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Howling Good Fun!

38936: Monster Mayhem Hopper 38937: Tacky Tombstones Hopper #2
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Both with glow-in-the-dark highlights!

38230: North Pole Express Mogul Loco w/Sound 

38938: Vintage Warbirds P-40 Hopper

16 more new items recently announced!

Expected in

 November

Expected in

 November

Tons of new items for holiday fun.

38932: Halloween Ore Car, 2-Pack: Includes glow-in-the-dark highlights. Produced only once.

2022 Halloween Hoppers — Produced Only Once

HO-Scale Hobby Line Buildings
13 great kits with attractive prices!

Even More PIKO HO-Scale Coming Soon!
                

61831: HO-Scale Shop

61825: HO-Scale St. Lucas Church
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We ’r e  y o u r  p r e o r d e r  f o r  $ 0  d o w n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  a l l  b r a n d s .

BRASS-HYBRID PRR S2 6-8-6 Turbine, HO

NYC Commodore Vanderbilt, HO
Arrives December 2022

Arrives December 2022Arrives December 2022

Arrives January 2023Arrives January 2023
N SCALE Reading T1 4-8-4 - Various SchemesN SCALE Reading T1 4-8-4 - Various Schemes

NYC Commodore Vanderbilt, HONYC Commodore Vanderbilt, HONYC Commodore Vanderbilt, HO

BRASS-HYBRID PRR S2 6-8-6 Turbine, HOBRASS-HYBRID PRR S2 6-8-6 Turbine, HO

PREORDER TODAY!!
PREORDER TODAY!!
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Want to model in 
the perfect size?

S
THINK

SCALE!

www.americanmodels.com

American Models 11770 GREEN OAK IND, WHITMORE LAKE, MI 48189

734-449-1100americanmodels@sbcglobal.net

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS■■ SEND $10 FOR CATALOG

       
56-Foot Gondolas — 46-Foot Flat Cars
AMERICAN MODELS

Highly Detailed, Die-Cast Frame
Real Wood Deck Planking
Available in 28 Road 
Name and Unlettered 
Multiple Road Numbers

5th Wheel TOFC
Kit with Trailer

Military Tank Load

Available in 38 Road Names 
41 Liveries and Unlettered 

Multiple Road Numbers
Covers Available Separately

56-FT GONDOLA

46-FT FLAT CAR

American Models

raggstoriches.com

PORT   LINES  HOBBIES 
NEWBURYPORT, MASS  01950 

www.portlines.com         S-scale Specialist 
888-708-0782  (from USA only) 

Engines, Rolling stock, Track, Tools, Detail parts,  
Scenic supplies, Books, Vehicles, Figures, Structure kits, 

Electronics, Videos, Software, and more ! 

S-Scale Kit 
 

“The Clam Box” 
Restaurant; 
built 1935; 

Ipswich, MA 
Laser-cut wood. 
Footprint under 

4x4.   $65. 
Mention this ad 
for FREE ship-

ping! 

www.americanmodels.com

American Models 11770 GREEN OAK IND, WHITMORE LAKE, MI 48189

734-449-1100americanmodels@sbcglobal.net

MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS■■ SEND $10 FOR CATALOG

       

WOOD CUPOLA AND BAY WINDOW CABOOSES

Wood Cupola Cabooses are available in 33 Road Names, 34 Liveries, and 2 Road Number Each

Bay Window Cabooses are available in 30 Road Names, 32 Liveries, and 2 Road Number Each

S SCALE – 1:64

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com

Find this and other great products online at shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Stuck for structure building inspiration? Bob Walker’s 
“Scratchbuilders Corner” remains one of the most popular 
Railroad Model Craftsman columns, and this book gives 
you 21 distinctive structure building ideas. Bob applies the 
simple tips and techniques he has shared over the years to 
structures in HO, S, and O scales.

21 Projects

$24.95 Order item 21PR
S/H per book: $8 U.S., $15 Non-U.S., 
call or order online for other options
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EDITORIAL

Right: Its passenger days done, Santa Fe U28CG 
7902 is paired with another General Electr ic 
1960s passenger diesel (the cowl-body U30CG). 
Both have adopted freight colors, with the lead 
unit showing of f the then-new Yellowbonnet at 
Rock Creek Junction in Kansas City in early 1973. 
— James EuDaly photo

Below: Santa Fe RSD-15 9810 serves as a switch 
engine according to its sill stencil at Argentine, Kan., 
in 1972. This is the most yellow for the money in the 
road’s Yellowbonnet livery, covering the long Gator’s 
nose. — Jim Asplund photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Above Right: Santa Fe F7A 347C was at Abilene, 
Kan., in 1973, in a mixed consist displaying the as-
delivered blue with yellow freight livery and pas-
senger Warbonnet livery on the trailing B-units. As 
they left passenger service and before many were 
rebuilt into CF7s, Santa Fe applied blue and in this 
case yellow over the original red bonnet on these 
F-units. — James EuDaly photo 

Santa Fe’s Yellowbonnet is how 
old? As you receive this edition 
of Model Railroad News, the blue 

with yellow version of Santa Fe’s famed 
Warbonnet, known as Yellowbonnet, is 
a half-century old. This issue includes 
reviews of classic red-and-silver War-
bonnet Santa Fe F7s in G and Z scales, 
and I share the HO models I believe 
were the first to come decorated for 
Yellowbonnet in this month’s “From 
The Archive.” 

Tony Cook
—editor

ROAIL DA  CR OL MA PR AT NN E YC
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RPO CAR

THINGS WE’RE DOING

Enhanced with Thread 

Just read Tom Jacobs’ review of these 
Walthers Mainline bi-level cars (“In-
novative Open Auto Rack” in August 
2022’s MRN). I purchased several and 
to simulate the safety wire that ran 
from stanchion to stanchion, I glued 
black thread stretched across the top 
of each stanchion. I’m sharing a picture 
for you to see how this minor addition 
certainly enhances the model. 

Jeff Sodaro
— via email

An excellent, inexpensive, and easy 
enhancement to these recently released 
HO-scale Walthers Mainline bi-level auto 
racks! This is the kind of basic project 
that anyone can accomplish and requires 
virtually no cost to make happen for 
multiple models... as you show you’ve 
done. — Tony Cook 

The 2022 St. Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet (stlrpm.com) was another 
fun weekend of model trains and railfan-
ning in St. Louis. MRN’s Tony Cook, 
Shane T. Mason, and Ryan Crawford 
attended the event and again found it 
to be aptly billed as one of the best, if 
not the best, RPMs going. You’ll see 
some of the models we brought home 
covered in this edition. While packing up 
on Saturday, Greg McComas’ MacRail 
(macrailproducts.com) HO BNSF protein 
hopper train was spotted and former 
Teen Association of Model Railroaders 
(TAMR) columnist Radisson McGuire 
was boxing the set up for shipment to 
Kansas City’s Midwest Model Railroad 
(midwestmodelrr.com), and it was 
mentioned MRN could transport the 
set across Missouri. You saw MacRail’s 
protein hopper top reviewed in June 
2022’s MRN. The train will be displayed 
at Midwest on its HO railroad.
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WRPPC23 FB PrePub
Full-Page Ad

Stop living in the past and embrace the future!
Order the 2023 World of Railroading calendar

from White River Productions today!

Get Up to Date With 
the New 2023

World of Railroading
Calendar

Get Up to Date With 
the New 2023

World of Railroading
Calendar

shop.WhiteRiverProductions.comshop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

 Whether you are just marking time or keeping track of 
important events, you need a calendar. Your friends at 
White River Productions have produced one that you’ll 
enjoy year-round. Literally!
 Selected by the editors of your favorite publications, 
our 2023 calendar combines the best photography from 
the wide world of railroading and scale modeling! 

$15.00$15.00

The hottest train between the Windy City and the Bay Area, BNSF’s Chicago-Richmond, Calif., Z train, is westbound near Tehachapi Loop on April 16, 2016. With a quartet of GEs, the train is crossing Tehachapi 

Creek at the east end of Woodford. BNSF ES44DC 7345 leads the charge — Steve Jessup photo.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

30 31

shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

April 2023
ANNUAL

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

Offer good through October 31, 2022
Regular price $16.95
Order item WRPC23

Plus FREE
shipping !
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LGB/Marklin
Full-Page Ad
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LGB’s G-scale “Christmas Express”
set to roll for this holiday season

G — Be sure your Christmas decorat-
ing is complete this year, and includes 
a holiday-themed train circling your 
tree.
	 LGB’s Christmas Train Starter Set 
(72308) includes a finely detailed 
0-4-0 steam locomotive, two pas-
senger cars, a large circle of section 
track, controller, and wall-mount 
power supply. 
	 The two passenger cars include 
“Christmas Express” labeling with 
colorful murals depicting the three 
wise men and nativity scene. The 
locomotive includes similar red 
and gold livery, and comes with il-
luminated headlight and functioning 
smoke unit. The track plan will build 
a 48-inch circle.

LGB, distributed by Märklin, 
800-321-8811; lgb.com

Above: Trains are a traditional element of holiday 
decorations, and LGB’s Christmas Train Starter Set 
(72308) provides all the necessary items to have a 
large-size train circle your tree this year. 
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Annual G-scale Christmas car release
due from LGB

G  —  LGB’s 2022 Christmas car 
(36022) is due to arrive by the close 
of the third quarter. This annual 
addition to the manufacturer’s series 
of collectible offerings is a limited-

production offering. The assembled 
model will include doors that open, 
working couplers, and its two axles 
will feature solid-metal wheelsets. 
The design, which includes simulated 

icicles on the ends, is decorated to fit 
in with past releases in this popular 
series.

LGB, distributed by Märklin, 
800-321-8811; lgb.com

UT6 
Utility Throttle

UT6D 
Duplex Utility Throttle

Compact size for easy one-handed operation

Color 1.5” LCD Screen

Full numeric keys for easy Locomotive selection

Fine speed control with a large encoder knob

Removeable LocoNet  cord®

Forward/Reverse toggle switch with Braking

Off/On switch, uses AA or BP600MH batteries
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Arrowhead Models delivers
HO-scale 4600

HO — Arrowhead Models shows 
no signs of hitting a “sophomore 
slump” with the hobby company’s 
second HO-scale freight car re-
lease. The coming American Car & 
Foundry 4600-cubic-foot-capacity 
Centerflow was on display at the 
recent St. Louis Railroad Prototype 
Modelers Meet (stlrpm.com) and 
attracted plenty of positive atten-
tion. Arrowhead Models’ Blaine 
Hadfield noted this yellow Chicago 
& North Western (CNW) example 
was a preproduction model; the paint 
application was deemed heavy and 
would see improvement in the regular 
release offerings, and the running 
board supports would be yellow 
(matching the car body) on standard 
production cars.
	 Currently, Arrowhead Models 
shows three road numbers (180006, 
180059, and 180122) coming for this 
yellow CNW three-bay covered hopper 
car model (which reproduces a 1977-
built series of cars). This intricately 
detailed HO offering retails for $64.95. 
Additional road names, including mid-
1970s blue “The Rock,” will follow this 
CNW debut for Arrowhead Models’ 
all-new ACF 4600 Centerflow hopper 
car replica.

Arrowhead Models, 
arrowheadmodels.com
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N  — S c a l e T r a i n s  a n n o u n c e s  a 
new production of Trinity RD-4 
coal  hoppers for N scale under 
t h e  F o x  V a l l e y  M o d e l s  n a m e . 
ScaleTrains plans give road names 
BNSF, Trinity Leasing, Chicago 
& North Western, Union Pacific, 
and Norfolk Southern shown with 
i l lus t ra t ions  on  the  r ight .  The 
hopper releases will come in as 
many as two dozen road numbers 
for select decorations. This rapid-
discharge aluminum hopper was 
introduced in the mid-1990s on 
North American rails.  The fully 
assembled model will come with 
removable coal load, metal wheels, 
a n d  b o d y - m o u n t e d  o p e r a t i n g 
knuckle couplers. ScaleTrains is 
selling this hopper for $22.99 and 
expects to ship this run in March 
2023.

ScaleTrains, 
844-9TRAINS; scaletrains.com

Fox Valley Models’ Trinity RD-4 coal hoppers
returning in N scale from ScaleTrains

Menards

For more information and to order, visit

COLLECTIONTHE Cripple Creek
PREBUILT     PRELIT     LIMITED EDITION     ORIGINAL DESIGNS

HO Scale Dimensions: 10-1/2"W x 6-1/2"D x 6"H HO Scale Dimensions: 6-3/8"W x 4-1/8"D x 5"HHO Scale Dimensions: 5"W x 2-3/4"D x 4-1/2"HHO Scale Dimensions: 3-1/2"W x 3-1/2"D x 7"H 

Grass-covered base with
Jack the German Shepherd

Lightly weathered appearance

Moving spigot arm with
chain and counterweight

HO Scale (279-5878)  |  O Scale (279-5924)

WATER TOWERCripple Creek

Realistically weathered, including 
broken and boarded up windows

Prelit including red LED  
warning light on the roof

Includes four figures, garbage can, 
oil drums, doghouse, and Jack  

the German Shepherd

HO Scale (279-8332)  |  O Scale (279-8305)

CROSSINGCripple Creek

Fully lit with an astounding  
40+ LED lights  

Three train openings measuring  
3-1/4"H x 2"W

Includes two figures, eight bushes, 
barrels, trash can, pallets, handcart 

and Jack the German Shepherd

HO Scale (279-6292)  |  O Scale (279-5926)

ENGINE WORKSCripple Creek

Highly detailed and realistically weathered

Includes four figures, horse, chimney, 
barrel, trashcan, vintage signs, and Jack 

the German Shepherd

Fully landscaped with grass and gravel, 
bushes, and a tree

HO Scale (279-8333)  |  O Scale (279-8306)

GENERAL STORECripple Creek
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New group of Bachmann HO GP7s
will deliver soon

HO — Bachmann’s  GP7 diese l 
locomotive model will  be ship-
ping before the end of 2022 with 
four new road names. This fully 
as sembled  re lease  reproduces 
Electro-Motive Division’s land-
mark first-generation Geep built 
between 1949 and 1954 with more 
than 2,700 GP7s going into service 
a t  the  t ime. . .  many would see 
decades of service.
	 This release presents a mix of 
GP7 prototypes covering a range 
of years. The pictures show early 
examples and are subject to revi-
sions and changes. 
	 Bachmann’s Amtrak 760 (69101) 
wears silver with black mainte-
nance-of -way at t i re ,  and is  an 
interesting addition to the hobby 
company’s GP7 roster. It is also a 
useful locomotive to have on your 
roster to switch passenger trains 
at major terminals or handle work 
train duties. This release will add 
a 1960s blue with yellow Chesa-
peake & Ohio 5735 (69102). When 
launched in 1976, Conrail inherited 
a wide range of locomotives from 
its participating railroads, includ-
ing many first-generation Geeps. 
Bachmann’s Conrail 5605 (69103) 
shows a blue repaint  of  a  GP7 
that first worked for New York 
Central. Santa Fe was another road 
that bought many early Geeps. 
Bachmann will  offer the road’s 
1960s “bookends” decoration with 
blue body, yellow ends and sill, 
and large billboard lettering for 
its Santa Fe 2686 (69104).
	 This HO-scale plastic GP7 model 
inc ludes  accura te ly  decora ted 
flexible handrails,  wire coupler 
cut lever on pilots, separate air 
horn, and detailed tanks between 
its four-axle trucks. The standard 
DC release comes with an 8-pin 
socket for conversion to Digital 
Command Control ,  direct ional 
lighting, and knuckle couplers.

Bachmann Trains, 
bachmanntrains.com

Above: Amtrak 760 is a later era GP7 in mainte-
nance-of-way dress. The model represents a 
1952-built Frisco GP7, later rebuilt by Precision 
National, and then joining Amtrak in the late 1970s.

Above: Conrail 5605 was built in August 1950 as 
New York Central 5605. This GP7 worked for Penn 
Central from 1968 to 1976 between its years on 
NYC’s roster and before going blue for Conrail.

Below: Santa Fe 2686 was a May 1951 addition to 
the road’s roster and went through a rebuilding 
program in 1977. Bachmann’s release will come 
decorated in blue and yellow “bookends” livery.

Below: Chesapeake & Ohio 5735 was part of a large 
GP7 fleet acquired between 1950 and 1952 by the 
railroad. This solid blue dress is a 1960s era simpli-
fied appearance for C&O’s Geeps.
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Micro-Trains

PIKO America expands
“American Traditions” series

G — PIKO America recently added 
two releases to its “American Tra-
ditions” series. This collection of 
G-scale freight cars presents a colorful 
mural on the side of a fully assembled 
model, ready for display or operation. 
The recent “American Traditions” 
additions are “Baseball: America’s 
Pastime” (38923) and “The Declara-
tion of Independence” (38942). The 
series emblem appears on these and 
all releases in this collection.  

PIKO America, 
piko-america.com

STARTINGSTARTING
MARCH 2023MARCH 2023

WAR OF THE WORLDS
VICTORY TRAIN SERIES

Available through your Micro-Trains dealer or online at www.micro-trains.com 
P.O. Box 1200, Talent OR 97540-1200 USA • Email: mtl@micro-trains.com • Tel: +1 541-535-1755 

Renderings shown for representation only.
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Athearn Genesis HO-scale SDP40F
will return with several looks

Above: Amtrak 537 and 534 display the service’s 
Phase II striping at Los Angeles on August 5, 1980. 
— David P. Oroszi photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Below: Santa Fe 5260 leads two other ex-AMTK 
SDP40Fs near Kansas City on September 29, 1986. 
— Kevin EuDaly photo 

Below: Southern Railway 2929 shows the later era look of the road’s E-unit fleet, which operated pas-
senger trains into 1979. What if Southern had invested in new motive power for its passenger operations 
and bought EMD’s SDP40F, when Amtrak’s fleet was being assembled in the mid-1970s? This Southern 
scheme will appear on an Athearn SDP40F in the coming run. — Jim Boyd photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

HO  — Athearn is working on a 
new production of its Genesis-series 
SDP40F diesel locomotive model. 
This six-axle passenger unit was built 
by Electro-Motive Division (EMD) 
for Amtrak in the mid-1970s. The 
SDP40F fleet, built in two phases 
(early with pointed nose and late with 
flat nose), served Amtrak for a brief 
period. Many returned to EMD and 
were used to make F40PHRs for the 
passenger service. Of the surviving 
SDP40Fs, Santa Fe acquired a portion 
of the fleet in a trade with Amtrak in 
the 1980s. 
	 In this release planned for Sep-
tember 2023 delivery, Amtrak will 
be included with Phase II decorated 
examples (with early production 
pointed nose) in multiple road num-
bers (526, 537, and 611). Features on 
these Amtrak SDP40Fs will include 
oscillating headlight and functioning 
emergency light between illuminated 
number boards, working truck lights 
and illumiated classification lights 
(some of these lighting features 
only work under DCC operation), 
see-through intake grilles, MU hoses, 
and more. Among the three road 
numbers, Athearn’s Amtrak 611 will 
come with low-profile fans, air filter, 
and horns as it had for Eastern service 
with clearance concerns. Unique 
features on the other two SDP40Fs 
will include an ATS shoe mounted 
to the truck on Amtrak 526 and icicle 
breakers on the roof of Amtrak 537. 
	 Santa Fe’s ex-Amtrak SDP40Fs saw 
several modifications during their 
time in freight service. Athearn plans 
to reproduce in HO two early Santa Fe 
prototypes with front handrails and 
vertical pilot steps added. This pilot 
step modification was reverted back 
to non-use and closed (until a major 
change brought notches cut into the 
sides of the nose for better crew access 
and safety). The four road numbers 
coming for Santa Fe include 5253, 
5256, 5260, and 5264. The lighting 
features found on Amtrak SDP40F 
will be duplicated (except for the 
red emergency light) and an amber 
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Above: The blue-and-white Electro-Motive/GM 268 is based on a prototype that was an ex-Amtrak SDP40F 
that served as a testbed unit for the diesel builder. The green and cream BNSF illustration is a Legendary 
Liveries release and presents a view of what Santa Fe SDP40Fs might have become in BNSF service. 
Complete with Southern Crescent label, Athearn’s Southern Railway SDP40Fs will provide a look at a 
world where the road bought new power for its 1970s passenger operations.

TrainWorld Tru-Color
Paint

safety beacon will appear on the 
cab roof. Additional details on these 
Santa Fe models will include antenna 
on raised platform, air conditioner, 
and accurate air horn (all in forward 
position over the cab).
	 The uncommon blue-and-white 
EMD testbed 268 (an ex-Amtrak unit) 
will be produced. This prototype was 
one of a few SDP40Fs retained by 
the builder and used for testing and 
evaluation. 
	 Two “Legendary Liveries” offer-

ings will show an alternative timeline 
with BNSF and Southern Railway. 
Had BNSF employed its ex-Santa Fe 
SDP40Fs in executive train service, 
Athearn’s BNSF 6975 and 6977 will 
show the dark green and cream 
livery worn by F-units in the 1990s 
that worked these special operations. 
Southern Railway was an Amtrak 
holdout in 1971 and continued to 
operate passenger trains until 1979. 
Had Southern found need to replace 
the E- and F-units used to operate 

its Southern Crescent, what might 
the road have purchased? Athearn 
will follow this path and serve up 
Southern Railway 7701 and 7707 
decked out in the road’s famous and 
attractive passenger livery. 
	 This new production of HO-scale 
Genesis SDP40F diesel locomotive 
models will come in standard DC 
(MSRP: $239.99) and in versions 
equipped with DCC and SoundTraxx 
Tsunami  2  e lec tronics  (MSRP: 
$339.99). Athearn anticipates ship-
ping this collection of releases during 
September 2023.

Athearn Trains, 
athearn.com

MRN1022
OCTOBER 15, 2022

HO Rapido 138010A  50' TTX Flatcar

$37.99
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Walthers Proto HO-scale GP35
will return with Phase Is and several new details

HO — Walthers announces a new 
collection of Proto GP35 diesel locomo-
tives for delivery to hobbyists during 
spring 2023. Walthers promotes the 
run as having “more new road-specific 
details,” which will include a high-hood 
GP35 for the first time, and more. The 
fully assembled model will come in 
standard DC (MSRP: $219.98) and in a 
version with Digital Command Control 
and ESU’s LokSound 5 (MSRP: $319.98).
	 This Electro-Motive Division (EMD) 
four-axle prototype joined the Proto 
series in recent years and came in later 
or Phase II offerings, this production 
will see first-time Phase I versions 
of the popular GP35. Walthers will 
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Facing Page Top: GM&O 625 (GP30 Phase Ic, built 
by EMD in early 1965) appears with a GP30 and 
GP35 at Venice, Ill., in April 1968. Walthers will 
reproduce four numbers from this series (GM&O 
625–636) for this production. — Warren Sunkel 
photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Facing Page Bottom: Southern Pacific 6631 leads 
a pair of Rock Island units (wearing then-new red 
with yellow livery) at Dallas, Texas, on May 8, 1971. 
The 6600-series was the second numbering for SP’s 
GP35s, and will be the subject of this new Proto re-
lease. — Dick Kuelbs photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

Facing Page Center and Right: These Walthers 
illustrations show four (Santa Fe, Great Northern, 
Norfolk & Western, and Southern Railway) of the 
six road names coming for this 2023 delivery of 
Proto-series GP35s. New details for this run will 
include 2,600-gallon fuel tanks with road-accurate 
gauge features on several models, newly tooled air 
horns, and a newly tooled high hood for N&W and 
Southern releases.

