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2020 has certainly been a year of change. 
And now it’s time for a change here at 
Model Rail, for this is my last issue as the 
magazine’s editor. Not only am I handing 
the Model Rail controller over to someone 
else but I’m also leaving Bauer Media too, 
my ‘home’ for the last 16 years. 

There are no words to describe 
what a privilege it’s been to not only work on a magazine I’ve 
loved since 1997 but to edit it too, shaping the content to 
meet changing times, refreshing its pages and, most 
thrillingly, choosing what models to add to our now rather 
extensive range. 

It’s also been a privilege to serve you, the Model Rail reader 
and I’d like to thank you all for your thoughtful comments, 
feedback, support and – in many cases – friendship. It’s been 
an amazing journey since I joined EMAP as Steam Railway’s 
junior writer. I’d like to thank then editor Tony Streeter for 
taking a chance on the fresh-faced twentysomething who 
thought he knew enough about railways and could, he hoped, 
string a sentence or two together. It was a revelation to go from 
planning deliveries of chilled food into supermarkets one 
week to cleaning City of Truro the next!

It was also a shock to the system that my heroes – 
Nigel Harris, Dave Lowery and, of course, Chris Leigh – 
were now my colleagues. What’s even more unreal is to be 
able to call them good friends! The 
‘railway family’ is well known; less 
well-known is the Bauer/EMAP 
Transport Department family and I’d 
like to thank all members, past and 
present, for all the help, advice, 
encouragement and friendship. 

I’d like you to join me in 
congratulating George Dent on 
becoming Model Rail’s next editor. 
George needs no introduction – in the 
last 16 years, he’s forged a reputation 
for being one of the country’s best 
modellers and he brings a wealth of 
experience, knowledge and ideas for 
shaping and growing Model Rail’s 
future. The magazine is in safe 
hands and ready to face whatever 
2021 may bring!

Welcome

George Dent
It’s been a busy month, 
as I’ve been frantically 
ƓQLVKLQJ�P\�ODWHVW�ERRN�
project. But this one’s 
not about trains!

Chris Nevard
2XU�DFH�VQDSSHUb 
LVbEXLOGLQJ�D�QDPH�IRU�
KLPVHOI�RQ�WKH�IRON�PXVLF�
FLUFXLW��,V�WKHUH�QR�HQG�WR�
his talents?

Chris Gadsby
,ōP�KRSLQJ�WR�GR�PRUH�
OD\RXW�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�������
LQFOXGLQJ�ƓQLVKLQJ�WKH�
VHFRQG�OHYHO�ZLULQJ�RQ�
&KULV�/HLJKōV�

Chris Leigh
,�WKRXJKW�\RX�JRW�PRUH�
VXUH�DV�\RX�JRW�ROGHU��
7KH�RQO\�WKLQJ�,ōP�VXUH�
DERXW�QRZ�LV�WKDW�,ōP�
uncertain about it all. 

Peter Marriott
3HWHU�LV�RXU�MHW�VHWWLQJ�
VFHQLF�JXUX��.QRZV�ZKDW�
SURGXFWV�DUH�DYDLODEOH�
DQG�KRZ�WR�JHW�WKH�YHU\�
best from them. 

Richard Foster
+RSHIXOO\��LQ�������,ōOO�
JHW�VRPH�VFHQHU\�GRZQ�
on one of my layouts… 
or maybe I’ll start my 
*:5�VKHG�SURMHFW�

Dave Lowery
3URIHVVLRQDO�PRGHO�
PDNHU�'DYH�ZRUNV�RQ�
top secret projects for 
WUDLQ�EXLOGHUV�DQG�PRGHO�
manufacturers.

Paul A. Lunn
3DXO�LV�IXOO�RI�LGHDV�IRU�
LQQRYDWLYH�DQG�H[FLWLQJ�
OD\RXW�GHVLJQV�ZLWK�
DOPRVW�HQGOHVV�
possibilities. 

Ben Ando
Ben is a seriously 
WDOHQWHG�PRGHOOHU�DQG��
Ō1ō�JDXJH�H[SHUW��+HōV�
DOVR�VWDUWHG�PDNLQJ�KLV�
RZQ�575�PRGHOV��

Subscribe now 
and receive a gift!
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GLJLWDO�RU�D�FRPER�
GHDO�DQG�JHW�Model 
Rail�IRU�OHVV��6HH�S���

www.facebook.com/modelrail
www.twitter.com/modelrailuk

Richard Foster 
(GLWRU
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H
eljan has announced 

what it calls its key 

new ‘O’ gauge 

models for 2021. 

Revealed at the MIOG Live 

Virtual ‘O’ Gauge Show, Heljan 

declared that it will be offering 

the BRCW/Sulzer Class 26 and 

27 next year, as well as the 

Class 73/1 in 2022.

Engineering samples have 

already been received of both 

the Class 26 and Class 27, and 

the models are expected to 

include sprung buffers, wire 

handrails, etched metal grilles, 

separately fitted windscreen 

wipers and detailed bogies and 

bufferbeams. 

The Class 26 was first 

released by Heljan in 2011, but 

the single bodyshell option 

restricted it to the late 1960s/

early 1970s eras. This time, 

three different bodyshells have 

been designed, to cater for key 

elements such as tablet catcher 

recesses and refurbished ends 

without headcode discs. Heljan 

has also stated that it will offer 

the first ever ready-to-run 

model of the Inverness-based 

Class 26s, complete with twin 

car-style headlights, as seen in 

the 1970s and 1980s. In all, nine 

versions have been planned, 

covering BR green, blue and 

sectorisation liveries. 

HELJAN UNVEILS NEW ‘O’ 
GAUGE LINE-UP FOR 2021

Meanwhile, the Class 27 

makes its first appearance 

in Heljan’s 7mm scale range. 

Boiler-fitted and non-boilered 

versions of the class are 

planned, as well as two 

designs of bogie footsteps, 

sandbox and sandpipe 

variations and original or 

modified battery boxes. 

Other detail options should 

include three-piece snow-

ploughs and appropriate 

bufferbeam pipes and hoses. 

Eight versions are expected to 

be offered, covering the 

popular BR Type 2’s career from 

1961 to 1987.

Finally, the Danish 

manufacturer is working on an 

‘O’ gauge version of the cult 

favourite electro-diesel Class 

73/1. Due in 2022, the ‘ED’ is 

expected to feature a range of 

detail variations suitable for the 

entire service life of the class. 

Such details include NRN radio 

aerials, radio pods, fibreglass 

arc shields and high-intensity 

headlights. 

Ten versions are expected 

to be offered, covering BR, 

sectorisation and privatisation 

liveries suitable from 1965 

until the present day. CAD 

work is currently in progress 

and the suggested retail 

price will be £625.

O
GAUGE

+(/-$1�&/$66b��
What’s planned?

�X 2770 – unnumbered, BR green with small yellow panel
�X 2771 – 5370, BR plain green with full yellow ends (weathered)
�X 2772 – unnumbered, BR green with cream lining and full 

yellow ends
�X 2773 – unnumbered, BR blue non-boilered
�X 2774 – unnumbered, BR blue boiler fitted
�X 2775 – D5382, BR two-tone green with small yellow panels
�X 2776 – D5389, BR early blue with small yellow panels
�X 2777 – 27032, BR blue with Highland Rail stag emblems 
(weathered)
Price? £599
When’s it due? Q4 2021

O
GAUGE

+(/-$1�&/$66b��
What’s planned?

�X 2675 – unnumbered, BR green with tablet catcher recess
�X 2676 – unnumbered, BR green with small yellow panel and 

tablet catcher recess
�X 2677 – 5338, BR blue early version
�X 2678 – unnumbered, BR blue with Inverness headlights
�X 2679 – 26027, BR blue (weathered)
�X 2680 – unnumbered, BR blue dual-braked
�X 2681 – unnumbered, Railfreight Red Stripe with white cant 

UDLObVWULSH
�X 2682 – unnumbered, BR Civil Engineers’ ‘Dutch’ grey/yellow
�X 2683 – 26025, Railfreight Red Stripe with orange cant rail stripe 

and Eastfield dog logo (weathered)
Price? £599
When’s it due? 4�b����
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ANOTHER RUN FOR CLASS 33, AND A DMU
Heljan has also revealed it will 
SURGXFH�DbQHZ�EDWFK�RI�LWV�
Ō22ōbJDXJH�&ODVVb������6HYHQ�
YHUVLRQV�ZLOO�EH�SURGXFHG�ZLWK�
DbIXUWKHU�RQH�EHLQJ�SURGXFHG�
H[FOXVLYHO\�IRU�2OLYLDōV�7UDLQV��
7KH�PRGHOV�DUH�H[SHFWHG�WR�
include an 8-pin decoder 
socket, wire handrails, 
VHSDUDWHO\�ƓWWHG�ZLQGVFUHHQ�
ZLSHUV��/('�KHDGOLJKWV�DQG�
ERJLH�DQG�EXIIHUEHDP�
GHWDLOV��6XJJHVWHG�UHWDLO�
SULFHbZLOO�EH�e����DQG�WKH�
PRGHO�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�
UHOHDVHG�QH[W�\HDU��
Heljan has also revealed 

WKDW�LW�ZLOO�EH�SURGXFLQJ�WKH�
&ODVVb����'08��%XLOW�E\�

%LUPLQJKDP�5DLOZD\�&DUULDJH�
	�:DJRQ�&R��IRU�WKH�/RQGRQ�
0LGODQG�DQG�1RUWK�(DVWHUQ�
5HJLRQV������ZHUH�EXLOW�WR�VL[�
GLIIHUHQW�FDU�W\SHV��PDNLQJ�
WKH�&ODVVb����WKH�ODUJHVW�
JURXS�RI�%5�GLHVHO�XQLWV�QRW�
FXUUHQWO\�RIIHUHG�LQ�UHDG\�WR�
UXQ�IRUP��7KH�+HOMDQ�PRGHO�LV�
H[SHFWHG�WR�IHDWXUH�DbORZ�
SURƓOH�PHFKDQLVP�Ŋ�SRZHULQJ�
RQH�FDU�SHU�VHW�Ŋ�DV�ZHOO�DV�
detail variations appropriate 
WR�HDFK�OLYHU\��DbGHWDLOHG�
interior and separate 
KDQGUDLOV��1LQH�YHUVLRQV�
VKRXOG�EH�RIIHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�
VXJJHVWHG�SULFH�DQG�GHOLYHU\�
GDWH�\HW�WR�EH�GHWHUPLQHG�

NewsNews

O
GAUGE

+(/-$1�&/$66b��
What’s planned?

�X �����Ŋ�(������%5�EOXH�ZLWK�VPDOO�\HOORZ�SDQHOV�DQG�JUH\�VROHEDU�
(weathered)
�X �����Ŋ�(������%5�EOXH�ZLWK�VPDOO�\HOORZ�SDQHOV
�X �����Ŋ��������%5�EOXH�ZLWK�IXOO�\HOORZ�HQGV
�X �����Ŋ��������%5�ODUJH�ORJR�EOXH
�X �����Ŋ������ Airtour Suisse��,QWHU&LW\�([HFXWLYH�OLYHU\
�X �����Ŋ��������%5�&LYLO�(QJLQHHUV�Ō'XWFKō�JUH\�\HOORZ
�X �����Ŋ�������.HQW�DQG�(DVW�6XVVH[�5DLOZD\��5HYLVHG�1HWZRUN�

6RXWK(DVW�OLYHU\
�X �����Ŋ��������(:	6�UHG�JROG�
�X �����Ŋ��������1HWZRUN�5DLO�\HOORZ
�X �����Ŋ������ Tracy��*%�5DLOIUHLJKW�EOXH�RUDQJH

Price? e�����When’s it due? ����

��
GAUGE

+(/-$1�&/$66b����
What’s planned?

�X �����Ŋ��������&LYLO�(QJLQHHUV�JUH\�\HOORZ��ZHDWKHUHG�
�X �����Ŋ��������'56�EOXH
�X �����Ŋ�'�����(DVWOHLJK��%5�UHWUR�JUHHQ�ZLWK�VPDOO�\HOORZ�

panels
�X �����Ŋ��������%5�EOXH�ZLWK�JUH\�URRI�DQG�RUDQJH�FDQW�UDLO�OLQH�
(weathered)
�X �����Ŋ�������(DVWOHLJK��)UDJRQVHW�EODFN
�X �����Ŋ��������:HVW�&RDVW�5DLOZD\V�UHG

Price? e���
When’s it due? ����
Availability: Heljan stockists

��
GAUGE

+(/-$1�&/$66b����'08
What’s planned?

�X �����Ŋ�0������0������0�������WKUHH�FDU�%5�HDUO\�
JUHHQ�ZLWK�Ō/LRQ�DQG�:KHHOō�HPEOHP
�X �����Ŋ�0������0������0�������WKUHH�FDU�%5�JUHHQ�

ZLWK�VSHHG�ZKLVNHUV�DQG�FRDFKLQJ�VWRFN�URXQGHO�
�X �����Ŋ�(������(�������WZR�FDU�%5�JUHHQ�ZLWK�VPDOO�

yellow panels
�X �����Ŋ�0������0������0�������WKUHH�FDU�%5�EOXH�ZLWK�
IXOO�\HOORZ�HQGV�DQG�KHDGFRGH�SDQHO
�X �����Ŋ�0������0������0�������WKUHH�FDU�%5�EOXH�ZLWK�

Ō%ODFNSRROō�ZKLWH�VWULSH
�X �����Ŋ�0������0�������WZR�FDU�%5�EOXH�ZLWK�16(�IODVK�

ZKLWH�FDE�URRI��ZHDWKHUHG�
�X �����Ŋ�6&������6&�������WZR�FDU�6FRW5DLO�Ō0H[LFDQ�

%HDQō�UHG�ZKLWH
�X �����Ŋ�0������0������0�������WKUHH�FDU�%5�EOXH�JUH\�

Ō%;���ō
�X �����Ŋ��������������5HYLVHG�1HWZRUN�6RXWK(DVW�Ō/���ō
What stage is it at? 'HVLJQ�ZRUN
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Opening the box

BACHMANN EUROPE 
WINTER RANGE REVEALED

B
achmann has 

announced its winter 

range of products, 

which will be available 

within the next three months. 

The highlights include ‘N’ and 

‘OO’ models in the EFE 

catalogue with some new 

tooling, as well as new liveries in 

both the Bachmann Branchline 

and Graham Farish ranges. 

The ever-expanding EFE Rail 

range has continued to unite 

models produced by other 

manufacturers and alongside 

the ex-DJModels ‘N’ gauge BR 

20T ballast plough brake van are 

‘OO’ models of Heljan’s attrac-

tive Class 58 and Cargowaggon 

van, plus Kernow Model Rail 

Centres’ LSWR ‘0298’ Beattie 

Well Tank and ‘Gate Stock’ 

carriages. The EFE Rail range is 

not just about the acquisition of 

other models though, as 

a newly-tooled JIA NACCO 

wagon in ‘N’ gauge, with a 

choice of weathering options, 

has also been announced.

Graham Farish’s diesel range 

has been bolstered by new 

liveries for the Class 31/1 in both 

EFE RAIL RANGE

00
GAUGE

&/$66b��
What’s planned? 

�X E84005 – 58011, BR Railfreight with red stripe (weathered)
�X E84006 – 58018, High Marnham Power Station, BR Railfreight 

coal sector 
�X E84007 – 58021, Hither Green Depot, Mainline blue
�X E84008 – 58039, EWS livery (weathered)

Price? £174.95 (£184.95 weathered)

00
GAUGE

LSWR BEATTIE WELL TANK
What’s planned?

�X (������Ŋ�1R�b�������%5�EODFN�ODWH�FUHVW�ZLWK�VTXDUH�VSODVKHUV
�X (������Ŋ�1R�b������65�EODFN�ZLWK�VXQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJ
�X (������Ŋ�1R�b������65�JUHHQ�SUHVHUYHG�OLYHU\

Price? £139.95

00
GAUGE

LSWR ‘GATE STOCK’ TWO-COACH SET
What’s planned?

E86001 – BR crimson
E86002 – SR Maunsell green

N
GAUGE

JIA NACCO WAGON
What’s planned?

Four wagons in Imerys blue livery, four in Imerys blue with light 
weathering and four in Imerys blue with heavy weathering. All with 
XQLTXH�UXQQLQJ�QXPEHUV�
Price? £43.95 (£46.95 light weathering, £48.95 heavy weathering)

N
GAUGE

BR 20T ‘SHARK’ BALLAST PLOUGH BRAKE VAN
What’s planned?

%5�EDX[LWH��%5�'HSDUWPHQWDO�EODFN��%5�(QJLQHHUV�JUH\�DQG�\HOORZ�
and BR Departmental olive green
Price? £36.95

original and refurbished forms 

arriving on shelves before 

Chinese New Year, and the 

Bachmann Branchline catalogue 

now features new liveries of the 

LBSCR ‘H1’ and ‘H2’ ‘Atlantics’, 

GWR ‘94XX’, Class 57, Class 108 

and Class 117 DMU.
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Keep up to date with 
0RGHOb5DLO News online.

NewsNews

Fans of BR era freight trains have 

been spoiled recently, but there’s 

even more joy on the horizon, 

thanks to Accurascale. ‘OO’ 

versions of BR’s ubiquitous 21-ton 

mineral wagons, in vacuum and 

non-vacuum-braked format, are 

on their way with delivery 

expected in Q3 2021. 

The Diagram 1/107 wagon first 

appeared in 1950, with a total of 

1,500 examples being built. Later 

classified as MDO under TOPS, 

many of these unbraked wagons 

LANDMARK WAGONS ARRIVING 
FROM ACCURASCALE IN 2021

remained in use into the 

mid-1980s. A vacuum-braked 

version appeared in 1961, to 

Diagram 1/120 (later MDV). 

Almost 4,000 were built and 

battered rakes of MDVs were still 

soldiering on into the 1990s. 

In brief

HATTONS SUSPENDS 
TWO MODELS
Due to lower than expected 
sales, Hattons has sus-
pended the production of 
LWV�Ō22ōbJDXJH�3ODVVHU�
&UDQH�DQG�Ō1ōbJDXJH�/06�
%H\HU�*DUUDWW��$Q\�H[LVWLQJ�
pre-orders will still stand 
should the projects restart, 
but no further pre-orders 
will be taken.

Particularly synonymous with the 

South Wales Valleys – and 

Class 37s – the MDO/MDVs played 

an unsung but crucial role in the 

UK’s energy industry. 

The highly-detailed models will 

be available in grey and bauxite 

liveries, with pre and post-TOPS 

lettering, plus plenty of different 

running numbers. Pre-orders are 

now being taken, with a triple 

pack of wagons priced at £74.95. 

For more information, visit 

www.accurascale.co.uk

Planet Industrials has chosen 

the Kerr Stuart Victory in 

‘OO’ gauge as its first ready-to-

run model. Four liveries are 

planned: lined black, plain 

black, lined green and lined 

grey, and the model is 

expected to feature an 

injection-moulded body, full 

cab detail, sprung buffers and 

etched works plates (offering 

a choice of all ten prototype 

works numbers). Only 

available directly from Planet 

Industrials, a DC model will be 

priced at £130, although 

PLANET INDUSTRIALS LAUNCHES FIRST 

READY-TO-RUN MODEL

DCC-fitted and DCC sound-fitted 

prices are still to be confirmed. 

An engineering prototype is 

expected in early 2021. For 

more information, visit 

www.planetindustrials.co.uk

Locomotion Models has 

announced that the A1 ‘Terrier’ is 

now available to purchase. 

Produced in partnership with 

Rails of Sheffield and Dapol, the 

‘OO’ gauge model depicts No. 82 

Boxhill in its preserved LBSCR 

Stroudley’s ‘Improved Engine 

green’ livery. Part of the 

‘National Collection in Miniature’ 

series, the model includes 

a die-cast chassis and running 

plate, a flickering firebox and 

BOXHILL IS READY TO ROLL
a pre-fitted speaker. The models 

are supplied DCC-ready for 

£110 plus £7.50 delivery. 

A limited number are 

being offered with 

factory-fitted sound, thanks 

to a Next18 decoder for 

£239 plus £7.50 delivery. 

Both options are available at 

www.locomotionmodels.

com or at Locomotion, 

Shildon and The Railway 

Museum in York.

STOP PRESS
Just as this issue of Model 
5DLO went to the printers, 
5DLOV�RI�6KHIƓHOG�
announced, in partnership 
ZLWK�/RFRPRWLRQ�0RGHOV��
WKDW�LW�KDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�
%DFKPDQQ�WR�SURGXFH�WKH�
/1:5�Ō,PSURYHG�3UHFH-
dent’ Class 2-4-0 in ‘OO’ 
JDXJH��7KH�PRGHO�LV�
FXUUHQWO\�DW�WKH�OLYHU\�
DSSURYDO�VWDJH�ZLWK�
GHOLYHU\�H[SHFWHG�LQ�
VXPPHU�������0RUH�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZLOO�DSSHDU�LQ�
the next issue of 0RGHO�5DLO�

NEW KITS FROM 
METCALFE MODELS
0HWFDOIH�0RGHOV�KDV�
DQQRXQFHG�LW�LV�SURGXFLQJ�
DbFDVWOH�NLW��LQFOXGLQJ�
JDWHKRXVH��FDVWOH�KDOO�DQG�
watch tower, which will be 
UHOHDVHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU�LQ�
Ō22ōbJDXJH��'HWDLOV�RI�WKH�
NLW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�DW�www.
metcalfemodels.com and an 
Ō1ōbJDXJH�YHUVLRQ�ZLOO�DOVR�
be released shortly after the 
Ō22ō�YHUVLRQ��

$GGLWLRQDOO\��D�FRWWDJH�NLW�
EDVHG�RQ�WKH�YLOODJH�RI�
/DFRFN�LQ�:LOWVKLUH��ZKLFK�
KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�PDQ\�
WHOHYLVLRQ�VKRZV�DQG�ƓOPV��
LV�EHLQJ�SURGXFHG�

NEW KERNOW BOX
.HUQRZ�0RGHO�5DLO�&HQWUH�
KDV�UHOHDVHG�DQ�H[FOXVLYH�
FRPPLVVLRQ�IURP�%DFK-
PDQQ�6FHQHFUDIW�RI�WKH�
H[�/6:5�VLJQDO�ER[�DW�
3HWHUVƓHOG��7KH�7\SH��D�
*UDGHb,,�OLVWHG�EXLOGLQJ�LV�
ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�3RUWVPRXWK�
GLUHFW�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�+DYDQW�
and Guildford. Unique in 
the UK as it features both 
/6:5�7\SHb��DQG�7\SHb��
GHVLJQV��WKH�ER[�FRQWUROOHG�
WKH�MXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�0LGKXUVW�
branch which was closed in 
������DQG�VWLOO�FRQWDLQV�
DbWHQ�OHYHU�IUDPH��FLUFXLW�
GLDJUDP�DQG�EORFN�
LQVWUXPHQWV��3ULFHG�DW�
e�������WKH�VLJQDO�ER[�LV�
DYDLODEOH�IURP�www.kernow 
modelrailcentre.com
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Opening the box

Incoming Updates on exciting new ready-to-run model projects

N
GAUGE  

REVOLUTION TRAINS Mkb�b&$/('21,$1�
6/((3(5b&2$&+(6

What’s planned? 
Accessible Sleeper car, Standard Sleeper, Club 
Car and Lounge Car in Caledonian Sleeper liveries
Price? From £180 (pack of four)
When’s it due? 2021
What stage is it at? CAD design

00
GAUGE

5$,/6�2)�6+()),(/'������b*$6�785%,1(
What’s planned?

%5�JORVV�EODFN�ZLWK�VLOYHU�WULP��%5bJUHHQ�HDUO\�
crest, BR green late crest
Price? £199.99
When’s it due? Q1 2021
What stage is it at? /LYHU\�VDPSOHV

00
GAUGE

5$,/6�2)�6+()),(/'�0c,1726+�����&/$66
What’s planned?

&DOHGRQLDQ�5DLOZD\�EOXH�DV�SUHVHUYHG��&DOHGRQLDQ�
5DLOZD\bEOXH�DV�EXLOW��/06�EODFN��%5�EODFN�ODWH�FUHVW��
%5bEODFNbHDUO\bHPEOHP
Price? £199.95 When’s it due? Q2 2021
What stage is it at? Decorated samples

00
GAUGE

.(512:�02'(/�5$,/b&(175(�
*:5b67($0b5$,/02725

What’s planned?
'LDJUDP�Ō5ō�1R�b���LQ�*:5�OLQHG�&ULPVRQ�/DNH��
'LDJUDP�Ō5ō�1R�b���LQ�VLPSOLƓHG�*:5�FKRFRODWH�DQG�
FUHDP��'LDJUDP�Ō5ō�1R�b���LQ�*:5�OLQHG�&ULPVRQ�
/DNH��'LDJUDP�Ō2ō�1R�b���LQ�*:5�IXOO\�OLQHG�FKRFRODWH�
DQG�FUHDP��'LDJUDP�Ō2ō�1R�b���LQ�*:5�OLQHG�EURZQ
Price? £159.99 When’s it due? TBC
What stage is it at? CAD approved

00
GAUGE

+251%<�&/$66b��
What’s planned?

91002 Durham Cathedral�LQ�,QWHU&LW\�([HFXWLYH�
OLYHU\��������For the Fallen�LQ�97(&�FRPPHPR-
rative scheme, 91118 The Fusiliers�LQ�/1(5�
UHG�DQG�������Cancer Research UK in 
*1(5�GDUN�EOXH
Price? e�������When’s it due? Spring 2021
What stage is it at? Running sample

00
GAUGE

+251%<�$37�3
What’s planned?

&ODVVb����$GYDQFHG�3DVVHQJHU�7UDLQ�VHW��������DQG��������
VHYHQ�FDU�SDFN��VHW��������DQG��������ƓYH�FDU�SDFN��
1RQ�'ULYLQJ�0RWRU������
Price? e������Ŋe�������When’s it due? Spring 2021
What stage is it at? Running sample

00
GAUGE

+251%<�0kb��',1,1*�&$5�&2$&+(6
What’s planned?

5%�6�����LQ�%5�JUHHQ��5%�6�����LQ�%5�JUHHQ��5%�5��0�����LQ�
%5bEOXH�JUH\��5%�5��0�����LQ�%5�EOXH�JUH\��5%�5��,&�����LQ�
,QWHU&LW\�b5%�5��,&�����LQ�,QWHU&LW\��5%�:�����LQ�%5�PDURRQ��
5%b:����bLQ�%5�PDURRQ�
Price? e������When’s it due? Spring 2021
What stage is it at? /LYHU\�VDPSOHV



ANOTHER BIG LOAD FROM ACCURASCALE!

HYA/IIA BOGIE HOPPER WAGONS
IN 1:76.2/00 SCALE, ARRIVING Q2 2021

PRE-ORDER DIRECT, OR THROUGH YOUR LOCAL STOCKIST

WWW.ACCURASCALE.CO.UK

accurascale
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Looking for that elusive gift for someone, or do you have a few gaps on your 

own wishlist? Let the Model Rail team provide you with some inspiration! 

DAPOL WORKING SIGNALS
Working GWR, LMS and Southern 

signals in ‘N’ and ‘OO’ with a new 

range of ‘O’ gauge entering the market. 

Easy to install and fully illuminated. 

Chris Leigh says, “I love the working 

GWR lower quadrants, but it would be 

good to have more varieties (home and 

distant on the same post and both wood 

and metal-type posts. I don’t think I’d 

ever tire of playing with them!” 

Price: From £33.50 Availability: Dapol 

stockists or www.dapol.co.uk 

TRAIN-TECH 
AUTOMATIC 
SENSOR SIGNALS 

An innovative system of 

easily installed signals that 

activate with the passing of 

a train AND can be used for 

fully automatic block 

signalling. Chris Gadsby 

says, “I’ve wanted to install 

these on my layout since 

I reviewed them in MR278. 

There are so many different 

products with varying 

numbers of aspects and 

feathers, and with the 

ability to mount them on 

a gantry it doesn’t matter 

what sort of layout you 

have, there’s a signal 

to suit.” 

Price: From £40. 

Availability: Train-Tech 

stockists or www.train-

tech.com

HORNBY 
‘PRINCESS 

ROYAL’ 4-6-2
Hornby’s model of William Stanier’s classic 

4-6-2 to 21st-century standard. Chris Gadsby says, 

“This was a locomotive that was well due for an upgrade and 

Hornby has truly delivered. I’m hoping for one as No. 46203 

Princess Margaret Rose because it’s a family favourite.” 

Price: £189.99 Availability: Hornby stockists or www.hornby.com

3(&2�Ō2ōb*$8*(�$&&(6625,(6�
A growing and comprehensive range of platform 

accessories for the senior scale. Chris Leigh says, “Peco 

seems to have sneaked these out without much publicity and it 

keeps adding items to its range. 

There are milk churns and all sorts of 

useful small items. The GWR seats 

and parcels trolley are brilliant!”

Price: From £6.85 Availability: 

Peco stockists or www.peco-uk.com
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+(/-$1�&/$66b����
George Dent says, “I’m a bit of a Derby/

Sulzer Type 2 obsessive, with a large fleet of 

Bachmann ‘24s’ and ‘25s’, but I’ve been eagerly 

awaiting the release of Heljan’s take on the ‘25/3’. 

I painted up an advance sample earlier this year, 

which was great fun, but it also gave me an idea of 

how good this model could be. I’m saving my 

pennies for the BR blue version of Tamworth Castle!”

Price: £152.96 Availability: Heljan stockists

THE MODEL CRAFT COLLECTION 
HELPING HANDS AND LED 
MAGNIFIER WORKSTATION 

Chris Gadsby says, “I bought this earlier this year, 

primarily to help with figure painting. Holding the 

sprue between the clips not only means that you don’t 

get paint on your hands from holding it yourself, but 

also that the painting is more accurate, as a shaky 

hand doesn’t move the figure just as you apply paint.”

Price: £29.95 Availability: www.amazon.co.uk$b&86720,6('�67$7,21�1$0(%2$5'
As buying genuine railwayana can cost an arm and a leg, why not go for 

a modern replica of your favourite station? Chris Gadsby says, “There are 

often exhibitors making these for customers at shows and they make a great 

addition to the wall of your railway room. While they don’t add anything to the 

railway itself, they are lovely things to look at while operating your layout. 

Availability

X JAF Graphics Tel: 01206 275127 Web: www.jafgraphics.co.uk

X Off The Rails Online Tel: 07947 502297 Web: www.offtherailsonline.com

X Trackside Ltd Tel: 01332 691200 Web: www.tracksideltd.co.uk

X Railwaytotems.co.uk Tel: 01787 228105 Web: www.railwaytotems.co.uk

/21'21�81'(5*5281'�75$&.(5
Want a talking point for any room? This may look like a giant 

circuit board but it’s actually a map of the London Underground with 

LEDs indicating every station. Two sizes are available, a smaller one with 

white LEDs and a large version with coloured LEDs that match the colour of 

the lines on the Tube map. It links to your Wi-Fi and lights up allowing you to 

track the movement of EVERY London Underground service, LIVE. 

Price: £120.00 (Large version £249.00) Availability: www.traintrackr.co.uk

(%0$�+2%%<�$1'�
CRAFT WORKSHOP 
STORAGE 

These laser-cut MDF storage units are 

perfect for those with a tidy mind, 

and can store anything from 

paint to trains. Chris 

Gadsby says: “As my 

collection of paints and 

tools continues to 

grow, having a neat 

storage solution 

that would enable me to 

quickly lay hands on a product will 

save a lot of hassle. Once I have my workshop up 

and running I will definitely be investing in some of these.”

Price: From £13.50 Availability: EBMA Hobby & Craft Web: www.ebmahobby.co.uk

8

5
ANY
SCALE

7

6
ANY
SCALE

ANY
SCALE

9
00
GAUGE



14 Model Rail 281 December 2020

PECO TWISTLOCK POINT MOTORS
Richard Foster says, “Twistlock seemed like such an 

obvious solution that I wondered why no one had ever 

thought of it before. Paper templates mean that 

mounting pins and tie-bar holes are 

perfectly aligned and the twist-lock action 

was easy. It takes a fraction of the time to 

have the PL-1000 in place when 

compared to the installation of a PL-10 

motor, and it means that there are no 

unsightly holes to cut or fill.”

Product code: PL-1000 Price: £13.50 

Availability: Peco stockists or  

www.peco-uk.com

WAR WORLD SCENICS 
SCRATCH AID BUILDING KITS
George says: “This new range of laser-cut MDF kits 

provides a variety of residential and industrial structures, 

rendered in low relief. They’re designed to offer the bare bones 

of a structure, allowing modellers to customise their buildings 

by adding textured overlays to the walls and roof, either with 

embossed card or plastic sheets, or modelling clay. Doors, 

window frames and chimneys are also supplied.”

Price: From £5.99 each Availability: War World Scenics 

Tel: 01792 815841 Web: www.wwscenics.com

SCALESCENES CANAL 
WHARF BOXFILE 
LAYOUT

George Dent says, “Having built 

Scalescenes’ first industrial-themed 

boxfile layout, I was delighted to see this 

latest version, depicting a canal wharf 

and warehouse buildings. I’m thinking 

that this would make the perfect project 

for the Christmas holidays, especially as 

the opportunities for visiting friends and 

family this year are limited. The question 

is, do I build it with ‘OO’ or ‘OO9’ track…?”

Product code: LY02 Price: £9.99 

Availability: www.scalescenes.com

10
4mm

SCALE

IBG MODELS DIAMOND T 
DUMP TRUCK KIT
George Dent says, “During the first Covid-19 lockdown, 

I gorged myself on 1:72 and 1:76 model truck kits and this Diamond T 

Dump Truck, from IBG Models, was a real delight. It features a vast 

amount of individual parts and a fully detailed engine and cab 

interior. In fact, I couldn’t bear to cover these areas, so I modified the 

bonnet sections to pose it open, along with one of the cab doors.” 

