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Cover: Bath Green Park
was the worthy winner of
Hornby Magazine’s first
Layout of the Year
Competition in 2007.

A Fowler 2P’ 4-4-0 pilots a
Bulleid ‘West Country’
4-6-2 on departure from
the evocatively modelled

station. Chris Nevard.

Title page: A ‘King Arthur’
4-6-0 crosses the road at
Wellbridge, as modelled by
the Crawley Model Railway
Society. Chris Nevard.



The past 18 months have been filled with new models, wonderful

layouts and many new ar ements. Tim Maddocks’ Bleakhouse
Road featured in HM July 2008 and showed just how appealing the

Somerset levels are to the branch line modeller. Chris Nevard
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Welcome

t seems like only yesterday that we were working
on the first issue of Hornby Magazine, but in fact it is
now |6 full issues since the first and now we’re well on
our way to publishing issue 17 as | write.

The first 18 months of this magazine’s life have been a
true whirl wind — they say time waits for no man, and that
is certainly true of magazine publishing. As with any
magazine we are driven by the industry which surrounds us
and I'm happy to say that model railways are enjoying a
buoyant time filled with exciting new releases, higher quality
products than ever before and a greater range than many
could expect.

This first Hornby Magazine Yearbook is a look back at the
highlights of 2007 and 2008 including five favourite layouts
chosen by readers through our first Layout of the Year
Competition from 2007, the best track plans from Anthony
New’s series and a look back at the new models which
shaped the past |18-months. But that’s not all, as Hornby
Magazine’s contributors have been working hard to produce
new material to whet your appetite for modelling, show
you what’s possible and explain that model railways don’t
have to be complicated. We’re here to help modellers new
and returning, make the most of this wonderful hobby and
that is what the magazine will continue to do.

There genuinely has never been a better time to start.
Digital Command Control has opened up a new field of
opportunities while the range of models — whether you’ve
a passion for the Western, Southern, Midland, Eastern
Scottish Region — has never been better, even though there
are still gaps to be filled. For diesel and electric modellers
times are good too as Bachmann, Heljan and Hornby strive
to develop ever better models, both locomotives and rolling
stock.

The big story of 2007-2008 has to be the rapid
development of ‘N’ gauge. Sure, it has been developing for
a while now, but | think the last 12-months, with the release
of the Bachmann Class 04 diesel shunter, LMS Stanier
‘Jubilee’, Class 37 and ‘Warship’ along with Dapol’s ‘QI’ and
‘9F’ models have really shown just how much potential this
scale holds. As a once long-term ‘N’ gauge modeller myself
the attraction is back and, even though I'll be sticking with
‘OO’ gauge, the prospect of an ‘N’ gauge project layout is
getting all the greater as more new models are announced
and released.

As I've said this is buoyant time for the hobby and
whichever scale you model in, or are considering, we're
never had it so good. So, enjoy the Hornby Magazine
Yearbook, but more importantly, enjoy the hobby,
enjoy what we have and make the most of what the
manufacturers are prepared to do for us.

Happy modelling!

Mike Wild
Editor, Hornby Magazine
Peterborough, August 2008
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2 The station frontage

has been beautifully

modelled and has a

wonderful atmosphere too.

Previous page: Stanier
‘Black Five’ 44908
(a re-numbered Hornby
model) simmers under the
station roof at Bath Green
Park after arrival with an
inter-regional train. On the
right an Ivatt 2MT’ 2-6-2T
draws to a halt with a local

train.

he Somerset and Dorset
Railway from Bath to

Bournemouth is a railway

like no other. This route,
often referred to as the ‘Slow and
Dirty’ — or S&D, was a regular haunt
for legendary railway photographer
Ivo Peters, whose images have left a
timeless reminder of this much-
lamented and greatly missed cross-
country route.

The terminus of the S&D was Bath
Green Park — opened on 4 August
1869 and originally named Bath
Queen Square for the Midland
Railway’s extension from
Mangotsfield. In 1874 the Somerset
and Dorset Railway joined the
Midland at Bath Junction and the two
companies reached an agreement for
joint use of the station.

In the post-1948 BR era this
magnificent station echoed to the
sounds of Midland and Southern
locomotives as local trains shuffled
onto the route and express trains,
including the infamous ‘Pines Express’
arrived and turned to head to
Bournemouth.

The station itself was stunning, yet
at the same time simple. It had just
two platform faces, but it was the
imposing trainshed over the four
central tracks that gave the station its
magnificent character together with
the unmistakable clanking of ex-LMS
locomotives appearing side-by-side
with engines from the Southern
Region.

Sadly the Somerset and Dorset
Railway was hit by closure in the 1960s
and in March 1966 the route closed
altogether — four years after the last
through train (the ‘Pines Express’
hauled by BR ‘9F 2-10-0 92220
Evening Star) had traversed the line.
Local traffic clung on, but it couldn’t
last forever. The Taunton Model
Railway Group’s recreation of Bath
Green Park provides a lasting memory
of this terminus station and captured
the hearts and minds of Hornby
Magazine’s readers to become Hornby
Magazines Layout of the Year 2007.

History of a model
The Taunton Model Railway Group
began work on Bath Green Park 10
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years ago. The idea was to produce
a complimentary project to their
existing layout, Tamerig Central,
which is now permanently based at
the TMRG'’s headquarters at Bishops
Lydeard, and also create a new
exhibition layout at the same time.

Modelling the jointly-worked
Midland Railway and Somerset and
Dorset Railway station at Bath,
Somerset, seemed a reasonable
proposition. It offered a double/single
track junction, a goods yard, two
engine sheds sharing a single
turntable, siding loops and a sizeable
two-platform terminus with a
magnificent glass and iron main shed
structure. Factors which influenced
the final decision included the
complexity of the challenge and the
opportunity to run motive power
and rolling stock design originating
from all four post-1923 main line
railway companies, and BR designs
up to 1966.

From the outset, TMRG members
aimed for the highest practical
standards to create an accurate
model of the prototype. Bath Green



Park offered sufficient individual
projects for most of the group to
become involved and better still,
the prototype remained an
unmodernised railway right up to its
demise. From a modelling point of
view the group was fortunate that
the train shed and most of the
original station buildings remain in use
as part of a Sainsbury’s supermarket
complex in Bath.

“The project has required very
considerable research. Track and
building plans and many photographs
have been kindly loaned for close
examination. Even now, fresh
information continues to appear. In
one sense the layout can never be
completed, but we assess about
95% has been achieved (or plans

exist), for inclusion into our model.”

Representing nationalisation
The period chosen represents the
post-1948 BR years to 1966. As the
railway was constantly developing
and changing, not all features
modelled existed simultaneously,
it being impossible to obtain a fully
comprehensive set of information
recording a particular point in time.
“All the features portrayed are
supported by evidence of accuracy
within our chosen timespan. The vast

-

majority are correct for the full
period, but as every keen modeller
will know, railway infrastructure is a
constantly changing canvas of details,”
David said.

“The original station was a
Victorian masterpiece built by the
Midland Railway, which survived after
its demise into the 1923 grouping
until the rundown to eventual
closure, which began in 1962. Some
upper quadrant type signals and track
layouts alterations, mainly in the

%
.
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engine sheds (features we have
included) reflect the more obvious
alterations.

“The major objective was to
construct a layout capable of display
away from our clubroom. This
required a strong baseboard design
without excessive weight, achieved
by using mainly 9mm plywood with
circular holes cut in the cross
bearers.”

To make the model suitable for
‘home’ and ‘away’ use some sections

www.hornbymagazine.com

@D With the 6.05pm
local to Binegar behind,
ex-LMS ‘1P’ 0-4-4T 58086
prepares to shunt its stock
into the departure

platform.

@ The overall roof of

Bath Green Park has been
magnificently detailed with

columns and iron work.




(#11» Double-headed
trains were a common
feature of the Somerset
and Dorset and, more
interestingly, combinations
varied more than on any
other route. An ex-LMS
Fowler 2P’ 4-4-0 pilots an
ex-SR Bulleid ‘West
Country’ 4-6-2 away from
Bath Green Park in a
classic combination of S&D

motive power.

6 The junction where
the Somerset and Dorset
route diverges from the
former Midland Railway
will be remembered
forever. An ex-LMS ‘4F
0-6-0 rumbles down the
gradient from the S&D
with a van train towards
Bath Green Park station
while an ex-GWR ‘45XX’
2-6-2T waits patiently for

its next duty.

are duplicated. Four baseboards
comprise the station, goods yard,
and engine sheds — these are
portable and common to both the
clubroom (‘home’) and exhibition
(‘away’) versions. The rest has been
built twice — one set is
geographically correct, built in a
more or less straight line to reflect
the prototype and is portable for
exhibitions, the other set is built to
fit within the clubroom in a curve
and is fixed. The clubroom version

F
o

connects into the “Tamerig Central’
layout.

The ‘away’ layout has an overall
floor ‘footprint’ of about 70ft x |2ft.
David takes up the story: “after
being taken on its ‘holidays’, as we
describe our commitment to do
this), the experience revealed
difficulties with both the overall size
and operation of it. We received
considerable praise for the high
standards of construction and
authenticity of the scene portrayed.

i

‘,.‘

We also attracted initial criticism
for the limited level of operations,
although with each appearance this
improved, but the reality had to be
faced and learnt the hard way that
what we had built was not a model
railway, but a model of a railway —
there is a difference between these
two approaches to operating any
model, especially this one.

“We learned that in creating
an almost exact model of the
prototype, we had failed to also offer




correct realism of train operation.
It was not sufficient to run into and
out of the terminal with no serious
attempt to portray prototype
practice.

“The prototype track layout had
been created to handle the traffic
pattern that ran on the S&D and
Midland systems, although we had
over simplified our operating
interpretation of it. The prototype
comprised five basic traffic flows —
through expresses between the
north and Bournemouth that
reversed in the station; local S&D
passengers between Bath and
Mangotsfield/Bristol; through S&D
route freights to/from the Midland
routes, principally to/from the North
Somerset coalfields; and terminating
freight traffic from both the Midland
and S&D routes into Bath goods
yard and local private sidings.

“It made better sense to attempt
a prototypical service sequence to
portray this diversity, but it proved
to be more difficult than first
thought. The desired full timetable
operation generated too high an
activity demand within the existing
electrical control limitations. Success
came when another operator was
introduced to work two new mini-

panels created to ease the workload

on the ‘junction’ and ‘loco’ panel
console operators.

“A model railway timetable for an
end-to-end layout has to be planned
within the limits imposed by model
operation (we use handheld
conventional analogue controllers)
as each operator can normally only
control one movement at a time,
unlike prototype practice (or on
circular model layouts) where a
signalman/model operator can
control simultaneous movements.
The modern systems of individual

digital train control could help, but
are beyond our present club and
personal budgets.

“The solution that emerged, after
much burning of the midnight oils,
has been to rotate the former fiddle
yard through 180 degrees (reducing
the overall length of the model) and
rebuild it into a transit yard with a
‘balloon’ reversing loop.

“This now allows trains to run in a
continuous direction to/from the
station and yards with a layover
period in the transit yard. By

=1 [ Goods traffic was a
major part of Bath Green
Parl’s traffic, particularly
with coal coming from the
North Somerset coalfields.
A Stanier ‘8F’ 2-8-0 waits
for the signals to clear at
the head of a coal train
whilst on the left a
Southern Railway built
Maunsell ‘N’ 2-6-0 is held
in the goods loops with a

van train.
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8 The locomotive
shed was a prominent
feature both of Bath and
the photographs of Ivo
Peters — a cameraman with
a strong association with
the Somerset and Dorset
route. Fowler 2P’ 4-4-0s
stand in the shed yard
amongst the staff and
clutter which go towards
making this layout so

special.

9 No model of the
Somerset and Dorset
Railway would be complete
without one of the Fowler
‘TP’ 2-8-0s - a class of
locomotive which only saw
service on the S&D. A kit
built model of ‘7F’ 53808
departs Bath Green Park

with a passenger train.

14

rebuilding the model in this way, we operating sequence has been

have not touched the layout design eliminated as has the fiddle yard
configuration or its construction; operator to offset the additional
retained the full scenic area as mini-panel operator. We’ve gained
before, and, as a bonus, slightly improved reliability by eliminating the
extended it. The ‘fiddle’ part of the manual handling requirement;

Hornby Magazine Yearbook

simplified train operations to work
in a uni-directional sequence via the
‘balloon’ loop; improved operator
ability to communicate with each
other by being closer together;
improved the spectator interest with

i‘fi"-i'\ill’ .5

~ ‘l'



the mini-panels for shunting
operations, and achieved an
important reduction in the overall
‘footprint’.

Operating ‘Green Parl’

“The timetable requires a minimum
of 12 train formations, and |16
engines. In practice an adequate
margin is also on hand as a back up
and to offer spectator interest. At the
station, all trains change engines,
mainly provided by light engine
workings to and from the sheds as
per prototype practice.

“The timetable provides a
continuing cycle of movement activity.
The full sequence usually takes about
one hour, although the timed
schedule is 40 minutes — yet to be
achieved!

“Train movements are controlled
by numeric displays (controlled by the
junction and panel operator) to
progress the movement sequence. In
the clubroom these are larger; easy to
read units, permanently affixed to the
walls; on the exhibition layout we use
miniature displays. In the clubroom,
final confirmation to drive a train is
given by exchanging simplified block
bell codes on in-house built block
instruments; on the travelling layout
(where background noise intrusion
in exhibition halls can be a potential
consideration) coloured lights are
displayed on the miniature numeric
panels to signify ‘ok’ to begin driving
a train. Light engine and shunting
movements are controlled locally.

“We use direct overhead lighting
to illuminate the layout, fixed in the
clubroom, and portable for
exhibitions. In the clubroom the main
room lighting is dimmed to emphasise

the layout presentation, at exhibitions
this feature varies between locations.

Lighting is provided under baseboards
to illuminate the main control

consoles.

End of the road

“The initial planning for Bath (Green
Park) occupied two years while the
necessary research was undertaken
prior to beginning construction. The
major requirements were —
baseboard design and size, methods
of support, and how to transport
them to fit into one vehicle. Then
came the wiring loom design for the
considerable number of track
sections. We chose full ‘cab control’
whereby each track section switch
(with minor variations) can control
anywhere on the layout. This has
been modified with experience, but
the concept is excellent and works

well.

Bath Green Park Track Diagram

| Engine shed
2 Goods shed
3 River Avon
4 Station building
[ | Embankments
| Houses

“The scenery backdrop also
required considerable research and is
often praised — including by people
who have lived or still do alongside
the line, and a select few who have
recognised their properties. All
members have contributed to a real
team effort requiring considerable
dedication and commitment. The
jury is still out on “would we do it
again?” — we very much doubt it! We
are agreed the long journey and the
results achieved have, without doubt,

been very worth while”.

