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EDITORIAL

Above: Taking a moment during dress rehearsals 
on BrightLine in Miami, Florida, to hang with The 
Conductor and Santa Claus. (Left to Right: Mike 
May, Justin Roland Bramkamp, Randall Pratt, and 
Jon Sparks as Santa Claus).

THINGS WE’RE DOING

Regular contributor Randall Pratt 
works in the entertainment production 
industry, doing lighting and sound for 
live productions across the country. 
He has spent the last few months 
working for Rail Event Productions 
with Producer Mike May, a fellow 
White River Productions contributor, 
to build “The Polar Express Train Ride” 
(raileventsinc.com/polar-express-
train-ride) Randall leads the stage light-
ing team as its Production Electrician, 
installing lighting in the train cars and 
on the platforms to create a magical 
trip to the North Pole based on the 
classic holiday story The Polar Express 
by Chris Van Allsburg. It’s a fully 
interactive experience complete with 
Christmas lights, dancing stewards, 
hot chocolate, the hobo, Santa, and the 
first gift of Christmas: a silver bell. The 
preparation process started in August 
with the first shows opening in late 
October and performing through the 
holiday season. Randall travels to all 
the locations to lead the build of the 
show and then hands the show off to 
the local team to operate for the season. 
If you are close to one of the locations 
where you can catch a ride, you just 
have to answer one question: Are you 
coming? 
	 “The Polar Express Train Ride” is a 
fully produced hour-long musical train 
ride and found in four locations during 

the 2022 season: Whippany, N.J., on 
Morristown & Erie/Whippany Rail-
road Museum; Oklahoma City’s OKC 
Railroad Museum; Perris, Calif., at the 
Southern California Railroad Museum; 
and Miami, Fla., on BrightLine. 
	 In between all this holiday effort, 
Randall assembled this edition’s review 
of Jacksonville Terminal Company’s 
N-scale intermodal equipment.

Right: Here’s a look at Randall Pratt’s efforts setting 
up the interior experience for “The Polar Express 
Train Ride” in a Brightline car. Randall has his laptop 
nearby to keep up with and contribute to MRN.

Staying informed on all things is a chal-
lenge in this fast-moving age when exist. 
Finding information isn’t the challenge, 
but keeping up with the vast amounts of 
it coming at us from all directions and 
sorting through what is important and 
accurate is a sidebar for the times we 
live. One aspect that is wonderful is the 
abundance of shared news that in the 
past might be labeled insider informa-
tion. Today, it’s routine to see views of 
models in early computer renderings, 
deco preproduction samples being 
inspected by manufacturers, examples 
on the production floor, and on and on. 
A side of this situation that highlights 
the hobby’s leaders is their ability to 
share progress and discuss projects with 
end users. Communication (in all its 

forms) allows a manufacturer to explain 
the process of developing a release 
and why certain things do and don’t 
make it to the final product. Another 
part of excellent communication skill 
is being able to deliver tough news just 
as well as you happily announce an 
exciting new project. There are many 
solid communicators in the hobby 
today. I recently joined Jason Shron 
and Jordan Smith of Rapido Trains 
(rapidotrains.com) for a live stream 
discussion of their company’s coming 
HO-scale Slumbercoach car. In addition 
to learning much about the prototype 
and how it was being recreated for 
this model, Jason shared the economic 
decision on why the late version with 
head-end power was not among the 

initial releases and he stated the hill to 
climb for the path toward this edition. 
Another positive communicator is 
ScaleTrains’ Shane Wilson. He recently 
appeared with a video update wishing 
Happy Holidays, while surrounded by 
open boxed HO-scale SD38-2 models. 
His news was the unfortunate situation 
of striking the majority of roads in the 
first release (see page 00) and having 
them produced again for better quality. 
No one desires to be in that place, but 
doing so and getting out ahead of 
rumors and unconfirmed reports is 
necessary in today’s market. Thanks 
for making this publication part of your 
hobby communications. 

Tony Cook 
– editor
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CHAPTER 1

Chronology of Penn Line

1946 1947 1948

• In the fall, three young men, 
Robert “Bob” Faust, Albert “Abe” 
Mercer and Linwood “Lin” Stauffer, 
decide to enter the toy train busi-
ness after a chance meeting with 
a model locomotive salesman at 
Sands Sporting Goods & Hobby 
Store in Boyertown, Pennsylvania.

• Working evenings and weekends 
while maintaining their day jobs, 
the three men form an equal 
partnership and commence the 
production of HO scale model 
railroad locomotives under the 
name “The Penn Line Company”  
in Abe’s basement and garage at 
317 S. Reading Ave. in Boyertown.

• In July, they introduce their first 
locomotive, a highly accurate 
rendition of the Reading Railroad’s 
steam locomotive Crusader, which 
pulled a passenger train between 
Philadelphia and Jersey City, New 
Jersey. The locomotive is introduced 
via the company’s first advertisement 
in Model Railroader.

• In September, Penn Line intro-
duces its model of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad’s T-1 locomotive.

• In the fall, production moves to a 
625-square-foot garage in the back 
of Carver’s Dairy on Chestnut Street 
in Boyertown.

• By early winter, the three partners 
quit their day jobs and commence 
full-time production of HO model 
railroad locomotives in conjunction 
with the move to the new location. 
They hire their first employees, 
Willard Standhardt and Ed Quigley.

• In July, Penn Line introduces the 
D-1 Whitcomb Midget diesel.

• In September, the company 
places its first full-page ad in Model 
Railroader, featuring the T-1 and 
Whitcomb diesel.

• In January, Penn Line introduces 
the E-6 Atlantic.

• In the fall, the company intro-
duces high- and low-side tender 
kits, separate-sale items to be used 
with its locomotives.

• In December, it introduces the K-4 
Pacific. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

• In May, the partners purchase 
their first manufacturing facility,  
the former Dunn’s Cigar factory,  
a two-story factory at 25 S. Franklin 
St. in Boyertown.

• In March, the company introduces 
the H-9 Consolidation.

• In September, Penn 
Line places its first full-
page ad on the inside 
back cover of Model 
Railroader.

• In October, the 
company intro-
duces the L-1 
Mikado.

1949 1950-51 1952

A highly sought after colletible today, Penn Line’s Reading 4-6-2 was the company’s first HO-scale steam locomotive kit.

Penn Line’s D-1 Whitcomb Midget locomo-
tive kit is the manufacturer’s first diesel 
offering and joins the catalog in 1949.

Low- and High-Side Tenders

Penn Line kicked off the 1950s with 
a model kit of Pennsy’s E-6 Atlantic
4-4-2 steam locomotive.

This Pennsy K-4 Pacific 4-6-2  
steam locomotive kit was a 
late 1950 addition.

Penn Line’s sleek T1 4-4-4-4 
steam locomotive kit arrives 
in 1948 for HO hobbyists.

Penn Line brought out 
another Pennsy steam 
locomotive in 1952 with  
the arrival of this H-9 
Consolidation 2-8-0 kit.

Penn Line adds a 2-8-2 
Mikado steam locomotive  
kit to its line in late 1952.

Partners Abe, Lin, and  

Bob examine a lathe setup 

in the shop.
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ramp up production of these sets for 

the 1955 holiday season, they entered 

into a temporary purchase arrange-

ment with Fleischmann, a German 

manufacturer of model railway prod-

ucts. (Fleischmann was founded in 

Nuremberg in 1887, as a toy company. 

Fleischmann’s first HO scale products 

were introduced in 1952.) 

 Fleischmann produced for Penn 

Line a line of Northern Pacific pas-

senger cars, including Pullman, coach, 

diner and baggage cars. In addition, 

Fleischmann produced two box cars 

with Monon and American Reefer 

Transit road names, a Western  

Maryland gondola car and a Chicago 

and Eastern Illinois caboose. The 

passenger cars were made with 

lithographed steel sides, a plastic 

roof and included lighting. The 

German engineering and quality 

clearly distinguished the cars from the 

competition’s plastic passenger cars. 

 Penn Line contracted with Athearn, 

located in Hawthorne, California, 

to produce an F-7 A&B unit diesel 

locomotive shell with 

a Northern Pacific road name and 

colors to match the Fleischmann 

passenger set. Athearn, founded by 

Irvin Athearn in 1948, acquired 

Globe Models product line in 1951 

and introduced an improved array 

of HO locomotive, passenger  and 

                                    freight car 

                                        models. Using 

                                           a
 Penn Line 

                                             
  manufac-

tured chassis and trucks and a DC70  

Pittman motor, Penn Line assembled 

the F-7 locomotive at the Franklin 

Street factory.

 Penn Line also included a diesel 

horn in the F-7 B-unit. The 1955 cata-

log describes the offering: “This unit 

contains the fabulous Penn Line Diesel 

Horn Unit. Connect the two wires to 

the track, press the button and listen 

to that diesel honk, anywhere on the 

track.” At the time, the innovative 

horn unit further separated Penn Line 

from the competition.  

 Penn Line created seven sets to sell 

in 1955. One of the freight sets was 

pulled by a Whitcomb Diesel. The 

other sets featured a combination of 

passenger and freight cars. Three were 

powered by F-7 A unit, two by F-7 A 

unit with a dummy B unit; and one  

by an F-7A unit with a combo dummy 

B & A units.  

 The sets included track purchased 

from the Atlas Tool Company of New 

Jersey. In 1955, Penn Line did not offer 

a power pack in its sets. However, in 

1958 it offered a power pack as an 

accessory. That power pack, featur-

ing the Penn Line name, was made 

by Scintilla Rail & Power Works, 

Inc. of New York. Starting in 1962, 

Penn Line sets featured power packs 

manufactured by Model Rectifier 

Corporation (MRC) of Brooklyn, New 

York. (Consumers could also select a 

Penn Line set without a power pack, 

resulting in a savings of $8.) The MRC 

power packs also featured the Penn 

Line name and were very reliable; 60 

years later, many still work.

 All the Fleischmann freight and 

passenger cars included a sticker on  

the undercarriage that indicated it was 

a Penn Line car. The lack of a perma-

nent Penn Line marking on the cars 

further indicates this was a temporary 

arrangement hurriedly put together to 

crack the ready-to-run market. 

 The Fleischmann passenger cars 

were phased out starting in 1956. 

While Fleischmann sets were sold in 

1956 and 1957, it appears they were 

left over from the 1955 purchase 

arrangement. Today the Fleischmann 

sets remain highly popular with 

collectors and continue to command 

premium prices.

 One issue did exist with the  

Fleischmann cars. The couplers  

were a version used in Germany at 

that time and unless one changed  

couplers on the passenger cars, they 

could not be run with any other 

Penn Line products because they did 

not meet National Model Railroad 

Association (NMRA) standards.

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

 

 After the introduction in 1954 of 

the I-1 Decapod, the company did 

not introduce any additional steam 

locomotives. The Model Railroader  

Newsletter dated January 1950  

mentioned Penn Line had plans to 

produce M-1, Q-2 and J-1 locomo-

tives. While the partners considered 

all three, and Abe did a lot of engi-

neering on the M-1, no tooling was 

ever made and none of the three ever 

This is an example of Penn Line’s 

die-cast metal Pennsy K-4 boiler, 

along with the mold that produced 

this piece.

THE AUTHOR REMEMBERS:  

I will never forget the thrill 

when a new locomotive was 

introduced. Dad would always 

bring home one of the first 

produced of each model. It was 

like Christmas in July. However, 

we did not put up the home 

layout until the holidays, so I 

had to go to the test layout at 

the factory to run the new train.

Penn Line originally sourced its power pack/

controller from Scintilla Rail & Power Works 

as a 1958 offering. This throttle will be 

familiar to hobbyists with experience with 

Model Rectifier Corp. products and was 

Penn Line’s featured power pack/controller 

in 1962 sets.

A Penn Line employee 

is shown drilling holes 

for installation of 

detail parts on the 

company’s E6 Atlantic 

boiler castings.

Northern Pacific F-7 ABA units freight set 

#5507 produced in 1955. These sets featured 

cars manufactured by the German firm Fleis-

chmann and sold under the Penn Line label.
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O
nce an item entered 

the Penn Line lineup, 

it typically remained 

largely unchanged 

throughout the lifes-

pan of its production. 

So, to determine when it was made, it 

is vital to understand the progression 

of the packaging designs the company 

used. (Think of it this way: While 

you cannot judge a book by its cover, 

you can date a Penn Line locomotive, 

car or accessory by its box!) During 

the company’s lifespan, Penn Line 

employed eight different packaging 

designs.

 Up until 1956 Abe designed most of 

the packaging, including the artwork 

and box design. Using his artistic  

abilities – along with assistance from  

the company’s advertising firm, 

Beaumont, Heller & Sperling of 

Reading, Pennsylvania – Abe crafted 

an attractive, sturdy package which 

over the years garnered Penn Line a 

number of national design awards.

 Until 1955 the company used 

only two different art designs on its 

boxes. Since Penn Line made only 

locomotives and tenders kits during 

that period, the company could use 

just two box sizes to pack all of its 

products. By simply changing the 

partitions within the box and adding 

a label on the side of the lid, one could 

identify what locomotive or tender 

was in the box. During this time, only 

the Crusader was packed using a box 

insert with individual cutouts instead 

of partitions. 

 The other unique packaging concept 

Penn Line employed was to add a layer 

of cotton on the top of the inside of 

the box to hold all the parts in place. 

The cotton acted as a wedge to press 

the contents of the box tight, prevent-

ing movement during shipment and 

handling.

 In 1955 (the year full train sets were 

introduced), Penn Line started to 

incorporate the artwork on its boxes 

into company catalogs and advertis-

ing. Most of the company’s catalogs 

featured a picture of a packed box 

using individual cutouts, and in some 

cases, the cover of the catalog featured 

the artwork on the front of the box.

 After Abe left the company in 1956, 

all the design and artwork were done 

by Beaumont, the advertising agency. 

With minor exceptions, the majority 

of the packaging was produced in the 

early years by P. Walter Company, Inc. 

and The Packaging Corporation of 

America in the later years.

 1947-1950 KIT BOXES

 The large two-piece box (measuring 

13 x 8 inches) was used to package the 

Crusader, T-1 and the E-6 Atlantic. 

The small two-piece box (measuring 

7¾  x 2¾ inches) was used for the D-1 

Whitcomb Midget diesel and steam 

tenders. While the company changed 

the box in 1951, the large blue box was 

continued to be used for packing the 

T-1, given its size.

 This box has some unique attributes. 

For one, it does not contain the Penn 

Line logo. Looking at early literature 

and advertising, it would appear the 

company had not yet developed a logo 

at this point.

 Secondly, the packaging did not 

identify the Boyertown, Pennsylvania, 

location of the company, which became 

synonymous with Penn Line through-

out its life.

CHAPTER 5

Packaging

 Finally, the company’s first slogan, 

“Built for Modelers by Modelers,” 

appears on the side edge of the lid.

 1951-1956 KIT BOXES

 Starting in 1951, the large two-piece 

box (measuring 8¾ x 7½ inches) was 

used to package the E-6 Atlantic, the 

K-4 Pacific, H-9 Consolidated, L-1 

Mikado and the I-1 Decapod kits. The 

small brown two-piece box (measur-

ing 7-¾ x 3 inches) was used to pack 

the D-2 Whitcomb Midget diesel kits 

and tender kits. In 1956, the small box 

was also used to pack the flatbed line 

of freight cars the company started to 

produce. The flatbed cars were packed 

assembled and in kit form and also 

came with a searchlight load in 1956 

and lumber and pipe loads in 1957.

 During this period the company 

also used a small red box identical 

to the small brown box. 

 While it is not clear when this box 

was introduced, it appears to be used 

for packaging the D-2 Whitcomb 

Midget diesel, and starting in 1955, 

to package individual freight cars 

made by Fleischmann and the Monon 

flatbed with trailer loads. By 1958 the 

small red and brown boxes were no 

longer used.

 At this point, the Penn Line logo 

and Boyertown location began to 

appear on the box, continuing with 

every box used thereafter. Interest-

ingly, this is the last box where the 

word “the” appears in the logo above 

“Penn Line.”

 1955-1958 SET AND SINGLE BOXES

 The large two-piece box (measuring 

14½ x 23 inches) was the company’s 

first set box and in 1955 contained the 

Fleischmann passenger and freight 

sets. These sets were the only 

ones sold in 1955 and all 

the locomotives and cars 

were packaged in an insert 

with individual cutouts. 

In 1956, the company 

started to add additional 

freight sets which were 

packaged in the large 

box either using 

inserts with cutouts 

or individual loco-

motives and cars 

packed in the smaller yellow boxes 

with cellophane windows. 

The insets with cutouts provided 

an innovative way of 

packing the sets, allowing 

for a very professional 

presentation while also 

permitting customers to 

store their set safely when 

not in use.

     The larger of the individual 

small boxes (measuring 14 x 3 inches) 

was used to package individual 

passenger cars and the smaller of the 

two (measuring 7 x3½ inches) was 

used for freight cars that were sold 

separately. 

 Abe’s artistic talent also made a 

mark on the set box. The company 

took one of his oil paintings of a train 

scene portraying the Fleischmann 

freight and passenger sets and con-

verted it to the cover of Penn Line’s 

first set box. 

 As noted in the 1956 catalog, this 

set box won that year’s top award in 

the Toy and Game Division from the 

National Paper Box Manufacturer’s 

Association. 

 This set box can easily be identified 

to the year it was produced by looking 

at the lid. The 1955 box lists the set’s 

highlights: 

 “Air Horn, Illuminated Cars, Working 

Headlights,

 Automatic Couplers, Perfect Remote 

Control, 

 Greatest Realism in Smallest Space”

 On the 1956 box those words are 

covered by a sticker which now says:

 “New for ’56 NMRA Automatic 

Couplers, Working Headlights, Perfect 

Remote Control, Two Rail Track, 

Greatest Realism in Smallest 

 NMRA Scale Trucks”

 In 1957/8 the sticker was 

eliminated to reveal the same 

wording as the 1956 box except 

the words “New for ’56” were 

removed. 

1947-1950 kit boxes

1951-1956 kit boxes

Using the  

same design as  

its brown box releases,  

Penn Line also packaged  

select releases in this style red 

cardboard box.
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CHAPTER 1

Chronology of Penn Line

1946 1947 1948

• In the fall, three young men, 
Robert “Bob” Faust, Albert “Abe” 
Mercer and Linwood “Lin” Stauffer, 
decide to enter the toy train busi-
ness after a chance meeting with 
a model locomotive salesman at 
Sands Sporting Goods & Hobby 
Store in Boyertown, Pennsylvania.

• Working evenings and weekends 
while maintaining their day jobs, 
the three men form an equal 
partnership and commence the 
production of HO scale model 
railroad locomotives under the 
name “The Penn Line Company”  
in Abe’s basement and garage at 
317 S. Reading Ave. in Boyertown.

• In July, they introduce their first 
locomotive, a highly accurate 
rendition of the Reading Railroad’s 
steam locomotive Crusader, which 
pulled a passenger train between 
Philadelphia and Jersey City, New 
Jersey. The locomotive is introduced 
via the company’s first advertisement 
in Model Railroader.

• In September, Penn Line intro-
duces its model of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad’s T-1 locomotive.

• In the fall, production moves to a 
625-square-foot garage in the back 
of Carver’s Dairy on Chestnut Street 
in Boyertown.

• By early winter, the three partners 
quit their day jobs and commence 
full-time production of HO model 
railroad locomotives in conjunction 
with the move to the new location. 
They hire their first employees, 
Willard Standhardt and Ed Quigley.

• In July, Penn Line introduces the 
D-1 Whitcomb Midget diesel.

• In September, the company 
places its first full-page ad in Model 
Railroader, featuring the T-1 and 
Whitcomb diesel.

• In January, Penn Line introduces 
the E-6 Atlantic.

• In the fall, the company intro-
duces high- and low-side tender 
kits, separate-sale items to be used 
with its locomotives.

• In December, it introduces the K-4 
Pacific. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •

• In May, the partners purchase 
their first manufacturing facility,  
the former Dunn’s Cigar factory,  
a two-story factory at 25 S. Franklin 
St. in Boyertown.

• In March, the company introduces 
the H-9 Consolidation.

• In September, Penn 
Line places its first full-
page ad on the inside 
back cover of Model 
Railroader.

• In October, the 
company intro-
duces the L-1 
Mikado.

1949 1950-51 1952

A highly sought after colletible today, Penn Line’s Reading 4-6-2 was the company’s first HO-scale steam locomotive kit.

Penn Line’s D-1 Whitcomb Midget locomo-
tive kit is the manufacturer’s first diesel 
offering and joins the catalog in 1949.

Low- and High-Side Tenders

Penn Line kicked off the 1950s with 
a model kit of Pennsy’s E-6 Atlantic
4-4-2 steam locomotive.

This Pennsy K-4 Pacific 4-6-2  
steam locomotive kit was a 
late 1950 addition.

Penn Line’s sleek T1 4-4-4-4 
steam locomotive kit arrives 
in 1948 for HO hobbyists.

Penn Line brought out 
another Pennsy steam 
locomotive in 1952 with  
the arrival of this H-9 
Consolidation 2-8-0 kit.

Penn Line adds a 2-8-2 
Mikado steam locomotive  
kit to its line in late 1952.

Partners Abe, Lin, and  

Bob examine a lathe setup 

in the shop.

Order Your Copy Today!

See your dealer or visit

shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Discover the history of a pioneer HO 
scale manufacturer in The Penn Line 
Story: A History and Collector’s 
Guide. Researched and documented 
by Garrett L. Stauffer, son of one of 
Penn Line’s founders, this new book 
presents a wealth of information, 
facts, and colorful illustrations for the 
collector and hobbyist alike. 

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

$29.95
Order item PLSC

S/H per book: $8 U.S., $15 Non-U.S.
Call or visit our website 

for other shipping options.

Bob Kenderdine shared news via email of 
the passing of Steve Stewart of Stewart 
Hobbies...

Steve Stewart, president of Stewart 
Hobbies, passed away on November 
21, 2022. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Theresa (Terry), in 2002 who 
served as Vice President of the hobby 
company.
	 Stewart Hobbies was incorporated 
on February 13, 1984, and manufac-
tured HO-scale locomotives and 
freight cars for more than 20 years 
before selling its molds, dies, and 
inventory to Bowser Manufacturing.
	 Stewart’s initial offering was an RS-3 
kit, consisting of a plastic shell and 
metal frame that was designed to use 
Athearn parts. It was unveiled at the 
Dayton, Ohio, trade show, where Atlas 
and Model Die Casting/Roundhouse 
also announced HO-scale RS-3 models.
	 Innovative ideas allowed the com-

pany to survive the initial competition. 
Stewart expanded sales of his RS-3 by 
being the first company to offer differ-
ent production phases, and did so in 
support of this Alco diesel switcher. 
Stewart was one of the first HO model 
locomotive manufacturers to use 
gray molded plastic for undecorated 
models (instead of black) for ease of 
painting, and also promoted the mass 
marketing of multiple road numbers 
for each paint scheme. The line’s 
FT locomotive was among the first 
HO-scale models to use an LED as a 
headlight instead of an incandescent 
bulb.
	 In addition to his initial RS-3 offer-
ings, Stewart’s other HO-scale diesel 

locomotives included: Alco’s C-628 
and C-630; Baldwin’s AS-16, AS-616, 
RS-12, VO-660, VO1000, DS-4-4-1000, 
S-8, and S-12; Electro-Motive’s FT, 
F3, F7, and F9; General Electric’s 
U25B. HO freight cars produced by 
Stewart Hobbies included a 70-ton 
3-bay hopper (with 12, 13, and 14 
side panels), a 70-ton offset side 3-bay 
hopper, and 50-ton 2-bay fishbelly 
hoppers, along with a Pennsy G39-
class ore car.

Above: Stewart Hobbies entered model railroading 
with its HO-scale RS-3 in the mid-1980s. At the 
same time, Atlas and Roundhouse also introduced 
HO-scale RS-3 models. This challenge did not 
deter Stewart, but may have helped the company 
seek ways to stand out from the competition. 
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North Bank Line
Full-Page Ad

The North Bank Line 
FTCX / SBIX Vinegar Cars 

The North Bank Line 
P.O. Box 1101, Turner, OR  97392 

NBLEAA@gmail.com 
30 

With their wood tanks and silver paint, vinegar cars are among the most 
unique freight cars seen on North American railroads.  These FTCX and 
SBIX cars roamed across the US from the 1930s into the mid 1970s.  

Consult your dealer or the North Bank Line for more information.  

Models will be factory finished in HO scale 
brass by Boo-Rim Precision with multiple 
road numbers as confirmed by photos.  

Production by advance reservations only.   
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Atlas announces all-new N-scale
SD45 model will join Master Series

Above and Right: No railroad came close to amass-
ing the number of SD45 diesel locomotives as once 
found handling trains on Southern Pacific. Atlas will 
include three SP road numbers (9072, 9108, and 
9151) in its initial production of N-scale SD45 offer-
ings. Atlas will include the road’s signature light 
package details on the model’s low hood, and the 
cab face will present the L-shape windshield section 
(illustration on right shows these details) as found 
on select SP roster members.

N — Atlas will add an Electro-Motive 
Division (EMD) SD45 diesel locomo-
tive N-scale model to its collection of 
motive power options in the hobby 
company’s Master Series. The first 
production is planned to ship in 
early 2024. The 1:160 reproduction 
will provide enthusiasts with a fully 
assembled example of this popular 
mid-1960s, six-axle diesel locomo-
tive. EMD raised the horsepower 
stakes (from 3,000 to 3,600) with this 
flared-radiator revved up catalog 
option that joined the line in 1966. 
By the 1971 close of production, more 
than 1,000 examples were working 
for U.S. railroads.
	 As with other Master Series re-
leases, this all-new N-scale SD45 will 
come in Gold edition with onboard 
Digital Command Control (DCC) 
and SoundTraxx Tsunami audio. 
Atlas’ Silver edition SD45 will be 
sound ready with a factory-installed 
speaker as part of the mechanism 
design, and a plug available on 
the circuit board for easy decoder 
install for future conversion to DCC 
operation, if desired. The model will 
include directional golden-white LED 
lighting, blackened metal wheels, 

Above: SP 9077 and another SD45 in July 1971. These two examples had more than 300 siblings on 
Southern Pacific’s roster with nearly 40 cousins serving Cotton Belt. Pennsy and Santa Fe had distant 
second (130 on PRR) and third (125 on ATSF) most populated SD45 rosters. Reading was a minority SD45 
buyer with five. — Keith Ardinger photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 
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and magnetic knuckle couplers. 
Details on road-specific features for 
this release indicate Southern Pacific 
releases will come with the road’s 
familiar light package on the nose 
and the wide L-shaped windshield 
section. Norfolk & Western SD45s 
in this group will feature high short 
hoods with two road numbers (1730 
and 1757) decorated for the early 
1970s “NW” livery, and will include 
the road’s Bicentennial 1776 special 
paint as an offering. Rio Grande SD45 
illustrations show a nose headlight 
(though possibly not an exact match 
to prototype). Air horn style and 
placement appears to follow railroad 
practice, with Erie Lackawanna 
models sporting the low-mounted 
horns on the angled side of the 
cab roof. Other road names in the 
first production include a range of 
eras, from Pennsylvania Railroad 
(late 1960s) to 1970s Burlington 
Northern, on to secondhand owner 
Susquehanna represented by bright 
yellow with black ex-BN SD45s that 
operated beginning in the mid-1980s.
	 The Silver SD45s list for $169.95, 
while DCC-sound Gold SD45 carry 
a $279.99 retail price. Undecorated 
low-nose and high-nose SD45s will 
be offered in this run.

