly laid Dornoch branch in Scotland 

were the Western Region’s ‘16XX’ pannier 

tanks, or how the height restrictions on the 

Isle of Wight meant that the only EMUs that 

could work on the island were ex-London 

Transport ‘Tube’ trains. 

The problems began to ease as BR 

closed these smaller and mostly 

uneconomic lines. But there 

were exceptions and one 

railway in South Wales 

continued to require 

a special fleet of 

locomotives well into 

the 1990s. 

It’s difficult to 

comprehend just how 

much coal Britain 

consumed, from the vantage 

point of today’s world of green 

and renewable energy. Coal was 

consumed in the steel works, foundries 

and factories that supplied the British Empire 

with goods and products, and it fuelled the 

Royal Navy and merchant shipping that ruled 

the seas. The South Wales coal fields were 

a major part of that coal supply and transport 

links between the mines and pits to the sea 

became increasingly important. 

The coal was particularly concentrated in 

the valleys above Cardiff and Swansea but 

the coal field extended west, including 

a band of anthracite, the king of coal. The 

Kidwelly & Llanelly Canal was quite late to 

the party but tapped into the various mines 

in the valley of the Gwendraeth Fawr river. 

The river’s estuary, just to the west of 

Kidwelly, had silted up so badly that the 

canal company built a branch east to the 

estuary of the Burry river, creating the town 

of Burry Port in the process. 

The canal company grew concerned with 

increasing railway competition and, at an 

extraordinary general meeting on July 5 

1865, the canal company voted to apply to 

Parliament for powers to convert the canal to 

a railway, renaming itself the Kidwelly & 

Burry Port Railway Company. On 

August 22 1868, the waters were released 

from the canal and work started to turn it 

into a railway. 

The Burry Port Company merged with the 

nascent railway company and the Burry Port 

& Gwendreath Valley Railway was vested on 

April 30 1866. It took until 1868 for someone 

to realise that the ‘e’ and ‘a’ in Gwendreath in 

the Act were the wrong way round – and it 

was never corrected! 

The 
canal 

company voted to 
apply to Parliament 

for powers to 
convert the canal 

to a railway 

“

”

W

The diversity of the UK’s rail network demands some 
interesting motive power. Richard Foster looks at 

locomotives that ran on the height-restricted Burry Port & 
Gwendreath Valley Railway.

LIMITED 
headroom

03152 attaches a 20t brake van to the rear of a rake 

of hoppers, headed by 03119 and 03141, at Burry 

Port on September 7 1983. The BPGVR ‘03s’ had 

4½in removed from the cab roof and exhaust stack, 

electric spot lights mounted on the nose and cab 

and, from 1968, radio telephones. Even the 20t 

brake vans were modified, being fitted with lower 

chimneys. HUGH BALLANTYNE/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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08995 left Cardiff for Thornaby. It 
returned from Teesside to South 
Wales the following year. 08993 and 
08994 were also widely travelled after 
the BPGVR closed: 08993 went to 
Washford Heath via St Blazey, while 
08994 went to Tinsley, via Toton. 

All three were overhauled at 
Doncaster in 2006 and, resplendent 
in EWS maroon and gold, were 
transferred to the East Lancashire 
Railway’s Baron Street yard as part of 
a contract to replace the overhead 
wire on Manchester’s Metrolink. 
All three survive. 

Predominantly, the rails were laid on the 

towpath but the canal bed itself was used to 

smooth out curves. Copper slag was used to 

provide a firm base and, on occasion, the line 

was floated on the marshy ground using 

timber piles. The canal bed was lowered 

under existing bridges. These bridges would 

plague the railway until the day it closed and 

would cause BR a particular headache. 

The railway opened on June 23 1869. As 

the diagram on p36 shows, it wasn’t just one 

railway; in fact, the BPGVR operated 

a network of lines, with connections to the 

GWR at Kidwelly and Burry Port and a link 

to the Llanelly & Mynydd Mawr near 

Llanelli. Such was the industrial nature of 

the area that there were feeder branches to 

other anthracite and bituminous collieries 

and open-cast disposal points, plus 

numerous foundries and metal works, 

ranging from silver and lead to tin and steel, 

brickworks, limeworks and even the 

Pembrey Burrows Explosive Works. After 

a shaky start, the demand for anthracite (the 

Gwendraeth Valley was producing 12% of 

the 4,032,000 tons of anthracite sold in 1910) 

made the railway a financial success. 

There was growing demand for 

a passenger service and the railway’s 

directors believed that they could take 

advantage of the Light Railways Act of 1896 

to turn their mineral railway into 

a passenger one. They employed Holman F. 

Stephens as a consultant and he estimated 

that the work would cost £5,225, including 

£2,688 to fence the line, improve the 

permanent way and install signalling. The 

first passenger trains to Pontyberem ran on 

August 2 1909 and it was extended to 

Cwmmawr in 1913. It wasn’t the success that 

the directors hoped and it ceased on 

September 19 1953.

BPGVR ‘08/9s’ – 
what happened next?

Class 03 03144 leads what is believed to be 03151 

through the outskirts of Pembrey, en route to 

Burry Port on September 2 1983. This stretch 

of the Burry Port & Gwendreath Valley Railway 

would close a few weeks later. All the BPGVR ‘03s’ 

were fitted with multiple working cables and pairs 

would be coupled back-to-back for extended 

periods, with individual locomotives 

available to bank or triple-head trains. 

I. WORLAND/COLOUR RAIL

The railway’s history is all very interesting 

but it’s the motive power – more particularly 

motive power in the diesel era – that really 

puts the BPGVR on the enthusiast’s radar. 

The railway was an early operator of Robert 

Fairlie’s articulated locomotives (it had an 

0-4-4-0T and an 0-6-6-0T) and, during its 

independent days, had a fleet of six-coupled 

tank locomotives.

The line was absorbed by the Great 

Western on July 24 1922 and the GWR 

introduced various versions of its open cab 

pannier tanks. BR replaced these veterans 

with Hawksworth ‘16XXs’ and, by 1959, 

Left: 08993 Ashburnham awaits 

rescue from Pontyates on 

April 15 1994, having failed with 

a rake of HEA hoppers bound for 

Cymmawr. On one celebrated 

occasion, on November 9 1988, 

Landore shed unwittingly sent 

08898 to rescue 08994, which 

had failed. The full-height ‘08’ 

struck a bridge, which not only 

destroyed its superstructure 

but nearly swamped the driver 

as it burst a water main buried 

in the bridge. It was withdrawn 

immediately! BRIAN ROBBINS/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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Llanelly shed had 17 on its books, with up to 

ten employed on the BPGVR. 

BR wanted to dieselise the line as part of 

its grand scheme to replace steam, but it 

faced two problems. It could solve the 

height issue by reducing the height of 

a diesel locomotive but, in heavy rain, the 

line, given its canal origins, flooded easily. 

This made English Electric’s 350hp 

shunter unsuitable and so BR turned to its 

trusty 204hp shunter (later Class 03), with 

its mechanical transmission. 

Six, D2141-D2146, were 

suitably modified, including 

fitting multiple working 

equipment. They were 

officially based at Swansea 

Landore but were housed in 

the old goods shed at 

Llanelli. The diesels started 

CYMMAWR

TO CROSSHANDS

TO
SWANSEA

Llanelli

Sandy Jct

Burry Port & Pembrey

Kymers Quarry

TO 
FISHGUARD

Cymmawr 

disposal point

Pontyberem

Pontyates

TrimsaranKidwelly Jct

Coedbach

Kidwelly

BPGUR

Llanelly & Mynydd Mawr

GWR main lineSchematic diagram 

of Burry Port & 

Gwendreath Valley 

Railway. Some 

lines/stations omitted 

for clarity.

The Burry Port & 
Gwendreath Valley 
Railway and its 
Antecedent Canals Vol 2 
by R.W. Miller 
(Oakwood Press)*
* Note: all spellings are 
as they are in this book. 

DID 
YOU KNOW?One original BPGVR steam locomotive – Avonside 0-6-0ST Pontyberem – survives and is under overhaul at a site in Barry for eventual use on a restored section of the line. 

08994 Gwendraeth trundles past Pontyates on 

August 18 1992. The ‘08s’ had a section of the 

lower body removed and the cab, radiator and fuel 

header tank modified to reduce the height by 10in. 

High-intensity headlights were fitted, and air horns 

replaced the whistles. PAUL BARTLETT

TABLE 2: BPGVR CLASS 08

Original TOPS No. ‘08/9’ No. Arrived on BPGVR Left BPGVR Current location

08203 08991 Kidwelly 19 84 1987 wdn Scrapped

08259 08992 Gwendraeth 1984 1987 wdn Scrapped

08592 08993 Ashburnham 1984 1996 Keighley & Worth Valley Railway

08462 08994 Gwendraeth 1987 1996 In store for Harry Needle Railroad Co.

08687 08995 Kidwelly 1987 1994 In store for Gwendraeth Valley Railway

RECOMMENDED 
READING

TABLE 1: BPGVR CLASS 03

Original No. TOPS No. Arrived BPGVR Left BPGVR Current location

D2141 03141 1965 1985 wdn Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway

D2142 03142 1965 1983 wdn Scrapped

D2143 - 1965 1968 wdn Scrapped

D2144 03144 1965 1986 wdn Wensleydale Railway

D2145  03145 1965 1985 wdn Private site in Hereford

D2146 - 1965 1967 wdn Scrapped

D2119 03119 1968 1986 wdn Epping Ongar Railway

D2120 03120 1968 1986 wdn Private site in Buckinghamshire

D2121 03121 1968 1969 to Swindon Scrapped

D2151 03151 1974 1985 wdn Scrapped

D2152 03152 1974 1983 wdn Swindon & Cricklade Railway

D2382 03382 1974 1983 wdn Scrapped
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work on October 4 1965 and officially took 

over on November 1; the final ‘16XXs’ were 

withdrawn and Llanelly shed closed. 

The ‘03s’ served the BPGVR for nearly 20 

years, but by the early 1980s they were getting 

a bit long in the tooth. What could BR find to 

replace them? With the Class 14 diesel-

hydraulics long gone from BR metals, BR’s 

engineers decided that the four redundant 

Rolls-Royce-Sentinel 0-8-0DHs at British 

Steel’s Ebbw Vale plant could be lowered to fit 

the loading gauge. A deal was agreed to hire 

two for a month and that all four would set 

BR back the princely sum of £40,000. 

Sadly, a senior BR civil engineer stepped in 

and banned the Sentinels because the track 

would need to be relaid. 

The Kidwelly branch, aside from the 

section from Kidwelly junction to Coed Bach 

yard, had remained moribund since 1965. BR 

realised that by upgrading the Kidwelly 

branch to essentially make Coed Bach an 

exchange yard with the BPGVR, it could not 

only tap into coal traffic from collieries 

further afield but shut the Burry Port-

Kidwelly Junction section on 

September 17 1983; the upgraded Kidwelly 

branch opened two days later.

This would have a profound effect on the 

line’s motive power as the line via Pembrey 

was the most prone to flooding… now 

Class 08s could be used. 

Landore shed modified 08259 for a trial in 

June 1984 and its success led to it being 

joined by 08203 and 08592. They became 

Class 08/9s 08991-08993.

Of the trio, only 08993 was dual-braked 

and so two redundant air-braked ‘08s’ at 

Derby were transferred to Landore, where 

they became 08994 and 08995; 08991 and 

08992 were withdrawn. 

08995 was transferred to Cardiff in March 

1994 and it was left to 08993 and 08994 to 

work the line to Cwmmawr until it finally 

closed on April 1 1996. Coed Bach to 

Kidwelly remained open until March 23 1998. 

What’s most intriguing about the 

BPGVR story is that it might not yet be 

over. Unlike other closed lines, the rails 

still remain in place. Whether trains will 

ever again run up the Gwendraeth Valley is 

anyone’s guess, but the Gwendraeth 

Valley Railway is working hard to restore 

the track around Pontyates station. For 

every year that passes, the BPGVR’s rails 

get a little rustier, the undergrowth gets 

a little thicker and this magical Welsh 

railway continues its slumber. 

n Turn to page 42 for more of Britain’s best 

abandoned railways.

Here’s a comparison between a standard height 

Class 08 and a BPGVR version. All were converted at 

Landore depot except for 08991, which was convert-

ed at Swindon. The combined number/nameplates, 

reminiscent of those carried by GWR ‘Bulldog’ 

4-4-0s, were fitted in 1985/1986. COLOUR RAIL

This photograph of ‘16XX’ 

No. 1643 squeezing under 

the GWR main line at Burry 

Port gives some idea of why 

Class 03s and 08s needed to 

be cut down to work the line. 

Water from the former canal 

flowed alongside the track 

here – and the Pembrey-Burry 

Port section was particularly 

prone to flooding.  

TREVOR OWEN/COLOUR RAIL
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Dave Lowery reveals how he created a cut-down Class 08, 
with the help of a 3D-printed body kit.

INSTALL 
A BODY KIT

HOW TO 

6
hrs

MODEL PH Designs PH4HR08V1HR 4mm Height 
Restricted Class 08 992/993 ◆ Price £105.28

00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY PH Designs 
Web: www.phd-design-etchings.co.uk

R
emember those days when one of 

the fastest ways to create 

a locomotive not available 

ready-to-run was to build a body kit, 

often from whitemetal, that was designed to 

fit on a ready-to-run chassis? Very often, the 

chassis would bear only a passing 

resemblance to your chosen prototype and 

the body kit would be distorted to fit. 

I’m happy to report that the body kit is still 

alive and kicking in the 21st Century but, as 

with other areas of the hobby, modern 

technology offers the best results. Take this 

Burry Port & Gwendreath Valley cut-down 

Class 08: it’s a body kit produced by 

PH Designs, but there are no crude whitemetal 

castings here, just a 3D-printed body designed 

to fit on Hornby’s excellent and beautifully 

proportioned Class 08 chassis. 

3D-printed products are made by building 

up layers of material, which leaves fine, 

visible lines. The BPGVR ‘08’ is no exception. 

Getting rid of them is straightforward with 

a fine scraper or file. This is a nice print, which 

captures the character of the cut-down ‘08’, 

so once it has been prepared it’s just a matter 

of painting. And is there a more handsome 

livery for this quirky machine than EWS 

maroon and gold?

The printed body contains two main parts – cab 

and bonnet. Also included is an etch for the radiator 

grille and front steps. The latter are for the expert 

etched kit builder; for the average modeller, reusing 

Hornby’s grille will look just as good – and save time! 
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The kit is designed to fit Hornby’s latest 
generation Class 08 (rather than Bachmann’s). 
Remove the screws and lift the body away. 

I used a converted broken file to chisel away 
some of the 3D-printed layers on the plain 
areas such as the cab doors, seen here.

Once masked, give the whole model a coat 
of yellow. This will not only seal the edges of 
the masking but provide a suitable base coat 
for the EWS gold. 

The inside edges of the printed cab need to 
be thinned with a file in order to achieve 
a nice, smooth fit into the bonnet slot.

I always prime any yellow areas on a model 
with white aerosol primer. With the ‘08’, prime 
the cab end and the bonnet front and, when 
dry, follow with yellow.

After applying the EWS gold, mask the 
horizontal band using thin, flexible tape for 
the edges and fill in with wider bits of tape. 
Seal the whole area with Maskol.

Go very carefully when handling this model as 
there is a lot of fine, 3D-printed detail, such as 
the handrails, that are easily broken.

Mask the yellow when it’s completely dry (I 
always leave it overnight). Mask with strips of 
tape and work it into the grooves. Seal the 
joins with Maskol masking fluid.

1

4

7

3

6

2

5

8

STEP
BY

STEP

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Fox F2977/1 EWS Late TOPS, £9.00; 
F4214/2 Overhead Live Wire 
Warning Flashes, £5.65; F4303 
Locomotive Shunter Chevrons, £9.65 
Availability: Fox Transfers 
Tel: 01163 194950  
Web: www.fox-transfers.co.uk 

◆◆ RailMatch 202 Warning/Engineers 
Yellow, £3.30; 255 EWS maroon, 
£3.30; 256 EWS gold, £3.30 
Availability: Howes Models  
Tel: 01865 848000  
Web: www.howesmodels.co.uk

TOOLS
◆◆ Small files

◆◆ Chisel-shaped scraper

◆◆ Old fine paintbrush

◆◆ Model masking tape

◆◆ Maskol

◆◆ Aerosol primer

◆◆ Fine tweezers

What you will need

The wide gold band on EWS’ 
livery can be tricky to paint. My 
technique is to use thin width 

masking tape (you can buy tape 
down to 1mm wide) to do the outline of 
the band. This will allow you to push the 
tape into all the excellent detail as you 
work along the body. When you are 
happy with the result, you can then infill 
the centre with the bits of the masking 
tape – don’t be tempted to use one big 
piece – and then completely seal the 
whole thing with liquid Maskol. 

TOP 

TIP

Dave’s
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Here’s a quick way to paint the wonder-
ful etched numberplates, that can be 
applied to any other etched plate. Spray 
them with your chosen colour and then 
gently rub a fine file over the surface to 
reveal the ‘brass’ lettering. 

The 3D-printed kit contains a set of fine, 
etched body grilles. Prime them and spray 
them black, before fixing them in place with a 
tiny amount of thin cyanoacrylate adhesive, 
applied with a cocktail stick. 

From the Fox Transfer range, I used EWS 
letters, overhead warning stickers and 
warning chevrons for the front and rear ends.

Once the front end chevrons have been 
applied, there are corresponding black stripes 
on the sides that need to be painted in with 
a bow pen to give a good clean line. Turn to 
p56 to learn more about bow pens.

12

10

11

Spray 
the 

body and 
cab unit with 
EWS maroon 
(again, I used 
RailMatch 
paint). When 
dry, remove 
the masking 
tape and 
spray the 
whole body 
with gloss 
varnish.

9

TOP 

TIP

Daves

Removing the raised ‘stripes’ 
created during the 3D-printing 
process is easy enough to do on 

large, smooth surfaces. However, 
when the surface contains plenty of detail 
relief, including rivets, this can pose 
a problem. The only thing I can suggest is 

that you need to take great care and to take 
your time. 

Should you accidentally remove a rivet, 
you can replace it with a small spot of PVA 
glue. Or, you can apply waterslide rivet 
decals, available from the Archer range, 
c/o DCC Supplies (www.dccsupplies.com). 

TOP 

TIP

Dave’s
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rocodile Dundee might be able to scan the 

Australian bush and tell where to find water or 

what to avoid. But we railway enthusiasts can 

read the landscape in our own way – we can 

spot the telltale earthworks of what used to be a railway.

Discovering a disused railway is always exciting. What 

was it? Where did it go? But there’s something more 

exciting than discovering a long-abandoned trackbed, and 

that’s discovering an abandoned railway complete with 

rusting rails. 

TOP 10
abandoned railways

Some long-abandoned railways are worth resurrecting – in 
model form, at least. Richard Foster lists his favourites.

C
You might think that when they’re closed most 

railways are quickly dismantled, leaving nothing but 

a scar on the landscape. But start digging and you can 

discover many miles of railway that has simply been 

abandoned, with track, signs and sometimes signalling 

equipment left to moulder. 

The Burry Port & Gwendreath Valley Railway, as we’ve 

already seen, is just one such railway. So here are our 

Top 10 favourite abandoned lines that will get the 

inspiration juices flowing…

Did you know that the 

Levenmouth area is Scotland’s 

only urban area without 

a direct rail link? This will 

be rectified as, in 2019, 

the Scottish Government 

announced that the line will 

reopen and trains should, it’s 

hoped, return to Cameron 

Bridge station in 2023. 

JOHN FURNEVEL

The Leven Railway, which linked the Fife town 
of Leven to the main line at Thornton Junction, 
opened in 1854. The line eventually extended 
around the Fife coast to St Andrews to form the 
Fife Coast Railway. It closed beyond Leven in 
1966 and passenger services ceased in 1969. 
The last freight trains ran in 1999, although 
a short section from Thornton Junction 

reopened between 2012-2015.

1 LEVEN BRANCH

Like this? Why not explore the Portishead-Pill 
section of the old Bristol-Portishead branch? 
Local authorities hope to reopen this line to 
passenger services in 2023. 

26028 collects empty CO
2
 

tank wagons at Cameron 

Bridge for transhipment 

to Thornton and Mossend 

on February 25 1990. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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2 POULTON-FLEETWOOD
The Preston & Wyre Railway opened between Preston and Fleetwood on 
July 15 1840. It subsequently opened branches to Blackpool and Lytham, 
and Blackpool soon became the destination of choice, leaving the 
Fleetwood branch as a secondary route. The line between Poulton Junction 
and Fleetwood closed to passengers in 1970 and freight in 1999.

Above: ICI’s Hillhouse chemical works provides a less-

than-appealing backdrop for Cala Gran Caravan Park, near 

Fleetwood. ‘8F’ No. 48715 clanks by the seemingly endless 

acres of caravans, bound for Wyrd Dock, on June 4 1968, on 

the branch from Poulton-le-Fylde. BERNARD MILLS

Far left: Electrification work on the former Preston & Wyre 

Railway branch to Blackpool has severed the connection with 

the line to Fleetwood. This mothballed line is intact to the 

outskirts of Fleetwood. The Poulton & Wyre Railway Society 

is working hard to return services to the line (www.pwrs.org) 
and the electrification work has been done in such a way 

that a restored connection could be made in the future. 

ANDREW BELL/ALAMY

Like this? Why not 
explore the 
mothballed 
Gobowen-Oswestry 
line in Shropshire? 
Various preservation 
societies are 
working to return 
services beyond 
Oswestry to 
Lynclys and the 
former Tanat 
valley line to 
Nantmawr. 

3 OXFORD-BLETCHLEY
The former LNWR cross-country route from Bletchley to Bicester 
is one of the most famous mothballed lines in the country. It lost 
its passenger service in 1968 but remained open for freight and 
diversionary trains until it was left to rust. After many false starts, 
it is being brought back to use as part of East-West Rail’s plan to 
link Oxford with Norwich and Ipswich. 

Right: ‘9F’ No. 92083 

powers through Verney 

Junction with a west-

bound goods train on 

July 25 1964. The plat-

form on the right served 

the Metropolitan Railway 

until London Transport 

ceased running north 

beyond Aylesbury in 

1936. COLOUR RAIL

Like this? Why not explore 
Stoke-Leekbrook Junction? Moor-
land & City Railways, which leases 
the Leekbrook-Cauldon Lowe 
branch, hopes to take on the missing 
link to give it – and the Churnet Valley 
Railway – a main line connection. 

4 SEAL SANDS BRANCH
The bleak flat land on the banks of the River Tees to the east of Port 
Clarence have been transformed by the growth of the chemical 
industry. A railway first penetrated this area in 1901 to Greatham 
Creek and, in the 1970s, BR expanded this branch to tap into the 
chemical traffic. However, the 2½-mile branch has become derelict 
with the decline in the movement of chemicals by rail. 

Above: This is the 

old North Eastern 

Railway branch to 

Greatham Creek. Just 

beyond this level 

crossing is the Seal 

Sands branch; trains 

reverse onto the 

branch, which first 

opened in 1971 and 

which was extended 

in 1977 and 1989 to 

a length of 2½ miles. 

MARK BARTLETT

Left: EWS Class 56 

56110 collects four 

chemical tanks – plus 

barrier wagons – at 

Seal Sands in 2001. 

M. THURLOW/ 

COLOUR RAIL

Like this? Why not explore another abandoned East Coast 
gem, the disused Northumberland link from Ashington to the 
East Coast Main Line via Linton? 

Above: It’s hard to believe 

that a) a railway passes 

through this site and b) 

this was the northern ex-

tremity of London Trans-

port. Reconstruction of 

the Bletchley-Bicester 

line has started at the 

Bletchley end and it will 

be a while before con-

struction reaches Verney 

Junction. While trains 

will run here again, it’s 

unlikely that the station 

will be restored to use. 

RICHARD FOSTER/MR
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Like this? Why not 
explore the remains 
of Frome-Radstock 
branch line in 
deepest Somerset? 