Above: Santa Fe 3369 (delivered as 1369 in May 1965) was one of more than 150 GP35s on the road’s 
roster. Walthers plans four road numbers (3359, 3373, 3374, and 3379) for this as-delivered livery with 
3300-series renumbering (the road’s GP35s arrived with 1300- and 1400-series road numbers). Santa Fe 
introduced its Yellowbonnet in mid-1972; however, the busy paint booth did not see all roster members 
overnight and many continued to serve in this “bookends” scheme. This view is from Denver, Colo., in 
1974. — Stuart J. Sutton photo, Kevin EuDaly collection 

include a variety of fuel tank features, 
accurate radiator fans, truck sideframes, 
air horns, bells, and beacons (where 
applicable) for this release.
	 The road names will include low-
nose offerings for Great Northern 
(as-delivered simplified Empire Builder 
scheme); Gulf, Mobile & Ohio; Santa Fe 
(3300-series renumber in “bookends” 

livery); Southern Pacific (mid-1960s 
renumbering in “Bloody Nose” decora-
tion); plus never-before-offered high-
hood GP35s for Norfolk & Western 
(post-1964 Pevler Blue repaint) and 
Southern Railway. Each road name 
will be offered with four road numbers, 
spread across standard DC (two num-
bers) and DCC-sound (two numbers) 

releases. Check with your hobby dealer 
or visit Walthers online to see more 
detail information and a complete 
listing of road numbers announced for 
these new HO-scale Proto GP35 diesel 
locomotive models. The offering is 
expected to arrive spring 2023.

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., 
800-487-2467; walthers.com
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HO — Athearn will deliver a pro-
duction of its General Electric Dash 
9-44CW diesel locomotive models 
during September 2023 with en-
hanced features and six road names. 
	 The fully assembled HO model 
will include a first-time inclusion of 
operating ditch lights. The releases 
will come sound-ready with pre-
installed speakers provided in the 
mechanism and wired into the 
electronics; this will allow for easy 
conversion to Digital Command 
Control (DCC) and audio output 
by simply dropping in your own 
DCC-sound decoder in place of the 
dummy plug (21-pin connection) on 
the circuit board.
	 The road names coming in this 
release will include BNSF (Heritage 
II and ex-Santa Fe SuperFleet red-
and-silver with BNSF lettering on 
the long hood), Canadian National, 
Australia’s Hamersley Iron, South-
ern Pacific (as-delivered 1994 late-era 

Athearn’s next HO Dash 9 release will add
operating ditch lights and sound-ready speaker

Above: Hamersley Iron Dash 9-44CW 7082 leads a southbound Rio Tinto empty iron ore train at Gecko, 
Western Australia, on Rio’s former Hamersley Iron Railway main line on May 29, 2011. Hamersley Iron and 
Cliffs-Robe River Iron Associates became Rio Tinto in 2000, and the Pilbara Iron and Pilbara Rail subsid-
iaries are operated by Rio Tinto today. The second unit in the consist is lettered for Pilbara Rail, while the 
third carries Rio Tinto lettering. The Dash 9-44CW is one of 29 units built in October and November 1994 
(7065–7093) for Hamersley Iron, and along with three others lettered for Hamersley Iron bought in August 
2000 (7094–7096) make up part of Rio’s total of 72 Dash 9-44CWs on the roster. — Kevin EuDaly photo

Below: Lurking behind a Dodge that transported a 
crew to the scene, UP 9791 shows these aging Dash 
9s are still important members of today’s roster. This 
example is preparing to work local business at 
Atchison, Kan., in mid-2018. — Tony Cook photo 
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Above: Photographed at Harding, Western Australia, on May 28, 2011, Hamersley Iron Dash 9-44CW  
7072 was leading northbound loads on the way to the port at Cape Lambert on what was once Cliffs-Robe 
River Iron Associates main line between Cape Lambert and Pannawonica. Rio Tinto’s current roster is 
entirely Dash 9-44CWs and ES44DCi locomotives. The fleet wears five variations in paint and lettering.  
— Kevin EuDaly photo

Above: Athearn’s coming HO-scale Dash 9-44CWs will include these road names with two road numbers 
per road name. This release will include operating ditch lights as a new external feature, and the innards 
will provide a speaker in place for easy conversion to DCC-sound, if desired. These Dash 9s will come 
fully assembled standard DC offerings (with electronics designed to accept a 21-pin decoder).

“Bloody Nose” scheme with flying 
road name on the long hood), and 
Union Pacific (ex-Chicago & North 
Western units as they looked in 
Armour Yellow following the early 
2000s revision to yellow reflective 
frame striping). Each road name will 
be offered with two road numbers (a 
slight change from Athearn’s usual 
practice). 
	 The assembled HO-scale C44-9W 
diesel locomotive model carries 
a $169.99 suggested retail price, 
and as noted is DCC-ready with 
21-pin socket and equipped with 
pre-installed speakers. The models 
will be fitted with steerable Hi-ad 
truck sideframes (depending on 
prototype use), road-name specific 
air horn, plow, grilles, and antennas. 
Additional details will include 
sunshades, frame-mounted bell, 
separate exhaust stack and brake 
wheel, sand filler, and more. The 
tank will be a 5,000-gallon version. 
The lighting (including first-time 
ditch light feature) will be LED 
powered and directional. The drive 
will be flywheel-equipped powering 
all axles with all-wheel electrical 
pickup.
	 Visit Athearn’s website or ask your 
hobby dealer for additional informa-
tion on this HO-scale C44-9W diesel 
locomotive release. Reservations are 
being accepted now for a fall 2023 
arrival.

Athearn Trains, 
athearn.com
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ScaleTrains adds Pullman-Standard 5820 hopper
to Rivet Counter and Operator lines in HO

HO —ScaleTrains will expand its 
HO-scale freight car model offer-
ings with Pullman-Standard’s 5820 
covered hopper. This new release 
will  be produced as a high-end 
Rivet Counter replica (selling for 
$48.99) and as an Operator model 
(selling for $29.99).
	 This nearly 70-foot long, three-
bay, rib-side covered hopper was 
first  built  by Pullman-Standard 
in the early 1970s, and saw use 
carrying plastic pellets. ScaleTrains 
will accurately reproduce produc-
tion phase and road name details 
for its Rivet Counter rendition, 
whi le  the  economica l ly  pr iced 
Operator hopper will  possess a 
later production appearance 5820. 
Visit ScaleTrains for more informa-
tion. Both versions of this covered 
hopper are expected in early 2023. 

ScaleTrains, 
scaletrains.com

© 2022 ScaleTrains.com, Inc., ScaleTrains, Road Trip and respective 
logos and slogans are trademarks of ScaleTrains.com, Inc.

WATCH our website for upcoming 
dates and events near you.

JOIN US 
ON THE 
ROAD TRIP

JOIN our FB group for photos 
and updates on the road.

Sioux Valley Model Engineers Society

Spud Valley Model Railroad Club

For upcoming stops check
ScaleTrains.com/RoadTrip 
844-9TRAINS • 844-987-2467
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KR Models nears delivery for
HO-scale Shay steam locomotive

HO — KR Models’ much-antici-
pated Shay steam locomotive project 
is closer to delivering. The company 
shared these views of its coming HO-
scale Arcata & Mad River Railroad 
sample. This is a preproduction 
specimen and subject to revisions. 
The fully assembled HO-scale Shay 
is expected to be in modeler hands 
by the end of 2022. Visit KR Models 
online for additional information on 
this offering.

KR Models, 
krmodels.net

Accurail
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TrainWorld-exclusive CSX GEVOs in G from MTH

G — TrainWorld has three CSX 
special livery SD70ACe diesel loco-
motives coming exclusively from 
MTH Trains. The releases include 
CSX’s First Responders 911 (shown 
above), Veterans 1776, and Law En-
forcement 3194 (both shown on right). 
These G-scale offerings sell for $799.99 
and are available for reservation from 
TrainWorld. These 1:32 SD70ACe 
models will come with DCC/DCS 
electronics, ProtoSmoke exhaust, LED 
lighting, and more. Visit TrainWorld’s 
website for details.

TrainWorld, 
trainworld.com
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Pullman-Standard milestone cars
from Micro-Trains in N scale

N — Car builder Pullman-Standard 
produced several  special  com-
memorative freight cars during 
its long tenure supplying rolling 
stock to North American railroads.
	 Micro-Trains will offer three of 
these unique and interesting pro-
totypes as its “Pullman-Standard 
Milestone Cars” series. The first 
release is  due in December and 
wil l  be a brown 50-foot  sl iding 
door boxcar (shown above right). 
The second release, due in January 
2023, is a Cotton Belt silver 40-foot 
b o x c a r  w i t h  s p e c i a l  m a r k i n g s 
(shown center right). The third of-
fering will deliver during February 
2023 and is a 50-foot rib-side boxcar 
(shown lower right). The releases 
list for $31.95 to $35.95. Check with 
your dealer for availability.

Micro-Trains Line Co., 
541-535-1755; micro-trains.com

ExactRail
 ‘Big John’Magor 4948 Covered Hopper!

in 7 Paint Schemes & Kit 

NOW AVAILABLE! from



MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — OCTOBER 202232

The Coach Yard

SP Del Monte

www.thecoachyard.com
Committed to Excellence

HO Scale

www.greatdecals.comfor list, SASE to: William Mosteller
3306 Parkside Terrace - Fairfax, VA 22031

Great Decals!TM O•S•HO•N
SCALES

Southern Railway - 5 titles
RF&P - 6 titles
Virginian Railway - 28 titles
L&N - 16 titles
After Hours Graphics line,
Coupler gauges, and more!

DCCHobbySupply.com 

DCC Starter Sets 
Sound Decoders 

Detection/Signaling 
Turnout Control 

And So Much More 

Command/Boosters 

Walthers adds Mainline HO-scale
60-foot bulkhead flatcar

HO — Walthers introduces a 60-foot 
bulkhead flatcar based on Pullman-
Standard design that will join the hobby 
company’s Mainline series of HO rolling 
stock this fall. The prototype dates 
to 1968 (note the brown Trailer Train 
with Baltimore & Ohio lettering shown 
above) and is a common member of 
contemporary trains in the U.S. and 
Canada. The first production (which 
carries a $34.98 suggested retail price) 
will come equipped with Proto MAX 
metal knuckle couplers, and 33-inch 
metal wheels (this is a 70-ton car) fitted 

into roller bearing truck sideframes. The 
bulkhead flatcar promises to be appro-
priately weighted for good operational 
performance (whether empty or with 
load). Walthers will offer a Chooch 
Enterprises-branded pulpwood load 
(see page 85) that will fit this new Main-
line freight car. The production will 
present several road names including 
red Canadian Pacific and yellow Trailer 
Train (shown below), plus Canadian 
National, Indiana Harbor Belt, brown 
Trailer Train, and Weyerhauser.

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., walthers.com

29-PAGE CATALOG $7.00
Refunded on orders of $50 or more

www.shawmutcarshops.com814-834-9455

CUSTOM
DECALS

AND
VINYL

LETTERING
ALL SCALES

307 NORTH MICHAEL STREET • ST. MARYS, PA 15857

-



33MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — OCTOBER 2022

AAA Plus Trains & Darts

www.northcoasthobby.com

Arrowhead Models adds
three new Railgon paint schemes

Montana Rail Link anniversary
boxcar in N scale from Micro-Trains

N — Micro-Trains recently re-
leased a 35th anniversary Montana 
R a i l  L i n k  ( M R L )  b o x c a r .  T h i s 
assembled N-scale model uses the 
company’s 60-foot sliding door 
prototype as  a  canvas  for  this 
colorful and intricately detailed 
tribute to MRL. The road’s 35th 
anniversary will also be its finale, 
as BNSF recently announced it 
was acquiring the line (originally 
Northern Pacific trackage, Burling-
ton Northern spun off in 1987, and 

soon to be new to BNSF’s system). 
	 T h i s  M R L  3 5 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y 
boxcar (104 00 100) lists for $28.95 
and is one of several anniversary 
special releases Micro-Trains has 
offered this year. The others in-
c lude  a  Norfo lk  Southern  40th 
Anniversary boxcar (104 00 090, 
MSRP:  $28 .95 )  and a  VIA 45th 
Anniversary business car (144 00 
770, MSRP: $31.45).

Micro-Trains Line Co., 
micro-trains.com

HO — Arrowhead Models’ Greenville 
2494 Railgon gondola replica returns 
with a trio of unique offerings. This lim-
ited production release includes patched 
freight cars decorated for Trailer Train’s 
Railgon service with reporting marks for 
successor owners. There is a Baltimore 
& Ohio gondola exclusively available 
from the Chicago area dealer Lombard 

Hobbies (lombardhobby.com) and two 
Helm-Pacific releases featuring HPJX 
reporting marks and coil rack detail 
in the gondola’s bed. Check with an 
Arrowhead Models dealer for stock on 
these HO-scale offerings.

Arrowhead Models, 
arrowheadmodels.com

NEW UNION PACIFIC 
GP38-2s

Our last run of Union Pacific GP38-2s were for the more 
modern era and they sold out quick, but the 1980’s 

modelers wanted their era of Union Pacific GP38-2s. You 
asked and WE WILL DELIVER.  

Find out the other roads we’re offering in this run by visiting 
Athearn via Facebook and YouTube on Friday, September 

30th at 3:30pm CSDT. We can’t wait to see you!  
You’ll have until Friday, October 28th to place your pre-order.

© 2022 Horizon Hobby, LLC. 531984

For more information and pricing, visit your favorite Athearn 
retailer or head to www.athearn.com

See all the road names 
9/30
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Bluford Shops

Your HO & N Source For Your HO & N Source For 4400++ Years Years

lombardhobby.com 

BIG INVENTORY
VALUE PRICING
FAST SHIPPING
GREAT SERVICE

630.620.1084

524 E.  St. Charles Place
Lombard, Illinois 60148

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                      

                                                                    
 

Erie
Lackawanna

Society

InterMountain Railway’s
40-foot PS-1 boxcar in HO scale

Rio Grande baggage cars
in N scale from RailSmith Models

HO  — Col lec tors  take  note  of 
InterMountain Railway Co.’s new 
production of HO-scale 40-foot 
Pullman-Standard PS-1 sliding-
door  boxcar  models .  This  run 
includes several uncommon road 

N — RailSmith Models recently 
released its streamlined baggage 
car model decorated for Denver 
& Rio Grande Western service. 
The assembled N-scale  models 
i n c l u d e  R i o  G r a n d e ’ s  f a m o u s 
postwar four-stripe scheme with 
Aspen Gold and silver paint. The 
black lettering includes flying “Rio 

Grande” name. There are multiple 
sets and individual baggage cars 
in this limited production. Visit 
Lowell Smith’s website for more 
on these Rio Grande and other 
specialty releases sold direct from 
the company.

RailSmith Models, 
lowellsmith.net

n a m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  M i s s i s s i p p i 
Central (illustration shown above). 
The assembled model carries a 
$42.95 suggested retail price.
InterMountain Railway Co., intermountain-railway.com

2023 CALENDAR

David Start, 22 Ice Plant Road, Lafayette, NJ 07848-2403

dstart.elhs @gmail.com

9

www.erielackhs.org
11

MRN

9

4

Erie Lackawanna
Railroad Historical Society

ONLY PAYMENTS IN U.S. FUNDS WILL BE ACCEPTED
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Ron’s Books

  Moving?

Be sure to send 
us your new 

mailing address so 
you won’t miss 
a single issue!

Please send your name, 
old address, and complete 
new mailing address to:

or email: 
subs@whiteriverproductions.com

White River Productions 
P.O. Box 48 
Bucklin, MO 64631

Dan Goins
Zycon Models
Cell: 214-458-4048

Website: www.zyconmodels.com
Email: dgoins187@gmail.com

Ebay Seller ID
zyconmodels

Production Limited
To Only 250 Models

International
7600
Vacuum Truck

NOW AVAILABLE!  1/87th (HO) Scale

These rigs are utilized in a wide range of applications. Typically
used as a contract service they can be found  working at power
plants, construction projects, agricultural, railway MOW, mining 
operations a wide variety of industrial plant projects and 
emergency services.  Most larger municipal water works 
departments own fleets of these vehicles. 

Fully Assembled
       & Factory
        Painted 

4 Versions Available

www.jbwheelsets.com

Slightly different name...
same great product!

CHECK OUT OUR
RESISTOR WHEELS

Amtrak Midnight Blue P42
and more from Kato in HO

HO — Kato’s new production of 
General Electric P42 diesel locomo-
tive models includes Amtrak’s 100 
(decked out in Midnight Blue special 
livery), 46 (with 50th anniversary 
labeling), and several more special 
paint schemes available now or by 

year’s end. 
	 In addition, Kato has a new run of 
its HO-scale Superliner passenger 
cars decorated in Amtrak’s Phase VI 
(shown below) decoration.

Kato USA, Inc., 
katousa.com

OUR COLLECTION:
Book 1: Jordan Spreader and Russell   Snow Plow
Book 2: Browning Locomotive Cranes, Volume 1: 1917 
Book 3: Budd Passenger Cars
Book 4: Properties & Plants of Bethlehem Steel Corporation: 1925
Book 5: Bucyrus-Erie Company Volume 1 
Book 6: Mining Locomotives of Ironton & General Electric Co.
Book 7: Roberts and Schaefer Co. Representative Work- 

Locomotive Coaling Plants 
Book 8: Heisler Locomotives Vol. 1: Geared & Fireless Locos
Book 9: Trolley Coaches Volume 1:Westinghouse 
Book 10: Gregg Railroad Cars
Book 11: Vulcan Locomotives Volume 1: Gasoline Locomotives
Book 12: Western Wheeled Scraper Company: Western Dump Cars
Book 13: Plymouth Locomotives Volume 1
Book 14: Beyer-Garratt Articulated Locomotives
Book 15: Ohio Locomotive Crane Company Volume 1
Book 16: Lima Loco Works Volume 1 Super-Power Steam Locos
Book 17: Ingersol-Rand Locomotives
Book 18: Baldwin-Westinghouse Volume 1 Electric Locos
Book 19: Browning Locomotive Cranes Volume 2
Book 20: H.K. Porter Locomotives

Book 21: Pressed Steel Car Company Volume 1 Freight Cars
Book 22: Railway Electrification Volume 1 New Haven
Book 23: Industrial Brownhoist Corp Vol. 1 Locomotive Cranes
Book 24: Alco Locomotives Volume 1
Book 25: Bucyrus-Erie Company Vol. 2
Book 26: General Motors Electro-Motive Division Vol.1
Book 27: Whitcomb Locomotives
Book 28: Westinghouse-Equipped Locomotives Vol. 1: 

Diesel-Electrics 10 to 80 Tons
Book 29: Railway Electrification Vol. 2: PRR & 

Cleveland Union Terminal
Book 30: Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Diesel-Electric Locomotives
Book 31: Passenger Cars Vol. 1 Bethlehem Steel & Pressed

Steel Car Co. 
Book 32: General Electric Diesel-Electric Locomotives 
Book 33: Fairmont Railway Motors MOW & Work Equipment 
Book 34: Vulcan Locomotives Vol. 2 Steam & Diesel Locomotives
Book 35: Atlas Electric Locomotives
Book 36: Railroad Cranes
Book 37: Heisler Locomotives Vol 2 Geared Locomotives
Book 38: Fairbanks - Morse Locomotives Vol 1 Diesels

wwwwww..rroonnssbbooookkss..ccoomm  
Ron’s Books P.O. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 • ronsbooks@aol.com

(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR 

All orders U.S. funds only. NY &CT res. add sales tax. Print name, address and phone. Credit card users add card number, CVC
code & expiration date. Allow 4 weeks delivery. All foreign orders sent airmail and billed accordingly. Checks payable to Ron’s Books.

Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive 
is a new series of books from 
SilverLake Images. We will be 
releasing new books every month,
created from rare historical docu-
ments on a variety of railroad topics.

Book 38
Fairbanks - Morse 

Locomotives 
Volume 1 Diesels
$35.00 each postpaid within US
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Broadway Limited Imports announces HO-scale
“Commodore Vanderbilt” Hudson steam locomotive

HO — Broadway Limited Imports 
will add New York Central’s sleek 
“Commodore Vanderbilt” J-1e Hudson 
4-6-4 steam locomotive to its series 
of Paragon 4 HO-scale offerings. The 
model will come in original 1935 spoked 
driver version (as shown) and revised 
disc driver appearance. An unlettered 
model will be offered with disc drivers 
and New York’s TrainWorld will offer 
two fantasy red-and-gray “Pacemaker” 
releases. The DCC-sound steam locomo-
tive will include smoke output and more 
and carries a $599.99 retail price.

Broadway Limited Imports, 
broadway-limited.com
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Great Scale Model Show

Preview of coming Bachmann HO-scale
New York Central 4-6-4 Hudson

HO — Bachmann shares a look at its 
coming New York Central Hudson 
4-6-4 steam locomotive model. This 
DCC “Sound on Board”offering 
w i l l  c o m e  w i t h  T r a i n  C o n t r o l 
Systems digital  audio with the 
company’s voice-guided “Audio 
Assist” programming and “Keep-
Alive” device.
	 The model will reproduce NYC’s 
l a t e  1 9 2 0 s  p r o t o t y p e  b u i l t  b y 
Alco and put into service on the 
road’s famous 20th Century Limited 
and other express services. The 
initial production will provide two 
road numbers with as-delivered 
Roman lettering style and two road 
numbers with Gothic lettering. The 
model will come with a working 
front coupler and extra dummy 
front coupler in down position. 
Check with your hobby dealer for 
more information.

Bachmann Trains, 
bachmanntrains.com

      Sat/Sun • October 15- 16 Discount admission: gsmts.com
700+

jsgeare@gsmts.com
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Review G

Go Big in the Backyard
LGB’s Santa Fe F-units in G scale

Review Justin Sobeck 
 
LGB G-scale
 
F7A diesel locomotive
Santa Fe 312L 
20581, MSRP: $1,790.00
 
F7B diesel locomotive
Santa Fe 312B 
20582, MSRP: $859.00
 
LGB, distributed by Marklin 
lgb.com

Above: Santa Fe’s iconic Warbonnet livery is a 
favorite in any scale, but especially impressive 
reproduced on these LGB G-scale F7s. Notice the 
replication of stainless steel appearance for side 
panels on the A- and B-units, as per prototype.

One would be hard pressed to 
identify a more iconic scheme 
in American railroading’s last 

90 years than Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe’s (ATSF) Warbonnet scheme 
— designed by General Motors’ Leland 
Knickerbocker for the sleek, early 
diesel E1As; the scheme’s basic design 
lasted through to the mid-1990s and 
the BNSF merger. After converting 
to blue-and-yellow freight version in 
1972 and then brought back by Mike 

Haverty around 1990 for the series of 
Superfleet units, this is beyond doubt a 
classic. LGB’s beautiful Electro-Motive 
Division (EMD) F7 diesel locomo-
tives (A- and B-units) are back with 
an updated rendition of Santa Fe’s 
Warbonnet scheme, complete with 
plated sides to simulate the stainless 
panels found on the prototypes.
	 LGB has offered its G-scale F7s in a 
variety of schemes, the first of them 
originally released in the late 1990s, 
but this updated Warbonnet may 
be the most handsome yet. They are 
upgraded under the hood as well, with 
with Digital Command Control (DCC) 
and digital sound enhancements that 
are compatible with analog operation, 
using LGB’s familiar sound activation 
magnets or your compatible DCC 
system of choice. 

The Prototype
	 Santa Fe had its own class and roster 
nomenclature, with F7s making up its 
300 class, and divided into A-B-B-A 

sets. The A-units were designated L or 
C, while B-units were labeled A and B. 
Confused yet? The passenger-geared, 
steam generator-equipped F-units 
could be found in all configurations 
from A-B pairs up to large combina-
tions of eight or more units (depending 
on the route and train size), across 
Santa Fe’s system from Illinois to 
California. The F-units were Santa Fe’s 
mainstay passenger power until the 
FP45s, U28Cs, and U30CGs came along 
in the late 1960s.
	 Three different F7As were numbered 
312L from May 1950 through December 
1974, and at least two were rebuilt in 
Santa Fe’s CF-7 program at the road’s 
Cleburne, Texas, shops. Santa Fe also 
had multiple F7Bs that carried road 
number 312B, and they labored for 
the road until either becoming an 
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RCE (Radio Controlled Engine) car or 
traded in to EMD in the early 1970s on 
SD45-2s. With this information above, 
LGB’s 312L and 312B set is good for 
a wide span of Santa Fe’s golden 
era of passenger service prior to the 
formation of Amtrak, or in later years 
working freight service. LGB also offers 
another A-unit, Santa Fe 314L (20583).

