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B TAW VALLEY AND CALEY TANK GO BLACKE BLUEBELL BULLEID
COACHES RUN MAINLINETOHULLE SCOTSMAN MARKS 100TH BIRTHDAY
— AND IS BOOKED FORSTRATHSPEY SCOTTISH ‘FIRST’

B CLASS 58 BACKAFTER 21 YEARS FOR SEVERN VALLEY DIESEL FESTIVAL
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Having trouble finding a
since 1885 copy of this magazine?

Right: Having spent several months visiting the East
Lancashire Railway in Bury, 1887-built Lancashire

& Yorkshire Railway Class 25 0-6-0 No. 52044 has
returned to its home on the Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway. With anew smokebox door fitted at Bury
and more appropriate for its British Railways livery,
the ‘Ironclad’ emerges from Mytholmes Tunnel with
the first train of the day on February 14. MIKE HEATH
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Flying Scotsman makes history yet again

ESS than a fortnight after A3 Pacific No. 60103

Flying Scotsman celebrated the 100th anniversary

to the day that it ventured forth from Doncaster
Works on a journey that would see it become not only
the world’s most famous steam locomotive, but also the
first to circumnavigate it, the legendary locomotive has
added a new chapter to its illustrious history.

Thanks to the National Railway Museum and a
team of ladies from the East Lancashire Railway,
where it is currently based, the A3 marked
International Women's Day by running three round
trips of the heritage line at the hands of an all-
female crew for the first time.

The event despatched several highly positively-
charged messages to all four corners of the globe,
hopefully including those where women’s rights
to equal opportunities are still, in the 21st century,
shamefully far less respected than in others.

Here in the UK, the groundbreaking feat served
to further underline the fact that the railway
heritage movement is an all-inclusive sector,

hopefully dispelling the tired old myth thatit’sa
male domain. Heritage, railways, or otherwise has
universal appeal and its door must forever be open
to all.

The event at Bury will also serve to reinforce
the pride in the sector’s portfolio and Britain’s
world-shaping historic part in the development
of railways.

Kings of the Castles

While Scotsman is a guaranteed crowd-puller,
locomotives built by rival ‘Big Four’companies in its
early days can still give it a run for its money, as was
evident at the line-up of four GWR Castles to mark
the centenary of the class, which brought a sell-out

success to Didcot Railway Centre, as reported in our

special feature on pages 64-70.

Among the line-up was none other than No. 4079
Pendennis Castle, which triumphed over A1 Pacific
timings when the GWR challenged the LNER to
running trials 98 years ago.

Yes, we in the UK have much to celebrate in terms
of transport technology, especially on steel wheels,
and we have every reason to look forward to the
200th anniversary of the Stockton & Darlington
Railway, the world’s first steam-hauled passenger
line, in two years'time. Also in this issue, John
Titlow recalls his visit to its forerunner event, the
Rail 150 cavalcade in 1975.

Our railway heritage is precious, and in these
cost-of-living crisis times, where spare money is
short, we must explore every means to keep what
we have achieved so far, rather than let the wagon
slip backwards. Times may be difficult for many, but
there are some superb galas on the way in 2023,
and the railways that stage them richly deserve to
see them supported.

‘Use it or lose it’is the loud and clear message.
History shows that we twice came close to losing
Flying Scotsman, and had that happened, how
much the poorer we would all now be.

Robin Jones Editor

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3
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Castle centenary line-up a
Didcot sell-out success!

The first four-locomotive line-up
event of the year to celebrate the
100th anniversary of Charles Collett’s
Castle class fittingly took place on
GWR territory on Saturday, March

4 at Didcot Railway Centre, reports
Owen Hayward.

Business as usual inside
Bridgnorth Shed

Despite the difficult financial
situation on the Severn Valley
Railway, locomotive overhauls are
continuing inside Bridgnorth Shed.
John Titlow takes a look at what is
involved in keeping the operational
fleet running.

- February 24 started as arather gréy day but was blessed with a brief spell of sunshineas it

drew to an end, much to the relief of those partaking in a 30742 Charters event with BR (S) Battle of Britain

class No. 34072 257 Squadron. The Bulleid light Pacific is seen at Pokehill on the Spa Valley Railway and will |
1 bevisiting the East Lancashire Railway for the summer - see news pages 18/19. MARTYN TATTAM

Pictured in front of A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman at Bury Bolton Street for its International

Women’s Day all-female crew specials on March 8 are stationmaster Chandra Law, driver conductor Linda
Henderson, fireman Steph Elwood, cleaner Charlotte Instance, driver Beth Furness, guard Lesley Hampson
and (in front) Amy Harbour from the National Railway Museum. EAST LANCS RAILWAY

- Rise of the Urie

. locomotives

. With T3 4-4-0 No. 563 taking the
spotlight recently, Owen Hayward
. paid a visit to Ropley to look at

. another LSWR class that may have
. passed some people by - but

. promises to be something just as

. equally enticing.

Model News

O gauge Wickham trolleys and
accompanying sheds arrive, along
with N gauge Class 28 Co-Bos.
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Flying
100th

By Robin Jones

ONE hundred years to the day it moved
for the first time out of Doncaster

Works to enter LNER traffic as the first

of Nigel Gresley’s Pacifics, A3 No.60103
Flying Scotsman, complete with

support coach, appeared at a special
celebratory birthday event at Edinburgh
Waverley station.

Organised by the National Railway
Museum, the event was off-limits
to the general public and had not
been publicly announced - unlike
its centenary launch at King’s Cross
on October 14 (as highlighted in
Issue 299) — and took travellers at the
station by complete surprise.

To mark the occasion, Poet Laurate
Simon Armitage read his new work,
The Making of Flying Scotsman (a
phantasmagoria), while dancers from
the Royal Scottish Country Dance
Society and South Morningside
Primary School performed ‘The Flying
Scotsman, devised by Hugh Thurston
in 1966, on the platform alongside the
locomotive. The event concluded with
a performance from Celtic band the
Red Hot Chilli Pipers.

Simon rode on No. 60103 as
part of the process of writing
the poem, in which he describes
how the locomotive ‘coughed
into life; and how it features ‘vast
steel circumferences'andrippling
bodywork pouring with sweat.

‘Absolutely incredible’
Speaking to BBC Radio 4's Today
programme, he said: “There’s
something very dreamlike about the
whole contraption and the experience
of standing next to it. There's just
something absolutely incredible when
you're up close and personal with it."

He said that No. 60103 is “an
emblem of when we could have pride”
about railways.

His poem is now displayed as part of
Flying Scotsman: 100 Years, 100 Voices,

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS
OF FLYING SCOTSMAN.
THE WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS

STEAM LOC

Dame Mary Archer, chair of the Science Museum Group,
addresses guests at the 100th birthday eventat Edinburgh

Waverley. JASON HYNES/NRM
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All set to celebrateits birthday: Flying Scotsman arrives at Edinburgh Waverley on February 24.

a new exhibition at the National
Railway Museum in York. Launched on
February 19, it showcases the legacy
of the locomotive through the lives it
has touched.

The A3’s support crew were said to
have been up all night working in a
siding to ensure that the appearance
of the locomotive’s paintwork
was pristine.

Dame Mary Archer, chair of
the Science Museum Group, in
welcoming invited guests and media
representatives to the station, said:
“Flying Scotsman became an icon —
representative of an era of steam and
an engineering skillset that Britain
had mastered.

“I am struck by the sheer number
of people whose lives have been
touched by Flying Scotsman, from
the people who made and operated
it to those who have travelled with it
and those who saw it pass by. Flying
Scotsman's enduring appeal is its
ability to connect with people.

“We rarely find ourselves waving at
strangers and yet we wave at passing

Piper Kevin MacDonald, from the Red Hot Chilli Pipers, with
pupils from Morningside Primary School and members
of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society beside Flying

Scotsman at Edinburgh Waverley on February 24.
JASON HYNES/NRM
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steam engines without a moment’s
hesitation. That says something.

“| think we can say with some
confidence that Flying Scotsman truly
is the people’s engine.”

NRM director Judith McNicol said:
“Edinburgh Waverley is a fitting
location to mark the centenary of
the world’s most famous express
passenger locomotive. It was here that
Flying Scotsman completed its record-
breaking non-stop journey between
London and Edinburgh in 1928, and
Edinburgh is also the birthplace of
Sir Nigel Gresley, Flying Scotsman'’s
designer.

“Today, Flying Scotsman is an
undoubted star of the NRM's
collection and is recognised around
the world as a triumph of British
ingenuity and engineering. I've seen
first-hand how much this engine
means to our audiences. Flying
Scotsman is the best ambassador for
the NRM.

“It will now spend the rest of the
year travelling around the country
to give people the chance to see the
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engine for themselves and to take part
In this special anniversary.’

Eilish McGuinness, chief executive
of the National Heritage Memorial
Fund, said:“In 2004, we supported
the National Railway Museum in
acquiring the majestic Flying Scotsman
and placing it in the care of the
National Collection to make it publicly
accessible forever, and we later
contributed towards its preservation.

“That is why it is so wonderful to be
celebrating its centenary in Edinburgh
and knowing that this much-loved
heritage icon will be seen right across
the UK in the coming year, bringing
joy and wonder to all!”

Marking time

Alex Hynes, managing director of
Scotland’s Railway, added: “Edinburgh
Waverley was honoured to host a visit
from Flying Scotsman on such a special
occasion and our team has pulled out all
the stops for this special occasion. The
most famous steam locomotive in the
world always draws a crowd.

“Visitors to Princes Street Gardens,
just across the road from Waverley, will
see a familiar Flying Scotsman theme
when the world’s oldest Floral Clock
blooms later this year, too. Make sure
to pop in to see it while on your way
to the station.”

Also at the event was Stephen
Parkinson, Baron of Whitley Bay, who
has been Parliamentary Under-
Secretary of State for Arts and
Heritage since October.

At 11am, a minute’s silence was
held to mark a year since the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.

The anniversary year will end with
Scotsman visiting the Locomotion
museum in Shildon for the Centenary
Festival. The A3 will be in light steam
outside the museum building.

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



The Making of the Flying Scotsman (a phantasmagorla)

© Simon Armitage 2023

The blueprint came from the future,

plans
for a spaceship powered by
water and coal;

they fired up the furnace with
kindling and oily rags
and strong-armed the bellows
till the flames sang.

In went the chainmail and
breastplates of knights
for the casings, shields for the
footplate.

For the boiler they threw in an
ancient vat
that once distilled present
from past.

For the frame, suspension bridges
were commandeered.
In the forge, blacksmiths
practiced their dark arts.

They needed more heat: in went
ovens, braziers, kilns,
quartered segments of sun, in
went

anthracite kernels that burned with
blue breath.
For the firebox they used the
Bank of England’s

inmost vault, locked with a
bombproof door,
in it went, and rivets grown
from the knuckles

of dinosaurs coaxed back to life
from their DNA.
In went vices and anvils,
centurions’ helmets.

They shovelled in measures of
volume and space: cubits,
choirs, gallons, furlongs,

fathoms, spans and roods.

An acre of village green for the
famous paint.
The smokestack was a girder of
solid air.

Sandboxes held the Sahara in their
embrace.
(Later there'd be a Haynes
Manual for all this,

as if you could build the thing in
your garage one rainy weekend
from spent matches and
candle wax).

From Snowdon, Ben Nevis and
Scafell Pike
they recovered the giant pulleys
and gears

that rolled those mountains into
position,
used them for wheels.

They needed more speed: in went a
time-lapse film.
Some engine parts were
machined from language alone:

spindle glands, pear drop
stink bombs, hornguides,
eccentric rods...
They'd need more metal - they
diverted a foundry’s flow

of pulsing magma into the cauldron
where nuclear fusion
took place, where the barrel-
fronted

snub-nosed fizzog was starting to
bake, and threw in
the odd volcano or two to up
the Fahrenheit.

Swords for the slidebars, grease
from the earth’s axel.
In the organ loft of the cab the

shiny plumbing
of tubas, trombones and trumpets
got wrenched into shape.

