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We’ve played our part:

now it’s over to you!
BACKin1983, a timewhenmanyofour top-flight

heritage lineshadbeenestablished, I drovepast
Toddingtonstationandglimpsed the first of

theGloucestershireWarwickshireRailway revivalists at
work.Would they, Iwonderedwithhope, ever come
near toequalling themagnificenceof theSevernValley
Railway, as they labouredagainst theodds to restore
sectionsof theGreatWesternRailway’s Stratford-upon-
Avon toCheltenhammain line thathadbeenmostly
tornupbyBR four yearsbefore?
Fourdecadesonand theG/WR is aproud testament

to theachievementsof anarmyof regular volunteers.
Notonlyhave they relaid15milesof the routeand
tackleda seriesof serious landslips in theprocess, but
theyalsohavecreateda somewhere-to-somewhere
line thathas longsinceearned itsplaceasoneof the
Cotswolds’top tourist attractions,makingamajor
contribution to the local tourist economy.
Yet it coulddomuchmore.A tantalisingly short 4½

milesof vacant trackbed liesbetween itsnorthern
railheadatBroadwayandapotential reinstatedmain
line linkatHoneybourne.
Thedisused section is currentlyownedbyRailway

Paths Ltd,whichacquired itwith theaimof creating
another Sustrans cycling route.However, it now
wants ridof the trackbed,onwhich the future costof
repairingandmaintaininga seriesof roadoverbridges
will bepotentially enormous, andhasoffered the route
to theG/WR.
That soundsanexcellent ideabut in theseCovid-

stricken times, the railwaywouldnotbe ready to fund
anothernorthernpush.TheDepartment forTransport
appears to take theview thatheritage railways cannot
providea sufficiently strongcovenant to secure the
continuingmaintenanceof roadbridgesover such
redundant lines.
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OPINION

It seems thatWhitehall will allow the transfer of
ownership of such trackbeds and infrastructure to
bodies such as local authorities, which have the
finance tomaintain the bridges, possibly leasing the
route back to the local heritage railway.
If that is the case, onpaper it seems an attractive

compromise. Imagine a futurewhen the tourist
honeypot of Broadway receives incoming charters
on a year-roundweekly basis, decanting 500
customers to spend theirmoney in the fabled
yellowstone town’s shops, restaurants andpubs, and
the resulting boost for the economy (and, through
business rates, the local council’s coffers too), while
arrivingwithout adding cars to the country roads to
get there.
Aswehave reportedboth onNews, page 48, and

in recent editions, there is nowgrowingnational
outrage overHighways England’s plans to infill or
removehistoric railwaybridgeswhen they could be
reused for long-distance footpaths and cycleways or,
yes, rail revival schemes.
It is imperative that the Broadway toHoneybourne

route and its bridges are kept intact for the daywhen
theG/WR is ready to use them, for themulti-faceted
benefit of all.
The railway revivalists have shownwithout a

shadowof a doubt how their efforts havebrought
success to their regions. Now, local councillors of all
political persuasions – it’s your turn to do likewise.
Here atHeritageRailway,wewill continue tobring

you the latest updates on this and all news of the
complete preservation scene every 28 days. Onpages
30-31, see howyou can take advantage of our latest
subscription offers andhave your copydelivered to
your door.
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NewCorwenstation canopybeamsnow inplace
ANOPERATIONbycontractorsBarnett Engineering
ofRhosllanerchrugoghas seen the longitudinal
beamscraned inon thecanopycolumnseither side
of thewaiting roomsteelworkon the islandplatform
at theLlangollenRailway’snewCorwen terminus.
Measuring a total length of 112ft, themain

beams are supplementedwith cross bracing
between the four pairs of ex-Blackfriars station
columns and form the base for the planned canopy
structure, the subject of a grant application.

The beams obscure the so-called unsightly
connections between the end pairs of columns
which caused a furore during the line’s previous
regime a year ago.
Meanwhile, work on bricking up the steelwork

for thewaiting room continues, alongside
preparations beingmade for the insertion of
the first window frame sills. The sills have been
delivered for the replication of GWR architecture in
the building.

SteambackatCarrogat last!GWR2-8-0No. 3802arriveswith the10.30amfrom
LlangollenonAugust21.GEORGE JONES

Thenew longitudinal beamsandbracingnow
inplaceon the columnsaround the subway
stairwayatCorwen. PETER NEVE

MartinFullerdroveNo. 3802on the
first steamtripback toCarrogon
August 21, accompaniedby fireman
StephEllwood.GEORGE JONES

Reborn Llangollen Railway
runs first steam services
ByRobinJones

STEAMservices returned to the
LlangollenRailwayonSaturday,August
21.The10.30amdeparture from
Llangollen toCarrog,headedbyNick
Gilbert’sGWRCollett heavy freight2-8-0
No. 3802,was the first steam-hauled
train sinceOctober–andmarkeda
majormilestone in the recoveryof the
lineunder theLlangollenRailwayTrust.
No. 3802’s certification was

completed to the satisfaction of the
Office of Rail and Road bymembers
of the motive power department.
The occasion doubled up as a day of
reassessment of the competence of
the footplate crews after a 10-month
lay-off in operations.
Despite the wet weather, good

numbers boarded the train for the
run behind the 2884 class.
As the line began the long road

back to recovery – after the railway’s
plc went into administration with
debts of £350,000, which led to
much of its rolling stock being sold at
auction – services were reintroduced
in July with a diesel railcar running to
Berwyn, echoing the line’s pioneering
days of 1986/87, when services from
Llangollen first extended across the
Dee bridge. July figures revealed
that the initial service was a“modest
success,”with more than 3000
assorted tickets bought for various
travel options to and from Berwyn,
making a useful contribution towards
the railway’s overheads across 11
operating days.
Average loadings per train allowed

for adequate social distancing on all
services to the satisfaction of staff
and passengers.
The service later extended to

Glyndyfrdwy from August 13, and to
Carrog on August 21.
Trust chairman Peter Edwards

said: “The resumption of a steam-
hauled service at Llangollen is the
culmination of a huge effort by our
volunteers and small team of paid
staff.

“It is a significant milestone in our
return to full operations.We can’t
afford to be complacent, though.We
are dependent on ongoing support
from theWelsh Government and
there are still challenges in front of
us if we are to return the railway to
stability and profitability.”
The Class 109Wickham diesel

multiple unit supplemented the
steam-hauled train with a 75-minute
interval service for the weekend.
�The railwaywill bewithout
steamagain from lateSeptember
untilOctober,whenNo. 3802
visits theGreatCentral Railwayat
Loughborough for its September30 to
October3autumnsteamgala. Itwill

offer an intensive timetable,withboth
passenger andgoods trainsoperating.
Theotherguestwill beBR9F2-10-0
No. 92134 fromtheNorthYorkshire
MoorsRailway,whileoutof theeight
rostered locomotives fromthehome
fleet, LMS‘BlackFive’4-6-0No. 45305
will bemaking its last gala appearance
beforeoverhaul.
No. 3802will also be at

Loughborough for theweekends
either side of the gala for service
trains and possible photographic
charters, after which it will be taken
toWest Coast Railways’Carnforth
base for the rear drivingwheels
to be reprofiled before returning
to Llangollen.
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BRStandard5MTNo.73082Camelotondisplayat theBluebellmodel railwayweekendon July31. JULIANHEINEMANN/CLS

StuartNelhams (left) andhis
predecessor,MartynBudd (right), at
WoodyBay station. LBR

THESouthDevonRailwayhas
exchangedMk.1RMB (Restaurant
MiniatureBuffet)No. 4802 for the
DartmouthSteamRailway’sCK
(CorridorComposite)No. 16071.
No. 4802, formerly the SDR’s

combined buffet and disabled
carriage, which had been stripped
back to almost a shell pending

major structural repairs, will be
restored at Churston.
The seven-compartment

No. 16071 is also in need of
restoration, but is basically
completewith original fittings.
It needs less work than other
carriages in the Buckfastleigh
restoration queue.

Appeal launched to keep Camelot in steam
ASBRStandard5MTNo.73082Camelot
prepares tosteamagainat theBluebell
Railway, itsowninggrouphas launched
anappeal tohelpkeep it running.
The Riddles 4-6-0 is nearing the end

of an intermediate overhaul at the
Sheffield Park works, and is expected
to return to service in September with
a fresh 10-year boiler certificate.
It is owned by the 73082 Camelot

Locomotive Society, which rescued
it from Barry scrapyard in 1979 and
restored it at the Bluebell, returning it
to steam in 1995. Its latest overhaul,
prompted by problemswith the
firebox foundation ring, commenced
at the start of this year.
The society contributed £35,000

towardsmaterials for the overhaul,
as well as funding the £2500 cost of
restoring its SR-design CCT (Covered
CarriageTruck) No. S2531 – but has
been unable to raise funds through its
sales stand during the pandemic.
The society stated:“As owners

and custodians of the sole surviving
BR-named Standard Class 5, we have
willingly supported the Bluebell
Railway financially to keep Camelot in
running condition. Our contribution
has depleted the society’s financial
reserves, whichwe need to replace, so
we can help again at future overhauls.
“The restoration of No. S2531

was done by the Bluebell Railway’s
Carriage andWagon department

Bredgar&Wormshill LightRailway
launches£250,000 survival appeal
A£250,000appeal tosavethe
Bredgar&Wormshill LightRailway
hasbeen launched.
The2ft gauge linenear

Sittingbourne inKentwas founded
in 1975bybrothers Bill andDavid
Best. Friendshelped them in their
spare timeanda trackwas laid
around the farmhousewhereBill
livedwithhis family. Eventually
theydecided toopen the line
to thepublic once amonth, the
admissionmoneybeingused to
fund restorationprojects.
Bill passedaway in early 2020

andhis son, alsoBill Best, acquired
the site and railway fromhis
four brothers.Toprevent the
venuebeing sold andphysically
dismantled, several valuable
items from the collectionhad to
be sold, although thebulk of it
remains intact.
The railwayhasprovided support

togroups likeKentWildlifeTrust,
andhasmadedonations to the
village school and church.
However,while the railwayhas

openedeachmonth sinceMay,
visitor numbers havebeenvery

lowbecauseof Covid-19 social
distancing restrictions.
VolunteerDaveParfitt said:“I am

keen tohelpBill retain the rest of
the collectionof engines, vehicles
andmuseum items.
“Although I anda considerable

numberof other volunteers have
providedour timeand support
for free, it is possible thatwithout
financial help, the sale of the
property and railway in its entirety
wouldbecome inevitable.
“Itwouldbewonderful to know

that the railway’s future andplace
in this community is secure, and
tobeable to continue to carry out
important but as yet unfinished
restorationprojects startedbyhis
father anduncle. If sufficient funds
are raised,wemaybeable to start
workon some specific projects.
“Theprocess of becominga

registered charity hasbegun,
however, itmaybemanymonths
before that is in place and the
railway is in needof support now.”
The appeal is online atwww.

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
bredgarrailway

Newman in charge at L&B
WESTSomersetRailway running
foremanStuartNelhamshasbeen
appointedas thenewgeneralmanager
of theLynton&BarnstapleRailway.
Taking up his post on August 11,

Stuart, 47, replaces Martyn Budd,
who retired on his 65th birthday,
having served since 2007.
On theWSR, Stuart worked first

as a volunteer and then as a paid
employee since his schooldays. He
has worked as a driver, instructor
and fireman, shed fitter and steam
experience courses manager, and as
part of the events planning team.
An L&B spokesman said: “Stuart is

a railwayman of many talents.We are
lucky to have him.”

volunteers at Horsted Keynes over a
three-year period. The CCT returned to
service in the autumn of 2020.
“By funding this work, we have kept

themoney in house at the Bluebell,
rather than putting it out to external
contract.
“The £2500 donationmade by the

society will be utilised to help fund the

restoration of the unique SRMaunsell
Restaurant Car No. 7864.”
No target figure has been set for the

appeal, but the society concluded:“As
a small locomotive group, committed
to keeping Camelot runningwell into
the future, we aremaking this rare
appeal to all thosewho have enjoyed
the sights, sounds and smell of

No. 73082 in action over the years.We
would appreciate your support.”
�Detailsofhowtocontributecanbe
foundatwww.73082-camelot.comor
cheques,payable to‘73082Camelot
LocomotiveSociety’, canbesent to:The
Treasurer,73082CamelotLocomotive
Society,Oakhurst,BlackheathRoad,
Wenhaston,Suffolk IP199HD.
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Waiting for theend: The locomotivemovieprop,which carried thenumber
469.09.MOand thenameLeGeneralRive-Reine, standsonAugust15on the
specially-laid trackat StoneyMiddleton, overwhich itwouldmake its final
journey intooblivionandHollywood fame. ROBERT FALCONER

Right: Thankfully it’s not a real
engine! Themock-upClass74-6-2
endedboth its European tourand its
existencebyplungingover theedge
of a cliff atDarltonQuarry, in Stoney
Middleton, intoapool ofwater,
where it smashed topieces.
WWW.VILLAGERJIM.COM

Inset above:Ahelicopter swoops
over thequarryedge to film the last
secondsof the locomotivebefore its
fatal plunge.
WWW.VILLAGERJIM.COM

Inset right: TomCruise.
GAGE SKIDMORE/CREATIVE COMMONS

‘Cruisemissile’ locomotive
crashes at Derbyshire quarry
ByRobinJones

AMYSTERYClass 74-6-2which first
appearedon theGreatCentral Railway in
August last year is nownomore–after
plunging to itsdoomoff theedgeof a
quarry inDerbyshire.
As reported in issue 272, the

disaster was nothing less than an
ultimate scene in the forthcoming
Tom Cruise blockbuster Mission:
Impossible 7.
Spotted outside Loughborough

shed, there had been widespread
speculation as to whether the

locomotive was a Britannia, Stanier
Pacific or continental type ‘dirtied up’
for filming sequences on the GCR.
In reality, it was a very convincing

life-size film prop powered by a diesel
motor in its tender.

Filmed in three countries
It carried thenameplates LeGeneralRive-
Reine,whichappears tobea reference
to the1964SecondWorldWar film
TheTrain,where there is a crashat a
townnamedRive-Reine, and, true to its
word, that is exactlyhow itmet its fate–
watchedonby theactorhimself.

For several months, the production
team oversaw the building of the set
for the filming of the locomotive’s
final demise, with a temporary 400-
yard standard gauge line running
straight to a broken pier at the end
of the disused quarry. The Peak
District National Park Authority
granted permission to Jupiter Spring
Productions Ltd for the site to be
used, and a pool was excavated in
the floor of the quarry to receive the
falling locomotive.
Film crews on board helicopters

captured the stunt from several
angles; it was said that Cruise himself
arrived at the set by helicopter.
Wildlife photographer Villager

Jim, who has been described as“the
Banksy of the photography world”
by BBC TV’s Countryfile, said: “Waited
five months for this shot... of the train
in the newMission: Impossible movie
going off the cliff!! Tomwas there
too, amazing day!”He said it was“not
every day as a photographer you take
a steam train going off a cliff”.
During pre-production of the film

two years ago, a rough concept
was devised of a train running at
60mph through a bridge in the Swiss
Alps being blown up. However, the

producer was refused permission
to film the stunt in Switzerland and
then Poland.
After its appearance on the GCR,

the locomotive was shipped from
Grimsby to Møre og Romsdal
in Norway to film scenes using
continental heritage carriages on the
Åndalsnes–Dombås Raumabanen
main line. Filming thenmoved to
Italy, only for progress to stall after
crewmembers tested positive for
Covid-19.

2022 release
As reported in issue280, inApril the
locomotive reappeared in theUK, this
timeat theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway,where itwas filmedhauling
continental carriages.
Days after the quarry crash,

58-year-old Cruise, who plays
Impossible Missions Force agent
Ethan Hunt, was also spotted with
co-star Hayley Atwell filmingmore
scenes in Birmingham’s Grand Central
shopping centre before a huge crowd
of fans and onlookers.
Delayed by the pandemic, Mission:

Impossible 7 is now set for release on
May 17, 2022, with an eighth film in
the franchise planned for July 7, 2023.

HEADLINE NEWS
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BettonGrangemakes thefinal lapas superheater is fitted

Above: JubileeNo. 45596
Bahamasaccelerates
throughTotnesbefore
tacklingRatteryBank
with theRailwayTouring
Company’s ‘RoyalDuchy’
onAugust 1.
MARKWILKINS

Right: Backon theNene
ValleyRailwayafter 26
years, onAugust21,
Bahamasheadsalong
the ‘double track’ at
Longueville Junction,
whichoffers that ‘London
MidlandRegionmain
line’ look. TOBY JENNINGS

Lookingmore likeaSwindonclassic
everyday:No. 6880BettonGrange
insideTyseleyLocomotiveWorkson
August12. ROBIN JONES

New and authentic territory for Bahamas in
August jaunts to Plymouth and Nene Valley
LMSJubileeNo.45596Bahamasbroke
newgroundfor theclass inAugustwith
arailtourover theSouthDevonbanks
before returningtomoreauthentic
territoryat theNeneValleyRailway.
The RailwayTouring Company’s

‘Royal Duchy’to Par on August 1, on
which the Stanier 4-6-0 worked from
Taunton to Plymouth and back, is
believed to be the first time that a
Jubilee has ventured this far into the
West Country.
At least two examples reached

Exeter in steamdays – No. 45660
Rookewith a parcels train from
Bristol on September 15, 1962,
and now-preserved No. 45690
Leander the following year, while an
unidentified classmate was recorded
at Goodrington after working a freight
to Newton Abbot.
Unique double-chimney example

Bahamas showed itsmettle at the foot
of Rattery bank, west of Totnes, where
it was halted by a red signal but sure-
footedly restarted its nine-coach load
on the 1-in-66 gradient.

ToWeymouth andWansford
RTC’s‘DorsetCoast Express’fromLondon
VictoriaonAugust 5 tookBahamas
toWeymouth–another location that
hosted Jubilees inBRdays, including
Rooke,whicharrivedonapigeon
special, andNo. 45560PrinceEdward
Island,whichwas then remarkably
pressed into serviceon theUpwey
bankingduty.
At the end of the month, No. 45596

headed to the Nene Valley Railway,
where the reappearance of a Stanier
4-6-0 recalled the line’s heyday as
a LondonMidland Region cross-
country route. Although ‘Black Fives’
were the staple motive power on
the line in steam days, Jubilees also
hauled passenger trains from Rugby
to Peterborough, and sometimes
appeared on a freight diagram from
Warrington to March’sWhitemoor
marshalling yard.
Bahamas last visited the NVRmore

than a quarter of a century ago in

TYSELEY LocomotiveWorks has
completed the assemblyof the
new superheater andheader for
new-buildGWR4-6-0No. 6880
BettonGrange.
The superheater is the last major

outstanding task required to
complete the locomotive, andwas
due to be fitted inside the boiler as
wewent to press.
Themain steam pipes, steam

fittings and a quantity of

lubrication pipework are among
the outstanding jobs, and the 6880
Betton Grange (Society) Ltd hopes
that the locomotive will steam for
the first time this autumn. However,
its debut on revenue-earning trains
is likely to be early 2022.
As reported last issue, it is

intended to hire the Collett
4000-gallon tender of GWR 2884
2-8-0 No. 3814, now at Northern
Steam Engineering Ltd in Stockton-

on-Tees, to runwith the Grange
while a new one formain line use
is built.
�For details of to howyou can
help theBettonGrange ‘Tendering
to Success’appeal, visit thewebsite
www.6880.co.uk

1995, two years before its previous
boiler certificate expired.
It was in steam for an enthusiast

weekend on August 21/22 this
year, as well as working driver
experience turns.
It was due to run again

for a 1950s-themed Bank
Holiday weekend.

� In anewventure, theBahamas
LocomotiveSociety is topresent
monthlyonline talks featuringguest
speakers. In thefirst, onWednesday,
October13, JohnHillierwill talk about
‘Bahamas–APreservationPioneer.’
OnWednesday, November 10,

PeterWSkellon’s subjectwill be
LNWRCoalTankNo. 1054, andon

Wednesday,December 8, Helen
AshbyOBEwill present‘An Incredible
Journey –TheSierra LeoneNational
RailwayMuseum.’
All talks start at 7.30pmonZoom,

andwill last about twohours. Non-
membersmust book in advance via
www.bahamas45596.co.uk,with the
cost being£5per talk.
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Boomingmonth as
summer crowds flock
to heritage railways
ByRobinJones

HERITAGErailwayshavereported
abumpersummer forpassenger
numbers,buoyedbyrecord
temperaturesandtheeasingof
Covid-19restrictions.
North Norfolk Railway general

manager AndrewMunden said that
bymid-August, more passengers
were carried than in the previous
bestmonth in 2016.
“Since the final easing of

restrictions in July we have seen
amassive increase in passenger
numbers, driven largely by the
huge influx of staycation holiday
visitors into North Norfolk,”he said.
On August 17 for example,“we sold

over 1500 tickets and had to press
the Gresley Quad-Art set into traffic,
hauled by the Class 37 D6732, as an
unscheduled relief service.”
A four-car Class 101 DMUwas

subsequently added to traffic as a
relief service.

Holiday lines
TheBodmin&WenfordRailway
reported thatwithCornwall being
overwhelmedbyvisitors, passenger
numbers and revenuehavebeenmuch
better thananticipated, andservices
increased fromfour to sixdaily.
“It’s looking like a record-breaking

summer in South Devon, and looking
like it will be on the Dartmouth
Steam Railway and Riverboat

Company,”saidmanaging director
John Jones.
“We are runningwith less capacity

on our trains but runningmore
services per day, which is smashing
daily passenger numbers”.
West Somerset Railway plc

chairman Jonathan Jones Pratt
said:“Our financial results look
encouraging.
“The results for June show a

small profit of £2524 compared to
a budgeted loss of £110,120. Fare
incomewas £80,301, comparedwith
a budget of £45,640.
“The budget was anticipating

a 50% reduction due to Covid-19
restrictions and reduced capacity.
However, a significant number of the

Trust formed to save
Bourne’s Bridge 234
CAMPAIGNERS fighting to save
theMidland&GreatNorthern Joint
RailwayBridge234 inBourne from
beingdemolished tomakeway for an
extension to theLincolnshire town’s
modernElseaParkhousingestateare
to setupacharitable trust tomaintain
it –providedplanningpermission for its
demolition is refused.
As previously reported, the classic

Victorian three-arch overbridge is the
sole surviving significant railway-

built structure in Bourne, once a
four-way junction. South Kesteven
District Council has ordered surveys
for protected species on the site.
Nearly 100 local residents attended

ameeting on August 19 to save the
bridge, after which moves to launch
a trust began, so the bridge can be
preserved at no cost to townsfolk.
Campaigners are appealing for

supporters to visit www.facebook.
com/BourneHistory

Poster exhibition goes
ahead at Winchcombe
ANexhibitionof railwayposters is
togoaheadat theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailwayonSeptember
18/19, havingbeenpostponed twice
becauseofCovid-19 restrictions.
As highlighted in issue 279,

the Posters FromThe Steam Age
gallery display, in the TimMitchell
building at the G/WR’sWinchcombe
station, marks the centenary of the
late railway artist Laurence Fish,
who latterly lived and worked in
Winchcombe. His widow, Jean

Bray, will be signing copies of his
biography, Pick Up A Pencil.
Original examples of the travel

posters he produced for BR in the
late 1950s and 1960s are now rare
and can sell for four-figure sums at
auction. He also designed coachwork
for car manufacturers such as Alvis,
Delahaye and Bentley, and during the
SecondWorldWar worked for MI5
to produce drawings of booby-trap
devices, including an exploding
chocolate bar.

IN BRIEF
�THEWest Somerset Railway
is to become the latest line to
introduce Christmas illuminated
trains in addition to traditional
Santa services. The series of
14Winterlights trainswill run
between Bishops Lydeard and
Crowcombe betweenNovember
19 andDecember 23. Full details
are on the railway’s website at
www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk
� THE Heritage Railway Association
is seeking to appoint a Policy,
Research & Communications
Manager to cover“a wide range
of communications, public affairs,
advocacy and research tasks”. The
role is home-based but with a
requirement for travel, has a salary
of £27,000 to £30,000 depending
on experience, and the closing date
is 4pm onMonday, September 6.
For details, send an email to amy.
sugrue@hra.uk.com
�BULLEID Battle of Britain 4-6-2
No. 34059 Sir Archibald Sinclairwas
rewheeled at the Bluebell Railway
on July 26. The rebuilt Pacific is
under overhaul, having been
withdrawn in 2011with firebox
problems.
� STAFF and volunteers at Swindon’s
STEAM –Museum of the GWR,
which has doubled up as a Covid-19
vaccination centre since December,
have been celebrating the 200,000th
injection being administered.
�THE owner ofMasbury station
on the Somerset &Dorset line
is restoring the buildings, and
is looking for a short section of
track and somewagons to place
between the platforms. Contact
joe.bourne@live.co.uk
� THE boiler for Danish State
Railways F class 0-6-0T No. 656
returned to the NeneValley Railway
in late July from overhaul at
Locomotive Maintenance Services of
Loughborough.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! VISIT WWW.CLASSICMAGAZINES.CO.UK/HRDPS
FORMORE INFO

HeritageRailwayAssociationboardmemberMarkSmith (right)
presents theHRAOutstandingVisitorAttractionAward2020 to
DartmouthSteamRailway’smanagingdirector, John Jones, and the
line’s sales andmarketingexecutive, SerenyDamon.DSR

BishopAndy John in thepermanentAwdry
Studyexhibition inside theaward-winning
NarrowGaugeRailwayMuseumatTywyn
Wharf. JONATHANMANN
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trains that ran during themonthwere
close to full capacity!”

Busiest for five years
TalyllynRailwaygeneralmanagerStuart
Williams said theAugust 14/15Awdry
extravaganzawas thebusiestweekend
for five years.
Theweekend included a once-in-

a-lifetime exhibition of the Reverend
Wilbert Awdry’s work, including
original artwork from his ‘Railway
Series’of Thomas theTank Engine
books. It was opened by the Bishop
of Bangor, the Right Rev Andrew
John, with popular TV presenter
and railway historianTimDunn
conducting interviewswith staff
and volunteers.
SevernValley Railway’s head of

visitor experience, Michael Dunn,
said: "I’m over themoonwith how
things have gone this summer. In

comparison to other attractions,
we’ve performed really well. I’m
hearing from others in the tourist
industry that numbers were 50%
down.”
In 2019, the SVR carried 34,190

passengers over the six-week holiday
period. This year, despite restricting
numbers to assist social distancing,
figures were only about 25%down.
The Covid-safe excursion services
meant that passengers were spread
outmore evenly across each day, and
across theweek as awhole.
A Great Central Railway spokesman

said that passenger figures were
“good and on a par with 2019”, when
about 2000were carried eachweek in
the summer.
The ChurnetValley Railway’s first

weekend of reopening, on July 24/25,
saw some of the highest numbers
carried in its 25 years of operation.

Better than planned
NorthYorkshireMoorsRailwaygeneral
managerChris Price said thatpassenger
numbers inAugustwere“better than
expectedandbetter thanplanned for.”
Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland

Railways general manager Paul Lewin
said:“The early part of the season
was slower than expected but as
wewent into June, wewere getting
some pretty robust results. By August
wewere at a point where traffic and
income levels were back to normal.”
But, havingmade staff cuts last year,

he added:“We are having to deliver
that with 60% of our resources.
“The permanent staff and

volunteers have rallied round and
helped to a tremendous degree –
they’ve really shown the Ffestiniog
spirit and gone the extramile, and
that’s what’s made it all happen.
We have a strong survival plan and

will be going into 2022with all
guns blazing.”
However, KeithWhitmore, vice

president of the East Lancs Railway
Preservation Society and chairman
of Heaton ParkTramway, said that
social distancingwas“still proving
to be really challenging in terms of
viability”for both those venues.
For the ELR, he said:“Without the

income frombar and refreshment
takings, wewould have been
disappointedwith the footfall at
the July diesel gala, and the August
Thomas event had to be socially
distanced sowe could not do all the
things we normally do.”
For Heaton Park, he added:“We can

basically only fill half a tram – even in
Stockport No. 5, a double-deck tram
with 53 seats, we could only allow 24
people to board each trip, causing
queues and longer waiting times.”

More lines join LoveYourRailway campaign to raise awarenessofheritage
TWOMPShaveendorsed the
nationwideLoveYourRailway six-
week summer campaign toboost
awarenessof theheritage sector.
A total of 55 venues have now

joined up, an increase on the
original 37 as reported last issue
Kevin Hollinrake,MP forThirsk

andMalton, said:“I wholeheartedly
support the LoveYour Railway
campaign, spearheaded by the
NorthYorkshireMoors Railway. This
has been a hugely challenging time
for heritage railways and tourism
in general, so it is evenmore
important that we continue to
show support in anywaywe can.
“I’m pleased to see that the

campaign is demonstrating how

there’s somuchmore to heritage
railways, including education,
communities and sustainability, as
well as supporting rural economies
through employment and training
of young people.
“I encourage families to visit their

local heritage railway and support
this hugely important campaign.”
TauntonDeaneMPRebecca

Pow said:“The campaign is a great
example of the nation’s heritage
railwaysworking together to
highlight what they do sowell in
conserving the past for current and
future generations to enjoy, and it
deserves support.
“TheWest Somerset Railway

is the longest heritage line in

England and is one of our unique
local attractions; keeping it up
and running is important to all
thosewho love it, as well as the
local economy.”
WSR plc Chairman Jonathan

Jones-Pratt said: “I’m very grateful
to Rebecca Pow, as one of our
localMPs, for both her support
of LoveYour Railway and her
understanding aboutwhat the
railway does sowell.
“Sadly, theWSR is currently facing

yet another financialmountain
to climbwithout the anticipated
Culture Recovery Fund Round 2
grant from theGovernment to
support our running costs and
reopening plans.

“Butwewill battle on, aswe have
done in the past, to succeedwith
our £1million SOS appeal.
“We are still receiving donations

everyweek because people believe
so strongly in our railway’s future.”
NYMRgeneralmanager

Chris Price said:“We’ve been
overwhelmed by the response to
LoveYour Railway
“To havemore than 50 heritage

railways taking part in its first
year shows the incredible support
and solidarity running through
the sector.”
Heritage Railway Association CEO

SteveOates added:“We are thrilled
to see theway this campaign has
hit the spot.”

TheGreatCentral Railway recreateda sight seldomseen inpreservationduring itsRailwaysatWorkgalaonAugust 14/15–a tanker train.Accuratelymarshalled
withbarrierwagonsat the front and rear, aswas thepractice in steamdays for tankers carryinghazardous substances, the trainenters SwithlandSidingsbehind
HawksworthModifiedHall 4-6-0No. 6990WitherslackHallonAugust15.ALANWEAVER
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Duchess of Sutherland for
Severn Valley autumn gala
ByRobinJones

LMSPrincessCoronation4-6-2No.6233
DuchessofSutherland is tobethestar
guestat theSevernValleyRailway’s
September16-19autumnsteamgala.
The Stanier Pacific is owned by

the Princess Royal Class Locomotive
Trust and, as detailed last issue, will
be fresh from recentmaintenance at
its Swanwick Junction base on the
Midland Railway – Butterley. It has
been a guest at several previous SVR
galas, most recently in 2018.
The other visiting engine for the

event will be Hawksworth 94XX
0-6-0PT No. 9466, owned byWest
Somerset Railway chairman Jonathan
Jones-Pratt and currently on loan to
the EcclesbourneValley Railway.
Locomotives in service from the

home fleet will include Port Talbot
Railway/GWR 0-6-0ST No. 813, rebuilt
BulleidWest Country Pacific No. 34027
TawValley, and BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0
No. 75069.
The gala will be the first big event

on the line to offer traditional hop-on
hop-off services, whichwill return
from September 7.
Since it reopened in August 2020

after the first lockdown, the SVR has
been running fixed excursion services,
onwhich passengers had exclusive
use of a private compartment for the
entirety of their visit. This arrangement
proved extremely popular with
visitors, and gavemany the
confidence to return to the railway,
while it operated in accordancewith
Covid-19 restrictions.

Class 24 and 31 to star in
Severn Valley diesel gala
TWOBRType2sare to star in theSevern
ValleyRailway’s September30-October
3AutumnDieselGala.
Making its first visit to the SVR is

Class 31 No. 31466, which has already
arrived on loan from the Dean Forest
Railway until late autumn, covering
for Class 33 No. 33108, which is
undergoing bodywork repairs.
Owned by the Dean Forest Diesel

Association, it has been restored
in EWS red and gold livery – a
historically authentic guise, as it
was one of only two 31s to receive
it (the other being No. 31255, also
now preserved at the Mid-Norfolk
Railway) before EWS withdrew the
class as new Class 66s were delivered.
Class 24 No. 24081 is the other

guest, which is based at the

GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway
and owned by the 24081 Locomotive
Group.
One of only four survivors of the

class, it was the last example to be
withdrawn from BR service back in
1981.
“The Class 24 is making its third

visit and we’ve hadmany requests
for its return,” said Jonathan
Dunster, chairman of the SVR’s
diesels committee.
Resident diesels in action will be

Class 14 D9551, Clayton Class 17
D8568, Class 52s D1015Western
Champion and D1062Western Courier
(the latter having just returned to
service after repairs – see separate
story, page 18), Class 40 No. 40106
Atlantic Conveyor, and Class 50s from

a pool of Nos. 50007 Hercules, 50035
Ark Royal and 50049 Defiance.
�Anotherdiesel visitor to theSVR
inAugustwasClass 50No. 50008
Thunderer,ownedbyHanson&Hall
Rail Services. It arrivedonAugust1,

towedbyHerculesandDefiance, touse
the lifting jacks atKidderminsterdiesel
depot for repairs toadefective spring.
Theworkwas carried out by the

Class 50 Alliance, the owners of
Hercules andDefiance.

Regular services will now again offer
full-day freedom-of-the-line tickets
or on journeys between selected
stations, and gala visitors will also be
able to choose their itineraries rather
than travelling on designated trains as
previously planned.
SVR general manager Helen Smith

said:“We’ve thought long and hard
aboutmaking this latest change. It’s
been a delicate balancing act between
operating safely and returning to our
traditional way of operating.
“With the progressive easing of

Government restrictions and the

success of the Covid-19 vaccination
programme, we think now is the right
time to go back to amore traditional
service at the SVR.
“Wewill continue to offer a small

number of private pre-bookable
compartments, where passengers
are guaranteed exclusive use of
a compartment on a single train
throughout the day. There’s still a
demand for these, and the high
numbers of five-star reviewswe’ve
received onTripAdvisor show how
much people have appreciated the
waywe’ve done things.”

The popular all-night trains will be
returning for the gala, with GWR 28XX
2-8-0 No. 2857 in charge.
Premium experiences are being

introduced, with the autumn steam
galaVIP package priced at £195,
including a brake van ride for a full
return trip, a guided tour of the
carriage and locomotive workshops
and Bridgnorth signal box, as well as
breakfast, lunch and dinner.
Tickets for the autumn steam and

diesel galas (see below formore
details) can be booked online at www.
svr.co.uk

LMSPrincessCoronation4-6-2No. 6233DuchessofSutherlandpassing theDevil’s Spittleful nature reserveduring theSevern
ValleyRailway’s 2018autumnsteamgala.KEITHWILKINSON

Currentlyon loan to theSVR fromtheDeanForestRailway, Class 31No. 31466was
pressed into service to topand tail theSaphosTrains ‘SevernValleyEnterprise’
railtourwith ‘BlackFive’No. 45231TheSherwoodForesteron July21, and is
picturedat the siteofMiners’Halt nearHighley. PETER HUDSON
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IN BRIEF
� FIRSTWorldWar veteran
Hunslet 4-6-0TWorks No. 1215 of
1916 will be the guest locomotive
at the Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway’s Autumn Gala on
September 25/26. Repatriated
from Australia in 2005 by the
War Office Locomotive Society,
it returned to steam in 2018,
restored to its original guise
as Light Railway Operating
Division No. 303 at theMoseley
Railway Trust’s Apedale Valley
Light Railway.
� THE Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway’s steam gala on September
11/12 will be a home fleet event,
with all four resident working
industrial engines: Andrew Barclay
0-4-0STsWorks Nos. 1219 of 1910
and 1385 of 1914 Rosyth No. 1,
Hunslet 0-6-0STWorks No. 1873 of
1937 Jessie, and Bagnall 0-6-0ST
Works No. 3061 of 1954 Empress.

Right:While keeping its London
Transport livery, newly-overhauled
2-6-2TNo. L150 (GWR5521)hasbeen
reletteredasMidland&SouthWestern
JunctionRailwayNo. 60 for the60th
anniversaryof thepre-Grouping line.
It ran in this guiseon theSwindon&
CrickladeRailwayduring itsAugust7/8
vintageweekend.BILL PARKER

HawthornLeslie 0-4-0STSwanscombeNo.6, restored in the liveryofAssociated
PortlandCementManufacturers. IAN SMITH/MIDDLETON RAILWAY

Hawthorn returns and Y7 bows out at Middleton
‘FIRST andLastChance’is the theme
of theMiddletonRailway’s September
4/5gala,withoneengineback in steam
andanother about tobewithdrawn for
overhaul.
It will be the first gala the Leeds

line has staged in nearly two years,
and will mark the return of Hawthorn
Leslie 0-4-0ST SwanscombeNo. 6
(Works No. 3860 of 1935) after more
than 40 years on the sidelines.
The locomotive formerly worked

for Associated Portland Cement
Manufacturers at Swanscombe chalk
quarry in Kent, part of which is now
occupied by Bluewater Shopping
Centre.
It was acquired for preservation

at the Middleton in 1971, but last
steamed there in 1975. Since 2001,
it has been undergoing a major
overhaul, including the replacement
of both sides of the outer firebox
wrapper by Northern Steam
Engineering, the original sections

having been corroded by the hard
water used at the quarry.
The gala will be the last appearance

by NERY7 0-4-0T No. 1310, before its
boiler certificate expires shortly after
the event.

Hudswell Clarke 0-4-0 diesel
shuntersMary and Carrollwill also
take part in the intensive train service
on the main route to Middleton
Park and the rarely-used Balm Road
branch.

London Transport pannier for Epping Ongar events
PANNIER tankNo. L92 is to return to
LondonUndergroundmetals for the
first time inpreservation,marking
50years since theendof London
Transport steam.
The Collett 57XX is to star in two

events at the Epping Ongar Railway
this autumn – the steam gala on
September 11/12, and a London
Transport weekend on October 8-10.
Its appearance on the former

London Underground branch will be
its first on the LT network since 1969,
when it was acquired for preservation
by theWorcester Locomotive Society.
Subsequently based at the Severn

Valley Railway and Bulmers Railway
Centre, it is now resident on the
South Devon Railway, and spent this
season on loan to the Gwili Railway.
London Transport acquired 13

57XXs from BR in the late 1950s
and early 1960s to replace its
older steam fleet on engineering
trains. Steam thus continued in
the capital until June 6, 1971,
when No. L94 (GWR No. 7752, now
preserved at Tyseley) hauled the final
commemorative train.
Both EOR galas will have a strong

GWR line-up, with the September
event also fielding resident Hall 4-6-0
No. 4953 Pitchford Hall, and on-loan
56XX 0-6-2T No. 5619.
At the October weekend, the

other guest is LT maroon-liveried
4575 2-6-2T No. L150 (5521) fresh
from its appearance at the Swindon
& Cricklade Railway’s gala on
September 10-12 which, as reported
last issue, will mark 60 years since
the closure of the Midland & South
Western Junction Railway, part
of which is now occupied by the
heritage line.

Above:Whileon loan to theGwili
Railway this summer, ex-London
Transport 57XX0-6-0PTNo. L92
approachesBronwyddArms station.
JOSHHOLMES
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CheltenhamandS160 to joinClanLine for‘Giantsof Steam’celebration
SCHOOLSClassNo. 30925Cheltenhamand
USArmyTransportationCorpsS1602-8-0
No. 6046are to takepart in theBluebell
Railway's‘Giantsof Steam’galaonOctober
8-10.
TheNational Collection’sMaunsell

ClassV 4-4-0, based at theMid-Hants
Railway, is the second guest to be
announced for the event, alongside
rebuilt BulleidMerchant Navy Pacific
No. 35028Clan Line.
Cheltenhampreviously visited the

Bluebell in 2015, in SouthernMalachite
green livery; it now carries BR green.
As reported on page 31, ChurnetValley

Railway-basedNo. 6046 has been hired

for the rest of the Bluebell summer
season.
Resident engines in actionwill be BR

Standard 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80151 and BR
Standard 5MT 4-6-0 No. 73082 Camelot,
the latter expected back in service in
September following overhaul.

Prairie No. 5526 heads to Gwili until January 2022 to replace pannier
GWR45752-6-2TNo.5526 is tovisit the
GwiliRailwaybetweenmid-September
andJanuary2022, includingthe line’s
October9end-of-seasongala.
Based at the South Devon Railway

and currently on loan to the
Dartmouth Steam Railway, No. 5526

will replace fellow SDR resident, 57XX
pannier No. L92, which has been on
hire to the Gwili this season but is now
going to the EppingOngar Railway,
also from September to January
(see separate story, page 13). At the
gala, No. 5526will run alongside

recently overhauled RSH 0-6-0ST
Moorbarrow (see previous issue of
Heritage Railway) and BR Class 03
diesel shunter D2178. The event will
mark 25 years since D2178’s owner,
the Caerphilly Railway Society, moved
to the Gwili in 1996.

The timetable will feature double-
heading and banking, whileminiature
traction engines will be on display
at Bronwydd Arms, and there will be
an opening ceremony for the Gwili
Railway Preservation Society’s new
bookshop.

Somerset&Dorset JointRailway7F2-8-0No. 53808headsapassenger service atRopley stationon theMid-HantsRailway
onAugust 13.MARTYN TATTAM

SouthernRailway1934-builtMaunsell
Schools 4-4-0No. 30925Cheltenham in
BR linedgreen liverywith1956 totemon
the9.50amAlresford toAlton serviceat
Medstead&FourMarkson theMid-Hants
RailwayonApril 30.
HUGH LLEWELLYN/CREATIVE COMMONS

City ofWells set forWatercress
Line’s Somerset&Dorset gala
ByTobyJennings

ASOMERSET&Dorset-themedgala is
beingheldat theMid-HantsRailwayon
October1-3 towelcometheS&DTrust
tothe line.
BulleidWest Country Pacific

No. 34092 City ofWellswill return
to its native Southern Region
metals, visiting from the East
Lancashire Railway. The other guest
is still to be confirmed, with the
possible contenders including BR
Standard or heavy freight designs
authentic to the Bath-Bournemouth
cross-country route.
As this issuewent to press, MHR

general manager Simon Baggott
toldHeritage Railway: ”There will be a
second visitor for certain, but there are
three engines in the frame (there were
four), all S&D types.”
The visitors will join the S&DTrust’s

7F 2-8-0 No. 53808, now resident at
the‘Watercress Line’and two other
Ropley-based engines of classes
authentic to the S&D, Ivatt 2MT 2-6-2T
No. 41312 and BR Standard 4MT 2-6-0
No. 76017.
The line’s ‘Thomas theTank Engine’,

converted Hunslet Austerity 0-6-0ST
Works No. 3781 of 1952, will act as
yard pilot at Ropley, where shunting
demonstrations will take place.
The event will feature the grand

opening of a new display of S&D

artefacts at Alresford, moved there by
the S&DTrust following its eviction
from its previous base atWashford on
theWest Somerset Railway. Some of
the trust’s collection of wagonswill
also be on display.
Each daywill have a different theme,

with Friday recalling‘the S&D at work’
with passenger and goods trains, the

Saturday having a holiday feel with
frequent passenger workings, and the
Sunday recreating the route’s ‘Pines
Express’.
For the latter, it is hoped to display

the original platform‘finger board’
from Bath Green Park on the platform
at Alresford, with a‘Pines’destination
board. Brake van ridesmay also be

available, and a real ale train will run
on the Saturday evening.
Unlike previous events under

coronavirus restrictions, there will be
no allocated seats and passengers will
be free tomove between trains, with
all the stations open – although the
railway states that advance booking is
preferred at www.watercressline.co.uk
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B12 will bid
farewell at
Sheringham
LNERB12No. 8572willmakeoneof
its last special event appearancesat
theNorthNorfolkRailway’sgalaon
September3-5beforebeingwithdrawn
foroverhaul.
The Great Eastern-design 4-6-0

returned to steam in March 2012
following its secondmajor overhaul
in preservation. Its 10-year boiler
certificate is valid until next February
but Keith Ashford, chief mechanical
engineer for the NNR and the B12’s
owning group, the Midland & Great
Northern Joint Railway Society, said
it is planned to withdraw the engine
at the end of the NNR’s main running
season in October to start the next
overhaul as soon as possible.
For the September gala, it will run

alongside the NNR’s home fleet of
GERY14 0-6-0 No. 564, BR Standard
4MT 2-6-0 No. 76084,WD 2-10-0
No. 90775 The Royal Norfolk Regiment,
and BR 9F 2-10-0 No. 92203 Black
Prince. It is also hoped that Somerset
& Dorset 7F 2-8-0 No. 53809 will be in

Bronllwyd back ‘home’ for
Bressingham’s birthday
HUDSWELLClarke0-6-0WTNo.GP39
Bronllwyd is to return to its formerhome
ofBressinghamfor thevenue’s 60th
anniversaryeventonSeptember17-19.
Today based at the Statfold Barn

Railway, Bronllwydwas an early
resident at Bressingham, entering
service on the centre’s 2ft gauge
Nursery Line in 1969.
Supplied new to Surrey County

Council in 1930 for use in the
construction of the Guildford bypass,
the locomotive was sold four years
later to Penrhyn slate quarries in
NorthWales, where it was named.
In 1951, its boiler and cab were

used to rebuild Quarry Hunslet
0-4-0ST Pamela and its chassis was
laid up on the scrap line – but in
1966, Bressingham’s founder, the

late horticulturalist Alan Bloom,
acquired it and the boiler from Kerr
Stuart Tattoo class 0-4-2ST Stanhope,
combining the two to make a
working engine.
Bressingham’s first steammachine

– Burrell traction engine Bertha,
which Mr Bloom brought to the
garden centre in 1961 – will be on
display for the event, with other
visiting road locomotives and
stationary engines in operation.
A second ex-Penrhyn guest, Quarry

Hunslet Sybil Mary, will attend, also
from the Statfold Barn Railway.
On the standard gauge line, LBSCR

‘Terrier’No. 662Martellowill be in
steam on the Sunday, while Hunslet
AusterityWorks No. 3193 of 1944 is
expected to run on the Saturday.

action, subject to successful testing
following a boiler exam.
Similarly, Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST

Wissington (Works No. 1700 of 1938)
may feature at the event subject to
completion of its 10-yearly overhaul,
although it is not certain whether it
will be in steam.