Atlas Model Railroad Company, atlasrr.com

Above: BN 6528 shows off its flair in late summer 
1971. Three BN SD45s will be in Atlas’ production. 
— Kevin EuDaly collection 

Above: EL 3618 was at Fairmont City, I l l., in 
September 1976. Atlas shows horn placement on 
its N-scale Erie Lackawanna SD45 models will ac-
curately appear in the low position (as shown on this 
prototype). — Ed Hawkins photo, Kevin EuDaly 
collection 

Below: Norfolk & Western bought its SD45s with 
high short hoods (as did Southern Railway). Atlas 
will cover N&W examples with this attribute and 
deliver a pair wearing this “NW” early 1970s repaint, 
plus the color ful U.S. Bicentennial 1776 roster 
member. — Ed Hawkins photo, Kevin EuDaly col-
lection 
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Roka Prototype Models debuts
with Safe-Pak in HO scale

HO — Roka Prototype Models is a 
new name in the hobby and has its first 
release available as 2023 begins. The 
offering is a highly detailed replica of 
an innovative 1970s fully enclosed auto 
rack railroad car – the Safe-Pak. The first 
Safe-Pak production went to work in the 
mid-1970s with many North American 
Class 1 railroads owning and operating 
examples. These cars served into the late 
1990s transporting finished vehicles. 
	 Featuring a newly developed process, 
Roka Prototype Models’ Safe-Pak 
will include authentic-looking, see-
through body side panels made of 
plastic (avoiding challenges of fit and 
warpage encountered when this type 
of detail is attempted in metal). The 

model is arriving in the U.S. in January 
and those who reserved examples from 
Roka Prototype Models’ website will be 
among the first to receive this interesting 
prototype turned into a high-quality 
HO-scale offering. The ready-to-run 
Safe-Pak will ride on metal wheels and 
comes with metal knuckle couplers. 
Road names include Canadian Pacific, 
CSX (Seaboard System logo), Florida 
East Coast, Norfolk & Western (black 
“NW” scheme and brown “Norfolk 
and Western” lettering scheme), Santa 
Fe (Indian Red and late-era Mineral 
Red with “Q” logo markings), Seaboard 
Coast Line, Seaboard System, and 
Western Pacific. There are multiple 
body style variants included in this 

selection of road names with bi- and 
tri-level, low- and high-roof, and end 
doors featuring clam shell or tri-fold 
design (all presented accurately with 
respect to road names and liveries). 
There are multiple road numbers for the 
announced road names and body styles 
on this $109.95 release.
	 Model Railroad News reported in 
May 2022’s edition that American 
Limited would be bringing a Safe-Pak 
auto carrier to the HO market, this 
model is that project and it will be the 
first offering from this new company 
owned by Robert Stears (formerly of 
American Limited/San Juan Models).

Roka Prototype Models, rokamodels.com
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Kato’s much-anticipated N-scale Big Boy
is official with spring delivery announced

Above and Below: Kato joins the list of manufactur-
ers with a Union Pacific 4-8-8-4 Big Boy steam lo-
comotive in their catalog, with a May arrival for the 
first N-scale production. In addition to standard DC, 
buyers have the opportunity to purchase this steam 
locomotive model with DCC and with DCC-sound; 
and those releases will ship in July.

N  —  Kato’s Alco 4-8-8-4 steam 
locomotive, best known by its “Big 
Boy” nickname, will be a reality in 
the near future for the company’s 
N-scale collection. The project has 
been in development at Kato for 
some time, with hobbyists eager for 
official release information. The first 
offering will replicate Union Pacific 
4014 in modern (post-2021) excursion 
appearance. The standard DC model 
(126-4014) carries a $399 suggested 
retail price and will possess dual 
coreless motors with brass flywheels, 
and weights placed throughout the 
body (including the cylinder area) 
to provide balanced distribution for 
a smooth ride and strong pulling 
power. Kato’s assembled Big Boy 
steam locomotive will include a tinted 
LED headlight, oil tender, graphite 
colored firebox, silver cylinder head 
and piston covers, builder’s plate, 
gold details on the boiler, and more. 
The locomotive will navigate 11-inch 
radius curves and its articulated 
drivers will each pick up power from 
the railheads, as will the tender’s 
wheels. Kato expects to ship its 
DC-version Big Boy during May, with 
DCC models (126-4014-DCC) and 
DCC-sound (126-4014-S) following 
in July. SoundTraxx electronics are 
listed for Kato’s DCC-sound model.

Kato USA, Inc., katousa.com
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Roco adds Conrail rotary snow blower
and more in HO

HO — Roco Trains’ Beilhack rotary 
snow blower arrives with Conrail 
decoration for a new release (72804). 
This amazing model (see the review 
of a BNSF version in your July 2020 
Model Railroad News) includes Digital 
Command Control for use on North 
American DC-style rails. The unit 
includes LED lighting, sound output, 
and an array of animated functions in-
cluding spinning blades, and the ability 
to raise and lower the plow and turn the 
entire unit on its chassis by 180 degrees. 
The powered unit comes assembled 
and includes many separately applied 
details. This model is available from 
several North American hobby dealers, 
including TrainWorld (trainworld.com).

Roco, roco.cc

Above: Equipped with Westerman Multimodal 
Logistics trailers, Roco’s double-pocket wagon is a 
die-cast metal replica of a European T3000e inter-
modal freight car. The Era VI hinged car comes with 
three trucks fitted with AC wheels.

Below: Roco’s Dutch State Railways electric mul-
tiple unit is a two-part people mover that went into 
service in the mid-1960s. It was known by its nick-
name “apekop” (translating to English meaning 
“monkey head”) and operated in the Netherlands.

Right: This al l - in-one diesel -powered rai lcar 
model reproduces a contemporary Czech State 
Railways prototype that entered service in 2012. 
The model includes full interior detail with lighting.

TrainWorld
MRN223

FEBRUARY 15, 2023 $269.99

Bachmann
HO ALC-42 

Amtrak Day 1
50th 

Anniversary

#68303
DCC & Sound
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HO — Tangent Scale Models offers 
several fine-quality replicas of tank 
cars in the company’s HO line. 
Recently returning with a new 
production is the line’s General 
American 1917-design, 8,000-gallon, 
single-dome tank car with radial 
course appearance. This General 
American style was a very common 
example in the U.S. and Canada from 
its debut in 1917 to around 1970.
	 Tangent’s HO-scale replica pos-
sesses accurate details that differ 
between road names. These variations 
include KC- or AB-brake details, cars 
with or without Cardwell draft sill 
springs, different hand brake types, 
and more.
	 This production covers a wide 
range of years, from Dunbar Molasses 
and Syrup Company (shown above 
on the right) based on an early 
steam era 1919 prototype to an early 
1970s Burlington Northern water 
car (shown on right). The assembled 
tank car replica carries a $46.95 
suggested retail price. In addition to 
decorated tank cars, an unlettered 
black example is ready for decals, and 
kits are available.

Tangent Scale Models, tangentscalemodels.com

New release for Tangent Scale Models
HO-scale tank car

Above: These are the road names in the most recent 
production of Tangent Scale Models’ 1917-design 
General American 8,000-gallon tank car. Watch for 
a new release for the line’s 10,000-gallon tank car.
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N —ScaleTrains will offer a Rivet 
Counter-edition 48-foot Thrall coil 
steel car with hoods as a new addi-
tion to its line. The first production 
is estimated to ship by the end of 
June 2023. The replica will feature 
simulated wood interior  f loor , 
positionable load dividers, four 
coil steel loads, and more. Visit 
ScaleTrains online for information 
on this new N-scale release.

ScaleTrains, scaletrains.com

ScaleTrains will add Thrall 48-foot coil car
for Rivet Counter series in N scale

Above: Union Pacific 249140 is a G-110-89 class 
Thrall-built coil steel gondola with twin round-top 
hoods (prototypes ScaleTrains will bring to its Rivet 
Counter N-scale line). The car was rolling eastbound 
at Flatonia, Texas, on former Southern Pacific rails 
in August 2022. — Tony Cook photo

Below: These illustrations show several of the looks 
coming for the initial offering of ScaleTrains’ all-new 
coil car model. This model will reproduce Thrall’s 
48-foot steel hauling car with twin hoods. The as-
sembled model has a selling price of a bit less than 
$40 for this Rivet Counter release.
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HO — March is the target delivery 
date for a new Broadway Limited 
Imports Brass-Hybrid series steam lo-
comotive. This addition will replicate 
Chesapeake & Ohio’s (C&O) K-2 class 
Mikado 2-8-2 steam locomotive. Alco-
Richmond built C&O’s K-1, K-2, and K-3 
classes of Mikado-type motive power. 
The K-2s, which went to work in the 
1920s, possessed a booster enhancing 
the prototype’s tractive effort by 10 
percent versus K-3 siblings. They were 

Spring will bring C&O K-2 Mikado
from Broadway Limited as Brass-Hybrid in HO

considered Light Mikado and were 
common and popular C&O power for 
two decades operating freight and oc-
casionally passenger trains. Broadway 
Limited’s HO-scale K-2 Mikado (MSRP: 
$899.99) will reproduce the protoype’s 
appearance from the 1940s, with large 
Elesco feedwater heater and flying air 
pumps up front on the boiler face. The 
Vanderbilt-style tender matched up to 
these C&O Mikado steam locomotives 
included 12,000 gallons (12-VC) tenders 

later upped to 16,000 gallons (16-VC) 
examples (the release will include 
both tender sizes). The smaller tender 
Mikado releases will include C&O’s 
1166, 1182, and 1194; large tenders 
accompany C&O 1160, 1168, 1177, 
1196, and 1202. Painted and unlettered 
Brass-Hybrid Mikados will be offered 
for both tender sizes, while a brass finish 
release will come with the large tender. 

 
Broadway Limited Imports, broadway-limited.com
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HO & N  — Athearn’s December 
2023 release of FMC-prototype plug-
door boxcars with 5,327-cubic-foot-
capacity will include a new retooled 
model for the HO version with five 
road names for this 1:87 reproduction; 
the same group will be available in 
N scale.
	 This 50-foot boxcar is a common-
looking  example  o f  the  many 
incentive-per-diem freight cars that 
entered service in the 1970s (with a 
great many still in use today). This 
FMC model includes exterior-post 
or ribbed side design, nonterminat-
ing horizontal end design, and a 
wide insulated plug door. This 
is a 70-ton prototype and will be 
fitted with 33-inch metal wheels. 
The fully assembled model will 
come with McHenry plastic knuckle 
couplers. Among the coming roads, 
Athearn plans two “Primed for 
Grime” releases with patching and 
faded paint; those offerings are Bay 
Line (mid-2000s era car with BAYL 
reporting marks on a maroon body) 
and Quebec-Gatineau Railway (1990s 
appearance with QGRY reporting 
marks on faded car with tan band). 
The other releases are  Canadian 
Pacific (2021 green repaint with white 
CP reporting marks); Minnesota, 
Dakota & Western (1979 green car 
with white door); and New Orleans 
Public Belt (1977 orange car). Check 
Athearn’s website for road numbers 
and pricing information.

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

New FMC 5327 boxcar production
will see Athearn retool its HO edition

State Tool & Die  Co.
4780 Briar Road •  Cleveland, OH  44135

T - 216.267.6030  •  E - orders@statetoolanddie.com

Come visit our website! www.statetoolanddie.com   

4780 Briar Road •  Cleveland, OH  44135
T - 216.267.6030  •  E - orders@statetoolanddie.com

Come visit our website! www.statetoolanddie.com   

S&H - $8.00 (per order)   |   8% Tax - OH Residents

3 in 1 Hot
Metal Car

Pollack Hot 
Metal Car

CMA-720  •  HO Scale 
Price: $23.70 / 1 Pack
Now with metal wheel sets!

Now with metal wheel sets!

CMA-725  •  HO Scale 
Price: $27.45 / 1 Pack
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HO — Otter  Valley Railroad,  a 
C a n a d i a n - b a s e d  h o b b y  d e a l e r , 
enters the world of ready-to-run 
HO-scale freight car models with its 
all-new reproduction of National 
Steel Company’s 6,400-cubic-foot 
gondola. The prototype hauls scrap 
metal and trash and is a common 
sight in many areas across North 
America. This detailed HO-scale 
model sells for $64.99 direct from 
Otter Valley Railroad. In addition 

Otter Valley Railroad
delivers its first HO-scale freight car model

to singles,  six-pack sets will  be 
offered for $349.99.
	 T h e  g o n d o l a  ( w h i c h  w i l l  b e 
reviewed in Model Railroad News 
in the near future) will come in 
several sets. The first set includes 
AIMX (in three numbering series: 
1100, 14000, and 23000 with AIM 
logo)  and CDEX’s 16000 series . 
All paint schemes come in mul-
tiple road numbers. Otter Valley’s 
second set includes CMBX, DEAX, 

and two versions for CWSX (green 
c a r  w i t h  l a r g e  w h i t e  C a r d e l l a 
name); the third set includes IWXX, 
OAKX, WINX, and OFOX gondolas. 
A  f o u r t h  s e t  o f f e r s  u n l e t t e r e d 
gondolas (black or gray body) with 
yellow reflective markers and data 
labeling in place. You can find out 
more and place an order by visiting 
Otter Valley Railroad’s website.

 
Otter Valley Railroad, ovrtrains.com

UT6 
Utility Throttle

UT6D 
Duplex Utility Throttle

Compact size for easy one-handed operation

Color 1.5” LCD Screen

Full numeric keys for easy Locomotive selection

Fine speed control with a large encoder knob

Removeable LocoNet  cord®

Forward/Reverse toggle switch with Braking

Off/On switch, uses AA or BP600MH batteries
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HO — Aurora Miniatures Interna-
tional shows its progress with a test 
shot of its coming plastic HO-scale 
hi-cube boxcar model. The 50-foot 
excess-height freight car includes an 
insulated plug door and uncommon 
combination of vertical and horizon-
tal ribs or posts across its sides. The 
models will include detail variations 
to accurately depict six road names 
coming in the initial production: 
AOK, BKTY (Union Pacific), COER, 
FBOX (TTX Company),  I l l inois 
Central (CN era), and UCRY. 
	 Aurora Miniatures expects this new 
Gunderson/Greenbrier 6275 hi-cube 
boxcar model to ship this summer. At 
press time, sell price was not known 
for this offering. Check the company 
website for the lastest information.
Aurora Miniatures International, na.auroraminatures.com

Aurora Miniatures shares preview
for coming HO boxcar model

Above and Below: Aurora Miniatures International 
p lans to have this HO-scale reproduct ion of 
Gunderson/Greenbrier’s 6,275-cubic-foot-capacity 
hi-cube boxcar available in the near future. This 
version appears to be the late production underbody 
example (the release will include a slightly different 
arrangement of details for an earlier version).
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HO & N — Athearn will enhance its 
N-scale F89-F TOFC flatcar model for 
a new Genesis-series release coming in 
January 2024. The 1:160 reproduction 
will receive newly tooled coupler cut 
levers and new rubber trainline hoses, 
in addition to other details. Both HO 
(MSRP: $49.99) and N (MSRP: $43.99) 
flatcar models will offer the ability 
to place hitches in raised or lowered 
position. This 70-ton freight car model 
will ride on 33-inch wheels (rotating 
bearing caps will be included on HO 
versions). Road names include Kansas 
City Southern, Southern Pacific, and 
Trailer Train (1960s brown and 1980s 
yellow). Athearn will offer this group 
of decorations (with road numbers not 
included in the individual releases) as 
part of a set with a 45-foot Fruehauf 
Z-van trailer with an $84.99 list for 
HO and $69.99 for N sets.

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

Athearn F89-F TOFC flatcar returns
with upgrades in N and trailer sets in HO and N

Above and Below: Athearn’s F89-F TOFC flatcar will be a Genesis series release for both HO and N of-
ferings in 2024. The N-scale edition will be upgraded to join the Genesis line. The 89-foot flatcar will come 
in four decorations (shown above) and in four set releases (three show below and the fourth on page 70).

Menards

For more information and to order, visit

*Smoke shown is a
dramatization. See actual 
smoke effect on our website.

Illuminated headlight 
and number boards!

Fantastic smoke  
feature!*

The kitchen is busy fulfilling  orders at the Rocket Diner.  Check out the smoke  
billowing from the roof! You can almost smell the burgers and fries!

Electronic DINER sign with
blinking lighting pattern!

We'll Meet You At The Rocket!
ROCKET DINER 

HO Scale (279-8309)  |  O Scale (279-8322)

Includes seven figures, four 
tables with eight chairs, 
tons of bushes, planters 

with flowers, and Jack the 
German Shepherd
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HO — Rapido Trains’ Superior Stain-
less series will add a high-quality HO-
scale reproduction of a collection of 30 
Budd coach passenger cars delivered to 
Canadian Pacific (CP) in the mid-1950s. 
The model releases will cover those 
as-delivered examples through contem-
porary VIA Rail Canada roster members 
(that helped make up the backbone of 
most VIA services). The steam-heated 
CP version and later modified head-end 
power (HEP1 and HEP2 prototypes) are 
all part of Rapido’s tooling efforts for 
this release. The illustrations show the 
many liveries coming for this HO-scale 
passenger car model.

Rapido Trains, rapidotrains.com

Popular Canadian Budd coach car
coming from Rapido Trains in HO scale

Above: Budd constructed 30 examples of this fluted-side streamlined passenger car coach for Canadian 
Pacific in 1954 and 1955. Virtually all survived into VIA Rail Canada service beginning in 1978. In the late 
1980s, VIA upgraded the cars from steam heat to head-end power (HEP1 cars). VIA acquired several simi-
lar Budd cars from Amtrak and made similar modifications making these cars its HEP2 fleet. 
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ScaleTrains delivers two road names for its
new HO SD38-2, delay for others 

HO —The debut production for 
Sca leTra ins ’  a l l -new HO-sca le 
SD38-2 diesel locomotive model 
arrived at the company’s headquar-
ters in early December; however, 
inspection of the run found errors 
in production. Passing inspection, 
the manufacturer’s orange scheme 
Elg in ,  Jo l i e t  &  Eas tern  ( r ight ) 
and Frisco (below on the right) 
entered release and are available. 
The rest of the company’s Rivet 
Counter-series SD38-2 road names 
returned to China and will see a 
revised production. Those delayed 
SD38-2s include BC Hydro; Elgin, 
Jol iet  & Eastern’s  Bicentennial ; 
Southern Pacific; and Yankeetown 
Docks (both announced liveries). 
Watch for updates on this situation 
and a coming review for the Frisco 
SD38-2 release in Model Railroad 
News.

ScaleTrains, scaletrains.com

The all-new WRP Digital 
app is convenient and 

easy to use! For a limited 
time, become a beta 

tester for our new app 
that allows you to browse 
and read all your favorite 
magazines in one place. 

Get on board today! 

WRP Digital
for Android® and iOS® devices

Your favorite 
magazines at 

your fingertips!

Sign up at shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Each magazine requires its own membership. Limit of three 
FREE trial memberships per customer during the testing 

phase. Free trial access only available during testing phase 
ending March 31, 2023. Download the app from the Google® 
Play Store or the Apple® App Store. Screenshots may differ 

from actual user experience. See website for details. 

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions
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HO — Accurail is delivering sev-
era l  three -car  k i t  se t s  in  ear ly 
2023. The sets include a Midwest 
R a i l r o a d  r e l e a s e  ( 8 1 5 1 ,  M S R P : 
$64.98 – Chicago & Eastern Illinois, 
Monon, and Rock Island shown 
on right below) for the company’s 
ACF two-bay hopper. A Norfolk 
& Western USRA twin hopper set 

Several Accurail kit sets
due in early 2023

(8152) retails  for $58.98 (shown 
below left), and above is Accurail’s 
New York Central  and Hudson 
River set (8153, MSRP: $61.98) of 
36' wood boxcar kits.

Accurail, accurail.com

The Coach Yard

Pennsylvania RR Clockers

www.thecoachyard.com
Committed to Excellence

The Clockers departed from Broad 
Street Station, later 30th Street, 

Philadelphia, and from Penn Station, 
New York, every hour on the hour from 
6:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Consisting mostly 
of P70 air conditioned coaches, a heavy-
weight dining car was added to trains dur-
ing meal hours. The Coach Yard will offer 
6-car Clocker sets for the 1941-1948, and 
1952-1968 eras, as well as number of in-
dividual cars, FACTORY pro-finished: 
lettered and painted 
per prototype in HO 
scale. See your dealer
and make your 
reservations now!

FREE! 
Labelle's "How to" Video 

on our website

Order our #1001 3-pak set 
Today, everything you will 
need for HO, HOn3, S, O, 
On30,  Lionel, G, Scale Lo-
comotives and rolling stock.
Only $28.98

See our Similar #1002 set 
for N or Z Scale Trains

• Most Trusted name and #1 seller in Hobby Shops  
• Lubes for all scales of model trains, and all RC models 
• Economical to use, just a few drops usually all you need 

Please mention our Free Offer to your 
fellow model railroaders on any social 

media sites you belong to.
www.Labelle-Lubricants.com

www.greatdecals.comfor list, SASE to: William Mosteller
3306 Parkside Terrace - Fairfax, VA 22031

Great Decals!TM O•S•HO•N
SCALES

Southern Railway - 5 titles
RF&P - 6 titles
Virginian Railway - 28 titles
L&N - 16 titles
After Hours Graphics line,
Coupler gauges, and more!

AAA Plus Trains & Darts

www.northcoasthobby.com

DCCHobbySupply.com 

DCC Starter Sets 
Sound Decoders 

Detection/Signaling 
Turnout Control 

And So Much More 

Command/Boosters 

www.shawmutcarshops.com814-834-9455

ALL SCALES

307 NORTH MICHAEL ST.
ST. MARYS, PA 15857

-

29-PAGE CATALOG $7.00
 Refunded on orders of $50 or more

SHAWMUTT 

CUSTOM
DECALS

VINYL
LETTERING&

CAR SHOPS
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ModelRailroadNews.com

MTH Premier O-gauge
GP7 and GP9s due in April

O — Though the company announced 
some time ago that much of its tooling 
assets sold (like its HO- and S-scale 
line to ScaleTrains and select O items 
to Atlas), MTH Electric Trains contin-
ues to deliver new products. Due in 
April, MTH will have a collection of 
its Premier-series O-gauge GP7 and 
GP9 diesel locomotives available. 
	 The GP7 and GP9 plastic body 
shells  (which will come with select 
details made of metal and wire and 
separately applied) will possess 1:48 
scale proportions with traditional 
O-gauge combination truck/pilot/
coupler design to allow for operation 
on curves of O-31 and wider. MTH 
states these four-axle diesel locomo-
tive models will include scale Kadee 
compatible coupler mounting pads; 
and conversion to 2-rail is an option. 

The models (measuring nearly 15 
inches) will include controllable/di-
rectional LED lighting, twin flywheel-
equipped motors, the manufacturer’s 
ProtoSmoke exhaust system, and 
ProtoSound 3.0 digital electronics 
for use on MTH’s Digital Command 
System (also Digital  Command 
Control compatible).
	 There are five road names in this 
release, including Erie (black with 
yellow) and Western Maryland 
(black “fireball” scheme) for GP7s 
arriving this spring. There are three 
GP9s coming: Texas & Pacific (shown 
above); Toronto, Hamilton & Buf-
falo (maroon and cream); and Union 
Pacific (Armour Yellow with shield 
on cab sides late 1970s/1980 look). 

MTH Electric Trains, mthtrains.com

Great Prices !

1-888-Trains-5
For all your Model Train Needs

Since 1913

MB Klein

wwwwww..MMooddeellTTrraaiinnSSttuuffff..ccoomm

Find out Friday, December 30th 2022.
Tune in to Athearn via Facebook and YouTube 
Friday, December 30th at 3:30 pm CST to see 
what we are introducing. You’ll have until Friday, 
January 27th, to place your pre-order.

© 2023 Horizon Hobby, LLC. 608655

For more information and 
pricing, visit your favorite 

Athearn retailer or head to 
www.athearn.com

Photo credit: Noah McAllister Collection

WHAT IS 
ATHEARN UP 

TO NOW?
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H O  —  S c a l e T r a i n s  w i l l  b r i n g 
several of its recently acquired 
ex-MTH toolings back to market 
as additions to i ts  Kit  Classics 
series. These economically priced 
( a r o u n d  $ 2 0  e a c h )  H O - s c a l e 
freight cars reproduce common 
a n d  p o p u l a r  p r o t o t y p e s  ( l i k e 
Pullman-Standard’s PS-1 boxcar 
shown on the right and a four-bay 
hopper shown below). The models 
come decorated and the kit is easy 
to assemble and includes metal 
wheels and knuckle couplers.

ScaleTrains, scaletrains.com

ScaleTrains expands Kit Classics
offerings in HO scale

      Sat/Sun • February 4 - 5 Discount admission: gsmts.com
700+

jsgeare@gsmts.com
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N — Micro-Trains offers its 40-foot 
double-door boxcar (shown above) 
decorated for the late 1960s “Big 
Sky Blue” Great Northern image 
(068 00 520, MSRP: $28.95).  The 
company’s  “BNSF Fami ly  Tree 
Series” recently released a well-

Great Northern “Big Sky Blue”
from Micro-Trains in N scale

worn looking 50-foot double-door 
boxcar  (shown below) in  Great 
Northern patched for  BN,  with 
timber load showing on one side of 
the car (037 44 160, MSRP: $36.95).

Micro-Trains Line Co., micro-trains.com

Your HO & N Source For Your HO & N Source For 4400++ Years Years

lombardhobby.com 

BIG INVENTORY
VALUE PRICING
FAST SHIPPING
GREAT SERVICE

630.620.1084

524 E.  St. Charles Place
Lombard, Illinois 60148

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

                                                                    
 

www.micro-scale.com

New Whitney Glass(HO)

Pine Creek Paint & 
Coating Co. (HO)

Museum Quality Craftsmen Kits

These and Many More Kits
 & Parts Exclusively on Website

the

www.hostlertrainbox.com

World’s Best Train Storage and Transportation System

TM

www.hostlertrainbox.com

Holds up to:
96 HO Boxcars or 
48 Passenger Cars

4 Heavy Duty 
Foam lined Trays,

 Box, Slings all Included

MICRO-SCALE MODELS INC.