Product code: 72021 Price: £11.99 Availability: Wonderland Models 

Tel: 01312 296428 Web: www.wonderlandmodels.com

1:72
SCALE11

12
MR HOBBY PREMIUM 
TOPCOAT AEROSOLS
George Dent says, “I’d been looking for a fast-

drying, hard-wearing clear-coat medium for some time, and 2020 

was the year I discovered Mr Hobby’s range of premium grade 

topcoats. The gloss formula is superb, just the thing for preparing 

a model for waterslide decals. The semi-gloss version is my choice 

for the final coat, toning down the gloss just enough and creating 

a nice, even finish. The 88ml rattle tins aren’t the cheapest and, 

being quite small, they won’t cover many larger models, but the 

quality and ease of use make them well worth the investment.”

Price: £10.20 each Availability: Scale Model Shop 

Tel: 01422 405040 Web: www.scalemodelshop.co.uk
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HATTONS PRECISION BASEBOARDS
Richard Foster says, “There’s no doubt that the 

blossoming of laser-cut baseboard kits has 

transformed layout building. No more does the ham-fisted 

carpenter such as myself have to make do with wobbly legs and 

undulating surfaces. Hattons has now joined the party with an 

extensive range of different sized modules, legs and accessories in 

MDF and plywood that are competitively priced.” 

Price: From £12.00 Availability: Hattons Tel: 01514 591660 

Web: www.hattons.co.uk

EFE LT STOCK
Richard Foster says, “This 

will be an item that will be 

on quite a few Christmas wishlists! 

EFE’s London Underground 

‘Tube’ trains look great, but the 

one thing that was missing was 

a motor. Would Bachmann 

ownership bring a motorised 

version? We waited with baited 

breath – and Bachmann have 

delivered! Or, at least, it will – 

the first 1938 Stock models 

with coreless motor, lights and 

DCC socket, are expected 

imminently.” 

Product code: E99939 

Price: £349.95 

Availability: EFE Rail stockists

Richard Foster says, 

“Anything that adds 

movement to a layout should be 

welcomed with open arms – and 

Dapol’s water tower is one such 

feature. Just imagine it – a train 

draws up to the tower and, at 

the flick of a switch, the arm 

swings out to meet the 

locomotive, just as if 

a miniature and unseen 

footplate crew has done it. 

Oh, and you can get them 

with sound too. Magic!”

Price: £50.00 

Availability: Dapol 

stockists or www.dapol.co.uk

POINT RODDING
Chris Leigh says, “Little details make or break 

a layout, and one detail that often gets forgotten on 

steam-era railways is point rodding. Now there’s no excuse for not 

linking your ‘OO’ gauge signal box, points and signals with Wills’ 

plastic kit. Or, why not go a stage further and use DCCconcepts’ 

point rodding (DCR-WRP, £99.95) that actually works?!” 

Product code: Wills SS89, £12.30 

Availability: Peco stockists or www.peco-uk.com

WOODLAND SCENICS FOAM NAILS AND 
FOAM KNIFE
Chris Leigh says, “Expanded polystyrene is one of the best 

materials from which to make, well, expansive scenery. But it can be 

a bit of a pain to cut, fix and glue. That’s where three items in the 

extensive Woodland Scenics range can help: the Foam Knife (WST1433) 

cuts through polystyrene like butter, Foam Nails (WST1432) are perfect 

for holding pieces of foam together and Foam Tac glue (WST1444) has 

been formulated to glue it together securely.”

Price: WST1432, £6.70; WST1433, £9.55; WST1444, £12.50 

Availability: Bachmann stockists 

DAPOL WATER CRANE

ROKET UV
Richard Foster says, “The technology may have 

been around for a while, but Deluxe Materials is 

the first organisation to apply it to modelling. Roket UV gives you 

the chance to perfectly align parts – be they plastic, wood or metal 

– before setting them instantly using ultraviolet light. It’s good 

value seeing as you get glue and UV light fob in a pack. A larger, 

20g, pack is also available without the light fob.”

Product code: AD88 Price: £10.00 Availability: Deluxe Materials 

stockists or www.deluxematerials.co.uk
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hat drives us to build model 

railways? I can answer that 

quite simply. Can you? 

In my case, it’s inspiration. 

I suspect it’s the same for many 

modellers. I see something that I like 

and I want to build a model of it. 

Actually, with me it is so compulsive 

that I have to build a model of it. Take 

last month’s Vinegar branch project. 

It is very loosely based on that line’s 

well-known semaphore-signalled road 

crossing, but there is one building 

which is much more closely based on 

the real thing than the five others.

The moment I saw a picture of the 

Railway Arms I knew that I had to 

model that building accurately enough to be 

recognisable, in order to make my little diorama 

acceptable to me. This month’s project was a little 

different but the driving force was still inspiration. 

We had a meeting – one of those current ‘trial by 

new media’ meetings where five of us link computers 

all at the same time so we can hear and see each other 

just as we would once have done in a meeting room 

back in the office. 

I carefully angled my computer so that my 

colleagues would have a nice view over my shoulder, 

through the window, to the succession of tractors and 

farm machines that pass here every day in summer. 

My colleagues were polite enough not to mention that 

I’d moved my computer so that all they could see was 

the top of my head! Yes, it was summer, harvest was 

just starting and we were going to be talking about the 

Christmas issue!

I volunteered to build one of those ‘train set round 

a Christmas tree’ layouts that you see in almost every 

Christmas movie that features a toy shop. As most are 

American movies, the train sets are usually Lionel 

‘O’ gauge. Could I capture that movie atmosphere with 

models that I already own? The obvious choice was to 

use Bachmann Spectrum ‘On30’ equipment. That is 

narrow gauge trains to American ‘O’ scale (1:48)

representing 2ft 6in gauge and running on 16.5mm 

gauge track. The track gauge would mean I could use 

Peco On16.5 track on which, if all else failed, I could 

run my British ‘OO’ models.

However, I also have some On30 equipment, 

including Bachmann passenger cars and a Broadway 

Limited 2-8-0 which I had finished in White Pass & 

Yukon Route livery to run on the late Keith Willows’ 

‘Simply Narrow Gauge’ layout. A Christmas scene 

with snow, fir trees and the White Pass & Yukon! 

What more inspiration could I need? (See page 48).

In June 2007 I joined an enthusiasts’ tour of the 

White Pass & Yukon Route. It was called a route 

because it included paddle steamers, as well as the 

railway. I had a digital camera, but it is a measure of 

how new and uncertain that technology was that 

I took numerous rolls of film and few digital pictures, 

so the accompanying photographs are all scans of 

prints. Despite the fact that I was building nothing 

more than a circle of track with some toy buildings, 

I still consulted my photographs for inspiration and 

was surprised at just how many parallels I could draw 

between my circular train set and the real thing.

W

 Yes, it was 
summer, 
harvest was 
just starting 
and we were 
going to be 
talking about 
the Christmas 
issue! 

Modeller CV: Chris Leigh 
One thing leads to another. I wonder if ‘On30’ would work 
in the garden?

Opinion

According 
to Chris...

…it might be just 

DbFLUFOH�RI�WUDFN�

DURXQG�D�&KULVWPDV�

WUHH��EXW�&KULV�VWLOO�

QHHGV�LQVSLUDWLRQ�

A 2-8-0 on a tight circle? WP&YR Baldwin No. 73 turns its 

demonstration freight train on the balloon loop at Bennett, 

British Columbia. ALL: CHRIS LEIGH

A timber trestle on 

a sharp curve? No. 73 

crosses the East Fork 

of the Skagway river at 

Denver with the Skagway-

Fraser steam excursion. 

A clerestory-roof coach 

with wood-burning stove, 

diesel-hauled? WP&YR has 

79 passenger cars mostly 

built new in traditional 

style. No. 346 Lake Pelly 

was new in 2004. Most of 

the buildings in Skagway 

are original or in traditional 

style, too. 
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With its compact design, this 

soldering iron makes the 
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professional user, especially 

when working in a confined 

area – providing a stable 

and constant temperature 

for all soldering tasks. Fully 

assembled and ready to go 

out of the box, this 30W iron 

comes complete with a metal 

stand and a 1.1m (approx.) cable 

and comes fitted with an easily 

replaceable soldering tip. 
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veryone will have memories of school 

trips, days out to castles, museums and 

galleries. But, in the 1950s, heavy 

industry was considered a suitable place 

to take a class of children! One such visit made 

a huge impression on David Vaughan.

“The school trip which really stuck in my mind 

and led to the creation of ‘Gasworks Basin’ was one 

to an inner-city gasworks,” he recalls. “We got up 

close and personal with all of the machines and the 

steam locomotives bringing in the coal and were 

shown round the retort house with its roaring 

furnaces, my senses heightened by the distinctive 

smells and the grime around the place.”

Layouts of this nature have always appealed to 

David, with a loft layout dating back to 1980 and an 

‘O’ gauge layout both depicting industrial scenes. 

This latest creation fits onto three 4ft by 2ft Tim 

Horn laser-cut baseboards with the right-most board 

housing a cassette fiddleyard.

“I find that using Tim Horn’s baseboards makes 

life really simple because they’re easy to put together 

and I know I’ll get a smooth transition between 

boards. This means that I can spend more time doing 

what I enjoy – scratchbuilding.”

As soon as you view ‘Gasworks Basin’ your eyes 

are drawn to the gas holders. David used everything 

he could lay his hands on to make these buildings, 

including bits of drainpipe, Plastruct sections, brass 

tube, and bits from his odds-and-ends boxes. But, as 

he explains, the building wasn’t the most difficult 

part of the build.

“For some strange reason, when people were 

taking photographs of a gasworks they focused on 

the locomotives rather than the buildings. Goodness 

knows why! I find that doing the research is half the 

fun of building a layout, but it did take long to 

gather enough photographs, including some aerial 

shots of the very same gasworks I visited while at 

school, to make the buildings look right. When it 

comes to making the structures I often use 

Scalescenes downloadable papers. I have used 

embossed plastic building sheets with a variety of 

techniques, including using artists’ pastels and 

pencils and dry-brushing, but I find that, in 

‘OO’ gauge, it is a bit tedious to paint individual 

bricks or stones, and I couldn’t get the level of detail 

I wanted. Using the large variety of Scalescenes 

paper ensures that I get neat, crisp mortar lines.”

E
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The row of terraced houses on the backscene 

LVbSXUSRVHO\�PRGHOOHG�JRLQJ�GRZQKLOO�WR�DGG�WKH�

LOOXVLRQ�RIbDbJUDGLHQW�

3KRWRJUDSKV�RI�EXLOGLQJV�DUH�LQ�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�

WR�PDNH�WKHP�ORRN�IXUWKHU�DZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�KD]H��

'DYLG�WRRN�WKH�LGHD�IURP�DQRWKHU�OD\RXW�

7KH�WUDFN�LV�&RGH����ƓQHVFDOH�WUDFN�ZLWK�0DUFZD\�

SRLQWV�DQG�603�SDUWV�
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things we like3
“When it comes to 

making the structures 
,bRIWHQ�XVH�6FDOHVFHQHV�

GRZQORDGDEOH�SDSHUV”

‘Gasworks Basin’ isn’t based on one 

particular location, but David took 

inspiration from places such as 

Shoreham Docks and Dover Priory. 

David can swap the locomotives 

if he wishes, which could easily 

change the location, as there aren’t 

obvious indicators that it is based 

in the South of England.
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“During the exhibition I usually 
let my friends operate while 
,bWDON�WR�WKH�YLHZHUV��
particularly the children 
who don’t understand 
what’s happening 
straight away”

4
The water representing 

the sheltered harbour is 

varnish with the base painted 

shades of greens and browns 

to give the water a murky 

look. Re-doing that section 

is on David’s to-do list, as he 

isn’t completely happy with 

how it has turned out.
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The gas holder was once a familiar landmark in 

every town. Gas was created by heating coal but, as 

you might imagine, it was a dirty, labour-intensive 

process. The discovery of natural gas under the 

North Sea spelt the end of the town gasworks. 

Consequently, there are generations for whom the 

gas holder is a strange and alien structure. 

History, therefore, has come full circle for, having 

been inspired on a school visit, David now uses his 

miniature gasworks as an educational tool. 

He says, “During the exhibition I usually let my 

friends operate while I talk to the viewers, 

particularly the children who don’t understand 

what’s happening straight away, as these gasworks 

just don’t exist any more. This way, if asked what the 

layout is about, I can talk them through the process 

as the coal is brought in and the wagons are 

unloaded using a magnet on a stick and a magnet on 

the underside of the coal load in the wagon. Once the 

train has arrived at its destination the coal loads are 

removed and safely stored behind the layout.

“Likewise, empty coke wagons are similarly filled 

under the coke hopper in the gasworks. Once the 

train has re-entered the fiddleyard it can be 

loaded up again to repeat the process. The down 

side is that you see a stick come down from the 

sky, but it makes it look more like an operational 

gasworks rather than having a train leave with 

a full load of coal.

OLD SKILLS, NEW TECHNIQUES
Throughout the half a century David has been 

modelling, including the two decades during which 

he ran a model shop, there have been a lot of changes 

6

5



David started the layout 

with a Walthers kit of 

a gasometer, made in early 2018, 

and the layout was finished 

18 months later.

7



www.model-rail.co.uk
27

to the hobby. Not one to shy away from this, David 

has mixed his traditional scratchbuilding skills with 

the latest technology available to modellers.

“To save my sanity (and fingers) in making lots of 

small windows I’ve used both the etched brass 

offerings from Brassmasters and the laser-cut 

windows from York Modelmaking. As with any 

off-the-shelf products it was more expensive than 

making them myself but it saves a lot of time and 

effort! I’m also fortunate enough to have a friend 

who owns a 3D printer, so when I wasn’t happy with 

the design of the jib on the dockside crane I had 

made I designed my own. My friend sent me back 

a sample and I was so impressed with it I wanted to 

put it straight onto the layout. He had to remind me 

that it was only the sample and better was still to 

come! I wait with excitement to see what 3D printing 

can do in the next few years.

“Despite the size of ‘Gasworks Basin’, three 

operators travel to exhibitions to follow prototypical 

operations as closely as possible as there are two 

controllers, one for the shuttle that runs the coal 

trains from the dockside to the gasworks at the 

front of the layout and one for the remainder of 

operations. We aim to have a train of one sort or 

another running at all times.

“While I enjoy doing exhibitions I don’t like the 

8

9
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setting up and putting away as often there are 
a lot of people trying to do the same thing at 
the same time and I’m scared something is 
going to get broken. Once everything is safe 
I feel a lot happier.”

QUEST FOR REALISM
As well as realistic operations, David has attempted 
to make his trains appear more realistic by altering 
the couplings. Initially, he used the tension lock 
couplings supplied and Heathcote Electronics 
uncouplers with servos to push the couplings up 
and allow for separation of the locomotive and 
wagons. “These work really well normally, but you 
have to be very precise with where you stop the 

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh

On the baseboard 

to the right of the 

gasworks is the dock basin 

where the collier is moored. 

There is also a small station 

capable of accommodating 

a two-coach push-pull train 

for the dockworkers, who 

exit over a footbridge to 

a dock gate where a foreman 

is waiting to sign them on. 

10
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I have been involved with steam engines and 

UHVWRUDWLRQV�IRU�WKH�EHVW�SDUW�RI�KDOI�DbFHQWXU\�DQG�

,ōYH�EHHQ�RUJDQLVLQJ�UDOOLHV�VLQFH�������/DVW�

&KULVWPDV�,bZDV�JLYHQ�DbXNXOHOH�DQG�,ōYH�EHHQ�

EXV\�OHDUQLQJ�WR�SOD\�LW�

MODELLER CV: 
'$9,'b9$8*+$1

Gauge and scale: ‘OO’

Size: 12ft by 2ft

FACTFILE: 
Ō*$6:25.6b%$6,1ō

12ft

2
ft

11
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train for the servo-operated ramp to uncouple 

accurately. Since this was causing a bit of a headache at 

times I’m thinking about making the switch to Hunt 

magnetic couplings, which simply clip into the 

existing NEM sockets. These couplings enable closer 

buffering and eliminate the tendency for hook and bar 

couplings to override. They do, however, have their 

downsides as it means that, unless you are operating 

set rakes of wagons, the ‘hand of God’ will have to 

reach down and manually separate them, but when 

there is already a big stick removing wagon loads 

I don’t think it makes much difference!”

We often see layouts inspired by childhood 

memories and school trips are a perfect scenario as 

they often took you to places you wouldn’t normally 

go. Perhaps with a few packs of figures of children, 

you could create a version of you and your 

classmates on an adventure and relive some of your 

best memories, as David has done. School trips are 

still occasionally taken by train, so whatever era you 

are modelling, you can recreate some of your 

memorable times out with your class. 

12

The layout is DC-controlled 

because some of the 

locomotives are so small that, 

for David, putting a chip in them 

would have been too difficult. Two 

Gaugemaster walkabout controllers 

are employed for operation.

13
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R
eaders of a certain age will 

remember the Hornby advert 

showing a young boy and his father 

playing with a model railway. Today, 

the same advert still rings true, but the model 

railway has been replaced with a computer 

games console. 

Traditionally, Christmas has been a time for 

getting together with family, eating far too 

much and generally having no idea what day it 

is between Christmas and New Year, as most 

people are off work and the children are 

enjoying a school break. That gave me the idea 

of exploring whether it would be possible to 

build a layout with your family, in particular 

a very keen youngster, in the six-day time frame 

between Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

There are a couple of caveats to this article 

which I should make clear before I dive too 

deeply into it. Firstly, although the build is 

taking place within a six-day period, there has 

been a fair amount of planning as there is with 

any model railway, and some aspects such as 

the baseboard have been made in advance. 

I also had long discussions with my young 

cousin about what he wanted with his model 

railway, so that I could gather all of the 

necessary products beforehand. You could, of 

course, do all of this in secret and surprise your 

children or grandchildren on Christmas Day, 

but if they already adore model railways and 

know exactly what they want, it might be safer 

to talk to them to avoid disappointment!

Secondly, there will be some aspects of 

model railway building which aren’t suitable for 

young children to be involved with. Principally, 

I’m thinking about soldering in this instance, 

but this also extends to using sharp knives.

That said, the main reason for building this 

layout over the Christmas period is that 

everybody can get involved, so I made sure to 

build a layout that could withstand young, 

clumsy fingers, and included plenty that they 

could do, such as helping to build card kits, 

ballasting and adding scenery. 

This article will guide you through 

everything you need to build a 6ft by 4ft layout 

and I have aimed wherever possible for each 

double page to represent one day, which 

should hopefully avoid any layout-building 

burnout – and also allow for breaks to be taken 

to go and do other Christmas activities while 

glue is drying, for example.

I had a lot of fun building this layout and it 

was especially satisfying to see the look on my 

cousin’s face when it was finished, which was 

easily the best bit of the project. A final word 

I should say is that this was all done within the 

government guidelines at the time of building 

the layout.

Yuletide allows you plenty of time to spend with family, so Chris Gadsby demonstrates 
how to have fun building a layout with your children during this seasonal holiday period.

BUILD A LAYOUT 
AT CHRISTMAS

6 DAYSOO
GAUGE

P
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O
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O
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A
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H
Y
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C
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A
D
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HOW TO 
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SHOPPING LIST
Here are just some examples of 

WKHbRSWLRQV�DYDLODEOH�WR�\RX�ZKHQ�

FUHDWLQJ�D�EDVHERDUG

�X �PP�SO\ZRRG�VKHHW�Availability: 

$OO�',<�VWRUHV�DQG�WLPEHU�

PHUFKDQWVbPrice: £24-£29 

GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�VXSSOLHU

�X 3ODQHG�WLPEHU�Availability: All DIY 

stores Price:�$SSUR[LPDWHO\�e��

GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�VXSSOLHU

�X $�VPRRWK�VXUIDFH�ZRRGHQ�GRRU�

Availability: DIY stores Price: 

'HSHQGV�RQ�WKH�VW\OH�RI�GRRU

�X /DVHU�FXW�EDVHERDUG�Availability: 

www.tim-horn.co.uk��:HEVLWH�

FXUUHQWO\�FORVHG�ZKLOH�XQGHUJRLQJ�

DbUHGHVLJQ��Price:�'HSHQGV�RQ�VL]H�

RI�ERDUG�EXW�VWDUWV�IURP�DURXQG�e���

TOOLS
�X 6DZ

�X:RRG�JOXH

�X 'ULOO

�X:RRG�VFUHZV

�X Clamps

�X 6WHHO�HGJH�UXOH

�X 3HQFLO

�X Set square

What you will need

This is the board to which I’ll add the cork. 

Adding cork is not an essential part of model 

railway building, but it can help to soften the 

noise of the trains and provide a surface to 

which the adhesive bonds more readily.

Do a dry run to ensure you cut the cork to the 

right size. I always find that it is easiest to 

unroll the cork so that the curve is facing 

towards the board as this will prevent the 

corners from lifting while the glue dries.

1 2

Use a generous amount of cork adhesive 

spread on the board and press the cork firmly 

into it. Work on a small section at a time and 

ensure it is firmly in place, it should hold fairly 

quickly. Weight it down as you go. 

Before the glue has an opportunity to set, I cut 

out channels in the cork for wires. Usually 

these would go underneath the baseboard 

but as that would then be on show they will be 

hidden under the landscape.

Once all of the cork has been laid onto the baseboard, make sure you weigh it down with some 

heavy items such as dictionaries while the glue sets. If you are intending on modelling a main 

line, you may wish to add a second layer of cork where the track is going to be so that it’s raised 

above the rest of the scenery if you have covered the whole board in cork. As this particular 

layout is closer to a train set I elected not to do this and just put it underneath the track.

3

4 5

STEP
BY

STEP

BASEBOARDS
Building a baseboard is one 

of those necessary evils when 

it comes to creating a model 

railway. You can’t have a layout without 

some form of board. 

Fortunately, there are now companies that 

will design and build the baseboard for you 

if you aren’t confident about your carpentry 

skills. Also, as George Dent explains in the 

current module of Skills Station, laser-cut 

baseboards are becoming increasingly 

popular. Depending on the size of your 

layout there are other alternatives, such as 

a smooth-finished door (sapele type) from 

a hardware store – you can also often find 

used doors for free on websites such as 

Gumtree, Freecycle and Facebook 

Marketplace . If you do want to make your 

own baseboard then 9mm plywood with 2x1 

inch bracing is a popular choice, but bear in 

mind if you are modelling in ‘O’ gauge that 

a more substantial board will be required to 

cope with the weight of the models.

For this project, the layout will be stored 

against the wall and lowered when in use, 

resting on a couple of trestles with the 

bracing on the surface of the board rather 

than underneath. The intention is to 

incorporate these into the scenery to hide 

them from view. I will also be adding a layer 

of cork to the baseboard to lower the noise 

level of moving trains.
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SHOPPING LIST
�X Hornby R600 straight track Price: 

£2.30; Hornby R601 double straight 

track Price: £2.75; Hornby R607 2nd 

radius double curve Price: £3.45; 

Hornby R609 3rd radius double 

curve Price: £3.45; Hornby R636 

double track level crossing Price: 

£30.45; Hornby R8072 left-hand 

point Price: £12.60; Hornby R8073 

right hand point Price: £12.60 

Availability: Hornby stockists

�X SL-10 Peco metal rail joiners 

Availability: Peco stockists  

Price: £3.00*

�X SL-11 Peco insulated rail joiners 

Availability: Peco stockists  

Price: £2.85*

�X 6/����3HFR�SLQV�IRU�Ɠ[LQJ�WUDFN�

Availability: Peco stockists  

Price: £2.35*

*prices from www.kernowmodel
railcentre.com

What you will needTHE TRACK
As railway modellers, we are 

forever striving for the next 

step in realism. It is perhaps 

strange then, that the last thing to be put 

in place on the prototype is the first thing 

we put in place on our models. 

Regardless of whether your project will 

be an epic-sized room-filler or a micro 

layout, track is the one thing that unites us 

all, and getting it right is crucial to reliable 

running and enjoyment. 

For this project I have predominantly 

used Hornby fixed track pieces and points, 

however I have also used one or two 

pieces of FlexiTrack which I had spare from 

another project. There is, however, extra 

work involved in using flexible track, which 

is why fixed track is often a preferred option.

To ensure that you have a strong 

connection between different pieces of 

track, it’s important to ensure that the metal 

joiners are firmly in place on both sides of 

the join. To help with this, a pair of pliers can 

be used to squeeze the joiner to the rail. 

Remember that you may need to employ 

insulated rail joiners as well as metal ones 

to avoid a short circuit if you are using live 

frog points. This isn’t the case on this 

layout, but I used them on the crossovers 

so that the two loops can be operated 

independently without fear of accidentally 

moving trains. 

TOOLS
�X Small hammer

�X 1HHGOH�ƓOH

�X Pliers (long-nose/needle-nose)

�XWire

�X Soldering iron and solder

�X )OX[

To join two pieces of track together, carefully 

slot each rail into the joiner attached to the 

other piece of track. Once they are correctly 

positioned, slide the pieces together until they 

are touching each other. 

To help keep a secure connection, gently 

squeeze the sides of the joiner together with 

pliers. Only do this once you are happy with 

your track layout as this makes the track 

more difficult to pull apart!

1 2

Lay the track onto the cork and position it 

however you desire. Run your fingers along 

the top of the track to ensure that the joiners 

are fitted correctly everywhere as it is very 

easy to not realise you’ve missed one.

Use track pins to secure the track in position 

on your board (but don’t tap them in all the 

way yet). Make sure you have enough space 

around the edge of the track for any overhang 

when models are travelling around corners. 

3 4

Solder the wires to the side of the rails, using 

flux to assist the joint. The more dropper 

wires on your layout the less you have to rely 

on the joiners to conduct the electricity but 

the amount is entirely personal preference.

Depending on how many connections you have to the track, you may need to solder the wires 

together to form a single connection to the controller. With all of the connections completed, 

test that you can reliably run a locomotive along every piece of track and through all the points. 

It is a lot easier to fix any problems at this stage before scenery is added. I also added another 

set of wires on the opposite end so that power would remain even when the points are thrown.

6 7

Before you drive the pins all the way home 

with a small hammer, feed wires underneath 

the track to be connected to the power 

supply in the next step. They should fit snugly 

in the cork grooves you made earlier.

5

STEP
BY

STEP
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I used some leftover carpet underlay 

insulation as the base for the cricket pitch in 

the corner of the layout. Draw a line to show 

the edge of your elevation. Make sure that it 

is clear of any overhang from trains.

Use a sharp blade to cut through the underlay. 

Don’t worry about it being neat as you’ll carve 

it later. A fresh blade will make a cleaner cut, 

but as this won’t be seen at the end it’s a great 

opportunity to utilise an older blade.

With the rough shape in place, use an old 

bread knife to carve a slope into the 

landscape. Not only does this look more 

realistic but it also helps in areas where the 

overhang is tight as it widens the gap slightly.

Above the tunnel for the canal scene, plywood 

was used on several supports. Around the 

edge these supports can be screwed directly 

to the brace but in the centre brackets were 

used to secure them to the baseboard.

1 4

2

5

Woodland Scenics plaster cloth was then laid 

on the landscape and covered with water, 

using an old paintbrush, and left to harden. 

It took around 24 hours to dry but 

left a pleasing, undulating finish.

A layer of filler was applied where necessary 

to cover any holes in the plaster. Here I used it 

on the slope near the cricket pitch but not on 

the pitch itself, as this would be covered with 

a grass mat. 

7 8

Use a hot glue gun to stick layers together 

until you have reached the desired height of 

your raised section. Be careful not to burn 

yourself on the hot glue as I did – the fact it 

sticks to you means the burning is prolonged!

Use a jigsaw to cut the plywood to size and 

screw it to the supports. Add some extra 

material on top for some undulation and 

balls of newspaper for the hillside. We had 

to be careful of our height restriction here.

3

6

LANDSCAPING

SHOPPING LIST
�X Extruded polystyrene underlay 

Availability: DIY stores Price: £15

�XWoodland Scenics plaster cloth 

triple roll Availability: Woodland 

Scenics stockists Price: £28.75

What you will need

TOOLS
�X Scalpel

�X Old bread knife

�X Jigsaw

Making model railway 

landscapes is not the most 

exciting part of building a layout, 

but it is really important to get it right. 

Fortunately, you don’t need to have 

tremendous carpentry skills to make some 

great landscapes, and I created a hillside 

with a canal and a cricket pitch with 

minimal tools and skill. 

One of the advantages of making the 

landscape is that it’s a great way of using up 

scraps of material left over from other 

projects. For example, the extruded 

polystyrene underlay I used for the cricket 

pitch came from the scraps of another project 

and the scrunched-up newspaper was just an 

old edition being used as a protective sheet 

when decorating.

For this layout I had the extra consideration 

of height to take into account, as the layout 

will be hinged against the wall when not in 

use. This was particularly difficult as the 

maximum height allowance was five inches 

and the Model Scene stone tunnel mouths 

were four and a half inches high themselves. 

This gave me barely any room to extend the 

landscape above the top of the tunnel 

mouths, so I had to settle for a slight 

undulation and the canal.

The great thing with modelling a fictitious 

location is that you can’t really go wrong with 

the landscaping, just practise and have fun!

STEP
BY

STEP

�X Drill

�X Old newspaper

�X Filler
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SHOPPING LIST
�XWills ‘Craftsman’ Kits CK20 post 

RIƓFH�Availability: :LOOV�VWRFNLVWV�

Price: £16 (from www.hattons.co.uk)

�X 0HWFDOIH�022���22�+2�VHPL�FXW�

VWRQHZRUN�%��VW\OH�Availability: www.
metcalfemodels.com Price:�e����

�X 0HWFDOIH�32����22�+2�VWRQH�

SODWIRUP�NLW�Availability: www.
metcalfemodels.com Price:�e�����

�X 0HWFDOIH�32����22�+2�FRUQHU�VKRS�

LQ�VWRQH�Availability: www.
metcalfemodels.com Price: £11

�X 0HWFDOIH�32����22�+2�VWRQH�EXLOW�

ZD\VLGH�VWDWLRQ�Availability: www.
metcalfemodels.com Price:�e��

�X 6FDOH�0RGHO�6FHQHU\�.;����22�

FRXQWU\�SXE�9LFWRULDQ�DOH�KRXVH�

Availability: www.scalemodelscenery.
co.uk Price: e�����

�X 2[IRUG�'LHFDVW�26��7����6W��

&DWKDULQHōV�&KXUFK�Availability: www.
oxforddiecast.co.uk Price:�e�����

What you will needBUILDINGS
Every layout needs a building in 

one form or another and these 

can often become the focal points 

of your creation, so making them look as 

good as possible is something that every 

modeller strives for. There are lots of options 

for making buildings, be it kits, scratchbuilt 

or ready-to-place, and you can customise 

anything to your own desires. 

As my cousin wanted a layout based in 

Yorkshire, he wanted the buildings to be 

made out of stone which did narrow down the 

options, but I was still able to find every type 

of building he wanted. To highlight the range 

of options the layout includes card, plastic 

and resin models. There hasn’t been space to 

include a guide on how to build each type of 

building kit in this article, but you can find 

these in more detail in other issues of Model 

Rail and in this year’s How To Build a Model 

Railway, available at www.greatmagazines.

co.uk/how-to-build-2020

For the buildings section of this article I’ve 

focused on documenting the build of the Wills 

Craftsman plastic kit, the Metcalfe stone 

platform kit and the modifications of the 

signal box. Of course the amount and type of 

buildings you have will depend on your own 

desires and the size available to you. Websites 

will often state the footprint to help you out.

TOOLS
�X 6FDOSHO

�X 6WHHO�HGJH�UXOH

�X *OXH

�X 3DLQW

The Wills ‘Craftsman’ kits differ from other 

plastic kits in that although everything is 

provided, you need to cut the parts to size 

from the sheet material. This allows you to 

customise your model as you like.

1

To achieve an appearance of mortar between 

the stones, firstly give the model a coat of 

white paint, using a cloth to wipe the paint off 

the surfaces of the stones while it’s still wet, 

leaving it only remaining in the gaps between.

Now for the long bit: Individually pick out 

each stone in a suitable colour. Use a mixture 

of grey shades to provide variation. I also 

left a handful of stones cream for a bit of 

viewing interest.

3 4

Add the roof, ensuring an even overhang on 

both sides of the model. Make sure to cut 

around the chimney at each end and add in 

the ridge tiles and drainpipes where required. 

You will need to file the ridge flat first. 

Add the final details to the front including 

a wall-mounted post box, hanging sign and 

wall-mounted sign. Included in the kit is also 

an interior which can be folded and glued to 

the inside of the model.

6 7

To reduce the footprint of the building 

I modified the chimneys to be entirely 

internal. Use the same technique with the 

stones as in step 4. Fix the doors and windows 

in with a suitable plastic glue.

5

Firstly use the template to cut out the four 

walls. Then, use the right-angled wall supports 

to glue the walls together. You can butt them 

together and then use your scalpel to carve 

stonework around the corner.

2

Also included with the post office is this small 

phone box. This is easy to put together and 

makes a nice feature at the side of the 

building. You can also add walls and 

a conservatory if you wish.

8

STEP
BY

STEP
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The final touch is to add the white line at the 

edge of the platform with the slabs behind. 

This is a self-adhesive sheet included in the kit 

and is simple to apply. If you make a mistake, 

simply peel it off and redo it.

Use the wall and supports to strengthen the 

platform. You can’t really go wrong with the 

supports. Add as many as you like – the more 

you add, the stronger the platform will be and 

the larger surface you have for gluing later.