Running Giant F-units
	 I tested LGB’s F7A 312L in analog 
(non-digital) operation, as I don’t have 
an appropriate DCC system that would 
work for this G-scale application — and 
it was still very impressive. Having 
been previously acquainted with LGB’s 
sound-equipped units through the 
years, their use of a dual-mode decoder 
to power the analog sound function, 
while going full DCC is a departure 
from past practice with this release. I 
don’t have enough G-scale rolling stock 
to quantify the extraordinary pulling 
power LGB cites in the release on these 
locomotives, but I found they pulled 
anything I was able to couple up to the 
units. Two motors (one in each truck) 
provide ample tractive effort, when 
coupled with the A-unit’s 9.2-pound 
weight; the third axle has a traction 
tire on one wheel to enhance pulling 
power. Electrical pickup is through 
seven of the model’s eight wheels, and 
two slides per truck also contribute.
	 A pair of sound activation magnets 
came with F7A 312L; when placed 
left or right, they were only good for 
producing three rings of the bell, or one 
short blast of the horn. One directional 
sound jumper cable to the B-unit was 
also included – this brings unpowered 
F7B 312B to life, when plugged into the 
door on LGB’s F7A. Gently increasing 
voltage to the unit will start the class 
lights, number boards, headlight, 
and sound startup, while the model 
remains stationary. The classic EMD 
567 prime mover sounds have a suf-
ficient amount of bass when coming 

Left: LGB’s G-scale F7s, both A- and B-units, in-
clude 36-inch dynamic brake fans. Also, the steam 
generator section is smooth denoting no boiler 
equipment. The black air horns are standard issue 
single bells (one facing forward and the other facing 
backward). The F7A includes yellow eyebrow grab 
irons over the windshield and yellow grab irons run-
ning up and just over the side of the nose on the 
engineer’s side of the locomotive.

continued on page 42
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Below: Santa Fe 312 works with a nicely matched 
A-B-B-A set of F-units on an Amtrak train at Kansas 
City’s Union Station in June 1973. — Jim Asplund 
photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Above: Santa Fe 312 F7A and two B-units make their way into Kansas City in the late 1960s. F-units made 
up the bulk of Santa Fe’s famous passenger service motive power from the early days of diesels through 
the coming of Amtrak. Select members of the road’s F-unit roster would continue serving passenger needs 
on lease to Amtrak in the early 1970s. — Dale Jacobson photo, Kevin EuDaly collection
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Above: LGB once offered an F7 with a clear body, 
we wanted to look under the hood on the DCC-
equipped version. The main weight and DCC boards 
are in the center, with the wiring to each truck/motor 
block.

Below: This view of the bottom of the F7A shows 
the trucks, pickup shoes, traction tire, and speaker 
arrangement.

Left: This view of the end door of F7A 312 shows 
the power selection switch, volume knob, and plug 
for the B-unit sound jumper.



MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — OCTOBER 202242

Above: This B-unit is typical of the appearance of 
Santa Fe’s Warbonnet boosters used in passenger 
service. Note the steam generator equipment details 
on the right side of the roofline. — Kevin EuDaly 
collection 

Below: If you compare the prototype image above with LGB’s model, you’ll see they show opposite sides 
of an EMD B-unit. The dynamic brake fan is right of the radiator fans and exhaust stacks on the model, 
versus sitting to the left of these details on the prototype image. LGB replicates the look of the stainless-
steel finish found on select body sections of Santa Fe F-units. Notice the prototype’s access doors, ends, 
and roofline look different from the horizontal middle sections; the model presents the same appearance. 

from both units… it’s astounding to 
hear and enjoy! The upper headlight 
of the unit is also dark, when operated 
in analog (slide switch positions 1 or 2 
didn’t change anything), but the DCC 
function table lists a Gyralight feature 
for this upper position light.
	 The units are equipped with LGB’s 
hook-and-loop style couplers, allowing 
them to operate on curves down to 
R1 4-foot diameter — and the front 

pilot of the A-unit has a kinetic mount 
to allow for better swing, when oper-
ated with longer rolling stock. Extra 
hooks are included, if you desire 
to double hook your locomotives 
together, and LGB also offers knuckle 
couplers (sold separately) that can be 
added if modelers desire. The units 
come in LGB’s standard dark red boxes 
with white foam top and bottom inner 
nests to safely keep them stowed when 
not in use. 

	 All in, the 312L and 312B nicely 
carry on the tradition that Knick-
erbocker and Santa Fe kept alive 
through the years. California State 
Railroad Museum (californiarailroad.
museum) in Sacramento, Calif., has 
preserved 347C and 347B — which 
didn’t become a CF7s. This release 
from LGB embodies the quality 
and robustness that have become 
hallmarks of their models. 

continued from page 39
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WRP
PTA22 FB

Full-Page Ad

See your dealer or
     visit shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com

GET ON BOARD!

ALL ABOARD!
New Trains of 1952: Pennsylvania Railroad’s 

streamlined, Budd-built “Congressional”

Electro-Motive A to Z:
From Algoma Central to “Zephyr,” an alphabetical 

review of North American EMD passenger diesels to 
mark the centennial of the builder’s founding in 1922.

Ties That Bind, Part 2:
Concluding our survey of passenger trains crossing 

the U.S.-Canada border in the postwar era.

...AND MORE!

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

$29.95
Order item PTA22

S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada, all others,
or for priority and express options,

call or email for rates
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Review HO

Excessive Heights for a Boxcar
Tangent Scale Models FMC Gunderson 6089 in HO

Review by Tony Cook 
 
Tangent Scale Models HO-scale
FMC Gunderson Brothers 
6,089-cubic-foot, 50-foot high-cube
plug-door boxcar
 
Southern Pacific 227736
B-70-43 as-delivered 1969 
29010-07 
 
Cotton Belt 59251 
B-70-42 1984 repaint 
29011-11 
 
Rio Grande 62021 as-delivered 1969 
29012-06 
 
Tangent Scale Models 
tangentscalemodels.com

Above: Tangent Scale Models came to 2022’s St. 
Louis RPM event with a show-stopper boxcar rep-
lica. Here are three of the four decorations offered 
in this debut production for the hobby company’s 
FMC Gunderson Brothers 6089-cubic-foot, high-
cube boxcar. This insulated double plug door is a 
late 1960s arrival on the North American railroading 
scene.

Below: Southern Pacific 226110 is a mid-1980s 
repaint and a possible future decoration for this 
new HO-scale Tangent Scale Models replica. 
— Pat Holden photo, Rick Selby collection 

This latest release from Tangent 
Scale Models is indeed a great 
boxcar model, and while other 

similar excess-height freight cars like 
this FMC/Gunderson prototype have 
or do exist in HO, it’s impressive to 
see this level of quality for this 50-foot 
double plug-door boxcar. The model 
made its debut at the St. Louis Railroad 
Prototype Modelers Meet in late July 
2022 and by the close of the first day of 
the event, I discovered the Rio Grande, 
Southern Pacific, and I believe the run’s 
Cotton Belt replicas brought to the 
show had sold out. I quickly bought 

two Rio Grande examples (one for my 
collection and one for my dad).
	 The trio of road names you see on 
display – Cotton Belt (SSW), Denver 
& Rio Grande Western (D&RGW), and 
Southern Pacific (SP) – are the only 
owners for this Gunderson Brothers 
(later succeeded by FMC) prototype. 
The excess-height car was manufac-
tured in 1968 and 1969 with a bit more 
than 1,000 entering service for the 
mentioned roads. The 6,089-cubic-foot-
capacity boxcar was intended for paper 
and appliance hauling, those products 
being among its most common cargo. 
The fleet of 70-ton boxcars roamed 
across North America into the 2000s. 
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Above: The sun is no friend to Rio Grande’s Action 
Orange and fading of this hue came quickly. 
D&RGW 62002 still is recognizable as orange in 
this view, but going away fast. Rio Grande’s “Action 
Road” decoration and orange look was new for the 
railroad as these high cubes went into service in 
1969. — Rick Selby collection 

Above: D&RGW 62006 was a decade into service  
when this view was captured in the late 1970s. The 
car’s color has been reduced to a near-yellow ap-
pearance. Note the yellow dot in black box wheel 
check marking, common in the late 1970s, and the 
two-panel COTS label on the lower right side below 
the dot. — Terry E. Cook photo

Below: These are fantastic looking boxcar replicas 
and excellent additions to Tangent Scale Models’ 
catalog. These late 1960s prototypes possess ex-
cess height (note the white warning band on the 
ends), no rooftop running boards, low-mount brake 
wheel, end crossover platforms, and extended 
cushion couplers.
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Below: Southern Pacific rolling stock was always a 
favorite and Tangent seems to have missed no 
detail in nailing this classic look. I recall seeing cars 
of this variety over the years on D&RGW Moffat 
Road trains mixed with centerbeam and bulkhead 
lumber cars. Note the paper loading yellow-boxed 
label on the left side of this example.

Above: These are impressive excess-height cars! 
Note the variation to tack boards on the ends, the 
finely executed coupler cut lever, intricately detailed 
double-plug doors, and so much more. These rep-
licas retail for $56.95 each.

Tangent Scale Models covers several 
eras with the releases in this first pro-
duction. The Action Orange D&RGW 
and SP example with yellow door are 
as-delivered looks from the late 1960s, 
while the somewhat simplified Cotton 

Belt decoration shows a mid-1980s 
repaint. Not shown here but included 
in the production is a blue Golden 
West Service release that provides a 
mid-1990s and later look. Each of the 
four road names includes a dozen road 
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Below: The crossover platforms are etched metal 
and possess see-through characteristics. Note the 
underframe details differ depending on the road 
name. Also compare the truck brake details (behind 
the sideframes) and you’ll see variation between 
Tangent Scale Models’ Southern Pacific and Rio 
Grande boxcars.

Above: As you might notice, I mishandled this 
Cotton Belt B-70-42 sample and pinched the left 
stirrup step inward a bit. This is easily remedied and 
I show it as a warning to take care with these finely 
detailed replicas. This paint job has clean lines 
separating the brown sides from the metal roof; 
compare this with the overspray appearance given 
Tangent’s Southern Pacific and Rio Grande roofli-
nes.

numbers (check Tangent Scale Models 
online or inquire with one of the manu-
facturer’s dealers for stock availability). 
The replica weighs in at an even five 
ounces. The car rides on newly tooled 
Barber S-2 Birdsboro Foundry roller 
bearing trucks (with spinning caps) on 
33-inch metal wheels. Tangent includes 
a bag with replacement bearing caps 
should the need arise. The model 

includes extended or cushion couplers 
fitted with Kadee’s metal scale-head 
knuckles.
	 I’ve operated my trio of these boxcar 
replicas for a week on my test track 
with no issues. I was pleasantly sur-
prised by this boxcar selection and 
always happy to have a new Tangent 
Scale Models replica to add to my 
collection.  
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Tangara or “To Go” Down Under
Auscision Models Tangara in HO scale

Review HO

Review by Tony Cook 
 
Auscision Models HO-scale
Tangara suburban passenger train
four-car set 
standard DC 
 
Transport Sydney Trains 
TST logo with yellow doors – T97
NPS-58 AM11949 

Auscision Models 
auscisionmodels.com.au

Above: Auscision Models produced its HO-scale 
Tangara suburban passenger train as a four-car set 
release. The Tangara or T set equipment went into 
service at the end of the 1980s in Australia. Tangara 
is an Aboriginal term meaning “to go.”

In compiling product news, I fre-
quently see releases for models 
from companies beyond my North 

American home base. HO scale is a 
standard the world over and many 
offerings can catch my attention. 
Australian railroading is a subject that 
grabs my attention with regularity, 

Below: A T set runs under wires at Moorebank, 
New South Wales, near Sydney on the southeastern 
corner of Australia, in April 2021. — Dean Jones 
photo
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Above: This HO equipment is produced in China 
for Australia’s Auscision Models. The company’s 
Tangara set comes wrapped in clear film, secured 
in a two-piece clear plastic snap-together inner tray, 
surrounded by foam, and housed in a sturdy card-
board display package.

Above: The four-car consist includes two end units known as driving control trailers, and two coach cars. 
Both driving control trailers include positionable pantographs. The powered driving control trailer and 
non-powered opposite unit both include factory-installed lighting with control switches on the underside. 
The design includes the ability for conversion to Digital Command Control (with a 21-pin socket) for both 
end units. All models in the set come with flexible diaphragms  

and some of the equipment used is 
very similar to, if not the same as, 
North American versions (see page 26 
and the news of Athearn’s C44-9Ws 
in Hamersley Iron as an example). 
Conversely, you’ll discover some very 
alien looking equipment in use too. 
	 Auscision Models is an Australian 
hobby company that I follow, and 
I’ve been frequently tempted by 
their HO locomotive model releases. 
When fellow hobbyist Shawn Hoppert 
mentioned he imported Auscision 
Models’ HO-scale Tangara set, I asked 
if I could borrow it and share a review 

in Model Railroad News. I enjoyed 
running the set and discovering what 
this company’s products are like.

Commuting with Tangara
	 This shovelnose bi-level train looks 
like something you’d see in a movie 
or TV show as a futuristic rail travel 
option. In reality, the A. Goninan & 
Co.-built Tangara equipment (also 
known as T sets) has been serving 
in Sydney, Australia, passenger runs 
since the late 1980s.
	 My reference states the T-sets (num-
bered below 100) are suburban use 

and G-sets (numbered above 100) 
made longer-distance runs, but have 
merged over the years. Production 
concluded on these standard gauge, 
electric rail units in 1995.
	 A four-car set appears to be the 
minimum consist and more than 450 
cars (a mix of driving and non-driving 
cars) made up the fleet. The four-car 
Tangara set includes a pair of outer 
cars (drivers with shovelnose face, 
one pantograph at the back end, and 
controls for operation) and a pair of 
non-driving cars or coaches running 
between the end units.
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By-The-Numbers
Tangara

Auscision Models
HO 1:87 • Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ozs @ Full Slip)

Pull	 ÷	 Loco Wt	 =	 Efficiency 
2.4	 12.3	 19.5%

DC (Starting Volts = 2.0)
Volts		  Amps		  Scale MPH
  2.2		  .03		  2
  6.5		  .06		  30
12.0		  .08		  67

 

Left: The powered driver car includes a flywheel-
equipped motor that operates all four axles (both 
trucks) on this model. This unit and the non-powered 
opposite end driver car include factory-installed LED 
lighting with a slider switch control panel embedded 
in the underframe. Each light source can be con-
trolled individually with headlights and red marker 
lights illuminating depending on the direction of 
movement of the train. The “fog” light is located on 
the lower face and seems similar to ditch lights. The 
light marked “Guards” is a tiny blue light over the 
access door on the side of the driver unit.

Above: Tangara set T29 departs East Hills with a 
T8 line run to Sydney’s City Circle area as train 855L 
on September 1, 2019. — Dean Jones photo

Auscision’s Tangara
	 This four-unit Tangara suburban set 
comes packaged in a large attractive 
display box. The four models are 
securely packed in a two-piece clear 
plastic inner casing that is surrounded 
by a thin foam lining. The models are 
largely made of plastic components 
with multi-part shells consisting of the 
base (which includes the skirting over 
the trucks and up to approximately 
the thin yellow sill stripe), upper body 
with separately applied tinted window 
sections, and separate end diaphragms 
that have some give-and-take in their 
design to allow them fit closely together 
and not inhibit operation around curves. 
The detailed pantograph on the roof of 
the driver cars is metal, as are handrails 

on the driver car models. Though they 
don’t look it (the prototype stands only 
a bit more than 14 feet over the rails), 
these cars all include bi-level seating. 
Aucision Models provides interior 
sections for all four cars. The driver 
car includes control interior detail and 
painted crew figures.
	 The HO-scale models are standard 
DC with provision for conversion to 
Digital Command Control with a 21-pin 
socket included on the circuit board of 
the powered driver car. LED lighting 
features include a range of functions for 
the end driver cars. The single powered 
driver car had ample ability to smoothly 
pull or push this four-car set around 
my test track. I measured a top speed 
of just below 70 mph under standard 
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Above: This bi-level design is much shorter than, 
say, an Amtrak Superliner. I found the design to be 
sleek and futuristic looking. The cars, which mea-
sure approximately 65 feet, include metal wheels 
and operated well on Code 83 rail. 

Below: Each driver car includes a metal pantograph 
on its rear roofline. All cars have protruding plastic 
diaphragms. The models snap together with a plas-
tic connector system, which allows for some give-
and-take on curves and snugs up in straightaways.  

DC operation. I was tempted to open 
the powered unit and wanted to share 
views of it; however, the instructions 
warning of the challenge involved and 
confirmation from a YouTube video 
showing the disassembly made me 
shelve this portion of my evaluation, as 
this model was not mine and on loan. 
The pantographs are delicate, but I was 
able to manually raise and lower them 
without damage. The cars snap together 
with plastic connector tabs. The assem-
bly of the set was easy, though the force 
necessary to pull the units apart made 
me unsure of how durable this design 
would be with heavy usage. The fit and 
finish was very good, with decoration 
adding to these already well-detailed 
HO reproductions of this interesting 
prototype. This set was produced in 
China for Auscision Models. 

Conclusion
	 This is my first experience with an 
Auscision Models release and I was 
excited to have the opportunity.  After 
this experience, I think I will take the 
plunge and buy a locomotive for my 
collection. Special thanks to Shawn 
Hoppert for the loan. Shawn models 
a modern HO Milwaukee Road... I 
have no idea if this Tangara will be 
in service on his railroad or was just 
bought for fun. The set costs around 
$450 and buyers can purchase direct 
from Auscision Models online and 
have items shipped to North America. 
If you’re unfamiliar with Australian 
railroading, there’s much to get excited 
about and models available. 
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Review HO

Marking a Quarter Century
BNSF anniversary GEVOs from ScaleTrains in HO scale

Review by Aaron Adams
Model Photos by Tony Cook 
Prototype Photos by Jonah Hemingway 

ScaleTrains Rivet Counter HO-scale
ES44AC diesel locomotive
with DCC and sound
 
BNSF 25th Anniversary 5869 
SXT32879 

ScaleTrains 
scaletrains.com

Above: The locomotive’s hood proudly displays 
eight heralds of BNSF predecessors, as well as a 
25th Anniversar y vers ion of BNSF’s cur rent 
“swoosh” logo.

The year 2020 marked the 25th 
anniversary of 1995’s Burling-
ton Northern-Santa Fe merger, 

commemorated by the road with 10 
locomotives in a special variation of 
BNSF’s paint scheme. ScaleTrains was 
quick to bring these locomotives to HO 
scale, announcing production of all 10 
road numbers in September 2020.

The Prototype
	 To commemorate its anniversary, 
BNSF contracted to have 10 Gen-
eral Electric (GE) ES44AC “Evolution 
Series” GEVO locomotives labeled 
with heritage heralds at Mid-America 
Car in Kansas City, Mo., and RELCO  
in Albina, Iowa. The first locomotive, 
BNSF 5828, was unveiled in August 
2020 and the last was in service during 
November 2020. These 10 roster mem-
bers received a variation of BNSF’s 
current “Heritage III” livery with addi-

tions. Not only was “25th Anniversary” 
added below the BNSF “swoosh” logo, 
but heralds for the eight predecessor 
roads are located on the side of the 
hood. These eight railroads are Santa 
Fe, Burlington Northern, and six of 
the seven railroads that merged to 
form Burlington Northern: Chicago, 
Burlington, & Quincy; Great Northern; 
Northern Pacific; Frisco; Colorado & 
Southern; and Spokane, Portland, & 
Seattle. The absent road is Fort Worth 
& Denver, a Burlington subsidiary, 
though fellow subsidiary Colorado & 
Southern was included.
	 BNSF’s choice of units from its GE 
ES44AC fleet for these anniversary lo-
comotives was likely an easy one, as the 
roster includes roughly 700 examples. 
The locomotives selected to be painted 
are earlier production GEVOs, with 
build dates from 2005 through 2007, 
presumably because these older units 
were already being cycled through for 
fresh paint and overhauls. 
	 Rumors among the railfan com-
munity when these locomotives were 
announced by BNSF indicated that 
more traditional heritage units for each 
predecessor road had been planned, but 
the “sticker units” were a compromise 
due to high employee furloughs and 
the COVID pandemic. According to 
his November 2020 article, “Designing 
BNSF’s Anniversary Units” appearing 
in Railfan & Railroad magazine, Stephen 

Priest states the railroad contacted him 
about the concept and “stressed cost 
and timelines for the project were of 
the utmost importance.” BNSF’s 25th 
anniversary locomotives are very much 
a successor to Burlington Northern’s 
two “Pacific Pride” units (GP38 2075 
and GP38-2 2085). These two Geeps 
received a similar treatment, featuring 
heralds of predecessor railroads added 
to the hood doors of the standard 
Cascade Green paint schemes.

The Model
	 When conducting research for 
these models, ScaleTrains discovered 
the collection of anniversary GEVO 
locomotives had many detail varia-
tions among them because they were 
produced at different times. As a result, 
ScaleTrains tooled many unit-specific 
detail variations to make these models 
worthy of the brand’s Rivet Counter 
label. Our model is BNSF 5869 (GE 
serial number 56717 from order 1900), 
an ES44AC built in January 2006. The 
prototype locomotive was delivered in 
the then-new Heritage III paint scheme 
which was well-faded by the time it 
received the anniversary repaint. 
	 Each of the 10 models has unit-spe-
cific details, which mainly differ in the 
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Above: BNSF 6179 is one of 10 GE ES44ACs to 
receive 25th anniversary markings commemorating 
the road’s quarter-century of operations. Variations 
in detail appear across the collection of locomotives. 
— Jonah Hemingway photo

Below: One of the unit-specific details is visible here, 
the color of the windshield wipers and nose grab irons. 
On 5869, and this model, they are orange, but some of 
the 10 locomotives have black wipers and grab irons 
(see prototype photo of BNSF 6179 above).
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doors and vents on the hood, horn type, 
and cab roof antenna arrangement. All 
the many fine details modelers have 
come to expect from ScaleTrains’ Rivet 
Counter line are present here, including 
numerous separately applied detail 
parts, see-through grilles, and rotating 
roller bearings on the trucks.
	 The paint and printing on this model 
are very well done. While early BNSF 
models from ScaleTrains had a BNSF 
orange that some considered to be too 
red, this issue has long been solved. 
The orange used on this model is a 
great match to the prototype, as are 
the other colors. Pad printed details, 
such as the heralds on the hood, are 
all color-accurate to prototype photos 
and are crisp and legible. The only 
discrepancy that is evident is the black 
“anti-glare” on the cab nose, which 

appears to extend too far to the edge of 
the nose compared to prototype photos. 
	 Our example is factory-equipped with 
an ESU LokSound V5 decoder, dual 
“sugar cube” speakers, and an ESU 
PowerPack, featuring two capacitors, to 
provide consistent operation over spotty 
areas of track. A DCC-ready model was 
also produced for those who still run DC 
layouts or prefer to install a different 
decoder. It should be noted that, like 
some other modern DCC-ready models, 
an ESU decoder must be used to fully 
utilize the model’s numerous lighting 
functions. In addition to the usual 
headlights and ditch lights, this model 
also features lighted number boards and 
operating front, rear, and side walkway 
lights. While some other road names of 
ScaleTrains’ ES44 include ground lights, 
they are absent on the BNSF models as 

the prototype BNSF ES44ACs also lack 
them.

