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6 Pin Decoder
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TT3039M LB&SCR Terrier Brighton
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CONSTRUCTION

Mike Wild reveals how we
extended overhead wires and
added lineside and station detail
on Hornby Magazine’s East Coast
Cement layout extension before its
unveiling at the 2025 Great Electric
Train Show.

MAKING A SCENE

Dan Evason completes his ‘O’
gauge model of Sugar Loaf summit
station and prepares for its first
exhibition, adding scenic elements
and finer detailing.

TRAIN FORMATIONS

Mark Chivers shows how to
recreate East Coast Main Line long-
distance passenger trains from the

1970s and ‘80s.

DIGITAL SOUND
Mike Wild equips Hornby’s Lumo

Class 803 EMU with the
manufacturer’s TXS digital sound
decoders.
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To find a stockist near you,
visit www.keymodelworld.com
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What's inside

7 WELCOME

Mark Chivers introduces the latest issue.

8 UPDATE

The latest model railway news, including several
all-new Bachmann ‘O0’ locomotive and multiple

unit projects, Hornby reveals more ‘OO’ and
TT:120’ releases, Dapol adds a Gresley Full Brake
and Buffet for ‘N’ gauge and much more. Plus,
you could be in with a chance to win one of two
Hornby LNER J52' 0-6-0STs, worth £174.99 each in
our exclusive competition.

’I 8 HORNBY MAGAZINE 2025
MODEL RAILWAY AWARDS

We reveal the winners of this year’s Hornby
Magazine Model Railway Awards — as voted by you.

2 2 GRANTHAM:
THE STREAMLINERYEARS

Graham Nicholas'’s stunning ‘OO’ gauge model of
Grantham in its 1930s heyday recalls the golden
age of steam travel, when the LNER's famed Art Deco
expresses raced along the East Coast Main Line.

3 2 ‘DELTIC’'BUYING GUIDE

The Class 55 ‘Deltics’ transformed services north
of King's Cross with their unique soundtrack.

Ben Church outlines the ready-to-run models
produced of this popular prototype, across the scales.
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EAST COAST MAINLINE
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FIRST REVIEWS

T —— 5 8 YORK STATION
-'—'5"‘—-—-"/ v ¥ Peter Kirmond’s 2mm finescale layout captures

York station’s stunning overall roof and the
famous locomotives of the LNER which once
called there, in meticulous detail.

7 4 REALITY CHECK

Evan Green-Hughes looks back at the first-

@ generation Class 104 Diesel Multiple Unit and
explores the history of these reliable and long-

I VW"I '"“

u~

[
'3

lived trains.
70 Heljan Class 104 DMU for ‘00’
FINSBURY PARKTMD
84 ReVOIution WIA car carriers in 100’ ] O 8 The legendary home of the ‘Deltics’ is the subject
of Matt Gale’s ‘OO’ gauge layout which evokes
88 Homby IIIT:‘I 20’ KFA container ﬂats the atmosphere of a diesel depot in the 1970s to
brilliant effect.
90 Homby ‘TT:120' four-wheel coaches 118 RAILWAY REALISM
In the final part of Evan G -Hughes' look back
92 BaChmann I.MS 20ton brake van in IOOI arjc 20% ;;;:’ Zirc t;‘? JE’; razﬁlj:y-s PLE cﬁioriiles fﬁe
successes and failings of privatisation and looks to
the future of Great British Railways.

PLUS, the latest releases from Bachmann,

: ’I 22 SHOW GUIDE
Heljan, Homby and more. Hornby Magazine’s guide to forthcoming model

railway exhibitions and club open days.

www.keymodelworld.com December 2025 5 »)




‘MS’ Series
Sound Decoders
(16-bit audio)

MS440 ‘Max/i’
21-pin MTC socket
30 x15 x4mm
3W Audio 1.2A Motor 8 FOs
Unlimited ‘stay-alive’

MS450 ‘Maxi’
8-pin & PluX-22
30x15 x4mm
3W Audio 1.2A Motor 10 FOs
Unlimited ‘stay-alive’

MS481 ‘Min/’
6-pin, 8-pin & PluX-16
19 x 11 x 3.1 mm
3W Audio 0.8A Motor 6 FOs
1,000uF direct ‘stay-alive’

MS491 ‘Minf’
6-pin & 8-pin
19 x 7.8 x 2.8 mm
1W Audio 0.7A Motor 5 FOs
1,000uF direct ‘stay-alive’

MS500 ‘Micro’
6-pin & 8-pin
14 x 10 x 2.6 mm
1W Audio 0.7A Motor 4 FOs
1,000uF direct ‘stay-alive’

MS540 ‘Micro’
E24 (new 28-pin)
19 x8.7x 2.8 mm
TW Audio 0.8A Motor 8 FOs
1,000uF direct ‘stay-alive’

MS560 ‘Micro’
KATO EM13 (Azuma)
21X A X 26 MM
1W Audio 0.7A Motor 2 FOs

MS581 ‘Mini’
Next-18 only
25x10 x4 mm
3W Audio 0.8A Motor 6 FOs

MS591 ‘Micro’
Next-18 only
15% 9.5 x 31 Imm
TW Audio 0.7A Motor 6 FOs

MS950 ‘O’ Gauge
34-pin L-interface
50 x 25 x15 mm
2 X 3W Audio 4A Motor 11 FOs
Integral ‘stay-alive’

MS990 ‘Flagship’
Pins or screw terminals
o X 40 %15 mm
2 X 10W Audio 6A Motor 15 FOs
Integral ‘stay-alive’

Made in Vienna, Austria... SE
not mass produced Dig s BCZ"H

in China!
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‘MN’ Series

Lt 1otor Decoders
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THE SOUND
SPECIALISTS

THE GO-TO PEOPLE FOR BRITISH LOCO
PROJECTS ON ZIMO SOUND DECODERS

uChoos

SIS ) CCISoundg=s

\_\i t\\-% ' s‘“‘ f .
YouChoos 01380 530530 www.youchoos.co.uk

Working exclusively with ZIMO decoders and offering a slick on-line service,
YouChoos has a comprehensive sound library that is regularly updated.

DIGITRAINS

Digitrains 01522 527731 www.digitrains.co.uk

Long-established with a large retail unit and workshop in Lincoln, Digitrains is
best known for its ZIMO sales with an impressive range of sound projects available.

Coastal DCC
CB&S tcal for modellers

by modellers

Coastal DCC 01473 710946 www.coastaldcc.co.uk

Based at its Ipswich retail shop, Coastal DCC has an enviable reputation for sales
and good advice. With a well-stocked ZIMO inventory, it attends many shows.

‘DON’T FOLLOW THE CROWD - LET THE CROWD FOLLOW Your

ASK FOR ZIMO’ BY NAME AND PURCHASE WITH CONFIDENCE
FROM YOUR REGULAR AUTHORISED ZIMO RETAILER:

Peter’s Spares Frizinghall Alton Models
01642 909794 01274 747447 01420 542244

AGR Model Store Sunningwell EDM Models
01525 854788 01865 730455 01904 331973

ASK FOR THE BEST

NOT ALLDECODERS ARE MADE EQUAL!

ZIMO UK Telephone: 01780 470086 E-mail: sales@zimo-digital.co.uk

VAL

7y (non-sound)
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MN340 ‘Maxy’
21-pin MTC socket
28.6 x15.3 ¥ 2.5mm
1.2A Motor rating
8 Function Outputs

Unlimited ‘stay-alive’

MN330 ‘Maxy’
8-pin & PluX-22
30 % 15.5 x:2 . 2mm
1.2A Motor rating
10 Function Outputs
Unlimited ‘stay-alive’

MN300 ‘Miny’
6-pin & 8-pin
126 X 10:5¢ 3.1 mm
1.0A Motor rating
6 Function Outputs
15,000uF direct
‘stay-alive’ connection

MN180 ‘Micro’
Next-18
15.5% 9 5% 2.6 MM
0.7A Motor rating
4 Function Outputs
15,000uF direct
'stay-alive’ connection

MN170 ‘Micro’
6-pin & 8-pin
1286 x25ImMm
0.7A Motor rating
6 Function Outputs

MN160 ‘Micro’

6-pin direct & Wires
13% 7.5 x 1.6 mm
0.5A Motor rating

4 Function Outputs

MN150 ‘Micro’
6-pin direct & Wires

COHME soan

4 Function Outputs

MN140 “‘Micro’

E24 & PluX-12
13.5x 8.7 x2.5mm
0.5A Motor rating
8 Function Outputs

MN250 ‘low voltage’
Wires only
9.9 x 75 x 21 mm
0.5A Motor rating
4 Function Outputs




ELLO, AND WELCOME to the latest
issue of Hornby Magazine. If you
were one of the thousands of visitors
who attended the Great Electric
Train Show last month it was great to see
you. We thoroughly enjoyed the weekend,
especially showcasing our newly extended
‘OO0’ gauge layout, East Coast Cement, which
performed faultlessly on both days. The
operating experience is much improved
with the extra scenic section and station area
and hopefully that resulted in an enjoyable
experience for the many onlookers watching
the trains pass by. The new stretch of catenary
also proved popular with visitors and several
enquiries about the origins of the masts on
the station platforms — watch this space!
Interest in overhead electric matters appears
to be more and more popular, judging by the
conversations we had over the weekend, not just
about East Coast Cement or Pete Waterman's
stunning Making Tracks 3, which was also
on display at the show, but the increasing
availability of models and accessories to model
the modern electrified railway. These range from
West Hill Wagon Works’ 3D-printed catenary
systems to exciting new models such as the
recent Accurascale Class 89 and Bachmann’s
newly-announced Class 313 and 314 Electric
Multiple Units (EMUs). You can read more on
these new EMUs on pages 12-13 of this issue.
With the traditional modelling season well and
truly under way now, it is a good time to take Modelling the striking overall
stock and make time to finish off a few projects station roof of the Cathedral city

on the back burner, including a layout idea I've Nk LN S i “ |

Issue 222 December 2025

EAST COAST

SPECIAL

FINSBURY
PARK

been itching to get under way. I've amassed e East Coast train formations , o < __‘H
several items of stock and have my eye on a . gﬂf“%gﬁ:? f“b”u"y?1:35;3li';;'°“ | e
ing i ight j ® Uass 20 DEtK v R T .
E:’:E; ?EUL:T ::: dc?orgzgtﬁ?nn; Lgitkn;?,zgc ulj ¢ ® East Coast (ement catenary e Dot 202025 i N : ' : | 'i04 S -
; : 12
On the subject of new stock, we are expecting :@W—Ogﬁs—f—j . “l?‘UL“?'Ll!\“l!‘!“éu‘g!u [
our new ‘O0’ gauge Accurascale ‘Euro’ Class 66, # Homby TT120 new releases ® Exclusive I1A-Ds for 00 |

66794 Steve Hannam in GB Railfreight Petroleum

sector colours, to arrive during November so train formations feature return, with a look at all-new WIA car carriers, Hornby’s new TT:120’

if you have placed a pre-order, keep an eye on 1970s/1980s InterCity passenger trains you can KFA intermodal container wagons and newly

your inbox for an email. model with ready-to-run ‘OO’ gauge items. tooled four-wheel carriages — and much more.
And so, to this issue of Hornby Magazine, which If our East Coast Cement layout extension | hope you enjoy the issue.

has a distinct East Coast Main Line flavour to it at the Great Electric Train Show caught your

this month, with three superb layouts in Graham | attention, then we have the second instalment
Nicholas’s ‘OO0’ gauge Grantham: The Streamliner | of the build process in this issue, while Dan

Years, Peter Kirmond'’s 2mm finescale York Evason completes his ‘O’ gauge exhibition

station and Matt Gale’s 1970s/early 1980s era layout, modelling Sugar Loaf summit station

Finsbury Park TMD. Given the latter was the on the Heart of Wales Line. Mike Wild installs

London home of the ‘Deltics’, we also have Hornby's HM7000 Triplex Sound profile for the

a Class 55 buying guide, outlining what has Class 800 IETs into a Lumo Class 803 EMU, plus

been produced to date (and yet still to come) in we also have the latest model reviews, including Mark Chivers

‘00’ ‘N, 'O’ and ‘TT:120". This issue also sees our Heljan’s new Class 104 DMU, Revolution Trains’ Acting Editor > §

DISCOVER EXCLUSIVE ONLINE CONTENT

MVake www.keymodelworld.com your new scale modelling destination!

www.keymodelworld.com December 2025 7 ))



UPDATE

NEW LIVERIES AND IDENTITIES

ORNBY is producing a
series of reliveried and
renumbered models in
its main and Railroad
ranges this Winter in ‘OO’ gauge,
headlined by the last GWRSaint’in
revenue service, 2920 Saint David.

The Swindon-built 4-6-0 (Cat No:
R30403) appears in BR lined black
with early crests. Built in September
1907, it survived until withdrawal in
October 1953. Hornby’s model wiill
correctly feature curved frames and
outside steam pipes, modifications
the class received later in their
careers.

Other ‘OO’ steam locomotives
due for release are sole surviving
London and North Eastern Railway
J52’ 0-6-0PT 68846 in BR lined
black with late crests (R30397),
Southern Railway (SR) ‘M7’ 0-4-4T
318 in SR olive green (R30418) and
a pair of rebuilt London Midland
& Scottish Railway (LMS) ‘Patriot’
4-6-0s - 5514 Holyhead in LMS
lined black (R30414)and 45540 Sir

WIN NE

EY MODEL WORLD is offering readers a
chance to win one of two all-new Hornby
‘O0’gauge London and North Eastern
Railway (LNER) J52'/Great Northern Railway
(GNR) 0-6-0STs, worth a combined £349.98.

The prize consists of Hornby’s newly tooled ‘OO0’ gauge :
LNER J52'/GNR J13’ 0-6-0STs and we have two models to be
won — LNER J52" 4225 in LNER black (Cat No. R30366) and
GNR J13" 1257 in GNR lined green (R30365). These all-new
‘OO0’ gauge locomotives feature a die-cast running plate, five-
pole skew-wound motor, flywheel, 21-pin Digital Command
Control decoder socket, factory-fitted cube speaker
and more. The first two winners drawn will each win

one of the locomotives.

To be in with a chance of winning these superb
recent releases from Hornby, all you have to
do is answer the accompanying question by

December 20 2025.

Even if you don't win, Hornby’s ‘O0O" gauge LNER J52/GNR
J13" 0-6-0STs are available from Hornby stockists — including
www.hornby.com now. Good luck!

8 December 2025

Robert Turnbull in BR lined green
with early crests (R30415).

Diesel and electric ‘OO’ gauge
models appear as a DB Cargo
Class 67 67015 in DB Cargo red
with ‘Leading the next generation
of rail freight’ lettering (R30425),
Class 87 87012 The Olympian in
revised Network SouthEast Livery
(R30426). Other arrivals include
Class 153 153360 in Northern
colours (R30427) and a Ruston and
Hornsby 88DS Hilsea in British Gas

/l

Vifh-

e o

| W

e o

| HILSEA |

livery (R30016).

A range of new Hornby Railroad
models is also due in shops,
with several offered in Digital
Command Control (DCC) Ready
or DCC Sound-fitted forms (the
latter with the manufacturer’s
HM7000 Triplex Sound decoders),
including Class 37 37418 An
Comunn Gaidhealach in Loram red

and grey (R30436/TXS), 37419 Carl
Havilland in DRS blue (R30437/
TXS) and Class 47 47305 The

o

..
‘,- -~

Above: Hornby has
added an additional
‘00’ gauge GWR ‘Saint’
4-6-0 to its release
plans, modelling 2920
Saint David in BR lined
black with early crests.

Left: The manufacturer’s
diminutive ‘00’ gauge
Ruston and Hornsby
88DS returns in British
Gas livery, named
Hilsea.

Sapper in Railfreight Distribution
livery (R30440/TXS). Class 31

31217 Stratford in Trainload Freight
construction colours will be
available DCC Ready (R30439) and
37093 in the striking Police livery is
offered in DCC Sound-fitted form
only.

All models are due for release
between December 2025 and
February 2026.
® Visit www.hornby.com
for more information

. B )“'
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY ‘TT:120"

ORNBY has revealed

a new collection of
‘TT:120’ scale motive
power, rolling stock and
building releases to mark the third
anniversary of the range, headlined
by Class 37/0 diesel 37086 in BR
blue. All new models are expected
to be released by mid-2026.

In addition to the Class 37,
Hornby is producing a trio of Virgin
Trains Mk 2f carriages in the scale
modelling a Brake Second Open,
Second Open and First Open.
Among the newly announced
wagons are a London and North
Eastern Railway (LNER) four-wheel
brake van in BR grey plus a Father’s
Day open wagon. A “TT:120 Club

Above:ln celebration of its third
anniversary, Hornby’s ‘TT:120’ scale range
receives a boost of new models, including
all-new Class 37/0 37086 in BR blue.

Left: A range of all-new ‘TT:120’ scale resin
buildings has been added with lineside,
station and depot structures planned for
release in the latest announcements.

