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Now we must help
like never before
W

ITHBritain in the throesof itsworst crisis

since thedarkestdaysof theSecond

WorldWar, andcoronavirus rates reaching

anunprecedentedhigh in January, requiring the

impositionof a third lockdown, therehasyet emerged

muchcause forhope in the formof thedevelopment

anddistributionofmultiple vaccines.Thecontrol and

eradicationof thevirushas tobegivenundivided

prioritybyusall: only after it is defeatedcanweafford

ourselves the luxuryof assessing the long-term

collateral damage to thenation.

However, asHeritageRailwayAssociationchief

executiveSteveOates states inHeadlineNews

this issue, our sectormustprepare itself to restart

operationsas soonas the liftingof lockdown

restrictionspermit.Workingwithin theparameters

of theGovernmentguidelines,wemustdoall that

itspermissible to readyourselves for thatgreatday

whenever it comes.

Every reader canplayapart – fromsupportinga

chosen railwaybydonatingcashorperhapsbuying

goods fromanonline shop, tooffering toprovide

volunteer labourwhenconditionsallow.Many railways

successfully ran survival appeals, backed in several

casesbypublicgrant aid tohelpweather the2020

storm,butbeunderno illusions– if themoneyhas

not runoutnow, rest assured it is likely todoso in the

comingmonthsunless everyonepulls out every stop.

Seventyyears ago, agroupof volunteers tookover

theTalyllynRailwayandstarted theheritage railway

movement,whichproducedcountlesswonders in the

decades that followed.

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3

OPINION

Nowweneed toamassourmiracleworkers like

neverbefore:wemustnever foroneminuteallow

complacency to seeourproud landmarkachievements

pass intohistory.

HereatHeritageRailway,wewill happypublish

details of all survival initiatives andappealson request,

andkeepeveryoneupdatedwith the latest essential

news: subscribeonpages30-31andhaveyour copy

deliveredbypost.

Onadifferent tack, anewcampaigngroup is

rightlyhighlightinga serious renewed threat to

our railwayheritage, in the formof thehundredsof

long-redundantbridges, tunnels andother railway

structures thathavebeen inheritedby theHighways

Agency,which isnowtaking steps to reduce its

financial commitment to their careandmaintenance

byeradicatingmanyof them.

Wemust treadcarefullyhere. Structures thatbecame

obsolete, seemingly, forever, overnight,with theFifties

andSixties closureof routes that they served,maybe

consideredavital part of futureplans to convertold

trackbeds intocyclepaths–oreven reverseBeeching

and reopen railways.

What’smore,with thepassageof time,manyhave

becomehistorical artefacts in their own right, as vital

apartof local heritageas churches, statelyhomes,

castles, and soon, andamonument to thedayswhen

Britain led theworld in transport technology. Eachof

these structuresdeservesmulti-agencyconsideration

before thebulldozers are sent inandpartofourpast is

lost forever.

“Our sector must prepare itself to restart operations as
soon as the lifting of lockdown restrictions permit.”
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HEADLINE NEWS

HighwaysAgency eradicating historic bridges
ByRobinJones

ANEWcampaigngroup is fighting

plansbyHighways England todemolish

or infill hundredsof disused railway

structureswhich couldpotentially

begivena second life ingenerations

to come.

Following the abolition of BRB

(Residuary) Ltd on September 30,

2013, the Government agency

became responsible for managing

the Department for Transport’s

Historical Railways Estate (HRE), a

collection of around 3200 bridges,

tunnels and viaducts.

However six years ago, a Highways

England report made it clear that it

wished to progressively reduce its

liabilities to care andmaintain the

structures by knocking them down

or infilling.

The HRE’s budget is being increased

in order to reduce the artefacts in its

care by between 320 and 480 over

the next decade.

However, an alliance of engineers,

cycling campaigners and greenway

developers formed under the

banner of The HRE Group, claimed

that no assessment is beingmade

as to the strategic value of the

affected structures for future

transport provision – including

rail revival, heritage railway or

cyclepath use. The group has said

that attempts are beingmade to

infill most of the bridges under

permitted development powers to

prevent scrutiny through normal

planning processes.

Highways England has carried out

occasional bridge infilling projects

since it took over the HRE in 2013.

One of them, at Chilcompton in

Somerset, has blocked a future

extension on the Midsomer North-

based Somerset & Dorset Railway

Heritage Trust (SDRHT)’s line,

despite Mendip District Council’s

policy to protect the former trackbed.

SDRHT board member John Baxter

said: “We only heard about the plans

second-hand and not long before

permission was given to carry out

the works.We regarded this as a

serious oversight and we would have

submitted an objection if we had

received earlier notification. It has

always been our intention to rebuild

as much of the line towards Shepton

Mallet as possible.

“Our bridge inspector reported

that the structure had a fewminor

defects – the sort you would expect

of a bridge that was 140 years old –

but there was absolutely no safety

justification for what Highways

England was proposing.

Mission
“Their internal brief appears tobe

onewhere theconsultativeprocess is

simplynotwideenoughtoencompass

all thepeople thatmatter and toget

ridofevery liability theycanwithout

any thoughtwhatsoeverof the

consequences to rail, ramblingor

cyclingorganisations that could take

over the structures. It seems they’re

now intenton finishingoffwhatDr

Beechingstarted.”

The ongoing £13million first

phase includes the controversial

abandonment of the 1.4-mile

Queensbury Tunnel inWest Yorkshire,

which campaigners hoped to include

in a cycle link.

Bridge No. 25 in a cutting on

the trackbed of the line between

Cumbria’s EdenValley Railway and

the Stainmore Railway Company base

at Kirkby Stephen East station is also

faced with infilling – which would

prevent the two operations ever

joining up.

Two bridges in Alnwick,

Northumberland, are also set for

infilling, despite being on a proposed

trail. Inspection reports show both

bridges as having a low danger risk.

Others on the list are bridges 87

and 94 on the former Penrith to

Keswick line, for long the subject of a

local reopening campaign; a bridge

in Church Lane, Barcombe, which if

lost would stop any future southern

extension to the Bluebell Railway, and

bridge 55 on the closed Carmarthen

to Aberystwyth line, the loss of which

would impede any future restoration.

Rob Bell, who hosts Channel 5’s

showWalking Britain’s Lost Railways,

said: “Many of these structures may

well belong to big Government

agencies but, in truth, they belong

to communities around Britain

where they’ve stood for 150 years.

The voices and ideas of those

communities need to be heard.”

HRE Group spokesman Graeme

Bickerdike said: “There are no ‘urgent

safety grounds’and infilling is

entirely avoidable through a weight

restriction. This is routine asset

management activity which they are

pretending is urgent and a public

safety issue.”

The group has written to Chris

Heaton-Harris, the Minister of State

for Transport, asking for assurances

that “no HRE structures will be

demolished or infilled without

assessments first being undertaken

of each scheme’s impact on proposed

or potential reuses of the relevant

disused railway alignment and

that Jacobs/Highways England

will fully engage with normal

planning processes to ensure that all

proposals are subject to effective and

appropriate scrutiny in relation to

local development plans and policies,

and through consultation with local

rail and active travel groups”.

As we closed for press, nearly

5000 had signed a petition at www.

change.org/theHREgroup to save

the structures.

A Highways England spokesman

said: “Tomaintain the safety of

communities living near to HRE

structures, and the drivers who

use the roads that cross them, we

are planning to infill 115 bridges

and remove 15 structures over the

next five years. Most of the bridges

earmarked for infilling are over 100

years old and were never designed to

carry the weight of modern traffic.

Response
“Localhighwayauthoritieshave

responsibility for applyingweight

restrictions, closing the roads, or

restricting traffic.Around200of the

public roadbridgesmanagedby

HighwaysEngland/HREhave failed

theirmost recent structural assessment

(BD21)buthaven’t hadany restrictions

implemented.Therefore, ourplanned

infilling is the safest andmost

appropriateoptionandwillmaintain

access across the structure.

“Ten of the 15 removals are

abutments which had their bridge

span removed several decades ago

and no longer serve a purpose.

“We’ve contacted all local

authorities affected to advise them

of our plans and to see if they

have any use for the structures. In

addition, we have arranged for seven

structures to be transferred to local

authorities which aspire to use them

for cycle routes.

“We formally applied for planning

permission to infill the bridge at

Chilcompton and it was granted

by the planning authority, which

means that the route can’t have been

identified or protected as a future

walking or cycling route.

“Some of the structures we’ve

infilled retain the possibility of future

use as transport routes, including

three bridges in the Lake District and

one in East Ayrshire. Three of these

are included in the list referenced by

the HRE Group.”

Finishingwhat Beeching began

BridgeNo. 25on the trackbedof theNER’s EdenValley route inCumbriawhich, if

lostwouldprevent twoheritage linesoneday linking.MIKE THOMPSON

Oneof thebridgesonaproposedgreenwayatAlnwick inNorthumberland,which

are tobe infilleddespite local objections.HRE GROUP
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New Year’s Honour for Railway

Heritage Trust top man
ANDYSavage, executivedirectorof the

RailwayHeritageTrust,wasawarded

anOBE in theQueen’sNewYear’s

Honours List.

The honour was bestowed for

services to the railway industry

and heritage.

Before he joined the trust in 2010,

Andy, 68, was deputy chief inspector

of the Rail Accident Investigation

Branch (RAIB), following a long career

in railway civil engineering and, more

recently, contractor safety. Between

1970 and 1996, he worked for BR’s

civil engineering department, and

from 1996 until 2005 he worked at

GTRM/Carillion where he was director

of engineering and safety.

He has a long involvement in

railway heritage, and in the building

aspects of it. He has been associated

with the Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland

Railways since 1968, and held

various director roles there between

1973 and 2005 when he joined the

RAIB, and at one stage was deputy

chairman of the Ffestiniog Railway

worst station in the country. “The

trust shows that you can use historic

buildings on today’s railways,”he said.

Bluebell Railway volunteer

Joanne Monck, who works as an

independent adviser and global LGBT

advocate, has been awarded an OBE

for services to transgender equality.

Welshpool’s former town clerk

Robert Robinson, a volunteer

and director of theWelshpool &

Llanfair Light Railway, has been

awarded anMBE for “public and

voluntary service.”.

NewGrange
targets
September
steaming
WITHaccess to itsproject
atTyseleyLocomotive
Works (TLW)hamperedby
Covid-19restrictions, the6880
BettonGrangeSocietyhas
commissionedTLWtocomplete
theoutstandingworkonthe
new-buildGWRlocomotivewith
atargetdate for itsfirstpublic
steaming inSeptember.
Theboilerworkwas

completed inNovember and it is
now fitted into the frameswith
thenewsmokebox also inplace.
However,work is still needed

to complete the superheater
header and fit themain steam
pipes,workwhichwouldhave
been completed last year had
it not been for thepandemic.
Volunteerworkingparties have
been suspended since the initial
lockdown inMarch last year,
frustrating the efforts of Chris
Moore and the engineering
teamwith voluntarywork
limited topreparationof
components off-site.

Tasks
BytheendofJanuary, the
boilercladdingsheetswillhave
beenmovedfromstorageat
the locomotive’shomebase
atLlangollenanddeliveredto
TLWsotheycanbefitted.Other
outstandingwork includes
fittingout thecab,withgauges
andotherequipmentgradually
beingfittedtothefirebox
backheadplate.
Once volunteers are allowed

to return,workingpartieswill
recommence andpotentially
accelerate the finishdate.
Around£80,000ofwork

is estimated tobeneeded
to completeBettonGrange,
includingpainting the
locomotive andhired tender
inmatchingBR linedgreen.
Most of themoneyneeded to
complete thework is already
tohandorpledged, but funds
continue tobe raised tobring
No. 6880up tomain line
standards andalso tobuild a
newCollett 3500gallon tender
using the chassis recently
acquired fromTyseley,which
wasoncepart of thedepot’s
breakdowncrane.
➜Around£135,000 isstillneeded
torefurbishthechassis, along
withthewheels fromthetender
ofNo.5952CoganHall,aswellas
anewbody/tank. If youwould
like tohelp,visitwww.6880.co.uk

GWR2-6-2TNo. 5526emerges fromtheoccupationoverbridgeat LongCovert on theBattlefield Line,with the12pmex

ShackerstoneSanta special onDecember24. Theprairiehasbeenonhire fromtheSouthDevonRailway.GRAHAMNUTTALL

AndySavageOBE.

Bluebell Railway chairman resigns fromplcboard
CHRISHunford stooddownas
Bluebell Railwayplc chairmanand
locomotivedirector fromJanuary1.
Company secretary and former

plc chairmanGrahamFlight
has taken over as interimboard
chairman as a new leadership
structurewas provided at
short notice.

Steve Bigg (non-executive plc
director and acting chairman,
Bluebell Railway Preservation
Society), RoyWatts (acting society
vice-chairman) andVernon
Blackburn (chairman, Bluebell
RailwayTrust), will provide
strategic guidance and support as
part of their current roles.

The board recorded the railway’s
appreciation and thanks for the
way inwhich Chris had led the
organisation since taking over
as interim chairman in August
2019 and, in particular, during the
last ninemonthswhen it faced
difficulties never before seen in its
60 years.

Company. He remains an active

volunteer there, primarily working on

the electrical side.

A Fellow of the Institution of Civil

Engineers, the Chartered Institute

of Logistics and Transport, the

Institution of Railway Operators and

the PermanentWay Institution, of

which he was president from 2006 to

2008, he is also a Chartered Member

of the Institute of Occupational

Safety and Health.

Goals
The trust’s aimsare toassist the

operational railwaycompanies in the

preservationandupkeepof listed

buildingsandstructures, and in the

transferofnon-operationalpremises

andstructures tooutsidebodieswilling

toundertake their preservation.

Andy said that the trust’s greatest

achievement was the provision

of £500,000 for the £5million

improvement ofWakefield Kirkgate

station, which had deteriorate to

the point where it was labelled the



The chimneyhasbeen fitted to the£300,000 replicaof SharpStewart 3ft

gauge2-4-0TBlythwhich isbeingbuilt byNorthBayRailwayengineering

Services inDarlington for theSouthwoldRailway,with thehope itwill steam

this summer.NBRES

New chairmen and £147k
grant for Llangollen
THEWelshGovernmenthas awarded

£147,860 ingrant aid to the Llangollen

Railway from its Cultural Recover Fund.

Most of the grant is to be used to

pay for operational costs following the

loss of income from services during

the pandemic, and will also cover

restart costs.

The grant package comes with

clear stipulations as to how it can be

used, and so the recently-elected

railway plc board has moved to ensure

appropriate governance is in place.

Peter Edwards, the new plc

chairman, served as a school governor

for many years and has been an

active Llangollen volunteer since

2009, in the both the diesel group

and the signalling and telegraph

group, among other areas. He has

experience of working in public office

with governance responsibilities

not dissimilar to a charity trustee

and has knowledge of working with

the line from the perspective of a

locomotive owner.

Phil Coles has been appointed as

trust chairman. A signalman and a

signalling inspector and stationmaster

at Carrog, he also runs the group

restoring Glyndyfrdwy signalbox and

looking after Deeside and Carrog

’boxes. He is carrying out the electrical

installation at the new Corwen station,

and also undertook the electrical work

at Corwen East at no cost.

TomTaylor, who was instrumental

in securing the grant award,

will be assisting the boards on

managing its allocation and also

continuing to advise on future

funding opportunities.

The new composition of the plc

board is: Pete Edwards (chairman);

Paul Bailey (finance); John Bearne

(health and safety); Phil Coles (estates

and vice chairman); Bob Creasey

(company secretary); Bob Gordon

(estates); Andy Maxwell (engineering);

Maureen Theobald (HR); and Mike

Williams (operations).

The trust comprises Phil Coles

(chairman); Paul Bailey (fundraising);

Bob Creasey (company secretary); Pete

Edwards (governance); Phil Freeth

(finance); Bob Gordon (vice chairman),

Andy Maxwell (engineering); and

Maureen Theobald (volunteer liaison).

A plc statement said: “It is fair to say

the position of the plc is still precarious.

Themain focus of the board is tomove

the plc to a position of solvency and

tomake the necessary changes to the

business for profitability in both the

engineering activities and running of

passenger services.”

Linesmust aim for ‘instant’
post-lockdown restart
ByRobinJones

HERITAGE railwaysmustdotheirutmost

toensurethat theyare readytorestart

servicesassoonas lockdownends.

Government rules clearly state that

paid or voluntary work should be

carried out at homewherever possible

but, if not, paid staff and volunteers

can continue towork on site if the task

is considered“reasonably necessary.”

Heritage Railway Association chief

executive Steve Oates said:“Whenever

lockdown ends, ourmembers need to

be ready to go,managing visitors and

running services.

“To do that, locomotives and

rolling stock need to bemaintained

and overhauled. Track, lineside and

buildings have to bemaintained,

repaired and renewed, and kept

secure. Competence and fitness

standards need to bemaintained.

“Evenwhen a railway isn’t operating,

or open to the public, there’s a big

workload to handle, just tomaintain

the status quo. And railways and

tramways still need to think ahead to

future years. If work is needed now

to ensure trains and trams can run in

2022/23 and beyond, it still needs to

be programmed in.”

Many railways cancelled services

when they found themselvesmoved

into a higher tier before or during the

festive period, before the lockdown

for England announced by Prime

Minister Boris Johnson on January 4

brought the entire sector to a

standstill.

Activities
Steve said:“We’vebeendoinga

substantial amountofwork, analysing

the lockdownrules, and relating themto

all theactivities thatourmembersneed

toengage in, to stay functional.Our

members areunderstandably anxious

toensure they cankeep their businesses

ingoodshape,without risking the safety

of their staff, volunteers andmembersof

thepublic.

“We’ve looked very carefully at the

way the guidance and legislation

published by each of our four nations

impact on our sector.We’ve prepared

an analysis of the lockdown rules,

and a question and answer list which

guidesmembers on decidingwhat

is andwhat isn’t acceptable practice.

We’ve created a huge information

resource on the HRAwebsite www.

hra.uk.comwhich is being constantly

updated, almost in real time.

“We’re seeing a very responsible

approach across the board. Members

are taking their duty of care, and the

need to follow the law, very seriously

– evenwhere it conflicts with the

pressing needs of their railways.”

He said that inmany cases, grant-

funded projects have deadlines,

or milestones to bemet to ensure

continued funding. Business

administration continues regardless,

too, with tax returns, VAT accounting

and normal financial routines

continuing, and tomaximise business

potential when lockdown eventually

ends, railways need to stay in contact

with their public, maintaining

communications and preparing

their marketing programmes. “Work

doesn’t simply stop just because

you’ve closed the gates,”he added.

Steve said that Round 2 of the

Cultural Recovery Fund is now live for

England. “Heritage rail businesses can

apply for amounts between £25,000

and £3million, from a fund totalling

£250million, but they need tomove

fast. The closing date for applications

is noon on January 26.We’re now

pushing for Scotland,Wales and

Northern Ireland to follow suit with

their own recovery funds.

Challenges
“Ourmembershave takenabeating

over thepastninemonths, and the

challengescontinuewith thenew

lockdown,plus the threats toour coal

supplies (seeNews,pages18and19).

Themonths tocomearen’tgoing to

beeasy.”

However, he said: “I’m confident

that as soon as conditions permit,

our members will be among the first

to be back on their feet, delivering

unique value and the very special

delight that only heritage railways

can provide.”

THEBluebell Railway’s all-steel
ParlourThirdPullmanCarNo. 76,
whichwasnamedLilian inhonour
of the latewife of the line’s late
president, BernardHoldenMBE,
hasbeen sold to anunnamed
privatebuyer elsewherewithin
theheritage sector.
The car, which on July 9, 1967

was included in the last-ever

run of the ‘Bournemouth
Belle’and was later part of the
Bulmers of Hereford cider train,
andVenice-Simplon Orient
Express, was withdrawn from
passenger service in 2015
due to corrosion of the steel
structure and afterwards used
on a static basis to serve cream
teas.

Bluebell sells PullmanLilian
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Help the
Romney,Hythe
&Dymchurch
steamto its
centenary
IN AN all-out bid to recover from
a severe drop in income caused
byCovid-19 restrictions, the
Romney, Hythe&Dymchurch
Railway has launched a three-
pronged appeal to help it
survive to its centenary in 2027.
The railway, which found

itself in Tier 3 before Kent was
swiftly moved toTier 4 before
the latest lockdown, urgently
needs to raise £50,000 through
its winter works project which
includes tracklaying.
So far, £32,209 has

been raised at www.
justgiving.com/campaign/
romneyrailwayonthemarsh

Activities
TheHerculesVirtualMarathon,
namedafter Davey Paxman
4-8-2No. 5which hauled the
first train in July 1927, allows
participants of all ages and
abilities towalk or run 27
miles on their ownorwithin
socially-distanced small groups.
Thedistance canbe completed
indoors or outdoors and either
in onegoor divided into
smaller sessions.
Full details are at www.nice-

work.org.uk/virtual/Hercules
Thirdly, supporters are

invited to sponsor one of the
line’s fleet of more than 60
carriages for five years. General
manager DannyMartin said:
“A very important part of our
railway operation are the
magnificent fleet of coaches,
themajority of which have
been constructed in our own
workshops and continue to
bemaintained there. To do
this to the high standard
that is essential for their safe
operation and for the comfort
of our passengers, each
receives planned attention at
regular intervals.

Sponsorship
“To assist in the cost of this
we are looking for a donation
of £500 to cover five years
of regular care andwewill
recognise this by signageon
the endof the vehicle reflecting
your name: a greatway to show
your appreciation ofwhat our
dedicated teamundertakes and
great fun to spot‘your’coach
each time you visit.”

BRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92203BlackPrince climbsup towardsWeybourneon the first trainof thedaywithaNorthNorfolk

Railway festive special onDecember20. PETER FOSTER

‘Tattoo’ 0-4-2STNo. 7 is to star in thegalasatboth the

TalyllynandCorris railways.CR

Kerr Stuart steam locomotives to star in
Corris and Talyllyn anniversary galas
ByGarethEvans

ASERIESofspecial celebrations this

springtomarkthecentenaryofex-

CorrisandcurrentTalyllynRailway (TR)

locomotiveNo.4promises tobebigger

andbetter–withtheannouncement

thatmorerollingstock is tobe involved in

the festivities.

As previously reported, the first

celebrationwill be on the Corris

Railway (CR) over theMay 8/9 gala

weekendwhenNo. 4 will return to

its old haunts to work alongside

new-build sister, CR No. 7. Then at the

beginning of June both locomotives

will travel to theTRwhere a special

gala will be held on June 12/13.

It can nowbe revealed that a pair

of 2ft gauge steam locomotives

will attend theTR gala, while two

TR carriages will also visit the

CR for its gala to help provide

additional capacity.

In a celebration of No. 4’s builder,

the two visiting locomotives are Kerr

Stuarts – 0-4-0ST Stanhope from

the ApedaleValley Light Railway

and Amerton Railway-based 0-4-0T

Diana. Both spent part of their

working lives in the NorthWales slate

quarries and both are now preserved

in Staffordshire. During their visit

to Tywyn, theywill operate on

temporary 2ft gauge track in the yard

– building on the success of theTR’s

150th anniversary commemorations

in 2015when a similar arrangement

was in place.

The gala will alsomark the 70th

anniversary of the preservation

society (and that of the operational

heritage railway sector), 100 years of

No. 4 and 70 years since the arrival of

Nos. 3 and 4 at Tywyn.

“The challenges of how to get an

owner’s rep on the footplate are being

overcome,”TR general manager Stuart

Williams toldHeritage Railway. “There’s

a will on both railways to get it to

work as it’s going to be very special.

It’s great to see positive cooperation

between the two lines.”

Arrangements
CRSocietychairmanRichardHamilton-

Foynsaid:“WhenNo.4had its75th

birthday,celebrationswereheldatboth

theTRandCR, sowethought itwould

benicetodothesameagain.Therefore,

No.4 ismovingontotheCRandNo.7 to

theTR.Both lineswillberunningboth

locomotives foraperiod inMayandJune.

“We’ll be having a simple gala with

Nos. 4 and 7 at Corris.We’ll have a

train of original style CR carriages and

wagons – prettymuch as it would

have been in the 1920s.

“The CR carriages don’t lend

themselves to reasonable numbers

of passengers under Covid-secure

arrangements, so theTR has kindly

offered to lend us two open coaches

for the gala.We’ll then run two trains

– one of CR coaches behind No. 4

and twoTR carriages and a brakevan

behind No. 7.

“We hope also to have No. 23, our

latest full-scale replica CR bogie coach

running by the gala. That will give us

three full-size and one smaller replica

– which could see us running a four-

coach train – although only threewill

be in public use due to the length of

the platform at Corris. The fourthmay

run as a brake.”

Richard added:“We didn’t run

trains at all in 2020. Having reviewed

our potential operating procedures,

we’re now going through the risk

assessments. Rest assured, we do

feel we can run services this year,

providingwe have volunteers who

have been assessed as competent in

the revised processes.

“We plan to start our season as

normal at Easter, but this year it

could be early May –wewill await

Government guidance.”

Subject to Covid-19 restrictions,

other TR events planned for 2021

include an AwdryWeekend at the

end of August, whichwill include

TV personality TimDunn and Sodor

model railways.

Next stop: Tywyn.Kerr Stuart 0-4-0TDiana is seenat

PorthmadogHarbourwhen it joined the line-upat the

Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailways’Quirks&Curiosities

galaonApril 29, 2017.GARETH EVANS
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Collett carriages star in
snowy Severn Valley, until…
ByJohnTitlow

THESevernValleyRailway (SVR)pulled

out all the stops toensure its festive

serviceswentahead–only tobebeaten

by theGovernment’s tier system.

Before and after Christmas, serious

measures were undertaken by the

railway to reduce costs yet still

provide a three-train service.

Bookings were reduced so costs

were saved by shortening the nine-

coach trains to eight, using in-house

locomotives rather than paying

hire fees – plus the imaginative

idea of running ‘TheWanderer’

from Bridgnorth with four Great

Western carriages enabling the use of

1901-built Port Talbot Railway/GWR

0-6-0ST No. 813 for four days.

Such were the plans but the

Government and Covid-19 scuppered

all this when Shropshire and

Worcestershire went fromTier 2 to

the tougher Tier 3 on December 30.

TheWest Midlands conurbation

fromwhich the railway draws much

trade was already in Tier 4. Railway

officials responded immediately

and cancelled the last four days of

festive services, from December 31 to

January 3.

After the last steam in lights service

on December 23, the stock used

was run the morning afterwards

as empty coaching stock behind

Class 14 D9551 from Bridgnorth to

Kidderminster for stabling, while the

last of the Santa trains completed

their final rosters.

A three-train service ran

throughout the post-Christmas

period starting Boxing Day until

December 30, although services

were cancelled on December 29 due

to adverse weather and snow. A full

service operated the following day.

The timetable was similar to that

in November with twomorning

departures from Kidderminster, ‘The

Flyer’at 10.15am stopping at Highley

for the Engine House, followed at

11am by ‘TheWanderer’ running

through to Bridgnorth, all trains

stopping at Bewdley.

The most interesting and inventive

working was ‘The Adventurer’

departing Bridgnorth at 11amwith

four early Collett designed GWR

carriages. This train also ran a short

additional return working from

Kidderminster to Bewdley.

Magnificence
Resplendent in chocolateandcream,

the four Swindon-built coaches

areall ownedby theGreatWestern

(SVR)Associationandshowcarriage

restorationat itshighest.

Counting from the north behind

WR 0-6-0PT No. 1501 was No. 650,

an art deco Brake Third Open built

in 1940, followed by the newest,

No. 7284, a composite of 1941.

Third in the rake was recently-

restored No. 6045, a bow-end

Above:Heading the rakeof fourGWRCollett coaches, BRStandard4MT4-6-0No. 75069

crossesBewdleySouthViaductonDecember30. JOHN TITLOW

Right:With the first empty coaching fromHighley toArley for theSanta specials on

December19,BRStandard4MTNo.75069 crossesBorleViaduct. JOHN TITLOW

TheGWR813PreservationFund’s ex-Port TalbotRailway

0-6-0STNo. 813headsa test train comprising the fourGWR

Collett coachesonDecember17. JOHN TITLOW

NEWS



Composite of 1928 and the sole

survivor of the 21 built. Its entry into

traffic had been delayed by Covid-19,

with only the final touches being

done after the first lockdown ended

in July. This was its first outing and

marked around 60 years since it

carried fare-paying passengers.

Bringing up the rear was No. 9103,

a Nondescript Saloon of 1929,

which was the overall winner in

the Heritage Railway Association’s

Carriage andWagon Competition for

2015. The four have a combined age

of 342 years.

BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0 No. 75069

faced south and was not the ideal

locomotive for this rake, but was

nonetheless rostered to simplify

operations and reduce light engine

movement costs. Sadly, No. 813 and

GWR 0-6-0PT No. 7714 never got to

haul these carriages with passengers,

although No. 813 completed a test

run on December 17.While not built

for passenger use, the 0-6-0ST looked

perfectly at home on the carriages,

especially in GWR green.

There were three booked days of

diesel running, but only one was able

to take place.

Resumption
Abigquestionmarknowhangsnotonly

on theSVR,but throughout theentire

heritage sector as towhenpassenger

serviceswill runagain.TheSVR,which

always shutsdownthroughout January

andearly February formaintenance,

hadearmarked theFebruary13-20

half-termweek to restartpublic trains.

However, PrimeMinister Boris Johnson

announcedon January4 that

Englandwouldbe in lockdownuntil

mid-February,with cabinetminister

MichaelGove subsequently stating that

theGovernment“shouldbeable”to

“progressively”begineasing restrictions

inMarch.

After half-term, the railway had

planned to remain closed until Good

Friday, April 2.

However, the line may before

then be used by GB Railfreight for

testing its ‘new’main line Class 69s.

Ten Class 56s are being re-engined

and transformed into the new class

at Progress Rail’s facility in Longport,

near Stoke-on-Trent.

An SVR spokesman said: “The SVR is

in discussions with GBRf about using

our line for testing some of the Class

69s.While planning is underway, at

present there are no firm dates as to

when this will take place.

“This is an exciting opportunity for

the SVR, and represents a potential

income stream at a time when the

railway has seen a significant drop in

its income because of Covid-19.”

Once testing is complete, the Class

69s will be painted in GB Railfreight

livery by Arlington fleet Services at

EastleighWorks.

➜ Checkwww.svr.co.uk for the
resumptionof SevernValley services.

WR0-6-0PTNo.1501 climbs towardsArley fromVictoriaBridgeonBoxingDaywhile aherdofdeer

hide in thebusheson thebottomright. JOHN TITLOW

Ivatt 2-6-0No. 43106 climbs towardsNorthwoodHaltwitha

ChristmasEveSanta special. JOHN TITLOW

GWRpannierNo. 7714hauls the10.15amservice fromKidderminsteroutofBewdley’s platform3 inglorious softwinter lightonDecember30.ALAN CORFIELD

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 11



Underwraps: The scene that facedSimonTurner

afterhehadcutdowna treeandgainedentry

into thegaragewhere the railwayanawas

stored. Leaningagainst thewall are cabside

numberplatesunder rottinghessian sacking, in

the centreoneof sixmain linenameplates, and

on the floor signalboxnameboards.

SIMON TURNER

Cab fayre:More than20 cabsidenumberplates that SimonTurner

rescued fromthegarageandarenow in secure storage. LEEZA

CUTHBERTON

GWRNo.7803BarcoteManorenters a seemingly-desertedDovey Junction stationwith the

Up ‘CambrianCoast Express’ onMay30, 1961.Anameplate fromthe1938-built 4-6-0will be

goingunder thehammeronMarch13 in the first part of the saleof a large, recentlyunearthed

railwayana collection. TRANSPORT TREASURY/JAMES HARROLD

Huge railwayana find surfaces after
five decades below the radar
EXCLUSIVE

ByGeoffCourtney

ALARGEpreviously-unknowncollection

ofmainlyGWRrailwayana,whichhas

avoided thedetectionof theusually

finely-tuned railwayanacollectors’radar

formore than fivedecades, hasbeen

unearthed inamodest semi-detached

house inSomerset.

Its contents have yet to be finalised

by GW Railwayana, which will be

selling the collection in a series

of sales this year, but the auction

house’s Simon Turner has revealed

that in addition to six locomotive

nameplates, there are approximately

100 cabside numberplates, 30

station totem signs, 20 signalbox

nameboards, 10 smokebox

numberplates and 50 watches, as

well as signalling instruments, lamps,

doorplates, and cast-iron signs.

The first part of the collection will

be sold by Simon onMarch 13,

and will include four of the six

nameplates – Knowsley Hall from

No. 5905, Bampton Grange from

No. 6802, BarcoteManor (No. 7803),

and a sole LMS representative,

Leander, from preserved Jubilee

No. 45690.

A cabside numberplate from

No. 6802 will also be in the auction,

as will 4040 from Star class 4-6-0

Queen Boadicea and 5921 from

Bingley Hall. This category will include

examples from 16 other locomotives,

mainly 0-6-0PTs, and among the

nine smokebox numberplates going

under the hammer are 4097 from

Kenilworth Castle and 6008 from King

James II.

Hoard
EighteenWesternRegionstationtotem

signswill feature,onebeingWeston-

super-MareGeneral,anameusedforonly

15years, from1953-68,andthere isalso

aBristolTempleMeadsroundel totem,a

typeofsignusedbytheWesternRegion

only thereandatBirminghamSnowHill.

Simonwas first alerted to the hoard

when he received a telephone call

from the daughter of the collector,

who died in 2019.“I went to the

housewhere everythingwas stored.

It was the former family home, but

unoccupied, and I didn’t knowwhat

to expect.

“There were cabsides and other

railwayana actually in the house, but

the daughter toldme she thought

there was also stuff in the garage.

I couldn’t gain access, however, as

everywherewas overgrown and

the garage doors were blocked by

a small tree. I went back a couple of

weeks later with a chainsaw to cut

down the tree, and opening the doors

was a bit like Howard Carter and

Tutankhamen’s tomb.

“Initially I thought I was wastingmy

time as wewere confrontedwith a lot

of old furniture and jumble, but once

we had removed all that the finds

started happening, and they carried

on to the back of the garage.

“I gradually realised that what I was

uncovering from under old sacks and

the like were nameplates, cabsides,

signalbox boards, smokebox

numberplates and totems. I had

never seen anything like it in 26 years

of running auctions – it was a hoard

that had been locked away since the

1960s and wasn’t on anyone’s radar.”

Discovery
Simonsaid thedaughter,hermother,

andothermembersof the familywere

unawareofwhatthecollectioncontained

as itwasn’tondisplay inthehouse.

“Some of the cabsides I found in

the garage still had their purchase

labels on them, and had probably

been there since they were bought

from BR. Also, the family had no idea

of the collection’s value, and their

reaction was one of utter disbelief

when I told them that I estimated it at

up to £150,000.”

The collector worked for BR and

later British Road Services at Bristol

Temple Meads and developed good

contacts with theWestern Region at

Swindon and Reading, fromwhere

Simon believes he bought most of

the railwayana in his collection. “I

don’t knowwhat led him to buy what

he did, as it appears it was never on

display at his home.”

The first part of the collection,

which is now under secure storage,

will go under the hammer in a live

online, email and telephone auction

onMarch 13, followed by further

sales on July 10 and November 13.
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ByRogerMelton

THEChurnetValleyRailway (CVR) isnow

thehometothreeUnitedStatesArmy

TransportationCorps (USATC)S160

2-8-0s.

It comes following an agreement by

Batt-Holden Ltd, operator of Nos. 5197

and 6024 to take classmate No. 3278

to complete its overhaul and then run

it for an extended period.

The three engines all arrived in the

UK fromwidely different sources.

No. 3278was built by the American

Locomotive Company (ALCO) in 1944,

shipped to Britain and firstly used on

the GWR until D-Day after running in

on the LNER. After the D-Day landings

in 1944, it was returned to USATC

stock andwas shipped to France.

Operation
After theendof thewar, the locomotive

waspartofabatchof248engines that

wasgiventotheFerroviedelloStato

Italiane (ItalianStateRailways). In Italy, it

waspartof the736classandnumbered

736.073.

In 1959, it was part of a batch of 25

locomotives sold from Ferrovie dello

Stato Italiane to the Greek Railways,

before being brought back to Britain

where it was based on the Mid-

Hants Railway and named Franklin D.

Roosevelt.

It steamed on theWatercress Line in

the Nineties and also visited several

other heritage railways. In 2014, it

moved to the LongMarstonMilitary

Railway inWarwickshire and then

Tyseley LocomotiveWorks, where it

left for the CVR onNovember 27.

No. 5197was exported to China in

1946where it was classified as class

KD6 by the Chinese State Railways,

and became KD6.463. It spent the

majority of its working life in the

Chinese coal industry around Fushun,

before beingwithdrawn in the 1990s.

It was saved from scrap by Derek

Foster in 1995, who then brought it

to Britain where it was based at the

Llangollen Railway. After an overhaul

at Llangollen, it returned to traffic

in 1998 in USATC grey livery before

being sold to GregWilson andmoved

to the CVR.

No. 6046was exported straight

to France in 1945 to help with the

war effort, and once its use there

was over, unlikemany of its sisters, it

was not scrapped but found its way

to Hungary.

The S160s were classified as the

MAV 411 Class by the Hungarian

State Railways, and No. 6046 became

Third S160 locomotive
joins Churnet Valley fleet

411.144. It spentmost of its working

life on industrial lines before being

formally preserved in the Hungarian

National Collection.

Rescue
Due toanadministrativeerrorhowever,

itwas sent for scrap,but savedby

enthusiastMartinHaines, anairlinepilot,

whobrought it to theUK for restoration.

Itwas sent toTyseleywhere itwas

positionedaround the turntable and

restorationbegan.

No. 6046 was later sold to Greg

Wilson, whomoved it as a kit of

parts to the CVR, where it steamed

on June 29, 2012, andmoved under

its own power for the first time in

the UK. Since then it has visited

other heritage lines and in 2016

played the starring role in the Telford

Steam Railway’s ‘Polar Express’

Christmas specials.

There were at least three builders

of the S160s: No. 3278 was built by

Alco, No. 5197 by Lima and No. 6046

by Baldwin, so on the CVR, there will

be an example from each builder

– a unique position in the UK. The

only other British location featuring

three of the type is the Great Central

Railway (Nottingham) which has two

built by Alco (No. 1631 and 2138) and

one by Baldwin (No. 2364).

Aprototype for apopularHornbyDublo saltwagon isoffered for sale

The restored salt van in itspopular Saxa livery in the1980s.CWR

Looking for anewhome: theCholsey&WallingfordRailway’s 1910built salt

vanas it is now, theweatherhaving taken its toll on its livery. TONY STEAD

S160No.3278FranklinD.Roosevelt is seenafter arrival at Cheddleton. It is hoped

that the2-8-0will turnawheel inangerbefore2021 isout.DAVE GIBSON/CVR

ASPARTof the redevelopmentof
Wallingford station, theCholsey&
WallingfordRailway is looking to
clear space inorder that a run round
loopcanbe installed, and so three
wagonsarebeingoffered for sale.
The body of GWR-design Siphon

No. 1043 of 1955 is sadly nomore.
Its body has been removed to
convert it to a bogie flat wagon,
but the bogies and underframe
are believed to be in reasonable

condition andmay provide a
suitable underframe for adapting
to suit a shorter pre-grouping
bogie coach.
The second vehicle on offer is

a German flat wagon. Originally
a tankwagon, it was brought to
the UK after the SecondWorld
War. It was later cut down to a flat
wagon by theMinistry of Defence.
At some stage it was fittedwith
a hydraulic lift, but this has since

been largely removed.
The final vehicle on the list is

probably themost interesting as it
is a pitched roofedwooden-bodied
45-ton Saxa salt van.
In poor condition, unsurprising

in view of the very corrosive
nature of its intended cargo, if
restored it wouldmake an unusual
and colourful addition to a
demonstration freight train.
It is believed to have belonged

to Falk Salt, butwas cosmetically
restored to the better-known Saxa
Salt livery in the late 1980s.
Only two other examples of this

type ofwagon exist – one in the
Cheshire SaltMuseum inMarston,
near Northwich and one in the
Scottish Railway Exhibition at the
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway.
AnOO-gaugemodel of the Saxa

salt vanwas a popular inclusion in
theHornbyDublo range.
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New life inanewregion: ‘Pacer’DMUsNo. 144019and144023arriveat TyseleyLocomotiveWorksonDecember18.VT

Still displayingGooleon itsdestinationboard, ‘Pacer’

No. 144023 seenatTyseleyonDecember18will notbe

heading thereany timesoon–butmay soonbeadding

Stratford-upon-Avon,Worcester and freight-onlyWest

Midlands lines to its future itinerary. ROBIN JONES

Bycoincidence, onDecember18,when the three ‘Pacers’weredelivered,GWRprairieNo. 4555 fromthe

SouthDevonRailwaywas steamed for the first time followingboilerworkatTyseley LocomotiveWorks.

No. 4555was the first locoboughtdirectlyoutofBR serviceby theVintageTrains forefathersmore than

half a centuryago, and their traditionhasnowcontinuedwith stock receiveddirectlyoutofmain line

service.VT

Vintage Trains sets the Pace!
ByRobinJones

WITHtheDecemberdeliveryof three

Class144DMUs,Tyseley-basedVintage

Trains (VT)has found itselfat the forefront

of theheritagesector’s‘Pacer revolution.’

In what appears to be the biggest

single influx within a year of a traction

type into the sector in its 70 years,

several heritage railways and various

other venues have taken advantage

of the Government’s decision to

eradicate themuch-lambasted bus-

train hybrid units from the national

network, by offering themnew homes

as soon as they are withdrawn.

Long derided by commuters for

their rough riding at line speed on the

network, ‘Pacers’have beenwelcomed

by heritage railways as a cost-

effectivemeans of providing services,

especially in cases where the journey

and its scenery are as important as the

traction offering the ride.

VT has negotiatedwith owner

Porterbrook Leasing for the

acquisition of the trio of three-car

‘Pacers’ in a sponsorship arrangement.

Delivered onDecember 18, VT plans

to use the‘Pacers’ for public excursions

initially around theWestMidlands

network, ranging from enthusiast trips

over freight-only lines to private party

bookings and entertainment specials

themed for both children and adults.

Territory
‘Pacers’arenewto the region, and initial

route clearance isbeing requested for

their use theWorcester/Birmingham

SnowHill/Stratford-upon-Avoncorridor.

VTandanyothernew‘Pacer’owners are

notpermitted touse themfor regular

main line scheduled services, under the

termsof theirwithdrawal.

Only 10 three-car Class 144 sets

were produced out of a fleet total of

23 (the rest were two car sets) and all

were built at BREL’s DerbyWorks in

1987 usingWalter Alexander bodies

on a BREL underframe.

All Class 144s were refurbished in

a programme commencing in 2002.

VT’s three sets include the first and last

of the three-car series, Nos. 144014

and 144023 plus 144019, all of which

are said to be in very good condition.

Each comprising two driving cars and

one trailer, all three cars in the set are

powered. Theywere forced out of

service with NorthernTrains early as a

result of Covid-19 service reductions.

AVT statement said:“The‘Pacer’ is

an important part of not only railway

innovation and heritage but also the

social history of the UK. Their last

operator was Northernwhere they

saw service acrossWestYorkshire, the

144s offering a unique insight into the

lives of workers across the North East

over a period of 30 years.

“Loathed by some and loved by

many (the‘Marmite’trains), they are

worthy of preservation in their own

right. ‘Pacers’offer a versatile and easy

tomaintain platform andwill help

expand the scope ofVT operations.”

Evolution
VTchairmanMichaelWhitehouse

said:“VT’s coreoperation is currently

amixof long-distancecharters and

the‘ShakespeareExpress’summer

programme, themajoritypulledby

express steam locomotives andall

offering finediningoptions, but the

market is evolving.

“Enthusiasts will undoubtedly

crave a ride on themain line in a

‘Pacer’, particularly on new routes

for the class. However, our sets will

primarily be used to expandVT into

the ‘experience’ sector, targeting

new audiences and building on the

success of the ‘Polar Express.’

“Individuals and families, particularly

thosewith young children, are

looking for ‘day out with a difference’

experiences – entertainment on a

train. The success of the‘Polar Express’

on themain line has shown that a

theatrical performance on a train is

in demandwith other productions

already in the planning stage for the

future. The‘Pacer’ is ideally suited to

such activity at an affordable price.

“There is no doubt that enthusiasts

will delight in amain line‘Pacer’ ride

on unfamiliar routes for the class,

including the ever-popular ‘branch

line’specials.”

Further details on the future

operation of theVT‘Pacers’and a

potential programme of events are to

be announced.

➜TheValeofBerkeleyRailwayhas
announcedthepurchaseof two
ex-GreatWesternRailwayClass143
‘Pacers’,Nos.143603and143612ata
costof£600.Theunitsarenowowned
bytheSharpnessDieselGroup.
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Online advice group for
‘Pacer’ owner established
ANEWinitiativedesignedtoassist

the introductionof‘Pacers’toheritage

railwayshasbeenlaunchedbytheRailcar

Association(RA).

The RA, amember of the Heritage

Railway Association, has brought

together representatives of all the

railways and groupswhich have

acquired‘Pacers’with the aimof

collaborating on the production of

standardised operating instructions

andmaintenance regimes.

An IO email discussion group has

been founded for the exchange of

information, andwhich also has a

searchable files section, that can be

used to access documentation as

required.

Driver and conductor training

manuals have already beenwritten

andmade available, alongwith

technical information, such as wiring

diagrams.

Maintenance
A‘model’vehiclemaintenance scheme

isbeingproduced,which is specially

tailored to the requirementsofheritage

railways, and takes accountofnon-main

line circumstances suchasvehicles

whichhave longperiodsoutofuse,

and the lowermileages coveredby

preservedunits.

Scheme co-ordinator Evan Green-

Hughes said:“Pacers are a fairly

recent entrant to the heritage railway

scene and, to operate them safely,

written schemeswere required. By

collaborating in this way, operators

are able to share best practice, and

also to save themselves a great deal of

time and effort, as thework required is

being shared out.

“All Pacer owners are on board, and

we now have almost 50 individuals

signed upwithin the scheme.”

To join the free scheme, visit https://

groups.io/g/2nd-gen

There are no charges or

fees to participate or to

download information.

