




“During its 70 years, our sector
has overcome a succession of

seemingly impossible obstacles;
maybe future generations will
look back and view this one as
among the biggest of them all.”

Despite the failureofplannedstar locomotiveA4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica (HeadlineNews, pages6/7;
feature, pages41-45), theEast LancashireRailwayputonanexcellent showandattractedahealthynumber
of visitors to itsOctober15-17AutumnSteamGala.Oneof the last-minuteguest engineswas Ivatt 2MT
2-6-2TNo. 41312 fromtheMid-HantsRailway, the first of its class toappearon theELR in theheritageera,
while resident Lancashire&YorkshireRailwayClass 270-6-0No. 52322madesomeof its first runs following
overhaul.Here, thepair double-headacrossBurrsCountryParkon theFriday.KEVINWHITEHURST

“SEASONofmists andmellow fruitfulness”was
howthepoet JohnKeatsdescribedautumn.
Here in theheritage railway sector,we too

havemuchcause tocelebrateafter linesof all sizesheld
their first autumngalas in twoyears.

As the seriesof special features in this souvenir
autumn issuehighlights, thegala season throughout
thecountryhasprovideda ripeharvestof visitor
numbers andsold-out trains –asBritain’s top
photographers returned to the
lineside tocapture theaction
among theglorious changing
colours inminutedetail.

TheCovid-19pandemic that
wipedout last year’s autumn
programme is certainly far
fromover.Despite the success
of thenational vaccination
programme, infection
numbers continue to rise aswinter approaches.

However, frommyexperience, the sectorhas
repeatedly andsuccessfullypioneered theway in
which it has implemented social distancingandother
essentialmeasures against thevirusover thepast
18months, and impressed indoing so– to thepoint
wherepassengers areable toonceagain feel safe to
travel.

During its 70years, our sectorhasovercomea
successionof seemingly impossibleobstacles;maybe
futuregenerationswill lookbackandviewthisoneas
among thebiggestof themall.Despiteour laudable
achievements, theremustbenot an inchof roomfor
complacency, andwemust all continue to takecare.

Elsewhere in this issue,wehighlight the remarkable
careerof LNERstreamlinedA4PacificNo. 60009Union
ofSouthAfrica, the runningdaysofwhich, it appears,
havecome toanenda fewmonthsearlier than
expected.

‘NumberNine’hasbeen in the sector for almost twice
as longas itwas in‘BigFour’andBRownership, thanks
to thedecisionof Scottish farmer JohnCameron tobuy
it in1966. Since then, it has accumulated thehighest

mileageof anyclassmember
througha successionof
activities, bothon thenational
networkandheritage lines,
duringwhich it haswon the
hearts andmindsof countless
admirers.

Thankyou, John, for your
absolutelymagnificent
contribution toUK transport

heritage,which sooftendeservedlymadeyourdream
machineamarket leader.

AtHeritageRailway,we strive tobringyou the fullest
andmost comprehensive coverageof theentire
movementevery28days.

Onpages30-31, takea lookathowyoucan take
advantageofour seasonal subscriptionoffers.

Alternatively, if youprefer tobuy just one issueat a
timebutdonotwant tovisit shoppingcentresor your
local newsagent, youcanorder thenextone tobe
delivered toyourdoor. Simply telephoneour customer
services teamon01507529529or visit thewebsite
mrtns.uk/pre-order-hr
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UK’s newest steam locomotive for November Southwold debut
THESouthwoldRailwayTrust’s new-
build replicaof the legendary3ftgauge
line’soriginal SharpStewart 2-4-0T
No. 3Blythwasoncourse fordelivery
bymanufacturerNorthBayRailway
EngineeringServicesofDarlington in
mid-November.

The delivery will sadly miss the
trust’s planned October 30/31 open
weekend at its Steamworks site in
Blyth Road. However, once on site, it
will be immiedately steamed on the
trust’s 80-yard demonstration track.

Trust chairman John Bennett said:
“It is a beautiful piece of art as much
as it is a fine piece of engineering.

“David Humphreys and his
NBRES team have captured that
blend of visual and engineering
quality that once characterised
the manufacturing output of
Victorian Britain.”

The original Blyth, works number
2850 of 1879, was scrapped as part of

the war effort in 1941, 12 years after
the Suffolk railway closed.
Blythwill be the second new

locomotive to be steamed by NBRES
inside two months.

On October 4, Big Dave, the firm’s
third replica Bagnall Sipat class
0-4-0ST was successfully steam

tested. It is based on an original built
in 1909 for the SipatWaterWorks
in India and built for Scotland’s
Shed47 Railway Restoration Group
at Lathalmond Railway Museum
to the north of Dunfermline on a
shared site with the Scottish Vintage
Bus Museum.

The firm’s previous Sipats are
Georgina, which ran on the North Bay
Railway in Scarborough, andOtter,
which was sold to the Groudle Glen
Railway. A fourth is now being built
for a private enthusiast, making it a
rare example of modern-day batch
building of steam locomotives.

Right: TheBygones
Weekendshowcases trains
fromsignificant erasof
theFestiniogRailway
Company.Here, double
FairlieMerddinEmrys is
seenonOctober8, the
headboard carriedby the
official opening trainwhen
the lineextendedservices
intoBlaenauFfestiniog
in1982, following the
earlierbuildingof theLlyn
Ystradau spiral deviation
widely conserved tobeone
of the finest featsof civil
carriedout in70yearsof the
heritage sector.
CHRIS PARRY

Nearly there: ThenewSharpStewartNo.5Blyth in theworks
atNorthBayEngineeringServices,which theSouthwold
RailwayTrusthopes tohavedelivered inNovember.NBRES

ReplicaBagnall Sipat0-4-0STBigDave, supplied toanorder
fromtheBigCountry.NBRES

Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailwaysgeneralmanagerPaul Lewin (left)withDr
DavidRobinson,NationalHeritageLottery Fundcommitteemember forWales,
announce the£3.1miliongrantoutsideBostonLodgeWorks .CHRIS PARRY

£3.1m grant boosts Ffestiniog
& Welsh Highland heritage

HEADLINE NEWS
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ByRobinJones

THEFfestiniog&WelshHighland
Railways is celebratinga secondmajor
boostof theyear – in the formofa
£3,144,000grant fromTheNational
LotteryHeritageFund.

The award will largely finance the
line’s Interpretation and Boston
LodgeWorks project and boost plans
to attract more visitors by providing
“a high-quality tourism experience”
– along with fresh work, training and
volunteering opportunities for the
community of Porthmadog.

It will also fund the restoration
and conservation of historic
buildings, including the works listed
by the Guinness Book of Records
as the oldest railway workshop in
continuous operation.

Supporters will be providing an
additional £900,000 of matched
funding for the three-and-a-half-
year project which, once complete,
aims to attract up to 250,000 visitors
each year.

History recorded
Thegrant comeshardon theheelsof
theFf&WHRand theTalyllynbecoming
amajorpartof thenewslate landscape
of theNorthWalesUNESCOWorld
HeritageSite,with the increased
potential tobecomesignificant
international visitordestinations, as first
reported in issue283.

Ff&WHR general manager Paul
Lewin said: “We can feel our history
slipping through our fingers – we
must act now to save that history.

“We are aWelsh railway and our
history is intertwined for 200 years
with the local community.

“We want to build on those existing
links so that the local community will
have pride in and be involved in the
heritage of the Ff&WHR and Boston
Lodge.

“Through our project, we want
to capture our stories and make
sure they’re shared with future
generations and that we continue
to play our part in the economy and
success of NorthWales.

Economic benefits
“Our railwayhas survivedbyadapting
andembracing technologyand thanks
to this investment fromTheNational
LotteryHeritageFund,wewill do that
againnowtomake sure thatweoffer
ahighquality tourismexperience
thatbrings real benefit to theNorth
Waleseconomy.”

Refurbishment of the works
buildings will allow visitors behind
the scenes, also showing them
opportunities to get involved as
volunteers if they so wish.

AndrewWhite, director of The
National Lottery Heritage Fund in
Wales, said: “As well as the many
economic and employment benefits
of the Ff&WHR, this project, which
centres on the Boston Lodge works,
is a great example of how heritage
can help us understand who we are
and where we come from and how
the communities we are part of have
been shaped by the past by bringing
history to life.”



A4owner JohnCameron‘stable’inhospital followinggardeningaccident

Tornado to pioneer new in-cab signalling
PIONEERINGnew-buildA1Peppercorn
4-6-2No. 60163Tornadowill onceagain
breakgroundas it becomes the first
steam locomotive tobe fittedwitha
new in-cab signalling system.

Network Rail has appointed
design, engineering and project
management consultants Atkins
(part of the SNC-Lavalin Group)
and global technology firmThales
to design and trial-fit European
Train Control System equipment to
the Peppercorn Pacific, as well as
designing the system to fit an LMS
‘Black Five’4-6-0 and a Class 55 Deltic.

Future-proof
Theproject is key toensuring that steam
hasa long-term futureon thenational
network. ETCS is the signallingand
control componentof theEuropeanRail
TrafficManagementSystem,which is to
replace traditional lineside signalswith
in-cab radio-based signalling, initially on
theEastCoastMainLine.

ERTMS is already in place on the
Cambrian Coast Line, meaning that
steam traction is currently unable to
operate over the route.

However, if the system can be
successfully installed on a ‘Black Five’,

this will potentially reopen the scenic
but weight-restricted line for steam
railtours, Ian Riley’s No. 44871 having
been the last steam locomotive to
haul the series of ‘Cambrian Coast
Express’ trips in 2010 before the
ERTMS installation took place.

Tornado has been selected as“a
large modern build with established
designs and power”, while the ‘Black
Five’and Deltic have been chosen
because of similarities with other
classes.

Having already undertaken a
feasibility study on behalf of Network
Rail and the East Coast Digital
Programme, Atkins will complete the
on-board design. Thales will supply
and install the equipment on Tornado
and carry out intensive testing.

Toufic Machnouk, Network Rail’s
director of industry partnership
digital, said: “This is an important
world-first pathfinder project
which is also immensely technically
challenging. It blends steam
technology with modern electronics;
by trying it out and then taking
stock of the results, we will know if
it is a viable option for heritage and
charter operators.

“Establishing the pathfinder
project and the work required to fit
the vehicles with the technology
is an example of exceptional
industry collaboration.”

Robustness
AtkinsprojectmanagerPhil Paisley said:
“This is anexcitingproject tobeapart
of.Thanks to the skilledandcommitted
teamsatNetworkRail, Atkins andThales,
we’renowable to fit these trainswith
theequipmentneededso theycan
continue tobeenjoyedby thepublic.”

Mark Newill, project manager at
Thales in the UK, added: “Supplying
and installing our ETCS equipment
onto heritage and charter units for
this pathfinder project allows Thales
to demonstrate the robustness and
versatility of our ETCS equipment.

“While heritage and charter units
each come with their own unique
challenges, we are excited to be
working in partnership with the
East Coast Digital Programme and
the vehicle owners to ensure these
locomotives can be enjoyed by
future generations.’’
�Aspartof its 2022 itinerary,The
A1SteamLocomotiveTrusthas

scheduleda seriesof tours focusing
onAberdeen.
Edinburgh to the Granite City

featuresmainly in the programme,
which also includes two trips
with the‘Clyde Aberdonian’from
Glasgowon Saturday, August 13 and
Thursday, September 15. The full
programme for the‘Aberdonian’ is
July 9/21/28/30, August 13/20 and
September 1/8/15/17.
�No.60163will undergoan
intermediateoverhaulnext year. Itwill
includea spareboilerwhich is virtually
completeatMeiningen inGermany,
and, according to the intermediate
work schedule,will befittedwithnew
tyres for thedrivers and tender,with
newcylinder linersmachinedand
fitted,plus a repaint.
To help fund the overhaul, the A1

Trust has launchedTheOverhaul
Club to raise £50,000 to supplement
capital already set aside. Donations
may bemade atwww.a1steam.com
atwhich a series of incentives are
being offered.
�The trust’s popular road showswere
reintroduced inOctober, thenext
beingat LondonTransportMuseum
onSaturday, January29.

ByCedric Johns

SCOTTISH farmer JohnCameron,
ownerofA44-6-2No. 60009Unionof
SouthAfricaandK42-6-0No. 61994
TheGreatMarquess,was taken to
hospital followinga fall from ladder
whileworking inhisgardenat
Balbuthie inFifeonOctober3.
A statement issued by the

CameronTrustees said:“He is being
cared for in Ninewells Hospital,
Dundee, where his condition is
described as serious but stable.

“The CameronTrust has extended
its thanks on behalf of his family
to friends and neighbourswhom it
knowswill bewishing Johnwell.
“The family has requested privacy

at this difficult time.”
John is known throughout

railway circles as a leader in the
Scottish steamwho, as outlined
in our feature on pages 41-45,
bought No. 60009 out of BR service
and created the former 1½-mile
Lochty Railway on part of his home
farmland.

Awarded a CBE in 1986, and a
Doctor of Laws by St Andrew’s
University for his contribution
to agriculture, transport and
education, hewas further
honored by being awarded
Doctor ofTechnology for safety on
railways by theNapier University,
Edinburgh, in 1998.
A qualified engine driver,

John has served on the Board
of ScotsRail as chairman, was a
director of SouthWestTrains, and
served as a consultant to BR.

In a later bulletin, it was learned
that he had been transferred from
an intensive careward to a general
ward in Ninewells Hospital.
Meanwhile, No. 60009 –which

John has earmarked for permanent
static display on a proposed visitor
centre in Fife – has been taken out
of service on the East Lancashire
Railway due tomechanical
problems. Itmissed the line’s
October 15-17 gala and is not going
to be repaired before its boiler
ticket finally expires.

A1PacificNo. 60163Tornadoheadspast ablazeof yellowgorseoverlooking theEastCoastMainLineatPenmanshiel en route fromEdinburghWaverley toYorkwith
theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘TheEdinburghFlyer’ on June19.DAVE COLLIER
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Unique coach is launched into
service after half a century
WordsandpicturesbyJohnTitlow

ENTHUSIASTRobert Smallmanbought
thenow-uniqueGWRbow-ended
composite carriageNo. 6045 fromBR for
£200 in1972–andofficially launched
it intoSevernValleyRailway serviceon
October17.

Half a century’s work on
refurbishing the Collett coach
to the condition in which it was
built at Swindon in 1928 reached
its conclusion when it ran in a
special train from Kidderminster to
Bridgnorth for GW (SVR) Association
members and supporters behindWR
0-6-0PT No. 1501.

After the FirstWorldWar, when
Charles Collett took over from
George Churchward, he produced
57ft long and 9ft wide coaches
known as ‘bow ended’due to their
distinctive ends – constructed to
minimise the gangway gap between
carriages when connected together.

No. 6045 is from an early design,
having flush sides, recessed windows,
bow ends, toilets at each end and
external doors on both sides to each
compartment. It has four first-class
compartments and third class-
compartments, both seating 24. It is
the only bow-ended composite to
survive into preservation.

An example of standard GWR main
line carriages built between 1925 and
1929, the standard internal finish at
this time had mahogany panelling to
the third class and walnut panelling
to first class, with inset sycamore
panels with mouldings picked out
by gilding.

A total of 781 were built, of which
104 were composites. They were
used all over the GWR, initially
on expresses and later on semi
fast secondary long-distance
cross-country services such as the
Birmingham to Cardiff trains through
Kidderminster, and were permitted to
work over most other regions.

No. 6045 was based in Devon and
Cornwall for the majority of its main
line work. This type of carriage was
displaced only by BR Mk.1s from
1957 onwards.

Scrapyard rescue
In 1962,No. 6045entereddepartmental
serviceandwas converted toa staff and
dormitory coachnumberedDW150293.
Ending itsdaysatBristol, it condemned
in1971andoffered for sale as scrap.

Recalling 1972, Robert said: “I
was moving house from Blaenau
Ffestiniog toWorcestershire with my
family and three children at the time.

“My interest always leaned towards
carriages and wagons, so looking
around the SVR I found the GW (SVR)

the GW(SVR)A’s collection and was
purchased by them in 1976. It was
sent to a siding under tarpaulin.

“Work shortly began to restore
it, and the missing third class
compartment structure was
reinstated by transferring parts from
scrapped bow endThird No. 4886.

“Unfortunately other carriages took
priority, so it was then stored outside
at Highley for 25 years and later at
Kidderminster. Now, 49 years have
passed, and here No. 6045 stands as
good as the day it was built.”

Returned to Bewdley in 2014,
the restoration involved replacing
collapsed flooring, cleaning
underframe steelwork, rebuilding
the body structure and doors and
recladding them in galvanised steel
sheeting, along with the roof edges,
fitting new steam heat pipework and
radiators and electrical installations,
and replacing the interior fittings.

First class seat frames were

constructed and salvaged third class
seats were overhauled. Ceilings were
replaced, toilets rebuilt and panelling
installed, as were internal doors and
other fittings. At Kidderminster, the
bogies were dismantled and grit-
blasted, worn components repaired
or replaced, and a wheelset replaced.
Then, No. 6045 was repainted in the
Carriage Storage Shed. A lower end
refurbishment included vacuum
cylinders, brakes and draw gear,
dynamo and belt and batteries.

The planned 2020 launch was
cancelled due to Covid-19, but
limited service took place in 2021
before the official launch.
�TheGW(SVR)Aaims to create
twooperational eight-coachGWR
passenger sets and isnow working
on the similarbowendThirdNo
4786 from1926.Anyonewishing to
volunteerordonate to the£150,000
coastof eachcoach is invited tovisit
www.gw-svr-a.org.uk

AtHighley station,No. 6045, second fromtheend, looksperfectly athomeonaGWRrakehauledbypannierNo. 1501.

Apreservationpinnacleof restoration: Inas-built showpiece condition,GWR
carriagebow-endedcomposite at its official launch.

SaviourRobert Smallman looksout
ofNo. 6045at its official launchat
Bridgnorth.

Association had some carriages
and were saving for an engine,
Collett mogul No. 7325, from Barry
scrapyard.

“There were many working parties
to scrapyards, some to Barry for loco
parts and the others to Long Marston
for carriage bits. They were fun times
but hard work, and armed with
tools, parts were removed from GWR
carriages about to be burned. The
foreman would look at what we had
and money would change hands.

“Saturday evening was spent at the
local hostelry. Talk came round to
saving another coach and No. 6045
was pointed out as being very
unusual. A price of £200 was agreed.

“Delivery to Kidderminster goods
yard by rail cost a further £24.
No. 6045 was transported to Bewdley
and placed in the siding by the
shed. Reality struck, and I started
by scratching my head. Knowing it
was in very good hands, it joined
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VisitingA3Pacific
No. 60163Flying
Scotsmanpasses
RashesGreen crossing
atDerehamonOctober
9during itshugely
successful visit to the
Mid-NorfolkRailway,
where it hauled four
sell-out trains aday
atweekends, each
with350passengers,
with school visits on
MondaysandTuesdays
andstatic visits
mid-week. It left light
engine forCarnforthon
October18.
IANMCDONALD/MNR

Mysterious‘lost’railway tracks rediscoveredon thebeach
THEGreat LittleofTrainsofWales
have longbeenestablishedas
akeystoneof theprincipality’s
tourist industry.Nowa‘lost’narrow
gauge linehas reappearedafter
several decades.
Shifting sands uncovered the

double tracks on Barmouth’s beach
in October but the purpose of the
line remains amystery.
Local roofer Dicky Sharp, one of

the first to see the newly-exposed
tracks, joked that he had found the

“railway to Cantre’r Gwaelod”– the
legendary ancient sunken kingdom
of Cardigan Bay.
Various theorieswere suggested

in thewake of the emergence. One
said that the tracks dated from
1930when, two years after a great
stormwashed away part of the
promenade, theywere laid to carry
materials during the building of a
new seawall. Another suggested
theywere used to bring fishing
vessels ashore for repairs.

However, local historian Hugh
Griffith Roberts disagreed, believing
that the rails were part of a sewage
disposal system’s holding tank
and discharge pipe built in 1890 –
when Barmouthwas taking off as
a prime seaside resort and houses
and hotels were being built and
therefore a need to removewaste.

Themysterious railway thathas
appearedonBarmouth’sbeach.
DICKY SHARP

Amersham can now boast its very own ‘Met No.1!’
ByRobinJones

METROPOLITANRailwayEclass 0-4-4TNo.1hasagain
returned toAmershamand this time for keeps–not
onLondonUndergroundmetals, butonTalyllyn
Railway tracks!

No.1 worked the last steam-hauled LT passenger
train in 1961 and survived in use until 1965; it is
now preserved at the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre. In 2013, the 150th anniversary of London
Underground, No. 1 was loaned to London
Transport Museum for the Metropolitan Railway
150 celebrations honouring the anniversary of the
first Underground journey in 1863. No.1 has visited
Amersham since, most recently in 2017.

However, No.1 can now be seen on a grass verge
at Oakfield Corner, across the road from NatWest
bank, together with a pair of Jubilee first and third
class coaches – all standing on track supplied by
the Talyllyn and mounted on sleepers also supplied
by Tywyn and the Leighton Buzzard Railway.

This No.1 and carriages are half-size replicas,
built in wood to no particular gauge for static
display only, by the 1st Chesham Scout Group
and AmershamTown Council during a two-year
heritage project.

The train was hauled into place on September
18 with the help of Nic Kennedy, who owns
Amersham MOT in Plantation Road, and the
scout group.

ThenewMetropolitanRailwayNo.1and its two
carriagesnowondisplay.AMERSHAM TOWNCOUNCIL

IN BRIEF
� GWR 4-6-0 No. 7812 Erlestoke Manor’s boiler
passed its out-of-the-frames steam test at Tyseley
LocomotiveWorks on October 18. The boiler, last
steamed in 2017, will be lagged, clad and lifted
onto the frames before final stages of returning
No. 7812 to Severn Valley traffic will begin.
� THE Swanage Railway is to run an extended
Christmas season of Steam and Lights
illuminated trains on 17 selected evenings
between November 27 and December 31. The
twice-nightly trains will replace the traditional
Santa specials which won’t run because of
anti-Covid-19measures. Bookingsmay be
made at www.swanagerailway.co.uk/tickets
� SERVICES on the Ravenglass & Eskdale
Railway recommenced on October 16, having
been suspended since October 3 while the line’s
permanent way gang cleared a landslip and relaid
the track.
� THE remains of a Class 7 4-6-2 and
its carriages built as a mock-up for the
forthcoming Tom Cruise movie Mission
Impossible and then filmed running over the
edge of Darlton Quarry in StoneyMiddleton,
Derbyshire (as reported issue 284) have been
removed, along with the track on which they
made their final journey. Planning permission
states that the production company had to
leave the quarry as they found it.
� A REPLICA crane has installed where the unique
Haytor Granite Tramway, on which horses hauled
wagons on stone rails and which opened in 1820,
meets the Stover Canal at Ventiford Basin, near
Newton Abbot. Funded by theWest Country
branch of the InlandWaterways Association, the
project took three years to research, plan and
prepare.



LlangollenRailwayTrust‘will overcome’new£30,000bill fromcreditors
THELlangollenRailwayTrust is
confident that thereopened linecan
overcomeits latestfinancial setback.
The trust has beenadvised

by lawyers actingonbehalf of
administrators that £30,000which
hadbeenplaced in a separate
bankaccountby thedirectors of
LlangollenRailwayPlc’s tradingarm,
intended to cover sales of tickets
andexperiences in advance,must
bemadeavailable to thegeneral
bodyof creditors.
InMarch, theplc announced that

it had invited its bank to appoint
receivers after recording a loss of
£350,000.Themovewas followedby
a sale of rolling stockownedby the

plc, before the trust formedanew
body to save and reopen the line.
The trust’s financial director, Phil

Freeth, said:“Wearedisappointed
with this outcomeandwish to
extendour sincere apologies to
all those customers of Llangollen
RailwayPlcwhowill losemoney
over this. At the same time,we
alsohave to acknowledge the
administrators are only doing their
job as the lawdictates.
“Thedirectors of theplc didn’t

do anythingwrongparticularly;
it is fairly commonpractice to
use advance sales and customer
deposits to fundworking capital.
However,we can’t have this

situation arising again if it can
beavoided.
“The fundswereonlyput into

the separate account, very late
in theday, fromanoverdrawn
account.Thedirectors of thenew
boardof the trust have therefore
created aSales inAdvance account,
cashbacked fromanaccount
substantially in credit,with
immediate effect. Hopefully this
early stepwill prevent any similar
recurrence should the trust fall into
financial difficulties in future.”
“The administratorswill nowbe

in touchwithnumerous customers
fairly shortly to invite them to claim
in the administration.”

The trust has alsowithdrawn its
application to theNationalHeritage
Lottery Fund for finance to fund
thepost of generalmanager for
twoyears,while it lays downnew
foundations throughgovernance,
organisational structure, culture,
strategic plan, a business
developmentplan, documented
policies andother procedures.
Trust chairmanPete Edwards

said:“It is crucial to get this done
soas toplace the trust on a sound
operational footing.Thanks to
donations fromsomany supporters,
grants anda significant legacy,
the trust’s cash flow is nowsecure
through to2023.”

The line-upofWorkshop
X restorations inorder
of completion. Left to
right areEdwardSholto
(in realitySybilMary),
MoseleyRailwayTrust’s
Hudswell Clarke0-6-0WT
No.1238of1916, theWar
Office LocomotiveTrust’s
WDLRHunslet 4-6-0T
No. 1215of1916No. 303
(seealsoNews,page16),
andMartynAshworth’s
Avonside0-4-0TOgwen
(asDurham).
CLIFF THOMAS

Steam is raised inAvonside0-4-0TOgwen, carrying its original nameDurham,
in theyardat theApedaleValley LightRailwayonOctober10.BehindOgwen/
Durham is Kerr Stuart 0-4-2STStanhope.MartynAshworth is third fromthe left.
CLIFF THOMAS

PenrhynOgwen is steaming
once again after 56 years
ByCliffThomas

REPATRIATEDAvonside0-4-0TOgwen
has returned to steamat theApedale
Valley LightRailwayafter 56years.
Ogwen No.2066 of 1933 was one

of six Penrhyn Quarry locomotives
bought by American antiques
dealer CB Annette in 1965 and
exported to the USA. It was one of a
trio repatriated in 2012 and is now
owned by Martyn Ashworth, who
leads a team of volunteers operating
from a private workshop in north
Derbyshire which, as previously
reported, has become known as
Workshop X.

Following its restoration,Ogwen
made its public debut in steam
during Apedale's October 2/3 steam
gala, hauling trains for the first time
in 56 years – although it did not
appear as Ogwen! The locomotive
was originally supplied to Durham
CountyWater Board and worked
on the Burnhope reservoir contract
with the name Durham. During its
restoration, rubbing down the paint
on the tanks revealed the lettering of

the original Durham name. This was
carefully recorded and reproduced
on temporary plates held in place
magnetically at Apedale.

On October 10, the railway hosted
an event for invited volunteers and
supporters ofWorkshop X, with
Ogwen as the star exhibit. Apedale is
also home to two other restorations
undertaken by theWorkshop X
team – Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0WT
1238/1916 (finished 2014), and the
War Office Locomotive Trust’sWDLR
Hunslet 4-6-0T No. 1215 of 1916
No. 303 (completed 2018).

The opportunity was taken to
display all the steam locomotives
restored by the team over 15 years,
apart from the first – which led to the
expansion of the team and further
projects. The team formed in 2006
after Andrew Neale repatriated
Hunslet 0-4-0ST Edward Sholto, the
restoration of which was completed
in spring 2010. However, the boiler
ticket for Edward Sholto has now
expired and it is presently in storage
at Beamish Museum with no current
plans for it to be overhauled.

Nonetheless, Edward Sholto
attended on October 10 in the form
of the Statfold Barn Railway’s Hunslet
0-4-0ST Sybil Mary carrying Edward
Sholto nameplates!

A bonus reunion came when
another Apedale resident, John
Rowlands’ex-Penrhyn Kerr Stuart
0-4-2ST Stanhope – which was also
a Durham CountyWater Board

locomotive – was drawn out of the
shed to meet up with its old working
colleagueDurham and join in
hauling passenger trains and giving
footplate rides.

The two October appearances will
be the only occasions the Avonside
will appear asDurham; during the
winter it will receive Penrhyn lining
and become Ogwen again.
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Oneof thedrivingwheelsets forDuke
ofGloucester following the fittingof
newtyres at SouthDevonRailway
Engineering.
BR CLASS 8 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TRUST

BR(W)Collett 4-6-0
No. 7820DinmoreManor,
fromtheGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway,was
oneof two replacement
guest enginesat theEast
LancashireRailwaygala
followingA4No. 60009
UnionofSouthAfrica’s
failure, theotherbeing
Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312.
Bothweremaking their
debutson theELR,
somethingwhich the
line’s volunteer financial
directorDavidLayland
describedas “quite
unusual forus– it probably
attracteda fewextra
people.”Here theManor
heads the3.10pmBury to
Ramsbottomgoods train
ina shortburst of sunshine
atBurrsonOctober16.
MARTYN TATTAM

FurnessRailway0-4-0No. 20at theRibbleSteamRailwayonOctober7, having
passed itsofficial steamtest followingoverhaul. FURNESS RAILWAYTRUST

Furness No. 20 returns to
steam after overhaul
FURNESSRailway0-4-0No. 20has
returned to steamfollowing its
10-yearlyoverhaul, becomingBritain’s
oldestworking standardgauge steam
locomotiveonceagain.

The 1863-built Sharp Stewart
engine, owned by the Furness
Railway Trust, passed its formal steam
test at the Ribble Steam Railway on
October 7. Its first fire had been lit
for an initial test on September 25,
the first day of the line’s steam gala,
during which its boiler was gradually
warmed through, its injectors tested,
and its safety valves adjusted.

The locomotive last steamed
when its previous 10-year boiler
certificate expired in 2018, since
when the FRT has been carrying
out its overhaul at the RSR’s Preston
Docks headquarters. The trust would
have completed the work last year
had it not been for the coronavirus
lockdowns; the boiler had been ready
to undergo its hydraulic test in March
2020 when the pandemic first hit.

Most of the overhaul has focused
on the boiler, thanks to regular
maintenance and light duties for
the engine, which ensured that
it remained in good mechanical

order. However, one task on the
bottom end was the fitting of a new
set of springs, with the intention
of softening its ride. The previous
springs dated from its conversion to
an 0-4-0ST at Barrow steelworks in
1870 and were thus designed for a
heavier weight.

Neil Smith, the trust’s secretary
and publicity officer, said: “So far,
other than being dragged round to
be filled with water and coal, it has
only run the few yards from inside
our shed to be steamed up twice and
back inside again, so we haven’t yet
done some mileage to know for sure
what improvement that will bring.”

The FRT converted No. 20 back to
its original tender engine condition
in a project that was completed in
1999, since when the locomotive
has run for two 10-year tickets. More
recently, the trust has acquired
its surviving sister engine, No. 25,
which is to be restored in its saddle
tank form. Conservation work on
this engine and an assessment of its
condition is currently ongoing.

The acquisition of No. 25 means
that the group owns all three
surviving locomotives from Barrow

steelworks, the third being 1937-built
Fowler 0-4-0 diesel shunter Fluff. The
latter is under restoration, with its
cab substantially complete and work
advancing on new metalwork for the
bonnet.

Neil said of Fluff: “We are still having
discussions about the best way
forward for replacing the engine
as the original is beyond economic
repair. There are various options for
finding a similar sized and powered
unit, but these then come with
other considerations about whether

to incorporate a new transmission
system or not – we are speaking
to some owners of similar locos
who have already wrestled with
these issues.”

Other current FRT projects include
the overhaul of GER royal saloon
No. 5; the overhaul of Peckett 0-4-0ST
No. 1925 of 1937 Caliban, whose
frames have just been rewheeled;
and the restoration of ex-Barry GWR
4-6-0 No. 4979Wootton Hall,whose
tender vacuum brake cylinder has
been restored.

New tyres are fitted to Duke’s driving wheels
NEWtyreshavebeenfittedtothedriving
wheelsetsofBRStandard8P4-6-2
No.71000DukeofGloucester.

The six new tyres were fitted at
South Devon Railway Engineering,
with the process being overseen by
Rob Evans, the new general manager
of the engineering business at
Buckfastleigh following the retirement
of Rob le Chevalier.

The wheelsets will now be returned
for profiling at Tyseley Locomotive

Works, where the Riddles Pacific is
under overhaul for an expected return
to the main line next year.

BR Class 8 Steam LocomotiveTrust
chairmanTrevor Tuckley said:“The
trust andTyseley are working towards
completion for the middle of 2022.

“However, following both Brexit
and Covid-19, materials and delivery
times, along with costs, are very
unpredictable. Like all such projects,
the final lap is always the most

difficult, so to that end the progress
is under constant regular review to
ensure we keep on top of it.”

As an incentive to supporters, the
trust will invite all members to travel
on the locomotive’s first loaded main
line test run for just £10. For details of
the trust and how to join, visit www.
theduke.uk.com or write to: The
Duke, BR Class 8 Steam Locomotive
Trust, Aurora House, Deltic Avenue,
Rooksley, Milton Keynes MK13 8LW.
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RAIB releases details
of NYMR collision
FURTHERdetails of aminor collisionat theNorthYorkshire
MoorsRailwayhavebeen releasedby theRail Accident
InvestigationBranch.

As reported last issue, the incident occurred at
approximately 10.32am on September 21, when Class 20
diesel No. 20189 collided with the rear of a stationary rake
of Mk.1 coaches at Grosmont station.

The RAIB confirmed that the collision took place at a
speed of about 10mph and that five passengers suffered
minor injuries.

The stock involved was taken out of traffic for
inspection, meaning that Pullman services were cancelled
during the line’s steam gala the following weekend, as
the Pullman coaches were needed to provide a main line-
certified set forWhitby services. The RAIB has undertaken
a preliminary examination and will publish a safety digest

‘Christmas
Moorlander’
runsagain
TICKETS for theNorthYorkshire
MoorsRailway’s annual festive
season favourite, thepopular
ChristmasPullmandining
experience, arenowonsale.
The‘ChristmasMoorlander’

serviceswill depart from
Grosmont onThursdays to
Sundays in December before
Christmas Day, and from
Pickering onDecember 29-31
and January 1-2.
To book, visit www.nymr.

co.uk/christmas-moorlander

in the coming weeks. NYMR general manager Chris
Price said that the railway“is taking the incident very
seriously”but was unable to comment further while the
investigation is ongoing.

Signwriter
JohnDickenson
removes the
final tissuepaper
fromtheTearne’s
BRcabside
numbertransfers
onLancashire
&Yorkshire
RailwayClass 27
0-6-0No. 52322
atCarnforth
inearly1995.
GEOFF SILCOCK

OneofTearneTransfers’ genuineBR
late crestswhichwasdelivered in
October. TOBY JENNINGS

An image fromtheGrosmont stationwebcamshowingClass
20dieselNo. 20189 justprior to its collisionwith the rakeof
Mk.1 coaches in theplatformonSeptember21.NYMR/RAIB

BattleofBritainNo. 3408192
Squadronundergoing its steam
test inWansfordyardat theNene
ValleyRailwayonSeptember30.
KINGSLEY HARRIS

92Squadronon
thewayback
after repairs
BATTLEofBritainNo. 34081
92Squadron is beingprepared
for a return to serviceat the
NeneValleyRailwayafter
eightmonthsoutof action for
firebox repairs.
The air-smoothed Bulleid

Pacific, owned by the Battle
of Britain Locomotive Society,
failed in Februarywith awasted
firebox crownsheet. It was sent
to LocomotiveMaintenance
Services of Loughborough,
where it has received patch
repairs and new stays.
It returned to theNVR on

September 10 and passed its
steam test on September 30.
Its cabwas due to be refitted
inmid-October, followed by
the boiler lagging and air-
smoothed cladding, but a date
for a return to service is still to
be confirmed.

Railway transfer maker
Tearne finally closes its
doors after 165 years
ByTobyJennings

TEARNETransfer&Digital Print Ltd,
the firm that suppliedBritishRailways
with its steam-era crests andcabside
numbers, has closeddownafter
165years.

Founded in 1856 as Tearne & Sons,
the Birmingham-based firm started
out by producing cycle transfers but
quickly became a major supplier to
railway companies around the world,
including East Africa and Nigeria.

In Britain, it supplied London
Underground with transfers, and
BR with the ‘lion and wheel’ crests,
cabside numbers and power
classifications for steam locomotives,

as well as crests for ‘Big Four’and
pre-Grouping companies.

It closed down at the end of
September as directors Christopher
and Pat Hall retired, but some of
its artwork and a limited stock
of transfers are still available to
preservationists.

These include BR early and late
emblems, and 8-inch and 10-inch
cabside numbers (though not all
from 0 to 9), crests for Pullman stock,
and for companies including the
LNER, LMS, GWR, London & North
Western, Lancashire &Yorkshire,
Midland and South Eastern &
Chatham railways.

As the firm’s premises were being
cleared in late September, Pat told
Heritage Railway: “We are very sad
to be closing after 165 years, but
my husband and I are finally retiring
and unfortunately no one has been
interested in buying the business.

“As far as the artwork is concerned,
we have a customer who is a trustee
of the National Railway Museum and
he has told them about it, but we
haven’t heard anything from them.

“The Severn Valley has had some,
but there’s a lot left.”

Anyone interested in buying
transfers or artwork can contact Pat
at tearne@btconnect.com

Wensleydale gets £80,000 grant to move Great Eastern ‘box
THEWensleydaleRailway has been
given a £80,000grant by the Railway
HeritageTrust tomove thedisused
Grade II-listedGER signalbox at
Hertford East station and re-erect it
214miles away at Leyburn,where it
will control a newpassing loop. Dating
from1888, the‘box stands in theway

of a platformextension.The trust’s
executive director Andy Savage said:
“It’s very close to the track and very
close to the overheadwires, so nobody
has been able toworkout away to
use it.

“Signalboxes are designed to be
relocatable and Greater Anglia is

renewing its trains. The new trains
are much longer, so they’re having to
lengthen the platform at the station
to take the new trains.

“There is Network Rail guidance
on what to do with redundant listed
signal boxes. Top of that list is to give
them to a heritage railway to use as

a signalbox, so that way, you can see
them doing what they’re supposed
to do.

“It hasn’t been used for decades
and it’s the right thing for it. If
you try to restore a listed building
without having a use, it will
just deteriorate.”
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Repairs to Aln Valley
viaduct get underway
REPAIRS towhat isbelieved tobe
thecountry’s oldestheritage railway
viaduct areunderway followinga
successful appeal.

As previously reported, the Aln
Valley Railway launched an appeal
for £100,000 to pay for waterproofing
work on Cawledge Viaduct. The
seven-arch sandstone structure
with brick arches, which carries the
Alnmouth-Alnwick branch over the
Cawledge Burn, was designed by
Robert Stephenson and constructed
between 1848 and 1850, with the
line opening on August 5 in the latter
year.

In what the AVR described as an
“overwhelming” response to the
appeal, more than £90,000 has been
raised, of which £70,000 was received
in the first two weeks. The railway

CanyouhelpmoveCadburydiesel
to anewhome for restoration?
AN£8400appealhasbeen launched
tocover transportationcostsofa
Cadburydiesel shunter fromthe
chocolatemanufacturer’sbase in
Birminghamto itsnewhomeat the
Llanelli&MynyddMawrRailway.
Registered charity theGloucester

RailwayCarriage&Wagon
Museumaims to cover the crane
hire and transport ofHudswell
Clarke 0-4-0DMD1012of 1955
CadburyNo.14 from the car park
of CadburyWorld, in Bournville,
to its base at Cynheidre,where a
restoration andoverhaulwill take
place, bringingD1012back to
its former operational condition,

hopes to raise the remaining £10,000
by the end of the year.

The line, and the footpath running
alongside it on the former double-
track formation, were temporarily
closed from September 6 for the
repairs to begin. Once the AVR’s
permanent way team had lifted the
track, contractorW L Straughan &
Son Ltd started work on October
5, removing the material from the
viaduct deck in preparation for
the laying of a new waterproof
membrane just below track and
footpath level.

The membrane will consist of a
1.5mm thick polyethylene sheet,
with layers of felt above and below to
protect it from puncturing by stones.

A perforated pipe will act as a
gutter to discharge rainwater to a
drain under the footpath further
east. This will prevent rainwater
percolating into the structure of the
viaduct and damaging the brickwork
through repeated freezing and
thawing cycles.

