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THE KING TO PICKERING

l GREAT CENTRAL 50-WAGON SPECTACULAR SEEN FROM THE SKY HLLANGOLLEN'’S
NEW CORWEN STATION WELCOMES FIRST PUBLICTRAINS H SPRING GALAS STUNNING
SUCCESSESIN HEATWAVE B WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY CELEBRATES CENTENARY
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Trade in with Hattons for payment within 1 or 2 days of your items arriving with us!
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FRECISION RAILROAD MODELS

Take our 60 second quiz and immediately learn if
we can make an offer on your collection!
www.HattonsModelMoney.com/quiz

Get cash for your items in just four easy steps...

QQ €)® O%

Offer Send

Pay

Prepare & submit a list Murxpert starl will revicw Once the offer is accepted, ltems are checked, the offer con-
of your items online or send your list and create your send your items to us. firmed and payment made via Bank
spreadsheets, documents or bespoke valuation. Transfer, Cheque or PayPal.

photographs to us via our website.

3 call us on: 0151 305 1755

Opening times: Mon to Sun 9:30am to Tpm / 2pm - 5:15pm
Email us at: preowned@hattons.co.uk

() 17 Montague Road, Widnes, WA8 8FZ

Get in touch with our
friendly team...

O

www.hattonsmodelmoney.com
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Britain’s biggest operational steam locomotive acquires an LNER flavour: At an invitation-only event at former Steam Dreams chairman David Buck’s private garden
railway near Windsor on June 24, his Finnish Hr1 4-6-2 No. 1016 Lady Patricia, which returned to steam earlier this year, was displayed in its new guise as apple green-
liveried British Railways No. 91016 complete with lion-and-wheel logo on its tender when it ran along David’s 300-yard 5ft gauge track. Both taller and wider than
British Pacifics including Flying Scotsman and Mallard, he bought the locomotive in 2009 from British businessman Nigel Sill, who had imported several Finnish steam
locomotives for a failed scheme to build a railway at a theme park in Cornwall.

Hr1s were the biggest passenger locomotives built or used in Finland until 1963, when Hr12 class diesels took over. Along with German Class 10s, the Hr1s were the
last Pacifics built in Europe before the end of the steam era. David, who owned apple green-livered B1 4-6-0 No. 61306 Mayflower before selling it and Steam Dreams to
Locomotive Services Group, first returned No. 1016 to steamin 2013. At the event, itran alongside residents Aveling & Porter flywheel-driven four-wheeler No. 8800 of

1917 Sir Vincent (pictured left) and Barclay 0-4-0ST No. 699 Swanscombe on the circular standard-gage track. ROBIN JONES
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Sharp Stewart 0-4-OSWTT No. 19B
for use on his private railway, before
commissioning the construction of
a superb pair of replica matching
coaches, and also now to the
recently-formed Darjeeling Tank
Locomotive Trust which, as
reported in Headline News, has
bought the entire train for the
enjoyment and education of home
audiences.

No. 19B has now been moved
to the private Statfold Barn
Railway near Tamworth, which, as highlighted in
our special feature on pages 86-88, has undergone
a phenomenal transformation during the past
few years into a major multi-use attraction that is
now - for the first time — open to public visitors five
days a week.

Undoubtedly, No. 19 and its carriages will add
to the venue’s appeal as a defining repository of
classic narrow gauge stock from around the world

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

of the positively in the sector
which, in many ways, has been
swimming against the tide of the
cost of living crisis.

The June heatwave brought
bumper attendances at many
galas, while a new era began
at the Llangollen Railway with
the opening of its long-awaited

“The sector has
shown that given
a fair wind and
widespread support
from the public and
VOlunteerS, |'[ can permanent Corwen terminus,
. ,»  Wwhile in Scotland the die-hard
SUurvive and Succeed- grafters of the Alford Valley

Community Railway have restored
public passenger trains after six years literally in
the wilderness, during which time much of the site
became overgrown.

Yes, current times are proving difficult for many,
but the sector has shown that given a fair wind
and widespread support from the public and
volunteers, it can survive and succeed. It must.

Robin Jones Editor

GREAT RATES SEE PAGE30  m -

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3
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Headline News 6
B King Charles makes visit to
Pickering behind Flying Scotsman

B Narrow gauge pioneers recognised
in King'’s birthday honours list

B Adrian Shooter’s Darjeeling B saved
by trust for UK audiences

B Appeal to extend Welsh coal
mining submitted

B Direct-to-cab delivery by Amazon
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F i A1X ‘Terrier’ No.72 Fenchurch venture across the Solent. Celebrating the centenary of the formation of the Southern
News IR} Railway, resident classmate No. W11 Newportand LSWR 02 No. W24 Calbourne werealso in action, rotating between =S
= Pendennis Cast| kes Epbi L freightand passenger workings. The two-coach push-pull set was also in service, with No. W11 alongside the other W Al
endennisasieInakes tpping $%) Edwardian-era four-wheel carriages. On June 24, Nos. 72 and W11 double-head a rake of four-wheeled carriages on the [}
Ongar gala most successful to date 't approach to Whitefield crossing, between Smallbrook and Ashey. JOHN FAULKNER/IOWSR
m Pioneering Ford diesel-electric .. COVER: Seaside in view, big time: LNER Class A4 No 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley, with Class 47 No. 47712 on therear,isseen ¥
locomotive set for restoration ¥+, at Goodrington Sands on the Dartmouth Steam Railway working the Saphos Trains 1227 7.40am Slough to Kingswear
= NRM Wonderlab to be opened in ':;_: ‘English Riviera Express’ tour on Jun 3.COLIN WALLACE
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B Royal visitor officially opens Aln
Valley’s Greenrigg Halt

m Brighton Belle coach sold for £1 Reglﬂars Features

B James Bond film’s cast and crew )

reunite at Nene Valley Railway Subscribe Today 30

m Bittern to be overhauled by Sir Nigel Railwayana 70 Tyseley’s four Castles spectacular

Gresley's owning group Geoff Courtney’s regular column. sees new horizons dawn

B New ‘green’loco for Bure Valley Centre The Tyseley Locomotive Works open weekend proved to be a high point
A stunning aerial shot of the in the centenary celebrations for Charles Collett's GWR Castle class — and
Great Central’s 50-wagon train was immediately followed by the opening of its new carriage shed to
crossing Swithland Reservoir. begin another chapter in this depot’s proud history, reports John Titlow.