Operation
Meanwhile,Transport forWales (TfW)

will continue touse15 two-carClass

143Pacers and four‘Dogbox’Class

153 single-carunitsuntilMay31after

beinggrantedderogation fromthe

Department forTransport for the

units,whicharenon-compliantunder

PRM(PersonsofReducedMobility)

regulations.

The newswas revealed in letters

published onDecember 28, signed by

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris

TfW’s Class 142‘Pacer’ fleet had been

withdrawn by December 31, all of

which are set to be scrapped.

However, it was understood

that several heritage lines were

hoping to take some of theWelsh

Class 143‘Pacers’once they are

finally withdrawn.

Originally scheduled for withdrawal

by the end of 2019, theTfWClass 143s

have been granted a reprieve as their

Class 769 replacements await entry

into service.

Wensleydale ‘Pacers’ planned for
Herriot tours and bike trains
THEWensleydaleRailway,whichhas

takendeliveryof twoClass142‘Pacers’

andaClass144set, isplanningto launch

themstraight intotraffic if services

resumeatEaster.

After an overhaul, theywill be

marketed towalkers and cyclists as

part of a drive to capture the activity

market, as their spacious interiors are

ideal for bike storage and their large

windows for panoramic views.

Currently parked in the sidings

at Leeming Bar, the Pacers will also

facilitate a series of All Creatures Great

and Small-themed railtours. Finghall

stationwas the fictional Darrowby in

the BBC late Seventies series based on

the life of aYorkshire vet, and some

external shots of Leyburn appear in

the recent Channel 5 adaptation.

A Pacer-ledmidweek timetable,

as well as a Sundaymorning shuttle

between Leyburn and Redmire is also

planned for the coming seasn.

Officials believe that their low-

maintenance Pacersmay appeal

to new generations and audiences

because of their suitability for traffic

on a tourist-dependent rural railway,

and are hoping to add a Class 143 to

their fleet. Director Richard Holt said:

“The Herriot tours will be like a living

museum event.We’ll have actors

playing the characters.

“The Pacers will take people to

‘Darrowby’andwe think they could be

a real hit.

“They’re inexpensive to run, and

ideal for a 25mph line. They’re a good

ride – perhaps not on the 70mph lines

theywere used on before, but here

they’re fine.”

Previous operator Northern installed

purpose-built cycle storage areas in its

Pacers and their double doorsmake

it easy for cyclists to board and alight.

The officials are looking at taking

the seats out of one unit to create a

bike train.

It is intended to repaint the Pacers

into original liveries. Onewill be in

BR provincial blue, and another in

Merseyrail colours. It is also hoped to

run special Pacer gala days.

Arrival ofClass 144‘Pacers’heralds
newdawn forAlnValleyRailway
THEarrival of apair ofClass144
‘Pacers’has coincidedwitha fresh
start for theAlnValleyRailway
(AVR).
In early 2020, the line’s

operationsmanager imposed an
operational banwhile‘significant
deficiencies’ in procedures
were addressed. Despite the
coronavirus pandemic delaying
progresswith thismove, it also
provided somemuch-needed
breathing space towork through
issues, said a spokesman.
In July the railway received a

visit from theOffice of Rail and
Road (ORR), which led to advice
being given onwhatwas needed
to operate to the required high
standards, and not only provided
an essential catalyst for change
but also a clear routemap
towards recovery.
A change programmewas

established in August, driving
major changes in the leadership
of the organisation aswell as
coordinating a huge effort by
volunteers. ADecember progress
review concluded that the line
is ready to take the next steps
and restart limited operations,
focused on trackmaintenance and
retraining all operations staff.

Delivery
Amajor testof the railway’snew
approachhasbeen thedeliveryof
its twoClass144Pacers. Storedat
theWensleydaleRailway, theywere
deliveredoverDecember14-16.
TrusteeMark Hayton, the

line’s health and safety advisor,
said:“The project in getting the
Pacers to Lionheart has been

a great example of how to do
things safely and effectively. The
workwasmeticulously planned,
bringing together expertise from
all of our teams and drafting in
external specialist support from
Wensleydale aswell as amain line
driver and fitter.
“Thewhole operationwent like

clockwork, despite a last-minute
change from the hauliermeaning
that the units were delivered over
three days rather than five, which
meant long days and hardwork
formany of our volunteers. It was
a real teameffort that was amply
rewarded by our first successful
test run down toGreenriggHalt.”

Achievement
AVRchairmanMichael Proctor
said:“I’m trulyproudof theAVR.
This railwayhasgone frombeinga
farmer’s fieldandadisconnected
stretchof trackbed toa fully
operational heritage railway
ineight years.That’s ahuge
achievement.This yearhasbeena
sharp reminder thatour systems
andprocesseshadn’t keptup.
“However, everyone has risen

to the challenge, demonstrating
just whatwe’re capable of. Our
focus shifts now to preparing
for reopening at Easter. There’s
a lot still to do, but I have no
doubtwe’ll comeback better
than before.”
➜Formore informationonhowto
volunteer at theAlnValleyRailway,
email volunteer@alnvalleyrailway.
co.ukorwrite toValleyRailway
Trust, Lionheart RailwayStation,
Lionheart EnterprisePark,Alnwick
NorthumberlandNE662EZ.

Class 144 ‘Pacer’No. 144004 stationedatGreenriggHalt on theAlnValley

Railway.MARKHAYTON
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W24Calbourne to steamonline

Right: Thenewfirebox for T34-4-0

No. 563 inside theFlourMill on

December21. 563LG

Above: TheT3wheelset journalsbeing

polishedon theFlourMill lathe.563LG

Repainted followingoverhaulbut still awaiting itsboiler test: LSWRO20-4-4T

No.W24Calbourne is seenoutsideHavenstreet shedon January10. JOHN

FAULKNER/IOWSR

Major progress on Swanage
T3 thanks to generosities
ByRobinJones

SIGNIFICANTprogresshasbeenmade

ontherebuildofLSWRT34-4-0No.563

despite thepandemicobstaclesof2020

–butmore isneededtoseetheSwanage

Railway-based locomotivereturnto

steamfor the first time intheheritageera.

Before the first lockdown inMarch

stopped spending on the project

handled by the Swanage Railway

Trust’s 563 Locomotive Groupwith the

overhaul undertaken by Bill Parker’s

FlourMill workshop at Bream in the

Forest of Dean, the trust used a legacy

to fund the purchase of the copper for

a new firebox and itsmanufacture by

the South Devon Railway.

A supporter underwrote the cost

of renewing the four firebox girder

stays – amove intended to reduce the

need formajor firebox repairs for the

future. The 563 Group is overseeing

the overhaul following the National

RailwayMuseum’s decision to‘gift’ the

National Collection locomotive to the

Purbeck Line.

Progress
Acodedwelderwascontractedover the

summer toweld the¾newsteel outer-

firebox sides intoposition.TheFlourMill

teamthen riveted the sidesonto the

throat and fireholedoorplates.

The boiler wasmoved into the

mainworkshop so that the angle

ring, deemed beyond repair due to

extensive star cracking around almost

all the holes, could be removed.

A replacement was ordered from

South Africa-based Ring Rollers,

otherwise known as theworld leaders

in themanufacture of railway tyres,

THEBluebell Railway is to
holdbelated celebrations for
last year’s 60th anniversary
onAugust 6-8.The event
waspostponedbecauseof
thepandemic, but a‘60+1’
updatedversionhasbeen
included in a list of planned
events for 2021, all Covid-19
restrictionspermitting.
Visiting engineweekends are

scheduled forMay 14-16 and
29-31, the first launching the
first ever Bluebell Railway Beer
Festival over three days.

Variety
TheRoadMeetsRail event
on June19/20 coincideswith
Father’sDaywitha livemusic
eventon theSaturday,with the
popular annualModelRailway
Weekenddue tobeheldon June
26/27.
July 16-18will feature a diesel

gala, and theGiants of Steam
event on September 24-26will
also feature visiting engines.
AutumnTints serviceswill

be introduced fromOctober
11-24, while a new eventwill be
Halloween onOctober 30/31
when the line aims to dress an
engine and give children and
their families a new experience.
The line’s wedding events

revenuewas almost non-
existent in 2020, butmany of
last year’s dates have been
rescheduled into 2021.

Bluebell
announces
2021 special
events

which supply almost all heritage

lines – and once again, a generous

supporter stepped in and underwrote

the cost.

A group spokesman said:“Thanks to

this generous offer we have been able

to step forwardwith this unexpected,

long lead time component.

“It is appropriate at this point

to express our gratitude to these

benefactors, not only for enabling

these costs to be covered, but also

ensuring that themomentumof the

project could be quietlymaintained

during these difficult times.”

With all manufacturing now

complete, the new firebox is being

installed into the boiler structure, the

barrel of which is in good condition.

The FlourMill has taken the

opportunity to polish thewheelset

journals on the lathe and strip the

bogie down for overhaul.

The tender is to be overhauled

inside the Swanage Railway’s Herston

Works, andwill require renewal of

platework, tyre profiling andwork to

axleboxes. So farmore than £240,000

has been raised for the project, but

thework has soaked up all available

funds. A similar amount is needed to

complete the rebuild.

Funding
Thetrusthas reneweditsappeal for

donations to theproject, and is also

offering individual components for

sponsorship:845staysat£20each;218

tubesat£40each;boiler insulationat

£500;axleboxbronzeat£1000; spark

arrestorat£1000;andanewsmokebox

at£5000.

Supporters are also invited to‘Give a

Gift’certificate as a present.

Anyonewhowould like

to help is invited to email:

563locomotivegroup@

swanagerailway.co.uk

THE Isle ofWight SteamRailway is
like the rest of England, in lockdown,
butwill still celebrate its 50th
anniversarywith its flagship LSWR
O20-4-4TNo. 24Calbourneon
January 24. However, the publicwill
not nowbeadmitted – andmust
watch theproceedings online.
It is 50 years since the revivalists

moved their heritage stock from
Newport to Havenstreet as the
beginnings of today’s heritage line,
as outlined in the first instalment
of Phil Marsh’s special anniversary
feature on pages 62-67.
Calbourne, which dates from

1891, had been due a visit from a
boiler inspector on December 22,
but he was ill and it is now
rescheduled for February 3.
Tomark the anniversary, it will be

in steam –but it nowwill be a small
strictly private eventwhichwill be
streamlined live on the railway’s
Facebook page andwebcam. For
details, visit iwsteamrailway.co.uk/
event/the-last-train/

Anniversary
The easingof Covid restrictions
permitting, a special event has
been scheduled for April 17, to
mark the exact 50th anniversary
of theheritage line’s first public
train. OnApril 12, 1971,Calbourne,
then its only locomotive, hauled
three carriages fromHavenstreet to
WoodhouseCrossing. It is intended
to re-create that trainwith the
locomotive andoriginal carriages.
On April 17, as part of the

50th anniversary celebrations,

the public will be offered the
opportunity to walk the island’s
disused line from Shanklin to
Ventnor, which closed on April

17, 1966. The following day,
Calbourne is scheduled to be back
in action for April’s Island Heritage
Train Day.
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Words fromWestminster – parliamentariansvoice their coal concerns

RSH0-4-0STNo. 7098of1948SirCecilACochranepowersaway fromEast Tanfield

in the snowwith the ‘NorthPoleExpress’ onChristmasEve. Itmightwell have to

buy future supplies of coal fromthat far afield, afterplans for anopencastmine

on itsdoorstepwere refused. SAMYEELES

Fromwherewillwenowbuyour coal?
ByRobinJones

WIDESPREADdismaythroughout the

heritagerailwaysectorhasgreetedthe

decisionbyNewcastleCityCouncil to

refuseplanningpermissionforanew

surfacecoalmine–with fears that the

costof importingsupplies fromabroad

mayforcesomelines toceaseoperation.

On December 18, the Labour-

controlled council’s planning

committee concluded a three-hour

hearing by unanimously turning

down a joint application by Banks

Mining and Ibstock Brick to extract

800,000 tonnes of high quality coal

and 400,000 tonnes of fireclay for

the brick-making industry from an

opencast site at Dewley Hill near

Throckley. Theminewould have had a

lifespan of just three and a half years.

The 11-0 refusal came in thewake

of September’s Government decision

to reject a controversial application

for an opencast coal mine near

Northumberland’s Druridge Bay

following a report which said it would

“not be environmentally acceptable”.

Speaking after the Dewley Hill

decision, Steve Oates, chief executive

of the Heritage Railway Association,

said:“The decision is a huge

disappointment.

“We spoke at the planning

committeemeeting andwe had

argued a strong case. UK-produced

coal generates a fraction of the CO2

emissions created by extracting and

then shipping coal halfway around

theworld to the UK. And it costs less

inmoney terms, too.

“Keeping Britain’s heritage railways

runningwith affordable locally-

produced coal would secure the

future of a sector which sits at the

heart of the country’s industrial and

cultural heritage, and generates

millions for the leisure and travel

sector.Without domestically-

produced coal, the heritage steam

sector will have to findways to import,

store, handle and distribute the coal

it needs.”

Steve added:“Maintaining

consistent and reliable supplies of coal

is difficult and expensive. That burden

will now fall on ourmembers, whose

finances have already been hard-

hit by the Covid-19 pandemic. The

inevitable increase in the cost of coal

maywell be toomuch for some of our

members to bear.

Supplies
“Naturally,wewillwatchcarefully

whether theapplicantschooseto

lodgeanappeal.We’realsoawaitingthe

outcomeof theWelshGovernment’s

consultationon itsdraftcoalpolicy.

Meanwhile,wenowhavenoalternative

but topressaheadwithourworkon

developingacoal importingoperation,

whilealsosupportingUSresearchand

developmentworkonbiocoal.”

HRA figures show that heritage

railway coal burning produces only

0.02% of the UK’s CO2 emissions, and

just 2.5% of those from all the flights

each year between Heathrow and

NewYork.

Heritage lines use 26,000 tonnes

of coal annually, producing 74,360

tonnes of CO2, while the UK annual

consumption of barbeque charcoal

is 60,000 tonnes producing 156,000

tonnes of CO2.

The 108 operating railways and

60 steam centres in the UK and

Ireland attract nearly eightmillion

visitors annually, with a turnover

of £42,950,000. They employ over

1000 people backed by around

23,000 volunteers.

Jeannie Raine, community relations

manager at the Banks Group, said:

“Newcastle City Council identified

Dewley Hill as the onlyminerals

site in the city less than sixmonths

ago. It is outrageous that, in the

height of theworst economic crisis

of our generation, its planning

committee has decided to dismiss

over 200 existing, well-paid North

East jobs and has not grasped the

opportunity to support a £75million

investment in the regional economy

whichwould secure local supplies of

much-neededminerals at the lowest

environmental cost.

“The committee heard, but did not

listen to the indisputable fact that

there will be continued demand

for industrial coal and fireclay for

use in UK steel, cement and brick

manufacture.We remain firm in

our belief that theseminerals

should bemined locally in the UK

in the safest, most efficient and

most environmentally responsible

way possible.”

It was claimed that opening the

minewould see the equivalent of

£56million remain in the UK economy

as opposed to spending it on buying

the coal from abroad.

Banks was looking at grounds for an

appeal asHR closed for press.

Representations to Newcastle’s

planners weremade by operators

of steam railway locomotives across

the UK, the National Traction Engines

Trust, the Heritage Fuels Alliance, the

Heritage Alliance and the Association

of BritishTransport and Engineering

Museums . Backers of the scheme,

which had receivedmore than 1400

letters of support, repeatedly argues

that rejecting theminewould simply

lead to the UK importing more fossil

fuels from overseas, leading to

greater CO2 omissions in the process.

Backing
NetworkRail chairmanSir PeterHendy,

whocalled for theDewleyHill schemeto

begiven thego-ahead, said:“Steamon

themain lineattracts tensof thousands

of spectators,warming themarket for

our railways ingeneral, and the two

ScienceMuseumGroupmuseums in

theNorthEast, Locomotionat Shildon

and theNational RailwayMuseumat

Yorkattract 750,000visitorsper year

luredby the romanceandoperationof

steam locomotives.

“With the remaining stocks of

English coal, this should supply UK

steam locomotives until early 2021.

The financial burden loco operators

and heritage railways would face

in adapting their steam locomotive

fleet to burn alternative fuels would

be impossible to overcome.”

The Unite union’s national officer

for construction, Jerry Swain, also

spoke in support of the mine, saying

that 200 jobs were“on the line”

at the time when the North East

economy had been ravaged by the

coronavirus pandemic.

FIFTEENdaysbefore the council’s
refusal decision, the issuehadbeen
debated in theHouseof Commons
onDecember 3.NorthWest
Durham’s LabourMPRichardBurden
said:“Britainhasbeenaworld leader
indecarbonisingour electricity
sector. Emissions aredownover 70%
since1990, despite usagebeingup.
“While we search for the

alternative to coal, we still need

coal in the UK.Whether we dig it
up here or someone else digs it up
and ships it here, for the present
and for the foreseeable future, we
still need it.
“Our heritage rail sector requires

tens of thousands of tonnes
every year.”
ConservativeMP forWorkington

Mark Jenkinson said:“While I
wholly welcome the phasing out

of coal in power generation in the
UK…wemust not let coal become
a catch-all dirty word.
“The UK and Europe import 16.4

million tonnes of coking coal every
year, with CO2 emissions from its
transport five to seven times higher
than if it were produced closer to
the point of use.”
Former coal miner Lee Anderson,

ConservativeMP for Ashfield,

added:“There is a significant
demand for coal in the UK, not
just for the steel industry but for
making cement, heritage railways
and domestic heating.
“Mining the coal in the UK

massively cuts greenhouse
gases and results in the saving
of significant carbon emissions,
as we do not have to import
from abroad.”
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View from the first heritage line
THE last coalmine inWales that produces steam

coal, at Ffos-y-fran,MerthyrTydfil, is due tobe closed

next year.

StuartWilliams, general manager of the Talyllyn

Railway, the world’s first line to be taken over

by volunteers 70 years and which in doing so

kick-started the operational heritage railway

movement, said: “When Ffos-y-fran stops coal

mining in 2022, there will be no scalable coal

provider inWales to supply our steam railways.

“The main alternative coal source is Russia,

which is more expensive, increases the net

emissions getting it here and puts money into the

Russian economy rather than retaining it here in

Wales. In addition, the coal doesn’t burn as well

and can be variable in quality.

“Surely it makes more sense to keep mining the

coal we need here inWales rather than having to

import coal from the other side of the world?We

shall be raising this issue urgently with theWelsh

and UK Governments.”

He said that he and the HRA are now anxiously

awaiting the outcome of theWelsh Government’s

draft coal policy consultation and hoping that

mining will be allowed to continue.

Liz Saville-Roberts, Plaid Cymru MP for Dwyfor

Meirionnydd and co-chair of the Heritage Rail All-

Party Parliamentary Group (APPG), is supporting

the Talyllyn and other heritage railways, and is

urging the UK andWelsh Governments to work

together to ensure that coal does not have

to be shipped half way around the world to

supply them.

Responsibilities
“TheAPPGundertook an inquiry into theneed for

coal for our heritage railways last year,”she said.

“Whatweareworried about is that theUKandWelsh

Governments areoffloading their responsibilities to

heritage railwaysby forcing themto seek suitable coal

sources in countries such as Russia andevenAustralia.

“We are concerned about the net carbon

emissions of bringing coal so far and also about

the production methods used in Russia. We need

the UK andWelsh Governments to think creatively

to allowmining at Ffos-y-fran to continue whilst

reducing carbon emissions.

“Steam locomotives are designed to burn

a certain type of clean coal, which is mined

here inWales and certain other parts of the

UK. The danger is that heritage railways will

cease to function without this reliable supply of

suitable coal.

“We must keep our heritage railways going

because they make such a significant economic

contribution to our communities and have been

particularly hard hit by the Covid-19 pandemic.”

West Somerset Railway plc chairman Jonathan

Jones-Pratt said: “The whole industry is in

jeopardy over this. We’ve got so much coal here,

but the problem is that we can’t extract it.

“The industry keeps being hit by these planning

application refusals, but steam railways are so

popular and we’re always overbooked. It’s just a

political thing.”

GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway

spokesman Ian Crowder said: “We’ve burned

Russian and Polish coal in the past, but it was

filthy stuff and difficult to run the engine without

producing a lot of smoke. Bringing it from

overseas will be more expensive in the future and

will generate a huge carbon footprint.”

BRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92214 LeicesterCityapproaching the topof the
climbbetweenRothleyandLeicesterwithaSanta special on theGreatCentral
RailwayonDecember19.Britain invented the steam locomotive:mustwenow
buycoal fromhalfway round theworld topower them? PETER FOSTER

TalyllynRailwaygeneralmanager StuartWilliams

withMPLiz Saville-Roberts at TywynWharf. TR

Protesterswontheday
MOREthan5000objectionshadbeen lodged
against theDewleyHillplansandapetition
against ithadbeensignedbymore than
19,000people.
Friends of the Earth north-east campaigner

SimonBowens said:“Opencast coal doesn’t
just threatenour landscape andbiodiversity.
Adding to theglobal supply of coalwould
lead tomorebeingburned andmore
climate-wrecking emissions pumped into
our atmosphere.”
Committee chairmanCounHazel Stephenson

agreedwith planningofficerswhose report
argued that the economic benefits of the
planswere outweighedby the environmental
harmdone in the greenbelt. She said that the
“significant harm”hadnot been adequately
addressedby the applicants.

Alreadybuyingsteam
coal fromabroad
SEVERNValleyRailwaycontractsmanager
DuncanBallardsaid:“We’dbeenusingBritish
coal thepast10years,butour supply ranout
inmid-December.Wearecurrently sourcing
coal fromabroadandareworkingwith
other railways tosecureasustainableand
reasonably-pricedsource.”
West Coast Railways is currently running

itsmain line fleet on importedRussian coal.
Given theneed for goodquality coal in the
performance-criticalworld ofmain line
operations, there havebeen few instances in
the last two years of coal being aproblem for
the company.
TheCarnforth operator’s founderDavid

Smith’s business,WilliamSmith (Wakefield),
was basedon coal factoring and, inmore
recent years, has beenproviding a steady
supply of coal to several heritage railways
at competitive prices. Hehas offered to sell
imported coal to any lineswhich finddifficulties
in obtaining supplies.
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‘All change for the IsleofWightSteamRailway!’ Class 483EMUNo.483007

arrivesat Smallbrook Junction stationwithan IslandLine service for Shanklinon

September11, 2013.MATT BUCK/CREATIVE COMMONS

PeckettPectinon itswaybackatYeovil RailwayCentre.

DAVE GRABHAM

Two vintageWight electric
sets are nowpreserved
ByRobinJones

TWOoftheoldest trains inserviceon

thenationalnetwork–the82-year-old

ex-LondonUndergroundClass483tube

stockof the IsleofWight’s IslandLine–

haveenteredtheheritagesector.

Following their withdrawal from

SouthWestern Railway service after

running for the final time between

Ryde Pier and Shanklin on Sunday,

January 3 – the last train leaving Ryde

Head Pier station at 11.17pm – two-

car unit No. 007 is to be preserved

at the adjacent Isle ofWight Steam

Railway (IoWSR), andwill become an

exhibit in its Train Story Discovery

Centre at Havenstreet station.

Meanwhile, unit No. 006 has been

acquired by the LondonTransport

Traction Group (LTTG) which has

been holding talks aboutmoving it

to the EppingOngar Railway –which

was part of London Underground’s

Central Line between 1949 and 1994

– and converting it to run on battery

power. The electrified rails on that line

were removed after it was sold off to

Pilot Developments.

Farewell
It hadbeen intended to runa farewell

event for theClass483s, but the rapid

escalationof the island fromCovid-19

Tier 1 toTier 4 scuppered the idea.

Both units will be stored at Ryde St

Johns depot until transport to their

new homes can be arranged. There

had also been discussions about a

third unit going to Grade II

listed Brading station, now home

to a heritage centre, cafe, museum

and bike hire facility, but those plans

appear to have fallen through.

A £26million refurbishment of

Island Line has begun, leaving it

closed until March 31, when services

are due to resume usingVivarail Class

484 units. A replacement bus service

has been laid on in themeantime.

The Class 483s were built by

Metropolitan Cammell in 1938 and

were extensively refurbished between

1989 and 1992 by EastleighWorks

for use on the island, replacing life-

expired Class 485 and 486 sets which

had been built in 1923 for the London

Electric Railway.

The surviving part of the once-

extensiveWight network was

electrified following thewithdrawal of

steam and reopened inMarch 1967.

After the linewas closed in 1966, the

trackbed in RydeTunnel was raised

to reduce flooding and decrease

gradients, and ex-Underground

stockwas chosen to run on the

newly-electrified route because its

lower height could conform to the

reduced clearances.

IoWSR general manager Steve

Backhouse said that the heritage line

already has aworld-class collection of

carriages dating back to the opening

of the Ryde to Shanklin line in 1864.

“The 1938 Stock has been an iconic

feature of the Isle ofWight for the last

30 years andwe’re delighted that a

unit will be preserved at Havenstreet

so that it can be enjoyed by future

generations,”he added.

Overhaul
Despite itsplannedwithdrawal,No. 007

wasoutof traffic for threeyears andwas

givena full overhaul, returning to Island

Lineserviceas recentlyasDecember11.

Itwasnamed JessHarper inhonourofan

employeeatRydeSt John’sRoadworks

whohadkept theClass483 inservice

throughouthis longcareer.

In the discovery centre, visitors

will be able to go on board and

learn about the history of the 1938

Stock and the Island Line since

electrification. There will also be a

‘driver’s eye’video showing the line.

The unit will initially be stored

undercover inside Train Story, but a

medium term aim is to enable it to

run, and the IoSWR has taken delivery

of a number of spares that will assist

it in keeping the unit in operational

condition. Subject to the necessary

approvals, the unit could be propelled

by one of the line’s diesel shunters, or

also powered by batteries.

A statement from the LTTG,

which was formed last May

2020 with the founding aim of

preserving a Class 483 set, said

that it was also investigating the

possibility of preserving other

vintage tube stock, including one

of Transport for London’s battery

electric locomotives.

Island Line’s 53-year tradition of

using former Underground stock will

not be broken.

The replacements for the Class

483s, the Class 484s, have been built

using the existing bodyshells and

bogies of D78 stock units originally

manufactured in the late 1970s and

early 1980s byMetro-Cammell for the

District Line andwhich have been

modified for use on the network, with

free public wi-fi, power sockets and

CCTV added – and are also capable of

passing through RydeTunnel.

The upgrade of Island Line includes

a new passing loop at Brading,

facilitating the running of services

at regular 30-minute intervals, track

enhancement to give a better ride,

and adjustments to platform heights

to improve accessibility.

➜The largest small railwayor the
smallest large railway?Thefirst
instalmentofa featurebyPhilMarsh
markingthe50thanniversaryof the
IoWSR–pages62-67.

Boiler returned to‘cider’
locomotive atYeovil
THEoverhaulofYeovilRailwayCentre’sPeckett0-4-0ST
No.1579of1921Pectin tookamajorstepforwardas the
boilerwasreunitedwiththechassisbeforeChristmas,after
aprolongedspellwiththeboilersmith.
The current Covid-19 restrictionswillmean that

thework required to return the engine to steamwill
inevitably be somewhatdelayed, although the team is
determined to complete the job as soonaspossible.
Built at Peckett’s Atlasworks inBristol, it spent its

working life at BritishAluminiumatBurntisland in Fife,
where it carried thenameBACNo.2.Preserved in 1972,
the locomotivemoved toBulmers Cider atHereford
and received thenamePectin after an important part of
cider production.
In 1995,Pectinwas transferred toYeovil, where it has

nowhad two10-yearly overhauls.
➜Donations towardscompletingtheoutstandingwork
are invited.Visityeovilrailway.freeservers.com

CORNWALL’Sannualcelebrationin

honourofsteamrailwaylocomotive

inventorRichardTrevithickhasbeen

cancelledforthesecondyearrunningdue

tothepandemic.

Camborne’sTrevithick Daywas due

to have taken place onApril 24.

A spokesman said:“We are sad to

announce thatTrevithick Daywill not

be taking place in 2021. However, the

year alsomarks the 250th anniversary

of RichardTrevithick’s birth and

plans are in the pipeline tomark this

occasion.Watch this space.”

The community festival offers free

entertainment in themining town’s

main streets which are closed for the

day, and attracts up to 30,000 visitors.

Trevithick Day
cancelled again
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In a timeless silhouette scene,WR4-6-0No. 7820DinmoreManordeparts

WinchcombewithaSanta special toToddingtonon theGloucestershire

WarwickshireRailwayonDecember19. JACK BOSKETT
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Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41241workspast
the ‘TopField’with the2.30pmmincepie
special onDecember29.MATT LOWCOCK

LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45212,backon theWorthValleyafter a seasononWest

HighlandExtension ‘Jacobite’ duties, headsamincepie special onDecember27.

TOMMARSHALL

The lastman
standing!
ByRobinJones

THE lastpassenger services run in the

heritagesectorafter theGovernment’s

post-ChristmasTieradjustments,

followedbythethirdall-England

lockdownannouncedonJanuary4,were

ontheKeighley&WorthValleyRailway

thedaybefore.

Although finding itself in Tier 3,

the railway was given the green light

for its festive ‘Elf Express’ trains after

BradfordMetropolitan Borough

Council was persuaded to allow them

to run after all. Tomaximise social

distancing, the railwaymade full use

of compartment stock, including

twoOpen Suburbans which carriage

andwagon volunteers converted

to compartment coaches, as well

as vehicles from the Lancashire &

Yorkshire Trust and theVintage

Carriages Trust.

Operations
AfterChristmas, the line ran‘MincePie’

specialswithCovidprecautions inplace,

until Sunday, January3, severaldaysafter

otherheritage lines foundthemselves

placed inTier3or4areas,orwith the

majorityof theirpassengershailing from

Tier4, anddecidedtocease running,as

was thecaseat theSevernValley (pages

10-11).

The success of the festive services

running until the last scheduled day

meant that the pressure to add extra

trains – had the lockdown not taken

place – to cover costs was greatly

reduced. January is normally a quiet

month for the KWVR andmost other

heritage lines.

Officials began looking ahead to

events planned for the year ahead,

Covid-19 restrictions permitting.

An Alice inWonderland event

has been planned for the Easter

weekend of April 2-5, with the railway

transformed into an‘enchanted’scene

where visitors canmeet characters,

watch theMad Hatter’s tea party and

chase the white rabbit. However, as

we closed for press, tickets for The

Wonderland Special had not gone

on sale amid uncertainty about

the length of the lockdown and

restrictions afterwards.

Officials were also looking at

holding it later in the year.

Last year’s delayed celebrations to

mark the 50th anniversary of EMI’s big

screen version of The Railway Children

NEWS



Acurvingvapour trail frommaroon-liveried2-6-2TNo. 41241welcomes thenew

year intoBronteCountryon January1.ROBERT BATTY

BRStandard2MT2-6-0No. 78022heads the secondmincepie serviceof theday

throughDamemson January3, the lastdayofpublic services for the foreseeable

future–until Covid-19 restrictionsareeased.ANDREWRAPACZ

Below: IvattNo. 41241

makesa light engine

movement through

asnowboundWorth

ValleyonNewYear’s

Day.ROBERT BATTY

Left: ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0

No. 45212headsamince

pie special through

DamemsonDecember

27.BEN BUCKI

have been pencilled in for May 28-31.

Lancashire &Yorkshire Railway 2F

0-6-0 No. 957, which starred as the

Green Dragon, and carriages that also

appeared in the film, will be in service

and a special Pullman dining service

will be available for advance bookings.

Displays about themaking of the

blockbuster, re-enactments ofmovie

scenes at Oakworth, an outdoor

screening of the film in Keighley are

planned, and it is hoped that some of

the original cast will attend.

On June 26/27, a Jurassic Specials

event is scheduled,with round trips

fromOxenhope.Youngsterswill be able

to see an animatronic tyrannosaurus

rex and raptor, get close to baby

dinosaurs andhandle live reptiles.

Plans
TheOxenhopeExhibitionShedwillbe

transformedbacktotheJurassicera,and

familiescanride indecoratedprivate

carriagesandspotdinosaureggsat

eachstation.

An emergencymeetingwas held

on January 5 to discuss the viability of

planned events, but no decision had

beenmade to cancel any of them.

Through itsWorth Saving public

emergency survival appeal and

several grants, the railway has raised

more than £750,000 to cover its

overheads during the pandemic.

A railway statement said:“We

were very proud of all our efforts

thatmeant that wewere able to run

a Covid-19 secure service during

December, making full use of the fleet

of compartment stock on the railway.

“We find ourselves still in the grip of

Covid-19. Plans for family, dining and

enthusiast events in 2021 continue to

be developed.

“We are keeping the year under

constant review andwill announce

future events as andwhen they are

finalised andwe are confident that

theywill take place.

“The safety andwell-being of our

volunteers and passengers will always

come first.”

➜Detailsofall2021eventsonthe
railwaycanbefoundatkwvr.co.uk
where furtherdonationstotheWorth
Savingappealare invited.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 23



Welshpool new
GMappointed

Privately-ownedManningWardle0-6-2TChevallierhas returned to theFlour

Millworkshop in theForest ofDean. It is seen inside theworkshopat Llanfair

CaereiniononSeptember1, 2019.GARETH EVANS

Thehistoric tiling rediscovered insideRetford station’s refreshment rooms

that are set tobe restored.HISTORIC ENGLAND

Above: TheexteriorofRetford

station, built toan Italianate style.

HISTORIC ENGLAND

Inset: Plaque commemorating the

useofRetford stationasa forces

canteenduringWorldWarTwo.

HISTORIC ENGLAND

ByGarethEvans

THEWelshpool&LlanfairLightRailway

(WLLR)hasappointedJamesBrettas its

newgeneralmanager.Duetotakeuphis

newpostonFebruary1, Jameswillwork

alongsidecurrentpost-holderCharles

Spenceraspartofahandoverperiod

until theendofMarch–afterwhich

Charles is to retire.

For the past six years James has

been employed as the facilities &

infrastructuremanager at Crich

TramwayVillage (formerly theNational

TramwayMuseum), responsible

for delivering site operations and

maintenance activities. A core focus

of his role has been developing the

working practices, management and

efficiencies of an overwhelmingly

volunteer workforce tomeet the

needs of the core business. He

ensured that the organisation

embraced 21st century best practice

andmethodologies, while retaining

heritage skills and expertise.

WLLR chairman Steve Clews said:

“James is used to getting‘stuck-in’

providing hands-on leadership, skills,

knowledge and training, especially in

permanent way.

“He delivered several major

renewal projects on the tramway

infrastructure, plus refurbishment of

several depot buildings to improve

storage conditions and interpretation

space for the operational rolling stock,

conservation of a Grade II* listed

building, and installation of a new

adventure play area.

Experience
“Hiswidevarietyofexperienceacross

theheritageandtourismsector include

previous roleswithboththe Imperial

WarMuseumsGroupandtheNational

Trust, rangingacrossoperations,visitor

services, collectionsmanagementand

specialevents. James ismarriedwitha

youngdaughter, andthe familywillbe

relocatingtothearea induecourse.”

Following his appointment, James

said:“Over the comingmonths I am

looking forward to getting to grips

with the challenges of the general

manager role, meeting the team, and

leading the organisation forward to

future opportunities.”

In a separate development,

privately-owned 1915 built Manning

Wardle 0-6-2T Chevallier returned to

the FlourMill workshop at Bream in

the Forest of Dean onDecember 21.

Having arrived as a visitor for the

WLLR’s gala weekend in 2016, the

formerWhipsnade Zoo railway

locomotive remained at Llanfair until

the expiry of its 10-year boiler ticket.

TheWLLR facilitated the testing

of some of themodifications

implemented by the locomotive’s

owner, Bill Parker. He nowplans

to put the test results to good use

and get the engineworking to his

high standards.

Overhaul
Meanwhile, theWLLR’sex-TaiwanSugar

CorporationDiemadiesel locomotive

No.17hasgonetoRiley&Son(E)Ltd

inHeywoodformechanicalwork tobe

carriedout.

It was found to bemore economical

to send thewhole locomotive

away for its wheels to be reprofiled,

followed by the squaring of the

axleboxes to the chassis.

The 1979 built 0-6-0 is expected

to return to theMontgomeryshire

heritage line in February.

RediscoveredVictorian tiling sees Retford stationGrade II listed
RETFORDstation is among423
placesacross the country tobe
added toHistoric England’sNational
HeritageList.
The East CoastMain Line station,

built by theGNRbetween1891-92,
anddesignedby the company’s
architectHenryGoddard, replaced
anearlier, smaller stationoriginating
from1852 that hadgradually
becomeunable to copewith the
growingnumber of passengers.
It is in the Italianate villa style

favoured byGNR and boasts
impressive decorative ironwork on

the platform canopy.
Thediningand refreshment rooms

showcasea rare survival oforiginal
tiled finishes thatwereparticularly
ornate for their purpose, andhave
nowearned the stationGrade II
listing.Havingbeencoveredwith
plasterboard foryears, thedecorative
schemehasmiraculously survived
themany renovations the station
hasundergone, andwas recently
uncoveredbyBassetlawRailway
Society,whichplans to restore the
rooms to their formerglory.
During theSecondWorldWar, the

stationwasusedas a canteenand
rest roomby theWomen’sVoluntary
Service, servingBritish andAllied
Forcesover twomillionmeals
between1940-46.
AHistoric England statement said

that the stationhasbeen listed“for
the very rare survival of theoriginal
finishes in thedining roomand
refreshment room,notable not only
for their strongaesthetic quality
and fine craftsmanshipbut for the
particularly ornatenatureof their
designwhichwasnot at all common
forpublic refreshment roomsat

railway stations.”
It added that the statuswas also

bestowedon the station“for its
remarkably longandwell-balanced
composition in the Italianate style
anddecorative ironworkon the
impressiveplatformcanopy,”and
“for itswell-preservedplanform,
including the service rooms in
the stationmaster’s house, and its
remarkably complete elevations
with their original fenestration and
platformcanopy,whichoverall
represent oneof themost intact
medium-sizedGNRstations.”
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Left: Avonside0-6-0STNo. 1972of1927Stamford,whichwas

designedwithanopen-backedcab to facilitateescape, is seen

inside theRocksbyRail exhibitionbuildingonSeptember10,

2017.GARETH EVANS

Above:Stamfordheadsapartyof visitors along the systemat

Pilton IronstoneQuarries inRutland.When thequarries closed

in June1969, the locomotivewasacquiredbyBluebell Railway

membersbut sawnouse there.RBR

Rare survivorof a rural railway: the renovated

Bishop’sCastleweighbridge isnowbecominga

heritage centrewithmuch tooffer tourists and the

local communityalike.BCRS

THEBishop’sCastleRailwaySociety aims to
complete the transformationof the town’s
weighbridge intoaheritage centreby the summer.
The railway –which ran from the Shrewsbury

toHerefordmain line near CravenArms to
Bishop’s Castle – opened in 1866, butwas
continuously short ofmoney, and closed due
to bankruptcy in 1935. Its Bishop’s Castle
weighbridge buildingwas left to rot from the
1960s onwards.
In recent years, the society took over the

restorationwhen the buildingwas covered in
ivy, and treeswere growing out of it. Planswere
made for providing a railway interpretation and
visitor centre, exploring how the coming of the
line in 1865 changed the lives of those in a small

isolated community by enabling cheaper goods
to come into the area, local produce to reach
widermarkets andmaking travel to the larger
towns possible.The stories of the peoplewho
worked on the railway, the businesseswhich
used it and the community that travelled on
it will be recorded and available to the public
today and for future generations.
Despite the challenges of 2020, society

membersworkedwhenever permissible to
further its restoration. New replicawindows and
doorswere fitted, a rainwater drainage system
installed, the interior walls and ceiling plastered
and electricity connected.
ANational HeritageOpenDay in September

proved successful, andworkwill continue

throughout thewintermonths, with interior
decorating and fitting a small kitchen.
The society hopes to hold a series of events at

theweighbridge during the year and has invited
vehicle clubs to stage displays on the large
outdoor area alongside.

NewBishop’sCastleRailwayheritage centre
earmarked for summeropening

Help keep Stamford in Rutland!

ByRobinJones

THEGeorgian coachingdownof

Stamford sits in the far south-western

corner of Lincolnshire, a stone’s throw

fromadjoiningRutland.Nowan

appeal hasbeen launched to keepa

steam locomotivenamedafter it in

its next-door neighbour, England’s

smallest county.

Avonside 0-4-0ST No. 1972 of 1927

Stamford is owned by the Bluebell

Railway in faraway Sussex, but is

currently loaned to Rocks by Rail –

the Living Ironstone Museum RbR),

based near Cottesmore in Rutland,

the trading name of the Rutland

Railway Museum.

Displayed in the venue’s exhibition

building, Stamford is one of only

a small handful of quarry steam

locomotives which operated in

the ironstone quarries in Rutland,

having spent all of its working

life on the standard gauge lines

at Staveley Minerals Ltd’s Pilton

Ironstone Quarries.

Supplied new to the quarries on

February 23, 1927, the locomotive

was specified with an open backed

cab to allow escape when working

through the narrow three-corner

tunnels at Pilton.

Features
ThePilton systemhad anumber of

unique features, including semaphore

signals to protect the steeply-graded

and curved climbpast the locomotive

sheds to thequarries, aswell as a

swingingbarMidlandRailway shunting

signal near theweighbridgeoffice in

the exchange sidings.

In its latter years at the quarry,

Stamfordwas the locomotive on

duty for a visit of the Industrial

Railway Society.

The Bluebell Railway recently

agreed to sell Stamford to Rocks by

Rail so that it can remain in Rutland,

not far from the ironstone quarry at

which it was once in daily use.

The museum is now raising funds

to purchase the locomotive and start

the long road ahead for its repair,

reassembly and conservation as a

historic exhibit.

RbR chairman David Atkinson

said: “We are grateful to the Bluebell

Railway for firstly securing the

locomotive for preservation when

Pilton ironstone quarry closed

in 1969, secondly for allowing it

to come on loan to the museum

and thirdly for now offering the

locomotive for sale to the museum

so that it can remain on public

display in its home county.”

Double support
Former Bluebell plc chairman

Christopher Hunford said: “As this

small quarry loco did not fit in with

our core objectives as a working

heritage railway in southern

England, we are pleased to offer

it to the volunteer-run museum

to safeguard its future in an

appropriate location.

“Anydonationsmade to themuseum’s

StamfordLocoAppealwill thusbenefit

two railwayheritageorganisations

andenable theBluebell Railway to

continue to invest in vital future railway

infrastructureprojects to safeguard its

continuedoperation.”

➜Donations towards the purchase
and restoration of Stamford are
invited. Chequedonations should
bemarkedon the rear‘Stamford
LocoAppeal,’madeout to Rutland
RailwayMuseumand sent toMrA
Salmon, RbRTreasurer, 4Main Street,
Stanford-on-Soar, Loughborough
LE125PY. AGift Aid form is available
by emailingCurator@rocks-by-rail.org
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J270-6-0No. 65894passes throughGoathland
stationwith theChristmas ‘Moorlander’ dining
trainonDecember17. JOHNHUNT/NELPG

The left leadinghornguide for

No. 63395 is seenbeingmeasuredon

November18. IAN PEARSON/NELPG

Thehornguide forNo. 69023 Joem is

machinedonDecember18.

NEALWOOD/NELPG

NELPG’s K1 on track for a return to Grosmont
ByGarethEvans

THENorthEasternLocomotive

PreservationGroup’s (NELPG)K1

No.62005 isoncoursetoreturntoservice

followingmaintenanceworkatWest

CoastRailways’premises inCarnforth.

As outlined in the‘Locomotive

Group Profile’ feature in issue 274, the

2-6-0 has been stabled in Lancashire

after it spent the summer season

workingWest Coast’s ‘Jacobite’service

on theWest Highland Line.

The locomotive and tender

wheelsets were reprofiled in early

November and the locomotive

reassembled ready for its move back

to the NorthYorkshireMoors Railway

(NYMR) at Grosmont on November 16.

Unfortunately, in preparing for the

move, a leak was detected on the

right-hand side of the throat plate.

Following non destructive testing

(NDT) of the defective plate work, the

insurer said that a temporary repair

could be undertaken and agreed the

method of repair, weld procedure and

subsequent testing. The repair was

undertaken and successfully NDT’d by

the end of December, duringwhich

the annual ‘cold’ insurance examwas

also undertaken.

In addition to the NDT, the throat

plate repair required hydraulic and

steam tests which, asHRwent to

press, was hopedwould be carried

out during theweek commencing

January 11. Subject to these tests

being successful, it was planned to

move the locomotive to the NYMR by

the end of January.

Maintenance
Q60-8-0No. 63395hasbeen

undergoingwintermaintenanceat

Grosmont.At thebeginningofOctober,

the clearancesbetween theaxleboxes

and thehornguideswereassessed

and itwasdecidedall the clearances

shouldbebroughtback tonominal

with shims.TheNYMRwascontracted

todo thiswith theassistanceofNELPG

volunteers.Thisworkwas successfully

completedbyearlyDecember, the

locomotive rewheeled, side rods refitted

and the framesmovedback toNELPG’s

DeviationShed fromthemotivepower

depot running shed.

The next jobwith the frames is

the slide bar alignment. The steam

reverser was removed from the

frames to enable a repair to the steam

cylinder piston ring. The insurance

company out of frames steam test for

the boiler was planned for January 11

– subject to Covid-19 restrictions.

J27 No. 65894 hauled trains on the

NYMR for 30 days fromAugust until

the cessation of services due to the

second England-wide lockdown,

which began onNovember 5.

This included an appearance on the

BBCTV programmeMortimer &

Whitehouse: Gone Fishingwhen the

comedians visited the NYMR on

October 22. The 0-6-0 was then

stopped for a 28-daywashout and

exam, whichwas completed,

including a steam test, shortly before

it was due to re-enter traffic.

Since then, it has been acting as

spare engine for NYMR services and

hauled two Christmas‘Moorlander’

journeys just before Christmas.With

the railway again forced to cease

operations due to the latest lockdown,

attentionwill now focus on the annual

winter inspections andmaintenance.

Progress continues to bemade on

the overhaul of the group’s J72 0-6-0T

No. 69023 Joem. NDT of the boiler

shell and firebox has taken place

at Northern Steam Engineering in

Stockton-on-Tees, and as this issue

went to press, was due to be followed

by a visit from the boiler inspector.