RECLEVC OPEn Wagonn bigit R TABLE 1: HORNBY ‘TT:120’ SCALE NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS
complete with club branding is also
planned. DESCRIPTION RELEASE PRICE CAT NO.
Several all-new resin buildings BR Class 37 37086, BR blue June 26 £159.99 TT3057M
have also been revealed, including TT:120 Father’s Day wagon April 26 £19.99 [6059
an Eastern Region station building, TT:120 Club 2026 wagon, Club exclusive April 26 £14.99 16082
water tower, engine shed, goods BR Mk2f SO 5945, Virgin Trains June 26 £41.99 4086
shed, waiting room and signalbox BR Mk2f FO 3344, Virgin Trains June 26 £41.99 [4087
with green details and red brick BR Mk2f BSO 9539, Virgin Trains June 26 £41.99 [4088
construction. Other buildings LNER brake van E140580, BR grey -ebruary 26 £29.99 16045
include a two-track diesel depot, Station office ~ebruary 26 £34.99 9017
extended platform, coaling Water tower ~ebruary 26 £29.99 9018
stage and a concrete or wooden Double engine shed -ebruary 26 £58.99 [9019
platelayer’s hut. Goods shed March 26 £42.99 19020
These latest ‘TT-120’ Signalbox March 26 £34.99 [9021
announcements are due to arrive Station waiting room February 26 129599 19022
during the first half of 2026. See Diesel maintenance depot March 26 £58.99 19023
table for further details. Wooden platelayer’s hut March 26 £12.99 [9024
@ Visit www.keymodelworld. Concrete platelayer’s hut March 26 £1299 9025
com/shop to pre-order Hornby’s Station extended platform March 26 £19.99 9028
latest ‘TT:120’ scale additions. Coaling stage March 26 £12.99 9029

_LNER Jo2S’

SCAN HERE

A o]
[ =uY,
Y '.'f:%:-:. ;
:" L ﬂ —.l:l i =
:ﬂ- "" e J':Ilqlh
E L "-l-'-l-l:l-n.l- v IS |:|
Scan hereto go to
the competition
page now, or Visit...
WWW.keymodelworld.com
/homby-magazine/

competitions

QUESTION

In what year did LNER ‘J52° 68846 become the
first locomotive to be privately preserved from BR?

A.1949 B.1858 C.1968

®For your chance to win, simply visit

www.keymodelworld.com/hornby-magazine/competitions,
! click the competition tab on the menu and fill in the
online form to complete your entry.

Online entries open at 9am on November 6 2025 and the
closing date for entries is December 20 2025 at 5pm GMT.
The winner will be notified no later than January 5 2026.

There is no cash prize alternative and the editor’s
decision is final. Competitions are not open to employees
of Key Publishing, Hornby, their family members or
anyone else professionally connected to the company.

No purchase necessary.

www.keymodelworld.com December 2025 9 ))



Bachmann reveals ALI-NEW ‘OO’

4 4
RAILWAY 439

Bachmannis
producing an all-
new ‘OO0’ gauge
Caledonian Railway
‘439’ 0-4-4T,
initially for Rails of
Sheffield, Railway
Icons and the

Scottish Railway
Preservation
Society.

ACHMANN is developing
an all-new‘O0’gauge
model of the Caledonian
Railway (CR) ‘439’ 0-4-4T,
initially as a series of exclusive
editions for Rails of Sheffield,
Railway Icons and the Scottish
Railway Preservation Society, with
the models due to arrive in 2027.
92 CR 439’ 0-4-4Ts were built
between 1900 and 1925 for
branch line work and suburban

I\ -

|
1.'

passenger duties around Glasgow.

The London Midland & Scottish
Railway (LMS) increased the scope
of operations for the class, and
they could be found on former
Highland Railway lines and on
banking duties on the main line
from Carlisle to Glasgow.

British Railways inherited 47
locomotives in 1948, with the final
examples withdrawn in 1962. 419
was preserved by the Scottish

Railway Preservation Society
(SRPS) and appeared at the 1975
Stockton & Darlington 150th
anniversary cavalcade. Today, it
can be seen at the Bo'ness and
Kinneil Railway.

Bachmann’s all-new ‘OO’ gauge
model incorporates a coreless
motor, all-wheel pick-up, die-
cast chassis and gearbox, firebox
glow, Next18 Digital Command
Control (DCC) decoder socket,

The all-new model will feature a die-cast chassis, coreless motor, all-wheel pick-up, firebox glow and Next18 DCC
decoder socket, with options for DCC Ready, DCC Sound-fitted or DCC Sound-fitted Deluxe models.

10 December 2025

stay-alive capacitor and factory-
fitted speaker. DCC Sound-fitted
Deluxe models will be fitted with
Bachmann'’s auto-release tension
lock couplings.

Initial models will be finished
as 439 in CR lined blue (Cat No.
50-170Z/SF/SFX), 419 in CR lined
blue (50-171Z/SF/SFX), 15189 in
as-preserved LMS lined crimson
(50-173Z/SF/SFX), 15216 in LMS
lined black (50-174Z/SF/SFX) and
55224 in BR lined black with late
crests (50-176Z/SF/SFX).

Additionally, as part of the
Railway lcons range, 419 is to be
produced as it appeared in the
1975 Stockton and Darlington
cavalcade, wearing CR lined dark
blue (50-172Z/SF/SFX). A final
model is to be produced for the
SRPS, modelling 55189 in BR black
with early crests.

Prices are set at £184.95 DCC
ready, £294.95 DCC sound-fitted
and £324.95 DCC sound-fitted
Deluxe. Release is expected in
2027.
® Visit www.railsofsheffield.com
and www.srps.org.uk for further
details.

www.keymodelworld.com



BR Class 13 diesel shunter next for OO

British Rail’s striking Class 13 master
and slave diesel shunter is the subject

of Bachmann’s latest ‘00’ gauge
locomotive announcement.

ACHMANN'S NEXT
‘O0’'gauge diesel
locomotive project is
the BR Class 13 diesel
shunter, which is due to arrive
before the end of 2025.
Specifically built for use in Tinsley
marshalling yard in Sheffield, the
three Class 13s were converted
from pairs of Class 08s permanently
coupled together in a master and
slave formation for use in hump
shunting. One ‘08’ had its cab
removed and was controlled from
the other. The locomotives were
rebuilt at Darlington Works in 1965
and withdrawn from 1981 to 1985,
with none preserved.
Development of Bachmann'’s new
model is already at an advanced
stage with running prototype
samples received, accurately
portraying the master and slave
units with multiple working
equipment, aerials, sprung buffers

and more.

Bachmann’s Class 13 draws
heavily on the manufacturer’s
recently released all-new Class 08.
Both units are fully motorised and
feature directional lighting, ‘Bach-
Up’ capacitor, five-pole motor
with flywheel, metal gearbox and
metal bearings, all-wheel pick-up
and cab lights fitted to the master
unit. Both units are fitted with
Plux22 Digital Command Control
(DCC) sockets. A plug-in electrical
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connection between units means
only one sound decoder is required
when using DCC sound, with both
units fitted with speakers from

the factory. DCC Sound-fitted
Deluxe models will be fitted with
Bachmann'’s DCC auto-release
coupling mechanism.

Two models form the first wave of
releases - D4502 in BR green with
‘wasp stripes’ and 13003 in BR blue.

Bachmann’s new Class 13s will
be priced at £399.99 DCC ready,
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£539.95 DCC sound-fitted and
£569.95 DCC sound-fitted Deluxe.
Sound-fitted and Sound-fitted
Deluxe models will feature a Zimo
MS450P22 sound decoder in the
master unit and a Zimo MN330P22
decoder in the slave.

Decorated samples will
be revealed in Bachmann’s
Winter 2025 British Railway
Announcements from November 5.
® Visit www.bachmann.co.uk
for more information.

Both units on the new Class 13 will be fully motorised with a five-pole motor, flywheel, all-wheel pick-up, die-cast
chassis and will be available in DCC Ready, DCC Sound-fitted and DCC Sound-fitted formats.

New wave of Bachmann Class 47/s
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Bachmann’s high-fidelity ‘OO0’ gauge Class 47 is set to benefit from several enhancements for its next production run.

NEW PRODUCTION
run of Bachmann’s
‘O0’gauge Class 47 is
set to include several
enhancements over previous
production runs. The five newly
announced models are due for
delivery in the first half of 2026.
Bachmann has included several
enhancements for its new

www.keymodelworld.com

batch of Class 47s, with the new
models featuring a Bach-Up stay
alive capacitor, improved twin
speaker setup with enhanced
passive radiator bass speaker,
improvements to the fit of the
cab windscreen, body-mounted
optional snowploughs and - on
Digital Command Control (DCC)
Sound-fitted Deluxe models -

fitment of Bachmann’s DCC auto-
release coupling system.

Five general release models are
planned, 47226 in BR blue (Cat
NO: 35-411A), 47238 in BR blue
(35-411B), 47280 in BR Railfreight
large logo grey (350416), 47791
Venice Simplon Orient Express in
Rail Express Systems red (35-429)
and 47826 in West Coast Railways

maroon (35-431). An exclusive 47
is being produced for The Model
Centre as D1676 Vulcan in BR two-
tone green with yellow ends.

DCC ready models are priced at
£239.95, with prices of DCC sound-
fitted and DCC sound-fitted
deluxe models to be confirmed.
® Visit www.bachmann.co.uk
for more information.
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The Class 313/314s will incorporate detail
differences and feature lighting options

r

including interior saloon illumination, |
directional lights, high intensity light and |

illuminated destination panels.

P Ty

‘00’ Class 313/314
EMUs for EFE Rail

FE RAIL is developing
a series of all-new‘OQ’
gauge Class 313 and
314 three-car Electric
Multiple Units (EMUs).

Built in the late 1970s at British
Rail’s York Works, the Class 313
EMUs were the first of the second-
generation units to be developed,
eventually also encompassing
classes 314/315/507/508.

BR’s Class 313s were dual-
voltage three-car EMUs capable of
operating on 750V DC third-rail and
25kV AC overhead electrification
for inner-suburban Great Northern
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services out of King’s Cross/
Moorgate. The third-rail collection
gear was for use on the Northern
City Line between Finsbury Park
and Moorgate. In later years, this
proved useful when some were
transferred to the South Coast for
use on Southern Coastway East/
West services.

The outwardly similar Class 314s
were intended for use in Scotland
on inner suburban services
radiating from Glasgow. Unlike the
Class 313s, these three-car units
were powered purely from the
25kV overhead electrification.

NVAVAVAANG Y,

EFE Rail’s all-new ‘OO0’ gauge
models will be available in three-
car Class 313 and 314 formats and
will feature two discreet low-profile
motors in the centre pantograph
car, poseable metal pantograph,
inter-vehicle electrical connections
and fully detailed interiors. These
include handrails, directional
lighting, interior illumination,
illuminated destination blinds,
cab lighting and working orange
interlocking door indicator lights
above each set of passenger doors,

selectable on Digital Command
Control (DCCQ). Just one PluX22

decoder will be required to operate
the entire three-car set on DCC.

Development of the new models
is already at an advanced stage
with a decorated running sample
with Bachmann'’s development
team for evaluation. Specific
identity and livery details were
due to be revealed during the
manufacturer’s Winter British
Railway Announcements on
November 5.

Priced at £349.95 each, release is
expected in the first half of 2026.
®Visit www.bachmann.co.uk
for more information.

EFE Rail is producing all-new ‘00’
gauge models of British Rail’s =
Class 313 and 314 three-car '
suburban EMUs, including
313034 in BR blue and grey.
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BRYNGAER MODELS LAUNCHES WITH ‘OO

RYNGAER
MODELS is a
new manufacturer in
the'O0’gauge market
specialising in producing ready-
to-run Welsh rolling stock and

has released its first models of
Cambrian Railways two-plank
open wagons for‘O0’gauge.

Based in Barry, Modelau Bryngaer
Cyf, trading under the name
Bryngaer Models, aims to produce
a raft of ‘OO’ gauge ready-to-run
models from the pre-Grouping era.

It plans a series of
wagons and box
vans, with scope to
expand the range if initial models
are successful.

The two-plank open wagon is
available in fixed and dropside
versions. 50 fixed side wagons were
built in 1896, joined in 1902 by 50
with drop sides. Four versions have
been released - dropside and fixed

side in Cambrian
Railways grey (Cat
No: WMBO001/2)
plus one of each
version in Great Western Railway
grey (WMBO003/4). A full review will
appear in the next issue of Hornby
Magazine (HM223).

CAMBRIAN RAILWAYS WAGONS

Bryngaer Models is a new name
to the ‘00’ gauge ready-to-run
market, offering a selection of

Cambrian Railways (CR) two-
plank open wagons in CR and

Great Western railway schemes.

They are priced at £29.70 each and
are available to purchase now from
Rails of Sheffield.
®Visit www.railsofsheffield.com
to browse the range.

New Hornpby ‘OO0 GWR Saint’ gams CO

ECORATED SAMPLES
of Hornby's ‘OO0’ gauge
Great Western Railway
‘Saint’4-6-0 are being
evaluated ahead of the models’
anticipated release later this year.

77 "Saints’ were built at Swindon
Works from 1902 to 1913, initially
for express passenger work
although they were later used
on more general duties. All were
withdrawn by 1953, but in 2019, the
Great Western Society completed
2999 Lady of Legend, the 78th
member of the class.

Hornby’s ‘Saint’ 4-6-0 will
incorporate a five-pole motor,
firebox flicker, die-cast chassis
and running plate, 21-pin Digital
Command Control (DCC) decoder
socket, swappable lamps, crew
figures and will be available in
curved or straight framed form.
Bespoke tooling has been created

Hornby’s development team
has received decorated
samples of the forthcoming
all-new ‘OO0’ gauge
GWR ‘Saint’ 4-6-0 for
inspection, including -
2975 Lord Palmer.

o=

to represent 2999 Lady of Legend
and provision has also been
made for the addition of a steam
generator and hall sensor.

Three models will be released
initially - 2975 Lord Palmer in

GWR lined green with “twin cities’
emblem (Cat No. R30405), new-

build 2999 Lady of Legend in GWR
lined green with ‘garter’ crest

Our
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(R30404), and 2920 Saint David in
BR lined black with early crests,
curved frames and outside steam
pipes (R30403).

All models are priced at £234.99,
with release due in late 2025/early
2026.
®Visit www.hornby.com
for more information.

Decorated Tavern Cars surface

ORNBY has received
decorated samples
of its highly
anticipated ‘OO0’ gauge
Tavern Cars for scrutiny.
Introduced on the Southern
Region of BR, these distinctive
coaches were designed by Oliver
Bulleid. They operated in semi-
permanent twin sets, with the
original coaches styled after a
traditional pub, with painted oak
beam and brick effects at one end
of the Kitchen and Buttery car with

www.keymodelworld.com

internal styling to match.

Hornby’s new Tavern Cars will
be supplied in twin coach packs,
with the vehicles reflecting the
prototypes and subsequent
changes during their service career
and will include detailed interiors,
flush glazing, sprung metal buffers
and separately fitted detailing.

Two twin coach packs are set for
release as Kitchen and Buttery Car
S$7892 White Horse in BR carmine
and cream with brick-effect
exterior and Composite Restaurant

57833 in BR crimson and cream (Cat
NO: R40470). Kitchen and Buttery
Car 57893S Jolly Tar and rebuilt
Composite Restaurant S7836S are
offered in BR SR green (R40471).

Hornby’s has received
decorated samples of its all-new ‘OO0’

Bulleid Tavern Cars including Kitchen and
Buttery Car S7893S Jolly Tar in BR green.

Both twin packs are priced at
£139.99 and are due for release later

this year.

®Visit www.hornby.com
for further details.
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UPDATE

SECOND CLASS 92
RUN REVEALED

CCURASCALE is planning

six new ‘O0’gauge Class
92s for its second batch

of main range releases.

N EXCLUSIVE model of
Class 91 91150 National
Railway Museum 50
Years in its newly
applied graphic livery is to be
produced for Locomotion Models
by Hornby, with the completed
models due to arrive in mid-2026.

In 2025, LNER’s 91105
was decorated in a special
commemorative livery featuring
images of exhibits from the
National Collection. It was
renumbered to 91150 and
unveiled on July 8 2025, named
National Railway Museum 50 Years
to mark the museum’s golden
anniversary.

Hornby’s 2022 introduced Class
91 features a five-pole motor with
twin flywheels, 21-pin Digital
Command Control (DCC) decoder
socket, die-cast chassis, posable
pantograph, directional lighting

Accurascale’s latest collection of
‘O0’ gauge Class 92s will feature
several small improvements,
including enhanced side grilles,

etched ‘Polo Mint’ bodyside discs
(where appropriate), refined
bogie detail and an all-new Digital
Command Control (DCC) sound

and cab lighting.

Models will be priced at £244.99
DCC Ready (Cat No: R30558)
and £299.99 DCC sound fitted

b
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(R30558TXS) Sound-ﬂtted models
will be factory-fitted with the
manufacturer’s HM7000 Triplex

Sound Bluetooth and DCC

profile created by Accurascale.

This new batch will appear as
92002 H.G. Wells in BR Railfreight
triple grey, 92028 in ex-Europorte

Class 91 for Locomotion

Locomotion
Models has
commissioned
an exclusive
‘00’ gauge
model of
91150 National
Railway
Museum 50
Years in its
striking LNER
scheme from
Hornby, as
displayed at
the Railway
200 Greatest
Gathering
event in Derby
in early August.
Mike Wild/
Hornby
Magazine.
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decoder pre-loaded with Hornby’s
Class 91 sound profile.

o Visit www.locomotionmodels.
com for more information.

AIMREC SET FOR NOVEMBER OPENING

HE Ashford International
Model Railway Education
Centre’s (AIMREC) new
exhibition building is
due to open on November 15 and
will initially host nine layouts and
a 5in gauge miniature railway.
Located at Bethersden in Kent,
AIMREC secured access to a barn
earlier this year and renovated,

14 December 2025

refurbished and converted it
into a two-floor exhibition space
to house the AIMREC collection
of model railway layouts, plus
visiting displays. 4,000 square feet
of space is available. A phased
expansion of the miniature railway
is planned.