Welds were soldered with silver

bracelets

and silver torcs belonging to tribal
princesses; hawthorn
and blackthorn needles tickled
the faces

of gauges and dials - whitesmiths
and tinsmiths applied
the finishing touches here and
there

as the range and hearth were hung
with ships’clocks,
beer pumps, embalmers’flasks
and the like.

Then a nip of single malt and it
coughed into life,
came from the tunnel’s mouth,

shunted slowly forward crunching
inches and yards
under its vast
steel circumferences,

straining, hissing, the rippling
bodywork pouring with sweat,
skirts trimmed with petticoats
of steam,

the spiracle venting cumulonimbus
into a blue sky,
devilment glowing red in the
lantern’s lens,

and stood there all hide, horn, bill,
hoof, claw, fin, and tail
as they fell to their knees,
astonished to find

this beast had wings - this creature
could fly.

Poet Laureate Simon Armitageon
the footplate of Flying Scotsman on
February 24. JASON HYNES/NRM

=» Oxford Professor of Poetry from
2015-19 and Professor of Poetry

at the University of Leeds, Poet
Laureate Simon Armitage was
awarded a CBE for services to poetry
in 2015. In 2019, he received the
Queens’s Gold Medal for Poetry.

A resident of West Yorkshire,
Simon has 12 full-length published
collections, most recently Magnetic
Field. He is also a broadcaster,
playwright, novelist and the author
of three best-selling volumes of
non-fiction.
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A COLLECTORS'set of 12 stamps The silhouette of The Queen, E
depicting Flying Scotsman — which adapted from a 1953 design by 4 t
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the silhouette portrait of the late Queen all special stamps since 1968. Future a ' : f"
Elizabeth Il - was released by Royal Mall special stamps will feature a silhouette ; _ % _ | # 5% f
on March 9. of King Charles IIL. ﬁ; "; ARy S 2 €
A further four stamps in a miniature The stamps, which are available in g Centen Y Df thE Flymg CGtSm&n ;
sheet illustrate railway posterartfrom  a presentation pack, depict Flying ;J . . A A A A L

the 1920s and 1930s.

Scotsman at locations including

Some of the new Royal Mall Flymg Scotsman collectors stamps, the last special
stamps to feature the portrait of the late Queen Elizabeth Il. ROYAL MAIL
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Pickering station on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway, Ribblehead
Viaduct in the Yorkshire Dales National
Park, steaming through Blyth in
Northumberland, in a blizzard at Heap
Bridge on the East Lancashire Railway,
the Royal Border Bridge at Berwick-
upon-Tweed, London Victoria station,
and in close-up at Shildon in County
Durham.

Royal Mail worked closely with Bob
Gwynne, associate curator at the
National Railway Museum, to select
the images featured on the stamps,
which were chosen from hundreds

of period photographs. David Gold,
director of external affairs & policy at
Royal Mail said:“Flying Scotsman is a
national treasure of engineering and
design that conjures up the golden
age of steam travel.

“This remarkable locomotive
epitomises the romance of rail travel
and is loved all by people over the
world. We are honoured to mark this
landmark milestone with a set of
special stamps.”
=» The stamps are available to
order now at www.royalmail.com/
flyingscotsman and on 03457 641641.
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World’s
by first ever all-female team

By Robin Jones

IN another majorfirstin its proud 100-
year history, Flying Scotsman was crewed
by an all-female team for three round
trips on the East Lancashire Railway to
mark International Women's Day on
March 8.

The ground-breaking crew
comprised three ELR volunteers in
Linda Henderson, Charlotte Instance
and Steph Elwood, along with Beth
Furness from Network Rail, who drove
the A3.

Linda began volunteering at the
ELR in 1993 at just 14 years old, along
with her mum and younger brother.
Throughout the years she has taken
on many different roles at the railway,
including dispatcher and signal
operations manager, and in March
2017 she became the ELR's first-ever
female main line locomotive driver.

Steph joined the ELR team in
October 2021 with a background in
maintenance and repair, eager to push
herself further and build on her self-
confidence. She was soon placed on a
fast-track course and passed her firing
exam in September 2022, becoming
the second ever female fireman on the
heritage line.

Love for trains

Charlotte came to the ELR in the
summer of 2021 and helped to get

the station shop up and running. She
quickly began following in her great
grandfather’s footsteps when she joined
the steam crew as a cleaner and had
the privilege of preparing and cleaning
Flying Scotsman during one of its visits
to the line, since when she had worked
her way up to the coveted position of
locomotive driver.

Beth's love for trains began at her
local railway when she was a 16-year-
old, and she has worked in roles
including operations, fitting, signalling
and fireman. She has previously
worked for the National Railway
Museum and now works as a section
planner for Network Rail.

8 Heritagerailway.co.uk

most famous crewed

She said: “Historically, the railways History makers:
have been a male-dominated Stationmaster Chandra
industry, but this is changing. Since Law, conductor driver
2017, our female workforce has grown Linda Henderson, fireman
twice as much as our male workforce Steph Elwood, driver Beth 5
and today, about 19% of people Furness and guard Lesley i
working at Network Rail are women. Hampson with No. 60103

“Never Mind the Gap is an
industry-wide collaboration that
offers two-week work placements to
show women what it takes to be a
train driver and to work at one of our
stations, as well as gain experience
In engineering, communications
and investment. Once you join the
industry, there’s lots of support
available to grow your career.

“I'm hoping that the team today
and the magnificent Flying Scotsman
can inspire more young women to
come forward.’

NRM director Judith McNicol said:
“Flying Scotsman'’s centenary is a
chance to celebrate the history of
this famous locomotive, but also to
reflect on how far we've come in terms
of women'’s opportunities in rail and
what still needs to be done.

“When Flying Scotsman was built
in 1923, equal voting for men and
women was still five years away, and
despite playing an important role
in keeping the railways running,
especially during the world wars,
many higher status occupations were
not open to women.

at Bury Bolton Streeton

“I hope that by working with
our partners to mark International
Women's Day, we can highlight and volunteers crewing the locomotive and “We want people of all ages,
celebrate the achievements of women  in supporting operational roles. genders and backgrounds to know
in the rail industry.” “We want to help shine a spotlight that they are welcome at ELR, with or

on women in the rail industry over without experience.

Celebrating women the past 100 years and the future “We offer extensive training
Tracey Parkinson, general manager opportunities for women within the programmes in a variety of roles at
atthe ELR since 2017, who has an railway sector, including at the ELR the railway and our hardworking
extensive 28-year background in She added:“We have some very volunteers are crucial in keeping the
railways and has worked in roles exciting things planned for Flying doors open.”
including fireman, said: “This is an Scotsman'’s time at the railway, The heritage line celebrated
incredible opportunity to celebrate the including the chance to ride behind it International Women's Day with
contribution of women in the railway and enjoy a luxury dining experience. a private event that saw local
industry and the iconic Flying Scotsman “It will also be on static display at our primary schools, children’s charities,
in its 100th year. We are honoured Heywood and Bury stations for the community groups and the NRM team
to be a part of it and to have female public to get up close and personal. ride behind No. 60103.

Left: Driver Beth
Furness and
conductor driver
Linda Henderson look
back as No.60103

reverses onto its train
on March 8.ELR

Right: LNERA3
Pacific No. 60103
Flying Scotsman at
Bury Bolton Street
station just after
9am on International

Women'’s Day, March
8. NRM

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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Hornby’s new model of Flying Scotsman as it ran in preservation after Alan Pegler bought a second tender in 1966 to use as a water carrier. HORNBY

New models across the gauges tor Scotsrman centenary

FLYING Scotsman centenary year’s lead
sponsor, modelmaker Hornby, has
released a new range of metal-bodied 00
gauge limited edition collectors'models
to represent the locomotive in six of its
Incarnations during its career.

The models are part of the Margate
manufacture’s modern-day Hornby
Dublo range launched in 2020.

Each comes in a bespoke box with a
medallion featuring Flying Scotsman'’s
centenary logo, operator, running
number and year, plus a numbered
commemorative certificate.

The six depict the locomotive as
LNER A1 No. 1472, LNER A1 No. 4472,
LNER A3 No. 103, BRNo. 60103,
No.4472 in the Alan Pegler era and
No. 4472 in the heritage era with
two tenders. There is also a special
Flying Scotsman 100th anniversary
four-wheel coach.

Speaking at the 100th birthday
event at Edinburgh Waverley (see
page 6), Hornby marketing and
development director Simon Kohler
said: “Quite a few years ago, | managed
to persuade my then CEO that Hornby
should create a suite of tools that

E
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would allow us to produce as many

variants of Flying Scotsman as possible.

“Through these models, Hornby has
had the privilege of forging a strong
relationship with both the National
Railway Museum and the Science
Museum. We are proud and honoured
to be part of the celebrations.”
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As reported in Heritage Railway issue
299, Hornby produced a TT gauge
model of the A3 in 2022.

Also on February 24, Trix and
Marklin launched two and three rail
HO gauge models of the A3, which
includes a factory-installed smoke unit
that produces a speed-dependent

Above: Following its conversion from an A1 to an A3, Flying Scotsman carried the LNER number 103 from May 1946 to
December 1948.
Below: The new Hornby Dublo model of Flying Scotsman as A1 No. 1472 prior to its conversion to an A3. BOTH: HORNBY

'F

dynamic smoke exhaust that can be
digitally controlled, among numerous
other features.

To view the full Hornby Flying
Scotsman centenary collection, head
online and visit https://uk.hornby.
com/catalogue/flying-scotsman-
centenary
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First coloured £2 in two decades as Scotsman centenary coins go on sale

THE Royal Mint has launched its
collectable £2 coin in several formats
to mark Flying Scotsman’s centenary
in collaboration with the National
Railway Museum, part of the Science
Museum Group.

The coin, as reported in Headline
News, issue 302, features the

inscription LNER followed by
4472, Flying Scotsman’s second
service number, as well as the date
of the locomotive’s centenary. The
design captures a side-on view

of the locomotive steaming. The
edge inscription reads ‘Live for

the Journey; a fitting tribute to a

One of the new £2 colour coins in front of the locomotive pictured oniit.
Insetright: The Flying Scotsman silver proof £2 coin. BOTH: ROYAL MINT

locomotive that continues to be
admired 100 years since it emerged
from Doncaster Works.

The colour version of the coin
was officially released on February
21.The last coloured £2 coin was
issued more than 20 years ago.

Ffion Gwillim, in the Royal Mint'’s
design team, ensured
that the colouring
on the coin
was inspired
by Flying _
Scotsman'’s &
iconic LNER \
apple green L)
livery.

Rebecca
Morgan, director
of collector services
at the Royal Mint, said:
“Flying Scotsman is a wonderful
example of British craftsmanship,
design and engineering, which led
to the creation of one of the world’s
most famous locomotives.

“While the Royal Mint’s expertise
and craftsmanship is closely
linked with precious metals, it was
important for us to highlight the

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

skill and engineering behind the
locomotive as part of the coin’s
design to mark its milestone
centenary.

“It is rare for colour to feature on
a £2 coin, so we anticipate this to
be extremely popular with not only
railway enthusiasts, but also coin
collectors across the world.”
The coin is now available
. to buy at www.royalmint.

\’\.1 com/shop/limited-
. editions/100th-
. anniversary-of-the-
flying-scotsman/
A brilliant
uncirculated coin costs
£12 and the colour
version (limited edition
of 15,000) costs £21. A silver
proof colour coin (limited edition
of 4472) is priced at £85, a silver
proof Piedfort colour coin (limited
edition of 1923) at £135, and a gold
proof coin (limited edition of 300)
costs £1225.

A set featuring the gold proof
coin and a 1923 gold sovereignis
available in a limited edition of 100
at £1975.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 9



Scotsman will launch the first

Strathspey steam gala in

By Owen Hayward

ADDED to the calendar of events for the
centenary year celebrations for A3 Pacific
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman is its first
working visit to a Scottish heritage line,
at which it will also launch the Strathspey
Railway’s first steam gala to take place for
several years.