() Bath Green Park

shed is visited by a number
of different locomotive
classes of Midland, LMS,
Southern and BR origins.
In this view, from left, an
ex-LMS Hughes-Fowler
‘Crab’ 2-6-0 and Stanier
‘Black Five’ 4-6-0, a BR ‘9F’
2-10-0 and a BR Sulzer
Type 4 adorn the shed.

Bath Green Park stats

Owner: Taunton Model Railway Group
Builder: Taunton Model Railway Group
Scale: ‘00’

Track: Peco Code 75

Length: 70ft

Width: 12ft

Layout type: Terminus-transit yard

Period: 1948-1966

www.hornbymagazine.com




Model railways come in all
shapes and sizes and can
be configured to suit the
space you have available.
This 9ft x 5ft layout, built
by the Epsom and Ewell
Model Railway Club, uses
off the shelf products and
set track to offer the
maximum amount of
railway in a small space.

Chris Nevard.
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build

a model railway?

Starting a new project is always the hardest part, particularly when faced
with a multitude of choices. PAUL APPLETON and MIKE WILD discuss
the choices that lie ahead on the road to creating a world in miniature.

lllustrations: John Wiffen.

odel railways are a

wonderful pastime.

They can take us

back to a time of
fond memories or allow us to follow
our imagination. For the new
modeller, with a blank canvas and
the simple desire to build a working
model railway it can be a minefield
of choice. Should you start afresh
with digital control, should you build
a branch line or a main line and,
perhaps most importantly, where
will the layout be housed?

The answers to some of these
questions will be easy. You might
already have an allegiance to one BR
region or another, or it might be
that you have rediscovered an old
box of Tri-ang Hornby models in the
loft, sparking the flame and new
ideas. A visit to a local model shop
can be inspiring for a complete
newcomer, but equally
overwhelming.

In the past decade model railway
technology has advanced immensely.
Just a few years ago modellers
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‘made do’ with coarse scale wheels
and models which represented, not
badly, but not perfectly, the
locomotives which we treasure and
enjoy. Today, technology has
advanced to the point where
computer aided design (CAD) and
computer aided manufacturer
(CAM) are all the rage and this has
led to superb detailing, smooth
running and reliable chassis and an
overall quality of product that could
hardly have been imagined just a
few years ago.
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Technology isn’t just limited to the
locomotives and rolling stock we
have to choose from. Digital
Command Control has
revolutionised model railway
operation, although conventional, or
analogue control, hasn’t disappeared
by any means. Digital Command
Control (DCC) has brought the
opportunity for greater realism in
terms of railway operation, but it has
also added another choice to the
potentially bewildering world of
model railways.

There are countless stories of
those who have started model
railway projects that are destined
never to be finished. Sometimes this
is because of a lack of patience, or
because the scheme they planned
was simply too ambitious. It is
important to get results reasonably
quickly, otherwise it can be easy to
be become disillusioned. The key is
careful planning. Before rushing
down to the local model shop to buy
your first train set or buying those
first sheets of timber, you need to
consider a number of important
factors. They may seem obvious at
first, but you'll soon see the potential
of this hobby.

The first question is not where to
build a layout, or what scale. It is
much more fundamental than that.
The big question is why do you want
to build a layout, really? It is
important to answer this honestly,
because in turn it will influence your

‘N’ gauge

‘TT’ gauge

‘ 12mm ‘

decisions on two other big
questions. Just because you already
have half a dozen ‘OO’ gauge
locomotives, some lengths of track
and an assortment of rolling stock,
doesn’t mean that you have to build
an ‘O0’ layout. Let’s face it, now’s
the time to change your mind before
investing more money in, possibly,

what could be the wrong scale.

Why build a model railway?
So, back to the question, why do
you want to build a layout? Perhaps
you want to see lots of trains
running. Maybe it’s driven by
nostalgia — the chance to recreate
childhood memories of your local
railway or a main line which held
your facination, or you're
considering going as far as recreating
a real railway location. Perhaps
scenery is where you see the
pleasure and you will enjoy seeing
trains run through ‘real’ countryside.
Or maybe it’s railway operation —
lots of sidings and shunting, or
junction stations with branch lines.
But remember not to get carried
away too soon. A balance is needed
between operational interest and
practicality. The simplest of layouts is
based around a typical train set oval
of track. This type of layout can be
accommodated on a single 6ft x 4ft
baseboard and offers a simple means
to get trains running and start your
enjoyment. Layouts of this style do

have limitation in terms of realism,

‘00’ gauge

Major scales and gauges

Name Scale

Z Imm: | ft
N 2mm: | ft
T 3mm:Ift
HO 3.5mm:Ift
(ee) 4mm: I ft
(@] 7mm: [ ft

Track gauge
4.5mm

9mm

12mm
16.5mm
16.5mm
32mm

so if this is your aim, it is worth
considering one of the alternatives.
A simple style of layout is a
portable or permanent end-to-end
type. Typically this has a station at
one end and a fiddle yard, where
trains are stored, at the other. These
are popular with those who like to
exhibit at public events, because they
are easy to transport and showcase
their prized locomotives and
carriages, but for a home-based
layout, the operator can soon get
tired by operational limitations.
However, small layouts do have
their charms. For one it is much
easier to see a small layout project
through to completion. Similarly, it’s
also more cost effective and it can
provide the basis to try out your
skills before plunging into a much
larger project. Compact layouts also
lend themselves to detail, which is
particularly good considering the
impressive range of off-the-shelf
buildings now available in the
Hornby Skaledale and Bachmann
Scenecraft ranges. If you're starting

anew, then a small layout won’t need

‘0’ gauge

www.hornbymagazine.com

Track gauges, their scales
and actual widths.

John Wiffen.




‘N’ gauge allows a lot of
railway to be packed into a
small space. Chris Singer’s
‘N’ gauge layout occupies
just 2ft x 2ft to allow it to
fit into a compact London

flat. Mike Wild.

as much rolling stock to operate
with, as there simply won’t be the
space. This also has the advantage
that you can allow a collection to
grow over time. Simple thoughts,
but all worth considering.

Probably the most common home
layout is a continuous run, or ‘tail
chaser’. These are layouts that go
round in a continuous loop. They
can be single or double-track main
lines and generally provide more
entertainment value than an end-to-
end style layout. You might choose
to include a large fiddle yard on one
side so that trains can be changed
after one circuit to add realism to
the operation, or, if scenery is more
important you could continue the
main lines right round the room.
Don't think though that you have to
build an extensive layout for a
continuous circuit. It could be as
simple as a double track main line
with a station and a couple of sidings
on one side and a narrow fiddle yard
on the other and in terms of size the
continuous run can range from a
train set style 6ft x 4ft baseboard to
a massive 20ft plus layout built up of

a series of baseboards around the
edge of a room. This way you may
be able to accommodate two
functions in the room which houses
the finished model, such as storing a
car in a garage.

Once you get beyond these two
basic arrangements things start to
get complicated; separate branch
lines, junction stations, busy termini,
split level lines, return loops and so
forth. Don’t worry if some of these
terms don’t mean much at this stage,
they will be explained later, but
suffice to say they would be a little
ambitious for an absolute beginner.

A choice of scale
‘OO’ gauge, 4mm scale is the most
popular in Britain. Gauge refers to
the space between the rails, whereas
scale is the proportion to a life-size
‘one foot’, meaning that 4mm scale
is 4mm to one scale foot. The track
is basically the same as that used in
America and Europe for the slightly
smaller ‘HO’ gauge (see table for
details). In ‘OQ’ there is far more
equipment for the British market,
including ready-to-run locomotives
and rolling stock, buildings and
accessories, than in any other scale.
Modern production techniques
allow a high level of detail, but the
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space needed to produce a realistic
railway in miniature, with scale
length trains and stations, gradual
curves and correct large radius
points would be enormous,
especially where main line
prototypes are concerned. For this
reason most people who choose
‘OQ’ build branch lines or cross
country scenarios where train
lengths are much shorter and the
railway infrastructure more modest.
For example, if you want to run
tender locomotives along a
branchline, or into a seaside
terminus for example, then it is not
unreasonable to expect the station
infrastructure to include a turntable
and a servicing point or depot. This
takes up quite a lot of room — at
least 1t (300mm) diameter for the
turntable alone, so all of a sudden a
lot of precious space is taken up. If
you want to see full-length trains of
more than six coaches, running
through the countryside, or create a
reasonable size town or seaside
resort, ‘N’ gauge, 2mm scale should
definitely be a consideration.
Although this is ‘half’ the scale of
4mm, it actually takes up a quarter
of the space, so much more track
can be accommodated in a smaller
area and the width of the
baseboard takes up less track
‘depth’, allowing more space for
scenery and buildings. For example,
in a 2ft wide board you can get two
full return curves in without them



being too tight for trains to
negotiate.

‘N’ gauge became something of a
poor relation to its larger and more
common counterpart, ‘OO’ gauge,
until recently that is. Bachmann and
Dapol are making tremendous
strides in the quality of ‘N’ gauge
models and where ‘N’ locomotives
bore more of passing resemblance
to their full size breathren, the latest
models really are showing the true
magic of this scale. In terms of
performance, the quality of the
mechanism inside the wonderfully

engineered bodies now follows the
standard we expect from the very
latest ‘OO’ gauge models.

Few could have imagined that a
highly detailed, fully motorised
model of the tiny 200hp BR Class 04
diesel shunter would appear in ‘N’,
but it has, and standards continue to
rise. The variety of locomotives and
rolling stock available in this small
scale is also increasing to the point
where it is well worth considering,
particularly if you are short of space.

However, there are disadvantages
to ‘N’ gauge — primarily the cost.

A loft space can make an ideal

location for a model railway

The garage is another good location, but

it will need to be watertight and insulated

Garden railways are a popular pursuit

in summer and you could build a layout

partly in a garden shed and partly outside

Rolling stock is comparatively more
expensive, as most ‘N’ gauge models
are priced in a similar bracket to the
latest ‘OO’ gauge locomotives and
rolling stock. But now, the quality is
there and that is reflected in the
price. Availability of equipment is no
longer the problem it used to be,
with Graham Farish now part of the
Bachmann empire and Dapol
producing an ever-growing range of
locomotives and rolling stock in
ready-to-run form. Even Hornby are
now producing ‘N’ gauge buildings in
their Lyddle End range (scaled down
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A house offers a number of
opportunities to build a
model railway including a
spare bedroom, loft,
garage or garden shed.

John Wiffen.

If space is at a premium, it is
possible to build a layout on
pulleys from the ceiling




In a 6ft x 4ft space a lot

can be made using ‘00’
gauge. This illustration
shows a split level layout
with a continuous run on
the upper level and a
shunting yard on the lower.

John Wiffen.
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versions of the ‘OO’ gauge Skaledale

buildings) and there are other
manufacturers such as Peco who
produce wagons as well as an
extensive range of track and
accessories and now a fully DCC
fitted ‘N’ gauge model of the GWR
Collett 2251’ 0-6-0. There is also a
superb range of kits for road vehicles
goods wagons, locomotives and
other scenic details which allow
greater realism in ‘N’ gauge. Times
have changed for 2mm scale and
they are continuing to change with
time. You only have to look at the
new Bachmann Class 37 diesel and
Stanier ‘Jubilee’ or Dapol’s stunning
‘Ql’ 0-6-0 and ‘M7’ 0-4-4T to see
that ‘N’ gauge is giving larger scales a
run for their money.

A substantial layout can be
produced in ‘N’ gauge and it can be
a real solution if space is your limiting
factor. There are some superb ‘N’
layouts doing the exhibition circuit
and the N gauge Society caters for
modellers of the scale and even
produces its own range of wagon
kits.

There is a scale/gauge between
these two that many say is the
perfect compromise: “TT’ gauge,

3mm scale. This

allows a good
compromise between
space and detail considerations, but
is not readily available in the shops.
Tri-ang produced a reasonable range
in the 1960s and you can still pick
items up at swapmeets and toy fairs,
but models are crude by today’s
standards and modellers in this scale
need to be proficient in kit and
scratchbuilding — that is to work with
sheet materials, such as brass and
plastic.

There is also a much smaller
system than ‘N’ gauge, known as Z’
gauge. This is tiny, and is really only
of novelty value, particularly for the
British modeller. There is little
commercially available and what is, is
of European outline. There are Z’
gauge layouts on the exhibition
circuit and there is no doubt that a
huge amount of railway and scenery
can be poured into a layout housed
in the average size spare room — you
can even build a basic layout in a
businessman’s brief case — but you
can't really see what’s going on,
especially if you have eyesight
problems!

Despite the improvements in ‘N’
gauge there is no doubt that ‘OO’
gauge remains a firm favourite which
is in no small part due to the
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impressive and
increasingly comprehensive
range of locomotives, carriages
and wagons which are now available
with the latest standards of detail.
Yes, old tooling still exist such as the
Bachmann 972’ and Fowler ‘Royal
Scot’ and the Hornby Class 86 and
ex-Lima models which are now
owned by Hornby — but none of
these could ever be considered as a
bad model. They still represent what
they are supposed to and fill a small
gap in the ready-to-run market
which would otherwise be left
unfulfilled.

As Hornby, Bachmann and latterly
Heljan, the Danish firm, and new
starter ViTrains have driven
standards up with increasingly higher
quality and more finely detailed
models, so collectors and modellers
have upgraded their fleets and sold
off or part-exchanged their older,
less sophisticated models, including
earlier Hornby models and those
from the now defunct Mainline and
Airfix ranges. These older models
are still pretty good, and someone
starting out can get a number of
locomotives or items of rolling stock
for the price of just one new Hornby
or Bachmann locomotive. But be
sure to give them a thorough testing
before committing to the purchase
of a second-hand locomotive, or
better still, find a dealer which sells
pre-tested models

For the new starter on a budget,
Hornby introduced a brand new
range of models in September 2007
known as Railroad. This is a range of
budget priced items which are based
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on earlier toolings and includes
locomotives, coaches and wagons
that the aforementioned new,
upgraded items have replaced.
Already available are 0-4-0T and
0-4-0ST shunting locomotives, a
locomotive powered model of the
famous Gresley A3’ 4-6-2 4472
Flying Scotsman, Pullman carriages
and open wagons. During 2008
Hornby will be adding a budget
model of the streamlined Gresley
A4’ class ‘Pacific’ and the BR ‘9F’ 2-
10-0. Railroad’s prices start from just
£20 for a locomotive, which is
stunning value considering the quality
and smooth running characteristics
of the samples tested in the Hornby
Magazine office.

Going large...
If you really want a lot of fine detail
then you can always look at going
bigger than ‘OQ’. There are finer
scale variations of ‘OO’ such as ‘EM’
and ‘P4’ which are really for those
who seek perfection, but ‘O’ gauge,
7mm scale, achieves another level of
realism altogether. With 32mm
between the rails, locomotives in this
scale dwarf those in ‘OO’ with
dimensions that are almost four
times the size.