Below left: Only this 

occupation crossing 

gives any indication that 

there’s a railway across 

the flat lands between 

Wisbech and March. Plans 

to reopen the line in order 

to provide a commuter 

service to Cambridge 

are gaining momentum. 

RICHARD FOSTER/MR

Below: A Loadhaul Class 56 

crosses Twenty Foot River, 

on the edge of March, with 

a ‘Petliner’ train from the 

Spillers pet food factory at 

Wisbech in the summer of 

1997. JOHN RUDD 

7 WISBECH-MARCH
With no hills to indicate the presence of a railway 
trackbed, you can drive along the open Fenland 
roads between Wisbech and March and not know 
that there’s a railway by your side. The former Great 
Eastern line from March to Wisbech originally 
continued beyond to meet the main line to King’s 
Lynn at Magdalen Road but was retained after closure 
in 1968 for a Spillers pet food factory until 2000. 

Like this? Why not try the South Staffordshire line from Stourbridge to 
Dudley, before part of it is reactivated as part of the Midlands Metro?

Merseyrail Class 507 507020 departs south from 

Aintree on February 7 2017. The junction for the 

North Mersey branch is on the right and a palisade 

gate – not to mention undergrowth – obstructs the 

track. MARK BARTLETT

An unidentified Class 56 stands at Aintree Container 

Base in the 1980s, close to the site of Ford station on 

the North Mersey branch, the tracks of which are in 

the foreground. CLIVE HANLEY

6 NORTH MERSEY BRANCH
Most abandoned lines are squirrelled away in remote locations but this one is in 
public view… at both ends. The North Mersey branch shares part of its formation 
with the main line to Southport through Bootle but the section to Aintree, past 
the remains of Aintree Container Base – which kept the 1867-built Lancashire & 
Yorkshire Railway branch open, has only carried sporadic traffic since the terminal 
closed in the 1990s and has been completely abandoned in recent years. 

5 BLAENAU 

FFESTINIOG-TRAWFYNYDD
Here’s an abandoned railway with a lot of 
history behind it: it was originally built as the 
narrow gauge Festiniog & Blaenau Railway, 
designed to provide competition with the 
Festiniog Railway, with which it had a connec-
tion. Converted to standard gauge as part of 
the branch from Bala, the line to Trawsfynydd 
survived closure in 1961 to serve the nearby 
power station but it closed in 1998. 

The most famous structure on the Trawsfynydd branch 

is the low 11-arch viaduct near Tan-y-Manod. It replaced 

the timber viaduct built by the narrow gauge Festiniog 

& Blaenau Railway. The former GWR branch to Bala 

was connected to the Conwy Valley line at Blaenau 

Ffestiniog in order to serve Trawsfynydd nuclear power 

station. CHRIS GODFREY/ALAMY

Class 37s 37377 and 37098 haul Hertfordshire Rail 

Tours’ ‘The Roman Nose’ through the tight, former nar-

row gauge curves at Cwm Teigl, bound for Llandudno 

Junction, on April 18 1998. Class 59 59205 is on the rear 

of the train. DAVE SALLERY

Like this? Why not explore the 17½-mile 
Anglesey Central Railway, that leaves the 
Holyhead main line at Gaerwen and heads 
north to the port of Amlwch?
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Above: It was the need to install accessible lifts that finally forced London Transport to close the 

uneconomic Aldwych branch in 1994. Despite still being open until comparatively recently, it 

still retains many period features and signs and has become a popular filming location, as well 

as a tourist attraction. DAN HIGHTON/ALAMY

Left: Such was the economics of the Aldwych branch that London Transport suspended 

services on it during the Second World War where it not only became a popular air raid shelter 

but was also used to store items from the British Museum. NIDAY PICTURE LIBRARY/ALAMY

10 ALDWYCH BRANCH
An abandoned railway under central London? 
Though you may not have been aware of London 
Underground’s abandoned Aldwych branch, you’ll 
have undoubtedly seen it, for the line is a perfect 
filming location. This line from Holborn has often 
been considered for a possible extension under the 
Thames to Waterloo ever since it opened in 1907, 
but it’s always remained uneconomical and regular 
services ceased in 1994. 

Like this? Why not explore the Post Office 
Railway? Only a short section has been resur-
rected but it offers a tantalising glimpse of other 
parts of this mothballed underground system. 

Top: All that remains of the station at Croxley Green is this 

lamp post which still has traces of Network SouthEast 

red paint on it. Part of the Croxley Green branch may be 

incorporated into a new link railway that will connect to 

London Underground’s branch to Watford. NICK CATFORD

9 CROXLEY 

GREEN 

BRANCH 
This might be 
stretching 
abandoned 
railway to its limit 
for parts of an 
embankment 
have been 
demolished to make way for a road and some 
of the rails have been removed. But when there 
is an abandoned branch line in an urban 
conurbation such as Watford, it’s worth 
a second look. Built by the LNWR in 1912, it left 
the now-disused branch to Rickmansworth and 
terminated in a modest station at Croxley 
Green. Last used in 1996, the 1½-mile branch 
officially closed in 2003 – but the station was 
simply left to moulder. 

Croxley Green’s facilities were basic at the best of times 

but the original platform was replaced with a supposed 

temporary affair in the late 1980s that lasted until closure. 

An LNWR EMU stands at the original platform on March 26 

1960. M.J. READE/COLOUR RAIL

8 BIRKENHEAD DOCKS
Birkenhead docks, on the Mersey’s south bank, may not have had the tunnels 
that Liverpool’s dockland railway boasted but its 4½ miles of railway from 
Rock Ferry to Bidston was packed with modelling potential. Some of the 
tracks ran through cobbled streets and there was a branch line across West 
Float that used the rolling bascule bridge on Duke Street. Sadly, regular 
traffic ceased in 1993, although the rails were last used over ten years ago. 

Top: The signal box and 

footbridge at Canning 

Street was always a focal 

point of the remains of the 

Birkenhead Docks railway 

until the site was cleared 

after the signal box burnt 

down. Some of the tracks 

have been removed but 

most of the dock railway 

system remains intact. 

GEORGE DENT

Right: Class 24 24064 

rumbles along the 

Birkenhead Docks railway 

with a loaded grain 

train on April 18 1975. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Like this? Why not explore the remains of the 
Manchester Ship Canal railway around Trafford 
Park in Manchester?
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26 pages of projects, advice and top tips that show you how
Workbench

Meet the Model Rail Expert modellers

Project difficulty ranges from easy:               one screwdriver, to very hard:                five screwdrivers.

George Dent
Learn from 

one of the 
country’s 

best modellers. 

Chris Leigh
Quite simply, 
what Chris 
doesn’t know 

isn’t worth knowing!

Peter Marriott
Scenic guru! 
Knows what’s 
available and 

how to use it.

Dave Lowery
Professional 
model maker 
with a lifetime’s 

experience. 

Chris Gadsby
The smaller 
the detail, 
the more 

interested he is.

48 
Sheet your 
wagons

56 
Line your models 
with a bow pen

58 
Make an easy 
identity change

62 
Fit extra 
pick-ups 70 

Customise ‘N’ 
gauge wagons

52 
Customise 
your models

Workbench sponsored by

64 
Create a 
landscape
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S
heeted wagons certainly add some 

welcome variety to anyone’s freight 

fleet, whether you’re modelling the 

Victorian era or the modern scene. 

Helpfully, Geoscenics has just released a 

variety of new wagon sheet packs, catering for 

all three popular scales and the BR and ‘Big 

Four’ eras. Designed in-house and printed onto 

a flexible, lightweight material, each pack 

provides plenty of individual tarpaulins. The ‘N’ 

gauge pack features 33 separate wagon sheets, 

while the ‘OO’ pack includes 16. For ‘O’ gauge, 

six separate wagon sheets are provided. All 

packs also include a spool of fine cotton thread 

from which to fashion a set of securing ropes.

Installation is simple and the sheets can be 

fixed permanently or temporarily (although 

the securing ‘ropes’ can only be added if the 

sheets are fixed in position), while adding a 

weathered finish can enhance them signifi-

cantly. The material responds well to being 

scrunched up and re-flattened before 

installation, recreating the distinctive, 

crumpled texture of the real things. 

I had great fun fitting out some of my 

steam-era ‘OO’ and ‘O’ stock, and these sheets 

look convincing, especially in ‘O’ gauge, where 

the cotton thread appears to be perfectly in 

scale. The Geoscenics packs offer great value 

and provide the perfect evening or weekend 

project that doesn’t involve lots of tools, 

materials or mess.

To protect commodities from the elements, open wagons are sheeted over with 
tarpaulins. George Dent tests out some new wagon sheets from Geoscenics.

SHEET YOUR 
WAGONS

HOW TO

2 hrs per 
wagon
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TOOLS
◆◆ Knife

◆◆ Scissors

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Cocktail sticks

What you will need

PROTOTYPE INSPIRATION

The open, general merchandise 
wagon has been a staple of 
railways since their very begin-
nings. Their numbers have 
dwindled over recent decades in 
favour of more specialised, 
covered vehicles designed to suit 
specific commodities. Inevitably, 
open wagons leave their cargo 
exposed to the elements, leading 
railway companies to employ 
waterproof sheets that could simply 
be draped over the wagon and 
secured with sturdy ropes. As well 
as keeping the precious cargo clean and 
dry, the sheets could also be employed to 
prevent a dusty commodity from blowing 
out of the wagons during transit. 

Throughout the steam era, BR and its 
antecedents maintained a large ‘fleet’ of 
individually numbered wagon sheets, 
which could be folded and stowed aboard 
the empty wagons when not in use. Staff 
were issued with guidelines for how and 
when the sheets should be deployed, with 
various sizes available to suit long and 
short wheelbase wagons. Perishables, 
certain steel products, sand and china clay 
are just some of the many cargoes that 
would be routinely sheeted over for their 
journey on the rails and this practice 
continued into more 
recent decades, 
with modern 
air-braked wagons 
being covered with 
thick, plastic-coated 
sheets when 
required.

Above right and right: 

Modern air-braked 

wagons have also 

been sheeted over 

when the need has 

arisen, especially when 

loaded with certain 

types of steel products. 

BOTH: PAUL BARTLETT

Above: Loaded with clay for the Staffordshire 

pottery industry, ex-LNER E311253 stands 

at Longport Junction in April 1980. Note 

the clay dust staining the sheet and wagon. 

PAUL BARTLETT

Ex-LMS 13t five-plank open wagon M407345 has been 
sheeted over with a waxy-looking tarpaulin. Seen at 
Staines Central, February 1968. PAUL BARTLETT

The wagon tarpaulins are printed onto a flexible, 

textured paper. Multiple, individually numbered 

wagon sheets are provided with each kit.

Geoscenics’ new wagon 

tarpaulin kits are available for 

‘N’, ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge, with a 

range of packs catering for the 

‘Big Four’ and BR eras. 
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The Geoscenics kits include printed tarpaulins, 

of two different sizes, along with a reel of cotton 

thread. Available for ‘N’, ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauges, 

each wagon sheet is individually numbered. 

BR and ‘Big Four’ versions are available.

Unfold and separate the printed sheets before 

cutting out the individual tarpaulins with a 

pair of scissors, taking care to keep the edges 

nice and straight. It’s important to use sharp 

scissors, or the material is liable to fray. 

Carefully flatten out the scrunched-up sheet, 

using the tips of your fingers to spread the 

material outwards from the centre. We need to 

maintain the random textures, but also need 

to regain the overall rectangular shape.

After checking that the flattened sheet will 

cover the wagon’s body, PVA-type glue can be 

run along the upper edges. The glue is then left 

for 5-10 minutes to turn tacky. Only do this if you 

want to fix the sheet permanently.

1

4

2

5

Tension the sheet as desired before folding 

over the other side and fixing it in position. 

The ends can follow, folding the sheet vertically 

first, then folding over the side ‘wings’ and 

securing them with small blobs of glue.

To suggest a load standing proud of the 

wagon’s bodywork, a scrap of wood can be 

cut and fixed to the floor with a strong 

adhesive. The wood could even be shaped to 

mimic a number of different sized crates.

Leave the wagon overnight before adding any 

weathering. Various grey and brown shades 

of acrylic paint were dry-brushed over the 

sheet and the wagon body. Lighter shades 

help to pick out the sheet’s texture.

Weathering powders followed, with brown and black shades brushed strategically around the 

bodywork and the sheet to create areas of shading, as well as an overall impression of dirt. I tried 

to keep things subtle, though.

7

10

8

11

Scrunch a single sheet with your fingers, 

compressing it as tightly as you can. The 

material is pretty flexible and can withstand 

firm pressure. This serves to impart a more 

random texture to the surface. 

Orient the sheet so that there’s a roughly 

equal amount of overhang on all four sides, 

then fold over one side and fix it to the tacky 

adhesive, pressing the material firmly to help 

it conform to the underlying surface. 

3

6

The same process applies for securing the 

sheet to the wagon. If necessary, use two 

sheets to cover the load, one laid over the 

other. Remove any excess PVA glue with a 

damp cotton swab before it dries.

9

STEP
BY

STEP
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To seal the powders, mist a clear matt coat 

over the whole model. Wagon sheets often had 

a greasy-looking waterproof coating, so this 

was suggested with a light layer of clear gloss. 

Protect the bodywork with card. 

As the glue was applied to the top edges of the 

body, the lower edges of the sheet could be 

peeled back to allow the ends of the thread to 

be secured with cyano glue, applied with a 

cocktail stick. Fold the sheet back into place. 

13 14

The ends of the thread were tied around parts 

of the chassis. My knots are rudimentary at 

best, with cyano glue securing the rope once it 

had been tensioned. Once the glue had cured, 

the excess thread was cut away.

The wagon could be weathered before the 

sheet is applied, but I had visions of excess 

glue – and handling – disturbing the finish. 

Treating the wagon and sheet at the same time 

helped to create a consistent effect.

The same process was used on the ends, fixing 

the thread under the ‘wings’ and tying the other 

ends around the buffer shanks. Lashing 

methods varied, so some research may be 

required for greater fidelity.

15

12

16

The tarpaulin packs are available with 
LMS, LNER, GWR, SR or BR branding 
and numerals, in ‘N’, ‘OO’ and 
‘O’ gauge. Prices are usually £12.00 
(£10 for ‘N’) per pack, with free postage. 
However, thanks to Geoscenics, 
Model Rail readers can claim a discount 
when ordering direct from the 
Geoscenics website. Simply enter the 
voucher code MRtarps1 at the checkout 
stage to claim £2.00 off per pack.  

This offer runs from December 24 
2020 until March 31 2021 and is 
available for web orders only. 
Web: www.geoscenics.co.uk

EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER!

Draping a tarpaulin over 

a false load adds some 

extra visual interest.

MAKE IT REMOVABLE!
The tarpaulins don’t have to be 
fixed permanently, as they can be 
folded and the corners glued 
together in a way that allows the 
sheet to be removed. Wagons 

can then be run empty or loaded 
as desired. 
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T
he quality of ready-to-run models 

has increased dramatically over the 

last decade but, in some areas, the 

manufacturing process is still 

limited in what it can do. That’s where 

customisation comes in.

There was a time, as I’m sure some older 

readers will remember, when off-the-shelf 

models would need a fair amount of 

alteration to get them looking the way you 

wanted. Fortunately, today’s models don’t 

require such drastic alterations and for many 

modellers the out-of-the-box offering is 

perfectly acceptable.

In this article I’ll be doing two quick 

projects to enhance a multiple unit and 

a steam locomotive for my layout, both of 

which were completed on a cold, drizzly 

afternoon and at minor expense. It took 

me a few months to get around to doing 

these projects, as I kept putting them off in 

favour of something else, such as the joys 

of layout wiring! 

The good news is that although there may 

be some modellers who are slightly 

apprehensive about taking their models 

apart, particularly when they cost hundreds 

of pounds, a few screws or holding lugs is 

usually all that’s stopping the body from 

coming off. As long as you’re careful, it isn’t 

a difficult job. Based on some of the latest 

offerings from Noch, it’s also safe to say that 

there’s a product for almost everything you 

could think of for your layout. This also 

means that there is always something 

available for your skill level. Don’t want to 

paint figures? No problem – numerous 

companies produce painted passengers 

and drivers in suitable attire for your era. 

They’re more expensive but they save 

a great deal of time. 

Granted, a lot of the alterations to the 

interior of the multiple unit in this article 

won’t be easily visible when the bodyshell is 

in place, but it will give you a great deal of 

satisfaction to see the passengers in the 

window and to catch the odd glimpse of the 

changes you made. Whether you’re just 

adding figures to your coaches or doing 

a full interior makeover, there really is no 

limit to interior customisation. If you really 

want, and if you have a very fine paintbrush, 

you could even add a moquette to the seats 

or posters on the wall.

Chris Gadsby shows you two quick model alteration 
projects that could be done in an afternoon.

QUICKLY TWEAK 
YOUR MODELS
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SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Realtrack Class 156 
Price: £240.00 Availability: 
www.realtrackmodels.co.uk

◆◆ Preiser 16328 seated persons 
Price: £27.50 Availability: 
www.gaugemasterretail.com

TOOLS
◆◆ Paintbrush

◆◆ Paints of an appropriate colour

◆◆ Glue

What you will need

This is how the interior of the Class 156 looks 
straight out of the box. It’s impressive but can 
still be improved by altering some of the 
colours and adding passengers. Having 
reference photographs will be useful here.

As the interior is moulded out of one piece of 
plastic, painting in details can make a real 
difference. Here, I used some Phoenix 
Precision grey to paint the arm rests on all of 
the seats, using a small brush for accuracy.

1 2

To help the seats stand out, I added dark blue 
for the carpet between them as it is on the 
prototype. Fortunately, the blue I had in stock 
was quite a close match to the already-painted 
central aisle. Seat tops were also picked out.

Place the figures in a mixture of window and 
aisle seats. I did have difficulty with some as 
the central arm rest meant they were too wide 
for the seat. Make sure that all limbs are well 
inside the train to avoid problems later.

Once the bodyshell is back in place you can 
add on the extra detailing parts. It’s worth 
doing a test of all of the lights once the model 
is back on your layout just to make sure you 
haven’t dislodged anything in the process.

4 6

8

As I was going through my 

teenage years my dad was 

rebuilding his Morris 8 (he still is), 

and I would ask him on many an occasion 

why he was spending so long polishing 

sections of the car that you weren’t going to 

see when it eventually went back together. 

It is only now, when I’m adding tiny details 

to the interior of railway coaches that are 

only visible in the right light – and when 

being viewed at the right angle, that 

I understand. So dad, I’m sorry that you had 

to put up with a grumpy teenager giving you 

grief about your car! 

The interior detail of new models is very 

impressive, Rapido Trains’ dining cars, 

complete with plates and cutlery, springs 

immediately to mind. Owing to the manufac-

turing process though, these tend to all be in 

one colour, and picking out details such as 

arm and head rests, as well as carpet and 

tables, will make a huge difference to the 

inside of your model. 

This was the second time I’d done this 

and I found it more difficult this time 

because of the presence of the circuit board 

above the seats, so the painting isn’t as crisp 

as I would like. Handily, if you do get the 

wrong paint on a seat you can place 

a figure there to hide it.

I also added grey to the backs of the seats and 
some black squares to represent the trays. 
The space is limited so it’s difficult to get 
a perfect square, but once passengers are 
seated and the body is on it’s barely visible.

3

It’s easy to overdo the number of people in 
the coaches, I decided that 12 (11 plus a driver) 
would be adequate for each coach if they are 
spaced apart. Don’t paint the lower legs as 
you’ll need to cut them off later.

5

While the passengers may be difficult to see on the photograph, they do make a big difference 
to the look of the model, particularly when the interior lights are on. Once you’re happy with 
the position of your passengers you can refit the bodies. On the Class 156 it’s easy to tell which 
is which as only one car has a lavatory, so all you have to do is line up the frosted window with 
the moulded lavatory.

7

INTERIOR DETAILINGSTEP
BY

STEP
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SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Hornby ‘B17’ Price: £120.99 
Availability: www.hornby.com

◆◆ Deluxe Materials Ballast 
Bond Price: £6.65 Availability: 
www.deluxematerials.co.uk

◆◆ Geoscenics coal Price: £12.00 
Availability: www.geoscenics.co.uk

What you will need
STEP

BY
STEP

ALTERING A TENDER

This alteration became neces-

sary when I purchased a DCC 

Sound decoder for my Hornby ‘B17’ 

and discovered that the slope of the Hornby 

tender didn’t provide me with enough space 

to fit the chip and the speaker. 

I had two choices: swap the speaker for 

a smaller one and keep the tender as it was, 

or make the most of the space, introduce 

a new false floor to the tender and slightly 

increase the weight with the larger speaker. 

As I also wanted to replace the plastic coal 

for the new-at-the-time product from 

Geoscenics, I decided to make the more 

significant change of altering the tender. 

Taking your time and being careful is 

really important when carrying this out as 

while this will be hidden when the project is 

finished, a wrong move could result in an 

imperfection or a hole on the sides of the 

tender which would be much more difficult 

to put right later.

The second project was to make 

improvements to the look of the coal 

wagons and the tenders by adding real coal 

to replace the plastic. This takes less than 

a minute per wagon and provides a quick 

and easy way to make a significant change. 

To make life easier, the new coal can go 

straight on top of the old.

◆◆ Drill

◆◆ Plastic cutters

◆◆ Plastic card

◆◆ Pipette 

Adding real coal can significantly enhance the 

look of your steam locomotives but it is 

always worth removing any electronics in 

case any of the glue seeps through and 

damages them.

In this tender I had to make some 

alterations in order to fit the speaker. 

I used a combination of a drill and some 

cutters to firstly create holes and then to 

remove the false floor of the tender.

1 2

At this point you can make a false floor for 

your bunker. This can be done from a piece of 

plastic card cut to size with a sharp knife. 

I also kept the original plastic coal, just to help 

give the result some form of shape.

Geoscenics coal was used to fill the tender, 

making sure that I had removed the shell from 

the chassis and any electronics. It’s also an 

idea to glue the plastic card and plastic coal 

down first to avoid any imbalance.

4 5

The glue will dry clear but it will take a while 

so it’s best to leave it somewhere to harden 

fully before putting it back on the chassis. This 

also gives you a chance to clear up – as you 

can see it makes quite a mess!

I took the opportunity to refresh the coal 

loads in my wagons at the same time, as 

pieces had gone missing over the years and 

the base of the wagon was showing through. 

It only took around a minute per wagon. 

7 8

Deluxe Materials Ballast Bond was an ideal 

glue for fixing the coal in place. As I had 

misplaced the nozzle that comes with the 

glue, I used a pipette to add droplets of the 

glue across the whole tender.

6

Once everything has dried, the tender can go 

back on the chassis and be reconnected to 

the locomotive. As with the DMU, it’s a good 

idea to test your model to make sure 

everything is still working as it should.

9

I kept doing practice fits to make sure that the 

wires and the speaker could fit in place with 

the tender properly in position. Eventually, 

I had cut away enough of the tender to make 

everything fit.

3

TOOLS
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C
reating long, straight lines, in various 

thicknesses, is a common necessity 

when painting locomotives and 

rolling stock, from any period. From 

a steam-era lining job to stripes on a modern 

carriage, there are instances when painted-on 

lines can’t be beaten.

Decals do offer a solution of sorts but, as 

Dave illustrated on page 40, a bow pen can 

produce a satisfying and much more realistic 

result. Artists’ bow pens (or ‘ruling’ pens, as 

they’re traditionally termed) consist of 

a pair of tapered metal jaws that can be 

opened or closed by the turn of a small wheel. 

It’s possible to obtain a good quality tool for 

less than £20 (Jakar being a common brand), 

although cheaper tools often struggle to form 

lines of less than 1mm wide. Cheaper, plastic 

tools are also available, but these are much 

harder to master and are, in my experience, not 

worth the effort.

A typical hobby-grade tool has been 

employed in this demonstration, working onto 

bare plastic card rather than the surface of 

a model. It’s much easier to master the process 

on a flat surface, free of projections and 

undulating relief, before moving onto 

a three-dimensional object.

The type of paint is also an important factor, 

as it must be free-flowing (but not too thin) and, 

preferably, not a rapid drying formula as this 

will quickly clog the jaws of the ruling pen. 