OWEN HAYWARD

b '?"u

58 Main Line Itinerary 65

: : : Steam and heritage diesel
m Vintage Trains trip tackles the iltours

Lickey Incline with double Castles
B Jornado’s return delayed again by Platform 20

Main Line News

Where your views matter most.

need for further repairs Off the Shelf o4

B Surprise locomotive naming
bonars Bathfnders Btk Latest book and DVD releases.

Up & Running 96
With Full Reaulator 66 Guide to railways running days
Don Benn Iooksgat workings by ‘Black SN EVents Over Lhe Summer.
Fives'including No. 44932 in 2023 The Month Ahead 106

and out of Marylebone in 1964.

4 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 309: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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Next stop: Corwen

In a short few years, North Wales’s
only standard gauge heritage line
has gone from teetering on the brink
of collapse to the realisation of a
near 50-year dream. Owen Hayward
made a return visit to the line as it
celebrated the full opening of the
Corwen extension.

From the Himalayas to
Fellumpa Village

The award-winning Statfold Barn
Railway has undergone a radical
expansion programme with a host
of new attractions —including a
unique village home to a new breed
of fictional characters with family
appeal, reports Robin Jones.
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Model news 82
Rails of Sheffield reveals new GWR
Welsh Highland centenary saloons, plus L&B structures from T
Celebrating the new-found success Kernow Model Centre. | HERI]
of a once unsuccessful venture, the L RA] =
final weekend of June was a three- :
day celebration for the North Wales
narrow gauge line, which when first
constructed could very well have
quickly vanished, reports Owen
Hayward.

H#,.mw R Like us facebook.com/
SR e e T AT heritagerailwa
Dockside delights 84 9 J
With the announcement that No. Follow us
96 Normandy is set for overhaul, @HeritageRailMag
Daniel Long looks at what made .
the B4 clasgsuch a successful m Connect with us

_ _ _ heritage-railway-
design of shunting locomotives. magazine

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 9



by Robin Jones

TWO narrow gauge stalwarts have
been awarded for services to railway
preservation in King Charles’s first
Birthday Honours List,announced on
June 17.

The Talyllyn Railway’s former chief
engineer, John Bate, 93, who made
a significant impact in transforming
the line from a near derelict entity to
a major tourist attraction, has been
made a Member of the British Empire.

“For more than 70 years,
John, a skilled engineer, has
demonstrated qualities of leadership,
encouragement and ingenuity
which has inspired generations of
employees and volunteers alike,” said
a TR statement.

“John first rode on the linein 1947,
four years before it was taken over
by the Talyllyn Railway Preservation
Society, and became the world’s first
volunteer-run heritage line.

“That year he gave up his summer
holidays to work on the railway’s track,
then in a barely functional state”

‘At the heart’
During those early years of volunteering,
John's expertise were increasingly relied
on, especially in 1957 when a major
landslip threatened the future of the
line, and the following year he was
appointed honorary civil engineer. In
1963 he became the railway’s first paid
chief engineer.

“Throughout his 30 years in
the role, the railway changed
enormously and John was at the
heart of it, often working long hours
to keep the wheels turning,” said
the statement. “During this time, he
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John Bate MBE, whﬁ has been involved
with the Talyllyn Railway Preservation

Society fromits beginnings in 1951.
TRPS

demonstrated an ability to produce
innovative solutions to problems
with limited resources. He built up
the engineering department of the
railway, with many of the volunteers
being inspired to go into engineering
and railway careers.”

Among the projects he was
involved with was the extension of
the passenger-carrying line along
the Nant Gwernol mineral branch.
He also designed and oversaw the
building of a new steam locomotive,
No.7 Tom Rolt, incorporating
components of a little-used 3ft
gauge Andrew Barclay 0-4-OWT built
in 1949 for Bord na Mona, the Irish
turf board. No. 7 entered service
in 1991.

“John retired as chief engineer in
1994, but his involvement in the

F 4
e 8 -

Narrow gauge pioneers in

Charles Summer BEM at Woody Bay station during the autumn 2013 galain his
stationmaster’s uniform with the freshly rebuilt Brake Third No. 16.

TONY NICHOLSON/LBR

railway continued as a volunteer.
For many years he operated the self-
propelled flail mower, which he had
designed, to keep down the lineside
vegetation,” said the statement.
“Although now limited in his active
contribution, John's mind is still sharp
and people are amazed at the level of
detail he is able to remember about
engineering matters and the history
of the railway.”

Honour for Charles
Meanwhile, Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway trustee Charles Summers has
been awarded a British Empire Medal.
The 76-year-old led the team that
restored original L&B open-centre
third-class coach No. 7 in the 1990s,
after it was used as a summerhouse
in Braunton for nearly 50 years. Since

then, the heritage carriage team,
inspired by Charles, has rebuilt four
more L&B coaches and are now hard
at work on a sixth, No. 9. Charles was
then a manager with British Gas,
which allowed him to work on No. 7
on the firm’s site at Stanford-le-Hope
on the Thames Estuary. After he
took early retirement at 50, the work
transferred to the Mangapps Railway
Museum and the team now has its
own workshop at Fridaywood Farm,
near Colchester.

An L&B statement said: “Charles’s
BEM is public recognition of the
work of the whole team. What
is particularly remarkable is that
Charles has lived all his life in Essex
nearly 300 miles from Devon, such
s the interest in the L&B, England’s
premier narrow gauge railway.”

Amazon courier delivers KESR driver’s parcel - directly to his locomotive!

By Owen Hayward

WHAT would you do if you had travelled more than

150 miles to turn up for your duty on a heritage
railway, only to find your watch — an important
piece of equipment you need as a driver — was no

The package cited 33202 as the address to deliver
to — and the courier did just that! KESR

0 Heritagerailway.co.uk

longer working? Rely on your telephone or source
areplacement?

When former KESR general manager Matt
Green, who still volunteers as a driver there,
turned up at Rolvenden for duty over the May
bank holiday weekend Steam Up event, he found
as he unpacked his equipment that his pocket
watch had stopped working. With no time before
signing on to go out and source a replacement
locally and nearby shops most certainly closed by
the time the day was done, he ordered a new one
online — and decided to put the delivery driver to
the test.

“There was no point in me having it delivered to
Dorset, so | thought it would be a laugh to try and
have it delivered directly to the locomotive,” he
said.”l was hopeful it would work. Ten years ago,
while out walking in Dorset before | moved there,
| sent postcards back to the dining team on the
KESR but changed up the first line of address on
each to see which ones would make it.