Nine layouts are set to appear in
the new exhibition hall, some of

which have appeared in Hornby
Magazine including The Gresley
Beat in 4mm finescale (HM160),
Melton Mowbray North in ‘N’
gauge (HM55) and Pempoul:
Northern France in 1:50 scale
(HM157),

Admission is £10 for adults and
£5 for children; family tickets cost
£25 for two adults and up to four

children. Entry to the existing
studio, workshop, tearoom,
shop and other model railway
displays will remain free, along
with parking. AIMREC is at Mill
Farm Business Units, Fridd Lane,
Bethersden, Kent TN26 3DB.
eoVisit www.aimrec.co.uk

for opening times and more
information.

www.keymodelworld.com



GBRTf livery, 92030 Ashford in
Railfreight Distribution European
colours, 92031 The Institute of
Logistics and Transport in EWS

Decorated FCA/F

CCURASCALE s
evaluating decorated
samples of its
forthcoming ‘OO0’
gauge FCA/FYA intermodal
wagons, with delivery due in
the second quarter of 2026.
Initial releases of the all-new
intermodal wagons will feature
20ft ‘binliner’ household waste
boxes and Ministry of Defence
(MoD) ammunition containers.
Detailing includes a die-cast
metal chassis, in-line brake shoes,
NACCO bogies with rotating
axle boxes, separately fitted air
pipes, handrails and more. The

maroon and gold and 92033
Railway Heritage Trust in Caledonian
Sleeper livery. An Accurascale
Exclusive charity model of 92029 in

DB Cargo red is also planned, with
proceeds donated to Martin House
Children’s Hospice.

Prices are set at £229.95 DC(Citted
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Six different
models will form
Accurascale’s
next batch of
‘00’ gauge

Class 92 Co-Co
electrics.

and £299.95 DCC sound fitted, with
release due in late 2026.

® Visit www.accurascale.com
for more information.
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Decorated samples of Accurascale’s all-new ‘OO0’ gauge FCA/FYA intermodal wagons have arrived for evaluation.

containers will feature an injection
moulded plastic body plus locking
bars, along with appropriate
details specific to each type of
container.

15 twin packs form the first
round of releases with five
covering EWS MoD duties and

the remaining ten split evenly
between EWS West Waste and DB/
Suez Sita/Suez ‘binliner’ wagons in
FCA or FYA condition - depending
on era. Each pack contains two
container flats and six containers.
The manufacturer has highlighted
areas for improvement such as

the fit and finish of the buffers

and replacing self-coloured plastic

detailing with painted alternatives.
Each pack is priced at £129.99

and will be available exclusively

through Accurascale’s website.

® Visit www.accurascale.com

for more information.
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APOL IS INVITING
expressions of interest
in'N"gauge models

of the London and
North Eastern Railway (LNER)
Gresley Full Brake and BR era
Buffet coaches, with the projects
only moving to the next phase
of development when sufficient
pre-orders are placed.

Five Gresley Full Brakes are
proposed in LNER teak, LNER
lined teak, BR crimson, BR maroon
and BR blue. Four Gresley Buffet
coaches are also planned, two each

www.keymodelworld.com

plans Gres
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ey Full Br
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in BR maroon and BR blue and grey.
Both vehicle types proposed will
complement existing coaches in
the range and will be compatible

with the manufacturer’s interior
light bar system (available
separately).

CAD work for both projects is at

ake and Buffet for ‘N’

Dapol has unveiled plans to
produce all-new ‘N’ gauge
Gresley Buffet and Full Brake
coaches, subject to sufficient
interest in the projects.

an advanced stage, with Dapol

set to announce whether enough
expressions of interest have been
placed by the end of November.
Placing an expression of interest is
free, converting into a pre-order if
the projects go ahead. Both models
are priced at £39.95 each.

® Visit www.dapol.co.uk

for more information.
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EXCLUSIVE HORNBY DRAX IIA-

BIOMASS WAGONS

EY PUBLISHING HAS COMMISSIONED
an exclusive collection of Hornby

IIA-D biomass wagons carrying

riginal Drax Powering Tomorrow
livery for ‘OO’ gauge. Pre-orders for the new
collection of four twin packs are open now.

The lIA-D biomass wagons were introduced
in 2013-2014 with an initial fleet of 225 wagons
being built by WH Davis for the transport of
biomass pellets from docks to Drax in North
Yorkshire - the UK's largest power station.

A further 30 wagons have since been built
bringing the fleet to 255.

The hopper wagons maximised the volume
available to transport biomass and included
roof covers as the material has to be kept dry at
all times. On introduction the wagons carried a
silver base livery with green and blue ‘swooshes’
together with Drax Powering Tomorrow text
with the livery wrapping across pairs of wagons.
They are used to transport biomass from
terminals at Liverpool, Immingham, Tyne, Redcar
and Hull to Drax Power station.

Since their introduction the wagons have been
through livery changes, but the original Drax
Powering Tomorrow scheme is still seen in train
formations today mixed in with Northern Power
House branded wagons.

Haulage across the years has included EWS and

DB Cargo Class 66s while the GBRf Class 60 and
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Each twin pack offers two uniquely numbered IIA-D wagons in the matching colour scheme.

The Hornby tooling for the biomass wagons is used.

Class 66 fleets are regulars on the trains. There

have also been short distance movements at

Liverpool Docks using GBRf’s Class 56 56098 and

Class 69s when traversing the docks branch.
These new and exclusive Hornby ‘OO’

gauge lIA-D twin packs each feature a pair

of uniquely numbered biomass wagons.

The wagons have turned metal wheels, NEM

coupling pockets with small tension locks

fitted, optional buffer beam brake pipes and an

accurate body profile which includes internal

equipment visible through the cutouts in the

bodysides.
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THE TWIN PACKS ARE

R60318 - 83 70 0668 052-2 and 83 70 0698 003-6
60319 - 83 70 0668 026-7 and 83 70 0698 056-4
60320 - 83 70 0668 019-2 and 83 70 0698 018-4
60321 - 83 70 0668 025-9 and 83 70 0698 021-8

Delivery is expected in Spring 2026 with prices
set at £89.99 per twin pack. Pre-orders can be
placed with a £10 non-refundable deposit with
restricted quantities of each of the four twin-
packs available.
® Visit www.keymodelworld.com/shop
for more information.

New to the Key Publishing collection of
exclusive models is a set for four twin packs
modelling the Drax lIA-D biomass wagons in
original livery. On August 15 2014 Class 66
66169 passes Whitley Bridge Junction with a
train of llA-Ds destined for Drax power station.
John Chalcraft/Railphotoprints.uk.
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Hornby reveals Gold Drax Class 66 and biomass hopper

ORNBY is producing a‘O0’gauge
model of 66301 Drax Power Station 50
and the unique lIA-D biomass hopper
in 50th anniversary gold livery.

GB Railfreight 66301 was repainted gold by
Arlington Fleet Services at Eastleigh to mark
the 50th anniversary of Drax power station on
August 18 2024. An lIA-D biomass hopper was
also decorated in a similar colour scheme for
the celebrations.

Hornby's new ‘OO0’ gauge model of 66301 will
be released as part of the company’s RailRoad
Range using the former Lima tooling and will
feature a 21-pin Digital Command Control
(DCC) decoder socket and provision for the
manufacturer’s HM7000 Triplex Sound DCC and
Bluetooth decoders.

Hornby’s Drax gold IIA-D biomass hopper will
use the company’s 2015 tooling and features
turned metal wheels, NEM pockets and metal

oy

Hornby is to produce ‘OO0’ gauge models of Class 66 66301 Drax Power Station 50 and an lIA-D
biomass hopper in the striking Drax power station 50th anniversary gold colour scheme.

buffers.

Both models are due for a March 2026 release,

with 66301 (Cat No. R30461) priced at £94.99

and the gold lIA-D hopper (R60322) £44.99.
® Visit www.hornby.com
for more information.

GWR Yarnton signalbbox laser-cut kit out now

EW to the Key Model World
Shop collection from PJIM
Models is a laser-cut‘O0O’gauge
kit of Yarnton signalbox.

The plywood and MDF kit contains a full set
of parts to build the structure of the 1909-built
Great Western Railway Type 27C signalbox. The
‘box had a 25ft x 12ft timber cabin supported
on a brick base with the cabin significantly
wider to allow good vision for the signalman
while also meeting the restricted space for the
‘box.

When built it had a McKenzie and Holland
electric frame with miniature levers, which are
recorded as being powered by batteries. This
was later replaced in 1929 by a traditional 51
lever mechanical frame which remained in us
until the signalbox was closed in 1971.

XPANDING the range of GB Railfreight
(GBRf) Depot products by PJM Models
is this brand-new kit for‘O0O’gauge
to build the travelling crane found
inside the GBRf Peterborough Depot.

Specially designed with access to the real
building, the crane uses a combination of MDF
and plywood parts for the main body and ultra

www.keymodelworld.com
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fine 3D printed components for the carrier,
cables, motors and runners.

The 3D printed parts include optional cables
to allow the crane to be modelled in different
positions along its runners while spare parts for
the finest pieces are also included, just in case.

The completed ‘OO0’ gauge kit builds a static
model of the crane from the GBRf Depot which

The structure stood guard at Yarnton to
manage trains on the Oxford-Worcester line
as well as those diverging onto the Fairford
Branch

The ‘OO’ gauge laser-cut kit models the
exterior of the building using a combination
of timber parts as well as featuring a full set of
laser-cut glazing panels and 3D printed details
for the roof.

The base of the building measures 10Tmm x
33mm. The total footprint including the steps
IS 164mm x 33mm.

The new kit is in stock now exclusively at
the Key Model World Shop priced at £32.99. It
requires glue, tools and paint for assembly.
® Visit www.keymodelworld.com/shop
for more information.

Is designed to fit onto the crane rails in the PJM
Models GBRf Depot kits (Cat Nos. MOD163 and

MOD164).

This kit requires basic tools - a craft knife,
sanding stick and tweezers - together with
superglue, filler and paint to assemble it.
® Visit www.keymodelworld.com/shop
for more information.
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Once again, thousands of votes were cast
H o RNBY for Hornby Magazine’s annual Model Railway
_ Awards. Here, we present the winners of the
e e F e 2025 awards in each category, which were

revealed during a special evening ceremony at
the Great Electric Train Show on October 11.

Best ‘OO0’ Wagon
EFE RAIL 12TON GPC CRANE 2025

Best ‘OO0’ gauge Locomotive i Best ‘O’ Carriage or Wagon HORNEY

ACCURASCALE CLASS 60 2025 B ELLIS CLARKTRAINS PULLMANS 2028

Best’O’gauge Locomotive ao s Best ‘N’ gauge Carriage R
LIONHEART TRAINS BR‘3MT' 2-6-2T 2025 REVOLUTION TRAINS SR GM SALOON CAROLINE 2025

18 December 2025 www.keymodelworld.com



Best ‘N’ gauge Locomotive ' Best‘N’ gauge Wagon HORNBY,

RAPIDO TRA\NS UK CLASS 44 2025 @ PECO BR'CLAY HOODS 2025
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This important East Coast Main Line"Statie 19305
the setting for GRAHAM NICHOLAS'’S fabulous eXhibition
Jlayout, which runs meticulously recreated expresses in the
last years of peace before the Second World War.

PHOTOGRAPHY, JONATHAN NEWTON
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Below: With
t plenty of freight
-

fr

activity evident, Gresley
‘A4’ 2512 Silver Fox forges
through Grantham with
the Up ‘Silver Jubilee’

N A SENSE, GRANTHAM STARTED
with the birth of my son Thomas,
for whom I built a trainset with his
namesake locomotive. This was
initially 4ft x 41t but evolved into
a more elaborate exhibition layout

in the mid-2000s. As Thomas grew up,

he developed a love of the London and

North Eastern Railway (LNER) and at

the final outing of the ‘Thomas’ layout

in 2007, told everyone who would listen

that our next layout would be based on

Grantham, 30ft long and with all of the

LNER’s famous ‘Pacifics’. “Good luck with

the Grantham project,” one exhibition goer

said to me, having heard all this, and I

don’t think he was being entirely sarcastic.

While exhibiting our first layout, I had
been doing some idle thinking of how we
could build a bigger and better exhibition
layout. With the LNER in mind, [ mentally
headed north out of King’s Cross and
quickly arrived at Grantham. We have a bit
of a family connection there.

My mum'’s side of the family were from
Lincolnshire and there was always an
annual family trip to Waintleet (from
the North West of England). Having
caught the Harwich boat train from
Manchester Piccadilly in the 1970s, we
routinely changed trains at Grantham
for the onward connection to Boston and
Skegness.

In the steam era, it must have been quite
something, with locomotive changes from
the adjacent depot, further connecting
trains and goods yards. Rather than going
for the popular BR steam era why not set it
pre-war for something a bit different?” We
really could have apple green locomotives
and teak coaches. The turntable was
still in operation and positioning the
locomotive depot at the front would work
as the natural curve at the north end of
the station takes the layout back into the
storage yard. But it would require a huge ))
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| eft: Great Northern ‘Atlantic’ 3272

rounds the curve past Grantham

North signalbox with a four-coach set of
articulated coaches.

Right: Grantham’s engine shed
appears busy as an lvatt ‘C1’ 4-4-2T

is turned ready for its next duty. Also on-

shed are an ‘A3’ 4-6-2,'C2’' 4-4-2,'D2’ 4-4-0,

‘C12' 4-4-2T and more.
b, Below: Gresley ‘A4’ 4467 Wild Swan
heads a heavy Anglo-Scottish

express away from Grantham, bou
Edinburgh and Aberdeen. '
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amount of rolling stock.

Enter the other major component of the
story: Mark Allatt, die-hard fan of all
things LNER and Gresley and erstwhile
chairperson of the A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust, where we first became acquainted,
25 years ago. What I didn’t know about at
the time was his large collection of pre-
war LNER models. But after mentioning
the Grantham project to him, he said: “I
have all the stock”, and following a visit
to examine his collection, Grantham was
firmly on.

Construction commenced in 2006 and
after some initial assembly in a limited
loft space, a change of location in 2008
allowed the scenic boards to be left
erected in a through lounge—dining room-—
conservatory arrangement for as long as
required. Baseboard construction and
track laying accelerated.

Four years later, another move, into a
former Methodist chapel and school house
in North East England meant I could
set the whole layout up and work on it
without impediment. Membership of an
online forum drew likeminded people to
the project to create what we called “Team
Grantham’ and we exhibited the layout for
the first time in 2015.

LAYING THE LINE

Really good looking track can be
mesmerising, with a flow and sweep to
the main lines and the arrangement of

points and other tracks around it. For me,
that’s a key thing to replicate in a model
railway. Photographs of Grantham in the
1930s were studied carefully and the track
configurations duly noted.

I chose Peco code 100 throughout, in
large part for its robustness at exhibitions.
For the double track formations, this was
laid to the minimum prototype 11ft 2in
track centre dimension (approximately
45mm in model form) clearly apparent
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from photographs. Modifications have
been undertaken to the points in order

to achieve this. Although the tlow of

the main East Coast Main Line (ECML)
running lines is fairly simple (northbound
a long straight, followed by a 6ft right-hand
radius curve), it has been carefully marked
out, using a panel pin every 6in in the
centre of the trackbed, with the alignment
between pins checked and adjusted. The
track is then simply laid to the pins, with
points further modified by cutting away
selective parts of the webbing between
sleepers where necessary to maintain a
smooth alignment.

Eagle-eyed readers might also spot the
use of foam ballast underlay. As well as
helping to speed up the creation of the
permanent way, the use of the foam ballast
has the further twin benetfits of quiet,
smooth running (often commented upon
at exhibitions), as well as replicating the
neat ballast ‘shoulders’ so typical of the
steam era. All lengths of ballast have been
sprayed before use, which takes away
the unconvincing colour of the foam as
supplied and provides a protective layer
to ultra-violet light which can degrade the
material.

The foam ballast has only been used for
the principal running lines. Elsewhere,
more traditional ballasting techniques
have been used for other passenger/reliet
running lines and helps accentuate the
contrast with the well-maintained lines for
higher speed running — again, very evident
in steam age photographs.

In signalling terms, Grantham was an
eclectic collection of somersault and
upper quadrant types, some lattice post,
some wooden post, rotating head ground
signals - even a colour light signal. This
apparent patchwork approach echoed the
parsimonious nature of the times.

[ was determined to build and install the
signals as [ went along using MSE/Wizard
parts, working in tandem with track laying
and wiring. As each signal or group of
signals was constructed, the necessary
wiring and control logic was figured
out and that part of the control system ))
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alled. Control is strictly analogue. The |
signals are controlled and interlocked in
correct correspondence with the points, .
thereby signalling the trains’ movements
through and around the station area in the Up ‘Coron:
a realistic manner. This protects against streamlinec
conflicting movements and hopefully
enhances the viewing experience.

THE TRAINS

The rolling stock on the layout is the
thing I can take least credit for — 90% of
it belongs to other people. And whilst
Mark’s stock was — and continues to be —
an essential element of the package, the
greatest contribution has come from LNER
modeller Jonathan Wealleans, a man with
an inexhaustible supply of wagons from
the pre-war era. If a week goes by without
making a wagon, it’s been a poor week

for Jonathan. But his greater contribution
was willingly (it appeared) taking on
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the gargantuan coaching stock building
programme as his major contribution to
the project, at around 50 vehicles in total.

The rolling stock building programme
proceeded in close conjunction with the
developing operating schedule. Careful
study was made of the LNER coaching
stock working books of the era. We clearly
couldn’t run every train of the day, so
we chose a representative selection: the
streamliners and the ‘Flying Scotsman’
were naturally first on the list and Mark
already had these covered, all created for
him by Roy Mears. It was the ordinary
express passenger trains which were
the most interesting. No two were alike
and the trains had hardly any two
coaches of the same type in any of the
formations. They were a glorious mix of
core formations, multi-portioned, through
coaches, catering vehicles and luggage
vans.

