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After the US Army

was done using them in the fight

to victory in the European Theatre of WWII, many of the sturdy

little Whitcomb 65-ton diesel locos came back to America. They were sold

off one or two at a time, and went on to serve for decades in branchline and industrial service.

The postwar American version features different tooling to reproduce correct details, like the
single high headlight and American end beams with PIKO knuckle couplers.

* 3D Decorations show the industrial version without MMID logo and lettering

Surprise! Postwar American Whitcombs - Coming Soon!

Maryland Midland Whitcomb 65-Tonners
52468 MMID #102, DC/Non-Sound
52469 MMID #102, DCC/Sound
52470 MMID #102, (3-Rail, DCC/mfx)

Decorated/Unlettered Industrial Whitcomb 65-Tonners
71150 Blue/Orange, DC/Non-Sound
71151 Blue/Orange, DCC/Sound

All PIKO HO Whitcomb models feature diecast metal bodies for extra weight and traction. DC/Non-Sound versions are ready for
easy decoder installation. Factory Sound versions offer tons of sounds, along with LED directional headlights, lighted markers
and numberboards, cab interior and instrument panel lights, all from the NMRA DCC-compliant PIKO SmartSound Decoder 5.1.

't‘—. The US Army Transportation
< Gf Corps version accurately models
the locos as they served all over
Europe during and after WWII, with
buffers and European couplers. Buffers
can be removed and couplers can be
replaced with the snap-in PIKO 56043
knuckle couplers.

52464 USATC, Non-Sound/DC
52466 USATC, DCC/Sound

R T T T R 200 UsATC, Non-Sound o potim
LS, gl 52467 USATC, Sound (3-rail, DCC/mfx)

All PIKO HO Models run on Code 100 or Code 83 track.

PIKO America - 877-678-4449 4610 Alvarado Canyon Rd #5
San Diego CA 92120
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Kato is releasing brand new car numbers for its popular lineup of HO
Amtrak equipment! Bearing the modern Phase VI (previously known
as IVb) paint scheme, this new release of HO Superliner cars will
come with black trucks to represent their most common appearance,
and have exciting features like detailed interiors, rotating bearing
caps, easy-to-install tail lights, and Kato’s signature smooth rolling
metal wheels!

The Superliner 11 “Transition Sleeper” crew car is a
must-have car for any Amtrak Superliner train - you’ll
always find one of these specialized cars at the front of the
consist, no matter the route or distance!

You can enjoy these Superliners as-is or go for that extra touch of
realism with available pre-installed interior lighting - available by
special order. Contact your preferred hobby shop for details!

Item Number Description MSRP [USD)
#35-6056 HO Amtrak Superliner Coach Phase VI #34039 - New road numbe! - 87.00 (@D /KatoUSAinc
#35-6064 HO Amtrak Superliner Lounge Phase VI #33024 - New road number! - 87.00
#35-6086 HO Amtrak Superliner Sleeper Phase VI #32020 - New road number! - 87.00 L3 @KatoUSAinc
#35-6251 HO Amtrak Superliner II Transition Sleeper IVb #39027 90.00 - .
#35-6203 HO Amtrak Baggage Car Phase VI #1231 85.00 “ [officialkatousain
#35-6204 HO Amtrak Baggage Car Phase VI #1249 85.00

Also Available with pre-installed Interior lighting!
#35-6056-1 HO Amtrak Superliner Coach Phase VI #34039 w/ Lighting 117.00 T
#35-6086-1 HO Amtrak Superliner Sleeper Phase VI #32020 wr Lighting 117.00
#35-6251-1 HO Amtrak Superliner II Transition Sleeper IVb #39027 w/ Lighting 120.00 PRECISION RAILROAD MODELS
#35-6203-1 HO Amtrak Baggage Car Phase VI #1231 w/ Lighting 119.00 100 Remingfon Road
#35-6204-1 HO Amtrak Baggage Car Phase VI #1249 w Lighting 119.00 Schaumburg. IL 60173

Amtrak and Superliner are registered service marks of the National Railroad Passenger Corporation. Officially licensed by Amtrak.




PORT LINES HOBBIES

NEWBURYPORT, MASS 01950
www.portlines.com

. Loads for Open Top Hopper and
2 IWW-PO Want to model in | |GondolaCarsin Muﬂr%
-708- (from USA only) -
the perfect size?
S-SCALE CORK

ROADBED

o | THINK

LENGTHS.
3/16: THICK,
2-1/4” WIDE.

AVAILABLE IN
15’ ($12.50),
30° (522),

& 75’ ($49)
PACKS.

{ron Ore for-Showcase Line/
MTH U-25 Ore Cars

1460 'Blackurd Forest Rd fjud
Clayton, Delaware

19938-9708
302598-8769

Engines, Rolling stock, Track, Tools, Detail parts,
Scenic supplies, Books, Vehicles, Figures, Structure kits,
Electronics, Videos, Software, and more !
Frequent Specials on our FACEBOOK page!

The ElectroMotive Division of the General Motors American Models provides classic EMD diesel power
Company led the dieselization of America’s Railroads

for S scale, available in Hi-Rail or Scale configurations.

CHOOSE FROM E-8As m FO40PHs m F7Bs m FP-7As m GP-35s m GP-9/18s

Available in multiple road names and numbers
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED B SEND $10 FOR CATALOG M VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
American Models

11770 GREEN OAK IND, WHITMORE LAKE, MI 48189
americanmodels@sbcglobal.net 734-449-1100 www.americanmodels.com

Scale Accessories, Figures, Animals
True to Scale * 3D Printed « Made in USA

- 150 YEARS OF TRAIN MODELS

0 A 0D Model trains have a long history tied to American innovation and ingenuity. Patent
st models were among the very first locomotive and train models made over 150
g g years ago. As railroads expanded, a demand grew for models of these fabulous,
§ i smoke-belching locomotives. From wood and paper models to lithographed tin
s pull toys to electric models and the beginnings of the
"-3'_;:' scale model industry. Read about the start of NMRA, $3 0 95
s} TCA, TTOS, HIAA and MRIA. Features more than A
el 400 photos of pioneers, products and layouts.
TS Order item CRS-YOTM
y S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada, all others call or email for rates
It time to collect the toll! A . . . .
) Find this and other great products online at shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com
> CatzPaw Innovations, LLC
www.CatzPaw.com ¢ Facebook: catzpaw_164 ‘MHI I RIVER Toll-free (877) 787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433
Visit our website to see our products and place your order! PRODUCTIONS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 « info@WhiteRiverProductions.com




THE MORE THINGS CHANGE,
THE MORE THEY STAY THE SAME.

OFFICIAL
LICENSEE

of

AMTRAK

Photo by Janek Bringle

THE PREMIUM TRAINS
In the 1950’s, Athearn revolutionized the

) passenger train modeling world when we CGEINE SIS

introduced the highly anticipated RDC. N— ——
Now almost 70 years later we are setting the guideline that S — L/

.\ FROMATHEARN' /~—— 4
N\

others follow with the Genesis Pacific Surfliner® cars. A—

Exclusive Genesis Sounds include: A/C compressor

operation, doors opening & closing with associated o
“beep”, generic station announcements with associ-

ated “beep” for PA system use, vacuum toilet operation

sound, “Clickety Clack” rail sound, brake system sounds

including brake set & application, and emergency

brake air dump sound.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND PRICING, VISIT
YOUR FAVORITE ATHEARN
RETAILER OR HEAD

TO WWW.ATHEARN.COM
® First time ever offered in plastic

¢ Available with NCE DCC or without Tsunami2 DCC ANNIVERSARY
& sound

e Detailed paint colors including separate colors for For 75 years, Athearn has set the standard—and we
floors, walls, seats, tables, control compartment, etc are doing it again. Contact your dealer today.

ATHEARN HORZeN Hi

DESIGNED - BUILT - BACKED

©2021 Horizon Hobby, LLC. Amtrak, Pacific Surfliner and Surfliner are registered service marks of the National Railroad
Passenger Corporation 284769




EDITORIAL

hat is the “real” Union
Pacific to you? When I see
a shot of the railroad from
years ago, I often think that’s the real
uP!

The only constant is everything
changes, and railroads are no excep-
tion. While Union Pacific has long
endured and retained its name and
general image for all our lives, there
are subtle changes and refinements.

I began thinking about this topic
while your MobeL RAILROAD NEWws
team was submitting materials for
this Union Pacific-themed issue. I
certainly enjoy and appreciate Union
Pacific today (the top image is from
a day of railfanning earlier this year
at Kansas City’s Union Station with
Assistant Editor Shane T. Mason). That
wing herald on the nose is neat and
my interest in modern motive power
continues to develop more and more.
Is this the “real” UP? Well, it is and
isn't.

I pulled images, each a decade apart,
beginning with this 2021 shot up top
and I find a trip back to 1971 is neces-
sary for me to claim it is “real” Union
Pacific. This is before the wide-nose
invasion of General Electrics, second
(2011) and third (2001) from the top
images. And, I would need Union
Pacific back to being the Overland
Route racing west from Omaha. None
of the major merger partners, fourth
(1991) and fifth (1981) images from
top, can be in the mix. That brought me
to the 1970s and the shot of UP 6935
working in 1971; that scene looks and
feels like real Union Pacific to me.

Returning to my original question,
“What is real Union Pacific to you?”
For some, my move backward a half-
century may not be nearly far enough
in time. Where’s the steam?! Indeed.

There’s plenty of Union Pacific
steam presented in this issue of MoDEL
RaiLroaDp NEws, in addition to many
other UP offerings of recent release.
Be sure to read about Rapido Trains’
announcement of an all-new HO U25B
(coverage starts on page 14); Union
Pacific is included there too.

Tony Cook
—editor

Above: Union Pacific 8311 is eastbound at Kansas
City’s Union Station in March 2021. — Tony Cook
photo

Right: Union Pacific 7173 shows the wide nose
look with tiny shield at Marana, Ariz., in 2011.
— S. Milstein photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Below: Union Pacific 6999 and SD90/43MAC are
far from home rails in Kentucky in 2001. — Bradley
McClelland photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Right: Union Pacific 1593 and a pair of Missouri
Pacific-lettered mates work Dallas, Texas, in 1991.
The popular CBS TV show named after this city
was concluding its original run this same year... do
you remember which building was Ewing Oil head-
quarters? — Dick Kuelbs photo, Kevin EuDaly
collection

Above: Union Pacific 2526 is westbound at Omaha,
Neb., showing off newly conquered Western Pacific
and Missouri Pacific roads in 1981. — George R.
Cockle photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Right: Union Pacific 6935 and mate were new
power in 1971 and wrapped up the road’s era of
double-diesel buying that had its roots back in ar-
ticulated steam locomotive giants. — Kevin EuDaly
collection
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Room For All

I picked up your magazine for the
first time with the June 2021 issue. I
enjoyed the history on the Chessie
SD50, steam engine Alleghenies, and
SD40-2 articles. I don’t have a layout
yet as the wife took over the basement
with her stuff. But I buy engines and
cars in hopes of having a layout some-
day. I model after the B&O. I really
like your magazine. How much is a
subscription? Keep up the good work,
looking forward to other magazines.

Terry Long
—via email

Welcome aboard, Terry! Glad you discov-
ered MODEL RAILROAD NEws! My parents
are both avid hobbyists... I get my interest
in railroads from my dad, and my mom
loves quilting. They share the basement,
and I can recommend this approach, as it
appears somewhat successful from what
I've seen. Subscription information is
available at: shop.whiteriverproductions.
com. — Tony Cook

Not Unobtainium

Ireally enjoy MRN. I1ook forward to
each issue; however, very often I will
read a great product review and think
how nice it would be to have, only to
find whatever it is already long since
sold out — Tangent’s HO Northern
Pacific 40-foot boxcar being the latest
example thereof. A recommendatory
review seems pointless if the product
is already unobtainable. I find it
enormously frustrating. I wish reviews
could better reflect products actually
available.

Ms. Nikki Burgess
Kent, Wash.
—via email

This is a more common situation today
than ever before in the hobby. Products are
frequently made in smaller runs, thanks to
the intricate level of detail and specialized
nature (meaning road specific). We work
extremely diligently to have products in
print as soon as possible for our readership.
In fact, the Tangent Scale Models (tan-
gentscalemodels.com) boxcar you mention
appeared in print in MODEL RAILROAD

NEews a few days after it became available
to the public. I was just at Midwest Model
Railroad (midwestmodelrr.com) in the
Kansas City area the other day (mid-July),
and they still had stock on several roads
and both body styles (new nine-foot
sliding door and earlier combination-door
boxcar). New releases can instantly become
collectors’ items these days, but with some
looking (our Dealer Directory in the back
of every issue is a good starting point),
you can locate almost anything with a bit
of searching.

Thanks for your positive comments
on MoDEL RAILROAD NEws. And you're
welcome to post on the magazine’s Facebook
any time you’re looking for a new release
and having challenges finding it, in
addition to dropping us an email. We're
happy to help track down elusive items...
we’re usually doing it anyway for our own
collections! — Tony Cook

First CSX Model
After reading “From the Archive”

in the June 2021 issue of MRN (“I'm
finding the debut of Athearn’s SW1500/

SW1000 switchers in the early 1990s
may be the company’s first CSX diesel
locomotive offering and it appears that
came in fall 1992”), I'm reminded of my
first HO diesel. It was an Athearn Blue
Box CSX GP40-2 in the blue-and-gray
scheme (road number 6388 and SBD
reporting marks, Mr. Mulvaney’s image
above). I received this for Christmas
1990, at age 6. I still have it today.

Michael Mulvaney
Lexington, Ky.
—via email

That’s awesome to still have your first
HO diesel! I think mine was a TYCO F9A
custom-painted Gulf, Mobile & Ohio by
my dad in 1967 or 1968... I was two or
three years old, and sadly didn’t preserve
it. More recent roads, like CSX, can be as
challenging to track down what came first,
as looking for vintage early plastic offerings
from the 1950s. So much is produced in the
hobby today, and this has been true since
about the time CSX came into being, that
keeping track of newer model offerings is
daunting. — Tony Cook

12 MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — SEPTEMBER 2021



Logging railways used three basic

types of log cars, the disconnect,

skeleton and the flatcar. Skeleton cars

were the most common, basically consisting
of a wooden reach betweentwo freight car
trucks. This arrangement allowed for the use
of air brakes (unlike the disconnect), while
maintaining its light weight and easy
maintenance.

We will be producing 3 variants each
at $60.00, which comes complete
with logs. A single log or a three
log configuration.

To register your interest in this

. model please go to
https:/www.krmodels.ca/products/
i expression-of-interest-ca

. We will announce further details as the project progresses. h




General Electric’s landmark U25B
coming in HO scale from Rapido Trains

HO — Rapido Trains announces another
all-new addition to the company’s line
with news of a General Electric (GE)
U25B diesel locomotive project. The first
production is in the reservation stage now
and the company provides illustrations
for paint schemes and computer drawings
showing details and variations planned
for this series of models.

GE had been involved in railroad
motive power since the earliest days of
diesels. The company receives credit as
a participant in the development and
introduction of the “boxcab” diesel of the
early 20th century. On its own, GE mar-
keted small industrial “ critter”-type diesel
locomotives and served Alco as a partner
in components on its first generation
diesel line. In the mid-1950s, GE went solo
with production of export diesel models
and later turned the company’s attention
to the North American market. Powered
by a Cooper-Bessemer prime mover
and featuring an innovative pressurized
compartment that kept contaminants out
of the engine area, the landmark U25B
rolled on to railroads as the 1960s began.

The U25B sold nearly 500 examples
by the time U28B production took over
in early 1966. Buyers included a who's
who list of U.S. Class 1 railroads. The
model gave GE a breakthrough into the
diesel builder competition and helped the
company eliminate Alco by the conclu-
sion of the 1960s. Today’s descendants
are the leaders in diesel locomotive sales.

Past efforts in HO scale for GE’s
U25B include metal, plastic, and brass
(see “From the Archive” in this issue
for more information). The history of
this prototype in 1:87 is an interesting
one and the various phases have been
visited over the years, but a truly high-
end rendition in ready-to-run plastic is
new for the hobby.

14 MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — SEPTEMBER 2021
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Above and Left: Outside of brass import release, the
Phase | U25B would seem unobtainable for modelers.
Rapido Trains plans to cover this unique prototype
with four offerings in its first production run. Look for
two red-and-white scheme GE demonstrator re-
leases, Frisco (repaint vermilion and white scheme),
and Union Pacific (with “Dependable Transportation”
slogan). The U25B presented a bold face that
launched General Electric into road units in the
diesel builder world. This model started a horse-
power race and introduced innovations in design.

Below: The long-serving U25B saw several lettering
styles during its tenure with Union Pacific. UP 631,
shown in September 1969, wears the lettering ver-
sion Rapido Trains will reproduce for its first HO-
scale model release. — Jim Boyd photo, Kevin
EuDaly collection




Above: General Electric 753 at Denver, Colo., on
Burlington subsidiary Colorado & Southern. There
were several GE demonstrator looks for its U25B
and Rapido Trains will reproduce this scheme and
the one illustrated on the facing page in the first
production. — Kevin EuDaly collection

Below: Rapido Trains’ color road name illustrations
and computer drawings presented across this an-
nouncement are early artwork and subject to revisions
and corrections.

pe——— =% -
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The first Rapido Trains release (due
in 2022) will provide high short hood
Phase I U25Bs, and low-nose U25Bs
covering Phase Il and Phase Il variants.
Late production Phase IV (with split
windshield and slanted profile nose) is
promised, along with other variations
for future release).

GE’s U25B Phase I (shown across these
pages) possessed a straight or ladder-
style set of access steps to gain elevation
for a crewmember to get the walkways.
These early units also included an
uncommon handrail design with tall
up-and-over loops on the corners of
the pilot railings. Finally, the signature
spotting feature of these first U25Bs is
the inclusion of a high short hood. At the
time of their debut, the market was just
moving toward the low-nose option as
a standard and this became the look for
U25Bs after these initial examples were
built.

Rapido Trains will reproduce GE'’s
red-and-white demonstrator in two
looks with GE 753 (left) and GE 2502,
2503, and 2504 (illustration shown at the
top of page 14). The red with white top

Below: Frisco and Union Pacific received GE’s
early production U25Bs with high short hood and
other distinct attributes. This view of Frisco 806 and
and mate shows off the spotting features of a U25B
well. The uneven grid section behind the radiator
screen on the left unit is an indicator of dynamic
brakes for this model. — Harold Ziehr photo, Kevin
EuDaly collection
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GE 753 came first and a set of four dem-
onstrators (including low-nose 2501)
following later to promote this four-axle
2,500-hp offering. Union Pacific received
the four-unit demonstrator set and also
saw additional Phase I U25Bs join its
roster (see White River Productions’
Diesel Era Volume 32, Number 3 due
in September for a survey of Union
Pacific’s U25B roster). Featuring the
road’s “Dependable Transportation”
slogan and “Union Pacific” on the nose,
Rapido Trains plans four U25Bs (UP
625, 626, 627, and 628) for this popular
railroad.

Frisco was another early buyer
of U25Bs (see Diesel Era Volume 7,
Number 5 for complete details). When
new, Frisco’s U25Bs wore black with
yellow stripes and lettering. Rapido
Trains will offer four Frisco models in
its first production that reflect the later
look with repainting into the road’s
Mandarin Orange-and-white livery.
Following these Phase I units, no more
high short hood U25Bs saw production.
Southern Railway did not purchase the
model and Norfolk & Western came by
its U25Bs via its merger with Wabash
(who bought low nose).

In addition to the change to low-nose,
GE’s Phase 1I U25Bs are identified by
tall engine access doors on the hood.
Rapido Trains will offer Santa Fe U25Bs
in HO with Phase II bodies. Santa Fe
purchased 16 examples (1600-1615)
of GE’s first U-boat. Santa Fe’s U25Bs
came in 1962 and 1963 and wore
blue-and-yellow “bookends” livery.
In 1969, the road renumbered its
diesel locomotives and the group of
U25Bs moved to 6600-series numbers;
repainting into the freight version (blue
and yellow) Warbonnet livery followed.
The group returned to GE in early 1979
as trade-ins.

Above: Rapido Trains’ rendering for its Santa Fe
U25B (Phase Il body) shows the tall access doors
under the exhaust stack area and ahead of the ra-
diator section on the long hood. Battery box details
are another area of diversity for this prototype and
Rapido will address this with road-accurate features.
In addition, the raised walkway section along the
rear of the hood will include variations in side details.

16 MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — SEPTEMBER 2021

Below: Santa Fe 1606 was at Denver, Colo., on a
sunny July 6, 1964, with U25B roster mate 1607.
This Phase Il U25B will come in the as-delivered
“bookends” livery with blue body, yellow ends, strip-
ing, and lettering in four road numbers (1600, 1602,
1604, and 1606). — Stuart J. Sutton photo, Kevin
EuDaly collection

Below and Facing Page: Exhaust stack presenta-
tion will differ across Rapido Trains’ HO-scale U25B
models with a square stack in a trough for Santa Fe

(below) and oval stack on others (facing page).



Above: This is Rapido Trains’ Phase 11l U25B (Erie
Lackawanna version) displaying tall access doors
in the center with short doors on each side on the
long hood between the cab and radiator section. All
low-nose U25Bs in this first offering include a flat
top and single, wide windshield. The late U25B
(coming in the future) has a sloped nose, split wind-
shield, and a different handrail style.

L) o AL

Below: Erie Lackawanna 2504 shows the decora-
tion Rapdio Trains will reproduce for its four re-
leases. The initial version of this scheme placed the
road name in the gray section above the maroon
band on the side of the unit, versus this style with
the name in yellow inside the maroon. Erie
Lackawanna’s U25Bs went with the railroad into
Conrail. — Jim Boyd photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

| T L
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MODELRAILROADNEWS.COM — SEPTEMBER 2021 17

For Phase III U25Bs, Rapido Trains
will produce Erie Lackawanna, Great
Northern, New Haven, and Penn Cen-
tral offerings. This production variant
will be spotted by the combination of
short/tall/short hood access doors. The
handrail design remains similar across
Phase, I, and III U25Bs with stanchions
mounted into the walkway surface (this
changes to stanchions attached to the sill
on Phase IV U25Bs).

Erie Lackawanna (EL) bought 27
examples (2501-2527) of U25Bs from
GE. Rapido Trains plans four road
numbers (2501, 2503, 2506, and 2511)
from the road’s original delivery (learn
more about EL’s U25B roster in Diesel
Era Volume 8, Number 3). The units
arrived in EL’s gray with maroon
and yellow livery with the road name
presented in maroon lettering above the
maroon band on the sides of the unit.
The scheme saw revision, making the
road name more visible by lowering it
into the maroon band and presenting
the name in yellow.

Great Northern (GN) bought 30
U25Bs (2500-2529) across multiple
orders that included Phase II and III
examples. The first GN U25Bs came in
1964 and from this set Rapido Trains
will offer four models (2500, 2504,
2505, and 2508). The green and orange
units were among the last new power
acquisitions for GN to wear its famous
Empire Builder livery; by this time the
scheme was a simplified version of its
original appearance. A spotting feature
of the prototype and to be included on
Rapido’s HO GN Phase II replicas will
be the shrouded or hood-covered air
horn cluster.

New Haven had GE diesels on its
roster well before the introduction of the
builder’s U25B, with 1930s era Model
Y and 44-tonners from the 1940s. As



| | e g gy e | o

a common practice, New Haven num-
bered its U25Bs with their horsepower
output in mind (2500-2525) and the
units took up Class DERS-7 on the
roster. The first U25Bs for New Haven
were 10 examples (2500-2509) delivered
late in 1964 and this is the group Rapido
Trains will use as its prototype for its
HO-scale model. The units will wear
a black McGinnis livery with white
striping and orange band surrounding
the unit with orange “NH” on the long
hood. As with other roads in this initial
U25B production, Rapido Trains plans
four New Haven road numbers: 2500,
2503, 2505, and 2509.

Though not originally part of the Penn
Central merger that became reality in
early 1968, New Haven joined the road
by a U.S. government request in late
1968. New Haven's group of U25Bs was
only a few years old and became Penn
Central’s 2660-2669 and 2670-2685.
Rapido Trains will take its New Haven
detailed U25B model and provide four
Penn Central examples (2662, 2664,
2667, and 2668).

Learn more about this all-new HO-
scale U25B diesel locomotive by visiting
Rapido Trains online and be sure to
check out the hobby manufacturer’s
YouTube Channel for a discussion on
the prototype and the road names and
production variants coming in this
first release. The model will be offered
fully assembled in silent, standard DC
version with a socket provided for
conversion to Digital Command Control
(DCC). You can also reserve DCC-
sound U25Bs with ESU’s LokSound 5
electronics. This model will include a
wealth of operational features including
working inspection and class lights,
lighted control stand in the cab, and
road-specific details for all road names.

Rapido Trains,
855-572-6917; rapidotrains.com

Above: Note the hood covering the air horns on this
Phase Ill U25B computer illustration; this is Rapido
Trains’ Great Northern model. The road purchased
24 units that came in simplified Empire Builder livery.

PENNCENTRAL

Above: Rapido Trains Phase IlIl U25Bs will include
Great Northern, New Haven, and Penn Central. Penn
Central’'s U25B collection included New York Central,
Pennsylvania Railroad, and New Haven examples.
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2662

Below: Penn Central 2667 sits at Springfield, Mass.,
with another U25B and an Alco switcher on a
dreary day in May 1972. — Robert Hines photo,
Kevin EuDaly collection
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HO Scale Dimensions:
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Fantastically lit UFO with Animated tractor beam claw Six M&M:s figures, two aliens,
blinking multi-colored LED lights picking up an M&Ms character  and Jack the German Shepherd

Introducing the UT6 & UT6D Utility Throttles
for Digitrax Complete Train Control!

= Compact size for easy one-handed operation UTé
Utility Throttle
$105.00 MSRP

= Color 1.5” LCD Screen

= Full numeric keys for easy Locomotive selection

) . UTéD
= Fine speed control with a large encoder knob Duplex Utility Throttle
= Removeable LocoNet" cord $170.00 MSRP

= Forward/Reverse toggle switch with Braking N koo turas and more

= 0ff/On switch, uses AA or BP600MH batteries on our website!

T

Fmd out more @ www. dlgltrax com/throttles/ ]
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USA Trains debuts G-scale (1:29) F-units

G — USA Trains introduces Electro-
Motive Division (EMD) F7s for the
hobby company’s Ultimate Series.
“As Real As It Gets” is the slogan
USA Trains uses for this category
of 1:29 model trains. This new EMD
F7 will be offered in A- and B-unit
versions and sold in A-B sets and
single A-unit releases.

The G-scale F7s will come
equipped with dual power units
running both trucks of these four-
axle models. Features include
directional marker lights (red/
green), illuminated number boards,
backup light on rear of B-unit,
and operating headlight on F7A

SPREAU 1RHE WWURU...

--OUNEIHING
OUR POPULAR HUMVEE® VEHICLE IS COMI

PLUG-IN
SNORKEL

SEPARATE

FLUSH ARMORED MIRRORS

WINDOWS

SEPARATE
SLANTBACK

FINE
SCALE
GRATING

SEPARATE
MUD
FLAPS

SEPARATE

WHEELS DETAILED

DETAILED

DETAILED
WIPERS

Above: USA Trains introduces G-scale (1:29) reproductions of EMD’s F7A and F7B for its Ultimate Series
collection. This is USA Trains’ Pennsylvania Railroad pair decorated in Brunswick Green. The company
will offer F7A/F7B pairs and all road names will see single F7A diesel locomotive releases with unique

road numbers for each F7A.

models. These USA Trains F7s will
come with dual operating smoke
stacks on both A- and B-units. USA
Trains lists stereo sound output as
an optional system available for
these models. The reproductions
will include a wealth of details
including metal screens on the
upper sides of the units. The models
will navigate curves of a minimum
five-foot radius.

