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Our flourishing and
pioneering spirit thrives

I
Ntheyearweare celebrating the70thanniversary

of theTalyllynRailwaybecoming theworld’s first

volunteer-ledheritage line, theeuphoria fromthe

local community thatgreeted the returnof steamto

Bala towncentreon June12/13 shines like abeacon in

thesedismal times.

Rawenthusiasm for thepotential that aheritage

line canbring toa locality and its economyshowsno

signofdissipating.TheReRailedweekend, as reported

inNews,pages26/27,worked

wonders in raising theprofile

of thehugely commendable

plan tocreateamajor tourist

attractionof theheartof a town

that is sooften largelybypassed

byvisitors.

Theevent remindedmeof the

atmosphereat embryonic rail

heritagevenues I visitedwith

mydad in theearly 1970swhen themovementwas

still verymuchgetting started; the first opendaysat

Tyseley, theSevernValleyRailway running its first trains

toHamptonLoade, theWelshpool&Llanfair pushing

fromSylfaen toRavenSquare, andmanyothers.

TheBale LakeRailway isnow flying the flag forus

all –big time.

FurtherdowntheDeeValley, theLlangollenRailway

is restartingoperationsafter survivingadministration in

whichmuchof its rolling stockwasauctioned topayoff

£325,000debts incurredunder theprevious regime.

Full creditmustgo to theofficials of theLlangollen

RailwayTrust,whohavenotonly savedoneof

themostbeautiful lines in theUKstandardgauge

heritageportfolioby seemingly awhiskerbuthave

alsomanoeuvred it intoapositionwhen it can rebuild

public services,with theprospectof that showpiece

newCorwen terminuson thehorizon.

Llangollenneeds its railwayand thepowers that

bemustdoall they can to further its survival, butwe

canalsoplayourpart.The line isnowappealing for

volunteers in several departments and, of course, is

still verymuch receptive todonations. If youhave the

chance tovisit this year, takea round trip andshow

your support.
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OPINION

Just as in1951, the sectorheavily reliesonpublic

goodwill andenthusiastic volunteers, and in this issue

wehighlightprojects andappealswhichdeserveyour

backing.On theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway, the

overhaulof repatriatedWD2-10-0No. 3672DameVera

Lynnhasnowbegun.Turn toour special featureon

pages50-57 to seehowyoucancontribute.

InHeadlineNews,we reporton theappeal to

develop theGreatCentral Railway (Nottingham) in

advanceof it being linked to

its southerncounterpart. Its

first goal is the reconstruction

of theA60overbridgeat

Loughborough,whichhas

remainedclosed since last

September.

Thebigevent this autumn

maywell be the launchof anew

exampleof a lostmajorGWR

class in4-6-0No. 6880BettonGrangeat its newTyseley

home.Although theproject to create it is nowon the

homestraight,morepublic support for it cannevergo

amiss.

Wearebynomeansclearof thepandemicbut

during thepast 18months since the first lockdownwas

imposed,manyofourproudheritage lineshavebeen

hardatworkbehind the scenes,workingwonders for

thedaywheneverything returns tonormal.

Trainshavenot run formuchof thatperiod,but there

is certainlyno shortageof essential newsgenerated

fromthe sector. AtHeritageRailway,we strive tobring

you the fullest andmost comprehensive coverageof

theentiremovementevery28days.Atno time inour

22-yearhistory is that taskmorevital thanatpresent,

with circumstances changingby theday– so if you

miss a copy, youmissout.

Onpages30-31, seehowyoucan takeadvantageof

our latest subscriptionoffers. Alternatively, if youprefer

tobuy just one issueat a timebutdonotwant tovisit

shoppingcentres, order thenextone tobedelivered

toyourdoorby telephoningour customer services

teamon01507529529orgoingonlineatmrtns.uk/

pre-order-hr

“Many of our proud
heritage lines have been
hard at work behind the
scenes, working wonders

for the day when everything
returns to normal.”
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UnrestoredGWR4-6-0No. 5952CoganHall leaves Llangollen for Tyseley

LocomotiveWorkson June28.QUENTINMCGUINNESS

Llangollen Railway running
again after operator change
ByRobinJones

THELlangollenRailwaywasaiming to

restart servicesonFriday, July 9.

Subject to inspection and approval

of maintenance work carried out on

the River Dee bridge, the Llangollen

Railway Trust – which has now taken

over the running of the line following

previous operator Llangollen Railway

plc entering administration with

£350,000 debt – will begin with a

Llangollen to Berwyn shuttle service

using diesel railcars operating

between Fridays and Sundays.

The work on the Dee Bridge was

scheduled to restart on Monday, June

28 and is expected to last for one

week. The volunteer permanent way

team has to fit the check rails to the

timbers, align the track and weld up

the rail joints to complete the work

started in March, when new baulk

timbers were installed prior to the plc

receiver suspending work.

The works will then be inspected by

an independent engineer and, if all is

well, the bridge will be signed off. The

railway’s permanent way engineer

will then inspect the track between

the bridge and Berwyn Tunnel before

trains can start running to Berwyn.

Operations director MikeWilliams

said: “Before we can run revenue-

earning train services, we have

to complete the railway’s Safety

Management System for approval.

“We are also starting refresh

sessions for steam and diesel crews,

signalmen, guards and so on from

July 2. This will be an ongoing need,

as will be competency examination.”

Beyond Berwyn station, essential

engineering works are needed

in Berwyn Tunnel, the west end

pointwork at Glyndyfrdwy to relay

and repairs to occupation crossings

at Carrog.

Initial DMU operation
Once the tunnel work is finished,

train services can extend to

Glyndyfrdwy, initially again using

DMU traction until the west end

points become available.When

run-round facilities are operational

at Glyndyfrdwy, the options for using

steam or diesel locomotive-hauled

services become available.

On completion of the occupation

crossings, trains can start running

to Carrog, hopefully by early

August. That paves the way for

an engineering train to run to

the new terminus at Corwen and

drop ballast on the pointwork and

station loop prior to the tamping of

the track through the station, as a

longer-term aim.

As we closed for press, Mike said:

“We are looking to restart a limited

service between Llangollen and

Berwyn on Friday, July 16. However, if

the Dee bridge works are completed

on time and the permanent way

is signed off, we will bring this

forward to Friday, July 9 by way of

a ‘shakedown weekend operation’

for trains and staff, pending a

more formal reopening when local

dignitaries will be invited to travel on

the trains and lend their support.”

All services will be using DMUs

provided by Llangollen Railcars,

whose spokesman John Joyce said:

“We are expecting to roster the Class

108 DMUwith the Class 109Wickham

set in reserve, if demand warrants

additional seats, subject to social

distancing.

“Trains will depart Llangollen

hourly, Fridays to Sundays, from

11am through to 4pm and allow a

15-minute stopover at Berwyn to

enjoy the view of the Dee Gorge

or sample the

Chain Bridge.

Other options for

passengers are to

visit the Horseshoe

Falls or take the

traditional walk

back to Llangollen

along the canal.

“Running a

heritage DMU

service to Berwyn

will be recreating

the pioneering

days of 1986/87,

when services at

Llangollen first

extended across

the Dee Bridge.

“We hope our supporters will turn

out to ride the shuttle if revenues

are to cover operational costs, and

make a contribution to the railway’s

overheads when costs like insurance

and utility bills remain substantial

expenses for the trust.”

Following the appeal for more

help in lieu of paid staff, there has

been a very encouraging response

from existing volunteers. The estates

department has had numerous offers

to join the maintenance team and

help at Berwyn, where scaffolding is

erected to allow roof repairs to the

station house and external painting.

Volunteers wanted
Trust chairman Peter Edwards said:

“One area where we really needmore

people is carriage and wagon. In

order to run loco-hauled trains on the

railway, we need our Mk.1 carriages

to bemaintained to a documented

standard and to then pass a fitness-

to-run examination. Some former PLC

employees have

offered to return

as volunteers.”

Volunteers

interested in

joining an initial

carriage and

wagon training

session in July are

invited to contact

the trust office.

The volunteer

liaison officer is

Maureen Theobald

(telephone 01978

860979; email

info@llangollen-

railway.co.uk).

Meanwhile, trust

officials have been left angered and

disappointed by moves from the plc

administrators to seize four wedding

deposits and advance ticket sales

money from 312 customers. It was

understood that £30,000 of customer

money placed in a client trust

account will have to go to creditors as

part of insolvency proceedings, and

legal advice was being sought.

The trust’s Phil Freeth said: “We

took insolvency advice and were told

that putting the money in the trust

would protect it. It is an outrageous

decision.”

Clwyd South Assembly Member

Ken Skates has called on theWelsh

Government’s economyminister

Vaughan Gething to help the railway.

Mr Skates said that, during a visit to

Llangollen in April, First Minister Mark

Drakeford said he wanted to work

with local people to come up with

a plan to be part of the help they

will need to get the railway back up

and running.

The sole operational steam

locomotive available at Llangollen

is Nick Gilbert’s GWR 2-8-0 No. 3802,

which has undergone running-

in trials following a complete

mechanical overhaul to the running

gear and the certification of the

boiler following a steam test. It last

ran in 2020.

The trust’s Kitson 0-6-0ST No. 5459

of 1932 Austin 1 is now on hire to

the Somerset & Dorset Railway

Heritage Trust at Midsomer Norton.

The hulk of ex-Barry GWR 4-6-0

No. 5952 CoganHall, owned by the

6880 Betton Grange Society, is being

relocated to Tyseley Locomotive

Works, beginning with the tender in

late June. It will be dismantled and

parts used to form the new tender

for Betton Grange and eventually the

tender for CoganHall.

Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0T No. 1731

of 1942 Jennifer has gone to the Aln

Valley Railway and Barclay 0-6-0T

No. 1338 of 1913 NCBWest Ayr

No. 17, has been reassembled and

will be completed at the Gwili

Railway. Privately-owned blue RB

coach No. 1697 went to Buckfastleigh

for use on the South Devon Railway.
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“We are looking to
restart a limited service
between Llangollen
and Berwyn on Friday,
July 16. However, if the
Dee bridge works are
completed on time
and the permanent
way is signed off, we
will bring this forward

to Friday, July 9.”
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ELR announces
final running
dates for Union
of South Africa
LNERA4No.60009UnionofSouthAfrica is tobowoutof

trafficat theEastLancashireRailway inJanuary following

anappearanceat the line’sOctobergala.

The streamlined Gresley Pacific’s boiler certificate

expires in 2022, and owner John Cameron then

plans to place it on permanent static display at his

farm in Fife alongside his other LNER engine, K4

No. 61994 TheGreatMarquess.

The ELR has announced a four-day farewell

event for the popular ‘No. 9’ fromDecember 31

to January 3, and it will also be the star attraction

at the railway's Autumn SteamGala onOctober

15-17, running alongside other locomotives from

the resident fleet. It is due to be rostered for service

trains on July 24/25, August 11-15 and September

1/2, andwill also haul dining trains on July 24,

August 11-14, September 1/2, October 15 and

December 10/11. Tickets can be booked online at

thewebsite www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk

Fund launched to safeguard futureofGreatCentral Railway (Nottingham)
ByRobinJones

ANEWfundtohelpraise£5million

toreopentheGreatCentralRailway

(Nottingham)anddevelop itas

oneof itscounty’s leadingheritage

attractionshasbeen launched.

The Forward Fundaims toprovide

newvisitor facilities, including anew

stationbuilding at theNottingham

TransportHeritageCentre in

Ruddington.

Itwill also raisemoney toupgrade

tracks andbridges on thenine-mile

GCR(N), including the complete

overhaul of Bridge326,which

carries it over theA60 roadon the

outskirts of Loughborough.

Last September theOffice of Rail

andRoadorderedall rail traffic over

thebridge tobehaltedbecauseof

its poor state of repair,meaning

that freight trains serving theBritish

Gypsumplant at East Leakehave

had tobe stopped.

When thenewbridge is installed

theywill restart, taking lorries off the

roadandensuring theheritage line

can serve the community.

Future potential
Bridge307overBunnyLaneatEast

Leake isalsocurrentlyclosedto

rail trafficandrequiresadetailed

structural investigationtoestablish

whatneedstobedonetobring itback

uptooperational standard,while

Bridge312atEastLeakestation is

alsosaidtobe inneedofwork inthe

near future.

Ruth Edwards, theMP for

Rushcliffe,who is alsopatronof

the EastMidlandsRailwayTrust, a

registered charity andowner of the

GCR(N) and the centre,was invited

asguest of honour for the launchof

The Forward Fundat Ruddington

on July 9.

EastMidlandsRailwayTrust

chairmanDavidRae said:“TheGCR

and theNottinghamTransport

HeritageCentrehavegreat potential

as a heritage and leisure amenity for

the area, but too fewpeople know

about them.

“The125-year-old railway

linewas starvedof investment

from the1960s andneedsmajor

renewals.The area is seeingmajor

housebuilding anddevelopment

fromEast Leakenorthpast the

Fairhamdevelopment onGotham

Moor, andnewhomes around

Ruddington.Weaim to rise to the

challengeandoffer people in this

busy area agreat experience at the

heritage centre and in futureon

the rail line.There is a once-only

opportunity tomake this happen,

and closepartnershipswith the

councils and communities along the

route are essential.”

Reunification
TheGCR(N)willultimatelybe

reconnectedwiththeGCR,creating

an18-mileheritagerailway linking

theoutskirtsofNottinghamand

Leicester.TheseparateReunification

project is raisingmoneytoprovide

newinfrastructure takingtheGCRat

LoughboroughCentral to thenew

bridgewhichhasbeen installedover

theMidlandMainLine.Followingthe

successof its‘MoneyMatchMarch’

appeal,whichraisednearly£300,000

inamonth, itnowhasathirdof the

financetobuild the‘FactoryFlyover’to

carry the linepast industrialpremises

tothenewbridge.

David said:“Tobe‘Reunification

Ready,’thenorthern section

needsmajor investment to keep

itsmassive viaducts, bridges and

tunnel in goodorder.The Forward

Fund is a keypart of theplan to

achieve this; theA60bridgework is

the first stage.”

He said itwasplanned to raise the

£5million fromavariety of funding

sources,withTheForward Fund

makingamajor contribution.

Bridge326,which takes theGreatCentral Railway (Nottingham)over thebusy

A60at Loughborough,needsmajor refurbishment–possibly anewspan

structure–before it can carry trainsagain. EMRT

The firstwheels for theGCRClass 2

No. 567Project arenowondisplayat

theNottinghamTransportHeritage

Centre inRuddington. The two

bogiewheelsets for the4-4-0were

completedbyCMSCepcor,which

machined theaxles,wheels and

pressed thewheels toaxles and the

tyres towheels.

ANTHONYHORROCKSTAYLOR/567

PROJECT

The chimewhistleofA4No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaannounces theGresleyPacific’s departure from

Ramsbottomstationat theEast LancashireRailwayon June4. EDDIE BOBROWSKI
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Familygathering: TheBrentor clanat theSpaValleyRailway’s TunbridgeWells

West stationon June26withBattleofBritainNo. 34053SirKeithPark in its

temporaryguiseasNo.34095Brentor. From left: Phill Brentor’s daughterDevon,

sonTarran, daughterKess, sister Jane, Phill, fiancéeBetty, sonAdric, andhiswife

Jen.DARRYL CURCHER PHOTOGRAPHY

Cab ride: Phill (right) and Jane share the footplateofNo. 34053SirKeithPark

with firemanRichardBurrell on June26,when theBulleidPacificwas runningas

No. 34095Brentor.DARRYL CURCHER PHOTOGRAPHY

AblueandgreyMk.1 coach in the formationadds to the1967 lookas the recreatedNo. 34095BrentorapproachesPokeHill FarmCrossingon theSpaValleyRailway

withanevening fishandchip trainon June26.Bringingup the rear is Class 31dieselNo. 31430SisterDora. TOBY JENNINGS

Emotions and gratitude as Sir
Keith Park changes identity
for Brentor family gathering
ByGeoffCourtney

EMOTIONS ranhighandgratitude

flowed inabundanceas theBrentor

familyadmired theSouthernRailway

BulleidPacific simmering in theplatform

at theSpaValleyRailway’sTunbridge

WellsWest stationonJune26.

The locomotive was Battle of Britain

No. 34053 Sir Keith Park, but for the

weekend it was transformed intoWest

Country No. 34095, complete with

the appropriate Brentor nameplate,

West Country class scroll, smokebox

numberplate, Eastleigh shedplate,

and renumbered cabsides.

Phill Brentor, who joined BR as

a shunter at Eastleigh in 1988 and

became a driver of Southern electrics

out of Guildford before retirement,

was responsible for the identity

change.

The 64-year-old explained how his

father’s family namewasMarkovitch,

but his dad wanted amore English

name and changed it by deed

poll to Brentor after visiting the

Devon village.

Replica plates
Phill,who lives inPeterborough,and

his sister Janeeachhave replicaBrentor

nameplatesmadebyNewtonReplicas

andWestCountryClass scrolls,while

Phill alsohasa replica34095smokebox

numberplateandEastleigh71A

shedplate, theengine’s lastdepot.

“I am getting remarried, and with

Sir Keith Park on the SpaValley, my

future wife Betty and I thought we

couldmarry in TunbridgeWells, have

the reception at the railway and travel

on a train headed by No. 34053 in the

identity of 34095 Brentor,”explained

Phill.

The railway’s commercial manager,

Jonnie Pay, readily agreed – but the

Covid pandemic put paid to the

marriage taking place in Tunbridge

Wells on the planned date due to a

backlog of postponedweddings.

“My son Adric and his wife Jen were

flying to the UK from Alaska, where

they live, to join us on the day, so we

decided to go ahead anyway,”said

Phill.

Jonnie agreed to carry on with the

gathering and locomotive’s change

of identity, and over the weekend

of June 26/27, Phill and Betty were

joined at TunbridgeWellsWest by

Phill’s sister Jane, Adric and Jen, his

sonTarran, and daughters Kess and

Devon, with her fiancé Daniel.

“It was unbelievable and surreal

being on a train pulled by the

locomotive as 34095 and carrying

Jane’s andmy Brentor nameplates,”

said a delighted Phill. “The railway did

a wonderful job and treated us like

royalty, so a huge thank-you to Jonnie

and everyone.”

As the gathering prepared to leave

on June 27, the Pacific set off light

engine to return to the railway’s

nearby shed.“As it did so the wheels

slipped on the greasy rails, which

those Bulleid Pacifics were prone

to do,”said Phill. “It was almost as if

the engine was saying au revoir –

goodbye until wemeet again.”

Vows renewed
Another reason forgoingaheaddespite

thepostponementof theweddingwas

thatAdricandJenhadplannedto renew

their vowsontheplatformduring their

visit to theUK,whichcoincidedwith

their tenthweddinganniversary.This too

wentahead,onJune28, althoughnot

atTunbridgeWellsWestbuton the top

of the1082fthighBrentTor itself, on the

edgeofDartmoor.

Reflecting on that, and the weekend

on the railway, Phill said: “It was a very

emotional time all round.”
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Cholsey &Wallingford
‘steps up a league’ with
Brunel canopy opening

GWRpedigree fromthe topdown:Visitingpannier tankNo. 4612 steams

beneathWallingford’sBrunel canopy tobreak the ribbonat theofficial opening

ceremony.DR TONY STEAD

Left:Network

Rail chairman

Sir PeterHendy

officially

opened the

canopy.

DR TONY STEAD

Right: TV

presenter Tim

Dunn.

DR TONY STEAD

WD2-10-0No. 3672DameVeraLynn

awaitingmovement intoDeviation

shedatGrosmonton June23. Its

smokebox, front tubeplateandboiler

tubeshavealreadybeen removed

inpreparation for its forthcoming

overhaul. IAN FOOT

ByRobinJones

THECholsey&WallingfordRailway’s

newshowpieceterminuscanopy–

originallyerectedatMaidenhead inthe

daysofBrunel’sGWRbroadgauge–has

beenofficiallyopenedbyNetworkRail

chairmanSirPeterHendy.

The ceremony atWallingford on

June 25 sawTV presenter TimDunn

unveil the information boards, with

GWR pannier No. 4612 on loan from

the Bodmin &Wenford Railway taking

guests beneath the canopy.

The late SirWilliamMcAlpine, then

chairman of the Railway Heritage

Trust, was particularly keen to see this

Victorian structure restored, and it was

fitting that Lady JudyMcAlpinewas

present to see the finished structure.

She said:“SirWilliamwas very

interested… I recall only toowell his

fury when it was found to be cut up!

“We came to have a look at progress

shortly before hewent into hospital,

and I would love him to know it is now

up and looking beautiful.”

After conversion frombroad to

standard gauge, the overarching

canopy protectedMaidenhead’s

platform 5 and the horizontal

extension platform 4.

It arrived atWallingford in late 2014

and had been extensively damaged

during removal – at least one of each

spandrel typewas broken, only three

of the four columnswere useable, and

many cast components were broken

ormissing. Thewooden panels had

been cut with a chainsaw and some

sections weremissing.

Very few of the original dagger

boards survived, although enough

of the graduated originals from

the end section survived tomake

measurements to recreate the correct

curvature. No dagger boards from the

horizontal extension survived and so

several photographs were analysed

to ensure both the pattern and length

were correct.

Photographs were also used to gain

a better knowledge of the position

and design of the adjustable tie bars

across the roof that supported the

horizontal extension.

Paintmatched

Paintscrapingsweretakenfrom

numerous locations fromthewoodand

castmetalandanalysedbymicroscopy

– inplaces therewereat least34coats

ofpaint!

The colour was decided on after

consultation with known GWR

experts, referencing black-and-white

photographs from the early 20th

century, and so GWR Stone 1 and 3

have been used extensively.

Restored and rebuilt, the canopy

now covers two standard gauge

tracks with the ornate columns at the

rear of a platform and the horizontal

extension protecting a Cambrian

Railways coach body that serves as

amuseum, and it has been placed

so it appears to be standing at a

bay platform.

CWR chairmanDrTony Stead

thanked the Railway HeritageTrust for

the substantial grant that allowed the

canopy to be restored and erected.

TenderofMoorsline’sWD2-10-0DameVeraLynnprepared foroverhaul
WORK tooverhaul the tenderofWD

2-10-0No. 3672DameVeraLynn is

underwayat theNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailway.

As this issuewent to press, the

tender of the 1944-built North

British locomotivewas being

prepared at Grosmont shed for

haulage by rail to NewBridge

yard near Pickering, fromwhere

it would be dispatched by road to

Riley & Son (E) Ltd of Heywood for a

contract overhaul.

A date for themovewas not

confirmed, but it was possible that

it could take place in conjunction

with the roadmovement of

another NYMR-based locomotive

– theNorth Eastern Locomotive

PreservationGroup’s J27 0-6-0

No. 65894 – to theNorthTyneside

Railway for the latter’s 30th

anniversary gala on July 9-11.

Initial repairs were needed to

ensure that No. 3672’s tenderwas

watertight. It would have to be at

least partially filledwithwater to

be safelymoved, butwas corroded

and leaking after the locomotive’s

lengthy period in open storage. A

new tender tankwill be fitted as

part of the overhaul.

The design of the spring gear on

the 5000-gallon Austerity tenders

makes themprone to derailment

when empty or nearly so. This issue

was sowell-known in BR days that

WD2-8-0s being sent to Crewe

Works fromCrewe South shed had

their tenders filled for the journey

of littlemore than twomiles.

Preservation-era tests with the

Keighley &WorthValley Railway’s

example, No. 90733, established

that 2000 gallons is the safe

minimum level for operation.

Last steamed in November 1998

after becoming the first steam

locomotive to reach 100,000miles

in preservation,DameVera Lynn

is to be overhauled at Grosmont

with the aimof returning it to

service in 2024/25, tomark the

80th anniversaries of both its

construction andVEDay.

An appeal has raised £175,000 of

the estimated £600,000-plus cost.

!Formoredetails of theproject and

howyoucanhelp theappeal, see

pages50-56.

With his interest in railway

architecture, TimDunn spoke of the

importance of preserving the best

features of railway architecture, and

Sir Peter expressed his satisfaction

in seeing an important part of the

Victorian railways preserved for all to

enjoy.“This ceremony is also a tribute

to the efforts of the CWR volunteers

for themany improvements to the

railway over the last 18months.With

the other developments planned, it

bodes well for its future,”he said.

CWR presidentMark Hopwood

said the canopy looked a lot better

now than at any time in the period

when hewas areamanager with

Maidenhead part of his territory.

Vice-president Lord Bradshaw,

who toowas an areamanager with

responsibility for Maidenhead, said:

“Thework you have done on the

canopy and new station is truly

amazing and you havemoved

up awhole league in the railway

preservationworld.”

Grosmont shed fitterAndrewJeffrey

checking theaxleboxeson the tender

ofWD2-10-0No. 3672DameVera

Lynnon June23 inpreparation for

itsmove to IanRiley’sworks for a

contract overhaul. IAN FOOT
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Two industrials join Cholsey &Wallingford steam fleet

In 2013,Swanscombewas repainted intoMetropolitan

Railway colours tomasqueradeas ‘Brill No. 1’,withmatching

Met coaches.KEITH LOBLEY

Cholsey-boundSentinel vertical-boilered

locomotiveNo. 11.KEITH LOBLEY

Russian coal lands in Britain as new
environmental legislation comes in
ACONSIGNMENTof5000 tonnesof

Russiancoalhasbeenshipped into the

UK forusebysteamrailways.

Imported and distributed by Roy

Hatfield Ltd of Rotherham, the lump

coal arrived at Hull Docks in early

June following successful trials of an

earlier 300-tonne batch at the North

Yorkshire Moors, SevernValley, Isle of

Wight, Talyllyn and Keighley &Worth

Valley railways in December.

It is hoped it will provide a secure

supply of fuel for heritage lines in the

short term, while successful trials of

biocoal at the Bure Valley Railway in

June (see page 19) have offered hope

that a sustainable alternative with

significantly lower emissions can be

developed in the longer term.

It follows new legislation which

came into force onMay 1, restricting

the sale of bagged traditional

house coal andwet wood, while a

new Environment Bill was passing

through Parliament.

Domesticmines close

Althoughcoal is still continually

imported foruseby industries suchas

powergeneration, steel andcement

making, it is ingranular formand

unsuitable foruse in locomotives.

Domestic coal production in the UK

is expected to cease next year with

the anticipated closure of Ffos-y-Fran

opencast mine in SouthWales.

One of Britain’s biggest remaining

mining firms, the Banks Group,

closed its Bradley, Brenkley Lane and

Shotton opencast sites last year, and

its planning applications for new

mines in the North East have been

rejected.

Another major player in the

industry, Hargreaves, pulled out

of coal mining in July last year,

prompting the closure of its opencast

sites in Fieldhouse, County Durham,

and House ofWater, Ayrshire.

Hartingtonmine in Derbyshire also

closed in September, while the Nant

Helen Extensionmine in SouthWales

is expected to shut this December,

according to anti-coal campaign

group the Coal Action Network.

This and the closure of Ffos-y-

Fran will leave only freeminers in

the Forest of Dean extracting just

2500 tonnes per year by 2025; the

annual consumption by the heritage

industry is 35,000 tonnes. Because

the impact of the

pandemic reduced

consumption in

2020, stocks of fuel

from Britishmines

are expected to last

into 2022.

Regarding the

new Russian coal, Steve Oates, CEO

of the Heritage Railway Association,

described Roy Hatfield Ltd as

“happy, indeed keen, to work with

heritage steam.”

Asked whether supplies could be

affected by the current diplomatic

tensions between the UK and Russia

following the incident involving HMS

Defender in the Black Sea on June 23,

he said: “Yes, it’s possible – and it is

being watched for any commercial

impact. It’s felt unlikely to affect

physical supplies, but it could affect

price. In essence, this is perhaps

already demonstrating what the

HRA has been saying for somewhile;

that once there is nomore UK coal

and we’re relying on imports, we are

subject to global markets and prices,

and all the accompanying influences

on thosemarkets!”

Governmentmeasures

Newlegislationwhichcame into force

onMay1made it illegal to sellbagged

traditionalhousecoalorwetwood in

quantitiesof less than25kg.Thiswas

partofmeasuresby theGovernment

to reduceairpollution, includinganew

EnvironmentBillwhichwaspassing

throughtheHouseofLordsas this issue

went topress.

The Environment Bill

aims to set new targets

to reduce emissions

of particulatematter,

imposes financial

penalties for emissions

from buildings, boilers

or industrial plants

“to which a smoke control order

in England applies”, andmakes it

an offence to“acquire in England

any controlled solid fuel for use in

a building, fireplace, fixed boiler or

industrial plant to which such an

order applies.”

Thanks to lobbying on behalf of

the heritage industry, an exemption

clause was put forward to ensure the

use of coal by steam railways, and

other historic transport and buildings,

is not affected.

Lord Faulkner ofWorcester,

president of the HRA and

vice-president of the All-Party

Parliamentary Group for Heritage

Rail, tabled an amendment to the bill

which stated: “For the avoidance of

doubt, this act has no application to

the emission of smoke from (a) the

chimney of a railway locomotive, the

chimney of a road vehicle or portable

or stationary engine, the funnel of a

vessel regarding which the emission

of the smoke is an intrinsic feature

of the functioning of themotive

power concerned and in respect of

which suchmotive power has been

preserved, restored or recreated for

heritage purposes; (b) the chimney of

an historic building or the chimney or

other outlet of a museum intended to

portray themeans of internal heating

of the rooms in such building or

museum or facilities for the cooking

of food or the provision of other

services therein.”

Lord Faulkner is a member of the

Heritage Fuels Alliance, which also

includes the Steamboat Association

(of which Lord Forsyth is president)

and the National Traction Engine

Trust. “We’re not just talking about

railways – we’re working together

in everybody’s interests,”said

Steve Oates.

The 25kg restriction on sales of

bagged coal could affect traction

engines, which rely on such fuel.

However, Steve added that Roy

Hatfield Ltd is“currently talking

through how to solve that for the

road steammarket.”

“We’re working
together in
everybody’s
interests.”

TWOsteamlocomotives thathavebeenat the

BuckinghamshireRailwayCentre formorethan50years

aremovingtotheCholsey&WallingfordRailway for

testingandevaluationonthe21/2-mile line.

With the impending infrastructure works for HS2

due to block off access to and exit from the Down

yard at Quainton, it was decide tomove the pair

before theywere‘trapped’.

Andrew Barclay 0-4-0ST No. 699 of 1891

Swanscombe is the oldest surviving Andrew Barclay

in theworld. Delivered new to Northfleet Coal &

Ballast at Swanscombe in Kent where it worked

until 1913, it was then transferred toWest Thurrock

to work in the new quarries andwharves as the

property of Thurrock Chalk andWhiting. From 1965

it was storaged at sidings at Skimpot Lane, Luton,

until moving to Quainton Road in 1969. It was

steamed on several occasions for BBC Playschool in

the 1970s, but was left out of use formore than 20

years until restoration commenced in 1999.

In 2002 it was driven by Prince Richard, Duke

of Gloucester, as part of the formal opening

ceremonies of the former Oxford Rewley Road

station, which had been relocated to Quainton.

Swanscombe appeared in an episode ofMidsomer

Murders, filmed at Quainton under the episode title

‘ThingsThat Go Bump in the Night’.

Sentinel 4wVBTGNo. 9366 of 1945was delivered

new in January 1946 toTottenhamGasWorks, where

it received the number 11 andworked regularly but

was little used after 1965. It moved to Quainton in

1970where its overhaul proceeded rapidly and it

steamed again inmid-1971, andwas later repainted

into its original dark red livery.

At Cholsey, No. 11 will rejoin sister Sentinel

No. 6515 of 1926 Isebrook, whichwas originally a

GWR engine and later worked for the LMS before it

was sold into the private sector in 1934.
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WHENtheplannedstarguestengine

for its June25-28RailwayRallywas

unavailable, theEmbsay&BoltonAbbey

SteamRailwayturnedtotheopposite

endof thecountry.

Caledonian Railway 0-4-4T No. 419

was booked tomake the journey from

the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway for the

event but just three days beforehand,

the EBASR learned it had failed and

would be unable to attend.

A replacement was found in

the form of LBSCR ‘Terrier’0-6-0T

No. 2678 Knowle, which was diverted

from its roadmovement home to the

Kent & East Sussex Railway following

its appearance at the Isle ofWight

Steam Railway’s 50th anniversary

gala (see pages 20/21).

Having been delayed by a problem

with theWightlink ferry, the

Stroudley A1X arrived at Embsay at

about 8pm on the Thursday – hours

before its first rostered turn.

The second guest was returning

toYorkshire for the first time in

more than 80 years – Hawthorn

Leslie 0-4-0ST No. 2 (Works No. 2859

of 1911), built new for the nearby

Keighley gasworks but sold in

about 1940 to theMinistry of

Supply and sent to Dumfries Royal

Ordnance Factory at Drungans,

Kirkcudbrightshire. Having later

worked for ICI and Nobels Explosives,

it is now based at theTanfield Railway.

Already based inYorkshire but

travelling thewidth of the county

to reach Embsaywas the third

visitor – Belgian Cockerill steam tram

No. 8‘Lucie’, owned by NorthYorkshire

Moors Railway traction and rolling

stockmanager Paul Middleton.

The trio were in action alongside

resident Hunslet 0-6-0STWorks

No. 2705 of 1945 Beatrice and NER

autocar No. 3170, as well as the line’s

vintage carriages.

John Beesley, an EBASR director

and owner of Beatrice, described it as

“a rip-roaringweekend”for everyone

involved.

“Wewere very luckywith the

weather,”he said.

“It was nicely in our favour –

whether youwere photographing,

operating the locos or riding. There

was a great atmosphere.”

He praised‘Lucie’ in particular: “It

comfortably handled our gradients

and cheerfully kept to the timetable –

it seemed verymuch at home.”

Avariedgala line-up if ever therewasone: Cockerill 0-4-0VBT tramengineNo. 8,HawthornLeslie 0-4-0STNo. 2, LBSCR

‘Terrier’No. 2678andHunslet 0-6-0STBeatrice raise steamatEmbsayon June26.ROBERT FALCONER

Indiana Jones and the
Nazi BR Standard 9F!
THENorthYorkshireMoors Railway

has just beenusedbyHollywood for

a secondmajor blockbuster this year,

with scenes for thenew Indiana Jones 5

movie – starringHarrison Ford– filmed

on the line in early June, as predicated

in issue280.

Nobody at the NYMR was prepared

to comment due to contractual

obligations, but it is speculated that

the plot features a daring escape

from a Nazi prison camp. The Nazi

regime has featured in previous

Indiana Jones movies.

For the filming, a military train was

created, headed by Crewe, 1957-built

BR Standard 9F 2-10-0 No. 92134

decorated with swastika symbols

and Nazi regalia to make it appear

like a German engine in action in

the previous decade – despite its

distinctive BR era outline.

Props were positioned on wagons

to give the impression of a Nazi

freight train, and several vintage

vehicles were seen parked in a field

near Grosmont. A troop-carrying

truck featured in other Indiana Jones

films was parked near the tracks.

Alongside 78-year-old Ford,

who plays the heroic eponymous

archaeologist, the movie also

stars Fleabag actress Phoebe

Waller-Bridge. Scenes have also

been filmed at Bamburgh Castle

in Northumberland and at the

BRStandard9FNo.92134masqueradingasaGerman locomotiveof the1940s

haulingaNazi goods trainduring filmingof thenew Indiana Jonesmovieon the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway.

Leaderfoot Viaduct in Scotland,

while a motorcycle chase was shot

in Glencoe.

The film, produced by Lucasfilm

Ltd., is the sequel to 2008’s Kingdom

of the Crystal Skull. It is due to be

released byWalt Disney Studios

Motion Pictures on July 29, 2022.

The same stretch of track was used

only a few weeks before by Tom

Cruise for Mission: Impossible 7,

featuring a mock-up Pacific.

‘Terrier’ tank
steps in for
Embsay gala

Wensleydale’s appeal
for‘Pacer’movement
THEWensleydaleRailwayhas launchedapublic

appeal tocover thecostsofbringing itsTyne&

WearPassengerTransportExecutiveClass143

‘Pacer’DMUNo.143623tothe line.Plans to fund

themovebyrunningarailtourwerepreventedby

thepandemicandsomerouterestrictions.Anyone

whodonatesmorethan£20willbe invitedon its

inauguralBedale toScrutonrun.

!Donationsmaybemadeathttps://wensleydale-

railway.co.uk/bring-a-143-to-leeming

NEWGWRGrange4-6-0No. 6880Betton

Grange is set to steamthis autumnafterTyseley

LocomotiveWorkswas commissioned tofinish

thework.

New cabside sheets have beenmade and

workwill focus on the running plates and

splashers, plus painting the boiler and frames.

Themain outstanding task is the superheater

assembly, with pipework and cab fittings

taking shape.More labourwill be directed from

late summer, with a concerted effortmade to

get it across the line“sometime in the autumn.”

No. 6880will be steamed for the first time

behind closed doors for donors and supporters

beforemoving to a heritage line for running-in.

A hired tenderwill be pairedwith No. 6880

while volunteers construct a newone using a

recently-acquired tender chassis.

The project is currently appealing for funds to

build a replica Collett 3500 example for use on

themain line.

!Would-be donors are invited to visit the

websitewww.6880.co.uk to find outmore

about getting involved.

New-buildGrange is set for autumnsteaming
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‘Forgotten Standard’ is back on wheels
after over 30 years in the wilderness
BRSTANDARD4MT2-6-0No.76077has

beenre-wheeled inthe latestmilestone

of its restorationfromBarryscrapyard

condition for theGloucestershire

WarwickshireRailway.

The locomotive’s 5ft 3in-diameter

drivingwheels and the front pony

truckwere placed back under its

frames at LocomotiveMaintenance

Services of Loughborough on June 17.

Described as“a well-planned

and slick operation”, the jobwas

completed in just 90minutes.

It is the first time that No. 76077’s

frames have been on thewheels in

more than 30 years. Ian Crowder,

marketing director of its owning

group, Toddington Standard

Locomotive Ltd, called it“quite an

emotional moment”.

Referred to as‘the forgotten

Standard’, the enginewas rescued

fromDaiWoodham’s scrapyard by

Chris Hinton and brought to the G/WR

in 1987. Some initial restorationwork

was carried out, but it spentmost of

the next three decades in storage as a

kit of parts.

Chris Hinton transferred ownership

of the engine toTSLL, formed by a

group of G/WRmembers, in 2017,

with restoration starting at LMS two

years later. Since then, volunteers

and LMS staff have fully restored the

frames, with a new rear dragbox,

bufferbeams and buffers, and

completely rebuilt the pony truck

which had suffered damage in a

suspected derailment during the

engine’s BR service. Thewheelsets

were overhauled at the South

Devon Railway.

The next steps to complete the

locomotive’s bottom half will be the

machining of the valve and cylinder

bores, assembly of themotion and

brake gear, and fitting of the cab and

smokebox. A new door and chimney

for the latter have already been

delivered.

The 4MT’s boiler, which remains at

Toddington, will be professionally

inspected later this year to assess the

work required for its overhaul.

Shares in the locomotive

are available to purchase and

components can be sponsored, with

details at www.standard76077.com

Ian said:“Providedwe continue to

attract investors, it’s not unrealistic to

expect that the enginewill be running

in about five years.”

It will be the last of the four

surviving Standard 4 2-6-0s to return

to steam, all having been rescued

from Barry. The others – all currently

operational – are No. 76017 at the

Mid-Hants Railway, No. 76079 at

the NorthYorkshireMoors Railway,

and No. 76084 at the North Norfolk

Railway. A fifth example, No. 76080,

reached Barry but was cut up in 1972.

THERailTrolleyTrusthas

obtaineda secondhome for its

growingcollection.

It has signed an agreement

with theTanatValley Light

Railway at Nantmawr, Oswestry,

andwill move part of its stock

there over the comingmonths.

The items therewill be

referred to asThe Rail Trolley

Trust’s Shropshire Collection.

The trust will maintain its

working relationshipwith the

Chasewater Railway and the

items therewill becomeThe

Rail TrolleyTrust’s Staffordshire

Collection.

The trust has obtained

RobelType 56.27 Inspection

Trolley No. 56.27-10AG36 of

1983 fromRMS Locotec. The

most recent use of the trolley

was atMeldonQuarry on the

Dartmoor Railway.

Secondhome
for trust’s large
stock collection The framesof ex-

Barry scrapyardBR

4MT2-6-0No. 76077

about tobe lowered

onto thewheels

at Locomotive

Maintenance

Servicesof

Loughboroughon

June17.

IAN CROWDER

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Safety& Standards Board for
heritage railways next year
ADEDICATEDRailSafety&Standards

Board forpreserved linesbeingsetup

bytheHeritageRailwayAssociation is

expectedtobeactivenextyear.

The preservation trade body is

planning to create awholly owned

subsidiary company to take on the

roles of producing a common set

of safety standards, guidance and

competencies for steam railways,

andmonitoring the sector’s

safety performance.

It will also be responsible for

discussing safety issues and

publishing urgent safety information,

and assisting railways in setting up

and auditing safetymanagement

systems.

HRA CEO Steve Oates said:“We’ve

got the scope of what the boardwill

look like, andwe’re expecting it to be

operable by August or September

next year.”

It was first proposed following

concerns raised in late 2019 about

a rise in the number of incidents

reported on preserved lines, and

the realisation that the heritage

sector is now the only part of the

railway industry without a safety and

standards board.

At that time, Steve described it as a

proactivemove, saying:“Every other

safety and standards board has been

set up following somemajor incident.

Thankfully, we haven’t had one – but

we realised that as a responsible

sector, we need tomove up a gear.”

He cited the example of the

Sandilands tram derailment of

November 2016, which prompted

the establishment of such a board for

the tramway industry.

Funding discussed
Drawn up in conjunctionwith the

Office of Rail and Road, a scoping

document and business plan for

the new heritage body has been

approved by the HRA board.

Discussions are now taking place

with the Department for Culture,

Media & Sport and the Department for

Transport about how the organisation

can be funded.

Steve explained:“Thewaywe and

the ORR have approached it is that

we’re part of the heritage sector and

visitor economy, which sits firmly

under the DCMS.

“However, in themajority of cases,

we’re also defined as bona fide public

transport and regulated by the ORR,

which comes directly under the DfT.

“In our discussions with the DCMS,

they have taken that on board, but I

can’t saymuchmore at themoment.

Wewill also be looking for some seed

funding from the heritagemovement.”

It is envisaged that the boardwill

consist of a small number of full-time

staff, but with a large proportion of

its work to be undertaken by outside

experts, and that it will cost an

estimated £500,000 to £600,000 a year

to run.

Meanwhile, a similar, but separate,

plan by the HRA to create a code of

practice formaintaining carriages has

been delayed by the impact of the

Covid-19 pandemic.

The Carriages Code of Practice is

being drawn up by NorthYorkshire

Moors Railway traction and rolling

stockmanager Paul Middleton and

the East Lancashire Railway’s head

of traction and rolling stock, Lee

Kenny. It will provide guidelines and

recommendations on subjects such as

fitness-to-run examinations, and the

intervals at which items such as the

brake gear should be inspected.

Mk.1s in focus
It was prompted by an incident in

2017 at the South Devon Railway,

when aMk.1 coachwas in service with

one of its toilet floorsmissing.

The code will therefore initially

focus on the 1950s BR stock, but will

later be extended to cover wooden-

bodied and narrow gauge vehicles.

However, said Steve:“Leewas

furloughed, alongwith two or three

other people whowere going to

assist, andwhile Paul was one of the

few staff still active at the NYMR, he

had enough other work to do.

“We’re regretful that we haven’t

been able to progress it, but wewere

relying on a few talented guys who

were keen to take it on.

“We do need to pick it up again,

butmost of the HRA’s efforts have

been concentrated on the safety and

standards board.”
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New Corris engine turns its wheels for first time
AMAJOR landmark in thebuilding

ofnewCorris RailwayFalcon0-4-2ST

No. 10was reached in late Junewhen

itswheels andmotionmoved for the

first time, using compressedair and

some temporarypipework fittings at

theworkshopsofAlanKeef Ltdnear

Ross-on-Wye.

The locomotive has already had its

boiler constructed by Israel Newton.

Other components constructed

or ready for finishing include the

smokebox and its fittings, buffers

and chimney. Volunteer input to

the project has also included work

on brake gear components and the

trailing truck.

Cab components have been

produced but more parts, including

cab fittings, many of them expensive,

need to be bought.

No. 10 is a 21st century evocation

of a trio of engines built in 1878 at

the FalconWorks in Loughborough,

one of them now No. 3 Sir Haydn on

the Talyllyn Railway.

The new build will differ from

the originals in some respects,

most notably a higher cab to

accommodate drivers and firemen

who are taller than their Victorian

predecessors.

The target for the completion of

the locomotive, subject to continued

successful fundraising, is September

2022, when it is planned to appear as

the centrepiece of a charity open day

at the workshops of Alan Keef Ltd.

!Donations for thenewengine

maybemadeviawww.corris.co.uk

Alternatively, cheques, payable to

Corris Railway, canbe sent toPeter

Guest, 38UnderwoodClose, Callow

Hill, RedditchB975YS.

Twocoaches is the
maximumthat
Barclay0-4-0ST
No. 1385of1914
RosythNo.1 can

takeon the climb to
BlaenavonFurnace
Sidingson June19.

JOHN TITLOW

Left: ThewheelsofnewCorris Railway

No.10 turning for the first timeon

June24.CR

Formerlybasedat theMangappsFarmMuseum,Bagnall 0-6-0STNo. 3061of

1954Empress climbs the last fewyards intoBlaenavonFurnaceSidingson June

19. JOHN TITLOW

‘Windcutters’
at work in
South Wales
ARARITYapart fromspecialevents,

two locomotiveswere insteamat the

Pontypool&BlaenavonRailwayon

June19,onebeingforanafternoonand

eveningcharterorganisedbyMartin

Creeseof30742Chartersafter theday’s

servicetrains.

Barclay 0-4-0ST RosythNo. 1was on

the service trains andwith its new

spark arrester struggled to get two

Mk.1 coaches up the 1-in-40 ruling

gradient. It normally has no problems

on the grade.

The charter with five ‘Windcutter’

wagons on loan from the Great

Central Railway and the Shark brake

vanwas hauled by Bagnall 0-6-0ST

Empress. Theweather wasmurky, but

nonetheless a freight train among

IN BRIEF
! THE Association for Industrial

Archaeology has made a £20,000

grant towards the restoration of

Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST No. 1539

of 1924 Derek Crouch at the Nene

Valley Railway. As detailed last

issue, the locomotive is being

restored by the Small Loco Group,

a team of young volunteers, with

the aim of returning it to steam

in 2024 to celebrate its centenary

and the 50th anniversary of it

working the NVR’s first trains in

April 1974.

! TWOmore wagons from the

Somerset & Dorset Railway Trust

collection atWashford have moved

to the Mid-Hants Railway as part of

the group’s enforced move after it

was given notice to quit by theWest

Somerset Railway plc. Appropriately,

both are LSWR vehicles – brake van

No. 54885, and a ventilated van

whose original number is unknown,

but which became Southern Railway

No. 51171 and later No. 304 at the

Royal Naval Armaments Depot,

Bedenham.

! THE Severn Valley Railway

Charitable Trust has raised

more than £160,000 towards its

£425,000 Home & Dry appeal

to carry out essential works to

Bridgnorth LocomotiveWorks, as

highlighted last issue. It is hoped

to begin work in spring 2022.

! THE Corris Railway Society’s

model railway exhibition will return

on the August 28/29 bank holiday

weekend after a year’s absence,

and will be held in a hall at Y Plas,

Machynlleth.

! BLUEBELL Railway-based

B350 Ltd has bought Class 33

D6570 Ashford, which had

been in long-term storage on

the Kent & East Sussex Railway.

Once at the Bluebell, it will

undergo a commissioning

programme to ensure it is

reliable for service, and will

also undergo bodywork

and roofing repairs to make

it weathertight.

! A NEW café has opened its doors

at Heywood station on the East

Lancashire Railway, housed in a

converted BR Mk.1 BG coach. The

Whistlestop Café is run local hair

and beauty salon owner Michelle

Worthingtonand her business

partner Mark Redfern.

! PLANS to renovate the

redundant Grade II*-listed

Ryde tramway pier have been

unveiled as part of the £96.5

million Ryde Gateway Project.

Wightlink has submitted plans

to the Isle of Wight Council to

develop it into a dedicated cycle

and pedestrian walkway. Added

to the pier structure in 1864 to

provide a horse-drawn tramway,

it was taken out of use in 1969.

the colliery slag tips again evoked

memories of times gone by. Social

distancing and safety along the line

were followed and this was one of the

first standard gauge charters to take

place in 2021.
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TheWilliton-basedDiesel&Electric PreservationGroupexpressed

disappointment that theupgrade to theSeawardWaycrossing inMinehead

hasbeendelayed, resulting in lossof services thatwere tohavebeendiesel-

hauled. Class 47No. 47077 (D1661/47613/47840)NorthStarhasnowgoneon

hire to theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway for aminimumof twoyears after

receiving treatment forbodywork corrosion since itswithdrawal fromtraffic

in late2018. It hasbeen reliveried inBRbluewith its first TOPSnumber,which

it carriedwhenallocated toCardiff Canton in the late1970s. TheWSRhasalso

agreed that thegroup’sClass 33swill operate inmultipleonAugust21 tomark

the60thanniversary year. Class35 ‘Hymek’D7018will alsohaul oneof the

BishopsLydeard toDunster and return serviceson July17and31,August14and

September25.DEPG

TheWest SomersetRailwayHeritage

Trusthasappointedvolunteerguard,

booking clerkand travelling ticket

inspectorMikeThompson,whohasa

businessbackgroundwithmore than

30years inaviation leadership roles, as

its newchairman fromthenext annual

generalmeeting.WSRHT

West Somerset launches £1mSOS
appeal – and two galas announced
ByRobinJones

THEWest SomersetRailwayhas

launchedanSOSappeal to its

shareholders, stakeholders and

supporters for £1million to see it

through toMay2022.

It follows theWSR’s two appeals

against the rejection of its

£432,200 second round bid to

the Government’s Department of

Culture, Media and Sport’s Culture

Recovery Fund for Heritage. It

received £864,900 in the first round

last October.

The railway is preparing for an

expected 2021 trading revenue

shortfall for the truncated operating

season, due to fewer trains running

and a reduced capacity resulting

from Covid-19 restrictions, combined

with delays on the completion of the

new £1million SeawardWay level

crossing which has prevented trains

reaching Minehead.

Officials hope to raise much of the

appeal money throughmonthly

donations by members of the

public, from as little as £5. TheWSR

plc board is also actively looking

at launching another share issue

appeal to help raise funds from its

8000-plus existing shareholders or

new subscribers for specific projects

needed on the line.

The plc is also seeking backing from

its supporting charities, theWest

Somerset Railway Association and

theWest Somerset Railway Heritage

Trust, via targeted expenditure.

WSR plc chairman Jonathan Jones-

Pratt said: “Naturally, we are bitterly

disappointed not to have gained

this valuable andmuch-needed

second round of grant support from

the Department of Culture, Media

and Sport.

Emergency fund
“Given thisbadnews,wesimplyhad to

launchanother SOSemergency survival

fundappeal forup to£1million.

“We are still receiving donations

every week because people believe

so strongly in our railway. Longmay

that continue to be the case, and let’s

try to raise the £1 million as soon as

possible – maybemore!”

The delay in Somerset County

Council completing its replacement

of the SeawardWay crossing has

led toWSR services terminating at

Dunster, with weekend passengers

ferried on to Minehead by bus.