Phoenix or RailMatch enamels are recom-

mended, as long as they’re in good condition 

and well stirred beforehand. 

Some acrylics can be used, with LifeColor 

shades being particularly useful, but the pen 

will need to be cleaned and recharged more 

regularly, making it difficult to render lines of 

more than a few centimetres at a time. 

Therefore, acrylics are best avoided unless you 

have plenty of experience. Incidentally, jars of 

coloured ink are helpful when practising, this 

being the medium for which the pens were 

designed in the first place!

As with most new techniques, it takes 

a degree of practice to get it right. A little effort 

to understand how the tool works and how the 

viscosity of the paint affects the quality of the 

line will be rewarded, so have a go and see how 

you get on! 

Lining rolling stock and locomotives is often seen as the domain of the experts 
but, as George Dent demonstrates, it’s easier than it looks.
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Use straightedges 
with a raised edge on 
one side, rather than 
a steel rule, as they 
won’t smudge the 

freshly applied 
paint.

EXPERT 

TIP

 APPLY 
LINING WITH
 A RULING PEN

Applying your own 

lining may be quicker 

by hand, rather than 

relying on transfers. 

It takes practice, but 

it’s not as difficult as 

it looks.

Working on a gloss surface makes it much easier 

to correct mistakes, as the wet paint can be simply 

wiped away with a little white spirit.
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USEFUL STORES
◆◆ Ruling pens are available from art 
stores, branches of Hobbycraft or 
www.amazon.co.uk 

◆◆ Phoenix Precision Paints 
Tel: 01268 730549 

Web: www.phoenix-paints.co.uk

TOOLS

Workshop essentials

TOP TOOL: PAINT STIRRER
It’s essential that the paint is thor-
oughly stirred before loading the 
ruling pen, and a dedicated paint 
stirring tool is much more effective 
than a screwdriver. This double-ended 
tool from Tamiya features a stirring 
paddle at one end and a 
spoon at the other, which is 
ideal for decanting small 
amounts of paint. 
Price: £4.25/pair 
Availability: www.
scalemodelshop.co.uk

What you will need

Choose your paint carefully (a fresh tin is 
recommended for lining) and stir thoroughly 
before decanting a small amount into a 
mixing jar. Add one or two drops of thinner 
(white spirit for enamel) and mix well.

Use a brush to fill the jaws of the pen. Don’t 
add too much as a little paint will go a long 
way. It’s much easier to clean and recharge 
the tool at regular intervals than force the 
paint to keep flowing once it begins to dry.

Test the flow of paint on a sheet of 
plastic card, adjusting the thumbwheel 
to alter the width of line. Plenty of 
practice of loading, lining and cleaning the 
tool is recommended.

To mimic a locomotive lining scheme, use a 
sharpened chalk pencil to rule out a range of 
squares and rectangles onto black plastic 
card. The chalk lines can be wiped away later 
with a damp cloth. 

1

4

2

5

When the first lines have dried, the second 
colour elements can be applied. Plan the 
order of application to minimise the need for 
placing the straightedge or template over 
areas of wet paint.

Where curves are required, mark out the 
corners to leave equal gaps between the 
various straight elements and allow to dry. If 
you make a mistake, wipe the paint away with 
a swab dipped in white spirit. 

For longer curves, run the ruling pen along a 
template – a set of French Curves is ideal, as 
are sets of ellipse and circle templates, 
available in a wide variety of sizes from 
stationery and craft stores.

7

10

8

Carefully wipe away the paint from the 
outside of the tool, taking care not to soak up 
the paint between the jaws. It will soon be 
apparent if the paint is over-thinned, as it will 
run away or be absorbed by the tissue.

Work just beside the chalk lines (rather than 
over them) with the ruling pen. Here, the 
horizontal lines are being added first, keeping 
the ruler away from the wet paint. A clear 
ruler allows the guidelines to be seen.

3

6

Short, small radius curves can be filled in by 
hand with a good quality, long-bristled brush. 
Alternatively, bow pens can also be attached to 
a draughtsman’s compass. Again, if you make a 
mistake, just wipe away the wet paint.

9

STEP
BY

STEP

LINING WITH A RULING PEN

◆◆ Artist’s ruling 
pen

◆◆ Paint stirring tool

◆◆ Paintbrushes

◆◆ Mixing jars

◆◆ Cocktail sticks

◆◆ Straightedges
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O
ne of the difficulties in producing 

models is choosing the right 

quantities to order. These days, the 

overall production run is pretty 

easy to decide. It’s usually the minimum 

quantity that the manufacturer will produce for 

a price that works out to be affordable. Second 

runs are unpredictable and comparatively 

unusual. Our first two exclusives, the Dapol-

built Sentinel 0-4-0VBT and the Bachmann 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T weren’t subject to quite such 

stringent economics in their day and we were 

able to do second runs of both, allowing us to 

cope with demand.

In the case of the ‘USA’ even a second run of 

plain black BR liveries has not proved sufficient 

and all have sold out. The Southampton docks 

‘USAs’ were, however, plain unlined BR black 

and that is the easiest livery in the world to 

apply. It was also usually dirty, so some 

judicious weathering can be used, if necessary, 

to cover minor finishing mishaps.

SPECIAL OFFER – BUY NOW!
On these pages I’ll show just how easy it is to 

create whichever of the 14 ‘USAs’ you want 

using only a ‘rattle can’ and a sheet of decals. 

What’s more it’s great practice for the less- 

experienced modeller and there’s no better 

time to do it, because the two examples that 

I’ve used, MR-110 and MR-111, are on special 

offer. Turn to page 108 to place your order.

CHOOSE YOUR ‘VICTIM’
Before any change of this sort, you need to 

choose the correct model to work on. Model 

Rail/Bachmann produced two versions of the 

‘USA’ on which the most significant difference is 

the cab and bunker. These are best described 

as ‘original’ and ‘Southern Railway’ versions. 

For the plain black BR livery we need the 

Southern Railway version and I’ve made the 

choice easy for you, by using MR-110 and MR-111. 

These lend themselves to the two versions 

of the repaint that I wanted to try out. MR-111 is 

to carry plain black early crest livery, without 

any repainting, just by stripping the lettering 

and applying some new decals. This is just 

right for an early 1950s version of the ‘USA’ 

with very little effort. MR-110 represents a ‘USA’ 

in late condition and it will require a total 

repaint to create a workaday late crest 

example. That means a respray – a blow over 

was all that was needed. 

A WORD ABOUT CRESTS
Railway modellers have tended to evolve their 

own language or at the very least their own 

definitions for particular words. For instance, 

‘the prototype’ has a very different meaning to 

railway modellers than it does to most people. 

We have come to identify the time period 

covered by a particular model according which 

of the two British Railways emblems it carries, 

as ‘early crest’ and ‘late crest’. Enthusiasts have 

further complicated things by referring to these 

by terms such as ‘lion-and-wheel’ and ‘ferret 

and dartboard’ which don’t really make clear 

which of the two they are describing. 

Applied from 1949-56, the ‘early crest’ was 

described by BR as a ‘totem’. It is not a crest or 

a coat-of-arms and consists of a lion standing 

over a wheel with the words ‘British Railways’ 

beneath. It was produced in both left-facing and 

right-facing versions and with instructions that 

the lion must always face the front (chimney 

end) of the locomotive. 

The late crest was a very different affair. 

By then it was fashionable for large 

organisations to dabble with heraldry and in 

1956 BR submitted its new design to the 

College of Arms for approval. This crest, in 

laymens’ terms, comprised a lion sitting within 

a crown and holding a wheel, all contained in 

a circle flanked by bars containing the words 

‘British’ and ‘Railways’. It was also intended 

that the lion should face the front on both 

sides of the locomotive. 

4
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MODEL Model Rail MR-110 and MR-111 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T ◆ Price £110 (special offer)
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Chris Leigh shows how simple it is to get the ‘USA’ that you want.

MAKE AN EASY 
IDENTITY CHANGE

HOW TO 

The two finished ‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts 

on what will eventually be 

the dock siding on my layout. 

I am undecided on whether to… 

weather the second model. 
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SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ MR-110 and MR111 ‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts 
Availability: www.modelrailoffers.

co.uk

TOOLS
◆◆ Scalpel

◆◆ Cotton buds

◆◆ Cocktail sticks

◆◆ Masking tape

◆◆ T-Cut Paintwork restorer

What you will need

MR-111 was the basis of the first identity 
change. I had planned to remove the lettering 
and respray the tanks but the exercise proved 
even easier than I expected.

The tools and materials: A can of T-Cut 
Original car paintwork restorer, masking tape, 
cocktail sticks, cotton buds and a craft knife 
with a sharp, pointed blade.

Only the smallest amount of T-Cut is 
needed – a couple of teaspoons full – 
decanted into a dish such as an old, clean 
margarine tub. 

A strip of masking tape prevents stray T-Cut 
from getting onto the chassis. Using a cotton 
bud, place a small amount of T-Cut onto each 
area of lettering and leave it for 15 minutes.

1
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After 15-20 minutes the tampo-printed lettering 
will soften. A cocktail stick or a slice of an old 
credit card can be used to gently scrape away 
the lettering without any damage.

Small areas such as the cabside number are 
best tackled with the point of a cocktail stick, 
as there are a few rivets to make things a little 
more difficult in this area.

Once the lettering has been shifted, the 
remaining T-Cut can be removed with a clean 
cotton bud. At this stage, if you continue the 
rubbing you can polish the tank side.

Ready for its new insignia. I have retained the 
small yellow notice on the bunker side as 
I believe this was an ‘over width’ warning and 
it was retained through all livery variations. 
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Back in the 1990s I discussed this with no 

lesser personage than the Portcullis Persuivant 

of the College of Arms, who told me that the 

college rejected the BR design because, by 

having lions facing both right and left, it 

constituted two coats of arms and that one 

organization could not have two identities. As 

a result BR settled upon the left-facing lion as 

standard, though a few early repaints did 

appear carrying the right-facing version.

A WORD ABOUT DECALS
Caught in the depths of the second lockdown, 

my choice of decals was limited to what I had in 

stock. Fortunately I had several different decal 

sheets of BR locomotive livery elements.

As one of these models was going to be 

sprayed matt black and the other would retain 

its black factory finish there was little opportu-

nity to conceal the carrier film that is particu-

larly evident on waterslide decals. For this 

reason my preferred option is HMRS Pressfix 

Sheet 14 BR Locomotive and coach insignia. 

(£7.15, www.hmrs.org.uk) I find the Pressfix 

process easier to make a success of, and 

although there is still a carrier film it is much less 

obvious, when assembling individual locomo-

tive numbers, as will be necessary in this case.

If you prefer waterslide, then both Fox 

Transfers and Modelmasters offer appropriate 

decal sheets. 

A WORD ABOUT AEROSOLS
I used a ‘rattle can’ or aerosol of Humbrol matt 

black acrylic. Initially I used a part-used can. 

Paint-spraying is affected by weather condi-

tions and a damp, cold morning in November, 

using a part-used can in a garage is the worst of 

all possibilities, apart, possibly, from the top of 

Ben Nevis in a snowstorm!

I find aerosol paint impossible to store 

successfully once opened and for me to make 

a successful job means a new can every time. 

A phone and collect from Trains4U in Peterbor-

ough followed a quick clean-up with T-Cut and 

a cotton bud to remove the paint spatters from 

the first exercise. All was well and the new can 

sprayed faultlessly, only the lightest of coats, 

a couple of seconds’ worth, being needed to 

cover the remaining green.

AND A WORD ABOUT H&S
When spraying paint, if you don’t have 

a spraying booth and extractor, work in 

a well-ventilated space and wear appropriate 

protection, particularly a mask or respirator. 

STRIPPING THE LETTERING



60 Model Rail 282 January 2021

Workbench CUSTOMISE AND BUILD

HMRS Pressfix transfers have a thick, shiny 

protective sheet. The transfer itself has a thin 

carrier on the front and a thicker backing 

sheet. Use a sharp blade to cut round the item 

and separate the thin carrier from the backing.

Having protected the transfers with the shiny 

sheet and cut out the item, you will note that 

one side is slightly shiny and sticky. The 

transfer is positioned sticky side downwards 

on the model.

Position the numbers one at a time, sticky 

side downwards. Apply a spot of water with 

a small paintbrush, press the decal in place 

with your fingertip. Wet the carrier again and 

slide it away with a knifepoint.

Pressing each damp number with your 

fingertip is important to help the transfer 

adhere properly, particularly in this area 

where there are rivets. It is, however, much 

easier than it sounds.
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If you position a decal incorrectly, it is easy to 

lift and move it, provided it is still dry and you 

have not yet pressed it down. Make sure the 

bars of the late crest decal are horizontal 

before pressing it down.

Once you have pressed the decal down in 

the right place, wet it, press it again with 

a fingertip and soak off the carrier, which 

looks like a piece of tissue. This can be lifted 

away with a knife point or tweezers.

The second locomotive is ready for spraying, 

having had the lettering and yellow lining 

removed with T-Cut as in the earlier steps. I did 

not take the body off but masked the chassis 

and, most importantly, the cab window glazing.

A cardboard box made a temporary spray 

booth. The model stood on an old spray can 

lid so I could turn it easily. Spraying took only 

seconds, so I did it indoors with the kitchen 

extractor on and while wearing a mask.
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The numbers are applied one at a time, 

working outwards from the handrail and 

using the lower edge of the window frame as 

a guide to get them in a straight line. Dampen 

the carrier to make the numeral more visible.

The HMRS sheet is good value, providing a 

large number of elements and alternatives to 

suit steam locomotives and coaching stock. 

I used the second largest size of numbers and 

the smaller of the emblems.

3

6

Finally, blot the water away with a piece of 

soft tissue. I was not happy with the 

positioning of this transfer so I scraped it 

away with the knife blade and replaced it with 

a new one.

Even the matt black looked too pristine for 

one of these locomotives as I remember them 

from a 1960s visit to Southampton Docks, so 

I added some weathering from Tamiya 

Weathering Master Pack A. 

9
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APPLYING PRESSFIX TRANSFERS
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B
uilding locomotive kits can be 

a very rewarding exercise. Not only 

do you end up with something 

running on your layout that you 

know nobody else will have, you also have 

that satisfaction of looking at it and thinking 

‘I built that’. 

There are plenty of stages during the 

kit-building process to catch out the unwary 

but, over the years, I’ve done my best to offer 

advice on how to deal with them. I’ve 

described how to ensure that your chassis is 

square (MR270), as well as dispelling the 

myths of soldering (MR238). 

But there’s one important aspect of 

locomotive kit-building that often gets 

forgotten: how do you transfer current from 

the track to the motor or DCC decoder? 

This omission became apparent as I was 

building DJH’s ‘Big Bertha’ kit last year 

(MR275). I ran out of space to go into fitting 

the pick-ups in any great detail. It’s such an 

important topic that I thought it warranted 

a separate article. So here it is!

What follows is how to make good 

old-fashioned ‘scraper’ or wiper-style pick-ups 

that rub on the back of the wheels using 

springy phosphor-bronze strip. I still use this 

system in all my ‘OO’ and ‘O’ gauge locomo-

tive builds and swear by it. It’s nice and simple 

to install and reliable. I use brass rod to form 

a small but stable support for the pick-up 

strip, and this is soldered to a piece of 

copper-clad sleeper.

The key is to get the springy phosphor 

bronze strips to lightly touch the backs of the 

wheels, so bend the strip into shape before 

you solder it into place. There should be 

a small ‘V’ in the centre of the strip to locate it 

onto the support pin. 

The outward arms need to be curved to 

meet the wheel backs. Care is needed here – 

too much pressure and they’ll stop the wheels 

from turning, but enough pressure must be 

maintained to make sure they stay in contact 

with the back of the wheel when it is pushed 

from side to side.

Finally, you need to bend the tip of each 

end of the strip back against itself – this 

forms the contact area with the wheel. 

It will take several goes to achieve a good 

pick-up strip and, when it’s in place, some 

fine adjustment will be required. 

Your locomotive will run better the 

more wheels you can collect current from, 

so, with a tender locomotive, you can fit 

pick-ups to the tender too. And I’ve shown you 

how to do that as well. Although these 

techniques are aimed primarily at kit-built 

steam locomotives, the basic principles can 

be adapted to improve the performance of 

RTR locomotives. 

Older models that lack tender power 

collection are a prime candidate for extra 

pick-ups. Just be sure to channel the power to 

the correct polarity input on the motor or 

circuit board, matching those leading from 

the existing pick ups. 

Kit-building supremo Dave Lowery shows you how to create and install sets of 
power-collecting pick-ups to help your kit-built – and RTR – models run more reliably.

HOW TO 

Pick-up fix
When installing a circuit board/
copper-clad pick-up and, having filed it 
to the correct width, apply cyano to 
both sides. Then hold it in place with 

spring tweezers and hit 
it with an accelera-

tor spray, 
something like 
Deluxe 
Materials’ Roket 
Blaster. Et voilà! 
The mount is 

fixed in place. 
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FIT EXTRA 
PICK-UPS



63www.model-rail.co.uk

Buy your copper-clad
You can buy sheets of copper-clad 
printed circuit board, but I use pre-cut 
copper-clad sleepers to form my pick-up 
mounts. Already cut to width, I cut them 
to length using a pair of side cutters. 
Marcway offers pre-cut copper-clad 
sleepers in its SMP range to suit 2mm, 
4mm and 7mm:1ft scale models. 
Availability: Marcway, 598-600 
Attercliffe Road, Sheffield S93QS Tel: 
01142 449170 Web: www.marcway.net

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Albion Alloys 1mm Brass Rod, £5.25 
Availability: Wonderland Models 
Tel: 01312 296428 
Web: www.wonderlandmodels.com

◆◆ Slater’s 1220 Bronze Strip x 10, 
£4.80 Availability: Slater’s 
Plastikard Tel: 01629 734053 
Web: www.slatersplastikard.com

◆◆ JST 2 Pin Micro Electrical Male & 
Female Connector Plug x 20, £7.99 
Availability: Amazon 
Web: www.amazon.co.uk

TOOLS
◆◆ Selection of files

◆◆ Soldering iron, solder and flux

◆◆ Pair of pliers

◆◆ Wire cutters/strippers

◆◆ Side cutters

What you will need

First of all, you need to ensure that you have 
fitted all the insulated wheels on the same side 
(indicated here with a fawn-coloured ring inside 
the wheel rim). A wrongly fitted one will result 
in a short circuit… which can be awkward to fix!

The pick-up mount is a piece of printed circuit 
board (known as copper-clad sleeper). Cut 
a small rectangle that will fit between the 
frames and file it to fit. File a slot down the 
centre to divide it into two insulated halves.

Shape the phosphor bronze strip with a pair of 
pliers. The small kink in the centre is for the 
mount. You can see the curve towards the 
wheels and where it’s been curved back to 
make contact with the wheels. 

Carefully place the strip in place, making sure it 
is central, straight and touching the back of the 
wheels squarely. Tin both the phosphor bronze 
and the brass mount and, when happy with the 
position, sweat into place with your iron.
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A long locomotive like ‘Big Bertha’ required two 
pick-up mounts. Solder wires from the motor to 
the first mount, ensuring the feed from one side 
of the motor goes to its corresponding side on 
the mount. Link the two mounts together.

If your model has a tender, fit a mount 
between the tender frames. I used foamboard 
glued to the underside of the tender tank with 
cyano to form a mount for the copper-clad. 
Isolate it as per those on the locomotive. 

To make the support post, use a pair of 
pliers to form a flattened, half-loop in some 
brass rod. Solder it to the copper-clad and 
cut the rod off to length. Fit these to both 
sides of the chassis.

You can hard-wire the tender pick-ups direct 
to the tender pick-up mount if you don’t plan 
to uncouple the tender from the locomotive. 
Otherwise, you can use a cheap two-pin 
plug-and-socket from Amazon.

Once the pick-ups are soldered in place, you 
can fine-tune them. Check by moving the 
wheelsets from side to side ensuring the 
phosphor bronze strip stays in contact with 
the back of the wheel.

7
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Once you’ve tested the locomotive 
thoroughly, clean the solder joints with a swab 
dipped in a switch cleaning solvent. When dry, 
the pick-up mount and solder joints can be 
painted black to blend with the frames.
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I
t seems that most people spent the 

Covid-19 lockdown building model 

railways, judging by reports from 

retailers and suppliers. I was one of 

them. Well, as I couldn’t indulge my other 

great passion – travelling on Europe’s railways 

– what else was I going to do?!

I was inspired to build something based on 

East West Railway, which is rejuvenating the 

mothballed Bletchley-Bicester line. As 

construction work is taking place around 

Swanbourne, one of the few station buildings 

on the line to survive, (but since demolished)

I wanted to depict an old station on a freshly 

restored railway – in a 4ft by 2ft space. 

Regular readers will know that when I start 

a new project, I like to include new techniques 

and products in order to challenge myself and 

keep the hobby feeling fresh. My lockdown 

layout called for a few embankments and land 

around a road overbridge, so I decided to use 

four different products to make the land-

scape: Celotex hard foam insulation, 

Woodland Scenics’ Shaper Sheet (and Shaper 

Plaster), Noch Wrinkle Rocks and good 

old-fashioned plaster cloth. 

All these methods have pluses and minuses 

– some are much messier than others! – but 

they’re all fun, lightweight (and thus ideal for 

portable layouts) and all took the subsequent 

layers of scenic materials very well. Whatever 

technique you choose to make your next 

layout, you won’t be disappointed. 

If anyone knows the lay of the land, it’s Peter Marriott. Here he shows you how he 
created the landscape for his lockdown layout, and the materials and tools he used. 

CREATE A 
LANDSCAPE

HOW TO 
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30 mins to cover 

half a square metre
ANY
GAUGE

1hr 30min 
per 0.5 sq. m

MODEL WST1433 

Price: RRP £9.55
00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY 
Bachmann stockists

Hard foam is perfect for making 
lightweight scenery. Woodland Scenics 
has recognised this and has produced its 
Sub Terrain system of rigid expanded 
polystyrene pieces. However, Sub Terrain 
is quite pricey so roof insulation foam 
makes a cheaper alternative. For example, 
one 2in thick 2ft long sheet of Sub Terrain 
costs about £16 whereas you can find a 7ft 
by 3½ft sheet of Celotex roof insulation for 
about the same price. 

Forming contours is easy, especially 
with Woodland Scenics tools and a sur-
form. If you choose to use the expanded 
polystyrene you get around white goods, 
this is a little messier as you’ll get little 
white balls everywhere!

What tools do I need?
You can cut hard foam with a junior 
hacksaw or razor saw but, for me, 
the must-have tool is Woodland 
Scenics’ Foam Knife. The long, 
sharp blade makes light work of 
foam up to 5cm thick. 
n Once you’ve cut your foam, you can 
shape it with a surform. B&Q offers 
Stanley Surform Planes from £3.37. 
See www.diy.com
n If you have a lot of foam to cut, a hot 
wire cutter can come in very useful. 
Woodland Scenics produces one 
(WST14402, RRP £46.50) 

Tools
◆◆ Sharp knife or saw

◆◆ Surform

NAILED IT!
Woodland Scenics’ 
Foam Nails are 

invaluable when 
working with hard 
foam. For £6.70, you 
get 75 of these 
‘T’-shaped pins that 
hold pieces of foam 
together as the glue dries. 
It’s like having 75 extra hands! 

TOP 

TIP

Peter’s

This is one of the oldest ways to make 
a landscape and it’s difficult to see how it 
will ever be beaten. You simply cut the 
plaster-impregnated cloth into pieces, 
wet it, lay it on the landscape and then 
leave it to dry. Railway modelling doesn’t 
get any easier – although it can get a bit 
messy, but then that’s half the fun!

The cloth does not generally 
require two layers. Once dried it will 
be rigid enough with just one layer. 
Plaster cloth can be used for most 
angles of landscape. 

You can buy plaster cloth from Peco, 
Gaugemaster and Woodland Scenics, as 
well as other craft and hobby stores, such 
as Hobbycraft. You can pay anything 
between £1 (Hobbycraft) to £28.75 
(Woodland Scenics, triple roll) for it. 

