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| DCC & Sound Equlpped Retr;nl %%88—99 Our Pnce $329 99
SCHEMES SPANNING DECADES OF SERVICE DC/DCC Ready Retail:-$258-99 Our Price: $219.99

Our latest run of Rivet Counter™ HO Scale EMD SD40-2s is Every Rivet Counter model is packed with prototype-specific
arriving in our warehouse now. details that set it apart. From MoPac's non-dynamic brake housings
and LED-illuminated class lights to accurate antenna arrays and
unique horn placements on modern rebuilds, these units are
tooled to precisely match their real-life counterparts.

From long-requested 1970s-era roadnames like Missouri Pacific
and Soo Line to special locomotives from Reading & Northern
and Wheeling & Lake Erie commemorating America’s 250th
anniversary in 2026, this run features locomotives spanning With schemes spanning decades of service, there's an SD40-2 for
five decades. every roster. Order yours today!
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OR SHOP
SHOP NOW SCALETRAINS.COM

WITH OUR SECURE

Q%G CALL 423-299-3689 EXT. 1 ORDERING

SYSTEM

ScaleTrains.com ¢ 4901 Old Tasso Rd NE, Cleveland, TN 37312 ¢ 844-9TRAINS 844-987-2467 ¢ International 423-299-3689

©2026 ScaleTrains, Rivet Counter, and respective logos are trademarks of ScaleTrains.com, Inc. This product is made under trademark license from CSX Transportation and Union Pacific Railroad Company.
LokSound is a trademark of ESU electronic solutions ulm GmbH & Co. KG.
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AMTRAK VIEWLINER CARS ARE BACK!

Back by popular demand, this latest run of sleek Viewliner sleepers features a
realistic plated finish, smoked window tinting, and accurate Amtrak paint schemes,
Including the latest Phase VII. These models also include accurate interiors

with optional factory-installed lighting, as well as prototypically sized 36" metal
wheelsets, and Proto MAX metal knuckle couplers. The first run of Viewliners sold
out fast, so order yours today, and complete your East Coast long-distance consist!

WALTHERS

| wliner  redefinéd overnight rail travel.
A Now lﬁanﬁdefme yoﬁ?«passenger fleet.
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WalthersProto 85' Amtrak Viewliner | Sleepers
920-11300 to 920-11317 Series - Unlighted

920-12300 to 920-12323 Series - Lighted

Available schemes: Phase IV, Phase VI, Phase VI (Early),

Phase VIl Travelmark

See all the schemes and pricing at
walthers.com/viewliners

OFFICIAL
LICENSES

A MTRAK

vy

Support your local hobby shop = visit walthers.com = call 1-800-487-2467

Amtrak and the Amtrak logos are registered trademarks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation.

© 2026 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.




SEPTEMBER 2026

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VVolume 93, Number 9

Features In eVery issue g8 NEW COLUMN: BEHIND THE SCENES
........................................................................... -. Model ‘
24 Upgrade modern - 6 On Trains.com Ra“roader
commuter diesels - The latest features on our website o TRIE U e
Tips to make Bachmann'’s HO scale T g e

Siemens SC-44 Chargers match their - 8 From the Editor mode rirosd

full-size counterparts . Expanding the consist of Model Railroader

by Michael Haworth '

PLUS
. TAKE A TRIP ON
" THE 'SCOGGIN

é:é:’é

On the cover: Train 95 heads
northbound on Brent

- 10 News & Products Johnson'’s Clinchfield Carolina
& .o . Hobby industry news Division HO scale layout.
30 Model Railroad Planning: Dan Munson photo
Clinchfield’s Carolina Division = 17 Ask MR | e i
Books and magazine articles pointed the i Canadian diesel locomotive classifications
way to a great model railroad :
by Brent Johnson

A, \ﬂf :
Rp :.'-.-. &
Sonall..

Go online and subscribe

. A 4 : to receive Mode/ Rail-
Bis ol (O ., ™ | 21 Step by Step roader issues packed with
ERrings - | “ 1 i There's always room for staging how-to tips and tech-
38 The rallroad niques for beginners to
to Yosemite National Park . 62 Behind the Scenes advanced modelers, news
Celebrating more than four decades of . Moving upscale and down-gauge and product reviews, and
' : inspiring layouts. www.

Jack Burgess’ multi-deck Yosemite Valley RR :

by Jack Burgess trains.com/mrr/subnow

Model Railroader (ISSN 0026-7341,

USPS 529-810) is published monthly by

Firecrown Media Inc., 405 Cherry Street,
Chattanooga, TN 37402. Periodicals postage paid
at Chattanooga, TN and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Model
Railroader, PO Box 850, Lincolnshire, IL 600689.

64 Trackside Photos

48 A tour of the - 73 Index of Advertisers
Portsmouth & Androscoggin RR - and Cartoon

The freelanced HO scale railroad issetin

1948 Maine - 74 Trains of Thought

by Richard Walz . Integrating MRP (and GMR) into MR

57 Tips for concealing risers
Structures and scenery, complemented
with lighting and backdrops, add interest
to the lower level on an HO scale railroad
by Dave Abeles



NowjAvalahblielEnoinn

( MODEL RAILROAD CO., INC.)

HO MASTER LINE C420 PH. 2 LOCOMOTIVES

Also Available: Atlas Master® HO C420 Phase 1 Locomotives decorated for Conrail (ex-LHR),
D&H (ex-LV), Detroit & Mackinac Bicentennial, Norfolk &Western and Nickel Plate Road.

*(SX Licensed Product

You Visit shop.atlasrr.com today for more information K
on track, locomotives, rolling stock, & more! (CMODEL RAILROAD CO., INC.)

ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. * 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 ¢ shop.atlasrr.com
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Conducted by Eric White
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Highview Yocum Progressive Rail Minnesota Wausau Northern 1SG Lindberry Performance TwinCity Chem  Granada  National
Avenue Ol Freight House No. 1  Pipe Supply Bark Resources Wood Products Papers Brick Central Avenue Polymers
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Canadian Pacific main line Tyco Plastics Menasha Packaging Rytway

Progressive Rail
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HO scale (1:87.1)
Layoutsize: 26" x 13-4

Scale of plan: 14" =1-0°,12grid g 2010 Kaimbach Publishing Co., Model Railroader magazine.
lllustration by Rick Johnson This material may not be reproduced in any form without permission from the publisher.
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Sand Creek wrapping up

One of our longest-running projects, the

Finding that next project

For many, it’s time to get back to model railroading. The weather
is turning colder, and an indoor project sounds good about now.

If you've been contemplating building a model railroad, now’s a
good time to get started. It’'s still warm enough outside to do the
sawing and drilling in the driveway, which will set you up nicely for
the quieter tasks indoors when the weather starts to turn. But

Sand Creek portion of David Popp’s Olympia
logging series, is coming to a close. The most
recent episodes cover the installation and
detailing of the Sand Creek Depot.

You'll learn more about the Sand Creek and
Olympia projects in upcoming Model
Railroader and Trains.com features. Check it
out online today!

you're going to need a plan! Check out Lucas Iverson’s “Track plan
ideas on a budget” on Trains.com to get started.

.........................................................................................

MR&T boxcar roundup

Between 2019 and 2024, Model Railroader
offered a number of custom-decorated box-
cars that depicted rolling stock from our staff
railroad, the Milwaukee, Racine & Troy.

These cars in HO and N scale allowed read-
ers to add a bit of the MR&T to their home lay-
outs, and to make sure all eras were covered,
the cars depicted MR&T rolling stock from the
1930s through the present day. Read Cody
Grivno'’s story on Trains.com.
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Apps to add to model railroading fun

Milwaukee,
Racine & Troy

Editor Eric White polled online experts for ideas on the best
model railroading apps. In addition to throttle apps such as
WiThrottle and Engine Driver (for Apple and Android, respectively),
Eric got a line on other aspects of the hobby that might be
improved with a little help from your phone.

From apps that help add interest to model train operations to
those that help you build better models or a layout, check out
“Useful model railroading apps” on Trains.com.

6 Trains.com
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Buil h Personality

Real locomotives don’t sound identical—and your models shouldn’t either.
SoundTraxx decoders give you the tools to fine-tune your sound so every locomotive has
its own character. Get full customization over your fleet with prime mover pitch shift, echo,
reverb, and our 7-band equalizer, and make every model uniquely yours.

SOUNDTRAXX

Real Sound. Real Control. Real Fun!
Durango, CO | USA | (970)259-0690
sales@soundtraxx.com
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Your trains can sound as real as they look.
Search SoundTraxx Audio Lab
on YouTube to Learn More!
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Complete Train Control

Booster, and Throttle

e | arge Backlit Keypad

g digitrax.com
# facebook.com/digitraxdcc

Zephyr Express

H e 3.0 Amp LocoNet ® Command Station,

e Color 2.4” TFT QVGA Display Screen

Call TODAY to order! 1-800-466-3131

Storage 2

Boxes

Foam Lm_ed HO Scale
Self Closing Holds 20 Cars - $31.95

Fully Assembled N Scale
Holds 36 Cars - $31.95

Tote Bags

AXIAN TECHNOLOGY
623-580-0800

Patented .S.A.

18000 N. Black Canyon Hwy. * Phoenix, AZ 85053

www.axiantech.com

Have you protected the future
of your collectibles?
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Here’s what collectors have said about ModelTrainMarket.com

“They did everything
they said they would do.
It was a pleasure.”

MODEL TRAIN

M A REET

“The offer was fair, instructions
were clear, and the whole process
came off without any problems.”

“They made a fair offer
which included paying
the shipping costs.”

Start by calling, submitting our online form, or emailing us.

Better Offers, Less Hassle

(352) 261-3974 « M-F, 8am-2pm EST - sell@modeltrainmarket.com
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By Eric White

.................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Expanding the consist of Model Railroader

September has always
seemed to me to be a time of
beginnings. We all remember
going back to school after the
summer break, starting in a
new grade, with new teachers
and maybe new classmates.

Because of this, I thought
September would be a good
time to introduce some new
content to the pages of Model
Railroader. In this issue,
you'll find two new types of
stories: the Behind the Scenes
column from David Popp,
and the Model Railroad
Planning article Clinchfield’s
Carolina Division.

Now you might say, Model
Railroad Planning isn’t new!
That’s true. Model Railroad
Planning started in 1995 as a
special issue of Model
Railroader, what we in the
business call a Special Interest
Publication, or SIP. In the
magazine industry, SIPs (pro-
nounced sips around the
office) are a way to offer read-
ers specialized content that
may be a bit outside the

\Y[eYe )

Railroader

Model railroading is fun!

: normal type of storyina
. magazine, or might focus on
: a specific area.

Model Railroader has had

. two very successful SIPs. In

. addition to Model Railroad

. Planning, we've been produc-

. ing Great Model Railroads

. since 1991. While both have

. done well for both the com-

. pany and readers over the

: years, the changing landscape
. of the media industry meant

. we had to make some changes.

That’s why we're bringing

. Model Railroad Planning con-
. tent into the regular Model

. Railroader lineup of stories.

. Every month, you'll find a ‘
. story with the Model Railroad
. Planning banner. And just '
. like when it was its own spe-
. cial issue, Tony Koester will
. be the editor of these stories.
. 'This was part of the plan

. when we made him our con-
. sulting editor.

Tony goes into more detail

. about his role in this project
. in his Trains of Thought col-
. umn this month. We're

. Trains.com
: Director
Fo_under A.C. Kalmbach 1910-1981 : Executive Producer
Editor Eric White : R
Senior Editor Cody Grivno EA ictant Edit
Senior Production Editor Rene Schweitzer : AP A
Staff Writer

Associate Digital Editor
Consulting Editor
Contributing Editors

Email
Address

Mitch Horner :

Tony Koester :

Pelle Seeborg, :

Larry Puckett, Lou Sassi

editor@modelrailroader.com
18650 W. Corporate Dr., Suite 103 :

Email
Phone

Brookfield W1 53045 :

Model Railroader Art Team
Art Director
Illustrators
Production Director
Production Specialist

8 Trains.com

Lisa Schroeder :

: Customer Service
. Email

Kellie Jaeger, Roen Kelly :
Kelly Kramer Weekley :
Jodi Jeranek :

¥ FIRecRowN
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. Advertising Department

martha.stanczak@firecrown.com

HobbyCS@Firecrown.com

. excited to continue to offer
. these stories.

Behind the Scenes is a new

. column written by the editors
. and other staff members here
. at Model Railroader and

. Trains.com. We started off

. with David Popp, director of
. Trains.com. You'll also hear

. from me, Cody Grivno, Tony,
. Pelle Seeborg, Lou Sassi,

. Larry Puckett, and maybe

. some of the other people

. called out in the masthead at
. the bottom of the page.

We’re all interested in

. model trains, and full-sized
. trains, and we’ll share
. updates on our personal proj-

ects, as well as things we’ve

. seen and done recently. We
. hope you'll find the new sto-
. ries enjoyable.

Then, in November, we’ll

. be bringing some of the usual
. Great Model Railroads content :
. into Model Railroader. We're

. planning four exceptional

. layout visit stories for you. We
. plan to make this a regular

. November feature.

Firecrown
A. David Popp

: Chief Executive Officer

S
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All of these changes are

. designed to keep the content

. of Model Railroader fresh, and
. to give readers the kind of

. content they’ve been asking

. for. As the world’s largest cir-
. culation model train maga-

. zine, we know we have a wide
. audience with varied interests
. and skill levels. We hope

. these stories will inform and

. entertain a broader swath of

the members of what is still

. the world’s greatest hobby!

Lo G

Contributing to Model Railroader

: We welcome contributions from readers, including articles, photographs, and drawings. For more information

. on submitting material, email Editor Eric White at eric.white@firecrown.com. Model Railroader assumes no responsibility
- for the safe return of unsolicited material. We assume unsolicited material is intended for publication by Firecrown Media
. unless otherwise noted. We assume letters, questions, news releases, and club news items are contributed gratis.

Craig Fuller

Kent Johnson : Chief Revenue Officer Jonathan Keller
Ben Lake : Chief Operations Officer Nicole McGuire
Jenny Freeland : Chief Technology Officer Nick Torres
Lucas lverson : Chief Financial Officer Tripp Thurston

Martha Stanczak

414-246-7081

ccccccccccccccccc

. Executive Vice President, Media Sales Preston Brown
: Vice President, Finance/Controller
: Vice President, Creative

: Group President, Hobby Division

: Group President, Aviation Division
Group President, Marine Division

: Vice President, General Counsel

: Human Resources Director

Amanda Joyce
Barry Carpenter
Nicole McGuire
Ryan Ewing
David Carr
Darren Caputo
Suzie Matoh

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

. SUBSCRIPTION RATE: single copy: $8.99 (U.S.). Print +

: digital subscription rate: U.S. 1 year $54.95. Digital

. subscription rate: U.S. 1 year $44.95. Canadian and

: International subscriptions available for the digital

. edition only: 1 year for $44.95, payable in U.S. funds,
- drawn on a U.S. bank.

©2026, Firecrown Media Inc., all rights reserved. Title
. registered as trademark. This publication may not be

. reproduced in any form without permission.
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For 35+ Years, Simply...

The BEST!
Slow
Motion
Switch
Machine

MAbE INTHE |800-6000 $ 28.95
U S A 6006 6-PACK $168.00

6012 12-PACK 324.00

e Enclosed Gear Drive Mechanism
(NOT a Screw-Drive Machine!)

¢ Simple Mounting - All Linkage Included!
e 2 Sets SPDT Auxiliary Contacts

AT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP OR DIRECT
INCLUDE $10.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING

Send SSAE for more info or $10.00 for complete
60 page Catalog & Application Book to:

CIRCUITRON

211 RocBaar Dr., Romeoville, IL 60446-1163

For Model Railroader
advertising information
please call Martha Stanczak
414-246-7081

4195 Industry Way,
Flowery Branch, GA 30542
(866) 285-5840

WWW.TRAINZ.COM

YankeeDabbler.com

Thank you for making YankeeDabbler your favorite hobby store!

Check out our complete train store!

Repairs and decoders installed.
N, HO, 5,0, G

q Authorized Dealer:
W Digitrax, ESU-LokSound,
NCE Soundtraxx TCS

Tue-Sat
YANKEEDABBLER.COM

| Web(24x7)

101 W. Kings Hwy.,

(856) 312-8084 Bellmawr, NJ 08031

www.yankeedabbler.com

* Over 140,000 listings

' Over 250 booths and 500 tables

 Meet dozens of major model
railroad manufacturers
Amazing show vendor specials
“How-to” clinics
50+ operating train displays
A free riding train for kids!
www.nmra.org/trainfest-2026

Novemher7&8,2026

Baird Center  Sponsored by
400 W. Wisconsin Ave. -& ViR
Milwaukee, Wl 53203 e oot e

New & collectible model trains in every scale!

 Free shipping option!

Orders over $500 to USA48

e 30,000+ train parts in stock
Keep your fleet running with our rare inventory

« Exploded view parts diagrams
Interactive images help find what you need!

* Learn how to repair your trains
Take our online courses taught by industry professionals

* We buy collections!

Let us do the work while you relax

Sellmytrains.com
See how we make your life easier.

@ Trainz Buying Service

601 Google reviews
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Milwaukee, Racine & Troy
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Electro-Motive Division GP38-2 diesel locomotives. These
limited-edition Milwaukee, Racine & Troy four-axle road
locomotives are the latest additions to the Trains.com Store.
The N scale models, produced by Atlas Model Railroad Co.,
are decorated for Model Railroader's freelance staff layout
and feature an ESU LokSound V5 sound decoder; a factory-
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719

applied air horn, snow plows, and radiator fans; and body-
mounted Accumate couplers. The diesels, available in two
road numbers, are painted in the MR&T's Amtrak Blue and
Reefer White paint scheme that was used from 1989 through
2003. The GP38-2 locomotives are priced at $234.95 each.
Trains.com Store, shop.trains.com
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e General Electric AC4400CW diesel
locomotive. CSX, Denver & Rio Grande
Western, Ferromex, Kansas City
Southern, Montana Rail Link, Southern
Pacific, Transportacion Ferroviaria
Mexicana, and Union Pacific. Three road
numbers per paint scheme. Detailed cab
interior, wire grab irons, and Celcon
handrails. Minimum radius, 18"; recom-
mended radius, 22". Direct-current
model with 21-pin NEM connector,
$269.99; with SoundTraxx Tsunami2
sound decoder, $369.99. Athearn Trains,
800-338-4639, athearn.com

¢ Electro-Motive Division SD70MAC
diesel locomotive. Burlington Northern
(executive scheme), Alaska RR (2004+
and 2023+ 100 Years schemes), BNSF Ry.
(2007+ executive scheme patchout with
post-2005 herald and 2016+ H3
SD70MACe rebuild), Colorado Pacific
RR (2023+), CSX (2003+ SD70AC in
YN3 scheme, 2023+ SD70AC rebuild in
YN3 with CSX.com herald, and 2024+
SD70AC rebuild in “We Are One”
scheme), Kansas City Southern (2016+
SD70MAC rebuild), and Metra (2023+
SD70MACH in blue, black, and orange

10 Trains.com

and RTA tribute schemes). One to four
road numbers per paint scheme.
Railroad- and era-appropriate Positive
Train Control antennas, where appropri-
ate; detailed cab interior; full lighting
package, including track lights, step
lights, and walkway lights; heavy, die-
cast metal frame; and metal grab irons
and knuckle couplers. Direct-current
model, $249.95; with ESU LokSound
sound decoder and MoPower capacitor,
$359.95. Rapido Trains Inc., 905-474-
3314, rapidotrains.com

e General Electric P32AC-DM diesel
locomotive. Metro-North (1983 heri-
tage; America 250; Conrail, New York,
New Haven & Hartford [green-and-gold
and McGinnis|, and New York Central
heritage; employee tribute; silver with
blue stripe; and current schemes) and
Amtrak (phase 3 “fade” and phase 3
Empire Service schemes). One to three
road numbers per paint scheme. Dual-
mode underbody components; Krupp-
MakK high-speed bolsterless trucks with
third rail shoe detail; nose and rear
head-end power plugs; wire grab irons;
and operating headlights, ditch lights,
marker lights, and step lights. Suggested
minimum radius, 18". Direct-current
model, $239.95; with ESU LokSound
sound decoder and MoPower capacitor,
$359.95. Rapido Trains Inc., 905-474-
3314, rapidotrains.com

