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Scientific Models used to manufacture model kits, including ship kits and structures, in
New Jersey. On our 90th Anniversary, we have restarted production of "Made in the USA"
structure kits. We plan to design and offer new structures every few weeks.

SCIENTIFIC

1
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Every |tem in this scene is available at www.micromark. com'

A PRR Branch Line Trackside Shelter Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific ~ #88344...$29.95 G T Scenery Products Corn Stalks, 1" high, 90 pieces #88466 . ..$27.95

B Rural Tractor Shed With Hayloft Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific ~ #88347 ... $34.95 H JTT Scenery Products Sunflowers, 1" high, 48 pieces #88464 ...$27.95

C Rural Workshop Tool Shed Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific #88346...924.95 J JTT Scenery Products Oak Trees, 3-1/2" high, 6 pieces #88468 .. .$64.95

D Rural Farmhouse Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific COMING SOON! K Woodland Scenics HO Scale”Just Plug” Green Pickup #86641...922.95

E 6 Picket Fence Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific COMING SOON! PLUS static grass and turf, ballast, track and track accessories, adhesives,
F Telephone Pole Kit, HO Scale, By Scientific #88398...$12.95 paint and supplies, weathering products, trains and of course. ..TOOLS!

See Over 3000 Tools, Trains, Supplies and More at www.micromark.com, Including...

2 (4,

#87936

Magnetic Gluing Jig Cuts Your Model | Static Grass Applicator Adds Realistic NEW.| The Long-Awaited HO
Structure Assembly Time In Half $25.95  Standing Grass To Your Layout $39.95 Truck Spreadmg Plier Is Here! $21.45

#88043

NEW! Micro-Make™ Doctor DryBooth _— #81501 ' - #82838

(uts Paint;);ygir;g;isme In Haff Railroad Modeler's Tool Chest Is Great For Doc 0'Brien's Weathering Powders, HO Truck Tuner Makes‘Em Really Roll
' Structure Building And More $74.95 Set 0f 12 Colors $21.95 $19.95

FREE SHIPPING! MicroMark

On ANY Online Order Over $75* Placed at THE SMALL TOOL SPECIALISTS

www.micromark.com
USing Promo COde 4429 Cannot be combined. Offer is guaranteed through 12/31/18.

*Free Shipping offer applies to standard shipping to the 48 contiguous US ONLY.




THERE’S A CORNERSTONE KIT
RS C0R EVERY HO & N SCALE LAYOUT

MORE THAN 400 KITS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE, AND MORE ON THE WAY!

Designed for easy construction, every kit features detailed plastic parts plus illustrated,
step-by-step instructions. Many also include extra parts for easy customizing.
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933-3861 .N Central Beverage Distributors
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933-3794 HO Split Level House

SEE THE ENTIRE LINE AT WALTHERS.COM/WALTHERS-CORNERSTONE

WALTHE Hs Support your local hobby shop e visit walthers.com e call 1-800-4-TRAINS

Availability and prices shown were accurate at press time, for updates visit walthers.com. Preproduction models shown assembled and painted, some details and colors may vary.
Figures, vehicles, scenery materials and railroad equipment shown sold separately. DA®, Dairy Queen®, and the ellipse shaped logo, are trademarks owned or licensed by American
Dairy Queen Corp. Manufactured under license from American Dairy Queen Corp. Sorry, this product is not shippable outside the United States or Canada ©2018 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.
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in the UK.

With modular layouts, everyone
does his part

by Brian Moore

® Online bonus ModelRailroader.com

42 Quonset hut building flats
made easy

Cardboard tubes give these models the
prototype’s distinctive shape

by Joseph Kreiss

46 40 years on the Utah Belt Ve

Evolving motive power, industries,
operation, and scenery keep this HO scale
railroad set in the present day

by Eric Brooman

¢ Online bonus ModelRailroader.com

56 Kitbashing an HO scale 2-8-2
steam engine

Swapping out a lead axle for a trailing
truck is just the start of this conversion
by Robert A. Boyd

60 Scratchbuild a small-town
station

This O scale structure matches its full-size
counterpart thanks to careful research and
skilled modeling

by Tom Houle
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B Quonset hut building flats made
fF Convert a steam engine
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On the cover: Modern
mainline freight continues to
roll on the always-current
Utah Belt.

Eric Brooman photo

Next issue

In January, we kick off
our 85th year with a final
visit to Jim Hediger’s Ohio
Southern. We also look at
founder Al Kalmbach'’s
trains, introduce a project
layout, and more!

www.ModelRailroader.com
subscriber extra

mRvS

Video on
www.MRVideoPlus.com

Model Railroader (USPS 529-810, ISSN
0026-7341) is published monthly by Kalmbach
Media Co., 21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box
1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612. Periodicals
postage paid at Waukesha, Wis., and additional
offices. POSTMASTER: Please send address
changes to Model Railroader, P.O. Box 8520,
Big Sandy, TX 75755. Printed in USA. Canada
Publication Mail Agreement # 40010760.
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- ATUASIMASTER® HO MP15DC L@G@M@TIVES

g S -‘) 5’ HL

The MPI15DC s o versahle locomotive that is emplayed by boih large and small rallraads across North Amerlca in road frelght and yard sw:tchmg
duties. It was also purchased by several non-railroad corporations for use in plant switching service. Atlas’ prototypically accurate models are
packed with features and waiting for you at your local hobby shop!

Reading & Northern

Morristown & Erie

Visit www.atlasrr.com today and sign up to become an Atlas Insider!
We'll deliver all the latest Atlas news directly to your email inbox!

You
ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. * 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 » www.atlasrr.com n u




®vdeoPuys " Conducted by Kent Johnson
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Link. Look. Learn more!

When this month’s cover feature
highlighting Eric Brooman’s Utah
Belt HO scale layout concludes in
print, the story continues on Model
Railroader Video Plus! Subscribers
to the video streaming website can
view exclusive high-definition
video of the UB’s modern motive
power hauling fast freight through
stunning southwestern scenery!
Visit MRVideoPlus.com to start
your subscription, and then enjoy
numerous other top-notch videos
that promise to aid and inspire!

» Layout Visits:

Watch the action

on Eric Brooman’s
continually evolving
Utah Belt layout.
MRVideoPlus.com/PLVUB

Check out these exclusive
MRVP videos:

-4 . S L : .*‘1 ilr -
Off the Rails: Gerry Leone shares Ask MRVP: David Popp addresses DCC Programming: Learn how
a wealth of clever modeling tips, some of your toughest questions Dana uses DCC programming
tools, and techniques that are and hobby challenges through to run multiple locomotives in
suitable for all scales and gauges. helpful demonstrations. a single consist.
MRVideoPlus.com/OTR MRVideoPlus.com/AskMRVP MRVideoPlus.com/DCC2

JOIN THE FUN! THERE'S ALWAYS MORE ON MRVP!

With your subscription to MRVP, you'|| have access to With online access to the Modelers like Drew Halver-

exclusive HD videos covering all aspects of model MRVP library containing - son, Kent Johnson, and Tom
railroading. You'll enjoy: more than 1,000 videos, . Danneman enjoy friendship

you'll get game-changing . and photography by visiting
e Behind-the-scenes access to MR staff and projects techniques, cost-saving 1:1 Sca:le rail-
* Authoritative advice from notable contributors tips, and roads! With your

e Layout visits, interactive track plans, trackside more at the subscription to
y P ready, 24/7, MRVP you can

from any follow all of the

adventures, and more!

: . internet- fun the guys
Sign up at MRVideoPlus.com/27deal enabled TV, & _ had on Drew’s
. computer -deoPlus.com/ DTA40  Trackside
or mobile MRVid _ Adventures.

" {4 : device. - If you haven't discovered it
Mod g'l_:. S Vi d (=Te] Drew Halverson But what if you're simply _ already, MR Video Plus truly
esssssr P L U S Adventures _ looking for something to . has something for everyone to

inspire your modeling? . enjoy —take a look today!

6 www.ModelRailroader.com



CUSTOM MODEL
RAILROADS

Construction of Fine Scale Model Railroads
Prlvote Luyouts Museum Exhlblts Custom Structures

5Qua||ty bullt Iayouts smce 199:1& ]
WWW. cusiommodelrallrouds.com

410-889-0010
Visit our website to see these and more kits from CMR

www.cusiommodelrailroads.com

Check Out
MY BIG

CABOOSE

Sharing Our Passion for Trains Since 1938

10800 West Alameda Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80224
(303) 777-6766
Open 7 days a week!

MyCaboose.com

HALFIZI®SHOBBY|E

100's of HO and N Scale specials
at 50% off of M.S.R.P. at

www.halfpricehobby.com

Regular Stock items always discounted
from 20 to 50% off with low flat rate
shipping of $8.99

Featuring products from Athearn and other
quality brands

Special orders and pre-orders accepted at
regular discounted prices.

Please email service® halfpricehobby.com
for pricing and availability.

ZES OO
i for
__

DZ-1040HO
$78.00 ea.

Realistic action
with only
two wires

Slow motion
3 position flag

Sensors
built-in

- www.Z-Stuff.net
585-377-0925

_to rallroad emplre... &y

‘om TIrst

NCE PRO CAB #5240010

Our deluxe Pro Cab™ provides the
most user-friendly access to all DCC
system features. You'll spend less time
pushing buttons and more time running
trains! Simple menus on the easy-to-
read backlit LCD display will guide you
through the most advanced operations
with no fuss. Carefully placed controls
make controlling speed and functions
feel like second nature. Rediscover the
fun with a Pro Cab from NCE!

See your dealer or visit ncedcc.com

NCE CORPORATION e« 82 EAST MAIN ST. « WEBSTER, NY 14580 ¢ 585.265.0230

Dower of DCC

December 2018




MORE
REVIEWS
& VIDEOS

RS

Bonus trackside photos from the Utah Belt

e Videos

e News & Reviews
e Community

e Shop & more.

.. Conducted by Dana Kawala

It's always the present day on Eric Brooman’s legendary Utah Belt layout. Turn to page 46 to see the latest updates to
this proto-freelanced HO scale railroad. In addition to new motive power, you'll find changes to industries and towns.
You'll even find that some of the trees have grown since our last visit to the UB. Click on the link under Online Extras at
www.ModelRailroader.com to get this exclusive online gallery of new bonus photos taken along the Utah Belt.

Rl | |
More from the SP Quisling Branch

Brian Moore’s HO scale Quisling Branch featured on
page 34 may look familiar to regular visitors to the MR
website. For years, Brian has been sharing his layout
videos on the User Videos page. Find this page under
the Videos tab at www.ModelRailroader.com to watch a
variety of operations on this Southern Pacific-inspired
modular railroad.

8 www.ModelRailroader.com

LEEN

PROJECT PLANS

Scratchbuild a small-

town depot IR R s
On page 60 you'll learn how ' P
to scratchbuild a small-town

inl ERER NN

depot based on a Soo Line
prototype. As an online
bonus, you can download
a PDF copy of Tom Houle's
O scale plans. You'll find

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

many more project ideas
by clicking on Tips & Projects under the How To tab
at www.ModelRailroader.com.

FREE WEEKLY E-NEWSLETTER

Online extras, forums, and more! -

. -
Register for free on the MR home page and 3
get a free weekly e-newsletter that's full of "J o\

links to new videos, bonus articles, and more!
You'll also see the new product announce-
ments from every facet of our hobby. Members

of our online community can also participate in
our popular online forums and reader photo gallery.
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Econami

DIGITAL SOUND DECODERS

w ™

Get one at your local retailer today!
You won’t be disappointed.

Top Quality Sounds & Features

DON'T HAVE TO BREAK THE BANK!

Wouldn’t you like to have awesome sound and features in all of your locomotives? The ECO-PNP easily
replaces the factory-installed light board in many models. With Econami enjoy over 40 prototypical diesel
sounds, Hyperdrive2 advanced motor control, and 6 lighting functions all for a budget-friendly price!

SOUNDTRAXX"

www.soundtraxx.com

Volume 1: Howard Zane’s
Piermont Division, featuring:
Erie e NYC e CNJ ¢ LV ¢ L&N e C&O

over 70 locomotives!

Tony Koester’s Nickel Plate Road

Coming in Volume 2:

Only $39.95
2 Hours ¢ HD 1080p

Operation e Interviews

Specialty Segments

www.nacesvideography.com * 800-285-8685 * forrest@nacesvideography.com

-

'__

Buy Tickets Online Now FOR INFO OR TO EXHIBIT AT A SHOW CONTACT:

www.TrainShow.com

and Save Money!

280 Carlton Drive, Carol Stream, IL 60188
(630) 290-1962 - Info@TrainShow.com

Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm
November 3-4 * Shakopee, MN
Canterbury Park

November 24-25 * Richmond, CA
Craneway Pavillion

November 24-25 ¢ Collinsville, IL
Gateway Center

December 1-2 * Fort Wayne, IN
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum

December 15-16 * Overland Park, KS
Overland Park Convention Center

December 29-30 * Grayslake, IL
Lake County Fairgrounds

-~ IRAINSHOW.LOM

.

Y R See These Major Manufacturers: 3] K )

= o b

Al T W 200 Booths of Manufacturers & Retailers! 3 w
g - J K idi ; ids— | " 5
Quality Train Shows ﬂtgg slgmg ik ;ord KIK;\S ; FREE'- America’s Premier
Coast To Coast k1 perating Model Railroads: Train & Toy Show
pll:h‘ U Demos, Seminars, New Products and Much More!

Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm

©. 8

Jan. 5-6 * Schaumburg, IL  Schaumburg Convention Center

November 10-11 * Monroeville, PA
Monroeville Convention Center

Jan. 12-13 * Oaks, PA Greater Philadelphia Expo Center

November 17-18 ¢ Wilmington, MA
Shriners Auditorium

Feb. 9-10 * Council Bluffs, IA Mid-America Center

November 24-25 ¢ Edison, NJ
New Jersey Expo Center

Feb. 23-24 * Novi, Ml Suburban Collection Showplace

VISIT TRAINSHOW.COM FOR THE
LATEST TRAIN SHOW DATES
HAVE TRAINS TO SELL?
CALL 630-290-1962

DuPage County Fairgrounds 9am-3pm
County Farm & Manchester, Wheaton, IL 60187

Largest Monthly Train Show in the US

December 1-2 * Timonium, MD
Maryland State Fairgrounds

December 8-9 * Lebanon, PA
Lebanon Valley Expo Center

Sep 9 Oct 14 Nov 11

December 15-16 * Chantilly, VA
Dulles Expo Center

Dec 9 Jan 13 Feb 10

December 29-30 * Virginia Beach, VA
Virginia Beach Convention Center

December 2018




Like vitamins for your modeling

I don’t know about you, but
there’s a real ebb and flow to
my modeling. Sometimes I'm
very motivated to make prog-
ress on my model railroad.
Other times I get a little, well,
stagnant.

Not that I ever run out of
projects to work on. But
sometimes I do lack drive.

Part of it, certainly, is the
seasonal factor. Living in the
upper Midwest, I try to be
outside as much as I can
while its warm and sunny
during the summer and fall,
which seem to last about a
week each. That generally
means little time is spent on
modeling projects.

Winter, and usually
spring, mean a good six
months spent largely indoors.
More gets done then.

One thing I noticed a few
years ago, though, is I seem to
get more done immediately
after having gone to a train

Founder

Editor

Managing Editor
Senior Editor

Group Technical Editor
Associate Editors

Phone
E-mail
Fax

Model Railroader Art Team

Art Director
Senior Graphic Designers

Railroader

Model railroading is fun!

Dana Kawala
Cody Grivno
Steven Otte, Eric White
Contributing Editors Tony Koester, Pelle Seeborg,
Larry Puckett, Lou Sassi

Thomas G. Danneman
Scott Krall : Fax

. show. Not really because

. T came home from it with a

. big bag of stuff (or several),

: but because of the things

: I saw there and people I met

. and talked to. They all served
. to inspire me.

. It’s like taking vitamins for :
: my modeling.

. It really doesn’t matter what

. kind of an event it is. A local

: train show, a National Model
: Railroad Association conven-
. tion or regional, or a proto-

. type modelers meet all have

. the same effect: the injection

. of new ideas and a renewed

: vigor for what I'm doing. That
: usually equals progress.

There’s something to learn

. at these events from each lay-
. out on display, no matter

. what scale. There are clinics

: to show you how to do some-
. thing new. Inevitably there’s
also someone to meet who is
. doing something unique, dif-
. ferent, or innovative.

A.C. Kalmbach 1910-1981 Advertising Department

Hal Miller :
Jeff Reich : Ad Sales Manager

. Phone
. E-mail

: Phone

¢ Outside U.S. and Canada

. E-mail
. Website

Drew Halverson

Lead lllustrator

Production Specialist Cindy Barder : Customer Sales and Service
: Phone
Model Railroader Video Plus : Outside U.S. and Canada
. Customer Service
Producer A. David Popp : customerservicc@ModelRailroader.info
Associate Producer Kent Johnson :

Associate Editor
Assistant Editor

10 www.ModelRailroader.com

Rick Johnson

Ben Lake :
Jenny Maaske r‘iKalmbach

Media

you go.

. Ad Sales Representatives

. Ad Services Representative
: To purchase an advertisement

To sell Model Railroader in your store:

www.Retailers.Kalmbach.com

And then there’s the

. enthusiasm factor. Hundreds
. or thousands of model rail-

- roaders all in the same place

. at the same time are usually a
. very happy bunch, and are

. eager to share the hobby.

Let’s not discount the

: value of the materials one can
. pick up at shows, either.

: Sometimes you find a tool to

: make a job easier, or the right
: car, or a needed reference

: book or photo.

You just never know until

It might work for you, too.

. If you're feeling a little stalled
© on a project, a show might be
- the tonic you need to get

. going again. It doesn’t have to
: be a big one. It could just be a
- local swap meet. But I guar-

- antee you'll find something

. there that energizes you.

Speaking of unique, the
- Utah Belt definitely fits into
- that category. I can’t imagine

By Hal Miller

. there are many model rail-

. roads out there that have

. changed along with the

. decades like Eric Brooman’s
. exceptional layout. You can
- see it starting on page 46.

Congratulations on reach-

- ing 40 years. I, for one, can’t
. wait to see what inspiration
- the next decade brings.

%

Model

Contributing to Model Railroader

. We welcome contributions from readers, including articles, photographs, and drawings. For more information

. on submitting material, call us at 262-796-8776 and ask for an MR staff member or e-mail us at mrmag@mrmag.com.
: Model Railroader assumes no responsibility for the safe return of unsolicited material. We assume unsolicited
material is intended for publication by Kalmbach Media unless otherwise noted. We assume letters, questions, news
releases, and club news items are contributed gratis.

: Kalmbach Media

Lori Schneider
Martha Stanczak,
Mike Ferguson
Nanette Hackbarth :

888-558-1544, ex. 643
adsales@mrmag.com

800-558-1544 :
262-796-8776, ex. 818 :
tss@kalmbach.com

262-798-6592

Chief Executive Officer
¢ Senior Vice President, Finance
: Vice President, Content/Editorial Director

: Advertising Sales Director

: Circulation Director

Art and Production Manager
¢ New Business Manager

: Retention Manager

: Single Copy Specialist

Dan Hickey
Christine Metcalf

Stephen C. George

¢ Vice President, Consumer Marketing Nicole McGuire

¢ Vice President, Operations

: : Vice President, Human Resources

mrmag@mrmag.com :
262-796-1142

Brian J. Schmidt
Sarah A. Horner

i Senior Director, Advertising Sales and Events

David T. Sherman
Scott Redmond
Liz Runyon
Michael Soliday
Cathy Daniels
Kathy Steele

Kim Redmond

: SUBSCRIPTION RATE: Single copy: $5.99; U.S.: 1 year

i (12 issues) $42.95; 2 years (24 issues) $67.95; 3 years

877-246-4879
903-636-1125 :

: (36 issues) $94.95. Canadian: Add $13.00 postage per year.
: Canadian price includes GST, BN 12271 3209 RT, payable
: in U.S. funds. All other international subscriptions:

¢ Add $20.00 postage per year, payable in U.S. funds,

: drawn on a U.S. bank. ©2018, Kalmbach Media Co.

: Title registered as trademark. All rights reserved.
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Train Station

HO Scale (279-5041) ! HO Scale (279-5010)
0 Scale (279-4436) : 0 Scale (279-3846)

Morton® Salt Factory Vetter Sash & Door Pepsi® Bottling Plant Red Barn Starbucks® Coffee Shop

HO Scale (279-5012) .oooureeerssssssssen $69.99  HO Scale (279-5018) .... HO Scale (279-5014) ... HO Scale (279-5016) $59.99  HO Scale (279-5040)
0 Scale (279-3847) c.ooovooeereeeeerrrseree . 0 Scale (279-4324) ...... 0 Scale (279-3860) ...... 0 Scale (279-4430) ..... . $89.90 0 Scale (279-4325) ..ocvversssssssessssssins

HO SCALE DIE-CAST

Wally's Service Station Fire-Damaged Engine House 30-Sign Maintenance Shed
HO Scale (279-5017) ....eeerrueenersenens $59.99  HO Scale (279-5006) .........ccccrerseesses $59.99  HO Scale (279-5009) .........cceuuseusessenss $49.99 Pepsi® Truck Mountain Dew® Truck

HO Scale (279-3977) .. $19.99 HO Scale (279-3976) .. $19.99

Mercedes Van (Silver) Mercedes Van (Red) Mercedes Truck
HO Scale (279-3698) .. $14.99 HO Scale (279-3697) .. $14.99 HO Scale (279-4472) .. $14.99

o | &=

Crush Vehicle Dump Truck Hydraulic Excavator
HO Scale (279-3923) .. $24.99  HO Scale (279-3928) .. $19.99 HO Scale (279-3937) .. $24.99

0 Scale (279-4431) ......ccouursenscrsensinans $89.99 0 Scale (279-3092) ........oeersenirnnsanas $79.99 0 Scale (279-3069) ..........corerserserssens $69.99

Dakota™ Cabinet Factory Grandpa's House

HO Gauge (279-5002) ..........oseesseessees $69.99  HO Scale (279-5005) ........c.cnseruserssens $59.99  HO Scale (279-5007) ...
0 Gauge (279-2678) ........cvussssnans SOLD OUT 0 Scale (279-3389) .......ouvussessssussnsens $69.99 0 Scale (279-3390)......

Material Handler — &3&

HO Scale (279-3921) .. $29.99
A

o

Menards® Power & Light Menards® Hobby Shop Red OwI® Grocery Store : J
HO Scale (279-5004) .........coveerrsnee $69.99  HO Scale (279-5001) ....c...ccuverrsnrene $50.99  HO Scale (279-5011) ...ovovsereeresessenes $69.99 P o
0 Scale (279-3051) .uvevvevssersesassenes $99.99 0 Scale (279-2677) ...oooverressssesrrsins $79.99 0 Scale (279-3472) uoovvvsseenssssssenens $99.99

p

. r.;,: -, 4 :
o - l‘.h
g _i'i‘__ i

Tower Gable Excavator
HO Scale (279-3925) .. $29.99

Fire Station No.12 Watkins City Block Herman's Sauerkraut Factory SIGN UP FOR HO GAUGE NEWS AND NEW PRODUCT
HO Scale (279-5015) .....cceerseresssene $69.99  HO Scale (279-5013) ..ovovvveeesrereeren $60.99  HO Gauge (279-5003) ........ccurerrseeen $69.99 ANNOUNCEMENTS AT MENARDS.COM/EMAIL
0 Scale (279-3848) ....ooeerverssessens $99.99 0 Scale (279-3971) corveererseesssnen $99.99 0 Gauge (279-3073) cvvevrrerrssrrennes $99.99

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ORDER, VISIT _ﬂaans.comﬁtaa_ﬁs
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added six-axle road units decorated for Kansas City Southern,
CitiRail, BNSF Ry., Canadian Pacific, and lowa Interstate to its
Mainline series. The HO scale models are offered in multiple
road numbers per paint scheme and feature prototype-

HO scale locomotives

e Electro-Motive Division GP50 diesel

road numbers), Genesee & Wyoming
(Indiana & Ohio and Toledo, Peoria &
Western; two numbers each), Illinois
Central (black, one number), and Union
Pacific (four numbers). Roadnumber-

specific details, light-emitting-diode head-

lights, and vinyl m.u. hoses. Direct-
current model with 21-pin connector for
Digital Command Control decoder,
$189.98; with dual-mode SoundTraxx
Tsunami2 sound decoder, $279.98. May
2019. Genesis series. Athearn Trains, 800-
338-4639, www.athearn.com

HO scale freight cars

.............................................

- -
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e Trinity 5,660-cubic-foot-capacity
four-bay covered hopper. New paint
schemes: Bombardier Capital Rail Inc.
(NBIX reporting marks), CIT Group
(CEFX marks), First Union Rail, General
American, Norfolk Southern, and
Transportation Co. of America (TCMX

marks). Six road numbers per scheme;

12 www.ModelRailroader.com
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 also available undecorated. Separately
: applied wire grab irons and uncoupling
- levers, etched-metal brake wheel plat-
locomotive. BNSF Ry. (Heritage III, three :

form, and body-mounted couplers. $57.95

. (undecorated, $52.95). First quarter 2019.
: Master Line. Atlas Model Railroad Co.,
: 908-687-0880, www.atlasrr.com

I Burling ton

E®R &0
Bl NN

. @ 70-ton two-bay covered hopper.

: Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (brown

. with black roof); Cedar Heights Clay

: (red, white, and blue); Central Soya (red,
: white, and blue herald); Delaware &

. Hudson (gray); Detroit, Toledo &

: Ironton (yellow); Erie Lackawanna :
: (gray); Grand Trunk Western (“dry sand
. only” stencil); Great Northern (gray with
o . o=@ " . black 1967 Rocky herald); Halliburton
: Services (gray and red); International
: Minerals & Chemical Corp. (gray);

: Mathieson (gray with green lettering); !
. Shippers Car Division (brown); Southern !
. Ry. (gray with green lettering); Union
: Carbide Linde (gray and green); U.S.

© Phosphoric Products (gray with red

. and black lettering); and Western

: Pacesetters/XTRA (gray with

specific details, light-emitting diode headlights and ditch
lights, RP-25 contour metal wheels, and Proto-Max metal
couplers. Direct-current models retail for $129.98. Versions
with a dual-mode ESU sound decoder are priced at $199.98.
Wm. K. Walthers Inc., 414-527-0770, www.walthers.com

- multi-color herald). Three road numbers
: per scheme. Factory-assembled plastic

- model with separate brake appliances,

- plastic truck sideframes, and metal

- wheels. $25.95. February 2019. Bowser

. Manufacturing Co. Inc., 800-327-5126,

: www.bowser-trains.com

. ® American Car & Foundry

- 11,000-gallon tank car. New paint

: scheme: Mathieson Chemicals (two road
- numbers). Full platform, no. 158 scale

- couplers, and two-piece self-centering

- trucks. $44.95. Kadee Quality Products

. Co., 541-826-3883, www.kadee.com

e Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe class

. Bx-76 50-foot boxcar. Separately

- applied plastic ladders and grab irons,

. metal wheelsets, and body-mounted

- Accumate couplers. Three road numbers

(100 of each number produced). $35

. each; three-pack, $100 plus shipping.
- Atlas Master Line model produced
exclusively for Railroad Innovations,
- railroad.innovations@gmail.com,

| www.rr-innovations.com




MOBILE UPDATES

Scan the code to access Model
Railroader’s weekly News & Products
updates from your mobile device.

e Depressed-center flatcar. Conrail,
New York Central (six road numbers),
Union Pacific (maintenance-of-way sil-
ver), Pittsburgh & Lake Erie, and TTX
(four numbers). Three numbers per
scheme unless noted. Wire grab irons,
American Steel Foundries 100-ton Ride-
Control trucks, and Kadee no. 5 cou-
plers. $39.99. Produced by ExactRail,

801-226-1909, www.trainlife.com

o Southern PaC|f|c class B-50-15 box-
car. Original freight scheme with wood
sheathing, Pacific Motor Trucks (PMT)
service with steel sheathing, and postwar
Overnight service with steel sheathing.
Cast-urethane one-piece body, Hi-Tech
rubber air hoses, Yarmouth etched bronze
corner steps and Carmer uncoupling
levers, and proprietary decals. Original
freight scheme with wood or steel sheath-
ing, Murphy radial roof, no end doors,
and K/AB brakes [wood] or AB brakes
[steel], $45 each. Steel sheathed with

.

R

N scale locomotives

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

: e General Electric Dash 8-40C and
. Dash 8-40CW diesel locomotives.

: New paint schemes. Dash 8-40C (two
: road numbers each unless noted):
available exclusively from TrainLife.com, :
: CREX reporting marks), Kansas City
. Southern de Mexico (Southern Belle .
. scheme), Lancaster & Chester (light blue,
: one road number), and Pan Am (dark :
. blue). Dash 8-40CW (three numbers

¢ each unless noted): Canadian National

: (red, white, and black with “wet noodle”
. herald and www.cn.ca), CSX (dark blue
. and yellow with Atlantic Coast Line,

. Chessie System, and Monon heritage

i heralds, one number each), and Norfolk
- Southern (black and white). New num-

. bers. Dash 8-40CW: Conrail (“Quality”
. scheme, three numbers). Undecorated ! :
. models (two body styles each) also avail- : :
. able. Directional golden-white light- ¥
- emitting-diode headlights, die-cast

: metal underframe, and Accumate cou-  : :
. plers. Direct-current model with speaker, : :
- $139.95 (undecorated, $129.95); with ESU ' :
. LokSound Digital Command Control  : :
¢ sound decoder, $249.95 (undecorated,

Citicorp (Union Pacific patchout with

__Conducted by Cody Grivno

Rustic water tower. This factory-
assembled, painted, and
weathered structure includes a
center scaffold for tower

inspection, metal cross cables and
trusses, and graffiti. The N scale
model ($69.99) includes a factory-
installed red light-emitting-diode
aircraft warning light (compatible
with Just Plug Lighting System).
Woodland Scenics, 573-346-5555,
www.woodlandscenics.com

: Murphy radial roof, no end doors,and AB :

. brakes, PMT service, $48; Overnight ser-  : :
: vice, $47. Kits also offered with Kadee

© no. 511 or Tahoe TMW-109 trucks and

- code 110 wheels or Tahoe Model Works

: TMW-209 trucks with semi-scale wheels,
. $52 each. Westerfield Models LLC, 303-

: 658-9343, www.westerfieldmodels.com

December 2018
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numbers per scheme. The HO scale electric ($329) has a
die-cast metal frame, positionable metal pantographs that
can be powered by overhead wire, and a dual-mode
SoundTraxx Sound Value sound decoder. Bachmann, 215-533-

1600, www.bachmanntrains.com

i o o g 7 ¥ T -y e R
Pennsylvania RR GG-1 electric locomotive. Bachmann offers
this Sound Value line model decorated for Penn Central,
Amtrak, and Pennsylvania RR (green with feathered stripe,
Brunswick Green with single stripe, silver with red stripe
[Congressional], and Tuscan Red with five stripes) in two road

Norfolk Southern (six road numbers),

. and Pennsylvania Northeastern (Con-

- rail and NS patchouts, one number

. each). Prototype-specific details, direc-

. Mist Gray). One road number per . tional light-emitting-diode headlights,
. scheme. Die-cast metal frame, separately : and all-wheel electrical pickup. Direct-
: applied detail parts, and dual-mode - current model with ESU Next18 connec-

. SoundTraxx Econami sound decoder.  : tor, $134.99; with dual-mode ESU
. $319. Bachmann Trains, 215-533-1600,  : LokSound Next18 Select Micro sound
: www.bachmanntrains.com . decoder featuring Full Throttle, $224.99.

e General Electric C39-8 diesel loco- Rivet Counter line. ScaleTrains.com,
. motive. Conrail (five road numbers), : 844-987-2467, www.scaletrains.com.

$239.95). First quarter 2019. Master Line. i Canadian National (“wet noodle” herald
Atlas Model Railroad Co., 908-687-0880, : with www.cn.ca); Norfolk Southern
www.atlasrr.com . (thoroughbred scheme); and Union

. Pacific (Armour Yellow and Harbor

e General Electric Dash 8-40CW die-
sel locomotive. CSX; Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe (red-and-silver warbonnet);

The Ladder Track System In Code 70

# L
lotoicepits
I ] " ]
o)) @'SE L LA New - Now Available with Code 70 Rail
For 25 Years, Simply... The new Micro Engineer- Z=iy=—. s=-. =
. = —:: -—-l"::'.l' :::":::1'
The BEST! ing Ladder Track System F=s—- I==— =03
Slow is a series of five different F=i—- I—=i—- i ==
HO Code 83 or Code 70 3= =~ ===~ @5": = ==
- - — - - 1 - b= | - - L -
Mot|on # 5 turnouts that can be ==~ = =5 F = — = — o - ==
. . : il s - —-— - - ==
Switch used In various combina- 35525 3EE¢ = EE EEEES
WILC tions to allow up to 30% 3325 == 2323 3= S
Machine | [more vard in the same Z=E 255 = = =
layout space. Information == i:'EZ:'E == == E= S
MADE IN THE | 800-6000 $ 21.95 -pdo‘;’s’ turnout telr_"P'ateS = i == = =
6006 6-PACK $126.00 and our price list are F== g == T, E =
USA 6012 12-PACK $245.00 available by email, give == - § e _.‘,__.‘;’55'-"
* Enclosed Gear Drive Mechanism us a call. See the Lad- 3= == e == ==
(NOT a Screw-Drive Machine!) der Track Sys’[em at your —— #5b #5¢ #5d #5e
¢ Simple Mounting - All Linkage Included! dealer or order direct #5a
e 2 Sets SPDT Auxiliary Contacts #5a Stand d.T #5b C d Di ina Track T
L ey SR G a Standard Turnout urved Diverging Trac urnout
INCLUDE $8.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING #5c Lead Ladder #5d Intermediate Ladder #5e Last Ladder
Send SSAE for more info or $8.00 for complete
60 page Catalog & Application Book to: I:;:&E al\s,’llg 2::2(’6 Made in the USA
CIRCUITRON l’l#ﬂ-ill: Phone 800-462-6975 www.microengineering.com
\, 211 RocBaar Dr., Romeoville, IL 60446-1163 J Fax 636-349-1180 service@microengineering.com
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An Outstanding New Book!
A American Refrigerator Transit

REFRICERATOR
TRANSIT by Stuart T. Maher, G.J. Michels, Jr., and Gene Semon

Complete history of the refrigerator car company owned by Missouri

Pacific and Wabash, with car rosters and service history. It contains
240 pages, more than 400 photos, and 40 maps & drawings.

Price: $75
California residents add $6.00 sales tax.