“Lo and behold, when | returned to Tenterden,
they were all there displayed waiting for me -
Royal Mail had delivered every one of them.”

With this in mind, Matt ordered his replacement
watch from Amazon and decided that as he
would be driving Cass 33 No. 33202 Dennis G
Robinson the next day, that was where he would
address the parcel to, with Bodiam station’s
postcode.

The following day the courier arrived, walked
up to the locomotive, and handed Matt his
package without any questions asked.

“I told a few people on the Saturday that | had
ordered it for delivery to the locomotive but
nobody believed it would be delivered to me
directly,” he said.”It’s quite a novelty to see it
actually work.”

Once upon a time, trains would be transporting
post for delivery to the people - would anybody
have ever thought that one day the post would
be being delivered to the trains?

Pre-order Issue 309: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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By Phil Marsh

THE late Chiltern Railways founder Adrian
Shooter CBE's pride and joy, his 1889-built
Sharp Stewart Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway 0-4-0SWTt No. 19, has been
saved for the UK heritage sector.

The Darjeeling Tank Locomotive
Trust also managed to buy Adrian’s
two matching replica coaches at the
June 21 auction of his Beeches Light
Railway, based at his Steeple Aston
home, near Banbury.

Trust members also purchased
several items for themselves as
personal possessions to remember
Adrian by.

Trustees, their supporting team,
and officials from the Statfold Barn
Railway — where No. 19B is to be based
— attended the auction, where Statfold
founder Graham Lee bid on behalf of
the trust.

Trust chairman Jeremy Davey said:
“It could have been a Midsummer’s
Day nightmare but turned into a
dream for all involved after a nerve-
wracking wait for No. 19B to go under
the hammer as lot number 161

The winning bid was £250,000 plus
buyers’ premium.

He continued:“We had this idea over
dinner in January when we set up the

- '.I
I -
|__..¢ =g

trust. Many people thought, ‘they've
not got a hope in hell”Yet the group
managed to raise £300,000 in three
months, which was used to buy the
locomotive and carriages.

Once the hammer landed on the
winning bid, a range of emotions were
clearly evident among the winning
group, ranging from relief at being
able to continue Adrian’s practice of
taking No. 19B on tour — a key aim of
the supporting group, now the trust
is the custodian of the locomotive,
to nervous excitement that the hard
work was about to begin.

Quick thinking

The immediate lots to go under the
hammer after No. 19B were the coaches,
so extremely rapid calculations had to
be made as to available funds left over
from the locomotive purchase.

Lots 162 and 163 went for £20,000
and £15,000 respectively, bringing the
trust’s expenditure to £285,000 before
the buyers’ premium was added.

Jeremy added:“We were as
confident as anyone could be about
making the winning bid, but nervous
that an unknown wealthy bidder
might have emerged and taken the B
to a private railway not accessible to
the public”
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Driver Matt Green photographs his parcel against Class 33 No. 33202, which he
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gave as the delivery address for his new watch after turning up for duty and
discovering his previous one had stopped working. KESR
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Railway’s Boston Lodge Works, to run behind No. 19B, in the first instance at the Statfold Barn Railway. PHIL MARSH/DTLT

Darjeeling tank and coaches saved tor UK audiences
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The winners! Darjeeling Tank Locomotive Trust trustees Pete Jordan, Andy
Savage, Jeremy Davey and Gordon Rushton and Darjeeling Himalayan Railway
Society members with Sharp Stewart No. 19B 0-4-0SWTT, which, thanks to a
marathon fundraising effort, has been resecued for usein the UK heritage sector.

PHIL MARSH/DTLT

He said the thought that Adrian
would be “absolutely over the moon”
about the purchase.

“We feel like without telling us,
he set us this challenge and we've
completed it he added.D

During the evening of Monday, June
26, the locomotive arrived the Statfold
Barn Railway, near Tamworth, where it
will operate until the boiler certificate
expires in February, at which point the
overhaul will commence with a view

to starting its national tour in 2024 if
all goes well.

Statfold’s engineers and the trustees
will now carry out a full condition
survey of No. 19B. The outcome wiill
determine how often it is steamed
at Statfold and elsewhere until the
overhaul, in addition to the two
special events. No. 19B is the sole
member of the class to exist in the UK.
=» From the Himalayas to Fellumpa
Village - feature, pages 87-89.

Appeal to Welsh Assembly to give
steam coal mine breathing space

AN appeal to extend mining at Ffos-
y-fran mine to save vital supplies of
steam coal for the heritage sector was
lodged the Welsh Assembly in Cardiff
onJune 26.

Paul Paddock, sales manager of
supplier Hargreaves Services plc,
said: “This is prior to the deadline of
mining operations notice received
from Merthyr Tydfil Borough Council
recently.

“Despite the refusal by the
planning committee, the final
decision on the extension was always
going to be made by the Welsh
Assembly and, once submitted, they
carry on producing at Ffos until the
appeal will be heard, and this would
probably be some months‘down
the line’

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

“I have been in dialogue with the
mine owner, Merthyr (South Wales)
Ltd, which would now appreciate
any support that the heritage steam
market can provide by highlighting
the need for high-grade steaming
coal in lobbying their MPs or MEPs”

He said the benefits of using Ffos-
y-fran low smoke emission steaming
coal include a much lower carbon
footprint and far lesser chance of
lineside grass fires. “This is against
the other option of bringing in to
the UK shipments of coal, in most
cases thousands of miles by ships
burning heavy fuel oil and the
multiple movements here in UK
from port to storage area and then
producing far more, higher volatile
smoke emissions.”

Heritagerailway.co.uk 7
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King Charles unveils a plaque at Pickering to mark 50 years of the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway. SIMON JACOBS.COM/NYMR
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King Charles stands o

n the footplate of Flying Scotsm
STEVE MORGAN/SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP

¥
an at Pickering.

Moorsline visits rise after King’'s Royal
Train trip behind Flying Scotsman

By Robin Jones

THE secret’visit of King Charles llI
aboard the Royal Train hauled by
none other than A3 Pacific No. 60103
Flying Scotsman in its centenary

year to Pickering has boosted the
North Yorkshire Moors Railway’s
visitor numbers as it celebrates its
50th anniversary.

Details of the meticulously planned
trip on June 12 were kept tightly
under wraps, apparently for security
reasons and for Network Rail’s bid
to deter trespassers eager to view
the world’s most famous steam
locomotive from barred positions.

