




OneofDoncaster’s finest,A3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsman, passesEghamwithSteamDreams’ ‘Cathedrals Express’ fromLondonVictoria toSalisburyand return
onSeptember21. STUART APPLEBY

Iwasdelightedtoattendthedelayedofficialopening
ceremonyforDoncaster’snewRailHeritageCentre
inDanumGallery,LibraryandMuseumandinspect

theexhibits,manyofwhichareonpublicdisplay for
the first time.As reported inHeadlineNews,pages6
and7, thecurrentcentrepiecesof themuseumare
Doncaster-builtV2GreenArrowandC1AtlanticNo.251,
but finallywenowhaveachancetoviewunseen
itemsfromthe legendaryDoncasterGrammarSchool
RailwayCollection.

However, what impressed me most was the huge
degree of civic pride rightly being shown in the
town’s world-shaping railway history by the leaders
of Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council, which
begged the question – why was such a museum not
set up long ago?

For me, the idea of Doncaster, which derived
much of its prosperity from the Plant, the great LNER
workshops which turned out the likes ofMallard and
Flying Scotsman, being without a railway museum
to showcase its transport treasures is very much like
having Stratford-upon-Avon without Shakespeare’s
birthplace or its theatre.

General public awareness of local railway heritage,
and the immense contribution it makes towards
completing the identity of any town transcends our
particular sector. It is not there just for us enthusiasts
but for all of its residents and visitors alike. Railways
shaped the modern world we have inherited – to
lose sight of an integral and essential part of our
past is a step towards losing sight of who we are.

After the ceremony, I boarded the train to
Grantham and attended a meeting of South
Kesteven District Council’s planning committee,
where members were asked to decide on the future
of plans to build 373 new homes in Bourne. The
Lincolnshire town was once a four-way railway

junction but lost its passenger services in 1959
when the Midland & Great Northern Joint Railway
lines became the first complete system within
the nationalised railway to be closed – sending
shockwaves through the industry two years before
Dr Richard Beeching was appointed as British
Railways chairman.

These plans controversially include the demolition
of Bourne’s last surviving and publicly accessible
major railway-built structure – a classic and in many
ways unique three-arch Victorian overbridge, which
in its day would have been seen by rail travellers
as a trademark gateway to the town. Unlike other
examples of railway infrastructure in Bourne, it
survived simply by being forgotten, entombed for
decades in a mass of vegetation that became an
unofficial wildlife haven.

The developer does not need to demolish it to
free up space. Instead, it has earmarked the bridge
site as part of a ‘pocket park’and children’s play area,
both of which could easily be located elsewhere
on the planned estate. Thanks to Bourne History
Group, townsfolk not only have been made aware
of the existence of Bridge 234 and its historical
importance, but have been adding their support to
a campaign to save it (News, page 14).

At that committee meeting, a near-unanimous
majority of councillors voted in favour of a
motion which could yet (and should) prevent the
demolition of the bridge. Yes, it is small fry when
considered alongside Doncaster’s vast array of
steel-wheeled treasures, but Bridge 234 is an
irreplaceable part of another town’s rich pageant
of history, and those enlightened South Kesteven
councillors deserve widespread acclaim for their
hugely commendable stand and far-sightedness.

RobinJonesEditor
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GrahamBoyesandChrisBarron fromtheDoncasterGrammarSchoolRailway
Collection,AndrewMcLean fromtheNationalRailwayMuseumandDamianAllen
fromDoncasterCouncil, inside thenewRailHeritageCentreat its official opening
onSeptember16.NRM

Whistles andgauges fromthe
DoncasterGrammarSchoolRailway
Collectionondisplay. ROBIN JONES

Weasel,Daisy,Nelly,Haweswater... thisparticularwall is said to carry the largest
collectionof industrial locomotivenameplates in theUKandmaybe theworld.
ROBIN JONES

Station lampshelping to illuminate
railwayhistory far andwide.
ROBIN JONES

Someof thegreatestnames fromthedaysof steamarenowdisplayedon this
wall in thenewRailHeritageCentre.NRM

ByRobinJones

PRIDE in local railway heritage was
emphasised at the official opening
ceremony for Doncaster’s new
showpiece Rail Heritage Centre on
September 16.

As reported in issue 281, the
centre – located in the new Danum
Gallery, Library and Museum, with
LNER V2 2-6-2 No. 4771 Green Arrow
and GNR C1 Atlantic 4-4-2 No. 251 as
the current star exhibits – opened its
doors to the public on May 29.

However, Doncaster Council, the
Trustees of the Doncaster Grammar
School Railway Collection and the
National Railway Museum opted for
a formal ceremony now that national
Covid restrictions have been lifted.

The centre showcases the
importance of the rail industry to
Doncaster and the pivotal role that
the town and its world-famous
plant have played in world transport
history.

The centre also displays more
than 500 items of railwayana and
memorabilia from the Doncaster
Grammar School Railway Collection,
many on show for the first time. It will
be refreshed with additional exhibits
at regular intervals.

Swindon, hub of the GWR empire,
has its STEAM Museum, and Crewe
its Heritage Centre, while Darlington,
home of the Head of Steam
museum, is still turning out new
steam locomotives in the form of A1
Tornado and P2 Prince ofWales. But

until now, Doncaster had not had
an official focal point for its world-
shaping railway history and heritage.

The council’s chief executive,
Damian Allen, greeted guests by
saying: “It is fantastic to welcome to
Danum Gallery, Library and Museum
the people who have contributed to
making this astounding Rail Heritage
Centre possible. It’s been a true
partnership effort.

“Having two locomotives back
home in Doncaster where they were
built, complemented by an incredible
array of rail related exhibits and
artefacts is just incredible.

“Together they showcase the
golden age of steam and the vital
role Doncaster played in making
it happen.”

NRM’s head curator and assistant
director, Andrew McLean, said:
“The NRM is proud to partner with
Doncaster Council to loan two of the
most iconic of all Doncaster-built
locomotives to add to the Danum
Gallery, Library and Museum’s
rich and fascinating displays. By
celebrating Doncaster’s important
contribution to the railways, I hope
future generations will be inspired to
make their own mark in continuing
the engineering legacy of this
great town.”

Representing the grammar school
collection, Chris Barron said: “This
is the result of a long but successful
collaboration. The trustees are
delighted with the outstanding
support we have received from the

HEADLINE NEWS
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New showpieceDoncaster
museumnowofficially open



Camelot steamsagain inpreparation forBluebell‘Giantsof Steam’gala
BRStandard 5MTNo. 73082Camelot
has steamedagain at the Bluebell
Railway followingoverhaul.
The Riddles 4-6-0 underwent

a successful steam test, to its
full boiler pressure of 225psi, at
Sheffield Park on September 15,
giving it a new 10-year boiler
certificate. Test runs were expected
to take place on September 23,
and the engine is due to run at
the line’s Giants of Steam gala on
October 8-10.
The ‘Standard Arthur’went into

the works at the start of this year
with a leaking firebox foundation
ring, but the opportunity was
taken to carry out additional boiler
work in order to gain a fresh ticket,
as well as mechanical maintenance

on the locomotive’s bottom end.
Many of the boiler fittings have
been refurbished, including the
valve for the chimewhistle.
Peter Gibbs, chairman of

owning group the 73082 Camelot
Locomotive Society, said: “It is an
ex-BR fitting and has been prone
to leakage, making the whistle
sound rather ‘watery’at times.”

Crest change
Anewboiler blowdownvalve has
also beenfitted, andmost of the
ashpan replaced,with awater spray
added to reduce dustwhen it is
emptied. Grease lubrication has
been added to the slideswhich carry
the firebox feet and allow theboiler
tomove in the frames as it expands.

Pipework has also been refurbished
or replacedwhere needed.
On themotion, most of themain

rod bushes have been replaced,
the expansion links reground and
new die-blocksmanufactured,
while the brake rigging has also
received new bushes where
necessary. The coupled wheelsets
were removed on the works’
wheeldrop for the axlebox horn
guides to be examined and re-
shimmed to the correct clearances.
The locomotive now carries the

later BR crest for the first time
in preservation, with the boiler
cladding and tender having been
repainted by Heritage Painting.
The cabsides were also changed

tomatch the late crest, with the

power class 5 above the number
instead of the earlier ‘5P/5F’, and
a yellow triangle instead of the
previous circle. The Southern
Region’s TIA water treatment
systemwas originally denoted
by the yellow circle, but it was
quickly changed to a triangle to
avoid confusion with theWestern
Region’s route availability symbols.
�The 73082Camelot Locomotive
Society is appealing for funds to
replenish its bank account, having
contributed £35,000 towards the
overhaul.To findout howyou can
help, and to read the story of how
thegroup rescued the engine from
Barry scrapyard and restored it,
see our special feature onpages
52-57.

National CollectionduoV2No. 4771GreenArrowandGNRC1AtlanticNo. 251
inside thenewRailHeritageCentre. ROBIN JONES

council. We look forward to working
alongside heritage staff to make
the collection better known and
appreciated by local people and
visitors from all over the world.”

Coun Nigel Ball, the council’s
cabinet member for public health,
leisure, culture and planning, added:
“Danum Gallery, Library and Museum
is a wonderful community asset and
visitor attraction in Doncaster town
centre.

“It features the restored frontage
of the former Doncaster High School
for Girls and many of its original
features. It has modern libraries and
educational facilities, fascinating
museums, a great art gallery and, of
course, a marvellous Rail Heritage
Centre.”

The Doncaster Grammar School
Railway Collection was started in
1948 by the school’s railway society.
Its instigator and eventual curator of
the collection was pupil Tony Peart,

who continued building up the
thousands of pieces until he died in
2006.

While the collection is diverse and
varied, reflecting railways in every
part of the UK, it has a clear emphasis
on Doncaster’s heritage.

Pride of place goes to nameplates
from locomotives designed by Sir
Nigel Gresley and built at Doncaster
such as Cock O’ The North and Silver
King. After 70 years hidden away in
a tower at what is now Hall Cross
Academy, the collection is now being
placed on public display for the first
time at the new heritage centre.
� The trustees of the school
collection have released a new 60pp
book, Treasures in the Tower, telling
the story of the unique collection
of more than 10,000 items built up
over many decades. It is available
priced £7.99 from themuseum shop
and Doncaster Tourist Information
Centre.

Gleaming in its newcoatofBRblackwith late crest, BRStandard5MT
No.73082Camelot lifts both its safetyvalvesat 225psi as it undergoes
a steamtest at SheffieldPark shedonSeptember15.PETER GIBBS
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Swanage to runWareham
services for 90 days in 2022
ByRobinJones

THE Swanage Railway is preparing for
the introduction of a second one-year
selected days passenger train service
between Swanage andWareham,
where a connection will be made
with SouthWestern Railway main
line services.

Subject to a satisfactory business
case, the line intends to initially
operate the new Wareham service
over 90 days between April and
October 2022 using its DMUs, which
have been overhauled to main
line condition thanks to a grant
from the Government’s Coastal
Communities Fund.

This grant has also enabled
essential work on upgrading the
track and infrastructure between its
existing limit of passenger operation
at Norden park-and-ride station
and the junction with Network
Rail’s London to Weymouth line,
near Wareham.

The Project Wareham three-car
Class 117 DMU was used for the first
time on a Norden to Corfe Castle
and Swanage service during the
August bank holiday ‘Roads to Rail’

Cockerill articulatedGarratt 2-6-2+2-6-2No. 87of1936and theworld’s first BeyerGarratt, TasmanianRailwaysK10-4-0+0-4-0K1, together atDinason theWelsh
HighlandRailwayonSeptember17.On loan to restorer theStatfoldBarnRailway for10years, K1 returnedhome for theWelshHighlandRailwaySociety’s September
17-19annual generalmeetingweekend,duringwhich itworkedpassenger trains fromCaernarfon toRhydDdu formembers.CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

SwanageRailwayvolunteerandProjectWarehamsignalling
projectmanagerMikeWalshawshowsNationalRail
HeritageAwards chairmanTheoSteel the interiorofNorden
Gates level crossing signalboxduring the judges’ visit on
September4.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Earmarked for regular running toWareham, theSwanage
Railway’smain line-registeredClass 117DMU is seen in
public serviceat SwanageonAugust 27.
ANDREWPMWRIGHT

steam rally next to Norden station.
Full details on days of operation of
Wareham services and ticketing
arrangements will be announced
nearer the time.

Meanwhile, National Railway
Heritage Award judges – who
awarded the railway the Abellio
Signalling Award in December 2019
for its innovative signalling system
enabling trains to run to Wareham
– paid a belated visit to present the

award plaque on September 4. Their
planned visit was delayed by Covid.

The design, installation, testing
and commissioning of the signalling
system between Norden Gates level
crossing and Network Rail’s station
at Wareham was a four-year project
that took 3000 hours of work by a
dedicated team of Swanage Railway
volunteers between 2011 and 2015,
led by volunteer Mike Walshaw, a
retired electrical engineer with the

Ministry of Defence Scientific Civil
Service. Mike said: “The biggest
challenge of the project was meeting
the very demanding standards
imposed on us by Network Rail for
operating in part on an electrified
main line into Wareham station.”

The award plaque has been
installed in Norden Gates level
crossing signalbox, the exterior of
which was modelled on the ’box at
Lyme Regis station.



Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 9

Overhaul of Taff Vale No. 28 can begin
as first funding landmark is reached
ByRobinJones

THE first fundraising milestone has been
reached to enable the overhaul and
eventual return to steam ofTaffVale
Railway 0-6-2T No. 28 – the last surviving
Welsh-built standard gauge steam
locomotive – at the Gwili Railway.

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic,
the first £32,000 towards the engine’s
overhaul has been raised by the Gwili
Vintage Carriage Group. A grant of
£18,250 from the Association for
Industrial Archaeology has been
backed by public donations.

The funding will enable the first
sections of the engine’s frames and
motion to receive essential repair
work and will also enable the boiler
to be lifted and inspected.

The condition of the boiler will
determine the remaining cost and
timescale for the project, but the
overall cost is expected to reach
£160,000. The boiler inspection and
the first phase of work is due to be
complete by next spring.

Following the overhaul, No. 28 will
operate Gwili passenger services. It is
hoped that the engine will eventually

MeasuringupTaffValeRailway0-6-2TNo. 28’s oldwater tankbeforeCAD
modelling thenewone.GR/ NRM

Wight tube duo prepare
for South Wales ‘first’
WALES issoontoget its first twoLondonUndergroundtrains.
Thetwotube trainsets–Nos.483006and483008,which
weredeliveredtotheUndergroundin1940andlatterlysaw
serviceonthe IsleofWight’s IslandLineasBRClass483–were
acquiredby theLondonTransportTractionGroup following
theirwithdrawal.

The group has now reached agreement with the
Llanelli & Mynydd Mawr Railway at Cynheidre for the
sets to be based there, and will deliver them in the
coming months.

While No. 483008 requires significant work to make
it accessible to the public, it is hoped that No. 483006,
which formed the last Class 483 service on January 3,
may be opened for inspection by visitors soon after its
arrival. It is believed that this will be the first time that a
tube train will have visited Wales.

At first, both units will be placed on disconnected
track, but the new owners aim to run them on the
railway at a later date. The group’s plan is to use one of
the cars from No. 483008 to carry batteries; as built, they
ran using current taken from conductor rails.

Earlier hopes that they could have been based on
the Epping Ongar Railway, a former tube line, did
not materialise.

Class483 tube trainNo. 483006, seenon the IslandLine, is
beingprepared for a future inSouthWales. LTTG

haul a rake of surviving Taff Vale
Railway vintage carriages which are
being restored separately.

No. 28 was built in 1897 at the Taff
Vale Railway's Cardiff West Yard Works
and withdrawn in 1927. Owned by
the National Railway Museum, it has
run in the heritage era but has not
steamed in more than 30 years.

David Murray, the Gwili Railway’s
project manager for the overhaul,

said: “I would like to thank everyone
who has generously contributed to
the project so far. Reaching this first
target is an important milestone and
will enable us to inspect the boiler
and give us a much better idea of
how much work will be needed to
complete the overhaul.”
�Contributions towards theoverhaul
ofNo. 28 canbemadeatwww.
taffvalerailway28.co.uk/Fundraising/

West Somerset
trade ‘better than
expected’ – but
more is needed
WEST SomersetRailwayplcchairman
JonathanJones-Pratt said that the
line’s financial fortunesduringthe
peaksummerperiodwerebetter
thanexpected.

July showed a profit of £49,503
compared to a budgeted loss of
£29,036, while income during the
month mainly comprises fares of
£123,794, retail income of £49,588,
locomotive department income of
£14,255, and restoration income of
£11,264.

“While the results for July are very
encouraging, we still have work
to do here,”he said.“When we set
the budgets, we were cautious and
forecast a loss of £416,458 for the year
to the end of July. We have achieved
a better result, with a smaller loss of
£148,594.

“We don’t yet know the complete
fare income for August, though early
returns are promising and most trains
are well loaded.”

Culture Fundbid
However,headded:“Oncewebreakeven
onourday-to-dayoperations,we must
raisemoneyto invest inand improve
thetrack, infrastructureandstock for the
future.Weneedtomakeprogressonthis
throughthecomingwinter toget ready
foranevenbusier2022.

“We are working on a further Culture
Recovery Fund bid and a bid to the
Somerset County Council Fund.

“Our own SOS recovery fund,
launched in June, is slowly building
but more effort is required.

“The recent incoming main line
excursions and the servicing were
excellent and demonstrate the good
reputation we have with external
operators.”

The £1 million SOS appeal has
passed the £50,000 mark. The WSR
is looking to increase this figure
rapidly now, with the help of a new
fundraising drive to push donations
in different ways, plus some specific
infrastructure projects that the line’s
two charities can also support.

Illuminated trains
After launching itsChristmasprogramme
onAugust30withboththetraditional
SantaExpressandnewWinterlights
illuminatedtrains,bothseasonal
productshavebeeneagerlysnapped
up;2650ticketshavebeensold,
bringing inmorethan£55,500 inmuch-
needed income.Winterlightshasdone
particularlywell,with 2000tickets soldat
avalueof£42,500altogether,andsome
trainshavealreadysoldout.EarlySanta
Expressbookingshavesold650tickets,
withavalueof £13,000.

The WSR remained hopeful that the
delayed opening of the new Seaward
Way level crossing in Minehead will
take place in October.

HagleyHallboilerpasses
test alongside fellowHall
ONSeptember15,despiteBridgnorthyardbeing full of
locomotivespreparing for theSevernValleyRailway’s
autumnsteamgala the followingday, theboiler of
flagshipGWR4-6-0No. 4930HagleyHallunderwenta
steamtestonaflatwagonandwasbroughtup to its
workingpressureof 225psi.
The boiler passed its test and the railway is waiting

to fix a date for the final hydraulic examination
with British Engineering Services, its independent
boiler surveyor, which effectively provides insurance
validation.
Providing all goeswell, the 10-year boiler clockwill

be reset and once completed, the boiler can then
be placed back into the frames, thereby passing a
hugemilestone.

No.4953PitchfordHallbeing steamed following its
arrival for theSevernValleyRailway’s autumnsteam
gala (feature, pages68-71) and theboiler ofNo. 4930
HagleyHallbeing tested. JOHN TITLOW



Asight veryunlikely tobe seenagain in thenear futurewithNo. 60009’s
impending retirement– theA4waits atRamsbottomstationwith the9.51am
service forRawtenstall asNo. 60103heads throughnon-stopwitha train forBury
BoltonStreetonAugust30.MARTYN TATTAM

The ‘cod’smouth’ iswoundopenonUnionofSouthAfrica toaccess the smokebox
door,whileFlyingScotsman simmers in thebackgroundduring the3P20Charters
night shootatBuryBuckleyWells onSeptember2. EDDIE BOBROWSKI

No.60009 crosses theRiver Irwell at SummerseatonAugust 29.ALANWEAVER

East Lancashire Railway gala
swansong for ‘Number Nine?’
EXCLUSIVE

ByCedric Johns

FOLLOWING a lengthy lay-off because
of the threat of Covid-19, which closed
theEastLancashireRailwayuntil late
spring,visitingA4No.60009Unionof
SouthAfricamadeawelcomereturnto
steaminMay andJuneand isbookedto
appear in the line’sOctober15-17gala.

As reported more than a year ago
the 4-6-2 was given over to the care of
the ELR after its main line certificate
expired, with an agreement that the
engine was placed at the disposal
of the railway until such time that its
boiler ticket ran out.

It seems that the A4 has proved to
be a popular attraction, only to be
recently overshadowed by the recent
visit of A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying
Scotsman.However,Union of South
Africa remains to remind visitors that
the A4s ruled the roost on the daily
King’s Cross to Waverley route.

But with other previously
announced farewell running dates
now‘to be confirmed’, will No. 60009
stay in East Lancashire after the gala?

Its owner, Dr John Cameron CBE,
revealed that the current agreement
with the ELR runs out in January – so
what then?

Unless a new contract is drawn
up, he said that the engine’s boiler
certificate remains valid until early
April next year and he is prepared to
hire the 4-6-2 to any heritage line for,
say, a three-month period, should
interest be shown.

All this uncertainty marks the build-
up of Mr Cameron’s desire to establish

a public display of the A4, its support
coach, and his K4 No. 61994 The
GreatMarquess, which is presently at
Bo’ness. He is currently concentrating
on making the final touches to a
farmland visitor centre at Balbuthie.

Once that project is complete,
he will turn his attention to the

creation of a railway museum. He
reported that support is growing, on
the basis that it will generate more
tourists to Fife for the benefit of local
business establishments.

In his introduction to a new book
– Union of South Africa, Stories from
the Support Crew – John wrote:

“From my first visit to see‘Number
Nine’at Ferryhill depot in Aberdeen,
where the knowledgeable foreman
fitter – the late Jock Tosh, a real
railway character – informed me that
‘Number Nine’was the best of the A4s
still running, the engine and support
crews have been a big part of my life”.

–
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UnionofSouthAfrica crossesBurrsCountryParkwith the last trainof thedayonAugust29. SIMON ROBERTS

Ascene reminiscentofKing’s Cross ‘TopShed’, orperhapsHaymarket, in theearly 1960sasA3No.60103FlyingScotsmanandA4No.60009UnionofSouthAfricastand
onshedatBuryBuckleyWells duringanight shootorganisedbyRichardNewtonof3P20ChartersonSeptember2. EDDIE BOBROWSKI

“Even at the negotiation to purchase
‘Number Nine’, those involved were
so helpful.

“The chief stores controller at
Buchanan House, as it was then,
informed me that only registered
metal dealers could purchase
old locomotives.

“He then asked if I had any
machinery. I replied that I only had
tractors and combines, whereupon he
replied, ‘Okay, you are a metal dealer!”

“Over a lifetime of memories, one
unfading was of 2015 for the opening
of the Borders Railway, where‘Number
Nine’successfully hauled the royal

train conveying Her Majesty the
Queen from Waverley to Tweedbank
for the opening ceremony.

“Now both‘Number Nine’and I are
going quietly into retirement.

“But none of these memories could
have been possible without the
willing participation of the various

members of the support crew, to
whom I am eternally grateful.”

John received a CBE for services
to agriculture in 1986 and became
a Doctor of Technology at Napier
University in 1998 and then a Doctor
of Laws at St Andrews University
in 2017.
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Agaugedifferenceof three inches separated thesepairs at theTalyllynRailway’s 100thbirthdaygala forNo. 4 EdwardThomas: Frpm left arevisitingKerr Stuarts
DianaandStanhopeona specially-laid2ft gaugedemonstration trackat TywynWharf, andTattoosNos. 4and7. PHIL TUGWELL

Back in the country forwhich itwasbuilt: Sirpar class 0-4-0TDiana in theTywynWharf line-upofKerr Stuart locomotiveson
September11.BARBARA FULLER

Edward Thomas celebrates
100th birthday at both its lines!
ByRobinJones

TALYLLYN Railway0-4-2STNo.4Edward
Thomashasmarked itscentenaryby
returningtotheCorrisRailway forwhich
itwasbuilt in1921 beforebeingsoldto
its‘sister’2ft3ingauge line 30years later.

The Tattoo class locomotive was
built by Kerr Stuart of Stoke-on-Trent
to become the fourth operational
Corris locomotive, the other three
being in a poor condition and in need
of overhaul. After the GWR took over
the Corris in 1930, No. 4 worked the
line with Hughes 0-4-2ST No. 3 of
1878.

At nationalisation in 1948, No. 4 was
out of service and in need of overhaul.
When the Corris Railway was closed
by BR that year, the two locomotives
were stored under a tarpaulin on a
siding behind Machynlleth station
for three years until Nos. 3 and 4 were
purchased by the newly-formed
Talyllyn Railway Preservation Society
in 1951, to be named Sir Haydn and
Edward Thomas respectively.

On September 4/5, No. 4 made a
return visit to its former home line
for a 100th birthday gala weekend,
running with 2005-builtTattoo replica
No. 7.

No. 4, which had not headed a
passenger train from Corris station
since 1930, carried a suitable
birthday headboard.

Links with the past
The weekend also brought some
welcome visitors whose parents and
grandparents had worked on the Corris
before its closure in 1948.

Selwyn Humphreys is the son of
Humphrey Humphreys who was
the last regular driver and fireman,
working from the locomotive shed at
Maespoeth Junction where No. 4 was
housed during its return. Elizabeth
Humphreys, Humphrey’s sister, was
the final stationmistress at Corris.

The railway’s mechanical engineer
in the 1920s when No. 4 was delivered
was Albert Hulme who performed or
arranged work on the locomotive to
ensure that it worked reliably after
initial problems – not to mention a
mishap when the original chimney
was damaged in a collision with an
overhanging branch or structure.

A first class engineer, he was also
responsible for amalgamating
components of the original trio of
Loughborough steam engines built
in 1878 into one locomotive which,
numbered 3, worked with No. 4
until the Corris was closed by BR. He
seems to have lost his job when the
GWR took over the line in 1930 and
returned to his native Manchester.

Albert’s grandsons David and
Stephen came to the event where
they met Jackie Jeffrey whose
grandfather Thomas Squire worked
with him on the Corris in 1926, when
he lived in Esgairgeiliog, served by
the next station down the line from
Maespoeth Junction.

After the Corris closed in 1948, the
engines seemed destined for scrap,
but the stationmaster at Machynlleth,
Campbell Thomas, hoped that they
might have a future life and kept
them sheeted over in the goods yard
at his station, away from prying eyes.
Had it not been for the actions of Mr
Thomas it is unlikely that either would
have survived.

Temporary renaming
After three years under his care, they
were purchased by theTalyllyn in 1951,
helping to establish the world’s first
heritage railway.Without the Corris
pair it is questionable as to whether
theTalyllyn preservation project would
have succeeded, and the history of
the heritage era might have been
very different.

To recognise its role in the birth
of railway preservation, No. 4 was
temporarily renamed Campbell
Thomas in the presence of Chris
Magner whose book The Saviours
of British Railways Narrow Gauge

Railways relates how Mr Thomas and
other BR officials helped to conserve
and preserve locomotives and
infrastructure of mid-Wales narrow
gauge lines including the Welshpool &
Llanfair and the Vale of Rheidol.

The following weekend, September
11/12, No. 4 returned to the Talyllyn
to continue the celebrations with
another gala – and was accompanied
by No. 7.

In addition to Edward Thomas
running, special trains were made up
over the weekend in which Edward
Thomas ran as a double header with
No. 7.

The Talyllyn gala weekend also
featured two other visiting Kerr
Stuarts, 0-4-0T No. 1158 of 1909
Diana, and Apedale Valley Light
Railway-based 0-4-2ST Tattoo No.2395
of 1917 Stanhope, which both ran on
temporary 2ft gauge track giving cab
rides in the yard at Tywyn Wharf.
Diana, which was supplied new to

the Kerry Tramway in mid-Wales, had
been partially restored after being
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Above: Tattoo twins84years apart inage: CorrisNo. 7 linesupalongsidevisitingNo. 4atMaespoeth
JunctiononSeptember2. JOHN TITLOW

Right:No. 4EdwardThomasdoubleheadswithvisitingnew-build ‘sister’ Tattoo0-4-2STNo. 7atHendy
bridgeon theTalyllynRailwayonSeptember10.BARBARA FULLER

Hauling its first passenger trains
on itsoriginal line in91years,
No. 4EdwardThomasapproaches
Corris stationwith theempty
coaching stock for the11amservice
trainonSunday, September5.
PAUL STRATFORD

bought by enthusiast Graham Mullis
in 1964. It was purchased in 2014 by
Talyllyn member and volunteer Phil
Mason who completed its restoration
in 2015.Dianawas back in service,
on the Bala Lake Railway, by the end
of that year.Diana’s own centenary

in 2017 was celebrated by a tour of
several UK railways including Statfold
Barn, Beamish Museum, the Ffestiniog
Railway and the Welsh Highland
Railway. It is currently operating on
the Amerton Railway.
Stanhope had been owned by

several companies, the first being civil
engineer Holloway Brothers for work
on the construction of 1000 homes
in Rosyth, relating to the Royal Naval
dockyard. It was then transferred
to Kent for the construction of the
Swanley bypass, following which

ownership passed to Durham County
Water Board, where it acquired its
name.

The gala weekend was
complemented by another of the
popular Talyllyn Railway craft beer,
cider and gin festivals.
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Councillors support
growing campaign to
save Victorian bridge
ByRobinJones

CAMPAIGNERS fighting tosavethe
Midland&GreatNorthernJointRailway’s
Bridge234 inBournefrombeing
knockeddownaspartofa newhousing
schemehavewonnear-unanimous
backingfromdistrictcouncillors.

At their meeting in Grantham on
September 16, members of South
Kesteven District Council’s planning
committee voted 8-1 against
approving developer Bellway Homes’
application for a ‘pocket park’and
children’s play area on the site of the
bridge adjacent to the Lincolnshire
town’s Elsea Park housing estate, on
the grounds that it did not go far
enough to protect its heritage – in the
form of the bridge.

As previously reported, Bellway
wants to build 373 homes on land
surrounding the late Victorian
overbridge, and has said that while
it wants to demolish it, it plans to
create a memorial to the distinctive
three-arch structure by using salvaged
bricks to create part of the play area,
as well as erecting a memorial sign.

Campaigners for the bridge led
by Bourne History Group, who are
now backed by a growing number
of townsfolk as well as the district
councillors, say that is not good
enough for what is the last surviving
and publicly visible complete railway-
built structure from Bourne’s days as
a four-way junction. They point out

that saving the bridge would not
prevent Bellway from building any of
the planned homes, but it would be a
major heritage asset to the new estate
and the town as a whole.

In recent weeks, signs calling for
Bourne Bridge 234 to be saved have
been displayed in shops throughout
the town. Locals have now formed
a charitable trust to repair, conserve
and maintain the bridge at no cost
to council taxpayers or the Elsea Park
Residents’Association, and explore
other options for its future. A petition
to save the bridge has been signed by
nearly 1400 people.

Site clearance
Atthemeeting,CounRosemary
Kaberry-Brownsaidthecouncil should
doeverything possible tostopthe
demolition goingthrough.“Weshould
beseentobestanding up,”shesaid.

Coun Ian Selby said:“The Local
Plan calls for the protection of the
historic environment. The developer is
missing a golden opportunity to give
something back to the community.”

Coun Phil Dilks added:“I just think
the bridge is, and could be, quite an
attraction if looked after properly.”

Councillors also voted to attempt to
hold fresh talks with Bellway over the
future of the bridge.

However, in the same week,
developers cleared several acres of
vegetation and 20-year-old saplings
from adjacent land in advance of

the next stage of building work; the
bridge site remained fenced off and
untouched.

Meanwhile, after residents and
councillors won their battle to save
the historic Wycombe Railway bridge
in Horspath, Oxfordshire, which they
feared was at risk of demolition by
Highways England, as reported in
issue 278, repair work is now set to
start on October 11.

The renovation is set to take until
December 17. It will ensure the
bridge’s continued use for locals for
many years to come while preserving
an important piece of British heritage,
said a statement from Government
road agency Highways England’s (now
National Highways) Historical Railways
Estate.

The infilling or removal of redundant
railway bridges by Highways England
(HE) has come under growing criticism
in recent months. As reported last
issue, Prime Minster Boris Johnson
ordered a halt to HE’s plans to fill in
69 Victorian bridges with concrete
and demolish another nine over the
next five years. However, Bridge 234
is not part of the HE portfolio; it is
privately owned.
�ThepetitiontosaveBridge234cam
besignedathttps://you.38degrees.org.
uk/petitions/preserve-our-heritage-
bridge-234
Moredetails about the campaign

canbe foundatwww.facebook.com/
BourneHistoryIN BRIEF

�VINTAGETrainswill nowhave
train running control provided by
the Rail Operations Group after DB
Cargowithdrew its services, but
DBC is still providing train crew
and competencemanagement
support. Meanwhile, therewill
be noTyseley LocomotiveWorks
openweekend this autumn.VT
chairmanMichaelWhitehouse said
that building and improvement
workwould be occupying the site,
with further enhancement of the
15in gauge line underway.
� PACER DMUNo. 144001 was
placed in the grounds of Airedale
General Hospital on September
5 for use as a communal area to
support patients and their families.
It is the third of three such units to
find new community uses as part
of the Department for Transport’s
‘Transform a Pacer’competition,
the others having gone to amental
health charity in Huddersfield station
and a Bradford primary school, the
latter forming a laboratory.

Goodasnew–Berwyn’s classic station
is all set to takeholidayguests.
GEORGE JONES

ASeptemberaerial viewof threatenedMidland&GreatNorthern JointRailwayBridge234.BOURNEHISTORY GROUP

Book holidays
at Berwyn
station again
FOLLOWING major restorationof the
LlangollenRailway’sBerwynstation
house, theproperty isnowavailable
tobookthroughholiday letting
companyHoseasons.

More than 600 hours of volunteer
input has gone into this project.
In addition to work by outside
contractors, the building has received
repairs to its trademark timber and
the chimney, cleaning and repairs
to gutters and downpipes, repairs
to the lime render and block paving,
and repairs to and a repaint of the
window frames.

After several weeks encased in
scaffolding, the external repairs and
repaint of the station house have
been completed.

The station is once more revealed
in its black-and-white mock Tudor
splendour, with internal redecoration
also completed to allow for letting the
three-bedroom property as holiday
accommodation for the first time in 18
months. A deep clean of every room
has also been carried out.
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Fifth suburban Mk.1 and
vandal-hit DMU returned
to traffic at Llangollen
CARRIAGE restorers have completed a
£5000 project to return 1955-built Brake
Second suburban compartment coach
No. E43359 to working condition at the
Llangollen Railway.

The York-built coach, which
seats 72 persons in six separate
compartments, has taken three years
of volunteer effort to restore it at
Pentrefelin Carriage & Wagon Works.

On September 10, No. E43359 was
taken for a trial run attached to the
rake of four suburbans forming the
11am departure from Llangollen
behind Class 26 D5310. It recreated a
scene from the late 1950s when such
trains ran on the Eastern Region lines
into King’s Cross, and the assembled
five suburbans offered a unique
train operating formation on the
heritage line.

As reported last issue, the
opportunity was taken during the
restoration to provide additional
capacity for less able passengers. The
luggage space within the guard’s
compartment was partitioned off
and fitted with seats and space to
accommodate wheelchair users and
their carers.

Llangollen Railway Trust deputy
chairman Phil Coles said: “The
suburban coaches will provide the
regular set for weekend trains during
the autumn period running through
to Halloween. Either a steam or diesel
locomotive will haul the train and
offer an example of what it was like
to travel into the City of London in
pre-electrification days.”

The five-coach formation is BS
No. E43182, Second Lavatory Open
No. E48004, Second No. E46130,

Composite Lavatory No. E43012 and
BS No. E43359.

Meanwhile, the trust had George
Fletcher’s Class 108 two-car DMU
restored to its 1960s BR livery in time
for the August bank holiday weekend
services after two sets were spray-
painted by vandals four days before.

A railway statement said: “It is
evident the incident was not a
spontaneous action by an individual,
but rather a well-co-ordinated attack
by a group which had specifically
identified a target for their
handiwork and came to the railway
well prepared for their night-time
activity.

“The police are reviewing CCTV
footage and gathering forensic
evidence to identify the perpetrators
of this damage.”
�Autumnrunningon the reopened
LlangollenRailway is confined to
Wednesdays toSundays,withDMU
tripsonweekdaysand locomotive-
hauled services atweekends.The
resumptionof coachpartybookings is
helping thepassenger loadings.

BeyerPeacock0-4-0STNo. 1827of1879atDilhorneParkwith theKnotty
CoachTrust’sNSRcarriagesonSeptember4. KIERON RIGBY

TheLlangollenRailway’snewly-
assembled five-coach suburban set
atCarrog,withNo. E43359at the rear.
GEORGE JONES

VeteranBeyerPeacock shunter
steamsagainat FoxfieldRailway
BEYERPeacock0-4-0STNo.1827of
1879has returnedtosteamat the
FoxfieldRailwayafter twoyearsout
ofaction.
The formerBeyer Peacock

GortonWorks shunter,whichwas
originally built as an0-4-2 crane
tank,made its debutonSeptember
4/5 at theheadof theKnotty
CoachTrust’s train of vintageNorth
Staffordshire Railway carriages. A
unique1884-builtMidlandRailway
saloonhas just returned to the line
for restoration andeventual use
with this set.
Amid-termmechanical overhaul

onNo. 1827has includedwork
on itsmotion, replacement of the
timber in its bufferbeams (which
consist ofwood sandwiched
between two steel sections) anda
newsmokebox.
It has been turnedout in the

linedgreen livery that itwore
atGorton from the1930s to the
1950s. It previously carriedboth

plain and linedblackguises in
preservation,which are also
historically authentic.
It is the second0-4-0ST tobe

turnedout from theFoxfield’s
workshops this year, the first
havingbeenHawthorn Leslie
No. 3581of 1924Marston,
Thompson&EvershedNo.3,
outshopped in July.
This formerBurton-on-Trent

brewery shunterwas the second
steam locomotive to arrive at the
Foxfield in 1967, but it last steamed
at theGreat Central Railwayover
40 years ago.
A third 0-4-0ST, Kerr StuartWitch

classNo. 4388of 1926, is also
nearly ready to return to service.
Acquired last year by JackDibnah,
sonof famous steeplejack Fred
Dibnah, it haspassed its boiler
tests andmade trial runs around
the yard, albeitminus its saddle
tank, forwhich a replacement still
needs tobemade.

TheEppingOngar
Railway’s September
11/12 steamgala sawthe
Worcester Locomotive
Society’sGWRpannier
tankNo. L92 (5786)back
ona former London
Transport route for the
first time in50years,
makinghalf a century
since theendof steamon
LondonUnderground.
It is pictured crossing
CripseyBrookviaduct
onSeptember11.Also to
mark thehalf centenary,
the line’sOctober8-10
LondonTransport
weekendwill feature
twoother visitors in
LTmaroon livery, Bill
Parker’sGWR2-6-2T
No. 150 (5521) andClass
20No. 20227, aswell as
Class 20D8001.
KATIE PICKERSGILL/EOR
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World’s newest steam
locomotive set for debut
ByRobinJones

THE world’s newest steam locomotive
is now being trialled on southern India’s
metre-gauge Nilgiri Mountain Railway
for imminent entry to passenger service.

The Southern Railway’s Golden
Rock Railway Workshop recently
unveiled the first-ever coal-fired X
class 0-8-2T to be built in the country.

Trials for No. X-37400, which is
equipped with dynamic, band brake
and vacuum brake systems, have
been successfully completed at
the workshop, and the Ministry of
Railways said: “The ‘Black Beauty’
will soon be inducted into service
in the UNESCO-listed Nilgiri
Mountain Railway.”

Rack and pinion
X class locomotives are used on the
17-mile section between Coonoor and
Mettupalayam, where the steepest
gradient is 1-in-12.5 and where the Abt
rack-and-pinion system is used.

They were first acquired to replace
the line’s original Beyer Peacock
2-4-0T rack locomotives, which were
not powerful enough to handle the
traffic.

The first batch of 12 X class
locomotives was built by the Swiss
Locomotive and Machine Works in
Winterthur and delivered between
1914 and 1925, and the second batch

of five arrived in 1952. Four more
members of the class were built in
India between 2011 and 2014, but
these were all oil-fired. Golden Rock
began work on building one coal-
fired and one oil-fired X class in 2020,

but construction was hampered by
Covid-19.

The 29-mile railway from
Mettupalayam to Ooty in the
Nilgiri Hills is world-famous for its
scenic views.

The first cylinder castingproduced
for anewfleetof Lynton&
BarnstapleRailwayManningWardle
2-6-2Ts. JONWHALLEY

TheRomney,Hythe&Dymchurch
Railway’snewheritage centreatNew
Romney station,whereyou can find
outabout the railway inwartime,
visits by royalty andHollywoodstars
like Laurel andHardy, seasideholidays
and taking the train to school.RHDR

Ready to roll:NewNilgiriMountainRailwayXclassNo.X-37400 in theGolden
Rockworkshop.MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS

First cylinder is cast fornewL&BManningWardlefleet
THEfirstofnine cylindershasbeen
cast for aplannedfleetofnew-
build Lynton&BarnstapleRailway
ManningWardle2-6-2Ts.
Following its successful

construction of replica Baldwin
2-4-2T No. 762 Lyn for the revived
L&B atWoody Bay, the 762 Club
nowplans to construct replicas
of all four of the original line’s
ManningWardle 2-6-2Ts – Nos. 759
Yeo, 760 Exe, 761 Taw and 188 Lew.
The first cylinder has been

produced at Cerdic Foundry of
Chard, using the original patterns
from the construction of Ffestiniog
Railway-based L&B 2-6-2T No. 190
Lyd, whichwas completed in
2010. Some improvements to the
cylinder design have beenmade
in the light of experiencewith this
locomotive.
The first castingwas sent to

Boston Lodgeworks on the
Ffestiniog Railway for checking
and declared satisfactory. Cerdic
Foundry has therefore been
given the go-ahead tomake the
other eight cylinders, alongwith

their end covers and valve chest
covers. Nine castings are being
produced to leave one spare for
Lyd, which has just returned to
service following its first 10-yearly
overhaul.
Yeo and Exewill be the first of the

fleet to be constructed, with Yeo
being built atWorkshop X and Exe
at Boston Lodge.The first two sets
of castings, including the spare for
Lyd,will all be finish-machined at
Boston Lodge, while those for Taw
and Lewwill be placed in store in

Devon until work commences on
those locomotives.
Quotes have been obtained for

the pony truckwheels fromPeak
Pattern Co. in Sheffield, which
made thewheels for Lyn, and
quotes are also being sought for
the drivingwheel tyres.
Couplers and their springs are

also being obtained as part of a
larger order for the L&BR, while the
next items to be producedwill be
themotion forgings for two of the
locomotives. Larger items such as
themain frameswill be ordered
later; an initial set of frame plates
cut for Yeomany years ago have
nowbeen scrapped.
It is estimated that each

locomotivewill cost about
£500,000 and take five years
to build. Arguably, theywill be
genuineManningWardle products,
as the Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
Trust owns the original company
trademark.
More details of the project

and how to help can be found at
https://762club.com

New Romney
heritage centre
is now open
THE Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch
Railway hosted a double celebration on
September 4 when Krupp 4-6-2 No. 11
BlackPrince returned to traffic after
seven years and the new heritage centre
at New Romney was opened.