We eventually settled on five teak sets —
“The Flying Scotsman’ (1938 formation),
‘lunior Scotsman’, Leeds quintuple set,
‘Scarborough Flyer’ and ‘Teak Set 5’.

All five are a kit-building tour de force
and ‘“Teak Set 5" has three different
configurations, requiring remarshalling
within the storage yard between each run
in the schedule.

OPERATION

['ve always been interested in the
operational side of railways — both in

full size and model form. With so much
operational interest in and around the
station, the challenge of portraying all this
activity was always uppermost in my mind
and a schedule was developed that takes
the viewer through a representative day at
Grantham between 1935 and 1939, with all
movements portrayed as prototypically as
we can, including use of signals to control
the moves.

As a result, although the layout might
appear to be a conventional circuit, the
storage yard is anything but and keeps two
operators fully occupied. There are four)
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different areas of the yard which considers
the need for continuous and end-to-end
running. Every train out of the storage *
yard has a new locomotive on it even if _ iz
travelling in the same direction and some B
trains are remarshalled, according to the
stock working instructions.

As Grantham approaches the natural
end of its exhibition life, I can’t sign oft
without acknowledging the significant
contribution of “Team Grantham’ to the
layout’s construction and its attendance at
exhibitions, where a team of eight or nine
people is required.

Thomas (who is now 31 and has no
interest in model railways whatsoever) has
a lot to answer for. HIVI
@Discover more layout articles at
www.keymodelworld.com/trains/layout-
features.

stock, while in the distance a southbound freight sl -y
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GRANTHAM - THE STREAMLINER YEARS TRACK DIAGRAN
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A brewer’s dray appears to

have suffered a loose wheel

on Springfield Road, as a Raven
‘C7’ 4-4-2 passes overhead

with a London-bound train. A
Holden J67’ 0-6-0T is shunting
wagons into the goods yard.
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BUYING GUIDE

Accurascale’s
second batch of ‘O0’
gauge ‘Deltic’ releases
incorporated several tooling
upgrades, with new models including
D9018 Ballymoss in BR two-tone green with
small yellow panels, 55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry in BR blue and D9000 Royal Scots Grey in
contemporary BR two-tone green with small yellow panels.

Bachmann launched its ‘00’ gauge Class 55 Co-
Co’Deltic’ in 2003. 55006 The Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry and 55014 The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment pass at speed on Bradford Model
Railway Club’s ‘00’ exhibition layout Reevy Road
West. Reevy Road West featured in HM135.

ESPITE only running
in front-line service on
the East Coast Main
Line (ECML) for 20
years, the Class 55, built as the
English Electric Type 5 or, as they
are more commonly known,
‘Deltics, have always been popular
with railway enthusiasts.

The type’s introduction in 1961
had a transformational effect
on the ECML as these 100mph
diesels cut journey times and
prompted replacement of steam
locomotives working out of
London King’s Cross. Models have
been produced for many years in
the UK's three primary scales, with
a comprehensive selection of eras,
liveries and identities available.

THE HISTORY

The Class 55s were born from
English Electric Prototype Deltic
DP1, an experimental locomotive
constructed by the English Electric
Company in 1955, powered by two
lightweight opposed piston Napier
Deltic power plants offering a total
output of 3,300hp. At the time, it
was the most powerful single unit
diesel locomotive in the world.

DP1 was initially tested on the
London Midland Region but soon
moved to the Eastern Region in
1957 when growing dissatisfaction
with the English Electric Type 4s
(Class 40) led to a desire for more
capable motive power, able to
match the former London and
North Eastern Railway express
passenger steam locomotives of
the Peppercorn ‘Al" and Gresley ‘A3’
and ‘A4’ 4-6-2 designs. The success
of these trials led to an order for
22 production ‘Deltics’ in 1958,
with some minor alterations to the
design. All were built by English
Electric at the Vulcan Foundry
and entered service from 1961 to
1962. DP1 was used on the East
Coast Main Line until 1960, when
it suffered a serious fault and was
withdrawn. It was later preserved as
part of the National Collection.

By the end of 1962, all 22 were in
service and allocated to Finsbury »»
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Park in London, Gateshead in
Newcastle and Haymarket in
Edinburgh and ruled the roost
on the ECML. The introduction
of the Class 43 High Speed Train
on the ECML in 1978 triggered
the beginning of the end for the
‘Deltics’, as they had now been
deemed non-standard and were
comparatively few in number.
Withdrawals started in 1980,
with the last three locomotives
withdrawn in early 1982. A final
London to Edinburgh and return
tour - the ‘Deltic Scotsman Farewell
- was held on January 2 1982,
hauled by 55015 Tulyar on the
outbound trip and pioneer 55022
Royal Scots Grey on the return;
the tour was shadowed in both
directions by 55009 Alycidon in case
of locomaotive failure. So strong
was the passion for the Class that
in 1977 the Deltic Preservation
Society (DPS) was founded, and
would preserve 55009 Alycidon,
55015 Tulyar and 55019 Royal
Highland Fusilier. Three others
were preserved. 55002 The King's
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry went
into the National Collection and
55016 Gordon Highlander and
55022 Royal Scots Grey were initially
preserved by the D9000 Fund; both
are now owned by Locomotive
Services Limited, D9000 is main
line registered and has been
fitted with European Train Control
System (ETCS) onboard equipment
as part of the East Coast Digital
Programme.

‘OO0’ GAUGE

Due to the popularity of the

r

Hornby’s
RailRoad
range includes this ‘00’
gauge model of the ‘Deltic’ -
now available with the manufacturer’s

factory-fitted DCC and Bluetooth Triplex Soun
- inherited from its acquisition of the Lima range in

late 2004. Lima’s original tooling dates back to 1977.

TABLE1 - BACHMANN ‘OO0’ GAUGE ‘DELTICS’ (2003 TOOLING)

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
D9004 Queen’s Own Highlander, BR two-tone green 32-525
55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends 32-525A
D9008 The Green Howards, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 32-525Q
55008 The Green Howards, BR blue (DPS) 32-525R
55008 The Green Howards, BR blue weathered (DPS) 32-5255
55022 Royal Scots Grey, BR blue with domino head code (CFPS) 32-525T
D9003 Meld, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels with 1A16 headcode (Harbum) 32-525UA
D9003 Meld, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 32-525UB
with 1A35 headcode weathered (Harbum)

55015 Tulyar, BR blue with domino head code (DPS) 32-525V
55019 Royal Highland Fusilier, BR blue with domino head code, weathered (DPS) 32-525W
D9021 Argyll & Sutherland Highlander, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (TMC) 32-525X
D9021 Argyll & Sutherland Highlander, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (W), (TMC) 32-525Y
55009 Alycidon, BR blue (DPS) 32-5257
55020 Nimbus, BR blue 32-526
55012 (repello, BR blue 32-527
55013 The Black Watch, BR blue 32-528

‘Deltics’, modellers have been

well served with models. The first
‘Deltic’ was in 1960 by Hornby
Dublo, followed by the Lima
offering produced from 1977.
Acquired by Hornby, this has
recently been offered factory-fitted
with its HM7000 Bluetooth and
Digital Command Control (DCC)
Triplex Sound (TXS) decoder.

Accurascale’s first batch of ‘'O0’ gauge ‘Deltics’
appeared in 2022. Amongst the releases was 9016
Gordon Highlander in Porterbrook’s striking purple
colour scheme, seen here hauling a rake of charter
train stock on Hornby Magazine’s West Coast (now

East Coast) Cement exhibition layout.
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Bachmann added an all-new
highly detailed ‘OO’ gauge
‘Deltic’ in 2003 which came
with a five-pole motor, twin
flywheels, provision for a 28mm
round speaker, all-wheel drive
and pick-up with directional and
cab illumination. Initial models
were delivered with an 8-pin
DCC decoder socket, but models
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released from 2008 onwards
featured an upgraded 21-pin
socket. Bachmann’s tooling does
not cover modern locomotives
fitted with high-intensity
headlights, but the manufacturer’s
raft of models caters for service
from 1961 to final withdrawal in
1982.

Models from the 2003 tooling
appeared in BR two-tone green
with small yellow ends as D9004
Queen’s Own Highlander, D9008
The Green Howards, D9003 Meld
and D9021 Argyll and Sutherland
Highlander; these latter two are also
available factory weathered.

BR blue models include 55020
Nimbus, 55013 The Black Watch,
55012 Crepello, 55009 Alycidon,
55015 Tulyar, 55022 Royal Scots
Grey, 55008 The Green Howards and
55019 Royal Highland Fusilier, which
is factory weathered; a factory
weathered model of 55008 The
Green Howards was also produced.
A model of 55002 The King’s Own
Yorkshire Light Infantry in BR two-
tone green with full yellow ends
was also produced.

Some models produced with the
21-pin socket from 2008 emerged
with factory-fitted sound (SF suffix),
some were also available DCC
Ready. BR two-tone green models
appeared as D9006 in BR two-
tone green without yellow ends
and D9011 in the same livery with
factory weathering. D9007 Pinza,
D9014 The Duke of Wellington’s
Regiment, D9017 Durham Light
Infantry, and D9010 The King’s Own
Scottish Borderer (SF/DCC Ready)
all appear in two-tone green
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TABLE4- ACCURASCALE'OO’' GAUGE ‘DELTICS’

TABLE2 - BACHMANN ‘OO’ GAUGE ‘DELTICS’ (2008 TOOLING)

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
D9001 St Paddy, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (W) 32-533
09002 DP1 ECML twin pack 32-524NRM
55001 St Paddy, BR blue 32-530DS
55002 The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, 32-525NRM
BR blue, DCC Sound fitted (NRM)

55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR blue (NRM) 32-525NRM
55003 Meld, BR blue 32-524A/SF
D9004 Queen’s Own Highlander, BR blue 32-524DS
9005 The Prince of Waless Own Regiment of Yorkshire, BR blue 32-524D(
D9006, BR two-tone green 32-530
55007 Pinza, BR blue (W) 32-532
D9010 The King’s Own Scottish Borderer,

BR green, small yellow panels 32-529(/SF
D9011, BR two-tone green 32-529B
D9014 The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment,

BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 32-529A
D9017 Durham Light Infantry, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 32-529
55018 Ballymoss, BR blue 32-526DS

TABLE 3 -BACHMANN/NRM/LOCOMOTION MODELS ‘OO0’ GAUGE DP1

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
DP1, preserved blue 32-520
DP1, preserved blue (weathered) 32-520A
DP1, ECML blue 32-520NRM
DP1, ECML blue (weathered) 32-52NRMA
DP1, ECML blue (DCC Fitted) 32-522NRMDC
DP1, ECML blue (DCC Sound-fitted) 32-522NRMDS
DP1, preserved blue (special edition) 32-522NRM
DP1, preserved blue (Sound-fitted) 32-523NRMA
DP1, preserved blue (weathered) 32-522NRMDA
DP1, ECML blue 540292
DP1, preserved blue 540315
ECML blue and D9002 twin pack 32-524NRM

DESCRIPTION (AT NO.
55022 Royal Scots Grey, BR blue with silver embellishments (Acc) ACC2150
55001 5t Paddy, BR blue (Acc) ACC2151
D9002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, ACC2152
BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (Rails/Locomotion)

55002 The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, ACC2172
BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (Rails/Locomotion)

55003 Meld, BR blue (Acc) ACC2153
D9004, BR two-tone green (Acc) ACC2154
55005 The Prince of Waless Own Regiment of Yorkshire, BR blue (Acc) ACC2155
D006 The Fife and Forfar Yeomanry, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (Acc) ACC2156
D9007 Pinza, BR two-tone green (Acc) ACC2157
D9008 The Green Howards, BR two-tone green (Rails/DPS) AC(2158
D9009 Alycidon, BR blue (Rails/DPS) ACC2159
D9010 The Kings Own Scottish Borderer, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (Acc) ACC2160
55011 The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, BR blue (Acc) ACC2161
D9012 Crepello, BR blue (Acc) ACC2162
D9013 The Black Watch, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (Acc) ACC2163
09014 The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (Acc) ACQ2164
55015 Tulyar, BR blue, white cab surrounds (Acc) ACC2165
9016 Gordon Highlander, Porterbrook purple (Acc) ACC2166
55017 The Durham Light Infantry, BR blue (Acc) ACC2167
55018 Ballymoss, BR blue, white cab surrounds (Acc) ACC2168
D9019 Royal Highland Fusilier, BR two-tone green (Rails/DPS) ACC2169
D9020 Nimbus, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (Acc) ACC2170
9021 Argyll & Sutherland Highlander, BR blue (Acc) ACQ2171
55004 Queens Own Highlander, BR blue ACC2785
55013 The Black Watch, BR blue, silver embellishments ACC2786
D9018 Ballymoss, BR two-tone green ACC2788
55020 Nimbus, BR blue ACC2789
D9000 Royal Scots Grey, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends VXC (Acc) ACC2790
9016 Gordon Highlander, Porterbrook purple (Acc) AC2787
55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR blue (Locomotion) 540346
D9015 Tulyar, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends (DPS) ACCD9015

with small yellow ends. D9001 St
Paddly also appeared in two-tone
green, but with full yellow ends
and a factory-weathered finish. An
additional model of D9002 in two-
tone green with no yellow ends
was produced as part of a twin
pack with DP1 for the National
Railway Museum.

BR blue models from this
tooling are 55004 Queen’s Own
Highlander (SF), 55003 Meld (SF/DCC
Ready), 55007 Pinza with factory
weathering, 9005 The Prince of
Wales’ Own Regiment of Yorkshire
(SF), 55001 St. Paddy (SF), 55018
Ballymoss (SF) and 55002 The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry (SF/DCC
Ready) produced as an exclusive for
the National Railway Museum.

While Bachmann released its
most recent ‘Deltics’ in 2020,
models from both iterations of
the tooling frequently appear
on the second-hand market and
capture the impressive stance of
these legendary Type 5 express
passenger locomotives very well.

Models of the production ‘Deltics’
are plentiful, but attention has
also been given to DP1, with two
manufacturers stepping up to
the plate to produce ready-to-run
models of this unique locomotive.
Released first was Bachmann’s
model in 2008, which has been
exclusive to the National Railway
Museum, and later Locomotion
Models, since inception. The model

www.keymodelworld.com

shared much of its specification
with Bachmann'’s production
‘Deltics’ and included a five-pole
motor, twin flywheels, interior and
directional lights and initially an
eight-pin DCC socket, although this
has recently been upgraded to a
21-pin socket.

DP1 has been released in many
forms as the prototype has worn
several variations of the light
blue livery carried throughout its
existence. DP1 has appeared in its
East Coast Main Line livery and its
present-day preserved blue. The
model has also appeared with
factory weathering and has been
offered DCC fitted and DCC sound
fitted, and as part of a twin pack
with D9002. Most recently, DP1 has
been re-released by Bachmann
for Locomotion Models in 2025,
featuring an upgraded 21-pin DCC
socket and is available in ECML
blue, and as-preserved blue, both
DCC Ready, or DCC sound-fitted.

Hornby is in the final stages
of developing its all-new ‘OO’
gauge Hornby Dublo die-cast

DP1. Announced as part of the
manufacturer’s 2023 range, the
model is billed to have a high
specification, featuring a die-
cast metal chassis and body,
controllable directional lighting,
cab and interior lighting and
working centre ‘Mars’ headlight.
Other features include a coreless
motor with twin flywheels, all-
wheel drive and pick-up, adjustable
roof fans, hall sensor for automatic
flange squeal on sound-fitted
models and a removable roof
hatch to access the 21-pin Digital
Command Control (DCC) socket.
Hornby’s offering of DP1
represents the locomotive in
its West Coast Main Line guise
and will be available DCC Ready,
or DCC Sound-fitted with the
manufacturer’s TXS Bluetooth
decoder; the model is due for
release towards the end of 2025/
early 2026.

The most recent release of
the Class 55 arrived in 2022, as
Accurascale’s first powered model
for the UK market. Announced in
2018, the company planned an
unprecedented suite of models,
aiming to model all 22 locomotives
with an impressive specification.
Models feature a five-pole motor
with twin flywheels, 21-pin DCC
decoder socket, cab lights with
driver’s control desk illumination,
separately applied bogie chains,
twin speakers, stay alive capacitor,
die-cast chassis and easy access to
the decoder socket via a removable
roof panel. For the first time in
ready-to-run ‘OO’ gauge, the ability
to model the unique WIPAC light
clusters fitted to Gordon Highlander
when it was painted in Porterbrook
purple was included in the new
Accurascale tooling suite.

Bachmann’s Graham Farish
range added an all-new ‘N’
gauge Class 55 Co-Co diesel in 2014,

fitted with a six-pin Digital Command Control
decoder socket and directional lighting. Prior to this,

the previous ‘Deltic’ could trace its history back to 1984 and
subsequently reintroduced in 2003 with an upgraded mechanism.
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23 models formed Accurascale’s
first batch of Class 55s, modelling
locomotives in as-delivered, in
service and present-day preserved
condition. All were available DCC
Ready or DCC Sound-fitted. Early
BR models arrived as D9004,
D9007 Pinza and D9008 The Green
Howards in BR two-tone green
with no yellow panels. Two models
represented the BR small yellow
panels era, presented as D9013
The Black Watch and D9019 Royal
Highland Fusilier. A trio of ‘Delics’
were presented in two-tone green
with full yellow ends as D9010 The
King’s Own Scottish Borderer, D9014
The Duke of Wellington’s Regiment
and D9006 The Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry. Pre-TOPs BR blue models
are D9012 Crepello and 9021 Argyll
and Sutherland Highlander.