The first production presents Bal-
timore & Ohio (blue and gray), New

SEPARATE
LIFT LUGS

BRUSH
GUARD
OPTION

SEPARATE

BIG 19 UN [HE

= THE SAME PROTOTYPE AS OUR HI

POPULAR N SCALE MODEL, THE HUM
M1151 A1 ENHANCED ARMAMENT CARRI

= NEW, HIGHLY DETAILED MULTI-PIECE

MOLDED AND ETCHED METAL MODEL

= MODULAR CONSTRUCTION ALLOWS
LAYOUT OPTIONS & CONFIGURATIONS

York Central (Lightning Stripe),
Pennsylvania Railroad (Brunswick
Green and Tuscan Red liveries),
Rio Grande (four-stripe Aspen
Gold and silver), Santa Fe (red
and silver Warbonnet with chrome
plating and freight scheme blue and
yellow), Southern Pacific (Daylight
and “Black Widow” liveries), and
Union Pacific.

USA Trains,
781-322-6084; usatrains.com
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KIZUN

HO

SCALE 1:87

UNDERFRAME " \nremio ThEAD DETAIL = PERFECT FOR MILITARY UNIT TRAINS OR LA
Now Accepting Pre-Orders
for representation only p' g P - o d
HO ESTIMATED RELEASE: JUNE 2022
#900 01 000 UNDECORATED (2-PACK) .usesusessss $39.95 #900 01 010 OLIVE DRAB (2-PACK) .ucsususesns $49.95 ;;:;;E‘E‘E;
#900 01 020 DESERT TAN (2-PACK) wussussuens $49.95 F RToTolela

© 2021 AM General LLC. HUMVEE and the HUMVEE military trade dress are registered trademarks of AM General LLC and used under license. The H-star logo is a trademark of AM General LLC. Al rights reserved.
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Update on HO-scale Shay steam locomotive
from KR Models

HO — The much-anticipated HO-
scale Shay steam locomotive project
is moving along at KR Models. The
company shares early views — still
subject to refinement and enhancement
— of the boiler, frame, and bogie truck
for this all-new model.

KR Models is approaching this
project, as it does its U.K. releases,
with an initial “Expression of Interest”
from buyers. You can visit KR Models
online and put your name on this list
now (with no financial commitment
needed). When the model and specifics
are more available, you'll be contacted.
At that time you will be able to select
road name, road number, and options
(such as DCC-sound), and then commit
with your credit card that will be
charged in increments, with the final
payment made with the model’s
delivery to you.

Above and Right: Keith Revell of KR Models shares
these preproduction, test example components go-
ing into the early stages of the company’s HO-scale
Shay steam locomotive project. The boiler (above
top) and frame (above) will be die-cast metal. An
early view of the plastic bogie (right) shows how it
is coming along.

KR Models,
krmodels.ca

COMING SOON!
BETHLEHEM 3737 HOPPERS

in 4 ExactRail & 2 TrainLife.com Exclusive Paint Schemes + Kit

ST TTT TN
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" _<Platinum®

1 (0] SCALE

All ExactRail products are available on Buy Direct from the Manufacturer!

ExactRail.com
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Southern Pacific Daylight in N scale from Kato

N — Kato plans late 2021 delivery
for a collection of N-scale Southern
Pacific Daylight models. The releases
will provide motive power and pas-
senger cars for building your own
Morning Daylight service in N scale.

Kato’s G5-4 class steam locomotive
with 4-8-4 wheel arrangement will
be the sleek point of this colorful
consist. The hobby manufacturer will
produce its N-scale GS-4 in Daylight
livery with road numbers 4449 and
4454, and a postwar black edition
will be offered with road numbers
4443 and 4445. The ready-to-run
steam locomotive will come in three
versions: standard DC (MSRP: $240),
factory-installed Digital Command
Control (DCC) decoder (MSRP: $320),
and with ESU-made sound and DCC
(MSRP: $470).

Kato’s Southern Pacific Morning
Daylight passenger cars will come
in multiple sets. The 10-car set will
include baggage-chair, articulated
coffee shop, articulated kitchen, ar-
ticulated dining car, chair car, two
articulated chair cars, tavern car,
parlor car, and parlor observation.
The set will come with factory light-
ing as an option (MSRP: $410) or in
standard version (MSRP: $260). You

Above: Easily one of the most beautiful passenger
trains, Southern Pacific’s Daylight equipment will
arrive beginning in late 2021 from Kato in N scale.
Look for GS-4 steam locomotives and multiple pas-
senger car sets.
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Below: Kato’s N-scale Daylight replicas will come
fully assembled with several passenger car body
styles. These baggage-chair and kitchen car ex-
amples are part of Kato’s Morning Daylight 10-car
set due in November.




will be able to increase this set with
Kato’s two-car set that will include
a pair of articulated chair cars. The
non-illuminated two-car set retails
for $55 and a version with factory
lighting carries an $85 suggested list
price. The non-lighted sets are due in
November with lighted sets following
in December.

You can see more images by visiting
Kato’s website. And check Kato’s
YouTube Channel to see a program on
these releases with Michael Conway
and MopeL RaiLroap News” Tony
Cook.

Kato USA, Inc.,
847-781-9500; katousa.com

Above: Southern Pacific’s famous Daylight 4449
roster member will ride again in N scale from Kato.
This 2021 production will include rear-mounted
number boards on the tender. The assembled
N-scale steam locomotive release will come in
standard DC in November. Kato will offer a version
in December with DCC, and the company is accept-
ing reservations for a special order edition of this
model with ESU sound and DCC.

Below: Kato’s illustration for Southern Pacific 4433
shows the company’s plans for a postwar black
GS-4 steam locomotive. Differing from a previous
Kato wartime black GS-4, this coming 4-8-4 steam
locomotive will include large Southern Pacific name
on the tender (the earlier prototype included a small
Southern Pacific Lines on its tender). This version
will come with rear-mounted number boards on the
back of the tender.

SOUTHERN PACIFIC

+ Web Resources

+ Annual Convention
+ Membership Car

+ Limited Edition

+ Free Classified Ads

+ Five regular
magazine issues
plus timetable

+ Auctions
+ Special Sales

The N Scale Enthusiast

P.O. Box 30489 www.NScaleEnthusiast.com

Savannah, GA 31410

SHor OnN-LINE 24/7

We Suppiy rie Wortd

TRAINWORLD.com

N, HO, On30 SuPER SAvINGS SALE

10%

@ TRAINWORLD.COM
On-Line Orders Only

$100.00 and OVER
THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL Linited

N BACHMANN Quantities
65352 PENNSYLVANIA GG-1

Use CODE Word MIRN921In User Comment Box
SALE ENDS September 30, 2021

aftsman Grade Products
HO - S - O Scales  Standard & Narrow Gauges

SHOWS RESTARTING!
CHECK DATES ON WEB & FACEBOOK PAGES
RailMaster Speakers ¢ KMP Models « Kadee®
Central Valley & Micro Engineering Bridges
Arttista & Woodland® Figures ¢ SoundTraxx®
TCS + Cal-Scale HO Details ¢ Xuron e Tichy
Mount Blue Model Co Buildings & Rolling Stock
Berkshire Valley ‘O’ Details (old stock) « NCE

M~F 9 - 4 + M~Th 6:30 - 9:30 pm | Mail Orders
Sat 9-1 pm (East) Credit Cards

Crugader

RAIL SERVICES

5920 Houghton St < Phila, PA 19128
215-482-7530 + crusaderrail.com ¢ Facebook

tru=color paint

Palint & Aceesseories
When Only the T [RUEST color will Dot

September, 2021
TCP-4030 Olive Drab, #3
TCP-4031 FS-36270: Modern Haze Gray

Over the past year, costs have increased

P»etoso\s

- CODE WORD MUST BE APPLIED AT TIME OF ORDER - NOT REDEEMABLE FOR CASH OR GIFT CARDS - NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS
AMERICA’S LARGEST - IN STOCK ITEMS ONLY DISCOUNT DOES NOT APPLY TO SALES TAX OR LIMITED QUANTITIES ON CERTAIN ITEMS
INTERNATIONAL MaIL ORDER

Discount TRAIN STORE

- NO NEW RELEASES
- NO BACK ORDERS
- NO PRE-ORDERS

SHIPPING & HANDLING
- NO REBATES, NO REFUNDS, NO STORE CREDIT ON
PREVIQUSLY SOLD ITEM!

- CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER OFFERS OR DISCOUNTS
- IF DISCOUNT APPLICABLE, TRAINWORLD WILL APPLY
IT WHEN ORDER IS PROCESSED

past the point that we at Tru-Color Paint
can absorb. Therefore, we have to announce
a price increase on our aerosol, sprayable &

brushable paint lines. This price increase
will take affect August 1, 2021.

S
The Products We Sell Are Not Toys and Are Not Intended For Use By Children Under The Age Of 14.

SicN-UP FOR OuR E-mniL SnLes 1-800-541-7010 e-mail: ORDERSCTRAINWORLD.COM

Post Office Box 74524
Phoenix, AZ 85087-4524
Info Ph: (623) 551-2548

Sales Ph: (714) 488-9779
Email: tru.colorpainti@yahoo.com
Website: www.trucolorpaint.com

Huge Inventory o GREAT SELECTION © FAST SHIPPING 751 McDoNALD Ave., BRoOKLYN, NY 11218
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Micro-Trains will include roof detail variant
on Union Pacific N-scale set

N — Micro-Trains plans a Septem-
ber delivery for a three-pack set
of Union Pacific boxcar models.
The boxcar will be based on a
National Steel Car prototype for a
contemporary 60-foot, double-door,
exterior-post freight car with excess
height or “Plate F” proportions. The
double doors provide a wide 12-foot
opening for loading/unloading on
these big boxcars, which are known
as “Super Duty” cars.
Micro-Trains will provide fully
assembled reproductions of these
Union Pacific cars with separate ':-;'; 47 23
end ladders, brake rod detail,
etched-metal brake platforms, and
painted underframe. The model
will include accurate ride height,
36-inch metal wheels, and body-
mounted couplers. These examples
will introduce a unique roof pattern
design not previously offered.

Micro-Trains Line Co.,
541-535-1755; micro-trains.com
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FOR MORE ’NFORMATION OR TO LOCATE AN ATLAS AUTHORIZED DEALER, VISIT WWW.ATLASRR.COM
= While you’re browsing, sign up to become an Atlas Insider! We’ll deliver the latest Atlas news directly to your email inbox!
ﬂ u ATLAS MODEL RAILROAD CO, INC. * 378 Florence Ave., Hillside, NJ 07205 *« www.atlasrr.com
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m New 20' and 40' Corrugated Containers

All Jacksonville Terminal Company (JTC) models feature detailed prototype printing and molded features per photographs.
Magnetic connection systems on most all containers (Not Tanks). Magnets have been specifically placed to work properly
across 20's, 40's, 45's, 48's and 53's. IBC pins that mate with ALL JTCs products including tanks. JTC's retro kits allow for
magnetic connectivity and IBC pin connection with other major brands for some older containers on the market.

20’ STANDARD HEIGHT CONTAINERS

205431 HOME DEPOT ; EEPERE _|_'— | 205721 CAT
This Home Depot container is a AL > R e RENTAL STORE-HOLT
prototype scheme. We’ve given it [y | Rental *® ' Double Door
owner codes for use in model transit gomn-,;:‘m - { Lk ﬂ H ; (one at end) body
Single Pack 517.95 . L R A " 2-Pack $29.65

20’ STANDARD HEIGHT CONTAINERS 2-Pack $29.65
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AR, DONGYOUNG 205445 ONE FBIU

(Florens Lease units)
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.- MAERSK ! 205333 MAERSK
__ E— LS =~

LLOYD TRIESTIND

405808 '
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405811 SEACO/CMA-CGM

40’ STANDARD & HI-CUBE CONTAINER 2-Pack $29.95

405523 Matson E ‘ ‘ \

405051 MOL
(white w/ vertical logo) = (initials centered)
Standard Panel Hi-Cube

205702 CAT Electrical |
Distribution Unit. DDSV Body |
‘VS’ Series. Double Door
(one at end), side vent body

&

JACKSONVILLE TERMINAL COMPANY, LLC * JTCmodeltrains.com
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Never Miss An Issue!

Subscribe Today:
shop.whiteriverproductions.com

PIKO America plans two
Halloween-themed hoppers

G — PIKO America plans two
Halloween-themed releases this
year. As they have done in years
past, the company will present a
colorful seasonal theme on fully as-
sembled G-scale freight car models.

This year’s offerings are two-bay
open hopper cars (ideal for hauling
Halloween candy) decorated in a
deep blue finish. PIKO’s Halloween

“Moonlit Monsters” (38927) includes
glow-in-the-dark highlights with
trick or treating characters out
for fun. The other offering, Hal-
loween “Tacky Tombstones” (38929)
includes a spooky graveyard scene
with humorous railroad-themed
markings on the tombstones.

PIKO America,
619-280-2800; piko-america.com
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ALLEGHENY SCALE MODELS
LOCOMOTIVES & ROLLING STOCK
HO, O, 5, and Large Scale Out of Production Models
Brass, Custom Built, Ready to Run, Craftsman Kits
470 Schooley’s Mountain Road, Suite 117
Hackettstown, New Jersey 07840
www.alleghenyscale.com

Phone: 908-436-7T681
henyscale.com
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CUSTOM BUILT & PAINTED G SCALE TRAINS

CUSTOM

DECALS T
AND |

VINYL *
LETTERING
R%mPﬂfdeEgm“Ael;%; $7.00 SHAWMUT CAR SHOPS

ormore 307 NORTH MICHAEL STREET * ST. MARYS, PA 15857

814-834-9455 | www.shawmutcarshops.com




Rokuhan shorty F-units
in Z scale from AZL

Z — American Z Line (AZL)
will offer Rokuhan’s first North
American prototype Z-scale (1:220)
“shorty” models. Rokuhan’s plas-
tic shell offerings will include an
F-unit in A- and booster B-unit
versions. These shells will ride on
separately sold power (SA-001-
1) and trailer (SA003-1) chassis
(shown onright). The initial release
will present New York Central
(gray Lightning Stripe livery) and
Santa Fe Warbonnet. Visit AZL
online for more information.

American Z Line,
614-764-1703; ztrack.com

Above and Below: Rokuhan’s shorty F-unit shells
will initially be available decorated for Santa Fe and
New York Central. These shells are designed to fit
on Rokuhan’s power and trailer chassis. The models
operate on Z-scale track.

Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive is a new series of hooks

from SilverLake Images. We will be releasing new hooks
every month, created from rare historical documents on
a variety of railroad topics.

Book 19:
Browning -
Locomotive Cranes |
Volume 2 - 1920 |

$35.00 each
postpaid within US

Book 1:
Book 2:
Book 3:
Book 4:

Book 5:
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Book 7:
Book 8:
Book 9:
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Budd Passenger Cars
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Heisler Locomotives Volume 1:

Geared & Fireless Locomotives

Trolley Coaches Volume 1: Westinghouse
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—r— Ron’s Books
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Gregg Railroad Cars

Vulcan Locomotives Volume 1:
Gasoline Locomotives

Western Wheeled Scraper Company:
Western Dump Cars

Plymouth Locomotives Volume 1
Beyer-Garratt Articulated Locomotives
Ohio Locomotive Crane Company Volume 1
Lima Loco Works Volume 1

Super-Power Steam Locos

Ingersol-Rand Locomotives
Baldwin-Westinghouse Volume 1

Electric Locomotives

H.K. Porter Locomotives
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N-Scale
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N-Scale is a bi-monthly magazine
devoted exclusively to N scale
modeling, layouts, Nn3, NTRAK,
DCC Workshop, T-Trak
Scenery & Weathering and more.

www.nscalemagazine.com
Print: $38 year - Can: $55 - For: $80
Digital Edition also Available, PLUS
30 Years of N-Scale Now on CD
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5811 75th Avenue NE

@8 Marysville, WA 98270

360-658-2485

MISSOURI PACIFIC
MissouRrl RivEr EAGLE
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Committed to Excellence

www.thecoachyard.com

Great Decals!”
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FEC - 5 Titles

Interstate Railroad - 5 titles
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After Hours Graphics line

Jack Smith S5 Coupler gages, and more
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Walthers delivers new run for Proto series
Evans 4780 covered hopper in HO

HO — Walthers’ three-bay covered
hopper replicating an Evans 4,780-cubic-
foot capacity prototype is back with a
new production available at your hobby
dealer and direct from Walthers.

The car serves North American rail-
roads hauling grain and dried distillers
grain. The detailed release resides in
the hobby manufacturer’s Proto series
and comes fully assembled. Details on
this model include factory-installed
grab irons, see-through etched-metal
walkways on the roof, and crossover
platforms on the ends above the cou-
plers. The model includes accurate side
braces and separately applied vibrator
brackets on the bottom bay gates.

This group includes Archer Daniels
Midland (ADM) examples with mol-
ecule logo presented with three car
colors: blue, gray, and yellow. Each
ADM covered hopper includes UELX
reporting marks and comes in four road
numbers. The other lease fleet reproduc-
tion in this collection is an orange
Farmers Cooperative Association of St.
Edwards, Neb., with USLX reporting
marks. Railroads represented include
Boston & Maine (blue with white let-
tering), and two Missouri-Kansas-Texas
offerings (one in Whitman Green with
large, yellow MKT billboard lettering
and the other in gray with small Union
Pacific shield and black lettering).

Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.,
800-487-2467; walthers.com
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Above and Below: Among the releases in this
group of Proto covered hopper models is an orange
Farmers Cooperative Association (above) and two
Missouri-Kansas-Texas (below) releases.
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Above: The popular Archer Daniels Midland livery
is available in three colors: blue, gray, and yellow
(shown above). This fully assembled covered hopper
car model retails for $39.98.



PIKO America adds to
“Vintage Warbirds” series and
introduces “American Traditions”

G — PIKO America’s Spitfire
hopper car (38928) is the seventh
in the company’s Vintage Warbirds
collector series.

New from PIKO with a fall de-
livery will be the first American
Traditions series release. PIKO’s

Betsy Ross refrigerator car (38922)
features this famous person of the
American Revolution and launches
this new group of G-scale freight car
offerings.

PIKO America,
619-280-2800; piko-america.com

www.LitchfieldStation.com
sales@litchfieldstation.com
623-298-7355

i o * NCE
Q, i Q. « Digitrax
%'Q‘.\% » SoundTraxx
Qv' * Speakers

Systems
=IESU|l'okSound|
SiTamiValley;

MODEL RAILROAD

17331 East U.S. 40 Highway, Suite 107
Independence, MO 64055
816-399-5226
midwestmodelrr.com

EASY TO ASSEMBLE HO SCALE KITS

CCURAIL® $55=

www.accurail.com

#8140 Limited Run 3-Car Set
Nickel Plate 36' Wood Boxcars

NickEeL RATE
ROAD

| NKP 3-Car Set
$58.98 Retail

5 (Top) #81401 Fowler
Wood Boxcar (Car #97236)

(Middle) #81402 Double Sheath
g w/Fishbelly Underframe (car #10759)

i (Bottom) #81403 Double Sheath
| w/Straight Underframe (Car #27703)

These items scheduled
for production
Aug/Sept 2021

Singles available
separately
$19.98 Each Retail

BURLINGTON
NORTHERN

#2724 Chicago Burlington & Quincy
Wood-Side Twin Hopper $18.98 Retail

[CANADIAN
PaciFic

Ramwwar

#3562 Canadian Pacific Newsprint
40" Riveted Steel Boxcar $19.98 Retail

#4909 lllinois
Central Despatch
40" Wood Reefer
$20.98 Retail

#2205 Burlington
Northern 2-Bay
ACF Covered
Hopper

B $20.98 Retail

PLEASE SEE YOUR HOBBY DEALER FIRST OR CALL 630-365-173 FOR DIRECT ORDERS — ACCURAIL INC. PO BOX 278 ELBURN, IL 60119
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Restored Version 4014

Roars into N scale
Athearn’s 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy”

Review by Shane T. Mason

Athearn Trains N-scale
Alco 4-8-8-4 Big Boy steam locomotive

Union Pacific 4014
“Great Race to Promontory” Edition
ATH04014

Athearn Trains
844-9TRAINS
athearntrains.com

thearn recently produced a
Anew run of its N-scale 4-8-8-4

steam locomotives. The N-scale
model first appeared in the company’s
line about a decade ago. This group
saw announcement in mid-2019 and
delivered in spring 2021. The run
includes coal- and oil-tender variations,
and a special “Race to Promontory”
reproduction that I will present in this
review.

The Prototype

Union Pacific’s (UP) “Big Boy” was
the work of a very power-hungry
Research and Mechanical Standards
Department started in 1936. Led by
Vice President Otto Jabelmann, the
department was tasked with many
projects but the one challenge that
taunted them was the line west of
Cheyenne. The line had multiple
grades, and it was a hard push topping
the Continental Divide. Union Pa-
cific began building bigger and better
equipment, attempting to tackle the
grade, but found where improvements
were made, other aspects of operations
suffered. Prior to 1918, standard power
for the grade was a double-headed set
of 2-8-0 locomotives; after, UP started
running newly acquired 2-8-8-0s over
the route. The 2-8-8-Os proved strong
enough to pull the weight, but were
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BIG Boy 4014

Above: Presented in a unique Union Pacific livery
box, Athearn’s N-scale “Great Race to Promontory”
Big Boy 4014 is truly a collector piece, in addition
to being a fine operating model. This version in-
cludes the famous “Big Boy” chalk markings repro-
duced on its boiler face, and the locomotive and
tender include a high-gloss sheen. Cosmetically,
this Athearn release does a fantastic job reproduc-
ing the prototype; however, there are some subtle
detail differences between the prototype and this
model that | note in my review.



)
‘.”

SR, e

Above: An early morning view of UP 4014, from a
day filled with train chasing from the Oklahoma/
Kansas border north to Kansas City in fall 2019.
— Shane T. Mason photo

Above: Athearn’s releases depicting UP 4014’s
contemporary prototype appearance include this
“Great Race” edition and an “Excursion” release.
The excursion 4014 release shows a clean, but in-
service, look for this steam locomotive and lacks
the “Big Boy” chalk marking on the boiler face. All
N-scale Big Boy 4-8-8-4 steam locomotives in this
release include standard DC versions (with connec-
tion for conversion to DCC), and offerings with
SoundTraxx-made DCC and sound electronics.

A e R e
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Above and Below: Union Pacific 4011 is set up to
reproduce a 1940s-era, coal-tender Big Boy.
Compare the tender on 4011 with 4014’s oil tender

(bottom of this page). | measured 2.4-ounce drawbar
pulling ability on my 4014 example. The model
comes equipped with rubber traction tires on the
lead and rear drivers.

equipped with smaller diameter
drivers, resulting in lower speeds.
Union Pacific experimented with
2-10-2s, 4-10-2s, and 4-12-2s; however,
none had the pulling power UP was
desiring. The mid-1930s saw the 4-12-2
broken up, into what became the
road’s Challenger-class, with 4-6-6-4
wheel arrangement. These locomotives
were slightly less powerful than the
2-8-8-0, but sported larger drivers
providing increased speed. The new
Challengers were a needed step in
the right direction, reaching speeds
of 80 mph; but, over the grade only
rated a pulling power of 3,100 tons.
UP now had a taste of the speed they
wanted, but still needed the power to
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get 4,000-ton trains over the Wasatch
Range unassisted.

In 1940, President William Jeffers
gave the orders to begin working on a
new design, larger than the Challenger,
and still able to operate over clearances,
curves, and other fixed attributes on
the line. The design started with
lengthening the basic Challenger
design, including a larger firebox and
larger cylinders. The tender used the
same “centipede” design UP perfected
in 1939 for its 4-8-4s, holding 56,000
pounds of semi-bituminous coal, and
24,000 gallons of water. The Big Boys
were everything UP was hunting for,
with the mighty locomotives creating
around 6,000 horsepower under 1.2

Above: Athearn includes a plank deck section (see
inset), for application to the rear roof area of the oil
tender. This plastic section snaps into place. The
gloss finish is exclusive to Athearn’s models replicat-
ing UP’s restored 4014, which travels with this
well-maintained shine during its special runs.



Above: What can you run with a Big Boy? Following prototype, you'll find a va-
riety of motive power paired up with UP’s 4-8-8-4s. UP 1110, an Alco S-2
switcher, is likely not going out on the road to help Veranda Turbine 71 and Big
Boy 4011. This interesting trio was photographed at Cheyenne, Wyo., on August
20, 1956. — Dick Kuelbs photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Above: Note the matte black finish provided for this
N-scale release of UP 4011. This offering repro-
duces an in-serivce appearance from the 1940s and
later for a 4-8-8-4 Big Boy steam locomotive. All
wheels on Athearn’s Big Boy are made of metal. The
first two axles, or lead truck, pivot on the tender,
while the other five axles (like the prototype) are
fixed. Note the separate cut lever on the back of the
tender near the coupler. This model includes func-
tioning headlight and tender backup light.
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million pounds of engine, but the
length would prove to be a problem. At
132 feet long, the boiler overhang was
so extreme that certain curves would
cause side swipes with trains passing
on adjacent lines... these troublesome
curves were identified and widened
by a few feet. Another length-related
issue, Big Boy steam locomotives
were too big for the road’s turntables.
Ogden, Utah, and Green River, Wyo.,
received new 135-foot turntables to
provide a place to turn power between
trips.

Alco’s first production was an order
of 20 units (4000-4019). At the begin-
ning of the build, UP had shown signs
of intending to call the new engines
its “Wasatch” class in honor of the

grade they were designed to tackle,
but while still under construction at
Alco, an unknown machinist scribbled
“Big Boy” on the boiler face, and the
name stuck forever. Big Boy 4000
delivered to Union Pacific at Omaha
in September 1941, with the other 19
to follow closely behind; and 1944
would see an additional order for five
(4020-4024) from Alco. These units
became the running standard between
Ogden, Utah, and Cheyenne, Wyo.,
with the ability to pull heavy trains
solo at desired speeds over the grade.
Cheyenne was the home base for heavy
repairs for all Big Boys, and would
regularly dispatch roster members on
hand there as helpers, working trains
over Sherman Hill to test repairs, prior
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Above and Below: As delivered, Athearn’s Big Boy
includes a cover over the coupler area on the pilot.
You can easily install a coupler (see pocket below
behind the pilot) if you need double-header opera-
tions on your railroad.

to being released from the shops back
into regular service. UP’s Big Boys were
truly hard-working machines, racking
up around 7,000 miles each month. The
fleet would remain in service just into
the 1960s, providing power and later
helper service for General Electric-built
Gas Turbines that set out to succeed the
4-8-8-4s on this grade.

After retirement, Union Pacific
donated eight Big Boys to museums
and parks across the country, for
preservation of these huge machines.
The survivors sat cosmetically restored,
but in a non-functioning state for
decades, with the same question kicked
around of whether another Big Boy
would find itself under steam again. In
2013, Union Pacific surprised everyone



with what most thought would never
happen... the road struck a deal to
trade an SD40-2 diesel locomotive, a
boxcar, and a bay window caboose for
Big Boy 4014, belonging to the RailGi-
ants Train Museum (railgiants.org) in
Pomona, Calif. The 4014 was towed
back to Cheyenne, where it underwent
a multi-year, full rebuild, putting it
back into operating condition. Union
Pacific’s goal was to have the 4014 run-
ning in time for the 150th Golden Spike
Ceremony in 2019; thanks to the hard
work by the steam crew, the project
was finished in time and a restored Big
Boy led the train, double-headed with
Union Pacific FEF-3 Northern 844.

The Model

Athearn reworked its previous Big
Boy tooling to provide modelers with
a replica reflecting the 2019 excursion
version. In addition, this recent produc-
tion includes releases for coal-tender
era prototypes. This release was very
popular with hobbyists, and many
were challenged to find a Big Boy, if
they had not placed a pre-order on this
offering. My example, bought from
Lombard Hobbies (lombardhobby.
com) in the Chicago area, is Athearn’s
2019 “The Great Race to Promontory”
version and it looks absolutely stun-
ning. The box is decorated in yellow,
red, and gray with gold lettering (coal-
tender editions coming in regular dark
blue Athearn boxes). Inside the box is
the model, warranty card, and user
booklet (highlighting the history and
operations of this prototype and 1:160
reproduction, as well as a parts break-

down toward the rear of the book). The
model came packed securely in a foam
insert, and was surrounded by a plastic
clamshell and clear outer sleeve. The
packaging is well done to ensure none
of the many detail parts are broken off,
and is a good home when the model is
not in use.