While No. 60103 has run through
Aviemore before on a railtour on
May 10, 2019, double-heading with
LNER B1 No. 61306 Mayflower from
Edinburgh to Inverness, it has neither
visited the Strathspey nor operated
public services on any other Scottish
heritage line in preservation.

It spent two days at the Bo'ness
& Kinneil Railway in May 2016 after
being stopped from working a Steam
Dreams railtour across the Highlands
because Network Rail had not
completed gauging assessments over
the planned Fife and Borders routes in
time. During the stay at Bo'ness, it was
serviced and the railway was open
for viewing, but the A3 did not haul
any services. It was also stabled there
ahead of the 2019 working.

Previous Strathspey galas began
as just a two-train service due to low
home fleet availability, but were often
built upon with support from the
Scottish Traction Engine Society that
would rally at Boat of Garten. With
the fleet now having grown to three
operational resident locomotives
(with a fourth, Caledonian Railway
812 class 0-6-0 No. 828, presently
on loan to the Spa Valley Railway),
the opportunity has been taken to
stage the first big steam event for
some time, with an additional guest
locomotive also yet to be confirmed.

Previously billed to take place
between September 1 and 3, the gala
will now take place from September
15-17 to especially coincide with the
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visit of the centenarian locomotive,
which will kick off proceedings on day
one before going on static display in
light steam at Boat of Garten for the
remainder of the event.

No. 60103 will then operate services
along the full length of the line on the
two following weekends (September
23/24 and September 30/October 1)
before it departs for the next event
of its celebration year, heading ‘The
Hadrian'railtour on October 14 from
Derby to Darlington via the Settle and
Carlisle line.

Beavertail comes home

When on static display during the
steam gala, footplate access will be
available with entry via the tender from
LNER Beavertail observation saloon

No. 1719, which is moving to Scotland
from the Great Central Railway on a
three-year loan agreement (with option
to extend to five) with Railway Vehicle
Preservations Ltd.

One of two observation saloons
found on the high-speed‘Coronation’
services between London and
Edinburgh, No. 1719 was built at
Doncaster in 1937 and operated for
just two years before being placed in
storage when the Second World War
began. The carriages never ran as a full
set again; various carriages returned
to service in 1948 as general operating
stock, while the two saloons only saw
occasional use on charter trains until
transfer to the West Highland lines
In 1956.

The downward slopes of the
window ends offered limited visibility
and they were rebuilt by BR in 1959 at
Cowlairs works in Glasgow. No. 1719
retains its rebuilt condition with
taller and angled end windows, while
No. 1729 s stored in the One:One
Collection museum building at
Margate in Kent, where it has been
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LNER Beavertail observation saloon No. 1719 is to move to Strathspey for three
years on loan to the Aviemore line, having been out of service for overhaul.
Pictured inside Rothley carriage works on the Great Central Rail on January 29, it

has since moved to Nemesis Rail for completion of the interior, anditis expected
to move to Scotland at the end of March. PAUL HARRISON/RVP

10 Heritagerailway.co.uk

N

fully restored to original condition.
No. 1719 was withdrawn in 1968; it
moved to John Cameron’s short-lived
Lochty Private Railway running line
and museum on what was once part
of the East Fife Central Railway but
closed in 1992. From there it moved to
the GCR under private ownership and
the care of RVP Ltd, which launched a
fundraising appeal to restore it, with a
return to service coming in 2007.

With competition from several other
private charter vehicles at the GCR
meaning reduced opportunities for its
use, its'homecoming’to Scotland will
make it available to Strathspey service
trains during the operating season,
with LMS Engineer’s inspection
saloon No. 45021 on the opposite end
allowing for scenic panoramic views
of the railway and its surroundings in
both directions.

At present, the Beavertail is at
Nemesis Rail in Burton upon Trent,
where a substantial amount of
work has been carried out to bring
the carriage back up to standard,
including renewing some of the body
framing and damaged panelling,
fitting replacement wheelsets, and
rebuilding the observation window
end and refitting the glass.

Going big for galas
Flying Scotsman will be one of up to five
engines operating at the gala event,
which will see resident LMS Ivatt 2MT
2-6-0 pair Nos. 46464 and 46512 EV.
Cooper, Engineer, and LMS'Black Five'
4-6-0 No. 5025 joined by an additional
as-yet unconfirmed guest locomotive.
Operations manager Kieran
Murray said: “We are delighted to
be welcoming Flying Scotsman to

years
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Strathspey now added to the itinerary: A3 No. 60163 Flying Scotsman waits at
Edinburgh Waverley on February 24, all set for its action-packed centenary year.
PAUL BICKERDYKE

Strathspey in its centenary year

for what will also be its first time
operating public passenger services
on a heritage line in the country.

“Pairing it with the Beavertail
observation carriage will also be a
unique opportunity to see these
two icons together, so we are all
very excited. While Flying Scotsman
will undoubtedly be a star over the
weekend in its own right, we are
currently negotiating an additional
visiting locomotive that we are sure
will also prove a draw as it is one
that is very rarely seen away from its
home line.

“The steam gala is still in the early
planning stages but we hope to have
an intensive timetable in operation
that will include demonstration
freight working as part of the event,
for which we are currently working on
several wagons for”

Flying Scotsman’s first departure
from Aviemore will be a big ceremony,
with music and traditional Scottish
pagpipes. On the operating days
following the gala, five round trips
oehind No. 60103 will operate,
departing from Aviemore, with
tickets being bookable for seats
aboard one of these. They will also
allow unlimited travel on the reqular
timetable services that will be
operating alongside.

As this issue went to press, the
Strathspey confirmed that its diesel
gala over the April 7-10 Easter
weekend would likely become
a mixed traffic weekend due to
ogistical issues in bringing in visiting
ocomotives for the previously
blanned event, but options were
oeing considered carefully.

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



Rocket goes on display at Shildon’'s Locomotion

By Robin Jones

GEORGE and Robert Stephenson’s
Rocket is now on public display in the
Locomotion museum in Shildon after
being moved from the National Railway
Museum in York on March 1.

Built in nearby Newcastle at
Robert Stephenson and Co, the
world’s first locomotive workshop,
in 1829, it is first time that Rocket has
visited Locomotion and will join
early legends of the steam age
such as Timothy Hackworth's Sans
Pareil and Locomotion
No. 1. It is the first time that the trio
of early locomotives have been on
display together.

The temporary move allows Rocket
to remain on show to the public
while repair work is completed
at the NRM'’s Station Hall as part
of the museum’s Vision 2025
development masterplan.

Rocket won the Rainhill Trials, a
competition held in 1829 to find the
best design of steam locomotive for
the Liverpool & Manchester Railway
and also to decide whether steam
locomotives, as opposed to horse
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A forklift removes the outer frame of Rocket’s travel case

outside Locomotion in March 1. NRM
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Stephenson’s Rocket next to Sans Pareil, another Rainhill Trials entrant, in its new location inside Locomotion at Shildon.

NRM

traction, was the future way of
transport.
The delicate move was carried
out by the museum’s conservation
team and specialist contractor
Constantine, which also
moved Rocket to the NRM in 2019.
Rocket's chimney was first removed,
before the locomotive and chimney
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were carefully packed into a wooden
crate which then travelled on the
back of a lorry to Shildon.

On arrival, the locomotive was
slowly unloaded and moved into
Locomotion on a skate desighed
to spread the engine’s load and
minimise the chances of any
damage. The move took place while
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The chimney of Stephenson’s Rocket is carefully reattached

after being removed for transit. NRM

the museum was open to the public
with visitors getting the chance to
see Rocket, from a safe distance, as it
arrived in its new home.

It has gone on display next to Sans
Pareil and alongside more than 50 rail
vehicles already on show.

Head of Locomotion, Dr Sarah
Price, said: “We are delighted
to welcome such a well-known
locomotive to the museum,
especially one with such strong
connections to the North East.

“l am excited for our visitors to
see Rocket here in Shildon and I am
sure it will very quickly become a star
object for our visitors.”

The move coincides with the
construction on Locomotion’s New
Hall (see News, page 44), which will
house an additional 46 vehicles
from the National Collection with
carriages, wagons and locomotives
celebrating the North East’s role in
the development of railways. Robert
Stephenson and Co celebrates its
bicentenary later this year.

Tribute to Severn Valley pioneer Tony

THE Severn Valley Railway is in
mourning one of its longest-serving
volunteers, Tony Bending, who died
suddenly and unexpectedly on February
19 aged 77.

David Williams, a fellow SVR
pioneer, director and friend to Tony
for almost 60 years, said: “Tony was
one of the most well-known and
respected volunteers on the SVR.

“Like many of the early members
who were mourning the upcoming
end of steam traction on BR, Tony
joined the SVR Society in 1966 and
took part in working parties at
Bridgnorth and down the line to
Hampton Loade. He joined a group
of 18 people who bought locomotive
No. 43106 straight from BR at Preston
in 1968 and helped restore it to
pristine condition.

“We were teenagers who tore
about Britain photographing steam

before it disappeared in 1968.

At that time, neither of us were

local to Bridgnorth, Bewdley or
Kidderminster, but as early members
of the burgeoning SVR Society, we
had a chance to buy and preserve
steam locos and coaches on a
picturesque stretch of railway.

“The society managed to purchase
the first stretch of 4%2 miles and, of
course, success breeds success; that
eventually became the 16 2-mile
line we have today. At the beginning,
there were no other preserved
standard gauge railways within a
100-mile radius of the West Midlands.

“Very early on, Tony became
involved in marketing and publicity
activities, and his organisational and
analytical flair was soon recognised.
It was put to good use as a director
of the SVR Company (also known
as the Guarantee Company) from

1973 and SVR Holdings plc (the train
operating company) from 2011. He
was a director of both companies at
the time of his death.

“Tony’s managerial experience
with British Telecom in Birmingham
and London saw him‘in at the start’
of the computer world, and his
knowledge of it at a sound, practical
level saved the SVR from some
large maintenance fees over the
whole railway.

“He was on the first SVR footplate
courses for‘outsiders’in 1969 and
became a prolific driver, achieving
a lifelong ambition of handling
a Duchess, King, A4 and Bulleid
Pacifics. His last turn, however, was
on his favourite No. 43106 the ‘Flying
Pig; just before his 75th birthday in
September 2020.

“So much more could be related,
but suffice to say that Tony really

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

Severn Valley powerhouse Tony
Bending on the footplate.
BOB SWEET/SVR

'lived’ SVR for 57 years. Our
condolences go to his family
and close friends. Rest in peace,
dear friend
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Taw Valley in wartime black
for big Severn Valley gala

By Robin Jones and John Titlow

BULLEID West Country light Pacific
No. 34027 is to feature in the Severn
Valley Railway’s April 14-16 Spring
Steam Gala in wartime black livery for
the first time.

Last year, the locomotive carried
purple livery in its temporary identity
change as No. 70 Queen Elizabeth Il to
mark The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

On February 23, No. 34027
emerged from the Bridgnorth
Shed resplendent in wartime black,
complete with Southern Sunshine
lettering and cabside number
21C127. Sunshine lettering was
carried on the Southern Railway
between 1939 and 1948.

Built at Brighton Works in 1946,
Taw Valley was originally numbered
21C127 and entered service allocated
to Ramsgate Shed before moving
to Exmouth Junction in 1947. After
Nationalisation, it was renumbered
34027 and rebuilt from its original
form at Eastleigh in 1957.

Top of the bill

While the preserved Bullied Pacifics
have been turned out in a variety of
liveries, none have carried wartime
black, and its appearance is a first for
the heritage era. Several preserved
unrebuilt Bullied Pacifics — but no
rebuilds — have carried Southern
Sunshine lettering.

In its new livery, No. 21C127 will top
the gala bill with guest GWR 4-6-0
No. 4079 Pendennis Castle, making
its first appearance on a heritage line
away from its Didcot Railway Centre
base in its 99-year history.