The aim is to complete this first
phase of the work in late November.
The second phase will involve repairs
to three of the viaduct’s five arched
courses of brickwork, which can
be carried out by professional rope
access workers while the railway is
in operation. It is planned to launch
an appeal and carry out this second
stage of the project in 2022.
�Details ofhowtocontribute to
thefirstphase canbe foundatwww.
alnvalleyrailway.co.uk/support-us/
cawledge-viaduct-appeal

completewithoriginal Cadbury
livery and the additionof vacuum
and/or air braking systems.
No. 14,whichhas aGardner

107hp6lwengine,was supplied
new to theCadbury’s factory
atMoretonon theWirral in
September 1956. Itworked for
Cadburyuntil it retired in 1977,
afterwhich itmoved to the
LlangollenRailway,where itwas
operational until 1979.OnMarch
9, 2003, itmoved toCadbury
World’s entrancewhere itwas
displayeduntilMay9, 2006. It then
returned toCadbury Schweppes
Moretonbut returned toCadbury
World’s car park in February 2007
after beingdonatedbyBurton’s
Foods,whichby thenoperated
theMoreton site. No.14 spent a
short period atTyseley Locomotive
Works in about 2008before
returningoncemore toCadbury
World,where it hasbeenondisplay
since. In 2019, itwasdonatedby
CadburyWorld to themuseum.
�Todonate totheCadburyNo.14
appeal, visitwww.crowdfunder.
co.uk/cadbury14transportappeal

ContractorsWLStraughan&SonLtd
start removing thedeckmaterial from
theAlnValleyRailway’s Cawledge
Viaduct afterAVRvolunteers lifted the
track. TOM LLOYD/AVR

Three ‘Peaks’ challenge:Amighty combined5760horsepowerapproachesWansford stationon theeveningofOctober10as theNeneValleyRailway’sdiesel gala
comes toa spectacular conclusionwith triple-headed ‘Peaks’ of all three classes. Leading isClass44No.D4GreatGable, followedbyClass45No. 45041RoyalTank
RegimentandClass46No.D182. TOBY JENNINGS

CadburyNo. 14ondisplay in the car
parkatCadburyWorld,Bourneville.
ELLIOTT BROWN/CREATIVE COMMONS
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Grave ofMallard’s record-breaking
driver Joe Duddington is restored
JOEDuddington,whodroveA4Pacific
No. 4468Mallardon its record-breaking
run in1938, has finallybeenhonoured
68years afterhewasburied inan
unmarkedgrave.

The Friends of Hyde Park Cemetery
in Doncaster had raised more than
£5000 to place a headstone on
the plot where the LNER driver
was buried after he died in 1953,
alongside his wife Mary, who died
in 1921.

Fireman remembered
The appeal had originally aimed to
raise £2000, and the extra money
has paid for a bench in his memory,
depicting the famous Gresley 4-6-2.

It also covered kerbing, decorative
stones, and a plaque on the grave
(also including an image ofMallard)
commemorating Tommy Bray,

Joe’s fireman on the record run.
Fifty people attended a service
to mark the unveiling of the
headstone on October 2, including
Joe Duddington’s great-grandson,
Matthew Delaney, who was said to
be“overwhelmed”and described his
ancestor as “the astronaut of his day”.

Born in 1876, Joe Duddington
was personally selected by Sir Nigel
Gresley to take charge ofMallard for
the speed record attempt on July 3,
1938, when the locomotive achieved
126mph on the descent of Stoke
Bank. Joe retired from the footplate
in 1944.

Left: Theplaqueon JoeDuddington’s
gravedepictingMallard.MARKNEALE

Above: TheMallardmemorial bench.
MARKNEALE

IN BRIEF
� THE superheater header for
new GWR 4-6-0 No. 6880 Betton
Grange and the outside steam
pipes were fitted by Tyseley
LocomotiveWorks in October,
completing the upper half of the
locomotive other than an amount
of lubrication pipework. The first
steaming andmovements of
No. 6880 are now likely to take
place in the NewYear at a private
event for 6880 Betton Grange
Society members.
� THE Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway has bounced back from
the Covid-19 lockdowns with a
record season in 2021, carrying an
estimated 2700 passengers – a 30%
increase over 2019 and a five-fold
increase since 2014. The line had
remained closed in 2020, its 60th
anniversary year, because of the
pandemic.
� IN A JOINT project between
theWelshpool & Llanfair Light
Railway and the Friends of the
Sierra Leone National Railway
Museum, the line’s Sierra Leone
Railway Hunslet 2-6-2T No. 85
has recently been disassembled
at theVale of Rheidol Railway to
assess the feasibility of restoring
it to service. This study was
financed by a fund started by
WLLRmembers shortly after
the locomotive was withdrawn
from service in 2010. Following a
positive assessment, the friends
group will now raise the funds to
overhaul No. 85.
� TRAIN operator CrossCountry
has renewed its partnership with
the National Railway Museum
in York, allowing them to work
together towards the NRM’s six-year
Vision 2025 Project, which aims to
turn both it and the Locomotion
museum at Shildon into the ‘World’s
Railway Museum’by becoming ‘a
global engineering powerhouse’
celebrating railways past, present
and future.
� THE caption to the opening
picture of our feature on BR
Standard 5MT No. 73082 Camelot
was inadvertently omitted
from pages 52-53 of issue 285.
It was taken by Peter Edwards
and shows No. 73082 climbing
Freshfield Bank with a Bluebell
Railway dining train from
Sheffield Park on October 11,
2020. Our apologies to Peter for
the oversight.

Drumboe is craned intopositionatDonegal Townon
October9.NIALLMCCAUGHAN

Drumboe attracts
record crowds on its
way home to Donegal
ByHughDougherty

COUNTYDonegal Railways2-6-4TNo. 5Drumboe returned
toDonegal in triumphonSaturday,October9, following
thecompletionof its cosmeticoverhaulby theRailway
PreservationSocietyof Ireland’s engineeringarm,Heritage
Engineering Ireland, atWhitehead.

People lined the route fromWhitehead to Donegal, and
when the restored 1907-built NasmythWilson locomotive
– which headed the last passenger train on the CDR in
1959 – stopped on its low loader at the site of Strabane
station, more than 200 local people turned out to cheer it
on its way.

In scenes reminiscent of a Flying Scotsman appearance,
crowds lined the route into Donegal and through
Stranorlar, while several drones caught Drumboe
travelling through the spectacular Barnesmore Gap
alongside the CDR main line trackbed – the section of
the railway on which Drumboe is most likely to operate in
future once returned to steam.

Arrival at Donegal Town, which now houses the Donegal
Railway Heritage Centre, was delayed until 5.31pm,
because of heavy traffic and crowds, but a Garda escort
cleared the way to the Diamond where Drumboewent on
show, again attracting record attention.

New interest
Moved toDonegal station in theevening, the locomotivewas
craned intopositionona sectionof 3ft gauge trackbesidea
newplatformon theSunday.

Work will continue on a canopy to protect No. 5 from
the elements, and lighting and interpretation boards,
including sound archive material – some of which was
sourced from people watching the move and who
remembered the railway in action.

Heritage centre manager Niall McCaughan said: “The
attention we attracted far surpassed our expectations and
it was wonderful to see the sheer excitement generated

by our steam locomotive. The return ofDrumboe has
generated a great deal of new interest in and support
for our project, and we will be working hard to capitalise
on that.”
Drumboe’s homecoming generated extensive coverage

in local and national Irish media.
Its cosmetic restoration is the culmination of a €100,000

project, which was partly funded by a €65,000 grant from
Donegal Local Development CLG.

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
GREAT RATES
SEE PAGE 30
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Cecil Raikes to be displayed in
town’s new transport museum
MERSEYRailway0-6-4TNo. 5Cecil
Raikes is togoondisplay ina transport
museumplanned forBirkenhead.

The 5000-square metre Transport
Shed, as it has been provisionally
titled, will be part of the Dock Branch
Park, an area of urban parkland to be
developed on the site of the former
Dock Branch railway line.

It will house some of the 250
artefacts in the transport collection
of National Museums Liverpool,
including Cecil Raikes,which has not
been on display since the late 1990s.

The locomotive was built by Beyer
Peacock in 1885, with condensing
equipment for working the tunnel
under the River Mersey. It was made
redundant in May 1903 when the
Mersey Railway became Britain’s first
steam-operated line to be electrified.

Cecil Raikeswas sold the following
year to Shipley Colliery of Ilkeston,
Derbyshire, where it worked for the
next 50 years. It was preserved by the
British Railways Board at DerbyWorks
and presented to National Museums
Liverpool in 1965.

Australian relative
Itwas last onpublicdisplayoutside
theMuseumofLiverpool Life in the
late1990s, followinga20-year stayat
Steamport Southport from1978until
that centre closed in1998.

Although it is a unique survivor
in the northern hemisphere, sister
engine No. 1 TheMajor survives at
the New SouthWales Rail Transport
Museum in Thirlmere, Australia,
having been one of four sold to J&A
Brown, of New SouthWales.

MerseyRailwayBeyerPeacock0-6-4TNo.5CecilRaikeswill soonbe returned to
public displayafter years in storage.NATIONALMUSEUMS LIVERPOOL

Great Central Railway talks about helping to
reopen Nottingham counterpart ‘advanced’
TALKSbetween theGreatCentral
Railwayplc, EastMidlandsRailwayTrust
andNottinghamHeritageRailway to
return trafficbetween theMidlandMain
Lineat LoughboroughandRuddington
were said tobe“veryadvanced”.

As reported in issue 282, the trust
launched a £5 million appeal to fund
repairs to Bridge 326, which crosses
the A60 north of Loughborough, and
Bridges 307 and 312 at East Leake.

The trust has suggested that GCR
(Nottingham) Ltd, operator of what
is now branded the Nottingham
Heritage Railway, hand over its lease
of the southern 5½ miles of the
line to the GCR plc, operator of the
Loughborough-based heritage line.

A statement from the GCR plc said:
“Contrary to much reported news of
friction between some of the parties,
it is likely that an arrangement

will be reached whereby GCR plc
will assist in the management of
repairs to those structures and
infrastructure requiring major work,
thus encouraging the return of
freight traffic to the line at the earliest
possible date and, subsequent to
that, other services.

Reunification project
“Amajormulti-million-poundproject
is underway to reunify the linewith the
southern sectionof the formerGreat
Centralmain linewhich runs from
Loughborough toLeicester.”

GCR plc managing director Michael
Gough said: “We have a major
aspiration to be able to run trains
one day from Leicester all the way
through to Ruddington and, thus,
we have a vested interest in trying as
hard as we can to keep the northern

section viable until we get there.
We will, therefore, provide as much
assistance as possible, particularly
in the management of major repairs
required to a number of bridges
and also assisting with the mirroring
of GCR plc’s safety management
systems and rule book.”

NHR chairman Mike Newton
said: “Mike Gough, Clive Baines (a
GCR plc director) and I have been
working very hard behind the scenes
for several weeks to get a deal
together.We have developed great
working relationships and strong
personal friendships that will lead
to an exciting future of co-operation
between all parties. I would like to
thank all our volunteers for their
patience as we move to a new
beginning for the NHR, and we look
forward to the opportunities ahead.”

The new museum is being funded
as part of Birkenhead’s Town Deal
funding bid from the Government,
through whichWirral Council

received £25 million for regeneration
projects.Work on Dock Branch Park is
expected to commence in 2022 and
will take two years to complete.

Santa trains
cancelledat
two railways
TWOnarrowgauge lineshave
cancelled their Santa specials
thisChristmas.
Emlyn Pritchard, general

manager of the Llanberis
Lake Railway, stated:“Due to
the continuing uncertainty
regarding the coronavirus
pandemic aswemove into the
autumn andwintermonths,
we have regrettably taken the
decision thatwewill not be
operating our Santa trains for
2021.
“This has been an extremely

difficult decision tomake, but
the health and safety of our
staff, customers and, of course,
Father Christmas and his team
is of paramount importance.

Lack of volunteers
“Whilewe fullyunderstand the
disappointment cancellingour
Christmas trainswill cause toall
thosewho travelwithusduring
the festiveperiod,we sincerely
hope thatour Santa trainswill
return inDecember2022.”
Meanwhile, the South

Tynedale Railway announced:
“We are sorry to say that the
Santa specials won’t run this
year. They require a large
number of volunteers and staff
that we just don’t have at the
moment.
“We areworking onmince

pie specials that are less labour
intensive, still with a festive
feel but unfortunatelywithout
Santa.We are so sorry to
disappoint everyonewhowas
hoping to come along.”

Hunslet 0-4-2TNo. 1859of1937GreenDragonat theSouthTynedaleRailwayonOctober10.DAVEWILSON
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WWIvisitor steals
show at L&B gala

Below:No. 303atWoodyBayon
September26. TONYNICHOLSON

Above:NorthDevonMPSelaineSaxby,
akeen supporterof theL&B,wavedoff
the first trainof thegalaweekendon
September25. TONYNICHOLSON

Agroupof Ilfracombe ‘Victorians’ posingwithLyn for the classic photographat
WoodyBayonSeptember25. TONYNICHOLSONNo303cresting the1-in-50gradient fromKillingtonLane. TONYNICHOLSON

VisitingHunslet 4-6-0TWarDepartmentLightRailwaysNo. 303
alongsideLynatWoodyBayonSeptember26. TONYNICHOLSON

ByRobinJones

VISITING fromtheMoseleyRailway
Trust’sApedaleValley LightRailway,
WarDepartment LightRailways
Hunslet 4-6-0TNo. 303was the star
of theLynton&BarnstapleRailway’s
September25/26gala, the first in
twoyears.

The engine, works number 1215 of
1916 was repatriated from Australia
by theWar Office Locomotive Trust.
Its restoration team’s leader Martyn
Ashworth joined No. 303 atWoody
Bay and drove it during the gala.

The event saw an intensive

timetable of both passenger and
mixed services, as well as shunting
and locomotive movements.

Also in action were the 762 Club’s
new Baldwin 2-4-2T No. 762 Lyn, Kerr
Stuart 0-6-0T No. 2451 Axe and John
Uphill’s 0-4-2T No. 8 Faith.

North Devon residents in Victorian
attire who visited the railway on
June 13 during the Ilfracombe
VictorianWeek, returned on
September 25.

The event was opened by North
Devon MP Selaine Saxby who was
joined by some of the ‘Victorians’
in front of one of the line’s original

Victorian carriages which was
specially constructed for the L&B in
1897 - the year of Queen Victoria’s
Diamond Jubilee – by the Bristol
Wagon & Carriage Company.

Selaine said: “I really enjoyed visiting
the L&B September gala, and seeing
some of their brilliant steam trains
in operation. This fabulous heritage
railway has welcomed a record

number of visitors this summer, and
I want to give my sincerest thanks
to all of the volunteers who work so
hard to keep it running. It really is a
wonderful part of our local heritage,
so long may it continue.”

L&B spokesman Tony Nicholson
said: “The weather was mild, mostly
dry and frequently sunny and there
were lots of smiling faces around.”

g
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SecondSentinel arrives atWallingford
TWOSentinel steam locomotives
arenowat theCholsey&Wallingford
Railway,with thearrival ofNo. 11 from
theBuckinghamshireRailwayCentre.
The formerTottenhamgasworks

locomotive,Works No. 9366 of 1945,
joins ex-GWR example No. 12,Works
No. 6515 of 1926, whichwas also
previously based at Quainton Road.
Both are owned by Keith Lobley.
Since its arrival, No. 11 has passed

its boiler inspection, but no decision

has been taken as to how long it will
stay on the line.
The CWRhosted another industrial

locomotive for itsWallingford atWar
1940sweekend onOctober 2/3, in
the formof Hunslet 0-6-0STNo. 1873
of 1937 Jessie from the Pontypool &
Blaenavon Railway.

Right: Sentinel 4wVBTNo. 11
(left) andNo. 6515atWallingford.
TONY STEAD/C&WR

LNERB124-6-0No. 8572hauls theGresley ‘Quad-Art’ coaches
along the coastoutof Sheringhamduring theNorthNorfolk
Railway’s 1940sWeekendonSeptember14, 2019. STEVE ALLEN/NNR

B12 bows out at North Norfolk –
but it will be back for centenary
ByTobyJennings

POPULARLNERB12No. 8572will
shortlybowoutof traffic at theNorth
NorfolkRailway foroverhaulbutwill be
back in steamfor its centenary year.

The Great Eastern Railway-design
Holden 4-6-0 is due to steam for a
special farewell weekend on October
30/31, paired with the Gresley
‘Quad-Art’ suburban coach set and
departing Sheringham at 10.20am,
noon and 1.40pm. The corresponding
departures from Holt are at 11.07am,
12.47pm and 2.27pm. Passengers will
receive souvenir tickets.

The B12 will then go into the
works for its third major overhaul in
preservation, which the NNR hopes
to complete by the end of 2023 –
meaning that the 1928-built engine

will be back in steam in good time for
its centenary.

It is estimated that the overhaul
will cost about £400,000, and the
locomotive’s owner, the Midland &
Great Northern Joint Railway Society,
will launch a fundraising campaign
at the farewell weekend, called
‘Steaming into the Next Century’.

Unique survivor
Acommemorativebook,APictorial
Historyof theB12s,will beavailable
during theweekend– the third in the
Norfolk’s Railways seriesbyDennis
GreenoandRichardAddersonand
publishedby the society.Other
fundraisingplanswill bepublicised in
duecourse.

The B12 has run almost 70,000
miles since it first returned to steam

on the NNR in 1995, following an
overhaul at Kloster Mansfeld in the
former East Germany. It received
its second major overhaul between
2007 and 2012, with the boiler going
to Chatham Steam in Kent and the
rest of the locomotive to Riley &
Son (E) Ltd, while the tender was
overhauled at the NNR. Between its
return to steam in 2012 and the end
of the NNR’s 2019 season, it covered
almost 33,000 miles.

It was one of the first two steam
locomotives acquired by the society
in 1967 for use on the NNR, the other
being GERY14 0-6-0 No. 564 – both
being the sole survivors of classes
synonymous with East Anglia.

As well as the B12 andY14, the
M&GNJR Society ownsWD 2-10-0
No. 90775 (currently operational),

Class 31 D5631 (recently returned
to traffic after overhaul), Class
08 D3935 and a Class 101 DMU
(operational), as well as Hudswell
Clarke 0-6-0ST No. 1700 of 1938
Wissington and Hunslet 16in-cylinder
0-6-0ST No. 1982 of 1940 Ring Haw.
It acquired the Hunslet and DMU last
year as part of its support package for
the NNR during the pandemic.

Imminent return
Wissington’s10-yearlyoverhaul is almost
complete,with the locomotivehaving
undergonea steamtest inAugust, but
subsequent tests revealeda fault in its
cast ironsafetyvalvebody,meaning that
a replacement is having tobemade. It
is expectedback in service soon, after
whichRingHawwill take itsplace in the
works foroverhaul.
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BobHill on the footplateofHunslet
Austerity0-6-0STNo. 68011 (Works
No. 3796of1953)Errol Lonsdale,
whichwas soldby theSouthDevon
Railway in2009and isnowat the
StoomcentrumMaldegem inBelgium.
SDR

MikeBall, thenewchairmanof Severn
ValleyRailway (Holdings)plc. SVR

Rolemodel: A live steammodelofGWRNo.6019KingHenryV sold for £11,000
(excludingbuyer’s premiumof25%plusVAT) at a transport saleheldby
DreweattsofNewburyonSeptember21.Workon theexhibition standardmodel,
whichwasmade in5ingauge fromGWRworks’ drawingsandcarrieda ‘Cornish
Riviera’ headboard,was startedby the lateBillWebster,whospentmore than20
yearsbuilding it before itwas completedby thevendor,whobought it in2014.
Features includea silver-soldered copperboiler, a three-element stainless steel
superheater, and cast iron cylinderblocks. The6ft 2in-longmodel,whichwas
exhibitedat the2018NationalModel EngineeringExhibition inDoncaster,was
finished in traditionalGWR livery. SeeGeoff Courtney’s railwayana columnon
pages68-71 for full details of theauction.DREWEATTS 1759

Newfuture for reprievedbuilding–
andaproposedheritage centre
PARTof theLancashire&Yorkshire
RailwayworksatHorwichhasbeen
savedfromdemolition–andcould
housearailwayheritagecentre.
Aspreviously highlighted, one

of the erecting shops completed
by the LYR in 1892hasbeen
demolished tomakeway for a
new link roadaspart of a housing
development.The alignment of the
new roadhad togo through the
historic area to avoiddisturbing
the known siteswhere asbestos
lagging, from locomotives
overhauled at theworks in steam
days, hadbeendumped.
However, No. 2 erecting shophas

been reprieved for restoration and
use as a foodmarket, similar to that
atAltrincham–andaproposal has
beenput forward for part of it to
house a railwayheritage centre.
It hasbeen suggested that the

proposedHorwichHeritageCentre
couldhouse the sole-surviving
locomotive from theworks’
internal 18in-gauge system, Beyer
Peacock 0-4-0STWren, which is
part of theNational Collection and
currently displayedatYork.

18in-gauge relics
Asreported in issue282, theremains
ofwagons fromthe18in-gauge
networkwerediscoveredduring
thedemolition.Parts fromadiesel
locomotivehavealsobeenfound
and it ishopedthat theserelics
couldalsogoondisplay,aswell
as retainingsomeof thesurviving
track fromthenarrowgaugesystem
whichoriginally totalled7½miles.
As reported last issue, plans

arebeingdeveloped for amajor
celebrationnext year tomark the
100th anniversary of themerger of
the LYRwith the LNWR in1922.The
Keighley&WorthValley Railway

will incorporate the celebrations
into its SpringSteamGala ofMarch
4-6,while an event is plannedat
the East Lancashire Railwayon
June17-19which, it is hoped,will
feature LYR‘Ironclad’0-6-0No. 957
(repainted inblack from its current
greenRailwayChildren livery) and
LNWR‘CoalTank’0-6-2TNo. 1054.
AnLNWR-themedevent at

CreweHeritageCentre involving
the‘CoalTank’is proposed, and
theRibble andEmbsay&Bolton
Abbey railways are also keen tobe
involved in the celebrations.

‘Pug’ toManchester?
WithAspinallClass230-6-0ST
No.752 intrafficat theELR, it is
plannedtochange itscurrentBR
black livery toLYRunlinedblack for
thecelebrations,and it ishopedthat
‘Pug’No.19will returntoservice
during2022followingoverhaul,
havingsteamedonlyonce in
preservation in theearly1970s.
WithTransport forGreater

Manchester also celebrating
the30th anniversary of the
ManchesterMetrolink tramsystem
in2022, there is an aspiration for
the‘Pug’to travel over the tramway
fromBury toManchesterVictoria
station for display, and forHeaton
ParkTramway’s ex-Manchester
horse-drawn tramNo. L53 togive
rides in the city centre.
A request hasbeen submitted

toWest Coast Railways for two
railtours inMarchusing LMS
JubileeNo. 45596Bahamas,
withoneonMarch26 running
fromOxenhopeon theKWVR to
Rawtenstall on the ELRandback.
The Lancashire&Yorkshire

Railway Society is producinga
booklet about the 1922merger to
mark the anniversary.

Dartmouth’s tribute to
heritage pioneer Bob Hill
with steam whistle salute
ASTEAM-whistlesalutewasblownat full
blastbytheDartmouthSteamRailway
asamarkof respectprior tothe funeral
ofoneof thepioneersof theheritage
railwaymovement inSouthDevon.

Bob Hill, a former sports editor of
theHerald Express, died recently at
the age of 81. His funeral took place at
noon on September 29 in the church
of St Mary theVirgin in Churston
Ferrers – a short shunt away from the
Brixham branch which closed in 1963.

Bob worked on several heritage
lines as a fireman and later a driver.
When bosses at the DSR learned of his
death, they wanted to contribute to
his send-off.

DSR managing director John Jones
arranged for the locomotive hauling a
service train through Churston around
midday to sound a long whistle as
a mark of respect for Bob.“I am sure
Bob would have been touched by the
gesture,”said DickWood, who worked
with Bob on the DSR and later at the
South Devon Railway

Newsroom colleagues at the
Herald Express testified to Bob’s
seemingly encyclopaedic knowledge
of train timetables, locomotives
and the people who worked on the
permanent way.

His sister, FelicityWilkes, said Bob’s
passion for all things railway started at
an early age:“When our parents had a
hotel, they closed it in the winter and
Bob would set up a huge Hornby train
set in the dining room. If I ever went
near it I would be chased out of the
room before I had the chance to step
on anything.”

Friend and fellow enthusiast Bryan
Gibson said:“When the South Devon

Railway Association was formed, Bob
was member No 9. He was involved
when the first locos and coaches were
moved from Exeter toTotnes and on
to Buckfastleigh at the start of the
preservation era in 1965.”

From 1969 until 1977 he travelled
to Bodmin General, where he was the
nominated depot supervisor when
the GreatWestern Society had a
base there.

Richard Elliott, SDR generalmanager
from 1991 to 2009, said one of Bob’s
more unusual jobs was to drive a
train in the 2003 film Churchill: The
HollywoodYears.

“He had to hide out of sight while
Christian Slater, the star of the
film, appeared to be driving,”said
Richard.“Whether it was a hot day
or otherwise, Bob would always be
lathered when firing steam engines,
but he always came up with a smile
on his face regardless.”

Newly-appointed chairman played
important role in main line relations
MIKEBall hasbeenappointedas the
newchairmanof theSevernValley
Railway (Holdings)plcboard.

Previous chairman Nick Paul CBE is
stepping down after a decade in the

role but will continue as a director,
while Mike is stepping up after
spending the same length of time as
deputy chairman.

A volunteer on the SVR for 35 years,
Mike has worked at a senior level
in the engineering and IT services
sectors, and played a key role in
developing the SVR’s relationships
with main line train operating
companies to bring in contract work.

In another change, the SVR’s
general manager, Helen Smith,
is to become managing director
designate. The railway stated that
this “allows her to take complete
responsibility for the safe operation
of the railway, its financial health, and
future growth. As part of the SVR’s
safety management system, a review
and validation of this change will
take place before it is confirmed.”
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THEYorkshireWoldsRailway
has takendeliveryof its
second locomotive.
Patricia, a Fowler 424 series 0-6-0

shunter powered by a Rolls-Royce
six-cylinder 12-litre supercharged
engine, arrived at Fimber Halt on
June 24.
Member GrahamDanbywho

spearheaded the operation said:
“Working closely with the donors
fromHull, we had to ensure that
everythingwas right with the site

and documentationwell before
a wheel on the locomotive could
move. It has been in its existing
home for a number of years and the
tracks leading to it needed a lot of
clearancework to allow it to escape.
"Wewere very fortunate and

grateful that South CaveTractors
were on hand to give us assistance.
They brought a brand new road-rail
Unimogwhich proved invaluable in
us getting the locomotive out.”
The Fowler needs extensive

repairs to return it to service, with
key components such as the air
compressor and locating bracket
needing to be replaced. The first
priority is to ensure the cab is
watertight once again by fitting
newwindows and seals all round.
To support the restoration, a new

fundraising campaign for £6000 is
being launched under the banner
of FundThe Fowler.
Chairman Phil Robson said:“This

is the largest locomotive theYWR

has, and as suchwill have a large
bill to bring it to life – but it will be
totally worth it.
“We do hope that in the not too

distant future, wewill be able to
move Patricia alongside our newly
extended platform so visitors can
see elements of the restoration
up close.”
�Donations to Fund the
Fowlermaybemadeatwww.
yorkshirewoldsrailway.org.uk/
support

Fowlerdiesel shunterPatricia isYorkshireWoldsRailway’s second locomotive

Rediscoveredhistoric documentsoutlining
procedures at Eardington station in1931. SVR

Eardington could
reopen for local trains
as historic documents
are rediscovered
ByJohnTitlow

ORIGINALGWRdocuments from
1931have recentlybeendiscovered,
uncoveringhowtheSevernValley
Railway’s EardingtonHaltwas
managed,had its ownstationmaster
andwasa station in its own right.

While the railway between
Hartlebury and Shrewsbury was
built between 1858-62, the station at
Eardington did not open until 1868.
It served two local forges rather than
the nearby villages of Chelmarsh
and Eardington.

The Upper and Lower forges east
and west of the station were owned
by Hazledine & Co which had a
good reputation for the quality of
its castings. Despite John Hazledine
being declared bankrupt in 1797
the company remained in business.
These forges were connected by a
long canal tunnel though little of it
and the forges remains today.

Pioneering parts
In 1802whenRichardTrevithick
wasbuilding theworld’s first steam
locomotives, heplaced several orders

forparts fromHazledine&Co, including
components for the legendary
Catch-me-who-can.Engineers John
UrpethRastrick and JohnHazledine
constructed it in1808at their foundry
inBridgnorth.Themodern-dayworking
replica is onviewatBridgnorth station.

A proposal in 1864 for a siding to
Lower Forge never bore fruit, and in
the 1870s the Severn Valley Railway
was absorbed into the GWR and
Eardington platform was extended
in 1893. The ironworks closed
in 1899.

According to staff records

from 1922 the tiny station had a
stationmaster, George Cooke, and
a gatekeeper, his wife Elizabeth.
They lived nearby at Crossing on
Eardington Bank. He retired in 1930.

A year later, Eardington dispatched
2259 parcels and was responsible
for 2355 tons of freight, probably
locally-quarried sand and gravel.
Eardington later became the main
station in the area dispatching
sugar beet. The large houses locally
provided the parcels traffic.

During 1931, the station came
under the control of Highley and
lost its stationmaster. It is around
this period that the document, hand
typed without corrections, comes
from, and describes how the station
will be managed in future.

Working instructions
Paragraph1states:“Onand from
March12, 1931 the responsibilityof the
supervisionofEardingtonwill beplaced
upon theStationMaster atHighley.The
staff at Eardingtonwill consist ofone
Grade1Porter, relief formidday interval
beingaffordedbyaGrade2Porter from
Highley.ThePorterswill cover thehours
during the station is openattending
to the requirementsof theStationand
GoodsYard, bookinganddealingwith
Passengers, Parcels andMiscellaneous
Traffic, obtainingconsignmentnotes
forGoodsTraffic dispatched, issuing the
necessary invoices, checking received
Goodsconsignmentswith invoices, and
obtainnecessary signatures.”

It goes on to describe clerical work,
stating that the stationmaster at
Highley has overall responsibility:
accounts are to be kept separate and
carefully checked, with cash to be
sent on the 4.43pm train where the

BulleidWestCountryPacificNo. 34027 TawValleyhauls the first northbound trainof theSevernValleyRailway’s recent
autumnsteamgala through thenow-independentEardington stationonSeptember16. JOHN TITLOW
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BR4MT2-6-0No. 76077 looks impressivewith its front endassembledat
LocomotiveMaintenanceServices in LoughboroughonOctober2. TODDINGTON
STANDARD LOCOMOTIVE LTD

YorkshireWoldsRailwayvolunteersGeoff Pickering, Phil Robson (chairman,
AlanBrown,AndyBarwick,GrahamDanbyandAlanCooperat FimberHalt as
Patricia is delivered. YWR

stationmaster at Highley is to check.
On the first day of each month,

the Highley stationmaster must
travel to Eardington to make the
cash up at that station in time for
dispatch to the district cashier
by the 9.27am train, in order
to ensure all cash items for the
previous month being remitted
with the revenue for the last day of
the month.

After the war and nationalisation,
Eardington became unstaffed, and
1952 saw its first reference as a halt
in the timetable. The goods loop
was reduced to a siding in 1959 but
in the working timetable it was still
not a halt!

In its last summers and weekends
under BR, most of the passengers
alighting at Eardington were
fishermen. The station closed to
passengers on September 9,
1963 pre-Beeching and the
following year the goods siding
was completely removed. The line
closed the same year.

When the line reopened in the
heritage era on May 23, 1970,
Eardington came under the
control of Bridgnorth. It played
an important part in the early SVR
days because the water here was
much softer than that at Bridgnorth:
a five-minute stop allowed
locomotives to take water. However,
getting the trains away on the 1-in-
100 grade was interesting.

The water tank that had stood
there for 53 years was removed

recently, returning the station to
its original GWR appearance as
reported in issue 280.

Reopening plans
Timetabled trains stopped in1982, and
then the stationdisappearedoff the
SVR timetable.TheHamptonLoade
toBridgnorth local stopped ineach
directionduring the1998autumn
steamgala, despitenotbeingbooked.

Eardington lost its historic
'grandfather rights' due to half the
platform being demolished for over
30 years, and its rebuilt platforms
are now too short to accommodate
seven and eight-coach trains used
regularly on the SVR.

A Safety Case for reopening was
being compiled before Covid-19
hit but was shelved. However, it
is now progressing, and subject
to approval it will allow trains
to stop once again – a prospect
made possible after considerable
rebuilding of the platform edges,
although this time round, only
four or five-coach trains can
be accommodated.

Trains will only stop during
galas, but this will allow access to
photograph trains climbing the
nearby Eardington Bank.

Located at milepost 147¾ from
Paddington, this wayside gem is
without electricity or gas, giving
visitors an insight into how railways
worked without these facilities.
�For regularupdates, Eardington
stationhas its ownFacebookpage.

Newplatformedgingandoil lampsglowingat Eardington. JOHN TITLOW
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‘Forgotten Standard’
could steam in 2026 as
front end is assembled
IT IS described as the‘forgotten’BR
Standard of preservation, but ex-
Barry scrapyard 4MT 2-6-0 No. 76077
has now had its first moment in
the limelight.

On October 2, just half a mile from
and within earshot of the Great
Central Railway’s Loughborough
Central headquarters, where that
line’s autumn steam gala was in full
swing (see pages 56-61), No. 76077’s
front end had been assembled at
Locomotive Maintenance Services.

The illusion, from the front, of a
complete locomotive had been
created for an open day being held
for shareholders and supporters of its
owning group, Toddington Standard
Locomotive Ltd. Volunteers from
the group, along with LMS staff, are
restoring the engine for use on the
GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway.

“Everyone was impressed with what
they saw and‘Wow!’was heard from
almost everyone as they came in,”said
TSLL chairman Chris Irving.“It was a
great opportunity for us to meet some
of the generous people who have
bought the shares that have enabled
us to progress so quickly.”

70th anniversary target
With its smokebox, front runningplates
andbufferbeamall fittedandpainted,
No. 76077wascompletewith smokebox
numberplate,‘SC’self-cleaning
smokeboxplateand8Gshedplate,
the latter referring toSuttonOak shed
where it spentmostof its BRcareer.

It was constructed at HorwichWorks
in December 1956, andTSLL hopes to
complete its restoration in 2026 for its
70th anniversary.

One of the last Standard 4MT
2-6-0s in BR service (along with now-
preserved classmates Nos. 76079 and
76084) it was withdrawn fromWigan
Springs Branch in December 1967
and arrived at DaiWoodham’s Barry
scrapyard the following September.

It was rescued in 1987 by Chris
Hinton, who carried out some
restoration work but transferred
ownership of the dismantled engine
toTSLL in 2018.

With the locomotive having been
rewheeled in June, as reported in
issue 282, the next tasks will be the
reboring of the valves and cylinders,
overhauling the connecting rods
and motion, and completion of the
new reversing gear. Restoration
of its cab has also commenced at
Unity Engineering.

A bigger tender?
Its boilerwasprofessionally inspected
duringAugust and found tobe in
generallygoodorder. Built in1951, the
boilerwas fitted toNo. 76077during
theonlygeneral overhaulof its career,
carriedout at EastleighWorks in1964.

Repairs to the boiler are estimated
at £150,000, andTSLL is raising funds
for the locomotive through the
sale of shares and sponsorship of
components – for details see
www.standard76077.com

The locomotive also needs a
new tender, as its original was sold
separately from Barry and is now
coupled to No. 76017 at the Mid-
Hants Railway. TSLL expects to hire
a tender initially – but is considering
the possibility of re-creating a sight
not seen since the end of Southern
Region steam in 1967, by building a
high-sided BR1B tender for use with
the 4MT.

Although No. 76077 only ever ran
with a 3500-gallon low-sided BR2A
tender, the 4725-gallon BR1B type was
paired with 4MTs Nos. 76053-76069
for use on the Southern Region, where
larger tenders were needed because
of the lack of water troughs.

“We haven’t decided which tender
to go for yet,”said Chris. “The BR2A is
more practical.We will seek opinion
from our shareholders.”



The local school train climbs towardsGhumin1999,buta local family ismoreentertainedby thephotographer. Local
housesperchedon thehillside showtheprecariousnatureof thearea, butwhoowns them isquestionable. JOHN TITLOW

Privatisation ‘could close’
Darjeeling Himalayan line
ByJohnTitlow

THEBritish-builtDarjeelingHimalayan
Railway, opened in1881 inWestBengal,
India,maybeunder threatof losing its
WorldHeritageSite status–andcould
evenbeclosed.

The 2ft gauge line runs from New
Jalpaiguri on the plains ofWest
Bengal up into the foothills of the
Himalayas, climbing nearly 7000ft to
an altitude of 7218ft.

The fresh problem facing the railway
stems from the Indian Government’s
plans to raise £60 billion by 2025 by
‘monetising government owned
assets’such as land, roads, airports,
gas pipelines, stadiums and railways
according to an announcement in
August by India’s finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman.

Railway assets under threat are 400
stations, 90 private passenger trains,
265 goods sheds, Konkan Railway,
the dedicated freight corridor and the
four narrow-gauge Indian hill railways,
the DHR, Kalka-Shimla Railway, Nilgiri
Mountain Railway (even after building
a new steam locomotive as reported
in issue 285) and the Matheran Light
Railway.

Fear of job losses
Thegovernmenthasdecided to
handover the runningof theDHR
andoversightof the landadjoining
the stations toaprivate company,
threatening jobs and livelihoods.The
DHRadministrationhas alreadybegun
reducing the sizeof theoperation,
andworkerswho retire arenotbeing

replaced, leading to fears amongstaff
that theymay lose their jobs.

According to the Guardian
newspaper, the announcement
sparked protests at eight DHR
stations and the prime minister was
bombarded with letters and via
social media appealing for the sell-off
plans to be scrapped.

UNESCO granted the DHR aWorld
Heritage Site listing in 1999 with
its original
British-built
locomotives,
the earliest
dating from
1892. That
listing is now
under threat:
UNESCO has
written to
the Indian
Government
“asking for
clarification
on how it
will ensure
the private
operators
conserve the railway and comply
with its world heritage status”.

As reported in issue 283,World
Heritage Site status has just been
granted to the slate landscape of
NorthWales including the Ffestiniog
andTalyllyn railways. India recognises
the importance of the DHR, and
knows it would be a blow for the
region should this be removed.
Liverpool had its listing removed
by UNESCO after ‘developments

threatened the value of the city’s
waterfront’.

The DHR has recently reopened
after being closed for 18 months due
to Covid-19, with services having
resumed on August 25 using the
original timetable. Four days later, it
closed again due to a landslip caused
by the monsoon rains that washed
away yet another section of the line
and the adjacent Hill Cart Road, but

reopened on
August 31.

Many
buildings
alongside the
line are illegal
despite the fact
that they have
been there for
more than 40
years; residents
fear the
privatisation
will lead to
eviction of
people who
have lived and
worked there

for generations, with their small
businesses replaced by shopping
centres and hotels.

A close relationship exists between
the railway and locals and many
businesses exist purely because of
the DHR: tourism is important in the
region and the locals will be the ones
who suffer.

It is unclear who owns the
adjoining land around the railway.
Due to its precarious nature the

hillside is continually falling into the
valley below and a new realigned
line and road is cut into the
remaining hillside whenever there is
a landslide.

For example, several years ago
over half a mile of track and road
slipped into the valley below during
the monsoon rains, and it took five
years to cut a new ledge into the
hillside before trains could run again.
Whoever takes this on would have
to have deep pockets due to the
unstable nature of its terrain.

Around a million local tourists and
over 25,000 foreigners visit the line
each year, but its running costs are
almost 50% higher than revenue
input. However, local MP Ajoy
Edwards said: “Just because the Taj
Mahal is not making profits, can we
rent it out?”

Society offers support
In a statement issued on August 31,
the UK-based Darjeeling Himalayan
Railway Society said: “No sane
commercial organisation would even
think of taking over responsibility for
having to maintain the trackbed for
this very reason. However, it may be
possible for another organisation to
take over operation of trains, maybe
along the same lines as the current
BR private companies operating on
Network Rail’s infrastructure.

“Although the precise proposals
are awaited, it is clear that there
would be both opportunities and
challenges for potential private
operators. The world-famous DHR
has a very powerful ‘brand image’
and there is undoubted potential for
increasing the volume and quality
of the services on offer in this most
scenic part of north-east India.

“Finally, any revised organisational
structure would need to be
considered by and agreed with
UNESCO so that the DHR’s invaluable
World Heritage Site listing is
maintained.

“Against this background the
society is keen to bring its long and
deep involvement with the DHR
to bear as the specific proposals
are developed. Indian Railways is
fully aware of our wish to be part
of the dialogue with other key
stakeholders, such as Indian Tourism
and local organisations which will
determine the future of the DHR.”

Tours to the area are expected to
resume in January. Covid-19 figures
forWest Bengal are at a reasonably
low level: the main Indian hotspots
are Mumbai, the southern states of
Tamil Nadu and Kerala, and Kashmir.
�Further information is availableon
the society’swebsite atwww.dhrs.org

“The world-famous
DHR has a very

powerful brand image,
and there is undoubted
potential for increasing
the volume and quality
of the services on offer
in this most scenic part
of north-east India.”
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BrianHall, chairmanof theB17SteamLocomotiveTrust (right) ,discusses
details of the frameconstructionofB17No.61673SpiritofSandringhamwith
engineering students fromtheUniversityof Sheffield, at CTLSeal’sworkshops in
July this year.UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD

Above: Thebogie frame forClan
No. 72010Hengist trial-assembledat
CTLSeal of SheffieldonOctober4.
BOB IFE/SSLC

Right: Volunteers IanHenderson
(left) andChris Jonesatworkon
Hengist’s framesatCTLSeal on
September27,with the slidebar
mounting (left) andmotionbracket
prominent in redprimer.BOB IFE/
SSLC

B17 Trust forges
engineering links with
University of Sheffield
THEB17SteamLocomotiveTrust,which
isbuildingnewLNER4-6-0No. 61673
SpiritofSandringham, has forged links
with theFacultyof Engineeringat the
Universityof Sheffield.

