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Steam fans, history buffs, and those who loves a great day out— this is something truly special! Didcot Railway Centre

s bringing together two of the most famous steam locomotives in history for an unforgettable event.

Flying Scotsman and Pendennis Castle first met 100 years ago at the British Empire Exhibition in 1925, and now,a century
later, they're reuniting for an incredible showcase of railway heritage.

This May and June, come and see these legendary locomotives up close as they stand side by side perfect for an amazing
photo opportunity. On steam days, you can even experience the magic first hand with a ride behind these historic engines!
Step inside our exhibition to uncover the stories behind their fascinating pasts, from their legendary speed trials to their
shared adventures under Sir William McAlpine, even stretching as far as Australiat

Want to get even closer? On display days, step onto the footplate (small additional charge applies) and chat with our friendly
crew about what it’s like to work these magnificent machines. On steam days, you'll feel the thrill as they fire up and come
to life, just as theydid in the golden age of steam travel.

Static Display Days: 14, 17,18, 21, 22, 23, 29, 30 May & 1 June
Steam Days: 24, 25, 26, 28, 31 May

This is a rare chance to see two icons of steam together once more. Whether you're a dedicated rail enthusiast or just looking
for a fantastic day out, you won't want to miss this. Join us at Didcot Railway Centre and be part of history!
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the 10A Carnforth circuit via Hellifield, Blackburn and Preston on March 26 - see Main Line News, page 52. DAVE COLLIER
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HE fabulous new Celebrating The Railway

Rockstars Of The Past exhibition now running

in Hopetown Darlington says it all. A replica of
the first steam railway locomotive to run in public,
one of a valiant attempt to take the concept further
and, yes, the original Locomotion No. 1 which headed
the first-ever steam-hauled passenger train 200
years ago. Innovation began with inspiration, never
stopped rolling on flanged wheels, made history, and
changed the world forever.

However, thanks to the heritage sector, the
steam era has never ended, despite BR’s ban on
steam haulage imposed in 1968. A short hop
to the far side of the Hopetown site brings you
to the new purpose-built headquarters and
workshop of The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
which, hopefully, will soon be connected to the
adjacent main line.

Would any of those volunteers who saved the
Talyllyn as the world’s first heritage line in 1951
ever in their wildest dreams have believed that
one day, the movement they started would lead
to the production of a new A1 Peppercorn Pacific,
with a Gresley P2 following in its wake?

Yet, Tornado proved itself as a pinnacle of the
movement in the third century of steam and
now it is back on the network after a three-year
absence for its overhaul, is taking innovation one
stage further into the future — with the fitting of
the digital European Train Control System.

Its comeback debut on the Railway Touring
Company’s prestigious ‘Great Britain XVII' will
hopefully be followed by regular tours and
the Severn Valley Railway’s Trains Through The
Ages celebration of Railway 200 on July 5/6, as
highlighted in Headline News, page 8.

Write to us: Heritage Rarlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Rail — a road still
leading to the future

There, it will meet up with a new modern-day
ground-breaker, Porterbrook’s HydroFLEX, the
UK'’s first hydrogen-ready passenger train.

In a world where politicians are looking at
credible ways of attaining net zero goals, railways
surely are a way forward. The reopening of the
GWR Portishead branch, as described in Main Line
News, page 54, will, according to estimates, work
wonders in taking a sizeable proportion of Bristol
commuter cars, together with their associated
emissions, off local roads.

Our railway legacy has for decades been a
phenomenally popular subject, especially among
the many seasoned enthusiasts, but Railway 200
Is taking many steps further, showing how the
lessons from the past can open new and positive
pathways into the future.

In my younger days, trainspotting was a
mainstream hobby among school friends, and
very few of them did not receive a train set for
Christmas. Fast-forward to today, and modern
technology has long since bestowed the younger
generations with many other pastimes.

Railway 200 will do much to rekindle an interest
in rail at an earlier age, maybe producing its
engineers and technicians of the future. | cannot
but highly commend the initiative of the Friends
of the Stockton & Darlington Railway which, as
reported in Next Stop, page 98, has produced
a free and very imaginative book for six to
seven-year-olds at schools along the route of the
line, and which may well unlock an interest into
finding out why what happened there 200 years
ago was so incredibly important for us all.

Robin Jones Editor

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3
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Headline News

B Locomotion No. 1 replica undergoes
running trials at Ruddington

B New identity for GWR Saint

at West Somerset steam gala

B Galatea to headline Severn Valley
spring steam gala, as A1 and ‘Hydro-
Train"booked for Rail 200 weekend
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B New frames order means unique
J21 could steam by end of 2026

B Shunter repaint revives Longmoor
heritage in Cumbria

B Gwili Railway buys Bill Parker’s
London Transport small prairie

B Unique Peckett Hornet makes its
debut at Ribble steam gala

B Mid-Norfolk anniversary gala bids
farewell to Mexico-bound HSTs

B Final push to restore Llangollen’s

‘Royal’ prairie in time for centenary RegUIarS Features

B Britannia delivers the goods at

Nene Valley’s ‘Best of British’ Subscribe Today 30

B Audley End evokes 1968 with Geoff Courtney’s regular column. ‘It’s more than just an engine’:

electric traction’s steam displacement Centre Canadian Pacific returns as a tribute to the

B New signage points the way to Visiting B1 No. 61306 Mayflower forgotten women of Eastleigh

Stockton & Darlington bicentenary crosses the River Irwell at Lumb The return to service of the Mid-Hants Railway’s flagship Merchant Navy
on the approach to Irwell Vale. locomotive was more than just a day to play with a new train. Owen
JOHN TITLOW Hayward spoke to the line's CEO Rebecca Dalley about why this occasion

was so special and why the heritage railway sector must champion its

people better.

[ o

Main Line News
B Jornado joins ‘Great Britain XVII’
roster in main line comeback

Main Line Itinerary 59
Schedule of upcoming steam and

_ _ _ heritage diesel railtours.
B Vintage Trains' 40th anniversary of ;
‘Shakespeare Express’ underway Railwayana 66
B Portishead branch set for Platform _ 86
passenger reopening by 2027 Where your views matter most.

Railway 200 Events 89

With Full Regulator 60 Up & Running 90
Don Benn marks the return to traffic Railway running days and events.
of Canadian Pacific by looking at two Off the Shelf 04
of the runs in 1965 which made this Latest book and DVD releases.
locomotive so special among the Next Stop 08

Southern steam aficionados.

4 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 332: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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‘Devon Belle’ show-
stopper at East Lancashire
Legends of Steam

How our heritage lines cope with
changes at short notice can turn
disappointments into successes,
and the Legends of Steam Gala at
the East Lancashire Railway was no
exception, reports John Titlow.

Staffordshire 74
heritage lines highlight
region’s rich rail legacy

With a high concentration of

lines with industrial connections,
Staffordshire is indeed rich in railway
history. Martin Creese looks at the
heritage railways around the county
and reports in words and pictures.

Chesham swansong
revisited in Sussex

Sixty years after the final steam
service ran on the Metropolitan
branch to Chesham, a once-common
sight from the outskirts of the capital
was recreated at the Bluebell Railway
as the line kicked off its own 65th
anniversary year.

Three in steam for 82
Gwili’s biggest

gala to date!

Six decades after the route was
closed by British Railways, a trio

of Great Western steam was

to be found running through
Carmarthenshire. Owen Hayward
looked into what occurred.