HO scale freight cars
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e GATC 2600 Airslide covered hop-
per. General American Transportation
Corp. (Anheuser-Busch Inc. [late
1970s+]; Gulf, Mobile & Ohio [1970s+];
Multifoods [1966+]; and Staley [early
1990s+]), Missouri-Kansas-Texas (mid-
1970+), Missouri Pacific (1958+), Norfolk
& Western (Primed for Grime, 1970s+),
Northern Pacific (1965+), Southern
Pacific (1977+), and Union Pacific (with
Missouri Pacific reporting marks,
1990s+). Gravity or gravity-pneumatic
outlets, see-through metal running
board, and McHenry scale couplers.
$54.99 (add $5 to Primed for Grime
models). Genesis series. Athearn Trains,
800-338-4639, athearn.com

¢ North American Car Corp. 1963-
design 20,500-gallon non-insulated
tank car. North American Car Corp.
(1966 black lease delivery [Hercules
Powder Co. Lessee], 1973+ Anderson
Clayton Foods, and 1990+ black lease
repaint [Agrico Chemicals Lessee|) and
A .E. Staley Manufacturing Co. (1963
delivery). Four road numbers per
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Corinth & Counce, and Union Pacific
(Corinth & Counce patchout with BKTY
reporting marks). Standard schemes —
Arkansas-Oklahoma RR, Chattahoochee
Industrial RR, Rock Island, and Texas
South-Eastern. Two road numbers per
paint scheme. Screw-mounted, roller-
bearing trucks; separate, factory-applied
brake wheel; and McHenry couplers.
$34.99 (add $5 to Primed for Grime
models). Athearn Trains, 800-338-4639,
athearn.com

One to two numbers per scheme.
Prototype-specific body styles, illumi-
nated ditch lights and number boxes,
and Kato magnetic knuckle couplers.
Direct-current model, $125; with DCC
motor-only decoder, $225; with sound
decoder, $325. Kato USA Inc., 847-781-
9500, katousa.com

scheme; also available painted (black and
white) but unlettered. See-through roof-
top walkways and end platforms, 100-
ton Barber S-2 roller-bearing trucks with
rotating bearing caps and separate brake
beam, and Kadee scale couplers. $69.95.
Tangent Scale Models, 828-412-3886,
tangentscalemodels.com
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N scale passenger cars
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¢ Bombardier LRC diesel locomotive.
VIA Rail (gray, blue, and yellow [1981+]
in three road numbers) and Amtrak
(phase 3 [1980+] in one number).
Working headlights and ditch lights.
Sounds recorded from VIA Rail 6921.

e Thrall 56-foot All-Door boxcar.
Armstrong; Ashley, Drew & Northern;
B.C. Hydro Ry.; Canfor; Cooperstown &
Charlotte Valley Ry.; Green Bay &
Western; Illinois Terminal; and Sacra-

e Bombardier LRC passenger equip-

mento Valley. Two road numbers per
paint scheme. Separate, factory-applied
ladders, latch bars, door handles, and
brake wheel; etched end platforms with
crossover grab iron; and Proto-Max
metal couplers. $74.98. WalthersProto.
Wm. K. Walthers Inc., 414-527-0770,
walthers.com

HO scale sets
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e Bombardier LRC box set. VIA Rail
(Locomotive, two coaches, and one VIA
1 car — 1981+) and Amtrak (locomotive
and three coaches, 1980+). Includes
48-page, full-color book on this history
of the LRC by Kevin J. Holland; two
commemorative LRC glasses; and LRC
tie clip and cuff links set. Without
sound, 659.95; with ESU LokSound
sound decoder, $769.95. Rapido Trains
Inc., 905-474-3314, rapidotrains.com

e General Electric ES44AC diesel loco-
motive. New paint scheme — Ferromex.

New road numbers — Canadian
National, Canadian Pacific, and CPKC.

Suggested minimum radius, 11"
Without sound, $169.95; with ESU
LokSound sound decoder, $279.95.
Rapido Trains Inc., 905-474-3314,

ment. VIA Rail (Coach: 1981+ delivery,
1998+ Canada [standard and faded],
2013+ Renaissance, and 2018+ green,
gray, and yellow schemes. Business class:

2013+ Renaissance and 2018+ “The
Future is Onboard” schemes. Business
class/VIA 1: 1998+ Canada scheme. Club
car: 1981+ delivery scheme) and Amtrak
; (coach, 1980+ phase 3 scheme). Etched-
[ metal stirrup steps, full interior detail,

-, track-powered interior lighting compati-
ble with DC and DCC, redesigned
trucks, and working marker lights.
Suggested minimum radius, 14". $79.95
each. Rapido Trains Inc., 905-474-3314,
rapidotrains.com

rapidotrains.com

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

e FMC 5347 boxcar. Primed for Grime
— Albany & Eastern RR, Chicago &
North Western (Rock Island patchout),

Electrical substation. This ready-to-use lineside detail is now available from
Midwest home improvement chain Menards. Electrical substation No. 12
includes transformers and support structure with bushings, cables, cooling fins,
insulators, and more. The O scale substation, priced at $24.99, is framed by a
chain link fence with assorted signs attached. The model, which does not fea-
ture lighting, is mounted on a scenicked plastic base. The substation measures
53" x 45/8" x 5Y4". Menards, menards.com/trains

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv
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Rapido Trains N scale GMDD F40PH-2D

&

T

A General Motors Diesel Division
F40PH-2D is once again being offered in
N scale by Rapido Trains. The model,
which we last reviewed in the December
2022 issue, is available with rebuilt and
as-built carbodies in multiple VIA Rail
Canada paint schemes. Features on the
four-axle passenger unit include illumi-
nated headlights, ditch lights, and num-

ber boxes; prototype-specific details; and :
. I first released the vertical grab irons

. from the steps that lead to the doors for

. the HEP section of the carbody. Then I

. gently spread the shell and lifted it off. A
. few toothpicks proved helpful here. You

. don’t need to remove the couplers.

body-mounted couplers.

General Motors Diesel Division,
Electro-Motive Division’s Canadian sub-
sidiary, built 59 cowl-bodied F40PH-2D
locomotives (the D indicating a desktop
control stand) for VIA Rail between
November 1986 and July 1989. The
F40PH-2D quickly became the work-
horse of VIA’s fleet.

The diesels were rebuilt at CAD
Railway Services in Montreal between

was the extension at the rear of the car-
body to accommodate the separate head-
end power (HEP) generator. Other mod-
ifications included the removal of the
class lights and the addition of a third
headlight to the nose. In addition, the
locomotives were repainted into VIA
Rail’s Renaissance scheme and were
assigned to the GPA-30H class.

The sample we received is decorated
as VIA Rail 6409, part of the passenger
carrier’s 6400 through 6458 series. The
model depicts a rebuilt unit.

An exploded-view diagram shows how
Rapido’s F40PH-2D is assembled. The
model has a one-piece plastic shell with
many separate, factory-applied details,
including formed wire grab irons and
handrails; a plastic air conditioner and

12 Trains.com
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. rooftop antennas; and a see-through,

. etched-metal grill on the dynamic brake
. fan. The winterization hatch is plastic

. with a molded screen.

The truck frames are plastic moldings

. with slots on the ends that fit over tabs
. on the gear case. Each truck has free-

. standing swing hangers; the remaining
. details are molded.

To separate the shell from the chassis, :

. If you model VIA Rail in N scale, you’ll

. want to check out the F40PH-2D from

. Rapido Trains. With two body variations
. and multiple paint schemes, you can eas-
. ily re-create Canadian passenger opera-

. tions from the late 1980s to today. —

. Cody Grivno, senior editor

The motor and flywheels are centered

. in the chassis. On top of that is the

. motherboard, secured with screws. The
. ESU decoder is attached to the mother-
. board; the speaker is located above the

. rear truck.

2009 and 2012. The most obvious change :

. Rapido’s N scale version of the 6409 is
. neatly painted in VIA Rail’s green, gray,
. and yellow Renaissance scheme. Graphic
. placement matches the many prototype
. images online. The road number and

: locomotive class are a bit closer to the

. color separation line than on the proto-
. type, but hardly a deal breaker.

[ did two rounds of product testing

. on our review sample, which has an ESU
. LokSound V5 sound decoder and :
. MoPower capacitor. For the workbench
. speed tests I used an NCE Power Cab. At :
. step 1 the locomotive moved at just :
. under 2 scale mph. The passenger diesel
. achieved a top speed of 89 smph at step

. 28. The prototype units have a top speed
. between 90 and 95 mph.

For real-world testing, I took the

. F40PH-2D over to our Milwaukee,
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. Racine & Troy State Line Route layout. I

. used the four-axle unit to power our ver-
. sion of VIA Rail Nos. 5 and 6, a three-

. car train between Prince Rupert, British
. Columbia, and Jasper, Alberta. The train
. looked great on the model railroad, and

. the locomotive had no issues navigating

. the layout’s 18" minimum radius curves

. and No. 6 minimum turnouts.

Facts & features

Price: Direct-current model, $159.95; with
ESU LokSound V5 sound decoder, $269.95
Manufacturer

Rapido Trains

382 High St.

Buffalo, NY 14204

rapidotrains.com

Era: 2009 to present (as decorated)

Road names: VIA Rail Canada (Rebuilt —
Renaissance scheme, Love the Way wrap,
and $10 bill scheme. As-delivered — origi-
nal, Canada, Operation Lifesaver, Telus,
Kool-Aid, and Home Hardware schemes).
One to three road numbers per scheme.
Features:

® Body-mounted couplers, at correct
height

e Metal wheel stubs on plastic drive axle
gears, correctly gauged

e Suggested minimum radius, 11"

e Weight: 3 ounces
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A new run of HO scale Electro-Motive
Division SW1 end-cab switchers is now

Mainline-series model has received sev-
eral upgrades since I last reviewed it in
the April 2014 issue. The switcher is now
offered with a dual-mode ESU
Sound & DCC decoder, and
direct-current models include
a speaker and 21-pin DCC
connector. Both versions have
factory-installed and painted
wire grab irons.

© Trains.com members
can see the Walthers
SW1 in action with this
QR code.

Electro-Motive Division
produced the SW1 from
January 1939 until November
1953. Manufacturing was
paused by order of the War Production
Board between 1942 and 1945. However,
some units were finished in 1942 and
1943. At the end of the production run,
661 units were built.

The sample we received is decorated
as Milwaukee Road No. 975, part of the
railroad’s 950 through 977 series. The
unit was built in November 1940 under
build number 01184 as Milwaukee Road
1631. It was painted in the scheme
depicted on the model and renumbered
975 in August 1959. The SW1 was
renumbered twice in 1972: 947 in March
and 879 in December. The end-cab unit
was retired in May 1980.

The SW1 features a two-piece plastic
shell consisting of the cab and hood and
a die-cast metal chassis. Freestanding
plastic details include the side and end
handrails and stanchions, air tanks, and
air horn. In addition to the grab irons,
the long hood handrails and uncoupling
levers are formed wire. The cab interior

. has a control stand, hand brake control
. box, and brake wheel.

available from Wm. K. Walthers Inc. The :
. shell with three tabs (one below the back
. cab step, the other two in the lower front
. sides of the cab). A tab below the sand-

The cab is attached to the chassis and

box secures the hood to the
chassis. Wires for the front
headlight are tethered to the
motherboard, so lift the hood
oft slowly.

The motor and flywheels
are centered in the die-cast

holds the motherboard to the

& DCC decoder is located on
top of that. The speaker is

above the front truck.

. Our review sample is neatly painted
. in Milwaukee Road’s orange-and-black
. paint scheme. The separation line

. between colors is crisp, and the white

. road numbers are opaque.

Prototype drawings of the EMD SW1

. were printed in the 1947 edition of

. Simmons-Boardman’s Locomotive

. Cyclopedia of American Practice. The

. model closely follows published data for
. length, width, and height.

I did initial product testing at the

. workbench using an NCE Power Cab. At
. step 1 the SW1 moved at 1 scale mph.
. The end-cab switcher achieved a top

. speed of 44 smph. Full-size switchers

. built before January 1945 had a maxi-

: mum permissible speed of 45 mph. That
. was increased to 50 mph on units built

. after January 1945.

Then I used the sound-equipped

model to switch cars on our Winston-
+ Salem Southbound Tar Branch layout.

: The model railroad has a mix of com-

. mercial and handlaid track and turnouts
. and a 30-degree crossing. The SW1 ran

. flawlessly and navigated the crossing and
. a No. 4 turnout without incident.

: I've long counted the EMD SW1

. among my favorite diesel locomotives. A
. tip of the hat to Walthers for upgrading

. its HO scale Mainline-series model with
. new features that appeal to customers

. with DC and DCC layouts. — Cody

. Grivno, senior editor

metal chassis. A pair of screws :

chassis. The 21-pin ESU Sound Facts & features

Price: Direct-current model with a 21-pin
DCC connector and factory-installed
sugar-cube-type speaker, $199.98; with
ESU Sound & DCC, $254.98.
Manufacturer

Wm. K. Walthers Inc.

5601 W. Florist Ave.

Milwaukee, WI 53218

walthers.com

Era: January 1939 to present (varies based
on paint scheme)

Road names: Milwaukee Road: Amtrak:
Boston & Maine; Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy; Chicago & North Western; New
York Central; and Southern Ry. Three to
four road numbers per paint scheme. Also
available painted Industrial Yellow but
unlettered and undecorated.

Features

® Body-mounted Proto-Max metal
couplers, at correct height

e Metal wheel stubs mounted on plastic
drive axle gears, properly gauged

e Minimum radius, 18"

® Weight: 9.5 ounces
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Athearn N scale ACF Center Flow
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An American Car & Foundry
4,600-cubic-foot capacity three-bay
Center Flow covered hopper is the latest
addition to the Athearn Genesis series.
The N scale freight car features an

American Car & Foundry (ACF) pro-
duced the 4600 three-bay Center Flow
from January 1965 until October 1981.
More than 15,000 cars were built during
that time. Covered hoppers produced
through August 1971 had a single hori-
zontal stiffener on both car sides. Cars
constructed after that had a pair of hori-
zontal stiffeners near the top of the sides.
Athearn offers models of both versions
of the covered hopper.

Our review sample is decorated as
Western Pacific (WP) 11999, part of the
railroad’s 11966 through 12000 series

hoppers changed ownership in 1982
when WP was acquired by Union
Pacific. Some of the cars from this series
were repainted, while others kept their
as-delivered paint well into the 2010s.

Examples of ACF 4600 Center Flow
can still be found in service today. One
of the WP cars, No. 11974, was pur-
chased by members of the Western
Pacific Yahoo Group in 2002 and
donated to the Western Pacific Railroad
Museum in Portola, Calif.

The Athearn model has a plastic body
with a separate, factory-applied roof.
There were a few small gaps at the joint
between the roof and carbody on both
sides of the car.

The Genesis-series model has a see-
through, etched-metal running board
with formed-wire corner grab irons. The
WP car has six round hatch covers on

14 Trains.com
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. the roof; other road names have trough-
. style hatch covers.

The end cages are plastic parts with

- molded grab irons and crossover hand-
. rails. The cage for the B end has a
assortment of etched metal, formed wire, :
and injection-molded plastic detail parts. :
. separate part. A see-through metal

. crossover platform is attached to the bot-
. tom of the cage on both ends of the car.

. 'The B end of the covered hopper has a :
. factory-applied air reservoir, brake cylin-
. der, and control valve. Wire auxiliary

. and emergency reservoir pipes run from
. the air reservoir to the control valve.

molded brakewheel housing, back plate,
and brake chain; the brake wheel is a

Underneath, the car has molded and

. factory-applied details. Molded details

. include the screw bosses for the trucks,
. the draft-gear boxes, and the shaker

. brackets on the hopper bays. The sill

. stubs and body bolsters are molded as a
. single unit that fits around the bosses.
built by ACF in March 1975. The covered :

. The sample we received has a smooth,
. even coat of gray paint. Graphic place-

. ment matches a prototype image of

. another car from the class in Western

. Pacific Color Guide to Freight and

. Passenger Equipment by Jim Eager
(Morning Sun Books Inc., 2001)

Prototype drawings for the covered

. hopper were published in ACF Center

. Flow CF 4600 by Eric A. Neubauer ;
. (Society of Freight Car Historians, 1994). :
. The Athearn model matches or is within :
. scale inches of published dimensions.

There were a few detail discrepancies.

. The side ladder stiles are attached to the
. exterior of the side sheet, but should be
. tucked behind it. The roping tabs should :
. be inboard of the body bolsters.
. To see how the Genesis-series car per- :
. formed in an operating layout environ-
. ment, I took the covered hopper over to
: our Milwaukee, Racine & Troy State
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. Line Route layout. I pushed and pulled
. the car in a mainline freight; ran it

. through the crossover at Williams Bay;,
. Wis,; and had it in a cut of cars while

. switching the yard at Rockford, Ill. The
. covered hopper ran without issue in all
. three scenarios.

The paint schemes in this run of
. Athearn ACF 4600 Center Flows repre-

sent cars in service from the mid-1970s

. to the present day. If you'd rather paint

. your own cars, Athearn offers undeco-

. rated models with pre- and post-1971

. details. The Genesis-series model is sure
. to be a standout in your rolling stock

. fleet. — Cody Grivno, senior editor

Facts & features

Price: Single car, $39.99 (Primed for
Grime, $44.95); three-pack, $104.99
Manufacturer

Athearn Trains

2904 Research Rd.

Champaign, IL 61822

athearn.com

Era: 1975+ to present (varies based on
paint scheme)

Road names: Single cars — Western
Pacific, Burlington Northern, First Union
Rail (Primed for Grime), St. Marys Railway
West (Primed for Grime), and undecorated
(pre- and post-1971 body styles). Single
cars and three-pack — Rock Island.
Features

® 36" metal wheelsets, in gauge

e Body-mounted McHenry scale couplers,
® Minimum radius, 93/4"

® Weight, 1.1 ounces (correct per National
Model Railroad Association Recommend-
ed Practice 20.1).
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An Erie RR International Car Co. (ICC)
bay-window caboose is now available
from Tangent Scale Models. The HO
scale model, the ninth caboose offered

schemes depicting the car from its deliv-
ery in the early 1950s to an example
that’s still in service today.

Erie RR ordered 50 bay-window
cabooses from ICC in Kenton, Ohio, in
1953. The cabooses were numbered C301
through C350.

Our review sample is decorated as
Erie RR C311, based on the full-size
caboose built in June 1953. Following the
1960 merger between Erie and Delaware,

caboose became part of the newly cre-
ated Erie Lackawanna fleet, retaining its
original number. It was painted in the
Spartan Red and gray, maroon, and yel-
low schemes during its time on the EL.

After the creation of Conrail in April
1976, the bay-window caboose became
part of the new railroad’s N7D class and
was renumbered 21127. The caboose was
involved in a wreck and scrapped in
February 1983.

The plastic caboose is complemented
with see-through metal end platforms,
etched-metal treadplate steps, and
formed wire parts.

diagonal-panel roof detailed with a
wagon wheel antenna and ground plane,
a smokejack, and vent pipes. A variety of
freestanding parts are found on the sides
and ends, including metal curved side
and vertical end grab irons and metal
windshield wipers on the bay window.
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Die-cast metal was used for the

. underframe. The center sill assembly

. (sills, cross members, body bolsters, and
. draft-gear boxes) is a single plastic mold-
by the manufacturer, is available in paint :

ing. The brake system consists of plastic

. and formed wire parts.

Inside, the caboose has a detailed

. interior illuminated with golden light-

. emitting-diodes, simulating the incan-
. descent bulbs used on the full-size

. caboose. The lights, along with the cor-
. ner lanterns, can be turned on and off

. with the supplied magnetic wand.

The Erie caboose is equipped with

. newly-tooled General Steel Casting

. Corp. “express” trucks with separate

. brake beam detail.

Lackawanna & Western, the bay-window :

. The sample we received is neatly

. painted in Erie’s as-delivered paint

. scheme. The color separation lines are

. crisp, and the white printing is opaque.

Prototype drawings of the C301

. through C350 series of cabooses :
. appeared in the Erie Lackawanna Freight :
. Equipment Diagram Book published by
. Erie Model Works. The Tangent caboose :
. matches published dimensions. 5

Two wheelsets were slightly out of

. gauge. Since the model uses metal wheel
. stubs mounted on plastic axles, the _
. minor issue was easy to correct. I simply
. held the axle and gently twisted the *
. wheels to bring them into gauge.