It follows the project’s move to
Sheffield engineering firm CTL Seal,
after the closure of the contract
engineering business at its previous
base of the Llangollen Railway.

Larry Sampson, the trust’s director
with responsibility for its community
plan, explained: “For the past 25 years
at least, it has been considered good
practice for large organisations in any
sector (private, public or voluntary)
to have a community plan. This is
how they intend to put something
back into society in return for profit
or support gained. In the B17SLT we
have always felt that our community
plan was to be delivered through
educating and training young
people. Thus we have been active in
supporting young people in schools
for the past three or more years.

“Little did we realise at the time
that our move to Sheffield would
change the way we do things
forever. Not only do we have a

manufacturing base with all the
resources we need but we have also
had offers of help from organisations
not previously on our radar! This
has involved the extension of our
community plan to include higher
education students.”

Students from the university have
put forward suggestions for the
redesign of the trust’s LNER tender,
to increase its water capacity and
give the B17 a longer range than
the original 80-100 miles, for 21st
century main line operation.

The trust had written a design
brief for the tender modifications,
which was given to third year
undergraduates to complete in their
final academic year.

Said Larry: “This work is currently
being evaluated but we are grateful
for all the hard work which has gone
into the proposed solutions. From
our point of view it is good to get
ideas from fresh minds coming to the
task – a unique opportunity to gain
fresh insight.”

In return, the trust supported the
Faculty of Engineering with its entry
for the 2021 Institute of Mechanical

Engineering Railway Challenge
– a 7¼in-gauge energy-efficient
locomotive – which won second
place.

A plan has been drawn up for
further collaboration with the
university on topics including
lubrication; the design of the B17’s
smokebox and chimney (including
the effects of a self-cleaning
smokebox and spark arrester, and
the possibility of fitting a Kylchap
blastpipe without affecting
the outward appearance of the

chimney); and consideration of
fitting a rocking grate to the firebox
and its effects on airflow.

In another engineering project,
the trust has established a working
group to renovate a 1920s LMS
bridge stress recorder. Larry said: “It
was obtained by our chairman Brian
Hall, but we have been unable to find
out in any significant detail how it
works or anyone who has operated
one. The group want to get it in
working order to demonstrate its use
and possibly donate it to a museum.”

Bogieandmotionbrackets trial-assembled fornew-buildBRClanPacific
ATRIALassemblyof the frontbogie
frame for new-build Clan 4-6-2
No. 72010Hengisthas takenplace.
The BR Standard Pacific’s bogie

framewas assembled at its
engineering base of CTL Seal in
Sheffield (also the base of the B17
project) on October 4, bymembers
of the Standard Steam Locomotive
Companywho have been trained
to use the firm’s overhead cranes.
During late September, the

motion brackets and slidebar
mountings were also trial-fitted to
the locomotive’s frames.
Other work on the frames has

included the removal of the
smokebox saddle for some high
spots to be ground off, ensuring a
steam-tight joint between saddle
and frames.
An order has been placed with

South Devon Railway Engineering
for the bogie axles and tyres, the
wheels themselves having already
been cast. The bogie’s cannon
boxes (roller-bearing axleboxes)
have also been cast and are being
inspected prior tomachining. They

are the second set to be produced,
the first (from a different foundry)
having failed a non-destructive
test due to surface cracks.
With the rear extension frames

being fitted to the Riddles Pacific’s
main frames (as reported in

issue 283), and all the parts to
hand to complete this part of the
locomotive, the Clan Project is now
raising funds for the trailing truck.
Thanks to a generous donation, its
wheels have been produced but
were returned to the foundry as

the castings were deemed to be of
poor quality.
�TheTrailingTruckAppeal aims to
raise£20,000 for its tyres andaxle;
fordetails of this andotherways to
support theproject, visit
www.theclanproject.org
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ByRobinJones

THE50thanniversaryof the final steam
trains running inLondonUnderground
servicewasmarked instylebythe
EppingOngarRailway’sOctober8-10
annualLondonTransportweekend.

The themed event celebrated
the era when the line was part of
the Underground.

It featured three locomotives in
LondonTransport maroon livery,
including theWorcester Locomotive
Society’s GWR 0-6-0PT No. 5786,
which ran in LT service and was
bought by theWorcester Locomotive
Society. Based at the South Devon
Railway, it was on loan to the Gwili
Railway in 2020 and currently carries
the LT number L92.

It was joined by Bill Parker’s GWR
2-6-2T No. 5521, which, with its cab
cut down to negotiate the lower
headroom of the tube tunnels,
starred in the 2013 celebrations

marking the 150th anniversary of
the Metropolitan Railway.

The third locomotive in LT maroon
livery was Class 20 No. 20227,
appearing courtesy of the Class 20
Locomotive Society and currently
named Sherlock Holmes.

The trio were supported by the
railway’s own Class 31 No. 31438.
Passenger services throughout the
day were complemented by a goods
train running through NorthWeald,
and the popular real ale train also ran.

Panniers remembered
The last threepanniers in servicewere
the final steam locomotives in service
onaUKmain line.Acknowledging
thehugepublic interest, LThelda
final dayof steamoperationon the
UndergroundonSunday, June6, 1971,
whenademonstrationengineers’train
washeadedbyGWR0-6-0PTNo. L94
(7752),which isnowbasedatTyseley
LocomotiveWorks.

Now preparing for the festive
season, the EOR will be running its
Light Fantastic illuminated trains
on selected dates from November
19 until January 9, with all services
departing from NorthWeald rather
than Ongar.

Traditional Santa specials will run on
December 4/5, 11/12 and 18-24.

The railway will round off Christmas
with a NewYear steam gala on
January 1/2. This is set to see No.
L150, No. L92 and home-based GWR
4-6-0 No. 4953 PitchfordHall in action,
and the event may see the return to
operation of Hawthorn Leslie 0-6-0ST
No. 3437 of 1919.

10th anniversary
May27-29will seeamajor event to
celebrate the10thanniversaryof the
branch reopeningasaheritage line.
Theevent isplanned to includea
special guest steam locomotive, as yet
unannounced,making its first visit away
from itshome line sinceoverhaul, and
further visitingengines.

EOR general manager DeanWalton
said:“The railway has come far in its
first 10 years.With the possibility of an
interchange at Epping, development
at Ongar and strong passenger
growth, it will be enter the next 10
years in a strong position.”

PannierNo. L92 recalls thedayswhen it and sister
locomotiveshauledworks trainson theLondon
Underground. KATIE PICKERSGILL/EOR

Haulinga service trainduring theannual LondonTransportWeekend,pannier
No. L92wasbackworkingona formerUnderground line–52years since itwas
sold.KATIE PICKERSGILL/EOR

Above:GWR45752-6-2TNo. L150 (5521),whichwas specially
adapted in2013 toworkon theUnderground lines.
KATIE PICKERSGILL/EOR

Left: Twosteamengines inmatchingmaroon livery together
for theEppingOngarRailway’s successful LondonTransport
weekend.DEANWALTON

VisitingClass 20No. 20227 SherlockHolmescrossesCripsey
ViaductonOctober9.KATIE PICKERSGILL/EOR

London Transport trio take
over former tube line for gala

24 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 287 : Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.

NEWS





THEBluebellRailwayhasadded its
support tocampaignersfighting
NationalHighwaysover its latest
controversialplanto infill a long-
redundant railwaybridge.
Designedby civil engineer

Frederick Banister, thebridge
inChurchRoad, Barcombe,was
built in the early 1880s aspart of
a line connecting Lewes andEast

Grinstead, thenorthern11miles
ofwhich areoccupiedby the
heritage line.
The structure carries anarrow

minor roadand is assessedas
havinga capacity of 24 tonnes. Its
brickparapets andwingwalls have
been subject tomovement formany
years,with cracks recordedas long
agoas 1994.

NationalHighwayshasproposed
infilling thebridgewith about 1000
tonsof aggregate and concrete,
usingPermittedDevelopment
powerswhich leaves objectors
without a voice.
While theBluebell Railwayhasno

plans to extend south fromSheffield
Park – the restorationof theArdingly
branch fromHorstedKeynes ismore

likely – it said that“the remaining
trackbed is apotentially valuable
transport corridorwhich should
be safeguarded.”
Objectors also claim that not only

would infilling thebridgemean
the loss of a heritage assetwithin
the village conservation area, but
itwould alsobedetrimental to an
adjacentwoodlandhabitat.

Bluebell Railway supportsbattle to saveBarcombebridge frombeing infilled

Right: Pony truckandcoupling rods
trial-fitted toNo. 2007PrinceofWales
atDarlingtonLocomotiveWorks in
time for TheA1SteamLocomotive
Trust’s annual convention.
GRAHAMNICHOLAS/A1SLT

Above: Cast steamportsproduced
byWilliamCookCastProducts for
thenewP2cylinderblockarenowat
DarlingtonLocomotiveWorks.
STEVE DAVIES/A1SLT

New P2 now two-thirds built
ByRobinJones

THEproject tobuild theseventh
exampleofSirNigelGresley’sP22-8-2s,
No.2007PrinceofWales, is two-thirds
complete,TheA1SteamLocomotive
Trusthasannounced.

More than £4 million of the
estimated required £6 million has
now been raised since the ground-
breaking project was launched to
recreate the most powerful express
passenger locomotive in Britain.

Significant progress has been
made on several fronts during the
past year. DB Meiningen in Germany
is constructing two boilers for the
trust, with the first ‘spare’expected to
be delivered in the spring and fitted
on Peppercorn A1 Pacific No. 60163
Tornado during its overhaul next year,
followed by the second for Prince of
Wales in summer 2022. Both boilers
are now substantially complete.

Eight of nine rods have been
delivered to Darlington Locomotive
Works, with the inside connecting
rod and strap to be delivered by the
end of this year and the coupling rods

trial fitted to the engine. The steam
ports have been cast for the cylinder
block, with the fabrication of the
cylinder block nearing completion
and delivery due in the spring.
Detailed drawings for the valve gear
are complete, and it is now being
manufactured.

Pony truck
Theponytruck isnowbeingtrial-fitted
totheengine,while thetender tankand
wheelsetsarecomplete,withthe frames
expectedto join thematDarlington
inthespring.Thewheelsetsaredueto
bebalanced inMarchandfitted in the
spring.Theelectrical systemstrunking
isapproachingcompletionwith
materialsdelivered,mostcomponents
manufacturedandinstallationonthe
locomotive framesmostlycomplete.

The axle-driven alternator test rig
has been manufactured and testing
is underway at Darlington. Both
the brake gear linkage and its trial
assembly on the frames is complete.
The air pipework layout is complete,
as is the pipework and fittings
between the frames.

Unlike the building of Tornado,
significant development work has
been required to ensure that the new
P2 reaches its full potential.

Principal areas of redesign include
the development of an improved
pony truck and frame design,
improved valve gear, moves to
reduce the risk of crank axle failure
which was apparent on the original
P2s, the modified diagram 118A
Tornadoboiler and Class A1-type
Timken roller bearings, the use of
fabricated frame stays instead of the
original cast design, the modification
of the brake system from vacuum-
only to a BR type dual air/vacuum
installation, and the incorporation of
a rocking grate and hopper ashpan,
plus the abovementioned modern
comprehensive electrical system plus
safety equipment.

Focus has turned to the adaptation
of the Lentz rotary cam poppet valve
gear to overcome deficiencies in the
original design. The overall height
of the locomotive is being reduced
to comply with the modern more
restricted loading gauge.

During the next 12 months, the
trust aims to install the cylinder block
into the engine’s frames following its
spring delivery, and the fitting of the
boiler next summer.

£2m to go
TrusteeMarkAllatt said:“Thetrial fitting
of thecouplingrodsandponytruck
totheengine for the first timefor the
trust’sannualconvention isavery
significantmilestone.

“We still have another £2 million
to raise and so if you would like to
see a new Gresley class P2 sooner
rather than later, I would encourage
potential supporters to get on board
by becoming a‘P2 for the price of a
pint of beer a week’regular donor,
joining one of our fundraising
clubs or sponsoring a specific
component through our Dedicated
Donation scheme.”
�Topledgeyoursupport to theP2
project,emailenquiries@p2steam.
comortelephone01325460163.
Alternatively,visit thewebsitewww.
p2steam.comtofindoutmoreabout
theproject.
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TheLeadhills&WanlockheadRailwayworks trainwithnewballast. L&WR

Gone to thewall: The colourfulmural at theStrathavenMiniatureRailway’s
station celebrates the line’s newcelebrity statusasScotland’s oldestminiature
railway.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Off the tracksat Leadhills is the
hopperwagonderailedbyvandals at a
setofpoints. L&WR

Margaret, the locomotivedepictedon thenewmural, still doingwhat it hasbeen
doing for72years –delightingpassengerson theStrathavenMiniatureRailway.
HUGHDOUGHERTY

Strathaven railway goes to wall with ‘oldest’ claim
ByHughDougherty

THEStrathavenMiniatureRailwayhas
literallygone to thewallwith its claim
ofbeingScotland’soldestminiature
railway.

A colourful mural has been painted
on the line’s station at Strathaven
Park in the South Lanarkshire town
by local artist Artianne, aka Anne
Anderson. The mural depicts the line’s
original locomotive, 2-6-0Margaret,
track and a heron, and carrying
the tag line ‘Scotland’s Oldest
Miniature Railway’.

The mural and branding is the
brainchild of secretary Ian Samson,
who said: “I realised that when Kerr’s
Miniature Railway at Arbroath closed

last year after 82 years, we had to
be the country’s oldest line, having
opened in 1949. I checked that out
by writing to the 10 other miniature
railways in Scotland today, and, yes,
our claim checks out.

Successful season
“We’ve been running for 72 years, and
Margaret our mogul is still very much
with us. That’s something to really
celebrate, so we went for the mural,
funded by the Scotland Loves Local
Fund, and are carrying the ‘oldest’ tag
on all our publicity material.”

Despite a late start to operations in
2021 due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
the SMR carried a creditable 12,000
passengers during the season,

implementing full carriage cleaning,
PPE and social distancing regulations
as necessary. Ticket sales were
replaced by a bucket for donations to
avoid cash handling, and Ian said that
this brought in more cash than ticket
sales normally would.

With the prospect of the line
carrying its 750,000th passenger
in May 2022, the Strathaven Model
Society Ltd is looking to the future
and is determined not just to survive
but thrive.

“We are fortunate to have 30 active
club members,”said Ian. “But 70% of
us are over 70, and the few members
we have in their 20s will simply not
be enough to keep us running in the
future.

“That’s why we took the decision
to launch a junior section and, after
gaining insurance cover for this, we
are going to run groups for six to
eight year-olds and for nine to 11s,
one night per week, after school.

New recruits
“Eachchildwill beaccompaniedbyhis
orherparent, andwehope theparents
maybecome interestedandalso join
us in running the line,whilewe’d like
theyoungsters to stay involved for
manyyears.A successful taster session
inOctober attracted10children in the
oldergroupandwehada total of 25
enquiries fromparents,manyofwho
arekeen to joinwith their children
next year.”

No public trains at Leadhills
&Wanlockhead until Easter
ByHughDougherty

PUBLIC trainswill not runon the2ft
gaugeLeadhills&WanlockheadRailway,
theUK’shighest adhesion-worked line,
until Easter 2022at theearliest.

The line closed at the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic and has been
shut since, the longest closure period
in the railway’s 35-year history since
opening in 1986.

Track manager Alan Mackie said:
“The various restrictions meant no
work until recently, except for a
weekly visit by our site manager who
organised a clean-up of Leadhills
station site.Work on the extension
toWanlockhead has also stalled
because of the pandemic.

“Given our exposed location,
subject to extreme winter weather,
and remedial work on the main line
not being completed until February
2022, it will leave little time for train
crew refamiliarisation and rolling
stock maintenance to allow us to
reopen at Easter, so we’re going to be
very busy.”

Work is well underway on track
panel refurbishment after the
excessively hot weather in July and
August brought track defects to light,
such a section laid by YTS workers
in the late 1980s having been built
without effective drainage and
laid on bare soil, leading to sleeper
wet rot.

Vandals cause derailment
Volunteers have been removing one
panel at a time, scraping the topsoil
off the solum with the line’s Komatsu
excavator, and laying new clean
Cloburn Red 20/40mm stone to a
minimum depth of 50mm. Sleepers,
rails and fishplates are then renewed
as necessary before the panel is
relaid, with the works train then
moving forward to lay new ballast,
which is tamped using the line’s CFG
BR100 tamper.

“All of this means that we may be
running works trains at any time,
and we’re reminding visitors and
local people to stay well clear of the
tracks,” said Alan. “We had a recent

incident at Leadhills station, in which
vandals caused one of our hopper
wagons to run away and be derailed,
which could have resulted in serious
injury.We reported that incident to
the police, for, sadly, despite being
so remote, we are not immune to the
problems faced by other heritage
railways in more populous areas.”

Alan also said that the railway is
very much ready to welcome further
volunteers to help get the line back
on track for 2022.
�Full details of joiningareavailable
atwww.leadhillsrailway.co.uk
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Spa Valley celebrates
£250,000 boost for
locomotive overhauls
ByGeoffCourtney

STAFFandvolunteers at theSpaValleyRailwayare celebrating
a surprise£250,000donation fromtheestateof a lifelong
enthusiastwhodied twoyears agoat theageof89.The
unexpectedbequestwill go towards theongoingoverhauls
of twoof the railway’s 0-6-0T steam locomotives, ClassA1X
‘Terrier’No. 650SuttonandLMS‘Jinty’No. 47493.

The gift comes from the estate of Peter Dunk who for 60
years lived in a terrace cottage in Kew, south west London,
close to Kew Gardens station. It was there that his passion
grew for the Southern Railway; in his youth he had hoped
to join the company until his parents persuaded him to
take a different career path as an analytical chemist.

From his teens in the 1940s until the 1960s he travelled
throughout the UK photographing steam and other
transport, and due to an interest in model trains became
a member of the Model Railway Club, the Hornby Railway
Collectors Association, and theTrain Collectors Society.

This passion led to him becoming one of the first dealers
in the hobby, and for more than 20 years he ran a stall at
Portobello Road market in Notting Hill while also becoming
a prolific builder in OO, O and 1 gauges and displaying
layouts at model railway exhibitions. One such display, for
which he is still remembered, was a huge O-gauge layout at
a Model Railway Club exhibition in 1994.

He amassed a large collection of model trains, many
of which he built himself, and its sale at auction last year
contributed to the legacy which enabled him to make the
donation to the SpaValley Railway.

Matt Dives, the railway’s steam engineering manager
and a trustee, said:“This legacy was an unexpected and
much appreciated surprise that will make a real difference
to the overhauls of the‘Terrier’and‘Jinty,’ two of our
much-loved locomotives.

Generous by nature
“The legacywill complete thecurrentoverhaulofNo. 650and
alsoensureagoodstart to fundraising for its nextoverhaul
in10 to15years,while in thecaseof the‘Jinty’itwill allowus
tocontinue thecontractoverhaulof theboiler at theNorth
NorfolkRailway. Inbothcases it goesa longway to securing
the futureof steamon the railway.”

Mark Carne, a SpaValley driver who is also working on
the restoration of No. 650, was a long-standing friend of
Peter, who he described as generous and someone with a
good sense of humour.“Peter and I were once at a model
railway show, and he was wearing a hat with an original
Southern RailwayWorldWarTwo service badge pinned to
it,”Mark recalled.

“I told him I used to have one but had lost it while on duty
at the railway, and he gave me his with the words, ‘Have this

Restorationboost: LMS ‘Jinty’No. 47493,whose current
restorationhas receivedamajorboost fromtheestate
of lifelong railwayenthusiast PeterDunk,headsaSpa
ValleyRailway trainat ForgeFarmcrossing. It is hoped that
theoverhaul, alongwith thatof anotherof the railway’s
resident locomotives,A1X ‘Terrier’No. 650Sutton,will be
completednext year. JONNYE

Mid-Hants
plans for 45th
anniversary
gala in2022
AMAJORgala isplannedat the
Mid-HantsRailwaynextspringto
celebrate45yearssincethe line
reopened inpreservation.
The eventwill beheldover

theweekendofApril 29/30,
marking the anniversary of the
first passenger trains over the
2½-mile section fromAlresford
toRopleyonApril 30, 1977.
The reopening trainwas

hauledbyMaunsell N class
2-6-0No. 31874,which is now
under overhaul at the Swanage
Railway’sHerstonWorks, but
theWatercress Line intends to
gather asmany locomotives as
possible to represent classes
thatwerepreviously resident
at or have visited the line in the
preservation era.
“We can’t say verymuchmore

at themomentbecause it’ll be
a lot ofwork topull together,”
saidMHRgeneralmanager
SimonBaggott,“butwe could
have anything froma‘Terrier’or
anAusterity tank to aMerchant
Navy.”
TheMHR’s otherworking

steam locomotiveon reopening
was former LongmoorMilitary
RailwayHunslet Austerity
0-6-0STNo. 196Errol Lonsdale
(WorksNo. 3796of 1953),
which is nowat Stoomcentrum
Maldegem inBelgium.
LBSCRA1X0-6-0TsNos. 55

Stepney, 662Martello and32678
have runon theMHR in
preservation,whileMerchant
NavyNo. 35005Canadian
Pacific remains a resident but is
currently under overhaul.
TheMHR’sAutumnSteam

Galanext yearwillmark the
last appearances ofNational
Collection SRSchoolsNo. 30925
Cheltenham and resident SDJR
7FNo. 53808before overhaul.
For our report on the

Watercress Line’s Somerset&
Dorset-themedAutumnSteam
Gala this year, seepages 80-83.

WorthValleyhelpswith tragediesmemorial atGNRQueensburyTunnel
AMEMORIALhonouring10navvies
knowntohavediedwhilebuilding
theGNR’s7503ftQueensburyTunnel
betweenBradfordandHalifaxhas
been installedbycampaigners
battlingtoreopen itasawalkingand
cyclingroute.
Thememorial, erectedby the

QueensburyTunnel Society,

comprises two rowsofwooden
sleepers either sideof thepath
linking theGreatNorthernRailway
Trail to the tunnel entrance.The
materialsweremostly donatedby
theKeighley&WorthValley Railway.
Each sleeper is dedicated tooneof
themenandhas aQR codeon the
back, linking toonlinebiographies.

Whenopened in 1878, the tunnel
was the longest on theGNR.The line
closed in 1956.
The tunnel is ownedby the

Department forTransport and
maintainedon its behalf by
Highways England’sHistorical
Railways Estate team.Controversy
has ragedoverHighways England

plans to abandon the tunnel due
to concerns over its condition; this
would result in some sectionsbeing
infilled.
In September 2019, the tunnelwas

namedon theVictorian Society’s
list of theTop10Most Endangered
Buildings in EnglandandWales for
that year.

one until you find it.’ I told him I never expected to find it
and he replied, ‘Well, have it until you do find it anyway.’

“It is an honour and privilege that Peter’s wish was that
steam locomotive restoration should benefit from his
estate, and an even greater privilege that the SpaValley
Railway should be the beneficiary.”

No. 650, which is owned by the London borough of
Sutton and is on long-term loan to the railway, was built
at Brighton in 1876, withdrawn by BR as No. 32650 in
November 1963, and moved to the SpaValley in 2004. The
‘Jinty’was built at Vulcan Foundry in 1928, taken out of
service in 1966, and rescued from Barry for preservation
in 1972. Previously based at the East Somerset Railway, it
arrived at the SpaValley in 2000.

Although the dates for completing the overhauls of
the locomotives, which are costing an estimated total
of £250,000, are not yet confirmed, it is hoped both may
return to service next year.

NEWS
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Recreatinga typical scene from
thepast, abystanderwaves to
GERY140-6-0No. 564as it heads
aNorthNorfolkRailway service
train fromSheringhamto
Weybourne. ROBIN COOMBES

Above:VintageTrainsTrainOperating
Company secretaryRobinCoombes.

Right:GWR4-6-0No. 6024King
Edward I inmain lineactionat
Abergavenny.Nowownedby the
Royal Scot LocomotiveandGeneral
Trust, the locomotive is currently
undergoinga10-yearlyheavygeneral
overhaul at theWest Somerset
Railway’sworkshopsatMinehead.
ROBIN COOMBES

First ever doctorate into study of heritage railways
ByRobinJones

THE firstdoctorate into thestudyof
heritage railwayshasbeenawardedto
VintageTrains companysecretaryRobin
Coombes following researchundertaken
at theUniversityofBirmingham’sCentre
forRail ResearchandEducation.

Sponsored by the Office of Rail
and Road and the Heritage Railway
Association, it focussed on the
sustainability and governance of
heritage railways and is a landmark in
the study of social history.

The sustainability of heritage
railways in the rapidly changing
times of the 21st century is a subject
that has never been investigated
in such depth. This pioneering
study demonstrates that there is no
fundamental reason – operationally,
politically, technically or financially
– why heritage railways cannot be
sustainable well into the foreseeable
future. However, the sector is facing
ever greater challenges from changes
in society and in particular the need
for renewal as people, infrastructure
and assets become older and decline.

10,000 volunteers
Observations fromthestudy, including
theageprofilesand ratesof repairs and
restorations, showthatover thenext10
years theheritage railwaysectorneeds
to findandappointmore than700
newdirectors, recruitmore than10,000
volunteers, fundandundertakemajor
overhaulsof300steamlocomotivesand
1000coaches, relayat least100miles
of trackandmanage theday-to-day
upkeepofall assetsand infrastructure.

The sector has to stay relevant
and attractive to the millions of
annual visitors. Although this is not
a new task, and one that has been
repeatedly achieved over 70 years, it
just gets harder each time, the study
emphasised.

Robin, who carried out extensive
research over five years, said: “The
story of heritage railways has shown
that the art of the impossible is
possible.

“Good governance is incredibly
important, particularly for their
safe operation, but their social
capital, and the goodwill of their
volunteers, members and supporters,
is even more important for their
sustainability. I am optimistic that,
if the ingenuity, inventiveness and
pioneering tradition they possess
among their volunteers and
supporters is fully engaged, they will
not lose what they cherish and hold
so dear.

“If there is a problem, it is not the
quality of the next generation. I have
met many younger than I who are
eager and more than equal to the
challenge. The question is – have

we found enough of them and can
the current leadership inspire and
engage them?”

Professor Clive Roberts, head of the
University of Birmingham’s Centre
for Rail Research and Education, said:
“The study is important for heritage
railways as it recognises their maturity
and distinctiveness as a sector and
identifies potential risk.”

Governance challenge
The researchhashelped informthe
OfficeofRail andRoaddevelopment
ofaheritage rail versionof itsRisk
ManagementMaturityModel (RM3) for
thewider rail industry, settingout the12
TabletsofGovernance.

Ian Skinner, Assistant Chief
Inspector of Railways at the ORR,
said: “The evidence from the research
helped me consider the leadership
and governance challenge on

heritage railways. I see increasing
realisation within the sector that it
needs to be addressed.

“Thanks to the research, there
is now in place a practical tool to
help heritage railways navigate a
post pandemic world of challenge
and uncertainty.”

HRA director Mark Smith said: “The
research has the potential to be very
useful to heritage railways.”

Robin undertook the research as a
mature student, his previous career
having included a managerial role
at BR, environment consultant, and
chairman of a national architecture
consultancy. He plans to use the
results of his research to assist
heritage railways to increase their
resilience and attractiveness to a
new generation. The study was
supervised by Prof Anson Jack and Dr
Julian Clark.
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WR4-6-0No. 7828OdneyManorapproachesCrowcombeHeathfieldwithadownBishopsLydeard toBlueAnchorgala serviceonOctober3.DON BISHOP

West Somerset gala’s success
shows way to better times ahead
DESPITEmixedweather and the
Minehead terminus still beingoff
limits, theWest SomersetRailway’s
WesternRegion-styleOctober1-3
AutumnSteamGala– its first in two
years –provedpopularwith the
travellingpublic.

All of the four home-based steam
fleet –WSR mogul No. 9351, GWR
2-6-2T No. 5199, and 4-6-0s Nos. 7822
FoxcoteManor and 7828OdneyManor
– were in action, along with Class 35
‘Hymek’D7018.

With 1071 passengers travelling,
revenue exceeded £20,000, despite
trains being restricted to the Bishops
Lydeard to Dunster section, as the
all-new SeawardWay level crossing
giving trains access to Minehead was
not yet complete.

A railway spokesman said: “While
numbers were down on previous
events, the gala was a big morale
booster forWSR staff and a publicity
success in proving that theWSR is
alive and well, and going in the right
direction again.”

Elsewhere, the railway’s £1 million
SOS appeal has now exceeded
£57,000. The railway is looking to

increase this figure with the help
of a new fundraising drive and
coordinator post to push donations
in different ways, plus identifying
specific infrastructure projects that
the line’s two support charities, the
West Somerset Railway Association
and theWest Somerset Railway
Heritage Trust, can both contribute
towards the appeal.

Illuminated trains
More than 2000 tickets have been
sold for the Bishops Lydeard to
Williton ‘Santa Express’with a value of
more than £40,000, while ticket sales
for the newWinterlights illuminated
train between Bishops Lydeard and
Crowcombe have done“spectacularly
well”. More than 3800 tickets have
sold at a value of more than £75,000,
well ahead of expectations.

The spokesman added that the
WSR plc’s 49th annual general
meeting, which took place on
September 25 at Oake Manor Golf
Club near Bishops Lydeard station,
“was held in a far more positive
and convivial atmosphere than
some of the recent more troubled

shareholder gatherings, with all of
the business conducted quickly and
efficiently, with clear majority votes
in favour of the resolutions tabled.”

WSR plc chairman Jonathan Jones-
Pratt said: “What a great year it’s been
for us on theWSR! In January we were
still in lockdown and no trains could
run, but now, as we come ever closer
to the season’s end, our trains are full,
passengers are very happy and the
line looks fantastic.

“Our bank balances are improving
and we are very optimistic about the
ongoing financial performance of the
company.

“TheWinter Lights and Santa
Express trains are proving popular
and are selling well, and our monthly
management accounts are proving
that the right decisions were made.

“Our target break-even point will
be achieved very shortly, and this
will mean we can then focus our
sales effort on building up the winter
reserves in order to prepare the
railway for the anticipated full 2022
season.

“This income boost is really
important to the overall plan we

have prepared. All this good news is
solely down to one thing – the hard
work and dedication of our staff and
volunteers.

No trains toMinehead
“Without them, this railway would
not have survived and this year
has demanded more from them
than ever before. Our workforce
has turned out in all weathers and
sometimes at very unsocial hours to
keep the railway running, and our
passengers happy.”

October 21 was the target date
for the handover to the railway
of SeawardWay level crossing by
contractors, following its upgrade.
However, the railway was not
expecting to resume running
passenger trains into Minehead this
year, as final clearances need to be
undertaken with both Somerset
County Council and the Office
of Rail & Road, with training and
competency testing having to be
arranged for railway staff using the
new crossing. It is planned that the
line will reopen to services along its
entire length from next spring.
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GWR2-6-2TNo. 5199headsaWilliton to
BishopsLydeard ‘local’ trainpast Leigh
WoodsonOctober3.DON BISHOP

WSR2-6-0No. 9351at LowerKerMoorwith the10.20amDunster toNorton
Fitzwarren serviceonOctober1. STEVE EDGE/WSR

Right:No. 7828
OdneyManorpasses
LonglandsFarm,
betweenNorton
FitzwarrenandBishops
Lydeard,withaBlue
Anchor-boundservice
onOctober1.
DON BISHOP

Below: Joining the
resident four steam
locomotivesat thegala
wasWesternRegion
Class35 ‘Hymek’diesel
hydraulicD7018,
picturedat Leigh
WoodsCrossingwith
adownservice to
DunsteronOctober1.
DON BISHOP
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TheEdenValleyRailway’s restoredWarcop stationheadquarters andSouthernRegion4-CEPEMUNo.2315. EVR

RAILWAYPaths Ltdhasoffered its
sectionof theAppleby-Warcop line
to the local council – in thehope that
it couldbe reopenedby theEden
ValleyRailway.

RPL, a charity formed in 1998, owns
just over 200 miles of disused railway
trackbeds that were transferred to it
from the British Rail Residuary Board
after the privatisation of the national
network. Of these, approximately
180 miles have been converted into
cyclepaths, working mainly with
cycling charity Sustrans, and also with
local authorities – but RPL now wishes
to relinquish the remaining sections.

As reported in issue 284 and
on pages 68-73, this includes the
4½-mile section of the former
Stratford-Cheltenham main line
from Broadway to Honeybourne,
which could be used to extend the
GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway
northwards to the main line.

RPL also owns approximately 2½
miles of the disused Appleby-Warcop
line, formerly part of the Penrith-
Barnard Castle ‘Stainmore Route’,
between Appleby and Southfields.

The Eden Valley Railway Trust
owns the remaining section from
Southfields to its base atWarcop,
another 2½ miles.

RPL director David Pemberton said
of theWarcop and Honeybourne
trackbeds: “These are the only two
sections of any significance where we
believe there is an alternative use.”

However, as detailed in issue 284,
any transfer of ownership of the
trackbeds requires the approval of
the Department for Transport – but
the DfT has vetoed their transfer
to the G/WR and EVR because it
considers that heritage railways
cannot provide a sufficient covenant
to maintain the road bridges.

Appleby ambitions
The other option is for the trackbeds
to be transferred to a local authority
and leased back to the heritage lines,
hence RPL’s offer to Cumbria County
Council.

A spokesperson for the council
confirmed that it is aware of the offer
and will be discussing it at a meeting
in November, but was unable to
comment further at this stage.

If taken up, it could open the door
for the EVR to achieve its aim of
extending its services to Appleby –
more than a quarter of a century after
it first set out to preserve the line.

Passenger services over the
Stainmore Route ceased on January

22, 1962, with the section from
Appleby to Kirkby Stephen East
remaining in use to serve the nearby
Hartley Quarry until 1974. Ministry of
Defence traffic continued toWarcop
until 1989, followed by a few special
trains in 1990, after which the line
became disused – yet it has never
formally been closed. The EVR Society
(now the EVR Trust) was formed in
1995 and ran its first trains atWarcop
in 2003.

Bob Sandlands, a trustee of the EVR
Trust, said that the railway obtained a
Transport &Works Act Order in 2000
covering the entire line fromWarcop
to the boundary with Network Rail at
Appleby East level crossing – where
the rails remain in place but have
been covered with tarmac. However,
because RPL owned part of the line,
the EVR was unable to also obtain an
operating licence.

The track also remains in place
through Appleby East station,
having last been used in 2005 to
bring in the EVR’s two Southern
Region 4-CEP electric multiple units,
although the station is now in use
as a scrapyard. However, said David:
“We own enough land on the edge of
Appleby to build a new station.”With
concrete sleepers on most of the

section owned by RPL, the line and
its structures – including Coupland
Beck Viaduct – are in good condition,
said Bob.

“We’ve got an ongoing programme
of sleeper replacement – we think we
need about another 500.”

Tourism potential
The EVR’s ultimate ambition is to link
up with the Stainmore Railway at the
restored Kirkby Stephen East station,
creating a 12-mile heritage line. As
reported in recent issues, Highways
England (now National Highways)
has infilled a bridge on this section
with concrete but may be forced to
undo this work following protests.

David concluded: “We’re looking
forward – Broadway to Honeybourne
is a strategic corridor, and Appleby
toWarcop has the potential to be a
huge tourist attraction for Appleby-
in-Westmorland.”

RPL is also in the process of
transferring a short section of
the Alnwick branch trackbed in
Northumberland to the Aln Valley
Railway, which will eventually give
the preserved line access to a main
line interchange at Alnmouth station.
All the transfers of ownership would
be for a nominal £1 sum.

Charity offers Eden Valley
line to council for leasing
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Thenew8ft 6inwideHawksworth tender tankbeingassembled forCounty
No. 1014CountyofGlamorganatDidcot.1014GWR COUNTY PROJECT

Tender takes shape for County 4-6-0
THE firstHawksworthCounty tender in
more than50years is takingshapeat
Didcot for theGreatWesternSociety’s
replicaNo.1014CountyofGlamorgan.

Although similar in outline to
the standard Hawksworth tenders
paired with Modified Hall 4-6-0s and
later-built Castles, the tenders for the
Counties had a tank six inches wider
to match the larger cabs of these
locomotives, making them 8ft 6in
wide. This also increased their coal
capacity to seven tons, instead of the
six tons of the Hall and Castle tenders,
although water capacity remained
the same at 4000 gallons. Like the
Counties themselves, the last of which
was withdrawn in 1964, all the wider
tenders were scrapped.

The tank had arrived in flat-pack
form at Didcot Railway Centre, where
all deliveries to the site have to be
made by rail; it was suggested that
the tender side panels would be cut in
half to make this easier, though in the
event they were sent in one piece.

It is being built on a new
Hawksworth-design frame,
incorporating a centre section
and standard GWR wheelsets and
axleboxes from a Collett tender.

The locomotive is being built from
the frames of Modified Hall No. 7927
WillingtonHall, one of the ‘Barry 10’
locomotives owned by Glamorgan

County Council, hence the choice to
replicate No. 1014. Its boiler is under
construction at Heritage Boiler Steam
Services of Liverpool, incorporating
the firebox from another ‘Barry 10’
engine, LNER-built 8F No. 48518 – the
firebox design of the Counties having
been closely based on the Stanier
2-8-0s.

With more than £1 million having
been raised towards the project,
of which £350,000 was donated
since August 2018, it is estimated

that another £150,000 is needed to
complete the locomotive. The only
large component still to be produced
is the three-row superheater header,
of the same design as that fitted
to the Modified Halls and the later
Castles.

“There are lots of small pieces to
be obtained,”said 1014 GWR County
Project press officer David Bradshaw,
“but we’re on the final straight.”
�Moredetails of theproject canbe
foundatwww.county1014.org

NorthNorfolk
has its busiest-
everday
THENorthNorfolkRailwayhas
recorded itsbusiest‘normal’
workingday in itshistory,
excluding special events.
OnAugust 17, the Poppy Line

carried 1600 passengers, now
being able to operate at full
capacity following July’s lifting
of social distancing restrictions.
Generalmanager Andrew

Munden said:“Fromwhat I can
make out, that’s the busiest
single day the railway has ever
had apart fromduring the
1940sweekends.
“We had to close our ticket

offices at 11ambecausewe
ran out of spaces to sell on
the trains.”
He said that the railway has

recorded the fifth busiest
August on recordwith 31,590
passengers, the best for the
month being 32,000 in 2015.
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Above:No. 504, fresh fromtheworkshopsatDundalk in1911.
Right: Interior restorationofNo. 504underway.BOTH RPSI Stout van:RestoredNo. 504atWhitehead.RPSI

Thanks for thememory: FormerStratforddrivers and firemenon theplatformofMangappsRailwayMuseumduring their
reuniononSeptember25.On the far right isDaveBrennand,whoorganised theevent anddeclared it a ‘fantastic day’. The
twonameplatesondisplayare fromformerStratfordClass47dieselsNos. 47579and47580.DAVE BRENNAND

‘Fantastic day’ says organiser as
Stratford crews swap memories
ByGeoffCourtney

THEreminiscing,banterandconstant
teaconsumptionensuredthereunion
of formerStratforddriversandfiremen
atMangappsRailwayMuseumon
September25wasaroaringsuccess.

It was the third get-together
ex-driver Dave Brennand has
organised at the working museum
near Burnham-on-Crouch in Essex,
and against the Covid-dominated
background of the past 18 months,
quite probably the best.

“What a fantastic day,”said Dave,
who started his 40-year railway career
at Stratford in 1973 as a 16-year-old
engine cleaner and within five years
was driving diesels.

“Despite the so-called petrol crisis
and a few from our ranks unable to
make the journey, we had a great
turnout of 33 attendees.

“The tales, jokes and mockery were
truly evident, and never mind the
petrol crisis – we were worried there
might be a teabag crisis due to all the
cuppas being served on the day!

“We are all so very fortunate to have
worked at Stratford and have such
long-lasting friendships way beyond
its closure.”

Dave said two former drivers, Chris
Maguire and 81-year-old Danny
Forbes, travelled more than 500 miles
from Aberdeen. Bob Kent travelled
from Bristol, andTony Gooding, who is

in his late 80s, made the journey from
GreatYarmouth.

Among the highlights were rides
on the museum’s ¾-mile standard
gauge line behind Class 31 No. 31105
(D5523), hauling a pair of Class 302
EMUs with former Deltic and Class 15
driver Brian Eley at the controls,
and a display of two Class 47 diesel
nameplates, JamesNightall G.C. from
No. 47579 (D1778) and County of Essex
with the coat of arms from No. 47580
(D1762).“Both are ex-Stratford locos,
so many of us would have driven

them in the good old days,”said
Dave wistfully.

The former railwaymen also
enjoyed seeing the fruits of a recently
completed £1 million expansion at
the museum that has included the
construction of a three-road 150ft
long carriage shed, a 60ft extension to
the locomotive shed, and a five-road
80ft extension to the museum itself,
which is home to one of the country’s
finest privately-owned railwayana
collections. Mangapps’owner, John
Jolly, whose son James owns the two

Class 47 nameplates that were on
display, shared Dave’s enthusiasm.