Minehead’s MP Ian Liddell-Grainger

demanded a full explanation of a

“farcical” situation which has left the

town without trains this summer.

The railway, which had hoped to

begin using the new crossing in

September, issued a joint statement

with the council which said: “This is a

complex project involving a number

of agencies and equipment suppliers

and it has unfortunately been hit

hard by the Covid crisis. There have

been supply chain issues for some

key parts, andmost of the specialist

rail contractors needed are currently

required by Network Rail for vital

works across the main UK network.

“Initial planning started in 2018 and

the design was completed in 2020.

It was finally approved by the Office

of Rail and Road in February. Despite

the difficulties, it’s anticipated the

crossing will be operational in time

for the festive season.”

Jon also expressed surprise at

an article in the summer edition

ofWSRA Journal which raised the

possibility of selling off the ‘Quantock

Belle’dining train because its ability

to turn a profit has been questioned,

and that money raised from such

a sale could be used elsewhere on

the line.

Gala plans
Jon said:“Thecompany is in theprocess

of finalisinga short-termagreement

with theWSRA for theuseof the set

during the2021 season,primarily

tooffer the full diningexperience to

customerswhobooked in2020and

whoweexpect tocarryon the railway

fromtheendofAugustonwards.

“Once these trips have been

completed, the plc, working in

conjunction with the association, will

undertake a review of the role of the

‘Quantock Belle’on theWSR. There

have been no decisions reached and

it would be premature to reach any

conclusions until the review (which

will cover commercial, operational

andmechanical considerations) has

been completed, well in advance of

the start of the 2022 season.”

Meanwhile, theWSR has

announced amixed traffic gala for

September 17/18, with diesel-only

haulage on the Friday (Class 35

‘Hymek’D7018 and Class 33s D6566

and D6575), a mix of steam (GWR

2-6-2T No. 5199,WSR 2-6-0 No. 9351

and 4-6-0s Nos. 7822 FoxcoteManor

and No. 7828OdneyManor), and

diesel on the Saturday, and then a

steam-only service on the Sunday.

Trains are expected to run between

Bishops Lydeard and Blue Anchor

and Dunster, with a heritage bus

link to Minehead and possibly a few

workings from Bishops Lydeard to

Norton Fitzwarren.

The same steam locomotives

will be rostered for the October

1-3 autumn steam gala, with the

possibility of a guest engine.

Matched fundingmove to completeSwanageRailway’s newcarriage shed
THESwanageRailwayTrusthas

offered tomatchpound-for-pound

donations for a£240,000carriage

shedatHerston.

The trust issued a challenge

whereby it wouldmatch up to

£9210 in the 10 days prior to June

30, aswe closed for press, or sooner

if the £65,000 target allowing

constructionwork to resume

was reached.

Themoneywas needed by

the end of June so that the steel

structure can be ordered, delivered

to the site and constructed during

thewinter of 2021, for the shed to

be completed in 2022.

Work on the shed east of Herston

Halt, on the outskirts of Swanage,

began in January 2020 but stopped

twomonths later due to the first

Covid-19 lockdown.Work resumed

inMay 2021.

So far, £223,580 has been

raised through donations,

which are invited atwww.

swanagerailwaytrust.org/carriage-

shed-appeal
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North York Moors
appoints a new
infrastructure
manager
THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway

hasappointedTimBruceas its new

infrastructuremanager.

Tim joins the NYMR post-retirement

from infrastructure and engineering

specialists Amey, and has more than

40 years’experience of working on

main line railways, the last 20 in

asset management.

He takes overall responsibility for all

aspects of the NYMR’s infrastructure.

Tim has been overseeing a

number of long-term projects

at the NYMR, including the new

carriage stable which opens soon,

and the introduction of controlled

emission toilets.

The next big project is the delivery

and installation of two new bridges

at Goathland next February, as part

of the NYMR’s Yorkshire's Magnificent

Journey Project.

CBE for Chatham dockyard top man
THE former chief executiveof the

ChathamHistoricDockyardTrust

hasbeenawardedaCBE for services

toheritage in theQueen’s Birthday

Honours 2021.

Bill Ferris OBE, DL, held the position

for almost 20 years before retiring in

August 2020.

He said: “The Historic Dockyard

Chatham has become a leader

in the field of heritage-led

regeneration and education within

a superbly restored heritage

environment. To me, CBE can only

stand for one thing – Chatham’s

Brilliant Effort.”

TimBruceat theNYMR’snewcarriage

stable.NYMR

TheLlanelli &MynyddMawrRailwayhasacquired twoClass 143 ‘Pacer’DMUs

following theirwithdrawal frommain line service.No. 143606arrivedon June1

andNo. 143607on June23/24 following their donationbyPorterbrook, joining

Class 142No.142006,whicharrivedonFebruary15 (issue178). TheSouthWales

RailcarGroupwill restore, operateandmaintain the trio at the railway,which is

now in theuniquepositionofbeinghome toboth typesof ‘Pacer’ operated in

SouthWales.No. 142006gavepublic ridesduring thevenue’s first post-pandemic

opendayon June26, anda ‘Pacer’ gala isbeingplanned for Saturday,August28.

Visitwww.llanellirailway.co.uk fordetails. LMMR

TheLynton&LynmouthCliff Railwayhas carriedoff its secondnational accolade

this year.As reported in issue280, itwon theHeritageRailwayAssociation (Large

Groups)Award2021 for its TopWheel installation, andhasnowbeenawarded the

Transport Trust’s covetedRedWheel award for its uniquewater-powerednature.

TheRedWheelwaspresentedby trust chairmanStuartWilkinsonandunveiled

byCounAndreaDavis, ExmoorNational Parkdeputy chairmanandcabinet

member for climate change, environmentand transport, picturedherewith chief

engineerAshleyClarke, at a ceremonyon June9. LLCR

Recalling the branch that served

Heritage Railway’s home town

GreatCentral Railway9N (LNERA5)4-6-2TNo. 69804 leavesWoodhall Spa for

Horncastle, passing the locationof today’sWoodhall SpaCottageMuseum

whichalsohas several railwayexhibits.WILLIAMWOOLHOUSE COLLECTION/

LINCOLNSHIRE COAST LIGHT RAILWAYHISTORIC VEHICLES TRUST

FOLLOWINGthesuccessofa 'virtual

exhibition'whichcommemorated

the50thanniversaryof theclosureof

Lincolnshire’sHorncastlebranch, the

'real'versionis tobestagedonThursdays,

FridaysandSaturdaysfromJuly29to

September24.

Lockdown restrictions prevented

Horncastle History andHeritage

Society fromopening the exhibition

at Easter on the exact closure

anniversary. Instead, the anniversary

was celebrated on the society’s

websitewithmaterial from its

extensive railway archive.

The town’s Joseph Banks Centre

in Bridge Streetwill host the free

exhibition.

Society chairmanDr IanMarshman

said:“Todaymany people don’t

realise Horncastle ever had a railway,

as almost every trace of the station

is gone.We hope this exhibition

will showhow the line changed life

in Horncastle.”

Opened in 1855, the line closed to

passengers in 1954, then to goods on

April 7, 1971. Today,much of the route

forms part of the SpaTrail between

Horncastle andWoodhall Spa.

ANEWsupplier hasbeen found

toprovidea replacementaxle for

new-build LMSPatriotNo. 5551The

UnknownWarrior.

As reported in issue 280, one of

the trailing drivingwheel castings

for the Fowler 5XP 4-6-0will

have to be scrapped because of

cracking, and a new axle is also

needed for the trailing driving

wheelset, the original axle having

been cut through after it proved

impossible to press thewheels

back off the ends.

An 18-month lead timehadbeen

anticipated for a new axle from a

South African supplier, but a new

supplier has nowbeen found, and

will speed up delivery.

The remaining drivingwheels

are also to be shotblasted

and tested for cracks at Riley

& Son (E) Ltd. The locomotive

itself is at theWest Shed on the

Midland Railway – Butterley, the

headquarters of the Princess Royal

Class LocomotiveTrust, themain

contractor for its completion.

Here, the left-hand expansion

link has been refitted and the

inside expansion link removed for

assessment.

Heritage Boiler SteamServices

of Liverpool, which is building

the boiler, has finished fitting

the lateral stays. The next job

will be the completion of the

cast slide bars on the sides of the

firebox (which allow the boiler to

move backwards in the frames

as it expands), followed by the

transverse stays.

Devon engineering contractor

Leaky Finders is constructing

the tender frames, and is about

to start work on the brake shaft

support brackets, handbrake

linkage and support brackets.

Newsupplier found forPatriot axle
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ByGeoffCourtney

CHRISDickerson–acareer railwayman

whowasa leading light in thecountry’s

vibrant railwayanaauctionsceneand

in recentyearsaboardmemberof the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayTrust–

diedunexpectedlyonJune6at theage

of69.

A proud Essex lad, Chris was born

in October 1951. On leaving school

he started a 30-year railway career in

1968 that included posts in the TOPS

office at the vast former Great Eastern

Railway TempleMills marshalling

yard near Stratford and, prior to

retirement in 1998, with Freightliner

in Paddington.

Britannia fan

As shocked family and friends,

railwayana collectors, andmembers

of the NYMR came to terms with the

news of his death, former business

partner BrianMoakes spoke of Chris’s

love of railways and subsequently

railwayana, which he began

collecting in 1970.

“It began with him seeing Britannia

locos at Liverpool Street, and his

interest in the class continued when

he became a railwayana collector and

started buying‘Brit’nameplates and

smokebox numberplates,”said Brian.

“His other area of collecting was

enamel totem station signs, some of

which he bought direct from BR. He

still had his Chapel-en-le-Frith totem

that cost him 10 shillings.”

Brian first met Chris in 1990. “I

responded to an advertisement he

had placed in amagazine selling

railwayana, and as he lived at that

time only threemiles fromme, I

telephoned him for a chat. After this

we travelled together to auctions.

“I discovered he had an enthusiasm

for tickets, and as there were then no

regular auctions specialising in tickets

we decided to start our own, which

we launched as PaddingtonTicket

Auctions in September 1991.

“Due to Chris’s enthusiasm and

optimism this quickly flourished,

and we branched out into London

Transport-themed sales that included

hardware and paperwork as well

as tickets. This further developed in

2000 whenwe joined IanWright, of

Sheffield Railwayana, to carry out his

postal auctions of printed ephemera.”

By this stage the pair’s bandwagon

was at full speed, and they expanded

their interest in railwayana auctions

in 2005 when they bought Sheffield

Railwayana from Ian, which they ran

for seven years before selling it to

Great Central Railwayana in 2012.

Goathland stationmaster

In2014Chris andhiswife Joanna,who

had fivechildren,moved fromBedford

toPickering inNorthYorkshire, andChris

soonbecame involvedwith theNYMR,

oftenasstationmasteratbusyGoathland

andsubsequentlyasa trustee. Joanna

toobecameavolunteer.

“By 2018 the railway was becoming

an important part of Chris’s life and

we sold PaddingtonTickets, also to

Great Central, although his love of

tickets continued through his Old

Railway Tickets website, which thrived

until his sudden loss,”said Brian, who

runs the Paperchase quarterly auction

of transport literature and paperwork.

John Bailey, chairman of the NYMR

Trust, said: “Chris brought a wealth

of experience to the trust board as a

long-service railwayman. Important

though that was, what shone through

was his enthusiasm, commitment

andwillingness to take on tasks

wherever he could help – and always

with an engaging sense of humour.

Fortunately the trustees were able

to recently meet face-to-face to plan

future strategy after months of online

video sessions. As always, Chris was a

significant contributor.

“I shall treasure thememory of our

last meeting and take some comfort

from knowing that, even though he is

no longer with us, his participation in

that event will be a lasting influence

on the railway’s future.

“Great though the railway’s loss

is, it is nothing compared with that

of Joanna and their family, and I am

sure his many friends on the NYMR

will want to join us in sending our

heartfelt condolences to them.”

SimonTurner, boss of GW

Railwayana Auctions who had known

Chris for many years, saw him just

days before he passed away.

“Hearing about his death was a

real shock,”he said. “I occasionally

had business dealings with him, and

found him a genuinely nice guy and

pleasant to deal with.”

Chris’s funeral was held at East

Riding Crematorium, Octon, Driffield,

on June 28.

Sad loss: BRStandard4MTNo. 80136drifts acrossNewBridge level crossingon theNorth

YorkshireMoorsRailwaynearPickeringwith the12.30pm ‘Moorlander’ Pullman train from

Grosmonton June17. The2-6-4T ispassingan impressive trackside floral displayas it slows

in readiness for anexchangeof single-line tokenswitha signalman.Volunteers andstaff

aremourning the sudden lossofChrisDickerson, a trusteeof the railwaywithwhichhewas

actively involved followinghismove fromBedford toPickering in2014.

BARBARA PRINCE

THESwindon&CrickladeRailway is toholda

galaonSeptember12 to commemorate60years

since the closureof theMidland&SouthWestern

JunctionRailway,part ofwhich isnowoccupiedby

theheritage line.

The railway’sVintageWeekend is back on

August 7/8with traction engines, classic

vehicles, livemusic, and a beer tent.

Amilitaryweekendwill be held on September

25/26.

Volunteer Allan Bott said:“Hopefully as

restrictions ease further, we can host bigger

events and have a steadier streamof income.”

Meanwhile, policewere investigating a

suspected arson attackwhich destroyed a

restored box van at Blunsdon early on June 7.

Windows and doors of a nearby carriagewere

also smashed.

Swindon&CrickladeRailwayplansgala tomark60years since line’s closure

Friendsandbusinesspartners: ChrisDickerson (seated) andBrian

Moakes,whose joint ventures includedauctionhousesPaddington

Tickets andSheffieldRailwayana. Chriswasakeen railwayanacollector

himself,witha loveofBritanniaPacifics.

GEOFF COURTNEY

Chris Dickerson’s death stuns NYMR
and railwayana auctionmovement
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LYR ‘Ironclad’ 0-6-0No. 957atHaworthon June11,being repainted into the

green livery itwore for TheRailwayChildren in1970. JOHN SAGAR

Class 14diesel hydraulicD9520 is the latest addition to theMid-NorfolkRailway

fleet.MNR

Star of TheRailway Children
prepares to steamat KWVR
ByTobyJennings

LANCASHIRE&YorkshireRailway

‘Ironclad’No.957 isonthebrinkof

returningtosteam, in timefor the

belatedanniversarycelebrationsof its

starringrole in themovieclassicThe

RailwayChildren.

The BartonWright Class 25 0-6-0 has

been undergoing a 10-yearly overhaul

at its Keighley &WorthValley Railway

home. It had been hoped to have it

back in steam last year for the 50th

anniversary of its appearance as ‘The

Green Dragon’ in the 1970 film, but

the pandemicmeant that any such

events were postponed – although,

as reported last issue, the KWVR has

been used this summer for the filming

of a sequel to the original production,

entitledThe Railway Children Return.

Close to completion
KWVR chairmanMatthew Stroh said:

“We are keeping a close watch on

the changes to the rules andworking

aroundwhenNo. 957will be back in

traffic, but we are hoping to have a

celebratory event in August.”

Mike Curtis is a trustee of the

‘Ironclad’s’owner, the Bowers 957

Trust, and has led the volunteer team

carrying out the overhaul. He told

Heritage Railway in June:“The current

A ‘Teddy Bear’ all of their
own! Couple buy Class 14
MID-NORFOLKRailwaygeneralmanager

GeorgeSavilleandhiscateringmanager

wifeMarie love‘TeddyBears’somuchthat

theyhaveboughtonethemselves.

The proud pair are now the owners

of Class 14 0-6-0DHD9520, whichwas

previously based on the NeneValley

Railway and has nowbeenmoved

to Dereham.

George said:“I learned to drive

a Class 14when I was 21 and have

been involvedwith them for 36 years.

LikewiseMarie has driven them for

many years, and sowhen the chance

came to buy one it was not a difficult

decision for us.

“D9520 is a perfect fit for the railway.

It is dual braked, so can andwill be

used for passenger services, but is also

ideal for shunting andworks trains.”

Class 14 diesels have long had

the nickname of ‘Teddy Bears’. One

explanation of the origin is that

George Cole, the erecting shop

foreman at SwindonWorks where

theywere built, once said:“We’ve built

TheGreat Bear (Churchward’s unique

No. 111whichwas Britain’s first 4-6-2)

– nowwe’re going to build a‘Teddy

Bear’.”

D9520was built by BR in 1964 as one

of a class of 56 designed to replace

tank locomotives on short freight and

shuntingwork. Theywere all originally

allocated to theWestern Region, but

D9520was one of 33 examples briefly

transferred to the Eastern Region at

Hull Dairycoates in 1967/68.

The post-Beeching decline in

short-haul goods traffic meant that

all Class 14s had beenwithdrawn by

the end of 1969. D9520was one of

23 examples bought by Corby-based

Stewarts & LloydsMinerals Ltd, which

plan (subject to change) is to have

the cold boiler exam completed in

early July, followed by steam tests, an

in-steam exam, and running-in during

July or early August.

“Wewill then complete the painting

before it enters traffic, hopefully

sometime before the end of August.”

The engine is receiving the fictional

Great Northern & Southern Railway

green livery it wore for the original

big-screen version 51 years ago –

but will later revert to BR black as

No. 52044.

Mike said:“The locowill continue

in its film livery until the end of the

season. A decision as towhen it takes

up the BR guise will bemade then.”

Recent work on the 1887-built

Beyer Peacockmachine has included

the remetalling of the bushes on

the right-hand coupling rods, fitting

a newmain steampipe elbow, and

realigning two of the tender axlebox

bearings. Steam-heating apparatus

has also been fitted but it is still to be

tested.

The‘Ironclad’was the second steam

locomotive to be privately purchased

from BR for preservation following

Captain Bill Smith’s acquisition of

GNR J52 0-6-0ST No. 68846 from

King’s Cross ‘Top Shed’ in 1959.

L&Y enthusiast Tony Cox bought

No. 52044 from BR inMarch 1960, the

locomotive having beenwithdrawn

the previous year.

Another film credit
Initially keeping it at the Royal

Ordnance Factory at Retford, he

moved it to the KWVR in 1965, and

it returned to steam four years later

for the filming of The Private Life of

Sherlock Holmes.

It saw occasional use at the KWVR

until 1975, its ownership being

transferred to the Bowers 957 Trust

20 years later.

Restored to working order in 2002,

it last ran in January 2013 with the

expiry of its boiler certificate.

subsequently became part of the

British Steel Corporation.

D9520 initially worked at Glendon

Quarries near Kettering before

moving to Corby Quarries and then,

at the closure of quarrying operations,

moving to the CorbyTubeWorks.

In 1981 D9520was sold into

preservation, being initially based at

the NorthYorkshireMoors Railway,

moving towhat was then known as

the Rutland RailwayMuseum (now

Rocks by Rail) in 1984, before finally

arriving atWansford.
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‘Green coal’ proves to be
a winner as Bure Valley
pioneers biofuel trials
ByRobinJones

WITHseriousquestionsbeingasked

about the futureof coal supplies in an

ever-increasingly environmentally-

consciousUKand thedesire for a

carbon-freeworld, theBureValley

Railwayheld themostextensive trials of

bio-coal onaheritage steam line in the

UK todate.

The tests, a cooperation between

members of the Advanced Steam

Traction Trust, the 15in gauge

Norfolk line and the Heritage Railway

Association, took place on June 11

and June 14.

The 10.15am departure to

Wroxham on Friday, June 11 burned

the usualWelsh coal from Ffos-y-fran

as a base comparator under test

conditions. The second round trip

test train departed Aylsham around

2pm and burned Homefire Ecoal50.

The following Monday saw

locomotives fired with Briteflame and

Homefire Ovals. All three products

are from a range of manufactured

The linewith its own‘firebrigade’is righton track
THEriskof tracksidefires indry,hotspellshasalways

presentedachallengetorailwayoperatorsusing

steamlocomotives.However, theaward-winning

DartmouthSteamRailwaytackles theproblemwith

afire trainof itsown!

At about 4pmon June8, a fire engulfed abush

alongside the linewhich,witnesses said, brokeout

seconds after a steam trainpassed.

Smoke from theblaze couldbe seenas far as

GoodringtonSands as it climbed itswayover

Torbay.

The skipper of apleasureboat in thebaywas

among the first to raise the alarm, and fire crews

asked the railway for assistance.

The railway’smanagement responded

immediately, despatching its own fire train to the

affected embankment.

Thediesel shunter-hauled train comprises a

bowsermade froma formerpetrol tanker holding

37,000 litres, plus abrake van. It has aGodivahigh

deliverypumpandwasbuilt in partnershipwith

theDevon&Somerset Fire&Rescue Service.

The fire trainwasdeveloped in 2016andhas

provedhighly successful ever since.The fire

service has requested that it is used in conjunction

with its applianceswhenever possible.

ADSR spokesman said:“As a steam railway

canbeprone to lineside fires,wedo take steps

tomitigate themasmuchaspossible, such as

limiting thenumber of coaches and rostering

morepowerful locomotives during timesof

extremeheat.

“Wehave also installednatural fire breaks

along the areabordering residential homes

andpublic footpaths. However, evenwith these

measures, lineside fires dounfortunately break

out occasionally.

“Fires canbeverydisruptive to thebusiness,

so in 2016we took thedecision tobuild our own

in-house fire train.

“Havingan in-house appliance allows lineside

fires tobe tackledmorequickly and safely,

thereby reducing theneed for the fire service to

access the track.”

Earlier this year, the linewon theHeritage

RailwayAssociation’sOutstandingVisitor

Attraction award.

smokeless fuel samples given to the

railway for the experiments by CPL

Industries.

Andrew Barnes, BVR’s managing

director, said careful measurements

were taken during the experiment.

“Fuel in the tender was weighed,”

he explained, “and the amount of

water consumption and ash left in

the ashpan and smokebox were also

measured. Tranducers were rigged

to a computer in the lead carriage to

measure smokebox vacuum, exhaust

performance, and speed.

Reduced emissions
“All three fuels functioned well but

Homefire Ecoal50, made up of 50%

biomass, notably crushed olive husks

which would otherwise end up in

landfill with the associated risks of

methane, and 50% traditional solid

fuel fines was an unqualified success,

giving the same performance as our

usualWelsh coal while emitting up to

40% lower emissions.”

The ASTT produced the protocol,

provided the equipment and

supervised the trials. Chairman, John

Hind said: “We are not only looking

at performance here but at how

the bio-fuel burns and what will be

acceptable to passengers.

“Homefire Ecoal50 is the nearest

to recreating that unique ambience

visitors expect, recreating the smell

of heritage steam.”

The results from the trials were

as follows: Homefire Ecoal50 came

out on top with an exact match for

the performance of coal; Briteflame

showed 80- 85% of the performance

of coal but with significantly higher

ash output; and Homefire Ovals had

95% of the performance of coal.

HRA CEO Steve Oates attended the

tests and said: “It’s excellent to see

one of our member railways taking

the lead. The timing couldn’t have

been better.

“As carbon came under the

spotlight at the recent G7 summit, a

UK steam railway has been testing an

alternative to fossil fuel.

“Although heritage steam only

produces 0.023% of total UK carbon

emissions, we continue to be very

focussed on finding ways to reduce

this further.”

Andrew added: “The trials have

been a positive step forward for the

future of heritage steam and suggest

that, certainly for 15in gauge lines,

we now have two viable alternatives

to coal.

“More trials will, of course, be

needed under controlled conditions

for larger narrow-gauge and standard

gauge steam.

“We are all in this together and

we want to find a solution that will

work for the lines that use a couple of

thousand tonnes of coal through to

the operations like Bure Valley using

about 100 tonnes a year.”

The trials were also attended by a

representative of Network Rail.

Transition period
CPL Industries sales director Julian

Martin said: “CPL industries is keen

to play its part in supporting the

heritage industry in its journey to

transition to renewable biofuels.

“Homefire Ecoal50 is a second

generation biofuel and we are

working towards manufacturing

a 100% renewable smokeless fuel

made from unwanted biomass

materials, which could be tailored

to meet the unique requirements of

different types of steam engines.

“CPL industries currently imports

200,000 tonnes of coal a year for

use by our industrial, domestic and

heritage customers, and we feel

uniquely placed to play a key role in

helping our customers move towards

a low carbon and renewable future.”

BureValley2-6-2No. 6BlicklingHall, seenatAylshamstation,wasused for the

biofuel trials.HRA

TheDartmouthSteamRailway’s fire train inaction.

DSRRC

Ecoalmeasured intoquantities for

15ingauge locomotiveuse.HRA
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Visiting ‘Terrier’No. 2678Knowle, carrying its
island identityofNo.W14Bembridge, leads
resident ‘Terrier’No.W11NewportandO2
No.W24Calbourne towardsWoottonon the
morningof June5. JOHN FAULKNER

Right: LSWR

O20-4-4TNo.

W24Calbourne

approaches

Woodhouse

Crossingwith

anevening

Smallbrook

Junction-

Wootton train

on June5. This

crossing, about

halfwaybetween

Havenstreet and

Wootton,was

theextremity

of the IoWSR’s

operationswhen

it reopenedon

April 12, 1971.

TOBY JENNINGS

‘Terriers’, triple-header and
tube train at the Isle ofWight
50th anniversary celebration
ByTobyJennings

FIFTYyearsafter itsopening, the Isleof

WightSteamRailway is still recreatingold

partsof the island’s railwayhistory–and

preservingnewones.

For its 50th anniversary gala on June

4-6, it shipped LBSCR‘Terrier’No. 2678

Knowle back across the Solent for the

first time in 85 years, while displaying

a new acquisitionmore than eight

decades old.

The Stroudley A1X 0-6-0T, visiting

from the Kent & East Sussex Railway,

was temporarily renumberedwith

vinyl overlays and nameplates as

No.W14 Bembridge. This was one of

two numbers – the other being

No.W4 – that it wore during its stint

onVectis from 1929 to 1936, although

it then carried Southern Railway olive

green rather than thewartime black

with‘sunshine’ letteringwhich it

currently wears.

Three for the price of one
Oneof thehighlightsof theweekend

wasa line-upof three island locomotives

atWoottonon theSaturdaymorning,

with thevisiting‘Terrier’, resident

classmateNo.W11Newport, andLSWR

O20-4-4TNo.W24Calbourne.

This followedwhat is believed to be

the line's first-ever triple-header, with

all three engines running together

fromHavenstreet. Although double-

headers were seen on theVentnor line

in steamdays, weight restrictions on

the drawbridge over the River Medina

at Newportmeant locomotives could

only cross one at a time.

Taking its place on display in

theTrain Story visitor centre at

Havenstreet was a newly-preserved

itemwhichwas constructed just four

years after Bembridge left the island,

yet has only just come out of service

there – 1940-built Class 483 tube

train No. 483007. The 1938-designed

two-car LondonUnderground unit

was donated by SouthWestern

Railway after withdrawal from service

on the Ryde-Shanklin Island Line.

Having been in service for only a week

following an overhaul, it is in working

order and could potentially run again

on battery power in the future.

Morning papers
Flagship O2 Calbourne, recently

outshopped from overhaul in the

SouthernMalachite green livery it

wore when it hauled the line’s first

trains in 1971, recalled scenes from

those early days by runningwith the

SECR and LBSCR bogie coaches, as

well as recreating a steam-era island

newspaper train for an earlymorning

run on the Sunday – departing from

Smallbrook Junction at the time the

original Sundaymorning newspaper

trains passed this location on the line

to Shanklin andVentnor.

The‘Terriers’ took charge of the four-

wheeled stock, including Isle ofWight

Railway Oldbury carriage No. 10, and

demonstration goods trains.

With a limit of 650 tickets per day,

including 100 rover tickets, to ensure

social distancing, the final visitor

count for theweekendwas 1835.“The

only disappointment was turning

people away,”said IoWSR general

NEWS



Above: Three IsleofWight

locomotives lineupat

Wootton stationon June5,

with (right to left) visiting

‘Terrier’No. 2678Knowle (as

No.W14Bembridge), O2

No.W24Calbourne,and

‘Terrier’No.W11Newport.

TOBY JENNINGS

The recreatedNo.W14Bembridge
awaitsdeparture fromHavenstreet
asNo.W11Newportpasses through
non-stopon June5. TOBY JENNINGS

Left: Ex-IslandLine tube train

No. 483007ondisplay inTrain

StoryatHavenstreeton June

4. TOBY JENNINGS

manager Steve Backhouse.

“We could have comfortably sold

more thanwe did but we had to be

sensible. But it’s still comparable to

previous events, because people

are spending a lot – half-term the

week before was a record, except

for the Island Steam Show –we took

£100,000, and the equivalent week in

2019was £70,000.

“Sowe’re very happywith that.We

can get really high capacity because

we’ve got the perfect trains for

social distancing.”

*See also Off The Shelf - page 83.
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VisitingEngland0-4-0STTNo.2Princeheadsapassenger service to theStatfold
BarnRailway’s current terminusatCoganHalt. Thereareplans toextend the
running line toStatfold Junction, ineffect creatinga loop.

No.2Princestandsat theheadof apassenger serviceat Statfold Junctionon June

12.

ThePrince of

Statfold Barn!
WordsandpicturesbyRobinJones

FOURTEEN locomotiveswere in steam

at theStatfoldBarnRailway’s June12/13

Trangkil 50enthusiasts’weekend,which

markedseveralmilestones.

The event celebrated the 50th

birthday of Hunslet 0-4-2ST No. 3902

of 1971 Trangkil No.4 , the last steam

railway locomotive built in Britain for

commercial as opposed to heritage or

enthusiast purposes, 11 years after BR

Standard 9F 2-10-0 No. 92220 Evening

Star emerged from SwindonWorks.

The locomotive was supplied for

use on the Trangkil sugar mill estate

in Java, where it worked for more

than 30 years. Enthusiasts had long

known about redundant locomotives

in Indonesia but believed it would

not be possible to buy one for

preservation. However, Statfold

founder Graham Lee proved them

wrong and brought Trangkil No. 4

back to the UK. Of immense historical

importance, it became the first steam

locomotive in the Statfold collection.

The weekend, attended bymore

than 1000 people, also saw visiting

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland Railways

England 0-4-0STT No.2 Prince run on

the line for the first time.

Making its heritage-era debut and

steaming for the first time in 56 years

was Barclay 0-4-0WT No. 1991 of

1931 Cegin, which was supplied new

to the Burnhope Reservoir railway

inWeardale and sold in 1936 to the

Penrhyn Quarry railway. In 1965, it

was among six Penrhyn locomotives

bought by Tennessee antiques dealer

CB Arnette and exported to the

USA for auction. Cegin ended up in

Puerto Rico.

New acquisition
All six Arnette purchases are now

back in the UK, Cegin having arrived

at Statfold in April 2016. During its

gala debut, it double-headedwith

Avonside 0-4-0T No. 2067 of 1933

Marchlyn, which was also supplied to

Burnhope Reservoir and ended up

at Penrhyn.

Another debutant was Bagnall

0-4-2T No. 3023 of 1953 Isaac, which

was built for the Rustenberg Platinum

Mines in South Africa, repatriated in

1982 and then spent seven years in

Lynton & Barnstaple Railway traffic,

arriving at Statfold in February.

In the Roundhouse, visitors

were able to view Statfold’s latest

acquisition, Hudswell Clarke 3ft

gauge 0-4-0ST No. 573 of 1900 Handy

Man.

The unrestored locomotive has

been permanently transferred to

Statfold Narrow GaugeMuseumTrust

by the ScienceMuseumGroup.

Built for the Burton Ironstone

Company in Northamptonshire,

Handyman spent its operational

life moving ironstone at quarries

across the East Midlands before

ending up at Scaldwell Quarry,

which ceased operations in 1963.

Saved from scrapping by a group

of enthusiasts, it was never fully

restored andwas acquired in 2008

by the National RailwayMuseum

to feature in a proposed display on

railway construction, which was never

completed. It was listed for transfer

by the ScienceMuseumGroup in

June 2020.

Statfold trustee Henry Noon said:

“We are delighted to have Handy

Man at the Statfold Narrow Gauge

MuseumTrust. Not only does it

add to our Hunslet and Hudswell

Clarke theme, it also adds to the

narrow-gauge story being told in our

dedicated Narrow GaugeMuseum,

being our only 3ft gauge locomotive.

Handymanwill now undergo a

thorough cosmetic restoration

to the same standard we applied

with Hunslet 0-4-0ST No. 299 of

1882 Hodbarrow.”

AndrewMcLean, assistant director

and head curator of the NRM, added:

“This is a very positive development

which will restart the restoration of

HandyMan, which, given the amount

of work required and the resources

available, would not be a viable

project for the NRM. Transferring the

locomotive to a new owner in amore

appropriate setting, will ensure it can

be restored and returned to public

display. for people to enjoy.”

The gala also saw Hunslet standard

gauge 0-6-0ST No. 469 of 1888

NEWS



RepatriatedBarclay0-4-0WTNo.1991of1931Cegin is the latest addition to the

UKheritage steamfleet.

Birthdayboy:Hunslet 0-4-2STNo. 3902of1971TrangkilNo.4hauls apassenger

trainat StrawberryParkHalt.

Left: For sevenyears a familiar sighton

themodern-dayLynton&Barnstaple

Railway,Bagnall 0-4-2T Isaacmade its

Statfoldgaladebuton June12.

Left:Newly-restoredHunslet standardgauge0-6-0ST

No.469of1888Hastings.

Above:Due toappearon static displayduring the July

10/11QuarryHunslet 150gala,HunsletNo. 678of1898

Jonathan is seennewlyarrived from its Lancashirehome.

JOEY EVANS/SBR

Above:Ripe for restoration, the

Hudswell Clarke3ftgauge0-4-0ST

HandyManhasbeengiven toStatfold

Barnby theNationalRailwayMuseum.

Hastingsmake first public runs in

56 years following its overhaul at

Statfold’s workshops for current

owner Mike Hart. It ran light engine

up and down the venue’s multi-gauge

demonstration line.

Built for Manchester Ship Canal

contractors TAWalker, it originally

carried the name Liverpool andwas

renamed during the building of the

BexhillWest branch by the Crowhurst,

Sidley & Bexhill Railway in 1898. In

1935 it moved to Sproxton Quarry

in Leicestershire, fromwhere it was

bought in 1963 by the newly-formed

Kent & East Sussex Locomotive Trust.

It steamed once at Tenterden on April

18, 1965, but not again until now.

In the intervening years it has been

based at Mangapps FarmMuseum

and the Elsecar Heritage Railway,

while the boiler underwentmajor

repairs at the North Norfolk Railway.

It is now being lined up tomake a

return visit to the KESR.

Also present during the gala but

not on viewwas privately-owned

ex-Dinorwic Quarry Hunslet No. 678

of 1898 Jonathan,which is housed in

the now-private Lytham CreekMotive

Power Museum at Helical Technology,

Lytham.

It will be on show, but not running,

during Statfold’s next big event,

the 150Years of the Quarry Hunslet

gala, running from 9am to 4pm on

July 10/11. It was in 1870 that the

first Quarry Hunslet was ordered for

Dinorwic Slate Quarry, and the design

became synonymous with the slate

industry of NorthWales.

The event will also see twomore

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland visitors:

Quarry Hunslets No. 554 of 1891 Lilla

which ran at Cilgwyn Quarry and

later Penrhyn Quarry, and No. 707 of

1899 Britomartwhich worked at Pen-

yr-Orsedd Quarry.

When Grahamwas chairman

of the family-owned LH Group,

which supplied railway engineering

services, it acquired what was left

of the Hunslet Engine Company in

2005. AfterWabtec acquired the LH

Group in 2012, Graham retained the

rights to produce steam locomotives

under the Hunslet name via a new

company, Statfold EngineeringWorks

Ltd. The first 21st-century newQuarry

Hunslet was 0-4-0ST No. 3903 of 2005

Statfold, followed by No. 3904 of 2005

Jack Lane.

Book for Quarry Hunslet 150 at

https://statfoldbarnrailway.digitickets.

co.uk/category/27826.

! See also Off the Shelf, page 83.

“The weekend was attended
by more than 1000 people.”
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Rediscovered: The two foundrywagonswhich ranon the18ingauge internal systematHorwichWorks.

ANDREWWALDRON

Seenon

display inside

theNational

Railway

Museum,

1887-built

BeyerPeacock

0-4-0ST

Wren is one

of twosteam

locomotives

which survive

fromthe

HorwichWorks

internal system.

ROBIN JONES

Could rediscoveredwagons
launch an 18in gaugemuseum?
ByMarkSmithersandRobinJones

TWO‘forgotten’wagonsusedonthe

internal18ingaugesystemat the

Lancashire&YorkshireRailway’sHorwich

Workshavebeenrediscoveredduring

thedemolitionof theerectingshop.

The £262million Rivington Chase

regeneration schemewas granted

outline permission in 2015 for

1700 homes and associated retail

and leisure space on the former

industrial site. The wider locomotive

works redevelopment is being

masterminded by Bluemantle, a

property company, alongside Bolton

Council, Homes England, HKR Ltd.,

and Network Rail.

Current redevelopment on the

site of the nowmostly demolished

works has provided scope for a new

opportunity to provide amuseum for

what has hitherto been a relatively

neglected part of UK railway heritage.

The last major British railway works

to be established on a greenfield

site, HorwichWorks was established

in 1883 by L&Y consulting engineer

and director John Ramsbottom,

who retired as LNWR locomotive

superintendent in 1871.

Heritage plans
He advocated an 18in gauge internal

transport system similar to that he

had installed at Crewe.

Originally extending to 7½miles,

eight locomotives were built for

it between 1887-1901, including

1887-built Beyer Peacock 0-4-0STs

Wren – which is displayed in the

visitor entrance to the National

Railway Museum at York – and Dot,

an exhibit in the award-winning

Narrow Gauge Railway Museum at

TywynWharf. The other six engines

were built at Horwich.

The Horwich system was used to

move components around the works,

andWrenwas fitted with a strongbox

on the tender for distributing wage

packets. The first locomotive was

withdrawn in 1930 and by 1948

Wrenwas the last, finally taken

out of service by September 1961

and placed on static display inside

the works.

The redevelopment’s heritage

plans have recently been released.

Careful consideration was taken

during the dismantling of the

erecting and repair shops to

preserve key artefacts, including the

cast iron pillars once prevalent in the

works buildings, and these will now

be incorporated into the proposed

playground and memorial parks

dotted around the site.

More significantly, two original

locomotive works buildings will be

restored to their former glory.

Indicative plans have been

proposed to transform the former

millwrights shop into a mix of a

heritage venue, community health

and wellbeing centre, and a retail,

food and drink hall.

The former pattern makers

building is set to be renovated

into a 166-space multi-storey car

park within the existing building

structure, open at roof level.

The original schematic proposals

envisaged the acquisition on loan

of ‘Lanky’2-4-2T No. 1008 from the

NRM and placing it within a covered

structure in a plaza close to the

millwright’s shop.

However, it is now thought that

the cost of moving the locomotive

and housing it properly at Horwich

would be too great, and would also

take up a huge amount of potentially

useful retail space – with little

added benefit.

The two foundry wagons (of similar

design to the one that formed the

basis forWren’s tender) were found

in the basement below the erecting

shop, opening the door for another

opportunity.

18in gaugemuseum?
Given their survival, the third being

1865-built LNWR 0-4-0ST Pet from

Ramsbottom’s CreweWorks system

and now also displayed inside the

NRM, along with the survival of

other relevant artefacts at Crewe,

Old Sawley andWalthamAbbey,

there would bemuch potential for

a museum of the 18in gauge works

railway within the heritage sector of

the site.

It has been suggested that funds

for such a scheme could be raised

by bringing HorwichWorks Ruston

Hornsby 4wDMZM32 on a visit from

the Steeple Grange Light Railway with

suitable rolling stock on a temporary

track.

The new-buildNipper currently

under construction – as outlined in

issue 239 of Hertiage Railway – could

also be used on such a track, possibly

in conjunction with a suitable new-

build passenger vehicle.

When compared with other

projects currently in progress on the

preservation scene, the cost of an

18in gauge works railwaymuseum

would be relatively modest and has

the potential to be a great asset to the

Horwich redevelopment.
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THEAmertonRailwayhasbeen

honouredwithTheQueen’sAward for

VoluntaryServiceafter almost a thirdof

a centuryofprogress.

The highest award a voluntary

group can receive in the UK, it was

created in 2002 to celebrate the

Queen’s Golden Jubilee.Winners

are announced each year on June

2, the anniversary of the Queen’s

Coronation, and this year also

includes the Heaton Park Tramway

(see separate story, page 43).

The 2ft gauge line has its origins

in the restoration of Bagnall 0-4-0ST

No.1491 of 1897 Isabel,which had

been displayed on a plinth outside

the manufacturer’s premises and

then Stafford station following the

end of its working life. Volunteers

began its restoration at a council

depot in Stafford in 1987.

Staffordshire Narrow Gauge

Railway Limited, a registered charity,

began building the railway in 1990

in a field at the side of Amerton

Working Farm at Stowe-by-Chartley.

Its first trains ran in 1992, and 10

years later the railway was completed

as a mile-long full circuit with two

passing loops.

Railway representatives will receive

the award and certificate from Ian

Dudson CBE, Lord-Lieutenant of

Staffordshire, later this summer.

Depending on Covid-19 restrictions

at the time, two volunteers will

attend a garden party at Buckingham

Palace in May 2022, along with other

recipients of this year’s award.

Chairman Pete Gully said: “It is

amazing to see what our volunteers

have accomplished here at Amerton

Railway, and we are honoured to

receive this award.

“Being able to engage with our

local communities and visitors

and share our knowledge about

the locomotives, rolling stock and

other artefacts we have on site is

a pleasure.

“We would like to say thank you

to our volunteers, both past and

present, and to the local community

for their ongoing support.”

The railway will host its summer

steam gala, Staffordshire Engines

II, over the weekend of July 17/18,

featuring five locomotives built in

the county.

The event will see the first steaming

together in more than 70 years of

Kerr StuartWren 0-4-0STs Lorna

Doone and Peter Pan, both now in full

Devon County Council liveries.

Also running will be Isabel, Kerr

Stuart 0-4-0T Diana and Hunslet

0-4-0ST Jennie.

LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45163 in its restoration shedat theColneValleyRailway.

Its tender framesandboiler areon the left,with the rolling stockbeyond

belonging to theBritishEnginemenSteamPreservationSociety. The framesof

their 5MT,No. 45293, are further to the left of theboiler.45163 LTD

Kerr StuartWrenNo. 4250of1922 LornaDoone. JOHN STRIKE

Kerr StuartWrenNo. 4256of1922PeterPan,newly restored inDevonCounty

Council livery.ANDY ELSHAW

ColneValleyRailway-based‘BlackFive’restorationgroupspurchase land
BOTH‘BlackFive’owninggroups

at theColneValleyRailwayhave

purchased the landonwhich their

ex-Barry scrapyard locomotives are

being restored.

45163 Ltd, which owns the

Stanier 4-6-0with that number,

and the British Enginemen Steam

Preservation Society, owners of

No. 45293, have bought the land

in separate transactionswith

Australian businessman Chris

Young.

He had acquired the entire CVR

from its founder Dick Hymas in

2006, but gave the railway notice

to quit the site in 2015 – prompting

the purchase of the line by Colne

Valley Railway Preservation

Limited, whichwas concluded on

November 30, 2016.

Secure future
Alongwith the newBrewster

Interpretation Centremuseum, a

new reception building and car

park, this was funded by a £1.757

million grant from theNational

Lottery Heritage Fund. However,

this purchase did not include all

of the land around the railway,

nor the areas housingNo. 45163’s

restoration shed and BESPS’rolling

stock.

Their acquisition of the plots for

undisclosed sums thus ends a

period of uncertainty and is a

rare, if not unique, instance of

independent locomotive groups

owning their land.

JeremyDunn, chairman of 45163

Ltd, said:“Nowwe’re confident

with security of tenure, we can

invest in our facilities and plan for

the future.”

He paid for the purchase by

remortgaging his house, while

the BESPS deal was funded by a

bequest from volunteer RonMills,

who died in November 2018 – also

leavingmoney to theHolden F5

Steam LocomotiveTrust, builder

of newGER 2-4-2TNo. 789, and

Cravens HeritageTrains, owner of a

1960 Central Line tube train.

BESPS chairman Bill Luckhurst

said:“The purchase of our own land

is amonumental achievement. It

provides stability for the society

and the firm foundations to allow

us to achieve our goals.

“It future-proofs the activities of

the society and allows us now to

move forwardwith the next stage

of No. 45293’s restoration.”

More land for the railway
Thanks to loans frommembers,

theCVR itself has alsobought two

further areasof landnot included in

the2016purchase–a sectionbehind

themain stationbuildingatCastle

Hedinghamhousing themodel

railwayand thevolunteers’sleeping

car, and the locomotive sidings.

Ownership of the latter means the

railway can plan for the erection of

a shed, and ways are being explored

to fund the estimated £150,000

cost.

Paul Lemon, chairman of CVR

Preservation Limited, said:“It puts

us in amuch better position – now

wedon’t have any critical facilities

on landwe don’t own.”

The railway is nownegotiating

for onemore plot of land, Riverside

Sidings, onwhich BulleidMerchant

Navy 4-6-2 No. 35010 Blue Star (also

owned by BESPS) andHawthorn

Leslie 0-4-0STNo. 1 (owned by

CVRPL) are displayed.

Royal honour for Amerton
Railway’s volunteer team
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Lambton tankmoves to theheart ofGWRterritory inDidcot summervisit
LAMBTON,Hetton& JoiceyColliery

Railway0-6-2TNo. 29hasmoved

from its home shedatGrosmonton

theNorthYorkshireMoors Railway

toDidcot RailwayCentre for the

summer season.

It is the first time that the

powerful 1904-built veteran

has visited Didcot. It will be a

regular performer on the centre’s

demonstration lines in July and

August.

It will work alongside fellow

centenarian Avonside 0-4-0ST

No. 1340 Trojan (Works No. 1386 of

1897), which returned to steam in

May following a £200,000 overhaul,

and new Saint 4-6-0 No. 2999 Lady

of Legend.

No. 29was built to operate heavy

coal trains on the Lambton Colliery

Railway in County Durham, which,

aftermergers, became the LH&JC,

with a network ofmore than 70

miles linking the area’s mines

with the Port of Sunderland. In

commonwith other locomotives

on the LH&JC system, No 29 has a

distinctive rounded cab – necessary

to ensure the engines couldwork

through the narrow bore of the

tunnel to Lambton Drops – the

company’s coal staithes at the port.

Didcot’s head of visitor experience

andmarketing, GrahamHukins,

said:“We are delighted towelcome

No. 29 for the summer and thank

our colleagues at the NYMR for

allowing her to visit. The prospect

of having two locomotives over 100

years old working side by side is

very exciting indeed.”

The centre is open at weekends

andWednesdays. Coronavirus

restrictions are still in place, so

tickets are limited andmust

be booked in advance at

didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk. Steam

trains will be running on the

centre’s demonstration line offering

unlimited rides aboard vintage

carriages, with each group allocated

an individual compartment.

!The GreatWestern Society at 60:

a special anniversary feature on

pages 74-79.

Steamback inBalaafter 56years:
QuarryHunsletWinifredand itsPenrhyn
workman’s coach formed theReRailed
weekend train.ROBINWILLS/BLR

Winifred returns steam to
Bala town after over 56 years
ByRobinJones

MOREthan56yearsafterBRendedrail

services toBala, residentswereonceable

toridebehindsteaminthetown.

It was on January 18, 1965, that

Bala Junction station –where the

line to Blaenau Ffestiniog left the

Ruabon-Barmouth route – closed

to passengers.

However, steam brought the town

to life on June 12/13, when the

Bala Lake Railway held a free open

weekend at the planned terminus of

its proposed extension into the town.

Organised by the Bala Lake Railway

Society, with significant support

from the company’s permanent staff

and the Bala Lake RailwayTrust, and

postponed last year because of the

pandemic, a fairground atmosphere

drew townsfolk and visitors to the site.

The event, named ReRailed, was

possibly themost ambitious ever

staged by the railway, andwas the

conclusion of twomonths of sheer

hard graft by volunteers.

Four organisedworking days

with both large and small teams of

volunteers completing tasks big and

small had begun on April 17.

The Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland

Railways loaned trackmaterials to

create a temporary 2ft gauge running

line. The track had to be unloaded

with a telehandler due to its weight.

Working parties then undertook the

task of levelling the track on the very

uneven ground. An entire lorry load

of aggregate was used, while all 20

tons were hand-shovelled into place

by volunteers.

Slate quarry star
Thevolunteerparties alsobuilt awater

tower andplatformoutof sleepers, and

the towerwas filledby the firebrigade.

The star of ReRailedwas Quarry

Hunslet 0-4-0ST No. 364 of 1885

Winifred, whichwas supplied new for

the Penrhyn Slate Quarry and spent

most its working life at Port Penrhyn.

When the quarry switched to diesel

locomotives, the steam locomotives

were offered for sale. CB Arnette, an

American antiques dealer, bought six

including Barclay 0-4-0WT Cegin (see

separate story, pages 20-21) in 1965,

and exported them toMurfreesboro,

Tennessee, for auction.

Winifred and another twowere

bought byTony Hulman, owner of the

famous Indianapolis Motor Speedway,

home of the Indy 500 race. After

displaying it amuseum for a few years,

it wasmoved into storagewhere it

stayed for the next half a century. In

2012,Winifredwas bought by BLR

chairman Julian Birley and returned to

Wales for restoration. It resteamed in

spring 2015.

ReRailed featuredWinifred hauling

a Penrhynworkman’s coach that had

been temporarilymodified for social

distancing to give rides. The event

also featured a 7¼in gaugeminiature

railway with steam and electric

locomotives, aWinifred display by

Llanuwchllyn School pupils, a display

of classic cars (including legendary

Somerset & Dorset Joint Railway

photographer Ivo Peter’s Bentley

Mk. VI), sports cars andmotorbikes,

attendance by the fire brigade, and

model railways.

The final plans for the new Bala

station were on display for the first

time alongside an earlier model of

the original design concept, while

Julian gave four well-attended

guided tours of the extension route.

A vintage bus provided a regular

service linking the ReRailed site to

the existing Bala Pen-y-bont station

three-quarters of a mile away.

Refreshments were provided by the

local butchers’barbeque stall, an ice

cream van and a fundraising cake,

tea and coffee stand. Cakes were

baked and donated by supporters,

both local and distant. Railway

volunteers were assisted by the local

Rotary Club.

An advertising drive was

undertaken, with leaflets and posters

being distributed to shops, bed and

breakfasts, and campsites, while

online there was a social media
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Bulleiddouble-decker coaches to
be reunited for restoration inKent
BOTHsurvivingcarriages from

Britain’s onlydouble-deck trains are

tobe reunited for restoration.

SouthernRailway-designed

DrivingMotor BrakeThird

No. 13004, currently at the

Northamptonshire Ironstone

Railway, is to join sister vehicle

No. 13003,which is being restored

by theBulleid 4DDGroupat

Sellindge inKent.They are the last

surviving vehicles from the two

4DD (four-coachdouble-deck)

electricmultiple units designed

bySRChiefMechanical Engineer

Oliver Bulleid andbuilt in 1949.

Nick Robinson, the former owner

ofNo. 13004, died recently, andhis

sons and theNorthamptonshire

IronstoneRailwayTrust have

donatedNo. 13004 to theBulleid

4DDGroup.

Adatehasnotbeen set for the

movementof the coach as it stands

onan isolated sectionof track at

theNIRT’sHunsburyHill base,

whichmust be connected to a

running line inorder tomove the

carriage to the loadingarea.

