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Now let’s all build on our
Christmas trains’ success

B
RITAINgavethesteamrailwaytotheworldandhas

every right tobeamwithprideabout theheritage

sector–andrarelymoresothanthisChristmas.

Showing the truebulldogspirit of triumphover

adversity, ourheritage railwayshave taken their

driveofdeterminationand innovation toanewhigh,

by stagingadazzlingvarietyofChristmas services

whichhavebeen tailoredwithprecision tomeet the

needsof thehour, that is, public safetyduringacrisis

unprecedented in livingmemory.

Manyofuswerehighly sceptical as towhether

wewould seeanyheritage trains at all running this

Christmas, andall hungon theGovernment’sdecision

as towhathappenedafter lockdownended inEngland

onDecember2.However, our railwayshave risen

splendidly to thebig challengeandundoubtedlywon

manynew friends in theprocess,whileunderlining

the fact that theyarenowaplankof local tourist

economiesat this timeof year.

Christmas trains areanessential sourceof revenue to

finance theyear-roundoperationofheritage railways,

andeven those lineswhichhave reported sell-out

festive serviceswill likelyhave suffereda fall in income

due to theneed tocarry lesspassengersper carriage

toallow for social distancing, in addition toother

limitations imposedbycurrent circumstances.Worse

still, those railwayswho found themselves forone

reasonor anotherunable tooperateat this timewill

now faceanuphill struggle for the foreseeable future

tomakeup thedeficit in income.

TheGovernmentgrants toheritage railwayswhich

wehave reported in recent issues, somestretching into

seven figures, and the superbpublic response toSOS

appeals runby individual lines cannotbutbeheartily

welcomed,but likeOliverTwist,wemustbyneedsnow

ask formore.

Heritage lines arenot like themany ‘ordinary’

Heritagerailway.co.uk 3

OPINION

businesseswhich theGovernmenthas rightlyhelped

out inonewayor anotherduring thepandemic: owner

or shareholderprofits arenot their drivingconcern.

Their role is notonly toconserve treasuresof the

past and to runa touristmagnet, but toprovidean

educational resourceof immensevalue to thepublic

at large.

Thismonth,weannounced that thewinnerof the

HeritageRailwayAssociation’s InterpretationAward

2021, sponsoredby thismagazineand itspublisher

MortonsMedia, is themarvellousNarrowGauge

RailwayMuseumatTywyn.

Amicrocosmof farbiggermuseums, fornearly

sevendecades it hasbeenabarely-paralleled source

of knowledgeand inspirationabout its chosen

subject, and is fittingly locatedat theplacewhere the

operational heritage railwaymovementbegan in1951,

with those first volunteer-run trainson theTalyllyn

Railway.This absolutely fascinatingmuseumhas for

longbeenahugecredit to that railway, its town,Wales

and the sector as awhole.

At the timeofwriting, thepromiseof vaccineshas

provided light at theendof a seemingly very long

tunnel, butwhileour railwaysmust remain closedorat

best run reducedservices, overheadswill continue to

mountupwith the threatofmore redundancies.

There is a strongcase forWhitehall tomake the

sector a special case forgreater financial aid, at least

in the short term. In themeantime, I again implore

readers to supportour railways’appeals fordonations

or voluntary labourwherever youcan.

AtHeritageRailway,wewill continue tobringyou the

latestnewsasweall strive forbetter timesahead, the

sooner thebetter.Toensure that youareup to speed

withessential developments in the sector as they

happen, turn topage30andtakeoutasubscription.
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CONTENTS: Piercing thedarknessof theDorset evening skies, SouthernRailwayUClass 2-6-0No. 31806headsaSteamandLights test trainbetweenNordenandCorfe

CastleonDecember3. ThePurbeck line’s inaugural seasonofdazzling festive illuminated trainsproveda sell-out,withextradatesbeingadded to copewithdemand,

while the regular Santa special programmewas cancelledbecauseof coronavirus constraints. Thepre-bookedone-hournonstop round trip fromSwanage toNorden

aboard the six-coach train,withallocated socially-distanced seatingand festively-decorated carriage interiorswithmusic and running commentary, slowed to5mph

throughHarman’sCross andCorfe stations sopassengers couldappreciate the lineside lightingdisplays.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

COVER: LMSStanier 8F2-8-0No. 48305emerges fromtheA6overbridgewith the9.45amLoughborough toQuorn&Woodhouseempty coaching stock for the first

post-lockdownSanta special onDecember5.Despitebeing inTier 3, theGreatCentral Railwaywasgiven thego-ahead tooperate its SantaandWinterWonderlights

specialsbyCharnwoodBoroughCouncil, using the tried-and-testedQuorn-LeicesterNorth return compartment-only service for social distancing.GRAHAMNUTTALL
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Above: Two locomotiveswhichplayedakey role in theearlier daysof theheritage

sectorwere reunitedatTyseleyLocomotiveWorksonDecember11.Vintage

Trains flagshipGWR4-6-0No. 7029ClunCastle is seenwithprairieNo. 4555,

whichhadarrived fromtheDartmouthSteamRailway forboiler repairs. The

venue’s founder, the latePatWhitehouse,was instrumental inpurchasingboth

locomotives straight fromBRservice.DENIS CHICK

Right:GWRBirdclass4-4-0No.3454Skylark, representingthe finalversionof
Churchward’sBulldogtypehauledtheStephensonLocomotiveSociety’s first full

main line (asopposedtobranch line) touronJune17,1951.Althoughby itself this

didnotmarkthestartof standardgaugepreservation–Skylarkwasoneof the last

twoclassmemberswhichwerewithdrawnjust fivemonths lateronNovember7and

scrapped–comingafewweeksafter theTalyllynRailwayrevival,organiserCam

Camwelldidestablish thekeyheritageeraprincipleofprivately-runenthusiast-

driventoursover thenationalnetwork.MICHAELWHITEHOUSE COLLECTION

NewVintage Trains itinerary
marks 70 years of railway heritage
– narrow and standard gauge!
ByRobinJones

ASPECIALtrainmarkingthe70th

anniversaryof thestandardgauge

heritageera isamongthehighlightsof

VintageTrains’(VT)packedspringand

summerprogrammefor2021.

Whit Monday bank holidayMay 14,

1951, is widely held as the start of

the operational heritage railway

movement, as the date when the

Talyllyn Railway ran its first public

services under the control of its

preservation society volunteers, and

in doing so achieved aworld first.

Just over amonth later, on June 17,

theMidland Area branch of the

Stephenson Locomotive Society

(SLS) ran its ‘Bulldog Special’ from

Birmingham SnowHill to Swindon

Works, making visits to Oxford and

Didcot sheds on theway. Organised

by branch secretary Arthur ‘Cam’

Camwell, who instituted rail tours for

the SLS, the train was hauled by GWR

Bird class 4-4-0 No. 3454 Skylark.

While the SLS had run branch line

tours the previous year, the ‘Bulldog

LSWRO20-4-4TNo.W24Calbourne is on track to return to IsleofWight

SteamRailway serviceon January24 for the line’s 50thanniversary

celebrations, having completed its 10-yearoverhaul and final boiler

examination.Anappeal to fund theoverhaul,whichbegan inDecember

2019, raisedmore than£30,000, and the locomotivewill appear inSouthern

Railway liveryasopposed to itspreviousBRblack. JOHN FAULKNER/IOWSR

special’was deemed to be its first full-

blownmain line special. Furthermore,

there were very close links with the

Talyllyn revival: Pat Garland was

chairman of the SLS Midlands branch

and had been asked to organise the

meeting at Birmingham in October

1950 at which the Talyllyn Railway

Preservation Society was formed. He

served as Talyllyn treasurer, financial

director and then its president;

SLS member PatWhitehouse also

attended the foundingmeeting and

accepted the position of secretary

of the preservation society, later

becoming its vice-president.

Both then went on to form the

‘Birmingham Committee’of the

Talyllyn, working with transport

historian Tom Rolt and Midlands

industrialists Tom Hunt and John

Wilkins to rebuild the Talyllyn.

Development
The twoPats laterboughtGWR2-6-2T

No. 4555and joined the foundersof the

DartValleyRailway, becomingchairman

and treasurer,whilePatWhitehouse

facilitated thepurchaseofGWR4-6-0

No. 7029ClunCastleand thenhelped

securea lease fromBRonpartofTyseley

depot,which laterbecameBirmingham

RailwayMuseumandnowTyseley

LocomotiveWorks.

Pat’s sonMichael, now chairman

ofVT, said:“The start of the heritage

era was centred on Birmingham.That

same team started running privately-

operated steam locomotives from

Tyseley on the national network 57

years ago, developing into today’s VT.”

The 70th anniversary tour – the first

to use the SLS title to Swindon for

decades – is due to operate onMay 15

behind ClunCastle. The trip will allow

a visit to the STEAMMuseumor the

adjacent shopping centre.