“Our best turnout yet – it was
brilliant,”he said.“Everyone enjoyed
themselves, judging by the amount of
talking done and tea consumed.”

He said the oldest guest was
93-year-old Dennis Saville, a former
Mangapps volunteer who started
his driving career on Great Eastern
Railway J15 0-6-0s.

“The reunion has become a firm
fixture in the Mangapps calendar,”said
John.“Long may it continue.”

RailwayPreservationSocietyof Ireland rolls out thebarrel forGuinness van
THERailwayPreservationSocietyof
Irelandunveiled its newly-restored
bogieGuinnesswagon, former
GreatNorthernRailwayof Ireland
No. 504, onSeptember26, at its
Whiteheadbase.
A‘stout’ job has been done on

the steel frame andwooden body
of Dundalk-built No. 504 of 1911,
constructed to transport 104 butts,
or 52 hogsheads of Guinness from
St JamesGate Brewery in Dublin
to destinations across the GNR(I)
system.The van, which runs on
unusual Fox’s bogies, is the sole

survivor of a fleet of 12 sister
wagons, built by the GNR(I) in two
batches – six in 1903, and sixmore
in 1911 – to the same diagram.
It was converted to a grain

wagon in 1938 and saw further
servicewith the GNR(I) and the
UlsterTransport Authority before
withdrawal in 1965.
After storage on rail atMaysfield

Yard, Belfast, Ballymena and
Carrickfergus, No. 504 and
sister wagonNo. 2518 arrived at
Whitehead in 1969, having been
presented to the fledgling RPSI

by Guinness. The vans did duty as
stores, andNo. 504 acted as a pop-
up fish-and-chip shop at an open
day in 1970!
The vanwas nearly lost, however,

after it was severely charred in a
fire started by vandals in 1978.
Following the fire, the van lay
for some years in the open and
No. 2518was scrapped, with parts
being used in the restoration
of No. 504, which, withmost of
the body timbers needing to
be replaced, was no small beer
itself. The restoration, which

began in 2015, was part-financed
by aNational Lottery Heritage
Fund grant.
The project achieved runner-

up status in the restored
freight rolling stock category
at this year’s Heritage Railway
Association awards.
RPSI generalmanager Lisa Adair

said:“We aremost grateful to
theNLHF and to our dedicated
volunteers for restoring this van,
which has a great story to tell, to
pristine condition. No. 504 is now
on display in ourmuseum.”
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SVR autumn diesel gala success
WordsandpicturesbyJohnTitlow

FOLLOWINGonfromtheSevernValley
Railway’s successfulSeptember16-19
AutumnSteamGala,as reported last
issue, thecorrespondingdieselevent
madeawelcomeandsuccessful return
with itsownspecialguestson
September30-October3.

Making its first appearance in
a SevernValley gala was Class 31
No. 31466, after arriving in July from
the Dean Forest Railway as cover for
Class 33 No. 33108, and the second
guest was Class 24 No. 24081 from the
GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway,
visiting for a third time.

Alongside the two guests were
residents Class 09s No. 09107 and
D4100, Class 14 D9551, D9551,
Class 40 No. 40106, Class 50s

Nos. 50007 Hercules and 50035 Ark
Royal, Class 52s D1015Western
Champion and D1062Western
Courier and on-loan Clayton Class 17
D8568 from the Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway.

Some double heading took
place over the full length of the
line on different days with classes
24+17, 14+17 and 14+24, while
the 09s worked between Bewdley
and Kidderminster.

An intensive timetable was devised
by Dave Mogg and Matt Robinson
who also compiled the locomotive
rosters. A total of 26 trains ran on
each of the four days: there were 14
full return stopping trains between
Kidderminster and Bridgnorth, also
12 short workings between Bewdley
and Kidderminster, and crossing took

place at Arley and Hampton Loade
but unusually not at Bewdley.

The first train departed
Kidderminster at 8.30am and the last
one arrived back at 10.15pm, and with
careful planning it was possible to ride
behind all locomotives which were
changed at regular intervals.

The return of hop-on hop-off
services helped and gave plenty
of opportunity for photography.
Passengers were able to visit the
Engine HouseVisitor & Education
centre at Highley.

Back by popular demand were
tours of the Kidderminster traction
maintenance depot for visits costing
£5: these are always popular and have
not been possible since October 2019.

After a gloriousWednesday, the first
day of the gala onThursday dawned

with torrential rain, Saturday was no
better but the Friday and Sunday were
much better and brought people out.

A ceremony took place at the event
in which Lord Faulkner ofWorcester
presented the Class 50 Alliance with
the Heritage Railway Association's
Award for Diesel Locomotion 2021.
21-year-old pattern maker Tom Mills
also received a runner-up certificate
for the HRA's first Lord Faulkner Young
Volunteer Award.

A nice touch in the brochure was a
tribute to regular SVR photographer
and big Class 50 fan Ian Murray
who passed away on June 10 after a
courageous battle fighting pancreatic
cancer, as reported in issue 283.
His legacy will live on because his
photographic collection has now
been donated to the SVR.

D1062WesternCourier climbsEardingtonBanken route toBridgnorthonOctober1.

Class 50No.50007Hercules runspastCrossingCottageafterdeparting
BridgnorthonOctober1.

VisitingClass 31No.31466climbsEardingtonBankwhile approaching
BridgnorthonOctober1.
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TheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’snewvolunteer
developmenthub, TheOutstation, at Stape.
CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/NYMR

At theunveiling ceremony for thenewPickering carriage
stableare (left to right):DavidRenwick fromtheNational
LotteryHeritageFund;PaulineTeale, of theRural
PaymentsAgency;NYMRTrust vice chairmanAndrew
Scott; and JohnBailey, chairmanof theNYMRTrust.
CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/NYMR

Thenew£4millionPickering carriage stablewithA1No.60163Tornado in the foreground.CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/NYMR

Moorsline opens new carriage
shed and volunteer centre
ByRobinJonesandJohnTitlow

THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s
new£4millioncarriagestable
atPickeringand itsvolunteer
developmenthubatStapehavebeen
officiallyopened.

Prof David Stocker, trustee of the
National Lottery Heritage Fund, and
David Renwick, the fund’s northern
regional director, joined staff,
trustees, donors and volunteers to
mark the completion of two of the six
major projects in the line’s £10 million
Yorkshire’s Magnificent Journey (YMJ)
Appeal.

Guests were given a tour of the
state-of-the-art carriage care facility
and the volunteer hub, and had the
chance to see A1 Pacific No. 60163
Tornado and new GWR Saint 4-6-0
No. 2999 Lady of Legend,guest
locomotives at the annual steam gala,
as highlighted on pages 90-93.

The five-track, single-storey
Carriage Stable, featuring a
cantilevered roof, will accommodate
up to 40 coaches and, for the first
time, enable vital servicing and
cleaning tasks to be completed under
cover. It will enter full service in 2022.

The old school at Stape has been
refurbished to perform a new role
as The Outstation, the volunteer
development hub and outreach
centre. It provides a 20-berth fully-
equipped facility, enabling the
NYMR to offer unparalleled levels of
engagement and experiences to new
and non-traditional audiences.

The Outstation is intended to give
a more diverse range of people and

wider communities the opportunity
to experience the pleasure and
benefits of volunteering on a
heritage railway.

Locomotive shed
TheYMJAppeal isdesignedto transform
the railwayandsecure its future. It is
fundedbygrants fromtheEuropean
AgriculturalFundforRuralDevelopment,
theNationalLotteryHeritageFund,and
theLocal EnterprisePartnership, andby
donations fromthecharity’smembers
andsupporters.

Other major YMJ projects
include the new education coach
at Goathland; ongoing lineside
conservation; the renewal and
replacement of three worn-out
iron bridges at Goathland; and
the conversion of four carriages to
provide fuss-free access and tailored

seating for wheelchair users and
accessible toilets on every set of
carriages. The next part of the project
is the renewal of bridges 24 and 25
at Goathland station this coming
winter – crucial to the railway’s
ongoing operation.

NYMRTrust chairman John Bailey
said: “The carriage stable and new
volunteer hub are prime examples of
the principal aims of YMJ – that, 50
years from now, people will still be
learning from and enjoying the NYMR
and the experience of steam travel
across the moors.”

Elsewhere, the NYMR’s supporting
foundation has been informed that
its bid for additional land near New
Bridge has been accepted. It plans to
build a new engine shed, given the
increasing need to stable additional
locomotives at that end of the line.

The area to be purchased consists
of about 1.5 acres of land covered by
the derelict buildings of a former pig
farm, plus an additional 5.8 acres of
adjacent field which lie just beyond
the existing permanent way shed
and locomotive stabling point at
New Bridge.

Archaeological dig
Thepresent stablingpointwasoriginally
built toaccommodateasingleengine
inverybasic conditions.There isno
coveredaccommodation for the
locomotivesandonlyaportablecabin
for crewfacilities.

However, with the advent ofWhitby
services, the peak timetable requires
three locomotives starting from
Pickering versus two from Grosmont,
and off-peak services require two
Pickering-based engines compared
to one from Grosmont.

It has not yet been revealed what
is planned for the site, but at least
some covered accommodation for
locomotives and crews must be a
high priority.

Sadly, the possibility of relocating
the former Pickering engine shed,
which stands tantalisingly within
sight of the line’s bufferstops at
Pickering station, is probably too far-
fetched to happen!

A potential obstacle to future
developments on the site is the
presence of the remains of a late
Roman villa, which were identified by
a dig carried out about two decades
ago on the northern edge of the
field under the railway and appear to
continue under the railway towards
Pickering Beck.

The villa itself remains to be
uncovered, but the bath house was
built close to the river with the villa
itself further back on slightly higher
ground. An archaeological survey
is likely to be required prior to any
further developments on site.
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Ironore tipplerwagonB383560 is shuntedbyaquarry locomotive, Bagnall
0-6-0STNo. 2668of1942CranfordNo.2, at RocksbyRail in 2010.RBR

On-loanBarclay0-6-0STNo. 2139of1942Salmon, a formerRocksbyRail resident
whichworked for Stanton IronworksCompanyat itsHarlaxtonQuarries in
Lincolnshire andwhich isnowbasedat theRoyalDeesideRailway, hauls a rake
of ironorehopperwagonsheading for themockquarryareaat theCottesmore
museum.HopperNo.B436275 is the first vehicle in the consist.RBR

DowntonAbbey castmembersatHorstedKeynes station.MICK BLACKBURN

£500k appeal launched
to restore Bluebell’s
Horsted Keynes station
THEBluebell Railwayhas launcheda
nationwideappeal for at least £500,000
to support the restorationof its‘jewel in
thecrown’–HorstedKeynes station.

The Grade II-listed station has
featured in scores of TV programmes
and films, and now officials of the
heritage line are asking for public
support to finance the repair of
leaking roofs and the replacement of
rotting beams.

Bluebell appeal co-ordinator Trevor
Swainson said: “The station buildings
were built in Victorian times and are
now showing
signs of wear
and tear.We
view Horsted
Keynes as our
jewel in the
crown, and
we hope this
appeal puts
the sparkle
back into
the station.”

Many film crews and TV production
companies have used Horsted
Keynes station as a location for
period dramas because of its look

and feel. It has appeared in the TV
series Downton Abbey, TheWoman
in Black film, Poirot, Grantchester and
a remake of The Railway Children.

Among the stars to have visited
the station for filming are Daniel
Radcliffe, David Suchet, Dame
Maggie Smith and Jenny Agutter.
Indeed, the railway is known as
the line to the stars because of its
long history of filming, dating back
to 1961.

Horsted Keynes station was built
in 1882 by the LBSCR as part of the

Lewes-East
Grinstead line.
Bought by
the Bluebell
in the 1960s,
it has been
maintained
and decorated
in the style of
a Southern
Railway
junction station

from the 1930s.
The railway has carried out a major

survey of the station and calculates
that the first phase of the repair work

will be at least £500,000. The initial
repairs will be to the station house
and Platform 5, and later work will
cover the other platforms. Members
of the Bluebell Railway Preservation
Society have already pledged
£20,000 and the railway’s charitable
arm is promising to match-fund on
a pound-for-pound basis all public
donations between now and the end
of January, up to a total of £150,000.

Trevor said: “For its age, Horsted
Keynes station is in remarkably good
condition but now is the time to
get on top of the deterioration.We
believe it is one of the largest stations
on preserved railways.”

The station has also played host
to a number of famous visitors,
including the ReverendWilbert
Awdry, who wrote one of his Railway
Series books, called Stepney The
Bluebell Engine, based on the line's
'Terrier' No. 55.

British Railways chairman Dr
Beeching, who lived nearby in East
Grinstead, Conservative Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan, and
broadcasters Michael Portillo and
Michael Palin have also visited.
�For informationabout theappeal
andhowyoucanget involved, visit
thewebsitewww.bluebell-railway.
com

Rocks by Rail gets two National Collection wagons
ROCKSbyRail – theLiving Ironstone
Museumhasadded twooriginal iron
orewagons to its collection following
their transfer fromtheNational Railway
Museum.

The pair, a BR 27-ton iron ore
tippler and a 22-ton iron ore hopper,
had been on loan from the National
Collection for several years to the
Cottesmore venue formerly known
as Rutland Railway Museum.

The tippler wagon had seen
occasional use in the museum’s
demonstration ironstone quarry
trains on open days, while restoration
work was undertaken by volunteers
on the hopper wagon.

The museum applied to the NRM
to retain the two wagons within its
own collection, which represents
the only comprehensive collection
of standard gauge ironstone quarry
rolling stock in the UK.

Local history
Ore wagons of these types were
commonly found working at
ironstone quarries in Rutland and the
East Midlands from the early 1950s
until the quarries closed at the end of
the 1960s.

In early September, delighted
museum officials were notified that
the application had been successful

and that the two wagons are now
officially part of their collection.

Rock by Rail trustees’chairman
David Atkinson said: “We are very
grateful to the Science Museum
Group for agreeing that these
two iron ore wagon exhibits can
be transferred to this accredited
museum.

“This will safeguard their future
conservation. The wagons will
continue to see occasional use on
public open days, where they will be
included in demonstration quarry
trains operating within the mock
ironstone quarry at the museum,
thus helping to recreate local

ironstone quarry heritage for the
benefit of visitors.”

Well looked-after
NRMleadcurator EdBartholomew
said:“Aspartofmanaging thenational
collection,weoccasionally transfer
items ifwebelieve theremaybemore
suitableorganisations for their display,
withaview tomaking thecollection
moreaccessible.

“The two wagons have been well-
looked after at Rocks by Rail for many
years. As permanent parts of the
collection, they will help tell the story
of the railway’s important role in the
transportation of iron ore.”
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BR(W)87500-6-0PTNo. 9682being craned into theGWRPreservationGroup’s
first baseat theWalls sidings, Southall, following itsdeparture fromBarry
scrapyard in1982.GWRPG

INOUR feature in issue272on
theMortonsBookspublication
TheCraftof theFireman, the
book’s author,TrevorMatthews,
has requestedweclarify the
followingpoints:

Mr Matthews was not the
author of the article.

All grammatical errors are the
responsibility of the publication.

On page 91 column 1,
paragraph 5, line 6, ‘to be
tanked’should read ‘to be
tackled’; pg 91, col 1, par 6, line
3, ‘the number of interfaces runs
were into four figures’, the word
‘were’ should be deleted; pg
91, col 2, par 1, line 1, ‘colourful
volume’should read ‘calorific
value’; and pg 91, col 2, par 4,
line 8, ‘sheet tonnage’ should be
‘sheer tonnage’.

TheCraft of
theFireman

Preservation group
folds after 45 years
SOUTHALL’SGWRPreservationGroup
has finally ceased toexist–45yearsafter
its formation.

Having wound up its affairs over the
past two years, the group went into
liquidation and was formally closed
at an extraordinary general meeting
on September 4. All of its remaining
rolling stock has been sold.

Its sidings at the formerWestern
Region Southall shed are now
virtually empty, save for two GWR box
vans (including a ‘Mink’) which are
destined for the Helston Railway.

The group was founded in 1976
by Bob Gorringe following a visit to
Barry scrapyard, and it succeeded
in rescuing three GWR-design
locomotives from there.

Collett 5101 2-6-2T No. 4110,
the 100th locomotive to leave the
yard, is now undergoing a contract
restoration at the East Somerset
Railway for use on the Dartmouth
Steam Railway. BR-built Collett 8750
0-6-0PT No. 9682, which in 2000
became the 100th engine from Barry
to return to steam, is now awaiting
overhaul at the Dean Forest Railway,
and Collett 2884 2-8-0 No. 2885 is
now under restoration at Tyseley. A
fourth ex-BR engine previously in the
group’s collection, LNER J94 0-6-0ST
No. 68078, is now at Sellindge, Kent.

Peckett 0-4-0ST No. 2100 of
1949WilliamMurdoch, owned by
Portsmouth City Museum and of
which the GWRPG was custodian, is
at the Helston Railway. RSH 0-4-0ST
No. 7386 of 1948 Birkenhead has
been sold to a new owner for use
on the Royal Deeside Railway but is

understood to still be at the closed
Elsecar Heritage Railway, where it had
been on loan.

The GWRPG is one of a handful of
working steam railway centres to
have operated within London. Initially
based in theWalls sidings at Southall,
it later moved into the former 81C
steam shed but was only able to
open it to the public from 1994 until
1997, with Railtrack leasing the site
to Flying Scotsman Railways in the
latter year.

The group’s ambitions of running
steam specials over the adjacent
freight-only Brentford branch also
did not come to fruition, and in more

recent years, withWest Coast Railways
occupying the shed, it has been
confined to a small area of sidings at
the rear of the depot.

Both No. 9682 and Birkenhead
toured several preserved railways,
but steaming fees dried up after their
10-year boiler certificates expired.
Bob Gorringe’s nephew, Mike, who
took over as director in 2013, said:
“Without this necessary income, the
group had to discuss its future.

“Principals agreed to sell its
locomotives to other sites more able
to restore them to working order
and sadly agreed to close the GWR
Preservation Group for good.”

TheGWRPreservationGroup’s Southall RailwayCentreon itsopeningday in1994. Left to right are: Peckett 0-4-0STWilliam
Murdoch in steam,GWR2-8-0No. 2885,pannier tankNo. 9682withRSH0-4-0STBirkenheadbehind, aDMU inside the shed,
andaWagon-Lits restaurant coach. ROBERT ZARYWACZ

Government
approves road
closure for
expansion
PLANS to closeamajor arterial
road throughYork, thereby
makingway for amajor
extensionof theNational Railway
Museum,havebeengiven the
green lightby theGovernment.
Transport Secretary Grant

Shapps has approved proposals
by theYork Central Partnership
to close Leeman Road despite
a petition signed bymore than
1400 local residents objecting
to it, which led to a public
inquiry being held.
The closure is essential for

the NRM to go aheadwith a
proposedmajor project to build
a new central gallery across the
road to link the two existing
sides of themuseum.
Before Leeman Road can

be closed, a new roadmust
be built through theYork
Central site.

NEWS
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MidlandRailway saloonNo. 2741, temporarilyplacedonaCCTchassis following its arrival backat theFoxfieldRailwayon
September7.MARK SMITH/KNOTTY COACH TRUST

AcarvedMidlandRailwaymonogram
on the insideofoneof the saloon’s
doors.
MARK SMITH/ KNOTTY COACH TRUST

New ‘Deviation’ line and
bridge under construction at
Leighton Buzzard Railway
FORTYyearsafter theFfestiniog
Railway’s famous‘Deviation’linewas
constructed toBlaenau,work iswell
underwayonanothernarrowgauge
‘Deviation’at theLeightonBuzzard
Railway.

As reported, a road improvement
scheme means that the last section
of the 2ft gauge railway to its
StonehengeWorks terminus has had
to be diverted over an entirely new
formation. A 45-metre bridge is now
under construction, using 46 pre-cast
concrete arch sections, to take the
railway under the new road.

Vandyke Road, which runs parallel
to the LBR at this point, is being
remodelled as part of the Leighton
Buzzard Eastern Link Road scheme,
which is itself part of a wider
development to provide more homes,
retail, community and school facilities
in the eastern area of the town.

Developer ArnoldWhite Group is
funding the new section of railway.
The main contractor carrying out
the work is Fox (Owmby) Limited,
supported by railway contractor Alan
Keef Ltd. The project is due to be
completed in November.

Midland saloon returns to Foxfield to
be restored for ‘Knotty’ vintage train
AMIDLANDRailway saloonhas
returned to theFoxfield Railway for
restoration andusewith the line’sNorth
Staffordshire Railway vintage train.

The First Class Picnic/Family
Saloon, No. 2741 of 1884, is the
sole survivor of a batch of 10 and
classified as ‘exceptionally important’
on the Vintage Carriages Trust
register.

Withdrawn and grounded in the
1930s, its body was preserved at the
Foxfield in 1976, but since 2005 it has
been on loan to the LMS Carriage
Association at Peak Rail.

The LMSCA carried out extensive
conservation and restoration work
on the body before using it as a
meeting room.

It returned to the Foxfield
on September 7 and has been
temporarily placed on an
accommodation underframe,
pending restoration to join the

Knotty Coach Trust’s rake of North
Staffordshire Railway carriages.

“We’ve got a Midland six-wheel
chassis in store,” said Foxfield Railway
chairman Dave Scragg, “so we
have all the parts for an authentic
restoration.” In the short term, the
railway plans to carry out further

restoration and repair work on the
body, funded by the Knotty Coach
Trust, before using it for functions
and book sales to give it a revenue-
earning role prior to full restoration.

The line stated: “The limiting factor
in restoration to running order is not
finance or skill sets; it is the lack of
covered accommodation. It would
be criminal to restore a vehicle of
such historic significance and leave it
out in the wind and rain.”

Tenders are being issued for a 120ft
extension to the existing running
shed at Caverswall Road, and further
covered accommodation is planned
in the future.
�Donations towards the coach can
bemadevia thePaypal account at
https://knottycoachtrust.org.uk,
or chequespayable to‘NSRRolling
StockRestorationTrust’canbe sent
to the trust at: 57CamborneCrescent,
Westlands, Newcastle, Staffs ST53NQ.

Wensleydale
trackappeal
WENSLEYDALERailway
volunteersaimtoraiseupto
£100,000forvital trackwork.
A fundraisingpagehasbeen
launchedatwww.justgiving.com/
campaign/infrastructureappeal
Railway inspectors have

warnedmuchof the trackwork is
reaching the endof its life.
Work includingnewsleepers,

ballast and fencing is required
to ensure that the track is
fully operational toConstable
Burton for Polar Express trips
and to Leyburn for other
Christmas specials.
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BLUEBELL GALA SPECIAL

SOUTHERN SPLENDOUR
With a rare preserved line appearance by Clan Line, Schools class Cheltenham also
visiting, and ‘Standard Arthur’ No. 73082 Camelot back in action, the Bluebell Railway’s
‘Giants of Steam’ gala recreated Southern Region steam at its best, writes Toby Jennings.

Last year marked one
of the most significant
anniversaries in railway

preservation – 60 years since the
Bluebell Railway became the first
standard gauge preserved steam
line. But of course, Covid-19
ensured that the celebrations took
place a year late.
Yet, if anything, the railway’s

‘Giants of Steam’ gala on
October 8-10 was just as fitting a
celebration of everything that it
has achieved over the intervening
decades. It was the Bluebell

simply doing what it does best
– preserving and recreating
Southern Railway and Southern
Region history.
As the Bluebell entered its

second season of operation
back in 1961, Southern steam
was still very much alive on the
Waterloo-Bournemouth main
line – and with a Merchant Navy,
Schools 4-4-0, BR Standard Five
and Maunsell S15 in action,
‘Giants of Steam’ provided much
the same exciting spectacle for
enthusiasts today.

Take one very rare guest engine,
add another big-name visitor,
and for good measure, throw in
a resident engine returning to
traffic after overhaul, and you
arguably have the makings of the
ideal gala. Such was the case at
‘Giants of Steam’.
Topping the bill was Merchant

Navy No. 35028 Clan Line, one of
main line steam’s most popular
performers, making one of its
relatively rare appearances on a
preserved line.
It briefly visited the Bluebell

in 2019 to use the wheeldrop at
Sheffield Park for repairs, and
worked one service train while it
was there, but otherwise its last
trip to a heritage line was to the
Mid-Hants Railway in 2014.
This time, No. 35028 stayed

on at the Bluebell for a few
days after the gala, during which
a rededication ceremony was
held on October 12 to mark
the 70th anniversary of its
original naming on January
15, 1951, by Lord Rotherwick,
chairman of the shipping
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RebuiltMerchantNavyPacificNo. 35028ClanLine looks thepartwith
Bulleid coachesas it approachesHorstedKeynesduring theBluebell
Railway’s ‘Giantsof Steam’galaonOctober9. ROBERT FALCONER

Maunsell Schools class 4-4-0No. 30925Cheltenhamheads
the10.30amtrain fromSheffieldPark towardsHorsted
KeynesonOctober9.NICK GILLIAM
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line whose name it bears.
The other guest, adding just

as much to the 1960s Southern
Region feel, was Schools 4-4-0
No. 30925 Cheltenham in BR
green livery, recalling the final
fling of the Maunsell V class
on Waterloo-Bournemouth
services in the early 1960s after
electrification displaced them
from their traditional South East
stamping grounds.
The Bluebell gala was

something of a final fling for

Cheltenham itself too, for the
National Collection engine’s
10-year boiler certificate expires
at the end of next year, and the
MHR’s autumn 2022 steam gala
is due to be its farewell event
(see News).
From the home fleet, the sole

surviving ‘Standard Arthur’ – BR
Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082
Camelot, featured last issue – was
back in steam after spending 2021
under overhaul in the works at
Sheffield Park. Its owning group,

the 73082 Camelot Locomotive
Society, has raised £5000 towards
its appeal to help keep the engine
running in the future.
Representing an earlier period

of Southern history was Maunsell
olive green-liveried S15 4-6-0
No. 847. Everything was paired
with the most appropriate stock
available – Clan Line with green
Bulleid coaches, Cheltenham and
Camelot with green and ‘blood
and custard’ Mk.1s, and No. 847
with SR green-liveried South

Eastern & Chatham and LBSCR
coaches behind the tender.
Another visiting ‘Giant of

Steam’ was due to take part – US
Army Transportation Corps
S160 2-8-0 No. 6046 – but it was
withdrawn prior to the event
because of concerns over its boiler
tubes, and was placed on display
at Sheffield Park. It will return to
its Churnet Valley Railway base
for repairs.
One smaller resident also

entered the fray – SECR H

ClanLineandCheltenham simmeronSheffield
Park shedatduskonOctober8.ROBERT FALCONER

SouthernRailwayS154-6-0No. 847climbingFreshfieldBankwithvintage stockonOctober9. ROBERT FALCONER
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class 0-4-4T No. 263, working
demonstration goods trains. It
was the last gala appearance for
the elegant Wainwright machine,
as its boiler certificate expires on
February 15 next year.
Paul Lelew, the line’s

Commercial and Marketing
Director, said: “Our revenue
in 2021 was up 32 per cent
compared with the same event in
2019, which suggests customers
are confident to come to the
Bluebell Railway post-Covid.”

“Topping the bill was Merchant Navy No. 35028
Clan Line, one of main line steam’s most popular
performers, making one of its relatively rare
appearances on a preserved line.”

Right: SouthEastern&Chatham
RailwayHclass0-4-4TNo. 263
arrivesatHorstedKeyneswitha
demonstrationgoods train.
ROBERT BATTY

Below:ClanLine's rededication
onOctober12.MERCHANTNAVY
LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Above: FreshlyoverhauledBR
Standard5MT4-6-0No. 73082
CamelotblastsupFreshfieldBankon
October9.ROBERT FALCONER
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CELEBRATING AN ICON

END OF THE LINE FOR
LNER A4 Pacific No. 60009 Union of South Africawas set to appear in the East Lancashire
Railway’s October 15-17 Autumn Steam Gala, but fate stepped in. The 4-6-2 was finally
withdrawn from traffic less than a week before the event, prior to plans for it to be
permanently placed on static display in Fife by its owner, John Cameron. Cedric Johns
and Robin Jones look back at the illustrious history of this much-loved machine.

LNERA4PacificNo. 60009UnionofSouth
Africaheads throughBurrson theEast
LancashireRailwayonAugust29with its
final train.ALANWEAVER

‘NUMBER NINE’
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Ina statement issued by the East Lancashire
Railway on October 5, a spokesman said:
“Unfortunately A4 No. 60009Union of

South Africa has formally been removed from
service following the discovery of issues with
its boiler tubes.
“Given the location of the tubes and the fact

that the locomotive has only a short length
of time – five months – on its current boiler
certificate, a repair is not deemed viable.”
Not only did the streamlined A4 miss the

line’s October 15-17 autumn gala, but it will
also no longer star in a proposed farewell event
at the end of the year – and it seems that the
A4 has reached an earlier-than-scheduled end
of the line in a notable career with the LNER,
British Railways, and John Cameron, the man
who saved it from the breaker’s torch.
Many will claim that the Gresley A4s are

arguably the most famous of steam locomotive
classes – a statement giving rise to knowingly
prompted smiles by Swindonians. However, it
is true that the A4s gave rival LMS officials a
run for their money in a 20th century ‘Race to
the North’ as Euston and King’s Cross speeded

up services to Scotland, the rivalry reaching its
climax in the 1930s.
In 1935, the newly-introduced Silver Jubilee

service from King’s Cross to Newcastle
featured the first A4 No. 2509 Silver Link,
hauling specially-designed carriages. The train,
commemorating the Silver Jubilee year of King
George V and QueenMary, quickly became
popular, with the A4s cutting journey times to
a notable four hours.
A press demonstration run was made

on September 27, 1935, for the impending
service. The train, hauled by Silver Link, was
accelerated to the point where the A4 achieved
112mph on its way to Grantham.

‘Coronation’ celebrity
Such was the success of the Silver Jubilee
that the LNER introduced the Coronation,
which ran from King’s Cross to Edinburgh
with only one stop en route. No. 4488 Union
of South Africa entered service on June 29,
1937, the first of five engines nominated
for the Coronation, carrying garter blue
livery with red wheels and stainless steel

lettering, numerals and trim, and bearing a
‘Commonwealth’ name.
Continuing the bird theme for the A4 names,

the locomotive had previously been allocated
Osprey on April 17, 1937, but was renamed by
the time it was outshopped.
By now, the A4s were proving to be reliable

and capable of high speeds. They steamed well
and were popular with footplate crews. A total
of 35 were built, the final batch forming the
entire output of Doncaster between December
1936 and July 1938.
The competition between the LNER and

LMS continued, reviving the old ‘Race to the
North’ theme when the GNR had Stirling
singles pitted against the LNWR Precedent
class locomotives.
On June 28, 1937, the LMS hit back when

Stanier’s Princess Coronation class No. 6220
Coronation set a new record of 114mph –
famously racing into Crewe station and
almost derailing as it rattled the crockery in
the kitchen and restaurant cars. But on July 3,
1938, No. 4468Mallard achieved 126mph, and
that is another story...
During the SecondWorldWar,Union of

South Africa was painted black and the L and
R were removed from LNER as an economy
measure. The garter blue livery with red and
white lining was reapplied on February 21,
1947.
The locomotive was renumbered nine

on January 12, 1946, and is still referred to
colloquially on the lineside as Number Nine.
It gained a stainless steel number nine at this
stage.
BR express passenger blue livery was applied

on August 4, 1949, followed by Brunswick
green livery on October 2, 1952. It has worn
this livery ever since.
The springbok plaque on the side of the

locomotive was donated on April 12, 1954, by a
Bloemfontein newspaper proprietor.
Union of South Africa was first allocated to

Edinburgh Haymarket (64B) shed, remaining
there until being transferred as one of six
A4s to Aberdeen Ferryhill in May 1962, as
replacements for newly-introduced North
British Type 2s (later Class 21), which were
unreliable. There, the A4s were used to speed
up Aberdeen-Glasgow services.

Emerging fromCopenhagenTunnelwith the ‘Elizabethan’ onOctober30,
1994,No. 60009headsoneof twospecialsmarking the first steamoutof
King’s Cross in threedecades. JOHN TITLOW

AnLNERpostcardviewof
No. 4488UnionofSouth
Africa.
ROBIN JONES COLLECTION

LNERA4No. 60009at
Lochty stationon the
LochtyPrivateRailwayon
July7, 1968.GNORMAN
TURNBULL/RAILWAY
MAGAZINE ARCHIVE

No.60009 leavesPaddingtononMarch3, 1994,before theoverheadwireswere installed. JOHN TITLOW
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No. 60009 had a double chimney fitted on
November 18, 1958, 20 years afterMallard was
similarly equipped. As safety requirements
were tightened after the Harrow rail crash,
Automatic Warning Systems were fitted to
all locomotives and No. 60009 received its
apparatus on February 17, 1960, when a Smith-
Stone type speed recorder was also fitted.
No. 60009 has been fitted with 14 boilers

in its lifetime, the last being No. 29337 from
No. 60023 Golden Eagle on November 6, 1963.
It has had five tenders of two different types.
The first was a 1928-pattern streamlined
corridor tender, a rebuild of a tender fitted
to a Class A1 or A3 Pacific and streamlined
for fitting to an A4. It was later changed for a
new-build streamlined corridor tender from
1948-63. Currently,Union of South Africa is
fitted with a 1928-pattern streamlined corridor
tender, allowing the crew to be changed while
the locomotive is hauling passenger trains.
This tender was originally fitted to the Gresley
experimental high-pressure No. 10000.
Union of South Africa hauled the last booked

steam-hauled train from King’s Cross on

October 24, 1964. It was 20 minutes late
through Grantham due to a broken rail at High
Dyke.
No. 60009 was also the last locomotive to be

overhauled at Doncaster while in service. It
was withdrawn from traffic on June 1, 1966,
after which it was sold into preservation and
purchased that August – chosen because it was
the latest of the A4s to be overhauled and, more
importantly, John Cameron said, the Ferryhill
foreman fitter, the late Jock Tosh reckoned it
was the best of the A4s still running.
During a recent conversation, John

laughingly added that it was in even better
condition when Jock and his boys had finished
with the engine before releasing it to its
new owner…

Private line
From Ferryhill, the 4-6-2 was moved to
Thornton depot in Fife, then travelled on two
miles to the closed East Fife Central goods
line which was conveniently situated within
the boundary of one of John’s farms. In 1967,
he built a 75ft shed to house his purchase and

relaid three-quarters of a mile of track; one
pair of points and one line leading into the
shed, the other to the old loading bank which
was modified to serve as a platform.
That summer, No. 60009 gave footplate

rides, and every summer Sunday afternoon
from 1968, No. 60009 was steamed over what
became known as the Lochty Private Railway,
running on the line for the benefit of the many
photographers and public spectators, the A4
hauling one carriage, former LNER ‘Beavertail’
observation coach No. 1719.
According to John, the ballast consisted of

mainly ash, which resulted in the 1.5-mile
track moving dramatically when the engine
passed over sections. “How it never came off
the road, I’ll never know,” he said.
In 1970 the track was extended and a second

carriage added. The 1972 season saw the
number of passengers carried breaking 7000
for the first time.
Towards the end of that year, following the

relaxation of the post-1968 BR steam ban as
described last issue, the possibility of moving
No. 60009 back to BR was considered.

Left:UnionofSouthAfricawas the first of threeA4s tovisit theMid-HantsRailway,
arriving for a short stay, c1998.No. 60009 is seen runningaround its trainat
Alresfordprior toworking the return journey toAlton.CEDRIC JOHNS

Taking itsplace in the firstGreatGatheringat theNationalRailwayMuseumonJuly3, 2013, third from left
around the turntable in theGreatHall, isNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica,marking the75thanniversaryof
sisterNo. 4468Mallard’sworld-speed record rundownStokeBank inLincolnshire. Theother survivingA4s
are, from left,SirNigelGresley,DwightD.Eisenhower,Bittern,Mallard,andDominionofCanada.ROBIN JONES

Above:OnSeptember27, 2014,No. 60009has just arrivedatCarlislewith the
RailwayTouringCompany’s ‘ScottishLowlander’ tour,while StanierPacific
No. 46233DuchessofSutherlandwaits to takeover. The tourmarked the
50thanniversaryof theRailwayCorrespondence&Travel Society’s ‘Scottish
Lowlander’ of September26, 1964,which featuredNo. 60009,No. 60007Sir
NigelGresley,andNo. 46256SirWilliamA.StanierF.R.S.– the last timea ‘Duchess’
would run inBRservice. TOBY JENNINGS
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In January 1973, two routes were allocated
in Scotland for the running of steam railtours.
Since No. 60009 had worked the last steam
special in Scotland in 1967, it was appropriate
that it hauled the first steam trip in the Big
Country after the ban was lifted.
That landmark tour took place onMay 5,

1973, and No. 60009, which had been moved
to Ladybank by road to be rerailed on the
national network, showed it was still capable
of handling nine coaches at speeds of up to
60mph over the twisty Edinburgh to Dundee
main line.
From Ladybank, No. 60009 was moved on

to Kirkcaldy, where it was housed in a goods
shed. It was later taken to Markinch – and
another former goods shed – where it remained
until 1994.
At the end of the 1992 summer season,

steadily rising costs brought about the demise
of the Lochty Private Railway. That same year,
the Kingdom of Fife Railway Preservation
Society was formed to take over the remaining
collection at the line and, in 1994, moved the
last of the collection out. Today, the rolling
stock is based at Kirkland yard in Leven.
Due to international public disgust at the

continuation of apartheid during the 1980s
and early 1990s, No. 60009 carriedOsprey
nameplates during this time.
With main line running very much at

the forefront, in May 1994 the locomotive
left Markinch for the last time on a low
loader bound for the Severn Valley Railway,
where repairs were to be undertaken in the
Bridgnorth workshops. The route took it
over the Forth Road Bridge, and in doing so
it became the only steam locomotive to cross
both the adjacent Forth road and rail bridges.
Once completed, the A4 remained on the

SVR for so long that many considered it to be
part of that line’s fleet.

King’sCross return
On October 29, 1994, appropriately,
No. 60009 hauled the first steam train out of
King’s Cross for 30 years under the banner
of the Elizabethan, making more East Coast
Main Line history – or rather, carrying on
from where it left off in 1964. The train ran
to Peterborough and on to Wansford on the
Nene Valley Railway, repeating the excursion
the following day. Tickets sold out fast, and
the usual 60mph speed limit for steam was
lifted to allow for a 75mph limit.
No. 60009 was fitted with on-train

monitoring recorder equipment in early 2007.
That year, No. 60009 returned to Scotland,
where it was hired by the Railway Touring
Company and worked a leg of the promoter’s
‘Great Britain’ nine-day tour, the engine
being based at Thornton Junction. The trip’s
highlight was that the A4 and Gresley K4 2-6-0
No. 61994 The Great Marquess worked double-
headed.
Between July 28, 2007 and when its boiler

ticket expired in 2010, No. 60009 worked
25 trips for RTC. It featured in the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway’s LNER Festival
2008, along with No. 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley
and No. 60019 Bittern – the first time that all
three were together in the heritage era.
Union of South Africa’smost recent overhaul,

at pop mogul Pete Waterman’s LNWR
workshops at the Crewe Heritage Centre,
beginning in 2010, was said to have cost almost
£1 million. It returned to the main line on July
22, 2012, to be hired byWest Coast Railways;
it was regularly seen on the ‘Scarborough

HeadedbyNo. 60009UnionofSouthAfrica, theBordersRailway royal reopening trainof September9, 2015,
passesTynehead.BRIAN SHARPE

Right: ScottishFirstMinister
Nicola Sturgeonmeets
JohnCameron, ownerofA4
No.60009UnionofSouth
Africa (seen left), at Edinburgh
Waverleybefore theofficial
openingof theBordersRailway
onSeptember9, 2015.
PRESS ASSOCIATION

Below:No. 60009headspast
Glintonwith theRailway
TouringCompany’s ‘Lindum
Fayre’ seasonal trip fromKing’s
Cross toLincolnonDecember
12, 2014. JOHN TITLOW
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Spa Express’ from York travelling via
Knaresborough, Harrogate and Leeds.
In 2013, No. 60009 took part in one of the

definitive showpiece events in the history
of UK railway preservation. Organised by
former National Railway Museum head
Steve Davies, the Great Gathering saw all six
surviving A4s at the York venue to mark the
75th anniversary ofMallard’s world speed
record run in July 2013.Mallard, Bittern,
Sir Nigel Gresley and No. 60009 were joined
by exiled No. 60008Dwight D. Eisenhower
and No. 60010Dominion of Canada. Steve
negotiated a ground-breaking deal with the
latter’s two North American museum homes
to borrow and cosmetically restore them.
Three Great Gatherings were held at the NRM
that year. The Great Goodbye was held at the
LocomotionMuseum in Shildon the following
February before Nos. 60008 and 60010 were
shipped home.

Royal reopening
No. 60009 has hauled charter trains for
many promoters, especially the Railway
Touring Company, and also the Scottish
Railway Preservation Society, UK Railtours,
Pathfinder Tours, and the former Past-Time
Rail and Flying Scotsman Services, giving
magnificent service while accumulating the
highest mileage of any A4.