Free shipping, domestic individual orders; $40 foreign ($30 Canada) [ﬂM’ " G snﬂ"

LCOMPRANY UNVEILING

v Order direct: 11508 Green Rd., Wilton, CA 95693 TRHINFEST NOV. 10-11
xSI GNATURE P RESS * Visa & Mastercard orders: 1-800-305-7942 o

WWww.signaturepress.com ® DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED

SHOWCASE-EXPRESS

. Wall to Wall Expandable Display Case

Case Slzw Avallable: Z. N, HD, 5, O, @, #1 & Stardard Cacg

HORNBY. THE FLYING SCOTSMAN

HORNBY
HOBBIES

Available from

Hornby America
Contact: 1.877.358.6405

www.hornby.com/us USA trade enquiries welcome

Lighting Kils and Backgrounds Available :
Join Top to Bottom
or End to End 714'&2'%?2

www.SHOWCASE-EXPRESS.caom

WORLD’S
LARGEST

AMERICA'S MOST AMAZING FAMILY ATTRACTION!
o “Certificate of Excellence”- Trip Advisor
“Travel Gem” - AAA
“Standout in Ohio Tourism” - Ohio Traveler
“Best Family Fun Day”- Best of Ohio

MODEL
TRAIN

DISPLAY =
25,000 SQ. FT.

* Train Journey

* Imagination Junction

* American Railroad
Museum

* Expo Center

* A-Maze-N Funhouse

e Coney Island Replica

* Hobhy/Toy Shop
Gift Shop

ENTERIRAINMENT |ONCEGN ceieunee,

(913) 898-8000

www.EnterTRAINmentJunction.com
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Multiple scales

Microbrushes. These versatile
tools for applying paint, glue, and
lubricants are now available in the
Kalmbach Hobby Store. Regular

(green), super fine (white), and fine

(yellow) Microbrushes are offered
in 100-packs for $14.99. The
brushes, by Alpha Abrasives,

have non-absorbent, non-linting
heads and a bendable neck.
Kalmbach Hobby Store,
www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com

(!.ctual Hudel Shnvm)

HOH- Buy Now at 844 9TRAINS & Select Retailers g, > ,, ¥

l 87 SCALE

16 www.ModelRailroader.com

. i e General Electric Dash 8-40CM die-
i : sel locomotive. British Columbia Ry. (as-
i i delivered scheme, post-2010, and CN web-
: ¢ site); Canadian National (stripes, North
. © America scheme, no stripes, and website);
: i and Quebec, North Shore & Labrador
: ¢ (conditional release, orders must meet
: ¢ minimum to be produced). Two to six
. i road numbers per scheme; also available
i © undecorated (two body styles). Prototype-
: ¢ specific details; die-cast metal chassis; and
: i operational headlights, rear lights, and
- ditch lights. Direct-current model with
: i ESU Next18 connector, $149.95; with dual-
: mode ESU LokSound sound decoder,
: $259.95. Mid-2019. Rapido Trains Inc.,
i i 905-474-3314, www.rapidotrains.com

i N scale freight cars

.1 © American Car & Foundry 50'-6"

. : boxcar. New paint schemes: Railbox

i ¢ (faded paint with patched reporting

i { marks) and Missouri Pacific (“buzzsaw”

. herald). New road numbers: Atchison,

i | Topeka & Santa Fe (large circle-cross her-
“ i ald); Apalachicola Northern (yellow); East

Thls ﬂmﬁu[:! lis} madt*.'unlieltraﬂaemark llicense,from General Electric(GE).

. Erie Commercial (reporting marks only);

. Green Bay & Western (yellow); and

- Ontario Northland (blue and yellow). Two
- numbers per scheme; also available undec-
- orated. Diagonal-panel roof, 10-foot

: Youngstown sliding door, and non-

. terminating corrugated ends. $19.95

. (undecorated, $14.95). First quarter 2019.

: Trainman line. Atlas Model Railroad Co.,

: 908-687-0880, www.atlasrr.com

: @ Assorted freight cars. Arizona &

- California 70-foot Husky-Stack well car,

- $29.90. Conrail 33-foot two-bay hopper

+ with coal load, $26.90. Injection-molded

. plastic models with plastic wheelsets and

. Magne-Matic couplers. Micro-Trains Line
. Co., 541-535-1755, www.micro-trains.com

O scale freight cars

e 25,500-gallon tank car. New paint
- schemes: Harvest States, CIT Group,

Transportation Equipment, and Trinity

‘ %

WWWN SCALLTRAINS COM



WOODLAND SCENICS®

FIELD SYSTEM

Whether you are adding texture and dimension or modeling tall
grasses, the Field System has everything you need to create
meadows, fields and pastures with incredible realism.

* Replicate a grassy shoreline
* Make a clearing in the forest
* Model an unkempt lawn

* Create farm pastures

To learn more about all 33 products included in
the Field System, visit woodlandscenics.com Purchase at your local hobby store.
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Club offerings

e Chicago & North Western
Pullman-Standard 40-foot PS-1
boxcar. Kadee HO scale injection-
molded plastic model custom-
decorated for the Chicago & North
Western Historical Society. 1964
paint scheme in two road numbers.
Positionable doors, separately
applied ladders, and Kadee couplers.
Single car, $42.95; two-pack, $78.95
(price includes shipping to U.S.
addresses). Illinois residents add 9.5
percent sales tax. C’NWHS, P.O.

Box 1068, North Riverside, IL 60546;

www.cnwhs.org/shopping/

SIGN o
ro"" '&7 ;r’
_ 2>

The only home and hobby cutting machine
with a built-in scanner.

Cuts most materials up to 2mm thick

To learn more visit ScanNCut.com

Scar>Ci:2
orother

at your side

©2018 Brother International Corporation.

18 www.ModelRailroader.com

. Industries Leasing (crude and vegetable
o). Four road numbers per scheme; also I
: available undecorated. Metal end sills,

- lower side safety rails, and safety rail

. support; body with jacket seams; and

: prototype-specific fittings and compo-

: nents. $99.95 (undecorated, $89.95). First
: quarter 2019. Master Line. Atlas O, 908-
: 687-0880, www.atlasrr.com

Z scale freight cars

: ® 40-foot single-sheathed boxcar.

. New paint scheme: Northern Pacific.

: Seven road numbers (single car, two-

: pack, and four-pack). Etched-metal run-
. ning boards, positionable doors, black-

. ened metal wheels, and AutoLatch

© couplers. American Z Line, 614-764-

: 1703, www.americanzline.com

l| DESIGNS |}

10 N 117, Lgmen CO WRELE"
W48

It’s so easy to manage your

subscription online!
* Pay your bill.

* (Change your address.
« Renew your subscription.
e And much more!

. Electronics/controls

. ® 50 x 90mm oval speaker.

- Compatible with SoundTraxx Tsunami2
- TSU-4400 4-amp digital sound decoder

: in models with higher stall currents.

. Provides low frequency bass sounds.

. Peak power, 5 watts; impedance, 8 ohms.
: $16.50 SoundTraxx, 970-259-0690,

. www.soundtraxx.com

. ® AS6 decoder. Six-function,

. drop-in non-sound mobile decoder

. for Atlas Model Railroad Co. HO scale
. Alco S-1, S-2, §-3, and S-4 diesel

. locomotives. Features back electro-

. motive force load compensation,

- RailCom, and programmable lighting
- effect. Compatible with light-emitting
- diodes (no external resistors required)
- and 12V incandescent bulbs. $48.95.

: Train Control Systems, 215-453-9145,

. www.tcsdcc.com

~ == Al pre-wired anid
resdy to connect

Visit subscribe.modelrailroader.com/help




y
‘0

-

0 .~
./; |

n mRc sYNCHR?
—
=

gounD 750 = o
=

Louis Southwestern are the
road names on this HO scale
. Operator Line model. The
: covered hopper retails for
. $25.99. ScaleTrains.com Inc.,
: www.scaletrains.com

@ Synchro Sound2. This
speaker from Model Rectifier
Corp. ($49.98) has assorted
programmable features

for non-sound Digital
Command Control decoders.
Model Rectifier Corp.,
www.modelrectifier.com

Northern, BNSF Ry., Canadian
. National, and Procor. Each
: road name is offered in 13
: numbers (single car, $26.95;
: two six-packs, $159.95).
. InterMountain Railway Co.,
. intermountain-railway.com
‘ . @) Tamiya masking tape.
: Now available at the
. Kalmbach Hobby Store are
: 6mm- ($5.25), 10mm-
© ($5.75),and 18mm-wide
. ($7.50) rolls of Tamiya
: masking tape. The tape
. includes a plastic dispenser.

. @ Pullman-Standard

. PS-2CD 4,785-cubic-foot-

. capacity three-bay covered
: hopper. Conrail, Cargill,

. Penn Central, Norfolk

. Southern, A.E. Staley

. Manufacturing Co., and St.

@) Johnstown America
AeroFlo coal gondola.
InterMountain offers new
road numbers on these HO
scale Value Line cars
decorated for Burlington

AL
DiGitrax /ntrodus
"U'U'Uk Wifi ln te

= Wi-Fi interface to a Digitrax LocoNet for up to'f¢
compatible mobile Wi-Fi devices and Apps.

Complete Train Control

= Compatible with most Android and Apple devig
running supported throttle apps

= Easy Setup and Configuration. A single LNWI
works ‘out of the box; with no additional
configuration required.

,QIG tr 5‘. -

m.

-

Digital Command Control

ENWELoconet Wifi Interface |

Uy TET T e e e

CONRAL

e —

[
[ ]
N "
r
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.:'-"'F L.
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=" = -:.."";- -~

Kalmbach Hobby Store,

. KalmbachHobbyStore.com

- @ Atchison, Topeka &

: Santa Fe class Bx-177

. boxcars. Atlas offers this N
: scale car in its as-delivered
: scheme and with BNSF Ry.’s
. post-2005 herald in 12

. numbers each. The Bx-177
: boxcar has 100-ton trucks

i and 36" metal wheelsets.

. The car is priced at $31.95.
: Atlas Model Railroad Co.,

© www.atlasrr.com

MREENWI allows you to connect compatible WiFi devices
SERtOLocoNet and run trains using compatible throttle apps

| Find out how easy It s @ www.digitrax.com/throttleapps/

December 2018
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* | includes two each of 10 different tie sizes
i i (enough for two no. 5 through no. 8
¢ © turnouts). Each tie has double-sided sol-
i : dering pads and electrically isolated sec-
. : tions. Ties measure 1.6mm thick. $4.50.
: ANE Model Co. Ltd., 886 3 4270573,
: © www.anemodel.com

: : Tools

e TK3200 Pro-Modelers tool kit.
: © Model 2175ET sprue cutter, model

40-foot high-cube intermodal containers. New containers from Jacksonville i 9180ET scissors for cutting photo-etched
Terminal Co. include CMA CGM, APL, Interasia, and CP Ships. The N scale . i parts, and model 450 TweezerNose pli-
injection-molded plastic containers have prototype-specific doors, a magnetic  : | ers. High-carbon steel construction with
connecting system (three magnets in bottom and metal top plate), and i i non-glare finish, Light-Touch return
Inter-Box Connecting pins. A two-pack retails for $29.95. Jacksonville Terminal @ i springs, and Xuro-Rubber soft cush-

. Co., 904-253-3430, www.jtcmodeltrains.com - ioned rubber grips. $69. Xuron Corp.,

s A R Ao TR RS S SR A AR S AR ~ 1 207-283-1401, www.xuron.com

® Port sharing device. Use with a Light Woodland Scenics, 573-346-5555, Decals

Hub or Sequencing Light Hub to add up : www.woodlandscenics.com g T

to four Stick-On or Nano light-emitting- : . o Contemporary graffiti decals.

diode lights per Light Port. Includes 6" Track - Set includes 17 pieces of graffiti.

connecting cable with female plugand ~ : ~ - HO scale, $10.75; N scale, $8.75.

34" x 1" piece of double-sided mounting : ® HO scale printed-circuit board ties : Microscale Industries, 714-593-1422,

tape. $8.99. Just Plug Lighting System.  : for handlaid turnouts. Each pack . www.microscale.com 2

&
Ay
W
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Christmas and Electric Trains, an all-new special issue from Classic Toy Trains
magazine, recalls the joys of Christmases past through holiday-themed
layouts, iconic store displays, spectacular train sets, and readers’ memories.

e A mother and son’s multi-level winter layout replete with steam and

diesel locomotives in entertaining scenes. GHE T g g

* An O gauge winter layout that showcases a grandfather’s sizable RA
lWAR

This heartwarming edition features: 3% y ﬂEcmlc TRAINS

collection of porcelain buildings.

* The latest (and greatest) under-the-tree layout from a husband and MEMORIES!

wife team — built with the help of their now adult children. HOW MODEL

. . . \, RAILROADS
e Toy train Christmas memories of readers. \ DELIVERED

. . \HOLIDAY JOY
e Department store holiday displays. T \

e And much more!

Reserve your copy today at
KalmbachHobbyStore.com/ChristmasToyTrains

Promotional offer available for a limited time. Free standard shipping to U.S. addresses only.

20 www.ModelRailroader.com
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Over 30,000 products i
Check.
Real-time lnventoﬁ
Check.

Great Price:
. Check.
Why shop anywhere else?
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MODEL TRAIN,
.~ 4

modeltrainstuff.com  (888)-410-2672

“Spice up your holiday traditions with Mega-Steam”

JT's MEGA-STEAM

Smoke Fluid 50PREMIUM SCENTS AVAILABLE!!!

Holiday Scents:
Christmas Pine
Hot Chocolate

- Candy Cane
B8 Christmas Berry
Gingerbread

$5.00 per
20z dropper bottle
$16 per 8oz refill bottle
Shipping charges as
posted on our
website or call for

« Superior smoke output STeniEalas:

* Quick dissipation -- does not fog up your trainroom

+ Safe in ALL manufacturer’s smoke units

* Proudly Made in the U.S.A. by train hobbyists

* Using only the purest & finest ingredients under strict
quality control

* Celebrating 12 years of service to the hobby

SPROG DCC/|[

the DCC Programmer and Control Family

Simplest DCC
Programming

Cost-effective

Operation as
Ry
Broader Range o~

Pi-SPROG - Raspberry Pi + wifi = simplel
Pi-SPROG Full- includes Raspberry Pi 3B+

SPROG Il - program any decoders
SPROG 3 - program / run a layout
SBOOST - power districts & auto-reverse

Power supplies, software
& lifetime support included

Get seasonal specials at: .

sprog.us.com/mr2018 |

YANKEE DABBLER INC

Check out our complete train store!

Repairs and decoders installed.
N, HO,S,0,G

Authorized Dealer: —
Digitrax, ESU-LokSound,
NCE, Soundtraxx, TCS 3

~ OPEN
Tue-Sat
Web(24x7)

101 W. Kings Hwy.,
(856) 312-3084 Bellmawr, NJ 08031

www.yankeedabbler.com

For Visa | MC orders and info: www.imegasteam.com

(434) 589-2660 *10am to 6pm EST
MEGA-STEAM ° 11 Out of Bounds Road
Palmyra, VA 22963 * email:jkmegasteam@aol.com

TIGHY TRAIN
w  GROUP w

If it’s on the website
or in the catalog we have
it in stock, PERIOD.
22 Freight Car Kits
10 Structure Kits
60 Billboards (preprinted)
35 NBW/Rivets
30 Signs
200+ doors, windows, details
Dealer inquires invited.
336-329-9038
www.TICHYTRAINGROUP.com
POB 220 Alamance NC 27201

WifiTraxcet started = s

www.wifitrax.com/getStarted . html

Direct Wi-Fi control of all your model railroad
Get started with four Wi-Fi technologies!

Wi-Fi Layout

|+ Make schematic
M control panels
=
7

Wi-Fi DC
Run DC Locos
via Wi-Fi

Triple Aspect Saund (Coming Soon)
+ Sound from
Locos, Tablet
& Layout
Use our free Loco Operitor and Tower Operator

opInD 1onpoud #opyop

Shop for buoks,\DVDs,

downloads, gear and
other products related
to your favorite hobby.

i Visit

KalmbachHobbyStore.com .

P27901

S 4 M&DEL
TRAINS

B Fh

Your source
for ALL

MAINLINE
HOBBY SUPPLY

apps for Windows 10 and Android

i

your Model
Railroad supplies ALL at
Great Prices.

Mainline Hobby Supply, Inc.
15066 Buchanan Trail East,
Blue Ridge Summit, PA. 17214

www.mainlinehobby.com
717-794-2860

email: mainlinehobby@comcast.net

January 26“‘ & 271*, 2019

Eastern States Exposition
£ 1305 Memorial Avenue
West Springfield, MA 01089
Better Living Center * Young Building
Stroh Building ¢ Mallary Complex
Saturday: 9 am - 5 pm, Sunday 10 am - 5 pm
Fore more |nformat|on visit us online at -

www.railroadhobbyshow.com
or like us on Facebook.
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Inspired by Harold Russell’s drawings, Rich Cobb built an HO depot modeled
on the DL&W station in Avoca, N.Y. Rich Cobb photo

Modeling the DL&W

I really liked Harold Russell’s article on the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western
station in Avoca, N.Y. [“Drawings for a small-town depot,” September]. Luckily, I had
enough Grandt Line doors and windows on hand to make an HO scale model.

Life imitates art

On a recent business trip, I drove west
from Hartford, Conn., an area I hadn’t
been to before. But I knew exactly where
I was once I saw a brick clock tower ris-
ing trackside in Waterbury, Conn.,
thanks to David Popp’s excellent model-
ing on his N scale Naugatuck Valley RR
in recent years.

It was funny to me when I knew the
name of the town I was driving through
that day, not from a map or GPS but
from a model railroad.

Mike Bivens
Oak Ridge, Tenn.

Origins of manual block

I picked up the August 2018 issue on
a whim. My normal modeling is U.K.
prototype in N, but I've a fair bit of U.S.
stuff and some ideas on how to use it.

I read the magazine with interest
until I got to Jerry Dziedzic’s column,
where he essentially confessed his igno-
rance on manual block signal systems.

Rich Cobb, Clyde, N.Y.

At that point, my interest was replaced
with a degree of bemusement. The prac-
tice of passing trains from signal box to
signal box using telegraphic bell codes
was and still is widely practiced in the
U.K. - practically all the heritage lines
use it, and I believe part of the national
rail network does, too.

I enjoyed the magazine, and will
keep an eye out for future editions.

You gave me a laugh; your bemuse-
ment amused me.

Reflecting on your remarks, I realized
that I'm guided by an unconscious deci-
sion to treat topics I choose in terms of
North American practices. I'll continue
this, because it’s my knowledge base.

Nevertheless, one of the friends from
whom I drew information for this partic-
ular column knows as much about U.K.

railroading as anyone else. Neither one of
- Mountain Models injection-molded plas-
- tic lumber load [“Three loads for open-

. top cars,” October] is 3001.

us tumbled to manual block’s origins in
the signal boxes you point out! Accident
investigators term this “situational

__Conducted by Jeff Reich

awareness.” We were focused on the dog-
. gone signal. - Jerry Dziedzic

. Great articles — and memories

The October issue arrived in my mail-

. box today, and I had a huge smile when
. I saw the cover featuring Joe Leahy’s

- Elmira, N.Y,, layout [“Chasing trains on
: the Erie and Lackawanna”].

I grew up in Elmira during the 1940s

- and ’50s. Joe did a great job of modeling
. the two passenger stations and siting the
- many industries and other buildings

- around the layout. Reading the article

. brought back a lot of memories.

Douglas Rundell
Glen Ellyn, 11I.

Superb article by Bob Warren in the

. October issue [“Operating on the Gorre
. & Daphetid”].

I was born in the early 1950s and

: remember seeing articles and advertise-

- ments that totally hooked me on model

- railroading. Everything John Allen did

- seemed to me like the work of a god - far
- beyond my capabilities, but always some-
- thing to attempt to emulate.

James Thompson
Kanata, Ont.

Hal Miller’s October column, “You had

to want to be a model railroader,” made
- me wonder if it’s really any easier today.

I recently tried to order a few things

. on one manufacturer’s website, only to
Kevin Knight

Brisbane, Australia

- almost a year ago. And then there are

- models that need reworking because they

- don’t meet National Model Railroad

. Association standards.

find they were sold out or backordered.
I'm still waiting for products I ordered

While the hobby has improved, it

- shouldn’t have to be this frustrating.

Wendell Ebbens
via email

. Correction

The correct part number for the Owl

Comments, suggestions, and additional information on Model Railroader articles and departments are welcome in this column. Every comment will be read,
but not all can be printed or answered. Make your statement in 300 words or less, and send it to Railway Post Office, Model Railroader magazine,
P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187, or e-mail rpo@mrmag.com. Please include your name, city, and state.
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AI’E NORTH POLE EXPRESS N EW

__Item 00751 = MSRP $315.00

Bachmann has new ready-to-run electric train sets in your choice of three popular scales. Our sets include everything needed
to get started in model railroading in one complete package: locomotive, cars, track, power pack, and speed controller. From
riding the rails with the Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey Circus® to a tribute to our service men and women to an N scale
train bursting with holiday cheer, we have the perfect set to get started in model railroading!

HO SCALE THE GREATEST
SHOW ON EARTH?® SPECIAL
Item No. 00749 « MSRP $259.00

HO SCALE CHESSIE SPECIAL
Item No. 00750 MSRP $255.00

B — =
e

HO SCALE STRIKE FORCE
Item No. 00752 =« MSRP 3279 00

§t=-.* _

N SCALE MERRY CHRISTMAS EXPRESS
Item No. 24027 « MSRP $225.00

R— On30 WHITE PASS & YUKON
SHIPDING Item No. 25024 * MSRP $479.00

NOWY! o T

PLUS MORE CHRISTMAS TRAIN FAVORITES!

Item 00724 HO JINGLE BELL EXPRESS MSRP $255.00
Item 00741 HO NORMAN ROCKWELL CHRISTMAS MSRP $299.00
Item 24017 N SCALE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS MSRP $230.00
Item 25023 On30 NORMAN ROCKWELL'S AMERICAN CHRISTMAS MSRP $399.00
Item 25100 On30 AUTO-REVERSING, BATTERY-OPERATED
NORMAN ROCKWELL'S MAIN STREET CHRISTMAS ~ MSRP $275.00
Item 90037 LARGE SCALE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS™ MSRP $509.00 T
© FELD ENTERTAINMENT, RINGLING BROS, AND BARNLUIM & BAILEY AND THE GREATEST SHUR ON EARTH ARE TRADEMARKS OF AN ARE USED LINIDER LICENSE FROM “I’]I:hﬁel'b . .
RINGLING BROS-BARNUM & BAILEY COMBINED SHOWS, INC ALL RIGHTS IESERVED, WWWRINGUNGOOM, s aetia e 3

Bachmann Industries, Inc. * 1400 East Erie Avenue ¢ Philadelphia, PA 19124 USA ¢ www.bachmanntrains.com




For more questions and answers,
watch the video series “"Ask MRVP" at
www.ModelRailroaderVideoPlus.com.

MORE

Q&A

Former DCC Corner columnist Mike Polsgrove installed a board-replacement
Digital Command Control decoder in this N scale Atlas GP40-2 for his August
2005 column. Bill Zuback photo

How do | pick a decoder for an older diesel?

I have recently converted my layout to Digital Command Control

(DCQ). | have a number of older Athearn and Atlas diesel locomotives
that I'd like to convert to DCC. How do | go about selecting a decoder to
fit specific older locomotives? Also, is there such a thing as a decoder for
power and sound in one unit, or do | have to get separate decoders and
put them together? Finally, is there a reference book that might contain
answers to my questions? Thank you for any help you can provide.

Michael Barron, Augusta, Maine

Although you can get motor-only, function-only, and sound-only
decoders, there are plenty of DCC decoders that handle all those
functions on one board.

Choosing and installing one doesn’t have to be complex. Decoder
manufacturers often make products specifically to take the place of the
lighting circuit board in specific locomotive manufacturers’ products; these
are called board-replacement or “drop-in” decoders. All you have to do
with these locomotives is to take off the body shell, remove the lighting
board, and replace it with the decoder.

Other locomotives billed as “DCC-ready” will have a modular socket
inside (8-pin, 9-pin, or 21-pin) designed to accept a decoder with the same
kind of plug. Just remove the jumper board in the socket, replace it with
the decoder, and you're good to go. (Just make sure the decoder you buy
has the right kind of plug.)

Older locomotives sold before DCC was prevalent might require you to
do some soldering; you'll either have to get a hardwired decoder, or install
a wiring harness with a socket to plug a decoder into. You'll also have to
isolate the motor from the frame. You might even need to add extra
power pickups. It can get a bit tricky.

No matter what method of installation you use, be sure the sound
decoder is programmed with the sounds appropriate for your locomotive.

We've run many articles about how to upgrade locomotives to DCC in
our DCC Corner column. We've compiled number of those articles into
handy books, including DCC Projects and Applications Vol. 3. It's available
from the Kalmbach Hobby Store at www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com.

24 www.ModelRailroader.com

(®) Here on the humid Oregon coast,

: the oxidation of track and locomotive

: wheels is a constant problem requiring
. endless cleaning. Great strides have

. been made in the radio-controlled

. model aircraft industry in the fields of

. electric motors and LiPo batteries. At

. least half the aircraft offered for sale

. are now battery-powered. A battery-

. powered, radio-controlled locomotive

: would solve my oxidation problem.

: What is the likelihood of manufacturers
. making this possible in the near future?
: Will MR nudge them in this direction?

John Rogan, Tillamook, Ore.

- ) Like the R/C aircraft hobby, the

. model railroad industry is making great
- strides in rechargeable batteries and R/C
. controllers. These components are being
- made smaller all the time, small enough
: to fit in On3 and even HO scale locomo-
: tives. We've run articles on what’s called
. “dead rail” in the past; check out “Bat-

: tery power and radio control” by Paul

. Dolkos in our May 2015 issue and

. “Battery power without compromises”

. by Larry Naus in June 2016.

- (® The model railroad club I'm in tells

: me to stick with National Model

. Railroad Association (NMRA) module

. standards so my modules can be

. interchanged with the club layout. But

. | want to do my own layout to different
. standards. Am | stuck between a rock

. and a hard place?

Bruce Himmerick, Bremerton, Wash.

- €} Unfortunately, yes, you are stuck

. between a rock and a hard place. The

- point of modular standards is to make

. layout sections built by anyone, any-

- where work with each other. If you don’t
- want to follow those standards, your

. modules may not fit with those built by

- other club members. You'll have to

- decide what’s more important to you —

. interoperability or uniqueness.

But you might find a compromise in

- Free-Mo, a modular standard that allows
- for more individuality. Free-Mo stan-

. dards dictate only the shape of the end

- panels. In between those panels, youre

. free to build whatever shape, size, or

. configuration you like — modules need

- not even be rectangular. The hard part

- will be convincing others in your club

Send questions and tips to associate editor
: Steven Otte at AskMR@MRmag.com.



who have already invested in another
modular standard to go along with
Free-Mo. Good luck with that!

(@ I'm looking into the possibility of
equipping my diesel fleet with sound.
I've heard many opinions on this
subject ranging from “There’s no model
railroad without sound” to “l can no
longer stand it and had to turn it off.”
What's your take on this subject? If |
were to proceed, how do you suggest
that | go about getting started with a
50-unit fleet?

) 1t sounds like you're asking for an
opinion about whether railroad sound is
worth it. That is, I'm afraid, a matter of
taste. I'd suggest you visit a few local
modelers’ layouts or nearby model train
clubs to judge for yourself whether
sound is something you would enjoy.

sound decoders have individual volume
controls that can be easily adjusted if
they prove to be annoying to your ear.

: Most of today’s sound decoders come

: with individual volume settings for each
: sound effect - engine, horn, bell, etc. If

: one seems too loud or drowns out the

. others, you can turn it down separately.

As for how to get started, the answer

- is one locomotive at a time. Equip your

: most frequently used locomotive with a

: sound decoder and speaker, and see how
- much sound adds to your operating

: experience. Some modelers greatly enjoy
. using sounds in a prototypical manner,

: triggering whistle and bell signals when

. the prototype would. Others are content
Mark Masters, no address given '
: background. You have to try it to see if
: the investment in time and money is

. worth it for you.

to just let the ambient sound play in the

(® When doing a serious kitbash on a
: steam locomotive, | needed to equip it
with an automatic train stopper. | had
: several photos, but none large enough
That said, you should know that DCC : to take measurements from nor to get
. areally good idea of the shape and

. detail. What are automatic train

. stoppers? How do they work? Even

.....BY Steven Otte

Model Railroader Cyclopedia Vol. 1 -
. Steam Locomotives didn't have
- anything about them.

Ian Venables, Brisbane, Qld., Australia

- ) Automatic train stoppers aren’t par-

. ticularly well-known pieces of equip-

. ment. I found a diagram and description
. by searching Google Patents. Our sister

. publication, Classic Trains, also touched
: on the system in an article in one of its
special issues, Fast Trains (2009).

Though some steam-era railroads

. experimented with the system, it wasn’t

- widely adopted in the U.S. According to
. the patent, granted in May 1907, it

. worked by means of a conductive brush

- that contacted a signal rail alongside or

. between the stock rails. If the stock rails
. were electrically bridged by the wheelset
. of a car or locomotive in the block

. ahead, the signal rail would be electri-

: fied, and contact of the brush with this

. rail would activate a valve that would

- release the air in the train’s brake system
. and bring it to a halt. Based on the dia-

. grams shown with the patent, the only

Y i
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external component of this system on
the locomotive would be the brush,
which the diagram shows as mounted

behind the pilot. On a model, it would be

almost invisible.

Modeling an automatic train stopping

system on your layout would consist of
occasionally gluing short sections of rail
between the gauge of your tracks. While
it would be the rare observer who would
know what you were modeling, such
details might be useful to operators as
cues to the location of block boundaries
or hidden uncoupling ramps.

(®) What would be an accurate
diameter of a cul-de-sac on a two-lane
road? I'm sticking with 3" for the road
width (about 22 real feet in HO scale).
| tried a 134" outside diameter, but
even though that’s about 50 scale feet
across, it looks way too tight to me.

) An Internet search of municipal traf-

of minimum radii for cul-de-sacs, rang-

READER TIP

Labeling paint jar lids

I really wish | had a workspace large
enough to hold a rack for my paint
bottles so | could see all my paint col-
ors lined up like little soldiers. Alas,
my work area is so small that my paint
has to go in a drawer. The result
often used to be a long search for the
color | need. Fortunately, | found a
solution: Avery self-stick labels no.
5247, which at 1" in diameter fit per-
fectly on the paint bottle tops. By
printing my own labels on my inkjet
printer, | can even select a font size

. ing from 30 to 40 feet for residential

: streets to 50 feet for commercial ones.
Dave Wereski, Wales, N.Y. :
. radius between 32 and 35 feet, a 30-foot
. cul-de-sac would be a little too tight - if
fic engineering standards shows a variety
i them, that is. But it’s common for streets

Since most cars have an outside turning

your model cars actually had to navigate

@ ASK MR

Dick Wissbaum uses 1" round peel-
and-stick inkjet labels to label his paint
jar lids for easy identification in his
workbench drawer. Dick Wissbaum photo

suitable for my tired old eyes. — Dick
Wissbaum, Newburg, Mo.

[A dot of the paint color on the label
would be a great visual aid, too. — Ed.]

. and roads on our model railroads to be a
- shade narrower than on the prototype,

- so I think you could get away with an 8"
. diameter circle, which translates to a

. 29-scale-foot radius in HO scale. If that

- looks too tight to you, your initial choice
. of 50 scale feet is well within specs. T3

Model Railroad Planning returns with 100 pages of fresh ideas and
inspiration for 2019! The latest edition features more small and mid-size
layouts along with scenery tips, track planning, and yard construction.

Featured stories include:

e A compact HO layout depicting the Delaware & Hudson in the Alco Century era greets guests at a New York state B&B.

And much more.

P33204

An HO tribute to the Akron, Canton & Youngstown, which provided a bridge route from the East to Midwest.
A superbly crafted multi-deck layout in O scale of the Louisville & Nashville during the steam era.

An L-shaped N and HO switching railroad showcases the Southern Pacific in Oregon.

Reserve Your Copy Today at KaimbachHobbyStore.com/MRP2019

Promotional offer available for a limited time. Free standard shipping to U.S. addresses only. Sales tax where applicable. Model Railroad Planning 2019 will arrive in late January 2019.
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Xuron®-Precision Tools
You Can Trust Made in the

Supporting the industry since 1989 USA
;\ Trusted by model railroad enthusiasts worldwide
- Purchase from your favorite hobby retailer.

Subscribe to the Xuron Blog to be automatically enrolled
in frequent product giveaways.

xuron.me/modelrr

MODEL RAILROADER"S
" ANNIVERSARY PRODUC

Celebrate 85 years of Model Railroader
magazine with these exclusive products!
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gLl NS .

Model Railroader
Garage Structure Kit
#84051

Model Railroader
Apron
#13001

- —
W INVEST = 104

i, i el Drsst .- -

Model Railroader Vintage Cover Prints
#84068 © #84069 © #84070

GREAT HOLIDAY GIFTS!

Model Railroader
Hat

#73000
HO and N Scale Milwaukee,

Racine & Troy Decals
#84059 and #84060

Model Railroader
Ammaied Slgn for Layout '

Order Model Railroader’s 85th Anniversary Products at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/MRR85th

Sales tax where applicable.