VT’s Birmingham SnowHill-

Stratford-upon-Avon‘Shakespeare

Express’season is set to run on nine

consecutive Sundays from July 18with

Castle 4-6-0 No. 5043 Earl ofMount

Edgcumbemaking its return debut

following overhaul. The return journey

will be at express speeds up to 75mph

via Solihull, nonstop toTyseley.

The 70th anniversary of operational

railway volunteering is due to be

markedwith a party at theTyseley

OpenWeekend on June 26/27.

Visiting engines for 2021 are due

to include No. 46233Duchess of

Sutherland, No. 45596 Bahamas and

Class 20s Nos. 20189 and 20206.

Tyseley’s own Class 47 No. 47773 The

QueenMotherwill also haul a tour this

year and assist on some trains.

The first tour of the season is the

March 20 ‘Railway Roundabout’

behind Clun Castle. Named after the

children’s TV programme presented

by PatWhitehouse and John Adams

from 1957-63 which resulted in a

unique document of a distinct period

in British transport history, it will

comprise a near circular run from

Birmingham to Leicester and back.

ClunCastle is also scheduled to head

April 10’s ‘The Red Dragon’to Cardiff,

recalling one of BR’s crack expresses

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk ind us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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Welcomeback! TheWest

SomersetRailway’s first Santa

Express and the first trainof the

2020 seasonhauledbyWSR2-6-0

No. 9351passesTreble’sHolford

onDecember12. PETER DARKE

on the SouthWalesmain line, that

was often hauled by a Castle.

The‘WelshMarches Express’

is due to run on April 24, with

ClunCastle; on June 12 behind

Bahamas; and on July 3 with

Duchess of Sutherland. Running

throughWorcester, Gloucester and

Newport, there will be an afternoon

break in Hereford before returning

via Shrewsbury and Birmingham

New Street toTyseley.

ClunCastle has been allocated

toMay 1’s ‘NorthWales Coast

Express’to Chester where No. 47773

will take over for the run on to

Llandudno, whichwill be hosting

its annual Victorian Extravaganza &

Transport Festival. The return leg is

set to be steam-hauled throughout.

Excursions
OnMay22,No. 47773andBahamas

aredue to sharedutieson‘TheWhite

Rose’toYorkviaBurton-on-Trent,

DerbyandSheffield,whileon June5,

ClunCastlemakes its inaugural trip to

Scarboroughwith the‘Scarborough

SpaExpress.’

Duchess of Sutherland is booked

to haul the‘Midland Bristolian’on

June 19, returning via the Lickey

Bank, believed to be the first time

a Duchess will have stormed the

incline in the heritage era.

Nos. 20189 and 20206 revive the

traditional summer seaside outing

with the July 10 double-headed

‘Jolly Fisherman’to Skegness.

Bahamas is also due to haul

the‘Buxton Jubilee’on July 24

to Buxton via Peak Forest, and

‘TheWelshman’to Holyhead on

August 7.

The two Class 20s double head

again on August 14, with the

‘Heart ofWales Explorer’, which

includes an afternoon break at

LlandrindodWells.

Bookings for all trainsmust be

made onwww.VintageTrains.co.uk

whichwent live on December 23.

West Somerset runs its first train of 2020
ByRobinJones

SATURDAY,December12, sawpublic

trains runon theWest SomersetRailway

(WSR) for the first time in2020, in the

formof its nonstopSantaExpress from

BishopsLydeard toWillitonandback,

behindWSRmogulNo. 9351.

Tickets were sold pre-booked

only, in tables of four or six-seater

compartments, and were scheduled

to run up to Christmas Eve. The line

was closed throughout 2020, firstly

due to track maintenance and then

because of the pandemic.

Meanwhile, Llangollen Railway-

based GWR large prairie No. 5199

has moved to the line, where it will

go on hire until the end of 2021. It

was due to arrive on theWSR on

December 17, and is contracted to

run on aminimum number of 35

steaming days.

Also, theWest Somerset Railway

Association’s bid to raise £5000 to

repair the door handles, locks and

striker plates on the line’s Class 115

DMU has been successful.

➜ Separate appeals by theWSR

and supporting groups to cover

lost income and overheads during

the pandemic, plus grant aid, have

now reached £1,320,300. Further

contributions are invited atwww.

west-somerset-railway.co.uk/

donations

Groundwork starts onLynton&Barnstapleextension
ByGarethEvans

LYNTON&BarnstapleRailway

trusteeshavegiven thego-ahead to

commencegroundsurveyworkon

its extension fromKillingtonLane

toWistlandpound.

The geo-environmental survey

work, which is required before

reconstruction of the 2ft gauge

line can begin, involves test bores

along thewhole route to check

for contamination, establishing

whether any hazardouswaste

was dumped in cuttings after

the line closed in 1935, the

suitability of any infill for future

use in embankment reconstruction

and the nature of the ground

where newbridge construction

is required.

The first phasewill be carried

out at Killington Lane, the current

southern terminus, testing the

nature of the infill in the cuttings

either side of the former Bridge 65

(Killington Lane overbridge), as

well as determining the nature of

the soil uponwhich the newBridge

65 foundationswill sit.

Resources
Thisphasehasbenefited froma

grantof £1500 fromtheVeronica

AwdryCharitableTrust.Veronica is

thedaughterofThomas theTank

Engine creator the lateReverend

WilbertAwdry.

It is intended that the railway

will go under Killington Lane via a

newbridge – the design forwhich

has been produced for the line by

engineering design consultants

Atkins. Planning permission has

been obtained for the extension

and fundraising is underway to

apply for aTransport &Works

Act Order, whichwill provide the

powers to construct and operate

the extended line.

➜The line isdue to runmince

pie specialsbetweenDecember

29andJanuary1. Pre-booking is

not required.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7



TheTalyllyn

Railway

launched its

Christmas

serviceson

December2,

with0-4-2ST

No.4Edward

Thomas

headinga

‘Tinsel&

Turkey’ train.

TR

LindaandsisterBlanche returning from

Caernarfon in2018.CHRIST PARRY

WelshGovernment £715k lifeline to
heritage lines ‘may not be enough’
ByRobinJones

HERITAGE railwayshavebeengiven

grantsofup to£150,000each fromthe

WelshGovernment’s£63millionCultural

RecoveryFund–but fears that itmay

prove insufficient for lines to survive the

pandemichavebeensounded.

The Talyllyn Railway has received

the maximum £150,000 for

funding its winter maintenance

programme and ongoing overhaul

of No. 1 Talyllyn, plus future projects

including the provision of electric

vehicle charging points, heating in

more carriages, the refurbishment

of the Abergynolwyn playground,

developing a comprehensive

interpretation strategy for the

railway and enhanced facilities for

video conferencing.

In addition, the award-winning

Narrow Gauge Railway Museum at

TywynWharf (see News, page 10)

has been given £27,000 to make

it more Covid secure, and help

with employment.

Improvements
TheBala LakeRailwayhasbeengiven

nearly £150,000 towards relayinga

quartermileof track, completing the

10-yearoverhaulofQuarryHunslet

0-4-0STNo. 779of1902HolyWarand

rebuildingand returningadisused

carriage to service, providingadditional

coveredwaiting facilities atBala station

andaweather canopyoveroutdoor

tables at Llanuwchllynand repairing its

workshopbuilding.

TheWelshpool & Llanfair Light

Railway was allocated £138,000

for developments online, further

precautionary measures to open

its facilities and the employment

of a community development

officer, plus progressing its Llanfair

Connections Museum project, which

has somewhat stalled because of

the pandemic.

The Fairbourne Railway has

receivedmore than £106,000 towards

relaying 110 yards of track, the 10-

year overhaul of half-size Darjeeling

Himalayan 0-4-0STT Sherpa,

replacing the Barmouth Ferry station

canopy and roof improvements to

buildings at Fairbourne station.

The Gwili Railway received

£46,583 to cover the winter months

and prepare for a planned grand

reopening at Easter.

The biggest of the principality’s

heritage lines, the Ffestiniog &

Welsh Highland Railways, has been

allocated £150,000 – but officials

pointed out that it is far from enough

to guarantee the 40-mile line’s future,

following a ‘disastrous’year in which

it has carried between only 10-15%

of its normal passengers and seen

its income fall from £6million to just

£1 million.

Despite receiving £550,000 in

donations from supporters, £250,000

from the National Lottery Heritage

Fund and £100,000 from the

Economic Resilience Fund (ERF) prior

to the latest grant, its mandatory

maintenance costs are £200,000 a

month, whether trains run or not. The

railway has just been forced to make

32 people redundant – around a third

of its workforce – in addition to laying

off 50 seasonal staff in March.

The Ff&WHR annually receives

up to 300,000 visitors from around

the world, contributes £25million

ACHRISTMASappeal for£60,000to fundthe

imminentheavyoverhaulof theFfestiniog&Welsh

HighlandRailway’sex-PenrhynQuarryRailway

2-4-0STTLindahasbeen launched.