CONTENTS: LEFT: The local equine residents of Haworth are undisturbed by

visiting LMS 3F No. 16440 double-heading with Ivatt No. 41241, working their
train up the gradient out of the station and past top field during the Keighley &
Worth Valley Railway gala on March 21. See news pages 22-24 for full coverage of
this Midland-themed event. NATHAN SPENCE

ABOVE: Western Hall meets Southern Castle as the Epping Ongar Railway’s

No. 4953 Pitchford Hall arrives Corfe Castle station on the Swanage Railway during
the March 28-30 steam gala, with the remnants of the 11th century fortification

atop the hill behind. OWEN HAYWARD

COVER: On March 19, SR Merchant Navy No. 35005 Canadian Pacific returned to
service on the Mid-Hants Railway, pictured approaching Northside Lane foot
crossing working its first passenger-carrying train since 2008. Its return to service

was widely celebrated and paid tribute to many of the forgotten women of
wartime work - see feature, pages 42-47. NATHAN SPENCE

Models

Model News 84
Rapido unveils GWR County
locomotive plans, while Bachmann
reveals Isle of Wight rolling stock.

PRE-ORDER
ISSUE 332

No need to pop to the shops in four
weeks' time... simply order your

next HR from mrtns.uk/pre-order-
hror call 01507 529529.
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Home again! Locomotion No. 1

By Robin Jones

LOCOMOTION No. 1 - which
hauled the world’s first modern
passenger-carrying train over the
Stockton & Darlington Railway on
September 27, 1825 - has returned
to celebrate the bicentenary of the
globe-changing event.

Designed by ‘the Father of the
Railways’ George Stephenson and
constructed by his son Robert at his
Newcastle-upon-Tyne locomotive
building works and initially named
Active, Locomotion No.T is now on
display at the multiple award-winning
Hopetown-Darlington attraction,
where the Celebrating The Railway
Rockstars Of The Past exhibition
opened on April 4 and runs until
June 22.

The free exhibition which, as
reported last issue, also features
replicas of two other classic
locomotives — Penydarren, designed
by Richard Trevithick in 1804,
and borrowed from the National
Waterfront Museum in Swansea, and
Beamish Museum’s Steam Elephant,
designed by John Buddle and
William Chapmanin 1815 - is being
held in Hopetown’s Grade ll-listed
Carriage Works.

The loan agreement expired in
March 2021, after which Locomotion
No. T was moved to the NRM’s
namesake Locomotion museum in
Shildon, generating controversy in
Darlington as it had been there since
it was preserved and is depicted
on the town'’s coat of arms and on
the badges of its football and rugby
clubs. Darlington Borough
Council and the Science
Museum Group reached
agreement for Locomotion
No. 1 to return for
extended visit, and the first
such move occurred on

Historical pioneer

Believed to be the first locomotive
to use coupling rods, Locomotion
No. T was used until 1850, when

it was converted to a stationary March 27.
engine and, as a result of its immense The locomotive, driven
historical importance, preserved in by George Stephenson

1857. Between 1892 and 1975, it was
displayed on a platform at Darlington
Bank Top station, and from 1975-2021
was formally on loan by the National
Railway Museum to the Head of
Steam, which evolved into Hopetown,
at Darlington North Road station.

himself on that landmark run,
has become the keynote image
of the S&DR200 and Railway
200 programmes.

S&DR200 Director Niccy Hallifax
said: “Darlington played a pivotal role
in railway history and it is fantastic to

The dazzling lightshow from All Change which marked the opening of the
S&DR200 festival at Bishops Auckland on March 29. ED WARING

06 Heritagerailway.co.uk

back in Darlington for bicentenary

join us in celebrating our incredible

Left: View . ’1
from the cab , 3 R

of thereplica
Locomotion

No. 1 on the Great
Central Railway
(Nottingham).
DALE SMALLIN

Right: Full steam
ahead, 1825

style: thereplica
Locomotion

No. T undergoes
running test on
the GCR(N) on
March 18.

DALE SMALLIN

models or prototypes by expert
makers, showcasing the creativity of
young minds.

Presented by S&DR200 in libraries
and civic spaces until November 25,
the Whistle Stop bespoke touring
exhibition will travel round the region
and showcase the railway'’s history
using high-quality reproductions of
important artefacts and documents
found and brought together from
archives in the UK.

More details about festival events
can be found at https://sdr200.co.uk

bring Locomotion No. 1 back to the
region as part of these celebrations.
“This exhibition is a once-in-a-
lifetime chance to see three historic
locomotives side by side, and | hope
people from around the country will

railway heritage.”
Meanwhile, All Change, a
spectacular open-air
light and drone show
held at 11 Arches at Flatts
Farm, Bishop Auckland,
as described last issue,
marked the official start of
the S&DR200 on March 29.
Made possible with
the support of 140 local
volunteers, including 60
performers, the event sped through
200 years of railway history and
major historical moments, from the
Industrial Revolution and two world
wars to the present day, celebrating
the transformative power of trains places with the original. Originally
both on the landscape and everyday only at Darlington on loan from
life. Beamish, ownership of the replica was
Created by award-winning transferred to Darlington Borough
performance company Imitating Council which, as reported in Heritage
The Dog and movement directors Railway issue 325, contracted
Rocky Norton and Katie Pearson and Northern Heritage Engineering in the
inspired by conversations with local town to build replicas of Experiment,
historians, the spectacle brought the pioneer Stockton & Darlington
history to life with large-scale set train’s sole passenger carriage, and
pieces, projection mapping, original three chaldron wagons.
music and a fleet of 400 drones from The replica train went on display at
world-renowned SKYMAGIC, creating the Grade ll-listed carriage works in
a breathtaking visual experience in Hopetown Darlington from November

Replica heads for

Weardale testing

As the original Locomotion No. 1 is too
fragile to return to steam, a working
replica was built in 1975, and was
based at Beamish Museum. After a
period on display at the Locomotion
museum in Shildon, it moved to Head
of Steam in April 2021, changing

the night sky. 26. The replica, which was overhauled

Also in the festival until July is the at Locomotive Maintenance Services
S&DR Invention Challenge, which in Loughborough, and the four new
is inviting students in years five to vehicles have all been equipped

eight from Stockton, Darlington

and Durham to reimagine the 4000
miles of disused train tracks in

the UK. Five winning ideas will be
transformed into professional designs,

to modern-day main line running
standards, so the complete train can
run over the route from Shildon via
Darlington to Stockton-on-Tees of
September 26, 27 and 28 as a crowd-

Pre-order Issue 332: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



Welcome home: The original Locomotion No. T back for display in Darlington.
HOPETOWN DARLINGTON

The replica of Cornish mining engineer Richard Trevithick’s locomotive which
on February 21, 1804, made the world’s first-ever steam-hauled railway journey
over nine miles of tramroad from Penydarren ironworks, near Merthyr Tydfil.

HOPETOWN DARLINGTON

‘New’ Saint identity to appear in
West Somerset spring steam gala

THE West Somerset Railway’s May
2-5 spring steam gala will see up
to 11 locomotives in action, with
previously announced guests and
home fleet locomotives being
joined by new-build GWR Saint
4-6-0 No. 2999 Lady of Legend,
which will stay on the line until
August - and for just one weekend
only, it will adopt the guise of a
long-lost classmate which will be
decided by public vote.

Event organiser Seb Walsh
said: “Between our four gala
team members, we can’t decide
between the many options for
suitable names, so we will be
putting a Facebook poll together
with four options so our followers
can vote for their preferred name.