During its journey from London
to York along the East Coast Main
Line, hauled by DR Cargo’s Class 67
No. 67006 Royal Sovereign, the Royal
Train’s headcode was not visible on
rail forums or tracking apps.

Around the break of dawn at York
station, Flying Scotsman - its cab roof
painted white, and with white lamps
fitted to the smokebox in accordance
with the tradition of hauling the

-:'H.. -. - - e S p-;_‘ . s i

Royal Train — emerged from owner
the National Railway Museum’s
sidings and moved to the head of
the train.

The last time the A3 worked the
Royal Train was on November 20,
1984, when it carried The Queen
Mother in Pullman Car No. 351 from
Stratford Low Level station to North
Woolwich for the formal opening of
the since closed North Woolwich Old
Station Museum.

On climbing into the cab and
hearing when the locomotive was
built, she replied that it was the same
year she was married.

The locomotive’s first encounter
with royalty, however, came on
August 12, 1925, when King George V
and Queen Mary asked to see inside
its cab during the British Empire
Exhibition at Wembley Park.

Greeting guests

From York, the train hauled by Scotsman
headed to Northallerton, and was then
routed via Whitby to the Esk Valley

Line and over the NYMR connection

w1l
i ! ] LR
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King Charles lll is welcomed by schooléhildren at Pickering station.

SIMON JACOBS.COM/NYMR

8 Heritagerailway.co.uk
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at Grosmont, where there was a large
police presence. No. 60103 then hauled
the train to Pickering, where, on Platform
1, the king met Network Rail chairman
Peter, Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, and
NRM director Judith McNicol.

Greeted by local schoolchildren,
dignitaries and members of the
public, the king also met long-
standing volunteers who help
maintain the NYMR, and he unveiled
a plague to mark 50 years since its
official opening in 1973.

He then posed next to the famous
100-year-old engine before accepting
an invitation from driver Chris Cubitt
to climb on to the footplate.

Mr Cubitt, who started working
on the railways in 1961, said of
King Charles: “He's interested in
everything. He's a good egg. He likes
everything heritage. He's a reqular
because he has been here before
when he opened the station in 2000.

Judith said: “To have Flying
Scotsman haul the Royal Train in its
centenary year and in the first year of
His Majesty’s reign is a huge honour.

It takes a dedicated team of people
with important heritage skills to keep
this engine running as it is the oldest
steam locomotive on the main line.

“We are deeply appreciative of King
Charles’s interest in and support for
our historic railways and the skills
needed to maintain them.

‘Honour’

The King then made his way into the
town centre for a walkabout, stopping
in High Street to visit Horsley Butchers,
which sells produce from the Duchy of
Lancaster and Birdgate Chocolatiers.

He also visited St Peter and St Paul’s
Church to view its spectacular wall
paintings.

He then attended several private
engagements elsewhere in Yorkshire
oy road, while No. 60103 hauled the
Royal Train back to York. The King
ater departed the county by train
from Scarborough.

Later, the royal family posted
on social media: “Thank-you to
everyone who welcomed the King to
Pickering today!”

. l'f:—-'“ ’ i

The King shakes hands with Clive Goult, of the National Railway Museum, at

Pickering station. STEVE MORGAN/SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP
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NYMR chief executive Chris Price
commented: “It's an honour to be
able to commemorate our 50th
anniversary with a special visit from
King Charles lIl.

“For all these years, we have
preserved our heritage railway and
to celebrate this with royalty is such
a privilege.

Above: Its new white cab roof prominent, A3 Pacific No. 601063 Flying Scotsman
hauled the Royal Train from Grosmont to Pickering on June 12. NETWORK RAIL

Below: The Royal Train, with Flying Scotsman leading and DB Cargo Class 67
No. 67005 Queen’s Messenger on the rear, en route to Pickering. Itis seen from
Newport Bridge in Middlesbrough at 7.30am as the train left Tees Marshalling
Yard, where it stopped for a brief spell before heading towards Middlesbrough
and onto the Esk Valley line, the locomotive then having swapped over before
being changed again prior to running on the heritage line. TONY WINWARD

“It gives us the enthusiasm and . AT, -
joy to continue for the generations SN ) | Y |
to come. - : | (

“It also has been a great publicity | ) i g A\ S
for the railway and we have seen an King Charles stands by the nameplate
increase in visitor numbers in the of Flying Scotsman at Pickering

days after the King's visit and we station. STEVE MORGAN/SCIENCE
hope this continues into the summer” MUSEUM GROUP

==
L=
L g |

s o
. PR

WA el

LA R -
o o
=
SN,

?:.i‘ih_""l.

. }
o L '||'|; -

The crew of Flying Scotsman alongside representatives of the National Railway
Museum, Network Rail and DB Cargo at Pickering station.
STEVE MORGAN/SCIENCE MUSEUM GROUP
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Tributes paid to Howard Jones MBE:

Saviour of Polish steam

By Owen Hayward

ENTHUSIASTS worldwide were in
mourning for Howard Jones, the
founder of the highly successful
Wolsztyn Experience, who died

in Poland on June 25 following
heart failure.

Howard’s negotiations with Polish
authorities were responsible for
the retention of the final steam
commuter services in the country, for
which the 71-year-old was awarded
an MBE, marketing footplate
passes to international enthusiasts
who wanted to sample life on the
footplate of a working locomotive on
a timetabled service.

Since its establishment in 1996,
the Wolsztyn Experience has been
enjoyed by countless people from
around the globe, Howard having
devoted a quarter of a century to

ensuring that Polish steam not only
survived but flourished.

In April, the Wolsztyn Experience
shared news that Howard had
been suffering with health issues,
which have since been confirmed as
multiple myeloma, a form of bone
marrow cancer.

‘The lad’

A statement issued by his brother
Trevor said: “My younger brother -
the lad - Howard Jones MBE, aged
71, passed away on Sunday, June
25 with heart failure. Perhaps it was
because he had given so much of his
heart away to keeping steam alive
on scheduled services and to the
enthusiasts who revelled in driving
and firing steam on the main line and
on Polish narrow gauge.

“It started in 1995 when a weekend
jaunt took a plane-load of enthusiasts

to Poznan, and in 1996 the Wolsztyn
Experience was formed.

“It was his off-piste way of ensuring
that plan A, B or C worked that he
will be remembered by enthusiasts
around the world.”