—

: ROCHE&TER'S'LABGEST‘

SAT 10-4 - SUN. 10-4
AT THE GORDON FIELD HOUSE
ON THE RIT CAMPUS
ROGHESTER, NY

PRESENTED BY THE
RIT MODEL RAILROAD CLUB

DEC. 8-9

S@0.acus

S niors

Freerasrkigs
under 12

Vendors Selling New and Old Trains
Operatlng Layouts in All Scales

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS
V /%774 MM For A Sonsons o

VISIT OUR WEBSITE, OR GIVE US A CALL
For orders only: 1-800-848-9119
Product Info (610) 353-8585 e Fax (610) 359-9846

MINIMUM ORDER : $30.00 e 15% Restocking Fee on Returns
No P.O. Boxes Please; PA Residents Add 6% Sales Tax

ATLAS HO
ATL10002669 ALP45DP Demo DCC..................... $174.99
ATL100028XX 21-23 NJ Transit ALP45DP DC...... $114.99
ATL10002824 NJ Transit ALP45DP 100th Unit DC$194.99
ATL100028XX 49-51 NJ Transit ALP45DP DCC ...$114.99
ATL10002852 NJ Transit ALP45DP 100th DCC ....$194.99
ATL2000480X 5-8 NJ Transit Cab Car Asst. #s ...... $64.99
ATL200048XX 09-12 NJ Transit Coach w. Toilet .....$56.99
ATL200048XX 13-24 NJ Transit Coach Asst. #s.....$56.99
ATL20004825 NJ Transit Coach “Cruise Control”....$61.99
ATL20004826 NJ Transit Coach “Scenic Route” .....$61.99
ATL20004827 NJ Transit Coach “Power Steering”..$61.99
ATL20004828 NJ Transit Coach “Hands Free”........ $61.99
ATL20004829 NJ Transit Commuter Car 3 Pack...$179.99
ATL80000004 NJ Transit Set (No Track/Pack) ...... $229.99

ATL2000483x 6-9 MBTA Cab Car Asst. #s ............. $69.99
ATL200048XX 40-55 MBTA Coach Asst. #'s............ $59.99
ATL20004856 MBTA Commuter Car 3 Pack.......... $192.99
ATL2000462X 2/3 NACS Container 3 Pack............. $34.99
ATL2000462X 4-6 EMP Container 3 Pack............... $34.99
ATL2000462X 7-9 HUB Container 3 Pack............... $34.99
ATL2000463X 0-2 UMAX Container 3 Pack............. $34.99
MTH HO
MTH8520160 BNSF GP38-2 DCC Ready............... $79.99
MTH8520171 BNSF GP38-2 w. PS3........... ...$109.99
MTH8520200 CSX GP38-2 DCC Ready................. $79.99

MTH8520211 CSX GP38-2 w. PS3....ccccvivvicnnen $109.99
MTH8520231 Indiana Railroad GP38-2 w. PS3...$109.99
MTH8520261 Maryland Midland GP38-2 w. PS3 $109.99

MTH8520310 NS GP38-2 DCC Ready................... $79.99
MTH8520321 NS GP38-2w PS3................. ...$109.99
MTH8520340 P&LE GP38-2 DCC Readly............... $79.99
MTH8520351 P&LE GP38-2 w. PS3........... ...$109.99
MTH8520370 UP GP38-2 DCC Ready ...........c...c.... $79.99
MTH8520381 UP GP38-2 w. PS3 ............ ...$109.99
MTH8520400 CN GP38-2 DCC Ready.........c.ccucuee $79.99
MTH8520411 CN GP38-2 w. PS3.............cccceuuneee $109.99

MTH8520430 Chessie/B&0O GP38-2 DCC Ready..$79.99
MTH8520431 Chessie/B&0 GP38-2 w. PS3........ $109.99
MTH8520460 Conrail GP38-2 DCC Ready............ $79.99
MTH8520471 Conrail GP38-2 w. PS3.................. $109.99
MTH8520520 Southern Pacific GP38-2 DCC Rdy $79.99
MTH8520531 Southern Pacific GP38-2 w. PS3..$109.99
**Other road numbers available for the items above**

KATO N
KAT10019 N700 Shinkansen Starter Set............... $209.99
KAT10025 RHB ABE 8/12 Starter Set ................... $199.99
KAT101324 TGV Duplex “Carmillon” 10 Pc Set.....$249.99
KAT1060017 Amtrak P42 Starter Set .................... $209.99
KAT1060018 Santa Fe Starter Set ........................ $209.99
KAT1060042 Amtrak ACS-64 Starter Set............... $239.99
KAT 106062 SP Lines Daylight 10 Car Pack.......... $178.99

KAT 1062015 Operation North Pole Set 2015........ $139.99
KAT1062016 Operation North Pole Set 2016 ........ $144.99
KAT1062016A Extra Cars for 2016 Set.................... $49.99
KAT1065505 Amtrak Enclosed Auto carries (4)....... $69.99
KAT1068001 Amtrak ACS-64 Bookcase Set.......... $172.99
KAT 10680011 Amtrak ACS-64 Set DCC................ $234.99
KAT 10680012 Amtrak ACS-64 Set DCCllights ...... $279.99
KAT 1068002 Amtrak Amfleet PV VI Coach Set ....... $39.99
KAT 1068003 Amtrak Amfleet PV VI Coach/Café .....$39.99
KAT1260401LS UP FEF-3 4-8-4 #844 DCC/Snd...$329.99
KAT1768404 UP SD70Ace #8444 ...........cccvevevenne. $89.99
KAT176843X 4/5 BNSF SD70Ace. $

KAT176892X 2/3 UP ES44AC....
KAT176892X 8/9 CSX ES44AC............ .
KAT1769001KBX 5/6 CSX EMD F40PH................ $169.99

Hours: M,- TH 10-7 e Friday 10-9 e Sat 10-5 e
Sun 10-5 (Nov. 1st-Dec. 24th)
2343 West Chester Pike e Broomall, PA 19008
(610) 353-8585 e ESTABLISHED 1909

Prices Subject to Change Without Notice; Not Responsible For Typographical Errors

www.nicholassmithtrains.com
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_ By Keith Wills

Personal favorites from the Art Deco era

In an earlier life, I was an
industrial designer working

with three-dimensional forms '
and space. My interest in such :

things started as a child visit-
ing wartime New York City
American Flyer and Lionel
showrooms. Flyer’s %/s"-to-

the-foot O gauge models were |

: Lionel’s Hiawatha, less the

: maroon striping, had a tender
© on two six-wheel tinplate

¢ trucks, rather than the six-

¢ and four-wheel trucks under

. the prototype.

so realistic, particularly its
Baltimore & Ohio 5304 Royal
Blue streamlined Pacific ...
and I badly wanted one. But it
was not to be.

Lionel’s museum area a few
steps outside its showroom
had 072 streamliners to make
one’s heart beat fast: Union
Pacific’s M-10000 and the
Milwaukee Road’s Hiawatha,
both running on its large
showroom layout. Then, after
the war, Lionel’s introduced a
sleek GGI and a New York
Central 20th Century Limited
streamlined model.

I came to know them bet-
ter writing much later about
model trains. Flyer’s B&O
Royal Blue had been Otto
Kuhler’s creation, as was the
Milwaukee’s Hiawatha.
Lionel’s no. 221
NYC 20th Century
was Henry
Dreyfuss’ 1938
Hudson cowling,
albeit a 2-6-4. Asa
boy in my 1940s
tinplate world,

I was unaware
that it was missing
a pair of pilot
wheels. There
would be other
Hudsons made

in scale.

Over time, our
Art Deco past
caught up with us.
In 2008, Con-Cor
made a beautiful
HO scale three-
unit M-10000 with
red striping, which
Lionel’s lacked.
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LIONEL'S
MUSEUM AREA
HAD 072
STREAMLINERS
TO MAKE ONE’'S
HEART BEAT
FAST: UNION
PACIFIC'S
M-10000 AND
THE MILWAUKEE
ROAD'S
HIAWATHA,
BOTH RUNNING
ON ITS LARGE
SHOWROOM
LAYOUT. - KEITH

A superb 1980s super-

. detailed O scale Overland

: Models brass version of the
¢ Hiawatha, with hinged smoke- !
: box doors, cab interior, com- :
. plete backhead and tender

: replete with detail, contrasted
. greatly with Lionel’s scale-

. tinplate version when later,

: exact detail was essential.

¢ After World War II, Lionel’s :
. two new models were NYC’s
i 20th Century streamlined

: Hudson and a Pennsylvania
: RR GGI. The GG1 was

: Raymond Loewy’s restyling

: of “Rivets,” the original PRR

prototype with a
riveted, rather
than welded, skin.
For me, it
wasn’t PRR’s
design any more,
but Loewy’s, par-
ticularly Lionel’s
tinplate version
and the many HO
models made over
the decades since.
Dreyfuss’
streamlined Hud-

tions in O scale

brass from Max
Grey plus many
others in HO. It
and the GGI are

popular Art Deco
replicated proto-
types, even more
than the Hiawatha.

son saw reproduc- :

probably the most

Union Pacific M-10000

¢ Union Pacific’s M-10000, the Pennsylvania RR’s GG1 electric,
. and the New York Central’s streamlined Hudson have been
. popular subjects for toy and model train manufacturers since
. they were roaming the full-sized rails. These HO scale models

And the Royal Blue? I've no
information if scale models
: were ever made of it.

- Railroads in the immediate

: pre- and postwar eras were

: absorbed in creating colorful

: modern streamlined locomo-
- tives and trains to attract rid-
. ers. Most have passed into the
: mists of history.

I came to own Flyer’s

: Kuhler Royal Blue (in S),

: Lionel’s UP M-10000,

: Dreyfuss’ NYC 027 221, and

: Loewy’s O gauge 2332 GGl in
. my modest tinplate collection,
: reminders of when railroads

: are from a 1970s Rivarossi catalogue.

- sought industrial designers to
. create fresh modern forms,

- and an era when automobile

- manufacturers called upon

. custom coach builders

. Rollston, LeBaron, Dietrich,

- and others to create unique

. automobiles for them.

. Railroads were just as eager to
. be different.

From these tinplate roots

- came my awareness of mod-

- ern design and forms which

- influenced my professional

- life and appreciation of their

- origins. My boyhood favorites
. are still handsome in scale

: and tinplate. [

American Flyer's 3/16"-to-the-foot O gauge model of Baltimore
i & Ohio’s Royal Blue streamliner was a flash of Art Deco style
¢ that set Keith Wills on the path of industrial design.
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A park scene can add visual interest

to any layout. Gerry Leone explains

TR how he added this park to his HO

F__,.«-"". A SO scale Bona Vista RR. Photos by the author

Add a park in a compact space

Real estate is a precious commodity . Vista RR. It was right along the aisle, so : peaceful, and real, and keeps the layout
on most model railroads. Naturally we  : Ididn’t want to put anything there that : from looking too crowded.
fill up the good spots with industries and ;| would obstruct the view of the town. . Follow along to see how the city built
towns. But what about those little slivers : Plus, it was too close to Main Street for ~ : the park in Mill Creek (with my direc-
of space that don’t seem to lend them- | an industry.  tion, of course).
selves to much of anything? :  SoIdonated the land to the city for

I had one of those slivers in the town : alittle park. As it turned out, it'safea- i  Gerry Leone is a contributing editor
of Mill Creek on my HO scale Bona : ture that makes Mill Creek feel homey, : for Model Railroader Video Plus.

STEP 1  PATHS AND SCENERY PREP

| used a piece of .080" styrene as a
base for my park. | painted the plastic
a flat, earth-toned color to prevent
the white from showing through.

Gerry Leone shares more great

modeling tips in “Off the Rails.” : 7 T Screw

Check out his monthly show at A

MRVideoPlus.com Blue painter’s tape .080" styrene sheet

www.ModelRailroader.com




STEP 1

Static grass
on white
styrene

Static grass on
painted styrene

To keep the styrene from curling, | screwed it to the ply-
wood layout surface.

Next, | masked the areas where I'd later put pathways
through the park with blue painter’s tape (see opposite
page). | curved the paths to add more interest and imply
that the park continues on into the aisle.

| tested different brands and colors of static grass on
white styrene and on styrene that | painted with flat,
earth-toned paint. After comparing the samples, | used a

PATHS AND SCENERY PREP (CONT'D)

"

Straight pins for
attaching ground
connection

Newspaper keeps stfay
fibers from getting into
finished scenery

blend of various shades of green 2mm and 4mm fibers
from Heki, Noch, and Scenic Express. The fibers give the
park a bit of a “wild” look without looking like tall,
unkempt weeds.

Anyone who's worked with static grass knows that it has
a tendency to go everywhere. | covered the entire town of
Mill Creek with newspapers. Then | tacked several straight
pins into the styrene for the ground connection of the
static grass applicator.

STEP 2 APPLYING STATIC GRASS

70 percent isopropyl alcohol

With the layout prepped, | coated the areas where I'd
apply static grass with 70 percent isopropyl alcohol ). This
helps break the surface tension of the diluted white glue
| added next @.

| then poured a 50/50 mixture of white glue and water
in the areas where the static grass would be added. I've
found full-strength white glue is too thick to grab the small
static grass fibers, while a more watery mixture doesn’t
hold the fibers upright.

| used a GrassTech | (www.grasstechusa.com) static grass
applicator, attaching the ground wire to the pin nearest
the area | was working. Then | pushed the power button
and began gently shaking the applicator, keeping the sieve
close enough to the glue so most of the grass fibers landed

upright €.
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Fine gray ballast,
Woodland Scenics
no. B75

-
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] i . D 3 f

Dark Green Clump-
Foliage, Woodland
Scenics no. FC184 (3

Once the glue had dried, | pulled up the painters’ tape
and added Woodland Scenics fine gray ballast (no. B75) to
the pathways @). As an alternative, you could paint the
pathways to resemble asphalt or use fine, beige ballast to
represent class 5 crushed rock.

| doused the ballast with alcohol (again, as a surface
tension-reducing agent), and followed that with a coating
of diluted white glue. My mixing ratio for this application
was one part white glue to four parts water.

32 www.ModelRailroader.com

STEP 3 THE PATH AND FINAL SCENERY
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A ?Pp’ln fence, Atla&ﬁlode’,.'.:‘_~f;

' _~>Railroad Co_.-p.o;’67_74_-.;-fj_-'-:
' . 20

Clips hold trées in place
while glue dries

To keep Mill Creek residents from wandering onto the
Bona Vista’s tracks, | added a hairpin fence from Atlas
Model Railroad Co. (no. 0774). | attached the plastic fence
to the styrene base with thick cyanoacrylate adhesive @).
| also sprinkled fine dirt along the fence line.

| used Woodland Scenics Clump-Foliage and Foliage
Clusters for the bushes inside the park and along the street
side of the fence €. To give the impression of rose bushes,
| lightly sprayed the Clump-Foliage with hair spray, then
sprinkled on some Woodland Scenics red pollen (no. T4647).

No park would be complete without trees. | used a com-
bination of Woodland Scenics armatures covered with the
same company’s foliage, as well as SuperTrees from Scenic
Express. Small clips with pieces of styrene attached held
the trees in place while the white glue dried @).

It's the small details that bring the park to life and give
visitors something to linger over. | added several figures to
the scene, including a troubadour playing a guitar on a
park bench, a city worker pruning rosebushes along the
sidewalk, and a young couple looking at the city sights dur-
ing a lunchtime picnic @.

If you have an odd sliver of unused space on your model
railroad, try adding a park. My park features paths and a
picnic table, but yours might have slides and a merry-go-
round. There's no wrong way to model a park. [Z3



Actual Athearn Genesis HO scale model depicted

HELP TO PRESERVE RAILROAD HISTORY

To help support the effort by the Youngstown Steel Heritage From SP’s road specific features to trucks with high-low
Foundation (YSH) to move and preserve the Erie Lackawanna brake cylinder mounts to different long hood ends, and
#3639 EMD SDP45 (SD45M), Athearn will assist in driving beyond, it’s all here.

a donation per unit reserved to the effort by offering models

as Erie Lackawanna #3639 and Conrail #6670. Both DCC- ':I'_[: o | Now equipped with new LED lighting and
Ready and DCC+Sound configurations are available. The Sl a full Tsunami2 sound decoder featuring
real EL #3639/CR #6670 is the basis for our engineering and brand new recording: prototypical EMD 20-cylinder 645E3
measurements for the Athearn Genesis EL/CR models. sound profile.

SP and GN long hood end is
flat to allow room for steam
generator equipment while
the EL includes a pointed end.
Note the steam generators
are road specific.

Through exhaustive research, including measuring one
of the last known real-world survivors, Conrail #6670,
to studying thousands of images and drawings, we’ve
captured every unique detail for the Southern Pacific,
Great Northern, and Erie Lackawanna/Conrail.

Visit www.extra3639north.com to help preserve the 1:1
EL #3639.

VISIT WWW.ATHEARN.COM FOR MODEL DETAILS.

H%IZ.Nj VISIT > CLICK CALL > SERIOUS FUN

Your Local Retailer Athearn.com 1.800.338.4639

©2018 Horizon Hobby, LLC. Athearn, Genesis and McHenry are registered trademarks of Horizon Hobby, LLC. The Union Pacific mark and other marks owned by Union Pacific are made under trademark license from Union Pacific Railroad Company. SoundTraxx and Tsunami are
registered trademarks of Throttle Up! Corp. All other trademarks, service marks and logos are property of their respective owners. Final models may vary slightly from photos shown. 408551




Big-time
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@ Where were you in 19822 On Brian Moore’s Quisling, CA,
HO scale modular layout, Dad wanted to look at trains, but
then Junior saw that pesky “Wrath of Khan” billboard.

With modular layouts, everyone does his part

ne Saturday a month

I carry my HO scale
model railroad module -
Quisling, CA - to alocal
Scout Hall. There, I meet a few friends
who bring their modules, and we get a lot
of pleasure running good-looking U.S.-
outline, or prototype, trains in a reason-
ably prototypical way with a dispatcher.

While this activity is commonplace in
North America, I'm a quarter of a world
away in the nautical city of Plymouth in
the far southwest of the United Kingdom,
from where a certain Mayflower left in
1620. Here, 'm a member of the small
but robust Western Union Division of the
British Region of the National Model
Railroad Association (NMRA).

After years in the hobby;, it still sur-
prises me that lots of railroad modelers
continue to collect a large stash of loco-
motives, kits, and rolling stock, and then
rarely seem to take them out of their
boxes. Many don’t seem to have access to
a layout, big or small, and a common
theme is that, one day, they’ll do some-
thing big. How far that opportunity is in
the future is usually a mystery.
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By Brian Moore ¢ Photos by the author

I was a confirmed British-outline
N scale modeler until 2000, when I vis-
ited California with my family for three
fateful weeks. Essentially, I liked what
I saw, something strange happened,
and I returned home with a growing
urge to model and learn more about the
Southern Pacific RR.

What follows is an account of how a
small group of model railroaders with a
common interest in U.S. railroads
learned to develop and increase running
and operating enjoyment, despite, or
perhaps because of, the lack of space they
each had at home.

In search of the big country
Space, in the words of the fictional
Capt. James T. Kirk, is the final frontier,

and this is as true for the model rail-
roader as it is for a starship commander.
The relatively small size of U.K. homes
has forced us Brits to design and build
space-saving-but-interesting smaller lay-
outs that can fit into any nook or cranny,
or along a spare wall. The classic “small
branch terminus to storage yard”

remains the most common type of home
layout, in most scales, across our nation.

But like most model railroaders, we also

dream of the big country.

While there are many larger layouts
in the UK., most are “set-piece” and
built in knock-down form by clubs, usu-
ally depicting a single location and only
assembled and run infrequently at the
many public exhibitions taking place
across the realm every weekend.

Despite the long-established presence
of modular model railroading in conti-
nental Europe and North America, it’s
only in comparatively recent times that
“modular” has acquired a life of its own
in the U.K,, albeit with U.S.-outline
modelers alone.

We've found that, if a few people each
build a smaller, portable layout in the
space confines of their home to an
agreed common standard, and then
carry them to a place where they can
join all the bits together, a small group of
model railroaders can have access to a
much bigger and far more satisfying cre-
ation to play trains on. In addition, the
layout can also be varied in design and



@) Maintenance-of-way trains,
such as this one behind a trio of
GP9s, are a common sight on
Brian’s layout module. Brian
monthly in a local hall to assemble
its modules into a large layout for
operating sessions.

Sy
- samy

Sl Dbelongs to a British club that meets
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the lower right, and a glimpse of other modules and the general set-up at the Scout Hall.

size, depending on what space is avail-
able. What’s not to like about that?

Modular HO at the club

...................................................

Following some hard work by some
good people in the NMRA British
Region, a set of modular standards was
agreed to, so that everything built any-
where would be instantly compatible
nationally (you can look them up here:
www.nmrabr.org.uk). Due to the mod-
ules’ small size — many are 8 feet long or
even shorter — individual modules can
also be set up at home, between meets.

In standalone mode, a module can be
worked on, and can still offer limited
operation (more so with a detachable
staging yard), but its full use is harnessed
when it’s joined to other modules to cre-
ate a working railroad. At home, all you
need to operate is a single locomotive
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and a few cars. They can also be brought
along to the monthly club meet to work
across the much bigger layout.

At the hall by 8 a.m., seven or eight
fellow club members spend a couple of
hours setting up a reasonably sized mod-
ular model railroad to an agreed design.
By 10:30, following a good deal of lifting,
joining, attaching, and some minor cuss-
ing, we're ready to roll.

In our modular world, less really
means more. If it’s four-unit
Electro-Motive Division SD75
diesel locomotive lash-ups and
70-car trains you're after, you
won't find them here. What
you will discover is how much
pleasure you can have in run-
ning a lowly local freight
across an extended switching
district, and doing all the stuff
the full-size trains do, too.

MORE ON
THE WEB

© Readers can check
out several videos of

Brian Moore’s model-
ing in action in the
User Videos section of
ModelRailroader.com

Module construction methods

Unlike the rest of the guys, who con-
tinue to rely on the traditional British
methods of portable baseboard con-
struction - plywood top and sides, sepa-
rate legs, and no back scene, or backdrop
- T attempted a different approach.

Seeing what Bill Darnaby did with
extruded-foam insulation board when he
constructed his landmark Maumee Route
more than two decades ago
(see Model Railroader, March
1995), and learning that he
hasn’t experienced any prob-
lems with it up to the present
time, I decided to investigate
further. Could Bill’s estab-
lished ideas be transferred to
portable layouts? Answer: Yes!

Using screws and foam-
safe adhesive, I wrapped
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20 x 47-inch sheets of 2-inch extruded-
foam insulation board with 3"-wide
6mm ('4") and 9mm (34") marine-grade
plywood on the sides and ends, respec-
tively. One side of each section (my mod-
ule is made up of six) was given a back-
drop that stands 8" above track level.

This serves two roles. First, it protects
the layout structures when the sections
are carried in transit face-to-face, and
second, it provides a useful and scale-
accurate backdrop when taking pictures
and videos of items and action on the
module itself. Although it has a back-
drop, Quisling can be operated from
either side, and duplicate turnout con-
trols are recessed into both sides.

Quisling, CA, started at 16 feet long,
and once completed and tested, was
extended to 24 feet. Six sections carried
face-to-face in pairs make up the
module, and it all fits into my car, with
some space left over for carrying rolling
stock boxes and all the clamps and
electric paraphernalia associated with
portable modules.

All six sections have permanently
attached legs that swing up underneath
when being carried. Only one section
has two sets of legs — it’s put up first -
and the other five sections with one set
of legs each are piggybacked up to it. I'm
useless at electrics, and I'd like to thank
my long-suffering friend Mike Ruby for
all his continued help with my wiring
requirements and issues.

The art of compromise

Since most club members have a rela-
tively “modern” taste in era, we've settled
on a generic “post-1970s” rule for equip-
ment (essentially, no boxcars with run-
ning boards on revenue trains, or other
“vintage” stock such as ice reefers, stock-
cars, etc.), and we limit locomotives to
medium-sized diesels. “Preserved steam”
is featured from time to time, but in an
appropriate context. Passing sidings
limit train lengths to a couple of Geeps,
10 cars, and a caboose — more than suffi-
cient for the branchline flavor and active
operations we seek to emulate.

In conceiving my module, I initially
took a partial wrong turn. Choosing a
circa-1982 period to model, my first wish
was for a module based on Southern
Pacific’s Donner Pass. It took me too
long to realize that a lone module depict-
ing mountain railroading under ump-
teen feet of snow would look totally out
of place with the flatland modules of the
rest of the gang.

[ felt rather a turncoat dumping the
Donner idea, and that’s where the
“Quisling” name first came up (Vidkun
Quisling was a World War II Norwegian
Nazi collaborator). I finally chose to
depict a proto-freelance Southern Pacific
location of the type common to the fruit
and vegetable-growing central and north-
ern California valleys. Since I wanted to
give it a unique identity, I needed a name

Size: 21 inches x 24 feet

Prototype: proto-freelanced Southern
Pacific

Locale: Central/Northern California
Era: circa 1982

Style: modular

Mainline run: 24 feet

Minimum radius: 42"

Minimum turnout: no. 6

Maximum grade: none

Benchwork: extruded-foam insulation
board sheets, wrapped in plywood
Height: 45"

Roadbed: none

Track: Peco code 83

Scenery: various fine sands and grit
Backdrop: blue sky painted on plywood
Control: Lenz Digital Command Control

R
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It's 7:20 a.m. on club day outside Brian’s
house, and the car is loaded. Everything
required is present — including the toast,

butter, and jam for after set up.
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@ Paul Burton has just received a green from the dispatch
Turn out of Western Yard (staging), armed with his train’s instructions. The “Begin

er and takes the Quisling

CTC” flag at top center denotes that his train is entering a CTC (Centralized Traffic
Control) district, and he must obey signals and clear his route with the dispatcher.

that didn’t give any hint of where it was
specifically based, and I found that in
“Quisling.” As the mayor of Quisling has
often said, “We’ve been Quisling since
the 1840s, long before that single lousy
traitor was ever born.”

Track and structures

As its centerpiece, Quisling has a
Southern Pacific Standard Type 23 depot
(an American Model Builders’ laser-cut
wood kit). The depot has a house track
and is served by a single-track main line.
There’s also a passing track, a two-track
maintenance-of-way facility, several
industries, and a team track.

The latter was initially by the depot,
and featured a loading dock. I was never
happy with how it looked, so the team
track is now off the passing track by 2nd
Street. Two company structures now sit in
place of the loading dock, near the depot.

Peco code 83 track has been used
throughout (it’s manufactured locally),
and has proved fault-free. Turnouts, no. 8
on the main and no. 6 elsewhere, are lined
with Conrad (www.conrad.com) switch
motors, each controlled by a single-pole
double-throw (SPDT) center-off switch.
Track is glued directly to the layout sur-
face, and I've used lots of thin balsa sheet
to build up most of the surrounding
ground to track level.

The whole module is almost perfectly
flat, and in some places, I skimmed some

38 www.ModelRailroader.com

thin plaster on top of the balsa to pro-
vide what hopefully looks like natural
undulation. I used fine sand and sifted
dirt for the ground cover, along with
various Woodland Scenics products.
Everything was blended in with weath-
ering applied with an airbrush.

I've tried to copy the type of low-key
industrial buildings that were so com-
mon in California through the greater
part of the 20th century. The Quisling
Citrus Association is a large piece of
foam board partially wrapped in
Walthers Modular walls, with a saw-
tooth roof made from lots of spare win-
dows, balsa, and styrene.

The background semi-flat wooden
structures were built quickly from sty-
rene sheet, and other industrial build-
ings are mostly a confection of modified
Auhagen (auhagen.de/en/Homepage
110.html) and Radical Flats (no longer in
production) low-relief card structures, or
cobbled from the spares box.

The California Airframe Parts Co.
building is a photograph taken by noted
Southern Pacific historian and modeler
Tony Thompson. With Tony’s permis-
sion, I used it on mine. I just stuck some
sliding doors on the picture and added a
partial roof.

.........................................

I've always enjoyed street running, so
trains can be seen and heard running

@ Club member Rob Mallett’s Southern
Pacific “commute” arrives at Quisling.
The original position of the loading dock
is seen to the left of the boxcar. The GP9
is a modified Proto 2000 model.

down Quisling’s 2nd Street. The streets
and most sidewalks are by Walthers.
There are perhaps too many brick build-
ings (and particularly houses) to be
wholly accurate for small-town
California, but I already owned them
and decided to put them to use.

I've spent some time in trying to give
Quisling real-life character: the renowned
Blue Diamond Jazz Bar is on Vine Street,
across the road from the Quisling Star-
Telegram on 2nd Street. I've settled on a
“give-or-take” 1982 period, and the bill-
board advertisements reflect that time.
British punk-rock band The Clash were
touring California in 1982, and a bill-
board announces their forthcoming
appearance at the Quisling Coliseum.

The long industry track behind the
depot serves Epicure Valley Foods and
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@ Here’s an eclectic mix for today’s Quisling Turn — an SD7 and SW1500 combination. Brian was inspired by a pictur
such a duo in Guadalupe Yard in the early 1980s.
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@ Preserved steam is hosted at
Quisling, and Southern Pacific GS-4

no. 4449 is seen here coasting into town
on a special train. The 4449 is a
modified MTH model, with a different
decoder and some added details.

Hannah’s Bananas, with the Romar
Brothers’ facility having two tracks —
one for boxcars and the other a corn
syrup unloading facility. This was added
after seeing Andy Sperandeo’s version
for the Bay Junction project layout in
the April 2011 issue of Model Railroader.
The industry track also serves as a lead
to the Quisling Citrus Association’s
packing house.

MOW plus added ingredients

Quisling has two short sidings where
maintenance-of-way equipment is some-
times stored or serviced. Southern
Pacific work trains call regularly, and
passenger trains run across the modular
layout at the monthly meet. Initially,
because of a lack of turning facilities at
Quisling, these were limited to push-pull
Amtrak sets.

Club member Mel Rogers recently
built a simple hand-operated turntable
that I can attach to one end of Quisling,
and we can now turn equipment. It
allows even more operating diversity,
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@ Trailer, but not for sale or rent. Many Southern Pacific depots and yards used a

— —

retired trailer for storage, and it’s clear that this one’s been here for a while.

since we can also turn steam locomo-
tives and observation cars.

Locomotives and rolling stock
In the early 1980s, Southern Pacific’s
GP9s remained common on secondary
routes across California, and they’re the
usual power for the regular Quisling
Turn, which runs from Western Yard to
Quisling and back. Cabooses are still

added to the ends of trains, and provide
even more operating fun. Although not
accurate for California, Quisling gets
served at club meets by Amtrak push-pull
commuter trains and SP “commutes.”
The maintenance-of-way (MOW)
facility gives further possibilities for
operational variety. Southern Pacific
MOW work train coaches are “near-
enough” conversions, and I've also
assembled some MOW-service boxcars,
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© This detailed and modified Walthers
American crane usually arrives as part of
a MOW train, but then travels under its
own power to destinations across the
modular layout.

flatcars, and gondolas. Also seen from
time to time is SPMW 4098, a modified
self-powered Walthers American crane,
to which I've added a decoder and lights.
As in reality, no. 4098 runs local dis-
tances under its own power across the
whole layout, with its own flatcar and
often trailing a gondola, too.

I also run a collection of Athearn
blue-box mechanical reefers, many
of which I've repainted and decaled.
With a small bit of care, these can still
look good, and are robust enough to
survive the regular carrying and use at
the club intact.

Modular railroading works for us
Instead of the usual and big “roundy-
roundy” continuous layouts that many
clubs and individuals continue to build
(and if that’s what floats your boat, all is
well), we’ve ventured down a different
path. Once the bullets were collectively
chewed and spat out, our small group
acquired a new direction and grasped
many opportunities that were previously
uncharted or unimagined. We're

5 o _.':
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running prototypical freight trains over
a reasonably large layout, either using
car cards or Java Model Railroad
Interface (JMRI, jmri.sourceforge.net) to
generate switch lists, under the radio
control of a dispatcher, every month.

In the United Kingdom, much bigger
two-day modular set-ups, run along
similar lines to our own, now take place
several times a year, and twice we’ve car-
ried most of the club’s modules about an
hour away to a large event on the other
side of the county of Devon, where
they’ve been joined by 20 more.

With individuals each building
smaller set-ups at home that they can also
use as part of a larger combination, the
builder, the finances, and the household
won’t get overwhelmed. Rationalized
dreams have a better chance of becoming
real - you don’t need to build a multi-
track, complicated module to have fun.
Remember - less is more!

For me, it’s provided the impetus to
build and operate a chunk of railroad
where I can run, showcase, photograph
and video a reasonably accurate collec-
tion of Southern Pacific-related equip-
ment and operations. In the course of a
club session, I may find that my small
part of ’80s California is visited by an
eastern railroad or even a Union Pacific
GenSet. Conversely, my SP trains will

amble though and switch at some Mid-
west granger locations where they’d raise
more than an eyebrow in reality — but
that just adds to the mixture. As far as
we're concerned, we've seen the future of
model railroading in the 21st century,
and it’s modular. KX

Meet Brian Moore

Brian (front and center) spent his
first 25 years in Glasgow, Scotland,
before moving to the southwest of
England in 1984. With the kids now
grown and gone, he and his wife,
Jane, have recently renovated and
extended their house, which now
includes a 15 x 25-foot basement.
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" QUONSET HUT
BUILDING FLATS

made easy

Cardboard tubes give these models the prototype’s distinctive shape

By Joseph Kreiss
Photos by the author

nyone who served in the
military has likely slept,
worked, ate, or received
medical treatment in a
Quonset hut. During
World War II, between 150,000 and
170,000 Quonset huts were manufac-
tured. Today, they can be found in cities
and towns all across the United States, as
well as in far-flung corners of the world.

Based on the design of the Nissen hut
developed by the British during World
War I, the Quonset hut was manufac-
tured by a wide range of independent
contractors in countries around the
world. The first were made in 1941, when
the United States Navy needed an all-
purpose building that could be shipped
anywhere and assembled quickly with-
out skilled labor.
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After the war, the United States mili-
tary sold its surplus Quonset huts to the
public. Postwar efforts pushed Quonset
huts to homeowners and businesses as
an inexpensive alternative to traditional
stick-built structures. Many Quonset
huts remain standing throughout the
United States, which makes the iconic
structure a must-have for model rail-
roads featuring any era from the 1940s
through today.

I'm modeling part of a U.S. Navy base
at one end of my World War II-era On30
Mosquito Creek Lumber Co. swamp log-
ging layout, which is set in Louisiana.
Having a few Quonset huts on the base
was a must. | wanted a row of them as
shallow background buildings along a
two-track yard at the Naval Air Base on
my O scale layout.

Prototype research

I went to the Internet to research
the history and view photos of World
War II-vintage Quonset huts. I also pho-
tographed some of the Quonset huts still
standing around my town ). According
to my research, the original Quonset hut
design was a 16 x 36-foot structure
framed with steel members with an
8-foot radius roof. The sides were made
from corrugated steel sheets. The ends
were covered with plywood, into which
doors and windows were set.

The interior of the hut was insulated,
with a pressed-wood lining and a wood
floor. The building could be placed on
concrete, on pilings, or directly on the
ground with a wood floor. The original
dimensions were tweaked in later
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€ Joseph photographed some prototype Quonset huts in his
hometown both for modeling guidance and for printable
images of corrugated metal siding.

versions to create the standard size of
20 x 48 feet, with a 10-foot radius roof.
Other buildings were modified with
4-foot overhangs at each end to protect
the doorways from the weather. Larger
huts were developed, up to 40 x 100 feet,
for use as warehouses.

Totally tubular

My O scale Quonset hut building flats
are only about 212" deep, but my tech-
nique can also be used to build complete
structures in any scale.

The most daunting part of the
scratchbuild was to replicate the hut’s

Sailors work the loading docks at a row of Quonset hut
warehouses at Naval Air Station Blackwater on Joseph Kreiss'
On30 scale Mosquito Creek Lumber Co. layout. Joseph
scratchbuilt the structure flats from cardboard forming tube,
sheet styrene, and printed siding.

@) Joseph chose an 8" diameter cardboard forming tube as
the basis for his Quonset huts’ curved rooflines. Modelers

working in smaller scales could use mailing tubes instead.

signature curved roof. I experimented
with various materials, from sheet sty-
rene to old coffee cans, but none had the
correct dimensions or “look” that

I needed to build my models.