The latest guest to be brooked for
the event will be GWR small prairie

Iwo spring galas and seaside summer for Erlestoke Manor

GWR 4-6-0 No. 7812 Erlestoke Manor is to
spend the summer on the West Somerset
Railway and will take part in its April 28-

May 1 Spring Steam Spectacular.

4 Ry,

February 23. JOHN TITLOW

4555, the sole member of the original
4500 class currently in service.
Seventy-five of the original 4500s
were produced at Swindon between
1906 and 1924, and No. 4555 was
one of the very last batch to be built.
It never went for scrap, thanks to its
sale by BR in 1965 to preservationists
who first ran it on the Dart Valley
Railway

The three-day gala has a GWR-
theme, with home-based 4-6-0s
No. 4930 Hagley Hall and 7812
Erlestoke Manor and pannier
No. 7714, freshly painted into BR
livery (picture, page 89). Negotiations
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As No. 21C127, Bulleid Pacific No. 34027 Taw Valley emerges from Bridgnorth Shed paintshop in black for the first time on

were underway with locomotive
owners for a third guest for the
high-profile event.

Popular with crews

SVR’s head of steam locomotive
engineering, Duncan Ballard, said:
“We are delighted that 4555's owners,
the Dartmouth Steam Railway &
River Boat Company, have agreed

to it coming to our gala. It's been on
hire at the East Somerset Railway for
the past three years and now that
their large prairie No. 4110 looks set
to return to service, the small prairie
can come to us.

continue our close working relationship

with the WSR and builds on the

arrangement some years ago when

the then WSR-based Raveningham Hall
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“I'think it's going to be popular
with our footplate crews, because, of
course, the SVR is already home to
another of the class, No. 4566. This
particular locomotive was withdrawn
from service in 2017, but it’s worth
spending some time viewing it
at The Engine House, Highley,
where it's now on static display
pending overhaul.”
=» Pendennis Castle to come early to
the SVR for April 13 trips — see feature,
from page 64.
=» Tickets, including money-saving
multi-day rovers, for the Spring Steam
Gala are available at svr.co.uk
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The loan of the recently overhauled
1939-built locomotive has been
mutually agreed by its owner, the
Erlestoke Manor Fund, and its Severn
Valley Railway home.

Still to complete its final running-in,
No. 7812 will appear in the line’s April
14-16 Spring Steam Gala before being
taken to Minehead. It will return in
the autumn to take up duties for the
remainder of the season in the run-up
to Christmas, traditionally the busiest
time of the year at the SVR.

SVR's head of steam engineering,
Duncan Ballard, said: “This is an
excellent opportunity for the SVR to

12 Heritagerailway.co.uk

spent an extended period in service at
the SVR.

“No. 7812 will be of considerable
benefit to the WSR during its peak
summer season. If it remained at the
SVR, we would find ourselves over-
supplied with steam engines for our
anticipated requirements.”

EMF chairman Adrian Hassell said:
“With 2023 being the 50th anniversary
year of the EMF and No. 7812 fresh from
its full overhaul, we're delighted that the
summer season hire will help maximise
the opportunities for supporters and
the wider public to enjoy the sight and
sound of No. 7812 in action’”

GWR 4-6-0 No. 7812 Erlestoke Manor catches the last light as its
approaches Kidderminster on December 7 during a series of test runs.
KENNY FELSTEAD/SVR
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Back to black for Caley tank saringout

By Owen Hayward

THE Scottish Railway Museum
Collection Trust and the Scottish Railway
Preservation Society have approved

the temporary repaint of Caledonian
Railway 0-4-4T Mclntosh 439 class
No.419in BR lined black livery as

No. 55189.

The proposal was made by
photographic charter group In
Search of Steam, and the newly-
repainted Bo'ness & Kinneil Railway-
based locomotive will star in a small
number of events in this guise, which
will be carried for up to 12 months,
after which it will be repainted either
back into CR colours or into its LMS
guise of No. 15189, an identity it has
yet to carry in the heritage era.

It could be the final time that the
Caley tank appears in BR colours for
some time; the owners of No. 419
prefer more ornate liveries on the
iconic Scottish tank engine and thus
the BR livery has only been carried
once before in preservation when
a similar arrangement took place
back in 2009 before No. 419 was last
withdrawn for overhaul. Again, it
featured in a series of charters just
before its ticket expired, meaning
thatits appearance as No. 55189 over
the next year will be the longest it
has worn black since BR days.

Plea for support
In response to several pledges of
help to cover the costs, a significant
factor in the proposal’s approval,
an appeal has been launched for
donations. If there is sufficient
support and the costs involved are
exceeded, then any surplus funds will
be invested in clearing vegetation
from lineside locations for the
charters to use and/or repairs to
appropriate goods wagons to bring
them back into service for the events.
Plans were still being finalised as
Heritage Railway closed for press; a

Caledonian Railway 0-4-4T No. 419 will revert to its BR identity (No. 55189) for
up to 12 months and star in a limited number of photographic charters being

planned by ‘In Search of Steam’. It last wore the livery in 2009, seen departing
Bo’ness during a 30742 Charter on March 1 of that year. MARTIN CREESE

provisional two-day stint was being
considered to coincide with a charter
being run at the Strathspey Railway
on April 24/25 of that month so
participants travelling from further
afield will not need to make two
long-distance trips. Focus on these
dates will be at lineside locations that
are not well litin the autumn months
and will likely feature No. 55189
running with some Mk.1 coaches and
possibly a box van or two.

A possible further three dates will
then be organised in November,
to include a night shoot at either
Bo'ness or Birkhill stations.

Some additional dates are being
agreed in February 2024 as a
reserve in case of poor weather at
the previous events or if there is
higher than anticipated demands
for charters.

Prices are expected to be in the
region of £110 to £120 per day, which

reflects the high costs now involved
In operating heritage railways. In
return, the itineraries will be planned
to offer the best value for money;
they won't be standard ‘nine-to-five’
days, instead aiming to capture the
best of the light on offer around
sunrise and sunset, which will bring

out the best of the locomotive and its

new livery.

First choice

Those donating to the repaint
appeal will have first choice of
booking dates before remaining
places are opened to all, details

of which will be published by the
organisers in due course. For more
information, see facebook.com/
insearchofsteam

=» Donations to the repaint fund
can be made online at cafdonate.
cafonline.org/22888#!/ and Gift Aiding
is encouraged to maximise value.

Catch a train through the Dee Valley to your own home!

ENTHUSIASTS looking fora home to
enjoy beautiful countryside, combined
with heritage steam and diesel trains,
may bid for the station house at Carrog
on the Llangollen Railway, which has just
gone on the market.

Purchased privately in years
between the closure of the Ruabon to
Barmouth line in December 1964 and
revivalists opening the track to the
station in 1996, the sale also includes
the ticket hall and tearoom, which are
currently leased back to the heritage
railway on an annual seasonal basis
from March through to the new year,
enabling trains to stop there and for
passengers to alight.

Situated between the Llantysilio
and Berwyn mountains, the station
house, which dates back to 1865, is a

three-bed property and comes with
a garden, two adjoining garages, car
parking and a paddock, with the plot
coming in at about 0.39 acres in size.

A substantial part of the station’s
eastern platform is also included in
the sale.

Although it would be ideal for the LR
to purchase the building, at present
the funds and resources are not
available to entertain such a proposal.

“We would love to acquire Carrog
station house, but the sad reality is
that the purchase cost and upkeep
Is beyond the current means of the
Llangollen Railway Trust, especially
when considering that Carrog will
not be the terminus of the line when
Corwen station is opened,’said
spokesman Terry Pickthall.

“The LR Trust would, though, be
delighted to work with the eventual
purchaser to discuss a continued
lease of the beautifully restored ticket

office and waiting room, as referred to

in the sales details.”

The rest of the station site is owned
oy Denbighshire County Council,
from which the railway leases
Platform 2, its waiting room, the
signalbox, yard and car park.

The property is listed as
freehold with an asking price
of £400,000. The listing can be
found online at rightmove.co.uk/
properties/132104789/

Viewings should be arranged
through that listing or by calling
Cavendish Estate Agents on
01824 703030.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

a hew world
record on the
Nene Valley

A BID to set a new Guinness
World Record for the number
of dogs carried on a steam train
will be attempted at the Nene
Valley Railway.

Saving Saints Rescue UK, a
charity dedicated to rescuing,
rehabilitating and rehoming
St Bernards and other larger
breeds, is to hold its first
annual dog show weekend in
Peterborough’s Nene Park on
April 15/16. Many of these dogs
are rescued from European
countries where there are no
official animal shelters.

The event will include a host
of activities including shows,
agility courses, a social dog walk
around the park, arts and crafts,
and Easter egg and treasure
hunts, plus a Saturday evening
barbecue with live music from
local singers.

Visitors are invited to camp
overnight. On the Sunday, the
focus will switch to Wansford
station, where the record
attempt will be held at about
6.15pm.

A charity spokesman said
it welcomes all dogs for the
record attempt, but only friendly
canines will be allowed on board
and must be kept control of.

The doggy train is likely to be
hauled by 1959-built Polish Tkp
0-8-0T No. 5485.
=» More details about the
charity can be found at www.
savingsaintsrescue.co.uk
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Mid-Norfolk urgently appeals for

repair funds before season can start

By Robin Jones

THE Mid-Norfolk Railway has delayed
the start of its 2023 season while it
raises funds to carry out urgent track
and bridge repairs.

Following the line's management
restructure (announced in issue
303), a new business model was
implemented as a matter of urgency.

“It has become clear that, like many
other heritage railways, the financial
climate means that the revenue that
the railway is currently raising does
not allow it to keep pace with the
deterioration of the permanent way,’
said a statement from the railway.

The most pressing issue is the
permanent way in the vicinity of
Crownthorpe Bridge and its weigh
beams. The track and beams must
be replaced immediately to allow
running to Wymondham as the rate
of deterioration has accelerated
since the last six-month inspection,
to the point the bridge and associate
track is unusable.

Accordingly, a new emergency
appeal will be launched to raise at
least £50,000 to allow the railway
to reopen and run services from
Dereham to Wymondham.

Despite previously announcing
March 4 as the reopening, this will
be delayed until such time as the

railway is confident that trains can
be run. Other remedial work and
inspections must also be addressed.

Initially, the service will be a 12-
mile round trip to Thuxton.

Central to the issues faced by the
heritage line is the condition of the
permanent way that the railway
inherited from BR.

With the end of passenger services
in the 1960s, BR ceased maintaining
the line and as such, the state of
the track was one of the principle
reasons for the total closure, as to
rectify the faults was economically
not viable.

Mid-Norfolk Railway Preservation
Trust chairman Charlie Robinson
said: “The MNR has not been immune
to the financial pressures that the
sector has been under. Our costs
have risen dramatically and therefore
to achieve the ambitious objectives
that the railway set itself, when the
trust was set up, we have to pull
together as an organisation and find
ways to grow the business so we can
raise the funds that are needed not
just to stand still, but to also carry
out the projects that have long been
aspired to.

“The railway is a significant
contributor to the regional economy
and as such, we are very aware of
our responsibilities to maintain that
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set to be theimmediate limit of Mid-Norfolk Railway passenger services once

they arerestarted. MNR

contribution, but to do so we also
ask for the support of the business
community and people of the region
to ensure the long-term future of
the railway.”

New trust council member Graham
Watts, who has now taken on the
railway’s commercial portfolio, said:
“From a commercial perspective, the
railway has a significant portfolio of
activities already, but what we must
do is be ruthless in driving our costs
down to increase the profit element
of the revenue we already generate

and introduce new services that
grow the business.

“Key to that is also to growing
the working membership. We
need not just people interested in
railway activities, but also people
with the skills that any business
needs, including administration,
information technology, marketing,
human resources management and
many more.”
=% To donate to the MNR appeal,
visit www.midnorfolkrailway.co.uk/
donations

Up to 18 compulsory redundancies at Severn Valley?

THE Severn Valley Railway may make
up to 18 compulsory redundancies in a
bid to save an extra £300,000 in staffing
costs this year.