Erie C311 has an overhanging Stanray :

Then I took the model over to our

. Milwaukee, Racine & Troy East Troy

. Industrial Park layout to see how it per-

. formed on an operating layout. I ran the
. caboose on the main, through a curved

. turnout, over a 30-degree crossing, and ~ :
. on industrial tracks. The caboose had no
. issues navigating our project layout. '

FOR SERVICE

. Tangent Scale Models has raised the

. bar for HO scale plastic caboose models.
. Fans of the Erie RR and its successors

. will want to check out this model. —

. Cody Grivno, senior editor

Thanks to Paul Tupaczewski, Erie Lacka-
. wanna RR Historical Society modeling
. advisor, for the prototype history info.

Facts & features

Price: $149.95 (undecorated kit, $99.95)
Manufacturer

Tangent Scale Models

P.O. Box 6514

Asheville, NC 28816
tangentscalemodels.com

Era: 1953 to present (varies based on
paint scheme)

Road names: Erie RR (1953 delivery red),
Conrail (June 1976 and 1981+ blue
repaints), Delaware & Hudson (1980+
simple repaint and 1981+ Bridge Line
repaint), Erie Lackawanna (1966 simplified
repaint and 1973 gray-and-maroon
scheme), and Reading & Northern
(2014+). One to six road numbers per
scheme. Undecorated kits (four body
styles) also available.

Features

® 33" metal wheel stubs mounted on
plastic axles

® Body-mounted Kadee scale couplers, at
correct height

e Minimum radius, 18"

® Weight: 4.3 ounces, .6 ounce too heavy
per National Model Railroad Association
Recommended Practice 20.1
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By Cody Grivno

Below the road number on VIA Rail F40PH-2D No. 6406 (Rapido Trains), Canadian National GP9 No. 4411 (Athearn), and
Canadian Pacific ES44AC No. 8912 (ScaleTrains) is an alpha-numeric code. We help a Model Railroader forum user learn how

to crack the codes once again. Cody Grivno photo

Canadian diesel locomotive classifications

Canadian National and Canadian Pacific locomotive

classifications are located under the road number
on the cabs of many of their diesels. | used to know
how to decode them, but | don’t remember anymore.
Does anyone mind giving me a refresher on this?

CJL_Railfan, via the MR Forums
. unit), G (road switcher with steam generator), L (lead
: hump unit), and T (trailing hump unit).

The Canadian Trackside Guide, published by the
Bytown Railway Society Inc., provides a breakdown
of what the alpha-numeric classifications stand for on
Canadian National, Canadian Pacific, and VIA Rail
Canada diesels. Since there are more classifications than
we have time to cover here, I'll use three models as
examples: Canadian National GP9 No. 4411 from
Athearn, VIA Rail Canada F40PH-2D No. 6406 from
Rapido Trains, and Canadian Pacific ES44AC No. 8912
from ScaleTrains.

Canadian National No. 4411 was built by General
Motors Diesel Division, the Canadian subsidiary of
Electro-Motive Division, as No. 1735 in March 1955. In
1956 it was renumbered 4411.

When you look below the road number on the cab
side, you can see the classification GR-17a. That alpha-
numeric code indicates the following: G is General
Motors Diesel Division; R is road switching; 17 is horse-
power rounded to the nearest hundred; and a is the
order the unit came from.

Canadian National also uses E and M as builder
designations for General Electric and Montreal Locomo-

: tive Works (and Bombardier Inc.), respectively. There are
. six different letters that can come after the lead letter

. in the classification: F (road freight), H (hump), P (pas-

. senger), R (road switching), S (switching), and Y (yard).

Occasionally, a third letter is used in CN diesel
classifications before the dash: A (cab unit), B (booster

After the dash in CN classifications are two or three

. numbers. Two digits indicates the horsepower, rounded
. to the nearest hundred. If there are three digits, the

: lead number indicates the number of axles on the

. diesel, followed by the horsepower.

VIA Rail Canada follows CN’s locomotive classification

: practices. Under the road number on VIA Rail Canada

: FA0PH-2D No. 6404 is GPA-30a. In this code, G is General
: Motors Diesel Division, P is passenger, A is cab unit, 30 is
: horsepower rounded to the nearest hundred, and a is

. the order the locomotive is from.

Canadian Pacific’s class designations are a bit less

. involved. Below the road number on CP ES44AC

. No. 8912 are two designations. One is ES44AC, which is
. General Electric’'s model designation. To the left of that
. is DRF-44, CP’s classification. DRF is Diesel Road Freight
. and 44 is horsepower rounded to the nearest hundred.
: Two other prefixes used by CP are DRS (Diesel Road

: Switcher) and DS (Diesel Switcher). Like CN, CP also uses
. suffixes after the horsepower to identify which order

. the locomotive is from.

Send questions on model, prototype, and toy trains to AskTrains@Trains.com.
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(@ Several years ago you did a
demonstration on ballasting track for a
steam-to-diesel transition era railroad.
You lined the edge of the stone ballast

with cinders. | understand why because :

it substituted for some of the stone
ballast to help with drainage and
control erosion, saved money, and
provided a place for the cinder waste
the railroad had to get rid of. Did the
railroads place only cinders as ballast
on certain selected sidings (which
ones?) and branch line spurs?

() Model Railroader Consulting Editor
Tony Koester responded:

Everybody loves free stuff, and the
frugal railroads were no exception. In
the steam era on railroads that burned
coal for fuel, locomotives produced a
considerable quantity of cinders. It
needed to be disposed of, and it was
available at no additional cost. So where
a main track was not ballasted with
stone, cinders were commonly used.

When it came time to ballast the track on his diorama, Paul J. Dolkos used crushed
Dr. Tom Hiser :

rocks on the main line (right) and cinders on the siding. Also notice that Paul added

rigorously as main lines. Paul J. Dolkos photo

. build up the roadbed under the deep

. layer of stone ballast on main tracks. A

. Nickel Plate Road cross-section drawing
. shows 6" of cinders and 8" of stone bal-

. last under the ties at the track centerline.
. It did not specity the depth of cinders in
. adjacent tracks, but they’re generally

. considerably lower than the main line

. because of the lack of stone ballast.

They were also used as a “subroadbed” to

Track at a mainline turnout, therefore,

. a few weeds between the ties on the siding. Railroads didn’t maintain sidings as

gradually ramps down to the lower
. height of a side track.

So it’s reasonable to assume that for

. most Eastern, Southern, and Midwestern
. railroads, which used coal-burning loco-
. motives, cinders were used for almost

. everything from sidings and industrial

. spurs to yards and some branch lines.

. Many short lines also used cinders for

. mainline ballast.
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A ‘clean’ way to bend hardboard

Tempered hardboard has long been a
staple in the hobby. The material is sold
in 4 x 8-foot panels (as well as smaller
2 x 4- and 4 x 4-foot handi-panels) in
various thicknesses, including 4", %",

and !/4". You can find it at home improve- :
. valances. It might have been easier had I
. used '4"-thick hardboard, but I wanted : ==
. thicker material to offer less flexing when : ey
. I glued the photo backdrop to it.” |

ment stores. Some common uses for the
thinner panels in model railroading
include valances, fascias, and backdrops.

Though the pressed wood fiber panels
have been used on countless number of
layouts over the years, the one drawback
is that the material is difficult to bend —
or is it? Consulting Editor Tony Koester
needed a 12"-radius curve in his %6 -
thick hardboard backdrop to fit in a cor-
ner. While on the Proto-Layouts chat
group, several modelers suggested spray-
ing the area that needed to be curved
with Windex glass cleaner with
Ammonia-D.

“I couldn’t find anything but regular
Windex, but I did find a spray bottle of
ammonia lurking under the kitchen

the hardboard with both liquids, but
especially the rough backside, which

. would be in tension. I then weighted
. down the long end and clamped the

. short end to the balusters in my back
. porch railing.

“It worked!” Tony reported. “This
would work equally well for fascias and

A few days later Tony sent me a

. follow-up email with another post from
. the Proto-Layout group. Member Randy
. Seller wrote, “Get some Formula 409

. spray cleaner. Spray the hardboard liber-
. ally with that and you will feel it relaxing :
. as you spray. Rub it in and bend the

. panel to your heart’s content. I made

. some very tight bends in hardboard with
. this technique.”

Whether you choose Windex or

. Formula 409 to help bend hardboard,

. use the cleaner in a well-ventilated area
. and wear chemical-resistant gloves, eye
sink,” Tony wrote. “I soaked both sides of :

protection, and other personal protective

. gear recommended on the product pack-
. aging and manufacturer websites.

Another mortar solution

| read Editor Eric White’s “How to
color brick structures” article in the
August 2026 issue of Model Rail-
roader in which he describes using
joint compound to simulate mortar

in joint compound but continually
ran into the same problem he did: the
compound softens the red paint used
on the bricks and turns the mortar

. pink. At one point I thought I'd discov-

. ered the solution by first painting the

. plastic bricks with solvent-based paint to
. see if that would alleviate the pink prob-
. lem. It kind of did ... sort of.

on brick models. I was a great believer :

Later I learned about the most undis-

. covered product in model railroading;
. Robert’s Brick Mortar Formula. I'll never :
. go back to joint compound again.

. Robert’s Brick Mortar Formula is a

r.“" / ROBERTS
Iy

'|. BRICK
|MORTAR

FORMULA

‘. a h
Pruiyy] FOR THE REAL LOOK OF
BRICK & STONE
; I[;::.;h: bins daicium carbenade. May ! ml: : ;

Want to add realistic-looking mortar to your brick buildings? Gerry Leone
recommends Robert’s Brick Mortar Formula. Gerry Leone photo

20 Trains.com

: Model Railroader Consulting Editor

. Tony Koester needed a 12"-radius curve
. in his tempered hardboard backdrop.
. After spraying the panel with Windex
. window cleaner and ammonia, he

. weighted down the long end and

. clamped the short end to the balusters
. on his porch. The finished backdrop is
. shown above. As you can see, the

. tempered hardboard holds its shape

. nicely. Tony Koester photo

e TS
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. water-based, non-toxic, water-soluble
. solution that’s safe for plastic, plaster,

. and epoxy. It contains infinitely fine

. calcium carbonate powder, which

. Google tells me is the main compo-

. nent of several types of rocks. Brush it
: on to your brick structure, let it dry,

and then wipe off the film from the

. faces of the bricks. The remaining cal-
. cium carbonate creates perfect white

. mortar lines [Robert’s Brick Mortar is
. a division of South Side Trains in

. Milwaukee. You can order it direct at
. southsidetrains.com. — Ed.]

The result looks absolutely great.

. The process is nowhere near as prob-

. lematic as joint compound, and

. there’s very little “picking compound

. out of nooks and crannies all over the
. wall,” as Eric described.

You can darken the white mortar

. by brushing on a thin mixture of
. India ink and alcohol, as you can see
. on the left sides of my tests.

Can you tell I'm sold on this stuff?

. — Gerry Leone, host, “Spaces to
. Places” on Trains.com Video
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While Chris Adams’ large east end yard has multiple tracks and plenty of room for engine and rolling stock storage, he

determined all prototype mainline operations could be supported by just a four-track staging yard at the west end. A cover
protects the staged trains during operating sessions. Chris Adams photos

My hometown of Old Saybrook,
Conn., was not only the south end of the
branch line I model, but is also the one
town I model on the New Haven RR’s
busy Shore Line route. To support so

many mainline trains, my original design :

included a large staging yard in a sepa-
rate room at one end of a dogbone main
line. The idea had been to have this large
yard feed westbound trains directly, but
eastbound trains would travel on hidden
track behind the Saybrook scene before
looping back “on stage” through town.
After construction was well under-
way, I finally came to my senses (with

the help of my friends) and ditched the

idea of so much hidden, inaccessible
track. But I also wanted to avoid east-
bound trains having to first head west
through Saybrook. The solution was to
add a staging yard at the “west” end of
the railroad to feed eastbound trains.
Unfortunately, I had never planned
on staging at that end of the railroad,
and I didn’t think there was any room
for it. But in a classic example of form
following function, I sacrificed some
aisle space and shoehorned a west end
staging yard on a shelf cantilevered off

. the front of the layout.

Among all the skills our wonderful
hobby demands, “problem solving”
is probably the most common and
broadly applied. As you can see from
this project, a solution may present
itself as long as you're willing to think
inside the box.

Chris Adams has been into the hobby

since his first copy of Model Railroader

(January 1983). His “Valley Local” layout

was featured in Model Railroad Planning
2026, and depicts the New York, New

Haven & Hartford's Connecticut Valley
. Line during the late 1940s.
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STEP 1 BUILD THE BENCHWORK

The staging yard is built
on an 8"-wide shelf,
which was initially 8 feet
long (to match the layout
section to which it would
be attached). | started by
adding metal shelf brack-
ets to the legs of the lay-
out. You can find the
brackets at big box home
improvement centers like
The Home Depot, Lowe’s,
and Menards, and at well-
stocked hardware stores.
The metal shelf brack-
ets | purchased had pre-
drilled mounting holes. |
attached the brackets to
the layout’s legs with
Phillips head screws.

Then | built an open grid frame of 1 x 3s. The frame is 81/2 " Ontop of the open grid frame | added a /2" plywood op
wide and 8'-0" long. as the subroadbed.

I extended the frame 2 feet farther with a drop-down to Once the track was all in place | hid the staging under a

allow easy access to my electrical panel. Rerailing tracks cover. | did not make a cover for the 2-foot drop-down
simplify working with rolling stock. staging extension.

22 Trains.com
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STEP 2 * BUILD A COVER

'.w-rf iu".':‘

The aisle is only about 24" wide here, and | didn’t want | added a 6" high wall 6'-8'2" long to the front of the
errant elbows knocking models onto the floor. To prevent  staging yard benchwork. Then | used a long piano hinge
that from happening | built a hinged cover fashioned from to attach a lid made from 2" plywood cut 82" wide by
plywood to protect the trains. 6'-33/4" long that can be opened for easy access.

- o

(ot

ﬂF .‘-‘ 4 '. .-'?- .- e ; ‘-1. f ' \r'-. , : r/
| added small L-brackets to the layout fascia to support Finally, | attached support wires from those brackets on
the lid when closed. the layout fascia to hooks on the front wall to prevent the

cover from pulling away.

Materials list

Lumber 6-foot piano hinge

Benchwork: 1 x 3 dimen- 3" hinges to connect

sional lumber, with drop-down extension (2)

crosspieces on 16" centers Small (1") L brackets (4)

Subroadbed, front wall, and (mounted on layout as rests

lid: /2" plywood for the lid)

Front wall: 6" x 6'-8'/~" Cuphooks (2) (mounted on

Lid: 812" x 6'-33/4" front wall)

Picture hanger wire (to tie
| Hardware cuphooks to small L brackets

When | was done, | had created a staging yard in a box. 9" x 11" shelf brackets (2) to anchor wall/lid)

This not only protected the rolling stock but provided an
operator’s shelf at the same time.
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How to use paint, detall parts, weathering, and decals to make Bachmann'’s

By Michael Haworth
Photos by the author

O scale Siemens SC-44 Chargers match their full-size counterparts

Charger diesel locomotives. His easy-to-follow techniques make these factory-fresh models look like they are in the early stages
of earning their keep moving commuter trains through the Golden State.

hen Bachmann announced
its HO scale Siemens SC-44
Charger diesel locomotives
decorated in the North
County Transit District Coaster and
Amtrak Pacific Surfliner paint schemes,
[ knew I had to get some. The models,
which feature a plastic body and die-cast
metal chassis, have a mix of molded and
factory-applied details, allowing them to
withstand normal handling in an
operating layout environment. The
modern four-axle units also have a
factory-installed TCS WOWSound
decoder and a full suite of light-
emitting-diode lighting effects, which
add realism to operating sessions.
Though the Bachmann models are
fine straight from the box, some simple
upgrades made them look more like the
1:1 diesels found on the West Coast.
Instead of sweating every last detail, I
focused on those that had the most
visual impact. Some of my techniques
were universal for all three units, such as
tweaking parts on the front and rear
pilots, painting and detailing the cab

24 Trains.com

interior, enhancing the molded and
freestanding details with paint and
weathering, and installing Kadee metal
SF shelf couplers.

In other instances, the upgrades were
prototype specific. For example, the
California DOT units (CDTX 2111 and
2121) decorated in Amtrak’s Pacific
Surfliner scheme lacked Caltrans
lettering at the rear of the carbody sides.
Those units, as well as the Coaster
engine, also needed the California state
flag in the upper rear corner of both
sides. I had custom decals produced so I
could add those graphics.

The Bachmann HO scale Siemens
SC-44 Chargers are based on some of the
newest diesel locomotives on the rails
today. With a bit of weathering and
detail work, I was able to make them
look even more like the prototypes
theyre based on.

Michael Haworth lives in southern

California and models in HO and G
scales. This is his first byline in Model
Railroader magazine.
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Materials list

Details West
AS-184 Automatic
Train Stop (Pacific
Surfliner only)
HC-388 HEP cables
for Amtrak
locomotives

Kadee
118 couplers

Precision
Design Co.
Custom decals for
Caltrans and
California flag
details

Tru-Color Paint
TCP-065 Southern
Pacific Lark Dark
Gray

.

\

Vallejo Model
Air paint

71.032 Golden
Brown

71.042 Dark Brown
71.063 Silver
71.133 Dirt

White Rose
Hobbies
WRH1000 AEl tags

Miscellaneous
Crew figures
Flat black, blue,

and yellow paint




STEP 1 // LOCOMOTIVE DISASSEMBLY

CORSTER

HOETH COUNTY TRAMSIT DISTRICT

| gently moved the metal wheel wipers
out of the way. Then | painted the
outer edge and center face of each
wheel with Vallejo Model Air Dark
Brown (71.042). | was careful to keep
paint off the brake discs, wheel treads,
and axle tips @). [To remove residue
from the manufacturing process and
any excess lubrication, wipe the wheel
faces with a cotton swab dipped in 70%
isopropyl alcohol prior to applying the
paint. — Ed.]

E

After the paint dried on the wheel
faces, | reinstalled the truck sideframes
and axle retainers. To break up the uni-
form gray of the sideframes, | used a
toothpick to paint the molded cables
flat black. | applied silver paint in a few
spots to simulate the connections and
clips where the cables are attached to
the sideframes. | also put silver on the
top of each shock absorber @).

On the Amtrak Pacific Surfliner units
| added an Automatic Train Stop shoe

:::

To make the Bachmann HO scale Siemens SC44
Charger easier to work on, | disassembled each
model. | started by removing the front pilot and
the four screws that hold the shell to the frame @).

Next, | disconnected the lighting harness that
runs from the printed-circuit board above the rear
truck to the lights attached to the body shell @.
With the screws removed and the wiring harness
detached, the shell easily slid off the frame. | set
the injection-molded plastic shell aside for the
time being.

| then turned my attention to trucks. First, |
removed the axle retainers. To do this, | released
the four tabs (two per side, partially hidden behind
the wheels) that fit over raised nubs on the gear
case. Once detached, the truck sideframes easily
released from the holes in the gear case ).

With the SC44 partially disassembled, it was
time to dig into the individual projects.

to the second axle on the engineer’s
side. | modified the Details West white-
metal casting (AS-184) by cutting out
the center portion so it would fit
around the axle cover.

| painted the metal casting Tru-Color
Paint SP Lark Dark Gray (TCP-065). After
the paint had dried, | applied Vallejo
Model Air Golden Brown (71.032) to
match prototype photos €). | painted
the digital fuel gauge black with silver
trim, also visible in €).
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STEP 3 // FRONT AND REAR PILOTS
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On the front pilot, | tucked the m.u.
hose clusters behind the plow. | painted
the glad hands on the m.u. and train
line hoses silver. Then | painted the top
of the coupler pockets with Tru-Color
Paint SP Lark Dark Gray @).

The rear of the SC44 Charger has a
molded plastic train line hose, m.u.
hose clusters on the rear pilot, and a
closed HEP cable receptacle. As before,

| painted the glad hands silver on the
m.u. and train line hoses @).

| carefully shaved off the red recep-
tacle covers and saved them. | then
used No. 65 bit in a pin vise to drill
holes for the Details West HEP cables
(HC-388). | painted the HEP connection
to the pilot silver and the exposed plas-
tic on the receptacle Tru-Color SP Lark
Dark Gray to match the pilot.