Wednesday, September 9, 2015 was a great
historic occasion on several fronts when
The Queen, accompanied by The Duke of
Edinburgh, officially opened the new
£294 million Borders Railway, marking the
partial rolling back of one of the biggest
closures of the post-Beeching era – that of the
Waverley Route from Edinburgh to Carlisle.
Secondly, it was on that day that The

Queen officially became the longest-reigning
monarch in more than a millennium of British
history; at 5.30pm she overtook Victoria’s
record of 23,226 days, 16 hours and roughly 30
minutes.
Thirdly, the day was a shining moment

for the UK heritage sector. None other than
Union of South Africa hauled the royal
opening special – comprising BR Mk.1 stock
supplied by the Scottish Railway Preservation
Society and staffed by its volunteers – over
the 30½-mile line from Edinburgh Waverley
to Tweedbank.
Stealing the show at Waverley before

The Queen’s arrival was John Cameron’s
No. 60009, the booked appearance of which
was thrown into doubt after it ran a hot
axlebox in south Devon in August. It was
speculated that sister Sir Nigel Gresley or
Peppercorn A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado
might deputise, but repair work carried out
in a race against time ensured that Number

Nine would claim its place in history. Prior
to the arrival of the royal party, Scotland’s
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon climbed into
the cab of the locomotive, which pulled into
Waverley shortly after 9am, driven by Steve
Hanczar, the other two members of the DB
Schenker footplate crew being Jim Smith and
Tony Jones.
Between 2015 and 2020, Union of South

Africa was the only A4 operational with a
valid main line certificate; No. 60007 was
withdrawn for overhaul on September 20,
2015, and Bittern operated until the end of
2015 at the Mid-Hants Railway, when it was
withdrawn for its overhaul at Crewe.
Union of South Africa’s ticket was extended

for a year, the A4 making its last trip for
RTC with the ‘Yorkshireman’ on March 7,
2020, starting out from Ealing Broadway and
running via Finsbury Park to York.
Due to move onto the East Lancashire

Railway, the 4-6-2 was held up because of the
onset of Covid-19, and was eventually taken to
Bury behind a diesel.
However, Union of South Africa was fated to

never leave East Lancashire metals under its
own steam or run on the main line again.
No A4s are currently operating, but Sir Nigel

Gresley is due to return to service in early
2022 following the completion of a major
overhaul.

Left:During its lastmain
line run, theRailwayTouring
Company’s ‘Yorkshireman’
fromEalingBroadway toYork,
No. 60009,passes theMidland
Railway signalboxatOakham,
made famousby theOO-scale
Airfix kit, onMarch7, 2020.
TOBY JENNINGS

UnionofSouthAfrica stormsacrossBurrs CountryParkduringaphotographic charter at theEast LancashireRailwayonOctober18, 2017. TOBY JENNINGS

Right:Withdrawn from
traffic,No. 60009made its
scheduledappearanceat the
East LancashireRailway’s
October15-17galabutonlyon
static display. It is seenbeing
propelledbyvisiting Ivatt 2MT
2-6-2TNo. 41312 fromBaron
Street into thebayplatformat
BuryBoltonStreet. FRED KERR
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GCR GALA SPECIAL

TIME TRAVEL WITH A

Unique surviving single-chimney 9F 2-10-0 No. 92134 was
the star of the Great Central Railway’s Autumn Steam Gala
as it recreated both its own history and that of the line
itself from more than 50 years ago, reports Toby Jennings.

ABR 9F 2-10-0 hauled the ‘Windcutter’
rake of 16-ton mineral wagons during
the Great Central Railway’s Autumn

Steam Gala on October 1-3.
It’s a measure of just how well the GCR

can recreate the steam era, with its superb
mix of big engines and freight trains, that
such a statement wouldn’t normally prompt
even a fractional lift of an eyebrow – and it
certainly wouldn’t be big news for a railway
magazine.
But this was not just any 9F. This was the

now unique and priceless No. 92134, the sole
surviving example with the original single
chimney, making its first visit away from its
North Yorkshire Moors Railway base since
its first steaming in preservation two years
ago – and, in the process, coming the closest
yet to reliving part of its all-too-short BR
career.

Midlands magic
Running between Loughborough Central
and Leicester North, the Riddles ‘Spaceship’
(class members were so nicknamed by some
enthusiasts for the amount of daylight visible
under their boilers, a rare phenomenon in
British-designed locomotives) was just a

short distance away from the Midland Main
Line, over which it formerly worked from
Leicester’s Midland shed during 1964/65 –
while its pairing with the mineral wagons
recreated the Toton to Brent coal trains it
hauled when allocated a little further up
the Midland Main Line, at Wellingborough
shed, from December 1957.
It also recreated the GC’s own history most

closely, for while three other preserved 9Fs
(Nos. 92203, 92212 and current resident
92214) have all hauled the 16-tonners many
times, it was single-chimney examples from
Annesley shed that made a name for the
class on GC metals, working the original
‘Windcutter’ or ‘Runner’ fast freight services
to Woodford Halse.
The second guest engine was another heavy

freight machine that looked equally at home
on the mineral wagons – BR black-liveried
GWR 2884 2-8-0 No. 3802, taking a break
from flying the steam flag at its Llangollen
Railway home as that line recovers from its
recent troubles.
While a ‘38’ may seem a little out of

place here, this combination was not
without historic links to the Great Central
‘London Extension’ – for GWR 2-8-0s

regularly worked from Woodford Halse
with similar trains, carrying iron ore from
Northamptonshire over the Stratford-upon-
Avon & Midland Junction Railway.
In the week following the gala, No. 92134

was in action for photographic charters with
the train of box vans restored by the Quorn
Wagon & Wagon Group – recreating the first
months of its BR career, when it was allocated
new to Saltley shed in 1957. The 9Fs at 21A
undertook much fast fitted freight work, most
famously the long-distance trains from Water
Orton to Carlisle so evocatively recalled by
Terry Essery in Saltley Firing Days.
The 9F had also been rostered to haul the

box vans on the Sunday of the gala but this
sadly wasn’t to be. The previous evening,
a component failed in the water supply
system at Loughborough, necessitating some
alterations to the timetable to conserve water
– one of which was to cancel the van trains
while reducing the number of workings with
the mineral wagons.
This wasn’t the only thing to go awry

during the weekend. A points failure at
Loughborough Central on the Saturday
trapped No. 3802 and the mineral wagons

‘SPACESHIP’

“It was single-chimney 9Fs
from Annesley shed that
made a name for the class
on GC metals, working the
original ‘Windcutter’ or
‘Runner’ fast freight services.”

Recreatinga typicalGreatCentral ‘runner’ fast
freight trainof the late1950sandearly 1960s,
single-chimney9F2-10-0No. 92134approaches
Quorn&Woodhouse stationwith the ‘Windcutter’
16-tonmineralwagonsduringaSteamRecreations
photographic charteronOctober5.DON BISHOP

Theotherguest engineat theGCRgala,GWR28842-8-0No. 3802,makesanequally authentic combination
with themineralwagonsatKinchley LaneonOctober1.ROBERT FALCONER
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Making its last gala appearancebeforeoverhaulwasLMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45305,whichwasdue tobowoutafter a special farewellweekendonOctober23/24.Here it
roundsKinchley LanecurvewithaLoughborough-Rothley local trainonOctober1, reminiscentof aGreatCentral semi-fast service in the1960s.PAUL BIGGS



BRsingle-chimney9F2-10-0No. 92134crosses
SwithlandViaductwith the ‘Windcutter’
mineralwagonsduring theGreatCentral
Railway’sgalaonOctober3.MAT YARDLEY
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Hauling the12-tonvans restoredby theQuorn
Wagon&WagonGroup,No. 92134 storms
towardsKinchley LaneduringaTimeline
Events charteronOctober4. JACK BOSKETT

Above:A failure in thewater supplyat Loughboroughon theSaturdayeveningmeant that someof the freight
diagramson theSundaywere rearranged,but it did result in thisunusual angleofNo. 92134shunting the
‘Windcutters’ at SwithlandonOctober3. Thinkof themineralwagonsasbig ironorebogiehoppers and it
couldbeonaTyneDockbankingduty.ALANWEAVER

GCRAutumnSteamGala:
The roster in full

Guest locomotives:
� GWR 2884 2-8-0 No. 3802 (Llangollen Railway)
� BR 9F 2-10-0 No. 92134 (North Yorkshire

Moors Railway)

Resident locomotives:
� BR (W) Modified Hall 4-6-0 No. 6990Witherslack

Hall
� LMS ‘Black Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45305 (last gala

appearance before overhaul)
� BR (M) 2MT 2-6-0 No. 46521
� LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48305
� BR 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73156
� BR 2MT 2-6-0 No. 78018
� BR 9F 2-10-0 No. 92214
� Hudswell Clarke Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 1752 of 1943

(as LNER J94 No. 68067)
� Class 101 DMU
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in the down loop for more than an hour.
However, the resulting disruption was

recovered sufficiently that the other highlight
of the gala could still take place – double-
headed 9Fs.
On both Saturday and Sunday, No. 92134

piloted No. 92214 on the 4pm train from
Loughborough to Leicester North, a
spectacular combination only seen on a
handful of occasions, and now taking place
for the first time in preservation with both
single and double-chimney examples (double-
heading of 9Fs was very rare in BR days too –
but one of the occasions when it was recorded
was on a Great Central ‘runner’).

Thanks for thememories
With a supporting cast of seven other engines
in steam, hauling short local passenger and
non-stop express workings as well as the
freights, and trains passing every few minutes,
it was – as we have come to expect from GCR
galas – the closest thing available in the 21st
century to a BR steam-era main line. Or, to put
it another way, the closest thing to time travel.
Photographer Alan Weaver told the GCR’s

commercial manager Richard Patching: “I
came to the gala on Sunday and I have to tell
you how good it was. This is world class and
everybody should be congratulated.
“The day started with water problems but

the difficulties were overcome. There is such a

dedicated team at the GC and I would like to
thank them all.”
Seeing No. 92134 on the minerals, he told

Heritage Railway, took him back to his youth.
“My junior school was only a field away from
Beighton Junction where the LNER and LMS
lines ran side by side for a short distance,” he
recalled. “I could never understand the ‘false
chimney’ locos (Crosti-boiler 9Fs) that we saw
from the playground.
“We had one lesson per week in the

classroom nearest the railway and I always
had a quick glance over my shoulder at what
was going past. One day I saw a 9F and
shouted, ‘Shielder’ – a spotters’ term for a
locomotive with smoke deflectors.
“The teacher asked me what the fuss

was about, and about half a dozen of us
simultaneously replied, ‘They’re rare,
sir’. They became common and the ‘false
chimneys’ faded away.
“I’ve been transported back to 1954 in my

mind’s eye – I can relive it again and again.”
This was the GCR’s first major special

event for 20 months, the last having been in
January 2020 before the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic. Since then, the whole world has
changed – but some things have stayed the
same, and it’s comforting to know that one of
those things is the GCR’s ability to ‘Recreate
the Experience’ of steam days and bring back
happy memories.

“The Riddles ‘Spaceship’ was just a short distance away from
the Midland Main Line, over which it formerly worked.”

Double-headed9FsNos. 92134and92214atKinchley LaneonOctober3. TOMADAMS
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Now it’s 12 Santa specials
departing from Victoria
ByCedricJohns

STEAMDreamshasannouncedthat
becauseofpopulardemand, itsearlier
statedplantorunnineSantaspecials
fromLondonVictoriahasbeen increased
to12departures.

This latest development means
that Steam Dreams has created a new
market in the realms of Santa trains
traditionally operated by many of this
country’s heritage lines.

Now for the first time, Santa and his
helpers – and excited children – will
be seen on trains departing from a
busy London main line terminal.

Hauled by B1 4-6-0 No. 61306
Mayflower, journeys will last for an
hour and 45 minutes, travelling
around London’s suburban routes.
Departures are scheduled to take
place on December 13, 14, 20 and
22, and times are 9.30am, noon and
2.15pm. An extra ‘Christmas Steam
Express’evening dining train will

run on the same dates as the Santa
specials, leavingVictoria at 6.50pm for
trip, which includes crossing the River
Thames on six occasions to take in the
sights west of London.

To enable passengers to catch
homeward services,
the dining trains are
due to arrive back
at Victoria at about
9.50pm.

A1 andA3
SteamDreams’
Christmas trains,
whichareplanned to
run independently
of its Santa specials,will feature four
departures allworkedbyA1Pacific
60163Tornado.

The first of these leaves King’s Cross
on November 18 bound forYork
calling at Hertford North, Stevenage,
St Neots and Peterborough. Tornado
then works out of LondonVictoria

on November 30 to Bath, stopping at
Staines andWoking en route.

The third train departs Ealing
Broadway for Lincoln on December 5,
picking up at Potters Bar and Hitchin.

The final departure, from Southend
and Upminster to
Oxford on December
9, is diesel-hauled to
West London, where
steam takes over for
the trip, travelling via
Reading and Didcot.

As we closed for
press, the Oxford trip
was sold out.

For next year,
Steam Dreams has secured a coup
inasmuch as booking A3 Pacific
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman for three
trips before the A3 is withdrawn from
service for major overhaul.

Steam Dreams’new season starts
in March, the first of the three trips
departing Paddington on the 13th for

Oxford. On March 17, the A3 departs
LondonVictoria for Canterbury, the
first time that the engine has visited
the cathedral city since the National
Railway Museum bought it.

Masks requested
FromCanterbury,FlyingScotsman
will runthroughSandwichandDeal
before tacklingthe1-in69/75climbup
toGustonTunnelanddroppingdown
intoDoverPriory, thenalongunder the
‘WhiteCliffs’.

Salisbury is the destination
on March 24, with possibly a
Waterloo departure.

All three trains include a local
afternoon‘cream tea’circular tour.

Steam Dreams chairman David Buck
said that all on-train staff wear masks
to comply with Covid-19 precautions,
and passengers are asked to wear
them if they leave their seats.

For more information, visit the
website www.steamdreams.co.uk

Tangmere undertakes successful first test run
BRIGHTON�BUILTBulleidBattleof
Britain4-6-2No. 34067Tangmere
has returned to themain lineafter a
five-year absence.

Following a heavy overhaul,
Tangmere suddenly appeared in
public from behind closed doors
at Carnforth and steamed with a
support coach aroundWest Coast
Railways’proving circuit to Hellifield
on October 6. The test run reportedly
went to plan, and a loaded test run
was set to take place after Heritage
Railway closed for press.

Withdrawn from service in
2016, the former Barry scrapyard
locomotive then had a main line
certificate which was valid until
2018, and its boiler certificate ran up
to 2021.

Long restoration
Outshopped inSeptember1947,named
after theRAFFighterCommandairfield
nearChichester andgiven thenumber
21C167, itwas condemnedat Exmouth
Junction shed inSeptember1963. It
hadcoveredonly588,269mileswhile
in service.

In April 1965, it was sent to Dai
Woodham’s scrapyard, where it
stayed until January 1981, when it
was taken to the Mid-Hants Railway’s
RopleyWorks for restoration.

However, it was not until 1995 that
work to return the locomotive to
traffic began.

Progress was slow, mainly due to
the expenses involved, but when
local businessman Brian Pickett

Runningagainafter fiveyears: BattleofBritain4-6-2No. 34067TangmereatHellifieldon itsOctober6engineand support
coach test run fromCarnforth.CHRIS GEE

agreed to sponsor the locomotive, it
was sent to Ian Riley’s works at Bury.

Early in 2003 Tangmerewas
returned to steam on the adjacent
East Lancashire Railway, and made
its heritage era main line comeback
that March.

Brian then brought the Bulleid
back south and set up his own tour

operating company,Wessex Trains.
Unfortunately he passed away after
running a handful of tours, the 4-6-2
returning to Bury and Ian’s care.

Changing hands
After theBulleid’s shortperiodbackup
north,WestCoastRailwayCompany
boughtTangmereandbased it at

Southall, fromwhere it covered
thousandsofmiles across Southern
routes andoccasionallybeyond.
Tangmere stood in for No. 35028

Clan Linewhen the rebuilt Merchant
Navy was stopped for its annual
maintenance at Stewarts Lane,
No. 34067 working the then Sea
Containers ‘British Pullman.’

“An extra ‘Christmas
Steam Express’ dining
train will run on the

same dates as the Santa
specials, crossing the
River Thames on six

occasions.”
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BulleidMerchantNavyPacific
No. 35018British IndiaLine
crossingWhalleyViaduct
on the returningWestCoast
Railways ‘PendleDalesman’
fromCarlisle toLancaster
onSeptember21. Itwas the
final train in this year’s new
‘PendleDalesman’ series,
taking in theSettle and
Carlisle line.DAVE JEPSON

Trains return to Okehampton 150 years after they
first arrived – thanks to Network Rail reopening
ByRobinJones

DAILYpassengerserviceswill returnto
theDartmoorLinetoOkehamptonfor
the first time inalmosthalfacentury
onSaturday,November20,ahead
ofschedule.

The former Dartmoor Railway
heritage line is the first route to open
under the Government’s Restoring
Your Railway manifesto commitment,
delivering passenger services in just
nine months from the £40 million
funding being approved.

Trains will run every two hours,
increasing to hourly from next May.

The services will connect Exeter St
Davids, Crediton and Okehampton,
and about half of them, including

those at peak times, will carry on to
Exeter Central.

Passenger services to Okehampton
ceased in 1972 and the line was used
for ballast traffic from Meldon Quarry
and occasional freight traffic. Heritage
services started under the banner of
the Dartmoor Railway in 2000, and
trains from the national network later
ran on Sundays during the summer.

Network Rail’s team of engineers
have laid 11 miles of new track and
installed 24,000 concrete sleepers
and 29,000 tonnes of ballast in record
time. Repairs have also been made
to 21 structures along the route,
including four bridges. During the
winter, further work on the station
buildings will enable the restoration

of the Okehampton station café and
other facilities.

GreatWestern Railway managing
director Mark Hopwood said:“The
project to reopen the line is already
helping bring social and economic
benefits to the local area and
reinforces the positive impact that the
railway can have on the communities
we serve.”

150th anniversary
Over theweekendofOctober2/3,
Okehamptoncelebrated the150th
anniversaryof the first publicpassenger
trainarrivingat its station.

The town was decorated with
ribbons, bunting, flags, and flower
baskets, and a triumphal arch in the

form of a double-sided horizontal
banner was erected across Fore Street,
recalling the arches that welcomed
the coming of the railway in many
towns. AVictorian tea party in the
Charter Hall included a short play
of the House of Commons debate
arguing the case for, and against, a
railway to Okehampton.

Preceded by music from the
Okehampton Excelsior Band, a
proclamation about the coming of
the railway was read outside the
town hall, and outside the youth
hostel – the former goods shed,
and a ceremony was held whereby
the Mayor presented the‘Victorian
Stationmaster’with the special token/
key, symbolising the line’s opening.

PrincessElizabeth is still inwaiting
FURTHER to lastmonth’s report
about LMS4-6-2No. 6201Princess
Elizabethbeing takenoutof traffic,
the situation regarding theengine’s
boilerwas till tobeclarifiedas
HeritageRailwaymagazine closed
forpress.
The boiler inspector said

No. 6201waswithdrawn from
service on July 23 due to a leakage
in the central stay area of the
throatplate, and a non-destructive
test had been carried out.”
No. 6201 is now in a queue of

engines, each taking their turn to
be given attention and remedial
treatment atWest Coast Railways’
Carnforth base.
Thewithdrawal is a setback for

members of Locomotive 6201
Princess Elizabeth Society, who
had been looking forward to
an extended runworking the
‘Northern Belle’during September
andOctober.
The inspectionwill not take

place until Princess Elizabeth’s
boiler has been lifted.

King Edward I ‘back in spring’
NOW thatworking conditions
havebeen eased and that theWest
Somerset Railway’sMinehead
workshops havebeen reopened,
plans to bringGWR4-6-0
No. 6024 KingEdward Iback into
main line traffic are againmaking
steadyprogress.

David Fuszard, spokesman for the
6024 Society, said that most, if not
all, of the major work in bringing the
Collett 4-6-0 towards its ticket has
been completed.

Dave commented that the
volunteers providing manpower to
bring the engine back into steam

are all now 10 years older than when
they started.

He said that the internal pipework
of the smokebox had been secured
by independent boilermakers and
engineers Leaky Finders.

Dave said that during his recent
visit to Minehead, he enjoyed
helping to position a line of springs
inside grooved plates supporting
the firebox end of the boiler.

He said that the society aims to
see No. 6024 back in action early
next year. It last steamed at the WSR
in April 2012, having hauled its last
main line tour the previous month.
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From Edinburgh to York... get
festive at Christmas markets
ByCedric Johns

THERailwayTouringCompanyhas
scheduled11Christmasmarket trains in
itsprogrammebetweenNovember23
andDecember18.

November 23 sees LMS Princess
Coronation Pacific No. 6233 Duchess
of Sutherland heading the ‘Gloucester
Christmas Market & Cardiff' trip from
LondonVictoria, stopping at Staines,
Ascot, Reading and Didcot Parkway.

On November 25 the ‘Christmas
Sussex Belle’ leaves LondonVictoria
with LMS ‘Black Five’No. 44871,
heading for Eastbourne and Hastings.
A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado heads

the ‘York Yuletide Christmas Express’
from Ealing Broadway on November
27, calling at St Albans, Luton,
Bedford and Kettering.

Varied programme
December2 sees the‘Worcester
ChristmasFayre’tripwith theA1
in charge, startingoutofNorwich
pickingupatWymondham,
Attleborough,Thetford, Brandon,March
andPeterborough.

Liverpool Lime Street is the
starting point for the ‘York Yuletide
Express’on December 4, with the
train calling at Manchester Victoria
and Sheffield. No engine has been

booked, but expect a ‘Black Five.’A
second train, the’Lincoln Christmas
Express’also departs on December
4, this time from King’s Cross, and
stopping at Potters Bar, Stevenage
and Peterborough.

On December 7, the ‘Bath &
Bristol Christmas Express’heads
from LondonVictoria, with stops at
Staines,Woking and Basingstoke
behind Tornado.

Leaving Paddington on December
11, the ‘Birmingham & Shrewsbury
Christmas Express’ calls at Slough,
Reading, Didcot Parkway and
Birmingham New Street behind
No. 44871.

Also on December 11, the
‘Edinburgh Christmas Market’ trip
departs York, stopping at Durham
and Newcastle, with Tornado leading.

Two locomotives
The‘ChristmasWhiteRose’starts from
Cambridge forYork, pickingupatEly,
MarchandPeterborough.No. 44871
heads theoutward journey, and theA1
the return.

December 18 see the ‘Christmas
White Rose’depart King’s Cross
for York, stopping at Stevenage,
Huntingdon and Peterborough
behind Tornado, and No. 6233
working the return journey.

RPSI starts running tours again
THERailwayPreservationSocietyof
Ireland is to resume running trains
after agapof almost 20monthsdue to
lockdownsandCovid-19 restrictions.

It will be running ‘Wizard Express’
Halloween trains between Belfast
andWhitehead on October 30/31
behind GNR(I) Q class 4-4-0 No. 131.

TheWhitehead railway museum
and Platform 3 café will be open, but
visitors to the museum are requested
to book a time slot online due to
Covid-19 precautionary measures.

The society has also announced
a mini appeal of £3000 towards
the purchase of a new authentic
Wakefield cylinder lubricator for
GNR(I) No. 85Merlin.

Currently on No. 85 is a non-
authentic Silvertown lubricator,

fitted because the originalWakefield
model was missing at the time of the
4-4-0’s restoration.

There are two lubricators on the
engine. On the fireman’s side of
the framing is a lubricator which
feeds engine oil to the four driving
axleboxes. On the driver’s side is the
lubricator which feeds thicker oil to
the cylinders, valves and glands.

Both lubricators are mechanically
driven by a linkage to the motion.

RPSI officials have thanked
everyone who donated to the Buy
a Tube appeal for GNR(I) S 4-4-0
No. 171 Slieve Gullion, a big step
towards getting it back in steam –
something which is becoming more
urgent as the clock continues ticking
on the boiler life of No. 85.

UKRailtours still sellingoutdespite
‘frustrating’seasonal setbacks
UKRailtours’ElizabethMorris said
that shewas frustratedat losing
twoplannedpre-Christmas trains
becauseDBCargowasunable to
supply crews– leavingherwithone
festivedeparture, toBeverleyon
December18.
However, the‘Doctor Syn’trip

from theMidlands to the Kent
coast along the ninemiles of
freight-only track to Dungeness
was virtually sold out bymid-
October.
The‘Hampshire Pullman’,

comprising the Belmond set
behind Bulleid 4-6-2 No. 35028
Clan Line at the sharp end, on
November 6, has sold out in
all classes. Departing London
Victoria, the Pullman train runs
down the SouthWesternMain

Line to Basingstoke on towards
Salisbury, then to Romsey before
heading via Southampton and
Winchester and back to London.
OnNovember 27, UK Railtours

heads for the Blackpool
illuminations, with a tripwhich
includes a ride in one of the
seaside’s heritage trams specially
chartered for the occasion.
This train sets out fromEuston,

calling atWatford Junction,Milton
Keynes, Northampton and Rugby,
then taking the newly-electrified
Fylde branch to Blackpool North.
UKRT’s sole Christmas train, the

‘Beverley Christmas Carol,’ runs
fromKing’s Cross to Doncaster,
Humberside and Beverley, where
the carol service takes place in
BeverleyMinster.

The statueof IsambardKingdomBrunelhasbeenunveiledat itsnewhome
outside thepassenger shedatBristol TempleMeads station. Createdby John
Doubledayand first unveiledat the city’s BroadQuayonMay26, 1982, itwas
moved in2006, thebicentenaryof theGWRengineer’s birth, and in recent times
was locatedoutside theofficesofOsborneClarke inTempleQuay. It is bookended
byanotherDoubleday statueofBrunel at Paddington stationat theeasternend
ofhis great railway. Chris Curling,DeputyLieutenant forBristol,whounveiled the
statue, said: “There canbenomoreappropriatea location for thismagnificent
statueofBrunel than immediatelyoutside theverybuildinghedesignedand
built as the first full-scale railway terminus, andwhichbecame the template for
railway stationsacross theworld.”NETWORK RAIL

Pathfinder’s yuletide tour trio
PATHFINDERTourshas comeupwith
trioof‘market specials’to completea
difficult Covid-hit yearwhich included
the lossof tripsbecause itsTrain
OperatingCompany,DBCargo, could
not crew three trains.

The Stroud outfit has listed the
three new‘specials’ to maximise the
number of stations that trains call at
to attract the shop-early public; in
trainspotting days, they would have
been called ‘stoppers.’

On November 20, the ‘Northern
Star’heads for York or alternatively
Harrogate, the train starting
from Salisbury and stopping at
Warminster,Westbury, Trowbridge,
Chippenham, Swindon, Oxford,
Banbury and Leamington Spa – a

classic example of a ‘stopper.’
Meanwhile, The ‘White Rose

Express’departs from Cardiff on
December 4, for a trip offering
three different destinations. From
Cardiff the train picks up at Newport
(Mon), Bristol Parkway, Cam &
Dursley, Gloucester, Cheltenham,
Worcester Parkway, Bromsgrove and
Birmingham New Street. The choice
of destinations are York, Durham
or Newcastle.

Pathfinder closes its year on
December 11 with its ‘Chester
Christmas Cracker’, which starts
from Eastleigh, stopping at
Basingstoke, ReadingWest, Didcot
Parkway, Swindon, Kemble, Stroud,
Stonehouse and Gloucester.
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Royal Scot in early start from Bridgnorth
ByJohnTitlow

BRIDGNORTH is rapidlyestablishing
itself asnotonlya tourdestination,but
alsoastartingpoint–as longasyoudo
notmindgettingupearly!

On October 6, Saphos Trains was in
action again with a mid-week special
from Bridgnorth on the SevernValley
Railway to Bristol Temple Meads via
Birmingham, Oxford, Didcot, Swindon
and Bath, behind LMS 4-6-0 No. 46100
Royal Scot.

Departure from Bridgnorth was
at 5.25am, behind the Scot heading
down the SVR, then crossing onto
the main line at Kidderminster and
arriving at Birmingham Snow Hill to
pick up passengers 11 minutes late,
at 7.37am. According to Real Time
Trains, timekeeping was not good
this day through no fault of Saphos.
There were only two occasions on
the outward journey that it ran to
time or early; these were Dorridge
toWarwick, and Banbury to Oxford
North Junction.

‘Scot’ on the loose
When it passed Leamington Spa
station on the outward journey, after
being held outside, the Scot was let
loose and roared through the station
determined to make up for any
lost time.

At Aynho Junction it was well up
to line speed and working extremely
hard, sounding very good. From
Oxford the delays worsened because
it was more than an hour late for its
booked arrival time at Bristol.

The return via the same route
left Bristol just over a minute late
at 3.35pm, and timings fluctuated
between 15 minutes early and three
late up to Banbury. It was held at
Fenny Compton, departing five
minute late, then proceeded to lose
time, passing Lapworth 17 minutes
down. However, all time was made
up by Birmingham Snow Hill, with an
on-time arrival for passengers.

Kidderminster’s arrival was 13
minutes down at 9.36pm. No. 46100
was heard working hard in the dark,
climbing Eardington about an hour
later, returning to Bridgnorth after a
very long day.

An empty coaching stock move had
taken place from Crewe to Bridgnorth
the previous day to get the train into
position; and ironically timekeeping
was much better, arriving at

Kidderminster eight minutes early.
After arriving on the SVR, No. 46100
was turned on the Kidderminster
turntable and the complete train
was towed to Bridgnorth where it
was coaled, watered and serviced
in preparation for the early start the
following day.

The train returned to Crewe
behind the ‘Scot’on October 7 in the
afternoon, arriving 27 minutes early.

Runningunderneath theMarylebone lineatAynho Junction,No. 46100heads forOxford. JOHN TITLOW

Afterbeingheldby signals, LMS
4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScotmakesa
spirited start throughLeamington
SpaonOctober6. JOHN TITLOW



October
29 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by
Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL
30 ‘The Devonian Double’
Preston, Crewe, Plymouth & return.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Locos: D213 Andania & D345. IC
30 ‘The Stratford Flyer’
Manchester, Stratford-upon-Avon &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC
30 ‘Skipton & Keighley for the Worth
Valley’
Linlithgow, Edinburgh, Keighley, Bradford
& return. Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
30 ‘The Midland Bristolian’
Derby, Tyseley, Bristol & return. Steam-
hauled Dorridge, Bristol, Derby.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. VT

November
5 ‘Blackpool for the Illuminations’
Dunfermline, Blackpool & return. Diesel-
hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
6 ‘The Hampshire Pullman’
London Victoria, Andover, Southampton,
Victoria. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line.UKRT
13 ‘The Double Scotch’
Crewe, Edinburgh & return. Diesel-hauled
throughout.
Locos: D213 Andania&D345. Class 40
Preservation Society (www.cfps.co.uk)
13 ‘The Cheshireman’
Bristol, Chester & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
13 ‘The Welsh Marches Express’
Tyseley, Hereford & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. VT
18 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
King’s Cross, York & return. Steam-hauled
King’s Cross, Doncaster & return.

Class 31No. 31128andClass 33No. 33029head thediesel legof the ‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’ outof themist at LongPrestononSeptember16.CHRISGEE

BR (W)Castle4-6-0No. 7029ClunCastlearrivingatBanbury threeminutesearlywith theVintageTrains ‘SLSSpecial’ on
September25.DONBENN

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
20 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
20 ‘The Jolly Slateman’
Derby, Crewe, Blaenau Ffestiniog,
Llandudno & return. Diesel-hauled
throughout.
Locos: 2 Class 20s & Class 37. IC
20 ‘The Cheshireman’
Euston, Chester & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
20 ‘The Lickey Banker’
Tyseley, Worcester & return (am and pm).
Steam-hauled throughout.
Locos: No. 7029 Clun Castle (am), No.
6233Duchess of Sutherland (pm) and No.
9466 (banker Bromsgrove-Blackwell). VT
23 ‘The Gloucester Christmas Market
& Cardiff’
London Victoria, Gloucester, Cardiff &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. RTC
25 ‘The Christmas Sussex Belle’

London Victoria, Eastbourne, Hastings,
Victoria. Steam-hauled Victoria-
Eastbourne and Hastings-Victoria.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
27 ‘The York Yuletide Express’
Ealing Broadway, Bedford, Kettering,
Melton Mowbray, York & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado (Ealing-York)
and TBA (York-Ealing). RTC
27 ‘The Flying Scotsman’
Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Hellifield, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR
30 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
London Victoria, Bath & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD

December
1 ‘The Deltic Delight’
Wolverhampton, Crewe, Newcastle &
return. Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 55022 Royal Scots Grey. IC
2 ‘Christmas Lunch by Steam’

Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
2 ‘The Worcester Christmas Fayre’
Norwich, Worcester & return. Steam-
hauled Norwich, Worcester, Peterborough.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
4 ‘The Christmas White Rose Express’
Cardiff, York & return. Diesel-hauled
throughout.
Locos: Two Class 50s Gloucester-York &
return. PT
4 ‘The York Yuletide Express’
Liverpool, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line, No.
45690 Leander,No. 45699Galateaor No.
46115 Scots Guardsman. RTC
4 ‘The Lincoln Christmas Express’
King’s Cross, Lincoln & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
5 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
King’s Cross, Lincoln & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
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5 ‘Melton Mowbray Christmas Fayre’
Tyseley, Coleshill Parkway, Nuneaton,
Melton Mowbray & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
and No. 7029 Clun Castle (top and tail). VT
5 ‘Harringworth Viaduct Lunchtime
Shuttle’
Melton Mowbray, Corby & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Locos: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
and No. 7029 Clun Castle (top and tail). VT
7 ‘The Bath and Bristol Christmas
Express’
London Victoria, Salisbury, Bath, Bristol &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
8 ‘Chatsworth Christmas Sparkle
Express’
Carnforth, Lancaster, Preston, Crewe,
Chesterfield & return. Steam-hauled
Crewe, Chesterfield & return.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
9 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Southend East, Oxford & return. Steam-
hauled Southend, Oxford, West London.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
11 ‘Christmas Lunch by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
11 ‘The Birmingham and Shrewsbury
Christmas Express’

Paddington, Birmingham, Shrewsbury &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
11 ‘The Edinburgh Christmas Market’
York, Edinburgh & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
11 ‘The Merchant Venturer’
Solihull, Leamington Spa, Bath, Bristol &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
15 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
Llandudno Junction, Manchester, York &
return. Steam-hauled Crewe, York & return.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
16 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
Cambridge, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: TBA (Cambridge-York) and No.
60163 Tornado (York-Cambridge). RTC
18 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
King’s Cross, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 60163 Tornado (King’s Cross-
York) and TBA (York-King’s Cross). RTC
18 ‘Pennine Moors Christmas Cracker’
Rugby, Birmingham, Wolverhampton,
Crewe, Blackburn, Copy Pit, Manchester,
Crewe. Steam-hauled from Crewe.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
18 ‘A Beverley Christmas Carol’
King's Cross, Beverley & return. Diesel-

hauled throughout.
Locos: TBA. UKRT
18 ‘The White Rose’
Tyseley, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
18 ‘The Flying Scotsman’
Liverpool, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Hellifield, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR
23 ‘The Flying Scotsman’
Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Hellifield, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR

Regular Steam
Daily until October 29
‘The Jacobite’
Fort William, Mallaig & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Locos: Nos. 44871 or 45407. WCR
December 13, 20, 22 ‘Santa Steam
Express’
Three circular tours each day from
London Victoria. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD
December 13, 20, 22 ‘Christmas Steam
Express’
Evening dining trains from London
Victoria. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

The information in this listwas correct at
the timeofgoing topress.Westrongly
adviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular
tripwith thepromoter concerned.

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 0772 222

IC Intercity
0800 038 5364

NB Northern Belle
01270 895989

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

SRPS Scottish Railway
Preservation Society
0131 202 1033

SR Statesman Rail
0345 310 2458

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways
0333 996 6720

Tour promoters

B1No. 61306MayfloweratHatton,being turned for the return legof aSteamDreams tour fromStratford-upon-Avon toPaddingtononAugust 22.ALISTAIR GRIEVE
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Date Wednesday, August 18, 2021

Train 08.46 Victoria to Sherborne

Loco Rebuilt Merchant Navy 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 12 coaches, 438 tons tare, 475 tons gross

Driver Wayne Thompson

Fireman Dave Proctor

Inspector Geoff Ewans

Recorder Don Benn from second coach

Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs speed
Woking 0.00 0.00 00 00

Woking Jct 0.46 2.00 01 54 27

MP 26¼ 1.96 04 10 46½

Brookwood 3.70 06 08 55½

Pirbright Jct 5.36 07 52 59

MP 31 6.71 09 14 61½

Sturt Lane Jct 7.91 10 17 67

Farnborough 8.91 12.00 11 13 72

MP 35 10.71 12 39 75½/76½

Fleet 12.19 13 49 76

MP 38 13.71 15 02 76½

Winchfield 15.54 16 28 74½/73

MP 41 16.71 17 26 74½

Hook 17.87 18 24 76

MP 43 18.71 19 02 75½

Newnham Siding 19.41 19 34 78/78½

MP 45 20.71 20 36 75½/76

Basingstoke 23.46 24.00 23 45 20* tsr

MP 49 24.72 25 57 42½

Worting Jct 26.01 28.30 27 32 51½

MP 51 26.73 28 24 50* tsr

Oakley 28.09 29 59 58½

MP 53½ 29.26 31 04 63

Overton 31.26 32 51 74

MP 58 33.76 34 46 79

Whitchurch 34.81 35 36 77/75

Hurstbourne 36.85 37 09 78½

MP 62½ 38.27 38 18 75

MP 64 39.77 39 28 78½/78

Andover 42.06 45.00 41 11 78½

Red Post Jct 43.36 42 12 75

MP 69 44.78 43 21 78½

MP 71 46.79 44 56 74

Grateley 48.41 46 16 68½

MP 73¼ 49.06 46 52 66½

Allington 51.31 48 47 73½

MP 77 52.82 49 49 76½

Porton 54.00 50 49 77½

MP 80 55.82 52 07 79

sigs stop

MP 82¼ 58.07 56 14 0*

59 48

Tunnel Junction 58.27 60.00 60 55 12½/28

Salisbury 59.40 63.00 64 55

* brakes or speed restriction
net time 55 minutes
start to stop average to sigs stop 61.96 mph

TABLE ONE: WOKING TO SALISBURY

In his latest column, Don Benn looks at some recent excellent work by
rebuilt Merchant Navy Pacific No. 35028 Clan Line on its home stomping
ground with the UK Railtours ‘John Farrow Salute’, a very rare appearance
for the Railway Touring Company’s ‘Cotswold Venturer’, and another fine
performance by Carnforth’s 5XP Jubilee No. 45699, running as No. 45627 on
the overloaded ‘Dalesman’.

MERCHANTNavyPacificNo.35028ClanLine isgenerally
regardedasoneof themost reliablemain linesteam
locomotives, turning intop-classperformancestime
andtimeagain, constrainedonlyat timesbythe
impositionof the75mphspeed limit.Thisnotonly
holds the locomotivebackwhentimeneedstobe
recoveredbutcanresult inexcessbrakingandtheuse
ofharderengineworking–andthereforemore fuel
thannecessary,especiallywhenfacedwithaclimbafter
runningdownhill for somemiles.Also,ofcourse,extra
wearandtearandhighermaintenancecosts result
fromthiswayofworking.Significantextramaintenance
costswouldaccrue if thespeed limitweretoberaised
permanentlybut I canseenoreasonwhy, say,a10mph
excessshouldnotbeallowedinspecifiedsituationsby
agreementwith thoseconcernedbeforehandandall
thoseonthefootplateat thetime.Aprimeexampleof
thiswouldbetheSouthern’swestofEnglandrouteto
ExeterviaSalisburywheretheextra impetusgained
onthedownhill sectionswouldbenefit speed, fueluse,
andwearandtearonthesubsequentuphill sections.
ApproachingAndover inbothdirectionswouldbean
exampleand Iwill comebacktothis in thedescriptionof
theUKRailtours‘JohnFarrowSalute’below.

I had booked for the‘John Farrow Salute’early
and made sure of being at Victoria in good time
for the 8.46am departure by catching the 6.38am
Southampton Airport Parkway toWaterloo. This
is a train which, in normal times, is very full, but

WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

on August 18, as a result of the pandemic and
holidays, it was comfortably loaded. It ran fast from
Winchester toWaterloo in 56 minutes 17 seconds
(booked 58) for the 66.5 miles with a very rare
unchecked 90mph throughWoking and a slightly
early arrival despite a temporary speed restriction
through Basingstoke and signal checks all the way in
from Surbiton. A good omen for the day, I thought.
A transfer toVictoria on Bus 507 saw me joining the
waiting crowd just as 67024 brought the empty
stock into platform two. I had arranged with Liz
Morris, who runs UK Railtours since her father John
Farrow passed on, for a block of eight seats for ‘my’
group of ‘old timers’. As it happened, the stock was
marshalled so we were in the second coach of the
train, behind the engine and support coach.