General manager Danny Martin
welcomed Paul Thomas, the Mayor
of New Romney, to cut the ribbon to
declare the centre open.

The association worked during
the lockdown to complete the
installation of panels and showcases
inside the centre, set up inside the
old New Romney paint shop.

After Black Prince (picture, page
106),YEC 4-6-2 No. 10 Doctor Syn
will be the next locomotive to
be overhauled.

RHDR Association trustee Nigel
Whitburn said: “The funding of the
rebuild of Black Prince is an example
of our ongoing financial support
and now the establishment of the
heritage centre achieves another of
our aims.”

IN BRIEF
� A3 Pacific No. 60103 Flying
Scotsmanwill bemaking return
trips on theMid-Norfolk Railway on
October 2, 3, 9, 10 and 16. Between
trips, tickets can be purchased to see
the train at Dereham.
� LLANGOLLENRailwayTrust-
owned Kitson 0-6-0STNo. 5459
of 1932Austin 1 is to stay on the
Somerset andDorset Joint Railway
atMidsomer Norton until January.
It will take part in a photographic
charter onOctober 9, the end-of-
season gala onOctober 23-24, and
Santa specials onDecember 11/12
and 18/19.
� THE privately-owned Richmond
Light Railway has acquired Quarry
Hunslet 0-4-0ST No. 827 of 1903
Sybil from the BreconMountain
Railway. Built for the Pen-Yr-Orsedd
slate quarry near Caernarfon, it was
preserved in 1968 by BMR founder
Tony Hills.
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.
ValeofRheidol’sAberystwythworkshop isback inactionat‘90%capacity’

SentinelNo. 68153 inactionat theMiddletonRailwayonSeptember3.CHRIS GEE

Newly- overhauledLNERSentinelNo. 68153 in the sylvan surroundingsof theMiddletonRailway’s little-usedBalmRoad
branchduringa30742ChartersphotoshootonSeptember3.ANDREWRAPACZ

Middleton’s LNER Sentinel
steams again after 24 years
ByTobyJennings

UNIQUE surviving LNERY1 class
Sentinel No. 68153 has returned to
steam at the Middleton Railway after
almost a quarter of a century.

The 1933-built former BR
Departmental locomotive was in
action at the Leeds line for a 30742
Charters event on September 3,
running alongside NER H class
0-4-0T No. 1310 in one of the latter’s
last steamings before its own
10-yearly overhaul.

The Sentinel, which last steamed in
1997, was able to haul demonstration
goods trains for the assembled
photographers but cannot enter
full service until a problem with its
vacuum brake system is resolved.

Its steam brake allowed it to safely
work the loose-coupled goods trains
but for reasons the railway has so far
been unable to trace, it cannot create
more than 15 inches of vacuum –
some way short of the regulation
21 inches needed to control
passenger stock.

“It steams ok but it’s fighting us
all the way,” said Ian Smith, vice-
president of the Middleton Railway
Trust, which owns the locomotive.
“It’s getting there, but we’re still
testing it and dealing with the snags.”

Its pairing with the LMS brake van
during the charter, he added, was
reminiscent of the railway’s first

DESPITEhavingstaffplacedonthe
Government-supported furlough
payment schemeduring the
coronaviruspandemicduring last
year, theValeofRheidolRailway’s
Aberystwythworkshop isnowback
at90%productioncapacityand
muchengineeringprogresshasbeen
made.

As reported in issue 283, the
contract to overhaul Beyer Peacock
0-6-0TNo. 822TheEarl for the
Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway
has been completed.The low-
loader that tookbackTheEarl then
returnedwith ex-Sierra Leone
RailwayHunslet 2-6-2TNo. 85,
which has notworked since 2010.

VoR staff have stripped the
locomotive and reported on its
condition. No. 85 is now in storage
and theWLLR’s decision on the next
step to be undertaken is awaited.
Next in line forworks attention

is the completion of the overhaul
ofVoR residentHanomagNGG13
2-6-2+2-6-2Garratt No. 60 (10551

of 1927), earmarked to enter service
before the endof this season.
Work is also about to recommence

on restoration of SecondWorld
War Baldwin 10-12-D 4-6-0TWDLR
No. 794 (No. 44699/1917).
It will be completed asWelsh

HighlandRailwayNo. 590, for the
WelshHighlandHeritage Railway.

regular passenger trains. “Standing
on the balcony behind it took me
back 50 years,”he said.

Although the line ran its first
passenger trains during the Leeds
University rag week in 1960 – thus
becoming the world’s first volunteer-
operated, standard-gauge preserved
railway – only occasional special
trains ran between then and July
1969. This was when the Sentinel
and LMS brake van formed the first

regular workings over the private
freight line.

The overhaul, which is the
Sentinel’s second in preservation,
has included the replacement of the
inner firebox with a nearly-new spare
item; construction of a new outer
firebox wrapper, after the original
was condemned; a new superheater;
and replacement of a cracked
cylinder block.

A new set of cylinders was obtained
from the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway in
exchange for the loan of No. 68153’s
injectors as patterns to have new
ones cast for their Sentinels.

“With a good condition inner
firebox, it’s going to last for years,”
said Ian.

Recent priority
Work on No. 68153 commenced in
the early 2000s, although it has only
become a priority in recent years as
other engines in the Middleton’s fleet
approached the end of their 10-year
boiler certificates.

Stalwart Manning Wardle 0-6-0ST
No. 1601 of 1903MatthewMurray, for
instance, has just been withdrawn

after failing with injector problems.
“It only had five weeks left on
the ticket, so there was no point
repairing it,”explained Ian.

The H class reaches the end of its
boiler certificate early next year,
while Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST Slough
Estates No. 3 (No. 1544 of 1924)
was withdrawn at the beginning
of this year. Taking their place in
the operating fleet are No. 68153,
Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST Swanscombe
No. 6 (which, as reported last issue,
has just returned to steam) and
Manning Wardle 0-6-0ST No. 1210
of 1890 Sir Berkeley. The latter is
expected to steam next year, with
the frames rewheeled and the boiler
tubes delivered. It is to be restored as
close as possible to the lined green
livery of its first employers, railway
contractor Logan & Hemingway, for
whom it worked on the construction
of Nottingham Victoria station.
Slough Estates No. 3will be next

in the queue for overhaul, said Ian,
along with Hunslet 0-4-0ST NCB
No. 11 (Works No. 1493 of 1925),
which last steamed at the Battlefield
Line around 25 to 30 years ago.
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Planningconsent is granted for
Bridgnorth station refurbishment
PLANNINGpermissionand
listedbuildingconsenthasbeen
granted for theSevernValley
Railway’s refurbishmentof
Bridgnorth station.
As reported last issue, the SVR

plans to renovate the Grade II
listed 1862 buildingwith internal
alterations to thewaiting room,
an extension to the bar area of
the Railwayman’s Arms pub,
and the reconstruction of the
parcels office at the northern end
which is suffering from structural
movement.
The SVR is now seeking

Building Regulations Approval
and preparing the structural
calculations required, sending
invitations to contractors to
tender for themainworks, and
obtaining quotes for the electrical
work, fitting out the shop and
refurbishing the pub.
The project will include

interpretation of the building’s
history, and the SVR is appealing
for historical photographs and
stories about the station – in
particular the parcels office, which
was constructed in 1940when
Bridgnorthwas the location of a
large RAF basic training camp for

Bridgnorth
shed appeal
tops £360k
THE firstphaseofworktorefurbishthe
SevernValleyRailway’sBridgnorthshed
isalmost funded,withanappeal having
passedthe£360,000 mark.

As reported last issue, the‘Home
and Dry’appeal aims to raise £475,000
to replace the shed roof, improve the
lighting and install an overhead crane.

Shelagh Paterson, executive director
of the SVR Charitable Trust, explained:
“The roof has a very limited life span –
just two years at most. It’s critical that
this is addressed as soon as possible,
with the crane being installed after
the building is made safe and dry. The
total cost of this first phase is £380,000
and so we are already very close to
being able to fund this in its entirety.”

The latest figure includes a grant
pledge of £25,000 from the Roger
& Douglas Turner Charitable Trust
and pocket money donated by
three young enthusiasts, as well as
contributions from their parents.

One, six-year-old Nicholas Ragan,
so enjoyed a recent visit to the SVR
and the Engine House at Highley that
he gave his £2 pocket money to the
appeal, while his parents donated
£50. SVRCT fundraising co-ordinator
Gem Bilek said:“This is the loveliest
donation I have ever had to process.

257 Squadron back soon, withManston to follow
BULLEID Battle of Britain Pacific
No. 34072257Squadron is expected
back in service on the Swanage Railway
in October, with classmate No. 34070
Manston to follow.
257 Squadron returned to steam

in 2018 following overhaul but, as
reported in issue 281, failed in late
May with a leaking main internal
steam pipe. It was thought that it
would have to be sent to Tyseley
Locomotive Works to be repaired,
but SLL and Swanage Railway staff
and volunteers at the line’s Herston
Works have successfully carried out
the work in-house, removing the
superheater header and elements to
access the pipe.

The replacement steam pipe was
due to be delivered as we closed
forpress in late September, and
Simon Troy, chairman of owning
group Southern Locomotives Ltd,
said that it was hoped to complete
the work by mid-October.
Manston has been undergoing

its 10-yearly overhaul at Tyseley,
where its boiler was due to undergo
a hydraulic test on September 28,
with a steam test to follow two weeks
later.

It will then have its casing
reassembled before being
transported back to Herston for its
brake gear to be refitted.

about 3000 recruits. To contribute,
email victoria.evans@svrlive.com
SVR generalmanager Helen

Smith said:“Wewill only know the
timescales of the project when the
selected contractor confirms the
price and their availability.
“We need to do theworks in the

shutdownperiod, whichwill be
January toMarch of either 2022
or 2023.
“As youmay be aware, the

current climatemakes it difficult
to gain commitments from
contractors due to the pandemic
and the lasting effects of Brexit.
“Both of these are causing

supply issues for both
staff andmaterials for all
construction companies.”

“It really reinforces my faith in
human nature.”

Volunteer project manager Antony
Bartlam is expecting planning
permission for the alterations by mid-
October. This is required because the
new roof will change the appearance
of the building by adding translucent
sections to let in more natural light,
while the colour of the roof and wall
cladding, subject to the approval of
Shropshire County Council, will be
changed to anthracite.

Donations can be made at www.
svrtrust.org.uk/home-and-dry
�Aseparateappeal for £5000 to
replace theGWRbracket signalpost at
Bewdley is60%of theway to its target,
with£3110 raised.Thenewposthas
beendelivered toKidderminster and
isbeingprepared for erection in the
autumn. It has initiallybeenpaid for
through the signallingdepartment’s
budget toensure thatotherprojects
donothave tobedeferred.Donations
canbemadeatwww.justgiving.com/
campaign/bracket-signal

It is hoped that No. 34070, which
last steamed in 2017, could return
to service by the end of the year,
although Simon cautioned: “I can’t
see it happening before Christmas.”

Another of SLL’s Bulleids, recently
overhauled rebuilt West Country
No. 34028 Eddystone, also failed
on August 24 when a 10in crack
was discovered in its bogie frame.
However, it was expected to return to

service in late September thanks to
the Mid-Hants Railway, which agreed
to loan the bogie from No. 34007
Wadebridgewhile Eddystone’s
is repaired (Wadebridge is to be
overhauled at the MHR for possible
main line use – see page 64).

The cab of SLL’s ex-Barry Merchant
Navy No. 35025 Brocklebank Line is
to move to Herston for restoration,
where a new cab will also be made

for its other Barry restoration project,
rebuilt West Country No. 34010
Sidmouth. The latter will use the cab
from Battle of Britain No. 34053 Sir
Keith Park as a pattern when that
locomotive (currently in service at
the Spa Valley Railway) is back at
Herston during its 10-yearly overhaul
next year. Sidmouth’s frames are also
due to move to SLL’s other base at
Sellindge in Kent for shotblasting.

Holesandpurlins in the roofof
Bridgnorthmotivepowerdepot.
ANTHONY BARTLAM/SVR

BattleofBritainNo. 34072257
SquadronapproachesHarman’s
Cross stationwitha train from
Swanageon July29 last year.
ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Theparcels office at theendof
Bridgnorth station. TONY BENDING
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Making its last gala appearance
beforeoverhaul, LNERB12
4-6-0No. 8572hauls theBRMk
1suburbancoachesaway from
SheringhamonSeptember5.
PETER FOSTER

A7Fbackonseaside special
duty:No. 53809headsalong
the coastpast Sheringham
golf courseduring theNorth
NorfolkRailway’s steamgalaon
September5. PETER FOSTER

‘MIDLAND&GREATEASTERN’:

North Norfolk returns
to the steamgala fray
IT WAS a case of‘Midland in, Eastern out’
on September 3-5, as the North Norfolk
Railway held its first steam gala in two
years.

Somerset & Dorset 7F 2-8-0
No. 53809 had returned to service the
weekend prior to the event, following
18 months receiving attention to
its spring hangers, while LNER B12
No. 8572 was making its last gala
appearance before its impending
10-yearly boiler overhaul. As reported
in the previous issue, the Great
Eastern-design 4-6-0 is expected to
be withdrawn at the end of the NNR’s
main season in October.

It was the first steam gala on the
former Midland & Great Northern
Joint line since September 2019. The
planned Spring Steam Gala of March
27-29, 2020 was cancelled in the
wake of the coronavirus outbreak,
and since then the only gala was a
Mixed Traction weekend this July.

There were no visiting locomotives
on this occasion, as newly appointed

NNR commercial manager Graham
Hukins explained: “We decided at
an early stage not to hire in a guest
engine – it was just too great a risk.

Six in steam
“When we were drawing up plans, there
were still uncertainties around Covid
and what we’d be allowed to do.We’re
still very much in recovery mode, and
we’re still honouring bookings from last
year for dining and Santa trains.

“But we’re in the fortunate
position of having six home fleet
engines, so we can run a really
intensive timetable.”

Joining the 7F and B12 were
Great Eastern Y14 0-6-0 No. 564,
BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0 No. 76084,
9F No. 92203 Black Prince and WD
2-10-0 No. 90775 The Royal Norfolk
Regiment, with the LNER ‘Quad-Art’
coaches and a demonstration goods
train in use. Double-headed workings
included the Somerset & Dorset-style
combination of the 7F and No. 76084,

and a pairing of Riddles superpower
with the 9F and WD.

Graham said afterwards: “The gala
was extremely well supported with
2744 passengers carried across the
three days, making it one of our most
successful galas in recent years. It
is a tribute to the engineering and
maintenance teams that we were
able to field an impressive line-up
of six tender locomotives all from
the home fleet, and the operating
department made great use of them
to put on a fantastic show with 12
hours of action each day.

“We are looking forward to the
Members’& Shareholders’Day on
October 9, which will showcase the
collection of our supporting charity,
the Midland & Great Northern
Society, with the B12 making one
of her final appearances and the
Victorian train returning to service,
having been sidelined during
Covid and the initial resumption
of services.”
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BR4MT2-6-0No. 76084pilots theB12on theQuad-Art setonSeptember5.
PETER FOSTER

GERY140-6-0No. 564 stridesupWeybournebankwithagoods trainon
September4. JAMES KINDRED
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The teamthatoverhauledLancashire&YorkshireRailway0-6-0No. 957 in
Haworth shedonSeptember8. Theyare, front, left to right: JohnForster,Derek
Binner, Philip Shackleton,MikeCurtis; back:NevilleWilkinson, JeremyMead.

Philip Shackleton,whoplayedamajor role in the long-runningoverhaul of
No. 957, on the locomotive’s footplate.

‘GreenDragon’ returns for
Railway Children celebrations
Wordsandpicturesby
RodneyTowers

THE long-awaited reappearance of traffic
on the Lancashire &Yorkshire Railway
0-6-0 No. 957 to Keighley &Worth
Valley Railway took place in late August,
celebrating its starring role in the 1970
filmThe Railway Children.

Restored in the fictional Great
Northern & Southern Railway green

livery it wore for its role as the ‘Green
Dragon’ in the production, the
Barton Wright Class 25, built by Beyer
Peacock in 1887, ventured out for a
round trip on the KWVR on August 27,
double-heading a service train with
Midland Railway 4F 0-6-0 No. 43924.

Mike Curtis, who has led the
‘Ironclad’s’ recent overhaul, said: “All
the bearings remained cool, and the
loco in general performed well. There

are quite a number of jobs still to do
on it, of course.”

It then took part in the KWVR’s
belated 50th anniversary celebrations
of the filming, held on the August
28-30 bank holiday weekend – a year
later than intended, having been
cancelled in 2020 because of the
pandemic.

Philip Shackleton, who hails from
the same family as explorer Ernest

and who leads KWVR staffing and
volunteering, said: “It’s been a
long five-year task to carry out the
complete overhaul of 957 and it’s
been a real team effort.

“We found that 50% of the work
was on the boiler, led by Ralph
Ingham, and 50% on the lower end of
the locomotive, led by myself.

“One surprising discovery was that
while we knew the wheels were made

Stopping the last trainof theevent: Volunteers stageaRailwayChildren cameo re-enactment, bringingMidland4FNo.43924with thevintage carriage rake toahalt
as it arrives atOakworthonAugust30.
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Below:USATransportationCorpsS1602-8-0No. 5820headsup toOxenhopewith
amorningPullman trainonAugust28.

AHomeGuardmemberondutymakesapoint to the ‘new’ SecondWorldWar
RailwayChildrenonAugust28.

Above: The ‘GreenDragon’, L&YR0-6-0No. 957, andMidland4F0-6-0No. 43924
double-head the last vintage trainof theday toOxenhopeonAugust28.

Midland4F0-6-0No. 43924heads thevintage trainpastOakworthmoundon
August28.

of cast iron, we thought the side rods
were made of steel. We sent these
to Keighley Labs for crack detection,
who found by x-ray that these were
wrought iron, and so will be original.

“Importantly, we have also now
built in a steam heating system for
the first time so this locomotive can
operate on the railway in winter.

“We were very much up against
the clock to finish the overhaul in
time for the event. The bright green
livery was simply a result of our
having to find an‘off the shelf’colour
and not attempt any modern colour
matching, for which no technical
records exist.”

The two other principal features
of the event were the re-enactment
cameo of ‘new’Railway Children
flagging down and stopping the
train, and the assembly of an all-
vintage rake of coaches, two of which
had also appeared in the original film.

The cameo re-enactment of the
film’s famous ‘landslip’scene was
staged just downhill from Oakworth
station. KWVR volunteer Eileen
Denning persuaded teenage relatives
Katelyn and Bethany to dress in
Second World War period costumes
(the new sequel to the original film
is set in the 1940s) and perform
the twice-a-day stopping of two
different trains under the safe care of
stationmaster Richard Ashworth.

The vintage train consisted of two
L&YR six wheelers, the 1912 L&YR
Club coach and two of the Vintage
Carriages Trust’s Metropolitan Railway
coaches, as used in the original film.

Trust chairman Trevor England
said: “The star item in our museum,
the GNR six-wheeler used in the
original film, was not used but we
did specifically repaint one of our
Metropolitans in Railway Children
livery, maroon and cream.”
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FORMER Gloucestershire and
England cricketer Jack Russell has
completed the restoration of a private
owner wagon at Kidderminster
Railway Museum.

The former wicketkeeper, who
played 54 Tests over 10 years for
his country, often honed his artistic
skills while on tour or watching for
his county Gloucestershire, but it
was a different type of painting this
time as he applied the lettering
to the seven-plank wagon during
August.

Now a professional artist, this was

the first time he’d done signwriting.
Part of the KRM collection, the

wagon has been restored in the
livery of James Harry Smart & Sons, a
coal merchant based at Chalford.

It is one of 10 such wagons donated
to the Severn Valley Railway by the
British Sugar Corporation at Foley
Park in July 1969, with four more
following in May 1971, although all
but four were scrapped by 1990. It
was registered as No. 16053 in 1937
and carried the number BSC 13, but
nothing more is known about
its history.

Howzat? Ex England cricketer
completes wagon restoration

HIGHSpeedTrainpower cars
have runon theSevernValley
Railwayaspart of a contractwith
main lineoperatorColasRail.
As reported last issue, five

of the Class 43 power cars –
Nos. 43251, 43257, 43272,
43274 and 43277 – have been
in store at the SVR’s Arley
stationwhile awaiting a return
tomain line use onNetwork
Rail test trains.
The contract includes

access to SVR facilities such
as inspection pits to carry
outwork on the locomotives,
and onAugust 23, Nos. 43272
and 43274were hauled to
Kidderminster by Class 50
No. 50049Defiance for an exam
and brake pad change.
The following afternoon, they

made a test run under their
ownpower along the length of
the SVR, fromKidderminster to
Bridgnorth and back to Arley.
Visiting Class 31No. 31466,

from theDean Forest Railway,
alsomovedNos. 43251 and
43257 to Kidderminster for the
samework to be undertaken
on September 2. All five power
cars are expected to leave the
SVR shortly.

HSTpower cars
runonSevern
ValleyRailway

Class 43power carNo. 43274 in
the carriageandwagonyardat
Kidderminsterprior toa test run.
KENNY FELSTEAD/SVR

JackRussell signwriting thewagon inAugust.MIKE ANDERSON/SVR

Drumboe in theHeritageEngineering IrelandworkshopsatWhitehead ready to
headhome.DRHC

Triumphant Donegal
homecoming forDrumboe
ByHughDougherty

COUNTY Donegal Railways2-6-4T
No.5Drumboe,whichhauledthe last
passenger trainontheCDRin 1959,will
bereturningtoDonegal in triumphon
Saturday,October9, followinga£100,000
restorationbyHeritageEngineering
Irelandat theRPSIworkshops
atWhitehead.

The locomotive, built in 1907 by
Nasmyth Wilson, has been restored to
a standard where it will be capable of
running order, with the exception of
the boiler which has been inspected
and marked for future full repair and
renewal for steaming.
Drumboe,which lay at the site of

Strabane station for nearly 30 years
after the railway closed, was initially
bought by Dr Ralph Cox for use in the
USA, but was rescued in 1989 by the
North West of Ireland Railway Society,
which still owns it.

Carried on an articulated low
loader belonging to Donegal Railway
Heritage Centre supporter Edwin Kirk,
who has already transported several
items of CDR rolling stock for the
museum, the engine – resplendent in
its newly-applied red paint – will leave
Whitehead around 10am.

Photographic stops
Thecavalcadewillhaltat thesiteof
Strabanestation forphotographsaround
noon,beforecrossing intoDonegal,
andproceedingtoDonegalTown,with
stopsatCastlefinstationandStranorlar,
whereaBusEireannstationoccupies
thesiteof the formerCDRheadquarters.
The locomotivewill stopthere for
photographsbesideapublicmemorial
to therailwaywhich includes aStranorlar
stationsignandtheclock fromthe
stationclocktower.

After following the route of
the railway through the scenic
Barnesmore Gap,Drumboewill be
given a Gardai escort into Donegal

Town, where the locomotive will be
on public display in the Diamond
main square, where DRHC staff are
providing a pop-up museum to tell
the story of what is a remarkable
survivor.
Drumboewill then be moved to the

museum, with craning onto prepared
track, beside a platform and canopy,
taking place the following day.

Donegal Railway Heritage Centre
manager Niall McCaughan said:“We
have dubbed the whole event The
Homecoming, and it will be a great
day for Donegal, with extensive
national and local media coverage as
the return of the locomotive which
pulled the last passenger train in
Donegal has caught the public’s
imagination.

“We are delighted, that just two
years after kicking off our appeal
to bringDrumboe home, we have
succeeded in achieving our objective.

“Heritage Engineering Ireland has
done a superb job and all work has
been carried out to allow the engine
to operate in future. I’d like to thank
all those who supported our appeal
which has made all of this possible.”

Railway restoration?
Construction industry supply issues
have meant that the platform and
canopy at DonegalTown are not
yet complete, but are expected to
be by November, when an official
opening and welcome home will be
held, involving politicians, funders
and enthusiasts.

Niall also said that the museum
is looking closely at restoring a
length of track on which to operate
Drumboe, and the society has made
representations proposing restoration
of the CDR main line through the
Barnesmore Gap to the Ballybofey-
Donegal leisure corridor project.
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BagnallAusterity0-6-0STTheDuke receiving its overhauledboiler at
Wirksworthon July21.BAGNALL LOCOMOTIVE GROUP

The limitededitionBuggleskelly
LimeWorkswagonbeingproduced
to raise funds forAusterity saddle
tankTheDuke.
BAGNALL LOCOMOTIVE GROUP

Open forbusiness: The formerCockermouthKeswick&PenrithRailway stationof
Bassenthwaite Lake thatDi andSimonParumshave transformed intoa thriving
caféand tourist attraction, completewithaMurderonTheOrient Express
locomotiveand three carriages. In thebackground is the lakeafterwhich the
station isnamed. PAUL JOHNSTON

Tourists replace passengers
as Cumbrian station reopens
ByGeoffCourtney

THE smiling faces and excited youngsters
said it all to Di and Simon Parums – their
painstaking transformation of a 156-year-
old Lake District former railway station
into a café and tourist attraction has been
worth every minute of the two years they
have devoted to the project.

There were ups and there were
downs, probably even doubts as
to the wisdom of their decision to
undertake the work, but the dream
became reality in early August.

The station is Bassenthwaite
Lake, which was opened by the
Cockermouth Keswick & Penrith
Railway in January 1865 and
closed by BR in April 1966. The Up
eastbound platform and goods yard
subsequently disappeared under the
A66 Cockermouth-Keswick road, but
the Down platform, station building,
stationmaster’s house and signalmen’s
cottage defied all that the capricious
Cumbrian weather could throw
at them.

Di and Simon saw the potential
that few others would, bought the
derelict site, and made plans. And
they thought big – in the shape of a
full-size, 90ft long, replica continental-
style 4-8-2 steam locomotive and
three carriages that played a central
role in the 2017 multi-million dollar
blockbuster film Murder On The
Orient Express, based on the 1934
Agatha Christie novel.

The locomotive and carriages
were delivered at the end of 2019
and positioned on track beside the
crumbling platform. Since then Di,
Simon, and a team of contractors and

volunteers have worked long hours
to turn the derelict station building
into a café, refurbish the carriages to
provide additional catering facilities,
clear the platform of undergrowth,
and plant 3000 trees and shrubs.

Di said of the station building
restoration:“We think it as good as
it gets, in that it retains the original
character and atmosphere with
a colour scheme that is a pretty
accurate replication of the LMS.”

More than 500 visitors attended the
opening day and more than 100 hot
meals served.

As the initial success continued
into the coming days and weeks, Di
said: "We knew we would be busy
but didn’t anticipate it being as busy
as it is, and the feedback has been
fantastic.

“Restoring the station was like
seeing it waking up and opening its
eyes. It is really quite magical, and
wonderful to see people enjoying
what we have worked so hard on
these last two years.”

The site is situated close to a
nature reserve, and 53-year-old Di
continued:“We have taken special
care to preserve the natural beauty
of the surroundings, which serve
as a habitat for many species of
native flora and fauna that can be
observed from the peace of a wildlife
walkway that runs alongside the
newly-restored platform.”

Such is their commitment to the
cause that Di and Simon will be open
every day for the rest of this year
serving breakfast, brunch, lunch, and
afternoon tea, except Christmas Day
and Boxing Day.

Bagnall Austerityon thewaybackas
boiler returns toEcclesbourneValley
BAGNALLAusterity 0-6-0ST
No. 2746of 1944 TheDuke is coming
back together at the Ecclesbourne
Valley Railway,with the returnof its
overhauledboiler.

The boiler was craned back
into the locomotive’s frames at
Wirksworth on July 21 following
repairs at LocomotiveMaintenance
Services of Loughborough,
including replacement of the
firebox foundation ring, the firebox
backhead, the lower sections of the
outer wrapper, both tubeplates,
the ashpan and the smokebox.
TimOaks, of its owning Bagnall

Locomotive Group, estimated that
“the total cost of the overhaul so
far is somewhere over £250,000.”
To raise funds, the group is

commissioning limited edition
OO-gaugewagons fromDapol,
with recent releases being inspired
by the 1937 comedy filmOh!Mr

Porter (seeModel News, issue 282).
The latest item is a ridge-roofed
wagon lettered‘Buggleskelly Lime
Works’, with 225 to be produced
at £16 each plus £4 postage for up

to four wagons. Cheques payable
toTJ.Oaks can be sent to: 13
Trenchard Drive, Buxton, SK17 9JY,
or to pay by Paypal using the email
sleepermonster@yahoo.com
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Above: The last East Suffolk
LightRailway trainof
August 14 stands in thenew
platform,headedbyMotor-
Rail SimplexNo. 5Orfordness,
oneof two locomotiveswhich
formthemainstayof the
passengeroperation.
PHIL BARNES

Right: The flat crossingnear
Woodside station, showing
both2ft and standardgauge
tracks. PHIL BARNES

Cavalcadepilot: FormerBRLiverpool Street stationpilotNo. 08528 (D3690) is at
theheadof fiveotherdieselsduring theDerwentValley LightRailway’s inaugural
cavalcadeweekend.Behind theClass08areRuston&Hornsby165DSclassBritish
Sugar, JohnFowlerChurchill, Class 04D2245, andat the rearClass03No. 03079.
Ruston&Hornsby88DSclassOctaviusAtkinson is outof sight towards the rear
between the04and03diesels. JONATHAN STOCKWELL

ByGeoffCourtney

IT may not have the pulling power or
scenic splendour of its neighbour, the
NorthYorkshire Moors Railway, 25 miles
up the road, but the DerwentValley
Light Railway is gaining a reputation
for punching above its weight – and
this was admirably illustrated by an
inaugural cavalcade gala over the
August 29/30 bank holiday weekend.

Based in York’s Murton Park, the
home of the Yorkshire Museum of
Farming, the railway operates on
a half-mile stretch of the original
DVLR that ran for 15 miles from
York Layerthorpe to Cliffe Common,
near Selby. It opened in 1912 for
mainly agricultural traffic although
passenger trains ran until 1926, and it
closed in September 1981, by which
time it was one of the last privately-
run commercial standard gauge lines
in the country.

In 1990 preservationists took over
the line within the park that is its

home today, and regular passenger
services started in 1993.

It now has a fleet of 10 diesels,
comprising three ex-BR and
seven industrial locomotives, of
which eight, including the BR trio,
are operational.

Six of those eight took part in the
Bank Holiday gala, which comprised
a cavalcade of all six and access to
the footplates for the many visitors,
who defied the unseasonal weather
and crowded the railway’s station.

The locomotives taking part in
the two days of activities were the
three former BR shunters – Class 03
No. 03079 (D2079), Class 04 D2245,
and Class 08 No. 08528 (D3690) –
coupled with Ruston & Hornsby pair
165DS class 0-4-0 British Sugar and
88DS class 4wDMOctavius Atkinson,
and John Fowler 0-4-0DM Churchill.

One of the gala’s top attractions
was No. 08528 leading the cavalcade,
with all the diesels’horns echoing
around the park, while the 08 was

also the subject of many a visitor’s
attention, as befits a locomotive that
in its BR heyday in the late 1970s
and early 1980s was immaculately
turned out in Great Eastern Railway
blue to act as the Liverpool Street
station pilot.

Jonathan Stockwell, the railway’s
archivist and quarterly newsletter
joint editor, said: “Despite the grim
weather there was an excellent
attendance, and hopefully its
success means it will become an
annual event.”

East Suffolk Light Railway’s
extension is up and running
ByPhilBarnes

THE East AnglianTransport Museum
has extended its 2ft gauge line.

The museum at Carlton Colville,
near Lowestoft, was founded on
a greenfield site at its current
location in 1965.

By 1973, the East Suffolk Light
Railway had been created and ran
along the northern edge of the site.

In 2016, the museum purchased
the adjacent five-acre field to the
west with a view to expansion.
Formerly farmland, this field
was then subject to planning
permission granted in a unanimous
vote by Waveney District Council.

The long-term plan is to expand
the museum’s trolleybus route, the
standard gauge tramway and the
2ft gauge line, with interchange
facilities being located in the south
west corner of the field.

Work started in March 2019 with
the ESLR being extended beyond
Woodside station and depot, with
a flat crossing being created across

the start of a new standard gauge
tram track.

During 2019, the line was laid
along two sides of the ‘new’ field
using rail sourced from a Ministry
of Defence site in Scotland. By that
September, the track had been laid
to the new station site.

A year later, a new platform had
been built.

Doubling the original line’s
length of 300 yards, the work was
carried out by permanent way
trains, mainly hauled using the
rarely-used Ruston Hornsby 4wDM
locomotive No. 177604 of 1936
Leiston.

Due to ongoing coronavirus
restrictions, the new extension did
not open until the spring of this
year and is the first of the three
main transport systems at the
museum to be expanded.

Once the new tram line is
completed, a signalling system
will have to be installed on the flat
crossing to ensure safe operation,
but for now this is not a problem.

First diesel cavalcade at
Derwent Valley Railway
defies the grim weather

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 27



KESR in landmarkmove to run
diesels with new ‘green’ fuel
ByGeoffCourtney

THE Kent&EastSussexRailway’s
credentialsasoneof thecountry’s
pioneering‘green’heritage lineshas
beenenhancedbyaground-breaking
moveto fuel itsdiesel fleetwith
environmentally-friendlybiodiesel.

The landmark decision follows a
pilot programme with the railway’s
Class 108 DMU on public services
throughout August, after which
drivers reported that the unit“had
never run so well”.

David Brenchley, the railway’s
locomotive delivery manager, told
Heritage Railway that the fuel used
was a new premium hydro-treated
vegetable oil (HVO) made from
renewable and sustainable raw
materials. It releases just 195kg of
greenhouse gas for every 1000 litres
of diesel burned, compared with
3600kg for traditional diesel.

Environmental responsibility
“We all know that burning fossil fuel is
bad for the planet, but heritage railways
are limited in what they can do to
reduce emissions,”he said.“Biodiesels
have been around for some time, but
initially they were a bit iffy, to say the
least, requiring alterations to machinery
and not mixing with normal diesel.

“The new HVO looks like diesel and
smells like diesel, but its raw materials

don’t release any new carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere. Our first delivery
of 2000 litres wasn’t overly expensive
and was delivered very quickly.

“The switch is just one of our ‘green’
initiatives, which also include buying
locally and looking at waste re-use
and recycling.”

KESR trustee Paul Vidler, a former
town planner and a volunteer for
50 years, said:“Our aim is to make
us a leader in sustainability and
environmental responsibility. We can
consider solar panels, wind turbines
and heat pumps – there are so many
ways we can lead by example, while at
the same time preserving one of the
loveliest heritage lines in the country.”

In addition to the Class 108, the
new fuel will be used by the railway’s
1958-built Ruston & Hornsby 0-4-0
diesel-electric RowntreeNo. 1, which
is in service as the Rolvenden shed
yard pilot; Class 03 shunter D2023,
which was also built in 1958 and now
operates as the yard pilot at Tenterden
Town station; and another former BR
0-6-0 diesel, Class 14 D9504, which, at
57 years of age, is the youngster of the
group. Some of the line’s permanent
way rolling stock will also benefit from
the biodiesel.

Of the difficulties heritage railways
face with coal for steam locomotives,
David said:“Between them, heritage
lines use 35,000 tonnes a year.

“The problem sourcing coal is
starkly illustrated by figures revealing
the collapse of the UK mining
industry. In 1913, an astonishing 292
million tonnes were produced, but by
last year that had fallen to 1.7 million
tonnes, and by 2025 it will be just
2500 tonnes, largely from the Forest
of Dean.”

Surviving collieries
Mining has been taking place in the
Forest of Dean since 1610, possibly
even earlier. The area was exempted
from the nationalisation of the
industry in 1946 due to its unique
form of ownership, and miners,

known as freeminers, were allowed to
continue their work.

It is estimated that 150 freeminers
are alive today, but only a handful
of collieries are still operating,
although some are successful mainly
through embracing non-traditional
areas such as mining for ochre – a
natural clay earth pigment – and also
attracting tourists.

The railway’s move to biodiesel
follows the refurbishment of a
Pullman dining train kitchen car
where catering equipment is now
powered by a state-of-the-art battery
rather than by a traditional large
diesel-powered generator.

Mission
accomplished:
KESR locomotive
delivery
managerDavid
Brenchleyenjoys
the comfort of
the railway’s
Wealden
Pullman train
afteroverseeing
a successful pilot
programme in
whichaClass
108DMUuseda
newbiodiesel on
public services.
D BRENCHLEY

Ancient andmodern: Some80years separate thebuilddatesof theClass 108diesel unit (on the left) andClassA1X0-6-0TNo. 32678,picturedat theKent&East Sussex
Railway’sBodiamstation, the formerhavingemerged fromDerbyWorks in the late1950sand the ‘Terrier’ fromBrighton in1880. TheClass108 completeda successful
pilotprogrammeonpublic services throughoutAugustusinganenvironmentally-friendlybiodiesel thatheralds anew ‘green’ era for the railway. IAN SCARLETT
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New-build‘NightOwl’moves to
Tyseley for front-endassembly
NEW�BUILDGWR47XXNo. 4709
hasmoved toTyseleyLocomotive
Works for its front end tobe
assembled.
TheGreatWestern Society’s

Churchward‘Night Owl’arrived
at the former 84E depot in late
August, with themove being
carried out by Ray Bowern’s
Staffordshire-based Boat
Transport and Cranage.
Theworkwill include the

fitting of the cylinders to the
front extension frames, a job
whichwill be done – aswas the
case at SwindonWorks in steam
days –with the extension frames
removed and turned upside
down.
This processwill be overseen

byMike Solloway, of Dinmore
Manor Locomotive Limited,
which recently carried out
the same taskwith the new
cylinders on its GWR2884 2-8-0
No. 3850 at theGloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway.
Both cylinder blocks for

No. 4709were cast at the Boro
Foundry earlier this year, and are
nowbeingmachined at Roach
Engineering, of Brierley Hill in
theWestMidlands.With the two
cylinders needing to be joined
back-to-back, themachiningwork
is being carried out in stages on
both castings to ensure accurate
alignment.
Dudley’sMicron Alloys is casting

the front and rear cylinder covers,
while the piston valve covers are
also at Roach Engineering for
machining.

Patriot cylinders and frame
fittings removed for attention
ALL threecylindersandall fittings onthe
framesofPatriotNo.5551TheUnknown
Warriorwillhavetoberemovedfor
remedialwork tothe frames.

The announcement in the latest
issue of the LMS-Patriot Project’s
house magazine TheWarrior follows
the discovery that the frame plates
of the Fowler 5XP 4-6-0 had not been
properly prepared before the outside
cylinders were fitted.

This came to light as a result
of a minor modification to the
outside cylinders at the West Shed
headquarters of the Princess Royal
Class Locomotive Trust, which took
on the task of completing the Patriot
following its departure from the
Llangollen Railway.

The cylinders are being fitted
with guide bars – narrow ribs in the
centre chamber of the valve chest
to support the valve rings during
fitting or removal of the valves. For
some unknown reason, these were
not shown on the drawings for the
outside cylinders and so were not
included in the castings (although
they are present on the inside
cylinder), but PRCLT engineer Simon
Scott recommended that they be
added to ease maintenance.

However, the cylinders are made
of SG iron, which must be heated in
preparation for welding the guide
bars into place, and this required their
removal from the frames. Taking off
the left-hand cylinder revealed issues
with the surface finish of the frames.

The LMS-Patriot Project explained
in TheWarrior: “As supplied, the
steel has a skin known as‘mill scale’,
which leaves an uneven surface. This
is normally removed by either shot

blasting or scraping to provide a
smooth, flat surface for castings such
as a cylinder block to be fitted hard up
against the frame plate surface.

“Once the left-hand cylinder had
been removed, it was clear that this
mill scale has not been removed.

“As the lower cylinder bolts also
locate the bogie pivot stretcher to
the inner faces, this has also been
removed and revealed a similar
condition with mill scale still on the
frame surface. If left in this condition,
it could lead to the parts becoming
loose and moving slightly as the
locomotive runs. Over time this
‘fretting’would get worse and result
in vibration at least, and a failure
at worst. Having discovered this
between the frames and the outside
cylinders leads us to question if it
is the same for the inside cylinder,
stretchers, horn guides and all the
other parts bolted to the main frames.
The only way to find out is to remove
the parts and check.”

The removal of the left-hand
cylinder also revealed that some of
the fitted bolts attaching it to the
frames were slightly smaller than the
bolt holes; they should have been
three or four thousandths of an inch
larger.

The group concluded:“Without
removing this cylinder we would
probably not have discovered these
points which would undoubtedly
cause problems in service and require
the loco to be stopped for repair.”

As reported last issue, all six of
the Patriot’s driving wheels will be
replaced due to cracking, and have
been returned to their makers, the
Boro Foundry, for investigation.