Funds are inplace to cover the

transport costs but donations

towards the restorationwork

arewelcomed.Thegroup canbe

contacted via the‘Bulleid Southern

Railway4DDEMUs’Facebook

page. Itswebsite is foundatwww.

bulleid4dd.org.uk

Also atHunsburyHill and

formerly ownedbyNickRobinson

are threepartially restored coaches

froma4-EPBunit,which arenow

up for sale butwill be scrapped if

there is no interest.

“It’s restorable if someone

catches it now,”saidNIRT

chairmanGrantMuddiman.“All

theupholstery is there, and itwas

repainted about threeor four

years ago– theonly partsmissing

are the compressors andAWS.”

Interestedparties can contact him

at grantmuddiman2@gmail.com

The4DDunitsweredesigned in

response to increasingpassenger

numbers in thepostwar period

on theDartford loop lines,where

infrastructure constraintsmade it

difficult to extend theplatforms for

longer trains.

Strictly speaking, theywere

not full double-deckers,with the

upper and lower compartments

alternating along the lengthof

the coach, and staircases leading

from the lower to theupper

compartments.This arrangement

led to increaseddwell times at

stations as they took longer to

loadandunload, and their lack

of footboards (to keepwithin

the loadinggauge) led to some

passenger accidentswhen

boarding and leaving the trains.

Otherwise they ran successfully

until 1971.

Three vehicles fromunitNo. 4902

werepreservedat theAshford

SteamCentre (Nos. 13003, 13004

andTrailerThirdNo. 13503) but the

centre ran into financial difficulties

and the trailer coachwas scrapped

onAugust 15, 1984, by agents for

the creditors.Thedriving carswere

then split up,No. 13003being

storedona farmnearMolash, in

Kent, before arriving at Sellindge

in 1999.No. 13004went to the

Northampton&Lamport Railway

before arriving atHunsburyHill the

sameyear.

Right: Chairman

JulianBirley

applauds the

unveilingof the

newBala running-

inboard from

the footplateof

Winifred.

ROBINWILLS/BLR

Above: The

temporary

miniature railway’s

0-4-0TEllisgreets

Winifredand its

coach.

THOMASHAYNES/

BLR

Bulleiddouble-decker coachNo. 13004atHunsburyHill on the

Northamptonshire IronstoneRailwayon June13.DAVID STAINES

Lambton,Hetton&JoiceyCollieryRailway0-6-2TNo. 29being towed from

DidcotWestYard intoDidcotRailwayCentreon June19. FRANKDUMBLETON

campaign to raise further awareness

among both local people and the

enthusiast community.

The weather for the event was hot

and sunny, in great contrast to much

of May, which had caused Bala to

make the national news for having

rainfall 300% above the norm.

At 10.30am on the first day,Winifred

made its entrance steaming along

the 200ft-long line into the platform,

whistling continuously to ensure

everybody knew it was coming.

At 3pm on the Saturday there

were speeches from Julian and local

councillor Dilwyn Morgan, who

unveiled the new Bala running-in

board, a replica of the GWR original.

Springboard
ReRailedexceededall expectations.

Theeventorganiser, the society’s

vice-chairmanTimWilliams, said:“The

goodwill generatedbyReRailedwill

nowprovideuswith the springboard

needed to secure theplanning

permissionandgrantsneeded tomake

theextensiona reality.”

Julian said: “This symbolic occasion

was to demonstrate that the project

of the extension of the BLR has come

through the pandemic, and it is to

reassure the community of residents

and businesses that the ultimate

day of trains running through to

Llanuwchllyn is drawing closer.

“This was an event purely for the

community. After such a long time of

us all in isolation, it brought together

many hundreds of people (socially

distanced and in the open).

“There was a tremendous sense

of bonding between groups – from

the Rotary Club, local traders and

residents to car andmotor cycle clubs,

and, probablymost significantly,

the local school. They have adopted

the principal steam locomotive as

a project and produced themost

wonderful display.

“The great success of theweekend

just goes to reinforce that there

continues to be outstanding public

support and urgent need for this

project to be delivered.”

Formore information about how

to get involvedwith the project, visit

www.balalakerailwaytrust.org.uk/
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Listing upgrade to boost
the protection of Stockton
&Darlington buildings trio
ByRobinJones

THEhomeofpioneerStockton&

DarlingtonRailway locomotive

superintendentTimothyHackworth is

amongacollectionof threebuildings in

Shildonwhichhavebeenupgradedtoa

newGrade II* listingbytheDepartment

forDigital,Culture,MediaandSporton

theadviceofHistoricEngland,boosting

theirprotectionandgivingthem

greater recognition.

During his time on theworld’s first

steam-powered public railway, the

bicentenary of whichwill be the

subject ofmajor celebrations in 2025,

Hackworth took locomotive design

to a new level, paving theway for the

international adoption of steam-

powered rail travel.

A shed associatedwith his

locomotive works and the coaling

drops where engines were refuelled

have also had their listings upgraded

as part of the Stockton andDarlington

Railway Heritage Action Zone.

His residence, Soho House, part

of the Locomotionmuseum in

Shildon, was originally listed as Grade

II* in 1986. However, the revised

listing has elevated it into the top

10% of England’smost important

historic buildings in recognition of

Hackworth’s huge contribution to the

railway revolution.

Worldwide influence

Hackworth servedas superintendent

between1825and1840.Heplayeda

vital role indeveloping steamengines to

meet the significantdemandsof freight

andpassenger travel, andby sharinghis

experiencewithvisitingengineers and

rail promoters, hedirectly influenced the

developmentof steamrailwaysonboth

sidesof theAtlantic.

George Stephenson designed No. 1

Locomotion, the first engine to run on

the S&DR, andwith his son Robert set

up Robert Stephenson & Co to build

engines they hoped to sell to the new

breed of steam railways emerging in

Britain and overseas. However, at first

the Stephenson locomotives were not

up to the task of running regular long

distances and kept breaking down.

Hackworth’s proven engineering

skills demonstrated atWylamColliery

came to Stephenson’s attentionwhen

heworked as a relief manager at

his locomotive works in Newcastle,

and hewas offered the role of S&DR

superintendent on Stephenson’s

recommendation.

Hackworth rebuilt No. 1 (now on

display inside Locomotion) tomake

it more reliable, and designed Royal

George in 1827. It established the

supremacy of the locomotive over

horses and paved theway for the

general adoption of steam.

In 1833 Hackworth established

SohoWorks and three years later

built Russia’s first steam locomotive

for theTsarskoye Selo Railway, as well

as three of the earliest engines used

in Canada (1838), including Samson,

which ran on the AlbionMines

Railway in Nova Scotia.

The only surviving building

associatedwith Hackworth’s works is

the Soho Engine Shed, built in 1826

as a warehouse for an ironmerchant,

and is one of the earliest railway-

associated industrial buildings in

theworld. In 1842 it was leased to

SohoWorks to the immediate north.

However, it became a locomotive

shed only after it was bought by the

S&DR in 1855.

External restoration

Veronica Fiorato, listing team leader

for Historic England in the North, said:

“Timothy Hackworth is one of the true

pioneers of the railway. His designs

helped convince theworld that the

future of freight and passenger travel

lay in steam locomotion, making

the S&DR the template for the

development of themodern railway.

“It is only fitting that Soho House

and the Soho Engine Shed should be

upgraded to Grade II* to reflect his

huge contribution.”

Niall Hammond, chairman of the

Friends of the Stockton &Darlington

Railway CIO, said:“The Friends

are delighted that these new and

upgraded listings not only recognise

the significance of this group of

fantastic early railway buildings,

but also the seminal role of Timothy

Hackworth and the S&DR in creating

themodern railwaywhich changed

the face of theworld.

“This is the result of a successful

partnership betweenmembers of the

Friends, utilising their expertise and

enthusiasm, and the professional staff

at Historic England.

“We look forward to continued

workingwith Historic England and

our other partners in the Heritage

Action Zone to ensure all the heritage

of the S&DR –‘The Railway that got

theWorld onTrack’, – is protected,

conserved and accessible for the

bicentenary in 2025 and the lasting

legacy beyond.”

Locomotion head Sarah Price added:

“The buildings are of real historical

significance and together they tell the

story of Shildon’s role as theworld’s

first railway town.”

The historic buildings at Locomotion

have recently been given an external

restoration as part of a £1.8million

project jointly funded by Durham

County Council with work carried

out byVEST Construction of Bishop

Auckland. The project included

repainting the exteriors in authentic

period colours, replacing damaged or

missing brickwork and roof repairs to

make themwatertight.

Stockton&DarlingtonRailway locomotive superintendentTimothyHackworth’s

SohoHouse residenceat Shildon.HE

TimothyHackworth, amanwho

helped shrink theglobe through

steamrailway technology.HE

The coalingdrops compriseaveryearly and rareexampleof apurpose-built

facility for refuelling steam locomotives.HE SohoEngineShed is the sole survivingpartofHackworth’s SohoWorks.HE

Hackworth’sRoyalGeorgeof1827.
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Bideford centre saved from closure
DEVONCountyCouncil hasmadea

U-turnonadecision to stopBideford

RailwayHeritageCentre from

running trains.

As reported in issue 280, the

Heritage Railway Association wrote

to the council in support of the

centre, branding the decision as

“perverse”.

The council had issued a media

statement citing noise and nuisance

to new developments as the primary

reason for the threat to remove train

running rights.

However, the decision sparked a

furious response from the centre’s

supporters and was reversed after

May’s local council elections.

Local support
Centre chairmanAndrewMills said:“We

are extremelygrateful to LordBerkeley,

TorridgeDistrict Council, BidefordTown

Council, theHRAandcouncillors at all

levels of local governmentwhovoiced

their support for us, alongwith all the

goodwishes of the local community,

andalso to the variousmedia that ran

with the story andnational railway

preservationoutlets.

“We are truly humbled by the

goodwill shown to us, and this

certainly helped DCC to reconsider

their position.

"In particular we would like to

single out Coun Linda Hellyer, who

after her re-election facilitated

high-level talks with Devon County

Council management – with urgency

– to resolve the situation.We owe

her a lot.

“We will be concentrating

on refreshing the training and

experience of our operational

volunteers in the coming months

but we anticipate running cab rides

in the locomotive for the public one

day during the Halloween half term.”

ARETURNtosteamwithin two

years is expected forBR4MT

4-6-0No.75078at theKeighley&

WorthValleyRailway.

As reported last issue, the

locomotive’s boilerwas lifted

from the frames onApril 24

to undergo a full overhaul

for a new10-year boiler

certificate. It hadbeen stopped

in 2019, having suffered

recurring leaks fromoneof its

superheater elements.

Stuart Bray, chairmanof its

owninggroup, the Standard

4 Locomotive Preservation

Society, said:“If 2020 hadbeen

normal, I’m sure 75078would

have seen service later that year,

but it was not to be.

“The railwaywent into

lockdownand the steam fleet

wasmothballed.”

A reviewby the locomotive

department this year concluded

that, with S160No. 5820, Ivatt

2MT2-6-2TNo. 41241, 4F

No. 43924 andBR2MT2-6-0

No. 78022 all available, and

No. 75078’s boiler certificate

due to expire in 2024, it was

worth bringing forward the

4MT’s overhaul.

Grant funding
Said Stuart:“It is expected that

theworkwill concentrate on the

boiler, as the engine did have a

rather comprehensive overhaul

between 1999 and2014 and

has only run about 15,000miles

since then.

“But certain items of the

rest of the locomotivewill be

inspected and receive attention

as necessary.

“It is anticipated that a return

to trafficwould bebetween

the endof 2021,when 43924 is

due its next overhaul, and 2023,

when 5820 runs out of ticket.

“The KWVRTrust has agreed

tomake a grant towards the

boilerworkwhichwill hopefully

be enough to cover the costs.”

The Standard 4 Locomotive

Preservation Society also owns

No. 78022 andmany of its

members“make contributions

to the trust each year to

cover this sort of eventuality,”

said Stuart.

TaffVale Railway 0-6-2TNo. 85

is currently undergoing a boiler

retube and copperwelding to

the firebox tubeplate, while

No. 41241 is receiving a valve

andpiston examination.

WorthValley
Standard4MT
set for two-year
turn-round

Right: BidefordRailway

HeritageCentre’s

HibberdPlanet

chain-driven0-4-0DM

No.3832of1957

Kingsleyundergoinga

repaint intoBRblack.

OnAugust14, 2004,

the locomotivehauled

the first passenger

trainatBideford since

BRclosed the line to

regularpassengerson

October4, 1965.BRHC

Left: Sprucingup the

signalboxatBideford

station.BRHC

GWR45752-6-2TNo. 5553 is almost ready to return to serviceatPeakRail followingoverhaulby theWatermanRailway

HeritageTrust.Havingmade initialmovesunder its ownsteamat thebeginningofMarch, itwasphotographed inRowsley

shedon June12, awaiting final paintingand the constructionof its fireboxbrickarch. The last steam locomotive to leave

Barry scrapyard in1990, it returned to steamatTyseley in2002andspent thenext10yearsbasedon theWest Somerset

Railwayand touringotherpreserved linesuntil its boiler certificateexpired.ALISTAIR GRIEVE

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 29



VISITwww.classicmagazines.co.uk/hrdps

>> Free UK delivery to your door or
instant download to your digital device

>> Save money on shop prices
>> Never miss an issue
>> Receive your issue before it

goes on sale in the shops

GREAT REASONS
TO SUBSCRIBE

Pay just
per edition£3.23

GWR 2-8-0T No. 5239 Goliath crosses Hookhills
Viaduct on the Dartmouth Steam Railway on May
22. Cunard’s Vista class cruise ship Queen Victoria,
Holland America Line’s Vista MS Oosterdam (as
previously reported, Torbay has for months been
a haven from liners unable to sail because of
the pandemic) and sail training vessel Pelican of
London are in the bay beyond. Built in 1948 as an
Arctic trawler named Pelican and then used as a
coastal trading vessel named Kadett until 1995,
following her conversion in 2007, she is now a
Class A tall ship operated for young people for the
charity Adventure Under Sail. This year the ship
embarked on a 13-week research cruise organised
by charity City to Sea and environmental research
group Darwin200 to survey the extent of plastic
pollution in UK coastal waters. JEM SPICER/DSRRC



or PHONE01507 529529 QUOTE REF: HRDPS

When you take out a subscription to Heritage Railway

That’s a 30% savingwhen
you pay by direct debit

13 print issues

for £42

for £15.99
6 digital issues

Direct debit

(30% saving)

credit/debit card

Call our customer services team on:

01507 529529

Lines open:

Monday to Friday 8.30am-5pm

Offer Expires: August 13, 2021

TERMS& CONDITIONS:
Rates are based on UK orders only – for overseas please visit
www.classicmagazines.co.uk. Subscriptions will start with
the next available issue. Offer closes August 13, 2021. Direct
debit payments will continue at the price you paid, on this
offer unless you tell us otherwise. Full terms and conditions
can be found at www.classicmagazines.co.uk/terms.

1 year credit/debit card for£45

2 years credit/debit card for£85

13 issues credit/debit card for£28.99



Urgent £10K
SOS fundraiser
is launched to
replace Yeo’s
wheelsets after
defect identified
THEFairbourneRailwayhas launchedan

SOSappealaftera“seriousengineering

defect”was foundtohavedevelopedon

residentLynton&BarnstapleManning

Wardle-style2-6-2TYeo.All thewheelsets

willneedtobereplacedbeforeYeocan

runsafelyagain.

Amainstay in the locomotive

roster, it is needed on a daily basis

for the peak summer timetable. A

commercial engineering company

which can carry out thework quickly

and to the required standard has

been identified.

With the railway still suffering

financially from the effects of

Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, its

management were left with little

choice but to launch a public appeal

for donations towards the estimated

cost of thewheelsets.

Yeowas built by David Curwen in

1978 and formerly named Jubilee.

Unlike the original full-size Yeo on the

L&B, the 12¼in gauge versionwas

fittedwithWalschaerts rather than Joy

valve gear.

Details of how to contribute to

the appealmay be found at www.

fairbournerailway.com/

Donationsmay also bemade by

bank transfer toThe NorthWales

Coast Light Railway Limited, sort code

20-75-01, account number 83566161.

Chequesmade payable toThe North

Wales Coast Light Railway Limited

may be sent to: Fairbourne Railway,

Beach Road, Fairbourne, Gwynedd,

LL38 2EX.

ParracombeHalt today: The concrete shelter erectedby theSouthernRailway

still standson the right.Abungalowerectedon the site in1988will need tobe

demolishedbefore trains can return to thevillage. TONYNICHOLSON

ParracombeHalt as seen inMay1935, fivemonthsbefore theLynton&

BarnstapleRailway closed. LT CATCHPOLE

TheFairbourneRailway’s Lynton&Barnstaple replica2-6-2TYeo in action.WILL SMITH

L&BTrust buys ParracombeHalt
ByRobinJones

THELynton&BarnstapleRailwayTrust

has just completed thepurchaseof

ParracombeHalt, oneof theoriginal

stationson the line.

Followingmonths of work by

lawyers, the halt is now back in

railway ownership and is a key

components of plans to extend the

2ft gauge line from Killington Lane.

The replacement concrete shelter

erected by the Southern Railway at

the halt still stands but a bungalow

was erected on the site in 1988. The

bungalow is currently rented, and

the tenants are now the tenants of

the trust. The building will have to

be demolished in due course and

the levels restored to how they were

in railway days, but the present

occupants of the bungalow will

remain there for as long as they wish,

said a trust spokesman.

Fundraising drive
The trusthasplanningpermission to

extend thepresentonemileof track

fromWoodyBay toKillingtonLane

another4½miles towardsBarnstaple.

Trustees are working on an

application for a Transport &Works

Act Order to operate the extended

line and amajor fundraising drive

is planned to begin shortly to start

construction from Killington Lane to

Parracombe.

Work is already well underway on

designing a new Bridge 65 to carry

Killington Lane over the line. The

revived Parracombe Halt will replace

the temporary western terminus of

Killington Lane which was opened

in 2006.

The halt was built to serve the

village of Parracombe, the second

largest intermediate settlement

along the route of the railway with

a population of under 400, and was

not opened until May 1, 1899 – nearly

a year after the line was opened on

May 16, 1898. As built, it comprised

a simple wooden shelter; the railway

company was so short of money that

no station was built here, despite

meetings being held to decide a

location for a proposed station.

Local opposition to the line came

from landowner Charles Blackmore,

of Court Place, but his younger

brother, the proprietor of the Fox

and Goose Hotel in Parracombe, was

actively supportive.

Stopping place
When thehalt opened, it appeared in

timetables asParracombeChurchtown

and ticketsweredispensedby the local

postoffice.

Even though it was only a halt,

most trains stopped at Parracombe as

there was a good water supply there.

The supply often failed at Lynton &

Lynmouth due to the height of the

latter station.

Infilling of part of the cutting has

buried the trackbed since the site was

auctioned, along with the rest of the

trackbed, in 1938, following the line’s

closure on September 29, 1935.
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Designworkgetsunderway fornewE1boiler

Moorsline fireman returns
to ‘Black Five’ footplate
after absence of 54 years
ByPeterWhitakerandRogerMelton

NORTHYorkshireMoorsRailway

volunteer firemanAllanDawsonhada

double takeonhis rosteredturnonMay

20–whenhewasreunitedwithStanier

'BlackFive'No.44871andwithatypehe

workedonforBR,Standard9F2-10-0

No.92134.

Allan, of Pickering, a firemanwith BR

at Normanton (55E) back in the 1960s,

was working his usual NYMRWhitby

roster with driver Harry Scott, which

included his renewed acquaintance

with the hired-in Ian Riley’s ‘Black Five’.

No. 44871moved to the NYMR for a

short visit prior tomoving to Scotland

for the summer season. It is needed to

provide the NYMRwith an additional

Network Rail-registered engine to

cover the resumption of services to

Whitby.

Although SR Schools 4-4-0

No. 30926 Repton had been in use on

ghost crew training runs prior to the

resumption of passenger-carrying

services, it had to bewithdrawn for

scheduledmaintenance, leaving S15

4-6-0 No. 825 as the sole Network

Rail-registered steam engine available

for a timetable that requires two

such engines, plus a third NYMR-only

engine.

Full complement
With theNYMR’sown‘BlackFive’

No. 5428having recentlybeen returned

to service,withBRStandard42-6-0

No. 76079closebehind, andNo. 30926

alsobackbefore thepeak season, the

linewasbackupacomplementof three

Whitby-capableenginesbyearly July

whenNo. 44871movedon toScotland

to take itsplaceon‘Jacobite' services.

Where non-Whitby engines are

concerned, the NYMR is less stretched,

with No. 92134 and Standard 2-6-4T

No. 80136 available for traffic in the

early part of the season, and NELPG’s

J27 0-6-0 andQ6 0-8-0 expected

to be available for the peak season

– not forgetting Cockerill 0-4-0VBT

Lucie, which is available for carriage

warming and shunting duties.

Allan always kept a diary of his

rosters and turns; from the former

Lancashire &Yorkshire shed,

No. 44871, then of Stockport (9B), had

been entered in there on December 4,

1967, when he and hismate relieved

the crew at Normanton, on 6Z52

Llandudno-Middleborough, working

as far asYork before returning light

engine to their home depot for

disposal.

Beginning his working life as a

locomotive cleaner at Normanton

motive power depot in 1962 and

then promoted to fireman in 1963,

Allan regularly worked on the ex-LMS

mixed traffic 4-6-0s, by then in their

final years – and No. 44871was one

ofmany.

After being relieved on the‘Black

Five’at Grosmont, the crews’diagram

then includedworking an internal

NYMR train to Pickeringwith the 9F.

Allan’s last stint on one of these single-

chimney Riddles freight locomotives

was with No. 92056 on April 3, 1967,

when heworked, again toYork, a

Birkenhead-York cattle train.

‘Can’t beat them’
At the time Allan was at Normanton,

it always had a cross section of the

then-available steam locomotives

remaining operating in this corner

of the North Eastern Region –WD

2-8-0s, B1 4-6-0s, K1 2-6-0s, Stanier

8F 2-8-0s, BR Standards and the

occasional named locomotive

included Jubilees and the odd A1

Pacific.

He was even rostered on A3 Pacific

No. 4472 Flying Scotsman in late 1968

fromYork to Doncaster. However,

the ubiquitous ‘Black Fives’, for which

Allan has never had a bad word, were

his undoubted favourite and he is

often to be heard delivering his own

heartfelt quote: “You can’t beat a

‘Black Five’” to those footplatemen

of other persuasions at Grosmont

shed... the replies of which are not

always printable!

Above:DriverHarryScott (left) and,

reunitedonceagainwith ‘BlackFive’

No. 44871aftermore than50years,

his firemanAllanDawson, await the

right awaywithaNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailway serviceonawetMay

20atWhitby. PETERWHITAKER

Left: Apage fromAllan’spersonal

workingdiary forDecember1967,

inwhichhenotedhis rostered

turnwhenhe first fired ‘BlackFive’

No. 44871.

The frames,wheels andcabof LBSCRE10-6-0TNo.

B110 in theTrainStory visitor centreon June4,with

thebunkerof ‘Terrier’No.W8Freshwateron the

left. TOBY JENNINGS

WORKtodesignanewboiler foruniquesurviving

LBSCRE1No.B110hascommencedat the Isleof

WightSteamRailway.

The1877-built Stroudley 0-6-0T receiveda

Bagnall-built boiler after the SouthernRailway

sold it to theCannock&RugeleyColliery

Company in 1927.The IoWSRplans to replace

thiswith anewboiler,with awelded steel firebox

but closely following the LBSCRMarsh-designed

boilerswithwhich the four original Isle ofWight

E1swere fitted.

Bothof the locomotive’s side tankshavebeen

removed to allowaccuratemeasurements

of the frames for thenewboiler because, as

IoWSR rolling stockmanagerAndrewSummers

explained,“weweren’t 100%surewhat changes

weremadewhen theBagnall boilerwas fitted.”

Withdrawings acquired from theNational

RailwayMuseum,he said“a lot of thegroundwork

hasbeendone”for thenewboiler.

The railwayhas engagedengineerGraham

Morris to carry out thedesignwork, andonce

this is complete, tenderswill be sought for its

construction.

Volunteers are also cleaningup the locomotive’s

smokebox saddle casting and removing the

runningplates,whichwere temporarily bolted

together for the engine tobedisplayedat its

previous homeat the East Somerset Railway, but

will be rivetedonwhen reassembly takes place.

The IoWSRacquired the E1 in 2012, a dealwhich

saw its Ivatt 2MT2-6-0No. 46447move to the ESR

on long-term loan. E1’s purchase and restoration

is being fundedbyabequest and in accordance

with thebenefactor’swishes, itwill be restored in

theguise of island classmateNo.W2Yarmouth.

Priority engine
TheVectis-basedE1swereknownas‘Big

Stroudleys’to island footplatemen todistinguish

themfromtheir smallerA1X‘Terrier’cousins.

One of the latter, No.W8 Freshwater, is

currently undergoing its 10-year overhaul at the

IoWSR, with the aimof returning it to steamnext

year tomark the 150th anniversary of the class.

The‘Terrier’is therefore now takingpriority

over theoverhaul ofHawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST

Invincible,which the IoWSRhadhoped to finish in

time for the line’s 50th anniversary celebrations

in June (News, pages 20 and21), Invinciblehaving

beenoneof the railway’s first locomotiveswhen it

arrived in 1971.

However, the impact of theCovid-19pandemic

meant that itwasnot possible to complete

both Invincible and flagshipO20-4-4TNo.W24

Calbourne for the anniversary year, and so the

latter enginewasprioritised.
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Theengine is liftedoutofClass 08

No. 08635atKidderminsterdiesel

depot. PHIL SEYMOUR/SVR

Theengine is liftedoutofClass 08

No. 08635atKidderminsterdiesel

depot. PHIL SEYMOUR/SVR

Asbestos treatment

for 27 items of stock

in National Collection
ByRobinJones

THEclosureof theNational Railway

MuseumandLocomotionat Shildon

to thepublicduring January toMarch’s

pandemic lockdownperiodallowed

staff andspecialist contactors to tackle

asbestos in27 locomotives and itemsof

rolling stock.

“All museums have a duty to

manage asbestos which was widely

used in the rail industry, and the

NRM has a programme of regular

inspections andmonitoring to ensure

that asbestos is either removed from

vehicles or treated safely,” read a

museum statement.

Encapsulation
“Takingadvantageof the temporary

closureofboth sitesduring lockdown,

PrototypeDelticDP1wasamong

27National Collection locomotives

and itemsof stockwhichunderwent

asbestos ‘remediation’ at theNational

RailwayMuseum inYorkandat the

Locomotionmuseum inShildonwhen

bothwere closed.ROBIN JONES

Severn Valley’s ground-breaking
hydrogen 08 has engine removed
THESevernValleyRailway is celebrating

thecompletionof the latest stageof its

HarrierHydroshunterproject,with the

removalof theoriginal diesel engine

fromaClass 08donor shunter.

As reported in issue 280, the

railway is working in partnership

with the University of Birmingham

and local start-up company Vanguard

Sustainable Transport Solutions

to carry out the UK’s first-ever

conversion of a diesel shunter to run

on hydrogen power.

A giant 100-tonne crane was hired

to lift the engine out of No. 08635

at Kidderminster diesel depot. The

lift of the shunter engine came after

the removal of the 34-tonne 2700hp

engine from Class 50 No. 50033

Glorious,which will now have a

replacement generator fitted.

The shunter project can progress

to the next stage, comprising the

installation of a hydrogen-battery

hybrid traction system being

developed at the university.

The Class 50 Association’s volunteer

engineering director, TonyMiddleton,

who worked across both engine

lifts, said: “This stage of the project

has been a long time in preparation,

and it’s given the opportunity for a

number of our younger volunteers

to work on an exciting and ground-

breaking scheme. They’ve had to

make a lot of preparations, stripping

the components and removing the

nuts and bolts.”

Unique Fairbourne coach
goes home after 37 years
THE FairbourneRailwayPreservation

Societyhaspurchasedahistoric coach

from theWindmill FarmRailway and

brought it back tomid-Wales.

The four-wheeled coach, No. 6, is

the only surviving example of the

three coaches built for Fairbourne

in 1948 byWilkins and Mitchell

of Darlaston to supplement the

existing Bassett-Lowke stock in the

postwar rebuilding programme. The

coaches were steel bodied on steel

underframes, and each had a seating

capacity for eight passengers on

wooden seats.

While coaches Nos. 7 and 8 were

subsequently scrapped, No. 6 was

converted into a permanent way

department wagon and remained

as such until 1984, when it was

sold to the Haigh Railway. Austin

Moss acquired it in order to restore

it for passenger use, and this was

completed in time for a return to

Fairbourne for a gala in 2014.

The coach has now become the

first piece of rolling stock owned

by the FRPS and is to form the

basis of what is hoped to be a 15in

gauge heritage train. It is joined

at Fairbourne by the two glass-

screen-ended open coaches built

in 1950 for Dudley Zoo but resident

at Fairbourne from 1960 until

regauging of the line.

These are now in the ownership

of society publicity officer Graham

Billington. In addition, 1941 built-

Lister Gwril is also at the railway, on

loan from Austin.

FairbourneRailway coachNo. 6
isnowbackafter 37years. FRPS

museumcolleaguesandspecialist

contractorsDCUKandOPScarriedout

workon27vehicles.The remediation

workwas completed successfully and

both siteshave reopened to thepublic.

“The majority of work involved

encapsulation of asbestos rather than

removal. It’s often not possible to

completely remove asbestos without

dismantling the object completely.

This way the asbestos is made safe

while preserving the object.”

Locomotives so treated were LNER

V2 2-6-2 No. 4771 Green Arrow prior

to its removal to the newmuseum

at Doncaster, which opened on

May 29 (issue 281); English Electric

prototype Deltic Co-Co DP1; North

Eastern Railway Bo-Bo electric

No. 1; Southern Railway Battle of

Britain 4-6-2 No. 34051Winston

Churchill; Class 71 electric Bo-Bo

No. 71001; Hetton Railway Lyon; LMS

‘Black Five’No. 5000; LNWR 2-4-0

No. 790 Hardwicke; fireless 0-4-0 No. 1

Imperial; Sharp Stewart 3ft 6in gauge

Cape Government Railways Class

7A 4-8-0 No. 390 and tender; petrol

locomotive No. 4217; and Sentinel

diesel hydraulic shunter Hoo1.

Carriages &wagons
Similarly treatedwere theBRAPT-Egas

turbine trainpower car; theSR2-BIL

motorbrake thirdanddriving trailer

composite; the three-carClass 306EMU;

Class414driving trailerNo. 75395and

motor coachNo. 61275andSouthern

Region4-CORelectricmotoropen

brake thirdNo. S11179S; andEastern

RegionMatisa Ltd tampingmachineNo.

DB74007.

Rolling stock which came in for

attention were LNWR dining car

No. 76; LNWR first class corridor

brake No. 5154; East Coast Joint

Stock passenger brake van (LNER)

No. 109; a Compagnie Internationale

deWagon-Lits et de Grands Express

Européens sleeping car; BR horsebox

No. S96369; and special eight-ton

cattle van No. 37338.

The original 08 engine is no

longer required for the Harrier

Hydroshunter.

It will be used for training and

to provide spare parts for future

engineering projects.

Vanguard Sustainable Transport

Solutions project engineer Peter

Amor said: “We’re really making some

fantastic progress on this project and

it’s thanks to the hard graft of SVR

volunteers. I can’t wait to continue

pushing ahead with the design of the

hydrogen power pack.”

After the locomotive receives its

new power pack, testing is planned

to take place at the SVR later this year.

!The SVR has released a film

about the engine lifts on its official

YouTube channel at https://youtu.

be/GX61sdOC4Gs
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Photography
workshops
to return at
Moorsline
PHOTOGRAPHERS arebeing invited

to takepart in a seriesofNorth

YorkshireMoorsRailwayworkshops

–whichhave returnedafter last year’s

lockdowncancellation.

Led by professional photographer,

author and teacher John Potter, the

one-day workshops are £125 per

person and offered at a beginner

or intermediate level, ensuring

suitability for all skill sets and

experience.

Participants will learn how to use

a digital camera more creatively

and will travel on the heritage

railway, visiting key milestones and

locations for a variety of photography

opportunities, including Pickering

and Goathland station. The sessions

also include a walk across the

moor to a viewing location for

photographing trains passing

through Darnholm, and working in

the Learning Centre. There will be

ample opportunity to photograph

trains and NYMR characters.

Laura Strangeway, NYMR’s head

of business development, said: “Last

year we were so disappointed that

due to the pandemic and subsequent

lockdowns our photography

workshops were unable to go ahead,

which is why, with enhanced social

distancing and proper measures in

place, we’re excited to launch these

popular courses once again.

“Thanks to our intimate smaller

classes of up to eight participants,

the courses are tailored to the

needs and desires of the budding

photographers, allowing enough

time and attention to be given to

each person.

“After all, what better way to

enhance your skills than with the

surroundings of the beautiful North

Yorkshire Moors Railway in front of

your lens?”

In line with official government

guidelines, the courses have been

adapted taking into account limited

capacity and social distancing.

Attendees are also required to wear

a facemask during the workshops.

This course is suitable only for

adults aged 18 years and over,

and the fee includes train travel

and refreshments.

! Formore information and to

book, visit www.nymr.co.uk/digital-

photography-workshops

Participants at apreviousNorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayphotographyworkshopcapturing ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 44806as it

arrivesatPickering station. The locomotive is currentlyundergoingoverhaul.NYMR
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Right: Peter

Weightman (left),

fromtheTanfield

Railway, and

the chairmanof

HordenParish

Council, Bill

Morrow,with

Hordenandan

imagetakenwhen

the locomotive

was completed in

1904. TR

Left: Anthony

Coulls addressing

theaudienceat

the launchof

Horden. TR

Horden is back in traffic
for first time in 49 years
ByRobinJones

ANDREWBarclay0-6-0STNo.1015of

1904Hordenhasreturnedtosteamafter

49years followingthecompletionof

aseven-year restorationat itsTanfield

Railwayhome.

Hordenwas officially relaunched

into traffic over theweekend of June

12/13.

Supplied new for the opening of

Horden Colliery on the Durham coast,

entering service as No. 1Horden, the

locomotive has been returned to as-

built condition completewith intricate

paintwork and gold leaf lettering.

Dignitaries fromHordenwere

among the invited guests on June

12 for the official launch. Following

a speech by the National Railway

Museum’s senior curator of rail

transport and technology, Anthony

Coulls, a bottle of beer was smashed

over the buffer beam.

Smashing the bottle was Peter

Weightman, themanwho saved

Horden from scrap in 1972 and

eventuallymasterminded the

restoration. Thework was carried

out almost entirely by aTanfield

volunteer team.

The restoration teamhad to

overcome obstacles ranging from

historical accident damage to the

theft of £20,000worth of components

during the first coronavirus lockdown.

History brought to life
Peter said:“It’s beena longproject – lots

of reallyhardworkhasgone into it, but I

have to say I think itwasworth it for the

end result. Before the restorationmany

peoplewroteHordenoff as abit of a

no-hoper.

“It was in a very battered state and

had suffered collision damage when

working for the National Coal Board.

“But we could see just how great

Horden could be if fully restored.

Seeing it back in steampulling

trains for the first time in 49 years is

really satisfying.”

On June 13,Hordenworked its first

passenger trains. Demandwas strong,

with visitors coming from throughout

the country for their chance to ride

behind it.

Tanfield general manager David

Watchman said:“Wemet some great

people who rememberHorden from

its timeworking at collieries in east

Durham. They brought the history of

the locomotive and the area to life.”

Horden Colliery was once the

biggest in theworld and employed

thousands ofmen, but the locomotive

carrying its name is now one of the

largest remaining artefacts from the

colliery.

Horden Collieries Ltd owned

Blackhall, Horden and Shotton

Collieries, and the locomotives they

ownedmoved around between

them.Hordenwas oncemoved by

road in steam, over four track panels

at a time, between Shotton and

Horden Collieries to avoid high NER

movement charges.

In June 1969 it was sent north

to Ashington CentralWorkshops

in Northumberland for overhaul,

the only NCBDurhamArea steam

locomotive ever sent there. It returned

to Horden Colliery in spring 1970 and

ran there alongside Hawthorn Leslie

0-6-0ST No. 3513 of 1923 Stagshaw,

which is also part of theTanfield

fleet.While at Shotton Colliery,

Horden collided head-onwith a BR

Q6 0-8-0 and still carries a bent front

buffer beam.

Into preservation
In September1972, ShottonColliery

closed.Hordenwas sold to the

StephensonHawthornLocomotiveTrust

andmoved toNCBBackworthColliery in

Northumberland for storage. Following

furtherperiodsofNCBstorage, itmoved

toTanfield in June1980.

Hordenwas assessed for restoration

in 2011 andwork began in 2012,

when the boiler was lifted out of the

frames. InMarch 2013, thewheels

were removed from the frames.

In 2015Hordenwas given new tyres

which had been supplied direct from

Barclay when it was first preserved.
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Isle of Wight
Ivatts will
be named
for 1960s
weekend
BOTH Ivatt2-6-2Tsonthe IsleofWight

SteamRailwayaretobetemporarily

namedandrenumberedfor the line’s

1960sweekend.

The pair of LMS-design 2MTs,

Nos. 41298 and 41313, will carry vinyl

nameplates to becomeNos.W1 Ryde

andW5 Cowes for the September

25/26 event, carrying on the tradition

set by the island’s LSWRO2 0-4-4Ts

and LBSCR‘Terrier’and E1 0-6-0Ts.

The IoWSR is creating an alternative

version of 1967 for theweekend, with

the premise that steamhas survived

on the island, and six Ivatt tanks have

been shipped across the Solent to

BR signs discovered on allotment plots
BRENAMELsigns fromtheColneValley

linehavereturnedtothepreserved

sectionof therouteafterbeingfoundon

anallotment.

An Eastern Region blue running-

in board from Sible and Castle

Hedingham station has gone

on display in the Lottery-funded

museum at the ColneValley Railway’s

Castle Hedinghamheadquarters,

approximately amile from its

original location.

It was one of three signs from

the former ColneValley & Halstead

Railway acquired by the CVR after they

were discovered on an allotment near

the Essex/Suffolk border; the others

were Birdbrook, and‘Change for Colne

Valley Line’fromHaverhill, with the

latter now displayed in the railway’s

entrance building.

Also found on the same plot

were two signs from Lavenhamon

the nearby LongMelford-Bury St

Edmunds line, a platform direction

sign thought to be from Ipswich,

other signs from the Gospel Oak-

Barking line in London, and numerous

replace the elderly AdamsO2s.

Class 05 diesel D2554, which came

to the island in 1966 for use on the

electrificationwork andwas given the

nickname‘Nuclear Fred’, will runwith a

1960s engineering train, while O2

No.W24 Calbournewill be displayed

in the station yard as though newly

preserved by theWight Locomotive

Society, with some of the line’s

younger volunteers playing the part of

the teenage enthusiasts of the 1960s.

The presence of Nos. 41298

and 41313 on the IoWSR already

represents whatmight have been

had the almost-identical BR Standard

2MT tanks been sent to the island as

proposed in the early 1960s, before

the decisionwas taken to electrify the

Ryde-Shanklin line instead.

Two island locomotives have

previously carried the name Ryde: Isle

ofWight Railway Beyer Peacock 2-4-0T

No. 1, built in 1864 and scrapped at

Eastleigh in 1940 despite having been

set aside for preservation; and E1

No.W3, brought to the island in 1932

and scrapped in 1959. The name

Coweswas applied to Isle ofWight

Central Railway Beyer Peacock 2-4-0T

No. 4, ‘Terrier’No.W10, and finally O2

No.W15, whichwas scrapped in 1956.

advertising signs.

Use of such signs on allotments

appears to have been awidespread

practice. A 20ft by 6ft example

reading‘British Railways King’s Cross

Goods and Coal Depot’was recently

unearthed in a similar location in

Stevenage, raising the question of

howmanymore are waiting to be

found.

The ColneValley signs were sent to

Ipswich for resale after the line closed

to passengers in December 1961, then

to freight traffic betweenYeldham and

Halstead in 1964, and the remaining

sections fromHalstead to Chappel &

Wakes Colne, and between Haverhill’s

North and South stations, in April

1965.

Paul Lemon, chairman of Colne

Valley Railway Preservation Ltd,

explained:“The Signal &Telegraph

Department removed everything,

and the totemswent to collectors –

but nobodywanted the running-in

boards, so theywent for scrap.

“In those days, you didn’t buy a

flat-pack shed or fence panels – you

just bought a load of scrap and did

it yourself.”

Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41298atAsheyonAugust6, 2017, representinghowthe Isle

ofWight’s railwaysmighthave looked in the1960s. TOBY JENNINGS

Displaying the ravagesof

its timeonanallotment,

but in remarkablygood

conditionnonetheless,

the running-inboard

fromSibleandCastle

Hedinghamstationnow

takesprideofplace in the

ColneValleyRailway’s

museumatnearbyCastle

Hedingham.

COLNE VALLEY RAILWAY

THEWensleydaleRailwayhasbeen

givencustodyof aNational Railway

Museumphotographic archiveandwill

use it as aunique resource forhistorians

andenthusiasts.

More than 3000 pictures will be

coupled with the heritage line’s

own collection to form the basis

of the new Richard King Gallery in

the former station waiting room at

Finghall Lane Halt.

Wensleydale Railway plc chairman

Guy Loveridge said the line was

“delighted”to have been granted

custody of the images.

He said: “Many of these images,

some dating back into the early

1900s, have never been shown

publicly in this way.

“There is a wealth of material,

and we already have plans for an

exhibition in 2022 themed Royalty on

the Rails, which will utilise a selection

of the newly-arrived collection.”

Two Teesside University history

students who are joining the railway

as interns will undertake cataloguing

and digital scanning to allow the

creation of a reference archive.

Enthusiasts will be able to purchase

duplicate photographs of some

images from the archive, with all the

proceeds going to the railway.

NRM photographic collection now at Wensleydale

Stockton&
Darlington
tracksidepub
tobecomea
Sainsbury’s
ACONTROVERSIAL plan to

bulldoze part of a 190-year-old

public house standing

alongside the trackbedof the

Stockton&DarlingtonRailway

tomakeway for a Sainsbury’s

convenience store has been

approvedbymembers of

DarlingtonBoroughCouncil’s

planning committee.

PlatformOne, previously

known as the Fighting Cocks

and situated in Historic

England’s Stockton and

Darlington Railway Heritage

Action Zone inMiddleton St

George, has been described

as one of the world’s first

railway pubs.

A planning officer’s report

acknowledged:“The Fighting

Cocks played an important

part... in the provision of

shelter, refreshment and

hospitality for passengers and

those attending the depot. It

has been in continuous use

since its inception retaining

the strong historic tie.”

Community asset
It was listed as anAsset of

CommunityValue inApril last

year, havingbeennominated

byMiddleton StGeorge Parish

Council, but no expressions

of interestwere subsequently

registered, allowing the

building’s owner to sell it to

whoeverwas prepared to buy it.

The report said that the

absence of any community

bid and the 14 tenancy

agreements at the premises

since 2008 showed“the lack of

future viability of the existing

building as a public house.”

However, the council’s

conservation officer said

the conversion would have

a harmful impact on the

significance and character of a

building of“high significance.”

A total of 149 objections to

the scheme for the building –

which has been used as a coal

depot, ticket office and inn –

were lodged.
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Triple boost for railwayana auctions
as collectors eye return to normality
ByGeoffCourtney

THEpossibilityofoneof the railwayana

auctions returning to liveaudience

sales, theemergenceon themarket

of anameplate fromoneof the

original streamlined‘CoronationScot‘

Pacifics, and the launchof anew

specialist auctionhousehasboosted

the railwayanamovementafter the

difficultiesof thecoronaviruspandemic.

A return to auctions with a

saleroom audience is a development

that would be welcomed bymany

collectors, and it is Dave Robinson,

boss of Great Northern Railwayana,

who has given a cautious indication

that he may reopen the doors at his

next sale on October 2.

“I have always said that as soon

as the rules allow, and as long as I

feel comfortable, I will relaunch live

audience auctions with nomessing

about,”he told Heritage Railway. “I

want to do it but it all depends on

Boris. It can’t be half-hearted – it will

happen only if it is back to normal,

with nomasks or social distancing.”

Dave, who since his last live

audience auction in October 2019

has been running his bi-annual sales

online, has been in discussion with

his regular venue, Poynton Leisure

Centre, about a possible return,

while his regular auctioneer, Ian

Wright, had said he was also willing

to return.

“Nearly all the vendors and

buyers who have been delivering

or collecting items in the online

auctions I have been holding have

said they would welcome returning

to the saleroom,”Dave continued. “It

is as much about the social aspect as

anything else.”

Top nameplate
Headdedthat ifa returnonOctober

2wasnotpossible, thatsalewould

continueusingthecurrentmethodof

beingheldonline,andwouldrunfrom

September26toOctober12.

That sale will include the nameplate

Princess Alexandra from LMS Princess

Coronation No. 46224, one of the

first five in the class built at Crewe

in 1937 to specifically haul the

newly-launched‘Coronation Scot,’

a London to Glasgow express that

was the LMS’s response to the LNER’s

‘Coronation’train between the capital

and Edinburgh.

These first five Pacifics were

streamlined and outshopped in blue

livery with silver ‘speed stripes’and

chrome-plated nameplates, and it

is one of these that Great Northern

will be selling, either in front of a live

audience or online. Describing it as

the best nameplate he has ever sold

in the auction’s eight-year history,

Dave said:“Princess Coronation

nameplates are invariably in demand

and this one, being from one of the

first five that hauled‘The Coronation

Scot,’has added appeal.”

Underlininghis success: Twopages fromChris France’s treasured IanAllan

ABCCombinedVolume inwhicheverySouthernRegionEMU isunderlined.

CHRIS FRANCE
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ByHughDougherty

THE restorationof formerCounty

Donegal Railways2-6-4TNo. 5Drumboe

is firmlybackon trackatHeritage

Engineering Ireland’sWhiteheadbase

after engineers, furloughed fromthe

start of 2021, cameback toworkon

May1.

The locomotive’s rolling chassis has

beenmoved into the Henry Dunleath

workshop where work is underway

on replacing the cylinder cladding.

A new bunker has been fabricated

and, after assessment, it was decided

to replace all of the cab steel,

although some ironwork has been

restored and reused on both it and

the bunker.

Donegal Railway Heritage Centre

manager Niall McCaughan said:

“We’re delighted that work has

restarted and is going on apace, so

that we hope to welcome Drumboe

back home to Donegal in the

autumn.

“Although the current work,

which has included repainting the

outside of the boiler and firebox after

descaling, as well as an initial boiler

inspection, consists of a cosmetic

restoration, all the work is being done

to a standard which will allow the

loco to steam in the future.

“Although our appeal for funds

to restore the loco were generously

supported by somany people, costs

for the platform and canopy under

which we will exhibit No. 5 have risen

because of the effects of the Covid-19

crisis, and there’s still leeway for

more donations to ensure we have

everything in place forDrumboe’s

triumphant return.

“Full details are available at www.

donegalrailway.com for anyone who

can help.”

Lesson in safety
Meanwhile, the heritage centre,

which is again fully open, has

received the donation ofWebb and

Thompsonminiature train staff

apparatus, which formerly did duty at

Glenmaquin Station on the Strabane-

Letterkenny line between 1909 and

1947, when the station was demoted

to a halt and its passing loop and

block post status removed.

Mark McDaid, chairman of the

centre’s board of trustees, said:

“We are delighted to have had

this artefact donated to us by the

MacMahon family, descendants

of JimmyMacMahon, the last

Ballyshannon stationmaster who

managed to save this machine from

destruction when the railway closed.

“MichaelWalsh, of the Irish Railway

Record Society, worked with the

family to persuade them to donate

it to the centre where, after a little

initial restoration, it is now on display

along with train staffs to explain how

traffic was controlled on CDR’s single

line sections.

“As the status and reputation of the

centre has grown, we’re findingmore

andmore people are coming forward

to us with Donegal Railway artefacts.”

Mark has nowmade the train staff

apparatus the focus of the centre’s

latest short MuseumMoment video

onYouTube. He describes what how

the train staff systemworked, how

staffs with keys were used to unlock

sidings points at halts, and displays

a very rare, wooden train staff in the

museum collection.

Dating from the opening of the

Stranorlar-Glenties line in 1895, it

recalls the era before the electric train

staff systemwas adopted on every

CDR line. In the early wooden staff,

the section name is carved into the

woodwork of what looks almost like

a chair leg.

The County Donegal Railways used

large staffs on the Derry, Glenties,

Ballyshannon and Killybegs lines,

with miniature instruments in use

on the Finn Valley,West Donegal

and Letterkenny sections. A serious

accident took place on August 29,

1949, when the driver of railcar 17

left Donegal station for Ballyshannon

without a train staff, and was rammed

head-on by a goods train powered by

4-6-4T Owenea. The railcar driver and

two women passengers were killed

and several injured.

In the video, Mark uses the story

of the tragic accident, which is still

talked about in Donegal to this day,

to underline how important the train

staff systemwas to safety.

View the MuseumMoment video

via the Donegal Railway Heritage

Centre Facebook page, or find it

onYouTube.
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Left:Waiting for the right away:

LMSPrincessCoronationNo. 46224

isprimed for theguard’s green flag

atGlasgowCentral onApril 14, 1955,

with theUp ‘Royal Scot’ to London.

APrincessAlexandranameplate

fromthePacific,whichwasoneof

the first five streamlinedmembers

of the class tobebuilt in1937 for

hauling theprestigious ‘Coronation

Scot’ betweenEustonandGlasgow,

will be starring inGreatNorthern

Railwayana’s auction inOctober.

NEVILLE STEAD COLLECTION/THE

TRANSPORT LIBRARY

MarkMcDaid (right)withmembersof theMacMahon family as theyhandover the

train staff apparatus.DRHT

Drumboe’s rolling chassis hasbeenmoved into theHenryDunleathworkshopat

Whitehead.HEI

HeritageEngineering Ireland staff

havebuilt a replacement coalbunker

forDrumboeusingoriginal drawings

andcopying theexistingbunker,

ready forwhen the formerCounty

DonegalRailways locomotive steams

again.HEI

New auction house
Meanwhile, long-time railwayana

collector and1950s trainspotterChris

Francehas revealedplans to return

to theauction scene.The73-year-old

formerly ran internet auctionhouse

Railwayana.net,whichhe sold to

GreatCentral Railwayana in2015.

At theendof Julyhe ismakinga

comebackwithanewventure, called

RailwayanaSales.

This will run online auctions

for oneweek starting on the last

Monday of eachmonth, initially

selling individual negatives and

slides, where Chris says there is

a gap in themarket, although

he expects to include occasional

railwayana as it becomes

established.

Thewww.railwayana.org site will

have three sections, comprising

collecting themeswith price

guides, photograph galleries, and

auctions, andwill include until the

end of this year what he describes

as his unique selling point (USP)

– no vendor’s commission on any

item, and additionally the hammer

price plus 5% to the vendors of

nameplates and totems. The only

charge, he said, would thus be a

buyer’s premiumof 10%, with no

additional cost for bidding online.

Chris has another USP – or

perhaps that should be a UTP

(unique trainspotter’s point), which

surely few trainspotters canmatch.