As reported last issue, the railway
is taking steps to address soaring
operating costs and falling passenger
numbers of up to 30% since the start
of the Covid-19 pandemic, followed
by the current cost-of-living crisis.

A SVR statement said: “Taking 2022
and 2023 together, existing measures

mean we will have identified a
saving of £650,000 in staff costs.
This has been achieved by not filling
vacancies and redeploying existing
staff to cover. We are also having
to allow for a significant statutory
increase to minimum wage levels.
“We need to reduce costs in the
coming year. For the first few months
of our season, we will run on fewer
days than last year, with fewer
departures. We will review this in

mid-May. We will also undertake an
ambitious reduction of utility costs
and only carry out essential work on
rolling stock and infrastructure.

“Additionally, we will make a large-
scale reduction in salary costs.

“We have been tasked by the board
of directors to make an additional
£300,000 of savings in staff costs
this year. We are about to begin a
consultation period for compulsory
redundancies, likely to affect up to 18

paid roles, across the railway and at
all levels”

The railway was running between
Kidderminster and Highley only for
the weekends in March because
engineering work is taking place at
two locations north of Highley. The
full line will reopen on Saturday, April
1 with the Open House Weekend,
when visitors can glimpse areas of
the railway not normally accessible to
the public.
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No. 45212
with the
Keighley &
Worth Valley
Railway’s ‘red’
steam crane
at Haworth
stationduring
a 30742
photographic
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March 1.
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Twin anniversary celebrations on Isle of Man

By Owen Hayward

A PROGRAMME of twin celebrations
to mark the 150th anniversary of the
Isle of Man Steam Railway and the
130th of the Manx Electric Railway has
been announced.

In 1870, the Isle of Man Railway
Company was formed and over the
ensuing decade constructed two
major 3ft gauge lines, the first from
Douglas to Peel, which opened on
July 1,1873.The line to Port Erin
opened a year later and it is this
section on which the steam railway
now operates, with few concessions
to modernity. A third and final line
was builtin 1878/79 by the Manx
Northern Railway and ran between St
John's and Foxdale.

Construction of the Manx Electric
Railway commenced in 1893, with
a short section between a depot at
Derby Castle in Douglas through
to Groudle Glen opening on
September 7.

The anniversary celebrations for
the first steam railway will begin on
July 1 at 9.30am with the unveiling
of a plaque at Douglas station by
Lieutenant General Sir John Lorimer,
Governor of the Isle of Man. A line-
up of locomotives will be specially
decorated with headboards, shields
and flags, after which they will set

off in turn, accompanied by music
from the Douglas Town Band and
with the first departure at 9.50am
being double-headed by IOMSR
Beyer Peacock 2-4-0T No. 4 Loch and
Manx Northern Railway Dubs and Co.
0-6-0T No. 4 Caledonia.

On arrival at Port Erin, the
Rushen Silver Band will provide a
musical welcome.

Fair and more

A set of commemorative covers will
also be available, delivered to Port Erin
by members of the Ramsey Philatelic
Services by train. A Victorian Fayre will
also be opened by the governor in the
station grounds, running from 11am
until 4.45pm.

No. 1 Sutherland, the locomotive
that hauled the first trains, will be
displayed in the station sidings at
Port St. Mary throughout the day,
where the Manx Steam and Model
Engineering Club will also operate
a miniature railway on track panels
built by schoolchildren from on the
island over the last decade.

Photographic exhibitions and a
special dining service, which will
honour former IOMRC secretary
George Henry Wood who served
on the board from 1870 until his
death at the age of 89 in 1925, will
also available.

On July 23, an eight-day festival
celebrating all of the Island’s
transport networks will begin with
a programme that includes parallel
running between Derby Castle and
Groudle on the Manx Electric Railway,
Motorman taster sessions, Beyer
Peacock locomotive line-ups at Port
Erin, closed line bus tours, workshop
tours, cavalcades and much more.

Caledonia will spend a few days
on display at Knockaloe, a branch of
the former Douglas to Peel line that
opened in 1915 to specifically to
serve the First World War internment
camp by transporting goods from
boats moored at Peel Quay directly
into the camp. Caledonia was
the only locomotive capable of
managing the line’s incline and at its
peak made an average of 18 round
trips a day.

The IOMR’s No. 8 Fenella will also
return to Peel (the line to which
closed 55 years ago), where it will be
placed on a panel of track for a day
adjacent to the sandstone platform
and stone water tank on July 23.

The week will include cavalcades
on the Douglas Horse Tramway, as
well as both the Snaefel Mountain
Railway and MER, where trams will
parade through Laxey station in
numerical order. The Groudle Glen
Railway will run Bagnall 2-4-0T Sea

Lion with its original four-wheeled
coaches, both locomotive and stock
dating from 1896.

The festival will be rounded
off with a steam extravaganza at
Douglas station, where all available
locomotives will line up with a
selection of vintage rolling stock.

Electricdreams

The MER's celebrations will begin on
Sunday, September 10, three days after
the actual anniversary on September
7. A parallel run between Derby Castle
and Groudle Glen featuring GF Milnes
unvestibuled saloon cars Nos. 1 and 2,
both dating from 1893, will set off at
8.50am.

An as-yet unannounced special
guest of honour will unveil a
commemorative plaque at Laxey
station, travelling aboard No. 1 in
a second parallel run, with No. 2,
departing at 9.40am. On arrival at
Laxey, the guest will also open the
Victorian Fayre there.

Snaefell tram shed will be offering
tours at intervals throughout the day
for an additional supplement, as too
will the Laxey cars Sheds at Lower
Rencell Hill. Motorman taster lessons
will once again be available.
=?» For more information and to
book tickets, visit https://tinyurl.
com/2vmxp9vz
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its opening on July 5, 2003,

the 2ft gauge Hayling Light Railway has added Alan Keef 4WDM No. 11 from
Thorpe Park amusement park to its fleet. Builtin 1984 for the park’s Treasure
Island Railway that operated between 1983 and 1993, No. 11 was retained asa
works and rescue locomotive for the park’s Canada Creek Railway ride, which,

in turn, closed in 2011. The stock remained stored at the park, with ownership of
No. 11 now being transferred to the HLR, along with the majority of the track. The
locomotive is currently being rebuilt to meet the HLR’s needs and will arrive later

in theyear. HLR

victims ot vandalism

VANDALS targeted the Churnet Valley

Railway on February 19, with several
intruders damaging a fence using tools

they had brought with them.

The railway posted images from

CCTV and passengers on social media,
- and said:“Sadly, again some members

of the public believe it is perfectly

acceptable to trespass on the railway.

Some people don't understand

that even a heritage railway such as

ours will kill” Protective equipment

at Leekbrook level crossing was
- also destroyed.

Rolling stock on the West Somerset

. : and Swanage railways were also hit by
. vandals, with both attacks occurring

on February 26. The Swanage Railway
incident saw windows smashed on its
Swanage Belle dining carriages, with

further damage sustained inside.

At the WSR, windows were smashed
on the operational Class 117 DMU,

_and its interior, along with doors on
. adjacent carriages, was also damaged.

Locks were broken on freight wagons.
The police were alerted by a
nearby resident and officers detained

. three minors.

It comes as a blow to WSR

volunteers as the DMU had been

prepared for the start of the railway’s
operating season, which beings on
March 18. General manager Kerry

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.
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Windows on the West Somerset
Railway’s Class 117 DMU smashed
and interiors damaged during the
February 26 vandal attack.

RICH HISCOX/CREATIVE COMMONS

Noble said: “We are very grateful to
the resident who reported this activity
and to the police for responding
rapidly and taking the appropriate
action. Nevertheless, this is a very
disappointing incident following
work that staff and volunteers have
undertaken over the winter.

“We will all be working hard to
ensure that these vehicles can be back
In use again as soon as possible.”

Heritagerailway.co.uk 15



By Robin Jones

AN open day attended by hundreds of
visitors was held to mark six decades
since the Great Central Railway’s
‘quirkiest’station was closed by BR.

While the GCR's London Extension
was opened in 1899, Rushcliffe
Halt — now part of the Great Central
Railway (Nottingham) — was built
12 years later to serve Rushcliffe
Golf Club. Accordingly, its layout
did not conform to the typical GCR
‘island’ platform design. It closed in
1963 during a‘cull’ of many smaller
stations on the route.

While GCR(N) trains have run
to the halt in the past, they are
currently unable to do while repairs
to bridges on the heritage line
await completion.

Visitors arrived at the open day
in a vintage bus provided by the
Nottingham Area Bus Society based
at the nearby Nottingham Transport
Heritage Centre.

Visitors saw the progress made
on restoring the halt, where
many original features survive.
Two platform shelters have been
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'GC runs Mountsorrel branch services
only as two historic bridges replaced

- FAMOUS for its double-track heritage

. main line, the Great Central Railway has
-~ switched to running branch services

. while two 125-year-old bridges are

~ replaced.

Vulcan for
Poppy Line’s
spring gala

BAGNALL 0-6-0ST No. 401
Vulcan has been confirmed as
the second visiting locomotive
for the North Norfolk Railway’s
April 14-16 steam gala, starring
alongside previously announced
West Country light Pacific

No. 34028 Eddystone from the
Swanage Railway.

Built in 1951 for the Steel
Company of Wales for use
at the Abbey works at Port
Talbot, Vulcan’s design was
to be Bagnall’s new standard
postwar heavy shunter, but
ultimately its high specifications
meant it was too expensive for
industrial duties.

Its appearance comes courtesy
of the North Tyneside Railway.
The gala will see at least three
locomotives from the home
fleet in operation each day,
with the daily roster varying for
each, meaning visitors could
see and ride behind seven
different locomotives across the
long weekend.

ﬁ Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway
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recreated and interpretation boards
tell the story of the haltand its
working life.

The volunteer team’s Phil Sharpe
said: “We may not have trains at the
moment and our station may be
small but we are very proud of it. We
were delighted to welcome so many
people to our open day.

“Perhaps you can't call the
anniversary of closure a celebration
- but what's been achieved since by
everyone who has given their time
and money is certainly something
to celebrate.

Thanks to supporters
“We'd like to thank everyone who has
donated or worked at Rushcliffe Halt
over the preservation years.

“We have reached a milestone and
the best for the station is still ahead.”

The team is preparing a project
to improve visitor facilities and
providing a viewing area on the
site of the long demolished original
station building.

Meanwhile, the nearby 1946-built

brick-and-concrete signalbox nearby

is returning to life.

Services between Loughborough

-~ and Leicester North have been

. suspended for the whole of March
- while the bridges near Quorn

. & Woodhouse station are lifted
and replaced.

As a replacement service for

visitors, heritage DMUs and railcars
. are running between Leicester North
. and Swithland, where they change

Lay v a”

Mountsorrel branch. GCR

‘Quirky’ Rushcliffe Halt marks
60th anniversary

Rushcliffe Halt porters recreate the

days when passenger services called.
TOM INGALL

The GCR(N) signal and telegraph
team, assisted by the counterparts
on the Loughborough to Leicester
North section of the GCR, have
installing a floor, power and a lever
frame. Visitors were able to step
inside the ‘box for the first time, see
the work so far, and even pull the
first lever to be fitted.

onto the onto the Mountsorrel
branch and head to Nunckley Hill
visitor centre and museum.

‘Leading attraction’
GCR chairman Richard Patching said:
“The contrast between the branch line
and our main line is really something.
The train slows right down, leaving
plenty of time to enjoy the scenery and
relax.

“As our main line was built in the
1890s, we need to keep investing
in the railway so we continue to
serve the community as a leading

One of two bridges being replaced near Quorn &

its closure

The exterior of Hotchley Hill signalbox
isbeing restored. TOM INGALL

The next project at the signalbox
will involve extensive repairs to the
concrete structure.
=¥ To support the work at Rushcliffe
Halt, donations can be made to the
LNER GC Trust, which has a dedicated
fund for the project, c/o CAF bank,
sort code 40-52-40 and account
number 00010221.

attraction and employer. We are
relieved we don’t have to close
entirely, so now is definitely the
time to come and see us for this very
rare chance to travel from Leicester
to Mountsorrel!”