The 1893-built locomotive now carries

the oldest boiler in the fleet, dating back

to 1936, andwhichwill need repairs. The

chassis also requires detailed attention and

reriveting in places, while the saddletankmay

need attention.

Major surgery on the tender is needed,

with all but the sides and rear andwheelsets

requiring replacement.

Lindawill available for use onworks trains

until March 27, its last scheduled day in service.

It is hoped to have Linda running again by

2022, the 60th anniversary of its arrival on the

Ffestiniog Railway. In appealing for donations,

Ff&WR general manager Paul Lewin said:

“Helping nowwill not only ensure we can

enjoy riding behind Linda on an important

anniversary, but it will keep skilled staff working

for us at a timewhen other income is uncertain.”

Donations are invited at tinyurl.com/

LindaAppeal

Help Linda be ready
for 60th anniversary

Sogreathasbeen thepublic response theEppingOngar

Railwaymayextend itsdebutEppingOngar Light Fantastic

illuminated trainsandspecial lit-up linesidedisplaysbeyond

theoriginal final dateof January10. The trips arehauledby

diesel and steam in the formofGWR4-6-0No. 4953Pitchford

Hall,seenat the startingpointofNorthWealdwhere car

parking inavailable. Fordetails visitwww.eorailway.co.uk

TREVOR CLIFFORD/EOR

annually to the local economy and

forms part of Gwynedd’s bid to

become a UNESCOWorld Heritage

Site. It is also a major local employer

providing training for young people

through its apprenticeship schemes

and co-operation with local colleges.

Allocation
In a letter to theWelshGovernment,

Ff&WHRofficialspointedout that two

similarly-sizedEnglishoperations, the

NorthYorkshireMoors andSevernValley

railways , havebeenallocatedbigger

publicgrants. As reported last issue, the

NYMRreceived£1,904,902 fromtheUK

GovernmentCultureRecoveryFund,

while theSevernValleygot£250,000

fromthat fund,plus£1,156,000 fromthe

National LotteryHeritageFundunder

theHeritageEmergencyGrant scheme.

The letter said that the company

“is hanging on by a thread,”adding:

“We are basically trying to cut

unnecessary expenditure while

trying to be ready to run next year up

to the level that we’re permitted. Our

survival is far from guaranteed at this

point in time.”

The Llangollen Railway, it was

understood, may also receive a

grant from theWelsh Cultural

Recovery Fund.

➜TheBala LakeRailwayhasalso

beengiven£10,000 fromtheERF for

installingphotovoltaic solarpanelson

the roofof theRowenCentrehousing

its largeG-scale railway. It is estimated

that thepanelswill supply around

aquarterof the railway’s current

energyneeds, savingover3000kgof

CO2annually.

TheWLLR has been awarded £7800

fromCADW, theWelshGovernment’s

historic environment service, and

theNational Lottery Heritage Fund

under the 15-Minute Heritage

programme launched in September.

It will fund the development

of three trails through local

communities, including theTown

Trail inWelshpool, and the proposed

Llanfair TownTrail, linking them to

the railway.
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‘Blue Pullman’ HST makes public debut
ByCedric Johns

JEREMYHosking’s refurbished former

EastMidlands-PorterbrookClass 43

Nankingblue-liveriedHigh Speed

Trainmade its public passenger-

carryingdebut on Saturday,

December 12.

Operated by Locomotive

Services TOC Limited, the seven-

coach set plus two power cars

departed St Pancras International

for Crewe, picking up at St Albans,

Luton and Bedford and travelling

on via Kettering, Chesterfield

and Stockport.

Reviving memories of BR’s

pioneering luxury ‘Blue Pullman’

high-speed trains in the early Sixties

and the 60th anniversary of the

inaugural services between London

and Manchester, the December 12

train was sold out. Observing

Covid-19 restrictions limited the

loading to 60% capacity.

Running under Crewe’s ‘Statesman’

up-market brand, the HST is

currently scheduled to operate

a monthly railtour starting on

January 16. This will see the ‘Settle

& Carlisle Pullman’depart St

Pancras International for Carlisle,

calling at St Albans, Luton, Bedford,

Wellingborough, Kettering, Melton

Mowbray and Leicester.

On February 6, the HST starts from

Bristol Temple Meads for another

trip over the Settle and Carlisle line,

stopping at Bath, Chippenham,

Swindon, Oxford, Banbury and

Leamington Spa.

On March 20, ‘TheWhitby Jet’

is due to leave Finsbury Park for

Whitby, stopping at Hertford North,

Stevenage, Letchworth, Royston,

Cambridge and Ely.

All three tours are reportedly

sold out.

Crossing mishap for Mid-Norfolk ‘Pacer’ centre car

NewTanfieldgeneralmanager returns to his roots
ByGarethEvans

LIFELONGTanfieldRailwayvolunteer

DavidWatchmanhasbeen

appointedgeneralmanagerof the

CountyDurhamstandardgauge

heritage line.

David started as a young

volunteer at the tender ageof

seven,whenhewould accompany

his father. Hewent on togain

experience across the various

disciplines – includingpermanent

way, carriage andwagon,

mechanical engineeringand

commercial,where at the ageof

just 17, hewas involvedwith the

returnof galas to the railway after

an absenceofmany years.

In his professional life, David

joined the teamatnearbyBeamish

in 2010. Startingout as a steam

teamdemonstrator/engager, he

mainlyworkedon thewaggonway,

which includedoperational and

compliancematters, aswell as

engagingwith thepublic.

Experience
Afterbeingappointedas the

museum’s communications

assistant, hebecamedigital

communicationsassistant and

thendigital communications

officer –his SunderlandUniversity

animationanddesigndegree

coming to the fore.He remained

involvedwith themuseum’s railways

whenever aneventwason.David

left his employmentatBeamish in

earlyNovember.

David,whohas servedas the line’s

commercial director for sevenyears,

toldHeritageRailway:“Tanfieldhas

alwaysbeena special place.There’s

just somethingabout it that gives it

a different feel toother railways and

it’s addictive.

“Tanfieldhasgotme towhere I

am today.Now it’s turned full circle

and I’m looking after theplace!”

JeremyHosking’s reliveried
HST set takes the ‘Midland
Pullman’ fromStPancras
toCrewepastGrindleford.
MICHAEL ANDERSON

AN INVESTIGATION intoan incident in

whichthecentrecarofa recently-arrived

three-carClass144‘Pacer’No.144018

blockedNorwichRoad levelcrossing in

DerehamontheMid-NorfolkRailway

(MNR)ataround4.20pmonDecember

10,hasbegun.

Although the gates were damaged

and the roadwas temporarily blocked,

nobodywas injured. The Railway

Accident Investigation Branch and

Office of Rail & Roadwere immediately

informedwhile the heritage line

started its own investigation.

➜ThirdPacer forMNR–seepage26.

IN BRIEF

➜ SEVERNValley Railway

Holdings plc has co-opted

general manager Helen Smith

as a director and new Severn

Valley Railway Company Limited’s

new chairman DianeMalyon

has been appointed as one

of its representatives on the

Holdings board.

➜ THE South Devon Railway has

received a Certificate of Recognition

from the Royal Horticultural

Society for its gardens at

Buckfastleigh station.

➜ SOUTH Somerset District

Council voted on December 9

to spend up to £20,000 on a

feasibility study on converting

part of the former Somerset &

Dorset Joint Railway trackbed

between Bruton andWincanton

into a cyclepath. A community

interest company has already

been set up to oversee

the project.

➜ THE Isle ofWight Steam Railway

is continuing talks with South

Western Railway about preserving at

Havenstreet a Class 483 ex-London

Underground electric train from the

Island Line from where the sets are

being withdrawn.

➜ THEMaidstoneModel

Engineering Society has appealed

for funds after vandals caused

£10,000 damage to the roof of

its headquarters in Mote Park,

threatening the future of the

3½/5in gaugeminute railway.

So far around £3500 has been

raised: donations are invited at

tinyurl.com/MaidstoneModelRly

➜ THE total amount raised by the

South Devon Railway through its

emergency appeals and Culture

Recovery for Heritage Fund grant aid

has topped £870,000.

➜ DEAN Forest Railway Society

volunteers have at completed

their clearance of track and

overgrown vegetation from the

surviving part of theWyeValley

Railway, which once linked

Chepstow toMonmouth along

theWyeValley.

A section remained in use

to service Tidenham Quarry

until 1990, and while Network

Rail has gifted the track for

use on the Lydney to Parkend

heritage line, the cleared

trackbed will be turned into the

Wye Valley Greenway.