Once the cylinders, extension
frames, centre stay and front
bufferbeam are assembled and
fitted to No. 4709’smain frames,
the cylinders can then be aligned
as the datumpoint for thewheels
and axleboxes.
The enginewill incorporate

three 5ft 8in drivingwheels and
the front pony truck from former
‘Barry 10’GWR 5101 2-6-2T
No. 4115, while the fourth set of
drivingwheels was cast new.
Introduced in 1919, the 47XX

was George Jackson
Churchward’s last design for the
GWR, with nine examples built
(Nos. 4700-4708). Theywere
nicknamed‘Night Owls’because
theyweremainly used on
overnight express freight trains,
although during the 1950s they
regularly appeared on holiday
excursions to theWest Country.
The last three examples,

Nos. 4703/4/7, were
withdrawn in 1964 and none
were preserved.
More details of the 4709 project

can be found at www.4709.org.uk
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HunsletAusterity 0-6-0STNo. 3193of1944NorfolkRegimentwasaguest at the
Northampton&LamportRailwayduring lateAugust andearly September. It
is pictured raising steamatPitsford shedduring the line’sbankholidaygala
onAugust28,when itworkedalongsideHawthornLeslie 0-4-0STNo. 4, Class
31No. 31289Phoenix,andClass 33No. 33053. TheAusterity then returned to
itshomebaseofBressinghamto takepart in that centre’s 60thanniversary
celebrationsonSeptember18. The locomotive is ownedbyNorfolkHeritage
SteamRailwayLtd,which canbe contactedonWHRS@btinternet.comforhire
enquiries. RICHARDWATSON/NHSR

OneofNo. 4709’s cylindersbeing
machinedatRoachEngineering.
PAUL PERTON

The framesofnew-buildGWR47XX2-8-0No. 4709onaccommodation
bogies followingdelivery toTyseley, showing the front extension frames
whichwill be removed for the fittingof the cylinders. PAUL PERTON
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VALE OF RHEIDOL REOPENS
WITH PASSENGER BOOM
Visitors have flocked back to the Vale of Rheidol
Railway after it was closed throughout 2020 due to
the Covid-19 pandemic. May half term and traffic
through June, July and August has been good, with
the railway financially secure through the winter,
said a spokesman.
Although the trains have run with slightly-

reduced capacity due to social distancing
measures (which will stay in place for the rest of
2021), loadings are high, with traffic spread more
evenly through the day, and later trains achieving
higher loadings than was the case pre-pandemic.
Total passenger numbers have not yet reached
the 2019 level, but a small fare increase has
seen income following reopening exceeding 2019
figures.
During the run-up to reopening, helped by a

£150,000 grant from round one of the Welsh
Government Cultural Recovery Fund, a retaining
wall supporting the track at Oliver Veltom Curve,
near Rheidol Falls station, was rebuilt. Half a mile
of track received new sleepers and a quarter mile
of replacement rail was laid. Other work included
locomotive and carriage maintenance, plus
installation of plastic screens in carriages, costing
£5000, to maintain social distancing.
Since restarting passenger services on May 24,

with appropriate safety measures in place, many
trains have sold out. Although walk-up passengers
can be accepted if space is available, advance
booking is recommended to guarantee seats.
Another enhancement is completion of the

trackwork at Aberystwyth, linking the £531,000
museum collection and heritage rolling stock
protection shed.
Stock has been moved into the building from

the old standard gauge locomotive shed which
has been cleared and will eventually be developed
into a 5000sq ft multi-function display and
entertainment space.
GWR 2-6-2T No. 7 Owain Glyndwr is pictured at

Aberffrwd station. JOHN R JONES/VoR
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Onthe level: The
locationof the
proposedRother
ValleyRailway level
crossingon the
A21Robertsbridge
bypass thatwould
bepartof a link
between the
railwayand the
Kent&East Sussex
Railway.
GEOFF COURTNEY

Vintage
collection:
Ex-LBSCRClass
A1X ‘Terrier’
No. 2678arrives
at theKent&East
SussexRailway
stationof
Rolvendenwith
aTenterden-
bound train
composedof
the railway’s
acclaimed
vintage stock. If
anapplication
tobridge the
gapbetween the
KESRandRother
ValleyRailway
is approved, the
141-year-old
0-6-0Tand its
carriages could
becomeregular
visitors to
Robertsbridge.
ALAN CROTTY

RVR-KESR linkwould generate
significant benefits, inquiry told
ByGeoffCourtney

APPROVING plans to link the Rother
Valley Railway with the Kent & East
Sussex Railway would reconnect
a number of important visitor
destinations to the national rail network,
promote tourism, and generate
significant economic and social benefits,
a public inquiry into the proposal has
been told.

The inquiry has been considering
an application by the RVR for a
Transport & Works Act Order that
would allow the Robertsbridge-
based railway to extend 2½ miles
from its eastern limit at Northbridge
Street to the western end of the KESR
at Junction Road, near Bodiam.

In addition, the order would
give the RVR statutory powers to
construct three level crossings,
including one over the A21
Robertsbridge bypass, and
associated powers for the
compulsory purchase of land
whose owners – the Hoad family
of Parsonage Farm, Salehurst, and
the trustees of the Noel de Quincey
Estate – are objecting to the scheme.

In a 48-page closing submission
to the inquiry on September 3, the
RVR’s counsel, Richard Turney, told
the inspector that the proposal
would complete the reinstatement
of a railway line that would bring
significant benefits to the local area
and beyond.

“It will reconnect an existing
heritage railway and a number of
important visitor destinations to the
national rail network, promoting

both tourism and sustainable travel.
“In completing a ‘missing link’, it

will generate significant economic
and social benefits, funded by private
donations. These are public benefits
from private generosity.”

Several endorsements
MrTurney said the scheme came
with the express approval of the local
authority and the ringing endorsement
of the NationalTrust, Network Rail and
many others, including the local MP.

RAILAccident and Investigation
Branch inspectors visited theNorth
YorkshireMoors Railway followinga
collision atGrosmont station.
The incident occurredon the

morningof September 21,when
Class 20No. 20189 running light
collidedwith a stationarypassenger
train.

ANYMRspokesman said:“We can
confirm that therewas a collision
at 10.32ambetweenadiesel
locomotive anda stationary set of
carriages atGrosmont station.
“All passengerswere takenoff the

stationary train and transported
back toWhitby.Therewereno
serious injuries reported.

“Aswith all such accidents, it
is currently being investigated
by theRail Accident and
InvestigationBranch.”
A spokesman for theRAIB said:

“TheRAIBhas sent a teamof
inspectors toGrosmont station
where a low-speed collisionhas
occurred in aplatformbetween

a light engine anda stationary
passenger service.
“Our inspectorswill gather

evidence aspart of theprocess
of conducting apreliminary
examination, andadecisionon
whether an investigationwill
be launchedwill be taken in the
comingdays.”

Accident inspectors visitNYMR followingcollisionatGrosmont station

Of the objectors, he continued: “As
they are entitled to, the landowners
have fought hard to resist the
scheme. But in reality, the grounds
for doing so are not there. Planks of
the landowners’case have simply
fallen away.”

With regard to the scheme’s
proposed A21 level crossing,
Mr Turney told the inspector
that the RVR had been forced to
go into design detail that was
unprecedented for a Transport &
Works Act Order of this nature to
meet the requirements of Highways
England, and that the RVR could
“never have imagined” it would be
required to descend to the level
of detail on matters such as road
markings.

“Workable and compliant”
“It has gone into that detail, repeatedly
and protractedly, and has shown the
scheme to be workable and compliant
with all the statutory and policy
requirements,”he said.

“In all the circumstances, the
Secretary of State should now firmly
endorse these proposals.”

The inquiry, which started on July
6 and closed on September 3, was
carried out mainly on the business
communication platform Microsoft
Teams. The inspector, Ian Jenkins, will
submit his report to the Secretary of
State for Transport, and his decision is
expected next spring.

Among the scheme’s supporters
are Network Rail chairman Sir
Peter Hendy and the Campaign
for Better Transport East Sussex.
If it is approved the 14-mile line,
from Tenterden Town station to
Robertsbridge, would be operated by
the Kent & East Sussex Railway.

In the hope that the gap between
the two railways will be bridged, the
RVR has carried out an extensive
new-build programme at its
Robertsbridge base, which has a
direct link to the national network.
If given the green light, the work is
expected to take about three years.
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Kidderminster engineman
returns to footplate at SVR
FORMER Kidderminster engineman
Tony Barfield returned to the footplate
at the SevernValley Railway on
September 3/4.

He joined BR’s Western Region as
a cleaner at Kidderminster shed in
1952, later progressing to fireman
and driver, working over what is
now the SVR as well as the Cleobury
Mortimer & Ditton Priors Light
Railway. He also joined the SVR in its
early preservation days in the late
1960s, and spent two days cleaning
Collett 0-6-0 No. 3205 in preparation
for the reopening trains in 1970.

Now living in Cornwall, he was a
guest on the footplate of Ivatt 4MT
2-6-0 No. 43106 during his visit.

The crew were driver Paul Fathers
and fireman Will Pedersen, both of
Kidderminster, and so completing
three generations of railwaymen
from the town.

Tony said: “It was absolutely
wonderful. You never forget what it’s
like. Just like riding a bike, it all came
back to me immediately, the moment
I stepped onto the footplate.

“Will asked if I wanted to put a few
shovelfuls of coal into the firebox,
and I said yes please. From then
on, I did most of the firing! Will told
me where the speed restrictions
currently are, and I fired accordingly. I
could remember where the gradients
are, because I worked up and down
this line so much in the 1950s.

“Seeing HintonManor on display at
The Engine House was a particular
highlight, as I worked on the
footplate of this particular loco in
the 1950s.”

The following day, Tony joined
Will again on GWR 57XX 0-6-0PT
No. 7714, this time with driver David
Milford at the regulator.

The2021excavated section showing
the spacebetween the rails, sleepers
and the cobbles laidbetween the
three levels of rails.
WAGGONWAY 1722 PROJECT

Excavationsunderwayas sightseers
watch thepastbeingunearthed.
WAGGONWAY1722 PROJECT

ThreegenerationsofKidderminster railwaymenat theSVR’s station in the town
onSeptember3,with Ivatt 4MT2-6-0No. 43106. Left to right areSVRdriverPaul
Fathers, formerKidderminster enginemanTonyBarfield, andSVR firemanWill
Pedersen.MARGARET BARFIELD

Left: Bringinga
sleeper to lightby
scrapingaway two
levels of railway.
WAGGONWAY 1722
PROJECT

Right: Fittings from
the1815 re-gauging
thathavenowseen
the lightofday.
WAGGONWAY 1722
PROJECT

Triple-level railway is
unearthed on Tranent &
Cockenzie Waggonway
ByHughDougherty

MEMBERS of theWaggonway1722
project–whounearthedwhat isbelieved
tobetheUK’soldestwaggonwayduring
excavationsonsite inJune2019–dugup
morerevelations inSeptember thisyear.

The industrial archaeologists’
excavations have revealed that the
Tranent and Cockenzie Waggonway
was rebuilt twice, leading to new
wooden rails and sleepers being
placed on top of the original, and,
again, on top of its replacement, when
each wore out.

“This is, in effect, a triple-level
railway,”said Ed Bethune, Waggonway
1722 chairman.

“It gives us a unique insight into
railway construction and maintenance
methods of the 18th century. The
sleepers and rail sections we’ve dug
up are most revealing.

“We’ve also found some rail fittings
dating from the relaying of the line
from 4ft 7in to 3ft 3in gauge in 1815,
and its conversion from wood to iron
fish-bellied rails.

“There’s clear evidence that the

SevernValley footplate courses andobservation saloonexperiences return
FOOTPLATE experience courses
andobservation saloonbookings
are once again available at the
SevernValley Railway after the
18-month suspensionbecause of
coronavirus.

Holders of pre-existing vouchers
were given the first opportunity
to book footplate courses during
September and October.
The line’s first observation

saloon experience since the

beginning of the pandemic ran
on August 15, with bookings
being taken for the rest of this
year and into 2022. For these
and footplate courses, call 01562
757900. From September 7, the

SVR reintroduced flexible hop on,
hop off services, with passengers
free toboardoralight fromany train
at any station, although exclusive
pre-booked compartments are still
available.

space between the rails was relaid
with cobbles to ensure that horses’
hooves gripped as effectively as
possible when pulling waggons on
the line.”

The group also excavated the
17th century saltpans house at the
Cockenzie end of the line, which the
waggonway was built to serve.

Coal was brought up from the pits at
Tranent using gravity and horsepower,
to boil sea water in cast iron saltpans,
to in turn produce sea salt.

Excavations on the waggonway are
scheduled to continue into 2022.
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Crowdsoutside the frontofBodminGeneral stationduring the raceevent. BWR

BodminGeneral stationpackedwith sightseers at the conclusionof the first stageof theTourofBritain cycle raceon
September5.GWRpannierNo. 4612was in steam–butmaybeuniquely in theheritage line’s history, all cameraswere
pointingaway from it and towards the racewinneron the stage.

SteamatBodminGeneralwas relegated toa sideshowas the roadalongsidewas closedwhile crowdsawaited thearrival of theGrandDepart legof theTourofBritain
2021cycle race.BWR

Whenpedal power stole the
BodminGeneral steam show
ByRobinJones

THE Bodmin &Wenford Railway found
itself in the glare of nationwide publicity
on September 5 when it became the
terminus of the first leg of theTour of
Britain, Britain’s premier road cycling
event, held for the first time ever
in Cornwall.

The day saw riders cycle 111 miles
from Penzance, starting at 11am
and taking in St Just, St Ives, Hayle,
Camborne, Pool, Redruth, Falmouth,
Penryn, Truro, Newquay and St
Austell en route.

The heritage railway first heard
about the 2020 Tour of Britain cycle
race coming to Bodmin two years
ago, but Covid-19 intervened.

Once restrictions were lifted in
July this year, hasty rearrangements
were made for the finish line to be
in Lostwithiel Road, beside Bodmin
General station, with its car park
given over to podium presentations.

Bodmin Town Council also paid for
a shuttle train service from Bodmin
Parkway to General to alleviate traffic
congestion in and around the town.

Carnival atmosphere
On the big day, all the roads around
the station were closed and the media
circus had completely taken over the
local area, with traffic barriers, stands,
large screens, satellite equipment, and
a lot of noise. Railway staff had to park
away from the station and walk in.The
shuttle service to and from Parkway

consisted of a four-coach service set
top-and-tailed by Austerity 0-6-0ST
No. 75178 at the General end and Class
47 No. 47306 at the Parkway end. Six
departures were made before the race
and four after the finish.

GWR 0-6-0PT No. 4612 provided
a showpiece steam presence in
Platform 2, while the Boscarne
branch was out of use for the day.

As the crowds built up, a carnival
atmosphere developed, and by the
time the first cyclist –27-year-old
Belgian Wout van Aert – crossed the
finish line, thousands were there
cheering him on.

BWR spokesman Jimmy James said:
“Our buffet and ice cream shack did
a roaring trade and considerable
media focus was achieved.

AUK first?
“It must be a first for a UK heritage
railway to host an international
sports event.

“As ever, BWR volunteers rose to the
occasion and provided exactly what
was required.

“By Monday morning the roadshow
had moved on into Devon (on its way
to Scotland), and it was if nothing
had happened – just a routine day at
Bodmin General.”

The Tour of Britain, the UK’s leading
professional multi-stage cycling race,
has been held for 15 years.

An international race, it claims to be
the biggest free-to-watch spectator
event in the country.

The race attracts some of the
world’s best cyclists, and has

previously included Mark Cavendish
and Sir Bradley Wiggins.

The race has the proven potential
to draw a large number of
visitors and spectators, bringing
a considerable economic boost
and increased overnight stays,
and providing the opportunity to
showcase the location of each stage
as a tourist attraction to a wider UK
audience.

It is televised on ITV4 and Eurosport
and also covered extensively on BBC
Radio 5Live and local radios.

Bodmin mayor Jeremy Cooper said:
“It is a rare treat for Bodmin to be the
centre of attention and to have a role
on the world’s sporting stage.”

Tim Dwelly is Cornwall Council’s
portfolio holder for culture, economy
and planning.

He added: “Having the Tour of
Britain in Cornwall offers us a chance
to show our wonderful corner of the
world to a global audience and will
provide a much-needed boost for our
towns and our tourist industry.”

The tour ended in Aberdeen on
September 12, the furthest point
north the modern edition of the race
has ever reached.
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From near disaster to a fleet
mainstay for Bodmin Austerity

No.2766camevery close todisaster asa runawayat
MaestegonMay12, 1971.NEIL PERRY

Left: Austerity0-6-0STNo. 75178departing from
Boscarne Junction toBodminGeneral inMay.
JIMMY JAMES

FIFTY yearsago, the locomotivewhichprovided a
park-and-rideservice forTourofBritainspectatorson
September5sonearlymet itsend inSouthWales–not
atBarryscrapyardbutbytotteringover theedgeofapit
at itsMaestegCollieryworkplace.

Built by Bagnall for the War Department in 1944,
Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 2766 was shipped over to
Calais soon after D-Day that year. It is believed to
have worked in Antwerp Docks in newly-liberated
Belgium, where Field Marshal Montgomery was

preparing troops and equipment for his push
towards the Rhine and the eventual surrender of
Hitler’s army in May 1945.

Years-long restoration
The locomotive was repatriated in 1947 and
transferred to the newly-formed National Coal
Board, for which it worked as a shunter in the
South Wales coalfield for the next 29 years. Made
redundant by the NCB in 1976, it was acquired by

the South Devon Railway but never entered service
there, and was purchased by the Cornish Steam
Locomotive Preservation Society in 1995.

A lengthy and comprehensive restoration at
Bodmin General was completed in 2017, with it
repainted in WD livery and renumbered 75178.

Since the railway reopened in May following
lockdown, it has been the mainstay of the line’s
steam fleet.

Although never designed for passenger work,
steam heating for winter operations has been
fitted. With a tractive effort of 23,870lb, it performs
admirably with a four-coach train on BWR gradients
of 1-in-40.“It was probably never envisaged by her
designers that after 77 years this humble shunting
locomotive would have attained such a remarkable
and continuing career,”said BWR spokesman
Jimmy James.
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German museum
seeks ‘Hogwarts’
GWR Hall on loan
A GERMAN railway museum is seeking
a GWR 4-6-0 on medium-term loan for
display as the‘Hogwarts Express’.

The Bahnpark Augsburg in
southern Germany has locomotives
from France, Austria, Switzerland,
Italy, Luxembourg and Portugal, and
would like to add a GWR Hall or other
4-6-0 in ‘Hogwarts’ red livery, like
No. 5972Olton Hall.

The locomotive need not be in
working order and ownership would
remain with its owners, although a
purchase would be considered. The
museum will arrange and sponsor its
transport, restoration and upkeep.

Any offers can be directed to
Marcus Hehl at markus.hehl@
bahnpark-augsburg.eu

‘Access for all’GWRbuffet coach is
makingprogress at SevernValley
WITH the relaxationof Covid-19
restrictions,work to convert a
GWRcoach into a fully accessible
buffet is progressing at the Severn
ValleyRailway.
The 1928-built coach, originally

Collett bow-ended Corridor Third
No. 5043, is being rebuilt as a
1930s-style Art Deco buffet with
a passenger saloon accessible for
wheelchairs. The project is funded
by the SVR CharitableTrust and
is being undertaken by the LNER
Coach Fund.
The vehicle is being restored

from a gutted shell, having ended
its BR career by being converted
to amess coach for the Swindon
breakdown train in about 1960. It

has been given the new identity of
No. 9581 after a GWRDiagramH33
composite dining car.
Its floor structure has been

completed, alongwith the
underframewiring, the
communication valve and
its pipework.
A disabled access toilet is under

construction, and the corridor
connection frameworkwas
recently fitted for the first time
since itsmess van conversion.

No.9581being testedwitha ramp
on the low-level Platform3at
Bewdley stationwhilewaiting togo
to theKidderminster turntable for
turning. RICHARDGUNNING/SVR

LNWR0-6-2TNo. 1054 inactionduring its visit to theTyseleyLocomotive
WorksopendayonOctober25, 2015. ROBHODGKINS/CREATIVE COMMONS

L&Y and LNWRcentenary
celebrations coming together
ByTobyJennings

PLANS are coming together for
celebrations in 2022 to mark the
centenary of the Lancashire &Yorkshire
Railway merging with the London &
NorthWestern Railway.

A steering committee set up to
plan the event has pencilled in the
weekend of March 4-6 for a gala at
the Keighley & Worth Valley Railway,
followed by an event at the East
Lancashire Railway on June 17-19.

Talks are taking place with the
KWVR and West Coast Railway
Company about the possibility of

running a railtour between the two
preserved lines, hauled by LMS
Jubilee 4-6-0 No. 45596 Bahamas,
with the desired route being via Copy
Pit.

One of the starring locomotives in
the celebrations is expected to be
LNWR Coal Tank 0-6-2T No. 1054, in
the care of the Bahamas Locomotive
Society and currently under overhaul
at the group’s Ingrow base. Society
chairman Keith Whitmore said that
it is “on course” for a return to steam
next year, with the boiler expected
to be returned to the frames in
November.

The KWVR is also home to a
working L&Y locomotive in the form
of ‘Ironclad’0-6-0 No. 957, which has
just returned to steam after overhaul
(see pages 22/23). Several LYR
coaches are also based on the line,
along with ‘Pug’0-4-0ST No. 51218 on
static display.

Currently plying ‘Lanky’metals at
the ELR is Aspinall Class 23 0-6-0ST
No. 51456 (752), while Class 27 0-6-0
No. 52322 and ‘Pug’No. 19 are under
overhaul. As this issue went to press,
No. 52322’s boiler had passed its
hydraulic test and was undergoing its
out-of-frames steam test, with owner

Andy Booth hoping to reassemble
the locomotive in time for the ELR’s
gala on October 15-17.

Community events in Bolton
are proposed, and bus trips to the
remains of the L&Y’s Horwich Works
have also been suggested.

The celebrations may also be
linked to the 30th anniversary of the
Manchester Metrolink tram system,
which opened in 1992.

One of its first routes was the
former L&Y Bury-Manchester
Victoria line, which the pre-Grouping
company electrified in a pioneering
scheme in 1916.
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Frame alignment in focus
in Blue Peter’s overhaul
WORK ontheoverhaulofA2No.60532
BluePeteratLocomotiveServicesLtd
inCreweis currently focusedonthe
alignmentof its frames.

This follows the replacement of
the Peppercorn Pacific’s middle
cylinder – which also required the
two outside cylinders to be removed
– but has also been prompted by the
locomotive’s infamous wheelslip at
Durham in 1994.

In this incident, which saw the
locomotive reach an estimated speed
of 140mph while almost standing
still, its driving wheels moved on
the axles, which were subsequently
repaired along with replacement of
much of the motion.“But we don’t
know whether there was any frame
movement,”said Peter Greenwood,
a trustee of its owning Royal Scot
Locomotive & General Trust.

The A2, which last steamed in 2002,
is the main priority at Crewe, although
BR Pacific No. 70000 Britannia is
expected to return to steam first.

With No. 70000 having received
an extensive bottom end overhaul
between 2015 and 2018, Peter said:
“There’s not a lot to do on the frames
and the boiler is coming along well –
it should definitely be a mainstay of
operations next year.

“It should be back before Blue Peter
but hopefully both will be running
next year.”

B17 boiler build appeal
launched asManchester
United is dismantled
A £70,000 appeal has been launched
to help build the boiler for one new
B17 4-6-0 – while another ‘replica’of
the class has ceased to exist.

The B17 Steam Locomotive Trust,
which is constructing No. 61673
Spirit of Sandringham at CTL Seal in
Sheffield, has launched a GoFundMe
appeal to raise £70,000 for the
deposit towards the boiler, which is
expected to cost more than £750,000
in total, including the deposit.

The boiler will be built in the
UK, with the group having held
discussions with two potential
builders. Trust director John Pearson
explained: “Both boiler makers have
the same conditions regarding a
deposit before we can even join the
waiting list, hence the decision to
make the appeal now.”

The locomotive’s frames have
already been erected and are at
CTL Seal’s workshops, with the
trust’s next major target being to
complete the rolling chassis. To this
end, William Cook Cast Products,
also of Sheffield, has cast its cannon

boxes (roller-bearing axleboxes – a
modification from the original
Gresley design) and the axlebox horn
blocks, with the driving wheels being
next in line to be cast.

The cannon boxes and wheels
have used or will use patterns loaned
by the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust,
builders of A1 No. 60163 Tornado
(which shares the same 6ft 8in
driving wheel diameter as the B17)
and P2 No. 2007 Prince ofWales.

However, while building one
B17, the trust has dismantled
another – the mock-up of No. 61662
Manchester United that was formerly
on display at the Mizens Railway.

The North British Locomotive
Preservation Group, which had
partially constructed the static
replica of No. 61662 at the Woking
miniature railway, decided last year
to halt the project and donate its
usable parts to the B17SLT – the
largest such component being a
genuine LNER 4200 gallon Group
Standard tender, which formerly ran
with Thompson B1 4-6-0 No. 61176

and which the NBLPG rescued from a
Doncaster scrapyard.

Along with the track on which it
stands, the tender is to be moved to
CTL Seal to join the trust’s other two
tenders – another LNER example, and
the chassis of a Great Eastern-design
tender believed to have been paired
with B17 No. 2802Walsingham.

No date has been set for the move,
but to allow a low-loader to gain
access to the tender at Mizens, the
trust had to dismantle the mock-up
of No. 61662.

Other parts recovered include a
pair of buffers and an original B1
smokebox door formerly fitted to
No. 61264. David Buck, owner of
main line-certified B1 No. 61306
Mayflower, acquired the latter and,
having originally paid for No. 61662’s
aluminium-built cab, has loaned this
to the B17SLT for use as a publicity
prop.
�Donations to theboiler appeal
canbemadeatwww.gofundme.
com/f/61673-spirit-of-sandringham-
boiler-deposit-appeal

Also in the works at Crewe is GWR
Castle No. 5029NunneyCastle, but this
requires replacement of its middle
cylinders, the original casting having
deteriorated to the point where it is
holed.

Because the Collett 4-6-0 also
needed both its smokebox and
firebox tubeplates replacing, the
opportunity has been taken to
upgrade it from its original two-row
superheater to the three-row type
fitted to later single-chimney Castles.

Another GWR 4-6-0 in the fleet,
Hawksworth Modified Hall No. 6960
RaveninghamHall, has moved from
the Severn Valley Railway to the
One:One Collection in Margate for
storage, following the expiry of its
boiler certificate. It is expected to
stay at the Kent facility for 18 months
pending a decision on its future.

NewCorris Falcon receives its boiler
CONSTRUCTIONof theCorris
Railway’snewHughesFalcon
0-4-2STNo.10hasreachedan
advancedstage,withtheboiler trial-
fitted intotheframes.
The locomotive is beingbuilt

at AlanKeef’sworks near Ross-
on-Wye,where its trailing truck
has alsobeen fitted, following
the earlier assemblyof the
drivingwheels andmotion,
whichwere thenoperatedusing
compressedair.
Corris volunteers have also

producedparts for thebrakegear,
whichKeef’swill assemble,while
Corris Railway Society volunteer
AndyCooper is constructing the
cab inhisNottinghamworkshop.
This hasbeendesignedusing

parts of theoriginal cab from
Corris RailwayHughes 0-4-2ST
No. 3SirHaydn (nowon theTalyllyn
Railway) as a template, but taller
than theoriginal to accommodate
21st century footplate crews.
Anothermodification to the cab

will be the additionof anopening
panel on the fireman’s side, for
easier accesswhen coaling the
locomotive atMaespoeth Junction.
Thehinges arebeing specially
made tobeasunobtrusive as
possible from theoutside.
�Donations towards theproject
canbemadeatwww.corris.co.uk,
or cheques, payable toCorris
Railway, canbe sent to: PeterGuest,
38UnderwoodClose, CallowHill,
Redditch,WorcestershireB975YS.

TheLNER4200gallon tenderat theMizensRailway following thedismantlingof
themock-upB17No. 61662ManchesterUnited,withwhich itwas formerlypaired.
B17SLT

Theboiler trial-fitted into the framesofnewCorrisRailwayHughes0-4-2ST
No. 10.ALAN KEEF LTD

The reardrivingwheelsofA2Pacific
No. 60532BluePeter,with themultiple
valve regulator, superheater casting
and framesbehind. JOHN TITLOW
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Help raise£100k toget centenarianGresleyN20-6-2Tupand runningagain
THEGresleySocietyhas launched
a£100,000appeal to complete the
overhaul of itsN20-6-2TNo. 1744 (BR
No. 69523).
It is the oldest surviving

locomotive built to the design
of Sir Nigel Gresley having been
outshopped byNorth British for the
GNR in February 1921.
Owned by the society since

1963, and a popular performer,
it came out of traffic for a heavy
overhaul in 2018.The society at first
believed that it had sufficient funds
to complete the overhaul, and
Northern SteamEngineeringwas
contracted to do the job, withwork
starting at the beginning of 2019.
However, not only has Covid-19

had an impac on the opverhhaul
projectt, in terms of both timescale
and the cost ofmaterials, but
the number of items requiring

replacementwere found to be far
bigger than first thought.
They include pony truck tyres,

crankpins, expansion links, safety
valves, a front boiler ring, the
firebox top, firebox top corners,
the superheater header, smokebox
tubeplate, and firebox tubeplate.
Since then, to the society’s horror,

it has been found that a new
fireboxwrapper is required due
to cracking around the crown stay
holes, togetherwith associated
backheadwork.
Society chairman Philip Benham

said:“Althoughwe are talkingwith
Northern Steam,which is being as
helpful as it can, the stark truth is
that the society now faces a huge
shortfall. Already an appeal has
gone out to our 550members
for help, but £100,000 is a large
sum in anyone’smoney, sowe

are also appealing to all those
who recognise the importance
of No. 1744 as the oldest Gresley
locomotive andwant to see her
return to steam.
“Itmay havemissed out on its

centenary year, however, with your
help it will steam again in its 101st
and formanymore years to come.”

�Donations canbemadebycheque
payable to theGresleySociety
Trust and sent to: ChrisNettleton,
MembershipSecretary,Gresley
SocietyTrust, 96GreenfieldDrive,
EaglescliffeTS160HN.Details ofhow
todonateonlinebycredit ordebit
card, PayPal orbank transfer canbe
foundonlineatwww.gresley.org

Theboiler ofN20-6-2TNo. 1744with
theoldupper fireboxwrapper cut
away.GRESLEY SOCIETY

The frames,motionandwheelsetsof
No. 1744await theboiler.
GRESLEY SOCIETY

During theBluebell Railway’s recent
‘60+1’ anniversarygala, BR4MT2-6-4T
No. 80151 runs through the siteof
WestHoathly stationonAugust8.
TONY PAGE

Restructure ‘willmakeMid-
Hants fit for next 20 years’
ByTobyJennings

A RESTRUCTURE is planned at the
Mid-Hants Railway to help secure it for
future generations.

The existing structure of the line
dates back to its inception in the
1970s when a company – then titled
the Winchester & Alton Light Railway
– was set up with the intention of
operating daily commuter services,
and the MHR Preservation Society
intending to run steam-hauled trains
at weekends.

The plan for commuter trains did
not materialise but the operating

company, now titled Mid-Hants
Railway Ltd, owns the freehold of the
line and a significant proportion of
its assets.

However, the preservation society,
having acquired and been gifted
shares to support the railway over the
years, now has a 51% shareholding in
the company.

Under the restructure plan, the
MHRPS, which is already a charity, will
become the Watercress Line Heritage
Railway Trust, using the railway’s
long-standing marketing name to
avoid confusion. It will take on overall
strategic and financial planning

for the line, as well as fundraising
and educational activities, while
“devolving the maximum possible
operational freedom”to the
operating company.

Fit for the future
The restructure would vest the
majority of assets in the trust and
mean that the charity is the entity
charging for tickets, thereby allowing
it to claim Gift Aid on most of its
activities, which it is currently unable
to do.

An extensive consultation exercise
will now be undertaken with

members and shareholders, with
one key question being the potential
transfer of the freehold to the trust.

The costs of the restructure cannot
be finalised until the details of the
changes are agreed with members
and shareholders, but are expected
to be quickly recouped by the
increased ability to claim Gift Aid.

MHR Ltd chairman Richard Lacey
said: “This is no simple rebadging
exercise; rather, it represents
fundamental change to our
organisations to ensure that they are
as fit to meet the challenges of the
next 20 years as we can make them.”

80151 for Mid-Hants S&D
gala in first ‘away’ visit
BR Standard4MT2-6-4TNo.80151 is to
make its firstvisitawayfromtheBluebell
Railwaysincerestoration–totheMid-
HantsRailwaygalaonOctober1-3.

With the event having been given
a‘Somerset & Dorset’ theme to
welcome the S&D Trust to the line,
the Riddles engine represents the
final years of the Bath-Bournemouth
cross-country route. The 2-6-4Ts were
regular performers on the S&D from
1963 until closure, and examples were
used on some of the last trains on
March 5/6, 1966.

It will be No. 80151’s first visit
to another preserved line since it
returned to steam in 2001. Owned
by the 80151 Locomotive Company

Limited, it was rescued from Barry
scrapyard in 1975 and initially based
at the East Anglian Railway Museum,
moving to the Bluebell in 1998.

At the MHR event, it will run
alongside four other engines
appropriate to the S&D – West
Country No. 34092 City of Wells (from
the East Lancashire Railway), and
resident S&D 7F No. 53808 (owned by
the S&D Trust), Ivatt 2-6-2T No. 41312
and BR 4MT 2-6-0 No. 76017.
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BR4MT2-6-4TNo. 80104 leavingCorfeCastleon theSwanageRailway in2012.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Mk.1BGNo.81156 is seen receiving
bodyworkattentiononAugust25.
PETER NICHOLSON

BR (W)ManorNo. 7820DinmoreManordeparts fromBroadwaywitha train for
CheltenhamRacecourseonApril 13, 2019. TheCollett 4-6-0will be in steamfor
theGloucestershireWarwickshireRailway’s 40thanniversarygala, nowmoved to
November6/7. IAN CROWDER

Gloucestershire Warwickshire 40th
anniversary gala moves to November
THE GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway’s 40th anniversary celebrations
will now take place on November 6/7,
instead of October 23/24 as originally
planned.

The change of date for the mixed-
traction steam and diesel gala is
because the original weekend
clashed with the Jockey Club’s
‘Showcase’event at Cheltenham
Racecourse on October 22/23,
meaning that parking would not
be available at the G/WR’s southern
terminus.

“Normally we don’t run in
November,” said G/WR press officer
Ian Crowder, “so it’s giving us an extra
two days of running that we wouldn’t
otherwise have had.”

The gala celebrates four decades
since the G/WR was formed in 1981
to restore as much as possible of the
Stratford-upon-Avon to Cheltenham

Slow start to overhaul appeal for
Swanage’s Standard 4MT tank
HOPES of a swift overhaul for BR 4MT
2-6-4T No. 80104 could be in doubt after
a slow start to an appeal for funds.

As reported in issue 281, the
Riddles tank, owned by Southern
Locomotives Ltd and based at the
Swanage Railway, was withdrawn
from service on May 11 with
the expiry of its 10-yearly boiler
certificate, and now requires a heavy
overhaul estimated at £200,000.

A Swanage Railway and SLL
supporter offered to loan a
substantial sum towards a contract

overhaul, for completion in 2023 if
an initial £50,000 could be raised –
but there has been little response
so far.

SLL chairman Simon Troy said:
“Six people have kindly come
forward but we’re still 85% short of
our target.

“We’re fully committed to other
projects and loans, so we can’t
proceed until we know we have that
£50k given or pledged.”

However, some progress has been
made towards the engine’s overhaul,

when it can go ahead, as the
anonymous benefactor has already
covered the cost of all copper
components for the firebox repairs,
as well as transport.
�Donationsor shareapplications can
be sent toSouthernLocomotives at 16
ArcadiaRoad, IsteadRise,Gravesend,
KentDA139EH,or toBarclaysBank
accountname‘SouthernLocomotives
Ltd’, accountnumber90435678,
sort code20-90-56 (please contact
southernlocos@btinternet.comwhen
transfers aremade).

There will be a 40th anniversary
exhibition and tours of the Carriage
& Wagon workshops at Winchcombe,
while the privately-owned
Gotherington station will be open.

A bus link will operate between the
Network Rail station at Cheltenham
Spa and Cheltenham Racecourse.

Tickets can be bought on the day or
booked at www.gwsr.com

WORK is underway in the East Somerset
Railway’s Cranmore shed to turn a Mk.1
coach into a permanent exhibition
space dedicated to the line’s late
founder and well-known wildlife artist
David Shepherd.

BG No. 81156 was previously
equipped for use as a kitchen car
on the ‘Mendip Belle’dining train
but was retired in August 2020 after
three years’use in that role.

It has been replaced by Mk.1
BSK No. W35487, which has been
transformed into a kitchen car with
disabled dining facilities.

The BG (brake gangwayed) is
now being fully refurbished as an
exhibition coach.

At the end of the season, one of
the ESR’s operational coaches will
take its place in the shed for a winter
overhaul and repaint.

The project will then be mainly
put on hold until next year, so
completion could be up to two years
away. When officially launched, the
David Shepherd exhibition coach will
be positioned at Cranmore station.

Livery has yet to be decided, with
BR maroon or carmine and cream
currently in the running.

ESR creates
a permanent
David Shepherd
exhibition coach

main line, which had closed
after a freight train derailment at
Winchcombe five years earlier.

All available locomotives will be
in action from the steam fleet: GWR
42XX 2-8-0T No. 4270; Manor 4-6-0
No. 7820 DinmoreManor; Modified
Hall No. 7903 Foremarke Hall; and
SR Merchant Navy 4-6-2 No. 35006
Peninsular &Oriental S.N. Co. From the
diesel collection, Class 24 No. 5081;
Class 37 No. 37215; Class 45 ‘Peak’
No. 45149; and Class 47 No. 47105
will also take part in the intensive
timetable.

At least two engines will be in
steam on the 2ft gauge North
Gloucestershire Railway at
Toddington, drawn from Henschel
& Sohn 0-8-0T No. 1901 of 1919,
Hunslet 0-4-2T No. 2075 of 1940
Chaka’s KraalNo. 6 and Chrzanow
0-6-0T No. 3512 of 1957 Tourska.
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Legacy boost for
new-build F5 and
Barry ‘Black Five’
A NEW-BUILD locomotiveandaBarry
restorationprojecthaveseenprogress
boostedthanks toa legacy.

Ron Mills, who died in November
2018, left significant sums to the
Holden F5 Locomotive Trust, which
is building new GER 2-4-2T No. 789,
and the British Enginemen Steam
Preservation Society, which is
restoring LMS‘Black Five’No. 45293 at
the Colne Valley Railway and where
Ron was a volunteer.

As a result, both locomotives are
now progressing towards the rolling
chassis stage; the F5’s frames have
been riveted together, its cylinders
fitted, and the smokebox, chimney,
running plates and buffers are all
in place. Design work on the radial
trucks and axlebox horn guides has
been completed, but the group is
waiting to place an order in the hope
that the price of steel will drop.

Meanwhile, the BESPS has sent
the components for No. 45293’s
front bogie away for assembly by
Manchester-based contractor Allan
Schofield, who is also machining and
reboring the locomotive’s cylinders.
The‘Black Five’s’springs have been
sent to Owen Springs of Rotherham
for overhaul.

Further details of the Holden F5
Trust can be found at www.holdenf5.
co.uk, and the BESPS website is at
www.besps.org

Heading its first everpassenger trainson theKWVR:Ruston&Hornsby shunter
JamesonSeptember1. ROB BATTY

The framesofnew-buildGERF52-4-2T
No. 789atTyseleyonSeptember
18, completewith smokeboxand
chimney. The front end is fully riveted
and isnowawaiting final polishing
andpainting. ELLIOT POWICK

Two ‘firsts’ running together for the first time inpreservation, classdoyensNo. 26007andNo. 27001. ROB BATTY

Prototypes in ‘first’
meeting at Keighley
ByRobinJones

TWO prototype BR diesels met for
the first time in the heritage era at
the Keighley &WorthValley Railway’s
September 10-12 mixed traction gala.

Victor Korzeniewicz’s Class 26
No. 26007, which is normally
based at Barrow Hill roundhouse,
was united with the Class 27
Locomotive Group’s No. 27001
from the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway,
courtesy of the Scottish Railway
Preservation Society.

The BR Modernisation Plan
contained a large requirement for
small diesel locomotives under BR’s
‘Pilot Scheme’, in which small batches
of locomotives were ordered from
numerous different manufacturers
for evaluation.

Both built by the Birmingham
Railway Carriage & Wagon Company,
No. 26007 entered service as D5300
in 1958, followed by No. 27001 as
D5347 in 1961. The Class 27 was the
next stage of development of the
Class 26.

Also in action were Lancashire &
Yorkshire No. 957 ‘The Green Dragon’
which, as highlighted on pages 22-

AGWRformerbroadgaugecarriage
isoneof three itemsof rollingstock
that theNationalRailwayMuseumis
offeringtogivetoanewhome.
Six-wheel tri-compositeNo. 820

of 1887was converted to standard
gaugea fewyears later, and then
becamea camping coach.

Stored at the Locomotionmuseum
inShildon, it has no interior and
externally is in poor condition.
TheNRMhasdecided todispense

with it as it is‘duplicated’by the
LSWR tri-composite andMidland
Railway six-wheel carriages on
display at StationHall.

Also onoffer are LNER four-
wheeled long-wheelbase tunnel
inspection vanNo.DE470818of
1940with footsteps forworking
inside tunnels, andNER six-plank
sandwagonNo.DE14974of 1912.
AnNRMspokesman said:“We

occasionally transfer items from the

collection ifwebelieve theremaybe
more suitable organisations for their
display,with a view tomaking the
collectionmore accessible.”
Would-be takers for anyof the

vehicles haveuntil October 15 to
apply. Preferencewill begiven to
accreditedmuseums.

Any takers forNational RailwayMuseum’s ex-broadgaugeGWRcarriage?

23, has just returned to action after
overhaul; Class 20 No. 20031; Class 37
No. 37075; English Electric prototype
D0226 Vulcan; BR Standard 2MT
2-6-0 No. 78022; USATC S160 2-8-0
No. 5820; BR Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T
No. 41241; Midland Railway 4F 0-6-0
No. 43924; Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0DM
D2511; and Hunslet 0-6-0DM shunter
No. 32 Huskisson.

Also, the Bahamas Locomotive
Society’s 1959-built Ruston & Hornsby
0-4-0 James, which has been on
the line since 1990 and used as a
shunter in Ingrow yard, hauled its first
passenger trains on the Friday of the
event. Having recently had vacuum
brakes fitted, James headed several
shuttles on the line between Keighley
& Ingrow West.
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GWR4-6-0No. 4079PendennisCastleonstaticdisplay in theevening sunshineatDidcotonAugust28.

Trumpeting
60yearsof the
GreatWestern
Societyand
itsground-
breaking feats,
including
thebuilding
ofanew
Churchward
Saint and the
repatriationof
No. 4079.

BigApril launch bash for
Pendennis Castle’s return
WordsbyRobinJones
PicturesbyFrankDumbleton

GWR iconNo.4079PendennisCastle is
tobeofficially relaunched intotrafficat
DidcotRailwayCentreover theEaster
bankholidayweekend nextyear.

Celebrating what will be the
repatriated 4-6-0’s return to passenger
train action after nearly 28 years,
preparations are underway for a
showpiece event with guest engines
and VIPs, including some from the
locomotive’s past.

Furthermore, it is hoped to unite
No. 4079 with the modern railway’s
Pendennis Castle for the occasion.

Built by Brush Traction at Falcon
Works in Loughborough, Brush Type 4
D1859 entered BR service on August
21, 1965.

Renumbered under TOPS as Class
47 No. 47209, in 2004 it was converted
to a Class 57/6, No. 57604, for use on
the sleeper service between London,
Devon and Cornwall.

Brunswick Green diesel
It still carries the Brunswick Green
livery that was applied in 2010 to
commemorate the 175th anniversary of
the GWR being incorporated, and was
namedPendennisCastleon October
5 that year. It is now in service with
the 21st century train operator Great
Western Railway.

Redundant Class 47s were re-
engineered and rebuilt by Brush. The

class has its origins in 1997, when
Freightliner ordered an initial six
locomotives. Class members are fitted
with a refurbished diesel engine and
a reconditioned alternator, improving
reliability and performance. Each
cost £300,000, about one-third of a
new-build locomotive.

In 2017, No. 57604 became the first
of the class to run on the Bodmin &
Wenford Railway when it appeared in
that year’s diesel gala.

Last issue, we carried pictures of
No. 4079’s first steaming at Didcot
on August 13 following its marathon
21-year restoration.

Outshopped from Swindon in
February 1924, the following year
No. 4079 beat Nigel Gresley’s Pacifics
in trials on the East Coast Main Line,
and at the Wembley Exhibition that
year, the GWR displayed it alongside
none other the LNER’s No. 4472 Flying

Scotsman,with a notice boasting that
the Swindon product was the most
powerful locomotive in Britain.