He started collecting numbers in

1958 and by 1962 had ‘copped’

every Southern Region electric

multiple unit then in service, the

final one being a 4-Sub he saw in

a siding at Coulsdon North station

on his way to school. Over the

decades since the milestone, he

has forgotten the number.

A railwayana collector since

1997whose first nameplate was

fromGWRNo. 6939 Calveley

Hall, the trigger for launching his

new venture was when hemade

unsuccessful attempts to acquire

original slides or negatives of every

Southern locomotive in service at

nationalisation or built after. “A sad

old trainspotter trying to complete

the filling-in of his Combined

Volume,”he said.

Drumboe restoration is back on track
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CleanedClass
Kexhaust
steam
injector
body from
No.70000
Britanniaand
thepattern
for that for
No. 71000
Dukeof
Gloucester.
A1SLT

The twooutside connecting rods forNo. 2007Princeof

WalesatDarlingtonLocomotiveWorks.A1SLT

TheP2project isworkingwithWMGtocreateaone-third scaleworking

modelof the cambox for theLentz-Franklin valvegear aspart of thedesign

andmanufacturingprocess, oneof themost challengingaspectsof the

project.WMG isanacademicdepartmentat theUniversityofWarwick,

providing research, educationandknowledge transfer inengineering,

management,manufacturingand technology. It offered to3D-print aone-

third scale camboxandparts for theproject. TheP2engineering teamwill

have theopportunity touse the camboxmodel toeducate sponsors, donors

andschoolpartiesof the innerworkingsof Lentz Franklin valvegear.

WMG/A1SLT

IN BRIEF
!THE owner of Class 73

No. 73129 – numbered E6036

when outshopped byVulcan

Foundry in 1966 – has relocated

it to CambrianHeritage Railways.

Withdrawnby EWS in 2003, the

locomotive, which carried the

name City ofWinchester,was

restored at the Gloucestershire

Warwickshire Railway.

! BARROWHill based Peckett

0-6-0ST No. 2000 of 1942 is visiting

the Helston Railway, which was

planning to reopen on July 7. Steam-

hauled trains will initially operate on

Wednesdays andThursdays.

!NORWICHpolicewere

investigating vandalism to the

signalling systemand turntable

at the city’s Eaton ParkMiniature

Railway in the early evening of

June 14. The operator, Norwich

andDistrict Society ofModel

Engineers, has supplied CCTV

images to officers.

! ALL four stations at the Great

Central Railway reopened to the

public from June 26. Until now,

under Covid-19 restrictions, the line

had been offering only pre-booked

single round trips fromQuorn &

Woodhouse, but rover tickets are now

available again, with Loughborough

Central, Rothley and Leicester North

stations all reopened.

!AMAJOR new£18million

museumwhich has opened in a

Derby UNESCOWorld Heritage Site

that housedwhat is believed to be

theworld’s first successfulmodern

factory includes amodel railway

amongmore than 30,000 exhibits.

Formerly Derby’s Industrial

Museum, theMuseumofMaking

occupies a 300-year-old Grade II*

listedmill in SilkMill Lane inside

theDerwentValleyMills heritage

site. It includes theMidlands

Model Railway, whichwas retained

from the SilkMill Museum that

operated on the site previously,

alongwith Rolls-Royce engines

and aworkshopwhere visitors

canmake their own furniture

and jewellery.

! THE Association of Bexley Charities

‘78 will hold a charity Model Train

andToy Fair at the Falconwood

Community Centre in The Green,

Welling, Kent, DA16 2PG onThursday,

August 26 from 5.30pm to 9.30pm.

There will be sales stands with new

and usedmodel railways.

! PLANS for aThai restaurant in

twomodern-day GreatWestern

Railway carriages overlooking the

HighlandMain Line in Pitlochry

have hit the buffers. Perth and

Kinross Council’s property sub-

committee has refused a lease

on the site in Rie-Achan Road car

park. An objector said that there

was already insufficient parking

in Pitlochry.

Inject another £50,000
into a newGresley P2!
ByRobinJones

THEA1SteamLocomotiveTrusthas

launchedThe InjectorsClub–the latest

in itshighlysuccessful seriesofnational

fundraising initiatives tobuildBritain’s

mostpowerful steamlocomotive,Gresley

P22-8-2No.2007PrinceofWales.

No. 2007will require both a live and

exhaust steam injector. Using a series

of converging and diverging cones, a

live steam injector is used to deliver

cold water into the boiler against its

own pressure, using its boiler steam

with nomoving parts.

The exhaust steam injector is even

more complex, as it is capable of

running on exhaust steam from the

cylinders when power is applied

or live steamwhen the regulator is

closed. By reusing steam that would

otherwise be exhausted through the

chimney, it provides a worthwhile

saving in coal andwater.

In 2017, the trust acquired a new

Davies &Metcalfe live steam injector

– part of a batch of 10manufactured

for a consortium of Bulleid Pacific

owners – fromMerchant Navy

No. 35006 Peninsular &Oriental S.

N. Co. based at the Gloucestershire

Warwickshire Railway.

Borrowedpatterns
The trust is alsomanufacturing

a newDavies &Metcalfe Class K

exhaust steam injector using patterns

borrowed fromNo. 71000Duke of

Gloucester and alsomeasuring an

example borrowed fromNo. 70000

Britannia. All the interior components

have been drawn as 3D CADmodels

by the trust’s Martin Shepherd, while

P2 engineering director David Elliott

has completed the 3Dmodelling of

the injector body.

In order to keep on schedule to

complete No. 2007within the next

three years, the trust needs to have

both injectors ready for installation in

2022. It is estimated that the injectors

will cost around £50,000 to acquire,

manufacture and install. Therefore,

The Injectors Club aims to recruit 50

supporters each donating £1000 plus

Gift Aid (in up to four payments of

£250).

Members will get the opportunity

to buy tickets on one of the first trains

hauled by No. 2007, reasonable access

to the P2 at all times, an exclusive

certificate signed by the design team

of David Elliott, Daniela Filová and

Martin Shepherd, and the chance to

attend a special supporters’day with

A1 No. 60163 Tornado.

TrusteeMark Allatt said:“We are

delightedwith the support the project

to build Britain’s most powerful steam

locomotive has received since its

launch over seven years ago.With

more than £3.4million spent and

around £3.9million donated to date of

the estimated £5million required, we

remain on track for completionwithin

three years.

“However, tomaintain this progress

we need to raise £700,000 per year

andThe Injectors Clubwill make a

significant contribution to this total.”

Meanwhile, bothmachined outside

connecting rods have nowbeen

delivered to Darlington Locomotive

Works. The fundraising campaign to

raise an initial target of £210,000 to

finance themanufacture of the heavy

motion has so far raised £178,000

throughTheMotion Club.

Thework involved inmanufacturing

themotion includes the redesign of

coupling and connecting rods to use

modernmaterial, as prewar nickel

chrome steel alloy proved prone to

fracture; incorporation of late-pattern

BR-type continuous whitemetal lined

crank pin bearing bushes; and the

use of the late-A1 design of inside

connecting rods, which overcame

the tendency for the original design

of inside connecting rods on LNER

Pacifics to suffer big-end failure.

InMay 2018, the trust placed an

order of £181,000with Stephenson

(Engineering) Ltd of Atherton,

Manchester for the heavymotion.

Rods to be fitted
David Elliott said:“The delivery of the

outside connecting rods for Prince

ofWales is amajor step forward for

the project, especially given the

limitations of working during the

Covid-19 pandemic. Themachining of

each rod by Stephenson (Engineering)

Ltd takes around 100 hours. The next

fewmonths will see the completion

of all of the heavymotion and the

trial fitting of the coupling rods to the

engine – creating the first tender-

engine standard gaugeMikado in the

UK since 1945.”

!Supporterscan joinThe Injectors

Clubbyvisitingwww.p2steam.

com/support/the-injectors-club,by

emailingenquiries@p2steam.com,or

telephoning01325460163.
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TWOunrestored locomotives

havearrivedat theApedaleValley

LightRailway.

AMoseley RailwayTrustmember

has bought Avonside 2ft gauge

0-4-0TNo. 1986 of 1926 Renishaw

SugarNo. 2,which, as reported

in issue 274, was repatriated

fromSouth Africa inMay 2020 by

the Richmond Light Railway at

Headcorn in Kent and subsequently

offered for sale.

No. 1986was supplied new for

use on the Renishaw Sugar Estates

systembefore being displayed

outdoors at the company’s offices

follwing its withdrawal.

It arrived at Apedale on June 11.

Its restoration at the Potteries line

is set to be a long-termproject as

it will need a newboiler, possibly

reusing the existing fittings.

On June 18, Ruston LAT 4wD

No. 375360 of 1954, whichworked

for the Chemical and Insulating

Company in Darlington, arrived

at Apedale, and is also in need of

heavy restoration.

Apedale collection’snewadditions

Long-termproject: Avonside2ftgauge0-4-0TNo. 1986of1926Renishaw

SugarNo.2arrivesat theApedaleValley LightRailway.AVLR

Flour Mill set
to overhaul
Severn Valley
auto tank
POPULARSevernValleyRailway-basedGWR

auto tankNo. 1450 is toundergo its 10-yearly

overhaul at Bill Parker’s FlourMillworkshopat

Bream in theForestofDean.

There it will join owner Mike Little’s

GWR 4575 small 2-6-2T No. 5538, which

is undergoing a long and complete

restoration, extending to a pair of new

cylinder castings.

Built at Swindon in 1935, No. 1450 was

bought by the Dart Valley Railway after it

was withdrawn from Exmouth Junction

shed in May 1965, and became amainstay

of the Buckfastleigh operation until it was

sold to Mike and Barry Cordell in 1991.

After spending 10 years on the Dean

Forest Railway, it moved to the SVR in 2014

and has visited several other heritage lines.

Until No. 1450 has been dismantled,

the extent of the work to overhaul it is

unknown. The work on No. 5538 will be

set aside until No. 1450 is back in service,

said Bill.

Three of a kind

Theboiler of sister locomotiveNo. 5539, owned

byHughShipton, arrivedat theFlourMill

in June fromLlangollen,where it hadbeen

partiallydismantled.

One of the ‘Barry 10’, the frames have

been rebuilt by Mike Pearce and are

currently in the Plymouth Road shed of the

Barry Tourist Railway. The boiler requires

extensive repairs, including a new backhead

andmuch of the outer firebox sides and

throatplate, the front barrel section and

front tubeplate.

Its arrival makes up a trio of class

members’boilers at Bream. That of Bill’s

No. L150 has just passed its hydraulic test.

As No. 5521, it was painted in London

Transport red, similar to that worn by GWR

pannier tanks used by LT until 1971, and

renumbered to commemorate the 150th

anniversary of the Metropolitan Line. Its cab

height was reduced to allow it to operate on

London Underground’s sub-surface lines.

Above: Theboiler ofMikeLittle’s small 2-6-2TNo. 5538 trial fitted into the

framesat theFlourMill.BILL PARKER

Right: Theboiler ofNo. 5539at theFlourMill foroverhaul following its

arrival fromLlangollen in June. BILL PARKER

Above:Hoping tobeback soon,

MikeLittle’s Collett 0-4-2TNo. 1450

ispictureddouble-headingwithWR

0-6-0PTNo. 1501outof FoleyPark

Tunnel on theSevernValleyRailway

onMarch16, 2018. JOHN TITLOW
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Public demo:BRD2245 is the centreof attentionat the

DerwentValley LightRailway’sMurtonPark station in

YorkonApril 18as it entertains visitorswith shunting

demonstrations. The04class 0-6-0,whichentered traffic in

November1956asNo. 11215, is oneof a fleetofninediesels

basedon thepreserved line, ofwhichall butoneare in

workingorder. JONATHAN STOCKWELL

Fully operational fleetwould be
‘quite something’ says theDVLR
ByGeoffCourtney

THEDerwentValley LightRailway is just a

few replacementparts away fromachieving

the landmarkofhavingeveryoneof its nine

locomotives inworkingorder andavailable for

eitherpassengeruseor shuntingdemonstrations.

Based in York’s Murton Park, the home of the

Yorkshire Museum of Farming, the standard

gauge railway has a fleet of nine diesels, three

of which are ex-BR. The only current non-

operative locomotive is a Ruston & Hornsby

88DS 4wDM that requires cylinder liners

and pistons to enable it to join its working

stablemates.

DVLR trustee Trevor Humbey, who oversees

the locomotives and rolling stock department,

said the parts needed were in the Ruston VPH

series, for which there were very few outlets

and thus were not readily available. “We are

looking for what we require, but it is proving

difficult,”he said, adding that if some were

traced, he would expect work on the loco to be

completed within a year.

In addition to the non-operative locomotive,

the railway has five more industrial diesels –

two other Ruston & Hornsby 88DSmodels, a

Ruston 48DS 4wDM, a 165DS 0-4-0 from the

samemanufacturer, and the oldest in the fleet,

a 1947 Fowler 0-4-0DM.

Completing the line-up are the three ex-BR

locomotives, No. 03079 (D2079), Class 04

D2245 and themost recent arrival, Class 08

No. 08528 (D3690), a former Liverpool Street

station pilot.

Of the possibility of having the entire fleet

operational, Trevor said: “We have never

previously had every loco available, but this

time it is all falling into place.

“It would be quite something, as many

railways have a greater proportion of locos out

of use than we do.”

His pride was echoed by Jonathan Stockwell,

the railway’s archivist and joint editor of the

society’s quarterly newsletter. He said that even

having eight out of nine in working order was

“an amazing achievement”.

The original Derwent Valley Light Railway

ran for 15 miles fromYork Layerthorpe to

Cliffe Common, near Selby. It opened in

1912 for mainly agricultural traffic, although

passenger trains ran until 1926, and closed in

September 1981, at which time it was one of

the last privately-run standard gauge lines in

the country.

In 1990 preservationists took over a half-mile

stretch of the line that is their home today,

within Murton Park, where the original track

was still in place. Regular passenger services

started there in 1993.

VisitingWR4-6-0No. 6989WightwickHallarrivesat Shentonon theBattlefield Linewith its first train, the3.30pmfromShackerstoneonMay29,havingmoved from

theBuckinghamshireRailwayCentreearlier in theweek. Themain locomotiveall daywasClass 20D8110, andWightwickHallwasadded for the last trainasa test

run. Thepair doubleheadedoutandback, the20 leading inbothdirections.At thispoint the20hadbeen removed to run round,with theHall following shortly after.

ALISTAIR GRIEVE
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Severn Valley
marks pannier
tank’s 50 years
on the railway

ByRobinJones

THESevernValleyRailwayhelda special

celebration tomarkhalf a century since

GWRpannierNo. 5764wasdelivered to

theheritage line straightoutof service.

Built at Swindon in 1929,

No. 5764 spent 31 years working

for the GWR and BR, largely hauling

empty coaching stock in and out

of Paddington as well as trip and

freight duties before BR sent it to

Wolverhampton Stafford Road works

for heavy repair in February 1960.

When it returned to London that

May, it was sold to London Transport,

where it became L95.

Used on night-time engineering

trains on the capital’s Underground

network, it also appeared during

daylight hours working the system’s

‘rubbish train’ to and from the refuse

tip atWatford.

In 1970, the SVR’s Kidderminster

branch, under the chairmanship

of John Hill, formed the Severn

Valley Railway Pannier Tank Fund to

purchase L95 from London Transport.

L95 continued in LT traffic until

June 6, 1971. During its working

life, the locomotive had covered an

impressive 668,771 miles.

Following the sale, No. 5764 was

delivered to Bridgnorth on Saturday,

June 19 that year. It was lit up before

it had been removed from the

low-loader which brought in from

Neasden for its first steaming on the

Sunday.

The locoomtive ran in LT maroon

livery during its first season on the

SVR but was restored to GWR green

in 1972.

Pete Waterman relaunches Heaton Park tramway
POP impresario legendandtransport

enthusiastPeteWatermanformally

launchedthefirstHeatonPark tram

back intooperation in frontofdelighted

guestsandmembersata reopening

ceremonyonSaturday, June5.

At the same time the tramway

society celebrated being awarded the

Queens Award for Voluntary Service,

the highest award that can be given to

a voluntary group.

Manchester TramwayMuseum

Company chairman KeithWhitmore

said:“We are over themoon that once

again everyone can see and ride on

our trams in the park after the longest

period that a tram has not been seen

running up and down the line.

“During this lean period, volunteers

have been tireless in getting the

tramway ready for operation again,

withmuch sweat and – at times –

tears to ensure we achieved our trams

being up and running for the summer.

Queen's Award

“As a double celebration, in

recognition of thework ourmembers

undertake to give somuch pleasure

to somany, theManchester Transport

Museum Society has been awarded

the equivalent of an OBE.

“Just days before reopening, it

was announced that we had been

awarded the Queens Award for

Voluntary Service.

“Our members will be able to

wear their badges with pride in

recognition of the hours they put into

giving pleasure to so many.”

The first service on reopening day

was operated by Stockport tramNo. 5

following a seven-year overhaul. To

add to the occasion, buses operated

from the GreaterManchester Museum

ofTransport on its first day of opening,

as well as a vintage Stockport bus

lining upwith the tram.

MrWaterman said hewas delighted

to support the tramway and thanked

the volunteers for ensuring a fantastic

first day of operation this year.

The popular tramwaywill operate

every weekend during the summer.

Over the next four decades, the

pannier clocked up a further 69,916

miles on SVRmetals before being

withdrawn from service in 2010

pending overhaul.

Since then, it has appeared as a

static exhibit at the Gloucestershire

Warwickshire Railway’s Broadway

station, and currently resides in The

Engine House museum and visitor

centre at Highley. Repainted in its

LT maroon livery, the locomotive is

accompanied by an associated wall

display ‘From London to Bridgnorth.’

The celebration took place 50

years to the weekend of its arrival. In

attendance were three members of

the group that saved L95 in 1970, in

Columb Howell, MichaelWilkinson

and Peter Hudson, who supplied 60

yards of gold bunting to decorate

it – while attempting to replicate

the picture he took of the three

men when L95 was being loaded for

delivery at Neasden depot way back

on Friday, June 18, 1971.

Stockport tramNo.5 is launched

into service: Left to right arePhillip

Heywood,Manchester Transport

MuseumSociety chairman,Pete

Watermanat the controls, and

KeithWhitmore, chairmanof the

Manchester TramwayMuseum

Company. PAUL ABELL

Pannier savioursColumbHowell, PeterHudsonandMikeWilkinson reunite in

TheEngineHousemuseumandvisitor centreatHighleyon June19 to celebrate

theexact50thanniversaryofpannier L95’s arrival on theSevernValleyRailway,

straightoutof LondonTransport service.NICKY FREEMAN/SVR

Pannier tankNo. L95's lastdayonLondonUnderground:AtNeasdendepoton

June18, 1971, SevernValleyRailwaymembersColumbHowell (in cab), Peter

HudsonandMikeWilkinsonawait the shuntingof the locomotiveontoa low-

loader fordelivery toBridgnorth thenextday. PETER HUDSON/SVR

GNRcarriageNo. 1441 (TR

No. 6)has returned to the

TanfieldRailway following

its renovationat Stanegate

Restorations inHaltwhistle.

No. 1441’s compartments

have been reinstated, returning

it to its original design.

In addition to fresh

paintwork, new seats have

been fitted and doors have

been replaced or repaired as

required.

It will enter service

shortly. The renovationwas

made possible thanks to

the Government’s Culture

Recovery Fund.

Nine routes to
theNorthPole
THECholsey&Wallingford

andSpaValley railwayswill

become the latestheritage lines

to runPolar Express trains this

Christmas.

TheWallingford operation

will feature a USATC S160

2-8-0 from the ChurnetValley

Railway (CVR) and five of seven

ex-Greater Anglia BRMk.3

coaches acquired by event

organiser PNP Events, while the

SpaValley trainswill be hauled

by Bulleid Pacific No. 34053 Sir

Keith Park.

Other heritage lines booked

so far to stage the same kind

of event this year are the CVR,

alongwith the Caledonian,Mid-

Norfolk, SouthDevon,Telford

andWensleydale railways, and

the SeatonTramway.

GNRcarriage is
backatTanfield
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21st centuryheritage traction:DrivingVanTrailerNo. 82121and the threeMk.3

HSTcoachesat theColneValleyRailwayon June13. TheDVT isbeingusedasa

storebyPressedSteelHeritage, ownersof theClass121 ‘bubble car’

No.W55033 in frontof it, and the two-carClass 117DMU(Nos.W51382and

W51339) approachingon the left.CVR

Bridge infill ‘could prevent Eden
Valley Railway-Stainmore link’
ByRobinJones

ACOUNCILhasquestionedmovesby

HighwaysEnglandto infill a roadbridge

overadisusedtrackbedthatcouldone

daybeusedtoconnect theEdenValley

Railway inCumbria totheStainmore

RailwayatKirkbyStephenEast.

EdenValley District Council in

Cumbria said Highways England had

refused its request to stop theworks

on the bridge at GreatMusgrave,

nearWarcop.

The council acknowledged that

Highways England has permitted

development rights to undertake

work on the bridgewithout the need

for planning permission to be granted

beforehand.

However, the council’s planning

service has opened a dialoguewith

the company“to understand the full

extent, nature and reasoning for the

proposedworks at GreatMusgrave,

to ascertain whether theworks do fall

within permitted development rights.”

“This is an ongoingmatter and

discussions have not yet concluded,”

read a council statement.“Once

sufficient information has been

provided by Highways England, the

planning service will be able to judge

whether theseworks do constitute

a permitted development, or if

they require the prior granting of

planning permission.”

Following the abolition of BRB

(Residuary) Ltd in 2013, the Highways

Agencywas handed responsibility

formanaging the Department for

Transport’s Historical Railways Estate

(HRE) collection of around 3800

bridges, tunnels and viaducts that

are no longer part of the operational

network.

HRE response
DavidWheatley,HighwaysEngland’s

headof schemedelivery for theHRE,

said:“Aspartof our stewardshipof the

HRE,wedetermined theMusgrave

Lanebridge–whichcarries theB6259

over theold railway line–needed

strengthening to safeguard the road’s

absolutely vital

role in connecting

local communities

likeWarcopand

GreatMusgrave.

Wehavecomplied

withanyplanning

requirements and

haveconsulted

widely – including

withEdenValley

DistrictCouncil,

Sustransand theEdenValleyRailway

Company–onourplans to strengthen

thebridgewithan infilling scheme,

whichweaimtocomplete this

financial year.”

The HRE Groupwas recently formed

to oppose Highways England plans to

demolish or infill structures of historic

value or which could be reused as key

components of reopened railways,

footpaths and cycleways.

The group claimed that according to

Highways England’s own inspection

reports, the bridge is in ‘fair’condition,

shows no signs of being overloaded

and has no significant defects.While

Highways England has said that the

infilling is reversible, the group claims

such a blockagewould be too difficult

and costly to remove. It also disputed

Highways England’s statement that

it has consultedwith the EVR, which,

alongwith the Stainmore Railway,

has the ultimate aspiration to create

an 11-mile railway between their two

existing bases.

Also on the Highways Agency’s

list for infilling is Mill Lane bridge on

the former ColneValley & Halstead

Railway trackbed

between Castle

Hedingham and

Halstead, which

could block a

future extension

of the heritage

era ColneValley

Railway to the

latter town.

HRE director

RichardMarshall

said:“Ourmost recent assessment

of theMill Lane bridge showed that

it was in poor condition and unsafe

for vehicles over three tonnes.Work

to strengthen the cast iron beam

structure and bring it up to the eight

tonnes limit, which is indicated on

nearby road signs, would be very

difficult and expensive to carry out.

“Work on the bridgewill require

planning permission. If our planning

application is approved and subject

to there being no local plans to

reuse the bridge, wewould look to

infill the structure during financial

year 2023/24. Infillingwill preserve

the structure and can be reversed

should plans be developed to put the

structure back into use.”

Paul Lemon, chairman of Colne

Valley Railway Preservation Limited,

said:“The sensible thingwould be to

put in a level crossing. But even if the

Halstead extension doesn’t happen,

it’s a perfect route for a footpath

or cycleway. Our proposal is for a

cyclepath alongside the track – it is

wide enough.”

The railway’s initial focus for any

extensionwould, however, be in

the opposite direction, northwards

to GreatYeldham, if the A1017 road

could again be bridged.

Elsewhere, MrMarshall said that

Highways England has“no plans”

to infill a 162-year-old bridge near

Saltash designed by Isambard

KingdomBrunel unless it is

absolutely necessary.

The bridge has not been used by

trains since 1907; a deviation line was

built the following year to eliminate

thewooden viaducts on a bypassed

original section of the Cornwall

Railwaymain line as engineered by

Brunel. Since the linewasmoved, the

bridge has been used solely as private

access to a farm.MrMarshall said that

it was planned to assess the bridge’s

capacity to ensure it is safe to be used

by heavy vehicles before deciding on

any next steps.

Cornwall Railway Society John

Ball secretary said the bridgemight

benefit fromminor repairs, but

demolishing or infilling it would

“amount to cultural vandalism.”

High Speed Train coaches
preserved at Colne Valley
THREEBRMk.3 coaches fromaHigh

SpeedTrainhaveenteredpreservation

at theColneValleyRailway, alongwitha

formerGreaterAngliaDrivingVanTrailer.

Neil Bunt, who retired as a driver

with Greater Anglia in May last year,

has purchased the Mk.3 stock – Trailer

First No. 41088, buffet car No. 40706

and Trailer Guard Standard No. 44058

– from leasing company Angel Trains.

They had been in store at Ely

for more than a year following

withdrawal from service on the East

Coast Main Line with train operating

company LNER.

Having driven the last two

locomotive-hauled push-pull sets

from Harwich to Norwich Crown

Point depot, Neil was also seeking

to buy a DVT from another leasing

company, Porterbrook, when the firm

offered to donate one to the CVR.

No. 82121 is being used as a store by

CVR-based Pressed Steel Heritage, of

which Neil is a director – but both it

and the Mk.3s are expected to run on

the three-quarter-mile line, possibly

forming a dining train.

Neil now hopes to acquire a Class

43 HST power car to haul the set and

operate its air-conditioning. “I didn’t

want to see the HSTs disappear like

the Blue Pullmans,”he said. “Every

time I see a train of Mk.3s going for

scrap, it’s like tearingmy heart out.”

To assist in shunting the new

stock, the railway’s first air-braked

locomotive was due to arrive in late

June – a Rolls-Royce-engined Hunslet

0-4-0 diesel-hydraulic shunter,

acquired by CVRmembers Charles

and Louise Adler.

Built for use at Chatham Dockyard,

it will be restored to its original

Admiralty colours.

It latterly worked at Sellafield

nuclear plant, where it was No. 5 in

the fleet, but was displaced from

there by the new Clayton hybrid

locomotives which, as reported last

issue, were recently tested on the

Chasewater Railway.

“The bridge might
benefit from a few
minor repairs, but

demolishing or infilling
the Brunel bridge
would amount to
cultural vandalism.”
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Signsof the times:MangappsRailwayMuseum’s station totemsignsprovidea

geographical tourof theUK,witheveryoneof the sixBR regions represented.

JOHN JOLLY

Signal success:Apopular featureof thenewly-extended railwaymuseumis the

restoredex-HalesworthGERsignalbox. JOHN JOLLY

Behind the scenes at the
working railway museum
preparing for better days
ByGeoffCourtney

ASMangappsRailwayMuseum

prepares forwhat it hopeswill be a

busy and successful summer after the

travails of enforced shutdownduring

theCovid-19pandemic, owner John

Jolly has toldHeritageRailwayof the

work that hasgoneonbehind the

scenesduring thepast twoyears, and

thedecisions that needed tobemade

against abackgroundof shifting rules

and requirements.

The working museum in rural

Essex, near Burnham-on-Crouch,

reopened for the spring bank holiday

weekend at the end of May after

lengthy deliberations by 77-year-old

John and his wife June.

“Reopening our doors is normally

a simple procedure which we have

been doing for more than 30 years,

but in these strange times it became

complicated,”he said.

“Should we take bookings only, or

should we advertise and risk being

overwhelmed?Will we have enough

staff and stewards? Howmuch

cleaning and disinfecting should we

be doing, and is it worth running

steam? How long before we’re

locked down again? And even – is it

worth all the hassle?”

The answer to the last question

was basically a no-brainer. Yes, the

couple decided, it was certainly

worth the hassle; welcoming

families and enthusiasts to their

visitor attraction was the reason

they developed the site into what it

is today.

And developed it certainly has;

John unveiled a £1 million project

two years ago that has turned the

museum into a major player on the

preservation scene, and expanded

one of the finest and most-varied

privately-owned railwayana

collections in the country.

New extensions
A three-road150ft-long carriage shed, a

five-road80ft extension to themuseum,

anda60ft extension to themuseum’s

locomotive shedwere constructed, and

the layout to the site’s¾-mile standard

gauge linewas altered to allowmore

frequent trains for visitors.

“Basically, over the past two years

we have more than doubled the

covered space, an achievement

in itself because we already had

Amodel SECRR10-6-0T, identical to

the stolenone.

HAMPSHIRE POLICE

Pensionerdragged30ftby carwhile
tacklingmodel locomotive thieves

considerably more than most railway

visitor attractions, except a few of

the big boys,” said John.

“We can now accommodate all our

locos and most of our vulnerable

and historically significant rolling

stock under cover, which helps to

preserve them.”

He points with pride to Halesworth

signalbox from the Ipswich to

Lowestoft line which Mangapps

saved from imminent collapse and is

now a magnet for visitors.

“We were especially delighted to

save this ex-GER ’box and restore

its interior to exactly as it was in the

1980s, as the original idea of what

has become Mangapps was hatched

during visits when it was in service

prior to its closure in 1986,”he said.

John and June plan to open on

weekends andWednesdays in July

until the start of the school summer

holidays towards the end of the

month, and thereafter every day

until September, when they will

revert to weekends andWednesdays.

Large fleet
The museum’s fleet comprises BR

diesels Class 31 Nos. 31105 (ex-

D5523) and 31233 (D5660), Class

47 No. 47579 James Nightall G.C.

(D1778), five Class 03 shunters and

a Class 04, four industrial steam

locomotives, three industrial diesels,

and a selection of former BR multiple

units and London Transport Tube

stock, as well as more than 80

carriages and goods wagons.

Coals toEssex:

A tableau in

Mangapps

RailwayMuseum

featuringan

1893wagon

ladenwith coal

–a reminder,

says John Jolly,

that theoriginal

purposeof

railwayswas the

transportation

of the ‘black

gold’mined

frompitsup

anddownthe

country.

JOHN JOLLY

POLICEhaveappealed for

information leading to the recovery

of aMaxitrak5ingaugeSECRR1class

0-6-0TNo. 335after itwas stolen from

its 75-year-oldowner.

Retired civil servant Paul

Kenny, a former head of safety

andmonitoring for defence and

ammunitions at the Royal Navy, was

alerted to the raid by his dog Poppy.

He chased the three thieves and

tried to grab the 3ft long £6000

model back – but ended up being

dragged 30ft by their getaway car

outside his home in Chilworth,

near Southampton, at about noon

on June 7. Hewas left lying on the

groundwith cuts and bruises to his

hands and knees, and therewere

bloodstains on the road.

Twomembers of staff from a

nearby care home came to his aid.

The car was described as a dark

blueVWGolf, having a partial

index ofYH04 and a smashed rear

windscreen coveredwith brown

parcel tape.

PCMike Elwood, of Hampshire

Police, said:“If you have seen a

model train like this recently or

been offered to buy one, wewant to

hear from you.”

Anyonewith information is urged

to telephone 101, quoting reference

number 44210221809.
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YoungTracksiders arebackandpaving theway forTalyllynRailway’s future
ByRobinJones

YOUNGvolunteerswhoundertake

projectsat theTalyllynRailwayhave

returnedtoactionafterayear’s

absencethrough lockdown.

Tracksiders, thepioneer heritage

railway’s club for juniormembers

and their families, held the annual

activitiesweekduring the spring

bankholiday.

In previous years therehad

been twoweek-longprogrammes

of activities inMayandOctober

organised for youngmembers,

accompaniedby at least one adult,

usually from their own family.

Maintenancework
Theprogrammeinvolvesworkingon

variousprojects,oftenalongsidethe

7½-mile line.Tasks includeweeding

andgardening, footpathmaintenance,

andoccasionalmaintenanceof the

railway’s remainingsectionsofhistoric

linesideslate fencing.

One suchprojectwas the

constructionof theplayground

alongsideAbergynolwyn’s station

car park several years ago. It needs

ongoingmaintenance from time to

time to ensure its continuing safety.

This year amaintenanceproject

was alsoundertakenonnecessary

workon the steps and lineside

footpath aboveAbergynolwyn

station at Forestry Crossing. A second

project in theweekwas extending

thenewdiscovery trail in the

woodlandbelow the station.

Social activities for themembers

have includedabeacheventwith

swimming, a barbeque, a rounders

match, andanannual putting

competition.

Tracksiders grewout ofTrackside, a

juniormembers newsletter originally

editedby railway vicepresident

ChristopherAwdry.

Training opportunities
In responsetoagrowingconcern

amongmembers toencouragethe

recruitmentofyoungervolunteers,

thefirstTracksidersworkingpartywas

setup in1997anduntil2020hadmet

eachyear.Thenumberofvolunteer

daysgiventotherailway isnowwell in

excessof4000.

Tracksiders is runbyTalyllyn

RailwayPreservationSociety

member Ian Evans,who is assisted

by several fellowand sometimes a

number of formerTracksiderswho

enjoy returningas youngadults to

encourage andoccasionally to lenda

hand.One such youngadults is now

editor of theTracksidenewsletter.

Corris Railwaynew-buildKerr Stuart Tattoo0-4-2STNo.7atMaespoeth

Junctionon June6.DAVID COLEMAN/CR

Youngvolunteerspainting the footbridgeatDolgoch

station. IAN EVANS/TR

Maintaining theTalyllynRailway’shistoric lineside

fencing. IAN EVANS/TR

Corris Railway joinsGreat
Little Trains ofWales group
ByRobinJones

THECorrisRailwayhasbrought

membershipof theGreatLittleTrainsof

Walesuptoadozen.

GLTW secretary Ray Reid said:

“The GLTWwas started in 1970 to

encourage visitors to come toWales

in general and to ride the narrow-

gauge railways in particular. The

addition of the Corris Railway to

the existing 11 railwaysmakes the

GLTW’s discount and gold cards even

better value and amust-have for

anyone intending to visit several of

the railways during the year.”

Corris chairman Richard Hamilton-

Foyn said:“When the preservation

of the Corris Railway started in 1966,

the pioneer volunteers had nothing

but one decrepit building towork

on. Since then, we have purchased

land, restored the infrastructure, laid

track and built a completely new

train withmodern recreations of the

original Corris Victorian carriages

and a Corris steam locomotive.

“As wemove into the next phase

of the development of the railway

with a second steam locomotive, a

new station in Corris and a southern

extension, we are delighted to

have been invited to join the GLTW

organisation.We are ready to

contribute to the future prosperity

of all of the Great Little Trains here

inWales.”

The inclusion of the Corris Railway

brings the consortium to 12 and

adds further prestige to this already

world-renowned brand. Among its

members, GLTWboasts the oldest

independent railway company in

theworld, one of Europe’s most

exciting railway projects, and some

of themost recognisable engines on

the planet – including enthusiasts’

favourite Russell.

Early closure
The2ft 3ingauge line, theorigins

ofwhichdateback to the1850s,

was initiallybuilt to carry slate from

thequarries atCorrisUchaf and

Aberllefenni in theDulasValley.

The railway was closed in 1948

by BR in the immediate wake of

nationalisation, and while the

world’s volunteer-led operational

heritage railway movement began

at the nearby Talyllyn Railway in

1951 – with the aid of two Corris

locomotives – the latter line

was ripped up by scrapmen and

escaped the attention of revivalists

for another decade and a half.

Today it operates regularly with

a mix of steam and diesel traction

between Maespoeth and Corris, and

has plans to extend its operations.

TheGLTWdozen now comprise the

Talyllyn, Llanberis Lake, Ffestiniog,

Welsh Highland,Welshpool &

Llanfair, Vale of Rheidol, Brecon

Mountain, Bala Lake,Welsh Highland

Heritage, SnowdonMountain,

Fairbourne and Corris railways.

!For£15, theGLTWdiscount card

givesholders a20%discounton

thepriceof a return journeyonall

12member railways, valid forone

year fromthefirstdateofuse.There

arealsodiscounts for cardholders

with selectedaccommodation

providers close tomanymember

railways. Cardsareavailableat

bookingofficesandonlineatwww.

greatlittletrainsofwales.co.uk
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Chatham coach and Midland

crane into works at IoWSR

Tracksiders provides a first

introduction to volunteeringon

the railway, and is considered tobe

an important part of theTalyllyn’s

commitment to engagingwith

andencouraging youngmembers

towork towardsbecoming

active volunteers.

Thegroup’s youngvolunteers are

not allowed tobe involved in the

runningof trains or togoon site

at Pendreworkshopsdue to age

restrictions and for health and safety

reasons, but there is anopportunity

togoon to join the society’s

pioneer traininganddevelopment

scheme, an award-winning two-year

programme for students aged14

and15whomightwish tobegin a

pathway to eventual volunteering at

16 years old.

Operating roles
Asignificantnumberof regularTR

volunteers,nowaged intheir20s,

beganasTracksidersandthegroup

nowhasadistinguishedtrackrecord;

twoformerTracksidersarealready

qualifiedvolunteer locomotivedrivers,

severalmoreareguardsandfiremen,

andmorestill areworkingtowards

eventualqualification.

Society chairman JonathanMann

said:“Weare extremelyproudof our

Tracksiders andour 14 and15-year-

old trainees.

“TheTracksiders carry out carefully

supervisedwork alongside the

railwaywithhugeenthusiasm, and

formany this is the start ofmany

years of volunteering and friendship

on theTalyllyn.

“Thework theydo really enhances

the railway, and they learnuseful,

practical skills.

“As theybecomeolder, they can

join the training anddevelopment

scheme, so thatwhen they are aged

16andable to volunteer on the

operating side, theyhave ahead

start.

“With suchenthusiasm fromso

manyyoungpeople, I amconfident

that the future of the railway is in

safe hands.

“Iwould like to recordmy thanks

to all thosewhowork tirelessly to

enable these activities to takeplace.”

Findoutmore atwww.talyllyn.

co.uk/support-us/young-volunteers

Thebodyof London,Chatham&DoverRailwayBrakeThirdNo. 4115 (left) in the

worksatHavenstreet. In the foreground is theSouthernRailway ‘elephant van’

underframe towhich itwill be fitted, showingwhere itwill be shortenedby5ft in

the centre. In thebackground, restorationworkon IsleofWightRailwayOldbury

FirstNo. 21 ismaking steadyprogress,with thenew lowerpanels inplace.

TOBY JENNINGS

FormerTracksidershelpingoutduring theworking

week. IAN EVANS/TR

Teambuffer stopwork inprogressduring the

Tracksiders’week. SALLY HIRST/TR

TalyllynRailwayPreservationSociety chairman

JonathanMann thanks theTracksiders teamat the

endof their springbankholidayworkingweek.

IAN EVANS/TR

RESTORATIONworkhascommenced

onwhatwill be the firstworkingLondon,

Chatham&DoverRailwaybogiecoach

inpreservation, at the IsleofWight

SteamRailway.

No. 4115, an 1898-built Brake Third,

was the first grounded body to be

acquired by the IoWSR, in 1975. It

is to be placed on the underframe

of Southern Railway ‘elephant van’

No. 4589, suitably shortened by 5ft by

removing a section from the centre,

while one of its compartments will be

converted for wheelchair access.

Sent to the island in 1933, No. 4115

was withdrawn from service in 1948

and grounded on a farm at Atherfield,

near Chale.

Despite a lengthy period outdoors,

“the upper works are in remarkably

good condition for its age,”said IoWSR

director Simon Futcher.

It is the first of four LCDR bogie

coaches that the line hopes to restore,

creating a rake representative of

the 1930s, with an appeal to be

launched shortly.

Veteran crane
Alsobrought into theCarriage&

Wagonworks atHavenstreet recently

wasMidlandRailway six-wheel crane

No. 429S.

Built in the 1860s (the exact date

is unknown), it was sold to the Isle

ofWight Central Railway in 1912, a

A£489,000grant fromtheHeritageLotteryFund in2002paid for the

constructionof the IsleofWightSteamRailway’sCarriage&Wagonworksat

Havenstreet,whichwasofficiallyopenedby theQueen in2004.

It hasalso funded the restorationsof the followingvehicles:

■LCDR4-wheelCompositeNo. 6378 (1886).

■LBSCRbogiebrakeNo. 4168 (1922).

■LBSCRThirdNo. 2403 (1903) – converted forwheelchair access.

■LBSCR10-tonopengoodswagonNo. 27834 (1925).

■LBSCR10-tonmachinery truckNo. 60579 (1923).

■LSWRcranematch truckNo. 429SM(1890s).

The last threevehiclesnowbeing restored thanks to thegrant are:

■LCDR5-compartmentBrakeThirdNo. 4115 (1898).

■ IWR3compartment4-wheel FirstNo. 21 (1864).

■MRcraneNo. 429S (1860s).

NineLottery-fundedcarriagesandwagons

year after Holman F Stephens briefly

served as the line’s engineer.

It survived until the end of steam

on the island in 1966 before being

preserved, and was used extensively

in the railway’s early years – including

installing the buffer stops atWootton

– but has been out of use for about

30 years.

Its metalwork andmechanical parts

are sound but all its timber must be

replaced, with newwood already

acquired. It will be returned to

working order, although it is unlikely

to be used for anythingmore than

demonstration purposes.

It is believed to have last received

amajor overhaul just after the First

WorldWar, said Pete Jardine of the

C&W department: “We have an Isle

ofWight Central Railway engineer’s

report from 1917 that basically

condemned it – but it was certainly in

use in 1920.

“The railway received its payout for

FirstWorldWar earnings in 1918, so

we suspect it was rebuilt then – they

had somemoney for once.”

Lottery funds
The crane and LCDR coach are the last

in a series of restorations funded by

a £489,000 grant from the Heritage

Lottery Fund in 2002, which also paid

for the construction of Havenstreet

Carriage &Wagonworks for the

purpose (see panel).

Another Lottery-funded project

currently in the works is Isle of

Wight Railway Oldbury four-wheel

First carriage No. 21. Lower panels

have been refitted and seat frames

are under construction. A kit of

parts for its new timber chassis was

acquired during the restoration of

sister Oldbury, Composite No. 10,

for the BBC’s Great Rail Restorations

programme in 2017.
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TRAMbuffers andold signshave

beendonatedbyNottinghamTrams

Limited, theoperator ofNottingham

ExpressTransit (NET), toCrich

TramwayVillage, home to theNational

TramwayMuseum.

NottinghamTrams operations

manager Trevor Stocker said that

passing on the signage to Crich has

also strengthened links between

Nottingham’s state-of-the-art tram

network and the historic tramway.

“We’ve donated buffers that were

originally installed at the Old Station

Street tram stop, and these are now

in operation at the Glory Mine end of

the preserved tram line,”he said.

“The fact we have a number of

employees volunteering at the

museum in their spare time also

reflects NET’s commitment to

preserving transport heritage while

delivering the best possible service,

both now and in the future.”

Ryan Breen, who works as a

NottinghamTrams driver and is a

volunteer at Crich, believed that

some of the old signage could be

useful in future exhibitions.

Modernmemorabilia
“The majority of the museum’s

collection is from the first generation

of tramways that almost all closed

in the 1960s, and opportunities

to preserve memorabilia from

second-generation systems are,

at the moment, very uncommon,”

he explained.

The museum is now looking to

feature the signs as part of a display

to illustrate the history of trams

in Nottingham, from the days of

Nottingham Corporation Tramways

to NET, filling a current gap in the

history books.

The museum’s new curator, Kate

Watts, said: “It’s important that

the museum continues to tell the

national story of tramways by

collecting items relating to the

current systems in use.”

RUGBYRotaryClubhaswonanational

awardforgivinga facelift toastretchof

the formerGreatCentralRailwaymain

line in thetown.

As reported in issue 278, panels of

double track have been laid under

Hillmorton Road bridge as part of a

three-quarters-of-amile railway art

heritage trail on the trackbed.

The project, undertakenwith Rugby

Borough Council andWarwickshire

Wildlife Trust, has received the Rotary

Club of Great Britain and Ireland

Environment Award.

The former president of the British

Rotary Clubs in the British Isles,

Rodney HugginsMBE, who created

the awards in 1999, said:“Rugby’s

entry was chosen because of the

scale of its project, its environmental

impact, involvement of young

people, and potential for growth

and development.”

Rugby Rotarians
win award for GC
restoration work

LMS (NCC)Wclass2-6-0No. 99KingGeorgeVvisitsDundalkonSeptember24,

1960. JAMES PO’DEA/NATIONAL LIBRARYOF IRELAND

Left to right: TrevorStocker, Ryan

BreenandCrichmarketingmanager

AmandaBlairwithCardiff Corporation

Tramways carNo. 131and thedonated

signs fromNottingham. CTV

Peter Scott atworkon the frames

beforeassembly.RPSI

The frames,withbufferbeam,after

sandblastingandaprotective coatof

paint atWhitehead.RPSI

Mogulmakes
milestone at
Whitehead
ByHughDougherty

THERailwayPreservationSocietyof

Ireland’sLMS(NCC)2-6-0No.105project

has reachedamajormilestonewiththe

completionof itsmain frames,which

havebeenshotblastedat thegroup’s

Whiteheadbase.

No. 105 is a recreation of one of

a class of 15mixed traffic tender

locomotives designed by HP Stewart,

the NCC’s locomotive superintendent.

Based on the successful LMS Fowler

2-6-4Ts but with 6ft diameter wheels,

theW class revival is making its own

piece of Irish railway history as the first

main line locomotive to be built in

Ireland for eight decades.

Original parts
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic

holding back the project for several

months, work is steadily progressing

using a combination of new

components, such as cylinder blocks

cast byTaylor’s foundry at Hamilton

andmachined locally by Cooke Bros of

Newtonards, a set ofmatchingwheels

saved from scrappedWT 2-6-4T

No. 53 and kept atWhitehead, and

even an originalW class chimney and

connecting rod, received as donations.

The group also has a suitable tender.

RPSI locomotive officer Peter

Scott MBE is heading up the project,

which is slotted in alongside other

maintenance and constructionwork

atWhitehead.

He said:“We are nowmaking good

progress, andmajor components such

as themotion brackets, crosshead

brackets, reverser brackets and

other cast steel parts attached to the

main frames have been cast, with

machining under way.

“Number 105will use either the

boiler currently fitted to our 2-6-4T

No. 4 or a similar spare boiler which

is being overhauled for use in either

locomotive.

“The basic boiler shell is the same

for both theW andWT class and is

amodified version of the LMSG8

AS boiler, with the fireboxwidened

to take advantage of thewider Irish

gauge.We are fortunate to have the

original 1932 drawings for the class,

whichwe are following.”

Peter would not be drawn on the

possible completion date for No. 105

making the first appearance on the

5ft 3in gauge of aW class since the

last 2-6-0 was withdrawn by the Ulster

Transport Authority in 1965. He said

the schedule remains flexible given

the impact of Covid-19, the need for

further funding, and the competing

needs of keeping thewheels of RPSI

in-service locomotives rolling. Neither

would he be drawn on a name for

No. 105 or if the completed enginewill

carry one, given that Nos. 90 to 100

were named, but 101 to 104were not.

Naming themes
With a tongue-in-cheek nod to

Northern Ireland history and politics,

Peter said:“Somemembers of the

class were named after rivers in the

NCC’s operating territory, but others

carried names such asThomas

Somerset andQueen Elizabeth.

“There’s no doubt that the selection

of a suitable name should cause a bit

of interest, if not controversy!

“Appropriate suggestions

are welcome!”

In their heyday after delivery in the

1930s,W classmembers whisked the

crack‘North Atlantic Express’ from

Belfast to Portrush in 80minutes, and

were noted for free running and very

economical coal consumption.

After the takeover of all the railways

in Northern Ireland by the Ulster

Transport Authority, and the class’s

displacement by diesel multiple units

on the former NCCmainline to Derry

and Portrush, they saw service on

the former Great Northern Railway of

Ireland Derry Road on both goods and

passenger turns, and even reached

Dublin on trains from Belfast.

To donate to the project or to

suggest a name for the new-build

locomotive, which perfectly combines

the engineering traditions of the

NCCYork Road drawing office and

the LMSDerbyworks, visit www.

steamtrainsireland.com

Nottingham Trams memorabilia donated to Crich
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‘Big Boy’ is going
back on tour in US
THEworld’s largestoperational steam locomotive,Union

Pacific’s articulated4-8-8-4‘BigBoy’No. 4014, is tohead its

secondnationwide tour since it returned to steam.

In May 2019, No. 4014 made its first excursion run amid

the celebrations marking 150 years since the completion

of the first transcontinental railroad, following its official

relaunch at the Cheyenne Depot Museum inWyoming.

Its long-running restoration took place at Union

Pacific’s steam shop in Cheyenne,Wyoming, following a

retirement that spanned six decades.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, UP cancelled all of its

2020 steam excursions and stated that Nos. 4014 and Alco

‘Living Legend’4-8-4 No. 844 would not operate for the

2020 season.

No. 4014 will leave the Steam Shop in Cheyenne on

August 5, making brief whistle-stops in communities

across Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana,

Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas andWyoming.

It will be on display in FortWorth, Texas, on August 14,

New Orleans on August 21, St Louis, Missouri on August

29 and Denver, Colorado, on September 6, after which it

will return to Cheyenne. A complete list of overnight and

whistle-stops can be found at http://upsteam.com

UP’s senior vice president, corporate relations and chief

administrative officer, Scott Moore, said: “Weighing in at

1.2 million pounds, the ‘Big Boy’makes a big impression

in communities it visits, reminding us of bygone days and

the important role the railroad continues to play in our

global economy.

“It will be back to tour through 10 of the states and

hundreds of the communities Union Pacific serves.”

The first of 25 ‘Big Boys’built exclusively for UP was

delivered in 1941 to handle the steep terrain between

All set for its second tour in theUSsince restoration:Union

Pacific ‘BigBoy’No. 4014,picturedatCheyenne.UP

Cheyenne and Ogden. Of the eight still in existence,

No. 4014 is the only operational one. The other seven are

displayed in Cheyenne; Denver; Frisco, Texas; Green Bay,

Wisconsin; Omaha, Nebraska; Scranton, Pennsylvania; and

St. Louis, Missouri.

On its new, tour No. 4014 will be accompanied by The

Experience The Union Pacific Rail Car, a multi-media

walk-through exhibition telling the story of modern-day

railroading.

A steam trackingmap showing the locomotive’s

location and route will be available, also at the website

http://upsteam.com

THE3ftgaugeCavan&LeitrimRailway

reachedamilestoneonJune6 in

completingtwo-thirdsof theongoing

relayingof the linetowardsClooncolry.

Tomark the occasion, Avonside

0-6-0T No. 1Nancy (Works No. 3024 of

1908) was steamed to test the re-laid

section of track.

Subject tomore funds being raised,

it is hoped that additional rail and

points can be acquired from Bord na

Mona to enable run-round loops to be

installed at Clooncolry andDromod.

The railway has received a €9,900

grant from the Heritage Council to

restore an original Tralee & Dingle

bogie recovered from coach No. 48c,

whichwas built by the BristolWagon

and CarriageWorks as a third-class

carriage andwas later rebuilt by CIE

as a railcar trailer tomatch theWalker

railcars on theWest Clare section.