Popular weekend returns
Meanwhile, the line’s hugely-
popular 1940sweekendwill return
onSeptember18/19after a year’s
absencedue to thepandemic, but ina
much-reduced format.

Attendees will once again be
encouraged to dress up in period
clothing, and there will be displays of
military vehicles and a host of stalls
selling clothing, food and other items
from the wartime years.
In 2019, more than 40,000 people

visited Sheringham for the event.
However, due to health and safety
considerations, this time round will
be an advance booking ticket-only
event. Due to neither Sheringham
nor Holt taking part, there will be no
street entertainment, park-and-ride
bus service, or road closures.

The popular parades will not take
place either, and so numbers are
expected to be significantly lower.
A railway statement said: “Public

safety and the financial recovery
of the railway is at the forefront of
our planning this year and we hope
everyone understands this was a
difficult decision for us to make in the
present climate.We hope, however,
that shops in both towns will still take
part by dressing their premises and
staff, as they have in the past.”
Tickets can be bought only online

at www.nnrailway.co.uk

‘

A STRETCH of temporary 2ft
gauge trackwill be laid at the
Talyllyn Railway’s TywynWharf
headquarters to accommodate
0-4-0T No. 1158 of 1917Diana
and 0-4-2ST No. 2395 of 1917
Stanhopewhen they visit to take
part in the 100th birthday gala for
fellow Kerr Stuart No. 4 Edward
Thomas (Works No. 4047 of 1921)
on September 11/12.
Diana, which was built for the

Kerry Tramway in centralWales

and restored by the Vale of
Rheidol Railway, is now based at
the Amerton Railway.
Stanhope, which was bought

new by civil engineering
contractors Holloway Brothers,
is now part of the Apedale Valley
Light Railway fleet.
Also attending the gala will

be replica Kerr Stuart Tattoo
0-4-2ST No. 7 from the Talyllyn’s
sister 2ft 3in gauge line, the
Corris Railway.

Talyllyneventwillwelcome2ft
gaugevisitorsDianaandStanhope

LNERB12No. 8572during theNorthNorfolkRailway’sprevious1940sweekendonSeptember14, 2019. STEVE ALLEN/NNR

Diana in actionduring theValeofRheidolRailway’s steamfestival in
September2015.R BANCE/VOR

No.GP39BronllwydandQuarryHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 921of1906SybilMaryare
seenat theBalloonLoopwaiting toheadback toStatfoldLowLevelduring the
QuarryHunslet 150galaat theStatfoldBarnRailwayon July10.MARTYN TATTAM
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IN BRIEF
� CLASS 26 and 27 prototypes
Nos. 26007 and 27001will visit
the Keighley &WorthValley
Railway’sMixedTraffic Gala on
September 10-12, which it is hoped
will mark the return to service of
Lancashire &Yorkshire Railway
0-6-0 No. 957 after overhaul.
Resident 4F No. 43924, Ivatt 2MT
No. 41241, S160No. 5820 and BR
2MTNo. 78022will be in steam,
alongwithTaffVale Railway 0-6-2T
No. 85 if repairs are completed in
time. Resident diesels in operation
will be Nos. 20031, 37075, D0226
Vulcan, Hudswell Clarke D2511,
andHunslet No. 32Huskisson.
� THE Ribble Steam Railway’s
Autumn SteamGala on September
25/26 will feature home-based
industrials, namely Grant Ritchie
0-4-0STWorks No. 272 of 1894,
Bagnall 0-6-0STWorks No. 2680 of
1942 Courageous, and Hawthorn
Leslie 0-6-0STWorks No. 3931 of 1938
Linda.
�VISITINGHawksworth 94XX
0-6-0PTNo. 9466 and BR Standard
4MT 2-6-4T No. 80080will be in
action for the EcclesbourneValley
Railway’s Steam in theValley gala
on September 3-5, alongwith
resident Barclay 0-4-0STsWorks
Nos. 2217 of 1947Henry Ellison and
2360 of 1954BrianHarrison.
�DARLINGTON’S Head of Steam
museum has again won the Sandford
Award for Heritage Education, an
independently judged assessment
of education programmes at UK
heritage sites, museums, archives and
collections. It last won in 2016.
�THE overhaul of NELPG’s J72
0-6-0T 69023 Joem at Darlington
continues to progress, withwork
by contractors well advanced on
the patterns for casting a new
cylinder block. However,more
workwill be required on the outer
fireboxwrapper than had been
first thought.Meanwhile, work is
proceeding on the chassis, on the
machining and realignment of the
horn guides.

Spa Valley boss hails
role of volunteers as
busy schedule unveiled

Task force: SpaValleyvolunteers (from left) JohnCastle,DavidCross,MickAvis,
MikeRidger, Lesley Lee, Peter Sales, and rear SteveFox,withHunslet 0-6-0ST
RingHawat TunbridgeWellsWest. The railway’s commercialmanager, Jonnie
Pay,haspraised thevital role volunteersplay inensuring the railway’s existence.
CAROLINE EDMUNDS

ByGeoffCourtney

SPAValleyRailwaycommercialmanager
JonniePayhas lauded the roleofhis 250
volunteers after announcinga series
of special events inSeptember and
October featuring steamanddiesel, real
ale andcider, amurdermystery, anda
Halloweenspine-chiller.
As the intensive two-month

programme approached, Jonnie
told Heritage Railway: “Without the
volunteers, these events and the
day-to-day running of the railway
simply wouldn’t happen. They are at
the heart of our railway, and every
one of them is valued and vital to
our ongoing success. Indeed, we
wouldn’t exist without them.”
First in the busy line-up are real

ale trains on September 4 and 11,
followed by real ale and cider festival
trips on October 1-3, a murder
mystery train on October 9, and Dr
Frankenslime trains on the October
30/31 Halloween weekend.

Austerity No. 2890 Douglas
will share duties with Class 33s
Nos. 33002 Sea King (D6501) and
33063 R.J.Mitchell (D6583) on the
September 4 real ale trains, which
depart fromTunbridgeWellsWest
station for a return trip to Eridge at
5.30pm, 6.45pm, 7.55pm and 9pm.
On September 11, a 7pm train will
be headed by SR Battle of Britain
Pacific No. 34053 Sir Keith Park and
No. 2890.
The line will holding its first-

ever model railway weekend on
September 11/12, with layouts
in TunbridgeWellsWest shed
and at Groombridge and Eridge
stations. Trains will be hauled by
No. 34053,No. 2890 and No. 33002.
No. 34053 will haul a fish and chip
train on the Saturday evening.
On October 1-3, beer aficionados

will be spoilt for choice thanks to
more than 200 real ales and 40 ciders
being available at TunbridgeWells
West, Groombridge and Eridge

stations as part of the railway’s 10th
real ale and cider festival. In addition,
ale and cider will be on tap on trains
running over the three days, for
which the motive power will again
be Nos. 34053 and 2890 and diesels
Nos. 33002 and 33063, with further
support from Class 31 No. 31430
Sister Dora (D5695).
No. 2890 and either Nos. 31430

or 33063 will also be in action the
following weekend, when the railway
holds a fish and chip murder mystery
train on October 9. As passengers
tuck into their meal, the 368 Theatre
Company will enact a play centred
on a murder in the sleepy Cornish
village of Morlington Hill that has
baffled the local constabulary.
The event starts at TunbridgeWells

West at 6.15pm, and after two return
runs to Groombridge, passengers
will congregate in the railway’s
LBSCR engine shed at Tunbridge
WellsWest where all will be revealed.
Finally, Halloween is celebrated

on October 30/31 with ‘Trick or
Treat Express’ trains to Eridge for
a comendy/magic show by the
wacky Dr Frankenslime. There will
departures fromTunbridgeWells
West each day at 4.15pm and 6pm,
operated by No. 2890, again with
either a Class 31 or 33.
No. 2890 was built by Hunslet in

1943 for theWar Department as
an 0-6-0ST and was converted into
an 0-6-0 tender locomotive in the
late 1990s. On loan from the East
Lancashire Railway, it will remain at
TunbridgeWells until early 2023.
Former Swanage Railway resident

No. 34053, owned by Southern
Locomotives Ltd, was built at
Brighton in January 1947, withdrawn
from Bournemouth (70F) in October
1965, and was rescued from Barry in
mid-1984. It moved permanently to
the Spa Valley a year ago, since when
it has become a star attraction.

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Areyoua
userofonline
professional
networking
websiteLinkedIn?

If so, follow the recently launched
HeritageRailwaymagazinepage
onLinkedInatwww.linkedin.
com/company/heritage-railway-
magazine/

Tendermoments: ConvertedHunsletAusterityNo. 2890headsaSpaValleyRailway trainpastPokeHill FarmonJuly17.
AccompaniedbySRPacificNo. 34053SirKeithParkandClasses31and33diesels, theengine facesabusy twomonths ina
programmeof special events that is set todrawthe crowdsas theTunbridgeWells-based railway recovers fromtheCovid
lockdowns. SJORS VANDONGEN
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THEBarrowHill-basedproject
to recreateaClass23BabyDeltic
has takenamajorstepforward
in recentweeks.Thebodyshell,
shortenedandrebuilt froma
withdrawnClass37,was lowered
ontoanoverhauledpairofClass
204Wbogies, followedshortly
afterwardsbythe installationof its
powerunit, thesolesurvivingT9-29
engine.
Fitting the bogies under the

body involvedmajor surgery,
requiring themodification of
the entire centre casting, pivot
members and side-bearers, as
well as all the bracing and load
concentration points. In addition,
the Class 37 noses were too long
and had to be shortened.
The Class 23s spent their

working lives with BR based at
Hornsey, undertaking King’s
Cross outer suburban duties
such as the Cambridge Buffet
Express as well as services from
King’s Cross to theMoorgate
sub-surface platforms via the
'Widened lines' (now part of
Thameslink). Theywere also
entrustedwith race specials
from King’s Cross to Newmarket
racemeetings.

Photographic possibilities
Onall these services theywould
haveworkedwithamixtureofBR
Mk.1 corridor andnon-corridor
stockaswell as former LNER
GresleyandThompsoncarriages,
providing some interesting
photocharterpossibilitieson
lineswith suchcarriagesonce the
locomotive is completeandstarts
going‘on tour’.
Their working lives were short,

however. Introduced frommid-
1959, theywere withdrawn from
1968-71with just one, D5901,
transferred to the Rail Technical
Centre at Derby, where it was
used to power test trains until
1975, when it was replaced
by a Class 24. Although this
locomotive was cut up in 1977,
the power unit being used in
the recreationwas retained as a
spare for it at Stratford depot and
subsequently acquired by the
National RailwayMuseum.
The locomotives were fitted

with a nine-cylinder version of
the 18-cylinder engine used
on the Class 55s. It developed
1100hp comparedwith the
1650hp produced by the larger
engines, meaning that the
Class 23were rated asType
2 locomotives.

BabyDeltic
makesmajor
progress

Kingof the track:GWRNo.6018KingHenryVIpassesWeston-super-Mare
signalboxwithanUpexpress in theearly 1960s.Western-super-Mare station
is just outof shoton the left, and top right is the four-platformLockingRoad
terminus,which closed inSeptember1964. The ’boxwasoriginallynamed
Weston-super-MareEast, but theEastwasdropped–andpaintedover– in1955
when theWest signalbox closed. TRANSPORT TREASURY/GEORGE HEIRON
Inset: Thenameboard fromthe signalbox,with theEastpaintedover, that sold
at auctionon July24 for£1000butwas stolen just over aweek later. It remains
unrecovered.GWRAILWAYANA

Railway lines:AdiagramofWeston-super-MareEast signalbox showing the ’box
near thebottom left of thebridge, themain line station curvingawayon the left,
andLockingRoadexcursion station top left beside the locomotive turntable.
SIGNALLING RECORD SOCIETY

Owner’s shock after
rare railwayana theft
ByGeoffCourtney

TWOrare itemsof railwayanaboughtat
auction fornearly £2000were stolen in
adaylight theft onlyhours afterbeing
collectedby their newowner–butone
was recoveredaweek laterwhen itwas
spotted for sale at anantiques fair.
Long-time railwayana collector

Chris Pratt, of Taunton, Somerset,
successfully bid for the two cast
iron signalling nameboards at a GW
Railwayana live online auction on
July 24, paying £1000 for aWeston-
super-Mare East Box board and £800
for a Junction Lock South ground
frame board from the Bristol Harbour
Railway’s Canons Marsh branch line.
He loaded the two heavy items

onto his trailer when collecting them
from GW Railwayana’s Simon Turner
on August 4. Hours later the trailer,
with its load, was stolen from a hotel
car park in Dudley,West Midlands,
when he was on his way to visit
Kidderminster Railway Museum.
Simon alerted members of the

railwayana movement about the
theft in an internet posting with
photographs should they be offered
the signs. Among the many who
read it was Roger Phipps, of Talisman
Railwayana, who, to his surprise, saw
the ground frame sign for sale at an
antiques fair at Newark Showground
on August 12.
“My wife Sandra and I spotted it

at one of the stalls and recognised
it immediately as being one of the
boards Simon had posted about,”
said Roger. “We contacted the
local constabulary and they sent
a policeman over, and he took the
sign to Newark police station.We are
delighted that we have been able to
help Chris retrieve one of the boards.”

Amazing coincidence
Thatdelightwas sharedbySimon,who
said:“I amreallypleased thatoneof
the twostolen itemswas recovered so
soonafter its theft, thanks toRoger and
Sandrahaving readmyalert andbeing
onalert themselves. It is anamazing
coincidence that they shouldhave
attended thevery fair thatoneof the
signswasbeing soldat.”
Chris, 70, is chairman of the

Heritage Railways’Signalling
Inspectors Group and a former chief
signalling inspector for theWest
Somerset Railway.
He said: “I was devastated and in

shock when I saw the car still there
but not the trailer. It was almost
surreal, I couldn’t believe it.”
The thieves had separated

the trailer from his car by using
bolt cutters.

Chris’s interest in signalling goes
back 55 years to when he was a
15-year-old schoolboy involved in
the study and implementation of
research into mainly GWR and BR
Western Region signalling.
“Duringmy schooldays in the 1960s

I visited many signalboxes prior to
their closure, includingWeston-
super-Mare East, and had tried to
acquire the plate from the then
owner a number of times,”he said.
The nameboard dates from an

original 1897 signalbox, and was
transferred to a replacement ’box
that opened in 1922.
It was namedWeston-super-

Mare East Box until September
1955, when the East in the title was

dropped following the closure of the
station’sWest signalbox. It closed in
January 1972.
Chris, who has now been reunited

with the ground frame sign, said he
would welcome any information on
the whereabouts of the signalbox
nameboard via his email address,
chris.r.p@btopenworld.com. The
West Midlands Police crime reference
number is 20/1342091/21.
The theft is the second in recent

times that has seen stolen railwayana
being offered for sale in Newark.
As reported last issue, a running-in
board stolen onMay 23 from the
closed but surviving Potton station
in Bedfordshire, later resurfaced at an
autojumble in the town.
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It’s a fair ‘Cop’ as Dundee
museummakes history
ByHughDougherty

DUNDEETransportMuseum ismaking
climatechangehistory as theonly
transportmuseum in theworld tobe
representedat the internationalCOP26
climatechangeconferencebeingheld
inGlasgow inNovember.
The museum’s plans to be the first

carbon neutral transport museum
in the country have been chosen
for display at the Glasgow Science
Centre, one of the conference’s
venues, alongside information
on seven other carbon neutral
projects, after the museum beat off
international competition from 48
other projects to win the right to be
part of the prestigious conference.
Currently housed in temporary

premises at Market Mews, the
museumwill be moving in 2024
to the city’s former Maryfield tram
depot, built in 1901. It will be
powered by solar panels, heated by

ground heat pumps and lit by LED
lights.
Displays will include trams,

railways, buses, shipping, steam
traction engines, cars, bicycles and
commercial vehicles, and there is a
long-term aim of operating electric
trams on track which survives at the
depot site, despite being closed to
trams in 1956.
Museum chairman Jim Pettigrew

said: “We are proud to have beaten
off opposition to be part of this
most important conference of world
leaders and to be on track to become
the country’s first carbon neutral
transport museum, showing that the
transport heritage sector has a key
role to play in using and promoting
the use of sustainable energy.”
The museum’s temporary premises

have already been converted to LED
lighting, and an exhibition held last
year highlighted the role of electricity
in transport on rail and road.

Western Courier back in
action at Severn Valley
BRClass 52diesel-hydraulicD1062
WesternCourier is back in serviceon the
SevernValleyRailwayafternearly two
yearsoutof action for repairs.
It returned to traffic on July

11, sharing duties on the SVR’s
Kidderminster-Bridgnorth ‘Pioneer’
service with classmate D1015Western
Champion – the latter hauling the
first return trip before D1062 took
over at Bewdley for the second run.
The duo then worked in top-and-

tail formation for the third trip, with
D1015 leading to Bridgnorth and
D1062 heading the return journey.
D1062 is owned by theWestern

Locomotive Association, along with
D1013Western Ranger,which is
currently under overhaul. The latter
was one of the last Class 52s in BR
service, taking part in the farewell

‘Western Tribute’ railtour on February
26, 1977.
The work undertaken on D1062

included the replacement of a worn
bogie equalising beam; removal of
one of the cardan shafts for repair;
replacement of air brake pipework
andmodifying the braking system
tomake it more accessible in the
cab; and the complex installation of
a replacement dynostarter at the A
end of the locomotive. A working
team spent three days undertaking
the latter task under Covid-secure
conditions in May.
As reported last issue,Western

Champion – owned by the Diesel
Traction Group – is due to return
to the main line on September
25, hauling the ‘Champion Torbay
Express’ for Pathfinder Tours.

LSWRO20-4-4TNo. 24Calbourneapproaches
Deacons Lanebridgewith the11.13amfrom

Smallbrook Junctionon the IsleofWight
SteamRailwayonAugust3.NICK GILLIAM

Maryfield tramdepot,whichwill houseDundeeMuseumofTransport from2024.
Its carbonneutral planswill beon showat theCop-26 climate change conference
inGlasgow inNovember.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Class 52diesel-hydraulicD1062WesternCourieratKidderminsterdiesel depoton
July11,with classmateD1015WesternChampionbehind. PAUL FINCH/WLA
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Bluebell Railwaymarks 60th
anniversary – one year late
ByRobinJones

THEBluebell Railway–whose
volunteersoperated the first trainover
a revived sectionof theBRstandard
gaugenationalnetworkbehindLBSCR
A1X‘Terrier’0-6-0TStepneyonSunday,
August 7, 1960– ran its 60thanniversary
galamarking theground-breaking
occasionayear late.
Last year’s planned celebrations on

August 7-9 were cancelled because
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Following
the lifting of Government restrictions,
a replacement '60+1' three-day event
was held on August 6-8, and despite
summer rain over two of the days, it
was declared a success.
A busy timetable was operated,

with exhibitions and displays at
every station, and visitors were given
opportunities to see progress made
on projects inside the workshops.

Early-morning visitors were able
to see the daily ritual of lighting up
locomotives in the running shed
at Sheffield Park, allowing them to
appreciate the work involved from
close at hand.

Pioneering achievement
ChrisVine, authorofPeter’s Railway,
headed toursof SteamWorks! at
SheffieldParkon theSaturdayand
Sunday. In addition, amusic festival
tookplaceatHorstedKeynes,with
entertainment from local bands
includingFragile Lucy, BroadMinded,
Xperiment,TheOrangeSunshine,
NewickFolk, Into theBlueand
TheLizards.
The event showcased the fact that

back in the 1960s, the achievement
of the Bluebell pioneers in saving a
first section of the closed Lewes to
East Grinstead line set an example

for revivalists across the UK to
follow. Founders of lines like the
Severn Valley Railway have often
credited their inspiration to the early
Bluebell achievers.
For the gala, the tightness of the

current motive power situation
limited steam haulage to just
four locomotives – BR Standard
4MT 2-6-4T No. 80151; SR Q 0-6-0
No. 30541; SECR H 0-4-4T No. 263;
and SECR O1 0-6-0 No. 65 – for
four duties.
The railway has responded by

hiring in a locomotive for the rest of
the season in the form of USATC S160
2-8-0 No. 6046 from the Churnet
Valley Railway, which arrived at
Sheffield Park on August 11 following
its appearance at the GreatWestern
Society’s own 60th anniversary gala
at Didcot Railway Centre (see pages
31 and 32-33 of this issue).

For much of its history, the
Bluebell has had a reputation for its
‘no diesel’policy. However, at the
60+1 gala, two were in operation, at
Horsted Keynes.

Shunting demonstrations
Class 09D4106gavedemonstrations
ofhowagoods train ismadeup,with
the shuntbeingperformed in theUp
sideyard.
All the wagons had numbers which

were drawn out of a hat, and the
shunter had to arrange them all in
order for a seven-wagon rake, while a
running commentary explained what
was happening to the public.
Meanwhile, the carriage and

wagon department’s Sentinel/
Rolls-Royce/Thomas Hill 4W diesel-
hydraulic No. 10241 was used to offer
driver experiences for the public
under supervision.
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Below left: SRQ0-6-0No. 30541
leavesHorstedKeyneswith the
4.45pmfromSheffieldParkon
August6.NICK GILLIAM

SECRH0-4-4TNo. 263 climbsFreshfieldBankwith the2.30pmfromSheffieldParkonAugust6.NICK GILLIAM

Runningayear late?BRStandard4MT2-6-4TNo. 80151proudly carries theBluebell Railway1960-202060thanniversary
headboard.DAVID CABLE/BR

Celebrating sixdecades, oneyearofmagnificenceandmarket-leading
inspiration: SECRO10-6-0No. 65 inactionduring thegala.DAVID CABLE/BR

Above: Class 09D4106givesbrake
van ridesatHorstedKeynes.
MIKE HOPPS/BR

Bluebell marketing and
communications manager Ruth
Rowatt said: “We were disappointed
not to be able to celebrate properly
in 2020 due to Covid-19 but very
glad at the time to reopen.
“However, this year we are so

excited and relieved that restrictions
are lifted, and we are able to
celebrate our achievements of the
last 61 years properly.
“It is important that it flourishes

for the next 60 years for future

generations to experience and enjoy
their heritage.”

Looking to the future
Oneeagerly-anticipatedmajor
landmark in the years aheadwill be
the completion of the newBrighton
H2Atlantic No. 32424BeachyHead,
replicating the original thatwas cut
up at EastleighWorks just prior to the
formationof the Bluebell.
Then there is the possibility of

the rebuilding of the Ardingly

branch, andmaybe a secondmain
line connection, this time into
Haywards Heath.
The next special event is the first

Bluebell Railway Beer Festival over
the weekend of September 10-12.
It is mainly taking place at Sheffield
Park, but there will be some special
beers at Horsted Keynes and on
board trains.
�Aspecial featureon60yearsof
theBluebell Railwaywas carried in
issue268.
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AWITHDRAWNPacerhas started
anew life as a classroomand
library at aNorthumberland
school.
The two-car unit, No. 144002,

was donated by leasing
company Porterbrook toThe
Dales specialist education
primary school in Blyth. It
was delivered on July 19 and
unloaded the following day
by Railway Support Services,
which provided road transport
at a discounted rate from the
unit’s previous location of
Worksop. It was placed on
track donated and installed by
Network Rail, but because of
the constraints of the site, both
vehicles had to be unloaded
onto temporary lengths of rail
before being slewed sideways
into their final position.
The unit has had its engine

and transmission removed, and
it will be fitted out as a learning
centre.
TheDales headteacher Dr

Sue Fisher said:“The trainwill
provide childrenwith engaging
learning opportunities and
offer thosewith additional
needs a chance to learn new
travel skills, develop career
aspirations and a lifelong love
of reading.”
Another Pacer, former Arriva

TrainsWales Class 143 unit
No. 143602, has arrived at the
NeneValley Railway.

School train:
Pacerbecomes
a classroom

ByRobinJones

BRITAIN’S latestnew-build locomotive
–thereplicaof3ftgaugeSouthwold
RailwaySharpStewart2-4-0TNo.3Blyth
– isduetosteamimminently.
The £300,000 locomotive is in the

final stage of construction by North
Bay Railway Engineering Services at
Darlington, which, as we closed for
press, was undertaking themultitude
of essential plumbing jobs, having
completed all the platework. A final
coat of blue livery is to be applied
before it is lined out.
The owner the Southwold Railway

Trust has launched a £40,000 appeal
to cover the cost of completing the
locomotive.
No. 3 Blythwas one of three supplied

to the legendary Suffolk railway
when it opened in 1879 but was the
only original locomotive in service
throughout its entire 50-year lifespan
until it ceased operations in 1929,
when it nearly became theworld’s
first heritage railway –more than two
decades before that honour went to
theTalyllyn.
Once completed, the new Blythwill

be delivered to the Southwold Railway
after first being run on rollers at
Darlington. The Southwold Railway's
Steamworks visitor centre in Blyth
Road is being created on a former
gasworks site next to the original
formation of the line.

Another new-build to follow
Trust chairman JohnBennett said:“The
brasswhistle is nowfirmly fixedon top
of thecab so I thinkwecancall that a
‘toppingout’, toborrowanarchitectural
expression.NorthBay ismakinga
beautiful jobof it.
“We still need to raise funds for

it, so any contributions will be
gratefully received.”
Anyonewhowould like to

contribute to the completion of
Blyth is invited to send contributions
to the Southwold RailwayTrust
at 1 Barnaby Green, Southwold
IP18 6AP, or donate via Paypal by
visitingwww.southwoldrailway.
co.uk and navigating to Heritage
Train Project under theTrust Projects
drop-downmenu.
Also nearing completion at NBRES

is BigDave, a 2ft gauge replica Bagnall
Sipat class 0-4-0ST based on an
original built in 1909 for the Sipat
WaterWorks in India, which is being
built for Scotland’s Shed 47 Railway
Restoration Group at Lathalmond
RailwayMuseum to the north of
Dunfermline, on a shared site with the
ScottishVintage BusMuseum.

Based in an original SecondWorld
War loco shed during the past 24
years, the group has been rebuilding
a small section of the once vast
railway system that served the Royal
Naval Supply Depot at Lathalmond.
The group has both standard and 2ft
gauge operational lines.
NBRES had been formed especially

to build a replica Sipat, the first being
Georginawhich, launched onMarch
23, 2016 (issue 214), was supplied
to Scarborough’s 20in gauge North
Bay Railway, then owned by David
Humphreys. Up to that point, the
line, which opened in 1931, had used
‘miniature’Hudswell Clarke diesel-

powered steamoutline locomotives.
In March, the North Bay Railway

was sold to Cleethorpes Coast Light
Railway proprietors John Kerr and
Peter Bryant, who have since decided
not to run steam on the Scarborough
line – and so Georgina has been
returned to David.
Because of the rarity of 20in gauge

lines in the UK onwhich to run
Georgina, it is to be regauged to 2ft –
after which it will be offered for sale
at £65,000. However, if the buyer is
happy to allow it to remain at 20in
gauge, a discount will be available.
Serious inquiries are invited at david@
nbres.co.uk or 07831 381333.

ThenewBlyth inside theNorthBayRailwayEngineeringServicesworkshop in
Darlington, ready for its final coatofbluepaint.NBRES

New-buildBagnall Sipat class0-4-0STGeorgina is up for saleafter theNorthBay
Railwaydecided to stopusing steam locomotives.NICK SKELTON

Southwold’s newBlyth
gets ready to steam

Open-topbus
linkswithELR
SUMMERvisitors to theEast
LancashireRailwayhavebeen
offered thechance to combine
their journeywithanopen-top
bus ride.
DiamondBusNorthWest’s

‘RammyRambler’open-top
buswill provide three through
journeys per day between
Wednesday and Sunday
fromBolton Interchange
to Ramsbottom.
ELR chairmanMike Kelly said:

“As foreign travel restrictions
mean fewer of uswill be
enjoying a traditional sunshine
break abroad this year, families
are now rediscovering the
delights that are on their
owndoorstep."
To book tickets, visit www.

eastlancsrailway.org.uk/events-
activities/rammy-rambler
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Embsay is thenewhome for two
LNERcoaches fromLlangollen
ByRobinJones

THELNERCoachAssociation is
takingcareof twohistoric coaches
whichhave recentlybeenmoved
fromtheLlangollenRailway.
ThompsonBuffet CarNo. E1706E

is oneof twoDoncaster-built
vehicles, Nos. 1705and1706,which
werebuilt in 1948as loungebuffets
for thepostwar‘Flying Scotsman’
service.
Tomark the coronationofQueen

Elizabeth II in 1953, BR incorporated
them in two sets consisting entirely
ofThompson coaches for thenon-
stop‘Elizabethan’servicebetween
King’s Cross andEdinburgh.
The pair were the last passenger

coaches of pre-nationalisation
design to remain in servicewith BR.
In 1957 the catering vehicleswere
replaced in the‘Elizabethan’sets

and the two lounge buffets were
rebuilt for general use as restaurant
buffets.
During its subsequent service,

No. E1706E appearedonboth the
‘NorthCountry Continental’route
betweenHarwich andManchester
and theWestHighland line in
Scotland.
Transferred toDepartmental use

in 1979, itwas sold for preservation
in 1981 andarrived at Llangollen
in 1986.
It is ownedby theThompson

HeritageBuffetAssociation
(THBA),whichmodified it to a close
representationof its original layout
as a loungebuffet, theworkbeing
completed in 2012.The superbly-
restored coach figured as 'The Flying
Scotsman’s Cocktail Bar' in the
National RailwayMuseum’s Service
with Style exhibition in 2016.

No. E1706Ehasbeen transferred
to secure accommodation at the
Embsay&BoltonAbbeySteam
Railway, alongwith 1907-built East
Coast Joint StockThirdCorridor
No. 377.Oneof the earliestGresley
coaches, itwas latterly used to store
spares.
As part ofNo. 377's restoration to

ECJS condition, the LNERCA intends
to reconstruct the interior,which
wasguttedbyBR. ChairmanNick
Stringer said:“Weare verygrateful
to theTHBA for generouslymaking

this superbThompsonBuffet
available to join the collectionunder
LNERCA’s care. After attention to
the runninggear, itwill be available
to the EBASR to run in its very
successful dining train services.
“The ECJS coach is a longer-term

project andweare indebted to
our hosts at Embsay formaking
available covered accommodation
for both coaches.”
�TheLNERCAhas stockedupon
teak froma‘barnfind’for future
restorationprojects – seepage45.

Perrygrove launches new steam loco project
THEForestofDean’s 15ingauge
PerrygroveRailwaycelebrated its 25th
birthdayonAugust 1–andmarked the
occasionwith theannouncement that
anew0-6-0STwill bebuilt byNorthBay
RailwayEngineeringServices.
NBRES owner David Humphreys

said that the design of the new
locomotive will draw on Perrygrove’s
0-6-0T Spirit of Adventure, which
was built in 1994 by Exmoor Steam
Railway. Supplied to Perrygrove for
the opening of the Coleford line in
1996, it was its first steam locomotive
and hauled all of its services for the
first decade on its own.
On August 1, all of the line’s three

steam locomotives were in service,

welcoming the Mayor of Coleford,
Coun Nick Penny BEM, and a special
birthday cake modelled on Spirit of
Adventurewas on display.
That first departure a quarter of

a century ago was recreated with
Spirit of Adventure and two Exmoor
carriages, and departed Perrygrove
station full.

Stronger engine needed
The first trainwasdrivenbyMichael
Crofts and firedbyDavidNelson-Brown.
Michael andhiswifeFrancesbuilt
Perrygroveandstill livenextdoor.
DavidandhiswifeKatherinenowown
the railway, also livingonsitewith
their children.

Coun Penny said: “I am delighted to
be here today to showmy support to
Perrygrove. The team does so much
to enhance the tourism offering in
Coleford and the wider Forest of
Dean area.”
Mr Nelson-Brown said: “It was a

lovely summer’s day back in 1996. Of
course, a lot has changed over the
years, but after a difficult 18 months
we’re thrilled to say that things are
most definitely going in the right
direction, hence the launching today
of our new steam locomotive project.
“The railway is getting busier and

is opening in low seasonmore and
more, so a new, stronger engine is
now needed.

“We’re very much looking forward
to being involved in the build. The
colour and name of the new loco is
yet to be decided; althoughmy wife
and daughter keep asking for it to
be pink, I am resisting and dropping
hints about Port of Par green!”

2023 target
Acrowdfundingappeal towards the
locomotive,which is scheduled for
completionby spring2023, hasbeen
setupatwww.gofundme.com/f/
perrygrove-railway-new-steam-
locomotive-project
The railway, which carries about

35,000 passengers each year, also has
a project to build a new diesel.

Left:Nowfor thenext25years!
Celebrating thePerrygroveRailway’s
first quarterof a centuryasamajor
player in the local tourist economyare,
left to right, theMayorofColeford,
CounNickPennyBEM, railwayowner
DavidNelson-Brown, andMichael
Crofts, originalbuilder and former
ownerof the line,withExmoorSteam
Railway0-6-0TSpiritofAdventure (left)
and2-6-2T Lydia,built byAlanKeef in
2008.PR

Above:A schematic of thenew
locomotive tobebuilt for the
PerrygroveRailway.NBRES

ThompsonBuffetNo. E1706E in the condition that itwasdisplayedat the
NationalRailwayMuseum’s ServicewithStyle exhibition in2016.
PETER LUND/THBA
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NorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayappeals for lineside conservationvolunteers
THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway
has issuedaplea formorevolunteers
tohelpwith its ongoing lineside
conservationprojects that arepart of
its £10millionYorkshire’sMagnificent
Journey (YMJ)project to secure the
futureof the line.
Following a full habitat survey

along its 18miles of track, NYMR
lineside conservation officer
Kerry Fieldhouse and her team
are nowdeveloping a full habitat
management plan. It will not
only focus on preserving and
encouraging the flora and fauna,
but also look at the restoration
and preservation of themany
lineside huts that can be seen along
the railway.
Kerry said:“We have a fantastic

group butwe’re looking formore
volunteerswho are practical and

can helpwith the hands-on repairs
of the boundaries and buildings
where, in days gone by, workers
would have camped out for days
on end. It’d be really nice to restore
them in situ andmake some of
thempart of the habitat, creating
nesting opportunities.
“We also needmore people to

helpwith the habitatmanagement;
it’s a privilege for someonewho
loves nature. A lot of our volunteers
feel very connectedwith the
landscape, and it’s great to really
feel part of what you’re doing.
“At a timewhenmany of us have

felt a little disconnected, it’s nice to
get back out there.”
TheYMJ appeal is funded by

grants from the EuropeanUnion,
theNational Lottery Heritage Fund,
theDepartment of Environment

Farming and Rural Affairs, the
Local Enterprise Partnership and
by donations from the charity’s
members and supporters.
The funding has also enabled the

NYMR to redevelop the old school

at Stape asTheOutstation, a new
volunteer development hub and
outreach centre.
To find outmore and volunteer at

theNYMR, visit www.nymr.co.uk/
volunteer

Kitson0-6-0STAustin1 (WorksNo. 5459of1932), fromtheLlangollenRailway, is currently visiting theSomerset&Dorset
RailwayHeritageTrust atMidsomerNorton.On July4, itwas in steamfor aMixedTractionGala, alongwith the resident
steam locomotiveSentinel 4wVBTWorksNo. 7109of1927, restored inLMS livery to represent thealmost identical Sentinels
thatworkedon theS&DatnearbyRadstock.DUNCAN SAVIDGE

Lineside conservation
officerKerry Fieldhouse.
NYMR

Avolunteer carryingoutmasonryworkona
linesidewall.NYMR

S&DTrust andMidsomerNorton
group forge closer partnership
TWOSomerset&DorsetRailway
preservationgroups– theS&DRailway
Trust and theMidsomerNorton-based
S&DRailwayHeritageTrust –are towork
together for the first time.
Following the eviction of the SDRT

from its long-time home on theWest
Somerset Railway atWashford, it has
entered into a formal agreement
with the Heritage Trust for some of its
museum artefacts to go on long-term
display at the restored S&DMidsomer
Norton station.
This will include several station

running-in boards from the northern
half of the famous Bath Green Park-
BournemouthWest cross-country
line. It is anticipated that they will go
on display later this year.
Other small artefacts from the

SDRT collection will also go to
Midsomer Norton on a short-term
rotating basis, being chosen by
membership representatives from
both organisations.
At this stage, it is not anticipated

that any of the SDRT’s collection of
rolling stock, or its flagship SDJR
7F 2-8-0 No. 53808, are likely to
make the samemove – but both
groups stated they“hope this initial
agreement will be the start of a
developing relationship that will in
the future see more of the SDRT’s
unique collection complementing
the restored station, line and
operations at Midsomer Norton.”
SDRT chairman IanYoung and

SDRHT chairman Stephen Lacey
commented: “This is a significant
and welcome development for

both trusts.We believe that much
progress in terms of promoting
the history and awareness of the
Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway can
be achieved by cooperative ventures
such as this.We look forward to
future developments.”
Originally called the Somerset &

Dorset Railway Circle, the SDRT was
formed towards the end of 1965 to
record the history of the S&D, which
was then just months from its closure
on March 6, 1966.

However, the group quickly started
preserving rolling stock, most
notably rescuing No. 53808 from
Barry scrapyard. After its initial plan
to set up a preserved line on the S&D
at Radstock fell through, it moved to
Washford in 1975.
TheWest Somerset Railway plc

gave the trust notice in February
2020 to quit theWashford site,
since when the 7F, Peckett 0-4-0ST
Works No. 1788 of 1929 Kilmersdon
and some of the rolling stock have

moved to the Mid-Hants Railway.
TheWatercress Line is holding an
S&D-themed gala on October 1-3,
which will include the opening of
a newmuseum display with other
artefacts from the trust’s collection
(see separate story, page 14).
The Heritage Trust moved into

Midsomer Norton station in March
1996. Since then, it has restored the
station and relaid a mile of track
southwards towards Chilcompton,
with plans for further extensions.
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Goinggreen: FormerNorwegianStateRailwaysClass 21c2-6-0No. 376Norwegian, theonly tender locomotiveon theKent&East SussexRailway, heads towards
WittershamRoadstationwith theWealdenPullmandining trainonAugust 29, 2016. The four-coach train comprises, rearward fromthe locomotive, SRMaunsell brake
No. 4433 from1933,PullmancarTheodora from1926,BRMk.1Dianadating from1955, andPullmancarBarbara, alsobuilt in1926.Agreen technologykitchencarwill
bea featureof the trainnext year after a£250,000 refurbishment. PHIL EDWARDS

Warley Model Railway 2021 show
cancelled over coronavirus fears
DESPITE theGovernment’s‘Freedom
Day’liftingofCovid-19 restrictions, this
year’sWarleyNationalModelRailway
Exhibitionhasbeencancelled.
With infection rates again reported

as rising throughout the country,
the show at the National Exhibition
Centre near Birminghamwas called
off because“the ongoing perception

of risk means there are toomany
uncertainties to deliver a successful
event in 2021,”a statement from
organiser, theWarley Model Railway
Club, said.
The 2022 event at the NEC will now

be held on November 26/27, and
invitations to exhibitors and trade
stands will be sent out on January 16.

KESR’s relief after ‘monumental’
refurbishment of vital dining coach
ByGeoffCourtney

KENT&East SussexRailway staff and
volunteers arebreathinga sighof relief
following the return froma£250,000
refurbishmentof a kitchencar central
to the railway’spost-Covid fightback
after as its financesweredecimatedby
the lockdowns.
The coach, 1961-built BR Mk.1

RU No. 1987, will replace Pullman
kitchen car Diana, which itself needs
a major overhaul after 40 years
of continuous service. The Mk.1’s
availability for the 2022 season
means the future of the railway’s
Wealden Pullman dining train, a
vital money-spinner which accounts
for about 16% of the KESR annual
income, is assured.
KESR commercial manager André

Freeman described the restoration,
which was carried out by Arlington
Fleet Services at the former LSWR
works in Eastleigh, as a“monumental
project, especially in the middle of a
global pandemic.”

Feedback and repeat bookings, he
said, illustrated howmuch the train,
which in a normal year carries up to
4500 passengers and averages 97%
loadings, was appreciated.

Green technology
“The kitchen equipment will now
be fitted by our carriage and wagon
department at Tenterden prior to its
introduction next spring.We have
taken a huge step forward in securing
the service for the years to come.”
Another reason for the railway’s

delight and pride at completing the
project is that, as reported in issue
277, the restoration represented a
leap forward for the world of railway
preservation due to its use of green
technology. Instead of the kitchen
car’s catering equipment being
powered by a large traditional diesel-
powered electrical generator, it will
be battery-driven, using the latest
technology available in this field.
Not only will this benefit the

environment, but it will also lead to

the elimination of all noise, vibration
and combustion gas, and will future-
proof the train against increasing
environmental controls.
“With the kitchen car now set

to enter service next spring and
the fundraising appeal for the
£250,000 cost of the refurbishment
having reached its target, our next
Wealden Pullman projects include
the restoration of the exquisite
marquetry in our Pullman car
Theodora, the return of Pullman car
Aries, and the provision of cover
to protect these valuable heritage
vehicles,” said André.
TheWealden Pullman train was

introduced by preservationists when
the railway, which was closed by BR
in 1961, opened as a heritage line in
1974. Two of its carriages, Barbara
and Theodora, are the only survivors
of those built by the Metropolitan
CarriageWagon & Finance Co in 1926
to operate from London’s Cannon
Street and Charing Cross stations to
TunbridgeWells and Hastings.

The railway has received another
boost with the return on September
11/12 of its 1940s weekend, when the
clock will be turned back to wartime
Britain.

Wartime displays
Steam trains will leave Tenterden
and Bodiam stations at each end of
the 10½-mile line hourly between
10.30am and 4.30pm. Both stations
will feature live music, while
Tenterden will also have wartime
cooking demonstrations and Bodiam
a vintage pop-up tea room.Weather
permitting, there will also be an aerial
Spitfire display.
Other entertainment will include

vintage stalls, live performers, a
display of vintage civilian andmilitary
vehicles, and Land Army displays.
“After such a long time apart, we

are looking forward to the return
of this popular weekend, which
provides fun for all the family,”
said sales andmarketingmanager
Helen Douglas.
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ANEWfront tubeplatehasbeen
ordered for ex-Barry scrapyardGWR
28842-8-0No. 3814,which isunder
restorationatNorthernSteam
Engineeringof Stockton-on-Tees.
Its driving and ponywheelsets

are to be sent to the SouthDevon
Railway for new tyres. As reported
last issue, its Collett 4000-gallon

tender has recentlymoved toNSE
from the locomotive’s previous
base of the Llangollen Railway,
and is to be completedwith
the intention of initially hiring
it to new-build 4-6-0 No. 6880
BettonGrange,which is now
nearing completion atTyseley
LocomotiveWorks.

New tubeplate for 2-8-0No. 3814



Left: LNERA4No. 60009
UnionofSouthAfricapasses
Castleton Junctionwith
the ‘ScarboroughFlyer’ on
themorningof September
14, 2012. Earmarked for
retirementanda futureon
static displayatowner John
Cameron’sproposednewFife
museum,No. 60009will be
haulingpassenger trainson
October15-17,December31
and January1-3on theEast
LancashireRailwaybefore its
boiler ticket runsout. For full
details of its last trips, visit
www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk
ALANWEAVER

Below:Theproposed
Castleton terminus for the
East LancashireRailway.
ROCHDALE BOROUGH
COUNCIL

A1SteamLocomotiveTrust chairman
SteveDaviesMBEpresses thebutton
to startmachining the first cylinder
block component fornewP2No. 2007
PrinceofWalesatHowcoGroupPlc,
Irvine.A1SLT

Rochdale council plans
ELR Castleton extension

Now the new P2 gets 1000 pints a week!
ByRobinJones

THEground-breakingproject tobuild
the seventhexampleofBritain’smost
powerful expresspassenger steam
locomotive is celebrating signingup its
1000th‘P2 for thepriceof apintofbeer
aweek’covenantor.
The scheme is on track to raise

more than £250,000 a year for the
project to build Gresley ‘Mikado’
2-8-2 No. 2007 Prince ofWales, having
raised nearly £2 million so far.
The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust

has proved amarket leader in
raising funds for its new-build
projects, beginning with A1
No. 60163 Tornado.
The Boiler Club has recruited 228

of its 300-member initial target,
while The Tender Club has reached
106 of its 250-member initial target
and The P2 Support Coach Appeal
has 56 of its 100-supporter initial

target. The Injectors Club launched
in June has already recruited 14 of
its 50-member initial target and The
Cylinder Manufacturing Club, only
launched in July, has recruited 26 of
its 250-member initial target. The
trust’s Dedicated Donation scheme
has raised more than £440,000.
The Motion Club has passed its

initial target of 175 members and
will remain open until the final
heavy motion is delivered, while
The Pony (Truck) Club has passed
its 20-member initial target with 32
members signed up, enabling the
funding of certification costs; and The
Turbogen Club has reached its initial
target of 40 members.
The Founders Club had a target of

100 members but has now recruited
more than 360, while The Mikado
Club has reached its extended
target of 200 members to fund the
wheeling of the engine and tender;

and The Cylinder Club has hit its
initial target of 100 members.
So far more than £4million

has been raised and spent of the
estimated £6milion required to
complete No. 2007 within the next
two years. Design work for the
modified cylinder block is complete
with construction underway, with
the focus now turned to adaptation
of the Lentz rotary cam poppet valve
gear to overcome deficiencies in the
original design.
Trustee Mark Allatt said: “The

levels of support and interest that
have been generated towards our
new P2 have been nothing short
of sensational.”
�Supporters canbecomeaP2
Covenantor (regulardonor) atwww.
p2steam.com/support/regular-
donations, byemailingenquiries@
p2steam.comor telephoning
01325460163.