TOP TIP

If you have plaster cloth 

left over, wrap it up in an 

airtight plastic bag or 

airtight box. The cloth 

works best when it has 

been kept dry and 

without exposure to 

the air. 

Peter’s

There is no need to cover shaped hard 
foam in plaster cloth. So long as it is 
painted and you apply at least two layers 
of static grass fibres to it, the slightly 
rough surface will disappear.

How do I fix it in place? 
There are two adhesives that 
I turn to immediately when 
working with hard foam. 
Woodland Scenics Foam Tack 
Glue (product code WST1444, 
RRP £12.50) and Unibond’s 
No More Nails (available from 
good hardware stores) are 
perfect for gluing pieces of foam 
together and to the baseboard. 

How do I fix it in place?
You don’t need to worry about it – it will dry to a hard-shell finish in a few hours. It will 
dry more quickly in summer than during the winter. Just remember that the wetter it 
is, the harder it is to handle so hold the piece at each corner so that it stays open 
and does not roll up.

What tools do I need?
A good, stout pair of scissors, to cut the cloth into pieces not larger than 100 sq/cm.

It might seem excessive to spend £23.25 on Woodland Scenics Plaster Cloth 
Modelling Tray (C1194) when you can use an old bucket or bowl but its non-stick 
surface means that the cloth doesn’t stick to it and it’s easy to clean out with warm 
soapy water to leave it as good as new.

Tools ◆◆Stout pair of scissors ◆ Container for water ◆◆Selection of paintbrushes

1 Hard Foam

2 Plaster cloth
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1 hr
MODEL Noch 60302 Wrinkle Rocks 
Wildspitze 45cm by 25.5cm ◆ Price £15.25

00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Gaugemaster 
Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

The basis for my landscape: a sheet of Celotex 

home insulation. If you use this material, peel 

away the metal backing first. 

Cut the foam to shape. Be careful when using 

sharp knives and keep these out of reach of 

children and pets. It’s also recommended to 

wear a mask when cutting foam.

Cut the plaster cloth into manageable pieces 

before dunking each piece, one at a time in 

water. I generally have ½in of water in the 

Modelling Tray. 

I covered the Celotex embankments with 

plaster cloth which gave a good surface to be 

able to paint and them add scenic materials. It 

dried after a couple of hours on a warm day. 
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I used a surform tool to finesse the 

embankment’s shape. I placed a blob of Foam 

Tack Glue in each piece’s corner, weighted it 

down with books and left it for five hours to dry. 

The starting point for scenery is to paint the 

plaster cloth. I applied Woodland Scenics 

Green Undercoat with a 2.5cm DIY paintbrush. 

It was dry within the hour. 

3
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STEP
BY

STEP CAUTION

!

TOP TIP

Be careful how much 

of the sheet you press 

into the glue. I pushed 

a little too much, which 

resulted in a flatter 

finish than I would 

have liked.

Peter’s

Surely Noch Wrinkle Rocks has a catch to 
it? You simply choose from one of five 
different rock faces, which are printed on 
a matt-finished, waterproof and UV-resist-
ant paper, and you scrunch it up in your 
hand. The more you scrunch, the rockier 
the finish. Then glue to your landscape. 

But it’s true: the more I screwed up the 
sheet, the more the detailed surface came 
to life and took on the texture of rocks. 
I was really pleased with the final result.

What tools do I need?
Nothing, other than your hands.

Tools
 ◆ Spreader for glue.

How do I fix it in place? 
Just ordinary white PVA glue, available 
from any hardware store.

3 Noch Wrinkle Rocks
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Having cut the Wrinkle Rocks sheet to size 

using a scalpel and self-healing cutting mat, 

I scrunched and crumpled it in my hands. 

The more you scrunch, the finer the detail. 

To add vegetation, I teased out some green 

Poly Fiber, sprayed it with extra hold 

unscented hairspray and sprinkled on some 

green scatters. 

Apply a few blobs of Woodland Scenics Scenic 

Glue to the back of the sheet to attach it to the 

Celotex landscape. Remember to apply it to 

the landscape crumpled and not flat.

Fix the Poly Fiber in place with Scenic Glue. 

Now you can add grass tufts to the scene, 

more scatter if you like and other details. I’ve 

also given the road its first coat of paint. 

On some areas, I spread some PVA glue and 

sprinkled on Noch sand to represent rough 

land texture. It makes a visual variation 

compared to simply static grass fibres.

The road 

received 

three coats of 

Woodland 

Scenics Asphalt 

paint then 

some random 

static grass 

fibres and 

various scenic 

materials to 

give some 

life to the 

embankments.
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I’d left an area of Celotex free from plaster 

cloth. With the Wrinkle Rocks in place and dry, 

I painted around it with Woodland Scenics 

Brown Undercoat.

9
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To see how it would work on plaster cloth, 

I poured some cheap PVA onto this area of 

embankment and spread it around with 

a paintbrush. 

The PVA dried but it took a lot longer than a ‘quality’ glue such as Scenic Glue. Don’t push as 

much of the Wrinkle Rocks sheet into the glue as I did. It looks rather flat!

The next stage was to paint Static Tac glue 

over the rest of the embankment – aside from 

the rocky area – and plant some medium 

green static grass.
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Mix 2.5 parts plaster to 1 part water. Pour the 

water in first and then add the plaster. Leaving 

it to stand for 2 minutes before stirring 

thoroughly for 2 minutes. 

Mix the plaster thoroughly so that there is no 

more dry powder visible. It needs to have 

a consistency akin to this. 

4 5

Use a house plant sprayer to lightly dampen the 

Shaper Sheet before spreading the plaster on 

top. Spread the plaster evenly but don’t forget to 

add some shape to your landscape. 

6

Shaper Sheet is relatively easy to cut to size 

with sharp scissors. Cut each piece slightly 

larger than you need to compensate for the 

crumpling of the sheet. 

Shape and scrunch the sheet into the desired 

landscape formation then cut off any excess 

material. The fluffy side of the Shaper Sheet 

needs to face upwards on the landscape. 

1 2

I glued the Shaper Sheet onto some hard 

foam supports then used Foam Nails to hold it 

while the glue dried. Shaper Sheet will stand 

up on its own without foam support. 

3

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Woodland Scenics FS644 Static-Tac 
glue, £10.25; WFS618 4mm Static 
Grass Medium Green, £4.80; 
WFP178 Poly Fiber, £3.85; WC1228 
Green Undercoat, £9.55; WC1229 
Earth Undercoat, £9.55; WST1453 
Top Coat Asphalt, £6.70; WT49 
Green Blend Fine Turf, £7.65 
Availability: Bachmann stockists

◆◆ Noch 09235 Medium Sand, £2.45 
Availability: Gaugemaster 
Tel: 01903 884488 
Web: www.gaugemasterretail.com

What you will need

1hr 50mins 
for 0.5sq. m

MODEL Woodland Scenics WC1178 Shaper Sheet; WC1180 
Shaper Sheet Plaster◆◆◆Price WC1178, £15.50; WC1180 £13.50

00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY  

Bachmann stockists

The premise behind Shaper Sheet is 
simple: you have a fluffy, fibrous netting 
fixed to flexible though sturdy metal foil 
that you can scrunch to form a realistic 
rocky finish that’s self-supporting. Then you 
coat the fibrous netting with a special 
plaster to create a hard and permanent 
shell. The foil backing means that Shaper 
Sheet is self-supporting and doesn’t need 
any sort of foundation, such as blocks of 
foam or balls of newspaper. 

Scrunching Shaper Sheet will give it 
a rocky, hill-like effect but to make it look 

What tools do I need?
A stout pair of scissors to cut 
Shaper Sheet.

The Plaster Mixing Set by Woodland 
Scenics is a useful tool because all its 
components can be cleaned with warm 
water and are non-stick (product code 
WC1187, RRP £19.25). it means that you 
don’t have to find a suitable mixing bowl 
or even a spatula for applying the plaster.

How do I fix it in place?
You can peel the gauze away from the 
foil to leave a self-adhesive strip, but it is 
tricky and you can give yourself some 
nasty cuts. I used Woodland Scenics 
Scenic Glue to fix the edges of the 
Shaper Sheet pieces in place.

STEP
BY

STEP

◆◆ Mixing bowl

◆◆ Wide paintbrush

TOOLS
◆◆ Scissors

◆◆ Spatula

more realistic it’s best to use Shaper 
Plaster, which is designed to bond with the 
fibrous finish. You can then shape the 
plaster to your desired look. 

To link flat sections of Shaper Sheet 
together to create longer landscape areas, 
tease the fibre mesh away from shaper 
foil along the connecting edge and 
expose the tacky surface. Pull off the 
gauze backing on the fibre mesh from the 
shaper foil and press the section of 
Shaper Sheet on the tacky surface. Cut 
away any excess Shaper Sheet.

4 Woodland Scenics Shaper Sheet
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Leave 

the 

plaster to dry. 

To prevent 

the white 

finish from 

showing 

through the 

scenery, give 

it a coat of 

paint. In 

this case, 

Woodland 

Scenics 

Brown 

Undercoat 

soaked very 

well into the 

plaster.

I glued some Noch sand to parts of the 

painted landscape and planted 2mm 

Woodland Scenics light green static grass 

to the remainder.

7

8

The finishing touch was again some Poly Fiber 

sprayed with hairspray and then covered with 

scatter, in this case Woodland Scenics 

Blended Turf Green Blend.

9

TOP TIP

It is best to mist the 

base material with 

water before applying 

the plaster so that it 

will bond with the 

surface.

Peter’s

Other Woodland 
Scenics Products
Woodland Scenics produces a Hot Wire 
Foam Cutter (ST14402) which is useful if 
you have a lot of foam to shape. There is 
also a Woodland Scenics Foam Cutter 
Bow and Guide (ST1437)

The company also produces a Foam 
Knife (ST1433) with a useful 5cm blade 
that is a good way to cut through 
Celotex or other foam sheets. Spare 
blades are available (ST1434) and it’s 
worth having them in stock before 
starting a large project – the blades 
come in a pack of four.

The Foam Knife cuts easily through 
Celotex or other foam. I find Celotex to 
be a lot less messy to work with than 
white packing foam which is very 
crumbly and takes a long time to clear 
up. Cutting through foam pieces with the 
Foam Knife is easy if the blade is sharp. 

Woodland Scenics Foam Tack Glue 
(ST 1444) fixes the hard foam pieces 
together. It comes ready-mixed in 
a 12fl oz plastic bottle. It’s useful for 
working with all polystyrene and also 
as a modelling filler. White PVA glue 
can be used as an alternative but it does 
not dry so quickly.

Woodland Scenics Foam Nails (T-Pin 
ST1432) are useful where you have to 
hold pieces of hard foam together as the 
adhesive dries.
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T
he movement of chemicals is one of 

those freight flows you don’t often 

see replicated in miniature. In fact, 

you don’t see as much chemical 

traffic on Britain’s railway today, thanks to the 

reduction in the amount a business is allowed 

to store, the decline in Britain’s heavy 

industry and the end of the Speedlink 

wagon-load service in 1991. Petrochemical 

traffic still remains fairly buoyant but you see 

less, for example, anhydrous ammonia 

(liquid ammonia), being moved by rail, as 

well as other highly toxic, corrosive and 

flammable materials used in the 

manufacture of pharmaceuticals, fertilizers, 

phosphates, fermentation, explosives, dyes 

and man-made fibres.

The only commercial and readily available 

modern chemical tankers in ‘N’ (until the 

N Gauge Society’s TTA kit came along) 

were the Peco 45t monobloc four-wheel 

tankers. I’m not sure that the liveries they 

carried – Albright & Wilson phosphoric acid 

and CMC sulphuric acid – were entirely 

accurate or authentic. 

More recently, Graham Farish has produced 

its 14t and 45t 4w tankers in ICI maroon and 

ICI Methanol liveries. In addition, some 

overseas models are available. 

The chemical tank’s bright and unusual 

livery can form an eye-catching and unusual 

addition to an ‘N’ gauge layout, even if it’s just 

a single wagon in a train. 

But with a limited choice of ready-to-run 

models and kits, modellers need to resort to 

kit-building, kit-bashing and scratchbuilding 

to produce an accurate fleet of modern 

chemical tanks – and what follows is how 

I built four common types. The beauty of 

the world of chemical wagons is that you 

can produce one from simply repainting 

an RTR wagon or undertake a complex 

scratchbuilding project depending on your 

ability. I certainly had fun with these projects 

and I can take pleasure knowing that I have 

whole rakes and individual wagons that few 

others are likely to have. 

Longing for more variety in your ‘N’ gauge tank wagons? Grahame Hedges shows 
you how to model four common types.

CUSTOMISE ‘N’ 
GAUGE WAGONS

HOW TO 
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RESEARCH RESOURCES
Research is essential for accuracy. You need to obtain details of everything from 
the liveries to any modifications the wagons might have received. Wagon expert 

Paul Bartlett’s website is invaluable (www.paulbartlett.zenfolio.com) and drawings 
can be found at Barrowmore Model Railway Group’s site (www.barrowmoremrg.co.uk/
prototype.html). Don’t forget printed materials and works from the likes of Roger Tourret 
and Peter Tatlow et al are highly recommended. And you never know what information 
your modelling friends and colleagues have squirrelled away.

TOP 

TIP
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4
hrs

MODEL N Gauge Society Kit No. 37 
TTA Chemical Tanker ◆ Price £22.10

N
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY NGS members 

Visit www.ngaugesociety.org

What are they? The N Gauge 
Society’s TTA kit depicts small 
diameter tank barrels on a 15ft two-axle 
air-braked chassis. They seem to be the 
‘standard’ 1965 Charles Robert design 
for chlorine tanks. 
What I built: The kit, as supplied, can be 
built as one of several options with 
appropriate ends, fillers and catwalks. 
I’ve built two – one branded as ICI 
Chlor-Chemicals to represent diagram 
TT051J, built and registered by Charles 
Roberts 1967 in white livery, and one 
caustic soda wagon with conical ends as 
diagram TT072A, also built by Charles 
Roberts 1967, in black livery.
How did I build it? Each kit includes 
a Graham Farish TTA wagon to provide 
a donor chassis. You need to remove the 
body and ladders, including the lower 
white step sections, and you need to glue 
the buffer override protectors in place. 

Assembly is straightforward and the 
provision of a RTR chassis, complete with 
wheels and couplings, makes that part of 
construction easy and quick. All the 
necessary decals are included, as are 
instructions that feature an exploded 
diagram of the main body parts. The 
necessary parts will vary depending on 
the option you have chosen to build so 
make sure that you select and remove the 
correct ones from the sprues and etches. 

Take care when joining the two tank 

TOOLS NEEDED
 ◆ Swann-Morton No. 3 handle and 
10a blades

 ◆ Fine razor saw

 ◆ Selection of files 

 ◆ Selection of sanding sticks

 ◆ Tweezers

 ◆ Fine-jawed pliers

 ◆ Microshears

 ◆ Pin vice and bits

 ◆ Cross-head screwdriver

What you will need

halves. On mine, the internal locating 
ridges were not moulded centrally, which 
would have made the tank lop-sided. 
To ensure they could be glued centrally on 
the barrel body ends, I cut away the 
location ridges. Even so, there was still 
some all-round overhang that needed a lot 
of filling and filing to get square and true.

There are different etched parts for the 
wagon depending on the version you 
have chosen. Cut from the etch and 
remove the ‘pips’ with a file. Fix the parts 
in place with cyanoacrylate. 

Above: I found that the cut-outs in the top platform 

to go around the filler cap were a little small. For 

the caustic soda tank’s longer catwalk, the cut-out 

hole was even smaller and would not fit over the 

supplied filler cap, so I had to make a smaller filler 

cap from styrene tube and sheet.

Right: I primed the bodies, applied the basic colours 

and then test-fitted them to the chassis.

The NGS kit, complete with donor chassis, decals 

and etched metal and plastic parts. Why not use the 

redundant tank from the Farish wagon as a scenic 

fixed fuel store? The kit also included parts to build 

a bund wall. 

Several batches (1965 TRL 51410-51434, 1966-7 TRL 

51561-51585, 1967-8 TRL 51649-51723), owned by Tiger 

Rail, were built initially for ICI, but were later trans-

ferred to Hays Chemicals in 1985. PAUL BARTLETT

1 TTA CHEMICAL 
TANK
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What are they? Fauvet-Girel built 24 
(STS 78654-78679) 88t pressurised TCA tank 
wagons for Fisons Fertilisers in 1973-76. 
They were transferred to ICI’s agricultural 
division in the mid-1980s. 
What I built: The models were a basic and quick 
adaptation of the Farish TEA 100t bogie tankers. 

2.5
hrs

MODEL Poole-era Graham Farish TEA 
bogie tank ◆ Price Second-hand only

N
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Second-hand 
specialists or www.ebay.co.uk

I’d recommend buying the distinctive 

solebar handbrake wheels from N Brass 

Loco (product code 23265, RRP £4.20). 

To make the orange lines, use Fox 

Transfers FBLO4 orange bands, which 

are 4mm deep. You’ll need to cut these 

down to 2.5mm deep.

ICI anhydrous ammonia tank wagon STS78678 

at Immingham in November 1986. They have 

distinctive wide sloping continuous solebars that 

are painted green and a cylindrical tank body 

in the standard white with orange stripe livery. 

PAUL BARTLETT

2 TCA FAUVET-GIREL ANHYDROUS 
AMMONIA BOGIE TANKER

How did I build it? I removed the 
moulded catwalks and filler hatches and 
filled the holes, sanding them smooth. 
The Gloucester GPS bogies are available as 
one-piece mouldings and the sloping sole 
bar is just a strip of Plastikard with some 
added relief detail. 

TOP 

TIP
ARMCHAIR 
PLANNING
Before you start any 

project, plan your build 
sequence and methodology. 
I spent more time in my armchair 
working out the various stages 
and how they would affect each 
other and go together. It is 
important not to do things at an 
early stage that will make a later 
stage difficult or awkward.
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STEP 1  The bodies were Farish 
TEAs with the catwalks and tank 
fillers removed and filed 

smooth. The TEA barrel is the 
correct diameter, but it’s too long so I cut 
them to scale length.

STEP 2  I re-used the barrel end caps but 
because the gas tanks have more 
rounded domed ends, I carefully filed the 
ends to form a more correct profile 
although (than the Farish TEA fuel tanks) 
they were also shaped by careful filing, 
although there is a limit to this, otherwise 
the plastic would get too thin and 
possibly be penetrated.

STEP 3  The chassis was completely 
scratchbuilt. I made three ‘U’-shaped 
channel sub-chassis parts from pieces of 
styrene sheet to hold the tanks. The solid 
floor section was deliberately shorter 
than the sides so that it couldn’t be seen 
at the ends of the tank which are open-
framed on the prototype. Evergreen 
square section strip formed the 

STEP
BY

STEP

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ N Gauge Society NGSB0011 
Gloucester GPS22 bogies, £4.60 
Availability: Only available to 
N Gauge Society members

TOOLS
◆◆ Swann-Morton No. 3 handle & 10a 
blades

◆◆ Fine razor saw

◆◆ Selection of files 

◆◆ Selection of sanding sticks

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Fine-jawed pliers

◆◆ Microshears

◆◆ Pin vice and bits

What you will need

strengthening fillets at the joint and 
would also form part of the end framing.

STEP 4  I cut bufferbeams from more 
styrene and glued them in place. There are 
also double protruding body lifting lugs on 
each side of the solebar above the bogie 
pivot points. These were also cut from 
Plastikard and glued in place.

STEP 5  Bogie mounting bosses were added. 
I double-checked that the wagon wouldn’t 
end up over scale height and would run OK. 
These were formed from plastic tube fitted 
in to a hole drilled in to a 0.5mm plastic card 
rectangular base with a length of 0.5mm 
half-round strip either side oriented across 
the wagon at one end and along the length 
of the wagon at the other to compensate. 
I fabricated the central unloading control 
valve cabinets from plastic card as open 
boxes and the cylinders filed to shape from 
rod, wrapped with thin strips of masking 
tape and glued to a thin plastic card base.

STEP 6  I fitted NGS plastic buffers (filed to a 

more correct profile) and etched draw 
hooks to the bufferbeams. The etched 
brake-wheel was glued to a length of 
wire with cyano, which I glued into a hole 
I’d drilled into the solebar. The brake 
wheels located below the solebar were 
glued to a length of wire that was then 
glued on to a support made from plastic 
card. The whole frame was given a coat 
of grey primer.

STEP 7  For the end walkways, I modified 
some TPM’s LPG tank conversion etches. 
They were completed as sub-assemblies 
before gluing in place. At the walkway end 
of the tank, there is a sliding hatch cover 
and at the other end is a circular inspection 
hatch bolted in place. The circular hatches 
were represented with solid etched brake 
wheels glued in place and the sliding hatch 
covers were cut from plastic card with the 
small grab handles bent up from wire and 
glued in to drilled holes.

STEP 8  The bodies and chassis/underframe 
were painted separately as they are 
predominantly different colours. The orange 
band was added as a decal, which saves the 
need for tricky masking and painting, along 
with other transfers such as TOPS and 
Hazchem panels, wagon numbers and 
overhead warnings on the ends, builders’ 
plates and owner (STS).

STEP 9  When dry, the completed sections 
were given a coat of matt varnish from an 
aerosol to seal the decals and give a more 
realistic patina. Finally, the two assemblies 
were glued together and the bogies added 
to complete the wagons.

2
STEP

6
STEP

7
STEP
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What are they? Eleven batches of 
these 40-45t LPG two-axle tank 
wagons were built between 1967-86 
by builders such as Charles Roberts 
and Metropolitan-Cammell for Shell 
Mex and BP. They do not have ladders and 
catwalks as they are filled and unloaded 
from valves located under the tank barrel. 
Most, but not all, have over-ride protection 
above the end head-stocks.
What I built: I made two LPG TTAs from an 
old Graham Farish 100t TEA body.
How did I build it? The chassis is an 
old Peco 15ft plate wagon kit, which 
is not fully accurate, scale-wise. 
I used TPM LPG etched end and 

Liquefied 

petroleum 

gas: (butane 

or propane)

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ Peco KNR-5 15ft Plate Wagon kit, 
£4.41 Availability: Peter’s Spares 
Tel: 01642 909794 
Web: www.petersspares.com

◆◆ Brass Locos 28121 Oleo Buffers, 
£2.70 Availability: N Brass Loco 
Tel: 01384 250478 
Web: www.nbrasslocos.co.uk

◆◆ Graham Farish 379-410 Wagon 
Wheels, £12.42 Availability: 
Peter’s Spares Tel: 01642 909794 
Web: www.petersspares.com

TOOLS
◆◆ Swann-Morton No. 3 handle and 
10a blades

◆◆ Fine razor saw

◆◆ Selection of files 

◆◆ Selection of sanding sticks

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Fine-jawed pliers

◆◆ Microshears

◆◆ Pin vice and bits

What you will need

3 TTA LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM 
GAS (LPG) TANK

side hatches, N Brass buffers, and 
some new Graham Farish metal wheels 
to replace the plastic Peco ones. It was 
fairly straightforward to put it all 
together as new wagons. 

The decals were from Fox, along with a few bespoke 

extras. One of the completed wagons was weath-

ered with some MIG powders and water-based ink 

to give it a worn and scruffy look. 

The 

buffer over-

ride protection 

plates and corner lockers 

were fabricated from styrene strip.

Rebuilt LPG wagon 

SUKO59543 at Gloucester in 

November 1989. Owing to an 

increase in demand for LPG, 

many have been refurbished 

and converted to air-braking. 

PAUL BARTLETT 
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You can bring some chemical wagon variety to 

your layout by using overseas models from Arnold 

(illustrated), Fleischmann and Roco to represent 

vehicles used on ferry services to the UK. Bear in 

mind, however, that these models are made to 1:160 

scale and not the 1:148 scale of British ‘N’.