On closure it was purchased by Bord

naMona.

Nancy steams to mark relaying progress

Avonside0-6-0TNancy in
actionon the relaid section.CLR
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JohnPettegreeanddepot staffwith the futureDameVeraLynn–Hellenic StateRailwaysNo. Lb960–atThessalonika shed. J. S. BUNCH COLLECTION

THE MOORS’ SWEETHEART
As the North Yorkshire Moors Railway starts to overhaul one of its most popular
locomotives, War Department 2-10-0 Dame Vera Lynn, we hear the story of how it was
brought back to the UK and became a preservation record-holder.

J
ust before 4pm on June 2, 1998, War
Department 2-10-0 No. 3672Dame Vera
Lynn rolled to a gentle halt in Pickering

station on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway,
with a banner stretched across the track in
front of it reading ‘100,000 miles not out’.
This wartime workhorse had just set a

heritage railway record. At 3.56pm, as it passed
milepost 7 on the approach to the station, it
had become the first steam locomotive to clock
up 100,000 miles in preservation.
At that figure, your car would be due for a

very major service – if you didn’t simply throw
it onto the scrap heap. Of course, the NYMR
has no intention of doing the latter withDame
Vera Lynn – but it needs your help to fund the
heavy overhaul that the locomotive requires
if it is to return to steam in 2024/25, to mark
its 80th birthday and the same anniversary of
VE Day.

Popular performer
Many locomotives become synonymous
with the railways where they have resided
for decades – but others become inextricably
linked with a particular era of that railway’s
history.Dame Vera Lynn is a classic example
of the latter. Think of the NYMR in the
1990s, and it is one of the engines that springs
instantly to mind.
Powerful enough to take the steep gradients

and the heaviest trains in its stride at this major
tourist attraction, and providing the perfect
period set-piece for its hugely popular wartime

weekends, it’s no surprise that the ‘Dub-Dee’
was such a prolific performer at that time.
Yet racking up 100,000 miles in the space of

one 10-year boiler certificate was but the latest
milestone, and a relatively brief interlude, in
the story of an engine that had already travelled
widely before it arrived at the NYMR.
Named after the famous singer and

entertainer known as ‘the Forces’ Sweetheart’,
No. 3672 has, in preservation, become
something of a symbol to commemorate the
railways’ role in the SecondWorldWar. Yet,
although Robert Riddles’ WDAusterity 2-8-0s

being shipped across the Mediterranean the
following January and given the new class
designation of ‘Lb’.
“I’d love to find out if it did work in Egypt,”

said Ian Foot, an NYMR driver, a director
of the North York Moors Historical Railway
Trust, and the project co-ordinator for
No. 3672’s current overhaul.
“But it’s doubtful – we have looked around

and we can’t find any record of it being used. It
probably wasn’t realised that they were already
surplus to requirements.
“That’s probably why the Greeks thought

they were on to a good thing – they were
practically new engines.”
The ‘Dub-Dees’ were designed as nothing

more than slow, plodding freight haulers, but
preservation in Britain was by no means the
first time that No. 3672 – renumbered as Lb960
and converted to oil-firing in Greece – would
work passenger trains. The class was used on
the Athens to Istanbul express until diesels
took over in 1967, coincidentally the same year
that the last WD 2-8-0s were withdrawn from
service on BR.
The Greek ‘Dub-Dees’ lasted more than a

decade longer, thanks to heavy overhauls in
1971/72, when they received new tyres, and
reconditioned boilers and fireboxes, before
being put into storage again. With the Cold
War at its height, many European countries
set aside so-called ‘strategic reserves’ of steam
locomotives to be called into action in the
event of a conflict.

DAME VERA LYNN

and 2-10-0s were designed and built for the war
effort, this particular example seems to have
played relatively little part in it.
Constructed by North British of Glasgow in

1944 and renumbered 73672 within months,
it and 15 of its classmates were sent to Egypt
– but as far as is known, they never turned
a wheel in anger while there, and sat out the
remainder of the war in storage. With the end
of hostilities, they were all declared surplus in
October 1945 and sold to the Hellenic State
Railways, the national network of Greece,

“I’d love to find out if it
did work in Egypt...

we can’t find any record
of it being used.”
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WarDepartment2-10-0No. 3672DameVeraLynnbetween
EskValleyandGreenEnd, at the footof the1-in-49 climb to
Goathlandon theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway. JOHNHUNT



BarryEdenand JohnBunchwithaWD2-10-0andaUSArmyTransportationCorpsS1602-8-0at Thessalonikadepot inAugust1984. J. S. BUNCH COLLECTION

Steamed occasionally to keep them in
working order, the GreekWDs were last used
on snowplough duties in the winter of 1978/79.
The following summer, two intrepid British
preservationists came calling, to bring two of
them back home.

Big engines needed
It was not the NYMR that set things in motion
for the repatriation of No. 3672, but another
line further south with a similar requirement
for large, powerful engines on its steep
gradients – the Mid-Hants Railway.
Leading the project was John Bunch, whose

interest in railways was first sparked by a
WD 2-10-0 and other army locomotives. As
a teenager in the 1960s, together with friends
from the Farnborough Railway Enthusiasts
Club, he was a regular visitor to the Longmoor
Military Railway near his home.
“If anyone questioned us, we’d say ‘yes, sir…

no, sir… of course, sir’,” he remembered, “and
they’d say ‘okay, we haven’t seen you’.
“As we got older and got to know people, we’d

help to clean the fires and the locos, and in
return we’d have footplate rides and free tea in
the NAAFI canteen.
“It was a different world back then – perhaps

they were looking at us as potential recruits!”
By the end of the following decade,

John had become the MHR’s Locomotive
Superintendent, and the railway was planning
to extend back to Alton – over the punishing
1-in-60 gradients that led steam-era footplate
crews to nickname the line ‘The Alps’. “We
were certain we didn’t have sufficient heavy

motive power to go to Alton,” explained John.
“The SouthernMoguls and the Urie S15 were
unique engines, and we didn’t want them
running day in, day out up that bank.
“The railway had to project what Alton would

bring in – it didn’t totally materialise, but Ken
Woodroffe, the chief executive, said we needed
five sets of five coaches, one of them a dining
train, and at least three engines in the height
of summer.”
John’s thoughts initially turned to one of the

engines he remembered from his happy days at
Longmoor, WD 2-10-0 No. 600 Gordon, which
had initially gone to Didcot Railway Centre for
preservation before moving to a permanent
home on the Severn Valley Railway. But his
approach to move the big blue machine to the
MHR was turned down.
“I chased around, and nobody was interested

in bringing engines to us,” he said, “but I had
a book on military locos which said there were
still someWDs in Syria and Greece. I put the
suggestion to the board, and Ken said, ‘follow
it up’.”

All Greek to us
As is so often the case, a network of contacts
proved invaluable. John got in touch with a
member of the Harrow &Wembley Society of
Model Engineers, whose wife was Greek and
took in students from the country.
One of them, named Tassonis, was the son

of a senior signal engineer on the Hellenic
State Railways (OSE). His father spoke
perfect English, and was able to arrange a
meeting with the system’s chief engineer in

the traction department. And so, in July 1979,
John and his assistant chief engineer, Barry
Eden, boarded a plane at Heathrow and flew to
Athens.
Arriving at the OSE head office, said John,

“there was a terrible barrier – we didn’t speak a
word of Greek, and nobody on reception spoke
English, so they were making frantic phone
calls,” until finally, the visitors got to see the
chief engineer, Stamatis Boudouris, a “superb
guy” who also spoke flawless English.
Over coffee and biscuits, John and Barry

explained that they were from a preservation
society in the UK, seeking to buy some of
the OSE’s steam locomotives – specifically,
twoWDs, and one of the former US Army
Transportation Corps S160 2-8-0s. Stamatis’s
reply was: “We haven’t got any steam engines.”
“We explained where we thought they were,

from the information we had,” remembered
John, “so he gave us a pass covering the whole
of the Greek railway system, and asked us to do
an audit of all their steam locos!
“I think they did know they had them – but

they didn’t have a record in the Athens office.”
They made another fortuitous contact that

evening. “There’s always a stroke of luck,”
said John. “They’re a very hospitable people
– Stamatis invited us for dinner, and he and
his son took us to the Greek State Railway
Museum.”
There they met Nick Sbarounis, an

engineering student and railway enthusiast.
“He offered to come with us as an interpreter,”
recalled John. “He knew the railway, and it was
a godsend.”
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WDNo. Lb960beingunloaded fromtheGreekheavy lift shipEmprosat IpswichDocksonAugust28, 1984. J. S. BUNCH COLLECTION

They discovered a treasure trove of
locomotives, equipment and spares, with
“crates of steam loco parts” still in the
workshops in Athens, where they started their
tour of the network.
“They hadn’t scrapped anything,” said

John. “We went to one narrow gauge rack
railway and couldn’t believe it – the locos and
coaches were still in the shed, tools still in the
workshops, and there was no vandalism. It was
like the doors had just closed.”
Finding that the engines in the Athens sheds

were not in very good condition, they next
tried the locomotive graveyard at Tithorea,
which John described as “a halt in the middle
of nowhere”.
“Nick had an exam that day and couldn’t be

with us,” he said, “and a guy challenged us on
the station. We showed him the letter with the
OSE logo on it, but he couldn’t read, so he just
pointed to the depot and we went in!”

Getting the goat
Having logged theWDs and S160s at Tithorea,
John and Barry finally came to Thessalonika,
Greece’s second city and often referred to, even
by the Greeks themselves, as Salonika. It was
here that, as far as is known, the futureDame
Vera Lynn had been allocated for its entire OSE
career, along with most of the GreekWDs.
Here, remembered John, were “two yards

rammed full of locos in store, still with all their
fittings, numberplates, whistles, everything.”

They also found USA 0-6-0Ts still in action
as ‘mobile steam heating boilers’, some of
which had been stripped of their tanks and
given second-hand tenders.
“It took over a week to inspect all theWDs

and S160s,” John recalled, “and we’d only
booked to go out for two weeks!”
Security around Greek aircraft is tight, but

the same is true of their railways, as the duo
discovered at Thessalonika. “They had armed
guards on the depots, and the shedmasters
were in watchtowers,” John continued.
“We pitched up at the main shed area and

had a job to get through the gate – but the
shedmaster shouted over the tannoy from his
tower, ‘Hello English!’
“That was all the English he knew – but then

he shouted in Greek and the guards let us in.”
In an odd way, the heavy security also

highlighted the Greeks’ hospitality: “We were
taking spare parts off another loco and one of
the guards came over, shouting and pointing
his gun at us.
“We put our hands up and showed him

the OSE letter. Then he locked us in his
guardroom, with a goat, while he went off to
find someone who could speak English – but
he gave us coffee, with the goat’s milk.”

The only person who spoke English, it turned
out, was the chief engineer. “He was tearing a
strip off this guard and I was saying, ‘it’s okay,
no offence taken’ because it was just so funny.”

Airmiles
As well as No. 3672, John and Barry settled on
classmate No. 3652 (OSE No. 951) – swapping
their original tenders for better examples
from Nos. 966 and 952 respectively – and
S160 No. 3278, plus two brand new spareWD
fireboxes and an S160 firebox from the stores.
“We picked the best, but there wasn’t much

between them,” said John. “We earmarked
No. 953 as a back-up, but it was as good as
No. 951.” Choosing the engines had been easy,
however, compared to getting them home.
“I can’t describe the amount of paperwork

and meetings,” John said. “Even government
ministers got involved – and towards the end,
Nana Mouskouri, the Greek singer, was saying
‘they can’t have the steam engines unless they
return the Elgin Marbles!’
“Luckily, we had signed paperwork that

committed Athens to selling us two British
locos and one American engine, delivered to
the docks. The British Embassy was a great
help.”

“The shedmaster shouted over the tannoy ‘Hello English!’
That was all the English he knew.”
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DameVeraLynnatDarnholm,nearGoathland, onApril 4, 1996. The ‘Dub-Dee’
was sucha regularperformeron theNYMRat this time, said thephotographer,
thathewould think “notNo. 3672again!” PAUL CHANCELLOR/COLOURRAIL

Sometimes accompanied by John Pettegree
when Barry was unable to get leave from his
job as a physics teacher in Southampton,
John reckoned he “must have gone over there
three dozen times – the only way we could
communicate with Athens was via Telex.”
Serendipity took a hand in the proceedings

here too, when airline owner Freddie Laker
“got to hear about it somehow or other,” said
John. “We’d been talking to air crews in the
hotel bars out there.
“He got one of his managers to get in touch

and offered us free travel and hotels when they
had spare capacity, saying ‘any time you’re
going, just tell us’ – and he didn’t even know
us! How amazing is that?”

Mounting costs
But even with some of the travel and
accommodation thrown in for free, “the cost
just escalated. The Achilles heel of it was that
the locos were signed over to us with free on-
board loading – so we didn’t pay for them until
they were off-loaded in the UK.
“I had to put up a bond through my bank

with a letter of credit to OSE, so they knew we
were serious – but at the time, the railway’s
funds were going into the Alton extension.”
As far as fundraising was concerned, John

added: “We were overshadowed byDuke of
Gloucester. We wanted to call the project
‘Mission Impossible’, but DavidWilcock at
Steam Railway pointed out that the ‘Duke’
already had that title!”
To raise the money, John persuaded other

members of the locomotive department to
pledge funds, in return for shares in the
engines when they arrived in Britain. But the
negotiations took so long – five years in total –
that, he explained: “When it came to it, people

had got married or bought new cars, and I was
left holding the baby – so I was in massive debt
even before they left Greece.
“I had to remortgage my house – at a time

when the interest rates were running rampant
at 15% – and it got to the stage where I was
thinking ‘is it worth it?’”
By the time everything was ready for the

three engines to come home, John had to
conclude that he could only afford two of
them. ThatDame Vera Lynn is in the UK
today is thanks to David Milham, the wealthy
businessman who had founded the Lavender
Line at Isfield in 1983. He agreed to buy

the restoration of the MHR’sWD to British
condition – taking the number 90775, the next
in sequence from the 25 examples that ran
on BR – and then the S160 in Longmoor blue
livery. Today, following a period at the NYMR,
No. 90775 is based at the North Norfolk
Railway, while the S160 has recently moved to
the Churnet Valley Railway for overhaul.
Dame Vera Lynn, however, was the first to

steam. David Milham made a £5 bet with John
that he would get his WD back into traffic
first – and won the wager.
He engaged Norman Payne, formerly the

boilersmith at the Bluebell Railway, NYMR
andMHR, to carry out a rapid overhaul of
No. 3672, converting it back to coal firing. The
engine returned to steam just 11 months after
its arrival from Greece, with Dame Vera herself
carrying out the naming ceremony at Isfield on
August 6, 1985.
Carrying a hybrid livery of BR lined green

withWDmarkings, No. 3672 hauled brake van
rides at Isfield for nine months – but was far
too big for a line just three-quarters of a mile
long, so when Clifford Brownmade an offer to
buy the ‘Dub-Dee’, David was willing to sell.
Born in the North East, Clifford Brown

emigrated to the United States on theQueen
Elizabeth in 1954 with just $200 in his pocket,
and went on to make his fortune with a firm
producing decorative ironwork. Oddly enough,
he met his wife while serving with the British
Army in Thessalonika.
A supporter of the NYMR, he later

repatriated ‘Schools’ 4-4-0 No. 926 Repton
from the US and took it to the ‘Moors’, though
when he was seeking a home for theWD, it
was to the MHR that he turned first, briefly
bringing the three ex-Greek engines together
on the line for which they had been intended.

“I can’t describe the amount
of paperwork and meetings

– even government
ministers got involved.”

No. 3672, while the MHR got the otherWD
and the S160.
But even then, the costs kept piling up. “Have

you ever tried to charter a heavy lift ship?”
asked John rhetorically. “We found out that the
cranes on Salonika docks wouldn’t be able to
lift the engines.
“We got a Telex message giving us about a

week’s notice of when the ship would be there –
but when we turned up at the docks office, they
said, ‘ship, what ship?’ Our hearts sank – it had
been diverted!”

They’ll always be in England
The twoWDs and the S160 finally arrived at
Ipswich docks on August 28, 1984, on board
the Greek heavy lift ship Empros. John led



DameVeraLynnherself

namesNo. 3672at

theLavender Lineon

August6, 1985. The

locomotive’s next

owner, CliffordBrown,

exchanged these

straightnameplates

for the curvedones

it carries today–but

whenone cameup for

sale atGWRailwayana

Auctions in July2020,

theNYMR’sDameVera

LynnFundwasable to

secure it thanks toa

generousdonation from

Clifford’s grandchildren

in theUnitedStates.

The locationof the

other ‘plate isunknown.

NYMR/DAME VERA LYNN

FUND

During itsbrief periodat theMid-HantsRailway,DameVeraLynn is reunited

with itsGreek classmateNo. Lb951–nowrestored inBRguiseasNo. 90775–at

Ropley shed. J. S. BUNCH COLLECTION

ProudownerCliffordBrownwithNo. 3672 inPlatform3atGrosmont station, just

after the locomotive’s first overhaulwas completedandbefore thedayswhen

hi-visibility vestswere required. IAN FOOT

“It was only at the Mid-Hants for a short
time, and it never steamed there,” said John.
“I think he was looking for the railway to
overhaul it – the work it needed wasn’t massive,
but the railway didn’t have the money at
the time.”
Reflecting on his efforts, John concluded:

“It aged me – but I don’t regret doing it. I’m
pleased we managed to get these historic
engines back to the UK, and that they have a
secure future.”

Hard graft
Receiving its overhaul at Grosmont works
instead of Ropley,Dame Vera Lynn returned
to steam on April 11, 1989, and quickly proved
its worth on what is arguably the toughest
railway in preservation. Even on the twisting
1-in-49 bank to Goathland, it was able to haul
a 10-coach train when the demands of the peak
summer season required it.
Sadly, Clifford Brown wasn’t around to see

the locomotive attain its 100,000-mile record.
He died in October 1997 at the age of 71,
having gifted both No. 3672 and Repton to the
North York Moors Historical Railway Trust.
Dame Vera Lynn was finally withdrawn from

service in November 1998, with 113,000 miles
to its credit.
It had one more moment of glory six years

later, being chosen for display at the National
Railway Museum’s Railfest event of 2004,
representing the wartime era in a celebration of
200 years of railway history.
From there, it moved to Ian Riley’s then Bury

workshops to be assessed for an overhaul – but
on this occasion, it wasn’t to be.
“I wasn’t involved then,” said Ian Foot, “but

I can only assume that the quotation wasn’t
acceptable to the then trust board, and it came
back to the NYMR – but then we lost the
momentum because it went into store.”
As the line’s former head of traction and

rolling stock, he explained: “The railway
wanted locos that didn’t need too much work
and could be turned around quickly, butDame
Vera Lynn wasn’t one of them because it had
been standing outside for years, so it went to
the back of the queue.”

‘We’ll SteamAgain’
However, manyMoors Line members and
volunteers, with happy memories of No. 3672’s
first stint in service, were determined that
it shouldn’t be forgotten – and what is best
described as a Friends group for the locomotive
got together to raise money for its overhaul.
In 2013, the group launched a campaign titled

We’ll Steam Again, in homage to Dame Vera’s
wartime songWe’ll Meet Again. Sir William
McAlpine became the group’s patron, and
following his death in 2018, his widow, Lady
Judy McAlpine, took over the role.
The group has 64 supporters, all NYMR

members, staff or volunteers, and has so far
raised £175,000 – enough to begin work in
earnest, starting with the dispatch of the tender
to Ian Riley for a contract overhaul (see News).
“He has previous experience of WD tenders,”

explained Ian Foot – having overhauled
the tender for the Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway’s 2-8-0 No. 90733.
The locomotive itself has a slot booked in the

works at Grosmont. “It’s in the official overhaul
plan,” said Ian, “but we’ll do as much work
with our group as we can.”
The boiler shop is currently working on

the boilers from BulleidWest Country 4-6-2
No. 34101Hartland, BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0
No. 75029, 2-6-4T No. 80135 and Bagnall
0-4-0ST No. 2702. “So it’s a tad busy at the
moment,” Ian said, “but we’ve got in mind
that – provided we have enough money – we’ll
fund temporary staff to work onDame Vera
Lynn’s boiler.”
Fortunately, he continued, an inspection of

theWD’s boiler has shown it to be “in better
condition than we dared hope – some parts
are actually thicker than the original drawings
specified. We’ll replace the front barrel section
and tubeplate; we’re not sure about the rear
tubeplate, but we’re assuming we’ll have to
replace it.
“The firebox is not too bad – it just needs the

traditional stuff. There’s wastage around the
foundation ring, but it’s not excessive and we
can weld new sections in.”
One more job on the boiler is the result of

the locomotive’s long period in open storage.
“The firebox backhead needs a couple of new
inserts,” said Ian, “because the rain coming in
has worn a groove in the platework.”
As for the engine’s bottom half, he said: “We

won’t really know until it’s lifted, but at first
glance the frames and stretchers don’t look too
bad. She’s had a hard life – but that’s what she
was designed to do.”
A new smokebox and rear dragbox are

already to hand, made at the same time as
those for No. 90775 when the latter was under
overhaul at the NYMR 20 years ago.
One expensive job that is already known

to be required, however, is a new axle for the
front pony truck. Ultrasonic testing of this
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DameVeraLynn climbs theNYMR's 1-in-49gradient at ThomasonFossonOctober7, 1995. PAUL CHANCELLOR/COLOURRAIL

part, said Ian, “was inconclusive as to whether
there were any cracks,” so to be certain, it must
be replaced.

‘The People’s Engine’
The cost of all this is estimated at more than
£600,000; on top of the £175,000 already raised,
the group is aiming for another £450,000,
giving a total of £625,000 as a contingency for
any extra work needed.
“The railway will have to contribute,” said

Ian, “unless the appeal goes ballistic.” But every
pound you can give will bring this much-loved
engine that bit closer to completion.
It may have played little, if any, part in the

war effort itself – but its name alone gives it a
powerful link to a period of history that still
fascinates many.
“My father served with the army in Greece,”

said Ian, “and Dame Vera was his pin-up – like
thousands of others!”
With Dame Vera herself having died just over

a year ago, on June 18, 2020, he added: “We
want to keep her name alive and honoured.”
But it’s not so much this engine’s service

history for which it is remembered anyway.
It wasDame Vera Lynn’s period of operation
in the 1990s that left such fond memories for
NYMR volunteers and visitors. In that regard,
it’s an example of how railway preservation
itself can inspire whole new generations.
Among those working on its latest overhaul

are members of the NYMR’s junior volunteer
group – who, being aged as young as 14, can’t
even remember No. 3672’s previous stint
in traffic. “But their mums and dads can!”
said Ian.
If everyone else out there with similar

recollections gave a little to the appeal, it would
be well on its way.
“If only I had a pound for every member of

the public who’s said, ‘oh, I rememberDame
Vera Lynn’ – or ‘that big green engine’,” said
Ian. “As a driver, I’ve had that conversation
time after time.
“We call it ‘the people’s engine’.”

Details of the Dame Vera Lynn project can be found and
donations made at https://dameveralynn.co.uk or
www.nymr.co.uk/war-department-2-10-0-no-
3672-dame-vera-lynn
Cheques payable to ‘Dame Vera Lynn Fund’ can

be sent c/o North Yorkshire Moors Railway, 12 Park
Street, Pickering, YO18 7AJ.

Howyoucanhelp

CelebrationsatPickeringon June2, 1998, afterDameVeraLynnbecame the first steam locomotive to clock

up100,000miles inpreservation. JOHNHUNT
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While planning this picture on the Severn Valley

Railway, taken onMay 30, I had been looking at

Hampton Loade station departures for some time

and, living locally, studied if the sun coincided

with the train timings. A window between 3.30pm

and 5pm appeared best, especially with the

nearby trees.

Several dry runs were attempted without

cars to see which locomotives fitted best on the

bridge, and a choice of three tank engines was

decided on: GWR-liveried 0-6-0ST No. 813 and

panniers Nos. 7714 and 1501, both in BR black. My

preference for rolling stock was theMk.1 crimson

and cream rake.



The Austin A35was built in 1956 and is owned by

Joe, an 18-year-old car enthusiast who has taken it

round Castle Coombe racing circuit and, despite its

948cc engine, showedmepictureswith its wheels

nearly off the ground.

My neighbourMark owns the six-cylinder 2.4

litre Vauxhall Cresta PA. No. 1501was built in 1949

andwithdrawn in 1961, the same year the Cresta

was built.

In my field of vision was a parked car but the

owner, who works for the SVR, moved it slightly

back when I explained. The A35 was parked in

the sun, complete with tax disc on view, and once

the signal was pulled off the Cresta drove into

position. Then came the gamble – will anything

come round the corner behind and ruin the shot?

No. 1501 whistled, followed by an agonisingly

long wait before it slowly departed with the

4.38pm to Bridgnorth. Not an easy shot to

arrange – but it was worth the effort.

JOHN TITLOW



‘U-boat’ returns tomain line
action on top-and-tailed train
ByCedricJohns

WHILE it is fairlycommonpractice for

railtours tobetoppedandtailedby

diesels,especially thoseof the‘forgotten

tracks’varietywherereversalsareallpart

of the itinerary,useof steaminsuch

circumstancesonthenetwork is rare.

However, ithappenedonSunday,

June20whenSouthallbasedB14-6-0

No.61306MayflowerandUclass2-6-0

No.31806fromtheSwanageRailway

workedaFather’sDayspecial from

PortsmouthtoBrockenhurst.

ThetrainhadstartedfromPaddington

travellingwestviaReading,Basingstoke

andonwards toEastleighviaWinchester.

ComingtoastandatEastleigh,No.31806

backedontotherearof thetrain

tender,havingfirst run lightengine

fromSwanageviaBournemouthand

Southamptonearlier thatmorning.Given

thenod,withMayflowerat the frontend,

thespecial ranontoPortsmouthvia

Fareham,CoshamandFratton.

Mogul in charge
OnarrivalatPortsmouth&Southsea,

passengersbookedthroughtothecoast

weregiventheoptionsofcrossingThe

Solent tothe IsleofWightorvisitingthe

navaldockyard.

Onceclearofpassengers, theSteam

Dreamsteamsetaboutpreparingthe

rollingstock in readiness toreceive

theoncomingcrowdofFather’s

Daycelebrants.

Departingat1.45pm,No.31806was

nowinchargeof thespecialwiththeB1

trailingat therear.Thetrainwasrouted

alongSouthamptonWatersidetravelling

viaFareham,Swanwick,Hamble,Netley,

StDenys,SouthamptonandTotton

toBrockenhurst.

Morninggreyskiesanddrizzlehad

givenwaytobrokenskiesandsunshine,

with theresult thatBrockenhurst

stationtookonsomethingofaparty

atmosphereasoldergenerations,mums

anddads, teenagersandsmall children

crowdedall fourplatformswaitingtosee

thetrain.

Sureenough,ashinyblackNo.31806

emergedaroundthecurveandafter

rumblingover the levelcrossingdrew

intoplatform4,normallyusedbythe

Lymingtonpierbranch,with itsa rake

ofwell-turned-outWestCoastRailways

stock.Whenemptiedofpassengers the

trainwasshunted intoplatformone, the

2-6-0haulingthetrainandtheB1wellup

the linetowardsLymingtonJunction.

Having letaSouthWesternelectric

pass,Mayflowerbrought thestockback

intothestationfor thereturn journey.

Home run
Delayedbythearrivalofanother third

railunit runningtoWaterloo, thespecial

eventuallydepartedforPortsmouth

15minutes late, theB1makingan

impressivestarthaulingbothtrain

andNo.31806backthroughtheNew

Forest.ArrivingatEastleigh, thetrain

reversed, the2-6-0workingthespecial

intoPortsmouth.

AfterNo.61306andtrainhaddeparted

forLondon,No.31806ran lightengine,

tender first toRomseyviaChandlersFord,

then, takingthe linetoRedbridge, the

2-6-0waspositionedsmokeboxfirst for

itseveningtripbacktoWarehamand

Swanageafterwhatprovedtobean

enjoyableandsuccessfulday.

SteamDreamssupremoDavidBuck

saidhehadsuspendedthecompany’s

plannedearly-morningTuesday

departures fromLondonVictoria to

Windsorbecauseof lackofoverseas

tourists.

However,hewashappywiththe

manner inwhichthemid-morningand

earlyafternoontrainswere loading.The

‘Sunset’diner,which leavesVictoriaat

6.15pmonTuesdayevenings, isoften

fullybooked.

UClass2-6-0

No. 31806

departs

Wareham

onSunday,

June20, for

top-and-tailing

dutieson

SteamDream’s

Father’s

Day special.

ANDREWPM

WRIGHT

UClass2-6-0No. 31806heads theSteamDreamsFather’sDay special away fromSouthampton toBrockenhurst on June6. The locomotivewas last on themain line in

April 2018,when it hauleda legof theRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘GreatBritainXI’ excursion.DAVE COLLIER

MAIN LINE NEWS
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REASSEMBLYof thedrivingwheelsets

foruniqueBRPacificNo.71000Duke

ofGloucestercontinuesat theSouth

DevonRailway.

TheRiddles8P’scannonboxes (roller

bearingaxleboxes)havebeenassembled

andfittedtothedriving (centre)and

trailingaxles.Meanwhile, the leading

crankaxle isalso readytoreceive its

cannonboxes followingthemachiningof

thekeyways.Thenextstages tocomplete

thewheelsetswillbe topress thewheels

backontotheaxles,‘quartered’toplace

thecrankpins120degreesapart.

The£40,000appeal tooverhaul the

Duke’snewBRMk.1supportcoach,

detailed in the last issueofHeritage

Railway, isnow53%of thewayto

its target,while theappeals for the

superheater fluetubesandsmall tubes

arestandingat75%and47%of their

respectivetotals.TrevorTuckley,chairman

of itscustodians, theBRClass8Steam

LocomotiveTrust,describedthisas“an

extremelypleasingresult so far”.

The fluetubescanbesponsoredat

£500eachandthesmall tubesat£140

each.Visitwww.theduke.uk.comfor

details,orwrite to:TheDuke,BRClass8

SteamLocomotiveTrust,AuroraHouse,

DelticAvenue,Rooksley,MiltonKeynes

MK138LW.

Sell-out success forRTC’s July tours
ASWEreported last issue, the

RailwayTouringCompany

experiencedamuch-needed

demandforseatswhen itsfirst

fourdaytrips thisyear,bookedto

runonJune5,12andtwotrains

onthe19th,were–muchtothe

promoter’sdelight– fullybooked

whileobservingcurrentsocial

distancingrestrictions.

Takingadvantageof thepublic’s

desire togetoutandabout,

managingdirectorKellyOsborne

laidon11excursions thismonth:

The‘BournemouthExpress’on

July3;‘EndofSouthernSteam’on

July9;‘TheWaverley’and‘Royal

Duchy’,bothrunningonJuly11;

‘TheCheshireman’onJuly15; the

‘CumbrianMountainExpress’onJuly

17; the‘NorthWalesCoastExpress’

onJuly18; the‘WelshMountaineer’

onJuly20; the‘KentishBelle’onJuly

22;andthe‘WestSomersetSteam

Express’and‘TheHadrian’,bothon

July24.

Tenof the11trainswere fully

booked, theonlyexceptionaswe

closedforpressbeingthe‘West

SomersetSteamExpress’.

Apart fromthe‘Bournemouth

Express’andthe‘EndofSouthern

Steam’,which featureBulleid

4-6-2No.35018British India

Line, theremainingtrains

arebookedforhaulageby

Carnforth-based locomotives.

OneofRTC’s favourite trains, the

‘DorsetCoastExpress’,will runto

BournemouthandWeymouthon

August5and19,andSeptember2.

The last twotrainsareexpectedto

beworkedby‘BlackFives’, the firstby

‘Jubilee’4-6-0No.45596Bahamas.

RTCoperationsmanagerRachael

Jacksonsaidpeoplearebooking

daysoutwith thefirmbecauseof

restrictionsonoverseas travel.

Peter Watts takes a step
back at Pathfinder Tours
BIGchangesareafootatPathfinder

Tours,withgeneralmanagerPeterWatts

declaringthathe ispreparingtotakea

stepback frommanagement–witha

viewtoultimateretirementwhenanew

manisappointedtotakecharge.

Peterwillbedifficult to replace

consideringhehasmorethan40yearsof

experienceplanningandimplementing

railtours tomost, ifnotall,partsof

thecountry,and isamongthemost

knowledgeable in thebusiness.

Peter iscurrentlyconcentratingon

theproblemof findingnewdates for

daytourspostponedbytherestrictions

imposedbythepandemic lockdown.

These includethe‘Mazeyday

Cornishman’fromtheMidlandsto

PenzancewithtwoClass50s, the

‘BlueboysMerrymixer’fromEastleigh

toBirminghamwithClass37s,andthe

‘CumbrianFreighter’fromBanburyto

CreweandWigan.

Datesconfirmed includethe

‘Cambridge&NorfolkExpress’Eastleigh-

CambridgeandNorfolkexcursionon

August14, the‘CambrianCoastExpress’

BristolParkway-PwllhelionSeptember8,

andthe‘GallowayFifties’ThameBridge-

Carlisle-StranraeronSeptember11.

Thehoped-forplanof threetripswith

MerchantNavyPacificNo.35028Clan

LineduringJuly–apart fromthetrip to

Margatestarting fromNewportonJuly

3–originally set to runayearagohave

beencancelled.

Meanwhile,parentcompanyRiviera

Trainswascheckingon its rakesof

coachingstock,outofaction forayearor

more,byrunningemptycoachingstock

specialsonmain lines toprovethemfit

forpurpose.

Twonewtrustees for theVintageTrainsCharitableTrust
THETyseley-basedVintageTrains

CharitableTrusthasboosted its

boardof trusteedirectorswith the

appointmentof twonewnon-

executives, havingwide-ranging

experience in the transport industry

andchangemanagement.

ArabellaNairneandAudrey

Ezekwesili have joined thecharity,

bringing skills that are seenashighly

relevant in the changingworldof

rail transport, customer serviceand

communityengagement.

Arabella’s experienceblends

transport, tourismandeducation,

developinga strongnetworkacross

these sectors andspecialising in

leadingchangeand transformation

projects,most recentlywith theRail

DeliveryGroupandCatalytix.

Audrey is aprofessional change

management specialistwitha

passion for improvingbusiness.Her

experience comes fromseveral years

within the rail industry,where she

hadaparticular focusondiversity.

Her currentpermanent role iswith

theWestCoast Partnership.

Trust chairmanMichaelWhitehouse

said:“Theappointmentof two

highly skillednon-executivedirector

trusteeswithproven track records

in changemanagementwill help

strengthen the currentboardby

wideningour viewsonstrategic

anddiversityplanning,providing

enhancedgovernanceand,

importantly, improvingcommunity

engagement.

“Theboard ishighly skilledbut

long-standing, so theall-important

subjectof successionplanningwill

alsobeon theagenda.

“Weverymuch look forward to

workingwithArabella andAudrey.”

Duke of Gloucester’s roller
bearings get ready to roll

NewVintageTrainsCharitableTrust

non-executivedirectorsAudrey

Ezekwesili (left) andArabellaNairn

(right).VT

The cannonboxes refitted tooneof theaxles forBR8P4-6-2No. 71000Dukeof

Gloucesterat theSouthDevonRailway.BC8SLT

The crankaxle forNo. 71000 ready to receive its cannonboxes.BC8SLT
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‘Shakespeare Express’ start delayed
as customers await lockdown lifting
ByRobinJones

THEextensionof theGovernment’s

remaininglockdownrestrictionsuntil July

19has ledtoVintageTrainspostponing

thestartof its summer‘Shakespeare

Express' trains fromBirminghamto

Stratford-upon-Avon.

Thisyear’s serieswas, scheduledto

startonJuly17,as reported in issue280,

fourSaturdaytrains for the first time,with

MurderontheShakespeareExpresson-

boardeveningeventsonselecteddays

andafternoonMadHattersTeaParties

foryoungsters.

However, ticket sales for theJuly

‘Shakespeares’provedtobeslow.The

series largelycaters for familiesanda

VTspokesmansaidmanypotential

customersappear tohaveheldoffuntil

so-called‘FreedomDay'–postponed

fromJune21–was finallyapproved

byWhitehall.

Thisyear’s 'ShakespeareExpress’will

nowrunonSundaysAugust1,8,15,22

and29–andwithoutanyentertainment

onboard.

Anniversary specials
WhileVThasbeenallocatedthe

‘ShakepeareExpress’paths, there remains

theoptionofaddingfurther trains if the

situation improves.

Alsocancelled is theAugust18

diesel-hauled‘WestonVenturer’trip from

BirminghamtoWeston-super-Mare.

NetworkRail’s currentmajor remodelling

ofBristolSouthJunctionwouldhave

involvedadetour lasting90minutes,

reducingthetimepassengerswould

havehadtospendat theseaside.

However,bothanniversary trainshave

provedtobeamust forenthusiasts.The

70thanniversaryof theStephenson

LocomotiveSocietyspecials from

BirminghamonSeptember25,dueto

beheadedbyGWRCastle4-6-0No.5043

ByCedricJohns

THEfact that theup-marketNorthern

BelleWaterloo-Bournemouth90th

anniversary tripwasbookedfor

haulagebynothingmorethanan

LMS‘BlackFive’raisedquitea few

eyebrowsconsideringticketpricesof

morethan£300perhead.

However, themessagewas

receivedbyhigherauthority,which

replaced the4-6-0withPeppercorn

A14-6-2No.60163Tornado for

theall-BRPullmantrainwhichwas

scheduled to runonJuly5.

When launched in1931, the‘Belle’

washauledbySRKingArthurand

LordNelson4-6-0sbetweenLondon

andBournemouthWest.After theend

of theSecondWorldWar, theusual

sourceofmotivepowerwasaBulleid

MerchantNavyclassPacific, andnow-

preservedexampleNo.35018British

IndiaLinewasaregularperformer

ontheprestigious train in1956,after

itbecamethe firstof theclass tobe

rebuilt fromoriginalair-smoothed

condition.

Abrokencrankaxlesufferedat

speednearCrewkernebyNo.35020

BibbyLine in1953resulted in the

wholeclassbeingwithdrawnfor

examination, soreplacements

workingthe‘Belle’includedWestern

Region-allocatedBritannias,Gresley

V2sandLMSandBRClass5s.

Dieselsalsoplayedapart. Southern-

builtNos.10201and10202were

regularperformers foraperiod,and

aBRpolicydecisionputall-diesel

electrics togetherbasedatNineElms,

whichsawLMSpioneerduoNos.

10000and10001 join the‘Belle’roster.

WhentheBournemouth line

waselectrified in themid-1960s,

it signalledtheendof theslower

Pullmantrain,whichmadeonlyone

journeyeachway inaday.The lastday

ofPullman luxurywasJuly9,1967.

Despite lobbyingbehindthescenes,

management insistedthatnosteam

wouldbe involved.

GreenBrushType4D1924,

borrowedfromtheWesternRegion’s

CantonshedatCardiff,worked

thefinal train.When itdeparted

BournemouthCentral for its last run

backtoWaterloo, lingeringdiesel

fumesservedasa final reminderof

whathadbeen.

A1PacificTornado set tohaul‘BournemouthBelle’90thanniversary special

EarlofMountEdgcumbe, is virtually

soldout,as is theOctober20ReturnTo

Steam50thanniversaryspecial, recalling

BR’s liftingof its steambanonOctober

2,1971.VT isalsoholdingtalkswith

NetworkRail andChilternRailways, the

operatorofBirminghamMoorStreet

station,about thepossibilityof running

the‘PolarExpress’betweenthereand

Tyseley thisChristmas,butnofinal

decisionhasyetbeenreached.

TV star Pullman
Railtourshaveagreatappeal tosingle

travellersbutwithsocialdistancing

restrictions inplace, touroperators

haveneededtorestrict sales tomultiple

‘bubble’ticketholdersonly.Anticipating

changes to thesocial distancing rules,VT

hasestablishedawaiting list for single

travellers,whoare invited to telephone

01217084960oremail bookings@

VintageTrains.co.uk to reservea seat.

VT’sClass47No.47773TheQueen

MotherhasreturnedtoTyseley fromthe

SevernValleyRailway,where it ranasa

specialguestat therecentSpringDiesel

Bash. Itsvisit to theSVR includedtimeat

Kidderminsterdieseldepot,where ithas

undergonebodyrepairsandafull repaint

to itsoriginal two-tonegreen liverywith

small yellowwarningpanel.

PullmancarEagle is currently

undergoingabogies-outwheelchange

andbrakeoverhaulbefore it joins theVT

operationalcarriage fleet for the first time.

Following itsextensiverestoration in

2018, featured intheChannel4TVseries

GreatRailRestorationswithPeterSnow,

Eaglehasundergonefurthermechanical

workandisalmost readytoserve its first

diningpassengers.Repaintsarealso

underwayonothermembersof the fleet.

EarlofMountEdgcumbe’sboiler isnow

complete followingaretubeandfirebox

repairs, and itmayreturntosteaminmid-

August.WR4-6-0No.7029ClunCastle’s

boilerhadbeensteamtestedbytheend

ofJune,and itwasbeingpreparedfor its

provingruns inJuly.

Thewheelset changeandbrake

overhaul ofPullmancarEagle inside

Tyseley LocomotiveWorks.

DENIS CHICK/VT

Theboiler ofGWRCastle4-6-0

No. 5043EarlofMountEdgcumbe

awaiting itshydraulic test at Tyseley.

DENIS CHICK/VT

Tyseley flagshipWR4-6-0No. 7029
ClunCastleheads the ‘Shakespeare
Express’ at Stratford-upon-Avon

on July21, 2019.VT
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Belmond Pullman runs to the Severn Valley
ByJohnTitlow

THESevernValleyRailwayplayedhost

toanunusual and infrequentvisitor

when theBelmondPullmanarrivedon

a June5private charterwith12coaches

bound forBridgnorth.The last time the

Pullman ranon theSVRwasonMay

15, 2015, for the line’s 50thanniversary,

hauledbyBulleidWestCountry4-6-2

No. 34027TawValley.

Preparations for the tripbeganon

Friday, June4,whenaGBRailfreight

driver requireda refresheronClass 50

No. 50049Defiance,whichwascarried

out atKidderminster in readiness for its

roleon theoutward legof the trip.

Defiancewaspositioned so it could

droponto train locomotiveClass 66

No. 66737 Lesiawhen it arrived from

Doncasteron theexchange line.

DefianceandNo. 66737 thendeparted

for Stewarts Lanedepot in London

Meanwhile, at Bridgnorth,Taw

Valleyhad receivedattention fromthe

mechanical teamand its leaderWill

Marsh,withanexceptional effort from

cleaners includingPhil Cooper,Alan

Garbett andLornaShorthouseon the

morningof theevent.

At 4pm, theempty stockwasmoved

fromtheSVR toLondon.ThePullman,

the first charter tovisit theSVR since

the secondpandemic lockdown

began, left LondonVictoria at 6.49am

behindNo. 66737withDefianceon

the rear, runningviaNeasden, Luton,

Bedford,Nuneaton,Walsall, Stourbridge

andKidderminster.

The train lost timebetweenDudding

Hill JunctionandHarrowdenJunction

andwas16minutesdownatHarpenden

but timewasmadeup for a two-minute

early arrival at Kidderminster.

After crossingontoSevernValley

metals,No. 50049wasuncoupledat

Kidderminster, a crewchange took

place, andat12.35pm,guard Ian

Ridpathgave the rightofway.No. 66737

pulled the train toBridgnorth,making

a rather incongruous sightdown

thevalley.

The return journey fromBridgnorth

wasbehindair-brakedTawValley,

looking resplendentdepartingat

3.35pmtoKidderminster fullybedecked

with‘GoldenArrow’regalia andexpress

passengerdiscs.

Getting the12heavycoachesand the

66weighingaround620 tonsup the

1-in-100climboutofBridgnorth froma

standingstartwasnomean featbut the

Bulleidperformedverywell, and the66

gavea slightnudgeuponstarting.

Working flat-out, awheelslipoccurred

approachingOldburyViaductbut it

was instantly correctedbydriver Fred

Cotterill,whowaswell in control of the

situation. By this time the66on the rear

wasdoingnoworkat all.

The return toVictoriaon themain line

wasmadebehindNo. 50007Hercules,

renumberedasNo. 50014Warspiteon

theopposite side.Hercules replaced

TawValleyandabrakecontinuity test

was completed.

AtKidderminster everythingwas

ready twominutes aheadof schedule,

but thedeparturedidnot takeplace

until 5.46pm,45minutesdown.

Herculesand the trainarrivedat

Victoria at 23.29pm,35minutes late.

Hauling the start of the return legof aBelmondPullmanprivate charter visiting theSevernValleyRailway,BulleidWestCountryPacificNo. 34027TawValley, fully

bedeckedwith ‘GoldenArrow’ regalia, crossesOldburyViaducton June5. JOHN TITLOW

Left: Class66No.66737 Lesiabrings

theBelmondPullmancharter off the

main lineandon toSevernValley

metals atKidderminsteron June5.

JOHN TITLOW
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Second record-holdingHST
power car to be preserved
BOTHHighSpeedTrainpower cars that

hold theworlddiesel speed recordare

tobepreserved,with thedonationof

No. 43159 to the125Group.

As reported last issue,Class 43

power carNo. 43102hasgoneon

displayat Locomotion inShildon,

afterbeingdonated to theNational

RailwayMuseumby leasingcompany

Porterbrook following itswithdrawal

fromserviceon theMidlandMainLine

inMay.

It set theworld speed record fordiesel

tractionof 148.5mphwhiledescending

StokeBankonNovember1, 1987,

duringa test run for thenewMk.4

coachbogies.

On the rearof that trainwas

No. 43159,whichPorterbrookhasnow

gifted to the125Group,basedat the

NottinghamTransportHeritageCentre

inRuddingtonon theGreatCentral

Railway (Nottingham). It hadbeen in

storage formore than twoyears, having

lastworked forGreatWesternRailway

onApril 7, 2019.

No. 43159will be the fourthHST

power car in the125Group’s collection,

putting it in theuniquepositionof

beingable to showcase the full history

of theClass 43s,withexamplesof three

differentengines thatwere installed

during their 45yearsof service.

ThegroupalsoownsNo. 43044,which

it plans to restorewith theoriginal

PaxmanValentaengine, andNos. 43048

and43089with the later PaxmanVP185

powerunit.

Completing the setwill beNo. 43159

with itsMTUengine, fitted in2007.

Full Mk.3 set

Thegrouphasacquireda full setofnine

Mk.3HST trailer coaches to runwith the

power cars.

It hadalsopreviously restored

the survivingprototypepower car,

No. 41001, toworkingorderunder a

loanagreementwith theNRMthat

ended inNovember2019.

Thegroupstated thatnormally it

selectedvehiclesbasedoncondition

rather than their paintednumber,

but that thehistorical significanceof

No. 43159didplayapart in thedecision

to take it on.

All of thesepower carswill be

maintained toanoperational standard

withmain line certification.

Regarding theacquisitionofNo. 43159,

thegroupstated:“The125Group

wishes toplaceon record its sincerest

gratitude toPorterbrook for its amazing

generosity in supportingouraims,but

alsowishes to thank itsownmembers,

for their support and financial backing

tobring this small fleetofHSTs into the

preservationcircle.”

Warning issued as ‘Scotsman fever’ resurfaces
NETWORKRail has issuedawarning topeoplewho

turnout to seeA3No. 60103FlyingScotsman–held

tobe theworld’smost famous steam locomotive–

to stayoff the tracks.

Thewarningcameafter agroupofpeople

were seenstandingnext to the trackatParlour

Gates level crossing inOakley,Hampshire, during

theSteamDreams trip fromPaddington to

Southamptonand returnon June6.

NetworkRailWessex routedirectorMarkKillick

said:“It’s great that somanypeoplehavean interest

in the railwayand that theywant to seehistoric

trains suchasFlyingScotsman, but it’s vital for them

tostay safe.Thoseacting irresponsiblynotonlyput

their own lives in jeopardybutalso the safetyof

trains, their drivers andpassengers.

“It is never acceptable togoonto the track for

any reason.Comeandenjoy the spectacleof these

iconic trainsbutpleasedoso fromasafeplace.”

Trespassingon railways cancarry a fineofup to

£1000,with trainobstructionpunishablebyup to

twoyears inprison.

A3PacificNo. 60103FlyingScotsmanpassingLanghoworkinganEdinburgh-Paddingtoncharter as

far asPrestonwhere itwasdetached to run forward toCarnforth.No. 60103hadbeenheadingSteam

Dreams’ three-day tour toScotland,duringwhich it hauled threeFifeCircle charters fromEdinburgh.

FRED KERR

Upgrade for decades-old
listed Garsdale signalbox
GARSDALE’S 111-year-oldGrade II* listed signalboxon the

Settle andCarlisle line isbeingupgradedaspartof a£500,000

GreatNorthRail Project investment.

Startingon June14,work isunderway toupgrade the

structural timbers andoutsidecladding, and fit anewroof and

windows.Theelectronicswill alsobe repaired.

Theworkhasbeenplannedso that the signalboxcan

continueoperating tokeep trainsmoving.

MarkRand, vice-presidentof theFriendsof theSettle

toCarlisle line, said:“Wewelcome the forthcoming

improvements toGarsdale signalboxwhichwasopened in

July1910, replacing twoearlier boxesatwhatwas then the

verybusyHawes Junction. Besidesbeinga junction, itwas

wherepilot engines coulddetachafter assistingheavy trains

over the‘Roofof England’, turn roundand return to their sheds

atHellifield to the southorCarlisle to thenorth.”

TonyBaxter, regionaldirector atNorthern, said:“TheSettle

andCarlisle line is oneof themostbeautiful routes in theUK

andwe’reextremelyproud tohave it aspartofournetwork.

“This restorationandupgrade shows the real valueof the

GreatNorthRail Project and theworkof all partners tonot

only improve the railwaybut toalso tokeepalive its vital and

historically important link to thepast.”

World record-holdingHSTClass43power carNo. 43159hasnowbeendonated to

the125Groupbasedat theGreatCentral Railway (Nottingham).

TONYHISGETT/CREATIVE COMMONS

Garsdale’s

Grade

II* listed

signalbox.

MARK

HARVEY/

FRIENDSOF

SETTLE TO

CARLISLE

LINE
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Saphos Trains to run steam tour from
Carnforth to the Severn Valley Railway
SAPHOSTrains is to runa tour from

Carnforth to theSevernValleyRailway

onWednesday, July21.

PickingupatCarnforth, Lancaster,

Preston,WiganNorthWestern,

WarringtonBankQuay,Hartford,Crewe

andShrewsbury, the‘SevernValley

Enterprise’heads toKidderminster and

over theheritage line toBridgnorth.

Followinga three-hourbreak, the

return leg takes in the1-in-45climbof

OldHill Bank.

The trip is steamhauled fromCrewe

byeither LMS4-6-0No. 46100Royal

Scot,WestCountryPacificNo. 34046

Braunton,or LMS‘BlackFive’No. 45231

TheSherwoodForester.

Elsewhere, the‘Settle&Carlisle

Fellsman,’now in its 13th season, heads

fromCrewe toCarlisleonWednesday,

July14.

At LocomotiveServices Ltd, the

overhaulofBRStandard4-6-2No. 70000

Britannia continues alongside those

of PeppercornA2PacificNo. 60532

BluePeterandGWR4-6-0No. 5029

NunneyCastle.