Out of its packaging, the model
really shines in the light. This special
excursion version of 4014 is painted a
gloss black, compared to the flat finish
previous runs (and current coal-tender
versions) receive. I have to say the gloss
appears authentic, and is a reallynice
nod to the pride and cleanliness the
steam crew strives for during runs.
After seeing the Big Boy run through
Kansas City in late 2019, I can say the
model has the same shine the prototype
did. The locomotive paint is clean, with
no sign of bleeds anywhere along the
body. Axle covers on the trailing truck,
and centipede tender truck, are painted
silver with no signs of overspray or
bleed. The lettering is crisp and clean,
from the shield plate in the pilot to the
water level markings on the tender
back. The excursion version sports the
chalk “Big Boy” decal on the front of
the smoke box door, as seen on the 2019
tour, and inspired by the unknown
Alco worker in the 1940s.

The model is, mostly, built correct
to the prototype, with overall body
and pipe detail almost an exact match.
All the little details really stand off
this model, like the handrail down the
jacket, bell, number boards, whistle,
and safety valves. The detail is very
impressive, with tons of rivet-and-
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Above: It may be the biggest of big, but thanks to
the articulated design, you can run Athearn’s
N-scale Big Boy 4-8-8-4 steam locomotive on 11-
inch radius curves and wider. The manufacturer
recommends 15-inch radius for better operation.
The model includes a die-cast metal frame, in ad-
dition to traction tires, for enhanced pulling power.

panel detail found all over the model.
The pilot and tender are my favorite
spots for seeing all this raised detail.
There are a few examples of this model
being a rerun of the older body style.
A major difference is the reduced
number of small panels in the boiler
jacket under the steam done. In its
current restored state, quite a few of
these small panels have been removed
on today’s 4014. The model is equipped
with a single dynamo, correct for 1940,
but 4014 sports a dual set to supply
power to all the extra electronics on
board. The firebox has molded on ash
pans that have been removed, since
4014 was updated with burners for
No. 5 oil burning instead of coal. The
tender has a few missing components,
starting with a plaque on the right
side just behind the ladder. A new
toolbox is missing from the right side,
along the sill just under the “Union”
lettering on the tender. The rear of the
tender is molded with marker lamps
on brackets in the upper corners of the
tender; while the prototype did keep
the bracketing, the lamps were absent
per 2019 tour photos. A clear water
level tube is also missing next to the
water level dash markings.

Operation

Athearn provides one edition of
its N-scale Big Boy models with
Soundtraxx (soundtraxx.com) Tsunami
2 sound decoders on board and Digital
Command Control (DCC). There are
also non-sound, standard DC models
in this run. This release was set up with
a new Tsunami 2 “Big Steam” sound




Above: Athearn’s model, like the real Big Boy, pos-
sesses an articulated design. | remember hearing
some squeal of flanges as the train rounded this
rather tight curve in a small Kansas town, but the
mighty 4-8-8-4 took it in stride. Union Pacific’s Big
Boy will be back in action in late summer/early fall
of this year with a run to St. Louis and swing south
through Texas. — Shane T. Mason photo

(with audio recorded directly from
the 2019 Big Boy run), which includes
chuff, bell, whistle, and many other
sounds. The sound is crisp and loud,
coming from a speaker in the tender.
The model runs very smoothly, and
creeps are obtainable with low-end
speed steps thanks to Soundtraxx’s
motor control electronics. There is no
binding or jumping in curves, and all
leading and trailing trucks stayed on
the track during my testing of this
release. The pilot is equipped with a
swinging dummy coupler, but has
space in the pocket and will accept a
full-size coupler, for double-headed
operations. The model is equipped
with forward and reverse lighting. This
release sees a welcome update from an
orange-hue LED in previous runs to a
bright-white LED for this latest edition.
I found the headlight a bit dim, but it
can be seen well when viewed head-on
with the locomotive running down
your track.

Conclusion

Athearn’s N-scale Big Boy 4-8-8-4
steam locomotive model is good look-
ing from tip to tail, and is a great tribute
to the newly restored Union Pacific
4014. Although the release utilized an
older prototype design, most modern
modelers will not notice the variations,
won't find the missing and/or extra
details a negative. I think the new

Suggested Viewing

full-version Soundtraxx decoder and
high-quality gloss paint are enough
reason to pick up one of these updated
Big Boys. Whether you pull excursion
trains over your railroad, or fit this
locomotive in a nice shadow box for
display, these Big Boys are a really
eye-catching, and great additions to
any Union Pacific and/or steam fan’s
collection. MG

§ 'Y & VALWETHAT
| ING MODELERS

You can see Athearn’s N-scale 4011 Big Boy 4-8-8-4 steam locomotive unboxing and in
operation by visiting MoDEL RAILROAD NEws contributor Ron Marsh and his “Ron’s Trains N
Things” YouTube Channel. Ron shows you the model and visits with Jim Wiggin, Athearn’s
brand manager, for some additional insights and information on this release. Athearn regularly
shares news and product announcements during its “Train Tuesday” program presented live
in the afternoon via the manufacturer’s Facebook and YouTube Channel.
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TRAIN BULLETIN

NEW BOOKS FROM WHITE RIVER PRODUCTIONS

THE SHAY LOCOMOTIVE:

AN WLLUSTRATED HISTORY $99.95

SLIH

TIAABER TITANS:

BALDWIN ARTICULATED LOGGING Locos $19.95

TTBA

ILLINOIS CENTRAL _ -
SOUTH OF THE OHio RiVER ~ $©9.95

1CSo

S/H per book: $5 US, $9 Canada,
all others, or for priority and express options, call or email for rates

WHITERIVER Toll-free (877) 787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433
PRODUCTIONS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 - info@WhiteRiverProductions.com @ WhiteRiverProductions




Beyond the Wasatch:

Athearn’s HO-scale Big Boy Returns

Review by Tony Lucio

Athearn Trains HO-scale
Genesis with DCC and sound
Alco 4-8-8-4 Big Boy steam locomotive

Union Pacific 4023
ATHG88407

Athearn Trains
844-9TRAINS
athearntrains.com

s 2021 presents a return to
A pre-pandemic normalcy, ret-

rospective thoughts of heady
times inevitably skip past 2020 and
back to 2019. In railroading terms, that
year’s recollections will be forever and
indisputably dominated by one very
big thing: the triumphant return of
Union Pacific’s (UP) Big Boy. Capping
an undertaking nearly as immense as
the initial construction of the original
20 Alco behemoths in 1941, Union
Pacific defied all odds, and practical
sense, by restoring one example, 4014,
to operational status, completing the
effort just in time to celebrate the
sesquicentennial of the Transconti-
nental Railroad’s 1869 completion in
Promontory, Utah. The restoration
effort took five years, and while Union
Pacific has not disclosed the finan-
cial outlay, reasonable estimates of
$4,000,000 are nearly the original 1941
build-and-purchase price ($265,000)
when adjusted for inflation. Many
had questioned wisdom, and pos-
sible returns, on such an investment,

especially since Union Pacific had long
boasted the legendarily continuous use
of 4-8-4 Northern 844, and restored-
in-1981 4-6-6-4 Challenger 3985, as
goodwill ambassadors. Indeed, such
return-on-investment discussions had
seemingly doomed the eight surviving
Big Boys to stasis for more than half a
century, since their 1959 retirement.

The calculus in such discussions was
reconsidered, when mechanical issues
permanently sidelined 3985 in 2010. It
was fully recalibrated on May 1, 2019,
when Big Boy 4014 finally rolled under
its own power once again. From that
moment on, the incredible, and previ-
ously inconceivable, throngs of people
from all over the world, who lined
highways and ballast alike, were far
beyond anyone’s expectations or com-
prehension, including the railroad’s.
For one spectacular summer, it seemed
everyone, no matter how young or
old, enthused or indifferent to trains,
was a railfan and train chaser. Social
media and modern heritage units
promise more cost-efficient public
outreach, but never in the modern
era has a railroad’s publicity efforts
garnered so much media attention,
with impacts so tangibly unifying]!
After 60 years of pining what-ifs, the
Big Boy’s return cast a rare spell of
railroad magic none could dare refute.

Alas, despite having reclaimed its
rightful throne over railroading’s vast
dominion, even the mighty Big Boy
was not immune from the effects of
COVID, and planned 2020 Big Boy con-
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quests were abandoned, to the dismay
of millions. Having been thwarted in
my own attempts to see it in 2019, due
to family commitments every time a
pursuit might have been feasible, this
bitter pill was indeed hard to swallow.
Thankfully for those who want to
relive the Big Boy’s 2019 triumph,
recreate scenes from its original career,
or seek solace in the next best thing to
seeing one in person, Athearn Genesis
brings us an HO miniature that spares
no relative impact despite its reduced
size compared to the 1:1 prototype.

The Model

I have owned a few Big Boy models
over the years, from the original AHM-
Rivarossi model to its modernized
Digital Command Control (DCC)
reincarnation. It should be no surprise
that this new Genesis model renders
them nearly obsolete, and does so
with little if any compromise. While
the classic AHM-Rivarossi model was,
and will always remain, a masterpiece
of incredible tooling and mechanical
design, especially considering the
design and machine capabilities avail-
able in its era, it inevitably displayed
subtle compromises, and detail softness,
which the Genesis model supercedes in
every way. I do not claim to be a fully
versed scholar of steam locomotives,
or even the Big Boy itself; but over
the years, I have come to recognize
and appreciate improved fidelity, and
additional components, on newer steam
locomotive models. So, after extracting



Athearn’s Genesis Big Boy from its
handsome and sturdy presentation box,
I could not help simply soaking it for a
while. As expected, there is a lot to take
in! Below the frame the Boxpok drivers,
steam chests, crossheads, guides, links,
and articulated plumbing are all richly
detailed. The pilot and trailing trucks
have better fidelity, especially where
the trailing trucks’ journals and brake
plumbing are concerned. The forward
drivers” unique articulated steam pipe
is connected, and of course, functionally
pivoted, despite being properly scaled
and plumbed near air piping for the
injectors. The famous Big Boy pilot
is well textured with diamond-plate
decking, an accurately scaled headlight
housing, step and kick plates, and other
details, including the stowable coupler.
Above the frame, the boiler bristles

with fine details from rivets where you
would expect them to be, to hinges
on sand dome panels, to the deflector
links within the exhaust shroud, to
properly scaled poppets and valves. The
firebox area is textured with fine detail,
framed, and overlaid with additional
plumbing, valves, and drains befitting
the prototype. The finely rendered
enclosed cab features operating side
windows, rooftop vent, and a detailed
boiler backhead visible through closed,
non-functional, rear doors. Likewise,
the tender benefits from modern tooling
sensibilities, with properly scaled di-
mensions, wireform access ladders, grab
irons, richly detailed centipede truck
journals, textured deck woodgrain, and
a nicely simulated feed drain cavity in
the coal load. As with all things steam
locomotive, and Big Boy, there is much

Right: The tender houses the decoder and speaker; the speaker baffle is not visible but resides over the
first, fixed, axles. Athearn equips one speaker unit in the tender, but a second unit can be installed by the
modeler. A clever arrangement of polished-brass axle bushings (visible on the second and fifth axles from
left) and wipers on the rest uses nearly the full heft of the tender for solid electrical pickup.
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to take in, study, and appreciate! You
might even marvel at how something
so gargantuan could be so compara-
tively delicate, if not fragile. Lacking
comprehensive blueprints and design
studies of my own, I cannot possibly
address every detail and dimension for
comparison against the prototype. Yet,
in comparison to photographs, other
models, and my own expectations, there
is no doubt in my mind that this is a bril-
liantly executed model, with no readily
apparent omissions or discrepancies
that leap to the fore.

However, this Genesis Big Boy does
retain one interesting, subtle, and
arguably unavoidable compromise
made for miniaturization, and that is
in driver size. Whereas the prototype
used 68-inch drivers, I measured the
Genesis drivers at 66 inches from

Left: According to the exploded diagram within the
user manual, a large dual flywheel can motor rests
at about the midpoint of the frame, over the second
steam chests. Each set of drivers is geared for trac-
tion (note the hump in each cover plate) and all
wheels are flanged. The seventh driven axle in-
cludes traction tires.
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tread to tread. Driver size has often
been a point of compromise on large
HO steam locomotives, as they must
traverse vastly tighter curves than the
prototypes would dare: an HO curve of
prototypically minimal radius would
decimate most bedrooms, basements,
and existing layouts alike. Interestingly,
the shallow flanges on the Genesis
drivers bring the “visual diameter” of
the treads to 68 inches, and the drivers
are spaced appropriately to match the
prototype’s 72-foot, 5-inch wheelbase.
Incredibly, this still yields opera-
tive results allowing this gargantuan
locomotive, all 132 tender-coupled and
flange-drivered scale feet (or 18.25
real-world inches) of it, to negotiate
an 18-inch radius curve! Mind you, it
won’t do so quickly — in fact, this is
best attempted with the due clearance-
eyed caution employed by a 1:1 4014

Left and Above Right: A fully enclosed cab is
unusual on steam locomotives. The right door oper-
ates and while it will not stay open, it does afford a
glimpse of the detailed boiler backhead. You might
find it easier and thus prefer to steal such glimpses
through the operating side windows or rooftop vent.

engineer threading 2019’s enormous
lineside crowds — that this remains
possible, with a more accurately scaled
and mechanically tuned model, is
no small feat. While many of today’s
hobbyists understandably employ the
larger radii, generally recommended
for larger rolling stock and locomo-
tives, there are still a vast number of
hobbyists with more limited space and
resources, who no less deserve to enjoy
a fine Big Boy model.

When it comes to paint & decora-
tion, UP’s Big Boys, like most steam
locomotives, are, perhaps somewhat
surprisingly, demure: a plain visage
of brute functional form, unfettered
by embellishment, likely adds to their
mystique and allure. Beyond a regally
applied satin coat of “locomotive black,”
with appropriately painted smokebox
and firebox, plus valve wheel, journal,
and placard details, where appropriate,
there is little to delineate. The road
number, class markings, tender herald,
and trust plate lettering are all applied
in a silver satin, with crisp registration
and sharpness; the trust plate is legible
under magnification.

For operative prowess, our review
sample is outfitted with Soundtraxx
(soundtraxx.com) DCC Tsunami 2
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Left: UP 4023 was one of five Big Boys built under
exemption during WWII, in late 1944. Of the eight
Big Boys preserved, it is the only survivor from the
wartime production group. Even though it was one
of the last Big Boys to receive an operative overhaul
before the class was retired, thus seemingly assur-
ing its transition to preservation, 4014 was selected
for restoration to operation in 2014 (completed in
2019).

sound decoder, and LED lighting.

As with the paint, there is surpris-
ingly little in lighting embellishment
to clutter the locomotive’s raw mass:
even with modern model amenities like
illuminated number boards, operating
headlight, and flickering firebox, the
Big Boy dares to almost seem subtle! The
headlights are directional, and brighten
a step once the locomotive is moving.
Sound is exceptionally clear and pro-
totypical: at idle the compressors,
injectors, stokers, and other appliances
cycle and pulse; the generator kicks
in when the headlight is turned on.
Once underway, hissing and chuffing
suitably enlivens mighty pistons and
throaty exhaust, from two sets of
steam chests and drivers, drifting in
and out of sync at relative speed. This
is an effect that must be heard to be
understood and appreciated, and some
hobbyists may wish to tune factory
settings to their own preference. The
provided instruction manual gives a
good primer, and listing of CV values,
for tuning and customizing many such
features, including simulating slippage
and back-EMEF features, that my layout
does not have proper elevation to
employ. I am very pleased with the
quality of Soundtraxx’s Tsunami 2
decoder; my sole complaint is there’s
no mistaking that the sounds are



coming from the tender, and not the
locomotive itself. This unavoidable

tradeoff comes from the locomotive’s
beefy can motor and dual-driver gear
sets, occupying the bulk of the boiler.
The speaker is in the front of the tender,
and the specific source may not be as
noticeable depending on the observer’s
relative position. The combined unit’s
37-ounce heft is borne by axles, which
checked in proper NMRA (nmra.org)
gauge, and coupler height was proper
as well. Athearn equips one of its plastic
McHenry couplers on the tender, and
supplies an extra one to install in the
front pilot (if desired). Athearn also
supplies toolbox variants for the tender.
The Genesis Big Boy supports a Seuthe
smoke unit (sold separately), which
may be installed by the user.
Running performance is smooth
and responsive, with appropriate
momentum response on DCC; analog
DC requires a little more finesse,
due to limited throttle range (startup
voltage is listed at nine volts for the
DCC-equipped model on standard DC
rails). Properly careful curve threading
aside, I encountered no operation issues
with this model, once it was on the
track and prepped to haul. My only
only complaint is related to getting
it to that point; even if somewhat
endemic to most decoder-equipped
steam locomotives, tethering the tender
and locomotive is trickier than I believe
it should be. But in this case, the
umbilical cable is large and easy enough
to plug in, and did not require much
force or alignment fiddling; however, I
found the drawbar was challenging to
connect, requiring a surprising amount

Above: UP’s famous Centipede tenders are nearly as distinct a signature to the railroad as the Big Boy
itself. These versatile units were used on multiple loco classes and upgraded a few times. Athearn Genesis
offers a rare oil-converted version as well, but our sample is outfitted with simulated king coal. The delicate-
looking fine wire grabs make the tender’s relative mass more imposing. The builder’s plate denotes our
sample prototype’s wartime construction: “DEFENSE PLANT CORPORATION - GRAND JUNCTION, CO
- OWNER AND LESSOR”; other road numbers currently offered would not have this designation. Note that
one cannot see the post for attaching the locomotive drawbar. The corner lanterns (inset above left) are
non-functional, but the rear headlight and red marker light work, as appropriate, and are DCC-controllable.

of force to engage its clamp onto the
hidden post in the tender. Each time I
tried connecting them, I thought I had
the alignment wrong or that something
was broken, because the resistance
was so great: they seemingly refused
to go together, and I could not find an
“easy” detent or connection to avail
my fears. Frustratingly, Athearn’s
instruction manual offers no advice on
how to connect them: on the one hand
it seems visually apparent, and obvious;
however, as the locomotive and its
tender are prototypically close coupled,
there is no margin for error, and I was
having to push so hard that it was all
too easy to foresee them smashing
together or flying off the track should
the drawbar’s rounded end clamp
deflect away from the invisible round
post. Thankfully, that never happened,
but such visions seem, and feel, all too
likely while making the attempt. My
advice is to ensure the locomotive,
tender and drawbar are all perfectly
straight on a straight and level track,
gently grasp the tender and rear of the
locomotive with separate hands, take
a deep breath, then push, and push
some more, until you finally feel the
drawbar overcome the resistance and
slip inside the tender, with a click. Then
exhale with relief! Once achieved, the
connection is sturdy and secure, and
if you really want to tempt fate, you
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would might even think you could lift
the connected model with one hand.
However, let the record show I did
not do this, nor I ever recommend it!
Separation is the reverse of connection:
pull them apart, and make sure not to
let the tender fly out of your hand (or
smash into the train), once it finally lets
go of the locomotive.

Qualms over connections aside,
Athearn’s Genesis HO Big Boy is every
bit as stunning as its full-size brother,
in both looks and performance. Few
plastic steam locomotive models could
ever captivate at such an outsized level,
and this one is sure to be the centerpiece
of many collections and roundhouses.
If you were fortunate to see the 2019
tour, yet still make do with a smaller
layout, you can relive an excursion of
your own with this nicely engineered
model. Speaking of excursions, the
Genesis Big Boy is available in several
road numbers in addition to 4014; but,
if you’d rather commemorate 4014’s
return without the added expense of a
DCC decoder, Athearn also offers the
Genesis Big Boy without a decoder (or
sound) exclusively decorated as 4014 at
a$679.99 suggested retail price. Flexible
options are as worthy for celebration as
the real Big Boy’s return, and should
keep 2021 on better tracks, while we
watch for the full-size 4014 adventures
this fall. [



Review
Portable Water Supply

ScaleTrains.com N-scale Water Tenders

Review by Shane T. Mason

ScaleTrains.com N-scale
Rivet Counter series

Union Pacific Steam Excursion
Water Tender

907853

SXT30022

Union Pacific Steam Excursion
Pre-2006 Water Tender Set
907856 and 907857

SXT30020

ScaleTrains.com
844-9TRAINS
scaletrains.com

ave you ever tried to get

across the country on one

tank of gas? Of course not!
You would run out of fuel. This is
a concept that the railroads have
battled since tracks were laid. Union
Pacific (UP) found a solution to ensur-
ing the crew of its steam program
(up.com/heritage/steam) has the fuel
it needs to get the train where it needs
to go... auxiliary water tenders. These
tenders can be filled and drawn from
while the train is in motion, increasing
the distance the engines can perform
before having to top off. These cars
carry more than the average gas can
in your garage. Rating at more than
24,000 gallons per car, they have
become part of the steam crews’
standard operating consist for years.

Above: As impressive and intricate as the prototype! ScaleTrains.com offers its N-scale Union Pacific
Water Tender models in single release and in pairs. These Armour Yellow reproductions are from the
hobby manufacturer’s recent release of Rivet Counter N-scale offerings, and present a pre-2006 decora-
tion. ScaleTrains.com has released single tenders in this scheme, and models in silver and black dress.

The Prototypes

Union Pacific 907853 started life in
1937, as tender 20-C-207 serving the
road’s fleet of FEF-3 4-8-4 steam loco-
motives. The tender served until 1958,
when it was retired and converted
into a fuel tender for use with General
Electric (GE) gas turbine sets. It was
rebuilt and insulated, changing the
designation to 24-GTE-13, and served
the turbine feet until early 1972. The

Above: Union Pacific 907857 shows the Armour
Yellow scheme with large red lettering on the sides
that served the steam program for many years. This
water carrier is shown parked at Topeka, Kan., in
late summer 1989, with what looks to be a tool car
used in steam excursion runs. — Dale Zea photo,
Kevin EuDaly collection
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tender was saved from the torch by
the steam crew in late 1972, painted
black, and renumbered 907853. This
tender would see a lot of miles over
the next decade, touring Union Pa-
cific’s system and helping Southern
Pacific’s GS-4 4449 on a cross country
trip in 1974. In the early 1980s, the
tender was donated to a now-defunct
railroad museum in Kansas City to go
with its GE turbine UP 18. When the

Facing Page: You don’t model Union Pacific and
don’t think you can use a water tender on your
railroad? Think again! Check out Amtrak 527 (an
Electro-Motive Division SDP40F dressed in the
service’s Phase Il livery) and the famous “American
Freedom Train” tender coupled to UP 907855 at Los
Angeles in April 1977. — Kevin EuDaly collection



museum folded, UP turbine 18 and
UP tender 907853 sold to the Illinois
Railway Museum in Union, Illinois
(irm.org).

Union Pacific 907856 and 907857
share similar stories with tender
907853. All these tenders were builtin
1937, and served the road’s FEF-3 fleet
until almost 1960. In 1957, the tenders
were rebuilt for the gas turbine fleet.
Both tenders were retired from the
turbine fleet in 1972, and moved to Los
Angeles to serve as fuel storage tanks
with four other tenders. The steam
crew found these cars in 1988, and
moved both 907856 and 907857, and
another tender to the steam home base
at Cheyenne, Wyo. Two of the tenders
were rebuilt for the steam fleet, while
the third tender was scrapped around
the early 2000s. The tenders were later
renumbered to “UPP” 809 and 814.

The Models

ScaleTrains.com spent a lot of
time on every little detail of these
water tenders, and it shows in every
corner of these models. These cars
look stunning, and are packed with
details to be appreciated on every
side of the reproduction. The paint
is clean and crisp, with accurate

Above: Decked out in basic black with white letter-
ing, UP 907853 remains eye-catching. These
N-scale efforts are packed with detail, including
etched-metal walkways, separate railings, piping
and hoses, and working lighting.
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Below: UP 907853 sits between runs at the steam
program’s home base (Cheyenne, Wyo.) in 1984. You
could park equipment like this at any facility, and
consider this special equipment in storage between
jobs. — Peter Arnold photo, Kevin EuDaly collection




Above and Below: This review’s samples present
the pre-2006 appearance for Union Pacific’s water
tenders. ScaleTrains.com produced a post-2006 set
for those desiring the contemporary look, with “Joe
Jordan” and “Jim Adams” named tenders. The
scheme on the post-2006 versions is also Armour
Yellow with gray and red, riding on silver trucks, and
includes a separate U.S. flag placard on the “Jim
Adams” tender model. These excellent looking
N-scale water tenders reside in ScaleTrains.com’s
Rivet Counter series of releases (package shown
on right).

PROTOTYPICAL SCALETRANS
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lettering and line work on all three
cars. The pre-2006 set shows off a big
Union Pacific down the sides of both
cars, and the forward end “F” label is
present on each tender. The models
feature etched-metal walkways,
with etched steps and separately
applied handrails, grabs, plates, and
toolboxes. The ends of the tenders
have all necessary train line air hoses,
water system piping, and brake gear.
The sides of the replicas are very well
recreated, with all the piping and plate
details found on the prototype. I was
extremely impressed with the plate
and rivet detail along the lower sill
of these N-scale tenders. The trucks
are a real standout, with brake gear
separately added, and eye-catching
black with silver wheels (UP 907853)
or all silver trucks and wheels (on the
two-tender set release).

Operation

ScaleTrains.com’s tenders come
equipped with DC mode bidirectional
lighting, with LEDs mounted in the
housing on both ends of UP 907856 and
UP 907857. The LEDs are bright, and
are well powered from all-axle power
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pickup, via brass tabs in the trucks.
UP 907853 has a light on the tail end.
ScaleTrains.com’s couplers are molded
in a rust red/brown color and operate
fine with all coupler brands we tested,
including Kato and Micro-Trains.
The only issue I had with these stun-
ning tenders was some drag from the
wheels. I found the samples seemed
not very free rolling, and would only
make it about one car length after
being pushed along a straight, flat
track. After some investigation, it was
found one truck (on UP 907853) had
its brass electrical pickup tab too tight
against the back of the wheel, causing
the truck to sit at an angle; UP 907857
was found to have one set of wheels
not resting in the pockets correctly
with the brass strip. After working to
fix these cars, operations improved,
but still felt like they had a bit of drag.
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Above: ScaleTrains.com’s well-appointed N-scale
water tenders replicate Union Pacific’s prototype
and provide a necessary addition to your steam
locomotive excursion consists. The models include
body-mounted couplers and metal wheels. | encoun-
tered some drag in operation, until | adjusted the
brass tabs used for electrical pickup on the wheels.
This slight modification yielded positive results in
performance for these six-axle trucks.

Conclusion

These N-scale water tender models
are an absolute showpiece, and a true
display of talent from ScaleTrains.com.
Each tender hosts more detailed parts
than most engines, and a moderate
price point makes it feel like a brass
steal at plastic prices. Regardless of
what era of Union Pacific’s steam
program you model, these offerings are
a great addition to your heritage fleet,
and a good way to ensure your crews
have enough water to get them where
they need to go and not run dry. [71
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Review
Riding in Streamlined Style:

Kato’s N-scale Union Pacific Excursion Set

106-086

Review by Shane T. Mason

Kato N-scale

Union Pacific Excursion Train
Seven Car Set

106-086

Kato USA, Inc.
katousa.com

hen many think about
traveling in style, they may
picture having the back

seat of a limousine all to themselves.
For rail enthusiasts, we’ll trade that
limo ride for a private car every time.
Railroads have been a staple of travel
for generations, sporting some of
the finest luxury of their time, and
connecting many points across the
U.S. Today, many roads maintain
a fleet of equipment called on for a
variety of special reasons. Anything
from “wining and dining” big contract
customers, appearing in employee
special events, to transporting U.S.
presidents to their final resting places,
these cars are versatile and kept in
top shape. Union Pacific (UP) has a
large fleet of these cars, that are seen
across the system, behind all sorts of
power, from standard diesels to the

UP Excursion Train 7 Car Set

- P Dh iy,

UP Excursion Train 7 Car Set

WFeatued UP Heritage Cars in this Exsur

Above: Kato’s UP Excursion Train release (106-086) presents seven examples from the railroad’s fleet
and comes in this version (MSRP: $265), and you can buy a set with pre-installed interior lighting (106-
086-1) for $370. Kato offers several complementary Union Pacific models that are ideal for this type of
consist, among which are contemporary diesel locomotives (SD70ACe, ES44AC, and others) and steam
locomotives. Kato recently announced a “Greyhound” scheme FEF Northern for N scale release.

road’s steam fleet in excursion service.
Kato has recreated a seven-car setin N
scale, ready-made for modelers to pull
their executives around or to make
other special runs.