Conclusion
	 ScaleTrains has done an excellent 
job of recreating these striking locomo-
tives, providing a great model to add 
a little flavor to any HO-scale modern 
BNSF roster or locomotive collection. 
While the first run of these models 
sold out quickly after they arrived in 
Spring 2022, ScaleTrains has already 
announced a second batch due for 
delivery in early 2023; if you missed 
out initially, you have another chance 
to get one. 

BNSF’s 
ES44AC 

25th Anniversary Fleet 

5828 built 11/2005 
5869 built 1/2006
5872 built 1/2006
6017 built 6/2006
6022 built 6/2006
6075 built 8/2006
6078 built 8/2006
6111 built 9/2006
6163 built 1/2007
6179 built 1/2007

Above: One addition ScaleTrains has made to more 
recent models is painted-on “anti-skid” surfaces, 
seen as a lighter-colored black stripe on the roof. 
This is an excellent feature that enhances the real-
ism of these HO models.
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Above: In this prototype shot of BNSF 6017, one of the 
small differences between units is visible. BNSF 5869, 
and the model reviewed here, has a vent below the 
brake wheel that is absent on the 6017 (see model 
photo above). — Jonah Hemingway photo

Above: As one would expect from a Rivet Counter-
level replica, the rear radiator grilles are etched, 
see-through parts, and are the correct arrangement 
for this production of GEVO.

A behind-the-scenes look at the process of labeling 
BNSF’s 25th anniversary GEVOs appears in 
November 2020’s Railfan & Railroad magazine 
(railfan.com). Diesel Era’s (withersrrbooks.com)
Vol. 31, No. 5 September/October 2020 includes a 
photo gallery of BNSF’s 25th anniversary GEVOs. 

Review Reference
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Review HO

Veteran Covered Wagons
Athearn Genesis F7s in HO scale

 
Review by Tony Cook 

Athearn Genesis HO-scale
F7A diesel locomotive
with DCC and sound
 
Missouri Pacific/T&P 916
ATHG19563  
 
Norfolk & Western 3725
ATHG19566 
 
Athearn Trains 
athearn.com

Above: Norfolk & Western is a rare U.S. Class 1 that 
never bought an F-unit. In 1964, N&W gained a group 
F-units (EMD- and GMD-built examples) from 
Wabash’s roster. This repaint F7A is one of several 
N&W looks (which also include black) in this run.

Below: N&W 3671 F7A with another ex-Wabash 
F7A were at Buffalo, N.Y., in September 1976 with 
Mopar autos in tow. N&W operated F-units gained 
in the 1964 Wabash merger until nearly 1980. 
— Kevin EuDaly collection 

When Athearn first introduced 
its Genesis-series F-units 
(based on Highliner’s multi-

part plastic shell), these remarkable 
HO reproductions of Electro-Motive 
Division’s (EMD) bulldog-nose first-
generation diesel prototypes seemed 
stunning... and they were; however, 
I look now at the intricately detailed 
late-era subjects routinely produced 
using this base tooling and they are in 
another league.
	 Two new Genesis F7A releases that 
will be arriving as you receive this 
edition of Model Railroad News well 
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Above and Below: About the only detail that I am 
ready to nitpick on this N&W F7A may be the win-
terization hatch. I believe these GMD F-units fea-
tured a more boxy or squared covering on their back 
radiator fan. Otherwise, from its passenger-style 
pilot to its deskirted sides and up to its oil cooler 
piping on the roof this is an amazing rendition of an 
uncommon late-era F7. Be sure to see the other 
N&W F7s in this run, as virtually no two are lettered 
or painted the same way.

represent this even higher level of detail 
being achieved. Both F7s on display 
feature repainting of their covered 
wagon skins. The shared late-era details 
include added grab irons on the nose, 
MU connectors, and sections of skirting 
over the tanks removed. In addition to 
those common elements, each includes 
road-specific horn, antenna, and other 
details that likely came some years after 
delivery (F7 production ran from early 
1949 to late 1953). 
	 Norfolk & Western (N&W) 3725 was 
Wabash’s 725 (originally 1189) and 
was not an EMD-built F7A but came 
from General Motors Diesel in Canada. 
Wabash operated between Detroit, 
Mich., and Buffalo, N.Y., via a line 
that ran through Ontario in Canada. 
Canadian-built power (mostly F-units) 
was part of this system. For more on this 
interesting collection of N&W F-units, 
see Diesel Era’s 2021 second quarter edi-
tion feature “Norfolk & Western’s 1970s 
F-unit Survivors.” As you’ll see in that 
feature, when N&W assumed control 
of Wabash in 1964, the fleet of F-units 
(N&W’s first as they transitioned to 
diesels later than most roads and did 
so with Geeps versus F-units) received 
minimal relettering and repainting 
and the only standard was there was 
no standard approach to how N&W’s 
image seemed to be applied. Athearn’s 
effort does a respectable job with both 
its decoration and detail. The gray 
upper color was left over from Wa-
bash’s as-delivered livery that included 
blue and white below the gray. N&W’s 
yellow “hamburger” herald and sans 
serif road name are present in a fairly 
complete version (see the image on the 

facing page below of N&W 3671 and 
its more spartan lettering appearance). 
This N&W F7A is simply loaded with 
details. Every time I glance at this 
model, I catch something new that 
I’ve missed. On the cab roof note the 
vent located beside the air horn, while 
behind the skate-type antenna is an oil 
cooler piping system. The model sports 
the smooth passenger-style pilot that 
Wabash bought with hoses and grab 
irons covering the front end.
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Above: Missouri Pacific F7A 900 and another F7A 
work a freight at Austin, Texas, in June 1969. 
Compare the prototype details and decoration with 
Athearn’s HO effort and you’ll find everything seems 
in place and accurate. — Kevin EuDaly collection 

Below: This F7A includes a 36-inch dynamic brake 
fan and there are no steam generator details on the 
rear roof section. The handrails, grab irons, lift rings, 
and other f ine details are included in perfectly 
matched Jenks Blue.

	 Missouri Pacific (MP) 916 is an-
other late-era F7 delight from Athearn 
Genesis. This again shows an F-unit 
working in the later years of its career 
with simplified livery and detail/
feature modifications. The small 
“TP” located next to the red buzz saw 
Missouri Pacific Lines herald denotes 
this unit is a member of Texas & 
Pacific’s (T&P) roster (a subsidiary of 
MP). Texas & Pacific F7s first arrived 
in a splendid light blue and gray (as 
did MP units of the early diesel era). 
This model’s prototype was originally 
Texas & Pacific 1566 (delivered in 
August 1951), later renumbered 916 
(and retired in 1973). You’ll find Texas 
& Pacific’s roster included in Kevin 
EuDaly’s Missouri Pacific Diesel Power 
(1994, White River Productions). Just 
as Pevler Blue dipped many Wabash 
units, Jenks Blue was the hue of choice 
to dip MP and T&P power in the 
1960s.Athearn’s rendition of Jenks 
Blue looks accurate to my eyes and 
brings back memories of Missouri 
Pacific. You’ll note the repainting 
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Above and Right: This F7A started out in 1951 in 
Texas & Pacific dress and by the 1960s wore solid 
Jenks Blue and its T&P identification was down to 
the small “TP” sitting next to the MoPac buzz saw 
on the unit’s side. As was done to most F-units by 
the 1960s, the skirting (extending down from the 
frame over the tanks between the trucks) was 
largely discarded; this model shows this appearance 
well. While General Motors offered many interior 
colors for its automobiles, light green was standard 
issue for its EMD diesels. The grilles on the sides 
of this F7A are separate etched-metal sections and 
as you can see fit snugly and look great. Imagine 
drilling out a plastic F7 body shell to install all those 
grab irons and lift rings... with this well-appointed 
release these details are already in place.

process literally seems have been 
a dip in a vat of blue, as the truck 
sideframes and tanks also wear the 
color. Eye-catching details on this 
MP/T&P F7A release include spark 
arrestors capping the twin exhaust 
stacks on the roof, a large all-forward 
bell air horn cluster, and nail-type 
antenna on the roof. The front and 
rear include coupler cut levers (in 
Jenks Blue), air hoses, and a train line 
hose. Like the N&W F7 reviewed, an 
MU receptacle resides on the front 
somewhat spoiling the famous look of 
this EMD nose profile but providing 
an important option necessary for 
running these veteran F-units in 
multiple unit consists (you’ll note the 
location differs on the nose between 
these two roads, as per prototype). 
This MP/T&P F7 includes elaborate 
windshield access additions with a 
foot ledge above the lead truck on the 
fireman’s side and grab irons up both 
sides of the nose. The truck sideframes 
on Athearn’s MP/T&P F-unit include 
a mix of slope, box, and Hyatt roller 
bearing, while Hyatt roller bearings 

are present on all axles of the N&W 
sample. The cab area is excellent 
with green interior section, black and 
silver framing of the windows with 
cab shade and wind deflector/review 
mirror details included. 
	 This pair, early samples on loan to 
MRN following the St. Louis RPM, 
would have been show stoppers not 
that many years ago... today they are 
standard Genesis issue and incredible 

models. This release, shipping in 
late September 2022, also includes 
Bessemer & Lake Erie, Erie Lackawa-
nna (EL), and Western Maryland, in 
addition to N&W and MP/T&P. The 
release includes individual A-units 
(EL releases include a single F7B) and 
sets offered with F7A/F7B or pairs 
of F7As. Check Athearn’s website 
or your hobby dealer for complete 
information and pricing. 
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Review HO

Most Wheels for the Money
Broadway Limited Paragon 4 Centipede in HO scale

Review by Tony Cook 

Broadway Limited Imports HO-scale
Baldwin Centipede diesel locomotive 
A-A set Union Pacific 1600A/1601A 
with DCC and sound
2510 

Broadway Limited Imports 
broadway-limited.com

Broadway Limited Imports’ (BLI) 
Baldwin DR-12-8-1500/2 diesel 
locomotive, better known to 

most as a “Centipede” for obvious 
reasons, is an incredible beast matching 
well its unique prototype. This 3,000-hp 
offering was introduced not long 
after the end of World War II with 
production concluding in mid-1948. 
Pennsylvania Railroad owned the larg-

est Centipede fleet (24 examples) with 
Seaboard Air Line tied with Nacionales 
de Mexico each operating 14. The other 
pair was intended to become Union 
Pacific (UP) 998-999, but the deal fell 
apart and those Centipedes became the 
blue with white Baldwin demonstrator 
pair (6000 A–B). 
	 Broadway Limited announced Union 
Pacific for a Centipede release some 
years ago and I eagerly awaited them, 
but they didn’t make that production. 
I was very happy to see UP back on 
the list for this recent release and 

Above: Broadway Limited Imports’ HO-scale Union 
Pacific Centipede is sold in a A-A set with two sets 
of road numbers offered (998/999 and 1600A/1601A).  
This may be the only mega diesel that Union Pacific 
didn’t add to its roster... though it nearly did own a 
pair. 

Below and Facing Page: This Union Pacif ic 
Centipede pair looks ready to tackle Sherman Hill 
and mix with Alco “Big Boy” steam locomotives in 
the mid-20th century years when big steam and 
early diesel shared North American rails. Like the 
prototype, not a l l  ax les are dr iven on BLI ’s 
Centipede with six axles geared on the center 
trucks. Ignore the “Paragon 2” label that appears 
on the truck base; these are Paragon 4 equipped.
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Below:  These Broadway L imi ted HO -sca le 
Centipede models can operate on railroads with 
curves offering 22-inch or wider radius. I tested this 
pair on 24-inch radius and while they still look a bit 
curious swinging their pilots out and away as they 
corner, they can do it. Be sure you have ample 
clearance along your right-of-way, in addition to the 
noted 22-inch curves.

again reserved a pair (from New 
York’s TrainWorld). Was this fantasy 
pair worth the wait? Yes! I have an 
early Paragon 2 run decorated for the 
blue demo pair and this UP pair is an 
excellent addition. 
	 The paint and decoration is top-notch 
with all colors looking authentic. The 
red striping and lettering is well done 
and the shield herald with wings on the 
nose looks great... even on this babyface 
Baldwin mug! I shared an image of 
these Centipedes when they arrived 
and had a friend comment that poor 
Baldwin couldn’t get this style nose 
right. Yes, this snout lacks the sleek 
appearance of Electro-Motive E- or 

F-units or the powerful stocky profile 
of Alco’s PA or FA, but it is still a classic 
early diesel look.
	 Broadway Limited provides two 
bags of user-applied parts with this 
release, including color-matched gray 
stirrup steps. Additionally, you can 
remove the knuckle coupler from the 
ends of these Centipedes and install 
a drawbar connection. An illustrated 
guide walks you through the drawbar 
project. 
	 The pair operate fine and despite 
their length can navigate curves as 
tight as 22-inch radius. The front and 
rear pilots swing in a toy train fashion 
(though they are not far from the 

design of Baldwin’s prototype). While 
the plastic body shell and various 
separate details are painted, I noted 
the truck sideframes are molded in 
a gray plastic (if you’re after a more 
authentic appearance, a flat finish or 
dusting coat would tone down the 
plastic appearance). 
	 This is the most wheels you’re 
likely to ever get for the price on a 
locomotive model (this pair carries 
a $599.99 suggested retail price). 
There are more Centipedes crawling 
your way; watch for a review of BLI’s 
NdeM and Seaboard offerings with 
a view of the Paragon 4 innards in a 
future MRN.  
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Review HO

A new Hopper emerges out of the Shadows
Trenton Works 5250 from Prairie Shadows in HO

Review by Tony Cook 

Prairie Shadows Model Railway Co.
HO-scale
Trenton Works 5,250-cubic-foot hopper 
 
Norfolk Southern (ex-POOL) 850795 
PS8015B05-02 

Prairie Shadows 
prairieshadows.com

Above: Prairie Shadows Model Railway Co. boasts 
its soon-to-arrive Trenton Works three-bay center-
flow hopper is a first-time offering for HO scale. This 
Norfolk Southern (ex-POOL) example is a prepro-
duction model sent by the manufacturer in China for 
approval, and thus is subject to revisions and/or 
corrections. 

Below: Box collector alert! Do you have a sample 
of Prairie Shadows Model Railway Co. for your col-
lection? This HO centerflow is the first new-tooling 
effort to come from this company. Prairie Shadows 
will have no less than five versions of its 5250 hop-
per available in an assortment of prototypically 
accurate road names with multiple road numbers.A surprise for your MRN editors 

at the recent 2022 St. Louis Rail-
road Prototype Modelers Meet 

(stlrpm.com) was finding early samples 
on display from Prairie Shadows Model 
Railway Co. for its coming HO-scale 
three-bay centerflow hopper car model. 
The company has offered special run 
rolling stock before in HO and N. For 
example, InterMountain Railway pro-
duced its HO-scale 4750 hopper in road 
names that were exclusive to Prairie 
Shadows (as this issue went to press 
Prairie Shadows showed stock on some 
road numbers from this release). This 
centerflow covered hopper represents 
new tooling and is not an existing 
model from another maker with special 
decoration. 
	 Built by Trenton Works in Nova 

Scotia, Canada, in the mid-1990s, 
this covered hopper resembles the 
look made standard by American Car 
& Foundry in the mid-1960s for its 
centerflow series (in fact, there is a 
5250 in ACF’s catalog that predates this 
model’s prototype by 30 years). The fleet 
of more than 1,000 Trenton Works 5250s 
raised the cubic foot capacity by 500 
beyond the average of Canadian grain 
hauling hoppers when new in 1995. 
Canadian National owned a large fleet, 
you also found these hoppers lettered 
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Above and Right: This 5250 hopper is made of a 
plastic body shell with numerous separately applied 
detail parts. Note the see-through roofwalks, excel-
lent brake and air detail, metal wheels, and metal 
knuckle couplers. This model retails for $49.99.

for Saskatchewan Wheat Pool (this is 
the scheme patched on this review’s 
Norfolk Southern model). As happens, 
these 5250s moved on to secondary 
owners, which include the mentioned 
U.S. Class 1 Norfolk Southern, and 
several others.
	 This is a fine effort by Prairie Shad-
ows Model Railway Co. and I hope we 
see more from them. The company’s 
website shows an N-scale cylindrical 
hopper planned to follow this HO 
5250. This review’s model is Prairie 
Shadows’ “Version 5” example... that’s 
right, five body variations are coming 
in this release with accurate outlet gates 
(Holden, Hylar, or Toggle-Lock), three 
brake styles (Ajax, Ellcon National, 
or Universal), and one of two truck 
sideframes (Barber S2 Sway or S2 
Straight Back) will be included on this 
release. The model weighs 5.6 ounces 
and couplers mated up fine with a 
Kadee height gauge. I want to thank 
Rob Gruber of Prairie Shadows for 
allowing Model Railroad News to have 
this preview look at this interesting 
HO centerflow model. I’m planning to 
purchase a Canadian National example 
when the run arrives later this year. 
Visit Prairie Shadows online for more 
information. 
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Thundering Thru The Rockies
Broadway Limited Paragon 4 N-scale SD70ACe

Review N

Review by Justin Sobeck 
Model Photos by Shane T. Mason 

Broadway Limited Imports N-scale
SD70ACe diesel locomotive
with Paragon 4 
DCC and sound
 
Union Pacific 1989
Rio Grande Heritage  
7034 

Broadway Limited Imports 
broadway-limited.com

Of all six of the mid-2000s Union 
Pacific (UP) heritage scheme 
SD70ACe diesel locomotives, 

1989 in its inspired Rio Grande livery 
was always a favorite. And I’ve had 
a strange habit of running into it 
randomly over the years — a 2008 visit 
to Pueblo, Colo. — it was there, same 
for another 2011 visit. My attraction to 
this engine stems from what first got 
me interested in railroading – a video 
that my parents bought during a 1981 

trip to the Durango & Silverton from 
when the engines were still lettered 
Rio Grande, and a book that had a side 
elevation of a K-36 steam locomotive 
with the flying Rio Grande lettering on 
the tender. I guess it’s only natural that 
this particular affinity for Rio Grande 
was passed on to my son Jax — in 2016 
the 1989 showed up often on Union 
Pacific’s Jefferson City Subdivision 
through Pacific, Mo. — and was even 
set out for a weekend of display in 
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Below: BLI’s decoration includes warning labels on 
the hood and sill; also note the red highlights at the 
fuel filler location on the center of the tank between 
the trucks.

Above: Union Pacif ic 1989 decked out in Rio 
Grande heritage paint leads train MNYRO on former 
Rio Grande rails in Utah on October 22, 2006. 
— James Belmont photo

Facing Page: This Rio Grande heritage N-scale 
SD70ACe is among a wide variety of special paint 
schemes included in Broadway Limited Imports’ 
latest production, which adds Paragon 4 features.
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Below: The 1:1 locomotives obviously never en-
joyed meeting in person, but 1:160 can rectify this 
and they look great together. Rio Grande 6011 is a 
past Broadway Limited Alco PA-1 decorated in the 
road’s four-stripe livery, a classic paint scheme 
which helped serve for Union Pacific’s heritage 
scheme 1989.

Above: Union Pacific selected its SD70ACe as the 
canvas for its collection of heritage decorations. In 
this 2022 release with Paragon 4 enhanced elec-
tronics, Broadway Limited Imports includes this Rio 
Grande heritage fleet member along with Chicago 
& North Western, Missouri-Kansas-Texas, Missouri 
Pacific, Southern Pacific, and Western Pacific units. 
These are only a portion of the special liveries re-
produced by BLI in this release; check with your 
hobby dealer for more information. This ready-to-run 
N-scale SD70ACe diesel locomotive model retails 
for $279.99.

September of that year for a community 
event. Sadly, UP has since disconnected 
the house track, so no more visiting 
Heritage units for us.

The Prototype
	 I wrote about this SD70ACe in my 
review of Broadway Limited Imports’ 
(BLI) previous Paragon 3 model in 
Model Railroad News’ May 2020 edi-
tion, so I’ll summarize the prototype 
and UP fleet information here. As the 
next step in Electro-Motive Division’s 
(EMD) SD70 Series, the ACe was 
the embodiment of lessons learned 
from SD80, SD90, and SD90/43MAC 
platforms, which had limited success 
with few buyers. The goal was to create 

a locomotive equally suited for unit 
train, manifest, or intermodal service. 
This versatility appeals to many users, 
who have deployed locomotives in 
a host of services, and even at the 
head of special passenger or business 
trains since 2004. A total of 2,091 of 
the six-axle, 4,300-hp SD70Ace were 
constructed by EMD through 2015, 
with Progress Rail assuming later 
production. While successful at Tier 
2 emission levels, the failure of the 
EMD 16-cylinder 710-G3-2 stroke 
prime mover to meet the EPA’s Tier 4 
emissions regulations ended produc-
tion, and there is now a SD70ACe-T4 
compliant model offered by Progress 
Rail. 
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released for service and has been seen 
all over UP’s system, including as the 
helper on the Denver Post’s “Cheyenne 
Frontier Days” rodeo special behind 
steam locomotive 844 in 2016, and 
more recently behind Big Boy 4014 
and SD70M 4015 in 2021. After many 
years of use, the original paint on the 
fleet of heritage units was getting worn 
and weathered, and Union Pacific sent 
them to National Railway & Equipment 
in Mt. Vernon, Ill., for repainting in 
2017. The need for cosmetic attention 
was especially evident with UP 1989, 
as it was sporting a dark gray plow for 
most of 2016.

The Model – Paragon 4 Upgrade
	 The biggest change from Broadway 
Limited Imports with this run is under 
the hood — with an upgraded Paragon 
4 dual-mode sound and Digital Com-
mand Control (DCC) decoder installed 
on all units. Broadway Limited Imports’ 
well-proportioned and hefty N-scale 

SD70ACe model, introduced in 2019, 
remains sharp looking. An oversized, 
friction-fit jewel case with foam safely 
ensconces the model, with dense foam 
planks behind the handrails to help 
keep their shape, and a non-stick sheet 
of clear plastic keeping the details from 
hanging up on the foam. 
	 Appropriately placed warning labels 
around the engine are legible under 
magnification, and the correct K5LLA 
horn is placed with four bells forward 
and one to the rear — providing the 
distinctive horn that Nathan developed 
for these units. Separately applied MU 
hoses and coupler cut levers enhance 
the pilots, and sunshades and the light 
gray GPS and Qualcomm transmitters 
on the cab roof are well done. Couplers 
are a Micro-Trains compatible magnetic 
knuckle coupler, and the height was 
found to be satisfactory on this sample. 
	 The color selection on UP 1989 
looks spot on when compared to my 
recollection and clean photos of the 

Above: Union Pacific 1989 and 1996 (Southern 
Pacific heritage) bracket a pair of streamlined pas-
senger cars on an Operation Lifesaver run (train 
SSCSC 28) at Jordan Narrows, Utah, on October 
28, 2006. — James Belmont photo

	 Union Pacific was the second railroad 
to purchase SD70ACe locomotives 
(CSX was the first) and owned the 
largest number of them (just shy of 700 
units), including the first
 with just shy of 700 units, including 
the first to be preserved — UP 4141 
at the George H.W. Bush Presidential 
Library and Museum in Texas, after 
it led the late president’s funeral 
train in December 2018. Union Pacific 
1989 was built in August 2006, from 
order 20056723 (serial/frame number 
20056723-98) as part of a large order of 
SD70ACes and was intended to have 
been road number 8521. It was sent 
to the Horicon, Wis., paint facilities of 
Wisconsin & Southern where it was 
painted and then wrapped for a reveal 
in Denver, Colo., in June 2006. It was 
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unit — and the Grande Gold really 
pops against the shell gray and black 
found elsewhere on the unit, and then 
tied together with the silver trucks and 
underbody. The overall matte finish 
looks good and is ready to operate in 
clean condition or provides a good 
base for weathering. Advertised with 
a die-cast chassis, precision drive train, 
and integral decoder with back EMF 
(electromotive force) for enhanced low 
speed performance, the 1:160 reproduc-
tion tips the scales at 3.6 ounces. Our 
SD70ACe was at home with 25 cars 
on our undulating Kato Unitrack test 
loop, and also performed well with 40 
cars on a T-Trak layout. All cars were 
weighted within tolerance of NMRA 
specifications and had metal wheelsets. 
All six wheelsets of the unit passed the 
NMRA Mark IV standards gauge for 
flange placement.
	 Hitting the DCC test track, it was 
easy to reprogram the engines away 
from the 03 default setting and to the 

respective cab numbers. Broadway 
Limited includes a small information 
sheet in the case, but also includes 
instructions to download a more 
thorough PDF instruction sheet. A 
quick test on DC confirmed that while 
it does indeed work fine after the 
address change, DCC is where it’s at 
with these factory-equipped Paragon 4 
locomotives. 
	 In DCC mode, the startup sequence 
includes ballast crunching, a door 
closing, priming of the engine, and 
start-up. The horn and bell volume 
were adequate at the factory settings 
for our tastes. Throttle response was 
sluggish at first but improved over 
time as the unit ran. Current pickup 
seems enhanced on this SD70ACe 
compared to past BLI products I’ve 
had, perhaps due to improved pickup, 
truck suspension design, and better 
decoder capacitor “keep alive” technol-
ogy and utilization. I ran this Paragon 
4 unit side by side with a previously 

Below: Broadway Limited Imports includes LED 
lighting on its SD70ACe model, along with a drive 
mechanism equipped with twin flywheels and elec-
tronics providing Back EMF. The black wire on the 
circuit board is the antenna to transmit sound infor-
mation to a separately sold Rolling Thunder unit.