LocomotiveServices Limited’s ‘MidlandPullman’HighSpeedTrain, comprisingClass 43power carsNos. 43055and43046,

crosses theM5atHaresfield,Gloucestershire,with the5Z14empty stockmove fromBristol Parkway toCrewecarriage

sidingson June13. Fullybookedare theMidlandPullman’s ‘Heart ofWales’ excursion fromPreston toCardiff onSaturday,

July17, the ‘Settle&Carlisle JorvikPullman’onSaturday,August14, the ‘Settle&CarlislePullman’ fromStPancrason

Saturday,August21, and the ‘DevonianPullman’ fromPeterborough toKingswearonMonday,August30. JACK BOSKETT

LMS4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScot rounds the curvepast LangstoneRockatDawlishWarrenwith theSaphosTrains ‘English

RivieraExpress’ fromBristol toKingswearon June20. The last train in the series ranon June27andwas fullybooked.

NICHOLAS JOHNS
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July
9 ‘The End of Southern Steam’

London Victoria, Weymouth & return.

Steam-hauled Victoria-Yeovil Junction

andWeymouth-Victoria.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line. RTC

10 ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Southend East, Hastings & return.

Steam-hauled Southend, Hastings, West

London.

Loco: TBA. SD

10 ‘The Lakelander’

Rugby, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled

Crewe, Carlisle & return.

Loco: No. 34046 Braunton or No. 45231

or No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST

11 ‘TheWaverley’

York, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC

11 ‘The Royal Duchy’

Slough, Par & return. Steam-hauled

Taunton, Plymouth and return.

Loco: TBA. RTC

15 ‘The Cheshireman’

Euston, Chester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

17 ‘The CumbrianMountain Express’

Crewe, Liverpool, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled Hellifield, Carlisle, Shap,

Liverpool.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman. RTC

18 ‘The NorthWales Coast Express’

Liverpool, Holyhead & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman. RTC

18 ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Paddington, Salisbury & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

The information in this listwas correct at
the timeofgoing topress.Westrongly
adviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular
tripwith thepromoter concerned.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman.WCR

Tuesdays July 20, 27, August 10, 17, 31

‘The Pendle Dalesman’

Lancaster, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman.WCR

Wednesdays July 14 and August 4

‘The Fellsman’

Crewe, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 34046 Braunton or No. 45231

or No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST

Thursdays July 22, August 12

‘The Dalesman’

York, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled

Hellifield, Carlisle and return.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman.WCR

Thursdays July 15, 29, August 5, 19, 26

‘The Scarborough Spa Express’

Carnforth, Scarborough & return.

Steam-hauled York, Scarborough &

return.

Loco: No. 45699 Galatea.WCR

Thursday July 22 and Saturday July

31 ‘The Aberdonian’

Edinburgh, Aberdeen & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

Sundays August 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 ‘The

Shakespeare Express’

Birmingham, Stratford-upon-Avon &

return (twice each day).

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT

Steam-hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle,

Preston.

Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth.NB

31 ‘The Cathedrals Express’

Paddington, Weymouth & return.

Steam-hauled Paddington-Weymouth &

Southampton-Paddington.

Loco: TBA. SD

August
1 ‘The Royal Duchy’

Slough, Par & return. Steam-hauled

Taunton, Plymouth and return.

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. RTC

5 ‘TheDorset Coast Express’

London Victoria, Weymouth & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas Victoria-

Weymouth and Southampton-Victoria,

No. 31806Weymouth-Southampton. RTC

Regular Steam
Daily until October 29

‘The Jacobite’

Fort William, Mallaig & return (pm

train until October 1). Steam-hauled

throughout.

Locos: Nos. 44871, 45407 or 62005. WCR

Tuesdays July 13, 20, 27, August 3, 10,

17, 24 ‘The RoyalWindsor Express’

London Victoria, Windsor & Eton

Riverside (am and pm). Steam-hauled

throughout.

Loco: No. 61306. SD

Tuesdays July 13, 20, 27, August 3, 10,

17, 24 ‘The Sunset Steam Express’

London Victoria, Guildford, Dorking,

Reigate & return. Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 61306. SD

Tuesdays July 13, August 3, 24

‘The Dalesman’

Chester, Carlisle & return. Steam-hauled

Hellifield, Carlisle, Carnforth.

LMSJubileeNo. 45690Leanderat

Sheffieldwith theRailwayTouring

Company’s ‘ScarboroughFlyer’ on

June5.ALANWEAVER

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust

01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman

0845 0772 222

NB Northern Belle

01270 899379

PT Pathfinder Tours

01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company

01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams

01483 209888

SR Statesman Rail

0345 310 2458

ST Saphos Trains

0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours

01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains

0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways

0333 996 6720

Tour promoters

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. SD

18 ‘Hampshire Countryside Tour’

Salisbury, Southampton, Eastleigh &

return. Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. SD

20 ‘The Viking Venturer’

Linlithgow, Edinburgh, York & return.

Steam-hauled York, Edinburgh.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

20 ‘TheWelshMountaineer’

Preston, Blaenau Ffestiniog & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35018 British India Line,

No. 45690 Leander or No. 46115 Scots

Guardsman. RTC

21 ‘Severn Valley Enterprise’

Carnforth, Bridgnorth & return.

Steam-hauled Crewe, Bridgnorth & return.

Loco: No. 34046 Braunton or No. 45231

or No. 46100 Royal Scot. ST

22 ‘The Kentish Belle’

London Victoria, Faversham & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas. RTC

24 ‘Golden Age of Travel by Steam’

London Victoria, Guildford & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

24 ‘TheWest Somerset SteamExpress’

Paddington, West Somerset Railway &

return. Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 45596 Bahamas Paddington-

Bishops Lydeard & return, WSR

locomotives from Bishops Lydeard. RTC

24 ‘The Hadrian’

Derby, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled Doncaster, Settle, Carlisle,

Tyne Valley, Darlington.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC

30 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’

Birmingham, Carlisle & return. Steam-

hauled Carnforth, Carlisle, Settle, Preston.

Loco: No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth.NB

31 ‘Settle & Carlisle Steam Special’

Telford, Chester, Carlisle & return.



WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

In his latest column, Don Benn covers a recent unusual nonstop run from
Carlisle to Carnforth with 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45690 Leander, one with the same
engine in 2006 compared with Class 7P Pacific No. 70031 Byron in 1966 – and
then looks at the record-breaking run from Appleby to Ais Gill with No. 46229
Duchess of Hamilton in 1993, compared with challengers including the recent
run with No. 60163 Tornado.

I SAID last time that I hoped tocover somecurrent

main line steamworkafter the resumptionof

operations following theeasingofCovid restrictions.

In fact, therehasbeena lotof action–mostof it in the

northernhills, including twoon the sameday,May22,

over theSettle andCarlisle,moreofwhich later in this

article.

Anumberof correspondentshave sentdetails of

various runs,mostofwhich Ihavehad tocarryover for

the future.Thedaybefore I put this article together, I

chasedaroundmy local area to see theSaphosTrains

Wolverhampton toPortsmouthcharterhauledbyClass

7P4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScot,hauling10coachesplus

Class 47No. 47593on the rearonaveryhotday.On

bothoccasionswhenyoumightexpect thediesel to

beworking, itwasn’t – andso therewasplentyofnoise

fromtheScot, especially as it climbed the1-in-100/85

up fromtheHambleRiverbridge toBursledonand

onup toHambleHalt. A fine sight andsound for this

steam-starvedenthusiast!

However, I amgoing to startwithamostunusual

occurrence, at least in recent years, and that is a

nonstop runup theWestCoastMainLine fromCarlisle

toCarnforthwhich resulted fromdisruption topower

suppliesnorthofCarlisleon June1, thusallowing the

opportunity for the returningDalesman tomissout its

plannedstops in loopson itsway south. FortunatelyBill

Longwason the train, andhas sentmedetails of the

performance.

The locomotivewas5XP4-6-0No. 45690 Leander,

oneofCarnforth’s fine Jubilees, and the load11 for 403

tons tareor425 tons full as the trainwasn’t full due to

Covid restrictionsoncapacity. In chargewereDavid

Blair andCraigTodd,who, it seemed,maynothave

knowntheywere to runnonstopbutwereprepared

to run into the loopsatPlumptonandEdenValley

asplanned. FromdepartingCarlisle 10minutes late,

the trainwas58early into the loopatCarnforth, in78

minutes28 seconds fromCarlisle. Itmighthavebeen

agoodperformancebut I amnot sure thepassengers

enjoyedsurveying thenot-too-enchanting scene for an

hour and threequarters!

According to theNetworkRail loadingbook, the

maximumload tobe takenover the southboundclimb

toShapshouldbeninecoacheswitha Jubileebut, as

wehave seen in the recentpast, Jubileeshave taken

11coaches regularlynorthboundover the1-in-75up

Shapwithdistinction, so the long1-in-125 southbound

sectionpresentednoworrieson this trip, speed tailing

awaygradually from49½atEdenValley Junction to

38mphat the topof themainclimbatmilepost 42¼.

The slowingbeforeOxenholmemayhavebeen

causedby thebrief sightof adverse signals fromthe

4.27pmWindermere toManchesterAirport train in

MAIN LINE NEWS
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MAIN LINE PERFORMANCE

LMS7P4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScot
climbsnoisily fromtheHambleRiver
bridge toBursledonwith the3.53pm
Portsmouth toWolverhamptonSaphos
charteron June16, 2021.DON BENN



Above: LMSJubileeNo. 5690 LeanderatCreweprior toworkingnorth toCarlislewith the ‘Westmorlander’ on

September2, 2006. SANDY SMEATON

OnaveryhotSaturday July27, 1963,BritanniaNo. 70031Byron is runningvery fastnearHarrowwith the

12.15pmBlackpool toEuston.DONBENN

Left: StanierPacificNo. 46229DuchessofHamilton

stormspast Stainforthwith thenorthbound

‘CumbrianMountainExpress’ onFebruary4, 1984.

DON BENN

Date Tuesday, June 1, 2021

Train 15.20 Carlisle ‘Dalesman’

Loco 5XP Class 4-6-0 No. 45690 Leander

Load 11 coaches, 403 tons tare, 425 tons gross

Driver David Blair

Fireman Craig Todd

Recorder Bill Long

Position Last coach

Weather Fine

miles mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 00 00 10 mins late

Upperby Jct 0.81 03 19 28

Upperby Bridge Jct 1.35 04 24 29

Milepost 65 4.10 09 31 34

Wreay 4.91 10 55 36

Milepost 63 6.10 12 44 41½

Southwaite 7.35 14 25 47

Milepost 60 9.10 16 35 50½

Calthwaite 10.66 18 32 47

Milepost 57½ 11.60 19 45 46

Plumpton 13.10 21 29 53

Milepost 54 15.10 23 48 50

Milepost 52¾ 16.35 25 15 55½

Penrith 17.85 26 50 58½

Eumont 18.93 27 54 60

Eden Valley Jct 21.15 30 23 49½

Milepost 46½ 22.10 32 15 44½

Milepost 45 24.10 34 19 43

Thrimby Grange 26.10 37 12 40½

MP 42¼ 26.85 38 19 38

Harrisons Sidings 27.44 39 12 39½

Shap Old Station 29.35 42 00 46

Milepost 38½ 30.60 43 43 41½

Shap Summit 31.48 44 55 47½

Scout Green 33.96 47 19 74/68½*

Milepost 33¼ 35.85 48 55 76/73*

Tebay 36.89 49 46 74

Dillicar 39.10 51 37 66½

Low Gill 41.19 53 34 64/61

Grayrigg 42.93 55 11 62½/73

Lambrigg 44.85 56 52 68½*

Hay Fell 46.60 58 22 73

Milepost 20 49.10 60 29 65*

Oxenholme 50.00 61 18 66½

Milepost 17½ 51.60 62 41 73

Hincaster Junction 53.60 64 22 71½/72½

Milnthorpe 55.56 66 04 65½*

Burton & Holme 58.35 68 45 55½

Milepost 9½ 59.60 70 13 47*

Milepost 8¼ 60.85 71 56 32* sigs

Carnforth 62.85 77 07 17½*

Carnforth Loop 63.10 78 28 58 mins early

* Brakes or speed restriction

TABLE ONECARLISLE TO CARNFORTH

“It might have been a good
performance but I am
not sure the passengers
enjoyed surveying the
not-too-enchanting scene
for an hour and three
quarters!”
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DuchessofHamilton standsatGarsdalewith theCarlisle toEuston ‘CumbrianMountainExpress’ onFebruary

11, 1984.DONBENN

Date Saturday, September 2, 2006 Saturday, August 20, 1966

Train 15.37 Carlisle to TyseleyWarwick Road 11.08 Edinburgh to Blackpool North

Loco 5XP Class 4-6-0 No. 45690 Leander BR Standard Class 7 4-6-2 No. 70031 Byron

Load Nine coaches, 314½ tons tare, 345 tons gross Nine coaches, 301 tons tare, 315 tons gross

Driver A Seymour Not recorded

Fireman D Morris Not recorded

Recorder Sandy Smeaton Don Benn

Position Second coach First coach

Weather Heavy rain throughout Rain

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 0.00 00 00 4 mins late 0.00 00 00 16 mins late

Upperby 1.10 04 10 28 03 33 37

Milepost 67 2.10 06 03 35 04 52 42

Wreay 4.91 10 21 43 08 27 48½

Milepost 63 6.10 11 55 46 09 59 51

Southwaite 7.35 13 26 52½ 13 25 22* tsr

Milepost 60 9.10 15 25 53½/52 16 27 44

Calthwaite 10.71 17 15 52½ 18 24 50

Milepost 57½ 11.60 18 17 52 19 32 52

Plumpton 13.10 19 55 59½ 21 03 58

Milepost 54 15.10 21 55 59 23 07 62/58/63

Penrith 17.85 28.00 24 33 66½ 25 53 50*

Milepost 50 19.10 25 38 69½ 27 20 51½

EdenValley Jct 21.10 27 24 67 29 49 49½

Clifton 22.10 28 20 62 31 09 44

Milepost 46 23.10 29 20 54½ 32 31 45

Milepost 45 24.10 30 24 57½ 33 47 48/50

Thrimby Grange 26.10 32 41 51 37 23 18* tsr

Harrisons Sidings 27.44 34 17 49½ 39 40 27

Milepost 40 29.10 36 20 50½ 42 53 44

Shap Old Station 29.38 36 40 52½ 43 15 47/43½

Milepost 39 30.10 37 29 50/47½ 44 10 45

Milepost 38 31.10 38 44 49½ 45 34 42

Shap Summit 31.41 39 06 52 45 59 45

Milepost 37½ 31.60 39 19 53 46 14 47

ShapWells 32.60 40 18 69½ 47 24 60

Scout Green 33.95 41 23 81/78½* 48 39 67½/78

Tebay 36.89 53.00 43 32 81½ 51 20 55*

Dillicar 39.10 45 12 76½ 53 34 61

Low Gill 41.10 46 48 76/77½ 55 40 54

Grayrigg 42.94 48 14 73½ 57 44 47½

Mosedale Hall 43.60 48 47 78 58 44 53

Lambrigg 44.85 49 42 82 60 06 58

Hay Fell 46.60 50 59 83 61 55 61/22* sigs

Oxenholme 50.00 70.00 53 29 80/82½ 79.00 66 46 4 mins late

Sedgwick 52.10 55 03 82

Hincaster Junction 53.60 56 11 78/77 Time and speed at Carlisle No. 13, 1.30 miles,

Milnthorpe 55.56 57 42 78 not Upperby

Burton & Holme 58.35 60 00 66½ Time at Milepost 42 not Harrisons Sidings

Milepost 9½ 59.60 61 10 63½ Took water from Dillicar troughs

Carnforth 62.85 68 12 15* Time at Mosedale Hall is estimated

Carnforth Loop 63.10 89.00 70 12 15 mins early

*Brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: CARLISLE TO CARNFORTH/OXENHOLME

frontbutotherwisea clear runwasenjoyed for this

goodeffort.

Comparisons
TableTwoshowsdetails of twomore southbound

climbsover Shap,bothwithninecoach loads, but40

years apart andwithdifferent classesof locomotive.

In the first column is a run timedbySandySmeaton

on the returning3.37pmCarlisle toTyseley charter –on

amiserable,wet September2, 2006. Leanderwasagain

in chargebut running in its LMSguise asNo. 5690,

and thecrewwereAlbert Seymour andDeanMorris

fromWestCoastRailways.Withanine-coach loadof

345 tons, theperfect load for a5XP, the runningwas

excellent throughout.

After a slowstart, Leander settleddowntoa steady

52-53mphon the first climbat1-in-131/228/172/164 to

milepost 57½afterCalthwaite, before stormingaway

tono less that 67mphat the footof the long1-in-125

at EdenValley Junction, theabsoluteminimumon the

climb toShapbeing47½mph.Goodwork, especially

bearing inmind the late start of only fourminuteson

averyeasy schedule. FromShapsummit therewas

a lovely spell of fast running,mainlydownhill but

interspersedbyaverygoodminimumof73½over

Grayrigg.Theoverall timeof70minutes12 seconds for

the63.1mileswasnearly 19minutes inside theeasy

schedule, givinganarrival 15early.

Insearchofsteam
The second run, 40years earlier,wasalsowitha

nine-coach loadbutwith the lighter stockused then,

onlyweighing315 tons full – aneasy task for the

BRClass7PacificNo. 70031Byron. Apart froma few

trips toScotland for theA4Pacifics on theAberdeen

toGlasgowthree-hour trains, I didn’t ventureoff the

Southernmuchduring thedaysof steam,butdecided

Ihad tocover some runsover Shap in the summerof

1966. So Iwentnorthon theeveningof Friday,August

19on the9.20pmfromStPancras, hauledbyClass

45 'Peaks'D38 toNottinghamandD50 fromthereto

Leeds.TheobjectwastogetJubileehaulageover the

Settle&CarlisleandGlasgow&SouthWesternroutes

toGlasgow,andfindsteam-hauledtrainssouth from

there.No.45675Hardydidthehonoursbut itwas in

poorcondition, so from18 lateatLeedswewere33

lateoffSkipton,45 late fromCarlisleand68 late intothe

Clydesidecity,nothelpedbyanumberofout-of-course

signal stops.

PlentyofBritannias
I hadmarkedmycopyof theBRLondonMidlandRegion

timetablewithwhat Ibelievedtobethesteam-hauled

trainssouthtoCarlisleandPreston,mainlysummer

datedextrasall stilloperatingonAugust20.So I joined

the10.45amtoBirmingham,whichwasonthe list

but turnedout tobeD313.AtCarlisle Ialightedand

decidedtowait for the11.08amfromEdinburgh,which

dulyproducedaBritannia.This train ran fromJune25

toAugust20. Maybe Ihadgot the listwrong,as the

10.55amfromGlasgowvia theSouthWesternroute

wasNo.70003 JohnBunyan,arrivingat1.33pmand

departingsouthat1.38pmfast toPreston.

Idecidedtowait for the1.55pmasthiswouldgive

memoreopportunities for runsoverShap.Soonafter

I arrivedatCarlisle,No.45593Kolhapurarrivedabout

15earlyonthe10.15amfromLeedsvia theS&C,and

accordingtothetrain timers ithadtouched88mphen

route!AlsoseenatCarlislewere 'BlackFive'4-6-0sNos.

44798onthe11.30amGlasgowtoManchester (which

Icouldhavecaught fromGlasgow),and45105onthe

10.45amBlackpoolNorthtoDundee.

My1.55pmdeparted16minutes lateandproduced

areasonable run,choppingoffnicelyat thestartand

whenrecoveringfromthetwotemporaryslackson

theclimbtoShap.Wetookwater fromthetroughsat

Dillicarandraneasily fromtheretorecover12minutes

bythetimewestoppedatOxenholme.Here I spent

ahappyhour in therain, tape-recordingthepassing
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“From Shap summit there was a lovely spell of fast
running, mainly downhill but interspersed by a very good
minimum of 73½ over Grayrigg.”

New-buildPeppercornA1No. 60163Tornado standsatCarlislewith the ‘PennineExplorer’ onMay22, 2021.

BOB RANDALL

Date Saturday, January 7, 1984 Saturday, February 11, 1984 Saturday, August 14, 1993

Train 13.00 Carlisle to Kings Cross 12.10 Carlisle to Euston Cumbrian Mountain Express

Loco Class 8 Princess Coronation 4-6-2 Class 8 Princess Coronation 4-6-2 Class 8 Princess Coronation 4-6-2

No. 46229 Duchess of Hamilton No. 46229 Duchess of Hamilton No. 46229 Duchess of Hamilton

Load 13 coaches, 455 tons tare, 490 tons gross 13 coaches, 457 tons tare, 490 tons gross 12 coaches, 437 tons tare, 460 tons gross

Driver Alexander Hayton Brian Grierson

Fireman Paul Kane Not recorded, possibly Kane Paul Kane

Recorder Paul Rowe stop watch Don Benn stop watch Bill Long

Position Last coach Third coach Second coach

Weather Snow showers, north wind, very cold Heavy drizzle and mist Fine

miles sched mins secs speed sched mins secs speed notes sched mins secs speed

Appleby, Milk Plant 0.00 0.00 00 00 42 mins late 0.00 00 00 29 mins late 0.00 00 00

MP 276 0.83 02 37 45½ 03 21 49

Ormside Viaduct 1.58 03 43 51 03 28 56½ 61

MP 275 1.83 04 03 50 03 45 55 04 25 60

Ormside 2.02 04 17 50 03 57 54

MP 273 3.83 - - 49 06 00 50½ 06 30 55

Griseburn Box 4.90 07 48 48 07 19 48 54

MP 271 5.83 08 54 53 08 28 49½ 08 41 57

Crosby Garrett 7.08 10 20 53 09 51 54 09 57 62

MP 269 7.83 10 40 56 10 40 65

Smardale Viaduct 8.08 11 26 56½ 10 57 60 67

MP 268 8.83 11 43 55 11 36 62

Kirkby Stephen 10.24 13 55 49½ 13 20 51 13 04 57

MP 266 10.83 51½ 13 40 58

MP 265 11.83 15 50 48 15 38 38½* tsr 14 44 54

Birkett Tunnel 12.30 16 25 47 16 20 41 slipped

MP 264 12.83 17 06 46 17 04 40 slipped 15 54 51

Mallerstang 13.42 54 18 08 44 slipped 16 46 55

MP 263 13.83 18 16 54 18 28 46½/48

MP 262 14.83 19 25 53½ 19 45 47 severe slip 18 07 55

MP 261 15.83 20 32 53½ 21 03 44 19 14 54

MP 260 16.83 21 40 53 22 23 46 52

Ais Gill Summit Sign 17.08 28.00 22 00 55 30.00 22 43 48 slipped 30.00 20 39 53

Blue Riband time: MP 275 to Ais Gill 17 mins 57 secs 18 mins 58 secs 16 mins 14 secs

net 17 mins 43 secs On this run the train started from the

Ais Gill time at site of signal box platform and not from the Milk Plant.

All distances 0.45 mile longer

TABLE THREE: APPLEBY TO AIS GILL

steam-hauledtrains, includingBritanniaNo.70028Royal

Starworkinghardonthe1.27pmLiverpool toGlasgow

beforegoingnorthbehindanotherBritannia,No.70011

Hotspur,onthe11.40amEustontoCarlisle.

I concludedmydaywith runsbehind 'BlackFive'No.

45363onthe13-coach2pmfromGlasgow,45259on

the5.25pmPrestontoCarlisle, andyetanotherBritannia,

70008BlackPrince,onthe8.25pmCarlislenorth,which

IhopedwouldtakemetoCarstairsbutwasabandoned

atBeattockas itwas52 late fromCarlislewaiting for

connections.All inall,not thebestofdays,withsome

verypoor timekeeping,butobjectivesachieved.

BlueRibandontheS&C
BlueRibandrefers tothetimebetweenmilepost275

andAisGill summit (milepost259¾)onthesouthbound

climbfromtheApplebyrestart. It isgenerallyaccepted

that theminimumqualification is12coaches,but13has

beencommonanditwasa13-coach loadwhichgave

the fastest-knowntimetodate–16minutes14seconds,

theBlueRibandtime.

ThiswasonAugust14,1993,andwassetbyPrincess

CoronationPacificNo.46229DuchessofHamilton in the

capablehandsofBrianGriersonwithPaulKanefiring,as

hedidonsomanyof the fantastic runsbehindthebig

Pacific.Thedetailof this run is shownincolumnthreeof

TableThree, timedbyBill Long.Thiswasa12-coach load

of460tons full.

OnSaturday,May22,new-buildA1PacificNo.60163

Tornado took13coachesover this stretchonthe

4.58pmCarlisle toLeicestercharter,drivenbyMickKelly

andwithDannyDavin firing.Whilenodetailed logof

theperformancehascometo light, Ihave itongood

authority fromGraemeBunker-Jamesthat theBlue

Ribandtimewas16minutes28seconds, just14seconds

shortof therecord.However, thetraindidn’t stopat

Applebybutpassedthereat57mph, increasingto62

over theviaduct atOrmsideand topping theclimbat

55mph. Inmyview this run shouldnotqualify, as the

momentumgained fromnot stoppingatAppleby

wouldhavebeensignificant.Apparently theengine

hadsomething inhandasDannykept theboiler

pressureat 225-230psi, as comparedwith full pressure

of 250 lbs. Itwas, though, a superlativeeffort fromthe

WestCoastmenandGraemecommented tome:“From

myperspective itwasagood run.Not a record Idon’t

believe, not anattemptatone– just agood loco, good

crew,goodcoal andgoodconditions’.’

Superbperformances
Theother two runs inTableThreewerewith 13-coach

loads starting fromApplebyMill Plant, andbothwere

superbperformances.Theone timedbyPaul Rowe

hada clear runbut a slowstart;my runonFebruary

11, 1984, being29 seconds aheadatGriseburn and35

seconds aheadat Kirkby Stephen, but suffering from

the temporary speed restrictionnear Birkett tunnel

and struggling to recover on thewet rails, slipping five

timesbefore the summit. I calculate thenet timeover

theBlueRiband section as 17minutes 43 seconds.

TheuniqueBRClass 8PacificNo. 71000with 12

on returneda timeof 17minutes exactly on July 20,

1991, leading theother contenderswith at least 12

coachloads.OnNovember 4, 1983, I timed theDuchess

with14on for 535 tonsover theBlueRiband section in

20minutes 27 seconds, sustaining41-43mphover the

final sectionof theclimb. In termsofpoweroutputs,

I calculate thaton this run themaximumwasabout

2300edbhcomparedwith2520on the January7 run

and2385onmyFebruary1984 run.Theestimate for

the record runonAugust 14, 1993,wasalso2520,

achievedwith full regulator and55%cut-off.

Hopefullymain line steamcannowcontinue in

near-normal conditions, and Iwill beable to report

onasmuchvariety aspossible. I amgrateful tomy

correspondentsDavidBradbury,GrahamSouthey, Bill

Long, SandySmeaton,HowardRoutledgeandGraeme

Bunker-James for everything theyhave sentme,much

ofwhich Ihavecarriedover toa future issue.
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THE GREATWESTERN
SOCIETY AT 60
In 1961, four teenagers raised £750 to buy Collett auto tank
No. 1466 for preservation – leading to the formation of the Great
Western Society. In a special feature marking the society’s 60th
anniversary, Didcot Railway Centre’s head of visitor experience and
marketing, Graham Hukins, and photographer Frank Dumbleton
outline how a premier venue celebrating the rich heritage of the
Swindon empire evolved from that landmark purchase.

TheDidcotRailwayCentre fleetproudly linesupoutside the listedengine

shed for theGWR175celebrations inMay2010.ROGERORCHARD

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

T
he Great Western Society was an
organisation waiting to happen.
Someone, somewhere, was bound to

have the idea sooner or later. In many ways it’s
surprising that it took until the 1960s before
anyone did.
However, the decade was quite possibly the

last chance for the old Great Western. At the
end of the 1950s, British Railways, Western
Region was still recognisably the GWR, using
the old company’s locomotives and coaches,
and running services over almost its entire
network. By the end of the 1960s there were
no standard gauge Great Western locomotives
or coaches in service, and the network had
been dramatically reduced through closures.

BR’s brave new InterCity world had taken
firm control.
What had been might have become just

a memory but for the efforts of railway
preservationists, among them four schoolboys
who were of the right age and in the right
place at the beginning of the 1960s to make a
difference.
Jon Barlow, Angus Davis, Mike Peart

and Graham Perry met regularly while
trainspotting on the footbridge at Southall. The
foursome, then aged just 16 or 17, were spurred
into action in April 1961 by an article headed
‘British Railways Announce Preservation
Plans’ that appeared in that month’s edition of
Railway Modeller.

The article listed the steam locomotives
scheduled for preservation – 71 in total, with
just 10 from the GWR. Among the omissions
on the list wereWestern workhorses in the
shape of Halls, Manors and 14XXs.
The boys were so appalled that they formed

the 48XX Preservation Society, renamed as
the Great Western Preservation Society by the
time of its inaugural meeting a year later. By
then, its pioneers had launched an appeal and
advertised the society in the railway press.
By adopting the Great Western name they

took on the aura of Britain’s best-loved and
longest-lived main line railway company, at
a time when BR was doing its level best to
destroy all things GWR.



Belowright:DidcotRailwayCentrehaswelcomed

numerous iconic visitorsover theyears, andnot just

those representing theGWR. LNERA44-6-2

No. 60009UnionofSouthAfricaandA3No.60103

FlyingScotsmanarepositionedoutside the coal

stageonAugust 27, 2017. FRANKDUMBLETON

Above: The locomotive that started it all –Collett

0-4-2TNo. 1466at theGreatWesternSociety’s

formerdepotat Taunton in1964. PETER LEMAR

Right:Didcotopenday1969.No. 1466,GWR2-6-2T

No. 6106 (sheddedatDidcotprior topreservation)

andWantageTramway0-4-0WTNo.5Shannonare

still all basedatDidcot. FRANKDUMBLETON
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The foursome transformed their organisation
from a fund to preserve a small, albeit popular
locomotive (think The Titfield Thunderbolt)
into a banner around which all GWR
enthusiasts could rally. They kept the Great
Western brand alive in a railway context until
20 years later, BR’s InterCity business sector
named its route which ran overWestern
Region lines as Great Western Main Line. The
GWR had come in from the cold!
No. 1466 was purchased for £750 in 1964 to

become the society’s first locomotive. Auto-
trailer No. 231 followed soon after, and by 1967
the fledging society made the engine shed at
Didcot its base and the collection grew.
No. 1466 is currently undergoing a major

overhaul – the most extensive the locomotive
has seen since its final visit to SwindonWorks
in 1961, while No. 231 is also undergoing
interim repairs. They are both due back in
service within the year.

UNIQUE ATMOSPHERE IN THE
ENGINE SHEDANDBEYOND
The success of the society is probably best
summed up not by any individual vehicle or
restoration – no matter how unlikely, difficult
or unique – but by the overall ambience visitors
enjoy at Didcot Railway Centre today.
While the engine shed may be a little cleaner

than it was during the heyday of the GWR,
it still oozes atmosphere and is remarkably
unchanged since it was constructed in 1932.
The importance of the engine shed and coal
stage as historic buildings is recognised by
them being Grade II* listed.
The almost-timeless scene is enjoyed by

around 40,000 visitors each year and it has
become a firm favourite with photographers,
including those who attend the frequent
Timeline Events charters at the centre. This
seldom-seen authenticity has also made
Didcot a popular choice for film and television
companies shooting period dramas, with more
than 100 productions having used the location.
Once Didcot open days became a regular

fixture in the 1970s, it quickly grew clear that
a demonstration line would be needed as most
visitors expected the chance to ride behind one
of the preserved locomotives.
The society saw the opportunity afforded by

the space around the engine shed and set out

not to simply have a line on which to give rides,
but to recreate a variety of scenes that would at
one time have been commonplace across the
Great Western network.
Thanks to being in the preservation scene

early, the GWS and its members were able to
preserve historic coaches in the 1960s and
now Didcot’s proud boast is that all rides are
in vintage carriages. This factor has paid off
during the Covid-19 crisis big time – it can
make up a train of compartment coaches
where individual groups can be isolated from
airborne bacteria.
One of the carriages, Main Line & City

No. 3755, had its 100th birthday in June this
year. This vehicle was in one of the trains
that took commuters fromWindsor through
to Moorgate and Aldgate, hauled by a steam
locomotive to Paddington, then a Metropolitan
Railway electric locomotive to their offices in
the City of London.
Thus No. 3755 was doing a century ago what

Crossrail, or the Elizabeth Line, is expected to

start doing again next year. Trust the GWR to
think of it first!
In addition to the main demonstration line

that runs the length of the site, the ‘branch line’
conjures up the atmosphere of a quiet country
line. Didcot Halt features a traditional pagoda
waiting shelter from Stockcross and Bagnor
on the Lambourn branch, a tiny wooden ticket
office from nearbyWelford Park, a cobbled
level crossing, the water tower that once
refreshed locomotives at Bodmin General, and
the signalbox from Radstock North. The whole
scene is transformed by sensitive planting, with
trees now belying the fact this is very much a
brownfield site. And there is a large picnic area
where visitors can relax on the lineside and
watch the trains go past.
The branch terminates at the transfer shed,

also listed Grade II*, which once stood next to
the Great Western main line just west of Didcot
station. The large building was originally
constructed in the 1860s to provide shelter
when goods were transhipped between the



Right: Britain’s two full-sizeGWRbroadgauge

replica locomotives,FireFlyand IronDuke, lineupon

Didcot’s unique7ft¼ingaugedemonstration line.

FRANKDUMBLETON

Right:Didcot’s coal stageandengine shed in1933.GWR
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broad gauge trains on the GWR’s original line
to Bristol and the narrower trains running on
the standard gauge Oxford and Birmingham
line.
The large wooden building was relocated in

the 1980s and inspired the reconstruction of
broad gauge track using bridge rail recovered
from Burlescombe. The Victorian structure
is now home to the replica of broad gauge
locomotive Fire Fly, as well as the NRM’s
replicas of Iron Duke and primitive second and
third class carriages. The society has ambitions
to return the recreated Fire Fly to steam when
funds allow.

LEASE ANDDEVELOPMENT
The society negotiated a long-term lease for
the Didcot site in 2011 and since then has
invested in a number of buildings, notably
the extension to the museum and archive to
provide a reading room and climate-controlled
storage for the superb collection of the Great
Western Trust.
The signalling centre tells the story of how

trains were controlled, from the earliest
‘railway policemen’ with flags to the modern
Thames Valley signalling centre in use today.
Key exhibits include the enormous illuminated
diagram from Bristol East signalbox and the
restored 1968 panel from Swindon power box,
which was at the forefront of the switch from
mechanical to electronic signalling and is now
cared for and operated by the Swindon Panel
Society.
The panel team has written a computer

simulation to give the experience of controlling
a large section of the Great Western Main Line
east and west of Swindon, as well as north to
Kemble. The computer caters for different
levels of competence in controlling the trains
– think of it as a computer game played on a
keyboard nine metres long!
The panel was used during lockdown in 2020

to refresh Network Rail staff on signalling

to ensure the infrastructure had sufficient
resilience to cope with the possibility of
increased sickness absence due to Covid-19.
More recently, a concrete building, typical of

the hundreds of pre-cast structures produced
by the GWR at Taunton, has been re-erected on
site to serve as a mess room for volunteers and
a workshop for the civil engineering team.
In late 2020 work commenced on the project

to rebuild the Brunel-era Heyford building
at Oxford Road station, on the centre’s main
demonstration line. The stone structure
was saved and painstakingly dismantled by
volunteers in 1986, and a volunteer team is now
managing and conducting the rebuild, with
professional assistance where appropriate.
It will provide the centre with an example of

a provincial main line station to complement
the other historic buildings. When complete,
it will offer visitor facilities including toilets,
exhibition space, a traditional waiting room,
and a recreated period booking office.
Making full use of these facilities is now

expected to include additional use of the
transfer shed for events and functions – roles
the functional Victorian structure cannot
fulfil alone. The work will also enable the
centre to open up the full length of the
Oxford Road platform and add a siding and
short bay, providing new vantage points and
photographic opportunities.
In future, suitable coaches berthed in the bay

could be used to increase revenue – whether
that’s an auto-coach hired as a private and
quirky meeting space or, in the fullness of time,
a restored saloon or two in which diners enjoy
a sumptuous afternoon tea.

ACHIEVING THE ‘IMPOSSIBLE’
SEVERAL TIMES OVER!
Didcot Railway Centre has long since evolved
way beyond the parameters of what might be
considered the remit of a ‘typical’ museum. In
furthering the cause of GWR heritage, it has

built up a world-class track record of defying
odds not only to restore classic locomotives
from the past but to recreate them from new.
The restoration of GWR 4-6-0 No. 6023

King Edward II was once deemed impossible
after the rear set of driving wheels was
flame-cut through following a derailment at
Barry scrapyard. Its restoration by the society
included, in 1994, the casting of new rear
driving wheels, followed by the rewheeling
of the chassis the following year. The casting
was believed to be the first wheels to be
created for a standard gauge locomotive in
preservation. The damaged wheels can today
be seen on display at Didcot. Furthermore,
unlike the other preserved Kings, the
society restored No. 6023 to its as-built
single-chimney configuration.
None of the GWR’s innovative steam

railmotors lasted long enough in their original
form to be preserved. Built in 1908, No. 93
was later converted to an auto-trailer before
BR deployed it as a mobile office along with
1912-built auto-trailer No. 92.
Both vehicles were purchased by the society,

but it was not until the early 1990s that the
project to rebuild No. 93 to original condition
was conceived. Eventually the fascinating and
unique project was made possible by a £768,500
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Officially launched in 1998, it involved

the creation of a new self-contained power
bogie and boiler to replace the unit scrapped
by the GWR in 1934. The power bogie was
completed at Tyseley LocomotiveWorks by
its chief engineer BobMeanley, with its boiler
manfactued by Israel Newton of Bradford.
March 11, 2008 saw the bogie and boiler

assembly arrive at Didcot from Tyseley for
display during the summer season, prior to it
being fitted to the coach.
In 2011, No. 93 entered service at Didcot,

allowing visitors to experience travel in an
Edwardian steam railmotor that was the

Above:Didcot’s engine shed in the1960sduring the final yearsofWesternRegion

steam,withGWR4-6-0No. 4915CondoverHallon the far right.GWT

Above: The restored1968panel fromSwindonpower

boxnowoperates forDidcot visitors. PAUL STANFORD



SaintNo. 2999LadyofLegenddisplays itsundoubted
magnificenceatDidcotonOctober29, 2020. FRANKDUMBLETON

Above:Newbuildsaround theDidcot turntable

onAugust13, 2020–Hawksworth4-6-0No. 1014

CountyofGlamorgan,aproject still verymuchunder

construction, and the completednewSaintNo. 2999

LadyofLegend.FRANKDUMBLETON
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forerunner of today’s ubiquitous multiple units.
Matching trailer No. 92 entered service two
years later.
A second major gap in GWR heritage was

plugged with the recreation of a Churchward
Saint 4-6-0, No. 2999 Lady of Legend. The
innovative outside cylinder design of the class
incorporated features such as long-travel
valves, which greatly increased efficiency. The
Saint class performed extremely well, and
the design formed the basis for the period of
standardisation on the GWR that lasted nearly
50 years until nationalisation.
This unprecedented half-century of design

continuity, built on the foundation of the
Saints, is depicted through the unparalleled
collection of locomotives assembled by the
society at Didcot which includes examples
of most GWR types from this era – the most
significant exception being a Saint. The
last original examples were withdrawn and
scrapped in 1953, long before the standard
gauge heritage railway sector was established.

Right:AnearlyBRexpresspassengerblue trio lined

upatDidcotonApril 5, 2014. Left to right areGWR

4-6-0No. 6023KingEdward II, visitingA14-6-2

No. 60163TornadoandA4PacificNo.60007SirNigel

Gresley.FRANKDUMBLETON

FROMDREAMTOREALITY:A
WORKINGSAINTATDIDCOT
Didcot long held an ambition to create a

working Saint to help demonstrate the whole
GWR story to its visitors. That ambition
came to fruition in 2019 with the completion
of a project 45 years in the making – to
build No. 2999 using parts fromHall 4-6-0
No. 4942Maindy Hall, a survivor of the classes
developed from the Saints. This mirrored
the process the GWR used in 1925 when the
prototype Hall was produced by the conversion
of Saint Martin.
No. 4942 was purchased in the early 1970s

with the specific purpose to recreate a Saint,
but early attempts floundered and the prospect
of success remained a dream until 1995 when
the project started in earnest.
Major new components manufactured

include three new driving wheelsets and two
bogie wheelsets.
Two identical ‘half ’ cylinder blocks were cast

to recreate the inside cylinders fed by a straight

steam pipe that was integral to the Saint design.
Existing parts reused include a connecting
rod from No. 2906 Lady of Lynn, the whistle
from No. 2910 Lady of Shalott and the chimney
from a 68XX. The £825,000 project was funded
entirely by donations and bequests.
As reported in issue 254, Lady of Legend was

officially launched at the centre when BBC
TV’s The Great British Bake Off presenter
Prue Leith – a former member of BR’s
hotel company board – cut a ribbon as the
locomotive stood in steam on the turntable.
So, more than a century since the previous

member of the class was built, an example
of Churchward’s iconic design which
influenced almost all subsequent British steam
development is back on the rails to delight,
inform and entertain 21st century visitors.
As reported in issue 280, Lady of Legend

made its first visit to another heritage venue
when it took centre stage in this year’s Severn
Valley Railway Spring Steam Up.
The recreated Saint has been built with



Right: Thenowunique

GWRsteamrailmotor in

actionon the centre’s

branch lineon June26,

2011.BARRYWELCH

Below:GWR4-6-0

No. 6023KingEdward II

atWoodthorpeduringa

visit to theGreatCentral

Railwayon January25,

2013. SIMON LATHLANE
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straight frames so it can also run as an Atlantic
4-4-2, as some did in the 1900s.
The society is forging ahead with major

projects to fill more gaps in the GWR heritage
fleet, notably Hawksworth County 4-6-0
No. 1014 County of Glamorgan, for which
fundraising recently passed the £1 million
mark, and the 10th example of Churchward’s
mixed traffic 47XX ‘Night Owl’ 2-8-0s,
No. 4709.
Great Western standardisation in locomotive

design, introduced by Churchward at the
beginning of the 20th century, has assisted
these new-build projects. The standardisation
policy was then followed by Collett and
Hawksworth to maintain the benefits of
interchangeable parts.
The engine shed at Didcot is now filled

by a family of locomotives from the same
recognisable pedigree.
Didcot has played host to visiting engines

large and small throughout its history, and
increases its reach and engagement by actively
hiring locomotives to other heritage railways to
star at galas or events. GWR 2-6-2T No. 4144
has been particularly popular in recent years,
visiting the SVR in 2019, the Keighley &Worth
Valley and Kent & East Sussex railways in
2020 and the Nene Valley Railway this year, to
help the Peterborough-based outfit with peak
summer season services.

THEMODERN RAILWAY
The centre is surrounded by Network Rail’s
operational lines, giving a constant procession
of passenger and freight trains as a background
to the historic steam trains.
The entrance is through Didcot Parkway

station, which has an excellent service of the
most modern trains provided by, yes, Great
Western Railway (now where have we heard

that name before?).
With increasing acceptance of the need to

reduce carbon footprint, the centre’s location
alongside a railway station makes it a beacon of
sustainable tourism.
For much of the centre’s existence, the

approach to Didcot was dominated by
the distinctive cooling towers of Didcot
Power Station. The large coal-fired plant
was a distinctive feature of the area from
construction in the mid-1960s until
demolition, which is now almost complete. It
is said that satellites could track gases from the
Didcot plant as they streamed eastward to the
Black Forest in Germany!
Building of the power station began in 1964,

three years after the formation of the Great
Western Society. As the society prepares to
celebrate six decades of achievement at the
centre – including the preservation of the
landmark engine shed complex dating from
1932 and bringing alive the history of the GWR
from Brunel to the present day – it is curiously
satisfying to think that the colossal structure,
which represented modernisation and progress
back then, has been outlived by an organisation
that many once saw as strange enthusiasts
trying to save outdated technology!

THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY GALA
In the hope that Covid-19 restrictions will
finally ease, the first event to celebrate the 60
years of the Great Western Society will take
place on the weekend of July 31/August 1, and
is set to feature five or six locomotives in action
at the 21-acre site.
The line-up will (as reported in News, page

26) include Lambton 0-6-2T No. 29 visiting
for the summer from the North Yorkshire
Moors Railway and recently-restored Avonside
0-4-0ST No. 1340 Trojan – the oldest working

standard-gauge GWR locomotive. It also
features the award-winning Lady of Legend,
and two of the centre’s diesels will play their
part in the celebrations. Class 14 D9516 and
Class 08 No. 08604 Phantom – which is
normally confined to shunting duties – will be
taking a turn on passenger workings.
The centre is also planning an event for

September 25/26 when the diesel fleet will take
centre stage, providing another opportunity to
ride behind No. 08604 and featuring Hunslet
DL26 – built in 1968 and similar in appearance
to a BR Class 05 – in charge of a demonstration
goods train.
The 0-6-0DM is a regular performer as yard

pilot when the centre is closed but is rarely seen
in action on open days.
Subject to coronavirus restrictions being

lifted in time, to permit passengers to travel
in open-plan saloons, the 81-year-old railcar
No. 22 is also slated for service over the
weekend.

NOWFOR THE NEXT 60 YEARS:
THE DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND
With a six-decade track record of outstanding
ground-breaking achievements, who knows
what the Great Western Society will be able
achieve as it continues to enthral future
generations with the finest of the glorious
steam eras past.
Just as the original GWR adapted

throughout its history, the centre must
adjust and innovate to stay relevant in the
21st century, and to welcome and engage
new audiences.
The society’s Diamond Anniversary

Fund has pulled together several strands,
encompassing both new and existing projects
under one overarching appeal designed to
raise sufficient cash to pump-prime the next
chapter in the society’s history.
Top of the list for the fund is the completion

of the overhaul of No. 1466 – the locomotive
that sowed the seeds of a 21-acre living
museum housing the world’s largest collection
of objects relating to a single transport
company. Also set to return to action is GWR
4-6-0 No. 4079 Pendennis Castle, which will
steam for the first time since the society
repatriated it from Australia 20 years ago, as
highlighted on the cover of issue 16 ofHeritage
Railway. It will work on home soil for the first
time since 1977.
The cohesive plan for the future that is now

needed for Didcot embraces historic buildings,
locomotives and rolling stock, contemporary
visitor facilities and inventive ways of bringing
history to life.
A scheme to provide long-demanded

ramped access to the site has been drawn up in
conjunction with landlord Network Rail, but
more funds must first be raised.
As stated above, preparatory work to erect

Heyford station building on the Oxford Road
terminus of the main demonstration line
has commenced. The station, and indeed
the northern end of the whole site, will be
transformed by the re-erection of this GWR
gem.
Inside, toilet facilities, a flexible space

suitable for meetings, small temporary
exhibitions, school visits and a small
kitchen space will open up commercial and
educational opportunities and enhance the
visitor experience on offer.
In the field of rolling stock, the restoration

of GWR ‘Dreadnought’ No. 3299 of 1905,
long regarded as a ‘Cinderella’ project, could



The futuremakingbestuseof thepast:Heyford stationbuilding, seen in1983,was

laterdismantledandmoved toDidcot,whereworkon rebuilding it to serve the

demonstration running line isnowunderway.MARTIN LOADER

Above:No. 1466 in1949BRunlinedblack livery

weathered for aphotographic shootatDidcot

RailwayCentreonNovember18, 2018.
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finally be achieved – if funds are raised. With
nine third-class compartments and a corridor
that changes sides at the central vestibule, the
carriage’s 9ft 6in width exploited the loading
gauge to the maximum.
No. 3299 has never been subject to a full

restoration and some work is required to
prevent further deterioration, to fully assess
its current condition and allow a view to
be taken on the feasibility and costs of
restoration options.
The planned welcome and orientation

building is another top priority. There is scope
to revisit the scale and layout required for the
new building and possibly develop a scheme
to provide a new ticket office, limited retail
offer, unisex (accessible) toilets and a small
area for visitor welcome and orientation in a
cost-effective way that potentially could be
delivered reasonably quickly without grant
aid.
This would enable the society to keep

that funding route open for larger projects,
including the conservation of the engine shed
and coal stage, for which external help will
be needed.
To ensure the fund can help these and many

other projects start and progress, and to
make contributing as affordable as possible
to the widest range of supporters, the society
is encouraging regular contributions via
standing order.
The cumulative impact of relatively small

monthly donations is substantial but is a
superb way to assist the society as it enters its
seventh decade.
! Further details on how to support the
society and contribute to GWR heritage can
be found at: bit.ly/DRC-60Fund
! Additional reporting by Robin Jones.

Collett auto tankNo.1466on thebranch lineatDidcotRailwayCentre. It is

scheduled to return to traffic this year. FRANKDUMBLETON

Above:GWRdiesel

railcarNo. 22duringa

1940sevent atDidcot

onAugust14, 2014.

FRANKDUMBLETON

Left: TwovisitingHudswell Clarke0-6-0STsmeetat

Didcot.No. 1026of1903SirRobertMcAlpine&Sons

No.31 fromtheFawleyHill Railwaymade its first

visit toanotherheritage line inOctober2019when it

joined formerPort TalbotRailwayGWRNo. 813 from

theSevernValleyRailway. FRANKDUMBLETON

Left: The cooling

towersofDidcotPower

Stationbit theduston

July27, 2014.

FRANKDUMBLETON
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Democracy in action as GWRA lines up
eight nameplates from the Big Four
ALTHOUGHGWRailwayana’s July24

auctionhasadistinctWestern flavour,as

reported in lastmonth’s issue, thereare

still signsofdemocracy inaction inthe

nameplateselection,whereall fourof the

post-Groupingcompanieshaveat least

onerepresentative.

TheGWRandSouthernRailway lead

thewaywith threeeach, followedby

singleentrants fromboththeLMSand

LNER ina line-upthatcomprisesplates

fromsix4-6-0s,aPacific, andanAtlantic

4-4-2.

TheGreatWesternweighs inwith

Gladiator fromCastleNo.5076,Blackwell

Grange (No.6806)andHartHall from

No.7907, theSRwithPortlandBill,Robert

BlakeandTawValley fromrespectively

Nos.32038,30855and34027, theLMS

withCornwallis fromNo.45666,and

theLNERwithLambtonCastle from

No.61623.

Biplane fighter
OriginallynamedDrysllwynCastlebut

becomingGladiatorafteraSecondWorld

Warbiplanefighter inJanuary1941,

No.5076waswithdrawnfromSouthall

(81C) inSeptember1964,bringingan

endtoabusy life thatsawitmoving

home14timesafterbeingdeliverednew

toExeter inAugust1938. Its firstname

wasallocatedtoclassmateNo.7018 in

May1949.

No.6806wasbuilt inSeptember1936

andwithdrawnfromWorcester (85A)

inOctober1964,whileNo.7907wasa

BRproduct,enteringtraffic inJanuary

TerenceCuneoandStanhopeForbesare the stars inOnslowsposter sale

1950andbeingtakenoutofservice

inDecember1965whenallocatedto

BristolBarrowRoad(82E).Thecabside

numberplates fromeachof thispairwill

alsobegoingunder thehammer.

Unlike theGWRrepresentatives,all

ofwhichwerebuiltatSwindon, the

SouthernRailwayrepresentatives

camefromthreedifferentWorks,

No.32038fromKitson&CoofLeeds,

No.30855fromEastleigh,andNo.34027

fromBrighton.