The Prototypes

Union Pacific has one of the larg-
est fleets of passenger equipment
maintained for special occasions,
with the heritage page listing 45 cars
in active service (up.com/heritage/
fleet). Matching prototypes with Kato’s
models, here are the seven examples in
this set.

UPP (all cars in the fleet include the
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three-letter UPP reporting mark clas-
sification) 207 was originally a boiler/
baggage/dormitory car (UP 6004) in
1949. This car later received a steam
generator, and renumbered first to 303,
and later 207. The purpose is to supply
the train with power for all on-board
equipment, and it is connected to other
cars through sets of “jumper cables.”
Two Deutz-built diesel engines, living
quarters for the on-board electrician,
and storage area for commissary goods
make up the interior.

UPP 202 “Willie James” was built
in 1949 by Budd, and originally was a
10-roomette, six-bedroom sleeper car



Above: You'll find Union Pacific’'s excursion equipment travels systemwide, and fre-
quently visits not only UP rails but also those of roads merged into the vast system.
Looks like a special movement is crossing former Western Pacific rails and the famous
Williams Loop in northern California. Power to pull these trains can include a wide
array of locomotives (including steam and diesel). This run includes the special livery
“Powered By Our People” UP 1111, represented by Kato’s N-scale SD70ACe release.
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Below: UPP 207 is a unique member of the excur-
sion collection. This power car rides on a four-axle
truck on one end and six-axle truck on the opposite
end, due to the weight of the diesel generators
housed in this car. — Shane T. Mason photo

named “Pacific Domain.” In 1973, the
car was rebuilt and named “Cabarton,”
in honor of vice president R.L. Rich-
mond, whose father started with Union
Pacific as a carman in Cabarton, Idaho.
In 2009, the car was renamed “Willie
James,” for the business train chef
who had been with the railroad since
1984. This car is the command base
for special trains, and is usually found
toward the front end of the consist
during outings.

UPP 5779 is the fleet’s museum
car “Promontory.” The St. Louis Car
Co. built this roster member in 1962
(a late for a new passenger car for a
U.S. railroad), and it was first a postal
storage car. This is the newest car in
Union Pacific’s passenger car fleet, and

UNION

Above: Kato includes UPP 207 in its UP Excursion
Set release. This N-scale reproduction includes ac-
curate body details representing the vents and grilles
necessary for the diesel generators, plus the model
rides on the mixed truck style like the prototype.

up301

received the name “Promontory” in
1993, and was converted into a rolling
museum with changeable exhibits
based on the special train. This car is
one of the most recognizable in this
collection, with a large U.S. flag wrap
applied to both sides of the body.
During long trips, the car is converted
into an exercise car for train crew
members.

UPP 7001, “Columbine,” is among
the few cars still holding its original
car number. American Car & Foundry
(ACF) built this dome-coach in 1955,
but it did not join the special fleet until
1989. The car is equipped with seating
for 36 riders on the lower level, and two
dozen passengers can enjoy the sights
from the upper-dome section. The car
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includes public restrooms in the belly
of the car on its main floor.

UPP 5473, “Portland Rose,” is a 44-
seat ACF-built coach. This car carried
its original road number until 1990,
when it was named “Portland Rose,”
for the train that UP once ran from
Chicago to Portland, Ore., from the
early 1930s until 1971.

UPP 8008, “City of Portland,” is one
of 10 dome diners ACF built in 1955,
and came to the heritage fleet in 1990.
For its current career, this unique
car saw rebuilding for excursion
service, along with gaining its “City of
Portland” name. The car name, similar
to “Portland Rose,” honors the famous
streamliner service that ran on UP
between Chicago and Portland, Ore.,



Below: A standout among standouts in this Kato
setis UPP 5779. This baggage car model includes
a reproduction of the patriotic U.S. flag wrap ap-
plied to the prototype. Both sides of this model
include this eye-catching mural.

from 1936 until Amtrak’s arrival in
1971. The car includes a kitchen, and
seating for 44 guests on both the lower
level and upper dome level.

As much a standout in the fleet
as the U.S. flag-draped car is UPP
119, “Kenefick.” This open-platform,
smooth-side car was originally a
Pullman-Standard built coach car
(UP 5446) and dates to 1950. The
car became a business car in 1963,
and named “Kenefick” in 1988, for
John Cooper Kenefick. John Kenefick
was a decorated railroader, having
worked for not only Union Pacific, but
also Denver & Rio Grande Western,
New York Central, and Penn Central.
Kenefick returned to Union Pacific
employment after serving this group
of roads, serving as vice president,
and then becoming president of the
company in 1971. John Kenefick retired
in 1986, and was chairman of the board
for Union Pacific.

The Models

The first high point of this release is
the box your models come packaged
in; Kato always does a fantastic job of
creating these sets. The presentation
case looks great, and fits nicely on a
shelf, without being big and bulky. The
box is slim, and features literature with
all kinds of facts about the prototypes
and the set itself. The foam inner tray

holds the seven N-scale reproductions,
includes bagged coupler trip pins
(for modeler installation, if desired),
and two removable foam inserts are
provided. The blank space awaits your
Kato UP water tender models, so your
whole train is together in one box!
The models are stunning, and
each car is unique and based on a
UP prototype. Each car is accurate
in paint and artwork, with clean
crisp lines between colors and sharp
striping and lettering. The flag car is
well done; however, I spotted a slight
bit of yellow around the lip of each
side door. The trucks are molded
plastic and presented in silver, like
the prototype’s painted trucks. I find
molded plastic can appear a bit flat
for something as flashy as this type of
car. This can be fixed by disassembling
the trucks and spraying them with
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Below: UPP 5769 is a baggage-recreation car in
the road’s excursion fleet. Kato’s UPP 5779
(above) is the fleet’s museum car, and rides on
six-axle trucks versus the four-axle trucks of
5769. — Shane T. Mason photo

your preferred silver paint before
reassembling them on the cars. I did
this, was pleased with the results, and
recommend this for those wanting to
enhance this set.

Kato tooled its power car to match
UPP 207, and almost every detail
appears on the miniature. The N-scale
model features tons of molded-on
details, such as numerous vents and
mesh surrounding the diesel’s engines,
and rooftop walkway detail. One of
the things that makes this set pop is
the detail added to the underside of
all the models. Each example shows
storage boxes, tanks, and piping you
would see while standing trackside,
molded right into the frame. They
not only look great, but also reduce
the chance of knocking detail parts off
during operation. For those, like me,
who prize operation characteristics



—————

Above and Right: Kato’s UP Excursion Set includes
seven fully assembled N-scale passenger car mod-
els. All are equipped with smooth-rolling metal
wheels and Kato’s own knuckle coupler. The models
include interiors and flush-fitting clear windows.

equally with detail, this design is
a happy compromise between “too
fragile to run and handle” and “too
plain-looking to impress.” The power
car comes equipped with correct two-
and three-axle trucks on each end to
support the weight of the equipment
onboard. This may seem curious, but
check prototype pictures and you’ll
see this setup is accurate. The crew
car has stainless steel fluting along the
sides of the car, just like the prototype,
and reproduces one of only a couple
of this style remaining in UP’s fleet.
The museum car rides on three-axle
trucks, has good molded-on detail,
and the big flag decal down both sides
of the car make Kato’s model just like
the real car. The pair of dome cars
(UPP 7001 and 8008) features most of
the same molded-on details, and both
domes appear to match the floor plans
posted on Union Pacific’s website
for each car’s interior, with two- and
four-seat tables on the corresponding
sides of the car and up in the dome-
diner section. Bringing up the rear
of this train is a well-done business

car model with a combination of
molded-on and separately applied
details. The interior is molded to
match the floor plan on UP’s website,
including the large conference table
in the rear of the car. The exterior of
the car is covered in rivet and panel
details, added parts like rooftop
walkway grabs, GPS dome, and rear
fence around the back deck of the car.
Kato equips this business car with
a circuit board to provide working
end-of-train marker lights. I've had
several friends who pursue HO scale
say how much they wish Kato made
this business car in 1:87.

Operation

My absolute favorite part about
Kato passenger cars is the free-rolling
characteristic these models possess.
Kato passenger cars are some of the
best in N scale (or any scale for that
matter) when it comes to well-tuned
wheel/truck assemblies. All seven
cars almost feel weightless, when
pushed by hand, and most any power
you place ahead of this train should
be able to pull this set with little effort.
The models weight about an ounce
each.

The cars are equipped with brass
tabs in the trucks and connected
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Above: Reproducing the prototypes, you'll find a Below: UP 4141, now displayed at the George H.W.
mix of smooth-side and fluted-side bodies among  Bush Presidential Library & Museum (bush41.org),
the group of seven plastic passenger car models in ~ was on the point of the funeral train carrying the late
Kato’s N-scale boxed set. president in late 2018. — Shane T. Mason photo
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Above: Looking for a unique dining experience
with the endorsement of a Hollywood star and U.S.
president? In the 1950s, Ronald Reagan pro-
moted UP’s “Domeliners” in company advertising
(inset above). Union Pacific’'s dome-diner is a
great recommendation. This set includes dome-
diner “City of Portland” as one of two ACF-built
dome cars in the seven-car release.

Below: Union Pacific’s restored 4-8-8-4 “Big Boy”
braves chilly, rainy weather on a run west across
Wyoming in September 2019. Kato’s UP Excursion
Car Set will help you recreate exciting scenes and
special trips. Kato’s line includes N-scale water
tenders and the company offers an SD70ACe
diesel locomotive to protect your schedule.
— Tony Cook photo

through the frame to support car
lighting (available from Kato sepa-
rately asits 11-211/212 LED upgrade
kits). The models come equipped
with Kato’s knuckle couplers that
usually operate well with other
N-scale couplers, though some may
find some struggle when mated
Micro-Trains (micro-trains.com)
knuckle couplers... specifically
navigating curves. My check of the
seven cars in this set found all within
specifications of NMRA (nmra.org)
standards for coupler height and
wheels/axles correctly gauged.

Conclusion

This set is a “must have” for N-scale
Union Pacific modelers, regardless
of what era you model. It is a great
collector set reproducing UP’s heritage
fleet and deserves a place on your
shelf. For operators, I suggest this set
to congest your system and mess with
your dispatcher during operation
sessions, as your designated dispatcher
tries to get those VIPs across the system
with few delays. Kato’s N-scale Union
Pacific Excursion Set is sure to turn
heads anywhere it runs. [ZEI
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Below: It seems wrong to hide Union Pacific’s
“Kenefick” business car in a consist, versus placing
it on the end of an excursion train; however, it does
happen. Here’s “Kenefick” mixed among other cars
passing through Kansas City, Mo. — Shane T. Mason
photo

Above: A highlight in this stellar seven-car collection
is Kato’s open-platform “Kenefick” business car
model. The car includes accurate interior detail, wip-
ers molded on the rear windows, and separately
applied railing with UP shield. This car includes
factory-installed end red marker lights (inset on right).
All models in this set can be converted to offer illu-
mination with Kato’s separately sold lighting kits.
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Union Pacific Wood-Side Passenger Cars
from PIKO America in G scale
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UNION PACIFIC

Review by Justin Sobeck & Son
PIKO America G-scale

Wood Combine
Union Pacific 1922 “Platte River”
38655

Drovers Caboose
Union Pacific 1953 “Sherman Hill”
38656

PIKO America
pikoamerica.com

esplendent in Union Pacific’s
R(UP) classic Armour Yellow,

Leaf Brown, and red accents,
the wood-side combine and drovers
caboose are Piko America’s newest
additions to its G-scale lineup. Dating
from the post transcontinental railroad
era (1870s), these wooden cars are a
likely hybrid of prototypes and scale,
but end up being attractive and pro-
portionate in their own right, as model
offerings. G scale is made up of a few
different scales that use the same gauge
track (space between the railheads) to
represent a variety of equipment. These
cars scale out to be around 1:27. The
short length would indicate a narrow
gauge feel, as they can reliably operate
on a four-foot or “R-1” loop of G-scale
track, with their provided hook-and-
loop couplers. Both cars have an early
wood-beam passenger-style truck with

bolted steel pedestals, drop equalizers,
and elliptical springs. PIKO provides
its combine with plastic wheelsets,
while its drovers caboose has metal
wheels with pick-ups, and working
track-powered marker lamps on the
rear.

Produced in Germany, the models
feature full interior detail, that is
ready to be lit with Piko’s separately
available lighting kit, and functioning
baggage doors. The molding, paint,
lettering, and assembly is extremely
clean and crisp all around, and these
cars are robust enough to live outside if
necessary. The Combine, UP 1922, was
named “Platte River” for a waterway
which flows through Nebraska, fed
by the North Platte and South Platte
Rivers in Wyoming and Colorado, to
the Missouri River. PIKO’s drovers
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Above and Below: PIKO America’s G-scale wood-
side passenger cars come fully assembled and
decorated, ready for use or display. The models
include clear window material and interior detail.
There is a collection of vintage advertising (like this
poster below) on UP’s website (up.com).
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Above: This view of Union Pacific combine car
“Platte River” shows the baggage door in open
position. On both releases, you’ll find a working
baggage door. The models are built with compo-
nents made to weather outdoor elements, and
decoration is resistant to fading.

caboose, UP 1953, carries the name
“Sherman Hill,” after the summit in
Wyoming where Union Pacific’s main
line crosses the Continental Divide at
a bit more than 8,000 feet above sea
level. I appreciate PIKO’s concern to
find names that reflect and represent
the territory, towns, and rivers that
comingle along each road’s route.
Unique in that it was used as a mixed
accommodation car, on low-density
branch lines, the drovers caboose had
space for less-carload goods, company
materials, crew, and passengers — or,
as intended, for the drovers who
accompanied and tended to livestock
bound for market.

Both cars roll extremely well, and
weigh between two and three pounds
each (metal wheelsets, pick-up, and
lighting gear making up the differ-

Facing Page and Right: The interior layout (facing
page) of PIKO America’s G-scale drovers caboose
includes a plastic insert with seating, divider be-
tween passsenger area and storage, and simulated
wood-plank floor. Note the pair of black plastic
stoves included to keep things warm. The models
include clear window material. These G-scale plas-
tic models include many details and feature an
eye-catching finish. There are additional wood-side
passenger cars in PIKO’s line, and this equipment
would be ideal to operate with the company’s 2-6-0
Mogul steam locomotive (inset above center).

ences). The models should present no
issue for the hefty Piko 2-6-0 mogul
steam locomotive to transverse any
G-scale layout. PIKO also offers a
baggage car and coach in this series of
wooden passenger cars, and in a variety
of attractive schemes - Colorado &
Southern, Denver & Rio Grande West-
ern, New York Central, Pennsylvania
Railroad, Santa Fe, Union Pacific (our
samples as shown), and White Pass
& Yukon. These cars can fit several
eras; the late 1800s era of westward
expansion, early 1900s narrow gauge,
and even more modern tourist lines
with vintage equipment. [
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Review by Aaron Adams
Model Photos by Tony Cook

Walthers Proto HO-scale
standard DC

FP7 diesel locomotive
Amtrak

920-49514, MSRP: $189.98

Wm. K. Walthers
800-4TRAINS
walthers.com

hen Amtrak took over most
U.S. passenger trains in
1971, it inherited a plethora

of passenger locomotives and rolling
stock from the Class 1 railroads that
previously operated those trains.
Most railroads kept their newest
locomotives to be reassigned for
freight trains, such as Southern Pa-
cific’s SDP45s, Burlington Northern’s
(former Great Northern) SDP40s, and
The Milwaukee Road’s FP45s, leaving
Amtrak with older diesel power

Amtrak Power
Walthers Proto HO-scale FP7 Debuts

4

consisting of Electro Motive-Division
(EMD) E- and F-units. Amtrak would
use these secondhand locomotives
for its first several years of operation
until it could acquire new locomo-
tives like its SDP40F and F40PH.
Just in time for the carrier’s 50th
anniversary, Walthers has offered a
newly tooled Proto-series EMD FP7 in
Amtrak’s Phase I paint scheme, a great
representation of early motive power
that worked the passenger service in
the 1970s.
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An F-unit for Amtrak

This HO-scale FP7 model represents
ex-Southern Pacific 6450, one of 14 FP7s
acquired by Amtrak. Southern Pacific
purchased 16 FP7s from EMD, with
6450 being built in February 1953. At
first glance, this FP7 appears identical
to an F7A; however, it is actually four
feet longer than a standard F7A to
accommodate larger water tanks. These
water tanks increased the capacity
of the locomotive’s steam generator,
which was used for heating passenger
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Facing Page: The unique snowplow pilot and roof-
top icebreaker bars (located between the cab and
dynamic brake fan) make it easy to identify the
prototype FP7’s original buyer, Southern Pacific.

cars. This increased capacity made
the FP7 better suited for passenger
service than F7As equipped with steam
generators. Amtrak’s 14 ex-SP FP7s
were renumbered 110 through 123,
following Amtrak’s standard F7s, and
SP 6450 would become Amtrak 114.
Amtrak 114 was repainted in Am-
trak’s eye-catching Phase I paint
scheme around 1973. The Platinum
Mist body, red nose, and large red-and-
blue “pointless arrow” logo helped
communicate a unified image across
Amtrak’s ragtag, secondhand fleet,
bringing an end to the “rainbow era”
of early Amtrak. Amtrak’s passenger
rolling stock received a variation of
this scheme with a band around the
windows with equal red and blue
stripes, a small white stripe, and the
pointless arrow logo at the ends of the
band. These 14 FP7s saw use across
the U.S., but frequently remained on
former home turf pulling the successor
trains to former Southern Pacific routes,
like Amtrak’s Coast Starlight or Sunset
Limited. FP7 114’s career at Amtrak

Above: Amtrak 113 shows off the passenger carrier’s Phase | livery on this former Southern Pacific
FP7. Trailing power on this Sunset Limited consist includes a pair of FP7s decked out in “Bloody Nose”
decoration. The train is at its eastern terminus of New Orleans, La., in late sumer 1973. — Jim Asplund
photo, Kevin EuDaly collection

Above: The ice breakers on the roof are standout
features for this HO-scale FP7 diesel locomotive
release. Living up to the well-established Proto
name, this model includes separate wire handrails,
grab irons, and lift rings. Note the inclusion of the
backup light fixture on the upper left side of the unit’s
back end. Across the base of the rear section, you'll
see MU hoses present (below grab irons) on each
side of the access door, and a coupler cut lever.
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Above: See-through, etched-metal grilles appear
on the upper sides of this HO-scale FP7. Check out
the whip-style antenna, air horn cluster, and grab
irons over the cab (in addition to the eye-catching
ice breakers). The skirting is semi-removed, as per
prototype for this late-era F-unit’s appearance.

By-The-Numbers

EMD FP7
Walthers Proto
HO 1:87 « Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ozs @ Full Slip)

Pull + LocoWt = Efficiency
4.0 18 22.2%
Above and Below: Walthers provides a plastic cab interior insert, mounted to the die-cast metal frame,
Volts Amps  Scale MPH e red emergoney indicator abiity. umber boards are uminatad, and the backup ight
1.8 .04 35 is functional.
6.5 .06 36.8

12.0

.08 73.0

Facing Page: Compare the prototype views pro-
vided with this review’s shots of Walthers’ new Proto
FP7 diesel locomotive. F-units in later years re-
ceived many modifications; Walthers does a good
job representing the look of a 1970s FP7 in Amtrak
service.
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Above: Before Amtrak, all three of these EMD units
were Southern Pacific roster members. SP was okay
parting with an FP7 (like Amtrak 113 on the point),
but retained its six-axle SDP45s, though they still
found some people-hauling assignments, as this
June 1973 view confirms. — Peter Arnold photo,
Kevin EuDaly collection

would prove to be fairly short, as it
was retired by Amtrak in October 1975;
some of its sisters would last a few
more years before meeting a similar
fate.

More Than Another F-Unit

The latest Proto locomotive offering,
this FP7 joins Walthers’ existing Proto
and Mainline F-units. This is the
first new-tooling Proto locomotive
in several years, with the previous
new model being the manufacturer’s
Phase II EMD GP35 in 2017. Its re-
lease coincides with Walthers” The
Milwaukee Road Twin Cities Hiawatha
name train, but several road names
are included beyond Milwaukee. This

run includes Amtrak, Southern Pacific
(gray-and-red “bloody nose” scheme),
Pennsylvania Railroad (single-stripe
Brunswick Green), Southern Railway
(black, white, and gold scheme), and
Soo Line (maroon with Dulux Gold).
Multiple road numbers are available
for each road name, and Walthers
produced A-B set offerings (which
include a matching livery F7B). There
are six Amtrak FP7 road numbers in
this run, three DC models and three
with Digital Command Control (DCC)
and sound; two numbers are part of
FP7A/F7B sets. This model bears a
strong resemblance to Walthers’ exist-
ing Proto and Mainline F7A. The shape
of the nose and windshield appear to
be identical to past Walthers F7s. Like
Walthers” other F-unit offerings, this
FP7 has see-through rooftop fans with
visible, silver-colored fan blades, and
see-through, etched-metal side grilles
with car body openings and bracing

behind them. As expected from a fully
detailed model, separately applied grab
irons and lift rings come installed on
the rendering. Other separately applied
parts include etched-metal sun visors,
clear-plastic wind deflectors, front and
rear air hoses, and see-through steps
mounted below the cab doors and
side access doors. Also included is a
cab interior featuring painted engineer
and conductor figures. The Phase I
paint scheme is well-represented with
colors matching Amtrak’s paint scheme
and logo guide, and the pad-printed
lettering, such as the tiny “FUEL FILL”
labeling above the fuel tank filler cap,
is crisp and very legible.

Walthers has tooled detail variations
for its HO-scale FP7 to accommodate
the six road names produced in
this initial run. Like the prototype,
several road-specific details make
this model easily identifiable as a
former Southern Pacific locomotive.
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Above: As noted in this review, this HO-scale
Amtrak FP7 release presents a roster member
originally in Southern Pacific service. Watch for Vic
Roseman’s review of the recent Walthers Proto
Southern Pacific FP7, coming in MODEL RAILROAD
NEws.

A snowplow pilot and rooftop icebreak-
ers for service over mountain passes are
unique to the FP7s built for SP; you'll
also find front lift rings above the pilot.
The icebreakers were added by SP
sometime later in its ownership of these
locomotives to break icicles from tunnel
portals in mountainous areas, and they
remained installed until Amtrak retired
these FP7s. The model’s icebreakers
are quite sturdy and made of photo-
etched metal parts. The air horn is also
road-specific, a Nathan M5 mounted
above the engineer’s side of the cab. As
a former Southern Pacific locomotive,
this model includes partial side skirting
along the sill in front of the fuel tank,
and a frame-mounted equipment box
behind the front truck. Since these FP7s
are prototype specific, some other road
names produced have full skirting or no
skirting, and an empty space behind the
front truck instead of an equipment box.
Additionally, while Walthers” Amtrak
models include a dynamic brake fan
behind the cab, some models in this
run are represented without dynamic
brakes when appropriate. The upper
front headlight is a unique triangle
configuration with a red, single beam
emergency light on top and a dual-beam
headlight on the bottom. The upper
headlight is functional, as is the lower
headlight, but the red emergency light
is non-operating. The rear backup light
is functional.

Our sample is DCC-ready and
includes a 21-pin decoder plug for
installation of your choice of decoder
to go digital, or operation on standard
DC direct from the box. The FP7s with
DCC include ESU’s LokSound 5. All
lighting on this model uses LEDs, which
present realistic warm-white color.
Both the upper and lower headlights
illuminate when the model is running
forward on DC power and the rear
backup light illuminates in reverse.
The number boards are illuminated by
LEDs. Impressively, the top headlight
has a flashing mars light effect when
operating on DC power, a feature
apparently built into the DCC jumper
board. The drivetrain on this model
is the usual quiet and powerful drive
expected from a modern Walthers
locomotive and should be well-suited
for pulling HO passenger equipment.

Final Thoughts About This F-Unit

Walthers” newest model in the Proto
locomotive line is a great addition to the
existing F-unit models from the company.
This batch of road names leaves plenty of
room for future runs. Some potential
options for future paint schemes include
two major purchasers of FP7s, Atlantic
Coast Line and Louisville & Nashville,
but I'd personally love to see Northern
Pacific’s two FP7s in the striking Loewy
two-tone green scheme. Early Amtrak
is an interesting era in railroading, and
Walthers has captured a small piece of it
with this locomotive. [T
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Suggested Reading

Fifty Years of

Amtrak
Trains

A Comprehensive Survey of Every Amtrak Route Since 1971

Coming later this year, Fifty Years of Amtrak
Trains by Bruce Goldberg and David C. Warner
will celebrate the first half-century of Amtrak with
a 256-page, hardcover survey of every route the
passenger carrier has operated since its 1971
inception. Amtrak FP7s are sure to be represented
among the pages of this coming White River
Productions release.

Amtrak - ==

By the Numbers

A Comprohensi

assenger Car and Motive Power Roste

For more information on Amtrak’s FP7s, other
motive power, and passenger cars, look for David
C. Warner and Elbert Simon’s Amtrak by the
Numbers: A Comprehensive Passenger Car and
Motive Power Roster - 1971-2011, in its coming
updated second edition in production from White
River Productions.
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Review HO and N

New GATX GP38-2 in Two Scales

Athearn Roundhouse HO and Bachmann N

Review by Tony Cook

Athearn Roundhouse HO-scale
GP38-2 diesel locomotive

with DCC

GATX Locomotive Group 2344
RND12626

Athearn Trains
888-959-2307
athearn.com

Bachmann N-scale

GP38-2 diesel locomotive

with DCC and Sound Value on Board
GATX Locomotive Group 2103
66853

Bachmann Trains
215-533-1600
bachmanntrains.com

here are two recent GP38-2 diesel
locomotive releases in the hobby
that offer either all-new tooling

or refined tooling and each effort
includes internal attributes of note.

In HO scale, Athearn Roundhouse
delivers a revised version of its Electro-

Motive Division (EMD) GP38-2 model,
which debuted in the mid-1980s as a
“blue box” kit. The N-scale GP38-2
reproduction presented features new
tooling and joins Bachmann’s catalog
for the first time.

EMD'’s Popular GP38-2

To state EMD’s four-axle GP38-2,
introduced in 1972 with the arrival of
the “Dash 2” series of motive power of-
ferings, was popular may be understat-
ing the case. From early 1972 through
mid-1986, EMD built more than 2,200
examples, which far outpaced this
model’s predessor GP38 (1972-1971)
total of a bit more than 700 examples. In
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Above: Decorated in contemporary GATX lease
service livery come GP38-2 diesel locomotive
models from Athearn Roundhouse in HO (top) and
Bachmann in N (above left). These are each note-
worthy releases for these companies for this four-
axle GP38-2.

the classic first- and second-generation
diesel era, this model ranks near the top
and was only bested in sales by GP9s
and SD40-2s (each with more than 4,000
sold).

This 2,000-hp unit was ideal for
many jobs on many railroads of various
sizes. Their durability and utility is
demonstrated by the longevity GP38-2s
enjoy in North American railroading.
With little effort, you'll find examples
built nearly 50 years ago still working
today. Over the years and through
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production variations at EMD there
are numerous examples for diesel
spotters to pick out different details
and modifications made in rebuilding
and upgrading projects.

General American’s GATX Loco-
motive Group is a division of the
company offering leasing for roads and
industries in need of motive power.
GATX’s fleet consists of more than
600 diesel locomotives. You can lease a
basic switcher (from SW1000s through
MP1500s), four-axle power like this
review’s GP38-2 and GP15s, GP38s, as
well as GP40s, and even six-axle SD60s.