Here is the finished 

platform with the 

station in situ and the 

steps added at the front. 

These were part of the 

station kit. Another 

platform was added for 

the other track in the 

station and a footbridge 

can be added later. 

Before gluing the 

platforms in place, have 

another check of the 

clearances to ensure 

that you won’t 

encounter any problems 

which are harder to fix 

later on when you can’t 

move the platform.

7

8

5

Only the base was brick, so once I had got to 

this stage the rest of the build was simpler. 

Gluing the stone paper to the brick card and 

then cutting out the windows is an easy way 

of making sure they are in the right place.

With the top half of the signal box glued in 

place, you can see how easily the stone 

blends with the rest of the model. Any areas 

of white can be touched up with a suitable 

coloured pen.

2 3

Away from the platform edge, add the wall to 

prevent any potential fare dodgers from 

exiting the station away from the barriers! 

Using capping stones halfway up will hide the 

join between the wall and the platform.

As my cousin wanted a Yorkshire setting and 

the buildings to be stone, I had to modify the 

Metcalfe signal box by using the 

manufacturer’s stone paper to cover the brick. 

Simply cut to size and glue over the top.

6

1

To make a ramp at the end of the platform, 

score the card 56mm from the end of the 

platform. This number is because of the 

length of the pre-formulated platform walls, 

ensuring a nice clean transition.

4

Transfer the measurements to a piece of 

mount card. You can make the platform as 

wide as you wish but I also added an extra 

section for the station building to rest on 

when the layout is in use. 

2

Use tape to stick together several pieces of 

the Metcalfe platform surface and mark out 

from the template the outline of the platform. 

A sharp blade and a steel edge rule will make 

light work of the thin card.

3

To make the platforms, first use the longest 

locomotive to mark the point at which the 

platform needs to end to ensure the trains 

don’t hit it. This is only necessary if there is 

a curve at the end of the platform.

1

MODIFY THE SIGNAL BOX

PLATFORMS
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I used Woodland Scenics medium grey ballast 

for the layout, mostly because I already had 

some in stock, but you could use any colour 

to suit your needs. One bottle is comfortably 

enough to cover this layout.

Ballasting is a long job which requires 

concentration. To aid the distribution of the 

ballast, use a teaspoon to pour a small 

amount at a time between the rails and to 

each side. 

If you’d like nice neat edges to your ballast 

you can use low-tack masking tape to create 

the edge or, alternatively, a scrap piece of 

card will push the ballast together and create 

a neat edge for you to then glue.

I started with Deluxe Materials Ballast Bond 

but when I ran out I used a 50/50 mix of PVA 

glue and water to glue the ballast, dripped on 

with a syringe. You do have to be careful that 

you don’t move the ballast when gluing.

4

1 2

5

Doing between tracks is easiest if you want to 

get some practice first before doing between 

the rails. Use a small brush to move any bits of 

ballast away from the insides of the rails and 

any of the moving parts of the points.

There will inevitably be some glue on the top 

of the rails after gluing so make sure you give 

them a good clean with a track rubber and 

test all of the points to make sure they can 

move freely.

3

6

SHOPPING LIST
�XWoodland Scenics medium grey 

blend ballast Availability: 

Woodland Scenics stockists 

3ULFH�b£12.50* 

�XWoodland Scenics Olive Drab water 

undercoat Availability: Woodland 

Scenics stockists Price: £8.65*

�X Deluxe Materials Making Waves 

Availability: www.deluxematerials.
co.uk Price: £9.50

�XWoodland Scenics Static King static 

grass applicator Availability: 

Woodland Scenics stockists Price: 

e�������IURP�5DLOV�RI�6KHIƓHOG�

�X:DU�:RUOG�6FHQLFV�VWDWLF�JUDVV�ƓEUHV�

Availability: www.wwscenics.com 

Price: From £1.60

*prices from www.kernowmodel
railcentre.com 

TOOLS
�X 6PDOO�EUXVK��DUWLVWōV�SDLQWEUXVK�

�X A syringe 

�X Track rubber

�X Acetate

�X MDF primer

�X Hairspray

�X Paint

What you will needSCENERY
At this point it is likely you have 

tested your track and put some 

of the buildings in situ to give you 

an idea of how your layout will look. It’s 

always a good idea to test your track at 

every opportunity, as it gives you a better 

indication if something goes wrong as to 

what the cause might be.

When I first started to build my own 

layout, Chris Leigh told me that I would 

work constantly on it to the point at which 

the track worked and then I would do 

nothing on it from that point for a long time. 

I smirked at that remark, as it didn’t seem as 

though it would be something I’d do but, lo 

and behold, it’s been nearly nine months 

since the track was working and it’s still just 

track on bare baseboard and some oddly 

placed buildings.

Another reason that modellers may put off 

doing the scenery for a while is because of 

another dreaded b-word: ballasting. This is 

a word similar to baseboard that can 

sometimes result in modellers shying away. 

It’s understandable as there are things that 

can go wrong, and I made mistakes at the 

start of ballasting this layout, but everything 

is fixable so try not to let yourself get too 

disheartened about it if it doesn’t go how 

you would have hoped for. 

The key thing to remember with ballast is 

to make sure it doesn’t have an impact on 

the operation of the pointwork or the 

locomotives. Make sure that the ballast 

doesn’t get between the point blades to 

prevent them from being thrown, or stuck 

to the inside of rails and fouling the flanges 

of locomotives. 

As I mentioned earlier, everything is 

fixable and any stray ballast can be removed 

with a knife blade until everything works as it 

should. As you can see from the 

photographs, my ballasting isn’t perfect but 

it does the job and any gaps can be filled 

with some weeds and scatter material to 

make the track look well used. 

While ballast is an important part of most 

layouts, there are a lot of other aspects too 

and on this layout that was predominantly 

grass in one form or another. To cover large 

areas quickly you can use a grass mat on 

flatter surfaces and then add extra scenery 

on the top of it to make it look less uniform. 

On rougher surfaces, static grass is a good 

choice for a realistic application and it 

doesn’t have to involve an expensive static 

grass machine, as Gaugemaster’s puffer 

bottle is a much cheaper alternative. 

It is a good idea to place any buildings 

before painting the landscape the 

approximate colours of scenery as this 

will help you to place features. On this 

layout it meant I avoided painting in front 

of the buildings green where there should 

be roads and it allowed me to accurately 

position the path. 

The only structures which need to be glued 

at this point are any that will affect the 

positioning of ballast – for example, platforms 

which meet flush with the edge of it.

STEP
BY

STEP

BALLASTING THE TRACK
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On the hill I used a static grass applicator 

(kindly borrowed from Chris Leigh) and 

a mixture of 4 and 6mm static grass fibres 

from WWScenics. If you have a large area 

to cover, take breaks to avoid arm ache!

Large areas can be covered with a grass mat, 

providing that there aren’t too many 

undulations. Simply cut to size and glue down. 

This grass mat from Gaugemaster was perfect 

for the cricket pitch in the corner. 

4 5

I covered the hillside with scatter material and 

used a hedge made from Woodland Scenics 

Poly Fiber and scatter material added for 

flowers, to hide the join between the two 

materials. It also acts as a cricket ball stopper!

6

As a family who love the waterways, a canal 

was an essential feature of the layout. Start by 

making a card template to match the section 

of the hillside earmarked for the canal. It 

should fit nicely in the lower section.

Using this template, cut out the same shape 

using acetate. I had plenty left over from a 

swimming pool diorama from a few months 

ago but, annoyingly, I had to put two pieces 

together for this as the canal was too long!

The canal network in the UK definitely doesn’t 

contain blue water! I used Woodland Scenics 

Olive Drab paint to create a murky canal look, 

ensuring that I covered not only the bottom 

but the sides as well.

I glued the acetate in place and then covered 

the surface with Deluxe Materials Making 

Waves. Usually I would place the boat on the 

acetate at this stage but my cousin wanted to 

swap the boats around so I left it off for now.

4

1 2

5

Use strips of acetate as supports for the 

underside of the canal to help it sit at the 

correct height on the layout. I used plenty 

over the join to ensure both pieces stayed 

glued together before doing a trial fit.

Once the Making Waves has dried it provides 

a nice, slightly blurry look to the top of the 

canal. As a finishing touch, the boat just needs 

a figure adding to the deck and a horse 

pulling it along the towpath!

3

6

To create the scenery, I first coated any 

exposed MDF with a primer so that paint and 

material adheres better to the wood. As this 

won’t be seen at the end you don’t need to 

worry too much about neatness.

Paint the landscape the approximate colour 

you wish to make the scenery. For example 

the grass will be a shade of green and the 

paths will be brown. This just helps to hide 

any holes in the scenery should they occur.

1 2

I used a mixture of static grass and scatter 

material for the majority of the layout. First 

paint a generous amount of PVA glue on 

to the surface and add the scatter material to 

the top. A burst of hairspray will help it stick.

3

THE GRASS HILLS

THE CANAL
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My cousin was very excited about building 

the layout and spent a lot of pocket money on 

bits and bobs that nicely finish a layout. This 

hiker, for example, has just finished the climb 

from the pub to the canal towpath.

No layout is complete without people and the 

wide variety of figures and poses allow for 

some amusing scenes. This Peco figure is 

angrily checking his watch while staring down 

the platform waiting for his train.

At one end of the layout I have added a large 

field suitable for cows, sheep and, in this 

instance, horses. One of the team was 

sidelined for towing the narrowboat and the 

rest were left to graze this field.

I decided to add this postman and his bicycle 

leaning up against the wall of the post office 

to give the illusion that he is about to start his 

rounds. Modelling figures in standing poses 

avoids a unrealistic ‘frozen’ appearance.

1

3

2

4

Bushes are a great way to hide any 

imperfections on the layout. Here, for 

example, a gap between the static grass and 

the path exposed a large patch of paint which 

I could handily cover with a large bush.

This level crossing is the Hornby product you 

can get in the track extension packs. As both 

the lights and double barriers can’t fit in the 

moulded holes, I glued the lights slightly to 

the side for some extra interest.

6 7

Oxford Diecast vehicles are very popular and 

they produce a wide range of cars for almost 

every era. Modelling them as parked cars 

gives you a good reason as to why they aren’t 

moving around your layout. 

5

I ran out of time to paint the sight screens for 

the cricket pitch, but I was able to glue in 

place three spectator benches and cut a piece 

of thread to size to act as the boundary rope. 

A wicket could be added in later.

8

SHOPPING LIST
�X Model Scene 5122 hikers 

Availability: Model Scene stockists 

Price: £6.65*

�X Model Scene 5302 people standing 

Availability: Model Scene stockists 

Price: £10.50*

�X Model Scene 5105 horses and 

ponies Availability: Model Scene 

stockists Price: £4.75*

�X P&D Marsh PDZ07 mail set with 

postman Availability: www.
pdmarshmodels.com Price: £9.20

�X Oxford Diecast vehicles 

Availability: www.oxforddiecast.
co.uk Price: From £5.75

�XWoodland Scenics FC146 bushes 

clump foliage medium green 

Availability: Woodland Scenics 

stockists Price: £5.75*

�X Model Scene 5401 cricket ground 

accessories Availability: Model 

Scene stockists Price: £6.00*

*prices from www.kernowmodel
railcentre.com 

TOOLS
�X PVA glue

�X Hairspray

What you will need
By this stage of building a layout, 

you’ll no doubt be excited to have 

it finished and set that first 

locomotive off on its maiden voyage. You will 

be pleased to know that all of the hard work is 

now done and the large majority of tasks 

featured on the following two pages consists 

mainly of fixing detail items into the scenery. 

It is these finishing touches which bring 

your model railway to life and make it look 

like it’s a tiny part of the real world. From 

adding extra foliage to animals and those 

all-important figures, it’s amazing how adding 

small things can make such a big difference. 

Be aware though that although these 

elements do make a big difference, the cost of 

them can quickly add up. 

A rough calculation of the shopping list 

to the right reveals that even on this small 

6ft by 4ft layout, the small details totalled 

nearly £50. 

What this does allow for is a continuous 

enjoyment of the layout because children 

in particular can consistently work to save 

their pocket money to buy the next pack of 

figures or the next Oxford Diecast vehicle. 

My young cousin already has a list of items he 

wants to add to the layout, so it might be 

a good way of persuading your youngsters 

to do their chores!

FINISHING TOUCHESSTEP
BY

STEP
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To plant trees, firstly make a hole in the 

landscape. If you’re planting into the plaster 

then a flatblade screwdriver will do the job, 

but you’ll need a drill if you are planting a tree 

straight into the baseboard.

As the trees aren’t heavy, a small blob of PVA 

glue will be sufficient to hold them in place. 

Use a fine nozzle to place a blob directly over 

the hole. Don’t worry about any excess glue 

as it will dry clear.

9 10

Use the moulded pin on the end of the trunk 

to locate the tree in the hole. Take this 

opportunity to do any fine-tuning to make 

sure that the tree is standing upright. You’ve 

got plenty of time before the glue sets.

11

My cousin was quite insistent that the layout 

would be set in autumn so I used some red 

and orange scatter material sprinkled on the 

tree and on the ground to give the 

appearance of leaves changing colour.

To help all of the scatter material stay in place, 

spray with some extra-hold hairspray. It’s 

recommended that you use an unscented 

hairspray to stop your whole layout room 

smelling strongly of a fragrance!

12 13

I had a lot of fun building this layout but 

there are a number of important things to 

bear in mind. Firstly, yes it is entirely 

possible to build a layout in six days like 

this one, but I was putting in 11-hour days 

to get it done. I found that I was con-

stantly watching the clock, knowing that 

I had to get some areas, such as the hillside, 

done by a certain time to allow the plaster 

to dry overnight.  

Ultimately, while you can do the build in 

this short time frame it does take a lot of 

preparation and some advanced planning 

to get it finished, but the more people that 

help the easier it is. 

The look on my cousin’s face when he 

came home from school and saw it 

completed made the long days more than 

worth it!

In conclusion
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I
t’s easy to see why most modellers shy 

away from modelling snow. When it 

comes down, it covers everything, 

obscuring the ‘detail’ in the landscape. 

It’s also cold, the days are short – it’s just a bit 

of a grim time of year. And yet…

Winter has an atmosphere all of its own. 

There’s nothing like crunching through thick 

snow on a clear, crisp day, your breath 

hanging in the air. 

When the snowflakes fall, you also have no 

idea what the landscape will look like. Will you 

get a light dusting, like the icing on a cake, 

that makes everything look sparkly and 

magical? Or will it be full-on Snowdrift at 

Bleath Gill?

Our European neighbours aren’t quite so 

opposed to modelling snow and, conse-

quently, there’s quite a range of snow-related 

products from continental manufacturers. 

But there’s a growing range of products from 

UK sources, too, so I thought I’d try to create 

the most realistic snow scene I can, from 

icicles and the way snow lies on trees to what 

the passage of cars does to snow on roads. 

Here’s how I got on.

A sprinkling of snow – expertly done – on a winter layout looks magical. 
Peter Marriott shares his top tips on mastering the white stuff, plus his 
pick of products.

MAKE A 
SNOW SCENE

HOW TO 

2.5 hrs for 
30cm section
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1: Don’t forget to model all facets of winter. Water is likely to be frozen and deciduous trees will 

carry no leaves.

2: Some roads, pavements and some parts of car parks may have had a visit of a snowplough or 

will have had snow cleared away. Paths may have been gritted. Other public thoroughfares may 

not have been treated. Platforms will probably be covered in snow with some areas having been 

swept by station staff and some areas that have been trampled down by passengers.

3: Put a small layer of snow on the horizontal surfaces of streetlights, signals, road and station 

signs, window ledges, fence posts, loads in the goods yard, parked road vehicles and rolling stock 

that has not moved for days.

4: On roofs, do not model the snow at an even depth. It will slip 

towards the lower edges of the roof. If your snow is intended to be 

thawing, create piles of snow next to the base of the building as if it has 

slipped off the roof.

5: Figures need to be wrapped up in jumpers, with scarves and coats. 

Station personnel and permanent way workers will not be in 

short-sleeved shirts!

As with most aspects of our hobby, 
there are starter kits available for those 
ZKR�ZDQW�WR�WDNH�WKHLU�ƓUVW�VWHSV�LQ�
snow modelling. Here’s a trio of starter 
kits worth considering:

1. FALLER WINTER SET 
Faller makes a Winter Set that 
LQFOXGHVbVXIƓFLHQW�VQRZ�PDWHULDO�WR�
cover several houses, a few trees 
without leaves on and some icicles, 
both small and large. 
Product code: 190499 Price: £32.00* 

2. NOCH SNOWFLAKE STARTER SET 
,QFOXGHV�VQRZŴDNHV��VQRZ�JOXH�DQG�
DbSXIIHU�ERWWOH�IRU�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�
VQRZŴDNHV�RQWR�WKH�JOXH��7KLV�LV�D�
great way to have a go at planting snow 
electrostatically! Product code: 07065 
Price: £12.75* 

3. DELUXE MATERIALS SCENIC 
SNOW KIT BD 29
Deluxe Materials Scenic Snow kit 
contains three components: Scenic 
6QRZŴDNHV��6FHQLF�%RQG�$GKHVLYH�DQG�
,F\�6SDUNOHV��7KHVH�SURGXFWV�FDQ�
create snow in its various stages: newly 
fallen, melted, slipping off roofs and 
frozen. With one kit covering around 
half a square metre, this is a good way 
to try out your snow scene skills. 
Product code:�'/%'����Price: £18.50*

* Prices from www.gaugemasterretail.com

Starting out with snow

TOOLS NEEDED:
�X Electrostatic grass applicator

�X Masking tape

�X Selection of paintbrushes

�X Old plastic container

�X Extra-hold unscented hairspray

'RQōW�IRUJHW�ƓJXUHV

You don’t need me to tell you just 

KRZ�PDQ\�ƓJXUH�PDQXIDFWXUHUV�

there are out there and, as the 

bulk of them are European, they 

all include snow themes in their 

UDQJHV��7KLV�FDQ�LQFOXGH�ƓJXUHV�

dressed for winter to little cameo 

VFHQHV��VXFK�DV�D�VQRZEDOO�ƓJKW��

Creating the ideal snow scene
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Above: For 2020, Noch has introduced this cross-country course with 

moving skiers (product code 66832, rrp £310.00), which will certainly add life 

to a winter layout.

Left: Some of my favourite snow figure packs are Noch’s people clearing up 

snow (product code 15929)…

…and children playing in snow, plus a snowman (product code 15818). 
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Top 5 snow products

Workbench

NOCH SNOWFLAKES

Snowflakes is just one of 

Noch’s snow-related products. 

They’re basically 1mm fibres 

that can be planted on the 

same way as static grass with 

a puffer bottle or electrostatic 

applicator. Noch’s Snow Glue 

alleviates the need to use paint 

to colour the baseboard and adhesive. The result is 

a good-looking finish that is soft to the touch. 

Product code: 08760 Price: £9.00 for 200g 

Availability: www.gaugemaster.com

NOCH SNOW GLUE

Noch’s Snow Glue is ideal for 

permanent snow scenes 

because it dries white, rather 

than the usual clear finish. It is 

easy to brush on the layout and 

can be used with most of the 

products listed in this feature. So 

rather than having to paint the 

landscape then paint glue onto 

it, this is a one-step shortcut.

Product code: 61138 Price: £9.00 for 250ml 

Availability: www.gaugemaster.com

NOCH SNOW PASTE

It can be formed by hand, for 

example to imitate heaped 

snow, snow drifts or snowmen. 

The silky, shimmering paste is 

applied with a spatula or 

a brush and is dry after 2 to 3 

hours. The Snow Paste can also 

be formed by hand to imitate 

snow heaps, snowdrifts or 

snowmen, for example. It can also be applied 

to trees and bushes if you dilute it with water, and 

even to roofs. 

Product code: 61138 Price: £8.75 

Availability: www.gaugemaster.com

WWS STATIC GRASS SNOW

WW Scenics has a good range of products to 

reproduce snow on a layout, including 2mm white 

snow and brown melting snow fibres. These can be 

planted in exactly the same way as other static 

grass fibres through an electrostatic grass planting 

tool. It looks just as 

good on tree 

branches as it does 

on the landscape. 

Price: From £1.60 

Availability: www.

war-world.co.uk 

WOODLAND SCENICS 

SNOWFLAKE SNOW

This soft flake snow feels like sugar, 

and a few layers will create a fully 

white snow effect. It can be sprinkled 

on top of sprayed Woodland Scenics 

Scenic Cement or slightly diluted PVA. 

Working with Woodland Scenics Flex 

Paste can create some realistic 

snowdrift effects. 

Product code: WSN140 Price: £12.75 

Availability: Bachmann stockists

Snow on the ground can form quite a thick layer but, on trees, it generally only sticks 

on the upper part of the branches.

This snow piled on a platform reminds us that not all snow is glimmering white. In parts it 

looks grey and the Melting Snow Static Grass Fibres from WW Scenics are a great way to 

model this.

Don’t forget that some snow can be quite deep!
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The starting point for this demonstration was 

an embankment that was modelled to 

represent summer. I removed most of the 

static grass fibres after this picture was taken 

with a flat screwdriver and it came away easily.

To show snow on a road, I made a road using 

Woodland Scenics Flex Paste, which dried 

overnight. I then painted the landscape with 

white acrylic paint. Woodland Scenics’ Earth 

Colour White was a bit too thin for this task.

To make the snow-covered vegetation, I used 

brown poly fibre teased out then sprayed with 

extra-hold hairspray, and Woodland Scenics 

Snow particles sprinkled onto the wet 

adhesive through my fingers.

On the road I wanted to reproduce mucky 

melting snow around two exposed tracks of 

a tractor. I loosely positioned masking tape on 

the road surface after checking the distance 

apart by using a model tractor.
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On the whiter areas of snow, I used Noch 

Snowflakes applied with the Pro Detailer tool. 

Used with Snow Glue, I created a shimmering 

layer of fresh snow. The grey melting snow 

contrasts well with the brighter clean snow.

To add a suitably wintry tree to the scene, 

I shaped a Woodland Scenics plastic tree 

armature between my fingers so that it gained 

some shape and the branches would lie flat 

rather than upright.

I painted the slightly diluted Snow Paste on to 

the top of the branches. I tried to keep the 

snow where it would be located in real life, 

such as the top of the branches and between 

the main branches.

All children love playing in the snow so some 

finishing touches to this little scene included 

adding some figures. I used a mixture of 

figures and a snowman from Noch packs 

15818 and 15928.
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I gave the road surface two coats of 

Woodland Scenics Asphalt paint. In front of 

the road and to the left I made piles of snow 

using Noch Snow Paste, applied with 

a wooden stick, and left it to dry overnight.

For the melting dirty snow I used WWS 2mm 

fibres of Melting Snow applied using its Pro 

Detailer electrostatic grass tool. I sprayed a little 

WW Scenics Layering Spray adhesive onto the 

road then used the tool to plant the grass. 

3

6

I mixed water with the Snow Paste (one to 

four parts) then brushed it onto the tree 

branches and trunk. Noch Snow Paste can be 

applied with a spatula or a brush and dries 

within roughly two to three hours. 

Finally, I added some icicles to a small hut using 

Noch Icicles. I just applied the opaque gel from 

the tube’s nozzle to the underside of the 

guttering, pressing the tube as I moved it away 

slowly. It dried within three hours. 

9
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I
n September I assembled a bookazine 

called How to Build a Model Railway, all 

about making model buildings. In 

October I built the Vinegar Branch. 

It’s either a large diorama or a micro layout. 

It was featured last issue (MR280). Can I really 

be building another layout already? I’ll soon 

be more prolific than Peter Marriott! I really 

must learn to sit in a meeting without saying, 

“I’ve got this idea…”.

Anyway, this time there’s no prototype to 

copy and it’s a project for fun, for Christmas, 

to involve the grandchildren and to put away 

in the shed on Twelfth Night, until next 

Christmas. I’m a movie fan, but I like movies 

that are easy to watch and don’t require 

much concentration in order to follow the 

plot. Sci-fi and superheroes are not for me, so 

at this time of the year it’s obviously 

Christmas movies that I turn to. At least, they 

tend to have a certain comfortable familiarity. 

They are always set in the USA, usually in 

New York or Chicago. They always feature 

children and there’s always a toy store. I’m 

thinking here of Miracle on 34th Street 

(I prefer the 1994 remake to the 1947 

He’s seen them in all his favourite Hollywood movies, but now Chris Leigh builds 
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SHOPPING LIST
�X 2 x 4ft by 2ft 9mm MDF 

$YDLODELOLW\�bB&Q

�X 2 packs of Woodland Scenics 

ST1409 4in risers Availability: 

Bachmann stockists

�X 4 yards of Peco ‘On16.5’ narrow 

gauge track £5.50 per yard 

Availability: Peco stockists

�XWoodland Scenics ST1474 

7UDFNEHGbUROO�e������

$YDLODELOLW\�bBachmann stockists

�X 1,000 Wooden coffee stirrers £4.99 

Availability: Amazon

TOOLS
�X Power drill

�X Electric screwdriver

�X Pin hammer

�X Hand-held countersink

�X 2in paintbrush and white undercoat

�X ½in paintbrush 

�X PVA adhesive 

Wise after the event

:HōUH�RQ�DbOHDUQLQJ�FXUYH�KHUH�DV�ZH�
DUH�IRUFLQJ�DbODUJH�ORFRPRWLYH�DURXQG�
WKH�WLJKWHVW�FXUYH�LW�ZLOO�WDNH��%RWK�P\�
�����V�KDYH�ŴDQJHOHVV�ZKHHOV�RQ�WKH�
VHFRQG�DQG�WKLUG�D[OHV�VR�WKH\�DUH�
VWUHWFKHG������V��:KLOH�WKDW�DOORZV�
WKHP�WR�QHJRWLDWH�DEVXUGO\�WLJKW�FXUYHV��
LW�DOVR�PDNHV�WKHP�YHU\�VXVFHSWLEOH�WR�
WKH�VOLJKWHVW�YDULDWLRQ�LQ�FURVV�OHYHOV�RQ�
WKH�WUDFN��,QLWLDOO\��ERWK�GHUDLOHG�LQ�
GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV��7KH�RQO\�FXUH�LV�ORWV�RI�
WHVWLQJ�DQG�VOLJKW�WUDFN�DGMXVWPHQWV�
Ŋ�PXFK�HDVLHU�LI�WKH�OD\RXW�LV�RQ�WKH�
WDEOH�RU�EHQFK�WRS��%\�PRXQWLQJ�PLQH�
RQ�DQ�ROG�SDWLR�WDEOH�,bUHPRYHG�WKH�
WDEOH�OHJV�WR�DOORZ�VXIƓFLHQW�KHLJKW�IRU�
WKH�WUHH��2QFH�WKH�OD\RXW�ZDV�DW�JURXQG�
OHYHO�LW�ZDV�KDUGHU�WR�ZRUN�RQ��+RZHYHU��
ZLWK�WUDFN�VR�FORVH�WR�WKH�HGJH��
GHUDLOPHQW�ZRXOG�KDYH�VHULRXV�
FRQVHTXHQFHV��VR�,bFRXOGQōW�NHHS�LW�DW�
DbFRQYHQLHQW�ZRUNLQJ�KHLJKW��2Q�WKH�
RQH�RFFDVLRQ�ZKHQ�WKH�ORFRPRWLYH�
GHUDLOHG�FRPSOHWHO\�,bZDV�OXFN\�WR�EH�LQ�
WKH�ULJKW�SODFH�WR�FDWFK�LW��,PPHGLDWHO\�
DIWHUZDUGV��,bORZHUHG�WKH�OD\RXW�

:KDW�\RX�ZLOO�QHHG

Day 1. I made my baseboard from two 4ft by 

2ft MDF boards, 9mm thick. The cost was 

£8.35 each from B&Q. I planned to cut them to 

make a circular base for the railway and to 

mount them on an old wooden patio table.

I wanted the circular base to be as close to 4ft 

diameter as possible in order to keep the 

track radius near to 2ft. At this stage I was not 

certain about the minimum radius my ‘On30’ 

locomotives could handle.

Having marked a centre at 2ft as close to the 

edge of one board as possible, I drilled a piece 

of timber at both ends. The centre hole was 

pivoted on a woodscrew into the MDF and the 

outer hole was large enough to take a pencil.

With a soft pencil inserted in the outer hole 

and the screw in the centre loose enough to 

allow the timber to pivot, I was able to draw 

a neat semi-circle on the board. This was 

repeated with the second piece of MDF.

1
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With the board carefully positioned on my 

Black & Decker Workmate, I used a jig-saw to 

cut the semi-circle. Both boards were cut 

separately and I was surprised at just how 

good a circle I was able to cut.

The old patio table has seen better days and 

the bolt-on legs are very loose. This was to 

prove useful, however, when I discovered 

there was insufficient height for the tree and 

the legs had to be removed.

Here is the table with its new circular top. 

I drilled the MDF and screwed it to the table 

top, taking care to avoid screwing into the 

tops of the legs in case they needed to be 

removed later. 

Always countersink screw holes in MDF. 

Unlike some softwood, it will not compress to 

take a screwhead, even with an electric 

screwdriver. Using a small hand countersink 

takes moments and avoids protruding heads.

5
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original), Home Alone 2: Lost in New York, 

and Mr Magorium’s Wonder Emporium. 

I particularly like the ones set in New York 

because I can annoy my family by saying 

“I know exactly where that is,” and “I’ve been 

there” at frequent intervals! Granddads are 

allowed to be irritating at Christmas!

I’m always fascinated when the toy store 

scene opens with a train set. Usually it’s 

a Lionel (American ‘O’ gauge) classic diesel 

with a couple of freight cars carrying Santa’s 

sleigh. Occasionally they will throw up 

something a bit more challenging to identify. 

A 2020 Netflix offering, Hearts of Christmas, 

has a side-story about one of the characters 

having wanted a train set which he never 

got as a child. His adult daughter buys it 

for him eventually. It’s the model seen 

running in the store that caught my eye – 

a Hornby-Dublo (actually made by Wrenn) 

‘R1’ 0-6-0T in silver-grey livery, hauling 

American freight cars. 

As always, it’s on a circle of track around 

a Christmas tree. I thought it was time that 

I had a little fun putting together one of 

those movie set layouts to see just how 

quick and easy it might be, and to involve 

my grandchildren in the setting up, too. 

I decided that I should keep the North 

American theme to make it look ‘right’ and 

with insufficient space for ‘O’ gauge I would 

use ‘On30’ 16.5mm narrow gauge so that 

I could maximise the scale while minimising 

the curve radius. 

It happens that I also have some 

Bachmann Spectrum rolling stock and 

a Broadway Limited 2-8-0 with DCC sound. 

The locomotive was bought some years ago 

and, bizarrely, was a Christmas special, 

finished in red and green with ‘Merry 

Christmas’ on the tender. I had bought it 

very cheaply in mid-summer as a bargain 

basement leftover, but under the colourful 

finish was a handsome narrow gauge 

locomotive. I repainted it in White Pass & 

Yukon livery to look good with some 

similarly finished Bachmann passenger cars. 

I had the locomotive and rolling stock. 

I just needed the circle of track and the 

Christmas tree…

SET DRESSING
The trains are all-important. Bachmann’s 

Spectrum ‘On30’ range is promising 

a White Pass & Yukon train set, said to be 

due imminently, but my pride and joy is 

that Broadway Limited 2-8-0, an early 

DCC sound-fitted example. 

I used CDS lettering when I repainted it into 

White Pass & Yukon livery, which is 

no longer available and I’m surprised that 

none of the other North American 

decal manufacturers have included this 

popular railway in their ranges.

Of course, you may well have your own 

view on what would make this novelty train 

set work for you. I had initially thought of 

using ‘HO’ and running one of those 

archetypal F-unit diesels, but then it dawned 

on me that something in a larger scale 

would offer more flexibility in terms of using 

figures and details. Once I got into the idea 

and actually began building, I realized that 

this is an example of what I would call 

Day 2. I used some track reclaimed from my 

former garden railway to check how well the 

curvature might fit. It looked promising, so 

I invested in some new Peco ‘On16.5’ narrow 

gauge flexible track and rail joiners.

I had decided that my Christmas tree railway 

should feature a timber trestle bridge, so the 

track had to be elevated from the MDF base. 

I used two packs of Woodland Scenics ST1409 

4in Risers – cost: £22.

Two packs provide four pieces, which was just 

enough, leaving gaps for my timber trestle and 

for a second, smaller bridge. T-pins were used 

to hold the risers in place while the glue set. 

A tap with hammer is needed to pin into MDF.

Day 3. I then cut lots of wedge shapes in scrap 

insulation and glued them round the outside 

of the risers to make an embankment. 

Newspaper or card is an alternative if you 

don’t have offcuts of insulation. 
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The expanded polystyrene risers are flexible 

and various heights are available, 4in being 

the tallest. I fixed them in place with the same 

maker’s Foam Tack Glue, setting them in 

a couple of inches from the edge of the board.

I covered the track base and the outside of 

the embankments with plaster cloth, cut to 

size and wetted with a small amount of water 

brushed over it. This dries quickly, which is 

a bonus when working in a shed, as I was.

3

6

STEP
BY

STEP
THE TRACK

‘Bekonscotism’. Scale really is not important. 

This is a train set to appeal to children. 

Lights and figures are far more important 

than whether they are scaled to match the 

trains. I really enjoyed that freedom. I went 

in search of Santa figures and anything else 

to enhance my little scene.

In particular, I found an excuse to pay 

an early visit to Bosworth’s Garden Centre 

in Burton Latimer, near Kettering. 