Bought for preservation in 1964,
it was one of the first wave of steam
locomotives to be allowed back on
the national network after BR relaxed
its post-1968 main line steam ban
in 1971.

Return fromAustralia
In 1977, the late SirWilliam McAlpine
sold No. 4079 toWest Australian mining
concern Hamersley Iron.

The locomotive last steamed Down
Under in October 1994. Faced with
huge repair bills, Hamersley Iron
agreed to donate it to the Great
Western Society.

As pictured on the front cover of
Heritage Railway issue 15, it arrived
at Portbury Dock on July 8, 2000, on
board the container ship Toba.

The August 13 steam tests were
undertaken for insurance purposes,
and Pendennis Castle reappeared in
public for Didcot’s August 28-30 bank
holiday steam up, although it did not
move under its own power.

On the Saturday, it was hauled
out of the engine shed by GWR
Avonside 0-4-0ST No. 1340 Trojan and
serenaded by a jazz band when the
society held a 60th anniversary party
for Didcot volunteers, who enjoyed
beer and a barbeque.

On the Monday, No. 4079 was
displayed alongside classmate
No. 5051 Earl Bathurst and the award-
winning new Saint 4-6-0 No. 2999
Lady of Legend before being returned
to the shed.

In action over the weekend
alongside Trojan and No. 2999 were
Lambton 0-6-2T No. 29, visiting from
the North Yorkshire Moors Railway,
and Class 14 D9516.
Pendennis Castlewill again take

centre stage when the society holds
its second major 60th anniversary gala
event on October 23/24.

No. 4079 will then spend the winter
having final jobs completed, the
remaining parts fitted, and painting
and lining out completed, in readiness
for its April launch.
�Todonatetothesociety’sDiamond
JubileeappealandhelpDidcot recover
fromthepandemic,visithttps://
didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk/product.
php/110/diamond-jubilee-fund
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Magnificent threeGWR4-6-0soutsideDidcot shedonAugust 30. Left to right areNo. 5051EarlBathurst, No. 4079PendennisCastleandNo.2999LadyofLegend.Behind
them isGWRpannier tankNo. 3738.

Above:PendennisCastle is serenadedat theGreatWesternSociety’s 60th
anniversaryparty for volunteersonAugust28.

Right: Those sleekBrunswickGreen lineswere thought tohave left our shores
forever44years ago,butarenowback toopenanotherpage in thehistoryof this
Castle.

Above: TheDidcot60thanniversarypartyonAugust28 in full swing,with so
much to celebrateover sixdecades.

Right: Safetyback inside its shedatDidcotpending the completionof its
snagging jobsand liningout,PendennisCastleawaits its nextpublic appearance
at the second60thanniversarygalaweekendonOctober23/24.
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Aplace for theoldbeneath thenew:Anartist’s impressionof theHS2 terminus
atCurzonStreet,with the restoredLondon&BirminghamRailway stationand
the listedWoodmanpuboppositebelow,middle centre.HS2 LTD

City’s oldest terminuswill be
reborn alongside the newest
ByRobinJones

THE builder ofBritain’snewest railway
line hasbeguntherestorationofGrade
I listedOldCurzonStreetstation in
Birmingham,one of theworld’soldest
survivingpiecesofmonumental railway
architecture,alongsidetheplannedHS2
terminus inthecity.

The refurbishment project began
on September 2. The next year will
see a team of local experts carry out
intricate restoration work on the
iconic building, designed by architect
Philip Hardwick and opened on June
24, 1838, as the northern terminus for
the London & Birmingham Railway,
including its offices and boardroom.

AThe architecture is Roman inspired,
following Hardwick’s trip to Italy in
1818/19. With its tall pillars running
up the front of the building, the
design mirrored the Euston Arch at
the London end of the line.

Short heyday
The station was originally known simply
as Birmingham, and the first train from
London arrived on September 17, 1838.
The Grand Junction Railway arrived at
Curzon Street in 1839.

However, its use as a major
passenger station was short-lived
as it was inconveniently located
on the eastern edge of the city
centre and its facilities soon became

overwhelmed by the growing traffic.
Following the merging of the London
& Birmingham and Grand Junction
railways into the LNWR in 1846, work
started on the new‘Grand Central’
station, which became known as
Birmingham New Street, half a mile to
the west and shared with the Midland
Railway. New Street was completed in
1854, when most passenger services
were diverted to the new station.

Having suffered extensive damage
during the Birmingham blitz and
surviving two applications for its
demolition in the 1970s, Old Curzon
Street is now listed on the Heritage at
Risk Register maintained by Historic
England.

The refurbishment will see this
status change for the first time in over
a decade, with future plans to use it
as an HS2 visitor centre, with flexible
facilities for office space, exhibition
purposes and catering.

The project is being undertaken
by national contractor KN Circet
(transport and infrastructure
division), which is working for HS2’s
enabling works contractor Laing
O’Rourke and J Murphy & Sons.

Work on the old station will include
a new steel structural frame to
strengthen it, a lift giving access to all
four levels, a glass balustrade for the
historic staircase, an internal fit-out,

roof repairs, structural repairs to the
external façade, and a full clean of the
external building masonry.

The restoration team will include
local specialists with traditional skills
like carpentry and stonemasonry.
Companies on board include
Solihull’s Umberslade doing the
strip-out, Redditch’s Orton Group
supplying mechanical and electrical
design and installation, and Rugeley’s
JFE Attridge Scaffolding Services Ltd.

Public space
An enhanced setting will reflect the
history of the old station as well as the
Grade II listedWoodman pub opposite.
New public space surrounding the
station will feature the historic track
alignments of the former goods yard
that lay to its east, and the gardens and
new eastern concourse façade have
also been designed to complement the
old station’s architecture.

Birmingham City Council leader
Ian Ward said:“I am delighted that
the restoration of Old Curzon Street
station has begun.

“As a key part of Birmingham’s
railway heritage, the renovation will
secure its place as part of the new
Curzon Street station for generations
to come.

“The restoration will create high-
skilled jobs, further demonstrating

Will14XX to return to steamfor SouthDevon’s 150thanniversary in2022?
POPULARGWR14XXNo.1420could return to steam
for theSouthDevonRailway’s 150thanniversary
year in2022, it is hoped.
The Collett 0-4-2T, owned by the SDR

Association, is undergoing a heavy overhaul in
the line’s Buckfastleighworkshops, having last
steamed in 2006when it was stoppedwith a
leaking firebox foundation ring.
The overhaul has been boosted by a £5000 grant

from theVeronica Awdry CharitableTrust towards
the cost of newboiler stays.Veronica is the
daughter of the late ReverendW. Awdry, author
of theThomas theTank Engine books, inwhich
a 14XX featured asOliver. Her trust regularly
donates royalty funds to heritage railway projects.
Last year, the National Lottery Heritage Fund

made a £22,180 grant towards the cost of new
firebox platework and a replacement foundation
ring for No. 1420.
There is still a great deal of work to be done on

the boiler, including the fitting of a newbarrel,
tubeplate, and drilling the firebox for new stays.
While the frames andwheels have been

reassembled, the valves, pistons andmotion still
need to be overhauled, and new side tanks have
to be constructed.
The SDRwouldwelcome further donations to

help complete thework. GWR14XXNo. 1420withamilk trainat Staverton in2004. SDR
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Severn Valley
Railway is on top
of the world!
THE SevernValleyRailwayhaswona
TripAdvisorTraveller’sChoiceAwardfor
thesecondyear running.

Based on visitor feedback submitted
to the online platform, the award –
which also went to the SVR’s Engine
House visitor centre at Highley and
King & Castle pub at Kidderminster
– puts the Kidderminster-Bridgnorth
line in the top 10% of visitor
attractions worldwide.

The railway has received more than
300 five-star reviews in the last 12
months, boosting its ranking in the
Kidderminster, Worcestershire and
West Midlands categories.

Michael Dunn, head of visitor
experience at the SVR, said:“The
Severn Valley Railway has always been
synonymous with a quality service
– from our customer service team to
our dedicated volunteers.

“We continue to improve all areas
of the railway and value customers’
honest feedback to help us deliver the
best experience we can.”

Left: As reported in issue266, the
remainsofwhat is thought tobe
theworld’s oldest roundhousewere
discovered last yearduring the
buildingof thenewHS2 terminusat
CurzonStreet. The roundhouse,built
toaRobert Stephensondesign,was
operational onNovember12, 1837. It is
twoyearsolder than the roundhouse in
Derby,whichwaspreviously thought
tobe theworld’s oldest. Theuncovered
remains showevidenceof thebaseof
the central turntable, theexteriorwall
and the inspectionpits that surrounded
it.HS2 LTD

Below: The interiorofGrade I listed
OldCurzonStreet station.HS2 LTD

Right: Scaffolding inplaceas the
project to restoreBirmingham’s
OldCurzonStreet stationbeganon
September2aspart of the city’sHS2
terminus.Opposite is theWoodman
pub,whichwill also survivealongside
thenewstation. ROBIN JONES

the economic benefit that HS2 is
bringing to our city. We are entering
a golden decade for Birmingham,
and the arrival of HS2 is at the heart
of this.”

Russell Bailey, HS2 project manager
for Old Curzon Street station,
added:“The revamped building is
integrated into HS2’s plans for the
city’s landmark Curzon Street station,
which will be the first brand new
intercity terminus station built in
Britain since the 19th century.

“Work is set to start on building
the new station in the next year, with
the joint venture contractor Mace
Dragodos set to create 1000 jobs.”

The new Curzon Street station will
also have a pedestrian link to the
adjacent Moor Street station, and be
integrated with an extended West
Midlands Metro.

Thanks a million GCR fans – and HS2
ByRobinJones

SUPPORTERS of the scheme to reunite
the two heritage-era Great Central
railways have raised £1 million towards
the next stage.

The money for the GCR
Reunification Project has come
from the local community and rail
enthusiasts who want to see a unique
18-mile heritage main line created
between the outskirts of Nottingham
and Leicester, using the new bridge
that has been built over the Midland
Main Line at Loughborough to link
the Great Central Railway and what
has just been rebranded as the
Nottingham Heritage Railway.

The new bridge and refurbishment
of an original one crossing the Grand
Union Canal at Loughborough are
two of the seven phases of work
completing the link, which will
not only create an internationally
recognised tourist attraction, but will
also sustain and create jobs in the
local economy. The project requires
550 yards of the original Victorian
railway to be rebuilt.

The money being raised will go
towards completing two more
stages, in the crossing of Railway
Terrace on the northern side of
Loughborough and an adjacent
factory car park.

Incredible achievement
Andy Fillingham, chairman of the
Friends of the Great Central Main Line,
the membership club which is leading
the fundraising for the project, said:
“Raising £1 million is an incredible
achievement by everyone involved.
To everyone who has supported the
appeals and got involved – a heartfelt
thank-you.

“This is a real people power project,
putting back a railway which so many
didn’t want to close in the first place.

“With the railway reopened after
the various lockdowns, we’re getting
back to face-to-face fundraising,
not only at the GCR but around the
community, too. We are looking
forward to meeting people and
bringing them up-to-date with the
latest news on Reunification. It’s the
biggest heritage railway project in

the UK and has really got people
fired up!”

Meanwhile, Reunification has
received an unusual boost from
the new High Speed 2 line which is
being built between London and
Birmingham.

The line is due to cross the
site of the original Great Central
Railway station at Finmere Bridge,
Oxfordshire. During the demolition
of the old station, some masonry
has been recovered, including eight
handsome bridge coping stones.

Andy said: “The plan is that these
coping stones will be used in the
course of the construction of the
Reunification scheme, giving the
new project a real connection to
the past.”
�Todonate to theGCRReunification
project, visitwww.gcrailway.co.uk/
unifyor textUNIFY to70970 togive
£5or textUNIFY to70191 togive£10.
Alternatively, chequesmadepayable
toTheDavidClarkeRailwayTrustmay
beposted to:DCRT, LovattHouse, 3
WharncliffeRoad, Loughborough,
Leicestershire LE111SL.
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Glasgow-built articulatedGMAMGarratt 4-8-2+2-8-4No. 4114of1957on itsway topermanent safetyat SandstoneEstates.GERT JUBILEUS

Safe at last: SouthAfrican
giantsmoved to Sandstone
By JohnTitlow

FOUR 3ft 6in Cape Gauge steam
locomotives have been removed from
their base of more than 20 years at the
old steam shed in Bloemfontein, South
Africa, to the preservation bolthole of
Sandstone Estates, near Ficksburg in
Orange Free State.

After a journey of 140 miles by
road during August, as announced
in last month’s issue, all four have
arrived at their new home for safe-
keeping. They are Krupp 19D 4-8-2
No. 2654 of 1939 and three built
in Glasgow by North British: Class
24 2-8-4 No. 3688 of 1949; Class 11
2-8-2 No. 929 of 1904, which ended
its days in industrial use; and the
largest, articulated GMAM Garratt
4-8-2+2-8-4 No. 4114 of 1957,
weighing about 190 tons. All will
be cosmetically restored, with the
Garratt placed at the entrance of
Sandstone Estates.

Security concerns
A direct railway line between
Bloemfontein and Bethlehem
that passes alongside Sandstone
Estates is now impassable due to a
complete lack of maintenance. In
steam days it used to be one of the
major main lines in South Africa but
is now a sad reminder of times gone
by, with the majority of stations
stripped and vandalised.

Bloemfontein shed has been the
home to South African Railways’
reserve museum collection, but
vandalism and the removal of parts
was causing great concern due

to weak security, corruption and
the worsening security situation.
There are only a couple of guards
on the gate and the majority of
it is unfenced. First to be stolen is
the copper piping, followed by any
nonferrous items sold for a pittance.

I visited the shed back in 2019 while
heading to Sandstone for its ‘Where
Mountains Meet the Stars’event, as
described in Heritage Railway 254,
and had no problem gaining access.

Theft from the railways in South
Africa is a very serious problem. Signal
cables are taken for their copper,
while overhead catenary and even
the rails themselves have been stolen,
causing derailments.

The UK has also suffered from the
theft of cables, but changing the law
regarding the sale of scrap has helped
to seriously reduce this problem;
identities must now be shown when
selling scrap.

Sandstone Estates must be one
of the safest places in South Africa
that these important locomotives
could end up. It does not have the
capability to operate them due to not
having any Cape Gauge running lines,
but it has plenty of space, securing
their future.

Preserving South Africa’s 2ft
gauge is Sandstone’s speciality after
collecting locomotives, carriages,
considerable freight stock and
building a complete working railway
from scratch that is now the envy
of the world and one of the leaders.
Should there be a slight chance of
restoring these engines to steam, it
has the skills available.

The difficulties regarding the security of
preserved steam locomotives in South
Africawerehighlightedbya large-scale
attackofarmedscrapthieves in2010
at theChamdorsite inKrugersdorp,
near Johannesburg,whichbelonged
totheSouthAfricanNationalRailway
andSteamMuseum(SANRASM),
unconnectedtotheOuteniquaTransport
MuseuminGeorge,WesternCape
andBloemfontein.

The now-defunct SANRASM was
responsible for nearly 100 locomotives
on its site donated by well-meaning
corporations and mines, and several
of the locomotives were unique.

Although some were repainted, the
site was never opened to the public
and security became increasingly
problematic, compounded by an
‘unofficial housing area’ (township)
expanding rapidly nearby.

One visitor to the Chamdor site
in 2010 commented:“I spoke to the
so-called security guard who was on
duty, who told me he was too scared
to chase off the‘Affirmative Action
Shoppers’as they had threatened to
slit his throat if he tried to stop them.

“He also said they told him his life
was not worth it for looking after the
‘white man’s things’.

“This facility is not secured, there are
no fences, and an informal settlement
is a mere stone’s throw away. He said
he walks around first thing in the
morning and picks up the bits and
pieces the‘shoppers’have left behind.
He showed me what he had collected
this morning, which included one
chimney and several small connecting
rods! I did not feel at all safe being

there, and cut my visit short after
taking a couple of photos.”

Mismanagement and corruption
exacerbated the situation, made
worse by more than a million Rand
(about £450,000 at the time) of
societies’ funds stolen. Questions were
raised but none answered. In 2014
the site was cleared and 78 historic
locomotives lost. Now, no sign of
anything remains.

Rescue operation
During this debacle, Sandstone
managed to rescue four 2ft narrow
gauge locomotives on site – SAR
Class NGG13 Garratt 2-6-2+2-6-2
No. 58, built by Hanomag in 1927;
Beyer Peacock NGG11 2-6-0+0-6-2
No. 52 of 1919; industrial Orenstein &
Koppel 0-6-0T No. 12691 of 1936; and
industrial Avonside 0-4-0T No. 1624
of 1913. All this was achieved against
fierce resistance from a small group of
founders who had left the country. As
a plus, Nos. 52, 12691 and 1624 have
now been restored to working order by
Sandstone.

What the future holds for
the remaining locomotives at
Bloemfontein is uncertain but the way
matters are going, it does not look
good. Slowly, parts of value will be
removed – especially the nonferrous
metal, while expensive items to
manufacture will be sold purely for
the value of the metal and not for its
real value.

South Africa must heed the
previous warning signs and
boost security if the remaining
locomotives are to survive.
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NorthBritish-built Class 242-8-4No. 3688of1949, en route toSandstone.
GERT JUBILEUS

Asimple chainon thegatedoesnot stopanyoneentering through thepit at
SouthAfrica’s theft-proneBloemfontein shed.Preserved16DAPacificNo. 876 is
in the foreground. JOHN TITLOW

On itsway to safety: Krupp19D4-8-2No. 2654of1939 takenby low-loader from
Bloemfontein.GERT JUBILEUS

Class 112-8-2No. 929of1904on the road fromBloemfontein.GERT JUBILEUS

A4PACIFICSirNigelGresleyhas
appeared inLNERwartimeblack
livery–although itwill not run in
thisguise.
Havingbeenunder overhaul in

theNational RailwayMuseum’s
workshop atYork since 2015,
No. 60007was rolled out in late
Augustwith a coat of semi-gloss
black paint, LNER transfers and
the number 4498 – resembling
the economy livery applied to the
Gresley streamliners during the
SecondWorldWar.
However, the new lookwas

merely to protect the locomotive
from the elements during its
move to Locomotive Services Ltd
in Crewe for the overhaul to be
completed.The enginewasmoved
from theNRM toHolgate on
September 21 to be split from its
tender for the roadmove.
Prior to this, theA4was involved

in aminor shunting collision
withMerchantNavyNo. 35018
British India Line in theNRM's
yard on September 2.Therewere
no injuries and the damage to
theA4's tenderwas repaired by
September 13.

Logical choice
TheNRMhadrequested that
theenginebemovedtoclear
theworkshop for theplanned
redevelopmentof themuseum,
butdelays causedbyCovidmeant
that theoverhaul couldnotbe
completed in time.With theSirNigel
GresleyLocomotiveTrusthaving
alreadyentered intoa10-year
agreementwith theRoyalScot
Locomotive&GeneralTrust for the
operationof theA4onthemain
line,Crewewasconsidered thebest
place tofinish thework.

The trust stated:“Another
significant factor that has arisen
in our plans is the financial
difficulties of the Llangollen
Railway,which carried out our
boiler overhaul.Whilewehave no
concerns about the quality of the
work doneonNo. 60007’s boiler,
support for final boiler testing
and commissioning is no longer
available fromLlangollen.
“Once the locomotive is in

service, the agreementwehave
with LSLmeans theywill take on
day-to-daymaintenance of the
boiler, so asking them to support
initial testing is logical.”
Some sections and entire sheets

of the streamlined casing had
been renewed, but therewas
insufficient timebefore themove
to properly prepare all of the bare
steel for primer andundercoat,
hence the need for the protective
paint.
Trust photographerTrevor Camp

said:“This is only temporary and
‘SNG’will be repainted into BR
Express Blue, as voted for by the
trustmembers, before the planned
return to traffic in the first quarter
of 2022.”

Other black Pacifics
Record-breakingA4No.4468
Mallardwassimilarlypaintedblack
in2012,whenundercoatwas
applied inpreparation foranew
coatofLNERGarterblueprior to its
displaywith theotherfivepreserved
A4sat the‘GreatGathering’of2013.
However,noLNERtransferswere
appliedonthatoccasion.
A3 FlyingScotsmanwas

displayed inwartimeblack as
No. 502/103 in 2011, and initially
ran in this guise in late 2015.

SirNigelGresleyemerges fromYork
workshop inLNERwartimeblack

A4SirNigelGresley in its temporaryLNERwartimeblack liveryasNo. 4498,
at theNationalRailwayMuseuminYorkonAugust28. TREVOR CAMP/SNGLT
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SteveDaviesMBE, chairmanofThe
A1SteamLocomotiveTrust, presses
thebutton to startmachining the first
componentatHowcoGroupplc.A1SLT

Outside cylinder inlet andexhaust
valveguidehousing the first stage
turningonCNC latheatHowcoGroup
plc.HOWCOGROUP PLC/A1SLT

Right:Designwork for the
modified cylinderblock is
complete,with the focus
nowturned toadaptationof
theLentz rotary campoppet
valvegear toovercome
deficiencies in theoriginal
design.
FREWER&CO ENGINEERING
LTD/A1SLT

New£6mP2: Cylinder
block construction is
nowwell underway
ByRobinJones

THE fabricationof thecylinderblock
for thenew£6millionGresleyP22-8-2
No.2007PrinceofWaleshasbegun.

Howco Group Plc is using steel
castings supplied by William Cook
Cast Products Ltd, with delivery
scheduled for spring 2022.

The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust is
aiming to raise an initial £250,000
from 250 supporters each donating
£1000 (plus Gift Aid) for the block via
The Cylinder Manufacturing Club.
The club has already raised £27,000
(plus Gift Aid) just two months after
being launched.

The trust’s engineering team
has completed the work involved
in converting the original class P2
monobloc casting into a welded
fabrication – the final of four principal
areas of major redesign (pony truck,
valve gear, crank axle and cylinder
block) of the original Gresley design.

The work included Finite Element
Analysis to check for structural
integrity; improving the layout of the
valves to reduce the clearance volume
(which affects cylinder efficiency);
rerouting the steam and exhaust
passages to physically separate
them to prevent incoming steam
from heating the outgoing exhaust;
increasing the size and improving
internal streamlining of steam
passages to increase maximum power
and improve economy; and reducing
the overall width of the cylinder block
to provide Prince ofWaleswith the
widest possible route availability.
The trust commissioned Frewer &
Co Engineers Ltd of Dorking, Surrey,
to undertake a Computational Fluid
Dynamics analysis of the inlet and
exhaust steam passages.

William Cook has made substantial
progress with the cast steel steam
ports, having manufactured all the
patterns and cast the outside cylinder
steam ports.

Designed and rebuilt
The most powerful express passenger
locomotives to operate in the UK, the
P2s were designed for the LNER to
haul 600-ton trains on the arduous
Edinburgh-to-Aberdeen route. Sadly,
the design was never fully developed
and they were rebuilt by his successor,
EdwardThompson, into ungainly Class
A2/2 Pacifics in 1943/4 and scrapped
by 1961.

No. 2007, being built at Darlington
Locomotive Works, will be the
seventh member of the class.

Despite the impact of Covid-19,
progress on the project is moving
forward rapidly. Construction and
assembly work continues on all
fronts, including the boiler, wheelsets,
tender, heavy motion, pipework
and electricals. Design work for the
extensively modified and improved
cylinder block is complete, with the
focus now turned to the adaptation
of the Lentz rotary cam poppet valve
gear to overcome deficiencies in the
original design.

Fundraising is also moving forward
well, with the monthly ‘P2 for the price
of a pint of beer a week’covenant
scheme having attracted more than
1000 participants. The Boiler Club has
recruited 228 members of its initial
target of 300, while the Tender Club
has reached 106 members of its 250
initial target. The P2 Support Coach
Appeal has 56 supporters out of a
targeted 100, and the Motion Club
has passed its initial target of 175
members and will remain open until
the final heavy motion is delivered.
The Injectors Club, launched only
in June, has already recruited 14
members out of 50, and the trust’s P2
Dedicated Donation scheme has also
raised more than £440,000.

So far, more than £4 million of the
estimated £6 million required to

complete No. 2007 within the next
two years has been raised.

Incentive scheme
Members ofThe Cylinder
Manufacturing Club will have the
opportunity to buy a ticket on one
of the first trains hauled by No. 2007,
receive an exclusive print of the general
arrangement drawing and 3D CAD
image of the redesigned cylinder
block, get first choice of components
to sponsor as a Dedicated Donation,
have reasonable access to No. 2007 at
all times, and will be invited to a special
supporters’day with Peppercorn A1
Pacific No. 60163Tornado.

Trustee Mark Allatt said:“The
commencement of the fabrication of
the redesigned and improved cylinder
block for our new Gresley P2 No. 2007
Prince ofWales is a very significant
milestone in the project.

“If you would like to see a new
P2 sooner rather than later, I would
encourage potential supporters
to get on board The Cylinder
Manufacturing Club.”
�Supporterscan joinTheCylinder
ManufacturingClubbyvisitingwww.
p2steam.com/support/the-cylinder-
manufacturing-club,emailing
enquiries@p2steam.com,orcalling
01325460163.

PROJECT62, thegroup
overseeingtherestorationof two
Yugoslavian-builtClass62‘Yankee
Tank’copies,willbeholdingan
opendayat theNorthDorset
Railway’sShillingstonestation
headquarters from11amto3pm
onSunday,October24.
Visitors are invited tomeet the

volunteers restoringNo. 30075
(formerly JZNo. 62-669,which
was acquired fromStore Steel in
Slovenia in 1990)which is out of
servicepending firebox repairs
anda full overhaul.
Thegroup is also involved in

theproject to rebuildNo. 62-
521,whichwas acquired from
ArcelorMittal Zenica inBosnia
Herzegovina inDecember
2006with thenew identity of
No. 30076.
TheClass 62s are apattern

build of SecondWorldWar
USATCS100Class 0-6-0T
shunters designedbyColonel
HowardGHill,manyof
which sawservice in theUK,
including14on theSouthern
Railway. Four original US-built
locomotives arepreserved in
theUK, alongwith the two
Yugoslavian-built examples.
For details of how tovolunteer

onProject 62, email: secretary.
project62@gmail.com

MeetProject
62volunteers

Bishop’sCastle
museumopens
after yearsof
hardwork
THEBishop’sCastleRailway
Societyhasopened itsnew
WeighbridgeRailwayMuseum
after yearsofhardgraft.
The societywas established

in 1989 topreserve remaining
artefacts from theShropshire
railway that opened in 1865
after local businesses raised the
money tobuild it, but closed
in 1935after all but oneof its
operational yearsmadea loss.
The Station Streetmuseum

explores how it brought
prosperity into a small isolated
community by facilitating
cheaper goods tobebrought
in, local produce to reachwider
markets, andmaking travel to
bigger townspossible.
Opening times are currently

restricted to11am to3pmon
the secondand fourthTuesday
in everymonth.
Oneof its first eventswas a

model railway societymeeting
onSeptember 7.
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Singapore recalls its time as a POW
HAWTHORN Leslie 0-4-0ST No. 3865
of 1936Singaporewas the centrepiece
of a special open day on August 29
at Rocks by Rail:The Living Ironstone
Museum to mark the liberation of Far
Eastern prisoners of war at the end of
the SecondWorldWar.

The locomotive and 80,000 Allied
servicemen were captured at the fall
of Singapore in February 1942.

The 76th anniversary
commemoration included a display
giving insight into the lives of POWs,
and visitors had the opportunity to

place a white orchid – the Far East
conflict flower of remembrance – on
the locomotive.

Formerly known as Rutland Railway
Museum, the Cottesmore venue will
be holding a Driver for a Fiver day on
Sunday, October 3.

HawthornLeslie 0-4-0STNo. 3865of1936Singapore carryingSecondWorldWar remembrance regalia inside the
Cottesmore locomotive shedonAugust29.ROBIN JONES

AshesofNVRvolunteer scatteredby JubileeBahamas
LONG�SERVINGNeneValleyRailway
volunteerDoreenFosterhada
fitting send-offwhenherasheswere
scatteredbyher favourite locomotive,
LMSJubilee4-6-0No. 45596Bahamas.
Doreen, who died on June 27 at

the age of 87, was a volunteer at
theNVR from its reopening in 1977
until 1999, after which she ran the
café and ticket office at the adjacent
RailworldWildlife Haven formore
than 10 years.
Herworkwas recognisedwith a

Queen’s Award forVoluntary Service
in 2018, presented byHRHTheDuke
of Gloucester.
Her asheswere placed in the

firebox of the visiting Jubilee on
August 21 at OrtonMere station,
where she had previously held the
post of stationmistress.
At the regulator of the Stanier 4-6-0

wasNVR locomotive superintendent
Paul Roe, whoDoreen had known
from the age of 13. NeneValleyRailway stalwart volunteerDoreenFoster.NVR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 49



On its first dayback in service following repairs, theWesternLocomotive
Association’s Class 52D1062WesternCourierwaits atBewdley to takeover a train
fromclassmateD1015WesternChampionon July11. TheWLA isplanting trees to
offset the carbonemissionsof its locomotives.PAUL FINCH/WLA

Stay in a restored signalbox right by the main line!
ByRobinJones

THE disusedLancashire&Yorkshire
Railwaysignalboxonthemain line
atHebdenBridge is tobecomea
community-runheritagecentre–and
visitorswillbeable tostay in itovernight.

After three years of campaigning
in conjunction with the Friends of
Hebden Bridge Station, the local
Calder Valley Community Land Trust
has been awarded a £99,600 grant
from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund to preserve the Grade II listed
building. It has been empty since
2018, when the line’s signalling was
modernised, and has suffered from
bouts of vandalism.

The structure still contains the
original L&Y signal lever frame which
was installed in 1891. The trust will
oversee the restoration of the interior
of the signalbox and will install a
computer simulation, allowing visitors
to use the existing signal levers to
virtually experience taking a train
through the Hebden Bridge line.

The National Lottery is also
supporting the appointment of a
project officer to work with locals,
including schools and youth
organisations, to enable visitors to
better understand the ’box’s history.

A series of oral recordings will be
made of the experiences of former

signal operators. The ground floor
of the structure will be adapted
and available for visitors looking for
quirky overnight accommodation.
Income from paying guests will help
to fund maintenance of the fabric of
the signalbox.

Further support
Theproject is supportedbytheRailway
HeritageTrust andan initial£4500grant
fromHebdenRoydTownCouncilhas
enabledthe trust, acommunitybenefit
society, tocommission localarchitect
JacquieMilham,ofArchitectonic Design,
topreparethenecessarydrawings.

Network Rail said it supports a
leasehold transfer of the building to
the trust, and the relevant discussions
are now taking place.

Trust chairman Simon Brearley said:
“We now have almost all the pieces
together for the project to go ahead.

“This will be a heritage building
which, we believe, will attract interest
not just from Calderdale but also
from across the whole of the north
of England.”

David Renwick, director, England,
North at the National Lottery, said:
“We are proud to support Calder
Valley Community Land Trust in
this innovative project that sees our
industrial heritage celebrated in a new
fashion and also creates an interesting

and commercially sustainable future
for the signalbox.”

Dale Clarke, property services
manager for Network Rail, said:“As
we continue to improve the railway
and upgrade the signalling system
to bring more reliable journeys for
passengers, it’s great that people
will be able to learn more about the
history of the railway in the area.”

Elsewhere, Network Rail has
been given listed building consent
by Warrington Borough Council’s
planning department to refurbish
the London & North Western
Railway Monks Siding signalbox in
Sankey Bridges.

Built in 1875, the two-storey timber
framed structure on Quay Fold, next
to the line linking Warrington Bank
Quay and Liverpool South Parkway
stations, still retains its original
20-lever tumbler frame. The ground
floor houses signalling equipment,
which is operated by a signaller from
the first floor.

The planning application stated:
“The proposed development is
considered necessary to improve
and extend the safe operation of the
station.

“This in turn preserves the building’s
character and use. The proposal
will not be to the detriment of the
building’s historic character.”

HebdenBridge signalbox is tobe
turned intoaheritage centre, offering
visitor accommodationoverlooking
themain line.NETWORK RAIL

MonksSiding ‘box inSankeyBridges.
STEPHENMCKAY/CREATIVE COMMONS

Western group planting trees
to offset its carbon emissions
ByTobyJennings

THE SevernValley Railway-based
Western Locomotive Association is
planting trees in the Scottish Highlands
to offset the carbon emissions of its two
Class 52 diesel-hydraulics.

It has teamed up with specialist
rewilding charity Trees for Life to
create the new grove in Glen Affric,
15 miles west of Loch Ness. It has
been named Whizzo Woods, after the
nickname applied to the Westerns
towards the end of their BR career.

The group owns D1062Western
Courier,which, as reported last
issue, returned to traffic on July 11
following repairs, and D1013Western
Ranger,which is currently under
overhaul.

The plantation scheme makes
the WLA the first diesel locomotive
owning group in the country to
become carbon neutral.

In a similar move to help the
environment, the Kent & East Sussex
Railway is using biofuel in its diesel
locomotives and multiple unit (see
page 28), while the Talyllyn Railway
is also planting trees to offset its

carbon emissions, as reported in
issue 283.

Paul Finch, the WLA’s press officer,
said: “One of our board members
put it quite bluntly. He said our
engines are ‘60-year-old gas-guzzling
machines’. And so we decided to
take action now, to offset the carbon
emissions they produce.

“A Class 52 consumes one gallon
of fuel per mile, and an average
running day on the SVR is 64 miles.

“We plan to operate on 20 days
per year. We know that each gallon
of diesel fuel burnt produces 10.9kg
of carbon dioxide, so if you crunch
the numbers, we’ll produce about 15
tonnes per annum.

“Trees for Life has advised
that for every tonne of carbon
produced, we need to plant 4.19
trees. So, by planting a minimum
of 62 trees a year, we will offset our
carbon emissions.”

The group has set up a direct
debit mandate to purchase half
the trees every year, and is seeking
donations for the rest. Trees can
be purchased for £6 each (plus Gift
Aid) through the WLA’s website at

www.westernlocomotives.co.uk or
directly from Trees for Life at https://
treesforlife.org.uk/groves/315992/

“We’ve already covered the first
year, which shows how much
support there is for this initiative,”
said Paul.

“As well as planting trees, we will,
wherever possible, select suppliers
that also support carbon neutrality
and use environmentally sustainable
processes and materials, and have
their own clear commitment built
into their strategies and policies.”
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ARTHURIAN

It’s the last surviving BR-named Standard Five, almost
certainly holds the speed record for the class, and is set for
its third stint of heritage era running. Toby Jennings turns
the spotlight on No. 73082 Camelot and its owning group.

Usually, the prevailing and sensible
school of thought in railway
preservation is that you should buy a

locomotive because of its condition, not for its
name. Certainly that’s the case when setting
out to preserve today’s heritage diesels; it’s no
good saving a celebrity ‘namer’ with a special
livery if it’s got thin tyres or high engine hours,
or the copper thieves have been at it.
Things can be different when it comes to
steam locomotives, though. When intrepid
preservationists began rescuing survivors
from Dai Woodham’s famous Barry scrapyard,

many of the first engines to find buyers were
indeed those considered to be in the best nick.
Most were back in steam within a relatively
short time, and some even still had original BR
tubes in the boiler.
Nonetheless, there were of course rare or
unique Barry engines rightly saved for their
historical significance regardless of condition,
while there were also a few that were rescued
simply because of their name, or because they
were somebody’s particular favourite. As its
title suggests, the 73082 Camelot Locomotive
Society was a case in all those points.

The society didn’t even consider any of the
other engines in the yard – the BR Standard
5MT 4-6-0 of that name and number was
always going to be its choice.

Unique ‘namer’
What was so special about it? Well, as we
shall see, one significant achievement on its
CV is that it almost certainly holds the speed
record for the Standard Fives – but the main
point was that it was (and is) the last surviving
‘Standard Arthur’. As the earliest Urie-
designed examples of the much-loved King

LOCOMOTIVE PROFILE
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Arthur 4-6-0s were being withdrawn in the
late 1950s after a long and illustrious career
with the Southern Railway and Southern
Region, a BR staff member put forward
the suggestion that their stirring names,
associated with the legend of King Arthur and
the Knights of the Round Table, be transferred
to some of the Southern Region’s Standard
5MTs.
The idea was officially adopted in May 1958,
with Nos. 73080-89 and 73110-119 receiving
the names as they visited Eastleigh Works
between May 1959 and September 1962,

and the name Camelot – originally from
King Arthur No. 30742 – being bestowed on
No. 73082 in August 1959.
Though perhaps never quite as well-loved
as their predecessors, with other evocative
identities such as Excalibur,Morgan le Fay
and Lyonnesse, the ‘Standard Arthurs’ found
their own place in enthusiasts’ hearts, as the
‘namers’ so prized by the locospotters of the
day and with a touch of glamour among their
workaday Standard counterparts.
Similarly, while many of the older drivers
still preferred the older engines, most

footplatemen appreciated the sprightly and
free-running characteristics of the Standard
Fives – something that Camelot proved in
spectacular fashion on Christmas Eve 1964,
when it was rostered to work a goods train
from Basingstoke to Salisbury and a parcels
train back.
The Basingstoke fireman, R.D. Carrell,
remembered: “On the way down my mate
was moaning about missing a party at his
house and, after such financial expense, he
wasn’t going to allow his relatives to drink
all his booze. He advised me that, at all cost,

Thenameplates for theSouthernRegionStandardFives, attached to the sideof the runningplate, followed
the samedesignas thoseof their KingArthurpredecessors, butwithout thewords ‘KingArthurClass’
beneath. JULIANHEINEMANN



he intended getting back to Basing’ before
midnight. As we weren’t booked to arrive back
before 01.00 hours, I thought this was going to
be an interesting evening.
“Upon arrival at Salisbury MPD, Arthur
asked me to give extra attention to cleaning
the fire and ashpan – these locomotives
had self-cleaning smokeboxes. As was to
be expected with little traffic around, our
train arrived early so we quickly attached
to our return working upon release of the
Salisbury-based Pacific that had brought it
in. Fortunately for me, Camelot had proved
a good steamer on the run down and now,
with a clean fire, I had every confidence in
her (this was an unpredictable era!). We got
the ‘right away’ at about 23.14 hours. Arthur
consulted his fob watch and asked if I was all
set. I assured him (with tongue in cheek) that I
could match his demands.
“We had five on, fortunately a mixture of
BGs and GUVs (no four-wheelers to restrict
our speed), and with such a light train we
fair lifted them out of Salisbury station
and around that notorious curve akin to a
1906 boat train! Speed was kept around the
maximum allowable until we were clear of
Tunnel Junction, thence began the climb to
Grateley, after which I expected things to liven
up a little. Things, however, livened up long
before Grateley; in fact, at full regulator and
50% cut-off, Porton was passed at 60mph and
I found myself working harder on this stretch
than I ever had before, even with 15 bogies on!
‘Perhaps reason will prevail,’ I thought, ‘and an
easing would be experienced between Grateley
and Andover, allowing me to roll a smoke’.

“We flew over the top at Grateley doing
80mph and I sat down, but Arthur, with a
gleam in his eyes, did nothing – not even an
adjustment back to 45%. With a Rizla flapping
between my lips, I grabbed the shovel again.
“After a few more rounds of coal I decided
to play Mother and clean up the deck with my
hand brush. While I was bending over to look
at the floor, I noticed that the loco was taking
the easy curves down to Andover as if they
were a roller coaster. I grabbed my seat and,
using it to straighten myself, glanced over at
the ‘clock’ – 98... 99... 100!
“I began to feel giddy and crashed into my
seat. The trauma of riding a rattling, lurching
monster at such a speed is an experience I
will remember for as long as I live. I staggered
to my feet and bracing myself against my
backrest, threw in 20 rounds before dropping
back into my seat again. ‘Is Arthur okay?’ I
wondered, but the glow and aroma of his ‘Old
Holborn’ indicated that he was, giving me
tremendous withdrawal symptoms.
“I managed to roll a smoke which, with
shaking hands, resembled a dope reefer. I
took 10 long drags and, through swimming
eyes, was relieved at the sight of the lights of
Andover, after which there is a stiff climb
to Battledown andWorting Junction. I
realised that Andover would mark our fastest
obtainable speed and a glance at the ‘clock’
revealed 107mph, being the fastest I had
ever travelled on rails! We dropped to 98 by
Hurstbourne and only recovered to 103 by
Oakley, before easing for the tight curves at
Battledown to arrive at Basingstoke at 23.42
hours, having accomplished 36 miles in 28

minutes start to stop! An average speed of
77.1 mph!
“Fortunately for Arthur, the Nine Elms men
must have had the same festive desires and
were waiting to relieve us at the platform.
I gave Camelot an affectionate pat, not for
the speed she had accomplished but just for
keeping her knees straight during the whole
event! As I handed over to my Nine Elms
contemporary, his face turned to astonishment
when I muttered, ‘She’s a good ‘un – did
a hundred-and-seven through Andover;
Merry Christmas!’
“When I dropped to the platform, Arthur
had vanished. Of course, he had a party to
go to. I wandered down the platform past
the train, trying to collect my thoughts and
re-establish the sequence of events which had
made this a night to remember. I don’t recall
seeing the guard; maybe he was suffering from
air-sickness!”

Tender trouble
Camelot ended its BR career in a more sedate
way at Guildford shed, working stopping
passenger trains over the Reading-Redhill
line, before withdrawal came in the week
ending June 19, 1966. Two weeks later it was
steamed again for a first trip to South Wales,
towing three condemned locomotives to the
scrapyards, then returned to Eastleigh for
storage until it was itself finally despatched
to Woodham Brothers at Barry in November
1966.
There it languished until 1974, when
enthusiast John Till, visiting the scrapyard on
his way home from a family holiday, found

Anunusual angleonNo. 73082atSheffieldPark shedonOctober20, 2015,
duringadayof test running following its 2007-2015overhaul. It initially ranwith
a73Ashedplateandminusnameplates, as it appearedwhenallocatednewto
Stewarts Lane shed forworkon theKentCoast lines in1955. JULIANHEINEMANN
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it in the ranks of rusting hulks, and realised
that here was something special and worthy of
preservation – the last ‘Standard Arthur’.
He and Alan Codd founded what was then
titled the Camelot Locomotive Society, who
set to work smartening the locomotive up with
red oxide primer and black paint, and raising
funds for its purchase.
The mid to late 1970s were not an easy time
to save a locomotive from Barry, as scrap
prices escalated steeply. In Camelot’s case, the
quotes shot up from £4500 to £8000 in 1974
alone, and the society was forced to take out
loans from members and its bank in order to
meet the £8100 purchase price, including VAT,
on January 31, 1979.
By that time, however, the group had come
up against another big hurdle. Camelot had
arrived in the yard with what is now the last
surviving example of the big 5625-gallon BR1F
tender, the highest water capacity of any of the
BR Standard tender designs. It had run with
this towards the end of its BR career, in place
of its original 4725-gallon BR1B example (for
engines allocated to the Southern Region,
which had no water troughs, these large
tenders were essential).
Unfortunately for the Camelot group, it was
a case of first come, first served with tenders
at Barry. By the time they’d raised enough
money to buy No. 73082, the BR1F tender had
already been sold to the 92212 Locomotive
Company, which was endeavouring to save the
9F 2-10-0 of that number.
There weren’t enough tenders to go round
at Barry because, at a fairly early stage in the
yard’s history, a number had been sold to
the nearby steelworks at Llanelli and Briton
Ferry, where their tanks were cut off and the
chassis used as ingot carriers. Generally, the
steelworks chose the newer tenders – which
was why so many of the BR Standards and
Bulleid Pacifics at Barry lost them.