MICRO-SCALE PRESENTS
OUR COLLECTION:

Book 1: Jordan Spreader and Russell   Snow Plow
Book 2: Browning Locomotive Cranes, Volume 1: 1917 
Book 3: Budd Passenger Cars
Book 4: Properties & Plants of Bethlehem Steel Corporation: 1925
Book 5: Bucyrus-Erie Company Volume 1 
Book 6: Mining Locomotives of Ironton & General Electric Co.
Book 7: Roberts and Schaefer Co. Representative Work- 

Locomotive Coaling Plants 
Book 8: Heisler Locomotives Volume 1: 

Geared & Fireless Locomotives 
Book 9: Trolley Coaches Volume 1: Westinghouse 
Book 10: Gregg Railroad Cars 
Book 11: Vulcan Locomotives Volume 1: Gasoline Locomotives
Book 12: Western Wheeled Scraper Company: Western Dump Cars
Book 13: Plymouth Locomotives Volume 1
Book 14: Beyer-Garratt Articulated Locomotives
Book 15: Ohio Locomotive Crane Company Volume 1
Book 16: Lima Loco Works Volume 1 Super-Power Steam Locos
Book 17: Ingersol-Rand Locomotives
Book 18: Baldwin-Westinghouse Volume 1 Electric Locomotives
Book 19: Browning Locomotive Cranes Volume 2
Book 20: H.K. Porter Locomotives
Book 21: Pressed Steel Car Company Volume 1 Freight Cars
Book 22: Railway Electrification Volume 1 New Haven
Book 23: Industrial Brownhoist Corp Volume 1 Locomotive Cranes
Book 24: Alco Locomotives Volume 1

Book 25: Bucyrus-Erie Company Vol. 2
Book 26: General Motors Electro-Motive Division Vol.1
Book 27: Whitcomb Locomotives
Book 28: Westinghouse-Equipped Locomotives Vol. 1: 

Diesel-Electrics 10 to 80 Tons
Book 29: Railway Electrification Vol. 2: PRR & Cleveland Union Terminal
Book 30: Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Diesel-Electric Locomotives
Book 31: Passenger Cars Vol. 1 Bethlehem Steel & Pressed Steel Car Co. 
Book 32: General Electric Diesel-Electric Locomotives 
Book 33: Fairmont Railway Motors MOW & Work Equipment 
Book 34: Vulcan Locomotives Vol. 2 Steam & Diesel Locomotives
Book 35: Atlas Electric Locomotives
Book 36: Railroad Cranes
Book 37: Heisler Locomotives Vol 2 Geared Locomotives
Book 38: Fairbanks - Morse Locomotives Vol 1 Diesels
Book 39: Lakewood Cars Industrial Cars & Factoy Trucks
Book 40: Plymouth Locomotives Vol 2
Book 41: Davenport Locomotive Works Vol 1
Book 42: St. Louis Car Company City Cars
Book 43: Ingersoll-Rand Diesel Electrics Vol 2
Book 44: Virginian Railway: Demonstration Heavy Tonnage Handling
Book 45: Budd RDC Vol 1
Book 46: Browning Locomotive Cranes Vol 3
Book 47: General Motors Electro-Motive Div Vol 2
Book 48: Railway Electrification Vol 3 GN & Milw Road

wwwwww..rroonnssbbooookkss..ccoomm  
Ron’s Books P.O. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 • ronsbooks@aol.com

(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR 

All orders U.S. funds only. NY &CT res. add sales tax. Print name, address and phone. Credit card users add card number, CVC
code & expiration date. Allow 4 weeks delivery. All foreign orders sent airmail and billed accordingly. Checks payable to Ron’s Books.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

Manufacturers’ Catalog
Archive is a new series
of books from Silver-
Lake Images. We will be
releasing new books
every month, created
from rare historical
documents on a variety
of railroad topics.

Book 47
General Motors

Diesel
Locomotives

Volume 2
$35.00 each postpaid within US
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HO & N — Athearn plans another 
production of its American Car & 
Foundry 4,600-cubic-foot-capacity 
CenterFlow model for early 2024 
delivery. This covered hopper is a 
three-bay version and Athearn’s tool-
ing provides variation for three body 
styles. The manufacturer’s illustra-
tions (shown above) appear to show its 
Akron, Canton & Youngstown (gray 
hopper on top left with black ACY) as 
an early version (high-mounted brake 
wheel and horizontal side stiffener), 
while the other road names (Santa 
Fe, Soo Line, Union Pacific, Vermont 
Railway, and Western Pacific) share 
the model’s post-1971 design elements 
of low-mounted brake details and 
double side stiffeners running across 
the upper sides of the hopper bay 
exterior. The release will offer two 
road numbers for ACY and Vermont 
Railway, while the other coming road 
names will have two individual road 
numbers and a three-pack set. The 
three road numbers in the set are 
different than numbers in the single 
model offerings allowing for a total of 
five unique road numbers for Santa 
Fe, Soo Line, Union Pacific (with 
CNW reporting marks), and Western 
Pacific. The retail for HO Genesis 
single cars is $64.99 and $164.99 for 
three-packs (a discount of $29.98 
versus the individual car’s retail 
price); N-scale models list for $39.99 
with three-packs retailing for $99.99. 

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

New production coming for Athearn
4600 Covered Hopper in HO and N

Above: ATSF 313842 is a Ga-183 class freight car 
(at Fort Worth, Texas, in May 1992) and shows the 
look of Athearn’s coming Santa Fe 4600 release. 
— Dick Kuelbs photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Below: Western Pacif ic 11999 is an ACF 4600 
CenterFlow and this decoration (including ACI and 
COTS labeling) will be in Athearn’s new release. 
— Mark Hall photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Above: Six road names and at least two body style variations will be included in Athearn’s next Genesis-
series ACF 4600 CenterFlow covered hopper production. The HO freight car lists for $64.99 with a three-
pack available for each road name retailing for $164.99 (savings of nearly $30).
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Mid-1970s appliance boxcar
announced by ExactRail for HO release

HO — ExactRail will add a new freight 
car to its collection of fine-quality HO 
releases. This new model will repro-
duce Pacific Car & Foundry’s (PC&F) 
7,633-cubic-foot-capacity boxcar 
with sliding door. The excess-height 
60-footer will include exterior-post 
design and will ride on Barber S-2 
trucks with 33-inch metal wheels 
(accurately reproducing the 70-ton 
prototype). ExactRail’s HO model 
(designed, engineered, and tooled in 
the U.S.) will include a plastic body 
shell with many separately applied 
details.
	 This boxcar (which lacked extended 
cushion couplers) was an appliance 
carrier and sold to The Milwau-
kee Road, Missouri Pacific (and its 
Texas & Pacific subsidiary), and 
Western Pacific. ExactRail will offer 
as-delivered examples for all original 
owners. You will also find later era re-
paints (Canadian Pacific with MILW 
reporting marks, The Milwaukee 
Road, and Union Pacific with WP 
reporting marks) and an interesting 
patched Missouri Pacific offering. The 
model is expected to ship to hobbyists 
this spring, with several road names 
covering appearances for this PC&F 
boxcar from its mid-1970s arrival 
on the North American railroading 
scene to contemporary looks. Check 
ExactRail or TrainLife websites for 
availability and pricing information.

ExactRail, exactrail.com

Above: These are the original owners of Pacific Car 
& Foundry’s 60-foot excess-height boxcar. Built in 
1975, this 7,633-cubic-foot-capacity freight car 
features an exterior-post design and sliding door. 
This 70-ton boxcar was not equipped with cushion 
couplers and lacks extended coupler pockets (rep-
licating this prototype feature). Multiple road num-
bers will be available for each of these road names.
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HO — Electro-Motive Division’s 
(EMD)  “Tunne l  Mot or”  se r i es 
included SD45T-2 and SD40T-2 
offerings. Athearn plans a new col-
lection of its highly detailed HO-scale 
SD45T-2 with several road names 
and decorations. The models will 
include road-accurate attributes and 
come fully assembled and ready for 
operation or display. SoundTraxx’s 
Econami electronics will be used for 
DCC editions. These SD45T-2s carry a 
$169.99 suggested retail price for non-
sound versions and $239.99 list for 
DCC-sound examples. The “Primed 
for Grime” Cotton Belt models retail 
for $179.99 (non-sound) and $249.99. 
This release is due to arrive during 
January 2024.

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

Athearn announces new production
for HO SD45T-2

Above: Canadian National decorated with DMIR 
reporting marks shows 406 is on Duluth, Missabe  
& Iron Range’s roster after CN assumed control of 
the ore-hauling railroad in 2004. It is shown in 
August 2007, with another SD45T-2 (Missabe 403). 
— Jim Boyd photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Below: Neither road originally purchased EMD’s 
SD45T-2, though Bessemer & Lake Er ie and 
Canadian National would be looks for these six-
axle diesel locomotives following years of working 
for Southern Pacific. Athearn will offer CN and B&LE 
with ditch lights in this new production.

Below: In this announcement for HO-scale SD45T-
2s, Athearn includes an uncommon undecorated 
offering (available with and without DCC-sound). 
This release will include details matching Southern 
Pacific’s 9209–9260 roster examples.
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Above: SP 9329 (built in early 1974) looks clean, 
as it and an SD45 appear to be aiding Amtrak in this 
1979 view. Athearn will offer this original SD45T-2 
appearance with three road numbers (9338, 9340, 
and 9357). — Kevin EuDaly collection 

Below: Showing off late-era Rio Grande-influenced 
lettering, SP 9364 was at Clearing Yard in Bedford 
Park, Ill., in February 1995. Note the revised lighting; 
this will be captured on Athearn’s HO models where 
appropriate, as will ditch lights. — L. Begoli photo, 
Kevin EuDaly collection 

Right: Athearn’s SD45T-2 production due in early 
2024 will provide “Primed for Grime” Cotton Belt  
models (9383, 9395, and 9403), late-era speed 
letter SP (9335, 9343, and 9402), and a pair of Union 
Pacific repainted SD45T-2s (4819 and 4825) repre-
senting modified units as they looked in the early 
2000s.
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O — Lionel’s Legacy-series Electro-
Motive Division (EMD) SD40T-2 
brings this fan favorite “Tunnel 
Motor” variant of the immensely 
popular SD40-2 to the hobby com-
pany’s catalog for 2023. This render-
ing presents scale proportions and 
road-specific detailing, along with a 
wide range of operational features.
	 Lionel’s Legacy diesel locomotives 
come equipped with the ability to 
operate in Legacy Control mode, 
TrainMaster Command Control 
mode, and under conventional power 
with a standard transformer. You 
can also control this locomotive with 
Bluetooth using the manufacturer’s 
LionChief app, which supports 
Lionel Voice Control allowing the 
engineer to speak commands into a 
smart device via the LionChief app. 
This series of locomotives includes 
Odyssey II speed control, Legacy 
RailSounds audio output, and fan-
drive smoke exhaust. Depending on 
road name, this SD40T-2 (measuring 
more than 17 inches) offers function-
ing ditch lights, red emergency lights, 
class lights, and more. The model will 
operate on O-31 curves and wider.

Legacy-series SD40T-2 “Tunnel Motor”
due soon from Lionel in O

Above and Below: Lionel’s new O-gauge SD40T-2 
will include a mix of prototype and what-if decora-
tions. Western Pacific was not a six-axle buyer, but 
this Zephyr livery shows what a Tunnel Motor could 
have looked like for the road. Santa Fe was a major 
buyer of SD40-2s, but not Tunnel Motor variants. 
Lionel ’s SD40T-2 is an intr iguing of fer ing in 
Yellowbonnet livery. Note Lionel’s inclusion of typi-
cal Santa Fe details on the cab roof.
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Above and Right: Southern Pacific is the railroad 
that persuaded EMD to offer special versions of its 
SD40-2 and SD45-2 diesel locomotives. The re-
vised, low air intake at the rear of the long hood 
improved operation and is the spotting feature for 
Tunnel Motor SD40T-2s (like Lionel’s model) and 
the similar looking SD45T-2. The late-era speed 
lettering look of Lionel’s 8524 and the Kodachrome 
SP 8286 (at the lower right) follow prototype appear-
ances, while SP 8520 (right) provides collectors with 
a “Black Widow” look that never existed... until now.

Right: Southern Pacific 8235 at Dolores, Calif., on 
April 14, 1985. This SD40T-2 is from the same group 
o f  Tu n n e l  M o t o r s  t h a t  s a w  i n c l u s i o n  o n 
Susquehanna’s roster and is the basis for Lionel’s 
new model. — Russell Eslick photo, Kevin EuDaly 
collection 

Turn the page for more SD40T-2s

	 Each road name release includes 
three road numbers; two numbers 
are powered units (MSRP: $649.99 
each) and the third is a non-powered 
model (MSRP: $599.99) with lighting 
features and Lionel’s “Superbass” 
sound system. This is a “built-to-
order” production release; check 
with your hobby dealer for more 
information.
	 This release, due early spring, 
includes Santa Fe, Southern Pacific 
(three liveries), Susquehanna, and 
Western Pacific. 

Lionel, lionel.com
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Above: SP 8524 wears late-era speed lettering and 
appears in a colorful consist at Hicks, Texas, on 
November 10, 1999. This paint scheme and road 
number is one in Lionel’s O-gauge SD40T-2 produc-
tion. — James D. Spears photo, Kevin EuDaly col-
lection 

Below: UP 2928 shows its lower road number  (it 
was assigned 4498 at the time of the merger in the 
1990s); this SD40T-2 was built in 1979 as Southern 
Pacif ic 8555. The locomotive was at Houston, 
Texas, on November 16, 2006. — Paul Wester 
photo

Left: Ohio Central System 4025 (built as Southern 
Pacific 8520 in late 1978) shows off an attractive 
livery at Morgan Run, Ohio, on October 12, 2004. 
This SD40T-2 went on to serve Chicago, Fort Wayne 
& Eastern (a Genesee & Wyoming road) in the 
early 2010s. — Paul Wester photo
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 EMD SD40T-2 Diesel Locomotive 
with images from the Kevin EuDaly collection, Paul Wester collection, Terry E. Cook, and Randy Keller

Prototype Profile Gallery 

Right: Rio Grande 5375 approaches Moffat Tunnel’s 
west portal at Winter Park, Colo., in July 1981. The 
road operated the second largest fleet of SD40T-2s 
and was ready to buy more in the early 1980s, but 
received SD50s. The six-mile Moffat Tunnel was the 
longest bore on any SD40T-2 home system. 
— Terry E. Cook photo

Above: New York, Susquehanna & Western 3012  
(originally Southern Pacific 8242 built April 1980 by 
EMD) is between assignments at Ridgefield Park, 
N.J., on June 3, 2012. This is one of Lionel’s road 
numbers for its O-gauge SD40T-2. — Richard 
Louderback photo, Paul Wester collection 

Right: UP 8626 at Lordsburg, N.M., on November 
24, 2006. During its career under Rio Grande own-
ership, this SD40T-2 carried a nose-mounted light 
and was D&RGW 5369 built in 1975. Union Pacific 
would inherit Tunnel Motors from Rio Grande, 
Cotton Belt, and Southern Pacific. — Randy Keller 
photo
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Above: Kansas City Southern’s system is largely free of tunnels and the need for an SD40T-2 was for the 
“SD40-2” and not so much for the “T” modification. The road acquired both SD40T-2 and SD45T-2 locomo-
tives secondhand. KCS 6100 (originally SP 8524 pictured at the top of page 32) at Heavener, Okla., on 
October 19, 2004.  — Roger Bee photo, Randy Keller collection 

Right: Helm Financial (HLCX) 6141 was in Kansas 
City in late September 2005, and looking fresh 
though it was nearly three decades old and began 
as Rio Grande 5375. EMD’s SD40-2 series were 
reliable and sold in large quantities, which made 
them prime candidates for secondhand ownership 
and leasing work later in their lives. — Paul Wester 
photo

Below: Tri-City Railroad Company (TCRY) is a 
Class 3 road based in Kennewick, Wash. Roster 
information shows a half-dozen SD40-2s (31–36), 
with TCRY 37 (shown at Richland, Wash., in 2021) 
listed as the lone SD40T-2. This Tunnel Motor was 
built as Rio Grande 5399 in March 1980 and is one 
of the newest examples of this EMD locomotive. 
— Paul Wester photo
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EMD SD40T-2
Production 1974–1980
Denver & Rio Grande Western
– 73 units (5341–5413)
St. Louis Southwestern “Cotton Belt”
– 10 units (8322–8326; 8372–8376)
Southern Pacific
– 229 units (8230–8299; 8300–8321;8327–
8341; 8350–8371; 8377–8391; 8489–8573)

Above: Larry’s Truck & Electric Service (LTEX) 8318 was the proprietor of this 
SD40T-2 in 2003, as it rested in the sun at Kansas City. Southern Pacific mo-
tive power was infamous for its well-used appearance and this 1978-built Tunnel 
Motor is an excellent example. The unit received a coat of solid black not long 
after this photo was taken. — Curt Jans photo, Randy Keller collection 

Below: This view of Rio Grande 5390 (taken near Eagle, Colo., on the road’s 
Tennessee Pass line in June 1979) shows the modified appearance of the rear 
section of the long hood for this Tunnel Motor variant of EMD’s big-selling SD40-
2. This locomotive retained its Rio Grande livery (with Union Pacific patching) 
for at least a decade after the mid-1990s merger. — Terry E. Cook photo
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Beautiful Brass Goose
Broadway Limited’s Santa Fe “Blue Goose”

Above: Santa Fe’s 3460 was built by Baldwin and 
was easily the most noteworthy of the railroad’s 
3460-class, and perhaps also the rest of the road’s 
steam roster. These 1937-built 4-6-4s served Santa 
Fe for nearly two decades. Research information 
indicates this sleek Blue Goose (delivered in 
January 1938) was a assigned to protect the sched-
ules of Santa Fe’s first class passenger trains east 
of La Junta, Colo., and was not assigned to a spe-
cific train or run when new.

Broadway Limited Imports’ (BLI) 
is not the first HO rendition of 
Santa Fe’s famous “Blue Goose” 

steam locomotive, but it is the newest 
and one of the best to date. This 
Brass-Hybrid 4-6-4 steam locomotive 
replica was produced during spring 
2022 (this review sample is stamped 
August, 8, 2022 on its inner packaging, 
which is a neat inclusion for modelers 
and especially collectors) and it’s a 
combination of brass, plastic, and other 
components. This is a reproduction of 
a one-of-a-kind locomotive, though 
BLI covers various looks for Santa Fe 
3460 across its service life (1939 into 
the early 1950s). The run also presents 

Review HO

Review by Tony Cook 

Broadway Limited Imports
Brass Hybrid Paragon 4 HO-scale
4-6-4 Blue Goose steam locomotive
with DCC, sound, and smoke
 
Santa Fe 3460 
as-delivered appearance 
with 3460 on tender
7350, MSRP: $899.99 

Broadway Limited Imports 
broadway-limited.com

Below: This Baldwin Locomotive Works builder’s 
view, included in Joseph Strapac’s Santa Fe Steam 
Compendium, Voume Two: Modern Locomotives 
(reviewed on pages 92-93 in this edition of Model 
Railroad News), shows you what lies beneath the 
beautiful blue, sleek shroud of Santa Fe’s Blue 
Goose. Only Santa Fe 3460 received this coat of 
two-tone blue colors, while the rest of this class 
(3461–3465) possessed a more traditional appear-
ance for locomotive and tender exterior.

an unlettered brass finish Blue Goose 
(with as-delivered detail). There is also 
a trio of models BLI produced exclu-
sively for two hobby dealers (Factory 
Direct Hobbies and TrainWorld) that I 
share information and views of at the 
conclusion of this review.  
	 For those not wanting to have to make 
one goose fit various eras of operation, 
you’ll find BLI covered no less than 
five versions (as-delivered with two 
lettering presentations on this edition’s 
tender), early 1939, 1941, 1950, and 
1951–1953 versions. The major spotting 
feature demarcation line is between the 
pair of as-delivered Blue Goose models 
and the other offerings, with those two 
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Above: Broadway Limited’s HO-scale Blue Goose 
acquires its power from electricity running through 
your rails; Santa Fe’s version operated with oil. The 
Brass-Hybrid series replica features an oil-style 
tender that includes functioning rear red light and 
houses audio electronics. The rear of the tender 
comes equipped with a metal knuckle coupler.

Left: This Baldwin promotional piece highlights 
Santa Fe’s Blue Goose and its cousins in the East 
serving New Haven. While Santa Fe bought the 
shrouded special treatment (reportedly a more than 
$15,000 upgrade in 1937), New Haven indulged in 
multiple examples from Baldwin for its roster. This 
Baldwin advertisement is included in the chapter 
covering the road’s 3460-class in Santa Fe Steam 
Compendium, Volume Two: Modern Locomotives.

as-delivered models featuring wider 
skirting or shrouding covering the lead 
cylinder above the pilot trucks on the 
locomotive. The other versions (early 
1939 through 1951–1953 models) lack 
this wider covering but receive a black 
smoke lifter extension not found on 
as-delivered replicas.

The $15,000 Streamline Package
	 According to Joseph A. Strapac in 
his Santa Fe Steam Compendium, Volume 
Two: Modern Locomotives, “Historians 
agree that the American steam locomo-
tive reached its design zenith around 
1937.” This was the time when Santa 
Fe’s 3460-class came into being. 
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Bought from Baldwin Locomotive 
Works, Santa Fe’s order for six 4-6-4s 
(3460–3465) cost more than $150,000 
each, with the last to arrive (3460) 
coming with streamlined shrouding 
costing the road $15,028 more than 
the standard setup of the other five 
3460-class members. Similar to New 
York Central’s 4-6-4-design Hudson-
type, Santa Fe’s 4-6-4s delivered in this 
3460-class rank as both most powerful 
and largest of this wheel arrangement. 
Assignments for these locomotives 
included three hauling Santa Fe’s 
Fast Mail service and the other pair 
of regular body 4-6-4s covering the 
Chief between Chicago and Kansas 
City. When the Blue Goose came at 
the beginning of 1939, the 3460-class 
reportedly moved to Chief runs be-
tween Chicago and La Junta, Colo. First 
operating at a top speed of 80 mph, 
this rule was revised to 90 mph east 
of Kansas City and 100 mph west of 
Kansas City to the southern Colorado 
town of La Junta. As diesels began 
taking priority assignments, this group 
of 4-6-4s bumped down to second sec-
tion duty on Fast Mail trips, and pulled 
trains like Santa Fe’s Antelope, California 
Limited, Grand Canyon Limited, and 
Scout. The Antelope (between Kansas 
City and Oklahoma City) appears to 
be the last regular passenger job for 
this class. As of the beginning of 1953, 
most found their new job was standing 
still in storage lines at Kansas City’s 
Argentine Yard. A reprieve, thanks to 
special Boy Scout trains, put the group 

back to work in mid-1953 with the 
last reported revenue run coming in 
late 1953, in a combined steam/diesel 
consist pulling the Ranger between 
Newton and Emporia in southern 
Kansas. Santa Fe’s 3460 Blue Goose was 
brought back to life in early 1954 one 
last time for a cameo role in a publicity 
film marking the dieselization of the 
railroad. After its time under steam 
again and before movie cameras, 3460 
was back in the storage line and not 
known to be fired again. Santa Fe’s 3463 
was spared from a sale of the 3460-class 
to a Kansas City-area scrapper in 1956. 
The Blue Goose 3460 along with 3461, 
3462, 3464, and 3465 were cut up, while 
3463 moved west for display in Topeka, 
Kan. The bulk of my research into the 
prototype was performed examining 
the mentioned Joseph A. Strapac Santa 
Fe Steam Compendium, Volume Two: 
Modern Locomotives published by the 
Santa Fe Railway Historical & Model-
ing Society (sfrhms.org) and reviewed 
in this edition of Model Railroad News. 
I also found S. Kip Farrington’s 1972 
book, The Santa Fe’s Big Three: The 
Story of the World’s Greatest Locomotives 
(David McKay Co., Inc.), a good 
reference; as is Lloyd Stagner’s “Blue 
Goose and Kin” article included in the 
June 1985 edition of Trains magazine. 

Blue Goose in Brass
	 The appeal of a brass replica to a 
modeler is well-known, and is even 
more alluring to the ardent collector 
of all things HO scale. I certainly lean 

more toward collecting than serious 
operating but find Broadway Limited’s 
Brass-Hybrid series speaks to both 
operators and collectors. A downside 
to many older, vintage brass pieces, 
especially steam locomotive efforts, 
was their less than appealing perfor-
mance that could quickly spoil the 
love that their intricate and beautiful 
exteriors had kindled with their owner. 
Here’s where a “best of both worlds” 
situation shows its strength in this 
series of BLI offerings. You receive an 
awesome brass replica and it rides on 
a reliable mechanism. Another benefit 
is the asking price. I would expect a 
traditional brass Blue Goose imported 
today to cost a minimum of two to 
three times the $899.99 retail BLI places 
on this combination Brass-Hybrid HO 
release.
	 For this release, BLI provides a 
solid-performing mechanism (located 
over the drivers) with rubber traction 
tires covering the tread of the rear 
drivers for enhanced pulling power. 
The lighting is LED equipped and 
illumination begins with the headlight 
and continues down the boiler with the 
number boards lit (two per side, and 
separately controllable under digital 
operation). The cab interior includes 
lighting and the rear cab roof has a light 
(as did the prototype). The tender’s 
back end includes a single red light 
mounted above the roofline. As part 
of BLI’s recent Paragon 4 electronics 
enhancements, you’ll discover the 
guide and a single sheet function 
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Above and Below: This HO-scale release comes in multiple versions covering a range of looks for this 
one-of-a-kind roster member. The dark blue wider upswept shrouding covering the cylinders and residing 
over the lead trucks near the front of the boiler is an as-delivered feature. Broadway Limited’s model in-
cludes two lettering styles for this original appearance (with and without the white 3460 number on the 
tender sides), plus examples with less skirting and other changes providing model railroading enthusiasts 
with Blue Goose reproductions based on 1939, 1941, 1950, and 1951–1953 prototypical setup.

By-The-Numbers
4-6-4 “Blue Goose”

Broadway Limited Imports
HO 1:87 • Type: Steam Locomotive

Pull Power (Ozs @ Full Slip)

Pull	 ÷	 Loco Wt	 =	 Efficiency 
13.6	 32.2	 .42%

DCC
Throttle Setting			   Scale MPH
Min				    2.6
Mid				    51
Top				    81
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Above and Below: The tender on Broadway Limited’s HO-scale Blue Goose is brass construction, with 
numerous detail parts added to the finely rendered body shell. The shade of blue on the trucks and un-
derbody (of both the tender and locomotive) are darker, as per prototype, than the two hues employed 
across the upper parts of this 4-6-4 model. One area of some discussion is the pickup design, you see 
the brass tabs collecting from the outer axles of the tender trucks. The forward pair of axles collects track 
power from the fireman’s side; the rear tender’s outer axles pull in current from the engineer’s side of the 
model. BLI’s recently revised excellent-design plastic coupler pocket is screw-mounted to the rear of the  
tender. Note there are two round speakers located in the tender center outputting through the floor.

key listing have some variation in 
what they say each does. In addition, 
Paragon 4 provides a standard and 
professional mode that can make select 
functions and/or features perform 
a bit differently depending on the 
model selected. I also found found 
F18 controls the bright white light over 
the back of the locomotive cab and 
F20 will toggle on/off the red light on 
the tender, but neither of these lights 
functions in a traditional directional 
operation style. The only light feature 
I can find semi-lacking is the tiny 
classification lights on the top front of 
the boiler. These lights are represented 

by jewels (which look fine), but some 
may feel with all the attention afforded 
the rest of the release’s lights that this 
is a missed opportunity... though 
certainly not a big deal. The sound 
effects include more than whistle, 
bell, and chug-chug audio. Take the 
time to read over the included listing 
sheet and you’ll be rewarded with 
sounds for multiple toots of the whistle 
automatically strung together and 
played by pressing F13; F24 repro-
duces a long-sounding whistle; and 
F22 toggles through whistle styles. 
Additional sound output includes 
station sounds (F14), yard radio chatter 

(F15), maintenance crew chatter (F16), 
and more. The sound quality (emitted 
from two large round speakers aimed 
downward and sending sound out 
through grates in the tender floor) was 
good. This model includes a smoke 
unit and its delivery of oil-based smoke 
effect was the usual from BLI, and fine 
for those who appreciate it. I like that 
Broadway Limited includes smoke as 
an option (now on both HO steam and 
select diesel locomotive releases). You 
have two easy methods for control of 
smoke output. A function key (under 
Digital Command Control use) allows 
you to toggle smoke on and off. In 
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Above and Below: The locomotive includes a traction tire on its back driver and the two drivers ahead of 
it pick up power. The fireman’s side driver wheels (on top in the view below) collect electricity from their 
side of the track and the other side of those lead driver wheels are a source for power on the engineer’s 
side. The lead and trailing locomotive trucks are dummies and non-conductive. The mentioned concern 
on pickup relates to the number of conductive wheels (you could possibly wire the tender’s center axles 
for pickup if your trackwork or experience makes this an issue). BLI did include its Go Pack keep-alive 
capacitor; however, it appears to be in line in such a way that under challenging conditions there is an 
occasional flicker of the LED lighting or less than smooth operation of the synchronized smoke. 