Bosworth’s always does Christmas in 

a big way and I have long been fascinated by 

the Christmas village display that they put 

on using the Lemax range. Designed for 

creating Christmas dioramas, the range 

includes everything from figures to 

illuminated buildings and even working 

accessories such as a Ferris wheel and 

a chairlift. Many of the items are lit by 

individual battery power, so there’s 

no wiring and they come with the 

AAA batteries already installed.

They, too, have played fast and loose 

with scale, the buildings being small in 

relation to the figures, but it really doesn’t 

matter. Children like having figures to play 

with. My grandchildren found, in their own 

Christmas tree decorations, penguins and 

snowmen which were soon riding on the 

train. I could never understand how Harry 

Potter train sets could be sold without 

figures to give them real play value. 

I enjoyed set-dressing my little Christmas 

movie railway but I just wish I could have 

found a Santa figure to fit in the open 

doorway of the Bachmann caboose!
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At this stage I test-fitted the lower section of 

the tree. The area around the tree base will be 

left empty, to be filled with presents. The 

plaster cloth would be left white, and the MDF 

painted white to represent snow.

I painted the plaster cloth with a fairly liquid 

mix of Polyfilla, which could be left white as 

I was struggling to find an economical source 

of artificial snow, probably because I was 

building in October.

There are few things more useful in 

modelling than wooden coffee stirrers! 

I recall how Keith Willows used them on his 

‘Simply Narrow Gauge’ layout but, unable to 

visit sufficient coffee shops to collect them, 

I bought 1,000 for £4.99 from Amazon!

I began by building an experimental section 

of trestle using the ⅛in balsa deck, 

supported on frames made from 3⁄16in 

square balsawood and pieces of wooden 

coffee stirrer. Javis Velo-Set adhesive was 

used for the assembly.
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Day 4. The deck of the curved trestle is made 

from several pieces of ⅛in thick balsawood 

cut with angled ends to follow the curvature. 

I cut them wider than necessary to give room 

for manoeuvre when track-laying.

The system worked, so I mass-produced the 

supporting frames, called ‘bents’, using balsa 

and coffer stirrers cut with a razor saw. I used 

eight bents, assembled over a simple drawn 

template and painted with Omen Miniatures 

scenic paints.

9

12
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Day 5. My White Pass repainted Broadway 

2-8-0 is a DCC sound-fitted model. I also have 

a Bachmann Midwest Mining and Quarry Co. 

2-8-0 which is not sound-fitted but can be 

detailed for coal, oil or wood burning.

Although I wanted to keep the centre clear for 

presents, I could not resist adding a little bit of 

scenic detail, so I built a rustic halt platform 

out of coffee stirrers and some signs printed 

out from my computer.

I had already started the track-laying, there 

being only four lengths to lay. I had no 

intention of ballasting and I glued the track in 

place with Velo-Set or Speedbond adhesive, 

holding it in place for 24 hours with T-pins.

With the track completed, I soldered two wires 

to the rails at the back of the layout and 

attached a borrowed Gaugemaster DCC 

controller from another layout. All was well 

once a minor derailment issue was resolved.
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Charlotte is eight years old and has been 

perfectly capable of operating a DCC model 

railway for the past several years. Once 

children learn their numbers, instructions 

like ‘no faster than 5’ are easily understood 

and complied with.

Lots of test-running took place. Figures 

are important to children’s play and 

I always find ‘riders’ on my trains after 

a visit from the grandchildren. Oliver (age 12) 

is a safe pair of hands with anything digital or 

computer-based.

There’s a lot of satisfaction to be had from 

involving children in model railways. They 

are also very adept with digital devices. 

Charlotte asked me how to set the time 

delay on the camera and she then set up this 

shot and posed in it.

At last, I had an excuse to buy some of the 

cute little Lemax illuminated buildings. 

This is one of several village scene sets at 

£29.99. Three buildings (with lights), two 

lampposts plus several trees and a couple 

of figures in one pack.
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As I built the halt and the wooden trestle, I had 

the Weston, Clevedon & Portishead Railway, 

one of Colonel Stephens’ ramshackle light 

railways, in mind. With some figures and some 

snow, it will add interest.

Next, the legs were removed from the table 

and the whole thing lowered to floor level. 

A quick appeal to the grandchildren brought 

decorations and ‘labour’. This is surely what 

any Christmas model railway is all about!
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I subsequently provided a flatcar to make it 

easier for the various figures to ride the 

trains. Bachmann’s ‘On30’ range includes 

freight cars with opening doors and now also 

features a Baldwin 4-6-0T similar to the 

popular ‘OO9’ model.

The Bachmann ‘On30’ coaches were 

bought painted but unlettered. I painted 

the roofs in red oxide and added appropriate 

names and numbers, some 15 years ago. 

The drumhead on the rear is from 

a photograph of the real thing. 
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Above: Descending from White Pass to Skagway (2,265ft in 16 miles), a train 

emerges from Tunnel Mountain and immediately crosses a timber trestle.

Right: White Pass car No. 264 Lake Aishihik was built in 1885 for the San Joaquin 

& Sierra Nevada Railroad in the USA and was bought by the WPYR in 1927.
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BUILD A 
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t’s hard to imagine, as you stroll around 

the ubiquitous clothing boutiques and 

trendy eating places, that the area 

between the slender arches of King’s 

Cross and the bulk of St Pancras trainshed was 

once a hotbed of railway activity. It’s mind 

boggling that the busy, bustling yards, with 

endless sidings, air loud with the clang of 

shunting wagons and full of dirt and dust, is but 

a distant memory. 

The milk/horse dock once occupied a very 

small space in the ‘V’ created by Cheyney Road 

and Battle Bridge Road and comprised 

approximately four or five sidings, depending 

on what time period you choose to represent 

with your model. 

The prototype site was triangular in shape, 

enclosed at the terminus end with a perimeter 

wall, by Culross Buildings – a multi-storied brick 

Victorian structure – to the rear, and King’s Cross’ 

Suburban Platforms to the front. The track was 

arranged to give access to not only the main line 

but also the famous locomotive stabling point 

that was situated near Gas Works Tunnel.

I first came across this location when it 

appeared in an old Model Trains article, and 

then was reminded of it much later by New 

Zealand modeller Tony Allman, who 

suggested that I include it in a revision of the 

‘OO’ gauge Peco Setrack Planbook. It’s one 

of my favourite small layouts, partly because 

it contains numerous unusual features: 

a diamond crossing in the yard throat, a mitred 

pair of goods platforms and works on an 

6
hrs

MODEL Peco LK-82 Goods Depot
�X�Price £13.50

00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY  

Peco stockists

Paul A. Lunn evokes the capital’s golden era of steam with this ‘OO’ gauge 
plan for the narrow milk yard nestled between King’s Cross and St Pancras sheds.
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incredibly hemmed-in site between two 

famous stations. 

My design captures much of the prototype’s 

feel yet includes a number of purely fictional 

elements, such as a rear tunnel, largely straight 

trackwork and the non-rail-served Art Deco 

type depot, with its arched roofs, moved nearer 

to the yard, simply so it can have the maximum 

visual impact in the layout.  

I’m always advocating the use of unusual 

focal points as a way to make your layout stand 

out from the crowd, and this King’s Cross layout 

is no different. The milk yard had two triangular 

platforms, one with a unique pair of goods 

platform canopies mitred to fit into the ‘V’ of 

the two sidings. While not exactly alike, the 

The milk dock, with its distinctive ‘V’-shaped 

platform and canopy, nestles in between King’s 

Cross’ Suburban Platforms and the boundary with 

St Pancras. ‘V2’ No. 866 prepares for departure for 

the north in 1947. RAIL ARCHIVE STEPHENSON

prototype is very similar to Peco’s LK-82 Goods 

Depot kit, which is available from most Peco 

stockists. I decided to put my money where my 

mouth is and turn a pair into the loading dock 

depicted in my plan.



56 Model Rail 281 December 2020

Workbench INSPIRATIONAL PROJECTS 

Draw around the kit’s roof pieces on a piece of 

scrap card. You will need two roof templates. 

Mark a centre line along the length of each, 

draw out the sections to be removed, to 

dimensions on Fig A. Cut with a sharp knife. 

Lay out a Peco ST-250 Diamond Crossing with 

two sidings long enough to accommodate the 

proposed building. Use the roof templates to 

give a good idea of the angle between both, 

which matches the ST-250 (22.5°). 

Once both roof panels are angled to shape, 

cut down the centre of this outer ‘concrete’ 

roof column, ensuring that you maintain an 

accurate line.

The angle on each roof is approximately 

11.25°, making 22.5° overall, matching Peco’s 

Diamond Crossing. It has to be equal (not 

unequal as shown in my 3D illustration) so 

the pitch of both roof levels match up. 
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Secure the template to each roof, using 

masking tape. Cut with a razor saw, using 

gentle strokes until the cut is reasonably 

deep. If using a pre-assembled model make 

sure to support the roof. Clean off any burr.

The rear end of the line was arrived at by 

lining up both roofs then attaching masking 

tape to the platform below, followed by 

a scrap card template, in the appropriate 

position. Use the dimensions in Fig B. 

3
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STEP
BY

STEP
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When all cutting has been undertaken, offer 

both goods platforms up to each other and 

check for fit, making any final adjustment by 

removing material where necessary with 

needle files and/or wet and dry paper.

I was keen to get the whole thing glued, but 

something caused me to hesitate. A series of 

photos I took at that time showed the road 

entrance into the ‘V’ gap was unrealistically 

narrow due to the intruding store room.

To re-form mitres on all joints, I took most 

waste material off using a Dremel-type hand 

tool, then finished off with needle files. You’ll 

need to remove a bit of the grey platform in 

the store, to create space for wall thickness.

I’ve angled the 

aperture in the 

platform 

surface, to the 

right of the 

half-column, so 

the remaining 

half-column 

can be 

replaced on 

an angle to suit 

the adjoining 

angled 

platform 

and roof.

7

10

8

11

To resolve 

the issue 

I reduced the 

front platform 

store, at the 

rear. Rather 

than try to do 

everything in 

one cut, 

I removed the 

wall, as seen 

here, then 

reduced both 

side walls and 

a short 

protruding 

section of 

platform.

The rear goods platform has been left 

unpainted, whereas the front one had 

brick coursing picked out in off-white and the 

roof painted matt dark-grey/black. This is the 

condition in which both were purchased.

9

12

SHOPPING LIST
�X Peco ST-250 Diamond Crossing £9 

Availability: Peco stockists

�X Ratio 538 Gutters/Downpipes £5 

Availability: www.hattons.co.uk

TOOLS
�X Razor saw

�X Scalpel with fresh blades

�X Self-healing cutting mat

�X 6HOHFWLRQ�RI�QHHGOH�ƓOHV

�XWet and dry paper

�X Sprue cutters

�X Polystyrene cement

What you will need
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Workbench INSPIRATIONAL PROJECTS Workbench

Top tip
When you cut both main structures and ultimately line them up 
for gluing together with such complex joints, at two levels, there’s 
always the likelihood of some inaccuracy. Don’t worry if this 
happens to you, it’s very easy to cover up mistakes on any of the 
joint lines. The roof joint can be hidden with a representation of 
ŴDVKLQJ��D�WKLQ�ORQJ�VWULS�RI�DOXPLQLXP�IRLO�ZLOO�GR��RU�\RX�FDQ�XVH�
DbVXLWDEOH�ƓOOHU��,I�\RX�KDYH�D�SUREOHP�ZLWK�WKH�SODWIRUP�MRLQW�\RX�
FDQ�HLWKHU�XVH�ƓOOHU�DJDLQ�RU�SRVLWLRQ�FUDWHV�RU�PLON�FKXUQV�WR�FRYHU�
DQ\�RIIHQGLQJ�SUREOHP��,�XVHG�D�VPDOO�EULFN�FROXPQ�WR�KLGH�D�JDS�
on the leading end of the rear side platform brickwork, and you 
could certainly add a fall pipe from the kit or Ratio 538 Downpipes 
to mask any joint line in the end angled concrete column. 

Above: This accompanying plan, which uses Peco Setrack, is slightly smaller 

than the one in the Planbook and occupies a space of 168cm by 70cm (5ft 6in 

by 2ft 4in. Stock can be removed/added using a Peco Loco Lift on the hidden 

track. My preference would be to add a fiddleyard or traverser to the right-

hand end. If this is your choice you may even wish to dispense with the rear 

tunnel and follow prototype practice more accurately.

Below: All that remains is to add detail by way of relevant loads and 

staff going about their work. Here are a couple of images to give a bit of 

an idea, though I would suggest much more in the way of milk churns, 

crates and staff.
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT CITY BASIN GOODS

1



Easily delivering

the goods
:LWK�DbIRFXV�RQ�VLPSOLFLW\�RI�EXLOG�DQG�RSHUDWLRQ��Stephen Dance�KDV�

FRPSOHWHG�DbVKXQWLQJ�\DUG�ZLWK�DbUHDO�VHQVH�RI�FLW\�FHQWUH�EXVWOH��
:RUGV��Chris Gadsby 3KRWRJUDSK\��Chris Nevard

What 
makes this 
OD\RXWbJUHDW"

There is always something to catch your eye at ‘City Basin Goods’. With so much to look at, it very much has WKH�IHHOLQJ�RI�DbEXV\�\DUG��EXW�DW�WKH�same time it doesn’t feel cluttered. You could watch locomotives shunt IRU�DbYHU\�ORQJ�ZKLOH�DQG�VWLOO�QRW�EH�DEOH�WR�WDNH�LQ�HYHU\�GHWDLO�
on display.

“

”
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT CITY BASIN GOODS

o you remember what the catalyst was that 

led to you building your most recent 

layout? You could have a list as long as 

your arm of locations you want to model 

and you’re slowly working through them, or you might 

have been inspired by something you saw at an 

exhibition. For Stephen Dance, he spent years 

operating friends’ layouts at exhibitions around the 

country and picking up advice until he was ready to 

start designing his own layout in 2009.

“Despite the designing starting more than a decade 

ago, it wasn’t until 2011 that I seriously began 

construction,” explains Stephen. “And considering 

I first become interested in ‘N’ gauge modelling in the 

1990s it was clear I was in no immediate rush to 

complete it! I knew that I wanted ‘City Basin Goods’ to 

be an exhibition-standard layout so was happy to take 

things slowly and try to incorporate everything that 

I had learned in my years as an operator.”

A member of the Abingdon and District Model 

Railway Club, Stephen has had the chance to operate 

plenty of high-quality layouts of different eras, scales 

and types, which helped him when it came to choosing 

the type of layout he wanted.

“My enjoyment primarily comes from operating the 

layout rather than building it, so something simple 

that wouldn’t take me a decade to complete was high 

on my list of desires. I also wanted something that 

would be very hands-on, rather than watching trains 

go around in a loop, so I elected to build a shunting 

layout based on an inner-city goods yard. My first 

railway memories are of going to visit my 

grandparents and being fascinated by all of the 

locomotives at Didcot. My eyes didn’t know where to 

look as I stared at ‘Westerns’ and ‘Warships’, and from 

then on my primary interest has been in the 

locomotives and stock rather than buildings and the 

lines. With this in mind, I wanted something that 

would allow me to feature a range of locomotives and 

stock in the same setting.

ARTISTIC LICENCE
‘City Basin Goods’ is based in the late 1960s to early 

1970s and has taken inspiration from a number of 

Western region cities, but Stephen has avoided making 

it look like any one in particular so that he wouldn’t 

have to be concerned about making the buildings look 

too much like the real thing.

“Buildings are not particularly my strong suit but 

D

3
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 The wide variety of wagons that Stephen’s 

locomotives bring to ‘City Basin Goods’.

 Fine details such as this high level walkway to 

inspect the tops of the tank wagons. 

No city-based layout is complete without some 

YDQGDOLVP�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�JUDIƓWL�

1

2

3

things we like3
“0\�ƓUVW�UDLOZD\�PHPRULHV�ZHUH�
RI�YLVLWLQJ�P\�JUDQGSDUHQWV�DQG�

EHLQJ�IDVFLQDWHG�E\�DOO�WKH�
ORFRPRWLYHV�DW�'LGFRW”
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT CITY BASIN GOODS

I have had a go at scratchbuilding some of the larger 

structures such as the cement silos, which are made 

out of denture tablet tubes, Plastruct and bicycle 

spokes, while the water tower came from an older 

layout based on Totnes. This was also scratchbuilt, 

from an assortment of old business cards and Plastruct 

pieces. I also found that some resin, ready-to-plant 

buildings were perfectly suitable, and for the rest I was 

extremely fortunate to have a friend who had his own 

laser cutter. This allowed me to design the parcels 

buildings exactly how I wanted to fill the space and he 

could then turn them into card kits.”

Creating the impression of a city within the 

relatively tight confines of the layout is always 

a challenge and there are several techniques you can 

employ to deceive the eye into believing there is more 

space. Firstly, Stephen has used height, with the bus 

depot on the upper level, to give the impression that 

this is a bustling hub.

“I wouldn’t say that I’m a bus enthusiast at all but 

I do miss what I would call ‘proper buses’ from my 

childhood, complete with conductors. Over the years, 

I have accumulated a number of buses suitable for the 

layout but I do have to be careful about where I place 

them in order to keep the scene looking right. The 

problem is that there is a mixture of Graham Farish 

and Oxford Diecast buses stationed there but they’re in 

slightly different scales. The Graham Farish buses are 

in 1:160 scale and the Oxford Diecast ones are in 1:148, 

so I have to make sure I don’t put them directly next to 

each other. There is an upside, though. If I place the 

Graham Farish models at the back of the depot there is 

64
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“Stephen has used height, with 
the bus depot on the upper 
level, to give the impression 
WKDW�WKLV�LV�DbEXVWOLQJ�KXE”
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a very subtle but powerful perspective effect which 

helps makes the layout look bigger.”

As well as the depot, Stephen has used a panoramic 

cityscape for his backscene which he found on Flickr. 

He did the necessary alterations to make it long 

enough to reach around the back of the whole layout 

and printed it on ordinary printing paper before 

glueing it to the backboard. He added an abandoned 

warehouse from Gloucester Docks to vary the 

landscape so that it wasn’t specific to one city, even 

though at a following exhibition a viewer still 

recognised the city as Leeds.

AGREEABLE ANALOGUE
We’re seeing more and more with layouts that DCC 

and sound are becoming dominant, but a stroll 

through any exhibition hall will show you that 

analogue layouts have just as large a crowd around 

them. Stephen uses an analogue PICtroller on ‘City 

Basin Goods’ which has served him well so far.

“There were several reasons why I opted to go for an 

analogue layout and the main one stemmed from 

when I was first building the layout. At the time, a lot 

of my models were of the older Graham Farish 

generation and they would have been incredibly 

difficult to put chips in. I’ve upgraded all of the models 

now to the newer Graham Farish models but elected to 

8

9
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT CITY BASIN GOODS

10

stick with analogue and my trusty feedback controller, 

as I find that it gives me better control at slow speeds 

than a Gaugemaster one, although I do have that as 

a backup. The other reason I opted for analogue was 

that I only have one pair of hands and was only likely 

to move one locomotive at a time. Since I don’t have 

a looped layout, trying to operate two or more models 

at the same time would undoubtedly end in a crash. 

I feel as though I may have to change controller in the 

near future, though, as some of the newest models 

don’t like the PICtroller very much.” 

Arguably, the most impressive aspect of ‘City Basin 

Goods’ is Stephen’s solution to hands-free coupling. 

He uses MBD couplings operated by electromagnets 

with switches for the operator behind the backscene. 

Small marks on the layout only visible to the operator 

reveal to him where the magnets are hidden so that he 

can uncouple perfectly every time.

“I’ve often seen high-quality shunting layouts that 

are ruined by a large, incongruous hand coming down 

from the sky or a hook on the end of a stick making an 

appearance. They do have their advantages as you 

Artwork: Andrew Mackintosh
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:KHQ�,ōP�QRW�EXV\�RSHUDWLQJ�OD\RXWV�RU�ƓQH�

WXQLQJ�Ō&LW\�%DVLQ�*RRGVō��,ōP�DbUDLOZD\�

photographer of both foreign and UK stock. I am 

DOVR�DbPHPEHU�RI�DbZDONLQJ�JURXS�

MODELLER CV: 
67(3+(1b'$1&(

Gauge and scale: ‘N’

Size: 8ft by 18in

FACTFILE: 
Ō*$6:25.6b%$6,1ō
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‘N’ GAUGE LAYOUT CITY BASIN GOODS

aren’t limited to uncoupling in one place but I’ve found 

that with the slow speed control I have with my 

feedback controller, I can stop the train in the right 

place every time.”

As it has for everyone, the current situation has 

impacted Stephen’s exhibition plans as not only this 

year’s but a lot of next year’s bookings have been 

cancelled. But, in common with many layout owners, 

he’s using the time to make improvements and get it 

ready for its next outing by installing a cassette 

fiddleyard to replace the two-road one fitted now. 

Be sure to keep an eye out for ‘City Basin Goods’ at 

exhibitions in the future, and if you know somebody 

with an exhibition layout, why not offer to give them 

a hand at its next outing? It might just inspire you to 

build a layout of your own. 

Stephen’s proudest moment was at the 

Huntingdon show in 2017, when Ben 

Ando came to him and said it was one of 

his favourite layouts at the show. Ben’s 

Revolution Trains may soon be carving a hole 

in Stephen’s bank balance, as he’s eager to 

collect all of the upcoming ‘N’ gauge releases! 

Above: Stephen has stuck with analogue control and uses a 

handheld PICtroller, with feedback control, which has served 

him well. However, he also has a Gaugemaster unit as backup.

Top & Above: ‘City Basin Goods’ features MBD 

electro-magnetic uncouplers, for hands-free shunting, while 

the points are operated manually with sliding wooden levers.
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A simple timber framework can be erected 

around the baseboard. Start at the ends and 

check that the angles are square. You could set 

the framework inboard of the edges to allow 

the framing to sit flush with the ends.

The framework is completed by adding 

battens across the front and rear, along with 

transverse beams to improve strength. 

Plywood panelling can then be cut and 

temporarily installed to the frame.

The plywood sheets can be removed and the 

apertures cut out on a workbench. After drilling 

pilot holes near the corners, an electric jigsaw 

can get to work removing the waste material 

before the plywood is installed permanently.

To form the curved backscene, bendy MDF is 

perfect. However, this is expensive, so I often 

use white-faced hardboard, which is a fraction 

of the price. Though not as flexible, it’s fine for 

boards with room for generous curves.

1

4

2

5

Once the curved backscene panels have been 

permanently installed, any gaps can be filled 

and sanded smooth. The trackbed can then be 

laid out and the basic scenic work can 

commence, before the backscene is painted. 

It’s best to get the messy landscaping work out 

of the way before the backscene is finished off. 

A quick option is to spray the white background 

with blue paint. The final layers of scenery can 

then be installed.

An added 

benefit of 

building a 

backscene box 

is that it provides 

a ready-made 

framework for 

a ‘lid’, giving 

the layout plenty 

of protection 

during storage 

or transportation. 

The top can 

also be fitted 

with a simple 

lighting rig. 

7

10

8

Mark out the locations of the entry and exit 

points, where the trains will pass to and from 

the scenic area. In this case, the track will be 

elevated, so there’s no need to cut through the 

batten at the base of the framework.

After clamping the backscene sections 

temporarily to the framework, the locations of 

the exit/entry route apertures can be cut out 

with the jigsaw. Remember to wear a mask and 

eye protection when cutting MDF or hardboard.

3

6

Adding a front panel finishes off the baseboard nicely and cutting a viewing 

slot will help focus attention on the scenic area. This fascia has been shaped 

in harmony with the landscape profile and is about to be painted black.

9

STEP
BY

STEP

BUILD YOUR OWN BACKSCENEAll layouts require some form 

of backscene. With self-con-

tained layouts, or those 

constructed in sections, 

erecting a frame around each 

board not only provides an 

opportunity for enclosing the scenic 

area, but has the added benefit of creating 

a ‘stackable’ module. This takes care of the back 

and sides of a layout, but what about the front? 

So viewers can immerse themselves 

effectively, it helps if their gaze can be 

channelled into the scene. A simple way of 

achieving this is to create a fascia – or pelmet 

– through which the entire layout can be seen. 

The frame blocks out extraneous items and 

disguises the point where the ‘sky’ runs out. 

Indeed, with the layout set up at an appropriate 

height, we can make it difficult for viewers to 

see anything outside of the miniature scene.

BACK-
SCENES & 
PELMETS
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FIDDLEYARDS
8QOHVV�\RXōUH�PRGHOOLQJ�DbVWDWLF�GLRUDPD��ORFRPRWLYHV�DQG�UROOLQJ�VWRFN�QHHG�WR�
PRYH�IURP�RQH�SODFH�WR�DQRWKHU��7KLV�PD\�LQYROYH�UHPDLQLQJ�ZLWKLQ�DbVFHQLF�VHWWLQJ�
EXW��LQ�PRVW�LQVWDQFHV��ZH�SUHIHU�WR�PRYH�RXU�WUDLQV�ŌRII�VWDJHō�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�EH�
UH�PDUVKDOOHG��WXUQHG�RU�H[FKDQJHG�IRU�DbGLIIHUHQW�VHW�RI�ŌSHUIRUPHUVō��7KH�
ƓGGOH\DUG�LV�WKH�FRQYHQWLRQDO�PHDQV�RI�VRUWLQJ�DQG�VWRULQJ�WUDLQV�DZD\�IURP�WKH�
YLVLEOH�VFHQLF�DUHD��
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$�VLPSOHU�RSWLRQ�LV�WR�HPSOR\�DbVHW�RI�IROGLQJ�VDZKRUVHV�RU�
DGMXVWDEOH�WUHVWOHV��7KHVH�VWXUG\��IROGLQJ�PHWDO�WUHVWOHV��ULJKW�DQG�
EHORZ��DUH�DYDLODEOH�IURP�6FUHZƓ[�IRU�XQGHU�e���HDFK�DQG�WKHLU�
KHLJKW�LV�HDVLO\�DGMXVWDEOH�

CASSETTES
)RU�HQG�WR�HQG�OD\RXWV��
ORFRPRWLYHV�RU�HQWLUH�WUDLQV�PD\�
UHTXLUH�WXUQLQJ��EXW�H[FHVVLYH�KDQGOLQJ�RI�
GHOLFDWH�PRGHOV�LV�VHOGRP�DbJRRG�LGHD��
&DVVHWWH�W\SH�ƓGGOH\DUGV�UHPRYH�PXFK�
RI�WKH�QHHG�IRU�KDQGOLQJ�WKH�WUDLQV�GLUHFWO\��
DV�ZHOO�DV�RIIHULQJ�VDYLQJV�RQ�WKH�FRVW�RI�
SRLQWV��7KH\ōUH�DOVR�LGHDO�IRU�PD[LPLVLQJ�
WKH�DYDLODEOH�VSDFH��

&DVVHWWHV�FDQ�EH�PDGH�LQ�YDULRXV�
OHQJWKV�WR�VXLW�\RXU�RZQ�RSHUDWLQJ�QHHGV��
DOWKRXJK�WKHUH�DUH�OLPLWV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�OHQJWK�
DQG�ZHLJKW�WKDW�FDQ�EH�HDVLO\�KDQGOHG��
)RUPHG�RI�DbVLPSOH�WUD\�FUDIWHG�IURP�
SO\ZRRG��0')��RU�HYHQ�IRDPERDUG��
SURWHFWLYH�VLGHV�DQG�UHPRYDEOH�HQGV�DUH�
UHFRPPHQGHG��WR�SUHYHQW�WUDLQV�UROOLQJ�
RXW�ZKLOH�LQ�WUDQVLW��2QFH�DbWUDLQ�KDV�UROOHG�
LQWR�DbFDVVHWWH��LW�FDQ�EH�VOLG�WR�RQH�VLGH��
RU�OLIWHG�DZD\�DQG�VWRUHG�VDIHO\��,QGHHG��
FUHDWLQJ�VWDFNDEOH�FDVVHWWHV��ZLWK�
UHPRYDEOH�WRS�DQG�HQGV��LV�DbIDLUO\�
VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�WDVN��
,I�WKHUHōV�QR�QHHG�WR�WXUQ�WKH�HQWLUH�WUDLQ��

EH�VXUH�WR�DOORZ�URRP�IRU�ORFRPRWLYHV�DQG�
EUDNH�YDQV�WR�EH�XQFRXSOHG�RQ�HDFK�WUD\�
DQG�UHSRVLWLRQHG�DW�RSSRVLWH�HQGV��6SDFH�
IRU�ƓQJHUV�WR�UHDFK�DURXQG�PRGHOV�LV�
DbJRRG�LGHD�DQ\ZD\��DV�LW�KHOSV�ZKHQ�
FRUUHFWLQJ�GHUDLOPHQWV�

7KH�ƓGGOH\DUG�EDVHERDUG�VLPSO\�
UHTXLUHV�DbSXUSRVH�EXLOW�ŴDW�WRSSHG�
VXUIDFH�VHW�WR�WKH�FRUUHFW�KHLJKW�WR�PDWFK�
WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�OD\RXW��$OORZLQJ�IRU�WKH�
GHSWK�RI�WKH�FDVVHWWH�WUD\��WKH�ERDUG�PD\�
QHHG�WR�EH�VHW�DbOLWWOH�ORZHU��WR�HQVXUH�
FRQVLVWHQW�UDLO�KHLJKW�DFURVV�WKH�WUDQVLWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�VFHQH�WR�VWRUDJH�

7UDFN�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�PDLQ�
EDVHERDUG�LV�DOVR�VLPSOH��HVSHFLDOO\�
ZKHQbFRPSDUHG�WR�WUDYHUVHUV�RU�VHFWRU�
SODWHV��5HJXODU�UDLO�MRLQHUV��ƓVKSODWHV���
VROGHUHG�WRbWKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�UDLOV�LQ�WKH�
FDVVHWWH�DUH�DbSRSXODU�RSWLRQ�DQG�SRZHU�
WUDQVIHU�WR�WKH�UDLOV�PD\�EH�WKURXJK�MRLQHUV�
RU��IRU�JUHDWHU�UHOLDELOLW\��YLD�VHSDUDWH�OHDGV�
DQG�FURFRGLOH�FOLSV�

SIDINGS
7KH�PRVW�FRQYHQWLRQDO�IRUP�RI�ƓGGOH\DUG�FRQWDLQV�DbIDQ�RI�VLGLQJV�
RU�ORRSV��EXW�WKLV�GHPDQGV�DbFRQVLGHUDEOH�DPRXQW�RI�VSDFH�DQG�
WKH\�PD\�HYHQ�WXUQ�RXW�WR�EH�ELJJHU�WKDQ�WKH�OD\RXW�LWVHOI��

LEGS & 
75(67/(6



76

WE’LL BE 
RIGHT BACK!

Skills Station is taking a 

short break, but we’ll be 

back in the New Year with 

more essential guides to 

railway modelling 

techniques.

SECTOR 
PLATES

Show us what you’ve learnt on our Facebook group – https://bit.ly/2TEmHKA

Skills Station
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$�VHFWRU�SODWH�LV�DbSLYRWLQJ�VHFWLRQ�RI�WUDFN�WKDW�DOORZV�
WUDLQV�WR�UXQ�IURP�RQH�OLQH�RQWR�DQRWKHU��ZLWKRXW�WKH�QHHG�
IRU�SRLQWV��$FWLQJ�OLNH�DbWXUQWDEOH��PDQ\�GLYHUJLQJ�URXWHV�
FDQ�EH�ODLG�WR�SHUPLW�WUDLQV�WR�DFFHVV�DbIDQ�RI�VWRUDJH�
VLGLQJV�RU�WR�UH�HPHUJH�RQWR�WKH�VFHQLF�VHFWLRQ�RQ�

DbSDUDOOHO�OLQH��6HFWRU�SODWHV�FDQ�DOVR�DFW�DV�RQH�HQG�RI�
DbUXQ�URXQG�ORRS��DOORZLQJ�DbORFRPRWLYH�WR�FKDQJH�WUDFNV�RII�VWDJH��
7KH\�FDQ�EH�EXLOW�WR�DOPRVW�DQ\�OHQJWK��WR�KHOS�VKXQW�DbORFRPRWLYH�
DORQH�RU�HQWLUH�WUDLQV��

6HFWRU�SODWHV�FDQ�EH�FUHDWHG�IURP�DbOHQJWK�RI�SO\ZRRG��VHFXUHG�
WR�DbSLYRWLQJ�SRLQW�DbIHZ�LQFKHV�IURP�WKH�RXWHU�HQG�E\�DbQXW�DQG�
EROW��WLJKWHQHG�MXVW�HQRXJK�WR�DOORZ�WKH�SODWH�WR�URWDWH�RQ�WKLV�
D[LV��$bPHDQV�RI�DOLJQLQJ�WKH�WUDFNV�LV�HVVHQWLDO�DQG�RQH�VLPSOH�
VROXWLRQ�LV�DbVPDOO�EUDVV�EROW�DQG�VRFNHW�WKDW�ZLOO�ORFN�WKH�SODWH�LQ�
SRVLWLRQ�ZKLOH�WKH�WUDLQV�UXQ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�

$V�IRU�WKH�ZLULQJ��DOO�\RX�QHHG�WR�GR�LV�DGG�DbSRZHU�IHHG�WR�
HDFK�UDLO�RQ�WKH�VHFWRU�SODWH��2QO\�LI�WKH�SODWH�UHYROYHV�PRUH�
WKDQ����|�GR�\RX�QHHG�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�SRODULW\�UHYHUVDO��DV�\RX�
ZRXOG�ZLWK�DbWXUQWDEOH��

Right: A piece of black 

card can be fixed to 

the side of the sector 

plate so that it blocks 

off the view through 

the exit point as the 

plate is moved. Thus, 

the happenings 

‘off-stage’ are hidden 

from the viewer.