➜ CHARITY the Bala and Ffestiniog

Railway Heritage Trust has formed

a limited company to take over

the work of the Blaenau Ffestiniog

and Trawsfynydd Railway Society

in reopening the mothballed line

which once served Trawsfynydd

Nuclear Power Station. The new

body will now aim to negotiate track

access.
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GuinnessBrewery0-4-0TNo. 13of1895 is seenondisplay inside theNarrow

GaugeRailwayMuseum. It joined the collection in1956.ROBIN JONES

Top national award
for Tywynmuseum

‘Drowned’Simplexdiesel locomotive shortlisted twice fornational award
THELincolnshireCoast LightRailway’s

(LCLR) 60thanniversary yearhasnow

beenmarkedbyadoublenomination

in theHeritageRailwayAssociation

AnnualAwards for its 30-year

restorationofMotorRail 20pSimplex

0-4-0DMNo. 9264of 1947.

The locomotivewas delivered

newbyMablethorpe contractor

WGCHammond Ltd, whichwas

using it onwork to strengthen

coastal defenceswhen, in 1953,

the town and parts of the east

coast of England and Scotland,

plus the North Sea coasts of

Belgium andTheNetherlands, were

overwhelmed by floods driven by

strongwinds, which killed 1836

people, including 133when the

ferryMVPrincess Victoria sank and

many trawlers were lost.

The Simplexwas raised from the

area swamped by the sea, drained

of seawater, sand and debris, then

topped upwith fresh diesel, oil

andwater and restarted. It was

immediately returned towork on

the raising and strengthening of the

sea defences.

Operators
In 1964 itwasboughtby the

MablethorpeBrick andTileCoLtd,

which sold it in 1970 toCFRawlinson

of theSkegnessBrick andTile

Company,whichused it until 1976.

After the company closedand in1977

sold its equipment, theSimplexwas

boughtbyRobertDalesofHawerby

Hall Farm,WoldNewton,

nearGrimsby.

In 1998 it was bought by a LCLR

HistoricVehicleTrustmember, who

later donated it to the line.When

restoration began, a replacement

radiator was sourced from

Hampshire.

After the brake and sanding gear

were removed, alongwith the

radiator, footplate and bonnets,

it was found that the drive chains

were in very poor condition, as were

the sprockets, but thewheels were

deemed capable of re-use.

With the help of a local volunteer

diesel fitter, the power unit was

dismantled in August 2016. The

piston ringswere broken and the

ring grooves, but a company called

North Lincs Engineeringwas able to

salvage and repair the parts.

A newwooden seat similar to

the original one has beenmade.

The brake columnwas badly bent

and completely worn out, but

components from an old press were

removed,machined by the donor

andwelded as a replacement. A

new seat boxwasmade and a spare

genuineMotor Rail metal seat was

donated and fixed.

Restoration
Thevolunteersdiscoveredan

ominousgap in theflywheel

between the inner andouterhalves.

ByRobinJones

THENarrowGaugeRailwayMuseumat

TywynhasscoopedtheHeritageRailway

Association’s Interpretationaward

for2021.

The annual award, sponsored by

Heritage Railwaymagazine, has been

made for“seven decades of excellence

in showcasing the rich variety of

narrow gauge railway heritage”.

Themuseum atTywynWharf station

has amission statement“to engage,

entertain and educate visitors about

the huge contribution of narrow

gauge railways to society, past

and present”.

Its origins date back almost to the

volunteer-led takeover of theTalyllyn

Railway, as highlighted in our feature

in issue 273. The idea of forming an

exhibits museumdates back to the

formation of theTalyllyn Railway

Preservation Society, but priority had

to be given to saving the line (see also

pages 46-47).

Development
However, the first stepswere taken in

summer1951withavisitbymember

HowardDalstontotheFestivalofBritain,

whereanewnarrowgaugediesel

locomotivedestinedforGuinness’sSt

James’sGateBrewery inDublinwason

display–aportentofan intentionto

replacethesteamlocomotives there.

In 1952, the chairman of Guinness,

Sir Hugh Beaver, agreed to present a

locomotive delivered free toTywyn –

and in doing so forced themuseum

issue. Two years later, the society set

up amuseum sub committee and

early in 1955,Welsh Highland Railway

flagship Hunslet 2-6-2T Russell arrived

at Tywyn from the Birmingham

Locomotive Club, which had acquired

it from Fayle’s Tramway on the Isle

of Purbeck.

The same year, by which time

several other exhibits had been

amassed – including vertical-boilered

deWinton 0-4-0T George Henry of

1877 – it was decided to convert the

Gunpowder Store building atWhart

into a temporary museum building.

By this time, a considerable number

of exhibits had come to hand.

In 1956, Guinness Brewery 1ft 10in

gaugeWilliam Spence 0-4-0T

No. 13 arrived.

In 1964 a charitable trust was

formed to manage and develop

the museum. It was replaced by

the present Narrow Gauge Railway

MuseumTrust on July 11, 1994.

The museum outgrew its original

building, and grant aid from the

Heritage Lottery Fund added to a

public appeal launched in 2000 to

build a new one, which was opened

by Prince Charles and Camilla,

Duchess of Cornwall on July 13, 2005.

Today, the museum – admission to

which is free – has more than 1000

exhibits from over 80 narrow-gauge

railways in the British Isles.

The collection includes six

locomotives on display and several

others in store or at other sites

across the UK; 11 wagons and a

similar number outside; and a

display showing the development

of trackwork from early plateways to

modern narrow-gauge tracks.

It also includes a 4ft 4½ in gauge

section from the Belvoir Castle
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Vertical-boilereddeWinton0-4-0TGeorgeHenrywasanearly arrival at the

museum. Itwas suppliednewtoPenrhynQuarry in1877.NGRM

TheSimplex ineverydayworking conditionat Skegness

Brickworks, hauling ‘tubs’ of clay formaking intobricks.

GEOFF HANKIN/LCLR

The30-year restorationof the ‘SkeggySimplex’was

finished inSeptember.DAVE ENEFER/LCLR

■AnnualAward (LargeGroups):

DartmouthSteamRailway&Riverboat

Company; Isle ofWight SteamRailway

for its platform teams; Lynton&

LynmouthCliff Railway for itsTop

Wheel installation; and the Swanage

Railway for its socialmedia team.

■ Annual Award (Small Groups):

Southern Electric Traction Group

CIC for restoring 4VEP No. 3417;

Hull and Barnsley Railway Stock

Fund for Project 58+1 move to

Hull College; Tarka Valley Railway

CIO for Steaming Ahead; Bahamas

Locomotive Society for Steve

Allsop and his 50 years’ service;

East Somerset Railway for its

restoration of a platform, museum

and outreach project; Downs Light

Railway Trust for its achievements

with youth engagement; and

the Great Central Railway (Quorn

Wagon andWagon) for the Quorn

Wagon andWagon Group.

■Morgan Award for Preservation:

Mid-Suffolk Light Railway, for

its ShreddedWheat locomotive;

Midland & Great Northern Joint

Railway Society, for the restoration

of GNR/M&GN Third No. 129; Great

Central Railway (QuornWagon

&Wagon), for the restoration of

three containers; and Railway

Preservation Society of Ireland for

Guinness grain van No. 504.

■ Coiley Locomotive Engineering

Award: Lincolnshire Coast Light

Railway for its ‘Skeggy Simplex’ (see

separate story); Tanfield Railway

for the restoration of 1904-built

Andrew Barclay 0-6-0T No. 1015

Horden; and the Ffestiniog &

Welsh Highland Railway for the

restoration of Large England

0-4-0STTWelsh Pony.

■Outstanding Visitor Attraction:

Dartmouth Steam Railway &

Riverboat Company; Didcot Railway

Centre (GreatWestern Society);

Lynton & Lynmouth Cliff Railway;

Seaton Tramway; and Statfold

Narrow Gauge MuseumTrust, for

Statfold Barn Railway.

■ New Award for Diesel

Locomotion:Mid-Suffolk Light

Railway, for the ShreddedWheat

locomotive; Severn Valley Railway

Class 50 Alliance for 30 years of

Class 50 preservation excellence;

and Lincolnshire Coast Light

Railway for its ‘Skeggy Simplex’.

■ The Lord Faulkner Young

Volunteer Award: Severn Valley

Railway, TomMills; Somerset &

Dorset Railway Heritage Trust,

Michael Abbott; andWelshpool

& Llanfair Light Railway,

Oliver Edwards.

■ Award for External

Communications:Mid-Hants

Railway Ltd, for itsWatercress

Line film unit; Didcot Railway

Centre (GreatWestern Society),

for overhauling its marketing

communications; Swanage

Railway’s ‘Save Our Service’

film-makers; Ffestiniog &Welsh

Highland Railway’s media and

communications department; and

the Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway

Preservation Society’s 60-year

celebration book It’s Still a Lot

of Fun!

■ Internal Communications

category:Midland & Great

Northern Joint Railway Society, for

the Summer/Autumn issue of ‘Joint

Line’; GreatWestern Society for

the GreatWestern Echo magazine;

the Talyllyn Railway, for its Control

Centre public on-line subscription

service; Bluebell Railway for

the Bluebell Times; and the

Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway

for The Earl communication to

working members.