Below: The model’s die-cast chassis provides 
solid weight distribution from tip to tail on this 
N-scale SD70ACe. The open grate on the fuel tank 
bottom is the location for the speaker. The model 
comes with body-mounted knuckle couplers, and 
features all-wheel electrical pickup and drive.

EMD SD70ACe
Broadway Limited Imports

HO 1:87 • Type: Diesel Locomotive 

By-The-Numbers

Pull Power (Ounces at Full Slip)

Broadway Limited Imports 
Paragon 4

Throttle Setting			   Scale MPH
Min				    6
Mid				    76
Top				    183

Pull	 ÷	 Loco Wt	 =	 Efficiency 
0.5	 3.6	 13.8%

Motor				    66.5
Motor and Sound			   79.9

Audio (Average Decibels)
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released Paragon 3 SD70ACe and the 
performance was comparable enough 
that no exception was taken, and they 
behaved fine together when consisted.
	 BLI cites a few Paragon 4 upgrade 
benefits on its website, and they were 
readily apparent in UP 1989 — improved 
capacitance is the biggest aid in the 
performance of the locomotive, up to 
three times the ability of a Paragon 3 
through different hardware on the board. 
Sound-equipped engines require stable 
continuity or adequate capacitance to 
navigate any power distribution issues in 
trackwork, and this additional capacity is 
helpful! Switcher and Pro Mode lighting 
allow for additional fidelity of these 
functions, where applicable, on BLI’s 
Paragon 4 units, granting enhanced slow 
speed operation and independent opera-
tion of auxiliary lighting features. In the 
past, to attain better performance out of 
older version Paragon releases, I used an 
extended break-in period to clean and 
reduce the chemical blackening residue 
off the tread of the wheels, and added a 
small amount of No-Ox to each wheelset 

journal to enhance pickup capability and 
overall performance — this negated any 
previous issues those units had with 
dead spots. I’m happy to report that this 
same level of effort is not required with 
any of the Paragon 4 units. For users of 
BLI’s “Rolling Thunder” sound ampli-
fication system, these units also have a 
wireless antenna, required to transmit 
signal to the receiver. The headlight and 
ditch light brightness issue I cited with 
the previous release of Paragon 3 units 
is also better this time around; perhaps 
the light tube placement was enhanced.
	 The class of 2022 from BLI with 
Paragon 4 DCC-sound offers standard 
livery BNSF; Norfolk Southern (NS); 
Quebec, North Shore & Labrador; and 
Union Pacific with two road numbers 
per road name. Special paint SD70ACe 
offerings include UP heritage Chicago 
& North Western, Missouri-Kansas-
Texas, Missouri Pacific, Rio Grande, 
Southern Pacific, and Western Pacific. NS 
heritage collectors will find Delaware, 
Lackawanna & Western and Wabash in 
this release, and Canadian National’s 
recent Grand Trunk Western heritage 
is included by BLI. Montana Rail Link’s 
Veterans Tribute and Essential Workers 

Tribute are available; UP’s “Powered 
By Our People” and “Spirit of the 
Union Pacific” are included in the re-
lease, and the KCS Veterans Day Salute 
unit is back. As these P3 and P4 releases 
have landed close together, be aware 
of stock numbering when searching 
for these models, the 2022- issued 
Paragon 4 SD70ACe models appear 
to share 7000-series stock numbering 
(7020 through 7041). 

Above: Union Pacific 1989 leads a pack of General 
Electrics on a train at Kyune, Utah, on August 9, 
2009.  — James Belmont photo

Find Out More

No-Ox was mentioned in this review and it is 
the subject of much discussion by model rail-
roading enthusiasts. You can check “Ron’s 
Trains N Things” channel on YouTube and see 
Ron Marsh’s experience with this product. Ron 
shows how he applies it to track and filmed a 
follow-up video a year later with comments on 
how No-Ox worked for him.
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Review by Justin Sobeck
Model Photos by Shane T. Mason 

Centralia Car Shops released by 
InterMountain Railway Co. N-scale

Eastern Diner Car 
New York Central 446 (1946 scheme) 
CCS7011-04
 
Western Diner Car 
Southern Pacific 10206 (Sunset scheme) 
CCS7053-01
 
Western Diner Car 
Canadian National 1346 
CCS7058-04
 
InterMountain Railway Co. 
intermountain-railway.com

Diners East, West, and Canadian
Centralia Car Shops from InterMountain Railway

Review N

Above: This series of N-scale smooth-side dining 
car models is part of a collection of passenger car 
styles in the Centralia Car Shops catalog. These 
assembled reproduct ions are d ist r ibuted by 
InterMountain Railway Co., retail for $59.95, and 
come in multiple body styles and many road names.

A recent delivery from Inter-
Mountain Railway Co. is a 
new production of N-scale 

dining car models marketed under 
the Centralia Car Shops (CCS) brand. 
The road name variety is wide and 
there are multiple styles to the car 
sides (window placement and door 
access point). This review will share 
a trio of examples covering both ends 
of the U.S. and Canada.

	 The focal point of many roads’ 
passenger service was their dining 
car – and Centralia Car Shops’ recent 
release of Eastern- and Western-plan 
dining cars covers what was the last 
great re-equipping that many flagship 
trains received in the postwar years, 
prior to the end of private service and 
the formation of Amtrak.
	 The Eastern-plan car is based on a 
New York Central (NYC) series-440 
built both by Pullman-Standard and 
Budd that possessed 48 seats and the 
unique half-vestibule on the dining 
room end. For dining cars in the late 
1940s and early 1950s, 36 to 48 seats 
in any combination of table or booth 
seating were common, and many 
carriers adjusted interiors of their cars 
with regional themes to better comple-
ment routes and cuisine offerings. On 
longer-distance, multiple-night West-
ern trains, more pantry and kitchen 
space were necessary because of the 
duration of the trip, which is apparent 
in the Southern Pacific (SP) plan, on 
which the Western-plan car model 
was based. Additionally, underbody 
skirting was a fad for a while, but 
fell to the wayside when it impaired 

access to undercarriage maintenance 
items or caused a clearance concern 
(looking at you NYC with third rail 
for electrics and tight curves).
	 NYC 446 was part of lot 7547, built 
by Pullman in 1948 to plan 2188 
and was one of seven cars. The 446 
was retired in June 1966; I found no 
disposition reference, so I am presum-
ing it was scrapped. Sister car 444 was 
sold to Ringling Bros. & Barnum and 
Bailey Circus, while 442 and 445 were 
listed as being sold to Edwards, a 
railcar brokerage firm, and 445 ended 
up in service on Mexico’s NdeM in 
the 1970s. This model follows this 
NYC prototype and looks stunning 
in two-tone gray with silver trim.
	 Canadian National (CN) 1346 was 
built in 1954 by Pullman-Standard as 
a 32-seat diner-lounge; the 1337–1350 
series cars were later reconfigured 
to 40-seat dining room capacity. The 
kitchen appliances were a combina-
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Above: This series of dining cars shares various 
components, but also features side, roof, and skirt-
ing variations. This New York Central example, 
decked out in a 1946 two-tone gray livery, is the 
Eastern-plan version of this model.

Below: Nothing can be more frustrating than a sleek passenger train that has to operate on “slow orders” 
due to performance issues of long passenger car models. No worries with these Centralia Car Shops 
N-scale dining car replicas from InterMountain Railway Co.; they run as well as they look, thanks to 
InterMountain Railway-made metal wheelsets. The coupler arm can be adjusted (see the small screw at 
the base of the armature) and this allows space between the cars to be customized for your needs. 

Above: The kitchen access door varies in this re-
lease. Notice the window pattern and the inclusion 
of an access door for the kitchen area on both sides 
of this New York Central offering. New York Central’s 
two-tone gray looks great on this smooth-side body.

tion of electric and pressed wood 
fired, later retrofitted for propane 
once safety canisters were found to 
be suitable for use under the car. 
These cars were built late enough in 
the passenger service game that CN 
was able to institute features that 
would attract and retain customers 
enjoying tasty cuisine while traveling 
through beautiful scenery — the roast 
prime rib of beef was a CN signature 
entree. This car, aside from not having 
full skirts, makes a very reasonable 
stand-in for this series in CN’s later 
light gray and black scheme.

	 Southern Pacific 10206 was built in 
1949 and originally named “Golden 
Chalice” for use on the jointly oper-
ated (with Rock Island) Golden State 
train from Chicago to Los Angeles. It 
would have originally been delivered 
in the bright orange and silver Golden 
State scheme before getting SP’s 
later general service “tomato stripe” 
scheme. Sister car “Golden Trencher” 
has been restored and is on display 
at the Mendota Depot Museum in 
Mendota, Ill., in Golden State colors. 
These SP dining cars lasted into 
service with Amtrak.

	 On to the details, Centralia Car 
Shops’ fine line of models is based 
around the American Limited core 
kit that initially allowed modelers to 
have end sheets, roof, and underbody 
on which a variety of unique sides 
could be affixed; this approach lends 
itself to having multiple varieties of a 
car with regionally correct attributes. 
The Eastern dining cars don’t have 
full skirts, while the Western dining 
cars have a steam vapor air condition-
ing access hatch on the roof, along 
with different kitchen exhausts and 
vents for each respective style. The 
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Above: Well-built and good-looking, these Centralia 
Car Shops N-scale dining car models are excellent 
additions to your postwar era passenger service 
needs. The cars couple close together, and come with 
knuckle couplers and smooth-rolling metal wheels.

assembled models come packaged in 
a clear plastic nest that slides inside a 
durable cardboard box.
	 The window details are most ap-
parent on the CN car, where the 
aluminum thermopane window 
frames are highlighted in silver 
against the black stripe on the window 
band area, and all three cars have a 
strip of shade material visible in the 
top of the windows. The interior of 
the cars is molded in a neutral beige 
color, which can be painted in the 
interior color scheme if additional de-
tailing is desired — highlighting white 
tabletops and darker chairs would 
really make these pop thanks to the 
factory-installed interior lighting. CCS 
offers these cars with battery-powered 
interior lighting, and a magnetic wand 
is included to operate the reed switch 
at the “A” or non-vestibule end of 
the cars. Two of the three samples lit 
without issue, while one appeared 
to have a failed battery. CCS offers 
detailed instructions for changing out 
the battery if your car is not lighting 
up.

	 The cars roll on Micro Trains 1017 
inside swing hanger trucks with 
InterMountain Railway’s 36-inch 
fine-profile metal wheelsets (all passed 
the NMRA Mark IV gauge). Coupler 
height was acceptable on all three 
models, and they tip the scale at 1.6 
ounces each. There is an adjustment 
slide and screw on each truck and 
coupler box that allows for optimal 
settings based on your layout curva-
ture and to make use of the operating 
diaphragms on the end of each car 
(this feature is based on the American 
Limited kit design). Separately applied 
wire grab irons are found on the roof 
for car cleaners, ladders, car corners, 
end sheets, service, and vestibule 
doors, as well as etched steps on the 
Eastern car. Underbody details are 
more visible on the Eastern version, 
but are also present on the skirted 
Western car, and include propane 
bottle and battery boxes, water tank, 
amplidyne for DC electrical supply, air 
conditioning, air brakes, and reservoir 
tanks, as well as other mechanical 
refrigeration and storage boxes.

	 Centralia Car Shops offers these 
models in a host of roads and various 
era schemes, often with two names 
or road numbers where applicable: 
Amtrak (Phase I), Baltimore & Ohio, 
Illinois Central, New York Central 
(20th Century Limited and postwar 
two-tone gray), Norfolk & Western 
(Tuscan Red), Pennsylvania Railroad 
(“Fleet of Modernism” and three-
stripe livery), and Union Pacific on 
the Eastern-plan dining car. Rounding 
out the release on the Western-plan 
dining car are Amtrak (Phase I), 
Burlington Northern (Cascade Green 
with white “hockey stick”), Canadian 
National, Chicago & North Western, 
Great Northern (orange and green 

Above: Southern Pacific is especially well repre-
sented in this release of N-scale dining car models. 
This is the road’s general service appearance (la-
beled Sunset Limited by the manufacturer) with a 
silver finish all over the body and thin red “tomato 
stripe” running across the sides above the windows. 
There are three more SP offerings, which include 
an Overland two-tone gray, City of San Francisco/
Union Pacific pool Armour Yellow and gray, and 
Golden State red and silver. InterMountain Railway 
Co. distributes these $59.95 Centralia Car Shops 
dining car models. 
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Above: Canadian National 1365 appears in a con-
sist at Montreal, Quebec, Canada, on April 16, 1977. 
Note the silver frame around the windows and silver 
grab irons, replicated on this N-scale Centralia Car 
Shops dining car model. — John Bartley photo, 
Kevin EuDaly collection 

Above: This dining car release includes clear plas-
tic window material and a single-piece interior sec-
tion. The interior is molded in a beige hue and could 
be enhanced with the application of some careful 
paintwork. The model’s design includes adjustment 
for the couplers to allow optimal performance, and 
also optimal appearance of the separately applied 
vestibule details.

Below: These Centralia Car Shops N-scale dining 
car models are distributed by InterMountain Railway 
Co. The model comes in a two-piece clear plastic 
inner case with the black plastic wand provided in 
two pieces nestled in the inner tray. The assembled 
passenger car comes packaged in a cardboard box.

scheme and later era “Big Sky Blue”), 
Northern Pacific, and four different 
Southern Pacific schemes: Golden 
State, Overland two-tone gray, Sunset 
Limited general service silver with 
tomato stripe, and Union Pacific City 
of San Francisco pool. Check with 
your hobby dealer for stock on these 
N-scale dining car models. I don’t 
think there has ever been a better 
time to be an N-scale passenger train 
modeler! 
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Low-Slung with Lots of Hatches and Bays
Broadway Limited’s N-scale H32 Covered Hopper

Review N

Review by Justin Sobeck 
Model Photos by Shane T. Mason 

Broadway Limited Imports N-scale
H32 covered hopper two-pack
 
The Milwaukee Road (gray and yellow) 
7262 
 
Penn Central (gray and green) 
7257 

Broadway Limited Imports 
broadway-limited.com

This interesting prototype first 
entered Broadway Limited 
Imports’ (BLI) line in HO, and 

now Pennsylvania (PRR) and Penn 
Central fans can now enjoy this unique 
H32-class five-bay hopper car in N 
scale. It is based on Pennsylvania’s 
1948-built, 3,068-cubic-foot, plan H32 
five-bay car. The model rides on Ameri-
can Steel Foundries “Ride Control” 
type A-3 trucks, stands only 11 feet 7 
inches tall, and has a distinctive profile 
— different from the smaller Pennsy 
three-bay H30 previously released by 
Fox Valley Models, and different from 
about any other hopper car prototype. 

Above: This is a freight car that many enthusiasts 
may know (thanks to the widely available O-gauge 
reproductions), but might not have seen on the rails 
(as they were exclusive to Pennsy’s roster and 
largely out of regular interchange by the 1980s). 
Broadway Limited Imports brings this interesting 
H32 covered hopper to N scale with a large first 
release of prototype and fantasy paint schemes 
(sold in two-pack offerings).

Below and Facing Page Bottom: This five-bay 
covered hopper boasts 14 hatches for loading on its 
roof and five bays with 10 gates on its underside for 
unloading. The 3,050-cubic-foot-capacity hopper is 
shorter (like its prototype) than most covered hop-
pers that modelers are used to operating.

A 70-ton rated car, this fleet had various 
loading instructions for the density of 
the commodities being handled, which 
included cement, lime, sand, sodium 
nitrate, soda ash, and pulverized coal. 
This hopper car was owned and built 
by Pennsy with 300 examples in service 
by the early days of diesels and the end 
of steam in the 1950s. BLI satisfies the 
many PRR decorations with several of-
ferings and adds later era Penn Central 
and Conrail offerings. In addition, there 
is a range of fantasy paint schemes. The 
model is sold in pairs only (retailing 
for $54.99). This review examines BLI’s 
Penn Central release and a fantasy 
offering decorated for The Milwaukee 
Road.
	 Broadway Limited’s Penn Central 
set has one hopper car model in Jade 
Green (PC 884591) and one in gray (PC 
885554); these are prototypical cars with 
verifiable photos of fleet members that 
made it into these schemes. The cars 
have different styles of lettering and 
graphics for each livery, and the green 
car looks stunning with Penn Central 
spelled out in white and placed high 
across the hopper sides. These models 
are correct for later Penn Central era 
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Above: While some Pennsy prototype equipment 
made it to roads associated with the Eastern giant 
like Wabash or Norfolk & Western, these H32 hop-
pers remained in the PRR family. BLI moves beyond 
the prototypes and offers six railroads and two 
leaser decorations for its H32 covered hopper 
model in N scale.

(1970s) and early Conrail based on the 
2-69 and 6-72 service dates on the gray 
and green cars, respectively. 
	 The Milwaukee Road set looks 
exciting in later era yellow and gray 
billboard schemes without railroad 
herald or slogan. Road numbers 98773 
(gray) and 98776 (yellow) are presented 
as fantasy cars (labeled as such by 
BLI) but make nice stand-in cars in 
this representation. The dates on these 
Milwaukee Road hopper cars make 
them useful in the late 1960s through 
to the end of the road’s existence.
	 Broadway Limited’s model has some 
fantastic details including etched-metal 
brakeman platform, roofwalks between 
the 14 roof hatches, separate and free-
standing corner grab irons at the top of 
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Above: Pennsylvania Railroad built much of its 
rolling stock fleet and this uncommon looking five-
bay covered hopper is a great example of the road’s 
shop output. This is a 70-ton car with a bit more than 
3,000-cubic-foot capacity and shows off the look of 
early era specialized freight cars. Pennsy con-
structed 300 of its H32 covered hoppers beginning 
in 1948. By the mid-1960s, 100-ton cars became a 
North American railroading standard and these 
early attempts at something more than a boxcar or 
gondola to haul commodities became outmoded 
with their limited 70-ton capacity. This series did 
survive Pennsy and saw use in both the Penn 
Central and Conrail eras.

Below: The provided magnetic, operating knuckle 
couplers are body-mounted on these Broadway 
Limited Imports N-scale H32 covered hopper mod-
els. This is excellent for general operation and es-
pecially good for switching these long hoppers 
through turnouts. The cars roll on 33-inch metal 
wheels with friction-style plastic truck sideframes.

the ladders, free-standing brake pipe, 
hopper gate details, and the prototypes 
canted stirrup steps. BLI’s mid-profile 
33-inch metal wheelsets all passed 
the NMRA Mark IV gauge, and the 
models weigh in at .7 ounces each, a 
smidge light for NMRA specifications 
for a three-inch car. BLI utilized its 
own magnetic knuckle coupler for 
this body-mounted application, and 
they were spot on with respect to 
height. These are really neat cars and 
the fantasy schemes BLI selected are 
done in a bold and bright manner 
based on similar hopper cars of each 
owner or road, yet also have a Lionel 
or Menard’s feel to them (you’ll likely 
know this hopper as well from its O-
gauge incarnations that come in many 

colorful schemes).
	 The model  is  available from 
Broadway Limited Imports in no 
less than six different prototypical 
Pennsylvania Railroad schemes, and 
single sets decorated for Penn Central 
and Conrail. This covered hopper 
is available in fantasy schemes for 
Atlantic Sugar (with CGLX reporting 
marks), FMC Chemicals (with SHPX 
reporting marks), Chesapeake & Ohio, 
Canadian Pacific, Great Northern, The 
Milwaukee Road, Santa Fe, and Union 
Pacific. With the exception of BLI’s 
Pennsy pairs, every two-pack offering 
presents variety with the same road 
decorated in different looks (like The 
Milwaukee Road’s set with a yellow 
and gray hopper car). 



77MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — OCTOBER 2022

WRP
RA22 FB

Full-Page Ad

Get on board!
     Visit shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

FROM CLASSIC TO 
CONTEMPORARY

Railroads Illustrated Annual is packed with 
photography from coast to coast, including...

• Dash 2  Locomotives:  50 Years Strong
• Going Home: New England Railroading
•  Time Machine:  

West Virginia’s Durbin Rocket
• Scanner Talk Railroading
• Seasonal Day In North America

... and much more! Order your copy today!

Special Feature:

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

$29.95
Order item RA22

S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada, all others,
or for priority and express options,

call or email for rates



MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — OCTOBER 202278

Review O

Review by Tony Cook 

Lionel O-scale
86-foot high-cube boxcar 
Ford
2226350 

Lionel 
lionel.com

Innovative and Unique High Cube
from Lionel in O-scale 

Full transparency, I’m a big Ford 
enthusiast. There’s not a Thun-
derbird I don’t like (even that 

early 1980s Fox-platform generation), 
and don’t bring up Lincoln or I’ll talk 
your ear off about wishing I had a Mark 
V (see my review of Auto World’s 
S-scale replica in this edition), how I’m 
on the lookout for a good condition 
Mark LT pickup for railfanning needs, 
or even justifying the merits of the 
overdressed Ford Granada that was the 
infamous Lincoln Versailles. That said, 
when Lionel announced this one-of-
kind high-cube boxcar, I immediately 
reserved one. My interest in O-gauge is 
mostly collecting interesting offerings, 
though I do have a box of Lionel’s 3-rail 
O-gauge roadbed track and I do set 
this up and run some big toy trains. 
Lionel’s catalogs (thankfully available 
as digital downloads, so I don’t ruin 
them with drool) are always a treat to 
page through. As I write this high-cube 
review, the second volume of 2022’s 
“Big Book” catalog is just out.  Be sure 

Above: American Car & Foundry was there first, 
but didn’t stay in the game. As sometimes happens, 
ACF built a prototype high-cube boxcar in conjunc-
tion with Ford Motor Company and the railroads 
represented on this big orange car; however, other 
freight car builders answered the 1960s call for high 
cubes and ACF’s effort was this ACFX 101 only.

to go to Lionel’s website and take a 
look. I especially recommend checking 
out the coming O-gauge SD40T-2 
“Tunnel Motors” which will include a 
Western Pacific release... wow!