Below: If you don’t 

fancy making your own, 

ready-made sector 

plates are available in 

a variety of formats and 

sizes from baseboard 

manufacturers. This 

4ft by 2ft version was 

a custom order from 

Tim Horn Baseboards.
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he impact of the Second World 

War on Britain’s railways 

should never be 

underestimated. It changed 

everything and its shockwaves would be felt 

for decades after hostilities ceased. 

Gone were the railway’s glamour days. 

The ‘Big Four’ were battered and broke. 

Manpower, materials and money were 

all in short supply and it was a case of 

‘when’ and not ‘if’ the Government would 

take them over. 

The war’s impact was felt in the drawing 

offices of the ‘Big Four’s’ main works, 

changing the output of the chief mechanical 

engineers. Gone were names of the 1930s. 

Gresley, Stanier, Collett and Maunsell had 

overseen glamorous express locomotives, 

some streamlined, a railway of luxury and 

a healthy workforce. Their post-war 

counterparts had a very different world to 

contend with. 

H.G. Ivatt’s locomotives were all high 

running plates, exposed motion and 

labour-saving devices; his brother-in-law 

Oliver Bulleid was producing slab-sided 

machines with revolutionary valve gear 

and electric lights. At Doncaster, 

Edward Thompson was dividing 

opinion with handsome mixed traffic 

designs but some frankly hideous express 

locomotives in an attempt to replace 

Gresley-Holcroft conjugated valve gear 

with something more simple. 

And what did Swindon Works produce 

after the war? That’s right, a 4-6-0 with 

a copper cap chimney…

Charles Collett is often accused of letting 

Great Western locomotive development 

stagnate. That’s a debate for another time, 

but there’s no getting away from the fact that 

the already solitary Collett withdrew into 

himself even further following the death of 

his wife Ethelwyn in 1923, and he indulged 

his interest in the paranormal and 

spiritualism far more than engineering as 

the 1930s progressed. Swindon spent its time 

filling in gaps in the fleet rather than getting 

on with the pioneering work with which it 

had made its name in the 1910s and 1920s 

under the inspired leadership of George 

Jackson Churchward. 

SWINDON AT WAR
Collett was persuaded to retire in 1941 and 

the chief mechanical engineer’s post was 

filled by former chief locomotive 

draughtsman Frederick Hawksworth. It was 

not the ideal time to take office. 

GWR locomotives were complicated 

machines to build. The frames were 

a mixture of traditional British plate and 

US bar. Machining tolerances were to 

a standard that was much higher than other 

works demanded. 

Wartime restrictions made life hard work 

at Swindon, while poor coal and lack of 

maintenance hampered performance out on 

the road to locomotives with low-degree 

superheating that were designed to be fired 

on the best Welsh coal. 

Hawksworth had to design to wartime 

needs and the immediate post-war world. 

Evidence of this appeared in March 1944 

when a new ‘Hall’ was outshopped from 

In 
DbƓUVW�IRU�

Swindon, sitting 
DWRS�DbORQJHU�WKDQ�

standard smokebox, 
ZDV�DbGRXEOH�

FKLPQH\�

“

”

T

+DV�KLVWRU\�MXGJHG�+DZNVZRUWKōV�*:5�������Ō&RXQW\ō�
FODVV�WRR�KDUVKO\"�Richard Foster H[SORUHV�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�

ORFRPRWLYHōV�WUDGLWLRQDO�\HW�UHYROXWLRQDU\�DSSURDFK�

A RADICAL 
departure



79www.model-rail.co.uk

Above: No. 1021 County of Montgomery leaves 

Teignmouth with a Paignton-Liverpool service 

on July 26 1955. The ‘Counties’ wider tenders 

also required wider cabs, which meant that 

enginemen couldn’t access the smokebox by 

sliding along the running plate under the cab. 

A front step was provided under the bufferbeam, 

however, somewhat unhelpfully, on one side only. 

NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Left: The ‘County’s’ boiler pressure was reduced 

to 250lbs/sq in in 1956 and, from 1957, the three-

row superheater was replaced with a four-row 

affair. The extra lubricator pipework was often 

hidden underneath an additional cover on the 

driver’s side, as illustrated by No. 1006 County of 

Cornwall at Plymouth Laira shed on April 29 1962. 

DAVE COBBE COLLECTION/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Pioneer ‘County’ No. 1000 County of 

Middlesex shows off its original double 

chimney, with distinctive lip, at Laira shed 

on July 24 1949. No. 1000 didn’t receive 

a standard double chimney until 1958. 

NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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Swindon. No. 6959 may have looked like the 

previous 259 examples, but closer inspection 

revealed some radical departures from the 

Churchward/Collett way of doing things. 

The main frames were plate throughout. 

Traditionally, GWR cylinders were cast in 

two halves and each half included part of 

the smokebox saddle. In the modified ‘Hall’, 

the cylinders were bolted to the main frame 

with a centre stay forming the smokebox 

saddle. Gone was the superb but complex 

de Glehn bogie; in its place was a simple 

plate frame affair. The Standard No. 1 

boiler looked outwardly similar but had 

a revised arrangement of tubes and 

a three-row superheater. 

Swindon would build a further 70 

‘Modified Halls’ for both the GWR and BR. 

But with No. 6959, later named Peatling Hall, 
Hawksworth and his team were working on 

something more radical. 

DODGING THE DRAUGHT 
Churchward had been responsible for Britain’s 

first 4-6-2 in 1908 but the GWR had 

found that the 4-6-0 suited its 

requirements well. However, during 

the war years, Hawksworth and his 

team started to investigate what 

a post-war GWR ‘Pacific’ might look 

like. They didn’t get very far as 

wartime restrictions forbid the development of 

new express passenger designs. So the team 

switched its attention to a new 4-6-0, 

incorporating some of the ‘Pacific’s’ features. 

A January 1944 drawing shows what 

a radical departure this new design could have 

been: outside Walschearts valve gear and 

a high running plate that gave a foretaste of 

the BR Standard types. 

What eventually emerged from Swindon in 

August 1945 was a curious mixture of 

conventional and the radical. It was bigger 

than a ‘Hall’ but smaller than a ‘Castle’. It had 

all the hallmarks of a GWR locomotive: long, 

taper boiler and firebox, safety valve bonnet, 

prominent cylinders, curved running plate 

under the smokebox and cab, and a Collett cab. 

Yet everything was different. The boiler was 

new, dubbed No. 15, and it had a shorter barrel 

and larger firebox than the ‘Castle’s’. Jigs used 

at Swindon to build wartime Stanier ‘8F’ 

boilers were reused for the new locomotive. 

A similar level of superheating as 

the ‘Modified Hall’ was employed 

but the boiler was pressed to 

a whopping 280lbs/sq in. In another 

first for Swindon, sitting atop the 

longer than standard smokebox, 

was a double chimney.

Beneath the running plate were features 

found on the ‘Modified Hall’; plate frames 

throughout and the plate frame bogie. 

The wheels were 6ft 3in, another departure 

from standard GWR practice. 

Arguably the most eye-catching features 

were the single-piece splashers and straight 

nameplates. Apparently, the design was 

produced under great secrecy at Swindon, but 

news had leaked to the Railway 

Correspondence & Travel Society, whose 

house magazine, The Railway Observer, 
reported on the splashers! 

Behind the locomotive was a new type of 

tender. Key dimensions were akin to previous 

GWR tenders but the body was of welded 

No. 111 The Great 

Bear entered 

service in 1908 

but was rebuilt 

as a ‘Castle’ 

4-6-0 in 1924.

Shrewsbury shed’s Nos. 1016 County of Hants 

and 1003 County of Wilts show off their double 

chimneys in 1959. No. 1022 received the first of 

the new double chimneys in May 1956 and it 

took until October 1959 before all 30 ‘Counties’ 

had been modified. RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

:KDWōV�LQ�DbQXPEHU"
Initial drawings showed the 

‘Counties’ with numbers in the 

99XX series, but Hawksworth 

ZDVbDSSDUHQWO\�VR�DQJU\�WKDW�WKLV�

news had been leaked to the 

UDLOZD\�SUHVV�WKDW�KH�FKDQJHG�WKH�

numbering series to 10XX. 
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construction, with flush side raves and it was 

designed to be self-trimming. Even the 

toolboxes were in a new position. 

Pioneer No. 1000, built in August 1945, 

went new to Old Oak Common shed on 

September 9 that year. Nine more, 

Nos. 1001-1009, would follow, Nos. 1010-1022 

being built in 1946 and Nos. 1023-1029 in 1947. 

SPREAD FAR AND WIDE 
It was not until March 1946 that the naming 

theme was unveiled. The class would 

resurrect the theme of counties; county names 

had already been applied to Churchward’s 

outside cylinder 4-4-0s of 1904. No. 1000 

would become County of Middlesex, just as the 

pioneer Churchward ‘County’ had been. 

The ‘Counties’ were initially allocated to 

sheds that served the GWR’s principal main 

lines: Bristol Bath Road, Newton Abbot, 

Above: No. 1010 County of Caernarvon is in splendid 

condition outside Swindon Works on June 22 1955. 

Nos. 1001-1029 were built with a single chimney. 

Experiments to improve the class’ draughting 

started in 1953 and took a couple of years to 

complete, with No. 1009 being the main guinea pig. 

NORMAN PREEDY ARCHIVE/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Left: GWR livery was replaced by British Railways 

lettering, albeit using the Great Western’s Egyptian 

typeface. As a two-cylinder mixed traffic design, they 

received BR lined black but this was soon replaced 

by BR green, the last black ‘County’ disappearing 

circa 1954. No. 1016 County of Hants is still in black 

livery at Chester circa 1953. The nameplates on 

the fireman’s side were fixed direct to the splasher. 

R.A. WHITFIELD/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Below: All the ‘Counties’ were delivered in GWR 

green with the post-war ‘G crest W’ on the tender. 

Nos. 1017/1018 were the first to be delivered with 

nameplates and it took until 1948 before the last 

unnamed locomotives were fitted with plates. Most 

photographs of ‘Counties’ in GWR livery shows them 

to be in filthy condition, typified by this photograph 

of No. 1029 County of Worcester at Chester in 1948. 

R.A. WHITFIELD/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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Old Oak Common, Truro, Plymouth Laira, 

Westbury and Wolverhampton Stafford 

Road. However, in BR days, they began to 

move further afield, particularly as 

dieselisation began to bite in the London 

area: Bristol St Philips Marsh, Chester, 

Exeter St Davids, Neyland, Penzance, 

Shrewsbury and Swindon all received 

‘Counties’ at one time or another. 

No. 1026 County of Salop was just 15 

years old when it was withdrawn from 

Shrewsbury on September 13 1962. It was 

followed a few weeks later by No. 1004 

County of Somerset from Penzance and 

Didcot’s No. 1018 County of Leicester on 

the 27th. The run-down was quick, and 

by the autumn of 1964 only No. 1011 

County of Chester was left in service. 

Having lost its BR numberplate in 

exchange for GWR numerals on the 

bufferbeam, Swindon shed’s No. 1011 

worked the Stephenson Locomotive 

Society’s ‘Last County Special’ on 

September 20 1964 and was not withdrawn 

until that November. It was scrapped in 

March 1965. 

CURSE OF THE COUNTY
The ‘County’ 4-4-0s were considered duds, 

Churchward’s boiler and cylinder 

proportions not suiting the wheel 

arrangement. Along with their 4-4-2T cousins, 

they were really the only black mark against 

Churchward, whose other designs were 

superlative. Somehow, Hawksworth’s 4-6-0s 

seem to have carried the same curse. 

The overriding feeling towards the class 

was ‘what was the point?’. BR classified them 

‘6MT’. That put them in the same bracket as 

the rebuilt ‘Royal Scots’ but, for the Western 

Region, they were too much of an inbetweener 

– if the job was too much for a ‘Hall’ 

(BR classification ‘5MT’), a ‘Castle’ (BR ‘7P’) 

could handle it comfortably. 

The ‘Counties’ gained a reputation for 

rough riding, one driver reporting that he 

wouldn’t take one above 70mph. Other 

footplatemen hated the new arrangement of 

tender toolboxes and the shape of the coal 

space. The cabs were wider than other GWR 

locomotives so there was no foothold under 

the cab. There was a front step mounted to just 

one side of the bufferbeam which was 

annoying if the locomotive was parked over 

a long pit and you were on the other side and 

needed to access the smokebox. 

They were shy to steam, too, and, following 

a highly critical column in The Railway 
Magazine, Hawksworth invited Cecil J. Allen 

out for a footplate trip. Allen called the 

‘Counties’ “worthy and dependable” but his 

account of the trip recorded No. 1028 topping 

Dainton bank at 15mph with just nine coaches. 

However, amateur footplateman and 

Westinghouse chief engineer Kenneth Leech 

wrote that he drove or fired 22 out of the 30 

‘Counties’ and “cannot recall a bad trip”. 

He said that they struggled on stopping trains 

and rode harder than a ‘Castle’ but were 

“strong, lively engines”. Tyseley fireman 

Dick Potts praised them for “sheer strength 

and rapid acceleration with complete 

absence of slipping”.

The difference in experience came after 

a watershed moment. No. 1000’s double 

chimney was fitted as an experiment but 

draughting trials didn’t actually start until 

1954. By this time, Sam Ell and his team at 

Swindon had been trying to improve 

draughting on several Collett classes, 

including the ‘Manors’. 

Now it was the turn of the ‘Counties’. 

The firebox’s shape was already found to be 

responsible for firemen not being able to 

maintain 280lbs/sq in, so the boiler pressure 

was reduced to 250lbs/sq in. 

But in early 1954, No. 1000 was under test 

between Swindon and Reading with the 

Western Region’s dynamometer car. Later that 

year the real work started with No. 1009 

County of Carmarthen. This received a new 

blastpipe and temporary double chimney. 

Rebuilding the whole class with revised 

blastpipes and ‘Castle’-style double 

chimneys took place between 

September 1956 and October 1959. 

Hawksworth’s ‘Counties’ will always be 

a bit of an enigma. They were supposed to be 

a step forward in GWR locomotive design but 

the stats speak for themselves. Three lots 

were issued for a total of 65 ‘Counties’, but 

only 30 were actually built. 

Hawksworth retired in 1949, with just five 

designs to his name (three were pannier 

tanks). Is it coincidence that ten new ‘Castles’ 

and ‘Manors’ were built the following year, all 

retaining the Collett/Churchward features 

that Hawksworth had tried to eliminate?

But history shouldn’t judge the ‘County’ too 

harshly. Despite their issues, they were 

essentially good machines, equally at home 

No. 1011 County of Chester outlived its classmates for 

several months and, as the last ‘County’ in service, 

became a railtour favourite, losing its smokebox 

numberplate in favour of the number being painted 

on the bufferbeam, GWR style. The 4-6-0 passes 

Coates, near Cirencester, with the SLS’s ‘Farewell 

to the GWR County Class’ Birmingham-Swindon 

railtour on September 20 1964. It was withdrawn that 

November. HUGH BALLANTYNE/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

No. 1004 County of Somerset glints in the 

sun outside Swindon shed on June 16 1957, 

alongside ‘Castle’ No. 5062 Earl of Shaftesbury. 

The straight nameplates on the driver’s side 

were fixed to a mount to clear the reversing rod. 

DAVE COBBE COLLECTION/RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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RECOMMENDED READING

Portraits of Western 4-6-0s by 
%U\DQb+ROGHQ�	�.HQQHWK�/HHFK�
�)UDVHUb6WHZDUW�b�����
Collett & Hawksworth Locomotives by 
%ULDQ�+DUHVQDSH��,DQ�$OODQ�������
GWR Two Cylinder 4-6-0s and 2-6-0s by 
5RGJHU�%UDGOH\��*XLOG�3XEOLVKLQJ�������
Great Western 4-6-0s At Work by 
0LFKDHOb5XWKHUIRUG��35&�������
The Book of the County 4-6-0s by 
,DQb6L[VPLWK��,UZHOO�3UHVV�������

on named expresses, stopping trains and 

goods trains. Hawksworth was trying to 

design and build locomotives in extreme 

times and so it’s no surprise that he wanted to 

simplify the design. 

It’s been 75 years since No. 1000 emerged 

from Swindon. Maybe it’s time for GWR 

enthusiasts to finally take this unloved 4-6-0 

to their hearts?

GWR general manager Sir James Milne, chief mechanical engineer Frederick Hawksworth and GWR 

chairman Lord Portal pose on the footplate of pioneer ‘County’ No. 1000 at Paddington before it makes 

its first run to Swindon on August 15 1945. GETTY

Once fitted with double chimneys, the 

‘Counties’ were equally at home on 

freight trains as they were on named 

expresses such as the ‘Cornishman’ 

and ‘Royal Duchy’. No. 1007 County of 

Brecknock darkens the skies over 

Reading as it heads east with 

a long freight train in November 

1961. STEVE ARMITAGE ARCHIVE/

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS
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Dave Lowery XVHV�DbGHWDLOLQJ�NLW�WR�VKRZ�KRZ�\RX�FDQ�PRGHO�DbŌ&RXQW\ō�LQ�WKH�
SHULRG�RI�\RXU�FKRLFH�

%8,/'�$b*:5�
‘COUNTY’ CLASS

HOW TO 

W
hen I were a lad…

‘Oh dear,’ I hear you sigh, ‘off 

goes Lowery again’. 

Well, I remember when 

Hornby models were very basic, so my first 

entry into modelling was adding details such 

as handrails, coal in the tenders and pipes to 

the bufferbeams. When I grew in confidence, 

I started buying detailing kits, which often 

included whitemetal castings, bits of piping 

and the odd crude etch.

Thanks to JE Detailing Parts, I am taking 

a trip down memory lane. This kit includes 

parts designed to bring the GWR ‘County’ 

4-6-0 to life. Originally designed for the 

Dapol model, the parts can be used just as 

well on Hornby’s version, as it’s pretty much 

the same model.

Unlike some of those kits from my youth, 

the instructions contain three excellent 

diagrams. One contains the position for small 

details such as the washout plugs, another 

shows the position on the model where all the 

parts go and, finally, there’s a picture of the 

etch with all parts identified. These match up 

with the list of castings and etched parts.

The kit concentrates on key problem areas, 

most notably providing a new cab. Also 

included are those parts that manufacturers 

now get right, such as finer smokebox door 

handles and safety valve bonnets. 

Chimneys aren’t included, because JE 

Detailing Parts offers a choice of three – 

No. 1000’s original double chimney, the 

single chimney and the final design of double 

chimney so you can model your favourite 

‘County’. Parts are a mixture of etched brass 

and whitemetal castings. 

When removing plastic mouldings from 

a model with a craft knife, the temptation is to 

cut too deep. Only remove small amounts of 

plastic at a time until you get close to the 

base. Then, finish with wet and dry paper 

wrapped around a small block. This should 

prevent any accidental, deep gouges.

Feel free to use your 

own initiative to fit some of 

the parts if you feel it’s necessary. 

I felt that the speedometer 

support/drive was a bit vulnerable 

as a glued butt joint on the 

underside of the running plate. 

I drilled through the running plate 

and used a small piece of 

brass rod to form 

a support pin. 

TOP 

TIP

��DbGD\�SOXV�
GU\LQJbWLPH

MODEL JE Detailing Parts JEW91 GW 
‘County’ Detailing Kit�X�3ULFH�£29

00
GAUGE

AVAILABILITY Phoenix Precision 7HO� 01268 730549 
:HE� www.phoenix-paints.co.uk
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�X JE Detailing Parts JEW94 GW 

County Double Chimney, £3. 

Availability: Phoenix Precision 

7HO�b01268 730549 

Web: www.phoenix-paints.co.uk

�X Model Master 1011 County of 
Chester name/numberplates £11.95 

Availability: Model Master Jackson 

Evans Tel: 01292 289770 

Web: www.modelmaster.uk

�X +DƓ[V�3URIHVVLRQDO�*OXH�DQG�

two-part Epoxy Resin Putty, £7 and 

£6 Availability: +DƓ[V�Tel: 02089 

693034 Web: ZZZ�KDƓ[V�FR�XN

TOOLS
�X &UDIW�NQLIH�ZLWK�IUHVK�EODGH

�X 6HOHFWLRQ�RI�QHHGOH�ƓOHV

�XWet and dry paper

�X 6PDOO�EORFN�RI�ZRRG

�X Side cutter

�X Reamer

�X 6ROGHULQJ�LURQ��VROGHU�DQG�ŴX[

�X Pin vice and bits

�X Scriber

�X Mini-drill with slitting disc and 

HQGbPLOOHU

What you will need

What you get in the kit: 

an etched brass sheet for the 

cab, new safety valves and a bag 

of castings, plus a turned brass 

smokebox door handle.

Remember, you don’t 

have to use all the parts in 

a detailing kit if you don’t want 

to. The JE Detailing ‘County’ kit 

included replacement 

whitemetal buffers. But the 

model has sprung buffers, and 

I’ve always loved sprung buffers. 

The replacements don’t 

spring so I left 

them off!

TOP 

TIP
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To negate having to completely respray the 

whole of the locomotive – despite the model’s 

age, Hornby’s lining is remarkably good – 

I sprayed the cab front and the firebox top 

away from the model.

Fold the top lamp iron to shape and add 

a touch of solder into the joints to stiffen it up 

because it’s quite vulnerable. Glue to the 

smokebox and then glue the turned brass 

smokebox handle into place, too.

1211

The cab sandboxes were glued to the back of 

the cab steps, so you must cut the casting to 

fit neatly. Then the ejector casting can be 

glued around the sandbox to the step bottom 

and bottom of the footplate.

10

There is an etched brass cab front and cab 

roof overlay. The latter needs filing to the 

profile of the cab front. This will involve a fair 

amount of filing with a coarse file to remove 

the right amount of plastic.

Extra care needs to be taken when removing 

the mudhole covers because the curve of the 

boiler presents some issues. Gently carve as 

much as possible with a craft knife then file 

smooth to the boiler profile.

65

To clean these castings, place them in 

a pin vice and gently turn them against 

a needle file. Once you have removed the 

bulk of the flash, turn them against some wet 

and dry paper. 

I soldered the cab roof to the front then 

checked fit to the plastic, making adjustments 

with additional filing. To fit the ventilators, cut 

a hole by first drilling it out with a series of 

drill holes. File to shape and glue to the cab.

Remove the mudhole doors on the firebox 

shoulders. Then, using the supplied diagram, 

measure where the new components need to 

be located before marking their final position 

with a sharp scriber. 

97 8

Removing the steam pipes inevitably leaves 

a pair of holes in the footplate. To fill them, 

I use two-part filler. Mix the two parts 

thoroughly, push them into the holes and, 

when cured, file smooth. 

Read through the locomotive’s instructions to 

find out which screws you need to remove to 

lift the body from the chassis. Then use a thin 

blade to ease the cab sides from the footplate. 

Work around the locomotive. First remove the 

component with a craft knife. File it flush and 

then tidy the area with a wet and dry block 

until the surface is smooth.

The metal-centred chimney requires major 

surgery to remove it. Cut off the plastic with 

a side cutter, and use a reamer to remove the 

tube. File and smooth flush with wet and dry.

4

1 32

STEP
BY

STEP
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Once I’d fitted all replacement parts, I painted all the castings with red oxide paint. When dry, 

I painted with RailMatch 300 Standard Loco Green or 205 black where appropriate. Then I gave it 

a blow over with matt varnish.

Replacing the tank filler is very much optional. 

It’s certainly quite an awkward place to get at. 

I cut the old one with a slitting disc before 

using an end miller on an electric drill to 

smooth the surface flat.

Also included is an etched brass overlay for 

the bogie. It’s a very detailed, lovely etch. 

Cut the parts out and solder together; add 

detail parts then file the bogie so it fits. 

Then spray black and glue in place.

13

16

14

The 

tender 

needs new 

steps. Carefully 

remove the 

old ones and 

offer up the 

replacements, 

filing and 

checking 

until you 

have achieved 

a good fit. 

When you are 

happy, glue the 

steps in place. 

15

When using a two-

part putty, you’ll generally 

end up mixing more than you 

actually need for the task in 

hand. But don’t throw the excess 

away immediately – keep it to 

hand because when it cures and 

goes hard, you know the putty 

on the model has, too, and you 

can start filing it flush. 

TOP 

TIP
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ou can see why the West Highland Line is 
often included in lists of the world’s great 
railway journeys. The 42 miles from Fort 
William to Mallaig passes the highest 

mountain in Britain (Ben Nevis) and it includes 
Britain’s most westerly railway station (Arisaig). It 
skirts Britain’s deepest freshwater lake (Loch Morar), 
it even passes Britain’s shortest river (River Morar) 
and it terminates next to the deepest seawater loch in 
Europe (Loch Nevis). And that’s without discussing 
the scenic beauty of the Trossachs, Rannoch Moor 
and Lochaber. 

The West Highland Line will celebrate 130 years in 
2024, but the title now extends beyond the original 
West Highland Railway, which opened between 
Craigendoran and Fort William on August 11 1894. 
The umbrella title now includes the old North 
British route from Craigendoran into Glasgow 
Queen Street, Fort William to Mallaig, and even the 
remaining stub of the old Callander & Oban from 
Crianlarich into Oban. 

There are so many choice locations on the West 
Highland that some others simply slip under the 
radar. Fort William is one such spot. 

LOCHS, 
STOCK

and oil barrels
Peter Marriott scouted out this little-known oil 
terminal siding with huge modelling potential.

Y
Although sandwiched between Ben Nevis and Lochs 
Linnhe and Eil, it’s probably the least scenic spot on 
the whole line. But what it might lack in visual 
appeal it more than makes up for in operational 
interest. In fact, it’s probably one of the most 
interesting spots on Britain’s railway network. 

Take a usual weekday during the summer months. 
You can watch Class 156s arrive and depart on 
services to Mallaig or Glasgow. Then there’s the 
arrival and departure of a portion of Britain’s longest 
passenger train, the Caledonian Sleeper, behind 
GBRf Class 73/9s. Class 66s make near-daily 
deliveries of tank wagons to the huge aluminium 
works on the town’s outskirts, while ‘Black Fives’ – 
and the occasional Peppercorn ‘K1’ – shunt rakes of 
Mk 1s between the yard and the station to cater for 
the two steam-hauled ‘Jacobites’ to Mallaig each day. 

Clearly that gives Fort William lots of modelling 
potential. Surely, to model it all would require acres 
of space? Not necessarily, for this is a small part of 
Fort William’s railway network whose operational 
potential can be captured in a fraction of the space. 

I discovered the modelling potential of Fort 
William’s oil sidings during a visit 
there with friend and former MR 
sub-editor David Brown. We had 
travelled to and from Oban from 
Crianlarich on Tuesday, 
September 22 2015 and arrived at 
Fort William just before the arrival 
of the oil train from Mossend 
Yard, and were just in time to 
witness the majority of the 
shunting action described here. 
Q I must thank Ian Futers for his 
help with this feature and for 
supplying the prototype track 
plan of the location.

Masterplan Fort William
Track plans to get you thinking in three dimensions

Photography: Peter Marriott

Left: Class 37s and TTA tank wagons, 

both available in ‘N’ and ‘OO’, are the 

ideal combination for a modern West 

Highland line layout.

DB’s 66107 shunts 

the oil terminal, 

near Fort William 

station, in 

September 2015. 
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Masterplan Fort William

,W�LV�DOPRVW�DbPLUDFOH�WKDW�WKH�VPDOO�UDLO�VHUYHG�RLO�
WHUPLQDO�DW�)RUW�:LOOLDP�UHPDLQHG�LQ�DFWLYH�VHUYLFH�
XQWLO�MXVW�DbIHZ�\HDUV�DJR�EHFDXVH�WKH�RWKHU�
UDLO�VHUYHG�RLO�WHUPLQDOV�DW�2EDQ�DQG�&RQQHOO�)HUU\�
KDG�FORVHG�GRZQ�GHFDGHV�EHIRUH��

7KH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WZR�VLGLQJ�RLO�WHUPLQDO�DW�)RUW�
:LOOLDP�LV�DERXW�DbTXDUWHU�RI�DbPLOH�RXWVLGH�WKH�
VWDWLRQ��MXVW�EHIRUH�WKH�OLQHV�WR�&ULDQODULFK�DQG�
0DOODLJ�GLYHUJH��,W ōV�XVHIXOO\�ORFDWHG�EHWZHHQ�WZR�
RYHUEULGJHV��ZKLFK�SURYLGH�OHJLWLPDWH�VFHQLF�
EUHDNV��$W�WKH�VWDWLRQ�HQG��WKHUHōV�WKH�(DUO�RI�
,QYHUQHVV�5RDG�EULGJH��$W�WKH�RWKHU�LV�WKH�EULGJH�
WKDW�RQFH�FDUULHG�%ULWLVK�$OXPLQLXPōV�QDUURZ�JDXJH�
OLQH�WR�WKH�VKRUHV�RI�/RFK�/LQQKH��7KLV�VHFRQG�
EULGJH�DQG�WKH�QDUURZ�JDXJH�WUDFNEHG�LV�QRZ�XVHG�
DV�DbIRRWSDWK�E\�WKH�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�

7KH�RLO�WHUPLQDO�ZDV�VWLOO�EHLQJ�XVHG�WR�VXSSO\�RLO�
WR�WKH�URDG�GHSRW�ORFDWHG�RQ�WKH�%HQ�1HYLV�VLGH�RI�
WKH�OLQH�LQ�������$W�WKDW�WLPH��ZDJRQV�DUULYHG�
VHYHUDO�WLPHV�DbZHHN�IURP�0RVVHQG�<DUG�EHKLQG�DQ�
(:6�&ODVVb����&ODVVb��V����V����V�DQG���V�KDYH�DOVR�
EHHQ�XVHG�KHUH��

$�PLFUR�OD\RXW�GHSLFWLQJ�WKH�RLO�WHUPLQDO�DQG�WKH�
DGMDFHQW�PDLQ�OLQH�ZRXOG�EH�DbYHU\�DWWUDFWLYH�
SURSRVLWLRQ��1RW�RQO\�GRHV�LW�ORRN�LQWHUHVWLQJ��
\RXōYH�JRW�ORWV�RI�VKXQWLQJ�DQG�DbKXJH�YDULHW\�RI�
SDVVLQJ�WUDLQV��,I�\RX�KDYH�PRUH�VSDFH�DYDLODEOH��
\RX�FRXOG�FUHDWH�DbŌ<ō�VKDSHG�OD\RXW�ZLWK�WKUHH�
VWRUDJH�\DUGV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�)RUW�:LOOLDP��0DOODLJ�
DQG�&ULDQODULFK��UHVSHFWLYHO\��

+HUHōV�DbVKRUW�OLVW�RI�ZKDW�\RXōOO�QHHG�WR�FUHDWH�
\RXU�RZQ�)RUW�:LOOLDP�RLO�WHUPLQDO�OD\RXW�
�X 6HFXULW\�IHQFLQJ�DQG�JDWHV��5DWLR�RU�7HQ�

&RPPDQGPHQWV
�X 3LSHV�DQG�YDOYHV��$OELRQ�$OOR\V�RU�.QLJKWZLQJ
�X:DUQLQJ�VLJQV�RQ�WKH�IHQFH�DQG�JDWHV��6DQNH\�

6LJQV�RU�7LQ\�6LJQV
�X &RQFUHWH�WUXQNLQJ�DQG�UHOD\�ER[HV��:LOOV�RU�
.QLJKWZLQJ
�X <DUG�OLJKWV��%UDZD�RU�.\WHV�OLJKWV
�X 5DLO�EXLOW�EXIIHUVWRSV��3HFR
�X 6KUXEV�DQG�VPDOO�WUHHV��6HD�PRVV
�X 6PDOO�FRQFUHWH�KXW��8QLW�0RGHOV
�X 5RDG�RYHUEULGJH��:LOOV
�X 7UHHV�ERUGHULQJ�WKH�UHDU�RI�WKH�WHUPLQDO��

*DXJHPDVWHU�RU�1RFK
�X 6KXQWLQJ�SHUVRQQHO��%DFKPDQQ�6FHQHFUDIW�

RUb3UHLVHU
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MODELLING THE 
OIL TERMINAL

Above: The four-wheel TTA tanks were the primary vehicle 

used to move oil to Fort William. They’re available from 

Bachmann Branchline in ‘OO’ and Graham Farish in ‘N’.

Below: Fort William oil terminal looking towards Fort William 

junction. Due to the sensitive and volatile nature of oil, the 

entire site is protected by a security fence.

Above: A sketch showing just what a simple yet interesting layout Fort William’s oil terminal 

could make. To give you an idea of its dimensions, a ‘OO’ gauge TTA measures 122mm long, 

while a Class 66 is 285mm.
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Viewed from the Earl of 

Inverness road bridge, 

the oil terminal site reveals 

its compact nature. 

Any layout based on this 

location only requires 

minimal scenic detail, and 

the two bridges provide 

natural scenic breaks. 

Looking towards Fort William 

station, the line under the road 

bridge is about a quarter of 

a mile from the terminus. 

See how the tall bracket 

signal is actually of rather 

modern construction. 

This rusty bridge once carried 

the Lochaber Narrow Gauge 

Railway over the West Highland 

down to the shore of Loch 

Linnhe. This 3ft gauge line was 

built to serve construction of 

British Aluminium’s plant at Fort 

William and the transformation 

of Loch Treig into a reservoir.
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Masterplan Fort William

SHUNTING THE SIDINGS
My visit took place on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
6HSWHPEHUb���������7KH�ZKROH�VKXQWLQJ�
RSHUDWLRQbLQYROYHG�DW�OHDVW�QLQH�ORFRPRWLYH�
PRYHPHQWV�ZKLFK��ZLWK�Db'&&�VRXQG�ƓWWHG�
ORFRPRWLYH��ZLOO�EH�DbORW�RI�IXQ�
�X ������������DUULYHV�ZLWK����IRXU�ZKHHO�77$�ZDJRQV�
IURP�WKH�VRXWK��$UULYHV�RQ�WKH�PDLQ�OLQH�IURP�
&ULDQODULFK�DQG�VWRSV�DGMDFHQW�WR�WKH�RLO�WHUPLQDO�
�X ������SXVKHV�WKH�ZDJRQV�EDFN�LQWR�/RRS���EHKLQG�
WKH�VLJQDO�ER[�

66107 uncouples and 

runs around the train 

using Loop 1 and couples 

on to the train on Loop 2. 