■Most Innovative Fundraising

Idea (in recognition of the ways

that heritage railways have been

forced to respond to the Covid-19

pandemic): Talyllyn Railway for

its Virtual Visit Appeal; Mid-Hants

Railway and Bahamas Locomotive

Society for the joint autumn gala;

Seaton Tramway for Tramathon

Live 2020; and the Bluebell Railway

for the film Steam Returns to

Bluebell Railway.

➜ Traditionally the sector’s

glitziest gala of the year, the 2021

presentation will be an afternoon

event. Subject to Covid-19

restrictions, it will follow the

HRA’s annual meeting and spring

conference to be held at the Grand

Hotel, York on March 3.

HERITAGERAILWAYASSOCIATION: 2021AWARDSNOMINEESLIST

Replacementpartsweremadebyone

of thevolunteers at his home.

As reported in issue 273, in

September – as part of the LCLR’s

celebration of its 60th anniversary

of being the first heritage railway in

theworld to be built by enthusiasts,

having opened on August 27,

1960 on its original location in

Humberston – the‘Skeggy Simplex’

(as the locomotive is affectionately

known), took part in a convoy

of the eight Simplexes on the

LCLR, nowbased at the Skegness

Water Leisure Park, all of which

are now inworking order and

operable condition.

Railway spokesman John

Chappell said:“We’re honoured

to be short-listed alongside the

great achievements of the giants

of railway preservation, such as the

Ffestiniog Railway and the Severn

Valley Railway. Our volunteers’skill

and dedication has brought back

to life a small locomotivewhich has

played a very large part inmaking

the Lincolnshire Coast one of the

most popular destinations in the

country for families on holiday –

helping to protect the towns and

villages and literally providing the

motive power to buildmuch of

them in its everydaywork.”

Tramway, which was built in 1815 to

connect the castle with the Grantham

Canal and is possibly the widest

narrow gauge item in the museum.

Displays
Theupper floorhouses a re-creation

of the studyusedby theReverend

WilbertAwdry, theauthorof theThomas

theTankEnginebooks,whowasalso

aTalyllynvolunteer, completewith

original furnitureand fittings.

It is intended to take the Reverend’s

model railway and part of the study

recreation for display at the 2021

Warley National Model Railway

Exhibition at the National Exhibition

Centre on November 27-28. The

museum holds changing exhibitions

on the upper floor.

KeithTheobald, chairman of the

NarrowGauge RailwayMuseumTrust,

said:“The awardwill be an excellent

way of recognising all the hardwork

over the years since 1954 that somany

volunteers past and present have put

in to get us where are today.”

Our sister title The Railway

Magazine’s Lifetime Achievement

Award 2021 has beenwon by

Middleton Railway vice president Ian

Smith, while the Rail ExpressModern

Traction Award 22, also sponsored

byMortons, goes to the engineering

team at the Island Line on the Isle

ofWight.
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ChancellorRishi SunakmeetsWensleydaleRailway

officials duringhis Fridayvisit.GEORGE LOVERIDGE

THEoverhaulofGWR4-6-0No. 6024

KingEdward Ihasground toahalt

dueagain toCovid-19 restrictions,

which couldhave seriousfinancial

implications regarding future

revenueearnings, especiallywith

the clockon the completedboiler

tickingaway.

Hopes that the locomotive –

which has been out of traffic for

eightandahalf years–would return

tosteamthis springare fading.

No. 6024 is still atMinehead

on theWest Somerset Railway

securely locked inside the shed,

butmostworkingmembers

live in the south of England and

have struggled in these present

circumstances to get there to

work, a problem compounded

by the fact that social distancing

is paramount.

The 1930-built locomotive is

90% complete, the boiler is in the

frames, running gear together,

wheels on and new cylinders raring

to go.The boiler was repaired in

Bury by Riley and Sons Limited and

due to the fact it has not steamed

after restoration it is hoped the

boiler insurance companywill look

kindly upon this with an extension.

The tenderwas completed in

2019 after having a considerable

amount of steel replaced.

In 1962, aftermore 1.5million

miles of service, No. 6024was

withdrawn and sent to Barry

scrapyardwhere it had its driving

wheels cut through. Bought for

preservation in 1973, the next

year itmoved to the Buckingham

Railway Centre, and returned to

steam in 1989.

The locomotive is owned by the

Royal Scot andGeneral Locomotive

Trust and costs of the overhaul are

shared in a partnershipwith the

6024 Preservation Society Limited.

For details of how to join the

society, visit www.6024.com

Spring return forKingEdward I lookingdoubtful

GWR0-6-0PTNo. 7752has returned to

TyseleyLocomotiveWorksby roadafter

its spell on theWest SomersetRailway,

whichbegan inApril 2019ended.

AtWilliton, in addition to being

repainted from London Transport

maroon livery into GWR green, it was

fitted with a new chimney.

It will run at Tyseley until the end

of the 2021 season, when its boiler

certificate runs out, and will then

have new tyres fitted.

Subject to funds and works

capacity, it will eventually return to

the main line and not be hired out

again, said a Tyseley spokesman.

Tyseley pannier
may return to
main line duties

ThenewBlythatNorthBayEngineering in

December.NBRES

Chancellor visits his local heritage line
CHANCELLORof theExchequerRishi Sunakpaida

flyingvisit to theWensleydaleRailwayonDecember4.

Mr Sunak was keen to see how the railway, which

lies in his Richmond constituency, was facing up to

the challenges of Covid-19 and where grants from

the Culture Recovery Fund and National Heritage

Lottery Fund were being spent, after the line

receivedmore than £500,000 of grant aid.

In the railway’s workshops he was delighted

to be shown around by 19-year-old engineering

apprentice Alex Lomax. Originally from Goole, Alex

was placed on furlough at the start of March, but

the grants have allowed the railway to bring him

back to work and to help delivery of Mk.2 coach

restoration, which Rishi was able to view.

Also able to explain progress were plc chairman

Guy Loveridge, railway manager ChrisWilliams

and directors DavidWalker and Carl Les, who

is also leader of North Yorkshire Council and a

longstanding friend and colleague of the minister.

Elsewhere on the line, work has started to

improve the reliability of Hams Hall automatic

crossing between Leeming Bar and Scruton.

New treadles have been installed which force

entry into the track circuits controlling the lights,

overcoming the problems with sporadic use as,

even when the rails are rusty, the treadles will

ensure that the crossing sees the train arrive and

depart from its circuitry.

Installed in the 1970s, Ham Hall is unique in

design and functionality and was intended to be

used daily.

These improvements along with the impending

upgrade to LED road lights will allow the regular

running of services to Scruton and Northallerton.

Help was given by Network Rail in the design

work for the lamp improvements.

NewSouthwold locomotive
will steam in summer, if…
ByRobin Jones

THE new replica of Southwold Railway 3ft gauge

2-4-0T Blythwill steamnext summer –providing that

the last £80,000 is raised.

The £300,000 version of 3ft gauge Sharp Stewart

No. 2850 of 1879, which along with the Suffolk

railway’s other locomotives was scrapped in 1941

after rusting in the open for 12 years since the line

closed, is being built by NBR Engineering Services

in Darlington.

The chassis is now finished, with both cylinders

complete and ready to run on air. Wood for the

insulation is on site, with crinoline metal ready to

fit along with the outer cladding.

The company is ready to plumb the front end

before fitting the smokebox, and when the boiler

and steam line are fitted, the boiler can be filled

with air to run up and down the workshop floor or

on purpose built rollers.

“The next major job is to manufacture the tanks

and cab,” said NBRES’s David Humphreys. “If fully

funded, it will be in steam by summer 2021.”

Members of the Southwold Railway Trust have

already supported funding by sponsoring parts of

Blyth via the Two-Four-O Club which, backed by a

legacy, will finance about half of the project.

While the trust holds long-term ambitions to

restore part or all of the original railway which

ran from 1879 to 1929, the new Blythwill initially

run on 80 yards of 3ft gauge track on its one-

acre Steamworks site in Blyth Road, close to the

original Southwold station and the trackbed

which ran westwards from there.

The trust’s Oliver Densham said: “We are still

on target for a delivery date in May/June for next

year. We hope this will be in time for our usual

open season in 2021, if indeed circumstances

permit us to have one. What a post-Covid-19

comeback that would be!

“We have sufficient funds to commence the final

stage, which will begin with the fabrication of

plate work and include all the peripheral fittings,

couplings and draw gear, sanders, painting and

lining and so on.

“To complete everything and still remain

on target, however, we will need to arrange a

further £80,000 to see Blyth ‘home’ for 2021. To

this end, we will be shortly launching an appeal

for donations.”

➜ If youwish to donate to the project, email

the trust’s treasurer Nick Evans at info@

southwoldrailway.co.uk
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FormerWellsHarbourRailway0-4-2TEdmundHanney,built in1972, takes centre

stage inavery festive settingat the10¼ingaugeHastingsMiniatureRailway.