Following the announcement,
tributes flooded in from past
participants, who all shared
their experiences and memories
of Howard.

He leaves behind his Polish wife,
Alexandra Sikucinska, his daughter
Hannah, her husband, and two
grandchildren in the UK.

It had previously been announced
that August 31 was to be the final
day of operations for the Wolstyn
Experience, the decision having been
brought on by Howard’s declining
health, other illness within the family,
and a lack of available locomotives
and retiring crews.

-
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Howard Jones, the founder of the

Wolsztyn Experience.
WOLSZTYN EXPERIENCE
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Gala’s double “Terriers’
equals double visitors!

PLANNING a gala in the face of the
current transport and coal costs will no
doubt have many railways watching
the books closely. For the Isle of Wight
Steam Railway, the extra challenge

of crossing the Solent adds another
financial factor to be considered.

However, any worries about the
expense of bringing in LBSCR A1X
“Terrier' 0-6-0T No. 72 Fenchurch from
the Bluebell Railway for a weekend
were swept away when the railway
saw a ‘boom’in visitor numbers for its
July 23-25 spring gala.

“The weekend certainly exceeded
our expectations and we welcomed
twice as many visitors as last year’s
gala event,”said general manager
Steve Backhouse.“We've never
specialised in the‘'mega’ galas seen at

PRE-ORDER
ISSUE 309

No need to pop to the shops in four
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other railways, however, it was great
to see large crowds, particularly on
the Saturday. Bringing a visiting loco
over from the mainland is relatively
expensive, but the extra draw of
having Fenchurch in steam meant this
was fully justified.”

Being air-fitted due to the pump
mounted on the cab side, Fenchurch
is one of only a few locomotives
with the potential to run on the
island where the rolling stock is all
air-braked.

No. 72 ran alongside rebuilt sister
No.W11 Newport and LSWR O2
0-4-4T No. W24 Calbourne as the
railway celebrated the centenary
of the formation of the Southern
Railway, with the two 0-6-0Ts double-
heading on occasions and taking it
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Crowds flock to photogra ph the Ilne-up of ‘Terriers’ Nos. 72 (left) W11 (rlght) and
class 02 W24 at Havenstreet. JOHN FAULKNER /IOWSR

in turns to haul both the Edwardian
four-wheelers and Brighton and
Chatham-built bogie carriages. No.
W11 also took turns hauling the
demonstration goods train.

The visit of Fenchurch comes as part
of the growing cooperation between
railways in the Southern Six, with the

Bluebell, Isle of Wight and Spa Valley
having exchanged locomotives for
galas during June.

“There’s been good cooperation
between the Southern Six railways,
and it's great to see heritage railways
working together by sharing ideas
and resources,”added Steve.

The 160th anniversary of
London Underground was
celebrated in style with a series
of public trips aboard London
Transport Museum'’s superbly-
restored 1938 Art Deco set
along the Piccadilly line from
Acton Town to Heathrow
Terminal 4 on June 10/11, with
live musicand costumed actors
aboard. The train is pictured

at Northfields, where the
passengers disembarked on
the second journey of the day.
See also Off The Shelf, page
95.LTM

Pre-order Issue 309: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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East Coast Main Line power in action on the West Somerset Railway: The Deltic Preservation Society’s Class 55 Deltic
No.55009 Alycidon gets underway from Williton with the 3.20pm departure from Minehead to Norton Fitzwarren on the
first day of the June 8-10 diesel gala. Heading in the opposite direction is the 3.05 Bishops Lydeard to Minehead ‘Quantock
Belle’, double-headed by Class 33s Nos. 33002 Sea King (from the South Devon railway) and D6575. The other visitors at the
successful event were Class 14 D9551, from the Severn Valley Railway, and the Waterman Heritage Trust’s Class 25 D7659,
from Peak Rail. Home-based Class 35 Hymek D7017 failed with interlock solenoid issues while hauling the final train from

Minehead on June 8. STEPHEN GINN

Personal link as Llangollen pannier begins
running in ahead of debut this summer

THE overhaul of Llangollen Railway-
based GWR 0-6-0PT No. 7754 is well
and truly on the home straight now the
locomotive has undergone two days of
successful testing.

Last operational in 2004, many
feared for its future when Llangollen
Railway plc entered administration
in 2021. However, being owned by
the LR Trust, its fate was never at
the hands of administrators, and
despite the turbulent recent years, the
railway’s volunteers have persevered,
with the in-frames boiler exam
successfully passed on May 2. Since
then, the final assembly has rapidly
continued and further painting
undertaken, with the livery to be worn
a closely guarded secret that is soon
to be revealed.

Following the arrival of the last
of the day’s passenger services on
June 24, No. 7754 underwent its
first test runs along the line, during
which it ventured to the railway’s
newly-opened Corwen station (see
feature, pages 74-77) with an ex-ICl
four-plank mineral open (modified
to carry passengers when the railway
ran Day Out With Thomas events)
and a GWR Toad brake van. Aboard
these were many volunteers who
have been involved with the overhaul
throughout the last six years and who
enjoyed the opportunity to take the
first trip along the Dee Valley behind
the pannier.

The overhaul has been led by
volunteer Andy Maxwell, who, at the

age of just seven, helped with the
pannier’s first restoration when it
arrived on the railway from Mountain
Ash colliery in September 1980.

A local newspaper at the time
printed a photograph of Andy
sweeping off the top of the tanks
while Bob, his father and then
chief mechanical engineer, lowers
the steam dome cover down with
the aid of fellow volunteers Dave
Short, who has since died, and Nick
Store, who now resides in Australia.
Bob was heavily involved in that
first restoration.

l-|||l"

“That is the reason | took on the role
of team leader for No. 7754's latest
overhaul,” Andy said.”“l hope we've
made Dad proud with this latest one
as we near its end. There’s an issue
with the vacuum brakes so we will
look at the pump and brake valve.
Aside from that, it ran very well and
should enter service over the summer.”

As this issue went to press, the
railway confirmed that the Waterman
Heritage Trust’s Class 25 D7659 would
be visiting, arriving July 17 and staying
until the diesel gala weekend of
September 16/17.

during a testrun on June 24. DOUGLAS HEBSON/LR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

Great Train
Robbery 60th
anniversary
event at
Quainton Road

THE Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre is to hold an event
marking the 60th anniversary
of the Great Train Robbery on
August 6.