Ford’s Big Boxcar
	 The years after World War II saw a 
great many changes in North American 
railroading. The biggest move was 
the retirement of steam and adoption 
of diesel locomotives, but equally 
important was the evolution of and 
innovation in rolling stock. No longer 
was it okay for the general service 
40-foot sliding door boxcar to haul 
everything from raw grain to finished 
automobiles. Specialized freight cars 
boomed in the 1950s, and the develop-
ments refined themselves by the mid/
late 1960s into the freight cars that 
served out the second half of the 20th 
century and today.
	 In an effort to enhance movement 
of components used in automobile 
manufacture, Ford Motor Company 
put out a call for a large freight car 
that could serve to handle auto parts 
and the transport containers they 
planned to use in shipment. The 86-foot 
high-cube boxcar was the result. In the 
early 1960s this excess-height giant 
entered railroading and along with 
then-new long autoracks changed 
the way automobile transport was 
accomplished by railroads.

	 Ford worked with St. Louis-area 
based American Car & Foundry (ACF) 
and Wabash, Southern Pacific, and 
Louisville & Nashville on a prototype 
86-foot high cube that was ready for 
evaluation in 1963. ACFX 101 helped 
show this plan for a big boxcar was a 
winner, though ACF didn’t go on to 
build these cars. Other car builders 
assembled high cubes (in mostly 
this four-door configuration with a 
minority selection of eight doors in 
the mix) in the late 1970s. They remain 
somewhat common today and can be 
seen handling shipment of appliances.

Lionel’s Big Boxcar
	 If the mention of Lionel or O-gauge 
conjures up visions of toy trains and 
reproductions that take some liberties 
here and there with proportions, you 
may need to pay more attention to 
the manufacturer’s line. This 86-foot 
high-cube boxcar model is no “toy 
train” release. The only area I can flag 
as not being scale are the wheels and 
provided coupler (both can be modi-
fied to scale by the way). Lionel’s high 
cube reproduces Pullman-Standard’s 
four-door prototype. The exposed 
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Left: This is my second Lionel O-gauge 86-foot high 
cube. I bought a Wabash example from a previous 
run and this is indeed an impressive model. As 
delivered, the high cube has working metal couplers 
that pivot for operation around curves of O54 radius 
and wider. Parts are included to mount a pocket on 
the underframe and install a scale knuckle if desired. 
Note the famous blue Ford oval on the underframe 
that announces this off icially licensed product. 
There is a coming Ford boxcar in Lionel’s 2022 Big 
Book Volume II catalog that you can customize with 
a picture of your own favorite Ford. 

Above: Lionel utilizes its four-door Pullman-Standard high cube as a stand-in for the unique American 
Car & Foundry prototype. You are likely to never see this 86-foot excess-height boxcar reproduced in any 
scale. ACFX 101 debuted this auto parts hauling mega boxcar in the early 1960s. The bulk of 86-foot 
high-cube boxcars came from Greenville, Pullman-Standard, and Thrall. — American Car & Foundry 
photo, Kurt Stroer collection 

Larry Van Houten’s excellent article on this 
uncommon high cube is found in The Wabash 
Modeler’s Number 10 edition. Larry discusses 
this unique ACF prototype (with several pictures) 
and documents his build of an HO version of 
this car. You can obtain a copy of this and other 
publications from the Wabash Railroad Historical 
Society (wabashrhs.org) by sending an email to 
Robert McNeill at rimcneill@centurytel.net. 

Review Reference

posts running along the lower frame 
are spotting features of this builder’s 
high cubes. The plastic shell measures 
out accurately and includes separate 
ladders, end details (including cross-
over platform), and detailed door 
rods. The nearly two-foot-long model 
comes in Lionel’s familiar orange box 
with a two-piece inner tray securing 
the boxcar. With this model, Lionel 
supplies deep-flange metal wheels 
and working kinematic couplers. 
The coupler design allows the arm 
to extend around curves and then 
snug back up in straight sections for 
optimal appearance and performance. 
Included in the box, you’ll find plastic 
cushioned draft gear pockets. The 
underframe has openings ready to 
accept mounting screws to secure these 

replacement coupler pockets to the 
body. The truck sideframes are excel-
lent looking and scale-proportioned 
roller bearing examples that will accept 
scale wheels and axles. Swapping out 
the deep flanges for scale, and remov-
ing the provided talgo-style coupler 
and installing a scale knuckle in the 
provided extended draft gear, makes 
an easy conversion for this fine-looking 
replica into a scale O operational 
freight car or great display piece for 
your mantel or desk. Lionel’s paint 
application was perfect on this sample 
with even, smooth orange sharing the 
large canvas with silver on the roof 
and doors. Though this is not ACF’s 
high cube, the decoration does the job 
in creating this unique and important 
piece of railroading history.

Conclusion
	 If you’re like me and dabble in O 
mostly for the wow factor and to use 
for display, this is a gem of a release! 
The model carries a $99.99 suggested 
retail price. Lionel’s efforts at road 
names cover these giant auto parts 
haulers with looks from the 1960s with 
big heralds and billboard lettering, to 
contemporary and more conservative 
decoration (there are also some factory-
applied graffiti offerings). 
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Review Z

Railroading 220 Times Smaller Than Real Size
Sampling American Z Line’s Z-scale 

Review by Tony Cook 
Model Photos by Shane T. Mason 

American Z Line Z-scale
 
F7A diesel locomotive
Santa Fe 38C (red and silver) 
63001-8
 
American Z Line 
azl.com

Above: American Z Line has accomplished much 
to make Z scale (1:220) a viable and attractive size 
for enjoy model trains. The company’s product line 
includes locomotives, freight cars, and passenger 
equipment with options to satisfy a variety of eras. 

Many model train enthusi-
asts claim they don’t have 
enough space for a layout. 

Answering that challenge is the 
growing world of Z scale... models 
reproduced 220 times smaller than 
actual size. 
	 American Z Line is a major force in Z 
scale and seems to be always releasing 
something new for its catalog. A 

Below: This F-unit model possesses good propo-
tions and fine detail and is a great starting point for 
trying Z scale. Note the separate number boards 
and well-defined fans, exhaust stack, grilles, lou-
vers, sand hatch fillers, and tiny rivets. This F7A 
looks so good that the coin may seem like an over-
size novelty piece, but it’s a regular U.S. dime.
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Above: American Z Line’s F7A diesel locomotive 
model looks good when residing in the palm of your 
hand, but I was even more impressed viewing as-
sistant editor Shane Mason’s photos. I think you’ll 
agree that magnified views of this Z-scale F-unit will 
surprise and delight with the solid detail provided 
to this plastic body shell, excellent paintwork, and 
sharp lettering and striping.

Below: This release’s mechanism includes all-wheel 
gearing and electrical pickup. Two brass contact 
strips reside over the wheels to carry power from the 
rai ls up to the t iny dr ive motor. As-del ivered, 
American Z Line’s F7A includes its rear knuckle 
coupler attached to the truck, while the front pilot 
includes a stationary coupler. On the next page, you’ll 
see the alternative options for this arrangement.

quick glance down the company’s 
website listing for locomotives found 
around 20 prototypes included with 
both steam and diesel... and even a 
diesel hydraulic (Germany’s Krauss-
Maffei as a brass Z-scale offering) 
on the roster. From this review’s 
first-generation F-unit to today’s 
ES44AC GEVO, American Z Line 
covers many bases for motive power. 
The steam is especially intriguing 
in this tiny scale... Union Pacific’s 
“Big Boy” 4-8-8-4 steam locomotive 
and Southern Pacific’s AC-12 Cab 

Forward are among the line’s steam. 
The company’s rolling stock is a solid 
partner to its locomotives, with freight 
car selections that range from steam/
early diesel era to contemporary 
autoracks and coil cars. Passenger 
equipment includes heavyweight and 
streamlined cars, as well as Amtrak 
Superliners. 
	 American Z Line supports its line 
with an online forum that is well 
organized and easy to access from the 
hobby company’s main website. The 
forum includes “Knowledge Base” 
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Below: Included with this model, the buyer receives 
a replacement truck with coupler armature attach-
ment and a drawbar. The front pilot/coupler can be 
removed and the lead truck snaps off the mecha-
nism. In its place, you can snap in this truck with 
coupler and have a talgo-type coupler if desired on 
both ends of this locomotive. The plastic drawbar 
can be used in place of couplers between units.

Above and Right: Quite a bit is packed into the 
small space inside this Z-scale F7A diesel locomo-
tive model. The mechanism design employs a die-
cast metal spilt-frame housing with the motor 
snugly secured inside. The green circuit board fits 
on top of the chassis and includes an LED for head-
light illumination.

and “Labs” sections that will answer 
many newcomer questions regarding 
the line and this scale in general. 
	 My experience and exposure to Z 
scale is limited and this F7A was the 
first time I’d really inspected a piece of 
1:220 motive power. I could not resist 
disassembling this model to see its 
drive and electronics. I did not expect 
to be overly impressed. I see American 
Z Line offerings on a regular basis in 
product announcements provided to 
Model Railroad News. These all look 
appealing, but I did not appreciate 
the quality until I handled this Santa 
Fe F7A sample and a group of freight 
cars (which MRN will share in a future 
edition). The detail is excellent on the 
plastic F7 body shell and paint and 
lettering is comparable to better N and 
HO releases. If space is a concern or the 
allure of these tiny trains captures your 
fancy, American Z Line is a company to 
investigate. Whether to simply collect 
or to operate (imagine how much Z 
would fit on a typical 4 x 8 layout), 
there something to see in tiny Z. 
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Full-Page Ad
The HOn3 Annual 
is Built for You!

The HOn3 Annual 
is Built for You!

Pre-Publication Sale!
 Visit hon3annual.com
Pre-Publication Sale!
 Visit hon3annual.com

Attention Craftsmen Attention Craftsmen 
and Narrow Gauge and Narrow Gauge 

ModelersModelers

You don’t have to be into narrow gauge or even HOn3 to 
find a wealth of information and value in its pages. May-
be you’ve always suspected that the narrow gauge guys 
are having more fun, and you’d be right! The pages of the 
2022 HOn3 Annual are loaded with exciting layout tours, 
in-depth construction projects, and plenty of detailed 
prototype information, sure to keep your workbench full 
and your modeling fires stoked all year. Now in its 14th 
year, the HOn3 Annual is the only publication exclusively 
dedicated to HOn3 narrow gauge model railroading, but 
with something for everyone in each issue.

Pre-Order your copy today!

$25.00$25.00

ALL NEW FOR 2022! FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF

Geoff  Skunkard photo

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

Offer good through October 31, 2022
Regular price $29.95 plus shipping

Order item HO22

Plus FREE
shipping !
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Tues – Fri: 10-6
Saturday: 10-5
Sunday: 12-4

Closed Monday

HO, N, Z and Lionel Trains and Supplies

1809 NE Cesar Chavez Blvd • Portland, OR 97212

Great Prices !

1-888-Trains-5
For all your Model Train Needs

Since 1913

MB Klein

wwwwww..MMooddeellTTrraaiinnSSttuuffff..ccoomm

E-mail : signals @njinternational.com
PO Box 15341 - Clearwater, FL 33766 
NJ International  

PRODUCTS LISTING: www.njinternational.com 
ORDER AT: www.njisignals.com

SEARCHLIGHT TOWERS
HO SCALE

INJECTION-MOLDED
PLASTIC WITH METAL PARTS

QUAD LIGHT TOWER
#1973

$43.99

TWIN LIGHT TOWER
#1972
$39.99

PRODUCED AFTER 
A 5-YEAR HIATUS

ASSEMBLED IN THE U.S.
LIGHTED WITH LEDS 
WITH APPROPRIATE 

RESISTORS ATTACHED
SWIVELING LIGHT CANS

Athearn containers

Walthers SceneMaster series
adds all-new trailer in HO scale

HO — A welcome addition to its 
SceneMaster intermodal releases will 
be Walthers’ all-new open-deck flatbed 
trailer model. This HO release is based 
on 40-foot prototypes used from the 
1960s to contemporary times. The plastic 
model will include wood-grain detail on 
its deck, modeler-applied landing gear 
offered in up and down position with 

HO — There are six paint schemes 
coming from Athearn for its next 
production of 40-foot smooth-side 
container models: American President 
Line, American Mail Line (shown 
below), K Line, Mitsui OSK Lines 

hand crank detail, taillights, placard, 
license plate, and more. This HO 
flatbed trailer will come in two-packs 
retailing for $29.98 with undecorated 
(shown above), blue, yellow, and black 
(colored trailers will include reflective 
side accents).

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., 
800-487-2467; walthers.com

(shown above), SeaLand, and United 
States Line. The assembled HO 
container will come in a three-pack 
and lists for $41.99.

Athearn Trains, athearn.com

It’s about time!

Please visit our website and online store!
 (281) 251-5813

www.logicrailtech.cominfo@logicrailtech.com

LOGIC RAIL
TECHNOLOGIES

TM

FAST time, that is! 
Announcing the LCC Fast Clock!

  Two sizes: 0.8” (small) or 2.3" (large) digits
 Configurable 12/24 hour format, initial time, 
flashing colon & more

 Use JMRI PanelPro for advanced features 
such as time-based, on/off event triggering

 2 LCC bus jacks for connecting to other LCC 
devices; 2 ft. LCC cable included
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HIGH LEVEL
SWITCH STAND

AT DEALERS OR DIRECT
Add $5.75 handling per order
Il. residents add 8% sales tax

5 selectable end connectors and shim
Connector socket on both ends of slidebar
for selective mounting 
180 ° handle rotation turns targets 90° 
.025 "dia" rod for 8' high target 
Possible to operate targets from below the table

Model 204S has internal stainless steel springs for
machine overtravel and turnout point tension.

6 molded ABS targets supplied.
Decorate as you require

HO Scale with .190" travel
103R Rigid Stand...................$7.20

(Supply your own spring)
204S Spring Stand .................$7.55

8511 W. MOUND RD.
LENA, IL 61048-9697

CABOOSE INDUSTRIES
www.cabooseind.comwww.cabooseind.com

New run for intercity bus
in HO and N from Athearn

HO & N  — Athearn has a new 
release for its intercity bus model in 
HO and N scale planned for delivery 
during September 2023. There are 
seven looks coming in this production 
of fully assembled vehicle replicas 
(shown from top to bottom above): 
teal and cream, Fred Harvey Bus 

Chooch Enterprises pulpwood load
from Walthers

HO — Chooch Enterprises, now 
distributed by Walthers, will offer a 
pulpwood load (214-7264) designed to 
fit Walthers’ coming Mainline HO-scale 
Pullman-Standard bulkhead flatcar 

model (see page 32). The $14.98 load will 
be a highly detailed resin casting with 
factory finish simulating a wood load. 

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., 
800-487-2467; walthers.com

Line, Pacific Electric, Utah Parks 
Company, Band on Tour (“Cat & the 
Copy Cats”), bus for sale, and Band 
on Tour (“Voice of Choice”). The HO 
bus retails for $31.99 and the N-scale 
version lists for $29.99.

Athearn Trains, athearn.com
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Review S

Make a Mark on Your Pike
Auto World’s 1977 Lincoln Mark V in S scale

Direction: caption 

Review by Tony Cook

Auto World S-scale
Luxury Cruisers Premium Series 
1977 Lincoln Mark V 
 
Black 
AW64332B 
 
Blue Diamond Bright 
AW64332A 
 
Auto World from Round 2 
round2corp.com

Here’s an automobile category 
that doesn’t get enough at-
tention... the personal luxury 

car. Round 2’s Auto World brand 
recently debuted a new casting that 
brings Lincoln’s impressive Mark V 
to 1:64 (S scale) and what a welcome 
addition this sleek replica is for the car 
enthusiast and lucky S scaler.
	 For years, these two-door cars were 
plentiful in the North American market 
(and on rare occasion four-doors were 
offered). Every car builder had one or 
more vehicles to sell in this segment; 
even American Motors dressed up its 
Matador for a few years in the 1970s 
and played in the game. Ford can be 
credited with helping establish the 
personal luxury car with its mid-
1950s Thunderbird. Ford’s Lincoln 

Left and Below: Ford’s Lincoln-Mercury division 
was “the sign of the cat” in advertising of the era. 
This 1977–1979 Mark V was the longest (more than 
230 inches) version of this personal luxury automo-
bile ever built. The early Mark I sits in the back-
ground (below) as a then-new 1977 Mark V takes 
up the entire road and waits for its owner to select 
a crate of oranges. 

Above: Auto World’s first release for its 1:64 (S 
scale) Lincoln Mark V offers two prototypical hues 
(black shown on left and Blue Diamond Bright shown 
on right). These two die-cast metal vehicle models 
are labeled 1977 editions.  
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Above: While other vehicles were downsizing, Ford’s Lincoln division remained true in the 1970s with big 
cars. This fourth-generation Mark is a highlight of this era of “land yachts.” Black is a famous Ford color 
and every Lincoln looks sharp decked out in the basic hue. Auto World’s 1977 Lincoln Mark V wears black 
with white pin stripes and chrome accents as the real example did. Note the inclusion of cornering lamp 
and reflector ahead of the front wheel with rear red reflector present behind the rear wheel.

Right: The hood opens on this S-scale Lincoln Mark 
V vehicle model and reveals a detailed engine that 
includes Ford’s signature blue applied to select 
components. This big car came standard (except 
for California models) with a 400-cubic-inch V8 and 
the larger 460 V8 was an option. While these en-
gines sound impressive, emissions and economy 
concerns tamed this power to 179-hp (400 V8) and 
208 hp (460 V8).

and Continental names (which were 
not always one and the same) set 
another bar with the Mark series. The 
first Mark (shown in the background 
on the advertising image on the facing 
page) was out ahead of World War II; 
because of the conflict and the death of 
Edsel Ford, this concept wouldn’t see 
a second offering until the Mark II in 
the early 1950s. There is much to the 
history; a string of Marks followed the 
Mark II and, confusingly, saw branding 
with successive numbers, though this 
was swept aside and forgotten in the 
late 1960s with the coming of Lincoln’s 
Mark III. From here the generational 
cycle progressed with Mark IV in the 
early 1970s, followed by this sharp-
edged Mark V that served the line from 
1977 through 1979. A similar looking, 
though downsized, Mark VI came in 
1980 and the sleek aero styling Mark VII 
brought some “hot rod” back to Lincoln 
for the later era Marks that wrapped up 
around 2000 with the Mark VIII. The 
retro Thunderbird had a concept Mark 
X that Lincoln didn’t bring to buyers, 
but three-letter naming took a cue with 

“MK” leading in the labeling in recent 
years (MKX, MKZ, and even MKT... 
though sadly not offered in Deramus 
Red or Whitman Green with yellow). 
There was even a Mark LT pickup truck 
for a few years. Back to the late 1970s 
and this magnificent Mark V; this was 
as big as they got with a length just a 
tad shorter than the four-door Lincoln 
Continental of these same years. 
Lincoln lavished these Marks with a 
special “designer series” with exterior 
and interior treatments courtesy of 
famed fashion and style icons like 
Cartier (who supplied the clocks for all 

Lincolns), Gucci, and others. Despite its 
thirst (10 miles per gallon was doing 
well and you could carry 26 gallons in 
its tank), buyers ignored gas concerns 
and made this series a popular one with 
more than 80,000 sold in its debut year  
of 1977 (up from 56,000 copies of 1976’s 
Mark IV); the successor years for this 
generation remained above 70,000 for 
1978 and 1979. This Mark V could be 
yours in the late 1970s for a bit more 
than $10,000... with a well-appointed 
example pushing $15,000. 
	 Auto World’s die-cast 1:64 Mark V 
replica comes fully assembled and in-
cludes free-rolling rubber tires, plastic 
interior, and clear plastic window 
material. The tires include whitewalls  
riding on turbine-style hubs that 
are chrome with black center caps. 
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Above: These Auto World vehicles come with multi-
color Alabama license plates on front and rear. The 
front and rear detail is excellent (though you’ll need 
to conjure up your own hood ornament) with paint 
accents highlighting grille work, badging, taillights, 
and more. These Mark V models must not have 460s 
under their hoods (as that engine came with dual 
exhaust versus this model’s single tailpipe).

Below: Auto World’s vehicles come carded with 
attractive and colorful packaging. Given their mod-
est retail price of around $10, I opted to buy two 
each so I could keep a pair mint on their cards 
and have a pair to display on my desk. This is a 
new effort and one of many always arriving from 
Round 2’s many brands offered across many scales.

The metal body does an excellent job 
reproducing this mighty Lincoln with 
measurements for length and wheelbase 
matching the prototype well. The hood 
opens, and the fit is excellent with a 
very modest gap visible... in fact, I 
employed a hobby knife to ease in and 
lift the hood for the picture included 
with this review and I couldn’t get a 
fingernail in the opening. The paintwork 
accents bumpers, taillights, turn signals, 
cornering lamps, body side molding, 
and more. The Lincoln “star-cross” 
emblem is present on the opera window, 
script Continental is on the driver’s side 
headlight cover up front, and expanded 
out Continental rings the fake spare tire 
hump on the back. The only missing 
details I note are rearview mirrors, radio 
antenna, and hood ornament (though 
admittedly these would be very fragile 
even in 1:64). The interior (color matched 
on these samples) is plastic with seats, 
dash, and steering wheel. A second Auto 
World run provides a 1978 (nearly the 
same car) in black and gold editions. 
Those fortunate S-scale hobbyists get so 
many great automobile models! 
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Narrow Gauge
Modeling at its

Finest (and Most Fun!)

Narrow Gauge
Modeling at its

Finest (and Most Fun!)

 Visit on30annual.com Visit on30annual.com

New On30New On30
ModelingModeling
Ideas & Fun!Ideas & Fun!

 What a time to be a modeler, especially in On30! 
We’ve added even more value to the On30 Annual,On30 Annual, 
delivering amazing models, layouts, and building 
projects in O scale for 2022. 
 Now in its 17th year of providing modeling fun and 
accessible narrow gauge for everyone, here is just a 
sampling of things you’ll find in the all-new
2022 On30 AnnualOn30 Annual: 

$29.95$29.95

ALL NEW FOR 2022! FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF

 
Robert Goyvaents photo

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions

Order item ON22
S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada, 

all others, or for priority and  
express options, call or email for rates

  Home for a Modular!
  Build An EBT No. 11 2-6-2!
  Blue Sky: A Building Diorama!
  Adapting Military Figures!
  Expert Weathering!
  Dead Rail Charger!

  Mesa Rojo Layout!
  Tankcar Conversion!

  & Much, Much More!
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Walthers announces all-new
pole barn and sheds kit for N scale

WRP
Modeling Subs H2 

2022FC
Half-Page Ad

N — Walthers plans a fall delivery 
for an all-new structure kit set for its 
Cornerstone collection in N scale. The 
new Pole Barn & Sheds (933-3853) car-
ries a suggested retail price of $27.98 and 
provides plastic components molded in 
four colors that build a pole barn, large 

shed, medium shed, and small shed. 
The assembled scene (which shows 
figures, vehicle, and other items not 
included in the release) displays the 
four structures that are based on metal 
pole building styles in use from the 
1950s to the present. The buildings are 

typical of service and support facilities at 
railroad and other commercial concerns. 
The models include separate doors and 
windows, drain pipe, and other details. 

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc., 
800-487-2467; walthers.com

4 ISSUES$34/$42 
$47 CAN./$86 F.C.$62 INT./$126 F.C.

12 ISSUES$47/$75 
$67 CAN./$180 F.C.$72 INT./$264 F.C.

12 ISSUES$49/$78 
$69 CAN./$182 F.C.$74 INT./$266 F.C.

RMC
1933

MRN
1995

HOC
2017

6 ISSUES$40/$55 
$52 CAN./$107 F.C.$58 INT./$154 F.C.

6 ISSUES$42/$60 
$52 CAN./$107 F.C.$59 INT./$154 F.C.

NGSL
1975

OST
2002

SUBSCRIBE TODAY AT  s h o p.Wh ite R ive rPro d u ctio n s.com

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com
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Pola G-scale struture kits
available from Märklin/LGB

G — Märkl in/LGB now stocks 
Pola’s line of G-scale building kits 
and accessories. Modelers will find 
these offerings available from their 
LGB dealer in North America. The 
collection (produced by Faller in 
Germany) includes more than 85 
di f ferent  Pola  of fer ings  which 
include structures, add-on accesso-
ries, figures, and more. Among the 
items from Pola now offered via 
Märklin/LGB dealers are smoke 
generators to create a “burning 
building” and cement adhesive.