ROCHDALE BoroughCouncil has
published adevelopmentplan for
the area aroundCastleton station in
preparation for the East Lancashire
Railway’s future extension to the town.
The ELR plans to extend its

services from its current eastern
terminus of Heywood over the
existing 1½ miles of freight-only line
that connects it to Network Rail to a
cross-platformmain line interchange
at Castleton station. The proposed
extension will make the ELR 14 miles
long in total.
No estimated timescale has been

given for the extension, but the
council’s Supplementary Planning

Document is described as a strategy
“to guide future development and
infrastructure investment within the
Castleton area over a minimum of 20
years and beyond.”
It envisages new housing and

public open spaces, including the
“revitalisation”of the Rochdale Canal,
and will safeguard two possible plots
of land for the ELR terminus, either
adjacent to the existing Castleton
platforms or slightly to the south of
the current station on the opposite
side of Manchester Road bridge.
Transport for Greater Manchester is

also proposing ‘tram-train’operation
between Oldham, Rochdale and

Heywood via Castleton, while the
restoration of services between Bury
and Bolton is the subject of a bid to
the Government’s Restoring Your
Railways fund.
However, the council’s plan states:

“It is paramount that any proposals
that come forward protect the

successful and increasingly popular
ELR heritage services.”
As featured last issue, to cater for

the anticipated growth in traffic
when the Castleton extension goes
ahead, the ELR is planning a major
redevelopment of its BuckleyWells
engineering headquarters at Bury.
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A4plate and badge pairing to
be auctioned for first time
EXCLUSIVE

ByGeoffCourtney

ANAMEPLATE,badgeandsmokebox
numberplate fromA4No. 60027Merlin
will be joinedatauctionbyanotherA4
plate,andplates fromanA1andA3, inan
LNERPacificbonanzaonNovember13. It
willbe thefirst timeanA4nameplatehas
goneunder thehammerwith itsbadge.
A Scottish resident all its life,

No. 60027was built at Doncaster
(works No. 1851) inMarch 1937
andwas allocated to Edinburgh
Haymarket (64B) for 25 years. It was a
regular on the Edinburgh to London
King’s Cross ‘Elizabethan’express due
to it being one of the 23members
of the class pairedwith a corridor
tender that enabled the footplate
crews to change during the 393-mile
non-stop journey.

Scottish ‘cop’
Beingoften seenon this flagship train
enabledLondon-based trainspotters to
‘cop’a64Bengine, a rarity comparable
toa66A (GlasgowPolmadie) Princess
CoronationPacificdrawing intoEuston.
The Pacific, whichwas withdrawn

from the Edinburgh shed of St

Margaret’s (64A) in September 1965,
was one of a select band of A4s that
carried a badge or plaque, others
including fellowHaymarket residents
Nos. 60009Unionof SouthAfrica and
60024 Kingfisher.
The plaques depict the badge of

HMSMerlin, a Royal Naval Air Service
station in Donibristle, Fife, andwere
fitted to the locomotive’s cabsides in
May 1946 and transferred to the boiler
streamlining in 1948.
GWRailwayana director and

auctioneer SimonTurner estimates
the plate with badge, whichwill be
sold together, at £40,000 to £50,000,
and the smokebox numberplate,
which is being auctioned separately,

at £5000 to £8000. He said the late
collector, whose family was selling the
set, had cherished the plate somuch
that at his funeral flowers poignantly
depicted the locomotive, nameplate
and badge.

Pacific line-up
The secondA4nameplate in theauction
isMilesBeevor fromNo. 60026, named
after theLNERchief legal advisor from
1943until nationalisation in1948.
It was built at Doncaster a month

before No. 60027, in February 1937
(works No. 1850), was named Kestrel
until being renamed in November
1947 just weeks before the LNER
became part of British Railways,

Watchingbrief: A4No. 60027Merlinpasses the signalboxatHilton Junction, southofPerth,withaGlasgow-AberdeenexpressonAugust15, 1963. The firemanof the
Pacific,whichwasbasedat theGlasgowshedof StRollox (65B) towork theseprestigious three-hour trains, is lookingbehindhimat someonewalkingalong theUp
line–perhaps it is the signalman fromthe1873 ‘box thatoversees the junction.Anameplateandbadge fromthe locomotive,with its smokeboxnumberplate,will be
comingup for auctiononNovember13ata combined topestimateof£58,000. TRANSPORT TREASURY/NEVILLE STEAD COLLECTION

and was withdrawn from Aberdeen
Ferryhill (61B) in December 1965.
Completing the LNER Pacific

nameplate line-up areMelton from
A3No. 60044 and Silurian fromA1
No. 60121. The former was built
at Doncaster in June 1924 and
withdrawn from King’s Cross shed
(34A) in June 1963 after amain line
career of nearly 40 years, while the
LNER-designed A1was built by BR
also at Doncaster in December 1948
and taken out of service fromYork
(50A) in October 1965. All are from the
same collection asMerlin.
Simon said that the four represented

the highest number of LNER
nameplates he had ever sold at one
auction.
“TheMerlin plate with its badge and

smokebox is obviously a top-drawer
set, but to have it accompanied in
the same auction by another A4, and
A1 and A3 plates is really the icing on
the cake.”
The auctionwill be live online, with

email, telephone, and commission
bids, and starts at 9.30am.
�For a full previewof theauction, see
GeoffCourtney’s railwayanacolumn in
nextmonth’s issue.

A4memories: Thenameplate, badgeandsmokeboxnumberplate fromA4
No.60027MerlinbeingauctionedonNovember13.GWRAILWAYANA
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J21 on course for 2022 steaming with tender to be rebuilt this year
NER J210-6-0No. 65033continues
tomakeprogress towardsa2023
steaming, as expectedby theowning
LocomotiveConservation&Learning
Trust.
With the engine completely

stripped and refurbishment of many

A landmark for the restorationofNER
J21No. 65033was the first application
ofNERgreen to the refurbished
drivingwheels.Work is not expected
tobeginon theengine’s rolling chassis
until earlynext year, once the tender is
completed.DAVIDWRIGHT

GREATCentral Railway staff and
volunteers aremourning the lossof
driverCliff Perry at theageof75on
August 1, followinga short illness.
He began his railway career at

Nuneaton shed in 1961, although
with the demise of steam it lasted
only a few years. Returning to the

footplate at the GCR, “his efforts and
skills were highly regarded,” said
the line’s general manager Richard
Patching. “Always a team player,
Cliff contributed fully to the less
glamorous prepping and disposal
of locomotives and always went
the extra mile to welcome somany

guests over the years on their ‘Drive a
Loco’experiences.
“Words can probably never

sufficiently describe how everyone
found Cliff, whether they be his GCR
colleagues, or visitors and guests –
his unfailing cheerfulness, courtesy
and helpfulness were evident to all.

“The railway sends its condolences
at this difficult time to Cliff’s wife,
June, and their family.”
Cliff’s funeral was held at Canley

Crematorium, Coventry, on August
16. The previous day, ‘Black Five’
No. 45305 carried a wreath during
the GCR’s Railways atWork event.

HighSpeedTrains arriveatArley inSevernValleyRailway storagecontract
VISITORStothequintessentialGWR
branch linestationofArleyonthe
SevernValleyRailwayover thenext
fewmonthswillbeconfrontedbythe
incongruoussightoffiveHighSpeed
Trainpowercars.
TheClass 43 locomotives –

Nos. 43251, 43257, 43272, 43274
and43277–which formerly ranwith
TrainOperatingCompany LNER, are
nowpart of theColas Rail fleet for
useonNetworkRail test trains
Aswell as keeping them in

storage, the SVRhopes itmaygain

further contractwork from test runs
with the vehicles.
A sixth example, No. 43044,

wasbriefly in residencebutwas
quicklymovedonby road to its new
preservationhomewith the125
Groupat theNottinghamHeritage

Railway. It hadbeenat LeedsNeville
Hill depot, but, explainedSVR
operationsmanagerMatt Robinson:
“Itwasdelivered toKidderminster
due to roadaccess issues at Leeds
NevilleHill depot and rail access
issues at theNHR.”

corner or two, but to do so would be
false economy,”Toby continued.
“This Heritage Lottery Fund-backed

restoration is a one-off that will never
happen again and so we need to
take this opportunity to do the job
right; not only from a conservation
point of view, but also an important
operational one."
�Meanwhile, the J21’s eventual home
ofKirkbyStephenEast stationon the
StainmoreRailwayfinally reopened
on July25 for thefirst time since the
pandemicbegan. Itsmain focus is the
recently-arrived1903-builtNER seven-
compartment clerestory luggage
compositeNo. 818, on long-term loan
fromBeamishMuseum.
The vehicle is complete but in

need of some £25,000 to refurbish
and repaint it, and remedywhere
water ingress has damaged two
compartments. It is hoped to have
it running next year, and eventually
run behind the J21.

parts ongoing, rebuilding the tender
is this year’s priority. As revealed by
Heritage Railway in late 2019, new
tender frames were needed due to
severe wastage and risk of cracking
on the existing ones.
It is being restored by Locomotive

Maintenance Services Ltd at
Loughborough, where it has
been since September 2019. LCLT
chairman TobyWatkins said: “During
this year steady progress has been
made, with assembling the tender
using the old frames as a template.
Building a new tender isn’t simply
a case of bunging all the bits onto
the new frames; there has been a
painstaking process of offering up,
measuring and reference to the old
frames, before drilling and fitting –
for every part.”
With a new tender tank arriving in

the autumn, the LCLT is on course for
a completed tender by the end of the
year, with a number of refurbished

parts such as horn guides, spring
hangers and brake gear now
installed. The tender wheelsets,
freshly refurbished by South Devon
Railway Engineering Ltd, will shortly
be on site to create a rolling chassis.
Toby added: “The LCLT/LMSL

approach is to reuse every part
possible unless engineering,
operational or safety needs dictate
otherwise.Where new parts are
cast, they then have to bemachined
across several faces, drilled and then
machined again. This can take one
person almost an entire week to do;
thus glib statements such as ‘new
tender frame brackets fitted’can hide
a lot of work and expense.”
Every part of the J21 has been

assessed from a heritage and an
engineering point of view, including
the decision in 2019 to replace the
engine and tender frames.
“We could actually save a few quid

here and there by cutting the odd

Farewell to Nuneaton and GCR engineman Cliff Perry

Left: Passing throughSwithland
Sidings, LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0
No. 45305heads the11.15amup
Loughborough-LeicesterNorth train,
carryingawreath inmemoryof the
lateCliff Perry.
ANDREW SOUTHWELL

Above: FormerNuneatonandGreat
Central RailwayenginemanCliff Perry,
whodiedonAugust1.GCR

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 29



That’s a 28% savingwhen paying by direct debit

Payjust£3.23
peredition

>> Free UK delivery to your door or instant download to your digital device

>> Save money on shop prices >> Never miss an issue

>> Receive your issue before it goes on sale in the shops

Great reasons to subscribe

DIGITAL ONLY

FIVE GREAT OPTIONS TO CHOOSE FROM…
PRINT ONLY
1 year direct debit for£42
1 year credit/debit card for£45
2 years credit/debit card for£85

6 issues credit/debit card for£15.99
12 issues credit/debit card for£28.99



classicmagazines.co.uk/HRDPS
01507 529529 and quote HRDPS
Lines are open from 8.30am-5pmweekdays

TERMS& CONDITIONS: Rates are based on UK orders only – for overseas please visit www.classicmagazines.co.uk/hr-overseas. Subscriptions will start with the next available issue.
Offer closes 08/10/21. Direct debit payments will continue at the price you paid, on this offer, every 12 months thereafter unless you tell us otherwise. Full terms and conditions
can be found at www.classicmagazines.co.uk/terms. Quoted savings are based on a 13 issue direct debit subscription when compared to the cost of 13 full price printed issues

LATE EVENING STEAM: Churnet Valley Railway-based 1945-built

USATC S160 2-8-0 No. 6046 in action during its recent loan visit

to Didcot Railway, where it joined in the first set of celebrations

to mark the Great Western Society’s 60th anniversary, as

described overleaf. Following No. 6046’s Didcot appearance, it

was taken by low loader to the Bluebell Railway, which has hired

it for the rest of the main summer season to offset a temporary

steam shortage. The Sussex line has not seen the need to hire

an extra steam locomotive since 2015. The S160 arrived at

Sheffield Park by low loader on August 11. FRANK DUMBLETON



VisitingUSATCS1602-8-0No. 6046heads
apassenger train. FRANKDUMBLETON

Recently restoredAvonside0-4-0STNo. 1340Trojanworksapassenger trainon the centre’s branch lineonAugust1.
GARETH EVANS

Movie debutant S160 2-8-0 takes
centre stage at first GWS 60 gala
ByRobinJones

UNITEDStatesArmyTransportation
CorpsS1602-8-0No. 6046–
representativeof a class that ran
on theGWRsystemduringWorld
WarTwo–proved tobeoneof the
highlights at the first of twosummer
galasheldatDidcotRailwayCentre to
mark the60thanniversaryof theGreat
WesternSociety.

No. 6046, based at the Churnet
Valley Railway, was brought to Didcot
to appear in scenes for a new Second
WorldWar drama being filmed for
streaming service Apple TV+.
After the filming ended on July

25, it stayed on to appear in the
July 31-August 1 gala and was a hit
with visitors.
No. 6046 was built by Baldwin

LocomotiveWorks in Philadelphia

in 1945 and transported to France.
After its use there ended, it was used
in Hungary where it was classified as
the MAV 411 Class by the Hungarian
State Railways, and became
No. 411.144.
It spent the majority of its working

life on industrial lines before
being withdrawn and formally
preserved as part of the Hungarian
National Collection.

However, due to an administrative
error it was sent for scrap – only to be
saved by enthusiast Martin Haines
who brought it to the UK, with its
restoration beginning at Tyseley.
It was sold on to GregWilson, who

took it to the CVR where it steamed
for the first time in Britain in 2012.
In February 2017 it double-headed

with sister No. 5197 – the first time in
more than 70 years that two S160s
operated together in Britain.

First-time visit
Another visitor was powerful

1904-built Kitson-built Lambton
Colliery 0-6-2T No. 29, making its
first visit to Didcot on loan for the
summer season from the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway.
They ran alongside unique new-

build Saint No. 2999 Lady of Legend
and recently restored Alexandra
Docks Railway Avonside 0-4-0ST
No. 1340 Trojan,which returned to
steam in May following a £200,000
overhaul, while Class 14 diesel D9516
and Class 08 No. 08604 Phantom
also worked passenger trains on
both days.
More than 1500 visitors attended

the gala, which set the stage for the
centre’s second 60th anniversary
event, the August 28-30 Bank Holiday
Steam Up.
A special feature of 60 years of the

GWS appeared in issue 282.
� See also centre spread, page
58-59.
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The1940sall over again: S160No. 6046
recreates inmonochromeanight-timescene
of the timewhenclassmembers ranon the
GWRandsixwereallocated toDidcot shed in
1943and1944. FRANKDUMBLETON

Nowtobeginanother60yearsofground-breakingachievements atDidcot –
new-buildHawksworth4-6-0No. 1014CountyofGlamorganslowlybut surely
taking shape in theworksonAugust1.GARETH EVANS

Award-winningnewSaint 4-6-0No. 2999 LadyofLegendworksapassenger train
onDidcot’smaindemonstration lineonAugust 1.GARETH EVANS

LambtonColliery0-6-2TNo. 29, visiting fromtheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway,
headsabranchpassenger train.GARETH EVANS

Class 14No.D9516hauls apassenger trainon themaindemonstration line.
GARETH EVANS
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TheGloucestershireWarwickshireRailway’snorthern terminusofBroadway,picturedonMarch3, 2018,whenHawksworth
ModifiedHall 4-6-0No. 7903ForemarkeHallwas the first steam locomotive toarrive inpreservation, onagauging trial run.
This view is lookingnorth towardsHoneybourne. JACK BOSKETT

Class 73electro-diesel E6036 (73129)withanengineering trainat the
GloucestershireWarwickshireRailway’s northern railhead in January2018,
about toballast oneof the twoheadshunts atBroadway. Thepalisade fencing
marks theG/WR’sboundary, the trackbedbeneathSpringfield LaneBridgeand
northwards toHoneybournebeingownedbyRailwayPaths Ltd. JO ROESEN

Collin Lane roadoverbridge,
nearWillerseyon theBroadway-
Honeybourne line, is describedas
being“inaverypoor statewith
brickworkdamageandseriously
corrodedsteel”. It is propped from
beneath inorder to carryheavy lorries.
JO ROESEN

Trackbed offer reopens door
forHoneybourne extension
ByTobyJennings

ANORTHERNextensionof the
GloucestershireWarwickshireRailway
toHoneybournecouldonceagainbe
on thecards,with the trackbedhaving
beenoffered to the line.
The 4½-mile section of the former

Cheltenham-Stratford-upon-Avon
main line, between the G/WR’s
northern terminus of Broadway
and the national network at
Honeybourne, is owned by Railway
Paths Limited, a subsidiary of cycling
charity Sustrans.
It was one of a number of disused

railways transferred to RPL by
the Department for Transport for
conversion into cyclepaths – but
RPL has decided not to proceed
with such a route on the Broadway-
Honeybourne section and has
offered the formation to the G/
WR. However, such a transfer of
ownership requires the approval of
the DfT, which was not forthcoming.

Costly liabilities
G/WRchairmanRichard Johnson
explained:“It appears tobe thepolicy
of theDfT thatheritage railways cannot
providea sufficiently strongcovenant to
secure thecontinuingmaintenanceof
roadbridges that cross such redundant
lines.
“This is of concern, given the

current controversy surrounding
the Highways England strategy to
infill or demolish a number of such
structures on redundant railways
across the UK.
“My understanding is that

consideration will only be given to
transferring ownership to a body
such as a local authority which,
by definition, has the necessary
resources to maintain the bridges. In
such a case, an option would be that

the line would be leased back to the
heritage railway concerned.
“We have written to the DfT to

confirm that this policy is indeed
correct, whether it could be waived
in this case, and to seek confirmation
that nothing will be done to the
bridges or trackbed that could
compromise potential re-use as a
railway line.”
While nomoney would change

hands in the transaction, it would
transfer the liabilities for maintaining
the trackbed and its infrastructure
– creating a costly repair bill
for the new owner. Most of the
bridges between Broadway and
Honeybourne are in poor condition,

with three of the overbridges being
held up by brick pillars or steel props.
Although an aspiration of the

G/WR since its foundation 1981 has
been“to reopen as much as possible
of the former Stratford-upon-Avon
to Cheltenham line”, it is at present
“not in a position to extend the
railway northwards, and is unlikely
to contemplate doing so within the
foreseeable future.”

Potential connection
Theofferof the trackbed, it added,
“couldn’t havecomeataworse timeas
the railwayemerges fromthe financial
stricturesofnearly 18monthswithout
income thanks toCovid.”

However, during an upgrade
of theWorcester-Oxford North
Cotswold line between 2008 and
2011, Network Rail made passive
provision for the G/WR to run into
Honeybourne station, realigning the
LongMarston freight-only branch
on the line towards Stratford-upon-
Avon, and renewing the bridge over
the former Cheltenham trackbed
with enough room for the preserved
line to run underneath.
As part of the Restoring your

Railway scheme, the Government is
funding a study into reinstating the
Honeybourne-Stratford-upon-Avon
line, coinciding with a £200million
bid to the DfT by the North Cotswold
Line Taskforce to further improve the
Worcester-Oxford line.
As reported last issue, the All-Party

Parliamentary Group for Heritage
Rail has undertaken a study calling
for preserved lines to play a greater
public transport role, especially
where they have the potential to
reconnect to the national network.
Richard Johnson concluded: “Our

first responsibility is, of course, the
security and viability of our current
business – however, we also have a
responsibility to ensure that we don’t
compromise the original aspirations
of our founders and see that the line
north of Broadway is secured for
potential future development.”
Heritage Railway has contacted RPL

and the DfT for comment.
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G/WR

GLOUCESTERSHIREWARWICKSHIRE
RAILWAYANDPOSSIBLE EXTENSION

Dismantled lines
NetworkRail

ToWorcester

Honeybourne
ToOxford

LongMarston

ToBirmingham

Stratford-upon-Avon

WillerseyHalt

Broadway

Toddington

Winchcombe

Gotherington

CheltenhamRacecourse

Remembering theday thewallwent
up:BerlinTramways (BVB)No. 223
006-4and its crewatCrich.CTM

Berlin Wall remembered
60 years on at Crich
ITWASanoccasion60years ago that
manypeople, particularlyGermans,
would rather forget.
On the morning of August 13,

1961, residents of Berlin awoke to
find that two thirds of their city had
been isolated by the tearing up of
roads, the blocking of railway lines
and the erection of barbed wire
fencing along the 97-mile border
the western sector shared with the
German Democratic Republic and
the 27 miles that dividedWest and
East Berlin.Within four days, the wire
would be replaced by a concrete wall.
At first, the citizens on each

side were unable to visit or even
telephone each other, but from
themid-1960s,West Berliners were
allowed to visit their relatives in the
East at Christmas.
In 1971, following negotiations

by the four occupying powers, the
restrictions were further relaxed – but
even then, those in the East could
only cross toWest Berlin for work,
important family events, and if they
were pensioners or deemed of no
further use to the communist state.
The restrictions on East Berliners

travelling to theWest were revoked

on November 9, 1989, when the wall
came down, and reunification of
Germany came the following year.
In 1996, a refugee from Berlin

arrived at the National Tramway
Museum at Crich, in Derbyshire: an
East Berlin “Rekowagen”or rebuilt
tram dating from 1969.
Berlin Tramways (BVB) No. 223 006-

4 has been fitted with a lift to enable
people with impaired mobility to ride
on the museum’s tramway.
To mark 60 years since the

BerlinWall was built, the tramwas
displayed on August 13.
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The last locomotive tobebuilt at theRobert Stephenson&Hawthorns (later EnglishElectric) factory inDarlington, Class 37D6898 (37198) is seennewlydelivered to
the town’sHeadof SteamMuseum,havingbeen returned to its as-built 1964appearance.DBC

Last Darlington-built Class 37
is donated toHead of Steam
ByRobinJones

FIVEmonthsafterGeorgeandRobert
Stephenson’spioneeringLocomotionwas
controversiallymovedoutofDarlington’s
HeadofSteamMuseum,another
locomotivewithakeyplace inthetown’s
railwayhistoryhasmoved in–afterbeing
donated ina 'first’byNetworkRail.
In April 1964, Class 37 D6898 (37198)

became the last locomotive to be built
at the Darlington factory of Robert
Stephenson &Hawthorns, by then
part of English Electric.
RSH’s predecessor, Robert

Stephenson & Company, founded
in Newcastle in 1823, built No. 1
Locomotion, which two years later
hauled the first train on the Stockton
&Darlington Railway, theworld’s first
steam-hauled public line.
In 1902 Robert Stephenson & Co,

relocated to Darlington. ‘Stivvies’,
as it became known, produced
locomotives for export around the
world.
It also produced important replicas

of its world-famous Rocket, including
one for the ScienceMuseum (now in
the National RailwayMuseum atYork)

and another for the privatemuseum
of Henry Ford inMichigan.
After thewar the company

continued to produce locomotives for
sale internationally, as well as fulfilling
domestic orders. Theworks became
part of English Electric in 1955.
D6898was one of a batch of 309

English Electric Type 3 locomotives,
around half of whichwere built in
Darlington. Its outshopping brought
down the final curtain on 141 years of
railway history.

Preserved twice
UnderTOPS, its number changed to
No. 37198 in1974. Itwaswithdrawnby
EnglishWelsh&ScottishRailway in1999
andplaced in storage.
Preserved in 2004, it wasmoved

to theWensleydale Railwaywhere it
was restored toworking order and
repainted BR blue, andworked its
first passenger trains in the heritage
era inMay 2005. The following year,
it moved to the Dartmoor Railway,
where it was often used on passenger
workings. But its owner, BRE Ltd,
went bankrupt in November 2007,
and Nos. 37198 and 37905were sold

for scrap. Theymoved to the EMR
Kingsbury scrapyard inWarwickshire.
However, No. 37198was bought

by Network Rail, moving it to Rothley
on the Great Central Railway, where
it underwent several repairs and
was repainted in Network Rail
yellow livery.
Not used for several years, it has

been a spare parts donor for other 37s
andwhile no longer operational, it is
externally complete.
Network Rail has now donated it

to Head of Steam. It has undergone
a complete aesthetic refurbishment,
including all paintwork and livery,
and now appears once again as it did
when it left the factory back in 1964.
It went on display on August 10,

ahead of celebrations tomark the
200th anniversary of the Stockton &
Darlington Railway.
This is the first time Network Rail has

ever donated an entire locomotive to
anymuseum.
Darlington Borough Council leader

CounHeather Scott said:“This Class
37 is amost significant piece of
railway engineering, being the very
last of its kind to roll out of the Robert

Stephenson &Hawthorns factory in
Darlington. Bringing this beautiful
locomotive back homemarks
another step towards the bicentenary
celebrations in 2025 of the Stockton
&Darlington Railway and the
transformation of the Railway Quarter.”

Local pride
Acouncil statementadded:“There
maywell beworkers fromStivvies still
living inDarlingtonwhoworkedon its
construction. It is clearly a symbolof
great local pride.”
As reported in issue 278, following

a heated nationwide public debate
lastingmore than a year, the Science
MuseumGroup (which includes
the NRM) and the council reached a
landmark agreement over the future
of Locomotion, under which it moved
to Locomotion, Shildon, onMarch 7
ahead of the bicentenary celebrations.
Darlington had been its permanent

home for 163 years and it was the
first time since themuseumwas built
around it in 1975 that the engine had
moved location.
It will return to Head of Steam for six

months in the first half of 2025.
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Above:NewBluebell Railwayplc
chairmanGeoffMee.BR

Right:NewBluebell Railwayplc
locomotiveengineeringdirectorPaul
Russell onFlyingScotsmanduring its
visit to the line in2017. BR

Ex-Stratford footplatemen to meet up again at Mangapps
ByGeoffCourtney

LOTSofRosieLeewillbedrunkat
MangappsRailwayMuseumindeepest
EssexonSeptember25, former
railwaymenwillbe lookingforwardto
meetingsomeof theiroldchinas,noone
willbe leftonhis tod, therewillberides
onthehail andrain,andeveryonewill
hopethecurrantbunshines.
The occasionwill be the annual

reunion of retired former Stratford
drivers and firemen, whowill bring
their own brand of humour – and
their Cockney rhyming slang – to the
workingmuseum and¾-mile line
near Burnham-on-Crouch.
Dave Brennand, who began his 40-

year railway career at Stratford in 1973
as a 16-year-old engine cleaner and
within five years was driving diesels,
is the event’s organiser.“Stratford in
its heyday, whether in the steam or
diesel eras, was one of the best depots
in the country for the variety of work
and its great bunch of colleagues,”he
said.“There is no bond quite like the
comradeship between footplatemen.”

Third reunion
ThankingMangapps’owner, John
Jolly, for hosting the event, Dave said:
“This will be our third reunion, and I
am so pleased its popularity continues
to gather pace as word spreads
throughout the retirees’grapevine.
“At the previous two events we

had former drivers come down
from Scotland and up from theWest
Country, so hopefully that will be
repeated this year.”

Ontheball: LNERClassB17 ‘Footballer’No. 61650GrimsbyTownat itshomedepotof Stratford (30A)onAugust15, 1953. The
4-6-0,whichwasbuilt atDarlington inMarch1936andwithdrawn inSeptember1958,displays its finenameplatewith club
colours, a feature that soappealed topassengers andenthusiasts alike.A reunionof formerStratford railwaymen isbeing
heldatMangappsMuseuminEssexonSeptember25. TRANSPORT TREASURY/NEVILLE STEAD COLLECTION

Newchairmanand locomotiveengineeringdirector forBluebell Railway
CAREERrailwaymanGeoffMee
hasbeenappointedas theBluebell
Railwayplc’snewchairman,and long-
servingvolunteerPaulRussell as its
locomotiveengineeringdirector.
Geoff joinedBRas anengineering

student in 1971 andwas the last
graduate engineer takenonby the
SouthernRegion. Following initial
training at Selhurst, he laterworked
at EastleighWorks andDerby.
Hewent on tobecomemanaging

director of the South EastDivision
ofNetwork South East,wrote
the timetable for theopeningof
theChannelTunnel, andwas the
privatisationdirector for theBritish
RailwaysBoard. After privatisation,
hewas themanagingdirector of
ConnexRail.
Hehas alsobeenanadviser to

Transport for London, deputy chief
executive ofQatar Rail, anda railway
management consultant since 2012.
Having first visited theBluebell in

1971, he is nowa lifemember. He
takes over fromGrahamFlight,who

hasbeen interimchairman since
ChrisHunford steppeddownas
chairmanand locomotivedirector in
January. Grahamremains company
secretary andadirector.
Geoff said:“I feel really privileged

tobepart of theBluebell Railway

and I amgrateful to thedirectors for
appointingme. Itwas as rigorous
anappointment as I havehad in 50
years ofworking for the railways or
being associatedwith the railways.”
Paul Russell, a charteredelectrical

engineer, hasworked formore than

30 years on themanagementof
maintenanceoperations andmajor
constructionprojects in the cement
industry, and is aBluebell driver.
Hehasbeenavolunteer formore

than40 years,workingon steam
locomotive restorationprojects,
and is also thedepartment’s diesel
traction engineering co-ordinator.
He takes over fromBobPamment,

whohasbeenacting locomotive
director since January and remains
on theboard.
Paul said:“TheBluebell has been

amajor part ofmy life, and through
mymanyyears of volunteering I
understand the challenges involved
in theoverhaul, restoration and
maintenanceof steam locomotives.
“Coupledwithmyprofessional

experience in runningmaintenance
operations andprojects and
workingwith theworksmanager,
I hope touse these skills to
further develop the safety,
quality andefficiencyof the loco
works operation.”

Reflecting on the suitability of the
reunion being held atMangapps, he
added:“Themuseum is the perfect
setting thanks to its superb collection
of Eastern Regionmemorabilia
and its former Stratford Classes
03 and 31 diesels, whichmany of
those attendingwould have driven
during their long and still vividly
remembered railway careers.
“Nothing could bemore guaranteed

to get thosememories flowing.”
At one of the previous reunions,

former driver Steve D’ath echoed
Dave’s sentiment when hemused:
“Sitting in the refreshments carriage
here atMangappswith the staple
footplate diet of plenty of tea, reliving

the past with dozens ofmy oldmates,
is just like being back in themess
room in the 1970s.”

Major expansion
In thepast twoyears themuseumhas
undergonea£1millionexpansion
project, includingtheconstructionof
a three-road150ft-longcarriageshed,
a60ftextensiontothe locomotive
shed,andafive-road80ftextension
tothemuseumitself,hometooneof
thecountry’s finestprivately-owned
railwayanacollections.
John Jolly said:“It is an opportunity

for people whoworked at that
iconic railway complex and other
depots in the surrounding area to

get together, swapmemories and
renew friendships.
“It is also a wonderful opportunity

for us to learnwhat it was really like
to work in the UK’s largestmotive
power depot.We are proud to provide
a home atMangapps tomany historic
artefacts, from locos and rolling stock
to signs and small items, which help
to recreate the atmosphere of old
Stratford, Liverpool Street, and the
railways of east London and Essex.”
For those not acquaintedwith

Cockney rhyming slang, Rosie Lee is
tea, old china is an oldmate (china
plate), on his tod is being on one’s
own (Tod Sloan), hail and rain is train,
and currant bun is sun.
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GWRHall 4-6-0No. 4930HagleyHallbackon itswheels, andwith its caband rods refitted, inBridgnorth shedonAugust 13.
TheSevernValleyRailway is appealing for funds to reroof thisbuilding– see storybelow. JOHN TITLOW

GWR51012-6-2TNo.4150 isprepared for liftingon the jacks
atBridgnorth shedonAugust13, as its restoration from
Barry scrapyard conditionnears completion. JOHN TITLOW

Hawksworth15XX0-6-0PTNo. 1501having its front
drivingwheels removedusing thewheeldrop in
Bridgnorth shedon July21, for inspectionof thebearings
and replacementof theoil pads. JOHN TITLOW

HagleyHall turns awheel
as 2-6-2TNo. 4150 gets a lift
ByJohnTitlow

SEVERNValleyRailway flagshipGWR
4-6-0No. 4930HagleyHallhas turned
awheel againatBridgnorth,while the
restorationofGWR2-6-2TNo. 4150
continuesapace.
Having had its driving wheels fitted

on April 21, as reported in issue 280,
No. 4930’s front bogie, coupling and
connecting rods are fitted so it is
beginning to resemble a Hall again.
It is now off the lifting jacks, and in
early August was towed around the
yard to check that all moving parts
were working correctly.
The cab has been fitted and the

completed boiler is sitting in the
yard, hopefully for refitting soon.
As No. 4930 vacated the jacks, it

was the turn of No. 4150 to be lifted
after its movement to Bridgnorth on
April 30 – its first move from Bewdley
in 43 years. Before moving to
Bridgnorth it was positioned over the
pit at Bewdley to inspect the brake
rigging, where it was discovered
to be upside down – not easy to
see without a pit and impossible to
correct without one. After a fitness-
to-run exam, the move took place.
The cab roof and bunker were

in position and bolted in place
temporarily for the move but have
since been removed for some
planned work. The side tanks may
also be removed to speed up the

Appeal to reroofBridgnorth shedpasses70%markdespite cost increase
ANAPPEAL to reroof theSevern
ValleyRailway’sBridgnorth
locomotive shed is closing inon its
target –despite thatfigurehaving
significantly increased.
When launched inmid-May, the

Home andDry appeal aimed to
raise £425,000 to fit a new roof

with translucent sections, aswell
as better lighting and a travelling
overhead crane. However, the
escalating cost ofmaterials,
especially steel, has increased the
required total to £475,000.
Nonetheless, donations have

now reached £340,000 –more than

70%of theway to the new target.
Donations can bemade online at
www.svrtrust.org.uk/home-and-
dry
Plans for the project have been

submitted to Shropshire County
Council, and a decision is awaited
from the conservation architect.

A separate appeal for £5000 to
restore the classic GWRbracket
signal to the south of Bewdley
station, using long-lasting African
hardwood, has raised £2480.
Donations to this can bemade at
www.justgiving.com/campaign/
bracket-signal

riveting of the baffle plates inside
the tanks; this can be donemore
easily with them on the ground,
as someone has to get inside for
this task.
In ex-Barry scrapyard condition,

No. 4150 arrived at Bewdley on
January 19, 1978, and is the only
SVR-based locomotive never to have
steamed in preservation. It was built

in 1947 at SwindonWorks, entering
service at Stourbridge Junction.
With strong local connections, this
locomotive would have worked on
the SVR in its day.
It has just had its rods removed

and is on the lifting jacks, enabling
examination of the axles and
axleboxes that were last looked at
many years ago when it was initially

rewheeled at Bewdley.Work is also
needed on a frame stretcher that is
easier to carry out with some wheels
removed.
All this is being done while regular

maintenance, running repairs and
boiler washouts continue on the
operating fleet. Hawksworth 15XX
0-6-0PT No. 1501 has received
attention to the bottom end. There
were reports of two axleboxes
running warm and using oil – a
warning sign of problems. Utilising
the wheeldrop, which has become
invaluable, each wheelset was
dropped, the bearings inspected,
and all oil pads replaced in about
a fortnight.
Although No. 1501 has been in

traffic for nine years and is now
around 12months away from
withdrawal, these works are
considered essential to ensure
its reliability.
No. 4150 is owned by the 4150

Fund. Its website can be found at
www.4150.org.uk
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Llangollen suburban coach approaches completion
THE Llangollen SuburbanGroup is
nearing the completion of its fifth
restorationproject, Brake Second (BS)
No. E43359.
The carriage arrived from the

Epping Ongar Railway in July 2017
in a dilapidated state, and the
group made plans to restore it to
pristine condition so it can join the
Llangollen Railway Trust’s other four
suburban coaches in traffic.
The luggage end has been

adapted to include end windows
which give a panoramic view of the
line.
Although this modification is not

technically authentic, it mirrors
the very similar LNER suburban

brakes, and group members feel it
is justified for its new purpose, with
the luggage compartment adapted
for use by wheelchair occupants.
Seating is provided for up to
five companions.
The guard’s area has been

partitioned off as a separate
compartment and restored to
its original condition, as fitted
with periscopes.
The suburban set will now play a

greater role in services following the
sale by auction of coaching stock
belonging to the Llangollen Railway
plc, which entered administration
with £350,000 of debt, as previously
reported.

BAFTAaward-winningactress Julie
Walters is tonarrate theSevernValley
Railway’s all-newEnchantedExpress
Christmas services.
The voice of the Harry Potter star

will be heard as passengers arrive
at Bridgnorth station, and again
once everyone has settled into their
private compartment, when she will
narrate a seasonal tale based on the
classic poem‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas.
Characters from the poemwill

appear en route, along with Santa
Claus, who has a gift for each child.
The SVR’s head of visitor

experience, Michael Dunn, said:
“We’re thrilled Dame Julie has agreed
to narrate our latest exciting event in
its debut year.”

The line’s festive programme also
includes the conventional Santa
special trains from Kidderminster
Town, and Steam in Lights
illuminated services from Bridgnorth.
Enchanted Express tickets start

from £27.50 per person and are on
sale now at www.svr.co.uk
Meanwhile, Christmas will come

early on the North Yorkshire Moors
Railway, which will run its Yuletide
illuminated trains over the October
24-31 half-term week rather than in
the run-up to or during Christmas.
A line of thought was that the

move would avoid a clash between
festive services on offer and save
parents having to choose between
the train of lights and traditional
Santa specials.

Julie Walters on board with new
Severn Valley Christmas services Stock for sale in Lavender clear-out

ADIESEL shunter andsix carriages
areup for sale ina clear-outof
surplus stockat theLavender Line.
The Sussex line, whichwas due

to reopen onAugust 29/30, said
the sale follows“a reappraisal
of what the railway intends to
restore and keep long term.”
Offered on an‘as seen’basis are

Ruston class LSSH 0-6-0 diesel
shunter No. 422 (inworking order
but requiring someminor repairs);
Class 108DMUDrivingTrailer
Composite Lavatory No. 54279
(requiring an overhaul); a three-
car Class 309‘Clacton’EMU (in
good cosmetic condition and
suitable for overhaul as hauled
stock); former 4-BIG EMUMk.1
buffet car No. 6933; andMk.1 BG

(Gangway Brake) No. 81214 (both
in need of overhaul).
Buyersmust remove the

items from the Lavender Line’s
Isfield basewithin twomonths
of purchase, and assistance
with loadingwill be provided.
Interested parties should email
richard.hingley@lavender-line.
co.uk
The‘Clacton’unit is one of two

survivors thatwere formerly at
the now-closed Electric Railway
Museum in Coventry, the other
having gone to theTanatValley
Light Railway at Nantmawr.
Built in 1962 for use on Liverpool

Street-Clacton services, they
were the first EMUs capable of
100mphoperation.

The set has originally been
intended primarily for gala events.
Author Barry Allen, whose book,

Just The Ticket: Memories of a
Liverpool booking clerk 1962-65,

published by Mortons Books, has
agreed to donate all royalties from
its sale towards the restoration of
this coach. Order your copy for just
£10 at www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

The restorationofBrakeSecond (BS)
No. E43359nearing completionon the
LlangollenRailway. LSG

The luggageendwithnewwindows,
whichwill offerpanoramicviewsof the
DeeValley. LSG

ThrelkeldMiningMuseum’s annual steamgalaon July24/25,precededbya30742 charter on July23, featured threeguest engines fromtheStatfoldBarnRailway.
Theywereex-Fiji Hudswell Clarke0-4-0STColonial SugarRefineryNo. 19, ex-DorotheaSlateQuarryBagnall 0-4-0STWendy,andKerr Stuart 0-4-0ST ISCLtdNo.2Roger.
Here, the trio lineupwith residentBagnall 0-4-0STSirTombetweenCSRNo. 19andWendy.ROBERT FALCONER
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No.764-158 is cranedaway fromSighisoara stationonAugust24. SARUK Sister 0-8-0TNo. 764-155headsa special train in1995. SARUK

Thenewly-cast first twodriving
wheels forNo. 3840Countyof
Montgomery.CCT

UK enthusiasts fundfirst steam
engine for Transylvanian line
THEvolunteersof Romania’sheritage
Sibiu-AgnitaRailway, ledby local
enthusiastMihai Blotor andUK lawyer
NeilMcGregor, are celebrating the
acquisitionof their first steamengine,
fundedentirelybyBritish supporters.
Following a sudden announcement

of the auction of the locomotive,
British supporters of the SAR (known
as SARUK) came up with half of the
€14,000 purchase price within hours,
and Bill Parker, who owns the Flour
Mill workshop at Bream in the Forest
of Dean, contributed the other half.
Although the original section of the

line between Sighișoara and Agnita
was closed in the 1960s, No.764.158,
an 0-8-0T built by the Malaxa works
in Bucharest in 1949 was later
displayed at Sighisoara main line
station.
The local Friends of the SAR

(Asociația Prietenii Mocaniței)
learned over August 7/8 that the
locomotive would be offered for
auction in Bucharest two days later,
together with other narrow-gauge
items, following the insolvency of

the state-owned Tourist Railway
Company created after the end
of communism.
The New Europe Railway Heritage

Trust, led by StephenWiggs, has
given the money to move No.764.158
from the garden outside Sighisoara
railway station to the society’s base at
Cornățel, where it will be on display
during a steamweekend with a hired
locomotive on September 11/12.

Restoration prospect
For the first time in decades the
locomotive will then be stored in
the safe indoor shed at Hosman,
appropriate for a historic item, with
the prospect of being restored to
working order to run again on the
SAR. Volunteers from the UK will
inspect the locomotive this autumn
to establish its condition and begin
the process of getting it running.
The whip-round to contribute

to this has begun with a generous
offer from Colin Shaw, who worked
in Romania for years and is another
active volunteer. It is hoped that

this move will serve as a model for
the preservation of other historic
Romanian locomotives currently
left unprotected in the open air,
including some that also worked on
the SAR.
As reported in issue 274, on

November 8, 2020, a letter of support
for the Sibiu-Agnita Railway was sent
by the Prince ofWales.
Charles wrote: “For as long as I

have been fortunate enough to
visit Romania, I have always been
so impressed by the great skill and
dedication of local people and
organisations in preserving the
natural and historic beauty of their
country, as well as protecting their
architectural heritage.
“It seems to me that these things

are so vitally important for the health
and soul of a nation, and that is why
I am so full of admiration for the
splendid work of the volunteers who,
over recent years, have been striving
valiantly to bring back to life the
historic narrow gauge railway from
Sibiu to Agnita and Vurpar, working

together for the love of the project
to repair the lines and to run trains
there.
“In the UK I have supported and
visited many of the wonderful steam
railways which we are lucky enough
still to have, and I have seen how
these initiatives can breathe life into
local areas and communities, and
howmuch they are appreciated
by visitors, thus bringing somuch
money into local economies.”

Volunteers encouraged
Following the purchase, Mihai,
the president of Asociația Prietenii
Mocaniței, said: “The dream has come
true. After nearly 15 years we have
our own steam engine! Not only has
it really encouraged the volunteers,
but it is also generating new interest
in our project.
“Nowwe have an engine to show

the Prince when hemakes his
promised visit! Thanks from all of us
to those railway enthusiasts in Britain
who have made this possible – please
come and see us when you can.”

NEWS

40 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 285: Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.

ChurchwardCountywheel appeal is three-quartersof theway to its target
A£40,000appeal toproduce the
drivingwheelsets fornew-build
ChurchwardCounty4-4-0No. 3840
CountyofMontgomery is three-
quartersof theway to its target.
The Forty 4-4-0s Club, launched

inMarch 2019, allows supporters
to‘adopt’one of the original 40
Counties for a £1000 donation,
receiving incentives including a
framedphotograph of the engine
concerned, lifemembership of the
Churchward CountyTrust (CCT),
and a seat onNo. 3840’s first train.
The three-quartermilestone

was reached inmid-August, with
No. 3822County of Breconbeing the
30th engine taken up.

The first twowheels were cast by
Trefoil Steel of Sheffield in April,
using the pattern fromnewSaint
No. 2999 Ladyof Legend, loaned
by theGreatWestern Society. The
other two are expected to be cast
in November, once the pattern
has beenmodified to increase the
size of the centre boss, those on
the Counties’ leading and trailing
drivingwheels being of different
sizes.

10 engines to go
CCTchairmanand trusteeGary
Boyd-Hopesaid:“I’mdelighted
that this appeal has reached the
£30,000mark, and thanks toallwho

haveadoptedaCounty so far.Their
donationshaveallowedus tohave
thefirst twowheels cast andfinance
thecastingof the second two.We
justneed thefinal 10Counties to
beadopted inorder forus toget
thewheelsmachinedandmounted
on their axles, completinganother
phaseof theproject.”
The engines still available are

Nos. 3803County Cork;3804
CountyDublin; 3805County Kerry;
3806 County Kildare;3809 County
Wexford; 3810 CountyWicklow;
3813 County of Carmarthen;3818
County of Radnor; 3823 County of
Carnarvon; and 3838 County of
Glamorgan.