Of course the biggest problem
here is finding the space. ‘O’ gauge

layouts look great, but for most

people they simply aren’t practical.
Typically you need at least |12ft for a
basic end-to-end layout. You might
just have room for a simple station
with one platform and a run-round
loop and, maybe a couple of sidings.
There won't be room for a
traditional fiddle yard to store trains,
so a cassette system or traverser will
be required to avoid the need for
points leading to the sidings. Building
this sort of system can again be
daunting for the beginner.

Usually, ‘O’ gauge is something
that seasoned modellers progress to
as most locomotives, coaches and
wagons need to be built from kits,
although there is an increasing
number of ready-to-run

ttt

o

gauge items
appearing on the

market from the likes of

Bachmann and Heljan, and the
prices are reasonable too. You can
pick up a fully operational
locomotive now for under £300, but
even at these prices you are unlikely
to have a large fleet.

To utilise ‘O’ gauge at its best you
need a big room, like a double
garage, or perhaps a garden. Yes,
you can safely run ‘O’ gauge, and
indeed ‘OQ), in the garden, but the
most popular choice for garden
railways is one called ‘G’ scale.

‘G’ scale is something of a
misnomer really, because although
the track is a constant gauge, the
scale depends upon the size and
type of train that you choose to run
on it. With ‘G’ scale you can run
German outline stock from LGB

which is based on
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Using the same 6ft x 4ft
space in ‘N’ gauge
produces a much busier
layout with greater
operational interest. This
multi-level layout offers a

terminus station and an

intricate continuous circuit.

John Wiffen.

A shelf layout, such as a
terminus station which fits
along one wall of a room,
can make an ideal first
project. This is Addiston
South, built by Paul
Egleton. Chris Nevard.
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A large layout like Kirkby
Stephen West, which
measures 22ft x 10ft, offers
scope for scenic modelling.
This ‘O0’ layout was built
by two members of the
Huddersfield Railway

Madell delled

s and is
on the real Kirkby Stephen
West station on the Settle
& Carlisle line. Mike Wild.
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real life metre gauge trains on the
same track as British outline
standard gauge, so this means that
scales are something quite different.
It starts to get complicated here,
but there are so many permutations
across the scales and gauges, such as
running narrow gauge trains on ‘OO’
track or narrow gauge trains in 4mm
scale which run on ‘OO9’ track —
9mm gauge track — that we’ve added
a separate section to this book all
about the different scales and gauges

there are to choose from.

Baseboards are an essential part of a model railway and

There are also in-between scales
that we haven’t mentioned, such as ‘S’
gauge, but because of the lack of
ready-to-run equipment it has to be
scratch built, which is beyond the
capabilities of most of us, at least for
now. In the garden there are larger
scales still, including Gauge | and on
into what are known as miniature
railways, capable of hauling
passengers, and almost always live
steam. Live steam is generally only
used from ‘G’ Scale upwards, but

there are exceptions and many of you

they need to be strong and rigid for the best running
charateritics. This design is based around the use of two
cupboards to support a large baseboard with a central

operating well — one of many options. John Wiffen.
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will be aware of Hornby’s remarkable

‘OO0’ gauge live steam system where
model locomotives are powered by a
single cylinder hidden beneath the
body feed by a small ‘immersion’
heater located in the tender.
Wonderful stuff and great fun to

operate.

Location, location, location...

So let’s think about it. What space do
you have available? If you do want a
substantial ‘OO’ layout you may have
to consider options outside of the
home. But first, let’s look inside the
home, for undoubtedly this is the best
place for a model railway due to the
consistency of temperature and ease
of access.

A spare bedroom is perfect.
Options here include having a railway
running round the outside wall, either
all the way round in a continuous run
or in part, such as an ‘L shape or end-
to-end. Building a railway around the
edge of the room can make it multi-
functional too, so you can share the
space with another’s hobby too. ‘N’
gauge will allow the use of one side of

the room, even for a continuous run,



allowing easier access to the room
and a clear operating area. If the
room is big enough, you might
consider a layout built in the middle
of the room so you can get around it
easily.

If you haven’t got a spare room
then don’t worry, there are ingenious
ways of concealing a railway in the
guest room, or any other room for
that matter. For example, you can
have one that lowers down from the
ceiling using pulleys or you can have
one which folds up against the wall on
hinges. A portable layout can be
designed to fold away or split into
sections and be stored in a cupboard
or under the bed when not in use.
The permutations are only limited by
your imagination.

Next best after the house itself is
perhaps the garage, but beware of
drafts, the damp, and creepy-
crawlies. The best bet is to empty it
and line it with timber and replace up
and over doors with something more
conventional that will keep drafts at
bay. A good electrical supply will also
be required, as well as good lighting
and you may need to consider
resurfacing the concrete floor. But
converted garages do give a good
deal of space. They can also be used
even when the garage is still required
for the family car; using the
aforementioned fold down or hoist-
from-ceiling methods.

Given the right kind of building, the
loft can make a superb model railway
room. More modern homes have a
criss-cross system of trusses and
beams and aren’t practical for
conversion. But older buildings, and
especially bungalows, have good open
spaces that can be utilised. Lofts are
draughty and need to be in order to
keep air circulating and avoid damp.
However, they are also prone to
extreme temperature changes from
winter to summer. Velux windows
and heating systems can get round
this to some extent, but it can still be
extremely uncomfortable in the
height of the summer and trackwork
can suffer due to expansion in
extreme conditions.

Another disadvantage of using the
loft is the cost involved in converting

it, not to mention clambering up and

down to it. You will need a
professional electrician to add a
power supply and good lighting.

If none of the locations discussed
so far are appropriate then we are
really talking about moving into the
garden. A purpose-built shed is an
option. A substantial shed of |2ft x 8ft
would allow for a decent layout in
either ‘N’ or ‘OQO’. As well as the
initial cost of the structure and
building it yourself, or paying
someone else to build it, you will also
need to insulate it and line it with a
second wall of timber or
plasterboard. The floor will need
extra insulation to stop the cold and
damp from coming through and the
roof will need to be thoroughly
waterproofed and lined. An electrical
supply will also need to be laid from
the house by a qualified electrician.

The main disadvantage though,
apart from venturing out in wet
weather, is security. A garden shed
will always be vulnerable to burglary
however many locks and bolts you
attach to the door.

Other than the shed, there is the
garden, but this is a very different sort
of proposition. Buildings and
structures need to be weatherproof
or portable and intricate trackwork
isn't always suitable. Outdoor layouts
in ‘O0’ are great for watching scale
length trains go by, but there are
operational limitations of a very

different kind and winter running is
almost impossible, although we have
seen ‘G’ Scale layouts operating in the
snow!

No space? Join a club...

For most beginners there is an option
amongst this lot, but if none of these
are for you, there is another
possibility: use someone else’s layout!
Yes, | am being serious. There are
two prime options. First, consider
joining your local model railway club.

Most clubs have at least one layout
in the principal scales under
construction or operational and you
will be welcomed with open arms.
You can gain useful tips from fellow
members and learn new skills on club
nights. You will be able to run your
own locomotives and rolling stock
during club running sessions and
perhaps at exhibitions when the club
layout is invited to attend.

The second option is to team up
with a friend who has more space at
home than you have. Working with
someone else can be good fun and
you can learn to solve problems
together. Furthermore, larger layouts
usually need more than one operator
to get maximum enjoyment and use.

So there are no excuses, whether
you dust off those old Tri-ang Hornby
models from the loft or are about to
start out afresh, hopefully the options
discussed here will inspire you to get
started.
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The scenic section of this
layout is only 3ft x 2ft 6in,
and offers a single platform
station and a small
shunting yard in a compact
space. A pair of 2ft long
cassette fiddle yards
complete the 7ft long
layout. Mike Wild.
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The main scales are ‘N’,
‘00’ and ‘O’ gauge.
These locomotives show a
comparison between the

three. John Wiffen.
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‘O’ gauge/Tmm scale

supported they are.

f all the questions
facing someone
about to start
railway modelling,
perhaps the most fundamental is
that of which scale to choose.
There is a bewildering array of
possibilities and reasons to choose,
or not choose, any one — and that’s
why we’re publishing this guide.
For most of us, it comes down
to a compromise between the
space we have available; as
opposed to the space we'd like to
have! We also have to consider
whether our chosen prototypes are
available in that scale, what it is we
want to model, affordability, and
our own modelling skills. For
example, we might want to fit an

‘00’ gauge/4mm scale

Gauging the right scale

Choosing the best scale to model in can be a tricky decision.
ANDREW RODEN explains the popular scales, and how well

‘O’ gauge, 7mm scale, main line in
a box room and run |15-coach
expresses, but practical
considerations of space and price
mean, in that case, a smaller scale
would be better.

It’s worth clarifying scales and
gauges briefly. Many modelling
magazines, Hornby Magazine
included, use them interchangeably
when talking about models. For the
most part, this makes no difference
as when something already built is
being discussed, there’s little scope
for confusion. However, when
we’re talking about the range of
different scales, it can make a huge
difference. ‘Scale’ is the ratio of the
model to real life, usually expressed
in millimetres to the foot or as a
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proportion. ‘Gauge’ is the distance
between the rails, and can be
independent of the scale. Standard
Gauge is 4ft 8'4in in the real world,
and many scales reflect this.
However, not all model standard
gauge accurately, and when it
comes to modelling narrow gauge
railways, such as those in Wales,

a completely different track gauge
is used instead. For our purposes,
titles such as ‘N’ or ‘OO’ scales
refer to the popular names for
those combinations of scale and
gauge.

There’s no right or wrong in
railway modelling, so if you're still
deciding which scale to model in,
here’s our guide to the various
scales and gauges.



‘N’ gauge/2mm scale

7
Scale: 1.38mm: Ift

Gauge: 6.5mm

Notes: The smallest mass-produced
scale, ‘Z’ offers the potential to build
truly tiny layouts crammed with
detail. For British modellers it is
something of an irrelevance as few
UK-outline models have been
produced, but if space is at an
absolute minimum, continental
models are available, although at a

price.

N
Scale: 2mm: Ift

Gauge: 9mm

Notes: After many years as the poor
relation to larger-scale models,
recent releases in ‘N’ are finally
showing the potential of this scale.
There is a wide and growing range of
British models, mainly produced by
Bachmann under the Graham Farish
banner, and Dapol. A comprehensive
range of track and scenic products is
available including ready-made
buildings from Bachmann’s Scenecraft

and Hornby’s Lyddle End range, and
the small size of the models means a
miniature main line is a genuine
possibility even in comparatively small
rooms.

‘TT’ (also known as 3mm)
Scale: 3mm: Ift

Gauge: 12mm

Notes: First popularised by Triang

in the 1960s under the ‘TT’

(or ‘table top’) banner, ‘TT’ has
long been viewed as an ideal
compromise between the small-
size of ‘N’ and the more detailed,
but larger ‘OO’ models. Despite
its seeming advantages, it remains
a minority scale with few if any
ready-to-run models. Kits are
available of a fair range of
prototypes, and there is healthy
support in the shape of the 3mm
Society.

‘HO’
Scale: 3.5mm: Ift

Gauge: 16.5mm

Notes: The first popular miniature
scale, ‘HO’ is by far the world’s
most popular, and is exactly half
the scale of ‘O’. A huge amount of
track and scenic products is
available from a massive number
of manufacturers, but very few
British models have been
produced, thanks to the
dominance of ‘OO’ and the limited
possibilities of operating British
models alongside their continental

counterparts.

‘00’
Scale: 4mm: Ift

Gauge: 16.5mm

Notes: The most popular British
scale, ‘OQ’ started out as a
compromise before the Second
World War as it wasn't felt possible
to motorise British outline models in
3.5mm: Ift ‘HO’ scale due to the
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Narrow gauge modelling

has a charm all of its own.

This ‘O0-9’ layout,
Ditton Heath built by
John Thorne, shows just
how much can be
achieved with creativity
and an open mind.

Chris Nevard.
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smaller size British prototypes. The

‘00’ gauge is
undoubtedly the most result is that the track gauge — exactly
popular, particularly as it the same as ‘HO’ — is incorrect, and
has the largest support looks it. Nonetheless, there are
from ready-to-run ready-to-run models and kits of
manufacturers. This is many prototypes — locomotives,
Hinton Parva, built by the carriages, and wagons — and excellent
High Wycombe and support from the manufacturers.
District Model Railway Accurate models of real locations can
Society. Chris Nevard. take a huge amount of space, but
Other scales

There are other scales that attract modellers. To begin with,
there are finescale equivalents of ‘N’ (2mm finescale) and
‘OO’ (Protofour, sometimes known as ‘P4’). Both of these
scales are built to extreme levels of accuracy, with track and
rolling stock almost invariably having to be built from kits or
from scratch. Some fabulous models in both scales have been
built, but the attention to detail demanded of them means
they tend to be for the most dedicated modellers.

Other niche scales include ‘S’ (4.76mm: |ft with 22.2mm
track gauge), and in narrow gauge, ‘G’, which uses 45mm
gauge track, but whose scale is entirely up to the modeller!
In this latter scale, most scratchbuild, often with the aim of
running live steam locomotives, but there are also a number
of ready-to-run models for this scale including LGB and
Bachmann Aristocraft products. There are others still,
including finescale and ‘coarse’ variants of ‘O’ and Gauge |,
and if you’re prepared to build your own track, a myriad of

narrow gauges. The choice is yours...
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most homes have the space for a
decent ‘OO’ scale layout.

EM
Scale: 4mm: Ift

Gauge: 18mm

Notes: ‘EM’ uses ‘OO’ models
re-gauged to a more accurate track
gauge of 18mm, and the track work
looks far better than the extra

| .5mm between the rails might
initially suggest. Re-wheeling
carriages and wagons is fairly easy,
but locomotives, particularly steam,
can be daunting. However, for those
with the time and patience, a good
layout is perfectly possible. Flexible
track can be bought, but points and
other trackwork will need to be
built from scratch. Support is
provided by the EM Gauge Society.

‘0’
Scale: 7mm: Ift

Gauge: 32mm

Notes: The first railway models
available to the masses, the heyday
of ‘O’ was arguably between the
wars, when there was little
alternative. Since then the scale has
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waned in popularity, despite the
presence and detail of current
models. Space and affordability are
the two main deterring factors for
many, though some excellent ‘O’
scale models have been built in very
small spaces. Many find building kits
and scenery easier in ‘O’ because of
the larger scale, and there is a good
range of track and kits available, as
well as some ready-to-run models
including more recently those from
Bachmann Brassworks, Heljan and a
handful of specialist builders. Live
steam models provide a chance to
drive real engines, and the scale is
particularly suited for gardens. The
Gauge O Guild has over 5,500
members.

‘Gauge I’

Scale: 10mm: Ift

Gauge: 45mm

Notes: Another large scale, ‘Gauge
I” is about the largest practical for
most. At this end of the spectrum,
models are really big and heavy, and
with price tags to match. Battery
and electric power supplies are all
used, but for many ‘Gauge I’



modellers, the possibility of running
real steam is a major attraction.
Many locomotives are powered by
gas or liquid fuel, but some burn
coal. If you have the space and
money, a ‘Gauge |’ layout is as close
to a |2in: |ft prototype in the back
garden as you'll ever get!