Then it begins to propel the 

12 TTAs back on to the main 

line to Fort William station. 

66107 pushes the 

whole train into the oil 

terminal siding closest to 

the main line (Siding 1) to 

Fort William. 

1

66107 draws the train 

into the kick-back 

siding adjacent to the 

main line to Mallaig so 

that the last wagon is 

clear of the point into the 

oil terminal.

3

4

66107 pushes the 

tankers back onto 

the main line so that the 

whole train is adjacent 

to the oil terminal.

2
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SPOTTING NOTES
While shunting this small oil terminal could be fun, the variety of passing 
trains makes this Scottish railway location even more visually interesting. 
+HUHōV�ZKDW�HOVH�,bVDZ�DURXQG�)RUW�:LOOLDP�RQ�6HSWHPEHUb��b����ř

Who would have thought that when the last steam-worked service ran on the West 
Highland line in 1963 that Fort William would be home to one of the most intensive main 
line steam programmes in the country? The Fort William-Mallaig ‘Jacobites’ run from 
April until the end of October, with two trains a day during peak seasons. ‘K1’ No. 62005 
passes the junction bound for Fort William. Empty ‘Jacobite’ stock is often propelled 
from the station into the yard. Also around Fort William on my visit were ‘Black Fives’ 
Nos. 45407 and 45231.

Viewed from the platform at Crianlarich, a six-car Class 156 departs for Glasgow 

Queen Street. Two or three ‘156s’ and ‘158s’ run coupled together from Glasgow 

Queen Street to and from Crianlarich and separate there to form onward services to 

Oban and Fort William.

EWS Class 67 67011 rests in the former Motorail platform with the Fort William portion of the Caledonian Sleeper, comprising two Mk 2 saloons and two Mk 3 sleeping cars. The switch of Class 37 to Class 67 on the ‘beds’ was mourned by many enthusiasts. Five years later and the scene is very different: no longer part of the ScotRail franchise, GBRf Class 73/9s haul Caledonian Sleeper’s new Mk 5 coaches. 

The last six wagons 

are detached from 

the train and left in 

Siding 1. 66107 draws the 

remaining six wagons 

clear of the point. 

5

With the train now on 

Siding 2, the shunter 

uncouples the rear four 

wagons. 66107 now draws 

forward with two TTAs. 

6

66107 propels the two 

TTAs into Siding 1, which 

are coupled to the six 

wagons previously left there. 

This leaves 66107 and eight 

wagons in Siding 1 and four 

wagons in Siding 2. 

7

1610: 66107 is 

switched off, the 

security gates are shut 

and the shunter and the 

driver walk towards Fort 

William depot. 

8
Recommended reading
X Scottish Layout Projects by Ian Futers (Santona)

X�Diesels in the Highlands by Andrew Vines (Ian Allan) 

X�Modelling Scotland’s Railways by Ian Futers (Santona) 

X�Modelling the British Rail Era by Ian Fleming, Steve Flint, Ken Gibbons 

DQGb-HII�7D\ORU��6DQWRQD�
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In-depth and unbiased reviews of the latest products

Reviews

Our reviewers Our ratings
We assess models on the following 

criteria and rate each of them out of 

ten: that way, you know precisely 

how good a model is. 

How we test
At Model Rail, we pride ourselves on 

the quality, thoroughness and 

unbiased nature of our reviews. 

7RbGR�WKLV��ZH�MXGJH�PRGHOV�DJDLQVW�

prototype images and historical 

texts. We also run them on our test 

track, which features 1-in-30 and 

1-in-60 gradients in both ‘N’ and 

‘OO’, not to mention numerous 

FKDOOHQJLQJ�WUDFN�FRQƓJXUDWLRQV��

George Dent
A modern image expert, who also  
tests tools and modelling products.

Richard Foster
His forte is steam locomotives, 
regardless of region or era. 

Chris Leigh
:URWH�KLV�ƓUVW�UHYLHZ�LQ������DQG�
hasn’t stopped since! 

LOOKS 9/10
PERFORMANCE 9/10
FEATURES 8/10
DECORATION 9/10
VALUE FOR MONEY 6/10
TOTAL  82%

96
Bachmann 
Midland Railway 

Ō�3ōb�����7

100
Bachmann 
+.$bKRSSHU

102
Revolution 
Trains KUA 

QXFOHDU�ŴDVN�
wagons
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T
here’s a belief that 

manufacturers supply 

models to the press that 

have been ‘breathed on’ 

in order to garner a more 

favourable review. That was 

never true, but in the past, 

pre-production samples were 

sometimes supplied and they 

could be a very mixed bag; what 

you see nowadays is 

a production model, just as you’d 

find it on a model shop shelf. 

The only difference is that the 

model press – generally speaking 

– receive models in advance of 

them landing in stockists. It’s 

a very privileged position to be 

in… which makes it a little churlish 

to feel disappointed when a new 

model arrives and it’s not the one 

you really wanted to review. 

It’s been over three years since 

Bachmann announced its 

Johnson ‘1532’ 0-4-4T and the 

decorated samples displayed on 

its stand at 2019’s Warley 

National Model Railway Show 

looked very impressive. However, 

No. 1273 in Midland Railway livery 

really took our breath away…

we’ve come to expect in recent 

years. In fact, in all areas of fine 

detail – handrails, coal rails and 

tank tops for example – the ‘1532’ 

scores very highly. 

There are a couple of minor 

flaws, however, which the 

photographs on p98 and images 

and drawings in Bob Essery and 

David Jenkinson’s book reveal: 

the front lamp irons should sit 

outside the buffers rather than 

So when Bachmann’s Richard 

Proudman dropped us a line to 

say that an 0-4-4T was on its 

way, everything was crossed 

that it would be this beautiful 

crimson locomotive. 

What arrived, however, was 

No. 1303 in unlined LMS black. 

Oh well, never mind…

Joking aside, it doesn’t matter 

what colour ‘1532’ you have, for 

Bachmann has delivered another 

gem of a humble, unassuming 

northern steam locomotive. 

First impressions are good. 

The ‘face’ immediately looks 

right, as does the overall shape, 

while your eye flits over the 

areas of fine, separately fitted 

detail, from the push-pull gear 

on the smokebox to the tall, 

Salter safety valves.

Get closer and the refine-

ments begin to stand out further: 

the Deeley smokebox, with its 

dog clips, looks spot on and 

even the edges of the buffer-

beams are, just like the proto-

type, curved. The vacuum 

regulator for working push-pull 

‘motor’ trains is just fabulous. 

There is a small pipe missing 

from this equipment but you 

won’t notice it from normal 

viewing distances. 

EYE-CATCHING
The distinctive brake linkage is 

another eye-catching feature and 

looks excellent, being comple-

mented by a very fine handbrake 

handle in the cab. That cab interior 

is to the very high standard that 

Bachmann ‘1P’ 0-4-4T
X SCALE ‘OO’  X MODEL�%DFKPDQQ�%UDQFKOLQH��������-RKQVRQ�Ō����ō������7�1R�b������/06�EODFN��X PRICE £149.95 �X AVAILABILITY %DFKPDQQ�%UDQFKOLQH�VWRFNLVWV

Next18 
socket

Firebox 
glow
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There are tiny brass wiper 

pick-ups on the bogie to 

improve performance.

The coupling rods are some of 

WKH�ƓQHVW�ZHōYH�HYHU�VHHQ�

The protecting bars across 

WKHbUHDU�VSHFWDFOH�JODVVHV�

DUHbYHU\�VOLP�

 The Deeley smokebox, with its dog 

clips, looks spot on and even the edges 

of the bufferbeams are, just like the 

prototype, curved 

In the bag of bits supplied with the ‘1532’ is 
DbGULYLQJ�ZKHHOVHW�ƓWWHG�ZLWK�WUDFWLRQ�W\UHV��
7KLVbGLGQōW�ƓOO�XV�ZLWK�FRQƓGHQFH��+RZ�ZRXOG�
1R�b�����SHUIRUP�RQ�RXU�WHVW�WUDFN�ZLWKRXW�ƓWWLQJ�
WKH�WUDFWLRQ�W\UH��ZKLFK��WR�EH�KRQHVW��ORRNHG�OLNH�
TXLWH�DbFRPSOH[�MRE��

1R�b�����ZDV�W\SLFDOO\�Ō%DFKPDQQō�VWUDLJKW�
IURP�WKH�ER[�Ŋ�LW�ZDV�VPRRWK�DQG�VLOHQW�DQG�WKH�
ORXGHVW�QRLVH�ZDV�WKH�FOLFN�FODFN�RYHU�WKH�UDLO�
MRLQWV��:H�WULHG�1R�b�����ZLWK�DbOLJKW�ORDG�WR�VWDUW�
ZLWK�DQG�LW�URPSHG�DZD\�ZLWK�IRXU�ERJLH�FRDFKHV�
RQ�OHYHO�WUDFN��ZLWK�WKH�EDUH�PLQLPXP�RI�VOLSSLQJ��

&DUHIXOO\�KDQGOHG�RQ�Db'&�FRQWUROOHU��1R�b�����

KDXOHG�VHYHQ�ERJLH�FRDFKHV�RQ�OHYHO�WUDFN�ZLWK�
QR�IXVV��DOWKRXJK�DGGLQJ�DQ�HLJKWK�GLG�EULQJ�LW�WR�
DbVWDQG��%XW�VHYHQ�FRDFKHV�LV�DbPRUH�WKDQ�W\SLFDO�
ORDG�IRU�WKLV������7�VR�WKHUH�DUH�QR�TXDOPV�DERXW�
LWV�SHUIRUPDQFH�

0RYLQJ�WR�WKH�LQFOLQH�VHFWLRQ��1R�b�����
PDQDJHG�RQH�FRDFK�RYHU�RXU���LQ����
JUDGLHQWbZKHQ�UXQQLQJ�VPRNHER[�ƓUVW��
5XQQLQJbEXQNHU�ƓUVW��ZLWK�WKH�ZHLJKW�VLWWLQJ�
RYHUbWKH�GULYLQJ�ZKHHOV��1R�b�����PDQDJHG�WZR�
RYHU�WKH���LQ�����,W�FRPIRUWDEO\�KDQGOHG�WZR�
FRDFKHV��VPRNHER[�ƓUVW��RYHU�RXU���LQ����
JUDGLHQW��EXW�LW�VWDOOHG�ZLWK�WKUHH��

1

3

chassis fit 16.5mm gauge, the 

prominent sandbox fillers are 

midway down the tanks. 

None of these flaws should put 

you off buying what is, otherwise, 

a fabulous little model. 

Where No. 1303 does score top 

marks is in the ‘Features’ 

category. Having steered clear 

from sprung buffers for a long 

time, Bachmann has opted to 

include them on the ‘1532’. NEM 

coupler pockets are fitted front 

and rear and there’s a Next18 DCC 

interface too. DCC users can 

enjoy a true firebox flicker from 

red and yellow LEDs (analogue 

users get a red glow) and, for an 

things 
we like
3

inside; the buffer shanks should 

be mounted on prominent 

square bosses; the water feed 

pipes should bend outwards, the 

runners for the cab ventilators 

should be closer together and 

the shape of the rear guard irons 

is incorrect. Photographs also 

show that the clack valves were 

originally closer to the smoke-

box. No. 1303’s is in the revised 

position (closer to the tank) but 

the prominent blanking plate in 

the boiler cladding has not been 

moulded. What is included that’s 

not on the real locomotive is the 

box – is it supposed to be an oil 

pot? – on top of the splasher.

These are all rather nit-picking 

faults but some could have been 

avoided and, when combined, 

they prevent the model from 

gaining full marks for looks. One 

visual niggle that can’t be 

avoided is that, due to making the 

Performance

extra £100, you can buy 

a sound-fitted ‘1532’. 

As with any model, you get 

a bag of extra bits. As well as the 

usual coupling chains and hoses, 

you get a pair of fine metal cab 

doors and steps for under the cab. 

Helpfully, there are some 

mounting holes to help you locate 

them but Bachmann recommends 

only fitting them if you intend to 

display the model as they will 

interfere with the bogie when 

traversing train set curves. 

Bachmann has modelled 

No. 1303 as it appeared after 

a works visit in June 1947. It 

carries shaded serif LMS lettering 

and cabside numerals but the 

later block-style smokebox 

numberplate. In the photograph, 

No. 1303’s 22B (Gloucester 

Barnwood) shedcode has been 

painted black, whereas Bach-

mann has produced it with 

a white finish. No. 1303 only spent 

a few months at Gloucester 

having been transferred from 

Derby on (week ending) 

October 4 1947 and leaving for 

Highbridge on (week ending) 

February 2 1948. As BR No. 58047, 

No. 1303 was withdrawn from 

Highbridge in July 1952.

The finish is to the high 

standard one would expect from 

a Barwell product, with a pleasing 

lustre to the black paint. There’s 

a hint of black show-through on 

the lettering and numbers but it 

doesn’t detract too much. Only 

the worksplate is a little faint. 

Essery & Jenkinson suggest 

that motor-fitted ‘1532s’ carry red 

lining but this could easily be 

obscured by dirt. It’s not clear 

NEM pockets

Sprung 
buffers

2
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RECOMMENDED READING
X�An Illustrated Review of 
Midland Locomotives Vol. 3 
by R.J. Essery & D. Jenkinson 
�:LOGb6ZDQ�������

X�Midland Railway Locomotives 
Vol. 3�E\�6WHSKHQ�6XPPHUVRQ�
�,UZHOO�3UHVV�������

The 0-4-4T became the Midland Railway’s 

standard passenger tank wheel arrangement 

under Matthew Kirtley in the 1860s, and both 

he and his successor Samuel Johnson were 

responsible for many designs. Johnson’s 

‘1532’ series was introduced in 1881 and 

EHFDPH�WKH�ƓUVW������7�WR�IHDWXUH�Db�IWb�LQ�

bogie and 5ft 3in diameter driving wheels.

The ‘1532’ series was built in batches until 

1886 and were originally numbered 1532-

1551, 1632-1656 and 1718-1737. Under the 

Midland’s 1907 re-numbering programme, 

WKH\�EHFDPH�1RV�b�����������1RV�b��������

and 1311-15 were built with condensing gear 

for working the Metropolitan ‘Widened Lines’ 

DQG�1RV�b��������ZHUH�ODWHU�ƓWWHG�ZLWK�WKLV�

equipment. All condensing locomotives also 

received larger bunkers. 

7KH�/06�LQKHULWHG�DOO�EXW�1RV�b�����DQG������

�ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�ZLWKGUDZQ��DQG�1R�b������

which had been transferred to the Somerset 

& Dorset Joint Railway, where it became 

6'-5�1R�b����LW�UHWXUQHG�WR�WKH�/06�LQ��������

However, only 13 became BR property, where 

they were numbered in the 58039-51 series. 

2QO\�1RV�b����������������DQG����HYHU�FDUULHG�

their BR numbers. 

The Midland also had two further classes 

of visually identical locomotives: the ‘1823s’ 

�SRVW������1RV�b�����������ZHUH�EXLOW�EHWZHHQ�

1889 and 1892 and had 1in larger cylinders. 

7KH�Ō����ō�VHULHV�������1RV�b������������

built by Dübs and Neilson in 1892 

and 1893 respectively, feature not 

only the larger cylinders but also 

DbKLJKHU�ERLOHU�SUHVVXUH��

1

)DFWƓOH��-RKQVRQ�

Ō����ō������7

%DFKPDQQ�-RKQVRQ�
Ō����ō�Ŋ�LQ�GHWDLO

Round-
topped 
firebox

1: No. 1303 has had its LMS lettering and number wiped over but still carries a layer of grime 

everywhere else as it waits at Derby station in this 1940s photograph. The ‘17A’ shedcode is for 

Derby shed. The LMS fitted the ‘1532s’ with push-pull gear for working motor trains. RAIL ONLINE

3

2

3: After a brief spell at Gloucester in late 1947, 

No. 1303 was transferred to Highbridge, on the 

Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway, in early 1948. 

In this undated photographed, it has received 

its BR number but retains its LMS lettering. 

The original position of the clack valve on the 

boiler is clearly visible. COLOUR RAIL

2: No. 58051 was the 

last surviving ‘1532’ and 

was withdrawn from 

Highbridge shortly after 

this photograph was 

taken in 1956. Still motor-

fitted, it also received 

a Belpaire firebox, which 

the LMS started fitting 

in the 1920s. Therefore, 

it also has Ross ‘pop’ 

safety valves and 

a modified dome cover. 

RAIL PHOTOPRINTS

Deeley smokebox 
door and later 
style chimney

LMS ‘motor train’ 
vacuum regulator

Twin coal 
rails

Smokebox 
handrail under 

door strap

Non-condensing 
boiler
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BACHMANN ‘1P’ 0-4-4T
DIMENSIONS PROTOTYPE 1:76 SCALE MODEL

Length (over bufferbeam) 29ft 3in 117.6mm 120.4mm

Height (over chimney) 12ft 4¾in 49.7mm 50mm

Width (over tanks) 7ft 9in 31.7mm 31.2mm

Wheel diameter (driving) 5ft 3½in 21.2mm 21.2mm

Wheel diameter (tender) 3ft 0½in 12mm 12.1mm

Coupled wheelbase 8ft 0in 28mm 31.7mm 

b6(59,&,1*

How to dismantle: See instructions. 

Where to oil: Factory lubricated; instructions suggest further lubrication 

after running-in.

29(59,(:

Manufacturer: Kader Industries

Ref. No. 31-741

Unit No. 1303

Scale/gauge: 1:76 scale, 16.5mm 

gauge ‘OO’ 

Body: Plastic with metal parts

Chassis: Metal with plastic parts

Weight: 191g

Min. curve radius: R2 (438mm)

Wheel back-to-back: 14.4mm

MECHANISM

Drive system: Gear train to centre axle

Flywheel(s): No

ELECTRICS

Electrical system: 12V DC two-rail

Motor type: Coreless

Lights: )LUHER[�ŴLFNHU

DCC ready: Next18 socket

Current consumptionb
Max speed: 0.3A   Stalled 0.7A

Traction tyres: See text

REVIEW VERDICT

91%

LOOKS 8/10
PERFORMANCE 9/10
FEATURES 10/10
DECORATION 9/10
VALUE FOR MONEY 9.5/10

PROS.�Good looks, 

innovative features and 

good value – another 

excellent Bachmann 

Branchline product

CONS. $bIHZ�PLQRU�

QLJJOHVbWKDW�NHHS�LW�RII�

WKHb1R�b��VSRW�

System 
builder

+

+

ACCESSORIES 
Top up your ‘1532’s’ 

tanks from this 

Midland Railway 

water crane from 

Skytrex. Product 
code: 4LS/008 Price: 
£5.50 Availability: 
Skyrex (2013) Ltd Tel: 

01509 213789 Web: www. 
skytrexmodelrailways.com 

%8,/',1*6 
%XLOG�\RXUVHOI�DbFODVVLF�

Midland Railway model in 

the form of Dapol’s plastic 

signal box kit, based on that at 

Oakham. Product code: C006 
Price: £8.80 Availability: 

Dapol stockists or www.dapol.
co.uk 

52//,1*�672&.
5HFUHDWH�DbFODVVLF�/06�PRWRU�

service with Comet’s LMS 

Period II Diagram 1790 

57ft Driving Brake Third kit. 

Product code: M25DK Price: 
£45.00 Availability: Wizard 

Models Tel: 01652 635885 

Web: www.wizardmodels.ltd

Other items to complement 
WKLVbPRGHOř

from the reference image in 

Stephen Summerson’s book 

about No. 1303 that Bachmann 

has used, whether the lining is 

there or not but, given that this 

was in the immediate post-war 

period, it’s likely that the lining 

was omitted during its works 

visit. Either way, it doesn’t detract 

from the model’s visual appeal. 

A glance through Britain’s 

Model Trains reveals Bachmann’s 

impressive track record of 

producing ‘OO’ gauge models of 

Midland locomotives designed by 

Johnson, Deeley and Fowler. The 

‘1532’ is another excellent 

addition to that range, taking its 

place alongside the ‘3F’ 0-6-0, 

the ‘Half Cab’ and the ‘7F’. 

These minor flaws means that 

it isn’t Bachmann’s best ever 

steam locomotive. However, it 

comes very close! (RF)
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W
hen the 

Conservative 

government 

privatised the UK 

electricity network in 1990, 

National Power was one of 

three companies to take 

responsibility for generating and 

transmitting energy to the 

National Grid. Having found 

British Rail’s fleet resources 

wanting, National Power (NP) 

ordered its own Class 59/2 

locomotives, plus a fleet of 

high-capacity hopper wagons. 

Designed primarily for the 

transport of coal, the JMA 

wagons were also employed on 

flows of limestone from Tunstead 

Quarry to Drax power station, to 

feed the flue gas desulpherisation 

plant. EWS took over the NP fleet 

in the early 2000s and the 

hoppers were renumbered and 

the distinctive body profile 

admirably. The hopper interior is 

fully rendered and the quartet of 

unloading chute doors feature 

hinge and operating gear detail. 

The prototype’s body carries little 

in the way of visible equipment, so 

attention soon turns to the bogies, 

whose outer frames feature 

a good amount of detail relief, 

even down to the raised triangular 

pattern on the roller bearing 

axlebox covers. Brake shoes line 

up with the wheels perfectly, with 

only a minimal gap and the lower 

cross-member adds an extra 

Bachmann 
+.$b+RSSHU

re-coded as HKA, while the 

original inside-frame bogies were 

replaced with outside-framed 

LT25 units from 2009, and it’s this 

latter condition that Bachmann 

has chosen as the basis for its 

latest new ‘OO’ hopper wagon. 

In some respects, lots of 

modern hopper vehicles look 

similar, but the HKA was one of the 

forerunners of the UK’s transition 

to privately funded, high-grade, 

high-capacity coal and aggregate 

wagons, so it has an important 

place in history. Their use on coal 

traffic eventually dwindled, but the 

fleet was soon redeployed on 

aggregate work. 

In common with the recent 

Farish 2mm scale version 

(MR280), the first ‘OO’ production 

run features three livery options, 

two of which sport the blue/grey 

NP scheme, in either pristine or 

weathered and de-branded 

condition. Making up the trio is 

a handsome DB Schenker red 

version; HKAs began to appear in 

this vivid livery following 

refurbishment in 2014.

Bachmann’s 4mm scale replica 

is certainly impressive, capturing 

X�GAUGE ‘OO’  X�MODEL Bachmann Branchline 38-037 HKA Bogie Hopper, National Power (de-branded), weathered 

X�PRICE rrp £66.95 AVAILABILITY Bachmann stockists Web www.bachmann.co.uk

Impressive 
bogie detail

Buffers 
supplied 

for ‘outer’ 
wagons
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 The hopper interior is 

fully rendered and the quartet of unloading 

chute doors feature hinge and operating gear detail 

touch of class. The plastic brake 

hand wheels appear a little chunky 

in comparison, but that’s probably 

due to the high level of finesse of 

the bogie frames beneath.

DETAIL OPTIONS
As with many modern wagon 

fleets designed to work in 

semi-permanent rakes, the 

HKAs consist of ‘inner’ and 

‘outer’ wagons, the latter 

featuring conventional draw gear. 

Wisely, Bachmann has offered 

modellers the option of replicating 

either type, thanks to a small bag 

of detail fittings supplied with 

each wagon. 

As well as a set of four 

unsprung buffers to slot into the 

holes in the headstocks, the bag 

also includes a set of brake 

hoses, dummy screw couplings, 

plus a pair of scale buckeye 

couplers with operating arms 

and a tail lamp. 

This care-worn, pre-weathered 

version features partially removed 

NP logos and a convincing misting 

of dirt. The upper edges of the 

hopper have been Tampo-printed 

with a chipped paint effect, 

mimicking the appearance of the 

real hoppers in service. It certainly 

gives modellers a headstart and 

some extra work with weathering 

powders would really bring out 

the best in this model.

After adjusting one of the brake 

shoes which was a little too close 

to the wheel, the wagon rolls as 

well as it looks, with plenty of 

rotational play in the bogies to 

cope with complex track 

geometry. There’s just enough 

mass to ensure reliable running 

without taxing a locomotive, 

even if a full-size rake is 

assembled (although you’d need 

deep pockets to afford 

a prototype-length train).

This is a welcome addition to 

Bachmann’s range of modern 

freight wagons, especially in terms 

of the prototype’s relative 

importance. The utilitarian design 

of the real thing means that the 

model doesn’t possess much in 

5HDOLVWLF�ZHDWKHUHG�ƓQLVK��

ZLWK�WUDFHV�RI�1DWLRQDO�

3RZHUbEUDQGLQJ�

&ULVS��GHWDLOHG�ERJLH�IUDPHV�DQG�

QHDWO\�UHQGHUHG�EUDNH�VKRHV�

+RSSHU�FKXWH�GRRU�JHDU�IHDWXUHV�

FURVV�VKDIWV�DQG�KLQJH�GHWDLO�

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

REVIEW VERDICT

87%

LOOKS 9/10
PERFORMANCE 9/10
FEATURES 8/10
DECORATION 9.5/10
VALUE FOR MONEY 8/10

PROS.�Looks, bogie detail. 

Important prototype.

CONS. Lack of etched 

detail parts, expensive.

the way of superficial ‘wow’ factor 

and, with a lack of etched metal 

details such as brake hand wheels 

and lamp brackets, I must admit to 

double-checking the RRP, which 

does feel a little steep. That said, 

it’s a very fine looking model and 

Bachmann has done a great job of 

recreating a vehicle that’s bound 

to appeal to enthusiasts of the 

post-2000s freight scene. 

Personally, I’m hoping that 

Bachmann will produce an earlier 

version, with the original pattern 

bogies, which would be perfect for 

running behind a NP-liveried 

Class 59/2. Fingers crossed! (GD)
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F
aced with the 

responsibility of moving 

nuclear fuel to and from 

dockyards at Rosyth 

and Devonport, to service the 

Royal Navy’s submarine fleet, 

the Ministry of Defence 

commissioned Bombardier to 

build a pair of suitable wagons in 

the late 1990s. With a gross laden 

weight of up to 150 tons each, 

these eight-axle wagons are 

certainly impressive and, when 

loaded, they would often be 

accompanied by support coaches 

and armed security personnel. 

Operated initially by EWS/DB, 

Direct Rail Services took over in 

2006 and the wagons have been 

seen across the network, working 

for ‘N’ gauge. Like the real things, 

a central load deck sits atop a pair 

of outer sub-chassis, each with 

a pair of bogies so, despite the 

impressive length, the model can 

negotiate surprisingly tight 

curves. Indeed, the prototypes 

are expected to operate within 

cramped MoD yards and depots.

There’s an unexpected 

complexity to the flask covers 

and chassis frames and the 

model captures all of the 

necessary detail admirably. 

Recessed panels, handrails, lamp 

brackets, tread plate walkways 

and brake equipment are all 

present and rendered with 

finesse. The printing, too, is 

REVOLUTION 
TRAINS KUA 
NUCLEAR FLASK 
CARRIER

to Sellafield in Cumbria and 

Dounreay in the north of Scotland, 

as well as maintenance trips to 

Eastleigh and Kilmarnock works. 

A wagon fleet consisting of 

only two examples is not an 

obvious choice for a RTR model 

in ‘N’ gauge, but Revolution 

Trains has made a wise choice in 

replicating MODA95770/1, as 

their rarity value makes them 

a fascinating subject for modern 

image enthusiasts; they’ll 

certainly make for an eye-catch-

ing sight on any layout. Nuclear 

waste trains have fascinated 

modellers for decades. Their 

short length, variety of traction 

and unusual appearance makes 

them an enticing prospect, 

especially as the trains often run 

on lines with little or no other 

freight services.

Before we get to the models, 

special mention must be made of 

the packaging, which is excellent. 

The stylish foam-lined box 

features a lifting lid, with 

magnetic retainers hidden 

beneath a pair of radioactive 

warning symbols – genius! At 

17cm long, these are large models 

X GAUGE ‘N’  X MODEL�5HYROXWLRQ�7UDLQV�.8$�QXFOHDU�ŴDVN�FDUULHU��WZLQ�SDFN��X PRICE £169.95  X AVAILABILITY 5DLOV�RI�6KHIƓHOG�

Tel 01142 551436 Web ZZZ�UDLOVRIVKHIƓHOG�FRP

Legible markings, 
unique to each wagon

Twin pivoting 
sub-chassis
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 There’s an unexpected 

FRPSOH[LW\�WR�WKH�ŴDVN�FRYHUV�

and chassis frames 

the only aspect of the wagons 

I can find fault with. It would’ve 

been nice if the covers could slide 

open to reveal a flask but, no 

doubt, that would have pushed 

the price up considerably. As it is, 

the twin pack offers good value, 

considering the complexity and 

quality of the models.  

Although Revolution Trans has 

sold out of its own stocks, the 

KUA packs were still available 

from Rails of Sheffield as we 

closed for press. If you fancy 

something a little different for 

your contemporary ‘N’ gauge 

layout, these wagons could be 

the perfect Christmas present 

for yourself. Go on, you know 

you deserve it! (GD)

Impressive rendition of the 

bogie frames and brake detail, 

including the regulator valves 

and plumbing.

Crisply moulded parts and 

XOWUD�ƓQH�SULQWHG�GHWDLO�Ŋ�DQG�

it’s fully legible!

7KH�SDFNDJLQJ�Ŋ�

stylish and functional. 

0DJQHWVbEHKLQG�WKH�

radioactive warning signs 

NHHSbWKH�OLG�FORVHG�

1

2

3

things 
we like
3

REVIEW VERDICT

95%

LOOKS 10/10
PERFORMANCE 9.5/10
FEATURES 9.5/10
DECORATION 9.5/10
VALUE FOR MONEY 9/10

PROS.�Excellent level 

of detail. Fascinating 

prototype. Performance 

RQbWLJKW�FXUYHV�

CONS. &KXQN\�KDQGEUDNH�

ZKHHOV�

sublime, with each wagon 

boasting unique markings, just 

like the real thing. Some of the 

detail fittings are very fragile, 

especially the protruding ferry 

cleats on the side frames, so 

handling of the model ought to 

be kept to a minimum. A pair of 

optional detail bags is provided, 

containing brake hoses and 

cosmetic screw couplings.

CRITICAL MASS
The metal chassis gives each 

wagon a welcome amount of 

mass and they glided along my 

little ‘N’ gauge test track, with the 

bogies and pivoting sub-chassis 

rotating freely on their respective 

axes. The bogie frames are 

impressive, with spring detail and 

brake shoes in line with the 

wheels. The brake handwheels 

are a little overscale, but they’re 

NEM coupler 
pockets
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Five-pole

DCC socket: Next18

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, factory-fitted speaker, 

sprung buffers, firebox glow, 

‘Busby’ spark arrestor chimney.

£149.00
price for 
subscribers£134.10

Specification list

Order yours at WWW.MODELRAIL   

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

‘16XX’ 0-6-0PT
22 VERSIONS TO CHOOSE FROM

OO
GAUGE

DUE 
JAN/FEB

BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05����&��1R�b����
�X05����'��1R�b����
�X05����(��1R�b����
�X05����)��1R�b����
�X05����*��1R������
�X05����$��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, EARLY EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����%��1R�b����
�X05������1R�b���� 

BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(PRISTINE)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
BR BLACK, LATE EMBLEM 
(WEATHERED)
�X05����$��1R�b����
�X05����%��1R�b����

 
GWR GREEN
�X05������*:5�JUHHQ�1R�b����

 

‘BUSBY’ CHIMNEY
�X05����$��%5�EODFN�HDUO\� 

HPEOHP�SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05����%��%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

SULVWLQH��1R�b����
�X05������%5�EODFN�HDUO\�HPEOHP�

ZHDWKHUHG��1R�b����
 
NCB GREEN
�X05����$��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����
�X05����%��1&%�JUHHQ��1R�b����

 
PRESERVED GREEN
�X05����$��*UHHQ�HDUO\�%5�HPEOHP��

1R�b�����
�X05����%��*UHHQ�Ō'DUW�9DOOH\ō�

OHWWHULQJ��1R�b����

PRE-ORDER 
TODAY!

Please note: These are pre-production 

evaluation samples. They do not represent 

the factory-finished models. 
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Made by: Rapido Trains

Motor: Coreless

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, space for sound 

speaker, sprung buffers, 

removable cowcatchers, 

posable windows and end 

doors, etched worksplates.

 OFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

£127.50
price for 
subscribers£114.75

LNER ‘J70s’

MR-207 1R�b������/1(5�

SRVW�ZDU�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

NINE TO CHOOSE FROM

MR-201 1R�b�������

%5bHDUO\bHPEOHP

MR-206 1R�b������/1(5�

ZDUWLPH�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

Specification list

MR-210 1R�b������

/1(5bOLQHGbOLYHU\

MR-202 1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��IXOO�VNLUWV

MR-208 1R�b������/1(5�

OLQHG�OLYHU\��QRbVNLUWV

MR-209 1R�b������/1(5�

XQOLQHG�OLYHU\��IXOObVNLUWV

MR-204 

1R�b�������%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�

OHWWHULQJ��QR�VNLUWV

Poseable side 
and end 
windows

Heavy 
die-cast 
chassis

Sprung 
buffers

Open or 
closed end 

doors

Full interior 
detail

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

For immediate delivery!