The£1000donationcanbemade
ina lumpsumor instalmentsof
£125.Details canbeobtained
atwww.churchwardcounty.org.
ukor fromthe trust c/o4Green
EndBarns, RamseyRoad, St Ives,
CambridgeshirePE275RH.
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Bridgnorth stationwith15XX0-6-0PTNo. 1501arriving, showing the1940 lean-toparcels officeon the left. SVR
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Tube secrets explored at
Acton depot open days
UNDERGROUNDUncovered is the
themeof abehind-the-scenesevent
at LondonTransportMuseum’sActon
depot fromSeptember23-26.
Visitors will be invited to a series

of talks by disused station history
expert Siddy Holloway, co-presenter
of the new Secrets of the London
Underground TV series on the
Yesterday channel, who is the Hidden
London engagement manager at
the museum.
Each day there will be a series

of half-hour lectures on subjects
ranging from art and poster history
to station architecture, the rich
design history of London’s transport
network and heritage vehicles.
There will be a demonstration

with restored London Underground
signalling frames, and visitors will
be invited to try their hand at being
a train operator in the museum’s
Victoria Line driving cab and see
how the trains on the world’s first
automatic railway work.

On the depot forecourt, visitors will
be able to view the 1936-built red
89Q tower wagon used to maintain
overhead tram and trolleybus
systems and the 351X Fordson tractor
of 1937, which was used to push or
tow trams within depots and retrieve
those that had broken down.

Train shed invite
Oncertaindays, theywill be invited to
visit thehistoricQstockcarriages in the
train shed, and learnabout thecurrent
restorationproject.
Guests will also be treated to a

programme of mini talks and vintage
vehicle displays, as well as activities
for families.
The depot’s miniature railway will

also run.
Timed tickets must be booked in

advance online at www.ltmuseum.
co.uk/visit/depot/events and cost
£15 for adults, £7.50 for children, with
under-threes free. Concessions are
available.

Photography
contestdeadline
is approaching
READERS are reminded that
entries for theYoungRailway
Photographer of theYear
Competitionmust be submittedby
October 31, 2021.
Entries should comprise a

portfolio of six images illustrating
the diversity of the current railway
scene, andmust have been taken
since January 1, 2019. There
are two age categories – under
18, and between 19 and 25 on
the closing date.Winners will
be announced during the early

part of 2022. Full details and the
entry form can be found at www.
youngrailphotographeroftheyear.
co.uk
Organised by the Rail Camera

Club, the competition is being
sponsored by Network Rail,
the National RailwayMuseum,
Jessops Europe Limited, Mortons
Media, BauerMedia, Time
Line Events and the Bahamas
Locomotive Society. There are a
range of excellent prizes provided
by the sponsors.

SVR plans for next stage of Bridgnorth refurbishment
PLANNINGapplicationshavebeen
submitted toShropshireCouncil for
thenext stage in theSevernValley
Railway’s refurbishmentof itsBridgnorth
headquarters.
Phase one of the project, a new-

build refreshment room and toilet
facility designed in GWR style to
sympathetically match the original
1862 station building, was completed
and opened to the public at the start
of 2019. A new car park had also
been built.
Now the SVR is preparing for the

renovation of the station building
itself, including internal alterations to
the waiting room and extending the
bar area of the Railwayman’s Arms
pub.
External changes to the Grade

II listed building will be minimal,
although it will also involve
the demolition and then the
reconstruction of a lean-to parcels
office constructed in 1940. This will
be incorporated into an enlarged
shop area.
Although its demolition is

necessary, as it is suffering from
structural movement owing to
inadequate foundations, the parcels
office is considered an important part
of the station’s history, relating to
the wartime period when Bridgnorth
was the location of a major RAF basic
training camp for about 3000 recruits.
In preparation for the main phase

of work, the SVR has carried out some
smaller tasks, such as replacement of
the gutters and the relocation of the
main electrical supply unit prior to

rewiring – all classed as repair work
under the listed building regulations.
SVR general manager Helen

Smith said: “We have applied for
planning permission for works to the
Bridgnorth station building, and are
hoping that these will begin in the
early part of 2022.We are, however,
concerned about the availability of

contractors and supplies for these
works, as they have been severely
affected by the pandemic and Brexit.”
A later stage of the Bridgnorth

project is planned to include the
installation of the former Bristol Bath
Road turntable, but the next task will
be the re-roofing and installation of
an overhead crane at the locomotive

works, for which the SVR is appealing
for funds (see separate story).
After this, said Helen: “We will then

look at relaying the yard in front of
the building.
“Only then will the turntable be

considered. Our priority is to work
on critical projects first, and the
turntable is not mission critical.”

RAILWAY
PHOTOGRAPHER
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BRStandard4MT4-6-0No. 75069pulls upatArley
toallowpassengers toalight and inspect thedisplay
of vintage cars and tractorsparkedat its front.

The car becomes king in a
castle of steamat SVR event
WordsandpicturesbyJohnTitlow

OURportfolioofheritage lineshave
fordecadespulledoutall the stops
to recreate the timeswhen railways
were still the country’sprimary formof
public transport.
However, that situation was

reversed at the Severn Valley
Railway’s August 7/8 annual Vintage
Transport Extravaganza, when steam
provided the essential link to convey
passengers between several stations
where the best of 1950s and 1960s
‘modern transport’was displayed.
In what was in effect a 16-mile

linear festival of iconic road transport,
more than 200 vintage vehicles were
on show at stations along the line,
and train services were packed with
visitors coming to see them.
Poor weather, in particular rain

on the Saturday, did not dampen
people’s enthusiasm to get out and
enjoy this event.
It was a resounding success, with

exhibitions of vintage road vehicles
at all the stations, and trains were full
on both days.
Each station had a different

transport theme, giving them and
their surroundings a chance to shine
rather than just the trains, and to
make it more interesting, displays
changed over the two days.

Road steam display
The previous event of this type on
the SVR took place in August 2019,
but last year’s vintage vehicles
weekend on August 8/9 was
cancelled due to Covid-19 and social
distancing requirements.
Locomotives rostered for the train

service were regularsWR 0-6-0PT
No. 1501, BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0
No. 75069, GWR 0-6-0PT No. 7714
and Ivatt 4MT 2-6-0 No. 43106
running a three-train service on the
summer B timetable.
Outside Kidderminster station,

an impressive display of traction

engines in steamwelcomed visitors.
Two daily trips down Comberton
Hill took place, causing traffic jams
around the roundabouts and bypass.
However, everyone remained relaxed
despite the hold-ups and thoroughly
enjoyed watching these wonderful
machines stagger back up the hill to
the station. SVR volunteer Scott Lewis
organised the traction engines.
After passing the traction

engines and entering through
the booking office, visitors were
greeted by a display of cars and the
LNWR Society’s live-steammodel
railway beneath the canopy on the
concourse.
Their presence came as a complete

surprise to visitors, but is not the first
time that cars have been displayed
here, and they provided a perfect
start to the journey.
Bewdley station played host to

different displays over the weekend.
On Saturday it was buses and cars,
and on Sunday cars were positioned

outside the station building, bringing
back the 1950s and 1960s eras.
Arley had tractors by the station

building and cars parked against a
backdrop of the signalbox and crane.
At Highley the lane approaching

the station was jam-packed with a
mixed variety of cars, with some on
display outside the Engine House
museum and visitor centre. The
Vauxhall Cresta featured on the
centre spread of issue 282 was also
on display.

Land Rover on rails
Hampton Loade featured an
impressive display of motorcycles
from the very early days up to the
1970s.
On the Sunday, Bridgnorth
played host to the buses and
commercial vehicles.
And if you were lucky, you caught a

glimpse of special guest ‘Plimsoll’, the
road-rail Land Rover, which travelled
along the tracks from Bridgnorth
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Classic carson the concourse insideKidderminster Townstation.

Look,no rails: A fleetof road steam
enginesoutsideKidderminster

Townstation.

Classics line the forecourt atBewdley stationonAugust8.

Vintagedoubleand single-deckersoutsideBridgnorth station.

Vintagemotorbikeswere theorderof thedayatHamptonLoade.

Classic tractors awaitingvisitors atArley.

Iconsof the1950sand1960swelcomevisitors toHighley station.

to Kidderminster early on Saturday
morning in the pouring rain.
Feedback has been positive

from exhibitors and visitors alike,
and hopefully, with the spread of
Covid-19 having been reduced, we
can look forward to greater freedom
next year andmore time to soak up
the atmosphere of this annual event,
weather permitting, of course.
As reported on page 12, from

September 7 the SVR will resume
hop-on hop-off services between
stations again, offering the flexibility
of traditional local train services.
However, with the pandemic still

far from over at the time of writing
despite vaccination levels among
the population soaring, passengers
will nonetheless still be asked
to wear face masks and observe
social distancing.
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Record-breaker: NRM senior curator Anthony Coulls at Locomotion railway
museum in ShildonwithHST125power car No. 43102, holder of theworld
rail speed record for diesel traction andnowpart of theNational Collection.
Nameplates from10of the class, whichAnthony describes as “an absolute icon
of engineering anddesign,” have been sold for charity formore than £53,000.
NRM

Thenewchimewhistle is visibleon the cabspectacleplateofPeckett
0-6-0ST Jurassicon July31, as it passes thenewflowerbedcreatedon the
siteof theLincolnshireCoast LightRailway’s formerSouthLoop terminus.
DAVE ENEFER/LCLR

Charity ‘bowled over’ afterHST125
locomotive nameplates raise £53,000
ByGeoffCourtney

MORE than£53,000hasbeen
raised for charityby trainoperating
companyLNER following the saleof
10nameplates fromthe iconicHST125
diesel express trains,whichhavebeen
in service for 45years andare still inuse
with threeoperators.
Seven of the aluminium

nameplates were sold at a GW
Railwayana auction in November for
£41,000, the highest single realisation
being £13,900 for Highland Chieftain
from power car No. 43308, and on
July 24 three further plates were sold
for a total of £12,300.
These three comprised Spirit

of Sunderland from power car
No. 43274, which went under
auctioneer SimonTurner’s hammer
for £4600; Lincolnshire Echo from
No. 43208, which fetched £4000;
and Bounds Green from No. 43257
(£3700). No. 43208 was named after
a weekly newspaper first published
in 1893 and No. 43257 after a railway
maintenance depot in north London.
Themoney is being donated by

state-owned LNER to the Campaign
Against Living Miserably charity
(Calm), whose chief executive Simon
Gunning said: “We have been bowled
over by LNER’s generosity. The
money will go towards supporting
our life-saving helpline that since
lockdown has answeredmore than
197,000 calls.”
LNERmanaging director David

Horne said: “We know these pieces of
railway history are sought-after and

we are delighted they have raised so
much at auction.
“Calm’s helpline has seen

unprecedented levels of demand
over the past 16 months and we are
aware of just how important their
work is.”
The company has raised more

than £300,000 for Calm since
entering into a partnership with
it three years ago.

Staggering
GWRailwayana’s SimonTurner
described the£53,300 raisedat the two
auctionsas“staggering,”adding:“There
ishuge interest indiesel nameplates
andworksplates, especially for theClass
43HSTs.
“LNER helped promote the sales

with coverage on social media
channels and its own website, and
they have been a pleasure to work
with.”
The HST125 has become one of

the most popular ever trains among
passengers and railway staff since its
introduction into service in 1976.
Nearly 200 power cars were built

by British Rail Engineering at Crewe
up to 1982, and a number of units
are still operating with ScotRail, Great
Western Railway, and CrossCountry.
Their 45 years (and counting) on

the main line are a tribute to the
soundness of the original design
by Sir Kenneth Grange, and their
longevity eclipses that of such steam
locomotive predecessors as the
iconic King, Merchant Navy, Princess
Coronation and A4.

Fittingly, the HST has followed in
the wheeltracks of the A4 by also
becoming the holder of a world rail
speed record. This was achieved by
power car No. 43102, which is now
preserved in the National Collection,
when it reached 148.5mph with a
test train between Northallerton
andYork on November 1, 1987 – the
highest ever speed recorded by a
diesel locomotive.
As reported last issue, power car

No. 43159, which was also part of
that train, is now at the Ruddington

Transport Heritage Centre on the
newly-rebranded Nottingham
Heritage Railway, having been
acquired by the 125 Group.
Amongmany HST admirers is

Anthony Coulls, senior curator of
rail transport and technology at the
NRM, who regards the class as the
world’s most successful passenger
train ever and“an absolute icon of
engineering and design”.
�SeeGeoffCourtney’s railwayana
columnonpage80 for full details of
theGWRailwayanaauctionon July24.

Peckett’s newwhistle chimeswith the
public at LincolnshireCoastRailway
ANEWchimewhistlefitted toPeckett
0-6-0ST Jurassicdrewextrapassengers
to theLincolnshireCoast LightRailway
as it reopened forbusiness.
The former Southam cementworks

locomotive,Works No. 1008 of 1903,
received the newwhistle to replace
one described by volunteer Chris
Bates as“somewhat spluttery”.
Having been unable to run any

public trains in 2020, the three-
quarter-mile line at SkegnessWater
Leisure Park reopened on July 24. On
the second day of steamoperation
on July 31, Chris said:“Passengers
told the railway’s ticket clerk they
could hear themelodic notes of
the chimewhistle as far away as
Butlins and in neighbouring holiday
parks and caravan sites! It certainly
attracted substantial numbers to

ride the trains.”
Butlins is half amile from the line,

with the other siteswithin a three-
quartermile radius.
The LCLR originally opened in

1960, 42miles to the north at
Humberston, becoming the first
heritage line in theworld to be built
on a greenfield site – the second
being theOcean Beach Railway
in Dunedin, NewZealand, which
opened in 1963. Although the
original LCLR closed in 1985, the
track and rolling stockwere kept in
storage, and the linewas rebuilt at
Skegness, opening in 2009.
Jurassic, which had been the line’s

first working steam locomotive in
1961, returned to traffic in 2017
following a restoration supported by
theNational Lottery Heritage Fund.
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Ivatt 2MT No. 46464 goes back on
its wheels at the Strathspey
JUSTadayafterLMS‘BlackFive’No.5025was
relaunchedat theStrathspeyRailway,aspicturedon
ourcover last issue, Ivatt2MTNo.46464wasrewheeled.
The 2-6-0’s frameswere placed back on the

drivingwheels using the lifting jacks in Aviemore
carriage shed on July 28. It is the first time the
1950 Crewe-built engine has been on its wheels
in almost 20 years, having been dismantled in
March 2002.
Previously based at Bridge of Dun on the

Caledonian Railway, No. 46464moved to the
Strathspey in early 2020 to be completed in a
joint effort between Aviemore shed staff and the
volunteers of its restoration group, the Carmyllie
Pilot Company.
Known as‘The Carmyllie Pilot’because of its

regular work on the Carmyllie branch in BR days,
it was purchased from BR by the late Ian Fraser in
1966. Initially kept at Dundee, it thenwent to the
Strathspey, where it hauled the line’s reopening
train in 1978. However, it was withdrawn the
following year with firebox problems and has not
steamed since.
Ian Frasermoved it to the Caledonian Railway in

1989, but he died three years later. The Carmyllie
Pilot Companywas formed in 2000 to restore and

operate the engine. The group still has a workshop
at Bridge of Dun, where a new ashpan is being
constructed for the locomotive andwork is being
on other small parts, such as lubrication pipework
and the atomiser that delivers oil to the cylinders.
The locomotive’s boiler is under overhaul at

Northern Steam Engineering of Stockton-on-Tees
and expected to be finishedwithinmonths, raising
the possibility of a return to steamnext year.
RobinTaylor, chairman of the Carmyllie Pilot

Company, said:“It would be nice to think the
enginewill steam towards the end of 2022, but
subject to all the usual caveats.”
On July 29, the other Ivatt 2MT resident at

Aviemore, No. 46512, was also lifted on the carriage
shed jacks to drop its rear drivingwheelset, for
attention to the axleboxes and loose rivets on the
axlebox horn guides.
This work is part of an intermediate overhaul,

with the engine’s boiler expected to have been
hydraulically tested and returned to its frames by
the time this issue goes on sale and a return to
service anticipated inmid-September.
The railwaywill then have three steam

locomotives available for traffic: No. 5025,
No. 46512 and Caledonian Railway 0-6-0 No. 828.

Ivatt 2MT2-6-0No. 46464 inAviemore
locomotive shed,with recentlyoutshopped
‘BlackFive’No. 5025, afterbeing rewheeled

on July28.ROBIN TAYLOR/CARMYLLIE PILOT COMPANY

ByRogerMelton

THELNERCoachAssociationhas takenan
unexpectedopportunity tobuy, atavery favourable
price, a largequantityof topquality teak–about20
tons– thathasbeenstored inabarn inEssex since the
mid-1990s.
It is planning to share its good fortune with

several other groups restoring teak carriages who
have expressed an interest in acquiring some of it.
Good quality teak in large sizes is virtually

impossible to obtain now, so this is a particularly
important find. Most teak now being imported
is plantation-grown timber that is harvested
at a relatively early stage of life and is hence of
small size.
As part of the same deal, which has been

financed by a very generous donation to the
association, sufficientWest Africanmahogany, or
utile, has been obtained to completely rebuild
the body frame of the LNERCA’s unique NER open
first No. 2118, the frame of which was built from
this material. Although not needed yet, the cross-
sections and lengths that are required are, like
teak, becoming increasingly rare.

Progress on projects
The LNERCA is nowmaking good progress with
settling into its new home at KirbyMisperton
industrial estate near the NorthYorkshire Moors
Railway, with good progress beingmadewith
kitting it out and two vehicles undergoing
restoration in the building, as pictured in issue
282.
Thompson non-corridor lavatory composite CL

No. 88339 is undergoing frame repairs prior to
having its steel panelling refitted, while Gresley
corridor third TK No. 23896, partly externally
restored at Carnforth some years ago, is having
new compartment bulkheadsmade and fitted.
In the Atkins Building, beside Pickering station

car park, volunteers aremaking steady progress
with the restoration of East Coast Joint Stock
clerestory third class dining car No. 189, on
which reproduction Lincrusta has recently been
fitted and relief-gilded, giving the first hint of its
former glory.

LNERCAstocksupon
teak froma‘barnfind’

Threebirdsof a feather: Kerr Stuart 1922-built 0-4-0STWrensisters LornaDooneandPeterPanworked together for the first time in70yearswhen they starred in the
AmertonRailway’s recent steamgala. Thepairworked forDevonCountyCouncil, andPeterPanvisited fromtheLeightonBuzzardRailway to runalongsideAmerton
resident LornaDooneandHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 3905of2008 Jennie, amodern-day copyof theWrendesign. Theyare seen tripleheadingon July17.ALISTAIR GRIEVE
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Helston volunteers excavate
third cutting for third station

ParkRoyal Class 103DMUNos. 50413and56169at thenorthernendof the
HelstonRailwayatProspidnick,wherea cuttinghasbeenpartially excavatedand
anewstation isplanned. PHIL BARNES

VisitingPeckett 0-6-0STNo. 2000of1942duringcrewtrainingat the recreatedTruthallHalt – theonlyoriginal stationon the rebuilt sectionof theHelstonbranch–
runson July21 inpreparation for reopening the followingweek. ThePeckettwas suppliednewto theSproughtonsugarbeet factoryat Ipswich, enteredpreservation
on theNeneValleyRailway in1977, andhasbeenbasedatBarrowHill in recent times.PHIL BARNES

ByTobyJennings

HELSTONRailwayvolunteershave
partially excavated their third infilled
cutting– tobuild the line’s third station
in1¾miles.
An estimated 3000 to 4000 tonnes

of spoil have been dug out of the
cutting at Prospidnick to make way
for a new northern terminus, which
will replace the current temporary
platform. Track has been laid to
accommodate the BR General Utility
Van and Park Royal Class 103 DMU
that house the line’s shop and buffet.
Approximately one-third of the

800ft-long, 15ft-deep cutting has
been cleared and widened from
single to double track for a run-round
loop.
It was filled in with the spoil from

the construction of a nearby farm
complex in the 1970s, burying an
overbridge in the process – but
the remaining length will also be
excavated for the future extension to
Nancegollan.

Since work to rebuild the line
commenced in 2005, two other
cuttings have been dug out – one
20 feet deep just north of the
intermediate station of Trevarno,
and another between there and the
southern terminus of Truthall Halt,
which together accounted for about
5000 tonnes of spoil.
Helston Railway chairman James

Packman said he expected the new
Prospidnick station to be operational
within about 18 months to two years.
The station is needed to cope with

the increase in passenger numbers
since steam operation commenced
in 2018, which he said is “rapidly
outgrowing”the current platform.
Having remained closed to the

public throughout 2020, the railway
reopened on July 28, using on-loan
Peckett 0-6-0STWorks No. 2000 of
1942 – the largest engine to work on
the line in preservation so far, all the
others having been four-coupled.
South of Truthall Halt, the railway

is working to purchase sections of

trackbed towards Helston, with the
latest stretch to be acquired leading
to a fourth cutting infilled with a
further 4000 tonnes of spoil.

The eventual aim is a three-mile
line running fromWater-ma-Trout,
on the outskirts of Helston, to
Nancegollan.

NEWS

46 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 285: Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



Coach’s five-
year restoration
for Midland
branch line
AMIDLANDRailwaycoach isnearing
theendofa five-year restoration to run
ona formerMidlandbranch lineat the
Keighley&WorthValleyRailway.
The 1886-built six-wheeled

Composite No. 358 is part of the
Vintage Carriages Trust collection
based at IngrowWest station.
The only Midland coach on the

KWVR, it is also one of only three
survivingMR six-wheel coaches
still on its original underframe, the
others being in the National Railway
Museum atYork and at theMidland
Railway – Butterley.
Its bodywork is now being painted

following the completion of extensive
work on the chassis, including new
steelwork and reconditioned springs.
Its seats have been installed, but the

VCT is experiencing some difficulty
in obtaining the correct pattern of
material for the doors and walls of the
first class compartments.
“We need to find someonewilling

to do a run of the fibre,”said VCT
trustee Ian Smith, “but just enough
for one coach doesn’t usually cut it, so
we’ll be working with others such as
theMidland Railway – Butterley.”

Gas lighting
Ending itsdaysasa stores van for the
signal and telegraphdepartmentat
EdgeHill shed, the coachwasacquired
by theVCT in July1968and travelled to
Keighleyby rail. Since then, however, it
wasonly cosmetically restored foruse in
several filmingassignments, including
the1970productionofTheRailway
Children.
Having been stored outside for

many years, it was brought into the
workshop six years ago.“It took a year
to dry out,” Ian said, “so we’ve only
been working on it for five years.”
Parts of the coach’s original gas

lighting system – the cylinders and
much of the pipework – were still in
place. The fittings will be replicated,
with LED lights inside.
So far, the restoration has cost

£45,000, including a £10,000 grant
from the KWVRTrust, with an
estimated £25,000 needed to finish it.
“It’s not far off,”said Ian. “Wemight

get it done next year if everything
works out.”

WorthValleydriver celebrates50years at the regulator
KEIGHLEY&WorthValleyRailway
volunteer JohnMorrishascelebrated
50yearsasadriveron the line this
summer.
John, universally nicknamed

‘Doggy’for reasons now forgotten,
was among the first young
volunteers to train as a firemanon
the KWVRafter it reopened in 1968.
Hewas promoted to driver in the

summer of 1971, and is still driving
both steamanddiesel locomotives
on the line today, after 50 years’
unbroken service.
A bus and coach electrician by

trade, he alsoworks on locomotive
maintenance anddidmuchof

thework to return BR 4MT2-6-4T
No. 80002 to steammore than 40
years ago. Hewas an examining

fitter, certifying locomotives as fit
to run, and served as the KWVR’s
diesel locomotive superintendent
formany years.
Onememorable event fromhis

firing days occurred onManchester
Ship Canal 0-6-0TNo. 31Hamburg,
whose coil springs on the trailing
axle gave a lively ridewhen running
downhill bunker-first.
On oneparticularly severe dipped

rail joint, John’s denture fell out
of hismouth anddisappeared
through ahole in the cab floor.
The train carried on, butmade a

special stop on the return journey
to recover the lost denture.

Memorial unveiled to commemorate
Owencarrow railway viaduct disaster
ByHughDougherty

AMEMORIALmarkingwhena
Londonderry&LoughSwillyRailway
Letterkenny-to-Burtonport trainwas
blownoff its3ftgauge rails as it crossed
theOwencarrowViaduct inanAtlantic
storm,killing fourpassengersand
injuringmore,wasunveiledonJuly7by
theCreesloughCommunityAssociation.
Thememorial is situated at

Drimacarry Townland, close to the
end of the viaduct at which the
accident happened on January 30,
1920.
With both English and Irish versions,

thememorial uses one of the pieces
of stonework dislodged from the
viaduct during the disaster, and
includes a short section of rail and
a broken wooden step, taken from
coach No. 11 at the accident site and
kept by a local family since.
The names of the victims – husband

andwife Philip and Sarah Boyle
from Arranmore, Neil Duggan, from
Meenabunone and UnaMulligan
from Falcarragh – are inscribed on
the stone.

‘Lasting link’
Association chairman BenMcFadden
said: “We have longwanted tomark
the worst accident in the history of
the Lough Swilly Railway.
“It had a very significant impact on
our community.
“We’re delighted to be able to

unveil thememorial thanks to the

generosity of many local businesses
and benefactors as a lasting link with
our local railway heritage.”
Ben and the association are

also looking at ways of raising the
profile of the viaduct further as the
centenary of the accident falls in
2025.
A local councillor has put forward

a scheme to use the piers of the
viaduct, which were left after
demolition of the spans in 1949, as
supports for a bridge in a scheme
not dissimilar to Manx Government
proposals to use the piers of the Isle
of Man Railway’s dismantled Glen
Wylllin Viaduct as the basis of a new

bridge on the closed Ramsey line, also
carrying a leisure-use path.
Coun John Sheamais O’Ferraigh

said: “We already have parts of the
Letterkenny to Burtonport line,
including a section at Creeslough,
developed as a walking, cycling and
riding route. Restoring the viaduct
as a bridge would be not just be a
tourist attraction in its own right, but
would link up the track bed again for
leisure use.
“I’ve asked the council to consider

the proposal, which would go a long
way towardsmaking the whole route
between Letterkenny and Burtonport
accessible again.”

With theviaduct visible in thebackground, thememorial recalls thosewhodied
in theaccident.CREESLOUGHCOMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

KWVRdriver JohnMorrisduringa
driving turnonS160No.5820 in July.
JOHN SAGAR

TheLoughSwilly rescue train, hauledbyoneof the line’s
two4-8-4T locomotives, on theviaduct, thedayafter the
accident.DONEGAL RAILWAYHERITAGE CENTRE

Theviaduct as it is today. Could thepiersbeused to support
anewbridge tomark the centenaryof theaccident?
HUGHDOUGHERTY

MidlandRailway six-wheel Composite
No. 358,beingpaintedbyChris
Smith in theVintageCarriagesTrust
workshopat Ingrow. JOHN SAGAR
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In amajor about-turn, Lochanheadbridgeon the formerStranraer toDumfries
linewill nowbe repaired rather than infilled.HRE GROUP

Government halts plans to
infill historic railway bridges
ByRobinJones

PRIMEMinisterBoris Johnsonhascalled
ahalt toplansbyGovernment roads
agencyHighwaysEnglandtofill in69
disusedVictorianrailwaybridgeswith
concreteanddemolishanother15over
thenext fiveyears.
TheWhitehall move came after

159-years-old Great Musgrave Bridge
in Cumbria was infilled by contractors
using about 10,000 tons of concrete,
blocking a trackbedwhich could one
day be used to link the Stainmore
Railway at Kirkby Stephen East with
the EdenValley Railway, thereby
creating an 11-mile heritage line, as
highlighted last issue.
The Historical Railways Estate,

managed by Highways England
on behalf of the Department for
Transport, comprises about 3800
bridges, tunnels and viaducts,
including 77 listed structures.
In amajor U-turn on July 30,

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps
announced a new strategy to preserve
redundant bridges under threat.
A Government cycling strategy

document read:“Wewill consider
whethermore of our historic railway
structures could be used for cycle
routes or other transport purposes.
“There has been concern about

the fate of a small proportion of the
3250 railway structuresmanaged by
Highways England.
“By the autumn, wewill establish

a formalised framework and
engagement process for these
structures to understand, in each case,
whether there is a realistic prospect
of it being used for active travel or
other transport purposes in future;
and to ensure that the views of local
stakeholders, including active travel
groups and the local authority, are
fully taken into account.

“Until then, any infilling or
demolition on these structures will be
paused unless there is an immediate
and emergency need to act on
grounds of public safety.”
Residents and local councils will

also be given a greater say in whether
the redundant bridges should
be preserved.
However, it was not clear if the

future of bridges that have already
been infilledwould be reviewed.
Mr Shapps said:“Millions of us have

found over the past year how cycling
andwalking are great ways to stay fit,
ease congestion on the roads and do
your bit for the environment.
“As we build back greener from the

pandemic, we’re determined to keep
that trend going bymaking active
travel easier and safer for everyone.”

Widespread opposition
GraemeBickerdike, spokesman for the
Historical RailwaysEstateGroup,which
hasbeen formed tocampaign for the
retentionof thebridges, said such
infillingswere“a scandalouswrecking
ball”thatwoulddestroyanychance
of turning redundant trackbeds into
greenways forwalkers andcyclists.
In the latest controversy, the South

Downs National Park Authority,
alongwith engineers and transport
planners, condemnedHighways
England’s plan to infill Stoke Bridge
at Stoke Itchen, which spans the
disused section of the LSWR line to
Winchester, west of theMid-Hants
Railway’s Alresford terminus.
The bridge is pencilled in for reuse as

part of a 27-mile circular walking and
cycling route linking Alresford, Kings
Worthy, SouthWonston and Sutton
Scotney. The route is safeguarded
against adverse development under a
policy adopted in the park authority’s
Local Plan.

In April 2020, the park authority
ordered Highways England to apply
for planning permission for the
infilling, but instead the agency
opted to undertake thework under
permitted development rights. The
facility permits temporary works
to be carried out without planning
permission in emergency situations
presenting a serious threat of death
or injury.
Both the park authority and the HRE

Group questioned the claim that the
bridgewas in a dangerous state.
A statement from the park authority

said it would be“questioning the use
of emergency powers and strongly
resisting this vandalism.”
Following the July 30 Government

intervention, however, Highways
England confirmed that the planned
infilling has been placed on hold.
Highways England has also backed

down on its plan to infill a disused
bridge at Lochanhead, which spans
the former Dumfries-Stranraer line,

claiming suchwork was needed to
avoid structural collapse.
The plans were announced in April

last year and sparked a backlash from
local people, engineers and railway
campaign groups.

Repair plan
HighwaysEnglandsubsequently stated
that it is planning to repair the former
overbridgeat the location, rather than
infill it.
A Highways England spokesman

added:“We are delighted to have a
plan in place for Lochanhead bridge
whichwill support the vision for the
Dumfries-Stranraer line being brought
back into use as an operational railway
to improve freight connectivity.
“Bridges like Lochanhead have

awider social value, and as we’re
not funded to repurpose them, we
welcome the opportunity to transfer
these structures to other parties
who are better placed to finance or
rekindle the routes.”

NorthNorfolk set to restoreBulleidPacific trailing truck
NORTHNorfolkRailwayEngineering
is to restore the trailing truck for
ex-BarryMerchantNavyNo. 35011
GeneralSteamNavigation.
The Bulleid Pacific, based at the

Swindon&Cricklade Railway, is
being returned to its original air-
smoothed condition by theGeneral
SteamNavigation Locomotive
Restoration Society.
The group said NNR Engineering

tendered“a strong bid for thework
with a high level of engineering
detail that respects the historical

merit of the unique truck.”General
SteamNavigation is the only
preservedMNwith a fabricated
trailing truck, these having
originally been fitted to the third
series of the class, Nos. 35021-30,
while the others had cast trucks.
Funds are being raised through

the‘TrailingTruckTransformers
Club’. Details of this and otherways
to help the project can be found at
https://35011gsn.co.uk
Thanks to research by the

University of Birmingham, the

group is also ready tomove
forwardwith amajor part of the
project – the replacement of the
crank axle, the original having been
removed before the enginewent to
Barry scrapyard in 1966.
Finite element analysis,

conducted at the university under
the supervision of Professor Karl
Dearn, has concluded that A4T
steel is suitable for the new axle,
allowing the society to proceed
to the final design stage before
ordering thematerial.

Theunique fabricated trailing truck
fromMerchantNavyNo. 35011
GeneralSteamNavigation,which
was removed fromtheex-Barry
BulleidPacific inOctober2020.
GENERAL STEAMNAVIGATION
LOCOMOTIVE RESTORATION SOCIETY
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South African Railways 15F 4-8-2 debuts
at Guildford model engineering gala
THEpopularGuildfordModel
EngineeringSociety’s annualgala
returned toStokeParkon July3/4after
havingbeencancelled last yeardue to
thepandemic.
The star of the showwas the

1:8 scale South African Railways
Class 15F 4-8-2, built by Andrew
Giffen, a South African who lives
in Lincolnshire.
He is a member of the

Grimsby & Cleethorpes Model
Engineering Society.
A total of 255 15Fs were built

between 1938 and 1948, many of
them by the North British Locomotive
Company, fromwhere the 73ft-
long 3ft 6in gauge engines were
shipped and partly disassembled into

shippable component parts.
The 15Fs were used on anything

from express passenger to shunting
duties, andmore than 30 are known
to still exist.
Andrew’s 5in gaugemodel, which is

more than 9ft long, was started four
years ago, before which he learned
how to use CAD (Computer Aided
Design).
He worked from 250 of the original

drawings that are freely available on
the internet.
The locomotive made its maiden

run on the Saturday, and the
Sunday saw it running faultlessly on
passenger duties, driven by Harry
Wilcox.
Destined for a life in Switzerland,

the locomotive was commissioned at
a Guildford gala several years ago by
Remo Bussola of Zurich, who saw it
running for the first time at the gala.
Andrew already has plans for

future projects, and was keen to
show a smaller scale South African
Railways Garratt locomotive model
on display in the GMESmembers
display marquee.
The society was founded in

1954 andmoved to Stoke Park
four years later. It now has more
than 200members from as far
afield as continental Europe and
North America.
The gala was visited by Guildford’s

Deputy Major, Coun Dennis Booth,
on the Sunday.

IN BRIEF
�ONE of the biggest transport
collectors’ fairs in the North East
is returning. Held by the Samuel
Ledgard Society, it is taking place
at Pudsey Civic Hall, Leeds, from
10am to 3pm on October 30.
Admission is £3. Up to 100 tables
will be selling railwayana, bus, air,
and sea transport memorabilia.
� SENTINEL 0-4-0VBTWorks
No. 9622 of 1958 Swansea Vale
No. 1 has moved from the Teifi Valley
Railway to the East Kent Railway
for restoration. Owned by an EKR
member, its boiler has been lifted
out of the frames for overhaul.
�ON July 9, Clwyd South
MP Simon Baynes visited the
Old Tramway Engine Shed in
Glyn Ceiriog andmet with
The New GlynValley Tramway
and Industrial Heritage Trust
volunteers – after which he and
his wife Maggie became joint
members to support the group.

TheCraft of the
Fireman
INOUR feature in issue272on
theMortonsBookpublication
TheCraftof theFireman, the
author,TrevorMatthews,
has requestedweclarify the
followingpoints:
MrMatthewswas not the

author of the article.
All grammatical errors

are the responsibility of
the publication.
On page 91 column 1,

paragraph 5, line 6‘to be
tanked’should read‘to be
tackled’; pg 91, col 1, par 6, line
3‘the number of interfaces runs
were into four figures’, theword
‘were’should be deleted; pg
91, col 2, par 1, line 1‘colourful
volume’should read‘calorific
value’; and pg 91, col 2, par 4,
line 8‘sheet tonnage’should be
‘sheer tonnage’.

The1:8 scale SouthAfricanRailwaysClass15F4-8-2, built byAndrewGiffen, ondisplayat theGuildfordModel Engineering
Society’s annualgala. JAMES HAMILTON

Class50No. 50049Defianceheadsoneofmany runpastsby theSmartWeed
Systemtrain, justnorthofBewdley tunnel.MATTROBINSON/SVR

Severn Valley pilots weed killer train
ANEWweed-killing train for thenational
networkhasbeen testedon theSevern
ValleyRailway.
The SmartWeed SystemTrain,

which arrived in mid-June, is a project
by Bayer Environmental Science, GB
Railfreight, Network Rail and several
hi-tech start-ups.
A ROGS (Railways and Other

Guided Transport Systems (Safety)
Regulations 2006) exemption
certificate was obtained from the
Office of Rail and Road in order
to allow 35mph running on the
heritage line.
The train uses special on-board

detection cameras and algorithms to
detect the density and type of weeds
along a railway line, and delivers a
targeted, calibrated dose of herbicide
at just the right time and place. It is
the first of three which will go into
service on themain line.
Teams from Bayer and the SVR

worked an intensive programme of
12-hour overnight shifts for almost

three weeks during a complicated
array of tests and recalibrations.
The first three nights were worked

by home-based Class 50s Nos. 50035
and 50049, which were later replaced
by GBRf Class 66s No. 66709 Sorrento
and No. 66771 Amanda.
Tests were run over a 220-yard

section of track between the Bewdley
South Down Distant signal and the
mouth of Bewdley tunnel. The Bayer
team placed their own weeds at

strategic points on the track and on
tarpaulins trackside, so they could
determine the accuracy of the train’s
performance.
The system delivered plain water

rather than herbicide.
Bayer’s engineering manager,

Manuel Celis, said: “We had great
work from the SVR in this regard, and
they were able to comply with all our
requirements; we’re really happy with
the result.”
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N70-6-2TNo. 69621passesSwithlandReservoirwithapassenger serviceonApril
19, 2009,duringavisit to theGreatCentral Railway.
DUNCANHARRIS/CREATIVE COMMONS

Help get uniqueN7 back in
steam for its 100th birthday
ByRobinJones

A£100,000appeal to restoreGERN7
0-6-2TNo. 69621 to steam in time for its
centenary in2024hasbeen launchedby
theEastAnglianRailwayMuseum.
Ordered by the GER as No. 999,

it was the last locomotive built at
Stratford, and it entered traffic with
the LNER onMarch 19, 1924.
One of a class of 134, under the

LNER, it first became No.999E and
then, on March 31, 1926, No. 7999.
Intended for the heavy suburban

trains out of Liverpool Street to
Chingford and Enfield. It was given a
new Gresley round-top firebox in the
summer of 1947, and was reclassified
as N7/4 No. 9621. Under BR, it
became No. 69621.
Withdrawn on September 11, 1962,

it was bought by the Middleton
Railway saviour, the late Dr Fred
Youell. It arrived at Chappel &
Wakes Colne in September 1973,
but restoration did not start until
1981 and took eight years. It
starred in the Southend centenary

celebrations of August 1989, also
making appearances at Colchester,
Cambridge and Stratford, before
taking part in London Underground’s
Steam on the Met event in 1992.
Its boiler certificate expired in

1999, and it was then overhauled by
the North Norfolk Railway, where it
operated for five years.
It returned to the EARM for the

centre's 40th anniversary in 2011,
after which it went to the Churnet
Valley Railway until its boiler ticket
again expired in 2015, having
also visited several other heritage
lines. It returned to the EARM
that September.
The boiler was removed last

August, and signwriting took place
in April.

Appeal for supporters
Now themuseum is appealing for

supporters to sponsor components
such as a crown stay, smoke tube or
flue tube. Component sponsorship
starts at £35, with 800 parts available.
A flue tube sponsorship (18 are

available at £680 each) will be
rewarded with a complimentary
half-day train driver experience on
the locomotive. It is also possible to
donate sums as small as £5.

EARM considers No. 69621 to be
the largest andmost important item
in its collection.
� Formoredetails of theappeal, visit
www.earm.co.uk/n7_resto_appeal/

Giant British-built engines on the move in South Africa
NorthBritish-builtGMAMGarrattNo. 4114on the low-loader atBloemfontein, ready for themove toSandstone.DAVE RICHARDSON

ByJohnTitlow

WITH the security situationworsening
inSouthAfrica, theSandstoneHeritage
Trusthasmoved its four3ft 6inCape
gauge steam locomotives, two
water tanks andhistoric crane from
the railway shedatBloemfontein to
SandstoneEstates, near Ficksburg in
theOrangeFreeState, for safekeeping.
Bloemfontein shedhasbeenhome

to thecountry’s reservemuseum
collection,butwith little security and
mostof the siteunfenced, vandalism
and the removal ofpartswas causing
great concern.
The railways in South Africa have

suffered considerably from the
theft of signal cables and overhead
catenary during the Covid-19
lockdown; even rails have been
stolen, causing derailments.

The four locomotives, moved 140
miles by road in August, were Krupp
19D 4-8-2 No. 2654; North British
Class 24 2-8-4 No. 3688; North British
Class 11 2-8-2 No. 929; and the
largest, a GMAMGarratt 4-8-2+2-8-4
No. 4114 built by North British,
Glasgow, in 1957 and weighing about
190 imperial tons. It had been in store
for more than 20 years. At 93ft 10in,
the GMAMwas transported on an

18-axle flatbed low loader, each axle
having four wheels. The crane was
built by Cowans, Sheldon and Co of
Carlisle in 1890.
All will be cosmetically restored,

with the GMAM positioned at the
entrance of Sandstone Estates, as
the site specialises in 2ft gauge and
does not have any 3ft 6in gauge track
to run them on. Further details will
appear next issue.

NEWS
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A LEGEND RETURNS

PENDENNIS CASTLE
BACK IN STEAM AFTER 27 YEARS!
Once dubbed “the most powerful express passenger locomotive in Britain” when lined
up alongside none other than Flying Scotsman, No. 4079 Pendennis Castle steamed
again at Didcot Railway Centre on Friday, August 13 – decades after being repatriated
from Australia, reports Robin Jones.

ThewhistleofGWR4-6-0No. 4079Pendennis
Castleblowsas it undergoes its first steamtest
outsideDidcotRailwayCentre’s locomotive shed
onAugust13. FRANKDUMBLETON

It seems almost like yesterday when, on
Saturday, June 8, 2000, I met up with
Adrian Knowles, of the Great Western

Society, at Portbury Dock near Bristol,
watching with bated breath the unloading of
the Wallenius Wilhemsen roll-on roll-off cargo
ship Toba.

It was about 3.30pm and we had a grandstand
view from a parked trailer of the distinctive
outline of a Swindon-built classic emerging
from the murky depths of the ship’s hold.

It was GWR 4-6-0 No. 4079 Pendennis Castle,
which was on the last lap of a 20,000-mile
journey home from the far side of the planet.
Five days later, the load was cleared by customs
officers and taken by low loader to begin a new
life at Didcot Railway Centre in the ownership
of the society where its preservation story
began in 1964.

A painstakingly thorough restoration that
lasted more than 21 years since that Portbury
touchdown has seen Pendennis Castle emerge
from the Didcot shed to undergo the first of
its static steam tests for insurance purposes.
The boiler, main steam pipes, header and other
major pressurised components had already
undergone tests.

All being well, No. 4079 was scheduled to
appear in the second of the society’s 60th
anniversary gala events, Didcot’s August
28-30 bank holiday steam up, after we closed
for press. For the event, it was lined up to
make limited light engine moves but not haul
passenger trains until further thorough checks
and running-in are completed.

Now headlining those anniversary year
celebrations, Pendennis Castle is all set to
reprise its role as an ultimate Swindon icon.

No. 4079 was the seventh of GWR chief
mechanical engineer Charles Collett’s 171
Castles to be built, and was completed at
Swindon in February 1924. Incidentally,
September 10 this year marks the 150th
anniversary of Collett’s birth.

It was named after Pendennis Castle near
Falmouth, one of Henry VIII’s chain of forts
built around the south coast to protect England
from a French invasion.

No. 4079’s claim to fame dates from 1925,
when the GWR loaned it to the London &
North Eastern Railway for trials against Sir
Nigel Gresley’s new Pacifics – which included
No. 4472 Flying Scotsman.

Heading 16-coach trains on the East Coast
Main Line, No. 4079 outperformed its larger
rivals. Competing against the larger A1
No. 2545Diamond Jubilee, it made the ascent
from King’s Cross to Finsbury Park regularly
in less than six minutes, better than anything
the Pacifics offered at that stage.
Pendennis Castlewas also shown to be more

economical in both coal and water on the
test runs.

The LNER sent A1 No. 4474 Victor Wild
to the GWR in exchange for comparative
trials, but it would not match the Castle’s
performance on the Plymouth run.

Before returning to the GWR, Pendennis
Castle attended the second Wembley
Exhibition between May and October 1925,
cheekily displayed by the GWR next to Flying
Scotsman with a notice proclaiming it to be the
most powerful passenger express locomotive
in Britain.

Its exploits then became the talk of every
schoolboy in Britain.

No.4079PendennisCastle roundsDidcotWestCurvewithaStephensonLocomotiveSociety special from
Swindon toBirminghamonApril 26, 1964.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/DA ANDERSON



Heritagerailway.co.uk 53

Above: Every schoolboy’sdreammachine, a sepiapostcardviewofNo. 4079PendennisCastle inGWRdays.
ROBIN JONES COLLECTION

Right:PendennisCastle’s homecoming, as coveredbyHeritageRailway in2000.MORTONSMEDIA LTD
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Saved by molten firebars?
As highlighted in our 60th anniversary feature
in issue 282, the Great Western Society was
formed by four schoolboys in 1961 who set out
with the aim of preserving a Collett 1400 class
0-4-2T.