It was also hoped tomove the

original cylinder block to South Lincs

Foundry in Spalding. The new block is

to be cast from a pattern.

Overhaul
AtNELPG’sHopetownworkshop in

Darlington, limitedessential tasks

arebeingprogressedby specifically

rosteredvolunteers inaccordancewith

Covid-19 rules.

Awheelset assessmenthas confirmed

that theyare sound, apart fromsome

dishing in theboss faces,whichwill

be rectifiedat the same timeas tyre

turning.Thecentre setofhornguides

havebeenmachinedand refitted.The

rear sethasbeen removedand isdue to

machined imminently.

The J72 Appeal continues, with all

the boiler stays and cylinder block

fitted bolts now sponsored. Other

sponsorship opportunities remain.

Visit www.nelpg.org.uk for details.

THETarkaValleyRailway isplanningto

install amemorial inhonourof its late

chairman,RodGarner.

Rod, one of the stalwarts of the

Torrington-based heritage line, lost his

battle with cancer onOctober 16.

Hewas one of the original few

whose dream it was to recreate this

section of the LWSR’sWithered Arm.

Hewrote books on the route andwas

one of the heritage line’s trustees.

As its public relations officer, he

dealt with local authorities andwrote

articles for all forms ofmedia.

A statement from the railway said:

“Rodwas a bigman, both in stature

and personality; he was at his best

in talking to the public andwas

often found in the shopwhere he

and his widow, Anita, would spend

many hours.

“He had been diagnosedwith

cancer in 2019, but came toTorrington

station at every opportunity.

“During the last couple ofmonths,

his attendance diminished as he

was confined by the constraints of

the illness.

“The permanent way team raced

to get the‘main line’of theTarka

Valley Railway ready (as far as the first

phase) so that Rod could achieve his

dream and travel by rail as far as the

first bridge. This was achieved on

September 29.

“Rod has done his bit for the railway

andwill bemissed by hismany

friends.We are planning a fitting

memorial in Rod’smemory.”

➜Anyonewhowishes to contribute
towards theplannedmemorial is
invited to senddonations toBarclays
Bank,TarkaValleyRailway, sort code
20-04-59, accountnumber33321045,
referencememorial fund, or senda
cheque to:TheTreasurer,TarkaValley
RailwayCIO,TorringtonStation,
Torrington,DevonEX388JD.

Torrington revivalists to honour former chairman Rod Garner
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Frameplates fornewPrinceGeorgenowcomplete
THErearmain frameplates fornew-
buildLNWRGeorgetheFifthclass
4-4-0No.2013PrinceGeorgehave
beencutandprofiled.
Tata Steel Profiles ofWednesbury

delivered theplates to the LNWR
George the Fifth SteamLocomotive
Trust’s private site in north
Nottinghamshire onDecember 17.
The front frameplates have

alreadybeen cut, andnow
the complete set has given
the locomotive its identity, as
per tradition.
Once thepandemic is under

control, the trust hopes to invite
supporters to viewprogress of the
locomotive, estimated to cost up to
£2million, at its site.
OnChristmas Eve, the trust

launcheda£20,000 appeal for the

outside fittings for themain frames,
andhas so far raisedmore than
£5000.
In July 2013, theTrust

approached theDuke andDuchess
of Cambridge toname their
locomotive after their newborn
sonPrinceGeorge.TheDuke

andDuchess accepted, and the
locomotivewasgiven thenumber
2013, the year of his birth.
Anyonewhowould like to

help theproject to re-create this
exampleof an extinct Charles
BowenCooke class, is invited to visit
newprincegeorgesteam.org.uk
whichhas adonationspage.
Donationsmayalsobe sent to
chairmanPaulHibberd at 62High
Street, Buntingford, Herts
SG99AH,with chequesmade
payable to‘LNWRGeorge the Fifth
SteamLocomotiveTrust’.
The trustwould also like to

hear fromwould-behelpers
with specialist skills, for example
engineering, IT anddigital
marketing.They are invited to
telephone01763272883.

Above: TheMidland&

GreatNorthernRailway

Bridge234atBourne:

campaignerswant it

restoredasamajor

landmarkof the town’s

history.ROBIN JONES

Right: Bridge234 in the

latterdaysof the line it

spanned

Thenew23ft long rear frameplates

arrivingat theGeorge theFifth

SteamLocomotiveTrust’s private

site innorthNottinghamshire, all

duly covered in zincpaint.GVSLT

Can you help
save Bourne’s
Bridge 234?
ByRobinJones

ACAMPAIGNto save the‘last’

railway structure in theLincolnshire

market townofBournehasbeen

gathering steam.

Three-arch Bridge 34, which carried

an unsurfaced country lane over

the Midland & Great Northern Joint

Railway (MGNJR) line from Saxby,

stands in the way of a planned 373-

home expansion of the town’s Elsea

Park development, on which around

1500 properties have been built

since 2001.

Bellway Homes wants to complete

the estate with more homes,

bungalows, a pedestrian greenway

and open spaces. However, the

bridge, currently surrounded by

briars, and covered in graffiti, stands

in the centre of the site.

Condition
Bellway said that thebridge,which is

onprivately-owned landandnot, itwas

understood, yet sold to thedeveloper,

is not“structurally soundandcannotbe

retained in its entirety.”

The developer added that it is

“committed to celebrating the

heritage of the bridge as a feature for

the open space”by looking at options

which might include keeping part of

it, possibly as a public art feature.

There is little else today to give any

hint that Bourne was once a thriving

four-way junction. Its original station

opened in 1860 as the northern

terminus of the Bourn & Essendine

Railway, which ‘co-opted’an existing

building, the Elizabethanmansion

Red Hall, as its ticket office and

stationmaster’s house, rather than

build a new one.

Next came the Bourne & Spalding

Railway in 1866, creating a through

station. In 1872, the GNR opened the

Bourne & Sleaford Railway and finally

the MGNJR opened the Saxby route

in 1894. Bridge 234 would have been

the last landmark seen by eastbound

passengers before arriving at Bourne,

possibly on their way to the North

Norfolk coast.

With the closure of most of the

MGNJR system in 1959, Bourne lost

its passenger services on May 2

that year, and closed to freight on

April 5, 1965. The Red Hall, which

was bought in 1962 by the Bourne

United Charities, survives intact, but

21st-century development has all but

wiped away any remaining traces of

the station and indeed trackbed.

Local historian Steve Giullari

began campaigning in 2016 for

the bridge to be saved, when he

appealed through the local press for

information about it.

Two years later, he set up a

Facebook page, Non Time History –

Save Our Bridge, which subsequently

evolved into Bourne History Group

and grew to the point where it now

has 1500 members.

An ongoing debate began how the

bridge could be preserved/retained

and when it appeared that the site

could be developed, the local council

received numerous objections.

Survivor
Steve said:“Bridge234 is allwehave

left fromanerawhich isbeing rapidly

erased fromhistory.Anynewcomer

toBournewill not realiseBournewas

home to four lines, eachwith itsown

platforms.The stationhadagoods shed,

engine sheds,water tower, turntable,

level crossings, bridgesandmanyother

things in connectionwith the running

of a railway.

“What we still have is the smallest

part of the goods shed which is now

a children’s nursery; part of a coal

office/shed which is now a private

residence; and three gatehouses

which are also private residences.

We also have the Red Hall, but none

of these can be used to represent

our railway. The Victorian period, the

ancestors of Bourne, are being erased

and forgotten.

“The much-loved Bridge 234, is our

very last piece of railway heritage

we can save which can stand as

a monument to Bourne’s railway;

to Bourne’s Victorian, Edwardian

ancestors, when Bourne was at its

height of greatness.

“It will become a focal point. Maybe

with the correct kind of funding and

input this area could be turned back

in time as we save the bridge and

lay a small piece of track re-creating

the past.”

Steve believes that it would be

possible to keep the bridge physically

intact. He appealed to well-wishers

to join the Facebook page at

fb.me/bournehistory and to make

a donation towards an appeal to

support the campaign to save and

restore the bridge as a landmark for

future generations.

A website is also being set up at

sagiullari.wixsite.com/nontimehistory

IN BRIEF
➜ THE Grade II listed signalbox

on the platform at Torre

station in Torbay, which has

full planning for conversion

to a holiday home, is due to

be auctioned online between

February 2-4.

For details contact Paul Fosh
Auctions on 01633 966069.
➜ AFTER much hard work behind

the scenes, the Hull & Barnsley

Railway Stock Fund has been

granted charitable status.

As previously reported, the

organisation owns the collection of

artefacts and rolling stock relating

to the former cross-country route.

➜ THE Peak Rail Association has

bought 1936-built LNER steam

breakdown crane No. 941591

from Peak Rail with the aim of

returning it to operation.
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World’sbiggestMallet locomotivenowrunningagainaftermammotheffort
THEworld’sbiggestoperating
Malletarticulated locomotive, the
WesternMarylandScenicRailroad’s
Chesapeake&OhiocompoundH6
class2-6-6-2No.1309,made itsfirst
moveunder itsownpower in64years
onDecember31,at theconclusionof
asix-year£3.5millionoverhaul.
In1948,No.1309becamethe last

productbuiltbyBaldwin for theUS
market. IthauledtheChesapeake&
Ohio’sheaviestcoal trains throughout
KentuckyandWestVirginiauntil it
waswithdrawnfromtraffic in1956.
In 1976, itwasmoved to theB&O

RailroadMuseum for static display
and sold to theWesternMaryland
Scenic Railroad.

Its restoration to runningorder
in Ridgeley,WestVirginia, began
in July 2014, andhasbeen largely
fundedbygrants andprivate
donations, butwas slowedbyan
employee’s theft of components,
includingbronzebearings andwear
plates,whichhe sold for scrap for
$14,662.

US heritage railway crews
came from far andwide to assist
its reassembly in its final weeks.
No. 1309 has now begun a

series of test runs and is destined
to haul tourist trains over the
17-mile heritage line from
Cumberland to Frostburg
inMaryland.

ByGarethEvans

WORKonreturningtwoof theLlangollen

Railway’s (LR) residentsteamlocomotives

toactioncontinuesandtheplanningofa

third isatanadvancedstage–while two

BRsteamlocomotivesareset to leavethe

line in thecomingweeks.

Well-wishers have responded

positively to an appeal by the

Llangollen Railway GreatWestern

Locomotive Groupwhich is restoring

GWR prairie No. 5532 for use on

the line.

The group’s fundraiser Paul Bailey

said:“We’ve enjoyed a great start to

2021. I’m pleased to report that by

January 10, we sold twomore 5532

Club subscriptions, 90 £25 shares

have been purchased and the last

remaining large superheater tube

has been sponsored at £275. Seven

small tubes have also been kindly

sponsored at £50 each – leaving 38

out of the 195 left to sponsor.

“Our weekly raffle has also restarted

again after a Christmas and NewYear

break. It costs only £2.50 to have a go

and thewinner gets £50.With your

helpwe can keep the restoration of

No. 5532 going, even if contracted

boiler work is unable to proceed at

present, by raising the remainder

of themonies required to finish

the boiler.”

Hopes
“Ifweare togetourboiler finished

this year,wewill hopefullyget

No. 5532 running for the first time in the

preservationera in2022.”

The overhaul of GWR 0-6-0PT

No. 7754 continues at Llangollen. All

patch screws have recently been fitted

on the boiler.

Plans to return BR 4MT No. 80072,

which last ran in June 2019 when its

boiler certificate expired, are now

at an advanced stage. The 2-6-4T

is expected to be dismantled this

summer in readiness for the boiler

to be lifted.When initially restored,

the original side tanks and bunker

were reused. However, for the

next overhaul they are considered

life expired and are in need of

replacement. The cost of the new

tanks and bunker is quoted as

£90,000, with funding to be sought

to cover the expenditure, which is

additional to the 10-year overhaul.

Meanwhile, LMS‘Black Five’

No. 45337 is set to return to the East

Lancashire Railway (ELR) almost 10

years after it moved to the LR. Due to

Covid-19 restrictions, themove has

been set back until March.

After its rescue from Barry scrapyard

in 1984 byThe 26B Railway Co Ltd, the

5MTwas returned to traffic at Bury

in 1995.

Withdrawn for its 10-year overhaul in

2005, the boiler workwas undertaken

at the LR. In 2010, No. 45337 returned

to action on the ELR, beforemoving

on to the LR in 2011.

The ArmstrongWhitworth-built

engineworked until 2017, when it

was withdrawn for firebox repairs.

Overhauling the 4-6-0, including

repairing the cracked firebox

throatplate, is estimated to cost in the

region of £300,000. Stripping down is

expected to commence following its

arrival at Bury. It is intended that the

locomotive will return in LMS guise as

No. 5337.

GWR 2-8-0 No. 3814 is also set

for a new home – although its new

residence remained to be confirmed

as this issuewent to press.

Future
Previouslybasedat theNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailway, thetenderof theCollett

‘heavy freight’movedtotheLRfor the

completionof its restoration in2016.

Therestof the locomotive followed in

September2018.

The crinoline has been fitted to

No. 3814 andwhile the boiler cladding

has been delivered, it remains to be

fitted. The tender is due to remain

at the LR, where it will be usedwith

No. 6880 BettonGrange (see Headline

News, pages 8 and 9).

➜Tosupport thereturnofofNo.5532
for theLlangollenRailway,visitwww.
facebook.com/5532locomotive
–orwrite to:LlangollenRailway
GWLocomotiveGroup,Dolwen,
Bryneglwys,CorwenLL219LY.

Public support boosts Llangollen prairie overhaul

Back in steamandmovingafter 64years: Chesapeake&OhioH62-6-6-2No. 1309onDecember31.WMSR
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As itwas: Theeasternentrance toBobbinMill ‘BigTunnel’ on theCockermouth,

Keswick&PenrithRailway in1935, looking towardsKeswick. The tunnel,which

was filled inwhen the line closed in1972, hasbeen reopenedaspart of a restored

railway trail.CUMBRIAN RAILWAYS ASSOCIATION

Opening time: SchoolchildrenMontyandHollywithRichardLeafe, chief

executiveof theLakeDistrictNational ParkAuthority (left) andKeswickmayor

Paul Titley, at the reopeningonDecember4ofBobbinMill ‘BigTunnel’ on the

restoredKeswick toThrelkeldRailwayTrail. Joining in the celebrationsare local

residents Sally andKeithLunsen.ADRIANNAIK

IanRileybuys
Heritage
Painting
HIGHLY�RATED relivery specialist

contractorHeritagePaintinghas

beenacquiredbyRiley&Sons

ofHeywood.

As reported in issue 274,

owner of the Darwen-based

company, former RAF pilot and

self-taught painter Ian Hewitt,

42, who began his work in the

sector as an East Lancashire

Railway (ELR) volunteer, decided

to close the business.

However, Riley & Sons

managing director Ian Riley

said: “This was a perfect

opportunity for us to bring

Heritage Painting into the fold

of all the services we already

offer to our clients. Since our

relocation to Heywood a few

years ago, we have already been

able to add services that we just

could not previously with the

limited space at Baron Street.

Future
“With Ian’sdecision to stepback,

I felt that thiswasanothernatural

evolutionofRiley&Sons,with the

chance tocontinue the success

ofHeritagePaintingunderour

banner.Wecannowprovideour

clientswitha‘one-stop shop’for all

aspectsof their engineeringand

overhaul requirements.”

During its first few years, Riley

& Sons also offered the newly

formed Heritage Painting a

home base to work from.While

he volunteered at the ELR, Ian

Hewitt also received tips from

Ian Riley on painting.

Ian Hewitt said: “With my

decision to step back from

the company to look after my

health, I wanted the business to

continue in a safe pair of hands

for the years to come.

“I couldn’t think of a better

organisation to be part of

than Riley & Sons, given

the remarkably successful

track record we have of

working together.”

READ THESE ISSUES AND
HUNDREDSMORE IN THE

classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive

Railway tunnel reopens
half a centuryafter
the last trainpasses
ByGeoffCourtney

ARAILWAY tunnel in theLakeDistrict

thatwas closedand filled innearly

50years agohas reopened, although

its trafficwill nowbewalkers and

cyclists rather than trains. It is the

92-yardBobbinMill tunnel, known

locally as‘BigTunnel’anda featureon

theCockermouth, Keswick&Penrith

RailwaynearKeswick station.

The 31½-mile line was opened in

January 1865, with passenger and

goods trains being operated by the

LNWR andmineral traffic by the NER.

It was closed in two stages, from

Cockermouth to Keswick in April

1966 and between Keswick and

Penrith in March 1972.

Three miles of the trackbed,

between Keswick and Threlkeld,

were opened as a rail trail in 1985,

and became a popular attraction to

walkers, cyclists and tourists. This

section included Bobbin Mill tunnel

under the A66, but due to cost it was

not incorporated at the time into the

trail and was filled in.

However, disaster struck in

December 2015 when Storm

Desmond devastated the trail. Two

of the line’s original bridges crossing

the River Greta were washed away,

as was 220 yards of embankment,

a third bridge was damaged, and

a section of raised boardwalk

destabilised, all of which made the

trail unusable.

Significance
Due to the trail’s importance to the

Keswick andThrelkeld community,

visitors to the area and tobusinesses – it

was estimated itwasworth£2million

annually to the local economy– the

LakeDistrictNational ParkAuthority

led a fundraising and restoration

project thatwas supportedby

Highways England, Cumbria Local

Enterprise Partnership, and the Lake

District Foundation.

On December 4, exactly five years

after the stormwreaked its havoc, the

trail, this time including ‘Big Tunnel,’

was reopened by Richard Leafe,

chief executive of the Lake District

National Park Authority, Keswick

mayor Paul Titley, and two local

10-year-old schoolchildren, Monty

and Holly.

The restoration, which was

carried out by Carlisle-based Cubby

Construction, cost £7.9 million, and

was the largest ever undertaken by

the authority. It included rebuilding

and repairing the three miles of

the trail, reopening ‘Big Tunnel,’ the

construction of two new bridges and

major repairs to a third, the creation

of 220 yards of new path, stabilisation

of the river bank, andmeasures to

reduce future flooding risk.

“It’s taken five years to complete,

but we’re thrilled to be able to

reopen the trail,” said Richard Leafe.

“I’d like to thank all of our funders

and project partners, and the local

community for their fundraising and

their patience.”

Bruce Parker of Highways England

said: “As part of our commitment

to give cyclists and pedestrians a

better deal along our major A-roads

network, we were delighted to be

able to provide almost half the

money needed to restore the link

between Keswick and Threlkeld. The

route provides a much safer and

more pleasant alternative to cyclists

and pedestrians using the busy A66.”

Describing the trail as a“much-

loved route,” Jim Jackson, chairman

of Cumbria Local Enterprise

Partnership’s investment panel, said it

would strengthen visitors’experience

and the economic performance of

the Lake District National Park.

A fundraising campaign led

by the Lake District Foundation

raised £130,000 towards the cost of

the project.

Sarah Swindley, the foundation’s

chief executive, said: “The local

community, businesses, residents,

visitors, and organisations all played

their part through everything from

duck races to online auctions.We

are looking forward to everyone

enjoying the trail for years to come.”
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Cuttingof light:MaunsellQ0-6-0

No. 30541, the sole survivorof a class

of 20, approachesThreeArchBridge

with the8pmSteamLights illuminated

special fromSheffieldParkon the

Bluebell RailwayonDecember11.

NICK GILLIAM

RailtrailToursdeclaredBritain’s best rail holiday company inpublic vote
LEEK-BASEDtouroperatorRailtrail
Tourshaswongold in theprestigious
BritishTravelAwards.
The family firm,which employs

14 staff including founder and
managingdirectorDave Felstead,
sonPaul anddaughter Julie, was
votedbest rail holiday company in
a classification for tour operators
with fewer than 10,000passengers
per annum.
Themajor award,which is

recognisedby consumers as the
‘symbol of excellence’within the
travel and tourism industry, is based
entirely on votes frommembers of
thepublic.

Dave startedhis passion for
operating rail holidays after
watching the BBCTV seriesGreat
Railway Journeys of theWorld,
whereMichael Palin starred in the
British version featuring a train
journey fromLondon toKyle of
Lochalsh, filmed in 1979. Dave
contacted former colleagues at
Stoke station and set up a‘follow
inMichael Palin’s footsteps’rail
holiday. Itwas so successful that it
led to further tours and apassionate
hobby that eventually grew into the
family firm it is today.
The company now operates an

extensive collection of escorted

rail inclusive holidays of Britain,
Europe and select worldwide
destinations. Tours range from
classic rail holidays featuring
spectacular train journeys,
wonderful attractions to steam,
rail and ale tours visiting breweries
and heritage steam railways.
With Railtrail having licenceswith

every train operator in the country,
passengers have the option to
commence their tours fromany
railway station in theUK.
In 2021 Railtrail is scheduled to

operate over 130 escorted tours
throughout Britain and Europe
varying from three to 14 days

duration, with longer visits to
Australia and Colorado.
The Covid-19 pandemic severely

curtailed tour operations in 2020.
However, Railtrail said it is unique
in tour operating by having its
own trust account at Lloyds Bank,
whereby all clients’money paid
for tours goes directly into it
and remains there until after the
tour returns. Sowhenever a tour
has been cancelled, clients have
automatically received full refunds
within days of cancellationwith no
need to complete claims forms.
For further details visitwww.

railtrail.co.uk or call 01538 382323.

Rheidol purchasemay see slate
quarry veteran resteaming in 2023
ByRobinJones

THEValeofRheidol Railway (VoR) is nowthe

permanenthomeofManningWardle0-4-0STNo. 1382

of1897 Jubilee1897after completing itspurchase from

quarryownerWelshSlate–andplansare inhand to

return it to steamafternearly 70years

Named to commemorate Queen Victoria’s

Diamond Jubilee, the VoR has been the

locomotive’s home for the past two years.

From new, Jubilee 1897worked at Cilgwyn slate

quarry in the Nantlle Valley, hauling waste to

remote tips near the village of Y Fron. It was sold

toWelsh Slate in 1928 when it travelled to Dinas

Junction on its own wheels down the incline and

over theWelsh Highland Railway for unloading at

Penrhyn from a standard-gauge wagon.

It worked at Port Penrhyn at Bangor for a year,

before being stored at Felin Fawr. Painted and

returned to steam at the end of the SecondWorld

War, it worked on Red Lion Level at Penrhyn Quarry

until it was withdrawn from service 10 years later.

It was then sent to the Narrow Gauge Railway

MuseumTrust at Tywyn and was cosmetically

restored for display.

In 2016, Jubilee 1897wasmoved to Felin Fawr

where the Penrhyn Quarry Railway project was

being developed. Originally intended as a static

exhibit there, an examination established that

it was in fundamentally sound condition and

agreement was reached that the project would

restore it to steam at Coed y Parc workshops.

Overhaul
Dismantlingcommenced in2017,but fourmonths

later theproject collapsed, and theVoRoffered to

accommodate itwhile theNarrowGaugeRailway

MuseumTrust establishedaway forward. Its

componentswere relocated toAberystwyth in2018.

VoR chairman Robert Gambrill said: “Manning

Wardle is a locomotive builder not previously

represented within our collection, so we jumped

at the chance to secure an example of this

manufacturer.We are planning to restore

Jubilee 1897 to steam by 2023, allowing the public

to see it working again for the first time since

the 1950s.”

Welsh Slate managing director Mark Hodgkinson

said: “Jubilee 1897will always be a part of our

history and we’re only glad it has found such an

appreciative permanent home.”

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Areyoua
userofonline
professional
networking
websiteLinkedIn?

If so, follow the recently launched

HeritageRailwaymagazinepage

onLinkedInatwww.linkedin.

com/company/heritage-railway-

magazine/

Jubilee1897whendisplayedatTywyn.ROBIN JONES
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QueenVictoria’s royal saloon,built by theLNWRatWolvertonWorks in1869will

againbea focalpoint in the revampedStationHall.NRM

Preservedandplush: the interior ofQueenVictoria’s royal saloon insideStationHall.NRM

PhilipBenham, chairmanof theFriendsof theNationalRailwayMuseumand the

Yorkmuseum’sheadof interpretationanddesignCharlotteKingston.NRM

Royal trains highlighted in
NRM’s £500k StationHall facelift
ByRobin Jones

THENational RailwayMuseum’sGrade II

listedStationHall –home to the

national collectionof royal carriages,

includingQueenVictoria’s original 1869

saloon– is toundergoa£500,000 refit.

The refurbishment of what had

been a working goods depot until

the 1970s, funded with the aid of

£300,000 raised by the Friends of

the National Railway Museum, will

start this spring with the aim of

developing and refreshing Station

Hall’s permanent exhibition.

The project will redisplay the

carriages into complete royal trains

matched with period locomotives. A

new addition to the hall will be Class

47 No. 47798 PrinceWilliam, one of

a select number of locomotives to

have hauled the current royal train.

The revamped exhibition will see

an estimated 200 new collection

items and 25 rail vehicles go

on display.

The project will provide a greater

focus on the roles of railway

workers and passengers and

under-represented stories from

railway history. These will include

women’s experiences of working

for the railways and the first black

railway workers from theWindrush

generation who helped shape

Britain’s postwar railway. It will also

reveal stories around the building

itself and the movement of goods

around the city and beyond.

The Science Museum Group will

also provide £200,000 to complete

physical improvements to the roof

and walls of Station Hall, which dates

from 1877.

Displays
Anewobject tobedisplayedwillbean

originalwoodenWHSmithkioskwhich

stoodontheplatformofWaterloostation.

Currently intheconservationworkshop,

thekioskneedsextensiverefurbishment

before itcangoonpublicdisplay.

The project will also feature

greater use of film and sound, with

new installations drawing on the

museum’s extensive archive, such

as the pioneering sound recordings

of Peter Handford and, another

project also funded by the Friends,

the museum’s National Archive of

Railway Oral History.

The final list of objects and vehicles

is likely to change as the project

develops, but themuseum hopes to

appoint designers in 2012 and share a

more detailed plan of the new layout.

Station Hall is a popular venue for

corporate dinners, award ceremonies

and even weddings. In 2019 more

than 60 events took place in the hall,

with over 10,000 guests attending.

The new plans will retain an event

space and refurbished café.

Support
TheYorkmuseum’sheadof

interpretationanddesignCharlotte

Kingston said:“I amgrateful to the

Friendsof theNational Railway

Museum,whohaveenabledus

to create anexcitingpermanent

exhibitionwhichwill informand inspire

futuregenerations.

“Station Hall is popular with our

visitors and our changes will be

impactful but sympathetic, using

new collection items and railway

stories to bring the railways to life,

while retaining the character of the

original building.”

Friends chairman Philip Benham

said: “We’ve contributedmore

than £1.5 million towards some 60

museum projects over the years, but

this is one of the most significant yet.

Stations are where people first meet

the railway, and the scene for many

individual encounters and dramas.

“The Friends are excited to have

this opportunity to help the museum

tell their important story anew,

together with the equally vital stories

of those who worked at stations, or

simply passed through them.”

The project is scheduled to be

completed by 2022, subject to wider

Vision 2025 andYork Central activity.
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Architects chosen for new Locomotion collection
building to house 50 additional rail vehicles
ByRobinJones

THEScienceMuseumGrouphas

chosenAOCArchitecture todesign

a£4.5-millionproject tobuild anew

collectionbuildingat Locomotion

inShildon.

The facility will house up to 50

rail vehicles, bringing the total at

Locomotion to 120 and creating the

UK’s largest railway vehicle display.

It is part of Locomotion’s

£6 million improvement programme

to regenerate the museum’s historic

site, with Durham County Council

contributing £2.25 million towards

the new building.

The architects will create a

sustainable, lowmaintenance and

low energy-usage building, which

is sympathetic to the local area and

accessible for visitors. The final design

will feature a lightweight, steel frame

construction that will be open to the

public and will house railway vehicles

in a stable environment.

Construction is due to start in April

2022, subject to planning permission

being granted for the development,

with work scheduled to be complete

by early 2023.

AOC Architecture was appointed

after a competitive design tender,

which ran earlier in the year.

Plans for the new collections care

facility at the Ashfield brownfield

site, formerly occupied by a

banana processing plant, were first

announced in January and following

the completion of a land transfer,

the project can now proceed to the

design and construction phase.

Museum head Sarah Price said:

“This is the most significant change

to Locomotion since opening and it

will create a more inviting presence

that emphasises Locomotion’s pivotal

role as a cultural cornerstone for

the community.

“Access to Locomotion and the

site’s historically-significant collection

will remain free for all visitors,

helping us to create a lasting and

meaningful legacy that celebrates

the region’s globally important role

as the birthplace of the railways.”

Exhibits
Theexact line-upofnewvehicles in

thenewbuildingwill bedetermined in

thecomingyear, but for the first time,

itwill enable Locomotion to‘theme’

displays and tellmorecomprehensive

railway stories.

Durham County Council leader

Simon Henig said: “County Durham

has a proud railway heritage and we

are equally fortunate to be home to

Locomotion. It truly is a world-class

museum that attracts hundreds of

thousands of people each year, which

in turn boosts our economy and

ensures the county is firmly on the

map as a visitor destination.

“The new building will enhance

Locomotion’s offer further, drawing

in evenmore people and helping

the county’s tourism industry

recover from the impact of the

coronavirus pandemic.

“As a council, we believe a thriving

arts and heritage sector not only

enriches the lives of our residents,

but is key to a prosperous economy

and all the jobs and opportunities

that brings.”

Based in East London since it

was founded in 2005, AOC is best

known for its public buildings and

cultural institutions in historically and

politically-sensitive contexts.

AOC director Geoff Shearcroft said:

“We are delighted to be working

with the SMG team to develop a low

carbon, openmuseum store, creating

new opportunities for the public to

engage with the full diversity of the

museum’s collection. Through its

location and design, Locomotion’s

newest building will help activate the

surrounding landscape, enhancing

biodiversity and improving public

access to the museum site’s historic

buildings and demonstration

railway line.”

Prior to the Covid-19 pandemic,

Locomotion receivedmore than

200,000 visitors each year and the

development aims to grow this

number to more than 250,000.

Regeneration
Thenewbuilding is the largest in

a seriesof regenerationprojects

planned for Locomotion in the run

up to thebicentenaryof theStockton

&DarlingtonRailway in2025.Other

projects include the refurbishmentof

the site’sGrade II-listed railwaybuildings

and the relocationofGaunlessBridge

–oneof theworld’s first iron railway

bridgeswhichwascreated for the

Stockton&DarlingtonRailway.

It is also part of the National

Railway Museum’s £55.3mVision

2025 project which will

transform both

museums in York

and Locomotion.

Locomotion, theNationalRailway
MuseumatShildon.NRM

Isometricplanof theLocomotion

museumsiteat Shildon, showing

theplannednewcollection

building left of centre.

AOCARCHITECTS
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Gwili Railway gets National
Collection breakdown crane
ByRobinJones

IN A complexmovementover 230miles

and lasting72hours, theGwili Railway

andtheWelshRailwaysTrust (WRT) took

deliveryofhistorically-importantCowans

Sheldondiesel-hydraulicbreakdown

craneNo.ADRC96714.

Obtained with the help of the

ScienceMuseumGroup and

Network Rail, the 75-ton-capacity

crane will now enter service on the

Carmarthenshire heritage line and

play a key role in its expansion plans.

The Carlisle-built crane entered

BR service in 1980 as part of

themodernisation of recovery

operations. Operating across the

UK network, the crane was based in

SouthWales from 1983 until 2008.

In 1999, the crane had been fully

overhauled, and the same year, due

to the historical significance of such

pioneering breakdown cranes, the

Railway Heritage Committee (RHC)

selected crane No. ADRC 96714

to be preserved at the end of its

working life.

Significance
Oneof the lastof its type inBRservice,

thecrane remained inoperationuntil

2017, and twoyears later, theRailway

HeritageDesignationAdvisoryBoard

(RHDAB)– thesuccessorbody to the

RHC,which reports to the trusteesof the

ScienceMuseumGroup– identified it as

acandidate for transfer toanewhome.

Followingaprocessofduediligence

withanumberof interestedparties, the

WRTwasannouncedas thesuccessful

recipientof thecrane.

Rail Support Services (RSS) moved

the crane, which weighs 152 tonnes,

to Bronwydd Arms following six

months of planning.

The journey wasmainly undertaken

by rail fromWigan Springs Branch to

Margam yard, Port Talbot, with the

final 40-mile stage by road to the

Gwili Railway, which is not connected

to the national network. Once the

crane arrived at Margam, it was

separated from its relieving bogies

for transport on a 13-axle Scheuerle

modular trailer for the leg of the

journey by road.

RSSmanaging director Andrew

Goodman said: “We contracted

West Coast Railways, the UK’s largest

specialist train operator, to handle the

rail journey. They provided two Class

37 diesel locomotives, Nos. 37706 and

37518, for the purpose.

“The journey began just after 1am

on December 14 andwith a 60mph

speed limit, arriving at Port Talbot

some 12 hours later.

“This was quite a difficult move as

the final part of the route is a narrow

road andwe had to ensure that

with the various services beneath, it

was safe for the weight of the load.

The road was closed for themove,

because it was necessary to reverse

the vehicle for the final twomiles

to unload it onto the Gwili’s track at

Bronwydd Arms.

“Overall however, everything fell

into place and the wholemove

was successful. The Gwili Railway/

WRT now has an extremely useful

and versatile piece of equipment

that should serve themwell for

many years, as they expand their

operation. I’m delighted to have been

able to ensure safe delivery of this

historic crane.”

Themovement, which received

financial support from theTransport

Trust, was accompanied by a package

of spares that will help keep the crane

operational and available to further

the railway’s future expansion plans.

Future
RHDABco-chairmanLordFaulknerof

Worcester said:“Wewereverykeen

toensure that this cranecouldbe

preserved.Having identified it asan

artefactwhich representsa significant

partofournation’s railwaystory,weare

delighted that itwill havea future in

heritagepreservationandwillbeusedto

develop theWRT.”

Gwili chairman andWRT trustee

Matt Bowen said: “We’d like to thank

the RHDAB, the ScienceMuseum

Group, Network Rail, DB Cargo and

Railway Support Services for all their

help and assistance inmaking this

happen.We are extremely pleased

to be able to bring this piece of

important railway history back to

SouthWales, for both display to the

public and use in service as part of

our plant and equipment.

“The crane is a real boost to our

future expansion plans.Wewill be

using this useful piece of equipment

for a range of lifting tasks on the line,

including eventual replacement of a

bridge over the Gwili river as part of

our plans to extend to Llanpumpsaint,

which will give us a full eight-mile

line from Abergwili Junction through

stunning countryside.

“Much of our route is not accessible

by road, so the crane will be

invaluable for that work at difficult-

to-reach locations.

“We chose RSS for this work

because we have developed a

successful relationship with them

over recent years. They understand

our needs and they are familiar with

the complexities of dealing with

the national network for complex

operations and overweight loads.

They were the obvious choice andwe

are delighted with the result.”

CowansSheldondiesel-hydraulic breakdowncraneNo.ADRC96714 safelyon

Gwili Railwaymetals. Itmarkeda return toSouthWales for the craneas itwas

originallybasedatCardiff Canton. JAMES BUCKLEY

TheWestCoastRailwaysClass 37sare seen followingarrival atMargamyardwith the crane.Rail Support Servicesmanaging

directorAndrewGoodman ison the right.RSS

The cranearrives at theGwili’s BronwyddArms station. JAMES BUCKLEY
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ByGarethEvans

THEPontypool&BlaenavonRailway (PBR) is

progressingtherestorationof twoof its steam

locomotives–GWR0-6-0PTNo.9629andBarclay

0-6-0STNo.2074of1939LlantarnamAbbey.

The 1945-built pannier tank spent several

years on display outside the Holiday Inn in

Cardiff city centre.Withdrawn from BR service

in 1964, it was sent toWoodhamBros’Barry

scrapyard the following year.

Rescued in 1981, it moved to Steamtown,

Carnforth for cosmetic restoration. In 1995, the

locomotive was donated to the PBR Locomotive

Group by the hotel’s owners, Marriot

Hotel Group.

Volunteers at the south eastWales heritage

line have been focusing their efforts on the

cab and bunker, with new platework inserted

as required. The cylinder block is also now

in position.

On December 20, the frames belonging

to LlantarnamAbbey, a veteran ofMountain

Ash colliery, were lifted onto a boiler trolley

to enable them to bemoved outside. In early

January, the frameswere due to bemoved

toWest Somerset Restoration atWilliton. The

West Somerset Railway plc-owned contractor

is expected to complete the chassis restoration

over the next 15-18months.

Meanwhile, the last steam locomotive

to bemanufactured by Sentinel in

Shrewsbury is set to depart the PBR to an as-

yet-undisclosed location.

Supplied new to the Imperial Smeltingworks

at Llansamlet, SwanseaValeNo. 1was preserved

by the Railway Club ofWales. It subsequently

spent time at the Gwili Railway, where it

returned toworking order in 1995, and theTeifi

Valley Railway, where it spent several years on

static display. It was advertised for sale by the

PBR in November.

➜BlaenavonTownCouncil has awarded the
railway two£500grants towardsessential
personal protectiveequipmentand the
installationof fencingatBlaenavonHigh
Level station.
Mayor CounAlan Jones said:“This year has

been particularly difficult for organisations
like the heritage railwaywhich depend on
large numbers of visitors for their survival. As
a result of the pandemic, they had to cancel
some of their biggest annual events and have
taken very littlemoney.
“We’re delighted to have helped contribute

to the hardwork volunteers have been putting
in behind the scenes to get the business
passenger-ready, andwe hope that 2021 sees
something like a return to normality and the
usual high visitor figures.”

Blaenavon steam fleet pair make progress
NewBR3MT takes shape
THEnew-buildproject to constructBR3MT2-6-2T
No. 82045at theSevernValleyRailway continues to
make steadyprogressdespite thepandemic.
Various lubrication pipe runs are beingmade

and the steam supply to the brake cylinder is being
consideredwhile access to the cylinder under the
cab is easier before the rear pony truck is fitted
in position.
Cladding has beenmade for the cylinder end

covers and steam chest end covers – quite a time
consuming task, particularly around the steam chests
where various different piecesmake up thewhole.
Work is also in hand on brackets for the sanding

equipment, parts for the rocking gratemechanism
and support brackets for themastermechanics spark
arresting screens in the smokebox. The lattermay not
be needed for heritage line use at the present time,
but it was thought preferable to fit the brackets into a
new and clean smokebox than possibly having to do
it at some time in the futurewhen the smokeboxwill
be dirty and very unpleasant towork in.
Fireboxwork continueswithmuchmarking out

and somepreparatory hole drilling underway on
various individual sections so it will be a little while
yet before the recognisable shape of a Belpaire
firebox appears.
➜Details ofhowyoucan support theproject canbe
foundatwww.82045.org.uk

Ready for service: LBSCRClassA1XNo. 32678Knowle, in SouthernRailway liveryasNo. 2678,departs fromtheKent&East SussexRailway’sBodiamstationduringa

pre-Christmas loaded test run. It culminated in the141-year-old0-6-0Tpassing its steamtest and thusbecomingavailable for apost-Covid return to traffic after a two-

yearoverhaul,which included the fitmentof a larger IsleofWight-stylebunker. TheBrighton-built ‘Terrier’was saved forpreservationafterwithdrawal in1963with

1,411,436mileson the clock, arrivedat theKESR in1988, andhasbecomeamainstayof the lineandpopularwithpassengers andvolunteers alike. Bodiamstationwas

openedby theRotherValleyRailway inApril 1900, closedbyBR topassengers in January1954and to freight in June1961, andwas reopenedbyKESRpreservationists

inApril 2000 tobecomethe10½-mile Tenterden-based line’s southern terminus.ALAN CROTTY. Inset:AnabandonedBodiamstation inAugust 1962, just over ayear

after it hadbeenclosedbyBR, lookingeastward towardsTenterden. CREATIVE COMMONS

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 37



IN BRIEF
➜APIECE of East Anglian railway

history has been revivedwith a

new sign installed at CokeOvens

Junction, half amile to thewest

of Lowestoft station. The junction

namedisappeared in 1970when

the Lowestoft to GreatYarmouth

line closed, but following a public

appeal for images of the original

sign, Network Rail, the Lowestoft

Central Project, theWherry Lines

Community Rail Partnership and

engineers fromBalfour Beatty

teamed up to install a replica close

to the original junction.

➜ THE overhaul ofWR 0-6-0PT

No. 9681 at the Dean Forest Railway

is currently focused on the cab. A

new roof has been drilled ready for

riveting and a new front spectacle

plate has been cut and fitted up. Built

at Swindon inMay 1949, the 57XX

was withdrawn for overhaul in 2013.

➜ EAST Lancashire Railway-

based Sulzer Type 2No. D7629

is undergoing a repaint and

bodywork repairs. Once complete,

the locomotive is set to emerge in

BR blue as Class 25No. 25279.

➜ THE overhaul of SR Bulleid

Pacific No. 34059 Sir Archibald

Sinclair continues to progress at

the Bluebell Railway. Having been

lifted off its wheels, the intention

is to steam clean the chassis and

then to commence its painting. All

the pistons and valves have been

removed and the bores measured.

Boiler work is currently focused on

staying the backhead, inner firebox

and outer wrapper.

Crowdsgather atKemble towatchGWR4-6-0No. 4930HagleyHallpass through

with the ‘RedDragon’ onFebruary2, 1985.DJS BAILEY/CREATIVE COMMONS

Theboiler ofGWR4-6-0No. 4930HagleyHall following itsdelivery toBridgnorth

onDecember16. SVR/FRIENDSOF 4930HAGLEY HALL

HagleyHall set to return
by the end of the year
ByPaulAppleton

MONDAY,December7wasa landmark

in thereturntosteamofGWR4-6-0

No.4930HagleyHall ,oncetheSevern

ValleyRailway’s flagship locomotive

butwhichhasnotsteamedsince

October1986.

The passing of its boiler’s out-

of-frames steam test took place at

Northern Steam Engineering (NSE)

which previously built a new tender

tank for the 1929-built locomotive at

its premises in Stockton-on-Tees.

The substantial work on the boiler

has included new side sheets, throat

plate and doorplate sections on

the firebox, the insertion of a patch

in the boiler barrel and a complete

retube. Its first warming fire was lit

on November 23 in the presence of

the boiler inspector and Andy Sweet,

one of the foundermembers of the

Friends of 4930 Hagley Hall group.

NSE’s Danny Dymott said:“This has

been amajor overhaul with the inner

firebox being removed from the boiler

and stripped to component parts. It’s

included a 75% new outer firebox,

a new front tubeplate, produced by

ourselves at NSE using traditional

methods, and fitting of all-new firebox

stays produced at Bridgnorth by the

SVR’s engineering team.”

Delivered to Bridgnorth on

December 16, the boiler was unloaded

using the boilershop’s overhead crane,

before being transferred to awell

wagon andwrapped up to protect

it until it can be transferred to its

bottomhalf, which is also progressing

towards completion.

MartinWhite, the SVR’s new head

of engineering said:“The return of

HagleyHall’s boiler is the conclusion of

32months of collaboration between

SVR andNSE.

“An excellent working relationship

has been developed between our

two organisations, and although the

work has been carried out at NSE

premises, there aremany components

in the boiler, such as the copper and

steel stays and safety valves, which

were produced by SVR personnel at

Bridgnorth and shipped to NSE.”

New cylinders have also been

made and fitted, alongwith new

cladding sheets.Work has progressed

recently on the bogie. Oncework

on the axleboxes and springs has

been completed, No. 4930 should be

rewheeled by spring. The cab has also

been reconstructedwith new side

sheets, and trial-fitted.

Prior to withdrawal in 1963,Hagley

Hall clocked 1,295,236miles. Rescued

from Barry scrapyard by the SVR

Holdings Company in June 1972

and restored to running condition in

1978,HagleyHall soon became one

of the stars of the SVR, hauling the

reopening train for Kidderminster

Town in 1984.

HagleyHall featured in the 1985

GWR150 celebrations. In amemorable

run, it stormed over the South Devon

banks in a double-headed runwith

No. 7819HintonManor, stepping in

at the lastminute after No. 6000 King

George V failed.

Following a period in store, it was

loaned to theMcArthurGlen shopping

centre in Swindon as a static exhibit

from 1999 until June 2007, after which

it was displayed in the Engine House

visitor centre at Highley.

Moved to Bridgnorth in October

2013, restoration has been supported

by the SVR Charitable Trust, as well as

the Friends group, with backing from

the successful 2012 share issue and

the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

The locomotive’s overhaul is a core

project for the railway’s apprentices.

Friends chairman Paul Hobson

said:“The successful steam test

on No. 4930’s boiler at NSE is a

momentous step in the overhaul of

the locomotive and a superb result for

all our long-standing donor ‘Friends’

and supporters.

“The fundraising initiative, begun

by the‘Friends’group in 1999 and

since admirably supported by our

faithful ‘donor Friends’overmany

years, now has the finishing line in

sight. Together, with the generous

support of the SVR CharitableTrust

and the £95,000 contribution from

our grant-aid partner The National

Lottery Heritage Fund, we should see

the reassembly and completion of the

overhaul of 4930 by the engineering

team at BridgnorthWorks over the

comingmonths.

“We are looking forward to the

full reassembly ofHagleyHall

and the increasing probability of

No. 4930’s wheelsmoving under the

locomotive’s own power in 2021.”

TALYLLYNRailwaygeneral

managerStuartWilliamshas

beenusing lockdownto trainas a

volunteer coastguard.

Stuart has been accepted to

become a Coastguard Rescue

Officer with HM Coastguard based

in Aberdyfi.

He and other trainees are currently

taking part in an online course which

is set to be completed by Easter,

in readiness for the beginning of

practical training in the spring. Then,

he and other trainees will join the

coastguard team on calls.

Stuart said: “It helps working for a

railway less than half a mile from the

sea! It is a real change frommy day

job, but will give me useful first aid

training as well as teamwork and

community support.

“I might get a bit wet too!”

The general
manager who
is becoming a
coastguard!
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Lifelong rail enthusiast appointed chairman of the GER Society
ByGeoffCourtney

LIFELONG railwayenthusiast Brian

Watson,whoseearlymemories are

of steamonLondonshedsduring

trainspottingvisits organisedby the

Junior LocospottersClubofGreat

Britain, hasbeenappointedacting

chairmanof theGERSociety.

Born in 1948, Brian lived in Ilford

until 1960, and in those 12 years

nurtured his love of railways that has

given him somuch pleasure over

the ensuing decades. “As a kid, I used

to lie down on top of a wall behind

Harrison Gibson’s furniture store in

Ilford High Road right adjacent to the

Up fast line into Liverpool Street,”he

told Heritage Railway. “The expresses

hurtled past and shook my friends

andme where we lay.”