The popular TOPS BR blue era
was represented by 55001 St Paddy,
55003 Meld, 55005 The Prince of
Wales’ Own Regiment of Yorkshire,
55011 The Royal Northumberland
Fusiliers, 55017 The Durham Light
Infantry, 55018 Ballymoss, 55015
Tulyar and 55022 Royal Scots Grey,
these latter two complete with
silver embellishments. A final
model belonging to this era arrived
as 55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry, wearing BR two-tone
green with full yellow ends, a livery
the prototype wore for the last 18
months of its service life.

Preservation era models are the
previously mentioned 9016 Gordon
Highlander in Porterbrook purple
with WIPAC headlights, D9002 The
King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
in two-tone green with small
yellow ends and D9009 Alycidon
in BR blue. Models from this first
production run were only available
directly from Accurascale, with
select models available from Rails
of Sheffield, Locomotion Models
and the Deltic Preservation Society.

In 2023, Accurascale revealed
a second production run of its
‘OO0’ gauge ‘Deltic’ covering four
general release models. These
were D9018 Ballymoss in BR two-
tone green with small yellow ends,
55004 Queen’s Own Highlander in
BR blue, 55013 The Black Watch in
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Hornby is currently developing an all-new ‘00’ gauge Hornby Dublo ‘Deltic’
with heavy die-cast chassis and body, powerful coreless motor, working roof
fans and directional lighting. Release is planned for late 2025/early 2026.

TABLE5 - HORNBY ‘OO0’ GAUGE DP1

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
DP1, WCML blue R30297
DP1, WCML blue, TXS Sound-fitted R30297TXS

TABLE6- HELJAN 20110’ GAUGE ‘DELTICS’

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
(unnumbered), BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 5500
(unnumbered), BR blue 5501
(unnumbered), BR two-tone green (Tower Models) 5502HEL
(unnumbered), BR two-tone green, small yellow panels 5503
(unnumbered), BR blue 5504
(unnumbered), BR two-tone green, no yellow ends 5505
D9001 St Paddy, BR green, full yellow ends (weathered) 5506

TABLE 7 - HELJAN 2023 ‘0’ GAUGE ‘DELTICS’

DESCRIPTION

CAT NO.
55007 Pinza, BR blue 5520
(unnumbered), BR blue 5521
55015 Tulyar, BR blue with white cabs 5522
(unnumbered), BR blue with white cabs 5523
55002 The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR green with full yellow ends 5524
55022 Royal Scots Grey, BR blue with silver detailing 5525
55011 The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, BR blue (W) 5526
55011 The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, BR blue 5526P
D9000 Royal Scots Grey, BR green with small yellow panels (1997-2004 railtour condition) 5530
55019 Royal Highland Fusilier, BR blue (as preserved) 5531
(unnumbered), BR blue with white cabs (2010s railtour condition) 5532

BR blue with silver embellishments,
and 55020 Nimbus in BR blue. Two
Accurascale exclusive models
were announced - a re-run of 9016
Gordon Highlander in Porterbrook
purple and D9000 Royal Scots
Grey in BR two-tone green with
small yellow ends, mirroring

the condition the prototype
carried while working for Virgin
CrossCountry in the late 1990s. An

exclusive model of D9015 Tulyar
in two-tone green with small
yellow ends was produced for the
Deltic Preservation Society. A third
exclusive model of 55002 The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry was
produced for Locomotion Models
as part of this production run,
reflecting the locomotive during
its early 1970s condition, carrying
BR blue.

This second round of models
was delivered in late 2024 and had
some minor enhancements over
those from the first run including
a revised speaker position and
improved front handrails.

Accuracale’s ‘Deltic’ proved very
popular, with both production
runs selling out very quickly. Select
models can command very high
prices on the second-hand market
and at the time of writing, a new
production batch has not been
announced.

‘O'GAUGE

Heljan has been a dominant force
in the ‘O’ gauge diesel market for

a long time, and as expected, the
manufacturer has produced ready-
to-run models of the Class 55s.

Initially, models featured twin
five-pole motors, each driving one
bogie, directional lights, cab lights
and four rotating roof fans. Models
were not fitted with a DCC socket,
but a chip could be hardwired into
the model if desired.

These first models from Heljan
appeared in 2011, and were mainly
produced in unnumbered formes,
covering BR two-tone green, BR
two-tone green with small yellow
ends and BR blue. Additional
models arrived in the form of an
unnumbered exclusive in BR two-
tone green for Tower Models, and a
model of D9001 St Paddy in BR two-
tone green with full yellow ends
and a weathered finish.

2023 saw Heljan rework its ‘O’
gauge ‘Deltic’, incorporating
better detail and upgraded
internal electronics to match the
expectations of modern DCC
modellers. Models still retained
the manufacturer’s powerful twin
five-pole motor with flywheel
setup, with the addition of an ESU
XL DCC decoder socket, provision
for twin 66mm x 29mm EM2
speakers, space for a DCC smoke
unit and independently controlled
headcode, cab, tail and high-
intensity headlights — the latter a
new offering not seen on the 2011
model. The tooling also included
provision for plated headcode
boxes and plated quarterlight

English Electric DP1 has appeared in several guises in recent years. Debuting
in ‘00’ gauge, Bachmann’s model of Deltic was produced exclusively for the

National Railway Museum’s National Collection in Miniature range.




windows. Cast and fabricated
bogies were now included in the
new tooling suite.

Ten models formed the first
tranche of releases, with 55007
Pinza, 55015 Tulyar, 55022 Royal
Scots Grey and 55011 The Royal
Northumberland Fusiliers, all in BR
blue. 55011 featured a weathered
finish, and 55022 featured silver
embellishments. Two unnumbered
BR blue models were also
produced, one featuring white cab
window surrounds.

Three preservation era models
fitted with high-intensity
headlights were produced,
appearing as D9000 Royal Scots
Grey in BR two-tone green with
small yellow ends, 55019 Royal
Highland Fusilier in BR blue, and
an unnumbered model in BR blue
with white cab window surrounds.

‘O’ gauge modellers also have
other ‘Deltic’ options in the form
of the LH Loveless ready-to-run
models (production and prototype
DP1 examples), and also the
DJH Model Loco Class 55, which
can be purchased as a ready-
to-run pre-built kit direct from
the manufacturer. These can be
ordered with a choice of name in
BR two-tone green or BR blue, with
options to include smoke effects
and sound. Kits are constructed
from white metal and brass, with
detailing options to suit the chosen
prototype.

‘N"GAUGE

Graham Farish has been the main
option for ‘Deltics’ in this scale
since 1984. These models are now
considered light on features, with
no directional lights or provision
for DCC or a speaker. Four models
were released to this original
specification as D9021 Argyll and
Sutherland Highlander in BR two-
tone green with small yellow ends,
plus 55013 The Black Watch and
55009 Alycidon in BR blue. The
fourth model was 9016 Gordon
Highlander in Porterbrook purple, a
Red Label special edition.

In 2003, Graham Farish — now
under Bachmann’s ownership -
upgraded the original 1984 ‘Deltic’
with twin flywheels and a five-pole
skew-wound motor, re-releasing
the model as D9000 Royal Scots
Grey in BR two-tone green with
small yellow ends, 55002 The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in BR
two-tone green with full yellow
ends. 55006 The Fife and Forfar
Yeomanry and 55008 The Green
Howards appeared in BR blue.

The most recent ‘N’ gauge ‘Deltic’
arrived in 2014, when Graham
Farish completely retooled its
offering, with these models
including a five-pole motor with
twin flywheels, 6-pin DCC socket,
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directional lights and much
improved detail. Six models have
been produced from this tooling
thus far, modelling D9007 Pinza,
D9009 Alycidon, D9002 The

King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry
and 9001 St Paddy in BR two-

tone green, with all save for 9001
sporting small yellow ends; 9001 is
supplied with full yellow ends. BR
blue models are 55005 The Prince
of Wales’ Own Regiment of Yorkshire,
and 55015 Tulyar.

Bachmann also produced a
model of DP1 for its Graham Farish
range, launching the model in 2010
and mirroring the specification
found in the 2014 ‘Deltic’ (HM84).
Four models have been released,
covering West Coast Main Line, East
Coast Main Line and preservation
blue colour schemes. DP1 has also
appeared as part of the ‘Merseyside
Express’ train set, where it was
finished in its West Coast Main Line
blue.

‘TT:120° SCALE

The UK's newest scale is about to
see a new Class 55 model arrive,
courtesy of Heljan. In the lead-up
to Model World Live 2025, Heljan
revealed plans to enter the British
TT:120" market, with engineering
samples of the ‘Deltic’ revealed at
the show. The manufacturer plans
for the model to feature a die-cast
metal chassis, 21-pin DCC decoder
socket, independently controlled
cab and directional lighting, plus
separately applied etched detail
and engine room detail.

Five general release models are
planned D9006 in BR two-tone
green, D9021 Argyll & Sutherland
Highlander in BR two-tone green
with small yellow ends, 55007 Pinza
in BR blue (5550), 55015 Tulyar in
BR blue with white cab window
surrounds and 55002 The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in BR
two-tone green with full yellow
ends. Further retailer exclusives are
also planned for Rails of Sheffield.
Delivery is expected in the first half
of 2026. HM
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Heljan introduced its ‘O’ gauge ‘Deltic’ in 2011. Following
several refinements to the tooling, the most recent

batch of models included 55002 The King’s
Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in BR
two tone green with full

‘ . yellow ends.
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DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
D9021 Argyll & Sutherland Highlander, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends 8414
55013 The Black Watch, BR blue 8415
55009 Alycidon, BR blue 8416
9016 Gordon Highlander, Porterbrook purple, red label special edition 841A

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
D9000 Royal Scots Grey, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends 371-275
55006 The Fife and Forfar Yeomanry, BR blue 371-276
55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends 371-277
55008 The Green Howards, BR blue 371-278
TABLE 10- GRAHAM FARISH'N’ GAUGE ‘DELTICS’ (2014 TOOLING)
DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
9007 Pinza, BR two-tone green 371-285
D9009 Alycidon, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends 371-285A
D9002 The King's Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends 371-286
55005 The Prince of Waless Own Regiment of Yorkshire, BR blue 371-287
55015 Tulyar, BR blue 371-288
9001 St Paddy, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (W) 371-289

TABLE11- GRAHAM FARISH ‘N’ GAUGE DP1 (NRM EXCLUSIVE)

DESCRIPTION CAT NO.
DP1, WCML blue (part of'‘Merseyside Express' train set) 370-275
DP1, blue 372-920
DP1, blue 372-921
DP1, blue (W) 372-921
TABLE12-HELJAN'‘TT:120' SCALE'DELTICS’
DESCRIPTION (AT NO.
D006, BR two-tone green 5540
09021 Argyll & Sutherland Highlander, BR two-tone green, small yellow ends 5541
D9009 Alycidon, BR two-tone green, small yellow panels (Rails) 5544
55007 Pinza, BR blue 5550
55015 Tulyar, BR blue with white cab window surrounds 5552
55002 The King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry, BR two-tone green, full yellow ends (Rails) 5553
55022/D9000 Royal Scots Grey, BR blue with silver embellishments (Rails) 5554
D9015 Tulyar, BR two-tone green (2025 condition) (Rails) 5557
D9016 Gordon Highlander, two-tone green, full yellow ends (Rails) 5558
55019 Royal Highland Fusilier, BR blue (Rails) 55
(Acc) Accurascale exclusive
(CFPS) (lass 40 Preservation Society exclusive
(DPS) Deltic Preservation Sodiety exclusive
(Harburn) Harburn Hobbies exclusive
(Locomotion) Locomotion Models/NRM exclusive
(NRM) National Railway Museum exclusive
(Rails) Rails of Sheffield exclusive
(TMC) The Model Centre (TMC) exclusive
(Tower) Tower Models exclusive
(W) Weathered edition
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(2.:19 | The East Coast Cement extension project job list included catenary
installation and bespoke masts. MIKE WILD explains how Peco
equipment was combined with PIM Models’ cantilever masts to
create a realistic overhead system for the ‘OO’ gauge layout.




VERHEAD electrification
looks superb on a model
railway — all those wires
passing above the trains
brings a new level of detail which
until recently was rarely seen on
the model railway exhibition circuit.

We enjoyed the initial installation
on this layout back in 2018, but
over the last few years we've seen
more equipment become available
including 3D printed masts from
West Hill Wagon Works as well as
the work that has been done by
Pete Waterman and the Railnuts to
create the Making Tracks layouts
which all have highly detailed
West Coast Main Line overhead
equipment.

When it came to extending East
Coast Cement, fortune was on
our side. For starters we already
knew how simple it was to install
the Peco system having added it
to the original layout. Secondly
PJM Models’ Phil Moreton was
working with us on the technical

aspects of the layout build and he
had already drawn a wide range of
overhead masts for Making Tracks
while catenary specialist Aron
Moran from Making Tracks had
offered his help, guidance and a
batch of custom registration arms
to suit the layout.

The starting point was to install
Peco masts to link with the original
layout. To do this we had to
reassemble the final long board
from the original layout to the new
scene as this dictated the positions
of the first masts we would install.

The Peco overhead starter kits
come with everything you need,
except wire spans, including jigs
to set the position of the masts,
single arms masts like those on the
ECML and registration arms. The
first two sets of masts were quickly
installed to set the positions, but
then we had more work to do on
the platforms before we could
progress along the layout as all
the rest of the masts would be

platform mounted.

Painting of the PJM Models laser-
cut lintel platform kits followed
with the tops finished with Ford
Dove Grey for the outer stones
and Railmatch Roof Dirt for the
tarmac centre. Brick painting was
completed using Lifecolor Worn
Brick and Old Tile acrylics while
the scaffolding supports were
sprayed silver prior to the wooden
sections being picked out in Dark
Brown.

Only once the platforms were
built could we move on, but
fortunately in the meantime
we'd been assembling the
components needed to make
this happen quickly. A set of five
cantilever masts was laser-cut by
PJM Models and then assembled
to join the custom registration
arms made by Aron Moran which
were superglued under the newly
completed masts once they were
In position.

The masts were fitted to the

platform surface with superglue
setting their positions at 500mm
centres using Peco wire spans.

Installation of the catenary set
the layout in the right position
for the next level of detail to
be installed around the track
including lineside cable trunking
from West Hill Wagon Works,
lineside cabinets, dummy point
motors, point heaters and lineside
cables to bring the trackside detail
to life.

By now the layout was making
rapid progress towards its Great
Electric Train Show deadline
with the scenery and storage
yard being the final elements to
bring together, as well as a host
of electrics underneath, to get it
ready for the show. Next issue we
look at how the newly-extended
East Coast Cement was completed
— and don't forget the full four-
part video series about the layout’s
construction is now available on

Key Model World. HIVI
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' Overhead catenary is one of the
standout ingredients of East Coast
Cement. The Peco system provided
the basics with PJM laser-cut
cantilever masts being used through |
the station. At the join between the
old and new layout an LNER HST
set approaches the station as Class
37 37405 powers through with a

A > R . l~1‘f‘.";;*~'.;-‘_%
December2025 39 3y *
N A




Sponsored by:

TMC

1% NODLL CENTRL

LA A =g INSTALLING CATENARY ON EAST COAST CEMENT
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The overhead catenary insfallatiuﬁ starts mth a Peco 12-mast pack which
contains masts, registration arms and jigs to set their positions. Just add
wires from the Peco range to set the distances between the masts.

of the last on the original layout. This set the position of all the masts along
the new section.

Using the jigs from the 12-mast pack and a 500mm long contact wire the
location of the first set of masts was confirmed. The jigs have an opening at
one end which hooks around the first mast and a hole at the other to allow
the mounting hole to be drilled through the board.
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' The centre of the jig has a small hook which the contact wire can be
positioned on to ensure the masts are correctly sited.
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A 4mm drill is needed to make the hole for the mast base to pass
through the baseboard. The hole in the jig was used to align this.

- 4""-__'

@ The mast is then pushed through the hole in the baseboard and
: bolted in from underneath to secure it in position.

- . -

Having installed one side, the jig can be flipped over and
positioned on the second track to set the position on the other
side of the double track main line.

%
3

Like the first mast, the second is then bolted into place using the
\/) supplied fixings with the Peco masts.

40 December 2025
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Beginner

The cantilever masts in the station worked a
treat to add interest to the scene and keep the
view into the platforms clear. They are built
from laser-cut parts. Colas Rail Class 56 56049
heads a rake of JJA autoballasters as a TPE
Class 68 slows to a stop with a Mk 5 set.

On completing the installation of the first two masts we remembered that
because the track is on cork, the masts also need to be raised on cork too.
This is simple to do by releasing the nut underneath and slotting cork in
below the mast base.

10

The next step is to solder the registration arms onto the masts.
These are supplied separately so that their position can be varied
to match the track formation.

. A good quality flux is essential for fixing the registration arms to

—

Using tweezers, hold the registration arm in position then solder

.J | it to the mast. This is easier to do if you have a friend with you as it

_// the masts as they need to be soldered for a strong bond.

www.keymodelworld.com

is a fiddly job on your own.
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LA =g INSTALLING CATENARY ON EAST COAST CEMENT
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Before we

could continue
with catenary
installation the
platforms needed
to be completed.
The surfaces

had been spray
painted with
Ford Dove Grey
for the stones
and Railmatch
Roof Dirt for the
tarmac, but now
the brick details
need finishing.
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Lifecolor Worn Brick (UA737) and Old Tile (UA740) from the Debris and An important feature we wanted to include in the platforms was use of the
Rubble Europe Village paint set were used for the bricks using a dry brush scaffolding support add-on from PJM Models for the lintel edge kits. These
technique to add the colours. slot in under the platform edges during installation.