4 TDB VINYL CHLORIDE MONOMER 
BOGIE TANKER

Below: Not all ‘chemical’ wagons are in the 

mandatory Railway Group Standard white and 

orange stripe livery for liquefied and pressurised 

gases. Other less hazardous non-pressurised 

chemical and load carrying wagons can be seen 

in a variety of colours. For example, the NGS kit 

suggests a blue livery to represent a sulphuric 

acid-carrying wagon and an ochre and black livery 

for molasses wagons. MARK LAMBERT

Originally the vinyl chloride livery included the words ‘BP Chemicals’ in 

large lettering above the orange band at the right-hand end with the BP 

shield logo at the other. However, when they were refurbished in the 1980s, 

they were outshopped in the pressurised chemicals mandatory white 

body with mid-height orange band, but without any branding, 

and the black solebars relieved with white 

details and railings. PAUL BARTLETT

Sourcing TPM parts

Unfortunately, Taylor Precision Models 
aren’t generally available now but 
proprietor Bernard Taylor will supply if 
he is contacted direct and he has any left 
(bernard@tpmodels.co.uk). TPM parts do 
turn up second-hand, so it’s worth 
scouring second-hand stalls or eBay. 
Finally, you might be able to modify 
alternative products from the N Brass 
Loco (www.nbrasslocos.co.uk) or Ultima 
(www.ultima-models.co.uk) ranges.

SHOPPING LIST
◆◆ N Gauge Society NGSB0002 Cast 
Y25C bogies, £4.60 Availability: 
Only available to NGS members. 
Visit www.ngaugesociety.org to find 
out how to join 

◆◆ N Brass Locos 28121 Oleo Buffers, 
£2.70 Availability: N Brass Loco 
Tel: 01384 250478 
Web: www.nbrasslocos.co.uk

◆◆ Graham Farish 379-410 Wagon 
Wheels, £12.42 Availability: 
Peter’s Spares Tel: 01642 909794 
Web: www.petersspares.com

◆◆ N-Wheelz WH001 6.2mm plain disc 
x10, £10.00 Availability: N-Train 
Web: www.n-train.net 

TOOLS
◆◆ Swann-Morton No. 3 handle and 
10a blades

◆◆ Fine razor saw

◆◆ Selection of files 

◆◆ Selection of sanding sticks

◆◆ Tweezers

◆◆ Fine-jawed pliers

◆◆ Microshears

◆◆ Pin vice and bits

What you will need

What are they? Vinyl chloride monomer 
is highly toxic, flammable and 
carcinogenic and is chiefly used to 
make polymer polyvinyl chloride (PVC). 
BREL built 13 bogie tank wagons for BR 
Chemicals and they’re now owned by 
Storage & Transportation Systems. 
What I built: This is the most 
complex of the four wagons, with 
a kit‑bashed body, scratchbuilt chassis 
and RTR bogies. 
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Cymric creation
Father-and-son team Darren and Nigel Glasson have combined forces to 

create this bustling Welsh layout. 
Words: Chris Gadsby  Photography: Chris Nevard



‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT NEWVADDON PARKWAY

What 
makes this 
layout great?

This layout is very busy, but anyone who follows railway news will know that’s exactly how it should be, with the lines pushed to capacity. As well as the trains there are plenty of details to keep the viewer interested and, if you see the layout at an exhibition, it’s always worth another visit on your way out as you may well see different stock from the first time around.

“

”
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT NEWVADDON PARKWAY

nyone who has spent time riding the rails 

in South Wales will be well aware of 

hearing both Welsh and English 

announcements on the public address 

system as they wait to board at one of the stations. 

With trains arriving or departing from Cardiff 

Central approximately every five minutes, there can 

certainly be a lot of announcements! South Wales has 

always been a perfect place to find a wide variety of 

locomotives and rolling stock, from the modern 

hybrids to 30-year-old single cars with rock-hard 

seating and deafening flange squeal. Certainly, for 

Darren Glasson, Newport is his favourite place to 

watch the real thing, so it’s natural that his Welsh 

‘N’ gauge model railway would use that as his 

inspiration. But in a family of ‘OO’ gauge modellers, 

how exactly did Darren come to model in 1:148 scale?

“The short answer is that I saw a couple of 

‘N’ gauge models at an exhibition and I liked the 

look of them. I turned to my dad Nigel and said 

‘if I buy these models, will you build me a layout to 

run them on?’ As chairman of the Redruth Model 

Railway Club, he has plenty of experience 

building layouts, whereas I am much more at 

home designing them.”

Regular travellers to the west side of the River 

A

2

3



www.model-rail.co.uk
79

Some of the trees have been hand-built from wire 
and others are shop-bought, stripped down and 
rebuilt so that they don’t look identical.

The wash plant is larger than normal. Two kits have 
been joined together with a third, scratchbuilt 
section to make a longer wash plant.

The street lights were bought directly from China 
and, although they are small, fragile and quite 
cheap, they give off an impressive amount of light.

1

2

3

things we like34
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Severn won’t recognise the 

area too much, as although 

Darren took his inspiration from 

Wales’ third most-used railway station, 

he’s mixed it with several aspects of his home 

county of Cornwall.

“Building the layout has given us quite an 

interesting mix of styles. Since the location is 

fictitious, we didn’t have to be too concerned with 

replicating a location, so we’ve been able to employ 

an ‘it looks nice so let’s go for it’ mentality. That’s 

also how the name ‘Newvaddon Parkway’ was 

derived. We took the ‘New’ from Newport, the 

‘vaddon’ represents the Cornish section of the layout 

and ‘Parkway’ is for the off-scene power station. 

All of the branch lines run to various Cornish ports.”

TREADING THE BOARDS
“‘Newvaddon Parkway’ is comprised of four 4ft by 

3ft baseboards, which makes the layout easy to 

transport when on the circuit, although it is 

primarily operated in the club room. We use three 

analogue Gaugemaster Model W controllers to 

operate the layout with one doing the Up line, one 

the Down line and one the branches. We decided to 

isolate the station so that we can have something 

stationary there and allow other trains to pass it so 

that it doesn’t block the whole layout. Similarly, the 

freight trains can wait in loops to allow passenger 

trains to 

pass them.”

While the boards 

can be erected in 

around ten minutes, it takes 

Darren about an hour to load up 

enough stock for an event! He can run 

anything from 1995 to the present day and 

has a large enough collection to be able to run 

a 1990s scene on a Saturday and a 2010s scene on the 

Sunday of a two-day exhibition.

“I have got it down to a fine art now because 

everyone is keen to get home at the end of an 

exhibition weekend. It takes a long time to carefully 

load the models back into their boxes, so what I like 

Cornwall is a tourist hotspot, so Darren and Nigel had to have 

somebody towing a caravan somewhere on the layout. However, 

as neither of them particularly like caravans they decided to put 

it out of the way on the muddy track in the corner!

7

6
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The platforms are about six feet long 

to accommodate trains of prototypical 

length, but Darren and Nigel are thinking 

of extending the layout at one end to give 

the trains more of a run before they get to 

the station, rather than arriving as soon as 

they have left the tunnel. 

5

8



9
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to do is to pack away the models throughout Sunday 

afternoon as the number of visitors drops. By the end 

of the exhibition, all of the models are already away 

apart from a few DMUs, and then, once 5pm arrives, 

it doesn’t take long to pack up the last few models 

and get on the road.”

‘Newvaddon Parkway’ took two years to build, 

predominantly because Nigel, who did the majority 

of the building work, wanted everything to be to an 

exhibition standard.

“I suppose that’s the mindset you get into when 

you’re dealing with exhibitions a lot of the time and 

are the chairman of a club with exhibition layouts. 

We always knew that we wanted to go to a few 

exhibitions, so I wanted to make sure we didn’t omit 

any necessary details. It’s amazing how much you 

need to add in to make something look right!”

This becomes apparent when you observe the finer 

details of the layout. For example, Nigel added 

a speed camera and then realised that he needed to 

add the lines on the road. This led to him finding 

11

10
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT NEWVADDON PARKWAY

1

13
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15

When we aren’t down in the club room 

tinkering with a layout, Darren and I enjoy 

travelling, often making trips to Eastleigh to 

view prototype trains.

Gauge and scale: ‘N’

Size: 16ft by 3ft

FACTFILE: 
‘NEWVADDON PARKWAY’

MODELLER CV:  
DARREN AND 
NIGEL GLASSON

a local camera and counting the number of lines 

on the prototype. Similarly, once cable trunking 

was added at the side of the tracks, wires, AWS 

systems and relay boxes were all required and 

the introduction of a burger van made tables and 

bins necessary.

‘N’-HANCED
A quick flick through the pages of Britain’s Model 

Trains over the last few years will reveal that the 

range of ‘N’ gauge models has been increasing at 

a decent rate. However, Darren still found it 

difficult to find exactly what he wanted for 

‘Newvaddon Parkway.’

“Even though the range is increasing it isn’t 

primarily in the multiple unit areas, so I have a lot of 

models on pre-order and have had to make some 

modifications to some of them to get the model 

I wanted. My Network Rail train, for example, has 

been wrapped in vinyl to look the way it does. This 

difficulty isn’t just with the models as it’s also hard 

to find ballast that’s fine enough to look realistic on 

an ‘N’ gauge layout. We sourced ours from a local 

“It’s hard to find ballast that looks 
realistic on an ‘N’ gauge layout”

The station has a base of wood 

with a plastic card shell, and the 

buildings are predominantly modified 

kits with canopies added. Plastic card 

details have also been included to 

ensure that the buildings at ‘Newvaddon 

Parkway’ look different from other kits.

12
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Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

13



86 Model Rail 282 January 2021

‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT NEWVADDON PARKWAY

quarry which was able to make it small enough for 

us. That’s not to say ‘N’ gauge doesn’t have its 

advantages. All of the coal wagons were filled 

using just one lump of real coal, so we were able to 

save money in other areas!”

Modern layouts are notoriously expensive to build 

because of the necessity for long trains and multiple 

units which, even in ‘N’ gauge, come with a hefty 

price tag. It appears as though this is the way plenty 

of modellers are choosing to go nowadays though, as 

a lack of space coupled with a shift in what new 

modellers remember from their childhood mean that 

layouts closer to the present day are increasing in 

number. Spend time making everything look exactly 

right as Darren and Nigel have done and you’ll be 

met with hearty congratulations. Or, as the Welsh 

put it, llongyfarchiadau! 

“All of the coal wagons were filled 
using just one lump of real coal”

15

14

16
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everal years ago, I undertook a series of four 
6ft by 4ft baseboard designs; end-to-end with 
a circular run-round loop, main line crossing 
on the level, a triangular junction and 

a wraparound console. Although they shared the 
standard baseboard size, I’d moved away from the 
traditional idea of an oval of track with a few scenic 
goods sidings or station in the centre. 

They are among my all-time favourites, not only for 
their use of space but also artistic interpretation, 
showing that it’s relatively easy to make a train set look 
like a railway. Most satisfyingly, judging by demand 
from modellers for further information, it’s been 

The ‘six-by-four’ footprint is a classic choice for a train set, but 
it also offers plenty of potential for a more serious layout. 

Paul A. Lunn presents four diverse layout ideas.

S
a popular series over the years and one I’ve always 
wanted to revisit. 

VARIATIONS ON A THEME
I think there has always been a widely held view that 
you can’t represent a prototype in a ‘toy’ space and 
while not an easy concept, it’s not beyond the realms of 
possibility. It’s quite simple to develop a range of 
alternative layout ideas in the same 6ft by 4ft space, to 
create a diverse range of possibilities. Some examples 
are illustrated here, inspired by Rowntree at York, 
Skelmanthorpe Station and Emley Moor Colliery, along 
with Brading and Bembridge on the Isle of Wight.

Masterplan Inspiration
Track plans to get you thinking in three dimensions

Photography and artwork: Paul A. Lunn

6’ BY 4’ 
SOLUTIONS
a variety of ideas
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PLAN 1 – NUCLEAR 
WASTE BRANCH
The first new offering comprises a through main line 
with modest junction to a nearby nuclear waste 
terminal and, while completely fictitious, takes 
oodles of inspiration from the Ffestiniog branch in 
North Wales. 

An end-to-end plan in ‘U’-shaped format, it has 
modest non-scenic sidings at each end. Although 
short, the sidings are perfect for the anticipated 
stock. Unusually, backscenes are at both ends, 
hiding non-scenic sidings, therefore you can glimpse 
both sides of the scenic baseboard, partly masked 
by raised ground and tree grouping, in one continu-
ous vista. The station loop is sufficient for the longest 
anticipated train and the branch can be shunted 
without encroaching upon the main line.

Above right: The nuclear waste terminal was a little way from 

the power station, flasks being transferred between the two 

by road. Sometime around the mid-1970s, 25167 received a 

full-side scrape down the isolating switch side of the body, 

additionally, its general condition was poor. It was broken up 

in 1984. Staff having a discussion make a nice little cameo and 

could be easily grouped around an awaiting lorry, rather than 

hanging incongruously out of, or nearby the loco, especially 

when it sets off. 

Right: Before the days of barrier vehicles, trains consisted 

of a loco (25167), nuclear flask wagon and a standard BR 

brake van. Such a consist is particularly ideal for small-space 

layouts like this.
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Masterplan Inspiration

◆ ST-200 x 9
◆ ST-201 x 10
◆ ST-203 x 16
◆ ST- 204 x 2
◆ ST-225 x 9
◆ ST-226 x 3

◆ ST-227 x 6
◆ ST-240 x 6
◆ ST-241 x 3
◆ ST-244 x 2
◆ ST-245 x 2

ROLLING STOCK 
CAPACITY
• A – two-car DMU 
appropriate to region.
• B – Nuclear flask wagon 
and brake van (approxi-
mately 1’ long), RNA barrier 
wagon, nuclear flask wagon 
and RNA barrier wagon 
(approximately 19in long) 
or gunpowder vans 
(Dapol), 4 x wagons and 
a brake van (approximately 
20in long). 
• C – Permanent way stock 
– Wickham trolley (approxi-
mately 3in long).
• D – Locomotives, Class 24 
and 25, relevant for 
Ffestiniog-type operation 
(both approximately 8½in long), or any 
other Bo-Bo according to region. There 
is sufficient space in non-scenic sidings 
at each end for a tank engine-hauled 
two-coach steam special.
• All Bachmann products unless 
otherwise stated.

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

Flask Wagon FNA 550047, situ-

ated nearest camera with cover 

open. Behind in order are; FNA 

550041, FNA 550028 and FNA 

550059, all built by Procor, Lot 

4063, dating from 1988 to 1999. 

Ratio’s Overhead Traversing 

Crane 546 would be an ideal 

accessory for setting this scene.

Below left: A very late evening at 

Llandanwg Halt, hence the grainy 

but very relevant image of sta-

tion detail and passing Wickham 

trolley on March 22 1976

Below: Making Tracks, Paul A. 

Lunn, Atlantic Publishers, 

ISBN: 9781902827223, 

contains a chapter on nuclear 

waste trains and layouts, 

focusing on Dungeness and 

Trawsfynedd. Copies, priced at 

£5 including postage, can 

be obtained by emailing 

paullunndzine@gmail.com
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l Each square represents 1ft.

ROLLING STOCK CAPACITY
• A – Two-car Class 101 DMU (Hornby or 
Bachmann). 
• B – Depending on period, 7 x vent vans 
and a BR brake van (approximately 32in 
long) or 5 x VDA vans (approximately 
35in long) with white-painted roofs to 
deflect summer heat and protect the 
chocolate loads, some train splitting will 
be involved depending on which 
sidings/loops are used.
• C – BR Class 08 (Hornby or Bachmann) 
and Class 20, or steam classes ‘B1’, ‘J27’ 
(Oxford Rail), ‘J72’, ‘J94’ (EFE), ‘K1’ 
(Hornby). Rowntree’s own diesels took 
over from steam in the late 1950s/early 
1960s; Ruston and Hornsby Class 88DS 
number 421419, 165DE No. 423, Ruston 
Hornsby 88DS No. 4324079 and 4wDM 
441934. Model Rail ’s forthcoming 
Ruston PWM is certainly going to be 
worth a look and Hornby’s stretched 
Bagnall would fit the bill. By the 1980s, 
Rowntree had at least had a ‘modern’ 
Ruston 432479 and Thomas Hill 
Vanguard 285V on site and again, with 
neither available ready-to-run, Hornby’s 
Sentinel would look the part.
• All Bachmann products unless 
otherwise stated.

PLAN 2 – ROWNTREE BRANCH

◆ ST-200 x 9
◆ ST-201 x 5
◆ ST-203 x 18
◆ ST-225 x 7
◆ ST-226 x 5
◆ ST-227 x 4
◆ ST-231 x 6

◆ ST-240 x 4
◆ ST-241 x 2
◆ ST-244 x 2
◆ ST-245 x 6
◆ ST-250 x 1*
◆ NSP x 1

Inspired by the Rowntree branch and factory at York, 
this is probably the most sophisticated of the four 
designs, with four loops, one partially on the 
non-scenic section, and kick-back access into the 
locomotive shed via a diamond crossing. There is 
need for a non-standard piece of track on the inner 
station loop, which arises from more prototypical 
track spacing in the top three loops, between curved 
points at each end. Slightly more than half the 
baseboard is scenically divided by a representation 
of the main Rowntree factory, a red brick and 
concrete structure. Ideally, non-scenic single track, 
extreme left, would be most useful as a cassette, one 
of several, so that trains from the Derwent Valley 
Light Railway (DVLR) and Fosse Island branch can 
both be represented.

* A short packing piece of track will 
probably be required between the 
diamond crossing and point to the left.

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

Above: Rowntree’s factory, as it faces onto the 

branch line, was referred to as the Almond Block and 

extension, dating from 1911. It was a large reinforced 

concrete-framed building, clad with smooth red brick 

in English Garden Wall Bond and ashlar York stone for 

decorative features. The left-hand section seen here 

has been demolished.

This overall view, from Haxby Road Bridge, shows all the main 

features of the layout; Rowntree’s Halt to the rear, entrance into 

the factory (right of the signal), vegetation, hut and stream.

Above: Rowntree’s No. 3, Ruston and 

Hornsby 4wDM 441934, preserved 

at the Derwent Valley Light Railway. 

JONATHAN STOCKWELL

Below: Backdating to steam days 

would show that ‘J25’ and ‘J27s’ 

were the mainstay of locomotive 

power on the DVLR and Fosse Island 

Branch, respectively.
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Masterplan Inspiration

PLAN 3 – SKELMANTHORPE AND EMLEY MOOR COLLIERY

ROLLING STOCK CAPACITY
• A – two-car DMU, Class 101 (Hornby or 
Bachmann) and Class 110 (Hornby).
• B – 10 x 16T mineral wagons (to be used 
in two trains of five, one empty one full) 
plus a BR brake.
• C – Permanent way stock – Wickham 
trolley.
• D – BR classes 37 and 40 or, in steam 
days, WD ‘Austerity’ and Fowler Class 4 
tank (Hornby) with 2 x 57ft coaches. 
Emley Moor Colliery NCB locomotives 
comprised three steam 0-4-0s and 
three diesel 0-4-0s and are well 
documented in Industrial Locomotives of 

Yorkshire, Part A, Compiled by 
V.J. Bradley, ISBN: 9781901556261. 
In the absence of anything ready-to-run, 
a Peckett 0-4-0ST or Bagnall 0-4-0 diesel 
(both Hornby) would suffice. 
• All Bachmann products unless otherwise 
stated.

Skelmanthorpe was the only through-station on the 
Clayton West Branch and consisted of a handful of 
short sidings and a junction to Emley Moor Colliery. 
While the design is much compressed, particularly in 
the section between the station and Shelly Wood-
house Tunnel, it captures the salient features of the 
prototype well. BR trains would travel from the main 
line to Clayton West to run-round and pick up/drop off 
Skelmanthorpe stock on the return journey. 

In model form, a loco-hauled empty wagon train 
would pull into the right-hand side non-scenic sidings, 
the locomotive would uncouple and be driven into 
Siding B and wagons pushed into Siding A by hand. 
The engine would then pull into Siding D and the 
guards van can now be uncoupled and pushed by 
hand on to Siding B. The train can now be reassem-
bled into the correct formation for departure. 

An NCB locomotive would have already positioned 
full wagons either on the colliery curve or in the two 
short station sidings and then parked in the short 
headshunt. Leaving the brake van on the main line, the 
BR train of empties would then pull forward in order to 
reverse to pick up the loaded wagons, the whole consist 
would then pull out onto the main line, reverse back up 
to the guard’s van. Empties would then be uncoupled 
and placed on the colliery line. The BR locomotive then 
returns to the main line, reversing onto the full wagons 
and departing for the non-scenic sidings, left. NCB 
traction can then push empty wagons back to the 
colliery screens for filling, in reality done by hand, on 
any of three short non-scenic sections marked ‘E’. 
Locomotives can also ‘run-round’ on these sections, 
moving from one track to another by hand. 

◆ ST-200 x 12
◆ ST-201 x 9
◆ ST-203 x 25
◆ ST-204 x 1
◆ ST-225 x 5
◆ ST-226 x 5

◆ ST-227 x 2
◆ ST-230 x 2
◆ ST-240 x 8
◆ ST-241 x 4
◆ ST-245 x 1

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

Right: Inbound Class 37 near 

Skelmanthorpe on its way 

to Clayton West. Note the 

solitary 21t re-bodied hopper 

wagon, awaiting pickup 

on the return journey, on 

March 10 1973.

Far right: There’s not quite 

enough space on the layout 

to replicate junction track-

work into Emley Moor Col-

liery. However, this is one of 

my favourite scenes, packed 

with detail and varied scenic 

textures, on March 16 1978.

Above: Skelmanthorpe Station in much-diminished status, used infrequently, as the solitary 

passenger implies. Access was via a wooden staircase from Station Road Bridge, down onto the 

platform, March 16 1978.
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PLAN 4 – BRADING STATION, ISLE OF WIGHT
Thanks to a group of volunteers and a little bit of 
careful photography, it’s so easy to imagine that 
you’re way back in steam days, waiting for a connect-
ing train to Bembridge. I’ve had to resort to fictitious 
bridges and a tunnel for view-blocking non-scenic 
sections. Both parts of the plan, junction and branch 
terminus, reflect prototype arrangements, except for 
coal siding orientation and a turntable at Bembridge, 
which is easier to omit for entry-level modelling. 

NOTES TO ALL PLANS

• All track components are listed as Peco products 
but can be substituted with Hornby track or similar. 
Please note that where two ST-203s occur together, 
these can be substituted with an ST-202 
• ‘P’ indicates power supply to track.
• All track plans use second radius curves 
unless shown otherwise with a 1 or 3 nearby, first 

WHAT’S
NEXT?
Paul provides more 
variations on the 
6ft by 4ft theme 
next month.

and third radius respectively.
• ‘NSP’ indicates Non-Standard Piece of track, 
requires cutting to length.
• Peco Loco Lifts are suggested for ease of 
transferring/turning locomotives and stock.
• Each square on all plans represents 1ft.
• ‘ISO’ – Isolating standard straight.

ROLLING STOCK CAPACITY
• A – 2 x 57ft Southern Railway coaches 
(Hornby) and an Adams Class 02 0-4-4T 
(Kernow). 
• B – 2 x Southern Railway short coaches 
(Hornby or Hatton’s Genesis coaches) and 
a ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T (Hornby). Alternatively, 
a single 57ft Southern Railway coach and 
Class 02, for the Bembridge Branch train.  
• C – Mixed freight train, maximum length 
18in (can only be released from non-
scenic sidings when Bembridge Branch 
train en route to Brading). Wagon 
shunting can be undertaken at 
Bembridge when the branch train is at 
Brading and at Brading’s three sidings in 
between through-passenger services. 
• Locomotive holding on any non-scenic 
sidings, scenic loops and sidings that are 
vacant. 
• Please note an alternative cassette on 
the right-hand side non-scenic siding 
would allow for easy train turning in 
readiness for the return journey. Or, if you 
prefer the design as drawn, an inbound 
engine would be held in the non-scenic 
siding, with the locomotive isolated 
beyond the ST-205 (ISO) track. A separate 
engine, previously held in Siding D would 
pull out onto the main line and reverse  
onto the now-separated coaches ready 
for the return journey back through 
Brading station. 