ThefirstwasanLBSCRH1Class4-4-2

built inDecember1905andwithdrawn

byBRfromBricklayersArms(73B) in

July1951,LordNelsonclassNo.30855

wasoutshopped inNovember1928

andretired inSeptember1961when

allocatedto itsbirthplace (71A),andApril

1946-builtWestCountryclassPacific

No.34027wassavedforpreservation

afterwithdrawal fromSalisbury (70E) in

August1964.

FinallycometheLMSandLNER

nameplatecontenders from

Nos.45666and61623.

TheJubileewas

builtatCrewe in

November1935

andwithdrawn

fromWarrington

Dallam(8B) inApril

1965aftera roving

lifesimilar tothatof

No.5076that includedmovingnofewer

than10timesbetween1953and1963,

whileNo.61623wasaGresley-designed

B17thatemergedfromDarlingtonWorks

inFebruary1931andwaswithdrawn

fromCambridge(31A) inJuly1959.

Diesel offerings
Heritagemoderntractioncollectors

willbeofferedWesternMonarchwith

cabsidenumberplate from1962-built

Class52diesel-hydraulicD1049,and

Ivernia fromClass40D221/40021,built

byEnglishElectric inJuly1959.This

pairaresupportedbyaNorth

British1962worksplate

(worksNo.27990) from

Class43‘Warship’

diesel-hydraulicD861

Vigilant, andabadge

fromClass55Deltic

D9004/55004Queen’s

OwnHighlander.

Returningtosteam, inadditionto6806

and7907, thecabsidenumberplate

selection includesGWRHall4946and

fourCastles,5002/04/09/45,whileamong

smokeboxnumberplatesareanother

Castle,5069,andSouthernRegion

SchoolsClass30935andMerchant

Navy35013.

JoiningD861 intheworksplate

selection isaplate fromasteamlocobuilt

nearly90yearsearlier. It isan1873Black

Hawthorn&CoofGatesheadexample

(worksNo.225) fromoneof four4-4-0Ts

builtbythecompanyforshippingacross

theAtlantic toCanada’s3ft6ingauge

PrinceEdward IslandRailway.

Theauctionstartsat9.30am,andwill

be liveonlineandalso includeemailed,

telephoneandcommissionbids. Itwill

beprecededthepreviousday, July23,

bya350-lot saleofposters,paintings,

shedplates, carriageprintsandclocks, the

lastcategory includingaGWR12indrop

dial trunkclock thatwassuppliedtothe

Neath&BreconRailway inabout1863,

andan1889LBSCRex-QueensRoad

Peckhamplatformregulatorclock.

THE familiar and respectedname

ofTerenceCuneo (1907-96)was the

stardraw in the railway categoryof

anOnslowsvintage travelposter

onlineauctiononMay28,whenhis

‘Scotland for yourholidays’poster

sold for £4050. Itwas issuedby

BR(Sc) in1952, anddepictedA4

PacificNo. 60031GoldenPlover

crossing the iconic ForthBridge.

Behind thisworkof art came two

posters, eachat£2000, fromthe

LMSandBR’s SouthernRegion.The

formerwas titled‘ThePermanent

Way’andwaspaintedbyStanhope

Forbes (1857-1947), andwas sowell

receivedon release in1924 that the

LMS reissued it six years later.The

painting showsa track relayinggang

atworkasa trainpassesby ina scene

thatwouldhorrify amodernhealth

andsafetyboffindue to theabsence

ofhi-vis vests, hardhatsorwarning

signs, a look-outmandepicted

lookingnonchalantly at theartist

withhiswarning flagsunderhis arm.

Dublin-bornForbeswasamember

of a railwaydynasty; his father,

William,wasgeneralmanagerof

Ireland’sMidlandGreatWestern

Railwayandhis elderbrother, also

William,wasgeneralmanagerof

theLondonBrighton&SouthCoast

Railway from1899untilGrouping

in1923.Anuncle, JamesForbes,

startedhis railway career in the

officeof IsambardKingdomBrunel

andbecamechairmanandgeneral

managerof theLondonChatham

&DoverRailway, holdingboard

postson theMetropolitanDistrict,

Hull&Barnsley, andWhitechapel&

Bowrailways.

The second£2000posterwasbyF

WWentworth-Sheilds (1869-1959)

forBR(S), promotingHastingsand

St Leonards, andnot farbehindat

£1800wasaHunstantonposterby

J LCarstairs issuedby theLNER in

1927.

Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof

25%(incVAT).

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY
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THANKStoQueenMaud fromLMS

PrincessRoyalNo.46211,whichwent

underMikeSoden’shammer for£14,200,

steamtooktopspot inGreatCentral’s

monthlysaleonJune12after two

successivevictories fordieselmotive

power.

Itwas the secondhighest realisation

achieved in the fivemonthly sales to

date, andhelpedmakeamends for

the steamgenerationafter successive

winner’s laurels forDruid fromD815 in

April’s auction (£9800) andWesternRuler

fromD1050 inMay (£12,000).

Asecondsteamnameplate,

DonningtonCastle fromGWRNo.4089,

failedtosell, allowingdiesel traction

totakethetworemainingnameplate

podiumplaces,headedbyBenMore

Assynt fromBrush1992-builtClass60

No.60099,namedaftera3274fthigh

Scottishmountain (£4900), andThe

CardiffRodMill, carried initially from1984

byEnglishElectricClass37No.37229,

whichenteredtraffic in1964asD6929,

andsubsequentlybythreeother

locomotives (£3000).

Theeffervescent totemcategory

maintained itscurrentbuoyancywith

ageographical spreadthat included

BR(NE)Menston (£3600),Western

RegionStratford-upon-Avon(£2600),

andatrioat£1800–BR(M)Edale,BR(Sc)

Grantown-on-SpeyWest,andEastern

Region’sSandy.

ApaintingbyGeraldBroomofatwo-

coachsteamtraincrossingAppersett

Viaduct in theYorkshireDalesexceeded

itsmiddleestimatenearly seven-fold

whenrealising£3300,awhistle froman

unidentifiedBulleidPacificmade£2000,

andaGWR14indialdropcasewall clock,

£1600.

Signallingwas ledbytwoTyer’s single-

linebrass tablets,Glenoglehead-Killin Jcn

andDroxford-WestMeonat£1850and

Steam returns to the top
of the monthly podium as
diesels concede victory

Veteran London Underground 1938
stock to share spotlight with main line
SHEDPLATES, cast iron‘Beware,’

‘Proppingup’and‘Trespass’signs,

posters, andaNorthBritish LocoCo

worksplate areamong themain line

memorabiliaonoffer in theTransport

Auctionsof Londonsaleon July31,

supportedbyLondonUnderground

enamelware,maps, anda large selection

of cabdestinationplates andother

items fromthe38-Tube stock.

Theworksplate isNBLworks

No. 22088, froma2-8-0built for the

RailwayOperatingDivision in1919and

acquiredby theGWR in1926. It survived

intoBRownershipasNo. 3024andwas

!ABREasternRegionAylsham

(South)enamel running-inboard

wentunder thehammer for

£1700 (excbuyer’spremiumof

18%+VAT)ata railwayanaand

bygonesauctionheldbyTWGaze

ofDiss,Norfolk,onMay27.The

stationwasopenedbytheEast

NorfolkRailwayasAylshamin

January1880, renamedbyBR in

September1948,andwasclosed

topassengers inSeptember1952

andto freight inMarch1977.

Thestationwasdemolished

in1990andthesite isnowthe

headquartersof the15ingauge

BureValleyRailway.

! TWOstationtotemsigns,

BR(NE)DriffieldandBR(Sc)

Taynuilt, sold for£1400each,and

athird,BR(W)Pwllheli, for£1300,

inanartanddesignauction in

Nantwich,Cheshire,onMay20.

ThesalewasrunbyWilson55

auctioneers,andthepricesexclude

buyer’spremiumof22%(+VAT).

!ACLOCKWORKtrainset

launchedbyHornbyexactly100

yearsagowasthetop-selling

model inaVectis railwaybooks,

photographsandmodel trains

saleonMay28.TheO-gaugeset,

whichsold for£750,comprised

aMidlandRailway-liveried4-4-0

numbered2711withredandgold

transfers to locoandtender, two

MRwagons,andacircleof track.

Hornbyalso tooktherunner-up

slotwithanearlyO-gaugeSwiss-

styleoverheadelectric locomotive

thatwent for£600.Thetwoprices

excludebuyer’spremiumof25%

incVAT.

£1600respectively,andworksplatesbya

1963EnglishElectric/StephensonWorks

example fromClass37D6888/37188,

whichcarriedthename JimmyShand

between1985-89 (£1550).

Otherworksplates included1965BR

Doncaster fromClass86electric loco

E3123/86015thatwasnamedRotary

Internationalbetween1984-2005

(£1250), anda1918Peckett&Sons

(worksNo.1522) fromGWRNo.1145,a

formerSwanseaHarbourTrust0-4-0ST

thatsurvived intoBRownershipbefore

withdrawal fromDanygraig (87C) inJuly

1959(£1200).Pricesexcludebuyer’s

premiumof15%(+VAT).

oneof the last fivemembersof the

class in service, beingwithdrawn from

Carmarthen (87G) inOctober1958.

The38-Tube stock ranonLondon

Underground for50yearsuntil 1988,but

eightunits enjoyedan Indian summer

operatingasBRClass483on theRyde

PierHead-Shanklin lineon the Isleof

Wight from1989until January this year,

atwhich time theywere thecountry’s

oldestpassenger trains in regular

service.Amongother signsgoingunder

thehammer is a LondonTransport‘Bill

stickerswill beprosecuted’example.As

theauctionhouse’sMichaelWickham

pondered:“PooroldBill Stickers is still in

trouble!”

Theauction starts at 10am,withbids

beingaccepted liveonlineandbyemail,

telephone, or commission.

BR’SScottishRegionwas thewinner

inGreatCentral’s liveonline‘Bloxham’

auctiononMay29,whena totemsign

fromCraigendoran realised£780.

The station, eastofHelensburgh,was

openedby theNorthBritishRailway in

May1882and is still open today, on the

NorthClydeLine.

Fromtheother endof the country

cameaSouthernRailway‘Short train

wait here’platformwoodensign

(£720), followedbyaGWRPaddington

refreshmentdepartment stoneware

flagon,whichwentunderMikeSoden’s

hammer for £540,while travelling

backupnorth, aCaledonianRailway

Tyer’s two-position signalboxblock

instrument fetched£520.

Theauction featured500 lots, and

is so-namedbycollectorsbecause it

follows theGreatCentral themeof

general railwayana sales that, pre-Covid,

wereheldatBloxhamwitha saleroom

audienceandbecamepopulardue to

the‘no frills’styleof speedybidding

andabsenceof reservesor telephone

bidding.Thepricesquotedexclude

buyer’spremiumof15%(+VAT).

“Therewere someamazingprices,”

saidMike,who, in reference towhat the

futureholds in respectof returning to

live saleroomsales, added:“Itmightbe

difficult to justifygoingback to theold

format.”

Will therebenogoingbackasGC’s‘Bloxham’online

auction livesonwithout saleroomaudience?

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA
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LOCOMOTIVESbuilt in threedifferent

erasof theUK’s railwayevolution

will formthenameplate selection

inGreatCentral’s sixthmonthly

onlineauctionon July10.

ComprisingHenryCort,

CityofLiverpool,Wimpole

Hall,CountyofHants, and

CaerhaysCastle, theplates

come from, respectively, LNWR

No. 1413andGCRNo. 428,both

pre-Grouping locos,Nos. 5963and

1016, twoGWRproductsbuilt in the

daysof theBigFour, andNo. 7014, a

Castle classbuilt byBR.

No. 1413,whoseplatehasbeen

heldover fromtwopreviousauctions,

wasbuilt atCrewe inApril 1909and

withdrawnby theLMS inSeptember

1925.No. 428wasoneof six in theGCR’s

Class1 thatwasoutshoppedbyGorton

inDecember1913andwithdrawn from

ImminghamasLNERClassB19No. 1493

inApril 1947.TheHall emerged from

Swindon in July1936and takenoutof

service in June1964whenaBristol St

Philip’sMarsh resident (82B).

Great Central’s auction
covers three eras, from
prewar to Nationalisation

No.1016wasanother Swindon

engine, havingbeenbuilt inMarch

1946andwithdrawn fromShrewsbury

(89A) in September1963, and so too

No. 7014,which started life as aBR

build in July1948andended itsdays

atBirmingham’sTyseleydepot (2A) in

February1965.

Cabside numberplate
Thecabsidenumberplate from

CountyofHantswill alsobegoing

under thehammer, separately from

thenameplate, andwill be joined

by5958 fromKnoltonHall and4041

fromStar classPrinceofWales, built

at Swindon in June1913. Before this

4-6-0’swithdrawal fromBristol Bath

Road (82A) inApril 1951, BRhad four

identically-named locos in service

–No. 4041, A3No. 60054,D11

No. 62662, andVale of Rheidol

2-6-2TNo. 9.

Worksplates include a1949

Darlingtonplate fromLNERA1

No. 60144King’sCourier (works

No. 2063), and there’s a headboard,

‘TheWelshman’, a Euston-Holyhead

express I logged four times in 1959

and the followingyearwith aRoyal

Scot class loco at thehelmeach time,

includingNo. 46100 itself at Rhyl on

August 1, 1959, and the lastmember

of the class, No. 46170British Legion, at

LichfieldTrentValley onAugust 6, 1960.

Railwaypolicemen’s tipstaffs have

beena regular featureat recent

auctions, and the themecontinues

in this salewithaGWR inspector’s

example.

Theauction starts at 10am, and in

addition tobeing liveonline,will accept

email, telephoneandcommissionbids.

‘Westerns’ in the frame more than
four decades following their demise
THEClass52diesel-hydraulic‘Westerns’

didn’thaveavery longshelf life–

constructionstarted in1961andby

1977all74hadbeenwithdrawn–but

despite,orperhapsbecauseof, that,

theyhavegaineda large following.

Theirpopularitywasemphasised

ataJustaclickagoonlineauctionof

railwayphotographs,negativesand

slides that ran fromMay24-30,when

145colourslidesof theclass,aswellas

Classes31/45/46/47, taken inthemid-

1970satsuch locationsasDawlishand

Gloucester, sold for£1300.

Anassortmentof77colourslides

ofdiesel-hydraulic locos, including

‘Westerns’and‘Warships,’followedat

£840,and50slidesof‘Westerns’, also

in themid-1970satvarious locations

includingPlymouth,went for£700.

The latter realisationwasmatchedbya

collectionofblack-and-whitenegatives

of1960-62BRsteam, includingat

SwindonandAshfordWorks,King’s

Cross,andOldOakCommon.

Justabove,at£760,were350colour

slidesofBRsignalboxes in the1990s,

manyofwhichhavenowgone,and400

b/wprints fromthe1930sonwardsof

lightandminiature railways through

muchof theUK(£720).Pricesexclude

buyer’spremiumof15%.

RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■July10

GreatCentral Railwayana

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andcommission)

■July14-August3

Paperchase

(Email, telephoneandpostal)

■July23

Vectis (model trains)

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andpostal)

■July23

GWRailwayana (posters and

other artwork)

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andcommission)

■July24

GWRailwayana (main sale)

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andcommission)

■July31

TransportAuctionsof London

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andcommission)

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us

@HeritageRailMag
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OFF THE SHELF

(StatfoldNarrowGaugeMuseumTrustLtd,TheGrainStore,
StatfoldBarnFarm,AshbyRoad,Tamworth, Staffordshire,
B790BU,www.statfold.com, softback, 104pp,£10).

THOSE readerswhohavebeen

fortunateenoughtovisit an

enthusiasts’weekendat theStatfold

BarnRailway (seeNews,pages22-23)

will realisewithinminutes that the

privatevenue isunique. Indeed,as

amuseumofworldnarrowgauge

steam, it is arguably thebestof its kind

inEurope, if notmuch furtherafield.

Visitorswill bedazzledby intensive

timetablesof trainshauledbya

seeminglyvast fleetof locomotives

restored topristinecondition in the

siteworks,whichalsobuilds itsown

engines.Non-stopactionmeans there

is rarelyadullmoment, andwhen

thatcomes, alightatOakTreeHalt and

visit theRoundhouse, agrain store

turned intoamuseumwhichhasa

wowfactor thatwouldeasilydo justice

to the likesof theNationalRailway

Museum.

Most first-timevisitorswill be

unfamiliarwith the richvariety

of locomotives tobeseen,many

imported fromthe far sidesof the

planetbymuseumfounderGraham

Lee,whostartedhis collectionoff

by reimportingHunslet0-4-2STNo.

3902of1971TrangkilNo.4,which, in

termsof locomotivesbuiltpurely for

commercialpurposes,broughtdown

the final curtainonBritain’s steamage

whichbeganwithRichardTrevithick

in1802.

Every locomotive tobeseenat

Statfoldhasapageormore to itself,

containinganessentialhistory, and

colourand,wherepossible, archive

black-and-whitephotographs.Upto

date for summer2021, theguide lists

recentarrivals suchas theFfestiniog&

WelshHighlandRailway’sTasmanian

GarrattK1,whichwasoverhauledand

returned tosteamatStatfold in2020

andremains thereona10-year loan

agreement, andunrestoredHudswell

Clarke0-4-0STHandyman, giftedby

theNationalRailwayMuseum.

Fascinating stories
Thisguidewill, at aglance, tripleyour

appreciationandenjoymentofaday

outatStatfold, layingbareall thewhys

andwhereforesofeverythingyou

see inactionoronstaticdisplay, each

having itsownfascinatingstoryas to

howit cametobe thereandrunagain.

Someof the locomotives listed

haveyet tobeplacedondisplay,

suchasBagnall 0-4-0overheadwire

electric locomotivesTheEclipseand

TheCoalition, both rebuilt fromlate

Victoriansteamlocomotives foruseat

theLlechweddslatequarry inNorth

Wales.

Achapteralsodealswith

locomotivesno longeratStatfold,

primarily2ft6ingaugestockwhich

wentelsewherewhen itwasdecided

not tocontinuewith thatgauge.Apart

fromamassing locomotives from

aroundtheglobe, several itemswere

shippedtoBarbados toprovidea fleet

to runonanewrailwayat thehistoric

StNicholasAbbeyestate,whichhas

been inspiredbywhereelsebut

Statfold!

Anabsorbing read in itself, the

guidecontainsGraham’smagnificent

achievementathis railwaycondensed

into104pages. It shouldsetanew

standard formanyotherheritage lines

to followwith theirownguidebooks.

ESSENTIALREFERENCEFOR

VISITORS

CornwallTransitionfrom
Steam–RCRileyarchive
Vol6

CompiledbyJeremyClements

(TransportTreasuryPublishing,

softback,112pp,£14.50, ISBN978

1913251178).Chequespayableto

TransportTreasuryPublishing,16

HighworthClose,HighWycombe,

HP137PJ.

THISpublication

combines thebest

ofbothworlds

–DickRiley’s

photographsand

Cornwall’s railways

in the1950sand

early1960ssteam

era,writesGeoff

Courtney.Ascompiler JeremyClements

says:“In theyearsofDick’svisits,Cornwall

remainedremotethroughgeography

andbyvirtueof theRiverTamar.This

wouldchangewiththecompletionof

the long-awaitedroadcrossing,which

coincidedwiththeendofsteaminthe

west.

“The images impartan impression

ofaworldwhererailwaypersonnel

knewwellnotonly their colleagues

butalsoasizeableproportionof the

localpopulationtheyserved.The

steampopulationwasalsoof localised

character. Itwas familiarlyGreatWestern

butsubtlydifferent in itscomposition.

Fewerclasseswereusedandmany

individual locomotiveswere long-term

residents.”

Hopefully, saysJeremy, thebook

captures the flavourofan interesting

and individualisticcornerof the (Great)

WesternRegion’sempire. It certainly

does just that, inabundance. I immersed

myself in itscontentsaccompaniedby

mylogbookofvarious trainspotting

days in thewest from1958-62,oneof

whichwasAugust12,1961,when I

recordedevery trainpassingthrough

ExeterStDavid’sovera3½-hourperiod.

Okay, Iwas inDevon,notCornwall, and

theoccasional‘Warship’spread itsdiesel

fumesaroundthestation,butbookand

logtemporarily relegatedCovid-19and

thetrialsof todaytothebackburner.

Photographsofanumberof the

locomotives I recordedatExeteronthat

summerSaturday feature in thebook,

amongthemthefirst tobe loggedafter

myarrival,No.1002CountyofBerks.

Indeed, thisHawksworth-designed

4-6-0appears inanumberof thebook’s

images, includingaviewfromthe

footplateonthePar-Newquay lineand

adelightful shotofdriverOsborneand

firemanGraingerposingbesidethe

nameplateatStBlazeyshed.

Others in thebook I recordedat

Exeter includeNo.5053EarlCairns–“a

foreigner fromOldOakCommon”,writes

Jeremy–nearBaldhu,westofTruro,on

aperishableparcels trainwhoserolling

stock includesaGresleyLNERvestibule

brakevan,anLMSpassengerbrakevan

andasimilarBRMk.1,whileasecond

imageof thesameengineshows iton
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Penzanceshedwitha full tenderofcoal

awaiting itsnext turnofduty.

Another isofNo.4087CardiganCastle

passingSaltashgoodsyard inSeptember

1960.WhenI recordedthat locomotive

atExeternearlyayear lateronanUp

Wolverhamptonexpress itwasalready36

yearsold,but facedafurther twoyearsof

workbeforeending its railwaycareer.

Viaducts,mainandbranch lines,goods

trains,peopleandtheapproachingdiesel

generation–eachhas itsownchapter,

andtrainspottersof theerawill surelybe

delightedbythe22pagesdevotedto

photographsofsteamatmotivepower

depots, for these,whetherbunked illicitly

or, lessdaringly,withofficialpermission,

wereoneof themain ingredientsofour

hobby.

There’sPenzance(83G)and its

sub-shedHelston,StBlazey (83E)and

sub-shedsBodminandMoorswater,

Truro (83F), andLaunceston(sub-shed

ofPlymouthLaira83D).Astriking

overhead image isof thesmall two-road

MoorswatershedtakenbyDick from

atraintravellingnearly150ftabove

ontheCornishmain line’s1881-built

Moorswaterviaduct.

Whetheralmost150ftuporonterra

firma,Dick’sphotographicskills shine

througheverypage,aidedandabetted

byJeremyClements’insightfuland

informativecaptions.Bothcratftsmen

havedonetheGWRandBR’sWestern

Regionproud.

CORNISHCREAM

LocomotivesoftheIsleof
WightRailways

ByTPCooper,JCHFaulkner,RJ

MaycockandRASilsbury(hardback,

CrecyPublishing,192pp,£25, ISBN

9781910809877).

HERE isa timelyandsuperbreference

workthathasappearedwhenthe

IsleofWightSteamRailwayhasbeen

celebrating itsown50thanniversary,as

highlighted inNews,pages20and21.

Fromtheearly1860s, the island

boastedarailwaynetworkof itsown, in

manywaysamicrocosmof thatonthe

mainland. Ithad itsbeginnings insmall

mid-Victorian localconcerns like the

Cowes&NewportRailwayandthe Isle

ofWightRailway,allofwhichandthose

that followed intheirwakearedetailed in

depth inchapters

of theirown.As

withtheircousins

across theSolent,

theyeventually

amalgamatedand/

orwereabsorbed

intotheSouthern

Railwayat the

Groupingof1923,andthreedecades

later sufferedrouterationalisationunder

BritishRailways.

The IoWSRwasbornasamagnificent

exampleof theuniquecharacterof the

Vectis lines thatpreceded it, andthis

verycomprehensive,enlighteningand

readableworkhasbeencompiledbyfour

of itsmembers.

Thevolumeissuperbly illustratedby

awealthofcolourandblack-and-white

pictures,andanappendixcontainsa

complete listofevery locomotive torun

onthe island’s railways.Forcompleteness,

italsodescribes forgotten industrial lines

suchas theWestMedinaCementWorks

narrowgaugesystemandtheshort-lived

passenger-carrying lineatYaffordMill

whichranfrom1995to2000.

DEFINITIVEVOLUME

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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J27 and ‘Caley’
0-6-0 inOO-scale
TWOclassicpre-Grouping0-6-0 tender

engines–theNorthEasternRailwayJ27

andCaledonianRailwayClass812–will

soonbeavailable ready-to-runfor the

first time.

Oxford Rail is producing the

J27, while Bachmann ismodelling

preserved CR 0-6-0 No. 828 for Rails of

Sheffield, both in OO-scale.

The Oxford Rail J27 (NER Class P3)

will be on sale later this year, with

four liveries and numbers offered:

Nos. 1010 and 1214 in LNER black;

No. 65837 in BR black with the early

emblem; and No. 65817 in BR black

with late crest. All will be available

with a digital sound option, and can

be ordered fromwww.oxforddiecast.

co.uk

With the J27s having survived in BR

Oh, Mr Porter! Models to help fund Austerity overhaul
LIMITEDeditionmodelwagons,

recalling theclassic comedy filmOh,

MrPorter!, areonsale tohelp fund the

overhaulofAusterity 0-6-0STWorks

No. 2746TheDuke.

The Bagnall Locomotive Group,

which owns the Ecclesbourne

Valley Railway-based locomotive,

has commissioned a five-plank coal

wagon in OO-scale from Dapol,

lettered ‘SRNI’ for Southern Railway

of Northern Ireland – based on a

scene in the 1937 film whereWill

Hay inadvertently shunts three such

wagons off a cliff into a quarry.

Filmed at Cliddesden on the

Basingstoke & Alton Light Railway

(which joined the now-preserved

Mid-Hants line at Butts Junction just

outside Alton), Oh, Mr Porter! stars

Will Hay asWilliam Porter, a bumbling

wheeltapper who is banished to

the remote Buggleskelly station in

Northern Ireland.

The coal wagon is the fifth

Buggleskelly-themedmodel

commissioned by the Bagnall

group; the previous model was a

van lettered ‘JosephMiller & Sons’, a

reference to the film’s gun-running

villain. A few of the vans are still

available, and the next model,

which could be available in July, will

be a ridge-roofed wagon lettered

‘Buggleskelly LimeWorks’.

The group has also produced a

five-plank wagon in the livery of

George Lovegrove & Co. Limestone &

Tarmacadam of Longcliffe, near the

EVR’sWirksworth headquarters.

The wagons are £15.00 each, with

postage for up to four costing £4.00.

Cheques payable to T.J. Oaks can be

sent to 13 Trenchard Drive, Buxton,

SK17 9JY, or to pay by Paypal, email

sleepermonster@yahoo.com

The boiler of The Duke is under

overhaul at Locomotive Maintenance

Services of Loughborough. Tim Oaks,

of the Bagnall Locomotive Group,

said: “The boiler repairs suffered a

slight setback when the smokebox

door was found to be thin and holed

when it was shotblasted. Fortunately,

LMS had one in stock, and this is now

being fitted.”

The ‘SouthernRailwayofNorthern Ireland’wagons commissionedby theBagnall

LocomotiveGroup,modelledon those in the filmOh,MrPorter! TIMOAKS

OxfordRail’sOO-scaleWorsdell J270-6-0No. 65817 inBRblack.OXFORD RAIL

Bachmann'smodel captures thebeautiful liveryof

preservedCaledonian0-6-0No828.RAILS OF SHEFFIELD

Chatham wagons from Rapido
RAPIDOTrainshasannouncedtwoSouthEastern&

ChathamRailwaywagons inOO-scale– its firstBritish

models tobedesigned intheUK.

They represent one seven-plank openwagon

and two different diagrams of five-plank open

wagons. The seven-plank designwas the SECR’s

most numerous wagon type, withmore than 2000

built between 1915 and 1927 and classified Diagram

1355 by the Southern Railway.

The five-plankwagons shared the same

underframe, with 550 examples built to SR Diagram

1347 and another 150 to the almost identical

Diagram 1349. Examples of Diagram 1347 are

preserved at the Bluebell and SevernValley railways,

while the Bluebell also has three of the

seven-plank vehicles.

Themodels, which are now

at the engineering prototype

stage, are expected to arrive

in early 2022. They are priced at

£32.95 each, and ordersmust be placed by

September 1 this year – formore details, visit the

website www.rapidotrains.co.uk

Sales andmarketingmanager Richard Foster

said:“It is RapidoTrains UK’s long-term aspiration

to undertake somemanufacturing in the UK.

Having a UK design team is the first step towards

that. Thesewagons have been researched and

designed 100% in the UK. All we’ve done is to

send the completed CADs to our factory in China

formanufacturing.”

Anengineeringprototypeof thenewseven-plank

SECRwagon fromRapidoTrains, hand-painted in the

pre-Grouping company’s livery. RAPIDO TRAINS

service until 1967, themodel will be

ideal for North Eastern-based layouts,

andwill enable enthusiasts tomodel

the sole surviving example, No. 65894.

Owned by the North Eastern

Locomotive Preservation Group, this

locomotive is based on the North

YorkshireMoors Railway but has

travelled to several other preserved

lines and ventured onto the national

network. On July 9-11, it will be the

star guest at the NorthTyneside

Railway’s 30th anniversary gala,

recalling the days when J27s were

the staple freightmotive power in

the area.

The Bachmannmodel of the‘Caley’

0-6-0 is currently being developed

from surveys of the real thing at its

Strathspey Railway home.

Preserved by the Caledonian

Railway 828Trust, the locomotive was

restored to its original CR blue livery at

CowlairsWorks in 1966 for display at

the GlasgowMuseumofTransport. It

moved north to Aviemore in 1980 and

returned to steam 12 years later.

Themodel, whichwill be Digital

Command Control-ready, can be pre-

ordered from Rails of Sheffield (www.

railsofsheffield.com) at £199.95, with a

£30 deposit required.





No.40935 shunts stockwhile actingas stationpilot
at SheffieldMidland in theearly 1950s.Note the
‘BritishRailways’ on the tender.MORTONS RAILWAY
MAGAZINE ARCHIVE/W PHILIP CONOLLY.

Bachmann’s announcement of three new OO-scale models of the three-cylinder LMS
Compounds prompts Pete Kelly to trace the full history of these legendary locomotives
– a pedigree going back to the Midland Railway in 1902.

Compounding the issue!

ALTHOUGHcompoundsteam

locomotiveswereusedbyseveralof

Britain’spre-Groupingrailwaycompanies

duringthe late19thandearly20th

centuries–notably theLondon&

NorthWestern,GreatEasternandGreat

Western (whichsensiblybought three

examples fromFrancerather than

build itsown), theirperformanceover

simple-expansiontypes tendedtobe

disappointingandinduecourse,many

wererebuiltasordinary locomotives.

Compound locomotives used

high and low-pressure cylinders

tomaximise the use of the steam

produced, firstly in a high-pressure

cylinder (or cylinders) and then,

rather than go towaste as exhaust

before all of its remaining energy had

been captured, in a larger-diameter

low-pressure cylinder (or cylinders),

potentially also bringing a big

saving in coal consumption. In the

marine environment, many steam-

powered tugs and larger vessels

went a step further by adopting a

triple-expansion arrangement.

The only British compounds to

make a truly lasting impressionwere

the 45 three-cylinder passenger

locomotives built by theMidland

Railway between 1902 and 1909, and

the further 195 examples built by the

London, Midland & Scottish Railway

between 1924 and 1932 after the class

was adopted as a standard design and

given the 4P power classification.

Sole survivor
The inspirationbehind thismonth’s

feature is theannouncementby

BachmannBranchline that itsmuch-

requestedandhighlydetailedOO-scale

modelof 1925Horwich-built LMS

4PCompoundNo. 1119, inglorious

CrimsonLake lined livery,will be in the

shopsany timenowata recommended

retail priceof £214.15.

The only life-sized survivor of a

class that once numbered 240 is

Samuel Johnson’s original Midland

CompoundNo. 2631 of 1902,

whichwas renumbered 1000 by his

Locomotive Superintendent successor

Richard Deeley in 1907.

Deeley oversaw the building of a

further 40modified Compounds to

add to Johnson’s initial batch of five,

and eventuallymodified those as well,

so No. 1000 remains as rebuilt in 1914

rather than in its original condition.

After beingwithdrawn from British

Railways service as No. 41000 in 1951,

it was set aside for preservation by

the ScienceMuseum. In 1959 it was

restored in its 1907Midland Railway

livery for working special trains before

being placed on temporary display in

ClaphamTransport Museum.

In 1975, the year in whichYork’s

National RailwayMuseumopened,

No. 1000 took part in the Shildon

locomotive cavalcade, celebrating

150 years since the opening of the

Stockton &Darlington Railway.

Five years later it made another

appearance in the Rocket 150 parade

at Rainhill, celebrating 150 years

since the opening of the Liverpool &

Manchester Railway.

Simpler system
It tookpart in severalmain lineoutings,

notablyover theSettle&Carlisle line,

buthasnowbeendormant for some

timeand ispresentlyon loanasa static

exhibit to theBarrowHill Roundhouse

Museum&EngineShed inChesterfield,

Derbyshire (onceknownasStaveley

(18D).Until 2014, it also spent some time

with theScottishRailwayPreservation

Society atBo’ness.

The inspiration behind Johnson’s

chosen layout of a single inside

high-pressure cylinder and two

outside low-pressure cylinders,

with a second regulator allowing

independent control of the high and

low-pressure valve gears so that live

steam could be admitted directly into
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FormerLMSCompound4-4-0No. 40907arrives atChinleywith the2pm

(Sundays) SheffieldMidland toManchesterCentral trainon June19, 1959.

MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/ ALANH BRYANT.

Right:Anevocative scene indeedas

CompoundNo. 41057waits to leave

NottinghamMidlandstationbeneath

thebridge carrying the formerGreat

Centralmain linewitha local service

toDerbyaround1950. The locomotive

waswithdrawn inMay1953.

MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE

ARCHIVE/ JPWILSON.

CompoundNo. 41063enters Strines stationwitha stoppingpassenger trainon

April 21, 1951.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/WDIXON.

Above:CompoundNo.40931heads

throughLentonJunction, to the

westofNottinghamMidland,witha

Buxton-bound train in June1957. The

locomotivewaswithdrawn in1958and

scrapped in June1959.

MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE

ARCHIVE/T. G. HEPBURN.

the low-pressure cylinders for easier

starting, came from a systemdevised

by the North Eastern Railway’s chief

draughtsman,William Smith.

Deeley decided tomake the drivers’

task a little less complicated by

replacing Smith’s independent valve

gear arrangement with a system that

simply allowed full compounding

as the single regulator was opened

further. At first, the 40 Deeley

compounds boasted a higher boiler

pressure of 220psi, but this was later

reduced to the original 200psi, and

their exterior appearancewas tidied

up by raising the running plate clear

of the coupling rods and changing the

design of the rear splasher to one that

wasmuch easier on the eye.

TheMidland Compounds’driving

wheel diameter of 7ft allowed

speeds well in excess of 80mph to be

attained on fast, regular passenger

services betweenmajor cities and

onmilk trains, and they also put up

some impressive performances on

demanding routes such as the Settle

& Carlisle.

Adopted as standard
TheCompoundswerewell suited to the

MidlandRailway’spolicyof frequent,

light trains, and indouble-headed

formationcouldevenbe foundon

Anglo-Scottishexpresses–but they

werenever largeorpowerful enough to

handle the increasinglyheavy trainsof

theLMSduring the latter 1930sand into

theSecondWorldWar.

One of themost oft-repeated

stories in railway folklore concerns

the dogged rivalry between the

Midland Railway and London &North

Western Railway constituents after the

formation of the LMS as the biggest

of the‘Big Four’at the 1923 Grouping.

Not only that, the LMS also became

the biggest commercial operation in

the British Empire!

The LNWR’s experiments with

compounding had not always been

a success, andmany of its former

employeesmust have viewedwith

some suspicion the announcement

that the newly formed company

would be adopting theMidland

Compound as a standard 4P design.

Whilemost of the LMS 4P Compounds

were built under Sir Henry Fowler

after he succeeded George Hughes

as Chief Mechanical Engineer in 1925,

it would be unfair to call him a‘small

engine’man.

After all, he had designed the

four-cylinder 0-10-0 Lickey banker

‘Big Bertha’of 1919, with its immense

tractive effort of 43,315lb, andwas

well aware that the LMS neededmuch

more powerful locomotives than

4-4-0 Compounds.

He dreamed of building a

compound Pacific, but with the

continuing improvements in valve

efficiency hewas persuaded to go

for simple-expansion locomotives

instead.

Widespread use
Hewasdeeply involved in theHughes/

Fowler‘Crab’2-6-0s,with their two large

outside cylinders, and theLMScertainly

benefited fromhis2-6-4 tankengines,

and three-cylinder‘Royal Scot’and

‘Patriot’4-6-0s.

The major difference between the

LMS Compounds and their Midland

Railway predecessors was the

reduction in driving wheel diameter

from 7ft to 6ft 9in, which gave a

slightly higher tractive effort of

22,650lb over 21,840lb. Their cylinder

diameters of 19 x 26in (high pressure)

and 21 x 26in (low pressure) and

boiler pressure of 200psi remained
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Theviewover the tender top

is adelight to theeye.

Theelegant linesof the195 three-cylinderCompound4-4-0sbuilt by theLMSbetween1924and1932are captured to

perfection in this left-hand-sideviewofBachmann’snewOO-scalemodelofNo. 1119 (31-934).

Particular attentionhasbeenpaid to

the interior cabdetail onBachmann’s

CrimsonLake-liveriedmodel.

Anadjustable tenderdrawbar

keeps thegapbetween tenderand

locomotive toa realistic fall-plate

width.

Ex-MidlandRailwayCompoundNo. 1037headsaManchester Central-Sheffield

expressnearChinley in1931.RD POLLARD.

Compound4-4-0No. 1159headsaStafford-Shrewsburyexpressover theGWR/

LMS joint linenearAdmastonwitha throughEuston-Swansea coachonFebruary

13, 1945.MORTONS RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE/ASWILSONJONES.

exactly the same as those on the

Midland locomotives. Seventy-five

LMS Compounds were constructed

at DerbyWorks, 20 at HorwichWorks,

25 by the North British Locomotive

Co., and 75 by the Vulcan Foundry at

Newton-le-Willows.

Being part of themassive

new railway company gave the

Compounds plenty of opportunity

to operate further afield than ever,

and they becamewidely distributed

among locomotive sheds large and

small.

But the heavier trains and

diminishedmaintenance standards

of the SecondWorldWar certainly did

themno favours.

Early withdrawals
At around the time of nationalisation

in 1948, the Compounds’bases

included Rugby (2A), Monument

Lane (3E), CreweNorth (5A), Chester

(6A), Llandudno Junction (7A),

Longsight (9A), Trafford Park (9E),

KentishTown (14B), Leicester (15C),

Kettering (15B), Bedford (15D),

Nottingham (16A), Derby (17A),

Rowsley (17D), Millhouses (19B),

Leeds (20A), Manningham (20E),

Saltley (21A), Bournville (21B), Bristol

(22A), Gloucester (22B), Lancaster

(23C), Accrington (24A), Agecroft

(26B), Bolton (26C), Bank Hall (27A),

Southport (27C),Wigan (27D),

Walton (27E), Blackpool (28A) and

Peterborough ex-LM (35C).

Up in Scotland they could be found

at Ferryhill (61B), Perth (63A), Stirling

(63B), Dalry Road (64C), Carstairs

(64D), St. Rollox (65B), Polmadie (66A),

Greenock (66D), Corkerhill (67A), Ayr

(67C), Dumfries (68B) and Stranraer

(68C), but their days were already

numbered, withmassive inroads into

their ranks throughout the 1950s.

Six of the still-remaining 195

Compoundswere withdrawn in 1952,

followed by 13 in 1953, 23 in 1954,

37 in 1955, 27 in 1956, 34 in 1957, 36

in 1958, 13 in 1959, six in 1960 and

two in 1961, leaving just the original

locomotive, which carried the British

Railways number 41000, for posterity.

Themodels
Bachmann’s long-awaited intricately

detailedOO-scalemodelof1925

Horwich-builtMidlandCompound4-4-0

No.1119 inLMSlinedCrimsonLake livery

shouldbe intheshops imminently.The

dazzlingcabdetail includesseparate

controls,pipeworkand instruments,and

themodelalso featuresanadjustable

tenderdrawbar,poseable loco-tender

fallplate,weldedFowler tender, sprung

buffers,NEMcouplingpocketsand

accessorypack.Themodelcomes

equippedwitha21-pinDCCdecoder

socket forBachmann’s recommended

decoder item36-557,and is readyto

acceptaspeaker in thetender.

At the same time Bachmann is also

releasing two Compoundmodels in

British Railways lined black; one as

1925 Horwich-built No. 41123with

early emblems (31-932), and the other

as 1925 North British-built No. 41143

with the later crest (31-933A). Each

has a recommended retail price of

£199.95.

Amodel of No. 1000was produced

for the National RailwayMuseum/

LocomotionModels as one of the

‘National Collection inMiniature’

exclusives in 2011. It portrayed the

locomotive as it exists in its preserved

condition rather than as originally

built by Johnson.

HERITAGE MODELLER RAILWAY HERITAGE IN MINIATURE

88 Heritagerailway.co.uk Pre-order Issue 283: Order your copy frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr or call 01507 529529.



Heritagerailway.co.uk 89



Forty years after preservationists took over the Brechin branch in Scotland, the present-
day Caledonian Railway is enhancing its historic stations and has ambitious plans for the
future - including the possibility of a main line connection.

THE NEW ‘CALEY’

PRESERVED LINE PROFILE

BRECHIN:



D
espite sharing its illustrious name with
the mighty Scottish pre-Grouping
company, today’s Caledonian Railway

is overlooked by most enthusiasts.
Yet it is steeped in as much history as any of

our top ‘premier league’ preserved railways;
one of Scotland’s oldest branch lines, its
impressive stations forming part of the stage
for two of the closing acts before the curtain
fell on Scottish Region steam.
In other words, there was a time when it

was a magnet for enthusiasts. Could it ever
be again? The 40th anniversary of its last BR
train, and its takeover by the preservationists,
seemed an appropriate moment to find out.

Racingground
It may be a branch line, but the CR has close
links with – and could one day even reopen
part of – one of the most famous main lines in
Scotland, and indeed the whole country.
Its current eastern terminus, Bridge of Dun,

is where it joined the Strathmore route from
Perth to Aberdeen via Forfar – the scene of
the ‘Races to the North’ in 1895.
As the West and East Coast Main Lines vied

for the fastest time from London to Aberdeen,
Bridge of Dun was the penultimate station
before the effective finishing line at Kinnaber
Junction. With the rival Caledonian Railway
and North British Railway thence sharing the
same metals for the last leg of the journey to
the Granite City, whichever train got there
first was the winner.
Seventy years later, the Strathmore line once

again became a famous racetrack, with the
spectacular farewell of the Gresley A4 Pacifics
on the three-hour expresses from Glasgow to
Aberdeen – while the Brechin branch itself
would have its turn in the enthusiast limelight
shortly afterwards.
Brechin station is a far grander structure

than the words ‘branch line’ might suggest,
but it reflects its former importance as the
hub of a network of branches. In addition to
the first line fromMontrose and Bridge of
Dun, routes to Forfar and Edzell opened in
1895 and 1896 respectively, Brechin’s original
1848 station building being extended with its
ornate canopy as a result.
By 1952, it had lost all its passenger services

to road competition, but remained open
for freight, and in 1967 was one of the last
steam-worked lines in Scotland. The famous
photographers-turned-engine cleaners of
the Master Neverers Association accordingly

descended on the branch that year to spruce
up and record on film the J37 0-6-0s eking
out their last days working from Dundee Tay
Bridge shed.
Although Brechin has a cathedral to draw

tourists, it was largely the survival of its
imposing station that prompted the Brechin
Railway Preservation Society to save the
branch after freight traffic ceased in 1981.
“The main reasons were that the line was

still there, and it had an impressive terminus
and rural heritage,” said Jon Gill, chairman of
the operating company Caledonian Railway
Brechin Ltd. “It seemed like a good place to
run a railway.”
Before the impact of the coronavirus

pandemic, the CR boasted annual passenger
figures of between 50,000 and 60,000, making
it the second largest tourist attraction in
Angus after Glamis Castle, the childhood
home of the Queen Mother, birthplace
of Princess Margaret and the setting for
Macbeth.
Even with these attractions, and the Victoria

& Albert Museum in Dundee, said Jon: “Many
tourists drive through Angus on the way
to somewhere else – but there is enormous
support to improve this from local groups and
the council.”
If it achieves its long-term ambitions, the CR

will help even more with that.

Main lineguests
Impressive and historic stations or not, if
you’re going to attract enthusiasts, there’s
one thing you must have – an ex-BR steam
locomotive. But since the CR entered
preservation and formally reopened to
passengers in 1992, these have been few and
far between.
Just two working examples have visited,

both from the Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway:
BR 4MT 2-6-4T No. 80105 in 2001, and
Caledonian Railway 0-4-4T No. 419 the
following year, the latter marking 50 years
since one of its classmates hauled the last
passenger train out of Brechin to Montrose
in 1952.
For many years, the CR was also home to

the very engine that hauled the last passenger
train to Forfar that same year – Ivatt 2MT
2-6-0 No. 46464 – but it didn’t return to
steam there. It has recently moved north to
the Strathspey Railway for its restoration to be
completed, but the CR is hopeful that it could
return for a visit one day.

“The CR has close links with – and could one day even
reopen part of – one of the most famous main lines in
Scotland, and indeed the whole country.”
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Below:During the final yearof theA4s inBR

servicebetweenGlasgowandAberdeen,

No. 60034LordFaringdoncalls atBridgeof

Dunwitha southbound train inMay1966.

This station isnowtheeastern terminusof the

CaledonianRailway.A. KENNEDY/COLOUR RAIL

Above: CleanedupbyPaulRileyand the

photographersof theMasterNeverers

Association, J370-6-0No. 64611 shunts theyard

atBrechinbeforeworking its freight trainback

toMontrose inMarch1967.

PAUL RILEY/KIDDERMINSTER RAILWAYMUSEUM



There is some evidence that the preservation
scheme attempted to secure an ex-Scottish
Region 'Black Five'. Photographs of former
Perth, Inverness and Carlisle Kingmoor
‘Hiker’ No. 45163 at Barry scrapyard in the
1980s show the words ‘Reserved for Brechin
RPS’ daubed large on the side of its smokebox
– but Jon has asked around, and nobody at the
railway remembers this now.
Other than that, the nearest the CR got to

acquiring a main line steam locomotive was
one of the saddest missed opportunities in
preservation.
Engines built to the designs of John F.

McIntosh, the original ‘Caley’s’ Locomotive
Superintendent, were constructed in Belgium
as well as Scotland – but in 2002, Belgian State
Railways scrapped one of the last surviving
such 0-6-0s, No. 44.021, despite it being part
of the country’s National Collection.
Simon Hickman, then the development

officer at Brechin, had found the funds for the
CR to buy it, but was too late to stop it being
torched. Thankfully, two of the 0-6-0s and
two other McIntosh-designed engines survive
in Belgium – and if any became available,
confirmed Jon, the CR would “absolutely” be
interested.
For now, though, industrials will remain

the staple motive power, with the current

fleet consisting of two Scottish-built Andrew
Barclay machines – 0-4-0ST Works No. 1863,
and 0-6-0T Works No. 2107, the latter in
Thomas the Tank Engine guise and originally
acquired by the CR company for that
lucrative market.

Hiveof industry
With the boiler certificate of No. 1863
due to expire next year, Peckett 0-6-0ST
Works No. 2153 – owned by the line’s
Chief Mechanical Engineer Steve Pegg – is
undergoing a contract overhaul at the Flour
Mill in the Forest of Dean, and expected to
steam again within the next year or two.
A six-coupled engine is needed, said Jon,

because No. 1863 struggles to cope with the
line’s gradients of up to 1-in-70, and is not
used at Christmas because its boiler can’t
provide enough steam to both haul and heat
the train. “So when we were looking at where
to spend the railway’s money, it made more
sense to put it into Steve’s loco.”
However, the 0-4-0ST will be overhauled

again, he added: “It’s a stalwart – it’s
always been there. We use it on brake van
rides quite a lot, and it’s good for driver
experience courses.”
A second, and very historic, Peckett

0-6-0ST is also in line for repair, but further

down the queue – Works No. 1889Menelaus,
owned by a group of CR members who
titled themselves the Angus Railway Steam
Engineers, the acronym having originated
as a jest in the local newspaper. When it
dropped its fire for the last time at Ebbw Vale
Marine colliery on June 28, 1985,Menelaus

was the last working steam locomotive in the
South Wales coalfield.
Finally, there are three ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0STs

in store at Bridge of Dun, owned by Max
Maxwell, who lives in the station building,
and a Peckett 0-4-0ST, Works No. 1376, also
owned by Steve Pegg. “That’s his retirement
project,” said Jon, “but it’s probably ten
years away.”

Historic diesels
In truth, the CR is far more of a magnet for
diesel enthusiasts, with no fewer than 13 ex-
BR locomotives in residence (see page 94).
No. 25072 (D5222) has the claim to fame

of carrying GWR green livery in the 1980s,
while No. 25083 has a strong, if unhappy, link
with local history, having been involved in the
Invergowrie accident of October 22, 1979.
To house and maintain this huge fleet,

the Caledonian Railway Diesel Group –
an umbrella organisation for the various
individuals and teams who own them – first

TheBrechinRailwayPreservationSociety is alreadywell established in the coal yardatBrechinonMay2,

1981, as the lastBR train–a farewellDMUrailtour–prepares todepart for Edinburgh. The leadingvehicle

is Class 122 ‘bubble car’No. 55000,nowpreservedat theSouthDevonRailway.NWERNINCK
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THECALEDONIANRAILWAYrelocated the former goods shed from Nairn
to Bridge of Dun in the early 2000s, and has
now almost completed a £380,000 three-
road shed at the same location (see News,
last issue).
The collection has just increased with the

acquisition of two former Southern Region
Class 205 ‘Thumper’ diesel-electric multiple
units from the Dartmoor Railway, which,
as also reported last issue, could be used for
experiments in ‘green’ transport.
On the subject of multiple units, the

possibility exists, in theory, for the CR to
host two items that were part of its last
trains – perhaps not a unique accolade in
preservation, but certainly rare. As well as
No. 46464, there is also Class 122 ‘bubble car’
No. 55000, which was part of the DMU rake
forming the farewell railtour from Edinburgh
to Brechin 40 years ago on May 2, 1981, and
is now preserved at the South Devon Railway.
But in reality, would the costs of hiring this
ever stack up?
Transporting anything from south of

the border is very expensive, said Jon. “It’s
difficult to find back loads – and we’re paying
almost as much to move the ‘Thumpers’ as we
have to buy them.”
But although the diesel f leet is strongly

representative of local history – especially the

Class 26s and 27s, which mainly worked in
Scotland – they don’t attract a huge number
of enthusiasts. Jon admitted: “The Scottish
Type 2s have less of a following in the rest of
the UK.”
That being the case, he agreed, the subject

of visiting ex-BR steam locomotives “needs to
come back onto the agenda, even if it’s just for
short visits.”
“But we’ve not talked about it so much

recently,” he continued, “because we’ve been
focusing on track maintenance, the coaches
and the canopy.”