“The name and numberplates

for the most popular name option

will be ordered and the loco will
run as this loco for the gala only.”

Lancashire to Somerset
Adding to the event roster will be
Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
0-6-0ST No. 11456, from the

East Lancashire Railway - the
first LYR locomotive to ever run
on the WSR. It joins previously-
announced LBSCR A1 ‘Terrier’
0-6-0T No. 72 Fenchurch, from
the Bluebell Railway, with both
planned to work goods trains

at times throughout the event.
No. 11456 started life as a tender
engine before being converted
to its current configuration in
1896 and mirrors the story of
the WSR mogul No.9351.The
gala will also feature visiting
LMS 4-6-0 No.45596 Bahamas,
GWR 2-8-0 No.2807, GWR 0-6-2T
No.6695 and GWR 4-6-0 No. 7812
Erlestoke Manor.

will welcome Furness Railway
0-4-0 No. 20, which is itself the
oldest operating standard gauge
locomotive in the UK and dates
from 1863. It will appear on the
first two weekends of the line’s
month-long Great North Festival
of Railways, celebrating not

just Railway 200, but the 300th
anniversary of the Tanfield too.

Auto-train in Cornwall

The Bodmin Railway’s May 16-18
gala will see the two resident
small prairies (Nos. 5552 and
5553) and Port of Par Bagnall
0-4-0ST Judy in action, with GWR
0-6-OPT No. 7714 and 0-4-2T

No. 1450 visiting from the Severn
Valley Railway. Director David
Nelson-Brown said: “It’s full steam
ahead (excuse the pun) for a full
three-day steam gala. It will be the
first big gala we will have done
since before the pandemic, with
lots of interest and activity and,
we hope, plenty of visitors.”

The restored rake of clay hood
wagons will appear, as too will
First Class family saloon No. 248,
which was builtin 1881 and once
carried King Edward VIl when he
was Prince of Wales. The railway’s
autocoach No. 232 will also be
paired up with No. 1450 to work
in push-pull formation; following
the departure of GWR 0-6-0OPT
No. 6435 last year, the autocoach
has also been listed for sale, with
interested parties advised to
contact David by emailing david.
nelson@bodminrailway.co.uk
=» Class 52 D1015 Western
Champion and Class 45 ‘Peak’
No.45108 are to visit the West
Somerset Railway for its June
5-7 Summer Diesel Festival, with

That same weekend, the Tanfield
Railway, believed to be the world’s

further guests set to be announced.
A mixed traction day will be staged
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The replica of the 1815 Steam Elephant from Beamish Museum showing one
avenue of the development of early steam locomotives. HOPETOWN DARLINGTON

pulling climax to the bicentenary

celebrations. However, it has been
scheduled to run on former S&DR
metals before then.

On April 19, 1842, the S&DR-backed
Bishop Auckland & Weardale Railway
opened its first station. Today, 18 miles
of the line comprised the heritage
Weardale Railway, now owned by
the Auckland Project. On March
18 this year, the Locomotion No. 1

replica completed eight miles of test
runs on the Great Central Railway
(Nottingham), which on April 5/6 held
its second-ever reunification gala
with the Great Central Railway to the
south. After this issue closed for press,
the replica was set to rejoin its train,
which was to be taken to Wolsingham
for testing on the Weardale Railway
prior to planned main line runs

in September.

oldest railway still operating,

on July 8.

Standard 4MT to join Poppy Line

THE Princess Royal Class Locomotive
Trust’s BR Standard 4MT 2-6-4T
No. 80080 is to be loaned to the
North Norfolk Railway for five years.
NNR general manager Graham
Hukins said: “The class is probably
the ideal heritage railway
locomotive, and | am sure the
engine will be well-suited to our
day-to-day services, dining trains,
and special trains such as the
Norfolk Lights Express, and it will
also be a popular performer at our

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

~ fleet on five-year loan agreement

special events. The locomotive is
scheduled to arrive in late May
and will be an extremely useful
addition to the fleet. | know
when classmates have visited

in the past, they have proved
popular with crews, visitors and
photographers alike.”

On March 31, the 4MT arrived
back at Butterley from the
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, where
it has been on loan since April 2021
and recently underwent repairs.

Heritagerailway.co.uk ¢



A1 Pacific No. 60163

Tornado heads the
Severn Valley Railway’s i
acclaimedsetof LNER y ”F‘“}
teak carriages on # B
‘October 8, 2015. Now, the
locomotive is to repeat .;' 33
'the featadecadeon. ‘gﬁ;i
KEVIN WH;KI' EWURST/SVR

train for

By Robin Jones

TWO examples of ground-breaking
21% century traction are to be the
special guests for the Severn Valley
Railway’s Trains Through The Ages
Railway 200 celebration on July 5/6.
Returning for another visit to the
line will be new-build A1 Peppercorn
Pacific No. 61063 Tornado, which
in a world-first has been fitted with
European Train Control System digital
technology and, as reported in Main
Line News, page 52, has not only just
been passed for main line running,
but has also been booked for the
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Railway Touring Company’s imminent
‘Great Britain XVII'land cruise, ending
the locomotive’s three-year absence
from commercial operations on

the network.

Tornado, which was completed in
2008 and which on April 12,2017,
set a new heritage sector record
by reaching a speed of 10Tmph on
the East Coast Main Line (Heritage
Railway issue 228), will during the
special weekend haul the SVR’s
unique set of LNER teak carriages,
which date back to 1922.

The second visitor will be
HydroFLEX, the UK’s first hydrogen-

HydroFLEX, the UK's first hydrogen-ready passenger train, has undergone 3000

miles of main line testing, reaching speeds of 90mph and travelling up the Lickey
Incline, the steepest on the UK network. PORTERBROOK

8 Heritagerailway.co.uk

Pre-order Issue 332: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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ready passenger train. Developed
and extensively tested by
Porterbrook at the Long Marston
Rail Innovation Centre, HydroFLEX,
a converted Class 319 EMU, contains
up to 277kg of hydrogen fuel, safely
contained in 36 high-pressure tanks.
A state-of-the-art system feeds this
into fuel cells, where a chemical
process converts the hydrogen and
oxygen from the air to generate
clean electricity, with water being the
only emission.

The SVR’s managing director,
Jonathan‘Gus’ Dunster, said: “These
two special guests mean we can
launch our Railway 200 event with
a real splash. We are delighted to
welcome back Tornado, which last
visited us in 2019, and we thank
The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust for
allowing it to run at our event. It's
going to look splendid with our set of
teak carriages.

“Equally exciting and definitely
bang up-to-date is HydroFLEX,
representing the latest in railway
technology. We are honoured that
Porterbrook is bringing it to our
event so as many people as possible
can see for themselves what the
future of rail holds.”

Porterbrook chief operating officer
Ben Ackroyd added: “With exciting
technology like this being developed,
we are confident that the railways’
most exciting days are ahead of us.

“We hope that experiencing this
innovative train up close will help to

il

Tornado joins UK's first hydrogen
SVR’s Railway 200 weekend

inspire the next generation to take
the baton and go even further”

Other attractions during the
weekend will be a display of narrow-
gauge locomotives dating from the
1800s at The Engine House, Highley.

Home-based GWR 4-6-0 No. 7802
Bradley Manor and GWR 0-4-2T
No. 1450 will also be hauling
carriages from the 1910s to the
1940s, and a heritage diesel paired
with a set of MK. 1 carriages from the
1950s.