GATX shows its GP38-2 fleet gener-
ally includes dynamic brakes (details
both these models possess) and varies
with respect to fuel tank capacity
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(these reproductions appear to feature
large or 3,600-gallon tanks). Given the
variety of jobs and range of customers
in the leasing market, you can find
a GATX locomotive in a consist of a
Class 1 or working for an industry as
a plant switcher. The units have GMTX
reporting marks with GATX lettering
on the nose and hoods.

The models presented in this review
represent a current look for two very
different GP38-2s. Athearn Round-
house’s GMTX 2344 began as Southern
Railway’s 5172 and was a late produc-
tion Phase I example built in mid-1976.
As was typical of Southern Railway
power, this GP38-2 came equipped
with a high short hood. The unit kept
its road number and served Norfolk

Above: This is the first time Bachmann has offered
a GP38-2 diesel locomotive release in its N-scale
line. The model comes fully assembled and includes
DCC “Sound Value on Board.”

Southern (NS) in the 1980s and later.
Reference information shows a trip to
Altoona, Pa., in 2018 saw the cab and
nose modified to present this current
low-hood appearance. Bachmann’s
GMTX 2103 appears to have heritage
dating to late 1967 and was a GP40
originally in Canadian National’s
roster as its 4017. If this ancestry is
accurate, this unit saw renumbering
by CN to 9317 and was rebuilt to a
GP38-2 and served Union Pacific for
a time as that road’s 884. Reference

Below: This HO-scale GP38-2 is part of the Athearn
Roundhouse line and aimed at the entry-level
model railroading enthusiast. The model comes
fully assembled with standard DC releases and a
version with non-sound DCC.

\ Locomotive Group
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By-The-Numbers

EMD GP38-2
Athearn Roundhouse
HO 1:87 « Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ounces at Full Slip)

Pull + LocoWt =
2.8 13

Efficiency
21.5%

Factory DCC
NCE D16MTC (5240156)

Throttle Setting Scale MPH
Min 8.5
Mid 67.3

Top 89
Audio (Average Decibels)

Motor 55.6

images clearly show the remains of
Canadian spotting features, including
capped class lights above the number
boards up front and the signature
high-mount vertical twin headlight
over the number boards on the rear
end. By 2018, this unit had undergone
some additional shopwork and lost its
nose headlight and received the black
with blue livery matching Bachmann'’s
model.

As you see from this information,
GATX units may seem like just a
“leaser Geep” when you're trackside
watching trains, but there’s much
to investigate and some surprises to
discover in the lineage of this fleet.

Below: This model has seen some upgrades over
the years. The flexible handrails, separate wire grab
irons, LED lights, improved coupler design, and
revised pilot faces are all present in this 2021 pro-
duction. The model comes with plastic McHenry
scale-head knuckle couplers.

'GAX Locomotive Group

www.gatxlocomotives.com

Above: What's inside is very different for this re-
lease of this long-serving HO-scale GP38-2. The
drive includes a circuit board; this review model
includes the factory option of a DCC decoder
installed in the 21-pin socket.

Athearn Roundhouse GP38-2

I don’t know how many “blue box”
GP38-2s I bought and built from the
time of the model’s 1985 arrival in the
hobby until the the late 1990s, but I
recall several. This offering was one
of the earliest converts from blue box
to Athearn’s Ready To Roll series, and
started there in the 2000s as a very basic
entry in the line. The special livery
Burlington Northern 2085 “Pacific
Pride II” GP38-2 was one of the first
Ready To Roll releases. Within a
few years, Athearn added separately
applied wire grab irons to the nose
and rear and the rounded rail behind
the rear radiator fan on the roof. The
model was certainly enhanced, but
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GMTX
2344

2344

Above: This hobby veteran got a makeover for front and rear pilots for this latest offering, in addition to
receiving an NCE-made DCC decoder as an option. The pilot faces are very basic (GATX on right) and
ready for the hobbyists to add details to create a variety of looks. Compare the new pilots with an early
2000s Athearn Ready To Roll GP38-2 release (Burlington Northern on left) and make your own judgment

on this revision.

remained firmly planted in its “blue
box” roots with a drive mechanism
that was not Digital Command Control
(DCC) friendly. This version dropped
the plastic U-shape coupler covers
for screw-mount (from the top of the
frame) couplers and the four tabs
remained inside the shell and snapped
into the die-cast metal chassis (never
a favorite design of mine). In both
these incarnations, the area below the
coupler on the pilots was an open slot.
This design enabled the plastic shell to
snap over the drive and dealing with
coupler removal was not necessary...
though it did leave a large shaft below
the couplers open in a non-prototypical
fashion.

Enter this latest GP38-2 revision,
now a member of the Athearn Round-
house line, the pilots are revised,
the coupler design improved, and
the drive mechanism is not only
DCC-ready but there are silent DCC
versions offered with NCE-made
(ncedcc.com) decoder, and the lighting
is now done with LEDs. For an entry
level HO diesel, these enhancements
are all welcome. The model without
DCC carries a $144.98 suggested retail

price and with an NCE DCC decoder
lists for $179.98. This first production
provided Amtrak (yes, they own a few
rebuilt GP38s used as switchers and
work-train power), BNSF (blue and
white), Helm HLCX leaser (brown
with white lettering), and this review’s
blue and black GATX. Multiple road
numbers were produced for each road
name.

The performance, using a Digitrax
(digitrax.com) Zehpyr DCS 52 system,
was adequate with a good degree of
motor noise throughout its range of
speed. The decoder is NCE’s D16MTC,
providing six funciton options, which
this basic model comes nowhere near
using up, allowing for add-on features
(such as ditch lights or cab beacon with
no worries about having to switch to
a more elaborate decoder). The model
is equipped with twin flywheels,
though I found it started and stopped
abruptly and the low-end crawl
couldn’t be done slower than about
8 mph. I was curious and switched
over to a Toth Electronics Loco-Power
SVA-20 standard DC pack to see how
this GP38-2 would fare. I measured
a top speed (12 volts to the rails) of
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72 mph and 11 mph on the low end
(with the mechanism springing to life
at about 5.5 volts to the rails). Check
the provided By The Numbers section
(page 64) for pulling power and other
findings.

I was looking forward to this pilot
upgrade. This GP38-2 and Athearn’s
former “blue box” GP40-2, GP50,
and GP60 (all now in the Athearn
Roundhouse collection) featured this
open-bottom pilot design and this revi-
sion might be anticipated to cross over
to those other Geeps. I found the flat,
smooth surface of the new pilot a bit
plain. I appreciate it's an ideal canvas
for adding differing detail to recreate
these long-serving GP38-2s from early
1970s looks to the present; however, it
just looked a bit too basic for my tastes.
While I'm all for models with room to
grow, I think you can get basic enough
that the lack of detail can become a
liability. I'm eager to hear from readers
who are taking this release to a higher
level with craftsman-level projects...
maybe those hobbyists welcome this
change more than a collector like me.
Needless to say, though I'm saying it
anyway... as a collector, this is another
variation and was a “must have” for
my archive of Athearn models.

The change to LED lighting and the
inclusion of DCC for the mechanism is
without question a positive direction
for this model. The revised couplers
with the screw accessed from the
bottom of the unit (necessary now
with no way to slide the shell off the
drive with full pilots) is great. Taking
this locomotive apart for inspection
was a breeze. You remove the screws
and coupler pockets from each end of
the model and the plastic shell easily
slides off the chassis. The LEDs are
wired to the circuit board and tether
the mechanism and shell together.
There are two lines running to each end
of the unit to supply individual LEDs
in the light openings. The output was
a clean white and strong illumination
that I felt looked very good.

This is a later Phase I body with the
extended paper-type filters on the ra-
diator grilles, but not over to the Phase
IT appearance with an anticlimber pilot
and other details that came into being
after 1977. This is good entry-level
effort today, as it always has been.
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Bachmann's GP38-2

I believe this year, I've had more
positive emails regarding Bachmann
releases than I can remember in my 10
years with MopEeL RairoaD NEws. The
HO-scale Siemens Charger release (see
May 2021’s MRN) and now this all-new
N-scale GP38-2 have had many readers
responding with positive comments
and inquiring if I'd seen that new
Bachmann locomotive. Yes, I have
on both counts... the HO Charger is a
beauty (new variations of this unit are
coming from Bachmann) and this new
GP38-2 for N scale is another winner.

Perhaps due to it being the first time
Bachmann has offered a GP38-2 in its
N-scale line, this four-axle new-tooling
release has outshown the line’s other
four-axle Geep of similar appearance.
Bachmann’s N-scale GP40 (with the
line in various versions since the

company launched into 1:160 in the
late 1960s) recently received a new
body shell and the company’s DCC
“Sound Value on Board” feature. I
was impressed by its appearance and
you'll read a combination review of
Bachmann’s latest N-scale GP40 and
this new N-scale GP38-2 from MRN’s
Justin Sobeck in the near future. With
that more in-depth review coming, I'll
simply introduce this new addition to
Bachmann’s line with some basics to
whet your appetite.

The tooling represents an early
GP38-2. Going by the screened radia-
tor grille section, I would spot this as
a Phase I from the early days (1972
and just after) of EMD’s long running
production of this four-axle unit. As
done with the recent new-tooling
GP40, Bachmann offers this N-scale
GP38-2 with dynamic brakes and

Above: This Athearn HO model’s separate parts
include flexible handrails surrounding the locomo-
tive, air horn on the cab roof, brake section on the
long hood, cab window inserts, and clear lenses in
the lights on front and back. As some did, this GP38-
2 rides on standard Blomberg trucks (this GATX unit
began as a GP40 in the 1960s and these trucks are
accurate representations).

without this detail on the long hood.
For this first production, dynamic
brake detail is present on BNSF (Heri-
tage I livery), CSX (early YN1 scheme
with yellow nose), and this review’s
GATXrelease. The non-dynamic brake
GP38-2 in the group is an Armour
Yellow Union Pacific release and this
will be included in Justin’s review I
mentioned.

Below: GATX 2322 shows another and similar
scheme for the leasing service’s GP38-2s. This
example, captured in Wisconsin with a Wisconsin
& Southern Geep, began its life as a Penn Central
unit (8023) built in 1972. — Andy Dorsch photo
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B he-Numbers

EMD GP38-2
Bachmann

N 1:160 * Type: Diesel Locomotive

Pull Power (Ounces at Full Slip)

Pull + LocoWt = Efficiency
0.5 2.8 17.8%
Factory DCC
SoundTraxx Econami
Throttle Setting Scale MPH
Min 1.1
Mid 82.6
Top 94 .1

Audio (Average Decibels)
Motor 63.1
Motor and Sound 74.5

Left: Your MODEL RAILROAD NEwsS team is devel-
oping an enhanced version of this publication’s
long-serving “By-The-Numbers” data presentation.
This review features the new presentation, which
includes information on the manufacturer of DCC
electronics and the system employed, and mea-
surement of the audio (both drive motor and the
mechanism with factory-level setting for audio
outupt, if applicable). Please drop us an email or
post on the magazine’s Facebook with your
thoughts and feedback.

Below: The Athearn Roundhouse HO-scale
GP38-2 comes in a cardboard window-display box
with the locomotive model cradled in clear plastic
inserts. Bachmann’s N-scale GP38-2 comes in the
familiar clear plastic “jewel case” packaging of
other 1:160 offerings from the company, with the
locomotive model snugly residing in a clear base
insert with lid.

SNox!
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Above: The shell for Bachmann’s N-scale GP38-2
slides off the mechanism and no screws or couplers
need be removed. This view shows the electronics
board and LED lights (front and rear). This diesel
locomotive model comes with DCC and Bachmann’s
“Sound Value on Board” system.

As with its N-scale GP40, Bach-
mann’s DCC and audio comes from
a SoundTraxx (soundtraxx.com) Ec-
onami unit, which offers up the basics
for digital operation and digital sound
output.

Conclusion

Both GP38-2 models checked out
fine with respect to coupler height and
wheels were in gauge. There is always
a call for a value-priced locomotive
and these two releases deliver more
than basics, thanks to the electronics
included in them. [I51
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Tier 4 Belle is Ready for the Ball

ScaleTrains.com KCS ET44AC in N scale

Review by Justin Sobeck

ScaleTrains.com N-scale
Rivet Counter series
with DCC and sound
ET44AC diesel Locomotive
Kansas City Southern 5001
Veterans Day Salute scheme
SXT32044

ScaleTrains.com
844-9TRAINS
scaletrains.com

caleTrains.com’s release for its
Spopular General Electric (GE)
ET44 GEVO series diesel locomo-
tives in N scale came with updated ESU

Sound and Digital Command Control
(DCQ).

The Prototype

To meet increasingly stringent
emissions regulations set forth by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), GE and other locomotive
builders find themselves pushing the
envelope of technology. Since the early
2000s, when EPA “Tier” emissions
standards were first rolled out, research

has led to innovation and refinement to
reach Tier 4. Based on the locomotives’
graduated date of manufacture, the
highest and most stringent level is Tier
4, which established maximum allow-
able NOx and hydrocarbon emissions
thresholds for locomotives built for
domestic use from 2015 onward.
Featuring the same 12-cylinder
GEVO-12 series prime mover produc-
ing 4,400-hp as its predecessors, the
ET44 is available with a few variants:
AC, C4 (four live axles with weight
distribution), AH (extra ballast for
additional tractive effort), and DC.
Given the changes necessary to the
radiator and engine cabs to house Tier
4 components, the overall look of the
ET44 can trace its family lineage back to
GE’s C40-8W of the late 1980s. Nearly
all U.S. Class 1 carriers have invested in
Tier 4 units: BNSF, Canadian National,
CSX Transportation, Norfolk Southern,
Union Pacific, Kansas City Southern
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Above: Kansas City Southern 5001 is one of six
road numbers (5000, 5010, 5013, 5022, and 5024
were also produced) decked out in this attractive
“Belle” heritage livery. The fully assembled N-scale
GEVO ET44AC includes road-accurate features
including correct PTC antenna farm details on the
cab roof and no grab iron present on the right front
nose (both details done specifically for this release
by ScaleTrains.com).

(KCS), and even some heavy industrial
users.

Part of a 25-unit order, KCS 5001
(serial number 65919) was finished in
January 2019 at GE/Wabtech’s new
facility near Justin, Texas, and tips
the scale with an in-service weight of
432,000 pounds or 196 metric tons. Re-
splendently painted in KCS’ attractive
“Belle” heritage colors featuring silver,
Brunswick Green, and red, with yellow
trim and accents, the classic scheme
was revived by former KCS President
Michael Haverty in the mid-2000s and
stands out as the most intricate of any
Class 1 in operation today.



The Model

The excitement of getting a package
from ScaleTrains.com ranks among the
simple pleasures of life. Your purchase
is well packaged, there will be candy in
the shipping box, and you can’t wait to
open up the model, check it out, and
get it on the rails. Bright and bold box
artwork and labels have your attention
as you slice through the factory sealed
sticker and pry the lid off, revealing the
prize nestled in the foam and plastic
inserts. Skillfully designed to minimize
contact and damage to the locomotive,
a matte plastic sheet provides an
additional anti-scuff barrier to keep the
locomotive from moving in the inserts.
In all my 27 years of modeling N scale,
I never dreamed of being able to get
a unit this detailed in ready-to-run
format, let alone with sound and DCC!

Asnoted, the dark color of the road’s
scheme is not black, but Brunswick
Green, and I feel that ScaleTrains.com
rendered it perfectly on our sample
of KCS 5001. Often debated given its
proximity to black, Brunswick Green
pairs well with earthy reds and rusts,
which must have inspired the original
design of the railroad’s Southern Belle
scheme. I learned about this personally
in 2007, while doing some work for
KCS on their business train equipment;
their paint formula is literally 10 parts
black to one part chrome yellow. This
creates just enough difference to be
visible on an overcast day when clean,
and especially when touched up with
gloss black paint. The various colors are
applied in a crisp and opaque manner,
with clean separation lines and a satin
finish that is good for a new appearance
or the perfect base coat to weather
from. ScaleTrains.com goes the extra
mile to verify and recreate all the vari-
ous safety and warning labels that are
necessary on modern locomotives, and
this aspect of their models is certainly
elevated to a high art. It should also be
noted that isn’t consistent across each
road name, as there is proprietary or
even bilingual signage or graphics in
the case of Canadian National units in
this same release.

The model comes equipped with
ScaleTrain.com’s improved semi-scale
type-E knuckle coupler, which does not
have magnetic uncoupling capability,
but does interact and run well with

Above: KCS 5016 is one of 25 examples (5000—
5024) of General Electric’s latest Tier 4-compliant
ET44AC diesel locomotives, which came to the
railroad beginning in late 2018. This view shows off
the angled exhaust section just ahead of the radia-
tors on the long hood, and you see the PTC an-
tenna array features that differ between railroads

and even road numbers. — Daniel Johnson photo
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Above: ScaleTrains.com offers its N-scale ET44AC diesel locomotive model three ways: standard DC
version with DCC-ready electronics, DCC-equipped with silent or non-sound digital control, and this re-
view’s DCC-sound version with ESU’s LokSound V5 audio system. The model includes dual flywheels,
visible as the brass cylinders on each side of the drive motor in the center of the unit's heavy die-cast
chassis. The all-wheel drive and all-wheel electrical pickup make this a smooth and strong puller.
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Facing Page: GE-built KCS 5007 is paired with an
Electro-Motive Division SD70ACe on this stack
train crossing the Mississippi River at Vicksburg,
Miss., on the combined U.S. 80 highway and railroad
bridge. — Daniel Johnson photo

Right: KCS 5017 shows off its functioning ditch
lights, which are replicated on ScaleTrains.com’s
N-scale release with accurate style light fixtures on
the pilot equipped with LED illumination. — Daniel
Johnson photo
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couplers from other manufacturers.
Weighing in at four ounces, it pulled
30 mixed freight cars on my test layout
with ease, through Kato No. 4 and No. 6
switches, as well as reverse curves. The
fine profile wheelsets are chemically
darkened to a nice shade and reflect
the prototype’s 42-inch diameter. The
chassis features a die-cast base with
speaker space included for factory-
installed audio equipment or later

sound upgrades, and has a top bracket
that retains the motor, drive train, and
circuit board in place. This run of GEVOs
features ESU’s latest V5 LokSound
decoder, connected to the circuit board
via the NEM 662 or “Next 18” interface.
This makes later addition of sound much
easier, as the LokPilot decoder can be
swapped for a LokSound version, along
with installation of a speaker; both items
are available from ScaleTrains.com.

Above: ScaleTrains.com’s third production of its
Rivet Counter N-scale Tier 4 GEVOs included a
variety of road names with paint scheme variants
across the releases, in addition to accurate details
for each road name. Canadian National (CN) 3150
sports the road’s 100th anniversary panel decora-
tion on the long hood and up front is an Aboriginal
Affairs circle emblem. The run saw three CN road
numbers with the Aboriginal Affairs emblem and
ScaleTrains.com produced two CN road numbers
with standard “wet noodle” livery with website URL
below the white “CN” on the long hood.
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Above: GE’s GEVOs have been in use for several
years, but as with most motive power with a lon
production history, variations and/or phases
abound. ScaleTrains.com presents the Tier 4 angled
exhaust detail on the roofline of this model and
other accurate details. Note the piping running
above the trucks along the frame and check out the
many details on the pilot faces. This is a very well
appointed N-scale replica of this prototype.

I'm still enough of a sound newbie
that the apparent differences from
ESU’s LokSound V4-equipped ES44AH
that I have, when compared to this V5
equipped ET44AC, aren’t that notice-
able to me. Response to commands is
very similar on my Digitrax (digitrax.
com) Zephyr control system and
reprogramming the decoder to the
road number was very easy using the
direct mode. Seeking out some details
about the different epochs of decoders
on the ESU website (esu.eu/en/start/),
I found that the V5 offers a motor
current of 1.5 amps, along with four
additional load compensation/Back
EMF settings for optimal motor perfor-
mance. These enhancements, coupled
with the 5-pole skew-wound armature
motor that Scale Trains.com uses, allow
for amazing slow speed control. Aside
from the expanded motor control,
the additional functionality is also
available on the expanded sound and
lighting outputs of the decoder.

This model sounds fantastic at its
factory settings, at least to my ear,
and I look forward to learning more
about the decoder enhancements on
this unit. The horn file selected for
the unit captures the essence of the
prototype, along with the distinct

muffled exhaust when the engine is
throttled up. A host of other unit or
road-specific details that N scalers
are now fortunate to expect from
ScaleTrain.com’s Rivet Counter series
make this release a winner, and the fast
pace it took to “sold out” status backs
up this assertion.

In no specific order, but gleaned
from the release information of the
KCS 5000 series: this release possesses
the unique-to-KCS PTC antenna farm;
lacks the single grab iron on right front
of nose found on some GEVOs; has
current-production engine cab (long
hood) with angled exhaust compart-
ment roofline; front deck-mounted
operating ditch lights; lost-wax brass-
cast Nathan AirChime K5HLR2 horn
mounted on engine cab roof; nose
door with window; wide front and
rear end handrail profile; GE’s Hi-Ad
trucks with separately applied brake
cylinders, air plumbing, and shock
absorbers; and, dual fuel fills per side.
The PTC array on top of the cab means
that KCS 5001 can be a qualified leader
on many roads, and KCS power tends
to roam — we see them often outside
of St. Louis, Mo., on Union Pacific — so
excuses abound to justify foreign
power on your layout. I'm looking
forward to coupling it to my and my
son’s growing collection of various
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Kansas City Southern grain cars that
simulate the Distributed Power Unit
equipped grain shuttles that operate
from the Midwest to the Gulf ports
served by KCS.

A recent livestream Q&A with
Shane Wilson of ScaleTrains.com
indicates that there are more N-scale
locomotives in the pipeline. Their
fidelity to detail, coupled with the ESU
LokPilot and LokSound options, will
undoubtedly continue to make them
untouchable in the market of N-scale
releases. [LI1

Suggested Reading

F-—' Norfolk & Western's

F7 Survivors of the
19708

Amtrak EMD F4OPH

Phasa - Part One

~ Kansas City Southern
GEETAAACTA

Burlington Norther's
GP38Xs.

You'll find KCS’ Tier 4 GEVOs in the 2nd Quarter
2021 edition of Diesel Era magazine (shop.
whiteriverproductions.com).
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Northern Pacific’s Diesel Service Tank Car
from American Limited in HO scale

Review by Chris Atkins
Model Photos by Tony Cook

American Limited Models,
a division of San Juan Model Co.

HO-scale
GATC tank car

Northern Pacific (as delivered)
102015
ALM 1863

Northern Pacific (Interbay Wash.)
102040
ALM 1868

American Limited Models
americanlimitedmodels.com

merican Limited has

released a limited run

of Northern Pacific (NP)

company tank cars in HO
scale. The cars include road numbers
in the 1949 as-delivered paint scheme
and later Burlington Northern-era cars
that have been marked “ASSIGNED
TO MRL. MGR. INTERBAY WASH.”
This is an interesting addition to an
NP company car because the Interbay
yard in Seattle was a Great Northern
yard before the Burlington Northern
merger in 1970. NP collectors may
recognize this stenciling from D.L.

Zeutsher’s Febuary 12, 1988, photo of
NP 102023 taken at Helena, Mont., from
Todd Sullivan’s book NP Color Guide to
Freight and Passenger Equipment.

Prototype

By the end of the 1940s, Northern
Pacific was well on its way to dieseliza-
tion. Besides a large investment in
yard switch engines, NP had been
steadily replacing road steam with FT
sets from Electro-Motive Division. By
1949, the railroad reported 198 diesel
locomotives to augment its steadily
declining roster of 677 steam engines.
Roundhouses were augmented by
diesel engine service facilities. As
coaling towers became less used, diesel
tanks and pumps were added for NP’s
changing needs.

Diesel fuel was purchased from
one of several refineries served by the
railroad, like Farmers Co-op Refinery
in Laurel, Mont. The railroad owned a
small fleet of aging, riveted tank cars
of a few types that were being used to
carry diesel, but by 1949 management
saw a need to acquire modern, welded
tank cars for diesel service. An order
was placed with General American
Transportation Corporation (GATC)
for 50 tank cars with 16,000-gallon
(single-compartment specification)
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Above: Finely detailed, American Limited’s HO-
scale model offering is one of the finest examples
of this type of rolling stock ever produced. This is
the as-delivered Northern Pacific car.

capacity and 140,000-pound weight.

The cars were based on an order
of riveted tank cars GATC had filled
for Santa Fe designated Tk-N and
Tk-O classes by that railroad. NP’s
cars included a heater pipe and came
painted in the conservative road’s
standard black with white lettering. As
was common at the time, the cars came
with AB brakes and were delivered
on 70-ton ASF A-3 trucks. A copy
of 1954’s Official Railway Equipment
Register (Railway Equipment and
Publication Company) shows all 50
cars in company service. Arriving
across a few months in late 1949, the
fleet was assigned into a six-digit car
number series (102000-102049), which
was typical of freight cars placed in
company service.

Eventually, the welded GATC tank
cars aged, and fuel was delivered in
more modern cars. The tank cars were
generally placed in service to haul used
drain oil, indicated by stenciled letter-
ing on either side. By the late 1960s,
photos from the Pacific Northwest
Railroad Archive (pnrarchive.org)
show that cars in this series were
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marked “MWM” for “Maintenance of
Way Materials,” but there is also an
example of an “MWM” car marked for
“Fuel Additive.” NP company records
show that about half the series of 50
cars had been disposed of by 1987.
Most had worn out and were scrapped,
buta few were sold to private individu-
als. There’s nothing I located about cars
being sold to Montana Rail Link, the
road was created in 1988, but some
photo evidence shows cars on the
property after Dennis Washington’s
regional took over most of the historical
NP tracks across Montana and Idaho.

Models

I received two models for review.
One is in the original, as-delivered
paint and is marked as having a St.
Paul, Minn., reweigh in “9-67.” The
other car does not have a reweigh date,
but the inclusion of an ACI label and
note about Interbay yard suggest that
it is from the 1970s or 1980s. The more
modern car has cream-colored paint
applied around the dome to represent
anti-skid coating that was applied
where workers needed to stand. Both
cars come with placards warning of
flammable materials, and use the same
packed bearing trucks.

The cars come packaged in sharp
yellow boxes with American Limited
visible on all sides in a script font.
The box front has a clear window that
allows the car to be displayed on the
hobby shop shelf. On the sides are
all the current paint schemes with
Southern Pacific and Spokane, Portland
& Seattle on one side, and the two Santa
Fe cars as well as the BNSF fire car on
the other. One end describes the car and
includes the number and an NP monad

herald. On the back is a mechanical
drawing of the car with the actual
dimensions of the model in millimeters.
A plastic cradle protects the car and
allows for easy unpackaging.

The first thing I noticed is how sharp
the car looks with its etched-metal
walkways and platform. The paint
has a nice flat, even application, the
lettering is very crisp, and the gaps in
the stencil are visible, where visible
on the prototype. The placards are
well done in red with white lettering.
The couplers seem a little out of place
in their brown molded plastic color,
and the bright paint colors and clean
appearance of the model can really
use a coat of weathering to give it a
prototypical dirty look.
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Above: The cream section surrounding the dome
on this later era example represents a non-skid
protection applied for safety. This version includes
a multi-color ACI label and yellow wheel dot, which
place it in the 1970s and later service.

Below: Northern Pacific used its General American
tank cars of this type for hauling diesel fuel. This
model would be at home in a freight train consist or
parked at an engine facility. These were necessary
and useful cars that now can be easily obtained in
model form.
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The cars sit on 33-inch machined
metal wheels held by smooth plastic
ASF A-3 Ride Control trucks that are
very free rolling. Five springs are
visible on each side of the truck, and the
sideframes include great brake detail.
Each truck is secured by small Phillips
screws that make removal easy.

From the top, the standout feature is
the etched-metal safety tread walkways
and platforms. For many years, details
like this were not found on many
ready-to-run tank cars, and aftermarket
detail parts were only available for a
few “modern” freight cars. American
Limited has done a great job with these
features, and they are very durable and
expertly painted black.