Märklin/LGB, 
800-321-8811; marklin.com

www.cmrtrain.com
Visit our website to see these and more kits from CMR

CMR KITS

CITY STATION
& CONCOURSE

CITY HALL

Laser-cut Building KitsLaser-cut Building Kits

NEW

HO & N

KITS

NEW

HO & N

SCALE
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Never Miss An Issue!
Subscribe Today:

shop.whiteriverproductions.com

Garbely begins railroad tugboat
book series

BOOK — The first volume in Gar-
bely Publishing’s comprehensive 
book series on railroad tugboats will 
document maritime operations of New 
York Harbor; Delaware River around 
Philadelphia and Wilmington, Del.; 
Hampton Roads, Sewell’s Point, and 
Little Creek near Norfolk, Va.; and 
Baltimore Harbor.
	 More than 75 diesel-powered tug-
boats operated in these regions. Diesel 
Railroad Tugboats, a new 8 1/2 x 11-inch 
hardcover book release from Garbley 

Publishing, will cover the tugs and 
their history (many saw service careers 
for multiple owners) with more than 
400 photos. The title will also feature 
blueprints, drawings, technical data, 
and a dedicated section covering 
railroad tugboat designs (including 
interior layout, construction methods, 
various engine propulsion, and more). 
	 Visit Garbely Publishing for more 
information and to order this new 
book due mid-November 2022.

Garbely Publishing, garbelypublishing.com

railroadbooks.biz
has 1,900+ new titles, all at discount

ORDERS: U.S. 800 554-7463
BUSINESS & INTERNATIONAL:

(+01)812 391-2664
SEND: $2.00 for paper booklistE-MAIL FOR FREE PDF LIST
PO Box 4, Bloomington, IN

47402-0004 U.S.A.www.railroadbooks.biz
railroadbooks@earthlink.net

NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE

DOMESTIC SHIPPING
FREE OVER $63.00
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Ron’s
Books

• Random Lighting Circuit
• Traffic Light Circuit

• Burning Fire Circuit and more!
• Custom Lighted Vehicles

Lighted Circuits For Your Layout

Eastcoastcircuits.com   Eastcoastcircuits@gmail.com

East Coast Circuits
Innovating Your Model Railroad Layout

P. O. Box 25412 • Providence, RI 02905

www.blairline.com

Keep your railroad running at its best with our 
Track Cleaner Freight Cars and Locomotives!

HO / N Scale - Made in the U.S.A.
www.StealthTrackCleaner.com   •   616-784-4104

GOT DIRTY TRACK?

State Tool & Die  Co.
4780 Briar Road •  Cleveland, OH  44135

T - 216.267.6030  •  E - orders@statetoolanddie.com

Come visit our website! www.statetoolanddie.com   

4780 Briar Road •  Cleveland, OH  44135
T - 216.267.6030  •  E - orders@statetoolanddie.com

Come visit our website! www.statetoolanddie.com   

S&H - $8.00 (per order)   |   8% Tax - OH Residents

Large Ingot Mold Car

CMA-735  •  HO Scale 
Price: $36.45 / 3 Pack

shop.whiteriverproductions.com

New Burlington Northern
and Chicago & North Western books 

from Four Ways West

BOOK — Four Ways West recently 
published two new hardcover rail-
road books. Gordon Brandvold’s 
Burlington Northern Prairie Rails is a  
color look at the road’s Midwestern 
section. The diverse motive power 
of a granger great is on display in 
Dean Freimund’s Chicago & North 
Western’s Many Faces.
	 Both 8-1/2 by 11-inch titles carry 

a $69.95 suggested retail price and 
feature a wealth of images mostly 
in color, as well as rosters and other 
pertinent data and information. 
	 Four Ways West offerings can be 
purchased direct from the publisher, 
and from hobby and book dealers.

Four Ways West Publications, 
fourwayswest.com

Ron’s Books NEVER a
Shipping
Charge
within 

the U.S.* 

wwwwww..rroonnssbbooookkss..ccoomm  
P.O. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 • ronsbooks@aol.com
(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR 

*$30.00 minimum order for free shipping. Under $30 add $5. Send $3 for latest list.
All orders U.S. funds only. NY &CT res. add sales tax. Print name, address and phone.
Credit card users add card number, CVC code & expiration date. Allow 4 weeks delivery.
All foreign orders sent airmail and billed accordingly. Checks payable to Ron’s Books.

Inquiries must include SASE. Prices subject to change. WE BUY COLLECTIONS.

A Penn Central Acquaintance Here and There in the NE in the 1970s  . . .50.75
Amtrak Thru the Rockies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.75
Backwoods RRs Branch Lines & Short Lines of Western Oregon - Revised Ed . .55.75
Browning Locomotive Cranes Vol 3 Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 46 . . . . . .35.00
Budd RDCs Vol 1 Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 45 . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00
Burlington Northern Prairie Rails Color Pictorial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65.75
Chesapeake & Ohio Color Portfolio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.75
Chicago & North Western’s Many Faces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65.75
Colorado & Southern Railway’s D&NO Route  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40.75
CSX Cabooses and Shoving Platforms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .59.75
CSX Power in Color Vol 5 Locomotives Acquired from Other Railroads  . .58.75
Davenport Locomotive Works Vol 1 Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 41  . . . . .35.00
Four Tracks Through the Mohawk Valley - NYC Albany - Buffalo  . . . . . . .85.50
General Motors Diesel Locomotives Vol 2 Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 47 35.00
Hoboken Shore RR - A Unique RR in a Prize Location of National Importance  .45.75
Hopewell Junction: A Railroader’s Town . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27.75
Ingersoll-Rand Locomotives Vol 2 Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 43  . . . . . . .35.00
Kansas City Southern Vol 1 Midwest Division  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .85.50
Lakewood Cars Industrial Cars & Factory Trucks Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 39  .35.00
My Other Car is a Pullman - Restoration Story of the Villa Real  . . . . . . . . .36.75
New York, Susquehanna & Western Vol 1 Jersey City to Passaic Junction  . . .40.75
Northwestern Pacific Railroad in Color Vol 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
One Hundred Ghosts An Exposition of Rural Grain Elevators Vol 1 . . . . . .92.50
Ontario Northland in Color Vol 2 Chevron Era  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
Passenger Trains of Texas Missouri Pacific  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .65.75
Penn Central MU Cars in Color  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
People Moving People The History of Via Rail Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75.50
Plymouth Locomotives Vol 2 Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 40 . . .35.00
Railfanning in the 1960s Best of Ed Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.75
Railroading Handbook  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26.75
Railroads of Port Jervis Vol 1 Erie RR & Predecessors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40.75
Railway Electrification Vol 3 GN & Milw Rd Mfrs’ Catalog Archive Book 48  . . . .35.00
Railway That Helped Win the Crimean War - Grand Crimean Central Railway  .45.75
Reading, Blue Mountain & Northern Color Portfolio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36.75
Sandy River & Rangeley Lakes Railroad & Predecessors Vol 7 Kingfield  .65.75
Soo Line Power in Color Vol 3 Modern Road Power  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
Southern Pacific 4-8-0 Locomotives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45.75
Southern Pacific & The KM Hydraulics 2nd Edition  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75.50
Southern Pacific’s Slim Princess - Arcadia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .23.50
St. Louis Car Company City Cars Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 42 . . . .35.00
Station Agent and the American Railroad Experience . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .26.75
Tempo: In Tune with the Times  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29.50
The Diesel That Did It- General Motor’s FT Locomotive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45.75
Trackside Around New England 1867-2020 with Plant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
Trackside Around Western New York 1995-2017 w/Zollitsch  . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
Train Stations of the World - Spectacular Metropolis to Provincial Towns  .36.75
Union Pacific First Subdivision Oregon Division Book 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .58.75
Virginian Railway: Demonstration Heavy Tonnage Hauling 
Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 44  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00
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FROM THE ARCHIVE by TONY COOK

Yellowbonnet turns 50Yellowbonnet turns 50

This edition of Model Railroad 
News provides reviews on LGB’s 
G-scale and American Z Line’s 

Z-scale F7A decorated for Santa Fe. 
This famous livery enjoys a 50th 
anniversary for a variant of its scheme 
this year. It was during summer 1972 
when Santa Fe introduced, or I should 
more accurately state, reintroduced 
its Warbonnet livery with a blue with 
yellow design officially dubbed by 
the railroad as “Yellowbonnet.” With 
the handing over of its passenger 
operations in 1971 to Amtrak, Santa 
Fe’s image was officially its blue 
with yellow (often called “bookends” 

livery) and the Warbonnet went 
largely out of use. Some red-and-silver 
F-units still carried the colors and pas-
senger F-units saw some curious and 
unique attempts to trade red and silver 
for blue and/or yellow. But the look 
that is arguably railroading’s most 
famous face appeared to be heading 
toward retirement. 
	 Luckily, the sweeping curves of the 
Warbonnet design made a comeback 
in 1972 and remained Santa Fe’s dress 
(in blue with yellow bonnet and large 
yellow road name) for the rest of the 
road’s independent existence. And in 
the 1990s, the road’s then-president 

Mike Haverty, appreciating the value 
of the look, brought back red and 
silver for SuperFleet equipment.
	 I got to debating during this issue’s 
production what HO models were first 
to replicate the Yellowbonnet. I credit 
Bachmann (GP40 and U36B shown 
above) and TYCO (F9A shown below) 
as arriving first, not long after the 1972 
debut of this livery. These releases 
were uncommon, with red-and-silver 
Santa Fe locomotive models remain-
ing plentiful from these and other 
companies. Do you remember your 
first Yellowbonnet locomotives? 

Above: There are at least a couple versions of 
TYCO’s F9A offered in this Yellowbonnet scheme 
in the early/mid-1970s. The red-and-silver look 
would far outnumber this Santa Fe F9 in TYCO’s 
catalog.

Above: The red-and-silver Bachmann GP40 and 
U36B counterparts decorated for Santa Fe are very 
easy to locate; however, these Yellowbonnet re-
leases from the early/mid-1970s are more challeng-
ing to find today.
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CALIFORNIA, SIERRA VISTA, November 5-6, 2022. 50th 
Anniversary Celebration Open House and Train Show 
at Cochise Western Model Railroad Association, 680 
Fort St. We have been providing rail service to Coch-
ise County on a reduced scale (N, HO, G) for half a 
century. See the latest progress on our model railroad. 
Join us in marking this important milestone for our club. 
Refreshments available, Free parking, Wheelchair ac-
cessible. Admission: Donations Accepted. Contact Ted 
Finkbohner at (510) 472-5130, or visit cwmra.org

COLORADO, PUEBLO, October 15-16, 2022. Rail Fair at 
the State Fairgrounds Model Train Show at Livestock 
Pavilion, 1001 Beulah Avenue. NEW LOCATION! En-
joy our train show featuring new and used model trains 
in all scales, operating model railroad layouts, vendor 
tables, instructional clinics, and more. Sponsored by 
Pueblo Model Railroad Association and Train Expo 
Colorado (TECO). Admission: $10.00 Per Person. 
Contact Jon Wickham at (303) 204-4304, or visit te-
coshow.org

FLORIDA, BOCA RATON, November 19-20, 2022. South 
Florida Railway Museum Train Show and Swap Meet 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, 701 W. Pal-
metto Park Road. Enjoy our train show and swap meet 
(Sat. only), and model railroad exhibit open house (Sat. 
and Sun.) at the South Florida Railway Museum locat-
ed in the old train station in nearby Deerfield Beach. 
See website for details. Admission: $8.00 Age 13 and 
up. Contact William Steffen at (561) 441-6952, or visit 
sfrm.org

ILLINOIS, ST. CHARLES, October 16, 2022. 31st Annual 
Chicago Railroadiana and Model Train Show at Kane 
County Fairgrounds, 525 S Randall Rd. Enjoy our show 
featuring railroad collectibles (and some model trains) 
for sale. Vintage keys, locks, lanterns, china, silver-
ware, timetables, photos and slides, books, and more. 
Free parking, Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $6, 
Tables $65 - Early Admission Available. Contact Russ 
Fierce at (847) 358-1185, or visit rrshows.com

IOWA, IOWA CITY, October 23, 2022. 2nd Annual Iowa 
City Train Show and Swap Meet at Johnson County 
Fairgrounds, Bldg. C, 4261 Oak Crest Hill Road South. 
Enjoy our train show featuring operating layouts in mul-
tiple scales, new and used model trains for sale, and 
more. Silent auction of three paintings by artist James 
Matuska. Presented by Hawkeye Model Railroad Club. 
Wheelchair accessible, Refreshments available. Ad-
mission: Adults: $5.00, Children (10 and under) FREE. 
Contact Tom Persoon at (319) 331-6922, or visit  
hawkeyemodelrrclub.com

MAINE, ALNA, October 7-10, 2022. WW&F Fall Volun-
teer Work Weekend at Wiscasset, Waterville & Farm-
ington Railway Museum, 97 Cross Road. Join vol-
unteers from around the country for our largest work 
session to rebuild the storied two-footers of Maine. All 
ages and abilities are welcome to help build and main-
tain the railroad. Come for an hour or all four days; 
meals provided to all volunteers as thanks. Admission: 
Free. Contact WW&FRM at (207) 882-4193, or visit  
wwfry.org/volunteer

MARYLAND, BOONSBORO, November 26, 2022. HMRRM 
Fall Train Sale at Washington County Ag Education 
Center, 7303 Sharpsburg Pike. Enjoy our train show 
featuring vendors selling model trains of all scales, 
along with railroad related collectibles including books, 
photos, dining car china, timetables, and more. Pre-
sented by Hagerstown Model Railroad Museum. 
Wheelchair accessible, Door prizes, Refreshments 
available, Free parking. Admission: $5.00 Per Person 
Age 13 and Up. Contact Joe Caha at (301) 180-0982, 
or visit antietamstation.com

MICHIGAN, LANSING, November 13, 2022. Lansing 
Model Railroad Club Show & Sale at Michigan State 
University Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane. Enjoy our train 
show featuring more than 500 vendor tables, operat-
ing model railroad displays, modeling demonstrations, 
and more. Wheelchair accessible, Refreshments 
available, Free parking. Admission: $6.00 Per Person. 
Contact Ron St. Laurent at (517) 256-3588, or visit  
lmrc.org/trainshow

MISSOURI, KIRKWOOD, October 8-9, 2022. 31st Annual 
Greater St. Louis Metro Area Train Show at Kirkwood 
Community Center, 111 S. Geyer Road. Enjoy our train 
show featuring model trains in all scales, operating lay-
outs, more than 100 vendor tables of model railroad 
items, and more. Presented by the Mississippi Valley 
N Scalers, LLC. Free parking. Admission: $7.00 Adults, 
Age 12 and under free. Contact David Johnson at (636) 
225-2405, or visit seetrains.com

NEW JERSEY, EAST RUTHERFORD, November 5, 2022.  
METCA/MYSME Train Show at St. Joseph's School 
Parish Hall, 120 Hoboken Road. Enjoy our train show 
featuring many vendors offering new and used mod-
el trains in all scales and gauges. Free parking, Door 
prizes, Refreshments available. Admission: $5.00 Per 
Person. Contact NYSME at (201) 939-9212, or visit 
modelengineers.org/shows

NEW MEXICO, ALBUQUERQUE, November 19-20, 2022. 
Rails Along the Rio Grande Model Train Show at 
Balloon Fiesta Park, Balloon Museum Drive. En-
joy operating layouts in all scales, vendors selling 
new and used model trains and accessories, and 
memorabilia. Presented by Rio Grande Division 6 
RMR NMRA. Admission: Adults $10.00, Under 12 
Free. Contact Al Hovey at (505) 459-8087, or visit  
sites.google.com/view/railsalongtheriogrande2022

NEW YORK, HAMBURG, November 19-20, 2022. 
WNYRHS Fall Train & Toy Show/WNY Division Meet 
at Fairgrounds Event Center, 5820 South Park Ave. 
Enjoy our train show featuring multiple operating lay-
outs in N, HO, S, and O, LEGO display and activity 
area, clinic presentations, and more than 350 vendor 
tables. Special joint event hosted by Western New 
York Railway Historical Society and WNY Division NFR 
NMRA. NMRA event. Admission: Adults $8.00, Age 12 
and under FREE. Contact Art Toale at (716) 837-1791, 
or visit trainweb.org/wnyrhs

NEW YORK, ROCHESTER, October 15-16, 22-23, 29-
30, 2022. Pumpkin Patch Train Rides at Roches-
ter & Genesee Valley Railroad Museum, 282 Rush 
Scottsville Rd. Ride aboard authentically restored 
vintage cabooses or open-air car pulled by a diesel 
to the Pumpkin Patch where every child will choose 
a pumpkin to take home. Enjoy self-guided tours of 
historic trains and our restoration shop, and an operat-
ing Lionel layout by the Flower City Tinplate Trackers. 
Don’t forget to visit the friendly petting zoo! Refresh-
ments available, Free parking. Admission: $20 Adults,  

$10 Youth (5-17) and Seniors (65+), Age 4 and Under 
FREE. Contact RGVRRM at (585) 533-1431, or visit  
RochesterTrainRides.com

NORTH CAROLINA, RALEIGH, November 5-6, 2022. Neu-
se River Valley Model Railroad Club Annual Show at 
North Carolina State Fairgrounds, Jim Graham Build-
ing, 4825 Trinity Road. The largest, longest running 
model train show in North Carolina. 95,000 sq. ft. of 
railroading with more than 300 vendor tables, multi-
ple layouts in six scales, featuring the largest, single 
entity, portable HO scale layout in the USA with 80+ 
car trains. Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, Re-
freshments available. Admission: $10.00 Two-Day 
Admission, Under 12 FREE with adult. Get $1.00 off 
coupon on club website. Contact George Lasley at  
(919) 757-4503, or visit nrvclub.net

OHIO, CAMBRIDGE, October 23, 2022. Fourth Annu-
al NMRA Division 6 Train Show at Pritchart Laugh-
lin Center, 7033 Glenn Hwy. Enjoy our train show 
featuring vendors selling new and used trains in all 
scales, operating trains, books, videos, collectibles, 
and more. Easy access from I-70 or I-77 in historic 
Cambridge. Presented by Division 6 MCR NMRA. Re-
freshments available, Free parking, Wheelchair acces-
sible, NMRA event. Admission: $5.00 Adults, Under 12 
Free. Contact Greg Smith at (740) 607-3223, or visit  
div6-mcr-nmra.org/trainshow.html

OHIO, WEST CHESTER, October 8-9, 2022. 54th Annual 
Cincinnati Model Train & Trade Show at Lakota West 
High School, 8940 Union Centre Blvd. Enjoy our show 
filled with model and toy trains of all scales, multiple 
operating model railroad displays, test track, and more 
than 200 vendor tables offering new and used model 
trains, books, apparel, and other railroad-related items. 
Refreshments available, NMRA event, Free parking, 
Door prizes, Wheelchair accessible. Admission: $8.00 
Adults; Under 12 and Scouts in uniform FREE with paid 
adult. Contact Joe Smith at (513) 662-7245, or visit  
bit.ly/2022-CincyTrainShow

PENNSYLVANIA, EASTON, October 2, 2022. 44th Annual 
Lehigh Valley Regional Train Show & Expo at Charles 
Chrin Community Center, 4100 Green Pond Road. En-
joy our train show featuring railroadiana, new and used 
model trains, books, slides, collectibles, and more. 
Enter our train set raffle. Sponsored by Lehigh Valley 
Chapter NRHS and Railroad Historians of the Lehigh 
Valley. NRHS event, Free Parking. Admission: $5.00 
Per Person. Contact Jim Rowland at (610) 737-3431, 
or visit lehighlines.org

PENNSYLVANIA, WALNUTPORT, November 6, 2022. Car-
bon Model Railroad Society Fall Train Meet at Dia-
mond Fire Co. Bingo Hall, 120 Main St. Enjoy our 
train show featuring new and used model trains in all 
scales and gauges for sale. Refreshments available, 
Free parking, Wheelchair accessible, Pre-registration 
required, Door prizes. Admission: $5.00 Per Person 
Age 12 and Up. Contact Garry Mack at (610) 826-
6636, or visit cmrs.info

TEXAS, FORT WORTH, October 14-15, 2022. Southwest O 
Scale Meet at Ft. Worth Academy, 7301 Dutch Branch 
Rd. Returning to Fort Worth this year! Event includes 
dealer tables, swap meet, main line and traction mod-
ular layouts, Friday evening BBQ dinner (extra fare), 
Saturday box lunch, and local layout tours. See web-
site for details. Door prizes, Free parking, Wheelchair 
accessible. Admission: $20.00 Per Person. Contact 
Michael Ross at (817) 366-0111, or visit oscalesw.com

WASHINGTON, SPOKANE, October 9, 2022. Spokane Fall 
Train Show at Spokane Fair & Expo Center, 404 N. Ha-
vana St. Enjoy our train show featuring more than 200 
tables of vendors selling new and used model trains 
and railroad collectibles. Operating model railroad dis-
plays including FreeMo, NTRAK, and more. Presented 
by River City Modelers. Wheelchair accessible, Free 
parking. Admission: $6.00. Contact Shirley Sample at 
(509) 991-2317, or visit rivercitymodelers.org 

Visit modelrailroadnews.com/timetable

TIMETABLE listings of railroad-related events 
are printed free of charge on a space-available 
basis. Notices submitted to our website at least 
90 days prior to event date will be considered 
for publication in the magazine. White River 
Productions is not responsible for errors in 
listings; please confirm details with event 
sponsor.
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 DEALER DIRECTORY DEALER DIRECTORY DEALER DIRECTORY

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!

Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.

MRN Dealer Directory • PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080

Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10 / MONTH!!!

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)
Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys

Full service Hobby Shop. N, HO, O, On30,
& G scale trains. Authorized Lionel, MTH,
& Digitrax dealer. Open Tue – Fri: 10-5, 

Sat: 10-5, &  Sun: 1-5.
www.oakmountainhobbies.com

2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980
ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station
DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,

Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.
Mon – Fri: 8:00-5:00, & Sat: 8:00-Noon.

Email: Sales@LitchfieldStation.com
Online Store: LitchfieldStation.com

1412 N Central Ave Ste D (623) 298-7355
CALIFORNIA, Bellflower

RailMaster Hobbies
Friendly Hobby Store!

We carry N, HO, HOn3, S, & Sn3. RailMaster,
Athearn, & more. DCC: Digitrax, Soundtraxx,
& Loksound dealer. Special Orders welcome!

www.railmasterhobbies.com
9812 Belmont St. (562) 867-5627

CALIFORNIA, Concord
Just Trains

Largest selection in the East Bay.
New and Preowned

Digitrax dealer • Detail parts in Multiple
Scales • Discount prices & friendly service

www.just-trains.com
5650 Imhoff Drive Ste. H (925) 685-6566

CALIFORNIA, Hemet
Dynamic Hobbies

We carry HO, N, Atlas, Fox Valley,
Kato, Walthers, Ross switches,

Gargraves, Peco, and much more.
45 foot long in-store layout!
Check us out on Facebook!

811 East Florida Ave. (951) 925-9331
CALIFORNIA, La Mesa (San Diego)

Reed’s Hobby Shop
Exclusively trains! Ride the trolley to

Reed’s. Craft kits, detail parts, Digitrax,
NCE, SoundTraxx dealer, scratch supplies,

& books. Open Mon – Sat: 10-6, & Sun: 12-4.
www.reeds-hobbies.com

8039 La Mesa Blvd. (619) 464-1672
CALIFORNIA, Napa

The Loose Caboose
Napa Valley’s premiere hobby shop!

Digitrax dealer, Trains, plastic models,
rockets, slot cars, Thomas the Tank

Engine, & more! Closed Monday. 
Tue – Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.