Right: BLI’s HO-scale Blue Goose arrives assem-
bled and ready for service. Included with this re-
lease, you’ll find a small black plastic funnel for 
protecting the body during smoke fluid refilling down 
its stack; there is also a small tool and two replace-
ment traction tires for possible future need. In ad-
dition, there is a small screw and a detail part (shown 
on right attached to the lead pilot truck). This was 
left off the model to benefit its track ability around 
tight curves. You can remove the pilot truck by tak-
ing out the single screw securing it to the locomotive; 
on top of the pilot truck you’ll see a small opening 
on a forward corner. The speed recorder detail 
hangs from this opening and is held by the provided 
screw. The detail mounts over the outside lead axle 
as shown. The early version Blue Goose with ad-
ditional coverage of its skirting or shrouding in this 
location is likely the challenge for this in operation 
around tight curves. It is easily added or removed, 
if you wish to see about its use on your pike.
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Above: A drawbar serves to secure Broadway Limited’s HO-scale Blue Goose locomotive with its tender. 
You’ll also see the semi-permanent wires above the drawbar; there is enough give in the wire length to 
handle the locomotive and tender models and slide the two-position drawbar over the post located on the 
tender. The plate on the rear floor of the cab raises and lowers. Note the color-accented backhead detail 
and the painted crew figure riding in the cab of this Brass-Hybrid HO-scale steam locomotive release.

addition, you’ll find a slider switch 
located under the cab and over the 
trailing locomotive truck that can be 
positioned on or off. I evaluated this 
sample’s performance with a Digitrax 
(digitrax.com) Zephyr Plus DCC 
unit and loop of Kato (katousa.com) 
Unitrack with 24-inch radius curves 
and Bachmann (bachmanntrains.com) 
E-Z Track with 18-inch radius curves. 
This model was a smooth runner from 
its pass around the test track and 
onward. I set the drawbar between 
locomotive and tender in its minimum 
distance position for the 24-inch curve 
running, and widened the distance to 
the slightly longer drawbar distance for 
testing on the 18-inch curves. In both 
situations this model did fine, with 
no derailments or challenges across 
the pilot and cab idler trucks, drivers, 
and six-axle tender wheels (any of 
which can cause behavioral issues 
on other and older steam locomotive 

offerings). The low-end performance, 
while smooth, measured down to 
only about 2 mph. My understanding 
is that those who have installed a 
different decoder have had success 
getting slower speeds from BLI’s 
mechanisms. The manufacturer did 
recently host an online survey asking 
what options were important and what 
features buyers would like to see; it’s 
my understanding that a DCC-ready 
alternative was a frequently requested 
addition for the company’s line. The 
data from the survey was still being 
acquired when I discussed this topic 
with BLI’s Ken Silvestri before a recent 
livestream event with TrainWorld TV 
(youtube.com/@TrainWorldTV) and 
no decisions were yet formulated. The 

wheels and coupler height checked out 
fine and I found the pulling power was 
very good (see the included By-The-
Numbers section).
	 The paint finish (three shades of 
blue from top to bottom, along with 
aluminum accents) was great on this 
sample. MRN’s review Blue Goose is 
an as-delivered version with the tender 
showing both Santa Fe’s name and 
the 3460 road number. Comparing the 
model to various prototype pictures, 
I like the representation of the round 
nose and curved shroud casing. The 
only areas that came up slightly short 
were the model’s whistle detail on the 
locomotive, labeling of the builder’s 
plate on the forward boiler sides, and 
the air intake section before the smoke-
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Wild Geese

Broadway Limited Imports has covered several, 
if not all, Santa Fe prototype looks with its HO-
scale Brass-Hybrid series Blue Goose releases. 
There are more geese roaming for collectors to 
hunt down. Utilizing the later version body (for-
ward skirting on locomotive removed and smoke 
lifter applied to the stack), BLI produced two 
Black Goose offerings sold exclusively through 
Factory Direct Hobbies (factorydirecthobbies.
com) and a Baltimore & Ohio “Royal Blue” release 
only available from TrainWorld (trainworld.com). 
All three are limited production; check with the 
noted hobby dealers for stock.

Factory Direct Hobbies’ pair of Black Goose re-
leases include one version (7357) with stainless-
steel trim and red background Santa Fe herald 
on the nose (this model is shown above on the 
right). The other Factory Direct Hobbies exclusive 
release (shown on the center right), also a fan-
tasy paint scheme (7358), gives you a possible 
future repaint in Santa Fe’s basic steam locomo-
tive look of the early 1950s, with large railroad 
name and road number present on the tender 
sides (matching the appearance of non-stream-
lined 3460-class roster members). This all-black 
4-6-4 retains its Blue Goose-style Santa Fe 
herald, but presents it in the same muted appear-
ance with black background and silver f inish 
circle-cross. For those arguing plausibility, I find 
this all-black rendition something that could have 
happened if a complete repainting was ordered 
in the early 1950s. Both Factory Direct Hobbies 
special Black Goose models carry Santa Fe road 
number 3460.

New York’s TrainWorld model goes in a com-
pletely different direction for its exclusive Brass-
Hybrid 4-6-4 offering based on Broadway Limited 
Imports’ Santa Fe Blue Goose tooling. This 
model (7359) is decorated for Baltimore & Ohio’s 
(B&O) 5301 streamlined 4-6-2 locomotive that 
was one of four P-7 “President” class roster 
members (5301–5304 and making up the P-7d 
sub class) in this scheme and a similar stream-
lined shroud that  pulled the road’s Cincinnatian 
service. This train originally operated between 
Baltimore, Md., and Cincinnati, Ohio, beginning 
1947. B&O revised its Cincinnatian in 1950 to a 
daytime journey connecting Detroit, Mich., with 
its namesake city. 

stack. The whistle seemed a tad thin 
on definition, and maybe something 
different beyond solid gold paint 
would enhance its look. The round 
builder’s plate is pad printed and I 
think a raised, separate piece would 
do this item better service. Finally, the 
grate pattern of the air intake seemed 
a bit thick on my sample; this could be 
due to paint adding thickness to this 
fine set of openings. Otherwise, this 
locomotive is a beauty and delight to 
operate. The boiler and tender detail 
and well-executed, with loads of rivets 
to count and many separate details. The 
wire railings (factory-installed on both 

locomotive and tender models) were 
uniform in appearance all around this 
HO-scale steam locomotive with no 
odd bends or uneven alignment. 
	 I noted this was not HO’s first Blue 
Goose. Check out my “From The 
Archive” column in this edition for 
a brief survey of past attempts that 
include AHM’s plastic Blue Goose 
of the 1970s made by Rivarossi and 
several brass imports of this famous 
streamlined 4-6-4 steam locomotive.
	 The model comes in Broadway 
Limited’s newer, white packaging. 
The locomotive and tender are nestled 
in a clear plastic shell with separate 

clear side sections, and all slide into a 
clear frame housing. The inner casing 
fits into a white cardboard tray with 
a cutout section for the user guide; 
all of this slides into a protective 
outer white cardboard sleeve. This 
is another impressive addition to 
Broadway Limited’s Brass-Hybrid 
series. Watch for coverage of BLI’s  
Brass-Hybrid Texas & Pacific 2-10-4 
in the near future in Model Railroad 
News. See page 21 in this edition for 
news of BLI’s Chesapeake & Ohio K-2 
Mikado project, another Brass-Hybird 
steam locomotive due in the near 
future. 
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Iconic Illinois Central Caboose
Tangent Scale Models’ Centralia Wide-Vision

Review HO

Review by Tony Cook 

Tangent Scale Models HO-scale
Centralia Wide-Vision Caboose
 
Illinois Central 9469
60210-04, MSRP: $119.95 
 
Illinois Central Gulf 199407
60211-02, MSRP: $119.95 

Tangent Scale Models 
tangentscalemodels.com

Tangent Scale Models adds an-
other caboose to its collection of 
HO-scale replicas with the arrival 

of Illinois Central’s (IC) Centralia Shops 
steel-body, wide-vision example. This 
offering joins the previously released 
Baltimore & Ohio and New York 
Central bay window caboose reproduc-
tions in Tangent’s line. Like those way 
cars, this wide-vision caboose offers a 
wealth of separate details on a hyper-
accurate multi-piece plastic body that 
comes with interior, and LED lighting 
effects.

Above: A new high-quality caboose arrives in HO with this Tangent Scale Models release. Illinois Central’s 
Centralia Shops built a series of wide-vision way cars for the railroad’s use. Tangent tackles 1970 produc-
tion prototypes with this first release. These cabooses came lettered for Illinois Central and wore the new 
orange corporate image adopted in the late 1960s. This appearance received name and slight herald revi-
sion for the 1972 creation of Illinois Central Gulf. 

Centralia Goes Wide
	 IC’s southern Illinois Centralia Shops 
worked on many interesting projects 
for the railroad. The facility built older 
caboose fleets (such as the side-door 
prototype replicated in HO many 
years ago by the Centralia Shops hobby 
brand) and revisited the way car with 
the wide-vision concept in the 1960s. 
The initial effort was a group of 50 
all-steel cabooses with an overhanging 
cupola mounted near the center of the 
body’s roofline. This design served 
in an outsourced group of 50 more 
examples assembled by freight car 
builder Darby Corporation in 1968. 
The caboose fleet Tangent Scale Models 
selected for its HO replica is the group 
of 200 constructed by Centralia Shops 
between 1970 and 1972. These early 
1970s wide-vision cabooses continued 
the road’s shop design of a riveted 

body like the initial 1966 group (the 
Darby collection featured welded side 
panels). The 100 cabooses assembled in 
1970 can be spotted by their Stanray-
made reverse-diagonal roof pattern; 
the 1972 group of 100 more received 
Pullman-Standard roof panels with 
that builder’s trademark “bow-tie” 
appearance. Both groups built in the 
1970s came on roller bearing trucks (the 
1966 set rolled on friction trucks). 
	 This sizable roster of wide-vision 
cabooses journeyed behind trains on 
IC rails and later Illinois Central Gulf 
across the expanded system. As the 
corporation diversified in the 1970s, it 
seemed to outgrow its railroad origins 
and, in a downsizing program of the 
1980s, the ICG system formerly span-
ning more than a dozen Midwestern 
states began shrinking. The sale of lines 
created several new regional railroads, 



51MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — FEBRUARY 2023

Above: IC caboose 9578 shows off the road’s bright new image in this 1970 view. In 1967, Illinois Central 
dropped its Green Diamond herald and basic black dress (shown on IC 400 on the left) for this flashy orange 
and modern split-rail I-ball herald. Note the bend in the rooftop access ladder on the porch of this wide-
vision caboose, which is accurately depicted on the model (shown below). — Jim Boyd photo, Kevin EuDaly 
collection 

like the short-lived Chicago, Missouri 
& Western (CMNW); the more suc-
cessful MidSouth (which now resides 
as part of Kansas City Southern’s 
system, as do portions of what once 
was CMNW’s route). Both CMNW 
and MidSouth are represented in 
Tangent Scale Models’ first release, as 
both roads obtained not only track but 
equipment from Illinois Central during 
their 1980s startups. Examples of these 
Centralia-built wide-vision cabooses 
continue to soldier on with Canadian 
National (successor to the late 1980s 
downsized system that brought back its 
original IC name), with “wet noodles” 
appearing on Oxide Red repainted 
roster members that continue in service 
in the 21 century use. 

Tangent’s Knockout Caboose
	 This caboose is one I literally grew up 
seeing. My Illinois hometown became a 
dot on the new ICG map in 1972 and I 
was six years old when I began seeing 
these long cabooses rolling behind 
trains on a regular basis. Even though 
I was familiar with these cars, I must 
admit that as I removed the first sample 
from its sturdy two-piece cardboard 
box, and pulled the wrapped caboose 
replica from its secure resting place 
of inner foam, I was disappointed 
to notice the end ladders (on both 
ends no less) looked bent outward a 
portion of the way up their path to the 
caboose roof. I pulled the next sample 
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Above: Measuring 52 feet (over its coupler faces), 
this is a long wide-vision caboose. Tangent Scale 
Models accurately reproduces the underbody 
details, making this an intricate and amazing rendi-
tion of this way car. The release comes assembled 
with a magnet wand for controlling the factory- 
installed lighting, which includes interior and end 
lights.

Below: Ryan Crawford has a Chicago, Missouri & 
Western wide-vision caboose from Tangent Scale 
Models and he will review it in a coming edition of 
Model Railroad News.

and found the same situation. When I 
unpackaged a third and confirmed this 
again, I stopped went for prototype 
images. Indeed, Tangent’s model is 
hyper-accurate and these roof access 
ladders do have an outward angle... 
how did I not notice this before and 
over all these years?! This is a great 
thing about a well-executed replica; it 
should have the owner questioning fine 
and not-so-fine details, and discovering 
the miniature rendition is on the mark!
	 This wide-vision caboose checked 
fine when compared to plans for IC’s 
real example. Though at a glance this 
caboose might seem like a wide-vision 
International Car Co. or other make, 
you quickly appreciate IC’s longer 
design... these were long cabooses. 
The model feels hefty and weighs in 
at five ounces. Its coupler height is 
fine and it includes extended cushion 
design for the coupler pocket. The 
plastic body includes clear window 
inserts, which you can peer into and 
see the multi-color interior detail. A 
magnet wand is provided and with this 
tool you can toggle end and interior 
lighting on/off (a great feature). The 
work on the three samples I examined 

was even and excellent across them all. 
The model comes with a bag of color 
signal paddles (these fit on the ends of 
the car sides, look for them in prototype 
pictures). In addition to orange Illinois 
Central dress with “Main Line of Mid-
America” slogan on its sides and the 
1974 ICG shared in this review, the run 
covers the spartan looks ICG adopted 
by the late 1970s. There is a 1978 simpli-
fied ICG and a very late 1987 ICG with 
white background herald. Tangent 
covers the years after portions of ICG’s 
system were downsized with a gray 
new-image Illinois Central release; 
Chicago, Missouri & Western; and 
MidSouth offerings. Those with an 
interest in more contemporary times 

will find two Oxide Red caboose of-
ferings lettered for Canadian National 
(accurate for 2005 and 2007 and later 
appearances). Assembled and orange 
painted replicas are offered for both 
roof styles in this production. Those 
wanting a craftsman-level build will 
find Tangent Scale Models includes 
undecorated kits in this release.
	 This caboose was on my bucket list, 
as an Overland Models’ brass replica... 
I’m thrilled to see this prototype join 
the Tangent Scale Models catalog, thus 
bumping it from my brass wish list. 
These caboose replicas are available 
direct from Tangent and from members 
of its dealer network. 
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Check Out the Checkerboard
Green Bay & Western C-424 from Atlas

 
Review by Tony Cook 
Model Photos by Shane T. Mason 

Atlas Classic Series HO-scale
C-424 locomotive
Gold Series with DCC and sound
 
Green Bay & Western 320
10 003 286, MSRP: $279.95 
 
Atlas Model Railroad Co. 
atlasrr.com

Review HO

Atlas’ HO-scale Alco C-424 is 
one of a half-dozen diesel 
locomotive options in the 

manufacturer’s stable of Classic Series 
offerings; others include the similar 
C-425 and Alco RS-3, RSD-4/5, and 
RS-11, as well as Electro-Motive Divi-
sion’s (EMD) GP7. These toolings all 
have a basis in the Atlas line prior to 
its contemporary era and branding 
(which dates to the start of the 2000s, 
more or less). Though these plastic 

shell locomotives have some years on 
them, they migrated from their original 
manufacturer and have benefited from 
internal and external enhancements 
and innovations over the years under 
this current Classic branding.
	 This review shares an example from 
what appears to be the ninth release 
from Atlas (again under Classic brand-
ing) for this HO-scale four-axle Alco 
C-424 diesel locomotive model. This 
run came in Silver (standard DC setup 
with 21-pin socket for conversion to 
Digital Command Control) and Gold 
editions. This review’s model is a Gold 
example with onboard DCC decoder 

and audio output using ESU-made 
electronics. This Green Bay & Western 
(GBW) C-424 shows a later era and 
simplified look for the road’s red livery. 
Atlas provides two road numbers (320 
and 322) for the Phase I edition of this 
four-axle Alco diesel, with GBW 312 
and 313 included in this C-424 run 
with Phase II body. This same scheme 
was offered by Atlas for a Phase III 
version C-424 carrying road number 
314, released around 2010. The early 
phase (angled rear number boards are 
a main spotting feature) was previously 
produced by Atlas in this same GBW 
dress in 2005 with road numbers 
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Facing Page and Above: Alco’s Century series 
went head-to-head with General Electric’s then-new 
U-Boats and EMD’s early second-generation motive 
power options. Introduced in 1963, this 2,400-hp 
diesel locomotive tried to convince buyers to select 
Alco over GE or EMD options.

Below: Atlas’ HO-scale C-424 arrives assembled 
and secured to a U-shaped plastic base via two 
screws that mount into the base of the fuel tank. The 
base snaps into two side sections (one white and 
one clear) and all rides in a two-piece cardboard 
box with exploded parts diagram included. In addi-
tion to this Gold model (which comes with DCC and 
sound), Atlas offers a Silver version that carries a 
$169.95 suggested retail price.

319 and 321 offered, along with an 
unnumbered GBW C-424. The early 
and more elaborate GBW scheme 
with a gray band running around the 
unit about midway up its sides was 
in Atlas’ first Classic Series C-424 
production in 2002 with road numbers 
312 and 313 (and an unnumbered 
release). This regional railroad was 
an Alco-lover paradise with S- and 
RS-series power, FA-1 cab units, the 
uncommon RS-27, six-axle RSD-15s, 
and Century-series offerings (C-420, 

C-424, and C-430). The road bought 
four Alco C-424s beginning in 1963 
(GBW 311) and concluding with GBW 
314 in 1965... so how can Atlas’ GBW 
320 be prototypically correct? GBW 
also purchased secondhand C-424s, 
including a pair that began its career 
on Erie Lackawanna (2412 and 2415); 
GBW 320 was EL’s 2412. The other 
Atlas road number, GBW 322, was 
Reading’s 5204, then Conrail 2493, 
before going red and joining Green 
Bay & Western’s roster. 
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Below: This C-424 includes dynamic braking (which 
is spotted by the raised bar on the center of the roof), 
and its overhanging angled rear number boards 
place it at the early end of Alco’s production. The 
model’s AAR Type B trucks include metal wheels 
(all wheels are geared and pick up electricity). The 
couplers are body-mounted, plastic AccuMate 
knuckles.

	 From the flawed 1970 attempt by 
AHM with its HO-scale C-424 (see 
“Collector Consist” from September 
2019’s Railroad Model Craftsman for 
more on that effort), I’ve always been 
a fan of the angled rear number boards 
on this early phase body C-424; they 
are neat-looking and a variation on 
the usual style common on other Alco 
long-hood ends. This representation 
of GBW 320 follows Alco’s early 
production look, including the angled 
rear number boards, for its C-424 (190 
examples were built between 1963 
and 1967). The plastic body is made 
up of several sections, with pilots and 
walkways residing on the die-cast 
metal chassis. The nose, cab, and long 
hood snap into the walkway base. Flex-
ible handrails surround the walkways 
with separate drop steps on the upper 
lip of the pilot centers. The pilot detail 
includes hoses and a multi-unit or MU 
receptacle cover (highlighted in yellow 
on this release), as well as a down-
turned wire coupler cut lever. Open 
hose keepers sit along the lower outer 
corners of the pilot faces. I mentioned 
wire coupler cut levers; in addition to 
those you’ll find wire grab irons on the 

Above: Atlas included Erie Lackawanna in this 
production of C-424 Phase I models. GBW 320 was 
originally an EL roster member. C-424 Phase II 
releases included GBW 312 and 313, Delaware-
L ac kawanna ,  M inne so t a  C ommerc ia l ,  and 
Morristown & Erie. The similar C-425 Phase II was 
also released with this C-424 in BC Rail and 
Mohawk, Adirondack & Northern. 
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Above: With its multi-piece plastic body shell and 
fuel tank removed, you can see the inner workings 
of Atlas’ Classic Series HO-scale C-424. The die-
cast metal chassis is painted black and extra weight 
resides over each truck making up the nearly 
20-ounce overall weight of this model. The speaker 
baffle is the black rectangular piece over the rear 
truck.  

Below: Green Bay & Western 320 at its home base 
of Green Bay, Wisconsin, in May 1980. Behind GBW 
320 is 322 and another Alco Century. This is a great 
road to research. It’s operations comprised about 
250 miles (all in Wisconsin), delivering and collect-
ing freight cars at a port in Kewaunee, with a car 
ferry running across Lake Michigan. This is an 
attractive element for model railroad consideration 
and for rail enthusiasts to follow and enjoy.
— Kevin EuDaly collection 

By-The-Numbers
Alco C-424

Atlas Classic Series
HO 1:87 • Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ozs @ Full Slip)

Pull	 ÷	 Loco Wt	 =	 Efficiency 
4.7	 19.4	 24.2%

DCC (ESU LokSound 5)
Throttle Setting			   Scale MPH
Min				    1.3
Mid				    62.6
Top				    81.0

 

nose and back end of the unit. The air 
horn on the cab roof is similar to the 
prototypes in style and placement. The 
decoration (though a basic scheme in 
most respects) is eye-catching thanks to 
the well-executed checkerboard pattern 
running along the sill. Take a look 
at my measurements on the model’s 
performance (By-The-Numbers shown 
on the right) and you’ll agree this is a 
solid operator. For those who desire 
more detail, this C-424 could receive 
lift rings and other details, along with 
some weathering, to dress it up for an 
even more impressive appearance. 
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Review HO

Goose Challenger
Broadway Limited’s Paragon 4 E1s

Review by Tony Cook 

Broadway Limited Imports HO-scale
E1 A/B diesel locomotive set 
Santa Fe 2L/2A
1940 orange-red Warbonnet scheme 
with Paragon 4 DCC-sound 
6890, MSRP: $419.99 

Broadway Limited Imports 
broadway-limited.com

Above, Below, and Facing Page Above: There is sleek and streamlined, then there’s this E1! What an 
amazing and iconic example of early diesel era motive power. Broadway Limited Imports reproduced two 
versions of Santa Fe red in this release. This model shows off the 1940 orange-red Warbonnet hue; the 
other is a 1946 Signal Red hue Warbonnet. This production provided A-B pairs (powered A-unit and 
dummy B-unit) and powered A- and B-units sold in single locomotive offerings.

It’s appropriate that this edition of 
Model Railroad News, featuring 
Santa Fe’s Blue Goose on its cover, 

would also have a Warbonnet livery 
early diesel locomotive model to 
share. With respect to their age (both 
built in 1937 and 1938), the 4-6-4 Blue 
Goose may have more in common 
with this Electro-Motive Corporation 
E1 diesel than it does with many of its 
fellow steam locomotives. Both roster 
members saw introduction around 
the same time, had priority passenger 
assignments and experienced fairly 
brief careers. While many railroads 
ran passenger trains with A-1-A 
arrangement locomotives, Santa Fe 
found its E-units lacking tractive 
ability. As a result, the road became an 
F-unit kingdom for pulling passenger 
and freight trains during the years 
of World War II and after. Santa Fe 
rostered all E1s (eight A-units and 
three B-units), which saw rebuilding at 
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By-The-Numbers
E1 A

Broadway Limited Imports
HO 1:87 • Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ozs @ Full Slip)

Pull	 ÷	 Loco Wt	 =	 Efficiency 
4.7	 19.5	 24.1%

DCC (Paragon 4)
Throttle Setting			   Scale MPH
Min				    2
Mid				    21
Top				    75

 
Below: Beneath its plastic shell, BLI’s E1 A-unit 
includes cab interior with crew figure, LED lighting,  
Paragon 4 electronics for DCC and sound (including 
a capacitor for keep-alive protection), and a large 
round speaker over the rear truck.

around the same time (early 1950s) the 
Blue Goose’s 3460-class was sidelined. 
The E1s became E8m rebuilds (gener-
ally looking much like a stock E8 and 
lacking the super sleek nose and other 
attributes). This E1 pair from Broadway 
Limited Imports (BLI) follows the ap-
pearance of Santa Fe’s locomotives. The 
manufacturer offers Baltimore & Ohio 
and Gulf, Mobile & Ohio models (based 
on the very similar EA) as good-looking 
stand-ins. This run comes with BLI’s 
Paragon 4 electronics, with the set’s 
A-unit powered and the trailing B-unit 
a rare non-powered locomotive model. 

Performance was fine on this pair and 
the lighting is excellent (especially 
those small classification-like lights 
between the windshield and cab side 
windows). Paint and lettering was very 
good and I find it fun that BLI offers two 
versions of Santa Fe’s famous red. On 
the sound output, I’ve seen comments 
on improving it with the addition of 
a baffle behind the speaker. This is an 
interesting and easy project that I plan 
to pursue, and hear for myself if it 
enhances the sound quality. With the 
arrival of BLI’s Blue Goose, these E1s 
are even more attractive to own. 
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Beneficial Bulkhead
Walthers Mainline Pullman-Standard 60-foot Bulkhead Flatcar

Review HO

Review by Tony Cook 

Walthers Mainline HO-scale
Pullman-Standard 60' bulkhead flatcar
 
Baltimore & Ohio PTTX 92228
910-5813, MSRP: $29.98 
 
Trailer Train PTTX 92336
910-5824, MSRP: $29.98 

Wm. K. Walthers 
walthers.com

Below: This fully assembled freight car model ap-
pears more intricate than it actually is, thanks to fine 
deck detail and use of multiple paint colors. The 
finish on the review samples was very good. If a 
modeler wanted to take this bulkhead flatcar to the 
next level, the molded-on grab irons could be shaved  
and replaced with wire; coupler cut lever and hoses 
would add more realism too.

Above: Old and new examples are among the of-
ferings in this production. The brown Trailer Train 
with B&O lettered bulkhead section is a late 1960s 
prototype, while the yellow Trailer Train model in the 
background is a more contemporary look. 

Walthers’ HO-scale bulkhead 
flatcar is a recent addition 
to the company’s Mainline 

series. These examples are from the 
2022 release and another production 
is due soon. The manufacturer states 
it based its HO reproduction on a 
Pullman-Standard 60-foot flatcar with 
bulkhead extensions added to the deck 
in the late 1960s. This is a 70-ton freight 
car and this model includes 33-inch 
metal wheels mounted in plastic roller 
bearing truck sideframes. The body-
mounted couplers are Walthers’ Proto 
MAX metal examples. Both the trucks 
and couplers are secured by screws 
to the underside of the car. This is a 
good-looking bulkhead flatcar given its 

mostly molded-on tooling design. The 
bulkheads (standing 8 feet, 6 inches) 
are the most detailed region of the 
release and include separate panels 
on the interior facing replicating the 
flatcar deck appearance. The exterior 
side of the bulkhead sections includes 
separate and finely molded ladders 
and other details. The outer edges of 
the flatcar deck include open pockets 
ready for tie-down cabling, if you 
create a load requiring this type of 
security. The assembled bulkhead with 
no load weighs 3.1 ounces. The distance 
between the bulkheads provides for 48 
scale feet that can house a variety of 
loads. Walthers promotes its Chooch 
cast-resin pulpwood load (214-7264, 
MSRP: $14.98) as an option and there 



61MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — FEBRUARY 2023

Next Release Available Now

Walthers has another production 
of its HO-scale Mainline Pullman-
Standard 60-foot bulkhead flatcar 
models available. The road names in 
this collection include BNSF (Mineral 
Red with white lettering), Burlington 
Northern (Cascade Green with white 
lettering), Canadian National (brown 
with white lettering), Canadian 
Pacific (Action Red with white CP 
Rail lettering), Trailer Train (late 
1960s brown and newer yellow with 
TTX lettering), and Weyerhauser 
(green with white lettering). Four 
road numbers (MSRP: $34.98 each) 
will be available for each of these 
fully assembled HO freight car 
reproductions.