With the first
platformin
place and
the car park
paint dry,
the laser-cut
cantilever
masts were
added to
the surface
at 500mm
centres to
match the
Peco contact
wire length.

While not directly linked to catenary, we also painted the car park surface
before adding the second platform as each stage of the build needed to
overlap with the first. This textured paint gives a superb and realistic finish.

JAVAY, YAVAY
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: With the second platform installed and the custom registration arms in place,
@The masts are simple to build and paint and look the part for the the station is coming together. The wire spans were left off until the last

®

jewly arriving Bachmann TPE Class 350 unit for ‘00’ gauge. minute to save damage during final construction of the layout.
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CONSTRUCTION

Intermediate

Beginner Advanced

SKILL{LEVEL

. WATCH MORE! SERIES 14

NEW SERIES: EXTENDING
= f- 7 CEMENT ‘w

| -
The bottom of the Peco contact wire hooks around the registration arms on - - y — AV = =L T
both the standard Peco and laser-cut cantilever masts. All the contact wires EXTENDING EAST COAST CEMENT AVAILABLE NOW
will be soldered in place at the end of the build. Construction of East Coast Cement’s extension features in the latest
] [ | video series on Key Model World. Join the team as they build the

new layout on camera explaining everything as they go. Part one is
available to watch FREE on Key Model World and YouTube with Parts

Two-Four exclusively available on Key Model World.
@ Visit www.keymodelworld.com/eastcoastextension for full details.
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PRODUCT SUPPLIER CAT NO.
Peco 00 catenary 12 mast pack TMC 1(-100
Peco 00 500mm contact wires TMC 1(-154
PJM Models cantilever masts Key Model World PIM300
Concrete cable troughing West Hill Wagon Works Various
Cosmetic point motors West Hill Wagon Works Various
To bring the lineside to life West Hill Wagon Works concrete cable troughing ::;wy E::z mgz :::3 Iﬁ:::ﬁ:;zneﬁ Ez mgz: ﬁzgz Egmgg
was laid alongside the main line using a combination of straight, junction, : : :
corner, raised and open sections. They were pre-painted with Halford Khaki Rusty Rails Modelling Catch pits Key Model Worlc RRM109
spray paint before installation. Rusty Rails Modelling Axle counters Key Model Worlc RRM083

osmetic lineside details around the points included cables, The point heaters were given white cables, as per images of the prototype.
cabinets, point heaters and point motors. We also added catch pits between the tracks along the new section.

& 2 ]

At the location
of the signals,
lineside cabinets
by Rusty Rails
Modelling were
added in advance.
The orange
cable is simply
equipment wire
cut to length and
glued in place.
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USED
MODELS
~ WANTED

Buxton
Railworks

New and Pre-owned model railways in N to O Gauge
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way Shop
— In the Heart of the High Peak

We're a family-run shop offering a wide AN
range of model railways in N, OO, and .
T

O gauge.Visit us to browse in person Tt
.
Vipe

and see before you buy — or order
online or by phone. Gift vouchers are
also available.
We're always looking for quality second-hand AVIS PELU
UK-outline stock and ofter top prices with a 2D,

- ~ - AIRFIX (el
discreet, personal service. We also provide - SOk
layout dismantling If needed.

Buxton ﬁ

Railworks

|MEU ~ 1]?]_::.
[ T

e =

www.buxtonrailworks.com

9 Bridge Street, Buxton, SKI /7 6BS (opposite [ he Raillway pub)
J 01298 463613 &2 sales@buxtonrallworks.com
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Forget the cookies;

all I want for Christmas 1s a

Sparmax Arism Mini Kit!

{ Vist wwwAitbrushes.com Call: 01903 767800

www. Train Trax.co.uk

Dedicated to stocking and supplying KATO's growing range of
UK, European, American and Japanese outline railway models
including KATO's unique Unitrack system in N gauge.

QH

UK Euro American  Japan

Fast UK delivery, no quibble returns policy.

Model Railway Magic Ltd, Unit 15,

The Bull Commercial Cenre, York. YO32 OLE
Company number: 12703527.

VAT number: GB397206471

:01904 215416

000 YHO0L 0000 0380(.

Bring your railway to life!

4.9 BEEEE8
*Trustpilﬂt Based on B9S reviews

Handpicked trees and scenic materials for every scale, budget, and
season — from lifelike leafy trees and pines to blossom, hedging, and
ground cover.

750 types, sizes & colours of tree + more!

www. I heModelTreeShor

imPoPI Iclice

'R N | \h—”l!wﬂl [ Sy ¢

® N ’ |

Who needs reindeer when you can
have the Iwata Eclipse CS Airbrush
soaring into your stocking?

Email: salcs@airbrushs.com

The Airbrush Company Ltd. 79 Marlborough Road, Lancing Business Park, L.ancing, BN15 8UF
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GOOD MANORS accurascale
GWR/BR CLASS 7800

- o DC/DCC READY
HUN 2 e, = | £189.99

1:76.2 SCALE,/00 GAUGE 02

& - DCC SOUND
EXPECTED DELIVERY Q4 2026 * Nagat ™ £289.99

-

- ’.“‘_*'
l l ' r
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BR and preserved Collett /800 Class locomotives make a return in this second run. A largely
die-cast construction, an extensive tooling suite to cater for individual differences, a wealth of
rivets and separately applied detalls, together represent one of Swindon's most attractive
designs. Decoration covers five new number/livery combinations. including an Exclusive - /827
Lyndham in a striking ‘as preserved’ fully lined Great Western scheme. Pre-order direct via
accurascale.com, or via your local stockist from £183.99. Realistic models at realistic prices.

Pre-production samples subject to change. Exclusive 7827 Lyndham Manor is only available directly from Accurascale

All Class 7800 models feature Scan the QR Code
or visit:
= High level of detall m Sprung metal buffers and scale width www.accurascale.co.uk
» Die-cast metal chassis and body wire handrails toview the full range
= DCC ready & DCC sound = Details specific to individual prototypes of Manor locomotives
(ESU loksound v3) options m Etched metal pre-painted name/ currently available

to order.
= Upgraded twin speaker arrangement numberplates and headboards

= Flickering firebox effect [where appropriate]
m Lifetime warranty

m And other typical Accurascale features!

L OK#SOUND

= High fidelity metal and plastic parts
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for the 2025 Great
Electric Train Show.

OLLOWING a recent visit
to the Powys area, Sugar
Loaf station on the Heart
of Wales Line caught
my eye as a potential candidate
to model with its small single
platform (and disused second
platform opposite), bus shelter
style waiting area and distinctive
stairway leading down to the
platform level. The remote location
appealed to my modelling senses.

This project also coincided with
the imminent arrival of Heljan’s all-
new ‘O’ gauge Class 153 single car
Diesel Multiple Unit and provided
the added impetus to build the
layout to 7mm scale, as | was keen
to showcase one of these delightful
new models.

In part one (HM221), the main
station structure and stairway
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were completed - and in this
concluding part, | show how |
completed the scenery around
it, blending the station into its
surroundings with a painted
backscene, trees, shrubs, bushes
and grass. The transformation
has been a thoroughly enjoyable
experience and hopefully those
who attended the Great Electric
Train Show recently enjoyed seeing
the completed layout up close.

It makes an important point, too,
in showing that it’s possible to build
a 7mm:1ft scale layout set on the
main line network in an acceptably
small space. Read on to find out
how this characterful station was
finished. HVI
® Discover more step-by-step
modelling guides at www.
keymodelworld.com.
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SIS IS BUILDING SUGAR LOAF STATION IN‘O’PARTTWO

A striking feature of the real location at Sugar Loaf is the triple arched farm
bridge. This needed to be custom made and Steve from Railway Laser Lines
produced a shell for me to work from. This was glued using Roket card glue
with elastic bands holding it together while it was drying.
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With the bridge structure glued together, including the card roadway, | was
able to retrim the hillside to suit.
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While waiting for the bridge to arrive, Inpted to paint the backsce;ie pale
blue. After a few coats, the layout was ready for the next stage.
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Clouds were added to the backscene next using Grey, Black and White spray
paints. Cloud cover started with a light misting of black followed by the grey
and a white covering to create the tops of the clouds. Try to keep the cloud

cover random and be sparing with the detailing.
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With the backscene painted, | glued the foam hillsides into place and

applied PVA glue to the entire surface ready for the grass matting to be
fixed into place.

= ’ y . il

L L g -

The grass matting - formed from hanging basket liner - was then glued in
place. A hot glue gun was used to secure the edges.

o

T

The car park area was painted using Slate Grey and Ant
This was stippled for a realistic finish once dry.

hracite chalk paint.

) *‘\'i'* ‘

A Stock Scenics electrical cabinet was painted with Vallejo Military Green
acrylic paint (Cat No. 70.975) and placed in the car park.

48 December 2025
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1A thlrd matchlng set of gates and fenclng frnm Rallway Laser Lines
was painted white and fitted alongside the green cabinet.

Intermediate

SKILL{LEVEL

The scenery has
#‘15. a host of small

*“l trees, large
bushes and thick
brambles to
replicate. | ripped,
stretched and
tore rubberised
horse hair into
usable bits. After
covering them in
layering spray,
they were coated
with a selection
of home-made
flocks and off-the-
shelf products
from WW Scenics
and Woodland
Scenics.

Beginner Advanced

-\\*

by 1 h ‘
_ Sea foam was used for the trees, mth thelr trunks sprayed
brown and the branches covered in layering spray, then

dipped into the flock.

-
-

‘.‘l N, T
To disguise the scenic breaks large chunks of rubberised horsehair
were blended into the scene.

-

L -- ¥

On the front edge of the Iayout, the redundant concrete platform was
submerged into the hillside and covered in hanging basket liner. | then used
WW Scenics 2-6mm static grasses and layering spray to build up the area.

While the glue was drying on the foliage, | turned my attention back to the
bridge as the engraved front had arrived in the post. This was glued into
place, leaving me to create the arches. | measured the arches and cut South
Eastern Finecast brick bond plasticard sheets to the right dimensions.

. ‘.t

« A combination of superglue and Roket card glue instantly ‘grabs’
\_/)the plastic sheet and wood together, making fitting the arches

much easier than traditional methods.
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| used a mix of Dark Grey, Brown and hint of Black to capture the look of the
bridge’s bricks. After painting the structure, | sealed it with matt lacquer and
then applied Buff Titanium acrylic all over the model. While it was still wet,

| removed most of it in a downwards motion, replicating the lime and salt

+ marks on the bricks.

y,
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SIS 8IS BUILDING SUGAR LOAF STATION IN‘O’ PARTTWO
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To recreate the vegetation on the bridge, | applied Roket card glue to some

of the mortar and then stuck Woodland Scenics Burnt Grass to it.

.f‘ §

The single track is on a gentle curve, so | pinned it in place and added a spot

of superglue on the end joints for added protection. | also fitted a power feed
and a joining plug between the two boards.

| Concrete trunking was purchased from Marston Models and
sprayed with Black primer and then Grey Stone.

. '
Halfords Ammo Brown (259131) was used to paint the

rails and sleepers, using a sheet of A4 paper to mask the
surrounding scenery.

With the track P ight
bend. To suggest exposed cables where the cover had slipped, | snipped
some leftover electrical wire and glued it in place.

and medium blend (81394) ballast, applied
with a teaspoon and levelled by tapping the spoon on the rails. It was then
gently misted over before applying Deluxe Materials Ballast Bond (AD75).

\ . Once dry, the track and ballast were toned down using Tamiya
Brown (XF-72) and Flat Brown (XF-10) acrylic paint, together
with Flory Dark Dirt (FMW002) weathering wash.

L#"E}- 1 2 " ~¥ 8 .. -. ) _‘ .
Locally sourced dried soil made the farm track, and | completed

the edge shrubbery at the same time.

50 December 2025
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/ Once all in place, the farm track was secured with Ballast Bond.

Intermediate

Beginner S8 SKILLILEVEL

il

}' Lamp posts were scratchbuilt using Foamex for the head and
brass tubing for the main shaft and outer sleeve.

L sl
-

After cutting the poles of the lamp posts to the right length, | made the
heads, taking care to incorporate LED lighting. Components were glued
together and the posts sprayed with Dark Grey primer, masking the lights.

|

. The information panel is a Train Tech ‘OO0’ gauge product
which looks perfect in ‘O’ gauge with real time information.
I moved the support bar to the centre of the screen.
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| The platform lamps and smart screen were fitted behind the
platform and wired up to the track power feed.

.i >UGAR LOAF SUMMI T *
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ModelU replicated the distinctive signs in resin. These were sprayed black
and using a white paint pen | picked out the letters before fitting them to
some brass rod which | inserted into the scenery.
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. The front fascia was cut from 6 mm MDF with the viewing

window shorter than the length of the baseboards. This creates
a way for the trains to disappear out of sight.

-...._ 'I'_'

- L1

The exterior of the fascia was painted Satin Black, with laser cut letters from
Hobbycraft painted white and sealed with gloss varnish. They were attached

with wood glue, taking great care to space them evenly.

A
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EAST GOAST MAIN LINE INTER-CITY

XTENDING 393 miles
between London King’s
Cross and Edinburgh
Waverley, Britain’s East
Coast Main Line (ECML) is a key
Anglo-Scottish rail link, serving
important towns and cities along
its length, including Peterborough,
Doncaster, York and Newcastle.
Today, sleek Class 800 LNER
‘Azuma’trains ply its length, while

J- L i 1

several Class 91 Bo-Bo electrics
and rakes of BR Mk 4 coaches
continue to eke out their lengthy
careers on a few daily diagrams
to/from Leeds and York, soon
to be reduced to seven coaches
long to match the performance
of their newer counterparts.
During the steam era, the ECML
was renowned for its lengthy
expresses hauled by LNER ‘Pacifics,’

amongst them the streamlined
‘Ads’, one of which — 4468 Mallard
— claimed the world speed record
for a steam locomotive, achieving
126mph on Stoke Bank between
Grantham and Peterborough.
Following the transition from
steam to diesel in the 1960s, 22
English Electric Type 5 (later Class
55) ‘Deltic’ Co-Co diesels were
introduced for use on top link

passenger duties, supported by the
likes of Classes 31, 37 40, 45,46 and
47 into the 1970s and 1980s. By the
early 1980s, the ‘Deltics’ had been
relegated to secondary services as
BR’s InterCity 125 High Speed Trains
(HSTs) operated some of the fastest
timetabled trains in the world at the
time. Following full electrification
between London and Edinburgh,
Class 91s and Mk 4 carriages
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FORMATIONS

The East Coast Main

PASSENGER TRAIN

became the norm, supported by
HSTs on most workings beyond
the wires.

This issue, we focus on the long-
distance Inter-City passenger
train workings during the 1970s
and 1980s, highlighting some
of the typical train formations
operating during the BR blue
period and subsequent transition
to Sectorisation. We will cover the

suburban services in a future train
formations guide.

For ‘OO0’ gauge modellers, there
is an abundance of suitable motive
power and rolling stock, including
an extensive selection of coaches
to suit most needs. Accurascale’s
expanding ‘OO0’ gauge range
includes several signature models,
not least its high-fidelity Class 55
‘Deltic’, which debuted in 2022. The

Line holds a long

express passenger
trains through the

range also features Class 37 Co-Co
and Class 31 ATA-A1A diesels, which
will prove useful on passenger
turns and Empty Coaching

Stock (ECS) workings. For those
modelling the end of the 1980s,
Accurascale’s new ‘OO’ gauge

Class 89 will enable the transition
from diesel to electric traction to
be modelled, just before the Class

tradition of lengthy

91s and Mk 4 vehicles entered

Vi

EAST COAST MAIN LINE

years. MARK CHIVERS looks at
Inter-City passenger trains of the 1970s
and 1980s for modelling inspiration
using ready-to-run ‘OQO’ gauge items.

service. The company’s ‘OO0’ gauge
BR Mk 2b and Mk 2c vehicles have
also plugged several gaps in the
coaching stock roster and provide
added variety to formations.
Bachmann’s ‘OO’ gauge range
includes its longstanding Class
55 Co-Co diesel, together with
Class 37,40, 45, 46 and 47 diesel
locomotives, some of which have
benefitted from recent retooling

BR Class 55 55001 St Paddy crosses
the Royal Border Bridge on the
approach to Berwick-upon-Tweed
station with a northbound East Coast
Main Line express in June 1975.
David Anderson/Railphotoprints.uk.
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BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 TSO, TSO, TSO, TSO, RG, Pullman PKF*, PKF*, PPF*, PKF*, BG - BR blue and grey, except *BR grey and blue (reversed)
DATE: 1970 SERVICE: King’'s Cross to Newcastle LOCATION: Little Bytham

BR Class 40 1Co-Co1, BR green, BR Mk 1 CK, BSO, TSO, TSO, TSO, RMB, FK, CK, BSO, BG - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1972 SERVICE: King's Cross to Leeds LOCATION: Potters Bar
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BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 2d/f BSO, Mk 2a TSO, Mk 2d/f SO, SO, SO BRMk 1 RI(B RUO, Mk 2d/f FO, FK, BR Mk 1 BG BR blue and grey
DATE: 1973 SERVICE: King’s Cross to Edinburgh LOCATION: Essendine
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BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 BG, Mk 2d/f FO, BR Mk 1 RMB, Mk 2d/f SO, SO, SO, SO, SO, SO - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1976 SERVICE: Newcastle to King’'s Cross LOCATION: Alexandra Palace