Narrow Gauges

There are lots of narrow gauge
railways around the world and in
Britain, and by using a smaller track
gauge than the standard gauge
equivalent in a given scale, narrow
gauge layouts are fairly
straightforward to build, and often
have a lot of character that main
line railways could never match.
Many choose to invent their own
railways rather than follow a
prototype, giving full vent to a
modeller’s creativity. Here is a brief
round-up of some of the
possibilities.

‘N-6.5’

Scale: 2mm: Ift

Gauge: 6.5mm (‘Z’ gauge)
Notes: Using ‘Z’ track with ‘N’
scale models, ‘N-6.5 offers a scale
gauge of 3ft 3ins between the rails —
roughly equivalent to metre gauge
in real terms. At this size, modelling
the Isle of Man railways wouldn’t be
an unreasonable compromise, and
nor would the 3ft gauge Southwold
Railway.

‘00-9

Scale: 4mm: Ift

Gauge: 9mm (‘N’ gauge)

Notes: One of the most popular
narrow gauge scales, ‘00-9’
equates to a gauge of 2ft 3in,
making it ideal for models of many
British narrow gauge railways,
including the Talyllyn and Corris
(which are spot-on gauge-wise),
Welshpool & Llanfair, and with small
compromises for gauge, the
Ffestiniog, Welsh Highland, Vale of
Rheidol, and Lynton & Barnstaple
railways. ‘OO-9’ effectively uses ‘N’
gauge track with ‘OO’ scale models
and, like ‘OQ’, is modelled to 4mm
scale. A good range of track and
components is available, and while

most rolling stock is in kit form,

many of the locomotives use

standard ‘N’ gauge chassis, making

that most difficult of tasks easier.
The wide range of 4mm scale
scenic components and buildings
makes a layout very feasible.

‘0-16.5

Scale: 7mm: Ift

Gauge: 16.5mm

Notes: With a similar range of

possibilities to ‘O0-9’ as far as
prototypes is concerned, perhaps
the main attraction of ‘O-16.5" is
that it allows 7mm: Ift models to
be used in much smaller spaces
than their standard gauge
equivalents.

Use of ‘OQ’ scale chassis makes
locomotives fairly straightforward,
while the large scale means that a
vast amount of detail can be
included on layouts.
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‘N’ gauge is becoming
popular again now that
Bachmann and Dapol are
producing high quality
ready-to-run locomotives
and rolling stock. This is
Oxbury Town, built by
Carl Woodwards, and
shows just how much can
be compacted into a
relatively small space

in ‘N’. Mike Wild.
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ewport & Baconsthorpe

A small lottery win gave Alistair Durham the opportunity to recreate a
small slice of the North West in the transition period of the 1960s.

His layout came second in Hornby Magazine’s first layout of the year
competition so we revisit this now dismantled layout.

Photography, Mike Wild.
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2 As well as ready-to-

run stock, Alistair has also
acquired kit built
locomotives to add greater
variety to the locomotive
fleet. Typically Scottish
allocated machines, a
Clayton Type | Bo-Bo
diesel has headed south to
the North West and hauls
a freight train along the
lower main lines. Newport

station can be seen behind.

Previous page:

Newport and Baconsthorpe
captures the essence of the
1960s in ‘OO0’ gauge with
dirty locomotives and a
mixture of coaching stock
liveries. BR ‘Britannia’
70049 Solway Firth, a
weathered Hornby model,
enters the lower main line
scenic section with a

passenger working.
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he North West of

England is a popular

choice for modellers,

and none less so than
Alistair Durham. His layout,
Newport and Baconsthorpe, is
firmly set in the transition period of
the 1960s when steam was giving
way to diesel traction in the North
West and features both a low-level
continuous run main line and an
upper level branch line which runs
from ‘Newport’ to ‘Baconsthorpe’
— the truncated terminus of the
fictitious branch line.

Alistair takes up the story: “The
railway bug first bit me when | was
very young, probably in the early
1960s. We lived alongside the
Coventry to London main line and
through the 1960s | witnessed the
disappearing steam scene,
dieselisation and electrification. Add
to this my Scottish auntie and uncle
living close to the East Coast
mainline near Dundee and, well, the
rest is understandable history.”

Like so many, Alistair had held
onto his dream to build a model

railway, but several factors held him
back. Firstly he couldn’t decide
where to base the layout on and, in
his own words: “Certain tasks also
scared me off, like electrics and the
time required.”

Around 10 years ago, Alistair
took the plunge after a small lottery
win, not enough to retire on, but
enough to pursue his layout plan,
came his way and contacted Mike
Thornhill of Kenwater Railways.

Planning permission granted
“The household authorities granted
me planning permission and
approved the budget and we were
all set,” Allistair added. “The layout
was to be located in the rear
bedroom and loosely based on
somewhere near the coast in North
West England, with interlopers from
other regions to the local football
ground and docks.”

Despite being allocated a spare
bedroom, space was still at a
premium. In total the room offered
10ft 8in x 9ft 10in, which meant
that a main line station wouldn't fit
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especially considering that long
trains would be needed to create
the right illusion. One of the aims
was to create a layout where he
could enjoy passing trains as well as
shunting and general railway
operation. The result was to
develop a two-level layout which
offers a continuous circuit on the
lower connected to hidden storage
loops so that trains can be changed
over easily and a branchline running
on a higher level. However, the
fiddle yard hasn’t proved to be the
greatest design, but it works and
trains have run from it for several
years.

To get the project off the ground,
Alistair turned to Mike Thornhill for
assistance with the baseboards.
Mike’s services were also used to
lay the track and install the wiring
“The layout is what | describe as
‘analogue’ in so far as | have yet to
go digital,” Alistair said. “There are
two operating panels, low level
main lines and high level branch.
These are hard-wired and points
are operated by Peco motors via a



pencil probe. Track cleaning is via
Relco units. The whole operation is
very robust and testament to Mike’s
skills: it has rarely, if ever, broken
down aside from the odd failed
point.”

While the track work and
electrics were tackled by Mike,
Alistair concentrated his efforts
on the scenic side of the layout.
Commenting on the scenery Alistair
said: “My contribution came with
structures, scenery and endless
painting of rails in rust colour!
| have to say that | am really quite
proud of the finished scenics, a first
attempt at that and a lot of trial
and error.”

Fictional location

Like so many model railways,
Newport and Baconsthorpe aren’t
based on real locations at all. The
track plan, town, village, and even
the football ground, are entirely
fictional, but to confuse matters,
there is a real village called
Baconsthorpe in Norfolk.

The lower level main lines,
double track with additional
junctions, disappear into a tunnel
complex serving Newport Central
after passing the large stand of
Newport Town Football Club. The
branch to Baconsthorpe is served
by the ex-LNER station at Newport
Quay — a simple affair which
requires a shunt release locomotive
as there is no run-round loop.
Completing the fictional tale, Alistair
adds: “During the war, a connection
was squeezed in from the
approach/exit of Newport Quay to
the ex-LMS mainlines. This was to
facilitate moving ammunition to
nearby army and RAF bases, the
latter still being in use at
Baconsthorpe.”

As for time period, Newport and
Baconsthorpe is firmly set in the
1960s, the period which inspired
Alistair and the trains are hauled by
steam locomotives in dirty, grimy
condition alongside newer diesels.
A good touch, depending how you
look at it, is the row of withdrawn
steam locomotives stored in a siding
awaiting their fate at a breakers

www.hornbymagazine.com

.3 The boiler house
captures the dereliction of
the 1960s as a Stanier
‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 - a
Hornby model - passes

with a goods train.

4 Steam is a rare
visitor to the Baconsthorpe
branch now that DMUs
have been introduced.

An Ivatt 2MT’ 2-6-2T runs
round its train before

returning to Newport.
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ewport Quay is

‘more modern station building, as

ir says: “Newport Quay and

s were bombed in the Second

Id Wa he station building
Wi i 'very basically in the
1950s with a single storey
replacement. In the fictional model
world, plans are afoot to close
Newport Quay, and all serv
be diverted into Newport Ce
By the late 1960s only a DMU
service survives along with some
freight, principally to RAF/MOD
Baconsthorpe.”

Motive power and services
Representing the North West in the

el » - e ; i = 1960s means that Alistair has
([Pt TTREE TR

of withdrawn steam assembled a fleet of ex-LMS and BR
locomotives dominating the e T o : steam locomotives, plus a selection
background, a Hornby ; ; : o 3 e o z - of early diesel classes. Alistair takes
‘Black Five’ rumbles along : ad . — . - TS up the story: “Traffic on the ex-LMS
the main lines with a freight. P o : ; TR lines is hauled by BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0s,
Soon it will be replaced by o ; ' ex-LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0s, and ‘8F’
diesel traction too. SR = SRR 2-8-0s along with the occasional BR




s ‘Pacific’ or ex-LMS
sel classes vary from

‘A Yinty’ o
shunting duties althougl e
set to replace all shunting duties in
late 1966. The branch line is
virtually dieselised with Type 2s and
DMUs, although occasional Ivatt
2-6-2T supplements when required
or replace those failed diesels. The
local football team is in the old
Division 2 and as such match days
have seen ‘Warship’ diesels, English

Electric Type 3s, a ‘Hall’ and even a
Blue Pullman set turn up at

Newport Central! Local spotters
have also noted an ex-LNER ‘BI’
4-6-0, ‘WD’ 2-8-0 and an ex-LNER 4 '
‘K3’ visiting the docks with inter- g It . ‘ . i : : : ¢ | pauses outside the

regional freights.” Z s o / $3ia s terraced houses as a

The majority of the fleet is : : : i 2 Fowler ‘Crab’ 2-6-0 passes
weathered, but rather than risk ! "l e : - = S by in the background.
adding dirt and grime himself, =y | YV === X5 2 A Newport Football Club’s
Alistair has acquired several Zi% . ' S stand dominates the
professionally weathered i & . skyline.
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9 The branch line to
Baconsthorpe is now
dominated by diesel
traction, although steam
does appear from time-to-
time. A BR Sulzer Type 2
tackles the gradient from
Newport on the branch to

Baconsthorpe.

IO The goods shed
alongside the main line is
kept busy with parcels and
goods changing transport

modes.
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locomotives from Ebay. Alistair
commented: “All have run well and
the weathering is generally
excellent. Other factory-weathered
locomotives have had weathering
and detailing increased by myself.
Really it is simply a matter of time
and the fact that | really want to
enjoy the hobby in that time.

“Passenger rolling stock is a
combination of all regions: ex-LMS,
LNER and Southern with Mk |
coaches and the occasional early
Mk 2, some being in the new

corporate blue and grey colour
scheme rather than British Railways
maroon. | remember stock really
being a hotchpotch in the ‘60s and
it was reasonably common to see
maroon, blue and grey and green all
mixed up. Indeed | saw Southern
green coaches in Dundee regularly,
presumably on cross-country
workings. One can often see each
period modelled, but rarely that
blue/grey transition era.

“Freights consist of much coal
and general goods traffic to the
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docks or transferring for the docks.
This is an element | would also like
to expand on given the chance, by
increasing the sidings and shunting
movements.

The Future

Alistair hasn’t stopped working on
Newport and Baconsthorpe just
yet though, and many will argue
that no layout is ever complete.
There is always another
locomotive, a building, a road
vehicle or some other detail which
could, or sometimes should be
added.

However, circumstances have
now changed for the layout. “By
the time you read this, Newport
and Baconsthorpe will be no more
as we will have moved to a new
house just outside Evesham. The
layout has been built in sections
and has been dismantled and
stored securely in the loft. | will be
ensuring that the whole layout is
removed by myself and not the
removals men — | know who to
blame then if things go wrong!



“Sadly the bad news is that the
new bungalow only has two
bedrooms, but the good news is
that it has a 40ft loft and a 33ft
garage. | will rebuild, and | am
hoping to salvage the branch and
sections of the main line and of
course the storage trackwork and

most scenics and structures. If all

goes as planned, this will be
incorporated into a much longer
layout, as | have always wanted to
run near prototypical train lengths.

“Sometime in the future | will be
able to relate to you all the
nightmare of moving house and
expanding the layout: wish me
luck!”

Newport and Baconsthorpe Track Diagram
Each square represents | square foot. Not to scale
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Newport and Baconsthorpe statistics

Owner:

Scale:
Track:
Length:
Width:
Period:

Builders:

Alistair Durham

Alistair Durham and Mike Thornhill
‘0O’

Peco Code 75

10ft 8in

9ft 10in

1960s BR, North West

www.hornbymagazine.com

HHHH

'!”ryy

Cottages

Barnhill halt

Goods shed

Derelict factory
Entrance to goods depot
Newport station
Platform

Station box

Marsh
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Hornby Magazine's
Top Ten trackplans

Layout planning is a complex subject which takes a lot of thought and
preparation. Drawing on the high quality project ideas from Anthony
New'’s series of layout plan articles, Hornby Magazine Editor MIKE WILD
picks 10 of the best and highlights their potential.

WERTRTP_LTET,

at do you do

when you’ve got

a blank canvas

for a model
railway? You might already have
built your baseboards or set
aside a dedicated room. It could
be large, it could be small, but
whichever it is, there is always a
solution to fitting in a model
railway.

Anthony New’s
series of layout plan

articles offer a lot of inspiration
and ideas, particularly if you are
planning a new project. While
everyone has different ideas and
tastes when it comes to building a
layout, we all have one ‘want’ in
common — the desire to ‘play’
trains.

One of the beauties of today’s
ready-to-run ranges is the large
number of express engines which
are available, not least for the
former Great Western Railway
routes from London Paddington to
the west. One station which saw
both express, stopping and local
passenger as well as a mixture of
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goods traffic is

Truro in Cornwall. The

station is located close to the
junction for the Falmouth branch
and remains open today, albeit in a
much more limited capacity.

This plan for Truro, Plan I,
makes use of a reverse loop
around one end of the layout
which can be connected either
with a further fiddle yard or a
second scenic area at point X,
perhaps based on the coastal
section at Dawlish with a second
reverse loop and further storage
roads hidden behind the cliff face.

This plans started out as a
station scene, but after pondering
how to make the tunnel entry look
realistic, Anthony remembered
Truro and the plan grew a good-
sized locomotive shed, platforms
and even a couple of carriage
sidings behind. Although the
sidings are compressed quite
heavily the scene should be



Plan | - Truro Station
Each square represents | foot.

Key

| Semi-detached houses
2 Turntable

3 Engine Sheds

capable of standing scrutiny as
Truro and there are plenty of
photographs available in books to
work from if you choose to model
this wonderful GWR station
yourself. Popular views of the shed
area show the sheer cliffs behind —
an excellent cover for the reverse
loop to disappear behind.

There is just about room for a
Churchward-style coal stage too,
which is seldom modelled
properly. The plan is shown as

Plan 2

2ft 10in

NOoO U1

Storage loops
behind backscene

Coal drop

Signal Box 9
Ash 10
Water towers I

| It long, which suits a room of
I 1t x 8ft.