Grand terminus
When Brechin station opened in 1848, it
was “a bit like St Pancras,” said Jon, with an
overall roof spanning all three lines and the
station building to the side. “We think the
intention was to continue the line inland,” he
added – but after that failed to materialise,
the building was extended round behind the
buffer stops, and the canopy replaced the
overall roof.
Today, the station has been fully restored,

including its two ticket offices built for the
use of the Caledonian and the North British
Railway (“the NB was the poor cousin and
the ‘Caley’ had the grand bit,” said Jon),
while the original 1848 wing houses a coffee

“It’s hoped to complete the first section of the canopy at
Brechin station for the railway’s reopening this summer.”

Inset: ‘Bubble car’No. 55000at theSouthDevon
RailwayonMarch7, 2010. BERNARDMILLS
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The impressiveentrance toBrechin station, constructed in the1890swith theexpansionof the terminus

following theopeningof the lines toEdzell andForfar.CALEDONIAN RAILWAY

Reconstructionof the first sectionof the canopy iswell advancedatBrechin station.CALEDONIAN RAILWAY



shop, and accommodates one of the line’s
volunteers upstairs in what was once the
stationmaster’s quarters. Said Jon: "Legend
has it that the stationmaster used to climb
out of the window, run round the canopy and
take potshots at people stealing coal in the
yard" (presumably with an airgun).
Sadly, BR had removed most of the canopy

by the time the preservationists took over,
but the CR is now in the process of putting
that right, thanks to a successful £10,000
appeal and grants totalling £17,500 from
the National Lottery Heritage Fund and the
SVCO Third Sector Resilience Fund.
It’s hoped to complete the first section for

the railway’s reopening this summer, and to
rebuild its full length at a later date.
Bridge of Dun station has also been

transformed in recent years, with the
reconstruction of an enormous and
genuine Caledonian Railway footbridge
from Dunblane, donated by Network Rail
when a new, accessible bridge replaced it. A
new timber station building on the island
platform was funded to the tune of £80,000

by a LEADER grant as part of the Angus
Local Development Strategy, along with the
railway’s own money and contributions from
the Brechin Railway Preservation Society.
“We’d never applied for grants before,” said

Jon, “but last year we had £400,000 in grants
and donations.”
The footbridge and stations are not the only

‘Caley’ infrastructure on the line. Some of
its track is original CR material, although
much of it has been replaced in recent years
with 80% of the running line relaid and
60% of the timber sleepers replaced with
concrete. “When we started out, we were
just spot-replacing sleepers,” said Jon, “but it
was fighting a losing battle – so for long-
term sustainability, we’re now lifting out
whole sections.”
Installing working signalling is a long-term

aim: “We were donated signals from around
Angus, so we’ve got a fair amount – and it
would add a lot to the look and feel of the
place – but it’s down the list.”
Although signalboxes would have to be

relocated or new ones constructed, the

collection of equipment includes the lever
frame from that finishing line in the ‘Races
to the North’, Kinnaber Junction – “probably
the most historic signalbox in the UK,” said
Jon. It would indeed be nice to think that
those levers could one day crash back and
forth in that frame to signal ‘Caley’ engines
– or North British ones – not too far from its
original location.
Then there’s the turntable. As reported

last issue, the Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Railway has donated a 65ft Cowans Sheldon
example, formerly situated at Ashford, to the
CR. What, you might ask, does a four-mile,
landlocked railway, operated by industrials,
want with a turntable? Jon admitted: “It
was a case of, if we don’t get it, someone else
will, or it’ll go for scrap.” A site for it is still
to be decided, but it will have its uses: “We
get some unbalanced tyre wear, so it’ll be a
benefit for that.”
But there is a possibility – though at this

stage it is no more – that it could creak
beneath the weight of much more illustrious
engines than Barclays and Pecketts.

“Bridge of Dun station has been transformed in recent
years, with the reconstruction of an enormous and
genuine Caledonian Railway footbridge from Dunblane.”
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Aclassic 1960sScottishRegion scene
recreatedatBridgeofDunasSulzer
Type2 (Class 27)dieselNo.D5370passes
underneath the rebuilt ‘Caley’ footbridge
fromDunblane. CALEDONIAN RAILWAY

Above:On loan fromtheBo’ness

&Kinneil Railway, Caledonian

Railway0-4-4TNo. 419arrives at

Brechinduring its visit in2002.

A. KENNEDY

Right:Oneof theCR’s two

working resident steam

locomotives,AndrewBarclay

0-4-0STWorksNo. 1863, at

Brechinbeforeworkbegan to

rebuild the canopy.

CALEDONIAN RAILWAY

THECALEDONIANRAILWAY’SDIESEL FLEET

■ Ruston 48DS Dewar Highlander – operational.
■ Yorkshire Engine Company Nos. 211 Rolls and 212 Royce – operational.
■ BR Class 08 No. D3059 – operational.
■ BR Class 11 No. 12052 – out of service awaiting a replacement gasket.
■ BR Class 11 No. 12093 – operational.
■ BR Class 20s Nos. 20016, 20081 and 20088 – No. 20016 and one other to be overhauled, with a decision to be

made once work is underway.
■ BR Class 25s Nos. 25072 and 25083 – both to be repaired but work currently on hold.
■ BR Class 26s Nos. 26001 – undergoing bogie repairs; 26014 – operational; and 26035 – undergoing repairs.
■ BR Class 27 No. 27024 (D5370) – operational.
■ BR Class 37 No. 37097 – undergoing repairs.
■ BR Class 205 DEMUs Nos. 205028 – for long-term restoration; and 205032 – requires bogie work but expected to

be returned to service within 12 months.



Main line ambitions
Tantalisingly visible from Bridge of Dun,
across the shimmering waters of the Montrose
Basin, is the town of Montrose itself.
Extending another four miles to here – over
part of the Strathmore main line – has always
been the CR’s long-term aim but, as ever, there
are a number of obstacles.
Naturally, the trackbed has been split up

between several private owners, but it’s
in Montrose itself where things get really
difficult. The original plan was to run
alongside main line metals to a new terminus
alongside Montrose station – but with
encroaching development, said Jon, this is
“still doable, but only just.”
“So we’d either have to run over Network

Rail metals – which would be an utter
nightmare in terms of certification and
paperwork – or find somewhere else for a
station in Montrose.”
However, if there is a killer blow to the

project, it’ll come from Highways England.
As reported in recent issues, the Highways
Agency is planning to demolish or infill

dozens of disused railway bridges, including
the listed Pugeston Bridge crossing the
former trackbed about halfway between
Bridge of Dun and Montrose.
“They’re talking about filling it with

concrete,” said Jon. “That would be the
death knell for the extension – chances are
we’d never do it, or if we did it would cost a
fortune. But the law in Scotland has changed
recently to say that efforts must be made to
protect disused railways; the local council
don’t support it, and I’m busy pushing
Historic Scotland to reject it.”
Even without this issue, the extension

won't be cheap. Said Jon: “A study funded by
Dundee Council in 2003 put the cost at £18m,
fully engineered to main line standard. We
are confident that it can be achieved for much
less, even today – easily less than half. This
would not provide main line standard, but
would allow us to provide heritage rail, and
demonstrate a degree of benefit if an upgrade
were to be an option.”
If it did happen, he confirmed: “We would

really like a main line connection.”

Thinking big
Ever since the turntable was restored at
Aberdeen Ferryhill, “there’s been a lot more
main line steam traffic in the area,” but rather
like all those tourists who pass by, said Jon,
“the tours go straight through Angus and we
get no benefit.”
With Brechin Cathedral and Glamis Castle

nearby, he continued: “I’m sure we could
attract them to Brechin for a bit of variety.”
With 85lb per yard rail currently forming the

CR’s running line, he admitted, “it’s unlikely
we’d get Tornado there – but perhaps we could
run the main line engine as far as Bridge of
Dun and then one of ours could take over.”
There are a lot of ifs, buts and maybes there,

for sure. But if the hopes and dreams of this
railway come to fruition, then it is not beyond
the bounds of possibility that an A4 could one
day return to a lost section of the route over
which they had their final glorious fling in the
1960s.
If that didn’t make enthusiasts sit up and take

notice of today’s Caledonian Railway, nothing
would.
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STAR LETTER

“In spite of the carriages’
dire condition, the railway
heritage craftsmenhave
shown their incredible
skills inbringing items
back from‘thedead’“

Titanic carriages:
True treasures to be raised again
I BELIEVE therediscoveryof thetwo

LSWRdiningcars, thought tobe

partof theRMSTitanicboat train

formations (HR issues279-281), are

as importantasFlyingScotsman’s

restoration intermsofpublicity

whichgoeswaybeyondtherailway

heritagemovement.

Theglobal interest in thetragedy

ofTitanic, thanks largely toJames

Cameron’s1997film, is immense,

especially in theUS(thereare

dedicatedTitanicmuseums inthe

landlockedstates)andtheFarEast

(China isbuildingafull-sizestatic

replica).

However, theUKhas themost

important realTitanicartefacts,now

possibly includingthesetworare

andhistoricvehicleswhich,withthe

doomedliner’s link,arepriceless.

Theultimategoal shouldbe

that thecarriagesare restoredfor

operationaluse inadiningtrain,

suchas thatat theBluebellRailway.

Their impactwillbesensational

andcreateworldwidenews.They

willbemuchsought-after forprivate

hireandcorporatecharters from

homeandabroad.

Inspiteof thecarriages’dire

condition, railwayheritage

craftsmenhaveshowntheir

incredibleskills inbringing items

back from‘thedead’, suchas the

recent restorationof theLNER

Beavertailobservationcar from

being likeaderelictchickenshedon

wheels toglowing,pristine,as-new

condition,asseen in issue277.

IhopetheBritishTitanicSociety

will reachapositiveagreement

withownerCharles James for full

restoration (surely theNational

HeritageLotteryFundwillprovide

at leastmatch-funding?)by, say,

StephenMiddleton’sStatelyTrains,

whichhassuchafinereputationfor

thiswork.

I can’t thinkofabetter‘shop

front’forourmovementand Ihope

HeritageRailwaywill continue its

crucialwork reportingonthiscrucial

project’sprogress.

Peter Elson,

St Helens,Merseyside.

Artist’s work portrays a
pageantry of progress
ByRobinJones

VISITORS to theRibbleSteamRailway

arebeinggreetedbyaseriesofpainted

muralshighlighting thedevelopmentof

rail travel fromthedaysofStephenson’s

Rocketonwards.

Theninemuralpanelsarepartof

amajor faceliftundertakenby the

heritage line thanks toharnessing

a£208,000grant fromtheNational

Lottery’sHeritageCultureRecovery

Fund.

PrestonartistGavinRenshawhas

created themurals inacrylic spraypaint

on theexteriorof the railway’smain

building. Landmark traction fromUK

railwayhistory is interspersedwith local

features suchasPrestonNo.1 signalbox,

theNorthPrestonsignalgantryandSt

Walburge’s churchspire, andhighlights

thepivotal role that railwaysplayed in

thedevelopmentof the region.Gavin

said:“It’s a timelineofengineswhichare

significant to thePrestonandtheWest

CoastMainLine, andthiswholearea.”

Lifelong interest
Hehashadan interest in transportation

fromayoungage, firstlyaircraft, and

then railwaysandbicycles.

Theprimary schoolheattendedhad

aplaying fieldwhichbackedonto the

railway line, soatbreak timeheanda

handful of friendswouldgrab the rail

guideand tickoff numbersofpassing

traffic, usuallyClass47sor37s.

Alongsideart, heexcelledat technical

drawingbut soon realisedupon

leaving school thatmostprofessions

weremoving towards computer-aided

design rather than the traditional

T-squareanddrawingboard, sohe

pursuedacareer in thearts instead.

Henowpaintsmurals all over the

world, alongsideother artprojects and

exhibitions.

Prestonwasaddedto the railwaymap

in1838with theopeningof theNorth

Right: LNWRPrecedent2-4-0No. 790

Hardwicke still holds the record setby

steam in1896, fromacold-standing

start-to-stop time, covering the141

miles fromCrewe toCarlisle in126

minutes.

Getting on
our skates
IWAS intriguedbyAndrewGoodman’scomments

ontheoriginsof thewheel skate inMainLine

News, issue280.Theoriginalconceptwas

developedontheSouthernRegion in1970/1

intheCMEE’sMaintenanceControl,whichwas

responsible for themaintenance, recoveryand

repairofEMUstock.

Thefirstprototypesweremanufactured inthe

SladeGreenrepair shopandtestedwithinyard

limits.TheyweresubsequentlypassedtoSelhurst

Depot in1972,when Iwasable toarrangerunning

line trials in liaisonwithCentralDivisiontraffic

management.Weusedan‘Oxted’DEMUasa

guineapigtodemonstrate that theskatecouldbe

usedsafelyatvaryingspeedsoverplain linesand

pointsandcrossings, theresultsbeingreportedto

BRHQinLondon.

TheHQplantengineeringorganisationunder

PeterRobinsonatDoncaster thenrefined

thedesignasastandardproduction itemfor

all-regionaluseaspartof localbreakdown

equipment, recognisingthatskateswouldbe

suitable forboth locomotiveandmultipleunituse

whenneeded.

MikeJohns,Taunton

(One-timedepotengineer,Selhurst)
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Whya9Fcouldnot competewith

Mallard inwheel rotation speed
PETERKELLYasks if a reader could

compare the rotational speedof a

9F’s 5ftdiameterwheels at 90mph,

withMallard’s6ft 8inwheels at

126mph (issue281).While Iwould

not callmyself amathematician,

themathsareactuallyquite simple:

90mph is 1.5milesperminute, or

7920ftperminute.

The9Fdrivingwheels are15.708ft

in circumference, soat90mph, the

wheels are rotatingat7920/15.708

=504.2rpm;126mph is 2.1miles

perminute, or 11088 feetper

minute.TheA4drivingwheels are

20.945ft in circumference, soat

126mph, thewheels are rotatingat

11088/20.945=529.4 rpm.

So, the9Fhas someway togo to

matchMallard’s rotational speed

in1938. In fact, itwouldneed tobe

doingalmost95mph tomatch it!

RonHead,

Didcot,Oxfordshire

Bring trains
back to Louth
JUST a line inpraise of your

fantasticmagazineHeritageRailway,

which I discoveredonly a few

months ago.The article on Louth in

issue 280evokedmany childhood

memories.

I loved theEast Lincolnshire Line.

Its closure in 1970was theworst

thing that ever happened to this

area. I’ll never forget it.

PetePaley,

Grimsby, Lincolnshire

Unforgettable ‘Black Five’
performance at Golcar
MANY thanks for issue279,withplenty

ofgoodnewsstories and for including

my letter too.The latest roundof

grants areextremelywelcome, and the

reopeningofourheritage railways is

helpingusappreciatewhat couldall too

easilybe taken forgranted.

ThearticlebyDonBenn remindsme

of themostextraordinary locomotive

performance I everwitnessedback in

steamdays.

The scene: I am just southof

Golcar stationon theHuddersfield to

Manchester line,where theview from

thebridgeallowsyou to seeas far as

Longwoodstation, nearly amile anda

half away.

It’s July 16, 1966, the summerSaturday

trains are steam-hauledand Ihavemy

small battery-powered tape recorder

withme. In the fardistance I canmake

out the train for Llandudnopowering

throughLongwoodwithamuch

stronger and fasterbeat thanusual.

Thenoisedrifts awayas the train

headsover theviaduct andbehind the

hill. Emerging fromthecuttingand

under the tall Scar Lanebridge, still

amile away, now faster andnoisier,

and I’mable to start recording. By the

time itheadsunder thebridgewhere

I’mstanding thenoisebecomesquite

exceptional and the recordingbecomes

quitedistorted, then the trainheads

away into thedistance, still accelerating.

Thegradient along this sectionof

line is a steady1-in-105.The trainhas

10coaches and I estimate the speed

tobe45mph, farhigher thanwouldbe

normal – typically 30-35mph.

In recent years I’ve foundout that a

recorderwason the trainand the log is

with theRailwayPerformanceSociety.

Theactual speed throughGolcarwas

around43mphand increasing slightly

givinganestimatededhp figure in

the regionof 1600hp.The locomotive

was‘BlackFive’No. 44896, and I’ve

sometimeswonderedwhether this

batchof locos, includingNo. 44871,

wereamong thebest?

DavidRSmith, Sheffield

Progress inpaint: In itsheyday, theLancashire

&YorkshireRailway ranmore than twiceas

many trainsperday throughPreston than

theLNWR. Itsmost successful performers

wereSir JohnAspinall’s 2-4-2Ts, oneofwhich

isdepictedpassing the town’sNo. 4 signal

gantry. ThenextpaneldepictsRoyal Scot4-6-0

No. 6162Queen’sWestminsterRiflemanof

Preston’s 10BshedpassingNo. 1 signalbox. The

nextpanelportraysoneofWilliamStanier’s

streamlinedPrincessCoronationPacifics and

after that comesEnglishElectricprototype

DelticDP1,built just amile away fromtoday's

heritage lineat the company’s StrandRoad

works.

UnionRailway, linking to theLiverpool

&ManchesterRailway, theworld’s first

inter-city line.

Subsequentextensions sawthe

Lancaster&CarlisleRailwaycomplete

theEnglishportionof theWCML in1846.

Alongwith themurals, thegranthas

financed the renovationof the line’s

caféandacommunitywellnessproject,

withdisplaysonthe localWhittingham

Asylumbranchbringinga focuson the

historyofmentalhealth treatment in

England.Anew interactiveexhibiton

the line’sTPOcarriagewill highlight the

importanceofcommunicationand

reachingout toothers.

ChairmanDaveWatkins said:“The

muralsare thenumberone thing

reallybecause theyare sogoodandso

unusual.”

!Pictures suppliedby theRibble

SteamRailway.

The first twomuralpanelsdepictRocketand Lionon theLiverpool&Manchester

Railway.RSR

Left andbelow:

The last twopanels

in the timeline

portrayClass 40

D216at thenorth

endofPreston’s

original Platform5,

about todepart for

Carlisle, andClass

AL6/2ACelectric

No. 86212Preston

Guild in InterCity

Swallow livery.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 99



The first vehiclemoved into thenewKirbyMisperton covered restoration facilitynearPickeringwas1921-builtNERNo. 22118onMay8. RODNEY TOWERS

Above: TheLNER

CoachAssociation’s

GresleyTKNo. 23896at

KirbyMispertonafter

beingbrought from

Spennymoorbyheavy

load rail specialist Reid

Freight Services on

June10.RODNEY TOWERS

Above:Movementsall

complete. Three coaches

in theKirbyMisperton

shedon June11–NER

No. 22118,GresleyTK

No. 23896andThompson

CLNo. 88339.

RODNEY TOWERS

Left:Grease-coatedplates

wereused in the transfer

process for sliding this

coachacross theKirby

Misperton shedand into

position. RODNEY TOWERS

Right: Thenewcarriage

shedextensionat

Embsay, part-fundedby

theLNERCA, is nearing

completion. EBASR
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LNER Coach Association gets
first stock into its new shed
ASa follow-up to theNews item in issue280on the

great strides theLNERCoachAssociationhasmade in

theacquisitionofnew facilities, these recentpictures

highlight its new facilities atKirbyMispertonon the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailwayandat Embsayon the

Embsay&BoltonAbbeySteamRailway.

Asanyonewithknowledgeof and interest in the

preservationof railwaycoacheswill know, theneed for

and theavailabilityofundercover lock-up facilitieswill

alwaysbeparamount to the successof any restoration

or conservationproject.

This third500mextension to theEmbsaycarriage

shed isnearly finished,withcompletionexpected

aboutmid-year.TheLNERCAhaspart-funded this

extension, intowhich it plans tomove twovehicles

within thenext two to threemonths.

Donations towards thecompletionandsupportof

both thesenewfacility initiatives are invited–with

theencouragementof ananonymousdonorwhowill

generouslymatchpound forpoundanydonations.

LNERCAwishes toapologise for its error in the

bank sort codeaspublished in issue280. Thecorrect

LNERCAsort code is 30-63-64 forAccountNo.

27410460and thematched fundingdatewill nowbe

extendedanothermonth.

RodneyTowers,

member, LNERCA
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Mike Heath provides a taste of his recently published book Railways & Recollections:
The Stately Trains Collection. Illustrated by more than 250 photos, it profiles the
collection’s beautiful carriages, exploring their incredible stories from construction
through working life to withdrawal from service and subsequent rescue and restoration.

B
ased at the Embsay & Bolton Abbey
Steam Railway in West Yorkshire,
Stately Trains was born out of one man’s

passion for vintage carriages.
Stephen Middleton was raised in a railway

family. His father, mother and grandfathers
all worked for railway companies from pre-
grouping through to the British Railways.
His father had a first class pass for rail travel,
thus it is no surprise that Middleton junior
experienced regular luxury travel on East Coast
Pullmans between Yorkshire and London.

At the age of five, he longed to be a steward
working on the Pullman cars. Fate took him
in a different direction, but that yearning did
not leave him and in 1992, after seeing an
advertisement in a railway magazine,
his enthusiasm for railway carriages was
re-kindled.

Discovery
The advertisement drew his attention to an
unrestored Great Eastern Railway carriage
(No. 14) which coincidentally had been used

as the district engineer’s saloon at Ipswich
where his grandfather was station master
and his father started work on the railway.
He made a successful bid and embarked on
a restoration journey that was to create a
collection of historically significant pre-1914
luxury carriages.
These further restorations have included a

first class saloon built for the Great North of
Scotland Railway in 1894 and three directors’
saloons, one built for the Lancashire &
Yorkshire Railway in 1906, one for the London

SUSTAINABLY VINTAGE!

GERNo. 14 in the ‘HomeSiding’ at Ipswichby the tunnelmouth. This

wouldhavebeena familiar sight toStephen’s father andgrandparents

during theirworking career. STEPHENMIDDLETON / KEN LEIGHTON

Within12monthsof StephenpurchasingGERcoachNo. 37 in1998, around£15,000had

beenspentona soundbut speedy restorationoutdoors in the cornerof aHarrogate

stable’s carpark.Mostof themoneywentonhiring specialist contractors to replace

70%of the rotten frame.Certainly, this carriagewouldhavebeenconsideredbeyond

economic ‘traditional restoration’ but Stephen’s realistic approachmeans that it is now in

a condition thatwill guaranteemanyyears’ use. STEPHENMIDDLETON

Ninteenth century
splendouron theNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailway
with theFurnessRailway

Trust’s 0-4-0No. 20,
whichdates from1863
haulingGERcarriages

Nos. 14and37. The
train is approaching

Newbridgeon itsway
fromPickering to

Levisham inOctober
2000.MIKE HEATH

BOOK PREVIEW
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&NorthWestern Railway in 1913 and one
for the Great Eastern Railway, which dates
from 1911.
In addition to GER No. 14 referred to

previously, a family saloon built for the GER in
1897 and believed to have been used by Queen
Victoria’s granddaughter, Princess Alice, has
also been acquired and brought back into use.

Fleet
That royal connection has been reinforced
by what is considered to be the ‘jewel in the
crown’ of the collection in the form of a
carriage that was constructed specifically for
Queen Victoria’s Royal Train in 1885 and later
converted for her personal use during her
Golden Jubilee celebrations in 1887.
Still under restoration are another GER

family saloon dating from 1877 that was later
to be converted for the use of Edward, Prince
of Wales and a coach which, when completed,
will be the oldest operational Pullman carriage
in the world.
In the midst of gathering this stock together,

Stephen and his team have also restored an
0-6-0 saddle tank locomotive – Illingworth –
built in 1916, which has during its long career,
helped the war effort in both the first and
second world wars.
As a ‘sideline’ Stephen purchased the

grounded body of the North Eastern Railway
1903 built Autocar’ No. 3170 and set up a

charitable trust. With volunteers and help
from funding bodies and railway companies,
the trust restored it and the accompanying
auto coach to operational condition. This is
a true pioneer, being the first railcar in the
world to use internal combustion to drive
a generator, which in turn powered electric
traction motors.
The team’s superb restoration of Autocar

No. 3170 earned it the Rail Express-
sponsored Modern Traction Award, plus
the Manisty Award – one of the heritage rail
industry’s most prestigious awards – which
acknowledges an outstanding contribution to
railway preservation at the Heritage Railway
Association’s 2019 awards.
The quality of these restorations is clear to

see for those lucky enough to travel in them,
but what is not at all obvious is the state of each
carriage when Stephen took ownership.
For example, the Lancashire & Yorkshire

Railway’s directors’ saloon was being used as
a diesel parts store on a heritage line, while
the GER saloon had spent 10 years open to the
elements minus its roof and side cladding. The
beautiful Victorian coach had been the marital
home of one couple for over 55 years, while the
Pullman carriage was one of two around which
a timber framed bungalow was constructed in
1920 and then stood for over 60 years.
Each piece in the collection has thus had

a fascinating history from its construction

through its working life and on into
preservation. Along the way Stephen has
collected many photographs and much
information/memorabilia to complete their
stories and these have formed the basis for
the book.

Operations
The carriages, which have at times visited
other railways and featured in many television,
film and theatre productions, are in the main
based at Embsay and Covid-19 restrictions
permitting, are due to see regular service
with Vintage Trains days and Cream
Tea specials featuring in the line’s 2021
events programme. Prospective visitors
should check the railway’s website www.
embsayboltonabbeyrailway.org.uk for updates,
details and ticket availability.

The restored interiorofGERNo. 37.MIKE HEATH

! Railways &
Recollections:
The Stately Trains
Collection, an
80 page softback
priced at £10, is
available from the
publisher atwww.
mortonsbooks.
co.uk or by telephoning 01507 529529.

GERNo. 63had thehonourof representingStately Trains inCanadaaspart of TheRailwayChildren theatre

production,whichhadbeen shippedacrossAtlantic. Apurpose-built theatrewith1000 seatswas constructed

inToronto’sRoundhouseParkbeneath theCNTowerandnext to theRogersCentrewhich standson the

former railway lands. The ‘Roundhouse’ is apreserved locomotive roundhousewhich ishome to theToronto

RailwayMuseum.Betweenperformances LSWRT34-4-0 locomotiveNo. 563 (nowunderoverhaul at theFlour

Mill for theSwanageRailway) and theGERcarriagewereposedon the large turntable. STEPHENMIDDLETON

StephenandhiswifeQiuyingarepictured in the

opulent saloonofQueenVictoria’s carriage, an

experience they invite you to shareduringavisit

to theEmbsay&BoltonAbbeySteamRailway.

MIKE HEATH

A former Lancashire&YorkshireRailway locomotive tovisit theEmbsay&BoltonAbbeySteamRailway

was the ‘A’ C lass/Class 27No. 1300 (LMSNo.12322,BRNo.52322). Theopportunity topair theL&Ycoachand

locomotivewasnot tobemissedwith the twoseparatedbyStephen’s three sixwheelers in this imageof a

vintage trainpullingaway fromHolywellHalt onMay5, 2014.MIKE HEATH

OnSeptember12, 2020, havingbeenwithdrawn

fromservice in2019, the superbly refurbishedLNWR

director’s saloonNo. 5318emerged fromtheworks

in2020 to take itsplaceon thepost-lockdowntrains.

Deliciousafternoon teaswere servedonselected

services.MIKE HEATH
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UP & RUNNING

YOUR ESSENTIAL GUIDETO

OPERATIONAL HERITAGE LINES AND MUSEUMS

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum
2ft gauge, ¼mile.

Arundel, West Sussex.

Tel: 01798 831370.

Open:Wed-Sun.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles.

Sheffield Park,

East Sussex, TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Running: July 9-25, 28, 30/31, August 1,

4, 6-8.

Bredgar&Wormshill Light
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Tel: 01622 884254.

Open: TBA.

ChathamHistoric Dockyard
Standard gauge, onemile.

Chatham, Kent. Tel: 01634 820800.

Open: Daily – railway running July 24/25.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Shepherdswell, Kent.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Running: Suns.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles.

Running: Daily until September.

ExburyGardens Railway
12¼in gauge, 1½miles.

Exbury, Southampton.

Tel: 023 8089 1203.

Running: Daily until October 31.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Tel: 07775 696912.

Running: TBA.

Hollycombe Steam in the
Country
2ft gauge, 1½miles.

Liphook, Hants.

Tel: 01428 724900.

Reopening planned for July 25

– dates TBA.

Isle ofWight SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Running: Daily throughout July

and August.

Kent& East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles.

Tenterden, Kent.

Tel: 01580 765155.

Running: Tues-Thurs andW/Es in July,

daily in August.

Lavender Line
Standard gauge, onemile.

Isfield, East Sussex.

Tel: 01825 750515.

Running: Reopening planned

August 29/30.

Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles,

footplate experience,

wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Running: July 10/11, 13-15, then daily

from July 17 through August.

Mizens Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile.

Woking, Surrey.

Tel: 07962 400922.

Running: TBA.

OldKiln Light Railway
2ft gauge, ¾mile.

Farnham, Surrey.

Running: W/Es.

Romney, Hythe&
Dymchurch Railway
15in gauge, 13½miles.

New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Daily until July 18, then dates

TBA.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: W/Es, daily in school holidays.

Sittingbourne&Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾miles.

Sittingbourne, Kent. Tel: 01795 424899.

Running: TBA.

SpaValley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

TunbridgeWells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 300141.

Running:W/Es.

Volk’s Electric Railway
2ft 8½in gauge, onemile.

Brighton.

Running: Daily.

SOUTHWEST
AvonValley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 5538.

Running: W/Es (diesel Sats, steam Suns)

plusWeds in summer holidays (planned).

Bodmin&Wenford Railway
Standard gauge, 6½miles,

Bodmin, Cornwall.

Tel: 01208 73555.

Running: Tues-Thurs and Suns.

Dartmouth SteamRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles,

wine and dine.

Paignton, Devon.

Tel: 01803 555872.

Running: Daily.

DevonRailway Centre
2ft gauge, ½mile. Bickleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01884 855671.

Running:Weds-Suns in July.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Cranmore, Somerset.

Tel: 01749 880417.

Running:W/Es andWeds, also Thurs from

July 22.

Helston Railway
Standard gauge, 1¼miles.

Helston, Cornwall.

Tel: 07901 977 597.

Running:Weds/Thurs from July 7.

LappaValley Railway
7¼in, 10¼ and 15in gauge, onemile.

Newquay, Cornwall.

Tel: 01872 510317.

Running: Daily.

Launceston SteamRailway
2ft gauge, twomiles. Launceston,

Cornwall.

Tel: 01566 775665.

Running: TBA.

Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile. Woody Bay,

North Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.

Running: Tues-Thurs andW/Es, then daily

from July 27 through August.

UP & RUNNING

GWR42XX2-8-0TNo. 4270
inDixton cuttingon the
GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railwaywitha train for
BroadwayonApril 13.
IAN CROWDER

GWR64XX0-6-0PTNo. 6435at theBodmin&WenfordRailway’s ColesloggettHalt. JASON ELLWAY
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Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile. Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running: Daily until mid-September.

NorthDorset Railway
Standard gauge, 1200ft.

Shillingstone, Blandford Forum, Dorset.

Tel: 01258 860696.

Open:Weds andW/Es.

PlymValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

MarshMills, Plymouth.

Tel: 01752 345078.

Running: July 11, 18, 25 and 31.

Seaton Tramway
2ft 9in gauge, threemiles.

Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon.

Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Daily.

Somerset &Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Midsomer Norton station,

Silver Street, BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221

Running: July 11, 18, 24/25, 28, August

1, 4, 7/8.

SouthDevonRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles.

Buckfastleigh, Devon.

Tel: 01364 644370.

Running: Daily until Oct 31.

SwanageRailway
Standard gauge, six miles.

Swanage, Dorset.

Tel: 01929 425800.

Running: Daily until Sept 30.

Swindon&Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: July dates TBA.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20 miles.

Minehead, Somerset.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Running: July 10/11, 13/14, 16-18, 20-22,

24/25, 27-29, 31/Aug 1, 3-5, 7/8.

Yeovil Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¾ mile.

Yeovil Junction station, Somerset.

Tel: 01935 410420.

Running: TBA.

EAST ANGLIA
BressinghamSteamMuseum
Narrow and standard gauge, one mile.

Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900.

Running: Daily, steamWeds-Suns.

Bure Valley Railway
15in gauge, nine miles.

Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Daily July-Sept.

Colne Valley Railway
Standard gauge, ¾ mile,

footplate experience.

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: July 11 and 18 (diesel) then

Weds and Suns from July 28 (steam).

East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Wakes Colne, Essex. Tel: 01206 242524.

Running: diesel gala July 18; steam July

24,25, August 1,8,15,22, openW/E,Weds

from July 28.

FerryMeadowsRailway
10¼in gauge, ½mile.

Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01733 398 889.

Running: Daily July and August.

Mangapps RailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ¾mile.

Near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.

Tel: 01621 784898.

Open:W/Es andWeds.

Mid-Norfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 11½miles.

Dereham, Norfolk. Tel: 01362 851723.

Running: July 10/11, 14/15, 17/18, 21/22,

24/25, 28/29, August 1, 4/5, 7/8.

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Brockford, Suffolk. Tel: 01449 766899.

Running: Suns.

NeneValley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles.

Wansford, Peterborough, Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444.

Running: July 10/11, other dates TBA.

NorthNorfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.

Sheringham, Norfolk, NR26 8RA.

Tel: 01263 820800.

Running: Daily.

Wells &WalsinghamRailway
10¼in gauge, four miles.

Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.

Tel: 01328 711630.

Running: Daily.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Reepham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01603 871694.

Open: Daily.

Running: Diesel W/Es,

steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Quainton Road, Bucks.

Tel: 01296 655720

Running: Suns, Day OutWith Thomas

July 24-26.

Chinnor&Princes
RisboroughRailway
Standard gauge,

3½miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 07979 055366

Running: July 11, 18, 25, August 8.

Cholsey&Wallingford
Railway
Standard gauge, 2½miles.

Wallingford, Oxon.

Tel: 01491 835067

Running: July 9-11, 18, 25,

August 5, 7/8.
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Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Running:W/Es andWeds, also Thurs in

school holidays.

EppingOngar Railway
Standard gauge, six miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200.

Running:W/Es in July, Fris-Suns from July

30 through August.

Hampton & Kempton
Waterworks Railway
2ft gauge.

Hanworth, Middlesex.

Tel: 07511 730782 or 01932 765328.

Running: Every Sunday

until November.

LeightonBuzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, threemiles.

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888

Running: July 11 then TBC.

LondonMuseumofWater &
Steam
2ft gauge, 400 yards.

Brentford, London.

Tel: 0208 568 4757.

Open:W/Es.

MIDLANDS
Abbey Pumping Station
2ft gauge, ¼mile.

Corporation Road,

Leicester, LE4 5PX.

Tel: 0116 299 5111.

Open: TBA.

Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.

Tel: 01889 271337.

Running:W/Es, alsoWeds from July 21.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,

Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running:W/Es.

BarrowHill Roundhouse
Standard gauge.

Barrow Hill,

near Chesterfield.

Tel: 01246 475554.

Open: July 10/11.

Battlefield Line
Standard gauge, fivemiles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754.

Running: July dates TBA.

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Walsall, West Midlands.

Tel: 01543 452623.

Running: W/Es, plusWeds from July 28.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Cheddleton, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 360522.

Running: Tues/Weds and

W/Es, plus ‘Bombay Express’ July 16 and

30, August 6 and 20.

Crich Tramway Village
Standard gauge, one mile.

Crich, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01773 854 321

Open: Sats to Thurs until July 15, then

daily July 17 to September 5.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles.

Norchard, Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840.

Running: W/Es, Weds.

EcclesbourneValley Railway
Standard gauge, ninemiles.

Wirksworth, Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: Tues and Thurs-Suns.

EveshamVale Railway
15in gauge, 1¼miles.

A46 north of Evesham,Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: W/Es then daily from July 22.

Foxfield Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles. Blythe Bridge,

Staffs.

Tel: 01782 396210.

Running: Suns in July, W/Es andWeds in

August.

GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 15miles.

Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs in July, full

service from July 28.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Loughborough, Leics, LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323.

Running: W/Es and selectedweekdays

from June 26.

Great Central Railway
Nottingham
Standard gauge, 10miles.

Ruddington, Notts.

Tel: 0115 940 5705.

Open: July 10/11, 18.

Running: TBA

Northampton&
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: Suns.

Northamptonshire Ironstone
Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Hunsbury Hill,

Northampton.

Tel: 01604 702031.

Running: TBA.

NorthGloucestershire
Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway,

Toddington.

Running: TBA.

PeakRail
Standard gauge, four miles.

Matlock, Derbyshire.

GWR5101Class2-6-2TNo. 4144approachesLongueville Junctionon theNeneValleyRailwaywitha train forPeterborough

onJune19. TheCollett locomotive is on loan to theNVR this season fromtheGreatWesternSociety,which celebrates its

60thanniversary this year (see featureonpage74). TOBY JENNINGS

Beamish
County Durham.
The Living Museum of the North.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0191 370 4000.

Coleford GWRMuseum
Coleford, Gloucestershire.
Open: Fris and Sats.
Tel: 01594 832032/833569.

Crewe Heritage Centre
Vernon Way, Crewe.
Open: W/Es and BHs.
Tel: 01270 212130.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Tues-Sun.
Tel: 01325 405060.

Leeds Industrial Museum
Armley Mills, Leeds.
Open: Tues-Suns.
Tel: 0113 378 2097.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham. Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.

Manchester Museum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns in term time, daily in
school holidays.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 033 0058 0058.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks.
Open: Carriage Works daily, Engine Shed
W/Es.
Tel: 01535 690739 or 01535 680425.

RailworldWildlife Haven
Peterborough.
Open: TBA.
Tel: 01733 344420.

RiversideMuseum
Glasgow.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0141 287 2720.

STEAM -Museum of the GWR
Swindon.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466637.

TivertonMuseum
Tiverton, Devon.
Open: Thurs-Sats.
Tel: 01884 256295.

West Cumberland Railway
Museum
St Bees, Cumbria.
Open one week per month or by
appointment for special interest groups
– contact petergrooke@btinternet.com

Ulster Folk & Transport Museum
Cultra, Co. Down.
Open: TBA.
Tel: +44 (0)28 9042 8428.

RailwayMuseums
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Tel: 01629 580381.

Running: July 10/11, 13/14, 17/18; other

dates TBA.

Perrygrove Railway
15in gauge.

B4228, Coleford,

Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running:W/Es, Tues, Thurs then daily

from July 20.

Rocks by Rail
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Cottesmore, Rutland.

Tel: 07974 171068.

Open: August 1, 15, 29/30.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles.

Leek, Staffs.

Tel: 01538 269948.

Running: Fri-Sun then daily from July 19

through August.

Rushden TransportMuseum
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Rushden, Northants.

Tel 0300 3023 150.

Open: Station bar openWeds-Suns,

railway TBA.

SevernValley Railway
Standard gauge, 16miles.

Kidderminster, Worcs,

DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Running: July 10/11, 13-15, then daily

from July 17.

Statfold Barn Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Tamworth, Staffs

B79 0BU.

Tel: 01827 830389.

Running: July 10/11, 18, 27-29, August

4-6, 8, 10-12, 17-20, 23-27.

Tanat Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Nantmawr, Shropshire.

Tel: 01691 780042.

Open: July 24/25 (James Bond event).

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12miles.

Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 0333 320 2830.

Running:Wed-Sun until September 26,

plus August 30.

Great LaxeyMine Railway
19in gauge, ¼mile.

Laxey, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 862007/670386.

Running: Sats until end of September.

Groudle Glen Railway
2ft gauge, ¾mile.

Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 670453.

Running: Suns &Weds in July and

August.

Heaton Park Tramway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Manchester.

Tel: 0161 740 1919.

Running: August 7.

Isle ofMan SteamRailway
3ft gauge, 15½miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 662525.

Running: Fris-Suns to July 18, other dates

TBA.

Lakeside&Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

Near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594.

Running: TBA.

Manx Electric Railway
3ft gauge, 17miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.

Tel: 01624 697473.

Running: Fris-Suns to July 18,

other dates TBA.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
15in gauge, sevenmiles.

Ravenglass, Cumbria.

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Daily until Oct 31.

Ribble SteamRailway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Preston, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 728800.

Running: Sats July and August.

ThrelkeldQuarry&Mining
Museum
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Threlkeld, Cumbria.

Tel: 01768 779747.

Running: Tues-Suns (diesel), steamdaily

in school holidays.

West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge.

Hesketh Bank, Lancs.

Tel: 01772 815881.

Running: Suns and B/Hs until

November 7 plusWeds in August.

NORTH EAST
AlnValley Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Alnwick, Northumberland.

Tel: 0300 030 3311.

Running: W/Es, alsoWeds in August.

Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15miles.

British Steel Steelworks,

Scunthorpe.

Tel: 07889 297271.

Running: TBA.

Bowes Railway
Standard gauge, 1¾miles.

Springwell, Tyne &Wear.

Tel: 07850 916484.

Running: TBA.

Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
15in gauge, twomiles.

Cleethorpes, North East Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01472 604657.

Running: Daily until end

of September.

Derwent Valley Light Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Murton, near York.

Tel: 01904 489966.

Running: Demonstration freights

& shunting Suns & B/Hs,

passenger trains TBA.

Embsay&BoltonAbbey
SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Embsay, North Yorks.

Tel: 01756 795189.

Running: Sats-Tues until July 25,

then daily July 27-August 31.

Heatherslaw Light Railway
15in gauge, twomiles.

Ford Forge, Northumberland.

Tel: 01890 820244.

Running: Daily

Keighley&WorthValley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,

footplate experience, wine and dine.

Haworth, West Yorks, BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Running:Weds-Suns until July 25, then

W/Es to August 22 plus other dates TBA.

Kirklees Light Railway
15in gauge, four miles.

Huddersfield, West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: July 10/11, then daily from July

17 through August.

Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway
2ft gauge.

Skegness, Lincs. Tel: 07407 500884.

Running: Weds and Sats late July to early

September (TBA – reopening planned

July 24).

LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Ludborough, Lincolnshire.

Tel: 01507 363881.

Running: Suns in July and Sat 31, Suns

andWeds to August 18, then August

21/22 and 28-30.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Hunslet, Leeds.

Tel: 0845 680 1758.

Running: TBA.

North Bay Railway
20in gauge, 7⁄8 mile.

Scarborough, North Yorks. Tel: 01723

368791.

Running: Daily until end of October.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

North Shields.

Tel: 0191 277 7135.

Running: Suns, B/HMondays, and Thurs

during school holidays. 30th Anniversary

Gala July 9-11.

North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles.

Grosmont, North Yorks.

Tel: 01751 472508.

Running: Daily.

South Tynedale Railway
2ft gauge, 4¾miles.

Alston, Cumbria. Tel: 01434 338212.

Running:W/Es & B/Hs July 3 to end of

October.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.

Near Gateshead, Tyne andWear.

Tel: 07508 092365.

Running: July 11, other dates TBA.

Weardale Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles.

Stanhope, Co. Durham.

Running: Reopening summer TBA.

Wensleydale Railway
Standard gauge, 22miles.

Leeming Bar, North Yorkshire.

Tel: 01677 425805.

Open:Weds &W/Es until July 25, then

Tues-Suns through August.

Maunsell S154-6-0No. 825under the coalingplant atGrosmont shed,being

prepared for its day’sworkon theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway.

CHARLOTTE GRAHAM
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YorkshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1,000ft.

Fimber, East Yorkshire.

Tel: 01377 338053.

Open: Suns & B/Hs until September 26.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½miles.

Llanuwchllyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01678 540666.

Running: Daily July & August.

Barry Tourist Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Barry, Vale of Glamorgan.

Tel 01446 748816.

Running: July 10/11, 17/18, 24 (steam

Sats, diesel Suns).

BreconMountain Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, five miles.

Pant, Mid-Glamorgan.

Tel: 01685 722988.

Running: July reopening TBA.

ConwyValley Railway
Museum
7¼in and 15in gauge, ¾mile.

Betws-y-Coed station, Conwy.

Tel: 01690 710568.

Open: Daily.

Corris Railway
2ft 3in gauge, ¾mile.

Corris, near Machynlleth.

Tel: 01654 761701.

Running: Suns.

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, twomiles.

Fairbourne, Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.

Running:W/Es & Tues-Thurs, then daily

from July 20.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½miles.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Daily until July 23, other dates

TBA.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Bronwydd Arms,

Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 01267 238213.

Running: TBA.

Llanberis Lake Railway
2ft gauge, three miles.

Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870549.

Running: Sats-Thurs, then daily from

July 17.

Llanelli &MynyddMawr
Railway
Standard gauge, ¼ mile.

Cynheidre, Carmarthenshire.

Tel: 07956 082305.

Running: TBA.

Pontypool & Blaenavon
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Tel: 01495 792263.

Running: TBA.

RhylMiniature Railway
15in gauge.

Rhyl, North Wales.

Tel: 01352 759109.

Running: W/Es and Fris until July 16 then

daily until end of August.

SnowdonMountain Railway
800mmgauge, 4½miles.

Llanberis, Gwynedd. Tel: 01286 870223.

Running: Daily until end of October

(diesel only).

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles.

Tywyn, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01654 710472.

Running: Daily.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Henllan, Ceredigion, SA44 5TD.

Tel: 01559 371077.

Running: W/Es.

Vale of Rheidol Railway
1ft 11¾in gauge, 12miles.

Aberystwyth, Ceredigion.

Tel: 01970 625819.

Running: Daily until end of October.

WelshHighlandHeritage
Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Porthmadog, Gwynedd.

Tel: 01766 513402.

Running: Weds, Thurs and Sats to July 15,

then TBA.

WelshHighlandRailway
2ft gauge, 26miles.

Caernarfon, Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.

Running: Sats & Tues-Thurs until July 22,

other dates TBA.

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles.

Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.

Tel: 01938 810441.

Running: W/Es and Tues-Thurs to July 22,

then TBA.

SCOTLAND
Bo’ness&Kinneil Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Bo’ness, West Lothian.

Tel: 01506 825855.

Running: Sats, Suns, Tues andWeds in

July and August.

Caledonian Railway
Standard gauge, four miles.

Brechin, Angus.

Tel: 01356 622992.

Running: Reopening TBA.

LathalmondRailwayMuseum
Standard gauge, ½mile.

Scottish Vintage BusMuseum,

Lathalmond,

nr Dunfermline.

Tel: 07379 914801.

Running: Suns June-October.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles.

Aviemore, Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Running: Daily.

IRELAND
Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland
5ft 3in gauge.

Whitehead, Co. Antrim.

Tel: +44 28 9358 6200.

Open: Museumopen Thurs to Sat.

Running:W/Es July and August.

Robert Stephenson&Hawthorns0-4-0STNo. 15EustaceForth leavesDarleyDalewith the2.24pmtrain fromRowsley toMatlock,withClass 44 ‘Peak’D8Penyghent

on the rear, duringPeakRail’s secondweekendofoperationafter reopening.ALISTAIR GRIEVE

The details in this list were correct

at the timeof going to press.We

strongly advise that you confirm

detailswith the venue concerned.

Pre-booking is often essential.

TBA=ToBeAnnounced
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STAY A WHILE

NORTH NORFOLK

COTSWOLDS

WEST SOMERSET

KENT AND EAST SUSSEX

SCOTLANDFFESTINIOG/WHR
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EXPRESS GOODS
Contact Craig Amess on 01507 529537 • camess@mortons.co.ukCLASSIFIED
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BOOKS

BOOKS

BUILDINGS

EVENTS
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WEB DIRECTORY

DVD
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RAILWAYANA WANTED



Issue283outAug6
NEXT ISSUE PLUS PRE-ORDER

ISSUE 283ANEWGWRBRANCH TERMINUS
As the Cholsey &Wallingford Railway commissions
the rebuiltMaidenhead canopy,we find out about
this growing railway’s plans to recreate aGreat
Western branch line.

Noneed topop to the shops in four
weeks’ time... simply order your next
HR frommrtns.uk/pre-order-hr
or call01507529529.

SCANME WITH YOUR
PHONE CAMERA!

Keeping the spirit of Horwich
Works alive – the East Lancashire
Railway’s plans for amajor new
development at Bury.

DERBYSHIRE Police doghandlers and

their searchdogshavebeenusing

CrichTramwayVillagenearMatlock as a

trainingground.

The handlers are first assessed for

their ability before being trained to

handle dogs.

The dogs typically spend around

two weeks with their handler before

undertaking a search course of six

weeks.

The dogs live with their handlers

and will often serve for eight to 10

years in the police force, depending

on the breed and agility of the dog.

Asked why Crich provided a

good training ground, PC Dean

Allen said: “It is a live venue with

people around and plenty of places

to search. It is a recreation of the

real world.”

Springer spaniels are known for

their intelligence and for being

alert, attentive and active, so it is

no surprise that Indy, the two-

year-old brown and white Springer

spaniel and Ziggy, the 2½-year-old

brown Sprocker spaniel, have just

Another ‘Black Five’ gets the bird
OUR feathered friends seemtohave

takena liking toStanier’s finest. In last

issue’sNext Stop,we reportedhow

‘BlackFive’No. 45305was temporarily

unavailable for traffic at theGreatCentral

Railwaybecauseablackbirdwasnesting

in its cab.

Now one of the restoration jobs on

an ex-Barry scrapyard classmate has

had to stop for similar reasons.

The British Enginemen Steam

Preservation Society is building a new

smokebox for No. 45293 at the Colne

Valley Railway, and had got as far as

drilling and bolting in the door ring

when a swallowmade its nest inside.

Obviously, the occupants can’t be

disturbed by the deafening noise of

riveting the ring into place, so efforts

must be concentrated elsewhere

on the former Carlisle Upperby

locomotive until the birds fly the nest.

Another swallow – or probably the

same one – has been spotted inside

the neighbouring shed housing

classmate No. 45163.

If this avian trend continues,

railways could find themselves

attracting just as many ‘twitchers’as

they do ‘gricers’.

completed their courses with flying

colours, and will now be able to

search for drugs, cash, firearms

and ammunition.

The force also uses German, Dutch

and Belgian Shepherds for other

police activity.

The excitable pair posed for photos

with trainer PC Allen and handler PC

John Ashmore before going on to

undertake their important roles.

Crich marketing manager Amanda

Blair said: “Our exhibitions provide

a range of indoor areas, while the

WoodlandWalk is a challenging

outside search area.”

Lookingupwards into

thenewsmokebox

under construction for

‘BlackFive’No. 45293,

standingon its end

with the top sheeted

over, a swallowhas

built its nest on thebar

temporarilywelded

across thedoor ring.

BRITISH ENGINEMEN

STEAMPRESERVATION

SOCIETY

TrainerPCDeanAllenwith IndyandhandlerPC JohnAshmorewithZiggy.CTV

Barking up the
right tree at Crich
TramwayVillage

Winifredbeing loadedat thenewBala station site. JULIAN BIRLEY

CANYOUCAPTIONTHISQUARRYHUNSLETSHOT?

“WANT tobuyaQuarryHunslet?

Fell off thebackof a lorry.”

Actually, that’s notwhat’s

happening here at all – it’s Julian

Birley’s repatriated 0-4-0ST

Winifredbeing loaded at the

future site of the Bala Lake

Railway’s future terminus in Bala

itself, following its appearance at

the ReRailed event on June 12/13

promoting the line’s extension

plans, andwhich returned steam

to the town for the first time since

1965 (see pages 26/27).

It’s reminiscent of the days

when theQuarry Hunslets were

the staplemotive power for the

slate industry in NorthWales,

andwould be transferred up

and down to and fromgalleries

in the quarries via inclines even

steeper than this.We thought this

picturewasworthy of a caption

competition. A book or DVD

awaits the readerwho comes up

with thewittiest line.

Your lighter takes
If youhaveaquirkyphoto, tale, poemoranythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorToby Jenningson tjennings@mortons.co.uk

114 Heritagerailway.co.uk
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