In addition to HydroFLEX, other
examples of modern railway traction
will also be on display.

The weekend will offer the final
chance to see Inspiration, Railway
200’s exhibition train, before it leaves
the SVR to continue its nationwide
tour.

As reported in the last issue of
Heritage Railway, this unique train
Is making te first stop on its UK tour
at the SVR on June 26 to promote
the past, present and future of
the railway and inspire the next
generation of railway talent and
workers. As well as members of
the general public, the SVR will
welcome hundreds of children for
its programme of schools events
centred on Inspiration.
=¥ Tickets to visit /Inspiration between
June 27 and July 6 are free but must
be pre-booked online at svr.co.uk.
These tickets are for the exhibition
train only; travel tickets must be
booked separately.




Severn Valley in talks with insurers over landslip

By Robin Jones

THE Severn Valley Railway is currently
in discussions with insurers about
repairs for the major landslip at Mor
Brook bridge on January 29 and has
raised hopes that repairs could be
completed by the summer.

As reported in Heritage Railway
issue 329, the slippage forced
the closure of the northernmost
section of the ling, isolating its
Bridgnorth terminus.

SVR managing director Jonathan
‘Gus’ Dunster said: “We've had several
site meetings with the loss adjusters.
They are considering the situation
and will decide whether we have a
valid claim. Even if they decide we do
have a claim, the railway will have to
pay a large excess.
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“We are incredibly grateful to
supporters who have donated
£125,000 since we broke the news of
the landslip. This will play an essential
role in putting things right.”

In the meantime, the SVR has
sought a third repair quote from
contractor in addition to the two it
has already received.

Gus said: “As soon as we can give a
definite timescale for the repair work,
we will. No one is keener than we
are to get the full line back up and
running. However, even if we were
able to get spades in the ground in
the next few weeks, and that’s by no
means certain, it's going to take until
well into the summer before things
can be completed.

SVR staff have been working to
secure access for large plant and

LLLLLL

Above: An excavator removing debris
from the Mor Brook bridge landslip.
CHRIS BOND/SVR

Left: MP Stuart Anderson on his

February 27 visit to the Severn Valley
Railway. SVR
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equipment at the location and
dealing with statutory bodies such

as the local council regarding the
watercourse beneath the bridge.
They also need to arrange safe access
underneath the high-voltage power
cables there. Ongoing monitoring has
not detected any further movement
of the embankment, and the recent
dry weather is helping to keep things
in check.

South Shropshire MP Stuart
Anderson visited the railway and
offered to help in dealings with
statutory bodies to minimise any
delays in starting the works.

To donate to the fund for repairs,
visit https:// svr.co.uk/resilience/

Meanwhile, the Welshpool &

Llanfair Light Railway suffered a minor

landslip adjacent to the line on the
1-in-29 Golfa Bank, two miles outside

Left: The new
protective wall
being builton
the Welshpool
& Llanfair Light
Railway’s Golfa
Bank following
earthslippage
next to theline

on November 23.
WLLR

Welshpool, following heavy rain on
November 23.

While the track was not directly
affected, work needed to be carried
out to ensure there would be no
future issues. During the winter
a £16,000 project to build a new
protective wall was drawn up and
carried out by the railway’s track
gang, with additional help from other
volunteers and staff.

A WLLR statement said:“The railway
is very grateful to the many members
who rose to the challenge of
ensuring this project was successfully
carried out.”

Elsewhere, at Llanfair Caereinion,
the tearoom was refurbished over the
winter and will be serving breakfast,
lunches, snacks and drinks on all days
that the railway is open and also on
Wednesdays to Fridays.

Galatea makes it double Jubilees for Severn Valley spring gala

LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea
has joined the line-up for the

Severn Valley Railway’s April 18-21
Spring Steam Gala alongside fellow
guests sister No. 45596 Bahamas
and new-build GWR 4-6-0 No. 6880
Betton Grange.

It will be a happy homecoming
for Galatea, which was rescued
from Barry scrapyard in April 1980
and moved to the SVR originally to
provide a spare boiler for preserved
sister No. 45690 Leander. After being
sold, Galatea was stored at Tyseley
Locomotive works until 2002, when
it was bought by West Coast Railways
and given a complete rebuild at
Carnforth. The gala will be the first
time in has been back to the SVR
since leaving in 1994,

Betton Grange had been booked to
make its debut at the corresponding
event last year, but testing was not
completed in time.

GWR 4-6-0 No. 7802 Bradley Manor
Is expected to re-enter service at
the gala, alongside sister No. 7812
Erlestoke Manor. "This is likely to be
the only time both locos are seen
together at the SVR because No. 7812
goes off on hire to the West Somerset
Railway for an extended period

after our event,” said SVR managing
director Jonathan ‘Gus’ Dunster.

“We expect to have six locos in
steam, operating a busy timetable
between Kidderminster and
Hampton Loade, supplemented by
the DMU running shuttle services
between Kidderminster and Highley.
Trains will run from 7.55am until
the evening, with later trains on the
Friday and Saturday.”

Although Bridgnorth station
remains isolated from the rest of
the line because of the landslip at
Mor Brook, it will still feature in the
gala. GWR pannier No. 7714 will offer
footplate rides for an extra charge,
and the Railwayman's Arms and
refreshment rooms will also be open.

Also taking part in the gala will be
home-based BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0
No. 75069 and GWR 0-4-2T No. 1450.

On the concourse at Kidderminster
Town station, visitors will be able to
see number and date plates from
Locomotion No.1 which headed
the world’s first steam passenger
train on the Stockton & Darlington
Railway on September 27, 1825,
along with a nameplate from BR
2-10-0 No. 92220 Evening Star, the
last steam locomotive built for BR in
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LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45596 Galatea (carrying numbers for both 45627 Sierra

Leone and 45562 Alberta) at Ais Gill on July 13,2023, with a ‘Dalesman’ service
over the Settle & Carlisle route. DAVE WILSON

1960, and the smokebox plate from
LNER A4 Pacific No. 4498 Mallard,
which in 1938 set world steam speed
record which stands today. However,
while Locomotion was built in 1825, it
would not have carried a number or
name until at least the 1830s.

The plates were believed lost until
their current owner David Gray
unearthed them out of storage. His
grandfather Peter Gray was gifted

Write to us: Heritage Raivlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

them when he was the manager
at Darlington Locomotive Works in
the 1960s.

In October, the Locomotion plates
will go on sale via Railwayana
Auctions UK, after the company holds
a tour of UK railway venues during
Railway 200 celebration year, starting
with the SVR. Railwayana Auctions
will also offer a walk-in valuation
service at the gala.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 9



Flying Scotsman and all-new

exhibitions highlight Locomotion’s
celebrations for

By Robin Jones

A SUMMER-LONG festival with LNER
A3 Pacific No.60103 Flying Scotsman
back in residence, guest locomotive
line-ups, a visit from the Railway
200 Exhibition Train Inspiration, new
exhibitions and special events are
part of the Locomotion museum’s
2025 programme.

As reported last issue, in April the
museum will welcome Network Rail’s
8ft 10in bronze statue of Robert
Stephenson from outside Euston
station for a 10-year loan in the region
where the legendary railway pioneer
made his name.

The Railway Firsts exhibition
opened in February, featuring pivotal
moments that shaped the railways
and UK history through signalling-
themed pop-up displays. Famous and
unexpected firsts, from pioneering
feats of engineering to the railway’s
impact on our holiday habits, and
even the world'’s first fixed train toilet,
are waiting to be discovered.