Avery fine performance
OurcrewwasWayneThompsonandDaveProctor,
with inspectorGeoffEwans,andtheyhad12coaches
for475tonstodealwith;13coaches inoldmoney.We
left slightly lateandranviaStaines toWokingwitha
maximumspeedof62mphafterFeltham.Asbooked,we
crossedtothedownfast lineafterByfleetandran into
Wokingclosetoright time– importantas theMerchant
NavyLocomotivePreservationSocietyhadarranged
afast linepathtoWortingJunctionandarespectable
63-minutebookingfor the59.4miles toSalisbury.
Therewasmuchdiscussionwithinourgroupabout if
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Left: FiremanDave
Proctor, driverWayne
Thompson, inspector
Geoff Ewens, and
MerchantNavy
LocomotivePreservation
SocietyengineerDave
EassonwithClanLineat
LondonVictoria, prior to
departurewith the ‘John
FarrowSalute’ onAugust
18.ALAN RAWLINGS

Right:DriverWayne
ThompsonwithClanLine
at SalisburyonAugust18.
DON BENN

“Clan Line took the 2.55-
mile 1-in-80 climb to
milepost 115½ in its stride
and even from the very
back of the 12-coach train,
as we now were, we could
hear the engine working
hard.”

Date Wednesday, August 18, 2021

Train 08.46 Victoria to Sherborne

Loco Rblt MN class 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 12 coaches, 438 tons tare, 475 tons gross

Driver Wayne Thompson

Fireman Steve Matthews

Inspector Tom Rees

Recorder Don Benn

Position Second coach

Weather Sunny spells

miles sched mins secs speed gradient
Gillingham 0.00 0.00 00 00 1¾mins 440R

late

MP 106 0.75 03 06 28½ 300R

MP 106½ 1.25 04 01 36½ 300R

MP 107 1.75 04 51 36 100R

MP 107½ 2.25 05 40 36 100R

Tunnel In 2.29 05 45 38 100R

Tunnel Out 2.70 06 19 50 100F

MP 109½ 4.25 07 47 73½ Level

Templecombe 6.80 11.00 10 44 29* 80/150R

MP 112½ 7.25 11 45 33½ 100R

MP 113 7.75 12 37 36 100R

MP 113¼ 8.00 13 01 36½ 100R

MP 113½ 8.25 13 25 37 100R

Milborne Port 9.15 14 31 55 170F

MP 115 9.75 15 10 59 Level

MP 115½ 10.25 15 40 62½ 200R

MP 116 10.75 16 08 65 80F

Sherborne 12.85 23.00 19 58 1¼mins 165F
early

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: GILLINGHAM TO SHERBORNE

aneventimerunwaspossible,bearing inmindthata
20mphspeedrestrictionappliedtoClanLine through
Basingstoke.Wedecided itwas,withagoodstart from
Woking.Wayne,also,clearlyhadthesamethought; the
startwith thisbig loadwasexcellentandnoisy,passing
thesummitof theclimbtomilepost31at61½mph.

From there until the locomotive was shut off for
the Basingstoke check, it was a case of running
with speed as close to the limit as possible,
averaging 75.47mph between mileposts 35 and 45
and so keeping the very tight 24-minute schedule,
mainly against the collar, to pass Basingstoke.

Recovery from the check was again very vigorous
and once past the summit at milepost 53½, it was a
matter of keeping speed to the limit until the climb
from Andover to Grateley. The dash down through
Andover is always a highlight andWayne then
used 22% cut-off, increasing to 27% with nearly full
regulator to take us over Grateley at a minimum
of 66½mph. If the locomotive had been allowed
to run up to 85mph through Andover, the cut-off
could have been left at 22% and less steam taken
to get us over the top at the same speed as in our
trip. Be that as it may, we were now confident that
an even time run to Salisbury was on the cards –
but the Salisbury signallers had other ideas as they
gave 6051, the Network Rail 10.14amWestbury
to Eastleigh engineers’ train, preference across
in front of our heavy steam-hauled train. I will let
readers decide whether this was sensible. However,
we drew slowly to a stop next to milepost 82¼ in
56 minutes 14 seconds for the 58.07 miles from
Woking, a start-to-stop average of 61.96mph.

We finally drew into Salisbury just over two
minutes late, in 64 minutes 55 seconds from
Woking. Net time was a superb 55 minutes, which
compares well with the 52-minute allowance of the
‘Atlantic Coast Express’which, of course, didn’t stop
atWoking and had an 85mph speed limit. Table
One shows the detail of this fine run.

Hill climb to Sherborne
Thedestinationofour trainwasSherborne fora
memorial service for JohnFarrow,andafteranextended
break inSalisburywecontinuedstillwithWayne
Thompson,butnowwithSteveMatthewsreplacing
DaveProctorandTomReesas inspector.We left on time
and ranwell to theGillinghamstop,butwith theclimb
toSemleymarredby speed restrictions applying to
ClanLine. Nevertheless, speed reached69mphafter
Dintonandwas48½mphminimumon the1-in-145
beforeSemleyafter recovering from52½mphafter the
14mphcheck throughTisbury.A speedof76½mph
downhill before theGillinghamstopsawus lose just
over aminuteon the tight allowance fromSalisbury.

After crossing an up service train, we set off on
the final section to Sherborne (see Table Two).
The hill climbing was accompanied by deafening
Bulleid thrash and needed full regulator and 35%
cut-off. Speed was increasing on the 1-in-100 of
both climbs and was the best work of the day.
Arrival was more than a minute early, having
gained three minutes on the schedule. The same
crew was with us for the start of the return journey.
The start was nearly five minutes late as insufficient
time had been allowed to load the train, some of

Left:WayneThompsoncarefully takesClanLineonto
the turntableatYeovil JunctiononAugust 18.
BRYAN BENN

which was off the platform, though this worked to
our advantage. The start from Sherborne is one of
the most difficult anywhere for a steam locomotive
with a big load, but of course Clan Line took the 2.55-
mile 1-in-80 climb to milepost 115½ in its stride.
Even from the very back of the 12-coach train, as we
now were, we could hear the engine working hard.

We dashed downTemplecombe bank and over
the hump through BuckhornWeston tunnel before
braking for Gillingham, where we were due to stop
to allow a down train to pass. However, due to our
late start, the train we were due to pass was already
there and so after slowing to 26mph we stormed
through and had a run up the 1-in-130/114/100
to Semley. Speed reached 46½mph before tailing
off to a minimum of 39mph at the summit. Now
luck was with us, as the 4.30pm Basingstoke to
Yeovil had been terminated at Salisbury so we
didn’t need to be held in theTisbury loop – though
we still had a 15mph temporary speed restriction
throughTisbury itself.We ran on unchecked down
toWilton Junction, with a maximum of 76mph after
Dinton. I wondered what Salisbury would do with
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Date Saturday, August 21, 2021

Train 16.32Worcester Shrub Hill to Paddington

Loco Rblt MN class 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 11 coaches, 400 tons tare, 430 tons gross

Driver Bill Monteith

Fireman Chris Yates

Recorder Alan Rawlings

Position Ninth coach

Weather Damp after earlier rain

miles sched mins secs speed
Signal G272 0.00 0.00 00 00

Stonehouse 1.35 03 25 43/52

Ebley Path LC 2.63 05 02 50

MP 103 3.25 05 49 49

Downfield Path LC 3.37 06 17 52

Stroud 4.08 06 48 53

MP 101 5.25 08 08 52

MP 100 6.25 09 16 54/55

MP 99 7.25 10 21 52

St Mary’s LC 7.45 12.00 10 35 51

Chalford 8.25 11 35 46

Chalford Viaduct 8.50 11 55 43

MP 97 9.25 12 58 44

Frampton Viaduct 9.56 13 24 43

MP 96½ 9.75 13 40 41

MP 96 10.25 14 25 38

Sapperton Tunnel 10.32 14 33 37

Sapperton Summit 11.40 16 27 32

MP 94 12.25 17 42 52/54

Thames Canal 13.42 19 03 46

MP 92 15.25 20 19 35

Kemble 15.25 24.00 23 26

TABLE FOUR: SAPPERTON BANK

us as we were now running very early, but after
crawling along approaching the station to allow the
4.23pm Portsmouth Harbour to Cardiff to vacate our
platform, we ran in 15 minutes early in 47 minutes
12 seconds for the 34.47 miles from Sherborne.

Another long break at Salisbury was the prelude
to a non-stop run toWoking. Our crew was now
Jim Clarke and Tim Stedman with Don Clarke as
inspector, and Table Three shows the detail.We
were due off at 6.31pm, just behind the 6.26pm
service train toWaterloo, but this was cancelled
and so our 72½-minute booking for the 59.4
miles toWoking began to look like an easy task,
but would we be allowed to run? The only known
check was the 30mph temporary speed restriction

through Basingstoke which applied that day to
all trains. Jim Clarke isn’t a driver known to hang
about and after the now customary slow start to
pass Tunnel Junction in five minutes 22 seconds
(well under four minutes was normal even with big
loads in the days of steam), Jim got Clan Line going
well at a steady 50mph up the 1-in-169/140 of
Porton bank and then ran easily down to Andover,
passed in five seconds under 22 minutes from
the start. Enham bank, 3.79 miles of 1-in-178, was
topped at a very creditable 68½mph from only
75mph through Andover, and the good running
continued until Clan Linewas eased in preparation
for the Basingstoke slack. The time to passWorting
Junction was only two minutes and 22 seconds
outside the old ‘ACE’booking of 34 minutes, which
was considered by many, including myself, to be
the hardest of any of the ACE schedules and only
kept with a good driver and an engine in top form.
Many drivers would allow a loss of time to this
point, knowing that fast running on the mainly
downhill remaining 50.3 miles to London would
enable time to be recovered.

Once clear of Basingstoke, now nearly eight
minutes early and still on the fast line, Jim allowed
Clan Line to run easily and freely with speed in the
low to mid-70s until easing for theWoking stop. I
wondered if the signallers would give precedence
to the 5.59pm Portsmouth Harbour toWaterloo,
due off Farnborough at 7.31pm and booked to
run fast line in front of us, but they let us run – and
even after a crawl onto the slow line and to the
Woking stop, we were still well clear of it as we
arrived seven minutes early in 65 minutes and 25
seconds from Salisbury. I calculate the net time to
have been 59½ minutes for the 59.4 miles (59.51 on
my GPS), so just scraping even time. I left the train
here, after yet another excellent day’s running by
No. 35028.

Rare Sapperton run
It isveryunusual to findNo.35028workinganon-DB
operatedtrainbut theRailwayTouringCompanywas
veryshortof steamlocomotives toworktheir charters
inAugust, so theMNLPSkindlyagreedtotheuseof
ClanLineontheAugust21‘CotswoldVenturer’. Iwasn’t
onthis tripbutAlanRawlingswas,andhehaskindly
sentmedetailsof theclimbofSappertonbankonthe
returnrunfromWorcester.Thetrainwasstoppedbefore
Stonehousebytheprecedingservice train, soTable
Fourshowstherestart fromSignalG272.Despite the
enginenotbeingfamiliar to them, theWestCoastcrew

Date Wednesday, August 18, 2021

Train 16.55 Sherborne to Victoria

Loco Rebuilt Merchant Navy 4-6-2 No. 35028 Clan Line
Load 12 coaches, 438 tons tare, 475 tons gross

Driver Jim Clarke

Fireman Tim Stedman

Inspector Don Clarke

Recorder Don Benn from 12th coach

Weather Cloudy

miles sched mins secs speed
Salisbury 0.00 0.00 00 00 right time

Tunnel Jct 1.13 3.00 05 22 35

MP 81 2.58 07 22 48½

MP 80 3.58 08 34 50

Porton 5.40 10 59 50

MP 77 6.58 12 11 52

Allington 8.09 13 50 57

MP 73¼ 10.34 16 06 63

Grateley 10.99 16 39 68½

MP 69 14.62 19 37 74½

Red Post Jct 16.04 20 52 70

Andover 17.34 25.00 21 55 75

MP 62½ 21.13 25 03 68½

Hurstbourne 22.55 26 19 73/69½

Whitchurch 24.59 27 52 72/74

Overton 28.14 30 54 67

Oakley 31.31 34 11 58/57

Worting Jct 33.39 45.00 36 22 59

Basingstoke 35.94 49.00 39 44 30* tsr

Newnham Siding 39.99 44 19 70½

MP 43 40.69 44 54 72

Hook 41.53 45 32 75½

MP 41 42.69 46 33 71/70½

Winchfield 43.86 47 32 73/76

MP 38 45.69 49 00 74

Fleet 47.21 50 13 72½

MP 35 48.69 51 28 73½

Farnborough 50.49 64.00 52 53 74

Sturt Lane Jct 51.49 53 42 74½

MP 31 52.69 45.00 54 43 71/63½*

Pirbright Jct 54.04 55 58 66½

Brookwood 55.70 57 23 73/73½

Woking Jct 58.94 71.30 62 53 14* sigs

Woking 59.40 72.30 65 25 7 mins early

* brakes or speed restriction
net time 59 minutes

TABLE THREE: SALISBURY TO WOKING

JubileeNo. 45699Galatea, runningasNo. 45627SierraLeone, roundsArmathwaite curvewith its 13-coach ‘Dalesman’onAugust 10. IAN CAWTHORNE

MAIN LINE PERFORMANCE
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Date Tuesday, August 10, 2021

Train 15.24 Carlisle to Lancaster

Loco LM 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea**
Load 13 coaches, 474½ tons tare, 495 tons gross

Driver Mick Kelly

Fireman Rob Russell

Recorder A. Smeaton

Position 13th coach

Weather Little wind, mostly dry and sunny

miles sched mins secs speed
Appleby 0.00 0.00 00 00 3½mins late

MP 276 1.40 03 56 45/52

Ormside 2.40 05 08 50½

MP 274 3.40 06 25 42½

MP 273 4.40 08 00 34

Griseburn 5.40 09 58 28

MP 271 6.40 11 57 32

Crosby Garrett 7.60 14 10 36½

Crosby Garrett Tnl 8.40 15 20 43

MP 268 9.40 16 51 35½

MP 267 10.40 18 47 28½/27

Kirkby Stephen 10.84 15.00 19 43 28

MP 266 11.40 20 51 31½

MP 265 12.40 22 52 28½/26

MP 264 13.40 25 04 26½

Mallerstang 14.40 27 02 36

MP 262 15.40 28 49 30½

MP 261 16.40 30 55 27½/23

MP 260 17.40 33 18 24

Ais Gill 17.65 25.00 33 52 28½

MP 258 19.40 36 27 52/54

Garsdale 20.73 27.00 37 57 49/31*

Dent 24.00 42 28 34½/41

Blea Moor Tnl 26.59 46 35 32

Blea Moor SB 28.91 36.00 51 17 29½*/23*

Ribblehead 30.15 39.00 54 15 28½

Selside 32.65 57 48 58/63/53½

Horton 34.90 60 09 55½/60/49

Helwith Bridge 36.90 62 13 65/58½/65½

Stainforth Sdg 39.15 64 27 63

Settle 40.90 66 11 60½/65

Settle Jct 42.88 58.00 68 06 64

Long Preston 44.90 70 27 37

Hellifield Up Loop 45.94 66.00 74 43 12¼mins late

** Running as 45627 Sierra Leone and 45562 Alberta (cabsides only)
* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FIVE: APPLEBY TO HELLIFIELD

handledthebigPacificwellandput inasuperbclimb
toSappertonwiththe11-coachtrainweighing430
tons.The32mphminimumstandswellagainstother
comparableefforts.

Moving north to the Settle & Carlisle line, Sandy
Smeaton has details of a sterling effort by grossly
overloaded 5XP Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45699, running as
No. 45627 on the returning ‘Dalesman’ from Carlisle
to Lancaster. Table Five shows the section from the
Appleby restart over Ais Gill to Hellifield.With 13
on for nearly 500 tons it was no wonder that time
was lost, but great faith was shown in this superb
Carnforth-based locomotive with such a load.

“I was on the return run of the Lancaster-Carlisle
‘Dalesman’which was hauled by No. 45699Galatea,
currently running with Sierra Leone nameplates
and corresponding smokebox plate 45627, but still
wearing 45562 on its cabsides,”says Sandy.“It had a
load of 13 coaches, 474½ tons tare, about 495 tons
gross. The crew was driver Mick Kelly and fireman
Rob Russell. The Class 6 full load limit for Carlisle-Ais
Gill in the 1954 LM Midland Division Load Book was
390 tons, 105 less than hung onGalatea’s tender.
Hardly an easy afternoon out for the crew, then.

“The sun was shining when we departed Carlisle
on time. On the 1-in-132 up through Cumwhinton,
a steady 28mph was maintained. The short level
to Howe & Co box brought speed up to 37½mph,
falling to a minimum of 28½mph at the top of the
second 1-in-132 rise to Low House. The 20mph
temporary speed restriction at Armathwaite persists,

so there was little momentum for the climb through
BaronWood to MP295, passed at a minimum of
31mph. The Eden was crossed at 61½mph, falling to
48mph on the rise to Langwathby. The remaining
11 miles to Appleby were run in the low to mid-50s.
Carlisle to Appleby took 48½ minutes against the 44
allowed. ’After watering we left Appleby 3½ minutes
late and reached 52mph at OrmsideViaduct. The
minimum at Griseburn was 28mph, recovering to
43mph at Crosby Garrett Tunnel. The minimum
at Kirkby Stephen was 27mph and then 26mph
before the short 1-in-330 respite at Mallerstang,
which produced a recovery to 36mph. The final
3¼ miles of 1-in-100 up to Ais Gill Summit brought
speed down to a minimum of 23mph. After Ais Gill
Summit, the running along the‘roof of England’
was understandably more leisurely. The time from
Appleby to Hellifield Loop was 74m 43s, 8¾ minutes
over schedule. The booked stand in the loop is 67
minutes and has more to do with pathing than
watering, but we restarted two minutes early; hardly
necessary as 47 minutes are allowed for the 21
miles to Clitheroe, inclusive of a 14-minute stand at
Horrocksford Jn to let the preceding 19.10 stopper
to Manchester Victoria clear the section. Mick Kelly
did his best to spin out time, rolling down to 4mph
at the top of the 1-in-362 rise after Gisburn. At least
it allowed time to get the fire right forWhalley Bank.

“After setting down at Clitheroe, there were checks
beforeWhalley. There is now a restriction over the
viaduct for locomotives, so no great momentum

can be gained for the 4½-mile climb toWilpshire
Summit.Whalley was passed at 33mph, falling to
20½mph in only 1¾ miles. However, from MP16 up
to the summit, speed was steady at 20mph. This was
quite an effort, but it had beaten the boiler and a
brief stop was made just over the summit to recover
the water level. Ten minutes were dropped on the
schedule to Blackburn, but just getting upWhalley
Bank with 13 coaches was a success. An unusually
clear run down to Preston from Blackburn followed,
gaining seven minutes on the 25 allowed, producing
an arrival in Platform 1 only one minute late. The
power outputs, assuming neutral wind conditions,
are estimated at about 950 equivalent drawbar
horsepower on the initial 1-in-132 to MP300, 1100
edbhp on the 1-in-100 from Kirkby Stephen to Ais
Gill, and 1000 at a steady 20mph on the 1-in- 82 of
Whalley Bank. These figures broadly correspond to
the economic steam rate of 29,000lb/hr for a Jubilee.
Congratulations to the crew!’’

Indeed – what a great performance. Let’s hope
that the current freedom to ride steam specials
continues.

Above:ClanLineat Salisburywith the returning ‘John
FarrowSalute’ onAugust 18.DON BENN

Left:During its rareoutingwith theRailwayTouring
CompanyonAugust21,ClanLinebrings theempty
stock for the ‘CotswoldVenturer’ intoWorcester
ShrubHill.ALAN RAWLINGS

“With 13 on for nearly 500
tons, it was no wonder that
time was lost – but great
faith was shown in this
superb Carnforth-based
locomotive to trust it with
such a load.”
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1950s Scarborough headboard flies to the top
MEMORIESofholidays inBritainbefore
overseasdestinationsbecamederigueur
wereevokedbya‘ScarboroughFlyer’
headboard inRailwayanaSales’internet
andtelephone60-lotauctionthat ran
fromSeptember27toOctober3.
Theboard, fromaKing’sCross to
ScarboroughandWhitbyexpress
that ranfrom1950-63, featuredbrass
sunbursts in thetopcornersandsold
for£4700.

Station totem signs inevitably
made their presence felt, led by
BR(M) Burnley Manchester Road
at £3350, BR(NE) Slaithwaite
(£2000), and BR(S) Sheerness-on-
Sea at £1750, and aTyer’s single-line

tablet from the Newport South to
Shide section of the Isle ofWight’s
Newport Junction Railway also got in
on the act with a realisation of £2050.

At £1800 came a Glenfinnan
signalbox nameboard, and at
£1250 each, a Reading (Southern)
running-in board and a SR Clapham

Junction station target sign. Prices
exclude buyer’s premium of 10%.
The sale marked the re-entry into
the railwayana auction scene of Chris
France, who until 2015 ran internet
auction house Railwayana.net.

Of his return to running a railwayana
auction, Chris said:“For a first effort
after all this time I am happy. As a
sign of how things are changing, I
found it interesting that 98% of the
bids were online.”He added that its

success meant he would continue
charging no vendor’s commission
throughout 2022 rather than, as

originally planned, start charging it
from the beginning of the new year.

TOBAZPromotions isbringing
back its railwaycollectors’fairs
toBurton-on-Trent townhall on
November6, following theeasingof
Covid restrictions, amove thatwill
bewelcomedbymany railwayana
collectors and railwayenthusiasts
generally, due to theevent’smixof
traders andprivatedealers sellinga
varietyof railway relatedpaperwork,
ephemeraandbooks.

Items on offer include public and
working timetables, guides, maps,
luggage labels, tickets, official
publications, signalling notices and
rule books, while photographs and
postcards are another regular feature,
as is railwayana that often includes
badges, buttons, and whistles.

Tony Hillman and Barry Jones
(Tobaz) held their first fair in Stafford
in 1995, and ran 36 twice-yearly

events there until March 2013, when
their regular venue closed. In April
2014 they relocated to Burton town
hall and held 12 fairs there until
March last year, when the lockdowns
brought them to a premature end.

The fair on November 6 will thus be
the first for 20 months, with the doors
opening at 10.30am and closing at
3.30pm. A return to two a year from
next year is planned.

Tobaz collectors’ fair reopens after Covid-19 hiatus

IoW nameplate Shanklin leads
steam to victory in GCRA match
STEAMwas the4-2winner against the
diesel team inGreatCentral’sOctober2
match,with the top scorerbeing
Shanklin fromSouthernRailway Isleof
WightO2class 0-4-4TNo.W20,which
sold for£14,600.Diesel refused to lie
downwhenRailRiderswithbadge
initially carriedbyClass47No. 47406
(D1505) andsubsequentlybyNo. 47488
(D1713),wentunderMikeSoden’s
hammer for £8200.

The aluminium plate, which was
carried by No. 47406 from 1981-
1988 and then by No. 47488 until
1992, was fitted to mark the launch
of a promotional club formed by
BR for younger travellers. Both
the locomotives were built by
Brush Traction, D1505 in January
1963 and D1713 a year later, and

withdrawn in August 1990 and June
2008 respectively.

This plate, which sold for more
than double its middle estimate,
was followed by a trio of steam
representatives comprising Penrith
Beacon from 1875-built LNWR
Precedent 2-4-0 No. 2187 that was
rebuilt as an Improved Precedent
in 1896 and became LMS No. 5069
(£7600), Barry Castle (GWR No. 7012
– £6100), andQueenMary from GWR
Star class No. 4031 that realised
£5000. The nameplate rear was
brought up at £2700 by Colossus
from another Class 47 diesel,
No. 47086 (D1672), this being a glass
fibre plate that replaced an original
aluminium version.

In addition to the plate Rail Riders,

diesel honour was upheld by
two items from the Deltic class,
a flamecut cabside panel from
No. 55005 (originally D9005) The
Prince ofWales’s Own Regiment of
Yorkshire, which achieved £6200,
and an 1960 English Electric
Vulcan Foundry worksplate from
D9003/55003Meld that sold for
£5800. D9003 was the only Class
55 to be named after a filly.

Station signs also crept into
nameplate territory, led by BR(W)
totem Portmadoc at £3500,
SR target Sandown (£3400),
and a second totem, BR(M)
Macclesfield, which sold for
£2700, while the top smokebox
numberplate was 45588 from
LMS Jubilee Kashmir (£2000).

A GWR 12in dial dropcase
wall clock went for £1750, and
also from the GWR came a Tyer’s
train describer that included
such locations as Snow Hill
station,Wolverhampton
andWarwick (£1400), while
a Montgomery-Abermule
single-line key token from the
Cambrian line made £1250. The
auction was the eighth in Great
Central’s series of monthly live online
200-lot auctions, and prices exclude
buyer’s premium of 15% (+ VAT).

“Across the board, probably the
best of our eight monthly auctions to
date, with some exceptionally high
prices,” said Mike. “Totems remain
strong, and also single-line keys
and staffs.”

RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■October30
GreatCentral Railwayana
■October30
TransportAuctionsof London
■EndsOctober31
RailwayanaSales (photographs)
■EndsNovember2
Paperchase
■November12/13
GWRailwayana
■November19
Vectis (model trains)
■November20
GreatCentral Railwayana
(‘Bloxham’)
■November22-28
Justaclickago (photographs,
negativesandslides)
■November26
Onslows (posters)

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine
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LondonUndergroundenamel
roundels take centre stage
LONDONUndergroundplatform
roundelsdominatedasaleof railway,
tram,busandtrolleybusmemorabilia
heldbyCatherineSouthon
Auctioneers fromSeptember10-24,
whensixexamplesof thebrass-
framedenamelsignswereamongthe
leadingsevenrealisations.
The top threewereBondStreet,

OxfordCircus andHighgate,
whichwent for £2800, £2400 and
£2200 respectively, the last price
beingmatchedbya circa 1910
UndergroundandMetropolitan
Railway enamelmap,while three
further roundels, fromHolborn,
TottenhamCourt RoadandMarble
Arch, sold for between£2000and
£1800.
ACoventGarden station enamel

sign also fromcirca 1910 fetched

£1300, an£850bid secured10
BRandLNERhandlamps and
other lamps, and£800a circa
1930sUnderground‘Wayout
and toPiccadilly Line’direction
enamel signbelieved tobe from
Holborn station. Prices exclude
buyer’s premiumof 20% (+VAT).
Catherine Southon, director of

theChislehurst-basedauction
house, said of the300-lot sale,
which compriseda single
collectionput together during
the lifetimeof anenthusiast
whose interestwasmainly
north Londonmemorabilia:“It
created anenormous amount
of excitement among collectors
anddealers of transport
ephemera, andwewere
delightedwith the results achieved.”

MEMORIESof theLancashire&Yorkshire
andLondon&NorthWestern railways
wereacore themeof the350-lot auction
of theNigelThornleymodel train
collectionheldbyHansonsof Etwall,
Derbyshire, onSeptember11,with the
highestpricebeing£1800 for anaward-
winningO-gaugemodelof L&YClass8
‘Dreadnought’4-6-0No. 1525.

Other L&Y four-figure O-gauge
realisations were £1200 for 0-4-0T
railmotor No. 8 and £1100 for
another railmotor, and the leading
LNWR realisation was £1250 for
a scratchbuilt O-gauge Class C1
compound 0-8-0 No. 2545.

Nigel’s railway interest, however,
stretched into the post-Grouping era,
as illustrated by Bachmann gauge 1

L&Ymemories as Nigel Thornley
collection goes under the hammer

Nigel Thornley, a Lancashire&
YorkshireRailwayenthusiastwhose
model train collectionwas soldby
HansonsofDerbyshireonSeptember
11.HANSONS

LMS Princess Coronation Pacific
No. 46246 City ofManchester (£1700)
and LNER A4 No. 60030 Golden Fleece
in O-gauge (£1200). The GWR also
featured in the leading realisations,
with an O-gauge No. 3440 City of
Truromade by Sancheng of China
selling for £1000.

Although comprising mainly O,
OO and gauge 1 models, the auction
also included railwayana – mostly
signalling equipment – and railway
photographs, postcards, books and
DVDs that Nigel, who died earlier
this year at the age of 72, had
accumulated over 70 years.

His interest started at the age of
just 18 months, when he was given
his first train set, and as a teenager

he helped restore L&Y Class 21 ‘Pug’
0-4-0ST No. 51218 at the Keighley
&Worth Valley Railway, and also
became a founding member of the
railway’s Preservation Society.

With his love of the L&Y burning
bright, Nigel was an avid modeller
of the railway’s locomotives and
rolling stock, and his enthusiasm
was typified by his involvement with
Manchester’s archives, helping to
ensure that as much information as
possible was recorded there, a role
that meant spending many hours
searching the internet and other
sources for L&Y items which he
bought for the archives.

He was also a member and
supporter of many other railway

societies and heritage trusts,
and was regularly seen at model
railway exhibitions.

One family memory of Nigel, who
hailed from Chester, was that as a
12-year-old he often went to his local
signalbox to help out, but on one visit
he had to hide when an inspector
called. However, he was discovered,
and the inspector asked him a series
of questions about signalboxes and
how they were operated, and he
even had to demonstrate the correct
way to operate the levers. Finally,
to the relief of both Nigel and the
signalman, the inspector told them
both: “The lad can stay.”

Hansons’ train and railwayana
specialist Mark Holder said: “Nigel’s
collection was a joy to bring to
market, and the response from
bidders was a tribute to his railway
knowledge and expertise.”The
auction was held live online and by
telephone or commission, and prices
quoted exclude buyer’s premium of
25% (+ VAT).
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FIVEnameplates fromthepre-Grouping,
BigFourandBRerashavebeenaddedto
GWRailwayana’sNovember13auction,
bringingto13thenumberofmain line
plates thatwillbegoingunderSimon
Turner’shammer.

The oldest of the newly-arrived
quintet is PrincessMargaret, from
Star class 4-6-0 No. 4056, built at
Swindon in July 1914 and the last of
the 73-strong class to be withdrawn,
from Bristol Bath Road (82A) in
October 1957 with 2,074,338 miles on
the clock. In support will be another
GWR plate, CockingtonManor from
No. 7806, which was outshopped by
Swindon in March 1938 and taken out

Five + eight = 13 nameplates to
go under the GWRA hammer

of service in November 1964 when
allocated to Oxley,Wolverhampton
(2B).

From the Southern Railway comes
Sir Lionel, carried by King Arthur
No. 30786, an August 1925 North
British Locomotive Company product
that was withdrawn from Eastleigh
(71A) in August 1959, and finally of
the steam representatives, Palestine
from LMS Jubilee No. 45623, built at
Crewe in October 1934 and ending
its service days in July 1964 when
a resident of Manchester’s Newton
Heath depot (9D).

The fifth of the five is Implacable,
from Class 50 Co-Co diesel

D439/50039, built by
English Electric at Vulcan
Foundry in October 1968
for service on theWCML and
withdrawn in June 1989. Details of
other nameplates and locomotive
items which had been consigned
earlier to the auction were in last
month’s column.

Other new arrivals include the
whistle from LNER A3 Pacific
No. 60059 Tracery, London
Underground platform roundels
Waterloo, King’s Cross St. Pancras,

Oxford Circus
and Arsenal,

and an auction
first-timer, SR target

platform sign Clapham, from
an ex-SECR station betweenVictoria
and Brixton.

The auction starts at 9.30am, and
bids will be live online or by email,
telephone or commission. It will be
preceded the previous day, November
12, by a 350-lot sale of posters,
paintings, shedplates, carriage prints
and clocks.

Single collectionsmakeSeptembera
bonanzamonth formodel trainenthusiasts
SEPTEMBERwasabonanzamonthfor
model traincollectors,withnofewer than
fiveauctionsbeingheldupanddownthe
country.Twoof themwererunbyHansons
onSeptember11andDreweattson
September21, (seeseparate reports in this
column),while theother threewereheldby
VectisofThornabyonSeptember24,David
DugglebyofScarboroughonSeptember
23,andGildingsofMarketHarboroughon
September14.
Thebest-sellingmodels in theVectis sale,

each at £800,were aCarette ofGermany
Gauge1 clockwork 4-4-0numbered2350
andanO-gauge LNERA4No. 4494Osprey
madebyAceTrains of London, followedby
two furtherAceTrains’models in the same
gauge, SRWest Country PacificNo. 34011
Tavistock (£700), andaClass 9F 2-10-0 in
GWR livery carrying the fictitious identity
No. 92258GJChurchward (£600).Thiswas
in fact thenamegiven toGWR-designed,
BR-built Castle class 4-6-0No. 7017. Prices
excludebuyer’s premiumof 25% (incVAT).

Hornby success
Overat Scarborough, the salebyDavid
Dugglebyauctions comprisinga single
collectionof130mostlyOO-gauge
locomotivesand thousandsof itemsof
rolling stock,washeadedbyaHornbyDublo
0-6-2TNo. 2594 inSouthern livery,which
went for £650, shadowedbyanotherHornby
model, ofGWRNo. 5002LudlowCastle
(£500). Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof
20%(+VAT).
Themodels hadbeen collectedovermore

than threedecadesby retired council officer
AdrianBatty of Brough, EastYorkshire,who
died last year, andmanywere still in their
original packaging. Itwas the first time the
auctionhousehaddevotedanentire sale to
a single ownermodel railway collection.
AnAceTrains’O-gaugeA4No. 12

CommonwealthofAustraliawas the top
seller at £500 inGildings’auction.The
model, in LNERblue livery, captured abrief
moment in the27-year career of thePacific,
as it carried theNo. 12 for only 16months,
fromJanuary 1947untilMay1948,whenBR
renumbered it 60012.

LNER is favourite
The229-lot auctioncompriseda single
collectionofOandOO-gaugemodelsof
locomotives, rolling stockandaccessories
thathadbeenput together froman
early agebyanLNERenthusiast from
Northumberland.He started the collection
afterhis father, amastermarinerwhodied
at sea inWorldWarTwo,gavehimhisfirst
model train.
AndrewSmith,Gildings’model railway

specialist, said:“The collection’s ownerwas
fascinatedbynewandsecond-handmodels
aswell as theirworkinghistory,with the
LNERbeinghis favourite, especially if it
was amodel of a locomotivehehad seen
running.”Anexampleof this, saidAndrew,
was anAceTrains’O-gaugemodel of A3
No. 60051BlinkBonny, whichhehad seen
in the early 1960s andwhich sold for £380.
Prices excludebuyer’s premiumof 20% (+
VAT).

King takes the crown,
but Midland Railway
4-4-0 isn’t far behind
LIVE steammodels in5ingaugeheadedDreweatts’transport sale
onSeptember21,with the leading realisationof£11,000being
achievedbyGWRNo. 6019KingHenryV, as reported in thenews
sectionof this issue.

Behind came Midland Railway 990 class 4-4-0 No. 999,
which went under the hammer for £7000. The locomotive on
which the model was based emerged from Derby in 1909 and
was a regular on the challenging Settle-Carlisle route before
its withdrawal by the LMS as No. 809 in 1929.

The 5in gauge leaders were followed by two gauge 1
models and a pair of 3½in gauge examples, the former being
Royal Bavarian State Railways’Gt 2x4/4 class 0-8-8-0T No. 5772
at £3000 and LMS Princess Coronation Pacific No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland (£2800).

First of the 3½in gauge representatives was LNER Ivatt
Atlantic C1 class No. 3298 which fetched £2000, while
Canadian National Railway 2-8-0 No. 8342 went for £1500,
a price matched by a set of four 5in gauge BRWestern
Region coaches.

The final four-figure realisations were both of BR models,
comprising a part-built 5in gauge Class 9F 2-10-0 (£1400)
andWD class 2-8-0 No. 90567 in 2½in gauge (£1300). Prices
exclude buyer’s premium of 25% (+ VAT).
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AWOODEN signbearing the
instruction in lead letters‘All
coals to bepaid for ondelivery’
sold for £1010 at aThirsk
Railwayana sale on September
18. It is believed to have come
fromPotto station,whichwas
openedby theNorthYorkshire &
ClevelandRailway inMarch 1857
and closedbyBR to passengers
in 1954 and to freight four
years later.

Ornate bridge relic
Two further station signs that
each sold for £700were a
BR(M) totem fromCarnforth
and a StationMaster enamel
doorplate,while an ornate
cast-iron 4ft 5in high lamppost
from the railway swingbridge
at Selby used for supporting
early navigation lanterns sold
for £420.

TheGrade II-listeddouble-
trackbridge across theRiver
Ousewasopenedby theNorth
EasternRailway in February
1891, carried ECML traffic until
1983, and is still usedby trains
betweenHull andLeeds. In
2014NetworkRail carriedout a
£14million refurbishment, the
most significantworkon the
bridge since its opening123
years earlier.

Scottish totem
Close behind the lamppost at
£410 camea second totem, from
theBR Scottish Region station of
Blairhill. Prices excludebuyer’s
premiumof 12% (+VAT).
The auctionwas the first

atThirsk in front of a live
saleroomaudience since the
Covidpandemic, andashe
assessed theday’s proceedings,
auctioneerMichaelHarrison said:
“Wedidn’t knowwhat to expect,
and Iwas a little bit surprised to
behonest, as the saleroomwas
full and theprices excellent.We
havehad three very goodonline
auctionsduring the lockdowns,
but thiswas almost thebestwe
haveever had.”

APAIRofpreandpost-Grouping
nameplateswill be fighting their corner
inGreatCentral’sninthmonthly200-lot
auctiononOctober30,butenthusiasts
ofWelshstandardandnarrowgauge
railwayswill haveaneyeon four lotsnot
farbelowthe top level.

The plates are Alfred Fletcher from
LNWR Claughton class 4-6-0 No
1327, built at Crewe in May 1913 and
withdrawn by the LMS as No. 5908
in September 1936, andWellington
from SR Schools class 4-4-0 No. 30902,
an April 1930 Eastleigh product
that was pensioned off from south
London’s Nine Elms shed (70A) in
December 1962.

Welsh interest will be centred on a
cabside numberplate, a worksplate,
a handlamp, and a carriage
numberplate. The cabside is from
GWR‘Dukedog’No. 9005, which
emerged from Swindon in September
1936 as a rebuild incorporating the
boiler from Duke class No. 3255 and
frames from Bulldog No. 3413.

It entered traffic carrying the
named Earl of Devon, but this was

Narrow gauge to provide Welsh interest
as LMS and Southern fight their corner

FromScotland
toSkegness in
poster sale
LNERposters issued in1930
promotingScotlandandSkegness
will feature in avintageposter auction
beingheldbyOnslowsonNovember
26.The former, titled‘EastCoast Route
toScotland,’was theworkof Frank
Mason (1875-1965), depicts anA3
Pacificon‘TheFlyingScotsman’, and is
estimatedatup to£6000.
The Skegness poster, which

carries a top estimate of £2000, was
thework of JohnHassall (1868-
1948) and shows the iconic‘Jolly
Fisherman’skipping along the
beach under the title‘Skegness is so
bracing.’The auction is live online
and starts at 1pm.

transferred to Castle class No. 5048
in August 1937 after the GWR
directors complained that the
‘Dukedog’ locomotives looked too
old-fashioned to be named after
them. Ironically, although a far more
modern-looking engine, No. 5048 was
built five months before the 4-4-0, in
April 1936. No. 9005 was withdrawn
from Oswestry (89A) in July 1959,
having previously been allocated to
Machynlleth (89C) in the heart of the
Cambrian Railways’system.

The worksplate is from Hunslet
Engine Co 0-4-0ST Gwynedd that was
built for the 1ft 10¾in gauge Penrhyn
Quarry Railway (works’No. 316) in
1883 and survives in preservation at

Bressingham Steam Museum, while
the handlamp is from the 2ft 6in
gaugeWelshpool & Llanfair Railway
and is marked Llanfair Caereinion
pw (permanent way). Finally from
the world ofWelsh narrow gauge
railways is a plate numbered 20 from
a workmen’s carriage that ran on the
1ft 11½in gauge Ffestiniog Railway.

Carriageboards from‘The Mid-day
Scot’and‘Ocean Liner Express’will
also be going under the hammer, the
latter not from a SR train as might be
expected but one introduced by the
GWR in 1931 that ran non-stop from
London Paddington to Plymouth
Millbay. The auction will be live online
and starts at 10am.

‘Stressful but with positives’ as Bristol reopens its
saleroom after nearly two years of online sales
STRESSFULbutwithpositivesandgood
feedback–thatwas thereactionofBristol
Railwayana’s JonBaulchafterhisOctober
3saleatStokeGifford, the first live
saleroomauctionhehadheld fornearly
twoyearsduetotheCovidpandemic.

“It was very stressful, as there were
a lot of extra things to consider when
setting up the venue and having a lot
of people in a confined space, but I am
blessed with sensible customers who
for the most part were good-natured

and appreciative of the efforts that go
into putting on a live event,”he said.

Social gathering
“Themainpositivewas the feedback
frompeoplewhodonot likeonline
auctions, anda few individualswho
havenowebaccess at all.Wealso
providedavenue for stallholderswho
arenot facilitatedbyonlineauctions,
and fromthe social aspect therewere
manypeople catchingupwith friends

for the first time inalmost twoyears.”
The leading realisation in the 435-lot

sale was £400 for a brass Annett’s
key from Keynsham ground frame
between Bristol and Bath, followed
at £380 for a BR(W) ticket enquiries
enamel sign and £350 for a cabside
numberplate from GWR 0-6-2T
No. 5629, built at Swindon in August
1925 and withdrawn from Abercynon
(88E) in May 1964. Bristol Railwayana
does not charge a buyer’s premium.