Trainswill be runningeachdayapart fromChristmasDay itself, and therewill bea

miniature tractionengine rally onBoxingDay.HMR

OnDecember5, theSeatonTramwaybegan running specialwinter services every

half hour toColyton,up toChristmasEve. Picturedare illuminatedNo. 4, based

onaBlackpool openboat tram,andNo. 16, formerBournemouthCorporation

Tramways carNo. 106. SEATON TRAMWAY

QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 855of1904HughNapier returned to steamat the

Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailway’sBostonLodgeWorksonDecember3,with

its 10-yearoverhaul completed in just fourmonths.A final boiler test tookplace

eightdays later, and it is picturedatMinffordon its first test runonDecember12.

In January2019, theagreementwith theNational Trust tobaseHughNapieron

the railwayhadbeenextendedby10years.While theboiler certificatedidnot

expireuntil 2021, theoverhaulbegan in2020as resourceswereavailableand

the locomotivewasunlikely tobeusedduring thepandemic.Workwasalso

carriedouton theaxleboxesandmotion, anewsmokebox fittedand the chimney

restored to its originalheight.CHRIS PARRY

National RailwayMuseumtomajoron‘green theme’in2021programme
THENationalRailwayMuseumand

parentbodytheScienceMuseum

Grouphaveannouncedamajor focus

onsustainabilityandclimatechange

for2021.

A series of eventswill involve a

commitment to engagingvisitors

anddigital audienceswith the

science and solutions to the

challenges facingourplanet.

Therewill be freeonline andalso

paid-for events runningat theNRM

inYork andat othermuseumsites

across theGroup.

Details of the event listingswill be

confirmednext year, but speakers

will include climate scientists,

astronauts, engineers, industry

leaders, activists, journalists,

politicians andhigh-profile cultural

figures involved in climate solutions.

FromJanuary, a new11-part

series of ClimateTalks featuring

world-renownedexperts in the field

of climate science,will leadpublic

engagement in the runup to the

26thUNClimateChangeConference

of theParties (COP26) inGlasgow

duringNovember 1-12

NRMdirector JudithMcNicol

said:“Climate change is an issue

that affects us all andasmembers

of theworld’s leadinggroupof

sciencemuseums, it is right that

theNRM is involved in thedebate.

Sustainability is increasingly a

thread that runs throughall our

futureplanning fromourVision

2025masterplan toour public

programmeand I look forward to

confirming the first of our Climate

Talks.”

Topics for the firstwaveof events,

nowavailable tobook, range from

global greenhousegas removal

and the cleanenergy revolution

tohow theworkof astronauts and

space research is helpingus track

the effects of climate changemore

accurately thanever before.

Sustainablepracticeswill

inform thedesign andbuild of

newexhibitions and theGroup’s

masterplanprojects, includingbold

plans for theNRM, Locomotion

at Shildonand the Science and

IndustryMuseum.At theNational

CollectionsCentre inWiltshire,

construction is nearing completion

for theGroup’smost energy efficient

building yet, a publicly accessible

collectionmanagement facility

whichwill becomehome tomore

than300,000objects from its

collection.

➜Full details of theprogrammecan

be foundatwww.railwaymuseum.

org.uk/whats-on/climate-talks

THEFfestiniog&WelshHighland

Railwayshaswon through to the finals

of the InternationalTourismAwards.

Caernarfon station and the line’s

first class Pullman carriages have

been shortlisted by the British Guild

of TravelWriters (BGTW) or the award

for Best UK & Ireland Tourism Project

in the ‘BGTW International Tourism

Awards 2020’.

These prestigious awards recognise

excellence in tourism projects in

the UK and across the world that

members of the BGTW have visited

in the course of their travels and

which they believe deserve wider

recognition. Projects must have

started or opened within the last

three years. The nominated tourism

projects and initiatives were voted

on by all the members of the BGTW

during October.

Ffestiniog in line for top
tourism industry award

BGTW chairman SimonWillmore

said: “Each year our members

nominates tourism projects and

initiatives that they have visited and

feel deserve wider notice. Being

shortlisted as a finalist is not only an

achievement in its own right but also

recognition of the important role

the tourism project/initiative plays in

attracting visitors and boosting the

region’s/area’s visitor economy.”

Ff&WHR commercial manager

Clare Britton said: “We’re delighted

to be nominated. This has given us

a real boost and we look forward

to welcome back travellers to see

our new station and carriages that

have been built to further lift our

customer experience.”

The winners are due to be

announced onMarch 21 at the Savoy

in central London.
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The re-erectedBrunel canopy fromMaidenheadstation isnow illuminated.

Volunteers are completing tasks suchas repaving theplatform. TONY STEAD

Cholsey &Wallingford plans a
newengine shed
THECholsey&WallingfordRailwayhas

appealedfordonationstobuilda£60,000

locomotiveshed.

Plans for a 100ft steel-framed single

road locomotive shed atWallingford

were drawn up several months

ago, but lack of income during the

Covid-19 pandemic placed the

scheme on hold.

However, with the recent Culture

Recovery Fund for Heritage grant

of £15,700 to cover the line’s basic

overheads, officials are now looking at

a bigger project.

The planned relocation of Stoke

Canon signalbox is a high priority,

but the heritage line is waiting for

Network Rail to complete its processes

to release this.

The engine shed plans centre

around the use of the old

weighbridge from the days

when the site was occupied by

ABMMaltings. It will include an

inspection pit with sufficient space

between the line and the rear of the

platform to ensure there is room for

workshop equipment.

The facility will enable the railway

to undertakemore significant repairs

and restorationsmore quickly. An

as-yet-unnamed locomotive has been

identified as a possible candidate for

restoration in the new building.

The covered accommodationwill

also provide dry secure storage for

visiting locomotives, which in itself

can increase visitor numbers, an

important part of the line’s current

business plan.

With offers to helpwith

construction, the shed project has

been costed at £50-60,000. Officials

are now seeking funds to cover

40% of these costs to ensure that

the line’s financial reserves are not

depleted excessively.

Progress
Meanwhile, contractors for theerection

of theBrunelcanopyfromMaidenhead

stationhaveallbut finishedatWallingford

andvolunteersarenowcompletingtasks

suchas repavingtheplatform.

Numerous small improvements

such as Edwardian lamps, GWR

benches, trolleys and other artefacts

and an old red K6 telephone box

will all contribute to an enhanced

visitor experience. All this has been

made possible by donations from

supporters or with the help of local

businesses, including Grundons and

Oxford Construction Limited.

Help needed to run Yorkshire Wolds
extended passenger rides in 2021

THEYorkshireWolds Railwayhas

appealed for funds to allow it to run

passenger trains over its first 1000 yards

of track in 2021.

While the line at Fimber Halt on

the former Malton and Driffield

Junction Railway, which was closed

by BR in 1958, has not been open

to the public during 2020 due to

Covid-19, volunteers have been

improving the site in preparation for

the coming year.

To compensate for the resultant

lack of income, fundraising initiatives

have been launched to help the

railway reach its current goals of

finishing the siding, a key part of

the running line, and completing

the restoration of 1961-built BR 20T

Standard brake van No. B955043.

Support
In2019, the railwaywasawarded

£75,000 fromtheEuropeanUnion-

fundedLEADERprogrammetoallow it

to start extending from itsbase.

Chairman Phil Robson said: “The

funding grant awarded from LEADER

has allowed us to continue to lay

track through field two. This is now

complete and means we will be able

to offer rides along a full 1000ft of

railway line once we reopen.

“We have launched our ‘finish the

siding’ campaign to raise funds to

allow us to transport passengers

along the newly extended line, over

the point, back along the siding, and

then reverse the whole process. It

will be a great experience.

Resources
“Wealreadyhave the sleepers required

for this andarenow looking to

raise£3000 for the rails to complete

theworks.

“Our brake van restoration team

led by Andy Barwick and Keith

Jakowyszyn, have worked tirelessly

replacing timber, tidying metal work,

and making parts from new.We set

a funding target of £8000 back in

2018 to complete the restoration

work, and we are now on the final

stretch, for which we need to raise

the remaining £3000.We hope

to put the brake van into service

during 2021.”

➜Anyonewishing to support

theseYWRprojects or becomea

member is invited to visitwww.

yorkshirewoldsrailway.org.uk/support

Aswell as rebuilding the end of the

line’s Mk.1 brake coach and repainting

much of the interior, volunteers have

repaired and repainted twowagons.

The front of former Guinness brewery

Class 08 D3074Unicorn has also

been repainted, while the another

ex-Guinness locomotive, the smaller

Hibberd Planet 0-4-0DMNo. 3271

Carpenter is close to running again.

The line’sWickham trolley has also

returned to traffic.

Other projects, including installing

awater tower, building a GWR-style

shed for theWickham trolley and

laying a run-round loop atWallingford

are ongoing.