Multi-level layouts
We aren’t all blessed with a large
room to build a layout — some of
us have to squeeze our projects in
around family life. However, it
doesn’t mean we have to resort to
a straightforward small flat
baseboard.

One of the greatest limitations
of a small flat baseboard, is that it

|}
1
.
1
.
.

Footbridges
Station building
Cliff backscene
Platforms

looks like a small flat baseboard.
The simplest way to solve this is
not to make it flat! In Plan 2 the
layout design makes the most of a
split level situation with a ‘main’
running line positioned on a high
level raised section around the
outer edges of the baseboard. In
order to use second radius curves
to accommodate the latest ready-
to-run locomotives, the high-level
track is out-rigged as shown in the
sketch. As the layout is still only

Key

| Grassy hill

2 Platform

3 Signalbox

4 Hidden sidings
5 Warehouse

6 Road

6ft 6in

Rocky wall

7
8 Yard
9 Crane

10 Dockside

Il Barge

12 Dock water
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33in wide at the corners it is just

about practical to store under a bed.

Using set track curved points it
is just possible to make a platform
loop which will accommodate a
second train, and if the layout was
set in current times the station
could easily be on a singled main
line somewhere with one, two, or
four-car DMUs on it, or you could
run a short HST set, something
that has happened from time-to-
time. The sketch shows how the
whole thing can be constructed.

To add operating interest a
dockside has been included inside
the layout. There are hidden
sidings under the high-level station
which act as the rest of the world
and it is quite realistic to separate
the passenger and freight activities
this way as they would, in reality,
be combined somewhere more
distant and off-stage. A variety of
tall warehouses hide the high-level
tracks and add visual interest.

Double track in ‘N’
When you have only a limited
space horizontally you can get

more freedom in the third

Each square represents | square foot. Not to scale

Plan 3

Key

| Factory

2 Turntable

B Coal Staithes
4 Engine shed
5 Oil tanks

dimension (upwards) as well, and
if you use it well it can be
extremely effective at disguising
the small size of a baseboard.

Plan 3 shows just how much
main-line activity can be packed
into a small space in ‘N’ gauge —
track and trains that are half the
size of ‘OQ’. The layout is heavily
biased towards passenger
operation and is designed for the
operator who loves to collect
main-line locomotives and
coaches. The track plan is in fact a
fairly basic double-track out-and-
back layout in which the reverse
loop (which represents the rest of
the world) has been placed in the
centre of the baseboard and
turned into a busy city station to
make the most of all the trains
that will be stored there.

The low-level station will hold at
least four long trains and several
DMUs, and the high-level station
will hold another two or three as
well, though more could be added
with a few more inches on each
side. The low-level station is
designed to be very simple to

operate — in fact it is really just a

6 Terraced houses

7 Road

8 Low-level platforms

9 High-level platforms

0  Station Buildings

| Removable town scene over running lines
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way of disguising the storage of
several trains without actually
hiding them from view, and the
high-level terminus is intended to
provide the majority of the
operating interest. There is room
for a good-sized locomotive shed
near the terminus which should
house the rest of the locomotive
stud, and this can easily be
modified to suit steam or diesel
periods.

It would not be difficult to add a
low-level junction to give a
continuous run, but | have
deliberately avoided this to force
realistic operation and show how
even a small layout can be
operated prototypically without
need for a dedicated fiddle-yard.
Construction is straightforward,
though | have suggested a
removable board on the right-
hand edge of the baseboard which
houses a complete town scene and
can be lifted off for access to the
tracks underneath.

If I was building this layout
| would probably set it around
1961 so | could run steam engines
and green diesels, but it could
easily be set in more recent times
with HSTs and steam train
charters. Of course in a layout
designed primarily for operation
like this one, you don’t actually
have to pick a date at all — you can
run whatever you feel like on the
day. But if you want the greatest
realism you have to appreciate
that a lots of things changed over
forty years, including cars, road
signs, and building techniques.

Bristol basis

A station doesn’t just have to be
part of the scenic area, it can also
be turned into a storage area
allowing a layout to be wrapped
around four sides of a room,
making the most of the available
space.

Plan 4 is inspired by Bristol
Temple Meads, but is by no means
an absolute replica of this
tremendous, and imposing, station.
The track plan uses scenic
elements from the site including



Bath Road girder bridge and the
idea of a large overall trainshed
roof with the platforms curved at
one end — although Bristol’s
platforms are curved virtually
throughout their length. These
components have been arranged
differently in the plan to give it a
feeling of familiarity, but also
novelty.

Many people, | suspect, would
automatically put a large station on
the longest baseboard but this has
been avoided to allow a long main
line to run along the full length of
the ‘back’ wall instead. As for
operation, trains can terminate in
the through platforms to avoid the
need for reverse loops and, as this
forces a change of locomotive, it a
realistic movement.

The locomotive shed in is
intended to be added at a later
date as the layout grows, and |
think it is very important on a
home layout to allow room for it
to grow like this. The shed can
hold a lot of locomotives and

being an inch or so higher than the

Plan 4

main line the new baseboard can
be simply screwed on top of the
old one with a slope for
locomotive access. If you choose
to build this layout with diesel
locomotives, rather than steam,
the turntable could be replaced
with a ‘new’ shed and oil-storage
tanks or maybe a washing plant.
Goods facilities are limited so
the layout as drawn will suit fans
of passenger trains best, though
there is scope for parcel trains in
both directions if the far terminal
road is kept for parcels and
arriving trains are reversed into it.
But you could also model Pyle Hill
goods depot (or indeed some
private industry) in the space
between Bath Road and the

locomotive depot if you want.

Double circuits

When planning a layout one of the
key things to consider is what your
layout is for. Some modellers like
to operate a station and don’t care
if the trains immediately disappear

into a tunnel or fiddle yard. Some

Each square represents | square foot. Not to scale
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love to create a single beautiful
railway scene through which a
succession of trains pass from
some hidden storage loops.

If you like to know where the
train goes, then Plan 5 could be
for you. It doubles the length of
the continuous run by allowing
trains to run twice around the
room before finishing their
journey.

The folded figure-of-eight is a
very flexible layout idea and in this
plan it is inspired by the steeply
graded, and well-known, Lickey
Incline. The station is based on
Bromsgrove and although it has
been altered heavily to fit the
space available it still provides
facilities for banking — where extra
locomotives were attached to the
rear of heavy trains to assist on
the steep gradient - which are
usable on the model.

If you are building this layout
note that only the goods sidings
are flat, though they weren’t on
the prototype! Everything else is
on a gradient: 1-in-100 through
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Key

| Office

2 Bath Road
3 Signalbox

4 Goods shed

5  Station building
6 Platforms

7 Town scene

8  Coal drop

LA

Turntable
10 Engine shed
Il Road
12 Window
13 Door

www.hornbymagazine.com

39



40

the station and storage loops,
1-in-48 elsewhere. The real Lickey
bank rose at a gradient of 1-in-37,
but | wouldn’t recommend copying
this unless you are prepared to
bank almost every train — this
gradient being simply too steep for
standard out-of-the-box
locomotives, at least with a
descent length train. A backscene
is used to hide the storage loops,
but they could be covered by a
removable scenic baseboard if
preferred.

In LMS and BR days pairs of
‘Jinty’ 0-6-0Ts provided most of
the banking though various other
locomotives were also tried
including ex-GWR pannier tanks,
BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0s and the unique
‘Decapod’ 0-10-0 58100 ‘Big
Bertha’ which was built specifically
for the Lickey Incline. Banking
engines used to wait in the central

Plan 5 - The Lickey Incline

loops at top and bottom of the
incline, but in latter days the one
at Bromsgrove was used as a
down fast line and the siding at
the other end of the station was
used for bankers. Useful
information including track plans
and photographs of the real
stations at Bromsgrove and
Blackwell can be found in An
Historical Survey of Selected LMS
Stations Vol.2 by Preston and
Powell Hendry.

Modelling the real railway

Plan 6 is designed to capture a real
railway location in its entirety with
little compromise. It could easily
occupy at least two operators at
any one time with the main lines
and goods operated
independently. Plan 6 is based on
the usual practice of choosing a

section of a railway route and

Each square represents | square foot. Not to scale

turning it into model. The famous
Somerset and Dorset Railway from
Bath Green Park to Evercreech
Junction and Bournemouth has
always held great fascination for
modellers, not least because of the
varied locomotives and rolling
stock which traversed this truly
cross country route.

The plan is based around the
section between Shepton Mallet
and Masbury tunnels. As the
viaducts of the S&D are so
memorable, it is nice to be able to
include two of them — Bath Road
and Charlton viaducts. To do this
Shepton Mallet station has been
shortened to fit within an

I Ift x 8ft room, although you
might prefer to miss out one of
the viaducts and extend the station
to nearer its true length.

However, the curvature of the
line fits the room quite well with

mnu“//j[
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Road

Yard
Embankment
Station building

Signalbox
Hotel
Coal/ash pit
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8 Viaduct

9 High level bridge
10 Low level bridge

I Backscene

12 ‘Lickey Incline’

13 Cutting
14 Houses
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Plan 6 - Shepton Mallet

Each square represents | square foot. Not to scale
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Key

| Stone quarry

2 Staion building

3 Goods shed

4 Road

5 Charlton viaduct
6 Farm

only a little exaggeration and the
result is quite pleasing to the eye.
The plan could be expanded and
straightened a little to suit a club
layout and would certainly keep
several people busy building it.

Masterpiece

Leeds offers a wonderful
complexity of railway lines which
grew out of the 19th century
railway boom. The area around
Leeds had stations built by the
Great Eastern, North Eastern,
Lancashire & Yorkshire (LYR),
London & North-Western (LNWR),
and Midland Railways as well as
goods depots (some of them
jointly).

The centrepiece of this was
arguably Leeds Central which
disappeared at the end of steam,
although it did see English Electric
‘Deltics’ in regular service just
before closure. Fortunately the

East Som;met GWR
Line

Storage Loops

Lane
Town (flat land)
Hinged bridge
10 Signalbox
Il Bath Road
12 Bath Road viaduct

O O N

prototype itself was extremely
cramped, due to its city centre
location, and would no doubt have
been rebuilt after the war if plans
had not been afoot to rebuild the
‘new’ station to the South.

Many long-distance passenger
trains, including a few named ones
such as the ‘Yorkshire Pullmar’,
visited Leeds en route, reversing
direction with a new locomotive on
the other end, so the layout design
allows this to be modelled. Don'’t
forget there were many local
passenger trains for every long-
distance express and local
passenger trains can be run via
Holbeck High Level station on the
Bradford and Huddersfield line, and
via Gerrard Junction on the lines to
Harrogate and York.

However, with a little
compression, and accepting that
compromises will have to be made,
Leeds Central can be fitted into an

| 1t x 8ft room and Plan 7 is the
result.

In this space there is insufficient
room for the gradients of the
prototype, and the main lines form
a simple out-and-back run through
a single set of storage loops.
Although this has some drawbacks
it does allow a decent scenic run
and is much easier to operate
single-handed. The station is hardly
changed, except for compression,
but the high and low-level goods
depots have been merged;
Northbound goods trains can arrive
in the station and be shunted down
to the low-level goods depot.

Of course one difference
between a garage space and a
normal room is the position of the
door. In Plan 7 | have suggested
that the reverse loop hinges up to
the end wall, the opposite to the
usual arrangement. If this is non-
scenic it can fold flat to the wall and

www.hornbymagazine.com
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occupy little
space. This allows
normal access to the room

when operation is not underway.

Weymouth Harbour Tramway
A rail served dock or harbour can

make a great scenic model and the

Plan 7 - Leeds Central

Each square represents one square foot. Not to scale
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| Signalbox 4 Retaining wall 7
2 Yard 5 River 8
3 Goods shed 6 Engine shed &)

Weymouth

Harbour
Tramway is offers
great potential with
its sharp curves,
although there are a few
snags to be accepted and
overcome.
The line, although short in
railway terms, is actually quite long
for a model. This means that it is
difficult to fit all of it in a room and
still leave somewhere for the
trains to go afterward! On the
other hand the line is naturally
curved — very sharply, in fact, so it
is unusually well-suited to being
curved around a small room,

except that the line naturally faces

g

Turntable
Back scene
Hinges
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outward rather than inward, so if
it goes around the walls you don’t
get as good a view as you would
hope for.

It is one thing to model
Weymouth'’s harbour tramway, but
it is more difficult to model the
complete setting including the main
line station, and this will add
greater operational interest to a
layout based on this prototype. For
most of its life until Bo-Bo diesels
came along in the 1960s, the
extreme curvature of the harbour
tramway line meant it never
permitted express engines on its
metals — they were all taken off at
the town station and replaced by
shunting locomotives such as
short-wheelbase ex-GWR ‘1366’
0-6-OPTs. Due to the sharp curves
the coaches were even uncoupled
and special longer couplings added
between vehicle, though this won’t
be a problem for our models!

But this does mean that after all
the effort of building a layout you

can never operate any of your
main line locomotives on your
layout which is not ideal if (like me)
you have accumulated a lot of
them! If you want to run these as
well then you will need to model
the town station, and Plan 8 shows
one way of doing this. Here the
room needs to be 9ft x 12ft.
Weymouth town station, at its
peak, was a very large station and
the track plan has been
compressed heavily to fit in a
9ft x 12ft room. The result is little
cramped, but it could be opened
out if a garage size room, say |6ft
x 8ft, was available. As the station
was the effective terminus for
many long-distance trains it is
worthwhile modelling even in the
space shown — photographs show
both Flying Scotsman and Sir Nigel
Gresley there in the 1960s in
addition to the usual ex-SR ‘Pacific’
and GWR 4-6-0 express
locomotives which were the daily

bread and butter of passenger

Plan 8 - Weymouth Harbour Tramway

Each square represents one square foot. Not to scale

| Platform

2 Station building
3 Dockside wall
4  Large cranes
5  Ships

6  Sailing ship

7  Cargo stage
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10 Boat yard and boats
Il Backscene

12 Warehouses
13 Public house

operation. Of course, BR diesels
would have run there as well, the
BRCW Type 3 (later Class 33)
being a prime example.

A short spur to a hidden siding
represents the Portland branch
and would be run with a DMU or
auto-coach. Some of the sidings at
the station have been included,
but those familiar with the station
will note the locomotive depot is
missing. This is not simply due to a
lack of space, but because of the
way the fiddle yard needs to
operate. A main line train which
leaves the station enters the fiddle
yard, and the locomotive runs to
an isolating section at the end of
the siding and stops, preferably
over a long uncoupling ramp. But
how do we get a new engine on
the other end without hand-
shunting?