The access hatch in the dome has very
nice bolt head detail and a separate wire
liftt handle. There are wire grabs on
either side of the dome, and a durable
handrail attached to very fine, styrene
stanchions around the midpoint of the
tank. The handrail ends meet under one
of the ladders.

There is not a line or seam on this
reproduction that is not an intended
weld line, chosen from close inspection
of surviving prototypes. There are no
visible mold-release imperfections or
extra lines present on the replica. The
welds all have a prototypical appear-
ance to them. Four individual bands
have been secured to represent the steel
straps that attach the tank to the frame
by way of highly detailed turnbuckles
at the end of each band.

The appropriate grabs have been
attached to each end, and the A-end
shows the heater pipe cap details, while
the B-end has a handbrake mounted
securely to a rigid brake staff. The stir-
rups at each corner are also very rigid
but appear to be a durable solution. A
wire cut lever and detailed, flexible air
hose are also included on each end.

Checking the coupler heights against
a Kadee 205 Coupler Height Gauge

shows the semi-scale couplers match up
exactly to top of the reference. Ameri-
can Limited’s plastic couplers do not
include a gladhand, which gives them
a prototypical look; however, operators
should note that without a metal glad-
hand, the couplers will not uncouple on
a magnet. The brown couplers perform
their intended function fine, but the
owner may want to replace them with
their adopted standard (Kadee’s 148 and
158 whisker couplers work great).

My Burlington Northern-era car
weighed 3.7 ounces on a postal scale,
while the car with as-delivered original
decoration weighed 0.1 ounce less,
perhaps due to manufacturing toler-
ances of the weight used in the tank.
The NMRA standard for a 6.5-inch
car like this is 4.25 ounces. Like most
ready-to-run freight cars, it is nearly
impossible to add weight inside the car
without destroying it. One old-school
technique involves drilling a small hole
in the bottom of the tank, filling it with
BBs, and adding glue. I might try that
on an assembled, five-dollar train show
find, but I'm reluctant to start drilling
into a high-end model like this with all
its delicate details. Even lacking half-an-
ounce of weight, the model tracks nicely
and performs very well.

Above: The etched-metal platform/walkways and
fine-scale brake and air line details make this a
standout release from American Limited.

Conclusion

American Limited has released a
great tank car for anyone modeling
Northern Pacific from the transition
era on to its merger into Burlington
Northern in 1970. For a lot of modelers
like me, this is an accurate, highly
detailed company car to replace the
stand-in that has been delivering
fuel to their roundhouse. For 1980s
Burlington Northern modelers, they
can use this throughout the system
up through the late 1980s, as hauling
used drain oil for disposal extended
its useful life as a company car.

Historical photos show that some-
one adept at making their own white
decals has a variety of unique options
they could add to these cars to bring
them into the 1980s. Besides changes
in their paint, the cars gathered years
of built-up gunk from spilled petro-
leum and dirt, rust, grime, and general
wear and tear that could be added
by someone wanting eye-catching
features beyond the dull black paint
offered out of the box of this otherwise

finely detailed HO-scale tank car
release. [
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New release coming for ScaleTrains.com’s HO-scale
Operator series Modern Angled Container

HO — ScaleTrains.com’s modernangled
container is one of the most recognizable
prototypes seen in transportation today.
This standard-height 40-foot shipping
container is common on the rails and
on highways and at sea. The design
includes welded steel construction with
all sides possessing corrugated appear-
ance. Additional details of this plastic
reproduction include end doors with
three center corrugations (0-3-0 style),
four separately applied door locking
rods with latches, two vents per side,
and cored-through Inter-Box Connector
or IBC corner castings.

This new production will present
American Presidents Lines (APL), CMA
CGM, MOL, MSC, NYK Lines, and Ocean
Network Express or ONE. ScaleTrains.
com will produce two decorations for
APL, CMA CGM, and MOL containers.
Visit the company’s website to reserve
these models coming in early 2022.

ScaleTrains.com;
844-9TRAINS; scaletrains.com

Above: ScaleTrains.com’s modern angled con-
tainer is a 40-foot corrugated prototype in the
hobby company’s Operator series. This model will
return for its second release with six road names,
several including multiple liveries as shown, for an
early 2022 delivery. The model will comes in single
release selling for a bit more than $10 each, or in
packs of three containers (each with its own road
number) for around $30 per set.

Annual

Biuetooth & Batt

-

ALL NEW FROM THE EDITORS OF l
eries: Next Gen Train »Cnn.tr:l. S Annua
e P | i

The all new Garden Trains Annual is here! We'll take
you through the colorful world of large-scale garden
railways, with layout tours, how-to articles, and more!

DEBUIRISSUE

Order item GT2
5, $9 do

\J

' )
See your dealer or visit shop.WhiteRiverProductions.com

ER Toll-free (877) 787-2467 - Overseas (660) 695-4433

PRODUCTIONS P.O.Box 48, Bucklin, MO 64631 - info@WhiteRiverProductions.com n WhiteRiverProductions
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Rapido Trains will include police, fire, and railroad vehicles
for HO-scale Chevrolet Caprice/Impala

HO — In July’s MopEL RAILROAD
NEews, you saw the announcement
for Rapido Trains’ Chevrolet
Caprice and Impala automobile
models coming in HO scale.

The model reproduces a 1980s
edition of this long-running Chevy
vehicle. This downsized version of
the line’s full-size offering debuted
in the fall of 1976 and remained
virtually unchanged into the 1990s.

Rapido Trains will produce
examples with multiple front grille
designs covering the production
run variations. You will also
find multiple wheel rim designs,
realistic chrome finish on select
parts, rubber tires (with white wall
where applicable), and more.

The assembled HO vehicles
will come in four-door sedan
and station wagon versions. The
first production will replicate
1980 through 1985 model years
with several colors offered. The
four-door Impala will come in
several special service editions,
complete with extra details, that
will provide a taxi, three police
cruisers, a fire department wagon,
and railroad-themed four-door
sedans (Amtrak police, Canadian
National police, and Canadian
National maintenance). Check
Rapido Trains online for more
information.

Rapido Trains,
855-LRC-6917
rapidotrains.com

_-/_ ; % e -
e i

Above and Below: These illustrations (above) show the four-door and station wagon releases coming
from Rapido Trains for its all-new HO-scale Chevy vehicle series. In addition to consumer autos, the
production will provide a taxi, police cruisers, a fire department wagon, and railroad vehicles. An early
example of a four-door Chevy with light package on its roof (below) gives a preview of these offerings.

TRAINZGR

Trainz wants your HO scale collection!
With over 45 years of experience,

we make it easy to sell

your collection.

sellmytrains.com/mrn
(866) 601-1248

AR 8 B DY) 8

Your Complete Model
Railroad Store
o3
All Scales — Z through G
New and Used
We Buy and Consign Collections

R0
0.0

Looking for a great selection of new
and used trains in HO?

Visit trainz.com

Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5, Closed Sunday
11724 SE Division Street ¢ Portland, OR 97266
Phone: 503-761-1822
Web Site: wsor.com
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KV Models offers headlight conversion plates in HO

HO — KV Models offers twin and
triple headlight conversion plate
sets. The twin beam headlight
conversion plate set (KV-1004H)
provides pairs of five different
diameter plates. For roads opting
for triple lights, KV Models offers
a set (KV-1022H) with pairs of five
different diameter plates with a
trio of light openings. Application
includes F- and E-units in HO
scale.

The etched-metal sheet includes
detailed representations of this
fixture’s face. Each set sells for
$5.50.

KV Models offers a variety of
etched-metal details. Shipping
is free within the U.S. for orders
totaling more than $30. Visit KV
Models online and browse the
many parts and details available

Above: Chesapeake & Ohio 4017 is running late
with the road’s eastbound Train 4 on May 4, 1965,
at Prince, W.Va. This E-unit shows triple and double-

now. headlights, which can be obtained with KV Models’
-------------------------------------------------------- conversion plates made of etched metal. — James
KV Models,
kvmodels.com Eubaly photo
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SoundTraxx offers upgrade
from “Sound Value” to full Tsunami 2

ELECTRONICS — SoundTraxx’s
Tsunami 2 TSU-BH2 Digital Com-
mand Control (DCC) decoder
(884814) allows operators to take
select examples of Bachmann’s
(bachmanntrains.com) HO-scale
factory-equipped “Sound Value
on Board” and upgrade them to
full-feature releases.

This new decoder, which lists
for $115.95, offers eight output
functions and is easy to install.
Located in the tender of Bachmann
HO-scale steam locomotives are
the electronics for DCC-sound.

Above and Below: SoundTraxx’s TSU-BH2 (above)
decoder will easily swap with factory boards pro-
vided in several Bachmann HO-scale Sound Value
on Board releases, including the 4-8-4 Class J and
2-8-0 Consolidation models (below).

You open the tender and remove
the existing Sound Value decoder
and replace with SoundTraxx’s
TSU-BH2 unit and you’ll have full
access to all Tsunami 2 features.
SoundTraxx designed this release
to replace the factory board found
in Bachmann’s HO-scale 2-6-0,
2-8-0, 4-6-2, and 4-8-4 Class J and
GS-4 models. The unit measures
45 x 28 x 7.5 mm and is compat- - o 5
ible with NMRA (nmra.org) DCC L ¢
Standards and Recommended —
Practices.

SoundTraxx,
970-259-0690
soundtraxx.com

e
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New Animated Billboards!!! ="

| Michelin, founded in 1889, is one of the

. world’s largest tire manufacturers. In 1891,
|
|
|

AZATRAX

Circuits and Signals

! MICHELIN

Michelin took out its first patent for a
removable pneumatic tire. Michelin devel-
oped and patented a key innovation in tire

history in 1946, the radial tire; and success-
. fully exploited this technological innovation
to become one of the world’s leading tire
manufacturers. Large version comes with

supports. Limited edition sign!

REALISTIC

YET
EAsy ’

azatrax.com

#88-3901 Lg. Michelin #44-3942 Sm. Michelin

Miller Engineering Suitable for HO/O Suitable for N/HO
PO Box 282 Size:3.5"wx 4.8"t Size: 1.75" wx 2.4" t
Price: $49.95 Price: $32.95 Model

New Canaan, CT 06840

Tel. 203-595-0619: Fax: 203-322-6116 94 $7-50 S&H

For all the latest news, Join our
monthly email newsletter at:

www.microstru.com

The All-Scale News Monthly N e ws

WWW.MmICrostru.com
See your dealer first! If not in stock, order direct.
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Wilson’s Mustards kit
from Mine Mount Models in HO scale

HO — Wilson’s Fine Mustards
is a purveyor of fine mustards
and condiments. Using the finest
ingredients and generations of
craftsmanship, Wilson’s delivers
what every sandwich needs... the
extra special flavor that raises
a sandwich to the next level.
Wilson’s is a unique model that
will improve a track siding or
diorama to complete that scene
that you've always envisioned.

You can build this kit into
Wilson’s or use your imagina-
tion to see what you can come
up with for your railroad!
Wilson’s Mustards is the ninth
kit from Mine Mount Models. It’s
an HO-scale structure that can be
utilized for a warehouse, transfer
building, small manufacturer, or
many other businesses.

A standout feature is the laser-
cut “steel” latticework on the

T LA

Above and Below: This completed Wilson’s Fine
Mustards kit shows the structure residing in a
decorated diorama. This example was built by Mine
Mount owner Ron Klaiss.
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loading dock and the rooftop
water tower. The structure oc-
cupies a 9.5" x 5.5" area. The kit
includes laser-cut parts, Tichy
windows and doors, rooftop water
tank, metal and resin casting
detail parts, and signs to complete
the scene. Mine Mount Models
includes full-color instructions
with this release.

Mine Mount Models,
minemountmodels.com

B 3
ok '-é* i
L.

Above: Designed by Mine Mount Models to be
Wilson’s Fine Mustards, this structure offers great
utility for customizing to a variety of businesses and
uses on a model railroad. This HO-scale kit includes
laser-cut parts, plastic windows and doors (made
by Tichy Train Group), plus metal and resin details.
The kit, like all Mine Mount Models offerings, comes
with a color guide to help ensure a successful build.

ighter
1* Wooden Freig
BT kit # 0-3125

O Scale MV White Swan
Every Harbour Needs On

32229 Sylvan Rd, RR2, Parkhlll, ON NOM 2K0 Canada . www.syl\ I del

25 YEARS OF CREATING FUN
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CMR KITS

WAVERLY TOWER

Laser-cut Building Kit

EMPIRE PRINTING

Laser-cut Building Kit

410-889-0010

Visit our website to see these and more kits from CMR

www.custommodelrailroads.com

ALk

LEDs, Switches,
Terminal Strips and iy
1000s of Electronic Parts. ‘%}\\K S
Discount Prices. Fast Shipping S es
e -
www.allelectronics:ic
Free 96 page catalog 1-800-826-5432




Walthers introduces trio of highway overpass kits
for Cornerstone series in HO scale

HO — Walthers offers three new
highway overpass kits for HO scale.
Each release carries a $39.98 suggested
retail price and comes with easy-to-
assemble plastic parts. The design
for this series of Cornerstone models
follows modern North American
highway bridge prototypes in use
from the 1960s to the present day.
The kits come with components

making it possible for building your

choice of a single or double span Above and Below: Reproducing common contemporary prototypes, this collection of Walthers Cornerstone

bridee. By combinine multiple kits highway overpass releases aids in making this familiar sight easily attained in HO scale. The new Modern
g N y ' g . p / Steel & Concrete Highway Overpass with Pipe Railings (933-4565), shown above, and the Modern Concrete

hObbYIStS can build even wider over- Highway Overpass (933-4566), below, are shown with single span build.

passes. The base footprint is listed as
1215/16 x 6 1/4 inches.

Additional features include options
for round or square support columns,
and detailed abutments with molded
cut lines for customizing appearance.
The pieces are molded in a gray hue
representing a concrete appearance.

The releases now available include
Modern Steel & Concrete Highway
Overpass with Pipe Railings (933-
4565), Modern Concrete Highway
Overpass (933-4566), and Modern
Steel Highway Overpass with Con-
crete Sides.

Visit Walthers online to view the
wide assortment of bridges and addi-
tional highway and vehicle offerings in
the hobby manufacturer’s Cornerstone
and SceneMaster series.

Wm. K. Wallthers, Inc.,
800-487-2467; walthers.com

Right: Walthers’ new Cornerstone collection of
highway overpass kits adds the important and com-
mon feature of a path for vehicles to cross your
railroad. The kits are designed to easily fit into
scenes on your miniature empire. These views show
assembled and decorated bridges set in completed
scenes with vehicles, railroad, scenery, and more.
This Grand Trunk Geep is passing below the new
Modern Steel Highway Overpass with Concrete
Sides (933-4567).
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Shamrock gas station kit
in N scale from Summit

N — Custom Cuts by Summit USA
offers a Shamrock gas station and
convenience store kit in N scale. The
model reproduces a smaller, rural
prototype and occupies a 3 5/8 by 3
inch footprint on your model railroad.

The release provides all build-
ing parts in milled white styrene
with clear acrylic window glazing.
The manufacturer states parts may
require light sanding for optimal
appearance at joints and seams. The
offering includes vending machines,
pumps, and signs. In addition to

Above: This completed N-scale Shamrock gas sta-
tion and convenience store includes a base (vehi-
cles, and scenery not included in the release). The
offering does include color decorations for the
building and accessories.

instructions, Custom Cuts by Summit
USA includes self-adhesive and
water-slide decal sheet artwork. This
Shamrock gas station (5C-002) carries
a suggested retail price of $39.95 and
is available now.

Custom Cuts by Summit USA,
337-436-8481; summit-customcuts.com

Steam Sawmill kit from KMP Models

MULTI -
craftsman-level structure kits in sev-
eral popular model railroading scales.
Among the company’s offerings is a
Steam Sawmill with Planer kit (pictured
above). KMP Models offers additional
structure and accessory kits to complete
your sawmill scene. You'll find Sawmill

KMP Models offers

Outbuildings, Willamette equipment
(Loader and Yarder Steam Donkey kits
available separately), Steam Pile Driver,
Log Camp Cars, and more. Visit KMP
Models to see their offerings and find
out about purchasing releases.

KMP Models;
kmpcraftsmankits.com
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Yard Masterll

Operate Conventionally

+ Direct response with
fixed momentum

+ 2.5 Amps DC power

. * LED indicators

"+ Center off direction
control switch

» Electronic overload
protection

+ measures: 4.4" x
24"'wx1.2'd

+ 2 versions:
item #2354 & #2355

YARD "
MASTER Il DALLEE

+ Made in U.S.A.

See our web site or call for more details.

ALLEE 246 W. Main St.,

Dept. MERN
LECTRONICS, Inc,

Leola, PA 17540
dallee.com

hobb
(‘“ sup}:lly

Your online source for:

DCC Starter Sets
Sound Decoders
Command/Boosters
Detection/Signaling

Turnout Control
And So Much More

DCCHobbySupply.com

H
COLLECTOR

For the HO Scale Model Train Enthusiast

hotraincollector.com

HO/N/O signs, billboards, S

laser-cut structures,
and much, much more..

Blair Line, LLC

PO Box 1136, Carthage, MO 64836
www.blairline.com
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Steam ...
it's the
real

SMALL-
SCALE
LIVE
STEAM ==
MODEL
RAILROADING

There's nothing like
operating a real live-steam [
locomotive — the sights, the
sounds and the smells. Gauge One or 0-gauge live-
steam engines (in scales between 1:13.7-1:32) can
bring you the real experience of operating a train the
way they were from the 1800s to the 1950s. Steam
in the Garden is North America’s only magazine
devoted exclusively to small-scale live steam model
railroading (and has been doing it for almost 25
years). Six times a year, Steam in the Garden brings
readers the latest news, reviews of new equipment,
workshop projects, backyard and national events, all
illustrated profusely. Subscribe today.

http://www.steamup.com/mrn/
P.0. Box 335, Newark Valley, N.Y. 13811-0335, (607) 642-8119

Great Customer Service

& Prices!
Complete DCC Sales & Installations

HO, N, Z and Lionel Trains and Supplies
Consignments Welcome — Advance Reservation Specials

503-284-1912° Fax 503-284-2920¢ Orders 1-877-284-1912
www.hobbysmith.com
Tues - Fri: 10-6
Saturday: 10-5
Sunday: 12-4
Closed Monday

Touch Toggles Fast

The easy way fo your dream panel!

BERRETT
HiLL
TRAINS

Made in
the USA

M&Ms UFO Scene
from Menards Collectibles in HO

HO — Menards Collectibles in-
troduces its M&Ms UFO Scene
(2796916). The assembled scene
presents an M&Ms candies decorated
“Intergalactic Party Bus” with candy
figure at the controls, visible through
the ship’s clear lid. The decorated
base includes multiple M&Ms candy
figures, alien figures, and Menards’
mascot Jack the German Shepard, as

well as grass covering for the base
with shrubs and a tree. The UFO
includes multi-colored LED lights
and beneath the craft is an animated
claw picking up an M&Ms character.
The release requires a 4.5-volt power
source for operation.

Menards Collectibles;
menards.com

ESU’s LokSound 5 L provides DCC
for big locomotives

ELECTRONICS — For large scale
applications, ESU’s LokSound 5 L
is designed to answer the needs
common among bigger locomo-
tive models. The drop-in board
measures 50.8mm x 25.4mm x
14mm and comes equipped with
dual-speaker output ability and
ESU’s “PowerPack” capacitor to
aid in operation over dirty track
and dead spots on your rails.

The unit supports NMRA-stan-
dard Digital Command Control
(DCC) and Motorola Selectrix and
M4 systems. This decoder can
simultaneously run 10 channels
of high-fidelity audio and offers
you 11 amplified function outputs,
plus six logic outputs to control
servos for features like cooling

MODEL RAILROAD NEWS — SEPTEMBER 2021

fan blade rotation and raising and
lowering electric pantographs on
models with such details. There are
two styles offered by ESU for its
LokSound 5 L; visit the company’s
website for more information.



Run-N-Smooth PowerKeeper for
N scale from lowa Scaled Engineering

W'E T
q mm%;\

N — lowa Scaled Engineering’s
Run-N-Smooth PowerKeeper provides
you with a micro-size module that
improves the running quality of N-scale
and space-constrained locomotives
equipped with Digital Command
Control (DCC). The unit includes
integrated protection circuitry, is built
using micro capacitors, and is ideal for
fitting into small installation areas.
The Run-N-Smooth unit is not a
traditional stay-alive capacitor, meaning
it is not designed to provide multiple
seconds of stored energy to maintain
motor/sound/lighting over adverse
track conditions. The offering does
noticeably help performance in the pres-
ence of rail and wheel oxidation, mild
dirt/ grime, and minor track imperfec-
tions. With the limited contact surface
of wheels and rails in N scale, Iowa
Scaled Engineering’s Run-N-Smooth

4 —-—— .._,_-—---

Above: This lowa Scaled Engineering image shows
its Run-N-Smooth PowerKeeper installed in an
N-scale Fox Valley Models ES44 diesel locomotive
chassis.

PowerKeeper helps avoid annoying
sound drop-outs, flickering lights, and
stalling for DCC operations.

Typical capacitors made of manga-
nese oxide tantalum can fail and be
damaged beyond use when operated
near or above their rated voltage. lowa
Scaled Engineering’s product includes
a higher energy density capacitor (more
capacitance in less space) and includes
voltage limiting protection circuity.
The unit is 9.1 mm by 10.4 mm and its
thickness is 4.65 mm.

Find out more and see a video of this
item by going to Iowa Scaled Engineer-
ing’s website.

lowa Scaled Engineering;
iascaled.com

Above: Here is the top and bottom of lowa Scaled
Engineering’s Run-N-Smooth PowerKeeper. This
valuable device is compact and costs around $20.
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Zirack

Subscribe

Print or Digital

ZtrackNMM,“.m.M

Luetke Modellbahn "
Offers Farm Complex -

in This issue ...
Bartsie ' 1 bused

Repubbc Stesl, UK revival_.

The magazine for Z scale model
railroading! Six issues per year.
$36.00 annually ($46.00 Canada,
$56.00 International).

Ztrack Magazine, Ltd.
6142 Northcliff Bivd.
Dublin, OH 43016
(614) 764-1703

HO SCALE

FREIGHT CAR

TRUCKS

Smoothest Rolling Trucks Ever!
Fully Assembled RTR

RP-25 Wheels
Fully Sprung
ANDREWS
BETTENDORF
NATIONAL TIMKEN

Email: jjcimodeltrainshopegmail.com

CANTILEVER SIGNAL BRIDGE
—— HO & NSCALE————— KITS

INJECTION
MOLDED
PLASTIC

IN BLACK

HIGHLY DETAILED
HO SCALE | HO SCALE | N SCALE

1-TRACK | 2-TRACK (1-TRACK
#4002 #4004 | #4212
$24.99 | $27.99 |$16.99

munr

/V\*
\‘/

NJ International 727-281-8268
PO Box 15341-Clearwater, FL 33766

E-mail: signals @njinternational.com

ternational.com
gnals.com

PRODUCTS LISTING: WWW.Nji
ORDER AT: WWW.
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Lionel will offer
Anheuser-Busch kits in HO

HO — Lionel will deliver three
licensed Anheuser-Busch branded
structures for the hobby company’s
line of HO-scale building kits. Due
during the fourth quarter, the
releases will present a brewery,
distribution center, and biergarten.
Lionel’s HO Anheuser-Busch
Distribution Center (2167090) will
include office and loading bays;
the brick architecture Anheuser-
Busch Brewery (2167110) will
include interior details; and the
coming Anheuser-Busch Biergar-
ten (2167100) will offer the neces-
sary details to create an outdoor
destination for your railroad. Each
release carries an $89.99 suggested retail
price. Check with your hobby dealer
for the latest delivery information. You
can view Lionel catalogs and products
online at the company’s website.

Above and Right: Lionel’s Anheuser-Busch
Brewery will feature licensed signage and interior
details. The completed kit builds a 6.9 x 2.5 x 7 inch
structure for your HO model railroad.

I E BTN RN

Above: An Anheuser-Busch Distribution Center will
add a cross platform facility for truck and rail op-

erations on your HO-scale model railroad.

Left: The coming HO-scale Anheuser-Busch
Biergarten will include more than 250 pieces, includ-
ing miniature beer bottles, mugs, and plates. These
Lionel HO releases are expected during the fourth
quarter.

mmm [l| T i
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Seaboard Coast Line set
from Circus City Decals in N scale

N — Circus City Decals offers a
Seaboard Coast Line GE Lettering
Set (SCL 160-00) for $9.99 with
multi-color graphics for custom
paint and lettering work on N-
scale General Electric (GE) diesel
locomotive models.

Circus City Decals,
circuscitydecals.com

Above: SCL 349 is an example of GE’s baby
U-Boat, the U18B. The little four-axle diesel is
shown with two mates shuffling cars at Taft, FI,,
in 1984. — Bill McBride photo, Kevin EuDaly
collection

Below: SCL 1747 is a U33B and less than a year
old when it was photographed at Atlanta, Ga., in
1970. Circus City Decals offers its lettering set
specifically for GE prototypes. — Kevin EuDaly
collection
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H
COLLECTOR

For the HO Scale Model Train Enthusiast

C LLECIC LLECC LLECTOR

Clear the
Tracks for

Revell:

+ —
i1 - -

(RS €305
-

Visi{ us online at
hotraincollector.com

Lewis County Model RR Club

TRAIN SHOW & SWAP MEET
CHEHALIS, WA
OCTOBER 9-10, 2021

y 10-4 Sunday 10-3 Admissi $5.00
Children 10 and Under Free Free Parking
160+ sen $20 for both days

Blue Pavillion Southwest WA Fairgrounds
2555 N. National Ave, Chehalis, WA 98532
For more information contact Ted @ 360-985-7788

or email istrains@lewi

com

SAVE: All In-Stock Models & Accessories

Slightly different name...
same great product!

CHECK OUT OUR
RESISTOR WHEELS

[33 Great Prices !

www.ModelTrainStuff com

For all your Model Train Needs
1-888-Trains-5 Since 1913
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Erie Lackawanna

Railroad Historical Society

The Merchant’s Engines
by Jerry Segrue

The history of the Lackawanna Railroad’s
Pacific Steam engines with a concentration
on the famous “Streamstyled Pacifics”.
This 60 page softbound book includes
over 50 photographs and separate scale
drawings of each of the four streamstyled
engines. Also covered is the construction
of the DL&W’s several classes of 4-6-2s
and their unorthodox numbering.

Member price Non-member price

$2100 [ys50055an $2495

Erie USRA
Heavy
Pacifics
by
D.G. Biernaki

This 80 page book provides comprehensive
coverage of these fascinating locomotives

Member price Non-member price

$1 500 plus $9.95 s&h $1 800

www.erielackhs.org

Dealer Inquiries Welcome
Order from: ELHS Department MRRN
Jay Held, 10-10 ELLIS AVE, FAIR LAWN, N.J. 07410
No phone calls will be accepted

For information send SASE
N.Y., N.J., PA & Ohio res. add sales tax. Outside US extra s&h.

ELHS membership at $45 per membership cycle.

Cycle includes four issues of our magazine The

Diamond” and four newsletters with modeling

information. Separate check please. Send to: ELHS

c/o David Start, 22 Ice Plant Road, Lafayette, NJ 07848-2403
dstart.elhs @gmail.com

AAA Plus Trains & Darts

www.northcoasthobby.com

East Coast Circuits

Innovating Your Model Railroad Layout
i x 25412 « Providence, RI 02905

Lighted Circuits For Your Layout

* Random Lighting Circuit ¢ Burning Fire Circuit and more!

* Traffic Light Circuit  Custom Lighted Vehicles

Eastcoastcircuits.com Eastcoastcircuitsegmail.com

New book documents PRR cabooses

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
CABIN CARS
REVENUE and WORK EQUIPMENT, 1860-1988

Robert L.

Johnson

A
PRRT&HS

Publication

BOOK — The Pennsylvania Rail-
road Technical & Historical Society
(PRRT&HS) has a new book presenting
Pennsy’s caboose fleet. In Pennsylvania
Railroad Cabin Cars: Revenue and Work
Equipment, 1860-1988, author Robert
L. Johnson covers the road’s cabin car
development from its earliest begin-
nings in 1860 through these prototypes’
final runs during Penn Central and
Conrail eras.