Bluebell base
Today, building a tender from scratch is
almost considered a routine task in a Barry
restoration – but in the 1970s, not having one
was such a big problem that the Camelot group
considered abandoning the whole project.
Help was at hand, however, from the Bluebell
Railway, whose advice led the society to a
surviving Standard BR1 tender chassis at
Briton Ferry. In the nick of time – for the
works was closing down and the remaining
ingot carriers were being thrown into the blast
furnace – the chassis was purchased for about
£500 in 1978.
The society had originally considered the
Mid-Hants Railway as a restoration base, but
the Bluebell’s valuable assistance clinched its
decision to take No. 73082 to Sheffield Park.
Oddly enough, the three-figure number the
locomotive had achieved that Christmas night
in 1964 surfaced again here, for it was the
107th locomotive to leave Barry.
It departed from the yard at 3.30pm on
October 24, 1979, on the back of a low-loader
belonging to Mike Lawrence, of Burnham-
on-Sea, one of the most prolific haulage
contractors in the Barry story – although the
trailer he was using at this stage was slightly
too short to take Camelot, and the engine
could only be accommodated by removing its
front bogie to be transported separately.
The Standard Five arrived at its new home
two days later, at 8.30pm on October 26, and
was hauled off the low-loader the following
day by SECR P class 0-6-0T No. 323.

Also moved from Barry to Sheffield Park
at the same time was rebuilt Battle of Britain
4-6-2 No. 34059 Sir Archibald Sinclair;
also subsequently restored from scrapyard
condition, the Bulleid Pacific is currently
undergoing an overhaul and should join
Camelot back in Bluebell service before long.

Restoration underway
The Camelot Society volunteers got stuck
into the restoration, starting with the tender
chassis, and also removing the superheater
elements from the boiler during 1980 – the
latter highlighting the neglect to which steam
locomotives were often subjected in the 1960s,
having to be hammered and winched out
because the flue tubes were blocked with ash.
The bargain price of the tender chassis
was reflected in its condition. After years of
having heavy steel ingots unceremoniously
dropped on it, the top frame stretchers were
bent downwards, pulling the frames inwards
at the top; the latter had to be forced apart
again with jacks to return them to their
correct profile.
At around the same time, the Bluebell had
built an all-new tender tank for its ex-Barry 9F,
No. 92240, also using a chassis salvaged from
Briton Ferry.
With limited volunteer resources, the

Camelot group placed a contract for a new
tank with Shipyard Services of Brightlingsea,

choosing the BR1B design with which
No. 73082 had run for most of its career.
The tender frames were reassembled in
August 1984 and the new tender tank placed
on top on February 25 the following year.
Though it was of welded construction, dummy
rivet heads had been glued to the tank to
replicate the original appearance. However,
after a few of these fell off, it was decided to
drill holes for them and weld them from the
inside.
Attention then turned to the locomotive,
with the boiler being lifted from the frames on
November 4, 1985. By the end of the following
year, it had been re-tubed, while the firebox
received copper weld repairs to wasted rear lap
seams.
OnMarch 14, 1987, the frames were lifted off
the wheels, with the driving wheelsets being
sent to Swindon and the bogie wheels to BR
Engineering Ltd’s Ashford Works for tyre
reprofiling.
Fortunately, as a relatively early escapee
from Barry, Camelot had not been there long
enough to be excessively robbed of parts,
meaning that its cylinders remained intact
with the covers, pistons and valves in place
and relatively free of corrosion. Most of its
motion was intact, too, and the society was
fortunate enough to obtain a connecting rod
and a full set of coupling rods. The other
connecting rod was made new by a London

“As a small group with only approximately 140 members,
we’ve found fundraising a challenge in recent years.”

Above:CamelotnearGuildford
on July1, 1966, towing fellow
StandardFiveNo. 73170and
twoMaunsell 2-6-0s,N class
No. 31408andUclassNo. 31639,
on their final journey to the
scrapyardsof SouthWales.
J.A.M. VAUGHAN

Left:Membersof the73082
Camelot LocomotiveSociety
with the5MT justbefore its
departure fromBarry scrapyard
onOctober24, 1979. Left to
right areMikeGilchrist,Martin
Boddy,PeterGibbs, JonAlder,
MikeGorboldandPeter Lyons.
All are stillmembers and,
apart fromMikeGorbold, are
on thegroup’sCommitteeof
Management.
STEPHENDESMOND



Camelotmasqueradesas fellow ‘Standard
Arthur’No. 73087LinetteonSheffieldPark
shedduring theBluebell’sGiantsof Steam
galaonOctober12, 2019. The realLinettewas
withdrawn fromGuildford shedonOctober2,
1966, and taken intoCashmore’sNewport yardon
June19 the followingyear for scrapping (www.
whatreallyhappenedtosteam.co.uk).ANDY KELLY
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firm, and a pair of return cranks and one
return crank rod by Plenty’s of Newbury.

Back in steam
Camelot started to come back together with
its frames re-wheeled on June 9, 1990, and the
boiler placed back in the frames on May 19,
1993. However, the nature of the BR Standard
designs meant there was still some way to go;
their pipework, running plates and cabs are all
attached directly to the boiler, instead of the
frames as on most locomotives. Only with the
boiler in place can all of this be reassembled;
in Camelot’s case with new cab sheeting on the
original framework.
With the final stages completed in the
Bluebell’s workshops at Sheffield Park from
March 1994 onwards, Camelot was finally
outshopped in 1995, resplendent in BR lined
black with the early emblem on the tender (the
combination of this and its name is authentic,
as it still wore the ‘cycling lion’ when named
in 1959). Remarkably, the crests and cabside
numbers were all hand-painted by Tony
Funnell, who also applied the lining.
On October 28, 1995, almost exactly 16
years to the day after it arrived at Sheffield
Park, Camelot was officially launched into
service, with its nameplate being unveiled
by Peter Smith – the society’s president
and the well-known former Branksome
engineman who fired for Donald Beale
on the Somerset & Dorset line, where the
Standard Fives performed some of their most
outstanding work.
Twenty-one years since the plan was first
mooted, and with the restoration having cost
an estimated £150,000, including the value
of the volunteer labour, the dream of seeing
a ‘Standard Arthur’ back in steam had been
realised.

Two more overhauls
For the next decade, Camelot settled down to
become a regular and popular performer on
the Bluebell, including taking part in Somerset
& Dorset recreations in the guise of scrapped
‘Standard Arthur’ No. 73087 Linette (Camelot
itself is known to have worked over the
Bournemouth to Bath line at least once).
Withdrawn on the expiry of its 10-year boiler
certificate in 2005, it underwent a further
overhaul between 2007 and 2015. Three
years later, it briefly returned to the national
network – albeit towed by a West Coast
Railways Class 37 diesel – to visit the West
Somerset Railway’s gala of October 2018.
“We have thought about going main line,”
said society chairman Peter Gibbs, “but we
don’t have the resources in either financial or
engineering terms, so we have recognised our
limitations and not pursued that option.
“Seeing Camelot running on the main line
(in steam) behind a diesel on its way to the
West Somerset was the next best thing!”
During 2021, however, Camelot has been
back in the works again for an intermediate
overhaul, which was prompted by problems
with the firebox foundation ring but included
further work to gain a fresh boiler certificate.
“A lot more work has been done beyond the
boiler repair,” added Peter. “It makes sense to
deal with any other issues so that reliability is
good when starting the new 10-year ticket!”
Such is the unplanned expense that all steam
locomotives can throw at their owners – and
now the society needs your support to, as
it puts it, “keep Camelot steaming into the
future”.

From the outset, the group has raised funds
through its sales stand but has been unable
to do so during the pandemic, just when it
needed it most.
Since Camelot was restored, the society
has contributed to the costs of keeping
it running, and in the case of this latest
overhaul, stumped up £35,000 towards the
cost of contract work and materials. It has
always endeavoured to spend money in house
at the Bluebell – during the first restoration,
the boiler and cylinder cladding was
contracted out to the Maunsell Locomotive
Society, for instance – and it will also be
paying for the recent £2500 restoration of its
Southern Railway-design CCT van No. S2531
by volunteers in the line’s Carriage & Wagon
Department at Horsted Keynes.
Julian Heinemann, a volunteer since 1980,
editor of the society’s magazine Footplate,
and a member of its management committee,
said: “We had our first sales stand since
March 2020 at the Bluebell Model Railway
Weekend. That form of income is now much
reduced compared to when we were restoring
Camelot between 1979 and 1995.”

Donations welcomed
As reported in the previous issue, the society
has launched an appeal in the hope of
replenishing the funds depleted by the latest
overhaul – although no target figure has

been set. Julian explained: “As a small group
with only approximately 140 members, we’ve
found fundraising a challenge in recent years.
“If we even get close to replacing the
£35,000, that would be fantastic. Small loco
groups don’t have the clout or impact that the
railways have to raise large sums of money.”
Nonetheless, in a preservation world where
more and more locomotives are passing
into the hands of larger railways or wealthy
individuals, for such a small group to still be
running an engine nearly 50 years after first
setting out to rescue it from Barry – and to
have seen it through the initial restoration
and two subsequent overhauls – is notable.
In that regard, the 73082 Camelot
Locomotive Society is rather like its engine.
Some might see the 5MT as ‘just another BR
Standard’, especially among its more exotic
Southern and pre-Grouping stablemates at
the Bluebell, yet it too has achieved some
notable things and is now as important a
piece of Southern Region history as any of
those fellow Sheffield Park residents.
To help ensure that there is still a ‘Standard
Arthur’ to ‘cop’ in steam at the Bluebell for
many years to come, cheques payable to
‘73082 Camelot Locomotive Society’ can
be sent to: The Treasurer, 73082 Camelot
Locomotive Society, ‘Oakhurst’ Blackheath
Road, Wenhaston, Suffolk IP19 9HD, or visit
www.73082-camelot.com for details.

“I realised that Andover would mark our fastest obtainable
speed and a glance at the ‘clock’ revealed 107mph, being
the fastest I had ever travelled on rails!”

Above:CamelotatSheffieldParkonOctober
27, 1979, thedayafter its arrival at theBluebell
Railway.Oneither sideof it are twomore
Riddles locomotives that the linehadalready
rescued fromBarry scrapyard theprevious
year –9FNo. 92240and4MT2-6-4TNo. 80100
–while just visiblebehindNo. 73082 is SECR
Pclass 0-6-0TNo. 323,whichhadhauled it
off the low-loader.Note thatCamelot’s front
bogiehad tobe removed for it to fit onto the
road trailer.PETER GIBBS

Left:Camelot taking shape inside the
Bluebell Railway’s SheffieldParkworksas its
restorationwasnearing completion inMarch
1994. PETER GIBBS



LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 44871by the shoreof Loch
Eiltwith the ‘Jacobite’ on June21.

JONNYGOURLAY
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SteamDreams prepares for
Christmaswith Santa trains
ByCedricJohns

SUNDAY,October3marks theend ofa
seriesof tripsdownsouthwithJubilee
4-6-0No.45596Bahamas,which is
bookedtotakea‘CathedralsExpress’
outofEalingBroadwaybefore joining
theEastCoastMainLine fora fast runup
toYork.

Calling at Finsbury Park, Potters
Bar, Stevenage, St Neots and
Peterborough, the train provides a
one-way ticket for the 4-6-0 which
heads onwards after York to the
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway,
where it will spend the winter months
in readiness for hopefully another visit
to Southern metals.

While the Jubilee was booked by
Steam Dreams, the 4-6-0 recently
returned the‘Welsh Dragon’ in harness
withMayflower from Crewe following
a visit to North Wales on September
4-8.

On September 28 to October 1, the
Jubilee and B1 No. 61306Mayflower
were due to pair up in a unique
double-header down the Berks &
Hants Line to Penzance via Exeter, the
South Devon banks and Plymouth for
another of Steam Dreams’four-day
holiday breaks.

Christmasmarkets
Withdarkereveningsapproaching,
SteamDreams’energiesarenowfocusing
on traditionalChristmasmarket trips
whichthis yearcommenceonNovember
18withanexcursionfromKing’sCross to
York for theStNicholasFair.

On November 30, starting
from London Victoria, Bath is the
destination. Then, on December
5, it’s back to King’s Cross for a trip
to Lincoln.

Finally, on December 9, the starting
point is Southend East, where the
train will be diesel-hauled to West

London, when steam takes over for a
visit to Oxford.

All four of these trains are
booked for haulage by A1 Pacific
No. 60163 Tornado.

But that’s not the end to pre-
Christmas traffic. In a new innovation
by Steam Dreams, the planned three
‘Santa Steam Express’trains are
aimed at the younger generation
with parents. Three departures are
scheduled to leave Victoria – at
9.20am, 12.0pm and 2.15pm.

The Christmas specials have taken
lots of planning and preparation,
said Steam Dreams supremo David
Buck, and are designed to give
both children and parents a new
experience, operating around London
on a circular route.

On the same days, ‘Christmas Steam
Express’departures will be offering an
evening’s dining. The diners are timed
to leave Victoria at 6.45pm and, after

following a‘bridges’route around the
capital, will return at approximately
9.40pm.

Motive power will be provided
byMayflower.

Future plans
Summinguptheyear todate,David
said that theWindsor trainswerewell
belowlastyear’spassenger figures
simplybecauseofa lackof tourists
understandablyavoidingtheriskof
being affectedbythecoronavirus,or
becauseof theeffectontheairline
industry.

Nevertheless the evening dining
trains over the Surrey Hills route
proved to be very popular.

However, he remains optimistic
about next year when life becomes
closer to normality and to that extent
has decided to extend the Windsor
shuttle trains by running from May
until early September.

SecondHSTpower car enterspreservationatCreweHeritageCentre
LEASINGcompanyPorterbrookhasdonatedaHigh
SpeedTrainpowercar toCreweHeritageCentre.
No. 43081 is the secondClass 43 tobe

preservedat the venue. It hadbeen in service

with EastMidlandsRailway/EastMidlandsTrains.
Outshopped inMarch1978,No. 43081was the
8000th locomotive tobebuilt at CreweWorks. Its
arrival at the centre onSeptember 13 coincided

with the45th anniversary of theofficial launchof
theHighSpeedTrains.
SisterNo. 43018, also at Crewe, is being restored

to Intercity 125 yellowandblue livery.

LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 45212passes FortWilliamJunctionwith the firstWestCoastRailways ‘Jacobite’ serviceof theday toMallaigon August31.MATTHEWDITCH
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A1PacificNo. 60163Tornadoheadsacross theRiverDonatAttercliffe, Sheffield,withTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s ‘JorvikExpress’ fromLiverpool LimeStreet to
YorkandbackonSeptember16.ALANWEAVER

PrincessElizabeth’s boiler stripped
for examination following failure
ByCedricJohns

ASreported lastmonth,LMSStanier
4-6-2No.6201PrincessElizabeth
hadbeenfailedonJuly23‘with
awater leak’prior to itsnext-day
outingwiththe‘NorthernBelle’over
theSettleandCarlisle line, theduty
beingtakenoverat shortnotice
byTornado.
As 6201Princess Elizabeth

Society Limited chairmanClive
Mojonnier said at the time:“Until I
see theboiler inspector’s report, I
will not speculate about the cause
of theproblem.”

Throatplate problem
Bringingmatters up todate, the
gist of the inspector’s report said:
“Theboiler fitted toNo. 6201
has recently beenwithdrawn
fromservicedue to a leakage
in the central stayedareaof the
throatplate. Anon-destructive
testinghasbeen carriedout.
“It is advised that that theboiler

shouldbe subjected to tests and
examinationsbefore it is returned
to service. It is alsonoted that

theboiler is approaching its
10-year survey.”
The report said that all external

coverings andattachments should
be removedandanexternal visual
examinationmade. At this time,
the extent of non-destructive tests
will be started.

Tubeplate examination
All boiler fittings andattachments
shouldbepresented for
examination
The superheater header

should be removed to enable
examination of the top of the front
tubeplate to bemade.
Aswe closed for press, the

process of examinations is ongoing
anda final report of findings
will be issuedbefore remedial
work commences.
Once this stagehasbeen

completed, a programmeofwork
will bedrawnup.
The situation is a setback for the

society,whosemembers hadbeen
looking forward to anextended
runworking the‘NorthernBelle’
during September andOctober.

UK Railtours buoyant after
lockdown restrictions lift
ByCedric Johns

UK Railtours’Elizabeth Morris, who has
taken up the reins that her late father
John Farrow held so successfully for
many years, said the business is back to
something like its old self.

Admitting that times had been
difficult, Elizabeth told how she was
pleased with the manner in which
business was getting back towards
the norm.

“Once we get through the
remainder of this year, 2022 should
put us in a position to run excursions
during the bulk of the new season,”
she said.

One big disappointment was
when the ‘Merchant of Norfolk’,
featuring Bulleid Merchant Navy
Pacific No. 35028 Clan Line’s first visit
to Norwich on August 28, had to be
cancelled because train operator DB
Cargo was unable to supply a crew.

Looking forward, October 16
sees ‘The Cotswold Lion’heading
for Worcester. The trip starts
from Peterborough and stops at
Huntingdon, Stevenage, Welwyn
Garden City, Potters Bar and Finsbury
Park.

On October 23, ‘The Yellow
Submarine’departs Euston for
Liverpool, picking up at Watford
Junction, Milton Keynes and Rugby.

Starting from the Midlands in
Derby on October 30, ‘Doctor Syn’
runs down over freight-only lines to
Dungeness, calling at East Midlands
Parkway, Leicester, Kettering, Bedford
and St Albans before making its way
to the coast.
Clan Line is back in the frame on

November 6, working the ‘Hampshire
Pullman’on a circular tour from
London Victoria, running via
Basingstoke, Salisbury, Laverstock,
Southampton, Eastleigh Basingstoke
and thence back to London.

Elizabeth said the Christmas season
begins with a visit to Blackpool on
November 27. Departing Euston, the
trip stops at Watford Junction, Milton
Keynes, Northampton and Rugby en
route to the illuminations.

Yet to be confirmed, a trip to
Chester Christmas market is on the
cards on December 11. The ‘Beverley
Christmas Carol’ leaves King’s Cross
on December 18 for Yorkshire,
picking up at Potters Bar, Stevenage
and Peterborough.



LocomotiveServices LimitedMidlandPullmanClass 43power carsNos. 43046and43055headwestpastCorytonCoveon
theDawlish seawallwhileworking theDown6.36amPeterborough toKingswear ‘MidlandDevonianPullman’ railtouron
August30. THOMASMILLS
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RTC running short of
steam for Dorset tours
ByCedricJohns

TWO well-filledtrains–theRailway
TouringCompany’s‘DorsetCoastExpress,
and‘SwanageBelle’duetorunon
September2and9respectively–were
both cancelledbecauseofa lack of
locomotivesavailable toworkthem.

In desperate last-moment attempts
to save the day, RTC even appealed to
Swanage for the use of U class 2-6-0
No. 31806 but to no avail.

However, it was understood that
RTC is interested in using No. 31806
next year.

The Swanage Railway plans to
operate three Bulleids next season,
which could release the 2-6-0 to main
line tour promoters.

In terms of RTC’s successful ‘Dorset
Coast Express,’ the trips could well
be rerouted, providing steam all the
way from London to Weymouth and
back again.

Direct route
Starting from Paddington or Bristol
Temple Meads, the‘Express’could
pick up at Bath, Bradford-on-Avon,
Trowbridge andWestbury, or even
Frome, turning off the main line at Castle
Cary forYeovil.

On arrival at Pen Mill, the steam
locomotive would uncouple and
make for the Yeovil Railway Centre’s
yard for turning and servicing
while the train went forward with a
supporting diesel to Weymouth.

Yeovil said it can turn engines
around in an hour, meaning that
steam would be ready to run tender
first to Weymouth well in time for
the train’s departure back to its
starting point.

By taking the direct route via
Southampton, Eastleigh and

Jubilee4-6-0No. 45690 Leandermakesa secondappearanceon theRailway
TouringCompany’s ‘TheRoyalDuchy’ onSunday, September12. Leander is seen
passingWilland, acceleratingaway fromabookedpathing stop inTiverton loop.
Assisting the tourwasWestCoastRailways’ Class 47/7No. 47746 that initially
worked theoutingas far asTaunton, afterwhich it continued light engineon to
Plymouthaheadof the Jubilee. STEPHENGINN

MaunsellU for
main linehire
HADnot theSwanageRailway
enjoyedatremendously
successfulAugust–morethan
10,000visitors turnedupover the
bankholidayweekendalone–
Uclass2-6-0No.31806could
havestepped intoworkthe
RailwayTouringCompany’s
‘DorsetCoastExpress’and
‘SwanageBelle’onAugust2and9
respectively (seeseparatestory).
However, JamesCox, Swanage

locomotive carriage and
wagon superintendent, said
that because the railwaywas
sobusy throughoutAugust, all
three serviceable engineswere
needed to copewith traffic.
However, hedid voice the

thought that if thedemand is
there forNo. 31806next year
therewouldbeno reasonwhy
the engine shouldnot spend
a spell basedat Southall,
ready towork trains over the
former SouthernRegion routes
–withdestinations such as
Portsmouth, Bournemouth,
Poole andWeymouth inmind.
The2-6-0 couldbemade

available because, as he said,
next yearwill see threeBulleids
in actionout of Swanage.The
4-6-2swill be represented
byManston,257Squadron
and Eddystone.
Should this happen, the 2-6-0

wouldprovide a snapshot of
theolddayswhenKingArthurs,
S15s andT9s ran along the
Dorset coast.
If the enginewas turnedat

Yeovil Junction it couldwork
trains back to Londondirect
via Eastleigh andWinchester,
thus avoiding reversal at
Southamptonandheading
homebywayof Romsey,
Laverstock andAndover.

Winchester instead of Romsey and
Laverstock, such a train would either
allow passengers more time by the
sea or an earlier arrival at the end of
its journey.

Meanwhile, RTC’s ‘Tin Bath’departs
Preston on October 24 – probably
behind a‘Black Five’– for Sheffield,
calling at Wigan North Western
and Manchester Victoria before the
challenge of the 1-in 47 Miles Platting
bank. On October 30, the‘Stratford
Flyer’starts from Manchester for a trip
to Stratford-upon-Avon. Hauled by A3
Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman, the
‘Flyer’stops at Stockport, Wilmslow
and Crewe, and then runs south down
the West Coast Main Line.

November 13 sees the first of two
‘Cheshireman’outings to Chester. The

first unusually starts out from Bristol,
hauled by Peppercorn A1 Pacific
No. 60163 Tornado and running via the
Severn Tunnel and Maindee Junction,
picking up at Cwmbran, Abergavenny
and Shrewsbury.

The second trip, on November
20, departs Euston with Black
Five No. 44871 on the front end.
Passenger stops are scheduled at
Watford Junction, Milton Keynes,
Northampton and Rugby.

November 23 heralds the first of
RTC’s Christmas market trains.

Starting from London Victoria, it
is booked for LMS Pacific No. 6233
Duchess of Sutherland, calling at
Staines, Ascot, Reading, Didcot and
Gloucester, and then optionally, on
to Cardiff.
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Modifications to Duke’s front end

The right-handcylinderofNo. 71000Dukeof
Gloucester,showing thenewbracket incorporated
into the rear cover casting to support thebottom
slidebar (the topone is already inplace).
BR CLASS 8 STEAM LOCOMOTIVE TRUST

LMS4-6-0No. 46115ScotsGuardsman runsbesideSeascalebeachafter awater stopat Sellafieldwhilehauling theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘CumbrianCoast Express’
fromEuston toCarlisle andbackviaWhitehaven toCarnforthonSeptember 18. The trainwas steam-hauled fromCarnforth toCarlisle and return. SAMYEELES

UNIQUE BR8P4-6-2No.71000DukeofGloucester is
receivingmodifications to its frontendto improve its
reliabilityandease maintenance.

As part of the Riddles Pacific’s overhaul to main
line standard at Tyseley Locomotive Works, the
design of its pistons, slidebar mountings and
lubrication system have all been altered to tackle
design flaws – which meant that theDuke and other
Standards suffered from heavy piston ring wear.

In common with all of the larger BR Standard
classes, except for the Caprotti-geared 5MT 4-6-0s,
No. 71000’s slidebars were affixed only to brackets
from the frames instead of being attached to the
rear cylinder covers – meaning that any flexing
between the cylinders and slidebars would increase
the piston ring wear.

TheDuke’s slidebars will now also be attached to
a bracket incorporated in the rear cylinder cover
casting, which will provide better support for the
crosshead and pistons.

The main cause of the heavy wear, however,
was the lubrication system; Cowlairs Works found
that the Caprotti-geared 5MTs, with their slidebars
fixed to the cylinders, suffered only 10% to 15%
less piston ring wear than their classmates with
Walschaerts valve gear.

The main weakness in the BR Standard lubrication
system was that it fed oil only to one end of the
cylinder; on theDuke, it will be modified to reflect
the LMS design, which delivered oil to both ends.

In addition, No. 71000’s piston heads will now be
separate cast iron fittings, instead of the piston head
and rod being a one-piece steel forging as on the
original design. This will make replacement of the
heads easier, by removing the front cylinder covers
and drawing the pistons through the cylinder.

“As the originals wore, you had to build them up
with weld,”explained Trevor Tuckley, chairman of
the locomotive’s custodians, the BR Class 8 Steam
Locomotive Trust. “But in that environment, that’s
the worst thing you can do, because weld is very
hard and if it starts to break up, it scores the cylinder.”

They will also have three piston rings instead
of the original two – this time copying the rebuilt
Bulleid Pacifics. “They didn’t suffer from anything
like the same degree of wear that theDuke did,”
explained Trevor,“and we think that was for two
reasons – firstly, they’ve got a shorter piston stroke,
but also because they’ve got three rings.”

Trevor concluded:“These are all the modifications
that we believe Riddles would have done if
he hadn’t been told‘forget steam, we’re going
for diesel’.”

Trust volunteers have also fitted a kitchen to their
newly-acquired support coach, BR Mk.1 Brake First
Corridor No. W17015, and cleaned the paint from
its roof in preparation for its imminent move to
Rampart Engineering at Barrow Hill for overhaul.

The trust’s appeal to overhaul the coach is just
over 60% of the way to its £40,000 target, while
80% of theDuke’s superheater flue tubes and 56%
of its small tubes have been sponsored. To support
any of these appeals, visit www.theduke.uk.com or
write to: The Duke, BR Class 8 Steam Locomotive
Trust, Aurora House, Deltic Avenue, Rooksley, Milton
Keynes MK13 8LW.

ByCedric Johns

VINTAGETrains is to recreate the time
whensteambankingup the1-in37Lickey
gradient, including the‘PinesExpress’,wasan
everydayevent.
OnNovember 20, theTyseley-based tour

operator is planning to run ntwo trains
‘up the hill’ fromBromsgrove, usingGWR
4-6-0 No. 7029 ClunCastleand LMS Princess
Coronation Pacific No. 6233Duchess of
Sutherland following, supported by 0-6-0PT
No. 9466.
Amorning train sets off fromTyseley,

calling at BirminghamSnowHill for
Bromsgrove, behind the Castle, followed
by an afternoon departurewith No. 6233.
Undoubtedly both trains and the linesides
will be packed for the occasion.
OnOctober 30, whenNo. 6233 first returns

to traffic following recent repairs by its
owning groupwhich caused it tomiss the
SevernValley Railway's autumn steamgala,
will be back towork‘TheMidland Bristolian’
fromDerby, Burton-on-Trent, TamworthHigh
Level and Coleshill Parkway. The first legwill
be hauled by Class 47No. 47541 TheQueen
Mother , Sutherland joining at Dorridge for a
diesel-assisted attack on the Lickey.
November 13 sees No. 6233 heading the

VintageTrains‘WelshMarches Express’, which
starts fromTyseley, picking up at SnowHill,
then proceeding viaWorcester, Gloucester
andMaindee Junction toHereford.
VintageTrains ran six successful

‘Shakespeare Express’trips to Stratford-upon-
Avon betweenAugust 1 and September 5
behindNo. 7029 and alternatively double-
headed Class 20s.

VintageTrains to run
twoLickeybankers
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Just the two
SaphosTrains
forDecember
ByCedric Johns

FOLLOWINGwhatwasabusy
summerof railtours, Saphos
Trainshas surprisingly reduced
itsmain lineactivities to
just twopre-Christmas trips
duringDecember.
Derbyshire’s Chatsworth

House, dressed for the
festivities, is the big attraction
onDecember 8when the
‘Chatsworth Christmas
Sparkle Express’departs
from Lancaster, the train
making calls at Preston,Wigan
NorthWestern,Warrington
BankQuay, Hartford, Crewe,
Stafford, LichfieldTrentValley
and Chesterfield.
On arrival, passengerswill

be conveyed to the big house
by road.
OnDecember 18, the‘Pennine

Moors Christmas Cracker’
starts fromRugby and calls at
Coventry, Henley-in-Arden,
Birmingham International
and Crewe for a circular
luncheon tour.
Motive power is not detailed

butwith No. 70000 Britannia,
No. 5029NunneyCastle and
No. 60532Blue Peter still in
theworkshops the choice on
the daywill be shared by LMS
4-6-0 No. 46100Royal Scot,
West Country 4-6-2 No. 34046
Braunton and possibly‘Black
Five’4-6-0 No. 45231 The
Sherwood Forester.

Pullman tours
A4No. 60007SirNigelGresley
andBluePeterare illustrated in
thepromoter’s sales literature.
Turning to diesel-electric

power, theMidland Pullman
continues to attract customers
keen to experience the high life.
Over October 23-25, the‘West

Highland Pullman’provides a
break in theHighlands based
on FortWilliam.
DepartingTilehurst, the

‘Pullman’picks up at stations
betweenDidcot and Kemble,
Cheltenhamand Kidderminster.
In a similar vein, the‘Royal

Highland Pullman’visits the
CairngormsNational Park after
departing from London St
Pancras onOctober 30.
OnNovember 6‘TheWhitby

Jet’ leaves Barrow-in-Furness
for the coast and a second
‘Jet’departs Finsbury Park on
November 12.
The‘Settle & Carlisle Pullman

runs fromDundee to Edinburgh
andYork onDecember 4.

Western Champion’s engine fails on test run
WRblue-liveriedClass52D1015
WesternChampionwas failedwith
bya seizedMaybachengineduring
a test runbetweenKidderminster
andBristol.
Due tomake its comeback

after a lengthyoverhaulworking
PathfinderTours’‘Champion
Torbay Express’fromEastleigh to
Torquay, PaigntonandKingswear
onSeptember 25, PeterWatts
insteadhired theClass 50

Alliance’sNos. 50007Hercules and
50049Defiance.
In thebuild-up to the festive

season, Pathfinderwill be visiting
York andHarrogateonNovember
20.The‘Northern Star’, hauled
by aDBCargoClass 67, departs
Salisbury forWarminster,Westbury,
Trowbridge, Chippenham, Swindon,
Oxford, Banbury and lastly
LeamingtonSpa.
Apair of Class 50swill beused

tohaul‘TheChristmasWhite Rose
Express’to seasonalmarkets and
attractions inYork, Durhamand
Newcastle onDecember 4.The
tourwill start fromCardiff Central
andpicks upatNewport, Bristol
Parkway, Cam&Dursley, Gloucester,
CheltenhamSpa,Worcestershire
Parkway, Bromsgrove and
BirminghamNewStreet. AGBRf
Class 66will haul the train from
Cardiff toGloucester andback.

ByTobyJennings

WORK hascommencedonanoverhaul
of theoldestsurvivingWestCountry
4-6-2,No.34007Wadebridge, at theMid-
HantsRailway–withtheultimateaimof
main lineoperation.

The air-smoothed Bulleid Pacific,
turned out from Brighton Works in
August 1945, is being dismantled at
Ropley for a full assessment.

Its boiler has been stripped of its
tubes and superheater flues, with
initial indications being that it is in
good condition, and a schedule of
work is now being drawn up.

Its bogie has also gone on loan
to rebuilt West Country No. 34028
Eddystone at the Swanage Railway
while a crack in the latter engine’s
own bogie frame is repaired (see
separate story).
Wadebridge last steamed at the

Watercress Line when its previous
boiler certificate expired in 2016, but
has not run on the national network
since it was withdrawn from BR service
at Salisbury shed in October 1965.

It was rescued from Barry scrapyard
by Wadebridge (34007) Locomotive
Ltd in 1981 and initially went to the
Plym Valley Railway, but its restoration
was completed at the Bodmin &
Wenford Railway in 2006. It moved
to the MHR the following year and
has remained a resident since, with
the MHR Preservation Society now
joint owners of the locomotive with
Wadebridge (34007) Locomotive Ltd.

This overhaul is taking place
thanks to a generous donation from
Swiss-based Bulleid enthusiast Alex
Choremi, who also helped to fund
the last overhaul of Battle of Britain
No. 34081 92 Squadron at the Nene
Valley Railway.

This donation means that most
of the funding is in place for
Wadebridge’soverhaul. It is anticipated
that it could be back in steam in
approximately three to four years,
although Wadebridge (34007)
Locomotive Ltd may need to appeal
for further donations – particularly
towards the electronic equipment
(Train Protection & Warning System,

On-Train Monitoring Recorder
and a Global System for Mobile
Communications – Railway radio)
needed for main line operation.

Swanage suspended
Atthesametime,however, theoverhaul
of the youngest surviving Bulleid
LightPacific–WestCountryNo.34105
Swanage–hasbeenplacedon hold at
theMHR. It isunderstoodthat,although
theMHRPSalsoownsasignificant
share in this locomotive–estimatedat
25%–work isunderwaytotraceall the
othershareholders.

The events of last year forced the
railway to re-evaluate all its overhaul
work. With Swanage needing a
replacement middle cylinder – for
which the pattern is already in store at
Ropley – the Watercress Line does not
wish to continue with the overhaul
until the owners have been consulted.

Its frames have been rewheeled,
with new air-smoothed casing fitted,
and the overhaul of its boiler was well
underway. It last steamed at the MHR
in 1997.

Work starts to overhaul
Wadebridge formain line

WestCountry4-6-2No. 34007Wadebridge storms roundWanderersCurve,betweenRopleyandMedstead,witha charter
freightonNovember13, 2011. TOBY JENNINGS

MAIN LINE NEWS
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October
1 ‘Mayflower to Devon and Cornwall’
Penzance, Paddington. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 45596 Bahamas and No.
61306Mayflower. SD
2 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Newcastle, Durham, Darlington, York,
Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled Carnforth,
Carlisle, Settle, Hellifield.
Loco: TBA. NB
2 ‘The Easterling’ (CANCELLED)
King’s Cross, Norwich, Lowestoft & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
2 ‘Plockton and Kyle of Lochalsh’
Dunbar, Kyle of Lochalsh and return.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
2 ‘The Derbyshire Rose’
King’s Cross, Chesterfield & return with
coach trip from Alfreton to Crich Tramway
Museum. Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. UKRT
2 ‘The Return to Steam 50th
Anniversary Special’
Tyseley, Hereford, Swindon, Didcot,
Tyseley. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
3 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Ealing Broadway, York & return. Steam-
hauled Ealing, York.
Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. SD
4 ‘Settle Carlisle & Cumbrian Coast
Pullman’
Hull, Settle, Carlisle, Ravenglass, Hull.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA.WCR
6 ‘Historic Bath by Steam’
London Victoria, Bath, Bristol & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL
6 ‘The Great Western Envoy’
Bridgnorth, Bath, Bristol & return. Steam-

hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
7 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Coventry, Birmingham, Wolverhampton,
Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled Carnforth,
Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: TBA.NB
9 ‘The Cumbrian Mountain Express’
Euston, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line, No.
45690 Leander,No. 45699 Galatea or No.
46115 Scots Guardsman. RTC
9 ‘Welsh Marches Express’
(POSTPONED - No. 6233 unavailable)
Tyseley, Hereford & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. VT
9 ‘Fort William & Glenfinnan’
Dunfermline, Glenfinnan and return.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
16 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Crewe, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: TBA.NB
16 ‘The Yorkshireman’
Ealing Broadway, York & return. Steam-
hauled Ealing, York.
Loco: TBA. RTC
16 ‘The Cotswold Lion’
Peterborough, Finsbury Park, Worcester
& return with coach trip from Evesham
to Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. UKRT
19 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Hull, York, Leeds, Doncaster, Carlisle &
return. Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle,
Settle, Hellifield.
Loco: TBA.NB
20 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Tamworth, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled

Preston, Carlisle & return.
Locos: No. 60163 Tornado (Preston-
Carlisle) and No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(Carlisle-Preston). A1SLT
21 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Carlisle &
return. Steam-hauled Preston, Carlisle &
return.
Locos: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(Preston-Carlisle) and No. 60163 Tornado
(Carlisle-Preston). A1SLT
23 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Liverpool, Manchester, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle,
Preston.
Loco: TBA.NB
24 ‘The Tin Bath’
Preston, Sheffield & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line, No.
45690 Leander,No. 45699 Galatea or No.
46115 Scots Guardsman. RTC
27 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Middlesbrough, York, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Middlesbrough, Carlisle,
York.
Locos: No. 60163 Tornado
(Middlesbrough-Carlisle) and
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman (Carlisle-
York). A1SLT
28 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Peterborough, York, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled York, Carlisle & return.
Locos: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(York-Carlisle) and No. 60163 Tornado
(Carlisle-York). A1SLT
29 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by
Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL
30 ‘The Stratford Flyer’

Manchester, Stratford-upon-Avon &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC
30 ‘Skipton & Keighley for the Worth
Valley’
Linlithgow, Edinburgh, Skipton, Keighley,
Bradford & return. Diesel-hauled
throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
30 ‘The Midland Bristolian’
Derby, Tyseley, Bristol & return. Steam-
hauled Dorridge, Bristol, Derby.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. VT

November
5 ‘Blackpool for the Illuminations’
Dunfermline, Blackpool & return. Diesel-
hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
6 ‘The Hampshire Pullman’
London Victoria, Andover, Southampton,
Victoria. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line.UKRT
13 ‘The Cheshireman’
Bristol, Chester & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
18 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
King’s Cross, York & return. Steam-hauled
King’s Cross, Doncaster & return.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
20 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
20 ‘The Cheshireman’
Euston, Chester & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
20 ‘The Lickey Banker’
Tyseley, Worcester & return (am and pm).
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
(am), No. 7029 Clun Castle (pm) and No.
9466 (banker Bromsgrove-Blackwell). VT
23 ‘The Gloucester Christmas Market
& Cardiff’
London Victoria, Gloucester, Cardiff &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. RTC
25 ‘The Christmas Sussex Belle’
London Victoria, Eastbourne, Hastings,
Victoria. Steam-hauled Victoria-
Eastbourne and Hastings-Victoria.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
27 ‘The York Yuletide Express’
Ealing Broadway, Bedford, Kettering,
Melton Mowbray, York & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado (Ealing-York)
and No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
(York-Ealing). RTC
30 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
London Victoria, Bath & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD

December
2 ‘Christmas Lunch by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
2 ‘The Worcester Christmas Fayre’
Norwich, Worcester & return. Steam-
hauled Norwich, Worcester, Peterborough.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

Semaphore signals still givea steam-era look toBlackfordasPeppercornA1PacificNo. 60163Tornadopasseswith the
northbound ‘Aberdonian’ onAugust21.DAVECOLLIER
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4 ‘The York Yuletide Express’
Liverpool, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line, No.
45690 Leander,No. 45699Galateaor No.
46115 Scots Guardsman. RTC
4 ‘The Lincoln Christmas Express’
King’s Cross, Lincoln & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
5 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
King’s Cross, Lincoln & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
5 ‘Melton Mowbray Christmas Fayre’
Tyseley, Coleshill Parkway, Nuneaton,
Melton Mowbray & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
and No. 7029 Clun Castle (top and tail). VT
5 ‘Harringworth Viaduct Lunchtime
Shuttle’
Melton Mowbray, Corby & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Locos: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
and No. 7029 Clun Castle (top and tail). VT
7 ‘The Bath and Bristol Christmas
Express’
London Victoria, Salisbury, Bath, Bristol &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
8 ‘Chatsworth Christmas Sparkle
Express’
Carnforth, Lancaster, Preston, Crewe,

Chesterfield & return. Steam-hauled
Crewe, Chesterfield & return.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
9 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Southend East, Oxford & return. Steam-
hauled Southend East, Oxford, West
London.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SD
11 ‘Christmas Lunch by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
11 ‘The Birmingham and Shrewsbury
Christmas Express’
Paddington, Birmingham, Shrewsbury &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 44871. RTC
11 ‘The Edinburgh Christmas Market’
York, Edinburgh & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
11 ‘The Merchant Venturer’
Solihull, Leamington Spa, Bath, Bristol &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
15 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
Llandudno Junction, Manchester, York &
return. Steam-hauled Crewe, York & return.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
16 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
Cambridge, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
17 ‘Steam Special - Christmas Lunch’
Departing from London Victoria. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: ‘Black Five’ (TBC).NB
18 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
King’s Cross, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 60163 Tornado (King’s Cross-
York) and No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland
(York-King’s Cross). RTC
18 ‘Pennine Moors Christmas Cracker’
Rugby, Birmingham, Wolverhampton,
Crewe, Blackburn, Burnley, Copy Pit,
Manchester, Crewe. Steam-hauled from
Crewe.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
18 ‘The Christmas White Rose’
Tyseley, York & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
21 ‘Steam Special - Christmas Lunch’
Huddersfield, Manchester Victoria. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: ‘Black Five’ (TBC).NB

Regular Steam
Daily until October 29
‘The Jacobite’
Fort William, Mallaig & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Locos: Nos. 44871 or 45407. WCR

The information in this listwas correct at
the timeofgoing topress.Westrongly
adviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular
tripwith thepromoter concerned.

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 0772 222

NB Northern Belle
01270 895989

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

SRPS Scottish Railway
Preservation Society
0131 202 1033

SR Statesman Rail
0345 310 2458

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

Tour promoters

LMSJubileeNo. 45699Galatea, takingon the identityof sisterNo. 45627SierraLeone (whichwaswithdrawn in1966andscrapped), leavesSheffieldwith theRailway
TouringCompany’s ‘TheCoast toCoast Express’ fromLiverpool toScarboroughand returnonSaturday, September11.ALANWEAVER

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 67
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AUTUMN GALA RETURNS

PITCHFORDHALL PITCHES IN
TO BOOST SEVERN VALLEY AUTUMN GALA
Making a welcome return after an absence of two years was the Severn Valley Railway’s
first major gala since Covid-19 struck, reports John Titlow. The September 16-19 autumn
steam gala featured last-minute guest GWR 4-6-0 No. 4953 Pitchford Hall.