On August 8, 1963, a violent
gang used false train signals to
stop a mail train from Glasgow
to Euston between Leighton
Buzzard and Cheddington and
stole £2.6 million in bank notes.
Several members of the mail
train crew were attacked by the
gang, including driver Jack Mills,
the engine driver, who was left
with a serious head injury and
died seven years later.

Inside information

The scene of the robbery is only
11 miles away from the centre
at Quainton Road, and many
members of the gang stood trial
in nearby Aylesbury.

Since 2008, when the centre’s
Travelling Post Offices were
first opened to visitors, the TPO
Group has held a Moving the
Mail event most years in August,
and the robbery will be this
year’s theme.

A retired detective
superintendent recently
undertook a thorough review of
the evidence gathered in 1963
by the Metropolitan and British
Transport Police and the Post
Office’s Investigation Branch
and reached new conclusions
regarding the source of the
inside information that led
the gang to target the train.

His findings will feature in a
presentation to be delivered
during the event.

‘Important’
Exhibits include a diorama of
the scene of the robbery at
Bridego Bridge on the West
Coast Main Line and a tableau
showing a corner of the kitchen
at Leatherslade Farm, the robbers’
hideout, with a gang member
playing Monopoly with ‘real’
money.

A BRC statement said: “We
are holding this event to
help educate anyone who is
interested to learn about it.
Although it is a very emotive
topic, as it is obviously very
upsetting for some to hear
about such a violet attack on
postal staff, we believeitis an
important part of railway history
and we will be treating it with
the respect it deserves.”

Heritagerailway.co.uk 11



g r_-i;.'+1-}r1 il :J"_' g :

|11:‘!..

e -
(SR o
- [ '.|-.I F
= ) R -
T el
] e | Y

] k. | L] ) S=ff J ' 5
"Il‘h -t _1'. .|-| l:l o |.'| F |:_-'*'|fl||" B i al k :...- -.lﬂ'l'.p r_"'..."l L o u e i
ll . Y. P AN = i o 1w .|_| I Il i ] I1.| F L - I
1 1 o gh N L] 1 TErAL BN
'l 1

i ,,Ir |"| |

| 18 if I
. I"!F T .".JFI’-;I'.. F':,
.-:_ Ilf“'!'l‘-.fl i .|!_

e L
"

R T 079 Iéads Hall Nu. 4953 towards
el auimit OngaratPensons Lane onJune 24. PETER BERRY

Castle helps crown Epping’s
Western gala as "best to date’

By Owen Hayward

THE lure of a Castle class 4-6-0 in its
centenary year has not run thin, and
this was evident for all to see as crowds
flocked to Essex for the Epping Ongar
Railway’s Great Western Extravaganza
steam gala over June 23-25, when
visiting No. 4079 Pendennis Castle was
the headline attraction.

With the fire not long dropped
following its appearance at Tyseley
Locomotive Works the previous
weekend (News, pages 50-53), the
GWR's rival to Flying Scotsman arrived
at North Weald on the evening of
June 19. Two days later it steamed
into Ongar during its acceptance and
gauging run, arriving at what may be
the furthest point east a member of
the class has ever travelled.

“To be able to secure the visit of a
star such as Pendennis Castle was a
fantastic achievement for us,” said
rolling stock manager Tony Goulding.

“I'm very grateful to both the Great
Western Society at Didcot for fitting
us in to its busy schedule this year and
to Jonathon Jones-Pratt for Pannier
No. 9466 with its Steam on the Met
connections.

“A busy week in the lead-up, it
was a fantastic event and I'd like to
thank all the volunteers for their
work, especially given the high
temperatures over the three days.”

London connection

As the closest heritage line to the capital
and operating over former London
Underground Central Line rails, the fleet
line-up had a passing city flavour to it,

with No. 4079 first being allocated to Old
Oak Common depot, much like class
prototype No. 4073 Caerphilly Castle, the
latter having been handed over to the
Science Museum and National Collection
at Paddington on its withdrawal in 1961.
WR Hawksworth 0-6-OPT No. 9466
visited from the West Somerset
Railway; the visit had been deferred
from its intended appearance at last
year's EOR 10th anniversary event
due to firebox issues. Although never
a London engine itself, examples
of the 9400 class were based at Old
Oak Common, and in the heritage
era No. 9466 became a staple of the
defunct’Steam on the Met’ specials.
Bill Parker's GWR small prairie No.
L150 (GWR No.5521) was also a
regular sight on these trips in the final
years and was also out on June 23/24,
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resplendent in its London Transport
lined maroon livery.

Offering a comparison between two
powerful GWR express 4-6-0s, EOR
resident Hall class No. 4953 Pitchford
Hall completed the line-up of main
line types.

On June 24, the steam tally
was brought up to five working
locomotives — the most the EOR has
run for some years — when resident
Hawthorne Leslie 0-6-0ST No. 3437
[sabel was in action operating shuttles
into Epping Forest with a Class 117
DMU trailer in tow.

More than 1200 people visited
over the weekend, which the railway
reported as being its most successful
steam gala to date, with gradients as
steep as 1-in-56 putting locomotives
through their paces.
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No. 343? Isabel Ieaﬁes North Weald
with a shuttle to Epping Forest as No. 4953 Pitchford

Hall awaits its next duty in the adjacent platform.
OWEN HAYWARD

U ot D T S e e O 3. . 2 : - ki FATRNE 4 e
West Somerset-based Hawksworth pannier No. 9466 crosses Cripsey Brook viaduct as it departs Ongar, bound
for North Weald, on June 24. OWEN HAYWARD
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lerrier on the turntable: Boxhzll goes on show

ON June 16, the only surviving example
of an a LBSCR 0-6-0T A1 Terrier’
reappeared in the National Railway
Museum’s Great Hall at York after an
absence of two decades.

Built in 1880, No. 82 Boxhill was
never rebuilt as an A1X, whereas all
other preserved ‘Terriers' were with
No. 72 Fenchurch at the Bluebell
Railway being ‘retro-converted’
cosmetically during overhaul in
2001 to give the appearance of the
original design of the class.

For the last 20 years, Boxhill has
been incarcerated in the NRM’s
learning platform (sometimes
referred to as ‘timber dock’), where
it was not normally accessible to
the general public, a platform,
fencing and rolling stock partially
obscuring it.

As part of a shuffle of exhibits
within the museum, required while
roof repairs take place during
renovations to Station Hall, Boxhill
was removed from its previous
location by lorry and moved into the
Great Hall, where it took centre stage
on the turntable.