P '"-“-H"-'- t;._.: =l « .

Next, | bent the HEP cables to shape
and painted the connection to the pilot
silver, the male end of the cable yellow,
and the cables black. After the paint
had dried, | added yellow and blue
bands to match the full-size cables. |
used glue to re-attach the receptacle
covers and touched up the red paint
€). | also installed a Kadee No. 118 cou-
pler during reassembly.

STEP 4 // CAB INTERIOR

| gently spread the shell to release the
cab interior, which is one piece gray
molding @. Since the interior is visible
through the two large cab windows, |
decided to dress it up a bit. First, using

26 Trains.com

a sharpened toothpick, | applied a dot
of black paint to the forward-facing
camera to represent the lens @).

Then | used black, red, and silver to
paint the screens, seats, and various

28 29 30 31

e

raised details on the desktop control
console €). To give the cabs a lived-in
look, | added crew figures to the seats
and scaled down timetables and paper-
work to the dashboards. | even put a




blue tissue box in one cab interior @. If
| had it to do over again, | would have
placed more of the paperwork away
from the corners of the dashboard as

they’re mostly covered by the locomo-
tive shell.

Finally, | added window shades using

a fabric pattern printed on computer

paper. Each window shade is at a differ-
ent position to provide visual interest
@. An example of a completed and
reassembled cab is shown in €.

STEP 5 // ROOF WORK

The roof on the Bachmann SC-44
Charger is the part of the model most
operators and visitors will see, so | spent
quite a bit of time on it. First, | painted
the inside of the exhaust stack on each
model flat black @). This can be done
with a fine paint brush or superfine
Microbrush.

Next, | used blue painter’s tape to
mask the exhaust stack on top of the
diesel engine room and the vent on top
of the second electrical equipment

compartment. | used an airbrush to
spray these areas with a light coat of
flat black paint @.

On the North County Transit District
Coaster unit, | drybrushed the grills
over the engine cooling compartment
fans a dirty silver color that | made by
mixing equal parts Vallejo Model Air
Dirt (71.133) and Silver (71.063). You can
see the difference between the weath-
ered and unweathered grills on the
Bachmann model in €).

All of the units have three round
antennas on top of the second electri-
cal equipment compartment. | brush-
painted the raised details white to
match the prototype commuter loco-
motives @), next page.

Then | shifted my attention to some
of the smaller details near the front of
the locomotive. | used a fine paintbrush
to apply a wash of thinned black paint
to bring out the grill detail on the air
conditioner @.
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On unit No. 2111, the two antennas
on top of the first electrical equipment
compartment were installed backwards
at the factory. Instead of facing for-
ward, as shown in @, the antennas
should be facing the rear of the loco-
motive. Fortunately, this was an easy
fix. | used a flat-blade screwdriver to

Y

remove the plastic detail parts. Then |
re-installed the antennas facing the
proper direction.

The air horns, located on top of the
first electrical equipment compart-
ment, are painted gray on the North
County Transit District Coaster and
Amtrak Pacific Surfliner engines.

STEP 6 // DECALS, AEI TAGS, AND MORE
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The Bachmann models decorated in
the Amtrak Pacific Surfliner scheme lack
the Caltrans lettering and California
state flag found on the rear of the car-
body sides on the full-size locomotives.
The North County Transit District

28 Trains.com

Coaster diesel is also missing the state
flags in the same locations.

To remedy this, | had Precision
Design Co. produce waterslide decals
for the SC-44 diesels. The Caltrans

decals were printed on clear decal film.

However, the front of each chime has a
conical shape representing stainless
steel debris covers found on the proto-
type locomotives. To make the covers
stand out from the factory-painted
chimes, | painted them with the same
1:1 mix of Vallejo Model Air Dirt and
Silver that | used earlier @.

The California state flags were scaled
and reproduced on white decal film ).

| trimmed the four Caltrans decals as
close to the graphics as possible to elim-
inate excess decal film. | cut the six state
flags to a rectangle shape @).
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After soaking the decals in distilled
water, which is free of minerals that
may dry as white spots on the models, |
placed them on the locomotives and
blotted off the excess water. Even
though the decals were put on smooth
surfaces, | still applied decal setting
solution to give them a painted-on
appearance. The decaled engines are
shown in €).

| then added Automatic Equipment
|dentification (AEI) tags from White
Rose Hobbies to the tabs that hang
below the sills by the rear axle on the
front truck @. | attached the injection-
molded polystyrene details with a dab
of Testor’s Clear Parts Cement.

To wrap up the project | made lami-
nated double-sided cards for each loco-
motive. The front of each card has a
color picture of the locomotive, the
railroad name, model designation, and
road number.

The back of each card has the road
name, locomotive type, and Digital
Command Control decoder address. |
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also included handling instructions so
operators don’t damage the details and
weathering. The remainder of the
reverse of each card lists the different
decoder functions @).

In addition, | modified the front of
the cards to make new labels for the
boxes. This makes it easy to spot the
models when they're in storage (.
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With that, my Bachmann HO scale
Siemens SC-44 Chargers decorated in
California commuter paint schemes
were ready to earn their keep hauling
passengers through the Golden State,
as shown in the photo below. Hopefully
you can put some or all of these easy-
to-follow techniques to use in your next
locomotive modeling project. [3

R
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MODEL RAILROAD PLANNING

Clinchfield’s
arolina Division

Books and magazine articles pointed the
way to a great model railroad

By Brent Johnson e Photos by Dan Munson except as noted
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ome of my earliest memories of railroading are of Conrail and

Chessie System around where I grew up in Dayton, Ohio.

However, it was frequent trips to visit family in Harlan, Ky., that
exposed me to the grit and grime of Appalachian railroading on the
Louisville & Nashville’s (later CSX) Cumberland Valley Subdivision.
Perhaps it was a cab ride in an L&N GP38-2 that cemented my love for
railroading in that region.

Years later, after stumbling across old
copies of the November and December
1976 Railroad Model Craftsman, 1 also
learned about the Clinchfield RR. In
those issues, a two-part article by Jim
Boyd and Tony Koester exposed me to
this captivating 277-mile-long Class I
railroad that ran from Elkhorn City, Ky,

south to Spartanburg, S.C. The full-color
book Clinchfield Country by Steve King
further cemented my interest in this rail-
road. Unfortunately, by this time, the
Clinchfield was gone, absorbed with the
other members of The Family Lines
System into Seaboard System in 1983,
and later into CSX.

From prototype to model

In 2012, my wife and I purchased our
current home. Included with the home
was an unfinished 35 x 51-foot basement

with an additional 14 x 14-foot area
under the sunroom. Now I could finally
begin designing and planning by dream
layout. Prior to the purchase of our new
home, I had already begun researching
potential areas to model. For certain, I
would model the 1970s, as it is my favor-
ite era of American railroading. Between
the mix of first- and second-generation
diesels, mergers and the variety that goes
along with them, and the colorful mix of
rolling stock, the 1970s was an interest-
ing time.

Although I considered modeling a
portion of the L&N’s Eastern Kentucky
lines because of my childhood experi-
ences, my planning sessions kept bring-
ing me back to the Clinchfield. The pro-
totype I wanted to model had to have a
variety of traffic: long coal drags with
helpers, hotshot manifest freights, and
plenty of local freights to keep crew
members busy. I also wanted enough
negative space between towns so road

@ Clinchfield RR Electro-
| Motive Division SD45 3625
| leads train No. 97, the Florida
' Perishable, through Chesnee,
+ S.C,, on Brent Johnson's HO

scale layout. The multideck

. walk-in Clinchfield Carolina
Division Is set in western
North and South Carolina
between 1979 and 1981.
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MODEL RAILROAD PLANNING

crews would get the feeling of going
somewhere. Well-known modeler Gerry
Leone refers to these areas as the spaces
between places.

Now that I settled on the Clinchfield
as a prototype, I had to decide what por-
tion of the Clinchfield I would focus on.
The far north end from Elkhorn City, Ky.,
to Dante, Va., was dominated by coal.
While I love Appalachian coal hauling, I
wanted the opportunity to model a vari-
ety of industries. I then turned my sights
toward the industrial areas of Kingsport
and Johnson City, Tenn.

My first step was to make a 365-mile
field trip from my home in Troy, Ohio, to
those areas, accompanied by Clinchfield
expert and Kingsport native C.K. Marsh.
When I got home, I purchased 3rd Planlt
track-planning software and came up
with several designs that fit my footprint.
To effectively model this region of the

railroad, however, I needed to allocate
quite a bit of real estate to yards and
industrial complexes. While this would
add a lot of operational switching chal-
lenges, my desire for additional negative
space far outweighed the need for com-
plex switching.

Armed with a copy of C.K.’s book,
Clinchfield in Color Vol. 1, 1 began look-
ing at a region of the Clinchfield that I
hadn’t really considered in the past: the
south end of the railroad. Whereas the
prototype Clinchfield didn’t divide itself
into divisions or subdivisions per se, the
railroad was effectively divided into two
parts at Erwin, Tenn., the railroad’s main
shops and headquarters. The south end of
the railroad left Erwin, then went up,
over, and through the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains. After reaching the summit at
Altapass, N.C., the Clinchfield descended
the Blue Ridge via the well-known Loops.

K%

(staging)

2

SCL Charlotte Sub

SCL to Hamlet
/

HO scale (1:87.1)
Scale of plan: 18" =1'-0", 24"

lllustration by Kellie Jaeger

The landscape gradually became
flatter as the railroad entered the
piedmont region of North and South
Carolina, finally ending in Spartanburg,
S.C., and an important connection
with the Southern Ry. (today’s Norfolk
Southern). The south end was rich in
minerals such as feldspar, mica, and
olivine, making the Clinchfield an
important link to ship these minerals
to market. The south end was also a
pipeline to ship the coal that originated
on the north end to hungry power
plants throughout the southeast.
Through books and online research,

[ observed vignettes of locations like
Kona, Spruce Pine, and Marion, N.C,,
places that begged to be re-created on a
model railroad.

The abundant coal trains required
helpers from Erwin to Altapass, while
trains like No. 97, the Florida Perishable,

Clinchfield Carolina Division

Room size: 35 x 51 feet plus 14 feet x 14 feet

grid

Numbered arrows indicate photo locations

@ Find more plans online in the Trains.com Track Plan Database.
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brought fresh produce and priority
freight from Florida to northern mar-
kets. Several shifters (locals) were sta-
tioned throughout the region to serve a
wide range of local customers. After
careful consideration, I decided the
south end of the Clinchfield fit well with
what I desired in a model railroad. I
affectionately named my future railroad
The Carolina Division.

By this time in my life, I had a family
and other responsibilities, so I knew that
it would be unlikely that I would be able
to take a field trip to this region anytime
soon. [ would have to do my research
with a keyboard and a mouse. We live in
a remarkable time where a lot of infor-
mation is available at our fingertips.
Google Earth is an amazing tool for
researching a railroad’s right-of-way and
track arrangements, but it is only as good
as the year the satellite photo was taken.

Much has changed since the late 1970s,
so I had to rely on books, old photos, and
talking to veteran railroaders to get the
information I needed.

Givens and druthers

After studying Tony Koester’s books,
Planning Your Model Railroad (Kalm-
bach Publishing Co., 2015) and
Multideck Design for Model Railroads
(Kalmbach Media, 2021), I compiled a
list of my givens and druthers — things I
had to have, and things [ would like to
have but could live without. One given
was that the layout would be a multideck
“no-lix” design — that is, a continuous
climb with no space-eating helix
between levels. Some rough calculations
showed me that I could easily maintain a
continuous grade of 1 to 1.5% while
keeping switching locations level, an

?

Fitness area

Dispatcher’s desk
-1 and CTC machine

CTC signals

1-unit signal (Absolute)
1-unit signal (Intermediate)
2-unit signal (Absolute)
Dwart signal (Absolute)
Dwart signal (Intermediate)

Spruce Pintﬁir Wholesale Co.

important consideration to keep cars
from unintentionally moving from their
spotted locations.

The layout would be built with proto-
typical operations as the primary goal.
With that in mind, I would have to leave

The layout at a glance

Name: Clinchfield Carolina Division
Scale: HO (1:87.1)

Size: 35 x 51 feet plus 14 x 14 feet
Prototype: Clinchfield RR

Locale: western North and South Carolina
Era: 1979 to 1981

Style: multideck walk-in

Mainline run: 575 feet

Minimum radius: 36"

Minimum turnout: No. 6

Maximum grade: 2%

Train length: 22 feet

Benchwork: open grid

Height: 37" to 65"

Roadbed: cork on plywood and spline
Track: code 83 main, code 70 elsewhere
Scenery: ground goop over gauze and
foam

Backdrop: 4" hardboard

Control: NCE wireless DCC

Mitchell Lumber

Spruce Pine

B
Depot

Harris Clay

g 7
Henredon Furniture  Vance Tunnel

Altapass

Hill Track

Pine Ridge Ridge Tunnel

Tunngl

Lift-out £ ==
_ U Explosive Supply
Erwin
temporary
staging
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9 Three Electro- Motwe Dlwsu:)n SD405 aII Kato models lead northbound traln No
95 through the north-end control point at Sevier, N.C. A southbound coal train

waits in the passing siding.

out some of the scenic gems that the
Clinchfield was known for in exchange
for modeling locations that play a bigger
role in the operations of the railroad. For
instance, the Loops are a well-known
engineering marvel that began the rail-
road’s descent of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains at Altapass, N.C. While this could
have been a scenic cornerstone of my lay-
out with all of the tunnels and turnback
curves, it would have taken a significant
amount of real estate to model effectively.
On a layout designed for operations, this
real estate would be better served with the
addition of another passing siding or
modeled industry.

Several additional givens included
36"-minimum mainline radius with
superelevated curves, No. 6 minimum
turnouts, and 36"-minimum aisle width.
With those givens and my list of other
givens and druthers in hand, I turned to
my track planning software. I began

34 Trains.com

locating the staging yards, classification
yards, and Layout Design Elements
(LDEs: visibly and operationally recog-
nizable models of actual places), which
included all of the must-have locations I
wanted to model.

The LDEs were then connected with
a single-track main line, which gave me
the negative space I desired. After spend-
ing significant time in the research-and-
planning phase, I came up with a track
plan I was happy with. But there was one
problem: Up to this point in my model-
ing career, my previous layout building
attempts were borderline disastrous.

Learning from an MR prolect

['ve been a model railroader for as
long as I can remember. Like many mod-
elers, I built several layouts over the years
that did not get much farther than ply-
wood and a few patches of ground foam.

My previous attempts at layout construc-
tion would be best described as kindling
for a bonfire.

[ realized that if I were going to take
on such a massive undertaking as build-
ing the Carolina Division, I needed to
prove to myself that I could build a lay-
out from start to finish. The model rail-
road would need to operate well and look
just as good. I didn’t want to waste time
and money building a large railroad,
only for it to end up in a Dumpster.

['ve always been a fan of Model
Railroader’s project layouts. One I was
particularly fond of was the Virginian Ry.
that ran in 2012. Additionally, there were
step-by-step videos of the layout’s con-
struction on the Trains.com website. I
decided to build the Virginian Ry. project
layout as a way to refine my modeling
skills and give myself the confidence to
take on a larger project. After several
months, I built a virtual clone of the proj-
ect railroad, which operated nearly flaw-
lessly. This reassured me that I could take
on more.

Ready for prime time

As I prepared to move on from the
4 x 8 Virginian layout to the much larger
Carolina Division, I first built a scale
model of the planned layout using foam
core. The model of the model gave me a
three-dimensional view of how the
Carolina Division would fit in the allotted
space. Included in the model were scale
representations of the furnace, water
heater, support posts, and other objects
that I would need to contend with.

I designed the benchwork for the
Carolina Division as if it were a large
shelf layout. The benchwork is supported
by stud walls that are attached to the
floor and the rafters. I installed a drop
ceiling and lighting after the stud walls
were in place. The upper deck is lighted
with 5000K can lights. I also installed
2 x 4-foot light-emitting diode (LED)
tube lighting fixtures above the aisles,
which are useful for extra lighting while
working on the layout. The lower deck is
illuminated with high-output LED strip
lights. I'm happy with the bright and even
lighting produced by the LED strips and
prefer it to the upper deck’s can lights.

One piece at a tlme

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

[ was well aware of the possibility that
I could suffer burnout from biting off



Layout access options

When designing the Carolina Division,
| had to figure out how to thread the
main line around the stairs leading into
the basement. There was a fitness
room, which also contains a staging
yard, that | needed access to as well as
the home’s electrical panel that would
be blocked by the layout.

The stairs leading into the basement
are located in a corner, which get in the
way when a layout is built around the
perimeter. | could have built a swing
gate or a liftout in this location, but |
wanted to avoid this if at all possible. |
therefore cut a narrow hole through
the stairs to allow the main line to pass
through unimpeded. This has worked
out well during operating sessions as
crew members can easily come and go
without interrupting operations on the
model railroad.

To provide access to the fitness
room, Seaboard Coast Line staging
yard, and dispatcher’s desk, | built a
liftout that spans the doorway. The
liftout remains in place during operat-
ing sessions but can be easily removed
if needed. The upper deck is permanent
at this location and does require a
person to duck slightly in order to pass
through when the liftout is removed.

Finally, access to the home’s electri-
cal panel was achieved by building a
swing gate. | referred back to Tony
Koester’s article in the April 2007 MR
describing how he built a two-deck
access gate to service his water softener
and replace the water heater when nec-
essary. The swing gate turned out to be
a perfect solution. — Brent Johnson
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€ The yard in Bostic, N.C., is a busy place on this warm summer day in 197

The main line navigates the stairs via a tunnel that was cut through the staircase.

A liftout is located at the entrance to A swing gate, based on a similar design
the room that houses the SCL Charlotte = Tony Koester built for his NKP layout,
Subdivision staging, the dispatcher’s provides easy access to the home’s
desk, and a fitness area. electrical panels.
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9. The caboose of a so

has passed the yard office on the main line, while a Seaboard Coast Line manifest is entering the yard from the SCL's Charlotte
Subdivision. Additional power, including an older GP7 assigned to the Bostic Shifter, is tied down.
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Learning Points
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e |f at first you don't succeed,

figure out why.

Building a test layout based on a
Model Railroader project
railroad proved to be well worth
the time and expense.

Listen to your inner muse; it may
point you in the right direction
when seeking a prototype to
model or to use as a base for
proto-freelancing.

Field trips are great, but online
and print resources are so good
today that you can do this
virtually.

Be careful of modeling majestic
scenes; they often consume
valuable space that can be put
to better use.
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more than I could chew by taking on
such a large project. When I laid my first
piece of track in 2019, my goal was to

1 build a spur to a single industry so I

g s R _ could have an area to operate should the

RGNS B T AR NS e N mood strike. I wanted this area to be

@ Two trains meet at Sevier, N.C. The train with the Santa Fe-style caboose is complete with scenery to give myself a
northbound on the main; a southbound waits clear of the grade crossing on the sense of accomplishment.

passing siding. H&B Lumber is to the right. Although this passing siding was arrow After the stud supporting walls were
straight at this location on the prototype, compromises had to be made due to built, layout construction began with the
space limitations. Baxter Labs manufacturing facility

located in North Cove, N.C. This facility
was a big customer for the railroad that
shipped IV solution in insulated Fruit
Growers Express boxcars. I designed the
plant with the spur located on the oppo-
site side of the main line from where it is
located on the prototype. I didn’t want
the spur for a major industry located on
the aisle side of the main line as it would
be difficult to spot and uncouple cars
with a building in the way. This is an
example of when operational consider-
ations outweighed prototype fidelity.
Motivated by a completed and work-
ing scene based on my prototype, I
moved railroad south to the next town of
o Sevier, N.C. For the remainder of the
e . upper-deck construction, I continued the
e v method of building one area at a time to
completion before moving on to the
next. I credit this process with keeping
all of my skills sharp, while reducing the
boredom often brought on by having to
02N repeat one specific task over and over.
@ A view of the room containing the SCL Charlotte Subdivision staging yard also Rather than being overwhelmed by look-
shows the dispatcher’s desk and a fitness area. ing at how much work I had to do to
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build the entire layout, I set smaller goals
that were reasonable.

Most of the Carolina Division is built
on 18"-wide shelves. The widest area on
the upper deck is Bostic Yard, which was
extended to 24", I like the narrow depth
of the 18" shelves, as it allows for roomier
aisles and it requires less scenery and
fewer structures to fill a scene. The use of
photo backdrops helps to give scenes
more depth.