The Mountsorrel branch was built
to carry trains laden with stone
from the local quarry. It fell out of
use in the 1950s but was relaid by
volunteers as a community project.
What was an empty site was turned
into a visitor centre telling the story
of the quarrying and railways in the
area, along with other village stories.
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Woodhouse station. GCR
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THE FLYING
SCOTSMAN BEAR

SKILFULLY
HANDMADE BEAR S .
- READY TO DRIVE pat
THAT LEGENDARY
LOCOMOTIVE

Flying Scotsman holds a special place in

our hearts. Now, as we head into the centenary
year, Steiff present a magnificent tribute to this
record-breaking locomotive.

Bill, the Flying Scotsman Bear is hand-
made from the finest mohair. His smart uniform
has been tailored with the same love and care
as the bear himself. On his cap is a gold-plated
badge inspired by the locomotive’s nameplate,
complete with its unique number — 4472.
There’s another attached to his overalls. It’s
richly plated in 22ct gold and depicts Flying
Scotsman travelling at full steam.And in his ear
is the famous Steiff button — your guarantee of

quality.
REMARKABLE VALUE;
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

A Danbury Mint exclusive, Bill, the Flying Scotsman Bear will
be sought after by teddy bear lovers, Steiff collectors and train buffs

alike.

Bill, the Flying Scotsman Bear is yours for five convenient

monthly instalments of £59.80 (plus £1.96 postage and handling)

— a total price of £299 (plus £9.80 p&h).Your satisfaction is fully

guaranteed. If you are not delighted with your bear, simply return
him within 90 days for a FULL refund —
handling charge!

Demand is expected to be high. Reserve your bear now! Call
0344 557 1000, order online at www.danburymint.co.uk
or post your order form today, to Danbury Mint, Davis Road,
Chessington, Surrey KT9 | SE.

Lo/

M Makers of the world’s most valuable bears and animals.

Produced under licence for SCMG Enterprises Ltd. Flying Scotsman trademarks ® SCMG/ designs © SCMG. Flying Scotsman
is a National Railway Museum locomotive. Every purchase supports the museum. www.railwaymuseum.org.uk

including our postage and
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1,H'G ﬁCDTﬁHAN
44712

Actual size of bear is
10" (25.5¢cm) standing.

Danbury Mint, Davis Road, Chessington KT9 1SE.

Order online at www.danburymint.co.uk
> Telephone orders on 0344 557 1000

BILL, THE FLYING SCOTSMAN
BEAR BY STEIFF

Please reserve (q’'ty) of these bears for me, as described in this offer. My
satisfaction is guaranteed.

Please charge my credit/debit card in monthly instalments.

Card No. Visa/Delta

Mastercard

Card expiry date Signature

| will pay by cheque or postal order. We'll invoice you for the first instalment.
SEND NO MONEY NOW

Title First name
(Mr/Mrs/Miss etc.)

(please print clearly)

Surname

Address

Postcode

Telephone No.

Email address

A division of MBI, Inc. No overseas orders. We may process your information and share it with OFFER CODE:
carefully considered companies to enhance the services we provide. For more information see H-I 01 91
our Privacy Notice at www.danburymint.co.uk.




Southern Locos Ltd takes on
ir Frederick Pile from MHR

By Owen Hayward

UNRESTORED rebuilt Bulleid light Pacific

No. 34058 Sir Frederick Pile, which has
been stored at the Mid-Hants Railway
since arriving there from the Avon Valley
Railway in 2011, is being transferred
into the ownership of Southern
Locomotives Ltd.

Taking its tally of light Pacifics to
seven, an agreement between SLL
(which has already instigated plans
for its restoration to commence) and
the MHR (where workshop space
for the full overhaul of No. 34058
would not have been available for
many years) has been reached. The
company has now taken on the
project alongside the restoration
of two of its own locomotives,

Nos. 34010 Sidmouth and 35025
Brocklebank Line.

No. 34058 was built at Brighton in
1947 with air-smoothed casing and
numbered 21C158. Rebuilt in March
1960 with the casing removed, it
continued in service for just four
more years until withdrawn from
Eastleigh in October 1964 with an

estimated 812,568 miles on the clock.

From there, it was moved to Dai
Woodham’s Barry scrapyard from
where it purchased by Mike Vout in
1986 and taken to the AVR. There,
Mike and close colleagues devoted
themselves to acquiring or making
many of the parts required for
rebuilding, although the frames,
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boiler, axleboxes and wheels were
never restored.

Mike died in 2015 and the
locomotive was donated to the MHR,
with a dedicated group working to
raise funds for the work required.
During 2022, the MHR approached
SLL with a view to pooling resources
that would help both organisations
restore, overhaul and maintain
their 10 Bulleid Pacifics; No. 34058
IS just one part of the long-term
strategic partnership.

Good friends
SLL and Mike Vout have had along
association, having liaised on several
occasions in the past as he collected the
parts to overhaul his locomotive. SLLs
Willie Bath included him in several bulk
purchases of materials for new parts
when making purchases for SLL, which
resulted in No. 34058's new coupling
and connecting rods, and new tender
frames. In return, when Mike's friend
and colleague Andy Richards managed
to persuade British Steel to cut several
sets of steel sheet for tender frames to
imperial measurements, SLL benefitted
with material to construct three new
frames.

The sheets for No. 34058's new
tender frames are stored and will
be delivered once SLL can organise
construction. Both parties also came
together on a bulk order for tender
wheels following Willie's organisation
of the correct pattern for these.
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Preparations are being made to
lift the boiler off of the frames at the
MHR; this may take place at Arlesford

prior to the chassis being loaded onto

a lorry for transfer to Sellindge.

It is hoped that the boiler overhaul
will be carried out under contract at
Ropley, with work possibly starting
later this year. SLL asked its inspector
to give a preliminary examination of
the boiler; the general consensus as
that it is in a reasonable condition,
although after 58 years of inactivity,
there will still be a fairly significant
amount to do.

Fundraising will be a joint effort
between both organisations. The
MHR has also organised the delivery
of four panels of track to SLLs
Sellindge base in March to provide
storage space for the locomotive
when it departs Hampshire.

Once at Sellindge, the restoration
of the chassis will commence
immediately, with the removal of the
driving springs, axleboxes and more
to enable the lifting of the frames
in a similar manner to the process
undertaken with Brocklebank Line.
After this, the clock will start ticking
to grit-blast, needle-gun and bring
the frames up to standard before
entering Herston Works, hopefully in
mid-2024.

Work is earmarked to take
place alongside the restoration of
Sidmouth, also in the early stages of
restoration, which will undoubtedly
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SR Battle of Britain classes Nos. 34058 Sir Fredrick Pile and 34053 Sir Keith Park rub shoulders at Arlesfordon t
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prove an economical boon for the
manufacture and machining of
components. A tentative timescale of
four years has been estimated, with
Sir Frederick Pile set to return to the
MHR as its main base.

Lancashire holiday

Meanwhile, SLLs unrebuilt No. 34072
257 Squadron will spend the summer
at the East Lancashire Railway to assist
with locomotive requirements there
following the recent withdrawal of
classmate No. 34092 City of Wells and
the Furness Railway Trust's WR 0-6-2T
56XX No. 5643, the latter of which has
now returned to the Ribble Steam
Railway in Preston for overhaul.

Following its appearance at the
Kent & East Sussex Railway during
April and May (as reported last issue),
No. 34072 will return to its current
operating base at the Spa Valley
Railway for the June 17/18 Summer
Steam Up, after which it will move to
Bury for its third visit about 30 years
after its first.

It is hoped that City of Wells will be
completed in time to see the Pacific
pair operating in tandem before 257
Squadron returns south.

Eddystone will also be off on a
short holiday when it visits the North
Norfolk Railway for the April 14-16
Spring Steam Gala. The weekend
will feature double-heading,
non-stop runs and demonstration
goods workings, in addition to
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ummer 2017 steam gala. The

unrestored locomotive will now be overhauled by Southern Locomotives Ltd following the transferal of ownership to the company, takingits tally of these light
Pacifics to seven.SLL

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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ift were well under way.fhe light Pacificis

pictured almost fully stripped inside Herston Works on January 19.

DAVID ENSOR/SLL
-

The frames for Austeﬁty 0-6-0 No. WD76050 Norman have been transferred

to the East Lancashire Railway’s Bury workshops, where overhaul will now be

completed. SLL

opportunities to ride on the line’s
varying vintage carriage rakes.

SLL has hinted at the possibility
of steaming four of its operational
locomotives at Swanage early next
year. Currently residing there are
Nos. 34028 Eddystone and 34070
Manston.

No. 34053 Sir Keith Park is currently
in Herston Works, where the boiler
Is almost ready for removal. The
front half of the locomotive will be
transported to Tyseley Locomotive
Works, where the boiler will then
be craned out and swapped with
the overhauled one from Sidmouth,
which is currently at Weybourne
on the NNR. With the‘new’boiler in
the frames, these will then return
to Herston for the locomotive to be
reassembled, while the removed
boiler will now be repaired under
contract in Tyseley. With this work
expediting the overhaul, Sir Keith
Park could be undergoing running
in at Swanage in the first months of
2024, meaning it would only need
No. 34072 to be taken there to have
a four-locomotive ‘Bulleid fest.

Elsewhere, the overhaul of SLLs
BR Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80104

continues at Tyseley. Boiler work
is concentrated on the rear upper
copper tubeplate, which, following
the removal of tubes, has revealed
that the holes would be oversized
after cleaning and tapping,
compromising the integrity of the
plate. To avoid the expense of a full
replacement, a specialist copper
welder is being employed to build
up the edges and reduce their size,
before Tyseley engineers cut new
threads in this to make them correct
in size. Although this is estimated
to cost in the region of £25,000, it
represents only about 20% of the
price of a completely new tubeplate.
Other parts have been transferred
to Herston, where SLL volunteers
are working on refurbishing and
overhauling them where necessary.
The overhaul of Robert
Stephenson & Hawthorn-built
Austerity 0-6-0ST No. WD76050
Norman, which is being restored
to Longmoor Military Railway
condition, is also due to resume
following the transfer of the frames,
boiler and other parts to the ELR,
where plans to complete the
locomotive are being made.
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New general
manager is
appointed at
Epping Ongar

~ FOLLOWING the departure of Dean
Walton as acting general managerin

. December 2022, the Epping Ongar
Railway has appointed former Mid-

. Norfolk Railway equal George Saville as
~ his successor.

Initially joining on a short-term

contract through the 2023 operating
- season, George brings with him a
wealth of knowledge and experience
- from his time at the MNR, Nene
Valley and other railways and
locomotive groups.

He said:“l am honoured to be

joining the Epping Ongar Railway, a
heritage railway that has been such
- asuccess and has so much future
potential.

“As the railway’s new general

. manager, | look forward to leading
and serving the dedicated and loyal
. volunteers and staff of the Epping
Ongar Railway and helping them

-~ build on the success they have

~ already created”

George began volunteering with

. heritage railways as a teenager at
the Rutland Railway Museum, now

. Rocks by Rail. From this, he met
locomotive owner Gerald Boden,

- which led to him becoming involved
with the Nene Valley Railway’s

. galas and events planning. He has
driven locomotives during Steam
_on the Met specials on the London
Underground, and helped overhaul

- and operate locomotives such as the
~ WR0-6-0PT 94XX No. 9466 with the

. late Dennis Howells.

George Saville, the new general
manager of the Epping Ongar Railway,
at the controls of No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman during its visit to the Mid-
Norfolk Railway in 2021. EOR

He became the MNR's first
operations manager, led a team
to produce the railway’s rule
book, and introduced steam galas
there, before applying to become
general manager.

More recently he has led the
railway to take on the lucrative
Polar Express franchise (which
latterly included purchasing 19
Mk.3 carriages to help improve
the service), negotiated a storage
contract with Greater Anglia, and
led the railway through the Covid-19
pandemic. His departure from the
MNR follows a recent restructure of
the management there.