➜Therailwaywelcomescontributions

totheshedproject.Detailsofhowto

donatecanbefoundatwww.cholsey-

wallingford-railway.com/otherways

Also,would-behelpers are invited

to visitWallingford station todiscuss

how theymight get involved.

Volunteers are usually present on

Tuesdays,Thursdays andSaturdays.

THEKeighley&WorthValley

Railwayhasoffered tohelpwith

plans for amemorial to10men

whodiedduring thebuildingof

QueensburyTunnel.

At 2500 yards long, the tunnel

inWestYorkshirewas the longest

on theGNRnetwork at the time

of its opening in 1878. Around

600menwere employed on the

project, part of the GNR’s Halifax,

Thornton&Keighley Railway,

which involved the excavation of

180,000 cubic yards of rock.

In addition to thosewho died,

dozens of workers suffered

appalling injuries.

Future
Closed in1956, controversyhas

surrounded the tunnel’s future

for several years.TheQueensbury

Tunnel Society, supportedby

cyclinggroups, environmental

campaigners and two local councils,

is seeking to reopen it aspart

of a cyclepathnetwork linking

Keighley toBradfordandHalifax,

butownerHighwaysEnglandplans

toabandon the structuredue to

concernsover its condition,with

sectionsbeing infilled.However,

aplanningapplication, yet tobe

determined, has attractedmore

than7250objections.

Recognition
The tunnelwasnamed in the

VictorianSociety’s list of theTop

10Most EndangeredBuildings in

EnglandandWales for 2019.

To commemorate the navvies,

the societywant to erect a

memorial comprising two rows

of railway sleepers – one sleeper

for each of the 10 – either side of

the path connecting theGreat

Northern RailwayTrail to the

tunnel entrance.

Society officials have also

been exploring the possibility of

salvaging a collection of sleepers

from a tunnel on the former

Bradford toThornton line.

Memorial planned fornavvieswho
lost their lives constructinghistoric
GNRQueensburyTunnel
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StockportCorporationTramways sole survivorNo. 5back for Lightopia.HPTC

NorthWales slate industry veteranCackler is seenondisplayat Thursford in

NorfolkonTuesday,December8– completewith thePinkPanther sportinga

greasetop cap.CHRIS DAWSON

Stockport No. 5 stars in Lightopia
HEATONParkTramwaywill be fully

operational everyweekendduring

theaward-winningLightopia lantern

and light festival,which runsuntil

January10.

Manchester City Council has given

the all clear for the trams to run

during Lightopia, which is held in

the park.

KeithWhitmore, chairman of the

Heaton Park Tramway Company said:

“We are absolutely delighted that we

will be able to run during Christmas.

The tramway has been closed all

this season and following theft of

tramway wire last year, our season

was disrupted as well.

“We are really grateful that the city

council has declared our operation

as good to go and Covid safe and to

Transport for Greater Manchester for

their support in ensuring distancing

both on the tram and queuing to

board will be fully safe with hand

sanitiser stations provided.

“We are also excited that following

a seven-year overhaul, we will be

able to launch back into service our

Stockport Corporation No. 5 for the

first time and as a double deck open

top tram this will be extra special for

views of the Lightopia illuminations

from onboard the tram.”

The Lord Mayor of Manchester,

Coun Tommy Judge, officially

launched the Lightopia Tram Service

fromMiddleton Road tram depot on

December 4.

Cackler plays its part in
popular Christmas show
VISITORS to theThursfordCollection’s

festiveEnchanted JourneyOf Light

eventenjoyeda rare lookat thevenue’s

‘forgotten’narrowgauge locomotive,

Hunslet 0-4-0STCackler.

Built in 1898 for theDinorwicQuarries

in northWales, the‘Mills/Tramroad’class

enginewas last steamed in the early

1990sbefore theNorthNorfolk venue’s

running linewas lifted.

Now part of the reserve collection,

it is among the exhibits not normally

accessible to visitors during the

main season.

Sister locomotive Jerry M is

operational at Hollycombe Steam in

the Country at Liphook, Hampshire

– and has previously visited the

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland

Railways.

Youngstersget all the funof the fair andaSanta special too! Stanier 8F2-8-0No. 48305pulls awaywitha flourish fromavery

colourfulQuorn&Woodhouseon theGreatCentral RailwayonDecember9.ALANWEAVER

THERavenglass&EskdaleRailway is

to stage twospecial eventsover the

Christmasperiod.

Heritage RailwayWeekends will

take place on December 26/27 and

January 2/3.

Visitors can prebook journeys on

two vintage locomotives: Heywood

0-4-0T Katiewhich was built in

1896, and Bassett Lowke 4-4-2 of

1912 Synolda. Both locomotives are

usually housed at the Ravenglass

Railway Museum, as part of the

free attraction’s collection of more

than 3000 artefacts chronicling the

railway’s history since the 1870s.

Each trip also includes two static

photographic opportunities.

In addition to these events, a

special Christmas timetable for

regular daily services will run

between Boxing Day and January 3.

Tickets must be pre-booked.

Full details are available at www.

ravenglass-railway.co.uk

Christmas and
New Year trains
at La’al Ratty
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THENorthampton&Lamport

Railwayhas takenanother step

forwardwith itshalf-mile southern

extension, by signinga leaseona

strategicparcel of land.

The heritage line has leased land

at its proposed newBoughton

terminus from the adjacent

Windhover pub, owned by

Mitchells and Butlers.

The landwill allow the

construction of a bay platform

to accommodate a temporary

booking office and shop.

Eventually, it is hoped to add

a permanent station building to

the site.

Volunteers have already started

digging the foundations for the bay

platform, clearing the vegetation

andmaking preparations for

laying the track for the bay

and headshunt.

Elsewhere, the seven-arch low

viaduct that is Bridge 11 has had its

delaminated brickwork successfully

grouted, in readiness for the task of

inserting stitching rods. The viaduct

will then be complete and ready for

passenger trains.

In 2018, the railwaywas awarded

more than £60,000 in grant funding

towards completing the viaduct

restoration and the station, from

Daventry District Council and

LEADER, which forms part of the

Rural Development Programme for

England. However, the railway has

to raise £18,000 inmatch-funding

and has launched an appeal. So far

nearly £5000 has been raised.

To donate, visit www.

goldengiving.com/fundraising/

boughton-extension

Runningat line speed,GWRNo.1450andautocoachNo. 178 climbEardingtonBankonDecember9.

GWR0-4-2TNo. 1450 stopsatHighley, before returning to

BridgnorthonDecember9.

OnDecember9, its lastdayof service,No. 1450 runs

throughHamptonLoadestation.

Severn Valley says farewell to auto
tankNo. 1450 as boiler ticket ends
WordsandpicturesbyJohnTitlow

POPULARGWR0-4-2TNo.1450bowed

out instyleonDecember9,hauling

autocoachNo.178onfour returntrips

fromBridgnorthtoHighleyon itscurrent

SevernValleyRailwayhome.

No. 178was at Highley and the

autotank travelled light to collect it

early in themorning. Upon arrival of

the fourth and last train of the day into

Bridgnorth, it set No. 178 into a siding

before running on shed under its own

steam for its last fire to be dropped.

No. 1450 has been on borrowed

time after having its boiler certificate

extended fromApril 2020 until the

end of the year.

The plan earlier in the year had been

to run in the line’s autumn gala, which

was cancelled due to Covid-19.

During its stay on the line, No. 1450

had been a very useful engine and

was used frequently on footplate

experience courses. It has often been

in demand on charters and galas,

especially with autocoaches Nos. 178

and 238which are both resident on

the line.

Design
Thetype,designedbyCharlesCollet

andbuiltatSwindonWorks,were

originallyclassifiedas the4800class, they

wererenumberedbytheGWRin1946

becomingthe1400s.

Seventy-five examples were built

for workingmainly on small branch

lines. The first of them rolled off

the production line in 1932 and

No. 4850/1450 in 1935.

Under BR theywere classified 1P.

No. 1450was finally withdrawn

from Exmouth Junction shed inMay

1965 after a working life totalling

823,012miles.

It was bought by the nascent Dart

Valley Railway for what is now the

South Devon Railway and became the

line’s mainstay during the Seventies

and Eighties, spending its early

heritage era days running between

Buckfastleigh andTotnes.

In 1991, it was bought from the Dart

Valley by its present ownersMike Little

and the late Barry Cordell, directors of

Pull Push Limited. Barry’s widow, who

Land leaseboostsnewBoughton stationon railwayextensionproject

lives in America, inherited his share as

a sleeping partner.

No. 1450 ventured out on themain

line in April 1998, running three

‘Dawlish Donkey’trips between Exeter

and Newton Abbot.

Over the years, it has visited several

heritage lines, stepping out of its

territory on a visit to the Bluebell

Railway in 2008with No. 178. After 10

years on the Dean Forest Railway, it

arrived at the SevernValley inMarch

2014. The class and the autotrains that

they hauled are no stranger to Severn

Valleymetals as theyworked local

services in BR days and before.