The last Severn Valley Railway autumn
gala was held in September 2019, when
the visiting locomotives were Southern

Railway duo Q 0-6-0 No. 30541 from the
Bluebell and West Country 4-6-2 No. 34092
City of Wells from the East Lancashire
Railway.
In April, the railway had a ‘Spring Steam
Up’, with the successful visit of new-build
GWR Saint 4-6-0 No. 2999 Lady of Legend
from Didcot Railway Centre.
LMS 4-6-2 No. 6233 Duchess of Sutherland
had been booked to headline this September’s
event but was pulled out due to mechanical
problems, causing difficulties for the
organisers at very short notice by not having a
named guest locomotive.
The Epping Ongar Railway stepped into
the breach by loaning 1929-built GWR 4-6-0
No. 4953 Pitchford Hall, resplendent in its BR
lined black livery.

First full-line runs
Credit must go to the SVR and the EOR
for arranging this suitable replacement at
such short notice, let alone organising its
transportation by React Plant from Essex,
which returned with Class 14 0-6-0DH D9551
for the EOR’s diesel gala over the following
weekend, September 26/27.

The tender of No. 4953 arrived on the
Tuesday morning before the gala and the
locomotive followed in the afternoon,
looking filthy having been driven through a
rainstorm. After unloading at Bridgnorth,
the locomotive was shunted onto the shed for
watering. The following day it was lit up and
ran light engine to Bewdley, where it was to
work all its duties looking clean and shiny.
No. 4953 has previously visited the SVR
in 2007 but never covered the complete
line due to the severe flooding that year. It
hauled special services from Bewdley, then
transferred to the main line at Kidderminster
and continued through to Birmingham
Snow Hill.
Its visit might be called a homecoming,
because Pitchford Hall is named after the
nearby stately home between Much Wenlock
and Shrewsbury (Hagley Hall the house is
even closer to the SVR).

Morechallenges
Again, matters did not go according to plan
because there was a problem with the trailer
transporting the second guest engine, West
Somerset Railway plc chairman Jonathan
Jones-Pratt’s WR 0-6-0PT No. 9466, from
the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, causing a
delay of 24 hours. The pannier did not arrive

until the Thursday morning, day one of the
gala, and unfortunately its arrival coincided
with the school run in Bridgnorth just before
9am. It missed the first day of the gala but
performed well the other three days.
Yet more spanners in the works! Thursday’s
service was delayed slightly when GWR 2-8-0
No. 2857 was running light engine from
Bridgnorth to Kidderminster due to sheep
on the line around Hampton Loade, and Port
Talbot Railway 0-6-0ST No. 813 sadly failed
later. However, No. 813 did manage to get
some workings hauling the freight between
Bewdley and Kidderminster and looked
perfectly at home on a loose-coupled mixed
rake of Great Western wagons.
The gala coincided with the reintroduction
of the popular hop-on, hop-off service,
giving passengers time at the various
stations following the easing of
coronavirus restrictions.

Abusy sceneatBridgnorth shedon themorningof September15asPitchfordHall is steamed for the first time
following its arrival, in the companyofpannier tankNo. 1501, Churchward28XX2-8-0No.2857and Ivatt 4MT
2-6-0No. 43106. JOHN TITLOW
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Right:A raredouble-headedpairingofHawksworth
pannier tankdesigns, asNos. 9466and1501
approach the summitof EardingtonBankon
September18. JOHN TITLOW

Above:Aunique line-up showcasingpannier tank
historyatKidderminsteronSeptember18,with
residentCollett 57XXNo. 7714,Hawksworth15XX
No. 1501andvisitingHawksworth94XXNo. 9466.
JOHN TITLOW

Below:Perfectlymatchedwith theSVR’sGreat
Western carriages,HallNo. 4953PitchfordHall climbs
towardsFoleyParkTunnel onSeptember16.
JOHN TITLOW
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Steam-era shunts
At Bewdley, platform one was unused apart
from the freight, platform two for Up trains
and three for Down. The freight had only
one brake van, so this had to be put on the
opposite end for its return; not a simple task
of running round, and during shunting water
was taken. Watching the shunting taking
place as passenger trains arrived and departed
reminded us of times gone by when railways
were labour-intensive and life was much
slower. How good to see freight trains on the
Valley again!
The loop outside Kidderminster played an
important role in freeing platform space in
the station, especially with the shunting of the
freight. Trains were able to depart onto the
double-track section and were then held at
the signal immediately before the single-line
section begins.
Nice little touches were the headboards and
codes. West Country 4-6-2 No. 34027 Taw
Valley ran with a Southern headcode and
quartered buffers on its first train of the gala,
while Pitchford Hall had a variety of codes
and headboards.
During the gala, Eardington celebrated
becoming a station in its own right after
being under the control of Bridgnorth since
preservation; it was under Highley’s control
during Great Western and BR days.
In 1982 it was last used as a request stop and
removed from the timetable. During the night
running the station was lit with oil lamps
and looked wonderfully atmospheric in the
twilight.

600volunteer shifts
A very intensive service was run and
timekeeping was good apart from a few minor
delays. More than 20 movements took place
on the Saturday, including night running
behind Ivatt ‘Flying Pig’ 2-6-0 No. 43106.
Locomotives used throughout the gala were
Nos. 7714, 34027, 9466 and 1501 facing north,
and Nos. 4953, 2857, 813, 75069 and 43106
facing south.
Sadly, No. 4953 failed on the Sunday with
firebar problems and was placed on view on
the Down goods line at Bewdley. No. 34027
was its replacement, leaving Bewdley late
on the first train, but time was made up
during the day. The goods train did not run
because No. 7714 was utilised to keep the full
passenger timetabled service. The double-
heading that day, with Nos. 1501 and 9466,
was also cancelled as both tanks were in
use single-heading on trains. An amended
locomotive diagram was efficiently produced
at very short notice.
“It really is very satisfying that the SVR
has pulled off this gala so well,” said Brian
Malyon, chairman of the Steam Gala
Committee. “Considering how recently
Covid-19 restrictions have been eased, and the
fact that we only reintroduced hop on, hop off
services a couple of weeks ago, I think we’ve
done this very successfully.
“Once again, the SVR has risen to the
occasion and it’s testament to our volunteers,
who, over the course of the four-day event,
have put in about 600 shifts between them,
carrying out roles from footplate crew to
station staff and everything in between.”
Pitchford Hall returned to the EOR on
September 28 while No. 9466 is staying until
mid-October to operate further services.

BulleidWestCountryPacificNo. 34027TawValleyaccelerates away fromthepermanentway slackat Sterns
towardsHayBridgeonSeptember18.CLIVE HANLEY

Port TalbotRailway0-6-0STNo. 813departs fromBewdleywitha15-wagongoods trainonSeptember16.
JOHN TITLOW
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Below:Anatmospheric sceneasdusk falls at Eardington station,with theoil
lampsaglow. JOHN TITLOW

Above:BRStandard4MT4-6-0No. 75069departs fromBridgnorth through
Oldbury cuttingwith the10.55amtrain forKidderminsteronSeptember19.
MARTYN TATTAM

Left:Happy inhiswork is IanMarkHollis, restingonhispolebetweenshunting
duties atBewdleyonSeptember17. JOHN TITLOW
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50 YEARS SINCE LANDMARK TOUR

CELEBRATING

Saturday, October 2 will see GWR 4-6-0 No. 7029 Clun
Castle head a special marking 50 years to the day since
No. 6000 King George V broke the British Rail steam
ban. Robin Jones, who photographed that legendary
comeback train from the lineside in 1971, reports.

The end of main line steam in 1968
spurred thousands of enthusiasts
to emulate the successful early

preservation schemes like the Talyllyn,
Ffestiniog, Keighley &Worth Valley, Dart
Valley, Bluebell and Severn Valley railways
and devise similar projects of their own.
However, it was only a matter of time
before questions were asked – what about
running steam specials on the network
once again?
Having a fleet of main line steam
locomotives on a heritage line is indeed a
superb achievement. Yet there were many
who, while admiring the preservationists,
remained more than a little disappointed.
Heritage lines run under the provisions
of the 1896 Light Railways Act, which
set a maximum speed of 25mph. Seeing
a glorious green, red, black or blue giant
from the halcyon age of steam looking
resplendent and well cared for at a
preservation base is one thing, but riding
behind as it stretches its legs and shows just
what it is capable of doing is another.
British Rail imposed its ban on the use of
steam locomotives to haul main line trains
after IT57, the ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’,
ran on August 11, 1968. One locomotive
was exempt from the ban – A3 Pacific

OF MAIN LINE STEAM
50 YEARS
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GWR4-6-0No. 6000KingGeorge
VapproachesTyseleywith its
groundbreaking steamcomeback tripon
Saturday,October2, 1971.CMWHITEHOUSE

Steamsuperstar:KingGeorgeV is understandably
the centreof attentionat thepackedTyseley
depotopenday inOctober1971 following itsban-
breaking run fromHereford.CMWHITEHOUSE

KingGeorgeVheads throughKnowle&Dorridgeen route toTyseleyonOctober2, 1971, the first dayof its
successful trial tour intended to see if steamcouldbeallowedbackon to thenationalnetwork.ROBIN JONES

“Hundreds of thousands of people flocked to the
lineside to see it. The trip was a triumph for steam, for
Swindon engineering, and the preservation sector, at
a time when steam may have disappeared but had
certainly not been forgotten.”

No. 4472 Flying Scotsman, which had been
bought out of service by the late Alan
Pegler in 1963. The ban, which excluded
BR’s 2ft gauge Vale of Rheidol Railway, was
slightly lifted to permit a mere handful of
positioning moves and also to allow three
preserved locomotives, including GWR
4-6-0 No. 7029 Clun Castle, to steam on a
length of track at Cricklewood Depot open
day in July 1969.
Because permission had been obtained
before the ban was announced, the Great
Western Society took its Collett 0-4-2T
No. 1466 and matching auto-trailer No. 231
to operate a service on the Cholsey to
Wallingford branch on September 21, 1968.
However, total prohibition on the UK
network became effective when Flying
Scotsman embarked on its ill-fated tour of
North America later that year. There were
still very local exceptions, such as in 1969
when preserved LNER J27 0-6-0 No. 65894
was steamed over the main line from the
NCB works at Philadephia to Thornaby
depot, passing through Newcastle Central
in the middle of the day, and in October
that year when North Eastern Railway
Preservation Group members ran its Q6
0-8-0 No. 63395 up and down Thornaby
depot yard.
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When the Great Western Society’s South
West Group was based at Bodmin General
shed (long before the formation of the
Bodmin &Wenford Railway), it obtained
permission to run GWR 0-6-0ST No. 1363
and Hawksworth Brake Composite No. 7372
in and out of the station on July 11, 1970.
About 1000 people attended.
However, it seemed to everyone that live
steam would be solely confined to heritage
railways after August 1968.
Behind the scenes, from 1968 onwards,
the Association of Railway Preservation
Societies – the forerunner of today’s Heritage
Railway Association – had a committee
whose members were delicately carrying out
negotiations with BR about letting steam
specials back on the main line.
The British Railways Board had been hostile
to the idea, but the appointment of Richard
Marsh as chairman seemed to coincide with a
change in direction.
However, the man credited with persuading
the BR board to do a U-turn was Peter Prior,
then managing director of Bulmers, the big
cider manufacturer in Hereford, which had
established a since-closed railway museum at
its premises.
Having sponsored the overhaul of the
National Collection’s GWR 4-6-0 No. 6000
King George V, Peter wanted to see the
engine haul the five-coach Bulmers Pullman
exhibition train on a promotional tour of
the country. To everyone’s surprise and
delight, he got his way, after being supported
by Marsh.
On September 13, 1971, King George V was
approved for main line running by inspector
Norman Tovey, and two days later underwent
an unannounced trial run to Newport. Not
only that, but three extra BR Mk.1 coaches
were added for fare-paying passengers.
No. 6000 made a four-day tour of the
Western Region, taking in Swindon, Newport
Kensington Olympia and Birmingham in
early October 1971, with driver Ron Wargen
and fireman Derek Foster on the footplate
and Jack Temple as chief inspector.
Hundreds of thousands of people flocked to
the lineside to see it. The trip was a triumph
for steam, for Swindon engineering, and the
preservation sector – at a time when steam
may have disappeared but had certainly not
been forgotten, and the big screen adaptation
of Edith A Nesbit’s classic The Railway
Children was enthralling a generation of
future steam fans across the country.
I well recall the sunny afternoon of
Saturday, October 2 that year, when, as a
young teenager, I walked the third of a mile
from Dorridge Cricket Club in Solihull,
where my dad was secretary and first team
umpire, to Knowle & Dorridge station on the
Birmingham to Leamington line, carrying
my prize possession, a Kodak Instamatic
camera, with the hope of snapping the special
as it went past.
Back then, timings were passed by word
of mouth – there was no internet with sites
giving full details of special trains, as has
long been the case today.
It was on that GWR route that my elder
brother Stewart and I undertook all our
trainspotting in the early 1960s.
When I found one of our older Ian Allan
abc locospotters’ books stuffed down an old
sofa prior to its scrapping many decades
later, I saw that virtually every member of the
GWR Grange class was underlined.

A34-6-2No. 4472FlyingScotsmanandGWRNo.6000KingGeorgeVdouble-headatGrafton,nearHereford,
with theNewport-Shrewsbury ‘AtlanticVenturers Express’ onSeptember22, 1973.
HUGH LLEWELLYN/CREATIVE COMMONS

GWR4-6-0No. 6998BurtonAgnesHall stormspast FennyComptonwithoneof the first year’s return to steam
tripsonOctober10, 1972. T OWEN/COLOUR RAIL

KingGeorgeVheadspast Twyfordwith its follow-up triponOctober7. T OWEN/COLOURRAIL.COM



Widney Manor, the next station to the
north of Knowle & Dorridge, was our happy
hunting ground during school summer
holidays in the early 1960s. In early 1971,
after I saw Widney Manor’s original station
buildings being demolished, I obtained a
totem sign from one of the workmen and still
have it in my loft today.
King George V eventually appeared, at the
head of the green-and-cream-liveried Bulmer
Pullmans. In a flash, it sped past myself
and a crowd of photographers gathered on
the lineside, nearing the end of its journey
from Hereford via Severn Tunnel Junction,
Swindon, Oxford, Solihull and Tyseley.
Amazingly, the fare was only £5.
Two days later, No. 6000 headed a second
‘Return to Steam’ special, this time from
Birmingham Moor Street to Kensington
Olympia. A third special was run on October
7 from London back to Hereford.
About 18,000 people came to Tyseley
depot’s open day on October 2 to see King
George V (along with LMS 4-6-2 No. 6201
Princess Elizabeth and the home fleet)
following the successful trial run from
Hereford. This open day was also key to
unlocking the door to the return of main
line steam as Pat Whitehouse, who founded
Tyseley as a preservation centre, wisely
shared profits from the day with BR; he was
rightly keen to demonstrate in a practical way
that ‘steam paid’.
The tour proved a resounding success. No
serious problems were encountered – and
BR had been convinced. It agreed to open
300 miles of track to steam and approved

23 locomotives for use on them. Swindon
products included in the approval list
were King George V, Clun Castle, No 4079
Pendennis Castle, panniers Nos. 7752 and
7760, prairie No. 6106, No. 6998 Burton
Agnes Hall, auto tank No. 1466, mogul
No. 5322, Standard 4MT No. 75029 and
Standard 9F No. 92203.

Steam’s return
BR announced its very limited ‘Return to
Steam’ commencing in June 1972.
The rules were lightly used routes; suitable
steam locomotive based nearby; and a
triangle or other turning facility at each end.
BR had removed all steam infrastructure, few
turntables existed, and there were virtually
no watering facilities.
The initial routes were:
■ Tyseley-Didcot: A steam centre at either
end, with GWR 4-6-0s Clun Castle at Tyseley
and Burton Agnes Hall at Didcot.
■ Carnforth-Barrow-in-Furness:
Carnforth-based LMS ‘Black Fives’
Nos. 44871, 44932 and 45407.
■ Guide Bridge–Sheffield via Hope Valley:
LMS Jubilee No. 5596 Bahamas, based at
Dinting near Guide Bridge.
■ Newport – Shrewsbury: GWR 4-6-0
No. 6000 King George V, based at the midway
point of Hereford.
■ York-Scarborough: LNER A4
Pacific No. 19 Bittern, then housed in
York roundhouse.
■ Newcastle-Carlisle: Another A4, No. 4498
Sir Nigel Gresley, was then housed in
County Durham.

No. 7029 hauled the first train of the series
on June 10, 1972, from Tyseley to Didcot,
with No. 4498 handling a Newcastle-Carlisle
and return tour the following weekend. Then
there was a break for the summer as BR could
not make coaching stock available during the
holiday period.
Autumn 1972 saw further engines join
in and some increased flexibility in the
operations, while both 1973 and 1974 saw
more routes opened up and more engines
certified, such as:
■ Inverkeithing-Dundee:With A4
No. 60009 Union of South Africa.
■ Leeds-Carnforth: No. 92220 Evening Star
and No. 4771 Green Arrow.
■ Basingstoke/Eastleigh–Westbury:
No. 35028 Clan Line and No. 92203
Black Prince.
■ Birmingham/Hatton-Stratford-upon-
Avon, Shrewsbury-Chester, Oxford–
Hereford and Barrow–Sellafield were
also added.
The engine which could have kept main
line steam alive in Britain after the ‘Fifteen
Guinea Special’ through its owner’s contract
with BR was Flying Scotsman. However, in
late 1969 it had embarked on a promotional
tour of North America which resulted in the
bankruptcy of its owner, Alan Pegler, and the
A3 left stranded in California. Fears for its
future grew.
It was the late William McAlpine, multi-
millionaire enthusiast, who alone was able to
purchase the engine and repatriate it before
any American creditors were able to do their
worst.

Return to steam:The first authorisedmain line steamtrainafter the1971 trial trip ranon June10, 1972. Tyseley’sNo. 7029ClunCastleheads its trainatBordesley, next
toTyseleydepot, in the rain ready tobegin thehistoric journey toDidcot,whereadieselwill takeover for the journey toHereford. Then,No. 6000KingGeorgeVwill
runup toShrewsbury. The tripwouldbe repeated in the reversedirectionon the followingday.HawksworthGWRengineer’s saloonNo. 80972behind the locomotive,
thena support coach,wasused for entertaining suitableguests tohelp the continuingprocess todevelopTyseleyasa steamcentre. CMWHITEHOUSE
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The engine arrived in Liverpool docks in
February 1972 and steamed light engine to
Derby for a thorough overhaul.
Its main line debut in McAlpine’s hands
was double-heading the ‘Atlantic Venturers
Express’ on the North & West route with
none other than No. 6000 on September 22,
1973.
Following No. 4472’s overhaul at Derby, it
spent a summer season on the Dartmouth
Steam Railway, which was then named the
Torbay Steam Railway, after it was bought
out of service from BR by the operating
company of the nearby Dart Valley Railway.
Indeed, the Torbay line had become the first
operational section of the national network to
be privatised.
After its stint at Torbay, Flying Scotsman
went on to haul regular main line tours.

Breaking the ban
No. 6000 King George V was the first of the
Great Western Railway’s legendary flagship
class.
GWR chief mechanical engineer Charles
Collett, who was far more an innovator than
an inventor, continued with predecessor
George Jackson Churchward’s basic design
principles of narrow fireboxes, boilers with
good circulation, and high pressures with
moderate levels of superheat.
While Collett’s Castle 4-6-0s were a
stunning success, by 1926 the demand for an
even larger locomotive to serve the Swindon
empire was apparent.
Collett was duly instructed by GWR’s
general manager, Sir Felix Pole, to go ahead
with the design and construction of a ‘Super-
Castle’, capable of hauling heavier expresses
between Paddington and the West of England
and the Midlands at average speeds of about
60mph.
No. 6000 emerged from Swindon works in
June 1927. Bigger than anything previously
seen, it represented the ultimate development
of Churchward’s four cylinder 4-6-0 concept.
Churchward’s preference for locomotives
without trailing wheels was in order to
maximise adhesion on the notorious South
Devon banks on the West of England main
line to Plymouth, then the GWR’s most
important route, and who was Collett to
challenge this basic design principle – if

it works, why fix it? The Kings were the
heaviest 4-6-0s in Britain and had the highest
tractive effort.
Two months after it was outshopped,
No. 6000 was shipped to the United States to
feature in the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad’s
centenary celebrations that year. During the
celebrations it was presented with a bell and a
plaque, and these are carried to this day.
A total of 30 Kings were built at Swindon
in two batches in 1927/28 and 1930. Heavily
restricted in view of their weight, they
were mainly seen between Paddington and
Plymouth and Paddington and Shrewsbury,
their additional power being less needed on
the more level routes to Bristol and South
Wales.
The class was fitted with double
chimneys and four-row superheaters in
the 1950s, giving a marked improvement
in performance and were recorded as
comfortably exceeding 100mph on occasions.
No. 6000 attained the highest-ever drawbar
horsepower achieved by a class member –
1951edhp. Sister No. 6001 King Edward VII
reached 109mph, the highest speed ever
recorded by a King. Both were fitted with the
four-row superheaters and double chimneys
for their record runs.

However, despite their prowess, the
magnificent Kings were an early target for
withdrawal as the Western Region diesel-
hydraulic classes came on stream in the early
1960s, and all of the Kings had gone by the
end of 1962.
Remarkably, No. 6018 King Henry VI
was reinstated to work the Stephenson
Locomotive Society ‘Farewell to the Kings’
railtour from Birmingham Snow Hill to
Swindon on April 28, 1963.
King George V was withdrawn in 1962 with
1,910,424 miles on the clock and, as the first
of the class, was officially preserved in the
National Collection.
It was stored at Swindon until it moved to
Stratford in December 1964, returning to
Swindon on December 31, 1966.
After that, it was loaned to Bulmers Cider
Ltd on August 9, 1968, two days before the
‘Fifteen Guinea Special’.
Willing volunteers provided the manpower
to haul it out of Swindon stock shed, on its
way to an engineering works in Newport for
restoration to main line running order in the
hope that BR might one day be persuaded
to lift its steam ban. King George V arrived
at Hereford fully restored on November 13,
1968.

The legendarybanbreaker:KingGeorgeVondisplay in theGreatHall of the
NationalRailwayMuseum in2012. ROBIN JONES

Collett’smasterpiece:GWR4-6-0No .6000KingGeorgeVbeingassembledat
Swindon.GWTCOLLECTION

No.6000heads its trial trainoutofBoxTunnel inOctober1971.COLOURRAIL.COM
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After 16 years of running following its
historic October 1971 exploits, owner the
National Railway Museum declined to
fund an expensive overhaul for No. 6000,
partly because another member of the class,
No. 6024 King Edward I, had by then been
restored for main line operation.
Also, the higher ballast beds in place on
the Western Region since the early 1980s,
to allow for the high speed running of the
Intercity 125 High Speed train sets, had
greatly reduced the running-level loading
gauge of the former GWR main line,
especially under bridges, to 13ft 1in.
Therefore, to facilitate the running of a
King over the network, there was the need to
reduce the height of the original GWR-built
chimney, cab and safety valve bonnets by
4in, as had been done by the restorers of King
Edward I.
No. 6000 had its last run in September 1987,
from Swindon to Hereford.
When Bulmer’s Steam Centre closed,
No.6000 was destined for a life on static
display at STEAM – Museum of the Great
Western Railway, which is situated in part
of Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s locomotive
works in Swindon, or at the NRM in York.
Sadly, King George Vmay therefore never
steam again, but the doyen of the GWR’s most
powerful class not only made its mark during
its working life but also created preservation
history and blazed a trail for others to follow.

A new steam age
Since No. 6000 broke the steam ban, many
more locomotives have been, at various times,
certified for use on the national network;
indeed, main line specials have become part
and parcel of many a local tourist economy. A
steam train can decant 500 people at a stroke
into a resort like Scarborough, Swanage or
Minehead to the benefit of local traders.
Much has been accomplished on the
national network since 1971 by train
operators, tour companies and locomotive

owners. However, the resurgence of steam
reached a new plateau in late 2008 when an
all-new steam locomotive, the 50th Arthur
H Peppercorn A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado,
undertook a series of main line test runs in
grey primer.
It was the first new locomotive to be built
for the UK network since BR Standard 9F
2-10-0 Evening Star was outshopped from
Swindon in 1960.
The £3 million project began in 1990 as a
result of informal discussions by enthusiasts
in Darlington who lamented that not one
Peppercorn A1 had been saved.
The group that was to become the A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust first met on March 24,
1990, to discuss the feasibility of building a
replica Peppercorn A1, and the first part was
manufactured four years later.
After running in on the Great Central
Railway, Tornado completed its first
passenger trip on Network Rail on January 31,
2009, a return trip from York to Newcastle,
via Darlington and Durham.
Tornado was officially named at York
station on Thursday, February 19, 2009 by
Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall
before hauling the Royal Train to Leeds with
the couple on board.
Tornado attracted huge crowds of onlookers
wherever it went. People flocked to glimpse
this magnificent new beast which had its
roots in the legendary steam era but was a
product of the modern age.
A new pinnacle was reached at 3.42am on
April 12, 2017, when on a test run between
Newcastle and Doncaster on the East Coast
Main Line, Tornado hit 101mph. In doing so,
it became the first steam locomotive since
1968 to officially travel at 100mph on the

national network. I was fortunate enough to
have been invited on board, but for this new
landmark, my trusty Kodak Instamatic had
been long relegated to a study drawer, having
succumbed to 126 cartridge film; state of the
art for mass-market cameras in 1971, having
been discontinued many years before, and
with digital technology now ruling the roost.
This new heritage era record showed that
another ghost of 1968 had well and truly been
laid to rest!

Anniversary tour
Half a century to the day after No. 6000’s
legendary tour, Vintage Trains is to run ‘The
Return to Steam 50th Anniversary Special’
from Tyseley Locomotive Works behind
No. 7029 Clun Castle.
Picking up at Birmingham Snow Hill, it
will head through Worcester, Gloucester and
Newport to Cardiff for a three-hour stop.
Departing Cardiff, the train will pass
through Newport before continuing, just
like the original ‘Return to Steam’ special, to
join the South Wales main line for a sprint
through the Severn Tunnel to Swindon and a
water stop at Milton.
It will continue to Birmingham with a
photographic stop at Banbury and a climb up
Hatton bank. Passengers will be set down at
Snow Hill and Tyseley Locomotive Works.
There will be a diesel support locomotive on
the rear.
With Covid-19 safety precautions
paramount, seating is available in ‘bubbles’ of
two or four Pullman cars and open coaches,
with private compartments for six people also
available. More details are available at https://
vintagetrains.co.uk/return-to-steam or by
calling 0121 708 4960.

“A steam train can decant 500 people at a stroke into a
resort like Scarborough, Swanage or Minehead to the
benefit of local traders.”

Tyseley flagshipNo. 7029ClunCastleback in
actiononVintageTrains’ ‘ShakespeareExpress’ on
August29.As reported last issue, the locomotive’s
return toaction this yearwasdelayedafter
a steam leak requiringurgentattentionwas
discoveredon July26,but theproblemhas since
been rectified. JACK BOSKETT



IsleofWight themeasGCRAcontinues seriesof
monthly auctionswithO2nameplate andSR target
GREATCentral’sOctober2 salewill
havean IsleofWight feel thanks
tonameplate Shanklin, Southern
Railway station target signSandown,
andan IsleofWightCentral Railway
enamelposterboardheader.
The nameplate, which ismaking

its auction debut, comes from
W20, a London& SouthWestern
RailwayO2 class 0-4-4T built at
Nine ElmsWorks inMarch 1892
as No. 211 to the d i f
locomotive superi
WilliamAdams.
It was shipped
to the island by

the Southern Railway in 1923 and
worked there for 43 years before
beingwithdrawn fromRyde (70H)
in December 1966.
Sandown stationwas opened in

August 1864 and is so today on the
electrified Ryde to Shanklin route,

lth h it i temporarily closed
upgrade to the 8½-
mile line, expected
to be completed
later thismonth.

There is also the smokebox
numberplate from LMS Jubilee
No. 45588 Kashmir, a North British
Locomotive Company product
built in December 1934 and
withdrawn fromCarlisle Kingmoor
(12A) inMay 1965.
The sale, Great Central’s eighth

200-lotmonthly auction, starts
at 10am. Bidswill be possible live
online or by email, telephone or
commission.

design of
intendent

although it is t
due to an u

GWRwill try to steal
the showbut LNER is
set to take the crown
A QUARTET of nameplates from the
LNER,a trio from the GWR,and
aheritagemodern traction
representative will bethe
heavyweights in GW
Railwayana’sauction
on November13.The
star willbeMerlinand
badgefrom A4No. 60027,
supported byMilesBeevor
from a second A4, No. 60026,
Melton fromA3 No. 60044, andSilurian
from A1No. 60121, as reported in last
month’s issue.

The GWR contingent comprises St
Fagans Castle (No. 5067),Queen’s Hall
(No. 5912), andMerevaleHall from
No. 5971.

Both Nos. 5067 and 5971 were built
at Swindon in 1937, the former in
July of that year and the Hall three
months earlier, and were withdrawn
respectively from Reading (81D) in
July 1962 and Bristol Barrow Road
(82E) in December 1965.

The oldest of the trio is No. 5912,
having entered traffic in June 1931
and giving more than 31 years’service
before ending its days at Banbury
(84C) in December 1962.

Preserved 50
The new era interloper isRamillies from
Class 50‘Hoover’Co-Co
D419/50019, built inMay
1968by English Electric
atVulcanFoundry in
Newton-le-Willows and
nowbased at the Mid-
Norfolk Railway,having
beensaved forpreservation

Secondclass
No. 000 isNo. 1
inPaddington
ticket auction
ASOUTHSEATramway ticket
numbered000 for a secondclass
journey fromShanklin toLondon
BridgeviaRydewas the runaway
winnerwitha realisationof£2050
inPaddingtonTicketAuctions’
postal andemail 900-lot sale that
endedonAugust 31.
Overseas tickets then took

centre stage, led by two lots
of Kowloon-Canton Railway
tickets that each fetched £1250,
followed by a collection of
10TasmanianGovernment
Railways’examplesmostly dated
1934 that alsowent for £1250.
Prices exclude buyer’s premium
of 10% (+VAT).

AN extensiveselectionofWinson
Engineeringcastings tobuildaStandard
Class9F2-10-0andtwoGWR2-6-2T
modelssold for£5100ataLacyScott&
KnightofBuryStEdmunds collectors’
modelssaleonAugust20. Included
inthe lotwereboilers, cylindersand
associatedparts.

Just below the four-figure mark was
GWR 2-6-2T No. 6157 made by Lee
Marsh Model Co of Fife in O-gauge
(£920), and at £780 came a Reeves of
Warwickshire 3½in gauge live steam
0-4-0T Tich, followed by two models
each at £720.

This pair comprised a 2½in gauge
live steam Great Northern Railway
Pacific No. 1470 and an O-gauge LMS
No. 45126. The GNR model was named
Eastern Star rather thanGreatNorthern
as carried by the actual locomotive,
while the‘Black 5’was a Ludlows of
Bolton reproduction Bassett-Lowke
model. Prices quoted exclude buyer’s
premium of 22½% (+ VAT).

Build your own
9F – and two
Prairie tanks

onwithdrawal in September1990.
Returning to the GWR, there are

cabside numberplates 6021 from
King Richard II, 2936 from Saint class
Cefntilla Court, and Hall trio 4946
(MoseleyHall), 5960 (Saint Edmund
Hall), and 6991 (Acton Burnell Hall),
and a quartet of Southern Railway
cabsides – 2042, B31, B172, and E800.

The smokebox numberplate from
No. 6021 will also be going under the
hammer, as will 60506 from LNER A2
class PacificWolf of Badenoch, which
started life in September 1936 as a P2
class 2-8-2 and was rebuilt as an A2 in
April 1944. Other locomotive items are
a regimental badge from LMS Royal
Scot No. 46125 3rd Carabinier, and a
fox from an LNER D49 class 4-4-0.

Worksplates include LNER

Doncaster 1946 (works No. 2007) from
A2 No. 60516Hycilla, among the

station totem signs are two
BR(M) auction first-timers
Primrose Hill and Crouch Hill,
and a reminder of William
Stanier’s pre-LMS railway
career in the small shape of

a solid silver pintray that was
presented‘with grateful thanks’

by the GWR to Stanier following the
general strike of 1926, when he was
works manager at Swindon.

Signs of the times
Enamel signs are currently in vogue, and
among those in the auction are BR(Sc)
toll chargesandBR(M) barrier examples.
The former,advising that tickets should
be obtainedfromthe gateman, is
believedto come from ConnelFerry
station onthe ObantoCallander line,
while the latter advises that‘The barrier
will beclosed to passengerswhen a
train enters station (sic)and will remain
closed until it departs.’There is also an
Emerson ParkHalt sign from theformer
LondonTilbury and SouthendRailway
station that isnowon theLondon
Overground network.

The auction starts at 9.30am and
bids will be live online, or by email,
telephone or commission. It will

be preceded the previous
day, November 12, by a
sale of posters, paintings,
shedplates, carriage prints
and clocks.

This auction, which
also includes advertising

enamels, will feature artwork

�SOUTHERN RailwayClassT9
‘Greyhound’No.312was firstpast
thepost inaVectismodel trainsand
railwayanaauction onAugust20, when
aHornby00-gaugemodelof the4-4-0
in1938 liverywentunder thehammer
for£500.Themodelwaspartofa
limitededitionsuburbanset thatalso
includedfourcoaches.The locomotive
onwhichthemodelwasbasedwas
built inMay1901at theLondon&South
WesternRailway’sNineElmsWorks
andwithdrawnbyBRfromStewarts
Lane,Battersea, (73A) asNo.30312 in
March1952.Thepriceexcludesbuyer’s
premiumof25%(incVAT).
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V2 class ready to make its mark in
Talisman sale led by Coldstreamer
RACEHORSE names may have been
a favourite theme for the LNER, but
the eight ClassV2 locomotives to be
named bucked the trend by honouring
regiments, public schools, or, in the
case of the class leader, an express
freight train.

One of the five regimental
names stretched to 11 words and
another 10, but headlining Talisman
Railwayana’s October auction will
be the sole one-worder in the
184-strong class. It is Coldstreamer
from No. 60873, which emerged

RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
�October2
Great Central Railwayana
(Liveonline, email, telephoneand
commission)
�October2-20
Talisman Railwayana
(Email, telephoneandpostal)
�EndsOctober3
Railwayana Sales
(Internetandtelephone)
�October3
Bristol Railwayana
(Live saleroom)
�EndsOctober12
Great Northern Railwayana
(Online)
�October14-November2
Paperchase
(Email, telephoneandpostal)
�October22
Lacy Scott & Knight (railwayana and
model trains)
(Liveonline, email, telephoneand
commission)
�October22
Vectis (model trains)
(Liveonline, email, telephoneand
postal)

Jackdaw flies into London
sale accompanied by totem
and two BR smokeboxes
GWR nameplate Jackdaw from
Bulldog 4-4-0 No. 3447, a December
1909 Swindon product that was
withdrawn fromWorcester (85A) by
BR in April 1951, will be joined by two
smokebox numberplates and totem
and Southern Railway station target
signs in theTransport Auctions of
London sale on October 30.

The smokeboxes accompanying
Jackdaw are 3012 from a GWR ex-
ROD 2-8-0 and 31808 from an SR
Class U 2-6-0. Among the totems
is Betws-y-Coed, a former LMS
station deep in GWR territory, and
signs include an SR bridge weight
restriction notice that is believed
to be of a type used in only the
New Forest.

From the capital comes a
Metropolitan Railway & LNER
enamel direction sign to Watford
station probably dating from
November 1925, when the station
was opened as the terminus of
a Met Railway branch line and
originally served by electric trains
to Baker Street and LNER steam
trains to Marylebone. The station is
now on the London Underground
Metropolitan Line and is Grade
II listed.

The 400-lot auction, which also
includes a Met Railway Bo-Bo
electric locomotive destination
plate, starts at 10am. Bids will
be accepted live online or by
telephone, email or commission.

from Doncaster Works in May 1939
and was withdrawn by BR from
Edinburgh St Margaret’s (64A) in
December 1962.

‘Arthur’ and ‘Scot’plates
Three other nameplates will also be
going under the hammer, includingSir
Hectimere from King Arthur No. 30798
andTheLifeGuardsman from LMS
No. 46150.The Southern Railway 4-6-0
was built at Eastleigh in June 1926 and
withdrawn from Salisbury (72B) exactly
36 years later in June 1962, while the
Royal Scot was outshopped by Derby

in June 1930 and ended
its days at Carlisle

Kingmoor (12A) in
November 1963.
The third plate

isMountMtorwi,
with one of its

cabside numberplates, from East
African Railways’59 class No. 5915,
a 4-8-2+2-8-4 Garratt built by
Beyer Peacock (works No. 7666) in
Manchester in 1955.

V2s are further represented in the
sale thanks to a 1937 Darlington
worksplate from No. 60805 and
the smokebox numberplate from
No. 60816, while also from the LNER
come a 1947 Darlington worksplate
and the smokebox numberplate from
B1 No. 61021 Reitbok, and two station
direction signs, Knaresborough
and Ely.

Posters too will be vying for
attention, including examples by
Terence Cuneo, Bryan de Grineau
and Norman Wilkinson. Bids in the
auction, which will run from October
2-20, will be accepted by email,
telephone and post.

HERITAGE moderntraction ruledthe
roost in theJustaclickagoonlineauction
ofphotographs, slidesandnegatives
that ran fromAugust23-29.Headingthe
realisationchartsat£880was acollection
of500colourslides featuringClass37,40

and47diesels,HSTs,andClassEM1/76
electric locomotives,all takenduringthe
1970suptothe1990s.

The popular Class 52‘Western’
diesel-hydraulics featured strongly,
with a total of 150 colour slides taken

between 1974 and 1976, selling
in three lots for £600, £560, and
£540, followed by 59 colour slides
of industrial steam in the late-1960s
(£520). Prices in the 460-lot auction
exclude buyer’s premium of 18%.

Industrial steam follows diesels in slide success

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway
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Newkids on the block
give ground to steam
in Big Four fightback
THE heritage modern traction
generation has been making its
presence felt in recent auctions, but
Great Central Railwayana’s September 4
sale showed there’s still plenty of life left
in the steam traditionalists, for leading
the realisations were nameplates from
three of the Big Four.

The leader of the pack was
Winchester from SR Schools class
No. 30901, which went under Mike
Soden’s hammer for £9400, followed
at £7600 by City of Liverpool from
GCR Class 1 No. 428/LNER Class B19
No. 1493, and in third place Princessp

‘No frills’ Bloxham-style sale headed by
pre-Grouping board and diesel panel
GREAT Central’s‘Bloxham’-style auction on September
11 produced two four-figure realisations, comprising
£1200 for a steam-era work-in-progress information
board and £1000 for a flamecut cabside panel from a
1983-built diesel.

The board, of London & North Western Railway
origin, was from Crewe Works and provided
updates by way of data slot-in panels, while the
flamecut was from Class 56 heavy freight Co-Co
No. 56116, which was built at Crewe in March 1983
and withdrawn in February 2003 from Toton in
Nottinghamshire, one of the country’s largest rail
depots that in the days of BR steam was coded 18A
and later 16A.

At £920 came a London & South Western
Railway 11ft 9in-tall lattice post distant signal
and at £800 a ‘Thornaby & intermediate stations’
departure wooden board, followed by a painting
by Mike Jeffries of LMS Princess Coronation Pacific

No. 46235 City of Birmingham at Birmingham New
Street station that went for £780.

Three incomplete Tyer’s No. 6 single-line
tablet instruments from the Lymington area in
Hampshire sold as a single lot for £700, BR(S)
station totem sign BR(S) Hackbridge for £680, and
a collection of more than 4000 negatives, slides
and photographs, including overseas diesels, went
to a new home for £580. Prices exclude buyer’s
premium of 15% (+ VAT).

The auction – dubbed ‘Bloxham’by collectors
as that was the location of this style of sale when
held pre-Covid with a live saleroom audience
but is currently purely live online – is a quickfire
no-frills event with no reserves nor telephone
or commission bids. It is a style that has become
popular with those seeking general railwayana,
and perhaps even a bargain or two, and is a model
that other auction houses have followed.

Augusta from GWR Star class No. 4058
(£5000).

A final steam nameplate was Carra
Castle, carried by LMS-designed
Northern Counties Committee
of Ireland U2 class 4-4-0 No. 83,
although its £3000 realisation was
topped by GreatWhernside from Class
60 Co-Co No. 60020, which flew the
diesel flag by selling for £3900.

Topping the smokebox
numberplate selection with a price
of £4000 was 70031 from Britannia
Pacific Byron, ahead of 46138 from
LMS Royal Scot The London Irish

Rifleman (£2800), while GWR cabside
numberplate successes included 5958
from KnoltonHall (£3100), 1016 from
County of Hants (£1850), and 3028
from an ex-ROD 2-8-0 bought by the
GWR in 1925 (£1500).

Branch plans
Other GWR eye-catchers were a set of
detailed hand-coloured plans dating
from 1911 for the entireTavistock
Junction-Launceston branch (£2200),
and at £1500 each, an 1889 Sharp
Stewart & Co worksplate from 0-6-2T
No. 212 (£1500) and a police chief
inspector’s tipstaff.

The station totem signs line-up
was led by BR(W) Leamington Spa
General (£2900) ahead of BR(M) duo
Bournville (£1900) and Kings Langley

& Abbots Langley (£1450), and
signalling by signalbox nameboard
Saunderton from the Great Western
& Great Central Joint line that ran
from Ashendon Junction to Northolt
(£1500), and a Tyer’s No. 6 tablet
instrument (£1400).

Speaking post-sale, Mike Soden
said: “Steam did very well, although
the competition from diesels wasn’t
quite as strong as it has been of late,
and single-line tokens seem to be a
growth area.”Prices at the auction,
which was GCRA’s seventh monthly
200-lot live online sale, exclude
buyer’s premium of 15% (+ VAT).

Victorian railway companies and live steam
models are Great Northern late arrivals
TWO earlyVictorian railway companies
feature in late entries in Great Northern
Railwayana’s two-week auction that
ends on October 12. From the Furness
Railway, which started operations in
1846, comes a panel cut from a wooden
carriage that carries the company’s coat
of arms, and from the Oldham Ashton
& Guide Bridge Junction Railway a
boundary marker engraved on local
gritstone.This 6½-mile line ran its first
trains in 1861 and was vested jointly in
the GCR and LNWR in 1908.

Gauge one live steam models
going under the online hammer are
LMS ‘Black 5’ No. 44893 and LNER
V2 No. 4795 ( BR No. 60824), and
there’s the whistle from Northern
Counties Committee of Ireland U2
class 4-4-0 No. 83 Carra Castle, one of
whose nameplates was sold at Great
Central’s September 4 auction, as
reported in this column.

Posters include an LMS circa 1930
‘Travel speed comfort’ example,
advertising third class travel at 1d

per mile and first class at 1½d. The
artwork, featuring a Royal Scot 4-6-0,
is by Bryan de Grineau (1883-1957),
who was the war artist for Illustrated
London News in both world wars
and also the Government’s official
Second World War artist.