Around it were several other pre-
Grouping locomotives including
Lancashire & Yorkshire 2-4-2T
No. 1008, NER 2-2-4T No. 66 Aerolite
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On publlc dlsplay in the Great HaII for the f' rst tlme in 20 years, Terrler Ne. 82 Bexhlﬂ sits on the turntable for all to see. NRM

and LSWR Beattie 2-4-0T No. 30587,
some venturing outdoors for the first
time in years.

Over the coming months, several
other exhibits from the collection

will be moving between York and
the Locomotion museum at Shildon,
with discussions taking place

between the NRM and heritage
railways and museums about

potential external loans. Exact details
as to which assets will be moved and
which will not be involved could not

be confirmed at the time of Heritage

Railway going to press.

J21’s progress is ‘on track’ for Stockton
& Darlington bicentenary steaming

THE unique NER0-6-0J21 No. 65033
is making good progress, with the
new tender now in the final stages of
assembly at Locomotive Maintenance
Services Ltd in Loughborough.

Supporters can ‘look forward
to demonstrable progress on the
engine itself this winter, according
to Toby Watkins, chairman of the
Locomotive Conservation and
Learning Trust.

“Some time ago | described the
locomotive’s restoration as being
more akin to bringing it back from
the dead,” he said.”l am well aware
that we have been somewhat quiet
of late, but this is symptomatic of
where the restoration is at right now.
In short, the extensive refurbishment
or replacement of all the required
parts does not make for exciting
reading, but it is a very necessary and
expensive part of the project.

“Our agreed strategy with LMS
Is that once we start with frame

New splashers have been made for
No.65033. LCLT

Right:

The new
backhead
sheetis ready
to befitted to
the firebox. At
the opposite
end of the
boiler, the
tubeplaceis
also ready
and waiting
to be fitted.
LCLT

assembly later this year, the rebuild
will continue unhindered. Our fear has
been having to stop while specialist
sub-contractors work on this or that
part; it is easy to build up a substantial
delay that way and so the focus has
been on getting every single part
ready, whether in-house or off-site.”
Although recent factors such as the
Covid-19 pandemic and the war in
Ukraine have had an impact on the
overhaul progress, the recent award of
a £213,000 grant to Stainmore Railway
Company and the LCLT partnership
towards delivering a Stockton &
Darlington Railway bicentenary
project in 2025 (as reported in issue
306) has given further impetus to
see this class’s sole survivor return to
steam.

The event will see steam run on
genuine S&DR metals and should it be
ready in time, No. 65033 may well be
the oldest North Eastern locomotive
In service.

Recent progress has seen new
splashers assembled for the leading
driving wheels, while the boiler awaits
the fitting of a new front tubeplate
firebox backhead and foundation
ring. These components are on hand
and ready, just awaiting time from the
workshop staff at LMS.

The inner firebox has been formed
but requires further work before that
can be fitted.

The new tender tank is completed
and stored while it awaits lifting onto
the rolling chassis, which is expected
to take place soon.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

Update on
Furness No.20

THE Blaenavon Heritage Railway
announced on June 16 that work
to repair 0-4-0 Furness Railway
No. 20 was under way following
its failure there on May 20.

The front bufferbeam was
taken off, allowing for the
pistons to be removed from the
cylinders, in turn facilitating
the inspection of the block.
Engineers reported that no
damage was discovered.

Work has started on repairing
one damaged piston and
crosshead to ensure that a
similar failure - the exact
details of which have not been
disclosed - will not occur again.

It is hoped that once repairs
are completed, further
running dates with No. 20 will
be secured to allow it to still
appear in service at the BHR.

Dates will be announced
once they are agreed following
the locomotive’s return
to service.
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Alford Valley services resume

for public after six-year wait

By Hugh Dougherty

PUBLIC trains returned after six

years to the 2ft gauge Alford Valley
Community Railway on Saturday, July 8,
with volunteers pledging to run every
weekend up to October.

Restarting services on the line,
which connects Alford station - the
former terminus of the Great North
of Scotland branch from Kintore,
which closed to goods in 1966 -
with Haughton Park, just under a
mile away, is the result of hours of
planning and hard physical work
by members of the community
charity, which took over the line in
2021 after reaching agreement with
Aberdeenshire Council.

Vice chairman Karl Stevens said:
“We've been pulling out all the stops
to get back in action this summer. We
have 70 members of the community
benefit society, which owns the line,
and, of course, we have charity status.

Small engines
take centre
stage at Bury

THE East Lancashire Railway celebrated
the smaller examples of steam and
diesel traction on June 10/11 aftera
six-year hiatus.

The Small Engines Gala brought
out 11 of the railway’s four and six-
wheeled locomotives normally only
found on shunting duties and special
services, with North Yorkshire Moors
Railway-based Cockerill steam tram
0-4-0VB Lucie appearing courtesy of
owner Paul Middleton.

One BR Class 03 and three Class 08s
were in service, with Class 14 0-6-0DH
D9531 Ernest working the main trains
with Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
0-6-0ST No. 51456. In the final days
before the weekend, Hudswell Clarke
0-6-0 diesel D4002 Arundel Castle,

a former Manchester Ship Canal
Company shunter, was returned to
service following a valiant effort by
engineers to repair an axlebox that
had run hot during testing.

A regular and popular fixture of ELR
galas, shunting demonstrations took
place outside Bury Transport Museum
with Lucie, LYR'Pug' 0-4-0ST No. 11243,
and 4w Sentinel No. 7232 Ann on
rotation, while shuttles over the ‘ski
jump’on the Bury to Heywood section
ran with other locomotives.

The event was organised by Callum
Porter and Liam Barnes. Callum said:
“The idea of kicking the small engines
event off really came from the fact

14 Heritagerailway.co.uk

“All spring, we've had 1210 18
volunteers of all ages out, hard at
work on the buildings and track. The
locos, both steam outline diesels and
rolling stock, have been overhauled,
and thanks to a sustainability grant

of £50,000, we've had plastic sleepers

delivered. They will last for 50 years
without maintenance and we have
a rolling programme in place for
wooden sleeper replacement, which
will keep us more than busy over
the winter”

Trains will be diesel-hauled this
season, with Bra Lass and James
Gordon in traffic. The line’s safety
case had been signed off by the
Office of Road and Rail following an
on-site inspection, and apart from
recommendations such as providing
warning signs on both sides of a
crossing, all was found to be in order.