Signdelivers
toppriceand
lamppost
swings into
action
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PRESERVED LINE PROFILE

HONEYBOURNE:
HONEYPOT OR HONEYTRAP?
Forty years after it set out to restore the Stratford-upon-Avon to Cheltenham line, the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway has been offered a chunk of the trackbed for
another extension. Will it take the opportunity – and should it, asks Toby Jennings?
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From a fairly early stage, our railway
preservation movement has been geared
towards extensions. First, we set out

simply to save existing railways – but as we
gained confidence and support, we looked
to expand those railways, and then to start
up entirely new lines on long-abandoned
trackbeds.
It is probably fair to say that the vast

majority of heritage lines at some time and
in some form or another have harboured an
idea for an extension, even if not a full-blown
plan. And understandably so. After all,
our movement can only survive and thrive
by inspiring and motivating the army of
volunteers who are its lifeblood. Having such
ambitions – even if those volunteers know in
their heart of hearts that it’s a very long-term
aspiration at best – can do that.

But we are now entering a very different
era of preservation. An era in which the
shock of a global pandemic and almost
losing the gem that is the Llangollen Railway
have reminded us all how fortunate we are
to have what we’ve got. An era in which
the ever-increasing costs of restorations,
overhauls and operations and a diminishing
base of ageing volunteers raises the question
of whether we can continue to maintain
what we have. An era when, in the face of
growing environmental concerns, our use
of coal and oil-burning machines will be
subject to ever greater scrutiny – and it will
get ever more expensive and difficult to
source that fuel.
In short, an era where, just because a

heritage line can extend, does not necessarily
mean it should.

So what do you do when you already have a
comfortably long railway (some might argue
already too long), running through beautiful
scenery and linking two popular tourist
destinations, but someone offers you another
4½ miles of trackbed that will give you a main
line connection and may potentially bring in
even more business, but is also going to be a
monumental maintenance headache?
That is the question facing the

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway, as it
celebrates its 40th anniversary year.

Yearsofachievement
As an example of what determined
volunteers can achieve, this line is up
there with preservation’s finest. When the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway plc
first moved into the derelict Toddington
station in 1981, the team found only a bare
trackbed and a handful of derelict buildings
that had been lucky enough to escape the
demolition gangs. Small wonder that, when
BR ripped up the track during 1979 and
1980, The Railway Magazine commented that
“surely all hopes of ever seeing this railway
restored have been thwarted”, and that so
many others dismissed the G/WR’s stated aim
– “to reopen as much as possible of the former
Stratford-upon-Avon to Cheltenham railway”
– as a mere pipe dream.
Yet four decades on, they have done it – or

certainly a significant chunk of it: a 15-
mile line, exactly half the original length
of the route, running between the spa town
of Cheltenham and the historic village of
Broadway, one of the most popular tourist
spots in the Cotswolds. Railway buildings
either magnificently restored to their Great
Western glory, moved brick-by-brick from
elsewhere and rebuilt here with such care
that you can’t see the join, or built from
scratch as closely as possible to original GWR
structures. A fleet of large main line steam
and diesel locomotives that many other lines
would envy, mostly of classes that worked
over the line in its heyday.
It’s a railway that really does seem to have it

all – but there is one thing missing in places.
It’s a small detail but in the context of what
we’re about to discuss, it’s worth highlighting.
Clickety-clack.
When the railway constructed the extension

to Cheltenham Racecourse in the early years
of the 21st century, it opted for continuously
welded rail on the section through Bishops
Cleeve to minimise the noise of the trains for
local residents. Which was fair enough, but
when the northern extension to Broadway was
laid, much of this too was long-welded – this
time to reduce not only the labour-intensive
maintenance required for jointed track, but
wear and tear on the rolling stock.
For what is, let’s remind ourselves, still a

virtually all-volunteer railway with only eight
paid members of staff, that, too, was fair
enough. But it does rather beg the question:
if your volunteers are already stretched to
maintain and operate a 15-mile railway, is
extending another 4½ miles really such a
great idea?

Stringsattached
What has raised that question is an offer
from Railway Paths Ltd to give the G/WR
the trackbed between the line’s northern
terminus of Broadway and the main line at
Honeybourne, instead of building a cyclepath
on it.

HawksworthModifiedHall 4-6-0
No. 7903ForemarkeHall runs round
the first steam-hauled train toarrive
at theGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway’s rebuilt Broadway
station, anempty stockworking
forgauging trials onMarch9, 2018.
This view is lookingnorth towards
Honeybourne. JACK BOSKETT
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RPL – which, despite its limited status, is a
charity – owns just over 200 miles of disused
railway trackbeds that were transferred to
it from the British Rail Residuary Board
following the privatisation of the national
network. However, as detailed in issue 284
and in this issue’s news pages, it now wishes
to hand over the Broadway-Honeybourne
trackbed, and its section of the Appleby-
Warcop line in Cumbria, to the respective
preserved lines with aspirations to reopen
them. This could give the G/WR one other
thing it is missing – a main line connection,
with the Oxford-Worcester North Cotswold
route at Honeybourne. With the track still
in place from there to the former MoD depot
at Long Marston, this would help pave the
way for an eventual link further north to
Stratford-upon-Avon, completing the dream
of the railway’s founders.

During a recent upgrade of the North
Cotswold line, Network Rail made passive
provision for the G/WR to run into
Honeybourne station, while the possibility of
reopening the line to Stratford is the subject
of a study funded by the Government’s
Restoring Your Railways scheme. All this,
as reported in issue 283, coincides with calls
from the All-Party Parliamentary Group for
Heritage Rail for steam lines to play a greater
public transport role, especially those with
main line connections.
So, a no-brainer of an extension on which

the G/WR should press ‘go’ as soon as
possible? Not necessarily – there’s a catch.
More than 40 years after the line’s closure,

many of the bridges on the Broadway-
Honeybourne section are in poor condition,
and the road overbridges are held up with
steel props or brick pillars.

How have they been allowed to get into
that state? When we put this question to RPL
director David Pemberton, he replied: “The
bridges are pretty much in the condition they
were left by BR. We only maintain structures
to a safe standard for a path, not to railway
strength, because it would be an inappropriate
use of the charity’s money.”
Furthermore, it appears that the

Department for Transport would be unwilling
to approve the transfer of the trackbeds on
the grounds that “heritage railways cannot
provide a sufficiently strong covenant to
secure the continuing maintenance of road
bridges” – and so any transfer would have to
be to the local authorities, which would then
lease the trackbeds to the preserved lines.
“In the 40 years since we started, the world

has moved on,” said G/WR chairman Richard
Johnson. “We bought the line from the BR
Property Board and it came with the bridges,
but now they (the DfT) won’t consider us
taking it on.”

Manyaslip…
The G/WR knows more than many railways
about the costs, trials and tribulations of
maintaining ageing infrastructure. During
2010 and 2011, it suffered serious embankment
slips at Gotherington and Chicken Curve, near
Winchcombe – the latter severing the line for
the best part of two years until funds could be
raised for the necessary repairs.
Chicken Curve in particular had a history of

instability; it was the derailment of a freight
train here in 1976 that triggered the line’s
closure. It was a legacy of the route’s hasty
construction in the early 20th century – the
ground had not even been cleared prior to
building the embankments, and beneath
the one at Gotherington was a layer of
decomposed 1906 grass that, in the words
of G/WR press officer Ian Crowder, “had
turned into an oily substance on which the
embankment slipped.
“We found grass seeds, and our then civil

engineering director Darren Fairlie took them

Bigmain lineengines suchas
ForemarkeHallarea far cry from
theG/WR’s firstworking steam
locomotive,Avonside0-4-0T
CadburyNo.1, picturedwitha two-
coachpush-pullworkingabouthalf a
mile fromToddington in the springof
1985, a year after servicesbegan. The
widthof thedouble-track formation
canbeclearly seen. JOHN LEES/
RESTORATION&ARCHIVING TRUST

What thepreservationists startedwith: Toddington in1982,with sometrackalready laid. Thebuilding, goods
shedandsignalbox survivebut theplatformhadbeenbulldozed.RESTORATION&ARCHIVING TRUST



Heritagerailway.co.uk 77

home to try and grow them, but I don’t know
if he succeeded!”
More recently, there were two more slips,

also at Gotherington and Winchcombe,
the latter caused by rainwater soakaways
from new houses near the top of a cutting.
Fortunately, both were on the opposite side
of the double-track formation to the running
line, and the Gotherington slip has been
repaired by soil nailing and piles, while work
will start at Winchcombe in November.
This, however, has set the railway back

another £500,000 and, says Richard, “there
is some movement north of Toddington that
we’re monitoring, and we’re doing a lot of
work on the drainage all the time.”

Bridges too far?
When its existing line requires so much work
and expense, then, the G/WR is right to be
cautious about taking on the trackbed to
Honeybourne. Preservation history already
has enough examples of railways over-
stretching themselves to build extensions and
coming to the brink of collapse as a result.
Could an extension to Honeybourne be a step
too far?
It’s been claimed that to repair all the

bridges on this section would cost £10-12
million, though Richard cautioned: “I’ve no
idea where those figures came from – as far as
I know, nobody’s ever done an inspection.
“But we know what it costs to maintain

the bridges we are responsible for. We have a
regular programme of inspections to Network
Rail standard and an ongoing programme
of work.
“One bridge, Stanton, north of Toddington,

is due for major repairs to the steelwork over
the next year. We haven’t got a quote from the
contractor yet – it’s gone out to tender – but it
will be several hundred thousand pounds.”
In similar vein, he said, the railway does

not have any estimate for what the extension
could cost in total, except that it would
certainly be a figure in the millions.
“It’d be massively expensive,” he added,

“and we would end up with an extension to
Honeybourne – which is a residential area,
a large housing estate, which doesn’t offer
a destination.
“It would completely change our operations.

We’d need to run three trains rather than
two, so we would have to maintain extra
coaches, house extra locos, and we’d need a
lot more volunteers.
“Would it be too long? For a lot of people

with children, 15 miles is long enough
anyway. We couldn’t realistically raise the
ticket price much, and would people pay it?
“Would the cost and effort of the extension

be worthwhile for the number of extra
passengers? We’ve got a successful business as
it is running from Cheltenham to Broadway,
and before Covid we were making significant
profit to invest in the railway.
“There are lots of other things we want to

do, and we have enough that we need to spend
on developing the railway.”

Enhanced facilities
The G/WR has invested a not inconsiderable
£500,000 on new facilities at Toddington for
its 900 volunteers, including a messroom,
showers and training rooms, together with an
extension to the machine shop, all housed in
a sympathetically designed extension to the
original GWR goods shed. In no particular
order of priority, there is a long list of similar

projects and improvements to be made
around the existing railway.
Elsewhere at Toddington, the G/WR

recently took over the adjacent garden centre
site. Plans for its development, said Ian, are
likely to include an improved café, a bigger
shop, an interpretation centre and possibly a
small museum. “Basically it’ll be a reception
area to make visitors feel welcome, like a
National Trust property,” he said. “That’s the
sort of feel we want to get across.”
At the new northern terminus, the new-

build GWR station at Broadway – though
already much praised for its authenticity
and attention to detail – is by no means
complete. Platform two still needs to be
surfaced, a waiting room added, and the
former Henley-in-Arden footbridge needs
to have its steps installed. This winter, it is
planned to connect the semaphore signalling
to the signalbox, a replica of the one further
down the Stratford-Birmingham main line
at Shirley.
Perhaps most importantly of all, the

carriage and wagon maintenance facility at
Winchcombe needs to be expanded, and a
carriage shed built to shelter the fleet from
the weather. There are two possible sites for
the latter, on either side of the running line.
“We want to be able to do exams on eight-

coach rakes under cover, and have the DMU
under cover to maintain,” said Richard. “We
are looking at options but post-pandemic, the

most important thing is to survive the winter
with no income.
“Any proposals to enhance the railway

must have a business case. Why do people
think extending the railway is the be-all and
end-all?”

North or south?
If the G/WR does have its heart set
on a further extension, though, and if
Honeybourne is considered to be potentially
too expensive for insufficient gain, is there
any case for looking south rather than north?
Although the heritage line owns only a

further half-mile of trackbed, south of its
current railhead at Hunting Butts Tunnel,
some of the formation further into the town
is intact and used as a footpath. Even if it
were only a DMU shuttle, could a park-and-
ride service, using the extensive car park at
the Racecourse station, help to ease traffic
congestion in Cheltenham?
“If we had the support of the council and

a great deal of money, yes, it might be a
possibility,” said Richard, “but it’s something
for the future.”
Rebuilding the line right through the centre

of Cheltenham to reach the main line would
likely prove even more difficult and costly
than reaching Honeybourne – but one of the
railway’s founders and its first chairman,
Tim Bazeley, has put forward an alternative
scheme involving the construction of an

G/WR

GLOUCESTERSHIREWARWICKSHIRE
RAILWAYANDPOSSIBLE EXTENSION
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entirely new formation, for 1350 metres,
across the fields from just west of the
Racecourse station to link up with the former
Midland main line (see map).
“I costed it four years ago and it came to

£600,000, including sub-contractors and
purchase of the land,” he said. “Even if you
round it up to £1 million at today’s figures,
that’s peanuts.
“The G/WR has a substantial realisable

asset worth several million pounds, which
could fund such a venture without the need
for a new share issue, in the 4.2 acres of line
to the south of Swindon Lane Bridge, which
could be sold for landfill and subsequent
residential development. (The land between
Swindon Road Bridge and Hunting Butts
cutting could be retained and twin-tracked
for use as race day stock storage).
“However, if Network Rail (jointly funded

perhaps by a combination of the Jockey
Club, the G/WR, Great Western Railway and
Gloucestershire County and Cheltenham
Borough Councils?) was to construct the new
line, the picture could be very different.
“Network Rail could construct a twin-track

line to a new, northern, park-and-ride station
with a single-line connection to the G/WR,
and pedestrians could access the new station
from the racecourse’s northern car park via
an Evesham Road underpass.
“Such a connection would provide Network

Rail with a large increase in siding capacity
(to store racecourse specials, for instance)
and would enable it to accommodate
southbound Bristol and London trains at the
park-and-ride facility, thus greatly relieving
the pressure on Cheltenham’s Lansdown
station.
“Such a link could be of considerable

benefit to all the other parties involved. For
Cheltenham Borough Council, it would
eliminate the race traffic congestion from
Lansdown station and reduce rail-user road
traffic from the north. For the Jockey Club
it would provide direct connections for race
day specials, without compromising the G/
WR’s existing operations. For the G/WR,
it could provide main line access for stock
movements and incoming railtours (and the
possible introduction of a weekday rush-hour
DMU service?).”
As reported in issue 266, Gloucestershire

County Council has considered this
proposal, together with reinstating the
original line, in its March 2020 Rail
Investment Strategy. However, it concluded
that either option would be very expensive
for only a limited gain.
Richard is also sceptical – not only that

a new formation and a connection into a
high-speed main line could be built for such
a small sum, but also of what the G/WR
would have to gain. His views on this matter,
controversial though they may be to some,
are worth hearing.
“Having a main line connection can create

difficulties for virtually no benefit,” he said.
“What is the benefit of having a train off the
main line onto our railway? Ask that, and it
goes quiet.
“When you have an incoming railtour, you

have to plan the whole day around it. It can
screw up your entire timetable, and all you
get is the £1500 access fee.
“People talk about a main line connection

as though it’s a honeypot,” he concluded,
“but it’s not. We already run our own trains
to the races and make money, so why bring
in someone else’s train?”
It may sound as though as the G/WR is

putting forward only the negative side of
the argument, but that’s not the case. The
line’s previous chairman, Alan Bielby, has
previously been quoted as stating, with regard
to the Honeybourne ambitions, “if they come
south, we will go north.”
By ‘they’, he meant Network Rail – in other

words, if the Stratford to Long Marston
section was indeed reopened as part of the
national network, then Honeybourne would
become a much more attractive goal. For,
instead of extending simply to a residential
area, this would mean that the G/WR, the
tourist spot of Broadway, and the other

“If Stratford to Long
Marston reopened, it
would be a whole different
scenario – there would be
some pressure on us to
close that gap.”
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beautiful parts of the Cotswolds that the
heritage line serves, would suddenly be
directly plugged in to the huge catchment area
of the West Midlands.
And this, Richard confirms, remains the

railway’s view now. “If Stratford to Long
Marston reopened, it would be a whole
different scenario – there would be some
pressure on us to close that gap.”
The situation, then, is not that the

Honeybourne extension is the wrong idea, but
that this is not the right time. What the G/WR
certainly does propose is to ensure that the
door remains open for it to happen one day.

Richard concludes: “What we want the local
authority or DfT to do is keep it open and not
sell off bits.
“So if and when Stratford to Long Marston

opens, there’s an opportunity for future
generations on our railway to expand.”
Forty years after it first set out with its dream

of rebuilding the Stratford-Cheltenham line,
the G/WR has gone a long way to achieving
that goal – and is now taking a sensible and
pragmatic approach to the future.
But the dream is still there, and just as long

as that trackbed can be protected, it won’t
disappear.

Illustrating theproximityof theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway to the formerMidland
RailwayBirmingham-Bristolmain linenear
Cheltenham,Class 47No. 47105heads towards the
Racecourse stationonSeptember25,whileCastle
No. 7029ClunCastlehauls theVintageTrains ‘SLS
Special’, bound for Swindon.G/WR founderTim
Bazeleyhasproposedanewsectionof railway to
link these two lines further southat theRacecourse
station itself. Ironically,ClunCastleworked the
last steam-hauledpassenger trainover the
Cheltenham-Stratfordmain line inBRdays– the
12.30pmPenzance-WolverhamptononSeptember
4, 1965. JACK BOSKETT
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S&D GALA SPECIAL

To welcome the Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust,
the Mid-Hants Railway made its Autumn Steam
Gala a celebration of the much-loved S&D,
reports Toby Jennings.

Right:Workingover
theMid-Hants line
for the first timesince
the1960s, BR4MT
2-6-4TNo. 80151
entersMedstead&
FourMarksonavery
wetOctober2.
DON BENN

Above:BulleidWest
CountryPacific
No.34092CityofWells
approachesRopley
during theMid-Hants
Railway’sAutumn
SteamGalaon
October3.Note that
theSouthernRegion
discs aredisplaying
theSomerset&
Dorsetheadcode for a
passenger train.
DAVE RYDING

THE MENDIPS
COME TO THE ‘ALPS’
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With steam roaring from its safety
valves, BR black 7F No. 53808 pulls
away from the terminus and swings

over the points with a mixed rake of Southern
Region green Mk.1, Bulleid and BR maroon
coaches in tow. Passing the green-and-cream
painted signalbox, the fireman picks up the
single-line token, and then another deafening
roar erupts from the chimney as the engine
starts digging into the steep gradient.
The rails are wet after a morning’s rain

but the 7F strides confidently up the bank
as the gradient steepens, never showing the
slightest hint of losing its feet. It’s doing just
what it was designed for, hill-climbing, and
it’s loving it.
Over the summit and it continues on

its way, passing a West Country Pacific
heading the other way with a set of ‘blood
and custard’ and green stock. Further down
the line, we meet a BR 4MT 2-6-0 on one
side and an Ivatt 2-6-2T with a freight in the
siding on the other, and at journey’s end find
a Southern Region BR Standard 4MT tank
simmering in the platform.
It may be a fair way from either Somerset or

Dorset, and Alton and Alresford are certainly
not Bath Green Park or Bournemouth West,
but the Mid-Hants Railway’s Autumn Steam
Gala of October 1-3 nonetheless evoked the
spirit of the legendary Somerset & Dorset
Joint Railway in its 1950s heyday.

New museum
The event was held as a way of welcoming the
Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust to its new
home as it moves its vast collection of S&D
artefacts out of its previous base of Washford
on the West Somerset Railway, after the WSR
plc gave the trust notice to quit the site.

The gala thus included the opening of a new
S&D museum display in the upstairs room of
the goods shed at Alresford, using just part
of the trust’s collection – which its chairman
Ian Young estimates to total nearly 40,000
items, including small things like buttons.
One of the bigger relics, the signalbox from
Burnham-on-Sea, has also arrived on the
MHR at Ropley.
“It’s a small start, but a statement of intent,”

said MHR general manager Simon Baggott,
of the new museum. “Obviously there’s a lot
more that could go on display, but we don’t
want to put everything on display and create
a cluttered atmosphere – we want to make
it approachable.”
He called the move the S&D Trust’s

Deviation project, comparing it to the
construction of the Ffestiniog Railway’s
extension to Blaenau. “Relative to the size of
the organisation, it’s probably not far off the
same kind of challenge,” he said.
“I think people underestimate the amount

of work involved in moving a museum, even
for a large one with lots of resources – so for
the S&D Trust to do it, I think, has been an
absolutely heroic undertaking.
“We’ve helped as much as we can but we

are limited in how much when we’re trying
to recover from the Covid pandemic at the
same time.”
In the week leading up to the gala, matters

were made even more difficult as many of
Britain’s petrol stations ran dry of fuel. Izzy
Highmore, the Watercress Line’s head of
events and the museum project manager, and
S&D trustee Roger Hardingham, said that as
a result, the transport of some of the artefacts
was delayed and the display was only finished
on the night before the gala.

“It’s a small start, but a statement of intent.”

CityofWellswaits atMedstead&FourMarkswhile SDJR7F2-8-0No. 53808 rolls in fromAlton for the tokenexchangeonOctober1. JAMES CORBEN
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Organising the event had been a fraught
process for the MHR itself, too. Having
decided on the S&D theme, it then had to find
two visiting engines appropriate to the cross-
country line over the Mendips.
One was Bulleid West Country 4-6-2

No. 34092 City of Wells from the East
Lancashire Railway, making its first visit to
the MHR and a rare appearance on ‘home’
Southern Region territory.
This locomotive travelled over S&D metals

on at least one occasion – for its naming
ceremony at its namesake city in November
1949, which entailed strengthening the track
on the Glastonbury-Wells branch to take its
weight, and is representative of a class that
became synonymous with the S&D’s famous
‘Pines Express’ in the 1950s.
The second guest, however, was more

problematic. Originally in the frame was
the Severn Valley Railway’s BR Standard
4MT 4-6-0 No. 75069 (another ex-Southern
Region machine and also a member of a class
that worked on the S&D), but the SVR was
unable to release it – nor could the North
Norfolk Railway spare the other surviving 7F,
No. 53809. “We wanted a 9F, but we couldn’t
get one,” Simon said.
The Bluebell Railway finally came to the

rescue, agreeing to loan BR 4MT 2-6-4T
No. 80151, in its first visit away from Bluebell
metals since it returned to steam from Barry
scrapyard condition in 2001.
While not a former S&D engine itself,

No. 80151 represented the class that handled
much of the S&D’s declining passenger traffic
from 1963 until closure in 1966. It was also
very appropriate to the MHR in its own right,
for it regularly worked over the line during
the final year of its BR service, when it was
allocated to Eastleigh shed.
Together with the 7F, resident BR 4MT

2-6-0 No. 76017, and Ivatt 2MT tank
No. 41312, these made a perfect broad brush-
stroke display of S&D history. The only
engine that didn’t fit was the MHR’s ‘Thomas
the Tank Engine’, or ‘Dave’ as it’s known
at the line – converted Hunslet Austerity
0-6-0ST No. 3781 of 1952 – which spent the
weekend on station pilot duties at Alton.

Authentic recreations
In one interesting combination, the 7F was
paired with a train of ballast hoppers on the
Friday – not something that springs to mind
as a typical duty for the class, but dig into
the albums of famous S&D photographer Ivo
Peters and you will indeed find pictures of 7Fs
on such trains during engineering work on
the route.
“For every train we ran over the weekend,

we tried to find some kind of historical
precedent,” said Simon.
“We had an impromptu movement on the

Sunday morning when we needed to move the
Southern BY van from Alresford. City of Wells
did it, and there is a precedent for that on a
short parcels train.”
Similarly, for the highlight of the Sunday – a

non-stop 10-coach ‘Pines Express’ hauled by
the Bulleid Pacific – the railway deliberately

placed the Ivatt on the rear of the train rather
than double-heading it to recreate the days
when the ‘Mickey Mouse’ tanks were used as
bankers on Parkstone Bank.”
“We aim to put on a show with everything

we do,” he added. “It’s not just about running
train services.”
People obviously appreciated the spectacle,

for he reported that the passenger numbers
were “slightly up” on last year’s autumn gala
with Jubilee No. 45596 Bahamas. On that
occasion, numbers were restricted to 400 per
day, whereas this time the limit was 750.
“We could have accommodated a few more,”

he said. “I think the weather and the fuel
crisis put a few people off, but we’re pretty
content with it.”

7F farewell nextyear
Reflecting on the organisation of the event, he
concluded: “When you have a theme, people
rightly expect engines appropriate to that –
but it’s getting harder and harder to source a
representative fleet.”
That being the case, he added, and with

the main gala next year being in the spring
to mark the railway’s 45th anniversary (see
News), the 2022 autumn gala probably won’t
be themed – though it might end up being
another S&D-esque event, regardless.
The Watercress Line is now home to the

biggest artefact in the S&D Trust’s collection
– the 7F – until its current 10-year boiler
certificate expires. But since that is due to take
place towards the end of next year, the railway
wanted to grasp the opportunity for an S&D
gala now.
It is hoped that next autumn’s gala will

mark the 7F’s swansong before overhaul,
along with that of National Collection SR
Schools 4-4-0 No. 30925 Cheltenham, which
also comes out of ticket towards the end of
2022. The Maunsell V class has a link to the
S&D, for one example – No. 30932 Blundells –
hauled a railtour over the line, albeit piloting
a Midland 2P 4-4-0 and sadly it cannot be
recreated.
“We’ve got our fingers crossed that we will

get the 7F into next autumn,” said Simon, “but
would we be able to do this again next year?
“We’ve pulled it off, but it is a challenge

– there isn’t the ready pool of engines that
there once was. I don’t think any railway
in the country can honestly say it’s flush
with engines.”
Most of all, though, he concluded,

welcoming the S&D Trust was the aim. “It
was important from both organisations’ point
of view to get the museum set up,” he said,
“and it was a chance for us to underline the
new relationship.”

“When you have a theme, people rightly expect engines
appropriate to that – but it’s getting harder and harder to
source a representative fleet.”

Right:Nowresidentat theWatercress Lineuntil the
endof its current10-yearboiler certificate,No. 53808
approachesAlresfordwith the11.45amtrain from
AltononOctober3.NICK GILLIAM

Right:With Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312assistingat
the rear,CityofWells climbs the ‘Alps’ atBowers
GroveLanewith the10-coach ‘PinesExpress’ on
October3.NICK GILLIAM
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ReplicaBaldwin2-4-2TNo. 762 LynapproachingWoodyBay stationwitha train fromKillingtonLaneat thepreservedLynton&BarnstapleRailwayon July17.DON BENN
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Manchester exhibition is cancelled over Covid fears
THEManchesterModelRailwaySociety
has cancelled its annual exhibition in
Decemberamidcoronavirus safety fears.

The Christmas Model Railway Show
was scheduled for the weekend of
December 11/12, and the society
had been exploring possible ways
to stage it, including postponement
until the spring of next year.

However, the society stated
that, “after thorough deliberation,
they have reluctantly come to

the conclusion that it would not
be financially viable to stage the
event in a way which ensured the
safety of everyone attending, while
maintaining the variety and quality
which is the society’s objective, and
which their visitors have come to
expect.With great regret we have
taken the decision to cancel this
year’s show.

“As the only model railway society
to stage an exhibition in the centre

of a major UK city, we are very
dependent on public transport, with
more than 70% of our visitors arriving
by train, tram and bus. At present,
public confidence in using these
modes of transport is reduced. The
continuing uncertainty about how
Covid infection rates will change
during the autumn means that the
society cannot guarantee that visitor
income will be enough to cover the
cost of staging the exhibition.”

However, plans are being made for
the society’s next four exhibitions,
leading up to its centenary in 2025.

The 83rd exhibition is now planned
to take place on December 10/11,
2022, at the new venue of the
Sugden Centre in central Manchester,
with approximately 30 layouts
expected to be on show.

More information can be found at
the society’s website, www.mmrs.
co.uk

Lynton & Barnstaple’s ‘Yankee’
tank Lyn released in OO9 scale

LYNTON&BarnstapleRailwayBaldwin
2-4-2T Lyn is nowavailable inOO9scale
fromDanishmanufacturerHeljan.

The American locomotive
was ordered from the Baldwin
LocomotiveWorks in Philadelphia as
the North Devon narrow gauge line
was preparing to open in 1898, when
it was realised that the initial three
ManningWardle 2-6-2Ts – Yeo, Exe
and Taw – would be insufficient to
cope with the traffic.

At that time, British locomotive
manufacturers had a backlog of
orders, following lock-outs between
July 1897 and January 1898 in a
national dispute over the eight-hour
working day. The L&B thus turned to
Baldwin, which was able to design
and build Lyn, largely from standard
components, in just two months.

The‘Great Locomotive Famine’, as
it has been described, forced several
other pre-Grouping companies to

look across the Atlantic to meet
their motive power needs, including
the Great Northern, Great Central,
Midland and Port Talbot railways.
Lynwas numbered 762 after the

L&B was absorbed into the Southern
Railway in 1923, but along with the
rest of the equipment and rolling
stock, it was auctioned after the line’s
closure on September 29, 1935. It was
bought by J. Cashmore Ltd for £50
and scrapped on site at PiltonWorks.

Heljan’sOO9-scalemodel
of Lyn, in SouthernRailway
andoriginal Lynton&

BarnstapleRailway liveries.
HELJAN

However, its distinctive outline
can still be seen in action on L&B
metals today thanks to the 762 Club,
which completed a replica of the
locomotive for the preserved L&B
atWoody Bay in 2017. As reported
last issue, the 762 Club now plans to
build replicas of all four of the line’s
original ManningWardle 2-6-2Ts, Yeo,
Exe, Taw and No. 188 Lew, and has
just had the first cylinder cast.

Heljan’s model of Lyn is Digital
Command Control-ready and
features a working LED headlamp.
Six versions are available, covering
its original L&B livery, the transition
period between independence and
the Grouping, and its final Southern
Railway guise, together with a plain
black livery for freelance layouts.

It is available with a suggested
retail price of £239.95 from Heljan’s
UK stockists. Further details can be
found at www.heljan.co.uk or on
Heljan’s Facebook page.
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GALA FOCUS

NYMR’S
‘NEW NORMAL’
“A little bit of normality” returned to the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway on September 23-26 with its first steam
gala in two years, bringing new-build Saint Lady of
Legend and A1 Tornado together for the first time,
reports Toby Jennings.

After the torrid time that railway
preservation has endured over the
past 18 months, a season of autumn

steam galas was just the thing it needed to give
everyone a lift.
So how about celebrating the best of which

the movement is capable, by bringing together
two new-build steam locomotives on one
of our premier heritage lines as part of an
11-engine line-up with all of the Big Four, BR
and industrial steam represented?
That was what the North Yorkshire Moors

Railway delivered for its annual steam gala on
September 23-26.

Better late than never
“The train now arriving on Platform 1 is
running a year behind schedule.”
Several preserved lines could have made

that tongue-in-cheek announcement this
year, not least the Bluebell, which had to
celebrate its 60th anniversary in its 61st year
thanks to Covid-19. The same was true for
the Moors Line. The star guest engine, GWR
Saint 4-6-0 No. 2999 Lady of Legend, had
originally been booked to attend the NYMR’s
gala in September last year, to which, of
course, the pandemic also put paid. As was

also originally planned for 2020, the Saint’s
eventual appearance on the Moors this year
was its second visit away from its Didcot
Railway Centre home, the first having been to
the Severn Valley Railway’s Spring Steam Gala
in March.
While the SVR provided the long-awaited

pairing of the Saint with a lengthy train of
period GWR carriages, the Churchward
engine’s meeting at the NYMR was with
something less historically authentic and yet
equally appropriate – Tornado.
Although the Great Western Society first

mooted the idea of ‘reverse engineering’ a
Saint from one of its Hall descendants as long
ago as the early 1970s, it was the emergence of
the new-build Peppercorn A1 project and the
cutting of its first metal in the early 1990s that
proved such huge achievements were within
our grasp.
Technically, Lady of Legend is more of a

conversion job than a complete new-build
but nonetheless, it and Tornado brought
two locomotive classes of huge historical
significance – the GWR’s first two-cylinder
4-6-0, and the last LNER-design Pacific – back
from extinction.
The NYMR gala was the first time that

these two milestone machines had been seen
together.
Tornadomade some storming runs up the

punishing 1-in-49 incline to Goathland, and
although its high-stepping 6ft 8½in driving
wheels might seem unsuited to such a route,
the Saint also did well with heavy trains.
“There was a bit of a question mark over

how it would perform,” said NYMR general
manager Chris Price, “but it took seven
coaches up the bank with no trouble. And it’s
always nice to have Tornado and to work with
the A1 crowd.”

“Can we keep the 8F?”
Perhaps somewhat overshadowed by these
two celebrities but proving equally popular
in some quarters was the third guest – LMS
8F No. 48305 from the Great Central Railway,
which, like the Saint, was making its Moors
Line debut.
These powerful and sure-footed 2-8-0s might

seem ideal locomotives for such a steeply-
graded line as the NYMR, yet this was the first
example to appear there in almost 30 years –
and probably only the second in its history.
Although Black Fives from Leeds Holbeck

shed were used onWhitby excursions in BR
Adornedwith the famousNewcastleBrownAleblue star to recreate the last trainon theSilksworthbranch in
1967, J27No. 65894hauls agoods trainup thebankatBeckHoleonSeptember25. IAN CAWTHORNE
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Above:GWRSaint4-6-0No. 2999
LadyofLegend in theunfamiliar
surroundingsofWaterArkduring
theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway’sgalaonSeptember26.
ROBERT FALCONER

“There was a bit
of a question
mark over how
the Saint would
perform, but
it took seven
coaches up the
bank with no
trouble.”
Left: Stanier 8F2-8-0No. 48305
departs fromGoathlandover
thenewly rebuilt Bridge27on
September26. PHILIP BENHAM
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FormerEastBrussels TramwayCockerill 0-4-0VBTNo.8 ‘Lucie’ on shuntingduties at LevishamonSeptember
23, formingagoods train for theSaint topickup later in theday. JAMES KINDRED

Right: The J27
pilots Lambton,
Hetton&Joicey
Collieries
0-6-2TNo. 29
over thebridge
atWaterArkon
September26,
recreating the
NYMR’sofficial
reopening train
ofMay1, 1973.
ALANWEAVER

Below:The
Saint and
Tornadomeet
atGoathland
onSeptember
25.MATTDITCH

The loop to the southofGoathlandstation
gives the illusionofdouble trackasA1
No. 60163Tornadodeparts forPickeringon
September26.MAURICE BURNS

“It was the first time in
two years that things
have felt normal.”
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days, NYMR general manager Philip Benham
– who has written a book on the line’s history
– thinks it unlikely that any 8Fs appeared on
the route.

The previous visitor in preservation had
been the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway’s
No. 48431, which was a guest at the NYMR’s
WartimeWeekend of October 1993, to
complete a trio of SecondWorldWar freight
engines withWD 2-10-0 No. 3672Dame Vera
Lynn and USA Transportation Corps S160
2-8-0 No. 2253.
This time, No. 48305 was paired with one

of its close Stanier cousins, resident ‘Black
Five’ 4-6-0 No. 5428; with another heavy
freight machine, single-chimney BR 9F 2-10-
0 No. 92134; and with Tornado, as well as
tackling the NYMR’s gradients single-handed.
Certainly it sounds as though it may not be

the last 8F to visit.
“The loco crews were all shouting, ‘can we

keep it?’” said Chris. “It’s the perfect engine
for us – it’s got plenty of oomph and did the
job beautifully.”
One double-headed combination recalled

the NYMR’s early days – that of J27 0-6-0
No. 65894 piloting Lambton, Hetton & Joicey
Collieries Kitson 0-6-2T No. 29. Complete
with the Royal Train headcode, this pairing
recreated the official first train of May 1, 1973,
when the Duchess of Kent performed the
opening ceremony.
Another nice touch was the addition of the

famous blue star to the J27’s smokebox for
its freight turns on the Saturday, recreating
another moment in North East railway history.
When No. 65894 hauled the last train on

the Silksworth branch on September 8, 1967,
Paul Riley, leading light in the famous ‘Master
Neverers Association’ of photographers,
adorned it with the symbol of their preferred
tipple, Newcastle Brown Ale.
The Southern was represented by S15 4-6-0

No. 825, and BR by 4MT 2-6-0 No. 76079 and
2-6-4T No. 80136, while the smallest engine
in this stellar line-up was Cockerill 0-4-0VBT
tram engine No. 8 ‘Lucie’, belonging to
NYMR traction & rolling stock manager Paul
Middleton. It gave shunting demonstrations a
Levisham station.

Not all went to plan, largely thanks to a
collision between Class 20 No. 20189 and a
rake of Mk.1 coaches at Grosmont station in
the week leading up to the event.
With this stock withdrawn for inspection,

the advertised Pullman trains at the gala had
to be cancelled because the Metro-Cammell
Pullman coaches were needed to provide a
main line-certified set for services over the Esk
Valley line toWhitby.
“It was a bit of a rollercoaster of highs and

lows that week,” said Chris.
But as for the gala itself, he concluded: “We

were pleased to have achieved it, and it was
financially lucrative.
“We controlled the numbers, so it wasn’t

heaving but it felt busy. We restricted it to 900
a day on the trains – obviously there were more
people visiting, but if you got on a train you
were isolated from others, not crammed in,
and it worked really well.
“On the whole, a little bit of normality

returned to the NYMR – it was the first
time in two years that things have felt
normal.”
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PLATFORM READERS’ LETTERS ATTHE HEART OFTHE HERITAGE RAILWAY SCENE

TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

�Themorepowerful lure for
youngvolunteers
IN response toWesleyPaxton
(Platform, issue281):whilehe
makesaverygoodpoint about
encouragingyoungpeople to take
upqualified trades that incorporate
historicpreservationand restoration
of artefactsof railway interest – and,
inparticular, steam locomotives
–heomits to takeonevery
significant aspectof thatparadigm
intoaccount.

The aspect to which I refer is
girls!

Yes, it is a sad fact that, while
steam is a far more worthwhile
subject with which to occupy
a young man’s mind, it is an
unfortunate fact that, at some
strategic point in his adolescence,
the fairer sex catches his eye and
there’s no turning back!

And once that happens, it
and its associated facets; like
marriage, providing a home and
having babies (approximately
half of which will inevitably be
girls) – not to mention spending
much of his leisure time with his
spouse – usually occupies most
of the time hitherto spent at the
local heritage railway.

Furthermore, this is not a short-
term temporary situation. In fact,
it may possibly last the rest of his
life with, perhaps, an occasional
family visit to the working railway
(who got it working and keeps
it working though?), and he is
hardly ever seen amongst his old
mates again. All sad, but true.

David R Holt,
Queensland, Australia

�OliverVeltomsaved
WelshpoolBeyerPeacocks
SADLYmissing fromJohnTitlow`s
extended featureon theWelshpool
&Llanfair LightRailwaywas the
nameOliverVeltom,BRDistrict
Superintendent atOswestry.

Oliver enabled the line to be
mothballed and not lifted in 1956
and of course had locomotives
Nos. 822 and 823 carefully stored
in OswestryWorks without which
there would not have been the
WLLR today.

He was a compassionate man
as when railways closed like the
Ruabon to Barmouth, he wrote
to all leading organisations in
the area served by the railway to
give employment to redundant
railwaymen. Although the Vale of
Rheidol Railway was close to his
heart (‘Veltom’s Own Railway’) he
had a soft spot for theWLLR and
enabled the preservationists to
take over the line while they were
raising the money to save it.

Chris Magner, email

IWAS interestedtoseethe letter
in issue285about therecreation
of‘pre-Groupingtrains’fromyour
correspondentDerrickMartin.

About 1995, I found myself one
of two partners owning one of the
locomotives to which he refers,
former Lancashire &Yorkshire
Railway‘Ironclad’No. 957.

This was not by design, but as
an unintended consequence of
arranging sponsorship for the
locomotive’s acquisition and
restoration by a friend, acting as an
intermediary between him, the then
owner and the Keighley &Worth
Valley Railway of which I was then
its secretary. I was happy for this to
happen, but in the event, it cost us
the best part of £150,000 each; had
we not formed a charity to be the
legal owner of which we were the
trustees, then it would have been
the thick end of a quarter of a million
each to buy and restore it.

After 10 years of running her I’d
had enough and was only too glad
when my co-owner expressed the
same view. So without any pressure
from it, but entirely free of charge,
we handed over the charity to the
railway which has facilitated the
locomotive’s recent restoration.
I rejoice at the KWVR benefitting
again at our enterprise in saving it
for the KWVR and the costs which
we incurred two decades ago.

At that time, we ran it for a few
months in BR livery and received
complaints in the post and press
about the livery, on just the themes
as Mr Martin advocates for her going
into L&Y colours now.

He advocates that it be restored
in L&Y livery.Well, I personally paid
for its painting at its last overhaul
which cost me £6000 in addition to

the £150,000 mentioned previously.
When the numberplates were
delivered the background was
green, as was done by the L&Y to
indicate a locomotive built by Beyer
Peacock. My wife liked the green and
it was as much her money as mine,
so it stayed... even though it was
not precisely correct for the period
of the locomotive’s livery which
should have seen them with a black
background. Also, the livery was L&Y
lined passenger in which at least six
of the class were painted to work on
the Axholme Joint Railway of which
No. 957 was one.