Summer fun

Locomotion’s summer festival
returns for a second year from July
19 to August 31, with steam rides, a
pop-up beach, and Flying Scotsman
between July 26 and August 25,
offering rides and static display
days. From June until December,
the Young Railway Photographer of
the Year exhibition will be on show,
shining the spotlight on the artistic
flair and passion for rail of the UK’s

brightest young photographic talent.

The Greatest Gathering gets even greater!

By Robin Jones

BRITAIN'S biggest-ever event
grouping of historic rail vehicles -

The Greatest Gathering, to be staged

e

The bicentenary of the world’s
first steam-hauled passenger train is
being marked in County Durham and
Tees Valley by the S&DR200 festival
programme, in which Locomotion is
a major delivery partner, as well as a
partner in Railway 200.

The museum will run an expanded
schools and family programme
throughout 2025, with hands-on
activities, STEM workshops and
storytelling sessions. Over the
Easter break, activities will focus
on movement and journeys, while
learning activities over the early May
Bank Holiday weekend will be themed
around the trailblazers of the Stockton
& Darlington Railway.

Inspiration will be stationed at
Locomotion from September 20 until
October 1, including the 200th S&DR
anniversary weekend of September
26-28. Curated in partnership with
the National Railway Museum, it will,

at Alstom’s Litchurch Lane site in
Derby on August 1-3 — has added
more top-name locomotives to
the guest list. Joining the sell-out
premier Railway 200 programme

&D
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as reported last issue, visit more than
60 destinations, telling the story of
the past, present and future of the

railways through interactive exhibition

carriages, with a mission to promote
careers in rail.

The replica of Locomotion No. 1,
which has been newly overhauled to
modern main line running standards,
will bypass Locomotion during its run
on September 26.

Home to the largest collection of
historic locomotives under cover
in Europe, it will be bolstered with
special line-ups of loaned rail vehicles
during the late May bank holiday,
throughout the summer festival, and
again in September.

In October, West Side Story, a major
new touring exhibition that explores
the story of the S&DR, will arrive at
Locomotion.

The Brick Alley Lego user group
will return for another weekend of

event, for which all 24,000 tickets
have been sold, are Severn Valley
Railway flagship GWR 4-6-0 No. 4930
Hagley Hall and shedmate LMS
Stanier mogul No. 13268.

West Coast Railways is sending
LMS Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea
alongside previously announced LMS
4-6-0 No. 46115 Scots Guardsman and

with an LMS ‘Black Five, the identity of

which is to be confirmed.
LMS Princess Royal 4-6-2 No. 46203
Princess Margaret Rose, from the

Left: Electriclocomotive No. 12 Sarah
Siddons at Barbican station while
taking part on the Metropolitan
Railway 150" anniversary

celebrations on January 14, 2013.
ROGER CARVELL/ALSTON

10 Heritagerailway.co.uk

R200 year

Above: The world’s first fixed train

toilet on display in Locomotion.
SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP

Left: The Railway Firsts exhibition at
Locomotion. SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP

creativity in November, featuring
railway scenes created from Lego and
interactive building activities.

The Friends of the National Railway
Museum North East is bringing a new
season of free talks to Locomotion on
selected dates.

Unique year
Head of Locomotion, Sarah Price,
said: “As the nation marks the
bicentenary of the modern railway,
Locomotion will right at the heart of
the celebrations.

“This will be a year like no other.
We are excited to welcome visitors
from all over the world to be a part of
history in the making, as we celebrate
the past, present and future of the
railways in the place where it all
began.”

Admission to Locomotion is free. For
more about activities and experiences,
visit www.locomotion.org.uk

200

Years of Train Travel
1826-2028
Midland Railway — Butterley will
also attend, along with GWR 4-6-0
No. 6023 King Edward Il from Didcot
Railway Centre.

Already booked were Furness
Railway A5 No. 20, LNWR Webb Coal
Tank No. 1054, Merchant Navies
Nos. 35018 British India Line and
35028 Clan Line, LMS Jubilee 4-6-0
No. 45596 Bahamas and LNER A4
No. 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley.

Metropolitan Railway No.12 Sarah
Siddons, Britain's oldest operational
main line electric locomotive, will be
appearing too.

As reported in Heritage Railway
issue 322, No. 12 was equipped with
new a wheelset and repainted by

Pre-order Issue 332: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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GWR 2-6-2T No. L150 at Bronwydd Arms during the Gwili Railway’s 6 for 60 Gala.
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Parker and will now remain in Carmarthenshire permanently. FOX & EDWARDS EVENTS/GWILI RAILWAY

Gwili buys small prairie from Bill Parker

By Owen Hayward

A LONG-HELD ambition for
volunteers at the Gwili Railway
became a reality on March 31, when
the line confirmed that it has bought
GWR small prairie No. 5521 (currently
running in London Transport livery
as No. L150) from Bill Parker, giving
the Carmarthenshire venue its own
resident Western Region locomotive.

The announcement followed the
Gwili’s successful 6 for 60 gala (see
feature, pages 82/83), which saw
three GWR locomotives working
between Abergwili Junction and
Llwyfan Cerrig for the first time since
BR closed the line.

Gwili chairman Matt Bowen said:
“It has been a long-held ambition to
own our own GWR engine and
No. L150 is sure to be a big attraction
for the railway.

Arlington Fleet Services at Eastleigh
work before returning to the capital
last August. London Underground
is also loaning Class 438 4TC No. 428
and LMS saloon No. 45029 for the
Alstom event.

Also appearing will be Class 20
No. 20007, the UK'’s oldest operational
main line diesel, which entered
service in 1957, together with sister
No. 20205.

Both are visiting courtesy of
Michael Owen and subject to
operational availability.

The Class 125 Group is sending
Class 43 power car No. 43159, the
world’s fastest diesel, which reached
148mph in 1987 (see also News, page
20), which will be accompanied by
four High Speed Train Mk. 3 coaches,
all of which were built at Litchurch
Lane.

The Rail Operations Group will be

“It will see good use on regular
five-car sets on the four-mile line. We

are delighted that we have been able

to reach agreement with Mr Parker
for the purchase and must thank our
supporters who helped to make the
purchase possible at short notice.”

Bill said: “The Gwili Railway
is a delightful line in rural West
Wales, and | can't think of a better
home for the locomotive. Given
its connections with London
Underground, | had been discussing
about it remaining in the London
area for more than a year. No. L150
was in Wales for only a few days
before the Gwili made an offer for
it, which | was happy to accept. | am
sure it will flourish there.”

No. L150 is set to make its railway-
owned debut on May 5, double-
heading with visiting GWR 0-6-0PT
No. 6430 on loan from the South

providing a Class 37, expected to be
No. 37501 Teesside Steelmaster, again
subject to operational availability.

Southern will be represented by
Class 465 Networker EMU No. 465908
Chris Green, an example of a class
which entered service in 1992, and
which was recently repainted inits
original Network SouthEast livery at
Wabtec in Doncaster.

Also booked to attend is the
Porterbrook HydroFLEX train, as
pictured on Headline News, page 8.

The Greatest Gathering will also be
attended by the Railway 200 unique
exhibition train Inspiration, curated
in partnership with the National
Railway Museum, with the four Mk. 3
carriages provided by Network Rail,
as reported last issue.