Most of my backdrops are from
commercial sources, but I have made
some myself using photo-editing

software. I have been able to maintain y

aisle widths that are 4 feet or greater 0 The lift-out to the fitness area (see sidebar) is at the lower left. Chesnee, S.C., is
in many locations, which is very com- on the upper deck at left. Spruce Pine, N.C., occupies most of the unfinished lower
fortable for operators. deck at this location.

In 2025, I changed the era of the
Carolina Division from the mid-1970s many locomotives wearing this scheme
to the 1979-1981 time period. This well into 1990s, albeit with CSXT report- Meet Brent Johnson
slight change in era was done for two ing marks.
reasons. First, [ added the Toe River I'm more than happy with what I have Brent lives in west-central Ohio
passing track near Altapass, which accomplished so far in a relatively short with his wife, Brandy, two chil-
wasn't built until 1979. Second, I finally period of time. Building and maintain- dren, and two dogs. He enjoys
admitted that I am a sucker for locomo-  ing a large layout has pros and cons, and spending time with his family,
tives painted in The Family Lines System it’s not for everyone. The connections weightlifting, and following
paint scheme. While the creation of The  with fellow modelers that has been Cincinnati sports teams. He has
Family Lines System foretold of pending  gained as result of building the Carolina worked in public safety for the
doom for the Clinchfield RR as a sepa- Division is one of the most enjoyable past 27 years.
rate entity, I fondly remember seeing aspects of the hobby. [

@ Clinchfield RR Electro-Motive Division F7A No. 802 and EMD GP38 No. 2006
lead a northbound train over U.S. 70 in Marion, N.C. The original highway
alignment is to the right. Brent Johnson photo
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Celebrating more thar
four decades of
Jack Burgess'’
multi-deck HO scale

Yosemite Valley RR

By Jack Burgess
Photos by the author

38 Trains.com
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When I first got into model railroading in the early 1960s, I
built a very simple 2 x 6-foot freelanced layout. The only thing
prototype on that model railroad was the track gauge. I soon
decided to make the switch from freelancing to prototype-
based modeling.

I had several preferences related to that decision. One was
that the time period had to be when steam locomotives were
still the standard motive power. Also, the railroad had to be in
California, where I lived, as I didn’t have a clue about
modeling the trees and scenery in other states.



@ For more than 45 years Jack Burgess
has been modeling the Yosemite Valley
RR circa August 1939 in HO scale. The
multi-deck model railroad features

many prototype-based scenes, including
the El Portal Yard.

@) Mogul No. 28 rolls across Highway 49
in the small town of Bagby, Calif. Jack
modeled this scene based on a proto-
type image that he has in his extensive
Yosemite Valley RR photo archive.
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The layout at a glance

Name: Yosemite Valley RR

Scale: HO (1:87.1)

Size: 20 x 20 feet

Prototype: shortline railroad to Yosemite
National Park

Locale: San Joaquin Valley and Merced
River Canyon in California

Era: August 1939

Style: multi-deck walk-in

Mainline run: 112 feet

Minimum radius: 22" with spiral
easements

Minimum turnout: No. 5

Maximum grade: 2.3%

Benchwork: open grid

Height: 44" o0 82"

Roadbed: 2" Homasote on '2" plywood
Track: handlaid codes 55, 70, and 83
Scenery: plaster-soaked paper towels
over screen wire

Backdrop: " tempered hardboard
Control: NCE Corp. Digital Command
Control

[n addition, the railroad I selected
had to be the subject of a book as I would
need a lot of prototype photos to scratch-
build all of the necessary structures and
equipment. Fortunately, the library in
our small town had a book on the
Yosemite Valley RR with more than 300
photos. I couldn’t afford to buy a per-
sonal copy at the time, but my parents
gave me the book for my 23rd birthday.
That started me on a journey modeling
the Yosemite Valley RR (YVRR).

The 78-mile-long prototype ran from
Merced, in California’s Central Valley, to
El Portal, the gateway to Yosemite
National Park. The railroad began
operations on May 15, 1907, carrying
passengers and freight to El Portal and
the stations along the way.

From concept to layout

I began modeling the YVRR in 1967.
By 1980, I'd built a test layout and felt I
had developed the skills and had the
prototype information necessary to
begin work on a “final” model railroad. I
constructed the layout in what most
homeowners call a garage, although we
call it a layout room.

40

Trains.com

HO scale (1:87.1)
Size: 20 x 20 feet

YOSEMITE VALLEY
RAILWAY CO-

Lower level

Yosemite Valley RR

Scale of plan: /4" =1'-0", 24" grid
Numbered arrows indicate photo locations
lllustration by Rick Johnson and Roen Kelly

@ Find more plans online in the
Trains.com Track Plan Database.
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My YVRR is an early example of a
multi-deck model railroad. Though
plans were being published for these
layouts in the hobby press at the time, no
articles had been written about how to
build one, so I was on my own when it
was time to build benchwork.

Before I started drafting a track plan,
[ obtained copies of the original scale
drawings of the entire YVRR route from
the State of California. Those drawings
included the layout of all of the yards
along the line. Rather than designing the
yards on the model railroad from
scratch, I copied the arrangement of the
prototype, albeit much more com-
pressed. Since the full-size railroad did
the hard part, I've never needed to
change the track arrangement in a yard.

The multi-deck layout design has
worked out well. The major yards at each
end of the railroad are single-deck with
nothing above or below them. This was
important to me since during operations
all four trains start at one end of the
layout or the other, and the engineers for
two of those trains need to build their
trains before departing. Those engineers
can thus easily see their entire yard while
building their train.

The layout is set in August 1939. This
decision impacted the locomotives and
rolling stock I needed and the structures
[ built. The era also influenced the
scenery. How? In the spring, the grass
along the tracks in the San Joaquin
Valley is usually green. In August, it’s
often a golden color, as California’s rainy
season typically ends before April and
starts up again in November.

When I began work on the layout, I
couldn’t afford commercial track and
turnouts. Fortunately, I attended evening
classes at a nearby hobby shop on
handlaying track and scratchbuilding
structures. All of the track and turnouts
on the YVRR are handlaid with code 70
rail, and [ incorporated easements into
the curves. The mainline is about 240
feet long. I drove the last spike in late
1989, nine years after I started building
the layout.

Scratchbuilding structures

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Decades ago I made a list of all of the
buildings I needed for the YVRR. The
list included around 110 structures to be
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€ Jack was an early
adopter of the multi-
deck layout design. In
this view you can see
Bagby on the upper
level. On the lower level,
to the right of the
throttle on the fascia, is
the interlocking tower
protecting the at-grade
crossing between the
YVRR and Atchison,

Topeka & Santa Fe.




@ This aerial view shows the station and yard at Merced. The track arrangement in

this yard (and others on the layout) follows the prototype but is about half as long.

scratchbuilt, all based on prototype
buildings along the route. For example,
Merced was the western terminal of the
railroad. My layout features all of the
buildings that were found in the proto-
type Merced Yard, including the nine-
stall roundhouse [The scene is shown in
the photo above. — Ed.]

The two-story station in Merced

proved to be one of the more challenging

structures to build. Though I had a few
prototype images of the station, I didn't
have any information on the actual size

of the building when I started work on it.

However, I had an image of the station
with a man standing near it. I assumed
he was 6 feet tall. Based on that estimate,
[ drew plans for the station and scratch-
built a model of it.

Years later I learned someone had a
copy of the original YV drawing of the
station. After obtaining a copy, I learned
that my model was 20% oversize. So I
replaced that first model with a new one.

By that time, I knew that the main
ticket office and dispatcher’s office were
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on the track side of the building. So I
included those rooms in the new model,
along with periscopes so visitors could
see into those rooms and also watch
trains roll past the station.

Merced Falls

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Timber from the logging operations
near the east end of the railroad was
shipped to Merced Falls to be cut into
lumber. Merced Falls was a company
town and the Yosemite Lumber Co.
owned every structure there except the
Y VRR station and water tank. The
structures in Merced Falls that I
reproduced were limited by space to the
box factory, hotel, dining hall, station,
water tank, and the company store.

For decades I couldn’t understand
why a company town would have a hotel.
After thinking about it for a while, it
finally dawned on me. I realized that the
hotel housed single male workers who
didn’t know how to cook their own
meals or wash their own clothes.




e
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@ Jack scratchbuilt more than 100
structures for the layout, including the
limestone storage bin at Emory. He
worked with Westerfield Models to get

resin kits made of the YVRR 24-foot
hopper cars used on the prototype.

0 Yosemite Valley freight train No. 8,
with 2-6-0 No. 29 on the point, passes
through Incline. The loaded log cars on
the adjacent track will be picked up by

ok i IR Y YN _ IRl the afternoon westbound, train No. 9.

—
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The upper level

Running from Merced Falls on the
lower level to Bagby on the upper level
was accomplished via a helix east of
Merced Falls and a hidden 10-foot-long
section of track behind Merced. The
hidden track emerges on the upper level
and enters the small town of Bagby.

Except for a school, which I don't
have prototype photos of, I modeled
of all of the buildings in the town,
including the hotel, garage, post office,
store, water tank, and the Yosemite
Valley RR station. I added full interior
details on the second floor of the
scratchbuilt station.

From Bagby the prototype tracks
followed the Merced River to Emory, the
location of a large quarry with limestone
suitable for cement production. The

quarry was located approximately 800
feet above the YVRR tracks.

The limestone was loaded into 8-ton
cars at the top of a 2,100-foot incline.
From there it was lowered down and
unloaded into a 600-ton storage bin.

The limestone was then loaded into
YVRR 40-ton hopper cars, called rock
cars, and transported to a packing house
near Merced.

Fortunately a company, known today
as Westerfield Models, developed a kit
for a model of a similar, but longer,
hopper car. I worked with Westerfield
Models to develop a model of the 24-foot
long YVRR hopper cars. The YVRR had
51 of these cars, so naturally I purchased
a like number of kits. 'm not sure why I
did that as I can only use 10 of them
during operations on my layout. Maybe
someday I will build the rest of them.

€) Yosemite Valley 2-6-0 No. 29 is on the point of a passenger train waiting to
depart El Portal. To the right of the station is an open-air train shed.
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From Emory the tracks continue
along the Merced River to Incline, the
station at the bottom of an 8,700-foot-
long logging incline built by the
Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumber Co.
Portions of the grade of this incline were
as steep as 78%. Yosemite Valley log cars
were loaded in the woods high in the
mountains north of Incline and then
lowered down to the YVRR main line.
Loaded log cars were spotted on a siding
at Incline until the afternoon westbound,
train No. 9, picked them up each day
(except Sundays).

The railroad ended at a yard named
El Portal, which means “The Gateway”
in Spanish. The track layout of the yard
at El Portal follows the prototype. The
yard included a 60-foot turntable that
was used to turn the locomotive and
observation car before a wye was built
west of El Portal in 1912.




The station at El Portal was very
different from others on the railroad.
The exterior of the building featured
peeled log posts of natural incense cedar
and pine branches. Though my 1:87.1
model duplicates that appearance, I
scratchbuilt the structure from styrene.

||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Earlier I noted that I made a list of the
more than 100 structures that I needed
to scratchbuild for my 1:87.1 version of
the Yosemite Valley RR layout. In June
2011, 31 years after I started work on my
20 x 20-foot multi-deck walk-in model
railroad, I completed the last building on
that list, a water tank.

[ consider the YVRR finished. No
more track to lay, no more scenery to
finish, and no more structures to build.
So, yes, with a carefully crafted plan it’s
possible to bring a model railroad to
completion. [
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@) After picking up the loaded log cars
at Incline, train No. 9 passes over a wood
trestle as it makes its way west. Jack
modeled the rock retaining wall from
unused kitty litter given to him by a

friend whose cat had passed away.
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Meet Jack Burgess

Jack Burgess got back into model
railroading when he was in his early
20s. He decided to model the
Yosemite Valley RR, the subject of a
book with many prototype photos.
But Jack needed more images to
faithfully re-create the line in HO
scale, so he contacted the photog-
raphers whose images appeared in
the book. Jack’s collection of YVRR
photos numbers around 4,000. He
has also written a 400-page book
about the railroad, along with more
than 240 magazine articles.
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€ Beneath a roiling pillar of smoke,
a Scoggin Consolidation emerges
into the light at Gateway Tunnel on
Richard Walz’s HO scale Portsmouth
& Androscoggin. Portsmouth is 14
miles behind, while just ahead is the
saltwater port of Mahican.




A TOUR OF THE

Portsmouth &
Androscoggin RR

The freelanced HO scale railroad is set in 1948 Maine

By Richard Walz e Photos by the author

I'm not sure what it was that finally kicked me into gear.
But after decades as an armchair model railroader, I suddenly
realized that at long last it was time to build an actual layout.

The above-ground parts of my house had all been appropri-
ated, and so, following the footsteps of innumerable modelers
before me, I descended into the basement. Though it was rid-
dled with a century’s worth of piping and pillars down there,
amid that chaos was a clear area of 11 x 17 feet — enough space
to build an enclosed lay-
out room.

Adjoining that space
was a 6 x 8-foot closet,
unusable as part of a
finished layout but with
potential as a place for
hidden track.

[ never considered
re-creating an existing
railroad. It seemed eas-
ier to model an imag-
ined line, one whose
form I’d control.
Choosing the railroad’s
most important compo-
nent, its location, was
easy. I live in New
England, a place of
pleasant towns, of
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green-cloaked, granite- @) Within sight of the Gateway portal, a Scoggin roundhouse anchors

boned hills, and of snug
old harbors. There was
never any doubt that New England would be the region I'd
model and that one of those snug harbors would be part of my
layout. I chose to model 1948, for the usual reason: it offered
the use of either steam or diesel engines.

With full-sized photocopies of HO turnouts, paper tem-
plates of various curves, and some roughly sketched ideas, I
spread sheets from a 48"-wide roll of paper over my whole lay-
out space. And crouching on the floor, I began to draw.

After considering various possibilities I decided to make my
layout a donut shape, surrounding a 4 x 12-foot operator’s
space. I'd use the adjoining closet to house two hidden reverse
loops, one 7 inches above the other.

Mahican’s engine service facilities.

Leaving the lower loop, rails would enter the layout room,
circle it twice, then re-enter the closet and its second loop. The
layout plan was pretty simple — point-to-point operation
across two laps of the room.

Even with a new modeler’s delusions of grandeur, I knew
that a whole railroad couldn’t fit into my available space.
Instead, I would model just a small section of a line extending
in my imagination beyond my layout’s boundaries. My rail-
road, the Portsmouth &
Androscoggin — the
“Scoggin” — would
have its imagined
southern terminus in
Portsmouth, N.H. The
line would immediately
cross the Piscataqua
River, passing north-
ward through Kittery
and Cape Neddick,
Maine, before entering
the Gateway Tunnel.
From the tunnel the
line would enter my lay-
out room, passing
through four modeled
towns before renewing
its imagined traversal of
the real world. In its
unmodeled northern
miles the line would
fulfill its primary pur-
pose, the transportation of lumber and newsprint from
Maine’s northwestern forest.

At the end of a long, exhilarating day — I think the most
productive day of my life — I had drawn a full-sized plan of
my layout. Over the following years this plan helped me fine-
tune my right-of-way, foresee the footprints of future build-
ings, and locate scenic features. Fully completing a couple of
feet at a time, I slowly nudged my layout forward until it even-
tually circled the room.

A whistle now echoes along Maine’s stony coast. Robed in
hot steam, a train bursts from the Gateway Tunnel. It’s time to
tour the Scoggin.
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€) The ancient
and irresistible
scent of coal
permeates the
Mahican servicing
area.

) several
hundred yards
from the service
area, passengers
at the Mahican
Station begin to
titter and shuffle,
to check their
watches and fool
with their bags.
It's almost time. A
train is coming!
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The layout at a glance

scoggin RR

e

Name: The Portsmouth & Andro-

Minimum turnout: No. 4
Maximum grade: 2.5%

3 TR Rt S Scale: HO (1:87.1) Benchwork: T-girder
@) Just ahead of the station, a Scoggin freight (the Size: visible: 11'-0" x 17°-3"; with Height: 45" to 52"
Newsboy, a dedicated train of newsprint), heads through hidden track: 11'-0" x 24'-3" Roadbed: Homasote on /2"
Mahican toward Boston. Prototype: none plywood

Locale: Maine
’ o Era: 1948
Portsmouth & Androscoggin Railroad

HO scale (1:87.1)

Layout size: 11'-0" x 24'-3"

Scale of plan: 14" = 1'-0", 24" grid
Numbered arrows indicate photo locations
lllustration by Kellie Jaeger

© Find more plans online in the
Trains.com Track Plan Database.

pit and hidden staging
Mainline run: 150 feet
Minimum radius: 26"

Round- St. Johns High Line

Gateway Tunnel house Station St. Johns

Night Owl Tun\nel

Mahican Station
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Ludt Cutlery  River

Steam engine
service facilities

Barnstead

S 3

Burgio’s

Style: freestanding with operator’s

& e e T P B R e T T L BT
e (el T
g I i LA o

A e
v e

- !
k)

o

/ 7 ‘o
—— Hidden track, lower level Iﬁﬂrﬁiﬁg * Barnstead R 2308 gt e
—— Hidden track, upper level Station  Coal | ~<ZFI &
Barnstead Lumber dock : Duckunde|
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| to layout

Track: Shinohara code 70, Micro
Engineering code 55

Scenery: extruded-foam insulation
board

Backdrop: artists’ oils on Sheetrock
Control: NCE radio DCC

Halsey's Marine Salvage Steamtug gcherzer rolling
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lift bridge

Androscoggin
Stillwater
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) The eastern
side of the city
crowds around
Mahican Harbor.
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€) The smell of
fish and salt, of oil
and coal smoke,
the cacophony of
shrieking gulls, air
horns, thumping
diesel engines,
and tumbling
bilge, the tangle
of entwined ships,
trucks, and trains
— all coexist in the
dense confines of
Mahican Harbor.
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€) After the bay, Maine’s filigreed coastline bends
increasingly to the east. The Scoggin, though,
continues northward, leaving tidewater behind and
encountering its first significant grade. Here, three
adventuring boys suddenly feel the earth tremble
beneath them. The sky disappears in swirling
smoke. The roar of an emerging Consolidation hits
them like a plank. Seventy-eight years later they will
remember it still.

() In the hills beyond Mahican Bay, the solitary
Catamount Junction Station is passed.

€) Leaving the city,
a freight crosses
Mahican Bay on a
Scherzer rolling lift
bridge. Below, the
steam tug Taurus
positions a barge of
crushed rock.




¢/} Nine miles after the junction the main line enters St. Johns.
The station here is atop the “High Line,” a mile-long
causeway bisecting the city. (Local wags call the High Line the
“Little Chinese Wall,” an homage not to China’s Great Wall,
but to Philadelphia’s Chinese Wall that held the tracks leading
to the Pennsylvania RR’s Broad Street Station.)
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® Asin other small towns across Amerlca Barnstead s station in 1948

is a center of activity. Bundles of newspapers from Portsmouth and

Boston will spread the world’s news through the town. Empty milk
r" cans wait for refilling. And in a scene replayed each day, passengers

' e S Y shuffle with increased excitement as their train time approaches.
(%) After St. Johns the Scoggln ascends steadlly, |ts

grade maxing out at over 2 percent. Emerging from a
rock cut, its climb completed, a freight passes the
towering coal dock outside of Barnstead.
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(¥ sitting on
Barnstead
Lumber’s shaded
delivery dock, an
employee enjoys a
perfect view of
the afternoon’s
parade of trains.

Meet Richard Walz

A graduate of the
Rhode Island School of
Design, Dick has illus-
trated children’s books
for Sesame Street,
Disney, Step Into
Reading, and others.
He and his wife, Sarah,
live in western Massa-
chusetts in sight of the
Connecticut River line
A of the former Boston &
iy % ﬁ ,{ S0 = v e e Maine. Dick takes great
g 7 R e i PRGN SRR pleasure in watching
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() North of Barnstead a blade of rock is pierced by the Scoggin’s main line. When the roll though town twice
railroad enters the tunnel it leaves behind its modeled incarnation; when it exits the tunnel’s daily. Sarah, not so

far side it once again becomes an imaginary line, traveling through the wider world. much.