Three years later, having successfully
purchased several items of rolling stock,
the society was thought by supporter Mike
Higson, owner of The Roundhouse bookshop
at Hatch End, to be in favour with BR. Mike,
a former LMR fireman, asked the then
society chairman Ken Williams to negotiate
the purchase of a Castle because BR’s higher
echelons had previously refused Mike’s own
application.

So early in 1964, Ken and Mike talked about
which Castle would be the best one to preserve.
They proposed Nos. 4079 Pendennis Castle;
5029 Nunney Castle; 5051 Earl Bathurst; 5057
Earl Waldegrave; 7011 Banbury Castle; 7019

PendennisCastlepassesSouthcote Junctionen route fromPaddingtonwith the first legof the fabled IanAllan
high-speed railtourofMay9, 1964, arranged tomark the60thanniversaryofCityofTruro’sunofficial 100mph
‘first’ and the swansongofWesternRegion steam.Sadly,No. 4079 failedatWestburyafter reaching97mph,
waspronounceda failureanddumped–butnonethelessmanaged toescape the cutter’s torch.
COLOUR-RAIL.COM

Fowey Castle; No. 7027 Thornbury Castle; 7029
Clun Castle; and 7032 Denbigh Castle. After
much research, Nos. 4079, 7011, 7019, 7029 and
7032 were shortlisted.

On April 24, 1964, a letter was sent to BRB
asking for a price, together with a request for
an autocoach and three wagons for the GWS.

However, the hand of fate might well have
played a part in the unexpected survival of
No. 4079.

May 9, 1964 was the 60th anniversary of
City of Truro’s unofficial 100mph ‘first’,
and publisher Ian Allan Ltd was arranging
a Paddington-Plymouth special via Bristol
hauled by Castles, as No. 3440 was at that time
a static exhibit inside Swindon Museum. The
selected engines were Nos. 4079, 7029 and
5054 Earl of Ducie, with standby locomotives
Nos. 7025 Sudeley Castle, 7008 Swansea Castle
and 7023 Penrice Castle. Specially-selected best
Welsh coal was provided for the Castles, which

were thoroughly prepared with boilers washed
out and tender water tanks cleaned, and two
firemen allocated to each.
City of Truro may have been absent, but

Pendennis Castle appeared from the start
– determined to be ready to wear its fabled
mantle for the occasion.

After hitting 97mph, No. 4079 dropped its
fire on to the track; the coal was too hot and
had melted the firebars. This failure caused
severe damage to the driving wheel axleboxes
and the engine was immediately condemned.

It has been conjectured that the choice of
high quality, very hot burning coal and the
high rate of firing may have contributed to
No. 4079’s failure.

At Westbury, it was exchanged for No. 6999
Capel Dewi Hall. On the return from Exeter to
Bristol, Clun Castle completed the journey four
minutes faster than Truro had allegedly done.

Poor Pendennis seemed to have become
a prime candidate for the cutter’s torch at
it stood dumped at Westbury. However, its
stricken condition and isolation may well have
lowered the asking price to below that of the
other Castles under consideration.

A new approach was made to BR in a letter
dated May 28, 1964, requesting a price for
No. 4079. A reply dated June 30, 1964 quoted
£1750 for No. 4079 in the condition in which it
stood, plus extra for repairs at Swindon.

The deal was struck, but it took seven
months for No. 4079 to be moved to Swindon,
where it was overhauled to a high standard and
outshopped in March 1965.

No. 4079 was then moved to Southall and
appeared at one of the first pre-Didcot society
open days at Taplow, Buckinghamshire, in
September 1965.

In 1967, Mike sold Pendennis Castle to
Pat Whitehouse, who had helped save the
Talyllyn Railway in 1951 and become one of
the pioneers of the heritage railway sector,
later signing a lease of part of the Tyseley
roundhouse depot which evolved into today’s
Tyseley Locomotive Works.

However, Pat was asked by the seller to
retract his offer, as two other enthusiasts –
the late Bill McAlpine, the multi-millionaire
construction company supremo, and his friend
John Gretton had made a higher bid.

Pat agreed, but diverted his attention to Clun
Castle, which had also hauled the final BR-era
steam working out of Paddington on June 11,
1965 (on November 20, 1965, Pendennis Castle

“From the start, the overhaul of No. 4079 was an all-volunteer
project, carried out bymembers of a 20-strong pool working every
other Saturday, as opposed to a big chequebook exercise.”

No.4079PendennisCastleheads the ‘TalyllynRailway
Special’ outofWolverhamptonLowLevel stationon
September25, 1965.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/LA NIXON

No.4079atWorcestermotivepowerdepotonAugust 8, 1966, afterworkingaPaddington-Swindon IanAllan
special.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/NORMAN PREEDY
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became the last Castle to arrive in Paddington
before the end of BR steam).

Pat and fellow Dart Valley Railway director
John Evans made up the shortfall in a fund
set up to buy No. 7029, transferring the
locomotive to a new company, 7029 Clun
Castle Ltd. No. 7029, and Pendennis Castle was
used on specials in the first weekend of March
1967 to mark the closure of Birmingham Snow
Hill station and the GWR through route from
there to Birkenhead.

Under its new ownership, No. 4079 was
initially based at Didcot before the society
moved in. In 1971, after BR relaxed its post-

1968 near-total main line steam ban (only
Flying Scotsman was the exception), Pendennis
Castle was among the first wave of preserved
locomotives to be allowed back on the
national network.

It was included in a list of 23 preserved
locomotives approved for main line running,
on just five routes — one of which was
Birmingham-Didcot.

No. 4079 moved to Market Overton in
Rutland in 1972. On April 6, 1974, No. 4079
was reunited with No. 4472 Flying Scotsman
for two steam specials, working a return trip
from Newport to Shrewsbury.

Sold to Australia
By 1977, Bill McAlpine had become sole
owner of No. 4079, which was in storage and
awaiting repairs at the former Steamtown
museum in Carnforth – today the base of West
Coast Railways.

The heritage sector was shocked when Bill
– who four years earlier had repatriated the
stranded Flying Scotsman from California as
rumours circulated that it could be cut up –
decided to sell No. 4079 to Western Australian
mining concern Hamersley Iron.

Sir Russell Maddigan, managing director
of the Rio Tinto Zinc Corporation, parent

No.4079 rounds the curveat Saltneywith the return IanAllan ‘BirkenheadFlyer’ onMarch4, 1967.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/BAWYNNE

PendennisCastleatChesterduring the IanAllan ‘BirkenheadFlyer’ railtouronMarch4, 1967.COLOUR RAIL.COM

The first time thatPendennisCastleunderwent
restorationatDidcot, picturedonSeptember20,
1969, twoyears after themotivepowerdepotwas
takenoverby theGreatWesternSociety.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/
DAVIDM SMITH
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company of Hamersley, promised to acquire
a steam locomotive for use by a group of his
workers; two years earlier they had formed
the Pilbara Railways Historical Society, on
the company’s 240-mile line across the desert
landscapes between Dampier, Tom Price
and Paraburdoo.

Hamersley had already given the society a
collection of redundant diesels to get it started,
but found difficulty in obtaining a standard
gauge steam locomotive because the majority
of Australian systems were 3ft 6in or 5ft
3in gauge.

Originally, Maddigan offered to buy No. 4472
but settled for No. 4079 and had it restored to
working order by the Carnforth workforce.
The job involved boiler repairs and a new
smokebox tubeplate.
Pendennis Castlemade its farewell UK tour

from Saltley to Didcot on May 29, 1977, before
running from Dorridge to Avonmouth Docks
two days later. It was loaded on to MVWishref,
which sailed on June 4.

On March 26, 1978, Pendennis Castle was
towed 100 miles and loaded aboard the Iron
Baron for the voyage to the Pilbara. Unloaded

at Dampier on April 29, 1978, it was handed
over to the Pilbara society a week later.

Its first passenger trip in Australia was a
school outing for 60 children on November 7,
1978, with a 5000-gallon water tank coupled
behind it.

No. 4079 underwent modifications in 1980
and was used for excursion trains on the
company’s ore-carrying railways.

After further modifications, it was moved
1050 miles by road to Perth for an historic
reunion with Flying Scotsman, which was
undertaking a tour of Australia as part of
the country’s bicentennial celebrations, on
September 17, 1989.

During the 1990s, after various difficulties
and with the expiry of the boiler certificate,
Pendennis Castle made a final run in October
1994.

Hamersley Iron was not prepared to pay a
repair bill of 240,000 Australian dollars, and
repairs were becoming uneconomical after
fully electronic signalling was installed on the
Hamersley system in 1994. Accordingly, the
locomotive was stored for several years.

Aware of its immense heritage importance,
Rio Tinto began looking for a new home for
No. 4079.

A preliminary inquiry was made in
September 1998 to Nick Pigott, then editor
of The Railway Magazine, now a sister title to
Heritage Railway.

Nick wasted no time and immediately
contacted Adrian Knowles, who was at
Goodwood races that day. Adrian sprang into

In June1978,PendennisCastlewas cranedon toMVMishrefatAvonmouth’sRoyalAlbertDockprior todeparting forAustralia. Itwouldbeback, returning toPortbury
Dockon the far sideof theBristolAvonestuary, 22years later.COLINMOMBER

PendennisCastleatMarchbrookonApril 6, 1974,when it hauledFlyingScotsmanEnterprises’ ‘WesternMail
SteamSpecial’ fromNewport toShrewsburyandbackagain.COLOURRAIL.COM
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action, and prepared a case for Didcot Railway
Centre having the locomotive.

Rio Tinto plc visited Didcot and was so
impressed by the facilities on offer and the
achievements clocked up by the society since
1961 that it decided this was the perfect future
home for No. 4079.

Once shipping was arranged, helped by an
extremely welcome fast-track Heritage Lottery
Fund grant of £37,300 that covered 75% of
the cost, No. 4079 departed from Fremantle
on Easter Sunday 2000, on board the roll-
on roll-off container ship Toba for the long
voyage home.

Taking the opposite way to its outward
journey, No. 4079 travelled via the Pacific Rim,
the Panama Canal, the Eastern Seaboard of the
USA and across the Atlantic – making it the
first 4-6-0 to circumnavigate the world, and
only the second steam locomotive to do so after
Flying Scotsman.

The long road back
Once Pendennis Castle was safe and secure on
British soil, speculation mounted as to when it
would run again.

At first, it was placed on public display at
Didcot, complete with a coat of Australian red

desert dust, while some internal parts were
removed for overhaul.

At first it was hoped to have it running again
by 2004, the 40th anniversary of that landmark
Ian Allan railtour in 1964. When that did not
happen, 2007 became a target date, marking
not only the 1967 railtours but the sale to
Australia in 1977.

It was later hoped that it could run in 2014
to mark the 50th anniversary of the Ian
Allan tour, and then haul a special in 2017 to
remember the end of the Castles in BR service
50 years on. Again, nothing came of any of
these aspirations.

From the start, the overhaul of No. 4079
was an all-volunteer project, carried out
by members of a 20-strong pool working
every other Saturday, as opposed to a big
chequebook exercise.

Only a handful of jobs were contracted out,
including tyre turning and specialist welding
to a crack in the cast iron smokebox saddle.

Project manager Drew Fermor said the team
was determined to complete the project to a
high standard while keeping costs down.

The boiler was lifted from the frames in
2003 and temporarily returned 12 years later
to attach pipes and other fittings. In 2016, the

team concentrated on cladding the boiler,
which had previously been carried by No. 5086
Viscount Horne. In 2018, the society’s board
decided not to register any of its locomotives
for main line running, on the basis that a more
reliable revenue stream would result from
hiring them out to other heritage lines.

Furthermore, essential and very expensive
modifications to enable them to run on
today’s national network, such as lowering
of cabs and fitting TPWS, OTMR and other
requirements, would denigrate their original
and authentic appearances.

It is conjectured that Pendennis Castle
may spend the next season or two running
on Didcot’s lines before being hired out, but
any hopes that it may one day head main
line specials again appear to have been
permanently extinguished.

A society statement said: “There’s no doubt
that the repatriation of Pendennis Castle has
warmed many hearts that were saddened when
the engine left for Australia. Its contribution
to the status of the Didcot collection is
beyond question and future generations of
preservationists will have good reason to
remember the generosity of Hamersley Iron
and Rio Tinto with gratitude.”

Engineand tender reunitedon thePortburyquaysideprior tomovementby low
loader toDidcot for the start of amarathon restoration. ROBIN JONES

Above:Oneof thebiggest engineering taskson
PendennisCastle’s restoration, apart fromtheboiler,
was relining thevalvesandcylinders,workwhich
was contracted toBrynEngineeringofWigan. In
December2010, JohnMarrowandDuncanWard, of
BrynEngineering,wereatDidcotRailwayCentre to
cleanandmeasure thevalveandcylinder castingson
the locomotive, beforemachining to size the liners,
whichhadalreadybeencast, and later returning
to shrink fit them.Duncan is seenherepushing the
front valve liner into the left-handoutside cylinder
ofNo. 4079, after it hadbeen shrunk in liquid
nitrogen. FRANKDUMBLETON

Left: Still in theworksatDidcotonAugust 1,
PendennisCastlewaits tohave itspipework
completedandcab roof liftedback intoplace.
GARETH EVANS

Seeingdaylight in its homecountryagain,No. 4079emerges fromtheholdof
cargo shipTobaatPortburyDockon July8, 2000.ROBIN JONES



TheGreatWesternSociety, believed toown theworld’s
biggest collectionof locomotives fromasingle railway
company,hasbeen celebrating its 60thanniversary
atDidcotRailwayCentre. Picturedon July8aremost
membersof the steamfleetpositionedaroundDidcot
shed.
GWR4-6-0sNos. 5900HindertonHall,5051EarlBathurst,
6023KingEdward IIand2999LadyofLegend,2-6-2T
No. 5572and2-6-0No. 5322,heada line-upwhichalso
includes4-6-0No. 7808CookhamManor,2-6-2TNo. 6106,
0-6-2TNo. 6697,Avonside0-4-0STNo. 1340Trojan,0-6-0PT
No. 3738andKitson0-4-0STNo. 1338.DONBISHOP





Tyseley toStratford-upon-Avonon
July27,outwardviaHenley inArdenat
speedsupto60mphandreturningvia
Solihull atup to75mph.
In theconsistwasPullmancarEagle,

whichmade its firstmain line run in
VintageTrains’ownership.
Formoredetails aboutVT’s schedule,

visit https://vintagetrains.co.uk

Above:GWR4-6-0No. 7029
ClunCastleundergoing
repairs insideTyseley
LocomotiveWorks following
the superheaterheader
mishapon July26.VT

Left: Placing thewelfareand
safetyof its passengers first
and foremost, VintageTrains
has installed social distancing
screens inall of its Pullman
carriages.ROBIN JONES

The failureofClunCastle left the July29 launchof this season’s ‘Shakespeare
Express’ tobehandledbyClass20No. 20189andClass47No. 47773. TheClass20
ispicturedatBirminghamMoorStreetprior todeparture.CHRISMILNER

‘Duchess’ to haul extra
Vintage Trains outings
ByRobinJones

LMSPrincessCoronationPacificNo.6233
DuchessofSutherland isbooked tohaul
twoextra tourswhichhavebeenadded
to theVintageTrainsautumnschedule.
With10 journeysalreadyplanned

between theendofSeptemberand
mid-December, theTyseley-based
TrainOperatingCompanyhasadded
aday trip toChesteronSaturday,
November27andanadditional visit to
YorkChristmasMarketonWednesday,
December15.
TheChester trainwill stopat

Tamworth,Burton, Leicester, and
Nuneaton, and runvia theWestCoast
MainLineandCrewe.
VTaddedasecondYorkChristmas

touras the firsthasnearly soldout.
DuchessofSutherlandwill replace

GWRCastle4-6-0No.5043EarlofMount
Edgcumbe,which is still undergoing
its10-yearlyboileroverhaul atTyseley.
No. 6233andTyseley flagshipGWR4-6-0
No.7029ClunCastlewill nowbethe
locomotiveshaulingall of the remaining
VintageTrains steamtrips in2021.
Aspokesmansaid:“Despite the

difficult circumstances that theentire
hospitality and transport industryare
encountering throughoutBritain,VT
has receivedapositive reaction to its
autumnandwinter calendar,which
startswithaStephensonLocomotive
SpecialonSeptember25.”
The trip, the first Stephenson

LocomotiveSocietySwindonspecial
formore than25years, celebrates the
70thanniversaryof theonceannual
SLS special trainsoriginating from
BirminghamandorganisedbyArthur
‘Cam’Camwell, the society’sMidland
branchsecretary.
ClunCastle is set to return to traffic in

Septemberafter sufferingamechanical
mishapatTyseley.

Steam leak
No.7029successfullypassed its annual
independent insurancesteamtestand
several additionaldepot testswithno
issuesbefore itwasdeclared fit to run,
and theappropriatecertificatewas sent
toControlon July26.
However, early thatevening, a

previouslynon-existent steam leak
becameapparentwithin thesmokebox
and,onan initial examination, it
becameclear that it emanated from
thesuperheaterheader.“Thiswasa
mostunusualoccurrence,neverbefore
experiencedatTyseleyduring theentire
heritageera,”saida spokesman.
“Workhasbegunto remove the

superheaterheader forexamination.
“Thiswill requireaconsiderable

amountofdismantlingwithin the

ENCOURAGEDby the loadings
of a seriesof trains runbetween
Eastbourne,Hastingsand
TonbridgeonAugust 7,Hastings
Diesels Limitedhasannounced
a secondouting for its unique
six-carDEMUNo.1001, running
fromHastings toFavershamvia
CanterburyEast.
Timed todepartHastingsat

11.5amonSaturday, September
11, the‘FavershamFlyer’calls
at Rye,where, becauseof the
shortplatform,passengers
areadvised toboardby the
first coach, thenAshford
International, andCanterbury
East, arrivingat Favershamat
1.10pm.
Thepromoter saidHDL
is reducingCovid-19
precautions in linewith the
gradual relaxationofnational
restrictions.“Weaskpassengers
towear a face coveringexcept
whenseated.Anendeavour
will bemade toprovide some
social distancing in the seating
arrangements,with single
individualspossibly seated
diagonallyoppositeoneanother
in abayof four seats,”he said.
A limitedClubClass servicewill
beavailable, comprising teaor
coffee, sandwiches for lunch
andon the return journey, and
apre-preparedploughman’s
supperwithwine.Thebuffet
carwill beopen toStandard
Classpassengers.
Followinga two-hourbreak,

theDEMU leavesFavershamat
3.32pm, reachingHastings at
5.30pm.StandardClass fares are
from£40 to£47.
HDL said that tickets are sold

subject to its codeof conduct
andadherence toCovid-19
precautions. Childrenunder
16mustbeaccompaniedbya
responsible adult.

smokebox,whichwill be time-
consuming.
“Once theheaderhasbeenexamined,

ourworkshopwill thenundertake such
remedialworkas required.Wedonot
anticipateanychanges toClunCastle’s
booked tours fromSeptemberonwards.”
Meanwhile,VT’sClass47No.47773

underwenta successful test run from

Hastings
DEMUheads
toFaversham
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BulleidMerchantNavyPacificNo. 35018British IndiaLine crossesRibbleheadViaductwith theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘Waverley’ onAugust8. Thispicturewas
taken just after theashesof the lateDavidRodgershadbeenplaced in the firebox.Global steamtours expertDavid, 70, oneofBritain’s top linesidephotographers,
diedathishome inHuddersfieldon January9, 2021, as reported. EDDIE BOBROWSKI

Covid-19 ‘pinging’ hits charter trains
ByCedricJohns

ALTHOUGHtheGovernment’santi-virus
restrictionshavebeenconsiderably
eased,theongoingCovid-19pandemic
hasrecentlyhitthechartertrainbusiness
hardbycausingplanstobechangedat
thelastmomentor, inextremecases, the
cancellationoftrips.
Whereaspopular linesiderumours

attributethenon-appearanceofwhole
trainsorparticular locomotivestomotive
powerfailures, inthreerecentcasestrips
havebeenaffectedbytrainstaffbeing
forcedtoisolateafterbeing‘pinged’by the
Government’sCovid-19app.
‘TheHereThereandEverywhere’

minitoursbyPathfinderTours,which
wereplannedtorunonJuly30/31,
werecancelledwhenoperatorDB

Cargoadviseditwasunabletofulfil its
commitment.Aspokesmansaid:“Dueto
anincreaseinthenumberofcolleagues
eitheroff illorself-isolatingdueto
Covid-19, it iswithregretthatDBCargo
UKhashadtocancelaplannedtwo-day
charterservice.
“This isnotadecisiontakenlightlyand

wewouldapologisesincerelyforthe
disappointmentanddisruptioncausedto
Pathfinder’spassengers.
“We,DBCargo,willworkwithPathfinder

torearrangetheplannedcharterassoon
asispracticallypossible.”

‘Pingdemic’
Elsewhere,a SteamDreams trip from
LondonVictoriawas cancelledwhen,
ready to runawell-loaded train to the
Dorset coastonSunday, July31, train

operatorWestCoastRailways contacted
the tourpromoter to say it couldnot
providea train crewbecauseof staff self-
isolatingafter alsobeingpinged.
Such situations cause thepromoter a

suddenandunexpectedextraburden
on its resourceswhenhundredsof
passengershave tobeadvisedwithin
days–or sometimesonlyhours– that a
particular triphadcancelled.
SteamDreamshas said it hopes to

re-date the trainbymid-September at
the latest, or alternativelypostpone it
until next year.
TheRailwayTouringCompanywas

the thirdpromoter –alongwithmany
linesiders – to sufferdisappointment
when its‘DorsetCoast Express’was
denied theappearanceofUclass 2-6-0
No. 31806heading the trainover the60

miles fromWeymouth toSouthampton
on the return legforsimilarreasonson
August19.

Jubileedebut
OperatedbyWestCoast, theDown
morningtrainlookedimpressivewithLMS
JubileeNo.45596Bahamasmakingits
debutalongtheDorsetcoast,although
spectatorsatonepassingstationwere
frustratedwhenaLondon-bound10-car
SouthWesternRailwaytrainstoppedlong
enoughtopreventanyviewofthegreen
4-6-0.
Similarpingingproblemshavealso

affectedpublicservices.GreatWesternand
SouthWesternrailwayshavebeenissuing
dailybulletinsadvisingtravellerstocheck
departuresfordelaysorcancellations
becauseofstaffshortages.

K1 is withdrawn with worn tyres
ByRogerMelton

THENorth Eastern Locomotive
PreservationGroup’s LNERK12-6-0
No. 62005hasbeenwithdrawn from
‘Jacobite’services becauseof excessive
tyrewear.
Thewear has reduced its driving

wheel flanges to close to theminimum
permissible size,with insufficient tread
depth remaining to allow the tyres to
be turned to restore the flanges to an
acceptable size.
It hadpreviously beenhoped that the

tyreswould last the current seasonout,
but thewear ratehasbeenexcessive
due toweather conditions this year.
What little lifewas left in theprofiles

hasbeenexpended inmoving the
locomotive toCarnforth,where a
planned10-yearly overhaulwill begin
earlier thanplannedandwill of course

include retyring thedrivingwheels. It
will be the fifth time in theheritage era
that itswheels havebeen retyred,which
is by far andawayapreservation record,
illustrating the arduousnatureof
workingon theWestHighland line.
It hadalwaysbeenplanned to carry

out theoverhaul over the coming
winter,with the aimof restoring the
K1 to the‘Jacobite’as soonaspossible.
Theunexpectedextra fewmonths

shouldgive theNELPGvolunteers,
aidedbyWestCoast Railways staff,
somebreathing room for achieving
that aim.
TheNELPGboardhasgivenapproval

to carryingout theoverhaul tomain
line standards, and is expected to cost
around£400,000.
This decisionwill have tobe ratifiedby

themembership via a special general
meeting.

LMSStanier4-6-2No.6201Princess
Elizabethhasbeenstoppedat
Carnforth foraboilerexamination.
Havingcompletedfour tripswith

NorthernBelle, theenginewasset to
undergo its fitnessexamonJuly23
for itsnextbooking, takingthe‘Belle’
over theSettleandCarlisle line the
followingday,whenthetelephone
rang.PrincessElizabethLocomotive
SocietychairmanCliveMojonnier
said itwasengineeringmanager
ChrisBeet, tosaythat the locomotive
“hadbeenfailedduetoawater leak.”
Clivesaid:“Until Ihaveseenthe

boiler inspector’s report, Iwillnot
join linesidespeculationas tothe
causeof theproblem.”
Thetripwasworkedthefollowing

daybyA14-6-2No.60163Tornado.

OnceawareofNo.6201’sfailure,
WestCoastmovedquickly to
negotiate theuseof theA1for the
tripandsubsequentdepartures.
Meanwhile,anewbookpublished

byClivegivingthecompletehistory
ofNo.6201 isbeingpublished.
Dueoutbefore theendof theyear,

thehardbackcontainsmorethan
200pagesofhistoricdetailsand
pictures.
It isavailable tosocietymembers

for£25 iforderedprior topublication
or£28.50afterwards.
Cheques for£25shouldbe

madetoCliveMojonnierand
sent to:39NewtonStreet,Millom,
CumbriaLA184DR.Allproceeds
gotowards theongoingupkeepof
PrincessElizabeth.

PrincessElizabeth failedwitha leak
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ByCedric Johns

DESPITE thedifficulties experienced
becauseofGovernment-imposed
restrictionsoneveryday life –and
heritage rail travel – SteamDreamshas
announced itspre-Christmas itinerary.
MarketingexecutiveClaireNewton

said:“The seasonkicksoffwitha trip
starting fromKing’sCrossbehind
TornadoonNovember18, bound for the
award-winningStNicholas Fair inYork.
“OnNovember30, Bath’sChristmas

Marketdeparts fromLondonVictoria,
with theA1againworking the train.
“Aswehead intoDecember,we

will beofferingday trips toLincoln’s
popularChristmasmarket fromLondon,
probablyKing’sCross, onDecember
5, andalsoa trip fromSouthendand
subsequent stations toOxfordon
December9,withopportunities for
passengers tovisit theChristmasmarket
and join in carols inoneof theuniversity
town’soldest churches.”
All theseday trips arebooked for

steamhaulagebyA1PacificNo. 60163
Tornado.The festive seasonwill endwith
a seriesof trips fromLondonVictoria

featuring‘SantaSteamExpress’and
‘ChristmasSteamExpress’trains, on
December13, 20and22.

Windsor trains end early
Meanwhile, theowningdirectorof
SteamDreams,DavidBuck, decided to
terminate theLondonVictoria-Windsor
trains aweekearlier thanoriginally
planned.The final departures ranon the
lastTuesday inAugust.
He said that the lackofoverseas

tourists this yearhas impactedon the
programme, although theTuesday
eveningSunset SurreyHills dining trains
haveconsistentlybookedwell over the
wholeof the summerperiod.
Nevertheless, plans areafoot to

extendnext year’sWindsorprogramme,
with trains commencingpossibly inMay
andextending intomid-September.
Augustwaspleasinglybusy,with

day trips starting fromColchester and
IpswichonAugust 14/15 tomark the
175thanniversaryof theEasternUnion
Railway.
Reflectingon theevent,David said

hehadnever seen somanypeopleon
stations, bridgesand in fieldswatching

his LNERB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflower
passingbywithwell-filled trains.
However, plans to renameMayflower

as aB2‘Footballer’4-6-0with the
identityofNo. 61674 IpswichTown for
theoccasion, as reported last issue, did
not takeplace.Thiswasdue to the time
factor involvedwith repaintingcabsides
andbufferbeam,andphysically
changingnameplates.
Theweekendwas so successful that

David saidhewill runa similar event
next year.Then, it is possible thathewill
beable tomakearrangements to run
Mayflowerasa‘Footballer.’
Davidwasbornand raised in Ipswich

and is a lifelong fanof the football club.
However, hewasalways frustrated that
while theLNERnamedseveral of its
locomotives after leagueclubs, Ipswich
Townmissedoutbecause itwasanon-
league teamuntil 1938.

Several Bahamas trips
September will see Steam Dreams
run several trips behind LMS Jubilee
No. 45596 Bahamas. On September
8, it is booked to work the ‘Welsh
Dragon’back to London, and on the

23rd, No. 45596 and the B1 double
head a train to Cardiff.
Thepair of 4-6-0sdoubleupagain

over September28 toOctober1 for a
uniquecoupling, headingdownthe
Berks&Hants line toPenzancevia
Taunton, Exeter,NewtonAbbot, the
SouthDevonbanksandPlymouth for a
four-dayholidayexcursion.

Stay in Tregenna Castle
PremierDiningpassengerswill stay in
CarbisBay’s luxurious72-acreTregenna
Castle resort,whereworld leaders
includingUSpresident JoeBidenand
Boris Johnson stayed in June for theG7
summit.
Built in1774, theGrade II listed

buildingwas later leased toand the
boughtby theGWR,whichopened its St
Ivesbranch line in1877.
Somepassengerswill also stayat

theCarbis BayorHarbourhotels,with
roomsallocatedon thebasis of class
of travel.
OnOctober3,Bahamasmovesnorth,

headinga‘Cathedrals Express’toYork,
the4-6-0workingonewayandadiesel
returning the‘Express’back toLondon.

SteamDreams announces
pre-Christmas tour itinerary

LNERB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflower leaving the tunnel at Ipswichwith theSteamDreams2.10pmColchester toBurySt Edmunds serviceonAugust14during the
EasternUnionRailway175weekend. BARRYMARTIN
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RTC runs full trains after
Covid rules are relaxed
THERailwayTouringCompany’s
operationsmanager,Rachel Jackson, said
that theKing’sLynnbasedpromoterhas
takenadvantageof theGovernment’s
latest relaxationofCovid-19restrictions
torunfull trains.
No less thaneight trainsareplannedto

run inSeptember.However, therewere
doubtsabout twotrips, theSeptember2
‘DorsetCoastExpress’toWeymouthand
theSeptember9‘SwanageBelle’,dueto
theavailabilityofmotivepower.
Originally itwas thought thata‘Black

Five’mightworkbothtrainsbutwith
K1No.62005backatCarnforth from
‘Jacobite’dutiesandstrippedforheavy
overhaul,WestCoast’s three‘Black
Fives’areall committed inScotland
untilOctober.
Otherwise, it appears that the

remainderofRTC’searlyautumn
programmeis readytorun,ason

September5oneof itspopular trips,a
‘CumbrianMountainExpress’,willdepart
EustonbehindtheusualClass86electric.
This takes thetrainas farasCarnforth,
where itgiveswaytosteam,boundfor
CarlisleviaShap.
Scarborough is thedestinationon

September11whenthe‘Coast toCoast
Express’leavesLiverpoolLimeStreet,
travellingviaManchesterVictoria,
SheffieldandYork.
A‘RoyalDuchy’unusually starts its

journeytoCornwall fromSloughon
September12,diesel-hauledtoTaunton.
Fromthere, steamtakes it toPlymouth
andPar, callingatReading,Newbury,
Westbury,TauntonandExeter.
Another‘CumbrianMountainExpress’

isdatedforSeptember18, followingthe
well-established itineraryoutlinedabove.
ThemonthendswithRTC’s‘Jolly

Fisherman’fromKing’sCross toSkegness.

Beth landsherdream jobas travel
centremanager atNorthernBelle
BETHCooperhasbeenpromoted
to travel centremanager for the
NorthernBelle as the luxury train
companygetsbackoncourseafter
thepandemic.
HuddersfieldbusinessmanDavid

Pitts,whobought thedistinctive
Pullmancarriages fromthe iconic
Orient Expressgroup,plans to
further strengthen the teamat the
headoffice inNantwich.
Beth, 25, a travel and tourism

graduate fromSouthCheshire
College, joined the company three
years ago.
She said:“It’s adream job.Oneof

theperks is I get to travel on trips
around thecountryonabeautiful
trainmeetingourpassengers.
“Manyare celebratinga special

occasion, likeabirthday, retirement
or aweddinganniversary, and it is
lovely chatting to them. Lots are
loyal guestswhokeep returning
to take tripson theNorthernBelle
so it’s importantwebuild agood
rapport tomake themfeel valued.
“Of course, the last 18months

hasbeenavery challenging time
forusbecauseofCovid-19, but
bookingshave soared since the
lockdownended.
“Wehave somewonderful trips

arrangedaroundBritain this year,

ReturningWestern Champion
pulls in Pathfinder bookings
SET tomake its inaugural runafter
lengthy repairs toengineB, theDiesel
TractionGroup’s Swindon-built Class
52diesel-hydraulicD1015Western
Champion is showing itspopularity,with
WRenthusiasts eager tobook seats for
Pathfinder’s‘TorbayExpress’.
Theday trip,which starts from

EastleighonSeptember25,will
recall the1960sand1970swhen52s
dominatedexpress services from
Paddington toDevonandCornwall.
CallingatBasingstoke, ReadingWest,

Didcot, Swindon, Kemble, Stroud,
Stonehouse,Gloucester andBristol
Parkway, the‘Express’makes itsway
toTorbayviaTaunton, Exeter,Newton

AbbotandAller Junction, then to
Torquay, PaigntonandKingswear
forDartmouth.
Latest reports fromPathfinder indicate

that the trip ispulling inbookings fast.
Seating for two is soldout inall three
classes, andStandardClass is filling
quickly. Pathfinderhasadvised that
would-be travellers shouldbookearly.
Once this trip is run, it seemspossible

thatgeneralmanagerPeterWattswill
re-planhis‘WesternFarewell’tour that
wasputonholdwhenD1015 failed
twoyears ago.Asa regularuserof the
52, it is probable thathewill add the
locomotive toother future tripson
Pathfinder’s drawingboard.

including several steam-hauled
onesover theSettle-Carlisle line
whichhavebeenhighly acclaimed
byactorBillNighy.
“He toldChannel 5viewers earlier

this year that theNorthernBelle
was the‘GrandDuchess’of luxury
rail travel andsaida televised
journeyhauledby steamengine
PrincessElizabethhadbeen‘the trip
of a lifetime’.”
David said:“I believeBeth iswell

placed tohelpus take thebusiness
forward, andwewill be looking to
further strengthenourNantwich
teamas things return tonormal
after thepandemic.”

LMS4-6-0No. 46115ScotsGuardsmanheads throughLostockHallwithWest
CoastRailways’ ‘TheDalesman’onAugust17.No. 46115 is carryingawreath in
memoryofpopular footplatemanMikeMiddleton,whodiedafterbeing taken
illwhileworkingonaWestCoastRailways ‘Dalesman’ serviceover theSettle and
Carlisle lineonAugust18 last year.Mike, 62, a steamdriveron theFfestiniog&
WelshHighlandRailways,wasactingas firemanonScotsGuardsmanwhenhe fell
ill nearGarsdale. FRED KERR

Heading theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘TheWaverley’ fromYork toCarlisle
and returnonAugust 22,A3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsmanpassesbeneath
the footbridgeatRoseLane, ChurchFenton, as ayoung family lookon. The
footbridge is earmarked for either removal (if the lane it serves is rerouted)or
ahigher rebuild tomakeway for the impendingelectrificationof the line to
Leeds. Previously,No. 60103wasonpublic displayat theLocomotionmuseum in
Shildon fromJuly28until August 20,when it returned to itshomeat theNational
RailwayMuseuminYork.ANDREW SOUTHWELL

BethCooper, theNorthernBelle’s
newtravel centremanager.NB
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ByCedricJohns

FOLLOWINGthesuccessofUKRailtours’
fullybooked‘JohnFarrowMemorialTrain’
honouringthefirm’s founder,whichran
toSherbornebehindBulleidMerchant
Navy4-6-2No.35028ClanLineon
August18,drawing largecrowdsat the
YeovilRailwayCentrewhenitarrivedfor
turning, thenext tripoffers something
completelydifferent–‘OnlyFreightTrack
andHorses’…
WithanodtotheclassicBritish

televisionsitcomOnlyFoolsandHorses,
the firmsaid:“Wearedelightedtooffer
customers this specialcharterwhichwill
circle theWhiteHorsecountyofWiltshire
viaanumberof freight-only lines.”
This is thesecondrailtour in its2021

ForgottenTracksprogrammedesigned

by IanLoveday, soenthusiastscanexpect
torunover trackswhichrarelyseea
passenger train,andcanevenexpect
surpriseor twoontheday.

Reopened branch
The traindeparts Paddingtonand
headswestover theBerks&Hants line
toWestbury, overlookedby the famous
whitehorse,wherea reversal takes
the train toBristolTempleMeadsvia
Trowbridge, Bradford JunctionandBath.
Afterabreak, thetrain runsover the

reopenedbranch linetoTytherington
quarryviaBristolEast,DrDayscurve,
BristolParkway,Yate,Westerleigh,
Cheltenham, theGoldenValleyand
SwindonforReadingandPaddington.
TheUKRailtours trip fromKing’sCross

viaPeterboroughtoShrewsburyon

September25offersoptionalvisits to
TelfordandIronbridge.
‘TheDerbyshireRose’onOctober

2runs fromKing’sCrossviaMelton
MowbrayandLoughboroughtoAlfreton
andChesterfield,offeringvisits tothe
NationalTramwayMuseumatCrich
orChatsworthHouse,while‘TheYork
Deviator’fromKing’sCrossonOctober9
isexpectedtobeoneof the firstcharter
services tousetheWerringtonGrade
Separation,anewtwo-track railway
lineunder theEastCoastMainLine
northofPeterborough.Fromthere, the
train runsvia theSleafordavoiding line
andGainsborough.
Running fromPeterboroughvia

Huntingdon, Stevenage,Welwyn
GardenCity, PottersBar andFinsbury
Park,‘TheCotswoldLion’toWorcesteron

October16 featuresoff-trainoptions to
visit theGloucestershireWarwickshire
Railwayor theElgarBirthplaceMuseum.

‘Yellow Submarine’
‘TheYellowSubmarine’heads from
Euston toLiverpoolonOctober23, and
‘TheDoctor Syn’runs fromDerbyand
otherMidlandMainLine stationsand
aroundWest London for a tourof the
Kent railwaysonOctober30.
UKRailtourshas reaffirmed itspolicy

ofnevercancellingatripbecauseof low
ticketsales.
“Oncewehaveactivatedatripandsold

seatswewill runthetrain irrespectiveof
the loading–goodorpoor–tokeepfaith
withthosepassengerswhohavepaid for
seats,”said thepromoter’s leading lady,
ElizabethMorris.

UKRailtours covers branches

Patriotdrivingwheels returned to foundry for investigation into cracking
THEdrivingwheelsofnew-buildLMS
PatriotNo.5551TheUnknownWarrior
havebeenreturnedtotheirmakers,
theBoroFoundry, foran investigation
intotheir cracking.
As reported last issue, thediscovery

of“widespreadseriouscracking”
meansthatall sixof theFowler5XP
4-6-0’sdrivingwheelswillhavetobe
replaced.TheBoroFoundry,which
cast thewheels in2010/11,will carry

out itsowninvestigationprior to
furtherdiscussionswiththeLMS-
PatriotProject,which in themeantime
is lookingatoptions forcastingthe
newwheels.
The locomotive,which is intended

foreventualmain linerunning,
isat theWestShedpremisesof
newcontractor thePrincessRoyal
ClassLocomotiveTrust,whichhas
concluded itsassessmentof the

Patriot’s chassisand iscarryingout
rectificationwork.Preparationsare
beingmadeforminormodifications
totheoutsidecylinders.
WithLiverpoolboilercontractor

HeritageBoilerSteamServiceshaving
completedthesidestaysonthe
locomotive’s firebox,anorderhas
beenplacedfor the firmto install the
transversestays.Thetenderchassis
isatDevoncontractorLeakyFinders,

withwhomanorderhasbeenplaced
for thenextphaseofworkon its
axleboxhorns.
Donations totheprojectcanbe

madeatwww.lms-patriot.org.uk
�ThePatriotgroupalsoannounced
inthe latest issueof itshouse
magazineTheWarrior that ithas
dropped itsplantobuilda replica
Fowler2-6-4TNo.42424 inorder to
concentrateonfinishingNo.5551.

TheUKRailtours ‘The JohnFarrowSalute’memorial train fromLondonVictoria toSherborneonAugust18 is seenpassingBrookwoodstationbehindMerchantNavy
PacificNo. 35028ClanLine,oneof John’s favourite locomotives.Hewas the founder firstly ofHertfordshireRailtours and thenUKRailtours, andpassedawayonApril
19, 2020. The trainwasgivena favourablepathwith the fast line fromByfleet toBasingstoke,while the return runalsohadagoodpathand ranup to10minutesahead
of time. JAMES HAMILTON
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terminus, byPrincessHelena. The
HighlandRailwayabsorbedthe line into
itsownnetworkonJuly31,1884.
DunrobinCastlestation,having

openedwiththe line,hasclosed,
reopenedandclosed, themost recent
reopeningbeingonJune30,1985.
Thestation, includingtheplatformand
building, is situatedat thetopof thedrive
leadingtothecastle. It remains in the
ownershipof theSutherlandEstateand
isbelievedtobetheonlysuchstation

onthenetwork.Trains toDunrobinare
operatedbyScotrail’sFarNorthLine
servicebetween InvernessandThurso/
Wick.Thestation isopentothepublic
throughout thecastle’s season, fromApril
toOctober. Ithasalwaysbeenarequest
stop,and intendingpassengersmust
signal to thedriver in‘busstop’fashion.
Theoriginal lowplatformisstill inuse,

andboxeswiththreestepsareprovided
forpassengers toboard.

Private locomotives
Thethirdandfourthdukealsoeach
commissionedtheirownsteam
locomotivenamedDunrobin to runon
the line,anduntil theywererevokedby
BR in1949,hadrunningrightsbetween
DunrobinCastleand Inverness.The
second locomotive,SharpStewart0-4-4T
No.4085of1895,which isverysimilar to
theHighlandRailwayWclass,wassold
bytheduke,alongwithhis twocoaches,
whenhe lost therunningpowers.
Dunrobinandonecoachwere

acquiredbyRomney,Hythe&
DymchurchRailway founderCaptain
Howeyandplacedonstaticdisplayat
NewRomney.Whenhedied in1963,
theywere sold for export toCanadaand
becameexhibits at Fort Steeleheritage
village inBritishColombia.Dunrobin
was last steamedat Fort Steele in2005,
and in2011 itwasannounced that the
locomotiveandcoachhadbeenbought
byBeamishMuseum.Dunrobin is now
undergoinganextensiveoverhaul at
Bridgnorthon theSevernValleyRailway.
Inaspeechat thestationonAugust

8,AlanRoss,NetworkRail’sdirectorof
engineeringandassetmanagement
(Scotland), said:“This, the150th
anniversary, is theperfectoccasionto
celebrate theworkof thethirdDukeof
Sutherland,whoinmodern-dayterms
spentabout£45milliononhisvarious
railwayprojects, includinghisownline
andhisowntrain.
“I think itgoeswithoutsayingthat

if anyonehere ispreparedto invest
asimilar sumtoday,weatNetwork
Railwouldbemost interestedtohear
fromyou!”

ThePrinceofWalesunveiled thisplaqueat
DunrobinCastle station commemorating
the150thanniversaryof theDukeof
Sutherland’s railway. JOHN BAIKIE

THE150thanniversaryof theDukeof
Sutherland’s railwaywasmarkedon
August8withavisitbythePrinceof
Wales,whoseScottish title isDukeof
Rothesay.
AtDunrobinCastlestation, thePrince,

wearingakilt,wasgreetedbyDrMonica
Main, theLordLieutenantofSutherland,
whopresentedhimtothemodern-day
EarlofSutherland.
Charles then joinedareception,

wherehemetwithguests including
representativesof therailway industry
andtheneighbouringcastle.Hethen
touredthestationwithstationmaster
DanielBrittain-Catlinandunveiledtwo
commemorativeplaques.