820A 3rd Street (707) 258-1222
CALIFORNIA, Pasadena

The Original Whistle Stop, Inc.
Model rail specialists since 1951.

All scales Z to G. Digitrax & NCE dealer.
Complete stock brass imports: new & used.

Books, structures, tools, & detail parts.
Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com

2490 E. Colorado Blvd. (626) 796-7791
CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,
Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.
Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com
119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, Westminster (Orange Co.)
Arnie’s Model Trains

Located adjacent to Milepost 38 Toy Trains.
Forms a 7000 sq. ft. super model/toy train

megacenter. Discount Prices.
Authorized Soundtraxx, TCS, & Digitrax dealer.

www.arniesmodeltrains.com
6452 Industry Way Ste. B (714) 893-1015

CALIFORNIA, Yuba City
The Western Depot

A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O, & O27 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.

www.westerndepot.com
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 (530) 673-6776

Taking a trip?
Bring MRN Along!

Check out the Dealer Directory.
Your map to local hobby shops!

CONNECTICUT, Cheshire
The Hobby Gallery II, LLC
Model Trains Exclusively in HO, N, & O Scale

Collections All Sizes • Bought and Sold
Large Inventory In Stock 

Custom Built Structures and Expert Repairs
Open Tuesday – Friday: 10am-4pm

856 S. Meriden Rd. (203) 879-2316
CONNECTICUT, Manchester

Time Machine Hobby, LLC
“Largest Hobby Shop in New England”

Carry scales N – O, MTH, Lionel, Märklin,
Walthers, & Digitrax dealer. Large operating

layouts. Sat – Wed: 10-6, Thu-Fri: 10-9.
www.timemachinehobby.com

71 Hilliard Street (860) 646-0610
DELAWARE, Ocean View

SeaSide Hobbies
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.

Lionel new & used... also Atlas, Bachmann,
& MTH! We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel

repairs. Large inventory of used HO. Open
Tue – Sat: 10am-4:30pm. Closed Sun & Mon.

15 Daisy Ave. (302) 539-1601
FLORIDA, Melbourne
TRF Trains & MnT Hobbies

The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.
Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!

Digitrax, Soundtraxx, Lionel, & Walthers Dealer.
Also Atlas, BWL, IM, Kato, LGB, MTL, & Piko.
Mon – Fri: 10-5; Sat: 10-4. www.trf-trains.com

2715 N. Harbor City Blvd. #10 & 11, U.S. 1 (321) 241-4997
FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)

H & R Trains & Toys, Inc.
The last decent place in FL not endorsed
by Mickey Mouse. Huge inventory in all
gauges. Great store, come see! Digitrax

dealer. Daily 10-6, & Sun: 11-5.
www.hrtrains.com

7900 49th Street N. (727) 526-4682
FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)

Zitnik Trains
2600 sq. ft. Showroom • Lionel & MTH dealer
New & Used: buy/sell • All gauges Z thru G
Over 6,000 Parts • Repair Service • Trains

Train sets • Track • Scenic Supplies 
Tue – Sat: 10-6 • www.zitniktrains.com

5193 73rd Ave. N. (727) 201-9668
FLORIDA, Port Orange (Daytona Beach)

Roundhouse South
Your Southern Connection for Quality

Products! Featuring O, HO, & N. Woodland
Scenics, MTH, MegaStation, & National Service
Center. Breyer Horses. Mon – Fri: 9:30am-5pm,
& Sat: 9:30am-4pm. www.roundhousesouth.com

4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. (386) 304-7003
FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad
Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com
Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.
3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill
Dana’s Railroad Supply
HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.
Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.
Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.
www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484
GEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models
Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.
Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com
Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600
GEORGIA, Riverdale

Riverdale Station Inc.
Atlanta’s favorite train store for over 35

years! Catering to the serious model
railroader. Quality kits, detail parts,

brass models, & Digitrax dealer. Open
Tue – Sat: 10-5:30. Fax (770) 907-4992

6632 Hwy. 85 (770) 991-6085
ILLINOIS, Marion

Chuck’s Depot
Full-Line Hobby Shop. HO, N, some
Z scale, locomotives & RTR, Digitrax 
dealer, scenery, plastic models, R/C,

tools, paints, & more.... 
Open Tue – Fri: 1:30-6:30pm, Sat: 10-4pm.

1913 W. Rendelman St. (618) 993-9179
ILLINOIS, Mundelein

Ron’s Mundelein Hobbies, Inc.
An Old Time Friendly Shop. Serving

Northeastern Illinois for over 35 years!
Digitrax dealer. Web: mundeleinhobbies.com

Tue – Fri: 10am-6pm, Sat: 9am-4pm,
& Sun: 11am-3pm. Fax: 847-949-8687
431 N. Lake Street (847) 949-8680

MASSACHUSETTS, Whitman
Norton Prototypes

Full line of model trains. Mostly HO.
Complete Athearn inventory. Full prototype

custom shop! Large inventory of custom
engines & freight cars. Largest inventory
Highball graphics & Micro Scale decals.
79 South Ave. Rte. 27 (508) 725-6710

MICHIGAN, Flint
Rider’s Hobby Shop of Flint

G (LGB, 1:20.3), O (Lionel, MTH), On30,
HO, & N. Locos, buildings, cars, figures,

kits, track, scenery supplies, details, books,
& repairs. Digitrax dealer. Visit: riders.com 

Mon – Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, Sun: 12-5
2061 S. Linden (810) 720-2500

MICHIGAN, Saginaw
Brasseur Electric Trains, Inc.

Trains & Accessories N to G
Authorized Digitrax, Lionel, & MTH dealer

sales & service. Pre/Post War
repairs – over 12,000 parts in stock

www.traindoctor.com
410 Court St. (989) 793-4753

MISSOURI, Chillicothe
PHSC Hobbies

Specializing in HO, N & Z Scale Model Trains.
We carry Atlas, Blackstone, Bluford Shops, BLI,

Digitrax, KATO, KADEE, MTL, PECO, Soundtraxx,
Walthers & more.

Store Hours M-F 11-4.
614 Washington St Suite 105 (660) 973-2799

MONTANA, Billings
Jim’s Junction

Model railroading headquarters for the
Northern Rockies. HO, HOn3, & N gauge.
Digitrax dealer, kits, parts, tools, & books.

Tue – Fri: 10-5:30, & Sat: 10-3. Closed Sun-Mon.
trains28@jimsjunction.com   www.jimsjunction.com

811 B 16th St. West (406) 259-5354
NEBRASKA, Deshler
Spring Creek Model Trains

Largest HO/N scales inventory from Denver
to Chicago. Stop in & say, WOW! All major

brands, DVDs, Digitrax dealer, & more!
Mon – Fri: 10-6. Weekend Hours vary... call
ahead! www.springcreekmodeltrains.com

304 E. Bryson Ave. (402) 365-7628
NEBRASKA, Omaha

House of Trains Inc.
One of the oldest and most experienced

stores around. We carry all Scales!
Huge Selection!

DCC and Digitrax dealer.
www.houseoftrains.com

8106 Maple St. (402) 934-7245
NEVADA, Las Vegas

HobbyTown USA
While in Las Vegas, check out our train
selection. Close to the Las Vegas strip.

DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Hours: Mon – Fri: 10am-7pm,

Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.
4590 W. Sahara, Ste. 103 (702) 889-9554

NEW JERSEY, Piscataway
The Model Railroad Shop

Since 1933 – HO, N, & O scales.
Fire Truck models, RR. books-repair-service,
& Digitrax dealer. Tue & Thu: 10:30am-6pm,

Wed & Fri: till 8pm. Sat till 5pm. Closed Sun & Mon.
www.themodelrailroadshop.com 
290 Vail Ave. (732) 968-5696

NEW JERSEY, Somerville
The Big Little Railroad Shop

Full line all scales N thru G. Specializing
in service. Digitrax dealer.

Tue-Wed: 11am-6:30pm, Thu-Fri: 11am-7pm,
Sat: 11am-5pm, & Sun: 12pm-4pm

www.biglittle.com jan@biglittle.com
63 W. Main St. (908) 685-8892

NEW JERSEY, Westmont
Sattler’s Hobby Shop

Atlas, Athearn, Broadway Ltd., Walthers,
structures, & books.

Exclusively trains since 1955.
HO and N.

14 Haddon Avenue (856) 854-7136
NEW YORK, Farmingdale

Sunrise Trail Hobbies
Celebrating a quarter century in business

The Biggest little hobby shop on Long Island
HO, N scale and more

Club layout under construction
mconca@optonline.net

24 Commerce Drive (516) 491-3328
NORTH CAROLINA, Arden (Asheville Area)

Factory Direct Trains
Asheville’s Finest Model Railroading Store

N & HO ScaleTrains; Accessories and 
More! Zip Code 28704

www.factorydirecttrains.com
ask@factorydirecttrains.com

7 Glenn Bridge Rd. Unit B (800) 990-3381

ILLINOIS, Rockford
Midwest Rail Junction

Full service model train store.
O, HO, N, & Z scales. Digitrax dealer.

Discounted prices. Special orders welcomed.
Open Mon – Sat: 9am-5:30pm.
www.midwestrailjunction.com

1676 N Alpine Rd (815) 963-0200
ILLINOIS, Springfield

Castle Trains & Treasures
HO / G / N

Special orders / discount prices
Display layouts / clinics / assistance

Call for hours
Digitrax Dealer

4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. (217) 793-0407
INDIANA, Indianapolis

HobbyTown USA
One of the Largest Train Selections in
Indy! Specializing in HO & N scales

Digitrax dealer. Special orders welcome!
Mon. – Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12-6

8326 Castleton Corner Dr. (317) 845-4106
INDIANA, Indianapolis

Train Central
An Old Fashion Train Shop

Z, N, HO, O Model Trains & Supplies
Digitrax dealer, & Railroad Books

www.waynestrains.biz
SE Corner 17th & Shadeland

1651 N Shadeland Ave. (317) 375-0832
IOWA, Hastings

JJ&CL Model Train Shop
Home of EB Products, NCE, SoundTraxx, & OSB

Decoder installation & repair. We stock model train
supplies, details, parts, paint, tools... anything you’d
need. More than 8,000 items. We carry tons of rare

and hard to find pieces. www.jjclmodeltrainshop.com
36046 Noyes Ave . (712) 328-6647

IOWA, Urbandale
Hobby Haven

N, HO, O, Lionel, MTH, Atlas, Digitrax
dealer. Exit #129 I-80/I-35, 2 miles south.

Iowa’s Premier Model Railroad Store.
Open 7 days a week

www.hobbyhaven.com
2575 86th Street (515) 276-8785

KANSAS, Lawrence
ToToTrains, LLC

European trains & accessories. Discounts
on all Walthers catalog items. Märklin

new & used. Importer of Artitec.
Hours: Fri – Sat: 10am-4pm. 

www.tototrains.com; info@tototrains.com
1031 Vermont St., Ste. A (785) 766-0467

KANSAS, Overland Park (KC Area)
Fred’s Train Shop

O, S, HO, N, Z, & G Scales. Lionel,
LGB, MTH, Märklin, & more! Digitrax dealer.

New, Used, and Vintage trains & repairs.
Extensive scenery line.

www.fredstrainshop.com
9322 West 87th St. (913) 383-3500

MAINE, Yarmouth
Maine Modelworks

Visit our retial store! Specialty in HO trains,
DCC, scenery, & more. We offer custom work:
painting, weathering, and diorama & structure

building. Open Tue, Thu-Fri: 10-5, Wed: 10-7, & Sat: 9-4.
Also check out: mainemodelworks.com
374 US Route 1, Ste 2 (207) 781-8300

MAINE, York
York Village Marketplace

Model trains & slot cars. Most scales
available. Accessories & services. New,
pre-owned, & vintage. Working layout!

Open 7 days: 10am-5pm.
Facebook.com/ModelTrainsSlotCars

891 US Rte. 1 (207) 363-4830
TMARYLAND, Gaithersburg

Engine House Hobbies
Trains and more. Serving your creative
needs. Primarily O, HO, scenery, and

tools. Other scales ordered.
Digitrax & DCC dealer.

www.enginehousehobbies.net
1A E. Diamond Ave. (301) 590-0816

MASSACHUSETTS, Ashburnham
Shepaug Railroad Company

HO and N Scale Trains
Auth. Athearn, Digitrax, Micro-Trains, 

Walthers dealer. Tue & Thu 10am – 4pm, 
Wed & Fri 11am – 6pm, Sat 10am – 6pm

www.halfpricehobby.com
23 Westminster St. (978) 537-2277

MASSACHUSETTS, Malden
Charles Ro Supply Company

Serving train hobbyists for over 40 years
offering the largest selection & best pricing.
Full line of N to G scale trains & supplies.

Authorized Lionel Repair Center.
Ship worldwide. www.charlesro.com

662 Cross St. (781) 321-0090
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NORTH CAROLINA, Landis
Chuck’s Trains 

Specializing in N, HO, & O scale Trains
& accessories.

DCC & Digitrax Dealer.

www.Chuckstrains.com
129 S. Central Ave. (704) 855-7245

NORTH CAROLINA, Spencer
Little Choo Choo Shop, Inc.
Across from NC Transportation Museum. Large

selection of trains in all scales, Digitrax
dealer, RR videos/books, & children’s toys.

Tue – Sat: 10-5:30. www.littlechoochooshop.com
Or info@littlechoochooshop.com

500 S Salisbury Ave (800) 334-2466
OHIO, Alliance

Rob’s Trains
HO & N scale trains, Athearn,

Walthers, & Kadee. Accessories, detail
parts, scratch-building supplies, Digitrax,
TCS, & Soundtraxx dealer. Tue, Thu, Fri:

12-8, Sat: 10-3. www.robstrains.com
333 East Main (330) 823-7222

ADVERTISING!!!
Model Railroad News

Connect with your customers.
Find serious 

model railroaders
here.

Suggested by fellow dealers.
Call: 800-282-3291, ext. 305 Today!

OREGON, Beaverton
Tammie’s Hobbies

Complete full service hobby shop.
HO, N, – Lionel – LGB, & Z scales.

Mon.–Fri. 10am–8pm, Sat. 10am–5pm,
Sun. 12pm–5pm.

www.tammieshobbies.com
12024 SW. Canyon Rd. (503) 644-4535

OREGON, Portland
The Hobby Smith
HO, N, Z, Lionel, Brass, DCC

& Digitrax dealer.
Reservation discounts, New, Used,

& Consignments. 16 minutes from Airport.
www.hobbysmith.com

1809 NE. Cesar Chavez Blvd. (503) 284-1912
OREGON, Portland

Whistle Stop Trains Inc.
Your complete model railroad store.

Gauges Z through G. Digitrax dealer,
Brass, and scratch building supplies.

Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Closed Sunday
www.wsor.com

11724 SE. Division St. (503) 761-1822

PENNSYLVANIA, Bristol
Trainpops Attic

We carry most major brands & accessories
for N – G gauge. Buy • Sell • Repair

Hours change seasonally. Please check
our website for hours: www.trainpops.com

E-mail: trainpopsattic@gmailcom
400 Mill St. (215) 788-2014

PENNSYLVANIA, Broomall
Nicholas Smith Trains
American Flyer, Lionel, LGB, & Piko.

HO, N, Z, & On30. Standard O & S gauges
bought, sold, & traded. Auth. service center.

Mon, Wed, Fri: 10-9, Tue & Thu: 10-7,
Sat: 10-5. www.nstrains.com

2343 West Chester Pike (610) 353-8585
PENNSYLVANIA, Hatboro-Warminster

Joe’s Train Station
Am. Flyer, Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH,

Märklin. G, HO, N & Z. We buy, sell & 
repair trains. M-F 12-8, Sat. 10-5 (Closed
Sat. July & Aug.), Open Sun. (Dec.) 10-5. 

www.JoesTrainStation.com
283 E. Countyline Rd. (215) 322-5182

PENNSYLVANIA, Strasburg
Strasburg Train Shop
From trains to diecast to scenery....

We have everything for the layout builder!
N, HO, O, Lionel ~ We buy & sell used trains.

Open 7 days a week, year ‘round.
www.etrainshop.com

226 Gap Rd. (717) 687-0464
RHODE ISLAND, Warwick

A. A. Hobbies, Inc.
HO trains, accessories, detail parts,
Craftsperson kits, supplies, & tools.

Open Tue – Fri: 12-6pm, Sat: 10-5pm,
(Sunday, Nov & Dec: 12-4pm), & closed Monday.
1/2-mile West of airport. aahobbies@gmail.com

655 Jefferson Blvd. (401) 737-7111
SOUTH CAROLINA, Greenville

Blue Ridge Hobbies
Model Trains Only - All At Discount Prices!
130,000 plus in all scales available online

24/7 at: www.BlueRidgeHobbies.com. Retail
Store features HO Scale w/ some N & O scales.

See Website For Store Hours
2327 N. Pleasantburg Dr. Ste. H (800) 988-2125
TENNESSEE, Murfreesboro

Thor’s
Authorized Lionel VAD. We carry all eras.

O, HO, & N scale trains. Hundreds of rolling
stock cars. Large inventory of engines &
accessories. Visit our operating layout

anytime! Open Monday – Saturday: 9am-5pm.
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. (615) 895-6918

TENNESSEE, Nashville
Hudson Classic Hobbies
HO, N, O, & G scales. Special orders, plus

plastic kits, rockets, R/C, and more!
Located between I-24, Exit 59 and I-65, Exit 74.
Open Tue, Wed, Fri, & Sat: 10-6, & Thu: 10-9.

www.hudsonclassichobbies.com
15119 Old Hickory Blvd. (615) 833-8337

TEXAS, Dallas
TW TrainWorx

Official Lionel Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop / showroom includes:

Custom layouts, Modelers, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits... come see... there’s always

something new! www.TrainWorxStore.com
2808 McGowan St. (877) 881-4997

TEXAS, Houston
Papa Ben’s Train Place

All Trains, All Scales!
DCC, Books, Brass, Repairs,

& Digitrax dealer.
papabens.com

papabenstrains@gmail.com
4007 Bellaire Blvd. Ste. E (713) 523-5600

TEXAS, San Antonio
Dibble’s Hobbies

Model railroading is our specialty!
We carry HO, N, Z, O, & G scales. DCC
& Digitrax Dealer, detail parts, Märklin,

Books, figures, structures, & tools.
dibbleshobbies.com

1029 Donaldson Ave. (210) 735-7721
VIRGINIA, Chantilly

Train Depot
Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH, Märklin,
& Digitrax dealer. Repairs done on site.
All scales, sales, and service. G, S, O,

On30, HO, N, & Z.
www.traindepot.biz

13944 Willard Rd. Ste. I (703) 953-3767
WASHINGTON, Everett

Broadway Hobbies
N, HO, O, G. Complete hobby shop.
Parts, supplies, kits, tools, and more.

Operating HO & G scale layouts!
www.mybroadwayhobbies.com

2531 Broadway (425) 252-6130
WISCONSIN, Green Bay
EngineHouse Services, LLC

Exclusively trains!
Specializing in DCC, N, G, & HO scales

DCC installation, award winning
custom painting & building available.

www.enginehouseservices.com
2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H (920) 490-4839

WISCONSIN, Milwaukee
Walthers Showroom

Proudly Serving Model Railroaders Since 1932.
Everything you need to build a great model

railroad. Operating layout, historical display,
& friendly service. We will be happy to see you!

1-800-467-2467 or walthers.com
5619 W. Florist Avenue (414) 461-1050

WISCONSIN, Waukesha (Pewaukee)
Jetco’s Hiawatha Hobbies

Märklin • Lionel • MTH • AF • LGB • Z to G
• buildings • scenery • detail parts • books •
scratchbuilding supplies • special orders •

NMRA discounts • Mon – Fri 11-8 • Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5. www.hiawathahobbies.com
2026 Silvernail Rd. (262) 544-4131

Making a purchase?
Visit your local hobby store!

Tell them MRN sent you!

CANADA — BC, Vancouver
Central Hobbies

Large selection of model RR supplies. Brass
models, Athearn, Atlas, Shinohara, Rapido,
MTL, Digitrax, NCE dealer, & more. Special

orders! Open 11-6, Fri til 9, Closed Sun.
www.central-hobbies.com

2825 Grandview Hwy. (604) 431-0771
UK — ENGLAND, Burton on Trent, Staffordshire

Mech Models
The Brick & Mortar Model Railroad Store.

HO, N, & Z scale locomotives, rolling stock,
buildings, scenery, tools, track, & more.

Free parking outside the door!
E-mail: admin@mech.co.uk

Unit 9, Lancaster Park + 004401283575444
UK — ENGLAND, Slough, Berkshire

Model Junction
Specialists in American HO.

Plus scenery, tools, DCC, track, & more!
Established 1996.

Exclusive Pelle Soeborg products.
www.modeljunction.info

916 Yeovil Rd. + 0044175352860
YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!

Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.

MRN Dealer Directory • PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080

Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10 / MONTH!!!

 DEALER DIRECTORY

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)

Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys

Full service Hobby Shop.

N, HO, O, On30, & G scale trains.

Authorized Lionel, MTH, & Digitrax

dealer. Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, & Sat: 10-5.

www.oakmountainhobbies.com

2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980

ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station

DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,

Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.

M n Fri: 8:00-5:00, & Sat: 8:00-Noon.
ti com

CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies

Exclusively model trains since 1989.

Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,

Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.

Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com

119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, San Mateo

Talbot’s Toyland 

Lionel, Märklin, HO & N scale. 

Domestic and imported trains

Mon-Sat 9:30-6, Sun 11-5

www.talbotstoyland.com

445 South “B” Street (650) 931-8110

CALIFORNIA, Santa Clara

The Train Shop

100% trains. Discount prices, Super

selection, & Digitrax dealer.

Mon: 9:30am-3:00pm, Tue – Sat:

9:30am-6:00pm. Closed Sunday.

Dennis Cole: dcole4449@att.net

IND

IO

FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad

Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.

Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com

Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.

3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill

Dana’s Railroad Supply

HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.

Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.

Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.

www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484

GEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models

Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.

Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com

Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600

ys

s.

CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies

Exclusively model trains since 1989.

Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,

Lionel, LGB, Märklin, Brass Imports,

books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.

Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com

119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067

CALIFORNIA, San Mateo

Talbot’s Toyland 

Lionel, Märklin, HO & N scale. 

Domestic and imported trains

Mon-Sat 9:30-6, Sun 11-5

www.talbotstoyland.com

445 South “B” Street (650) 931-8110

CALIFORNIA, Santa Clara

The Train Shop

100% trains. Discount prices, Super

selection, & Digitrax dealer.

Mon: 9:30am-3:00pm, Tue – Sat:

9:30am-6:00pm. Closed Sunday.

Dennis Cole: dcole4449@att.net

DDIINNNNNDDD
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FLORIDA, Sarasota

Gulf Coast Model Railroad

Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading

at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.

Visit us in store or on the Web at:

www.gcmrr.com

Open Mon – Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.

3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303

FLORIDA, Spring Hill
FLORIDA, Spring Hill
FLORIDA, Spring Hill

Dana’s Railroad Supply

HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.

DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.

Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.

Hours: Tue – Sat: 10am-5pm.

www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484

GEORGIA, BufordGEORGIA BufordGEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models

Quality Selection & Service

Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.

Mon – Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: 1pm-6pm.

www.Trainmastermodels.com

Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600

Attention, Hobby Retailers!

List your store year-round in MODEL RAILROAD NEWS’

 

Dealer Directory and declare your business as the

 

place to shop for today’s fresh new products... and for 

as little as $10 a month.

Get started today!
Call Mike Lindsay at 800-282-3291 x305 

or e-mail ads@whiteriverproductions.com

Place Your Store’s 

Ad Here!

EMAIL ADS@WHITERIVERPRODUCTIONS.COM

Toll-free (877) 787-2467 • Overseas (660) 695-4433
P.O. Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 • info@WhiteRiverProductions.com   WhiteRiverProductions
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