LGB® Garden Railroading

Get on board and join the fun!

250 Annivetsary of America

On July 4, 2026, the United States will
celebrate its 250th anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence.
To help commemorate this momentous
event, LGB is releasing a special Flat Car
with a colorful depiction of the signing and
other images of freedom.

140598 LGB Flat Car

“250 Years of America”
The floor on this flat car is extensively l-{m T~ MI—

YEARS O AMERICA

imprinted with colorful images. The car stakes
are delivered in red, white, and blue. Included is L40598

a small replica of the Liberty Bell, which can be LGB Flat Car “250 Years of America”
carried as a load. Metal wheelsets.

Join the LGB Club - Enjoy the Benefits

 Four issues of LGB Depesche magazine « New Items Brochures

o Access to Exclusive Club Model « Annual Gift

« Annual LGB Full Line Catalog o LGB Club Card A A
marklin

Join the LGB Club on our web page marklin.com/clubs/uscanada-registration "

Purchase from your favorite LGB dealer. For a FREE LGB New Items brochure and to learn more about the LGB Club, email
customerservice@marklin.com. Visit LGB.com to see our complete line of products.
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Structures and scenery,
complemented with lighting and
photo backdrops, add interest to
the lower level of an HO scale
model railroad

By Dave Abeles // photos by the author

entral New York, the setting for my HO scale Conrail
Onondaga Cutoff layout, is an area with tremendous nat-
ural beauty. Rolling hills and valleys make up the Finger
Lakes region of The Empire State. As you travel north the
topography softens. The hills flatten out and the valleys
become shallower. As you approach the Great Lakes, the sky
seems to open wide across the piedmont. It’s well suited to east-
west transportation as traversed by early routes like the Post
Road, the Erie Canal, and later the arteries of commerce to
which the canal gave rise: the New York Central’s Water Level
Route and Interstate 90.

From the beginning of layout construction, I knew that
re-creating that open-air feeling was going to be a tall order,
especially at Control Point (CP) 294. This scene, on the layout’s
lower level, has just 11" of vertical space over the rails and is
hemmed in by a series of wooden risers supporting the top
level like a row of columns. It’s a tough spot to maintain a sce-
nic approach consistent with the rest of the model railroad.

By Cody Grivno
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Dave Abeles used scenery and structures to conceal risers on
the lower level of his HO scale Onondaga Cutoff layout,
helping create a satisfying new scene. The inset image shows
what the area looked like prior to remodeling.

Even the urban and industrial backlot areas west of Syracuse
and through Solvay, N.Y., have glimpses of faraway hills and
skies. The challenge of modeling those geographic features
required a lot of thinking. Sitting on the problem for a few
years allowed a plan to grow.

Visits to model railroads during operating weekends in
2014 provided a new idea. Several layouts featured lower decks,
but a few highlighted a small area of full scenery installed in
the manner of a shadow box. Some were visible through a hole
cut in the fascia; others had physical barriers that blocked the
continuous view.

Layout owners complemented traditional scenery tech-
niques with backdrops and light-emitting-diode strips, giving
operators and visitors a window into a different part of the
modeled world. I decided to try a similar approach with CP294
on my layout. Though my layout is HO scale, you can easily
adapt my techniques for other modeling scales to add interest
to the lower level of your model railroad.
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Lighting and backdrops

Lighting was the first thing
| needed to address. | visited
the lighting aisle at The
Home Depot to see what
products were available. |
found sunny white light-
emitting-diode strips that
featured fading capability
and a remote control. This
was ideal for my fades to
night and day operating
sessions [Learn more about
these in Dave’s article
“Running on the dark side”
in the September 2019 issue
of Model Railroader mag-
azine. — Ed.] The new LED
strip lighting brightened up
the entire area.

Though this was a major
improvement, it also had a
downside. The new lighting
drew attention to the
existing backdrop. After I'd
finished installing the photo
backdrop on the upper level,
| used the offcut pieces for
the less-visible areas on the
lower level, such as CP294
€. The scraps served their

purpose when the area was
not well lit. The improved
lighting made it apparent
something better was
needed for this area.

An extensive review of
online sources led me to a
BackdropsOnly.com. On the
company’s website | found a
photo backdrop called
Upstate New York offered in
lengths up to 12 feet. A
quick conversation with the
company helped me order
what | needed to fit in this
tight location.

Upon delivery, | was
impressed. The quality was
evident and the scene was
evocative of the distant hills
and big skies found along
the prototype Conrail line.

My friend Ralph Heiss
helped me cut the backdrop
pieces to fit the space @).
Installation was tricky, but
went well €). The color
palette of the backdrop
became the base for the
scenery in front of it.
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| needed to conceal the five
risers supporting the upper
level as much as possible.
First, | painted them a dark
color. This helps the eye skip
over any spots that aren’t
fully covered by structures or
scenery materials.

Next, | needed to figure
out how to blend each riser
into the scene in a manner
consistent with the sur-
roundings. | used different
treatments on the risers to
ease their visual impact on
members of my operating
crew and visitors.

The easternmost riser was
at the junction of the main
line with Island Yard, the
locomotive staging yard for
Onondaga Cutoff oper-
ations. The location was
well-suited for a tower.

I'd come across a bunch of
buildings and details for a
1950s-era layout at an estate
sale. Among the items was a

58 Trains.com

New life for an old tower

small, generic New York
Central branch line tower. It
was scratchbuilt from card-
stock and used windows
from an old Atlas kit. The
model had seen better days
— it was damaged, dusty,
dated, and faded. However,
it would fit the bill for the
1990s era of my layout. Some
rehabilitation was in order,
most notably new paint,
fresh weathering, and
updated details. The tower
proved a solid starting point
to represent an old structure
on its last legs.

First, | measured the riser
and surrounding area several
times. | then marked out the
cuts on the tower. Next, |
started cutting the tower,
proceeding slowly and
letting the razor saw do the
work @). After a little
sawing, | took the tower to
the location to check the
progress against the riser.




New life for an old tower (contd)
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Slowly and steadily, the
cuts came together and a
riser-sized slice opened in the
back of the tower. From the
front, the removed section
of roof is barely noticeable
@), previous page.

The now-removed back of
the tower provided a nice
add-on to the left side,
obscuring the riser and
wiring €). | modernized the
details, installed interior and
exterior lighting, and added
the station sign Island.

The finished tower
surrounded the riser as
envisioned. Next, | built up
the base of the structure and
blended it into the existing
scenery with Sculptamold, a
popular papier-maché-like
product @).

After the Sculptamold
had cured, | painted it flat
black and let it dry. | added

an access road using N scale
Yard Mix from Arizona Rock
& Mineral @. Along the
edges of the road | applied
Noch static grass and
flowering late summer
grasses and shrubs from
Scenic Express. As you can
see in @, | masked the track
to protect it from errant glue
while | was applying the
static grass.

Foliage solutions

The next two risers were in
spots that would be best
camouflaged as thickets of
trees and shrubs. Clearances
were tight, though, so | built
up the scenery in thin layers.
| started by painting the
risers black and dark brown.
After the paint had dried, |
applied various scenery
materials. | used a hot glue
gun to attach Woodland
Scenics foliage, which I'd
stretched into a thin layer
€. On top of that | added
dark green foliage clusters

from the Missouri-based
scenery manufacturer.

Then | applied a layer of
Silflor late summer maple
foliage (No. 930-23) @). The
canopy can be stretched to a
thin layer and glued in place,
providing visible texture in
minimum depth.

| finished scenicking the
sides of the risers with
SuperTrees from Scenic
Express €). | installed the
trees carefully, ensuring they
didn’t impede passing trains
@). With some basic scenery
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Foliage solutlons (Cont'd)

work, the second and third
risers suddenly receded into
the backdrop.

The eastern side of the
fourth riser was already
hidden, but the western side
needed some foliage.
Sculptamold again helped
blend in the terrain @,
followed by paint, ground
foam, and SuperTrees.

The westernmost riser
was installed at a 45-degree
angle, sloping out to support
the upper level roadbed. |
concealed the riser with
foliage and ground cover.

To wrap up this part of
the project, | covered the
entire area with static grass
and shrubs that | fashioned
from leftover SuperTree
scraps @. By layering the
scenery, | was able to match
the coloration of the lower
level to the upper level.
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Finishing touches

Once the risers were con-
cealed and the static grass
was in place, | added some
cattails to low-lying areas to
suggest the swampy ground
that’s common across this
region of New York @. | also
included some wildflowers
here and there to break up
the colors and tie the scenery
into the new backdrop.

The employee access
road, complete with a grade
crossing, provided another
visual entry point @. The
addition of figures and

.
e B e — l.- - -f{_,.q‘..fﬁkﬂa

vehicles suggests railroad
employees reporting to work
and transferring to railroad-
owned vehicles or train ser-
vice €).

Suddenly, what had been
a visually confounding area
of the layout became a com-
pleted scene with an inter-
esting view. When visitors
wind their way through the
layout room, they can see
two scenicked layers of the
Onondaga Cutoff, each with
unique scenery and back-
drops. [

T R AT Dl | - T—

e e el e

‘: ..nl_..._A_-u._-«*_---—'—-"—'--—’—""éfh 'fi'“. .

- k- '.__'__;: ey
i o

R :..;"l‘"::j s, _1"%55!-‘ 3.11" ﬂ

60 Trains.com




b

JIRUER NUW

®
A

NEW EMD GP5Os

N

1:160 SCALE

A classic returns with our second run of Rivet Counter™ N Scale EMD GP30s, arriving this fall. First introduced in 1961, the
GP30 features distinctive styling that made it one of the most recognizable locomotives of its era. Our models capture this
unique character with exceptional accuracy, rendering numerous prototype-specific variations of cabs, dynamic brakes, doors,
grilles, and trucks. Available DC/DCC-ready or factory-equipped with an ESU LokSound™ 5 Nano decoder, preorder your
GP30s today to expand your classic EMD roster.

Visit ScaleTrains.com™ to see all the locomotive features as well as the other roadnames available.

SCALETRAINS.COM

©2026 ScaleTrains, Rivet Counter, and respective logos are trademarks of ScaleTrains.com, Inc. LokSound is a trademark
of ESUt electronic solutions ulm GmbH & Co. KG. Pricing is subject to change without notice.




David Popp’s On30 Olympia & Sand Creek Ry. replaced his former N scale New Haven Iayut.-'n_

By David Popp

. issue Model Railroading: The
= : Ultimate Guide 2019. You can
. also see the finished 13-foot
=% | version of Olympia in Great
X | Model Railroads 2020.

In 2019, I started yet

@ | another 6-6" addition, this
&= : time modeling a small town I

* “ # | called Sand Creek and a
= | nearby gravel pit. While the
* | logging operation was fun, I

The larger size has made modeling work easier as he faces the effects of aging. David Popp photo

Welcome to the first edition

new monthly column that
will be devoted to reports on

staff, including those of us
who work in the Trains.com
Video department, as well as
our team of contributing and
consulting editors. We may
discuss railroads still in the
planning stages, progress on
those already underway, field
trips we've taken, and inter-
esting hobby personalities
we've chatted with from mod-
elers to manufacturers —
pretty much anything that we
think you may find informa-
tive and entertaining.

For this inaugural com-
mentary, ['d like to talk about
a concern that quite a few of
us are facing — aging and its
effect on our modeling work.
As we get older, we may
notice our hands are less
steady and our eyesight isn't
what it used to be. As a clear
example, watch any of my
videos from the past 5 years,
and you’ll notice my hands,
which have never been great,
are even more unsteady than
before. I'm also switching
glasses constantly or simply

62 Trains.com

. working without them by
of Behind the Scenes at MR, a :
. from the work at hand. They
. say, “With age comes wis-

the activities of the entire MR :
. knowing when it was time to
. change how I built models.

placing my face about 6"

dom,” and for me that meant

. Many of you still recall my

. N scale layout based on a part
. of the New Haven RR. In fact, :
. I regularly receive questions

. about that railroad with the

. assumption that I still have it.
. Unfortunately, my physical

. ability to work on those small
. models had already dimin-

. ished more than 10 years ago,
. so my N scale Naugatuck

. Valley RR found a new home.
. But building model railroads

. is in my blood, and I’ve kept

. very active simply by working
. in a larger scale.

For those of you who

. haven't kept up with the offer-
. ings on Trains.com Video or

. its predecessor, MR Video

. Plus, in 2014, Kent Johnson

. and I started a 22" x 78"

. On30 layout (O scale models

. riding on HO gauge track) for :
. the Olympia Logging video

- series. It’s a fictional logging
. line set in the mountains of
. the Pacific Northwest. Why

. there? Kent loves the region,
. and the mountain scenery

. also helped make the shadow- :
. box layout seem a lot deeper
. than it really is.

Project railroads are great

. when we're building them.

. However, they do tend to pile
. up around the office once

. they're finished. With my N

scale layout moved out, I vol-

. unteered to take the Olympia
. home with an

. eye towards

. expansion. As a
. result, we shot a

. revised 13-foot

. layout now featured a full

. sawmill and logging camp —
. both things that were just

. hinted at on the original lay-
. out. These were great projects, :

and their larger size make

THEY SAY, “WITH

- wanted to give the little rail-

. road something else to do “on

-~ : the other side of the woods.”

{ : The tiny town features a sta-

| | tion, freight house, cattle pen,

—~ " : and a model of my wife’s fam-
& : ily’s 1830s Illinois farmhouse.

. The house was built by Renee

. Grosser from just three pho-

. tos of the structure, and it

. was part or a project series

. featured on MRVP. While
. Illinois is a long way away

from the Pacific Northwest, it

. was a fun personal detail to
. include on the layout.

. In many ways, On30 saved

. the hobby for me. It’s much

. easier for me to work on, and

. the size of the models, even

. though they are narrow

. gauge, make for an impressive

layout in a mod-
erately compact
space. Its slow-
pace operation 1s

. second full video Wﬁ%%chg!}n IE:ID also a lot of fun.

. series for FOR ME THAT I'm close to

. Olympia from MEANT KNOWING completing the

. my basement, WHEN IT WAS Sand Creek sec-

. which involved TIME TO CHANGE tion, so keep

. cutting off one HOW I BUILT your eye out for

. end and adding VLUV SRR VALV it in MR in 2027.
. another 6'-6" And I’'ve been

. section to it. The developing plans

for at least one

. more addition, modeling the
- railroad’s “other end of the
. line.” Rest assured, my On30
. adventure is far from over,

and I'll provide updates when

. Behind the Scenes cycles back
. working on them enjoyable. If :
. you're interested, you can '
. read about scratchbuilding
. the sawmill in the special

to me. In the meantime, enjoy

. the commentaries by others
- each month. I know I'm look-
. ing forward to them! [LL
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The Starter Kit has everything you s
need for a basic audio set-up, including:
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« Sound Hub: The backbone of the Sound System
 Four Mini Speakers
 Four pre-recorded Sound Cards

_-—« Sound Card Reader

- Power Supply

Customize and expand with 30+ more products!

woodlandscenics.com

Purchase from your
preferred hobby store.
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Conducted by Eric White
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The Great Northern SD9 has just finished its afternoon trick, switching out
five empty cars to the Palouse interchange. Their work done, the crew has
gone to beans before they pick up two more cars from the interchange
track. The crew will switch more cars on their journey back to Spokane,
where they will tie up. Mike O’Connell created this scene. His Pacific Railway
& Navigation Co. will be featured on the layout tours at the NMRA National

Convention in Tacoma, Wash., in August 2027.
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A local photographer has been hired
to record the latest offering prior to it
. being loaded on the waiting Devil’s
. Gulch & Helengon train. Ron Foreman
Send US your phOtOS . scratchbuilt this simple, rough-boarded
. quartz gold mine named Findley’s Fifty

. board by board from a single black-
Trackside Photos is a showcase for the work of Mode/ . and-white photo of the actual mine

Railroader readers. Send your photos (digital images 5 . (Lecompton), once located near Nevada
megapixels or larger) on a flash drive to: Model/ . City, Calif. Some of the people in this
Railroader, Trackside Photos, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., . photo are colorized cutouts that Ron
Suite 103, Brookfield, WI 53045; or email them to us at . photocopied to HO scale from the
editor@modelrailroader.com. . original black-and-white photo.

Ron Foreman photo
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A Central Railroad of New Jersey Class K1 4-8-0
rolls past a rural home near Lehighton, Pa., on the
upper deck of the West Island Model Railroad
Club’s HO scale Allegheny & Western RR. The K1 is
moving a cut of coal hoppers up the branch line to
Wilkes-Barre. The 435 is a NJ Custom Brass import,
with DCC sound installed by Vincent Lee, who also
painted and weathered the model. The home was
built by member Al Kaiser from an old wood kit.
The club relocated to Hicksville, N.Y., after an
earlier layout was featured in Great Model
Railroads 2007. Vincent Lee photo

................................................................................

Twenty minutes after leaving St. Louis
Union Station and heading west with
the River Eagle, MoPac E8 No. 2022, a
Broadway Limited Imports model|,
meets the inbound Colorado Eagle at a
rain-swollen Missouri River crossing on
Thomas O’Connor’s N scale layout. The
passenger cars are from a Micro-Trains
five-pack. The two side-by-side, single
track bridges the MoPac passenger
trains are on are old and likely Vollmer
products. Thomas O'Connor photo
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ON 1 YEAR OF MODEL RAILROADER MAGAZINE

BUILD A 3D-PRINTED STATION KIT
With your subscription, you'll get a full year of issues

featuring model railroading tips and techniques, detailed
, . .. = O =

how-to guides, expert product reviews, layout visits, Operate lik Rallroader

and project galleries. Plus, get early access to digital ﬁlﬁfﬁhﬁtﬂfmsﬁ

issues, live workshop webcam, and
Track Plan Database on Trains.com!
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SUBSCRIBE NOW:
TRAINS.COM/MRR/SUBSCRIBE

DOWNLOAD THE MODEL RAILROADER APP
/“34

S #  Download on the

e | @ App Store

Download the Model Railroader app through
the iIOS™ App Store®M for an enhanced, interactive

experience with issue features exclusive to the
Model Railroader mobile app.
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GOODDEALSDCC

www.gooddealsdcc.com
HOME OF THE PROGRAMMER TEST TRACK SYSTEMS

All Scales Available Gary Cohn
Custom Orders 106 Center Street
Clear Acrylic Inspection Cars Fox River Grove, IL 60021
224-703-0111 gary@gooddealsdcc.com

Pikestuff

Web site: www.rixproducts.com
Send LSASE for new 20 page catalog.
3747 Hogue Rd. Evansuville In. 47712
Phone (812)426-1RIX FAX (812)423-3174

Model Railroad Structures & Accessories

Rix Producta%,

See our New
HELP WANTED 5, jine store!

(770) 597-0038 ~ Since 2001 ~
dave@traininstallations.com '
www.traininstallations.com

Touch Toggles Brilliant

Lots of new additions to our system

Check the website for new controls

Route Controls

.@; DCC & LCC options
e @ ngh Rail

_M Made in the USA %

ACKDROPS

HO, 0, N Scales

WWW TRAINJUNKIES.COM

o S

Jﬁ SUGAR PINE MODELS*

Wood craftsman structures and ro”;n stock

CONOWINGOMODELS. COM

EngineHouse Services, LLC

www.enginehouseservices.com

Not the biggest....
Just striving to be the best!

WE CAN MEET ALL YOUR
HOMASOTE ROADBED NEEDS

PH#: (210)-519-0186

EMAIL: CWHOMAROAD@GMAIL.COM
WWW.CWHOMAROAD.COM

TamVaIIeyDepot com
: -@ Since 2008 :

Frog Juicers automatically &
reverse DCC polarity for turnouts,
crossings, wyes, turntables, loops.

BlueRail DCC Control any DCC
decoder from your phone with battery

. OF track power. /‘_.‘_ﬁ_\

Servo Switch Machines Small, e, ¢/ |(o** |
powerful and versatile. Easy to 7
install with many control options.

www.berretthillshop.com

“o and N Gau

Loads: Cars and Mater g

(541) 784-5771

New Locomotive (m, Cases
Wide Variety of Loads T}r(,ir % Center Beams
and much more

Siskiyoulinelcom

L.earn about new product
releases, hobby news, new

features on our site and more!

Sign up for Model Railroader’s
FREE Newsletter!