Then I had the idea of using a con-
crete forming tube. These heavy card-
board tubes are used in construction as a
form when pouring concrete footings,
round columns, and the like. They’re
available at home improvement stores in
a variety of sizes. The material is cheap,
lightweight yet strong, and cuts easily
with a utility knife or handsaw.

Before I headed to the store, I con-
verted the scale dimensions I needed

into inches so I knew what size tube to
buy. I settled on an 8" diameter tube,
which scales out to 32 feet in O scale,
close to the size used as Navy ware-
houses. Modelers working in HO or N
scale could use smaller mailing tubes
from the office supply store.

My 6-foot tube cost just under $8.
I could build many Quonset huts from a
single tube. With only four shallow flats
to build, I have a lot left over.

Construction

............................

I began the build by cutting several
214" thick sections @). I used a small
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@) Joseph traced the curve of a half-section of forming tube
on a sheet of .040" plain styrene sheet to make the flat front

walls of his Quonset huts.

@ Photos of prototype Quonset huts provided Joseph with
realistic corrugated metal textures he could print out.

carpenter’s square to measure and mark
the tube, then carefully followed the
mark with a fine-toothed handsaw.

I then cut these slices in half to form the
half-round roof for the huts.

I used the cut tube sections as a tem-
plate to transfer the outside radius of the
tube to a sheet of Evergreen Scale Models
.040" styrene @). This would be used for
the hut front walls. As I marked the sty-
rene, I added an extra 3 scale feet below
the floor level to elevate the hut’s floor to
boxcar door height. I could get two front
walls from one sheet of styrene.

I also measured and marked the loca-
tions of the scale 12 x 12-foot warehouse
door openings, the openings for the
3 x 7-foot personnel doors, and the 30"
square window openings. These were cut
using a fresh hobby knife blade and a
metal straightedge. Additional sections
of styrene were marked and cut for use
as the building’s foundation, floor, and
inner support walls.

I adhered the cardboard tube to the
styrene front walls using Walthers Goo
rubberized adhesive, making sure the
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@ After test-fitting t

he 21" deep structure flats against his
backdrop, Joseph decided to cut them down to make room

for shallow loading docks.

curve of the tube lined up perfectly with
the styrene front wall. I added interior
walls and floors at this time, since

I planned to model two of the large
warehouse doors in the open position.

I also glued additional hidden support
pieces in place.

Once the glue had dried, I test-fit the
flats on the layout to make sure they fit
snug against the background and that
there was enough track clearance so
freight cars spotted at the huts wouldn’t
rub against the buildings @). After this
test fit, I decided the buildings would
look better with loading docks and steps
up to the doorways. I had to carefully
trim another inch or so from the backs
of the already assembled cardboard
tubes to allow room for the loading dock
to clear the track. So much for planning!

Painting and siding

Happy with the new fit, I took the
flats back to the workbench and sprayed
the cardboard tubes and styrene fronts
with flat gray primer. This would help

0 Joseph spray-painted the structure cores gray, then used
spray-on adhesive to apply his printed siding photos.

E

disguise any gaps in the siding material
to come.

Because there are several old and
weathered Quonset huts in my town that
I could photograph, I used these images
to create my own siding material on the
computer. I dropped the image files into
a word-processing program, which has
top and side rulers and allows the
stretching or compressing of the image
to fit the size I needed. After some trial
and error, I sized my photos to scale and
printed sheets of the corrugated siding
material on high-quality photo paper @.

If you don’t have access to Quonset
huts to photograph, companies such as
Clever Models (www.clevermodels.net)
and Textures.com sell high-resolution
siding textures on their websites that you
can print out and use on structures in
various scales.

I cut the corrugated siding photos to
fit my Quonset hut roof areas. Again,

I used the structures as a guide to mark
and cut to size. I roughly cut more
large sections of the photo to cover the
building fronts.



@ Printing a photo of a prototype warehouse interior wider
than the doorway and applying it in a curve gave the interior
the illusion of depth.

I laid the photos on newspaper and
sprayed the backs with an all-purpose
spray adhesive. [3M Super 77 spray adhe-
sive is a brand we use. - Ed.] I carefully
positioned the cutouts onto the struc-
tures and burnished the photos gently
with my fingers to assure a strong bond
0. 1 then carefully trimmed the excess
material using a sharp hobby knife. The
look of the corrugated siding brought the
structures to life.

I framed the door openings with sty-
rene strips painted gray to match the
photo siding. I used scribed wood siding
sheets, also painted gray, for the roll-up
warehouse doors. Commercial plastic
window castings were used for the win-
dows. I retained the styrene cutouts from
the doors and glued them in place to
represent the personnel doors.

Interior

I wanted to have some of the ware-
house doors open, but at less than 2"
deep, there wasn’t much room to add an
interior to the huts. Since I was using
photographs to represent the corrugated
siding, why not use a photograph to add
depth and detail to the interiors? I didn’t
have photos showing the inside of a
Quonset hut during World War II to use,
so I searched the Internet for something
suitable. I eventually found a couple
non-copyrighted images of warehouse
interiors that had a generic, timeless look
to them. I saved the images to my com-
puter and then inserted them into a
word processing document for scaling
and printing.

The images needed to be about 7"
wide by 3" tall to fit within the ware-
house door openings. The door openings
are around 3" x 3", but I made the photos
wider so I could curve the image inside

T m—

@) Joseph added depth to the scene by printing out one of
his prototype photos and gluing it to the backdrop behind
the flats.

———

© Figures, vehicles, posters, and other details complete the trackside scene.

the building, rounding the corners and
giving a seamless look to the interior
scene @). After a test fit and a little trim-
ming, the photo neatly slipped inside the
opening and was stuck in place with
spray adhesive.

Final details

The very narrow loading docks aren't
even close to prototypical depth, but
they have just enough of a presence to
add visual interest and give a place to put
figures and other details. The docks were
made from dimensional strip styrene for
supports with scribed flooring for the
top. These assemblies were painted gray
and weathered to match.

To finish the project, I printed and
carefully cut out a scaled-down photo of
a group of huts I'd snapped during my
photo outing. I adhered this image to the
layout’s backdrop, which helped give the
scene depth and interest without eating
up any layout space @). Since the back-
ground photo and the photos I used for
the siding material are of the same
buildings, they match perfectly.

I painted the styrene floors of the huts
to match the tones of the concrete floor
in the background photo. Window and
door awnings were made from scrap
styrene pieces and painted to match.

I touched up the photo siding material
with acrylic paints to add and blend in
rust and grime.

A few large crates, several fuel drums,
and a handcart help hide the back seam
between the floor and the interior photo.
A “Buy War Bonds” poster, Coca-Cola
cooler, telephone pole, Tamiya 1:48 scale
Willys Jeep, and a few sailors complete
the scene €.

Quonset huts can be found alongside
or near the tracks all over the country.
Adding a few of these signature struc-
tures to your layout, whether full build-
ings or just shallow building flats, will
add history and interest to your town or
industrial scenes. Z

Joseph Kreiss lives in Fairmont, Minn.,
where he models the Louisiana swamp
logging scene in On30. His previous lay-
out, the HO scale Big Island Rail,
appeared in our January 2012 issue.
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Evolving motive power,
iIndustries, operation,
and scenery keep this
HO scale railroad set in
the present day

By Eric Brooman
Photos by the author

n autumn storm is brewing

over the Continental Divide

and will soon leave a fresh

dusting of snow on the

higher peaks. The pine-and
sage scented wind is noticeably cooler
than the previous week. Ground squir-
rels scurry to gather winter provisions.
It’s the region’s so-called “golden week,”
when the aspen trees reach their peak of
fall color.

Far below the narrow shelf that the
railroad has blasted from the walls of the
canyon, the water of Furnace Creek
bounds over boulders and rocks on its
way to the Gulf of Mexico. Occasionally
the wind will set the signal lines hum-
ming, as steel rails creak and expand
under the hot sun.

From the other side of the pass, a
barely discernible low bass rumble of
man-made horsepower adds to this
symphony and then suddenly disap-
pears. An otherworldly whine begins to
build, emanating with a rush of cold air
from the portal of tunnel no 4. The ban-
shee howl of dynamic brakes holding
back 10,000 tons of Utah coal bursts
from the darkness. The sounds of the
lead locomotive fade, replaced by those
of heavily laden coal hoppers obediently
heeling to the grade. The whine of
dynamic brake fans again builds from
the confines of the tunnel until the rear
distributed-power unit (DPU) exits the
tunnel portal.

For several minutes the mixture of
sounds rises and falls as it echoes off the
canyon walls. The smell of diesel exhaust

@ Leaning heavily on its dynamic
brakes, an eastbound coal train with a
General Electric ES44AC on point exits
tunnel no. 4 in Furnace Creek Canyon.
Modern motive power is among the
many recent updates to Eric Brooman’s
ever-evolving HO scale Utah Belt.
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The layout at a glance

Name: Utah Belt

Scale: HO (1:87.1)

Size: 22'-8" x 39'-6"

Prototype: freelanced

Locale: northern New Mexico

Era: the present

Style: linear walkaround

Mainline run: 173 feet

Minimum radius: 39"

Minimum turnout: no. 6

Maximum grade: 1.5 percent
Benchwork: L girder

Height: 46" to 58'"

Roadbed: cork on 35" plywood, with
/2" Homasote in yard and flat areas
Track: code 83 flextrack with handlaid
turnouts (main line), code 70 (yards and
secondary), code 100 (hidden staging)
Scenery: plaster over cardboard web
Backdrop: painted tempered hardboard
Control: direct-current cab control

mingled with the smell of hot brakes
hangs in the air. Red signals, guardians
of the pass, shimmer in the haze. When
the train is gone, all that’s left is the
sound of the wind and the stream.

The above description of modern-era
mountain railroading is a fantasy, but it’s
also the source of my model railroading
obsession. I want to create my own
world, where everything is just right,
that I can escape to whenever I please.
For more than 40 years I've worked to
realize this goal with my 22-8" x 39'-6"
HO scale railroad, the proto-freelanced
Utah Belt (UB).

The UB first appeared in print in
the April 1978 Railroad Model
Craftsman. Model Railroader featured
the UB in its January 1986 issue and
several times since then. A move to a
new home necessitated the building of
a new Utah Belt that I described in the
December 2003 MR. An updated UB
track plan is shown below.

Keeping current

From the beginning, the main criteria
I established for the Utah Belt was that it
would continually be updated to reflect
prototype practices of the day. If the real
world of railroading changed, so would
the Utah Belt.

It isn’t unusual that many model
railroaders keep their layouts set in a
specific time period. Many modelers
limit themselves to a particular year as a
cutoff point, and some have even set
their limits to a specific date.

<>

San Pedro River

Terra Coal
Leadout

Tunnel No. 1

Furnace Creek

Furnace Creek

San Pedro River

Terra Coal
Leadout

Riverside

L e el o, SORE

The Utah Belt

HO scale (1:87.1)

Room size: 22'-8" x 39'-6"

Scale of plan: 38" = 1'-0", 24" grid
Numbered arrows indicate photo locations
lllustration by Rick Johnson

€ Find more plans online in the
ModelRailroader.com Track Plan Database.
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Since change is the only constant,
I wanted to include change as a factor in
creating a sense of realism to the Utah
Belt. I don’t know how many other
modelers at that time were updating El's Restaurante y Cantina ~ Mildon Inc. L8R Specialties

Excel Chemicals
Pl

their railroads to reflect what was going
on in the real world. In the late 1960s
and early 1970s, not many modelers
were interested in modern railroading,
or so it would seem from looking
—— through the hobby press at that time.

My Utah Belt has evolved with the
real world of railroading. I may have 7/,
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@) Another ES44AC brings up the rear
of the eastbound coal train shown on
page 46. As on the real railroads,
distributed power is used more often
on the Utah Belt than manned helpers.

challenge of keeping abreast of what is a
very dynamic industry. The result of this
approach is a continual parade of new
projects, even though my current layout
has been finished for several years.

Updating equipment

I began building the original Utah
Belt in 1973. The most obvious area of
change has been in motive power. The
roster then consisted of General Motors
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Electro-Motive Division (EMD) F7, GP9,
SD9, SD35, SD40, and SD45 locomotives.
Models of SD9s, SD35s, and SD40s,
which were the predominant six-axle
road power then, weren’t commercially
available except as brass models.
Kitbashing motive
power proved to be
the norm if a mod-
eler was trying to
stay modern.

Back then,
when a prototype
locomotive was
introduced, there
was a several-year

lag before a hobby

MORE ON
THE WEB

& The photo on page
46 is this month's
featured computer
desktop wallpaper.
Get the image at
ModelRailroader.com.

manufacturer made a model of it. With
today’s computer-assisted design tech-
niques, a new scale model is produced
not long after its prototype comes to
market. These days kitbashing a locomo-
tive usually seems like a waste of time
for me.

For years the UB was EMD-only, but
as General Electric (GE) gained domi-
nance in locomotive manufacturing, the
UB followed the industry. Like other
roads, the UB purchased GE AC4400s in
the 1990s. Today, EMD (after 2005
Electro-Motive Diesel) SD70ACEs and
GE ES44ACs rule the UB main.

The railroad’s older SD40-2s are still
used for mine hauls and in helper




service. However, the advent of distrib-
uted power (DP) has greatly reduced the
use of manned helpers. In a DP consist,
multiple units can be placed anywhere in
the train and are controlled remotely
from the lead locomotive, eliminating
the need for separate helper crews.

Electro-Motive GP38-2s and
MP15DCs and MP15ACs are the only
four-axle power remaining on the rail-
road. These engines are now used for
locals and yard switching.

As I described in “Signs of the times
on the Utah Belt” in the November
2011 issue of Model Railroader, the UB
had purchased a National Railway
Equipment (NRE) 3GS-21B GenSet

1503 357

~\TARRHT

__r-; 8 3

€@ An Electro-Motive MP15AC and GP38-2 are paired together to work the large
elevator complex at East Benton, N.M. The job was briefly handled by a National
Railway Equipment GenSet switcher, until the UB replaced it with conventional

four-axle power.
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@ A few SD40-2s are still on the UB roster for mine runs and helper service. On the
house track at Jemez, the crew of the Iron Mountain Turn has run around its
shoving platform, one of three former cabooses left on the UB.

switcher. The railroad tried out the NRE
GenSet on the industrial trackage at
Benton, N.M., but the switcher was
found to be unsatisfactory. The GenSet
was an orphan mechanically, with loco-
motive shop crews unfamiliar with its
complexities. The switcher was sold and
conventional four-axle power has
returned to Benton.

With Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Tier 4 emission require-
ments now in effect, more purchases
from Electro-Motive Diesel and General
Electric will undoubtedly be coming.

Like Norfolk Southern, the UB has been
rebuilding older power to hold off pur-
chasing new Tier-compliant power.
Several EMD SD70MACs have been pur-
chased off the used locomotive market
and rebuilt. These are numbered in the
UB’s 4100 series.

Probably one of the most onerous
outcomes of committing to change with
the prototype has been modeling the
demise of the caboose. I think there is
just something wrong about a freight
train without a caboose! A flashing black
box just doesn’t cut it. I understand the
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@ A pair of GP38-2s switches out
covered hoppers at Laguna Borate.
Company names change over the years,
and this industry was once called
Martex Colemanite. Some recently
added dead trees in the scenery also
help convey the passage of time.

safety and operational concerns. I have
experienced firsthand the effects of the
slack running in on a 100-car freight on
the unaware occupants of a caboose.
Still, retiring the caboose fleet was a sad
consequence of staying up-to-date. The
UB still maintains three bay-window
hacks (“shoving platforms”) for use on
locals and in work train service.

Expanding industries

In a rather unprototypical fashion,
the Utah Belt’s online business has
increased. A local chemical company,
Excel, has expanded its operations in
Benton. By building a siding that extends
through the backdrop, a large number of
associated cars can be gobbled up during
an operating session.

A liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) dis-
tributor has built a new online facility at
Iron Mountain, and Cerro Cement has a
new plant at Riverside. The gigantic Rio
Grande Farmer-Rancher Co-op elevator
complex at Benton has added more silos.
At this time, only the Schreckhaft
Chemical Co. in Benton is shutting
down due to more strict EPA standards.

The size and number of industries at
Benton is a stretch of reality for the area
being modeled. The large size of two of
the industries was due to the necessity of
hiding the electrical service box and the
main water shut-off. When we had this
house built, I could have had the box and
the shut-off moved along with the water
heater. Unfortunately, I was unaware of
this option at the time. It would have
made a huge difference in the track plan.

As to the number of rail-served
industries, I have no excuse. Benton is
supposed to be a suburb of Albuquerque,
so the number located there isn’t too
unrealistic. In a truly modern represen-
tation, there would be a large intermodal
facility nearby with the businesses
receiving containers by truck, if they
were still in business at all. Abandoned
buildings with weedy, rusty sidings
might be a more realistic representation.

No more graffiti

...................................

In another un-prototypical move, the
UB has removed all graffiti from rolling
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stock. A truly modern up-to-date repre-
sentation of railroading in the United
States would have 90 percent of the roll-
ing stock covered with it. At one time
probably 30 percent of the rolling stock
on the layout was tagged.

One day while sitting at a railroad
crossing watching a prototype freight
pass by, I was struck by how ugly the
train was. Virtually every car was cov-
ered with graffiti. What I had always
detested on buildings and structures was
being paraded before me.

I decided that graffiti didn’t have to
exist on my layout. I spent the next sev-
eral months removing the graffiti from
my HO cars or repainting them as
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necessary. Graffiti is vandalism pure and
simple, and I'll not glorify it on the UB.

Safety First!

The physical plant of the line has been
updated. The engine servicing terminal
at East Benton has been expanded and
improved to meet Occupational Safety
and Health Administration (OSHA)
standards. The bridge and building
(B&B) department has been busy sand-
blasting and repainting bridges as time
permits. The B&B crews use a non-toxic
aluminum acrylic paint, so the long-
standard black is fast disappearing from
the UB.
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The railroad has finally addressed a
long-standing safety issue. Slide-
detection and protection has finally been
installed at three key locations along the
main: Cortez Point, the East portal of
Tunnel no. 4 in Furnace Creek Canyon,
and along the San Pedro at the area
known as El Portal. I put off modeling
detection fences for two reasons: The
fences are a pain to make, and I had
young grandchildren.
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0 Rock-slide detection fences have
been installed on the UB. They keep the
line safe and open for trains such as this
westbound intermodal passing the rock
formation known as El Portal.
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@ Compare this photo (top) of an eastbound coal train crossing the San Pedro
River to a photo taken of the same location 16 years ago (bottom). The bridge has
been repainted silver and the cottonwood trees have grown noticeably.

My grandkids are now old enough to
appreciate how fragile the fences are. The
biggest difficulty in modeling the detec-
tion fences are keeping the wires straight
and evenly spaced. I overcame both
problems by stringing the wires first and
then adding the insulators.

I modeled the insulators with nonpa-
reils, which are small, white, round con-
fections commonly used to decorate
cookies and candy. Using the tip of a
toothpick I put a small dot of white glue
where the wire and the post met. Then
I moistened the other end of the

54 www.ModelRailroader.com

toothpick to pick up a nonpareil and
place it on the glue. When they dried,
I painted all the insulators a metallic
green color.

Since these fences should have been
in place from the earliest times of the
railroad, I used wood for their construc-
tion. To be completely modern, they
probably would have been replaced with
some form of metal framework by now.
However, since these installations are
usually the work of each railroad’s signal
department, specifications vary from
road to road.

I did one final thing to help provide
the illusion of the passage of time.
Looking at various photos of prototype
railroads in “then and now” arrange-
ments, something subtle stood out
besides the obvious changes in buildings,
rolling stock, and motive power. It was
the foliage! In many cases trees had
grown dramatically while others
had died.

Over the years on my layout, the
cottonwoods along the San Pedro had
become dingy. To restore their color,

I removed the trees from the layout.
Then I removed the Woodland Scenics
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foliage netting from each tree’s sage
brush armature. I stretched out the net-
ting to give it a transparent appearance.

After spraying the netting with
unscented hair spray, I applied light
green Scenic Express Flock & Turf
Scenic Texture material by working it
through a sieve. This added a fresh green
accent to the older material.

Then I added more sage branches
to the original armatures and applied
the renewed foliage netting. Now, the
cottonwoods along the San Pedro are
noticeably larger, hopefully adding to the
feeling of the passing years. Also, I've
installed a random dead tree here and
there to the scenery.

Whether updating scenery, indus-
tries, or locomotives, it’s been fun keep-
ing the Utah Belt current. At times it’s
been difficult to eliminate things that
I enjoy but have become outdated.
However, the changes have kept me
challenged and interested in the hobby.
I look forward to seeing what the future
brings to the Utah Belt. I

Eric Brooman’s most recent articles on
his HO scale Utah Belt appeared in the
December 2011 Model Railroader and
Great Model Railroads 2006. He lives in
St. Peters, Mo.

@ The Southern San Pedro still
interchanges with the UB at Descanso.
However, the short line had to give up
its Alco RS-3 for an EMD SW1000.

o The Model Railroader Video Plus
crew visited Eric Brooman'’s Utah
Belt. Check out the exclusive
video at MRVideoPlus.com.
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Kitbashing an HO scale

2-8-2 steam engine
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Cascade Lumber Co. engine 11 brings an abbreviated Mount Rainier Park Special into Fredrickson, Wash. Robert Boyd

.

kitbashed the HO scale locomotive, starting with a Russian Decapod 2-10-0 model by Bachmann.

Swapping out a drive axle for a trailing truck is just the start of this conversion

By Robert A. Boyd ¢ Photos by Chip Van Gelder

ay there’s a locomotive you

need for your roster, but nobody
makes one. One answer is to
build it yourself, starting with
another model that looks fairly
close. That’s what I did when I needed a
Cascade Lumber Co. 2-8-2 Mikado for
my HO scale layout.

The Tacoma Eastern (TE) is a short
line that, despite its name, runs south,
not east, from Tacoma, Wash. It splits at
Fredrickson, just south of Tacoma, with
the main line running southwest to link
up with the trunk line into Portland,
Ore., at Chehalis, Wash. A major branch
continues south, running far into the
hills to tap the forest and mining proper-
ties around Mount Rainier through a
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network of branches and privately
owned short lines.

The Milwaukee Road held an interest
in the Tacoma Eastern even before the
former’s Puget Sound Extension was
completed. It became a subsidiary of the
Milwaukee Road after that railroad fin-
ished its transcontinental link in 1909.

The lean years of the Depression, fol-
lowed by increased demand for raw
materials in the pre-World War I1
period, put a terrible strain on available
equipment. The rearmament binge of
1940 stressed the backwoods railroads to
their limit, impacting the traffic that was
becoming critical to the war effort. The
government intervened in late 1941, forc-
ing all the short lines in the area to pool

their equipment, which was dispatched
out of Fredrickson, Wash. Though this
wasn't a perfect solution, it kept the rail
traffic fluid under the wartime crush.
The Cascade Lumber Co. was a major
contributor to this equipment pool, with
locomotives such as this light branch
line 2-8-2. Follow along to see how I kit-
bashed an HO scale model from a
Bachmann Russian Decapod.

Bob Boyd has been a model railroader
for longer than he cares to think about.
His main modeling interests are passen-
ger service, heavy electrification, and
maintenance-of-way equipment, in many
scales. When he isn’t playing with his
trains, he writes science fiction novels.




Frame

truck bottom ground to
tongue  plate clear rear
truck

Cab floor extensions, .030" styrene

After disassembling the model, | removed the rear wheel-
set, then carefully cut the side rods just behind the next set
of drivers with a rotary tool. | removed the brass pickup wip-
ers that corresponded to the removed rear wheelset.

| then cut the bottom plate just beyond a conveniently
placed mounting screw. Using the rotary tool again, | ground
away the end of the frame casting to a contour similar to a
prototype frame to provide clearance for the rear truck.

| had a pilot truck from another Bachmann decapod, and
its tongue fit neatly under the bottom plate. (An alternative
source for these spoked pilot wheels would be NorthWest
Short Line, www.nwsl.com.) | had to bend the tongue to get
the proper wheelset mounting position, which also gives the
rear wheelset a slight spring loading. The mounting screw
locked it down so the truck is rigid, but there’s adequate hor-
izontal play in the wheelset. The photo above shows both
the ground-away frame contour and the critical rear frame
screw that holds the trailing truck’s tongue.

Spin jig

Carve
domes from
acrylic rod

The existing domes didn’t match the prototype | was model-
ing, so | replaced them. On my model, they weren’t glued in
very securely; a sharp rap with a light hammer caused them
to pop neatly out.

The two replacement domes were formed of 2" and 34"
acrylic rods, which | rounded off in a spin jig, as shown above.
After the domes were mounted, | cut two donuts of .020"
styrene, with the inner diameters to fit loosely over the
domes and the outer diameters broad enough to cover the
rough boiler openings where the domes were mounted.
| slipped these over the domes and glued them down to the
curved boiler to become the base of the flared dome flanges.

The cab remained unchanged except for raising it about 8
scale inches (.090") to give it a more “American” look. The
edges of the cab deck showed after this was done, so | added
some .030" styrene extensions to bring the edges out to be
even with the cab sides. The curved area of the cab face
where it met the boiler was likewise filled in, using .040"
styrene sheet.

For more locomotive projects

Read more about how to customize
your steam engines in Detailing and
Upgrading Steam Locomotives, pub-
lished by Kalmbach Books. To pur-
chase a copy online, visit our website,
www.KalmbachHobbyStore.com.

Flare bases with putty

- _—— -
The flared dome bases were sculpted using Milliput hobby
putty, a product from England that can be obtained through
Micro-Mark (www.micromark.com). This is a two-part epoxy
with the fine consistency of caulking. It's water-based, so it
can be smoothed into shape with a wet finger.

The model had a device mounted on the boiler right
behind the steam dome. Since there wasn’t one on my proto-
type, | cut it off, filed it flush, and mounted the bell there to
cover the cast-in scar, as seen above.
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Spark arrestor

Backwoods railroads took precautions
to keep their locomotives from acciden-
tally igniting the underbrush. | fitted a
large cylindrical spark arrestor typical of
these locomotives onto the stack. | cut
two circles of .020" plastic 12" in diame-
ter and glued .010" x .040" styrene strips
around their edges to form retaining
rings. | cut a strip of fine screen 4"
wide, formed it in a circle, and glued it
inside these rings with cyanoacrylate
adhesive (CA), as shown above. A simi-
lar piece of screen was glued across the
top of the stack.

| CASCADE 1.UMBEP | COMPANY

o —— R N

The cab interior was painted a custom-mixed institutional
pale green, including the cab rear facing the tender. The cab

roof was painted Mineral Red.

The smokebox and firebox were painted Lark Dark Gray
and given a dusting of Steel to simulate the metallic effect of

the graphite coating.

The rest of the locomotive and tender were painted a cus-
tom mixed Grimy Black, which shows up better than pure

black under indoor lighting.

The lettering was produced as dry transfers on my ALPS
printer, a dye-sublimation printer (now out of production)
that can print white lettering. Options would be to put
together individual letters from a lettering decal sheet or

have custom decals made.
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Fire
hose

Scale
coal
load

Wood
cribbing

e el ———

I wanted to improve the detailing on the tender, so | started by cutting away the
bunker doors and adding some wood cribbing. Note at above left how the top crib
was worn down by scraping it with a hobby knife blade. | used thin CA to bond a
partial coal load in place. Tenders don't stay full for long, so a partial load is more
prototypical. Note the spillage on the rear deck in the above right photo.

The access ladders were damaged in handling, so | substituted standard freight
car ladder stock from Tichy Train Group.

Fire is an ever-present threat in the Pacific Northwest backwoods, so | added a
fire hose made of thin solder stored on a homemade hose reel. An air driven
pump, a scrap box find, was mounted on the tender deck to draw from the bunker
supply, with an air line made of .010" wire running down the side to tap the train
brake system. A fire ax lies almost buried under the tender coal spill.

| kept the archbar tender trucks that came with the model and equipped the
locomotive with Kadee couplers.

Grime from
~ smokestack

Steam Power
Black on top

— e

.-'j

o

A Dirt and Mud along bottom

I started by giving the entire locomotive a thin spray wash of
dark blue to simulate the bluing effect boiler enamel devel-
ops due to exposure to the elements.

| then stippled a mix of browns and grays on the top of
the smokebox to simulate the mud and gunk that accumu-
lates there.

After that, | lightly dusted the top of the locomotive with
Steam Power Black to simulate soot. The airbrush should be
held at a 45 degree angle and run front to rear to impact the
forward edges of the boiler-top fittings. Additional soot was
added to the stack and the tender deck.

Finally, I lightly airbrushed Dirt and Mud along the lower
part of the running gear and around the pilot. A final coat of
clear flat, and the job was done. I



Milwaukee, Racine
& Troy Railroad

MRT
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Celebrate 85 years of Model Railroader magazine
with an exclusive HO or N scale boxcar! The limited-
edition freight cars feature custom detailing, including
special anniversary logos.

HO Scale Boxcar (Milwaukee, Racine & Troy) #84047

From Athearn Genesis, an HO scale Pacific Car & Foundry
insulated boxcar with Youngstown doors, featuring:
¢ |[njection-molded plastic body.

¢ Detailed cushion under frame.

e Complete brake rigging.

¢ Etched-metal crossover platforms.
e 70-ton roller-bearing trucks.

e McHenry scale couplers.

e And more.

Also available (not pictured): Micro-Trains’ 50-foot plug-door
N Scale Boxcar with short ladders and no running boards. #84067

Remember Model Railroader’s special milestone with a collectible boxcar for your layout!

Order Model Rarlroader’s 85th Anniversary Boxcars at

KalmbachHobbyStore.com/85thBoxcar

Sales tax where applicable.

P33963



CRATCHBUILD

a small-town station

Using prototype photos and drawings, Tom Houle scratchbuilt Soo Line’s Dallas, Wis., depot for his O scale model railroad.
Tom’s modeling tips can be adapted for scratchbuilding projects in any scale.

This O scale structure matches its full-size counterpart
thanks to careful research and skilled modeling

By Tom Houle ¢ Photos by the author

| MODEL A “COULD-
HAVE-BEEN"” SOO LINE
BRANCH SET IN SOUTH-
EASTERN WISCONSIN
DURING THE MID-1950S

that connects with the Chicago &
North Western. One of the structures
I wanted to add to my O scale model
railroad was a small-town station. No
Soo Line structures were available
commercially in 1:48. However,

by doing prototype research and
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using a lot of styrene and stripwood,
I was able to make a station typical of
those along the Soo Line throughout
the Upper Midwest.

Scaling up

The Soo Line Historical & Technical
Society, its Yahoo group, and society
members provided a great deal of help as
I researched the depot. Prototype photos
as well as elevation and construction
detail drawings proved invaluable.

Next, I drew pencil outlines for the
four walls, roof halves, bay window, inte-
rior floor, and interior walls in pencil.

I dimensioned the window and door
openings for Grandt Line (now San Juan
Model Co.) and Tichy Train Group
plastic castings.

I scanned and e-mailed my pencil
outlines to Jeff Smith in Yuma, Ariz. Jeft
does custom computer-aided drafting
(CAD) work.

Jeft converted the drawings to Delta
CAD files. His dimensionally accurate




Unless otherwise indicated, dimensions shown are for O scale, artwork drawn to HO scale

Mirror image wall patterns Full size for N scale

Front walls
e 3.753" - = 5.549" -
7 '
.060"x.125"
1 .060"x.125" B
—| 850" |=— 1
Tichy Train
3.156" Group no. 3.000"
2035 2.4%"
2.250" TO CONVERT HO ’
: SCALE DRAWINGS TO
YOUR SCALE COPY AT
THESE PERCENTAGES:
.072" N 54.4 percent
= ] S 136.1 percent ;a2 !
P L 0 181.4 percent = = =
je— 1 575" —] [ 0\60"X 156" |e—— 1.747" ——}e——2.109" ———}——1.693" —|
Walls — Evergreen no. 4101 .100" clapboard siding
Rear wall
12.000" e
- 11.750" -
i
1—-060"x.125 - 636" |
Tichy Train Group Tichy Train Group
3156" no. 2029 no. 2029
3.000" 172£
T.SBZ"
L — < *
-—— 1.622 210" — A o | s 556" j——1.525" —»
| .

@ Wall plans. Tom had Jeff Smith convert his pencil drawings into computer-aided drafting files. After printing the drawings,
Tom cut them out and attached them to the back of the Evergreen clapboard siding. Jeff Smith illustrations

drawings enabled me to print the pat-
terns and use them as cutting guides.

Wall construction

I started work on the station with the
front and rear walls @. The roughly
3" x 11%4" wall dimensions enabled me to
cut the front and rear walls from a single
6" x 12" sheet of Evergreen no. 4101 clap-
board siding.

I attached Jeff’s drawings to the back
of the .040" clapboard siding with rubber
cement. I used mirror images of the pat-
terns because the window and door loca-
tions aren’t symmetrical. Working from
the back proved much easier than trying

to lay out the doors and windows on the
clapboard siding.

I cut the styrene with a sharp no. 11
blade (for materials less than .040" thick)
or a utility knife (.040" and thicker),
using a steel straightedge as a guide.

I scored the styrene and snapped it along
the cut. Then I used a flat file and sand-
ing block to square up the cut edges.

Next, following the pattern outlines,
I cut the openings for the freight and
service doors and the windows. I added
060" x .156" styrene strip to the bottom
edges of the walls to simulate water
boards. I then glued .060" x .125" styrene
strip corner trim boards to the ends of
the rear wall and two front walls ).

The water boards and corner trim
boards are flush with the back of the
clapboard siding.

I braced the insides of the front and
rear walls with .040" x .188" styrene strip.
To accommodate the bottom edge of the
service door opening on the front wall,

I cut and filed a .072" x .850" notch into
the water board.

Next, I turned my attention to the
end walls, @ on the next page. As
before, I printed out Jeff’s drawings and
attached them to the back of the clap-
board siding. To ensure the siding on the
ends would align with that on the front
and rear walls, I carefully glued the
paper pattern to the bottom edge of the
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End walls

.060" x.188"

532"

¥

.060" x.188"

- )

1.238" Interior walls

4.870" >

~—1.120" ==

LY
.060" x.156"

.040" styrene sheet (two required)

J .040" x.188"
bracin I
Evergreen no. 4101 clapboard siding . : 1.238
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4.394"
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1.720" no. "
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end only) 3.076"

- 4.755"

= 4.875"

L
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@ End walls. The wall on the passenger end (left ) has two windows; the freight house end doesn‘t have any. The interior
walls (right) provide additional reinforcement and separate the waiting and freight rooms from the operator’s office.