MR-205 1R�b�������

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�OHWWHULQJ��

IXOObVNLUWV

MR-203 

1R�b�������%5�HDUO\�

HPEOHP��QR�VNLUWV

Version without 
side skirts

OO
GAUGE

SOLD 

OUT
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OO
GAUGE

ORDER AT WWW.  

price for 
subscribers£116.95

Made by: Bachmann/Kader

Motor: Three-pole

DCC socket: Six-pin

Features: NEM coupler 

pockets, two types of cab, 

different smokeboxes, different 

footsteps, separately fitted 

hinged platform. 

Specification list‘USA’ 0-6-0Ts

price for
subscribers£112.46

£124.95

MR-104A 

‘USA’ 0-6-0T 

1R�b�������LQ�%5�OLQHG�JUHHQ

MR-111 

Ō86$ō������7�1R�bV���

%ULWLVK�5DLOZD\V�XQOLQHG�EODFN��

Ō6XQVKLQH�OHWWHULQJō

MR-111 and MR-104A

£129.95

MR-110 1R�b'6����Maunsell��

%5b'HSDUWPHQWDO�JUHHQ

MR-101 1R�b������86$7&�EODFN

MR-108 1R�b����.HLJKOH\�	�:RUWK�

9DOOH\�5DLOZD\�RFKUH

MR-107 1R�b����1DWLRQDOb&RDO�

%RDUGbEODFN

We’ve frozen 
the original 

2017 price on 
these models

SR bufferbeam 
footsteps

Later style 
tank-top grab 

stanchions

NEM coupler 
pocket

Front platform 
(supplied 

separately)

Roof 
ventilator

SR bunker

DCC ready

Original clack 
valves

Original 
grab 

handles

SR cab 
windows

Six-pin decoder 
socket

exclusives
Locomotives you can only buy from us!

2XU�Ō86$ō������7V�DUH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WRbVHOO�RXW�
Ŋ�RUGHU�\RXUV�WRGD\��

Offer price: 

£110.00
(No further discount 

for subscribers)
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132 pages of expert advice from Britain’s best modellers

A     

Manual

£5.99

2020 
ANNUAL

Volume 81 2 3 4

Re-create movie 

sets in miniature
How to research 

your prototype
Detail & improve 

resin models
Build plastic, 

wood & card kits

 Build A  
Model Railway

HOW TO 
BUILDING & 

STRUCTURES 

SPECIAL

Ultimate guide to making buildings

CONTAINS 30+ STEP-BY-STEP GUIDES TO…

From stations to pubs, chip shops to cottages, we show 

you how to create the most realistic buildings

MODEL RAIL 
EXCLUSIVE 
PUBLICATIONS

01733 840111 www.greatmagazines.co.uk/modelrailbookazines 
Please note that this is for Model Rail Extras only – you can’t use this number or 

website to order Model Rail Offer models. 

MODEL RAIL PUBLICATIONS ORDER DETAILS 

 MODELRAILOFFERS.CO.UK OR 01209 705459

HOW TO BUILD A 
MODEL RAILWAY 2020
This is the ulitmate guide to 

building your model railway and 

LVbIXOO�RI�KLQWV��WLSV�DQG�GHWDLOHG�

VWHS�E\�VWHS�LQVWUXFWLRQV�WR�KHOS�

\RX�FUHDWH�\RXU�OD\RXW��

GREAT BRITISH 
02'(/b5$,/:$<6�����
Celebrate 

WKH�VNLOO��

imagination and 

FUDIWVPDQVKLS�

RI�%ULWDLQōV�

best railway 

modellers with 

WKLV�VXSHUE�

����SDJH�

SXEOLFDWLRQ�

BRITAIN’S MODEL 
75$,16b����
Our unique guide 

WR�%ULWLVK�DQG�,ULVK�

RXWOLQH��UHDG\�WR�

UXQ�ORFRPRWLYHV��

FRDFKHV�DQG�

ZDJRQVbLV�IXOO\�

XSGDWHG�IRU�������

2UGHU�\RXU�FRS\�

today!

£5.99

£5.99

£7.99

COMING SOON
 FROM MODEL RAIL

Vale of Rheidol 
2-6-2T

O Order book for these new models not yet open. Keep an eye out in 

Model Rail for updates.

BR Class 11 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

Ruston ‘PWM’ 
0-6-0DE

Produced by Heljan in partnership 
with Kernow MRC

OO
GAUGE

009
GAUGE

BR Class 48 Co-Co 
Produced by Heljan

OO
GAUGE

C
O

L
O

U
R

 R
A

IL

%$&+0$11�&/$66�����������:'6��

�������(852�&$5*2�5$,/�/,9(5<��

6281'�),77('

OO
GAUGE

SOUND
FITTED

Price: £235.00
price for 
subscribers£211.50

NEW
LOWER
PRICE!

Non-sound Class 66s back 

in stock. Limited numbers!

£145.00
(subscribers pay £130.50)



PLUS
We open the voting 
for 2020’s ‘Model 
of the Year’. What 

will you choose as 
your favourite?

Next Issue

perfection
Modeller extraordinaire Martin Finney guides us 

around his perfectly scaled ‘P4’ pre-Grouping ‘Semley’.
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Classified advertisers on pages 143-144

AGR Model Railway Store

Branchlines

Church Street Models

Coach Lighting

Colour Rail

Connoisseur Models

Crafty Hobbies

Craig Scarisbrick

Dave Angell Trains

Derek’s Transport Books

East Somerset Models

Hobby Rail

Howard Scenic Supplies

Jackson’s Models

John Dutfield

Kent Garden Railways

Mark’s Trains

Model Railway Developments

Model Scenery Supplies

Monk Bar Model Shop

Nick Tozer Railway Books

Northumbrian Painting 

Services

Orwell Model Railways

P&D Marsh

Pooley’s Puffers

Recreation 21

Redcar Models & Hobbies

Roxey Mouldings

Roxley Models Shop

Scalespeed

Skytrex (2013)

The Hobby Goblin

The Sports and Model Shop

The Tutbury Jinny

Train Times

Tri-Angman

Trident Trains

Upstairs Downstairs

CLASSIFIED INDEX

Tweak your 
trains
Do you have 

footplate crew and 

SDVVHQJHUV�WR�ƓW��RU�

locomotive detailing 

parts that you’re 

struggling to install 

correctly? We present 

an essential guide 

to upgrading your 

models.

NEVER  

MISS AN  

ISSUE!

Turn to page 18 for 

details of our great  

subscription 

offer

Senior Sales  

Exec Display:

Gemma Smith 

01733 366379

ADVERTISING 

IN MODEL RAIL

If you want 

to advertise in 

Model Rail call the 

number below to 

speak to our 

advertising team.

ON SALE 

DEC
24
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HORNBY

R2744 Schools Blundells BR ........ £84.95

R2917 2800 Class BR ............... £103.99

R3004 Serlby Hall ..................... £116.45

R3233 LNER D16  ..................... £100.95

R3235 British Railways D16 ....... £100.95

R3242A K1 BR Early .................... £116.95

R3243B K1 BR Late .................... £116.95

R3329 BR Late S15 .................. £123.99

R3327 SR S15 .......................... £123.99

R3333 BR Early Adams .............. £107.95

R3334 BR Late Adams .............. £107.95

R3407 BR J50 ............................ £78.50

R3411 SR S15 .......................... £125.95

R3413 S15 BR Late  ................  £119.45

R3420 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3421 BR 700 Class ................... £99.45

R3422  Adams SR ...................... £109.45

R3423 Adams BR...................... £109.45

R3426 BR Late Q6 .................... £125.45

R3432 B12 BR Late .................. £127.95

R3414  LNER J15 ........................ £99.45

Mail Order Service
All prices valid to 31.12.20. 

You must state these prices when ordering

POSTAGE & PACKING RATES PER ORDER:

• UK Standard Postage and Packing Rate £3.95 

• UK Insured Postage and Packing Rate £7.10 

• UK Courier Transport and Packing Rate £9.00 

• Worldwide at cost • VAT free to non EC
**Train Sets/Packs and Controllers/Handsets - 

Postage charged at cost**

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
WITHOUT NOTICE.

***Please allow 7 days for clearance 
when paying by cheque***

PLEASE QUOTE OUR SPECIAL 
PRICES WHEN YOU VISIT US

CREDIT/DEBIT CARDS 
WELCOME.

THE HEREFORD 
MODEL CENTRE

SALES LINE 

01432 352809
EMail - sales@herefordmodelcentre.co.uk

www.herefordmodels.com

SHOP OPEN MON-SAT 9-5.30 4 COMMERCIAL ROAD, HEREFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE, HR1 2BB

009/H0E IN STOCK 
WE HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF NARROW GAUGE STOCK AND TRACK FROM 

MINITRAINS, ROCO, LILIPUT AND PECO. WE ALSO STOCK DUNDAS KITS.

NEW RELEASE
R3857 LMS Coronation ..........£170.99

R3941 BR 9F 92219 ................ £98.99

R3942 BR9F 92212 ................. £98.99

R3725 BR Late 41xx ..............£119.99

R3884 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60100.............

.................................................£161.99

R3885 Cl 60 DB Cargo 60062.............

.................................................£161.99

R3901 Cl 60 Colas .................£161.99

R3906 Cl 47  GBRf ................... £67.45

R3886 Cl 66 DRS ..................... £66.95

R3920  Cl 66 Malcolm ............. £66.95

R3921  Cl 66 Freightliner ......... £66.95

31-664 Cl. 47 Railfreight .......£152.95

35-526  Cl 121 Blue/Grey ......£131.70

35-527 Cl 121 Network Southeast ......

.................................................£131.70      

R3586 BR Schools Class ............. £75.99

R3588 LNER B17 ........................ £76.50

R3612  ‘Mallard’ 80th Anniversary Gold 

Plate Edition  .................. £183.99

R3614 LMS Patriot  ................... £129.45

R3621 LNER J36 ...................... £125.75

R3622 BR J36 .......................... £125.75

R3631 BR H Class ..................... £116.95

R3634 SR Lord Nelson class ...... £152.95

R3630 LNER A4 ‘Woodcock’ ...... £135.99

R3676 LNER A4 ‘Mallard’ .......... £151.50

R3681 LMS Duchess ................. £184.00

R3682 BR Duchess ................... £184.00

R3727 LMS PUG ......................... £63.00

R3728 BR PUG ........................... £63.00

R3729 LNER O1 .......................... £98.99

R3767 BR Terrier......................... £80.75

R3780 LBSCR Terrier Stepney  ..... £80.75 

R3781 K&ESR Terrier................... £80.75

R3782 SECR Terrier ..................... £80.75

Train Packs/Sets

30-047 Whiskies Galore set .......  £280.45

30-285  The Midlander Set .......... £178.45

R1180  Postal Express Set .......... £124.45

R1230 GWR HST train set .......... £119.99

R2372m Royal Dutchey Pack .......... £95.00

R2815 Southern Suburban Ltd ... £159.00

R2986 Date with the Duchy ....... £179.90

R3093 Tornado Train Pack ......... £116.99

R3299 1945 Going Home .......... £259.45

R3399 EWS Freight train pack ... £184.99

R3402 Queen of Scots pack ...... £263.99

R3670 72xx Freight pack ........... £138.95

R3671 K1 Freight pack .............. £128.95

HORNBY 
Diesel Electric Locomotives

R3343 Class 08 F.G.W. .............. £104.45

R3268 Class 67 Arriva ............... £122.90

R3373  Class 71 BR Green w/panel

 ..................................... £134.95

R3374 Class 71 BR Blue ........... £134.95 

R3376 Class 71 BR Green ......... £134.95 

R3290A BR 2 Hal Green .............. £113.90

R3262 Class 31 DCR ................ £142.45

R3473 Class 56 ........................ £135.99

R3485 Class 08 Laira Blue ........ £109.45

R3573 Class 66 GBRF ................. £79.45

R3577 Sentinel graham ............... £58.00

R3580 BR Class 87 ................... £139.40

R3582  Class 87 ‘King Arthur’ Intercity

 ..................................... £139.25

R3685 GWR HST....................... £261.00

R3657 Class 60 Loadhaul.......... £162.00

R3659 Class 67 Colas ............... £144.00

R3704 R&H 48Ds Rustons Works . £71.99

R3705 R&H 48Ds Dewars............ £71.99

R3706 R&H 48Ds Army ............... £71.99

R3707 R&H 48Ds Longmorn ........ £71.99

R3739 Class 87 BR Blue ........... £153.89

R3742F Class 92 DB Romania ....... £98.99

R3741 Class 92 GBRF ................. £76.50

R3757 Class 47 Prince William .... £64.00

R3758 Class 47 Prince Henry ...... £64.00

R3760 Class 59 GBRf.................. £67.99

HORNBY TRACK

R083 Buffer Stop ........................ £1.65

R207 Track Fixing Pins ................ £2.50

R600 Straight ............................. £1.15

R601 Double Straight .................. £1.85

R604 Curve 2nd radius ................ £1.65

R605 Double Curve 1st Rad. ........ £2.05

R606 Curve 2nd Rad. .................. £1.40

R607 Double Curve 2nd Rad. ....... £1.95

R608 Curve 3rd Rad. ................... £1.65

R609 Double Curve 3rd Rad......... £2.25

R610 Short Straight ..................... £1.10

R614 LH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R615 RH Diamond Crossing ......... £9.25

R617 Uncoupling Ramp ............... £2.30

R618 Double Isolating Rail ........... £6.85

R620 Railer Uncoupler ................. £4.35

R628 Half Curve 3rd Rad. ............ £1.80

R643 Half Curve 2nd Rad. ........... £1.20

R8072 LH Point............................. £7.95

R8073 RH Point ............................ £7.95

R8074 LH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8075 RH Curved Point ............... £12.60

R8076 Y Point ............................... £8.95

R8077 LH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8078 RH Express Point .............. £12.60

R8261 4th Radius Curve................ £1.85

HORNBY 
Track Accessories

R076 Footbridge ....................... £15.10

R169 Junction Home Signal ....... £10.35

R170 Junction Distant Signal ..... £10.35

R171 Single Home Signal ............ £7.95

R172 Single Distant Signal ........... £7.95

R189 Single Brick Bridge ............. £7.95

R406 Colour Light Signal ........... £19.00

R574 Trackside Accessories ....... £12.95

R626 Point Underlay .................... £4.20

R636 Double Level Crossing ...... £20.15

R638 Track Underlay ................. £10.55

R645 Single Level Crossing ....... £12.45

R658 Inclined Pier Set ............... £12.65

R659 High Level Pier Set ............. £6.95

HORNBY 
Trackside

R460 Straight Platform ................ £3.45

R462 Large Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R463 Small Curve Platform .......... £3.45

R464 Platform Ramp ................... £3.45

R495 Platform Subway ................ £3.45

R510 Platform Shelter ............... £10.95

R8003 Water Tower ..................... £13.55

R8007 Booking Hall ..................... £24.99

HORNBY 
Control Equipment

R044 Point Switch ....................... £8.45

R046 Two Way Switch ................. £8.45

R047 On/Off Switch .................... £8.45

R602 Power Connecting Clip ........ £1.65

R8014 Point Motor ........................ £6.75

R8015 Point Motor Housing ........... £3.99

Hornby TTS sound decoders ............. £33.95

BACHMANN
Steam Locomotives

31-001 Robinson BR Late Crest .... £94.99

31-002 Robinson BR Early Crest ... £94.99

32-002A BR Hall Black weathered . £140.20

31-003A Robinson 04 LNER ......... £110.45

32-007 GWR Hall ....................... £135.95

31-015 Class 7F LMS Black........ £125.75

31-088 BR Black Earl ................. £118.95

31-127 CL3000 BR ROD ............ £118.45

31-128 BR ROD Weathered ........ £102.45

31-136 DC D11/2 BR ................. £115.90

31-318A  LNER J11 ..................... £127.45

31-434 Class 1f BR Early .............. £81.55

31-435 Class 1f BR Early  ............. £81.55

31-462A C Class BR Early............. £106.20

31-465 C Classs BR ..................... £93.46

31-480 Class G2A LMS .............. £101.95

31-481 Class G2A BR Early  ......  £114.70

31-614 V3 BR Late .................... £110.45

31-628  DC 3F BR Black Weathered

 ....................................... £93.20

31-691 BR Early Stanier Mogul ... £135.95

31-761 GNR Atlantic................... £169.95

31-921 BR H2 Atlantic ................ £161.45

31-932 DC BR Compound  ......... £127.75

31-933 BR Compound Late Crest £112.88

31-980 Standard 3MT Green ...... £110.45

32-154A  N Class BR Black weathered

 ....................................... £99.10 

32-176 BR Crab ......................... £123.20

32-178A LMS Crab ...................... £123.20

32-550B Tornado BR Green .......... £127.95

35-050 LNWR Coal Tank ............. £101.95

35-051 LMS Coal Tank ............... £101.95

35-052 BR Coal Tank.................  £101.95

BACHMANN
Diesel/Electric Locomotives

31-040  SWT Class 450 .............. £271.95

31-041 SWT Class 450 wthd ...... £297.45

31-575 Windhoff MPV NWR ........ £104.00

31-576DC Windhoff MPV NWR ....... £114.00

31-577 Windhoff Railtrack .......... £104.00

31-664  Class 47 Railfreight weathered   

 ..................................... £152.95

32-610 Class 90 Intercity ........... £152.95

32-928 Class 150 Sprinter ......... £135.95

32-937  Class 150 Centro ........... £127.45

32-992 Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-993  Wickhams Trolley Yellow ... £67.95

32-994  Wickhams Trolley Green  ... £76.45

DAPOL/OXFORD/HELJAN/DJM

GV2013 Janus British Steel .............. £92.45

DJM00J94-SPI NCB J94 .................. £99.75

OR76 DG001 GWR Dean Goods ....... £88.95

OR76DG005  Dean Goods w.snowplough

 ................................... £94.50

OR76AR005 Adams East Kent .......... £84.45

OR76AR006 Adams SR .................... £84.45

3526 Hymek BR Green ............ £110.45

9005 Metropolitan No 19......... £106.95

9006  Metropolitan No 6 William Penn 

 ..................................... £106.95

H1303 1361 BR Early .................... £122.45

H1304 1361 BR Late ..................... £122.45

LARGE RANGE  

OF QUALITY  

SECOND HAND 

MODEL RAIL  

IN STOCK





























ellisclarktrains.com

Finescale O Gauge
for Christmas

Finely detailed brass sides � Professionally painted

Super detailed interiors w/lights � Fully detailed metal chassis

Ellis Clark Trains

Pre-order with no deposits!

PRESFLO WAGONS

DUE Q1 2021

£69.99 each

Multi-buy discounts available
Multiple liveries & types

DUE Q4
2020
£229 each

Multi-buy discounts available
Multiple liveries & types

Darstaed

Pre-order with
no deposits!

THOMPSON COACHES

For full details visit ellisclarktrains.com

DARSTAED MK1 RERUN now in stock DARSTAED MK1 SUBURBANS now in stock

Unit 2 Toller Court, Shortbank Road, Skipton BD23 2HG

ellisclarktrains.com � 01756 701451 � ellis@ellisclarktrains.com











Please visit our website

www.kjbmodels.co.uk
NEW MODEL 

SHOP OPENING 
SOON IN HENSALL, 

YORKSHIRE
Please follow our Facebook page 

where we will announce the 
opening date

CLICK & COLLECT NOW AVAILABLE 
(terms & conditions apply)

Shop not open for browsing yet

FIRST...

Send your list 

of items via 

post or email

THEN...
We will do a 
professional 
evaluation of 
your collection

NOW...

Send your 

items or we will 

travel to collect

FINALLY.

We can pay by 

Bank Transfer 

or cash

Tel: 01977 525861/07542 710005
Email: enq@kjbmodels.co.uk

Visit us on

FACEBOOK

GOOD QUALITY PRE-OWNED MODEL RAILWAY ITEMS ALWAYS WANTED

DO YOU HAVE A MODEL RAILWAY COLLECTION TO SELL?

www.webuymodelrailways.co.uk
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 The best choice for electronic  parts and spares

The decoder is fully NMRA compatible.

Dimensions: Length 1.1” (28mm) Width 0.6” (15.5mm) Thickness 0.2” 

(5mm)

DCC standard decoder suitable size for OO/HO scale locomotives

Motor current 1.5 Amp continuous and 2 Amp peak

Motor overload protect adjustable    

4 or 6 x 100mA function outputs

Back-EMF with silent motor control

28 step adjustable speed table / support long address

Advanced consist address setting

Supports running also in DC enviroment

Function remapping for each output

Braking function adjustable
ET 203 6 output ET 205 4 output ET 201 4 output 

8 Pin version

 Prices valid until 31-12-2020  errors excepted 

����������	
�����
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�������������������������������

See our website for details of all our offers 

Check out our other advert for components

P & P £ 3.25

Free on orders over  £100
Telephone ord

ers 

welcome 

�����������	�
����
��	��

DCC Decoder Tester 

for 6, 8 and 21 pin socket 

also 9 pin JST connector.

18 pin next adapter board available from January

Chassis PSU Board 

for up to 10 led units  

£3.99 12-20v input

Lighting board 

packs of 10 £8.00

����������������������
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Lighting system for DMU & EMU 

multiple units DCC compatible can also 

be used as coach lighting

Christmas offer only  £9.95

With Motor £28.99

Without motor £27.99

5 Piece Plier set in 

simulated leather 

case was £10.99 now 

only £9.99  

Automatic wire 

strippers

was £ 6.95

Now £6.25

Antex Soldering 

tool kit

18 or 25 watt 

£49.99   

Helping Hand

Assembly Aid

Was £7.99

Now 7.49 

����������������	��������	�����

LED Holder 

solder free

£0.75

LED’S all colours 

all sizes

From £0.15

Grain of Wheat 

Bulbs

colours & clear 

£0.40

100 clear £30

Copper Clad 

Boards 

from £3.35

Battery 

Holders 

From £0.25p

Bridge 

Rectifiers

From £0.25

Instrument 

cases & 

Enclosures 

from £ 2.30

Miniature Micro 

Switches 

from £ 0.25 

DMG Technical Ltd

Unit10 Glan y Llyn Ind Est

Taffs Well, Cardiff

CF15 7JD

 Tel 02920 813136

Christmas is on it’s way and 
our new decoders are here  
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Coastal

DCC

www.55H.co.uk  

www.finescalebrass.co.uk

FOR MODELLERS WHO 

REQUIRE QUALITY, 

ACCURACY, 

PERFORMANCE & 

DURABILITY

The new name in brass 

O gauge RTR locomotives, 

built to the highest standards

Fully finished by SAM Models in 
Korea after extensive UK research, 

design and development.

55H is a TRADING NAME of

55H Unit 3 Fulford Business Centre, 

35 Hospital Fields Road, York YO10 4DZ      

Tel: 01132 761759 / John@55h.co.uk

7MT “Britannia” class choice of names & tender. Fully factory finished and tested ready to run on delivery.   

£2750.00 DC     £3150.00 DCC & sound     £3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

8P “Duke of Gloucester” choice of 

era’s.  Fully factory finished and 

tested ready to run on delivery. 

£2800.00 DC     

£3200.00 DCC & sound    

£3450.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

LIMITED STOCK!!

LIMITED STOCK!!

BR Standard 5MT (incl Caprotti version)
BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 & 4-6-0

PRE-ORDER PRICES:

£2750.00 DC

£3150.00 DCC & sound

£3350.00 DCC, sound & sync smoke

NEW MODELS IN PRODUCTION 

AVAILABLE LATE 2021

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED – Call now to reserve the number/version required

S P E C I A L  O F F E R

FREE whilst stocks last - a fully finished 
Terrier or J50  with any purchase of 

Britannia & Duke of Gloucester models.  
See website for details

L A S T  F E W  9 F  M O D E L S !  

Call for availability!

Build: Roger Scanlon
Painted: Paul Moore
For illustration purposes only

Please ask your model shop for genuine
Plastruct fineline Styrene structural shapes.

www.plastruct.co.uk

Essential for all scratch

model makers.

Range contains over 70 shapes
including; Angles, I-Beams,
Channels, Columns, Deep Channels,
Tees and Z Sections, Round,

Rectangular and Square Tubing,
Plastic Strips and Sheeting,

Scale Ladders, Stairs and
Railings, Open Web Trusses.
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Trains4U Exclusive 

Trains4U.comϮϳ�^ƚ���ĂǀŝĚ�Ɛ�^ƋƵĂƌĞ��Fengate,

Open Tuesday ʹ Saturday 10:00 ʹ 5:00, Sunday 10:30 ʹ 3:30, Closed Monday

Tel: 01733 895989  e-mail: Trains4U@BTConnect.com

Peterborough, PE1 5QA

PFB Green with green bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for 1976 to mid 1990s

KFA, Green with yellow bufferbeams & jacks

Suitable for late 1990s to present day

Produced by 

Available to pre-order online now at Trains4U.com

by phone, email, or in our Peterborough store

Delivery expected Winter 2020

Features: 

- Close coupling mechanism

- NEM coupling pockets

- Sprung buffers

- Detailed underframe

- Zinc alloy frame

- Convertible to P4/EM

MOD KFA / PFB WARFLAT ʹ OO Gauge

£35.00 each

UNIT 16B, STATION FIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
ROWLES WAY, KIDLINGTON, OXFORD OX5 1JD
01865 848000, Open 0�:00-1�:00 Mon-Fri; 3AT�������TO������

www.howesmodels.co.uk

HOWES THIS FOR SOUND!

PROBABLY THE BEST AVAILABLE

AND NOW THE BEST FOR LESS

NEW LOW PRICE £109.99!

Hundreds of hours have been invested by our experts to ensure

you receive what we believe to be the best UK sounds available.

We can supply ESU Loksound decoders with our sound files and

can also re-blow your ESU LOKSOUND decoders if you are

unhappy with the sounds on them – our ‘re-blow’ service is

only £12.00 plus return courier charge.

Please remember that we offer a

decoder fitting service, please phone for more details.

All our sounds can be offered for‘O’  gauge models but may

require a different decoder, depending on current draw -

please phone for details.

ESU/Howes XL decoders for all Heljan ‘O’ diesels;

are available at £���.99 inc speaker.

75+!
1939-201�

Sound decoder with speaker - £109.99 for ESU/Howes V5.0

plus £6.50 delivery (UK).

These are the latest LOK SOUND 5 decoders!

BR diesels, electrics, multiple units & steam –
huge choice – just visit us on-line 

to see our full selection!

Our popular DCC controller!

67 Boddens Hill Road, Stockport, SK4 2DG
Tel: 0161 883 2022

��������	
����WE put YOU in control!
See website or send large-letter SAE for more details. (prices inc. VAT, p+p extra)

The ��
���
(BHS1204)  
ACE Handset. 

£30.00

The ACE-2 (DCS2044-2H)
NMRA-compliant DCC controller with full decoder programming and reading.
Compact: only 220x150x45mm!
Computer control, XpressNet & LocoNet(R) planned - user upgradable!

d

£262.00

Email: info@signatrak.co.uk; Web:   www.signatrak.co.uk 

Layout control modules - DCC or LocoNet(TM)

DAC22 - call for availability update.

SIGM20 Colour-light Signal Controller - 6 or 8 outputs.

DTM30 Digital Tower Master - 30 inputs & outputs.

DSS1 Loco Shuttle - automatic train running sequences.

MSC8 Scenery Animator - control lights, motors & servos.   

oo
 POA

£54.00
utst

uts

utst

uts £63.00

ss £60.00

£30.00

Up to 9999 train and 2044 accessory adresses

Trains and accessories can be named

Easy to use - elegant, clearly-labelled touch keys

                    - clear, colour graphical display

Drive from the touch panel, or optional handsets

Generous 5A output! 

Integrated USB interface!

(Sorry - no callers.)

��	�
����� ®

Model railway electronics by GFB Designs

September 2020 - UPDATE
Product development has been delayed by about 8 weeks,

but the new ACE software will be ready for December.

Order delivery may take up to 2 weeks, but we can usuually

deliver in-stock items within 5 to 7 days.

Our new DAC22 Accessory Decoder will be available

around November/December.

6 Station Road, Stanley, County Durham DH9 OJL 
Tel: 01207 232545  

email: durhamtrainsofstanley@gmail.com 
Opening times: 9.30 - 5.00 Mon, Tues, Fri & Sat,  11-7 Thurs, Closed Wed.

DCC Fitting

www.durhamtrainsofstanley.co.uk
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CM3Models.co.uk

LaisDCC chips
DCC wire and switches

Card for Scalescenes kits
Scenic accessories

Model Scene grass mats
Albion Alloys section and tools

WE STOCK:

FULL PROTECTION?
Just bring a facemask, we’ll provide the 
sanitizer and a safe shopping experience 

with everything available your hobby 
could need at Christmas.

01722 334 757
37 Fisherton St.

Salisbury - Wiltshire.

SP2 7SU

This advert place during current Govt guidelines;
please check before setting out as times may vary.

Sunday opening 10am-3pm till 24th Dec.

DUE TO

SOCIAL

DISTANCING

RULES WE WILL BE

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM

1ST TO 24TH DECEMBER

TO REDUCE QUEUING

IN THE COLD AND GIVE

YOU MORE OPPORTUNITY TO SHOP WITH 

US. CHECK DAILY TIMES AT

www.salisburymodelcentre.co.uk

9 High Street, Eastleigh, Hants. SO50 5LB        

email: info@acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

Your one stop shop for the model 

enthusiast, selling brand new and 

near-new model trains, slotcars, 

sets, and diecast toys at very 

special prices direct from our our 

website or new shop in Eastleigh.

Models moved to No9 
Open 5 days a week 9am-5pm 

SEE WEBSITE FOR OPENING TIMES

Stockists of

and much more!
GIFT 

VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE

C & L FINESCALE ARE SUPPLIERS OF THE WELL PROVEN 4 & 7 MM 

EASY BUILD POINT KITS AND RANGE OF SCALE 

FLEXI-TRACKS. NEW PRODUCTS ARE ADDED TO THE WEBSITE  AS  

THEY  BECOME AVAILABLE.

Offi ce hours 10.00 to 14.00 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Friday. 14.00 to 19.00 Weds.

C & L Finescale Track Building Systems Ltd, 125 Beaver House, 12 East Street, Epsom KT17 1BX
Telephone 01372 748490   |   www.clfi nescale.co.uk

C L& FINESCALE
TRACK BUILDING SYSTEMS

All new 4 mm 2 & 3 bolt chair sprue and fi sh plates
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Tel: 01788 543442 email: tonystrains@outlook.com web: www.tonystrainsofrugby.com
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INSURE YOUR COLLECTION 
REPLACEMENT VALUE

Covers your collection including layout and track whilst 
anywhere in the United Kingdom. 

Cost of labour in rebuilding the layout or track following 
loss or damage by an insured peril included.

Public and Products Liability, Trade Stock, Exhibition Cover

Separate insurance available for all other types of collections 
Premiums from £45.00 plus IPT

STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 
CGI Services Limited 

29 Bowhay Lane, EXETER EX4 1PE 

www.stampinsurance.co.uk   tel: 01392 433 949

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 300573

MODEL ARCHITECTURE AT ITS FINEST
NEW “OO” GWR COALING STAGE £67.50

Citadel Station......................................... £97.50
North Light Engine Shed......................... £69.50
LNWR ‘Coal Hole’....................................£55.00
Large Signal Box..................................... £52.00
Concrete Ash Plant..................................£69.50
Concrete Coaling Plant............................£69.50
Louvre Roof Engine Shed........................£69.50
Stone Stations.................................from £49.50
Brick Station....................................from £39.50
Brick/Stone Water Tower..........................£22.50
Brick/Stone Goods Shed..........................£49.50
Brick/Stone Engine Shed.................from £43.50
Brick/Stone Signal Box....................from £39.50
Sand House.............................................£36.50

From 
the stonecast 

range that brings 
realism to your layout.

A selection of our kits include: 

PLEASE ADD £4.60 P&P

60 page “OO” catalogue. Full of buildings, bridges, 

platforms and ideas for your layout £3.80 post free.

TOWNSTREET
6 KIRKHILL, BLENCARN,
Nr. PENRITH, CUMBIA CA10 1TZ
MAIL ORDER ONLY PLEASE
MON TO FRI 2-8pm

Tel: 01768 88456
See our new website which details all of our products 

www.townstreetuk.co.uk
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Sheds   |   Workshops   |   Summerhouses   |   Garages   |   Studios   | 

THE PERFECT LOCATION 
FOR A MODEL RAILWAY

Our buildings are strong and robust,�built with the 
highest quality timber
�BOE�DBO�CF�UBJMPSFE�UP�TVJU�
ZPVS�OFFET.

#Z�UBJMPSJOH�UIF�CVJMEJOH�EFTJHO�UP�ZPVS�FYBDU�SFRVJSFNFOUT
�XF�

DBO�HJWF�ZPV�B�CVJMEJOH�PG�UIF�QFSGFDU�TJ[F
�XJUI�FBDI�GFBUVSF�

QSFDJTFMZ�XIFSF�ZPV�XBOU�JU��0VS�TIFET�BOE�XPSLTIPQT�DBO�BMTP�

CF�GVMMZ�MJOFE�BOE�JOTVMBUFE
�XJUI�FMFDUSJDT
�BMMPXJOH�GPS�ZFBS�

SPVOE�VTF��5P�GJOE�PVS�NPSF
�QMFBTF�WJTJU�

DSBOFHBSEFOCVJMEJOHT�DP�VL�

5FMFQIPOF 01760 444229

SHOW SITES 

ACROSS THE 

COUNTRY

FREE 

DELIVERY 

& installation 

nationwide 

HANDMADE 

BY SKILLED 

CRAFTSMEN

OVER
11,500 

DIFFERENT 
ITEMS IN 
STOCK

Talk to Peter’s Spares Over 2500 
Different Hornby Spares in Stock. 