(Go to Trains.com/newsletters/

Moclel Wori(s

- w aler
“%(/Iodel Cpl‘é

FmE! acale Resin Kits %=
and Detall Parts

. W@ J.-‘*‘W-*Jﬁr ‘w."ﬁ‘v |
THOMAS YORKE LC

1Y 111

STRUCTURES RAIL CARS

VEHICLES DETAILS - 0/On3/0On30
BOATS

& MORE! SCALE

FRENCHMANRIVER.COM

- HO SCALE

After You've Looked at the Others...

4 MUSEUM QUALITY - CUSTOM

| Model Design

MobPELING
WHAT CAN WE

SERVICE

Bunpb For You?

www.PROGRESSIVENMODELDESIGN.COM

211 RocBaar Drive, Romeoville, IL 60446
(815) 886-9010 FAX: [B15) 886-90/6

| TH TRANMASTER, 1

= Detailed Craftsman Kits
www.TheTrainMaster.com

. Rail Your Source For:
©\ Scale  Craftsman Kits
, Models =laser-Cut Detail ltems
= Custom Scale Structures
D D D ® Laser-Cutting Services

Items in All Scales

www.Rail-Scale-Models.com

Ron’s Books

The largest railroad book seller with
over 6,000 titles and over 400 DVDs!
Free shipping on orders over $35 in
the U.S. Add $6 if under minimum.

Send $5 for a catalog.

P.O.Box 714
Harrison, NY 10528
R14-967-7541

ronsbooks@aol.com

Online catalog at
ronsbooks.com

S Scale Trains

Building S scale trains for 40 years.
Check out our line of quality Steam &
Diesel engines, numerous freight cars,

cabooses and passenger cars.
The most realistic track made.

www.americanmodels.com
Phone 734-449-1100

AMERICAN MODELS, LLC
11770 Green Oak Industrial Dr.
Whitmore Lake, M| 48189
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Classified Advertising

Schedule of Events Rate: $45 per issue (55 word
maximum). Ads will contain the following information about
the event: state, city, sponsoring organization and name of
event, meet, auction or show, dates, location, times,
admission fee, name and/or telephone number and/or email
of person to contact for information. Name, daytime
telephone number and street address of the person
providing the information is also required but need not be
included in the ad. Unless otherwise requested, ads will be
published in the issue month that the event occurs in. Please
specify issue date(s). Word Ad Rates; per issue: 1 insertion
— $2.03 per word, 6 insertions — $1.89 per word, 12
insertions — $1.77 per word. $40.00 MINIMUM per ad. To
receive the discount you must order and prepay for all ads at
one time. Count all initials, single numbers, groups of
numbers (i.e. 4-6-0 or K-27), names, address number, street
number, street name, city, state, zip, phone numbers each as
one word. Example: John A. Jones, 2102 South Post St.,
Waukesha, WI 53187 would count as 10 words. For MR’s
private records, please furnish: a telephone number and,
when using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address. Model
Railroader reserves the right to refuse listing. All Copy:
Set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
bold face. Ads should be emailed and categorized to ensure
accuracy.

Email your ads to: classads@firecrown.com

Model Railroader — Classifieds

Phone: 414-600-9285.

All ads must be prepaid prior to or by Ad Closing Date
and pertain to the subject of model railroading.
We accept payments by securely storing your Visa,
MasterCard, American Express, or Discover card information

Schedule of Events

CA, SACRAMENTO: International Railfair November
14-15, 2026. Cal Expo, Building C, 1600 Exposition Blvd.,
Sacramento, CA 95815. Saturday 10am-5pm and Sunday
10am-4pm. Admission: At Gate- Saturday $15, Sunday $12;
Online- Saturday $12, Sunday $10 (plus fees). 12 and under
free. Operating Layouts, Vendors, Kids Activities, on-site
food and more! For updates, visit: internationalrailfair.com
or contact Tom Campbell: tom.c.irf@gmail.com

FL, BROOKSVILLE: Regal Railways presents Toy Trains
& Hobby Show. Hernando County Fairgrounds, 6436 Broad
St., Brooksville, FL 34601. Saturday, September 12, 2026.
9:00am-2:00pm. Admission: $6.00 adults, children under
12 free. Vendors and model train layout. Lunch available.
Contact: Joe at 727-244-1341 or visit: www.regalrailways.com
for more information.

ID, CALDWELL: Southwest Idaho Train Show. O'Conner
Fieldhouse, 2207 Blaine St., Caldwell, ID. September
19-20, 2026. Saturday, 10AM-5PM; Sunday, 10AM-5PM.
Admission $5.00, $6.00 w/card. Under 12 free w/adult.
Clinics, operating layouts, exhibits, rides, vendors, all
scales. Concessions available & free parking. Sponsored by
Caldwell Model Railroad Club & Historical Society. Contact
Dave 208-936-5730 or visit www.cmrchs.org

KS, TOPEKA: 5th Annual Topeka Model Railroad Show &
Swap Meet. October 3-4, 2026. Saturday 9am-4pm; Sunday
9am-3pm. 5720 SW 21st St., Topeka, KS 66604. Helping
Hands Humane Society will receive half of all door sales as a
direct donation. Admission: S8, children under 12 FREE with
paid adult. Info: Phil Skow (text) 785-221-2174

MI, LINCOLN PARK: Lincoln Park Train Club's Semi-
Annual Train Show. Saturday, September 12, 2026, 11am-
3pm. Kennedy Memorial Building, 3240 Ferris Ave., Lincoln
Park, Ml 48146. Admission is $5.00, under 12 FREE. Early
Birds at 10am is $10.00. Tables $20.00. For info: Bob at
734-675-5712

MN, BLOOMINGTON: The 46th National Narrow Gauge
Convention. September 2-5, 2026. Doubletree by Hilton
Hotel, 7800 Normandale Blvd., Zip: 55439. Admission:
$159 (covers all days). More than 75 vendors of all scales,
85 outstanding clinics, 40 home and club layouts on tour,
contest room with models and photos. Free parking at hotel.
Information: www.2026nngc.com

NC, RALEIGH: Neuse River Valley Model RR Club 42nd
ANNUAL FALL TRAIN SHOW; DATES: November 7-8, Sat
9-5; Sun 10-4. Graham Building at NC State Fairgrounds.
500+ vendor tables, 16 operating layouts. Display your
models at our Craftsman's Showcase. Admission: S10
covers both days, children 12 and under free with adult.
Visit www.nrvclub.net

NC, WINSTON-SALEM: Southbound Model Railroaders
and Mike's Trains proudly present Southbound Model Train
Expo 2026. August 29 — 30, Saturday 9am-4pm, Sunday
10am-4pm. Fairgrounds Event Center. Shorefair Drive,
gate 7. Admission $10.00. Children 12 and under free with
adult. 300+ vendor tables. Operating layouts. Free parking.
Additional info, email: southboundtrainshow@gmail.com

NJ, WAYNE: ECTP and Collectibles LLC presents The
Wayne Train Show. P.A.L. Hall, 1 Pal Drive, Wayne,
NJ 07470. Sunday, August 23, 2026, 9:00am-2:00pm.
Admission: S7.00; under 12 free with adult. John LaLima
732-845-5966. Go to www.eastcoasttrainparts.com and
click on The Wayne Show.

OH, BEREA: The 52nd Annual Great Berea Train Show
hosted by the NMRA. Saturday, October 3rd, and Sunday,
October 4th. 10:00am to 4:00pm both days. Cuyahoga
County Fairgrounds in Berea, Ohio. Admission $10.00.
Under 16 free with an adult purchase. 70,000 square
feet of model railroading. Show Contact: David James
showmanager@thegreatbereatrainshow.org 440-785-9907.
Visit: www.thegreatbereatrainshow.org

OH, COSHOCTON: Inaugural Coshocton Train Show,
Coshocton County Career Center, 23640 Airport Rd.,
Saturday, October 17, 2026. Hours 10am-3pm. 70+ vendor
tables starting at S15/table. All scales. S5 Admission;
kids 12 and under FREE. Food available by donation.
FREE Parking. Proceeds benefit Coshocton Model
Railroad Club - Open House at 2pm. Info: 330-473-7466;
coshoctontrainshow.com - Sponsored by LANSON TRAINS

OH, DAYTON: 50th Original Dayton Train Show. The
New Montgomery County Fairgrounds, 645 Infirmary Road,
Dayton, OH 45417. November 7 & 8, 2026. Saturday 11am-
5pm and Sunday 11am-4pm. Admission: $10.00 per adult,
children 12 and under free with paid adult. PO Box
341233, Beavercreek, OH 45434, 937-424-6413. Email:
NMRA.Div.3@gmail.com or visit: www.DaytonTrainShow.com
for updates.

PA, LOPEZ: Lopez Train Meet. Hosted by St. Vladimir's
Orthodox Church. Saturday, September 19, 2026, 9am-2pm.
St. Vladimir's Orthodox Church Hall, 127 Main St., Zip:
18628. Admission: Adults $5. Children under 12 free
w/adult. All scales & gauges welcome. Vendor tables, test
track, railroadiana, memorabilia, model trains and more!
Free parking. Food available. Contact: Gregory White,
trainmaster726@gmail.com

TX, AUSTIN: Austin Train Show. Over 25,000 sq.ft. of
railroading fun for the whole family! Palmer Events Center,
900 Barton Springs Road, Austin, TX. August 29-30,
2026. Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission:
$S9 online, $10 at the door (includes both days), 12 and
under FREE w/adult. Kids train ride, vendors, model/Lego
railroads, tour, clinics. Visit: austintrainshow.org

TX, TEMPLE: 44th Annual Temple Model Train & RPM
Show by CentraMod Inc. Central Texas Area Model
Railroaders. Frank W. Mayborn Convention Center, 3303
North 3rd St., Temple, TX 76501. September 19-20, 2026,
Saturday 10am-5pm and Sunday 10am-4pm. Admission:
$10, Seniors & Military w/ID $9, 12 and under free w/adult.
FREE Parking! Additional information: 254-760-3761 or
www.centramodrr.com

WA, BATTLE GROUND: Southwest Washington Model
Railroaders, Great Train Swap Meet. Saturday, September
26, 2026. 9:00am, Beat-the-Crowd, $S10 admission. 9:30am-
2:30pm, Adults $5, Students S3, under 6 FREE w/adult.
Battle Ground High School Gymnasium, 300 W. Main St.,
Battle Ground, WA 98604. Take N. Parkway Avenue to
Free Parking. Vendor tables $25.00. Info: Larry Sprenkel,
360-619-8899, Larry.sprenkel@gmail.com

WA, SPOKANE: River City Modelers Fall Train Show.
Spokane Fairgrounds, 404 N. Havana. Sunday, October 11th,
9:30am-3:30pm. Admission: S8 for adults, 12 & under free.
200+ tables of Railroad-related items for sale, operating
layouts, Free-MO, Operation Lifesaver & more. Free Parking.

For table rental or general info, contact: Shirley Sample,
509-991-2317 or email: shirley@busnws.com

WI, MONROE: Green County Model Railroaders 48th
Annual Model Train Show & Swap Meet. The Stateline Ice
and Community Expo, 1632 4th Avenue West, Monroe, WI
53566. September 26-27, 2026. Saturday & Sunday, 10am-
4pm. For information contact Kevin Johnson, 608-558-9332,
or visit: www.gcmrrinc.org

70 Trains.com

WI, ONALASKA: The 35th Annual Great Tri-State Rail
Sale. Onalaska Omni Center, 255 Riders Club Road.
Saturday, October 24, 2026. 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission
S$8.00, under 12 free with adult. 300 vendor tables. All
Scales; Model, Toy & Antique Trains & Memorabilia.
Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La Crosse, WI
54602, 608-498-9522. www.4000foundation.org

All listed events were confirmed as active
at the time of press. Please contact event sponsor
for current status of the event.

Classifieds

Wanted - N Scale
SOME N SCALE H.W. PULLMANS. Call 914-737-6068

For Sale - HO Scale
GIVING AWAY A HUGE HO LAYOUT. Approximately

1000 feet of track, 50 switches, turntable, power system,
benchwork, rolling stock, scenery, etc. Located in Rockland
County, NY. 917-807-5735

Wanted - HO Scale

$1,000,000 CASH AVAILABLE- For your collection!
Brass, Plastic, Memorabilia, we buy it all. Call us 352-292-4116
or mail your list to: BRASSTRAINS.COM, 10515 SE 115th
Ave., Ocala, FL 34472. E-mail: collections@brasstrains.com

ALL ABOARD! TURN YOUR COLLECTION INTO

CASH, EASY! Save yourself the hassle and get back
your precious time by selling your collection to Trainz. No
collection too large. Got train parts? We want them. We

even purchase store inventories! Visit Sellmytrains.com to
get started or call 866-285-5840 today. 4195 Industry Way,
Flowery Branch, GA 30542

CASH PAID FOR HO AND N SCALE TRAINS.
No collection is too big or too small. 414-377-1255

Wanted - Miscellaneous

ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any condition.

Top dollar paid. Will pay shipping nationwide. PAUL at
248-760-6960. E-mail: slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

LOOKING TO ACQUIRE N and/or HO scale train

collections. No collection too big or too small. Please call
or text Tim @ 817-991-5420 or email karrstrains@aol.com.
Located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area.

WANTED: BUYING PRR LW PULLMAN CAR
Cast-iron door nameplates, 1938-1950. J.H. STEVENSON,
Olmsted Twp, OH 910-724-4453 or 440-333-1092
jhstevenson8445@gmail.com

WE BUY ALL COLLECTIONS BIG & SMALL.
All scales. Ready to travel, 40 years experience, confidential.
Send us your lists today, 2420 San Miguel St., Sherman,
TX 75092. www.txtrains.com, texastrains@yahoo.com,
972-824-7123

Custom Painting & Building
CUSTOM BUILDING & PAINTING, kit building,

Uil & ot 12 Potny Los: Naasht: DEHe705
302-229-6010, www.tmbcustommodels.com
/ N
CLOSING DATES
November closes August 19
December closes September 23
January 2027 closes October 20
A 4

Check out

Model Railroader Channel

on YouTubel

www.youtube.com



LEADING MODEL RETAILERS

Retail Directory spaces are sold on a year's basis at $654 per year (payable in advance) or at $60 per month (for
one year minimum); also for six months at $353 (payable in advance). Ads will be set in standard listing
typography. All insertions must be consecutive. No mention of mail order business permitted.

CLOSING DATES are listed in the “Classifieds” section. For more information email: classads@firecrown.com.

NEBRASKA ¢ Deshler

One of the largest HO/N scale inventories.

Come check us out! All major brands

plus books, videos, tools & scenery.
Mun-'Fri 9-5:30, Sat 9-3.

www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

SPRING CREEK MODEL TRAINS, LLC
304 E. Bryson Ave. 402-365-7628

TEXAS ¢ Athens o

Specializing in HO, HON3 e Digitrax Dealer

~ Soundtraxx ® InterMountain ® Kadee

Micro Engineering ® Rapido ¢ Atlas ® Walthers
_ -——LET USSELL YOUR HONR3 -—-
jack@harrishobbies.com www.harrishobbies.com
HARRIS HOBBIES

9323 County Rd 1127 903-489-2646

ARIZONA ¢ Kingman _
Mohave County’s only model railroad
hobby shop. Specializing in HO and N
scale model trains and accessories.
We are an authorized Walthers dealer.
www.66trains.com Email: info@66trains.com

66 TRAINS

111 N. 2nd St., Unit C 928-254-7005

FLORIDA ¢ Pensacola _
Pensacola’s Premier Model Train Store.
All scales available.
Repair service on N-G Scales.
Mon.-Sat. 10am-5pm except Tues. 2-5pm
www. TuckersTrainSupply.com

TUCKER'’S TRAIN SUPPLY
1435 Harold Avenue 850-723-5390

NEBRASKA * Omaha
Trains & supplies for all scales Z-G. We are
DCC ready & installation service available.
Service work, repairs, technical support.
Family owned since 1936.
www.houseoftrains.com

HOUSE OF TRAINS
8106 Maple St. 402-934-7245

TEXAS ¢ Houston
Al trains, all scales. Magazines, Books, Videos, Re-
pairs, Brass, Consignments. Discount program, will
ship. nstrains@gmail.com Mon-Fri 10-6;
Sat 10-5; Closed Sun. Open Sunday’s Nov-Dec.
Major Credit Cards. www.papabens.com

PAPA BEN’S TRAIN PLACE
4007-E Bellaire Blvd. 713-523-5600

ARIZONA ¢ Phoenix

Narrow gauge almost exclusively.
On3 - Sn3 - HON3 - On30.
Kits, parts, brass & books.

Mon-Fri 8-12, 1-5, Sat 8-12.

CORONADO SCALE MODELS
1544 E. Cypress St. 602-254-9656

FLORIDA e Port Orange (Daytona Beach
Your Southern Connection for Quality Products!
Featuring O, HO, N, Woodland Scenics. MTH
MegaStation & National Service Center.

reyer Horses. Mon - Fri 9:30-5;
Sat 9:30-4. www.roundhousesouth.com

ROUNDHOUSE SOUTH
4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. 386-304-7003

NEVADA ¢ Las Vegas

From Z Scale to G Scale We Got You Covered
Open Mon-Sat 11 AM to 5 PM
Buy Online at www.westsidetrains.com
Nevadas ONLY Remaining Train Store

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

TE)(AS'JI' galn ﬁntgnio -
odel railroading our specialty.
Marklin, G, I-?O N, 8 Fi B
Superdetalllngtparts galore.
Books, structures, figures and tools.
Tue-Sat 10am-6pm www.dibbleshobbies.com

DIBBLE’S HOBBIES
1029 Donaldson Ave. 210-735-7721

CALIFORNIA ¢ Atascadero
All scales G to Z. Special orders welcome.
Midway LA & SF. US 101-US 41, easy access.
Open Tue - Sat: 10-5, Sun - Mon: By Appt.
E-mail Anita at: anita@cctrains.com
Web site: www.centralcoasttrains.com

CENTRAL COAST TRAINS
7600 El Camino Real # 3 805-466-1391

FLORIDA ¢ Tampa Bay - Pinellas Park
3000 sq. ft. Showroom. Lionel & MTH Dealer
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges N thru G

Over 9,000 Parts. Repair Services. Trains, Track,
Sets, Scenic Supplies. Mon 1-5, Tue-Sat 10-6

www.zitniktrains.com

ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

NEW JERSEY ¢ Bellmawr ‘

A complete Train Store. Repairs &
Decoders Installed, N, HO, S, O. DCC
Specialists Authorized Dealer. Dlg_ll’grax
ESU-Loksound, NCE Soundtraxx, TCS.

www.yankeedabbler.com

YANKEEDABBLER.COM
101 W Kings Hwy, 08031 856-312-8084

UTAH ¢ Orem
_ It's cheaper than therapy.
Trains all scales, LGB, Broadway Limited,
Atlas, Lionel, Micro-Trains, Athearn.

Visit us on Facebook:
Hobby Stop Utah/@ItscheaperthanTherapy

HOBBY STOP
537 North 1200 West 801-226-7947

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
One of the most complete train stores in
~ So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

ILLINOIS ¢ Des Plaines
N, HO, S, O, G Std. & Narrow qjauge too.
Lots of scratchbuilding supplies and
other neat stuff. Brass, books & DVDs.
Close to O’Hare. Open seven days a week!
Web Store: www.desplaineshobbies.com

DES PLAINES HOBBIES
1524 Lee St. (Mannheim Rd.) 847-297-2118

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The
largest train store in Northern NJ since 1974!
4 showrooms plus Operating Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~Lionel Service Station #556
www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

THE TRAIN STATION
12 Romaine Road 973-263-1979

VIRGINIA ¢ Ashland (Richmond
Virtual Railfan hotspot! 60 trains DAILY.
Personal service/repairs/layout ideas. We ship.
1-95, EXIT 92, ONLY 1.2 Miles West to tracks.
Visit our website for store hours:
www.trainandtoystore.com

TINY TIM’S TOYS & TRAINS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

CALIFORNIA » Roseville (Sacramento)
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Athearn, Kato, MDC, Lionel, Atlas, LGB
Marklin, Brass Im orts, books, detalil parfs.
Everyday low prices.
www.rrhobbies.com

RAILROAD HOBBIES
119 Vernon St. 916-782-6067

ILLINOIS ¢ Geneseo _
Trains, Scale Models & Hobby Supplies.
Specializing in Midwest Roads. Scout says
wide selection to scratch your Hobby Itch.
Visit our website at GRHobbies.com
or call for directions & hours.