◆ ST-200 x 11
◆ ST-201 x 6
◆ ST-203 x 34
◆ ST-205 x 1
◆ ST-225 x 8
◆ ST-226 x 4
◆ ST-227 x 6

◆ ST-230 x 1
◆ ST-240 x 5
◆ ST-241 x 6
◆ ST-244 x 1
◆ ST-245 x 3
◆ NSP x 1

PECO SETRACK COMPONENTS

Above: The main station building is at the 

end of Station Road, a single-storey struc-

ture with a wraparound canopy at the 

end. Volunteers operate tearooms and 

a heritage centre, including signal box 

tours, on several days throughout the 

week, from May to October, and it’s well 

worth a visit when circumstances allow.

Above left: The island platform has a split 

building and decorative platform edge. 

Brading became a junction in 1882, the 

branch to Bembridge closed to passen-

gers in 1953 and was defunct in 1957.

Left: The lightweight wrought iron lattice 

footbridge, opened 1864, in need of con-

siderable repair, has restricted access. 

With support of Brading Town Council 

and a team of volunteers, buildings have 

been restored to their former glory. 

Network Rail plans to reinstate the loop 

for improved train timings.
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HORNBY

R2744 Schools Blundells BR ........ £84.95

R2917 2800 Class BR ............... £103.99

R3004 Serlby Hall ..................... £116.45

R3233 LNER D16  ..................... £100.95

R3235 British Railways D16 ....... £100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early .................... £116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late .................... £116.95

R3329 BR Late S15 .................. £123.99

R3327 SR S15 .......................... £123.99

R3333 BR Early Adams .............. £107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .............. £107.95

R3407 BR J50 ............................ £78.50

R3411 SR S15 .......................... £125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ................  £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3422  Adams SR ...................... £109.45

R3423 Adams BR...................... £109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 .................... £125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .................. £127.95

R3414  LNER J15 ........................ £99.45

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.12.20. 

You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 

• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 

• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 

• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 

01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

NEW RELEASE
R3857 LMS Coronation ..........£170.99

R3941 BR 9F 92219 ................ £98.99

R3942 BR9F 92212 ................. £98.99

R3725 BR Late 41xx ..............£119.99

R3884 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60100.............

.................................................£161.99

R3885 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062.............

.................................................£161.99

R3901 Cl 60 Colas .................£161.99

R3906 Cl 47  GBRf ................... £67.45

R3886 Cl 66 DRS ..................... £66.95

R3920  Cl 66 Malcolm ............. £66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ......... £66.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight .......£152.95

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey ......£131.70

35-527 Cl 121 Network Southeast ......

.................................................£131.70      

R3586 BR Schools Class ............. £75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ........................ £76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary Gold 

Plate Edition  .................. £183.99

R3614 LMS Patriot  ................... £129.45

R3621 LNER J36 ...................... £125.75

R3622 BR J36 .......................... £125.75

R3631 BR H Class ..................... £116.95

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class ...... £152.95

R3630 LNER A4 ‘Woodcock’ ...... £135.99

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .......... £151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess ................. £184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ................... £184.00

R3727 LMS PUG ......................... £63.00

R3728 BR PUG ........................... £63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .......................... £98.99

R3767 BR Terrier......................... £80.75

R3780 LBSCR Terrier Stepney  ..... £80.75 

R3781 K&ESR Terrier................... £80.75

R3782 SECR Terrier ..................... £80.75

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies Galore set .......  £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .......... £178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .......... £124.45

R1230 GWR HST train set .......... £119.99

R2372m Royal Dutchey Pack .......... £95.00

R2815 Southern Suburban Ltd ... £159.00

R2986 Date with the Duchy ....... £179.90

R3093 Tornado Train Pack ......... £116.99

R3299 1945 Going Home .......... £259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack ... £184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack ...... £263.99

R3670 72xx Freight pack ........... £138.95

R3671 K1 Freight pack .............. £128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .............. £104.45

R3268 Class 67 Arriva ............... £122.90

R3373  Class 71 BR Green w/panel

 ..................................... £134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ........... £134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green ......... £134.95 

R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .............. £113.90

R3262 Class 31 DCR ................ £142.45

R3473 Class 56 ........................ £135.99

R3485 Class 08 Laira Blue ........ £109.45

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ................. £79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ............... £58.00

R3580 BR Class 87 ................... £139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ Intercity

 ..................................... £139.25

R3685 GWR HST....................... £261.00

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul.......... £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ............... £144.00

R3704 R&H 48Ds Rustons Works . £71.99

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars............ £71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ............... £71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn ........ £71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ........... £153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania ....... £98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ................. £76.50

R3757 Class 47 Prince William .... £64.00

R3758 Class 47 Prince Henry ...... £64.00

R3760 Class 59 GBRf.................. £67.99

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ........................ £1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins ................ £2.50

R600 Straight ............................. £1.15

R601 Double Straight .................. £1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius ................ £1.65

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ........ £2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .................. £1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ....... £1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ................... £1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad......... £2.25

R610 Short Straight ..................... £1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ............... £2.30

R618 Double Isolating Rail ........... £6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ................. £4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ............ £1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ........... £1.20

R8072 LH Point............................. £7.95

R8073 RH Point ............................ £7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8076 Y Point ............................... £8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8261 4th Radius Curve................ £1.85

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ....................... £15.10

R169 Junction Home Signal ....... £10.35

R170 Junction Distant Signal ..... £10.35

R171 Single Home Signal ............ £7.95

R172 Single Distant Signal ........... £7.95

R189 Single Brick Bridge ............. £7.95

R406 Colour Light Signal ........... £19.00

R574 Trackside Accessories ....... £12.95

R626 Point Underlay .................... £4.20

R636 Double Level Crossing ...... £20.15

R638 Track Underlay ................. £10.55

R645 Single Level Crossing ....... £12.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set ............... £12.65

R659 High Level Pier Set ............. £6.95

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform ................ £3.45

R462 Large Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R463 Small Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R464 Platform Ramp ................... £3.45

R495 Platform Subway ................ £3.45

R510 Platform Shelter ............... £10.95

R8003 Water Tower ..................... £13.55

R8007 Booking Hall ..................... £24.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ....................... £8.45

R046 Two Way Switch ................. £8.45

R047 On/Off Switch .................... £8.45

R602 Power Connecting Clip ........ £1.65

R8014 Point Motor ........................ £6.75

R8015 Point Motor Housing ........... £3.99

Hornby TTS sound decoders ............. £33.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest .... £94.99

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ... £94.99

32-002A BR Hall Black weathered . £140.20

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER ......... £110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ....................... £135.95

31-015 Class 7F LMS Black........ £125.75

31-088 BR Black Earl ................. £118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ............ £118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered ........ £102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ................. £115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..................... £127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .............. £81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ............. £81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early............. £106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ..................... £93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .............. £101.95

31-481 Class G2A BR Early  ......  £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late .................... £110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR Black Weathered

 ....................................... £93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul ... £135.95

31-761 GNR Atlantic................... £169.95

31-921 BR H2 Atlantic ................ £161.45

31-932 DC BR Compound  ......... £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest £112.88

31-980 Standard 3MT Green ...... £110.45

32-154A  N Class BR Black weathered

 ....................................... £99.10 

32-176 BR Crab ......................... £123.20

32-178A LMS Crab ...................... £123.20

32-550B Tornado BR Green .......... £127.95

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank ............. £101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ............... £101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank.................  £101.95

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

31-040  SWT Class 450 .............. £271.95

31-041 SWT Class 450 wthd ...... £297.45

31-575 Windhoff MPV NWR ........ £104.00

31-576DC Windhoff MPV NWR ....... £114.00

31-577 Windhoff Railtrack .......... £104.00

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight weathered   

 ..................................... £152.95

32-610 Class 90 Intercity ........... £152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter ......... £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ........... £127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley Green  ... £76.45

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel .............. £92.45

DJM00J94-SPI NCB J94 .................. £99.75

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean Goods ....... £88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods w.snowplough

 ................................... £94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent .......... £84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR .................... £84.45

3526 Hymek BR Green ............ £110.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19......... £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William Penn 

 ..................................... £106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early .................... £122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late ..................... £122.45

LARGE RANGE  

OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 

MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK
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In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Reviews

Our reviewers How we test
At Model Rail, we pride ourselves on the quality, 

thoroughness and unbiased nature of our reviews. We 

assess models on their looks, performance, features and 

value for money. We also run them on our test track, which 

features 1-in-30 and 1-in-60 gradients in both ‘N’ and ‘OO’, 

not to mention numerous challenging track configurations.

George Dent
A modern image expert, who also  
tests tools and modelling products.

Chris Leigh
Wrote his first review in 1964 and 
hasn’t stopped since! 

96
Bachmann 
Branchline ‘94XX’

100
Revolution Trains 
IPA car carrier sets

102
Hornby 
Ivatt ‘Duchess’
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W
hatever the truth 

might be, there is 

little doubt that 

Hawksworth’s 

‘94XX’ 0-6-0PT was controversial 

from the outset. Truth? Well, yes. 

There’s an oft-quoted story that 

the GWR placed a raft of orders 

with various private builders right 

before railway nationalisation in 

1948, in order to disrupt the 

process. The late Richard Strange 

and I investigated it many years 

ago for an article in Steam World. 

Was there a perceived need for 

a modern pannier tank to replace 

lots of elderly Welsh 0-6-2Ts? 

Allocation history of the locomo-

tives suggests not. Was the GWR 

proposing to build more ‘57XX’ 

0-6-0PTs when the general 

manager put paid to the plan 

because he thought the ‘57XX’ 

looked old-fashioned? This is the 

Just two examples from 200 

survive in preservation, No. 9400 

at STEAM in Swindon and 

No. 9466, which has done the 

rounds of preserved railways and  

the national network. 

MODEL NOTES
As a ‘modern’ pannier tank the 

‘94XX’ proved quite popular with 

model manufacturers. The first 

‘OO’ ready-to-run example came 

from Graham Farish. Later, Lima 

also chose the ‘94XX’ for its ‘OO’ 

pannier and until now, if you 

wanted a ‘94XX’, it was sec-

ond-hand Lima or from a kit. 

There was much delight among 

Western modellers when 

Bachmann announced that the 

‘94XX’ would be joining its 

Branchline ‘OO’ range, but the 

announcement has been followed 

by a long wait which is now 

generally accepted story, which led 

Hawksworth to design an 0-6-0PT 

version of the ‘2251’ 0-6-0. 

However, the GWR only managed 

to build the first batch of 10 in 1947 

and placed orders for another 190 

with three outside manufacturers, 

Bagnall, Yorkshire Engine Company 

and Robert Stephenson & Co. 

Politically there was a need to 

provide employment, post-war, and 

to support British companies. 

However, preference was given to 

overseas orders because the 

country needed foreign exchange, 

so the ‘94XXs’ took a long time to 

deliver, the last, Nos. 3400-9, not 

arriving until 1956. 

Even as they were being built, 

the work for which they were 

intended was disappearing and the 

1955 national rail strike hastened 

the process. They were widespread 

across the former GWR system with 

a particularly strong presence in 

South Wales, and the West 

Midlands where short trip-working 

of heavy freight prevailed. 

However, they are best known, 

perhaps, for the handful that 

worked as Paddington carriage 

pilots and for the few which 

replaced LMS ‘3F’ 0-6-0Ts as 

bankers once the Western Region 

took over responsibility for the 

Lickey Incline.

Placing the weight of full tanks 

over the driving wheels meant that 

the pannier version of the Collett 

Goods was not a ‘go anywhere’ 

locomotive in the same way that 

the tender-fitted locomotive was. 

The ‘94XX’ rated a ‘red’ route 

restriction, which meant it was 

not allowed on many of the 

branches and secondary lines, 

although it seems this restriction 

was often breached.

Bachmann 
Branchline 
‘94XX’ 0-6-0PT
◆ GAUGE ‘OO’  ◆ MODEL Bachmann Branchline ‘94XX’  ◆  PRICE £129.95  ◆ PERIOD 1947-65  ◆ REGION Western  ◆ AVAILABILITY Bachmann stockists
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Exceptional detail finesse.

High level of features.

Etched numberplates.

 The front aspect captures the ‘face’ well, 
the simplicity of the bulbous smokebox door 

contrasting with the abundance of stout 
footsteps on the tank fronts 

1

2

3

that Bachmann was setting 

a new level of detail finesse. That 

is certainly true of the ‘94XX’, 

which impresses from the 

moment you open the packaging. 

Indeed, it almost seems that 

Bachmann’s standard packaging 

no longer does justice to the 

model inside, though it does 

provide adequate protection.

Having spent a week dealing 

with production samples of 

Model Rail’s Rapido-built ‘16XX’, 

it has been interesting to place 

Bachmann’s model of 

Hawksworth’s largest pannier 

tank alongside a model 

of his smallest.

Both locomotives 

featured the 

austerity and 

simplicity of post-war 

Swindon, with 

Hawksworth’s plain, 

smooth-welded 

construction much in 

evidence. With its 

all-welded tanks and boiler, 

rivets on the ‘94XX’ are concen-

trated on the cab and bunker. 

Here, there are lots of them and 

Bachmann has rendered these 

exquisitely in single and double 

rows as appropriate. I’ll confess to 

not being a big fan of the real 

‘94XX’ in my trainspotting days. 

I always preferred the more 

traditional, old-fashioned shape of 

the other pannier classes, most of 

which were ‘57XX’ variants by that 

time. However, it is impossible to 

not like Bachmann’s ‘94XX’. It is 

just so good! 

The character of the locomotive 

has been very well captured in the 

main body moulding which 

follows Bachmann’s traditional 

construction – a plastic moulding 

with metal castings for weight 

things 
we like
3

drawing to an end. In mid-Novem-

ber, Bachmann’s offering of 

No. 9402 in GWR green livery 

arrived on my doorstep, suggest-

ing that for Western modellers the 

wait would be over just in time for 

Christmas. With Model Rail’s ‘16XX’ 

0-6-0PT also about to reach the 

UK, Western Region modellers will 

have Hawksworth pannier tanks at 

both ends of the power and weight 

spectra in early 2021.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS
The ‘94XX’ is the first Bachmann 

steam outline model I’ve reviewed 

in a long time, but I had noted with 

the Class 117 and 121 DMUs in 2020 

hidden inside. The front aspect 

captures the ‘face’ well, the 

simplicity of the bulbous 

smokebox door contrasting with 

the abundance of stout footsteps 

on the tank fronts. This is all 

topped off by a very fine turned 

brass chimney cap, one of the best 

I’ve seen on a model in a long time. 

In contrast, the safety valve 

bonnet is painted green (as it 

should be) along with all the other 

boiler and tank top detail. As our 

sample is in GWR condition, it lacks 

a front numberplate so I can’t 

judge how good the BR versions 

might be. The front numberplate 

can so often detract from the 

appearance if the proportions or 

the font are not quite correct.

As a reviewer who started out in 

the 1960s examining models with 

hefty moulded-on handrails, 

emphasised by silver paint, my 

attention is always immediately 

drawn to the handrails. By my 

reckoning there are at least 15 

individual handrails on this model. 

Some are simply fine wire bent 

to shape, as one would expect, and 

only the smokebox handrail is 

fitted in conventional handrail 

knobs as it was on the real thing. It 

is the horizontal tank-side 

handrails that really stumped me. 

There are two intermediate 

stanchions, which I suspect 

Hawksworth may have welded 

to the handrail. They are incredi-

bly finely reproduced on this 

model but I’m unable to discern 

how Bachmann has done this. 

It’s a splendid job, however, it 

was achieved. 

Inside the cab, the backhead is 

fully detailed with copper-coloured 

pipework and white dials. There’s 

a separately fitted reversing lever 

and handbrake handle and these, 

too, are picked out in colour. 

There is a fine wire grab handle 

on the cab roof and finely 

rendered grilles over the cab rear 

windows to prevent coal from 

breaking the glass. It seems 

churlish, with all this excellence, to 

mention that the moulded coal in 

the bunker looks like, well, all 

moulded coal looks in models.

CHASSIS AND RUNNING
Below the running plate, the 

‘94XX’ looks equally good. 

Factory-installed brake hangers 

and rods are set to match the 

‘OO’ gauge wheelsets, which may 

cause difficulties for those who 

wish to adapt it to wider gauges. 

The blackened metal wheels are 

connected by a jointed coupling 

rod, which, unusually these days, is 

rendered in its metal finish. It’s 

a nice touch on a model represent-

ing an ex-works Swindon 

locomotive in ‘mint’ GWR livery. 

Above and below the running 

plate the model abounds in 

separately fitted details and 

pipework that’s all remarkably 

fine. Sprung and blackened metal 

buffers are fitted at both ends. 

If the coupler and NEM pocket 

are removed (they are in the 

customary wedge-shaped slot) 

then modellers can fit the 

additional steam heat and vacuum 

brake pipework which is included 

in the small bag of customer-fit 

extras, together with dummy 

screw couplings. 

A coreless motor (don’t use 

electronic track cleaners with it) 

drives the rear axle through 
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Bachmann Branchline ‘94XX’ 0-6-0PT

 – in detail

a flywheel and gear train within 

the firebox. 

On test, the ‘94XX’ was smooth, 

powerful and virtually silent 

throughout the speed range in 

both directions. It was effortless at 

the head of a 20-wagon freight 

train and showed no sign of strain 

when I increased this to 33 wagons 

and two Mk 1 coaches. At that 

point I ran out of vehicles. Suffice 

to say that it should cope with any 

reasonable, prototypical load. 

FEATURES FANTASTIC
When it comes to lights, steam 

locomotives are awkward, 

because they carried oil lamps 

which were moved to different 

positions. So, where lighting is 

concerned, steam outline models 

have lagged behind diesels and 

electrics. The answer is simple, 

however. Revert to what Tri-ang-

Hornby did with the ‘M7’ a lifetime 

ago and fit firebox glow. So, the 

‘94XX’ has firebox illumination in 

the cab by way of a red LED on 

analogue control. However, DCC 

users not only get the benefit of an 

additional amber LED but both will 

flicker under DCC control and it is 

even possible to alter the flicker 

rate to suit your taste! 

The ‘94XX’ is being offered 

DCC-ready with a Next18 

decoder socket mounted ahead 

of the motor, in the smokebox 

area. Access is by removing two 

screws above the couplers and 

lifting the body off. 

There is also provision for fitting 

a Next18 sound decoder (with the 

sound file of your choice) and 

a factory-fitted speaker is provided 

in the chassis of all models. 

However, Bachmann is also 

offering a fully DCC sound-fitted 

version of the ‘94XX’.

FINISHING FINESSE
No. 9402 is finished in satin GWR 

middle-chrome green with the 

red-shaded initials on the tank side 

in the final post-war style. The 

number is in similar style on front 

and rear bufferbeams. The GWR 

power class ‘C’ is carried on the 

cabsides, on the red route 

restriction circle. The GWR 

numberplates are beautifully 

printed in ‘brass’ and black on 

the cabsides but, there’s also 

a pair of etched brass number-

plates included in the detail pack. 

I’ve fitted one on our review 

sample so that you can see what 

it looks like with and without the 

etched plates. 

FINAL SCORE
For a long time, the Farish ‘94XX’ 

was the staple power for GWR 

branch line layouts and that did 

3

1: A pair of ‘94XXs’, 

Nos. 8403/5, are giving 

a Bristol to Newcastle service 

a shove up the infamous 

Lickey incline in June 1960. 

A small number of ‘94XXs’ 

replaced ex-LMS ‘3F’ 0-6-0Ts 

when the Western Region 

took over responsibility for 

Lickey banking duties. IAN 

TURNBULL/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

2: Simmering sedately ‘on the 

blocks’ at Paddington, No. 8433 

has just brought in the stock for 

a service to Bristol from Old Oak 

Carriage Sidings, on January 

1965. HUGH BALLANTYNE/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

3: Gleaming in 

the sunshine, 

No. 8481 stands 

outside Swindon 

Works following 

overhaul in May 

1963. DAVE COBBE/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

4: It’s October 

1959 and ‘94XX’ 

No. 9481 waits in 

the centre road 

at Bristol Temple 

Meads with a rake 

of vans, while a BR 

Standard 2-6-2T 

departs with a local 

passenger service. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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BACHMANN BRANCHLINE ‘94XX’ 0-6-0PT

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 33ft 2in 133mm 133mm
Height 12ft 6in 50mm 50mm
Width (over steps) 8ft 7in 34mm 33mm
Wheel diameter 4ft 7½in 18.5mm 18.5mm
Wheelbase 15ft 6in 62mm 62mm
Wheel back-to-back - - 14.5mm
 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Two screws above couplers.
Where to oil: See instructions.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Bachmann
Ref. No. 35-025
Unit No. 9402
Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft ‘OO’

Body: Metal/plastic
Chassis: Metal/plastic
Weight: 281g (9.91oz)
Min. curve radius: R2 (438mm)

MECHANISM

Drive system: Worm and gears to 
rear axle. 

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail
Motor type: Coreless
Lights: Firebox 

DCC ready: Next18
Current consumption 
Max speed: N/A   Stalled N/A

Flywheel(s): 1
Traction tyres: No

not really change until Hornby’s 

half-cab ‘2021’ and the Mainline/

Bachmann ‘57XX’. Since then, 

Hawksworth’s modern pannier 

tank has tended to retreat from 

the front line. Inevitably it is more 

◆ Looks great

◆ Finely detailed

◆ State-of-the-art features 

◆ Smooth, quiet, powerful

◆ Impressive value for   
 money

Final verdict: 

OUTSTANDING

SUMMARY

System 
builder

+

+

FOOTPLATE CREW 
Populate your 
footplate with a 
3D-printed driver 
and fireman. Various 
poses are available, 
in painted and 
unpainted form, from 
Hardy’s Hobbies.
Price: from £2.50 
each (unpainted); 
£5.00 each 
(painted)
Availability: 
Hardy’s Hobbies
Tel. 01622 801310
www.hardys 
hobbies.co.uk

ROLLING STOCK 
The ‘94XXs’ worked with all 
manner of stock during their 
lives, but the BR Mk1 coach 
was ubiquitous throughout 
the late 1950s and 1960s.
Price: from £48.95 each 
Availability: 
Bachmann stockists
www.bachmann.co.uk

ACCESSORIES
Dapol’s water tower, with its 
moving arm and sound effects, 
is the perfect addition 
to a GWR branch 
terminus layout.
Price: £50.00  
Availability: 
Dapol 
stockists
www.dapol.
co.uk

Other items to complement 
this model…

suited to Western Region layouts 

than those set in the GWR period, 

but somehow I don’t think that will 

worry too many GWR modellers. 

It’s been a long time since GWR 

modellers had a state-of-the-art 

pannier tank model available. 

This is it. 

Model Rail’s review system has 

changed from this issue. For more 

information see ‘According to 

Chris’ on page 19. (CJL)
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I
f offered an IPA, many of us 

would expect a refreshing 

glass of beer, but the 

initialism also refers to a large 

fleet of internationally registered 

wagons employed in the 

automotive logistics sector. Built 

originally for the French state 

railway in the late 1950s, they 

initially appeared in double-deck 

format and assembly continued 

well into the 1960s.

The opening of the Channel 

Tunnel led to the prospect of 

more Continental freight vehicles 

panels, offering the cargo much 

greater protection. 

The IPAs have been a common 

sight on the West Coast and East 

Coast main lines for the past few 

decades, running behind 

a variety of diesel and electric 

traction. Furthermore, they form 

the subject of Revolution Trains’ 

latest ‘N’ gauge release. 

A number of single-deck formats 

and liveries are on offer, ranging 

from the early 1990s pale grey 

scheme, to the longer lived red 

version. The recent Groupe CAT 

Revolution Trains 
IPA car carrier sets

working into the UK, but Britain’s 

restricted loading gauge meant 

that a large number of the 

double-deck wagons had to be 

reduced to a single-deck 

arrangement. At the same time, 

the rebuilt and refurbished 

wagons were converted into 

semi-permanent twin and 

quad-sets by wagon-operating 

company STVA.

Since the early 1990s, the 

modified IPAs have been 

employed to ferry new cars and 

light vans across Europe and the 

UK, working from factories and 

ports to various distribution 

hubs. However, the flat wagons 

left their valuable loads exposed 

to potential damage, particularly 

from lineside vandals, so further 

modifications ensued. Some 

wagons were fitted with side 

stakes, which allowed canvas 

screens to be stretched along the 

length of each side, but these 

were not wholly effective. 