Memories
HismentionofHarrisonGibsonbrings

back tohimmemoriesofwhen the

giant storewas razed to thegroundbya

huge fire inMarch1959,which resulted

in flames100fthighandwas the

biggestblaze in Ilford’shistory that is still

rememberedbymany locals to thisday.

“I livednearbyand itmadequitea sight

fromourbackwindows,”he recalled.

Now living in the Cambridgeshire

village of Sutton, near Ely, Brian is a

writer by profession, but his varied

career has also included senior

positions in retail businesses, and he

has written and performed several

plays and one-man shows on such

subjects as Charles Dickens and the

Brothers Grimm.

Another string to his bow is giving

talks on local railways, while he also

has twomodel railway projects

in progress, a garden OO-gauge

layout and another indoors in OO9

gauge, both with a GER theme. “I am

cracking on with the garden layout,

but the indoor project is making slow

progress,”he said.

Of his affection for the GER, he

explained: “I was born, and have

lived and worked in, GER territory

all my life, and have transitioned

from trainspotter to enthusiast,

with a particular interest in the

social aspects of railway, and

how their coming and going has

affected communities.”

Election
TheappointmentofBrian,who

hasbeenamemberof the society’s

executive committee for several years,

is an interimmeasureuntil a formal

electioncanbeheld.“Iwill serveuntilwe

canholdelectionsat somesortofAGM,

our2020onehavingbeendeferred.

Ideally thatwouldbe face-to-face in

the spring,butweare considering that

apostal ballotmaybe theonlyway to

electofficers.Meanwhile, I amarranging

meetings formembers viaZoomand

planninga seriesof railwaywalks for

when theybecomepossible.”

He acknowledged the contribution

made by his predecessor, Bill King,

who resigned the role due to other

work he carries out for the society. “I

have been privileged to see him at

work on our behalf, and his abilities

and achievements as chairman have

been prodigious.”

Renowned railway artist Malcolm

Root, who like Brian has lived

in the former GER territory all

his life, is a long-standing and

enthusiastic member of the society

and has frequently painted Great

Eastern scenes.

“I have often turned to the society

for historical accuracy in my work,

and I regard the group’s Great Eastern

News publication as one of the best

suchmagazines on themarket,”

said Malcolm.

SmartGreat EasternRailwayT26 class 2-4-0No. 486 is ready forworkatCambridge shed in thedaysprior to theFirstWorld

War inapaintingbyMalcolmRoot, akeenmemberof theGERSociety. TheLNER reclassified the class E4, and1894-built

No. 486waswithdrawn in June1931, amonthafterbeing involved ina collisionat Fakenhamstation,Norfolk.

Above:BrianWatson, thenewly-

appointedacting chairmanof theGER

Society.BRIANWATSON

Right: Capital scene:A smoky

Liverpool Street station in theGER

era is the location for apainting

byMalcolmRootof S69 class4-6-0

No. 1504awaitingdeparturewith

aneveningexpress andClassD15

ClaudHamilton4-4-0No. 1801 light

engineon themiddle road.Both

the locomotives survived intoBR

ownership, theS69asNo. 61504and

the ‘Claud’No. 62592.
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TheClass 314EMUwhichwill be converted intoahydrogen trainon theBo’ness&Kinneil RailwaypassesTheKelpies at

Grangemouthwhilebeing takenby road to theheritage line. The100ft-highhorse sculptures areofmythical Celtic shape-

shiftingwaterhorses.Designedby sculptorAndyScott andunveiled inOctober2013, they formagatewayat theeastern

entrance to theForth7Clyde canal andanewextension to thewaterway. TheKelpies arealsoamonument tohorse-

poweredheritageacross Scotland. SCOTTISH ENTERPRISE

CLWYDSouthMPSimonBayneshaspraisedthe
LlangollenRailway for theessential repairsbeing
carriedoutatDeeBridgesothatservicescan
resumeintheyearahead.
As reported last issue, supporters not only

raised the£15,000needed to renew thebaulk
timers on the three-spanbridgewithinweeks of
an appeal being launched inNovember, but an
extra £10,000was collected, andwill be used to
laynewsleepers in BerwynTunnel.
SimonvisitedDeeBridgeonDecember 4 to see

thework for himself, andmet LlangollenRailway
Trust chairmanRobertGordon.
TheMP said:“Everyoneat the Llangollen

RailwayTrust is doinganexcellent jobof carrying
out thenecessary repairs to run train services
in 2021.
“Iwas really impressed tohearmore about

their plans for the forthcomingyear despite the
challengesposedbyCovid-19,withnewservices
beingplanned for the restoredCorwen station.”
Robert said:“Iwould like to thankeveryonewho

has contributed toour appeal in helping to raise
themoney to enable theseworks to takeplace
andalso the volunteers and staff of Llangollen
Railwaywhoareundertaking these criticalworks
to enable services to continue to runnext year.”
Sadly, furtherworkon thebridgehas sincebeen

haltedby theWelshGovernment’s lockdown,
creating a further obstacle to any swift restart
of services.

LocalMPvoicessupport forLlangollenRailway’s
DeeBridgerefurbishmentduringsitevisit

ClwydSouthMPSimonBaynes, right, andRobert

Gordon, LlangollenRailwayTrust chairmanat the

DeeBridge. LR

Bo’ness&Kinneil to be testbed
for hydrogen train conversion
ByRobinJones

THEBo’ness&Kinneil Railway (BKR)has

found itself at the forefrontof aproject

whichmayrevolutionise train travel in

theUK.

Retired ScotRail Class 314 EMU

No. 314209 has been transported

by road from its Glasgow depot to

the heritage line for conversion to

hydrogen power.

Themove forms part of a project by

Scottish Enterprise, in partnershipwith

Transport Scotland and theUniversity

of St Andrews’HydrogenAccelerator,

to develop a‘green’alternative to

diesel power on non-electrified lines.

Project
Hydrogen fuel cell integration specialist

Arcola Energywill leada rail industry

consortiumtoundertake theconversion

of theEMUover thenext11months.The

systemwillbebasedonArcola’sA-Drive

technologyplatformandtheproject is

supportedbyrail engineeringandsafety

expertsArupandAbbottRiskConsulting

to forman integrateddelivery team.

It is intended to have the unit

presented to a global audience

attending the 26th UN Climate

Change (COP26) conference in

Glasgow in November.

The project will prove a big boost to

the BKR, whichwas financially hit by

the Covid-19 pandemic andmultiple

landslips caused by thunderstorms

on August 11/12 (issue 271) which left

the line closed.

Operator the Scottish Railway

Preservation Society (SRPS) launched

an emergency appeal tomeet repair

costs andmore than £112,000was

raisedwithin a fortnight of the

appeal launch, with even children

sending in their pocketmoney. The

hydrogen train project will prove

another income stream to the line

through rent.

SRPS chairman Steve Humphreys

said:“We have been at the forefront

of Scottish railway preservation for 60

years and being part of the future of

the railway industry in Scotlandmakes

a fitting project for our Diamond

Jubilee in 2021.”

Scottish Transport Secretary

Michael Matheson said: “This project

has the potential to be a game

changer for the future of Scotland’s

rail rolling stock.

Ambitions
“OurRailDecarbonisationActionPlan

setsout tomakeourpassenger railways

emissions freeby2035,but tomaximise

ourclimatechangeambitions, there is

alsoa requirement to lookatwhatwedo

with retiredstock. Ifwecanbring those

back intouse inacarbonneutralway,

therearehugeclimategains tobemade.”

Scottish Enterprise interim CEO

Linda Hanna said: “The close working

of our public sector, academia

and business will be a real draw,

with the added bonus of our third

sector being involved via the SRPS

in Bo’ness. As well as the project

benefiting from the expertise of the

volunteers and local contractors,

it is fantastic that this jewel in our

tourism sector will receive a boost at

a time when it is so needed.”
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THEBluebellRailwaystoppedrunning

post-Christmasservicesafter the

GovernmentplacedSussex inTier4 from

BoxingDay–butyoucanstill visit the

railwayandexperience itshighlights from

thecomfortofyourhome.

The railway has launched a new

series of virtual tours, startingwith

a 360 tour of Horsted Keynes and

Sheffield Park stations. Initially, the

aimwas to accommodate prospective

visitors whowere unable to visit

the railway at Christmas due to

tier restrictions.

However, the appeal has widened

with the closure of the line until

further notice.

The line’s marketing and

communicationsmanager Ruth

Rowatt said:“It’s been a difficult year

formany people and not everyone

has been able to visit the Bluebell

Railway as planned.Wewanted to

create something that would bring

the railway to the visitor’s home in an

interactive way.

“Wewanted to keep connected to

ourmembers, visitors and volunteers

and thank them for their continued

support.Wewouldn’t have reached

our 60th birthday in August 2020

without them.”

Financed by the Cultural Recovery

Fund for Heritage, the virtual tours

have been produced by the railway in

collaborationwith Stef vanVuuren of

Stef’s Photography.

The railway is expanding the tours

on offer to include itsmuseum, a

working booking office, carriage

interiors and a tour of the carriage and

wagonworkshop.

➜Youcan join thetoursatwww.
bluebell-railway.com/virtual-tours/

Bluebell beats lockdown
with virtual tours online

Anarmchair viewof theSheffieldPark locomotive shed.BR

Learnall aboutBluebell Railway signallingwithout leavingyourhome: an

ultimate socially-distancedheritage railwayexperience! BR

Sparesboost forDeanForest
Railwayheritage railcar fleet
THEDeanForestDMUGrouphas
purchasedClass 108Nos.W50632
andW52044 fromtheGwentDMU
Group,whichwill providevaluable
components for theGloucestershire
heritage line.
The cars entered preservation

in 1994 at the Pontypool &
Blaenavon Railway, returning to
traffic five years later in BR Blue &
Grey livery. Having been stored
out of service since 2008 awaiting
engine repairs, the vehicleswere
offered for sale in June 2020.
With spares availability

important to keep theDean
Forest Railway’s (DFR) popular
60-year-old resident Class 108
fleet operational, the opportunity
to acquire the PBR setwas too
good tomiss.
As part of the transportmove,

both vehicleswent via thewheel

lathe at GreatWestern Railway’s
St Philip’sMarsh depot in Bristol
for tyre turning. After arrival at the
DFR’s Lydney Junction, the cars
weremoved toNorchard by Class
08No. 08769 onDecember 23.
It is planned that No.W52044

will be stripped for component
recovery and then scrapped,
while No.W50632will initially be
used for storagewhilst its future
is decided.
The PBR remains home to

a Class 117DMU, comprising
DrivingMotor Brake Second cars
Nos. 51351 and 51397, which are
owned by the railway.
Five other Class 108DMU cars

are resident at theDFR.Two-car
set Nos.M51914 andM56492
operated the line’s inaugural
DMUSanta special service on
Wednesday, December 9.

RAIB completesMid-Norfolk
crossing collision investigation
THE RailwayAccident Investigation

Branch (RAIB) has completed its

preliminary investigation into the

December 10 incident on theMid-

Norfolk Railway’s (MNR)Norwich

Road level crossing inDereham, in

which the centre car of a newly-

deliveredClass 144No. 144018

crashed through thegates, as

reported last issue.

An RAIB statement said that the

carriage “detached from a winch

rope during unloading from a

heavy haulage road trailer directly

onto the railway. It ran away and

collided with the gates of a nearby

level crossing. The vehicle broke

through the gates and came to

rest over an open, public road.”

The RAIB said it will issue a

safety digest in the coming weeks.

A statement from the railway

said: “This investigation together

with the MNR’s own ongoing

investigation and review of

its own procedures will mean

that the railway will carry out

any changes required as soon

as possible.

“No person was injured as a

result of the incident and the

only damage that resulted was to

MNR property. The railway would

like to again thank the Norfolk

constabulary for their assistance

at the time.”

DMUcarbrokenupat East Lancs
CLASS104DrivingMotorComposite
LavatoryNo.50556wasscrapped
at theEastLancashireRailway (ELR)
inDecember.
It hadnot run since entering

preservation inMarch1993and
prior to itsmove to the ELR in 2016,
hadbeen stored at both theTelford

SteamRailway andatMeadowhall.
It is the first Class 104 tobe

scrapped since the lastmain
line examplesweregas axed in
December 1995.Thebreaking
ofNo. 50556has yieldedahost
of valuable spares to aid the
remaining12Class 104 vehicles.

BLACKPOOLtramsBrushRailcoach

No.625andBallooncarNo.726have

bothbeenacquiredfromtheirprivate

ownerMattLodgebytheFylde

TransportTrust.

While both cars – which are in

need of restoration – do not feature

in current plans for Blackpool

Transport’s retained heritage fleet, the

trust hasmade the acquisition on a

speculative basis with ideas inmind

for their future.

Formerly known as Lancastrian

Transport Trust, FyldeTransport Trust

owns a selection of buses and trams

which operated along the Fylde coast.

Historic Blackpool trams
join trust collection

The Brighter Steam
NewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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Picturedat theunveilingof theThomasBrassey interpretationpanel atChester station,which thegreatVictorian railway

entrepreneurbuilt in twoyears, onDecember8are, left to right: JaneHebblewhite (Chester&CheshireWestCouncil),Mark

Messham(Transport forWales) JohnWhittingham(society committeemember); CounSamanthaDixon (Chester&Cheshire

WestCouncil) andStephenLangtree (society chairman). TBS

Thomas

Brassey,who

whenhedied

150years ago,

left a fortune

of£5million,

equivalent to

about£600

million today.

Right: Shinyasnewthanks toPeek

polish: thedomeofSERO10-6-0

No. 65.BENGRAY

Railway building
magnate Thomas
Brassey honoured
ByRobinJones

VICTORIANrailwaybuilderextraordinaire

ThomasBrassey– for long labelled

‘Chester’sunsunghero’–hasbeen

honouredbytheunveilingofanew

interpretationpaneloutsidethecity’s

stationtomarkthe150thanniversaryof

hisdeathonDecember8,1970.

PeteWatermanOBE, record

producer, railway enthusiast and

patron of theThomas Brassey Society

said:“At last aman that helped build a

modernworld gets the recognition he

so rightly deserves.”

Brasseywas born at Buerton,

Aldford a fewmiles south of Chester

in 1805. He started his career as a

trainee surveyor onThomasTelford’s

Shrewsbury to Holyhead road (now

the A5) throughNorthWales. He

learnedmuch about civil engineering

and became a quarrymanager on

theWirral before setting up his own

business as a railway contractor –

just as the start of the periodwhich

became known as RailwayMania.

Brasseywas at its forefront, building

one third of all the railways in the UK

during his lifetime.

Scale
Hisbusinesswasnot confined to

Britain, ashebuilt oneoutof every

20milesof theworld’s railways that

were constructed inhis lifetime, andat

theheightofhis careerheemployed

anestimated80,000men inhis

globalworkforce.

Railways aside, he also constructed

othermajor works, including sewage

systems, docks and embankments

andwas active in the development

of locomotive factories’steamships,

mines andmarine telegraphy. Brassey

was amajor shareholder in Isambard

KingdomBrunel’sGreat Eastern, the

only ship large enough at the time

to lay the first transatlantic telegraph

cable across the North Atlantic,

in 1864.

The new interpretation panel was

funded by the society with the aid of

a donation from theTyrer Charitable

Trust. Its design and installation is the

result of a close collaborationwith

CheshireWest & Chester Council,

Network Rail andTransport forWales.

Speaking on behalf of the Brassey

family of today, Rowena Feilden (nee

Brassey) added:“How delightedwe

are that the Brassey Society is doing

somuch to promote our ancestor’s

great achievements.”

Reaction
CounLouiseGittins, leaderofCheshire

WestandChesterCouncil, said:“Weare

alwayspleasedtosupportcommunity

initiativesandspecial interestgroups,

especiallywhenattention isbeingdrawn

tooneofChester’smost famoussons.

“Thomas Brassey was indeed a

remarkableman; a civil engineer and

entrepreneur who deserves to be as

well known as Brunel, Stephenson

and other great figures of the

Victorian age.

“He built Chester station in less than

two years and it is now one of the

THEBluebell Railway’s locomotive
departmenthas secureda
sponsorshipdealwith themakersof
thePeekmetal polish,which it has
beenusing in recentmonths.
Bluebell volunteer cleaner Ben

Gray said:“I have been cleaning
the domes on all of our operational
locomotives, aswell as the other
brasswork, on aweekly basis,
which helps the locomotives
maintain a high standard of
presentationwhich the Bluebell
Railway is renowned for.”

Fellow locomotive department
cleaner AndyTaylor contacted the
Tri-Peek company to explain the
railway’s use of the product. He
said: “Later in the day a call flashed
up onmymobile from California! It
was Robert Peek, the owner of the
company. After a great discussion
about the Bluebell Railway, Robert
kindly agreed to supply a large
quantity of Peek for free.”
Tri-Peek has now agreed to

provide a year’s free supply of
metal polish to the Bluebell

Railway’s locomotive department
in return for the railway stocking
smaller-sized tubes in its shop.
Andy added:“We are in difficult

times and companies want to
help the Bluebell Railway. To a
company like Tri-Peek, this was a
small gift, but for the locomotive
department, this has been a
massive help.”

Peekperformance forBluebell engines

city’s most important listed buildings.”

The society was inaugurated

a year ago, although some of

its members have been lifelong

Brassey enthusiasts.

Its chairman Stephen Langtree

said:“This is by nomeans the end

of our ambitions. There are statues

of Stephenson, Brunel, Gresley and

Locke around the country andwe

think Brassey deserves his own bronze

sculpture here in Chester.”

He said that a fundraising campaign

for such a statuewould be launched in

the new year.

➜Moredetailsabout the
societycanbefoundatwww.
thomasbrasseysociety.org
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A£22,000 appeal toprovidenewBR
ClanPacificNo. 72010Hengistwith
a front bogiehasbeen launched
bybuilder the StandardSteam
LocomotiveCompany.
A landmark year recently saw

the assembly of the completed
elements ofHengist on display
at CTL Seal’s factory in Sheffield,
giving the first glimpse of a ‘Clan’
since the last of the class was
scrapped in 1966.
The charity also announced

a newpatron in 2020, with the
appointment of SteamDreams
supremo and lifelong enthusiast
David Buck.
As part of the next stages of

construction, which is taking place
at CTL Seal, the project team is

looking to complete the final
phase of work on the front bogie,
covering the construction of the
suspension system, and includes
the spring cradle plates, spring
brackets, leaf springs and
completion of the remaining axle.
Clan Project chairman Allan

Jones said:“We are delightedwith
the recent progress that we’ve
made despite the challenges posed
by Covid-19.
“However, we now need your

help so that we canmaintain this
going into 2021, which promises to
be themost significant year for the
project so far.
“We appreciate this is a difficult

time formany people, but if you
are keen to see a Clan in action

again and can spare a small
amount for a donation, it would be
much appreciated.”
To donate to the front bogie

appeal, visit www.theclanproject.

org/appeals/bogie/Clan_
BogieMain.php
➜Moredetails about the project
canbe found at
www.theclanproject.org

Help complete the frontbogie for
new-buildClanPacificHengist

New-buildClanPacificNo. 72010Hengist takes shape in theCTLSeal factory in

Sheffield. SSLC

Progressbeingmadeoncleaning the interiorofHythePier

Railway carriageNo. 4onDecember15.ALAN TITHERIDGE

Preparingand filling theexteriorwoodworkof carriageNo. 4.

ALAN TITHERIDGE

Hythe Pier carriage restoration on track for 2022
ByRobinJones

THE restorationof the first of four

carriages fromHampshire’s 2ft

gaugeHythePier Railwayhasbegun

and ismakingprogressdespite

Covid-19 restrictions.

The project is being undertaken by

the Hythe Pier Heritage Association

(HPHA) in conjunction with the Hythe

Men’s Shed (at the Pier).

The first coach being restored is

Carriage No. 4, one of a pair ordered

by the owner of both the Hythe Ferry

and Hythe Pier, Mr T B Percy,

in October 1921, from the Drewry

Car Company of London. Both

were built by Baguley Cars Ltd

of Burton-on-Trent as part of a

working arrangement between the

twomanufacturers. Baguley works

order No. 1047 arrived in Hythe in

May 1922 with the second carriage

(Baguley works order number 1048)

arriving a few weeks later. It is not

knownwhich of these two carriages

is Carriage No. 4.

Hythe Ferry historian Alan

Titheridge said: “The carriages along

with a further two that arrived in

May 1923, were not numbered until

the mid-1990s when a number

was applied after a refit, hence the

highest number could be on the

oldest carriage.”

Overhaul
Project LeaderTinaBrownsaid:“The

structurehasbeen strengthenedby

new framesbeingmadealongone

sideof thecarriageandnewtimber

and refurbishmentonall other areas

is underway.Thenewpanelsonboth

sides, front and rear arepaintedand

manyof theseare inplaceand look

fantastic, thanks to theefforts andhard

workaffordedby thevolunteers from

the shedat thepier.

“Work is currently underway

on the repair and restaining of

the carriage doors in another

workshop nearby and once all the

external refurbishment is complete,

replacement glass panes will be

sought to comply with the British

Standard specified for rolling stock.

“The internal paintwork will need

cleaning and preparing for a fresh

coat of paint. Although nearly 100

years old, the original seats are

beautifully made and show the

carpentry skills of that time, these

have been given a good clean and

only a touch up in keeping with

restored furniture”.

The railway is recognised in the

Guinness Book of Records as the

oldest continuously operating public

pier train in the world.

In May 1944, King George VI rode

along it in Carriage No. 2 while

on a visit to view the very many

vessels assembled in preparation

for the D-Day invasion. A plaque to

commemorate this was subsequently

placed in the carriage, but was later

removed by an anonymous and

unscrupulous souvenir hunter. More

recently a period penny has been

mounted on the backrest of the seat

on which the king sat.

The two tractors and the four

carriages have operated almost

continuously on Hythe Pier for almost

a century, permanently exposed to

the salt-water environment and in all

weather conditions.

Charm
Alanadded:“It’s archaic, it’s eccentric, it’s

awondrous relic thathasagainst all the

odds survived into the21st century.The

HythePier Railway trundles the length

ofHythePierbackand forthdelivering

andcollecting ferrypassengers some

50 timesdaily, as it has almostwithout a

break for ahundredyears.

“One hundred years! There isn’t

a person in or from Hythe who can

remember a time it wasn’t here. It

has been abused, derailed andmore

than once written off. However,

this remarkable piece of early 20th

century engineering has embedded

itself into the very heart and soul of

the village”.

When the future of the railway and

its pier appeared to be in doubt, the

HPHAwas set up in November 2016.

On February 6, 2019, 140 years

after the original pier construction

contract was agreed, Southampton-

based ferry operator Blue Funnel

announced it had handed over the

pier to the HPHA. The group, which

is a Community Benefit Society, is

planning to celebrate the centenary

in July 2022 with the restoration work

completed in time.

However, the Covid-19 pandemic

has hit the group’s fundraising

efforts, with the cancellation of its

popular and highly-successful Rock

the Pier music festival (planned for

July 31 this year).

➜Donations to theHPHAare invited
viawww.hythepierha.org.uk
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G5 locomotive project makes crank axle headway
Abreakthroughhasbeenmadewith

akeycomponent for thenew-build

project to construct anLNERG50-4-4T.

The design andmanufacture of

the crank axle has been a long and

difficult process – but following a

technical meeting with Ricardo Rail, a

clear path to achieve certification has

been reached.

It has been agreed that a more

frequent inspection regime will be in

place, along with a risk assessment

justification case.

The crank axle, along with the two

trailing wheels and tyres have been

despatched to South Devon Railway

Engineering at Buckfastleigh for

final assembly.

However, when they were received,

a problem came to light with the

manufacturing of one of the wheels.

Thankfully, the foundry offered

to manufacture another one free

of charge.

The wheelset is nowwaiting its

place in the queue to be assembled.

It was hoped to have it complete

imminently, meaning the Class G5

Locomotive Company can thenmove

on to achieving a rolling chassis.

Details of how to support the

Shildon-based project can be found

at www.g5locomotiveltd.co.uk

Everyhomeshouldhaveone: a

newuse for aMetropolitanRailway

luggage rackas soldbyLondon

TransportMuseumto raisevital

money to cover essential costsduring

its lockdownclosure. LTM

December17 sawthe first South

DevonRailway steam locomotive

movementsoutsideBuckfastleigh

station sinceMarch.GWR0-6-0PT

No. 1369undertook shuntingat

Buckfastleighbefore carryingout

trips along the full lengthof the line

with the steamdepartmentassessor

team.Thepurpose, carriedout

withinanengineer’s possessionat a

maximumof10mph,was toallowthe

assessors to carryout refreshers and

assessmentsoneachother, onboth

steamtractionand the route, aspart

of the line’s first steps toensuring the

competenceofoperational staff prior

to reopening in2021. Thedaywas

alsoused to confirmtheCovid-19 risk

assessmentandmethodstatement for

workingon the footplatebefore this is

rolledout fully.GILES GILBERT/SDR

TonyDunford.MNR

Mid-Norfolk
announces
two new
full-time staff
appointments
THEMid-NorfolkRailway’sTrust

Council has announced the

appointmentof twonew full-time

staffmembers.

Mark Sexton, the line’s first full-

time traction and rolling stock

manager, had been the running

andmaintenance foreman at the

North Norfolk Railway, where he

was a foundermember of that

line’s Junior Club aged eight,

and started as a trainee diesel

fitter in 2012. He said:“Railway

engineering has been ingrained

inme: both ofmy grandfathers

worked at AshfordWorks

in Kent.”

Tony Dunford has become the

line’s first head of refurbishment.

He has beenworking at

Dereham for Heritage Painting,

recently bought by locomotive

owner and engineer Ian Riley

(see page 32), on the various

contracts that were awarded by

the railway and also the resident

Stratford 47 Group formuch of

last year.

Prior to working for Heritage

Painting, Tonywaswell known

at the East Lancashire Railway

where, after first joining as a

volunteer in 1989, he spent 11

years from 2007working his way

up to become its foreman of

carriage andwagon restoration.

Tony’s first project will be

joining the team conducting

the National Lottery Heritage

Fund-backedMk.1 restoration,

focusing on two further coaches

that are nearing completion.

Hewill then repaint the line’s

Class 101 DMU, once bodywork

refurbishment is completed.

It will remain in BR greenwith

yellowwhiskers.

Tube ‘railwayana’
sale earns
museum £550k
ByRobinJones

LONDONTransportMuseumhasbeen

raisingvitalmoneyduring lockdownby

sellingdecommissionedoriginal items

fromtheUndergroundnetwork to

eagermembersof thepublic.

Vintage original items are initially

considered by the Covent Garden

Museum for inclusion in its heritage

collections – but if not required,

they are sold – and so far more

than £550,000 has been raised. All

money is being used to support the

museum’s charitable objectives.

Metropolitan Line luggage racks

have proved extremely popular. The

small versions sell for £100 each,

and the 3554 snapped up so far

have brought in £355,400 for the

museum. Added to this are the large

size versions, of which 1020 have

been sold at £150 each, generating a

further £153,000.

Jubilee Line buttons with a

right-facing arrow sell for £25 each

– and the 1053 sold has brought in

£26,325.

Overground train driver’s seats sells

for £375 each – and the eight sold

have raised £3000.

For £20, you can buy a tile from

Sloane Square station – and 93 have

gone for a total of £1860.

The priciest items are large lights

costing £450 from Neasden Depot

before it was fitted with LED bulbs.

Two were sold, bringing in £900.

Moquette seating fabric has been

sold off by the metre, generating

£8949, while 43 telephone handsets

for use in tunnels have been sold at

£75 each, making £3225.

Objectives
Museumdirector SamMullinsOBE

said:“Everypurchase supports London

TransportMuseum’swork as a charity

andhelps to conserveour iconic

collection, fromhistoric vehicles to a

world-class collectionof 20th century

poster art – this is especially important

tous in these challenging times.

“The museum offers a fantastic day

out and we are looking forward to

welcoming our visitors back through

our doors later in 2021.We are an

educational charity working with

children, parents, and teachers to

inspire a love of transport, science,

technology, design and engineering.

“Through our Route intoWork

scheme and online workshops we are

supporting young people – a group

hit hardest by the pandemic – into

careers in today’s transport industry.

“You can pick your very own

piece of transport history online

at ltmuseumshop.co.uk and, once

Government guidelines allow, in our

museum shop in Covent Garden. In

addition to our ‘decommissioned

originals’we’ve also got a great

range of gifts inspired by London

Transport’s rich design heritage

such as our popular Routemaster

bus moquette socks (see Off the

Shelf, last issue) and District Line

lambswool scarf.”

44 Heritagerailway.co.uk ind us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

NEWS



Heritagerailway.co.uk 45



Centuries ago,

medieval Corfe

Castleprotected

the IsleofPurbeck

fromhostile forces.

OnDecember9, its

illuminated remains

stoodsentinel

overoneof the

SwanageRailway’s

phenomenally-

successful Steam

andLights trains,

headedbySouthern

RailwayUClass

2-6-0No. 31806,

andwhichare

generatingvital

income in the

heritage line’s

modern-daybattle

against theeffect

of the coronavirus

pandemic.ANDREW

PMWRIGHT

ASteamandLights SOSappeal

hamper raffle at Swanage station.

ANDREWPMWRIGHT

‘Beach hut’ hamper
raffles boost Swanage
survival appeal
ByRobinJones

THESwanageRailwaybroughtabeach

hut to its terminus–andused it to

sell raffle tickets for festivehampers

to raisemuch-neededcash for its

SaveOurService (SOS) coronavirus

survival appeal.

Well-wishers, includingmembers

of the Swanage and District Chamber

of Trades, joined with the railway’s

supporters and the public at large

tomake donations of items for

the hampers.

The wooden beach hut was

loaned by Swanage residents Mick

and Sue Albsolom –while local

builders’merchant Travis Perkins

donatedmaterials to help turn it into

a festively-decoated booth for the

Covid-safe selling of raffle tickets.

Volunteers John Piper and

David Budd from the line’s estates

department, under the direction of

manager Pat Cattle, and volunteers

from telecoms departments,

assembled the booth.

Origin
Raffle ticketsweresold fromthebooth

ontheplatformatSwanagestation

before thedepartureof theSteam

andLights illuminatedsix-carriage

trains,with the festivehampersbeing

presented to thewinnersonthe return

of the trains to the resort.

The idea for the festive hamper

raffles came fromVicki Searle, one of

the threemembers of the railway’s

finance team, while the hampers were

made by Carina Lock, daughter of its

financemanager Lorna Lock.

The passenger services department

installed a till for bank card payments,

while Vicki’s husband Jonathan

decorated the festive booth.

Festive disco wands were also sold

to raise money for the coronavirus

survival appeal fund.

Fundraising chairman Randy

Coldham, a volunteer signalman,

said: “This has been an amazing team

effort with donations of gift items

for the Christmas hampers coming

from far and wide across the Swanage

Railway family.

“I would like to say a big thank you

to our finance team of Lorna Lock,

Vicki Searle and NicholaWatts for all

their dedicated hard work – as well as

a big thank you to all those very kind

people who have very generously

donated gift items for the fundraising

‘Steam and Lights’hampers in the

Swanage Railway’s time of need.

“Our Steam and Lights trains are

very important because the profits

from their operation go towards

helping the heritage railway survive

the potentially-devastating economic

effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.”

Popularity
TheSteamandLights trains,which

begantheirdebut seasononthe lineon

December5,provedsopopular that two

extra serviceswerearranged forNew

Year’s Eve tocater fordemand.

However, people who live in Tiers 3

and 4 and had booked tickets were

asked to contact the railway for a

full refund as they were not allowed

to travel under the Government

regulations that were announced on

December 19.

➜TheSOSappealhad raisedaround
£350,000asweclosed forpress.
The public can easily donate by

texting‘SOS’to 70470 to donate £10.
Also, cheques clearlymarked‘Save
Our Service’appeal can be sent to
the Swanage RailwayTrust at Station
House, Station Approach, Swanage,
Dorset, BH19 1HB.
To donate by PayPal or a fast

payment through internet banking,
visit www.saveourservice.co.uk
Donations can also bemade via the
Swanage Railway’s Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/swanagerailway

Surprisegrant
boost forGCR
Reunification
project

THEGreatCentralRailway’s
Reunificationprojecthasbeen
boostedbya£50,000grant from
alocalcharitable trust.
Theproject aims to raise

£3million to cover the third and
fourthphases of the scheme to
link theGCRat Loughborough
with its northern counterpart,
theGCR (Nottingham), creating
an18mile‘steamhighway.’
Connecting theheritage
lines needs abridge tobe
constructedover a local road
and car park and the rebuilding
of anembankment,with around
500yards of new railway in total.

Achivements
AndyFillingham,chairmanof
theFriendsof theGreatCentral
MainLine,which is leading the
fundraisingdrive, said:“At the
startofDecemberwehadraised
£375,000 towards theappeal
total.This latestphaseofour
Reunificationappealbegan
inMarch, so tohavealready
reachedmore than10%of the
fundingrequired isextraordinary.
“Thenwewere amazed to

receive this kind andgenerous
grant. After a yearwhich has
curtailed a lot of our planned
fundraisingwork, this is amost
welcomeChristmas gift which
has surprised us all!
“Wewant to carry onbuilding

as soon aswe can, butwe
must havemost of themoney
in place for the next two
phases beforewe can appoint
contractors.
“However,wehavebeen

able to commission consultant
engineers tohelpdesign the
rest of the scheme for us.They
are already atwork andwe
hope tohavemorenewsearly
in 2021.”
➜GreatCentralReunification:
VolumeOne:TheStartof
Something
Big,which,as
highlighted
in issue274,
details the
progressmad
sofar,has
alreadysold
hundreds
ofcopies,
withthebookbeingbought in
AmericaandAustralia.Toorder
thebookfor£10 (plus£2.50
postageandpackaging)email
blycett.gcr@gmail.com
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So how did this ticket
rack find its way from
Minehead across the
Atlantic to California?
ATRANSATLANTICmystery as tohowa

vintage ticket cabinet fromMinehead

stationendedup inanantique shop

storeroom in southernCaliforniahas

baffledWest SomersetRailway (WSR)

volunteers.

A dusty, wooden roll-fronted

cupboard photographed hanging on

the wall in Agoura Antique Mart in

Los Angeles was found to have come

from the Minehead branch, 5341

miles away as the seagulls fly.

Inquiries began when customer

Angela Cutbill took a long-distance

photograph of the cabinet so she

could enlarge the image to get a

better look at the markings on it, and

so find out exactly what it was.

Mother-of-three Mrs Cutbill, who

comes from Kansas, said: “I could tell

that it came from a railway station in

the UK, and decided immediately to

buy it.

“Given the labels on the ticket

slots, we believed that the cabinet

probably came from somewhere

on the Minehead to Taunton line

because of the destinations –

Dunster, Blue Anchor,Washford,

Watchet,Williton, Crowcombe

and Taunton.

“It is now right by my front door

where I intend to show it off to all

who visit us, and I don’t intend to

do anything to it other than polish

it occasionally, because it really

is beautifully built and in perfect

condition – it rolls open and closes

like new. Thankfully, it needs nothing

but admiration.”

Mystery
It appeared that thecabinetwas

lastusedbyBR in theSixties, but the

mysteryofwho took it to theUSAwhen

theMineheadbranchclosed in1971

remainsunclear.

Mrs Cutbill and her English-born

husband David who works for

financial firm Deloittes met while

studying at Durham University, and

they moved to California 25 years

ago.

WSR Journal editor and artefacts

expert Ian Coleby examined her

photographs and decided that

the cabinet must have come from

Minehead ticket office, because the

resort did not feature on any of the

handwritten labels. The single fare

to Dunster was shown as 8d (3p),

Blue Anchor 1s 9d (9p),Watchet 2s

6d (13p) andWilliton 2s 9d (14p) – all

slightly less than those in the final

Right:Details of theoldMinehead

station ticket rack.ANGELA CUTBILL

THE secondpair ofmachined
coupling rods for newGresley P2
2-8-2No. 2007PrinceofWaleswas
delivered toDarlingtonLocomotive
Works in time for Christmas.
The fundraising campaign to

raise an initial target of £210,000
needed to pay for themanufacture
of the heavymotion has alsomade
good progress, with £175,000
plus Gift Aid already pledged by
175 supporters.
Thework involved in

manufacturing themotion
includes the redesign of coupling
and connecting rods to use
modernmaterial as prewar nickel
chrome steel alloy proved prone
to fracture; the incorporation of
late-pattern BR-type continuous
whitemetal lined crankpin
bearing bushes; use of the late-A1
design of inside connecting rod
which overcame the tendency
for the original design of inside
connecting rods on LNER Pacifics
to big-end failure; open die
forging of six coupling rods, two
outside connecting rods and

the inside connecting rod and
strap; CNCmachining of all rods;
themanufacture of oil box lids,
coupling rod knuckle pins, nuts
andwashers and bearing bush
keys; casting of leaded gunmetal
and phosphor bronze castings
of crank pin bearing bushes,
machining andwhitemetalling of
bearing bushes; fitting oil box tops;
and assembly of bearing bushes
to rods.

Condition
Ashighlighted inour featureupdate
last issue, sevenyears after its launch,

progressof theproject continues to
makeprogressdespite thepandemic.
Theenginehasreachedthecondition
where it is recognisably aP2and the
structurally-complete tender tank
and tenderwheelsets arenowat
DarlingtonLocomotiveWorks.
Construction and assembly

work continues on all fronts,
including boiler, wheelsets, tender
frames, heavymotion, pipework
and electricals.
Designwork for the extensively

modified and improved cylinder
block is complete, with the focus
now turned to adaptation of the

Lentz rotary campoppet valve gear
to overcomedeficiencies in the
original design.

Milestone
DavidElliott, the trust’s directorof
engineering, said:“Thedeliveryof
the secondpair of coupling rods
forPrinceofWales is amajor step
forward for theproject, especially
given the limitationsofworking
during theCovid-19pandemic.
“Themachiningof each rodby

Stephenson (Engineering) takes
around100hours.Thenext steps
in themanufactureof theheavy
motion include: theheat treatment
of inside connecting rodandstrap;
machiningof trailing connecting
rods; deliveryofnewbronze rod
busheswhichwill bepressed into
intermediate coupling rods; and
altering thedesignof theoil lids,
commencing theirmachiningand
fitting tooil boxes.”
➜Fordetails ofhowtohelp theP2
project, visitwww.p2steam.comor
email enquiries@p2steam.comor
telephone01325460163.

New-buildP2No. 2007PrinceofWalesgets second rods forChristmas!

fare table issued in 1970.

FormerWest Somerset Steam

Railway Trust chairman Chris

Austin said he agreed it must have

come fromMinehead because of

the number of labels for tickets

to principal stations around the

country beyond Taunton such as

Bristol, Birmingham, Manchester and

Liverpool. Mrs Cutbill said: “I am so

appreciative of everyone on theWSR

weighing in with their thoughts on

my cabinet, which I just love.

“This is all such terrific information

that I cannot tell you how very

grateful I am. I am determined to

visit theWSR next time we come to

the UK.”

Above:DavidandAngelaCutbillwith

theoldMineheadstation ticket rack

givenprideofplace in theentrance

hall of their Californiahome.

ANGELA CUTBILL

IanMatthews

(fabricator and

fitter) andEd

Laxton (apprentice

machinist) unwrap

PrinceofWales’

leading coupling

rodsatDarlington

LocomotiveWorkson

December22.A1SLT
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– a couple of worksplates are eyeing the GCRA crown
WHILE threenameplateswill doubtless

fancy their chances of being the star

turns inGreat Central’s first live online

monthly 200-lot sale on February 6, the

smartmoney for anunexpected result

maybeonapair ofworksplates.

Probably the favourite of the two

to spring a surprise is fromLMS

Class 3F‘Jinty’0-6-0TNo. 47658, one

of 90 in the class built byWilliam

Beardmore&CoofGlasgow,whose

worksplates – nicknamed‘pearly gates’

for obvious visual reasons – have a

staunch followingdue to the company

building fewer than225 locos for the

UKmain line.

No. 47658 entered traffic inMarch

1929 (worksNo. 406),waswithdrawn

in February 1962 tobecomea

departmental loco at Creweworks

while retaining its number, andwas

finallywithdrawn inOctober 1966.

The secondworksplate is from

an0-4-0STwhosehistory included

operating formore than50 years on the

WantageTramway inOxfordshire. Itwas

built byManningWardle&Coof Leeds

in 1888 (worksNo. 1057) and asNo. 7

Massey, was oneof 173 locomotives

used in the constructionof the 36-mile

Manchester ShipCanal.

In 1893, the year before the canal

opened, itmoved to the standard

gaugeWantageTramway, again as

No. 7 andunofficially namedMary.

The 2½-mile line closed topassengers

in 1925but freight ranuntil 1945,

followingwhichNo. 7moved to

Newport in SouthWales towork in

the steel industry until itswithdrawal

in 1963 after anoperational life of

75 years.

Thenameplates thatwill square

up to theworksplates areBingley

Hall fromGWRNo. 5921, TheSouth

StaffordshireRegiment fromLMSRoyal

ScotNo. 46143, andBalmoral from

LNER-designed, BR-built A1No. 60140.

TheGWR4-6-0, namedafter theUK’s

first purpose-built exhibitionhall that

opened in Birmingham in 1850 and

burneddown in 1984, entered traffic

inMay 1933 andwaswithdrawn from

Westbury (82D) in January 1962.

No. 46143wasbuilt byNorth British

LocoofGlasgow inNovember1927and

withdrawn inDecember 1963whena

resident of theNottinghamshire shed

ofAnnesley (16D). Itwas somethingof

a peripatetic loco, for in the 1950s alone

iswas allocated to six different sheds in

thenorth-west, north-east, northWales,

Londonand theMidlands, including

three spells at theManchester depot of

Longsight (9A). In contrast, No. 60140,

whichwasbuilt atDarlington in

December 1948, had just twohomes

in its entire life – King’s Cross (34A)

andYork (50A), fromwhere itwas

withdrawn in January 1965.

Cabsidenumberplates include6843

from PoultonGrange and1646 from

aGWR0-6-0PT thatwith classmate

No. 1649 emigrated to the far north

of Scotland in the 1950s towork on

TheMound-Dornochbranch line,

whilemakingwhat is believed tobe its

auctiondebut in the samecategory is

SouthernRailway 173 fromanL114-4-0

(BRNo. 30173).

Another auction first-timer is BR(Sc)

station totemsign LochAwe, direction

signs includeBR(M) Shap station and

North Eastern Region Forster Square,

and there’s a fox froman LNERD49

‘Hunt’class nameplate. In addition,

theposter selectionhas four BR(E)

andBR(M)Cuneos, and among the

signalling equipment is aMiddleton

Top toHoptonTop single line staff from

theCromford&HighPeak Line.The

auction starts at 10am.

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY

Steam from north and south shines
in Casserley collection part II sale
NEARLY100negativesofYorkshire,

BerkshireandOxfordshire railway

locations featuringsteamin1957

toppedtherealisations in thesecond

andfinalpartof thesaleof theCasserley

photographcollectiononDecember5.

Soldasasingle lot, theywentunder the

hammer for£800.Nextat£720came120

negatives fromayearearlierof steam

inDevonandSomerset, followedby

89negativesofsteaminnorthWales

in1954, includingLlanberisandthe

SnowdonMountainRailway (£620).

Twolotsat£600eachwere68

negativesofsteamtakenatEastleigh in

1950– includingoneofOliverBulleid’s

unsuccessfulLeader locomotives–

and150negatives taken in1952of

NorthEasternRegionsteamatvarious

locations, includingall fourHullengine

sheds,Dairycoates,BotanicGardens,

SpringheadandAlexandraDock.Prices

excludebuyer’spremiumof15%(+VAT).

The liveonline, internet, telephone

andcommissionsalewasheldbyGW

Railwayana,andbrought toanendthe

auctionofoneof theUK’smostadmired

collectionsof railway images. Itwas the

workofHC(HenryCecil)Casserley,who

startedphotographingBritain’s railways

in1919and intheensuringdecadesbuilt

upacollectionof60,000 images.

Hedied in1991at theageof88,and

withthedeathofhis sonRichard in

October2017, the familydecidedtosell

theentirecollection.

AS REPORTED in lastmonth’s
column, a 1928 LNERposter of
BamburghCastle byWilliamRussell
Flintwent for £9200 inOnslows’live
online vintageposter auction on
November 26, but therewas plenty
of action below, led by a 1930GWR
issue featuring St Ives in Cornwall
that sold for £3900.
It was thework of Somerset-born

Leonard Richmond (1889-1965),

whohad a studio in the seaside
townandwas theCanadian
government’s official FirstWorld
War artist.
AsecondLNERposter to feature in

thetopthreewithapriceof£2300
promotedFortWilliamandwas
paintedbyAndrewJohnson(1893-
1973),whoalsodesignedposters for
theSouthernRailway,GeneralMotors,
Buick,LeverBros,Legal&General

Assurance,MossBrosandTheTimes.
The renowned landscape artist

JohnConstablewas rememberedby
a BR(E) poster released in 1950 that
went under the hammer for £1300.
It was by Kenneth Steel (1906-70),
was titled Constable’s Country,
and featuredWilly Lott’s cottage,
which appeared in several paintings
byConstable.
Lottwas a tenant farmerwho

lived in the cottage, in the hamlet
of Flatford, Suffolk, for his entire life,
from1761until his death in 1849,
and indeedwas reputed to have
spent only four nights away from
his home in that time.The cottage,
the earliest part ofwhich is 16th
century, is nowGrade-I listed and is
ownedby theNationalTrust. Prices
excludebuyer’s premiumof 25%
(incVAT).

Watch out nameplates

AN83-year-oldHornbyO-gauge

‘GoldenArrow’clockwork trainset

was the top railwaymodel seller in a

Vectis railwayana, railwaybooksand

models auctiononDecember11,witha

realisationof£1500.Dating from1938,

it comprisedSouthernRailwayNo. 850

LordNelson, Pullmancoaches Loraine

andVerona, and two-rail track.

Hornbyalso triumphed in theOO-

gauge selection,whena limitededition

live steamA3No. 4472FlyingScotsman

coupled to two tenders sold for £560.