Freight door and transom
I 2.235"
1.1 \\
'\ 080" x.100"
.060" x.125"
.040" wall

.100"

J ji
=

.125"x.188"

Freight door
274" .030" x.030" .
"™ U {five pieces) e {45220
{ 188" / : !

402" # / 670"

)
R

.030"x.080"

v
.030" x .188"

2.559"

.040"x.125" scribed siding or |1 ggg"
individual boards on substrate

fe——— 2.235" ———]

@ Freight door and transom. Unable
to find commercial castings, Tom
scratchbuilt the freight doors board by
board from styrene. He also used

.030" x.030" styrene strip to build

the six-window transom.

.060" x .125" styrene strip

125" x .188" styrene strip

@ Door frame. Tom made trim for the
freight door openings by laminating
.060" x.125" and .125" x .188" styrene
strip. He made two 8" long strips and
trimmed them to size.
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styrene. The freight end wall doesn’t
have window openings and the waiting
room end windows are symmetrically
positioned, so there’s no need to do a
mirror image of the cutting pattern.

To accommodate the thickness of the
.060" front and rear wall trim boards,

I extended the .060" x .188" top trim
board ends 5" beyond the vertical
.060" x .060" corner trim boards.

I trimmed these extensions flush with
the front and rear wall trim after the
four walls were assembled.

I finished the wall portion of the proj-
ect with the two interior walls @. These
walls separate the waiting room and the
freight room from the operator’s office.
The walls also provide front-to-rear wall
bracing. I didn’t add doors or a ticket
window grill in the waiting room wall.

Freight doors

I found it easier to build the freight
doors before the walls were assembled.
The overall width of the freight doors is
8-3", which includes the vertical trim
boards. I searched the internet for com-
parable oft-the-shelf doors, but none
were available. Since I was committed to
replicating the prototype as faithfully as
possible, I scratchbuilt the doors.

You can see the basic dimensions for
the freight door in €). I began construc-
tion with the three-sided doorframe and
exterior trim boards. I laminated
060" x .125" styrene strip to a piece
of .125" x .188" strip @). I made two
8" long laminated strips, one for each
freight door.

I cut and fit the transverse top frame
strips first, then added the two vertical

frame strips. I glued the parts from the
inside, which kept the framing crisp and
clean. Note the .125" wide faces become
the scale 6" exterior trim around the
freight doors.

To accommodate the depth of the
door frames, I added .080" x .100" filler
strips to the bottom of the freight door
openings, @ on the next page. I glued
these strips flush to the inside top
edge of the .156" water boards below
the doors.

You can see the addition of the lower
transom frame in @. The bottom edge
of the frame should be 1.849" above the
bottom of the door.

The freight doors can be made with
.040" x .125" scribed styrene siding or
laminating individual scale 6"-wide sty-
rene strip to plain .040" styrene sheet.

I chose the latter. I ran 150-grit sandpa-
per over the styrene, keeping it parallel
to the edges, to add woodgrain detail.

I glued the finished doors to the inside
faces of the doorframes. The bottom
edge rests on the .080" x .100" filler strip.

I built the six-light transom window
directly over Jeft’s drawing. Before glu-
ing the finished windows and doors in
place, I positioned them and checked
their fit to the transom frame and the

tops of the doors.
The freight doors
required some MORE ON
patience, but they THE WEB
look great when © Registered users
of our website can

Completed e ) download copies of

I braced the Jeff Smith’s depot
inside faces of all cutting guides. Visit
the walls with ModelRailroader.com.

040" x .188" sty-
rene strip. Note the




Materials list

Evergreen styrene
131 .030" x.030" strip
134 .030" x .080" strip
142 .040" x .040" strip
143 .040" x .060" strip
146 .040" x .125" strip
153 .060" x .060" strip
156 .060" x .125" strip
157 .060" x .156" strip
158 .060" x .188" strip
165 .080" x .100" strip
168 .080" x .188" strip
187 125" x .156" strip
188 .125" x .188" strip
361 .060" x .375" strip
393 .125" x .500" strip
4101 .040" thick x .100"
clapboard siding
4125 .040" x .125" scribed siding
9040 .040" sheet
9080 .080" sheet

.060" roof overhangs at the tops of the
two interior walls €.

Operator’s bay

I built the bay assembly as a separate
item, @ on the next page. First, I cut the
upper and lower clapboard parts. Then
I used straight pins to attach the styrene
to the drawings. Due to the difference in
window height between the Tichy Train
Group windows in front and the Grandt
Line [now San Juan Model Co. - Ed.]
windows on the sides, the height of the
upper clapboard siding on the front is a
tad less than the sides. I carefully flowed
liquid cement into all the joints with a
soft brush.

The side windows are Grandt Line
no. 3767 double-hung windows. To
make them more accurate, I added
.030" x .030" muntins centered vertically
in the upper and lower sashes. The front
windows are Tichy Train Group no. 2029
windows. I trimmed the peaked tops ().

I didn’t attach the windows to the bay
until the windows had been airbrushed
and the glazing added.

I assembled the three sides of the bay,
ensuring the sides were at 90 degrees to
the front wall. I used .060" styrene sheet
to add an agent’s desktop to the interior
of the bay, a floor, and bracing at the top.

I then set the assembled bay aside.

[ attached it to the front of the depot

Floquil paint
F110074 Boxcar Red
130013 Grimy Black

Midwest Products
6405 3/16" sheet balsa
6055 3/16" x 3/16" balsa

Northeastern Scale Models
116STR316 '/16" x 36" basswood strip
18SCR116 /16" thick /8" scribed bass-
wood siding

Polly Scale paint
414255 D&RGW Building Cream

Grandt Line
3767 double-hung window

Tichy Train Group

2029 double-hung window

2035 exterior service door
with transom

2039 interior door (optional)

after the bay had been painted and I'd
installed the window glazing.

Raising the walls

Next, I worked on the station’s floor,
which I cut from .080" styrene sheet. To
stiffen the end walls, I added 2" x 2" tri-
angular braces cut from .060" sheet ().
Then I attached the end walls, using a
square to ensure the walls were at a
90-degree angle to the floor.

I added the back wall next. I notched
the top ends of the wall to clear the
060" x .188" end wall trim board exten-
sions. After dry fitting the rear wall to
ensure the corner trim boards correctly
overlapped, I taped it in place and glued
it from the inside to the floor and end
walls. I waited a day before I added the
two front walls.

I then dry fit the assembled bay into
its opening and added the two interior
walls. On the prototype the walls sepa-
rated the agent’s office from the waiting
and freight rooms. On the model they
also stiffen the front and rear walls.

I turned the depot upside down
and attached .125" x .500" styrene
strips to the underside of the floor.

I recessed these strips /52" from the
siding. The strips represent the founda-
tion and place the front freight door at
the correct height above the wood-
planked platform.

.080" x .100"
styrene filler

.060" x .156"
styrene strip

.060" x .125"
styrene strip

@ Filling in. The trim on the sides of
the freight door was deeper than the
trim on the bottom. Tom added a
piece of .080" x .100" to the back of
the .060" x .156" strip.

.080" x .100" styrene strip

O Adding the transom. A piece of
.080" x.100" styrene serves as the
frame. Tom modeled the door and
windows as separate pieces.

Six-light transom

Scale
6"-wide
styrene strips
attached to
.040" styrene
sheet

@ The payoff. Tom applied the glue
for the doors and windows from the
inside, yielding a clean look on the
model’s exterior. He used 150-grit
sandpaper to add woodgrain detail to
the vertical styrene strip on the doors.

.060" overhang

.040" x .188"
styrene strip

@ Extra strength. Tom braced all
interior walls with .040" x .188" styrene
strip. The two interior walls have .060"
overhangs at the top.
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Bay side wall

Bay front wall
515"
|[-———— 2.488" ——— b —
f— 2.238" —{ | =i

/ Peak removed

__—Tichy Train Group no. 2029

Grandt Line no. 3767

378
040" ‘
125"
T~ ,, 3.146"
X 1.730

©) Operator’s bay. Tom again used Jeff's drawings to model
the operator’s bay. He sized the window openings to fit
Grandt Line and Tichy Train Group window castings.

Roof construction

I built the roof from .080" styrene
sheet using the dimension in (B. I edge-
glued additional material to two 6" x 12"
sheets to get the required length. I could
have used 12" x 24" sheet, but I didn’t
have any on hand.

I beveled the top edges where the roof
halves meet and laid out the interior tri-
angular bracing locations. The interior
braces at the roof ends orient the roof
overhangs, and should fit snugly between
the end walls. I centered the middle
brace lengthwise on the roof.

I made the chimney from %" x 15"
hard balsa and skinned it with Holgate &
Reynolds brick sheet. Check the fit of the

base of the chimney to ensure it matches
the roof slope. I painted the bricks
Tuscan Red and the capstone with Delta
Ceramcoat Mudstone. I also used the
Mudstone to help the mortar lines in the
brick stand out. I used a piece of ¥i¢"
brass tube, painted black, for the flue.
The chimney is located to align with
the interior wall that separates the pas-
senger waiting room from the operator’s
office. There was a stove in the office that
stood against the waiting room wall.
I beveled the top edges of the front, bay,
and rear walls to match the angle of the
roof slope. Then I marked the location
of the bay on the front roof panel and
added a .472" x 3.084" extension cut from
.080" styrene sheet.

.080" styrene sheet

2" x 2" braces,
.060" styrene
sheet

11.750"

(@ Floor it. Tom made the station floor from .080" plain styrene sheet. He cut the
2" x 2" triangular braces, used to support the end walls, from .060" styrene sheet.
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" 2.786" licks 030" x .030"
.040" x styrene strip
9(;14?0')(*-- 060" T —— _1 muntins
4
678" 678"
7 i # = L
060" x.156" 020" x.125" 060" x.156" ==} 675" |
Bay assembly
Depot wall Depot wall
.060"x.125"  .060"x. 125
Bay side wall 040" x. 125 ,040" x .040"
Bay side wall
= j‘l 676 040" x .060"
020 x.125"x.500"
Bay front wall

(0 Plan to reality. This photo shows the pieces that make up
the operator’s bay. Tom modified the Grandt Line and Tichy
Train Group window castings to match the prototype.

Eave supports

The eave supports (§) are a unique
scrolled design. After much head
scratching, and considering converting
the drawings to 3-D and printing resin
parts, I finally decided to reduce the sup-
ports to their basic outlines and made
them myself.

I found the easiest way to ensure a
consistent profile was to laminate styrene
strip for each of the two supports. The
bay eave support strip consists of two
.080" x .155" strips laminated into
a.080" x .310" cross-section. The front,
rear, and end wall support strip consists
of five .080" x .708" strips laminated face-
to-face into a .417" x .708" cross-section.

I carved, filed, and sanded the lami-
nated strips to match the two bay sup-
port profiles. I used a utility knife, no. 11
blade, a couple of rat-tail files, and sand-
paper to shape the reverse curve con-
tours. Then I used a pin vise and a Yi6"
bit to drill a hole through the larger eave
support strip. Doing the shaping and
drilling before cutting the individual
supports ensures the /is' diameter hole
locations and outlines are consistent.

Before I cut the larger eave supports,
I trimmed the angled portion of the
front and rear wall supports so that
these supports would fit snugly under
the roof overhangs.

To facilitate sawing the individual
eave supports from their strip, I glued
basswood strips to a scrap piece of



.040"x.060"

three required

!

4.875"

= Y .060"x.125"
Roof panel 040" | .040"x.040'Q~."
(.080" plain styrene sheet, | £ $=-’
two required) 335" 1 C
Full size for N scale : I
.060" x.188" interior bracing
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@ Roof, floor, and more. Jeff's illustrations provide the dimensions for the roof and floor. In addition, they show how to
brace the corner for the operator’s bay, the dimensions of the bay roof, and the triangle-shaped roof braces.

lumber. The basswood held the styrene
strips in place when I cut them with a
razor saw (.

A bit of sanding on the eave support
faces and their edges finished up the
supports. I waited to install the eave sup-
ports after the roof was finished and
attached to the depot.

Painting and assembly

I wanted the depot to be in Soo Line’s
1950s color scheme. Before priming and
painting, I washed the model in warm
water with dish soap added to remove
impurities. After rinsing the model, I let
it air dry.

I primed the model with Floquil gray
primer in a spray can [Floquil and Polly
Scale products have been discontinued
by The Testor Corp. Tamiya and other
hobby paint manufacturers offer gray
primer in aerosol cans. — Ed.] I let
the structure sit for a few days before
I turned the station over to my friend,
Jerry Roy, for painting. He sprayed the
station Polly Scale Denver & Rio Grande
Western Building Cream (no. 414255)
and Floquil Boxcar Red (no. F110074),
giving the station a slightly faded look.
[Model Master no. 4722 Radome Tan is a
reasonable match for Building Cream.
Tamiya XF-64 Red Brown is a close
match to Boxcar Red. - Ed.]

Once the paint dried, I used 1" wide
masking tape to simulate rolled roofing.
I overlapped the tape seams "6 Before

End (6 each)

Twice actual size for O scale

Laminate five each .080" x .708"

\ .080" Front, Back (10 each)
o417 e =ie{ |-

Bay

Twice actual size for O scale

Front (four each) Side (four each)

i

.080"
Laminate two each .080" x .155"

.

310"

|

(®) Eave supports. Many Soo Line depots had distinctive eave support brackets.
Tom originally thought about 3-D printing the parts, but later decided to
scratchbuild them using laminated styrene.

Bay eave supports

Basswood strips

‘Q\’ 116" hole

( Cutting jig. Since Tom had to make several eave supports, he made this cutting

jig from scrap lumber and basswood strips. He drilled the 46" hole in the center of
the large eave supports before cutting the individual pieces.
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.015" x.292" x .292

Rolled roofing, 1"-wide masking " styrene

tape with 16" overlap painted
Floquil Grimy Black

Signal mast,

D&RGW Building Cream, :
Polly Scale no. 414255

"
-
1 I

= P

Boxcar Red,
Floquil no. F110074

(® That 1950s look. Tom had his friend and fellow O scale modeler Jerry Roy paint
his depot. Tom made the rolled roofing, painted Grimy Black, with masking tape.

36" x 316" x .4375"
bass/balsa posts on 2"
centers, 26 pieces

6" X 346" bass

316" hard balsa, 22" x 20"

316" X 316"
balsa legs

16" X V8"
scribed basswood,
2" x 20"

6" X 346" basswood

() Switching gears. Until this point, Tom used styrene strip and sheet for the bulk
of the depot project. He made the station platform from wood sheet and strip.

attaching the roof, Jerry sprayed it with
Floquil Grimy Black (&) [Tamiya Rubber
Black (XF-85 in a bottle or TS-82 in a
spray can) is a great substitute for Grimy
Black. — Ed.] Once the roof was in place,
I installed the eave supports.

I made the DALLAS station signs
using Wide Latin font (10 point) on my
home computer. I printed the signs, cut
them out, and attached them to .020"
styrene. I secured the boards to the
station with Aleene’s Tacky Glue. Then
I made and installed the Soo Line-style
train-order signal (9.
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Depot platform

The station platform dimensions are
shown in (). I started by cutting a deck
core from %16"-thick hard balsa. Then,
using a North West Short Line Chopper,
I cut 26 balsa legs, 316" x /16" x .438" long.

I built the ramp and platform on Jeff’s
drawings, with clear plastic protecting
the paper. I attached the legs with
Elmer’s white glue and pinned them
in place.

When the glue had dried, I added

V16" X 316" basswood strips around the

.030" brass wire

(® Train-order signal. Though small,
the signal attached to the operator’s
bay adds a realistic touch to the station.
Tom made the train-order signal using
brass wire and styrene.

perimeter of the platform and attached
the ramp legs.

Next, I removed the platform and
ramp from the plan and attached the
1/16"-thick 14" scribed basswood decking.
I placed clothespins every inch or two to
ensure the basswood decking lay flat on
the balsa core.

[ added a ramp at the base of the
freight door to handle the difference in
height between the freight door sill and
the deck.

[ stained the platform and ramp with
A.LLM. Products (now Monroe Models,
www.monroemodels.us) Quick Age
stain. It took four to five applications of
the stain to achieve the effect I wanted.

Note the left hand end of the ramp
doesn’t reach the layout surface. The Soo
Line built a dirt ramp up to the edge of
the deck. The finished platform can be
glued to the depot foundation or you can
leave it loose like I did.

If you haven't tried your hand at
scratchbuilding a structure from photos
and prototype drawings, I hope this arti-
cle has encouraged you to give it a try.
My Dallas, Wis., depot is now on site
serving passengers and handling less-
than-carload freight deliveries. 23

Noted scratchbuilder Thomas J. (Tom)
Houle of Mequon, Wis., passed away in
October 2014. His article on scratchbuild-
ing a Copper Range caboose from styrene
appeared in the May 2014 issue of Model
Railroader magazine.
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Anyone who models the steam era through the 1950s will love
the new book, Detailing and Upgrading Steam Locomotives.
With expert contributors like Andy Sperandeo, Tony Koester,
and Cody Grivno, this handy reference book provides the best

information available for upgrading, detailing, modifying, and
maintaining your steam locomotive models.

Covered topics include:

e An overview of steam locomotives: types, history, and how
they work.

e Upgrading and repowering older models.
¢ Adding DCC and sound; weathering; and modifying details.

o Maintain o
#12812 ¢ $21.99 Maintaining steam models

e And more!

/& Buy now from your local hobby shop!
<ambach - Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com

Sales tax where applicable.

NEW Calendars

s for Model Railroaders & Railfas

W '“‘\\

Model Railroader's 2019 calendar showcases The 2019 edition of Trains Across America
12 impressive layouts in a variety of scales, captures moving trains in breathtaking scenes
locations, and railroads. A bonus spread across the country. A bonus section highlights
features Milwaukee Road’s Beer Line, including: the restoration of Civil War icons, including:

e The staff-built layout and addition. ¢ The General and the Texas.

e Detailed track plans. ¢ Two moments in their restoration histories.

* A look at how the projects were built. e Today’s location of each locomotive.
# 68190 » $12.99 #68191 « $12.99

Fq Buy now from your local hobhy shop!
| kaimbech Shop at KalmbachHobbyStore.com

Price does not include shipping. Sales tax where applicable.
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Larry Puckett used advanced consisting for this A-B-A set of F-units coasting down the ladder

O D CC OO

The advantages of advanced consisting
1 ' - NN

© 22. You can turn off lights and
- : sounds in all the trailing units

' : and only allow the lead engine

- © to respond, for example.

Some decoders now offer

: other advanced consisting

. functionality. For example,

: SoundTraxx Econami and

¢ Tsunami2 decoders allow you
: to control how functions FO

: through F28 respond and to

: customize automation of

. these functions.

The one big downside to

© advanced consisting is that
. youre limited to two-digit

~ = : addresses, actually 1-127

into Charlottesville Yard on his Piedmont Southern HO scale layout. This month, Larry goes
over some of the advantages and challenges of advanced consisting.

I'm continually surprised
at how few people I talk to at
operating sessions and train
shows are aware of advanced
consisting, especially since it
offers so many advantages
over basic and command-
station-assisted, or universal,
consisting. I compared these
various consisting methods
back in my July 2016 DCC
Corner column, and this
month I want to focus on
advanced consisting.

But first, let’s look back at
the different consisting meth-

ods and their weaknesses and
. command station memory.

strengths. Basic consisting
involves assigning the same
address to all the locomotives
in a consist. They all will
respond to that address
simultaneously. However,
they also will all respond to
all function commands.
Consequently, the horns
and bells will sound in all the
locomotives in a consist. In
addition, all the locomotives
in a consist must either be
placed facing the same direc-

tion or special measures must

be taken to allow some to
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- move backward. However,

. you can easily move a basic
. consist from one layout to

- another without having to

. remake the consist. _
i Command-station-assisted :
. consisting is probably the :
: most commonly used

: method, since it’s easiest and
: usually built into the com-

i mand station software. With
: this method, locomotives are
- added to a consist using a

. programming throttle and

: can face any direction.

The address of all the loco-

: motives in the consist and :
their orientations are stored in :
. operated without any repro-

: gramming. In that respect,

. it’s similar to basic consisting.
- Also, because each locomo-

- tive decoder is responding to

. the same address, there are

: no delays. And since the con-
. sist address is stored in the

. decoder, resetting the com-

: mand station memory won’t

. wipe out the consist.

WHEN MAKING UP
ADVANCED CONSISTS,
| BEGIN BY SPEED
MATCHING ALL THE
LOCOMOTIVES.

— LARRY

locomotives will still respond

. to their primary address.
. Advanced consisting offers
: many advantages over these

. other methods. With this

: method, the same consist

. address is entered into

: Configuration Value (CV) 19
: in each locomotive’s decoder.

This means that the con-

sist is independent of the
: command station and can be

moved to another layout and

© With advanced consisting
© you can control how functions
- respond to commands when
: in a consist with CVs 21 and

. (two-digit when converted to
. hexadecimal in the decoder).

. This seems to be a throwback
. to the early days of Digital

: Command Control (DCC),

¢ when all decoder addresses

: - were limited to two digits.

: When a function command is
: sent to the consist, only the

. lead locomotive will respond.
: However, individual functions :
: can be triggered, since the

From a practical sense this

. really isn’t a limitation, since
- I doubt many folks will oper-

ate more than 127 consists.

- However, for those who have
: become accustomed to their
. throttle address being the

same as the lead locomotive

. number, this can take a little
. getting used to.

You could use the last two

: or three digits of the lead

. locomotive number for the

: consist, but eventually you’ll

: run into conflicts, so be ready
. with a work-around. To avoid
. this, NCE recommends

¢ beginning at 127 and working
. backward without regard to

- the locomotive numbers.

No matter the method, set-

ting up consists can require

¢ some advance planning and

. programming. With advanced
- consists in particular, you

- need to decide how you want

. the functions on individual

. locomotives to respond when

- in a consist, and set CVs 21

- and 22 accordingly.

Of course this may all

- change if you decide to switch
. a mid-consist locomotive to a
¢ lead position. Once a consist is



set up, there are disadvantages
to altering it in the future.

Another factor with all
types of consisting that needs
to be dealt with is ensuring
that the locomotives to be
consisted all operate at about
the same speeds. Speed
matching is the process of
programming the decoders in
the locomotives so that their
speeds are the same through-
out the throttle range. Failure
to do this may result in loco-
motives fighting each other.

In the September 2016 col-
umn, I covered speed match-
ing and discussed methods
for tweaking locomotive per-
formance. I've posted a video
on my website (www.dccguy.
com) showing how I speed
match locomotives.

Other complications can
arise due to differences in
how some functions work.
For example, SoundTraxx F11
braking isn’t directly compat-
ible with other types such as
TCS WOWSound prototype
mode, which by default uses
F7 for braking. These two
braking methods also differ
in how they operate, with
SoundTraxx F11 being an on/

using F7 to turn brakes on
incrementally and F6 to
release them.
Back-electromotive-force
(back-EMF) settings may also
differ among decoder brands,
making them difficult to mix.
Some other brand-specific
features may not mix well,

either. Consequently, you may

decide to use the same brand
decoders in locomotives in
consists instead of mixing
them, but this is also true of
any form of consisting.
Conflicts may occur if one
or more of the consisted loco-
motives is still in memory as
a single or command-station-
assisted-consisted locomotive.
For example, the lights in my
F units shown above flashed
when in advanced consists,

but didn’t when I broke up

: the consist or operated them
: in command-station-assisted
- consists. Simply clearing

. the locomotive roster in the

: command station eliminated
. this issue.

: Some command stations

. will automatically use

: advanced consisting when

: creating consists. For exam-

. ple, NCE systems will auto-

: matically write the consist

. number you enter into CV19
. in all the locomotives in the

: consist. In addition, they’ll

. keep track of which locomo-

. tive is in front and which is

: on the rear, and automatically
. make corrections if the direc-
. tion of travel is reversed.

This comes in handy

. for situations where the

. lead engine becomes the rear
. engine and vice versa, such as
. when a train reaches the end

. of a branch line and does a

. runaround to return in the
opposite direction.

When making up

. advanced consists, I begin by
. speed matching all the loco-

. motives. I then use Java

. Model Railroad Interface’s

: (JMRI) DecoderPro to set up
. the address and function

off function and WOWSound : assignments for each locomo-
- tive @), which is a lot simpler
. than calculating the values

. for these CVs by hand.

. [Java Model Railroad Interface :
. is available online at jmri.

. sourceforge.net. — Ed.] But if

. you don’t want to mess with

. DecoderPro, Digitrax offers a

. free app, the Digitrax Toolbox,
for cell phones and tablets that :
: will calculate these and other
: CVs that you can program

. into any decoder.

Once the function assign-

. ments are made and the con-

. sist address added to CV19,

. the consist is completed. It’s

: important to remember that

. the locomotive only becomes
© part of a consist if the consist
. address is stored in CV19. If a
. value of “0” is in CV109, the

. locomotive won’t respond to

Watch a consisting video on DCC programming at www.MRVideoPlus.com. o

- @ Locomotive options. Southern no. 6130 has been assigned
: to consist 22 with its normal forward direction of travel. In the
. consist it will only respond to functions FO, for lighting; F1; F2;

. F7; and F8. The advanced consist pane in Java Model Railroad

. Interface’s DecoderPro allows Larry to assign a consist address,
¢ specify the normal direction of travel, add additional consist

. momentum settings, and set whether a function will respond

. to the consist address or its primary address.

@
Window Help

Comtist 2308} v =

Ww | arnmnd e {alals - w |y [Hreciban Harmal Add [ TET]
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@) Building a consist. The DecoderPro consisting tool allows
. Larry to create consists and add or delete locomotives from it.

Note that it doesn’t allow him to edit the way each

. locomotive responds to function commands when in a consist
. like with the advanced consist pane. In this case locomotive

. consist commands, only to its
. primary address.

That way you can operate

. the locomotive as a single

. unit as you normally would,
. then program a consist

. address to CV19, thereby

- adding it to a consist. By

. changing CV19 back to “0”

- the locomotive is dropped

. from the consist.

The function assignments

made in CVs 21 and 22

. 6130 has been assigned the lead position in its normal
. direction of travel, while locomotives 6133 and 4136 have
. been added running in the reverse direction.

. remain stored in the decoder,
. but aren’t acted on. If you

: have several locomotives

. with function assignments

. already made but no consist

- address added, they can

- later be made into a consist

- using the DecoderPro

. consist tool for this purpose

- @. Given all the advantages

- of the method, I hope you

- will give advanced consisting

- atry. [
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WaIthersMalnIme HO scale EMD F7 dlesels

New tooling and realistic sound hlgh—
light these HO scale General Motors
Electro-Motive Division F7 locomotives
from Walthers. Part of the value-priced
WalthersMainline series, the models fea-
ture accurately detailed body shells and
are available with optional dual-mode
sound decoders that operate on Digital
Command Control (DCC) and direct-
current (DC) layouts.

I reviewed a SoundTraxx decoder-
equipped version from the first produc-
tion run. According to the Walthers
website, the second production run will

& features” box on the next page.

The prototype. With 2,316 A units and
1,483 B units built between 1948 and
1952, the F7 was the most numerous of
EMD’s F unit diesel-electric locomotives.
Although the F7 had the same 1,500 hp
rating of an EMD F3, the F7’s improved

Speaker enclosure

Die-cast metal chassis

Decoder

Flywheel equipped motor

: traction motors boosted its tonnage rat-
. ing by 30 percent over its predecessor.

The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy

: received its first F7s in 1950. These were
- single F7A units numbered 163-166. That :
. same year EMD delivered three F7

: A-B-A sets to the road, numbered 167 to
. 169. Each unit in these sets carried the

: same road number followed by a letter.

: For example, locomotive no. 167 con-

. sisted of 167A, 167B, and 167C.

The F units toiled away for nearly two

. decades, hauling freight on the Q.

- Starting in 1969, the road traded in its
have ESU Sound decoders. See the “Facts :
: SD45s. In 1970, the Burlington, along
: with the Northern Pacific; Great

: Northern; and Spokane, Portland &

. Seattle, merged into the Burlington

F7s to EMD toward the purchase of new

Northern RR. The only CB&Q F7s to

make it into the BN were nos. 168A and
: 168C, but these units were also traded in
: just five months after the merger.

Cab interior

g
i

/
LEDs

Removing the A unit’s shell reveals the locomotive’s mechanism and electronics. A
vertically mounted speaker is inside the enclosure to the rear of the decoder.
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" The model. Our review samples model
- Burlington Route nos. 167-A and 167-B.
. Walthers also sells 167-C as an individ-
: ual F7A.

The WalthersMainline locomotives

. match the dimensions of prototype

- drawings in F Units: The Diesels That

. Did It, by Jeft Wilson (Kalmbach

+ Publishing Co., 2000). Correct for its

. Burlington prototype, the HO diesels
depict so-called Phase I F7. Used by rail-
- fans, the term “phase” refers to external
. changes that occurred during a locomo-
. tive’s production run. Spotting features

. of a Phase I EMD F7 include horizontal-
. slit Farr air-intake grills, horizontal lou-
. vers along the sides of the body (A unit),
. asquare rear-door window, and a 36"

- diameter dynamic brake fan.

The HO F7’s plastic body shell has

well-defined door and rivet seams and

rooftop fan grills. Inside the cab is a one-

. piece interior with two seats. Crew fig-
. ures aren’t included.

Like other WalthersMainline locomo-

- tives, the F7 is more modestly detailed

. thana roadname-specific WalthersProto
- model. Separate detail parts on the

. WalthersMainline F7 include factory-

- installed handrails along the cab and

. side doors and two single-chime air

. horns on the roof. The Blomberg truck

. sides include separate brake cylinders.

The model is smoothly painted in the

Burlington’s light gray freight livery.
. There’s sharp color separation between
- the red and black stripes.

All lettering is clearly printed and

* matches prototype photos, including the
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scale 1" 167-A on the F7A and 167-B on
the B unit. Printed EMD builder’s plates
are also correctly positioned next to the
cab steps. The painted windshield wipers
on the clear cab window glazing of the
F7A are so well done that I almost mis-
took the wipers for separate parts.

Mechanism. The plastic body shell is
press-fit and easy to remove by carefully
spreading its sides to disengage the lock-
ing tabs. The flywheel-equipped can
motor rests in the center of a die-cast

DCC sound. The SoundTraxx decoder in

At our website subscribers can

MORE

REVIEWS
& VIDEOS

published reviews and watch
more than 150 exclusive
product demo videos.

PERFORMANCE CHARTS (SINGLE UNIT)

0]:7:\""/:7:\; 8 3.2 ounces
PULL 45 HO scale freight cars
5 5
5 VOLTS SCALE MPH :
6 (start) 1
7 23
9 52
12 85
SCALE SPEED (DCC)
SPEED STEP SCALE MPH
1 3
7 27
14 55
28 78

: the F7 features the same realistic sound
: reproduction of the firm’s Tsunami or

. Econami decoders. User-triggered effects :

. include long and short horn blasts, the
. bell, headlight, and Gyralight. The latter
: is correctly located above the door-

metal chassis. Driveshafts transfer power :

to the truck-mounted gearboxes.

The SoundTraxx decoder is mounted
above the motor with a fully enclosed,
vertically mounted round speaker
behind it. On the A unit, the headlight
and signal light are illuminated by two
light-emitting diodes (LEDs).

Performance. The model’s 3.2 ounce
tractive effort is equivalent to 45 HO
scale freight cars on straight and level
track. The single unit also had enough
pulling power to haul 12 HO freight cars
up a 3 percent grade without slipping

or stalling.

As you can see in the performance
charts above, the locomotive accelerated
smoothly during both DC and DCC
speed tests. The top speeds are within a
few scale mph of gear ratios available on
the prototype.

The helical gears used in the Walthers
mechanism provide exceptionally
smooth low speed performance without
any noticeable gear noise to get in the
way of the sound system. In DCC, the
decoder can be set for 128 speed steps for
finer control.

- mounted headlight.

The decoder doesn’t include coupler

: crash, dynamic brake fan, or button-

- controlled braking effects. It also doesn’t
. support as many configuration variables
: (CVs) as the Tsunami or Econami

- decoders, but most of my favorite fea-

. tures were still there. ,
. Inaddition to master volume control, '
. I could adjust the levels of the horn, bell,

and diesel engine. Both the EMD 567

. diesel and the single chime air horn
: sounded like prototype recordings
: I've heard.

I was able to add acceleration and

. deceleration momentum. I also easily

: advance-consisted the A and B unit

: together. The units were speed matched
. out of the box.

To further fine tune performance, the

decoder supports custom or 16 preset
: speed tables.

The decoder also supports function

: mapping and manual notching. By

: changing CVs 38 and 41 to a value of 64,
. I programmed this feature on buttons F4
- and F7. Then I could change the engine

. RPM sound independently of the loco-

. motive speed.

Out of the box the headlight shone

: constantly. To follow Rule 17 a headlight
: needs to be dimmable. I easily pro-

: grammed this feature by changing CV

: 49 to 129 and CV43 to 16. After those

: values were programmed, I could dim

. the headlight by pressing F9. More pro-

. gramming tips can be found in the

¢ SoundTraxx Tsunami manual, under

: “Manuals for discontinued products,”

read more than 1,000 previously

Facts & features

Price: DCC sound: A-B set, $369.98;

A unit, $199.98.

DC, no sound: A-B set, $249.98;

A unit, $129.98

Manufacturer

Wm. K. Walthers Inc.

5601 W. Florist Ave.

Milwaukee, W1 53218

www.walthers.com

Era: 1950 to 1969 (as decorated)

Road names: Chicago, Burlington &

Quincy; Alaska RR; Atchison, Topeka &

Santa Fe; Canadian National; Milwaukee

Road; Northern Pacific; Pennsylvania RR;

Southern Ry.; Southern Pacific; VIA Rail;

and Wabash.

DCC versions with SoundTraxx decoders:

ATSF, Burlington, CN, PRR, Southern, SP.

DCC versions with ESU Sound decoders:

ARR, Milwaukee, NP, VIA, Wabash.

Features

® All-wheel drive and electrical pickup

® Die-cast metal chassis

® Dual-mode sound decoder (DCC version)

® Five-pole skew-wound motor with dual
brass flywheels

e Light-emitting diode (LED) headlight
and Mars light, as appropriate

® Nine-pin DCC socket (DC version)

® Proto-Max metal knuckle couplers, at
correct height

® RP-25 contour metal wheels, in gauge

® Weight: 1 pound, .4 ounce (A unit);
1 pound, 1.5 ounces (B unit)

. at www.SoundTraxx.com. The site

- also includes supported CV lists for

- WalthersMainline locomotives under
. Manuals/Documents for Factory-

. Installed Decoders.

- DC sound. Sounds and lights are auto-

. matic when the locomotive is run with a
- DC power pack. The engine sounds

- ramped up or down according to the

- throttle setting. At speeds under 25 scale
. mph, a bell sounded. Using an MRC

. Tech 6 provides access to more functions
. and some DC programming options.