Below and Right: This 60-foot freight car model 
includes a center spine with metal sections running 
on its underside, body-mounted metal knuckle 
couplers, and 36-inch metal wheels. The bulkheads 
and flatcar sides and deck are plastic pieces.

is a recently released Walthers Scene- 
Master pipe load (reviewed on pages 
80-81) that is easy to build and fits 
this freight car. The coupler height 
checked out okay when mated to a 
Kadee (kadee.com) Coupler Height 
Gauge. The car performed fine with 
no issues (I ran it empty and with an 
assembled pipe load) and all wheels 
passed inspection for being in gauge. 
This is another solid entry in this 
mid-level series of Walthers Mainline 
offerings. Multiple road numbers are 
available for this production and the 
second run. With roots in the 1960s, yet 
possessing a contemporary look, this 
freight car will be at home in a range 
of eras.  
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Review N

Classic Covered Hopper
Micro-Trains Lines’ all-new PS-2 two-bay

Review by Justin Sobeck 
Model Photos by Tony Cook 

Micro-Trains Line N-scale
Pullman-Standard PS-2, 
2,003-cubic-foot 
two-bay covered hopper
 
Great Northern 71470
095 00 011, MSRP: $45.95 

Micro-Trains Lines 
micro-trains.com

Above: This is a next generation level effort by Micro-
Trains with excellent 33-inch metal wheels, body-
mounted knuckle couplers in narrow-design draft 
gear, and inclusion of end details (coupler cut lever 
and hoses). The cut lever fits into the opening on the 
side of the stirrup step. The decoration is razor-sharp 
with lettering present on the ends and bays.

Micro-Trains Line (MTL) has 
been teasing this newly 
tooled Pullman-Standard 

(PS-2) two-bay hopper car model for 
a while now. I’m happy to report it 

is here, and it was worth the wait. 
Designed by the famous rail car builder 
in the mid-1950s, this hopper was 
ideal for dense bulk commodities that 
needed easier loading and unloading 
than was possible through a boxcar 
door. With its 2,003-cubic-foot-capacity 
and weight limit of 70 tons, this PS-2 
freight car had company in a larger 
three-bay variety and other two-bay 
cars from competing builder American 
Car & Foundry, and others.
	 Great Northern (GN) 71470 was built 
in Butler, Pa., in April 1958 as part 
of an order of 100 two-bay covered 
hoppers from Pullman-Standard. These 
hoppers were delivered on American 
Steel Foundry’s  (ASF) “Ride Control” 

trucks, designed for use with then-new 
all-purpose roller bearings — no plain 
journals here. Thoroughly modern cars 
that embodied the latest in industry 
technology (all-welded construction, 
improved draft gear, and new trucks), 
they were utilized to provide the best 
service possible to shippers along GN’s 
route and beyond. A wide variety of 
commodities could have been handled 
through the eight round roof hatches 
and four discharge chutes — although 
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Right and Below: The model weighs 0.6 ounces 
and coupler height measured well within desired 
tolerance level. All wheels were in gauge on these 
newly created 33-inch examples possessing finer 
or more narrow tread. The new plastic ASF 70-ton 
roller truck sideframes and the metal wheels not 
only look tremendous, they make for a wonderfully 
performing miniature. Included with this offering, 
Micro-Trains provides end details (shown on the 
right), which include hoses (black sprues) and cou-
pler cut levers (gray sprues).

based on the car’s gray color and cubic 
capacity, it was likely an aggregate 
material.
	 Micro-Trains did its homework 
on this project — just look at the 
exploded view (shown on the right) 
of all the components. Featuring 
body-mounted couplers with a narrow 
draft pocket and the manufacturer’s 
all-new fine-profile 33-inch metal 
wheels, this release raises the bar on 
the company’s capabilities and is on 
par with MTL’s recent National Steel 
Car 60-foot high-cube boxcar model. 
It’s also worth noting that the ASF 
70-ton Ride Control truck is newly 
tooled, and I look forward to this truck 
being utilized elsewhere on MTL’s 
transition era rolling stock. Included for 
the modeler to install are a pair of end 
hoses and coupler cut levers, molded 
in the same color as the body. The air 
brake details inside the B-end cage 
of the car are finely rendered, as are 
both end cages. The handbrake wheel 
and the associated rigging located in 
the center sill of the car. While the 
roof hatches don’t open, the roofwalk 
features see-through grating, and the 
handbrake ledge is an etched-metal 
section that resembles the galvanized 
look of the prototype. 
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	 Paint application and graphics are 
stellar — as expected from Micro-
Trains. The gray of the body is opaque 
and has a matte appearance, and the 
black lettering is crisp and legible 
under magnification (or with really 
good eyes). The GN herald featuring 
“Rocky the Goat” has the only color 
(outside of gray) on the car — red 
on a white background with black 
graphics. Coupler height was fine out 
of the box, as was the weight at 0.6 
ounces — and the car rolls as freely as 
any other MTL release. I understand 
that some N scalers are not exactly fond 
of metal wheelsets and body-mounted 
couplers, but they are two attributes 
that are very high up on my list, and I 
anxiously await future releases of this 
car from Micro-Trains. The insert label 
mentions that this car was in service 
up to the 2000s in maintenance-of-way 
use; perhaps MTL will adapt the roof 
and outlets for use in ballast service. 
The higher asking price of this release 
reflects the care and process necessary 
to develop and bring to market a fine 

example of a popular hopper car, and 
one that is also produced domestically 
and on an ongoing basis. Micro-Trains 
has set the bar in N-scale rolling stock 
for the last several decades, and now 
they have raised it yet again! 

Above: An immensely popular and common proto-
type that arrived at the very end of steam and served 
from the early diesel era into contemporary times, 
Micro-Trains’ new N-scale PS-2 covered hopper car 
is an excellent rendering of this two-bay freight car 
and an addition to the hobby company’s line that 
continues its tradition of quality and innovation in 
model railroading.

Next Release Available Now

Above: Western Pacific 11301 (095 00 021) is Micro-Trains’ second road name for its Pullman-
Standard PS-2 two-bay covered hopper model. This is the third release for this new N-scale freight 
car, with Great Northern 71477 (095 00 012) quickly following the GN covered hopper release 
reviewed. All of these N-scale covered hopper models carry a $45.95 suggested retail price and 
come assembled with metal wheels, and user intalled coupler cut lever and hose details.
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See your dealer or visit
shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Founded in 1887 and headquartered in 
Kansas City, Missouri, Kansas City Southern 
sprawls across nine Midwestern states to 
the Gulf of Mexico, with later additions 
extending into Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Tennessee. In this new all-color book, 
photographer Kevin EuDaly chronicles the 
railroad east from Kansas City across the 
former Gateway Western and south from 
Kansas City to the end of the Shreveport 
Subdivision in Louisiana. 

256 PAGES • 371 PHOTOS • 7 MAPS

Kansas City SouthernKansas City Southern

MIDWESTMIDWEST
DIVISIONDIVISION

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

$89.95
Order item KCS1

S/H per book: $8 U.S., $15 Non-U.S.
Call or visit our website 

for other shipping options.
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COTTON BELT RAIL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to restore SSW 819, the last steam 
engine built in Arkansas; establish the Arkansas 
Railroad Museum; and preserve the history of 
the St. Louis Southwestern. We operate the 
museum in the building where the 819 was built. 
Members receive the Cotton Belt Star quarterly.

U.S. membership: $25/year
1700 Port Road, Pine Bluff, AR  71601

www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org
 @ArkansasRailroadMuseum

DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN 
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to preserve the history of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad 
and its predecessors.  Members receive The 
Roustabout newsletter four times a year and 
occasional special publications.  A convention 
is held annually in different locations along the 
Lackawanna.

U.S. membership: $40/year
www.dlwrrhs.org

 @DLWRRHS

DENVER, SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The society is preserving the history of 
the narrow gauge lines of the Colorado & 
Southern Railway.  Currently, their signature 
project is the restoration of the railroad 
facilities in Como, Colo., and members receive  
The Bogies and the Loop society magazine 
four times a year.

U.S. membership: $35/year
 P.O. Box 371373, Denver, CO 80237

www.dspphs.org

FRIENDS OF THE  
EAST BROAD TOP

After an eight-year hiatus, the EBT is running 
again, with steam pending—come join the fun! 
Visit our museum in Robertsdale. FEBT restores 
structures, curates a historical collection, holds 
area events, and publishes the Timber Transfer 
quarterly, and Newsletter monthly. Our store 
provides members a 15% discount.

U.S. membership: $35/year 
www.febt.org   www.eastbroadtop.com

 @ FriendsOfTheEBT

ELECTRIC RAILROADERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

ERA is a non-profit educational organization for 
people interested in the history and progress of 
electric railways. Members receive The Bulletin 
each month, and Headlights annually or a 
book every two years, such as The Elevated 
Railways of Brooklyn and the BMT Subway.

U.S. membership $60/year
P.O. Box 3323, New York, NY 10163

www.erausa.org
 groups/era1934

ANTHRACITE RAILROADS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of railroads that served 
the anthracite coal mining region of eastern 
Pennsylvania, and also owns and maintains an 
A-B-A set of Lackawanna-painted F3s. Members 
enjoy Flags, Diamonds & Statues three times a 
year, the Anthracite Extra newsletter occasion-
ally, an annual meet, and online digital library.

U.S. membership: $30/year
P.O. Box 519, Lansdale, PA 19446

www.anthraciterailroads.org

ATLANTIC COAST LINE & SEABOARD AIR LINE 
RAILROADS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Atlantic Coast Line, 
Seaboard Air Line, Seaboard Coast Line, and 
their predecessors. Members enjoy Lines South 
four times a year, an annual convention, photo 
and data archiving, products for historians and 
modelers, and a yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $42/year
P.O. Box 490563, Leesburg, FL 34749

www.aclsal.org
 /groups/AclSalHistoricalSociety

BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Explore the history of America’s First Railroad. 
All members receive The Sentinel four times a 
year. The society maintains an extensive archive 
of prototype information, company documents, 
and a library. Two mini-conventions are held 
each year, as well as an annual meeting. 

U.S. membership: $55/year
P.O. Box 1608, Sykesville, MD 21784

www.borhs.org
 @BORRHS

BOSTON & MAINE RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Devoted to the history of Boston & Maine, 
Maine Central, and associated railroads. Mem-
bers enjoy B&M Bulletin three times a year, a 
bi-monthly print newsletter, calendar, archive, 
monthly meetings, and cosmetically preserving 
a B&M 0-6-0 switcher locomotive and combine.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 9116, Lowell, MA 01853

www.bmrrhs.org
 @BMRRHS

FRIENDS OF THE BURLINGTON 
NORTHERN RAILROAD

Preserving the history of Burlington Northern 
Railroad and its successors, as well as the Mon-
tana Rail Link. Members enjoy The BN Expediter 
four times a year, an annual convention, photo/
data archives, and discounts on calendars and 
other publications from the FOBNR Store.

U.S. membership: $25/year
P.O. Box 271, West Bend, WI 53095

www.fobnr.org
 @fobnr

BURLINGTON ROUTE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Sharing an interest in Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad; its subsidiaries, Colorado & 
Southern and Fort Worth & Denver; and their 
predecessors. Members enjoy the Zephyr news-
letter, the Burlington Bulletin magazine,a yearly 
calendar, spring and fall meets, and an archive.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 456, La Grange, IL 60525

www.burlingtonroute.org
 @BurlingtonRouteHS

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Documenting the Canadian National family of 
railways and promoting their accurate model-
ing. Basic membership includes 52-page CN 
LINES twice yearly for two years. CNRHA also 
publishes hardcover books on all constituent 
parts of the CN system in Canada and the U.S.

U.S. membership $32/two years
Canadian membership $28/two years

www.cnrha.ca
 @CNRHA

CENTRAL VERMONT RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Central Vermont 
Railway, its predecessors, successors, and 
associated companies. Members enjoy The 
Ambassador four times a year, and an annu-
al convention held in a community formerly 
served by the railroad.

U.S. membership $35/year
11 Hancock Rd., Hingham, MA 02043

www.cvrhs.com
 @CVRHS

CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS 
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Chicago & East-
ern Illinois Railroad. Members enjoy The Flyer 
twice a year, occasional newsletters, social 
gatherings, an annual convention, photo and 
data archiving, and more. A museum and 
archive are maintained in Watseka, Ill. The 
society also publishes a calendar each year.

U.S. membership: $30/year
702 Hawthorne Dr., Marshall, IL 62471

www.ceihs.org

CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Chicago & North 
Western; Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & 
Omaha; Minneapolis & St. Louis; Chicago 
Great Western; and others. Members enjoy 
North Western Lines four times a year, an an-
nual convention, regional meets, photo and 
data archiving, and the society produces a 
yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $40/year
www.cnwhs.org

 @cnwhs

To add your listing to the directory, please contact Mike Lindsay at mlindsay@whiteriverproductions.com
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COTTON BELT RAIL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to restore SSW 819, the last steam 
engine built in Arkansas; establish the Arkansas 
Railroad Museum; and preserve the history of 
the St. Louis Southwestern. We operate the 
museum in the building where the 819 was built. 
Members receive the Cotton Belt Star quarterly.

U.S. membership: $25/year
1700 Port Road, Pine Bluff, AR  71601

www.arkansasrailroadmuseum.org
 @ArkansasRailroadMuseum

DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN 
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to preserve the history of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad 
and its predecessors.  Members receive The 
Roustabout newsletter four times a year and 
occasional special publications.  A convention 
is held annually in different locations along the 
Lackawanna.

U.S. membership: $40/year
www.dlwrrhs.org

 @DLWRRHS

DENVER, SOUTH PARK & PACIFIC 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The society is preserving the history of 
the narrow gauge lines of the Colorado & 
Southern Railway.  Currently, their signature 
project is the restoration of the railroad 
facilities in Como, Colo., and members receive  
The Bogies and the Loop society magazine 
four times a year.

U.S. membership: $35/year
 P.O. Box 371373, Denver, CO 80237

www.dspphs.org

FRIENDS OF THE  
EAST BROAD TOP

After an eight-year hiatus, the EBT is running 
again, with steam pending—come join the fun! 
Visit our museum in Robertsdale. FEBT restores 
structures, curates a historical collection, holds 
area events, and publishes the Timber Transfer 
quarterly, and Newsletter monthly. Our store 
provides members a 15% discount.

U.S. membership: $35/year 
www.febt.org   www.eastbroadtop.com

 @ FriendsOfTheEBT

ELECTRIC RAILROADERS 
ASSOCIATION, INC.

ERA is a non-profit educational organization for 
people interested in the history and progress of 
electric railways. Members receive The Bulletin 
each month, and Headlights annually or a 
book every two years, such as The Elevated 
Railways of Brooklyn and the BMT Subway.

U.S. membership $60/year
P.O. Box 3323, New York, NY 10163

www.erausa.org
 groups/era1934

ANTHRACITE RAILROADS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of railroads that served 
the anthracite coal mining region of eastern 
Pennsylvania, and also owns and maintains an 
A-B-A set of Lackawanna-painted F3s. Members 
enjoy Flags, Diamonds & Statues three times a 
year, the Anthracite Extra newsletter occasion-
ally, an annual meet, and online digital library.

U.S. membership: $30/year
P.O. Box 519, Lansdale, PA 19446

www.anthraciterailroads.org

ATLANTIC COAST LINE & SEABOARD AIR LINE 
RAILROADS HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Atlantic Coast Line, 
Seaboard Air Line, Seaboard Coast Line, and 
their predecessors. Members enjoy Lines South 
four times a year, an annual convention, photo 
and data archiving, products for historians and 
modelers, and a yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $42/year
P.O. Box 490563, Leesburg, FL 34749

www.aclsal.org
 /groups/AclSalHistoricalSociety

BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Explore the history of America’s First Railroad. 
All members receive The Sentinel four times a 
year. The society maintains an extensive archive 
of prototype information, company documents, 
and a library. Two mini-conventions are held 
each year, as well as an annual meeting. 

U.S. membership: $55/year
P.O. Box 1608, Sykesville, MD 21784

www.borhs.org
 @BORRHS

BOSTON & MAINE RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Devoted to the history of Boston & Maine, 
Maine Central, and associated railroads. Mem-
bers enjoy B&M Bulletin three times a year, a 
bi-monthly print newsletter, calendar, archive, 
monthly meetings, and cosmetically preserving 
a B&M 0-6-0 switcher locomotive and combine.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 9116, Lowell, MA 01853

www.bmrrhs.org
 @BMRRHS

FRIENDS OF THE BURLINGTON 
NORTHERN RAILROAD

Preserving the history of Burlington Northern 
Railroad and its successors, as well as the Mon-
tana Rail Link. Members enjoy The BN Expediter 
four times a year, an annual convention, photo/
data archives, and discounts on calendars and 
other publications from the FOBNR Store.

U.S. membership: $25/year
P.O. Box 271, West Bend, WI 53095

www.fobnr.org
 @fobnr

BURLINGTON ROUTE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Sharing an interest in Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad; its subsidiaries, Colorado & 
Southern and Fort Worth & Denver; and their 
predecessors. Members enjoy the Zephyr news-
letter, the Burlington Bulletin magazine,a yearly 
calendar, spring and fall meets, and an archive.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 456, La Grange, IL 60525

www.burlingtonroute.org
 @BurlingtonRouteHS

CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAYS 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Documenting the Canadian National family of 
railways and promoting their accurate model-
ing. Basic membership includes 52-page CN 
LINES twice yearly for two years. CNRHA also 
publishes hardcover books on all constituent 
parts of the CN system in Canada and the U.S.

U.S. membership $32/two years
Canadian membership $28/two years

www.cnrha.ca
 @CNRHA

CENTRAL VERMONT RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Central Vermont 
Railway, its predecessors, successors, and 
associated companies. Members enjoy The 
Ambassador four times a year, and an annu-
al convention held in a community formerly 
served by the railroad.

U.S. membership $35/year
11 Hancock Rd., Hingham, MA 02043

www.cvrhs.com
 @CVRHS

CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS 
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Chicago & East-
ern Illinois Railroad. Members enjoy The Flyer 
twice a year, occasional newsletters, social 
gatherings, an annual convention, photo and 
data archiving, and more. A museum and 
archive are maintained in Watseka, Ill. The 
society also publishes a calendar each year.

U.S. membership: $30/year
702 Hawthorne Dr., Marshall, IL 62471

www.ceihs.org

CHICAGO & NORTH WESTERN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Chicago & North 
Western; Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & 
Omaha; Minneapolis & St. Louis; Chicago 
Great Western; and others. Members enjoy 
North Western Lines four times a year, an an-
nual convention, regional meets, photo and 
data archiving, and the society produces a 
yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $40/year
www.cnwhs.org

 @cnwhs

To add your listing to the directory, please contact Mike Lindsay at mlindsay@whiteriverproductions.com

ERIE LACKAWANNA RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Delaware, Lacka-
wanna & Western; Erie Railroad; Erie Lack-
awanna; and related lines. Members enjoy 
The Diamond four times a year, social gath-
erings, an annual convention, photo and data 
archiving, and the society produces a yearly 
calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $45/year
P.O. Box 431, Avoca, NY 14809

www.erielackhs.org

GREAT NORTHERN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserves the history and heritage of the Great 
Northern Railway. Members receive “The Goat,” 
quarterly including reference sheets, modelers 
pages, a yearly calendar, and annual conven-
tions. Members are also entitled to a discount 
in the GNHRS online store. 

U.S. membership: $30/year
P.O. Box 251154, Woodbury, MN  55125

www.gnhrs.org
 @GNRHS

GULF, MOBILE & OHIO 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of Gulf, Mobile & Ohio 
Railroad. Members enjoy GM&OHS News three 
times a year, social gatherings, an annual con-
vention, photo and data archiving at the Mer-
cantile Library of the University of Missouri 
at St. Louis, Mo., and the society produces a 
yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $30/year
P.O. Box 382303, Germantown, TN 38183

www.gmohs.org

ILLINOIS TRACTION 
SOCIETY

Preserving the history of the Illinois Traction 
System and Illinois Terminal Railroad. Members 
enjoy The Flyer twice a year, The Phone Booth 
newsletter twice a year, social gatherings, an 
annual convention, photo and data archiving, 
and the society produces a yearly calendar for 
sale.

U.S. membership: $25/year
264 Victoria Ave., Decatur, IL 62522

www.illinoistractionsociety.org

KANSAS CITY SOUTHERN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed in 1981 to preserve and disseminate 
history and current events of the Kansas City 
Southern, and its predecessors. Activities in-
clude an annual convention, monthly news-
letter, The Crow, and a bi-annual journal, The 
Belle, with photos, articles, member stories, 
and a yearly calendar.

U.S. membership: $30/year
www.kcshs.org

Not affiliated with the Kansas City Southern Railway Company.

KATY RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The KHRS is dedicated to actively preserving 
and promoting the history and heritage of the  
Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad. Our members 
enjoy quarterly publications of The Katy Flyer, 
annual conferences and KRHS produced products 
of interest to both historians and modelers alike.

U.S. membership: $25/year
22016 Senna Hills Dr., Garden Ridge, TX 78266

www.katyrailroad.org
/groups/Katy Railroad Historical Society

LAKE STATES RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

A state-of-the-art climate-controlled secure 
archive/research facility, with an on-line archive. 
Dedicated to railroad history, preserving and 
protecting railroad artifacts and photography, 
and facilitating research, interpretation, and 
publication from our collections.

U.S. membership: $30/year
330 Lynn Street, Baraboo, WI 53913

www.lshra.org
 @lshra

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Organized for the purpose of collecting, 
organizing, preserving, and sharing 
information and material relating to the L&N, 
its predecessors, and successors. Members 
enjoy L&N Magazine four times a year, social 
gatherings, an annual convention, photo and 
data archiving, and the society produces a 
yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $35/year
www.lnrr.org
 @LNrailroad

MARYLAND AND PENNSYLVANIA 
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Formed in 1985, the Maryland and Pennsylvania 
Railroad Historical Society is dedicated to 
preserving historical records of the M&P 
and predecessors’ roads. Members receive 
Timetable magazine four times each year and 
a calendar for purchase is published each year. 
We have an annual meeting each summer.  

U.S. membership: $35/year
445 Richardson Rd., York, PA 17408

www.maparailroadhist.org

MILWAUKEE ROAD 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Preserving the history of the Chicago, Milwaukee, 
St. Paul & Pacific Railroad (The Milwaukee Road). 
Members enjoy The Milwaukee Railroader 
four times a year, social gatherings, an annual 
convention, photo and data archiving, and the 
society produces a yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 307, Antioch, IL 60002

www.mrha.com
 /groups/MilwaukeeRoadHistoricalAssociation

MISSABE RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to preserve the history of the Duluth, 
Missabe & Iron Range Railway, and its pre-
decessors, Duluth & Iron Range and Duluth, 
Missabe & Northern. Members enjoy Ore Extra 
four times a year, social gatherings, an annual 
convention, photo and data archiving, and more.

U.S. membership: $35/year
506 W. Michigan St., Duluth, MN 55802

www.missabe.com
 @MissabeRailroad

MISSOURI PACIFIC 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Missouri Pacific Rail-
road and its subsidiaries. Members enjoy The 
Eagle four times a year, an annual convention, 
photo and data archiving in St. Louis and at the 
Museum of Transportation, an online company 
store, and a color calendar.

U.S. membership: $40/year
87 Grasso Plaza Shp. Ctr., #247, St. Louis, MO 63123

www.mopac.org
 @MoPacHistorical

MONON RAILROAD HISTORICAL 
& TECHNICAL SOCIETY

Formed to preserve the history and heritage of 
the Monon Railroad (Chicago, Indianapolis, & 
Louisville Railway). Members enjoy The Hoosier 
Line three times a year, social gatherings, 
annual convention, photo and data archiving, 
equipment preservation display maintained at 
Salem, Ind., and more.

U.S. membership: $50/year
206 S. College Ave., Salem, IN 47167

www.monon.org

NATIONAL MODEL 
RAILROAD ASSOCIATION

Advancing the scale model railroading commu-
nity through education, advocacy, standards, 
and social interaction. Members enjoy NMRA 
Magazine and NMRA Bulletin 12 times a year, 
regional and national conventions, photo and 
data archiving, and members-only web content.

U.S. membership: $75/year
P.O. Box 1328, Soddy Daisy, TN 37384

www.nmra.org
 @NMRA.org

NATIONAL RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Supporting train, railway, and station preser-
vation projects with hundreds of thousands of 
dollars awarded in Heritage Grants, as well as 
education, publishing, and shared resources. 
Members enjoy NRHS Bulletin and NRHS News, 
an annual convention, and more.

U.S. membership: $50/year
505 S. Lenola Rd., Ste. 226, Moorestown, NJ 08057

www.nrhs.com
 @RailPreservation

To add your listing to the directory, please contact Mike Lindsay at mlindsay@whiteriverproductions.com
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NEW HAVEN RAILROAD HISTORICAL 

& TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION
Members enjoy Shoreliner four times a year, 
which includes color and b&w photography 
and historical narrative about New Haven 
Railroad history, equipment, and operations. The 
Speedwitch, containing modeling articles and 
news, is published as material becomes available.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 289, Accord, MA 02018

www.nhrhta.org
 @NHRHTA

NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Perpetuating the legacy of the NYCS. Members 
enjoy Central Headlight and NYCentral Modeler 
quarterly, an annual convention, online store, 
digital shop, NYCS models, clothing, books, 
drawings, photos, and maps. Large archive, 
available for railfans and modelers.

U.S. membership: $44/year 
P.O. Box 130, Gates Mills, OH 44040 

www.NYCSHS.org  www.NYCSHS.net 
 @NYCSHS

NICKEL PLATE ROAD HISTORICAL 
& TECHNICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history and heritage of 
Nickel Plate Road (NKP). Members enjoy 
NKP Magazine four times a year, electronic 
publications, a yearly calendar, an annual 
convention, and more. Society-produced NKP 
products are available for purchase at the 
company store.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 583, Ansonia, OH 45503

www.nkphts.org
 @nkphts

NORFOLK & WESTERN 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of Norfolk & Western, 
Virginian, and related railroads. Members en-
joy The Arrow four times a year, an archive of 
roughly 200,000 cataloged items with many 
more in process, and access to a wide variety 
of model products, books, and other material.

U.S. membership: $50/year
P.O. Box 13908, Roanoke, VA 24038

www.nwhs.org
 @NWHS

NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Dedicated to preserving the history of the 
Northern Pacific Railway, NPRHA members 
enjoy an annual convention, The Mainstreeter 
four times a year, a 13-photo yearly calendar, 
photo and document archives, and numerous 
products for modelers and historians through 
the NPRHA online store.

U.S. membership: $35/year 
P.O. Box 2937, Kirkland, WA 98083 

www.nprha.org  

PENN CENTRAL RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Formed to preserve the history and heritage 
of the Penn Central Transportation Company. 
Activities include social gatherings and an 
annual convention, photo and data archiving, 
and more. Members receive Post three times 
a year.