Theworld-famousPacific ranwitha

pair of tenders for aperiodearly in its

preservationdays, includingduring its

1969-70 tourof theUSAandCanada.

ClosebehindNo. 4472camea

modelof another LNERPacific, A4class

No. 4489Woodcock,which fetched

£500.Thismodel capturedbut abrief

moment in the lifeof the locomotive,

for it carried thename for just a few

weeks, fromnew inMay1937until

being renamedDominionofCanada the

followingmonth.

Thenamewas then transferred

toNo. 4493,whichemerged from

DoncasterWorks in July1937and

remainedwith the locountil its

withdrawal fromNewEngland,

Peterborough (34E) asNo. 60029 in

October1963. Pricesquoted in this

liveonline, internet, telephoneand

commissionauctionexcludebuyer’s

premiumof25%(incVAT).

83-year-old heads the charts
in Vectis model railway sale

LNERandGWRformtop threeasvintagepostersgounder thehammer
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RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■January30

TransportAuctionsof London

(Liveonline, email, telephone

andcommission)

■EndsFebruary2

Paperchase

(Email, telephone,andpostal)

■February2

GreatCentral Railwayana tickets

(Emailandpostal)

■February5

LacyScott&Knight (models and

railwayana)

(Liveonline, email, telephone,

andcommission)

■February6

GreatCentral Railwayana

(Liveonline, email, telephone,

andcommission)

London auction house kicks off 2021
season with Great Western theme
ADISTINCTwesternairwill filter

through theTransportAuctionsof

Londonsaleon January30, for among

the lots area cabsidenumberplate from

anex-GWRsaddle tank, pre-Grouping

enamel signs fromtwosouthWales

railways, cast-iron signs fromGWR

joint lineswith theLNWRandGCR, a

selectionofVictorianGWRtimetables,

andaGWRclock.

Thecabside is fromNo. 1144, a

HawthornLeslie 0-4-0ST that started life

in July1909asSwanseaHarbourTrust

No. 13, becameNo. 974whenacquired

by theGWR in the1923Grouping,was

renumbered1144byBR inSeptember

1948, andended itsdays at Swansea

EastDock (87D) in January1960.The

twoenamels areRhymneyRailway

firebuckets and

Cardiff Railwayno

smoking signs,while

theoldestof the

timetablesdates

from1877.

Joining the

GWRamong

the timetables

andguides are

Bradshaw’s from

1840and1845and

a first-edition1933

HarryBeckLondon

Underground

diagrammatic

pocketmap, and linguistsmight

like the lookof aBR(S)dual language

porters/porteurs sign.

Still downsouth, there is a totemsign

fromtheWestSussex stationofBramber

on theAdurValley line, openedby the

LBSCR in1861andclosed in1966, and

anSR target sign fromanother former

LBSCRstation, Plumpton inEast Sussex,

whichopened in1863but, unlike

Bramber, is still open today.

Alsogoingunder thehammer is a

collectionof SouthernRailway/BR(S)

late1940s/early 1950s steamnegatives,

a selectionof albumscontaining rail

andother transportphotographsand

postcards fromthe late-Victorianperiod

onwards, andLondonUnderground

platformsignsandcabdestination

plates.The liveonline, email, telephone

andcommissionauction starts at 10am.

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA

e

ASMOKEBOXnumberplate from
aStandardClass 3MT2-6-0was
thewinner inTalisman’s email,
telephoneandpostal auction that
endedonDecember 2.Theplate,
which sold for £3050,was from
No. 77003, a Swindonproduct
that entered traffic in February
1954and spent its short life of
fewer than13years in theNorth
EasternRegion, ending its days in
December 1966whena resident of
Stourton shed, Leeds (55B).
Behindat £2500 came totem

signMatlockBath, aGrade II-listed
stationopenedby theManchester
BuxtonMatlock&Midland Junction
Railway in June1849, closedbyBR
inMarch1967, and reopened in
May1972.Twoother totems that

went for four figureswere Southern
RegionduoTemplecombe (£1550)
andPortsmouth&Southsea
(£1050).
FromSkellingthorpe signalbox

camea10inoak-cased clock that
fetched£1750andwasbelieved
todate from1897. Skellingthorpe,
theonly Lincolnshire stationon the
LancashireDerbyshire&East Coast
Railway,wasopened inMarch
of that year and closedbyBR to
passengers in September 1955 and
to freight inMarch1964.
Completing the lotswhich

topped£1000were aGreat Eastern
Railway locomotivewhistle
thatmade£1450 anda second
Standard smokeboxnumberplate,
92028 fromoneof the10Crosti-
boileredClass 9F2-10-0sbuilt
at Crewe in 1955 (£1100). Prices
excludebuyer’s premiumof 15%
(+VAT).
Talisman’s Roger Phipps said:

“Prices generally seemed tobe
verybuoyant.Wewereparticularly
pleasedwith the realisationsof
someof the‘smaller’items in the
salewhichwewouldnothave
placedas individual lotswere it a
liveauction, and I ampleased to say
thatwehave receivedanumberof
pleasingcomments in supportof
this all-inclusive style.Also,weplan
to continue sendingoutour colour
catalogues for all toenjoy.”

MogulNo. 77003 sets theStandard

aheadofMatlockBath totem

CLASSYNAMEPLATE:Bluebell RailwayMuseumhasputnameplateArdingly

ondisplayafter its purchaseat auction inOctober.As reported in this column

in issue274, themuseumpaid£7500 for theplateat a collectables saleheldby

WillinghamAuctionsofCambridgeshire, andafter restorationbyassistant curator

TonyHillman, itwasmountedbeneathSirWalterRaleigh fromLordNelson class

No. 30852,which themuseumacquired inAugust2017. TONYHILLMAN



Followingadustingof snow,GWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714makesa fine

sight as it departsBewdley, having crossedWribbenhall viaduct

witha train forBridgnorthonDecember30. The foregroundof

thiswintry scene is dominatedbyStAnne’sChurch, the towerof

whichdatesback to1695–while themainbodyof theChurchof

Englandpropertywas completedby1748. JOHN TITLOW





DumbletonHalloncourse
formainlinecomeback
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ByRobin Jones

HAVING last steamedon the South

DevonRailway (SDR) 21 years ago,

GWR4-6-0No. 4920DumbletonHall

appears to be set for a return to the

main line.

Owninggroup theDumbletonHall

Preservation Society has announced

that the locomotive has been sold

for a six-figure sum to“a restoration

basewith a proven capability to

overhaulmain line locomotives to

working order.”

Society chairmanRichard Elliott and

SouthDevonofficials declined to name

the buyer for reasons of requested

confidentially, but it has been reported

thatNo. 4920will be going toCarnforth

for overhaul.

DumbletonHall, one of the earliest

examples of Collett’s hugely-successful

mixed traffic Halls, was outshopped

fromSwindon inMarch 1929, andwas

first allocated toOldOak Common

and also shedded atOxford. In August

1950, it was transferred to Reading,

and laterworked out ofTaunton,

NewtonAbbot and Laira sheds. Last

allocated to Bristol BarrowRoad, it was

withdrawnby BR inDecember 1965

after travelling 1,396,966miles, and

sold toWoodhamBrothers scrapyard

at Barry.

It had become the longest-serving

classmember, having outlivedmost

its sisters on themain line by at least

two years.

Bought by the society in 1974 for use

onwhat is now theDartmouth Steam

Railway, it was the 82nd locomotive

to leave Barry scrapyard. It is also the

oldest preservedHall.

Restored to steamby 1990, its axle

weightmeant it was restricted to the

Staverton-Totnes section of the South

Devon Railway.

It hauled its last public trains on the

line onOctober 31, 1999, but society

members attended a last steamingon

November 21, before its 10-year boiler

ticket expired. It hauled coachNo. 9111

KingGeorge andVictorian saloon

No. 249 of 1894 fromBuckfasleigh to a

point just short of Nursery Pool Bridge,

overwhich itwas not allowed to pass

because of axle loading. Overall, it

has run only 37,000miles since its

extensive rebuild.

Future
In a letter to societymembers, Richard

said:“DumbletonHall is being sold to

another groupwho are prepared to

give the engine a newhome, a new

start and a far better chance of being

restored toworking order than if it

stays on the SouthDevon Railway.

“It has increasingly been a necessity

for funds to bedirected atmany other

things other than restoringDumbleton

Hall. It has become increasingly

obvious that ‘Dumbleton’ is at the

bottomof the pilewhen it comes to

the priority for overhaul of locos to run

on the SDR.

“At a committeemeeting at the

endof 2019, I reported thatwehad

received an approach fromanother

railway to take the engine on a long

lease. After due consideration itwas

decidednot to pursue the lease deal.

“Recently, though,wewere

approachedby another groupwith a

view tomaking anoutright purchase.

Their six-figure offer is onewe should

not turn down.

“Aftermuch soul searching and

looking at the cold facts andbearing

in the likely time lag in any progress

beingmadewith the overhaul at

Buckfastleigh, it has beendecided that

we should accept this offer.

“DumbletonHall is at the bottom

of the list for overhaulwith farmore

suitable locos for the operation of

the SouthDevon Railway aheadof it.

No. 1420 is in themiddle of amajor

overhaul, includingbuilding it a

brandnewboiler. No. 3803 heads up

the queue for restoration as a fairly

straightforward task.The situation

has been further compoundedby the

arrival at Buckfastleigh of prairie tank

No. 4160 on a long lease, butwith its

overhaulwell advanced.

“This has had the effect of pushing

theHall’s repair even further down

the road. By the timeNos. 1420, 3803

and 4160 are all back in traffic, the

next locos for overhaulwill find their

current 10-year tickets expiring, adding

to the pressure onworkshop space.

And then there is No. 3205 – a very

attractive candidate for early overhaul.

The railwaywill be looking seriously at

progressing that option.

“SellingDumbletonHallwould

seem tobe the bestway forward for

the goodof the locomotive.The sale

was discussedduring a recent‘virtual’

Zoommeeting of the directors of

SouthDevon RailwayTrust and South

Devon Railway Limited and itwas

agreed that the proceeds of a sale

would be ring-fenced and applied to

capital projects in the best interests of

the railway.

“Suchprojectswould be towards

the overhaul of No. 3803, possibly

No. 3205, and the construction of the

newCarriage&Wagonworks element

of the continuingdevelopment

programmeat Buckfastleigh. If someof

the fundswere to be used asmatched

funding for aHeritage Lottery project

then that could be away of generating

an evengreater benefit from the sale.”

GWR4-6-0No. 4920DumbletonHall is seenatBuckfastleighon theSouthDevonRailwayonAugust 14, 2011. Last steamed in

1999, its axle loadingmakes it tooheavy to runover theentire sevenmilesof this typicalGWRcountrybranch line.However,

it nowseemsset for a return to themain lineaftermore than55years. EDWEBSTER/CREATIVE COMMONS

‘Jacobite’will
run from
GoodFriday if…
WESTCoastRailways said it
is nowtakingbookings for
its‘Jacobite’serviceswhich–
easingofCovid-19 lockdown
restrictionspermitting–aredue
to commenceonGoodFriday,
April 2.
Theannouncementof the

hoped-for start of thenew
‘Jacobite’seasonwill begreeted
with relief by retail outlets in
Mallaigand theWestHighlands,
whichdependon the steam
trains tobringextra free-
spendingholidaymakers to
thearea.
If the current coronavirus

restrictionsare indeedeased
byEaster, itwill augurwell for
WestCoast’sprogramme,which
isplanned to startwith the
‘Dalesman’fromYorkvia the
Settle toCarlisle lineor from
ChesterbeginningonMay10
and June1 respectively.

Appearance
Nextup,WestCoast’s
‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’trips
fromSkiptonandLeedsor
PrestonandWakefieldaredue to
commenceonMay27.
However, themuch-anticipated

rareappearanceof the‘Northern
Belle’in actiononSouthern
metalsonDecember17was, to
widespreaddisappointment,
cancelled just 24hoursbefore it
wasdue to run.
Wellpatronised, thedecision

tocancel thecircular London-
Salisbury luncheontripoperated
byWestCoastRailwayswas taken
whenLondonwasmoved into
thestrictTier4coronavirus level.
Booked tobehauledbyLMS

‘BlackFive’No. 45212, the4-6-0
andstockhadyet to reach the
capitalwhen thepositioning
movewas cancelled24hours
before.As reported last issue,
other‘NorthernBelle’diesel-
hauled trainswere cancelled in
similar circumstances.

52 Heritagerailway.co.uk ind us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

MAIN LINE NEWS



The firstmain line steamcharter to run following theendingof the secondEngland-wide lockdownwasworkedbySRBulleidPacificNo. 34046BrauntononThursday,

December17. SaphosTrains’ ‘ThePennineMoors Explorer’ operated fromBirminghamInternational toBlackburn. The4-6-2makesanatmospheric sight as it climbs

through thegloomoverCopyPitwith its trainbound forCrewe fromBlackburn.DAVE COLLIER

ByCedric Johns

DESPITE the lossof 99%of its steam-hauled rail

tourbusinessduring thepastninemonths, Steam

DreamschairmanDavidBuck saidhe is encouraged

by thenumberof enquiries andbookings thathis

teamhavebeen receiving in recentweeks.

This figure includespassenger interest in the‘Royal

Windsor Express’shuttlesbetweenLondonVictoria

andWindsor&EtonRiverside, journeys created to

serve the tourist trade.

Due tocommenceonTuesday, June1, the trains

will departVictoria at 8am,11.15amand2.05pm

andwill offer anoptional return servicewitha

new innovation– the steam locomotiveworking

smokebox firstback toVictoria.

Motivepower is tobeprovidedbyB14-6-0

No. 61306Mayflowerorbya‘BlackFive’standby.

In tandemwith theWindsor shuttles, anevening

diner, the‘Sunset SteamExpress’is timed to leave

Victoria at 6.30pm.Routedover the‘SurreyHills’path,

thediner travels viaDorkingandReigate. Subject to

confirmation, the shuttles andeveningdining train

will runonTuesdaysonlyuntil September21.

Meanwhile, tomark its appreciationof the

dedication shownbyNHSstaff during thepandemic,

SteamDreams isofferinga10%discounton tickets

purchasedbyhospital andothermedicalworkers.

SteamDreamshopes toopen its 2021 tour

programmewitha‘Mother’sDaySpecial’from

Paddington toWinchesterpickingupatSlough

andReading, onSunday,March14,butwhether it

runsdepends, of course, on lockdownrestrictionsat

the time.

The‘Highlands& IslandsExplorer’witheight

overnight stopsandwhich is scheduled to start from

LondononMay6, and returning fromScotlandon

May14was reported tobebookingwell.

Equallyprovingpopular is a seriesof trips featuring

A3No. 60103FlyingScotsman, the first departing

LondonVictoriaonMay20withbothmid-dayand

eveningdining trains runningover the‘SurreyHills’

route.

OnMay23, theNationalCollection-ownedPacific

is due tohead forOxfordand toSalisburyonMay27,

this trip starting fromPaddington.Scotsman is

expected to runoutofPaddington for Southampton

on June6, travellingviaReadingandBasingstoke.

Cambridge is theA3’s final destination, the train

leavingKing’sCrosson June17, and inkeepingwith

the restof the series, a local creamtea tourwill be

onoffer.

Steam Dreams hopes for March
restart after Covid-19 lockdown

Bahamas to star in
four-dayCornwall tour
LMS‘Jubilee’4-6-0No. 45596Bahamas is set to
accompanyB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflowerona four-
day railtour toCornwall in early autumn.
SteamDreamshasbooked theKeighley&Worth

ValleyRailway-based locomotive for theSeptember
28-October1 tour. Itwill be the first timesince1967
thatBahamashasundertakena tripof this kind from
London, said theGuildford-based touroperator.
SteamDreamschairmanDavidBuck said:

“Weareextremelyexcited tohave teamedup
withTheBahamasLocomotiveSociety for this
momentousevent.
“Althougha special trip in its own right, there isno

doubt thatdouble-headingNo. 61306Mayflower

andNo. 44596Bahamaswill attract a lotof attention.
Later in theyear,wehope toannounce some
additional trips.”
Built in 1934,No. 45596 is theonly‘double

chimney’‘Jubilee’afterbeing fittedwith it in1961as
part of a trial, the final attemptbyBR to improve the
performanceof its steamfleet. Its recentoverhaul to
main line runningconditionatTyseleyLocomotive
Workswasachievedwith support fromtheNational
LotteryHeritageFund.Bahamaswill bebasedat
Southall during its Southern jaunt.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 53



Appeal to return ‘Deltic’Royal
Highland Fusilier to themain line
ByRobinJones

A£255,000appeal to returnClass 55

‘Deltic’No. 50019RoyalHighlandFusilier

to themain linehasbeen launchedby

itsowninggroup.

TheDeltic PreservationSocietywants

tohave it running in time for the40th

anniversaryof the‘Deltic Scotsman

Farewell,’the lastworkingon theclass for

BR,which tookplaceon January2, 1982.

The society’sheadof engineering

GrahamClarke said:“January2, 2022

maybe the lastopportunity to celebrate

amemorable anniversarydate for this

event asby the timeweget to45years

anddefinitely 50years EuropeanRail

TrainManagementSystem (ERTMS, in-

cab signalling)will be in full flowat the

southendof theEastCoastMainLine

andwithout this equipmentat a cost

of circa£650,000per locomotive, they

cannotoperate in thearea.

Challenges
“I don’tbelieve I amexaggerating if I say

that thechallengeswe’redealingwith

are the largestwehaveever faced, and

that failure tomeet those challenges

will lead to the cessationof‘Deltic’

operationwithin a fewyears.”

Grahamsaid that returningNo. 55019

to thenational networkwouldmark the

start of a series of strategic objectives

which the society needs to achieve in

the years ahead.

Oneaim is topass on the skills and

knowledge to keep‘Deltics’safe and

working to anewgeneration, and

therefore to allowclassmembers

tooperatebeyond thegeneration

who saved these iconic and

unique locomotives.

Secondly, thegroup said that there

is aneed todevelopanewgeneration

of‘Deltic’fans,whowill support the

locomotive long into the future.

Onemajor ambition is tohave all of

the society’s three locomotivesmain

line registered,with twoavailable for

useon thenational networkmost of the

time, and‘Deltics’operatingon themain

line aminimumof twicepermonth.

The societywill also aim tohave

all of its powerunits overhauled to

zerohours conditionover thenext

10-15 years,withothermechanical

equipment, electrical equipment and

bogies overhauled and renewedwhere

needed, andexhaust emissions cleaned

up toahigh standard, suitable for a

sustainable future.

It is estimated£255,019will be

needed to carry out themodifications

toNo. 55019,whichwill include the

fittingofOnTrainMonitoringRecorder

Equipment (OTMR) andGlobal System

forMobileCommunication–Railways

(GSM-R) radios, undertake significant

repairwork towornbogie components

and the certification and testingof the

locomotive formain lineuse.

Showcase
“‘Deltics’arewithoutdoubtpartof that

surgeofdevelopment that followed the

SecondWorldWarandare rightup there

with theother iconsof the land, seaand

air fromthat time,”addedGraham.

“Weowe it toour three locomotives

topass themforward ingoodworking

conditionand ready to showcase the

verybestofwhatBritainwas capableof

at the time theywerebuilt.”

➜ If youwould like todonate to the
appeal to returnNo. 55019 to themain
line, visitwww.thedps.co.ukwherea
donation formcanbedownloaded–
or apayment canbemadeonlinevia
theorganisation’sVirginMoneypage.

RTChopes to run inMarch
ByCedric Johns

COINCIDINGwithPrimeMinister
Boris Johnson’s January4
announcement that England
was toagainenter full lockdown,
theRailwayTouringCompany
(RTC) confirmed that itwas
cancelling theopening stagesof its
2021programme.
All trainsplanned to run in

late Januaryand thewholeof
Februarywere cancelled, said
RTC’soperationsmanager
Rachel Jackson.
Thismeant thatRTC’s traditional

opener, the‘WinterCumbrian
MountainExpress’fromManchester
toCarlisleon January30and the
Eustondeparture,with steamon
atCarnforth, February6and
February27, hasbeenwrittenoff
alongwith the‘Valentine’s Bath
&Bristol Express’fromLondon
VictoriaonFebruary13.

RTC’smanagingdirectorKelly
Osborneand teamarepinning their
hopes that six excursionswill be
able togoahead inMarch.
These include‘TheYorkshireman’

fromEalingBroadway toYorkon
March6, the‘CumbrianCoast
Express’Euston toCarlisle, steam
onatCarnforth,March13, the
‘EdinburghFlyer’fromYork to
EdinburghonMarch20, all behind
A1PacificNo. 60163 Tornado.
Twoexcursionsareplanned

forMarch27– the‘Wensleydale
Railway’departingCarnforth for
Leyburn, promisedasadouble
header –and‘TheMancunian’from
Euston toManchesterPiccadilly.
Apart fromtheA1, steamfor the

other trains is set tobedrawn from
theCarnforth fleet.
OnApril 10,A3No. 60103Flying

Scotsman is booked tohead the
‘StratfordFlyer’fromManchester to
Stratford-upon-Avon.

Whitby landslip prevented thanks to
Network Rail’s timely intervention
NETWORKRailengineershavecarried

outworktoanembankmentontheEsk

ValleyLine inWhitby inabidtoprevent

a landslip.

Over thepast fewmonths,NetworkRail

hasbeenmonitoringtheembankment,

onthewestbankof theEskandtothe

southof theA171roadbridge,after

minormovementwasdetected.

Aspartof thework, treesand

plantshavebeenclearedfromthe

embankment.Toallowtheworktotake

placesafely,asectionof theEskValley

Walkpublic footpathwhichpasses

throughthecaravanparknext tothesite

wasclosed.

The line isusedbyNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailwaytrains runningfrom

GrosmonttoWhitby.Theworkhasnot

affectedtrainservices.

‘Deltic’No. 50019RoyalHighlandFusilieratBridgnorthon theSevernValley

RailwayonMay22, 2018. PAUL GILDERSLEVE / DPS

Majorworkhasbeen carriedouton theEskValley line intoWhitby inabid to

preventa landslip.NETWORK RAIL

The Brighter SteamNewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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Ray Churchill retires... again: A tribute
ByDonBenn

WHENRayChurchill steppedoff the

footplateof LMS‘BlackFive’No. 44871

atCrewe in theearly afternoonof

Thursday,April 28, 2016he thought that

wouldbe theendof59yearsworking

on the footplatesof steam locomotives.

His career startedatBescot shed in

1957and finishedwithWestCoast

Railways.Althoughhe informedme

when Iwent to seehim inMay2016

thathewouldnotgoback to lifeon the

footplatewith its longdaysandunsocial

hours, thiswasnotquite theendof a

longandvaried footplate career.

InAugust2018, hewas tempted

backby thenewly-formedVintage

Trains (VT)TrainOperatingCompany

basedatTyseley.There, heagaindrove

locomotives and taughtothers theart of

workingwith steam.

However, after anenforcedbreak

due toCovid-19cancelling theVT tour

programme,hehasdecided thathewill

retire, this time finally.

Itwas somesadness that I received the

news fromhiswifeNickey justbefore

theendof2020.His final tallywas just

under61yearson the footplate.

I havemany fondmemoriesof this

fineengineman,my last runbehind

himbeingwithNo. 7029ClunCastleon

May18, 2019.Hehated the imposition

of adiesel locomotiveon the trainand

wouldalwaysdohisutmost toensure

that it gavenoassistance.Hewas

responsible formany fineperformances.

No. 5043EarlofMountEdgcumbewas

his all-time favourite, buthewoulddrive

any locomotivehewasgiven.

Hewasoneof the few locomenwho

knewexactlyhowtodriveaBulleid

Pacific inoriginal condition toget the

bestoutof it. Iwill never forget theway

hedroveNo. 34067Tangmereon the

‘RoyalDuchy’toParonSeptember7,

2014, keeping timedespite leaving

Bristolwithout a full loadof coal.

Iwillmiss seeing that trademark red

scarf andcheery smilewhenwalkingup

to theengineat theendof yet another

great trip.Mayheenjoya longand

happy retirementwithNickey.

MichaelWhitehouse, chairmanof

VT, said:“Ray’swillingness to stepout

of retirement in2018anddriveon

VT tourswasanenormoushelp in

establishingourownoperationsas a

TOC.VT is a strong, integrated teamand

theChurchills havebeenacorepart

ofouroperation, Raydelivering some

spectacularperformanceson themain

linewithhisusual finesseandcare for

his steed,whileNickey isbusyonboard

selling souvenirs.

“Wewish thembotha longand

healthy retirementand look forward to

seeing thembothatTyseley. I’msure

Raywill neednopersuasion to take the

regulator againonouropendays!”DriverRayChurchill.VT

‘Lizzie’ set to

tackleShap
CURRENTLYdraineddownand
under cover atCarnforth, LMS
PrincessRoyal PacificNo. 6201
PrincessElizabeth is alreadybeing
booked for somenotable runs in
the comingmonths.
Topof the4-6-2’s list are six

tripswith the‘NorthernBelle,’all
ofwhichdepart fromdifferent
pointsbut all heading forCarlisle
via Shap, returningbywayof the
Settle toCarlisle line.
Oneachoccasion ‘Lizzie’ is due

towork the train fromCarnforth.
The first, onApril 10, starts
outof Liverpool LimeStreet
andheads forCarlisle, calling
atWarringtonBankQuayand
ManchesterVictoria.
‘Belle’number two leaves

fromYorkonMay29,picking
upat LeedsandHuddersfield.
On June26, the‘Belle’begins its
journeyatCoventry, pickingup
atBirmingham International,
WolverhamptonandStafforden
route toCarlisle.
The sequence isbrokenon

July5when the‘Bournemouth
Belle’–which is expected to
beworkedbyBulleidPacific
No. 35018British IndiaLine–
departs LondonVictoria for
theDorset coast, pickingupat
WokingandBasingstokebefore
heading to the coast.
OnSeptember11, the

‘NorthernBelle’setsout from
Crewe, runningvia Liverpool and
ManchesterVictoria.Another
triphasbeenearmarked for
September25,but the itinerary
hasyet tobepublished.
DueaVAB (VehicleAcceptance

Body) exam imminently,
No. 6201alsohas three
sectionsof theRailwayTouring
Company’spostponed‘Great
Britain‘VXI’in its operations
diary.OnApril 16, it is due to
work theCarlisle-Edinburgh leg.
Threedays later ‘Lizzie’ is set to
headaStirling-Stirling round trip,
beforeheadingback south from
Stirling toCreweonApril 20.

The finalmain line steamexcursionof2020waspoweredbyBulleid ‘WestCountry’No. 34046Braunton,when it hauled

SaphosTrains’ ‘TheChristmasWhiteRose’ fromTelford toYorkonSaturday,December19. The lightPacific is seenat Edale in

thePeakDistrict on theoutward leg.GAVIN THOMSON

HASTINGDiesels Limited (HDL)
shelved its entire rail tour
programmeplans for 2020,
which included an early April
visit to Alton and theMidHants
Railway.The decisionwas taken
because of the threat posedby the
Covid-19pandemic.
Apart froman initial outing a

year ago, on January 11,when

the company’s six-car DEMU ran
fromEastbourne to Faversham
viaHastings, Rye, Ashford and
Canterbury East, the unit has been
stabled at its operational base in
St Leonards.
In a statement published to

members and regular travellers,
HDL said:“Our cost profile is very
different to that of a heritage

railway. Our fixed costs are relatively
small, but our operating costs per
journey are astronomical.
“Running aquarter-full, socially-

distanced rail tour is simply out of
the question.
“As the public health situation

evolves,wewill eventually be in a
position to recommenceplanning
outings. In themeantime, the best

we can offer is to look through
ourwebsitewith its extensive rail
tour archive.”
The statement added that

when it starts to plan trips for this
year, previous ideas of running
toWorcester via the Cotswold
Line (originally planned forMay),
Skegness (June) andPortsmouth
(August)will be again considered.

HastingsDiesels considers resumptionofmain linedayexcursions
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Covering for a failed locomotive,

SRBulleidGiesel ejector fitted

No. 34064FighterCommand

is brought forwardbydriver

Condon towork the7.05am

Basingstoke toWaterlooon

April 30, 1966.DON BENN

WITH FULL REGULATOR
LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

In his latest column, Don Benn continues the story of the performance of
B1 4-6-0 No. 61306Mayflower on the last part of the run from Inverness to
Kyle of Lochalsh in 2019, and of Jubilee No. 45699 Galatea running as
No. 45562 Alberta on the ‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’ on October 10, 2020.
Also included is a run behind a BR Class 40 and Bulleid Giesel ejector fitted
No. 34064 Fighter Command – plus a guide to train timing.

THIS timeIamagain includingdiverseperformances

towidenthescopeofmycolumninthesedark

times, startingwiththecontinuationof therunfrom

Inverness toKyleofLochalshaspartofSteamDreams’

‘TheHighlandsand IslandsExplorer’inMay2019,and

TableOneshowsthe final sectionfromAchnasheento

Inverness.The firstpartwas included inthe last issue.

The loadwassixcoaches for235tonsandtheengine

crewwereBobbyDuncanandLewisMcDonald, the

latterhavingprobablyhis first firingturnonaB14-6-0.

Onceagain Iamindebtedtomyvaluedcorrespondent

SandySmeatonfor thevery fulldetails in this table.

FromAchnasheenthe lineclimbsat1-in-60tomilepost

28¼wherespeedreached16½mphandthenroseto

witha lossofeight-and-a-halfminutes topassGarsdale.

Runningdownthehill at the line limitenabledsome

recoverytostopatHellifieldafter regainingtwominutes

of the lost time.TableAshowsthatNo.45699Galatea

(runningasNo.45562Alberta) stoodwell incomparison

withtworunswithNo.45690Leanderalsowith12on.

Iwill cover theconcludingpartof theOctober2020

'CME' runtoPreston inmynextcolumn.

The latesummerof1964sawaseriousdecline in

myrail activitiesas Idiscoveredotherattractions fora

19-year-old livingandworking intheLondonarea! In

1963 IhadroamedfarandwidearoundLondonusing

mytrustyElswickLincoln Impbicycleandevenmade

twotripsbytrain totheNorthWalescoast for steam. It

wasn’tuntil July1964that Ididsomeserious train timing

outofEuston insearchof the fewremainingsteam-

hauledtrains fromEuston, followingaspellofexcellent

runsonthe‘AtlanticCoastExpress’.

ThenonSeptember4,1964 Idecidedtoputa foot in

thewaterofScottishsteambytravellingtoAberdeen

for the7.10amLNERA4Pacific-hauledAberdeento

22½mphat thetopof the initial climbwheregradients

ease to1-in-100/200.

Thedipbeyondproduced38mphandthenthe

1-in-55tomilepost30¾broughtspeedbackto19mph

beforeeasiergradientsgave23½mphatLuibsummit,

646ftabovesea level.Apart fromashort sharpclimb

beforeAchnashellachthe linethendropsall thewayto

Kyle, reachedoneminute lateafteraverycompetent

overallperformance.

Schedule
Movingontothe‘CumbrianMountainExpress’(CME)

ofOctober10,2020,TableTwoshowsthecontinuation

fromApplebytoHellifield, tightly timed in65minutes,

especially fora5XPJubileeon12coaches for460tons.

ThecrewofMickRawlingandCraigToddcontinuedthe

goodworktheyhadput in fromCarlisleandsetabout

theclimbtoAisGillwithgusto.However, theycould

notpreventspeedfallingto21½mphbefore theeasier

stretchatMallerstangenabledthe4-6-0 to findenough

power totopAisGill ataverycreditable25½mph,albeit

Date Sunday, May 12, 2019

Train 8.20am Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

Loco B1 5MT 4-6-0 No. 61306

Load 6 coaches, 215 tons tare 235 tons gross

Driver Bobby Duncan

Firemen Lewis McDonald

Recorder A Smeaton

Position 6th coach

Weather Sunny and dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Achnasheen (w) 0.00 0.00 00 00 15 mins early

MP 28¼ 0.41 02 26 16½

MP 28½ 0.66 03 13 22½

MP 29 1.66 04 18 32/38

MP 30 2.16 06 08 26

MP 30¾ 2.91 07 56 20/19

MP 31¼ 3.41 09 26 22

Luib Summit 3.66 10 04 27/23½/32/25

MP 34 6.16 15 25 33/34/23½/41½

Glencarron 8.41 19 49 29½/22½/31½/26

Craig LC 10.16 23 33 30½/34/23½/33

MP 39 11.16 25 42 30/33/20

Achnashellach 12.59 28 34 25½/30/6½*

Bainacre LC 14.31 33 25 19½

MP 43 15.16 35 19 32½/35½/13*

MP 45 17.16 40 30 30

Strathcarron 18.00 34.00 43 27

0.00 00.00 00 00 4 mins early

MP 47 1.16 03 17 29/27½/29

Attadale 2.41 06 00 26

Rockfall Shelter 3.54 09 10 16½*/27/15½

MP 51 5.16 13 32 26/19/27/21½

Strome Ferry 7.41 19 13 23/24/22/32½

Fernaig 9.09 23 21 30/24½

Duncraig 11.28 28 00 31/19

Plocton 12.41 30 52 20½/32½/13*

Duirinish 13.91 35 28 25/32/20/30/20

Erbusaig 15.91 40 02 23½/27½

Kyle 17.85 42.00 46 41 1 min late

(w) engine took water

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE ONE: ACHNASHEEN TO KYLE OF LOCHALSH
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Above: LMSJubileeClass4-6-0No.45562Alberta (aka

No. 45699Galatea) is seenatAisgill summitwith the

CumbrianMountainExpressonOctober10, 2020. In

thephotographer’swords: “Fromthis spot you can

seeandhear the train frommore thanamileaway–

theenginewasmakinga lovelynoiseover this final

stretchof the longclimb!”DAVEWILSON

Glasgow.AtKing’sCross, I joinedthe7.30pm‘Aberdonian’

– the first timeofmanyonthis train. I timed‘Deltic’

No.D9015Tulyaron14coaches for550tonsas faras

Grantham, reached in103minutes threesecondswitha

maximumspeedof84mphafterSandy.

Mynotebookdoesn’t tellmewhathappenedafter

that,but Iawokefrommyrestlessslumbersomewhere

afterStonehaventorealise that thetrainwasvery late

andthat Ihadmissedthe7.10amwith itsA4, theonly

time ithappenedtome.Nothingfor itbut towait for

thesummeronly10.15amsouth,whichhadLMS‘Black

Five’4-6-0No.44794onfourcoachesandvanfor163

tonstare.

Load
It ranwellenoughtoPerth, reachedtwo-and-a-half

minutesearly,wherethe loadwas increasedto11

coaches for367tonstareandabout400tons full,now

hauledbyBRClass40No.D216Campania (whichwas

laternumberedNo.40016).Thiswasa throughtrain

toEustonand Idecided tostaywith it all thewayback

southonwhatwasnowSaturday, September5, 1964,

the lastdayof the‘AtlanticCoast Express’.Whatonearth

was I thinking? I justhopemySouthernsteamfriends

will forgive thiserrorof judgmentbyanaïveyoungster;

onewhich Ihave regrettedever since.

I couldhavegone toScotlandany timeand indeed, I

didamonthor so later andanumberof times in1965

and1966.Backon the10.15amfromAberdeen,we left

Perthon timeand I timedtheClass40 inparts as far as

Coatbridgeandthendozeduntil leavingCarlislewhere

Igotmyself ingearand timedthesection toLancaster,

thedetail ofwhich is inTableThree.

TheClass40swere largely inchargeof themain

WestCoast trainsat that timeand I tookmanyshots

of themin theLondonarea, including theone in this

articleofD334onthe9pmPerth toEuston, a trainon

which Ioften returned frommytrips toScotland.On

September5, timewaskeptcomfortablyon thesection

shown in the logdespiteanumberof checks, those

approachingLancasterproving tobeaprelude to some

heavydelayswhichsawus47minutes late fromCrewe

andanhour late intoEuston,despite somevery fast

runningwith speed into theuppereightiesbetween

checks.Andto thinkwhat Ihadmissed!Oh the folly

of youth.

I have included inTableFouracracking runonthe

muchtimed6.35pmSalisbury toWaterlooworkedby

aNineElmscrewonMarch30, 1966.HarryPopewas

drivingbutunfortunately Ididn’t record thenameof

the fireman.BrianSmithwas the inspectorandhehad

aparticular interest in theoneBulleid lightPacific fitted

withaGiesel Ejector; BattleofBritainPacificNo.34064

FighterCommand.

Though the loadwas lightasusual – just215 tons–

themain interest is thevery lightway theenginewas

workedafter the starts and recovery fromchecks; to run

freelyathighspeed.With100lbs in the steamchestand

15%cutoffwasall it needed for this superb locomotive

tomaintain78/79mphon level trackand to streakaway

to87mphafterBrookwoodand86mphbeforeEsher.

Thatmynotes state theenginewasblowingoff steam

atNewnhamandagain in theWeybridgeandEsher

areaswasproofenoughthat the firemanwaskeeping

Section Date Loco Time

Petteril Br Jn-Long Marton 0.10.20 45699 36m 18s

14.10.17 45690 42m 17s

15.7.17 45690* 56m 50s

Ormside-Ais Gill (MP275 - 259¾) 10.10.20 45699 29m 54s

15.7.17 45690* 31m 36s

14.10.17 45690 34m 53s

Whalley-Wilpshire Tnl N 0.10.20 45699 8m 15s

14.10.17 45690 8m 47s

15.7.17 45690* 15m 41s

*45690 was subsequently found to have leaking tubes.

TABLE A: 5XP RUNS WITH 12 ON S&C

“With 100lbs in the steam chest and 15% cut off was all it

needed for this superb locomotive to maintain 78/79mph

on level track and to streak away to 87mph after Brookwood

and 86mph before Esher. That my notes state the engine was

blowing off steam at Newnham and again in the Weybridge

and Esher areas was proof enough that the fireman was

keeping boiler pressure up to the red line.”
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BREnglishElectric Type4 (laterClass 40)No.D334 is seennearSouthKentononAugust17, 1963with the9pmFridays-only

Perth toEuston service, a train theauthoroften travelledonwhen returning fromScotland.DON BENN

Akey tool for recording train

performance is aGPS instrument.

Picturedhere is theauthor’sGarmin76

GPS, showing readingsat StCross, just

southofWinchester.DONBENN

boilerpressureup to the red line.The lateGordon

Hooperalwaysmaintained that this free running

enginewasasgoodasaClass8MerchantNavy.

Timing
AreaderhasaskedhowIandmyteamof recorders

producetheperformance logs.Well it’saprocesswhich

hasevolvedover timewith theavailabilityofbetter

equipmentbut thebasics remain thesameas theyhave

alwaysbeen.Essentially, itmeanssettingoutdetailsof

distance, timeandspeed ina tablewhich isnormally

knownasaperformance log.

Theheadingof thetablecomprisesdetails suchas

date, train, locomotive, load incoachesandtons,engine

crew,weatherandrecorder’sname.Locomotivedetails

canbeobtainedfrommanysources, ascancoaches,

thoughthecoachweightsaremoreofaproblemnow

thatmanyaren’tplated. Ihavebuiltupmyrecords from

myownhistorical records, fromthe internetandfroma

goodfriendwho isamineof informationonthesubject.

This isaddedtoandamendedas required.

Thedatabasegives theunloaded (tare) trainweight.

The loaded(gross)weight isobtainedbyestimating

thepassenger loadwhich Igenerallydobyadding

8%tothetareweight fora full trainandreducingas

appropriate. Somerecorders, likeSandySmeatonuse

thenumberof seatsplus load factor toestimate the

passengers’weight.

Mileagescomefromanumberof sources, including

workingtimetables,TheRailPerformanceSociety’s

Date Saturday, September 5, 1964

Train 10.15am Aberdeen to Euston

Loco EE Class 40, 1-Co-Co-1 No. D216 Campania

Load 11 coaches, 367 tons tare 400 tons gross

Recorder Don Benn

Position 8th coach

Weather Dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 0.00 00 00 ¾min late

Carlisle No.13 SB 1.30 02 48 41

Wreay 5.05 08 53 45½/53

Southwaite 7.60 11 39 51/62

Plumpton 13.15 18 34 60

Penrith 17.95 23 05 66/68

MP 47¾ 21.35 26 03 62

Shap Stn 29.50 36 21 44/49

Shap Summit 31.50 39 06 46

Scout Green SB 33.95 41 42 77

Tebay 36.95 44 06 71*/76

MP 30½ 38.60 47 08 19* tsr

Low Gill 41.15 50 10 75

Grayrigg 43.00 52 12 67*

Oxenholme 50.05 58 26 78

Hincaster Jct 53.60 61 25 75½

Milnthorpe 55.55 62 51 80

Carnforth 62.85 68 35 78

Bolton-le-Sands 64.75 70 48 44*/sigs/51

Hest Bank 66.00 72 24 59/22* sigs

Lancaster 69.10 77.00 76 48 ½min late
Mileages are frommy records in the mid 1960s

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE THREE: CARLISLE TO LANCASTER

Date Saturday, October 10, 2020

Train 2.11pm Carlisle to Euston

Loco LM 5XP 4-6-0 No. 45699 Galatea**

Load 12 coaches, 438 tons tare 460 tons gross

Driver Mick Rawling

Fireman Craig Todd

Recorder A Smeaton

Position 3rd coach

Weather Dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Appleby 0.00 0.00 00 00 right time

MP 276 1.26 04 22 40

Ormside 2.26 05 40 50

MP 274 3.26 06 57 42

MP 273 4.26 08 33 33½

Griseburn 5.26 10 32 26

MP 271 6.26 12 42 29

Crosby Garrett 7.51 15 06 34½

Crosby Garrett Tnl 8.26 16 19 41/42

MP 268 9.26 17 51 35½

MP 267 10.26 19 46 28½

Kirkby Stephen 10.70 16.00 20 43 26

MP 266 11.26 21 58 29

MP 265 12.26 24 09 26½

MP 264 13.26 26 41 21½

Mallerstang 14.26 28 57 34

MP 262 15.26 30 44 31½

MP 261 16.26 32 46 29

MP 260 17.26 35 00 25½

Ais Gill 17.51 35 33 28½

MP 257¼ 20.01 38 58 60

Garsdale 20.59 31.00 39 33 55½/54/55

Dent 23.86 43 31 37*

MP 251½ 25.76 45 55 54½

Blea Moor Tnl 26.45 46 41 53

Blea Moor 28.76 42.00 49 35 37½*/19*

Ribblehead 30.01 45.00 52 26 35½

MP 244½ 32.86 55 35 64/60½

Horton 34.76 57 30 66/64/66

Helwith Bridge 36.76 59 26 57½/64½

Stainforth Sdg 39.01 61 39 59½/61/57

Settle 40.76 63 25 59½/63/62

Settle Jct 42.74 59.00 65 22 63

Long Preston 44.76 67 36 43

Hellifield Up Loop 45.90 65.00 71 21 6½mins late

** running as No. 45562 Alberta

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: APPLEBY TO HELLIFIELD
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“Mileages come from a

number of sources, including

working timetables, The

Rail Performance Society’s

database, plus in my case

my own record built up over

many years since 1962. I still

use the historical mileages

for closed stations and signal

boxes if they can still be

identified on the ground...”

ThompsonB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflowernear

WhistlefieldMay15, 2019withSteamDreams’ ‘The

Highlandsand IslandsExplorer’ tour. SANDY SMEATON

database,plus inmycasemyownrecordbuiltupover

manyyears since1962. I still use thehistoricalmileages

forclosedstationsandsignalboxes if theycanstillbe

identifiedontheground,examplesbeingNewnham

Siding,WallersAshSignalBoxandOrmside.Some

locationsaregiventhesamenameinmodern records

butcanbe inslightlydifferentplaces.

Therearealsomileageerrors inmilepost locationsuch

as thecumulativemileagedifferencesontheSouth

Westernmain lines toSouthamptonandSalisbury,

whichhavebeenperpetuatedbythe locationof

modernmileposts.Theeffect is thatwhenusinga

stopwatcheachmile isa fewyardsmore thanatrue

mile, so the readingwhentranslatedtospeed isvery

slightly too low.

Thereareothererrorswhicharemoredifficult to

explain, suchas the fact thatmyGPS (GlobalPositioning

System)distance fromtheCarnforth loopstopping

point toCarlisle isalwaysslightly longer thanthe

distancecalculatedfrommilepostpositions.ThisGPS

reading is soconsistent that it is likelybecorrect.

Data
Havingobtainedstationsandpassingpoints for the

journeyconcerned, it isasimplematterofwritingdown

thetimethateachpoint ispassed,either theactual

timeor thetimefromzeroasshowninthe logs.Agood

wristwatchcanbeusedand indeed, Iusedoneformany

yearsprogressingfromwindupsweephandwatches,

whichcouldbe inaccurate, throughbatterypowered

sweephandwatches tothe latestdigitalwatches.

It’s thenamatterofworkingout theelapsedtime

fromzero laterwhenwritingupthe log.However, I and

manyothersusethetypeofchronometerwhichshows

minutesandseconds fromzeroat thestartandenables

elapsedtimetobepausedwhile thereading is recorded,

whilst theelapsedtimecontinues tobepausedagain

at thenext timingpointandsoonuntil theendof the

sectionbeingtimed.

Prior totheavailabilityofaffordableGPSequipment,

obtainingthespeedneededtheuseofastopwatchto

takeandwritedownthereadingbetweentwomileposts

whicharesituatedaquartermileapart,orwereasmany

havenowdisappeared.Manyyearsago Iconstructeda

tablewhichshowedthespeedforeachpossible tenth

ofasecondprogressionfrom60secondsdownto9

seconds inonetenthofasecondsteps,arrivedatbya

simplecalculation.

Anexample is10.0seconds foraquartermileequals

90mph, thecalculationbeing10/60=0.166.Then

60/0.166X0.25=90.34 roundedto90.Nowafter so

manyyearsusingthesevalues theyare implanted in

mymemorysocanrecalleachone.Foralmostall the

older logs inmycolumnandinmybooks, Iuseda

Governmentsurplussweephandstopwatch.Although

calibratedtoatenthofasecond, itwasdiscernible tohalf

that,hence itwouldgivereadingsofsay10.65seconds

foraquartermile. Inowuseadigital stopwatchwhich

seesoccasionaluse.