Whether out of the box or as the

- starting point for a superdetailing proj-
. ect, the WalthersMainline F7 makes it
- easy to add an iconic transition-era

- diesel to an HO scale roster. — Dana

- Kawala, senior editor
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Here comes the happy couple! Con-
Cor has added to its line of Pennsylvania
RR MP54 commuter cars with models of
the semi-permanently coupled married

tests of the first release in the November
2012 Model Railroader. These new cars
have modified roofs with a headlight at
just one end, and our samples came with
Con-Cor’s factory-installed Digitrax
sound decoder in the powered car.

The Pennsylvania RR was known for its
electrified lines in the Northeast. The

commuters in and out of Philadelphia,
and then New York City. To do this, the
Pennsy built hundreds of MP54 multiple-
unit cars between 1915 and 1951, with a
peak of 481 in service in early 1953.

As the railroad became familiar with
the operating characteristics of the fleet,
efficiency experts in the 1930s recom-
mended building more powerful cars
designed to pull unpowered trailers.
These cars shared motor parts with the
then-new GGI electrics. There were 38

Surface-mounted LED headlight

b

Digitrax decoder

— oI

L Pl ]

Con-Cor HO scale MP54 coachh and trailer

: and "37. The PRR also had eight baggage-
: coach combinations. All 43 of the trailers
: were coaches. Since there were 48 power
- cars and 43 trailers, this meant that on
pairs, or bride-and-grooms. We published :

occasion, a power car would run by itself.

: There’s also evidence that power cars
. were coupled together at their blind (no

headlight) ends.

A 1973 equipment roster from the

. Southeastern Pennsylvania Transpor-
. tation Authority (SEPTA), which ran
: commuter trains under contract with
. the existing Philadelphia-area railroads,
. indicates 28 pairs were still available for
focus of the project was efficiently moving

use from Penn Central.

. All of the superlatives heaped on these
. models in the 2012 review are still true

. today. The paint is smoothly applied

: with sharp, clear lettering. Metal details
: include the grab irons and handrails,

. including the curved railings on the bot-
: toms of the vestibule trap doors that

- impressed us before.

The only detail discrepancies I could

. find was with modifications made to the

“blind” ends of the cars. The etched-
coaches built in three batches in 1932, ’34, :

Speaker
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Pantograph switch

Con-Cor’s Pennsylvania RR MP54 has a wide-open passenger compartment,
facilitated by its ceiling-mounted printed-circuit board and subfloor drivetrain.
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. both ends of the models. Photos in

: Pennsy Power II by Alvin F. Stauffer

. (Stauffer Litho Plate Co., 1968) show the

. blind ends of the car didn’t have them. A
. photo in The Keystone: Vol. 43, No. 4

. shows the blind end windows of trailer

. no. 39 plated over, but it’s unclear if this

. photo, taken at the Wilmington Shops in
: 1965, is of an in-service car or one

. undergoing modification.

Other equipment, such as the hand-

- rails below the round windows, the

. whistle above the left window, the wind-
. shield wipers, and the marker lights in

- the upper corners, were also missing

: from car 39’s end.

A small panel is cemented into the

- headlight opening on the roof of the

. non-powered end of the power car,

. opposite the pantograph. The prototype

. didn’t have headlights above the drawbar
i connections. A similar solution is used

© on the roof of the trailer. MP54s had a

. single power truck on the pantograph

. end of the car.

All the sources I checked showed

. the trailers were originally numbered
metal pilots are attached to the trucks on
- bered 44-50 in 1957 to avoid confusion

. with a group recently acquired ex-Great
- Northern boxcabs, which were given

- those numbers. Our sample trailer car

. was numbered 222, but I could find no

- evidence any multiple-unit MP54s wore
. this number. A 1957 roster showed

. power car 494, our sample, was con-

. nected to trailer 37.

1-43. The first seven were then renum-

Inside the car, whether powered or

- trailer, you'll find wide-open seating from
. end to end. All other features remain the

. same as in Steven Otte’s 2012 review. The

- big difference this time was the Digitrax

. sound decoder taped to the bottom of the
. printed-circuit (PC) board at ceiling level

:



PERFORMANCE CHARTS
[»]:¥:\'["/:7:\; 3 2.88 ounces
PULL 13 HO scale passenger cars
SCALE SPEED (DC)
VOLTS SCALE MPH
1.5 (start) 20
8 29
9 33
10 70
1 102
12 129
SCALE SPEED (DCC)
SPEED STEP SCALE MPH
1 0
2 (start) 43
/ 50
14 91
21 93
28 97

and an oval speaker secured to the
bottom of the roof above a cutout in
the PC board. The decoders are sold as

options to the base car. Con-Cor’s website

(www.con-cor.com) has instructions to
take advantage of free installation.

A few wires, leading to the track
power and a capacitor for the sound sys-

tem mounted in the vestibule, are visible

inside the car. They’re not too noticeable
from most viewing angles.

Plastic knuckle couplers are frame-
mounted in draft-gear boxes at the cor-
rect height. I did have to adjust one low

trip pin. Wheels on the powered car were :

in gauge, but three of the four wheelsets

on the trailer were slightly tight. A gentle :
: our powered car registered 2.88 ounces

. of drawbar pull, equivalent to 13 HO

- scale passenger cars. Our sample had no
: trouble pushing or pulling its trailer up

- and over the 3 percent grade on our

: Milwaukee, Racine & Troy staff layout.  :
: Also, the pair operated flawlessly through :
. yard ladders whether pushing or pulling.

twist got them back into gauge.

To test the Digital Command Control
and sound of the cars, I took them to
the test track. Compressor sounds and
traction motor blowers kicked on when
I placed the car on powered track.

The whistle replicates the Wabco
Trombone whistle used on these cars.
Other sounds available from the function
buttons on our DCC throttle include

latching horn sound on F2; track squeals
on F3; and a grade-crossing sequence at
F4. A three-step volume control, high-
low-off, is accessed through F5.

The car started moving in speed step
two at 4.3 scale mph. Top speed was 97
scale mph in speed step 28. The proto-
type was designed to reach 65 mph max-
imum, but they rarely traveled that fast.

adjusting the decoder’s top voltage (con-
figuration variable 5). Once underway,
motor whine and the clickety-clack of
wheels on jointed rail played.

Facts & features

Price: $399.98 (DC); available with

factory-installed DCC sound (add $84.98)

or DCC, motor-only (add $42.98) decoders

Manufacturer

Con-Cor International Ltd.

8101 E. Research Court

Tucson, AZ 85710

WWW.CON-COr.com

Era: 1932 to 1968, as decorated

Road numbers: 494-222, 459-467,

463-317, 483-6, 4272-496, 4274-397

Features

® 8-pin socket for DCC decoder on
DC models

o All-wheel drive and power pickup

® Detailed interior

® Detailed underbody

e Digitrax sound or motor-only decoders
(factory-installed DCC versions)

@ Interior lighting

® Operating headlights

® Plastic knuckle couplers mounted at
correct height

® RP-25 metal wheelsets, in gauge

® Selectable working pantograph or
2-rail power pickup

e Weight: 9 ounces

With that traction tire on each truck,

Direct-current (DC) operation was

: less satisfying. The powered car’s sounds
. started and the car began moving at
passing crossing bells on F1; a continuous, :
: 129 scale mph at 12V. The only sounds
. were the track noise and random com-
pressor sounds, which are automatic.

20 scale mph at 7.5V. Top speed was

. Pennsylvania RR’s MP54s lived long

. lives. There were still 59 in operation in
: 1977, and some reportedly toiled into the :
. early 1980s carrying passengers to and
. from the urban areas of the Northeast.
The model’s top speed can be lowered by :
: PRR catenary, this variation of the owl-

. eyed commuter cars would make an

. interesting addition to your layout. — Eric
. White, associate editor

If your modeling takes place under

B www.sieversbenchwork.com

Call TODAY to order! 1-800-466-3131
vV 77/

=

Iy

Storage
Boxes

Foam Lm_ed HO Scale
Self Closing Holds 16 Cars - $27.95
Fully Assembled N Scale
Holds 48 Cars - $27.95
Tote Bags
$35.95 .
AXIAN TECHNOLOGY | riis ser e
623-580—0800 Patented US.A.

fax: 623-580-8008
21622 N. 14th Ave. * Phoenix, AZ 85027-2806

www.axiantech.com

BENCHWORK in a HURRY
o i

Use Our Simple Modular System
You Design Any Size Layout
For Any Gauge Track
We do the Woodworking
Easy to Assemble
Free Brochure

BENCHWORK
- PO Box 100
Washington Island, WI 54246
920-847-2264

Sievers

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
FLEET OF JHODERNISM

: The Coach Yard

Committed to Excellence
; www.thecoachyard.com
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Adjustable power supply

DR5000 command station

Digikeijs DR5000 Digicentral

DCC command

One of the challenges when choosing
a Digital Command Control system is
committing to a specific brand’s prod-
ucts. Usually if you have a brand X com-
mand station you can only use that
brand’s throttles or accessories. Digikeijs :
takes a different approach with its
DR5000 Digicentral command station
by including command bus connectors
that work with throttles and other com-
ponents from many different manufac-
turers. The device also has built-in LAN
and WiFi interfaces for computer and
smart-device app control.

Set up. The DR5000 measures about
314 x 6 inches and has screw holes to
mount to layout benchwork. The basic
set from U.S. distributor Iron Planet
Hobbies also included a power supply
with adjustable voltage output (15 to
24V). Since I was testing HO and N
equipment, I left the setting at 15V.
Setting up the DR5000 is easy but
requires a Microsoft Windows PC. There
are no manual controls on the device
itself. Also note that the free software
that controls the device isn’t available for
Apple Macintosh or Linux computers.  :
After I downloaded the software from
www.digikeijs.com into a laptop running :
Windows 7, I connected the supplied
USB/mini USB cable between the laptop
and the DR5000. When I opened the
software, a digital version of the com-
mand station appeared on the screen. To
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station

. turn on track power or to adjust settings
: on any of the connections I simply

. moved the on-screen cursor over the

: connector or button and clicked. The

: DR5000 has several light-emitting

diodes (LEDs) that let me know the

: status of each connection.

A free downloadable user manual is

- available at the Digikeijs website, but

: Ifound it rather sparse. Instructional

. videos on the Iron Planet Hobbies web-
. site and those posted by other users on

: YouTube (especially rudysmodelrailway)
. proved much more helpful.

: Running trains. Clicking the CoNTROL
. section of the DR5000 brings up a vir-
. tual throttle on the computer screen (see :
. the photo above) that was intuitive and !
. easy to use. However, the command sta-
. tion really shines when multiple throttles :
: using different buses or connections are
. operated simultaneously.

The LocoNet T and XN + FB
(XpressNet) connectors let me use

. Digitrax and Lenz throttles, respectively, :
: to run trains. Other manufacturers’
: components that support these protocols :
: can also be used. For example, a CVP

EasyDCC wireless receiver can be
plugged into the XpressNet port to use

CVP wireless throttles.

The new Iowa Scaled Engineering

- ProtoThrottle (see my review in the July
: 2018 Model Railroader) can be used with
: the DR5000. The device can also be used

o

Laptop not included

Facts & features

Price: $199

Manufacturer

Digikeijs B.V.

Rietmeent 230/ 231

1357CW Almere

Netherlands

www.digikeijs.com

Distributed in the United States by

Iron Planet Hobbies

5355 West Harrison Street

Springfield, MO 65802

www.ironplanethobbies.com

Features

® USB 2.0 and LAN computer interface

® S88N, LocoNet B & T, XpressNet, FB, PB
& RS Bus Connections

® Separate programming track output
and booster

® Built-in WiFi/WLAN router

® IR receiver compatible with Uhlenbrock
[RIS and PIKO DigiFern (or other
RC5/36 KHz remote controls)

@ 3A output

® 15V-24V adjustable power supply

e Control 128 locomotives simultaneously

® Supports functions FO to F28

® 14/28/128 speed steps

e Short or long addresses (up to 9999)

@ Supports RailCom-equipped decoders

. with Roco/Fleischmann Z21 system
. components, including that firm’s
- Multimaus throttle.

After setting up the WiFi connection,

- Iran trains using the Roco Z21 and Lenz
- RtDrive apps on my Android smart-

- phone without having to connect any

- additional components to the DR5000.



Following another online video,
I configured the DR5000 to work with
Java Model Railroad Interface software.

This let me use JMRI DecoderPro to pro-

gram decoders and the WiThrottle (on
Apple devices) and Engine Driver (on
Android devices) apps to run trains.

For those who don’t use JMRI, the
DR5000 software includes a configura-
tion variable (CV) programming tool.
The command station supports both
programming on the main and service
mode programming. I appreciated that
the device includes separate program-
ming track outputs with a built-in pro-
gramming track booster, which ensured
that the system could read CVs from
every decoder that I tested.

As Digikeijs adds features, the
DR5000’s firmware can be updated by
the user via the internet. According
to the U.S. distributor, one update on the
horizon is adding compatibility with
NCE products.

Expanding the system. The command
station has a built-in optically isolated

: (OPTO) 3A booster. Additional 3A

: boosters (DR5033) are available.

: Boosters from other firms may also be

. used, but it’s important to remember

© not to mix the command station’s track

: output with any common-ground wired,
. non-optically isolated boosters.

. command bus hubs, occupancy detec-
. tors, feedback modules, servo

Drgrtd{j i

By Loy

RtDrive

Digitrax

The DR5000 works with a variety of wireless and wired throttles that use Loconet
. and XpressNet interfaces. The device also supports several smartphone apps.

. controllers, and stationary decoders. The
: command station also works with other
: LocoNet or XpressNet accessories.

; Combining several products, includ-
ing a WiFi module, computer interface,

- and programming track booster, into

. one box, the multi-bus DR5000 com-

: mand station is a powerful and versatile
. option for operating a DCC layout. -

. Dana Kawala

Digikeijs sells LocoNet/XpressNet

This project-oriented issue is ideal for beginner,
intermediate, and advanced modelers.

Model Railroad Scenery, Step by Step includes
20 step-by-step projects on different aspects

of creating realistic scenery. This “hands-on”
special issue features easy-to-follow instructions,
tips and techniques, material lists, color photos,
and diagrams.

Stories include:
* Modeling a scrapyard.
+ Building a highway overpass.
¢ Creating rundown structures.
* Detailing station scenes.
+ Constructing a backwoods scene.
* And much more!

Order Your Copy Today at
KalmbachHobbyStore.com/MRScenery

Free standard shipping lo U.S. addresses only. Canadian and foreign addresses, add $3.95 for shipping and handling.
Sales tax where applicable.

Creale a raral backwoods Heas Thal work

REBPSiter wone wih ground coms | i a8 scnben
MODEL RAILROAD
SCENERY&:

pro, ectg _ ﬂ*_?'

L&arr ot

focast S

concrete bunmé
[aportal >
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QUICKLOOK

ScaleTrains.com N scale 5750 carbon black covered hopper

Price: $31.99

Manufacturer

ScaleTrains.com Inc.

7598 Highway 411

Benton, TN 37307
www.scaletrains.com

Era: September 1977 to present

Road names: Columbian Chemicals,
Cabot, Sid Richardson Carbon Co., and
Witco. Four road numbers per scheme.

Comments: A Thrall Manufacturing Co.

5,750-cubic-foot-capacity three-bay car-
bon black covered hopper is now
offered in N scale by ScaleTrains.com.
The model is part of the firm’s Rivet
Counter line and features prototype-
specific details and photo-etched stain-
less steel running boards.

The ScaleTrains.com model is based
on a Thrall design from 1977. Carbon
black, a by-product of the petroleum
industry, is used in tires, belts, and

: gaskets, among other items. Spotting

- features of the covered hopper include
: aroof with peaked end panels and

. raised intermediate panels, 10 exterior
: posts per side, and round roof hatches
: (size and quantity varied by owner).

Our sample is decorated as Colum-

: bian Carbon no. 820, part of a 39-car

: order (820 through 858) built by Thrall

: in September and October 1977. The

: model is painted in its as-delivered

. scheme (the car is still in service today,

. but has been repainted into a simpli-

: fied scheme). The majority of the letter-
- ing is legible under magnification.

| compared the model to prototype

drawings in Eric A. Neubauer’s Carbon
. Black Cars (Society of Freight Car

: Historians, 1990). The car matched

. all of the dimensions spot on.

The model weighs 1.2 ounces,

which is .1 ounce too heavy per
: National Model Railroad Association

: Recommended Practice 20.1. The 33"

. metal wheels are correctly gauged. The
© injection-molded plastic couplers with

. metal springs were .020" high on both
. ends. The couplers also lack trip pins.

The car will negotiate 934" radius

. curves, but the manufacturer recom-

: mends running the car on 11" or

. broader curves. | tested the hopper on
: our Red Oak project layout. Despite the
: high couplers, the car ran without inci-
. dent while being pushed and pulled

. around the 13" radius curves and over
: no. 6 turnouts. | found the couplers a

. bit fiddly. On occasion it took extra

: coaxing to get the hopper to couple

. with other brands of couplers.

Though the 1977 version of the

" Thrall carbon black covered hopper

© wasn't common (just 178 cars produced
. for seven owners), it fills a niche for

: modelers of the late 1970s to today.

. — Cody Grivno, group technical editor

Using the best modeling tools
can make a big difference when
you're building your layout.
So we asked the editors of
Model Railroader to share

their recommendations.

From clamps and vises, to
soldering and electrical
gadgets, you'll find dozens
of tried & true tools when
you shop online at the
Kalmbach Hobby Store.
Best of all, they’'re editor
tested and approved!

For the modeler on your list,
Shop modeling tools at KalmbachHobbyStore.com
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Ahead of s;hedule

“May a train leave a station

ahead of its schedule leaving
time?” comes straight from
Peter Josserand’s Rights of
Trains (Simmons-Boardman,
1995). To explore the ques-
tion, let’s create a hypotheti-
cal situation based on the

photo at right, shot at Rico on .

Gregg Condon’s Rio Grande
Southern layout. [See Great
Model Railroads 2019. - Ed.]

The photo shows a two-
story depot, a house track
behind the depot, and a small
yard. Rio Grande Southern
engine no. 41 heads a train of
two cars and a caboose stand-
ing on a siding, clear of the
main track. The engine
doesn’t carry white flags,
meaning it’s a regular train
with a schedule.

For this example, we’ll
make the freight No. 213, a
second-class westbound train
scheduled to arrive in Rico at
1:40 p.m. and leave at 3:40
p-m. Usually, No. 213 needs
the full two hours to switch
Rico. This day, there’s only
light work, which the crew

wraps up in less than an hour.

Can No. 213 go?

Rule 92 prohibits a train
from departing any station
before its schedule leaving
time, a crucial principle of
safe timetable-and-train-
order operation.

Train No. 213 is clear of the main track at Rico on Gregg Condon’s Rio Grande Southern layout,
. facing an hour’s wait until its schedule departure time. Under Rule 92, even if its crew is
finished with its work at Rico, the train can’t depart ahead of schedule. Gregg Condon photo

i show No. 213’ actual loca-

. tion, but it does show where
i the train can’t be. Number

i 213 could be in Rico on time
© or, if delayed, well east of

i there. However, Rule 92

. means the train can’t be west
. of Rico before its schedule

. leaving time, 3:40 p.m.

i Relying on this, an opposing
. inferior train may move

i toward Rico against No. 213.

A train order could inter-

. vene, but one such as “No 213
| DEPART RICO AT 240 PM” is a
. flagrant violation of Rule 92.

. No rulebook with which I'm

: familiar contains such a form.
. The dispatcher can run the :
. the line, the dispatcher could
. expedite the extra west with

. “ENG 41 RUN EXTRA LEAVING
: Rico ON [DATE| AS FOLLOWS

. WITH RIGHT OVER ALL

: TRAINS LEAVE Ri1CO 240 PM

: KING 301 PM MULDOON 328
: PM ARRIVE DOLORES 406

: PM.” As with the annulment

train as an extra.

(Note: Some rule- This would
books, including require two

the Condensed orders, one
Code of Operating annulling No.
Rules and the 213’s schedule:
Consolidated “No 213 DUE TO
Code from which LEAVE Rico

it originated, spec- WERE | THE [DATE] 1S

ify this in Rule 5. DISPATCHER, ANNULLED Rico

Normally, this
column refers to
the Condensed
Code, but Rule 92
may be the more
common version
of the two.) Its
schedule can’t

| MIGHT HAVE
LET NO. 213
COOL ITS HEELS
FOR AN HOUR
AND DEPART AT
3:40 P.M., AS
SCHEDULED.
— JERRY

TO DOLORES,”
Dolores being the
train’s final desti-
nation. The order
wipes that day’s
No. 213 off the
timetable between
Rico and Dolores.

@ On Operation

S S D D

. All affected trains must

. receive a copy of this order,

. both regular trains whose

. schedules have not completed
. and extras.

Let’s assume that no east-

. ward trains are running from
¢ Dolores to Rico, eliminating

¢ the need to protect them

. against the extra west the dis-
i patcher plans. He then creates
. Extra 41 West with a second

. order “ENG 41 RUN EXTRA

: Rico To DOLORES.” Extras

. are unscheduled, so the train

. isn’t pinned down by a leav-

. ing time. It’s free to depart

. Rico any time.

If any other trains were on

. order, all affected trains must
i receive a copy of this order.

Another choice is a time

- order to protect eastward
extras against the extra west:
¢ “ENG 41 RUN EXTRA Rico TO
: DOLORES AND WAIT AT RICO
. UNTIL 240 PM KING 301 PM
 MULDOON 328 PM.” Only

“'l-
. - . L
L T Spds ;
e A

By Jerry Dziedzic

: eastward extra trains need
. receive copies of this order.

These last two orders, in

. effect, establish a schedule for
. Extra 41 West. It can’t be west
. of Rico before 2:40 p.m., west
. of King before 3:01 p.m., or

: west of Muldoon before 3:28

: p.m., allowing eastward

- trains freedom to move

: against this schedule.

Does your head hurt? So

. does mine.

. Were | the dispatcher,

- I might have let No. 213 cool
. its heels for an hour and

- depart at 3:40 p.m., as sched-
. uled. All affected trains

- need copies of the orders

- I'described to operate safely.
: One mistake, overlooking a

: single opposing train, invites
: an accident. Even if I handle
. the orders perfectly, my atten-
- tion to them might distract

. me enough to botch another
. mess on the desk. The crew

. would appreciate the break.

Josserand barked “No” to

answer the opening question.
. Just as emphatically, he

. demanded that dispatchers

© may not order a train to leave
- ahead of its schedule leaving
. time. Even so, where there’s a
- will, there are ways. I
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@ Trackside Photos 48

e A= i

Denver & Rio Grande Western train
No. 216 steps out onto a trestle on its
way out of Keystone on the Telluride
Branch. The scene was photographed
on John Mellowes’ HONn3 Rio Grande
Summit Lines layout, which appeared in
the August 2016 issue of Mode/
Railroader. The locomotive is a brass
model from Westside Models; the
trestle is scratchbuilt. Dave Rickaby shot
the photo.
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Chestnut Lake Lumber Co. two-truck

i Climax no. 3 is hauling logs and water to

. the sawmill. Gerald Lauchle of State

¢ College, Pa., photographed the scene
on his HO scale Galeton & Chestnut
Lake RR. The locomotive is a United
brass model, the log cars are Keystone
Locomotive Works models, the water
car is from Ye Old Huff-n-Puff, and the
caboose is scratchbuilt.

Send us your photos

Trackside Photos is a showcase for the work of Model Railroader
readers. Send photos (digital images 5 megapixels or larger) to: Model
Railroader, Trackside Photos, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187-1612;
or upload them to http://fileupload.kalmbach.com/contribute. For a
copy of our photo guidelines, contact associate editor Steven Otte at
sotte@mrmag.com.
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Conrail SD70MAC no. 4130 blows past,
rattling both the windows and the
silverware in Ed’s Diner. Inspired by
Model Railroader’s T-Trak staff
challenge (June 2016), Trond Atle Olsen
of Varhaug, Norway, built his own N
scale T-Trak module and photographed
it under natural light. The locomotive is
a Kato model; Ed’s Diner, named for one
of Trond’s friends, is scratchbuilt. Asle
Haukland shot the photo.



Neither the sheep nor their shepherd
seem all that concerned about the fact
that the engineer of Buffalo Valley

no. 60 has places to be. Bob Kuchar of
Lake Forest, Ill., photographed the
scene on his narrow gauge S scale
layout, which was based on the track
plan of pioneering model railroader
John Allen’s original Gorre & Daphetid.
This is Bob's second Sn3 layout; the first
was featured in MR's May 2003 issue.
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/ Railroader PL US
The Perfect Gift for

Model Railroaders
on Your List

(or for yourselt!)

Give a gift that lasts all year! An MR Video Plus subscription gives unlimited
access to our entire library of exclusive videos and great programming.

With more than 1,000 videos on our site, there's always something to
explore and learn to become a better modeler!

Give the gift that’s a perfect fit!

Order Your Gift Today at
MRVideoPlus.com/gift

Gift subscriptions ordered between October 1 and December 24 will gain access at the end of December. ,f-
Gift subscriptions ordered during the remainder of the year will be fulfilled immediately.




laser-cut s!ructures
and much more from:

Blair Line, LLC

PO Box 1138, Carlhage MO 64836
www.blairline.com

“For God so loves everyone, that He gave __;.]
His only Son, that if anyone believes in ~= = &
Him, he will not die, but will have “AN

eternal life” John 3:16

&

_____\

Merry Christmas!