Private station
TheDukeofSutherland’sRailway is the
onlypartof thenational railnetwork
tohavebeenplanned, financedand
openedbyoneperson, thethirdduke.
Running fromGolspie toHelmsdale, it

openedonMay16, 1871, and theduke
paid for anextension toBrora, ensuring
a service forhishome,Dunrobin
Castle. In September1870an isolated
17-mile-long sectionwasopened from
Dunrobin, amilenorthofGolspie,
toWestHelmsdale, the temporary

Prince of Wales visits Dunrobin Castle
station to mark its 150th anniversary
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September
4 ‘The Cumbrian Mountain Express’
Euston, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Shap, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
RTC
4 ‘Aviemore & Inverness’
Linlithgow, Inverness & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. SRPS
4-8 ‘The Welsh Dragon’
Paddington, Shrewsbury, Pwllheli, Crewe
& return. Steam-hauled Paddington-
Shrewsbury and Crewe-London.
Locos: No. 61306Mayflower
(Paddington-Shrewsbury), No. 45596
Bahamas (Crewe-Paddington). SD
4 ‘The Magna Carta’
Crewe, Salisbury & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
8 ‘The Cambrian Coast Express II’
Bristol Parkway, Pwllheli & return. Diesel-
hauled throughout.
Locos: Two Network Rail Class 97/3s
Wellington-Pwllheli and return. PT
8 ‘The Severn Valley Enterprise’
Paddington, Bridgnorth & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
9 ‘The Swanage Belle’
London Victoria, Swanage & return.
Steam-hauled Victoria-Swanage and
Southampton-Salisbury-Victoria.

and Southampton-Chichester.
Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD
21 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
London Victoria, Salisbury & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
21 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Circular tour from Salisbury. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
23 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Paddington, Gloucester, Cardiff & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Locos: No. 45596 Bahamas and No.
61306Mayflower. SD
25 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
York, Wakefield, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle,
Hellifield.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB
25 ‘The Champion Torbay Express’
Eastleigh, Gloucester, Kingswear &
return. Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: D1015Western Champion
Gloucester-Kingswear & return. PT
25 ‘The Jolly Fisherman’
King’s Cross, Skegness & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC
25 ‘SLS Special’
Tyseley, Swindon & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 5043 Earl of Mount Edgcumbe.
VT
25 ‘The Lune Rivers Trust’
Carnforth, Chester & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699

14 ‘The Welshman’
Kingswear, Cardiff & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
15 ‘The Man of Kent’
Newport, Chepstow, Margate & return.
Steam-hauled London, Margate and
return.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. PT
16 ‘The Jorvik Express’
Liverpool, Manchester, York & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT
18 ‘The Caledonian’
Birmingham, Wolverhampton,
Edinburgh & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Edinburgh & return.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT
18 ‘The Mazey Day Cornishman 2021’
Birmingham New Street, Penzance &
return. Diesel-hauled throughout.
Locos: Two Class 50s Gloucester-
Penzance & return. PT
18 ‘The Cumbrian Coast Express’
Euston, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carlisle, Whitehaven, Carnforth.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
RTC
19 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Paddington, Chichester & return. Steam-
hauled Paddington-Chichester and
Fratton-Paddington.
Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD
19 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Chichester, Littlehampton & return.
Steam-hauled Chichester-Littlehampton

Loco: TBA. RTC
10 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by
Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL
11 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Crewe, Liverpool, Manchester, Carlisle &
return. Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle,
Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth.NB
11 ‘The Galloway Fifties’
Tame Bridge Parkway, Birmingham New
Street, Stranraer & return. Diesel-hauled
throughout.
Locos: Two Class 50s. PT
11 ‘The Coast to Coast Express’
Liverpool, Scarborough & return. Steam-
hauled Liverpool, Scarborough, Milford
Loop.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
RTC
11 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
King’s Cross, Cambridge, Great Yarmouth
& return. Steam-hauled King’s Cross-Great
Yarmouth and Norwich-King’s Cross.
Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD
12 ‘The Royal Duchy’
Slough, Par & return. Steam-hauled
Taunton, Plymouth & return.
Loco: TBA. RTC
13 & 15 ‘The Devon Belle’
Paddington, Kingswear & return (outward
13th, return 15th). Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST

OnJuly5,NorthernBelle ranaLondonVictoria-Bournemouth tourwithnew-buildA1No. 60163Tornado,marking90years to theday since theSouthernRailway
introduced the ‘BournemouthBelle’ in1931.Running fourminutes early, thePeppercornPacific crossesRedbridgeCausewaynearSouthampton.DONBENN
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The information in this listwas correct at
the timeofgoing topress.Westrongly
adviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular
tripwith thepromoter concerned.

The scene
opposite closely
replicates this
shot fromthe
final yearsof the
famousPullman
train, showing
rebuilt Bulleid
MerchantNavy
Pacific
No. 35024East
AsiaticCompany
at the same
locationwith
theDown ‘Belle’
onGoodFriday,
March27, 1964.
DON BENN

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 0772 222

NB Northern Belle
01270 895844

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

SRPS Scottish Railway
Preservation Society
0131 202 1033

SR Statesman Rail
0345 310 2458

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

Tour promoters
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
WCR
26 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Paddington, Oxford & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
26 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Oxford Parkway, Didcot, Reading,
Pewsey & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. SD
28 ‘Mayflower to Devon and
Cornwall’
Paddington, Penzance. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 45596 Bahamas and No.
61306Mayflower. SD
29 ‘The Buxton Spa Express’
Hereford, Buxton & return. Steam-hauled
Crewe, Buxton & return.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
30 ‘The Ribblehead Rambler’
Hull, Leeds, Carlisle & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

October
1 ‘Mayflower to Devon and Cornwall’
Penzance, Paddington. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: No. 45596 Bahamas and No.
61306Mayflower. SD
2 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Newcastle, Durham, Darlington,
York, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Hellifield.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB
2 ‘The Easterling’
King’s Cross, Norwich, Lowestoft &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC
2 'Plockton and Kyle of Lochalsh’
Dunbar, Kyle of Lochalsh and return.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
2 ‘The Return to Steam 50th
Anniversary Special’
Tyseley, Hereford & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT
3 ‘The Cathedrals Express’
Ealing Broadway, York & return. Steam-
hauled Ealing, York.
Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. SD
6 ‘Bath & Bristol by Steam’
London Victoria, Bath, Bristol & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL
6 ‘The Great Western Envoy’
Bridgnorth, Bath, Bristol & return. Steam-
hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 34046 Braunton, No. 45231 or
No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST
7 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Coventry, Birmingham, Wolverhampton,
Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB
9 ‘The Cumbrian Mountain Express’
Euston, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander, No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
RTC
9 ‘Welsh Marches Express’
Tyseley, Hereford & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 6233 Duchess of Sutherland.
VT
9 'Fort William & Glenfinnan’
Dunfermline, Glenfinnan and return.
Diesel-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBA. SRPS
16 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Crewe, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB
16 ‘The Yorkshireman’
Ealing Broadway, York & return. Steam-
hauled Ealing, York.
Loco: No. 6233 Duchess of Sutherland.
RTC
19 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Hull, York, Wakefield, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle,
Hellifield.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB
20 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsmanon
the S&C’
Tamworth, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Preston, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado (Preston-
Carlisle) and No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(Carlisle-Preston).A1SLT
21 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Carlisle &
return. Steam-hauled Preston, Carlisle &
return.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(Preston-Carlisle) and No. 60163 Tornado
(Carlisle-Preston).A1SLT
23 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’
Liverpool, Manchester, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle,
Preston.
Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth.NB
24 ‘The Tin Bath’
Preston, Sheffield & return. Steam-hauled
throughout.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699
Galateaor No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
RTC
27 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsmanon
the S&C’
Middlesbrough, York, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauledMiddlesbrough, Carlisle,
York.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado
(Middlesbrough-Carlisle) and
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman (Carlisle-York).
A1SLT
28 ‘Tornado and Flying Scotsman on
the S&C’
Peterborough, York, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled York, Carlisle & return.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman
(York-Carlisle) and No. 60163 Tornado
(Carlisle-York). A1SLT
29 ‘The Golden Age of Travel by Steam’
Circular tour from London Victoria.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35028Clan Line. BEL
30 ‘The Stratford Flyer’
Manchester, Stratford-upon-Avon &
return. Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC
30 ‘The Midland Bristolian’
Derby, Tyseley, Bristol & return. Steam-
hauled Dorridge, Bristol, Derby.
Loco: No. 6233Duchess of Sutherland. VT

Regular Steam
Daily until October 29
‘The Jacobite’
Fort William, Mallaig & return (pm
train until October 1). Steam-hauled
throughout.
Locos: Nos. 44871, 45212 or 45407. WCR
Tuesday September 14
‘The Dalesman’
Chester, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Hellifield, Carlisle, Carnforth.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
WCR
Tuesday September 21
‘The Pendle Dalesman’
Lancaster, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699

Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
WCR
Thursdays September 2, 23 ‘The
Dalesman’
York, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled
Hellifield, Carlisle and return.
Loco: No. 45690 Leander,No. 45699
Galatea or No. 46115 Scots Guardsman.
WCR
Thursdays September 9, 16 ‘The
Scarborough Spa Express’
Carnforth, Scarborough & return (via
Lancaster, Preston, Blackburn, Hebden
Bridge andWakefield September 9, via
Hellifield, Skipton & Keighley September 16)
Steam-hauled York, Scarborough & return.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line.WCR
Saturday September 11 ‘The
Aberdonian’
Edinburgh, Aberdeen & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT
Sunday September 5 ‘The Waverley’
York, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: No. 35018 British India Line. RTC
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THE GREAT LITTLE TRAINS OF

The heritage railway sector has received one of the biggest boosts in its history by the
awarding of UNESCOWorld Heritage Site status to the slate landscape of NorthWest
Wales. The prestigious status has been rapturously welcomed as instantly elevating
the region to a new high on the international ‘must visit’ tourist mapwhile opening up
exciting new horizons for its fabled narrow gauge lines, reports Robin Jones.

Seventy years ago, the Talyllyn Railway
led the world by becoming the first
heritage line to be operated by volunteers,

and three years later the Ffestiniog Railway
reopened by similar means.

On July 28, UNESCO (United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation) announced that a bid to
designate the slate landscape of North West
Wales as a World Heritage Site – in which both
lines were included – had been successful, as
reported last issue as we closed for press.

Led by Gwynedd Council, the inscribing
of the prestigious status is the culmination
of more than 15 years of graft by partners
including Cadw, the historic environment
service of the Welsh Government, the National
Museum of Wales, the Royal Commission on
Ancient and Historical Monuments in Wales,
Bangor University, the National Trust, the Slate
Wales Partnership and Snowdonia National
Park Authority to prepare the bid record, and
safeguard and recognise the heritage of its slate
landscape.

What is Britain’s 32nd World Heritage Site
(and the fourth in Wales) officially comprises

Penrhyn slate quarry, Bethesda and the
Ogwen Valley to Port Penrhyn; Dinorwic (or
Dinorwig) slate quarry mountain landscape;
Nantlle Valley slate quarry landscape;
Gorseddau and Prince of Wales slate quarries,
railways and mill; Blaenau Ffestiniog’s slate
mines, quarries, the ‘city of slates’ and the
railway to Porthmadog, Bryneglwys slate

quarry, Abergynolwyn village and the
Talyllyn Railway. The status now places the
slate region in the same elite global group as
Egypt’s pyramids, Peru’s Machu Picchu, India’s
Taj Mahal, the Grand Canyon Yellowstone
National Park, Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands
and Stonehenge.

Lord Dafydd Wigley, chairman of the Wales
Slate Partnership Steering Group, which led
the successful bid, addressed its committee by
video link from the National Slate Museum
in Llanberis and said: “Here in Gwynedd we
have an outstanding example of a complete
landscape, and this inscription is a source
of great pride for our communities. It’s a
celebration of our contribution to the world.

“We look forward to being part of the
wider community of World Heritage Sites,
and this inscription has recognised our
global contribution.”

Welsh Government First Minister Mark
Drakeford, who was also in Llanberis to
hear the announcement, said that the status
“recognises the significant contribution this
part of North Wales has made to the cultural
and industrial heritage not only of Wales, but
of the wider world. Welsh slate can be found all
over the world.”

The UK Government had announced
the Welsh slate landscape as a nomination
for UNESCO status in 2018, when Boris
Johnson described it as “an area of remarkable
uniqueness and breath-taking beauty.”

The area served international demand for
Welsh slate between 1780 and 1940, with
Gwynedd also home to major developments in
quarrying and stone processing – including its
transportation by narrow gauge railways like
the Ffestiniog and Talyllyn, which were listed
in the bid.

By late Victorian times, the North Wales
slate industry – said to be the only major UK
industry conducted in a language other than
English – employed more than 17,000 people
and produced nearly 500,000 tonnes of stone
each year, including about a third of all roofing
slate used in the world at the time. Welsh slate
had been used in the Houses of Parliament,
Copenhagen City Hall, and the Royal
Exhibition Building in Melbourne, Australia.
In 1830, half the buildings in New York had
roofs made of it.

UK heritage minister Caroline Dinenage
said: “UNESCO World Heritage status is

INTERNATIONAL STAGE

WORLD HERITAGE

The July28 celebratory slate train fromTywynWharf station toBrynglas andback carrieda special headboard
produced for theoccasion.No. 2Dolgoch, picturedatTywynWharf,wasdrivenby JamesFoster,withAnthony
Coulls as firemanand IanDrummondasguard. TR
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a huge achievement and testament to the
importance this region played in the Industrial
Revolution and Wales’s slate mining heritage. I
welcome the prospect of increased investment
and jobs, and a better understanding of this
stunning part of the UK.”

Christopher Catling, the secretary of the
Royal Commission on the Ancient and
Historical Monuments of Wales, whose staff
helped compile the nomination document,
said: “Human muscle and ingenuity have left
us with a remarkable landscape combining
natural and man-made features that are fully
worthy of being included in the top tier of all
heritage sites in the world.

“Here you can see the evidence for the entire
slate production process, from hillside quarries
and cavernous underground mines to the
engine houses, wheelhouses and mills powered
by ingenious water systems needed to work the
slate; the inclines and aerial ropeways used to
carry raw and worked slate from remote hills
to tramways, and the narrow gauge railways
capable of negotiating mountainous terrain
carrying slate to the harbours at Port Penrhyn
and Porthmadog for shipment to all parts of
the world.”

The Talyllyn – which was the first of the
Welsh narrow gauge slate railways to be
designed for steam haulage – ran a special slate
train on the afternoon of July 28. Arranged in
anticipation of the UNESCO announcement
that day, the special included original and
replica slate wagons and its original brake
van, hauled by 1866-built Fletcher Jennings
0-4-0WT No. 2 Dolgoch.

General manager Stuart Williams said: “The
arrangements were made in secret in case it
was thought we had any inside knowledge,
but like everyone else we had to wait for

the announcement on the day. The tension
increased during the morning, particularly
when the live stream of the meeting went
down, but fortunately it was back up in time
for the announcement. Then we could give the
go-ahead for the train and get out the bunting
and balloons to celebrate.

“This has been a long road and we would like
to pay tribute to the team at Gwynedd Council
for all their hard work during the long bid
process.”

Ian Drummond, chairman of the railway’s
heritage working group, added: “We are
already seeing benefits, not only on the railway
but also in the local communities, as projects
have been undertaken to emphasise, interpret
and, in some cases, restore the heritage of
the slate industry and its contribution to the
history of the area. We are delighted to have
played a role in the process so far, and the
railway will now be one of the main ‘hubs’
of the World Heritage Site, giving people the

opportunity to understand more of the heritage
and culture of this wonderful area.”

Anthony Coulls, senior curator at the
National Railway Museum and a long-serving
Talyllyn volunteer, said: “The recognition of
the Talyllyn Railway’s role both as a pioneer
narrow gauge slate railway and as the world’s
first preserved railway is richly deserved.

“It now takes its place alongside the
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway in India
and the Semmering Railway in Austria as
railways recognised as having World Heritage
Status, something that will now also apply to
the Ffestiniog. This is therefore a day to be
celebrated by all in the international heritage
railway movement.”

Trustees of the adjacent Narrow Gauge
Railway Museum – winner of the Heritage
Railway Association’s Interpretation Award
2021, sponsored byHeritage Railwaymagazine
– also recognised the conferring of the World
Heritage Site status on the region.

Aquintessential slate country scene:DoubleFairlieMerddinEmrysheadsa rakeof restored traditional slatewagonson theFfestiniogRailway,which leads from
BlaenauFfestiniog–oncedubbed the ‘cityof slates’ becauseof itsmassivequarryingoperations– to theharbouratPorthmadog.CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

Right:Amodern-
day recreationof a
traditional gravity
working, inwhich
a rakeof loaded
slatewagons
rolledunassisted
bymotivepower
downtheFfestiniog
Railway ruling
gradient from
quarry toport,
the speedof their
descent controlled
onlybyabrakeman.
CHRIS PARRY/
FF&WHR
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The museum is based at Tywyn Wharf
station, which was equipped from the outset
with a purpose-built facility for transhipment
of slate from narrow to standard gauge wagons,
enabling the onward movement of Bryneglwys
Quarry slate both within Britain and around
the world.

The museum collection features two
locomotives that worked in slate quarries, slate
wagons and a unique ‘piggyback’ wagon from
the Padarn Railway, and the scary ‘car gwyllt’
portable man-rider used for a rapid getaway
down the quarry inclines at the end of the
working day.

A Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways
statement said its officials were “delighted to
hear the fantastic news.”

“Our railway has been part of the North
West Wales scene for almost 200 years,” it
read. “Ever changing and adapting the railway
represents heritage of local and national
importance, and has shared technology around
the globe.

“The railway was created to link the slate
mines of Blaenau Ffestiniog with the Port in
Porthmadog, which enabled slate from those
mines to be shipped all over the world. A slate
mine without an effective transport system is
not a viable proposition. The combination of
harbour, railway and mine drove the success of
the slate industry in Blaenau.

“These are hugely exciting times for everyone
involved in the UNESCO World Heritage
Site and we cannot wait to play our part in
welcoming visitors to North West Wales!”

Not only but also…
While the Talyllyn and Ffestinog railways
are listed as being part of the World
Heritage Site, other members of the Great
Little Trains of Wales have welcomed the
UNESCO designation.

In southern Meirionnydd, two principal veins
of slate were formed about 500 million years
ago. The Broad Vein in the north was 1000 feet
wide, while the southern Narrow Vein was 60ft

wide. The Narrow Vein slate is more consistent
in quality, and the railway significance of
the Narrow Vein was that it was mined at
Hendre-ddu, Aberllefenni, Corris, Bryneglwys
and Dolgoch. The Hendre-ddu mines were
served by a tramway and the other quartet of
locations was connected to the wider world by
a pair of 2ft 3in gauge railways, the Corris and
the Talyllyn.

The Corris began in 1859 as the Corris,
Machynlleth and River Dovey Tramway. It
was horse-worked, with slates being loaded
to shipping at wharves on the river Dovey at
Derwenlas. The section beyond Machynlleth
fell out of use after the standard gauge line
from Newtown – later part of the Cambrian
Railways and subsequently the GWR and BR –
arrived to offer an improved link for the slate
to travel for use in roofing and industry. The
Corris also served quarries on the eastern side
of the Dulas Valley connected by tramways,
the one at Llyngwern now being the site of the
Centre For Alternative Technology.

While the Talyllyn opened as a steam-worked
line in 1865, it was 1878 when a whistle was
first heard in the Dulas Valley after a trio of
Loughborough-built 0-4-0STs were delivered.
Later modified to 0-4-2STs, in the 1920s they
were cannibalised to produce one working
engine, which became No. 3 and is now Sir
Haydn on the Talyllyn.

Steam engines on the Corris worked as far as
Aberllefenni, with rails extending further in
the form of the Ratgoed Tramway. The Upper
Corris Tramway, which diverged at Maespoeth
Junction, south of Corris, was also horse-
worked.

Passengers had travelled unofficially on the
Corris since its earliest days, but services did
not commence officially until 1883. The quarry
owners were fearful that the passenger trains
would interfere with the movement of their
traffic.

One of the unusual features of the Corris
was the carrying of slab slate on four-wheeled
trestle waggons; the remains of one now resides
in the museum at Corris station. This museum
was the first part of the revival of the Corris,
which began in 1966.

The Corris revivalists built a new trestle
waggon in the early 21st century but it fell
victim to damp and a fungal growth which
attacked its wood. However, the volunteer
team which maintain and build wagons in the
carriage shed plans to build a new one.

A family attraction, King Arthur’s Labyrinth,
is based in part of the old Dulas Valley slate
workings, and the Corris Craft Centre is sited
in another former slate mining area. There is
also still a chance to drink in the Slaters Arms
in Corris, which until 1948 had its beer rolled
across the road while the train stood on a level
crossing opposite.

On both the Corris and the Talyllyn, trains
pass between fences built from pieces of slate
wired together. North of Corris, this distinctive
fencing still marks the route of the old line on
its way to Aberllefenni.

Meanwhile, at the Bala Lake Railway,
chairman Julian Birley said: “The World
Heritage Site status for North Wales is fantastic
for all the railways that have an association
with the slate industry.

“Being built on the old GWR line from
Barmouth to Ruabon, the BLR may not
have the historical integrity of the Talyllyn,
Ffestiniog and Corris but we do have an
extensive collection of locomotives and rolling

QuarryHunsletNo. 873of1905Una,whichworkedat thePenYrOrseddQuarry inDyffrynNantlle, is nowa
static exhibit at theNational SlateMuseumatLlanberis, the19th-centuryworkshopsof the long-disused
DinorwicQuarry,within thePadarnCountryPark, Llanberis. The successof theWorldHeritageSitebid
waspublicly announcedon July28at the free-to-entermuseum,ananchorpointof theEuropeanRouteof
IndustrialHeritageandpartof theNationalMuseumWales.BEN BUCKI

QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 849of1904ThomasBachheadsapassenger serviceon the2ftgaugeLlanberis
LakeRailwayonAugust5. Theheritage line,which runs to theNational SlateMuseumatLlanberis andopened
inMay1971,was laidalongpartof the courseof the seven-mile4ft-gaugePadarnRailwaywhich carried slate
fromDinorwicQuarry toPortDinorwic. BEN BUCKI
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stock associated with several of the slate
quarries of the region.

“Not being allied to any one particular
quarry, we are able to accurately demonstrate
trains that would have been seen at places such
as Dinorwic, Penrhyn and Pen y Orsedd. Our
award-winning heritage centre has displays
from a further number of quarries, along with
physical artefacts used in the quarrying of the
finest slate in the world.”

An economic impact assessment, submitted
by engineering, environmental and planning
consultants Caulmert as part of a pre-planning
application public consultation exercise which
ended on August 23, suggested that the three-
quarters-of-a-mile extension into Bala town
centre will increase passenger numbers from
29,000 to 60,000 per year.

The development is forecast to attract an
increase of 29,000 visitors to the area annually,
injecting £420,000 into the local economy, and
create 40 new jobs.

The Snowdon Mountain Railway was
likewise not built for carrying slate, but
offers the most spectacular views of slate
country regardless.

Its marketing manager, Carrie Druce, said:
“The new UNESCO World Heritage Site
status is fantastic news for North Wales and a
celebration of the area’s quarrying history and
communities.

“We are sure it will entice even more visitors
to come and explore the beautiful landscape
North Wales has to offer.”

The other World Heritage Sites in Wales are
Beaumaris, Conwy, Caernarfon and Harlech
castles, and the attendant fortified towns at
Conwy and Caernarfon; and Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct and the Blaenavon industrial
landscape (for more on the latter, see pages
84-89).
� In the latest round of 33 new UNESCO

designations, another railway has become a
World Heritage Site in its own right.

The 865-mile Trans-Iranian Railway, which
opened in 1938 after taking 11 years to build,

links the Persian Gulf with the Caspian Sea;
224 tunnels, 174 viaducts and 186 smaller
bridges carry the railway across deep ravines
and river valleys as it climbs to two 7000ft
summits.

Not widely known outside Iran, it
is considered to be one of the greatest

engineering feats of the 20th century.
Constructed by an Italian contractor, the

line was the first part of an ambitious network
planned by the-then leader of the country
Reza Shah-Pahlevi as he strove to modernise
Iran’s communications and economy in the
1930s.

The steam-hauledSnowdonLily service inactionon theonly rack-and-pinion railway inBritain. SMR.

WORLD’S FIRSTGARRATTTORETURNTOWELSHHIGHLANDLINE

PIONEER Garratt 0-4-0+0-4-0 K1, currently on a 10-year
loan to the Statfold Barn Railway at Tamworth, will
return briefly to the Welsh Highland Railway for the
weekend of September 17-19.
There will be opportunities to travel on K1-hauled

trains, but places are limited and are booked
by compartment.
Dinas Yard will be opened to members on the Sunday

morning so that K1 can be seen in steam there. Visitors
will be able to get up close, and there may even be the

opportunity for a footplate ride. There will also be Garratt
-hauled freight trains on both Saturday and Sunday.
K1, the world’s first Garratt locomotive, was built by

Beyer Peacock in Manchester in 1909 for the North East
Dundas Tramway in Tasmania.
After withdrawal, it was purchased by Beyer Peacock

for its museum collection and later went to the
Ffestiniog Railway.
It was rebuilt there between 1995 and 2006 for the

revived sister Welsh Highland Railway.

BeyerGarrattK1 inactionon June12during theStatfoldBarnRailway’sQuarryHunslet 150open
weekend.CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR
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Castle holds the fort for GWR as
Southern locomotives advance
CASTLEclassNo.5076repelledthe
advancingSouthernRailwayarmyto
comfortablyheadGWRailwayana’s
auctiononJuly24,whenoneof its
Gladiatornameplateswentunder
SimonTurner’shammer for£18,200.The
1938-built4-6-0wasoriginallynamed
DrysllwynCastle, butwasrenamedin
January1941and its firstnamegivento
classmateNo.7018.
AtrioofSouthernRailwaynameplates

in thechasingpackcomprisedRobert
Blake fromNo.30855(£11,100),Portland
Bill fromNo.32038(£9900), andTaw
Valley fromWestCountryPacific
No.34027 (£9500), followingwhichthe
LMSjoined intheactionwithCornwallis
fromJubileeNo.45666(£7200).
Bringinguptherear in themain line

categorywereBlackwellGrange from
No.6806 (£6800),oneofwhosecabside
numberplatessold immediatelyafter for
£3500,LambtonCastle (LNERClassB17
No.61623–£3600),andHartHall from

MORE than300 lots froma
single collectionof London
Undergroundstation signs,
coupledwith tram,busand
trolleybusmemorabilia and
other ephemera,will be
goingunder thehammer
at a timedauctionbeing
heldbyCatherineSouthon
Auctioneers, ofChislehurst,
fromSeptember10-24.
Theauctionhouse’s Simon

Spier said the collector’s
main interestwasenamel
signswitha leaning towards
northLondon, althoughBR’s
LondonMidlandRegionwas
also represented. London
Undergroundenamels

include roundelplatform
signs fromOxfordCircus,
BondStreet,TottenhamCourt
RoadandHighgate, anda
‘Wayoutand toPiccadilly Line’
direction sign, believed tobe
ex-Holborn station.
There is also aNorthern

Linedirection sign fromEast
Finchley station showing the
proposedNorthernHeights
extension fromEdgware
toBusheyHeath thatwas
proposed in1935but
neverbuilt.
“The collection,whichalso

includesposters,mapsand
paintings,was the result of
a lifetime’s collecting,”said

Simon.“Theownerwasa
trueLondonerwhohada
particular eye forhistoric
Undergroundmemorabilia
butwhoalso covered the
historyof thenational rail
network.”

Major single-owner collection
is togounder thehammer

GWRNo.7907,whichwent for£3150,
followedby itscabsideat£1300.
Dieselswere right in thenameplate

mix, includingWesternMonarchand
cabside fromClass52diesel-hydraulic
D1049(£11,000)and Ivernia fromClass
40D221/40021 (£10,600), andanother
diesel successwasabadgefromClass
55DelticD9004/55004Queen’sOwn
Highlander thatsold for£8100.
Upthere toowasthe leadingstation

totemsign,BR(W)St Ives (£10,500), some
wayaheadof thiscategory’s runner-up,
BR(W)BathSpa(£6300)andthird-placed
BR(S)Crowborough&JarvisBrook
(£4300).
ThetopLondonUndergroundroundel

wasPaddington(£4000), andfromthe

LMScameaPeakForesthawkeyethat
went for£2000.
An1873BlackHawthorn&Coof

Gatesheadworksplate froma4-4-0Tbuilt
for the3ft6ingaugePrinceEdward Island
Railway inCanadarealised£5600, top
dieselplatewasa1965BeyerPeacock
GortonfromClass25D7624/25274
(£3800),andheadingtheelectricsat
£1600wasaGorton1951example from
Class76No.26011/76011.
InadditiontotheGWRcabsides from

Nos.6806and7907, therewas5002and
5004fromLudlowCastleandLlanstephan
Castle respectively,eachat£4000,
and5045fromBridgwaterCastle (later
renamedEarlofDudley) at£3000,while
E3033froma1960-builtClass83electric

also fetched£3000.Topof the
smokeboxnumberplateselection
was35013fromSRMerchantNavy
PacificBlueFunnel (£4300).
Signalling flexed itsmuscles

whenaWrexhamMold&
Connah’sQuayRailwayWise’spatent
staff–engraved‘C.QuaytoN.Hall’
andcompletewithbothkeysand
all six integral lockedmetal tickets–
sold for£6300.Datingfrom1880, it
wasmountedonadisplaystandfor
presentationtoEGBrentnall, chief signal
&telecommunicationsengineer for
BR’sLondonMidlandRegion,onhis
retirement inMay1968.
Enamelsignsenjoyedthemselves

thanks toaBR(NE)‘Loungeand
refreshments’doorplategoingtoanew

homefor£4300,aBR(M)‘Waitingand
TeaRoom’plate for£3800,andaBR(M)
RugbyCentralStationdirectionsignfor
£2600.Handlampspeakedat£3800for
aCambrianRailways’ex-WestonWharf
permanentwayexample,andthechime
whistle fromLNERA4PacificNo.60025
Falconachieved£3700.
OnJuly23, thedaybefore the525-lot

mainauction,Simonheldasaleof335
lotscomprisingposters,paintings,
shedplates, carriageprintsandclocks,
thestarofwhichwasaNeath&Brecon
Railway12indial trunkclock fromcirca
1870thatwent for£3200.
ApaintingbyDonBreckon(1935-2013)

depictingLMSPrincessCoronation
streamlinedPacificNo.6223Princess
AliceclimbingShapwiththeDown
‘CoronationScot’sold for£2600,anda
‘Kent–thegardenofEngland’poster
issuedbytheSouthernRegion in1955for
£2400. Itwas theworkofFrankSherwin
(1896-1986),whoalsopaintedposters for
theGWR,LMSandLNER.
Bothauctionswere liveonlineand

also includedemail, telephoneand
commissionbids,andthepricesquoted
excludebuyer’spremiumof15%(+
VAT).Of thetwodays’events,Simonsaid:
“Atotalof860 lotswasanenormous
undertaking,but Iwashappywiththe
way itwent,and indeedhappywiththe
waythingsaregoingatpresent.
“Probablywhatsurprisedmemost

about therealisationswashowwell the
steamnameplatessold.”

Hall andN-gaugeare
categorywinnerswhile
clockmakes itsmark
NAMEPLATEAshfordHall andmatching cabside
numberplate fromGWRNo. 5966 topped the charts
in a railwayana andmodel trains auction held by
Spicers ofOldGoole, EastYorkshire, onAugust 6,
selling for £4100 and£950 respectively.The 4-6-0
was built at Swindon inMarch 1937 andwithdrawn
fromOxford (81F) in September 1962.
ACaledonianRailway14indial clockwent for£400

andaBR(NE)SouthMilfordrunning-inboardfor£320.
The stationwas openedby the Leeds& Selby

Railway – the firstmain line railway inYorkshire – in
1834, and is still open today, 187 years later.
The highestmodels’realisationwas £780 for

a collection of 12N-gauge steamanddiesel
locomotives, 13 coaches and 60wagons.The auction
was live onlinewith telephone and commissionbids,
andprices excludebuyer’s premiumof 20% (incVAT).
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RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■September4
GreatCentral Railwayana
(Liveonline, email, telephone
andcommission)
■September10-24
CatherineSouthonAuctioneers
(Timedauction)
■September18
ThirskRailwayana
(Liveonsite)
■September24
Vectis (model trains)
(Liveonline, email, telephone
andpostal)
■September25-October3
RailwayanaSales
(Internetandtelephone)
■September25-October12
GreatNorthernRailwayana
(Online)
■September29-October13
TalismanRailwayana
(Telephone,emailandpostal)

A SOUTHERNRailway station target
signandaBRWesternRegionposter led
themain line selection inaTransport
Auctionsof Londonsaleon July31.
The target, fromCrawley, sold for

£900, and theposter, issued in1958 to
promotePlymouth, for £850, followed
by twootherBR(W)posters from1956
advertisingAberystwyth (£800) and the
Islesof Scilly (£550).
Locomotive items includedat£650

the smokeboxnumberplate from
StandardClass 2MTNo. 84027, a2-6-2T
built atDarlington inMay1957 that

Photo finish for
Paperchase

was in service for amere sevenyears
beforebeingwithdrawn fromthe
Nottinghamshire shedofAnnesley (16B)
inMay1964, andbehindat£450was
a1919NorthBritishLocoworksplate
(worksNo. 22088) fromex-ROD2-8-0
GWRNo. 3024.
An1891GWRclosets cast iron sign

referring towasteandshavings fetched
£500, anda secondSouthernRailway
station target sign fromHorstedKeynes
sold for £450.The top totemwasBR(E)
UpminsterBridge (£320), and train
andother transportphotographsand

postcards fromthesubstantial collection
of the lateAlan Jacksonwentunder the
hammer in13 lots forbetween£1100
and£380.
Among theLondonUnderground

selectionwasa1954postermap that
realised£900, andadouble-sided
Aldgate/Liverpool Stdestination
platebelieved tohavebeenused
on the frontof theMetropolitan
RailwayBo-Boelectric locomotives
thatwerewithdrawn in1962 (£400),
while a LondonElectric Railways’
pocketmapdating from1909 fetched

£650.However, post-sale, an
UndergroundLeicester Square
platformroundel topped them
all by selling for£2200.
Theauctionwas run liveonline,

withbids alsobeingmadeby
email, telephoneor commission,
and thepricesexcludebuyer’s
premiumof15%(+VAT).
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WHILE thestarofGreatNorthern
Railwayana’sonlineauctionthat runs
fromSeptember25toOctober12will
surelybenameplatePrincessAlexandra,
withworksandtenderplates from
LMSPrincessCoronationNo.46224,as
featured inHeritageRailway issue282,
other locomotive items lowerdown
thefinancialpeckingorderareset togo
under thehammer.
These includecabsidenumberplates

fromGWR0-6-0PTNos.1618and1625,
eachofwhichwasbuiltbyBRatSwindon
underorderNo.381, the former in
December1949andthe latter inAugust
1950.
Despite itbeingtheolder locomotive,

No.1618outlived itsclassmatebytwo
years,beingwithdrawnfromWrexham’s
CroesNewyddshed(89B) inMay1962,
whileNo.1625ended itsdaysatHereford
(85C) inJune1960.
Amongthesmokeboxnumberplates

are30864fromSRLordNelson4-6-0
SirMartinFrobisher, and52207froma
Lancashire&YorkshireRailway27Class
0-6-0 thatwasbuiltatHorwich inJuly

Lancashire & Yorkshire veteran in the
mix as LMS get set to take centre stage

�AHORNBYDubloGWR0-6-2Twent
under thehammer for£1300at aVectis
railwayanaandmodel trains saleon July
23.Themodelwas inGWRgreen livery
butwasnumbered6231,whichwas
the identityof LMSPrincessCoronation
PacificDuchessofAtholl.Theauction
catalogue speculated that thiswasa
factoryerror.
Behindat£750wasanSMTofSouth

KoreaHO-gaugePennsylvaniaRailroad
4-4-6-4No. 6175, followedbyaHornby
O-gaugeLMSPrincessRoyal Pacific
No. 6201PrincessElizabeth (£680).
Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof25%
(incVAT).

1893andwithdrawnfromtheOldham
shedofLees (26E) inApril1961aftera
lifeofnearly68yearswiththeL&Y,LMS
andBR.
There isalsoaselectionofGWR,LMS,

andBRWesternRegionandStandard
tenderplates that ismostly fromasingle

collection, includingtwoBR(W)
Swindon5000-gallonplates
whichrecordsshowwere
carriedbyWDAusterity2-8-0
Nos.90312and90715.The
twolocomotiveswerebuilt
respectivelybyNorthBritish
inMarch1944andVulcan
Foundryayear later,but

withtheplates identifying
thetendersasbeingbuiltbythe

post-1948BRWesternRegion, the
tenders initiallypairedwiththeseengines

whentheyenteredtraffic isunclear.
Anothercollectioncomprisesguards’

watches fromtheSouthEastern&
ChathamRailway,allof theBigFour,and
BR’sWestern,Eastern,LondonMidland
andScottish regions.
Amongtheartwork isapaintingofa

GWRbroad-gauge locomotivepassing
underabridgedatingbackmorethan
100years.
Itwas theworkofHerbertWilliam

Garratt,whowasapart-timeartistbut is
morereadilyknownasthe inventorof the
Garrattarticulated locomotivesystem.
Born in1864,Garratt servedan

apprenticeshipat theNorthLondon
Railway’sworks inBowbeforemaking
his indeliblemarkontheworldof
locomotiveengineering.
Hediedaway in1913at theageof49.

Crawley is on target ahead of BR
holiday posters in London auction

BLACK�AND�WHITE negatives of
European steam in the 1960s and
early 1970s had collectors reaching for
their chequebooks in the Paperchase
quarterly email, telephone and
postal auction of transport literature,
paperwork andphotographs that ran
from July 14-August 3.
A collection of 100 negatives sold

in a single lot for £530 and three
further lots, comprising a total of 320
negatives, includingAustrian and
Portuguese locomotives,went for £360
per lot.
A 200-page London&NorthWestern

Railwaybookof diagramsof private
sidings in the Lancashire district south
of Prestondated June 1918 fetched
£410, and three lots that each realised
£360were a bound volumeof summer
1905 Bradshaw’s guides, an undated
GWRplan of Swansea storage siding
accommodation, and 71 LNERplatform
tickets. Prices excludebuyer’s premium
of 12½%.
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Wagonplate from private railway
with GWR link is GCRA latecomer

BRISTOLRailwayanawillbeopening
itsdoors tocollectorsonOctober3 for
the first time intwoyears followingthe
easingof lockdownrestrictions,with the
auctionhouse’s JonBaulchadmitting
thathehadafeelingof“excitement”
at theprospectofa livesaleroomsale.
Acollectionofseven labels thatwere

attachedtoBR locomotivesontheir final
journeys toscrapyards in theearly tomid-
1960swill feature in theauction.
The labels, somedated, identified

the scrapyards towhich the locos
wereheaded, and thesecomprised
Cashmore’s andButtergie, both in
Newport, southWales,TWWardof

BritonFerry, also southWales, and
BescotMPD inWalsall.The locomotives
towhich theywereattachedwereGWR
0-6-0PTNos. 1664and4638, 2-6-2T
No. 6143and0-6-2TNo. 6685, LMSpair
Class 4F0-6-0No. 44269andClass 8F
2-8-0No. 48726, andStandard4MT
No. 76032.

Alsoamongthe lots isapreviously-
unknownGWRenamel lapelbadge
madebyThomasFattorini, a194-year-old
family-ownedBirminghamdesigner
andmanufacturerofbespoke jewellery,
medalsand insignia.Theauction isbeing
heldatAbbeywoodCommunitySchool,
StokeGifford,andstartsat11am.

More than a scrap of interest when Bristol reopens its doors

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY

AWAGONPLATE fromaVictorian-era
privatenarrowgauge railway thathad
itsownsidingsbesideaGWRmain line is
among the lateentries inGreatCentral’s
seventh200-lotmonthly auctionon
September4.Theplate is fromthe
EatonRailway, a15ingauge4½-mile
line thatuntil closure in1946 linked
theGrosvenorestatenear Eccleston
inCheshire to theGWRShrewsbury-
Chester routeatBalderton.
The railwaywasopened in1896 for

conveying fuel andother supplies to
EatonHall, theancestral homeof the
DukesofWestminster, and to its 11,000-
acreestate, andwasoperatedby three
0-4-0 and0-6-0 tankengines. It alsohad

anumberofwagons, some
ofwhichwerebuilt by
the railway itself.
Theplateentered
in theauction is
dated1896and
numbered58.
Amonga

selectionof cast
iron signs is aDundalk
Newry&GreenoreRailway
of Ireland trespass sign that is dated
1945but follows thepatternof LNWR
signs, as this companyowned the
railway from itsopening in1873until
Grouping in1923,when itbecamepart
of theLMS. It closed in1951.

For east London
enthusiasts there is a

lamptablet from
StratfordMarket,
whichwas
openedby the
EasternCounties
Railway in1847

andclosedbyBR
in1957.The station

wason thePalaceGates to
NorthWoolwich route, a line thatwill
be recalledby trainspotterswhoused
todashdown fromtheStratfordmain
line stationabove to theLowLevel
stationwhenever a trainwasheard in
thedistance.

Twosingle-line staffsgoingunder the
hammercover theentire 8½milesof
theGWRbranch that ran fromGwinear
Road toHelston inCornwall, the first
being for theGwinearRoadWest to
NancegollanCrossing sectionand the
second fromthere toHelston.The line
opened in1887andwasclosed to
passengers in1962and to freight two
years later.
As reported in lastmonth’s column,

theheadline itemsof the liveonline,
email, telephoneandcommission
auction,which starts at 10am,are
nameplatesPrincessAugusta fromGWR
No. 4058andCityofLiverpool fromGCR
No. 428/LNERNo. 1493.
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SRPS ANNIVERSARY

This year marks the Diamond Jubilee of the ground-breaking group which not only
operates the Bo’ness & Kinniel Railway but has also developed the landmark Museum of
Scottish Railways at its terminus. Hugh Dougherty traces the history of the SRPS and its
multiple achievements – from its beginnings in Falkirk and its search for a bigger home
before its permanent move to Bo’ness.

BIG MUSEUM FOR

THE BIG COUNTRY!
60 YEARS OF THE SCOTTISH RAILWAY PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Ican remember, as a 15-year-old, looking
up at a railway bridge over the main road
at Murrayfield station in Edinburgh in

1965, as we drove along in the family car, and
spotting a notice pointing up to a railway
museum there.

This was news, and quite intriguing to me,
for what I was actually looking at was the first
public manifestation of the then-fledgling
Scottish Railway Preservation Society.

Founded 60 years ago in 1961 by a group
of visionary and courageous enthusiasts, the
society recognised, even in those pre-Beeching
days, that much of Scottish railway history
was destined to disappear without trace unless
urgent and decisive action was taken.

The Murrayfield museum housed small relics
only but, under the chairmanship of John
Hunter, who held office from 1961 to 1966, the
society, realising that pre-grouping locomotives
were still in everyday use on Scottish railways,
pushed ahead with plans to buy Caledonian
Railway 0-4-4T No. 419 – still very much with
the society today as its original and mascot
steam locomotive, and also to buy a former
North British Railway 0-6-2T. No. 419 was
successfully purchased, but the 0-6-2T, which

was in poor condition, was replaced by NBR
0-6-0 No. 673Maude, which became equally
well-known as a flag carrier for the SRPS.

Other major acquisitions early on included
the Great North of Scotland Railway royal
saloon, and it became clear that a permanent
home was needed for these and a growing
rolling stock collection.

That home was found in 1964, just three
years after the society was founded, now with
about 100 members. Many were students, some
still schoolboys, and none too well-off, but they
took the bold step of renting a run-down BR
transit shed, whose roof had been damaged
by fire but, crucially, was rail-connected to
Springfield goods yard in Falkirk.

Although rather basic, this allowed engine
and rolling stock restoration to start. When
Maude arrived there in 1967, there was a home
for the locomotive, although rapid acquisition
of main line and industrial items meant that
the shed quickly became overcrowded.

The search began for a new base, especially
as from the outset, the society aimed not just to
preserve, but to operate a railway, too. Scottish
railway author Jack Kernahan, who is currently
celebrating 50 years of SRPS membership, said:

“Our Falkirk shed was known to us all – with
plenty of humour, affection, and some realism
– as The Midden, and when I joined in 1971,
it was clear we needed to look elsewhere in the
longer term, although Falkirk played a vital
role in those early years, both as a stock storage
and restoration home, but also as a centre to
public open days.

“Crucially, I was there in September 1971
to see No. 419, steamed for the first time
under our ownership, and to photograph the
historic occasion. Society history was made at

Earlydaysof theSRPSwith1928-built Barclay0-4-0STClydesmillNo.3 in steamatFalkirk in1971.Gifted to the
society, the locomotivebeat theBRsteambanbybeingdriven fromClydesmill PowerStation toFalkirkunder
its ownpower,witha sympatheticBR turningablindeye! JACK KERNAHAN



The locomotive that started it all: TheScottishRailway
PreservationSociety's CaledonianRailway0-4-4TNo. 419headsa

passenger serviceatBo’nessonAugust10.
MAGNUSHAGDORN/CREATIVE COMMONS

Left: Falkirk in1973,
withmembers in front
ofWemyssPrivate
RailwayBarclay0-6-0T
No. 20 (No. 2068of
1939). SRPS

Murrayfield stationbuilding, housing themuseum,with somemembersoutside.
SRPS

Right: SRPShistory
ismadeas0-4-4T
No. 419, fresh from
repainting, is shownoff
to thepublic in steamat
Falkirk in1971. In those
more relaxed timesof
healthand safety, BR
allowed the society
tounofficiallyuse the
goodsyard tracksat
Falkirk. JACK KERNAHAN

Back in time:Bo’ness in1980. SRPS
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Falkirk, and The Midden is very much part of
that history.”

This might all seem like the early days
of any preservation group of the period,
and anywhere in the UK, but the courage
required by this small band should not be
underestimated as they sought to break very
new ground in Scotland. For, compared to
England, there were and always have been, and
still are, far fewer Scottish railway enthusiasts
and active volunteers, simply because of
Scotland’s smaller population, and in many
ways the awareness and celebration of railway
and industrial heritage developed later north of
the border.

That’s why the exceptional far-sightedness
of the SRPS pioneers must be recognised.
Between 1966 and 1975, under the energetic
leadership of John Hume, Scotland’s
leading industrial heritage academic and
later inspector of Public Monuments for
Historic Scotland, the society increased its
collection and, crucially, began the search for
a permanent home and line on which to run
trains as a true heritage railway.

Searching for a bigger home
I well remember in 1966 taking an illegal look
round the then-extant and recently-closed
Doune station on the Dunblane-Callander
line. The station was still complete, with
all track, signalling and even the last train
register book on a desk in the signal cabin,
and there was a notice on the station building
declaring: “Reserved for the Scottish Railway
Preservation Society.” I was fascinated.

The society was, in fact, considering the line
from Dunblane, where there was a main line
connection, through Doune, to Callander,
the latter being even then a tourist honeypot
as gateway to the Trossachs. But the plan fell
through and sights were set on the Alloa-
Dollar line instead, a scheme which also proved
stillborn as the society was a small, voluntary
organisation with no immediate source of
capital funding.

Original member Andrew Boyd, who,
as a solicitor, guided the SRPS through its
earliest years, and who was chairman during
the crucial stage of the move to Bo’ness and
establishment of the railway there, said: “Yes,
in many ways I do regret that we weren’t able
to take on the Dunblane-Callander line, but
at that stage in our evolution, we had to be
realistic and recognise that we were a relatively
small organisation, with about 100 members,
most of whom were young, and there was
simply no chance of taking on such a large
project. Going to Bo’ness was and has proved to
be the right decision.”