More details of guest locomotives
and stock can be found at www.
alstom.com/greatest-gathering

Devon Railway. The occasion will
also be the last day in traffic for the
pannier tank before its withdrawal
for overhaul.

Builtin 1927, No. 5521 gained
international fame when it
appeared at Wolsztyn open days
in Polan between 2007 and 2009,
and has even travelled as far east
as Budapest, in Hungary, where it
piloted the Venice Simplon-Orient-
Express out of Nyugati station in

September 2007. In 2008 it operated

scheduled passenger trains out of

Wroclaw, Poland. In 2013 it was given

its current guise as No. L150 for the
150" anniversary celebrations of the
Metropolitan Line, during which it
was also given a cut-down cab.

When asked if it would retain its LT
colours in Wales, Matt said: “We will
see out this year first and then make
a decision during the winter.”
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GWR 4-6-0 No.

all prairie has been bought from Bill .

Merchant Navy
society offers
summer steam
coach tour

THE General Steam Navigation
Locomotive Restoration Society
will host a summer weekend
coach tour taking in heritage lines
in the South West.

The venture is a bid to
raise funds for the long-term
restoration of Merchant Navy
Pacific No. 35011 General Steam
Navigation.

With overnight stays at
Torquay’s Derwent Hotel, the
August 15-18 trip will visit the
South Devon, Bodmin, and
Dartmouth Steam railways,
with pick-ups scheduled
from Swindon bus station,
Marlborough, Devizes, Calne
and Chippenham.

The excursion is offered as
half board accommodation
with evening entertainment at
the hotel, and is priced at £439
per person. The society will also
receive a £30 donation from
Pewsey Vale Coaches, which
is supporting the trip, when
society members quote their
membership during booking.
Places can be reserved by
calling 01225 685707.

Following last year’s decision
by the National Heritage
Lottery Fund to decline further
grant aid for the restoration
of No. 35011, the Swindon &
Cricklade Railway, its base for six
years, asked the society to find it
a new home as a Merchant Navy
does not align with its future
vision and business plan.

'''''''''
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Severn Valley Railway locomotives to attend The Greatest Gathering. SVR

Derby Litchurch Lane, which was
opened by the Midland Railway in
1876, is one of the world’s largest
rolling stock factories.

Write to us: Heritage Raivlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Alston said the event organisers
were aware that scammers were
trying to sell fake tickets and warned
the public to beware.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 11



By Owen Hayward

THE overhaul of the sole-surviving
LNER J21, No. 65033, which once

ran through Kirkby Stephen on the
Stockton & Darlington Railway, may
see it return to service before the
end of 2026 following the placement
of the order for its new main frames.

With the tender completely rebuilt
and resplendent in a first gloss
coat of green, a key milestone was
reached in the Heritage Lottery
Fund-backed project at the end of
March with the ordering of new
frames by Locomotive Maintenance
Services Ltd in Loughborough.

Built in March 1889 by the North
Eastern Railway, No. 65033 once
ran through Kirkby Stephen East
on what is now the Stainmore
Railway, its preservation home and
a route that once formed part of the
S&DR. It has not run since 1983 at
Beamish, with several false starts at
restoring it having taken place in the
Intervening yeatrs.

Locomotive Conservation &
Learning Trust chairman Toby
Watkins said: “At long last, our
supporters and fellow enthusiasts
can enjoy watching the J21 come
together for a 2026 steaming. The
need for new frames has long since
been explained, but there has been
no point cutting large and expensive
new metal until we were in a
position to use it.
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New frames kick-start race
for J21 2026 return ambitions

J21 No. 52033 outside the Locomotion museum in Shildon on January 8, 2016.

ROB HODGKINS/CREATIVE COMMONS

“Furthermore, the decision to wait
until the frames were needed was
also an engineering choice.

“By waiting until the axleboxes
were finished, we now have precise
measurements to inform the cutting
of the horn guides so that they fit
perfectly without any nugatory
machining and so on.”

The decision to build up the largely
new tender first allowed the team at
LMS to free up workshop space and
create a vehicle that could be easily
shunted around, in turn making
the creation of a locomotive rolling
chassis this year that much easier.

The overhaul has taken much
longer than planned and is currently

at least £100,000 over budget.
Toby said:“The LCLT and LMS team
presented a very cautious cost
estimate to the Heritage Fund,
anticipating a very extensive
overhaul.

“However, even this estimate was
not enough.

“Rather than keep promising
return-to-steam dates that we
repeatedly fail to meet, we have
instead kept our powder dry until
now, when we are firmly on the path
to steaming the loco in 2026 for
the first time in nearly 40 years, as
people like to back a winner.

“To do that though, we need to
raise a further £70,000.”

The LCLT continues to raise funds
to complete the project. Details on
membership to the 876 Club and
1889 Club can be found by visiting
www.lclt.org.uk

Meanwhile, the Stainmore
Railway Company has recently
commenced with another HLF-
funded project — the rebuild of
the Junction signalbox, which will
return the station throat to its 1950s
appearance.

Supported by a £213,000 grant to
mark the bicentenary of the S&DR,
the SRC has already raised the £4500
necessary to provide drawings and
surveys to inform the subsequent
rebuild that could begin as soon as
this year.

SRC director Mike Thompson said:
“Restoring the 1861 S&DR "box
with minimal signals for the 2025
bicentenary has been phase one,
rebuilding the Junction 'box will be
phase two, and the return of a full
gantry would be phase three.

“However, we don't anticipate
getting any external funding
towards the Junction '‘box and so we
are keen to start fundraising soonest
in order to have the necessary
£45,000 ready to begin the work.

“Indeed, the £4500 we need to
produce the drawings has already
been found, and we look forward
to a healthy response to our
subsequent appeal, called Jumpstart
the Junction.”

Former Merseyside trams trio boost for Crich

THREE historic Merseyside trams
have officially joined the collection
at Crich Tramway Village, home of
The National Tramway Museum

in Derbyshire.

Over several days in March,
Liverpool Corporation Tramways
No. 762, Birkenhead Corporation
Tramways No. 20 and Wallasey
Corporation Tramways No. /8 were
carefully transported more than

90 miles from their base at Wirral
Transport Museum to their new
home. They have been transferred
from the Merseyside Tramway
Preservation Society (MTPS),

a transport restoration group
established in 1960 by Liverpool
University students who wanted
to save one of the city’s famous
‘Green Goddess'trams, which was
then operating in Glasgow. This
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tram, Liverpool 869, later joined the
collection at Crich.

Due to recent changesin
management at the Wirral museum,
the MTPS decided to rehome these
three trams, donating them to Crich.

National Tramway Museum
CEO Graham Bennett said: “Our
conservation workshop team will be
assessing the trams in due course
to determine the work needed to

Wallasey 78 arrived safely. NTM

enable them to operate on our tracks
in the future!

The new Tram Stop Cafe in the
village was set to be officially opened
by Claire Ward, the Mayor of the East
Midlands, on April 5. The largest
development at the attraction for
20 years represents a major advance
in visitor facilities, and it has been
funded entirely by donors and the
charity’s own resources.
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Now outshopped in the full LMR livery fo
Basra awaits departure from Lakeside station on March 30 during the LHR’s diesel
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Visiting the Lakeside & Haverthwaite for a brief spell to appear on some

photographic charters, LYR A class No. 52322 approaches Newby Bridge with a
single brake van during a gauging run on March 26. WILL SMITH/LHR

LLakeside revives Longmoor with shunter repaint

DESPITE the devout following that
exists for Hampshire's renowned
Longmoor Military Railway, very few
of the 13 locomotives that survive
from its once hefty fleet have retained
the striking livery that was applied to
stock there, with those that have all
being steam traction.