The softcover, landscape-format
release consists of 224 pages with
more than 61 drawings and 336 photos
(more than half presented in color). The
book sells for $60 ($50 direct from the
PRRT&HS via its website to members
of the organization).

The Pennsylvania Railroad
Technical & Historical Society,
prrths.org

AERO-CAR

HOBBY LUBRICANTS

Even model train
mechanics know you
need to keep your

track clean.

They use
Aero Car’s
Track Cleaner...

shouldn’t
YOU?

708-246-9027 www.achlubes.com

rallroadbooks biz

has 1,900+ new titles, all at discount
NEW TITLES ARRIVING WEEKLY

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE  ORDERS: U.S. 800 554-7463

BUSINESS & INTERNATIONAL:
FREE OVER $63. +01)812 391-2664

E-MAIL FOR FREE PDF LIST SEND: $2.00 for paper booklist
railroadbooks@earthlink.net PO Box 4, Bloomington, IN
www.railroadbooks.biz 47402-0004 US.A.

GALL TO ACTION

NS (800)453-2530
CSX (800)232-0144
UP (888)877-7267
BNSF (800)832-5452 DOMESTIC SHIPPING

Thousands of railcars including both
new and historic fallen flags have
been vandalized with graffiti over the
past decade. Help stop this crime.
Report any suspicious trespassing
to the railroad or local police.

CN (800)465-9239
CP (800)716-9132
KCS (877)527-9464
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Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society’s
Southern Pacific’s San Antonio Division

BOOK — Southern Pacific Historical &
Technical Society (SPH&TS) has a new
book release on a Texas section of the
railroad’s system.

The road’s San Antonio Division
stretched 1,289 miles from Glidden to
El Paso, Texas, and southward to the
Rio Grande Valley. This territory en-
compasses the vast expanse of western
Texas, the ports of Corpus Christi and
Brownsville, the rich agricultural lands
of southern Texas, and the urban centers
of San Antonio and El Paso. While
focusing on the final four decades prior
to Southern Pacific’s merger with the
Union Pacific Railroad in 1996, Southern
Pacific’s San Antonio Division: 1960-
1996 also contains detailed history of
the companies and lines constituting the
San Antonio Division. For continuity,
the small portions which constituted
the Austin and the Houston Division
in 1960 have been included.

The author worked in SP’s Operating
Department from 1979 until 1994 and
was granted access to company files,
records, and internal memoranda.
This book is a very detailed and well

Y aii -.45&*--6-’*1«9

researched insight into the operation of
the San Antonio Division. Included are
480 photographs, many depicted in full
page size, 25 maps and 24 detailed yard
and terminal diagrams.

This is the first comprehensive book
published on the San Antonio Division
and will appeal to anyone interested in
the history and operations of Southern
Pacific. Two future companion volumes
are planned, the first covering the
Dallas and Austin Divisions, the second
covering the Houston and Lafayette
Divisions.

This new SPH&TS book includes 600
pages, presented 11" x 8.5" library bound
with dust jacket. The offering presents
480 photographs, 25 maps, and 24 yard
and terminal diagrams.

Published by the Southern Pacific
Historical & Technical Society, Southern
Pacific’s San Antonio Division is avail-
able at discount to SPH&TS members
and sold at regular price via the society
website to non members. The book is
also available from many book dealers.

Southern Pacific Historical & Technical Society,
sphts.org

NEVER a
Shipping
Charge

[ EJ

=5 Ron’s Books
www.ronsbooks.com

P.O. BOX 714, HARRISON, NY 10528 * ronsbooks@aol.com

(914)967-7541 11AM to 10PM EST FAX (914)967-7492 24HR

Alco Locomotives Vol 1 Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 24 ..
Amtrak - America’s Railroad - Transportation’s Orphan
Britain's Railways in the First World War ............ .
British Military Railways Overseas in the Great War . .75
Browning Locomotive Cranes Vol 2 Manufacturers' Catalog Archive Book 19 . .35.00
Bucyrus-Erie Company Vol 2 Manufacturers’ Catalog Archives Book 25 .35.00
C&Sng Rairoaders” Photos, Memories & More Along the Old South Park Line .55.75
Canadian National Power in Color Vol 3 .. 58.75
Ch & Ohio Pulman-Standard Lightweight Passenger Cars 19501971 . 23.75
Circus & Camival Trains in Color N 58.75
Classic Railroad Scenes: Railroads at Work HIC
Climax No. 9 and the Moore, Keppel Survivors .
Coast Lines & Valley Freights - Santa Fe California .
Conrail Business & Research Trains The Special Equipment Fleet .
Conrail Rainbow Years Vol 4 EL Commuter Region ...........
(CSX Transportation Railroad Heritage .............
Easton & Northem Worth the Wait for the Connection .. . .
El Paso and Southwestern Railroad Séstem .............
Elevated Railways of Brooklyn & The BMT Subway
Fifty Years of Amtrak Trains ) .
From Garfield ‘L’ to Blue Line Rapid Transit .. .. .
From Grand Central to Albany New York Central’s Water Level R
General Motors Electro-Motive Division Vol 1 Mfrs’ Catalog Archive
Ghost Rails Vol 19 B&O Lakers .
H.K. Porter Locomotives Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 20 . 35.
Illinois Central South of the Ohio River .................. e 65.75
Industrial Brownhoist Corp Vol 1 Loco Cranes Migs' Catalog Archive Book 23 .35.00
Lehigh & Hudson River The Queen Villages’ Jewel The Diesel Era ... .. 62.75
Lehigh & Hudson River The Queen Village's Jewel The Steam Era
Long Island Rail Road Montauk Branch - Arcadia .. ..
Minneapolis, Northfield & Southem Railway in Color . .
Narrow Gauge Railways of Taiwan - Sugar, Shays and .75
Northem Central Railway - Arcadia .............. 2350
Observation Car Color Portfolio Vol 1 or 2 each . ...36.75
Pennsyivania Railroad Cabin Cars Revenue & Work Eﬂmpment 1860-1988. ..60.00
Pressed Steel Car Co Vol 1 Freight Cars Mirs' Catalog Archive Book 21 .35.00
Pullman The Man, the Comgany, the Historic Park . ."... e 20.75
Railroad That Ran Alon? the dﬁe of the Road - New Hampshire & Vermont . 55.75
Railway Electrification Vol 1 New Haven Manufacturers’ Catalog Archive Book 22 .35.00
Rio Grande in Color Vol 7 Front Range .. 58.7
Santa Fe Powerin ColorVol5..........
Schenectady Trolley Hub of Eastem New York ...
Seattle’s Streetcar Era An lllustrated History 1884-1941 ...
Shay Locomotive An lllustrated History .................
Soo-Line Milwaukee Road Merger in Color Vol 2..... ... ..
Southern Pacific 1930s to 1950s Los Angeles to Bakersfield ... ..
Southern Pacific Passenger Trains & Cars A Photographic Pictorial
Southern Pacific’s San Antonio Division 1960-1996 ............
SP Pictorial Vol 48 Scenic Santa Cruz Route Pictorial ... ... ..
Steam Trains of Yesteryear Monadnock, Steamtown & North
Trolleys to the Boardwalk - A History of Atlantic City Trolleys .
Union Pacific and the Teton Valley Branch .......0.....0............. 23.75
*$25.00 minimum order for free shipping. Under $25 add $4. Send $3 for latest list.
All orders U.S. funds only. NY &CT res. add sales tax. Print name, address and phone.
Credit card users add card number, CVC code & expiration date. Allow 4 weeks delivery.
All foreign orders sent airmail and billed accordingly. Checks Ea able to Ron's Books.
Inquiries must include SASE. Prices subject to change. WE BUY COLLECTIONS.

within
the U.S.*

2350
75

BRANDS

Athearn

River Point Station
Truck N’ Stuff

BLMA

Detail West

Classic Construction
Promotex/Herpa
Summit

Books
Specialty ltems

Detail Parts

Drill Jig & Parts
Repowering Parts
Intermodal Equipt.
1/87th Vehicle Parts
Train-Tote System

BLUE POINT
Switch Machine

Flex Link System
Throttle Pockets

From the Pennsylvania Railroad Technical & Historical Society

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
CABIN CARS
REVENUE and WORK EQUIPMENT, 18601988

Robert L.

Johnson

Pennsylvania Railroad Cabin Cars
Revenue and Work Equipment, 1860-1988

Robert L. Johnson provides an in-depth look at PRR cabin car development from the
_ earliest beginnings in 1860. Their use in freight, passenger express, and work
e : : ~ equipment service are all explained. The book concludes with their gradual

: AT disappearance during the Penn Central and Conrail years.

8'4"x11", softbound, 224 pages, 61 drawings, and 336 photos — about half in color

$60 (*50 member price) plus shipping — PA residents add 6% sales tax

Available now * Order books online at prrths.org
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Review Book

Colorado Midland History Documented
Colorado Rail Annual No. 34

do Hail Annual xo, ;
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PASSENGER RAINS on the
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MIDLAND, 1887-1900

Review by Tony Cook
Colorado Railroad Museum

Take the Pike’s Peak Route
Passenger Trains on the Colorado
Midland, 1887-1900

by Adrian & Art Hundhausen
MSRP: $79.95

Colorado Railroad Museum
303-279-4591
coloradorailroadmuseum.org

Colorado that cannot be considered
overexposed? Certainly narrow
gauge topics enjoy an abundance of
followers and those railroads operating
three-foot-gauge around the state
receive the bulk of attention. Not to say
I don’t enjoy any and all narrow gauge
myself; however, there were those
minority roads in the pioneering days
of Colorado railroads that bucked the
narrow path and built standard gauge.
Among that club, Colorado Midland is
an especially interesting subject and I
was happy to see it given attention by
the Colorado Railroad Museum for its
latest addition to its series of annuals.
Father and son authors Art and
Adrian Hundhausen share their
decades-long obssession with Colorado
Midland in Take the Pike’s Peak Route:
Passenger Trains on the Colorado Midland,
1887-1900. This hardcover release
marks the 34th in the very long running
series of annuals published by Golden's
Colorado Railroad Museum.

I s there any railroad subject related to

I shared this review copy with my
father, who got me interested in all
things Colorado railroading when I
was young, and we found much to
appreciate and like about this effort.

A couple aspects that Dad and I
agreed on was this is not exclusively
a “passenger train” book, despite the
billing in the title. There is ample
general information provided for the
Colorado Midland fan. This leads to
our other observation, that the road
lasted until the World War I era with
abandonment of service in mid-1918.
So, why the stopping point of 1900
for this book? The authors noted that
a Pullman car reference that went
through 1900 served as a resource for
this book; perhaps this is reasoning
behind the early end to the story of the
road.

The hardcover book is presented in
a landscape format (11 x 8 1/2 inches)
with colorful dust jacket protecting

the cover. At 368 pages, this book is a
handful and almost strains its binding.
The authors present the railroad’s
history and operation, with reproduc-
tion of timetables, maps, advertising
materials, and vintage images plentiful
throughout. The museum’s informa-
tion on this annual states you'll find
461 illustrations with 86 in color. Some
images are presented in tinted style and
the overall look of the book is pleasing
to the eye, if a bit busy at times. There
are many boxed and or breakout
sections included along the way, and
the size or weight of the text in some
areas seemed a bit strong or heavy.
The authors note and give credit to
previous books on this railroad, includ-
ing the classic Colorado Midland by
Morris Cafky (1965, Rocky Mountain
Railroad Club). My dad knows this
and other efforts to document this
standard-gauge road; as he paged
through this new annual I frequently

Above: Colorado pioneer railroading was no easy undertaking, and Colorado Midland didn’t go the narrow
gauge path to crossing the Rockies... this was a standard gauge railroad. Fighting snow in early 1888,
Midland’s rotary is climbing toward the road’s Hagerman Tunnel that took it beneath the Continental Divide.
The authors researched for decades, amassing materials for this new book published by the Colorado
Railroad Museum.
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Above: Here’s some scratchbuilding inspiration.
This Midland Terminal train is paused at Cripple
Creek, Colo. The picture from the Cripple Creek
District Museum is noted as being from just before
1900. This new book covers railroad history in ad-
dition to its advertised focus on passenger train
operations.

Below: This book’s focus on passenger trains oper-
ated by Colorado Midland includes several repro-
ductions of plans and blueprints for equipment. This
example shows interior and exterior features of a
late 1890s passenger car; this type of material is a
great benefit to modelers and railfans.
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bule” (note the full-length glass doors™)
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heard him state, “Here’s another
picture I've never seen before.” This
is important and will be instantly
appreciated by the Colorado railroad
enthusiast who, like us all, finds many
pictures appear again and again in
various presentations. Being a tunnel
fan, I was pleased to see the snowsheds
from the Hagerman Tunnel entrance
represented.

I enjoyed the history and the chapters
devoted to personal stories and memo-
ries of riding the railroad. Though
as a Missouri resident, I was a bit
embarrassed by the tale of the Missouri
native who jumped from a Colorado
Midland train about to enter a tunnel...
he feared the train was colliding with
a mountain. For the record, we do
have a few tunnels in Missouri. The
personal stories and information on
the growth of Colorado, and economic
and business factors inside and outside
the state, enhance this documentation
well.

I still find it amazing that this
standard gauge railroad, which at
one time had Santa Fe as a strong ally,
could have become a trail by the 1920s.
The authors note this in the annual’s
foreword, stating the temporary nature
of most narrow gauge railroads and
how ironic it is to consider that more
than a century after their construction,
you’ll find many narrow gauge opera-
tions still going (albeit as tourist roads)
and the Midland is long gone.

Despite some disappointment over
the book’s wrap-up at 1900, both my
dad and I were delighted with this
Colorado Rail Annual No. 34 release.
If you've never owned one of these
annuals, this is fine example. If you're
not overly familiar with Colorado
Midland, this is an important railroad
to understand and appreciate and this
book is a good place to get acquainted
with the railroad.

This series is a great tradition in
documenting Colorado railroading
and it’s wonderful to find it going
strong in 2021. This book is sold direct
by its publisher, the Colorado Railroad
Museum. You can obtain a copy during
a visit to this great facility located on
the northwest side of Denver. You can
also order this book from the museum
and it is available through various
book sellers and hobby dealers. [T
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FROM THE ARCHIVE by TONY COOK

In Pursuit of the Ultimate HO U25B

ike many diesel enthusiasts and
Lmodelers, I have certain proto-

types that have special appeal to
me. General Electric’s (GE) U25B ranks
near the top of that list. For decades,
I wondered about the never-released
Lindberg plastic HO-scale U25B... and
was fortunate to locate the only nearly
complete and boxed example I've
ever encountered (see the Lindberg
cover story from the first edition of
HO Collector).

I was excited to find a good example
of a brass Alco Models HO U25B many
years ago at Mizell’s Trains in the
Denver area (Remember that store?
I miss it!). Always fun to pick up a
souvenir on a trip, and that model
(shown below) came back with me
from a Colorado journey.

I have several examples of the
plastic U25B model produced origi-
nally by Stewart Hobbies. That model
debuted in 1987 and versions came
with Athearn “blue box” drives and
later a Kato-made mechanism. Stewart
Hobbies followed its Phase II effort
with a Phase IV version in 1990. Bowser
(bowser-trains.com) acquired these
U25B toolings and reintroduced this
diesel locomotive model as a fully as-
sembled offering. Bowser revisited its
U25B with additional enhancements in
recent years. As much as I like U25Bs,
I'am challenged to love this effort with
the placement of the classification lights

Above: General Electric’s U25B enjoyed brass re-
lease from several importers. Around 1970, Alco
Models offered this replica. Trains, Inc. also im-
ported a similar U25B. By the 1980s and later,
hobbyists could even obtain the exotic high-hood
Phase | U25B as an HO-scale brass offering.

NEW

YORK

Above: Here are boxes for some of past U25Bs
offered or planned for release in HO scale (top to
bottom): Lindberg, Alco Models, and Bowser.

on the face of the nose and tail. And,
like Lindberg’s effort, the walkway
space around the nose and back end
seems too tight.

My bucket list retains GE’s U25B.
I've eyed several high-hood Phase I
brass examples over the years and came
close to spending too much money on
eBay for one... but then why not? Who
would ever make a seriously great
U25B in plastic (including those odd
duck Phase I high hoods)?

As you read at the beginning of this
issue’s new product announcements
section, Rapido Trains (rapidotrains.
com) has answered this call. Not only
do we have a new state-of-the-art
plastic HO-scale U25B promised,
the company will reproduce various
production phases... including the infa-
mous and legendary high-hood Phase
I. When 1 first saw this, I contacted
Rapido Trains” President Jason Shron
and simply said “THANK YOU” and
followed that correspondence with,
“You are really doing this?” Watch for
updates and check out the TrainWorld
(trainworld.com) live event, where I
join in a discussion on GE’s U25B and
this coming model. [
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Above: Not known to have seen release, this New
York Central plastic HO U25B was the unrealized
effort of Lindberg. This model was promoted for
release in the late 1960s.

Below: Available for three decades, Stewart
Hobbies produced a plastic U25B. The model, now
offered in Bowser’s catalog (shown below is an
“Executive Line” Bowser Rock Island example from
about 20 years ago), has enjoyed some revisions
and upgrades.
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ARIZONA, SIERRA VISTA, October 9-10, 2021. Better
Late Than Never Spring Show in October at Cochise
& Western Model Railroad Club, 680 Fort St. See what
is new on our HO layout. Our N scale layout depicts
many Southern Arizona points of interest, Our G scale
layout is under construction in the side yard. Wheel-
chair accessible, Free parking. Admission: Donations
Accepted. Contact Ted Finkbohner at (510) 472-5130,

or visit www.trainweb.org/camrrc

GEORGIA, CARTERSVILLE, October 2-3, 2021. NEW
DATE: Piedmont Division 2021 Model Train Show
at Clarence Brown Convention Center, 5450 GA 20.
NEW DATE! NEW LOCATION! Enjoy our train show
featuring 6 operating layouts, 150 dealer tables, White
Elephant Table, and more! Enter a raffle for a layout.
Sponsored by the Piedmont Division NMRA. Door priz-
es, Wheelchair accessible, Free parking, NMRA event.
Admission: $9.00 Per Person, age 9 and under are
FREE. Contact Sally Bando at (404) 550-4816, or visit
piedmont-div.org

ILLINOIS, CHERRY VALLEY, October 2-3, 2021. Cherry-
vale Mall Train Show at Cherryvale Mall, 7200 Harri-
son Ave. Enjoy our train show featuring vendors sell-
ing new and used model trains, supplies, and railroad
collectibles. Operating layout displays. Sponsored by
Rock River Valley Division NMRA. Door prizes, Re-
freshments available, Wheelchair accessible, Free
parking. Admission: FREE. Contact Marty Hendrickx
at (815) 623-7326, or visit www.rrvd-nmra.com

INDIANA, NAPPENNEE, October 16, 2021. 16th Annual
EMRRC Train Show at Claywood Event Center, 13924
N 1100 W (County Line Road). Enjoy our train show
featuring more than 150 tables of vendors selling new
and used model trains in all scales. Presented by the
Elkhart Model Railroad Club. Refreshments available,
Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Admission:
$5.00 Per Person. Contact Nathan Overmyer at (574)
850-8485, or visit www.emrrc.com

I0WA, HAMPTON, October 31, 2021. North Central lowa
Model Railroad Club 9th Annual Model Train Show
and Sale at Franklin County Convention Center, Hwy
3 West. Enjoy our model railroad show and sale. Op-
erating layout of the club in basement of restored Rock
Island depot on the grounds. Door prizes, Refresh-
ments available, Wheelchair accessible, Free parking.
Admission: $5.00 Adults, age 10 and under free with
paid adult. Contact Eastside Trains at (641) 456-1998,
or visit www.emrrc.com

IOWA, IOWA CITY, October 10, 2021. Hawkeye Model
Railroad Club Train Show & Sale at Johnson Coun-
ty Fairgrounds, Building C, 4261 Old Highway 218
S. Vendors selling new and used model trains in all
scales. Operating model railroad displays. See web
site for details. Refreshments available, Wheelchair
accessible, Free parking. Admission: $5.00 Per Per-
son, under 10 FREE. Contact Gerald Stebbins at
(319) 643-5192, or visit hawkeyemodelrrclub.com

MASSACHUSETTS, GARDNER, October 2, 2021. SNEMRR
O Scale Model Train Show at Chestnut Street United
Methodist Church, 161 Chestnut Street. Enjoy our O
Scale model train show, featuring the Southern New
England Model Railroad Club’s permanent two-rail
O scale layout. See web site for details. Door priz-
es, Refreshments available, Wheelchair accessible,
Free parking. Admission: $6.00 Adults, $8.00 Family
Max. Contact Adam Ferraro at (508) 713-1814, or visit
Www.snemrr.org

MASSACHUSETTS, TAUNTON, September 19, 2021. Old
Colony Model Train Show at Taunton Holiday Inn,
700 Myles Standish Blvd. Enjoy our all-gauge show
featuring dealers from Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
and Connecticut, along with operating layouts. Pre-
sented by the Old Colony Model Railroad Club. Door
prizes, Refreshments available, Wheelchair acces-
sible, Free parking. Admission: Adults $5.00, under
12 and Scouts in uniform free when accompanied by
adult. Contact Dennis Ingalls at (508) 558-9883, or visit
www.oldcolonyrailroadclub.com

MASSACHUSETTS, TAUNTON, November 6, 2021. North
Shore Model Railroad Club November Flea Market at
Holiday Inn, 700 Myles Standish Blvd. Enjoy our train
show featuring newly acquired estate collections, thou-
sands of items for sale, new and used. See web site
for details. Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Ad-
mission: FREE. Contact NSMRRC at (857) 588-3180,

or visit www.nsmrc.org

MASSACHUSETTS, WAKEFIELD, September 11, 2021.
North Shore Model Railroad Club September Flea
Market at Lakeside Inn, 595 North Ave. Enjoy our train
show featuring newly acquired estate collections, thou-
sands of items for sale, new and used. See web site
for details. Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Ad-
mission: FREE. Contact NSMRRC at (781) 245-4742,
or visit www.nsmrc.org

MICHIGAN, EAST LANSING, November 14, 2021. Lansing
Model Railroad Club Show and Sale at Michigan State
University Pavilion, 4301 Farm Lane. Michigan’s larg-
est train show featuring layouts, demonstrations, and
more than 500 vendor tables. Refreshments available,
Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Admission: $6.00
Per Person, under 12 free. Contact Ron St. Laurent at
(517) 256-3588, or visit Imrc.org

MISSOURI, KIRKWOOD, October 9-10, 2021. 30th Annual
Greater St. Louis Metro Area Train Show at Kirkwood
Community Center, 111 S. Geyer Road. Enjoy our train
show featuring operating layouts including NTRAK,
vendors selling new and used trains in all scales. Pre-
sented by Mississippi Valley N Scalers. Door prizes,
Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Admission: $7.00
Adults, 12 and under FREE. Contact David Johnson at
(636) 225-2405, or visit mvns.railfan.net

NEW HAMPSHIRE, PETERBOROUGH, November 13, 2021.
Monadnock Model Railroad Club Show at Peterbor-
ough Community Center, Elm Street. Enjoy our train
show featuring operating layouts in all scales, historical
railroad exhibits, vendors, and White Elephant table.
Refreshments available, Wheelchair accessible, Free
parking. Admission: $5.00 adults, children under 12 no
charge. Contact Andrew Dunbar at (603) 801-7334, or

visit smmsig.org/2021-annual-meet

NEW YORK, SYRACUSE, November 6-7, 2021. Great New
York State Model Train Fair at Empire Expo Center at

New York State Fairgrounds, 581 State Fair Blvd. En-
joy the largest model train show in New York State with
more than 300 vendor tables and 30 operating layouts.
Presented by Central New York Chapter NRHS. See
web site for details. Refreshments available, Wheel-
chair accessible, Free parking, NRHS event. Admis-
sion: $10.00, adults (16+); Free for children (15 and
under). Contact Phil Edwards at (315) 451-6551, or
visit www.modeltrainfair.com

PENNSYLVANIA, ALLENTOWN, October 8-9, 2021. 25th
National Model Trolley Meet at Allentown Fairgrounds
Agri-Plex Charles Hall, 302 N 17th St. Largest trolley
modeling event in North America viewing models, large
layouts in O, HO, and other scales. Model contests;
clinics, vendors, Silent Auction table. Sunday 10/10,
Self Guided Home Layout Tours. Sponsored by the
East Penn Traction Club. Refreshments available,
Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Admission: $23
Advance; $25 after 10/1 or at door. Contact Charles
Long at (215) 247-1951, or visit www.eastpenn.org

PENNSYLVANIA, HAWLEY, October 10, 2021. Model Train
Show and Sale at Hawley Fire Dept., 17 Columbus
Ave. Enjoy our event featuring everything to do with
model trains and model railroading for sale. Operating
layouts on display. Proceeds benefit Hawley Fire Dept.
Door prizes, Refreshments available, Wheelchair ac-
cessible, Free parking. Admission: $3.00 Per Person,
under 12 free with paid admission. Contact Bill Delling
at (570) 226-3206, or visit prrh.org

TEXAS, PORT NECHES, November 5-7, 2021. East Tex-
as and Gulf Rail Modelers Association 2021 Annual
Model Train Show at Effie & Wilton Hebert Public
Library, 2025 Merriman Street. Enjoy our train show
featuring our 16x28’ modular HO scale layout on dis-
play. Wheelchair accessible, Free parking. Admission:
Free. Contact Les McMahen at (409) 344-1361, or visit
www.etgrma.com

WASHINGTON, BATTLE GROUND, September 25, 2021.
The 47th Great Train Swap Meet at Battle Ground
High School Gym, 300 W Main Street. Buy, sell, and
trade new and used model railroad equipment in all
scales. Presented by Southwest Washington Model
Railroaders. Refreshments available, Wheelchair ac-
cessible, Free parking. Admission: $10.00 Early Ad-
mission (9:00am), Adults $5.00, Students $3.00, Under
6 free. Contact Larry Sprenkel at (360) 619-8899, or
visit www.kInl.org

WASHINGTON, CHAHALIS, October 9-10, 2021. Lewis
County Model Railroad Club Show and Swap Meet
at Southwest Washington Fairgrounds, 2555 N. Na-
tional Ave. Buy, sell, or trade all types of model rail-
road equipment, toy trains, and railroadiana. All scales
and gauges. See web site for details. Door prizes,
Refreshments available, Wheelchair accessible, Free
parking. Admission: $5.00 Adults, Age 10 and under
free. Contact Ted Livermore at (360) 985-7788, or visit

www.lcmrrc.org

WASHINGTON, KELSO, September 11, 2021. Longview,
Kelso & Rainier Model Railroad Club Fall Swap Meet
& Train Show at Three Rivers Mall, 351 Three Rivers
Drive. Enjoy our train show featuring 200 tables of ven-
dors! Visit the free LK&R Model Railroad Club open
house in the Mall featuring O, HO, and N scale layouts.
See web site for details. Wheelchair accessible, Free
parking. Admission: General Admission $5.00, Early
Bird $10.00, under 12 free with paid adult. Contact Rich
Easly at (360) 431-5790, or visit Ikrtrains.yolasite.com

WISCONSIN, VERONA, September 12, 2021. South Cen-
tral Wisconsin Division, NMRA Meet at Verona Senior
Center, 108 Paoli Street. Enjoy clinic presentations,
model and photo contests, and home layout viewing
following the meeting. Refreshments available, Wheel-
chair accessible, Free parking, NMRA event. Admis-
sion: Free. Contact Kathy Clancy at (608) 831-5357,
or visit www.nmra-scwd.org #¥

To view all event listings, and submit your own, please visit modelrailroadnews.com/timetable
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DEALER DIRECTORY

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE’S AD HERE
Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!
Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.

MRN Dealer Directory « PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080
Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10/ MONTH!!!