On September 17, 1966, meanwhile, a
milestone was passed at Falkirk when the
society held its first open day. No. 419, which
had been purchased from BR for £750 in 1964
thanks to the generosity of Worcestershire
farmer and supporter WEC Watkinson, was
presented to the public by being drawn out of
the shed by a BR diesel shunter. SRPS wheels
had turned as a symbol of determination to
keep them turning in the future.

In 1968, the almost inevitable split that has
traditionally haunted railway preservation
groups throughout the country at key times
in their evolution and development came
to the SRPS’s door. Highlands and Island
Development made an offer to financially
support the society in taking over the closed
line between Aviemore, then a town with big
tourism ambitions, and Boat of Garten. Some

Taking shape:By1984, all thebonesof today’sBo’ness stationwere thereorunder construction. SRPS

On loan fromGlasgowTransportMuseum,Great
Northof ScotlandRailwayClass F4-4-0No. 49
GordonHighlander inside themuseumatBo’ness.
ROBIN JONES

The signalmanwaitswithhis train tokenasNorth
BritishRailway J360-6-0No. 673Maudebackson to
its trainatBo’ness in1998.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Birkhillwas lookingevery inch theauthenticbranch line stationby June1998, as0-6-0Maudeprepares to
return toBo’ness.HUGHDOUGHERTY

FlagshipCaledonianRailway0-4-4TNo. 419 rests
betweenduties atBo’ness inApril 2007.
HUGHDOUGHERTY
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members broke away to form what became the
Strathspey Railway Association, while others
kept faith with the SRPS and continued the
preservation of rolling stock and artefacts at
Falkirk, as well as searching out a home for a
museum and an operating base for a working
branch line.

Life member Dr Ann Glen MBE recalls the
Strathspey split as a very difficult time for all
concerned. “There was great bitterness,” she
said. “I kept faith with looking for a base in
the lowlands, and worked hard in the longer
term to help heal what was then a potentially
very damaging rift for the railway heritage
movement in Scotland. Now, relations and
co-operation between us and the Strathspey
are excellent, and we co-operate in many
different ways.”

Meanwhile, the society took part in the
Stockton & Darlington Railway 150th
anniversary celebrations in 1975 by sending
No. 419 and LNER D49 4-4-0 No. 246
Morayshire, loaned to the society by the Royal
Scottish Museum as a symbol of the museum’s
trust in the professionalism of the SRPS, to
Darlington. This move gained useful publicity
for the society and its work, and reflected
how far it had moved in just 14 years since its
first meeting.

Enter Bo’ness
A serious attempt was made to take over the
Alloa-Dollar line, but being unable to raise
the necessary capital, it was decided, under
Andrew Boyd as chairman, who took office
in 1976, to abandon the search for an existing
branch line and to concentrate instead on
building a station and line from scratch on
vacant land at Bo’ness. From there a trackbed
– at that time still in use for traffic from
Kinneil Colliery – led to a connection with

the Glasgow-Edinburgh main line at Manuel.
Many months and years of negotiations

with a very sympathetic BR Scottish Region
and local and national bodies ensued, before
permission was gained to start to turn the
site of the former timber yard at Bo’ness
into a station, with the foundations being
laid in 1979. Historic Wormit station was
dismantled, taken to Bo’ness and rebuilt there
as the line’s terminus station and offices,
adding an immediate air of authenticity.

The relocation to Bo’ness was a very bold
step for the volunteers, but with support
from the Scottish Tourist Board and the
Manpower Services Commission, and with
landscaping carried out by the Scottish
Development Agency and Falkirk District
Council, enough work was done to run the
first trains in 1981, in push-pull mode along
the first few hundred yards of track as far as
Bo’ness Library.

It was the society’s policy of seeking positive
relationships with public bodies that paid off,
but, as Andrew Boyd recalled, the society had
to show it could match-fund the cash on offer,
and that seemed to be a challenge until a
helpful accountant from the Scottish Tourist
Board asked Andrew how the society raised
money; he had turned the society down for
a grant as it could not demonstrate regular
earning capacity at that point.

“I replied that we had run a couple of
railtours,” said Andrew. “The first one had
been in 1970, and in 1972, for example, we
had run a tour to Kyle of Lochalsh for £3.50
return, and we were starting to make money
out of the tours.

“That’s when the accountant told us to get
busy and expand the tours business, and that
was what brought in the £30,000 we needed to
match the STB funding for Bo’ness. The tours

business, which celebrated its golden jubilee
in 2020, has never looked back, and is a vital
and vibrant part of our operations today.”

If you ask Ann Glen what the society’s
single greatest achievement has been over the
last 60 years, she replies, without hesitation,
that it is the fact that the SRPS took a derelict
site at Bo’ness and succeeded in turning
it into a convincing station, with all the
facilities you would expect – so much so
that visitors are convinced that it is totally
authentic and has been there for more than
a century.

That transformation was achieved over
several decades, with the engine shed, train
shed saved from Edinburgh Haymarket
station, goods shed, signal box and signalling
all appearing over time, adding to the air
of establishment that is a hallmark of the
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway.

Meanwhile, volunteers were hard at work
extending the line, first to Kinneil on to
Birkhill and finally to Manuel, while the
connection to the Edinburgh-Glasgow main
line was rebuilt in 1989 and has proved
invaluable to allow the SRPS main line coach
rake to access the national system.

Bo’ness shed has hosted celebrity
locomotives, and the line has been used
for national network staff training and
equipment trials, the latest venture being
the conversion of a former BR Class 314
to hydrogen power, in time to be shown
at the COP26 climate summit in Glasgow
in November.

Neither was the society slow in tapping
into the education market, and I can well
remember being dispatched in 1983 to Bo’ness
by the Times Education Supplement Scotland
to cover the country’s first schools week on a
heritage railway, and there to meet volunteer

NeilsonReid0-6-0T LordRobertsandNorthBritishRailway0-6-0No. 673Maudedouble-head the ‘Polar Express’ inDecember1998.HUGHDOUGHERTY
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David Bytheway, a sub-editor on the Daily
Record, who created the pioneering and highly
successful event. That first schools week led,
nearly 40 years ago now and long before it was
fashionable in the heritage railway movement,
to the society breaking new ground by working
with the then Central Regional Council
education department on a railway heritage
curriculum pack. The schools event became an
established part of the society’s work.

Another assignment I always looked forward
to was visiting one of the annual Santa special
events, a few years later, to cover it for The
Herald, and gaining the society a great deal
of useful publicity as a result. The sheer
professionalism of the way the events – a great
novelty for the Scottish public and media alike
– were run was impressive.

Drivers and firemen, guards, and, vitally,
volunteers acting as elves toured the train
with the Big Man, ensuring that children had
an unforgettable experience. The events also
boosted the railway’s coffers to keep it going
during the winter, and led on to its legendary
New Year’s Day Black Bun specials also
polishing the rails, bringing in the cash during
the off-season.

A national railway museum for
Scotland
From the outset, the SRPS stated its aim was
to preserve and display artefacts from the
history of Scottish railways, as well as running
a heritage railway. That is why, in 1995, the
Museum of Scottish Railways was opened at
Bo’ness and was extended in 2002 to allow even
more exhibits to go on display.

Now curated by director Dr Becky Peacock,

already well-known for her heritage railway
work in her earlier post on the Mid-Hants
Railway, the museum is a must-see for all
visitors to the railway.

Its collection ranges from the Royal Saloon
saved by the fledgling society, through
wagons dating from 1862 to 1963, Great North
of Scotland Railway 4-4-0 No. 49 Gordon
Highlander, on loan from Glasgow’s Riverside
Museum, to a Glasgow Subway motor coach.

Not forgetting tickets, station signs, wagons,
road vehicles, and pictures of Scottish railway
employees and their working life stories, this
museum shows just how much the society has
succeeded in achieving the aims of its founders.

Thanks to being registered, the museum was
able to access grants from Museum Galleries
Scotland during the Covid-19 crisis. However,
as Andrew Boyd explained, being a registered
museum needs constant hard work to maintain
that status.

“We need to have an approved collection
development policy, which includes not just
acquiring new artefacts and items of rolling
stock – we recently accessioned a Caledonian
Sleeper Mk.3 coach – but also disposing of
items we don’t need,” he said.

“As our railway essentially runs collection
items in service, we have to be alive to the
challenges of running a railway with 19th
and 20th century origins and items of motive
power and rolling stock under 21st century
regulations and conditions.”

He also paid great tribute to one volunteer,
the late John Birnie, who took early retirement
from his profession as an electrical engineer,
retrained as a museum professional, and put
his heart and soul into developing the museum.

When John died, the society had to replace him
with a salaried museum professional, such was
the scale and impact of his work at Bo’ness.

Currently, under acting chairman Iain
Anderson, the SRPS, like all heritage railway
organisations, is working hard to recover from
the effects of the pandemic.

“Essentially, we had no revenue for over a
year,” said Iain. “Then, as if that wasn’t bad
enough, overnight on August 11/12 last year,
torrential rain caused a landslip, delaying
our planned reopening in the September, and
we were presented with a £100,000 bill for
repairing the damage to the line.”

Members and supporters rallied round,
however, with an incredible £70,000 coming
in during the first week after an appeal was
launched. With a total of £126,000 raised,
contractors were appointed to complete the
necessary work, handing back the line in
December 2020 so that eventual reopening to
passenger trains could take place for the 2021
season, after Covid-compliant procedures and
staff training were carried out.

Like all heritage railways, the SRPS faces
many challenges, not least the advancing age
of many of its volunteers, procuring coal, and
the eternal battle, as Iain Anderson said, of
convincing potential visitors from Glasgow
and the west of Scotland that Bo’ness is only
40 miles away and not at the other end of the
country!

"We also need to publicise the Museum of
Scottish Railways more effectively,” said Iain.
“We bring contractors in there, and they often
say that they simply didn’t know such a superb
collection exists. We need to make it much
better-known.”

UnitedCollieries /NCBAndrewBarclay0-4-0STNo. 6 (No.2043of1937)makesa spiriteddeparture fromBo’nessonAugust 28, 2011.ROBIN JONES
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Steaming ahead
With flourishing steam and diesel groups
looking after 23 steam and 12 historic diesel
locomotives between them, there is much to
celebrate in the society’s diamond jubilee year.

The welcome announcement came in 2020
that Historic Environment Scotland granted
the society £158,654 to carry out a range
of activities, including upgrading visitor
building electrical systems, fitting Covid-
compliant Perspex screens in carriages, and
allowing the society to commission business
consultants to advise on how best to take the
railway and museum forward.

Best of all, and a real tonic for everyone
at Bo’ness, has been the award of a total of
£975,000 from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund for the Steaming Ahead project.

Work is already well underway on a new
engineering building in which the society’s
steam fleet will be maintained, with visitors
being able to watch the work in progress from a
viewing gallery.

The facility will also be used to train four
apprentices in steam-age skills, as well as
continuing training for the society’s 400
volunteers and further training, in conjunction
with Falkirk Council, for local people who will
benefit from acquiring work-related skills.

Iain Anderson said: “Steaming Ahead is vital
for the skills necessary to keep our railway
running long into the society’s next 60 years to
ensure they are passed on to young people.

“The then young people of 1961 who founded
our society have achieved and learned so much
over the last six decades themselves.

“It is now the time to pass on their knowledge
and skills by both involving and training the
young people of today – and that is what we
will be doing with our new facility.”

Reflecting on the past and
looking to the future
In its 60 years, the SRPS has achieved what
its far-seeing founders set out to do in their
world, so different from the world of today.

Not only does the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway,
in an ordinary Covid-free year, welcome
60,000 passengers annually and run a
fascinating and highly successful museum, but
SRPS railtour trains, hauled by main line diesel
locomotives and classic steam engines, with
passenger relations and catering expertly and
enthusiastically provided by SRPS volunteer
stewards, travel the length and breadth of the
British railway network. One has even reached
as far away from Bo’ness as Penzance... and
come back!

The SRPS is a mature organisation, and it is
perhaps a reflection of that fact which has led
museum director Dr Becky Peacock to reflect:
“We have successfully recorded, preserved
and kept alive the history of Scottish railways.
Perhaps we now need to record the history
of Scottish railway preservation in which the
SRPS has played a pioneering role.”

The enthusiastic and youthful pioneers who
first met in an Edinburgh YMCA in 1961 to
found the SRPS would be very proud to hear
those words, for they have won their rightful
place in the history of Scottish railway heritage.

Sixty years on, their legacy is there for all to
see at Bo’ness, where the spirit of an earlier age
of the train in Scotland lives on.

Make sure you visit Bo’ness in the
society's diamond jubilee year. You won’t
be disappointed, and yes, you’ll be quite
convinced that Bo’ness station has been there
for all time.

AGlasgowSubwaycarondisplay in theMuseumof
ScottishRailways.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Among theSRPScollection is this 1959-built Class
126DMU. It is in runningorder and takes to the
tracksatdiesel gala events.HUGHDOUGHERTY

AquietmomentatBo’ness inMay1999,under the canopy rescued fromEdinburghHaymarket station, but
lookingas if it hadalwaysbeenhere.HUGHDOUGHERTY

Salt of theearth inside theBo’nessmuseum!
ROBIN JONES

LNERA3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsman takesoncoal atBo’nessbeforeheadingaSRPS railtouronMay16,
2016. SCOTLAND BY CAMERA/CREATIVE COMMONS

Mail by rail: This TPO in theBo’nessmuseumallows
visitors tohaveagoat sorting lettersbyhand.
HUGHDOUGHERTY

� For full details of Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway train times, fares, locomotives, rolling stock, special events, the
Museum of Scottish Railways, and the SRPS Railtours programme, and also how to join the society and how to
become a volunteer, visitwww.srps.org.uk



PRESERVED LINE PROFILE

STEAM IN AWORLD HERITAGE SITE
BLAENAVON

While North Wales’ slate industry and its railways have just been declared a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, South Wales already has a location with that status –

the former iron and coal-producing area around Blaenavon. John Titlow profiles
the rapidly-developing Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway.



One tends to thinkof theSouthWales valleys
as aGWRstronghold, but thePontypool&

BlaenavonRailway’smain stationat Furnace
Sidings reflects the line’s LNWRpedigree,with
a footbridge recovered fromHinckley. Thenew

building incorporates stonework recovered from
Pontypool’s CraneStreet station.Arrivingwith the
last trainof thedayon June19 isAndrewBarclay

0-4-0STRosythNo.1. JOHN TITLOW

Set in the valleys of South Wales, the
Pontypool & Blaenavon Railway at
the foot of the Brecon Beacons runs

through a UNESCO World Heritage Site
that was once famous for its coal mines. The
reclaimed landscape is slowly transforming
from colliery workings and spoil tips into
a conservation area and nature reserve at
nearby Garn Lakes.

After considerable work, cycle and walking
tracks are now where there was once no
vegetation whatsoever.

The original line was built by the
Brynmawr & Blaenavon Railway and
completed in 1869. It was immediately
leased to the London & North Western
Railway, connecting with the LNWR’s Heads
of the Valleys line at Brynmawr for the
transportation of coal to the Midlands. Later
it was extended south to join the GWR at

Abersychan & Talywain, connecting it with
Pontypool. The LNWR ran passenger trains
on the line in 1872.

Industrial heritage
Much like Coalbrookdale, Blaenavon
played an important part in the Industrial
Revolution, becoming one of the world’s
major iron and coal producers during
the 19th century. Its rural landscape was
transformed forever.

With the area rich in iron ore, limestone
and coal, mining eventually became the
major employer in Blaenavon. Kearsley’s
Pit, now known as Big Pit, began in 1880,
exporting coal around the world – and Welsh
coal was notably linked to the GWR.

The steady decline in heavy industry
during the 20th century affected the fortunes
of the line.

Nearby Blaenavon Ironworks closed in
1924. During World War Two, passenger
services were withdrawn in 1941 and
Blaenavon shed closed in 1942.

The line ambled on for a time and during
1953 was used for wagon storage until freight
stopped in 1954. There was a temporary
reprieve in 1960 when a new siding was laid
to nearby Blorenge, connecting it with an
open cast mine. Final closure came in 1980
and soon after, all platform buildings were
demolished; this also coincided with the
closure of the nearby Big Pit mine before the
notorious miners’ strike of the 1980s.

The area went into decline, but this did not
deter enthusiasts wanting to preserve its rich
industrial history. In 1983 the preservation
society took over and opened the line
between Furnace Sidings and Whistle Inn
Halt. In 2010 it extended to Blaenavon High



Level and just beyond to Coed Avon; a year
later the short branch line to the National
Mining Museum opened.

Blaenavon originally had two stations,
High Level being the LNWR’s and Low
Level the GWR’s, gaining the suffixes after
nationalisation in 1948 to avoid confusion.
The line retained its LNWR infrastructure
until closure.

Surroundingattractions
Though only 3½ miles long, the P&BR
crams an awful lot into the journey with
four stations. The central base is at Furnace
Sidings, the site of the original washery and
remaining water tower. From here the train is
pushed under ‘guard’s control’ up to Whistle
Inn Halt, where there is no run-round loop, so
it returns to Furnace Sidings before heading
south to Blaenavon High Level. A further few
hundred yards is covered to the buffer stops at
Coed Avon, and again under guard’s control
it pushes back to High Level. After running
round, the real fun begins with the return

“The major preserved sites of Blaenavon Ironworks and
Big Pit, together with the outstanding derelict landscape
of mineral exploitation, manufacturing, transport,
and settlement which surrounds them, provide an
extraordinarily comprehensive picture of all the crucial
elements of the industrialisation process...”

Aviewthrough the carriagewindowof the footplateofRosythNo.1. JOHN TITLOW



Heritagerailway.co.uk 87

to Furnace Sidings on a ruling gradient of
1-in-40, rising to 1-in-24 in places with the
locomotives working extremely hard.

Much of the railway has become National
Cycle Network route 46; ironically, the one
that parallels the Severn Valley Railway
is 45! As with most preserved railways,
it is recognised locally that its presence
significantly adds to the visitor experience
and tourist potential of the town.

It is not just the major railways that have
suffered considerably during the pandemic,
but smaller lines like the P&BR are finding it
even more difficult. After a short season last
year, they were happy to reopen on May 1, but
train services are currently reduced from four
trains a day to three, at 11am, 12.30pm and
2pm. The 3.30pm has been cancelled until
further notice and at the time of writing the
Big Pit branch was not being used.

In 2000, the surrounding area and
Blaenavon was recognised by UNESCO
for the important role it played in the
Industrial Revolution and was given World

to get the two Mk.1 coaches up the 1-in-40
ruling gradient and was worked flat-out;
normally it has no problems on the grade. The
crew on the day were driver James Burnett
and fireman Steve Vincent.

Length of trains depends on the number of
booked passengers and which locomotive is
best economically on the day. Rosyth No. 1
can only handle two coaches but the fourth
working engine, Bagnall 0-6-0ST Empress
(Works No. 3061 of 1954), can take three.

Three Mk.1s have recently been repainted in
BR carmine and cream livery at Williton on
the West Somerset Railway.
Empress was the second locomotive in steam

on June 19 for an afternoon and evening
charter organised by Martin Creese, of 30742
Charters. The ex-NCB engine, formerly of
Measham and Cadley Hill collieries, fitted
the bill with five ‘Windcutter’ wagons on loan
from the Great Central Railway and the Shark
brake van No. 62863 repainted especially.

Our driver, Alex Gourlay, fireman John
Evans and cleaner Dave Thomas did a
wonderful job where nothing was too much
effort. Sadly the weather never played ball,
but it looked wonderful to see a freight train
among the colliery slag heaps – again evoking
memories of times gone by.

Social distancing and safety along the line
was followed, and this was one of the first
standard gauge charters to take place in 2021;
after such a considerable time in lockdown
it was a pleasure to be at an event like this. A
collection for the crew on the charter at the
end of the day raised more than £100, which
was donated to the railway’s funds.

When chatting to the crew before the
charter, fireman John Evans described his
50 years in preservation, starting at Dai
Woodham’s scrapyard in Barry working on
GWR 42XX 2-8-0T No. 4270, recovering
parts, preventing theft and preparing for
its departure. He continued at the Swansea
Maritime Museum, Gwili Railway, Severn
Valley , Tyseley Locomotive Works and finally
the P&BR – quite a varied life.

Two Class 37 diesels are in residence,
Nos. 37023 and 37216, along with Class 31
No. D5627 Steve Organ GM, which is to be
repainted soon. There is a collection of local
colliery and industrial diesel locomotives of
all shapes and sizes, and a Class 117 diesel
multiple unit.

Heritage Site status. According to UNESCO,
‘the major preserved sites of Blaenavon
Ironworks and Big Pit, together with the
outstanding derelict landscape of mineral
exploitation, manufacturing, transport, and
settlement which surrounds them, provide an
extraordinarily comprehensive picture of all
the crucial elements of the industrialisation
process: coal and ore mines, quarries, a
primitive railway system and canal, furnaces,
workers’ homes, and the social infrastructure
of the early industrial community. The area
reflects the pre-eminence of South Wales in
the production of iron, steel and coal in the
19th century’.

The nearby Big Pit mining museum
is reached either by the short branch
(when running) or an easy walk. There is
considerable railway interest here, with two
standard gauge steam locomotives and coal
wagons on display. The engines are Andrew
Barclay 0-4-0ST No. 5 Nora, Works No. 1680
of 1920, formerly of Blaenavon Co. Ltd, and
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST No. 10, Works
No. 544 of 1900. Both appear to be forgotten
and are beginning to look rather sad, in need
of some TLC and a coat of paint. There is
also plenty of underground railway interest,
although Covid-19 has currently stopped
the underground tours. Admission is free
and it is well worth a visit. P&BR tickets are
valid for the day and other attractions are
easily combined.

There is plenty to see for those interested
in industrial archaeology, such as the ruined
furnaces of the Blaenavon Ironworks, with its
foundry remains and water balance tower that
raised wagons 80ft into the air.

Industrials to the fore
Industrials are presently the main motive
power, with four working steam locomotives;
No 18 Jessie, an 0-6-0ST built by Hunslet
in 1937 with works number 1873, was on
hire to the Dean Forest Railway at the time
of my visit. Steamable inside the shed was a
diminutive 0-4-0ST from Andrew Barclay
Sons & Co, Caledonia Works, Kilmarnock,
Works No 1219 of 1910.

Working the service trains on the day
was another Caledonia Works product,
ex-dockyard 0-4-0ST Rosyth No. 1, Works
No. 1385 of 1914. After previous lineside fires,
a spark arrester was fitted – but it struggled

Displayedbeneath thepreservedcolliery
windinggear atBigPit areHudswell Clarke
0-6-0STNo. 10 (left) andAndrewBarclay

0-4-0STNora. JOHN TITLOW

Class 37No. 37216andHudswell Clarke0-4-0 shunterBlaenavonNo. 14at FurnaceSidings. JOHN TITLOW
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Futureplans
At one point the P&BR had a poor reputation
due to the amount of unrestored equipment
on site, so a full stock review took place
in 2019. This, coupled with a change in
insurance provider, led to a considerable
tidying-up of the site and the controversy
regarding the ‘Titanic Carriages’, the two
LSWR dining cars, now look to have a more
secure future, as reported last issue.

From visiting the P&BR and meeting
its people, it is hard to believe they would
wantonly destroy historic carriages; this
would go against all their preservation
principles. The railway now looks much nicer
and more professional; the general public
do not want a ride through a scrapyard and
preservation sites now have to look tidier.

Various other carriages are undergoing
restoration on site. Of note is a Barry Railway
four-wheel first/second class Composite
No. 175 (GWR No. 6095) dating from
circa 1897, which is in the early stages of
restoration and protected from the elements
inside a shed.

A recent welcome addition is the recently
completed Eric Edwards Carriage Shed,
built with funds from his legacy. Its three
roads offer secure dry accommodation for

the preserved stock and locomotives. Inside
are two special carriages, a Great Eastern
Directors’ Saloon from 1911 and a GWR
District Engineer’s inspection saloon from
1910, both operational.

Now the carriage shed is complete, plans
are being drawn up for a new locomotive
shed and servicing facility for the operational
f leet. The large shed affectionately known as
the ‘Cathedral Building’ will be extended for
this to accommodate four large 0-6-0Ts.

Watering facilities are presently from a
hydrant on Furnace station, but plans are
afoot for a water tower and column of LNWR
design; Covid-19 has delayed progress on
this. Network Rail is providing design
consultancy free of charge, along with
considerable labour for its construction.

Three locomotives are currently
undergoing restoration on site. Progress
on Llantarnam Abbey, an Andrew Barclay
0-6-0ST of 1939, Works No. 2074, had stalled
but is recently advancing. Robert Stephenson
& Hawthorn Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 71515,
formerly of Mech Navvies Ltd, is under
overhaul. Almost hidden from view inside
the shed is GWR pannier tank No. 9629,
completely stripped down to its frames and
undergoing a complete rebuild from Barry

scrapyard condition, after being displayed
outside the Holiday Inn hotel in Cardiff for
a time.

Extensions both north and south are being
considered, but presently the northern one
to Waenavon, over half way to the original
Heads of the Valleys line at Brynmawr, looks
more viable, as the trackbed is still intact and
talks are taking place with owners.

Realignment of the track at Whistle Inn
is necessary for clearance under the small
road bridge. Should this take place, at 1400ft,
Waenavon would be the highest standard-
gauge station in both England and Wales,
beating Dent by 350ft.

An extension south could be either on
the LNWR alignment to Varteg or taking
the branch to Varteg Hill. Over the next
few years, the railway will investigate the
feasibility of both routes.

In 2010 the P&BR won the Heritage Railway
Association award for small groups and 11
years later there are ambitious plans afoot;
we can only wish them every success for the
future.

If you like small engines, do go for a ride.
You will not be disappointed with the sounds
on this friendly railway, and soak up our
industrial heritage while you are there.
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Left: Bagnall 0-6-0STEmpresshauls a setofBR16-ton ‘Windcutter’mineralwagonsup thegradient towards
FurnaceSidingsduring the30742photo charteron June19. JOHN TITLOW

Great EasternRailwaydirectors’ saloonNo. 3 in theEric Edwards carriage shed. JOHN TITLOW

Below: The stripped-down framesof ex-Barrypannier tankNo. 9629under restoration. JOHN TITLOW

Above:BarryRailway coachbodyNo. 175andaMk.1RestaurantMiniatureBuffet inside the shedat Furnace
Sidings. JOHN TITLOW



THEGreatWesternSociety, celebrating
its60thanniversary thisyear, filledagap
inpreservationwith itsGWRrailmotor.
InOOscale,KernowModelRailCentre is
filling thatgap.
The Cornish-based shop has

received the first engineering
prototypes of its steam railmotor
model, which it is producing in
association with the GWS – using
original drawings and laser scans of
the preserved example, No. 93, at
Didcot Railway Centre.
The idea for themodel originated

when No. 93made a ground-breaking
visit to Cornwall in 2012 to run on the
Liskeard-Looe branch, and Kernow’s
managing director Chris Trerise
travelled in it.
The railmotor is often described

as the ancestor of today’s multiple
units and railcars; although the GWR
was not the first or only railway to
build such vehicles, it was one of the
most prolific users, constructing 99
examples between 1904 and 1908.

Two types
Built in1908,No.93wasconverted toa
locomotive-hauledauto-trailerduring
1934and1935andpreservedby the
GWS in1970,being rebuilt to itsoriginal
formwithanewboilerandpowerbogie
inaHeritageLotteryFund-supported
project completed in2011.Thevehicle
isnowawaitinganoverhaulatDidcot
following theexpiryof itsboiler
certificate this spring.
The tooling of the Kernow

model will allow five versions to be
produced, of Diagrams O and R, the
twomost numerous types – No. 93
being of Diagram R.
Amodel of No. 93 as preserved, in

the lined crimson lake livery used
from 1912 to 1922, will be offered,
along with earlier and later liveries:
GWR fully lined chocolate and cream
(1903-1908); lined brown (1908-1912);
and simplified chocolate and cream
(late 1920s onwards).

National Collection D Class available at Locomotion

TheOO-gaugemodelofNational CollectionSECRDClass
4-4-0No. 737. LOCOMOTIONMODELS

Themodels have electrical pick-
up on all wheels, fully-working
Walschaerts valve gear, interior lights,
and scale renditions of oil head and
tail lamps which light up according
to the direction of travel. They are
Digital Command Control-ready with
a sound speaker installed, and the
motor is hidden inside the boiler on
top of the power bogie.
They will cost £179.99 each, with

a £10 discount if pre-ordered from
www.kernowmodelrailcentre.com
GrahamMuspratt, Kernow’s

developmentmanager, said: “It is

great to receive the engineering
prototypes for full checking and
testing, althoughwe are already
aware of a fewminor issues to amend.
“Initial tests show that they run very

quietly and smoothly, and the valve
gear is a joy to watch in action.

Delivery expected next year
“The liveryartwork isunderway
concurrentwith testing theseprototypes
andwehopetoseedecoratedsamples
by theautumn.
“We should then be in a position to

start to arrange production.”

The on-sale date, he added, “is likely
to be approximately the first quarter
of 2022 but subject to alteration”.
“We thank the GreatWestern

Society for all their continued support
and valued input as the project
progresses,”he said.
�Kernow isalsoproducinganOO-
scaleLondon&SouthWesternRailway
roadvan,ofwhich fourarepreserved,
at theBluebell and IsleofWightSteam
railways, in theNationalCollection,
andby theSomerset&DorsetRailway
Trust.Themodel is in stocknow,priced
£34.99.

Right: The engineering
prototypes of the Kernow
Model Rail Centre GWR steam
railmotor. The DiagramR type,
of which preserved example
No. 93 is one, is on the left, and
DiagramO on the right.
KERNOWMODEL RAIL CENTRE

Newly-restoredGWRsteamrailmotorNo. 93at
Glyndyfrdwystationon theLlangollenRailway
during trial runs inMarch2011.ROBIN JONES

WHAT is arguablyoneof themostbeautiful
locomotives inpreservation isnowavailable inOO
scale–SouthEastern&ChathamRailwayDClass
4-4-0No. 737.
The elegantWainwright locomotive, built

at AshfordWorks in 1901, is today part of the
National Collection and displayed at York. It
has never steamed in preservation – but your
OO-gauge heritage line can run it ‘on loan from
the NRM’thanks to Dapol, Locomotion Models
and Rails of Sheffield. A partnership between
themodel manufacturer, the NRM’s Locomotion

museum at Shildon and the Sheffield model
shop led to the creation of the miniature
No. 737.
The National Collection model, faithfully

recreating the ornate SECR livery of the real
thing, is only available from Locomotion (www.
locomotionmodels.com), where it is now in
stock at £199.99.
However, Dapol (www.dapol.co.uk) and Rails

(https://railsofsheffield.com) also offer SECR
green, wartime grey, Southern Railway and
BR liveries.
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Prototypes of Kernow’sOO-
scaleGWR railmotor arrive
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HERITAGE MODELLER RAILWAY HERITAGE IN MINIATURE

All Prairies large and small!
The eagerly-awaited OO-scale models of the Great Western Railway’s 5101 and 6100
class large Prairie tanks from Dapol Ltd prompt Pete Kelly to research the history
of these fine locomotives and their small Prairie siblings, which followed an almost
unbroken line from George Jackson Churchward’s 1903 prototype, No. 99.

THEhistoryof theGreatWestern
Railway’s 2-6-2 tank locomotives,
normally referred toasPrairies, began in
1903withGeorge JacksonChurchward’s
prototypePrairie tank,No. 99.The
workingpressureof its StandardNo.2
boilerwas200psi,which, togetherwith
the locomotive’s two18½inx30in
outsidecylindersand5ft 8indiameter
drivingwheels, combined toproduce
strongperformancesduringextended
trials thatwereconductedover the
following twoyears.
It set the pattern for a further 39

large Prairie locomotives constructed
in 1905 and 1906, whose only real
difference was that they featured
sloping rather than flat-topped
tanks for greater visibility. This batch
carried the running numbers 3111 to
3149, and in 1912 the prototype was
renumbered 3100.
So successful were the large

Prairie tanks that they continued to
be built until 1949, when the final
20 were constructed under British
Railways, but the story becamemore
complex over the years with various

modifications and class numbering
sequences.

Larger Prairies
In1907, larger standardNo.4boilers
workingat200psiwere fitted toabatch
ofPrairie tanks thatwerenumbered
3150 to3190 to formthe3150class.
Thesehada tractiveeffortof25,670lb,
andno fewer than30of themwere still
listedatnationalisation in1948.
In 1928 Churchward’s successor,

Charles Collett, rebuilt the 3100 class
into heavier locomotives with various
detail alterations, and these became
the 5100 class. The original No. 99
became No. 5100, and Nos. 3111-
49 became Nos. 5111-49. These
locomotives were subsequently fitted
with superheaters, but none of them
has survived into preservation.
Collett’s own updated version of the

3100s was the 5101 class, introduced
in 1929 and featuring standard
Collett bunkers with a greater coal
capacity and an increased axle
loading that took them to the ‘blue
route’maximum.

They continued the tradition of
200psi boilers, 18in x 30in outside
cylinders and 5ft 8in diameter driving
wheels, and had a tractive effort of
24,300lb.When the 5100 number
series ran out, new locomotives went
back to the 4100 series, and the final
20 class members, Nos. 4160-79, were
built under British Railways in 1948-9.
The 5101s were built primarily to

haul suburban and local passenger
services all over the GWR network,
but as time went on these thoroughly
capable locomotives took on several
other roles, includingmain line
piloting and banking, particularly
over the South Devon banks between
Exeter and Plymouth and the area
around Severn Tunnel Junction on
the SouthWales main line.
At nationalisation, the 5101s

were allocated over large areas
of the GWR system, including no
fewer than 26 stationed at Tyseley
(84E); 24 at Stourbridge (84F); 12
at Newton Abbot (83A); 10 each at
Leamington (84D) and Birkenhead
(6C); eight at Chester (84K); seven at

Wellington (84H); six at Pontypool
Road (86G); six atWolverhampton
Stafford Road (84A); six at Bristol
Bath Road (82A); five at Barry (88C);
and smaller numbers at other sheds
including Newport Ebbw Junction
(86A); Gloucester (85B); Taunton
(83B);Worcester (85A); Kidderminster
(85D); Landore (87E); Severn Tunnel
Junction (86E); Shrewsbury (84G);
Cardiff Canton (86C); Neath (87A);
Exeter (83C); Laira (83D); Carmarthen
(87G); Banbury (84C); Treherbert
(88F); DuffrynYard (87B); and Truro
(83F).
The nearest station to my home

townwhere I could ‘spot’ former GWR
locomotives was Chester, where large
Prairie tanks could often be seen
waiting for incoming trains from the
Western Region, which they would
then take on from a bay platform to
Birkenhead while the larger tender
locomotives that had brought them
in were serviced at the old GWR
Chester shed (84K).
Swindon-designed BR Standard

Class 3 2-6-2Ts painted in passenger

TwoGWR largePrairie tanks–5101classNo. 4103and6100classNo. 6148–arrive atCheddarwith theHomeCountiesRailwaySociety ‘MendipRailtour’ ofOctober6,
1963.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/A. RICHARDSON



5101class largePrairie tankNo. 5188atBristol TempleMeadswithapermanent
way trainonMay4, 1958.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/R. O. COFFIN

5101class largePrairie tankNo. 4105passesOxfordMPDandapproaches
WaltonWell roadbridgewith the5.25pmOxford-Banbury trainonMay23, 1963.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/G. D. KING

LeavingHerefordwitha stopping train forGloucester on June27, 1962, is 5101
class largePrairie tankNo.4138.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/DEREK CROSS

Collett ‘Tanner-One-er’ largePrairie tankNo. 6117headsanUp freight trainnear
Saunderton in July1961.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/C. R. L. COLES
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green livery also took part in these
duties.
When the withdrawals began,

some of the 5101s allocated to
Severn Tunnel Junction (86E) were
dispatched toWoodham Brothers’
yard at Barry and subsequently
rescued.

‘Tanner-One-ers’
By theearly1930s,morepowerful
versionsof the5101swereneeded for
thebusyandsharply-timedcommuter
services intoPaddington to replace
theold2221classAtlantic (4-4-2) tank
engineversionsof the rapid3800class
‘County’4-4-0 tenderengineswith
their large6ft 8½ indrivingwheels, so
Swindonbuilt abatchof70 largePrairies
featuringan increasedboilerpressureof
225psi andsubsequentlyhigher tractive
effort figureof27,340lb.Constructed
between1931and1935, thesewere
Collett’s 6100class that remained in
serviceuntil theendofWesternRegion
steam in1965.
Anyone who remembers Britain’s

pre-decimal currency will know that
the small sixpenny coins were usually
referred to as tanners, and with the
one representing a penny, this led to
the class’s widespread nickname of
‘Tanner One-ers’.
Until their gradual replacement

by diesel multiple units, their
routes included Paddington to
Aylesbury via HighWycombe,
and to and fromOxford,Windsor,
Reading and Basingstoke, with the
vast majority of allocations at Old
Oak Common (81A), Slough (81B),

Southall (81C), Reading (81D), Didcot
(81E) and Oxford (81F). Many old
railwaymen were sorry to see them
lose these duties, and believed the
DMU replacements made a poor
substitute.
To complicate the ‘Large Prairie’

story further, in 1938 five of the 3150s
(Nos. 3173, 3156, 3181, 3155 and
3179 respectively) were rebuilt under
Charles Collett to form a new 3100
class, with a boiler pressure of 225lb
andmuch smaller 5ft 3in driving
wheels, to give an outstanding
tractive effort of 31,170lb – and
during the same year, 10 of the 5100
class locomotives were rebuilt with
225psi boilers and 5ft 6in driving
wheels to form the 8100 class, this
time with a tractive effort of 28,165lb.

At nationalisation, No. 3100 was
allocated to Tondu (86F), No. 3101
to Tyseley (84E), Nos. 3102 and 3104
toWolverhampton Stafford Road
(84A) and No. 3103 to Newport Ebbw
Junction (86A).
Two of the 8100s were allocated

to Leamington (84D), another two
to Neyland (87H), and one each to
Oswestry (89A), Neath (87A), Bristol St
Philip’s Marsh (82B),Worcester (85A),
Tyseley (84E) and Kidderminster
(85D).
Sadly, none of the 3100s or

8100s survived, but nine 5101s are
preserved (10 including No. 5193,
which theWest Somerset Railway
rebuilt into lightweight 2-6-0 tender
engine No. 9351), while No. 6106, in
the GreatWestern Society's collection

at Didcot Railway Centre, is the last
remaining ‘Tanner-One-er’.

Smaller fry
NofeatureontheGWR2-6-2 tank
locomotiveswouldbecompletewithout
mentionof thesmallPrairiesof the4400,
4500and4575classes.Oneof themain
distinguishing featuresover their larger
siblings,apart fromtheirmoredelicate
outlines,was that theirdrivingwheels
wereallunder5ft indiameter,whereas
thedrivingwheelsof the largePrairies
wereallover5ft indiameter.
The first small Prairies were the

11 locomotives of the 4400 class
for branch line duties that were
introduced in 1904. Theywere fitted
with Standard No. 5 boilers, and
their small 4ft 1½in drivingwheels

Beside theBlackwater, 6100 class largePrairie tankNo. 6112passesHinkseywith the2.56pmOxford-Didcot stopping train
on July17, 1953.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/E. D. BRUTON



Fromtheperspectiveof thebunkersofNos. 5109 (45041001) and5150, it is easy
toappreciate thedifference that the full-relief cylinderswillmake.DAPOL

Aboveand right:
The cab roofs
andcoal loads
are removable
to reveal the
exquisite cab
detailwhich
includes the
gaugesand
makes it simple
to install a
locomotive
crew.DAPOL

An immaculate6100 class largePrairie tankNo. 6106,with5205class 2-8-0T
No. 5224, arrives atRothleyon theGreatCentral Railwaywith the10.45ex-
Loughborough trainonMay21, 1989.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/W. A. SHARMAN

5101class largePrairie tankNo.5150 (45041004)will come ingreenwithGWR
tank-side lettering. Pleasenote that these imagesareofdecorated samplesonly,
and that allmodels are subject to changeandcorrectionwherenecessary.DAPOL

Asadend for 5101 class largePrairie tankNo. 4155, as the scrapmenstart cutting
it upat LongMarstononFebruary2, 1966.
MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/N. E. PREEDY
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suited them to hillier terrain, such
as on the Princetown branch. Only
one of these engines was built at
SwindonWorks, the remaining 10
being constructed at Stafford Road
Works inWolverhampton.With a
boiler pressure of 180psi and two
outside 17 x 24in diameter cylinders,
they produced a tractive effort of
21,440lb. All were withdrawn from
service between 1949 and 1955.
Developed directly from the 4400

class were the 75 locomotives of
the 4500 class, which boasted an
increased boiler pressure of 200psi,
and their larger-diameter (4ft 7½in)
driving wheels gave higher speeds of
up to 60mph and only a fractionally
reduced tractive effort of 21,250psi.
Their cylinder size remained the

same and the locomotives appeared
in several batches between 1906
and 1915, the first 20 being the
last GWR locomotives to be built
atWolverhampton. The remaining
55 were constructed at Swindon,
with the final batch appearing
under the tenure of new locomotive
superintendent Charles Collett in
1924.
Collett oversaw the building

of a further 100 small Prairies,
the 4575 class, with increased
water tank capacity between 1927-9.
Some of these were fitted with auto
train equipment in 1953, allowing
them to work push-pull trains with
auto trailers in SouthWales.
Like their larger relatives, the small

Prairies have proved to be useful and
popular engines on heritage railways,
with three of the 4500 series and 11
4575s in preservation.

Dapol’s models
Dapol ismodelling the5101and6100
classes fromtheearly 1930s,whencab
side shutterswereadded, andmany
original general arrangement
drawingshavebeenused in their
development.
To portray them over their lifetime,

many separately added details
will include two styles of safety-
valve cover, a bunker lamp bracket
shield, smokebox-top-mounted

lamp bracket, or a smokebox door-
mounted bracket for the British
Railways period, separately fitted top-
feed pipes and handrails, separately-
fitted lifting rings, screw-down and
flip-top water filler covers.
They will be available with and

without cab side shutters, and the
tool planning and design has allowed
for other desirable Prairie tanks, such
as the 3100 and later 5100 and 8100
classes, to bemodelled at later dates.
The technical specification will

include a smooth and powerful
five-pole skew-woundmotor for
outstanding haulage power and
fine controllability, Dapol’s tool-
less DCC and speaker installation
PCB (simply remove the smokebox
door, pull out the PCB, click the
speakers and decoder into place

and slide everything back inside),
a compensated chassis for reliable
running, and pick-up through all
driving wheels. A cleverly-designed
front pony truck will allow the
cylinders to be mounted in full relief
yet still negotiate R2 minimum-radius
curves with ease, and on factory-
fitted models only a realistic firebox
glow is synchronised with sound.
Completing the specification will

be sprung buffers, die-cast and
profiled wheels and steel tyres, finely-
engineeredmotion with prototypical
connecting rods, and removable cab
roofs and coal loads exposing the
exquisite cab detail andmaking it
easy to install footplate crews.
Sound-fitted versions available

directly from Dapol will incorporate
their own recorded sounds

and features such as RealDrive,
which gives realistic braking and
coasting characteristics.
The initial range will comprise

No. 5109 in green and lettered ‘Great
Western’ (45 041 001); No. 6129 in
green and lettered ‘GreatWestern’
(45 041 002); No. 5108 in green with
‘shirtbutton’GWR roundel (45 041
003); No. 5150 in green and lettered
‘GWR’ (45 041 004); No. 5190 in lined
black and lettered ‘British Railways’
(45 041 005); No. 4134 in lined green
with early BR lion and wheel crest
and bunker steps (45 041 006); and
No. 6167 in lined greenwith late BR
crest and bunker steps (45 041 007).
Dapol’s recommended retail prices

are £140.71 DCC-ready, £171.76 DCC-
fitted and £289.95 for factory-fitted
sound.





Restoring a steam locomotive from
Barry scrapyard condition has now
been completed numerous times and

there are many fine examples operating
in the UK, but there are still a few such
locomotives which have yet to feel the
warmth of a fire and the gentle build-up of
steam coursing through their tubes. GWR
28XX No. 2874 is one example, but is now
being slowly restored by the 2874 Trust on
the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway at
Toddington.

The Churchward 2-8-0 has had a slow
journey to where it is now, having been
withdrawn from BR service and dispatched
to Dai Woodham’s Barry yard in 1963, then
departing to the Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway in 1987, followed by a move to the

West Somerset Railway in 2007. Two years
later the locomotive was sold to Dinmore
Manor Locomotive Ltd and moved in 2014
to Toddington, where it was then sold to the
2874 Trust, an educational charity, in 2016
(for more information on the engine’s history
visit www.2874trust.org). Work has finally
commenced on the restoration.

Sharingahobby
I am sure many of you have been involved in
the restoration of a locomotive, and many more
of you will have watched from the sidelines,
some no doubt with awe as a rusty hulk is
turned into a gleaming living thing of beauty.

You may perhaps think that while you would
love to get involved, you do not have the right
skills, or are too young, or too old, or the

wrong gender. In reality, male or female, young
or old, there is probably a job for you.

A huge amount of the work only requires
what one may call decent DIY skills and
a willingness to learn. You just need to be
prepared to give up, say, one day a month and
get dirty; you do not even need to be a great
lover of steam locomotives (though that will
grow) but you must be reasonably physically fit.

Ownership of a locomotive, is, of course, a
not inexpensive hobby. Pete Waterman once
famously said, “What do you call a billionaire
who owns a steam locomotive? A millionaire.
What do you call a millionaire who owns a
steam locomotive? Broke.” But when many get
together, it becomes a means to both indulge
in our hobby and become a part of the heritage
movement.

VOLUNTEERING

Do youwant to get involved in a steam locomotive restoration project but think you don’t
have the necessary skills?David Holmes, a trustee of the 2874 Trust, explains how anyone
can help with the resurrection of a Barry scrapyard wreck, such as the Churchward 28XX
2-8-0 being restored by the group at the GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway.