Havingsaidall that,mostof thetime IuseaGPS

device.Theoneshowninthe image isaGarmin76,

whichhasprovedtobeveryaccurateandreliable.The

imageshowstheelapseddistance (which isatStCross

footbridge just southofWinchester, thedistancebeing

fromWaterloo), theactual speed, themaximumspeed

andthesignal strength,3Dwhich isgood.Theelapsed

time isalsoshownbut Idon’tusethis fromtheGPS,but

fromthe instrumentalreadydiscussed.

TheGPSnormallykeepsagoodsignal,especially

whenusedwithanaerial,but loses it in tunnels, though

recoveryandadjustment tothecorrectdistance is

usually rapid.Roguereadingscanbeaproblem,butas I

write thereadingsdownaroundreachtimingpoint fairly

frequently thoughnotatspecific timegaps, roguesare

fairlyeasy tospot. I knowthatsomeGPSequipmentwill

giveaprintout foraspecifiedtimeperiod,but Ihaven’t

botheredtoupgrademine.

Mymethodshaveservedmewelland Ihopethatmy

descriptionhasbeenunderstandable,even if someof

themethodsmaybeconsiderednot tobeuptothevery

highstandardsofsomeof thetimingfraternity.

Hopefully thingswill returntonormal in the

yearaheadandImighthaveanuptotheminute

performance logto include.

Date Wednesday, March 30, 1966

Train 6.35pm Salisbury toWaterloo

Loco Bulleid Giesel fitted BB Class 4-6-2 No. 34064

Fighter Command

Load 5 coaches and 2 vans, 208 tons tare 215 tons gross

Driver Harry Pope, Nine Elms MPD

Fireman Not recorded

Inspector Brian Smith

Recorder Don Benn

miles sched mins secs speed

Basingstoke 0.00 0.00 00 00 local line 18½

mins late

MP 46 1.75 03 23 53

Newnham Siding 4.05 05 40 67/9* sigs

Hook 5.59 09 04 32* to ML

MP 41 6.75 10 58 49

Winchfield 7.92 12 11 66

MP 38 9.75 13 44 74½

Fleet 11.27 14 58 75½

MP 35 12.75 16 09 78

Farnborough 14.55 17 30 78½

Sturt Lane Jct 15.60 18 17 79½

MP 31 16.75 19 12 78

Pirbright Jct 18.26 20 17 83

Brookwood 19.76 21 26 86

MP 27 20.75 22 08 87/49* sigs

Woking Jct 23.00 24 36 60

Woking 23.46 33.00 25 46

0.00 0.00 00 00 14¾

mins late

West Byfleet 2.61 03 57 66½

Byfleet & New Haw 3.89 05 02 74½

Weybridge 5.14 06 07 75

Oatlands Box 6.17 06 55 76

Walton 7.21 07 42 83

Hersham 8.38 08 32 84/86

Esher 9.90 09 38 85

Hampton Court Jct 10.95 11.00 10 24 83/40* sigs

Surbiton 12.25 11 55 47/53

Berrylands 13.31 13 12 35* sigs

NewMalden 14.51 16 21 14* tsr

Raynes Park 15.65 18 14 50

Wimbledon 17.10 19 42 63

Earlsfield 18.71 21 15 64/43* sigs

Clapham Junction 20.36 22.00 23 24 41*

Queens Road 21.48 24 58 60

Vauxhall 22.98 26 27 40*

Waterloo 24.29 29.00 29 49 15½

mins late

Engine worked mainly with 100lbs in the steam chest and 15% cut off

* brakes or speed restriction net times

Basingstoke toWoking: 21¼minutes

Woking toWaterloo: 25¼minutes

TABLE FOUR: BASINGSTOKE TO WOKING
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March
6 ‘Flying Scotsman’

Liverpool Lime Street, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Liverpool Lime Street,

Carlisle, Carnforth.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR

6 ‘NorthWales Coast Express’

Worcester Shrub Hill, Holyhead & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

6 ‘The Yorkshireman’

Ealing Broadway, York & return.

Steam-hauled: Ealing Broadway, York.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

9 ‘The Edinburgh Pullman’

Cleethorpes, Edinburgh & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. WCR

10 ‘TheWilliam Shakespeare’

York, Stratford-upon-Avon & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

11 ‘The Edinburgh Pullman’

Peterborough, Edinburgh & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. WCR

13 ‘The Ribblehead Rambler’

Hull, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

13 ‘The Cumbrian Coast Express’

Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Carlisle, Carnforth.

Loco: TBC. RTC

13 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Stoke on Trent, Appleby & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

14 ‘London toWinchester – Mother’s

Day Special’

Paddington, Winchester

& return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

20 ‘The Edinburgh Flyer’

York, Edinburgh & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

20 ‘The Cheshireman’

Euston, Chester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

20 ‘Belmond British Pullman’

London Victoria, Shalford & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

20 ‘Railway Roundabout’

Birmingham, Leicester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT

27 ‘The Fen and Fells Flyer’

Cambridge, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: York, Carlisle,

Doncaster.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

27 ‘TheWensleydale Railway’

Carnforth, Redmire & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

27 ‘TheMancunian’

London Euston, Manchester Piccadilly

& return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

27 ‘Welsh Marches Express’

East Midlands Parkway, Cardiff

The information in this listwas correct at
the timeofgoing topress.Westrongly
adviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular
tripwith thepromoter concerned.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT

24 ‘TheMerchant of Norfolk’

London Victoria, Norwich & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. UKRT

24 ‘The Non-Mazey Day Cornishman

2021’

Birmingham New Street, Penzance &

return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBA. PT

27 ‘London to Oxford & Stratford-

upon-Avon’

London Victoria, Stratford-upon-Avon &

return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBA. SD

28 ‘GreatWestern Envoy’

Bridgnorth, Bristol & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

Regular Steam
Daily fromApril 2

‘The Jacobite’

Fort William, Mallaig & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. WCR

& return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

31 ‘Flying Scotsman’

Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Liverpool Lime Street,

Carlisle, Carnforth.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR

31 ‘Portsmouth Harbour Statesman’

Doncaster, Portsmouth Harbour & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

April
3 ‘The Aberdonian’

Edinburgh, Aberdeen & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

5 ‘The Clyde Aberdonian’

Glasgow, Aberdeen & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

8 ‘London toHighclere, Bath &Bristol’

London Victoria, Bristol & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBA. SD

10 ‘The Caledonian’

Birmingham New Street, Edinburgh &

return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

10 ‘The Stratford Flyer’

Manchester Piccadilly, Stratford-upon-

Avon & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. RTC

10 ‘The RedDragon’

Birmingham, Cardiff & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT

10 ‘East Anglia to Lincoln’

Chelmsford, Lincoln & return.

Steam-hauled: Chelmsford, Lincoln,

Peterborough.

Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

14 ‘Buxton Spa Express’

Hereford, Buxton & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

17 ‘London to Carlisle’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBA. SD

17 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Scarborough, Appleby & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

24 ‘WelshMarches Express’

Birmingham, Hereford, Shrewsbury,

Birmingham.

No. 34046 Braunton hauls Saphos Trains’ ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’ from

Telford Central to York, across the iron bridge at Brotherton, with the

remaining cooling towers of Ferrybridge C power station in the background on

December 19. IAN DIXON

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 077 2222

NB Northern Belle
01270 899382

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SR Statesman Railway
0345 310 2458

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways
01524 737751

Tour promoters
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In the first of a two-part feature, Phil Marsh reflects on half-a-century of the Isle of
Wight Steam Railway, charting the development of the heritage line up to the 1990s.

THE LARGEST SMALL RAILWAY OR THE

The Isle of Wight Steam Railway (IoWSR)
celebrates its 50th anniversary on
January 24, taking the first preservation

era steam arrival at Havenstreet as the
starting point. In this half century, the railway
has taken ownership of 11 steam locomotives,
its line and much adjoining land.
This is a very brief look at the IoWSR’s

considerable achievements, providing a
glimpse on a decade-by-decade basis of
how they started out and achieved so much,
winning many awards along the way (see
separate panel on page 66).
While January 24 takes the starting point

as the day when Adams ‘O2’ 0-4-4TW24
Calbourne hauled the group’s equipment along
the closed line from Newport to Havenstreet, it
could be argued that the story goes back nearly
a decade earlier when 12-year-old Ron Strutt
(who became IoWSRmember No. 1) started
the ball rolling, even if somewhat prematurely!

Origin
IainWhitlam’s account (see separate panel on
page 65) of how it all started describes those
far off years when they tried to purchase an
ex-LSWR ‘O2’ Class locomotive and stock from
British Rail. The writing was well and truly on
the closure wall by then and the Smallbrook to

Cowes via Havenstreet and Newport section
closed on February 21, 1966.
This purchase attempt was unsuccessful, but

IainWhitlam came up with the nameWight
Locomotive Society (WLS), the precursor of
today’s IoWSR.
W24 had been used in the electrification

of the Ryde to Shanklin line in the first three
months of 1967 and when the project was
completed, was stored at Ryde depot. The
remaining carriages and wagons were at
Newport station with the rest of the steam fleet
awaiting the cutters’ torch, who were wasting
no time destroying this historic trainset.
AlongsideW24 were a pair of ex-South

SMALLEST LARGE RAILWAY?



Heritagerailway.co.uk 63

Eastern & Chatham, plus three ex London
Brighton & South Coast vehicles, later joined
by some wagons and a crane. This collection
formed the basis of the IoWSR traction and
rolling stock.
British Rail demanded £900 forW24, which

was seemingly out of reach until a chance
conversation with David Shepherd resulted in
him writing a £500 cheque that came after a
another chance conversation, this time with
Ian Allan.

Schemes
There were a couple of other IoW preservation
schemes worth mentioning such as The Sadler
Rail Car project looking to save the Cowes to
Ryde section, but could not raise the cash. The
WLS had been discussing how to take over the
1.6 mile track section between Havenstreet
andWootton, all that could be afforded. In
1969, W24 was moved by lorry from Ryde to
Newport and work commenced to return it
to steam.
Vectrail was a commercial light rail scheme,

which aimed to operate between Cowes and
Ryde using an early version of a ‘Pacer’ but
foundered in late 1970 due to circumstances
beyond its control.

Atimeless sceneon this charmingheritage line: ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TW8Freshwater runs intoHavenstreet from

Smallbrook JunctiononAugust11, 2011.PHILMARSH

Above:Afterbeinggiven just sevendays’ notice toquitNewport station siteon January18, 1971, the

group’s itemswerehastilymovedby rail. Carrying ‘The last train fromNewport’ headboard, 0-4-4TW24

Calbourne is seenona stockmove toHavenstreeton January24, 1971. IoWSR

Left: Varietyon shedat

Havenstreetduring the

40thanniversarygala

onMay28, 2011:No. 473,

visiting fromtheBluebell

Railway,with residents

W24andW8.PHILMARSH

Right: The2.35pm

train fromNewport to

Havenstreeton January

24,1971was the last to call

atWhippinghamstation,

usedbyQueenVictoria

travelling toOsbourne

House.A commemorative

letter toQueenElizabeth

washanded to the local

MP tohanddeliver to

BuckinghamPalace.

IOWSR

RAILWAY PROFILE
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By then however, W24 was serviceable and
prolonged ‘local arrangements’ enabled it to
steam around the Newport station area and
it was used for training volunteers. The ‘local
arrangements’ were somewhat stretched over
what was agreed locally and half a century
on, what have been described as ‘certain
clandestine and nocturnal movements of stock’
may have taken place around Newport!
TheWLS carried out frantic and successful

fundraising to purchase the track, buffers
and water tanks which enabled the IoWSR to
establish itself. However, the hard work had
only just begun, which became apparent when
seven days’ notice to quit the Newport station
site was served on January 18, 1971.
An emergency pub meeting took place to

work out a plan. The following day when
heads had cleared, volunteers swung into
action loading everything onto wagons and
vans. What was left of the Ryde Pier tram was
pressed into service and set out towards Cowes
to ‘recover’ steel rail keys to replace the wooden
ones used by locals on their domestic fires!
Posters were created and displayed on trees

and posts along the line warning that trains
would be running. The tram carried track
materials and water tanks at up to 30mph
to Havenstreet using a hand klaxon as a
warning horn!
However, between Newport and Havenstreet

there were several railway obstacles to
overcome. The bridge over the River Medina
was a drawbridge, unused for several years,
but inspections suggested all the hardware was
still in place. Would it still be able to cope with
the locomotive weight? It was recorded that
with fingers crossed, they steamed over the
drawbridge without incident.
The second problem still exists today. There

has been a long-term ground stability problem
atWootton and the clay is still slipping
today, despite drainage improvements and

retaining walls built. As the line had been
closed since 1965 however, the clay had slipped
unchecked and had the potential to prevent
train movements.
Some local Boy Scouts did a site visit to see

what needed to be cleared and the following
day the slip had been partially cleared and the
severely kinked track was packed and ballasted
to bring it back to service. It then started
raining and the day before the planned moves,
the track was suspended in the air with the
ballast gone.
Driven by Terry Hastings and JohnWenyon,

the Ryde tram was pressed into service, with
the remains of scrapped wagons and the
timber used for packing fettled up with some
ballast which had been relocated from the line
between Newport andWootton. When the first
train ran on January 24, 1971, no one was sure
if the track would support the train!

Movement
On that day, four steam-hauled services ran
from Newport to Havenstreet with W24’s
tanks filled with water pumped from track
drainage at Newport as the water supply had
been cut. On that historic day for the record,
the traincrew started with former driver
Tony Tiltman on W24, while his boss from
Ryde Works, Ivor Davies offered guidance
with WLS member John Wenyon, who was
employed at Eastleigh Works.
Bob Huxtable, one of several pioneers still

very active at Havenstreet today, and Tom
Jackman took over assisted by IanWhitlam
on the last trip firing with only one stop for a
blow-up!
The first journeys in preservation had been

successfully made. The IoWSR was in business,
with public services commencing on Easter
Monday, April 12, 1971 operating to just shy of
Woodhouse crossing, ¾ mile fromHavenstreet
towardsWootton and back.

TheWLS was formed in spring 1966 to bring
structure and formality to the acquisition
negotiations with British Railways.
The IoWCouncil’s (IoWC) policy of buying

surplus railway land for redevelopment
protected the trackbeds, vital in giving time to
the London-basedWLS with its 118 members
at the end of 1966 to achieve their aims. Being
located away from the island hindered local
negotiations, so theWLS transferred to the
IoWwhere local control made progress and
communications easier.
The group’s first newsletter was published in

January 1968 and theWLS was incorporated
that summer with more regular and up to
date news inWight Reports, the members’
newsletter. At this time the base was within
Newport station confines whereW24 and
rolling stock was stabled. In 1968, Wight
Report stated that to improveW24’s steaming
ability, the tubes were cleaned by a worm
– a corkscrew type implement made by a
local blacksmith.
However, in an early act of preserved railway

vandalism, W24’s front sandboxes were
partially emptied with sand scattered over
the motion which had to be carefully cleaned.
LBSCR carriage No. 2416 was shunted by pinch
bars from the Downmain to the bay line at
Newport station.
The Vectrail project was abandoned in

September 1970 for various reasons, but
the scheme had given the embryonicWLS
invaluable time to develop its mission and
operating skills at Newport.
In 1971, a five year lease was agreed between

the IoWC and theWLS for the 1¾mile
trackbed from just east of today’s Wootton
station and Bridge 8, including the Havenstreet
station building.
January 24, 1971 saw Adams ‘02’ 0-6-0T

W24 Calbourne haul four trains over the 4½
miles from Newport to Havenstreet. This wasy p g p p

Amapof the IsleofWight
railway system,dated1914.
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how the embryonic IoWSR collection of six
carriages, five wagons, a six-wheel crane and
a match wagon were transported to the line’s
headquarters. Apart from shunting activities
around the Newport station site, these were
W24’s first services for 2½ years.

Achievement
The remnants of the Ryde tram, by now in
reality a motorised trolley, also covered the
same distance conveying spares, tools and
equipment. These trains were all driven by
volunteers on a line which had seen no services,
maintenance or vegetation management
for over four years, ending after dark at the
derelict Havenstreet site, which prompted these
memories of that momentous day from the
guard on the day, Marilyn Hunnisett.
“Travelling in the dark, the orange glow from

the fire playing on dirty tired faces and people
by the lineside waving us on with torches,”
recalled Marilyn. “Havenstreet was reached at
last, but what a mess to sort out and pack away.
“Later on, as a number of us, dirty and

disreputable, stumbled into the bar of the
White Hart Inn at Havenstreet, talk stopped,
drinks paused between the bar and lips,
heads swivelled and the piano stopped mid
note. A second’s silence felt like an hour –
then the pianist struck up ‘The Runaway
Train’. Havenstreet, for better or worse, we
had arrived!”
Despite the rudimentary facilities, the first

public trains operated on April 12, 1971 in
push-pull mode on a 1½mile round trip
fromHavenstreet towardsWootton near to

Woodhouse crossing. W24 and carriages
Nos. 4168, 6375 and 2416 enabled 1000
passenger journeys to be made, generating
income and publicity.
Wootton was reached onMay 30, 1971, still

in push pull mode, as there was no loop or
platform there. The train operations brought
an increase in membership to 650 and nearly
9000 visitors went to Havenstreet that year.
On June 3, 1971, the 1915-built Hawthorne

Leslie 0-4-0ST Invincible arrived at
Havenstreet from the Royal Aircraft
Establishment at Farnborough on permanent
loan. The motorised Ryde tram chassis was
fitted out as a weedkilling unit and sprayed the
line toWootton on July 17.
Invincible was trial-steamed on December 28,

1971 and discovered that its boiler was
manufactured as late as 1959, so had years of
life left in it.
A potentially disastrous act of vandalism

occurred on April 4, 1972 when the handbrake
on a bolster wagon was released while stabled
inWootton siding. It pushed across the points,
set against this move, which was made possible
by the wagon’s light weight, and it ran away
down the gradient towards Havenstreet.
Fortunately, a permanent way team jumped

clear as it ran past at an estimated 20mph,
colliding with their hand trolley. Both vehicles
ran away to Havenstreet where they were
stopped by colliding with Invincible, with the
permanent way trolley reduced to matchwood.
May 1972 brought the realisation that a

shunting diesel locomotive was required.
Consequently, the 1946 built 88hp 0-4-0

Ruston & Hornsby works number 242868
arrived at Havenstreet on June 5 and named
Spitfire, earning its place in history as the first
diesel on the IoWSR. In another 1972 first, the
IoWSR’s inaugural steam double heading took
place in May.
The Isle of Wight Railway Company was

formed initially to raise the £5500 to pay
British Rail to purchase the line with the well-
known Jim Loe the first chairman. The year
ended well when a third steam locomotive,
Stewarts & Lloyds Barclay 0-6-0T Ajax, arrived
at Havenstreet on November 30.

Acquisition
Former IoW Central Railway (IoWCR) ‘Terrier’
0-6-0T No. 11Newport arrived at RydeWorks
for restoration on January 27 after highly
confidential purchase negotiations. Better
known as BR No. 32640, it had been displayed
at Butlins Pwllheli following withdrawal in
1963 from the Hayling Island branch. WLS
president David Shepherd was among the VIP
welcoming party as it arrived.
The former Newport water tower was erected

at Havenstreet in May, but initially there was
no steam traction to make use of it – with
locomotives under repair or being fitted with
theWestinghouse brake system required for
passenger services.
On August 6, 1974 the BBC’s Blue Peter with

Valerie Singleton used Invincible and SECR
saloon No. 6375 in a huge filming coup for the
railway. The first section of the Havenstreet
museum also opened that year, providing
another reason to visit the railway.

Iain Whitlam is the Isle of Wight Railway Company Ltd
secretary and also the features editor of the award-
winning steam railway’s Island Rail News. He carries
some history, having attended his first preservation
meeting on April 28, 1966 – and hasn’t stopped his
volunteering efforts in between!
Therefore, it’s probably right he recalls how the Isle

of Wight Steam Railway started:
“Ron Strutt, who became IoWSR member No. 1,

wrote about buying an O2 when he was 12, some
years before the 15-year-old schoolboy held a meeting
on October 31, 1965. He invited various people he
knew to be interested in IoW railways, some had
been involved with the Westerham Valley Railway
Association and some were railway modellers.
He deliberately didn’t invite me as he thought two

15-year-olds would not look good. At that meeting,
he wanted to take over running the Shanklin to
Ventor and Ryde Cowes services, and was kindly told
this was pie in the sky.
“Then he held a meeting on April 28, 1966 with

Tony Bennett, David Perry and myself (I had rumbled
what was going on!) when a more realistic target
was to rescue a Class O2 and as many typical Island
carriages as we could.
“There were other people declaring similar aims

such as an Isle of Wight Railway Preservation
Fund (which achieved nothing, and never replied
to correspondence), so I persuaded Ron that Isle
of Wight Railway Preservation Society might get
confused with these other schemes so Wight
Locomotive Society was more in keeping with
our aims.”

Howitall began– recollections
fromafoundermember

Left: ‘Terrier’W8Freshwater runs roundatWootton

on June6, 2009. The carriage is ex-LCDRSaloon

BrakeThirdNo. 4112. PHILMARSH

Smallbrook Junctionprovidesan invaluablepublic transport link to the IslandLinenational network for

IoWSRpassengers –a reminder that aday trip is easilydoable forpedestrians fromPortsmouthviaRyde.

IoWSR’s services toSmallbrook Junctionwere formallyopenedon July20, 1991. The IslandLine’s 1938ex-Tube

stock train, sincewithdrawn, contrastswith the IoWSR’swooden-bodiedSRcarriages. PHILMARSH
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The centenary of the Ryde and Newport
Railway opening in 1975 was celebrated by the
first Island Steam show at Havenstreet and
repeated annually until Covid-19 struck. W24
Calbourne was on running-in duties in August
after overhaul, while ‘Terrier’ W11 was turned
out in IoWCR livery unveiled on August 24 as
part of the celebrations.
Perhaps the first high profile visit to the

IoWSR came in January 1976 when Lord
Mountbatten, then Governor of the Isle of
Wight, took the regulator fromHavenstreet to
Wootton and back.
Wootton loop became operational on

August 21, 1977, but passengers could not alight
or join there because there was still no platform.
A two-year project to resignal Havenstreet was
completed and approved by the Department of
Transport (DoT) which in turn enabled a Light
Railway Order to be progressed.
In 1978 there was good and bad news at

Wootton. The infamous ground instability
struck again when clay slid onto the trackbed,
stopping construction of the bufferstop
retaining wall. However, other work at
Wootton uncovered a Tyler and Tweedie tablet
control system in the undergrowth discarded
by BR over a decade earlier!
Havenstreet became an after-dark London’s

Charing Cross in a 1930s BBC film starring
John Alderton usingW24 Calbourne and
a three coach set. Six 1950s wagons were
purchased from BR following Island Line
electrification use a decade earlier.
The IoWSR’s fourth steam locomotive,

‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TW8 Freshwater, arrived on
June 24, 1979 after being used by Brickwoods
Brewery as a pub sign on Hayling Island for the
Hayling Billy pub!
Manpower Services Commission support

commenced with dozens of young people
on this scheme working at and around
Havenstreet with some becoming employed by
the railway.
Construction of a workshop was underway

at Havenstreet in 1980 and in September,
the first attempt at track relaying took place
with a minor mishap. A tobacco tin and box
of matches were put on the railhead by a
volunteer and were run over by a permanent
way trolley carrying a ton of sleepers. The
tobacco tin was crushed and the matches
combusted with a spectacular flash under the
pressure of the wheels.

Growth
W8 Freshwatermoved under its own power
for the first time in 14 years in August 1980,
an achievement followed that November
by the completion of the IoWSR’s charity
registration. Ticket sales had soared to just
under 49,000 in 1980, enabling the purchase
of redundant semaphore signals from Netley,
Woolston and St Denys.
The railway policy of acquiring land adjacent

to the railway brought the purchase of the
‘Goosefield’ at Havenstreet. Work commenced
on a refreshment building, while the works’
first interior job was the repainting of W24.
This new workshop was brought fully into

use in 1981 and the inaugural vehicle to
enter works was LBSCR third class carriage
No. 2416, alongside two dismantled ‘Terriers’
creating an all LBSCR workshop! The IoWSR
operated 462 trains over 44 days, carrying
52,988 passengers that year.
More land was purchased in July 1982 in the

form of another field at Havenstreet – now the
car park. Gun toting vandals hit the railway
using the telephone wires as targets, exposing

the steel core to rust and corroding rendering
the phone system useless.
Three SR parcels vans were purchased to

provide underframes for grounded vintage
carriage bodies and more engineering wagons
acquired from Sandown – four of which
had been converted to centre-discharge
ballast wagons.
The former Freshwater signalbox was

installed at Wootton using parts from Shanklin
lever frame and stencilling was found with
‘Newport Stn IOW’ where it was originally
located in 1913 before being relocated
to Freshwater.
The Havenstreet cafe opened in July using

vintage roof tiles from a barn to blend in with
the original station building. A key moment
was reached when planning permission was
obtained to construct an extended museum
and shop building alongside the former gas
building, not owned by the IoWSR.
TheWight Locomotive Society became a

registered charity on October 21, 1982 and
439 trains were run over 43 operating days,
transporting 49,757 passengers that year using
Hawthorne Leslie 0-4-0ST No. W37 carrying
the name Vectis.
Some pigsties adjoining the gas building were

demolished to make way for the museum and
shop building. The building’s owner disputed
the right to this and a potential property
boundary dispute loomed. It ended well,
with the building purchased when it’s owner
indicated he was happy to sell, thus avoiding a
potential legal dispute.
The Queen’s Silver Jubilee Trust awarded

£1000 towards the museum building and
the railway’s Vice President Sir Peter Allan,
donated on permanent loan many items
including nameplates from Beyer Peacock

1986 Winner – Best Preserved Carriage for
Carriage IWR No. 46 (Association of Railway
Preservation Societies)
 Premier Award Winner – The British Rail
Award for Best Restored Station Competition
Havenstreet Station (Association of Railway
Preservation Societies)

1989 Winner – Independent Railway of the Year
Award

1995 Winner – Independent Railway of the Year
Award

2002 Winner – Heritage Railway Association
Carriage &Wagon Competition for LCDR
4-wheeled carriage No. 2515
 Joint Winner - Southern Tourist Board
Excellence in England Award
Winner – Independent Railway of the Year
Award

2010 Winner – The UK’s Best Heritage Project,
the National Lottery Awards

2012  Tourism South East – The Beautiful South
Awards for Excellence
 The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service,
recognised as the MBE for volunteer groups

2015  TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence winner
 Visit England Gold. Visit England Gold
Accolade

2016  Visit England Gold Accolade
 TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence winner
 Heritage Railway Association, large groups
annual award for Train Story

2019  Heritage Railway Association, Award for
Outstanding Visitor Attraction - Winner

IsleofWightSteamRailway
ROLLOFHONOUR

ThisbuildingatHavenstreet, someofwhichdates

from1866,houses the line’s shop,museum,offices

andvolunteer accommodation. PHILMARSH

Even the IoWSR’s civil engineeringwagonsare relics

of the island’spast – theseballastwagonshaving

previously formedpartofBR’spermanentway train

on the island. PHILMARSH

The IoWSRdiesel fleet on shedatHavenstreetonMay27, 2006. Pictured from left to right are: Ex-ArmyBarclay

No. 235,BRClass 05D2554andClass03No. 03059. PHILMARSH
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locomotives Bonchurch of 1883 and Ventnor
from 1868.
More land was purchased in 1985 adjacent

to the locomotive workshop andW24 was
successfully steamed in August, helping to
sell 47,485 tickets, which is not the same as
passenger journeys, the best total for six years.
A basic platform was opened at Wootton on

August 7, 1986, while Havenstreet won the
Best Restored Station award. ‘Terrier’ W11 was
outshopped in Isle of Wight Central Railway
(IWCR) livery and helped generate 53,000
passenger journeys that year. The railway’s
business grew substantially in 1987 with an
additional 10,000 journeys made.

Improvements
By 1988, the railway had many island carriage
bodies untidily stored behind Havenstreet
station building and signalbox, in what is
now the events field. To tidy up the site, all
but one were relocated to the field behind
the workshop. One was left to show visitors
what a task restoration of these vintage
vehicles entailed.
W24’s overhaul was completed, returning

to service in July, the RydeWorks lathe was
relocated from where it was installed in 1874
to Havenstreet and BBC children’s programme
Grange Hill was filmed on the railway.
November 1988 brought a diesel swap

when Class 03 No. 03059 replaced Ruston &
Hornsby 88DS 0-4-0DM Spitfire on November
4, which departed on the return lorry to the
Northamptonshire Ironstone Railway. And 16
years after arrival, a 10-year restoration and
use agreement was signed concerning 0-6-0T
BarclayW38 Ajax on November 19.
At the start of 1989 only ‘Terrier’ W8

Freshwater was serviceable, so it was with relief
that W11Newport steamed for the first time
in 26 years on June 25, formally launched into
service on August 13 by Joe Snellgrove. He
started on the IWCR in 1918 andW11 was the
first engine he worked on!
1989 was a notable year on several fronts. W8

Freshwater was outshopped in bright green,
lined black and white livery, as the Freshwater,
Yarmouth & Newport Railway No. 2 to mark
the centenary of that railway.
BR removed Brading loop and singled the

line from there to Sandown, bringing nearly
two miles of track for use on the Smallbrook
extension for which the public Statutory Notice
was unveiled on July 13, 1989.
Chris Green, then NSE Director and now

IoWSR Patron, promised BR would build
Smallbrook Junction station. He officially
opened the 1989 Island Steam Show,
followed by a ceremonial tightening of the
first fishplates on the first track length on
the Smallbrook extension estimated to cost
£600,000. W37 Invincible entered service
and was used on ballast trains on the
extension project.
The railway continued to carry more

passengers with over 65,000 journeys
undertaken on 98 operating days helping to
win the Ian Allen Independent Railway of the
Year award.
In February 1990, the 1892 32 lever Saxby

and Farmer frame from Sandown signalbox
was removed and relocated to the IoWSR.
The trackbed freehold betweenWootton and
Smallbrook and Havenstreet station building
was purchased for £30,000 onMarch 30, met
by a similar grant from the IoWC.
Major improvements in the steam servicing

area with an additional pit, more hard

surfacing, plus drains, water and electricity
services reorganised. Three locomotives were
serviceable in 1990, ‘Terrier’ No. W11, ‘O2’
No. W24 and No. W37.
FromMarch, thousands of tons of ballast

was put down on the Smallbrook extension
and on April 21, W11 became the first steam
locomotive to reach Ashey since 1966 working
a ballast train.
A time capsule arrived in April in the shape

of four-wheeled LCDR composite carriage
No. 6369 built in 1887. It contained most of
the original seating, advertisements, ashtrays,
mirrors, luggage racks, strike plates and
window blinds, roof torpedo vents, rain strips
and cable conduits. It had been used for 52
years as a summerhouse and no alterations had
been made.
The 3½mile Smallbrook extension opened

on July 20, 1991, followed by a Network
Southeast promoted gala day in September.
Hunslet 0-6-0ST No. 198 Royal Engineer

arrived at Havenstreet from the Ministry of
Defence depot at Long Marston in February
1992 after being retained as an historic artefact
rather than an operational locomotive.
Its previous boiler lift and major overhaul

was in 1988 so it was “In excellent condition”
notedWinstonMcCanna, CME of the Army
Railway Organisation 20 years later. He didn’t

want the Army’s last steam locomotive to
be flogged to death hauling Mk1s around in
preservation as he had seen many times with
industrial engines.

Facilities
An inspection at the Army base was carried
out by Havenstreet’s Len Pullinger and while
on site, loaning of the Second World War
Barclay diesel No. 235 to join No. 198 was
discussed and later agreed.
Ashey station opened as a request stop on

May 2, 1993. It has one weekend of fame every
March when the IoWGrand National, or
the Ashey Scurry is staged with race trains
shuttling fromHavenstreet.
The railway now turned its attention

to upgrading its visitor facilities, such
as tarmacing the car park, offering new
educational packages and printing Edmonson
card tickets on-site. The Smallbrook ground
frame hut became operational, volunteer
facilities at Havenstreet were completed and
easier passenger access created at Wootton.

NEXT ISSUE – Phil Marsh charts the developments
of the IoWSR from the dawn on the newmillennium to
the present, as well as plans for the future.

“Later on, as a number of us, dirty and disreputable, stumbled into the
bar of the White Hart Inn at Havenstreet, talk stopped, drinks paused
between the bar and lips, heads swivelled and the piano stopped mid
note. A second’s silence felt like an hour – then the pianist struck up
‘The Runaway Train.’ Havenstreet, for better or worse, we had arrived!”

HawthornLeslie 0-4-0STNo.W37 Invinciblearrivedon the lineon June3, 1971.Althoughcurrentlyunder

overhaul, the locomotive is seen in fine formclimbing the1 in68 fromHavenstreetwithademonstration

freight trainonMay6, 2006. PHILMARSH
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FACE TO FACE

HERITAGE PROFESSIONAL
Gareth Evans talks to recently appointed Tanfield Railway general manager David
Watchman about his career, experiences and ideas for enhancing the friendly north east
of England standard gauge heritage line.

Turning your hobby into your day job
is not everybody’s idea of fun – but
for some of us, it means that essential

passion for what we do for a living is already
firmly embedded in our psyche.
As reported last issue, lifelong Tanfield

Railway volunteer David Watchman became
general manager of the County Durham
standard gauge heritage line in November.
Starting as a young volunteer at the tender
age of seven, when he would accompany his
father, he went on to gain experience across
the various disciplines.
He’s now using his wealth of knowledge,

skills and experience gained as a volunteer
at Tanfield – as well as those obtained
while employed by the renowned open air
museum at Beamish – to help develop the
railway’s offering.

Heritage Railway (HR): Tell us about your
recent professional experience.
DavidWatchman (DW): For the last 10 years,
I’ve been working at Beamish. Tanfield and
Beamish have had a strong relationship for
most of the time I’ve known the organisations.
I started out as a steam team demonstrator/

engager at Beamish. I was mainly on the
waggonway; not just operationally but

engaging with the public and being involved
in all of the safety related stuff.
Spending so much time at the waggonway

certainly got me to think how you could
approach heritage railways in general
differently – there’s so much potential to
make it more than just a train ride.
Working on the waggonway meant I got

to do some pretty amazing things that most
people don’t get to do. I drove the replicas of
Locomotion, Rocket and Planet. I suspect there
aren’t many people who have been able to
compare the different stages in the evolution
of Stephenson’s designs quite so closely. I
drove the likes of Puffing Billy and the Steam
Elephant too. When the colliery railway
was in operation, I got to work with the
Lewin, the ‘Coffee Pot’ and a host of visiting
locomotives too.
Turning my hobby into a day job did exactly

the opposite of what you’d expect. Certainly
with the waggonway it introduced me to a
whole new part of the history of railways. It
gave me the chance to find out more, make
new contacts, try out fresh ways of working
and speak to a new audience.
After a while, I got an office based job at

Beamish, although I was normally involved
with the railways whenever there was an

event on still. I was communications assistant
for a year, then digital communications
assistant, before progressing to digital
communications officer. I studied Animation
and Design at Sunderland University, so
I’ve always been interested in creating
stories and digital platforms. Adapting
this for a heritage organisation I found an
interesting opportunity.
My job involved looking after the museum

website, social media platforms and all digital
elements of the museum. We saw it as an
extension of the museum engagement, but
on a digital platform. I think it’s important
that you don’t view digital, or marketing and
communications as a completely separate
thing – it needs to be fully embedded in
everything you as an organisation do to get
it right.
For me, the highlights at Beamish were the

more out of the ordinary stuff which used
to happen – like being on site at 5am so the
Downton Abbey crew could put fake snow on
The 1900s Town street in July; or having to
chauffeur the Google Street View car around
the museum; or perhaps filming for the 2019
Cricket World Cup during a whistle-stop pre-
tournament tour of museums; the list goes on!
It really did open my eyes to how a ‘museum’

could remain current with new audiences.
The one thing that really does stick in my
mind was following some of the projects, like
the quilter’s cottage in the 1820s landscape.
I was fortunate to have been able to film
the project from start to finish. Seeing how
that was delivered from the research, to the
planning, to the construction – not just the
physical work either, also the engagement side
with it and how the collections fitted together.
It gives you an appreciation of how to look at
history through different eyes and how the
little details make a massive difference.
I got to meet some great people who shared

an affinity for railways as well. The staff at
Beamish are incredible and very passionate.
I think there was certainly this feeling of
opportunity but responsibility to showcase
‘our’ history.

HR:How did you get involved with Tanfield?
Tell us about your experience there.
DW: I actually found out about work at
Beamish because of my involvement at
Tanfield – I was training a member of their
steam team one summer. I started at Tanfield
when I was just seven, which is hard to
imagine these days. I think I was basically
an excuse for my dad to get involved, I just
tagged along! It gets into your blood and
becomes a part of you though.
I wouldn’t say I was ever a ‘trainspotter’

as such, but Tanfield was always a special

HOBBY TO

DavidWatchmanhashelpedorganiseahostof special events, includinggalas at theTanfieldRailway.He is

picturedalongsideex-GWR/Port TalbotRailway0-6-0STNo. 813,whichvisited fromtheSevernValleyRailway

for theLegendsof Industrygala in2019. TANFIELD RAILWAY
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place. There’s just something about it which
gives it a different feel to other railways and
it’s addictive. Tanfield has got me to where I
am today. Now it’s turned full circle and I’m
looking after the place really!
My first memory of Tanfield is going on the

footplate for a ride, sat on the bunker out of
the way of the crew on Keighley Gasworks
No.2. I remember working in the buffet car
when East Tanfield station was officially
opened in 1996 too. If you showed enthusiasm,
it was quickly spotted and encouraged!
Some of the people who were a huge

influence on my enthusiasm back then are
sadly not with us now. The likes of Derek
Knott and Vic Gascoigne, who we lost early
last year were so full of knowledge and happy
to share it, even with a young lad like me. In
the years in between, I’ve done everything
from cleaning the toilets to driving engines.
I started on the footplate when I was 16,

and became a guard when I was 18. Ironically
though, I was a driver at Beamish before I was
a driver at Tanfield.
I got involved with the return of galas to

Tanfield after an absence of many years when
I was just 17. At first I was persuaded to help
with some of the administration, but before
I knew it I was deeply involved in every part
from timetabling to ensuring the car parks
worked smoothly. From there, I got involved
with almost all of the events at Tanfield.
I helped with retrieving vintage carriage

bodies from farms and fields so that they
could be saved for future restoration. I spent
a lot of time working on the overhaul and
maintenance of the carriage fleet. I learned
how to line out carriages when I was still in
my teens, then picked up sign writing and
many other skills that you just don’t get to
learn any other way.
I’ve worked on a couple of big track relaying

projects over the years. I’m a duty officer
on operating days. I like to think I’d turn
my hand to absolutely anything if it helps
the Tanfield Railway. Fortunately, that’s
embedded in the culture at Tanfield.
Alongside the practical stuff, I’ve been

commercial director for seven years, which
has included being responsible for overseeing

the teams that look after our shops, catering
facilities, ticket offices and almost everything
else for our visitors.

HR:What are the challenges in your new
role? What are you looking forward to?
DW: It probably sounds a bit cheesy, but
I think I see opportunities more than
challenges. Even through Covid-19, we’ve
seen possibilities.
I’m really pleased with how we managed

to get trains running again safely during
the late summer and autumn. The structure
it introduced actually gives us the chance
to enhance how our visitors experience
the railway. They start from somewhere
specific and there’s a defined product all the
way through.
We offered booking by compartment and

ran from East Tanfield to Andrews House,
where refreshments were included in the
ticket price.
Before, it could be very complicated for

some customers who perhaps aren’t as
familiar with railways. We’ve now got a
defined price and product. It’s an easier offer
to understand and makes a visit less stressful
and complicated. Not all of our visitors want
to read and understand a timetable.
It’s certainly been easier to market. We sold

out for the majority of the days we ran and
I don’t think there was a day where we were
much less than 75% full right the way to the
end of October.
I strongly suspect we’ll take some aspects

of our learning from that into the future,
regardless of coronavirus. I want to see us
create an historical and engaging day where
the train ride is an important part, but not the
only part. We’ve got lots of potential to do that
– it’s not a pipe dream.
Our locomotive and rolling stock collection

is very special. We’ve always had a strong
collection policy; we’ve focused on items that
are locally relevant and meet our key aim of
showing what industrial and minor railways
were like in the first half of the 20th Century.
Then we’ve got our history. The railway

we’re working on was opened in 1725. Yes,
you can quibble about the fact that the rails

were wooden at first and that horses provided
the power initially; but the key elements of a
railway were there. I think we need to educate
more people to understand that railways
didn’t just appear overnight in the 1820s.
There was 200 years or more of evolution just
to get to that point.
I think we can play a very important role in

educating people about the evolution of the
railways. Having Causey Arch, the world’s
oldest surviving single-arch railway bridge
right alongside us is a massive plus point
in that respect. We’ve also started work on
creating a short stretch of waggonway on
part of the original track bed leading onto
the arch. It hasn’t been top priority during
the coronavirus pandemic, but when it’s
complete it will help to show just how similar
a waggonway is to a ‘modern’ railway.
Then we’ve got the world’s oldest working

engine shed at Marley Hill. Built in 1854,
it’s got a great story to tell. I think most
enthusiasts love the smell and the atmosphere,
but because we don’t necessarily explain that
particularly well, some of our visitors don’t
really understand it.
We’ve also got other rolling stock tucked

away at Marley Hill which is of huge historical
importance that most of our visitors never get
to see. We’ve got electric locomotives from
before the First World War, pioneering diesel
locomotives and of course steam from nearly
every part of the North East and almost
every industry. There’s a massive social
history there to tell that we’re not doing at the
moment – in fact, I can’t think of any railway
which currently prioritises its social history.
If we can link all of those elements together

with an interesting train ride through the
countryside, then I think we’re onto a winner.
I don’t think we’ll get there overnight, but I’d
like to think we can do so before our 300th
anniversary in 2025.
Apart from coming to work on the world’s

oldest railway every day, I’m looking forward
to working with our volunteers, to meeting
lots of new people and hopefully helping the
Tanfield Railway reach some of the potential
that I, and many other people here, know it
has.

“We’ve now got a defined
price and product. It’s an
easier offer to understand
and makes a visit less
stressful and complicated.
Not all of our visitors want
to read and understand
a timetable. It’s certainly
been easier to market. We
sold out for the majority of
the days we ran and I don’t
think there was a day where
we were much less than
75% full right the way to
the end of October.”

WhileDavid commencedhis footplate trainingaged16atTanfield, andwaspassedoutasaguardwhenhe

was18yearsold, hequalifiedasa traindriver atBeamishbeforedoing soat Tanfield.BEAMISHMUSEUM



Hornby’s new additions boost
preserved rolling stock range
INAwelcomedevelopment,modelsof

prototypesconnectedwith theheritage

railwaysector feature stronglyagain this

year inHornby’sannouncementof its

forthcomingproducts.

Among the surprises is thenew

LNERP22-8-2,which is expected tobe

available later in theyear.Hornbyplans

to retool its budgetRailroadvariantof

Cock ‘oTheNorth–amodelwhich is less

than sevenyearsold.This all-newmodel

will cater for several variantsof the class,

includingA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s

new-buildNo. 2007PrinceofWales,

No. 2002 EarlMarischaland streamlined

No. 2003 LordPresident.

Variety
Anotherwelcomeannouncement for

LNERsteamfans isanall-newA1and

A3inSeptember–amongwhich is

NationalCollection-ownedNo.60103

FlyingScotsman inBRgreenwithearly

crest. Features includeaflickeringfirebox

andadie-cast footplate,providing

welcomeadhesion.

Furthermore, No. 60163 Tornado

is to be available in BR green livery –

delivery is due in winter 2021-2022.

Southern enthusiasts are not

forgotten. Forthcomingmodels with

the 2020 tooling includeNational

Collection-ownedNo. 35029 Ellerman

Lines in BR greenwith early emblem

andNo. 35022HollandAmerica

Line in BR greenwith early emblem.

No. 35022HollandAmerica Line is part

of the fleet/collection owned by the

Royal Scot Locomotive &General Trust,

which is owned by JeremyHosking.

Other SRmodels will feature a

revised toolingwith an all-new diecast

body, which are expected in stock in

June – including No. 35011General

SteamNavigation.

A CentenaryYear Limited Edition

model of No. 35028 Clan Line in

BR greenwith late crest was also

recently released.

A particularly welcome addition for

those of us whomodel and have an

interest in diesel shunters is the all-

new Ruston &Hornsby 88DS, which is

expected to be released during July.

Following on fromHornby’s popular

release of the smaller Ruston 48DS,

this larger shunter is to be available

in a range of BR, industrial and

preservation era liveries.

Hornby’s range of HST stock is

to include the recently-launched

Midland Pullman cars, which are set to

be available over winter 2021-2022.

Promotion
Whilenot in theheritagesector,

a locomotivewhichnevertheless

promotesoneof themovement’s

leadingplayers is tobeavailable in

model formthis summer–NetworkRail

Class37No.97302Ffestiniog&Welsh

HighlandRailways.

Rolling stock includesMk.3 sleeping

cars in a number of liveries. The

vehicles can be found at numerous

heritage lines across Britain in use as

volunteer accommodation, somay

provewelcome to thosewhomodel

the preservation sector.

Not to be forgotten is a newly-

tooledmodel of a SRMaunsell bogie

luggage van in OO gauge. The range

will include S2464S, the Pullman

liveried example used in the funeral of

SirWinston Churchill, which is in the

One:One Collection inMargate.

Finally, Hornby's all-new BR 2MT

2-6-0, announced a year ago, is

expected to be available this summer,

but no heritage examples are to be

amongst the first releases.

No.35011General

SteamNavigation,

which isunder

restorationat

theSwindon&

CrickladeRailway,

is tobeavailable in

model formfrom

Hornbywith the

new2021 tooling.

Preserved ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TNo. 3

Bodiam is set tobeavailable inKent

&East SussexRailwaydarkblue in

August.

Above left:No. 60163Tornado is tobeavailable inBRgreen livery.Above right: BulleidBattleofBritain classNo. 34051WinstonChurchill is nowavailable topre-order

inBRgreen. The full-sizePacific is currentlyondisplayat Locomotion inShildon.

Theall-newRuston&Hornsby88DS

includes this examplepreservedat the

FifeHeritageRailway.

DerwentValleyLightRailway-based

RowntreeNo. 3 is among thevariants

tobeofferedof thenewRuston&

Hornsby88DSmodel.