ALABAMA, Pelham (Birmingham)
Oak Mountain Hobbies & Toys
Full service Hobby Shop. N, HO, O, On30,
& G scale trains. Authorized Lionel, MTH,
& Digitrax dealer. Open Tue — Fri: 10-5,
Sat: 10-5, & Sun: 1-5.
www.oakmountainhobbies.com
2641 Pelham Pkwy. (205) 685-8980
ARIZONA, Avondale

Litchfield Station
DCC Systems, Decoders, Installations,
Assistance, G to Z Scales, & Layout Supplies.
Mon - Fri: 8:00-5:00, & Sat: 8:00-Noon.
Email: Sales @LitchfieldStation.com
Online Store: LitchfieldStation.com
1412 N Central Ave Ste D (623) 298-7355
CALIFORNIA, Bellflower

RailMaster Hobbies
Friendly Hobby Store!
We carry N, HO, HOn3, S, & Sn3. RailMaster,
Athearn, & more. DCC: Digitrax, Soundtraxx,
& Loksound dealer. Special Orders welcome!
www.railmasterhobbies.com

9812 Belmont St. (562) 867-5627
CALIFORNIA, Concord

Just Trains
Largest selection in the East Bay.
New and Preowned
Digitrax dealer « Detail parts in Multiple

Scales + Discount prices & friendly service
www.just-trains.com

5650 Imhoff Drive Ste. H (925) 685-6566

CALIFORNIA, Hemet

Dynamic Hobbies
We carry HO, N, Atlas, Fox Valley,
Kato, Walthers, Ross switches,
Gargraves, Peco, and much more.
45 foot long in-store layout!
Check us out on Facebook!

811 East Florida Ave. (951) 925-9331
CALIFORNIA, La Mesa (San Diego)

Reed’s Hobby Shop
Exclusively trains! Ride the trolley to
Reed’s. Craft kits, detail parts, Digitrax,
NCE, SoundTraxx dealer, scratch supplies,
& books. Open Mon — Sat: 10-6, & Sun: 12-4.
www.reeds-hobbies.com
8039 La Mesa Blvd. (619) 464-1672
CALIFORNIA, Napa

The Loose Caboose
Napa Valley's premiere hobby shop!
Digitrax dealer, Trains, plastic models,
rockets, slot cars, Thomas the Tank
Engine, & more! Closed Monday.
Tue — Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.
820A 3rd Street (707) 258-1222
CALIFORNIA, Pasadena

The Original Whistle Stop, Inc.
Model rail specialists since 1951.

All scales Z to G. Digitrax & NCE dealer.
Complete stock brass imports: new & used.
Books, structures, tools, & detail parts.

Open 7 days. www.thewhistlestop.com
2490 E. Colorado Blvd. (626) 796-7791

CALIFORNIA, Roseville (Sacramento)

Railroad Hobbies
Exclusively model trains since 1989.
Atlas, Athearn, Digitrax dealer, Kato,
Lionel, LGB, Mérklin, Brass Imports,
books, detail parts. Everyday low prices.
Open 7 days. www.rrhobbies.com
119 Vernon St. (916) 782-6067
CALIFORNIA, Westminster (Orange Co.)

Arnie’s Model Trains
Located adjacent to Milepost 38 Toy Trains.
Forms a 7000 sq. ft. super model/toy train
megacenter. Discount Prices.
Authorized Soundftraxx, TCS, & Digitrax dealer.
www.arniesmodeltrains.com
6452 Industry Way Ste. B (714) 893-1015
CALIFORNIA, Yuba City

The Western Depot
A full service model train store. Large
inventory, HO, N, O, & 027 Tinplate.
Books, videos, collector & gift items.
Repair service. We buy old toy trains.
www.westemdepot.com
1650 Sierra Ave. #203 (530) 673-6776
Taking a trip?
Bring MRN Along!

Check out the Dealer Directory.
Your map to local hobby shops!

CONNECTICUT, Cheshire
The Hobby Gallery I, LLC
Model Trains Exclusively in HO, N, & O Scale
Collections All Sizes « Bought and Sold
Large Inventory In Stock

Custom Built Structures and Expert Repairs
Open Tuesday - Friday: 10am-4pm
856 S. Meriden Rd. (203) 879-2316

CONNECTICUT, Manchester
Time Machine Hobby, LLC
“Largest Hobby Shop in New England”
Carry scales N — O, MTH, Lionel, Mérklin,
Walthers, & Digitrax dealer. Large operating
layouts. Sat — Wed: 10-6, Thu-Fri: 10-9.
www.timemachinehobby.com

71 Hilliard Street (860) 646-0610

DELAWARE, Ocean View
SeaSide Hobbies
No sales tax at the Delaware seashore.
Lionel new & used... also Atlas, Bachmann,
& MTH! We buy used trains. Auth. Lionel
repairs. Large inventory of used HO. Open
Tue - Sat: 10am-4:30pm. Closed Sun & Mon.
15 Daisy Ave. (302) 539-1601

FLORIDA, Melbourne
TRF Trains & MnT Hobbies
The Space Coast’s Model Train Shop.

Z thru G scales. N scale our specialty!
Digitrax, Soundtraxx, Lionel, & Walthers Dealer.
Also Atlas, BWL, IM, Kato, LGB, MTL, & Piko.
Mon — Fri: 10-5; Sat: 10-4. www.trf-trains.com
2715 N. Harbor City Blvd. #10 & 11, U.S. 1(321) 241-4997

FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)
H & R Trains & Toys, Inc.
The last decent place in FL not endorsed
by Mickey Mouse. Huge inventory in all
gauges. Great store, come see! Digitrax
dealer. Daily 10-6, & Sun: 11-5.
www.hrtrains.com

7900 49th Street N. (727) 526-4682

FLORIDA, Pinellas Park (Tampa Area)
Zitnik Trains
2600 sq. ft. Showroom « Lionel & MTH dealer
New & Used: buy/sell « All gauges Z thru G
Over 6,000 Parts « Repair Service ¢+ Trains
Train sets * Track * Scenic Supplies
Tue - Sat: 10-6 * www.zitniktrains.com

5193 73rd Ave. N. (727) 201-9668

FLORIDA, Port Orange (Daytona Beach)

Roundhouse South
Your Southern Connection for Quality
Products! Featuring O, HO, & N. Woodland
Scenics, MTH, MegaStation, & National Service
Center. Breyer Horses. Mon — Fri: 9:30am-5pm,
& Sat: 9:30am-4pm. www.roundhousesouth.com

4611 S. Ridgewood Ave. (386) 304-7003

FLORIDA, Sarasota
Gulf Coast Model Railroad
Trains, trains, trains! Model railroading
at its best. DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Visit us in store or on the Web at:
www.gcmrr.com
Open Mon - Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5.
3222 Clark Rd. (941) 923-9303
FLORIDA, Spring Hill
Dana’s Railroad Supply
HO, N, O, & G scales and train supplies.
DCC installation & Digitrax dealer.
Operating 20 x 20 ft. HO layout.
Hours: Tue — Sat: 10am-5pm.
www.danasrailroadsupply.com

4042 Deltona Blvd. (352) 684-2484
GEORGIA, Buford

Trainmaster Models
Quality Selection & Service
Discount pricing in all scales, Digitrax dealer.
Mon - Sat: 11am-6pm, Sun: Tpm-6pm.
www.Trainmastermodels.com
Across from NS Mainline. In downtown Buford.

601 E. Main St. (678) 546-3600

GEORGIA, Riverdale

Riverdale Station Inc.
Atlanta’s favorite train store for over 35
years! Catering to the serious model
railroader. Quality kits, detail parts,
brass models, & Digitrax dealer. Open
Tue — Sat: 10-5:30. Fax (770) 907-4992

6632 Hwy. 85 (770) 991-6085

ILLINOIS, Marion
Chuck’s Depot
Full-Line Hobby Shop. HO, N, some
Z scale, locomotives & RTR, Digitrax
dealer, scenery, plastic models, R/C,
tools, paints, & more....
Open Tue - Fri: 1:30-6:30pm, Sat: 10-4pm.
1913 W. Rendelman St. (618) 993-9179

ILLINOIS, Mundelein
Ron’s Mundelein Hobbies, Inc.

An Old Time Friendly Shop. Serving

Northeastern lllinois for over 35 years!

Digitrax dealer. Web: mundeleinhobbies.com

Tue — Fri: 10am-6pm, Sat: 9am-4pm,

& Sun: 11am-3pm. Fax: 847-949-8687

431 N. Lake Street (847) 949-8680
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ILLINOIS, Rockford

Midwest Rail Junction
Full service model train store.

0, HO, N, & Z scales. Digitrax dealer.
Discounted prices. Special orders welcomed.
Open Mon - Sat: 9am-5:30pm.
www.midwestrailjunction.com
1676 N Alpine Rd (815) 963-0200

ILLINOIS, Springfield

Castle Trains & Treasures
HO/G/N

Special orders / discount prices
Display layouts / clinics / assistance
Call for hours
Digitrax Dealer

4782 Old Jacksonville Rd. (217) 793-0407

HobbyTown USA
One of the Largest Train Selections in
Indy! Specializing in HO & N scales
Digitrax dealer. Special orders welcome!
Mon. - Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12-6

8326 Castleton Corner Dr. (317) 845-4106

Train Central
An Old Fashion Train Shop
Z, N, HO, O Model Trains & Supplies
Digitrax dealer, & Railroad Books
www.waynestrains.biz
SE Corner 17th & Shadeland

1651 N Shadeland Ave. (317) 375-0832

I0WA, Hastings
JJ&CL Model Train Shop
Home of EB Products, NCE, SoundTraxx, & OSB

Decoder installation & repair. We stock model train
supplies, details, parts, paint, tools... anything you'd

need. More than 8,000 items. We carry tons of rare
and hard to find pieces. www.jjcimodeltrainshop.com

36046 Noyes Ave . (712) 328-6647

IOWA, Urbandale

Hobby Haven
N, HO, O, Lionel, MTH, Atlas, Digitrax
dealer. Exit #129 I-80/1-35, 2 miles south.
lowa’s Premier Model Railroad Store.
Open 7 days a week
www.hobbyhaven.com

2575 86th Street (515) 276-8785

ToToTrains, LLC
European trains & accessories. Discounts
on all Walthers catalog items. Mérklin
new & used. Importer of Artitec.
Hours: Fri— Sat: 10am-4pm.
www.tototrains.com; info@tototrains.com

1031 Vermont St., Ste. A (785) 766-0467

KANSAS, Overland Park (KC Area)
Fred’s Train Shop
0, S, HO, N, Z, & G Scales. Lionel,
LGB, MTH, Mérklin, & more! Digitrax dealer.
New, Used, and Vintage trains & repairs.

Extensive scenery line.
www.fredstrainshop.com

9322 West 87th St. (913) 383-3500

MAINE, Yarmouth

Maine Modelworks
Visit our retial store! Specialty in HO trains,
DCC, scenery, & more. We offer custom work:
painting, weathering, and diorama & structure
building. Open Tue, Thu-Fri: 10-5, Wed: 10-7, & Sat: 9-4.
Also check out: mainemodelworks.com
374 US Route 1, Ste 2 (207) 781-8300

MAINE, York

York Village Marketplace
Model trains & slot cars. Most scales
available. Accessories & services. New,
pre-owned, & vintage. Working layout!
Open 7 days: 10am-5pm.
Facebook.com/ModelTrainsSlotCars
891 US Rte. 1(207) 363-4830

TMARYLAND, Gaithersburg

Engine House Hobbies
Trains and more. Serving your creative
needs. Primarily O, HO, scenery, and
tools. Other scales ordered.
Digitrax & DCC dealer.
www.enginehousehobbies.net

1A E. Diamond Ave. (301) 590-0816

MASSACHUSETTS, Ashburnham
Shepaug Railroad Company
HO and N Scale Trains
Auth. Athearn, Digitrax, Micro-Trains,
Walthers dealer. Tue & Thu 10am — 4pm,
Wed & Fri 11am — 6pm, Sat 10am - 6pm
www.halfpricehobby.com

23 Westminster St. (978) 537-2277

MASSACHUSETTS, Malden

Charles Ro Supply Company
Serving train hobbyists for over 40 years
offering the largest selection & best pricing.
Full line of N to G scale trains & supplies.
Authorized Lionel Repair Center.

Ship worldwide. www.charlesro.com

662 Cross St. (781) 321-0090

MASSACHUSETTS, Whitman

Norton Prototypes
Full line of model trains. Mostly HO.
Complete Athearn inventory. Full prototype
custom shop! Large inventory of custom
engines & freight cars. Largest inventory
Highball graphics & Micro Scale decals.

79 South Ave. Rte. 27 (508) 725-6710

MICHIGAN, Flint
Rider’s Hobby Shop of Flint

G (LGB, 1:20.3), O (Lionel, MTH), On30,
HO, & N. Locos, buildings, cars, figures,

kits, track, scenery supplies, details, books,
& repairs. Digitrax dealer. Visit: riders.com

Mon - Fri: 10-8, Sat: 10-6, Sun: 12-5
2061 S. Linden (810) 720-2500

MICHIGAN, Saginaw

Brasseur Electric Trains, Inc.
Trains & Accessories N to G
Authorized Digitrax, Lionel, & MTH dealer
sales & service. Pre/Post War
repairs — over 12,000 parts in stock
www.traindoctor.com

410 Court St. (989) 793-4753

PHSC Hobbies
Specializing in HO, N & Z Scale Model Trains.
We carry Atlas, Blackstone, Bluford Shops, BLI,
Digitrax, KATO, KADEE, MTL, PECO, Soundtraxx,
Walthers & more.

Store Hours M-F 11-4.

614 Washington St Suite 105 (660) 973-2799

MONTANA, Billings

Jim’s Junction
Model railroading headquarters for the
Northern Rockies. HO, HOn3, & N gauge.
Digitrax dealer, kits, parts, tools, & books.
Tue — Fri: 10-5:30, & Sat: 10-3. Closed Sun-Mon.
trains28@jimsjunction.com www.jimsjunction.com

811 B 16th St. West (406) 259-5354

NEBRASKA, Deshler

Spring Creek Model Trains
Largest HO/N scales inventory from Denver
to Chicago. Stop in & say, WOW! All major
brands, DVDs, Digitrax dealer, & more!
Mon - Fri: 10-6. Weekend Hours vary... call
ahead! www.springcreekmodeltrains.com
304 E. Bryson Ave. (402) 365-7628

NEBRASKA, Omaha

House of Trains Inc.
One of the oldest and most experienced
stores around. We carry all Scales!
Huge Selection!

DCC and Digitrax dealer.
www.houseoftrains.com
8106 Maple St. (402) 934-7245

NEVADA, Las Vegas
HobbyTown USA
While in Las Vegas, check out our train
selection. Close to the Las Vegas strip.
DCC & Digitrax dealer.
Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-7pm,
Sat: 10am-6pm, & Sun: 12pm-5pm.
4590 W. Sahara, Ste. 103 (702) 889-9554
NEW JERSEY, Piscataway

The Model Railroad Shop
Since 1933 - HO, N, & O scales.

Fire Truck models, RR. books, repairs, service,
& Digitrax dealer. Mon — Sat: 10am-6pm,
Wed & Fri: 10am-9pm. Closed Sunday.
www.themodelrailroadshop.com
290 Vail Ave. (732) 968-5696

NEW JERSEY, Somerville
The Big Little Railroad Shop
Full line all scales N thru G. Specializing
in service. Digitrax dealer.
Tue-Wed: 11am-6:30pm, Thu-Fri: 11am-7pm,
Sat: 11am-5pm, & Sun: 12pm-4pm
www.biglittle.com jan@biglittle.com
63 W. Main St. (908) 685-8892

Sattler’s Hobby Shop
Atlas, Athearn, Broadway Ltd., Walthers,
structures, & books.
Exclusively trains since 1955.

HO and N.

14 Haddon Avenue (856) 854-7136

NEW YORK, Farmingdale

Sunrise Trail Hobbies
Celebrating a quarter century in business
The Biggest little hobby shop on Long Island
HO, N scale and more
Club layout under construction
mconca@optonline.net

24 Commerce Drive (516) 491-3328

NORTH CAROLINA, Arden (Asheville Area)

Factory Direct Trains
Asheville’s Finest Model Railroading Store
N & HO ScaleTrains; Accessories and
More! Zip Code 28704
www.factorydirecttrains.com
ask@factorydirecttrains.com

7 Glenn Bridge Rd. Unit B (800) 990-3381



NORTH CAROLINA, Landis

Chuck’s Trains
Specializing in N, HO, & O scale Trains
& accessories.

DCC & Digitrax Dealer.

www.Chuckstrains.com
129 S. Central Ave. (704) 855-7245

NORTH CAROLINA, Spencer
Little Choo Choo Shop, Inc.
Across from NC Transportation Museum. Large
selection of trains in all scales, Digitrax
dealer, RR videos/books, & children’s toys.
Tue — Sat: 10-5:30. www.littlechoochooshop.com
Or info@littlechoochooshop.com
500 S Salisbury Ave (800) 334-2466
OHIO, Alliance

Rob’s Trains
HO & N scale trains, Athearn,
Walthers, & Kadee. Accessories, detail
parts, scratch-building supplies, Digitrax,
TCS, & Soundtraxx dealer. Tue, Thu, Fri:
12-8, Sat: 10-3. www.robstrains.com
333 East Main (330) 823-7222
OHIO, Lebanon

Isac Hobbies
Drive in/fly in; full service hobby shop.
Warren County Airport. Scaletrains,
Blackstone, Athearn, Walthers, Hobby Master,
Gemini jets, & more. Mon — Fri: 11-6,
& Sat: 10-5. www.isacstore.com
2460 Greentree Rd. 17E (513) 836-3557

OREGON, Beaverton

Tammie’s Hobbies
Complete full service hobby shop.
HO, N, - Lionel - LGB, & Z scales.

Mon.~Fri. 10am-8pm, Sat. 10am-5pm,
Sun. 12pm-5pm.
www.tammieshobbies.com
12024 SW. Canyon Rd. (503) 644-4535

OREGON, Portland
The Hobby Smith
HO, N, Z, Lionel, Brass, DCC
& Digitrax dealer.
Reservation discounts, New, Used,
& Consignments. 16 minutes from Airport.
www.hobbysmith.com
1809 NE. Cesar Chavez Blvd. (503) 284-1912

OREGON, Portland

Whistle Stop Trains Inc.
Your complete model railroad store.
Gauges Z through G. Digitrax dealer,
Brass, and scratch building supplies.
Mon - Fri: 10-6, Sat: 10-5, Closed Sunday
WWW.Wsor.com

11724 SE. Division St. (503) 761-1822

YOU CAN PLACE YoU
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PENNSYLVANIA, Bristol

Trainpops Attic

We carry most major brands & accessories

for N - G gauge. Buy + Sell + Repair
Hours change seasonally. Please check
our website for hours: www.trainpops.com
E-mail: trainpopsattic@gmailcom

400 Mill St. (215) 788-2014

PENNSYLVANIA, Broomall
Nicholas Smith Trains
American Flyer, Lionel, LGB, & Piko.
HO, N, Z, & On30. Standard O & S gauges
bought, sold, & traded. Auth. service center.
Mon, Wed, Fri: 10-9, Tue & Thu: 10-7,
Sat: 10-5. www.nstrains.com
2343 West Chester Pike (610) 353-8585

PENNSYLVANIA, Hatboro-Warminster
Joe’s Train Station
Am. Flyer, Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH,
Mérklin. G, HO, N & Z. We buy, sell &
repair trains. M-F 12-8, Sat. 10-5 (Closed
Sat. July & Aug.), Open Sun. (Dec.) 10-5.
www.JoesTrainStation.com
283 E. Countyline Rd. (215) 322-5182

PENNSYLVANIA, Strasburg

Strasburg Train Shop
From trains to diecast to scenery....

We have everything for the layout builder!
N, HO, O, Lionel ~ We buy & sell used trains.
Open 7 days a week, year ‘round.
www.etrainshop.com
226 Gap Rd. (717) 687-0464

RHODE ISLAND, Warwick
A. A. Hobbies, Inc.
HO trains, accessories, detail parts,
Craftsperson kits, supplies, & tools.
Open Tue - Fri: 12-6pm, Sat: 10-5pm,
(Sunday, Nov & Dec: 12-4pm), & closed Monday.
1/2-mile West of airport. aahobbies @gmail.com
655 Jefferson Blvd. (401) 737-7111

SOUTH CAROLINA, Greenville
Blue Ridge Hobbies
Model Trains Only - All At Discount Prices!
130,000 plus in all scales available online
24/7 at: www.BlueRidgeHobbies.com. Retail
Store features HO Scale w/ some N & O scales.
See Website For Store Hours
2327 N. Pleasantburg Dr. Ste. H (800) 988-2125

TENNESSEE, Murfreeshoro
Thor’s
Authorized Lionel VAD. We carry all eras.
0, HO, & N scale trains. Hundreds of rolling
stock cars. Large inventory of engines &
accessories. Visit our operating layout
anytime! Open Monday — Saturday: 9am-5pm.
416-F Medical Center Pkwy. (615) 895-6918

TENNESSEE, Nashville

Hudson Classic Hobbies
HO, N, O, & G scales. Special orders, plus
plastic kits, rockets, R/C, and more!
Located between I-24, Exit 59 and I-65, Exit 74.
Open Tue, Wed, Fri, & Sat: 10-6, & Thu: 10-9.
www.hudsonclassichobbies.com
15119 OId Hickory Blvd. (615) 833-8337
TEXAS, Dallas

TW TrainWorx
Official Lionel Builder Since 2001
Traingineer shop / showroom includes:
Custom layouts, Modelers, Model Stations,
Bridge Kits... come see... there’s always
something new! www.TrainWorxStore.com

2808 McGowan St. (877) 881-4997

Papa Ben’s Train Place
All Trains, All Scales!
DCC, Books, Brass, Repairs,
& Digitrax dealer.
papabens.com
papabenstrains @gmail.com

4007 Bellaire Blvd. Ste. E (713) 523-5600

TEXAS, San Antonio
Dibble’s Hobbies
Model railroading is our specialty!
We carry HO, N, Z, O, & G scales. DCC
& Digitrax Dealer, detail parts, Mérklin,
Books, figures, structures, & tools.
dibbleshobbies.com
1029 Donaldson Ave. (210) 735-7721

Train Depot
Bachmann, Lionel, LGB, MTH, Mérklin,
& Digitrax dealer. Repairs done on site.
All scales, sales, and service. G, S, O,

0n30, HO, N, & Z.
www.traindepot.biz

13944 Willard Rd. Ste. | (703) 953-3767

Broadway Hobbies
N, HO, O, G. Complete hobby shop.
Parts, supplies, kits, tools, and more.

Operating HO & G scale layouts!

www.mybroadwayhobbies.com

2531 Broadway (425) 252-6130

WISCONSIN, Green Bay

EngineHouse Services, LLC
Exclusively trains!

Specializing in DCC, N, G, & HO scales
DCC installation, award winning
custom painting & building available.
www.enginehouseservices.com

2737 N. Packerland Dr. 2H (920) 490-4839

| Attention, Hobby Retailers!

7
r-round in MODEL RAILROAD NEWS

WISCONSIN, Milwaukee

Walthers Showroom
Proudly Serving Model Railroaders Since 1932.
Everything you need to build a great model
railroad. Operating layout, historical display,
& friendly service. We will be happy to see you!
1-800-467-2467 or walthers.com
5619 W. Florist Avenue (414) 461-1050

WISCONSIN, Waukesha (Pewaukee)
Jetco’s Hiawatha Hobbies
Mérklin « Lionel « MTH « AF « LGB * Zto G
« buildings « scenery « detail parts * books ¢
scratchbuilding supplies « special orders «
NMRA discounts « Mon - Fri 11-8 « Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5. www.hiawathahobbies.com
2026 Silvernail Rd. (262) 544-4131

Making a purchase?

Visit your local hobby store!

Tell them MRN sent you!

CANADA — BC, Vancouver

Central Hobbies
Large selection of model RR supplies. Brass
models, Athearn, Atlas, Shinohara, Rapido,
MTL, Digitrax, NCE dealer, & more. Special
orders! Open 11-6, Fritil 9, Closed Sun.
www.central-hobbies.com
2825 Grandview Hwy. (604) 431-0771

UK — ENGLAND, Burton on Trent, Staffordshire
Mech Models
The Brick & Mortar Mode! Railroad Store.
HO, N, & Z scale locomotives, rolling stock,
buildings, scenery, tools, track, & more.
Free parking outside the door!
E-mail: admin@mech.co.uk

Unit 9, Lancaster Park + 004401283575444

UK — ENGLAND, Slough, Berkshire
Model Junction
Specialists in American HO.
Plus scenery, tools, DCC, track, & more!
Established 1996.
Exclusive Pelle Soeborg products.
www.modeljunction.info

916 Yeovil Rd. + 0044175352860

YOU CAN PLACE YOUR STORE'’S AD HERE

Advertise Your Hobby Shop Here!

Reach out to local and regional customers that your
regular local advertising misses.
MRN Dealer Directory « PO Box 1080
Merlin, OR 97532-1080
Fax 541-955-0346
e-mail: Directory@ModelRailroadNews.com
IT’'S INEXPENSIVE, TOO! — ONLY $10/ MONTH!!!

Place Your Store'’s
Ad Here!
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THREE BIG BENEFITS OF
NMRA MEMBERSHIP:

Those are the discounts that manufacturers and hobby shops in our Partnership Program are
giving us right now. Partners like Micro-Mark®. Model Rectifier Corporation®. Badger Airbrush®.
Unreal Details®. Hot Wire Foam Factory®. Logic Rail™ Technologies. And over 30 more
companies. It's savings that can actually pay for your membership!

And are you taking advantage of our other big benefits? Like 150+ national
convention clinic videos. Or over 15 hours of “how-to” videos produced by
the biggest names in model railroading videos. Or our directory of model
railroad layouts all over the world that you can visit. The list goes on and on.

If you haven't visited www.nmra.org lately, you’re missing out on some really
great stuff. Starting with a boatload of discounts!
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BI-LEVEL AUTO RACKS

InterMountain has arranged with Fox Valley Models to produce sixteen paint schemes of what was formerly
known as the Red Caboose Bi-Level Auto Rack. These unique models feature a die-cast underframe,
InterMountain metal wheel sets, Mirco-Trains® trucks and couplers, and etched metal side panels. There is
something for everyone from Canadian National to Ferromex and nearly everything in between. These cars
range all across the continent carrying their cargo of automotive industry products. Beautifully decorated,

they are a must for any N Scale model train enthusiast.
Produced By:
Imsnmnuimmu
LR
Visit: irctrains.com

ﬁ Like us on . o — .
Facekiook Call: 1-800-472-2530 InNTERIVIOUNTAIN

Join the Modelers’ Club: ircmodelersclub.com BT O
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E-Z Command® Digital Command Control System

Launch into the exciting world of DCC with Bachmann’s E-Z Command® Digital Command Control System. In
partnership with Lenz Elekironik GmbH, Bachmann brings you a DCC system that's both affordable and easy
to use for novice and experienced hobbyists alike. E-Z Command® allows modelers to digitally control the
speed, direction, lighting, and sound of multiple locomotives, and features simple main-track programming.

* DCC control for all scales. E-Z Command® 5 Amp Power Booster
#44910 required for O Scale and Large Scale operation.

Item No. 44932 « MSRP $210.00

E-Z Command® 5 Amp Power Booster

The E-Z Command® 5 Amp Power Booster delivers extra current to the track to allow for an
increased number of DCC locomotives on your HO, N, or On30 layout, and makes use

of our E-Z Command® Digital Command Control System possible on more demanding © Scale
and Large Scale layouts. Compatible with any NMRA-compliant DCC system.

Item No. 44910 » MSRP $449.00

Power Packs and Speed Controllers (not DCC compatible) 16V DC Multi-Accessory Power Supply

Power multiple accessories from one convenient power supply

Standard
Appropriate for N, HO, and B )
On30 Scale trains [ ‘e <

eample of multiple
CEMONY ConneTions

Item No. 44211+ MSRP $92.00 -

spuade cexd

Large Scales
Appropriate for O Scale and

Large Scale frains

wall pack power
suppiy includesd -

ltem No. 44219 + MSRP $60.00 m

Item No. 44217 « MSRP $99.00