LOCOMOTIVERESTORATION:

OPEN TO ALL
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Nowadays, a legal framework for ownership
is normally required to protect both the asset
and the individuals involved. This can take
the form of either limited liability companies
or charitable bodies; each has its own merits.
Many locomotives are owned thus by groups of
enthusiasts, allotting a few quid a week towards
their restoration and upkeep, or buying
blocks of shares on a frequent or infrequent
basis, but you do not have to invest money
in the locomotives; you can just join in as a
volunteer. Each locomotive and host railway
have different rules, so do check before you just
turn up!

The 2874 Trust, being based at the G/WR,
complies with its rules, which means you do
need to join its associated trust and go through
an induction so you are fully aware of the
benefits and hazards of a working railway.

The trust is run on a totally voluntary
basis. You can join as a volunteer or armchair
member for £20 per annum, but as we are a
volunteer organisation, all of that money goes
towards restoring the locomotive. However,
you do not need to join the 2874 Trust to work
on the restoration; just the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Railway Trust (including for
insurance purposes).

Keepingskills alive
Heritage engineering skills – what we now
call the skills needed to restore, remake
and repair much of the fabric and working
parts – are slowly disappearing, which is why
The 2874 Trust is encouraging people of all
ages and genders to get involved and learn
those skills, as well as further developing the
expertise of those already involved. We are
using our restoration as the ‘teaching aid’ and
the development platform.

While it is true that many of the tasks
require such heritage engineering skills, there
are many other jobs which only require the
ability to carry out simple tasks. We always
ensure that appropriate training is provided
and that our volunteers work at the level they
are comfortable with.

We started with a rusty, dirty, grime-
ingrained hulk of a chassis, and firstly
the grime had to be removed. This took
several forms – basic scraping by hand, wire
brushing, pressure washing and ultimately
shotblasting (for which we employed a
specialist firm). Having removed the grime,
grit and much of the surface rust from the
frames and wheels, they had to be painted
with anti-corrosive paint, which was also
carried out by the shotblasting contractor.

The wheelsets were then sent off to the
South Devon Railway whose specialist
skills include the ability to re-tyre them and
replace the rivets holding the balance weights
in place. The axle journals were also re-
machined; again a specialist job.

In the interim the frames needed painting,
so several coats of black undercoat were
liberally applied (can you paint?). We then
got around to removing extraneous rusty
platework, using angle grinders and the gas
axe (oxy-acetylene cutting).

Rivets needed removing, initially from
one of the frame stretchers which was
beyond economical repair, so back to the
angle grinder and then, when the heads were
ground away flush, the ‘Rivet Buster’. Ear
protection and suitable Personal Protective
Equipment has to be worn at all times; it
sounds like the hounds of hell are knocking
at your door with each blow. Similarly, the
dragbox was corroded; now that the new
stretcher is in place, the dragbox can be
removed (meaning more rivet removal) and a
new dragbox is on its way.

Original condition
Work continues on the construction of a new
cab, utilising the angle and handrails from
the original – sadly the platework was too
badly corroded to reuse. The new cab will
have the spectacle plate windows, as No. 2874
did when first outshopped from Swindon
Works in November 1918.

Our intention is to restore the locomotive
as closely as possible to how it emerged on

that day nearly 103 years ago. We swapped
the wheelsets with those of Toddington
stablemate Collett 2884 No. 3850; typical
GWR practice of interchanging common
parts meant that No. 3850 had Churchward
pattern wheels and No. 2874 the Collett
pattern, but both locomotives are now
historically correct for their original
condition.

When restored, No. 2874 will be the only
operating 28XX in original condition with
inside steam pipes and the spectacle plate
windows. Sister engine No. 2818, now back
home in Swindon at the STEAM Museum,
still has the inside steam pipes, but other
‘refinements’ were made later in life.

The only other surviving 28XX with inside
steam pipes, ex-Barry No. 2873, consists of
only frames and wheels at the South Devon
Railway, and does not appear likely to be
restored anytime soon.

The restoration of No. 2874 is a longish-term
project and, as we said, expensive. We have
been extremely fortunate to receive financial

Churchward2-8-0No. 2874approachesStratford-upon-Avonwithagoods train in1954.BRIAN ENGLAND

Whatenthusiast could resist thedesire to restore this to its formerglory?28XXNo. 2874waitspatiently for
rescueatBarry scrapyard in1985.As thegraffiti on its smokeboxdenotes, it hadalreadybeensold to its first
preservationowner, TerryRippingale, andwoulddepart for thePontypool&BlaenavonRailway twoyears
later.DAVID HOLMES

Left: It couldbea scene fromBarry scrapyard in the
1980s, but in fact it’sGWR28XXNo.2874awaiting
restorationat thePontypool&BlaenavonRailwayon
July29, 2007. Thankfully, as this article and theone
onpages84-89prove,both theChurchward2-8-0
and theP&BRhavemovedonsince then,with the
locomotiveunder restorationand the railwaymuch
tidier. TOBY JENNINGS

“When restored, No. 2874 will be the only operating 28XX in
original condition with inside steam pipes and the spectacle
plate windows.”



support from the National Lottery Heritage
Fund (to promote our work on training
and development of engineering skills),
Ecclesiastical Insurance, GB Railfreight, the
Pilgrim Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation,
the Swire Trust, Veronica Audry Charitable
Trust, and the Rowlands Trust, for which we
are extremely grateful.

We also received support from The Reed
Foundation, which provided match funding
for donations in The Big Give Christmas
Challenge last year. Look out for our
fundraiser as part of the campaign this
coming December.

Time toget involved?
We still have a long way to go to complete

our restoration, and we also have to find a
Churchward 3500-gallon tender. Some of the
additional (non-heavy engineering) skills

required include use of angle grinders, needle
guns (instruction can be given) and hand
scrapers, rubbing down, undercoating and
painting.

But if you can use a lathe, milling machine
or are a welder, then we would also be happy
for you to join us.

One other way you can help is to become
a member oftThe 2874 Trust. Membership
is open to all, and more information can
be found on our website, www.2874trust.
org, which was built for us by South
Gloucestershire College at Berkeley Green.

I hope I have been able to demonstrate to
you, in a small way, that you do not necessarily
need heavy engineering skills to become
involved in locomotive restoration; just a
mindset to help, perhaps a desire to get down
and dirty, a sense of humour and – most
importantly – the ability to make tea.

“A huge amount of the work
only requires what one may
call decent DIY skills and a
willingness to learn.”

Left: “Agleaming living
thingofbeauty.”Giving
agood impressionof
howNo.2874will look
whencomplete–albeit
withdetail differences
– classmateNo. 2807
departs fromGotherington
inMarch2017. This
locomotive, theoldest
surviving28XX,was
similarly restored from
Barry scrapyard condition
at theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway
ina29-yearproject
byCotswoldSteam
PreservationLtd.Note it
has the lateroutside steam
pipes,whileNo. 2874
retains theoriginal inside
steampipes.
MALCOLMRANIERI
Inset left:When restored,
No. 2874will carry this
plaque inmemoryofGWR
employeeswhodied in
theFirst andSecondWorld
Wars. THE 2874 TRUST

Left:MikeSollowayworkingon thenewcab
spectacleplatewithDanWigg lookingon. The round
spectaclewindowsarevisible, returningNo. 2874 to
its original condition.DAVID HOLMES

Right: Some jobsonly require theuseof ahammer…
MarkYoungandDavidFoster check the rivetson the
drivingwheelbalanceweights.DAVID HOLMES

Above:MikeSollowaywatching thevalvesbeing
reboredbyamemberof theTyseley Locomotive
Works team.DAVID HOLMES

The framesofNo. 2874 followingcleaningand
paintingwithanti-corrosiveprimer.DAVID HOLMES



Heritagerailway.co.uk 99



OFF THE SHELF

100 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 285 : Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.

CompiledbyLesliePrice (TotemPublishing,80pp, ISBN978-1-913893-06-4,
hardback,£12.50plus£1p&p, chequespayable to:TransportTreasuryPublishing,
16HighworthClose,HighWycombe,HP137PJ).

HAVINGwritten justonebook– the
historyofoneofBritain’s small-volume
carmanufacturers – I amnot remotely
onaparwith those splendidauthors
whohaveanumberof railwayand
other transportpublicationsunder
theirbelts,writesGeoffCourtney.One
thing Idid learn,however, frommysole
venture into theworldofpublishing
was that there isoftenanelementof
self-indulgenceaboutputtingpento
paper,or rather fingers tokeyboard.
Andwhynot?Anauthor’s interest

in thesubject isobviouslycentral
toapublication, and if that interest
manifests itself inpersonalmemories,
that’s thewriter’sprerogativeand is
invariably toa reader’s advantage.

Journey to Bridgnorth
LesliePrice’spersonalmemories
areat thecoreof thispublication,
even to theextentof identifyingon
thecover a train that forhimhada
particular significance.Describing
himself in thebook’s introductionasa
“proudSalopian”andadmitting that
its contents area journeyback into
hispast, Leslie explains that the train

was the5.30pmfromShrewsbury to
Bridgnorth, and thedateaTuesday in
earlyAugust 1963.
OnthatdayLeslie’s father,Tom,aBR

passengerguardbasedatShrewsbury,
was rostered towork the trainoutand
back, andhe joinedhisdadsortingout
a fewparcels, includingaconsignment
ofday-oldchicks.Their locomotivewas
StandardClass4MT2-6-4TNo.80102,
andthe footplatecrewdriverCharlie
Coughyand firemanNormanForrester,
whoLeslie tookaphotographofwith
hisdadbeside their engineprior to
departure.
The two journeyswereuneventful

andpassengerswere few,although
ahighlightwasseeingonreturn to
ShrewsburyLMSPrincessCoronation
PacificNo.46243CityofLancasteronan
ex-works running-in turn.Of the trips,
Lesliewrites:“As routineas itwasof its
time,neverthelessanunforgettable
journey.Thesameroutinehadbeen
carriedon forapastagebutwassoon
todisappear forever.DrBeechingsaw
to that.”
Thememory-jerkingblack-and-white

photographs, someofwhichare the

compiler’sownwork,
aredrawnmostly
fromthepublisher’s
archivesanddate
from1933until the
endof steam.They
areaccompaniedby
captionswhichoften
go into fascinating
andcompelling
detail, including locomotivehistories
andthedelightsof certaindepots, such
asOswestryWorks,which, saysLeslie,
was theplace togotoseea“wonderful
selectionofancient locomotives.”

Bygone era
There’s also thatpersonal touch I
mentionedearlier, including images
of familymemberswhowereplatform
staff atWhitchurch in the1920s, and
anotherof Leslie’s fatherTomwho,
whenaporter atWem,wouldcycle10
miles eachway to the station fromhis
home justoutsideWhitchurch.
Tonominatea favourite image

amongsuchavariedselection is
difficult, but I’mgoing foraphotograph
taken in theearly-1960satFarleyHalt,

in thedelightfully-namedvalleyof
FarleyDinglebetweenBuildwasand
MuchWenlock.The rudimentary, tiny
and isolated rural station is almost
enveloped in trees, andone’sattention
isdrawntoa ladyontheplatform
leaningonherbicyclewhilechatting
to thedriverofawaiting IvattClass2
locomotive.
“Is shegoingshoppingorhas she

beenvisiting?”asksLeslie inhis caption.
“Weshallneverknow,butnevertheless
it is a fine illustrationofhowlifewas
still being led inShropshireeven into
the1960s.”
PERSONALMEMORIESOF
SHROPSHIRESTEAM

SevernValleySteam2020
DVD (SteamValleyProductions,
www.steamvalleyproductions.com
07875556615, 90minutes,DVD
£15,BluRay£20plus£3.30p&p)
MISSED out on
steamduring
the first year of
lockdown?This
superb video
capturing the
finest action
during the
whole of the
fragmented
SevernValley
season in 2020
will go a longway tomaking amends.
By necessity a relatively quiet year by

normalValley standards,with nogalas
because of thepandemic, it played
host to only two visiting locomotives,
LMS4-6-0No. 46100 Royal Scot and
BulleidWest Country 4-6-2No. 34046
Braunton,which underwent test runs
following repairs. Both of these are
featured although it is the home fleet
that dominate proceedings. Collett
0-4-2TNo. 1450didmuchwork in
its last year in traffic before its boiler
ticket expired, and can also be seen in
double-headed combinationswhich
also featuredpanniers Nos. 7714 and
1501 and saddle tankNo. 813.
Also appearing are BR Standard 4MT

motivehistories

The Railways of Salop

No. 75069, GWRNo. 6960 Raveningham
Hall,BulleidNo. 34027 TawValleyand
Ivatt 4MTNo. 43106.
The SevernValley remains one

of Europe’smostmagnificent lines
in any timeof the year and as this
video shows, under themost taxing
of circumstances, and canhere
be thoroughly enjoyed fromyour
armchair thanks to this splendid quality
footage fromaproducerwho clearly
knowshow toget the best out of the
line.
UNMISSABLEVALLEYACTION

Alnmouth toBerwick
including theSeahouses
andTweedDockbranches
ByRogerDarsley andDennis Lovett
(hardback,
Middleton
Press, 96pp,
£18.95, ISBN
9781910356
500).
PART of the
EasternMain
Lines series, here
is a detailed
account of the
section of the East CoastMain Line
betweenAlnmouth andBerwick,
including the local small stations
between these twopoints like Lesbury,

Loughton, Christon Bank, Lucker and
Newham that have longbeen closed,
andwhosepast existencewill never
becomeknown to themajority of
passengerswhopass in an instant on
today’s fast expresses.
The volume follows the time-

honoured successfulMP format
of drawingon an extensive library
ofmainly previously-unpublished
archive black-and-white photographs
accompaniedby vintageOrdnance
Survey large-scale plans and
timetables.
The volume also covers the four-mile

North SunderlandRailwaywhich linked
themain line at Chathill to Seahouses,
which trialled a diesel locomotive as
early as 1931 andbought one two
years later. It closed in 1951.
TheTweedDockbranch at

Tweedmouthwas built in a bid to arrest
the decliningport traffic at Berwick,
and included a curious zig-zagbranch
line providedby theNER,which the
volumedescribed asmore associated
withmountainous regions in South
America and elsewhere.Trains had to
reverse twice and the steepgradients
limited them to fourwagons at a time.
Opened in 1878 andworkedby the
Tweedmouth yardpilot, it was not a
great success and closed in 1964, being
lifted the following year.
SUPERB LOCALDETAIL

TheEastKentRailway:The
LineThatRanToNowhere
ByJohnScott-Morgan (hardback,Pen
&SwordTransport, 208pp,£25, ISBN
9781526726865).
THISgreatbook in theBranchLine
Profiles series is jampackedwith superb
photographs fromtheexperienced
author JohnScott-Morgan.
Hehaswrittenanaccurateaccount

of the line fromthebeginningof the
EKR,with theupsanddownswhich
including the lossofmanyplanned
collieriesduring theearly stagesof
the line, due topoorquality coal and
constant flooding.
Thebookcontains180pagesof full

sizeblackandwhitephotographs,many
unseenbeforewitharound50 fromthe
author's owncollection.They include
the locomotive fleet, carriages,wagons
and twophotographsof theGuildford
Colliery abandonedbuildingand finally
eightof various trains and locomotives
seenon the line sincepreservation.
Thisbookwill takeyouback to the

sometimesbusy, oftenchaotic and
grimydaysof the line thatoozed
Colonel
Stephens’
character.
EXPLORING
ACLASSIC
LIGHT
RAILWAY

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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STAR LETTER

Bagnall triowerenamed inSouth
Wales afterRAFVbombers
ISUSPECTyourauthormaybe
mistaken inassertingthat the
twosurviving18inBagnall0-6-
0STs receivedtheirnamesVictor
andVulcanat theAustinMotor
Company.
Othersourcesstate thebatchof

threeBagnall locomotives,works
numbers2994/5/6,werepurchased
newbytheSteelCompanyof
Waleswhichoriginallyallocated
runningnumbersofNos.401/2/3,

respectivelyandsubsequently
namedthemVulcan,Valiantand
Victorafter thethreetypesofV
bombers then inservicewiththe
RAF.Austinpurchasedonly twoof
the three.The remainingone,No.
2995,went indirectly to theNCB
where sadly its careermirrored that
of theValiant, the least successful of
theVbombers, and itwas scrapped
after a relatively short life.

MikePinder, email

The locomotive is still verymuchwithus, but thegreen fields to the right arenot: ‘BlackFive’No. 5025 inactionat the
Keighley&WorthValleyRailwayhalf a centuryago.DAVID SMITH

LongbeforeWestCoastRailways tookoverCarnforthdepot, LMS ‘BlackFive’
4-6-0No. 45025 sitsbeneath the coaling tower inBRservice in July1968, a
fewweeksbefore theendofBRsteamhaulage.DAVID SMITH

It’s not only the rolling
stock that needs saving
THANKS for avery interesting
magazine (issue283), and I entirely
agreewithall aspectsof your
editorial, particularly in relation to the
unacceptable attitudebeing takenby
HighwaysEngland towardsold railway
infrastructure.
I hope that theParliamentaryGroup

onHeritageRail,with its support for
promoting thepublic transport role
ofheritage railways,might lead to
the sortof financial grants fromthe
Department forTransport that I’ve
suggested inyourmagazine.
With the restorationof LMS‘Black

Five’4-6-0No. 5025nowcomplete, the
accompanying twophotographsmay
beof interest.
The firstwas takenatCarnforth in

July1968, showingNo. 45025under
thecoaling tower (which, good to
know, still exists), and the second
showingNo. 5025after restoration in
1971andworkingat theKeighley&
WorthValleyRailway. Sadly the fields
to the rightof the trainhave recently

Through trains
toPerranwell
in the summer
IAMHAPPYtohelpMrBodilywith
hisquery inPlatform, issue283,
about throughtrains fromLondon
toPerranwell in theearly1960s.
TheWesternRegionsummer

1963timetableconfirmsthat there
wasnotonlya throughtrain in
bothdirectionsonSaturdays,but
that therewasalsoone inboth
directionsonweekdays.
TheSaturdayserviceswere

dedicatedFalmouthtrainswhile the
weekdayservicescomprisedboth
PaigntonandFalmouthportions.
TheSaturdayserviceswere

impressive in termsof the lackof
intermediatestationstops,with
theUpservicestoppingatTruro,
StAustell andPlymouth;only less
impressivewasthesixhoursand17
minutes journeytime!
MrBodilymentions travelling

ontheSt Ivesbranch line.Despite
servingamuchmorepopular
touristareathantheFalmouth
branch line, itonlyhadathrough
service fromPaddingtonon
Saturdays.
While theDownservice, the

10.30amfromPaddington,was
always titledthe‘CornishRiviera
Express’or similar, andcertainly
madeasplendidsightwith its10
chocolateandcreamcarriagesand
two45XXtanks, theUpservice
wasrathermoreprosaic formuch
of thetime, simplybeing,e.g. in
1961, the9.20amfromSt Ives,and
comprisingaverymixedrakeof10
BRandGWRcarriages.
However, the1963timetable

shows itas the‘CornishRiviera
Express’, albeit in its lastyearof
servicewith its finalUp journeyon
September7,hauledby D6316and
D6321andwithauniformmaroon
rake.

MichaelHill, Sidcup,Kent

beenbuilt ondespitebeing in the
greenbelt.
Theyarea reminder thatheritage

railwaysneed tobevigilant against
developments that candestroy the

surroundingheritage, aswell as
reducing thepleasure fromtravelling
on them.

David Smith,
Sheffield.

PLATFORM
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Publicity surrounding the takeoverof Scarborough’sNorthBayRailwayby theownersof theCleethorpesCoast Light
Railway this springhas led to thediscoveryof several oldpostcardspublishedduring theheydayof English seaside
summerholidays. Reader EdmundSimpsonsentaphotographof theopeningof theNorthBayRailway in1931, takenby
hisgrandfather ThomasErnest Simpson–aveteranof theFirstWorldWar’sBattleof theSomme–and the family’s only
surviving souvenir of apre-war familyholiday inScarborough.EDMUNDSIMPSONCOLLECTION

Tyseley not Severn Valley pannier
IN response toyour article,‘Severn
Valleymarkspannier tank’s 50yearson
the railway’inNews, issue282, Iwas
particularly interested to seeyour reader
IanRead’s letter andphotographof an
LondonTransport 57XX0-6-0pannier
tankon the red-liveriedMale&Son,of
Pensnett,WestMidlands roadhaulier,
whichhe statedwas takenonJune8,
1971, as it approached Junction5onto
theM1. Even though, in Ian’sownwords,
it is an“admittedlypoor”image, it is a
photographnotof theSVRpannierNo.
L95, but thatofNo. L94on itsway to
Tyseleydepotafterbeingpurchasedby
ClunCastle Ltd.

The small imagecanbediscerned
asNo. L94clearly enoughby its large
bunkernumber.Whatmakes this
photographevenmoredistinctiveof
beingNo. L94 is its relatively flat top
to itsdomeand the soot/coaldust

masking thecabside sheetnumber
fromhavingworked the‘TheLast Steam
Trainon theUnderground’special
demonstrationengineers train through
theMetropolitan tunnelsbetween
BarbicanandBaker Streeton its very last
LT journeyback toNeasdendepoton
Sunday, June6, 1971.
The locomotive is also carrying its

last threedigit-trainnumber, 544, in
its holder above the left-handbunker
buffer.Of the trioofpanniers still in the
LT fleet at theendof LT steam,No. L94

wasobviously the first tobemoved from
Neasden, onTuesday, June8, followed
byNo. L90, and lastly,No. L95 to theSVR
onFriday, June18,with itsdelivery to
Bridgnorth the followingday.

In contrast,No. L95wasmoved
fromNeasdenona lightblueCaudlesof
Sheldon, Birmingham, low loader, hada
veryprominent fixingnut to thedome,
didnothaveany trainnumbers in the
holder above thebunkerbuffer, andwas
transportedup theM1onJune18, 1971,
10days later than the image inPlatform,
issue283, as shownbymyattached
photograph.

PeterHudson,onbehalfof theSevern
ValleyPannierTankFund.

� IanReadhasacknowledgedhis
error indescribinghispicture last issue
atNo. L95 rather thanL94–editor.

London TransportpannierNo. L95 (5764)having just arrivedatBridgnorth from
NeasdendepotonSaturday, June19, 1971.DAVID COOKE

Left:Destined forpreservationat
Tyseley, LondonTransportpannier
No. L94atKlondykeSiding,Neasden
Depot, after its arrivalwith ‘TheLast
SteamTrainon theUnderground’ on
Sunday, June6, 1971.DAVID IDLE
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YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDETO OPERATIONAL HERITAGE LINES AND MUSEUMS

SOUTH EAST
Amberley Museum
2ft gauge, ¼mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Open:Wed-Sun.
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles.
Sheffield Park, East Sussex,
TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Bredgar & Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01622 884254.
Open:Weds-Suns. Running: Diesel Weds
& Thurs, Open Day September 5.
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Standard gauge, onemile.
Chatham, Kent.
Tel: 01634 820800.
Open: Daily – railway operating dates
TBA.
East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Shepherdswell, Kent.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: TBA.
Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles.
Running: TBA.
Exbury Gardens Railway
12¼in gauge, 1½miles.
Exbury, Southampton.
Tel: 023 8089 1203.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Hayling Island, Hants.
Tel: 07775 696912.
Running: TBA.

Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, 1½miles.
Liphook, Hants.
Tel: 01428 724900.
Open:Weds & Suns in September.
Isle of Wight Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Running: Sats-Thurs until September 23,
thenW/Es and Tues-Thurs until October
24.
Kent & East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles.
Tenterden, Kent.
Tel: 01580 765155.
Running: Weds/Thurs &W/Es in
September, Weds &W/Es in October.
Lavender Line
Standard gauge, onemile.
Isfield, East Sussex.
Tel: 01825 750515.
Open Suns – running dates TBA.
Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles.
Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Running: Daily until September 10, then
Weds/Thurs &W/Es until September 30.
Mizens Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile.
Woking, Surrey.
Tel: 07962 400922.
Running: Suns.
Old Kiln Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¾mile.
Farnham, Surrey.
Running: W/Es.
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway
15in gauge, 13½miles.
New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily in September, W/Es and
Tues-Thurs until Oct 21.
Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running: W/Es.
Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent. Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: Suns in September (lastW/E
TBC).
Spa Valley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
TunbridgeWells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 300141.
Running:W/Es plus October 1 and 26-28.
Volk’s Electric Railway
2ft 8½in gauge, onemile.
Brighton.
Running: Daily.

SOUTH WEST
Avon Valley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.
Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 5538.
Running: W/Es to September (diesel Sats,
steam Suns).
Bodmin & Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles,
Bodmin, Cornwall.
Tel: 01208 73555.
Running: Tues-Thurs & Suns September
&October.
Bristol Harbour Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Princes Wharf, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 352 6600.
MShedMuseumopen Tues-Suns.
Railway operating dates TBA.
Dartmouth Steam Railway

Standard gauge, sevenmiles,
wine and dine.
Paignton, Devon. Tel: 01803 555872.
Running: Daily.
Devon Railway Centre
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Running: Thurs-Suns in September.
East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Cranmore, Somerset.
Tel: 01749 880417.
Running:W/Es andWeds/Thurs until
September 16, thenW/Es andWeds until
end of October.
Helston Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼miles.
Helston, Cornwall.
Tel: 07901 977 597.
Open:Weds-Suns. Running:Weds/Thurs.
Lappa Valley Railway
7¼in, 10¼ and 15in gauge, onemile.
Newquay, Cornwall.
Tel: 01872 510317.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Launceston Steam Railway
2ft gauge, twomiles.
Launceston, Cornwall.
Tel: 01566 775665.
Running: TBA.
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile. Woody Bay,
North Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: Daily until September 5, then
Tues-Thurs &W/Es until end of October.
Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile. Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running: Daily until September 12 then
W/Es.
North Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, 1200ft.
Shillingstone, Blandford Forum, Dorset.
Tel: 01258 860696.
Open:Weds andW/Es.
Plym Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
MarshMills, Plymouth.
Tel: 01752 345078.
Running: September 4/5, 12, 18/19, 26.
Seaton Tramway
2ft 9in gauge, threemiles.
Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon.
Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily.
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Midsomer Norton station,
Silver Street, BA3 2EY. Tel: 01761 411221
Running:W/Es until September 19, then
Suns.
South Devon Railway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles.
Buckfastleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01364 644370.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Swanage Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Swanage, Dorset.
Tel: 01929 425800.
Running: Daily until Sept 30.W/Es and
Tues-Thurs in October plus 25th and
29th.

UP & RUNNING

Following its visits to the IsleofWightandEmbsay&BoltonAbbey railways’ galas (HR282), rovingLBSCR ‘Terrier’No. 2678
Knowle travelled to theSpaValleyRailway for that line’s ‘SummerSteamUp’on July17/18. For the last trainon theSunday,
theKent&East SussexRailway-basedStroudleyA1X0-6-0Twas the leadengine ina triple-headerwith convertedAusterity
0-6-0No. 2890 ‘Douglas’ andBattleofBritainNo. 34053SirKeithPark,picturedatHighRocksHalt.DAVID STAINES
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ReplicaBaldwin2-4-2TNo. 762 Lyn climbing thegradient fromKillingtonLanewith theLynton&BarnstapleRailway’s 11amtrain toWoodyBayon July17.DON BENN

Swindon & Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.
Blunsdon, Wiltshire.
Tel: 01793 771615.
Running: September 12, 25/26.
West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles.
Minehead, Somerset.
Tel: 01643 704996.
Running: Tues-Thurs &W/Es until
September 19 (plus Friday 17), then Tues/
Weds &W/Es. Steam gala October 1-3.
Yeovil Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.
Yeovil Junction station, Somerset.
Tel: 01935 410420.
Running: September 3-5, 12 & 19.

EAST ANGLIA
Bressingham Steam Museum
Narrow and standard gauge, one mile.
Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900.
Running: Daily, steamWeds-Suns.
Bure Valley Railway
15in gauge, nine miles.
Aylsham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01263 733858.
Running: Daily until September 30, then
W/Es and Tues-Thurs.
Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ¾ mile,
footplate experience.
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Diesel Suns except September
12, steam September 19 and October 17.
East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Wakes Colne, Essex.
Tel: 01206 242524.
Open:W/Es & B/Hs. Running: Diesel
September 18, October 23/24 and 27.

Ferry Meadows Railway
10¼in gauge, ½mile.
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01733 398 889.
Running: W/Es in September.
Mangapps Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ¾mile.
Near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898.
Open:W/Es andWeds in September
(TBC).
Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles.
Dereham, Norfolk. Tel: 01362 851723.
Running: September 5 thenW/Es and
Weds. Flying ScotsmanOctober 2-17.
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Brockford, Suffolk.
Tel: 01449 766899.
Running: September 4/5.
Nene Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles.
Wansford, Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444.
Running: W/Es until end of October plus
WedOctober 27.
North Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.
Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8RA.
Tel: 01263 820800.
Running: Daily until end of October.
SteamGala September 3-5.
Wells & Walsingham Railway
10¼in gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630.
Running: TBA.
Whitwell & Reepham Railway
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Reepham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01603 871694.
Open: Daily.
Running: Diesel W/Es,
steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720
Running: Suns.
Chinnor & Princes
Risborough Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 07979 055366
Running: September 5, 19, 26, Suns in
October.
Cholsey & Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles.
Wallingford, Oxon.
Tel: 01491 835067
Running: Members’ day September 26;
1940sWeekendOctober 2/3.
Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge.
Didcot, Oxon. Tel: 01235 817200.
Running: W/Es &Weds September
1-October 20.
Epping Ongar Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200.
Running: W/Es in September and
October. London Transport event
October 8-10.
Great Whipsnade Railway
2ft 6in gauge.
Whipsnade Zoo, Dunstable.
Tel: 0344 225 1826.
Running: Daily.
Hampton & Kempton
Waterworks Railway
2ft gauge.
Hanworth, Middlesex.
Tel: 07511 730782 or 01932 765328.
Running: Sundays in summer.

Leighton Buzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, threemiles.
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888
Running: Suns until end of October.
SteamGala September 11/12.
London Museum of Water
& Steam
2ft gauge, 400 yards.
Brentford, London.
Tel: 0208 568 4757.
Open:W/Es.

MIDLANDS
Abbey Pumping Station
2ft gauge, ¼mile.
Corporation Road, Leicester, LE4 5PX.
Tel: 0116 299 5111.
Open: Daily until October 31.
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01889 271337.
Running:W/Es until end of October, plus
October 27.
Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: September 4/5, 11/12, 18/19,
October 2/3, 9.
Barrow Hill Roundhouse
Standard gauge.
Barrow Hill, near Chesterfield.
Tel: 01246 475554.
Open: Rail Ale Festival September 9-11.
Battlefield Line
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754.
Running:W/Es until end of October, also
Weds October 20 & 27.
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Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Walsall,
West Midlands.
Tel: 01543 452623.
Running:W/Es in September, Suns to
October 17, then October 23/24, 27,
29-31.
Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles.
Cheddleton,
Staffs.
Tel: 01538 360522.
Running:W/Es &Weds in September,
W/Es in October.
Crich Tramway Village
Standard gauge, one mile.
Crich, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 854 321
Open: Daily until September 5, then
Sats-Thurs until October 31.
Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4½miles.
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840.
Running:W/Es, Weds except October
23/24.
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ninemiles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: Tues and Thurs-Suns in
September. W/Es in October plus
October 26 and 28-31.
Echills Wood Railway
7¼in gauge, 1¼miles.
KingsburyWater Park,
Sutton Coldfield.
Running: Suns plus October 27 & 29.
Evesham Vale Railway
15in gauge, 1¼miles.
A46 north of Evesham,Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running: W/Es.
Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.
Blythe Bridge, Staffs.
Tel: 01782 396210.
Running: Suns plus October 27.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 15miles.
Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs.
Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough,
Leics, LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323.
www.gcrailway.co.uk
Running: W/Es plusWeds in September.

Midland Railway – Butterley
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
Ripley, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 570140.
Running: W/Es until end of October.
Northampton &
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Pitsford, Northants.
Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: September 5 & 12.
Northamptonshire Ironstone
Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Hunsbury Hill,
Northampton.
Tel: 01604 702031.
Running: Steam Rally
September 25/26.
North Gloucestershire
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway,
Toddington.
Running: Suns in September.
Nottingham Heritage Railway
Standard gauge,
10miles.
Ruddington, Notts.
Tel: 0115 940 5705.
Open: September 4, 12.

Peak Rail
Standard gauge, four miles.
Matlock, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 580381.
Running: September 4.
Perrygrove Railway
15in gauge.
B4228, Coleford,
Gloucestershire.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: Tues, Thurs &W/Es plus
October 25-31.
Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Cottesmore, Rutland.
Tel: 07974 171068.
Open: September 5, 19,
October 3, 17, 24.
Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles.
Leek, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 269948.
Running:W/Es plus October 25-31.
Rushden Transport Museum
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Rushden, Northants.
Tel 0300 3023 150.
Open: Station bar open daily.
OompahNight September 4;
ModelWeekend September 18/19;
Music & Real Ale Festival September 24-
26; 1940sWeekendOctober 16/17.
Severn Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 16miles.
Kidderminster, Worcs, DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.
Running: Daily until September 5,
then September 7-9, 11/12, 14/15, 21-26,
28-30. Autumn SteamGala September
16-19. Diesel Gala October 1-3. W/Es in
October and 25-31.
Statfold Barn Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Tamworth, Staffs
B79 0BU.
Tel: 01827 830389.
Running: Road, Rail & Ale Festival
September 11/12.Wedding Fayre
September 26; 1940s Dance Evening
October 15.
Tanat Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Nantmawr, Shropshire
SY10 9HW.
Tel: 01691 780042.
www.tanatvalleyrailway.co.uk
Open: TBA.Ravenglass&EskdaleRailway0-4-2BonnieDundeeat theCleethorpesCoast LightRailwayonAugust4.ROBIN JONES

Beamish
County Durham. The Living Museum of
the North. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0191 370 4000.
Coleford GWR Museum
Coleford, Gloucestershire.
Open: Fris and Sats.
Tel: 01594 832032/833569.
Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe.
Open: W/Es.
Tel: 01270 212130.
Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Tues-Sun until September 30,
then Wed-Sun.
Tel: 01325 405060.

Leeds Industrial Museum
Armley Mills, Leeds.
Open: Tues-Suns.
Tel: 0113 378 2097.
Locomotion: The National
Railway Museum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Daily until September
5 then TBA.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
London Transport Museum
Covent Garden. Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.
Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns in term time, daily in
school holidays.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

National Railway Museum
Leeman Road, York.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.
Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 690739
or 01535 680425.
Railworld Wildlife Haven
Peterborough.
Open: W/Es & Weds plus October 25-31.
Tel: 01733 344420.
Riverside Museum
Glasgow.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0141 287 2720.

STEAM - Museum of the GWR
Swindon. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466637.
Tiverton Museum
Tiverton, Devon.
Open: Thurs-Sats.
Tel: 01884 256295.
West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria.
Open one week per month or by
appointment for special interest groups
– contact petergrooke@btinternet.com
Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co. Down.
Open: Tues-Suns until September 5,
then TBA.
Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8428.

Railway Museums
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Telford Steam Railway
Standard gauge, one mile.
Telford, Shropshire.
Open: Suns in September.

NORTH WEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12miles.
Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 0333 320 2830.
Running:Wed-Sun until September 26,
W/Es in October. Autumn SteamGala
October 15-17.
Great Laxey Mine Railway
19in gauge, ¼mile.
Laxey, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 862007/670386.
Running: Sats until end of September.
Groudle Glen Railway
2ft gauge, ¾mile.
Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 670453.
Running: Suns in September.
Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Manchester.
Tel: 0161 740 1919.
Running: September 4/5, then Suns until
November 14.
Isle of Man Steam Railway
3ft gauge, 15½miles.
Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: Thurs-Mons until September
12.
Lakeside & Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
Near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Manx Electric Railway and
Snaefell Mountain Railway
3ft gauge, 17miles (MER),
5½miles (SMR).
Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 697473.
Running: Tues/Weds & Fris-Suns until
September 12.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
15in gauge, sevenmiles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.
Ribble Steam Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Preston, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 728800.
Running: Sats until October 23. Gala
Weekend September 25/26.
Threlkeld Quarry & Mining
Museum
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Threlkeld, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 779747.
Open: Daily.
West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge. Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: Suns until end of October.

NORTH EAST
Aln Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Alnwick, Northumberland.
Tel: 0300 030 3311.
Running: September 4/5 & 11/12.
Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15miles.
British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.
Tel: 07889 297271.
Running: September 4, 11, 25, October
16, 23.
Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, 1¾miles.
Springwell, Tyne &Wear.
Tel: 07850 916484.
Open: Heritage OpenDay September 10.
Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
15in gauge, twomiles.
Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running: Daily until end
of September. October 1-3, thenW/Es
and 25-31.

Derwent Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Murton, near York.
Tel: 01904 489966.
Running: Suns until end of September.
Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Tel: 01756 795189.
Running: September 4/5, 7, 11/12, 14,
18/19, 21, 25, 28, October 2/3, 5, 9/10, 12,
16, 19, 23.
Heatherslaw Light Railway
15in gauge, twomiles.
Ford Forge, Northumberland.
Tel: 01890 820244.
Running: Daily
Keighley & Worth Valley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Haworth, West Yorks, BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Running: September 3-5, 8. Mixed Traffic
Gala 11/12. September 15, 18/19, 25/26,
29, October 2/3, 6, 9/10, 13. Beer &Music
Festival October 14-17.
Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway
2ft gauge. Skegness, Lincs.
Tel: 07407 500884.
Running: September 4.
Lincolnshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: 1940sWeekend September
11/12.
Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0845 680 1758.
Running: W/Es in September.
North Bay Railway
20in gauge, 	⁄
 mile.
Scarborough, North Yorks.
Tel: 01723 368791.
Running: Daily until end of October.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
North Shields.
Tel: 0191 277 7135.
Running: TBA.
North Yorkshire Moors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles.
Grosmont, North Yorks.
Tel: 01751 472508.
Running: Daily. SteamGala September
23-26.
South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 4¾miles.
Alston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01434 338212.
Running:W/Es to end of October.
Stainmore Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria.
Tel: 01768 371700.
Open: Suns.
Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.
Near Gateshead, Tyne andWear.
Tel: 07508 092365.
Running: September 16.
Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles.
Stanhope, Co. Durham.
Running: TBA.
Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22miles.
Leeming Bar,
North Yorkshire.
Tel: 01677 425805.
Open:W/Es &Weds in September and
October.
Whistlestop Valley Railway
(Kirklees)
15in gauge, four miles.
Huddersfield, West Yorks.
Tel: 01484 865727.
Running: September 1-5, 11/12, then Fris-
Mons until October 15.
Yorkshire Wolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1,000ft.
Fimber, East Yorkshire.
Tel: 01377 338053.
Open: Suns & B/Hs until September 26.

On loan fromtheApplebyFrodinghamRailwayPreservationSocietyat Scunthorpe,HunsletAusterity0-6-0STNo. 22 (WorksNo. 3844of1956)prepares to leave
Ludboroughstationon theLincolnshireWoldsRailway.ROBIN JONES
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UP & RUNNING

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½miles.
Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01678 540666.
Running: Daily until September 4,
Sats-Thurs until September 16, thenW/Es
and Tues-Thurs until end of September.
W/Es and Thurs in October plus 25-30.
Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan.
Tel 01446 748816.
Running: September 4.
Brecon Mountain Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, five miles.
Pant, Mid-Glamorgan. Tel: 01685 722988.
Running: Tues-Sats except October 29.
Conwy Valley Railway
Museum
7¼in and 15in gauge, ¾mile.
Betws-y-Coed station, Conwy.
Tel: 01690 710568.
Open: Daily.
Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾mile.
Corris, near Machynlleth. Tel: 01654 761701.
Running: Suns until October 17, then Sat
23, Sun 31.
Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, twomiles.
Fairbourne, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01341 250362.
Running:W/Es & Tues-Thurs.
Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½miles.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily in September.
Gwili Railway

Standard gauge, four miles.
Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: September 5, 7-9, 11/12, 14-16,
18, 21-23, 25/26, 28-30.
Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.
Running: Daily until September 10, then
Suns-Fris until October 1, then Suns-
Thurs through October plus 29-31.
Llanelli & Mynydd Mawr
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.
Cynheidre, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 07956 082305.
Running: TBA.
Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
Blaenavon, Torfaen. Tel: 01495 792263.
Running: Steam Gala September 11/12.
Rhyl Miniature Railway
15in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.
Tel: 01352 759109.
Running: W/Es in September.
Snowdon Mountain Railway
800mmgauge, 4½miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily until October 31 (diesel).
Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles.
Tywyn, Gwynedd. Tel: 01654 710472.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Henllan, Ceredigion, SA44 5TD.
Tel: 01559 371077.
Running: September 4/5.
Vale of Rheidol Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, 12miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.
Tel: 01970 625819.
Running: Daily until October 31.
Welsh Highland Heritage
Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Porthmadog, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 513402.
Weds, Thurs & Sats in September, Weds &
Sats in October plus 27-30.
Welsh Highland Railway
2ft gauge, 26miles.
Caernarfon, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: September 3-12, 14-19, 21-26,
28 & 30.
Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.
Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.
Tel: 01938 810441.
Running: Vintage TransportWeekend
September 4/5.

SCOTLAND
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Bo’ness, West Lothian.
Tel: 01506 825855.
Running: W/Es & Tues until end of
October.
Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.
Brechin, Angus.
Tel: 01356 622992.
Running: Diesel September 4, 11, 18,
steam September 5, 12, 19, 26.
Doon Valley Railway
Standard gauge.
Dunaskin, Ayrshire.
Open: TBA.
Keith & Dufftown Railway

Standard gauge, 11miles.
Dufftown, Banffshire.
Tel: 01340 821181.
Running: Fris-Suns in September.
Lathalmond Railway Museum
Standard gauge, ½mile.
Scottish Vintage BusMuseum,
Lathalmond, nr Dunfermline.
Tel: 07379 914801.
Running: Suns until October 3.
Royal Deeside Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼miles.
Banchory, Kincardineshire.
Tel: 01330 844416.
Running: September 5.
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles.
Aviemore, Inverness-shire.
Tel: 01479 810725.
Running: Thurs-Suns in September
except 9th.

IRELAND
Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland
5ft 3in gauge. Whitehead,
Co. Antrim.
Tel: +44 28 9358 6200.
Open: Museumopen Thurs to Sat.
Running: Sats in September.

AndrewBarclay0-4-0STBonAccord (WorksNo. 807of1897) at theRoyalDeesideRailway’sMiltonofCrathes stationon July25. TREVORGREGG

The details in this list were correct
at the timeof going to press.We
strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the venue concerned.
Pre-booking is often essential.

TBA=ToBeAnnounced
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ISSUE 285KEEPING STANDARD5
CAMELOT IN STEAM
As BR 5MT4-6-0No. 73082
prepares to return to service, we
profile its owning group.

Noneed topop to the shops in four
weeks’ time... simply order your next
HR frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr
or call01507529529.

SCANME WITH YOUR
PHONE CAMERA!

Webring youpictures from the
Severn Valley Railway’s autumn
steamgalawithDuchessof
Sutherland.

Adifferent slant on
the Bala extension

Rearranging
thedeckchairs
on the J27
ITWAScommon in steamdays to
see locomotives carryingbicycles
on thebackof the tender,with
thedriverorfireman taking their
transportwith them inorder
togethomeat theendof the
shift. Buthowoftendoyouseea
deckchairup there?
During theNorthTyneside

SteamRailway’s 30th
anniversary gala on June
11, young firemanAntony
Walkerwas spotted looking
very relaxed on the star guest
engine, J27 0-6-0 No. 65894,
whilewaiting for the tender to
fill at the line’sMiddle Engine
Lane headquarters.
Later that day, some of the

locomotive crewswere seen
having pizza delivered for
lunch.This place looks like the
lap of luxury for a footplateman.
In true‘youwait ages

for one and two come
along at once’style, this
picture toowas asking for a
caption competition.
Send us your thoughts…

CREDIT: TOBY JENNINGS

THANKYOU for all your responses
to thecaptioncompetition in
issue282, showing JulianBirley’s
QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STWinifredat
a seeminglyperilous anglewhile
being loadedontoa lorry atBala.
Julian himself admits his

heart was in his mouth at this
point; in fact, as the accompanying
picture taken by his son Tom
shows, he was hiding behind John
Moorhouse (main shareholder
of Somerset & Dorset 7F 2-8-0
No. 53809) while watching his
pride and joy being lifted onto the
lorry.
“This is what a worried loco owner

looks like!”he said.
We wonder what John’s expression

would be if the 7F was loaded in
similar fashion…
Anyway, without further ado, here

are your captions.

Track realignment helps speed Bala
services.
PeterHodson

Wwwwweeeeeeeee.....!
Herewe go again!
MalcolmMalins

Prepare for lift-off.
Off to a flying start.
Ready to launch.
KeithAdamson

When I said I was inclined to agreewith
you, driver, I meant...!
Steve Lloyd

These newmagneticwheels were
moneywell spent!
David Lewis

Which usermanual had Julian read
before trying to bump-start a steam

CAPTION
COMPETITION

CR
ED

IT
:J
U
LI
AN

BI
RL

EY
,I
N
SE

T:
TO

M
BI
RL

EY

locomotive from cold?
MikePugsley

Cor blimey! I reckon thismakes the
Lickey Incline seem flat!
MartynGregory

Lickey? No problem!
EricWiddowson

Those last fewwereparticularly strong
contenders, but thewinner–whichwas
amusingpartlybecause there is agrain
of truth in it, at any ratewhere standard
gaugeengines are concerned–was this:

The instructionwas itmust be fully
drained!
Geoff Carter

Thanks Geoff – a book or DVDwill be
in the post. And see left for the next
caption competition…

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Your lighter takes
If you’vegot aquirkyphoto, tale, poemoranythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorToby Jenningson tjennings@mortons.co.uk
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