That situation changed when,
on March 28, the Lakeside &
Haverthwaite Railway completed a
repaint of Class 11 No. 7120 into its
former LMR identity of No. 878 Basra.

Built by the LMS at Derby in 1945,
No. 7120 was delivered new to the
War Department, spending the
majority of its working life at military

depots including the LMR, Bicester,
Shoeburyness and Welford.

Until recently it had carried plain
black livery; it was pictured in 2005
with the main bodywork in blue
and LMR lettering on the engine
bay doors, although the livery was
inauthentic as it omitted the red
chassis amid other inaccuracies. With
the shunter due for a freshen-up, the
opportunity was taken to revive its
former identity, with evidence of its
past LMS and WD schemes uncovered
as the bodywork was rubbed down
in preparation. While the LMR livery
has been carried by numerous steam
locomotives, it is believed that this

is the first time a diesel has worn the
complete livery in the heritage era.
The unveiling took place as part
of a Branch Line Society‘all tracks’
visit to the railway, which preceded
the March 29/30 diesel gala starring
the freshly-outshopped Class 11
alongside the two resident BR Class
03 shunters, Class 20 No. 20214, and
BR Class 110 DMU, all of which seldom
make appearances on passenger
services on the LHR. A railway
spokesman advised that the weekend
had been “well-supported”and
passenger numbers “were very good”
for what was the line’s first enthusiast-
focused event for some years.

Meanwhile, LYR A class 0-6-0
No. 52322 arrived at Haverthwaite on
March 24, undergoing a test run along
the 3.5 miles line to Lakeside two days
later, during which it retrieved some
ballast hoppers.

The locomotive was booked to star
in some photographic charters on
April 2/3, before being rostered to
work public service trains at the start
of the LHR’s main operating season on
April 5/6.

No. 52322 has visited the LHR
once before, appearing there in
1982 during which it was used
In a filming contract for the 1982
mini-series Wagner.

Grosmont goes west for BR blue charter

NORTHERN Diesel Photo Charters
held its latest event on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway on Sunday,
March 23, when the line’s BR blue
diesel fleet was lined up outside
Deviation Shed at Grosmont MPD
for the occasion.

Charter organiser Chris Gee, who is
also chairman of NYMR plc, said that
the aim was to recreate an essence

m———
y ————
—
——
e——

[5

Nos. 37264, 31128,47077 North Star and No. 08238 line up outside Grosmont

LY

of a South Wales/Bristol area depot
in 1979-82.

All of the locomotives taking part
had been allocated to Bristol and
South Wales depots at some point
during those four years.

Class 47 No. 47077 North Star
was a Cardiff Canton engine, Class

08 No. 08238 and Class 3131128
were allocated to Bristol Bath Road,

MPD. CHRIS GEE

and Class 37 No. 37264 was briefly
allocated to Landore.

“The event was attended by 40
people and raised £1800 for the
NYMR,” said Chris.

“It will hopefully see a resumption
in in-house photo charters, along
with a programme of further diesel
events aimed at enthusiasts and
raising funds.”

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9Y 6LZ.

‘Small trio
‘band together

~ THE Apedale Valley Light Railway,

. the West Lancashire Light Railway
~and Amerton Railway have signed an
agreement to forge closer ties.

All are 2ft gauge, entirely

. volunteer managed and operated,
rely heavily on steam traction, and

. are underpinned by charitable
organisations. Recognising the

.~ similarities in the organisations, a

~ memorandum of understanding has
been agreed between the trio to

. foster closer working and the sharing
of good practice and knowledge.

West Lancashire chairman Mike

Spall said: “In an era of increasing

. pressures on heritage railways, we
are better working in cooperation

. rather than in competition. The three
organisations have always worked

. together — and many people are

. already members of at least two of

~ the railways. Rather than three small

. organisations, we can now speak and
~ influence with one voice.

“All three will, of course, remain

~ separate and distinct, with their

~ own memberships and associated
~ charities, but this agreement will

~ open up further opportunities for
.~ each organisation.”

Heritagerailway.couk 13



Weymouth days:
the S wanage gala way

By Owen Hayward

AN exceedingly busy and gala-
filled March was rounded off in
glorious sunshine on the Dorset
coast as the Swanage Railway’s own
steam weekend once again drew
in the crowds as it paid tribute to
Weymouth sheds — with a little bit of
Great Western in the mix.

The three-day gala spanning March
28-30 saw six locomotives in action

along the six miles between Swanage
and Norden, with two of that number

comprising visiting engines. Fresh
from its appearance at the Bluebell
Railway’s branch line weekend
earlier in the month (see feature,

Right: A sight
once common
on the branch,
2MT No. 41313
passes Swanage
signalbox as it
runs positions
itself for its
next working.
ANDREW PM
WRIGHT

Below: A crowd
of people marvel
at Pitchford Hall
as it works the
engineering train
out of Norden

on March 30.
ANDREW PM
WRIGHT

14 Heritagerailway.co.uk

pages 70-72), BR Standard 2MT
No. 41313 rounded off its mainland
holiday with an appearance on the
Purbeck Isles, before returning to its
home across the Solent at the Isle
of Wight Steam Railway. The class
was ubiquitous across the Southern
Region in BR days; while the 0-4-4T
M7 was perhaps best associated with
this coastal branch, examples of the
2-6-2T were also found operating
here, including Nos. 41284 and
41301, which worked the Wareham-
Swanage portion of the February 27,
1966 ‘Dorset Belle' railtour.

Making a rare outing from its Epping
Ongar Railway home in Essex, GWR
4-6-0 No. 4953 Pitchford Hall was the

A
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second visitor lined up to attend, with
the event taking on — intentionally or
otherwise — a distinct Weymouth shed
flavour.

Former Western shed
Opened in 1885, it remained a
Western Region depot until its transfer
to the Southern in 1958 — just nine
years prior to its closure to steam on
July 9, 1967. As such, a cross-section of
different classes of varying sizes from
across the GWR, SR and even LMS,
could be found stabled there, with the
likes of SR’s Bulleid Pacifics and WR's
Manors and Halls among them.

While the visit of Pitchford Hall
brought with it the accolade of being

4 | '
- e e
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s

the first Hall to reach Swanage, the
WR 4-6-0s would have regularly
worked trains down to Weymouth,
with some even having made it to
Bournemouth travelling via Reading
and Basingstoke.

With No. 4953 having been allocated
to Bristol Bath Road between 1929
and 1950, it may too have once been
found working through Evershot on
workings bound for elsewhere along
the Dorset coastline.

The visitors supplemented an
already impressive home fleet line-up,
which comprised two light Pacifics in
the form of West Country No. 34070
Manston (which retains a weathered
BR-era appearance) and Battle of
Britian No. 34072 257 Squadron, which
nad arrived back from the Mid-Hants
Railway on March 25, having been on
nire there since last spring.

U class No. 31806 and LSWR T3
No. 563 rounded off the roster, with
the latter managing the six-coach
rakes with ease.

When first returned to operational
condition in 2023, No. 563 was not
so free-steaming and struggled to
manage three coaches.

Since then, work to fine-tune the
veteran 4-4-0 has vastly improved
its pulling capabilities, putting itin a
strong position ahead of its upcoming
visit to the MHR for that line’s April
25-27 steam gala.