Simple. A locomotive that has
previously arrived at the station
departs for the locomotive depot
which is also off-scene, and in

14 Town bridge and road
Fishing boats

16 Signalbox

17 Jubilee sidings

18 Lifting bridge

19 Fiddleyard
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reality backs onto the train waiting
in the fiddle yard. Some later time,
when the train has left the fiddle
yard and arrived at the station, the
locomotive can be released from
the isolating section. It leaves the
unseen depot and backs out to the
station. So you can see that adding
a proper engine shed and
turntable at the station makes this
sleight-of-hand impossible unless
another turntable is put on the
fiddle yard, which needs more
space again and somebody to
operate it.

By the seaside

For many of us our first and most
nostalgic memories of railway travel
were on day-excursions to the
seaside or journeys for an annual
summer holiday in the South-West
of England.

After the Second World War it
took a few years for rationing to
end and prosperity to begin, but by
the 1950s almost everybody
fancied following the invitation of
the poster-painters to head south —
because, as the Southern Railway
so memorably put it, “summer
comes earlier in the south.”

Idyllic paintings of St. Ives,
Penzance, and Padstow drew our

families to the seaside and the train

journeys, as private cars were still
scarce before 1960, made the
journey all the more thrilling. So
what more natural choice is there
for a railway modeller than a
seaside station?

The seaside station has a lot of
practical benefits for the modeller —
many of them were compact
termini so they don’t have to take
up too much space, and yet
received a wide range of main line
locomotives too.

A favourite location in the South
West was Kingswear, in South
Devon. This was one of the few
main line termini to be single-track
and yet it not only saw express
steam locomotives in the 1950s,
but still does today thanks to its use
as a preserved railway and its
continued connection to the
national network at Paignton.

Plan 9 shows how Kingswear
might be turned into a layout in a
moderately large room, although it
will need a fiddle yard adding
beyond the tunnel to accept and
dispatch trains. The track plan is as
accurate as possible for the period
from about 1930, when the re-
modelling and extending of the
platform was finished, to 1967
when the carriage sidings were

removed.

Plan 9 — Kingswear (GWR) 1932-1967

Although compressed a little in
length, the station is close to scale
in width and the platforms will hold
six or seven-coach trains. In a
smaller space | would paint the
roadway on the backscene and
either bend the boathouse sidings
around the corner or use the
boathouse to hide the entry to the
storage sidings. | have shown the
footpath to the pontoon for the
passenger ferry, but not the slipway
to the car ferry the other side of
the hotel; this would take another
foot or so to model fully.

The carriage sidings are unusual
in that they hold only about three
coaches each, so a train has to be
split in half to store it, although this
does add to the operational
interest, and the length of
headshunt in the bay platform limits
this as much as the siding length.
The short loop on the bay platform
line is not intended as a run-round
point, but to allow access to the
turntable when the bay platform is
full. As you will appreciate,
passenger trains tend to arrive at a
seaside station in groups and the
stock needs to be kept somewhere
until they need to leave again. Stock
would fill the sidings on summer
Saturdays and some would be sent
back to Paignton and beyond.
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One of the particular attractions
of Kingswear was that, like
Weymouth, it dealt with a lot of
non-passenger traffic too. For many
years it was a main coal import
dock, serving Torquay Gasworks
amongst other businesses, and had
cranes there for the purpose,
though these are gone today.

| have deliberately telescoped
the main line to use the tunnel as a
scenic break for the fiddle yard, but
the plan could be extended around
the room to model either more of
the main line, or perhaps the next
station at Churston. This is
probably a good point to remind
you that Kingswear, like other lines
that are still open today, can be
viewed on-line on Google Maps.
Alternatively you could visit the
location today, as the Paignton and
Dartmouth Railway —
www.paignton-steamrailway.co.uk —
still operates the route from
Paignton to Kingswear with
preserved steam for tourists and

holiday makers.

North of the border

Scotland is very much a land of
contrasts and it’s always fascinating
to leave the city bustle of Glasgow,
Edinburgh, or Inverness and cross
the rugged Highlands with their

Plan 10 — Mallaig

Key
Rocks

stark glacial valleys and dominating
mountains to reach the gentler
lochs and isles.

The West Highland Extension
from Fort William to Mallaig offers
great scenic potential to the
modeller. The station is still extant
today, although a shadow of its
former glory in LNER and BR steam
days when tourist traffic kept the
little fishing town alive and bustling.

Plan 10 is based on the water
side terminus of Mallaig. The line
was built with a government grant
for the benefit of the fishing
industry, but its fame as a tourist
line prompted the LNER to run
through sleeper trains from
London King’s Cross briefly,
though they later terminated at
Fort William, as indeed they still do
today, although they now run from
London Euston up the West Coast
Main Line. The LNER also
operated rail cruises in the 1930s
and observation cars operated
there into BR days.

From nationalisation BR operated
the route with a mixture of ex-
LNER and ex-LMS classes including
ex-LNER ‘K1’ and ‘K4’ 2-6-0s. The
BR ‘Standard Four’ 2-6-0s also
made appearances, most
memorably 76001 which was the

first of the class to reach Mallaig.

8 Turntable

Boatyard and slip way 9  Coal stage

Signal cabin
Buildings

|
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\ 4
5 Church
6  Platform with cattle pens 13 Station building
7 Inspection pit
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10 Engine shed
Il Platform
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Class 27 diesels were a mainstay
of the line in the BR era after the
demise of steam, but today the line
once again features steam travel in
summer months, and the line even
appeared in a Harry Potter film, an
achievement it shares with the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway.

One of the interesting
differences between Highland
termini and the Southern resorts
like Kingswear is the proportion of
passenger to goods traffic. Even on
the road to the isles there was
simply never enough passenger
traffic to match the intensive
holiday excursions of South West
England. However, in the wild
open Scottish highlands where the
long, twisty and narrow roads
deterred motorised competition
right up to the 1970s, there was
plenty of freight, both general
goods and fish.

As drawn the plan for Mallaig fits
into a space roughly 7ft x | Ift, but
would look good as an island in a
much larger space where visitors
could see it better and where the
operator could walk around it. |
have shown the baseboard
significantly bigger than needed
because the sea and rocks around
the line are part of the

atmosphere.

Operator & well
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Bachmann’s ‘OO’
Class 108 DMU.

Hornby’s Maunsell

‘King Arthur’ 4-6-0.

Review of the year:
2007-2008

Since the beginning of 2007 there have been countless exciting new
announcements and releases. MIKE WILD relives the |18-months from
January 2007-August 2008 and highlights the best ready-to-run models
in a great period for railway modellers. Photography, Mike Wild.

here has never been a
time when the model
railway hobby has been
so diverse and exciting.
New announcements are coming
thick and fast, and the range of
ready-to-run models is increasing
all the time as manufacturers bring

modellers more of what they want.

‘OO0’ gauge remains as the most
popular scale, and it shows. In
March 2007 ViTrains, an Italian
model company, began distributing
its new Class 37/4 model through
the Hobby Company of Milton

Keynes, while the big players,
Bachmann, Heljan and Hornby,
continued to expand their ranges of
locomotives, carriages and wagons
throughout the year and into 2008.
In a move that caught many by
surprise, Dapol Model Railways
announced its return to the ‘OO0’
gauge ready-to-run market in 2009
with its first new locomotive model
in this scale: a North British
Locomotives Class 22 hydraulic.
With five major players, plus the
ever-busy kit manufacturers, there
has never been a better time to

start a new layout.

During 2007 and the first half
of 2008 the ready-to-run
manufacturers released more than
20 new locomotives from ‘N’ to ‘G’
scale and there are many more in
the pipeline. At the end of August,
Bachmann’s new BR ‘Standard
Four’ 4-6-0 was just weeks away
and the company was also working
on an LMS Fowler parallel boiler
‘Patriot’ 4-6-0, a Cravens Class 105
DMU, and a Network Rail multi-
purpose vehicle. Meanwhile
Hornby was developing a new SR

Hornby Magazine Yearbook



‘Schools’ 4-4-0, a BR ‘Standard
Four’ 4-6-0, a Class 153 single
railcar and all-new HST power cars

as well as the eagerly awaited SR
Drummond ‘T9’ 4-4-0 which was
expected to hit the shops in
September 2008.

Danish manufacturer Heljan had
committed to the production of a
limited edition model of Brush
prototype Kestrel Co-Co, following
its sell-out success with a limited
edition model of 1961 Brush
prototype Falcon at beginning of
2008. Heljan has also committed to
a model of the British Thompson
Houston Class 15 Bo-Bo and a
Clayton Class |7 Bo-Bo — and
that’s just in ‘OO’ gauge.

Elsewhere, there have been
other bold announcements.
Kernow Model Rail Centre has
commissioned Dapol to produce a
ready-to-run model of the North
British Class 41 D600 ‘Warship’
and, to the surprise of many, a
ready-to-run Southern Region Class
205 Diesel Electric Multiple Unit.
Model railway retailing giant
Hattons of Liverpool has
commissioned Heljan to produce a
ready-to-run ‘OO’ model of the
Swindon-built Class 14 0-6-0 diesel
hydraulic too, making this an
exciting time for diesel followers

In ‘N’ gauge, Bachmann, which
now owns the Graham Farish
range, and Dapol have been busy
developing new products, with a
Class 42/43 (D800 series) ‘Warship’
arriving in August to be followed by
a new Brush Class 47, English
Electric Class 08, a Class 108 DMU
and a rebuilt Fowler ‘Royal Scot’

4-6-0 from Bachmann, and a Class
67, Class 156 and ‘B17’ 4-6-0 all in
the offing from Dapol.

January 2007

The beginning of each year is
traditionally a time of new
announcements, and January 2007
was no exception! Hornby
announced its new projects on
January | and amongst the highlights
was the promise of a Maunsell ‘King
Arthur’ 4-6-0, an lvatt rebuilt
‘Patriot’ 4-6-0, a Stanier rebuilt
‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0 and a Stanier
‘4MT’ 2-6-4T for steam modellers,
plus a new BR Class 56 diesel
locomotive and a new range of
Southern Railway Maunsell
carriages. The new announcements

also took in new Skaledale buildings

including a locomotive coal drop,

retaining walls, a range of gas works
buildings, and more.

The start of the year also marked
the arrival of Bachmann’s all-new
Class 108 DMU. This became the
first new first generation Diesel
Multiple Unit (DMU) to be turned
into a ready-to-run model since
Lima had introduced its Class 101
in the 1990s. The 108, however,
marked a step-change in quality.

Rather than being a
representation of the prototype,
this model achieved a level of detail
which had been unheard of for a
DMU model in ‘OO’, with properly
proportioned underframe detail, a
superbly-made body shell and
interior lighting. For good measure,
the new standard Digital Command
Control 8-pin decoder socket was

included in the units.

ViTrain’s Class 37/4.

Below: OO Works
Drummond ‘700’ 0-6-0.

Bottom: Bachmann’s ‘N’

gauge Class 57.

L e

57
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Bachmann’s ‘N’ gauge

Class 60.

Peco’s ‘N’ gauge Collett
2251’ 0-6-0.

48

The 108 was something of a

revelation, not least because finally
Bachmann was offering a DMU
with the standard of detail which is
now expected of ready-to-run
locomotives.

At the end of the month the
London Toyfair took place where
Bachmann announced new models
for both its Branchline ‘OO’ range
and Graham Farish ‘N’ gauge
ranges.

Newly announced in ‘OO’ was a
model of the ex-LNWR ‘Super D’
0-8-0, filling a niche in the freight
locomotive market, as well as
committing to production of a new
range of BR standard |0ft
wheelbase box vans including
planked and plywood sided
versions and insulated vans. A new
model of the 29-tonne VDA van
and BDA bolster wagon were also
announced for modern railway
modellers.

In ‘N’ gauge, Bachmann revealed
its intention to produce a model of
the BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0 and Ivatt 2MT’
2-6-0 as well as completely re-
tooled versions of the BR Class 37
with original split-headcode and
centre-headcode designs. Other
new releases expected during the

year and on show included the all-

new ‘ubilee’ 4-6-0 and ‘Warship’
B-B hydraulic.

February 2007

The first of the re-issues of the ex-
Lima Class 101 DMU were released
by Hornby during February. This
wasn’t a completely new model,

as it relied extensively on the ex-
Lima tooling, but they featured a
re-worked motor and a Digital
Command Control (DCC) socket
as standard.

Around the same time, the first
versions of the ex-Lima Class 121
arrived from Hornby and Base Toys
also began distributing its new range
of ‘O0’ scale budget road vehicles
with a range of different cab styles
and bodywork.

March 2007
On March 9, the first issue of Hornby
Magazine went on sale. Around the
same time, ViTrains released its first
new model — the Class 37/4 diesel.
The new model, which had its
roots with Lima, marked a step-
change, as it featured a high-
performance chassis and a detailed
body moulding with removable
details, such as the exhaust ports and
bonnet front, to allow further
variations to be modelled. The first
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versions to be released were 37428
David Lloyd George in BR large logo
blue, 37414 in Regional Railways
livery, 37403 Glendarroch in
Railfreight Distribution colours and
37423 Sir Murray Morrison in BR

Main Line livery.

April 2007

Following its announcement at the
start of the year, Hornby released its
new model of the Southern Railway
‘King Arthur’ 4-6-0 express
passenger locomotive. The new
model featured a stunning level of
detail, particularly in the cab, where
gauge glasses, pipework, regulator
and gauges were all to be found in
miniature.

Four versions were released
initially: 30453 King Arthur, 30764 Sir
Gawain and 30803 Sir Harry Le Fise
Lake in BR lined green plus 736
Excalibur in Southern Railway olive
green.

In ‘N’ gauge, Bachmann released
the first of its brand-new Class 57
models. Compared with previous
‘N’ gauge releases, save the new
Class 66 released in 2006, the 57
offered an unparalleled level of detail
for a British outline model in this
scale, with a high-performance
chassis, working directional lights and
a 6-pin decoder connection factory
fitted to the chassis. Three versions
were released: 57601 in
Porterbrook purple, 57301 Scott
Tracy in Virgin Trains colours, 57003
Freightliner Evolution in Freightliner
green and yellow and 57602
Restormel Castle in First Great
Western livery.

During April, Hornby also
released its new Elite digital



controller and Skaledale items
including retaining walls and a
locomotive coal drop.

A new entrant to the ‘OO’, 1:76
scale, road vehicle market was
Oxford Diecast when it released a
Morris Minor van and Ford Anglia

ice cream van.

May 2007

Following the success of its first
batch of Bulleid rebuilt ‘West
Country’/‘Battle of Britain’ 4-6-2
and Maunsell ‘King Arthur’ 4-6-0s,
Hornby announced four new
versions of each for the autumn.
The chosen locomotives were
Bulleid ‘Pacifics’ 34019 Sir Trafford
Leigh Mallory, 34088 213 Squadron,
34026 Yes Tor and 34036 Westward
Ho! plus ‘King Arthurs’ 746
Pendragon, 30799 Sir Ironside,
30778 Sir Pelleas and 30755

The Red Knight. 30755 was
subsequently replaced by 30742
King Uther.