BR Class 40 1Co-Co1, BR blue, BRTCV, TCV, TCV, BR Mk 1 BFK, FK, Pullman saloon (Kitchen First)*, SLSTP, SLSTP, SLSTP, SLSTP - BR blue and grey, except *
reversed blue and grey DATE: 1976 SERVICE: Inverness to York Motorail LOCATION: York
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Class 43 HST power car, Mk 3 TF, TF, TRUK, TS, TS, TRUB, TS, TS, Class 43 - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1978 SERVICE: Edinburgh to King’s Cross LOCATION: Darlington
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BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 BG, Mk 2d/f FO, SO(T), SO, SO, SO, SO - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1980 SERVICE: York to King’s Cross LOCATION: St Neots
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BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 2d/f SO, SO, SO, FO, BR Mk 1 RB, BR Mk 2dlf SO, FK, BSO, BR Mk 1 BG - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1980 SERVICE: Cleethorpes to King’s Cross LOCATION: Abbots Ripton

BR Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 BSK, SLSTP, SLF, SLF, SLSTP, BG, BG, GUV*, GUV*, GUV* - BR blue and grey, except *BR blue
DATE: 1981 SERVICE: Aberdeen to King’s Cross LOCATION: Doncaster
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Class 55 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 SK, CK, SK, SK, BG - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1981 SERVICE: Newcastle to Edinburgh LOCATION: Prestonpans
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BR Class 31 A1A-A1A, BR blue, BR Mk 1 TSO, TSO, TSO, BSK, BSK, FK, TSO, TSO - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1983 SERVICE: Skegness to King’s Cross LOCATION: Peterborough

Class 43 HST power car, BR Mk 3 TF, TF, TRUK, TRSB, TS, TS, TS, TS, Class 43 - BR blue and grey
DATE: 1983 SERVICE: Edinburgh to King's Cross LOCATION: Doncaster
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Class 47 Co-Co, BR blue, BR Mk 1 BG, BR Mk 3 SLEP, SLE, SLEP, SLE, SLEP, SLE, BR Mk 1 GUV*, GUV*, GUV* - BR blue and grey, except* BR blue
DATE: 1983 SERVICE: Edinburgh to King’s Cross LOCATION: Edinburgh Waverley
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Class 43 HST power car, BR Mk 3 TF, TF, TRUK, TS, TS, TS, TS, TGS, Class 43 - InterCity ‘Executive’
DATE: 1987 SERVICE: Edinburgh to King's Cross LOCATION: Durham
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Class 89 Co-Co electric, InterCity ‘Swallow’ livery, BR Mk 3 TGS, TF, TRFB, TS, TS, TS, TS, TS, TS, BR Mk 1 BG - InterCity ‘Swallow’
DATE: 1989 SERVICE: Leeds to King’s Cross LOCATION: Abbots Ripton
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FORMATIONS

SUITABLE‘OO’ GAUGE PASSENGER STOCK

TYPE MANUFACTURER
Gresley RB Hornby
Thompson BG Bachmann
BR Mk 1 BG/BSK/BSO/BSO(T)/CK/FK/FO/RB/RBR/RFO/RMB/RUO Bachmann
BR Mk 1 SK/TSO/GUV/PKF/PPF/PKS/PPS/SLF/SLSTP Bachmann
BR Mk 1 BG/BCK/BSK/BSO/CK/FO/RB/SK/SO/TSO Hornby
BR Mk 2/2a TSO/BSO/FK/BFK Bachmann
BR Mk 2b BFK/FK/SK (ex-FK)/TSO Accurascale
BR Mk 2c BFK/BSO/CK (ex-FK)/FK/FO/SK (ex-FK)/SO (ex-FO)/TSO/TSO(T) Accurascale
BR Mk 2d BSO/FO/TSO Hornby
BR Mk 2e BSO/FO/TSO Hornby
BR Mk 2f BSO/FO/RFO/TSO Bachmann
BR Mk 2f BSO/FO/TSO Hornby
BRMk 3 TGS, TF TS, TRFB, TRSB, TRUB, SLEP Hornby

and upgrades. In terms of rolling
stock, the company’s range of
rolling stock covers BR Mk 1, Mk

2a and Mk 2f variants, including
daytime and sleeping car options.
Bachmann’s recently introduced
new BR Mk 1 First Open, Brake
Standard Open and Restaurant
Buffet vehicles are particularly
useful for Eastern Region
formations. Bachmann’s EFE Rail
brand also includes examples of the
distinctive BR Newton Chambers
TCV car carriers in BR blue and grey
used on Motorail services at this
time, together with Mk 1 GUVs and
BR Mk 1 Motorail car flats.

Heljan’s ‘OO0’ gauge range
includes its recently introduced all-
new Class 47 Co-Co diesel, together
with Class 45 1Co-Cols and BR
Newton Chambers car carriers,
while Hornby's ‘OO0’ gauge range
includes a useful Class 31 ATA-A1A
and recently retooled Class 43 HST
power cars, together with BR Mk
1s, Mk 2d (former Airfix tooling),

Mk 2e and Mk 2f carriages, plus BR
Mk 3 High Speed Train trailer cars
in First Class, Standard and Buffet/
Restaurant (three and four window
examples) forms. Additionally, a
useful Mk 3 Sleeper car is available
for use on overnight trains from the
early 1980s onwards. A few Gresley
Restaurant Buffets (RBs) also gained
BR blue and grey, which Hornby
has also produced in ready-to-

run form. Hornby’s ‘OO’ gauge
RailRoad range also includes ready-
to-run Class 31, 37, 47 and 55 diesel
locomotives, plus an InterCity

125 HST for those modelling on

a budget. Most recently, Cavalex
Models has confirmed it is working
on an all-new ‘OO’ gauge Class

47 Co-Co diesel (HM220), which
should be available in early 2027.

However, there are omissions
in ranges that may require
substitution with alternatives.
There is no BR Mk 1 Brake Corridor
First (BFK) or Mk 2d Corridor First
(FK) and Brake Corridor First (BFK).
For the former, you could replace
with a Mk 2a/b/c BFK, while the
external appearance of the Mk 2d
FK vehicle is similar in appearance
to the existing FO coach. There
is currently no alternative to the
Mk 2d BFK, so a Mk 2d BSO is the
closest in appearance.

With plenty of suitable BR blue
era motive power and rolling stock,
there are myriad opportunities to
model these lengthy express trains
using existing ready-to-run ‘OO0’
gauge models.

The accompanying bite-size
selection of train formations
presents options available to you
— there are many images in books
and online that can provide the
necessary inspiration to give it a
go yourself. Some trains were long
and you may find that space is at a
premium, in which case selective
compression could be used - the
practice of reducing one of two
vehicles while maintaining the
overall ‘feel’ of the formation. For
the formations included here, we
have kept them to a maximum of
ten vehicles, but you could reduce
them further where there are
multiples of similar coaches. Where
a specific vehicle was not available
within our model archive, a suitable
alternative has been substituted.
HM
® Visit www.keymodelworld.com
for more train formations articles.

Accurascale www.accurascale.com
Bachmann www.bachmann.co.uk
Cavalex Models www.cavalexmodels.com
Dapol www.dapol.co.uk
EFE Rail www.bachmann.co.uk
Heljan www.heljan.co.uk
Hornby www.hornby.com
Oxford Rail www.oxfordrail.com
Replica Railways www.replicarailways.co.uk
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Crovan's Castle Station

Follow us on

Chandler’s Ford Bugglesk ll*, Windmill Small Shop

Natform Leve
Faﬁﬁbﬂ’ﬂk Spnal Hone Station Master’s House (m sed)

Our unique figures are available unpainted or hand painted in scales from 1:160 up to 1:12,
FREE on street Parklngl including all major modelling scales. Hornby Magazine readers get 10% off all figures with the code:

Railway Modelling legend Characters from Morecambe Laurel

Director Bob Symes Oh, Mr. Porter! & Wise & Hardy

www.buggleskellystation.com

Our Centenary Exhibition

It's going to be a very special show!

MODEL RAILWAY SHOW o

MANCEIES STER 106

Near Oxford Road & Piccadilly stations — Easy bus access
Two exhibition halls — Award winning layouts — Traders - Catering
Timeline display of railways and railway modelling.

Doors open at 09:45 for ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY
Adult tickets: Saturday £14, Sunday £11, Children: FREE
Advance tickets available through our website with no booking fee

Pay-at-door tickets on sale from 10:30 each day
Adult tickets: Saturday £16, Sunday £13, Children: FRE
(Up to three children with any adult ticket)
Exhibition closes at 17:30 Saturday & 16:30 Sunday

For more details, or to join our
mailing list, scan the QR code or visit:
www.mmrs.co.uk/exhibition




/In 1948 BR asked O.V.S Bulleid to come up with a
solution to help reduce overcrowding on suburban

. " routes to and from London. In 1949 2 Double Deck
SR 4DD E M U ~units rolled off the production line, numbered
¥ 4001/4002 these were an experiment that lasted 22

years and finished on 1st October 19/71. These were
renumbered to 4901/4902 for the BR Blue livery.

e All running numbers

® Internal lights

® Close coupling
e Steel buffers

Available in Full Green, Green Small Yellow End,
BR Green Full Yellow Ends, BR Blue

DCC Ready, DCC Fitted and DCC Sound (LokSound V5.0)
also available

Prices start $390.00

ready to ship

Krmodels.net




The glory days of the LNER have been captured to
perfection by PETER KIRMOND and his 2mm finescale
layout modelling York station’s dramatic train shed
and the glamorous expresses which called there.

PHOTOGRAPHY, JONATHAN NEWTON
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E s Right: Gresley’s experimental

‘W1’ 4-6-4 10000 rumbles into
the far platform with an Edinburgh
bound express, while LNER‘P2' 2001 Cock
O’ The North awaits departure with a
southbound train.

2 Below: LNER‘A4’ 4492 Dominion
of New Zealand heads the Down
‘Coronation’ into York station.

. i TR
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GAUGE SCALE olZE REGION [{PERIOD | CONTROL
emm finescale, 9.42mm| | 2mm:1ft | |11ft x 8ft||EASTERN || 1930s | ANALOGUE

e i —————

ORK is my third exhibition
layout: all have been of
very different subjects
and in different scales.
My first was Blea Moor
in 4mm:1{t — the Settle
and Carlisle in the early 1960s with a
sweeping curve and massive hillside
for dramatic etfect. The second couldn’t
have been more different — an American
‘O’ scale (1:48) layout of Laramie Engine
Terminal in Wyoming in the final days
of the Union Pacific’s great ‘Big Boys’,
each one nearly 3ft long in this scale.

Seven or eight years ago I started thinking
about my next project and decided it
would be in 2mm finescale and of the
London and North Eastern Railway (LNER)
in the 1930s. I much prefer building a
layout of an actual time and place rather
than trying to make up an imaginary one
and the original setting was going to be on
a similar sweeping curve to Blea Moor but
in a very different place — Gamston Curve
on the East Coast Main Line just south of
Retford. Many hours spent watching trains
go by on Blea Moor meant [ knew very
well how captivating the continuously
changing perspective of a train going
around a curve is — for me far more so than
a run of straight track.

In many ways, Gamston Curve was a
similar setting to Blea Moor — a sweeping
curve with a hillside behind it: a quarter-
scale mock up demonstrated how effective
the setting would be. But there was a
nagging feeling that this wasn’t quite right
or at least wasn’t quite what I wanted
to build. So, whilst progress was made
on stock for the layout, the layout itself
remained in the planning/thinking stage.

And then I saw a photograph of ‘A4’ 4468
Mallard caught in the diffused light under
the roof on the sweeping curve of York
station — it had to be done, but how? The
main concourse at York is around 8001t
long so, at 1.6metres in 2mm:1{t scale,
entirely practical - but how would you see
into it? The pillars supporting the arches

t
'

il

.
|
|

of the roof are only 161t tall (32mm in
2mm scale). Whilst I'm all in favour of a
limited viewing angle (the so-called “pillar
box’ view), this was obviously a little too
extreme! 3
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But what if the roof was ‘peeled open’ so
that, on the model, there were complete
arches at either end as in the prototype,
but it opened up in the middle to allow a
more practical ‘viewing slot’? I was very
unsure how (or even it) this would work
so the only option was to build a mock-
up and see. [ have a Silhouette craft cutter
which will cut 10thou (0.25mm) styrene
sheet with considerable accuracy: this
might do the job for a mock-up and be
reasonably inexpensive.

The Network Rail web shop produced
drawings to enable an accurate

representation to be drawn up on CAD and

cut on the craft cutter. After quite some

time and considerable head scratching, the

mock-up was made. It worked far better
than I could have hoped, so the die was
set — York it had to be. The photograph
of Mallard gave me the answer I was

unconsciously looking for: it ticked all the

boxes for:
e (Capturing the sense of place of a
prototype setting;
e  Building something that has a
definite visual impact; and
e Building something different.
The next challenge was to get from
this concept model to the real model.
Considerable thought was going to be
needed to work out the design and

construction methods if this were to work

as well as I hoped it would.

BUILDING THE TRAINSHED

Apart from proving the design concept,
the mock-up showed that styrene sheet
would not work for the ‘real’ roof — it was
just not stiff enough. Likewise, it soon
became apparent that 3D printing would
be far too fragile at anywhere near scale
thickness. The only option was custom
etching. Several months and many hours
developing the CAD drawings to etch and

then wielding a soldering iron to assemble

the 80-plus lateral beams, 27 longitudinal
sections between the pillars plus the end
screens produced, to my eyes at least, a
very convincing model of the roof.

The columns (like most architectural
columns) are slightly tapered and were
machined from thick-walled brass tube.

60 December 2025
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Above: A general view

across the concourse

at York station as an ex-North
Eastern Railway ‘D20’ 4-4-0 rolls
in with a rake of LNER stock.

Left: As postal workers

take a brief break

from their duties, a lone couple
watch the arrival of the Down
‘Coronation’ in the opposite
platform, headed by Gresley ‘A4’
4492 Dominion of New Zealand.

www.keymodelworld.com
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A piece of 2mm wire soldered into the
roof at the junction of the longitudinal
and transverse beams passes through
each column and the baseboard to be
bolted below, making the whole structure
remarkably rigid. The decoration top and
bottom of the columns was drawn and 3D
printed.

Assembling the beams to make the roof
was a very interesting process and taught
me a lot about cumulative error — it only
needed each section to be a fraction of a
millimetre wider than planned and the

whole roof would be considerably too long.

www.keymodelworld.com

Fortunately, I realised in advance that the
baseboard for the roof needed to be the
length of the roof - whatever that turned
out to be - so built it considerably longer
than I thought I needed and trimmed the
excess off once the roof was built.

Baseboards are of fairly standard 6mm
birch ply construction though the curved
top surfaces were laser cut. I thought I
could cut the necessary curve accurately
enough myself: the small baseboard [ made
to take a test section of the etched roof
proved me wrong!

The all-important lighting is LED strip

above the roof skylights with some ‘frosted’
clear plastic sheet as a diffuser. This

has worked remarkably well to capture
the bright but diffused light which so

captivated my eye in the Mallard picture.

EAST COAST'‘RACEHORSES’

Much of the stock originates from the
various LNER ‘N’ gauge ready-to-run
models produced by Dapol. Its ‘A3’ and

‘A4’ locomotives have excellent bodies but
replacement chassis were needed for 2mm
finescale and these were milled out of
solid metal to provide more all-important )
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weight. The initial batch of coaches
originated with Dapol’s excellent Gresley
coach range, many fitted with replacement
etched sides to provide more variety.

The variety of both motive power and
stock is gradually increasing and much
time has been spent enabling train
lengths approaching those of the time to
be modelled. In 2mm:1{t scale, physics
is against us: a 4mm:1ft model is twice
the length of its equivalent in 2mm but
is eight times its volume and therefore
eight times the weight. This means that,
in 2mm:1{t scale, every gram of weight
needs to be added to locomotives and
every gramme removed from stock whilst
retaining enough in the latter to keep it on
the track. The milled locomotive chassis
are made from copper tungsten which is
twice as dense and heavy as brass. This is
expensive stuff but not much is needed in
this small scale so it’s very much worth it.
It’s also hard to machine but good quality
tungsten carbide tipped tools and plenty of
patience helps.

But even these extreme tactics don’t
solve all the problems. Well known Leeds
based 3mm:1{t scale modeller Alan Smith
scratchbuilt locomotive and tender bodies
for an ex-North Eastern Railway ‘D20’
4-4-0 for me. I made a milled chassis
for it but whatever I did I couldn’t get it

Behind the scenes, Peter Kirmond’s York
station features a superbly designed

storage yard with a series of continuous return
curves enabling trains to be routed in either
direction through the station.
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In the shadow of the station signalbox,

to pull more than about three coaches.
Lateral thinking came to the rescue and it
now glides around the layout unpowered
followed by a powered Full Brake — a Kato
chassis with an etched body. To some this
may seem like cheating but, to date, no
one has noticed and it works brilliantly.
Further powered Full Brakes will, before
long, be pushing both Great Northern and
North Eastern ‘Atlantics’ at the head of
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the manager of the news stand answers a
customer’s query as the clock approaches 11.30am.
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lengthy trains!

The York storage yard is unusual in that
it’s a set of return curves rather than a fan
of loops. This is formed of one continuous
circle folded back on itself with trains
processing round it meaning each train
appears, over time, from each direction.
So, if there are ten trains on the layout, the
11th you see passing through the station
will be the first one you saw going back »»




[ -h_,\.

, Ex-NER‘D20’ 1217 stands at the platform with a southbound
rake of LNER stock, including a Full Brake parcels vehicle. This

coach cleverly houses a motorised Kato chassis to power the train.
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2750 Papyrus
arrivesm the

curved roof at York with
a northbound express.