Rivet-replicating
Webuilt anewtenderbody too, as
theoneweboughtwas full ofholes
and inparts couldbepulledapartby
hand, sobadwas the rust.We took the
greatest care to replicate thedesign,
patchingand rivetpatterns although
the latterdidnotmatch those shown
in the Jenkinson&EsserybookonL&Y
locomotives inheritedby theLMS;
wedonotknowwhy thisdifference
happenedbut it is a fact; perhaps it
wasdoneonaFridayafternoonbut
thecopywasandstill is correct.

So, the best part of a third of
a million pounds in, you would
have thought that the livery, bling
and rivet freaks would have been
chuffed. In fact it was anything but
that. On its first run in the new style
I was in the cab, looking all correct
with replica L&Y footplate wear and
a chap came up to me at Keighley,
and berated me as the owner for the
‘wrong’colour of the numberplate;
he was really rude. He ranted that
no‘Ironclads’had ever carried
passenger livery but had never
heard of the Axholme line, so one
had to question his L&Y knowledge

generally. His mate had a copy
(honestly!) of Jenkinson & Essery
with him and was waving it at me to
prove what a prat I was and just how
wrong one could be.

I had mail in a similar vein sent
to my home and the railway, one
containing a KWVR membership
card torn in two. Another unsigned
letter said in amongst much else
“we know where you live”, which
went to the police. It really was most
unpleasant; what made it worse
was that I had taken huge care to
‘get it right’apart from wanting to
please my wife, who had been and
remained to say the least, tolerant
and understanding.

This was only the start of targeted
abuse about the livery inaccuracies
which carried on for a decade. I
suspect that there were a small
number of ‘L&Y nutters’ involved,
but there was certainly more than
one person; the verbal abuse was
a regular feature, more or less
whenever I was on the locomotive
and it came from different people.
I determined that every time a
comment was made, that would add
another six months to the‘wrong’
appearance. It remained in the
‘wrong’L&Y colours for 10 years.

Personally, I welcome her return
to traffic and if it were now my
responsibility, it would most
certainly be in BR livery, if only to
annoy those who want her in model
perfect L&Y colours, so much did
they irritate me. I would suggest
that if Mr Martin wants his ‘treat’as
he puts it, then he offers to pay for
it and do some work towards his
dreams, or shut up with his insults
aboutYorkshiremen making tea
rather than doing as he wants.
DavidPearson,email

If you don’t like the livery –

stump up the cash
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Left: ReaderKenMumfordhasasked
forhelp in identifying this locomotive
thatwasusedwithGWR0-6-0PT
No. 9600atMerthyrValeColliery
across theTaff valleyopposite the
villageofAberfan. Thepicturewas
copied fromaslidearound50years
ago.
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Railway Art 2022
calendar
ByPhilipDHawkinsandMalcolm
Root (£13.50 includingp&p, cheques
madepayable to:MalcolmRoot, 38
ChurchillAvenue,HalsteadCO92BE).
WHATdo
youget
whenyou
combine the
talents of
twoof the
country’s
most
respected railway artists?Theanswer,
writesGeoffCourtney, is the2022
RailwayArt calendar. PhilipHawkinsand
MalcolmRootarebothFellowsof the
GuildofRailwayArtists, and theirwork
hasdelighted railwayenthusiastsof all
ages for anumberofdecades–andnext
year’s calendarwill benodifferent.

Between them they have covered
locomotives from all of the Big
Four, starting in January with
Philip’s depiction of LMS Princess
Coronation No. 6230 Duchess of
Buccleuch on the West Coast Main
Line near Rugeley in Staffordshire.

For March he has painted an
immaculate GWR No. 7027 Thornbury
Castle at Paddington’s platform one
on a wet and overcast day, followed
by SR Merchant Navy No. 35004
CunardWhite Star at Porton Down
with an Exeter Central to London
Waterloo express.

For July, Philip has chosen
LNER Class C1 Atlantic No. 4444
approaching Retford station on
the ECML in the mid-1930s. Then
it’s back to a Southern Railway
locomotive with Class M7 0-4-4T
No. 30024 at Lympstone station
on a branch goods from Exmouth
in the 1950s, and finally another
immaculate GWR 4-6-0, No. 6015
King Richard III, on Hatton bank
in Warwickshire with the Down
‘Cambrian Coast Express’ in 1960.

Malcolm starts his contributions
in February with a painting of
Oliver Bulleid’s controversial 0-6-6-0
Leader No. 36001 at Winchester
on a trial run in October 1950,
while April brings back memories
of the London-Edinburgh non-
stop ‘Elizabethan’express, with
A4 No. 60022Mallard storming
out of Hadley Wood South tunnel
under the wide-eyed gaze of
two trainspotters.

Malcolm continues his LNER theme
with J15 class No. 65453, which I
am delighted to see in my Ian Allan
Combined Volume I ‘copped’on an
unknown trainspotting day some
60 or so years ago, probably after
its transfer in January 1961 from
Parkeston Quay shed (30F) to my
local depot of Stratford (30A). The
painting depicts the 1906-built
0-6-0 running light engine past a
waving signalman at Dovercourt Bay

as a steam-hauled passenger train
disappears into the distance.

August sees another A4 Pacific,
No. 2509 Silver Link, on ‘The Silver
Jubilee’King’s Cross to Newcastle
express, and in a stark contrast,
October’s painting depicts an 1860s
scene of ManningWardle locomotive
Brewster on the Colne Valley &
Halstead Railway. The year ends
with LNER-designed and BR-built
A1 Pacific No. 60127WilsonWorsdell
on the down ‘Queen of Scots’ King’s
Cross to Glasgow via Leeds and
Edinburgh Pullman at High Dyke
after leaving Stoke tunnel.

Between them, Philip and
Malcolm have used their artistic
skills to cover a century of railway
history with locomotives from
humble workhorses to main line
thoroughbreds.
RAILWAY ARTISTRY FOR EVERY
DAY OF THE YEAR

Bahamas Locomotive
Society Vintage Steam
Calendar 2022
(BahamasLocomotiveSociety Ltd,
11ClarkSpringRise,Morley, Leeds
LS277UT,01535690739,https://
bahamaslocomotivesociety.com
–£7.25 includingp&p, cheques
payable toBLTradingLtd).
WITH13months covered (running to
January 2023), there’s an extra helping

of the superb
black-and-white
photography to
be found in this
calendar.

Drawing on
the extensive
photographic
collections of Eric
Oldham, Martin Welch and Brian
Stephenson, these excellent and
well-reproduced images contain
something for everyone, taken at
locations all over the country and
portraying engines of pre-Grouping,
‘Big Four’ and BR designs.

An Ivatt 2-6-0 and Manor on
the Cambrian, Bulleid Pacifics at
Southampton andWoking, and
a Great Central C13 4-4-2T at
Manchester London Road are just
a few examples, while the society’s
own Jubilee is pictured on Shap
shortly after receiving its double
chimney in 1961.

The photos range from ‘train in the
landscape’ views to station scenes,
and, in the case of the latter, it’s the
attendant groups of locospotters
that make them such delightful
period pieces.

Space for notes on each date is
limited but probably sufficient for
most requirements. One nice touch
is the mention of a significant event
in No. 45596’s history each month –
its first public steaming at its former

THE titleof thispublication is abit of
amisnomer,writesGeoffCourtney.
It doesn’t refer to the steamthathas
been forgottenbut features, albeit
not exclusively, locomotiveson lines
thatweredestined for closure.As
compiler RonWhiteelucidates:“Was
amorecuriouspicturebookoffered
toanywonderingpurchaser?NoA1/
A3/A4,noPrincessRoyal/Royal Scot/
Patriot, noMN/Schools, noGrange/
Manor, noBritannia/Clan/5MT/9F.And
yet it shows the real lifeof the1950s,
theoddcornerswhichwouldhave
no future.”

Ron, who lives in Chesham and
admits to“now rising 90,” is rather
more than purely the compiler – he
is the warm-up comedian, front-of-
house and compere rolled into one.

He explains on the back cover
that he has long been associated
with railways but was never an
official part of them, admitting: “It’s
amazing what I got away with; not
many insurance men have had hold
of an A4 on an Aberdeen-Glasgow
(although I did have a pass for that),
or regularly fired and drove the

1700 Marylebone-Woodford as far
as Amersham.”

The publication, he tells readers,
contains photographs taken by
railwayman Nick Nicolson, mostly in
1957 and 1958.

“This is a walk down memory
lane (if you’re prepared to push my
wheelchair),”he writes.

“Every jolt will dislodge
something from the dark recesses
of my mind until we reach that
comforting conclusion of nearly
every entry in the wonderful Shed
Directory – ‘where a cinder path
leads to the shed’.”

Delightful captions
Ron’s captions to thebook’s 82colour
photographsareadelight thatmust
havebeen typedwitha twinkle in the
eyeandadetermination toentertain
aswell as inform.Thus, newly-built
StandardClass3MT2-6-2TNo. 82030
at SwindonWorks appears tobe
“abrandnewalien landed,”GWR
‘Dukedog’4-4-0No. 9025wasa
memberof a class“put together from
bits lyingaround theplace,”andSR

O10-6-0No. 31065 is seenon the
EastKentRailway,whichwent“from
Shepherdswell tonowhere in search
of coal andpassengers.They found
the formerbutnot the latter, andnot
enoughofeither.”

And so it continues. A1X ‘Terrier’
No. 32661, photographed at
Portsmouth’s Fratton shed, is a
“delicious” locomotive and a
member of a class that was the
“oldest, lightest, and daintiest of
machines to be found on BR.”

It was a Fratton resident, says Ron,
“so that creaking Langstone Bridge
might survive a while longer.”

In his caption to Isle ofWight O2
No. 31 Chale on Ryde shed, Ron
ponders about the former London
Underground electric trains that
worked on the island.

“How could we dream they would
keep the 1938 ex-Bakerloo electrics
warm and mobile until 2020?”
he writes.

Enthusiasts of main line steam
are not forgotten, however, as
illustrated by A2 Pacific No. 60532
Blue Peter at Aberdeen Ferryhill,

Princess Coronation No. 46227
Duchess of Devonshire at Carlisle
Kingmoor, Battle of Britain Pacific
No. 34051Winston Churchill at
Fratton –“looking a bit rugged”–
and No. 6009 King Charles II at Old
Oak Common, “brooding between
jobs.”

Railway byways
It is, though, the railwaybywaysand
backwatersof the1950sand their
locomotives that are thebook’s
raisond’être andwhich soobviously
fascinates its compiler, as exemplified
byhis caption to the lastof the82
images.

It is of Class 2P No. 55208
at Ballachulish in the Scottish
Highlands, and Ron writes of the
0-4-4T: “Cleanish, reliable, unsung,
the backbone of our railways,”
adding: “So many CMEs will be
remembered not for their large but
not necessarily good locomotives,
but by such as this design.”
GONE, BUT DEFINITELY NOT
FORGOTTEN

PhotographsbyNickNicolson, compiledbyRonWhite (hardback,80pp,Totem
Publishing, ISBN978-1-913893-11-8, £16.50+£1p&p, chequespayable to
TransportTreasuryPublishing,16HighworthClose,HighWycombeHP137PJ).

Forgotten Steam

OFF THE SHELF

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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home of Dinting Railway Centre on
November 16, 1968, for instance.
EVOCATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

Llangollen Railway
2022 Calendar
ByNeil Evans (LlangollenRailway
Trust,watercoloursbyNeil Evans,
HawthornCottage, 183Delamere
Street,Winsford, CheshireCW7
2LY, text 07530292337or07745
223946, £6plus£1.50p&p).
THIS Christmaswewill havemuch
cause to remember the heroic
actions by the
Llangollen Railway
Trust in saving
and reopening
oneof theUK’s
most beautiful
heritage lines after
itwas plunged
into receivership.
This inspirational
offering, titledACalendar of the
Llangollen Railway in Sketches and
Watercolours, features a set of 13
watercolours byNeil Evans,who
was encouragedby a trustmember,
the late BruceMundie, to produce
it fromartworkmadeduring the
Covid-19 lockdowns.

Each monthly page contains one
painting of a classic Llangollen
railway scene, plus a calendar with
sufficient space to make notes on
each day.

There will be those who, once
2023 is reached, will want to keep
hold of this calendar, or maybe cut
out and frame one or more of the
paintings.

All proceeds from sales will go
towards projects associated with
the new trust.
SPLENDID ARTWORK HELPING
SURVIVAL

LMS-Patriot Project &
Princess Royal Class
LocomotiveTrust 2022
Calendar
(LMS-PatriotProject,TheHub,17
EastgateStreet,StaffordST162LZ,
01785244156,www.lms-patriot.
org.uk–£12.50 includingp&p).
UNDERLINING thenewrelationship

between theLMS-Patriot Project and
thePrincessRoyalClass Locomotive
Trust, thePatriot calendarnames
bothorganisationson thecover –and
containsplentyof Stanier Pacifics as
well asPatriots.

Produced by
railway artists
including John
Austin, Philip
D Hawkins and
ColinWright, the
paintings depict
the chunky Fowler 5XP 4-6-0s that
the Patriot group is recreating with
new-build No. 5551 The Unknown
Warrior, together with Duchesses,
No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth, and a
‘Black Five’.

With its large, square format,
both paintings and dates get
ample space, and while there’s
a significant price difference
between it and the Bahamas
Locomotive Society calendar, both
are equally good value and support
preservation. It’s really your choice
as to whether you prefer paintings
or photographs to admire.
BEAUTIFUL RAILWAY ART

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway Christmas
card
(WLLRChristmasCards (HR),7
SutherlandGrove,Perton,South
StaffsWV67P,visitwww.wllr.org.
uk– fivecards,£4.95;12cards,
£8;25cards,£13;36cards,£17;
50cards,£22.Chequespayable to
W&LSales’).
THEWelshpool&Llanfair Light
Railway’s 2021
Christmas
card isbased
onapainting
commissioned
fromrenowned
railwayartist JonathanClay.

It depicts Beyer Peacock 0-6-0T
No. 822 The Earl in its newly-applied
GWR livery following overhaul, at a
snowy Cyfronydd station.

The message inside, ‘With Best
Wishes for Christmas and the New
Year’, is in English andWelsh.
MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM
POWYS

(LondonTransportMuseumshop,
CoventGardenPiazza,WC2E7BB,
www.ltmuseumshop.co.uk/gifts/
collections/floral-collection).
INTIME for the festive season, London
TransportMuseumhasproduceda
beautiful andaffordable setofquality,
serviceablegiftwarebasedon four
1929 transportposterdesignsbyartist
Walter ESpradbery (1889-1969).

The new Flora and Fauna range
includes silk scarves, toiletry bags,
canvas tote bags, and pocket
mirrors, all depicting essential
elements of Spradbery’s artwork
depicting natural beauty spots in
and around the capital.

Born in East Dulwich, Spradbery
studied atWalthamstow Art School
before working as an art teacher.

He exhibited at the Royal
Academy, and worked as a
watercolourist, linocut artist and
poster designer.

His poster designs were
mainly produced for London
Transport (1912-1944), but
he also designed posters
for BR and the LNER. A
lifelong pacifist, he served
in the Royal Army Medical
Corps during the First
WorldWar and was also
an official war artist.

The silk scarves (£65
each) and canvas bags (£15) are
available in two designs – St James’s
Park and Blackberry Sunday. The
pocket mirrors (£10 each) are
available in two designs – The
General Leads theWay and Kew
Gardens. The toiletry bags cost
£15 and are available in all four
poster designs.

Prints of the original poster
designs can be made to order.

The museum’s buying manager,
Memet Bunyan, said: “Out of the
vast collection of spectacular
posters we care for at London
Transport Museum, we picked
Walter E Spradbery’s vivid artworks
for this range because their timeless

beauty makes them as
delightful to us today as
they would have been
to Londoners nearly
100 years ago.”
HERITAGE DESIGNS
FOR EVERYDAY
USE

FloraandFaunagift range
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OPERATIONAL HERITAGE LINES AND MUSEUMS
SOUTH EAST

Amberley Museum
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Open:Weds &W/Es.
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Sheffield Park, East Sussex,
TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Running: October 25-31, November 5-7,
10-14, 17-21, 24-28.
Bredgar & Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01622 884254.
Running: Diesel Weds.
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Standard gauge, one mile.
Chatham, Kent.
Tel: 01634 820800.
Open: Daily until November 21.
East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Shepherdswell, Kent.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: Suns.
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼ miles.
Running: TBA.
Exbury Gardens & Steam
Railway
12¼in gauge, 1½ miles.
Exbury, Southampton.
Tel: 023 8089 1203.
Open: Daily until November 14.
Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Hayling Island, Hants.

Tel: 07394 194066.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18-24.
Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, 1½ miles.
Liphook, Hants.
Tel: 01428 724900.
Open: TBA.
Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Running: October 25-31, November 6.
Santa Specials December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 22-24.
Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½ miles.
Tenterden, Kent.
Tel: 01580 765155.
Running: October 26-28 & 30/31. Santa
Specials December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
21-24
Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile.
Isfield, East Sussex.
Tel: 01825 750515.
Open Suns – running dates TBA.
Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Running: October 25-31. Steam
Illuminations November 26-28,
December 3-5, 10-12, 16-23, 27-31,
January 1/2.
Mizens Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile.
Woking, Surrey.
Tel: 07962 400922.
Running: Santa Specials December 5,
12, 19.

Old Kiln Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¾ mile.
Farnham, Surrey.
Running: TBA.
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway
15in gauge, 13½ miles.
New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353.
Running: Oct 25-31. Santa Specials
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 21-24.
Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, one mile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running: W/Es, daily in local school
holidays.
Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾ miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent. Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18-20.
Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 300141.
Running: October 26-28, 30/31. Polar
Express November 25-28, December 2-5,
8-12, 15-23.
Volk’s Electric Railway
2ft 8½in gauge, one mile.
Brighton.
Running: Daily.

SOUTH WEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 5538.

Running: Diesel October 30/31. Santa
Specials November 27/28, December 4-6,
11/12, 18/19, 21-24.
Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½ miles,
Bodmin, Cornwall. Tel: 01208 73555.
Running: Tues-Thurs & Suns in October.
Santa Specials December 4/5, 11/12,
17-24.
Bristol Harbour Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Princes Wharf, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 352 6600.
MShedMuseumopen Tues-Suns until
December 31 (except Christmas & Boxing
Day). Railway operating dates TBA.
Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.
Paignton, Devon. Tel: 01803 555872.
Running: October 25-31, November
2, 4, 6, 9, 13. Christmas Train of Lights
November 24, 26-28, December 1-5, 8-12,
15-23, 27-30.
Devon Railway Centre
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Open: TBA.
East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Cranmore, Somerset.
Tel: 01749 880417.
Running: October 27, 30/31. Santa
Specials December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
22-24.
Helston Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼ miles.
Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07901 977 597.
Running: October 27, 31.
Lappa Valley Railway
7¼in, 10¼ and 15in gauge, one mile.

Hudswell Clarke0-6-0WTNo.GP39 (Bronllwyd) revisits its formerhomeofBressinghamfor the centre's 60thanniversaryonSeptember18. JAMES KINDRED
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BR4MT2-6-0No. 76084atWeybournewith theNorthNorfolkRailway’s ‘Norfolk Lights Express’ onDecember4 last year. STEVE ALLEN/NNR

Newquay, Cornwall.
Tel: 01872 510317.
Open: Daily until October 31. Father
Christmas December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
20-24.
Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, two miles.
Launceston, Cornwall. Tel: 01566 775665.
Running: TBA.
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,
North Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: October 26-28 & 30/31,
November 14, December 18/19, 21-24,
29-31.
Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile. Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running: October 25-31,W/Es in
November, December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
21/22.
North Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, 1200ft.
Shillingstone, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
Tel: 01258 860696.
Open:Weds andW/Es.
Plym Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Marsh Mills, Plymouth. Tel: 01752 345078.
Running: October 30/31, Christmas
Express December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
20-22.
Seaton Tramway
2ft 9in gauge, three miles.
Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon.
Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: October 25-31 andDecember
27-January 2. Polar Express November
26-28, December 2-5, 8-12, 14-24.
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Midsomer Norton station,
Silver Street, BA3 2EY.
Tel: 01761 411221

Open: Suns. Running: SteamOctober
31, Santa Specials December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19.
South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.
Buckfastleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01364 644370.
Running: Daily until Oct 31 and
December 27-January 2. Polar Express
November 20/21, 26-28, December 2-6,
9-13, 15-23.
Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Swanage, Dorset.
Tel: 01929 425800.
Running: October 25-31. Steam& Lights
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18-23, 27-31.
Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Blunsdon, Wiltshire.
Tel: 01793 771615.
Running: Santa Specials Nov 27/28, Dec
4/5, 11/12, 18/19.
West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles.
Minehead, Somerset.
Tel: 01643 704996.
Running: October 26-28 & 30/31.
Winterlights November 19/20, 26/27,
December 3/4, 10/11, 17-19, 21-23. Santa
Express December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
21-24.
Yeovil Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.
Yeovil Junction station, Somerset.
Tel: 01935 410420.
Running: October 29/30. Santa Specials
December 5, 12, 18/19, 23.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham Steam Museum
Narrow and standard gauge, one mile.

Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900.
Running: Daily, steamWeds-Suns until
October 31. Christmas Visits November
28, December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24.
Bure Valley Railway
15in gauge, nine miles.
Aylsham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01263 733858.
Running: October 25-31, W/Es in
November and December 27-31. Festive
Express November 27/28, December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19, 20-24.
Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ¾ mile,
footplate experience.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Diesel October 30/31. Steam
October 27. Santa Specials December 5,
11/12, 18/19, 21/22.
East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Wakes Colne, Essex.
Tel: 01206 242524.
Open:W/Es &Weds. Running: Diesel
October 27, Thomas 30/31 &December
4/5, 11/12, 18/19.
Ferry Meadows Railway
10¼in gauge, ½ mile.
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01733 398 889.
Running: October 25-31.
Mangapps Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.
Near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898.
Open:W/Es &Weds in October.
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½ miles.
Dereham, Norfolk. Tel: 01362 851723.
Running: Polar Express November 13/14,
19-21, 25-28, December 1-5, 8-12, 17-23.

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Brockford, Suffolk.
Tel: 01449 766899.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19.
Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½ miles.
Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444.
Running: October 27, Thomas October
30/31. November 6/7, 12/13, 20. Santa
Specials November 27/28, December 4/5,
11/12, 15, 18/19, 22-24.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.
Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8RA.
Tel: 01263 820800.
Running: October 25-31. Norfolk Lights
Express November 15-December 5,
December 7-23 & 27-31. Santa Specials
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18-24.
Wells & Walsingham Railway
10¼in gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630.
Running: Daily until end of October.
Whitwell & Reepham Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Reepham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01603 871694.
Open: Daily.
Running: Diesel W/Es,
steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720
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Running: Suns.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 07979 055366
Running: October 28 & 31. Santa Specials
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 22/23.
Cholsey & Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.
Wallingford, Oxon.
Tel: 01491 835067
Running: Polar Express November 27/28,
December 3-5, 10-12, 15-23.
Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge.
Didcot, Oxon. Tel: 01235 817200.
Running:W/Es &Weds until October 31.
Steam into Christmas December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19, 21-23.
Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200.
Running: October plus 27-31. Santa
Specials December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24.
Light Fantastic November 19-21, 24-28,
December 1-5, 8-12, 15-21, 27-30, January
1/2, 5-9.
Great Whipsnade Railway
2ft 6in gauge.

Whipsnade Zoo, Dunstable.
Tel: 0344 225 1826.
Open: Daily.
Hampton & Kempton
Waterworks Railway
2ft gauge.
Hanworth, Middlesex.
Tel: 07511 730782 or 01932 765328.
Running: Halloween October 30/31.
Santa Specials December 11/12 & 18/19.
Leighton Buzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888
Running: Suns until end of October.
Santa Specials December 4/5, 8, 11/12,
15, 18-24. Mince Pie Specials December
27-29.
London Museum of Water
& Steam
2ft gauge, 400 yards.
Brentford, London.
Tel: 0208 568 4757.
Open:W/Es.

MIDLANDS
Abbey Pumping Station
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.
Corporation Road, Leicester, LE4 5PX.
Tel: 0116 299 5111.
Open: Daily until October 31. Guided

tour November 20.
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01889 271337.
Running: October 27 & 30/31. Santa
Specials December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 24.
Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: Halloween Specials October
30/31. December 11/12, 18/19, 27/28.
Barrow Hill Roundhouse
Standard gauge.
Barrow Hill, near Chesterfield.
Tel: 01246 475554.
Open:W/Es until December 12.
Battlefield Line
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754.
Running: October 27, 30/31, November
6/7, December 27/28, 31, January
1/2. Santa Specials November 27/28,
December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 23/24.
Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Walsall, West Midlands.
Tel: 01543 452623.
Running: October 27, 29-31. Santa
Specials November 28, December 4/5,

11/12, 18/19, 20, 23/24. New Year's Day
Special January 1.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼ miles.
Cheddleton, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 360522.
Running: October 30/31. Polar Express
November 26-28, December 2-5, 9-12,
15-23.
Crich Tramway Village
Standard gauge, one mile.
Crich, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 854 321
Open: October 25-31.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4½ miles.
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840.
Running: October 27, 30/31, November
3, 6/7. Santa Specials November 27/28,
December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 22-24.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, nine miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076.
Running: October 26 and 28-31,
November 6/7, 13/14, 20/21, 27/28.
Train through Christmas Countryside
December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24.
Echills Wood Railway
7¼in gauge, 1¼ miles.
Kingsbury Water Park,
Sutton Coldfield.
Running: Suns plus HalloweenOctober
30, Bright Lights forWinter Nights
December 4, 11.
Evesham Vale Railway
15in gauge, 1¼ miles.
A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running:W/Es plus October 25-29,
December 27-31. Christmas Trains
December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 21-24.
Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.
Blythe Bridge, Staffs.
Tel: 01782 396210.
Running: October 27, 31. Santa Specials
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 24.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Running: October 26-28, 30/31. 40th
anniversary gala November 6/7, Fish
& Chip Special November 13. Santa
Specials November 27/28, December 4/5,

SouthDevonRailway-basedGWR64XX0-6-0PTNo.6412withauto-trailerNo.W167after arrivingbackatChinnor from
PrincesRisboroughonSeptember25.DON BENN

Beamish
The Living Museum of the North, County
Durham. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0191 370 4000.

Coleford GWR Museum
Coleford, Gloucestershire.
Open: Fris and Sats.
Tel: 01594 832032/833569.

Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe.
Open: October 30/31.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Wed-Sun.
Tel: 01325 405060.

Leeds Industrial Museum
Armley Mills, Leeds.
Open: Tues-Suns.
Tel: 0113 378 2097.
Locomotion: The National
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
London Transport Museum
Covent Garden. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.
Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns in term time, daily in
school holidays.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 690739
or 01535 680425.
Railworld Wildlife Haven
Peterborough.
Open: October 25-31, W/Es & Weds in
November. December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19.
Tel: 01733 344420.
Riverside Museum
Glasgow. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0141 287 2720.

STEAM - Museum of the GWR
Swindon. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466637.
Tiverton Museum
Tiverton, Devon.
Open: Thurs-Sats.
Tel: 01884 256295.
West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria.
Open one week per month or by
appointment for special interest groups
– contact petergrooke@btinternet.com
Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co. Down.
Open: Tues-Suns.
Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8428.

Railway Museums
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11/12, 18/19, 21-24.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough,
Leics LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323.
www.gcrailway.co.uk
Running:W/Es.
Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Ripley,
Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 570140.
Running: October plus 26-28, 31.
Fireworks Night November 6.
Northampton &
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Pitsford, Northants.
Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: HalloweenOctober 30/31.
Northamptonshire Ironstone
Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Hunsbury Hill,
Northampton.
Tel: 01604 702031.
Running: TBA.
North Gloucestershire
Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway,
Toddington.
Running: TBA.
Nottingham Heritage Railway
Standard gauge,
10 miles.
Ruddington, Notts.
Tel: 0115 940 5705.
Running: Santa Specials TBC.
Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 580381.
Running: October 26, 30/31, November 7,
14. Santa Specials December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 22-24.
Perrygrove Railway
15in gauge.
B4228, Coleford,
Gloucestershire.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: Tues, Thurs &W/Es plus
October 25-31. December 2-5, 7-12, 14-
23, 27-31.
Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.
Tel: 07974 171068.
Open: TBA.
Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½ miles.
Leek, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 269948.
Running: October 25-31, November 6/7,
December 31/January 1. Santa Specials
December 11/12, 18/19.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Rushden, Northants.
Tel 0300 3023 150.
Open: Station bar open daily.
Halloween Train October 31, Craft Fair
November 25/26, Brunchwith Santa
December 11/12.
Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles.
Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.

Running: October 25-31. Santa Specials
November 27/28, December 4/5, 11/12,
18-24. Enchanted Express November
27/28, December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19. Steam
in Lights November 19/20, 26/27, 30,
December 1-4, 7-11, 14-18, 20-23.
Statfold Barn Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Tamworth, Staffs
B79 0BU.
Tel: 01827 830389.
Running: HalloweenOct 27-31, Santa
Express November 26 & 28, December
3-5, 10-12, 17-23.
Tanat Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Nantmawr, Shropshire
SY10 9HW.
Tel: 01691 780042.
www.tanatvalleyrailway.co.uk
Open: TBA.
Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Telford, Shropshire.
Running: Polar Express November 26-
28, 30, December 1-5, 7-12, 14-19, 21-23.

NORTH WEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles.
Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 0333 320 2830.
Running: October 27-31, W/Es in
November, DMUGala November
13/14. Santa Specials November 27/28,
December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24.
Eden Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.
Warcop, Cumbria.

Tel: 01768 342309.
Running: TBA.
Great Laxey Mine Railway
19in gauge, ¼ mile.
Laxey, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 862007/670386.
Running: Hop-Tu-Naa Ghost Trains
October 30/31.
Groudle Glen Railway
2ft gauge, ¾ mile.
Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 670453.
Running: Santa Specials December 11/12,
18/19. Mince Pie Trains December 26.
Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Manchester.
Tel: 0161 740 1919.
Running: Suns until November 14.
Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft gauge, 15½ miles.
Douglas,
Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: October 28-31. Santa Express
December 11/12, 18/19.
Lakeside & Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594.
Running: Daily until Oct 31. Santa
Specials TBA.
Manx Electric Railway and
Snaefell Mountain Railway
3ft gauge, 17 miles (MER),
5½ miles (SMR).
Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 697473.
Running: October 26/27 & 29-31.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
15in gauge, seven miles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily until Oct 31. Santa
Express November 27/28, December 4/5,
11/12, 18-23.
Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Preston, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: HalloweenOctober 30/31.
Threlkeld Quarry & Mining
Museum
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Threlkeld, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 779747.
Open: Tues-Suns. Santa Specials fully
booked.
West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: October 31, November 7. Santa
Specials December 5, 11/12, 18/19.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Alnwick, Northumberland.
Tel: 0300 030 3311.
Running: Santa Specials TBA.
Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
British Steel Steelworks,
Scunthorpe.
Tel: 07889 297271.
Running: TBA.

94XXNo. 9466at Idridgehayon theEcclesbourneValleyRailwayonSeptember5. ROBERT FALCONER
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Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, 1¾ miles.
Springwell, Tyne & Wear.
Tel: 07850 916484.
Open: HalloweenOctober 30,
community events Thurs & Sats.
Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
15in gauge, two miles.
Cleethorpes,
North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running: October 23-31, November 6/7,
13/14, 20/21. Santa Specials December
4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 22/23.
Derwent Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Murton, near York.
Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: TBA.
Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Tel: 01756 795189.
Running: November 7, 14, 21. Santa
Specials November 27/28, December
4/5, 11/12, 14, 18-24. Christmas Day Diner

December 25.
Heatherslaw Light Railway
15in gauge, two miles.
Ford Forge, Northumberland.
Tel: 01890 820244.
Running: Daily until October 31. Santa
Specials December 11/12, 18/19.
Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Haworth, West Yorks, BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Running: October 23-31, W/Es in
November. Elf Express November 27/28,
December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24. MulledWine
Specials December 3, 6, 10, 17.
Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Skegness, Lincs.
Tel: 07407 500884.
Running: TBA.
Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: October 31. Engine shed tours
November 21. Santa Specials December

11/12, 18/19.
Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0845 680 1758.
Running: October 27, 31. Santa Specials
December 4/5, 11/12, 18/19, 23/24.
North Bay Railway
20in gauge, �⁄� mile.
Scarborough, North Yorks.
Tel: 01723 368791.
Running: Daily until end of October.
Santa Specials December 4/5, 11/12,
18/19, 22/23.
North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
North Shields. Tel: 0191 277 7135.
Open:W/Es in October (running Suns). Elf
Express November 27/28, December 4/5,
11/12, 18-21.
North Yorkshire Moors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles.
Grosmont, North Yorks.
Tel: 01751 472508.
Running: Daily until October 31. Santa
Specials December 4/5, 11/12, 18-24.
ChristmasMoorlander dining trains

Thurs-Suns in December plus December
29-January 2.
South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 4¾ miles.
Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 338212.
Running:W/Es to end of October.
Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 371700.
Open: Suns in November.
Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Near Gateshead, Tyne & Wear.
Tel: 07508 092365.
Running: October 31. North Pole Express
W/Es November 27-December 19 plus
December 21-24.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles.
Stanhope, Co. Durham.
Running: December reopening TBC.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.
Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.
Tel: 01677 425805.
Open:W/Es &Weds in October. Polar

Hunslet 0-6-0STWorksNo. 2705
of1945Beatriceat theEmbsay&
BoltonAbbeySteamRailway's gala
on June26. MARTYN TATTAM
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The details in this list were correct
at the timeof going to press.We
strongly advise that you confirm
details with the venue concerned.
Pre-booking is often essential.

TBA=ToBeAnnounced

Express November 19-21, 26-28,
December 2-5, 9-12, 15-23.
Whistlestop Valley Railway
(Kirklees)
15in gauge, four miles.
Huddersfield,
West Yorks.
Tel: 01484 865727.
Running: October 23-31,W/Es in
November. Santa Secials November
27/28, December 3-5, 10-12, 17-19, 21-24.
Yorkshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1,000ft.
Fimber, East Yorkshire.
Tel: 01377 338053.
Open: Suns until end of October.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½ miles.
Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01678 540666.
Running: October 23-30. Santa Specials
December 11/12.
Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan.

Tel 01446 748816.
Running: TBA.
Brecon Mountain Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, five miles.
Pant, Mid-Glamorgan.
Tel: 01685 722988.
Running: October 26-28 & 30. Santa
Specials November 27/28, December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19, 20-22.
Conwy Valley Railway
Museum
7¼in and 15in gauge, ¾ mile.
Betws-y-Coed station, Conwy.
Tel: 01690 710568.
Open: Daily.
Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile.
Corris, near Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761701.
Running: October 31, December 11/12.
Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, two miles.
Fairbourne, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01341 250362.
Running: October 23-31.
Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½ miles.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily until October 29.
Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: TBA.
Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: October 24-31, November 2-4,
9-11, 16-18, 23-25, 30, December 1/2. No
Santa trains in 2021.
Llanelli & Mynydd Mawr
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cynheidre, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 07956 082305.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5.
Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen. Tel: 01495 792263.
Running: Halloween Ghost Trains

October 28-31. Santa trains TBA.
Rhyl Miniature Railway
15in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Tel: 01352 759109.
Running: Santa Specials December 11/12,
18-24.
Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4½ miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily until October 31 (diesel).
Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½ miles.
Tywyn, Gwynedd. Tel: 01654 710472.
Open: Daily except December 20/21, 25,
January 1/2, 8.
Running: Daily until October 31,W/Es
until December 19 plus December 26-31.
Tinsel & Turkey Trains December 5, 12, 19,
Santa Specials December 22-24.
Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Henllan, Ceredigion, SA44 5TD.
Tel: 01559 371077.
Open:W/Es.
Vale of Rheidol Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, 12 miles.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.
Tel: 01970 625819.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Welsh Highland Heritage
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 513402.
Running: October 27-30.
Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.
Caernarfon, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: October 25-28.
Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.
Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.
Tel: 01938 810441.
Running: October 23-31.

SCOTLAND
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo’ness, West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 825855.

Running:W/Es & Tues until end of
October.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus.
Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: TBA.
Doon Valley Railway
Standard gauge.
Dunaskin, Ayrshire.
Open: TBA.
Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Dufftown,
Banffshire.
Tel: 01340 821181.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19.
Lathalmond Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Scottish Vintage Bus Museum,
Lathalmond, nr Dunfermline.
Tel: 07379 914801.
Running: Suns in October.
Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼ miles.
Banchory, Kincardineshire.
Tel: 01330 844416.
Running: TBA.
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles.
Aviemore, Inverness-shire.
Tel: 01479 810725.
Running: October 28-30.

IRELAND
Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland
5ft 3in gauge. Whitehead, Co. Antrim.
Tel: +44 28 9358 6200.
Open: Museumopen Thurs to Sat.
Running: TBA.

Fletcher Jennings0-4-0WTNo. 2DolgochandKerr Stuart 0-4-2STNo. 4EdwardThomasat theTalyllynRailway’sRhydyronen
station. STUARTWILLIAMS/TR
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YES,we’rea railwaymagazine,not
aclassiccar title,but thisvehicle
doeshavequitestrong linkswith
steampreservation…

For the past 30 years, a garage in
Rochdale has harboured a secret
– a British Leyland Maxi owned by
well-known preservationist Richard
Greenwood, also part-owner of
BulleidWest Country Pacific No. 34092
City ofWells. Last used in 1991, the
Maxi also acted as a‘support vehicle’
for No. 34092 during its main line runs
in the 1980s, until a BR Mk.1 support
coach – Brake First Corridor No. 17019
– was finally acquired in April 1988,
with the assistance of BR Intercity
special trains manager DavidWard.

The Maxi was exhumed from
its tomb on September 16 and
taken away for restoration by a Mr
Illingworth, of Mixenden, near Halifax.

John Sagar, a volunteer on
No. 34092’s support crew in the 1980s,
said:“It’s been known to carry ‘West
Country’axleboxes in its boot!

“When we opened it up, we found
a veritable time capsule inside, with
long-forgotten overalls and gloves,

Pacific becomes a ‘4-0-2’
HERE’Sawheelarrangement
youmightneverhaveheardof
before…a4-0-2.

Reader Alan Brant hurriedly
snapped a picture on his
phone when this Gresley A3
Pacific appeared on screen in a
TV advertisement. As he puts
it: “Amazing propulsion by a
loco with no driving wheels!”
Picture:ALANBRANT

and magazines dating from the
summer of 1991 on the seats. The
lights and radio still work perfectly,
but the rest will need a bit of
attention. As one wag was heard to
say, ‘That sums up Richard perfectly!’

“When looking for spare parts
for their locomotives, members
of heritage railways’ locomotive
departments have often concluded,

‘Oh, Richard Greenwood’s bound to
have one of those in his garage’.”

As for the Mk.1 support coach,
adds John:“Sadly, it was destined to
run only 2500 miles on BR behind
No. 34092 before the latter’s main
line certificate expired. However, with
me as caretaker, it went on to run a
further 60,000 miles on the Keighley
&WorthValley Railway and main line,

on hire mainly to locos as diverse as
Nos. 45596, 60532, 45407, 76079,
6201, 30777, 45305, 70013 and 61994,
though a few others got a look-in too!

“We sold it to the East Lancashire
Railway and Class 40 Preservation
Society jointly in June 2017. The
highest speed we recorded with it was
94mph and I doubt whether the Maxi
could have matched that!”

TheBritishLeylandMaxiownedbyRichardGreenwood, emerging
fromthegaragewhere it has slumbered for the last 30years,
watchedby itsnewowner,Mr Illingworth. JOHN SAGAR

Once the ‘support vehicle’ forWestCountryCityof
Wells. JOHN SAGAR

Areyouauserofonlineprofessionalnetworking
websiteLinkedIn?
If so, followthe recently launchedHeritageRailwaymagazinepageon
LinkedInatwww.linkedin.com/company/heritage-railway-magazine/

City ofWells ‘support vehicle’
is exhumed for restoration
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Thankyouforyour responses tothecaption
competition in issue284, showingthe firemanof
J27No.65894 inadeckchaironthebackof the
locomotive’s tender.Unsurprisingly, thereweresome

‘tenderbehind’jokes in thecrop,but theonethat
madeus laughthemostcamefromrailway

bookdealerNigelBird: “Ifonlybeer
camedownthatpipe, I could live

uphere.”

And finally…
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NEXT STOP

Your lighter takes
If you’vegot aquirkyphoto, tale, poem,or anythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorToby Jenningson tjennings@mortons.co.uk

Issue287outNov26
NEXT ISSUE PLUS PRE-ORDER

ISSUE 287SHEDBOOSTFOR
SEVERNVALLEY
John Titlow reports
onplans to repair
and upgrade Bridgnorth shed to keep it at the
forefront of locomotive restoration andoverhauls.

Noneed topop to the shops in four
weeks’ time... simply order your next
HR frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr
or call01507529529.

SCANME WITH YOUR
PHONE CAMERA!

Includes our annual free calendar
packedwith stunning steamy views
andourOff The Shelf Christmas gift
reviews guide.