‘OO’ Works, a small
manufacturer producing limited
production runs of hand-built,
ready-to-run models, released its
new model of the Drummond
‘700’ 0-6-0, offering further choice
for Southern Railway and BR
Southern Region modellers.

June 2007

June marked the arrival of
Bachmann’s eagerly awaited Brush
Type 4, later Class 47. With 512
examples built between 1962 and
1967, and a career which still

continues today, it is no surprise

that this class has been a popular
choice for model manufacturers
for many years. Hornby and Lima
both produced models, and more
recently Heljan introduced a high-
detail model, although there were
discrepancies over the width of the
bogie side-frames compared with
the body. The latest version of the

Bachmann’s ‘N’ gauge

Class 04.

Class 47 in ‘OO’ gauge came from
Bachmann in the form of a
completely new model.

This model has proved to be
another popular release, with four
versions being offered initially —
D1500 in original two-tone green,
D1764 in two-tone green with full

yellow cab fronts, 47035 and ViTrain’s Class 37/0.

Bachmann’s Class 47.
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Bachmann’s Ivatt 2MT’
2-6-0.

Dapol’s ‘N’ gauge ‘QI’.

50

47148 in BR blue and 47404 in the
same livery, but with a digital
sound chip.

July 2007

At the end of the month Bachmann
held its annual open day at its
Barwell headquarters for shop
owners and media. The big news
was Bachmann’s decision to fully
re-tool its BR ‘Standard Four’
4-6-0 which, when released, would
result in a full set of BR ‘Standard
Fours’ from the manufacturer —
namely the 2-6-4T, 2-6-0 and
4-6-0. The new tooling is destined
to replace the ageing 1970s tooling
for the ‘Standard Four’ 4-6-0.

The latest release from
Bachmann arrived in July in the
form of the Ivatt 2MT’ 2-6-0. This
locomotive marked a change from
the company’s usual practice,
as the DCC decoder socket was
located in the tender. However,

it was well received and initially it

was released as 46521 in BR lined

green, 46440 in BR lined black and
as 6402 in LMS plain black.

ViTrains increased its range during
July too, with release of the first
Class 37/0 variants on its
increasingly popular bodyshell.

August 2007

During August Hornby announced
that it would be re-introducing the
ex-Lima six-wheel milk tanker, but
with a completely new chassis and
NEM coupling pockets. Dapol also
announced its intention to produce
an ‘O0’ scale ready-to-run model of
the Freightliner and GB Railfreight
operated FEA spine wagon for
release in 2008.

During the month, Hornby
released its first new versions of the
ex-Lima Class 66 freight locomotives
in three colour schemes — EWS, GB
Railfreight and GBRf Medite liveries.

Hornby Magazine Yearbook

August 2007 was a great month
for ‘N’ gauge modellers with four
brand-new releases reaching the
shops. First out was Peco’s model
of the Collett 2251’ 0-6-0. Peco
hadn’t produced a ready-to-run
locomotive for many years, but this
model was notable as the first
DCC fitted ‘N’ gauge model to be
released.

Bachmann'’s tiny, but highly
detailed, model of the BR Class 04
diesel shunter arrived soon after
and this showed just how good
British ‘N’ gauge was becoming.

It was followed closely by the long-
awaited BR Class 60 heavy freight
diesel locomotive. As the month
closed, Dapol’s all new ‘N’ gauge
model of the Bulleid ‘Q1’ 0-6-0
arrived — another excellent model
which wowed modellers upon its
release.

September 2007

September was a month for
London Midland Region modellers,
as Hornby’s new rebuilt ‘Royal
Scot’ and rebuilt ‘Patriot’ 4-6-0
models reached the shops. These
two models filled a substantial gap
in the market and initially Hornby
released three versions of each.
The ‘Royal Scots’ chosen were
46102 Black Watch, 46140 The
Kings Royal Rifle Corps and 46146
The Rifle Brigade and the ‘Patriots’
45512 Bunsen, 45531 Sir Frederick
Harrison and 45545 Planet — all in
BR green livery. These new

releases were well received, except



for the chimney which has since

been revised.

The other big news of September
was the launch of Hornby’s Railroad
range of budget locomotives,
carriages, wagons and accessories.
This new product line made use of
discontinued models including the
old version of the Gresley A3’ 4472
Flying Scotsman, the Class 08
shunter and others. All of the
models are priced between £3.50,
for a single goods wagon, and
£50.00 for Flying Scotsman and offer
a cheaper alternative to the highly-
detailed ready-to-run models now
being produced by Hornby — the
aim being to attract more people
into the market by offering good

running, but lesser detailed models.

October 2007

The tenth month of the year was a
busy one! It started with the release
of Bachmann’s BR ‘Standard Four’
2-6-0 of which four versions were
produced with different tenders,
depending upon their numbers.

The locomotive identities released
initially were 76020, 76053, 76069
and 76079.

Next in line were the first of
Hornby’s Maunsell carriages. These
fantastic models set new standards
for carriage detail, surpassing even
the recently released Hornby
Gresley teak and Stanier Period Il
stock produced in recent years.
Four different vehicle types were
released initially: brake composites,
corridor thirds, corridor firsts and
corridor composites.

Hornby also released the first of
its new Class 56 models and again
this proved to be well worth the
wait. The initial releases were
56013 in BR blue and 56049 in BR
Railfreight red stripe followed by
EWS liveried 56059 and BR coal
sector 56128.

But that wasn’t all. The National
Railway Museum broke new ground
by announcing a ready-to-run
limited edition model of the
prototype Deltic in partnership with
Bachmann. The model certainly

caught the public’s imagination and
the first batch of 500 special edition
models sold out within weeks.
However, a further batch of 2,500
standard limited edition models

Heljan’s Falcon.

were also produced ensuring that
there were plenty available.

In ‘N’ gauge Dapol made a
surprise announcement at its first
factory open day when it revealed
that it would be releasing a model
of the BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0 at the Warley
National Model Railway Exhibition
at the NEC in December and that
future production would include a
model of the Beyer, Peacock
‘Hymek’ Bo-Bo and an LNER ‘BI7’
4-6-0.

Bachmann’s Aristocraft ‘G’ scale
arm also launched its Class 66 diesel
model — an impressive and large

machine at 2ft 5in long!

November 2007

November was a comparatively
quiet month as everyone prepared
for the annual Warley National
Model Railway Exhibition at the

Hornby’s rebuilt ‘Patriot’
and ‘Royal Scot’ 4-6-0s.
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Hornby’s Railroad Class 08
freight pack.

Bachmann’s BR ‘Standard
Four’ 2-6-0.
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NEC in Birmingham at the
beginning of December.

Just before the end of the month,
Dapol’s ‘Hymek’ model touched
down following its announcement
in October, and Hornby completed
its set of Maunsell carriages by
releasing the brake composites and
corridor thirds.

In the news, Bachmann revealed
that it would be producing a range
of ready-to-use buildings under its
Scenecraft banner including a range
of colliery buildings, station buildings
and other railway and industry
related structures.

December 2007

The month started with the Warley
National Model Railway Exhibition
on |/2 December and Bachmann
released its wireless Dynamis Digital
Command Control controller and
Stanier ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0 at the
beginning of the month.

The Jubilee’ replaced the ageing
ex-Mainline tooling for the same
class and Bachmann
released

three versions initially — 4561 |
Hong Kong in BR lined green with
early crests and riveted tender,
45562 Alberta in BR lined green
with late crests and a flush-sided
tender and 5563 Australia in LMS
crimson with a Fowler 3,500 gallon
tender.

The Warley show also marked
the launch of two new model
railway companies: ‘N’ gauge
manufacturer Ixion Model Railways
and specialist ‘O’ gauge maker
Electrifying Trains — the latter
specialising in hand-built
ready-to-run EMUs.

Later in the month Hornby
released its Stanier ‘4MT’ 2-6-4T.
This model filled a gap in the LMS
passenger tanks and three versions
were released initially: 2546 in LMS
black, 42437 in BR lined black with
late crests and 42468 in BR black
with early crests.

December also witnessed a
highlight of the year,

Heljan’s limited edition model of
1961 Brush prototype D0280
Falcon arrived. Three liveries were

released on this one-off locomotive:
original lime green and chestnut
brown, BR two-tone green with
small yellow warning panels and BR
blue with full yellow cab fronts.
However, only 2,400 Falcons were
made, split into 800 in each livery.
In the same month Dapol also
released its promised BR ‘OF’
2-10-0 in ‘N’ gauge and this became
another popular model with several
number variations being produced.
Other highlights of December were
Bachmann’s first DCC sound fitted
Class 37 and Hornby’s Maunsell
‘Van C’ four-wheel brake van to

complement the Maunsell carriages.

January 2008
At start of a new year

Hornby
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announced its plans for 2008 which
included three new steam
locomotive models, two new diesel
locomotives, rolling stock, digital
sound fitted models and more.

For steam modellers the
highlights were Hornby’s
announcement of a ready-to-run
Drummond ‘T9’ 4-4-0, the
Maunsell ‘Schools’ 4-4-0 and the BR
‘Standard Four’ 4-6-0, all of which
were expected to be released
before the year was out. Hornby
also committed to production of
much-needed new HST power
cars, and a model of the Class 153
single-car DMU. This year,
however, the Margate based
company opted to concentrate on
new goods wagons rather than

introduce further new carriages —

the new wagon announcements
included a ‘Shark’ ballast plough and
‘Clam’, ‘Rudd’ and ‘Tope’ engineers’
wagons.

Three new ranges were also
added to the Hornby catalogue in
the January announcement: Skale
Scenics, Skale Autos and Skale
Lighting, adding further to the range
of model railway accessories
available through Hornby. Other
announcements included new
models for Railroad, DCC sound
fitted models, a whole host of new
buildings for the Skaledale ‘OO’ and
Lyddle End ‘N’ gauge building

range.

During the month Bachmann’s

new ‘N’ gauge Class 37 and
‘Jubilee’ reached the shops,
allowing ‘N’ gauge modellers to
purchase two more highly detailed
models in this scale, including both
split headcode and centre
headcode box variations of the 37.
The ‘Jubilee’ boasted impressive
new features for an ‘N’ steam
model with its see-through spoked
wheels, highly detailed body and, a
first for Bachmann at least, a
tender-mounted motor. In ‘OO’
gauge Heljan’s Class 58 was
released too, offering a much more
powerful model of these 1982
introduced Type 5s than Hornby'’s
now obsolete equivalent.

The end of the month saw
Bachmann announce further new
models at the London Toyfair. At
the show, the company revealed
that it would be producing an
original condition Fowler ‘Patriot’
4-6-0, a Cravens Class 105 DMU,
a Railtrack Multi-Purpose-Vehicle,
a new GWR pattern 8-ton cattle
wagon and modern-day
Autoballaster wagons in ‘OO’
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Aristocraft’s ‘G’ scale
Class 66, posed with a
Bachmann ‘OO0’ gauge
Class 66.

Hornby’s Class 56.

Dapol’s ‘N’ gauge ‘Hymelc’.
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gauge. In ‘N’ gauge, it announced a
Class 47 diesel and Class 108
DMU.

February 2008

The much talked about and highly
popular National Railway Museum,
Bachmann-made model of the
prototype Deltic arrived in early
February and hit the headlines. It
was seen as a bold move, not least
because only 3,000 were produced.
The model had an extremely high
degree of accuracy too, as it was
crafted using laser scanning of the
12in to the foot prototype on
display at the National Railway
Museum’s outpost at Shildon.

Hornby was busy too, but rather
than locomotives, the company
delivered other useful products
including the first batch of Skale
Autos cars, lorries and buses
produced in conjunction with
Oxford Diecast. ViTrains also added
a new variation to its range in the
form of the Class 37/3.

March 2008

March was a month of
announcements as Dapol revealed
its return to ready-to-run
locomotives for ‘OO’ gauge.

The company made public its
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decision to produce a model of the
North British Locomotive Company
Class 22 hydraulic for release in
2009, and shortly after Kernow
Model Rail Centre announced a tie-
up with Dapol to produce a model
of the NBL-built D600 series
AlA-AlA ‘Warship’.

New start up, Ixion Model
Railways also revealed its first
model’s identity —a GWR ‘Manor’
4-6-0 in ‘N’ gauge.

New releases including
Bachmann’s superb new |0ft
wheelbase 12-ton BR box vans also

arrived in the shops, together with




Hornby’s stunning ‘Shark’ ballast
plough.

April 2008
The fourth month of 2008
prompted several new and exciting
announcements from Danish
manufacturer Heljan. Following the
success of its model of D0280
Falcon, the company revealed that it
would be producing a ‘OO’ model
of 1968-built Brush prototype
HS4000 Kestrel for release in 2009.
At the same time, the company
also announced that it would
produce an ‘OO’ ready-to-run
model of the British Thompson
Houston Class |5 Bo-Bo for release
in 2009 and a ready-to-run ‘O’
gauge model of the highly-popular
English Electric Class 20. Around
the same time, OO Works revealed
its next hand-built ready-to-run
model would be the Lancashire and
Yorkshire Railway Class 23 0-6-0ST.
This part of the year was

relatively slow for new releases,

although Bachmann bucked the

trend by releasing its first Scenecraft

buildings and Hornby'’s Skale
Lighting range reached the shops
too.

May 2008

New announcements came thick
and fast in May with ready-to-run
manufacturers announcing no fewer
than six new models and the first
glimpse of previously announced
new items.

Leading the month were the first
images of Hornby’s HST power
cars, Class |53 single railcar and
‘Clam’, ‘Rudd’ and “Tope’ engineers
wagons. Bachmann pleased ‘N’
gauge modellers by revealing that it
was retooling the Graham Farish
Class 08 diesel shunter to offer a
fully detailed model with outside
frames and it also revealed the first
pre-production images of its
forthcoming new ‘N’ gauge Class
47. In Bachmann’s Gauge |
Brassworks range the company
announced a ready-to-run ‘Black
Five’ and Class 04 diesel shunter.

Also in ‘N’ gauge, Dapol announced Bachmann’s ‘00’ gauge
a new model of the West Coast
Main Line Class 86 Bo-Bo 25kV

overhead electric locomotive and a

Stanier ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0.

complete new range of overhead
catenary for ‘N’.

Perhaps the most exciting news
was Kernow Model Rail Centre’s
second tie-up with Dapol to
produce a ready-to-run model of
the Class 205 BR Southern Region
Diesel Electric Multiple Unit for
release in 2009 — which should fill a
massive gap in the market for
Southern Region modellers from
the transition era onwards.

Hornby bought Corgi for £7.5
million, adding further to the
growing portfolio which now
includes Airfix, Humbrol, Lima,
Jouef, Riverossi and Arnold.

Elsewhere, Hatton’s of Liverpool
announced its collaboration with
Heljan to produce a ready-to-run
‘OO’ model of the Class 14 0-6-0
diesel hydraulic, and specialist ‘O’
gauge manufacturer L H Loveless

revealed the first pictures of its next Hornby’s ‘Van C’.
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Bachmann’s

‘Super D’ 0-8-0.

project — the English Electric
prototype Deltic.