The star lot in the auction is a
nameplate from 1937 Crewe-built
LMS Princess Coronation Pacific
No. 46224 Princess Alexandrawith its
works and tender plates, as featured
in issue 282.

82 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 286: Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY



Heritagerailway.co.uk 83



Ownedby theVintageCarriagesTrust, unique survivingHaydockFoundry
0-6-0WTBellerophonhasbeenbased formanyyears at theKeighley&Worth
ValleyRailway, though it is currentlyon loan to theFoxfieldRailway.Here it
departs fromKeighleywithLancashire&YorkshireRailway carriages, forming
the11.55amtrain to IngrowonOctober9, 2010. FRED KERR

Little and large: The IsleofWight
SteamRailway’s limitededitionmodel
ofO2No.W24Calbourne standsbeside
the real thingatHavenstreet.
IOWSR/JOHN FAULKNER.

The limitededitiongunpowdervans
commissioned fromDapolby the
General SteamNavigationLocomotive
RestorationSocietyandMedway
QueenPreservationSociety.GSNLRS

COMPILED BY TOBY JENNINGSHERITAGE MODELLER NEWS

84 Heritagerailway.co.uk Send your model news to deputy editor Toby Jennings at tjennings@mortons.co.uk

OO-scalemodel ofwell tank
Bellerophon gets go-ahead
A MODEL of unique surviving Haydock
Foundry 0-6-0 well tankBellerophon is
going ahead in OO scale.

KR (Keith Revell) Models Ltd makes
limited runs of models that have
not been previously produced by
mainstream manufacturers, or that
have not been available ready-to-run
for many years – provided there are
enough expressions of interest.
Bellerophon, now owned by the

Vintage Carriages Trust and currently
awaiting overhaul at the Foxfield
Railway, was one of six almost-
identical locomotives built between
1868 and 1887 for the Haydock
Collieries, Bellerophon being turned
out in 1874.

Its designer, Josiah Evans – one of
the family who owned the collieries
and foundry – was years ahead of his
time in fitting these locomotives with
outside motion and piston valves.
The latter did not come into general

use for more than two decades, while
outside motion did not become
commonplace on British locomotives
until the 20th century.

The model will feature Bellerophon’s
complex outside Stephenson/Gooch
valve gear, a cast chassis, and will
be available with Digital Command
Control. Three liveries will be offered:
black; National Coal Board green;
and the lined brown guise applied in
preservation.

It can be ordered at £160 (DCC
ready) or £190 (DCC fitted) from
www.krmodels.co.uk, where details
can also be found of the firm’s other
models and plans.

English Electric gas turbine
locomotive GT3 has been released
in OO gauge, while orders are being
taken for an OO-scale Bulleid ‘Leader’.
Expressions of interest are invited
for a GWR King 4-6-0, ‘Fell’diesel and
Consett iron ore wagon in N gauge.

Calbourne available in
Malachite green livery
MUCH�LOVED Isle ofWight O2 0-4-4T
No.W24Calbourne is available in OO
scale in its current Malachite green livery.

The Isle of Wight Steam Railway,
which returned the LSWR Adams
locomotive to steam for the line’s
50th anniversary this year, has
commissioned an exclusive limited
edition of 500 models from EFE Rail,
depicting the engine in its Southern
Railway guise.

It is available at £159.95 from
https://shop.iwsteamrailway.co.uk,
where it was still in stock as this issue
went to press.

EFE Rail is a Bachmann brand
created to sell products under licence
from third parties such as Kernow

N gauge wagon from General
Steam Navigation society
FOLLOWING successful commissions
in OO scale, the General Steam
Navigation Locomotive Restoration
Society is switching to N gauge for its
latest model wagon.

The group, which is restoring
ex-Barry Merchant Navy No. 35011
General Steam Navigation to
original air-smoothed condition at
the Swindon & Cricklade Railway,
has commissioned an N-gauge
gunpowder van from Dapol.

Like its previous OO-gauge 12-
ton box vans (now sold out) and
‘Conflat’ wagon with container

(virtually sold out), the gunpowder
van is being jointly commissioned
from Dapol by the GSNLRS and
the Medway Queen Preservation
Society, restorer of former General
Steam Navigation shipping line
paddle steamer Medway Queen.

Also like the previous models,
the gunpowder van is available in
blue or red, with the number 11 and
lettered ‘General Steam Navigation,
Blunsdon & Gillingham Pier’, the
latter being the locations of the
two groups’ respective bases. The
gunpowder vans cost £11.90 each,

with proceeds going towards the
restorations of No. 35011 and
Medway Queen.

Just three of the ‘Conflats’, with red
containers, were still in stock at the
time of writing, at £16.95 each.

The models can be ordered from
the online shop at www.35011gsn.
co.uk

Model Rail Centre, which originally
introduced the O2 model in 2015 and
owns the tooling.

Three other O2s produced by
Kernow for EFE were mainland
example No. 182 in SR olive green,
and two further Isle of Wight
versions, No. 34 Newport in SR
Malachite green and No. 31 Chale in
Malachite green with British Railways
lettering. The latter two are already
virtually sold out.

IN BRIEF
� THE Great British Model
Railway Show is to go ahead at the
British Motor Museum, Gaydon,
Warwickshire, on October 30/31.
Thirty-plus layouts are to appear,
with over 25 traders and modelling
demonstrations and society stands.
Government Covid guidance will be
followed, and tickets must be pre-
booked at www.gbmrs.com

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag





AspotlessGreatCentral Railway11F (LNERD11/1) 4-4-0No. 510PrincessMary
headsaManchester-boundexpress atHarrowcirca1920.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE, PHOTOGRAPHER UNKNOWN.

THE Great Central Railway Class 11F
or‘Improved Director’4-4-0s (LNER
D11) were designed by John G.
Robinson, whose job title became
chief mechanical engineer when he
succeeded the railway’s locomotive
superintendent Harry Pollitt in 1900.

With their 6ft 9in driving wheels,
they were designed specifically for
fast passenger duties, and with a
boiler pressure of 180lb superheated,
their 20x26in inside cylinders
delivered a tractive effort of 19,645lb.

The locomotives were based
on Robinson’s 10 11E (LNER D10)
4-4-0s introduced in 1913, which
themselves followed on from his 11B
(LNER D9) 4-4-0s built between 1901
and 1904.

Upon the formation of British
Railways in 1948, all of the D10s
remained listed. Renumbered
62650 to 62659, they were named
Prince Henry, Purdon Viccars, Edwin
A. Beazley, Sir Edward Fraser,Walter
Burgh Gair, The Earl of Kerry, Sir
Clement Royds, Sir Berkeley Sheffield,
Prince George andWorsley-Taylor
respectively.

The 11 original 11Fs, whose
improvements included generous
side-window cabs and inside-
admission piston valves, were built
over three years from December
1919 until December 1922. No. 506
Butler-Henderson (the only surviving
GCR express passenger locomotive)
appeared in December 1919 and

No. 507 Gerard Powys Dewhurst two
months later. The spring of 1920
saw the completion of Nos. 508
Prince ofWales, 509 Prince Albert
and 510 PrincessMary. Nos. 501-505
and No. 511 were namedMons,
Zeebrugge, Somme, Jutland, Ypres and
Marne respectively, and all appeared
in 1922.

Initially divided between Neasden
and Gorton sheds, they were used on
main line expresses from Marylebone
to the Midlands, Sheffield and
Manchester. At the 1923 Grouping,
when the Great Central Railway was
absorbed into the LNER, the D11
class became split between D11/1

and D11/2 sub-classes when, in
1924, a further 24 were built with
reduced boiler mountings, shorter
chimneys and domes, and lower
cabs to comply with the reduced
loading gauge after realising that
the routes of the former North British
Railway needed some more powerful
locomotives.

Instead of designing a new class for
the job, Nigel Gresley (who received
his knighthood in 1936) arranged
for Kitson & Co and Armstrong
Whitworth & Co to each build 12
of the locomotives, with the result
that all were completed within a
five-month period. The LNER D11/2s,

which were built as Nos. 6378 to
6401 (BR 62671-62694), carried some
of the most talked-about names in
trainspotting history, all taken from
Sir Walter Scott’s Waverley novels, the
first of which was published in 1814
– though the famous Scottish poet
didn’t reveal his authorship of them
until 1827!

Rather than being mounted on
small nameplates, as in the case
of the D11/1s, the names of the
D11/2s were painted onto the
long splashers. In numerical order
from 62671 to 62694, the names
were: Bailie MacWheeble; Baron of
Bradwardine; EvanDhu; FloraMacIvor;
Colonel Gardiner; JonathanOldbuck;
Edie Ochiltree; LuckieMucklebackit;
Lord Glenallan; Lucy Ashton; Captain
Craigengelt; Haystoun of Bucklaw;
Hobbie Elliott;Wizard of theMoor;
MalcolmGraeme; The Fiery Cross;
Lord James of Douglas;Maid of
Lorn; The Lady of the Lake; Laird of
Balmawhapple; Allan-Bane; Roderick
Dhu; and James Fitzjames.

As they were so well-suited to the
requirements of their times, the D10
and D11 4-4-0s remained largely
untouched by alterations, although
in the case of the D11s, the fitting of
long-travel valves to No. 505 (LNER
5505, BR 62669) Ypres for extended
trials between Marylebone and
Leicester in 1937 led to the coal-
saving modification being applied to
all but one of the D11/1s and all but
four of the D11/2s.

Robinson’s rapid ‘Directors’
Pete Kelly traces the history of the Great Central Railway’s F11 (LNER D11/1) 4-4-0s and
the LNER’s D11/2 versions that evolved from the same basic design but were built to
tighter loading-gauge specifications for Scottish operations, and looks at Bachmann’s
OO-scale models of each variant.

D11/1No. 5508PrinceofWalesatNottinghamVictoria stationonApril 1, 1939.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/JF HENTON.
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PrincessMaryagain, this timeduring its twilight years as it headsa local stopper
fromManchesterCentral toChesterbetweenAshleyandKnutsfordon the former
Cheshire Lines systemcirca1955/6.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/DMCHEPBURNESCOTT.

PicturedatCraigentinnyduring the1930s,D11/2No. 6397TheLadyof theLake
carriedoneof themost evocativenamesof the class.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/P RANSOMEWALLIS.

Left andabove: The loading-gaugedifferencesbetween theD11/1andD11/2
sub-classes canbeclearly seen in thesephotosofD11/1No. 506Butler-Henderson
after restoration forpreservationaround1961andD11/2No. 6394 LordJames
ofDouglas in ex-works condition in the1930s.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE
ARCHIVE/LMR PUBLICITY AND LPC LTD RESPECTIVELY.

As time went by, with train loads
increasing, schedules accelerating
and more capable locomotive types
being introduced in the late 1920s
and early 1930s, the 4-4-0s were
gradually downgraded to secondary
duties on which they continued
to perform well. But towards the
mid-1950s, even those working the
Cheshire Lines system from sheds
such as Trafford Park (9E) and Heaton
Mersey (9F) became sidelined by a
profusion of London Midland tank
locomotives which, with their rapid
acceleration, were so well-suited to
the constant starting and stopping
required on busy suburban routes
such as that between Manchester
Central and Liverpool Central.

It was along the former CLC’s
Warrington Central avoiding line,
which ran between Sankey Junction
and Padgate Junction that I saw my
one and only D11/1 around 1956/7,
after a friend whose home stood at
the foot of the now-vanished line
told me he saw a ‘namer’go past
after arriving home from school the
previous teatime.

By then, apart from specials
hauled by former LNER engines on
special occasions such as the Grand
National at Aintree, ‘namers’had
become almost unheard of on the
line, so I went home with him the
next afternoon. Sure enough, at the
predicted time, No. 62668 Jutland
ambled by with a short mixed goods
train – highly unusual for such a

locomotive. Perhaps after spending
its remaining years in storage
(remember the sacks tied around
the chimneys?), Jutlandwas finally
withdrawn in November 1960.

Up in Scotland, where six of
the D11/2s were first allocated

to Eastfield (65A), a further six
to Haymarket (64B), five to St.
Margaret’s (64A), five to Dundee (62B)
and two to Perth (63A), they worked
passenger express trains including
Pullmans, but the three-cylinder
Gresley D49/2 ‘Shire’4-4-0s took away

many of their turns from the late
1930s. After the war the introduction
of Thompson B1 4-6-0s finally sealed
their fate, and the D11/2s spent much
of their remaining time in storage.

Following the war, the D10 and
D11 ‘Directors’often shared the

D11/2No. 6382ColonelGardinerheadsanEdinburgh-Dundee slowpassenger trainnearMarkinchduring the summerof
1933.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/TG HEPBURN.
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Capturing theelegant linesof theGreatCentral Railway’s original 11F ‘ImprovedDirector’ 4-4-0s and sound-fitted toboot,
Bachmann’smodelofNo. 502Zeebrugge featuresabeautifully appliedGCR linedgreen liverywithetchednameplatesand
cabsidenumberplates, and someof the inner cabdetails can justbeglimpsed in thisphoto.BACHMANN

Turnedout inearly-emblemBR linedblack livery, theBachmannOO-scalemodel
ofNo. 62667Somme looksa treat, and features etchednameplates.BACHMANN

The stubbier-lookingD11/2versionsbuilt for Scottishduties are representedby
thismodelofNo. 6401 JamesFitzjames in LNER linedblack.BACHMANN

same duties. To give an idea of their
prowess for speed, my long-time
railway enthusiast friend Barry
Allen, who lives in Liverpool and
wrote the little book ‘Just the Ticket’
that was recently published by
Mortons, told me an amusing tale
recalled by a group of drivers from
Brunswick shed.

Around 1951/2, one of them, Bill
Morris, found himself in charge of
the 10.08 Manchester to Liverpool
express with D10 No. 62653 Sir
Edward Fraser, which had become
a star of a local Festival of Britain
display after being newly overhauled
from Gorton Works.

With fireman Bob Richards at the
ready, Bill decided to try to beat his
previous best timing for the run,
and in doing so set a record that
was never bettered – he completed
the 34 miles to Liverpool in 33
minutes flat, arriving a full seven
minutes early.

After enduring quite a rough ride,
some of the passengers apparently
complained to the stationmaster,
although others were delighted by

the early arrival, including one RAF
officer who walked up to the cab and
congratulated Bill on“a superb piece
of low-flying!”

While the GCR 11E (LNER D10)
locomotives had all been withdrawn
by 1955, the D11/1s and D11/2s
remained complete until 1958,
when the first to go were Nos. 62679
Lord Glenallan and 62683 Hobbie
Elliott that September, followed by
No. 62678 LuckieMucklebackit in
March 1959; 62665Mons in May;
62673 EvanDhu in July; 62677 Edie
Ochiltree in August; 62675 Colonel
Gardiner, 62676 JonathanOldbuck
and 62684Wizard of theMoor in
October; and 62692 Allan-Bane and
62694 James Fitzjames in November.

The first withdrawal of 1960 was
62663 Prince Albert in May, followed
by 62662 Prince ofWales, 62664
PrincessMary, 62667 Somme and
62669 Ypres in August; 62660 Butler-
Henderson (subsequently preserved)
in October; 62661Gerard Powys
Dewhurst, 62668 Jutland and 62670
Marne in November; and 62666
Zeebrugge in December.

The final inroads were made
in 1961, with No. 62671 Bailie
MacWheeble the first to go in May,
followed by 62674 FloraMacIvor,
62681 Captain Craigengelt, 62682
Haystoun of Bucklaw, 62686 The Fiery
Cross, 62688 Ellen Douglas, 62689
Maid of Lorn and 62690 The Lady of
the Lake in July; 62687 Lord James of
Douglas in August; 62672 Baron of
Bradwardine and 62680 Lucy Ashton
in September; and 62691 Laird of
Balmawhapple and 62693 Roderick
Dhu in November.

During their lifetimes, the D10,
D11/1 and D11/2 4-4-0s worked over
a widespread area, but rather than
go into the routes in great detail, let
the photos from the Mortons Railway
Magazine archive tell the story.

Sole survivor
The sole survivor not only of the D11
class but also of any former Great Central
express passenger locomotives is
No. 506Butler-Henderson, withdrawn in
1960 and the first of the class to be built.

Chosen for restoration to original
GCR condition at the former British

Transport Museum at Clapham,
it became part of the National
Collection in 1975 before being
loaned to the heritage Great Central
Railway at Loughborough, where
restoration to running condition
began in 1981.

It returned to steam in 1982 and
regularly worked passenger trains
on the line, but when its boiler
certificate expired 10 years later, it
returned to the NRM before being
placed on long-term static display
at the Barrow Hill roundhouse near
Chesterfield, where it still resides.

Themodels
Currently available from Bachmann are
OO-scale models of sound-fitted D11/1
4-4-0 No.502Zeebrugge (31-147DS),
wearing a beautifully-applied livery of
full Great Central lined green, and a DCC-
ready 21-pin socket version of No. 62667
Somme (31-146A) in early-emblem
British Railways lined black livery with
etched nameplates.

Representing the quite different-
looking D11/2 locomotives that were
built to suit the Scottish loading
gauge in 1924 is the DCC-ready
No. 6401 James Fitzjames (31-137A)
in LNER lined black livery, which
also comes DCC-ready with a
21-pin socket.

All models feature adjustable
tender drawbar length, sprung
buffers, hinged tender fall plates,
removable coal loads with an empty
coal space modelled below, and
good cab control details.

The sound-fitted Zeebrugge, which
also features etched nameplates and
cabside number plates, is by far the
most expensive with a recommended
retail price of £295.95, with the
others costing £189.95 each.

Stillwearing its full LNER livery,D11/2No. 62680emerges fromNorth
Queensferry tunnelwithaThornton Junction-Edinburgh train in June1949.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/WJ ALCOCK.

Seenon the turntableat EastfieldMPD in the1930s isD11/2No. 6379Baronof
Bradwardine.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/R. D. STEPHEN.
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With the replicaPickering carriages, Beyer
Peacock0-6-0TNo. 822TheEarl crosses theAfon
BanwyapproachingHeniarthonAugust29.

PRESERVED LINE PROFILE
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The Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway has not only
worked wonders to conserve its original rural identity as
a farmer’s line, but has also expanded its horizons far and
wide to showcase rolling stock from several countries
overseas, reports John Titlow, in words and pictures.

TheWelshpool & Llanfair Light Railway
differs from the narrow gauge lines
that feature prominently in the new

UNESCO North West Wales World Heritage
Site in that it was not built for slate quarrying.
However, its rolling stock fleet has given it a
decidedly international flavour.
The railway’s history dates back to 1864,
when a proposal appeared to build a line
from the village of Castle Caereinion to the
market town of Welshpool, connecting it with
the Cambrian for the transportation of farm
produce. It eventually came to nothing.
In 1876 there was another attempt
following a similar route, and it was passed
by Parliament only to fail in 1882 due to the
inability of the promoters to raise sufficient
funds for its construction. There was
another bill in 1886 for a 3ft gauge line, but it
expired in 1892 without any building works
being started.
However, the 1896 Light Railways Act
encouraged another attempt to get a
railway to Llanfair Caereinion. The mayor
of Welshpool, William Addie, proposed
the Welshpool and Llanfair Railway bill in
1897 but the commissioners took their time
deciding.
Their decision was swayed after the WLLR
promoters persuaded the Cambrian Railway
to pay for the line’s construction, and the
Light Railway Order was granted in 1899. The
Cambrian also provided two locomotives and
three coaches.
Eventually, after 39 years and various
attempts, construction of the line finally
began in 1901 and it opened throughout in
1903, operated by the Cambrian Railway,
which stood to benefit from transporting the
goods after transhipment onto its standard
gauge line at Welshpool.
The aim of the railway was to give the
farming communities in the Banwy Valley a
wider market, making it easier to get supplies
in and produce out; previously everything was
done by horse and cart.

Originally the WLLR terminus was
alongside the main station accessed by street
running through the town – a simple bell
was used to warn of the approach of the
train. This town section was the most famous
part of the line and how wonderful if this
could happen again, though sadly it is highly
unlikely. Yet street running regularly happens
in Germany!
In 1908, after working hand to mouth
and never making a profit, the company
was struggling financially to repay its
loans but it managed to amble on. Business
increased during the First World War but the
1920s saw a reduction of traffic once again
compounding the problems.
The Cambrian was taken over by the
GWR in 1922 and the WLLR followed in
1923. Passenger trains were discontinued in
1931 due to a competing GWR bus service!
There was a temporary reprieve to passenger
services in 1945 due to the Eisteddfod, an
event unconnected to the far better-known
one at Llangollen.
The Second World War again saw goods
traffic increase but after nationalisation in
1948, the WLLR became part of BR. Soon
after, there was a serious decline in freight
traffic due to competition by road without
the need for transhipment at Welshpool. The
death blow was the result and closure finally
came in 1956, when the last train under
BR ran.

Following in theTalyllyn's
footsteps
Due to its projected closure, moves were
already afoot to preserve this unique rural
railway. The Talyllyn and Ffestiniog railways
had already been reopened by volunteers in
1951 and 1954, laying the cornerstones of
the revivalist movement we have today. At
Welshpool, early pioneer preservationists
began negotiations with BR in 1959 and
started clearing vegetation. In 1960 they
formed the Welshpool and Llanfair Light

TOUCH
CONTINENTAL
CENTRALWALES TRADITIONWITH THE
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Railway Preservation Company Limited and
leased the line from BR at the end of 1962.
Beyer Peacock 0-6-0T No. 1 (822) The Earl
had returned the previous year after overhaul
and storage at Oswestry but unfortunately all
original passenger carriages were scrapped
by the GWR. The Admiralty came to the
rescue with surplus carriages and wagons
from its 2ft 6in gauge Chattenden & Upnor
Railway in Kent. Their provision enabled
passenger services to begin on April 6, 1963,
on the stretch between Llanfair Caereinion
and Castle Caereinion. TheWLLR therefore
became the second preservation company

after the Bluebell Railway to take over a line
from BR and run it.
However, Welshpool Borough Council
decided to extend a car park in the town and
build a bypass, which was considered more
important than the railway. Accordingly, the
town section was shut off, terminating the line
at its present station at Raven Square.
The entire heritage line nearly shut again
in 1964 due to serious floods damaging the
River Banwy bridge. This time round, it was
the Royal Engineers and generous donations
that came to the rescue, enabling the railway
to stay open.

In 1972, the line reopened to the roadside
halt of Sylfaen, giving a run of five miles
from Llanfair Caereinion. Two years later,
the complete line was purchased from BR for
£8000.
The steepest section of the line between
Sylfaen andWelshpool Raven Square over
the 1-in-29 Golfa Bank was yet to be tackled.
Finally, on July 18, 1981, passenger services
returned to Welshpool, giving a ride of
8.5 miles, the new Raven Square terminus
station building coming from Eardisley
in Herefordshire.
Due to its comparatively unusual gauge of 2ft
6in, little stock was available within the UK,
but more from the 760mm European networks
became obtainable. Accordingly, the railway
has adopted an outward-looking attitude to
the world and foreign railways. In 1968 several
attractive balcony-ended carriages were
donated by the Zillertalbahn in Austria.
There are twinning arrangements with the
Puffing Billy Preservation Society in Australia,
the Alishan Forest Railway in Taiwan,
and Taiwan Sugar Corporation. Various
carriages have come from Taiwan, Zillertal
and Hungary and locomotives from Taiwan
and France; presently on loan is No. 2 from
the Zillertalbahn, with which it has a close
working relationship.
One of the most interesting developments
on the carriage side has been the building of
the three Pickering carriages by the Ffestiniog
Railway at Boston Lodge Works, filling a huge
gap in the line’s history.
All third class, they are Brake/Composites
Nos. 6338 and 6466 and All Third Saloon
No. 4154. The originals were built by RY
Pickering of Wishaw, North Lanarkshire, in
1902 and scrapped by the GWR in 1936.

“At Welshpool, early pioneer preservationists began
negotiations with BR in 1959 and started clearing
vegetation. In 1960 they formed the Welshpool and
Llanfair Light Railway Preservation Company Limited.”

VisitingAustrianUclass0-6-2TNo. 2ZillertalpassesHeniarthonSeptember5.

The last trainof thedaywithmixed stock fromHungary, TaiwanandAustriadepartsCastleCaereinionbehind
TheEarlonAugust 29.
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Although replicas, they make a beautiful
sight when paired with either of the line’s two
original locomotives.

Afleet fromnearand far
Heading a fairly extensive stock fleet,
the most famous locomotives are the two
originals – Nos. 822 (1) The Earl and 823 (2)
Countess – named after the Earl and Countess
of Powis due to the Earl’s support for the
construction of the railway.
Both were built by Beyer Peacock at Gorton
Foundry, Manchester, in 1902 and were
delivered new to the line. Their design is
strong and compact to cope with the gradients
of the line on which they have competently
performed throughout their working life.
Oswestry Works played an important part
overhauling them throughout their working
life but also in safeguarding their preservation
and future. After the WLLR’s closure in 1956,
BR area manager Oliver Veltom kept them in
safe storage at the works before they returned
to the line in the 1960s.
Since then several full overhauls have taken
place in the workshops at Llanfair Caereinion,
including the fitting of new cylinders and
boilers.
The Earl was withdrawn in 2018 and has
recently returned to service after overhaul
at the Vale of Rheidol’s workshops in
Aberystwyth. It previously was outshopped in
BR black but has returned in GW green livery,
which it has not carried for many years.
It has a new stainless smokebox and ashpan.
There is talk of refitting the Lempor exhaust
to increase steaming further and reduce
coal consumption.
Countess has recently retired and is awaiting
works after its 10-year boiler ticket ran out

earlier this year. There are no immediate
plans to return it to steam, to allow the future
costs of major overhauls to be staggered.
Zillertal No.2 is the other currently working
locomotive. One of two U class 0-6-2Ts built
by Krauss & Co in 1900 for the opening of the
Zillertalbahn, it has similarity to the WLLR
whereby it is yet another original locomotive
built for the line it ran on.
After overhaul in Austria, No. 2 was
returned to steam in 2019 and soon after
arrived on the WLLR, entering service the
same year. It fits very well hauling the genuine
Zillertalbahn wooden balcony carriages
which arrived during the 1960s and 1970s.
The next locomotive returning to steam will
be No. 10 Sir Drefaldwyn, which is nearing
the end of a long overhaul inside the works
at Llanfair. It was built as an 0-8-0 by Société
Franco-Belge at Raismes, France, in 1944
during the Second World War for the German
Military Railways. After the conflict, it ran
on several lines in Austria and in 1957 was
rebuilt by the Styrian Government Railways
as an 0-8-0T, improving its appearance
considerably.
Arriving on the WLLR in 1969, its power,
adhesive weight and short wheelbase make
it ideal for the line, enabling it to pull the
heaviest trains.
Its overhaul started in 2014 and will be to a
higher standard than when built; it is now at a
very advanced stage.
New water tanks have been fabricated, the
wheels are awaiting their motion, cylinder
liners are in, the boiler and firebox are nearly
ready, and with a fair wind work could be
completed by spring 2022. The name Sir
Drefaldwyn is not heraldic but Welsh for the
County of Montgomery.

Bagnall 0-4-4-0TMonarch inside the shedmuseum
atWelshpoolonAugust29.

Above:No. 822TheEarlhas just arrived,while
No. 7ChattendenandNo. 823Countessareposed
at Llanfair Caereinionduringamini transportgala
eventonSeptember5.

On the footplateof recently restoredTheEarl,
showing thehigh standardofworkand thenew
fireboxbrickarch.
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Three locomotives not currently operational
are stored safely inside the extended shed
at Welshpool.
No. 12 Joan, an 0-6-2T built by Kerr Stuart,
Stoke on Trent, in 1927 for a sugar cane
company in Antigua, West Indies, has, after
repatriation and two overhauls, provided
sterling work on the line.
No. 6Monarch, a Meyer 0-4-4-0T built in
1953 by W.G. Bagnall of Stafford, was the
last narrow gauge steam locomotive to be
built for industrial service in Britain. It was
supplied new to Bowater Lloyd’s paper mills at
Sittingbourne, Kent, and arrived at Welshpool
in 1966. Having recently undergone a
cosmetic overhaul, it is intact but it is
uncertain if it will ever run again. The railway
remains open to offers for its restoration.
No. 14, ex-Sierra Leone Railway No.85,
a Hunslet 2-6-2T built in 1954, is an ideal
locomotive for the line due to its short fixed
wheelbase and flexible pony trucks. In 1975 it
was nearly lost to the scrappers after closure
of its railway but was saved and repatriated,
and first entered service in 1978. After
working out its last boiler ticket in 2010, it
was withdrawn from service and now needs a
new boiler. No 10 is now at the Vale of Rheidol
Railway, being stripped down for estimates for
its return to steam.

To say Barclay 0-4-0T No. 8 Dougal is
different would be an understatement. Built
in 1946 for the Provan Gasworks of Glasgow
Corporation, its diminutive design was
specifically for the restricted height there.
Rescued from scrap in 1961, it arrived on
the railway in 1969 and steamed many times.
Withdrawn in 2018 for significant boiler
repairs, it travelled to Taiwan that year for
the twinning agreement with Taiwan Sugar
Corporation and was able to steam under
reduced pressure of 80psi.
The WLLR also has several diesels. Diema
0-6-0DM No. 17 is a 230hp locomotive
built at the Diephulzer Works near Bremen,

Germany, in 1979 for the Taiwan Sugar
Corporation, where it became its No. 175. It
arrived at the WLLR in 2004.
Drewry 0-6-0DM No. 7 Chattenden is
mainly used for engineering trains and is
currently part of the railway’s fundraising
appeal for overhaul. Ex-Admiralty armament
depot flameproof Hunslet 0-4-0DM No. 11
Ferret fulfils the role of yard shunter.
Three other items of rolling stock are railcar
No. 9150 ‘The Wasp’, reputedly very noisy and
used for trackwork; a tamper acquired from
the gold mines in South Africa; and inside the
museum at Llanfair Caereinion is Wickham
trolley Type 8S Works No. 2904 of 1940,
built to speed up maintenance works. It was
rescued in 1967 by two members who were
interested in motorcycles, especially because it
has a JAP engine – these having been used not
only for motorcycles but also for early aircraft.
Three Royal Naval Ordnance Depot vans
that were in the private collection of Vale of
Rheidol chairman Rob Gambrill have been
purchased, and they arrived on the railway
in 2019. Two have been stripped of their
rotten timber to the frames in preparation for
restoration. The one in the carriage shed is of
more interest, coming from the Royal Naval
Armaments Depot at Dean Hill on the border
of Hampshire and Wiltshire. It retains its
sliding roof used for lowering in armaments
like bombs and sea mines.
On the trackwork and infrastructure side,
the railway has recently acquired three
industrial units alongside the car park at
Llanfair to allow for expanding staff and
visitor facilities. Presently they house the
railway’s archive and gradually developing
museum ‘Llanfair Connections’.

Fine tuning for the future
In 2019, the WLLR received £89,000 of
funding from the Welsh Government’s
Tourism Amenity Investment Support for
improvements under the better access and
attractions scheme.
At Llanfair, two electric vehicle charging
points have been installed for visitors,

“One of the most interesting
developments on the
carriage side has been
the building of the three
Pickering carriages by the
Ffestiniog Railway at Boston
LodgeWorks, filling a huge
gap in the line’s history.“

No.10SirDrefaldwyn inside theLlanfairworkshops
withnewand restoredwater tanksonAugust29.

Oneof the three recently acquiredRNADwagons
inside the carriage shedat Llanfair.Note the sliding
roof for armaments tobe lowered inside.

Aprivateownerwagonbeautifully restored inside
the carriage shedat Llanfair.

On thebench inside theworkshops is the steam
manifoldofSirDrefaldwyn.

TheEarlarrives atCastle
CaereiniononAugust29.
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conveniently located halfway between
Shropshire and the Welsh coast. This
installation complements a recently-
completed environmental programme at
the railway, including the installation of
solar panels, improving recycling facilities,
reducing use of single-use plastics in the
tearoom, LED light conversion to reduce
electricity consumption, and composting.
Cyfronydd station will benefit with the
reinstatement of a siding, allowing the
stabling of goods trains and installation of
a replica livestock ramp that was once there
and would make the line look more like the
original rural railway. The grounded LNWR
brake van used as the station shelter will be
cosmetically restored in the process.
Groundworks have started at Sylfaen Halt,
with the reinstatement of a previously-
removed passing loop. There will be a restored
passenger shelter and information boards
nearby. This is a popular place for motorists
to pull into the layby alongside the A458
to watch the trains, breaking journeys to
the coast.
At Raven Square, the display and storage
sheds have been extended, doubling
its covered space for rolling stock. The
funding enables safe public access and will
enable future undercover exhibitions. The
Welsh language is prominent across the
improvement programme and all new signage
will be bilingual to emphasise the railway’s
roots in the community.
Many years ago a new eastern terminus in
the grounds of Powys Castle was suggested,
but commercially there are no grounds for
it. All it would do would be to increase the
railway’s running costs and add an extra
40 minutes on the journey time for little
financial reward; there are lots of downs but
very few ups, so this is a non-starter.
Covid-19 has made all railways think
seriously about their operations and the
WLLR is no exception; its aim is to continue
successfully running services and raising its
game accordingly, with a slight revamp. There
is a 50/50 split of passengers between English

and Welsh; most are holidaymakers and
daytrippers but serious complications arise
over marketing.
The railway is easily accessible from the
West Midlands conurbation, but serious
competition is presented by the Severn Valley
Railway.
People’s expectations and standards
nowadays are generally higher than they used
to be; a simple train ride is not enough, so
the aim is to provide more on-train services.
The railway operates popular fish-and-chips
evening specials and plans to expand its
offering of picnic hampers and afternoon teas.
Seating in the first-class carriage is popular,
and trains throughout the day are generally
well loaded. Pre-booking is preferable and full

details of tickets and experiences can be found
at https://wllr.org.uk
There are wonderful views from the train
overlooking the Banwy valley, especially
standing on the verandas – there are not
many railways where you can do this in
the UK.
Despite the Covid difficulties, the WLLR
has balanced its books after a stable year
with funding help and grants. Five staff are
permanently employed – two in the workshop
and three in operations, infrastructure and
administrative roles. With its roots deep
in the past, it would be difficult to find an
original railway carrying passengers over the
majority of its route after the withdrawal of
passenger trains in 1931.

Above:Amapof theWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway.

Left: Thehigh standardofworkmanship inside the replicaPickering carriages.

TheEarlabout todepartWelshpoolwith the last trainof thedayonSeptember5.

Recently acquired industrial units at Llanfair
Caereinion,withelectric car chargingpointsoutside.
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STAR LETTER

MUCH railway talk seems to be about the return to
service of the Adams LSWRT3 4-4-0 at Swanage.Will
we see it again in the splendidVictorian livery as it
came in from the National Railway Museum, or will it
be as the other half a dozen or so LSWR locomotives
given a BR paint job?

At the same time the NRM released a second
locomotive to the Foxfield Railway, a splendid
North Staffordshire Railway engine in New L class
0-6-2T No. 2 (LMS No. 2271).

Should it ever steam again, it could form a
complete early NSR train when coupled to the
Knotty NSR carriages – a bonus for the heritage
sector.

The Isle of Wight Steam Railway has achieved
such a train of four-wheelers and can complete
it with not one but two appropriate engines: a
Stroudley LBSCR ‘Terrier’and an Adams 02 giving
an 1890s vintage train, although it carries a 1923
Southern Railway livery. The Bluebell Railway also
has four carriages – two LBSCR and two London,
Chatham & Dover Railway – which often work
with LBSCR locomotives.

Now maybe is the time to harvest some wood-
bodied bungalows and chicken sheds as there are
four new-build locomotive on the stocks, starting

with the most advanced, the NER G5, followed by
the GER F5, then the LNWR George the Fifth, and
the MSLR 4-4-0 being built by the 567 group, not
forgetting Tyseley’s ‘Bloomer’of 1851.

Who knows – one day the Bluebell may present
us with its Cravens coaches that it has in store.

The Lancashire & Yorkshire ‘Ironclad’ looks great
in its Green Dragon livery at the Keighley and
Worth Valley Railway. However, I am sure I am not
the only one who wonders why it will be returned
to BR black at the end of the season and not given
its Victorian L&Y livery as Barton Wright would
have seen it.

There are only two that can carry this splendid
livery, and the Class 27 is nearly always disguised
as a BR engine.

So give us all a treat, come on – do it for
Yorkshire. They don’t just make tea, you know.

Yet again, there are far too many historic
locomotives hidden under a coat of BR black
paint and not displaying their Victorian-
Edwardian magnificence. Stop disguising all
our early locomotives as BR and restore them to
their earliest livery, giving the heritage sector a
complete history of the railways.

DerrickMartin,Hornchurch,Essex

More pre-Grouping trains
should be recreated
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Tyseley
Locomotive
Works’new-build
LNWR ‘Bloomer’
2-2-2No. 670
onAugust12.
Theprojectwas
started in1986
and thereare
hopes tohave
it completed in
time for it togo
ondisplayat the
newBirmingham
HighSpeed2
terminusat
CurzonStreet
when it opens
(seepage44).
ROBIN JONES

ISSUE 283 is as excellent
as ever. However, I am
somewhat bewildered by
the photograph on page 77
in the feature of the Cholsey
&Wallingford Railway. I’m
not sure about the car, which was
described as a 1947 Standard 8.

It looks very much like an Austin 10
I once owned; the only difference is
in the sloping back window. I have a
large collection of car photographs,
but not much on Standards –

s

THANKYOU forpublishingmy letter
regardingWarDepartment2-10-0No. 3672
DameVeraLynnat theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway in issue283containingmyquerieson
theoutcomeof the16GreekWDs.
Here is a reply from Jason Zorzos, a Greek

locomotive expert.
“No. 953was never a‘standby reserve’

after thewithdrawal of steam locomotives.
“The ones thatwere are Nos. 960 (later

DameVera Lynn), 962, 966, 964 and
No. 525; working in pairs theywere used
for snowploughing in northern Greece and
that is why theywere kept in running order.
“Of course, as time passed therewas less

need for keeping themall for such duties.
“The five still surviving do so because

when theywere all suggested to be
scrapped, traction engineer Christodoulos
Christodoulou, the founder and director
of the Greek RailwayMuseum,managed
to exclude these four plus other steam
locomotives fromother types. His reasoning
was that Nos. 962 and 964will remain in
northernGreece for snowploughing and
possible tourist services; No. 955will stay
inThessaloniki for spares for the other two;
andNo. 958will remain in Athens for the
railwaymuseum. Note that Nos. 955 and
958were not that bad at the time.
“Mr Christodoulou himself faced intense

resistance and undermining for creating a
railwaymuseumand for keeping the rolling
stock others considered useless.You have to
understand that, especially then, the term
‘heritage railway’did not exist withinOSE
(Hellenic State Railways), with the exception
of a handful of people (ormaybe less),
and the fact that such a request had never
happened before did not help either.
“Of course, when the time came for

the locomotives to be scrapped, the
standard procedurewas followed and they
were scrapped.
“Finally, the locomotives scrapped in

1984 to 1985were all except the ones still
existing and, if I remember correctly, one
tender thatwas scrapped later.”

RoyWolstencroft,
Skirlough,

East Riding of Yorkshire

Vintage
car query

perhaps somebody could give me
some clarification?

DJSmith,
EastWinch,King’sLynn,Norfolk.

The fateofDame
VeraLynn’s sister
locomotives

AnAustin10–very similar toa
Standard8.DJ SMITH COLLECTION
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Where is the Wells
Harbour line’s first
locomotive now?
REGARDING the News item is issue 281 concerning the possible closure of the
Wells Harbour Railway, it would be sad indeed if this little line was to close.

While the railway is diesel-hauled today, when on holiday in April 1998
I came upon the railway for the first time, and on that day it was steam-
hauled.

Here is a picture of the pretty little engine which bore the name Edmund
Hannay and which was hauling the train that day.

I know nothing about the engine, and have often wondered who built it
and where it is today, 23 years later.

JohnTRhead,Bromsgrove,Worcestershire

�EdmundHannay isacoal-fired0-4-2Tbuilt in1972byNorfolkengineerDavid
King,with the intentionof itbeing takentosteamfairs. Itwas theoriginalengineon
theWellsHarbourRailwaywhen itopened inJuly1976.
It was sold in 2011 andwas then used on theminiature railway at

Knebworth House and then the VanstoneWoodland Railway. It is now at
the HastingsMiniature Railway. Earlier this year, it underwent extensive
maintenance in theworkshops at the Eastleigh Lakeside Railway during a visit
there – Editor

Celebrating itshalf centenarynext year, here is 0-4-2TEdmundHanney in
actionon theWellsHarbourRailway in1998. JOHN T RHEAD

ITREALLYwasgreat tosee in issue
284of thereturnofvisitors toour
heritage lines this summer. Ithas
been interestingtoseethedifferent
approaches takenbyvarious lines.
Wehadaholiday inWestYorkshire

this August last andof coursewhile
theredidourbest to combinedays
outwith trips onnearbyheritage
lines.
What a contrastwe found.We

wanted to visit BoltonAbbey, so
whatbetter than todrive toEmbsay,
leave the car, goby train thenhave
agoodwalk up to the abbey?
Unfortunately thiswasnot

possible as itwas allowingonly
pre-booked stays on the train
and round trips. Butwhenwe
thought a visit to theKeighley&
WorthValleymight be aniceday,
onenquiringwe found it tobe
runningasnormal – turnup, buy
your ticket, get out andhave awalk
and catchwhichever trainback you

like. Itwasn’t crowded, andpeople
were very sensible andkept their
distance.
Needless to say, I’mafraid the

WorthValleywonout as trips
toheritage lines arenot always
welcomedbypartners anddogs if
youare confined to the carriage for
thewhole trip.
To round off our holidaywe

had a fantastic chance encounter
with Tornado hauling a special
over RibbleheadViaduct whenwe
were outwalking there; themagic
never fades!Wonderfulmag – I
would love to seemore on railway
structures if possible.

Bring backMotorail
Onanother tack, having just
completedagruelling7½-hour
Yorkshire tripby road, I am left
wonderingas towhateverhappened
to the cardrive-on train service that
I amsure I rememberBRproviding

back in theday. Iwould love touse
sucha thing toputmycaron, like
theChannelTunnel service. Iwonder
why thishasnotbeen revived.
Thinkof theemissions savedand
the stress-free journey to thenorth,
Scotland,west andso forthwithall
those cars carriedonone train.
With all the controversy

surrounding the Stonehenge
tunnel build, youwould think that
a true alternative for all the holiday
traffic would be explored.
It is hardly surprising that the

tunnel scheme there has drawn so
much opprobriumgiven the usual
subtleway of doing things – only
look at the bridge infill shown in
your news pages – lovely job!
So come on train companies –

give us a better way to staycation
than that long and hectic car
journey please.

PBeckett,
Worthing,West Sussex

Turn-up-and-gocan still be safe –andwin customers

Steam engines
are the purpose
– not the means
IFTHE cap fits, the following is aimed at you.
When railway preservationists drove down
to Barry in the early 1970s they weren’t
thinking,“We want to run a tourist attraction,
make loads of money, and we need a steam
engine to achieve it...”