East Kent Models Parts Are
Being Listed On Our Website.
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 80 Manor Road, N Lancing, 
West Sussex, BN15 0HD

 Tel 01903 754850
 www.morris-models.co.uk 

  info@morrismodels.co.uk

We are between Brighton & Worthing, just off A27 west of Shoreham Airport 

BICYC-LED 

 

OO/HO & N 
Cycles & M/cycles

with working 
lights!! 

See our webshop 
for details

Easy Free parking!!  
Open Mon, Wed, Fri, Sat

9.30 to 2.00

BRITISH RAILWAYS

                   

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 

MATERIALS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc

CONTINENTAL RAILWAYS

PLUS MANY OTHER RANGES OF SCENIC 
MATERAILS, BUILDINGS, VEHICLES etc

MORRIS MODELSNORTH LANCING

Scalescenes.com

Download        

Visit

Print Build

NEW Station Platform
A comprehensive range  
of surfaces and features  
for all eras. ONLY £3.99

Quality downloadable 
card model railway kits 
since 2005

Includes bonus  
Shelter & Lamp Hut

View our large range of  
N and OO kits and texture sheetsBuy once  unlimited prints
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Simple Kit PMP1 Track tester
for DC and DCC power

£0.29

www.merg.org.uk
Please send email to: enquiries@merg.org.uk for more information

Available only for members

Learn about electronics with our model 
railway beginner kits at affordable prices

OO   SCALE   HAA   TRIPLE   PACKS

HAA Triple Pack - Railfreight

HAA Triple Pack - Coal sector

HAA Triple Pack - EWS

HFA Triple Pack - Coal sector

HFA Triple Pack - EWS

AVAILABLE   TO   Pre  -  order  NOW   -   EXPECTED   Q3   2021   MSRP   £89.95   PER   PACK

IN   COLLABORATION   WITH   KMS   RAILTECH   AND   TRAINS4U

all   triple   packs   have   exclusive   running   numbers

KMS Railtech

www.kmsrailtech.co.uk

Telephone: +44 (0) 131 618 8822

Email: info@kmsrailtech.co.uk

Trains4U

www.trains4u.com

Telephone: +44 (0) 1733 895989

Email: Trains4u@btconnect.com

KMS RAILTECH
Aberdeenshire

Model Railways

www.YorkModelrail.com

York Modelmaking
Unit 13, Bull Centre, Stockton-on-the-Forest, York, YO32 9LE

01904 400358

Plus affordable bespoke laser-cutting service

N, 00 & 0 scales. Bespoke service for ALL other scales 

for everything else that you can’t buy ready made

Online shop, selling our unique range of precision laser-cut 
scenery detailing and architectural components;
helping you enjoy building your railway layouts

Price lists available in 0, 00 or N scale if you don’t have internet access.  
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&ŝŐƵƌĞ�ϭ

dĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�

KƉĞŶŝŶŐ�ƚŝŵĞƐ�

ϭϬ�ϬϬĂŵ�ʹ ϰ�ϯϬƉŵ

dƵĞƐĚĂǇ��&ƌŝĚĂǇ� ^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ��ĂƌŶĨŽƌƚŚ ZĂŝůǁĂǇ ^ƚĂƚŝŽŶ

��ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵŽƌĞ
�W>h^

,ŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�WĞŶĚůĞ sĂůůĞǇ�tŽƌŬƐŚŽƉ�
ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ �ƵƐǇ �ŽĚŝĞƐ

VOTED WINNER OF MODEL RAIL 2017 NATIONAL AWARDS SCENIC ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR

MIKE PETT’S SUPERCAST OO MODEL RAILWAY FIGURES

 HAND PAINTED MODELS 'OO' Gauge £5.50 each

NEW MODELS  £2.50 each unpainted

Fireman 
with 

removable 
shovel and 
Loco Driver

VIP Passengers
Holmes & 

Watson
NEW

Priest

Plinth for 3 of our 
historical fi gures 

Brunel, Fred Dibnah 
& Sir Nigel Gresley

NEW
Steam Era 
Policeman

NEW O Gauge Loco 
Crew, Fireman & 

Driver, £10.50 each 
painted, £8.50 each 

unpainted

NEW

Postman
NEW

Fred Dibnah

NEW Moriaty, 
joins our popular 
Sherlock Holmes

& Dr. Watson 
fi gures

Steam Era 
worker

NEW
Sikh passenger 

and wife. 
Painted

NEW 

Sir Nigel Gresley,
AA man/RAC Man

  

Painted OO Gauge £5.50 each, Unpainted OO Gauge £2.50 each, Painted O Gauge £10.50 each, Unpainted O Gauge £8.50 each
MINIMUM ORDER 2 FIGURES. Post & Packaging: OO Gauge fi gures £2.75 - O Gauge fi gures £3.99 Trade Enquiries Welcome. 

Please make cheques and PO’s payable to: Mike Pett, 12 Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent, CT11 7PP  
01843 593417   Mob: 07976 724225   Email: mikepettsupercast@gmail.com

Michael Portillo and his
NEW Camera man

Robert Stephenson builder of 
the rocket steam loco, painted 
in bronze for our new plinth 

and in normal dress.

Illustrated Catalogues Including Post
OO, OO9 (1/76th) ...... Full Colour £6.50 
N (1/148th) ................. Full Colour £5.50
O (1/43rd) ................... Full Colour £4.50

Mail Order By Return P+P £4, 
over £40 Post Free. Unpainted metal 
kits-glue with epoxy glue (£7)

166 Three Bridges Road, Crawley, Sussex, RH10 1LE

Tel 01293 516329 www.langleymodels.co.uk

8 assorted Sailors ...............................................................£7.50
3 Council Workers and Hand Cart .....................................£8.30
10 Seated Spectators .........................................................£7.90
6 Ass Boilermakers/loco repair figs ...................................£6.05
6 Assorted Bus Drivers & Conductors ...............................£6.05
Bicycle and Riding Figure ..................................................£3.55
AA phone Box Circ ‘47on & paper artwork .......................£6.40
RAC Phone Box &paper artwork .......................................£6.40
6 x Fishermen / Trawlermen ...............................................£5.85
Quayside Figs, lobster pots, fish trays ..............................£5.85
Forresters, xcut saw, chainsaw, log split ..........................£6.30
Country Garage (incl folding doors) ................................£41.35
6 Assorted Coal Miners Set 1 ............................................£5.85
6 Coal Miners and Equipment Set 2 ..................................£5.85
8 Hydraulic Pit Props in Use (4 covered 4 open) ..............£5.25
8 closed hydraulic Pit Props (use in yard .........................  £5.25
Washing Line, Washing & 2 Figures ..................................£5.85
10 Loco Lamps (square & round) .......................................£4.05
Ass Loco Vacuum Pipes.....................................................£4.05
Working street lamp kit square globe & LED ....................£6.50
Working station lamp kit Octagonal globe & LED .............£6.50
4 Pallets & 1 Pallet Truck ....................................................£5.60
6 x Dented/Crushed Oil Drums ..........................................£4.90
4 Relaxed Loco Crew .........................................................£5.10
Burning/Glowing Oil Drum working kit incl LED ...............£5.10
AA/RAC Hotel working Light incl led resistor ...................£5.10

N Scale Kits

��6HDWV�DQG�ÀJXUHV�
£3.75

�WRQ�<DUG�&UDQH�
£5.50

Painted Cub Camp 1 tent & assorted 8 figures .............£21.60
Painted 8 Assorted Sailors ..............................................£20.20
Painted Seated Spectators/figures (5 assorted) ............£13.00
Painted Loco Repair Crew/Boilermakers .......................£15.10
Painted Bus/lorry driver and conductors .......................£15.10
Painted AA Box (incl colour artwork for 50 or 70’s) .......£11.20
Painted RAC Box (incl 50or 70’s artwork) ......................£11.20
Painted 6x Fisherman/Trawlerman - Painted .................£15.15
Painted Quayside Figures & Equipment - Painted.........£15.50
Painted Forrester Figures and Equipment - Painted .....£15.15
Painted 6 x assorted Coal Miners...................................£15.15
Painted Washing Line and figures ..................................£13.25
Painted Pallet Truck and 4 pallets weathered ................£10.25
Painted Relaxed Loco Driver + fireman (4 figs)..............£11.25
Painted Beekeepers & Beehives (3 white boxes) ..........£12.10
Painted Coalman carring sack, coalsacks and scales ..£10.50
Painted ‘Wheelie’ rubbish bins x 4 ...................................£8.85
Painted 4 x Postman & one Bicycle ...............................£13.00
Painted 6off Seated Passengers set 1 ...........................£15.15
Painted 6off Seated Passengers set 2 ...........................£15.15
Painted 6off Seated Passengers set 3 ...........................£15.15
Painted 8 Ass Walking Women .......................................£20.20
Painted 8 x assorted Walking male figures ....................£20.20
Painted 4 x Track Repairs track str aighteners ..............£11.25
Painted 4 Drunks-lying, kneeling. ...................................£11.25
Painted 4 Drunks peeing standing .................................£11.25
Painted 6 x Station Figures .............................................£15.15

Cliff Railway Incl coaches & motorizing ..... £127.40
Surburban Station building ........................... £19.30
Stained glass windows - small ....................... £5.60
Drain & Manhole Covers (brass) ..................... £4.10
10 Oil Drums .................................................... £3.85
2 rowing boats & fisherman ............................ £5.50
Country Garage (incl folding doors) ............. £19.95
3 Harnessed Horses ........................................ £4.35
2 Unharnessed horses .................................... £3.10
Loco Crew Driver & Fireman ........................... £1.95
Waterfowl-4 Swans & 4 Ducks ........................ £3.65
Washing Line & Figure ..................................... £3.85
6 Assorted Cows  ...........................................  £5.20
Wild Animals-foxes, rabbits, badger, squirrel £3.65
8 Seagulls- 5 flying, 3 standing ....................... £3.65
6 Assorted Dogs .............................................. £3.40
Hunt Scene-4 horses & riders 8 hounds ........ £7.50
Working Men 1 on Ladder & 1 on trestle ........ £4.95
8 Pigs ............................................................... £3.65
8 Sheep ............................................................ £3.65
10 Chickens ..................................................... £3.65
2 Shire Horses ................................................. £3.10
Pub/Café Scene............................................... £6.40
Funeral Scene .................................................. £4.70
White Wedding Scene ..................................... £4.90

Painted Funeral Scene ...............................£10.45
Painted Wedding Scene .............................£20.40
Painted Cricket Game ................................£30.10
Painted Church Notice board & crucifix ......£8.40
Painted Lrg Wooden (Oak) Barrels x 4 ........£6.85
Painted Flower tubbs and water butt ..........£8.50
Painted Terracotta Chimneys (12x (3 types))
.......................................................................£5.60
Painted Welding Figures & Equipment ........£9.80
Painted Relaxed Loco Crew x 2 ..................£4.50
Painted 5 Gardeners and equipment.........£12.95
Painted 9 x Ass Standing Figures platform etc
.....................................................................£20.20
Painted 4 Pallets and pallet truck ................£9.60
Painted 4 Beehives and 2 beekeepers ......£12.95
Painted 6 Bulk Building Bags sand .............£7.90
Painted 6 ass Rock Climbers .....................£13.45
Painted 4off Highland Cattle ........................£9.05
Painted Fire Fighters 50’s...........................£13.45
Painted 6 Ass Trawler & Fishermen ...........£13.45
Painted 8 Guards Marching .......................£20.40
Painted 10off Guards Marching Band .......£23.80
Painted Cub Scouts in Camp.....................£28.00
Painted 6 Seated Passengers/Figs.Set 1 ..£13.45
Painted 6 Seated Passengers/ Figs.Set 2 .£13.45
Painted 6 Platform Station Staff ................£13.45
Painted 3 Canoes and Figures ...................£12.95
Painted 6 Fishermen & Equipment ............£13.40

OO SCALE Cricket Figures £10.50, 
Score Board £4.65, Sight Screen £8. 
Wharfside/Platform lattice crane £15.30 72ft 
holiday canal boat £41.10 loads of kits in our 
illustrated colour
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Dealer Directory

If you would like to advertise

please  contact

Gemma on: 01733 366379
e: gemma.smith@bauermedia.co.uk

Buckinghamshire

Bedfordshire

Books & DVD’s

DCC

Kits

Kits

Models Wanted

Repairs

Web Browser

Marketplace

Cheshire

Online Shops

Online Shops

Cleveland

No10, The Craft Arcade,
Dagfi elds Craft Centre,

Crewe Road, Walgherton,
Nantwich, Cheshire. CW5 7LG

www.tridenttrains.co.uk 01270 842400
HORNBY • BACHMANN • DCC CONCEPTS • FARISH • DAPOL • PECO • LENZ

TRAIN TECH • GAUGEMASTER • METCALFE • RATIO & MUCH MORE

- 0 Gauge Kits -

- Quality Etched & Cast Metal Kits - 

- Locos, Carriages & Wagons -

www.jimmcgeown.com
or Send S.A.E. for printed catalogue

1 Newton Cottages, 

nr Weobley HR4 8QX

MOTOR REPAIRS
HORNBY, DUBLO, WRENN & TRIANG MOTORS
Repaired, rewound & remagnetised.

Old Triang wheels updated.
OO Locos serviced from £22.50 

plus parts & post

SCALESPEED Est 1966

75 Green Road, Fareham, Hants PO14 2HB
Tel 01329 665045 / 07774 253352 

Web www.scalespeed.co.uk
Email scalespeed@btinternet.com

Tri-angman
specialist in model railways

Tri-ang, Hornby, Wrenn, 
Minic etc...

buy, sell and repair hard to 
find items and collectables

Find me on 
www.tri-angman.co.uk

or contact
Tel 07966 333605

laurence@tri-angman.co.uk

roxeymouldings.co.uk

Loco, Coach & Wagon Kits

Fittings & Accessories

Wheels / Motors & Gears

in 00 and 0

Tel: 01932 245439

Supplier & Collector of Vintage Trains

Primarily, but not exclusively, made by Triang.

www.daveangelltrains.co.uk
dave@daveangell.co.uk

07968 975867

Railways 
Buses

Shipping 
Commercial

Aviation 
Canals

Motoring 
Vehicles

Dereks Transport Books 
All Transport Subjects Covered

www.derekstransportbooks.com

Over 8000 Books in Stock On-line 

Based in the New Forest

Established 1995

Colour-Rail photo library

100,000 railway 
subject images
including Ireland at  

www.colour-rail.com
High res scans for modellers

Image Collections wanted 

Contact us at  

colourrail@aol.com or

558 Birmingham Road,  

Bromsgrove, B61 0HT

Tools

PhotographicOnline Shops

Kits REDCAR MODELS
& HOBBIES

Most leading brands of 
“OO” gauge model

railways & accessories.
Also Diecast, Plastic Kits,

Woodland Scenics, 
K+S metal Centre etc
130 High St, Redcar,

Cleveland, TS10 3DH.
Tel: 01642 494912

(Open Tuesday to Saturday)

sales@redcarmodels.co.uk

RAILWAY BOOKS
BOUGHT & SOLD
Free Railway Booksearch Service
155 Church Street, Paddock, 
+XGGHUVÀHOG��+'���8-

�6KRS��7XH�:HG���������������7KX�������������

ZZZ�UDLOZD\ERRN�F�RP  HPDLO��QLFN#UDLOZD\ERRN�FRP
Tel: 01484 518159

Order Online today
www.agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

AGR Model Railway Store Ltd

9 High Street Mews, 28 High Street,
Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EA

01525 854788

sales@agrmodelrailwaystore.co.uk

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm. Saturday 9am-4pm

NOW buying your unwanted model railway collections

MODEL RAILWAY
DEVELOPMENTS

NEW WEBSITE IS 
ABOUT TO GO LIVE

Thank you for your patience

www.emardee.org.uk
Email: hubertcarr@googlemail.co.uk

Or call: 01372 817504

P.O BOX 4293, WESTBURY BA13 9AA
Tel/Fax: 01373 822231

E-mail: sales@branchlines.com

Each package deal contains the Dapol plastic kit, 
our etched n.silver chassis kit, our body detailing (or 
interior) kit, Mashima motor, Romford gears, wheels
and all screws wire, etc. to complete.
Railbus p/deal with full interior £61.50
Drewry ‘04’ diesel complete p/deal £78.50
BR mogul & tender complete p/deal £105.00
City of Truro complete p/deal £107.50

Most parts available separately

Dapol Kit Package Deals

Cat’s SSAE + £1 (in stamps) or £2.50 C. Card and
PLEASE STATE INTERESTS

P&P: UK £2.50 (value under £30), £4.00 (£30 to £60), £5.00 (over £60).
Non EU and BFPO less VAT. Exports £4.50 minimum.

VISA, MASTERCARD, SWITCH/MAESTRO, SOLO
EXPORTS WORLDWIDE

Hours: Mon-Thursday: 9.30-1, 2-6

P & D MARSH MODELS 
PAINTED OO GAUGE 

PDZ07 Postman, bike & postbox £8.75 

PDZ12 Trackside signs (4)           £8.25 
PDZ19 Loco crew (2) steam        £9.00 

PDZ28 Window cleaner/ladder   £7.15 

PDZ32 Firebuckets on stand (2)  £7.50 
PDZ36 BP style petrol pumps     £8.75 

PDZ39 Coalmen & scales            £8.25 

PDZ40 1950/60 Firecrew/hoses £10.45 
PDZ103 1950 motorbike/rider     £8.00 

PDZ50  Loaded platform trolley £8.25 

PDZ51 Barrels (6)            £6.95 

AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD MODEL SHOPS 

DISTRIBUTED BY EXPO TOOLS & DRILLS 

WWW.PDMARSHMODELS.COM         07730 202270 

PAINTED N GAUGE 

PDX51 Cyclists (2)                  £7.60 

PDX56 Gravestones (8)           £6.00 
PDX68 Forklift truck               £7.00 

PDX69 Traffic lights  single   £5.50 

PDX70 Traffic lights dble       £6.50 
PDX80 Benches (4)                 £5.80 

PDX82 Water crane platform £6.25 

PDX83 Water crane ground     £6.25 
PDX351 GWR home signal     £8.35 

PDX354r RH junction signal £15.95 

PDX361 Ground signals (5)    £8.00 

3CP - Track Curve Plotting Tool

Website: www.3cp-tools.co.uk

Email: info@3cp-tools.co.uk
Tel: 01606 889610

Mob: 07743 426393
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Scotland

Isle Of Wight

North Yorkshire

Somerset

Northumbria

Midlands

Suffolk

Tyne And Wear

Leicestershire

Surrey

Staffordshire

Kent

Cumbria & Lake District Essex

Hampshire

TRUCKS • CARS • PLANT • KITS • PLANTS • MILITARY • RAILWAYS • BUSES

Jacksons Models
and Railways

Hornby, Bachmannm Graham Farish, Peco, 
Dapol, Gaugemaster, Javis, Plastics, 

Metals, Balsa, Corgi, Oxford Diecasts etc.

www.jacksonsmodels.co.uk
33 New Street, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 9AL 

Telephone 01697 342557

Northumbrian Painting Services

Manufacturer of metal railway fi gures. Figures available in N Gauge, OO Gauge 
and O Gauge. Resin, MDF buildings and scenery

www.paintinghistory.co.uk 01434 600529

South Cumbria’s number 
one shop for model railways, 

crafts, and doll’s houses.

www.craftyhobbies.co.uk
54 Cavendish Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, 

T: 01229 820759

TUTBURY MODELS
COLLECTABLES 01283 814777 MODELS

5 Mill Mews, Tutbury,
Nr. Burton-upon-Trent DE13 9LU.

Available Now: 
Bass/Worthington vent van £13.50 + £3.00 P & P 

(Can send up to 6) 
Available Now: 

6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - OO Gauge 
£17.50 + £2.00 P & P 

Available SOON: 
6 Wheel Milk Tanker Nestle - O Gauge 

Orders invited for the O Gauge. 

KENT GARDEN RAILWAYS

American HO and N from leading suppliers

www.kgrmodels.com
66 High Street, St Mary Cray, Orpington, Kent BR5 3NH 

Telephone: 01689 891668
Shop open: Monday to Saturday 09:00 to 17:00

Specialist suppliers of 
G scale and 16mm 

garden railways
LGB X Accucraft 

Bachmann
Aristocraft X Piko X Pola

Roundhouse
USA Trains, etc.

Large stocks of 00 and N
from all leading suppliers

Hornby X Bachmann 
Farish X�Heljan
Peco X Dapol

Metcalfe X�Ratio
Wills ViTrains

Woodland Scenics, etc.

Unit 38
Market Village
South Parade

Sutton Coldfi eld
B72 1QU

Bachmann, Hornby, Dapol, Gaugemaster, Metcalfe, Peco, etc.

Gauges N to 0. Modelling tools and materials

Locomotive repair and decoder fi tting service

We supply Blue Foam for scenery and baseboards

And can build foam baseboards to order

Tel: 07981 757023

Monday to Friday 
10.30 to 4.30 

Saturday
9.00 to 4.30

Surrey

Sussex

               Go to Ebay, click on advanced search, 
click on Ebay shops and click on Coach Lighting
Coach Lighting for less than £2 per coach

07801 796864
105 Charlock Way, Burpham, Guildford, Surrey. GU1 1XY

coach-lighting.com

DCC kit £4.10 DC kit £4.90 • 4 coach extension kit for above £5.20
Go to Ebay, click on advanced search,

click on Ebay shops and click on Coach Lighting
Coach Lighting for less than £2 per coachNow available ‘N’ gauge

 CHELMSFORD

JOHN DUTFIELD
Stockists of: 

• Peco • Bachmann • Lenz • Graham Farish • Wills • Ratio • Cavalex • Accurascale 

and much more including secondhand

WARDS YARD, 133 SPRINGFIELD PARK ROAD, CHELMSFORD, ESSEX, CM2 6EE

01245 494455 Open 9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat. Closed Weds & Sun.

(PDLO��KHDWKHUZLONLQVRQ#EWFRQQHFW�FRP���:HE��MRKQGXWÀ�HOGPRGHOUDLOZD\V�FR�XN

MaestroMaestro

Train Times 
Model Shop

Find us at 

37 Seaside, Eastbourne, BN22 7NB

(01323) 722026 
traintimestoo@gmail.com

www.traintimesmodelshop.co.uk

Orwell Model 
Railways

Ipswich Model Railway Centre

48-52 Tomline Road

Ipswich IP3 8DB

01473 724578

Open

Mon-Fri 10:00 - 16:00

Wed 10:00 - 18:00

Sat 10:00 - 17:00

www.orwellmodelrailways.co.uk

54 Hamil Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1AU  
New special commission 7-plank wagon in  

00 and 0 gauge: ‘Sneyd, Burslem’
• Hornby • Bachmann • Peco • Dapol  
• Gaugemaster • Woodland Scenics  

• Plus much more!
OPEN: Tue, Weds, Fri 10-4; Thurs 10-5.30, Sat 10-2

T: 01782 818433/07973 478294 
E: thehobbygoblin-uk@hotmail.com
www.thehobbygoblin.co.uk

Skytrex Model Railways
Unit 1, Charnwood Business Park, 

North Rd. Loughborough, 
Leics. LE11 1LE 

tel: 10509 213789

For OO Gauge 
www.skytrexmodelrailways.com

For O Gauge 
www.ogauge.co.uk

Model Railway Supplies,

New & Second Hand Bought & Sold

Diecast Models, kits & accessories

Tel: 0191 4910202/4106386
Mobile: 07976 519178
www.pooleyspuffers.com 

email:pooleyspuffers@btopenworld.com

382a Jedburgh Court, Team Valley Trading 
Estate, Gateshead, Tyne & Wear NE11 0BQ

Mon – Sat 10am – 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: CLOSED

When attending weekend exhibitions shop will be 

closed. Please phone FRI & SAT for opening times.

Pooleys Puffers
Partnership: David and Anne Poole

Traditional Model Shop 
with large range of OO and 

N gauge model railways
Plastruct, Glues,  
Scenics, Metals

66 High Street, Dingwall, IV15 9RY
Tel: 01349 862346

www.sportsandmodelshop.co.uk
Open Mon-Sat 9.15 - 17.00

CHURCH STREET MODELS
A wide range of New 00 & N gauge

Incl. Hornby, Bachmann, Dapol,

Farish, Heljan, Oxford & much more

Mon, Wed - Sat 09.30-14.00
PLUS IN DEC ONLY 

Tues 09.30-14.00 & Sun (6-20Dec) 11.00-14.00

10A Church Street, Basingstoke,  
Hants RG21 7QE. 01256 358060

www.churchstreetmodels.co.uk

Surrey’s DCC Specialists
Telephone: 01372 452976

Website: www.roxleymodels.co.uk        Email: enquiries@roxleymodels.co.uk

Address: 4 Beckley Parade, Leatherhead Road, Great Bookham, Surrey, KT23 4RQ

COVID OPENING HOURS: Weds - Sat 9.30 – 17.30 | Mon & Tue – Click & Collect | Weekday time slots available
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If there’s a locomotive that you think needs to be offered 
ready-to-run, here’s the place to voice your opinion…

Present your case

What is it?

One of the most elegant Victorian tank 

locomotives ever to grace our rails, the Great 

Northern Railway built 60 ‘C12s’ (it classified 

them ‘C2’) in six batches between 1898 and 

1907. The first ten worked suburban services 

in the West Riding of Yorkshire and their 

success prompted the GNR to build more for 

the busy London commuter services. 

Condensing gear was fitted in order to 

work the Metropolitan lines, but this was 

removed after the ‘C12s’ were displaced 

by Gresley’s new ‘N1’ and ‘N2’ 0-6-2Ts. 

However, the ‘C12s’ found work across the 

GNR network, handling suburban and rural 

stopping trains and even as station pilots. By 

the time the LNER was founded in 1923, only 

five ‘C12s’ actually remained in the capital. 

What would make it viable?

Beyond their perfect proportions and long 

working life, the ‘C12’ is crying out to be 

modelled because it offers LNER fans without 

the space for a ‘racing stretch’ of the ECML 

a chance to depict more humble, local 

services. There were, of course, variations 

Locomotive: LNER ‘C12’ 4-4-2T

Gauge: ‘OO’

Proposed by: Oliver Kew, by e-mail

in construction: the first ten locomotives had 

squared-off tanks, while the other 50 had 

rounded tank edges. The first 11, oddly, were 

built with taller chimneys and domes, though 

these were swapped throughout the life of 

the class. Some had straight smokebox door 

handrails, while others swept the rail artfully 

around the top of the smokebox. And, of 

course, there’s the condensing gear, removed 

through the 1920s. Nothing beyond the 

ability of the modern manufacturers. 

What’s more, this class carried an array of 

liveries in its six decades of service, 

maximising the mileage for a new ‘OO’ 

tooling. They started life in the intricate GNR 

lined green; after Grouping, they carried 

LNER lined black until 1928, then LNER 

unlined black and ‘NE’ wartime black (often 

heavily weathered) and were subsequently 

subjected to the Thompson renumbering. 

After nationalisation, the ‘C12s’ received 

British Railways lettering and, finally, BR 

‘cycling lion’ emblem on lined black. 

One for every period, then.

Both Hornby and Oxford Rail have proven, 

with their Adams ‘Radials’ that they can 

produce superb 4-4-2Ts, so surely it’s time 

to immortalise H.A. Ivatt’s design in ‘OO’ for 

the first time?

Can I see a real one?

Withdrawals started in 1937 and the 

last, No. 67397, was condemned on 

December 6 1958. None survived. 

How to join in
Want to present your own case? Send us 
400 words explaining your choice to 
modelrail@bauermedia.co.uk, putting 
‘Present Your Case’ in the subject line. 
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Have your say

Do you agree with Oliver’s 

argument? Go to www.model-rail.co.uk 

and take part in our vote.
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1 What was your first train set/model? 

I grew up with my dad’s Hornby-Dublo three-rail 
and have fond memories of Duchess of Montrose. 

2 Are you working on a layout now? 

We have lots of ideas for our own home layout, but 
most of our efforts go into our exhibition layout 
which is only 6ft by 4ft but needs to authentically 
incorporate most of our products into it. 

3 What piece of modelling are you most proud of? 

As a youngster, I was given one driving car of a 
Tri-ang Class 101, along with a DMU centre car, 
which I turned into a driving car. It wasn’t very good 
but I made it myself and nothing can beat that sense 
of achievement. 

4 Have you ever finished a model railway? 

Not really – there is always something you can add or 
do a little bit better isn’t there? 

5 What model have you’ve always longed for? 

I used to pore over each new Tri-ang-Hornby catalogue 
(after racing Dad to find Terence Cuneo’s famous 
mouse on the cover!) and longed for so many things. 
When I started to earn money, I spent years searching 
for and buying many of those models, including the 
fabulous Turbo car and Giraffe Truck! 

6 Favourite locomotive? 

I’ve always liked the Class 31 – there’s something 
about the cab windows. 

7 When did you begin working in the model 

railway industry? 

Although I started Train-Tech in 2012, I did a lot of 
design consultancy work for Hornby in the 
1980s/1990s. This included a motion-activated baby 
doll that cried if you stopped rocking it. I gave one to 
Mum in a restaurant and she had to keep rocking it!

8 What did you do beforehand? 

Following a great apprenticeship with Pye in 
Cambridge in 1975, I started DCP in 1981 where our 
core products were control and measuring devices for 
science education. I diversified with Train-Tech in 2012. 

9 What modeller has influenced you the most? 

No one modeller – I’m inspired by techniques and ideas 
from layouts at model 
railway shows. 

10 Strangest thing 

you’ve ever eaten? 

Octopus tentacles in 
Greece – yuk! 

12 What is one of your weird quirks? 

Probably hardly ever listening to music. 

13 What book are you reading at the moment? 

I rarely have time for novels but I am currently enjoying 
dipping into the new Hornby Book of Trains. 

14 If you were stranded on a tropical island, what two 

things would you want with you? 

My wife Tammy, plus an internet-connected computer 
so that I could keep reading and researching new ideas. 

15 What have you done that you are most proud of? 

With Train-Tech, probably creating products which even 
non-tech people find easy to install and use. 

16 What is your favourite song? 

Bohemian Rhapsody by Queen. 

17 First record you bought? 

Now That’s What I Call Music on vinyl – I spent my first 
Saturday job pay packet on it! 

18 What is the best advice you ever had? 

Treat other people as you want to be treated yourself. 

19 What is one food you wouldn’t want to give up? 

You can’t beat a shepherd’s pie or a traditional roast. 

20 If you had access to a time machine, where and 

when would you go? 

Back to my childhood! 

21 What was your favourite cartoon show growing up? 

Wacky Races. 

22 Favourite film? 

True Lies – a great mix of thriller and comedy. 

23 Temptation you wish you could resist? 

Crisps! 

24 What is your best childhood memory? 

Sleeping in my parents’ bed so that Dad could continue 
working on the model railway in my bedroom – then 
waking up in the morning to see what he had done! 

25 Your hidden talent which would surprise people? 

I was quite an active part-time broadcaster with the BBC 
for over ten years while I was in Cambridge. 

26 If you could pass any new law? 

Enable people to legally use privately owned low-power 
electric scooters on bike lanes or wide pavements. 

27 What do you drive? 

A Land Rover Discovery – the only car we can fit our 
exhibition layout in! 

28 What actor would you like to play you in a film? 

Alexander Armstrong. 

29 How would you like to be remembered? 

Creating products to show that technology is not just for 
experts and can/should make life easier for everyone.

Next Issue Paul Chancellor of photographic archive Colour Rail.

Behind the 
Backscene

David Palmer 

is director of 

Train-Tech’s parent 

company DCP 

Microdevelopments

Model Rail�ƓUHV�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�DW�WHFK�JXUX�DQG�
RFFDVLRQDO�ŌEDE\�GHVLJQHUō�'DYLG�3DOPHU�

 I’m inspired 
by techniques 
and ideas from 
layouts at 
model railway 
shows 

11 Favourite 

trainspotting 

location? 

The North Norfolk 
Railway – it’s only 
a short railway but 
views are stunning. 
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Selling your model railway
Warwick and Warwick have an expanding 
requirement for early to modern collections 
of British and Foreign trains and train 
sets from large accumulations to items 
of individual value. Our customer base is 
increasing dramatically and we need an  
ever larger supply of quality material to  
keep pace with demand. The market 
has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection,  
now is the time to act.

FREE VALUATIONS - We will provide a free, 
professional valuation of your collection, without 
obligation on your part to proceed. Either we will 
make you a fair, binding private treaty offer, or we 
will recommend inclusion of your property in our  
next public auction.

FREE TRANSPORTATION - We can arrange insured 
transportation of your collection to our Warwick 
offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 
offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs 
only.

FREE VISITS - Visits by our valuers are possible 
anywhere in the country or abroad, in order to 
assess more valuable collections. Please phone for 
details.

ADVISORY DAY TOWNS - We are holding advisory 
days in all areas of the United Kingdom, please 
visit our website or telephone for details.

EXCELLENT PRICES - Because of the strength of our 
customer base we are in a position to offer prices 
that we feel sure will exceed your expectations.

ACT NOW - Telephone or email Richard Beale today 
with details of your property.

Get the experts on your side!

Warwick&Warwick
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

www.warwickandwarwick.com

Warwick & Warwick Ltd., Chalon House, Scar Bank, 
Millers Road, Warwick CV34 5DB England

Tel: (01926) 499031 • Fax: (01926) 491906 
Email: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com