EOR managing director Roger
Wright said: “We are delighted to
have George join us at short notice
and look forward to him helping us
further develop one of Essex’s major
leisure destinations. We would like
to thank Dean Walton, our previous
general manager, for all the hard
work he has put into the Epping
Ongar Railway to help us to where
we are today.”

Shunter’s arrival at Llangollen

THE Llangollen Railway has taken
delivery of Hunslet 0-4-0DM
No. 2145 from the Tanat Valley Light
Railway to aid with shunting duties
at the Pentrefelin carriage works.
Built in 1940, the locomotive
worked the Newport Royal
Ordnance Factory, shunting the
private sidings that connected to
the GWR’s South Wales main line.
After withdrawal, it was preserved

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ.

Hunslet 0-4-0DM No. 2145 arrives at Llangollen on February 20. LR

at the Dean Forest Railway in the
early 1970s before moving to the
TVR.

It has now been purchased by
a member of the LR’s Suburban
group, which will now restore
the locomotive, which has not
operated for about six years, and
use it for shunting at the carriage
shed to relieve Class 08 D3265 of
some of the workload.

. ﬁ”ﬁl.‘
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Bluebell extends ‘kids for a

By Owen Hayward

THE Bluebell Railway’s ‘kids for a quid’
offer proved to be such a successful
draw over the February 11-19 half-term
that it has been extended to cover most
of 2023.

With the exception of special events,
children aged between three and 15
can now enjoy the discounted travel
rate when accompanied by a full
fare-paying adult during any weekend
and school holiday when trains are
running on the 11-mile line.

Due to the truncation of the line
north of Horsted Keynes, where
track relaying was taking place at
Vaux End, half-term services were
limited to operating between there
and Sheffield Park only. However, the
holiday was also a perfect opportunity
to launch newly-overhauled LBSCR
0-6-0T A1 ‘Terrier' No. 72 Fenchurch
back into traffic following a winter
period of finishing off and crew
familiarisation training runs.

Fenchurch headed a three-coach
rake of vintage SR compartment
carriages, including birdcage brake
No. 3363, over the truncated line,
with SECR O1 0-6-0 No. 65 operating
alongside on some days when it
hauled the Golden Arrow dining
services. A temporary ice skating
rink at the south end of the Sheffield
Park locomotive shed also proved
immensely popular over the week.

Less is sometimes more

Bluebell plc chairman Paul
Churchman said: “We had a good
number of visitors and Fenchurch was
very popular with the kids. Ice skating
did very well; although half-term was
across only one week (last year West
and East Sussex, Kent and Surrey
half-terms were all on two differing
weeks) and we took less money than
last year, by only operating between

Tubing of the boiler for SR Battle of Britain class No. 34059 Sir Archibald Sinclair
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s could not run the full length of line owing to trackwofk north

of Horsted Keynes. However, it proved to be the perfect opportunity to launch freshly overhauled former LBSCR A1X 0-6-0T
No. 72 Fenchurch into traffic, which operated the services with three Southern Region compartment carriages on the
truncated line. On February 13, the Terrier is seen emerging from Three Arch Bridge with a morning departure from Horsted

Keynes. JAMES CUMMINS/BR

the two stations, using Fenchurch, and
having just one week of costs means
the margin is showing that we did
better. The moral here is that less is
sometimes better, in some cases.

“The ice rink brings in families with
teenage children as well as couples.
This shows we have to offer more
than just a train ride — and broadening
the offer so we can appeal to a wider
customer base is something the team
is working on constantly.”

As Heritage Railway went to press,
the track at Vaux End had been
reconnected and a tamper had
arrived to finish off alignment of the
relaid section. A substantial amount
of ballast reclaimed from this stretch

- -

is well underway, while the backhead has had the crinolines fitted, which the
cladding will eventually be mounted on. JOHN FRY
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will be reused on the relay of a‘wet’
section of line just north of the 731-
yard Sharpthorne Tunnel.

However, a setback saw Maunsell
Q 0-6-0 No. 30541 withdrawn from
traffic eight years into its 10-year
boiler certificate. It was stopped in
December 2022 when firebox defects
were discovered, and with just two
years left of service before it would
need to be withdrawn, it was decided
not to undertake repairs now.

However, given that the cylinders
were rebored, and steam pipes and
piston rods replaced early last year,
it is in mechanically good condition
and consideration was being given
to a possible rapid overhaul, but
dependent on availability of finance
for new tyres and a new tender tank.

Hall's helping hand

The withdrawal has left the railway
with just three'big’engines, BR
Standards 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082
Camelot and 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80150
plus No. 65. The latter, much like the
“Terrier; is limited in what it can haul
and during the summer months
Is normally in charge of the dining
services. To provide enough cover for
maintenance and failures, the hire
of WR 4-6-0 No. 6989 Wightwick Hall
from the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre has been extended until later
In the year.

The boiler for resident SR Battle
of Britain No. 34059 Sir Archibald
Sinclair, owned by the Bulleid

Society, is now upright in the
Sheffield Park workshops after being
trial-fitted to the frames. Retubing

IS nearing completion, as is work

on finishing the ashpan, while the
locomotive’s tender is in the process
of being repainted.

No. 34059's owning group has
confirmed that once its boiler has
been returned to the frames, that of
West Country No. 21C123 Blackmoor
Vale will be lifted off and taken to
South Devon Railway Engineering,
where a new inner firebox awaits
fitting. It is hoped that an agreement
will be reached to overhaul other
items from this locomotive at Sheffield
Park, although new items of motion
are thought to be required.

Also in the works is SECR H 0-4-4T
No. 263, for which the boiler was
removed back in November 2022.
Despite being withdrawn only at
the expiration of its ticket just a
few months before in February, like
No. 30541, it too has received a large
amount of mechanical work since its
last overhaul was completed in 2013.
With the boiler in very good condition,
work began as it was believed that
the turnaround for this unique
and popular locomotive would be
relatively quick. It does, however,
require new crown girders, tyres,
springs and cylinder block.

Funding has been provided by
the Bluebell Railway Trust, in part
thanks to a bequest specifically for
this locomotive.

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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M" Two of the cnmpleted prnjects that were uutshopped jl.ISt weeks apart SR 20-ton
~2=="" engineering wagon ED62002 and Bulleid five plank-open merchandise No. 12058
sit outside the workshops on February 26. MATTHEW LANDER/BR

Delivering the goods - and Vlntage coaches too!

AT HORSTED Keynes, the Bluebell
Railway’s wagon division has
outshopped three wagons from the
carriage and wagon workshops. On
February 13, the restoration of SR 20-
ton engineer's wagon ED 62002 was
officially completed after a two-year-
long restoration, which has seen the
vehicle finished off in the bright‘orange
oxide’ colour the region’s engineering
fleet were found in.

Behind this on February 21 was
SR eight-plank open No. 37786 that
had undergone a rapid one-week
repaint and spot-plank replacement.
It was in overall good condition,
with just three planks requiring
swapping out.

It has been repainted into the
previously worn SR freight brown
and early SR-style lettering; it had
been hoped to change this for the
later style that the wagon would
have carried, but it has retained the
current style to meet requirements
for a forthcoming filming contract.
The livery will be rectified in few
years time when it undergoes a
major overhaul.

Also finished was SR Bulleid five-
plank merchandise open No. 12058.
The restoration has seen it revert
from its departmental shunting
wagon conversion to its original
specifications, including unpainted
English hardwood finish.

The wagon division will undertake
repaints on two of the railway’s
three plank opens — LMS No. 474558
and BR No. M480222 — while it
awaits a shunt to bring one of its
next major projects, Shell/BP class
A spirit tanker No. 4497, down
from Kingscote to facilitate the
replacement of its timber packers
and undergo a repaint.

SR motor car truck No. 39617
was planned to be the next major
project but has been delayed
until [ater in the year as it will be
required for background work in an
upcoming film job.

Centenarian Pullman parlour brake
third Car 54 has been returned to its

bogies after having its brake gear
remade and has transferred over to
the paint shop for the next phase of
external finishing. While undercoat
Is being applied, work will continue
on the interior, including fitting of
doors and droplights that required
the vehicle to sit level on its wheels
to facilitate.

Its position on the jacks has
been taken by the line’s LNWR
observation saloon No. 1503 for
brake rigging work to enable this to
return to service soon. LBSCR four-
wheel Stroudley brake No. 949 has
been lined and lettered in the main
works and has also spent a week in
the paintshop for varnishing.

This carriage, built in 1881, has
been restored to its former glory
after having been used as a storage
shed at a farm near Cranleigh, where
it is believed to have sat since soon
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After a week in the paintshop, Stroudley four-wheel brake third No. 949 is inching

ever closer to completion. Work underneath and further layers of varnish are still
to take place beforeit can be released for service. RICHARD SALMON/BR

Now 100 years old Pullman parlour
brake third Car54is back onits bogies
and in the paintshop at Horsted
Keynes. MATTHEW LANDER/BR

Restoration commenced in 2004,
and it will form part of a Terrier-
hauled Stroudley train with first
No. 661 (restored and operational),
third Nos. 328 (undergoing
restoration) and 992 (stored),
and brake third No. 725 (stored)
to become possibly the oldest
standard gauge train in the country.

Award presentation recognises half a century of hard graft at Mld Hants

THE Mid-Hants Railway has been
presented with The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service by the Lord
Lieutenant of Hampshire, Nigel
Atkinson.

As reported in issue 295, the
award, the highest honour that
a voluntary group can receive,
was announced in last year’s
Platinum Jubilee Honours List, but
the presentation ceremony was
postponed following the death of
Queen Elizabeth Il in September. It
instead took place on February 27.

Mr Atkinson said: “This award
has been given in recognition
of the contribution made by the
Watercress Line’s many dedicated
volunteers over almost 50 years.”

Railway president Richard Lacey
said: “Everybody at The Watercress

Line is honoured that our efforts

have been recognised by this award.

“Since 1974, our wonderful
volunteers, working with our small
core of paid staff, have driven the
restoration of the railway and
reconnected Alresford to Alton
by rail. Their skills, dedication
and sheer hard work in restoring,
operating and maintaining the
railway, and in delivering events,
has benefited the local community.

“Without the enthusiasm and
commitment of our extraordinary
volunteers, none of this would have
been possible.”

Two volunteers from the railway
will also attend a Royal Garden
Party at Buckingham Palace, along
with other recipients of last year’s
award.

Mid-Hants Railway volunteers gathered at Arlesford on February 27 for
the presentation of The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service by the Lord
Lieutenant of Hampshire, Nigel Atkinson. MHR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.
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Edward Thomas to go to
Aberystwyth for overhaul

By Owen Hayward

THE Talyllyn Railway’s Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST
No. 4 Edward Thomas will bow out of
service following its starring role in the
David Mitchell photographic charters

on March 19-22 —-and work on its
overhaul will begin in the Vale of Rheidol
workshops after a decade following its
last overhaul.

Thefirst taste of the new bluelivery

for No. 1 Talyllyn is visible on its driving

wheels that have now been painted in
the Pendre works. NATHAN SPENCE

The boiler for Fletcher Jennings No. 1
Talyllynis currently at the Mid-Hants
Railway’s Ropley works, where the

tubes are now beinginstalled.
OWEN HAYWARD

The'Tattoo" will make its final
operating appearance wearing
Corris red colours that have been
rapidly applied in the Pendre
paintshop especially for the
charters, after which it will depart to
Aberystwyth on April 17.

It is envisaged that, as the
axleboxes were renewed and horns
machined in 2018, the work required

to complete the overhaul will be
limited to a retube of the boiler and
boring the cylinders, although a full
assessment will determine this once
dismantled and inspected.
Meanwhile, the fully-painted frames
for Fletcher Jennings 0-4-2ST No. 1
Talyllyn have entered the workshops
at Pendre, where the redesigned
brake gear is being made and fitted.