Subsequent mods featured 

permanent side screens and 

protective roofs with clear plastic 

◆ GAUGE ‘N’  ◆ MODEL Revolution Trains IPA car carrier twin-sets  ◆ PRICE £37.00-£39.00 per pair  ◆ AVAILABILITY www.revolutiontrains.com

Choice of 
body styles



www.model-rail.co.uk 101

 The wheels boast fine flange 
profiles and an impressive 
array of brake equipment 

is present 

dark blue livery is also repre-

sented and both the twin and 

quad-sets are on offer. 

Received for review is 

a representative selection of IPA 

twin-sets, portraying the original 

flat and side stake versions, plus 

the fully covered wagons. Each 

vehicle consists of a diecast 

metal chassis which provides the 

necessary ‘ballast’ and the 

surface of the wagon’s floor 

features a replica of the proto-

type’s corrugated decking. The 

wheels boast fine flange profiles 

and an impressive array of brake 

equipment is present, including 

reservoir tanks, valves, piping, 

control shafts and hand wheels. 

The NEM pockets pivot within 

sprung close coupling units, with 

a set of moulded screw couplings 

provided for the fixed inner 

couplings between cars, while an 

etched metal fall plate sits over 

the gap between the two cars. At 

the outer ends, the fall plate is 

portrayed in the raised position 

and buffer, handrail and footstep 

detail are very impressive. The 

train ferry-era eyelets and twin 

hooks are nicely captured and 

the various printed legends are 

crisp and legible across all of our 

sample vehicles. The finish on the 

covered wagons is let down 

slightly by the fuzzy edges to the 

grey side panels, but otherwise 

the overall quality is superb. 

SMOOTH RUNNERS
The wagons ran smoothly on my 

simple ‘N’ gauge test track, with 

the close-coupler units pivoting 

freely and maintaining a suffi-

cient distance between cars as 

they encountered the curves and 

turnouts. Revolution Trains is 

looking to make these coupling 

All printed numbers and 
legends are clean and legible 
– even the smallest panels.

Pivoting close-coupler units 
with NEM pockets keep the 
wagons close together on the 
straights but allow adequate 
distance on curves.

A full complement of brake 
gear is installed beneath the 
wagon floor, including tanks, 
valves and pipework.

1
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things 
we like
3

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

EXCELLENT

Another great new set 
of models for modern 
‘N’ gauge enthusiasts.

PROS 

Impressive level of detail. 
Smooth, reliable perfor-
mance. Attractive and 
important prototype.

CONS

Minor finish issues on the 
covered wagons.

units available as separate parts, 

which would be a real boon to 

‘N’ gauge (and ‘OO9’) kit-building 

and RTR customising projects.  

These wagons are just the 

thing to run behind a Dapol or 

Farish Class 66, or the upcoming 

Class 92, also from Revolution 

Trains. When loaded with an 

array of Oxford Diecast road 

vehicles, they’ll offer a colourful 

and impressive addition to any 

post-1990s ‘N’ gauge layout. 

At the time of writing, there were 

still a number of IPA sets 

available from Revolution Trains 

stockists. Incidentally, the 

Revolution team is also working 

on a ‘OO’ gauge version. (GD)

Textured 
decking

Pivoting NEM coupler 
pockets
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T
he last ‘Pacifics’ of LMS 

design were two 

‘Princess Coronation’ 

4-6-2s to a modified 

design by H.G. Ivatt. One was 

built just before nationalisation, 

No. 6256 named Sir William 

Stanier, and the other was 

completed just after 

nationalisation as No. 46257 

City of Salford. However, the era 

of ‘Pacifics’ was drawing to 

a close, streamlining was 

a memory and the visible 

changes made by Ivatt harked 

back to the Churchward ideas of 

the post-war years. In recent 

times, Hornby has made the 

LMS ‘Pacifics’ very much its own, 

with the ‘Princesses’ and both 

streamlined and unstreamlined 

‘Coronations’. The only variant 

missing from the range was the 

Ivatt version.

Hornby rectified that 

omission a couple of years ago 

with the LMS-liveried 6256 

Sir William Stanier, but that 

model was released during the 

period when Hornby was not 

supplying review samples to the 

traditional model press.

Hornby 
Ivatt ‘Duchess’

straight running plates and 

squared corners, functionality 

and ease of maintenance.

The main purpose of these 

two modernised examples of 

Stanier’s celebrated design was 

to set benchmarks against 

which the two LMS/English-

Electric diesel locomotives, 

Nos. 10000/1 could be judged. 

In order to stand any chance of 

matching the ‘Pacific’s’ power 

output, the two diesels had to be 

run in multiple. 

Though I don’t have access to 

appropriate reference books at 

present, I believe No. 46257 was 

allocated to Swindon for a short 

time in 1956, presumably for 

a spell on the ‘home trainer’ (as 

the rolling road was known) or 

out on the road with the 

dynamometer car. 

WHY NOW?
Stanier’s ‘Pacifics’ have been in 

the Hornby range since the 

dawn of Hornby-Dublo. I had 

a Duchess of Atholl in the 1950s 

and Hornby’s other progenitor, 

Tri-ang, had Princess Elizabeth 

from the time of its formation in 

◆ GAUGE ‘OO’  ◆ MODEL Hornby Ivatt ‘Princess Coronation’ 4-6-2 No. 46257 City of Salford  ◆ PRICE £189.99 (RRP)  ◆ AVAILABILITY www.hornby.com

Cutaway 
footplate 

drops

Sprung 
buffers
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 The ‘Pacific’ handled 
a train of 36 four-wheel wagons 

and one Mk 1 coach with ease on 
Peco Code 83 track and pointwork 

Happily, that decision was 

reversed and the second run 

of this model, this time as 

No. 46257 City of Salford in 

BR lined green, has arrived 

for review. Of course, Stanier 

took much GWR practice 

and experience with him 

when he moved from 

Swindon to the LMS and I’m 

reminded of a gentle dig by one 

of my colleagues when 

discussing LMS ‘Pacifics’, 

“If the GWR had looked after 

their staff, they could have had 

one of these!”

The Swindon-esque BR 

lined green livery of the 

Hornby model certainly 

appeals to this Western 

modeller, and I’ve always 

found the angular shape of 

the two Ivatt ‘Pacifics’ most 

attractive. 

Subdued rendering of BR livery.

Impressive overall appearance.

Blackened wheel rims which 
look polished in sunlight.

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

Squared-off 
cab

IMPRESSIONS
This, of course, is a big model. 

At close to a foot long with its 

permanently coupled tender, it 

certainly impresses. Hornby has 

captured the character of the 

massive boiler well, and it is 

flanked by cutaway running 

plate drops, and the distinctive 

squared-off cab which empha-

sises how small the cab was in 

relation to the rest of the 

locomotive. Separately fitted 

details enhance the running 

plate and the boiler handrails 

are fine and blackened. 

The cab backhead is the 

customary masterpiece we’ve 

come to expect from Hornby 

and the cab roof is topped by 

Hornby’s signature sliding roof 

vents – two of them!

Sprung metal buffers are fitted 

all round, those on the locomo-

tive front being oval and having 

a ‘lightly polished’ appearance. 

CHASSIS AND RUNNING
Below the running plate, the 

detail is equally fine, with 

blackened metal rods and 

valve gear and fine wire 

sandpipes. The front bogie has 

an NEM coupler pocket and the 

coupler is supplied in the 

accessory pack. 

Decoder socket and 
space for speaker

Roller 
bearing 

axleboxes
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HORNBY IVATT ‘PRINCESS CORONATION’ 4-6-2 No. 46257 CITY OF SALFORD

DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length (over buffers) 73ft 10¼in 295mm 303mm
Height 13ft 3in 53mm 52mm
Width 8ft 11in 35.8mm 36mm
Driving Wheel diameter  6ft 9in 27mm 27mm
Wheel back-to-back   14.5mm
 

SERVICING

How to dismantle: Single screw under cab. 
Where to oil: See instructions.

OVERVIEW

Manufacturer: Hornby
Ref. No. R3856
Unit No. 46257
Scale/gauge: 4mm:1ft ‘OO’

Body: Plastic/metal
Chassis: Metal/plastic
Weight: 438g (15.34oz)
Min. curve radius: R2 (438mm)

MECHANISM

Drive system: Worm and gears to 
centre coupled axle.

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail.
Motor type: Sealed long-life.

Lights?: No
DCC ready?: 8-pin socket in tender.

Flywheel(s): 1
Traction tyres: No

SUMMARY

FINAL VERDICT

IMPRESSIVE

But not quite 
state-of-the-art.

PROS 

A striking model of the 
last LMS ‘Pacific’ variant, 
missing from the Hornby 

range. Delicately rendered 
to Hornby’s high standards.

CONS

Perhaps starting to lag 
behind, in terms of factory-
fitted features and options 
such as lights and sound.

A distinctive feature of Ivatt’s 

revised chassis was the fitting of 

roller-bearing axleboxes, and on 

the trailing truck and tender 

these are readily identified by 

the yellow covers, adorned with 

horizontal red stripes.

I found the large driving 

wheels particularly fascinating 

with their blackened metal rims, 

which look polished when they 

catch the light. The trailing 

bogie follows the practice first 

established with Hornby’s 

Bulleid ‘Pacifics’, the truck frame 

being fixed and fitted with 

a flangeless wheelset. For those 

who don’t like this and don’t 

plan to run the model on train 

set curves, there’s a flanged 

wheelset included in the pack, 

together with brake rigging, 

bufferbeam pipes and other 

customer-fit details. 

The locomotive and tender 

are semi-permanently coupled 

with a metal bar and Hornby’s 

usual small white electrical plug 

and socket. This allows for the 

DCC decoder socket to be in the 

tender, for easier access. The 

tender also includes a location 

for a 28mm round speaker if 

DCC sound is to be fitted. 

On test the big ‘Pacific’ 

performed faultlessly through-

out the speed range. It was 

smooth and quiet, and there 

were no derailments. Without 

access to the Model Rail test 

track, my current test setup is 

a little makeshift, but the 

‘Pacific’ handled a train of 36 

four-wheel wagons and one 

Mk 1 coach with ease on Peco 

Code 83 track and pointwork. 

CONCLUSIONS
I am really pleased to have the 

opportunity to review the latest 

of Hornby’s LMS ‘Pacifics’. 

I expect we shall see re-runs of 

the earlier locomotives in 

different guises but 46257 is 

likely to remain a one-off, the 

only alternative being an early 

crest version. It is a fine way to 

round off a run of models. (CJL)
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL    O

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

DUE 
JAN/FEB

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
◆◆MR-301A: No. 1609
◆◆MR-301B: No. 1623
◆◆MR-301C: No. 1624
◆◆MR-301D: No. 1657
◆◆MR-301E: No. 1664
◆◆MR-301F: No. 1658
◆◆MR-301G: No. 1668
◆◆MR-302A: No. 1646

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
◆◆MR-302B: No. 1649
◆◆MR-303: No. 1604 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
◆◆MR-304A: No. 1636
◆◆MR-304B: No. 1655

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
◆◆MR-305A: No. 1627
◆◆MR-305B: No. 1628

 
GWR GREEN
◆◆MR-306: GWR green No. 1638

 

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
◆◆MR-307A: BR black early  

emblem pristine, No. 1616
◆◆MR-307B: BR black early emblem 

pristine, No. 1629
◆◆MR-308: BR black early emblem 

weathered, No. 1661
 
NCB GREEN
◆◆MR-309A: NCB green, No. 1600
◆◆MR-309B: NCB green, No. 1607

 
PRESERVED GREEN
◆◆MR-310A: Green early BR emblem, 

No. 1638 
◆◆MR-310B: Green ‘Dart Valley’ 

lettering, No. 1638

PRE-ORDER 
TODAY!

Please note: These are pre-production 

evaluation samples. They do not represent 

the factory-finished models. 
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

L    OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 No. 8223, LNER 
post-war livery, full skirts

NINE TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 No. 68219, 
BR early emblem

MR-206 No. 7128, LNER 
wartime livery, full skirts

Specification list

MR-210 No. 7139, 
LNER lined livery

MR-202 No. 68222, BR early 
emblem, full skirts

MR-208 No. 7126, LNER 
lined livery, no skirts

MR-209 No. 7137, LNER 
unlined livery, full skirts

MR-204 

No. 68226, British Railways 
lettering, no skirts

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 No. 68223, 
British Railways lettering, 

full skirts

MR-203 

No. 68225, BR early 
emblem, no skirts

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT



108 Model Rail 282 January 2021
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ORDER AT WWW.   MO

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

No. 30064, in BR lined green

MR-111 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T No. s73 
British Railways unlined black, 
‘Sunshine lettering’

MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 No. DS237 Maunsell, 
BR Departmental green

MR-101 No. 1968, USATC black

MR-108 No. 72, Keighley & Worth 
Valley Railway ochre

MR-107 No. 36, National Coal 
Board black

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

Our ‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts are 
beginning to sell out 
– order yours today! 

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)
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132 pages of expert advice from Britain’s best modellers

A     
Manual

£5.99

2020 

ANNUAL

Volume 81 2 3 4

Re-create movie 

sets in miniature
How to research 

your prototype
Detail & improve 

resin models
Build plastic, 

wood & card kits

 Build A  
Model Railway

HOW TO 
BUILDING & 

STRUCTURES 

SPECIAL

Ultimate guide to making buildings

CONTAINS 30+ STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES TO…

From stations to pubs, chip shops to cottages, we show 
you how to create the most realistic buildings

MODEL RAIL 

EXCLUSIVE 

PUBLICATIONS

.   MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

HOW TO BUILD A 

MODEL RAILWAY 2020
This is the ulitmate guide to 
building your model railway and 
is full of hints, tips and detailed 
step-by-step instructions to help 
you create your layout. 

GREAT BRITISH MODEL 

RAILWAYS 2020
Celebrate the skill, imagination 

and craftsmanship of Britain’s 
best railway modellers with 

this superb 132-page 
publication.

£5.99

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

l Order book for these new models not yet open. Keep an eye out in 

Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

C
O

L
O

U
R

 R
A

IL

BACHMANN CLASS 66/032-725WDS: 
66062, EURO CARGO RAIL LIVERY, 

SOUND-FITTED

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW
LOWER
PRICE!

£5.99

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this 

number or website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 
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‘O’ gauge
Chris Nevard reveals how he built his first 
‘O’ gauge micro layout, which fits inside 
a wooden box.

C
H

R
IS

 N
E

V
A

R
D

AC Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
Accurascale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
Alton Model Centre. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Anoraks Anonymous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Artsylaser. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
C&L Finescale  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
C&M Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138
CM3 Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
Coastal DCC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Crane Sheds & Summerhouses. . . . . . 139
Dapol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Deluxe Materials. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Digitrains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
DMG Technical  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138
Dream Steam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Durham Trains of Stanley. . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Eileen’s Emporium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Ellis Clark Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 122-123
EM Gauge Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
EMA Model Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Finescalebrass (UK) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
Fox Transfers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Freestone Model Accessories . . . . . . . 131
Frizinghall Models & Railways . . . . . . . 133
Gaugemaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41, 148
GFB Designs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Golden Valley Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Harburn Hobbies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 141
Harder & Steenbeck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .87
Hattons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116-121
Heljan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Hobby Trax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33, 141
Hornby  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Howes Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Isinglass Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131

ADVERTISERS’ INDEX

Starting off in    

Kernow Model Rail Centre . . . . . . . 124-125
KJB Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128
KR Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Langley Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Locomotion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Megapoints Controllers . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Metcalfe Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .55
Mike Pett’s Supercast. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Model Electronic Railway Group  . . . . 142
Model Railways Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 132
Modelrailwayscenery.com . . . . . . . . . . 136
Morley Controllers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135
Morris Models . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
N-Scenic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Osborn’s Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Peter’s Spares  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
Rails Of Sheffield  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111-115

Revolution Trains . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .105
Scalescenes.com . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Smart Models. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
Stamp Insurance Services . . . . . . . . . . . 138
The Airbrush Company. . . . . . . . . . . . . .129
The Hereford Model Centre . . . . . . . . . 94
The Hobby Shop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134
TMC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .126-127
Tony’s Trains. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137
Tower Models  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130
Townstreet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
Trains4U . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135, 141
Train-Tech  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 138
Train Tees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140
Warwick & Warwick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
York Modelmaking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142
YouChoos. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136

Classified advertisers on pages 143-144

AGR Model Railway Store
Branchlines
Church Street Models
Coach Lighting
Colour Rail
Connoisseur Models
Crafty Hobbies
Dave Angell Trains
Derek’s Transport 

Books
Golden Arrow Productions
Howard Scenic Supplies
Jackson’s Models

John Dutfield For Model 
Railways

Kent Garden Railways
Mark’s Trains
Model Scenery Supplies
Monk Bar Model Shop
Nick Tozer Railway 

Books
Northumbrian Painting 

Services
Orwell Model Railways
P&D Marsh
Pooley’s Puffers

Recreation 21
Redcar Models & 

Hobbies
Roxey Mouldings
Scalespeed
Skytrex (2013)
The Hobby Goblin
The Sports and Model 

Shop
The Tutbury Jinny
Tri-Angman
Trident Trains
Upstairs Downstairs

CLASSIFIED INDEX

New year, 
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subscription 

offer
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THIS MONTH AT

Top 5 Best Sellers
1
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2 4 53

Pocketbond
EM76658 - £2

Pocketbond
EM76637 - £2

Hattons Originals
H4-WW-001A - £28

Hattons Originals
H4-P-015 - £84

Hattons Originals
H4-RHTT-001 - £99

/hattonsmodelrailways /hattonsmodelrailways/hattonsmodels /hattonshobbies

Compiled between 4th November & 4th December 2020

www.hattons.co.uk/tmah123

www.hattons.co.uk/tmah124

Heljan Class 104 DMU
Heljan have announced a newly tooled range of Class 
104 DMUs in OO gauge covering a selection of BR 
blue, green, Scotrail and Network South East liveries.

Hornby LNER Thompson A2/3
Hornby have shown painted samples for their newly 
tooled Class A2/3. Available  in LNER and BR colour 
schemes, these models are expected by early 2021.

www.hattons.co.uk/tmah122 www.hattons.co.uk/tmah125

Dapol Class 43xx Mogul 2-6-0
Dapolís highly anticipated  newly tooled ëMogulí 
locomotives have now arrived in stock, covering a 
selection of GWR and BR colour schemes.

Hattons Festive Sale
A wide selection of models have been discounted 
to bargain prices in OO & O gauges from many of 
your favourite manufacturers.

Latest News

N
GAUGE
OO
GAUGE
OO
GAUGE

Heljan Class 33/0
Heljan have shown painted samples for their new 
batch of hi-intensity headlight fitted Class 33s in OO 
gauge. Expected during Q1 2021.

Kato Class 800 BiMU
Full details for Katoís N gauge Class 800 have been 
announced. LNER & GWR variants will be available as 
5-car train packs or premium starter train sets.

www.hattons.co.uk/tmah127www.hattons.co.uk/tmah126
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OO
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE

O
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE

OO
GAUGE

N
GAUGE











https://avxlive.icu/


https://avxlive.icu/




ellisclarktrains.com

Finescale O Gauge
for Christmas

Finely detailed brass sides ä Professionally painted

Super detailed interiors w/lights ä Fully detailed metal chassis

Ellis Clark Trains

Pre-order with no deposits!

PRESFLO WAGONS

DUE Q1 2021

£69.99 each

Multi-buy discounts available
Multiple liveries & types

DUE Q4
2020
£229 each

Multi-buy discounts available
Multiple liveries & types

Darstaed

Pre-order with
no deposits!

THOMPSON COACHES

For full details visit ellisclarktrains.com

DARSTAED MK1 RERUN now in stock DARSTAED MK1 SUBURBANS now in stock

Unit 2 Toller Court, Shortbank Road, Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com ä 01756 701451 ä ellis@ellisclarktrains.com













Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk
NEW MODEL 

SHOP OPENING 
SOON IN HENSALL, 

YORKSHIRE
Please follow our Facebook page 

where we will announce the 
opening date

CLICK & COLLECT NOW AVAILABLE 

(terms & conditions apply)

Shop not open for browsing yet

FIRST...

Send your list 

of items via 

post or email

THEN...
We will do a 
professional 
evaluation of 
your collection

NOW...

Send your 

items or we will 

travel to collect

FINALLY.

We can pay by 

Bank Transfer 

or cash

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005

Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk
Visit us on

FACEBOOK

GOOD QUALITY PRE-OWNED MODEL RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS WANTED

DO YOU HAVE A MODEL RAILWAY COLLECTION TO SELL?

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk







Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) .. Full Colour £6.50 
N (1/148th) ............. Full Colour £5.50
O (1/43rd) ............... Full Colour £4.50

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

10 Wild birds ...................................................................£5.10

12 assorted Doves & pigeons .........................................£5.10

4 assorted Deer & 1 stag ................................................£5.10

8 assorted Rock Climbers ..............................................£7.50

Film Camera and Sound Crew ........................................£6.30

Childrens Playground scene ........................................£15.95

LNWR/LMS standard Signal Box .................................£66.90

8 assorted Farm figures ..................................................£7.50

assorted Garden Greenhouses ....................................£12.30

assorted Garden Sheds ................................................£11.65

10 assorted Hikers ..........................................................£7.85

10 Clergymen & Choirboys .............................................£7.85

2 Horses (no harness) ....................................................£4.60

8 coal or potato Sacks ....................................................£5.10

Cliff Railway-Coaches,acc& motor ............................. £159.80

Pavillion building (cricket, café, scout) .........................£41.40

Fisherman & Equip (rods,box & shelter) ........................£8.40

4 ass. Scooters & riders (Mods) ...................................£13.30

4 ass. Motorcycles & riders (Rockers)..........................£13.50

Surburban Station Building (brass) ..............................£41.40

6 assorted Golfers & Equipment ....................................£8.65

assorted Lawn Bowls Teams ..........................................£5.70

First Aid Set (St John Ambulance) .................................£6.40

¶1�6FDOH·����
'XVWELQV�������
%DQG�6WDQG��������
ORWV�RI�RWKHUV�LQ�RXU�
1�&DWDORJXH���

00 ladders........................................................................£5.65

pendant Wall Lamps x 4 .................................................£6.40

square Wall Lamps x 4 ...................................................£6.40

Octagonal Wall Lamps x 4 ..............................................£6.40

Ornate octagonal Street Lamp .......................................£5.60

Square street lamps x 4 ..................................................£6.40

Square twisted post station Lamps x 4 ..........................£6.40

4 LNWR Station Lamps(Straight Post) ...........................£6.40

4 LNWR Station Lamps(Tapered Post ............................£6.40

Twisted swan neck pendant Lamps x 4..........................£6.40

Station canopy hanging lamps x 5 .................................£6.40

Octagonal twisted post station lamp x4 .........................£6.40

large ‘gibbet’ Loading Crane.........................................£13.35

8 assorted Sacks ............................................................£5.10

6 Working figures - set 1 .................................................£5.85

6 Working figures - set 2 .................................................£5.85

6 Wharfside figures .........................................................£5.85

4 large Oak Barrels .........................................................£5.30

6 Aluminium Beer Barrels ...............................................£5.10

2 large Wooden Packing Cases ......................................£5.45

Lifebelts & stands ...........................................................£5.15

Bath tub, mangle & bucket..............................................£5.15

Rabbit hutch & coal bunker ............................................£5.15

Sundial, birdbath & 2 flower urns ...................................£4.70

2 pairs Crossing Gates ........................£5.30
1 pair Single Crossing Gates ...............£4.60
3 Telephone boxes ...............................£4.10
Telephone Box Series6 etch brass ......£4.40
5 Pillar boxes ..........................................£.85
Water Crane & fire devil .......................£4.50
Dustbins- 6 large, 6 small ....................£4.10
4 traffic lights - single head..................£4.10
4 Traffic lights - double head ...............£4.10
Police Telephone boxes x 2 .................£4.20
Canal set - 2 boats, 4 lock gates ........£25.10
Narrow lock gates ................................£7.95
72ft Industrial Motor Boat ....................£9.50
72ft Industrial Butty Boat .....................£9.50
Wide Lock gates ..................................£9.50
NEW Lock Wall Pack .........................£13.25
Transfers for industrial Canal boats ....£4.95
1 x 70ft Holiday Canal boat ................£11.00
1x35ft,1x52ft Holiday Canal boats .....£16.00
AA Boxes x 2 ........................................£3.75
Bus Shelter with bus stop & figures ....£3.75
Bus stops - set 6 ..................................£3.75
Village Blacksmith & Forge scene .....£11.45
Farm figures- 10 assorted ....................£4.10
Modern Tractor & spray boom .............£4.50
Period Tractor (1940’s to present) ........£4.20

Taxi cab 1930’s onward ............................... £5.30

Bristol ‘Royal Blue’ coach 1940’s ............. £14.30

Newcastle/London Q1 trolley bus 52-59... £18.80

Leyland Tiger TS7 coach 1935 ................... £4.30

Leyland Hippo lorry 1947............................ £9.30

Parcel van - 1 horse .................................... £6.65

Delivery trolley - 2 horse ............................. £6.95

Hansom Cab ............................................... £4.90

Gypsy caravan, horse & figures ............... £11.15

Morris Commercial Van 1 ton 1950’s .......... £6.40

Shand Mason horse drawn fire engine .... £11.15

Leyland Beaver flatbed lorry 1949-70’s ...... £9.20

Leyland Beaver 3 way Tipper 1949-70’s ..... £9.40

Coal cart - horse drawn .............................. £6.65

Brewery Dray - horse drawn ....................... £6.85

Railway Delivery lorry 5 ton 2 horse .......... £6.85

Ruston Bucyrus19RB face shovel ‘37-55 . £17.45

19-RB dragline/clam bucket/demo’37-55 . £25.90

AEC Mercury Tractor & low loader 50’s.... £10.50

AEC Mercury tractor&flatbed trailer 50’s .... £9.20

AEC Mercury 3 way Tipper 1950’s ............. £9.40

OO SCALE  
Brewery Wagon £18.75, 
Wedding Scene £8.80 
(painted £22.80)
Swans and Ducks £5.45
(painted £11.65)
hundreds of other kits
are in our OO catalogue



MODEL RAILWAY & COLLECTABLES

Top Prices Paid
For all makes, all gauges and live steam, 

aeroplane kits, boats, die cast etc.