AmodelofBR7MT ‘Britannia’ PacificNo. 70013OliverCromwell inBRgreenhas

recentlybeen releasedbyHornby. Featureson the4mmscalemodel include

separately fittedparts, sprungbuffers,NEMcouplings, a five-polemotorand

digital capabilitywithaneight-pin socket. Producedunder licence,Hornby

saideverypurchase supports theworkof the locomotive’s owner, theNational

RailwayMuseum.

PIONEER‘Tractor’No.D6700 is tobe

the latestadditionto join therangeof

ready-to-runmodelsof rollingstock in

theNationalCollection.

LocomotionModels has

commissioned its ownOO-scale

model of D6700 fromAccurascale,

which is expected to be released

in the autumn in plain BR green, as

delivered new in December 1960.

The first member of what later

became the Class 37 passed to

English,Welsh & Scottish Railways

(EWS) at privatisation. The locomotive

was backdated to pseudo-1960s

condition for theToton Depot

OpenDay in August 1998 andwas

namedNational RailwayMuseum

threemonths later.Withdrawn on

December 1, 1999 it was presented by

EWS to become part of the National

Collection. The Accurascalemodel will

be supplied in LocomotionModels

packagingwith a 21-pin DCC socket.

Themodel has a retail price of

£169.99. It can be preordered

for £30 deposit fromwww.

locomotionmodels.com

Inaugural Class 37 diesel to do
the ‘Locomotion’ in model form

The Brighter SteamNewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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Theendcameall tooquickly for ‘the locomotives thatwon thewar’, andno fewer than fiveV2s,Nos. 60887, 60892, 60894, 60922and60812, await scrappingat

SwindononSeptember20, 1964, alongwith Ivatt 2-6-0No. 43112and ‘ModifiedHall’ 4-6-0No. 7929WykeHall.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

Sleekbeauty shines through thegrime in this imageasV2No. 60868headsa longpassengerworkingbeneath the

impressive signal spanat Eaglescliffe, CountyDurham in July1953. RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

GRACEWITHPACE
GRESLEY’S INCOMPARABLEV2s
Among the many locomotive icons designed by Sir Nigel Gresley, the V2 2-6-2s stood
head and shoulders above the rest in their versatility, tenacity and good looks.
Pete Kelly tells the story of these amazing machines as he recalls a Settle and Carlisle
trip behind No. 4771 Green Arrow, the sole survivor out of 184, more than 30 years ago.

THEGresleyV2swereamongthe

mostperfectly-proportionedsteam

locomotiveseverbuilt.Their timely

introduction in1936providedtheLNER

witha fastandpowerful three-cylinder

mixed-trafficclasswhich,withina few

shortyears,wouldbeplayingavital

wartimerolebymoving literallyanything

thatcouldbeaskedof them–including

onat leastoneoccasionanempty

coachingstocktrainofnofewer than

26coaches!

The good news for OO-gauge

enthusiasts is that, just before

Christmas, the partnership

between LocomotionModels and

Rails of Sheffield announced the

commissioning of four special V2

models from Bachmann Europe

plc, including twomodels ofGreen

Arrow itself for LocomotionModels.

The other two, of LNER-liveried

No. 4843 and BR-liveried No. 60964,

are being produced for Rails of

Sheffield and hadDurham and

Yorkshire connections.

Operation
Forsomeyearsnow,main linesteam

enthusiastshavebeenclamouringfor the

returntothemain lineofNo.4771/60800

GreenArrow,which last steamedin2008,

andas reportedrecently theScience

MuseumGroup’sRailVehicleStrategy

for2019-34 includesdoing just that ifat

allpossible, so theLocomotionmodels

inparticularwillbeappearingatan

opportunemoment.

With their 6ft 2in drivingwheels, the

V2s delivered an outstanding tractive

effort of 33,730lb andwerewell

capable of 90mph running, so were

equally at home deputising for Pacifics

on crack expresses as trundling by

with long rakes of coal wagons. They

were in their true element, though,

on the fast parcels, fish and fitted

freight trains for which theywere

specifically designed.

Thirty-odd years ago, it took just a

single dogged slog behind No. 4771

GreenArrowwith an 11-coach train

along the scenic grandeur of the

Settle and Carlisle line to implant

this lion-hearted locomotive onmy

mind for all time, and in The Railway

Magazinewhich I was editing at

the time, I waxed lyrical about

the experience.

Experience
“Have thewordsbeen invented to

describeadequately theeffectof a sun-

spangledwoodcarpetedcompletelyby

bluebells andprimroses,”Iwrote,“or to

evenbegin to imitate thecurlews’fluting

cries thathaunt thewideopenspaces

ofWildBoar Fell, Great Shunner Fell and

BleaMoor?”

The most unforgettable aspect of

the journey, however, was listening

to Green Arrow’s hitherto soft,

rhythmic exhaust beat sharpening

as the gradients stiffened and the

fireman threw on more coal.

Outside the sun scorched down,

giving themany hundreds of lineside

photographers a field day as well as

bringing smiles to the faces of hikers

who just happened to be there as the

sparkling apple green locomotive

hammered by.

Thewatering stop at Appleby gave

passengers a chance to down a pint

or two ofMarston’s at theMidland

Hotel, or to walk down to the shops

for refreshments, but for thosewho

remained on themain platform, near

thewall plaquememorial to the

greatly-loved railway photographer

Bishop Eric Treacy, who collapsed

and diedwhile taking pictures there

HERITAGE MODELLER HERITAGE RAILWAYS IN MINIATURE





Whentheyweregrubby, theywerevery, verygrubby.WithNationalisation less thanayearaway, theLNERembarkedona

complete renumbering scheme in1947.As it toils bywitha longupgoods trainnear Stevenageduring that year, formerV2

No.4825 is already carrying its short-livednewnumberof854.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

Oneof the fewV2 locomotives tobenamed,No. 4806TheGreenHoward,

Alexandra,PrincessofWales’sOwnYorkshireRegiment, poses for the cameraafter

its naming ceremony in the1930s.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE
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onMay 13, 1978, there was time

for quieter reflection. Eric’s love of

the linewas reflected in hismany

footplate experiences, particularly

aboard the rebuilt ‘Royal Scot’4-6-0s

which put upmany impressive

performances on trains such as the

‘Thames-Clyde Express.’

One line onwhich theV2s excelled

was theWaverley Route between

Edinburgh and Carlisle, and a brilliant

flavour of its closing decades was

captured on a long-lost audio tape

that I used to play over and over again.

The recording beganwith birdsong

and the happy chatter of a young

child outside a cottage somewhere

nearby – and then the far-off, muffled

beat of an approaching three-cylinder

locomotive gradually intruded onto

the scene. As theV2 drew nearer

with a heavy goods train on a long

andwearying climb, the exhaust

sharpened, and grew into a full-

regulator crescendo by the time it

toiled past the lineside recorder.

On Sundaymornings at home, I

used to delight in turning the player

to full volume at that point, and the

soundwaves would hit our house like

a bomb going off. Coming through

from the kitchenwhere she’d be

preparing a delicious roast, my late

wife Liz would say:“Do you have

to put it on so loudly on a Sunday

morning, love?”

Endearment
Itwas this‘take-no-prisoners’attitude

that endeared thesegutsyengines to

wartime footplate crews, andbecause

of their notable service throughout

the1939-45conflict, theywereoften

referred toas‘theengines thatwon the

war’–despite shortcomings inboth

trackand locomotivemaintenance.

Because of the latter, theV2s’

conjugatedmiddle-cylinder valve-

gear would sometimes go out

of adjustment, producing some

amazingly unsynchronized exhaust

beats, but the locomotives just

slogged on regardless. By the time

the conflict ended, with Britain on its

knees and broke, the entire railway

infrastructure had deteriorated to the

point where urgent restorationwas

needed.Worn-out track andworn-out

pony trucks combined to produce

several V2 derailments during the

immediate aftermath of war, and

modified trucks were fitted to the

whole class.

Such good looking locomotives

surelymerited nameplates, and

maybemorewould have ended up

with themhad thewar not intervened.

In the event, though, only seven apart

fromGreenArrow itself received the

honour – Nos. 60809 The Snapper, The

East Yorkshire Regiment, TheDuke of

York’s Own; 60835 TheGreenHoward,

Alexandra, Princess ofWales’s Own

Yorkshire Regiment; 60847 St Peter’s

School, York, AD627; 60860Durham

School; 60872 King’sOwnYorkshire

Light Infantry; 60873 Coldstreamer;

and 60964 TheDurhamLight Infantry,

whose namewas bestowed under BR

ownership in 1958.

The first member of the class, the

sole-survivingGreenArrow, named

after the LNER’s express parcels

service, carries its straight nameplates

on the smokebox sides, whereas the

others had curved nameplates over

the centre drivingwheels.

One ofmymodelling associates,

Ian Lamb, who regularly wrote for

the former RailwayMagazineGuide to

Modelling, always considered theV2s

to be‘the best of the lot’, and in one

article painted awonderful picture

of the nightly V2-hauled Aberdeen

to London fish trains that actually

ran at greater speeds than some

passenger expresses.

Hewrote:“It was quite something to

see all those refrigerated vans hurtling

round the curve at Saughton Junction

behind aV2 on the outskirts to

Edinburgh, or accelerating away from

theTay Bridge towards Leuchars at the

head of the ex-Aberdeen‘Blue-Spot

Special’bound for London.”

Withdrawal
Allof theV2s, includingGreenArrow,

werewithdrawnfromservicebetween

1962and1966,but fortunately forus

No.60800wassavedforposterity.The last

twoV2storemain inservice,Nos. 60831

and60836,were finallycondemnedin

December1966.

As every early diesel-era fan knows,

two of theV2 names, those of King’s

OwnYorkshire Light Infantry and The

DurhamLight Infantry, reappeared

on‘Deltics’Nos. D9002/55002 and

D9017/55017 respectively. The former

is displayed as part of the National

Collection inYork.

V2swerewell upwith thebestwhencalledupon tohandleprestigepassenger

trains.No. 4817bursts fromtheGreenwoodTunnel atHadleyWoodon theEast

CoastMainLinewith theDown ‘YorkshirePullman’ in this 1930sphoto. RAILWAY

MAGAZINE ARCHIVE

Right: TheV2swere in their true

elementon fish trainsand fitted

freights.No. 4794waspictured

at Lenley troughsas it headeda

fastdowngoods in1939.RAILWAY

MAGAZINE ARCHIVE



Available soon fromRails of Sheffield, and seenwithout their etchednameplates

fitted, are theseOO-scalemodelsof LNERNo. 4843King’sOwnYorkshireLight

InfantryandBRNo. 60964TheDurhamLight Infantry,whichwasn’t nameduntil 1958.
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Themodels
WHEN theengineeringprototype

modelsofBachmann’sV2were revealed

at the2019WarleyNationalModel

RailwayExhibition, itwas immediately

obvious that theyweregoing tobe

something special.

Comparisons with photos of full-

sized V2s showed that the model had

captured every detail of the sleek and

graceful locomotives to perfection,

and the fully-painted Locomotion

and Rails of Sheffield products

underline the fact evenmore.

A 21-pin decoder socket is

mounted in the model, which is also

provided with a pre-fitted speaker in

the tender for ease of digital sound

installation. A custom-designed

loco-to-tender interconnection gives

secure through electrical connection,

and themodels also come with

a realistic firebox flicker, sprung

buffers, etched nameplates and NEM

coupling pockets. All models are

fitted with five-pole motors.

The Locomotion variants are

No. 4771 Green Arrow in LNER green

livery (35-204NRM) and in the same

locomotive’s BR green livery as

No. 60800 (35-205NRM).

The Rails of Sheffield examples,

seen without the supplied etched

nameplates fitted, are of No. 4843

Asexpected, thedetail is amazingonBachmann’s eagerly-awaitedOO-scale

modelsof theLNERandBR-liveriedversionsofNo. 4771/60800GreenArrow,

producedexclusively for LocomotionModels.

King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in

LNER green livery (35-201Z) which

was built at Doncaster in April 1939,

named the followingmonth and

continued in service until withdrawal

in 1963; and No. 60964 Durham

Light Infantry in late-crest BR green

livery (35-203Z), which was built at

Darlington in January 1943, named in

1958 and withdrawn in May 1965.

The recommended retail price of

eachmodel is £229.95, and they can

be pre-ordered for a £30 deposit

fromwww.locomotionmodels.com

for the Green Arrow versions – or from

www.railsofsheffield.com

for Nos. 4843 and 60964. See

advertisement on page 68.

DCC sound options are also

available for eachmodel for £329.95,

and these too can be ordered for

a £30 deposit by clicking the DCC

SOUND button on the respective

websites.
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CompiledbyAmyasCrumpandKevinRobertson
(hardback,CrecyPublishing,208pp,£25,
ISBN9781910809624).

MISSEDoutonaWestCountry

holiday last yearbecauseof the

pandemic?Then lookno further

tomakeup for it by savouring this

excellent collectionofquality colour

views fromthe steamandearlygreen-

liverieddiesel erasby themasterof

railwayphotography in the region.

Thankfully, the collectionofPeter

Gray,whopassedaway in2017, is

nowownedby theGreatWestern

Trust atDidcotRailwayCentre, and

eachof theviews shouldbe regarded

ashistorical treasures in their own

right.

Peter, for longanactivemember

of theTorbayPhotographicClub,

haddevelopedhishobby following

National Service touring the south

west andas far afieldaswestWales

byRaleighbicycle.Hisbig switch to

colourphotographycameoneday in

1957whenhewas invited toview the

completionof the replicaMayflower

shipatUphamsshipward inBrixham.

Peter’s favourite stationwas

Thorvertonon theExeValleybranch,

andanearly spreadmaking full use

of the splendid large format volume

seesCollett 0-4-2TNo. 1466, currently

underoverhaul atDidcot, propelling

anauto train fromDulverton toExeter

in1963.

Wonderful times
There is amasterpieceat every turn

of thepage, and thosewho recall

holidaysby train to thewestof

Englandwill quickly identifywith

scenes likeGWR4-6-0No. 5004

LlanstephanCastleheadingpast

theputtinggreenatDawlish in July

1957– the seventhclassmember

photographedbyPeter thatday–

wonderful times!

The last yearsof steamon the

GWRroutes and thedemiseof the

Southern’s‘WitheredArm’are rarely

portrayedwith suchvitality in a single

volume, covering locations from

Seaton Junctionand theLymeRegis

branchwith itsAdams radial tanks,

to thewonderfulwooden trainshed

thatwas theAshburton terminus,

the‘AtlanticCoat Express’en route to

Ilfracombewith theBristol Channel in

thebackgroundandExeter StDavid’s

withanLSWRT9 inattendance.

For thosewho loved their forays

to theWestCountryback then,

or enthusiastswhoappearedat a

laterdateand lookingwistfully at

OrdnanceSurveymaps couldonly

conjectureas to thenatureof the

sheermagicofwhatoccupied those

abandoned trackbedsbefore their

day, this volume is amust for you.

Sheermagic.

ULTIMATECHANGEOVERYEARS

TractionTimes:AnEarlyBR
TractionMiscellany
CompiledbyAndrewRoyle (softback,

TransportTreasuryPublishingLtd,

16HighworthClose,HighWycombe,

HP137PJ,www.ttpublishing.co.uk

112pp,£14.50, ISBN:978-1-913251-

09-3)

HEREIN lies

a superb

collection

ofblackand

white images

that feature

the fascinating

transition

periodof

modern

traction thatwas in serviceonBRduring

the1950sand1960s.

Thatwasa timewhenmost serious

railwayphotographers concentratedon

recording the soon-to-be-withdrawn

steamtraction.

Thankfully, a substantial numberof

excellentquality imageswerecaptured

of a-soon-to-vanisheraof railway

operationwhich featured theseearly

andprototype locomotives andunits.

Sadly,manyhadavery shortperiod in

serviceon the rapidly changing railway

network.

Thebook isorganised logicallyby

power classification, and includes

sectionsonprototypes,DMUs, EMUs,

shunters, andelectric andgas turbine

locomotives.

Captionsaredetailedandvery

informativeand thephotographsare

reproduced toaveryhigh standard.

Thisbookwill appeal toallwithan

interest inour extraordinarypostwar

railwayhistory and theenormous

changes that tookplaceduring the

phasingoutof steamhaulage.

HAZYDAWNOFTHEMODERNERA

TheRedruth&Chasewater
Railway:APictorial
ExcursionUpalongand
Down
ByEricRabjohns (softback,The

TrevithickSociety,POBoxNo.62,

Camborne,Cornwall,TR147ZN,

01209716811,

www.trevithicksociety.info,92pp,

£10, ISBN9780993502194).

CORNWALL changed theworld forever.

RichardTrevithickwasborn in the

duchy’sminingheartland, the sonof

aminingcaptain, andwho, immersed

inminingandengineering froman

early age,began lookingatwaysof

taking the

extractedore

to thenearest

seaport in the

most efficient

manner.His

experiments

with steamroad

vehicles are the

stuff of legends

and led to the

developmentof

PETER GRAY’S WEST
COUNTRY RAILWAYS:
Images from the collection of
the Great Western Trust

theworld’s first railway locomotive.

Cornwall’smineral-richminingdistrict

becameenmeshedwithearlymineral

railways, beginningwith thePortreath

TramRoadplatewayof 1809. Its first true

railwaywas theRedruth&Chasewater,

a 4ft gaugeedge railwaywhichhas

wagonswith flangedwheels, andwhich

opened in1826.

The railwaycarriedcopper fromthe

ConsolidatedMines (otherwise known

asConsols) at Redruth to the littleport

ofDevoranon thebankof theCarnon

River.Opened in1826, at first itwas

workedbyhorses, but inNovember

1854, two0-4-0STsnamedMinerand

Smelterwereacquired fromNeilson&

Co.A largerNeilson0-6-0ST,Spitfire,

arrived in1859.

The line’sprosperitywas linked

inextricably to thatof themining

industry that it served, andwhen itwent

intodecline, sodid the railway,which

closed inSeptember1915.

Part of its trackbed today forms the

RedruthandChasewaterRailwayTrail,

anoutdoor leisure facility.

Theauthor’s fatherwasa railwayman,

and livingatCarharrack close to

the routeof theold line, decided to

research its history and indoing so

amasseda sizeable collectionof archive

photographs,whichare reproduced

here,many for the first time.Hehasalso

painted someexcellentwatercoloursof

the line in its operatingdays.

Cornwall is aMecca for anyonewho

is interested in the remainsof early

railways, andnotonly is this volume

a fascinatinghistory in itself, but an

indispensableguidebook to following

the routeanddiscovering the line’s

surviving relics and remains.

INVALUABLEGUIDE

CountryRailwayRoutes:
WymondhamtoWells
featuringtheMid-Norfolk
Railway
ByRichardAddersonandGraham

Kenworthy (hardback,Middleton

Press,96pp, ISBN9781910356401).

THEGERbranch toWells-next-the-Sea is

among theelite closed routes that today

boast two (anddebatably four) heritage

lineson its trackbed,on theMid-Norfolk

Railway– its currently still-separate

outpostofCountySchool station, plus

theworld’s smallestpublic railway, the

10¼ingaugeWells&WalsinghamLight

Railway, and, along theway, the2ft

YaxhamLightRailway,whichbegan life

in thegoodsyardof the stationof the

samename.

Notonly areall three covered in

this fact-packed referencevolume

but, alongside theextensivearchive

pictures, plans, timetables andnotes

about the33-mileoriginal branch

fromWymondhamJunction, theWells

HarbourRailway is thrown in forgood

measure.

Thebranch lost itspassenger services

onOctober4, 1969, and the remaining

freight-only linewascutback in stages

until final

closure inApril

1989.Asuper

setof archive

pictures from

throughout

thesteamand

later theClass

31-dominated

dieselerabrings

ever significant

pointsalong thebranch to life.

Toogoodanopportunity tomiss for

revivalists, theMid-Norfolk ran its first

trainsbetweenRash’sGreensouthof

DerehamandYaxham inDecember

1995, and still holds long-term

aspirations to rebuild the line to serve

Fakenham, reconnectingCountySchool

in theprocess.Thearchivepictures

highlight thevarietyof tractionover

the route in thediesel eraandbeyond,

fromgrainand fertiliser trains to, in2009,

Armyvehiclemovements.

The lateCommanderRoyFrancis

was responsible forbuildingboth the

present-daynarrowgauge lines atWells

and theyarebothwell illustratedby

archivepictures. Particularly fascinating

is a1938pilgrimagebypupils from

theOratoryGirls’School inChelsea to

theRomanCatholicNational Shrineat

Walsingham.

Would it notbewonderful however, if

youcould still ride thebranchall theway

tooneof themostdelightful seaside

townson theeast coast?

ABRANCHTHATREFUSEDTODIE

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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THIS excellent archive full-colour

DVD features the IsleofManSteam

Railway (IoMSR) andManxElectric

Railway (MER)during thekeyyears

from1956-1972.

Thiswas theerawhen the steam

railway still operated the lines across

toPeel on thewest coast andup

toRamsey in thenorth–aswell as

southwards toPort Erin. Sadly, only

the line fromDouglas toPort Erin

survivesnowadays.

Theseweredifficult yearswithboth

the steamandelectric railwaysunder

threat fromtheever-increasing tide

of road transport.Happily, bothwere

able to reinvent themselvesas tourist

railways, though the IoMSRnetwork

was significantly reducedafter 1972

whenbothoperations lost their

independence.

Thevalueof theprogramme is

significantly enhancedby the first-

rate informative commentary.

The superbMER footagecovers

thehistoric trams runningalong the

scenic east coast andat the important

Laxey junctionwith theSnaefell

MountainRailway.

During theseyears theextensive

steamtrain services canbe seen

at their peak,with rare footageof

the line toPeel andnorthwardson

theRamseyNorthLinealong the

picturesquewest coast.

Shuntingandgoods traffic

(including short-livedoilworkings) at

St Johns in1956areahighlight.The

material fromtheMarquessofAilsa

years is especially interesting since it

was sucha short-livedera, andsaw

the strikinggreen livery introduced

on the steamrailway.

Douglas station,with full platform

canopies, semaphore signalling and

signalboxon the IoMSR, is

well shown, too.

Thisofferingwill beofgreat value

toanyonewithan interest in the Isle

ofManandhistoric transport.

HOWAVICTORIANSYSTEM

SURVIVEDAGAINSTALLODDS

Trains&Tramsof the IsleOfMan1956-1972
DVD(UniqueProductionsLtd,3MertonCourt,TheStrand,BrightonMarinaVillage,BrightonBN25XY,

www.uniquebooks.pub58mins,£17.99).

TheSouthernaround
London:TheRCRiley
Archive1937-1964:
Volume4
CompiledbyJeremyClarke (softback,

TransportTreasuryPublishingLtd,

16HighworthClose,HighWycombe,

HP137PJ.www.ttpublishing.co.uk

112pp,£14.50, ISBN:978-1-913251-

11-6;

DICKRileywas

a legendary

railway

photographer

who

recorded the

Londonarea

extensively

–especially

the southern

partsof a complexnetwork.Here is

anexcellent compilationof varied

monochromephotographswhich

reflect the suburbanandmain line

operationsduring1937-1964.

Thearea covered showcases the

limits imposedby theauthor’s Local

Authority‘FreedomPass’. It describes

a semi-circle that‘followsa line from

Dartford throughSwanley, Knockholt,

UpperWarlingham,CoulsdonSouth to

HamptonandFeltham’.

The selection is first rateand

reproduced toahigh standard,with

decent sized imagesplus verydetailed

information.

As such itprovidesavividportrait

of railwayoperationsduring the latter

yearsof theSouthernRailwayand the

earlyBRyears.

Frustratingly,Dick includedminimal

informationwithhisphotographsand

thecompiler hasdoneagreatdeal of

research for theexcellent captions.

Thebook is organised intokey

chapters entitledEarlyDays,Through

the Inner Suburbs, Specials, Southern

Electric,Non-Passenger,Outer Suburbia

through toStationsandPanoramas.

Thisbook is thenextbest thing to time

travel, highlightinghowour railways

havebeen transformedsince the1960s.

WINDOWONTHECAPITAL’SPAST

TheLancashireDerbyshire
&EastCoastRailway
Volume3
ByChrisBooth (softback,Fonthill

MediaLimited,www.fonthillmedia.

com192pp,£20, ISBN978-1-78155-

802-7)

THIS valuablebookmarks the

completionof a comprehensive

three-volumeworkon theLancashire,

Derbyshire&EastCoastRailway

(LD&ECR).

Volumes1and2werepublished

in2017and2018.This thirdvolume

covers theprojectedLD&ECRbranches

andoperations,MansfieldRailway,

Mid-Nottinghamshire JointRailway,

thedeclineof coal and thecurrentRail

InnovationandDevelopmentCentre,

basedatTuxford.

This

curious route

which failed

to leave the

‘Dukeries’

and reached

neither

Warrington

inLancashire

nor theEast

Coast at

Sutton-

on-Sea!TheLD&ECRhadanactive

independent lifeofonly 10yearsbefore

being takenoverby theGreatCentral

Railway in1907.

Coal traffic remained themain

driving forceandsourceof revenue

for this route throughout its existence.

Passenger revenuewasalways

secondaryand regularpassenger

services finally ceased in1955.

Thebook includesa first-class

narrativeexplaining thedevelopment

of the route from inception to its

continuingpartial survival in2020.

Ofparticular interest is the substantial

partof thebook telling the storyof the

MansfieldRailway– fromClipstone

Junctionon theLD&ECRmain line to

KirkbySouth Junction.Thiswasone

of the last stretchesofUK‘main line’

constructedprior to the1923Grouping.

The routewasvery successful in

tapping into the substantial coal traffic

thatwasgeneratedby thenewcollieries

to theeastofMansfield.Theauthor

also charts the sad rationalisationof the

local rail networkas thecoal industry

declined.

Theevocativephotographsarea

major focusof thebook.Theconnecting

narrativeanddocumentation includes

much fascinatingdetailed information,

togetherwithmaps,plansand

ephemera tocreateaportrait of the

route.

Withhisprofessional railway

background theauthorwriteswith

perceptive insight andknowledgeon

this significant and important east-west

rail route.

This is a first-classpublicationand

highly recommended–and interested

readers should seekout the first two

volumes.

SPLENDIDROUTEBIOGRAPHY

GreatWestern0-6-2Tank
Classes:Absorbed&
SwindonDesignedClasses
ByDavidMaidment (hardback,Pen&

SwordBooksLtd,284pp,£30, ISBN:

978-1-52675-205-5).

TANKenginesof thiswheel

arrangementwerenot theexclusive

preserveof SouthWales, but as far as the

GWRwasconcerned, thevastmajority

of its 0-6-2T typesoriginated in, orwere

largely concentrated in, theSouthWales

coalfields.

It comesasno surprise, therefore,

thatmuchof thisbook isdedicated

to locomotives fromthe railways that

served this region.

Thebookopenswithan introduction

to the type, its suitability foruseoncoal

trains, and theengineersof thevarious

GWRconstituent companies (TomHurry

Riches, Cornelius LundieandCharles

Collett andsoon)whichdesigned them.

Fromhere, it explores thecompanies

themselves and the locos they

produced,beginningwith theBarry

Railwayandmoving in successive

chapters through theCardiff, Brecon&

Merthyr, RhymneyandTaffVale railways,

plusother smaller concerns.

Awide selectionof accompanying

images illustrateeachchapter, showing

0-6-2Tclasses asbuilt, in service,

andafter‘Westernisation’,which in

manycasesdrastically altered their

appearance; theRhymneyRailwayP1

andTaffValeAclassesareacase inpoint.

Chapter 7 then turns to theGWR’s

own takeon the0-6-2T– the56XXand

66XXclasses,whichbegan toappear

from1924, andnumberedaround200

examples in total.

Several pagesarededicated to the

locomotives atwork, beforeChapter 8

looks at thepreservation sceneand the

types that survived thecutter’s torch.

Theappendix takesamore technical

lookat several of theclasses,with

general dimensionsandspecifications

accompanyingaweightdiagram in

manycases.Theseare followedby

allocationhistories.

INTERESTINGSTUDYHIGHLY

RECOMMENDED

i ill t t h h t h i

ASweclosed forpress, the
numberof followersonour

facebook.com/heritagerailwaypage
hadpassed the303,000mark.
Letusseeyourpictures,hearyour

newsandtell theworldaboutyour
upcomingevents.
Likeus today!
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CURIOUS LINES

THE LONDON, BRIGHTON &
SOUTHWARWICKSHIRE RAILWAY!

EDGEHill, an escarpment in the parish
of Ratley and Upton inWarwickshire,
is best known as the setting for the first

major battle of the English Civil War.
On Sunday, October 23, 1642, the Royalist

forces of Charles I and the Parliamentarian
army commanded by the Earl of Essex clashed
here. The battle proved inconclusive, with both
sides claiming victory.
The following year, following reports of

ghostly sightings published by a printer,
Thomas Jackson, the King sent a royal
commission to visit the site, where two
phantom armies were said to have been seen
fighting in the sky above them.
Three centuries later, Edge Hill again

became a graveyard, and the ghostly remains
of a railway which many people believe never
should have been built.
Just like the battle, the outcome of the Edge

Hill Light Railway (EHLR) remained very

much unfinished business: its construction
was suspended with such apparent haste that
after a lapse of several years, the mechanical
excavator which had been used to build it was
still to be found with its grab half-raised to load
a bucketful of earth!
This 3½-mile line was promoted in

association with the Stratford-upon-Avon
&Midland Junction Railway (SMJR), which
was formed in 1909 by the merger of three
earlier companies: the East andWest Junction
Railway, the Evesham, Redditch & Stratford-
upon-Avon Junction Railway, and the
Stratford-upon-Avon, Towcester, &Midland
Junction Railway.
In 1910, the Northampton & Banbury

Junction Railway was purchased and an east-
west network was formed, which linked routes
to Bedford and Northampton in the east to
lines leading towards Banbury and Gloucester
in the west, via Towcester and Stratford.

The three constituent railways had
each been built with a view to carrying
Northamptonshire iron ore to SouthWales and
theWest Midlands, but they were all unable
to finance their planned lines in full. The
formation of the SMJR in 1909 was in effect a
financial reconstruction, but the management
of the combined company also showed a
certain flair for generating tourist income,
based on the connection with Shakespeare
and also the family connections with George
Washington. Furthermore, the line was
developed as a shorter route for Midland
Railway goods traffic from the Bristol area
to London.
The EHLR had its origin in the opening-up

of the rich ironstone deposits which have been
known for many centuries to exist in this part
of the South Midlands,
First WorldWar requirements intensified the

demand for British ironstone, and the EHLR

Light railway builder Colonel Holman Fred Stephens was, depending on your perspective,
a man behind his timewhose vision of budget-priced rural railways came too late, or
a visionary and forerunner of today’s heritage railway portfolio, in which second-hand
rolling stock is the essential ingredient, writes Robin Jones. How otherwisemight we have
expected to see a pair of the London, Brighton & South Coast Railway’s ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0Ts
running far from home territory amidst the rolling hills of southernWarwickshire?

Rustingmerrily away,ManningWardle0-4-0STNo. 1088Sankey is parked

permanentlyunderCampLanebridge, as seen in1935.CSRM

ManningWardle0-4-0STNo. 1088Sankeyat EdgeHill in June1922,with

construction foremanJohnBrenchley, aColonel Stephensemployee, on the

footplate.CSRM

EdgeHill LightRailway ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TNo. 1 inopenstorage in1931.

THE RAILWAYMAGAZINE
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was promoted to tap those deposits which exist
in the immediate vicinity of Edge Hill.
On August 17, an application was submitted

for a Light Railway Order (LRO) for a standard
gauge line, five miles and 58 chains long, from
a junction with the SMJR at Burton Dassett
sidings to Nadbury Camp and Sunrising on
the top of Edge Hill. It was stated that ‘great
developments’ were anticipated from the
opening up of the ironstone field.
However, the fact that the line was not

opened until after the cessation of hostilities,
when the changed economic conditions
occasioned a gradually lessening demand for
British ore, may have had a considerable effect
in bringing about the fate which ultimately
befell it.
Two of the initial directors of the light railway

were also those of two related Black Country
iron companies – T&I Bradley of Bilston
and T&I Bradley & Son on Darlaston. They
established an owning company for both the
ironstone and the light railwas as the Banbury
Ironstone Co Ltd. Its chairman in 1922 was
HarryWillmott, who was also chairman of the
SMJR, and the chief officers of the light railway
were also those of the main line company.
The promoters acquired mineral rights to

more than 600 acres of land around Edge Hill.
The company could have opted to build

a basic mineral railway, but instead chose a
fully-fledged public light railway. And who
did they choose as its engineer? A man who
by then had risen to prominence for his vision
of constructing light railways ‘on the cheap’
to serve rural outbacks which the established
main line railways of the day considered non-
starters as far as economics were concerned.
None other than Colonel Holman Fred
Stephens, who by then had engineered the Kent

“Those real-life ghosts of Edge Hill finally succumbed
to the inevitable, and so ended one of the shortest-
lived standard gauge railways anywhere. “

Above: EdgeHill ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TNo.2 (formerlyNo. 74Shadwell),withbrakevanNo. 2. Left to rot for years

after theendofa short-lived industrial dream,only thebicycle in thepictureever ranagain.CSRM

TheEdgeHill LightRailwayasdepictedbyamap inTheRailwayMagazine, 1931.
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& East Sussex Railway and Selsey Tramway and
breathed new life into the likes of theWeston,
Clevedon & Portishead Railway and what
became the Shropshire &Montgomeryshire
Railway, among others.
Stephens, who had recently been released

from his army commitments, had previously
had dealings withWillmott during a brief
spell on the Isle of Wight Central Railway
as engineer and locomotive superintendent
in 1911, before he was ousted from there by
Willmott’s son Russell.
Plans for the EHLR were drawn up by

Stephens’ office in Tonbridge. His first plan
was to tackle the 300ft escarpment by starting
out at Fenny Compton and building up the
slope to lessen the gradients, but it was shown
to be too expensive.

Inquiry
The second plan involved an 11¼mile railway
from a triangular junction with the SMJR at
Burton Dassett. Two miles up the line, a rope-
worked incline could have led to three branches
accessing separate parts of the ore field.
A public inquiry into the LRO application

was conducted in November 1917 by the
Light Railway Commissioners. It led to the
planned line being cut back to just 5½miles,
with the SMJR having running powers to the
foot of the cable-worked incline. Passengers
might be carried over this two-mile section, it
was conjectured.
The LRO order was approved on July 17, 1918.
Early in 1919, Stephens seemed to have stood

down as engineer. History repeated itself and
he was replaced again by Russell Willmott.
Maybe the promoters of the EHLR had

merely used Stephens for his expertise and
skills to obtain the LRO, without wishing to
have himmanaging the project.
However, the purchase of two second-hand

locomotives to work the line had all the
hallmarks of the colonel’s modus operandi.
Both were 1872-built London, Brighton &
South Coast Railway ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0Ts. The
first to arrive, in 1919, was No. 673Deptford,

which became EHLR No. 1. It was followed a
year later by No. 674 Shadwell, which became
No. 2.
The ‘Terriers’ were used to work the EHLR’s

low-level line.
The EHLR had no engine shed in which to

keep them, although there was a turntable at
the junction.
The pair were serviced and mainly kept at

the SMJR’s Stratford-upon-Avon locomotive
shed, under an agreement made by the two
companies’ shared chief officers. In return, the
SMJR is said to have used one of the ‘Terriers’
for its Stratford to Broom Junction trains
when it was short of traction. The only other
examples of main line stock were two Great
Eastern Railway ex-Army brake vans.
Construction of the line began in 1919, but

progress was very slow, and indeed may have
been suspended for a time, perhaps because the
postwar industrial boom was ending, with a
perceived reduced demand for iron ore.
Also, the Grouping of 1923 was on the

horizon, with the SMJR due to become part
of the new London, Midland & Scottish
Railway, and the EHLR directors fearing

that their investment would mature sooner
than planned.
On June 20, Russell Willmott died from

cancer at his home in Newport, Isle of Wight,
and was replaced by consulting engineer
Edgar Ferguson, who at the age of 74 had by
then all but retired frommain line railway
assignments. However, he did have experience
of light railway engineering, and he may have
had a hand in the post-Stephens developments
at Edge Hill, including the incline mechanisms.

Incline
Some ironstone trains had been running by the
time that the half-mile gravity worked or ‘self
acting’ 1-in-9 incline powered by a stationary
engine was completed in summer 1922. The
first 250 yards of the incline was single track,
followed by a double-line loop, which in turn
merged into a three-rail formation in which
the centre rail was common to trains in
both directions.
The ground at the top of the ridge through

which the line was being built was ironstone. It
was said to have carried 60 tons a day. The ore
was sent for onward transport for smelting in
the Midlands.
As laid out, the EHLR started from a small

yard which hitherto had been used for other
ironstone workings next to the SMJR’s Burton
Dassett platform on the Banbury toWarwick
Road. Slight gradients took it around 2½
miles to a fan of sorting sidings at the foot of
the cable-worked incline, at the top of which
the line ran for a very short distance to finish
at an uncompleted cutting near the road to
Ratley village. Also, there was a head shunt
from the incline top and a few yards of track
towards Nadbury.
The railway obtained small ManningWardle

0-4-0ST No. 1088 of 1888 Sankey from its
original employment on the building of the
Manchester Ship Canal, from contractor
Topham Jones & Company (which had built
the Oxfordshire Ironstone line), in June 1922.
However, disaster struck on Tuesday, October

10, 1922, when the directors decided to inspect
the incline mechanisms. In charge of running
a rake of wagons was ganger John Brenchley,
who had worked for Stephens as a construction
hand on the East Kent Light Railway.
The rake ran away and ploughed into the

sand drag at the bottom and the wagons on
the counterbalancing rake came hurtling over
the top. They struck Ferguson a glancing blow
which proved fatal.

Savedonhometerrain: LBSCR ‘Terrier’No. 55Stepney, a veteranof theHayling Islandbranchandpopularised

by theReverendWilbertAwdryasa character in theThomas theTankEngine series, headsaVIP special at

Kingscote in2000 tomark the40thanniversaryof theBluebell Railway, the first heritage line toopenona

close formerpart of theBRnetwork.ROBIN JONES

TenLBSCR ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0Tswerepreserved,but sadly theEdgeHill pairwerenotamongst them. Theywere

scrappedonsite in1946, 14yearsbefore themost famousof the class,No. 55Stepney, hauled the first public

Bluebell Railwaypassenger trainonAugust7, 1960.CSRM
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The incline was not repaired, and commercial
traffic on the line ceased, although there is
a record of an ore load from the Edge Hill
quarries at Burton Dassett yard on January 27,
1925. One man was employed by the EHLR as a
caretaker from 1922 until 1937, but carried out
no maintenance.
An article in The Railway Magazine in April

1931 found that all three locomotives were
standing derelict on the railway, the ‘Terriers’
“partially covered with tarpaulins and in quite
good repair considering that they have been for
five years exposed to wind and weather”.
It added: “Although the locomotives and

rolling-stock are still in good condition
considering the ordeal to which they have
been exposed, time and weather have played
sad havoc with the permanent way, which in
several places is almost buried under falls of
earth and subsidences of the rutting walls.
“Generally, however, the line does not give

the impression of having been left derelict
for nearly five years, and no doubt it could
easily be reopened should such a fortunate
eventuality be made possible by future
trade developments.”

Resurrection
That reopening would never materialise.
Early in the SecondWorldWar, consideration

was given to the resurrection of the EHLR,
but the nearby Oxfordshire Ironstone line was
considered adequate.
In the autumn of 1941, the track from the

lower part of the EHLR was requisitioned for
the building of a vast military depot at Long
Marston, off the Stratford to Cheltenham
line near Honeybourne. The track and the
associated earthworks had been removed by
June 1942. The locomotives were therefore left
isolated, unable to run to the SMJR.
A visitor to the site on July 8, 1945, recorded:

“At the foot of the incline stood two ‘Terrier’
0-6-0Ts. On the left hand side of No. 674,
EHLR. 2 had been painted above the LBSCR
lettering in white paint, but no such lettering
was visible on No. 673.
“No. 673 was fitted with an extended

smokebox, while No. 674 still retained its
original shorter boiler. Most of the cab fittings
on both locos had been removed, with the
exception of the regulator handles, brake
levers, sanding and damper control levers.
The general condition of both locos was very
poor, being almost entirely covered with rust,
and it is certain that they will not be of any

further use except as scrap. The wagons are
mostly in a most dilapidated condition, one
or two being almost intact, but the remainder
broken up, with their sides and wheels spread
all around.”
The stock might well have been cut up early

in the war, but by 1943, the United States had
entered the war bringing in vast amounts of
military hardware across the Atlantic, so scrap
metal was then no longer at a premium.
However, Britain was left bankrupt after the

war ended, and scrap metal was again in high
demand. Scrap dealer James Friswell & Son
of Banbury cut up the locomotives during the
spring and summer of 1946.
Those real-life ghosts of Edge Hill finally

succumbed to the inevitable, and so ended
one of the shortest-lived standard gauge
railways anywhere.
It is often said in hindsight that this or that

railway line should never have been built, and
the Edge Hill Light Railway must be a prime
example, if not the definitive article.
Due to a sharp fall-off in patronage, the

SMJR had lost its passenger services by April 7,
1952. The South Wales ironstone traffic also
declined and the severe operational
constraints on the SMJR led to the diversion
of traffic to other routes in 1964.
The SMJR was closed on July 5, 1965, except

for the section between Burton Dassett
sidings and Fenny Compton, which remains
open to service the Ministry of Defence
establishment at Kineton, and now its bridge
over the River Avon at Stratford-upon-Avon
carries the town’s bypass – that in itself could
serve as an epitaph to the Stephens era.
*Archive pictures supplied by the Colonel

Stephens Railway Museum (CSRM),
Tenderten Town station, Kent & East Sussex
Railway.

Colonel Holman Fred
Stephens carved out
a unique career of
planning, building
and managing budget
railways to serve
towns, villages and
sparsely-populated
rural communities long
overlooked by the main
line companies, but at a
time when the curtain
was failing on Britain’s
great railway building age and road motor transport
emerged and began its ascendancy.
Using the provisions of the 1896 Light Railways

Act, this larger-than-life engineer drew up
schemes to construct rural lines ‘on the cheap’ with
minimalist stations and infrastructure, and evolved
an ‘empire’ of 17 light railways. However, innovative
as each of themwere, in the years that followed
they found themselves by and large losing a battle
to swim against the tide which was turning in
favour of cheaper and more versatile road transport
which hastened their demise and closure.
This new 132-page publication written by

Heritage Railway editor Robin Jones looks in detail at
all of the lines in Stephens’ portfolio, which included
the Kent & East Sussex, Ffestiniog, Welsh Highland
and East Kent railways which are still very much
with us today, albeit not for the purpose for which
they were constructed, but as tourist attractions
encapsutating the glories of times past.
➜ Order your copy of King of the Light Railways
price £7.99, including free delivery from
www.classicmagazines.co.uk or telephone
01507 529529, email info@classicmagazines.co.uk

KINGOFTHELIGHTRAILWAYS

Above: JohnBrenchleyby the trackon the summit in

June1922. CSRM

Right: The incline: designedbyColonel Stephens, it

was thebiggest featureof engineeringon theEdge

Hill LightRailway, as seen in1935. To the left are the

linesman’shutand the spur line to the locomotive

water reservoir.CSRM

Right: Thenorthern

endof theEdgehill

escarpmentat

KnowleEnd. The trees

to the immediate left

of thewhitehouse in

thedistancemark the

lineof theEdgeHill

LightRailway (EHLR)

which ranup to the

topof thehill via a

rope-powered1-in-6

inclineat thatpoint.

NIGELMYKURA*
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Walkers benefit from enhanced historical railway trail
FURTHERtothearticlebyGeoff

Courtney in lastmonth’s issueabout

theGrosmonttoGoathland linestation

ofBeckHole inNorthYorkshire, Iwould

like todrawattentiontotheworkthat

has recentlybeencarriedoutonthe

trackbedthat isnowapopular rail trail.

Theworkhasbeenundertakenby

theNorthYorkMoorsNationalPark

Authorityaspartof itsNationalLottery

HeritageFund-supportedLandof Iron

project,whichtells thestoryof the

area’s role in the industrialgrowth inthe

100years followingtheopeningof the

Whitby&PickeringRailway in1835-36.

Threehistorical former railwaybridges

betweenthesiteofBeckHolestation

andGrosmonthavebeenrenovated

toaveryhighstandard,withthework

includingrebuildingthestonework

usingstonesourcedfromaquarry

less thanthreemilesaway,andthe

installationofadditional rocktomitigate

erosion.

Thesiteof theEskValley ironstone

mine,whichwasadjacent tothe lineand

oneof thesourcesofgoodstraffic,has

beenclearedandtheadjacentpowder

storebuildingrestored.Furthermore,

newinformationboardshavebeen

installedtellingthetrail’smanywalkers

thehistoryof the lineand itsassociated

industries.

All thiswork,whichwascarried

outwithprotectivemeasures for the

importantwildlifehabitats in theriver

andwoodlandaroundthetrail,hasvastly

enhancedtheexperienceofwalking

alongthishistorical railway,whichwas

oneof the first toopen inYorkshire.

JohnBruce, chairman,

NYMRheritagecommittee,

Goathland,NorthYorkshire

Ready for theoff:

NorthEasternRailway

ClassBTP (BogieTank

Passenger) 0-4-4T

No.188,with

footplatecrew,station

staff andpassengers,

waits tohead its train

toWhitbyatBeckHole

inabout1910.The

stationwasopened in

1836, closed in1865,

andwas reopened

for summer traffic in

1908, finally closing

in1914. The former

trackbed formsa

popular rail trail, parts

ofwhichhave recently

been renovated.

TAMMYNAYLOR

COLLECTION

Above: Thedocksat Fowey, showing the turnplates and9ftwheelbase clay

wagonsbeingunloadedandshuntedbyhorses. ECLP

Right: VicMillington sendson itsway the lastBR train todepart from

Wadebridge station, aDMUcharity run, onDecember17, 1978.Hopefully

Wadebridgewill oneday see trainsagain, if the long-termaimsof theBodmin&

WenfordRailwaybear fruit.VICMILLINGTON COLLECTION

Bodmin project will relive great
days of Cornish clay trains
IWAS delighted to read the article

in issue 270 on theplans to set up a

heritage rake of china claywagons at

the Bodmin &Wenford Railway.