www.scale-structures.com

ALLEGHENY SCALE MODELS
L.OCOMOTIVES AND ROLLING STOCK

HO, O, S, N, and Large Scale Out of Production Models

Sales, Consignments, Estates, Appraisals

www.alleghenyscale.com

470 Schooley’s Mtn. Rd.
Suite 8-117
Hackettstown, NJ 07840

phone: 908-684-2070
oscale@alleghenyscale.com

~~~, HO |4 k-
- Coming late 2019

| RIVER PORT

www.RiverPointStation.com

River Point Station Division of ITI
115 Maple Streael, Warwick, RI 02888-2130 USA
Tal. (401) 467-6907 rps-infof@riverpointstation.com

Awalinble Workhvide o Hobby Slores
Dwalers inay ordes lraem IBAT o Waallhiers

r— AFSTO M TRAC R
IPrniessmnnI lmrnui nen __& (onstruction
We (ompieh Unfinishod And Progress Layouts.
Iln-slgn Build, Fix And Completo Any Size or Scole!

\~PJ” 4_#

We Can Build On Your Slie or In Qur Shup

. Hl@lﬂnrduhI-nlnd-ulllnllronlls.tnm
.. (800) 216-9202

AVAILABLE FROM THE C&NW HISTORICAL SOCIETY LIPS WE BUY & SELL
Look at www.cnwhs.org to see this exciting new product! B R AS S
The C&NWHS is pleased to offer its all-color
2019 calendar, C&NW and predecessor roads. VISIT Us ONLINE
Individual copies are available for $13.50 WWW.DONBLACK.COM
postpaid. IL residents add 9.5% tax. HUNDREDS OF PICTURED
g~ CENWHS-MR MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM
fon® f e e Don Black 119A Bernhurst Rd New Bern NC 28560
www.cnwhs.org Toll Free 1-866 HO BRASS
www. gooddealsdcc.com
HOME OF THE PROGRAMMER TEST TRACK SYSTEMS
nos 2 wall 2 Dual Frog —=—— - DC & DCC Compatible Gary Cohn
2o : b Juicer All Scales Available 106 Center Street
i i Custom Orders Fox River Grove, IL 60021
WWW TamVa | |Ey Depﬂt com Dealer Inquiries Welcome gary@gooddealsdcc.com

Are You Paying Too Much For Your

</} Fast Shipping
</ Renltime lnwutw

[ www.cityclassics.biz | _
PICTURE
WINDOWS

Touch Toggles Elegant

Run track circuits, Tortoises, twin-coils,
servo motors, and more with a touch!

See our website for
a video introduction

HO, N, O & G Trains, Track, Scenery,
Accessories and Much More!

We have Walthers, Athearn, Spectrum,

Branchline and many others!

Visit us on line for great savings!
www.tandkhobby.com

www.litchfieldStation.com
sales@litchfieldstation.com
623-298-7355

INSTANT TRACTION TIRES

Get a Grip/ JWFRe e

SNOT - ¢ SaND @ € Easy ©
TCHANGE THE Universal
W s SNOT  Plastic

WWW _BULLFROGSNOT.COM

o \
TrainSetsOnly.com

v/ Competitive Pricing #1000’ of Items In-Stock

v/ Quick Shipping - _‘_ 2 o/Great Service
VN, HO, O, and G Scales

Locos o RollingStock o Track e Power e Structures  Scenery

Great Scenery

www.ChoochEnterprises.com

( After You've Looked at the Others...
MUSEUM OUALITY . CUSTOM
LavouT
MopELING
SERVICE

WHAT CAN WE
Buip For You?

www.PROGRESSIVEMODELDESIGN.COM

211 RocBaar Drive, Romeoville, IL 60448
([B15) BB6-8010 FAX: [B15) BBB-3078

Dtz Sheeen blaccs )

120z OLERS  BUSHA

. \ % ULTRA LITE—LIGHT—MEDIUM—HEAVY
1 GEAR—NLGI 2/ PTFE GREASE

NLGI 1 GREASE
PTFE POWDER—BEARING

IRAIL CONDITIONER-202 OEL-MOTC-R CLEAHERS—OILKITS
ASK FOR IT AT YOUR LOCAL HOBBY SHOP
phoenixul@phoenixul.comcastbiz.net
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RailroadBackdrops.com . railroadbooks.biz % .., .
: . has 1,900+ new titles, B.US.INESS&

et Y4 ; B I A, ’ L all at discount! INTERNATIONAL:
S T Y s : i | Domestic shipping FREE over $50.00 +01 (812) 391-2664
The Hobby's Best Bockdrops Pt:nnd Bcuuhiul Full Color % AR e i E-mail for free printable International SEND:
Photographic Backdrops. All Designs Available In All Scales. i o IR ... EEe | PDF list. Service.  $2.00 for paper
Waterproof, Scratch Resistant, Tear Resistant, Washable! s == AT o Book Search. book list.

5 . e — T s chuck@railroadbooks.hiz
Enter Code Mr100 For 20% Discount — a S\ Www.railroadbooks.biz PO Box4, Bloomington, IN, 47402-0004 U.S.A.¢*

Rix Pﬂnluctst%
Pikestuff

Web site; www.rixproducts.com

Specializing in N scale, locomotives, rolling stock,

Send LSASE for new 20 page catalog. scenery, DCC & decoders! We also have HO!
3747 Hogue Rd. Evansville In. 47712 : See us at Greenberg Shows in Edison, NJ.
) Phone (B812)426-1RIX FAX (812)423-3174 =

Model Railroad Structures & Accessaories ———
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[ Roger’s Railroad Junction] | B[  Eost Coost Circuiis
= |nnovating Your Model Railroad Layout
Z-N-HO-HOn3-0n30-027-G

Lighted Circuits For Your Layout

www.rogersrailroadjunction.com Random Lighting Circuit ® Burning Fire Circuit
See Website for Virtual Tour Crossing Signal Curyit
105 S Sacramento St, Lodi, CA 95240 Custom Lighted Vehicles ® HO & O Scale Emergency Vehicles
=\ 209-334-5623 » Toll Free 888-346-9777 7 Eastcoastcircuits.com  Eastcoastcircuits @gmail.com

ALl oo
el.ecmoulcs

Modeler's Marketplace

C ORPORATLIO

Electronic Parts
and Supplies
for Your Project.

www.alleleetronics.

Ron’s Books

The largest railroad book seller with
over 6,000 titles and over 475 DVDs!

Free shipping on orders over $25 in the Bum

U.S. Send $3 for a catalog. .
0.0, Box 714 Layout Design

Harrison, NY 10528 . . ‘ B i
" g14-967-7541 By Lance Mindheim GREAT LOOKING ROCKS...

; ronshooks@aol.com : r |
B www.shelflayouts.com ...in less than a million years!
Online catalog at RUBBER ROCKS
ronshooks.com 301-404-8164 www.cripplebush.net

Shop for books, DVDs,
downloads, gear and

other prnduats‘n!late__

.-'

- FIFER HOBBY SUPPLY e
Your Local Internet N Scale Hobby Shap

WWW.FIFERHOBBY.COM

tn your favorite hobby.

The modeler’s resource for unique and hard to find products.




Classified Advertising

Schedule of Events Rate: $35 per issue (45 word maximum). Ads
will contain the following information about the event: state, city,
sponsoring organization and name of event, meet, auction or show,
dates, location, times, admission fee, name and/or telephone number
and/or email of person to contact for information. Name, daytime
telephone number and street address of the person providing the
information is also required but need not be included in the ad.
Unless otherwise requested, ads will be published in the issue month
that the event occurs in. Additional months are available at the $35
per issue fee. Please specify issue date(s).

Word Ad Rates; per issue: 1 insertion — $2.03 per word,
6 insertions — $1.89 per word, 12 insertions — $1.77 per word.
$30.00 MINIMUM per ad. To receive the discount you must order and
prepay for all ads at one time. Count all initials, single numbers,
groups of numbers (i.e. 4-6-0 or K-27), names, address number,
street number, street name, city, state, zip, phone numbers each as
one word. Example: John A. Jones, 2102 South Post St., Waukesha,
WI 53187 would count as 10 words.

For MR's private records, please furnish: a telephone number and,
when using a P.0. Box in your ad, a street address. Model
Railroader reserves the right to refuse listing.

All Copy: Set in standard 6 point type. First several words only set in
bold face. If possible, ads should be sent typewritten and categorized
to ensure accuracy.

Send your submissions to: Model Railroader — Classifieds
21027 Crossroads Circle, P.0. Box 1612 Waukesha, WI153187-1612
Toll-free (888) 558-1544 Ext. 440 Fax: 1-262-796-0126 E-mail:
onlineclassads@kalmbach.com

All ads must be prepaid and pertain to the subject of model
railroading.

CLOSING DATES: Jan 2019 closes Oct. 22, Feb. closes Nov. 8, March
closes Dec. 17, April closes Jan. 21, May closes Feb. 18, June closes
Mar. 25, July closes Apr. 22, Aug. closes May 17, Sept. closes June 21,
Oct. closes July 22, Nov. closes Aug. 16, Dec. closes Sept. 23.

IN, INDIANAPOLIS: The Indianapolis Model Railroad
Show and Open House. Manual High School Gymnasium,
Saturday, December 8, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission
$5.00, children 12 & under free. Boy Scouts in uniform
free. Free parking. Naptown & White River Model Railroad
Club. Contact: Michael Roderick 317-833-3556, E-mail:
naptownmrr@gmail.com

IN, MICHIGAN CITY: Duneland Model RR Club Train
Show and Swap Meet. IBEW Building, 301 East 8th St.
Sunday, November 18, 2018, 9:30am-2:00pm (Chicago time).
Adults $4.00, youths 6-13 $1.00, 5 and under free. Contact:
Dave Novak at trains86@frontier.com or 219-778-1186.

IN, WARSAW: Warsaw Model Train & Toy Show, Kosciusko
County Fairgrounds, 1400 E. Smith St. December 8, 2018,
11:00am-3:00pm. Admission $3.00, 12 and under free. All
gauges. Tables $15.00, free parking, lunch available. Contact:
Gabe Fitzsimmons, 574-527-8554 or fitzgl01@gmail.com

MA, MARLBOROUGH: Hub Division NER/NMRA. Royal
Plaza Trade Center, 181 Boston Post Road (Rte. 20 West).
Saturday December 1, 2018, 10:00am-5:00pm and Sunday
December 2, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $10.00;
Children under 12 and Scouts in Uniform FREE. Admission
good both days. Information: Mark 508-528-8587; E-mail
TE.info@hubdiv.org; www.hubdiv.org

PA, HORSHAM: 13th Annual Main Street Hatboro Train
Show. Keith Valley Middle School, 227 Meetinghouse Rd.
Saturday, December 1, 2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. $5.00 adults,
under 12 free. 145+ vendor tables in cafeteria and gym.
Contact Al Zollers, azollersO6@verizon.net or Joe Lutz
J040440@verizon.net or www.hatborotrainshow.org

PA, KITTANNING: Train Show, Kittanning Township
Volunteer Firehall, Rt. 422 East of Kittanning. Sunday,
November 25, 2018, 10;00am-4:00pm. Adults $4.00, children
12 & under FREE. David Campbell, 734 Freeport Rd., Butler,
PA 16002, (724) 352-1113

PA, MONACA: Beaver County Model RR Fall Train Show
& Sale. Monaca Turners, 1700 Old Brodhead Road. Sunday,
November 18, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. Adults $5.00,
under 12 free. Sponsored by Beaver County Model RR &
Historical Society. Contact: Walt Steiner 724-843-3783 or
www.bcmrr.railfan.net or beaverctymrr@gmail.com

SC, CHARLESTON: Charleston Area Model Railroad
Club Train Show. Danny Jones Armory Park, 5000
Lackawanna Blvd., North Charleston, SC. November 17-18,
2018. Saturday 9:00am-5:00pm and Sunday 10:00am-
4:00pm. Adults $5.00, Children 12 & under FREE. For table
information contact the club at trainshow@chamrc.com or
www.chamrc.com

MI, ANN ARBOR: Rails On Wheels’ Southeast Michigan
Model Railroad Show & Sale, Washtenaw Farm Council
Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor Saline Rd., 48103. Sunday,
November 25, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission: $4.00;
under 12 free w/adult. Early bird- $10.00 (8:00am-10:00am).
Tables available. railsonwheels.com Contact: Walt Trancygier
734-552-4581 Email: trancywj@gmail.com

MI, EAST LANSING: Lansing Model Railroad Club
Show and Sale. Michigan State University Pavilion. Sunday,
November 11, 2018, 10:00am-4:00pm. Admission $6.00,
under 12 free. Michigan's largest train show: layouts, dem-
onstrations and 500+ tables. Free parking. Flyer, table forms
and map, www.Imrc.org or call Ron St. Laurent 517-256-3588

Schedule of Events

CA, TURLOCK: San Joaquin Valley Toy Train Operators,
Train Show. Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, 900 North
Broadway. December 1-2, 2018. Saturday 10:00am-5:00pm
and Sunday, 10:00am-3:00pm; Adults $7.00, under 12 free
with-paid-adult. Food court. Free parking. Operating lay-
outs and dealer/vendor tables. Information: Vernon Cowan,
714-686-7165, email: f3santafevern@gmail.com.

CO, LOVELAND: Rocky Mountain Train Show, The
Ranch Complex, 5280 Arena Circle, Loveland, CO 80538.
November 24-25, 2018. Saturday, 9:00am-5:00pm and
Sunday, 9:00am-3:00pm. 200+ sales tables, 50+ vendors,
operating layouts, model trains of all scales. - Denver March
2-3, 2019. Visit www.RockyMountainTrainShow.com Phone:
303-364-0274

FL, LARGO: Suncoast Model Railroad Club Train Show/
Open House, December 8, 2018. SHOW- Minnreg Hall, 6340
126th Ave. N., Largo. Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission:
$7.00, Children $2.00 and under 11-free. Free parking.
Food/snacks. OPEN HOUSE- Clubhouse, 12355 62nd
Street N, Unit A. Visit www.suncoastmrrc.com Contact:
irvbatten@yahoo.com

FL, PALM BEACH GARDENS: 10th Annual Toy and
Train Show. Saint Marks School Gymnasium. 3395 Burns
Road, December 8-9, 2018, Saturday, 9:00am-3:00pm and
Sunday 11:00am-3:00pm. Adults $7.00, Family $12.00, under
12 free. Operating layouts, demonstrations, food, door
prizes. Information www.derrickwagnerfoundation.com or
Will Wagner, 561-373-9603, wwainc@comcast.net

MI, HOLLY: Detroit Model Railroad Club, 104 North
Saginaw St. Holly, Michigan starts its open house season in
November for the winter season. Please, visit our web site
at www.dmrrc.org or visit us on FACEBOOK@DMMRC for
times and dates.

MI, MT. CLEMENS: Gratiot Valley Railroad Club Train
Show & Sale. Mt. Clemens High School, 155 Cass Ave.
Zip 48043. November 3-4, 2018, 10:30am-4:00pm. Adults
$6.00, Kids under 12 free. Operating layouts, dealers and
door prizes. For more information: www.gvrr.org.com or
586-468-4877.

MO, JOPLIN: Museum Complex Train Show and Swap
Meet. In Schifferdecker Park, 7th Street & Schifferdecker
between the golf course and pool. Saturday, November
24, 2018, 9:00am-3:00pm. $3.00 adult, under 12 free. Rick
Gardner, 11486 County Lane 214, Oronogo, MO 64855;
417-673-4888 or e-mail rickgardner4449@gmail.com

NY, ALBANY “Great Train Extravaganza” TM. Empire
State Convention Center. December 2, 2018, 10:00am-
4:00pm. $7.00 adults, Children free. Operating layouts,
most scales including LEGO’s for kids/grand-kids, 300+
tables, train sets, parts, accessories, scenery items, books/
video/, DVD's, print, memorabilia. Refreshments available
www.gtealbany.com 518-668-9892, trains@gteablany.com

NY, SYRACUSE: Upstate NY Chapter TCA Train Show.
American Legion Post 787, 5575 Legionnaire Dr., Cicero, NY
13039. Sunday, December 2, 2018, 9:00am TCA members,
9:30am-2:30pm General Public. Adults $5.00, under 17
free with paid adult. Contact: Chuck 716-390-8216, E-mail:
usnyc2015@gmail.com Web Site: www.upstate-ny-tca.com

FL, PINELLAS PARK: Regal Railways Presents a Toy
Train, Collectible and Hobby Christmas Show/Sale. Lopez
Hall, 7177 58th St. North, Saturday, December 1, 2018.
9:00am-2:00pm. Adults $5.00. Vendors, videos & operating
layout. Serving lunch items. Contact Joe: 727-244-1341 or
visit www.regalrailways.com for more information.

OH, COLUMBUS: 64th BUCKEYE MODEL TRAINS &
RAILROAD ARTIFACTS SHOW. Ohio Expo Center (Lausche
Bldg.). 717 E. 17th Ave. Saturday, December 8, 2018.
9:00am-4:00pm. Adults $7.00 under 12 free. Operating lay-
outs. 300+ tables. Miller: 3106 N. Rochester St., Arlington,
VA 22213. 703-536-2954, www.rrshows@aol.com.

FL, TAMPA: TAMPA MODEL TRAIN SHOW. Florida State
Fairgrounds (Special Events Centen. Saturday, December
15, 9:00am-5:00pm and Sunday, December 16, 10:00am-
4:00pm. Adults: $9.00, good for both days, under 12 free.
Large award-winning operating layouts. Miller, 3106 N.
Rochester St., Arlington, VA 22213. 703-536-2954.

FL, WINTER PARK: Orlando Society Of Model Railroads,
7208 Aloma Ave. Sunday, December 9, 2018, 10:00am-
3:00pm. Large HO scale model railroad Open House. Over
8 scale miles of mainline track with detailed scenery and
diverse industries. Free Parking and Admission. Information,
e-mail: rmrcr41@gmail.com or www.osmr.webs.com.

GA, SAVANNAH: Coastal Rail Buffs 30th Annual Model
RR Train-Show. National Guard Armory, 1248 Eisenhower
Drive, Zip: 31406. January 26-27, 2019, Saturday 10:00am-
5:00pm, Sunday 10:00am-4:00pm. Adults 2 day $7.00;
Students/Seniors $5.00, Active Duty Military/under 12
FREE. Dealer tables, operating layouts in O, HO, N. See
www.coastalrailbuffs.org

IL, JOLIET: Will County Model Railroad Club Swap Meet
& Open House. Stone City VFW. 124 Stone City Drive.
Saturday, December 1, 2018, 9:00am-2:00pm. Admission
$4.00 per person, children under 12 free. Dealers Welcome.
Contact: Mike at 708-308-9036 or visit: www.wcmrra.org

OH, DAYTON: 43rd Annual Dayton Train Show, NEW
MONTGOMERY COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, 645 Infirmary
Rd. 45417. Sponsored by: Division 3 Mid Central Region
NMRA, November 3-4, 2018. Saturday 11:00am-5:00pm and
Sunday 11:00am-4:00pm. Admission: $7.00, active-military
$6.00, under 12 free. Information: Rick Lach, PO Box 341233,
Beavercreek, 45434, 937-301-0746.

OH, HIGHLAND HTS: North East Train Society, Highland
Heights Community Center, 5827 Highland Road, Highland
Hts. OH, 44143. Saturday November 10, 2018, 10:00am-
4:00pm. Admission: $5.00, children under 12 free with adult.
440-357-8890, www.northeasttrainsociety.com.

OH, KIRTLAND: Christmas Train and Toy Show. Lakeland
Community College (AFC) Main Gym, 7700 Clocktower
Dr. 1-90 and Rt. 306. December 9, 2018, 10:00am-3:30pm.
Adults $6.00 each. Children (6-12) $3.00, Family $15.00.
440-256-8141, www.christmastrainshow.com

OH, MASSILLON: CJ Trains Winter Massillon Train and
Toy Show. Knights of Columbus Hall, 988 Cherry Road NW,
44647. Sunday, December 9, 2018, 10:00am-3:00pm. $5.00
admission, 12 and under free. $25.00/dealer table, 152 - 8’
dealer tables. Jon Ulbright, PO Box 446, Wooster, OH 44691,
330-262-7488, cathijon@sssnet.com www.cjtrains.com

IN, DANVILLE: Central Indiana Division-NMRA annual
Train Show at Hendricks County 4H Fair Grounds, Saturday
November 17, 2018. 10:00am-3:00pm. Admission $3.00
adults, $5.00 family. Operating Layouts, Vendors, Clinics,
Food. Dealer Tables 8" at $16.00. Info: gtwfan@bluemarble.
net or 812-876-6799. CID website http://cidnmra.org

PA, BETHLEHEM: Lehigh & Keystone Valley Model
Railroad Museum’s Holiday Open House. 705 Linden St.
Bethlehem, PA 18018. Thanksgiving thru January 6, 2019.
Admission: $7.00 adults, under 12 Free. New this year Mauch
Chunk area. See website or Facebook for dates & times.
www.lkvmodelrailroad.com.

SC, LAKE CITY: Ragsdale Building, 245 S. Church Street.
Saturday, January 12, 2019, 9:00am-4:00pm and Sunday
January 13, 2019 11:00am-4:00pm. Admission $5.00, under
10 FREE. Over 200 vendor tables. Lots of G, O, HO, S, N
gauge. Contact Todd at 843-307-8674, sctradeshow.com

TX, HOUSTON: Greater Houston Train Show, Stafford
Centre, Cash/Murphy Rd., Stafford, TX. Saturday, February
16, 2019, 10:00am-4:30pm. Clinics, vendors, layouts, con-
test. $6.00 adults, $1.00 children, $12.00 family. Free park-
ing. Steve.sandifier@sbcglobal.net.

WA, KENT: Boeing Employees Model Railroad Club Annual
Swap Meet, 525 4th Avenue North, Kent Commons.
November 10, 2018, 9:30am-4:00pm. $8.00 admission, under
16 free. Ed Sherry, 550 SW Colewood Lane, Normandy Park,
WA 98166; 206-244-3884; swapmeet@bemrrc.com

WI, LA CROSSE: The 28th Annual Great Tri-State Rail
Sale. La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl Streets. January 26,
2019 9:00am-3:00pm. Admission $5.00, under 12 free.
300 Tables; All-Scales; Model, Toy & Antique Trains &
Memorabilia. Information: 4000 Foundation, PO Box 3411, La
Crosse, WI 54602, 608-781-9383.

WI, MILWAUKEE: Trainfest, 9am to 5pm Nov. 10-11, 2018
at Wisconsin State Fair Park. Exhibitors include operating
layouts, major manufacturers, modeling clinics, and hobby
vendors. Admission information, discount tickets and PRIME
ACCESS tickets available at www.trainfest.com Staged by
NMRA WISE Division. Contact us at info@trainfest.com

WYV, CHARLESTON: Kanawha Valley Model Railroad
Show. Arena Events Center, St. Albans, WV. February 23-24,
2019. Saturday, 10:00am-5:00pm, Sunday, 10:00am-3:00pm.
Admission, $5.00, under 12 free. Free parking. Vendor tables
$25.00. Clinics, operating layouts, new and used equipment
all scales for sale. www.kvailroad.org. Joe: 304-539-6721 or
jhorter@gmail.com

Classifieds

Wanted-N Scale
#1 ESTATE BUYER OF N SCALE COLLECTIONS!

We buy all makes and types - including Brass & European!
Even Nn3! Call us TOLL FREE: 1-866-462-7277. Don
Black 119 Bernhurst Road, New Bern, NC 28560. E-mail:
don@donblack.com

A FAMILY-OWNED COMPANY, Irek’s Toys and Trains,
purchases trains of all types from brass to plastic. We
also offer a competitive consignment option. No collec-
tion too small or large. Estate specialists. A leader in
model train sales. Fast, Easy, Professional and Friendly
service guaranteed. Willing to travel. Call, write, fax or e-mail.
Ask for Chris, 972-675-8697. Fax: 972-767-4785. E-mail:
thetrainguys@gmail.com or write to 120 East FM 544, Suite
72 #328, Murphy, TX 75094.

BUYING N scale train collections, large or small. Call Tom
630-443-9137.

CANADIAN TRAIN COLLECTIONS AND ESTATES:
Buying entire collections anywhere in Canada or the USA.
Brass, plastic, engines, cars, buildings, memorabilia - every-
thing! Call Don 403-585-2772. E-mail: modeltrains@shaw.ca

For Sale-HO Scale

BRASS LOCOMOTIVE FOR SALE: By collector, for-
mer hobby shop owner. Send for free list, Frezza, 9220 SW
Barbur Blvd., Ste 119-196, Portland, OR 97219.

PREOWNEDTRAINS.COM For preowned and used

model trains. Large selection, all scales. World wide shipping.

Wanted-HO Scale
#1 A+ ESTATE BUYER OF ALL TRAIN ESTATES-

Brass Pieces & Collections wants your material. Including
all types of Brass, old trains, kits, plastic, diecast, buildings,
etc.- we buy it all. Buildings and estates included. We seek
better items for personal collections. Call us before you sell
for our offer as we pay the highest prices. Call Don Black toll
free 1-866-462-7277. Don Black, 119 Bernhurst Road, New
Bern, NC 28560. E-mail don@donblack.com
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RETAIL DIRECTORY

Classifieds Cont.

$1,000,000 CASH AVAILABLE- For your collection!
Brass, Plastic, Memorabilia, we buy it all. Call us 352-292-
4116 or mail your list to: BRASSTRAINS.COM, 10515 SE
115th Ave., Ocala, FL 34472. E-mail: dan@brasstrains.com

A FAMILY-OWNED COMPANY, Irek’s Toys and Trains,
purchases trains of all types from brass to plastic. We
also offer a competitive consignment option. No collec-
tion too small or large. Estate specialists. A leader in
model train sales. Fast, Easy, Professional and Friendly
service guaranteed. Willing to travel. Call, write, fax or e-mail.
Ask for Chris, 972-675-8697. Fax: 972-767-4785. E-mail:
thetrainguys@gmail.com or write to 120 East FM 544, Suite
72 #328, Murphy, TX 75094.

BRASS PASSENGER CARS; Craftsman’'s kits; LIRR
brass and plastic. Challenger Broadway Limited; Coach
Yard PRR. Please call Bob 212-874-6569 or e-mail
grandt7@yahoo.com

Wanted-Large Scale

Wanted - Miscellaneous

BUYING G SCALE: and Large Scale Train collection. Call
Tom 630-443-9137.

For Sale - Miscellaneous

B&O, SOUTHERN, N&W HO BRASS: Also, complete
set of Trains magazines from 1941, and MR from 1934.
SASE for 3 page list. Gary Tuttle, PO Box 11, Clinton, NC
28329-0011.

COMMEMORATIVE SESQUICETENNIAL CAR:
40-foot AAR boxcar. Accurail HO scale kit custom-decorated
for the Orrville Railroad Heritage Society commemorat-
ing the Orrville Union Depot Sesquicentennial. $39.95 at
the Depot Gift Shop. Mail order $47.95 (includes ship-
ping to U.S. addresses) Ohio residents add 6.5 percent
sales tax. ORHS-BC, PO Box 11, Orrville, OH 44667.
www.orrvillerailroad.com/news.html

BUYING HO train collections, large or small. Also brass.
Call Tom 630-443-9137.

CANADIAN TRAIN COLLECTIONS AND ESTATES:
Buying entire collections anywhere in Canada or the USA.
Brass, plastic, engines, cars, buildings, memorabilia - every-
thing! Call Don 403-585-2772. E-mail: modeltrains@shaw.ca

KEY IMPORTS HO SCALE: Meadow River Lumber Co.
#6, 3 Truck Heisler. Contact Info: Jeff Myers, 2006 Lincoln
Ave. Whiting, IN 46394-1923, 219-659-2748.

Wanted-0 Scale

WANTED DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE UP:
Overland 855-A and 855-B (Either One) Contact Roy,
amtrk@netzero.net or 213-842-7191.

Wanted-0 Tinplate

BUYING O and Standard gauge collections. Lionel, Flyer
and all others. Call Tom 630-443-9137

EMBROIDERED RAILROAD PATCHES, 1,000
designs. Catalog $5.00. The Patch King, PO Box 145, York
Harbor, ME 03911.

LIONEL OO GAUGE SCALE: Full scale Hudson loco
and tender #0081W. Three rail VG and RUNS. Full oval track,
rare $1,200.00. 775-246-5435.

MARKLIN HO: 250 C-track pieces, 17 turnouts, 9
motors, 7 decoders and one mobile station 60653. 17
European freight and beer cars. Digital NYC loco #37970.
msholko@comcast.net for list photos. Retail value ~ $2700.
50% off to one person buyer.

N SCALE WHEELED TABLE LAYOUT: 36"x 8'4" with
2 controllers, switch panels. Waiting for landscaper! 40 piece
rolling stock and 8 engines. Contact: Edward, 417-733-7009
and leave message.

TREES! Unique Evergreen Trees and Kits. Realistic
and Fun. Save Time & Money. Handcrafted in Oregon.
www.coastmans.com Mr. Rasmussen 360-820-3553.

ALL SLOT CARS WANTED. Any kind, any condi-
tion. Top dollar paid. PAUL at 586-752-3675. E-mail:
slotcarguy@slotcarguy.com

ALL TRAIN COLLECTORS & MODELERS- we
need more trains to supply our ever expanding group of
interested buyers. We buy HO & N Scale Trains - Brass,
Marklin, Rivarossi, Atlas, Kato, MicroTrains, etc. as well as
better trains in all scales. We also purchase store inven-
tories. We also can auction your trains with rates starting
as low as 15%. We travel extensively all over the US and
Canada. Send us your list today or for more information see
www.trainz.com/sell Trainz, 2740 Faith Industrial Dr.,
Buford, GA 30518. 866-285-5840, Scott@trainz.com Fax:
866-935-9504

MODEL AUTOMOBILE AND TRUCK KITS

WANTED- unbuilt or built, any size collection. Fred Sterns,
48 Standish, Buffalo, NY 14216. 716-838-6797. email:
fsterns@aol.com

Custom Painting & Building
CUSTOM BUILDING & PAINTING, kit building,

kit-bashing & scratchbuilding. Locomotives, rolling stock,
structures & more. 12 Penny Lane, Newark, DE 19702,
302-229-6010, www.tmbcustommodels.com

CUSTOM LAYOUT BUILDING & LAYOUT DESIGN.
Specializing in fine scale and prototype based projects.
The Shelf Layouts Company, Inc. www.shelflayouts.com
301-404-8164

KIT ASSEMBLY: Scratch building. valhow4@aol.com

Books and Magazines
MURDER TO SCALE: Mystery set in the world of model

railroading. Great Stocking Stuffer! Available on Amazon.

LEADING MODEL RETAILER

Retail Directory spaces are sold on a year's basis at $654 per year (payable in advance) or at $60 per month
(billed to established accounts for one year minimum); also for six months at $353 (payable in advance). Ads will
be set in standard listing typography. All insertions must be consecutive and may be invoiced if you have credit
established with us. No mention of mail order business permitted. CLOSING DATES are listed in the “Schedule of
Events"” section. For more information call 1-888-558-1544, ext. 440.

CALIFORNIA ¢ Pasadena
Model rail specialists since 1951.
LGB, Lionel, O, S, On3, HO, HONn3, N, Z.
ComBIete stock of brass imports, new & used.
ooks, tools, structures, detail parts.
Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com
THE ORIGINAL WHISTLE STOP INC
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. 626-796-7791

CONNECTICUT e Winsted
A hobby shop for modelers I:Q/ modelers.
From hard to find to latest & greatest.
Free classes & clinics / multi scales,
Large store of quality products @ fair prices.
Friendly service: www.rrhobbysupply.com

RR MODEL & HOBBY SUPPLY
100 Whiting Street 860-379-3383

ALABAMA e Enterprise )

Southern Alabama’s largest train store.
MTH & Lionel authorized dealer. N, HO, HOn3,
O & G scales. Tues - Sat 10am to 4pm
highcountryhobbies@gmail.com
www.highcountryhobbies.com

HIGH COUNTRY HOBBIES
206 South Main St. 334-489-4558

CALIFORNIA ¢ Atascadero
All scales G to Z. Special orders welcome.
Midway LA & SF. US 101-US 41, easy access.
Open Tuesday - Friday 10-6, Saturday 10-5
E-mail Anita at: cctrainsa@hotmail.com
Web site: www.centralcoasttrains.com

CENTRAL COAST TRAINS
7600 El Camino Real # 3 805-466-1391

CALIFORNIA ° Roseville (Sacramento)
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Athearn, Kato, MDC, Lionel, Atlas, LGB,
Marklin, Brass Imports, books, detail parfs.
Everyday low prices. Open 7 days.
www.rrhobbies.com

RAILROAD HOBBIES
119 Vernon St. 916-782-6067

CONNECTICUT ¢ Wolcott
Exclusively brass models. One of the
largest selections in the country. All scales,
Buy, consign, trade - entire collections bought.
Mon - Fri 9 -
www.thecaboose.com

THE CABOOSE
5 Mohawk Drive 203-879-9797

ALASKA ¢ Anchorage )
www.anchoragehouseofhobbies.com
Alaska’s best hobby supplier since 1964.
Two stories, 6,300sf, 1st floor all R/C,
2nd floor general hobbies, plastics, trains,
slof cars, telescopes & more!
ANCHORAGE HOUSE OF HOBBIES
2803 Spenard Rd. 907-277-7778

CALIFORNIA e Bellflower
Friendly Hobby Store! We carry N, HO, HOn3,
S, Sn3. RailMaster, Athearn, Scaletrains.com
and more. DCC: Soundtraxx, LokSound,
Digitrax dealer, Special Orders Welcomed!
www.railmasterhobbies.com
RAILMASTER HOBBIES
9812 Belmont St. 562-867-5627

CALIFORNIA ¢ San Diego ([La Mesa)
Exclusively trains. Craft kits,
detail parts, scratch supglles, books.
ide the trolley to Reed’s.
Open Mon through Sat 10-6; Sun 12-4
reeds@abac.com www.reeds-hobbies.com

REED’S HOBBY SHOP
8039 La Mesa Blvd. 619-464-1672

DELAWARE ¢ Ocean View
. No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used . . . . also Atlas, Bachmann,
MTH. We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel repairs.
Large inventory of used HO trains.
Open Tues - Sat 11-4:30, Closed Sun & Mon

SEASIDE HOBBIES
15 Daisey Ave. 302-539-1601

ARIZONA ¢ Apache Junction

New Store! Arizona’s premier hobby shop.
Full scale, all service hobby shop. Trains,
planes, cars, boats and R/C. Special orders.
Open Mon - Sat

OBIES TRAINS
2114 West Apache Trail #11 480-203-1796

CALIFORNIA ¢ Burbank
All scales G through N, collectibles old & new.
Authorized LGB, Lionel, MTH & Marklin dealer.
One of the most complete train stores in
.~ So. Calif. UPS worldwide shipper.
Visit our website at www.trainshack.com

THE TRAIN SHACK
1030 N. Hollywood Way 800-572-9929

CALIFORNIA » Santa Clara ]
100% trains. Discount prices. Super selection
Monday 9:30am-3:00pm
Tuesday - Saturday 9:30am-6:00pm
Closed Sunday. Dennis Cole E-mail:
dcole4449@att.net.

THE TRAIN SHOP, LLC
1829 Pruneridge Ave. 95050  408-296-1050

FLORIDA ¢ Cape Canaveral

Lionel, American Flyer, MTH
on the internet.
www.traincity.com
www.choochooauctions.com

TRAIN CITY, INC. - CHARLES SIEGEL
387 Imperial Bivd., Ste. 2 321-799-4005

ARIZONA ¢ Avondale
DCC Systems, Decoders, Layout Supplies
Professional Installations G to Z scales
Mon - Fri 8:00-5:00, Sat 8:00-Noon
Online Store: LitchfieldStation.com
E-mail: Sales@LitchfieldStation.com
LITCHFIELD STATION
1412 N. Central Ave., Ste. D 623-298-7355

CALIFORNIA » Concord
Largest selection in the East Bay. 93 foot HO
layout. Buy - sell - trade - consug_;.n - repairs -
detail parts in all scales. Cionel.
Discount prices & friendly service.
Website: www.just-trains.com
JUST TRAINS
5650 Imhoff Dr. 925-685-6566

CALIFORNIA ¢ Westminster (orange Co.)

World Famous
Model/Toy Trains Onl
7,000 sq. ft. Super Center
www.arniestrains.com

ARNIE’S MODEL TRAINS
6452 Industry Way 714-893-1015

FLORIDA ¢ Ft. Myers
2l O scale model railroading.
Paint, tools, scenery, accessories,
& plastic models.

Mon - Sat 10:00am-6:00pm; Closed Sun
www.metrotrainsandhobbies.com
METRO TRAINS & HOBBIES

12951 Metro Parkway 239-332-0422

ARIZONA ¢ Phoenix

Come and see our NEW store!
Wednesday - Saturday 10-5
Shop online at www.aawtrains.com

AN AFFAIR WITH TRAINS
18440 North 7th St., #12 623-434-6778

CALIFORNIA ¢ Costa Mesa

Lionel, AF, LGB, HO, N, & Z Gauge.
New, used., & collectibles.
Buy, sell, trade & repair.

Tue - Fri 12-7, Sat 9-5, Sun 11-3.

THE TRAIN CROSSING
1113 Baker Street, Ste. F 714-549-1596

CALIFORNIA e Yuba City
A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.
www.westerndepot.com

THE WESTERN DEPOT
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 530-673-6776

FLORIDA ¢ Melbourne .
The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Z thru G scales, N scale our specialty!
Dlﬁltl’ax Kato, Lionel & Walthers Dealer.
Aflas, IM, BWL, Piko, LGB & Rokuhan.
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm Email: trftrains@cfl.rr.com

TRF TRAINS & MNT HOBBIES
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd., #12 321-241-4997

ARIZONA ¢ Phoenix
Narrow gauge almost exclusively.
On3-Sn3 - HON3 - On30.
Kits, parts, brass & books.
Mon-Fri 8-12, 1-5, Sat 8-12.

CORONADO SCALE MODELS
1544 E. Cypress St. 602-254-9656

CALIFORNIA ¢ Hemet

We carry Lionel, MTH, HO, N, Atlas, Walthers,
Ross switches, Gargraves & Peco.
45’ long in-store layout. Open 7 days.
www.dynamichobbies.net

DYNAMIC HOBBIES
811 East Florida Avenue 951-925-9331

COLORADO e Denver (Lakewood)
Caboose, sharing our passion for trains
since 1938. North America’s largest full-

service train store, and your go-to source for
everything model railroading. Open Daily or at
MyCaboose.com

CABOOSE
10800 W Alameda Avenue 303-777-6766

FLORIDA ¢ Miami
Shop “Warehouse Style” for N to G.

MTH, Lionel, Kato, LGB, Broadway Ltd., Atlas,
Walthers at discount prices, Open Mon - Sat
10am-5pm Nov - Jan open Sunday 10am-1pm
Email us at rtrtrains@aol.com