U.S. membership: $35/year
P.O. Box 43, Flagtown, NJ 08821

www.pcrrhs.org
 @PCRRHS

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD 
TECHNICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Organized to further scholarly learning and in- 
terest in the Pennsylvania Railroad (PRR) and 
its predecessor companies. Members enjoy 
The Keystone four times a year; a free online 
modeling magazine, The Keystone Modeler; local 
chapters; and an annual meeting. Archives are 
housed at our ex-PRR station in Lewistown, Pa.

U.S. membership: $40/year
P.O. Box 640515, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-0515

www.prrths.org

RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Join more than 2,400 members of the oldest 
organization in North America devoted to 
railroad history. Members enjoy two 128-page 
issues of Railroad History, four Quarterly 
Newsletters, 10 optional chapters, and an 
annual convention with access to some of the 
most noteworthy railroading sites in the U.S.

U.S. membership $40/year
www.rlhs.org
 @RLHSOfficial

RICHMOND, FREDERICKSBURG & POTOMAC  
RAILROAD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Established in 2005 to preserve the history of 
the Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac 
Railroad. Printing four 16-page issues of the 
Society’s publication Linking North and South 
each year and holding quarterly meetings. 

U.S. membership $20, $30, $100/year
Dept. A

P.O. Box 9097
Fredericksburg, VA 22403-9097

www.rfandp.org

READING COMPANY TECHNICAL 
& HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the history of the Reading Railroad. 
Membership includes: The Crusader monthly 
newsletter, The Bee Line historical magazine, 
Company Store discounts, large collection of 
equipment, archives and artifacts, Reading 
Railroad Heritage Museum, modular HO layout. 
Monthly meeting with entertainment.

U.S. membership: Individual, $45/year
P.O. Box 15143, Reading, PA 19612
www.readingrailroad.org/museum

SANTA FE RAILWAY  
HISTORICAL & MODELING SOCIETY

Formed to share information about the AT&SF 
Railway with publications, two archives, regional 
mini-meets, and an annual convention. Members 
receive a quarterly magazine, 20% discount on 
Company Store products, and web resources.

U.S. membership: $40/year
1205 S. Air Depot # 101
Midwest City, OK 73110

www.sfrhms.org
 /groups/SFRHMS

SOO LINE 
HISTORICAL & TECHNICAL SOCIETY

Preserving the history of the Soo Line, 
including the original Wisconsin Central, 
Algoma Central, the DSS&A, and Wisconsin 
Central Ltd. Members enjoy access to the 
archives, four issues of the SOO magazine 
and two issues of Mileposts, an annual 
convention, and a yearly calendar for sale.

U.S. membership: $35/year
2124 N. Locust St., Appleton, WI 54914

www.sooline.org

SOUTHERN PACIFIC  
HISTORICAL  & TECHNICAL SOCIETY

SPH&TS is organized for the purpose of col-
lecting, organizing, preserving, and sharing all 
information and material related to the South-
ern Pacific and all subsidiaries. We publish 
TRAINLINE 4 times a year, and have an annual 
convention each year somewhere on the route 
of the “Friendly” Southern Pacific.

U.S. membership: $45/year
1525 Howard Access Rd, Ste E, Upland, CA 91786

www.sphts.org

SOUTHERN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Formed to preserve and disseminate history 
related to Southern Railway, its predecessors, 
and affiliates. Members enjoy Ties four times a 
year, and the Among Ourselves quarterly news-
letter, social gatherings, an annual convention, 
photo and data archiving, and more.

U.S. membership: $35/year
P.O. Box 22941, Chattanooga, TN  37422

www.srha.net
 @Southern.Railway.Historical.Association

VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE RAILROAD 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dedicated to the research and dissemination 
of V&T history. Members enjoy V&T Telegraph 
four times a year with articles, rare photos, and 
fine scale drawings; an annual conference; and 
access to more than a dozen society-produced 
publications available for purchase through the 
website.

U.S. membership: $30/year
P.O. Box 143, Carson City, NV 89702

www.vtr

To add your listing to the directory, please contact Mike Lindsay at mlindsay@whiteriverproductions.com



69MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — FEBRUARY 2023
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The HOn3 Annual 
is Built for You!

The HOn3 Annual 
is Built for You!

 Visit hon3annual.com Visit hon3annual.com

Attention Craftsmen Attention Craftsmen 
and Narrow Gauge and Narrow Gauge 

ModelersModelers

You don’t have to be into narrow gauge or even HOn3 to 
find a wealth of information and value in its pages. May-
be you’ve always suspected that the narrow gauge guys 
are having more fun, and you’d be right! The pages of the 
2022 HOn3 Annual are loaded with exciting layout tours, 
in-depth construction projects, and plenty of detailed 
prototype information, sure to keep your workbench full 
and your modeling fires stoked all year. Now in its 14th 
year, the HOn3 Annual is the only publication exclusively 
dedicated to HOn3 narrow gauge model railroading, but 
with something for everyone in each issue.

$29.95$29.95

 FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF

Geoff  Skunkard photo

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

Order item HO22
S/H per book: $8 U.S., $15 Non-U.S.

Call or visit our website for
other shipping options.
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HO & N  — Athearn announces a 
newly tooled Fruehauf Z-van trailer 
for the hobby company’s collection 
of N-scale intermodal offerings. This 
45-foot trailer (previously available 
from Athearn in HO) will return in 
2024 in both HO and N with four road 
names: Burlington Northern, Clipper, 
Transamerica, and Xtra Lease (each 
will come with two road numbers 
in the release). The four road names 
cover eras from the 1970s to 1990s.
	 Details on this trailer will include 
separate landing gear crank and 
mud flaps, as well as positionable 
bogies. Athearn states two body 
styles (smooth-side and rib-side) and 
two door styles (two- and four-latch) 
will be created for this offering. The 
all-new N-scale trailer model carries 
a $31.99 suggested retail price. The 
returning HO version lists for $39.99. 
Trailer models in both scales are due 
to arrive at the beginning of 2024 
(along with set releases for Athearn’s 
F89-F TOFC flatcar with this Z-van 
trailer in HO and N).

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

Fruehauf Z-van trailer comes to N scale from Athearn
with returning release in HO

Above and Below: This 45-foot Z-van trailer will do 
double duty in early 2024; in addition to individual 
offerings, Athearn will produce trailer on flatcar  sets 
(Burlington Northern trailer and yellow Trailer Train 
F89-F f latcar shown below). These pairings of 
Z-vans and F89-Fs will come in HO and N (the 
N-scale edition is promoted as coming with up-
graded newly tooled details, see page 25 for more). 

PENNSY SIGNALS
EXACT HO SCALE

Fully finished • wired 
w/ mini LEDs & resistors

#1042 
GROUND SIGNAL

#1048
STANDARD

HEADS

#1049 CLIPPED

$49.99 EACH

E-mail: signals@njinternationalFL.com
PO Box 15341 - Clearwater, FL 33766 
NJ International  

PRODUCTS LISTING: www.njinternationalFL.com  
ORDER AT: www.njisignals.com
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HO — Sylvan Scale Models expands 
its catalog of HO vehicle-related 
ki ts  with  a  ser ies  of  Fruehauf 
trailers. The models are based on 
Fruehauf’s stainless-steel design 
introduced in 1940 and modern-
ized in 1951 (Sylvan Scale Models 
offers its kits with the modernized 
appearance). These sleek trailers 
employed the same “shot weld” 
method Budd used to build rail 
passenger cars around the same 

Sylvan Scale Models introduces
East and West version 1950s trailer kits in HO

time these highway trailers were 
constructed.
	 The trailers include side door 
and standard body, and Sylvan 
offers East  and West  versions. 
The company states trailers with 
axle bogies a bit forward from the 
rear were common in the Eastern 
U.S . ,  whi le  t ra i lers  with axles 
placed near the back of the frame 
were Western U.S. examples. In 
addition to the trailer body and 

axle placement options, Sylvan 
Scale Models offers an era-correct 
Thermo King refrigeration unit 
(shown in blue on the front of 
the Eastern-style trailer pictured 
above on the left).
	 Sylvan Scale Models offers a 
var ie ty  of  t ra i lers  and t ractor 
cabs for the intermodal-minded 
modeler to consider.

Sylvan Scale Models, sylvanscalemodels.com

Paint and 
Detail

Like a Pro!

See your dealer or visit
shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

ORDEr TOdAY!

128 
PAGES!

Scott Lupia shares his 30 years of model building 
experience; learn all about kitbashing, detailing, 
painting, and weathering!

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

$24.95
Order item PDRM

S/H per book: $8 U.S., $15 Non-U.S.
Call or visit our website 

for other shipping options.
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Review by Randall Pratt 
Model Photos by Tyler Whitcomb 
and Shane T. Mason 

Jacksonville Terminal Co. N scale
 
20-foot standard-height container 
electrical distribution unit 
with corrugated sides two-pack 
CAT 
205702 
 
40-foot standard-height container 
with smooth sides two-pack 
Nedlloyd 
405315 
 
40-foot standard-height container 
with smooth sides two-pack 
 
Dart 
405668 
 
Nissan 
405660 
 
SeaLand 
405662 
 
40-foot high-cube container 
with corrugated sides two-pack 
The Z Factor  
405181 
 
53-foot high-cube container 
with 8-55-8 corrugated sides two-pack 
EMD (centered logo) 
537026 

Jacksonville Terminal Company 
jtcmodeltrains.com

Review N

Endless Intermodal Options
from Jacksonville Terminal Company

For many years, N-scale modelers 
who wanted an intermodal train 
have had a limited selection of 

trailers and containers to choose from. 
Most of these early truck and trailer 
models I’m referencing were basic in 
construction and detail level, and they 
carried logos of companies popular 
from the mid- to late 20th century. Now 
22 years into a new century, logos we 
see on trains going by have changed…
the equipment has changed, and 
modelers of all ages have been pining 
for accurate models of the containers 
and names they are seeing trackside. 
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Left: Details Galore! A pack of wolves wanders 
through the woods under the tracks as Jacksonville 
Terminal Co. containers roll by in Kato well cars on 
Tyler Whitcomb’s N-scale Tenino & Western 
Railroad. Check out the fantastic end details on 
those containers! Even minor details were not left 
out. Look closely at the end of the green container 
to see the white corner castings and the safety 
striping on the top edge of the box.

Above and Below: Here you see just how detailed 
these Jacksonville Terminal Co. containers are. 
Note the logo printing is crisp, and the end details 
are well proportioned and, importantly, add dimen-
sion to their appearance. The different roofs and 
other details match the prototypes for each con-
tainer model. Check out those road numbers and 
safety stripes on the ends of the roof; these are “next 
level” containers. 

Thanks to the work of Jackson Terminal 
Company (JTC), the availability of 
current, notable, and highly detailed 
shipping container models in N scale 
is massively improved. In this review, 
I’ll briefly touch on containers typically 
seen on today’s trains and take a look 
at Jackson Terminal Company offerings 
that make these consists come alive for 
N scale. 
	 Double-stack trains are seen in several 
different flavors in North America. For 
modeling purposes, I find three basic 
categories that these types of trains 
generally fit: international, domestic 
freight, and domestic priority. Interna-
tional consists will typically have a mix 

of 40- and 20-foot containers riding in 
shorter 40- and 48-foot well cars. The 
containers will be painted for a mix of 
international shipping companies and 
customers, and some have distinctive 
special schemes. Some great examples 
of these are SeaLand, Maersk, Hapag-
Lloyd, and Ocean Network Express 
(ONE). A train with domestic freight 
will be mostly 53-footers with a mix of 
containers owned by railroads, leasing 
companies, and domestic shipping 
companies…think EMP, Florida East 
Coast, UMAX, and HubGroup. A 
domestic priority train will be carrying 
things like mail, perishables, and other 
high-priority goods. It may also be a 
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Below: A couple of railfan’s are out to catch the rare 
run of intermodal equipment on the Tenino & 
Western. You can see the clearly recognizable, but 
not oversized rivet details on the sides of both con-
tainers. True to scale, these 40-foot containers fit 
nicely in Kato well cars and use the magnet attach-
ment method to keep things stable and on the track. 

dedicated service for a single customer. 
Because of the specific customers, it is 
common to see these trains filled with 
blocks of containers from United Parcel 
Service, United States Postal Service, 
or Fedex, and dedicated carriers like 
Schneider, JB Hunt, and COFC. 
	 Among its recent releases, Jackson-
ville Terminal Company has expanded 
its line of containers to cover a wide 
range of prototypes. From early era 
intermodal lines like Maersk, American 
President Lines (APL), and SeaLand, 
up to the most modern EMP, UMAX, 
ONE, and others, JTC containers can 
fill your ports, trucks, and well cars in a 
variety of eras. Not only does JTC offer 
the well-known names I listed, they also 
have a good selection of more generic 
containers to fill out a train. Shipping 
companies like DART, XTRA, and GVC 
tend to have less conspicuous paint 
schemes but are still a key part of filling 
out a good-looking container train. 
	 It’s no secret that modelers love to 
snag a model of a locomotive or car in a 
special or one-off paint scheme. JTC has 
answered the call with several special 
paint schemes. Included in Model Rail-
road News’ samples for this review were 
a number of great schemes. Maersk’s 
rainbow-color Pride scheme, holiday 
themes with Santa and his sleigh, and 
a 4th of July “Celebrate Freedom” 
livery are all available. But the fun 
doesn’t stop there! Also available are 
several containers for other uses such 
as CAT generators, hazardous materials 
storage, and many military schemes.
	 Not only is JTC producing the 

containers that modelers of modern 
era trains are looking for, but they 
are also producing them on a level 
that will impress any detail-oriented 
enthusiast. No detail seems overlooked 
by the company, with all sides of these 
containers made to match prototype. 
Generic waffle or smooth sides and a 
single door and roof style just won’t do 
for many of today’s modelers and JTC 
delivers! They have made more than 12 
different body styles, each with details 
specific to the prototype modeled.  
	 The sides of containers are typically 
one of the most seen parts of the model. 
JTC has not only excellently pad printed 
the large graphics on the models, but 
has also included many if not all of the 
other smaller details that make each 
container unique. Container reporting 
marks, dimensional data, capacities, 
and conspicuity/safety marks are all 
present and legible. Highly noticeable 
are prototype-specific details such as 
paint patches, faded paint, and even 
the finest details such as corner cast-

ings (take a look at the green EMP 
container) painted in a prototypical 
color so they can be more easily seen. 
	 Three-dimensional details are 
not lacking. Hazard placards, logo 
boards, marking panels, vents, and 
attached signage are all present on 
these models. Great examples of 
these exterior features are seen on the 
20-foot CAT generator containers, 
and the hazardous materials storage 
containers. 
	 The ends of containers are also 
conspicuous to modelers and the 
camera. These are among the features 
that really make JTC’s containers 
stand out from other offerings. The 
locking mechanisms and door pat-
terns are all specific to the prototype 
and all parts that would be three 
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Above and Facing Page: All JTC containers have 
both magnets and IBC pins to adapt to and connect 
with any other containers available in N scale. Here 
we get a peek at the three magnets attached to the 
inside of the floor of the container. You can also see 
how close the IBC pins let the containers sit in the 
row of stacked 40-footers... this is a huge improve-
ment over older models. 

Below and Right: Even enlarged several times, the 
details on Jacksonville Terminal Co.’s CAT 20-foot 
generator containers are clear and crisp. Below, two 
20 -foot Hazmat containers f i t in per fect ly at 
Cascade Pulp and Paper. In the foreground, the Mill 
Job crew goes about their switching duties. 
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Above: Jacksonville Terminal Company’s National 
Steel Car 53-foot well car replicates Trailer Train’s 
Class NWF13 single-unit well car with 17-post side 
design. These assembled N-scale freight car mod-
els are sold in single units and two-packs. This 
model was part of a two-pack (772014) that retailed 
for $88.95. The black Mitsui model (142003) in the 
foreground is JTC’s 40-foot container chassis with 
North American gooseneck design, which comes in 
assembled two-packs retailing for around $30.

Preceding Pages: Given how many different types 
and paint schemes are available from JTC, we 
N-scale modelers can make intermodal service of 
several different types come alive on our layouts. 
Out of the package, JTC containers are clean and 
the paint colors bright, perfectly ready for a layer of 
weathering. 

Below and Facing Page: Jacksonville Terminal 
Company has produced several variations for EMP’s 
green scheme. This centered logo release appears 
on the manufacturer’s 53-foot high-cube container 
with 8-55-8 corrugated sides. This release (JTC’s 
537026) carries a $33.95 suggested retail price.

dimensional on the prototype are also 
three dimensional on these models. 
Included are details like weather 
sealing around doors, logos that are 
underneath the locking mechanisms, 
and the dense dimensional data. 
	 Roofs can often be overlooked as part 
of a model; thankfully, JTC doesn’t 
think they should be. Each container 
has the correct roof with not just the 
correct profile but the proper detailing 
as well. Containers that are open 
topped have a decent representation 
of tarps in several different colors. The 
tarps are the only part of these models 
that is easily called out as definitely 
being a model when photographed. 
Fine fabric details like tarps are one of 
the most difficult things to make look 
photo realistic. JTC’s rendition of this 
feature is a solid effort that certainly 
does better than many other attempts. 
	 Another sticking point for many 
modelers is attaching containers to 
other containers in a double-stack 
configuration or keeping them from 
sliding off trailer chassis or flatcars. JTC 
has included the two most common 
attachment methods used in N scale. 
The first is Inter-Box Connecting (IBC) 
pins. These were common on many 
older container models; however, they 
can sometimes be way out of scale on 

these now-vintage toolings and show 
up as eyesores in pictures. JTC has 
made sure to still offer IBC connections 
and has kept them to scale, so that they 
also look great. On the more hidden 
but very functional side of things, three 
magnets on the bottom of the containers 
(40-foot and larger, fewer magnets on 
20-footers) and a metal plate in the 
roof of the container provide a very 
stable magnetic attachment for these 
containers and they work very nicely 
with other brands that have a similar 
design, like Kato’s N-scale well cars and 
containers. 
	 Now that I’ve discussed many im-
portant attributes included on JTC 
containers, there is always a need for 
equipment to haul them. Also available 
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Above: This colorful collection of Jacksonville Terminal Company 20-foot containers includes standard 
livery selections from Siemens, ONE, and Hapag-Lloyd, along with a special paint Maersk example. The 
pair of yellow CAT models (on the left in the back row) are electrical distribution units. The green and sand 
color containers in the foreground on the right are from JTC’s military series. 

from JTC, and in comparable detail, are 
a number of different container chassis 
and a newer style intermodal well car 
model. JTC’s N-scale trailer chassis 
include IBC connections and metal 
plates built in, to securely hold any of 
the matching length containers. The 
chassis are just as detailed, with proper 
hubs, simulated brake hardware, tail-
lights, and markings. The company’s 
N-scale National Steel Car (NSC) 
17-post well car replica features die-cast 
construction of the main body, which 
gives those magnets in the containers 
something to hold on to and allows 
for better operations. This is a balance 
of features that many modelers have 
griped about for years with earlier well 

car models that were either too light, 
so they derailed, or too heavy so they 
looked oversized and a long train was 
unfeasible due to the weight of the cars. 
JTC’s N-scale well cars include holes for 
the IBC connection pins, making place-
ment of 20- and 40-foot containers in 
the longer wells much easier and more 
stable. These cars make a great addition 
to a modern fleet of well cars. To my 
knowledge, they have not been offered 
before in N scale and are commonly 
seen mixed in with many other styles of 
well cars (that are available from other 

manufacturers) in prototypical consists. 
	 For the modern modeler pursuing 
N scale, JTC containers and other 
products are a perfect addition to 
an intermodal consist or container 
depot. The details included on the 
models make them standouts for casual 
viewing on a layout and centerpieces 
for model railroad photos. JTC makes 
having a detailed model layout easier 
than ever and is pioneering the quality 
of non-train items (like its controlled 
entry kiosk, chassis, and other releases) 
in N scale. 
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Review by Tony Cook 

Walthers SceneMaster HO-scale
 
Pipe Load kit 
949-3250, MSRP: $17.98 

Wm. K. Walthers 
walthers.com

An Easy Pipe Load
New Walthers SceneMaster kit

Review HO

Easy to assemble and designed to 
fit the company’s Mainline-series 
HO-scale Pullman-Standard 

60-foot bulkhead flatcar (reviewed on 
pages 60-61 in this edition of Model 
Railroad News, this SceneMaster pipe 
load kit from Walthers is a release to 
consider for your railroad. 
	 I believe this pipe load is a new 
release from Walthers. The kit comes 
bagged with a cardboard topper 
designed for pegboard mounting in 
a hobby shop... when I don’t know 
how an accessory release like this is 
packaged, I am unsure of where to look 
for it in a store or at a train show. This 
packaging is large, as it houses one long 
plastic sprue with all the kit’s 45-foot 

pipe sections molded in black plastic. 
The other sprue is molded in tan plastic 
and includes the cross brace sections 
and stakes for installation into the 
pockets lining the outside of a flatcar. 
A small sheet comes with this kit 
containing a diagram and description 
of the assembly process. 
	 Each level of consists of 10 pipes 
that are molded as a single layer. 
They are similar, but you’ll find one 
has mounting holes on just one side. 
This is the bottom or base layer. It is 
on the sprue opposite the end with the 
Walthers name part number tab. The 
other pipe layers include holes on their 
top and bottom enabling connection to 
the cross brace sections. The assembled 
pipe load stacks seven layers with 
six cross brace sections (with posts 
on both sides) sandwiching between. 
The top layer of pipes receives a cross 
brace section with posts only on its 
underside, providing a smooth board 
surface appearance on the load. The job 
is easy with a successful finish, when 
you set aside the couple of part variants 
and organize the repeated pieces.

	 For this kit build I added no paint 
to the black and tan pieces to show 
the reader what it looks like direct 
from the package. I used a pair of 
sprue cutters, a sharp hobby knife, 
sanding file, and super glue adhesive 
and completed the project over a 
workspace mat. The pipe layers are at-
tached by no less than 18 connections 
to the sprue and/or the next layer and 
this is where the majority of the busy 
work comes into this build. The cross 
braces and stakes for the flatcar pocket 
have connections to their sprue at each 
end and nipping these free from the 
sprue goes quickly. With a very small 
amount of adhesive applied to each 
post on the cross braces and gently 
pressing them into the pipe layer, 
you simply repeat this process until 
you are out of these components. The 
pipe layers are thick and amply sturdy 

Above: The completed pipe load measures 45 feet 
long and stands a bit less than 10 feet tall. The pipes 
come molded in black, and cross brace sections 
and stakes for the car’s side pockets are molded in 
tan. With a bit of paint or dull cote, an authentic look 
is easy to attain with this release.
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that I encountered no challenges 
from warping that might make a 
solid-looking load difficult. Walthers 
promotes this pipe load for use with 
its Mainline-series 60-foot bulkhead 
flatcar, but you will find that this kit 
could find use beyond this mentioned 
freight car. I pulled an example of the 
recent Walthers Mainline HO-scale 
53-foot Railgon gondola. You can see 
how you could easily modify the build 
to include fewer layers and the shorter 
load would fit fine in this open gon 
model. A freight car is not necessary 
for this load’s use, as these pipes come 
from somewhere and go someplace in 
the real world, and you can recreate 
these locations and scenes with this 
offering.
	 The build was easy. If I can do it, 
you can do it better. Try one of these 
Walthers SceneMaster pipe loads and 
see what you make of it and where 
you place it on your railroad.  

Right: Two plastic sprues and an assembly guide 
sheet make up this Walthers SceneMaster kit. 
Retailing for $17.98, this kit fits the Mainline bulk-
head flatcar recently released and reviewed in this  
edition of Model Railroad News.
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Alco built ten locomotives for Denver & Rio Grande 
Western in 1923, and three of these remarkable machines  
still call  Durango home, powering the iconic “Silverton” 
trains since the 1950s. Here is the story of the first 
modern narrow gauge locomotive on Rio Grande and 
how it is posed to enter its second century of service. 

Author Jerry Day spent 45 years compiling information and more than 300 photos, maps, track folios, drawings, and 
diagrams, including a three-page foldout drawing created by Mike McKenzie for this 200+ page volume. In addition, you 
will find the history of D&RGW’s purchase of the K-28s, the operational history on the lines they ran, and the history of 
K-28 snow fighting operations, special passenger runs, wrecks & mishaps, movie appearances, locomotive modifications 
and changes, and how the K-28s operate today on the Durango & Silverton railroad. Includes an appendix  with the 
complete D&RGW/Alco specs for the locomotives. 
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HO — Mine Mount Models intro-
duces what it calls “a little slice 
of paradise” with its Utopia Cafe 
kit. This HO representation of a 
small restaurant business is typical 
of many roadside establishments 
found in  many  loca t ions .  The 
company states its Utopia Cafe 
k i t  can be  assembled with  the 
investment of a couple enjoyable 
evenings of modeling. The finished 
structure will occupy a 4 x 2-inch 
footprint on your model railroad. 
The landscaped example scene 
s h a r e d  h e r e  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
4 x 7 inches. The kit sells for $40 
and comes packed with illustrated 
instructions. You’ll find a variety 
of  3D-printed detai ls  included 
with the building components, as 
well as sign options to decorate the 
exterior to make it fit into several 
time periods. Visit Mine Mount 
Models online to see this and other 
releases.

Mine Mount Models, minemountmodels.com

Utopia Cafe kit is new in HO scale
from Mine Mount Models

Above and Below: This assembled and decorated 
example of Mine Mount Models’ HO-scale Utopia 
Cafe kit shows what you can attain with the release 
and your time, skills, and basic hobby tools and 
supplies. This $40 kit comes with laser-cut walls and 
roof and Tichy Train Group-made doors. The sand-
wich board sign is included, along with color instruc-
tions (scenery and other details are not included).
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will find the history of D&RGW’s purchase of the K-28s, the operational history on the lines they ran, and the history of 
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Burlington Northern Commuter E9 decals
in HO and N from Fusion Scale Graphics

HO & N — Fusion Scale Graphics 
offers several decal sets reproducing 
lettering and logos for creating a va-
riety of models, including airplanes, 
cars and trucks, and railroad subjects. 
The company’s Burlington Northern 
Commuter E9 Hockey Stick sets come 
in HO (FSG-BN102-87, MSRP: $12) 
and N (FSG-BN102-160, MSRP: $9). 
The graphics include two-color nose 
stripes, white BN logos and hockey 
stick bands, as well as red, white, 
and blue U.S. flag emblems. You can 
purchase Fusion Scale Graphics decal 
sets direct from the company via its 
website.

Fusion Scale Graphics, fsdecals.com

Above: Burlington Northern 9903 and 9925 at Chicago in July 1991. These two BN E9Am examples 
nearly span to 25-unit roster series (9900–9908 and 9910–9925) from beginning to end. The first nine 
units were E8s Morrison-Knudsen (M-K) rebuilt in 1973 to E9 specs and set up for head-end power abil-
ity. The other part of the roster (9910–9925) were E9s with updated electronics and a conversion to head-
end power capability (also by M-K). — Bruce C. Nelson photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Right: Draw your own crowds of appreciative fol-
lowers in HO or N with Fusion Scale Graphics decals 
for Burlington Northern E-units. BN 9918, 9902, 
9913, and 9921 have an audience at Aurora, Ill., on 
August 30, 1992. — Lance A. Wales photo, Kevin 
EuDaly collection 
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Casey’s General Store kit in HO from Summit 

HO — Casey’s General Store is a 
common roadside sight across the 
Midwest and Southern U.S. The 
company (based in the Des Moines, 
Iowa, area) operates more than 
2,100 locations similar in setup 
and design to this new HO-scale 
replica from Summit USA.
	 The company’s Casey’s General 
Store kit (CA-001) provides milled 
styrene and laser-cut components 
presented in white ,  with clear 
acrylic sections for windows, and 
self-adhesive micro-plywood sections 
to construct a modern edition of this 
chain’s typical location. The model 
components require some light 
sanding for optimal fit and painting 
is required. Included with this kit 
are various building parts, including 
gas pumps, iceboxes, and signs. 
The completed building (as shown) 
resides on a 13 1/4 by 5 3/4-inch 
footprint and stands three inches. The 

canopy over the pumps measures 14 
3/4 by 2 3/4-inches and stands three 
inches. On Summit’s website you’ll 
find a link to download a PDF of the 
view the manual for this kit. This kit, 
which sells for $120, and many others 
are available from your hobby dealer 

and direct from the manufacturer. 
You can also purchase a built-up, 
painted Casey’s General Store from 
Summit USA for $355 that is ready 
to place on your model railroad. 