Instant cash paid

Will travel to collect

01775 630385 / 07723 336344
email: usedmodelrailway@gmail.com
Woodgate Cottage, New Road, Deeping St Nicholas, Spalding, Lincolnshire PE11 3DU

MODEL 

RAILWAYS

ONLINE

������
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Coastal

DCC

 

Visit our webshop www.eileensemporium.com 

 

(,/((1á6�(0325,80�
0DLO�RUGHU��Unit 19.12 Highnam Business Centre 

Newent Road, Gloucester, GL2 8DN, ENGLAND 

 

Visitors welcome by appointment only 

dĞů��01531 828009 

sales@eileensemporium.com 

www.eileensemporium.com 

&Žƌ�DĞƚĂů�^ŚĞĞƚ��^ƚƌŝƉ��dƵďĞ�ĂŶĚ�^ĞĐƟŽŶƐ�

WƌŽďĂďůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ŵĞƚĂů�ƐƚƌŝƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�
sĂƐƚ�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�tŝƌĞ�ŝŶ��ƌĂƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�EŝĐŬĞů�^ŝůǀĞƌ��

^ƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�WŚŽƐƉŚŽƌ��ƌŽŶǌĞ�ƉŝĐŬ�ƵƉ�ǁŝƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌŝƉ���
�ƌĂƐƐ��EŝĐŬĞů�^ŝůǀĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�WŚŽƐƉŚŽƌ��ƌŽŶǌĞ�^ƚƌŝƉƐ�
dƵďĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ϭ�ϯŵŵ��^ŚĞĞƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ϭ�ϬϬϮ��ƚŽ�Ϭ�Ϭϲϰ��

DŝůůĞĚ��ƌĂƐƐ����>��d��h�ĂŶĚ���ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ��

2 

www.55H.co.uk  

www.finescalebrass.co.uk

FOR MODELLERS WHO 

REQUIRE QUALITY, 

ACCURACY, 

PERFORMANCE & 

DURABILITY

The new name in brass 

O gauge RTR locomotives, 

built to the highest standards

Fully finished by SAM Models in 
Korea after extensive UK research, 

design and development.

55H is a TRADING NAME of

55H Unit 3 Fulford Business Centre, 

35 Hospital Fields Road, York YO10 4DZ      

Tel: 01132 761759 / John@55h.co.uk

7MT “Britannia” class choice of names & tender. Fully factory finished and tested ready to run on delivery.   

£2750.00 DC     £3150.00 DCC & sound     £3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

8P “Duke of Gloucester” choice of 

era’s.  Fully factory finished and 

tested ready to run on delivery. 

£2800.00 DC     

£3200.00 DCC & sound    

£3450.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

LIMITED STOCK!!

LIMITED STOCK!!

BR Standard 5MT (incl Caprotti version)
BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 & 4-6-0

PRE-ORDER PRICES:

£2750.00 DC

£3150.00 DCC & sound

£3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

NEW MODELS IN PRODUCTION 

AVAILABLE LATE 2021

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – Call now to reserve the number/version required

S P E C I A L  O F F E R

FREE whilst stocks last - a fully finished 
Terrier or J50  with any purchase of 

Britannia & Duke of Gloucester models.  
See website for details

L A S T  F E W  9 F  M O D E L S !  

Call for availability!

Build: Roger Scanlon
Painted: Paul Moore
For illustration purposes only

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.
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6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ÔOÕ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Our popular DCC controller!

67 Boddens Hill Road, Stockport, SK4 2DG
Tel: 0161 883 2022

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£30.00

The ACE-2 (DCS2044-2H)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

ull decoder programming and reading.

£262.00

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 - call for availability update.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

oo
 POA

£54.00
puts.put

puts.

puts.put

puts. £63.00

rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences.rain running sequences. £60.00

£30.00

Up to 9999 train and 2044 accessory adresses

Trains and accessories can be named

Easy to use - elegant, clearly-labelled touch keys

                    - clear, colour graphical display

Drive from the touch panel, or optional handsets

Generous 5A output! 

Integrated USB interface!

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

September 2020 - UPDATE
Product development has been delayed by about 8 weeks,

but the new ACE software will be ready for December.

Order delivery may take up to 2 weeks, but we can usuually

deliver in-stock items within 5 to 7 days.

Our new DAC22 Accessory Decoder will be available

around November/December.Trains4U Exclusive 

Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ
��ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Open Tuesday ʹ Saturday 10:00 ʹ 5:00, Sunday 10:30 ʹ 3:30, Closed Monday

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

PFB Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for late 1990s to present day

Produced by 

Available to pre-order online now at Trains4U.com

by phone, email, or in our Peterborough store

Delivery due imminently

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ OO Gauge

£35.00 each
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C & L FINESCALE ARE SUPPLIERS OF THE WELL PROVEN 4 & 7 MM 

EASY BUILD POINT KITS AND RANGE OF SCALE 

FLEXI-TRACKS. NEW PRODUCTS ARE ADDED TO THE WEBSITE  AS  

THEY  BECOME AVAILABLE.

Offi ce hours 10.00 to 14.00 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday. 14.00 to 19.00 Weds.

C & L Finescale Track Building Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX
Telephone 01372 748490   |   www.clfi nescale.co.uk

C L
&

FINESCALE

TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

All new 4 mm 2 & 3 bolt chair sprue and fi sh plates

CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:

9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 5LB        

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Your one stop shop for the model 

enthusiast, selling brand new and 

near-new model trains, slotcars, 

sets, and diecast toys at very 

special prices direct from our our 

website or new shop in Eastleigh.

Models moved to No9 
Open 5 days a week 9am-5pm 

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES

Stockists of

and much more!
GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE

MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk
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Tel: 01788 543442 email: tonystrains@outlook.com web: www.tonystrainsofrugby.com
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INSURE YOUR COLLECTION 
REPLACEMENT VALUE

Covers your collection including layout and track whilst 
anywhere in the United Kingdom. 

Cost of labour in rebuilding the layout or track following 
loss or damage by an insured peril included.

Public and Products Liability, Trade Stock, Exhibition Cover

Separate insurance available for all other types of collections 
Premiums from £45.00 plus IPT

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 
CGI Services Limited 

29 Bowhay Lane, EXETER EX4 1PE 

www.stampinsurance.co.uk   tel: 01392 433 949

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 300573
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Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN

OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are
Being Listed On Our Website.
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 80 Manor Road, N Lancing, 
West Sussex, BN15 0HD

 Tel 01903 754850
 www.morris-models.co.uk 

  info@morrismodels.co.uk

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport 

BICYC-LED 

 

OO/HO & N 
Cycles & M/cycles

with working 
lights!! 

See our webshop 
for details

Easy Free parking!!  
Open Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat

9.30 to 2.00

BRITISH RAILWAYS

                   

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 

MATERIALS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc

MORRIS MODELSNORTH LANCING

Scalescenes.com

Download        

Visit

Print Build

NEW Station Platform
A comprehensive range  
of surfaces and features  
for all eras. ONLY £3.99

Quality downloadable 
card model railway kits 
since 2005

Includes bonus  
Shelter & Lamp Hut

View our large range of  
N and OO kits and texture sheetsBuy once  unlimited prints
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OO   SCALE   HAA   TRIPLE   PACKS

HAA Triple Pack - Railfreight

HAA Triple Pack - Coal sector

HAA Triple Pack - EWS

HFA Triple Pack - Coal sector

HFA Triple Pack - EWS

AVAILABLE   TO   Pre  -  order  NOW   -   EXPECTED   Q3   2021   MSRP   £89.95   PER   PACK

IN   COLLABORATION   WITH   KMS   RAILTECH   AND   TRAINS4U

all   triple   packs   have   exclusive   running   numbers

KMS Railtech

www.kmsrailtech.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0) 131 618 8822

Email: info@kmsrailtech.co.uk

Trains4U

www.trains4u.com

Telephone: +44 (0) 1733 895989

Email: Trains4u@btconnect.com

KMS RAILTECH
Aberdeenshire

Model Railways
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www.merg.org.uk
Please send email to: enquiries@merg.org.uk for more information

Available only for members

Learn about electronics with our model 
railway beginner kits at affordable prices

(Model Electronic Railway Group)

Learn to build one of our 

more technical kits

PMP59 DCC booster £43.44

VOTED WINNER OF MODEL RAIL 2017 NATIONAL AWARDS SCENIC ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR

MIKE PETT’S SUPERCAST OO MODEL RAILWAY FIGURES

 HAND PAINTED MODELS 'OO' Gauge £5.50 each

NEW MODELS  £2.50 each unpainted

Fireman 
with 

removable 
shovel and 
Loco Driver

VIP Passengers
Holmes & 

Watson
NEW

Priest

Plinth for 3 of our 
historical fi gures 

Brunel, Fred Dibnah 
& Sir Nigel Gresley

NEW
Steam Era 
Policeman

NEW O Gauge Loco 
Crew, Fireman & 

Driver, £10.50 each 
painted, £8.50 each 

unpainted

NEW

Postman
NEW

Fred Dibnah

NEW Moriaty, 
joins our popular 
Sherlock Holmes

& Dr. Watson 
fi gures

Steam Era 
worker

NEW
Sikh passenger 

and wife. 
Painted

NEW 

Sir Nigel Gresley,
AA man/RAC Man

  

Painted OO Gauge £5.50 each, Unpainted OO Gauge £2.50 each, Painted O Gauge £10.50 each, Unpainted O Gauge £8.50 each
MINIMUM ORDER 2 FIGURES. Post & Packaging: OO Gauge fi gures £2.75 - O Gauge fi gures £3.99 Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

Please make cheques and PO’s payable to: Mike Pett, 12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PP  
01843 593417   Mob: 07976 724225   Email: mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

Michael Portillo and his
NEW Camera man

Robert Stephenson builder of 
the rocket steam loco, painted 
in bronze for our new plinth 

and in normal dress.

www.YorkModelrail.com

York Modelmaking
Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

01904 400358

Plus affordable bespoke laser-cutting service catering
for ALL scales and all model-makers, worldwide.

Online shop, selling our unique range of laser-cut 
scenery detailing and architectural components;
helping you enjoy building your railway layouts

Price lists available in 0, 00 or N scale if you don’t have internet access.  
  

Precision Laser Cutting
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Dealer 

Directory

Marketplace
CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379 • gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Bedfordshire

Books & DVD’s

DCC

Kits

Models Wanted

Repairs

Web Browser

TO ADVERTISE CALL GEMMA ON 01733 366379

Follow us on

Online Shops

Online Shops

Photographic

Online Shops

Kits

MOTOR REPAIRS
HORNBY, DUBLO, WRENN & TRIANG MOTORS

Repaired, rewound & remagnetised.

Old Triang wheels updated.

OO Locos serviced from £22.50 
plus parts & post

SCALESPEED Est 1966

75 Green Road, Fareham, Hants PO14 2HB

Tel 01329 665045 / 07774 253352 

Web www.scalespeed.co.uk

Email scalespeed@btinternet.com

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

roxeymouldings.co.uk
Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

Railways 
Buses

Shipping 
Commercial

Aviation 
Canals

Motoring 
Vehicles

Dereks Transport Books 
All Transport Subjects Covered

www.derekstransportbooks.com

Over 8000 Books in Stock On-line 

Based in the New Forest

Established 1995

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

Colour-Rail photo library

100,000 railway 
subject images
including Ireland at  

www.colour-rail.com
High res scans for modellers

Image Collections wanted 

Contact us at  

colourrail@aol.com or

558 Birmingham Road,  

Bromsgrove, B61 0HT

Manufacturer

Books & DVD’s

RAILWAY BOOKS

BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 

HuddersÀeld, HD1 4UJ

(Shop: Tue/Wed 11:00-17:00 + Thu 14:00-20:00)

www.railwaybook.c om  email: nick@railwaybook.com

Tel: 01484 518159

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £78.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £105.00
City of Truro complete p/deal £107.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).

Non EU and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO

EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

Order Online today
www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd

9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Saturday 9am-4pm

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

ISLE OF WIGHT 2-4-0T
ALL METAL KIT £90

LTSR ‘51’ CLASS 4-4-2T
FITS HORNBY

RAILROAD COUNTY £60

www.goldenarrow.me.uk
Quality bowpens & instrument sets in stock

392 HAROLD ROAD, HASTINGS, SUSSEX TN35 5HG 
Tel: 01424 445334  Email: c.meach@tiscali.co.uk

Happy Christmas

& Best Wishes

for the New Year

to all our advertisers

past & present from 

Gemma and the team
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Dealer Directory
Scotland

Isle Of Wight

North Yorkshire

Northumbria

Suff olk

Tyne And Wear

Leicestershire

Surrey

Staff ordshire

Kent

Cumbria & Lake District 

Essex

Hampshire

Don’t miss the next issue on sale 21st January

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB ◆ Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft ◆ Piko ◆ Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby ◆ Bachmann 
Farish ◆ Heljan
Peco ◆ Dapol

Metcalfe ◆ Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.

Northumbrian Painting Services

Manufacturer of metal railway fi gures. Figures available in N Gauge, OO Gauge 
and O Gauge. Resin, MDF buildings and scenery

www.paintinghistory.co.uk 01434 600529

South Cumbria’s number 

one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

TUTBURY MODELS

COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

Cheshire

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

Buckinghamshire

Cleveland

TO ADVERTISE CALL 

GEMMA ON 01733 366379

               

07801 796864
105 Charlock Way, Burpham, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 1XY

coach-lighting.com

DCC kit £4.10 DC kit £4.90 • 4 coach extension kit for above £5.20

Now available ‘N’ gauge

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

Email: heatherwilkinson@btconnect.com   Web: johndutfi eldmodelrailways.co.uk

MaestroMaestroREDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc

130 High St, Redcar,
Cleveland, TS10 3DH.

Tel: 01642 494912
(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

Skytrex Model Railways
Unit 1, Charnwood Business Park, 

North Rd. Loughborough, 
Leics. LE11 1LE 

tel: 10509 213789

For OO Gauge 

www.skytrexmodelrailways.com

For O Gauge 

www.ogauge.co.uk

P & D MARSH MODELS 
PAINTED OO GAUGE 

PDZ07 Postman, bike & postbox £8.75 

PDZ12 Trackside signs (4)           £8.25 
PDZ19 Loco crew (2) steam        £9.00 

PDZ28 Window cleaner/ladder   £7.15 

PDZ32 Firebuckets on stand (2)  £7.50 
PDZ36 BP style petrol pumps     £8.75 

PDZ39 Coalmen & scales            £8.25 

PDZ40 1950/60 Firecrew/hoses £10.45 
PDZ103 1950 motorbike/rider     £8.00 

PDZ50  Loaded platform trolley £8.25 

PDZ51 Barrels (6)            £6.95 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 

DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS 

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM         07730 202270 

PAINTED N GAUGE 

PDX51 Cyclists (2)                  £7.60 

PDX56 Gravestones (8)           £6.00 
PDX68 Forklift truck               £7.00 

PDX69 Traffic lights  single   £5.50 

PDX70 Traffic lights dble       £6.50 
PDX80 Benches (4)                 £5.80 

PDX82 Water crane platform £6.25 

PDX83 Water crane ground     £6.25 
PDX351 GWR home signal     £8.35 

PDX354r RH junction signal £15.95 

PDX361 Ground signals (5)    £8.00 

Model Railway Supplies,

New & Second Hand Bought & Sold

Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178
www.pooleyspuffers.com 

email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 
Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

When attending weekend exhibitions shop will be 

closed. Please phone FRI & SAT for opening times.

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

Traditional Model Shop 

with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways

Plastruct, Glues,  

Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY

Tel: 01349 862346
www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk

Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,
Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30-14.00
PLUS IN DEC ONLY 

Tues 09.30-14.00 & Sun (6-20Dec) 11.00-14.00

10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  
Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

I would love a ready-to-run London Brighton 

& South Coast Railway ‘K’ 2-6-0. These 17 

locomotives were incredibly powerful and 

very attractive. Introduced in 1913, they were 

very long-lasting and were not withdrawn 

until the great culls of pre-Grouping Southern 

steam in the early 1960s, in this case 1962.

The ‘K’ was designed by Lawson Billinton in 

order to move heavy LBSCR freight services 

around London because these slow trains 

were interrupting the flow of faster 

commuter trains. The ‘Ks’ also eliminated 

double-heading on these trains. 

Billinton’s design was hugely innovative, at 

least for the LBSCR, and included features 

that were already commonplace on other 

lines: they were the LBSCR’s first 2-6-0, they 

had Belpaire fireboxes, and, the final two 

were fitted with top feeds (which were later 

fitted to the whole class).  

What would make it viable?

Bachmann has brought us some fabulous 

LBSCR models – the ‘Atlantics’ and the ‘E4’, for 

example – while Hornby and Rails/Dapol have 

Locomotive: LBSCR ‘K 2-6-0

Gauge: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Nic Goodrich, by email

both produced excellent ‘Terriers’ in recent 

months. What could be better than an LBSCR 

freight locomotive to complement these 

excellent models?

Models of pre-Grouping locomotives 

seems to be in vogue right now, so surely an 

elegant pre-Grouping goods locomotive ticks 

several boxes? 

The class were relatively unchanged 

during their careers, which would make them 

economical to produce. But there were some 

key variations that would be easy to offer, 

such as those fitted with two domes (one 

dome housed the top feed). 

A good choice of liveries helps too, and in 

this regard the ‘Ks’ are perfect. There are six 

to choose from: LBSCR umber, LBSCR black, 

Southern green, Southern black and BR black 

with both early and late emblems (and the 

early emblem came in two sizes!). 

Can I see a real one?

All ‘Ks’ were withdrawn en masse in 

November/December 1962. The Bluebell 

Railway had aspirations to save one but 

couldn’t raise enough money in time and 

they were all scrapped. However, it’s 

hoped that the group currently building 

a replica of ‘H2’ No. 32424 Beachy Head, 

will build a ‘K’ next. 

How to join in
Want to present your own case? 
Send us 400 words explaining 
your choice to modelrail@
bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the 
subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with 

Nic Goodrich’s argument? Go to 

www.model-rail.co.uk and take 

part in our vote.
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1 What was your first train set/model?

My father bought me a Hornby-Dublo three-rail set 
with ‘A4’ No. 60016 Silver King. However, I didn’t like 
the gloss finish so he exchanged it for ‘Duchess’ 
No. 46232 Duchess of Montrose.

2 Are you working on a layout now?

I did have quite a big layout running around three 
sides of my bedroom but I don’t do modelling now. 

3 Favourite trainspotting location?

Bristol Temple Meads.

4 Favourite locomotive? 

In the steam era, it had to be a Great Western ‘King’. In 
the diesel era, I always enjoyed seeing a Swindon-built 
‘Warship’, but a ‘Deltic’ roaring under the roof of an 
East Coast station is a sound that you never forget.

5 When did you start working in the model 

railway industry?

I don’t really work in the modelling industry, more 
FOR the industry, as I supply the photographs which 
you, the modellers, use for your research and which 
the Model Rail team use to illustrate the magazine.

6 What did you do beforehand? 

I worked for many years in the petrochemical industry 
where my first job was testing the plastic used to make 
Transatlantic telephone cables. My last job before 
taking on Colour Rail was the management of 
occupational road risk.

7 Strangest thing you’ve ever eaten? 

If I knew that I might not have eaten it.

8 What is one of your weird quirks?

Having a ‘Flying Pig’ on a string above my desk.

10 What book are you reading at the moment?

I don’t have time to read books, but I spend a lot 
of time using books to find information to identify 
the many images that arrive at Colour Rail with 
no details whatsoever.

11 If you were stranded on a tropical island, what two 

things would you want with you? 

A good camera and a device on which I can edit 
the pictures.

12 What have you done that you are most proud of?

Saving lives by managing driver risk.

13 What is your favourite song? 

Somewhere Over The Rainbow by Eva Cassidy.

14 First record you bought?

Telstar by the Tornados.

15 What is the best advice you ever had?

Never assume anything.

16 What is one food you wouldn’t want to give up?

Homemade blackberry and apple crumble 
with custard.

17 If you had access to a time machine, where and 

when would you go?

Taunton station on a summer Saturday in the 
late 1950s.

18 Favourite film?

The Graduate.

19 Temptation you wish you could resist?

Jam doughnuts.

20 What is your best childhood memory?

Too many to pick one, but all to do with railways.

21 The hidden talent which would surprise people?

The ability to predict that the weather will be naff 
when there is something decent to photograph.

22 If you could pass any new law?

That I could run railway photo-charters for myself at 
any time on any line at no cost to me – with the 
appropriate weather conditions for a master shot.

23 What do you drive?

A large Volvo – simply so I have enough room to carry 
about boxes of slides and negatives.

24 Perfect Sunday?

A bank holiday Sunday in the steam era at, say, 
Blackpool to experience all those excursion trains.

25 How would you like to be remembered?

For the photos ‘wot I took’.

Next month Scalescenes.com’s John Wiffen. 

Behind the 

Backscene

Paul Chancellor 
is the proprietor 
of railway 
photographic 
archive Colour Rail. 

Model Rail fires the questions at railway author, 
photographer and now archivist – Paul Chancellor.

 I always 
enjoyed seeing 
a Swindon-built 
‘Warship’, but 
a ‘Deltic’ 
roaring under 
the roof of an 
East Coast 
station is 
a sound that 
you never 
forget 

9 What was your favourite cartoon show 

growing up?
Top Cat
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 

requirement for early to modern collections 

of British and Foreign trains and train 

sets from large accumulations to items 

of individual value. Our customer base is 

increasing dramatically and we need an  

ever larger supply of quality material to  

keep pace with demand. The market 

has never been stronger and if you are 

considering the sale of your collection,  

now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 

professional valuation of your collection, without 

obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 

make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 

will recommend inclusion of your property in our  

next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 

transportation of your collection to our Warwick 

offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 

offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 

only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 

anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 

assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 

details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 

customer base we are in a position to offer prices 

that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 

with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 

Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 

Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com