)1)11J11))1))) JJJJUJJJJJJJJUJJJUJJ}‘




YORKTRACKDIAGRAM (NOTTO SCALE)

< 11ft »
7y
@ To/from storage yard
2
Y

in the other direction. This means, for a
given sequence length of trains, only half
as many are needed.

The return curves are automated with
reed switches in the track and magnets
in the brake van/coach of every train
controlling, via latching relays, dead
sections in the track a train length apart:
when a train is driven across the front of
the layout the ‘queue’ of trains waiting
behind all move up one. This is a system
that was tried and tested on Blea Moor,
although the York version is simplified
and, therefore, we hope, even more
reliable. It is on two levels to avoid flat
crossings with an imperceptible gradient
across the front of the layout to get from
one level to the other. Much effort went
into building the return curves so to get
maximum benefit, they can also be used
on my good friend John Aldrick’s layout
Ivybridge.

York is a quite ditferent layout from most:
it’s more like a diorama with moving
trains than a ‘regular layout’. The view is
the one you get in real life when standing
on the platform beyond the entrance. The
‘outside world’ can only be seen through
the ends of the roof and the stretch of
open air platform modelled at either end,
allowing trains to be seen arriving and
leaving: it’s all about the station roof and
the trains running under it.

York is designed to be an exhibition

www.keymodelworld.com

0

layout and has already appeared at various
major shows around the country. It is
planned to be at three or four shows a year
for the next few years so I hope to see you
there!

While this is a solo project, it would not
have happened without huge quantities
of help, support and encouragement. This
has come from too many sources to list
everyone individually but, if you are one
of these people, I thank you! Particular

Customers browse the selection of newspapers at the news stand on York concourse as Gresley
‘A4’ 2512 Silver Fox rolls in with a King's Cross bound express.

help has come from Andy Ross (3D design
and printing, soldering roof girders and
general encouragement), Simon Thompson
(3D design and print), John Aldrick (fellow
operator and tiny coach building supremo)
and last, but not least, from my wife
Aileen whose patience, encouragement
and tolerance has been wonderful. Thank
you! HM

® Discover more layout articles at
www.keymodelworld.com/layout-features.

December 2025 65



BLUEBELL GIFTS & MODELS
SHEFFIELD PARK STATION,

UCKFIELD, SUSSEX, TN22 3QL
B L U E B E L L WWW.BLUEBELL-RAILWAY.COM/SHOP
EMAIL: WWW RETAILOBLUEBELL-RAILWAY.COM

— RAILWAY— 01825 720803

e

- -

Iron Duke

— L UL
Wartime Dean Goods

subscribe for FREE to any of our

« STOCKS ALL MAJOR MODEL ' ol projects before Jan 19th for the
RAILWAY BRANDS ._ X chance to WIN a free locomotive
» REGULAR SPECIAL OFFERS - | / or coach of your choice.

AVAILABLE BOTH ONLINE 1% ) JABY 4
CcO Ife ral I com p al y. com | S
— I 7/
2l o) —

S =t

SELECTED ITEMS
« WIDE RANGE OF
MODELLING SCALES/

ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE IN S
OUR STORE AND ONLINE

« FREE CAR PARKING AT
SHEFFIELD PARK

« FRIENDLY AND DEDICATED
STAFF ON HAND TO ASSIST
YOU WHEN YOU VISIT/BUY

e L

EIMODELU gttt

LITTLEWORTH
' MQODELS ST

WANTED

Model Railway
& Collectables

We buy all makes, all gauges, live steam,
aeroplane kits, boats, tanks, radio
controlled, die cast and more.

L® d| Top prices paid for your models
<<= Swift payment made on collection

& 01778 594604 or 07578 708785 Find out more and get a FREE valuation at

contact@littleworthmodels.co.uk www.littleworthmodels.co.uk

18+ years trading % Collection made in person 9 We carefully dismantle Honest valuations
' 2y, Q

~—~_ in collectables O—C from across the UK your displays for you and fair offers given

Littleworth Models * 26a Meadowgate * Bourne ¢ Lincolnshire « PE10 9EZ + United Kingdom
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LONDON TRANSPORT MUSEUM

[| |
. ‘ §
i METROPOLITAN
-
: | !
L

EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE
Metropolitan Railway E Class UG 1959 Stock
Locomotive No.l LUI50 Livery 4-Car model set

EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE
Florence Nightingale London Transport L98 Pannier Tank
No.l/7 Carriage Class 57XX

Your one-stop shop for new

train models this Christmas

ltmuseumshop.co.uk

Every purchase supports London Transport Museum



SCAN ME!

pd info@metcalfemodels.com

MINI KITS

No.1 MARKET STREET
00 SCALE - PO350 £16.50

PARISH CHURCH

00 SCALE - PO226 £ 19.00 &
N SCALE - PN950 £13.00 N SCALE - PN926 £14.00 Perfec' S'l'ockll'lg
0 i
Comes with fine laser cut Flllers.
recessed stone windows & View the full range
clear glazing. metcalfemodels.com

L EVENDNGPOST o

By

VILLAGE SHOP OSK

00 SCALE - PO517 £6.50
& CAFE N SCALE - PN817 £5.50
00 SCALE - PO254
£14.00
N SCALE - PN154
£10.00

-

-
- -
- -

TOWN END COTTAGE
F SMALL SIGNAL 00 SCALE - PO267 £15.00

,[-— BOX N SCALE - PN167 £12.50

00 SCALE - PO430 £10.00
(00 ONLY)

4
|

PICNIC TABLES
00 SCALE - PO510 £5.50
N SCALE - PN810 £5.50

PAVILION
00 SCALE - PO410 £6.50
N SCALE - PN821 £6.00

-
-
- g
- — W - —

A i e
- -

- .
o - -
- e

& PLATFORM SHELTER
00 SCALE - PO237 £19.00

N SCALE - PN137 £15.00

E-GIFT CARD ez |
T&C’s apply - For use on L) ] | GREENHOUS
Metcalfemodels.com ~ Card Construction Kits MsAigEiTSAI:IngSE 00 SCALE - PO514 £6.00
Starting from £10.00! * ISR N SCALE - PN814 £5.00
EZGith B 00 SCALE - PO335 £15.00

N SCALE - PN935 £12.00

¥ *METCALFEMODELSYCOM ' *

@metcalfemodels @metculfemodelsandtoys

o .



LITTLE CARDLEYWICK STATION

Il 00 SCALE - PO315 £15.50 ll

N SCALE - PN?215 £12.00

1 2
— e il
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| Images show different angles of
Little Cardleywick Station, full
details can be found
metcalfemodels.com

Welcome to the village, “Little Cardleywick”
Little Cardleywick Station will be the 1st in our next range of kits. SREZESR : .

A space saving building with all the features of a large station but s R S '“";::. ==
takes up very little space. % uﬂ* = 'l* '| L _

LITTLE CARDLEYWICK
STATION SHELTER

00 SCALE - PO316 £10.00
N SCALE - PN9216 £7.00

NEW!

Little Cardleywick Station
shown here with a
platform, (sold separately)
Platforms can be built into
any shape to accommodate

The 2nd kit in the Station buildings.

Little Cardleywick range,
a small opposite platform
station shelter.

PLATFORMS

00 SCALE BRICK - PO216 £15.50
00 SCALE STONE - PO235 £15.50
N SCALE BRICK - PN110 £13.00
| N SCALE STONE - PN 135 £13.00

DON’'T FORGET THE GLUE & TOOLS!

You don’t need expensive or
complicated tools to do the job.

- MAKE GLUING EASY...

" Use our Fine Tip Glue
Applicator bottles (MT907)
Can be used with a choice
of glue, all available at

i '...I I,‘.

A versatile platform system "
which can be made into any
shape, straight, curved, island or
bays. The box type "
structure is both easy and
pleasing to construct.

“METCALFEMODELSICOM

metcalfemodels.com

f @metcalfemodels @metcalfemodelsandtoys
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SOUTHPORT

The BRCW Class 104 has never been available ready-
to-run before, but Heljan delivered its all-new model
of the three-car DMU in October 2025.

MIKE WILD takes this new arrival for a test run.

ULTIPLE UNITS

are in vogue right
now. We've seen an
influx of new project
announcements for’O0’gauge
including the Electrostars from
Accurascale and the Class 313 from
EFE Rail while Bachmann has just
reintroduced the Class 350 EMU
for the scale too. You might think
first-generation multiple units have
been forgotten, but that’s certainly
not the case with Heljan, which

has been working to deliver the
first ever ready-to-run model of
the Birmingham Railway Carriage
and Wagon Class 104 units.

The "104s’ were built between
1957 and 1959 with 302 vehicles
built. They were split between
Driving Motor Brake Second
(DMBS), Driving Motor Composite

Heljan’s new Class 104
for‘O0’ models the units
through their careers. Our
review sample depcits a
Midland Region set from
the 1970s.

70 December 2025

Lavatory (DMCL), Driving Trailer
Composite Lavatory (DTCL), Trailer
Composite Lavatory (TCL), Trailer
Brake Second Lavatory (TBSL) and
Trailer Standard Lavatory (TSL) and
were formed into two, three and
four-car sets on delivery.

The majority saw service in the
North West on the London Midland
Region, but sets were also operated
on the Eastern Region. Later life
saw part of the fleet cascaded to
Scotland to replace fire-damaged
Class 107s while the very last were
used on the Gospel Oak to Barking
Line in North London by Network
SouthEast.

Withdrawal started from the end
of the 1980s with the arrival of
second-generation Sprinter DMUs

and the last 104" was stood down
in 1995. Departmental use followed
for a select few, but happily 13
vehicles entered preservation,
though only 12 remain today.
Reality Check on pages 74-77 has
the full class history.

THE MODEL

Heljan started work on the Class
104 back in 2020 and has now
delivered a collection of units in
two and three-car formations to
model the units from introduction
in 1957 to withdrawal in 1995.
Livery choices cover original BR
green with ‘speed whiskers’, BR
green with small yellow warning

-
-

il

The face of

the Class 104
is captured well

by the Heljan
B model and features
sprung buffers as
well as factory fitted
pipework.

&

“ paels, BR blue, BR blue with a

‘Blackpool’ white stripe, BR blue
with white cab roof and Network
SouthEast flashes, ScotRail ‘Mexican
Bean’ white and red, standard BR
blue and Network SouthEast.

Our review sample models a
Midland Region three-car set in
1970s BR blue before the ‘facelift’
which saw the original headcode
boxes plated over and small round
marker lights added to the ends.

The vehicles in the formation are
DMBS M50436, TCL M59141 and

DMCL M50488. All are finished

www.keymodelworld.com




A ten-pin connector links each coach together
electrically. Magnetic couplings are fitted between cars.
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Once coupled, and with the wires neatly
stowed in the gangway, the connection between the two
coaches is barely visible, particularly on straight track. '

-

TECHNICAL DETAILS

Manufacturer: www.heljan.co.uk
Cat No: 1453 (reviewed)
Description: (lass 104 three-car DMU
Builder: BRCW, Birmingham
Region: Midland/Eastem
Gauge: ‘00, 16.5mm
Scale: 4mm:1ft
Length: 733mm (over buffers)
Price: £389 DCC Ready (two-car),

£489 DCC Ready (three-car)
Couplings: Magnetic couplings in NEM pockets
DCC 21-pin Digital Command Control socket
Speaker: Two 22mm x 18mm cube
Exterior lights: Headcode boxes and destination blinds
Interior lights: Driver’s cab, interior saloon
Minimum curve radius: Second
Motor type: Five-pole
Flywheel: Two
Wheel arrangement: DMU
Purpose: Suburban passenger
Haulage capadity (expected): Three-car DMU
Haulage capadty (actual): Three-car DMU

worth the wait. The characterful
angled front end is superbly
modelled, even down to the rain
strips protruding beyond each

end of the vehicles. There are also
sprung buffers on all cars while the

in matching plain BR blue which
has been applied to the unit to
a high standard by Heljan. This
Is enhanced with printed vehicle
numbers, No Smoking labels in
the windows and underframe
equipment picked out in
appropriate colours.

The body tooling represents the
Class 104 well and has been well

www.keymodelworld.com

buffer beams on all three are fully
appointed with brake and multiple

working pipes — an impressive
touch on a DMU.

The underframe is very neatly 3

ol

Q

SOUTHPORT
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REVIEWS FEATURE

done with the motor cleverly
concealed in the chassis and
providing drive to all four axles on
the DMBS. Die-cast metal is used
for the main chassis construction
for weight and there is another
clever feature in that magnets are
used to hold the body and chassis
together rather than clips or screws.
This makes access to the interior
very simple.

The accurate body tooling covers
correct interiors for each vehicle as
well as a neatly detailed cab control
desk, but such is the complexity of
the lighting available in the Class
104 that some of the wiring and
circuit board is visible through the
windows of the DMBS. That said,
there isn't anywhere to hide the
21-pin decoder socket in a Class 104
—they have a lot of big windows!

PERFORMANCE

The 104's comprehensive lighting
circuits have been designed to
work through a single 21-pin

Inside the Class 104 has a full
interior as well as factory fitted
speakers in each driving car, a
single 21-pin decoder socket
and a hidden motor beneath
the floor. The body is held in
place with magnets.

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

-
|

Underfloor equipment is modelled in full relief. The lower
casing for the motor is just visible behind the engine.

decoder socket. Joining the
coaches together is a two-step
process — first the ten-pin plugs for
the lighting need to be connected
to the neighbouring car after which
they can be coupled together using
the magnetic couplings. We found

----------------------------------

Working headlight and

destination blind

72 December 2025
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that by using a pair of tweezers
after coupling we could hide the
wires completely inside one of
the gangways resulting in a neat
connection, particularly on straight
track.

The magnetic body fixings make

i Correctly laid out
interior seating unit

Optional speedometer cable

included in accessory pack

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

fitting a sound decoder very simple
and we added a ZIMO 21-pin

chip to the Class 104 loaded with
suitable first-generation sounds to
put it through its paces on our test
track. This showed firstly that the
mechanism is excellent — smooth

" LED light bar
hidden in roof

Detailed bogie side frames

www.keymodelworld.com
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The TCL features the big picture windows of the | - -
Class 104 as well as correct underframe equipment.

running and quiet throughout and the only area which standsout | sample was excellent while the the magnetic body fixings and

the speed range — and secondly is the red switch box in one of the running qualities were exactly couplings provided with the unit.

that the pair of 22mm x 18mm vestibules of the DMBS. A black box | what we would expect from a A great addition delivered to a

speakers (one in each driving car) here would have been much less Heljan model. The lighting circuits high standard. (MW) -
are of good quality but had a limit obvious through the window. are comprehensive, and we like —\
as to how loud the volume could = i
be increased before there was OVERALL

distortion to the sound. The Class 104 may have been five
We were impressed with all years in the making - but what
aspects of the Class 104's operation | a result! The paint finish on our

".‘Lf‘
-

Factory fitted speaker in
roof line

21-pin DCC decoder socket
in guard’s compartment

The cab interior is neatly
detailed with control desk

]
,w equipment. A separate
p _ ; lighting circuit is also
, , N - . Full relief underframe provided for the cab.
' o .. equipment

: Low-profile mechanism with
>, hidden five-pole motor

0 ONLINET

I rr -
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Amongst the

most popular and
numerous first-
generation Diesel
Multiple Units
were the Class

104 ‘Birmingham’
sets, which gained
a reputation for
reliable service
over more than
three decades.
EVAN GREEN-
HUGHES looks
back at the history
of this interesting
class.
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FACTS AND FIGURES

Builder: Birmingham Railway Carriage and Wagon Company

Built: 957-1959
Withdrawal: 1980-1993
Wheel arrangement: 2 x 4-wheel 8ft 6in wheelbase bogie

Engines: 2 x BUT Leyland per powered vehicle
Horsepower per vehide: 300hp
Gearbox: Sel-Changing Gears, four-speed mechanical
Final drive: Reversing type on one axle to each bogie

Train heating: 2 x Smiths diesel-powered warm air heaters

Brakes: Gresham and Cravens twin-pipe vacuum
Multiple working: Blue Square (standard)
Length: 57ft6in
Width (over cabs) Oft 3in
Height: 12ft 7in
Weight: 3Ttons (power car)

25tons (trailer)
Wheel diameter: 3ft 6in
Maximum speed: 70mph
Fuel tanks: 160gallons
Number built (vehides): 302
Number preserved (vehides): 12

Below: A BR Class 104 Diesel Multiple
Unit (DMU), with car M50531 leading,
forms a train to Leicester, south of
Redhill tunnels, Trent, in 1958.

T.G. Hepburn/Rail Archive Stephenson.
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REALITY CHECK

Lk |

Class 104 EXP DM 352 was the set number given to a blue and grey Class 104 ‘Half Motor’ conversion of
cars 50521 (M78601) and 50446 (M78851). It is seen during a crew change at Manchester Oxford Road
while en route to Rose Hill (Marple) in August 1984. Railphotoprints.uk collection.

RITISH RAILWAYS’ policy of
introducing Diesel Multiple
Units (DMUSs) for the bulk
of its rural and urban
passenger services actually
preceded the Modernisation
Plan of 1955 and can be traced back to a
decision taken by the Lightweight Trains
Committee in 1952. As a result of this,
232 DMU vehicles were ordered, with
the bulk of these coming from BR’s own
Derby Works. These were such a success
that another 1,408 vehicles were planned,
but with this decision came a problem,
that BR did not have the capacity to

build those sorts of numbers itself.

[t was anticipated that around 900 of
the vehicles required would have to be
built by private contractors, with one of
those selected being the Birmingham
Railway Carriage and Wagon Company,
which had previously built diesel units
for the Egyptian Railways. A degree of
commonality with the BR design was
specified, covering such items as engines,
transmission, general dimensions and
control systems - but the detail work was
left to the builder.
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