GREEN RIVER HOBBIES
119 W. Exchange St. 309-944-2620

NEW JERSEY e Piscataway

Serving hobbyists since 1933.
Large selection of HO, N, & O scale
Railroad books - complete repair service
www.themodelrailroadshop.com

THE MODEL RAILROAD SHOP, INC.
290 Vail Ave. 732-968-5696

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND ¢ Manassas, VA

Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. All scales & Digitrax dealer.
Online Sales Visit www.traindepot.biz

TRAIN DEPOT
7249 Gabe Ct. 703-953-3767

CALIFORNIA ¢ San _Dlego La Mesa)
Exclusively trains. Craft kits,
detail parts, scratch suplglles,! books.
ide the trolley to Reed’s.
Open Mon through Sat 10-6; Sun 12-4
reeds@abac.com www.reeds-hobbies.com

REED’S HOBBY SHOP
8039 La Mesa Bivd 619-464-1672

ILLINOIS ¢ Mundelein _
Specializing in trains, HO, N, O, G, Lionel.
Books and videos. Northern IL railfan
headquarters. Open 7 days a week!
Please call for hours. Fax 847-949-8687
ronhobby@aol.com

NEW YORK ¢ Wellsville
HO, N & O Accurail, Bowser, Atlas, Walthers,
Williams & Kadee. Scenery & modeling
supplies. Plastructs, magazines & building kits.
Old local lines like WAG, Erie & EL.
Call for hours.

WASHINGTON ¢ Renton

N & HO model trains & accessories.
New, used, and we buy collections.
Thurs-Sat 12-6pm, Sun 12-4pm
www.pnptrains.com

CALIFORNIA ¢ Ventura _
‘Wide selection of domestic & import plastic
aircraft, armor, ships, cars, Gundam & rare kits.
HO, N, Z, O, G scale trains. Track, structures,
scenery & supplies. Also carry Estes rockets.
Open 7 days. www.venturahobbies.com

VENTURA HOBBIES
2950 Johnson Dr., #128 805-658-8138

RON’S MUNDELEIN HOBBIES EAST DYKE DEPOT PNP TRAINS
431 N. Lake St. (Rt. 45) 847-949-8680 | 332 E. Dyke St. (Rt. 417E) 585-593-0005 | 17056 116th Ave SE 425-496-8844
ILLINOIS e« Springfield OREGON e Portland WISCONSIN ¢ Green Bay

_ HO /G /N. _
‘Special orders / discount prices.
Display layouts / clinics / assistance.
Call for hours.

CASTLE TRAINS & TREASURES
4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. 217-793-0407

HO, N, Z, Lionel, DCC, brass
Reservation discounts, new, used,
Consignments, 16 minutes from Airport
www.hobbysmith.com

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

Exclusively trains, specializing in DCC, N,
G, & HO. DCC installation and award winning
custom painting and building available.
www.EngineHouseServices.com

ENGINEHOUSE SERVICES, LLC
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H ~ 920-490-4839

CALIFORNIA » Westminster (Orange Co.)

World Famous
Model/Toy Trains Onl
7,000 sq. ft. Super Center
www.arniestrains.com

ARNIE’S MODEL TRAINS
6452 Industry Way 714-893-1015

KANSAS ¢ Overland Park (KC Area)
_ 0,5, HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com

FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
10400 W. 103rd St., Ste. 30 913-383-3500

OREGON ¢ Portland

Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G.
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOr.com

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

WISCONSIN = Milwaukee

Exclusively Model Railroading since 1932.
One-sto shcrg?lng fromZto G
800-487-246/7 walthers.com

WALTHERS SHOWROOM
5619 W. Florist Avenue 414-461-1050

CALIFORNIA ¢ Yuba City
A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & ?If‘t items.
Repair service. We buy old foy trains.
www.westerndepot.com

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

KENTUCKY e Louisville
~ We offer 13 rooms filled exclusively with
items for modeling scales N - G. Repairs and
installations welcome. We buy and sell.
Mon-Fri 11-7 & Sat 10-5:30.
WEBSTORE AT: WWW.ROUNDHOUSEKY.COM

ROUNDHOUSE ELECTRIC TRAINS INC
4870 Brownsboro Rd 502-895-2466

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.
~ Only minutes from
Frederick, MD and Gettysburg, PA.
www.mainlinehobby.com

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

WISCONSIN ¢ Waukesha (Pewaukee
Marklin e Lionel e MTH » AF o LGB » Z 10
® buildings ® scenery * detail parts ® books
e scratch mlqu suyplles e special orders.
M-Th 10-6 ® Fri 10-7 » Sat 10-5 ® Sun 12-5
www.hiawathahobbies.com

JETCO’S HIAWATHA HOBBIES
2026 Silvernail Rd. 262-544-4131

CONNECTICUT » Winsted

A hobby shop for modelers by modelers. From
hard to find to latest & greatest. Large store of
quality products @ fair prices. Friendly service.
www.whitingmills.com
salesrrhobbysupply@gmail.com

RR MODEL & HOBBY SUPPLY
100 Whiting Street 860-379-3383

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Ashburnham
Specializingun New England road names,
HO/N Scale. Micro-Trains, Walthers, Horizon.
Special orders discounted.
hurs-Fri-Sat 10am-6pm
service@halfpricehobby.com

SHEPAUG RAILROAD COMPANY
23 Westminster St. 978-537-2277

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall

Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard, O & S gauges
bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585

CANADA-BC * Vancouver (Langley)
North American & European Trains.
All scales. Atlas, Rapido, Marklin,
Walthers, Roco & many more. New/used.
We buy estates and collections.
Shop online at: ictrainsandhobbies.com

INTERCITY TRAINS AND HOBBIES
19965 96 Ave., Langley 778-705-2131

FLORIDA « Melbourne

The Space Coast’s Model Train Shntp.
Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!
Dlﬁltrax Kato, Lionel & Walthers Dealer.
Atflas, IM, BWL, Piko, LGB & Rokuhan.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Email: trftrains@cfl.rr.com

TRF TRAINS & MNT HOBBIES
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd., #10/11321-241-4997

MICHIGAN e Flint
GI\iLGB & 1:20,3), O (Lionel & M'Ifl?d[], On30, HO,
N, & Z. Locos, cars, figures, buildings, track,
kits, scenery supplies, details, books & videos.
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service. VISA/MC.
Mon-Fri 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
'RIDERS HOBBY SHOP

2061 S Linden Rd 810-720-2500

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Jeannette

Trains exclusively. Lionel, MTH, HO & N.
Supplies and accessories at discount prices.

Mon-Wed-Thurs 10-5, Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-4.

Closed Tue & Sun. Expanded hours Nov & Dec.

www.needztrains.com

NIEDZALKOSKI’'S TRAIN SHOP
214 South 4th Street 724-523-8035

GERMANY e« Kaarst

Europe’s best known address for US Railroads.
We carry N, HO & G scale for all road names,
Atlas to Walthers.

Mon - Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-2
Overseas orders with VS & MC

ALL AMERICAN TRAINS

www.aat-net.de E-mail: info@aat-net.de

FLORIDA ¢ Miami

Still here after 35 CP/ears._N, HO, O, G scales.
Limited opening times.
Please email for times and days open.
Email us at; rtrtrains@aol.com
Visit: readytorolltrains.com

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

MICHIGAN ¢ Grand Rapids
LGB, O (Lionel, MTH & Scale), HO, N & Z
Locos, cars, figures, buildings, track, tools,
Kits _sa;ene% supplies, details, books, videos.
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service VISA/MC
Open Mon - Fri 10-8, Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
RIDER’S HOBBY SHOP
2055 28th Street SE 616-247-9933

PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg _
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.

N, HO, O, Lionel, LGB. _
Buy, sell, trade used trains. Located adjacent
to the Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

FLORIDA ¢ Ocala

HO, N trains & accessories
Visa, MC, AX, Discover
Open Tues - Fri 9-5, Sat 9-4
www.robshobbyworld.com

ROB’S HOBBY WORLD
8585 SW Hwy. 200 352-854-2799

MINNESOTA ¢ Burnsville

Premier model train store committed to
being a one-stop shop for model train
enthusiasts. johnsmodeltrains@gmail.com
Store Hours: Th & Fri 3-7, Sa 11-7, Su 1-5
www.bigjohnsmodeltrains.com

BIG JOHN’S MODEL TRAINS
1178 Burnsville Ctr, Ste 1032 508-918-8188

SOUTH CAROLINA * West Columbia

All scales, all major brands of
model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

Run your Retail Directory
ad in the next issue of
Model Railroader!

Email: classads@firecrown.com
for more information.

Model

Railroader

Subscribe to Model Railroader

¢ GotoTrains.com
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Visit The Trains.com Store today where you'll find high-quality, skill building
products curated by the Model Railroader magazine team, including:

« Books covering topics such as layout design & planning, modeling &
painting, wiring & electronics, track plans, and more.

» Magazines providing a deep look into high-interest topics.
- DVDs featuring step-by-step techniques, tips, and exclusive content.
 The best tools available for building and finishing a layout.

« And much more!

DESIGN A MODEL RAILROAD

from Start to Finish

-

IOl LI'.IIUI( INSIDE How-to tips in euery sturyl
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Shop Now at

Shop.Trains.com/ModelRailroads

Sales tax where applicable.

trains.com
STORE




© 2026 Jennifer Lopez Model .
p N I Railroader
I DON'T CARE IF ROD STEWART ?
POES BRING HIS TRAINS ON TOUR fm ;

WITH HIM, YOU ARE AOT” PUTTING
| THAT THING IN My SUITCASE! ML

W, uls S

F

Next Issue

How to build your
locomotive roster

Professional railroader Tim Garland

DISP|ay Ad Index explains how he chose the locomo-

We believe that our readers are as important as our advertisers. If you do not receive your merchandise or a reply tives for his freelanced HO scale
from an advertiser within a reasonable period, please contact us. Provide details about what you ordered and the Seaboard Central
amount you paid. If no action is obtained after we forward your complaint to the advertiser, we will not accept further '

Heavy metal railroad

advertising from them. Model Railroader magazine, 18650 W. Corporate Dr., Ste. 103, Brookfield, WI 53045.

Atlag Madel Railroad Co. INC.. ..o 5 PECE PYOOUCES. oo o0 s oo vrn e @i o 16 ‘ /
S L R Bo Sis bUIlt an HO scale Penn-
Podian Teehnology < «a s e v emmvaas-anav s / LT o U S . 46-47 Sylvama RR layout focused on steel
and coal.
Bachmann Industries, Inc. .................... 76 -
' SEAlEEAING:. oo cnva e o mosemi 2, 61 b .
A contest-winning

Broacway LImMEQImpONtS.. o sasssssaemmis L SHOWESE RIS . .. -« oo vnumnnnmisan e s 16 tl’aCk p|an In the ﬂESh

b ORI s e T S T e B S AT 9 Brian Chapin took inspiration from
SDundTTa}(J( ................................. 7 an N Scale plan that won first prize

1011 G 7 | in Model Railroader’s 2009 track
Spl’lﬂg CI'EEk .............................. ' 19 planning Contest-

Evergreen ScaleModels ...................... 16
Subscribe to Model Railroader................. 68 PIUS more:

Greaf Midwest Teain Show .. . oo vv v v 19

. e Add power to your layout or

1008 NalliS csns tronevs i o s i ST 16 K Kk,

Great Train EXPO .. «v e co v votn sminossnsiasmsn s 19 workbenc ;‘N't a computer
M WOl o v arovaen sy 16 PSS RAry

GreenburgShows .................. ... ..... 19 e Supercharge your skill level with
TrAINS.COM . . o oo oo 18 tips in October’s Model Railroad

Katﬂ USA |HC ................................ 75 Planning article

VIR TH0Ce e s e st e e 56 TR COMY o i s s A R .9 e Behind the Scenes with Lou Sassi

Model Train Market. .. ..., 7 Wm. K. Walthersinc.............cevnninnn, 3 S b Z b

Modelers Marketplace.................... 69 Woodland Scenics. ....oovviiiiiiie . 63 -t u d Sc{' e

National Model Railroad Association ............ 9 Yoinkes DabbIer. «owv oo vrons be anvuenis iatan 9 0 ay 7

The Display Advertiser Index is provided as a service to Model Railroader magazine readers. www.Trains.com
The magazine is not responsible for omissions or for typographical errors in names or page numbers.
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Integrating MRP (and GMR) into MR

NEW COLUMN: BEHIND THE SCENES

el
'ﬁﬂﬁfr'uad”

I’ll depart from my usual
hobby-oriented commentary
this month to add some back-
ground information on what
we hope will be an important
addition to each issue of MR.
As Editor Eric White has
noted in his editorial, among
the enhancements he’s made
to this magazine are the
merger of the two annuals —
Model Railroad Planning and
Great Model Railroads — into
Model Railroader. As MRP’s
editor since it was launched
in 1995, I'd like to explain
why I think this is an impor-
tant step forward for MR.

First, however, let me stress
that our loyal MRP readers
will not lose any content.
Each issue of MRP contained
10 to 12 feature articles. With
one “MRP” feature in each
issue of MR, the number of
articles you will receive annu-
ally remains the same.

My job also remains as
before. Those contributors
who worked with me in the
past or have what they con-
sider article proposals should
still direct their inquiries and
feature packages to my atten-
tion at consulting.editor@
firecrown.com.

Let’s reflect on MRP’s mis-
sion for a few moments. It
was created to help modelers

74 Trains.com

LODK INSIDE How-to tips A

Model RU’!“T“d

every story!

Model
Railroader

BUILD A GREAT LAYOUT

Plansing and research
led ta this stunning
HO scale Clinchfield
modeal railroad

. do a better job of planning

. and then designing their

. model railroads, or making

. enhancements or additions to
. extant layouts. But by making
. it a separate, annual maga-

. zine, too often it failed to

. reach those who most needed
. the help: modelers getting

. started in the hobby. They are
. often on a limited budget, and :
. buying another magazine was
. not high on their list of prior-
: ities. I suspect we also came

. up short by not offering a

. bundled subscription package
. where readers could subscribe
" to MR and MRP.

I didn’t, and won’t, choose

. feature material that caters

. only to the needs of begin-

. ners. We're all beginners in

. one sense or another. We’re

. all good at some things but

. less so in others. We may

. have the best-laid and bal-

: lasted track in the region but
. haven’t a clue how to operate
. an electrostatic grass applica-
. tor or merge digital photos

. into a panoramic backdrop.

So I did my best to obtain

. material that I thought would
. be interesting, even inspiring,
. to beginners and more expe-

. rienced modelers alike. If it

. had a touch of humor, so

. much the better. That will

. continue in the MRP-

. bannered features that will

. now appear in MR.
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. Time for a change. I live and
. work in New Jersey, hundreds
. of miles from MR’s offices in

. Brookfield, Wis. So, I usually
. have no more idea about

. what’s in the next MR than

. you do. But when we decided
. to merge MRP and GMR into
. MR, discussions segued into

. whether it was time to make a

few other upgrades. That led

. to the new Behind the Scenes
. at MR column. On a rotating
. basis, it will give each of those
. listed on the masthead a

. chance to tell you about our

model railroad plans or

. accomplishments. The

. September issue was selected
. to announce the enhance-

. ments, as that’s when Great

. Model Railroads readers

. would expect to see the 2027
. issue. Rather than the one-

. per-month approach we’re

. using for MRP, I
. understand the

. November MR

. will include a lot
. of GMR features.

Contributors

Model Railroad Planning and

. Great Model Railroads stories
. will now be regular offerings
. in Model Railroader.

. also what I've always called a
. “good read.” If you think
. about it, when we pass along
. information to someone

orally, there is often some

. good-natured joking going
. on. So if we write conversa-
. tionally, our articles should

be more fun yet equally use-

. ful to read.

. Model Railroad Planning

. had a loyal following for more
. than a quarter of a century.

. Editing it was certainly one of
. the highlights of my profes-

. sional career. I will always be

. indebted to MR and Kalm-

. bach Publishing for breaking

: tradition by appointing an

outsider to pro-
duce one of MR’s
special editions.
But we must
adapt to the
changing times,
and I believe we
have made a pos-
itive step for-

. entertaining as it
. is informative.

. This will ensure

. you receive not

. merely a useful

. set of modeling

. instructions but

WE MUST ADAPT
TO THE CHANG-
ING TIMES, AND |
BELIEVE WE HAVE
MADE A POSITIVE
STEP FORWARD...
— TONY

ward by integrat-
ing MRP and
GMR into MR.
We look forward
to hearing from

readers about the
change. I3



FIONEER

KATO

PRECISION RAILROAD MODELS

ZJEPHYR

BERAND NEW FROM KATO USA

KATO is proud to announce “The Pioneer Zephyr”

in N-Scale! This name train was built for the CB&Q,
KATO will be recreating it's current appearance at the
MSI in Chicago.

In the early 1930s, railroads suffered great losses

as people stopped taking the train due to the Great
Depression, and the automobile was gaining popular-
ity. Backed into a corner, the CB&Q decided to strike
up a deal with the Budd company to create a “trainset
of the future” to provide customers with streamlined
service. Thankfully, Budd delivered! The locomotive
and cars featured futuristic streamlining and articulat-
ed bougies for smoother performance.

On May 26th, 1934, it set a speed record for travel

between Denver and Chicago. It made a 1015-mile run ___ ia

in 13 hours. This trip typically took two days, and the
train reached a top speed of 112.5 mph. The consist
was finally retired in 1960, but thankfully, it was later
donated to the Museum of Science and Industry.

Model Features:

» Special 3-Car Bookcase Set

* Directional lighting on the headlight and taillight
 Unique articulated truck for smooth performance
 Upgradable with Interior Lighting Kits

e DCC Ready

Kato U.S.A., Inc

5332005 R
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[ 106-101

N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr MSRP $199
106-101-1 N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr (w Lights) MSRP $244
106-101-DCC N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr (DCC) MSRP $299
106-101-DCC-1 N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr (DCC & Lights) MSRP $344
106-101-S N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr (Sound) MSRP $399
106-101-S-1 N CB&Q Pioneer Zephyr (Sound & Lights) MSRP $444

100 Remington Road Schaumburg, IL 60173 847-781-9500

.Releasfng December 2026, DCC & Sound later date.

Pre-orders are now open!*

www.katousa.com
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THE U.S. SAVINGS BONDS BOXCAR SERIES FROM BACHMANN-

From the 1960s to the 1980s, a number of railroads assisted in a campaign for promoting the purchase éﬁ‘@gcﬂﬂi@ Bonds by .'Faﬁhics e
related to the program on the sides of boxcars, effectively using them as rolling billboards. Some rail ds went all out in this endeavor with |

specially painted cars, while others took a more reserved approach, adding the required graphics to their existing paint schemes. As \ Iba g
250 years of the United States of America, Bachmann is pleased to pay tribute to this eye-catching series of Eﬂﬁﬁrio.EEQQ'ZS'Wt h five p toypr?él i
paint schemes, adorning our reintroduced 50' Sliding Door Boxcar, and representing railroads from sea to shining sea.
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{ FEATURES INCLUDE:

* Authentic and faithfully recreated U.S. ¢ Interior wood slat-appearance flooring '.‘__.
Savings Bonds paint schemes * Magnetically operated E-Z Mate®

e Separately applied brake wheel and Mark Il couplers

roofwalk per prototype ¢ Blackened metal wheels with RoSE Y e 2
- o 1 RP25 t Authentically reproduced U.S. Opening, sliding doors with '
® Openlng slid Ing doors contours Savings Bonds paint schemes wood-effect flooring inside ”
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@ BUY AND HOLD
U.S. SAVINGS BONDS

s CR 269198

R,

BICHMOND FREDERICRSEERG= FOTOMAC

1A A

3
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RICHMOND FREDERICKSBURG & 4 CONRAIL #269198 LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE® #109208
POTOMAC #2346 (without roofwalk) (without roofwalk)
(with roofwalk) ltem No. 19413 ltem No. 19414

ltem No. 19412

Scan the QR Code S ' [ e —————— UNITED STATES
to Learn More '

NORTHERN PACIFIC #31432 READING #19807
(without roofwalk) (without roofwalk)

ltem No. 19415 ltem No. 19416

BACHMANN INDUSTRIES, INC.
1400 East Erie Avenue; Philadelphia, PA 19124 USA

www.bachmanntrains.com
Bachmann Trains is a registered trademark of Bachmann Industries, Inc.