During the 1970s and 1980s, I

worked at St Blazey as a guard and

most of our freight diagrams involved

trips in the china clay area between

the clayworks and the Fowey

jetties, with the (875) dedicated

fleet.

What is a bit frustrating is that

modellersmay not be aware that

thesewagons had a 9ftwheelbase,

shorter than the standard 10ft, but this

is discernible only to the observant.

It was noted on their body sides.

The reason for this was that the

Fowey jetties had short turnplates

which all vehicles had to pass over,

fromearly days, to unload loose or

barrelled clay, by shunting horse, as

seen in the English Clays Lovering

Pochin picture opposite. I recall

these still in situ in the early 1970s.

Over the following years, amore

modern tipping arrangement from

the sidings transported the clay by

conveyor to the quay. A lot of white

airborne dust across the river and train

yard indicated that loadingwas taking

place.

Process
This tipping framewasagain replaced

fromtheearly 1980sbyamore

sophisticated tipper.Thisnecessitated

thewholeof the remaining875clay

wagons tobe turned in theopposite

way.Withevery train crewandavailable

locos, they shifted50wagonsat a

time toPlymouthLaira triangleon the

Saturdaybeforehand. I recallmaking

two trips.

Meanwhile, the St Blazey Class 08

pilot tripped three at a time to the loco

turntable, bless him!

As a trainman, themost noticeable

sign of the shorterwheelbase of

thewagonswas thatwhen empty,

runningdown thebank fromPinnock

Tunnel towards Par, andpushing all

theirweight forwards, it tended to

cause them towaltz a bit, especially

thosewithworn journals. I lived on

this bank: ParDowndistant signal by

night shone its amber aspect on the

bedroomwall!
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I REFER to the editor’sOpinion

comment in issue272, regarding the

threat to supplies of steamcoal to

theUK’s heritage railways. It hasbeen

suggestedbefore that onepossible

solution to the coal problemwouldbe

to investigate thepossibility of oil firing.

I appreciate that thiswouldbe

somewhatdifferent to the traditional

mediumof coal, and for somewould

slightly dampen the romance, but

surely this is better thannothaving

heritage steamat all.

Secondly, Iwould like topass onmy

commendation andencouragement to

the teenagevolunteers on theKeighley

&WorthValley Railway, as highlighted

in Sally Clifford’s articleWorthGetting

Involved, in the same issue. I hope they

will encourageother youngpeople

tobecome involved in the railway

preservationmovement to ensure it

continues for futuregenerations.

MichaelHughes,

Grangetown,Cardiff

Is it time to
look again at
oil firing?

LSWRBeattie2-4-0well tankNo. 30587headsa short claywagonworkingalong theWenfordbranch,which served the china claydries atWenfordbridge, ina

paintingbyVicMillington.Vic recalled: “Bill Richards, anex-Southernman fromWadebridge,was the travelling shunter for the last fewyearsof the line,which

closed in1983.Heoftenmentioned ‘theoldmanof thewoods’whowouldappear inautumn, asking ‘how longbeforeChristmas.’ I regularlyworkedasadriveron

the line, and in later years, if thedriveron the returnworkingsused thehorn for the crossinggenerously,wewereoftenmetby thewaterbailiff’swifewaiting for

usatHellandcrossingwithabagofhot yeastbuns straightoutof theRaeburn!”Nowpartof theNationalCollection,No. 30587, oneof twosurvivorsof the class, is

basedat theBodmin&WenfordRailway.

Modellers please note that it was

only in their last few years they these

wagons became known as‘clay

hoods.’Theywere previously sheeted

by a tough standard pale blue plastic

sheetwith orange sheet tie.

During a shower, thewaterwould

collect in the corners: bewarewhen

shunting – you could get plastered

with claywater! Domestic authorities

would complainwhen you got home

– the replywas that it was“clean dirt”!

Steamhadby then long since gone!

Modellers also note that if you are

running a‘preserved line’, you are the

manager. If only your Flying Scotsman

is available, hitch it up to your clay

wagons – BRwould have done.

Art
Issue 146, which appeared in January

2011 carried an article byGeoff

Courtney aboutme,‘Artistry from

a career railwayman.’ I constantly

paint, and amcurrently doing an

illustrated history of the Leicester &

Swannington Railway.

It was nice to see in issue 270 Robert

Stephenson’s lifting bridge, which

was built for that railway, getting a

mention. It has beenmoved to the

Great Central Railway’sMountsorrel

branch terminus and Leicester City

Council, Leicestershire Industrial

History Society and theMountsorrel

and Rothley Community Heritage

Centre have announced a new

project to restore it. The bridgewas

previously on display at Snibston

Discovery Park at Coalvillewhich

closed in 2016.

My father introducedme to it

in 1948 andmy family has been

associatedwith it for several

generations. I was delighted to read

that“its future at last seems secure.”

VicMillington,

Stamford, Lincolnshire

What was the fate of this abandoned
locomotive in Northamptonshire?
ITWAS in the1970s that I discovered

long-distancechallengewalksof

anythingupwardsof 20miles.

They tookme tomanyquitedistant

partsof the countryuntil 2007when,

following somehealthproblems, they

had tobediscontinued.

Itwasa surprise to seewhilewalking

inNorthamptonshire in1996an

apparently abandonedsaddle tank

ina fieldatHardwickLodges, near

Wellingboroughwithnoobvious

connection toanearby railway.

Is it possible that aHeritageRailway

reader can identify this locomotive?

Perhaps it hasnowsuccumbed to rust

andvegetation,buthopefully it is now

restored to runningorderor in aqueue

asa futureproject.

RonShackell,

Govilon,Gwent

The rustingkit ofpartsof an0-4-0STwhich thewriter spottednearWellingborough in1996. RON SHACKELL
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Stunningmountain scenerygreetedparticipantson that1983 steam

photographic charter in Eritrea featuringaMallet 0-4-4-0.WESLEY PAXTON

Heritage steam inEritrea37years agoheldout thepromiseof somuchwhichhas

yet tobedelivered.WESLEY PAXTON

I ENJOYEDthearticleoncharters in issue

271, andwas remindedthat Iwasonthe

firstphotographiccharter inEritreaon

its rebuildinguptoAsmara inNovember

2003. Sadly, and tomysurprise, I have

read littleof the railwaysince then.

As I recall, itwaswanted to

supplement the road fromtheport

ofMassawaas itwasalreadybeing

over-usedbyHGVs. I canonlyassume

the loadinggauge is tall enough for

carryingcontainersonwellwagons,but

thenarrowgaugeof95cmmaybea

challenge.Wedidnot seeany revenue

trains in theentireweekwewere there,

whichwasanother surprise.

Eritrea since2003hasbeen in the

news for all thewrong reasons.The

mountain scenery isdramatic, and

witha railwayaswell, theyought to

havebeen importing touristsby the

planeload. Instead, it hasbeenexporting

refugeesby theboatload, someof

whichget as far as theEnglishChannel.

Thearea is again in thenewsalso

for thewrong reason, this time its

neighbourTigray, alsoatwarwith

Ethiopia. Itwasonly around the turn

of themillenniumthat theendof

Eritrea’sdecades-longwarwithEthiopia,

whichannexed it in1952,despite local

objections, that the railwaywas rebuilt,

butonly as far asAsmara.The restgoing

downhill towardsSudan, formerly

endingatBiscia, is still abandoned.

History
Whilemostof theHornofAfrica,

includingEritreawas colonisedby Italy,

France, andBritain, Ethiopia/Abyssinia

was theonly countryon thecontinent

not colonisedbyEuropeannations.

It hashada somewhat chequered

history formostof the last 100years,

and still hada slaveeconomy in1935

whenMussolini invaded it over aborder

dispute.Mussolini lost, butborder

disputeshavecontinuedonandoff and

indifferent locations since.

Theemperorwasdeposed ina

communist coupand then therewas

famine.Older readersmay recall Bob

Geldof andBandAid in1984.

Theother railway inEthiopiawas

built by theFrench fromAddisAbaba

downto thecoast atDjibouti, then

inFrenchSomaliland.Despite its

avoidanceof Europeancolonialism

in the19thcentury, it hasembraced

Chinese colonialism in the21st, by

allowing themtobuild another railway

fromAddisdowntoDjibouti inwhat

Beechingwouldhavecalled‘wasteful

duplication’as it largely follows the route

of theoriginal line.

Gaugeconfusionwascreated, as the

Frenchbuilt tometregauge, and the

newone is standard.Onehopes this

will haveamoreprosperousexistence

thanChina’sotherquasi-imperial railway

venture, theTanzam.

Type
Elsewhere,NigelGresley’sV4was

mentionedat theendof theP2‘Greatest

Achievement’feature in issue272,

noting that“all twoof theclass”were

scrappedasearly as1957.

I have formedanopinionThompson

didnot rateall ofhispredecessor’swork.

Could thisbewhy therewereonly two

V4s, and thenno less than409B1s? Is

this anuncharitable view?

Ihaveneverhadexplained thevirtues

of a4-6-0vsa2-6-2, or viceversa, noting

theV2hasbeencalled‘the locomotive

thatwon theSecondWorldWar’–

despite therebeingonly184of them.

Obviously, theGWRandStanier liked

the4-6-0, but theprairiewasmuchused

for tankengines.

WesleyPaxton,email

Bessie was a real winner for me
IWASverypleased to read the

informationandsee thephotographof

Bessie Joneson theFfestiniogRailway

in issue275.

She soldmeour tickets and aguide

bookwhen Imademy first journey on

the railway fromTan-y-Bwlch station in

1959. Her courtesy and the sight of the

grass-hidden 2ft gauge tracks heading

off through a cuttingwas the spark

formy interest in railways.

This interesthas stayedwithme

ever sinceand Imademycareer in the

railway industry as a result.

So I havea lot to thankher for and it’s

amazing to think that shebeganher

activitieswhenColonel Stephenswas

in charge.

TrevorGriffin,

Belper,Derbyshire

Wearingher

traditional

Welsh

costume,

Bessie Jones

greets the

driverof

doubleFairlie

MerddinEmrys

atTan-y-Bwlch

inaThirties

view. FR

ARCHIVES

I ENJOYED readingPeteKelly’s

informativearticle‘Warhorsesof steam’

in issue275.However, it looks likehe

wasabit rushed takinghispicturesof

themodel locomotiveas the tenderof

theDeangoods isderailed in thepicture

at the top (middle)ofpage74.

Likewise thepicturesof the tender

of theROD2-8-0 (at thebottomof the

samepage)where the tender is also

derailed.

I’d like to chip in thisphotographby

AJBDoddof a coupleofWDAusterities

(oneofwhich is alsoderailed!) at

Granville colliery inShropshire.

Phill Timmins, emailed

Derailed Austerities big and small
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German model shunter
named after Major Poyntz
WITHREGARD to theobituary for the

lateMajor JohnPoyntz in issue274, he

was, as thearticle suggests a complete

enthusiast for all aspectsof railways.

For example, ononeoccasion the

nightbeforeaplanned inspectionhe

rangmeupandasked if itwouldputme

out to collecthim fromKemble station

rather thanSwindonmain station.He

toldmehehadheard that the station

wasattractiveandwould like to take

somephotographs.Heduly arrivedand

took thepictureshewasafterbefore

joiningme inmycar.

I then informedhim Ihadapresent for

him–atwhichhe laughedandsaid:“I

hope this is not abribeyoungman.”

Actually,wewerenearly the sameage.

I saidno,but I had foundhimsomething

special.

The specialistGermanmodel

manufacturerTilligModellbahnenhad

producedaV360-6-0diesel shunter

withhisnameonaplate, including

theBritishArmybadge.Clearly, the

powers thatbe inGermanymusthave

appreciatedhimasmuchaswedid!

He saidhehadneverhadanything like

thisbeforeand thankedmeprofusely.

Talkingover technical issues,we spent

agoodandproductiveday, leaving

meonlya small list of jobs to complete

beforedroppinghimbackat the station.

Hewasaverydecentmanandan

asset toall of us. I certainlywill not forget

him.

Thankyou John for everything.

CliveThompson,

retiredpermanentwaymanager,

Wroghton,Swindon.

Themodelof adiesel carrying thename

of JohnPoyntz. TILLIGMODELLBAHNEN

IAINHarris isquite right todrawattention

totheneedforcapital spendingon

heritagerailways (Platformissue272).

Anormalbusinesswill setasideprofits

for spendingbymakingprovisionfor

depreciation.Thismustcomebefore

distributingadividendtoshareholders.

Myunderstanding is thatmost linescan

cover theirday-to-dayspendingfrom

fares income,but there isnotenough

profit toprovide for renewals.

There isenoughenthusiast interest to

pay forsteamenginerepairs,butone

doeswonderabout the longer termas

thetrainspottinggenerationpassesaway

andthenumberof legaciesdeclines.

Moredifficultarepermanentway

renewalsandcarriagerepair.

Onecould laya60ftpanelofbullhead

trackonaplinth. It couldbearguedthat

this is sufficient forhistoricalpurposes.

General renewalofbullheadtrack

isexpensive,but Iwould like tosee

theHeritageRailwayAssociationdo

somethingaboutsuppliesofbullheadrail

while it is still available.Astockpilewith

Government fundingwouldbeneeded.

Itwouldbeuseful toknowmore

about theavailabilityof second-hand

trackcomponents. Inparticular, there is

aconcretesleepercalledtheF10which

canbeusedforbothbullheadandflat

bottomrail as ithasa flat top.

Myconcern is that therewillbea

lackofcashtokeepupwithrenewals

andthatserviceswillhavetobe

discontinued. I recall thisdidhappento

theNorthamptonshire IronstoneRailway

Trust.As Iunderstand it, thishada lot

todowiththeclosureof theCounty

Donegal railway in1960. I suspect itwas

alsoan important factorwiththeResa

uBreton, theMidland&GreatNorthern

andtheSomerset&Dorset.Nodoubt

theOfficeofRail andRoadwill keepa

benevolenteyeonthesituation.

Theremustbeapropersystemof track

inspectionbut Idoubt if there really isa

needforamodernsystemofpaperwork

orcomputer records.

PaulGibbons,

Alfreton,Derbyshire

Howwill future generations
fund heritage trackwork?

ImprovedPrecedentNo. 7902-4-0Hardwicke is seenondisplay inside the

Locomotionmuseum inShildon.Overhauled in1976, itworkedmain line

excursions, oneofwhichwasdouble-headedwithA3PacificNo. 4472Flying

Scotsman. It alsomadea special runon theSettle toCarlisle line, double-heading

withMidlandcompound4-4-0No. 1000.

Hardwicke in model form
I’VE JUST received the latest editionof

HeritageRailway (No. 275), and it is as

splendidas always.Thankyou toRobin

Jones,GarethEvansand the teamfor

keepingusall amusedduring these

trying times.

I always look forward to reading the

modellingnews section, although Ihave

nowretired fromthe trade.

I sawwith interest that there is tobe

a ready-to-runmodelof the famous

ImprovedPrecedentNo. 7902-4-0

Hardwicke inOO-gauge.Nearly 50years

ago Ibid for amodelof this engine in

4mmscale, but the reserveof £125was

toohigh for anyoneat that time.Anew

TriangHornbyPacificwouldbearound

£3.50 to showhowhigh that reserve

was!

Justbefore thatChristmas, theengine

reappeared ina saleofmodels at the

sameauctionhouse, inKensington I

think,withno reserve.Theweatherwas

appalling somostbuyers stayedaway

and Ibought themodel for £20!

Itwasbuilt byBernardMiller for the

Philo layout, illustratedover two issues

of theRailwayModeller in about1959.

Mymemory is vague. It is very rareas

Millermainlybuilt in7mmscale.The

engine is scratchbuilt, including the

wheels andhasa sevenpoleReidpath

motor.

A fewyears later, Iwasofferedanother

scratchbuilt 4mmscaleHardwicke, this

timebuilt byKenKeyser and illustrated

as the frontispieceof theModelRailway

News, 1952possibly. It is a superbmodel

with full rivetdetail but commercial

wheels.

Peter JonathanHunt,

email

IWOULD like tostartbythanking
youforyourvery interestingarticle
onthe‘protective laying-up’of
Tornado (issue268)duringthe
Covid-19pandemic.
I certainlydonotwant tobe

appearingto‘teachmygrandmother
tosuckeggs’but I thought that I
hadtomentiontheuseofnitrogen
toavoidanydamp-typecorrosion
(rusting) to the insideofanynon-s/s
vesselwhile instatic storage.
Ihavebeenworkingwith

reasonablyhighpressuresteam
(250-350psi) formanyyears– this
hasbeenwith industrialapplications
andsadlynotsteamengines.
However, the issueof routine
maintenancewithsteamboilersand
condensate returntankshasalways
beenpartof the job.

Wheneverwehaveapieceofkit
that iswatertight,wealwaystry to
fill thevesselwithnitrogengas to
removeanychanceof lingeringor
accumulatingmoisturecollecting
and leadingtocorrosion insidethe
vessel.This isespecially important
totheareasof theequipment that it
isnotpossible toview,suchas tanks
andplumbing.
Nitrogen isnotexpensiveand is

veryeasytopurchase, storeand
usesince it isnormallyhandled in
highpressure steel‘bottles’(like
oxyacetylene sets).
Anyway, I hopeyoudonotmind

my‘stickingmynose in’.
Please thankeveryone for your

superbHeritageRailwaymagazine.
JohnNeate,

Biddulph,Staffordshire.

Nitrogenhelps kill corrosion

THANKyou forpublishing thearticleon

the IngatestoneGatekeeper’sCottage in

issue275,whichhasgenerated interest

in theproject.

TheGreat EasternRailwaySocietyhas

askedmetocorrect the captioncredit to

theblackandwhitephotograph,which

shouldhave read“Copyright:Great

EasternRailwaySociety, (Windwood

Collection1604) andpublishedhere

with their permission.”

DavidBateman,email

Ingatestone

gatehouse

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!
GREAT RATES
SEE PAGE 30
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LOCOMOTIVE FOCUS

THE STEAM ENGINES
OFWARTIME EUROPE
The UK and Germany planned the construction of new steam engines during the late
Thirties to haul supplies for a war that was seen as inevitable. The history of these heavy
freight locomotives is explored by Philip Horton in his new fully-illustrated 144 page
hardback The Steam Engines of World War II in Europe, published by Silver Link.

By the late 1930s, a second war in Europe
was becoming inevitable. Preparations
in both Germany and Britain included

the construction of new steam locomotives.
Initially both countries adapted an existing
heavy freight design for their chief war
engines. In Germany, this was the Deutsche
Reichsbahn Gesellschaft (DRG) Class 50 2-10-
0 and in Britain, the LMS Stanier 8F 2-8-0.
Large numbers of them were soon being

produced for military use in Europe. Both
classes were to evolve into ‘Austerity’ engines,
built from 1942 using the minimum amount
of materials and labour.
However, the war did not progress as

expected by either side. Following the
evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force
from Dunkirk in May/June 1940, the 8Fs were
not needed in Europe and were instead loaned
to the ‘Big Four’ railway companies, numbered
in the LMS 8F sequence.
Although no 8Fs went straight from Britain

to Europe, several War Department (WD)
engines did and were captured and used by the
Nazis. These included eight LMS ‘Jinty’ tanks,
five of which were returned to the LMS/BR
after the war. The 8Fs were later reclaimed by
the WD, renumbered and sent to the Middle
East. In all, 258 8Fs were used by the WD
during the conflict.

TheGermanAusterities
After its defeat in the Battle of Britain in
September 1940, the following June Germany
instead invaded the USSR in Operation
Barbarossa. A critical shortage of motive

power led to Hitler demanding 15,000 new
steam locomotives within a year.
A series of ‘Austerity’ engines were
designed accordingly.
Initially the DRG’s Class 86 2-8-2T and

Class 44 and Class 50 2-10-0s were selected
as ‘transitional war locomotives’ or
‘Übergangskriegslokomotiven’. Non-essential
features such as pre-heaters, feed pumps and
smoke deflectors were omitted, while the
usual spoked leading wheels were replaced by
disc ones.
The next stage comprised the even more

radically-simplified ‘War Steam Locomotives’
or ‘Kriegsdampflokomotiven’ (KDL). The
Class 50s were further simplified to create the
Class 52 Kriegsloks, classified ‘KDL1’. Despite
the War, this was reported in The Railway
Magazine a year later in August 1943. The
KDL1s were soon followed by the Class 42
(KDL3), a simplified version of the Class 44
2-10-0. Although 3000 engines were planned,
only some 930 were built from 1943. The last
of them, ordered from Floridsdorf in Vienna,
were not built until 1949. These engines were
to work in Austria, Bulgaria and Luxemburg.
In all, 13 classes of KDL engines were

planned, although not all were built. Several
narrow gauge designs were involved, including
the KDL 11 0-8-0Ts built in Belgium for the
German and Austrian 750mm& 760mm
gauge networks. Ultimately, around 13,000
KDL engines were built, although the last were
not delivered until 1949.
The locomotives were constructed in

factories throughout occupied Europe, from

France in the west to Poland in the east,
many using slave labour. In Germany the
engines were operated as part of the DRG
and were numbered consecutively with its
existing locomotives.

The Allied Austerities
Anticipating the arrival of the Americans
and the invasion of Europe, the first British
‘Austerities’ were designed and delivered from
1943. TheWD chose a Hunslet 0-6-0ST design
for its ‘Austerity’ shunter, 377 of which were
built between 1943 and 1947 by a number of
British manufacturers. Next came 935WD
‘Austerity’ 2-8-0s, built by North British
and Vulcan Foundry, simplified versions of
the Stanier 8F. These were followed by 150
enlarged versions all built by NB: the WD
2-10-0s. Pending the D-Day June 6, 1944
invasion, these engines were used at home. The
0-6-0STs were used at the Longmoor Military
Railway and other WD facilities along with
ports, coal mines and other industries.
Like the earlier Stanier 8Fs, both 2-8-0s and

2-10-0s were initially lent to the ‘Big Four’
companies, although the 2-10-0s, the first to be
built in numbers for home use, were at initially
regarded with some suspicion.
During this period CreweWorks continued

to produce Stanier 8Fs for the LMS. In
addition, 388 more 8Fs were ordered by the
Ministry of Supply for home use from ‘Big
Four’ workshops. The Southern Railway also
built 40 Q1 ‘Austerity’ 0-6-0 heavy freight
locomotives for its own use, while the LNER
introduced Thompson’s B1 4-6-0s.
The USA entered the war in December 1941

and the Unites States Army Transport Corps
(USATC) S100 0-6-0Ts and S160 2-8-0 freight
engines were soon arriving on our shores in
large numbers, both classes built to the British
loading gauge.
The first of the Class S100s were used

and modified by the WD at Longmoor and
were also used at both military and civilian
facilities. The S160s went on loan to the ‘Big
Four’ with many later concentrated on the
GWR. Later arrivals of both classes were
stored in SouthWales.
As D-Day approached, all five classes were

returned to the WD and USATC and were
made ready for shipment to Europe. Once
there, the first of the engines quickly entered
service, some following the advancing Allied
armies into Germany itself. Later arrivals
were either loaned to the French SNCF, the

InMarch1990,Polandwas still usingwar locomotiveson themountainous line fromChabowka toNowySacz,

includingNo. Ty2-632 (ex-GermanNo. 52.6027), seenbeing turnedatNowySaczonMarch13, 1990,with five

furtherKriegsloksonshed. Itwaswithdrawn in July1991.
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Belgian SNCB, the Dutch NS or were stored.
As the war progressed and fewer engines were
needed, these stores grew rapidly in size.
Meanwhile, other Allied war engines were

arriving in Southern Europe, either from the
Middle East, or direct from the USA. These
included many S100s and S160s. Some later
went to Greece and Italy and remained there
to be used on their national railways. Sixteen
WD 2-10-0s also went to Greece, while 15
Stanier 8Fs became Italian Railways (FS) Class
737. Many other engines remained in the
Middle East.
At the end of 1959, 25 of the 348 S160s in

Italy went to Greece where they joined those
already working there.

Postwar distribution
In Europe only the Dutch NS retained all three
classes of British war engine after 1945, while
all others in North West Europe returned to
the UK. Of these, 75 0-6-STs, 733 WD 2-8-0s
and 25WD 2-10-0s later worked for BR, along
with 42 Stanier 8Fs which returned from the
Middle East.
The last of these, BR Nos. 48773, 48774

and 48775, did not arrive until 1957. All
were allocated to Polmadie shed in Glasgow,
but in July 1968 Nos. 48773 and 48775 went
south to Rose Grove and Lostock Hall sheds
respectively. Here they worked to the end of
BR steam a month later. The last 2-10-0 had
been withdrawn in January 1962, while the
last of 2-8-0s were not withdrawn until end
of 1967.
After the war a handful of S100s remained

in France, Holland and Belgium, but from
December 1945 most of the stored USATC
engines were distributed to countries in
Eastern Europe under the auspices of the UN
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration
(UNRRA). These included Austria, Poland,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.
Apart from Austria, all these countries were
soon under the control of the USSR behind the
Iron Curtain.
At the end of the war, 42 S100s which

had remained in Britain for use by the
WD were stored at Newbury: 12 were
purchased by the Southern Railway for use
in Southampton Docks, becoming BR USA
Class Nos. 30061-73. At the docks they joined
what became BR No. 30074 which was already
there on loan. The others were selected by
UNRRA for distribution in eastern Europe,
mainly Yugoslavia.
Those USATC engines sent to eastern

Europe found themselves in the company of
thousands of German Kriegsloks. Although
many had been either damaged during the war
or were taken to the USSR via its Ministry of
Transportation as ‘war trophies’, numerous
examples remained in East andWest
Germany, Austria and elsewhere.
Once the USSR had established its Warsaw

Pact group of allies, it began returning some
of the engines, particularly the Kriegsloks, and
so by the early 1950s the ‘war engines’ of both
sides were forming a significant part of the
motive power of Europe’s state railways and
industries. These included Britain’s Stanier
andWD 2-8-0s, along with the WD 2-10-0s
and both Hunslet and S100s. Hunslet saddle
tanks were widely used in industry, especially
by the NCB, and were built until 1964.
They also continued in use by the Ministry
of Defence.
The ex-WD and USATC engines in North

West Europe were soon withdrawn, although
a handful of Hunslet and S100s remained in
industrial use. SNCF used both ex-DRG Class
52s and 44s, many of which had been built in
France. The 52s were soon withdrawn and the
44s sold to Turkey, which had been neutral
during the war and received engines from
both sides: Stanier 8Fs, Class S160s and Class
52s, all of which were used into the 1980s. The
WD 2-10-0s and S100s and S160s also lasted
into the Eighties.
Overall, the most widespread engines were

the Class 52s, which in the 1950s could be
found in use in Belgium, Luxemburg, Norway
and Austria plus all the countries of the
Warsaw Pact, including the USSR. The S160s
were also widely distributed through Eastern
Europe where they could be found working
alongside them.
With the exception of Austria, where they

lasted into the 1970s, the railways of the West
rid themselves of Kriegsloks during the 1960s,
but in the East they lasted up to three decades
longer. In East Germany, 200 were totally
rebuilt and equipped with new welded boilers,
becoming Class 52.80, while 208 Class 50s
were similarly treated, becoming Class 50.35.
Both classes remained at work until the

late 1980s, after which many were retained
in working order until the East German
Deutsche Reichsbahn was absorbed by the
West German Deutsche Bundesbahn to
became today’s Deutsche Bahn.
In Poland the unrebuilt class could be seen

working service trains into the 1990s, while a
handful were still at work around Bosnian coal
mines until at least 2019.

Preservation
Many preserved examples can now be found
working on the heritage railways of Britain
and Europe. The fact that examples of all five
classes of engine built for the WD/USATC are
preserved in Britain is only possible because
they were retained longer by other state
railways.
One notable BR engine preserved by the

Stanier 8F Society is 8F No. 48773, a Severn
Valley Railway resident now displayed in the
Engine House Museum at Highley as The
Royal Engineers Memorial Locomotive.
Several 8Fs ordered by the Ministry of

Supply for home use are also preserved in
Britain, but all of the country’s WD 2-8-0s and
2-10-0s were scrapped after withdrawal. The
only surviving 2-8-0, WDNo. 9257, worked in
The Netherlands and was then sold to Sweden
where later it was retained as part of their
strategic reserve. It was brought back to the
UK and, after receiving a new tender, is now
on the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway as BR
No. 90733.
TwoWD 2-10-0s stored in Greece have also

returned home. No. 3652, has been restored as
BR No. 90775 on the North Norfolk Railway,
named the Royal Norfolk Regiment, while the
other, WD No. 3672, is based on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway and named Dame
Vera Lynn.
Three ex-KDL engines have also been

preserved in the UK, including ex-Norwegian
Railways No. 5865 (ex-DRG No. 52.5865) at
Bressingham and ex-Polish Ty2.7173 (ex-DRG
No. 52.7173) on the Nene Valley Railway. The
latter was initially taken to the USSR, but was
later returned to Poland for industrial use. It
was the only Kriegslok to work on a British
heritage railway but is now in Belgium.

Finally, the Welshpool & Llanfair’s 760mm
gauge ex-Austrian Salzkammergut-Lokalbahn
No. 699.01, now named Sir Drefaldwyn, is
an example of a KDL11, which were built by
Franco-Belge for the German Army in 1944.
In all, nine of these have been preserved.
As already mentioned most countries

in North West Europe disposed of their
Kriegloks during the 1960s, before their
heritage railways had become established.
Eastern Europe has in effect provided a giant
‘Barry scrapyard’ for the heritage railways of
the West.
The purchase of these engines

for preservation started before the
end of communism and increased
substantially afterwards.
Communist countries themselves were also

responsible for the preservation of many locos.
While most were plinthed as static exhibits,
others were returned to steam and used on
special workings. The countries involved
included Poland, which also established a
number of museum depots, the best known of
which is at Wolsztyn, Romania, Bulgaria along
with the some countries of the former USSR,
Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia. Sadly, even
before Covid-19, the economic situation in
these countries had resulted in some of these
initiatives being abandoned, yet the number of
war engines preserved in Europe still remains
enormous.

TheSteamEnginesofWorldWar II In Europe,by

PhilipHorton is available toorder for £40 from

www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

The firstUSATC tobebroughtback toBritain,

fromPoland, in themid-1970swas2-8-0No.5820.

Restoredon theKeighley&WorthValleyRailway, it

is seenmakinga spiriteddeparture fromKeighleyon

October11, 2014. STEVE FROST



CONTINUING
SEVEN DECADES OF

The Narrow Gauge RailwayMuseum at
Tywyn is expanding with the acquisition
of rare H C Casserley images and, Covid-19
permitting, new displays, says Robin Jones.

SEVERAL hundred negatives from the
collection of the late renowned railway
photographer Henry Cyril (H C)

Casserley have been added to the award-
winning Narrow Gauge Railway Museum’s
archive at Tywyn.
The negatives of views taken by H C

Casserley and his son Richard were purchased
with the help of a ‘generous’ donation given
to the museum for this specific purpose, and
are currently being digitised to ensure their
ongoing preservation.
Among the highlights of the acquired

negatives are images of the Isle of Man in 1933
and 1950, the 2ft 3in gauge Campbeltown
&Machrihanish Light Railway in 1930, the
Corris Railway in 1948, the Eastwell and
Waltham Ironstone Company in 1958 and the
Snowdon Mountain Railway, including some
fine shots taken in 1953.
Henry, who was born in Clapham on

June 12, 1903, was the son of Post Office
official Edward Casserley, who built a model
railway in his loft. He married Sarah Turton
in 1931 and lived beside the railway near
Bromley South station. His first camera
was a Kodak No.2 folding Brownie with f/8
Rapid rectilinear lens acquired in 1919, the
year when he began contributing articles
on railway and travel subjects. He became
widely known for supplying photographs to
The Railway Magazine and enthusiast society
journals. His son Richard, born in the mid-
Thirties, shared his interest in photography

and became custodian of his collection.
Henry retired from his day job at the

Prudential in 1964 and devoted his time to
writing and photography, producing around
20 albums for railway publishers. He died on
December 16, 1991.

Winner
The museum at the Talyllyn Railway’s Wharf
station, as reported last issue, has been
awarded the Heritage Railway Association’s
Interpretation Award 2021 (sponsored by
Heritage Railwaymagazine) for “seven
decades of excellence in showcasing the rich
variety of narrow gauge railway heritage.” It
is currently closed because of the pandemic
lockdown, which has precluded many regular
volunteers from working, but has used recent
grant aid to recruit two museum assistants
to enable it to reopen when Government
restrictions are eased.
The museum collection aims to feature

as many aspects of narrow-gauge railways
as possible, not just the popular large
exhibits, but also documents, tickets and
photographs. The assistants have busy
sorting, cataloguing and digitising donated
items and recent acquisitions, including the
Casserley negatives.
The recent closure has encouraged more

use of social media to highlight items in the
collection. To supplement its Facebook page,
the assistants have recently started a Twitter
feed and a YouTube video channel. Together,

these provide an insight into individual items
as well as regular news updates while the
museum remains closed.
As with all other heritage venues, the

difficulties of last year have continued
into the uncertainties of 2021. When will
holidaymakers be able to return to the area
and the Talyllyn Railway, which is due to
celebrate the 70th anniversary of its takeover
by volunteers in May, be able to restart trains?
Will the volunteers on whom the museum
depends be able to travel to Tywyn and work
without restriction?
Temporary exhibitions focusing on

particular topics in narrow gauge or local
history have been a popular feature at the
museum, and the programme is planned to
continue in 2021, marking two centenaries.
The first is the centenary of the Abermule

disaster of January 26, 1921, when two
passenger trains – an Aberystwyth-
Manchester express and a stopping service
fromWhitchurch – collided head-on,
leaving 17 people dead. The crash arose from
misunderstandings between staff which
effectively over-rode the safe operation of
the Electric Train Tablet system protecting
the single line. A train departed carrying
the wrong tablet for the section it was
entering and collided with a train coming the
other way.
The display will include a description of

how single line operations on the Talyllyn
are controlled, a profile of guard Edward, p g p y g p g

TheBaronetwasoriginallyownedby theCranford IronstoneCompany, and sold

to theWaltham IronOreTramway inLeicestershire in1935. It is thought tobe

standingoutofuseat the southernendof the line,which closed in1958andwas

liftedayear later. Corpet0-6-0TNo. 493of1888Cambrai, nowpartof theNarrow

GaugeRailwayMuseumcollectionandon loan to the IrchesterNarrowGauge

RailwayMuseumnearWellingborough,workedon the same line.HC CASSERLEY

CorrisRailwayHughes0-4-2STNo. 3 is seenatMachynllethonAugust 23, 1948.

The locomotivewas stored thereafter the line closed that yearuntil itwas sold in

1951 to theTalyllynRailway,where itwasnamedSirHaydn.HC CASSERLEY

Built byBeyerPeacock in1887, 18ingauge0-4-0STWrenworkedon the internal

rail systemat theLancashire&YorkshireRailway’sHorwichWorksuntil 1962.

The strongboxon the tenderwasused todeliverwagepackets around theworks.

Thepicturewas takenonAugust9, 1953.Wrenhasbeendisplayed in thepublic

entrance lobbyat theNationalRailwayMuseum inYork formanyyears.

EXCELLENCE
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Shone, who was among those who died,
Cambrian Railways 4-4-0s which hauled the
express, pictures of Abermule station over the
decades, and details of the modern European
Rail Traffic Management System (ERTMS)
signalling that controls today’s trains on the
Cambrian line, its first application in Britain.

Displays
The second centenary celebrates the
Talyllyn’s former Corris Railway 0-4-2ST
No. 4 Edward Thomas (Kerr, Stuart No. 4047
of 1921). The display will also include a brief
history of the Kerr, Stuart company and
profile a selection of other (mainly) narrow
gauge locomotives built by the Stoke-
on-Trent manufacturer.
Both displays will include some writings

by author Tom Rolt, a pivotal figure in the
volunteer takeover of the Talyllyn in 1951, by
kind permission of his son Tim.
The museum is also working on an

oral history project. The generation that
pioneered railway preservation is now passing
away, and the museum has placed importance
on capturing the memories and experiences
of volunteers to create a permanent record.
The many restrictions in 2020 slowed down
the project start-up, but with a combination
of remote interviewing techniques and, it
is hoped, fewer restrictions on face to face
contact, it will be making up lost ground
in 2021.
Visitors to the museum in 2021 will notice

some changes. Most strikingly, a large glass
panel by the fire exit onto Neptune Road

Asouthbound trainof emptyquarrywagons

heading fromPorthPenrhynon thePenrhynRailway

inAugust1952.

will open up a new view into the museum,
showcasing Beyer Peacock 0-4-0ST No. 2817
of 1887 Dot in all its elegant glory, lit-up at
night to make an eye-catching advertisement
for the museum.
After being stood down for part of 2020,

the volunteer working parties are busy again
behind the scenes, and intend to make a real
difference to the visitor experience.
A new locomotive headboard display is

going up, and the small exhibit display
cabinets are being reorganised so that each
has either a geographic or subject focus.
There will be some rearranging of smaller
items to allow recent additions to the
collection to be displayed.
Historic wagons are an important part of

the collection, mostly on display in Wharf
station yard and some are also available for
use on Talyllyn photographic charter trains.
Keeping these wagons in top condition

is a constant battle with the weather (and
more recently with social distancing
regulations). This year the museum plans
to reassemble the covered wagon, No. 146,
and do preventive maintenance on No. 117,
the incline wagon (from the Abergynolwyn
village incline), and the Corris Railway
Mail Waggon.
Museum trustees look forward to

welcoming many readers to the museum in
2021; up-to-date details of opening and access
arrangements will be displayed at https://
narrowgaugerailwaymuseum.org.uk/
➜ All H C Casserley pictures courtesy of the
Narrow Gauge Railway Museum Trust.

Asouthbound trainof emptyquarrywagons

SnowdonMountainRailway0-4-2TNo. 3Wyddfa is

seennearClogwynclimbing towards the summiton

August 14, 1953.HC CASSERLEY

AnAndrewBarclay0-6-2TheadsaCampbeltownandMachrihanishpassenger train inKintyre in1930.Only threeotherpassenger-carrying lines in theBritish Isles

operatedon2ft 3ingauge, all of them inWales – theCorris Railway, the short-livedPlynlimonandHafanTramwayand theTalyllynRailway.Opening inAugust1906,

the linewasan immediate success, attracting10,000passengers in its first threeweeksofoperationand replacing thehorse-drawn tourist charabanc traffic in

Campbeltown. Likemanyothershowever, the railway fell victim to competition frommotorbusesandclosed inMay1934.
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www.railwayretreats.co.uk
Tel: 01797 253850

Email: bookings@railwayretreats.co.uk

MK1 Plum& Custard
• Sleeps 6 • Two double bedrooms • Bunk bedroom • Family bathroom
• En-suite bathroom • Open plan lounge and dining area
• Full kitchen with everything you need
The carriage also offers you the best view of the station, surrounding
countryside and golden sunsets from the elevated glass balcony.

Guns & Roses AmmunitionWagon (Sleeps 2+2)
• Double bedroom • Sofa bed • Shower room/WC • Microwave • Fridge
• Barbecue • Individual garden • Fully insulated • Double glazed and heated
with great views of the station platform.

GWRTOAD BrakeVan (Sleeps 2)
• Fitted kitchen/dining area • Double bedroom • Free Sat TV • En suite shower
room/WC • Fully insulated • Double glazed and heated
The fully glazed kitchen and balcony providing panoramic views of the
station platform and Rother Valley

All our carriages are situated on the beautiful Kent and East Sussex border
within Northiam Steam Railway Station, a working station.
You don’t even need to leave the carriage to get the full railway experience as
the steam trains will pull up at the station just 20ft away!

First-Class
SelfCateringHoliday
Accommodation
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STAY A WHILE

FFESTINIOG/WHR WEST SOMERSET

KENT AND EAST SUSSEX

SHROPSHIRE
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EXPRESS GOODS
Contact Simon Meyer on 01507 529310 • smeyer@mortons.co.ukCLASSIFIED
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BOOKS
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Missing: Horncastle station

Anearlyphotographof themissing

model, showinga scene set in the

1880sof apassenger train leaving for

Boston. Thegranary still exists, but

the station site ismostly coveredby

newhousingand thebuildingshave

been replacedbya tyredepot.HHHS

ARCHIVES

Arailwaystation isn’tnormally thesort

of thingthatgetsmisplaced–whether

full-sizeoramodel.Full-sizestationsare

sometimesclosed,demolished, replaced,

rebuiltormovedtoanother location–

modelonescanbeeither rebuilt, sold,

incorporated innewlayoutsorbinned.

However,amodelofHorncastle station in

Lincolnshire–has,well–vanished!

The full-size stationwas opened

to passengers on August 11, 1855. It

was the terminus of a line just under

eightmiles in length, from Kirkstead

Junction (later renamedWoodhall

Junction) on the Boston to Lincoln

‘Lincolnshire Loop’ line, running on

single track toWoodhall Spa and then

to a terminus in Horncastle.

Operated by the GNR and later

the LNER, passenger services were

withdrawn by BR on September 13,

1954, although freight traffic lasted

until April 6, 1971.

It is that 50th anniversary which

the Horncastle History and Heritage

Society is hoping tomark in 2021,

though exactly how this significant

event in the town’s history can be

commemorated depends onwhat

Covid-19 containmentmeasures

permit in the year ahead.

An initial appeal for ideas led to

the discovery of a photograph of a

model of the station, whichwas once

exhibited in the erstwhile Horncastle

Museum. It had been built by a

solicitor in Horncastle, MrTweed, at

a timewhen both the railway and

the stationwere still at the heart of

town’s economy. It was complete with

amodel locomotive and carriages,

which not surprisingly, proved

popular with visitors.

Themuseumwas located in the

Trinity Centre in Horncastle and it was

thought that upon closure in 2002,

themodel of Horncastle station had

gone to theMuseumof Lincolnshire

Life in Lincoln. However, checks with

that venue have shown they had not

accepted it.

Chairman of the Horncastle

History and Heritage Society, Dr Ian

Marshman, said:“The big question

now is where is it?Wewould like

to return it to Horncastle in 2021

to display in the town and perhaps

offer it to theWoodhall Spa Cottage

Museum, with whomwe’re working

on anniversary commemorations.

“There is a suggestion it may have

gone to a railwaymuseum, which

operated for a while at Burgh-le-

Marsh until the death of its owner,

when the collection seems to have

been dispersed.Wewould really like

to knowwhere it is.We just hope it has

not been broken up.

“Horncastle station has always been

popular with peoplemaking railway

models as the buildings and track

layouts were perfect for reproducing

on a small scale.”

➜ If youhaveany informationabout
the lostmodel, please contactDr
IanMarshman,Chairmanof the
HorncastleHistory andHeritage
Societybyemail onhorncastlecivic@
gmail.comor telephone
07709684104.

Thebus in front is a ‘Manor’ –or is it?!

No. 7820DinmoreManor looks the

part on the rearof aMarchantsOptare

Spectradouble-decker.G/WR

A friend in need is a friend indeed
ByGarethEvans

THEcoachandbussector frequently

comestotherescueof therail industry,

helpingtomoveotherwisestranded

passengersduringtimesofdisruption

–butas is sooftenthecase, thereare

exceptions totherule.

The coach operating side of the

road passenger transport industry

has been hit particularly badly by

Covid-19, with tours cancelled and

private hire all but drying up – all

while expensive coaches depreciate at

an alarming rate whilst mothballed. In

‘normal times’, coach groups of course,

provide invaluable business tomany

heritage lines – with some coach

tour operators having regular slots,

providing almost guaranteed revenue.

As the proverb goes, ‘A friend in

need is a friend indeed.’A prime

example in this instance involves the

GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway

(G/WR) andMarchants, a 70-year-old

Cheltenham-based coach, bus and

holiday firm. The railway offered

storage space for some of the firm’s 40

vehicles – and in exchange, Marchants

returned the favour with some free

‘bus back’advertising.

“When the coronavirus crisis really

started to bite inMarch 2020, we had

to take several of our vehicles off the

road as business dried up,”explained

Craig Robb, transportmanager at the

friendly, family-owned operator.

“At the same time, the rent for our

Cheltenhamdepot was doubled to a

figure we simply couldn’t afford.We

needed tomove out quickly, but the

G/WR –with whomwe have enjoyed

a long and fruitful relationship –

stepped in and offered secure space

on the former garden centre site at its

Toddington station.

“It was a kind gesture, which has

made a big difference to our business.

Lockdowns and the continuing crisis

has ledmany coach firms to go under,

but the G/WR is helping us through.

Providing some free advertising space

is the least we can do!”

The adverts, which are on four

double-deckers and one coach, show

a G/WR train in a photograph taken

by volunteer John Lewis andwill be in

place for the next 12months.

Richard Johnson, G/WRplc chairman

said:“We have a close relationship

withMarchants and they’ve helped

us out on occasion. They’re a highly

respected local company that we’re

proud to be associatedwith.

“As Covid-19 has stopped us from

developing the garden centre site,

wewere delighted to be able to help

them in their hour of need.”

Left:Gareth

Evans shows

off hisnew

Ffestiniog&

WelshHighland

Railways fleece

WHENchangingtheirvehicles, transport

operatorsoften like todescribethe

developmentasa‘fleetupgrade’–but in

this instanceyourdeputyeditorsayshe’s

hada‘fleeceupgrade.’

Havingworn his trusty navy

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland Railways’

(FfWHR) example for several years

at home and to the office, he’s

been on the look out for a suitable

replacement – preferably from the

same source.

In addition to being a nod to his

Welsh roots, which he’s quietly proud

of, the FfWHR logo, which includes

theWelsh flag, complete with its

red dragon has often proved to be a

welcome talking point.

Particularly at a timewhen our

railways are under immense pressure

due to restrictions implemented in the

name of Covid-19, raising awareness

and supporting heritage railway

organisations with branded clothing

is somethingwe can all do, wherever

we are.

While browsing the FfWHR online

shop, Gareth noticed the fleecewas

back in stock in his size and colour.

The order was despatched promptly

on themorning of Friday, December

18 and arrived at Gareth’s home in

Peterborough 24 hours later – and this

despite the‘Christmas rush’. Topmarks

to courier DHL too.

➜Order yours
fromwww.festrail.
co.uk/shop/or call
01766516034.

Keep warm with
a railway fleece!

Your lighter takes
If you’vegot aquirkyphoto, tale, poemoranythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorGarethEvansongevans@mortons.co.uk
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