READY TO ROLL
831 NW 143rd Street 305-688-8868

ARIZONA ¢ Tempe ,
Family owned, full service. Special orders
welcomed. Athearn, Lionel, Bachmann, Digitrax
& Soundtraxx dealer. Plastic models, books,
magazines, paints, building materials, scenery,
& more. Free classes and clinics.

HOBBY DEPOT
216 W. Southern Ave. 480-968-1880

CALIFORNIA ¢ Hollister )
Model planes, car, ships & figures. Model train
scales: Z, N, HO, O & G. Paints, tools. R/C &
parts, incl. service. Craft & educational kits,
supplies, products. ESU Lok Sound Dealer -
clinics available. Tue - Sat 11-6; Sun 12-4

B.C.T. HOBBY & CRAFTS
201-C McCray St. 831-635-0537

CONNECTICUT ¢ Cos Cob

HO, N, Lionel. Lionel authorized dealer
& repair. Plastic, wood kits, rockets,
tools, structural & diorama supplies.

Special orders welcome.

ANN’S HOBBY CENTER
405 E. Putnam Avenue 203-869-0969

FLORIDA ¢ Ocala

HO, N trains & accessories
Visa, MC, AX, Discover
Open Mon - Fri 10-5:30, Sat 9-4
Call for Sunday hours.

ROB’S HOBBY WORLD
8585 SW Hwy. 200 352-854-2799

ARKANSAS e« Jacksonville

Headquarters for scale hobbies. Models;
N-HO-O trains; tools; paint, etc.
Discounts & special orders.

Open 10-6, closed Sundays and Wednesdays

RAIL & SPRUE HOBBIES
1200 John Harden Dr. 501-982-6836

CALIFORNIA e Lodi
Z-N - HO - HOn3 - 027 - On30
Locos - Rolling Stock - Digital - Structures
Landscaping Material & more.
www.Rogersrailroadjunction.com
See website for virtual tour.

ROGER’S RAILROAD JUNCTION
105 S. Sacramento St. 209-334-5623

CONNECTICUT e Manchester
_All scales Z, N, HO, O, O-27, G, #1, MTH,
Lionel, Marklin, LGB, Walthers, Aristo, Trix,etc.
Dl&ltal Sales-Install. Large operating layouts.
on-Wed 10-6 Th-Fri 10-9 Sat-Sun 10-6
www.timemachinehobby.com
TIME MACHINE HOBBY - NEW ENGLAND HOBBY SUPPLY
71 Hilliard St.  860-646-0610/Fax-645-0504

FLORIDA ¢ Pensacola
Competitive prices, friendly service.
All makes & models, trains & accessories.
Thur-Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm.
www.trainsbyjohnson.com
Old Palafox St."at 10 Mile Rd.

TRAINS BY JOHNSON
10412 N. Palafox Hwy. 850-478-8584
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FLORIDA e Port Charlotte
Full line hobby shop specializing in trains.
Large selection of Athearn. Also large selection
of model kits, paints, diecast, R/C’S and more.
We buy trains. Open Mon - Sat
Email: kandktrainslic@gmail.com

K & K TRAINS
941-883-6931

INDIANA ¢ Bremen

Small town, Large shop, O, HO & N scales.
Discounts. Operating HO & N layouts.
Large selection- since 1967.

Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 10-6; Sat 10-4.

BREMEN HOBBIES
308 N. Bowen Ave., SR 331 574-546-3807

MONTANA e Billings
Model railroading headquarters for the
Northern Rockies. HO, HOn3 & N scale. Kits
arts, tools, books. Tues-Fri 10-5:30; Sat 10-3.
losed Sun & Mon. trains28@jimsjunction.com
www.jimsjunction.com
JIM’S JUNCTION
811-B 16th St. West 406-259-5354

NORTH CAROLINA e Spencer .
Across from NC Trans Museum. Big selection
of trains in all scales, Digitrax Dealer, RR
videos/books & children’s toys Tue-Sat:
10-5:30. www.littlechoochooshop.com
or info@littlechoochooshop.com

LITTLE CHOO CHOO SHOP, INC.
500 S. Salisbury Av. 704-637-8717/800-334-2466

3835 Tamiami Trail

FLORIDA e Port Oran%e (Daytona Beach)

Your Southern Connection Tor Quality Products!
Featuring O, HO, N, Woodland Scenics. MTH
MegaStation & National Service Center. Breyer

Horses. Mon - Fri 9:30-5;
Sat 9:30-4. www.roundhousesouth.com

INDIANA e Indianapolis
“An old fashion train shop.” HO, N, 027.
Brass, books, magazines, detail parts, paints &
accessories. West of
Shadeland Ave. on E. Washington St..
Mon-Sat 10:30-6. www.waynestrains.biz

NEBRASKA e Deshler
Lar%est HO/N scale inventory from Denver
o Chicago. Stop in and say WOW!
All major brands plus books, videos
tools & scenery. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9-3.
www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

OHIO e Alliance
HO & N scale trains. Athearn, Walthers,

& Kadee. Accessories, detail parts, scratch-
building supplies. Digitrax, TCS, & SoundTraxx
dealer. Tue, Thu, Fri: 12-8pm, Sat: 10-3pm.
www.robstrains.com

ROUNDHOUSE SOUTH TRAIN CENTRAL SPRING CREEK MODEL TRAINS, LLC . _ROB’S TRAINS
4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. 386-304-7003 6742 E. Washington (U.S. 40) 317-375-0832 304 E. Bryson Ave. 402-365-7628 333 E. Main St. 330-823-7222
FIE%IB{IDAﬂ-S'I;]ampa Bela_y - I?gllt\aﬂlﬁlsDPalrk IOWA e Urband’\?lﬁ NEBRASKA ¢ Omaha OHIO » CquIrEnblus_ v trai
S(q. Tt owroom. Lione ealer : : Xclusive rains.
NEW, USED, BUY/SELL * All Gauges 2 thiu G Lionel, MTH, Atlas Trains & supplies for all scales Z-G. We are LGB, Lionel, O, HO, N scales.
Over 6,000 Parts. Repair Servicges. Trains, Exit #129 1-80/1-35, 2 miles south C ready & installation service available. Books, Thomas, videos.

Track, Sets, Scenic Supplies. Tues - Sat 10-6
www.zitniktrains.com
ZITNIK TRAINS
5193 73rd Ave. N. 727-201-9668

lowa’s premier Model Railroad store
Open 7 days a week.
HOBBY HAVEN
2575 86th Street 515-276-8785

Service work, repairs, technical sugpqrt. Family
owned since 1936. www.houseoftrains.com

HOUSE OF TRAINS
8106 Maple St. 402-934-RAIL (7245)

Mon - Thur 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
www.trainstationohio.com
THE TRAIN STATION

4430 Indianola Ave. 614-262-9056

FLORIDA e Tampa/St. Pete/Clearwater/PP

New Owners!! Hu?e inventory! Running
Layouts! Same great store! Comme check out
our model railroader’s paradise. Daily 10-6, Sat
10-6, Sun 11-5 www.hrtrains.com

H & R TRAINS

6901 US Hwy. 19 N, Pinellas Park 727-526-4682

KANSAS e Overland Park (KC Area)
.HO, N, Z & G Scale
Lionel, MTH, A/F, Marklin, LGB & more!
New, Used & Vintage. Extensive scenery line.
Repair, custom work & layouts.
www.fredstrainshop.com
FRED’S TRAIN SHOP
9322 W. 87th St. 913-383-3500

NEVADA ¢ Las Vegas

While in Las Vegas, |
check out our train selection.
Close to the_ Las Vegas strip.
Hours: Mon - Fri 10-7, Sat 10-6, Sun Noon-5.

HOBBYTOWN USA
4590 W. Sahara Ave., #103 702-889-9554

OREGON ¢ Beaverton

Complete full line hobby shOéJ.
Z, N, HO, O, Lionel, and LGB.
Open Mon - Fri 10-8, Saf 10-5, Sun 12-5.

TAMMIES HOBBIES
12024 SW Canyon Rd. 503-644-4535

GEORGIA e Atlanta (Lilburn)
HO, Atlas, Bachmann, MTH
.Com8Iete scener stg)plles.
Operating HO layout and 400 sq. ft. layout.
HUGE selection in a 11,000 sqg. ft. store.
www.legacystation.com 800-964-8724

LEGACY STATION TRAINS
4153 Lawrenceville Hwy., #12 770-339-7780

MAINE e Yarmouth ]
Spec_lal_lzm%ln HO trains. Custom weathering,
painting, DCC, scenery, diorama building,
structure building. Between Falmouth and
FreeRort on Route 1. Tues - Sat 10am-6pm
(Call ahead Mon) www.mainemodelworks.com

MAINE MODELWORKS
374 US Route One, Unit 2 207-781-8300

NEVADA ¢ Las Vegas
Electric trains & accessories

Lionel/American Flyer Dealer

TRAIN EXCHANGE
6008 Boulder Hwy. 702-456-8766

OREGON e Portland

HO, N, Z, Lionel, DCC, brass
Reservation discounts, new, used,
Consignments, 16 minutes from Airport
www.hobbysmith.com

THE HOBBY SMITH
1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd. 503-284-1912

GEORGIA ¢ Buford (Atlanta)
Quality, Selection & Service.
Discount pricing in all scales.
Mon - Sat 11-6, Sun 1-6
Across from NS Mainline in Downtown Buford
Web store at: www.trainmastermodels.com

TRAINMASTER MODELS
601 East Main St. 678-546-3600

MAINE e York

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales available.
Accessories & services. New, pre-owned &
vintage. Working layout! Open 7 days 10-5

www.yorkvillagemarketplace.com

YORK VILLAGE MARKETPLACE
891 U.S. Route 1 207-363-4830

NEVADA ¢ Las Vegas

Big selection of HO, N and Lionel O Gauge
trains. Only 7 miles west of the Las Vegas strip.
www.westsidetrainslv.com

WESTSIDE TRAINS
2960 S. Durango #117 702-254-9475

OREGON e Portland .
Your complete model railroad store.
~Gauges Z throu%h G.
Mon - Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday
WWW.WSOor.com

WHISTLE STOP TRAINS
11724 SE Division St. 503-761-1822

GEORGIA « Commerce
Bargains Galore!

Located 1/2 mile off 1-85 exit 149.
Featuring O & HO Trains, Die-Cast, Toys, &
More, One of 13 Lindy’s Stores in SE USA.

Open 10-5 www.lindystrains.com

LINDY’S TRAINS/RED HOUND ANTIQUE MALL
277 Pottery Factory Dr 706-335-3353

MARYLAND - Annalpolls
If we don’t have it, we’ll get it! LGB, Woodland
Scenics, Walthers Dealer, Pola, Lionel,
Bachmann
~ Spectrum, Mon - Sat 10-6.
Full line Kalmbach! trains_things@yahoo.com

STAR HOBBY
1564 Whitehall Rd. 410-349-4290/4291

NEW JERSEY ¢ BELLMAWR
A complete Train Store. Repairs &
Decoders Installed, N, HO, S, O. DCC
Specialists Authorized Dealer. Digitrax
ESU-Loksound, NCE Soundtraxx, TCS.
www.yankeedabbler.com
YANKEE DABBLER INC
101 W KINGS HWY, 08031 856-312-8084

PENNSYLVANIA e Blue Ridge Summit
The Exclusive model railroad store.
From N to G, we stock it all.
OPEN 7 days a week.
Only minutes from Frederick, MD.
www.mainlinehobby.com

MAINLINE HOBBY SUPPLY
15066 Buchanan Trail E. 717-794-2860

ILLINOIS e Des Plaines
N, HO, S, O, G Std, & Narrow gauge too.
Lots of scratchbuilding parts and stuff too.
Brass, books & DVDs. Close to O’Hare.

M, T W, F 10-6; Th 10-8; Sat 9:30-5; Sun 11-5
Web ‘Store: www.desplaineshobbies.com
DES PLAINES HOBBIES
1524 Lee St. (Mannheim Rd.) 847-297-2118

MARYLAND e Baltimore/Cockeysville
Model RR headquarters since 1913.
Huge selection HO & N Trains & accessories;
Lionel & MTH O Gauge. All at discount prices.
Mon - Fri 9:30-5; Sat 9-5.
www.modeltrainstuff.com

M.B. KLEIN
243 Cockeysville Rd., Ste. A 410-229-9995

NEW JERSEY e Kenvil

Full service hobbies, a full line of

, N, 3-Rail, military, cars, boats,
planes, dollhouses, scratchbuilding
supplies, plus details-details-details!

KENVIL HOBBIES
590 Rt. 46 973-584-1188

PENNSYLVANIA e Bristol
We carry most major brands and accessories
for N - G gauge. - BUY - REPAIR
Hours change seasonally so please call
or see website.  www.trainpops.com
trainpopsattic@gmail.com

TRAINPOPS ATTIC
400 Mill St. 215-788-2014

ILLINOIS ¢ Downers Grove

HO and N Scale Model Trains and Accessories
Two Blocks South of Metra Station
_ at Maple Ave.
www.timberlinetrainshop.com

TIMBERLINE TRAIN SHOP, LTD.

MASSACHUSETTS ¢ Ashburnham
Specializing in New E\R/gland road names,HO/N
cale. Micro-Trains, Walthers, Horizon.Special
orders discounted. Tu & Th 10-4, Wed &
Fri 11-6, Sat 10-6 www.halfpricehobby.com
service@nhalfpricehobby.com

SHEPAUG RAILROAD COMPANY

NEW JERSEY ¢ Mountain Lakes
Direct dealer for LIONEL and MTH. The
largest train store in Northern NJ since 1974!
4s owroomSé)Ius_Operatlng Layout. WE BUY
OLD TRAINS ~Lionel Service Station #556
www.TRAIN-STATION.COM

THE TRAIN STATION

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Broomall
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, Atlas & MTH
HO, N, ON30, Standard. O & S gauges
bought, sold & traded. Auth. service station.
Mon, Wed, Fri 10-9, Tue & Thu 10-7, Sat 10-5
www.nstrains.com

NICHOLAS SMITH TRAINS

5228 Main St 630-324-6136 | 23 Westminster St. 978-537-2277 | 12 Romaine Road 973-263-1979 | 2343 West Chester Pike 610-353-8585
ILLINOIS e Elgin I\(,aIIEEIBIG&ﬁ"gO.SI):Ig‘%L' | & MTH), On30, HO NEW JERSEY e Piscataway PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Hatbora
HO & N Scale :20,9), & (one i), Dnes 1Y, Serving hobbyists since 1933. Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, MTH, Marklin,
Scratch building supplies, paints, tools and Kits 88(53.nléoc%su,calrisésfl%tért%s“,sbgl(l)cci)llr(lg% \t/rigcelé,s Large Selection of HO, N. & O scale Bachmann, Williarr¥s. HO, N & Z."We buy,
much more. We special order. Digitrax dealer. iqitrax ealgrp Repair service. VISA/MC. Railroad books - complete repair service sell & repair. Mon-Fri 12-8; Sat 10-5
www.bgtrainworld.com 9 Mon-Fri 10-8. Sat 10-6. Sun 12-5 www.themodelrailroadshop.com www.JoesTrainStation.com
B & G TRAIN WORLD 'RIDERS HOBBY SHOP THE MODEL RAILROAD SHOP, INC. JOE’S TRAIN STATION
829 Walnut Ave. 847-888-2646 | 2061 S Linden Rd 810-720-2500 | 290 Vail Ave. 732°968-5696 | 283 E. County Line Rd. 215-322-5182

ILLINOIS ¢ Geneseo .
Scale Trains, Models & Hobby Supplies
_ Specializing in Midwest Roads
Visit our website at GRHobbies.com

or call for directions and hours.

GREEN RIVER HOBBIES
119 W. Exchange St. 309-944-2620

MICHIGAN e Fraser

Full line hobby shop.
Open Mon - Fri 10 -8, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
www.pdhobbyshop.com

P & D HOBBY SHOP
31280 Groesbeck Hwy. 586-296-6116

NEW JERSEY e Point Pleasant Beach
A Complete Model Railroad Store  Over 600
Engines in Stock Ne HO ¢ O DCC/DCS/TMCC
Authorized MTH & LIONEL Dealer. Walthers e
Atlas e Atlas O. Open Daily 10-6.
www.thetrainroomnj.com

THE TRAIN ROOM
715 Arnold Ave. 732-892-5145

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Jeannette
Trains exclusively. Lionel, MTH, HO & N.
Supplies and accessories at discount prices.
(%?en da_||1y 9:30-5, Mon & Fri 9:30-7, Sat 9-4.
losed Tue. Expanded hours Nov. and Dec.
www.needztrains.com

NIEDZALKOSKI’'S TRAIN SHOP
214 South 4th Street 724-523-8035

ILLINOIS ¢ Marion

Full-Line Hobby Shop.
HO & N scale locomotives, scenery,
plastic. models, R/C, tools, paints, and more.
Open Tue - Fri 1:30-6:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm

CHUCK’S DEPOT
1913 W. Rendelman St. P/F 618-993-9179

MICHIGAN e Grand Rapids
LGB, O (Lionel, MTH & Scale), HO, N & Z
Locos, cars, figlres, buildings, track, tools,
kits, scenery supplies, details, books, videos.
Digitrax Dealer. Repair service VISA/MC
Open Mon - Fri 10-8, Sat 10-7, Sun 12-5
RIDER’S HOBBY SHOP
2055 28th Street SE 616-247-9933

NEW JERSEY ¢ Westmont

Athearn, Atlas, Bowser, Walthers.
Structures, books.
Exclusively trains since 1955.
HO and N.

SATTLER’S HOBBY SHOP
14 Haddon Ave. 856-854-7136

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Landisville (Lancaster)
Model Trains New & Used
Supplies, Paint, Tools )
Rockets, Slot Cars, Lionel/MTH Trains
Tue, Thur & Fri 10-5, Wed & Sat 10-2.
We buy train collections large & small.

COOLTRAINS HOBBIES
106 W. Main Street 717-898-7119

ILLINOIS ¢ Maryville
Large 60’ x 70" customer operated DCC
HO layout. Located 17 miles from St. Louis
near I-70/1-55 exit 15B. For shop hours/maps
pictures, layout construction times, train
running see www.k-10smodeltrains.com
. K-10’S MODEL TRAINS
19 Schiber Court 618-288-9720

MICHIGAN e Traverse City

Let your imagination run wild!
Z to G, Lionel, scenery, tools,
structures, scratchbuilding supphes,
special orders, ships, armor, cars, more...

TRAINS & THINGS HOBBIES
210 East Front St. 231-947-1353

NEW YORK e Hurley
Trains- Z, N, HO, S, O, G scale, models,
rockets, hobby supplies. Lionel & MTH’
authorized dealer. 4 working Ia?/outs. Repairs,
buy/sell. Open 7 days. An old fashioned
general store. www.hurleycountrystore.biz

HURLEY COUNTRY STORE INC
2 Wamsley PI. (Old Hurley) 845-338-4843

PENNSYLVANIA ¢ Montoursville
Mon - Fri 9-5:30 Satt Q-aexcept May thru
e h

Extended weekday & Sun hours in Nov. & Dec.
E-mail: englishsmodel@gmail.com
www.englishsmodelrailroad.com
ENGLISH’S MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLY
201 Streibeigh Lane 570-368-2516

ILLINOIS ¢ Mundelein
Specializing in trains, HO, N, O, G, Lionel.
Books and videos. Northern IL railfan
headquarters. Closed Monday. Please call for
other hours. Fax 847-949-8687.
ronhobby@aol.com

RON’S MUNDELEIN HOBBIES
431 N. Lake St. (Rt. 45) 847-949-8680

MICHIGAN e Troy
FORMERLY MERRI-SEVEN ¢ NEW LOCATION
All scales Z thru G, new and used
Complete selection of R eqFl{.upment/supplles
BUY e SELL e REPAIR ¢ PARTS
Tues - Fri 11-7, Sat. 11-6
EMPIRE TRAINS & HOBBIES
3278 Rochester Rd. 248-680-6500

NEW YORK ¢ Wellsville
HO, N & O Accurail, Bowser, Atlas, Walthers,
Williams & Kadee. Scenery & modeling
supplies. Plastructs, magazines & building kits.
Old local lines like WAG, Erie & EL.
Tues. - Fri. 12-5, Sat. 10-3

EAST DYKE DEPOT
332 E. Dyke St.(Rt. 417E) 585-593-0005

PENNSYLVANIA e Strasburg
From trains to diecast to scenery, everything
for the layout builder. Open 7 days a week.
, HO, O, Lionel, LGB. Buy, sell, trade used
trains. Located adjacent to the
Choo Choo Barn. www.etrainshop.com

STRASBURG TRAIN SHOP
226 Gap Road 717-687-0464

ILLINOIS ¢ Springfield

) HO /G /N. )
‘Special orders / discount prices.
Display layouts / clinics / assistance.
Call for hours.

CASTLE TRAINS & TREASURES
4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. 217-793-0407

MICHIGAN ¢ Wyoming

HO, N and Marx bought and sold
American Flyer and Lionel also
Tuesday thru Friday 12-6, Saturday 10-5
Other hours available by appt. Please call.

HOBBY RECYCLING
2313 Lee St. SW 616-257-7155

NORTH CAROLINA ¢ Arden
, N, Model Trains and accessories.
Broadway Limited, Kato, Walthers,
Digitrax, Atlas, Athearn, and more.
Mon - Fri 9:00am-5:00pm_ Order by phone 24
hours. www.factorydirecttrains.com

FACTORY DIRECT TRAINS
7 Glenn Bridge Rd., Ste. B 800-990-3381

RHODE ISLAND * Warwick ,

O trains & acces., detail parts, plastic &
craftsperson kits. Hobby supplies, tools.
Tue - Fri 12-6, Sat 10-5 Sun (Nov - Dec) 12-4
1/2 mile west of airport
E-mail: aahobbies@gmail.com

A. A. HOBBIES, INC.
655 Jefferson Blvd. 401-737-7111
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RETAIL DIRECTORY

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ Greenville
Model Trains Only - ALL AT DISCOUNT
PRICES! 130,000+ items in all scales available
online 24/7 at: www.BlueRidgeHobbies.com
Retail Store features
Tu-W-Th-F 10am - 2pm. Sat. 9am - 12p.

BLUE RIDGE HOBBIES
2327 N. Pleasantburg Dr., Ste. H 800-988-2125

TEXAS ¢ San Antonio )
Model__ral_lroadlrp_? our sgemalty.
Mérklin, G, HO, N, O, Z.
Superdetailing parts galore.
Books, structures, figures and tools.
Tuesday - Saturday 10am-6pm
DIBBLE’S HOBBIES
1029 Donaldson Ave. 210-735-7721

WISCONSIN ¢ Bay View (Milwaukee)

Specializing in HO, N, Books, DVD’s, DCC.
Special Orders Welcome. Discount Prices.
Tue-Wed 11-5, Thur 11-6, Fri 11-5, Sat 9:30-3
www.southsidetrains.com

SOUTH SIDE TRAINS
3979 S. Howell Ave. 414-482-1566

CANADA-ON e Fergus
Model Trains for Beginners to the Experts.
BW Sell, Trade, Repair.
0, /027, S, G.
Come See Our Trains.
www.2bintrains.on.ca

2B IN TRAINS
6168 Road 29 519-787-3280

SOUTH CAROLINA ¢ West Columbia

All scales, all major brands of
model railroad equipment.
We buy & sell used Lionel trains.
Open daily 10-6. Closed Sun.

NEW BROOKLAND RR & HOBBY SHOP
405 State Street 803-791-3958

UTAH ¢ Orem

Where it’s always cheaper than th.erapx. Trains
_all scales, LGB, Broadway Limited, Atlas,
Lionel, Micro-Trains, Athearn. Just north of the
other Arby’s by Maceys.

HOBBY STOP, LC
934 N State St #101 801-226-7947

WISCONSIN ¢ Green Bay

Exclusively trains, specializing in DCC, N,

, & HO. DCC installation and award winning
custom |Qalntln and building available.
WWW.ENGINEHOUSESERVICES.COM

ENGINEHOUSE SERVICES, LLC
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H 920-490-4839

CANADA-ON ¢ London
Complete Canadian trains & more N, HO, G,
Athearn, Hornby, Peco, Walthers. Special
orders, plastics, parts, supplies, books, DVD’s.
Mon - Fri 10-6, Sat 9-5. sales@rrhobby.ca
www.rrhobby.ca

BROUGHDALE HOBBY
1444 Glenora Drive 519-434-0600

TENNESSEE ¢ Knoxville ,
Located in Knoxville’s premier shopping
destination. We are the area’s most diverse
hobby store with a large selection of HO, N,
and Q. Open 7 days a week.
Turkey Creek Area.

HOBBYTOWN USA
11145 Turkey Dr. 865-675-1975

VERMONT e Rutland

Exclusively Model Railroading. Most major
lines. Brass, custom painted models.
Competitive prices. Personal service.
Open by appt. Eves 6-10, Sat 10-10.

THE STEAM SHACK
14 Engrem Avenue 802-775-2736

WISCONSIN ¢ Milwaukee

Exclusively Model Railroading since 1932.
One-sto shog?mg from Z to G.
800-487-2467 walthers.com

WALTHERS SHOWROOM
5619 W. Florist Avenue 414-461-1050

CANADA-ON e Mississauga
6,000 sq. ft, All Trains!
Premier Selection & Service!
) In store clinics and layouts!
Railfan Headquarters! Quick special orders!
WWW.CVrco.com

CREDIT VALLEY RAILWAY COMPANY, LTD
2900 Argentia Rd. Unit #24 1-800-464-1730

TENNESSEE ¢ Nashville
HO, O, N, & G scale. Special orders plus plastic
kits, rockets, games, & more. |-65, Exit 74 E or |-24,
Exit 59 W. Near Old Hickory Blvd. & Nolensville
Rd. Mon-Tues-Wed 10-6; Thur 10-9; Fri-Sat 10-6,
www.hudsonhobbies.com

HUDSON CLASSIC HOBBIES
15119 Old Hickory Blvd. 615-833-8337

VIRGINIA ¢ Ashland (Richmond)

On CSX tracks, Open 7 Da¥s. All Gau%;es, Spec
Orders & Repairs. 1-95, exit 92, west 1.2 miles.

TINY TIM’S TRAINS & TOYS
104 S. Railroad Ave. 804-368-0063

WISCONSIN ¢ Monroe
N & HO scale trains & accessories, plastic kits.
Books, videos & tools. Summer hours:

Tues - Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4, Sun 12-4 Winters only.

Always closed on Monday!
Call ahead to be sure we’re open!
THE HOBBY DEPOT
835 17th St. 608-325-5107

CANADA-ON ¢ Mount Forest
45 Min North of Guelph. Fax# 519-323-3809.
Authorized Lionel value added dealer. One
of Canada’s largest Lionel retailers. Full line
HO & N dealer. Closed Mon. Open Sun. 11-3.
www.tctrainscanada.com

THE TRAIN CELLAR
130 Main Street North 519-323-3935

TEXAS e Athens
Specializing in HO, HOn3 & Brass
Blackstonee Tsunami ¢ InterMountain ¢ Kadee Digitrax
Dealer ® Walthers ® Coach Yard Decoder installs &
custom painting.
jack@harrishobbies.com www.harrishobbies.com

HARRIS HOBBIES
9323 County Rd 1127 903-489-2646

VIRGINIA * Roanoke

Lionel, LGB, G, AF, HO, N & MTH
uy, sell, trade, repair.
Mon-Fri 10-6; Sat 10-5

Two minutes off Exit 146 on I-81.

RAIL YARD HOBBY SHOP
7547 Williamson Rd. 540-362-1714

WISCONSIN ¢ Waukesha (Pewaukee
Marklin e Lionel e MTH e AF ¢ LGB ¢ Z to
 buildings ¢ scenery e detail parts ® books
e scratchbuilding supplies e special orders e
NMRA discounts e Mon - Fri 11-8 ¢ Sat 10-5

Sun 12-5. www.hiawathahobbies.com

JETCO’S HIAWATHA HOBBIES
2026 Silvernail Rd. 262-544-4131

CANADA-ON e Ottawa (Vanier)

One of Canada’s leading model shops.
Com'_pl_ete selection of HO & N gauge.
riendly knowledgeable staff.
Free Parking. On parle Francais.

HOBBY HOUSE, LTD.
80 Montreal Road 613-749-5245

TEXAS e Corpus Christi/Portland
HO, N, O and G scale. New and used trains.
Radio control planes, boats and cars.
Plastic kits, rockets - all at discount prices.
Thur & Fri 3pm-6pm, Sat noon-6pm,

Sun 2-5pm and also by appointment.
JIM’S HOBBIES
207 7th St. (Portland) 361-229-0229

VIRGINIA/MARYLAND e Chantllly, VA
Full service storefront & online store. All makes
& scales. New/used trains sales, service, repair
& upgrades. Retail Store - www.traindepot.biz

Authorized Lionel Service Station & Digitrax
dealer. Online Sales Visit www.JTTrains.com

TRAIN DEPOT
13944 Willard Rd., Suite | 703-953-3767

GERMANY e Kaarst

Europe’s best known address for US Railroads.

We carry N, HO & G scale for all road names,
Atlas to Walthers.
Mon - Fri 10-6:30, Sat 10-2
Overseas orders with VS & MC
ALL AMERICAN TRAINS
www.aat-net.de E-mail: info@aat-net.de

CANADA-ON e Paris

Full line hobby shop. Large stock N, HO.
Special orders weekly, all scales.
All accessories, scenery and supplies.
www.parisjunctionhobbies.com

PARIS JUNCTION HOBBIES
300 Grand River St. N. 519-442-5800

TEXAS e Dallas ; .
Official Lionel Layout Builder Since 2001
Tramgilneer shop/showroom includes;
Custom Layouts, Modulars, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits...come see...there’s always
something new!!! www.TrainWorxStore.com

TW_TRAINWORX
2808 McGowan St. 877-881-4997

WASHINGTON e Burien (Seattle)

Close to SEA-TAC airport - short drive from
downtown Seattle. New & vintage electric
trains in all scales. Tues - Sat 11-6
www.electrictrainshop.com

THE ELECTRIC TRAIN SHOP
625 SW 152nd St. 206-244-7077

CANADA-BC ¢ Savona
Model trains in G, O, S, HO, N, Z. Old toy
trains, railway antiques, art, books, DVDS,
souvenirs and Thomas too. Canadian road
names a spemalt& 20 min. west of Kamloops.
www.kellyskaboose.ca

KELLY’S KABOOSE, THE RAILWAY STORE
6648 Savona Access Rd. 250-377-8510

CANADA-ON e Toronto (Markham)
North American Train Specci‘agsct(s: since 1962

Railfanning beside CNR Mainline
Closed Mondays www.georgestrains.com

GEORGE’S TRAINS LTD.
550 Alden Rd., Unit 101 905-470-6200

TEXAS ¢ Dallas (Addison)

Great discounts on thousands of G to Z scale
items. NCE & Digitrax dealer.
Monday - Saturday 10-6

DISCOUNT MODEL TRAINS
4641 Ratliff Lane 972-931-8135

WASHINGTON e Kirkland
Lionel, American Flyer, LGB, HO, N.
. Buy, sell, and repair.

Supplying all your railroading needs.
Open Mon-Sat.
www.eastsidetrains.com
EASTSIDE TRAINS, INC.

217 Central Way 425-828-4098

CANADA-BC ¢ Summerland .

. Specializing in European Model Trains,
Marklin, Trix, Roco, LGB, Brawa, Fleischmann
& many more. Huge selection of trains,
kits, & access. HO-N-Z-1-O-G Scales.
www.EuroRailHobbies.com

EURO RAIL HOBBIES & MORE INC
9901 Main St. 866-799-6098

CANADA-ON ¢ Windsor
Model Railroading since 1970.
Operational in-store layout.
HO & N trains, bits & pieces.
"Simplified Wiring & Trackwork”
by Fred Stainer.
WINDSOR HOBBIES LTD.
3895 Tecumseh Rd. East 519-945-5471

TEXAS ¢ Houston ]
HO & N, Lionel trains._
Complete line of plastic kits, military and
architecture supplies.
Open Mon - Fri 11am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm
www.gandgmodelshop.com

G & G MODEL SHOP
2029 Southwest Fwy 713-529-7752

WASHINGTON e Spokane

100% trains.
Open Monday-Friday 10am - 6pm.
Always open Saturday 10 - 5.
Closed Sunday & holidays.

SUNSET JUNCTION MODEL TRAINS
419 E. Sprague Ave 888-838-2379

CANADA-BC ¢ Vancouver
Large selection of model RR supRIies includ-
|ngi Min. by Eric, Athearn/MDC, Atlas, Peco,
Shinohara, Rapido, SoundTraxx, brass, etc.
Special orders. www.central-hobbies.com
pen 11-6, Friday til 9. Closed Sundays.

CENTRAL HOBBIES
2825 Grandview Hwy. 604-431-0771

TEXAS ¢ Houston

All trains, all scales. Magazines, Books, Vid-eos, Repairs,

Brass, Consignments. Discount program, will ship.
papabenstrains@gmail.com M,Tu,Th & F 10-6; W 10-7;
Sat 10-5; Closed Sun. Open Sunday’s Oct, Nov, and
Dec. Major Credit Cards. www.papabens.com

PAPA BEN’S TRAIN PLACE
4007-E Bellaire Blvd. 713-523-5600

WEST VIRGINIA ¢ Inwood Berkeley

One Stop Shop, In Tri-State Area.
Trains-R/C - Models.
Competitive Pricing.

. LOCO JOE’S HOBBIES
357 Middleway Pike 304-229-8226

CANADA-ON ¢ Dundas
Your full line hobby shoE. OBpen 7 days a
week. N, HO, AF, Lionel, LGB. Scenery and
scratchbuilding supplies. Walthers dealér, Kato
products. Special orders welcome!
E-mail us at: sales@dundasvalleyhobby.ca

DUNDAS VALLEY HOBBY
15 Cootes Dr. 905-628-9156

Run your Retail Directory
ad in the next issue of
Model Railroader!

Call 888-558-1544, ext. 440
for more information.

Railroader

e Live links.

Go Digital!

Read Model Railroader on your
tablet or laptop!

e Search & print pages.
e Zoom in & magnify. e Save storage space.
e Bookmark pages.

Visit ModelRailroader.com/DigitalEditions

www.ModelRailroader.com
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Truly, a hobby for a lifetime

We often speak of scale
model railroading as being a
lifelong hobby. In my case, it
appears to have every oppor-
tunity of achieving that goal.
I've been “playing with
trains” since age 4, when

Santa brought me a Lionel set ; |

— much of which I still have.
I've been reading Model
Railroader since the August
1954 issue, save for a several-
year girls-and-cars hiatus.
(What was I thinking?)

But let’s examine a better
example: 99-year-old Victor
D’Albora, who lives in
Blauvelt, N.Y., not far from
the former West Shore main
line (now CSX Transporta-
tion). Vic is a good friend of
Ken Karlewicz, whose HO
Delaware & Hudson railroad
is the cover story for Model
Railroad Planning 2019 (on
sale January 15).

Ken and Victor met back
in 1980 at a small hobby
store in Haverstraw, N.Y. A
look back at Vic’s journey
through model railroading
provides insights as to the
hobby’s formative years, the
prevailing practices and atti-
tudes, and how they’ve

As was once the norm, Vic
doesn’t do any prototype
modeling, and he says he
models all eras. He started
building his HO scale
Genesee Valley & Western
RR back in 1953, and he

laying track in his basement
“until there was no more
room for track.”

In the years that followed,
Vic worked on his layout
every night right after supper.
His first locomotive was a
Bowser Mountain 4-8-2, for
which he paid $53, a princely
sum in those days. After the
locomotive was finished, he
continued building craftsman
car kits and cabooses.

90 www.ModelRailroader.com

His longest train was —

. and is - 98 cars (almost

- matching his age!) and rarely
. has a derailment due to his

: impeccable trackwork, which
: shows its heritage as a combi-
. nation of brass and nickel-
changed through the decades. :
- with fiber ties.

silver flextrack, some of it

Vic has never held or

. attended an operating session
. and has used DCC just

: once, on Ken’s 4 x 8-foot

¢ “practice” layout. He’s never

¢ held one of today’s highly

. detailed, ready-to-run freight
clearly remembers the days of :
: can’t imagine how freight
¢ cars and locomotives can
i command today’s prices.

cars in his hands, and he

His double-tracked, twice-

¢ around main line resembles
. the Pennsylvania RR, and he’s :
: been known to haul double-

¢ stacks behind a Hudson. Vic
. still enjoys reading anything
relating to model or proto-

: type railroading and loves to
. watch rail-related YouTube

¢ videos on Ken’s iPad.

: Ken reports that
- Vic “has always

: been a humble

: man who was

. willing to come

: over to your

: home, help you

At age 99, Victor D'Albora is still enjoying his HO Genesee Valley & Western RR, which he
. worked on “every night after supper” starting in 1953. Vic is a testament to the adage that
model railroading can be a lifelong hobby. ken Karlewicz photo

© Vic doesn’t visit his railroad
. in the basement very often

. these days. But he loves to :
. run the railroad when friends
. can help him down the stairs.

When Vic was young, his

- aunt would often take him

: down the street in Brooklyn

: to watch subway trains run-

: ning on the “El.” His face still
. lights up when he

: sees the railroad

. he’s spent a life-

: time creating. He

: becomes that little
: boy again who

- once asked his

- aunt if he could

: linger by the ele-

- vated railway to

: watch “just one

: more train.”

HIS LONGEST
TRAIN WAS
—~AND IS -98
CARS (ALMOST
MATCHING HIS
AGE!) AND
RARELY HAS A
DERAILMENT
DUE TO HIS
IMPECCABLE
TRACKWORK.
— TONY

..By Tony Koester

. with anything at all relating
. to your railroad, or take
: home something you were

having difficulty with, build

- or fix it, and return it to you
. at no charge.”

It should come as no sur-

prise that there are many
. Vics of various ages in our
: hobby. We are immeasurably

enriched if one
of them happens
to live nearby;, as
was the case
with Vic and Ken.
But few of them
stand quite as tall
as a gentleman
named Victor
D’Albora, who, as
he nears the cen-
tury mark, is liv-
ing proof that
scale model rail-
roading can
indeed be labeled
as offering a life-
time of enjoyment.
May we all be
so blessed. [ZI1
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2015 ONP Train - Resplendent in Yellow and Red livery
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2017 ONP Train - with a scheme that fades from light to dark

Kato US.A., Inc.

100 Remington Road Schaumburg, IL 60173

PRECISION RAILROAD MODELS

Each year Operation North Pole charters a special
Metra train, designing special vinyl wraps that adomn
both the outside and the insides of the cars, and hosts an
event where Children battling life threatening illness
can enjoy a fantasy trip to the North Pole to meet Santa.
Each years' design is unique, making each train a
festive and colorful display!

Kato USA has partnered with Operation North Pole to
bring replica trains of the real life Christmas Trains that
were operated in 2015, 2016 and 2017 - to life as a
means to support ONP's goal of spreading the magic of
the holidays. To that end a portion of the proceeds from
every sale of an Operation North Pole Christmas Train
Set goes towards the ONP Charity!

Each ONP Christmas Train comes packaged in colorful
holiday-themed packaging that matches the train - with
the 2016 and 2017 versions having collector-friendly
bookcase style sleeve boxes!

ltem # Description MSRP
#106-2015 N ONP Christmas Train (2015) 4-Unit Set 195
#106-2016 N ONP Christmas Train (2016) 4-Unit Set 195

#106-2016A N ONP Christmas Train (2016) 2-Unit Add-on Set 65

Cames packaged in a bookcase style collector's box that can
hold all 6 2016 ONP Christmas Train Cars

#106-2017 N ONP Christmas Train (2017) 6-Unit Set 260

Comes packaged in a bookcase style collector’s box

A portion of the sales of these sets shall be donated to Operation North
Pole to help fund the wrapping of future ONP holiday trains.

847-781-9500