Kerr Stuart 0-4-2ST No. 4047 of 1921 No.4 Edward Thomas in undercoat for its new red livery on March 2 as it was being

Cylinder liners have been shrunk
into the bores and new draincock
holes have been bored through
and tapped. The first coats of the
locomotive’s new blue livery have
been applied to the driving wheels

The boiler is at the Mid-Hants
Railway’s Ropley workshops and
volunteers there are continuing to fit
the new tubes.
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prepared for a series of photographic charters before withdrawal for overhaul. LUKE RYAN/TR

King Edward | is moved to Crewe

GWR 4-6-0 No. 6024 Edward | has
been taken to the LNWR Heritage
workshops at Crewe for the next
phase of its overhaul.

Over the past 11 years, the
6024 Preservation Society has
undertaken the third overhaul
in preservation of No. 6024 at
Minehead on the West Somerset
Railway on behalf of the owner
the Royal Scot Locomotive and
General Trust.

As engineering and technical
requirements for operation on
Network Rail have changed
over that time, the trust wanted
assurance of the condition of
the locomotive prior to the
completion of the overhaul.

22 Heritagerailway.co.uk

On February 23, it was
transported by road to Crewe
for an engineering audit by
industry stakeholders and
authorised bodies as part of this
assurance process.

Once the necessary tasks
required to complete the
overhaul are made clear, it is
planned for the locomotive to
be returned to Minehead for the
society to complete it.

No. 6024, the 36th locomotive
to be rescued from Barry
scrapyard, was withdrawn
from traffic on April 15,2012,
after running for a few weeks
on the SWR after its main line
ticket expired.

Grant to boost Foxfield’s appeal

THE Foxfield Railway has been given
a £9500 grant to boost the delivery
of its heritage message to visitors.

The grant has been awarded by
the Association of Independent
Museums and the National Lottery
Heritage Fund as part of AIM’s New
Stories: New Audiences scheme to
enable small museums to develop
and broaden their offer to new and
non-traditional audiences.

The railway will produce new
displays and interpretation panels
telling the story of Foxfield Colliery
and in particular the lives of
women, children and animals who
worked in coal mines.

It will also create an education
pack and audio-visual presentation

of the colliery’s history, which
opened in 1880 and closed in
1965, as well as improving the
presentation of the historic
colliery buildings.

Foxfield museum manager
Anthony Dawson said: “The
Foxfield Railway is unique in still
having part of the colliery complex
the railway once served, including
the ferocious Foxfield Bank. This
project will tell new, engaging
stories and enable us to open the
colliery on a monthly basis.”

The private mineral railway
opened in 1893 and the Foxfield
Light Railway Society began to
operate trains over it just two years
after the mine closed.

Pre-order Issue 305: Order your copy from mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.
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Builtin 1867, carriage No. 4 was sent to the Vale of Rheidol’s Aberystwyth
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works for repairs at the end of 2022. On January 27, it was up on jacks while the
wheelsets were turned and brake gear and springs overhauled. TR

The overhaul of 0-4-OWT No. 2
Dolgoch is entering the final stages,
and with painting now complete,
the final external fittings are being
refitted, with steam testing due to
commence once the new connecting
rods have been delivered. Cracks
were discovered in the old left-hand
side rod and the decision was taken
to replace both sides with new
ones. It is expected that, subject to
successful running in, No. 2 will debut

at the Founders Day celebrations on
May 14.

Diesel stalwart stopped
On the diesel front, Ruston & Hornsby
4WDM No. 5 Midlander has been taken
out of service, in need of substantial
gearbox repairs and overhaul, meaning
it will be unavailable for the majority of
the 2023 operating season.

Builtin 1940 and then rebuilt
to its current appearance in 1980,
this shunter was a stalwart of the
engineering fleet following its
arrival in 1957, even operating a
limited winter season for a few

years between Twywn Wharf and
Rhydyronen. It was not until work
on the extension to Nant Gwernol,
however, that it truly came into its
own — when it aided in transporting
spoil, rock and rails up and down the
line for six years.

It has taken a back seat in more
recent years but is still a significant
part of the TR history; its absence
—in a year where the diesel fleet is
set to gain more recognition with
two planned running days — will be
noticed. A request for donations
towards the cost of the work required
has been made. These can be sent by
post to: Talylllyn Holdings Limited,
Wharf Station, Neptune Road, Tywyn,
Gwynedd LL36 9EY or online by
visiting talyllyn.co.uk/support/donate

Meanwhile, the railway’s new open
carriage, which is being built in the
carriage workshops at Pendre, has
seen the seat frames assembled,
painted and fitted, while the slats for
them have been drilled and are now
being varnished and fitted. One of its
original Victorian-era four wheelers,

A new arrival on the Talyllyn Railway is former Statfold Barn Railway brake van
No. 14.Its bogies have been sent away to be regauged for the 2ft 3in line.

LUKE RYAN/TR

namely No. 4 (nicknamed Lulu), is
presently at the VoR workshops,
where work to return it to service has
been undertaken.

Initially failed with a broken spring,
the opportunity has been taken
to strip the brake and draw gear
for cleaning and painting, along
with fitting new horn guides and
overhauling all the springs. The axles
have been subject to non-destructive
testing and passed; both have had
the wheels turned to profile. The
carriage was due back at Tywyn as
this issue of Heritage Railway went
to press.

The railway has also received
donation of former Statfold Barn
Railway brake van No. 14, which
will help maintain the efficiency
of engineering trains as the
unnumbered Corris Railway-owned
bogie brake van is set to return there
later this year following a period on
hire. The capability of having a brake
at each end of engineering trains has
reduced wasted time in shunting to
reform these workings. The SBR was

The seats for the Talyllyn Railway’s
new open carriage are starting to be
installed, with slats being positioned
for drilling before going for

varnishing prior to final fitting. TR

using No. 14 only as a lineside hut
and so its donation has been warmly
welcomed by the TR; its bogies have
been sent away to be regauged

for the line, and the correct style of
buffers and drawhooks will be fitted.

Bluebell's new appointment as ‘Southern Six’ reforms

THE board of the Bluebell Railway

has co-opted Tony Astor as its new
infrastructure director, who started on
March 1.

He replaces Barry Luck, who stood
down after three years in the role.
He had previously indicated that
at his own appointment that he
wished to serve no more than that in
the position.

Tony spent nearly 40 years in the
airport business, with almost half of
that time at British Airports Authority,
culminating in reaching senior
management level at Heathrow,
with roles including focus on jet fuel
infrastructure projects. These included
major contract negotiations and
developments of new related facilities
at the airport’s Terminal 5.

Tony set up his own airport
consultancy business in 2008 and
worked at a number of high-profile
airports in the Middle East before

partially retiring in 2019, at which time

he also became a volunteer project
manager at the Bluebell, initially in
the carriage and wagon department
and then moving to infrastructure to
oversee the power upgrade project at
Horsted Keynes.

He said: “Many businesses are
facing unprecedented challenges
and | hope to bring my business
experience in project management
and infrastructure development
to ensure the railway’s projects are
delivered in the most cost-effective
and timely manner. Knowing that
the volunteers are the backbone of

the railway, | am looking forward
to helping them achieve great
results as we deliver the future
works programme.”

Bluebell Railway plc chairman Paul
Churchman said: “We welcome Tony
Astor to the board and know he will
work tirelessly to build on the great
work of Barry Luck in delivering a
range of complex infrastructure
projects across the railway.

“We thank Barry for his service
since 2020 and wish him well as he
continues with his various volunteer
roles at the Bluebell Railway.”

On February 27, the first meeting of
the reformed ‘Southern Six’took place
at Sheffield Park, bringing together
various leading members from six
heritage railways based in the south

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LNY 6LZ.

of England to promote cooperation
and solidarity to become a strong and
united group. It comes following a
similar meeting between key figures
of the Spa Valley, Bluebell and Kent &
East Sussex railways in October last
year and incorporates those three
lines along with the Mid-Hants, Isle of
Wight Steam and Swanage railways.
It is hoped that as a collective,
the alliance will adopt a uniform
approach to the ever-increasing
demands on the industry and
achieve the best possible results for
all. Meetings will be held every two
months, with the first producing
much discussion, sharing of ideas
and the formation of intent to create
strategies to cope with various areas
of need for this year and beyond.
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Five-year upgrade for Blackpool
depot as ‘soap star’ tram returns

By Owen Hayward

A FIVE-year vision for the Blackpool
Tramway'’s Rigby Road depot, known
as Tramtown, has been revealed as the
heritage seafront tram tour operator
seeks to better conserve and present its
historic fleet.

A £70,000 appeal has been
launched to aid the purchase of new
shed doors as part of the first phase
of the work on the 1935 building,
the only one of its type in the UK still
In operation.

The heritage tram and depot
tours receive more than 500,000
visitors each year. The plan has been
developed to improve both visitor
access, which is currently restricted
to pre-booked tours, and fleet
maintenance by developing a new
visitor centre in part of the depot
and undertaking essential repairs to
the building.

With some finance coming from
Blackpool Council and Blackpool
Transport - £800,000 has been
allocated for phase one - which
will see the heritage workshop
relocated into the main tram shed,
as the building it currently occupies
is required for a new electrified bus
fleet.

A partition wall will be erected to
separate this third of the shed from
the rest of the building, and the roof
over the new area will be replaced.

However, one of the biggestand
most important aspects of this phase
will be the fitting of new purpose-
built doors for a third of the tram
shed. Currently open to the elements,
the doors would provide the first
truly watertight area and protect
both the vehicles stored here and the
engineers working on them.

Head of heritage Bryan Lindop
said: “These will help keep out the
elements and stop the deterioration
of some of the structure. It will also
make the workshop nice and warm
for everyone to work in and for our
visitors to come round and see inside
In @ nice cosy environment.”

Future phases will see the creation
of a new exhibition area, including a

Right: The heritage Rigby
Road depot building,
which dates from 1935,
will undergo a five-year,
four-phase schedule

of work to conserve

the structure, improve
maintenance facilities,
and develop a visitor
centre with amenities

to better educate the
publicon the history of
the seaside resort’s tram
fleet.

BLACKPOOL TRANSPORT
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Blackpool Tramway Balloon No. 710 arrives at Rigby Road depot 12 years after it was last seen there. It will be cosmetically
restored and become part of a new development within the 1935 depot building behind it. GARY MITCHELL

café, conference facilities and retail
areas, and a mezzanine floor built to
allow visitors to freely walk about and
look over the fleet. It is envisaged that
work on all phases will be completed
by December 2027.

Star comes home

The tramway also welcomed back
Balloon tram No. 710, a vehicle that
has been regularly asked about by the
general public after its appearance on
long-running soap Coronation Street,
when villain Alan Bradley collided with
it during an episode broadcast on
December 8, 19809.

As reported in issue 295, No. 710
was acquired by the Fleetwood
Heritage Leisure Trust as part of a
batch from Blackpool Transport
Services Ltd in 2011, the plan being
to create a tram exhibition as part
of the regeneration of Wyre Docks.
Unfortunately, with developers set
to move in on the site, the collection
was set for disposal, but of all the
vehicles in its collection, No. 710 was
the only one not to have had a firm
commitment at that time and faced a
real risk of being cut up.

The trust did not pursue a return to
Blackpool Tramway as the Rigby Road
depot had a surplus of the design
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and did not believe another would

be taken in. That proved not to be the
case when, on February 8, the Balloon
was successfully moved from the
docks to the heritage tramway depot,
where it will be restored.

Built as open-top tramcar No. 247
by English Electric at Strand Road,
Preston, in 1934, No. 710 retains its
chrome handrails and door fittings,
swing-over seating and half-drop
windows, with the top deck’s curved
corner glazing also remaining
unaltered from its wartime enclosed
conversion. Renumbered in 1968
as part of a general numbering
scheme following the introduction
of a new computer system, No. 710
became the first Balloon to run
outside Blackpool in 1985, when it
visited Crich Tramway in exchange
for Glasgow Corporation Transport
No. 1297.

More than 11 million viewers
watched on December 8, 1989,
when it was involved in the death of
Coronation Street antagonist Alan
Bradley — one of the soap’s most
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