Summit USA, summit-customcuts.com

Tues – Fri: 10-6
Saturday: 10-5
Sunday: 12-4

Closed Monday

HO, N, Z and Lionel Trains and Supplies

1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd • Portland, OR 97212Keep your railroad running at its best with our 
Track Cleaner Freight Cars and Locomotives!

HO / N Scale - Made in the U.S.A.
www.StealthTrackCleaner.com   •   616-784-4104

GOT DIRTY TRACK?

www.jbwheelsets.com

Slightly different name...
same great product!

CHECK OUT OUR
RESISTOR WHEELS

visit
dieselera.com

today
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Scientific’s Branchline Milk Shed kit
from Micro-Mark in HO scale

HO — Scientific’s Branchline Milk 
Shed kit (90449) from Micro-Mark 
offers a trackside stop structure for 
your model railroad with a footprint 
of 6 by 3 1/4-inches for the completed 
building (which is made up of laser-
cut basswood pieces). This assembled 
and decorated example shows what 
you can create from this $29.95 
release. This and other structure kits 
are available now from Scientific at 
Micro-Mark’s website.

Micro-Mark, 800-225-1066; micromark.com

GROUND THROWS
with TARGETS

STANDARD
GROUND
THROWS

Similar to our 101R & 202S plus
combines operating targets for
high visibility indication. Numbers
1 thru 9 supplied for track num-
bering if you desire. At better 
dealers or direct.

HO Scale with .190” travel
109R Rigid ..................$4.50
210S Sprung ...............$4.80

HO Scale with .190” travel
101R Rigid ..................$3.35
202S Sprung ...............$3.60

N Scale with .135” travel
105R Rigid ..................$3.35
206S Sprung ...............$3.60

Atlas “Mark 2” and O Scale with
.280” travel

107R Rigid ..................$3.50
208S Sprung ...............$3.65

AT DEALERS OR DIRECT.
Add $5.  handling per order
Il. residents add 8% sales tax

8511 W. MOUND RD.
LENA, IL 61048-9697

CABOOSE INDUSTRIES
www.cabooseind.com

75
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New releases and new website
from Train Control Systems

ELECTRONICS — Train Control 
Systems (TCS) recently debuted an 
updated website. TCS states their 
new online home is a cleaner, more 
accessible, and faster tool to locate 
the electronic items you are seeking 
for your model railroad. 
	 TCS’ CS-105 Command Station 
(CS-105, MSRP: $529.95) is a Digital 
Command Control (DCC) unit with 
integrated Layout Command Control 
(LCC) feature, and built-in RailCom 
detector. TCS designed its CS-105 
Command Station to work with its 
Universal WiFi Throttle (UWT-100, 
MSRP: $299.95).

	 For railroads requiring more power, 
TCS offers its B-106 Auxiliary DCC 
Booster (MSRP: $369.95). Like the CS-
105, this piece of electronics integrates 
LCC and RailCom features. Included 
with TCS’ B-106 unit is a power 
supply, AC cord, and detachable 
track power connector.
	 Find out more about these products 
and see what Train Control Systems 
offers in its line of DCC-related re-
leases by visiting the manufacturer’s 
website. Products are available from 
hobby dealers and direct from TCS.

Train Control Systems, tcsdcc.com

IN HO
CASEY’SGeneral

 Store

2023 CALENDAR

David Start, 22 Ice Plant Road, Lafayette, NJ 07848-2403

dstart.elhs @gmail.com

9

www.erielackhs.org
11

MRN

9

4

Erie Lackawanna
Railroad Historical Society

ONLY PAYMENTS IN U.S. FUNDS WILL BE ACCEPTED
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Scientific’s HO camera car set
from Micro-Mark

HO — Scientific’s Camera Car set 
(90154) is available in a recently 
upgraded version. This Micro-Mark 
exclusive comes in a foam-lined, 
wood case (shown below) and in-
cludes a 1080p high-definition camera 
mounted in an HO-scale Walthers 

Mainline gondola. The camera can 
send video via your wi-fi connection 
for amazing journeys around your 
model railroad. Included with this 
$124.95 release is a USB charging 
cable.

Micro-Mark, 800-225-1066; micromark.com

www.cmrtrain.com
Visit our website to see these and more kits from CMR

CMR KITS

Santa Fe 
Depot

Building Under
Construction

Laser-cut Building KitsLaser-cut Building Kits

NEW

HO & N

KITS

NEW

HO & N

SCALE

www.blairline.com
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HO, N & O — Woodland Scenics 
has a wide variety of products 
and uses for its Just Plug lighting 
system. The design, like its name, 
makes for  a  s imple connection 
between power, wiring leads, and 
items equipped with LEDs in the 
Just Plug series. New to the line 
i s  a  col lect ion of  t raf f ic  l ights 
available in HO, N, and O scales. 
The fully assembled and decorated 
details include LEDs that repro-
duce controllable lighting effects, 
simulating these common roadway 
safety features. You see each of the 
three initial offerings in this series 
on this page: Suspended Flashing 
Lights (below), Pedestal Traffic 
Light (bottom of the page below), 
and Mast Arm Traffic Light (right).

Woodland Scenics, woodlandscenics.com

Woodland Scenics adds series of traffic lights
for Just Plug system in HO, N, and O scales

Above and Below: This decorated intersection 
scene shows what Woodland Scenics’ new Just Plug 
traffic lights can add to your railroad and enhance 
its realism (below views show the packaging to look 
for and what comes in the Mast Arm Traffic Light 
set in N scale).  
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visit hotraincollector.com today

South Platte Press presents
Crandall Cabs book

B O O K  —  S o u t h  P l a t t e  P r e s s 
recently celebrated four decades 
in the publishing business and 
moves into 2023 with several new 
titles.  Chicago & North Western: 
C r a n d a l l  C a b s  a n d  S e c o n d h a n d 
E-units is the complete story of 
the road’s unusual approach to 
its Chicago-area commuter service 
motive power needs in the 1970s. 
Chicago & North Western (C&NW) 
acquired E-units from Kansas City 
Southern and Union Pacific to pull 
its commuter trains. Among the 15 
secondhand E-units, a collection of 
six saw rebuilding into the unique 
Crandall Cab body style.

	 In his 80-page softcover book, 
author Bruce C. Nelson documents 
C&NW’s efforts with this group of 
E-units and shares the interesting 
story of the development of the 
road’s Crandall Cab. This South 
Platte Press title retails for $34.95 
and includes 125 color images.
	 A l s o  n e w  f r o m  S o u t h  P l a t t e 
Press is Hero of the Rails by James 
J. Reisdorff. This 88-page softcover 
book tells the story of a St. Joseph 
& Grand Island fireman who risked 
his life saving a two-year-old boy 
playing on the tracks.

South Platte Press, southplattepress.com

railroadbooks.biz
has 1,900+ new titles, all at discount

ORDERS: U.S. 800 554-7463
BUSINESS & INTERNATIONAL:

(+01)812 391-2664
SEND: $2.00 for paper booklistE-MAIL FOR FREE PDF LIST
PO Box 4, Bloomington, IN

47402-0004 U.S.A.www.railroadbooks.biz
railroadbooks@earthlink.net

NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

DOMESTIC SHIPPING
FREE OVER $63.00 • Random Lighting Circuit

• Traffic Light Circuit
• Burning Fire Circuit and more!
• Custom Lighted Vehicles

Lighted Circuits For Your Layout

Eastcoastcircuits.com   Eastcoastcircuits@gmail.com

East Coast Circuits
Innovating Your Model Railroad Layout

P. O. Box 25412 • Providence, RI 02905

 

 

More Shows, Tickets, & Info: TrainShow.com  
Info@TrainShow.email PO Box 1192 - Lombard, IL 60148  

Visit Trainshow.com for the latest information about  
the World’s Greatest Hobby on Tour Shows 

GGrreeeennbbeerrgg’’ss  TTrraaiinn  &&  TTooyy  SShhooww        
 America’s Train & Toy Show since 1976 
GGrreeaatt  AAmmeerriiccaann  TTrraaiinn  SShhoowwss  
Quality Train Shows from coast to coast 
GGrreeaatt  MMiiddwweesstt  TTrraaiinn  SShhooww  

The best place to buy & sell trains since 1971 

TThhee  bbeesstt  ppllaaccee  ttoo  ffiinndd  GGrreeaatt  
TTrraaiinn  SShhoowwss  iinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  

Jan 21-22 Richmond, VA - Richmond Raceway  
Jan 21-22 Novi, MI-Suburban Collection Showplace 
Jan 28-29 St. Charles, MO - Convention Center 
Jan 28-29 Sacramento, CA - Cal Expo 
Feb 4-5 Hampton Roads, VA - Convention Center 
Feb 5 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair 
Feb 11-12 Indianapolis, IN - Indiana State Fair 
Feb 11-12 Wilmington, DE - Chase Center 
Feb 11-12 Costa Mesa, CA - OC Fair & Event Center 
Feb 18-19 Rochester, NY - Dome Arena 
Feb 18-19 Ventura, CA - Ventura County Fair 
Mar 4-5 Dayton, OH - Montgomery County Fair 
Mar 5 Wheaton, IL - DuPage County Fair 
Mar 11-12 Rock Island, IL - QCCA Expo Center 
Mar 11-12 Edison, NJ - New Jersey Expo Center 
Mar 11-12 Salt Lake City, UT - Utah State Fair Park 
Mar 18-19 Des Monies, IA - Iowa Events Center 
Mar 18-19 Victorville, CA - SBC Fair 

SSCCHHEEDDUULLEE::  
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Canadian Pacific’s Connaught Tunnel
is documented in new book

BOOK — Revels toke  Her i tage 
Railway Society announces a sixth 
volume for Douglas R. Mayer’s 
series of books on Canadian Pacific 
Railway’s Revelstoke Division. 
Mayer’s  attention turns in this 
vo lume to  what  was  once  the 
longest railroad tunnel in North 
America. 
	 Canadian  Pac i f i c ’ s  f ive -mi le 
Connaught Tunnel was opened in 
1916 and allowed the right-of-way 
to avoid the greatest challenges 
of  Rogers  Pass ,  located in  the 
Selkirk Mountains of British Co-
lumbia. The new book, which is 

a fund-raiser project for the non-
profit Revelstoke Heritage Railway 
Society, is an illustrated 100-page 
release with the results of many 
years of research included across 
its pages. Topics include extensive 
coverage of the tunnel’s innovative 
des ign  and construct ion ,  1931 
flood, and the stalled Selkirk steam 
locomotive incident. The book sells 
a $35 and can be ordered from 
the Revelstoke Heritage Railway 
Society’s website.

Revelstoke Heritage Railway Society,
revelstoke-railway-museum.myshopify.com

Dan Goins
Zycon Models
Cell: 214-458-4048

Website: www.zyconmodels.com
Email: dgoins187@gmail.com

Ebay Seller ID
zyconmodels

Production Limited
To Only 250 Models

International
7600
Vacuum Truck

NOW AVAILABLE!  1/87th (HO) Scale

These rigs are utilized in a wide range of applications. Typically
used as a contract service they can be found  working at power
plants, construction projects, agricultural, railway MOW, mining 
operations a wide variety of industrial plant projects and 
emergency services.  Most larger municipal water works 
departments own fleets of these vehicles. 
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Southern Pacific & The KM Hydraulics 2nd Edition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75.50
SP Pictorial Vol 51 Western Oregon Lines Two 

Tillamook to Coos Bay Via Salem & Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26.50
Stainless Steel A Book of Trains - Via . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23.75
Standard Tank Car Co Vol 1 Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 49  . . .35.00
Steam Encounters at Montreal Vol 2 CNR & CPR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33.75
Tennessee Central Railway The First 50 Years - Arcadia . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23.50
The Diesel That Did It- General Motor’s FT Locomotive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45.75
Tracking Down the Past - Verde Canyon Railroad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .97.50
Tracks of the New York City Subway 2023 Edition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60.75
Twin Cities Rails Color Pictorial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65.75
Union Pacific Railroad Heritage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30.75
Walk Through Fire: The Train Disaster That Changed America  . . . . . . . . .26.75
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Santa Fe Steam Reference
Santa Fe Steam Compendium on CD-ROM

Review by Tony Cook

Santa Fe Railway Historical 
and Modeling Society 
 
Santa Fe Steam Compendium, 
Volume Two
by Joseph A. Strapac  
 
Santa Fe Railway Historical 
and Modeling Society 
sfrhms.org

Digital releases for Joseph A. 
Strapac’s two volume Santa Fe 
Steam Compendium are handy 

and easily accessible reference tools 
for the rail historian and/or model 
train enthusiast with a passion for 
steam operated by Santa Fe. The road’s 
progress with steam locomotives 
begins with Strapac’s first volume, 
subtitled Early Locomotives, with chap-
ters devoted to the road’s formative 
years with ancestral and subsidiary 
systems included. Eight chapters 
follow the opening information in 
the first volume and cover Santa Fe’s 

Below: This 1910 view shows Santa Fe 258 (a 1903 
Baldwin-built 4-4-2) at Arkansas City, Kan. This 
Atlantic-type is the starting point for coverage in the 
second volume. Across nearly 600 pages, the author 
journeys through the road’s modern steam, culmi-
nating with large 10-driver locomotives, Mallet, and 
Articulated roster members.

Above: Noted rail historian Joseph A. Strapac au-
thored two volumes on Santa Fe’s steam locomo-
tives. The titles, published by Santa Fe Railway 
Historical and Modeling Society, include hardcover 
print editions and digital editions on CD-ROM. 

Eight-Wheeler 4-4-0, Ten-Wheeler 
4-6-0, Mogul 2-6-0, 2-8-0, 4-8-0, 0-4-0 
and Tank Switchers, and 0-6-0 and 
0-8-0 Switchers. The second book, 
subtitled Modern Locomotives, opens 
with a brief introduction and proceeds 
into early 20th century roster members 
with a dozen chapters each focused on 
a specific type or types of locomotives: 
Atlantic 4-4-2, Prairie 2-6-2, Pacific 
4-6-2, Heavy Pacific 4-6-4, Mikado 
2-8-2, Heavy Mikado 2-8-4, Mountain 
4-8-2, Heavy Mountain 4-8-4, Decapod 
2-10-0, Santa Fe 2-10-2, 2-10-4, and a 
combined presentation for Mallet and 
Articulated locomotives. 
	 For this review, I obtained the digital 
(CD-ROM) version of Santa Fe Steam 
Compendium, Volume Two. While I 
feel comfortable in my knowledge of 
Santa Fe diesel locomotives, steam 
locomotives require a time invest-
ment. However, I appreciate them 

Review Book
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Suggested Reading

The Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling Society (sfrhms.org) is an excellent example of this 
type of preservation organization. The group’s publications cover their namesake railroad with the 
color quarterly The Warbonnet magazine and numerous books, including Joseph A. Strapac’s pair 
of Santa Fe Steam Compendium reference titles shown above. As this review went to press, digital 
versions (on CD-ROM) of these reference books were available from the society’s online shop. The 
hardcover first volume was listed as out of print, while the second volume (which sells for $150) 
was shown with a note informing interested buyers to join a wait list for any overruns on this second 
volume’s print edition. The disk versions of both Santa Fe Steam Compendium titles were listed as 
available, with a set of CD-ROMs selling for $75 providing digital (PDF format) editions. You can 
also purchase either title on CD-ROM for $40 each.

Above: Santa Fe 3752, a 4-8-4 steam locomotive, 
shows off its rebuilt appearance in early 1948. By 
this time, Santa Fe was dieselizing its roster like 
many other Class 1 railroads in the U.S. The soci-
ety’s second volume on Santa Fe steam includes 
loads of black & white views like this one, roster 
listings, diagrams, and supporting text. 

and have a desire to understand and 
know more about the subject. That in 
mind, I was a bit concerned that the 
information would be challenging for 
the steam-challenged reader... I was 
pleased to find that Strapac (as he 
does in all his works I’ve encountered) 
writes with authority and accessibility. 
This volume was an enjoyable trip 
through this portion of the road’s 
steam locomotive history. All images 
are black & white and I found the 
quality of the digital version to be 
excellent, with clean views free of 
pixelation or “mosquito fuzz” that 
can degrade images compressed for 
presentation in this style release. You 
can buy either digital volume for $40 
or add the pair to your library for $75. 
Visit the society’s excellent website 
to find out about membership, enjoy 
online reference to Santa Fe, and order 
this or other titles. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVE by TONY COOK with model photos by ReSourced Rails staff

Santa Fe’s Blue Goose can easily 
capture the attention of even 
a devoted diesel enthusiast... 

I’ve found myself in this predica-
ment and am working through it by 
researching HO-scale 4-6-4 Blue Goose 
releases of the past for HO Collector’s 
(hotraincollector.com) First Quarter 
2023 edition cover story. The only 
plastic HO rendition came in early 1976 
from Rivarossi and was marketed in 
North America by Associated Hobby 
Manufacturers (a vintage February 
1976 ad appears on the left and shows 

a $49.99 introductory offer deal) I paid 
a good bit more for my example, which 
I’ll share and discuss in this mentioned 
HO Collector article. Other attempts 
at Santa Fe 3460 are several brass 
replicas. Tenshodo’s effort (shown 
below) distributed by Pacific Fast Mail 
may be the first. A Boo-Rim Preccision 
handcrafted brass HO Blue Goose 
came in 2012 (the most recent before 
Broadway Limited Imports’ effort 
reviewed in this edition) and was an 
Iron Horse Models/Precision Scale 
Co., Inc. release (shown above). 
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ALABAMA, MOBILE, March 4-5, 2023. SWARM Model 
Train Show at Mobile Via Health Fitness and Enrich-
ment Center, 1717 Dauphin St. Enjoy our model train 
show featuring operating model railroads in several 
scales, demonstrations of model railroad techniques, 
and many vendors and dealers. Presented by South 
West Alabama Railroad Modelers. Refreshments avail-
able, Free parking, Wheelchair accessible. Admission: 
$8.00 Adults, $15.00 Family, age 9 and under free. 
Contact Glenn A. Samuel at (205) 914-0693.

GEORGIA, CARTERSVILLE, March 11-12, 2023. 25th An-
nual Piedmont Division Model Train Show at Clarence 
Brown Conference Center, 5450 GA Hwy 20. Enjoy 
our train show featuring six operating model railroads, 
150 vendor tables, food trucks, and more. Presented by 
Piedmont Division SER NMRA. Door prizes, Refresh-
ments available, Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, 
NMRA event. Admission: Adults $10.00, age 9 and un-
der are FREE. Contact Sally Bando at (404) 550-4816, 
or visit themodeltrainshow.com

GEORGIA, SAVANNAH, March 4-5, 2023. Coastal Rail 
Buffs 34th Annual Model Railroad and Train Show at 
Savannah Mall, 14045 Abercorn St. Enjoy our train 
show featuring more than 100 vendor tables, and 
operating model railroad displays in N, HO, and O 
scale. Presented by Coastal Rail Buffs. Wheelchair 
accessible, Free parking. Admission: Adult 2-Day 
Pass $7.00, Students 65+ Seniors $5.00, under 12 
and active military FREE. Contact George Thomas at  
(912) 856-1240, or visit coastalrailbuffs.com

ILLINOIS, URBANA, March 25-26, 2023. 39th Annual 
Lincoln Square Train Show at Lincoln Square Village 
Mall, 100 W. High Street. Enjoy model railroad displays, 
vendors of model railroad items and railroadiana, his-
torical societies, and museum exhibits. Sponsor Illi-
nois Terminal Division NMRA also hosts a “Make and 
Take” for beginning modelers of all ages. Door prize 
is an N scale layout. Wheelchair accessible, Refresh-
ments available, NMRA event, Free parking, Door 
prizes. Admission: FREE. Contact Mike Lehman at  
(217) 344-5609, or visit itd.illinoisterminaldivision.org

INDIANA, NAPPANEE, March 18, 2023. Elkhart Model 
Railroad Club 18th Annual Train Show at Claywood 
Event Center, 13924 N 1100 W. Enjoy our train show 
featuring more than 150 vendor tables selling new and 
used model trains. Operating layout displays. Free 
parking, Wheelchair accessible, Refreshments avail-
able. Admission: $5.00 Per Person, Age 12 and under 
free with paid adult. Contact Nathan Overmyer at (574) 
850-8485, or visit www.emrrc.com

IOWA, DUBUQUE, March 4, 2023. Model Railroad Ga-
rage Sale at Dubuque County Fair Grounds 4-H Bldg., 
14569 Old Highway Rd. Buy, sell, and trade new and 
used model railroad equipment in all scales and gaug-
es. Operating model railroad display. Presented by Da-
kota Southeastern Division Thousand Lakes Region 
NMRA. Refreshments available, Free parking, Wheel-
chair accessible, NMRA event. Admission: $3.00 Per 
Person, under 12 free with paid adult. Contact Gerry 
Miller at (563) 663-0857.

KANSAS, LAWRENCE, March 4-5, 2023. 21st Lawrence 
Model Railroad Club Train Show at Crown Toyota, 
3400 South Iowa St. Enjoy our train show featuring 
vendors selling new and used model trains in all scales 
and gauges. Donate canned goods and get $2.00 ad-
mission. Refreshments available, Free parking, Door 
prizes, Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $8.00 Per 
Person. Contact Jim Turner at (785) 393-6207, or visit 
www.lawrencemodelrailroad.org

MARYLAND, BOONSBORO, February 11, 2023. HMRRM 
February Train Show at Washington County Ag Center, 
7313 Sharpsburg Pike. Enjoy our train show featuring 
vendors selling all scales of model trains, as well as rail-
road artifacts, collectibles, books, and more. Presented 
by Hagerstown Model Railroad Museum. Refreshments 
available, Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, Door 
prizes. Admission: $5.00 per person, 12 and under 
free. Contact Joe Caha at (301) 800-9820, or visit  
www.antietamstation.com

MASSACHUSETTS, HINGHAM, March 11-12, 2023. Spring 
Show & Open House at South Shore Model Railway 
Club, 52 Bare Cove Park Drive. Our 10,000 sq. ft. build-
ing will host our permanent HO, HOn3, and Trolley lay-
outs along with dealer tables and club white elephant 
table. Free parking. Admission: Adults $5.00, Seniors 
$3.00, Under 4 free with adult. Contact Jack Foley at 
(781) 740-2000, or visit SSMRC.org

NEW YORK, HAMBURG, February 18-19, 2023. WNYRHS 
Train & Toy Show/WNY Division NMRA Meet at Fair 
Grounds Event Center, 5820 South Park Ave. Enjoy 
our train show featuring multiple operating layouts 
in N, HO, S, and O, LEGO display and activity area, 
clinic presentations, and more than 350 vendor tables. 
Special joint event hosted by Western New York Rail-
way Historical Society and WNY Division NFR NMRA. 
NMRA event. Admission: Adults $8.00, Age 12 and un-
der FREE. Contact Art Toale at (716) 837-1791, or visit  
www.trainweb.org/wnyrhs

NORTH CAROLINA, FLETCHER, February 24-25, 2023. 23rd 
Annual Asheville Train Show at WNC Agricultural Cen-
ter Expo Building, 1301 Fanning Bridge Rd. Enjoy our 
train show featuring new and used model trains in all 
scales and gauges, railroad collectibles, artifacts and 
antiques, operating layouts, hundreds of vendor tables. 
Presented by Western North Carolina Model Railroad-
ers. Door prizes, Refreshments available, Free parking, 
Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $6.00 Per Person, 
under 10 with adult free. Contact Mike Devore at (828) 
242-4411, or visit www.asheville-trainshow.com

NORTH CAROLINA, NEW BERN, March 4-5, 2023. 27th An-
nual Train Show at New Bern Riverside Convention 
Center, 203 South Front St. Enjoy our train show fea-
turing 90 tables of vendors selling new and used model 
trains in all scales and gauges. Many operating model 
railroads, plus LEGO layout for the kids. Free parking, 
Wheelchair accessible, Refreshments available. Ad-
mission: $8.00 Age 12 and Up, Under 12 FREE with 
Adult. Contact George Creathorne at (201) 213-6907.

OHIO, WEST CHESTER, March 11, 2023. Model Railroad 
Spring Flea Market at Lakota West Freshman School, 
5050 Tylersville Rd. Enjoy our train show featuring 
new and used model trains in all scales and gauges. 
Test Track available. Sponsored by Cincinnati Divi-
sion 7 NMRA. Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, 
NMRA event, Refreshments available. Admission: 
$7.00 Adult, $3.00 Age 11-15, Age 10 and Under 
FREE. Contact Joe Smith at (513) 662-7245, or visit  
bit.ly/2023Div7FleaMarket

PENNSYLVANIA, HARRISBURG, March 11, 2023. 35th An-
nual Harrisburg Railroad Show and Collectors Market 
at Scottish Rite, 2701 North Third Street. Enjoy our 
train show featuring vendors selling railroadiana, model 
trains and accessories of all scales, railroad hardware, 
documents, collectibles, calendars, dining car china, 
lanterns, books, videos, slides, photographs, apparel, 
and many more items. Nearby Harris Tower Museum 
will be open for tours. Presented by Harrisburg Chapter 
NRHS. Refreshments available, Free parking, NRHS 
event, Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $5.00 Adults, 
Under 12 FREE. Contact Mark Irvin at (717) 343-7182, 
or visit harrisburgnrhs.org

PENNSYLVANIA, WALNUTPORT, March 19, 2023. Carbon 
Model Railroad Society Spring Train Meet at Diamond 
Fire Company Bingo Hall, 120 Main St. Enjoy our train 
show featuring many vendors selling new and used 
model and toy trains in all scales and gauges, plus 
collectibles, railroadiana, and memorabilia. Wheelchair 
accessible, Refreshments available, Door prizes, Free 
parking. Admission: $5.00 for Adults, Free for Children 
under 12 years. Contact Garry Mack at (610) 826-6636, 
or visit CMRS.info

TEXAS, PASADENA, February 18, 2023. Greater Houston 
Train Show at Pasadena Convention Center, 7902 Fair-
mont Parkway. Enjoy our train show featuring operating 
layouts, modeling demonstrations, NMRA model con-
tests, and vendors selling new and used model trains 
in all scales and gauges. Presented by San Jacinto 
Model Railroad Club. Admission: Adults $5.00, Fam-
ily $10.00, Under 12 free. Contact Gene Mangum at  
(713) 899-5127, or visit sanjacmodeltrains.org

UTAH, OGDEN, March 3-5, 2023. 33rd Annual Hos-
tlers Model Railroad Festival at Union Station, 2501 
Wall Ave. Enjoy the largest train show in the Inter-
mountain West. Many operating layouts in multiple 
scales, including Lego. Vendors selling new and 
used model trains in all scales and gauges, railroad 
collectibles, and more. See website for details. Re-
freshments available, Free parking, Wheelchair ac-
cessible. Admission: $8.00 Per Person, $12.00 Week-
end Pass, Under 12 free. Contact Bob Cannon at  
(801) 544-5749, or visit www.hostlers.org

VERMONT, ST. ALBANS, March 11, 2023. NWV Vermont 
Rails Model Railroad Show at Collins Perley Sports and 
Fitness Center, 890 Fairfax Road. The largest model 
railroad show in Vermont, now in its 35th year! The 
show will feature operating layouts in multiple scales, 
and more than 100 tables of exhibits and vendors of 
model railroading supplies, videos and books, and 
more. Presented by NWV Model Railroad Association. 
Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, Refreshments 
available. Admission: $6.00 Adults, $2.00 Age 6-12, 
Under Age 6 Free. Contact Ron Piro at (802) 598-0905, 
or visit www.nwvrailroad.org

WEST VIRGINIA, CHARLESTON, March 11-12, 2023. KVRA 
Model Train Show at Charleston Coliseum and Con-
vention Center, 200 Civic Center Drive. More than 
19,000 sq. ft. of vendors selling new and used model 
trains in all scales and gauges, as well as operating 
layouts in several scales. Presented by Kanawha Val-
ley Railroad Association, Inc. Refreshments available, 
Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $5.00 Per Person, 
Under 12 Free. Contact Joe Horter at (304) 539-6721, 
or visit www.kvrailroad.org

WISCONSIN, MADISON, February 18-19, 2023. Mad City 
Model Railroad Show & Sale at Alliant Energy Center, 
1919 Alliant Energy Center Way. 55th annual show fea-
tures expanded 100,000 sq. ft. of operating model rail-
roads in all scales, toy trains, clinics, exhibits, and ven-
dors (250+ tables). Door prizes and four train sets given 
away each day. See website for details and discounts. 
Presented by South Central Wisconsin Division, Mid-
west Region NMRA. NMRA event, Door prizes, Wheel-
chair accessible, Refreshments available. Admission: 
Two-Day Pass $20.00, Adults $14.00, Seniors (65+) 
$13.00, Youth (5-15) $6.00, Family Pack $36.00, Under 
5 FREE. Contact Bob McGeever at (160) 843-8532, or 
visit www.nmra-scwd.org 

TIMETABLE listings of railroad-related events 
are printed free of charge on a space-available 
basis. Notices submitted to our website at least 
90 days prior to event date will be considered 
for publication in the magazine. White River 
Productions is not responsible for errors in listings, 
please confirm details with event sponsor.
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 DEALER DIRECTORY DEALER DIRECTORY DEALER DIRECTORY

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!

Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.

MRN Dealer Directory • PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080

Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10 / MONTH!!!

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)
Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys

Full service Hobby Shop. N, HO, O, On30,
& G scale trains. Authorized Lionel, MTH,
& Digitrax dealer. Open Tue – Fri: 10-5, 

Sat: 10-5, &  Sun: 1-5.
www.oakmountainhobbies.com

2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980
ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station
DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,

Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.
Mon – Fri: 8:00-5:00, & Sat: 8:00-Noon.

Email: Sales@LitchfieldStation.com
Online Store: LitchfieldStation.com

1412 N Central Ave Ste D (623) 298-7355
CALIFORNIA, Bellflower

RailMaster Hobbies
Friendly Hobby Store!

We carry N, HO, HOn3, S, & Sn3. RailMaster,
Athearn, & more. DCC: Digitrax, Soundtraxx,
& Loksound dealer. Special Orders welcome!

www.railmasterhobbies.com
9812 Belmont St. (562) 867-5627

CALIFORNIA, Concord
Just Trains

Largest selection in the East Bay.
New and Preowned

Digitrax dealer • Detail parts in Multiple
Scales • Discount prices & friendly service

www.just-trains.com
5650 Imhoff Drive Ste. H (925) 685-6566

CALIFORNIA, Hemet
Dynamic Hobbies

We carry HO, N, Atlas, Fox Valley,
Kato, Walthers, Ross switches,

Gargraves, Peco, and much more.
45 foot long in-store layout!
Check us out on Facebook!

811 East Florida Ave. (951) 925-9331
CALIFORNIA, La Mesa (San Diego)

Reed’s Hobby Shop
Exclusively trains! Ride the trolley to

Reed’s. Craft kits, detail parts, Digitrax,
NCE, SoundTraxx dealer, scratch supplies,

& books. Open Mon – Sat: 10-6, & Sun: 12-4.
www.reeds-hobbies.com

8039 La Mesa Blvd. (619) 464-1672
CALIFORNIA, Napa

The Loose Caboose
Napa Valley’s premiere hobby shop!

Digitrax dealer, Trains, plastic models,
rockets, slot cars, Thomas the Tank

Engine, & more! Closed Monday. 
Tue – Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.

820A 3rd Street (707) 258-1222
CALIFORNIA, Pasadena

The Original Whistle Stop, Inc.
Model rail specialists since 1951.

All scales Z to G. Digitrax & NCE dealer.
Complete stock brass imports: new & used.

Books, structures, tools, & detail parts.
Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com

2490 E. Colorado Blvd. (626) 796-7791
CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,
Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.
Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com
119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, Westminster (Orange Co.)
Arnie’s Model Trains

Located adjacent to Milepost 38 Toy Trains.
Forms a 7000 sq. ft. super model/toy train

megacenter. Discount Prices.
Authorized Soundtraxx, TCS, & Digitrax dealer.

www.arniesmodeltrains.com
6452 Industry Way Ste. B (714) 893-1015

CALIFORNIA, Yuba City
The Western Depot

A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O, & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 (530) 673-6776

Taking a trip?
Bring MRN Along!

Check out the Dealer Directory.
Your map to local hobby shops!

CONNECTICUT, Cheshire
The Hobby Gallery II, LLC
Model Trains Exclusively in HO, N, & O Scale

Collections All Sizes • Bought and Sold
Large Inventory In Stock 

Custom Built Structures and Expert Repairs
Open Tuesday – Friday: 10am-4pm

856 S. Meriden Rd. (203) 879-2316
CONNECTICUT, Manchester

Time Machine Hobby, LLC
“Largest Hobby Shop in New England”

Carry scales N – O, MTH, Lionel, Märklin,
Walthers, & Digitrax dealer. Large operating

layouts. Sat – Wed: 10-6, Thu-Fri: 10-9.
www.timemachinehobby.com

71 Hilliard Street (860) 646-0610
DELAWARE, Ocean View

SeaSide Hobbies
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.

Lionel new & used... also Atlas, Bachmann,
& MTH! We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel

repairs. Large inventory of used HO. Open
Tue – Sat: 10am-4:30pm. Closed Sun & Mon.

15 Daisy Ave. (302) 539-1601
FLORIDA, Melbourne
TRF Trains & MnT Hobbies

The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!

Digitrax, Soundtraxx, Lionel, & Walthers Dealer.
Also Atlas, BWL, IM, Kato, LGB, MTL, & Piko.
Mon – Fri: 10-5; Sat: 10-4. www.trf-trains.com

2715 N. Harbor City Blvd. #10 & 11, U.S. 1 (321) 241-4997
FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)

H & R Trains & Toys, Inc.
The last decent place in FL not endorsed
by Mickey Mouse. Huge inventory in all
gauges. Great store, come see! Digitrax

dealer. Daily 10-6, & Sun: 11-5.
www.hrtrains.com

7900 49th Street N. (727) 526-4682
FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)

Zitnik Trains
2600 sq. ft. Showroom • Lionel & MTH dealer
New & Used: buy/sell • All gauges Z thru G
Over 6,000 Parts • Repair Service • Trains

Train sets • Track • Scenic Supplies 
Tue – Sat: 10-6 • www.zitniktrains.com

5193 73rd Ave. N. (727) 201-9668
FLORIDA, Port Orange (Daytona Beach)

Roundhouse South
Your Southern Connection for Quality

Products! Featuring O, HO, & N. Woodland
Scenics, MTH, MegaStation, & National Service
Center. Breyer Horses. Mon – Fri: 9:30am-5pm,
& Sat: 9:30am-4pm. www.roundhousesouth.com

4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. (386) 304-7003
FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad
Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com
Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.
3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill
Dana’s Railroad Supply
HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.
Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.
Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.
www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484
GEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models
Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.
Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com
Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600
GEORGIA, Riverdale

Riverdale Station Inc.
Atlanta’s favorite train store for over 35

years! Catering to the serious model
railroader. Quality kits, detail parts,

brass models, & Digitrax dealer. Open
Tue – Sat: 10-5:30. Fax (770) 907-4992

6632 Hwy. 85 (770) 991-6085
ILLINOIS, Marion

Chuck’s Depot
Full-Line Hobby Shop. HO, N, some
Z scale, locomotives & RTR, Digitrax 
dealer, scenery, plastic models, R/C,

tools, paints, & more.... 
Open Tue – Fri: 1:30-6:30pm, Sat: 10-4pm.

1913 W. Rendelman St. (618) 993-9179
ILLINOIS, Mundelein

Ron’s Mundelein Hobbies, Inc.
An Old Time Friendly Shop. Serving

Northeastern Illinois for over 35 years!
Digitrax dealer. Web: mundeleinhobbies.com

Tue – Fri: 10am-6pm, Sat: 9am-4pm,
& Sun: 11am-3pm. Fax: 847-949-8687
431 N. Lake Street (847) 949-8680

MASSACHUSETTS, Whitman
Norton Prototypes

Full line of model trains. Mostly HO.
Complete Athearn inventory. Full prototype

custom shop! Large inventory of custom
engines & freight cars. Largest inventory
Highball graphics & Micro Scale decals.
79 South Ave. Rte. 27 (508) 725-6710

MICHIGAN, Flint
Rider’s Hobby Shop of Flint

G (LGB, 1:20.3), O (Lionel, MTH), On30,
HO, & N. Locos, buildings, cars, figures,

kits, track, scenery supplies, details, books,
& repairs. Digitrax dealer. Visit: riders.com 

Mon – Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, Sun: 12-5
2061 S. Linden (810) 720-2500

MICHIGAN, Saginaw
Brasseur Electric Trains, Inc.

Trains & Accessories N to G
Authorized Digitrax, Lionel, & MTH dealer

sales & service. Pre/Post War
repairs – over 12,000 parts in stock

www.traindoctor.com
410 Court St. (989) 793-4753

MISSOURI, Chillicothe
PHSC Hobbies

Specializing in HO, N & Z Scale Model Trains.
We carry Atlas, Blackstone, Bluford Shops, BLI,

Digitrax, KATO, KADEE, MTL, PECO, Soundtraxx,
Walthers & more.

Store Hours M-F 11-4.
614 Washington St Suite 105 (660) 973-2799

MONTANA, Billings
Jim’s Junction

Model railroading headquarters for the
Northern Rockies. HO, HOn3, & N gauge.
Digitrax dealer, kits, parts, tools, & books.

Tue – Fri: 10-5:30, & Sat: 10-3. Closed Sun-Mon.
trains28@jimsjunction.com   www.jimsjunction.com

811 B 16th St. West (406) 259-5354
NEBRASKA, Deshler
Spring Creek Model Trains

Largest HO/N scales inventory from Denver
to Chicago. Stop in & say, WOW! All major

brands, DVDs, Digitrax dealer, & more!
Mon – Fri: 10-6. Weekend Hours vary... call
ahead! www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

304 E. Bryson Ave. (402) 365-7628
NEBRASKA, Omaha

House of Trains Inc.
One of the oldest and most experienced

stores around. We carry all Scales!
Huge Selection!

DCC and Digitrax dealer.
www.houseoftrains.com

8106 Maple St. (402) 934-7245
NEVADA, Las Vegas

HobbyTown USA
While in Las Vegas, check out our train
selection. Close to the Las Vegas strip.

DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Hours: Mon – Fri: 10am-7pm,

Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.
4590 W. Sahara, Ste. 103 (702) 889-9554

NEW JERSEY, Piscataway
The Model Railroad Shop

Since 1933 – HO, N, & O scales.
Fire Truck models, RR. books-repair-service,
& Digitrax dealer. Tue & Thu: 10:30am-6pm,

Wed & Fri: till 8pm. Sat till 5pm. Closed Sun & Mon.
www.themodelrailroadshop.com 
290 Vail Ave. (732) 968-5696

NEW JERSEY, Somerville
The Big Little Railroad Shop

Full line all scales N thru G. Specializing
in service. Digitrax dealer.

Tue-Wed: 11am-6:30pm, Thu-Fri: 11am-7pm,
Sat: 11am-5pm, & Sun: 12pm-4pm

www.biglittle.com jan@biglittle.com
63 W. Main St. (908) 685-8892

NEW JERSEY, Westmont
Sattler’s Hobby Shop

Atlas, Athearn, Broadway Ltd., Walthers,
structures, & books.

Exclusively trains since 1955.
HO and N.

14 Haddon Avenue (856) 854-7136
NEW YORK, Farmingdale

Sunrise Trail Hobbies
Celebrating a quarter century in business

The Biggest little hobby shop on Long Island
HO, N scale and more

Club layout under construction
mconca@optonline.net

24 Commerce Drive (516) 491-3328
NORTH CAROLINA, Arden (Asheville Area)

Factory Direct Trains
Asheville’s Finest Model Railroading Store

N & HO ScaleTrains; Accessories and 
More! Zip Code 28704

www.factorydirecttrains.com
ask@factorydirecttrains.com

7 Glenn Bridge Rd. Unit B (800) 990-3381

ILLINOIS, Rockford
Midwest Rail Junction

Full service model train store.
O, HO, N, & Z scales. Digitrax dealer.

Discounted prices. Special orders welcomed.
Open Mon – Sat: 9am-5:30pm.
www.midwestrailjunction.com

1676 N Alpine Rd (815) 963-0200
ILLINOIS, Springfield

Castle Trains & Treasures
HO / G / N

Special orders / discount prices
Display layouts / clinics / assistance

Call for hours
Digitrax Dealer

4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. (217) 793-0407
INDIANA, Indianapolis

HobbyTown USA
One of the Largest Train Selections in
Indy! Specializing in HO & N scales

Digitrax dealer. Special orders welcome!
Mon. – Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12-6

8326 Castleton Corner Dr. (317) 845-4106
INDIANA, Indianapolis

Train Central
An Old Fashion Train Shop

Z, N, HO, O Model Trains & Supplies
Digitrax dealer, & Railroad Books

www.waynestrains.biz
SE Corner 17th & Shadeland

1651 N Shadeland Ave. (317) 375-0832
IOWA, Hastings

JJ&CL Model Train Shop
Home of EB Products, NCE, SoundTraxx, & OSB

Decoder installation & repair. We stock model train
supplies, details, parts, paint, tools... anything you’d
need. More than 8,000 items. We carry tons of rare

and hard to find pieces. www.jjclmodeltrainshop.com
36046 Noyes Ave . (712) 328-6647

IOWA, Urbandale
Hobby Haven

N, HO, O, Lionel, MTH, Atlas, Digitrax
dealer. Exit #129 I-80/I-35, 2 miles south.

Iowa’s Premier Model Railroad Store.
Open 7 days a week

www.hobbyhaven.com
2575 86th Street (515) 276-8785

KANSAS, Lawrence
ToToTrains, LLC

European trains & accessories. Discounts
on all Walthers catalog items. Märklin

new & used. Importer of Artitec.
Hours: Fri – Sat: 10am-4pm. 

www.tototrains.com; info@tototrains.com
1031 Vermont St., Ste. A (785) 766-0467

KANSAS, Overland Park (KC Area)
Fred’s Train Shop

O, S, HO, N, Z, & G Scales. Lionel,
LGB, MTH, Märklin, & more! Digitrax dealer.

New, Used, and Vintage trains & repairs.
Extensive scenery line.

www.fredstrainshop.com
9322 West 87th St. (913) 383-3500

MAINE, Yarmouth
Maine Modelworks

Visit our retial store! Specialty in HO trains,
DCC, scenery, & more. We offer custom work:
painting, weathering, and diorama & structure

building. Open Tue, Thu-Fri: 10-5, Wed: 10-7, & Sat: 9-4.
Also check out: mainemodelworks.com
374 US Route 1, Ste 2 (207) 781-8300

MAINE, York
York Village Marketplace

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales
available. Accessories & services. New,
pre-owned, & vintage. Working layout!

Open 7 days: 10am-5pm.
Facebook.com/ModelTrainsSlotCars

891 US Rte. 1 (207) 363-4830
MARYLAND, Gaithersburg

Engine House Hobbies
Trains and more. Serving your creative
needs. Primarily O, HO, scenery, and

tools. Other scales ordered.
Digitrax & DCC dealer.

www.enginehousehobbies.net
1A E. Diamond Ave. (301) 590-0816

MASSACHUSETTS, Ashburnham
Shepaug Railroad Company

HO and N Scale Trains
Auth. Athearn, Digitrax, Micro-Trains, 

Walthers dealer. Tue & Thu 10am – 4pm, 
Wed & Fri 11am – 6pm, Sat 10am – 6pm

www.halfpricehobby.com
23 Westminster St. (978) 537-2277

MASSACHUSETTS, Malden
Charles Ro Supply Company

Serving train hobbyists for over 40 years
offering the largest selection & best pricing.
Full line of N to G scale trains & supplies.

Authorized Lionel Repair Center.
Ship worldwide. www.charlesro.com

662 Cross St. (781) 321-0090
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NORTH CAROLINA, Landis
Chuck’s Trains 

Specializing in N, HO, & O scale Trains
& accessories.

DCC & Digitrax Dealer.

www.Chuckstrains.com
131 S. Central Ave. (704) 855-7245

NORTH CAROLINA, Spencer
Little Choo Choo Shop, Inc.
Across from NC Transportation Museum. Large

selection of trains in all scales, Digitrax
dealer, RR videos/books, & children’s toys.

Tue – Sat: 10-5:30. www.littlechoochooshop.com
Or info@littlechoochooshop.com

500 S Salisbury Ave (800) 334-2466
OHIO, Alliance

Rob’s Trains
HO & N scale trains, Athearn,

Walthers, & Kadee. Accessories, detail
parts, scratch-building supplies, Digitrax,
TCS, & Soundtraxx dealer. Tue, Thu, Fri:

12-8, Sat: 10-3. www.robstrains.com
333 East Main (330) 823-7222

ADVERTISING!!!
Model Railroad News

Connect with your customers.
Find serious 

model railroaders
here.

Suggested by fellow dealers.
Call: 800-282-3291, ext. 305 Today!

OREGON, Beaverton
Tammie’s Hobbies

Complete full service hobby shop.
HO, N, – Lionel – LGB, & Z scales.

Mon.–Fri. 10am–8pm, Sat. 10am–5pm,
Sun. 12pm–5pm.

www.tammieshobbies.com
12024 SW. Canyon Rd. (503) 644-4535

OREGON, Portland
The Hobby Smith
HO, N, Z, Lionel, Brass, DCC

& Digitrax dealer.
Reservation discounts, New, Used,

& Consignments. 16 minutes from Airport.
www.hobbysmith.com

1809 NE. Cesar Chavez Blvd. (503) 284-1912
OREGON, Portland

Whistle Stop Trains Inc.
Your complete model railroad store.

Gauges Z through G. Digitrax dealer,
Brass, and scratch building supplies.

Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Closed Sunday
www.wsor.com

11724 SE. Division St. (503) 761-1822

PENNSYLVANIA, Bristol
Trainpops Attic

We carry most major brands & accessories
for N – G gauge. Buy • Sell • Repair

Hours change seasonally. Please check
our website for hours: www.trainpops.com

E-mail: trainpopsattic@gmailcom
400 Mill St. (215) 788-2014

PENNSYLVANIA, Broomall
Nicholas Smith Trains
American Flyer, Lionel, LGB, & Piko.

HO, N, Z, & On30. Standard O & S gauges
bought, sold, & traded. Auth. service center.

Mon, Wed, Fri: 10-9, Tue & Thu: 10-7,
Sat: 10-5. www.nstrains.com

2343 West Chester Pike (610) 353-8585
PENNSYLVANIA, Hatboro-Warminster

Joe’s Train Station
Am. Flyer, Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH,

Märklin. G, HO, N & Z. We buy, sell & 
repair trains. M-F 12-8, Sat. 10-5 (Closed
Sat. July & Aug.), Open Sun. (Dec.) 10-5. 

www.JoesTrainStation.com
283 E. Countyline Rd. (215) 322-5182

PENNSYLVANIA, Strasburg
Strasburg Train Shop
From trains to diecast to scenery....

We have everything for the layout builder!
N, HO, O, Lionel ~ We buy & sell used trains.

Open 7 days a week, year ‘round.
www.etrainshop.com

226 Gap Rd. (717) 687-0464
RHODE ISLAND, Warwick

A. A. Hobbies, Inc.
HO trains, accessories, detail parts,
Craftsperson kits, supplies, & tools.

Open Tue – Fri: 12-6pm, Sat: 10-5pm,
(Sunday, Nov & Dec: 12-4pm), & closed Monday.
1/2-mile West of airport. aahobbies@gmail.com

655 Jefferson Blvd. (401) 737-7111
SOUTH CAROLINA, Greenville

Blue Ridge Hobbies
Model Trains Only - All At Discount Prices!
130,000 plus in all scales available online

24/7 at: www.BlueRidgeHobbies.com. Retail
Store features HO Scale w/ some N & O scales.

See Website For Store Hours
2327 N. Pleasantburg Dr. Ste. H (800) 988-2125
TENNESSEE, Murfreesboro

Thor’s
Authorized Lionel VAD. We carry all eras.

O, HO, & N scale trains. Hundreds of rolling
stock cars. Large inventory of engines &
accessories. Visit our operating layout

anytime! Open Monday – Saturday: 9am-5pm.
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. (615) 895-6918

TENNESSEE, Nashville
Hudson Classic Hobbies
HO, N, O, & G scales. Special orders, plus

plastic kits, rockets, R/C, and more!
Located between I-24, Exit 59 and I-65, Exit 74.
Open Tue, Wed, Fri, & Sat: 10-6, & Thu: 10-9.

www.hudsonclassichobbies.com
15119 Old Hickory Blvd. (615) 833-8337

TEXAS, Dallas
TW TrainWorx

Official Lionel Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop / showroom includes:

Custom layouts, Modelers, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits... come see... there’s always

something new! www.TrainWorxStore.com
2808 McGowan St. (877) 881-4997

TEXAS, Houston
Papa Ben’s Train Place

All Trains, All Scales!
DCC, Books, Brass, Repairs,

& Digitrax dealer.
papabens.com

papabenstrains@gmail.com
4007 Bellaire Blvd. Ste. E (713) 523-5600

TEXAS, San Antonio
Dibble’s Hobbies

Model railroading is our specialty!
We carry HO, N, Z, O, & G scales. DCC
& Digitrax Dealer, detail parts, Märklin,

Books, figures, structures, & tools.
dibbleshobbies.com

1029 Donaldson Ave. (210) 735-7721
VIRGINIA, Chantilly

Train Depot
Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH, Märklin,
& Digitrax dealer. Repairs done on site.
All scales, sales, and service. G, S, O,

On30, HO, N, & Z.
www.traindepot.biz

13944 Willard Rd. Ste. I (703) 953-3767
WASHINGTON, Everett

Broadway Hobbies
N, HO, O, G. Complete hobby shop.
Parts, supplies, kits, tools, and more.

Operating HO & G scale layouts!
www.mybroadwayhobbies.com

2531 Broadway (425) 252-6130
WISCONSIN, Green Bay
EngineHouse Services, LLC

Exclusively trains!
Specializing in DCC, N, G, & HO scales

DCC installation, award winning
custom painting & building available.

www.enginehouseservices.com
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H (920) 490-4839

WISCONSIN, Milwaukee
Walthers Showroom

Proudly Serving Model Railroaders Since 1932.
Everything you need to build a great model

railroad. Operating layout, historical display,
& friendly service. We will be happy to see you!

1-800-467-2467 or walthers.com
5619 W. Florist Avenue (414) 461-1050

WISCONSIN, Waukesha (Pewaukee)
Jetco’s Hiawatha Hobbies

Märklin • Lionel • MTH • AF • LGB • Z to G
• buildings • scenery • detail parts • books •
scratchbuilding supplies • special orders •

NMRA discounts • Mon – Fri 11-8 • Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5. www.hiawathahobbies.com
2026 Silvernail Rd. (262) 544-4131

Making a purchase?
Visit your local hobby store!

Tell them MRN sent you!

CANADA — BC, Vancouver
Central Hobbies

Large selection of model RR supplies. Brass
models, Athearn, Atlas, Shinohara, Rapido,
MTL, Digitrax, NCE dealer, & more. Special

orders! Open 11-6, Fri til 9, Closed Sun.
www.central-hobbies.com

2825 Grandview Hwy. (604) 431-0771
UK — ENGLAND, Burton on Trent, Staffordshire

Mech Models
The Brick & Mortar Model Railroad Store.

HO, N, & Z scale locomotives, rolling stock,
buildings, scenery, tools, track, & more.

Free parking outside the door!
E-mail: admin@mech.co.uk

Unit 9, Lancaster Park + 004401283575444
UK — ENGLAND, Slough, Berkshire

Model Junction
Specialists in American HO.

Plus scenery, tools, DCC, track, & more!
Established 1996.

Exclusive Pelle Soeborg products.
www.modeljunction.info

916 Yeovil Rd. + 0044175352860
YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!

Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.

MRN Dealer Directory • PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080

Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10 / MONTH!!!

 DEALER DIRECTORY

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)

Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys

Full service Hobby Shop.

N, HO, O, On30, & G scale trains.

Authorized Lionel, MTH, & Digitrax

dealer. Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, & Sat: 10-5.

www.oakmountainhobbies.com

2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980

ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station

DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,

Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.

M n Fri: 8:00-5:00, & Sat: 8:00-Noon.
ti com

CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies

Exclusively model trains since 1989.

Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,

Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.

Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com

119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, San Mateo

Talbot’s Toyland 

Lionel, Märklin, HO & N scale. 

Domestic and imported trains

Mon-Sat 9:30-6, Sun 11-5

www.talbotstoyland.com

445 South “B” Street (650) 931-8110

CALIFORNIA, Santa Clara

The Train Shop

100% trains. Discount prices, Super

selection, & Digitrax dealer.

Mon: 9:30am-3:00pm, Tue – Sat:

9:30am-6:00pm. Closed Sunday.

Dennis Cole: dcole4449@att.net

IND

IO

FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad

Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.

Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com

Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.

3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill

Dana’s Railroad Supply

HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.

Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.

Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.

www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484

GEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models

Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.

Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com

Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600

ys

s.

CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies

Exclusively model trains since 1989.

Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,

Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.

Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com

119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, San Mateo

Talbot’s Toyland 

Lionel, Märklin, HO & N scale. 

Domestic and imported trains

Mon-Sat 9:30-6, Sun 11-5

www.talbotstoyland.com

445 South “B” Street (650) 931-8110

CALIFORNIA, Santa Clara

The Train Shop

100% trains. Discount prices, Super

selection, & Digitrax dealer.

Mon: 9:30am-3:00pm, Tue – Sat:

9:30am-6:00pm. Closed Sunday.

Dennis Cole: dcole4449@att.net
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FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad

Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.

Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com

Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.

3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill
FLORIDA, Spring Hill
FLORIDA, Spring Hill

Dana’s Railroad Supply

HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.

Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.

Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.

www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484

GEORGIA, BufordGEORGIA BufordGEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models

Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.

Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com

Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600

Attention, Hobby Retailers!

List your store year-round in MODEL RAILROAD NEWS’

 

Dealer Directory and declare your business as the

 

place to shop for today’s fresh new products... and for 

as little as $10 a month.

Get started today!
Call Mike Lindsay at 800-282-3291 x305 

or e-mail ads@whiteriverproductions.com

Place Your Store’s 

Ad Here!

EMAIL ADS@WHITERIVERPRODUCTIONS.COM

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions
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