New releases included L H
Loveless’ stunning ready-to-run ‘O’
gauge ‘A4’, Bachmann’s three-car
version of the Class 108 DMU,
Oxford Diecast’s British Rail
maintenance lorries and a range of

new Hornby Skaledale buildings.

June 2008

In June, Bachmann released the first
images of its pre-production sample
of the Fowler parallel boiler ‘Patriot’
4-6-0 showing what to expect from
this new model. During the same
month, the company also launched
a new range of trees under the
Scene Scapes banner and re-
released the ‘OO’ Class 25 model
with directional lights. In ‘N’ gauge,
Bachmann’s new standard-setting
Stanier 57ft carriages arrived
showing, again, just what can be
achieved in this scale today.

Dapol announced a brand new
‘OO0’ gauge track cleaner based on
the Tomix ‘N’ gauge ‘scrub,
vacuum and polish’ unit with the
aim of release by Christmas 2008
and the first of its new ‘OO’ gauge
goods wagons arrived in the shops:
the 9ft wheelbase rectangular tank
wagon.

Hornby released new versions of
the rebuilt ‘Patriot’ and ‘Royal Scot’
4-6-0s with improved chimneys
and NEM coupling pockets at the
front and rear and also returned
the ex-Lima GWR parcels railcar
to the range.

July 2008

The big moment of July was the
annual Bachmann open day. At the
event Bachmann announced
several new models. In ‘OO’ gauge
the company committed to
production of a Peppercorn ‘A2’

4-6-2 and expansion of the
Scenecraft building range with
products including a washing plant,
a modern servicing depot,

a footbridge and more.

The event also provided the first
look at Bachmann’s long-promised
Class 150/1 and 150/2 DMUs,
while in ‘N’ gauge a new model
of the Stanier rebuilt ‘Royal Scot’
4-6-0 was announced.

Also in the news was Hornby’s
BR ‘Standard Four’ 4-6-0 as the
first images were released.

July also saw a further batch of
Scenecraft buildings reach the
shops from Bachmann and the
company began distribution of its
new range of lorries and cars in

conjunction with Base Toys.

August 2008

As the Hornby Magazine Yearbook
closed for press, Bachmann
stepped up and released the
eagerly awaited ex-LNWR ‘Super
D’ 0-8-0. Three versions were
released initially: 9449 in LMS
black, 49395 in BR black with early
crests and 49094 in BR black with
late crests. Also sneaking in during
August was the new ‘N’ gauge
Western Region ‘Warship’ B-B
hydraulic — another wonderful
model which shows the potential
of ‘N’.




On the left is Dapol’s ‘N’ gauge BR ‘OF’ 2-10-0 and on the right is

Bachmann’s Stanier ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0.

In the news, Bachmann revealed
that its new BR ‘Standard Four’
4-6-0 model, announced in July
2007, was only weeks away from
release, and OO Works revealed its
next model would be the SECR
Wainwright ‘H’ 0-4-4T.

Looking back over the past 18
months it is easy forget how much
has happened, and most it for the
better. The range of new
announcements is unrivalled with an
impressive spread of new models
released by all the manufacturers.
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Standards have continued to rise
and the variety of locomotives, rolling
stock, buildings and road vehicles is
always increasing. Two of the most
prominent releases are the Heljan
Brush prototype D0280 Falcon and
the NRM/Bachmann prototype
Deltic. Few, I'm sure, could have
imagined that these one off
locomotives would ever be available
as ready-to-run models, but their
popularity must have made them
worthwhile investments for the

companys behind them.

But the most profound changes
have come in ready-to-run ‘N’
gauge. This was once the ugly
duckling of model railways, but
with the standard of new products
now being produced by Bachmann
and Dapol, and particularly the
Class 04 diesel shunter and Stanier
‘Jubilee’ its fair to say we’ve never
had it so good in ‘N’.

Who knows what the next 12
months will bring, but, looking back
on 2007 and 2008, its bound to

offer more exciting and The NRM/Bachmann

extraordinary models.

prototype Deltic.
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Arrowmouth

The West Coast Main Line of the 1960s offered enthusiasts a great
selection of motive power from Stanier’s mighty ‘Duchess’ class
‘Pacifics’ to BR ‘9Fs’ on heavy freight trains and a range of diesel
classes. With scale-length trains, impressive scenery, and a seaside
location, the Redditch Model Railway Club’s Arrowmouth is a
popular fixture on the exhibition circuit. Photography, Mike Wild.




2 The station

buildings are based on

LNWR examples, while
the glass screens take
their inspiration from
those used on the North
Wales Coast route.
Stanier ‘8F’ 2-8-0 48773
ambles through the
station with a container

train.

| Previous page: BR
‘9F’ 2-10-0 92136 passes
under the signalbox
gantry as it heads a
mixed goods through
Arrowmouth station. In
the platforms a BR
‘Standard Five’ 4-6-0
waits to depart with a

stopping train.
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ritish Railway’s

locomotive fleet was

changing rapidly in the

early 1960s following
publication of the 1955
Modernisation Plan. This document
spelt the end for steam traction as it
envisaged a new fleet of diesel
locomotives and large electrification
projects. One such project was the
West Coast Main Line from London
Euston to Glasgow, but it happened
in stages and the section north of
Crewe remained in the hands of
steam and diesel traction much
longer than the London-Crewe
section.

It is this area of the country that
the Redditch Model Railway Club
chose to base this layout on. It is
based on the fictional town of
Arrowmouth which is located on the
north west coast of England close to
the real Hest Bank station which
once stood between Lancaster and
Carnforth.

The railway is still diverse, as this
is the 1960s, and steam and diesel
traction run side-by-side on
everything from crack expresses to

bulk coal trains and mixed goods
rumbling their way noisily through
the station and over the River
Arrow.

Watching the layout, you can
almost imagine leaning out of the
front carriage window of the 10am
‘Royal Scot’ from Glasgow Central to
London Euston as it bursts out of
Arrowmouth tunnel and onto the
bridge across the River Arrow
hauled by a Class 47 diesel. This is
what Arrowmouth is all about,
capturing the West Coast Main Line
(WCML) as it was in the 1960s
during the change over from steam
to diesel traction.

Redditch MRC Secretary Guy
Craddock commented: “The layout
was completed in 1992 and it has
been popular on the exhibition
circuit from day one. Observers at
exhibitions have even said that
watching the layout in action is like
trainspotting without the wait, and
there are even some who believe
they have caught a train from this
fictitious location!

“Arrowmouth is a continuous run
measuring 22ft x 8ft in total and it
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includes a station with two through
roads, two platform loops and a bay
platform together with the
distinctive bridge across the aptly-
named River Arrow and many other
detail features.”

The seaside town of Arrowmouth
is totally fictional. It follows the
Redditch MRC'’s tradition of naming
layouts after places and areas in and
around Redditch. The River Arrow
actually flows through Redditch, but
the layout is based on the north
west coast of England far away from
the river’s true location.

Guy added: “The real West Coast
Main Line’s proximity to the coast
allowed us to model a coastal setting
for Arrowmouth — something that
was a little unusual back in 1992 —
and the era has been set between
1963 and 1968 when steam was in
its Indian Summer in this area of the
country, and five years before the
West Coast Main Line from London
to Glasgow was electrified north of
Crewe. The station is an ideal place
to stop and watch the trains pass by,
as Stanier’s remaining designs,
including ‘8F’ 2-8-0 and ‘Black Five’



4-6-0, handle goods trains whilst
‘Duchess’ and ‘Princess’ class
‘Pacifics’ haul the heaviest expresses.
Of course that isn’t all that appears.
Other locomotive designs including
the mighty Riddles BR ‘9F’ 2-10-0s,
Ivatt 2MT’ 2-6-2Ts, ‘4F’ 0-6-0s and
Hughes/Fowler ‘Crab’ 2-6-0s also
make appearances at the head of
goods and passenger trains alongside
the first influx of diesels.”

One of the keys to Arrowmouth’s
package is the range of correctly
formed and weathered trains. The
group provide their own stock for
the club layout, rather than the club
owning the stock, and this means
that a lot of time and effort has been
invested in this part of the project.
The locomotives, naturally for a
1960s period exhibition layout, are
all weathered and detailed, although
the vast majority are ready-to-run
with a few kit built examples for
good measure. All rail vehicles
receive the same treatment when it
comes to detailing. Guy
commented: “We have had
spectators at shows not only taking
locomotive numbers, but the
numbers of the carriages and
wagons running behind them too!”

Rejoining the |0am ‘Royal Scot’,
today hauled by a BR green Class 47,
the train enters the scenic section of
the layout through Pitcheroak Tunnel

before travelling along an
embankment above Park Farm.
Soon after the line plunges into
Arrowmouth Tunnel to pass through
the headland cliffs which protect the
properties behind from the ravages
of the Irish Sea. It then crosses the
bridge over the River Arrow, one of
the most prominent features of the
layout, before rumbling along the
raised sea wall which protects the
main town from the sea.

On the approach to the station
the train passes under a typical
London and North Western Railway
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(LNWR) gantry signalbox before
crossing the pointwork of the station
throat. The ‘Royal Scot’ passes
through non-stop on the centre
roads whilst in the platform a ‘4F’
waits patiently with a local train and
the station’s glass screens rattle as
the Class 47 continues its journey
south. After the station the line
swings inland and passes a farm
machinery factory, the mudflats of a
small river and campers on the
Arrowmouth campsite before
disappearing out of view through a
deep cutting into the fiddle yard.
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3 A popular feature
of the stock roster is the
‘Condor’ container train.
A pair of English Electric
Type Is (later Class 20)
head south through the

station.

¥3 2P The track gang
continue their work as
Stanier ‘Princess Royal’
4-6-2 46203 Princess
Margaret Rose races
through with the daily
south bound sleeper

train.
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5 Steam and diesel
locomotives run side-by-
side on Arrowmouth
capturing the changing
face of British Railways.
BR Sulzer Type 2 (later
Class 25) D521 | passes
through the station with

a north bound oil train.

6 At the country
end of the layout, a BR
Sulzer Type 4 (later Class
45) bursts out of
Arrowmouth tunnel with

a van train.

62

Building Arrowmouth
“Arrowmouth was born out of the
desire to build a new exhibition
layout for Redditch Model Railway
Club’s 25th Anniversary in 1992,”
Guy said. “We looked around model
railway shows in the area and
decided to set our new railway on
the coast. The layout was proposed
in late 1990 as a replacement for our
Bordesley Parkway layout, which
had not been seen on the exhibition
circuit for a number of years.

“After many hours of debate
amongst members, the plan for
Arrowmouth was created and it was
an amalgam of a number of ideas put
forward by members of the Club.

The resultant track layout is simple
yet flexible and the continuous run
allows intensive operation of trains
to keep spectators happy at
exhibitions.

“The baseboards are of a
conventional solid top construction
of softwood and chipboard. A sub —
base which carries the track has
been added 2 in above the solid
top. Again this sub base is made of
chipboard. The result is a very firm
and solid base for the railway, but, as
our members will testify, the boards
are very heavy to carry around. The
whole layout is supported on
trestles, each with a chain to adjust
the height.”
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Club layouts are often faced with
a decision as to which track type is
best. Some prefer the finer Code 75
version, but some earlier model
locomotives won’t run particularly
well on it. Guy commented: “Being a
club layout we decided to use the
universal 4mm scale ‘OO’ gauge
Code 100 track, as using any of the
finer scales would have meant that
members might have to convert
existing stock to suit the new
layout’s particular track type. As a
club, we feel that ‘OO’ scale track
portrays the railway well enough,
and after all, it is more about
creating the effect of a real railway
that all our members can enjoy.”

Virtually all the track has timber
sleepers, although concrete-
sleepered track has been used in the
station area and on one of the
corners. This is typical of the era the
Redditch MRC has modelled, as
concrete sleepered track become
much more widespread during this
period. The track is laid on cork and
then ballasted with loose granite
chippings stuck in place using diluted
PVA glue. Once the track was laid,
the rail sides were painted a rust
colour and the whole formation has



since been toned down using a
variety of aerosol-spray colours to
give it a more ‘used’ look.

Building the ‘townscape’

The Redditch MRC has developed its
own method for the construction of
buildings. Although it isn’t necessarily
revolutionary, it does mean that each
layout built by the club has totally
individual buildings designed to fit the
space and the ‘real’ location of the
model.

The basic method revolves around
a thick card base structure for each
building. This is then covered with
either brick papers or plastic card to
represent stone or brick finishes. In
some cases various grades of
sandpaper have also been used to
represent concrete rendering,
something often found at seaside
towns to further protect buildings
from the ravages of the sea.

“All the railway buildings are based
on London North Western Railway
(LNWR) structures and drawings,”
Guy commented. “The main station
building is based on the one that was
at St Albans, and the small waiting
room and signalbox are based on
standard LNWR drawings. In
common with many other railway
companies, the LNWR produced
standard buildings made of wood

from panels of a standard size.
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Each of these panels would either
have a door, window or plain
planking or a combination of any of
the three. This meant that a building
could be formed to fit the purpose
and location required by joining
these standard panels together.

“We have done just that with the
models, as the real railway did, and
constructed a waiting room and
signalbox by this method. Each
building is designed to fit their
location and purpose, and is
constructed using standard sized
panels.”

Another key feature of the layout
is the pair of glass screens between
the platforms and these provoke
many questions at exhibitions. Guy
takes up the story: “The screens
were common on the North Wales
Coast route and were used to

protect passengers from the

weather and the sea whilst waiting
for trains. We constructed ours from
scratch using plastic strut ‘H’ section
girder and plastic glazing material to
represent the glass. The glazing bars,
which were added to the plastic
glazing material, were originally
made using strips of plastic card
painted cream, but we found that it
was difficult to stick these strips
permanently and they have since
been replaced these with thin strips
of masking tape which is handily the
correct colour!”

The station buildings have been
finished by the addition of canopies.
These are made from card, as are
the valances and they add much to
the overall feel of the station.
Recent improvements to the layout
have included extension of the
goods yard and the addition of a
loading dock for parcels which

7 An English Electric
Type 4 (later Class 40)

thunders over the River
Arrow. The bridge is

entirely scratchbuilt.

@D With alocal
stopping train behind,
Ivatt 2MT’ 2-6-2T 41278
potters onto the bridge
on the approach to the

station.
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@ The most

prominent feature of the
layout is the bridge over
the River Arrow. A ‘4F’
0-6-0, now in its last
years of service, passes a

Stanier ‘Jubilee’ 4-6-0, at

the head of a train of coal

empties.

@ The length of this

22ft long exhibition
layout is clear, as a BR
Sulzer Type 2 crosses the

River Arrow.
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involved construction of another

new canopy made of card.

The river bridge

The main railway structure, other
than the station, is the bridge over
the River Arrow. The design is a
copy of those found on the
Cumbrian coast line, which is close
to the area where the layout is
based.

“The bridge is constructed
around a piece of chipboard as the
decking,” Guy said. “<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>