The six locomotives alternated
between the two carriage sets, one of
which included the luxurious ‘Devon
Belle' observation saloon.

Furthermore, something which has
become a staple of Swanage steam
galas is the engineering train, which
this time had grown to include three
Turbot spoil wagons and five Dogfish
ballast hoppers, complete with brake
van at each end of the consist. Visitors
sampled life as a guard with trips
aboard the Queen Mary bogie brake
van which formed part of this set.

Pre-order Issue 332: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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Uclass
crossing. JAMES CUMMINS

Unlike previous galas, services
were unable to traverse the 3.5 miles
beyond Norden towards the limit
of operations at Frome Bridge, just
short of the main line connection
at Wareham, owing to a bridge
awaiting repairs along this section, the
structure having been damaged by a
bridge strike in August 2024.

Glorious weekend

Event organiser Alexander Atkins,

a volunteer driver, director of the
Swanage Railway Trust, a company
director, and the company’s new
commercial director, said:“This year’s
spring gala has been a particularly
special one for the Swanage Railway,
seeing the return of a GWR Hall to
Dorset for the first time since the
1960s and the return of an Ivatt Class
2 Tank, which was a class synonymous
with the branch and its history.

“We were blessed with sunshine
on all three days and the weather
certainly reflected the atmosphere of
the event.

“My thanks go to everyone for their
efforts in putting on another excellent
event. We now look forward to our
other events for the year, particularly

06 leads West Country No. 34072 257
Squadron away from Swanage and towards Tin Bath

the upcoming diesel gala in May,
the Roads to Rail steam rally in
June, and our autumn steam gala
in September.”

Swanage Railway Company
chairman Gavin Johns added:"“The
Spring Steam Gala, our first major
event of 2025 - the year when we
celebrate throughout Britain the

200th anniversary of passenger trains
— was very successful.

“Many visitors to the Isle of Purbeck
enjoyed the glorious, sunny weather
to see, ride and experience the
Swanage Railway in all its glory.

“We are grateful to everyone for
their hard work in producing and
managing the event, which saw our

Write to us: Heritage Raivlway, Kelsey Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.
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Left: No. 4953,
carryinga
train reporting
number and
headboard for
the ‘Cornish
Riviera Express
jubilee of 1954,
approaches Tin
Bath crossing
with a Swanage-
bound working
on March 29.
JAMES CUMMINS

r

Above: The
visiting 2MT
leads No. 34070
Manston towards
Woodyhyde with
the ‘Devon Belle’
observation
saloon tucked
just behind the
Bulleid Pacific.
OWEN HAYWARD

Left: Six-coach
trains prove

no problem for
LSWRT34-4-0
No.563 as it
approaches Corfe
Viaduct witha
Norden-bound
service. KAORU
AKAGAWA

home fleet of steam locomotives
representing the Southern and the
much-appreciated visiting engines
representing the Great Western
and British Railways — all creating
a unique atmosphere that many
people enjoyed.”

To book for future events, visit
www.swahagerailway.co.uk
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A Western to Buckfastleigh!
A CLASS 52 Western diesel hydraulic
will be seen on the South Devon
Railway for the first time in 35 years
on May 10.

Vintage Trains will run‘The South
Devon Explorer’ from Birmingham
New Street, Widney Manor, Warwick
Parkway, Banbury and Oxford via
the Chilterns and the Great Western
Main Line into Bristol Temple Meads
behind D1015 Western Champion.
From there, D1015 will run unassisted
by another locomotive for a run to
Plymouth.

After nearly three hours in the

maritime city, the train will head
back to Bristol, stopping at Totnes for
a return trip over the South Devon
Railway to Buckfastleigh. The last
time a Class 52 was seen on this
heritage line was D1023 Western
Fusilier in 1990.

Tickets are available in Pullman
Dining, First Class and Tourist Class,
with a discount for junior travellers.
For more details and to book, visit
https://vintagetrains.co.uk/the-south-
devon-explorer/ or telephone 0121
/708 4960.

Turning back the clock

TO cope with an anticipated boost in
passenger numbers this summer and
a need for faster turnaround times,
the Darjeeling Hamalayan Railway’s
Kurseong turntable, last used in

1943, has been revived by the Katihar
division of Indian Railways. Turntables
in Darjeeling, Rongtong and other
stations are set to follow.

Swanage bridge repaired
following collision

THE 1884-built brick and iron bridge
carrying the Swanage Railway over
Grange Road between Stoborough
Heath and Creech Botton, damaged
when it was struck by a vehicle last
August, underwent £90,000 of repairs
by specialist contractors for five days
from April 7. The repairs will allow
maintenance trains and passenger
services to run over it again.

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway
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By Sally Clifford

THE Ribble Steam Railway marked the

start of its March 29/30 spring steam
gala with Peckett 0-6-0ST No. 1935 of
1937 Hornet making its heritage era
debut after 45 years.

Held at the Chain Caul Road site in
Preston, the event saw Hornet join the

.~ active home fleet for the first time,

entertaining visitors following an
eight-year restoration project which
involved a full boiler refurbishment.

Built for Black Park Colliery Co Ltd,

just south of Chirk in Denbighshire,
. Hornet, typical of the small saddle
. tanks built for industrial service, is
- also the only survivor of Peckett’s

Greenhithe class, which featured a
lowered footplate and cab for working
under restricted loading gauges.
Following the closure of Black Park
Colliery, Hornet went to Weston Rhyn
locomotive shed, working on the NCB
line to Ifton Colliery in Shropshire.
In November 1968, the locomotive

was moved to Bersham Colliery, near
. Wrexham, where it remained until the

end of its working life in March 1980,

to be replaced by diesel traction. It
was rescued by the RSR three years
later, before being cosmetically
restored and placed in the RSR’s
museum.

Hornet's owner, Dave Watkins, a
director and chairman at the RSR, said
enthusiasts from Bersham Colliery
had been tracking its progress and
attended the gala.

Unique among peers

“It has been a long period of time, and
Hornet is the only one in my collection
which | actually saw working in
industry,” said a delighted Dave.“It's

Hornet runs again after
nearly half a century!

Peckett Hornet
returns to the
action forthe
first time in the
heritage era,
giving brake van
rides atiits Ribble
Steam Railway
home on March
30.

GARY SEVERN/RSR

also a tribute to the lads who have
worked on it

Hornet pulled the railway’s inaugural
brake van rides, which are intended
to expand the offering for visitors,
using Southern Railway ‘Queen Mary’
bogie brake van No. 56299, which was
ouiltin 1936 and came from Peak Rail
oefore being restored by the Preston
Docks wagon group.

Joining Hornet in service during
the gala were Furness Railway 0-4-0
No. 20, Borrows 0-4-OWT No. 48 of
1906 The King, Grant Richie 0-4-0T
No. 272 of 1894 and Barclay 0-4-0ST
No. 1969 of 1929 JN Derbyshire.

Newly-overhauled Robert Stephenson
& Co 0-6-0T No. 2730 of 1891 Twizell
powers the first freight of the day

away from East Tanfield and through
the woods on the Tanfield Railway

on March 30. The event was the first
Freight Train Day of the line’s Tanfield
300 year, celebrating the world’s oldest
working railway.

Twizzell was delivered new to James
Joicey & Company’s Beamish Railway
in County Durham. Owned by Beamish
Museum, itis too big for its running
lineand is onlong-termloan to
Tanfield. In late 2018 it was withdrawn
from service following issues with its
boiler. Followin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>