Karl added: “It's been a lot of work
for us all but very satisfying, and
we reopened on the same day that
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LfR Pug No. 11243 pilots Lucie over Bro
the River Irwell below with the 2.10pm departure from Bury to
Ramsbottom on Saturday, June 10. DAVID MOGG

that we have so many to offer from
our home fleet now; with two 0-4-0
steam locomotives and three 0-6-0s,
it made sense to do one now while

we can. The ELR used to run one every

year and hopefully that will now

continue after a six-year break.
“Visitor numbers were very good

considering the blistering heat,

Saturday being the busiest day, which

Is to be expected.

“We worked hard to ensure D4002
worked trains over the weekend and
it performed faultlessly. In the past,
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Grampian Transport Museum (next
door) celebrated its 40th anniversary.
We have plans to bring steam back
in the longer term but operating the
summer season is our real focus.”
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the loco has always had
issues with its right-hand
intermediate axlebox
running hot and after a test
run a few weeks before,

we realised the locomotive
had to be lifted to sort this
Issue once and for all. A
two-day job was all it took to strip, lift,
repair and reassemble the locomotive,
and it seems to have done the job. It
hasn't worked a passenger train for
some years, so it was well-received by
the public and the staff alike.”
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Alan Keef steam outline 0-4-0T No. 63
of 2001 James Gordon sits at Alford
station platform, ready to take a one-

coach train to Haughton Park, with the
engine shed behind. AVCR
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Above: The crews of Ann and Lucie
pause for a photo in front of the
sentinel. In the middle is Paul
Middleton with event organisers
Callum Porter (to his left) and Liam
Barnes (to hisright). CALLUM PORTER
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Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0 No. 43106 passes unexploded bombs at Hampton Ln::ur::dé.I station on June 25 during the Forties Weekend. A
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regular choice for working overnight trains, these will also return at the Autumn Steam Gala. JOHN TITLOW

Return of the Severn Valley’s Forties
Weekend - and overnight gala trains!

THE Severn Valley Railway returned to
the 1940s during June 24/25, running
an intensive steam service with all
stations decorated as they would have
been during the war, complete with
reenactors. Many passengers entered
into the spirit by dressing up in clothes
from the period.

Four locomotives and four trains
ran over the weekend, although only
GWR pannier No. 7714 was built
prewar, in 1930. The three others
were built postwar: 1946 Bulleid West
Country Pacific No. 21C127 Taw Valley
in its new wartime black livery; BR
Standard 4MT 4-60 No. 75069 (built in
1955); and lvatt 4MT 2-6-0 No. 43106
(1951).

e

For the first time for a while, there
was an early-morning departure
from Bridgnorth, at 10.20pm. Eight
full return workings took place, six
from Kidderminster and two from
Bridgnorth, and loadings were
generally good.

‘Right time’

Meanwhile, the SVR will bring back
overnight services at its September
14-17 Autumn Steam Gala. One train
will operate multiple return trips
along the 16-mile line on the Friday
and Saturday nights of the event.
Managing director Jonathan ‘Gus’
Dunster said: “Overnight running

at steam galas has long been

something the SVR is renowned for.
We paused it for a few years because
of the pandemic, but now the time is
right to bring it back.”

Travel on the overnight services will
be included in the day ticket price,
although passengers will need to
have tickets for two consecutive days
to cover the timeframe.

Originally planned as a three-day
event, the success of the spring gala
has led to the inclusion of an extra
preview day on Thursday, September
14, which will include at least three
steam-hauled services. Negotiations
for three guest locomotives are
currently underway. Book tickets now
at svr.co.uk

The world of Harry Potter may be
make-believe, but the delight of Kent
& East Sussex Railway volunteer Geoff
Colvin was very real when he received
the country’s top volunteer award ina
glittering presentation ceremony and
dinner at Warner Brothers’ The making
of Harry Potter studios in Leavesden,
Hertfordshire, on June 7. Geoff, who
was appointed chief stationmaster
last year, received the coveted trophy
after winning an annual public poll
for the country’s tourism superstar,
held by VisitEngland in partnership
with The Mirror newspaper. Preserved
GWR 1937-built No. 5972 Olton Hall,
better known today as Hogwarts
Castle, provides an appropriate
background as Geoff proudly clutches
his trophy after receiving his award
from compere Alex Polizzi (left) and
VisitEngland chief executive officer

Patricia Yates.
VISITENGLAND/DANIELA LUQUINI

Book festival at
Winchcombe

THE Gloucestershire Warwickshire
railway is to stage a book festival in the
Tim Mitchell Building at Winchcombe
between 10am and 4pm on Saturday,
September 23.

Several popular authors and
resident writers including Mary
Lay, David Aldred, Neil Parkhouse,
Humphrey Gillott, Stephen Done
and Elizabeth Eyre will be on hand to
sign books, and children can listen to
readings from their favourite authors.
To book, visit www.gwsr.com
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Help Sittingbourne replace old platform for new access-friendly structure

AN old platform built from reused
sleepers is set to be replaced with a
newer, longer-lasting structure that
will also improve disabled access

to Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light
Railway services.

The platform at Sittingbourne
Viaduct station, located at one end
of the two-mile 2ft 6in gauge line,
is too narrow and low to enable a
ramp for wheelchair access onto
trains.

The SKLR wants to replace this
with a fit-for-purpose platform that
will be higher and wider, meaning it

can accommodate those with such
needs aboard its services.

However, with no vehicular access

to the station, materials must be
brought in by rail from the opposite
end of the line, situated in the
Bowaters Paper Mill complex.

As a result, the possible use of a
modular concrete construction is
being investigated, which will be in

keeping with the industrial theme of

the railway.

The railway is also appealing for
donations to help complete the
boiler overhaul of its Bagnall 0-6-2T

locomotive No. 2624 Superb, which
was withdrawn in 2019 for boiler
overhaul. It is hoped to return
Superb to service by early 2024 as
Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST No. 4219 Melior
will be withdrawn during May

2024 (Melior's centenary year) and
otherwise leave fellow Brazil No. 886
Premier as the only operational
steam locomotive.

It is estimated that completing the
boiler work will cost about £25,000,
with much of its being carried out
in-house at Kemsley Down. To date,
the tubes, stays, foundation ring and

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

inner firebox have been removed,
with a new inner firebox wrapper
and end plates, fabricated by SKLR
head of en<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>