Much more likely they were thinking,
“We need to buy engines while they still
exist, how are we going to raise the funds,
and where the hell are we going to put
the thing...?”

I don’t need to re-tell the Barry story nor
the early preservation movement’s trials
and tribulations here now. It is enough
to ask to consider the subtle difference
between the two mindsets in light of the
title of this letter.

As a preservationist myself, I read and
experience with dismay the decisions
made on our behalf by ‘Johnny come
lately management’and the expressed
sentiment that ‘our railway is a multi-
million-pound entertainments business
and as such, 15-40 paid employees is the
going rate’.

Okay, this management may very well
love trains as much as I do, and they
will no doubt have better management
credentials than myself, but they are
missing the point.

Acknowledge it please, before you do
even more damage – you’ve got it the
wrong way round, hence your deficient
decision-making.

Yes, we have to run a safe and proper
railway. Yes, the bills have to be paid.
But you are not running a conventional
business nor a job creation scheme. And
stop alienating your volunteers.

NigelBarnes,
Poynton,Cheshire



East Midlands Steam
1950-1966
ByPeterTuffrey (GreatNorthern
Books,hardback,128pp,£19.99,
ISBN978-1-914227-05-9).
IT IS almost
impossible to read
this book without
its 200 black-and-
white and colour
photographs
being a constant
reminder
that steam
locomotives
were, first and
foremost, workhorses, writes Geoff
Courtney.The East Midlands was an
industrial landscape, and as such images
of former LMS and LNER engines and BR
Standards share the pages with colliery,
power station, steel, quarry, ironworks
and coking plant motive power.

Among the Standards is a regular
diet of Class 9F 2-10-0s, including
Crosti-boilered examples, but at
the other end of the chronological
timetable vintage is to be found,
offering a stark visual contrast to
the late steam era. One such is LMS
Class 2F 0-6-0 No. 58148 seen at
three locations – twice in 1962, and
on Coalville shed in December 1963,
by which time it was 87 years old. An
example of Victorian engineering still

HERE is a stunning volume that presents a new
and fresh look at world railway history through
130 examples of the National Railway Museum’s
collection of more than a million engineers’drawings,
held in its archives atYork, writes Robin Jones.

Every form of modern transport began
with a blueprint, whereby engineers drew
in exceptionally meticulous detail what they
planned to build. This hefty volume presents a
pageant of locomotives, carriages and wagons,
along with stations, bridges and tunnels from
the earliest times.

Many of these drawings are works of art
in themselves, beginning with a Stockton &
Darlington Railway dandy cart of 1825 that
carried horses in wagons when the line opened.

Turn over the page and one can only gasp at
the 1803 drawing by Richard Trevithick of his
tram engine. We don’t know whether this one
was ever built, and if so, it could well have been
the world’s first steam railway locomotive; the
blueprint looks remarkably similar to the one
that the Cornish mining engineer, who was born
250 years ago, successfully demonstrated on
the Pen-y-darren Tramroad at Merthyr Tydfil the
following year.

At the start of the volume is a time chart in
the shape of a railway track, taking the reader

through major railway milestones, from the
Cumbrian mine waggonways built by Austrian
immigrants in 1560-70 to the unveiling of
Peppercorn A1 Pacific No. 60163 Tornado on
August 1, 2008.

The splendidly reproduced drawings include
Stephenson’s Rocket, Liverpool & Manchester
Railway Planets, Britain’s most numerous class
of locomotive ever built – the LNWR’s John
Ramsbottom DX goods 0-6-0s, of which 943
were outshopped between 1858 and 1874, the
GNR Stirling Single, the LBSCR ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0T,
the LMS Midland Compound 4-4-0, and, of
course, Flying Scotsman, coverage of which takes
several pages, including the book’s tri-fold page
pull-out.

The drawings do not stop at steam. They cover
diesels, including the Deltics and electrics up to
the Advanced Passenger Train, and the Intercity
125, which is impressively covered by exploded
3D diagram. The ill-fated 1970s experimental
tracked hovercraft, the prototype of which is
now permanently fixed above the entrance to
Railworld at Peterborough, is also covered.

The remit of this fascinating volume is by
no means confined to Britain. A sizeable
section on the Railway Workshop of the World
reproduces drawings from pioneer locomotives

abroad, such as the US Camden & Amboy
Railroad’s John Bull, the German Der Adler, the
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Sharp Stewart Bs
and the Imperial Railways of Japan’s D9 class.

Another section looks at locomotives and
stock built for global conflicts, such as the
ROD 2-8-0s and Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0STs,
along with a Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
ambulance train’s pharmacy car and railway
station air raid shelters.

Architects’ and engineers’ drawings for several
fabled structures, such as Box Tunnel, the Sankey
Viaduct, Derby works, Forth Bridge, Waterloo
station and Manchester Piccadilly and others,
are faithfully reproduced.

The cover price may at first seem high, but the
volume is worth its weight in gold. Compare the
price to the cost of a train ticket to York to spend
the day looking at originals in the NRM’s search
engine: here you get to keep them and study at
your leisure for ever more.

The big challenge is to pick up and browse this
volume and then claim minutes later that you
haven’t learned much new about railways.
MAGNIFICENT FRESHVIEW OF RAIL HISTORY

ByChristopherValkoinen (hardback,NationalRailwayMuseum/Thames&Hudson,
306pp,£50, ISBN978-0-500-02167-5).

Railways: AHistory
inDrawings

doing the work it was built for in the
modern age.

An intriguing photograph shows
another contrast in locomotive
design at Essendine on the East Coast
Main Line in 1958. Standing at the
northern end of the station are an
unidentified LNER 0-6-2T from Class
N5 which was introduced in 1891,
and nearby on the adjacent line A4
No. 60025 Falcon on a freight train.

Both are taking on water, and one
can only speculate why the Gresley
Pacific, which would have been much
more at home storming through
the station on a passenger train,
would have had to stop at Essendine
for water. On the afternoon ‘Scotch
goods’express freight from King’s
Cross to Edinburgh Niddrie, perhaps?

Another freight anomaly depicts 9F
No. 92113 at Millers Dale station in
1963, its 39,670lb ft of tractive effort
utterly wasted on the three wagons
and guard’s van it is hauling, but J39
class No. 64749 beats even that with
just a guard’s van at Ruddington in
the Nottinghamshire countryside, on
June 20, 1961. The 0-6-0 is scuttling
past a platelayers’hut which, despite
it being a summer’s day, has smoke
emitting from the chimney.

Some 40 miles from this rural
tranquillity is the market town of
Retford, and among a selection

of images of steam there is a
photograph of the former Great
Central Railway shed (36E) on June
17, 1962. That was a Sunday, and
so the scene captured by Geoff
Warnes is of a yard literally bursting
at the seams with row upon row of
steam engines. Being essentially a
freight depot, there probably wasn’t
a named locomotive among them
– but that wouldn’t have deterred
any trainspotter who was fortunate
enough to be there that day.

Being a book about East Midlands’
steam, LMS, LNER, and Standard
locomotives dominate, but there is a
GWR interloper, No. 6990Witherslack
Hall,which was photographed by J P
Wilson passing through Nottingham
Arkwright Street –“nearest station
to Trent Bridge cricket and football
grounds”, proclaims the running-in
board – in June 1948. The 4-6-0 was
heading the 10am Marylebone to
Manchester London Road express
as part of the 1948 exchange
trials, and behind the tender is a
venerable North Eastern Railway
dynamometer car.

The book may be about the
twilight years of steam, but the old
shows it still had a role to play in the
mid-20th century.
STEAMMEMORIES OF AN
INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE

Country Railway Routes:
Alnmouth to Alnwick,
Coldstream and Berwick
ByRogerDarsleyandDennisLovett
(hardback,MiddletonPress,96pp,
£18.95, ISBN978-1-910356-59-3).
HERE is a
companion
volume to the
Alnmouth to
Berwick book by
the same authors,
reviewed in our
last issue.The big
difference is that
as opposed to a
section of the East
Coast Main Line, here is a very winding
route through a remote rural area which
lost its passenger services in theThirties
and its freight two decades later.

The main heritage interest here
is that part of the Alnwick branch
is being slowly rebuilt as the Aln
Valley Railway, which is discussed
in detail with a plethora of archive
black-and-white photographs of
locomotives like D40s, J39s and
K1s in action during the steam era
alongside the modern-day Alnwick
Lionheart operation. And wasn’t
Alnwick’s covered station, which
opened on September 5, 1887,
truly magnificent?

OFF THE SHELF

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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THIS publication deserves
perseverance for at first sight it may
not strike many railway chords, writes
Geoff Courtney. As the compiler
Kevin Robertson acknowledges in
his introduction, the name of Paul
Hocquard, whose photographs from
the 1960s fill the book’s 80 pages,
will probably not be one that comes
readily to mind, and little is known of
him.

In addition, some of the images
are not dated, and occasionally
the locations or locomotives
aren’t identified, the reason being
that when the collection was
acquired by the book’s publisher,
it wasn’t accompanied by a list or
a catalogue. As Kevin notes: “Other
than sometimes where the location
is known to the compiler, there is no
information as to where and when.”

But stick with it, for Paul Hocquard
had an eye for not only the
locomotives in his viewfinder, but
also the periphery that is so easy

to miss or may not be considered
important. Thus, one of the first
images is of trainspotters, one
of whose shirt tails are hanging
out in true spotter style, on a
bridge overlooking a railway
line. No location, no date, and no
locomotive – but nostalgia in one
black-and-white photograph.

There’s another of a grimy and
unidentifiable 0-6-0PT working
hard against a gradient on a rural
embankment somewhere in
England or Wales, above the George
Inn pub that appears to have seen
better days but is really the focal
point of the image.

There’s a full-page classic of the
Bath Green Park station cat sitting
confidently in the middle of a wide
platform and who, writes Kevin,
“seems totally unfazed by the
goings on, neither passengers,
trains nor the abundant smell
of lamp oil behind is a problem.”
There’s the water-softening

facilities at Brighton shed,
redundant coaches awaiting
scrapping at Wolverton (“or is it
Verney Junction?”asks Kevin),
cows ambling across a farmyard
level crossing at Carmont, north
of Dundee, and Charlie, BR’s
last railway shunting horse, at
Newmarket in 1967.

Locomotive enthusiasts need
not despair, however, for there’s
plenty to quench their thirst for
steam. The range is satisfyingly
wide, from No. 7018 Drysllwyn
Castle at Paddington, No. 34086
219 Squadron on a freight train
believed to have been taken near
Micheldever, and No. 60031 Golden
Plover (and Scammell Scarab
‘mechanical horse’) in an unknown
yard, to an unidentified pannier
tank at Lydney and LMS 2-6-2T
No. 41293 at Eastleigh.

Overall, it was obviously the
surroundings as much as the
locomotives that caught Paul

Hocquard’s eye. Examples are a
‘Passengers must not cross the line
except by means of the footbridge’
sign at Princes Risborough as a five-
coach steam-hauled train heads
into the distance, a lineside Strongs
Brewery of Romsey advertisement
hoarding, and diminutive
youngsters looking up in awe at
Royal Scot No. 46158 The Loyal
Regiment (date and shed unknown).

“Paul Hocquard had an eye for an
image that most of us mere mortals
could not comprehend,”writes
Kevin.

“How many ever considered
including the everyday tasks
involved in running the railway, be
that in the running shed, on the
platform or in the signal box?”
FINAL DAYS OF STEAM FROM A
DIFFERENT ANGLE

PhotographsbyPaulHocquard, selectedbyKevinRobertson (TotemPublishing,hardback,80pp,£12.50
plus£1p&p,chequespayable toTransportTreasuryPublishing,16HighworthClose,HighWycombeHP13
7PJ, ISBN978-1-913893-04-0).

TheFinalDecade

We learn about one railway that
came before the rest here, in the form
of the Shilbottle Colliery Railway, a
waggonway which ran from 1809
until the 1840s.
LOCAL RAIL HISTORY AT ITS
FINEST

Western Steam 2022
Calendar
(STEAM–Museumof theGreat
WesternRailway,www.steam-
museum.org.uk, tel: 01793466626,
£7.50).
ANY
product
that
features
award-
winning
new-build
GWR 4-6-0
No. 2999 LadyofLegendon its cover has
to be a winner from the start, and so this
calendar most definitely is.

Accomplished lineside
photographer Richard Bell
has supplied 13 previously-
unpublished magnificent views
of GWR locomotives in action on
both heritage railways and the
national network.

The calendar folds out to a pair of
A4 pages, with much spare to write
on each date.
HOPING FOR A GWR GREENYEAR

ATraveller’s Guide to
TheWelshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
(Softback,Welshpool&LlanfairLight
Railway,12MaesGwyn,Llanfair

Caereinion,PowysSY210BD,40pp,
£4plus£2.50
postage).
FOLLOWING on
from JohnTitlow’s
feature on p90-95,
here is a superb
glossy A4-sized
value-for-money
and fully-revised
guide to the line,
complete with
many new images from a variety of
lineside photographers.

As well as detailed maps of the
route, there is a superb centre-spread
gradient profile and also a picture
feature of the line before preservation
and in the first 20 years of the
heritage era.

It stands up well as a ready
reference book as well as a
travel guide.
GUIDEWITH ATTITUDE

GlasgowbyTram
ByJohnHume(softback,Stenlake
PublishingLimited,01290551122,
www.stenlake.co.uk,57pp,£11.95,
ISBN978-1-84033-901-7).
JOHN Hume, respected industrial
historian, academic and former inspector
of historic monuments in Scotland, has
delved into his photographic archives to
take readers on a journey of delight into
a Glasgow that still had its soul and its
famous trams.

A young John cycled, with his camera,
across the city in the years before the last
tram ran in 1962 to record a world that
was swept away by the planners just
as soon as they could scrap the trams,
a process which John laments in his
heartfelt introduction.

With colour covers and superb
full page black-and-white pictures
between them, John depicts the trams
on cobbled streets of tenements,
with myriads of small local shops, too,
and with cars, commercials, buses
and trolleybuses keeping the trams
company.

This is
not just
a record
of the
Glasgow
trams
in their
dying years, but a record of a city that
has disappeared, and, in John’s opinion,
been replaced by nothing better.

If you knew Glasgow and its
wonderful trams, then this is for you:
if you didn’t, it’s just the ticket to take
you back in time when Coronations,
Cunarders and Standard trams ruled the
city streets.
TRAMTRIP BACK IN TIME

Steamcalendar2022
(ChimeWhistlePublishing,www.
chimewhistle.co.uk,£10plus£2.95
postagetoUK).
NEVER mind the splendid reproduction
of its photographs – the A3 size of this
wire-bound 14-page calendar makes it
worth every penny several times over.

A page is devoted to each month and
is dominated by a single large colour
heritage-era image, below which there
is space to
write on
each day.
Tornado,
King
Edward II,
Leander,

KinletHalland more are all displayed
in superb detail, to be savoured all the
year round.
SUPERBPHOTOGRAPHY

SouthYorkshireRailways
ByAndrewWalkerandJohnWalker
(softback,AmberleyPublishing,
96pp,£15.99, ISBN978-1-44569-
828-1) .

FOCUSING on the modern-day period
from the 1970s to the present day, this
colour album nonetheless features
many locations
that have
succumbed to
the march of time,
along with BR and
its blue-liveried
diesels.

Most of this
change is down
to the demise
of the coal
pits that brought prosperity to the
region fromVictorian times onwards
and engendered the growth of the
ironmaking industry and a network of
railways competing to serve both.

The transformation of landscapes
that we all took for granted for so long
is remarkable, and the many previously-
unpublished photographs in this
volume serve as a fascinating record of
the everyday that will never return.
MODERNTRANSPORTTIME
CAPSULE
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WORDSEARCH COMPETITION

Chance to win

Here at Heritage Railway we’ve got some
superb books whichmust be won...
these top railway titles could be yours.

Just to the right you’ll see our wordsearch grid... and
beneath that are 16 questions. Simply look through
the adverts on the opposite page (103) and there
you’ll find the answers to those questions.

Mark those answers on the grid – they could be
written forwards or backwards, horizontally or
vertically.

Once completed please send the answer form
(photocopies are accepted) to Heritage Railway,
Wordsearch Competition, Mortons Media Group Ltd,
PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JZ.

Closing date is November 5, 2021.

The winners will be chosen at random and
contacted.

1ST PRIZE –
The Encyclopaedia of 21st Century Signal Boxes – Published by Platform 5
A Cumbrian Railway Album – Published by Cumbrian Railways Association
British Railways DVD – Produced by Strike Force Entertainment
2ND PRIZE –
Harold Gasson’s Steam Days – Published by Goodall
LYD – Published by Ffestiniog andWelsh Highland Railways
3RD PRIZE -
Trains of the Isle of Man – Published by Lily Publications

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

Email:

■ There are no cash alternatives available.
The winners will be the first names drawn at random from those who
answer the wordsearch correctly.
Terms and conditions apply.
To view the privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of
Heritage Railway) please visitwww.mortons.co.uk/privacy

a great read

1. This small family business is located in
what type of building?

2. The modeller’s choice since 19....?
3. Whose postcode is CA7 9AL?
4. What have Graffeg lost in England

andWales?
5. What is now open again under new

ownership?
6. Which coastal cruise will take you

45minutes?
7. Which hotel is in the Isle of Man?
8. Get £25 off by arriving how?

9. Members of the LYR society can access
12,000 of these...

10. Online, this is just a?

11. Made in which country since 1899?

12. Which company publishesWestern
Venture?

13. Which Group provides a safe, reliable
and cost-effective partnership?

14. View Stations FromThe?

15. Buy and sell what with Mid-Rail?

16. Howmanydays to get around Scotland?

L K R O Y O S Y C S B G I H E
D F Z T S O N J T O E W K S N
F Z Y E T Z O H L N I V U H G
H V N O V B S K B L E N E N L
C I H O K F K N L H S W V N A
L P A E U U C I I E Y M T I N
C B R B O T A H T A X T A W D
T Z C Q W M J V O H R H F H N
Q K C E B L E W A T U T U I W
E C I F F O T S O P E J Y T F
C L I C K A G O N Z S L A B L
F R E I G H T L I N E R F Y I
B V Q B R O N T E H O T E L A
R I A B D R A H U Q P V P M R
R A I L W A Y A N A B N T E H

1st

2nd 3rd
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CELEBRATING 40 YEARS

HOW STEAM RECONQUERED THE

In GloucestershireWarwickshire Steam Railway Journey, a new publication which
celebrates 40 years the since the formation of the Cotswold heritage line, steam
locomotive department volunteer and lineside cameraman Paul Stratford has produced
a stunning record of the rebirth of operations – from the earliest beginnings to the current
14miles between Cheltenham Racecourse station and the new Broadway station.

Muchhas been written about the
resurrection of the former GWR
main line between Broadway and

Cheltenham Racecourse, the volunteer-led
reconstruction of the track and infrastructure.
For my own part, my journey on the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway
began in the early 1980s as a volunteer at
Toddington – when all that remained was the
derelict station building, the goods shed and
vandalised signalbox.
Already a much travelled steam railway
photographer, it was in the early 1990s and
with the trains operating as far as Gretton that
I began to document on film the progress of
the line from Toddington towards Cheltenham
and the steam-hauled trains operating on the
line.

Living locally in SouthWarwickshire enabled
countless visits, taking in all the changing
seasons, capturing firstly on medium format
colour slides and latterly on digital media, the
whole spectrum of home-based and visiting
steam locomotives in each and every location.
Over the years this railway has played host
to many locomotive classes from all the ‘Big
Four’ pre-nationalisation companies and
BR, including A3 Pacific Flying Scotsman,
and GWR 4-4-0 City of Truro which used
Toddington as the home base for some years.
Another long-standing and admired visitor
was BR 9F 2-10-0 No. 92203 Black Prince,
owned by the late David Shepherd, a celebrity
wildlife artist. Only an LNER A4 Pacific and
an LMS Coronation Pacific have yet to be on
the guest list.

There are few heritage railways that can offer
the photographer – and, more importantly, the
travelling public – the outstanding Cotswolds
scenery through which the railway passes.
Credit must go to the lineside clearance
volunteers who control the encroaching
choking vegetation to the benefit of travellers
and photographers alike, while allowing the
natural flora and fauna to flourish.

Prime locations
Sadly, and in keeping with more stringent
safety regulations, all lineside access for
photography is forbidden. While this has
deemed some popular locations out of bounds,
others are still accessible, and while some
long walks are in order, there are numerous
locations where ‘steam in the landscape’
pictures can be captured.
Aside from the time spent photographing, I
enlisted in the steam locomotive department,
where, over a period of 10 years, time was
spent restoring and maintaining the steam
locomotive fleet and a number of years on
the footplate as a fireman and trainee driver.
Regrettably, ill health and a relocation to
mid-Wales forced a retirement frommy
active volunteering.
March 30, 2018, saw a marathon journey
of volunteers’ efforts and generous financial
supporters over the decades come to fruition,
when the first public trains ran from the
newly-rebuilt Broadway station to Cheltenham
Racecourse station; an achievement dreamed of
by those pioneer preservationists who worked
tirelessly and overcame two major landslips
along the way to bring about the reinstatement
of what is now in the premier league of
heritage railways in the UK.Without the line’s
volunteers and supporters, this book would not
have been possible.
What the future holds is open to speculation.
Firstly, there must be a consolidation of the
infrastructure and visitor facilities to recover
from the Covid-19 pandemic. As reported in
the previous issue, the offer of the trackbed
northwards from Broadway has prompted
fresh calls to extend to a reinstated main
line connection at Honeybourne. Then, of
course, there is global warming and burning
fossil fuels – among the issues to be covered
in maybe 30 years’ time by the author of an
updated volume of my book.

COTSWOLDS!

The first ex-main line steam locomotive tooperateon theGloucestershireWarwickshireRailwaywasGWR
2-6-2TNo. 6106on the firstweekendofoperation in June1990approachingGreet Tunnel.



Heritagerailway.co.uk 105

Above:Ona coldDecembermorning,GWR4-6-0
No. 4936KinletHall roundsChickenCurve in
spectacular fashion.

Below:GWRheavy freight2-8-0TNo. 4270, onwhich
theauthor spentmanyyears inassistingwith its
restoration,makesa first appearanceat the2014
gala.

LNERV22-6-2No. 4771GreenArrowexits thewesternportal ofGreet Tunnelduringavisit in2007.

CelebrityGWR4-4-0No. 3440CityofTruro,whichwas claimed tobe the first steam locomotive to reach
100mph, spent several yearsbasedatToddington.

� Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam
Railway Journey by Paul Stratford, a 128-page
hardback, is available to order for £25 fromwww.
mortonsbooks.co.uk
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UP & RUNNING

OPERATIONAL HERITAGE LINES AND MUSEUMS
SOUTH EAST

Amberley Museum
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Open:Wed-Sun.
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Sheffield Park, East Sussex,
TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Running: Daily in October except 4/5.
Bredgar & Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01622 884254.
Running: Diesel Weds, Gala October 3.
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Standard gauge, one mile.
Chatham, Kent.
Tel: 01634 820800.
Open: Daily until November 21 – railway
operating dates TBA.
East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Shepherdswell, Kent.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: Sats/Suns in school holidays.
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼ miles.
Running: TBA.
Exbury Gardens Railway
12¼in gauge, 1½ miles.
Exbury, Southampton.
Tel: 023 8089 1203.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Hayling Island, Hants.
Tel: 07775 696912.
Running: TBA.
Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, 1½ miles.
Liphook, Hants.

Tel: 01428 724900.
Open: TBA.
Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Running: W/Es and Tues-Thurs until
October 24, daily October 25-31.
Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½ miles.
Tenterden, Kent.
Tel: 01580 765155.
Running: Weds &W/Es in October plus
26th & 28th.
Lavender Line
Standard gauge, one mile.
Isfield, East Sussex.
Tel: 01825 750515.
Open Suns – running dates TBA.
Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Running: SteamGala October 1-3, then
W/Es plus 6/7 and 25-29.
Mizens Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile.
Woking, Surrey.
Tel: 07962 400922.
Running: TBA.
Old Kiln Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¾ mile.
Farnham, Surrey.
Running: TBA.
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway
15in gauge, 13½ miles.
New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353.
Running: W/Es and Tues-Thurs until Oct
21, then Oct 25-31.
Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, one mile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running:W/Es, daily in local school
holidays.

Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾ miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent. Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18-20.
Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 300141.
Running:W/Es plus October 1 and 26-28.
Volk’s Electric Railway
2ft 8½in gauge, one mile.
Brighton.
Running: Daily.

SOUTH WEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 5538.
Running: TBA.
Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½ miles,
Bodmin, Cornwall.
Tel: 01208 73555.
Running: Tues-Thurs & Suns in October.
Bristol Harbour Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Princes Wharf, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 352 6600.
MShedMuseumopen Tues-Suns.
Railway operating dates TBA.
Dartmouth Steam Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles,
wine and dine.
Paignton, Devon. Tel: 01803 555872.
Running: Daily.
Devon Railway Centre
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Open: Thurs-Suns.
East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Cranmore, Somerset.

Tel: 01749 880417.
Running:W/Es andWeds until end of
October.
Helston Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼ miles.
Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07901 977 597.
Open:Weds-Suns. Running: TBA.
Lappa Valley Railway
7¼in, 10¼ and 15in gauge, one mile.
Newquay, Cornwall.
Tel: 01872 510317.
Open: Daily until October 31.
Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, two miles.
Launceston, Cornwall. Tel: 01566 775665.
Running: TBA.
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, one mile. Woody Bay,
North Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: Tues-Thurs &W/Es until end of
October.
Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, one mile. Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running:W/Es.
North Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, 1200ft.
Shillingstone, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
Tel: 01258 860696.
Open:Weds andW/Es.
Plym Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Marsh Mills, Plymouth. Tel: 01752 345078.
Running: October 30/31.
Seaton Tramway
2ft 9in gauge, three miles.
Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon.
Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily in October.
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Midsomer Norton station,
Silver Street, BA3 2EY.
Tel: 01761 411221
Open: Suns. Running: Diesel Oct 3, Gala
22-24, steam 31.

The1937-built KruppPacificBlackPrince is back inactionat theRomney,Hythe&DymchurchRailway followingoverhaul. RHDR
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South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, seven miles.
Buckfastleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01364 644370.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Swanage, Dorset.
Tel: 01929 425800.
Running: Tues-Thurs in October plus 25th
and 29th.
Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Blunsdon, Wiltshire.
Tel: 01793 771615.
Running: Santa Specials Nov 27/28, Dec
4/5, 11/12, 18/19.
West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles.
Minehead, Somerset.
Tel: 01643 704996.
Running: Tues/Weds &W/Es in October
plus 28th. Steam gala October 1-3.
Yeovil Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.
Yeovil Junction station, Somerset.
Tel: 01935 410420.
Running: October 29/30.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham Steam Museum
Narrow and standard gauge, one mile.
Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900.
Running: Daily, steamWeds-Suns.
Bure Valley Railway
15in gauge, nine miles.
Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.
Running: W/Es and Tues-Thurs in
October plus 25th and 29th.
Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ¾ mile,
footplate experience.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Diesel Oct 2/3, 10, 16, 24,
30/31. Steam Oct 17 and 27.
East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Wakes Colne, Essex.
Tel: 01206 242524.
Open:W/Es. Running: SteamOct 10,
diesel 23/24 & 27, Thomas 30/31.
Ferry Meadows Railway
10¼in gauge, ½ mile.
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01733 398 889.
Running: TBA.
Mangapps Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.
Near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898.
Open: TBA.
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½ miles.
Dereham, Norfolk. Tel: 01362 851723.
Running: Flying ScotsmanOctober 2-17.
Railcar event 23/24 (TBC), Halloween
Train 30th.
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Brockford, Suffolk.
Tel: 01449 766899.
Running: Santa Specials December 4/5,
11/12, 18/19.

Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½ miles.
Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444.
Running: W/Es until end of October plus
WedOctober 27. Diesel gala Oct 8-10.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.
Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8RA.
Tel: 01263 820800.
Running: Daily until end of October.
Wells & Walsingham Railway
10¼in gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630.
Running: Daily until end of October.
Whitwell & Reepham Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Reepham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01603 871694.
Open: Daily.
Running: Diesel W/Es,
steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720
Running: Suns.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 07979 055366
Running: Suns in October plus 28th.

Cholsey & Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½ miles.
Wallingford, Oxon.
Tel: 01491 835067
Running: 1940sWeekendOctober 2/3.
Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge.
Didcot, Oxon. Tel: 01235 817200.
Running:W/Es &Weds until October 31.
Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200.
Running:W/Es in October plus 27-29.
London Transport event October 8-10.
Great Whipsnade Railway
2ft 6in gauge.
Whipsnade Zoo, Dunstable.
Tel: 0344 225 1826.
Open: Daily.
Hampton & Kempton
Waterworks Railway
2ft gauge.
Hanworth, Middlesex.
Tel: 07511 730782 or 01932 765328.
Running: TBA.
Leighton Buzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888
Running: Suns until end of October.
London Museum of Water
& Steam
2ft gauge, 400 yards.
Brentford, London.
Tel: 0208 568 4757.
Open:W/Es.
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UP & RUNNING

MIDLANDS
Abbey Pumping Station
2ft gauge, ¼ mile.
Corporation Road, Leicester, LE4 5PX.
Tel: 0116 299 5111.
Open: Daily until October 31.
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01889 271337.
Running:W/Es until end of October, plus
October 27.
Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: October 2/3 (SteamGala), 9,
30/31.
Barrow Hill Roundhouse
Standard gauge.
Barrow Hill, near Chesterfield.
Tel: 01246 475554.
Open:W/Es until December 12.
Battlefield Line
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754.
Running:W/Es until end of October, also
Weds October 20 & 27.
Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.

Walsall, West Midlands.
Tel: 01543 452623.
Running: Suns to October 17, then
October 23/24, 27, 29-31.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼ miles.
Cheddleton, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 360522.
Running: W/Es in October.
Crich Tramway Village
Standard gauge, one mile.
Crich, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 854 321
Open: Sats-Thurs until October 31.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4½ miles.
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840.
Running: W/Es, Weds except October
23/24.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, nine miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076.
Running: W/Es in October plus October
26 and 28-31.
Echills Wood Railway
7¼in gauge, 1¼ miles.
Kingsbury Water Park,
Sutton Coldfield.
Running: Suns.
Evesham Vale Railway
15in gauge, 1¼ miles.

A46 north of Evesham, Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running: W/Es plus October 25-29.
Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½ miles.
Blythe Bridge, Staffs.
Tel: 01782 396210.
Running: Suns in October plus 27th.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs in October.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough,
Leics, LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323.
www.gcrailway.co.uk
Running: W/Es.
Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Ripley,
Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 570140.
Running: W/Es in October plus 25-29.
Northampton &
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Pitsford, Northants.
Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: Suns in October.

Northamptonshire Ironstone
Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Hunsbury Hill,
Northampton.
Tel: 01604 702031.
Running: TBA.
North Gloucestershire
Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway,
Toddington.
Running: TBA.
Nottingham Heritage Railway
Standard gauge,
10 miles.
Ruddington, Notts.
Tel: 0115 940 5705.
Open: October 3.
Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 580381.
Running: TBA.
Perrygrove Railway
15in gauge.
B4228, Coleford,
Gloucestershire.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: Tues, Thurs &W/Es plus
October 25-31.
Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.
Tel: 07974 171068.
Open: October 3, 17, 24.
Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½ miles.
Leek, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 269948.
Running:W/Es plus October 25-31.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Rushden, Northants.
Tel 0300 3023 150.
Open: Station bar open daily.
1940sWeekendOctober 16/17.
Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16 miles.
Kidderminster, Worcs, DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.
Running: Diesel Gala October 1-3. W/Es in
October and 25-31.
Statfold Barn Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Tamworth, Staffs
B79 0BU.
Tel: 01827 830389.
Running: 1940s Dance Evening OctoberAndrewBarclay0-4-0STWorksNo. 2088of1940SirThomasRoydenatRocksbyRail onAugust29.ROBIN JONES

Beamish
The Living Museum of the North, County
Durham. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0191 370 4000.

Coleford GWR Museum
Coleford, Gloucestershire.
Open: Fris and Sats.
Tel: 01594 832032/833569.

Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe.
Open: W/Es.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Wed-Sun.
Tel: 01325 405060.

Leeds Industrial Museum
Armley Mills, Leeds.
Open: Tues-Suns.
Tel: 0113 378 2097.
Locomotion: The National
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
London Transport Museum
Covent Garden. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.
Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns in term time, daily in
school holidays.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 690739
or 01535 680425.
Railworld Wildlife Haven
Peterborough.
Open: W/Es & Weds plus October 25-31.
Tel: 01733 344420.
Riverside Museum
Glasgow.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0141 287 2720.

STEAM - Museum of the GWR
Swindon. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466637.
Tiverton Museum
Tiverton, Devon.
Open: Thurs-Sats.
Tel: 01884 256295.
West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria.
Open one week per month or by
appointment for special interest groups
– contact petergrooke@btinternet.com
Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co. Down.
Open: TBA.
Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8428.

Railway Museums
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15. School's Out Oct 25-29, Halloween
Oct 27-31
Tanat Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Nantmawr, Shropshire
SY10 9HW.
Tel: 01691 780042.
www.tanatvalleyrailway.co.uk
Open: Home Front event October 23/24.
Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Telford, Shropshire.
Open: TBA.

NORTH WEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12 miles.
Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 0333 320 2830.
Running:W/Es in October plus 27-29.
Autumn SteamGala October 15-17.
Great Laxey Mine Railway
19in gauge, ¼ mile.
Laxey, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 862007/670386.
Running: TBA.
Groudle Glen Railway
2ft gauge, ¾ mile.
Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 670453.
Running: Santa Specials December 11/12,
18/19.
Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Manchester.
Tel: 0161 740 1919.
Running: Suns until November 14.
Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft gauge, 15½ miles.
Douglas,
Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: Thurs-Mons in October.
Lakeside & Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Manx Electric Railway and
Snaefell Mountain Railway
3ft gauge, 17 miles (MER),
5½ miles (SMR).
Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 697473.
Running: Tues/Weds & Fris-Suns in
October.
Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
15in gauge, seven miles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Preston, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: Sats until October 23.
Threlkeld Quarry & Mining
Museum
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Threlkeld, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 779747.
Open: Tues-Suns.
West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: Suns until end of October.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Alnwick, Northumberland.
Tel: 0300 030 3311.
Running: TBA.
Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15 miles.
British Steel Steelworks,
Scunthorpe.
Tel: 07889 297271.
Running: October 16, 23.
Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, 1¾ miles.
Springwell, Tyne & Wear.
Tel: 07850 916484.
Open: TBA.
Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
15in gauge, two miles.
Cleethorpes,
North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running: October 1-3, thenW/Es and
25-31.
Derwent Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Murton, near York.
Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: TBA.
Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Tel: 01756 795189.
Running: October 2/3, 5, 9/10, 12, 15/16,
19, 23, 26.

Heatherslaw Light Railway
15in gauge, two miles.
Ford Forge, Northumberland.
Tel: 01890 820244.
Running: Daily
Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Haworth, West Yorks, BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Running: W/Es &Weds in October plus
25-29. Beer &Music Festival October
14-17.
Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Skegness, Lincs.
Tel: 07407 500884.
Running: TBA.
Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: October 10, 31.
Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½ miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0845 680 1758.
Running: TBA.
North Bay Railway
20in gauge, �⁄� mile.
Scarborough, North Yorks.
Tel: 01723 368791.
Running: Daily until end of October.
North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
North Shields.
Tel: 0191 277 7135.
Running: TBA.

North Yorkshire Moors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles.
Grosmont, North Yorks.
Tel: 01751 472508.
Running: Daily.
South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 4¾ miles.
Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 338212.
Running:W/Es to end of October.
Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 371700.
Open: Suns.
Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, three miles.
Near Gateshead,
Tyne and Wear.
Tel: 07508 092365.
Running: TBA.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 18 miles.
Stanhope, Co. Durham.
Running: December reopening TBC.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22 miles.
Leeming Bar,
North Yorkshire.
Tel: 01677 425805.
Open:W/Es &Weds in October.
Whistlestop Valley Railway
(Kirklees)
15in gauge, four miles.
Huddersfield,
West Yorks.
Tel: 01484 865727.
Running: October 1-4, 8-11, 15-17, 23-31.

WestCountryNo. 34092CityofWells leavesRamsbottomat theEast LancsRailwayonAugust28.ROBERT FALCONER
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Yorkshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1,000ft.
Fimber, East Yorkshire.
Tel: 01377 338053.
Open: Suns until end of October.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½ miles.
Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01678 540666.
Running:W/Es and Thurs in October plus
25-30.
Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, two miles.
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan.
Tel 01446 748816.
Running: TBA.
Brecon Mountain Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, five miles.
Pant, Mid-Glamorgan.
Tel: 01685 722988.
Running: Tues-Sats except October 29.
Conwy Valley Railway
Museum
7¼in and 15in gauge, ¾ mile.
Betws-y-Coed station, Conwy.
Tel: 01690 710568.
Open: Daily.
Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾ mile.
Corris, near Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761701.
Running: Suns until October 17, then Sat
23, Sun 31.
Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, two miles.
Fairbourne, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01341 250362.
Running:W/Es & Tues-Thurs.
Ffestiniog Railway

2ft gauge, 13½ miles.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily until October 29.
Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: TBA.
Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: Suns-Thurs through October
plus 29-31.
Llanelli & Mynydd Mawr
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cynheidre, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 07956 082305.
Running: TBA.
Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½ miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen. Tel: 01495 792263.
Running: TBA.
Rhyl Miniature Railway
15in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Tel: 01352 759109.
Running: TBA.
Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mm gauge, 4½ miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily until October 31 (diesel).
Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½ miles.
Tywyn, Gwynedd. Tel: 01654 710472.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½ mile.
Henllan, Ceredigion, SA44 5TD.
Tel: 01559 371077.

Running: TBA.
Vale of Rheidol Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, 12 miles.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.
Tel: 01970 625819.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Welsh Highland Heritage
Railway
2ft gauge, one mile.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 513402.
Running: Weds & Sats in October plus
27-30.
Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26 miles.
Caernarfon, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: October 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 14, 16, 19,
21, 23, 25-28.
Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.
Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.
Tel: 01938 810441.
Running: TBA.

SCOTLAND
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo’ness, West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 825855.
Running: W/Es & Tues until end of
October.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus.
Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: TBA.
Doon Valley Railway
Standard gauge.
Dunaskin, Ayrshire.
Open: TBA.

Keith & Dufftown Railway
Standard gauge, 11 miles.
Dufftown,
Banffshire.
Tel: 01340 821181.
Running: TBA.
Lathalmond Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ½ mile.
Scottish Vintage Bus Museum,
Lathalmond,
nr Dunfermline.
Tel: 07379 914801.
Running: October 3.
Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼ miles.
Banchory, Kincardineshire.
Tel: 01330 844416.
Running: TBA.
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles.
Aviemore,
Inverness-shire.
Tel: 01479 810725.
Running: Thurs-Suns in October.

IRELAND
Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland
5ft 3in gauge. Whitehead,
Co. Antrim.
Tel: +44 28 9358 6200.
Open: Museumopen Thurs to Sat.
Running: TBA.

AndrewBarclay0-4-0STsWorksNos. 1219and1385RosythNo.1at thePontypool&BlaenavonRailwayonAugust29.ALISTAIR GRIEVE

The details in this list were correct
at the timeof going to press.We
strongly advise that you confirm
details with the venue concerned.
Pre-booking is often essential.

TBA=ToBeAnnounced
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Somerset & Dorset still in daily transport use
THE route of the legendary‘Pines
Express’, the Somerset & Dorset Joint
Railway, continues to be a major source
of fascination and engagement in the
heritage sector.

Two sections of the S&D main line
have been revived, at Midsomer
Norton and Shillingstone, while
recent times have seen the
controversy over moves to end the
lease on the Somerset & Dorset
Railway Trust’s museum home of
45 years, Washford station on the
West Somerset Railway, and the
relocation of some of its exhibits to
the Avon Valley Railway at Bitton, and
Midsomer Norton. During October
1-3, the Mid-Hants Railway, currently
the location of the trust’s S&D 7F 2-8-0
No. 53808, will become the latest
heritage line to hold an S&D-themed
gala, recreating the atmosphere of
the trans-Mendip line as it was in the
1950s and 1960s prior to closure.

Going Dutch
with a
Duchess
DURING his lunch break, Julian
Heinemann of the 73082 Camelot
Locomotive Society (see pages 52-57)
spotted this Dutch flower lorry making
a delivery to the flower stall inVauxhall
station in London.

Both sides have a striking image of
a Princess Coronation Pacific in BR
maroon livery.

The artist’s website shows other
decorated vehicles, and it appears
that he has painted members of the
Dutch royal family.

Yet part of the S&D – mostly missed
by the heritage sector – remains in 24-
hour use for public transport needs.

Glastonbury & Street railway station
was the biggest station on the S&D
line from Highbridge to Evercreech
Junction until it closed in 1966 under

the Beeching axe. It was also the
junction for the short branch line to
Wells, which closed in 1951.

Opened in 1854 as Glastonbury
and renamed in 1886, it had three
platforms: two for Evercreech to
Highbridge services and one for the

branch service to Wells. The station
had a large goods yard.

For 18 years after the line closed,
the goods platform canopy remained
in place. However, in 1984, it was
rescued by Glastonbury Conservation
Society and re-sited using a
Manpower Services Commission team
of unemployed people. The scheme
came second in a National Pride of
Place competition.

While the line it served had fallen
victim to the postwar rise of road
transport alternatives, the canopy
now takes pride of place in one of
Glastonbury’s main town centre car
parks. Motorists can park beneath,
ensuring that their cars are saved from
the worst of the Somerset weather.

Glastonbury and its Tor have in
modern times become hugely
popular as a centre of legends and
mysticism, but here, the canopy is still
weaving a little piece of S&D magic!

NathanAuandRhiannaWebbwithNo. 31806atNorden.One
commentatorpostedonFacebook: “Thismustbeoneof those
photoshoppedpictures. Everyoneknows that railmenare
married to their trains.”VICKI DYKE

TheSomerset&Dorsetgoodsplatformcanopy fromGlastonbury&Street station
nowservesa towncentre carpark.ROBIN JONES

Say it with steam!
NOT only did regular Swanage Railway volunteer Nathan Au get
down on one knee to propose to his girlfriend RhiannaWebb at
Norden station on August bank holiday Monday – but he brought
his own named train along to help him do the job!

Maunsell U 2-6-0 No. 31806 proudly carried a headboard
proclaiming ‘Will You Marry Me?’– and the headcode disc
said ‘Yes’.

At the railway’s adjacent successful Roads to Rail steam
rally, steam engines sounded their sirens and blew their
whistles from the field.

A railway statement said: “We send massive
congratulations to Nathan and his fiancée Rhianna from the
whole of the Swanage Railway family!

“It can be hard to find unique ways to ask that most
important of questions in the 21st century, so how better
to do it than by driving your own ‘named’ train to greet
your partner!”

Nathan is chairman of the railway’s 563 Locomotive
Group, which is working towards returning former National
Collection LSWR T3 4-4-0 No. 563 to steam for use on the
Purbeck Line.
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Your lighter takes
If you’ve got a quirky photo, tale, poem or anything else you think might be appropriate, please email deputy editorToby Jennings on tjennings@mortons.co.uk
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