Future
During2017/18whilewinterisedat

Bridgnorth,No.1450wasreturnedto

GWRliveryat theowner’s request for the

remainderof itscurrentboiler ticket.

Adecisionhasnot beenmadeabout

its future, but it is hopeddiscussionswill

takeplace in thenewyear. Retubing is

essential andgeneral overhaul costs

nowadays evenona small locomotive

can run into six figure sums. It is hoped

thatNo. 1450 can stay at its present line.

Three other 14XXs have survived into

preservation: No. 1420 at the South

Devon Railway; No. 1466 at Didcot

Railway Centre; andNo. 1442, the

only one of the four survivors never to

have steamed in the heritage era, at

TivertonMuseum inDevon.
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ByCedric Johns

FOLLOWING the recent death of owner

Barry Buckfield, (see issue 273) Andrew

Barclay 0-4-0ST Lord Fisher is to remain

in the care of theYeovil RailwayCentre

until 2022.

Discussion between the centre

and family representatives revealed

that the 105-year-old engine has

18 months of a 10-year contract

left binding on it to service with

the centre.

In a later meeting, Barry’s family

indicated that a trust would be set

up to safeguard the engine’s future.

Built at CaledonianWorks

in Kilmarnock, Lord Fisherwas

delivered ex-works to the Royal

Naval Airship Station, Kingsnorth,

Kent in 1915 and subsequently

transferred to the Air Ministry

at Farnborough.

In 1938, it was sold to Yorktown

(Camberley) & District Gas and

Electricity Company for use at

Blackwater GasWorks.

Sold on and used by a number

of commercial owners, the engine

was purchased by a group of

young enthusiasts from the Chapel

Tramway, Southampton in 1967 and

moved to the Longmoor Military

Railway in 1968.

Prior to arriving at Yeovil, Lord

Fisherwas in service on the East

Somerset Railway, moving to the

railway centre in 2011.

The engine was in steam

during December for the centre’s

abbreviated Santa weekends.

The event provided public income

for the first time since last March

when the centre was closed because

of coronavirus.

Lord Fisher to stay at Yeovil for now

CELEBRATINGthe75th

anniversaryof theThomas the

Tankenginebooks, ablueplaque

hasbeenunveiledat theauthor’s

formerhome.

The ReverendWilbert Awdry

wrote the first book inThe

Railway Series in 1945, and a

year later became the rector at

HolyTrinity Church in Elsworth,

Cambridgeshire.

Local conservation charity

Cambridge Past, Present &

Future installed the plaque on

the old rectorywhere hewrote

the books.

His daughterVeronica

Chambers, said shewas

“delighted andmoved”by the

unveiling of the plaque.

Siding reinstated at
Cyfronydd station

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine

G5 locomotiveproject
makesheadwayat Shildon
THEnew-buildproject to construct anewLNERG50-4-4T

continues tomakeprogress, despite theCovid-19pandemic.

Volunteershavebeenpaintingahostof components – the

insidesof the framealonehave takeneight coatsofpaint.

The buffers are being restored, which after being cleaned

up by volunteers, are being fittedwith replacement springs

by a local supplier. It is believed that fitting them to theG5

will be their third use – having been originally fitted to an

LNER steamengine and then a diesel shunter.

Details of how to support the Shildon-based project can be

found atwww.g5locomotiveltd.co.uk

Thomas creator
honoured

ASIDINGhasbeen reinstatedat theWelshpool

&Llanfair LightRailway’s intermediate station

ofCyfronydd,betweenLlanfair Caereinionand

CastleCaereinion.

After the ground for the siding was levelled

by a local contractor using an excavator,

members of the railway’s permanent way

team laid the track usingmaterials displaced

from elsewhere, including 45lb rail and Jarrah

wooden sleepers.

The previous siding at the location was

disconnected in June 2015. Other track work

underway on the 2ft 6in gauge line this winter

includes relaying the loop atWelshpool.
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ByRobinJones

TWO ladieswhobecamepartof the

legend that is theFfestiniogRailway

(FR)wereagainhonoured in this year’s

National RailHeritageAwards.

The winners of the awards’40th

anniversary year were announced at

a virtual presentation on December

2, the usual presentation ceremony

at the Merchant Taylors Hall in

London being cancelled because of

the pandemic.

The Hendy & Pendle Trust

Volunteers Award was won by the FR

for the restoration of the workshop

building at Minffordd.

Originally built in about 1920 as

a place of worship, the building,

named Gweithdy, was acquired

by the FR in the mid-Nineties for

use by the Parks and Gardens

department volunteers, who also

maintained the line’s signs. However,

over the years the condition of the

building deteriorated.

April 2018 saw the start of a

two-year programme to restore

the building. Structurally the work

included the replacement of the

badly-rusted steel roof and of the

corroded corrugated iron wall

cladding. In addition, all window

frames were renewed to the original

pattern, while the wooden structural

framing was also repaired.

Restoration
Internally,while themajorityofdoors

were retainedand repaired, several

replacementswereacquired locally to

replicate theoriginals.The tongue-and-

groovedwoodencladdingwas repaired

andagain carefully replacedwhere

necessary.Thekitchenand lavatory

areaswerealsobroughtup tomodern

standards includingdisabledaccess.

The judges said: “This is a superb

outcome. This building could easily

have fallen into such disrepair that

restoration was impracticable or

simply not an attractive idea. This

intervention has reversed that.

“The direction of this scheme

formed a notable last project for a

long standing FR stalwart – Eileen

Clayton MBE – who sadly died before

the work was completed, having

maintained her enthusiasm for and

involvement in the railway while

battling multiple sclerosis.

“It stands as an example of her

vision, her ability to enthuse and

direct others and is an excellent

exemplar to other supporters of

heritage railways of what can be

aspired too and achieved.”

As reported in issue 263, Eileen

passed away on December 27 last

year at the age of 75.

Keighley-born Eileen, whose

lifelong interest started as the only

female trainspotter at Hellifield

station, came to the FR when she

joined the teaching staff at Plas

Tan y Bwlch and soon incorporated

the railway into her course. She

became a volunteer at Boston

Lodge, eventually graduating to

double Fairlie fireman. She married

Neil Clayton, a Dee &Mersey Group

volunteer and they moved to

Penrhyndeudraeth to be near the

line.

In 2006, Eileen was made anMBE

for her FR efforts.

Every year the awards have some

slight quirk to them and this year has

proved to be no exception.

Amongst the entries were three

small – but important – schemes

that featured the restorations of

the graves of several people. In

recognition of this, the adjudicators

decided that each of the three would

be awarded a special chairman’s

Highly Commended certificate.

Certificates
AndySavage, executivedirectorof

theRailwayHeritageTrust, received

acertificate for the restorationof the

graveof FR figuresWill and Jonesat St

Garmon’sChurch, BetwsGarmon.

Bessie became famous in the 1930s

and later, in the early heritage era,

for her role wearingWelsh costume

in greeting trains at Tan-y-Bwlch,

whileWill was responsible for the

permanent way. Their grave reflects

this lifetime’s association with an

attractive side panel carved with

representations of the railway.

Erected in 1981, the headstone had

collapsed and lay on the ground in a

sorry state.

Andy sought to restore the grave

out of respect for the couple and a

restoration plan was agreed which

used new non-corrosive fixings for

a long and lowmaintenance life.

Restoration and cleaning was also

undertaken and new chippings

provided to improve the overall

impact.

The judges said: “This is a great

piece of work, both for the reason

for doing it and its execution. It is

something that could easily have

been overlooked. It reminds us

of the connection between these

people and the railway’s history, and

restoring the grave is a good way to

do that.”

The second certificate went to the

Parochial Church of the Harwich

Peninsula TeamMinistry for work

completed on the memorial to

Captain Charles Fryatt at Dovercourt.

Captain Fryatt was a civilian

non-combatant ship captain who

was executed by the Germans for

attempting to ram a U-boat in 1915.

The last was made to the Friends of

Scrayingham and Leppington Village

for the restoration of the grave of

George Hudson the ‘Railway King.’

Inher traditionalWelsh costume,Bessie Jones changes tokenswith the crewof largeEngland0-4-0STTWelshPonyat Tan

yBwlch in1936.Anieceof the residents atnearbyCreuau farm, shemetWill Joneswhenhebecameporter in chargeat the

stationand theymarried in1929. They lived in theTanyBwlch stationhousewhereBessiewasvolunteer stationmistress.

Shewas the subject ofmanypicturepostcardsandshe sold teas topassengers andpassers-byandcontinued todo this after

WorldWarTwo, even though the railwaywas closed. She continuedher teas andher costumedappearanceswhen the trains

returned toTanyBwlchdailyduring the seasonuntil theyboth retired in1968 toWill’s homevillageofWaunfawr. InMay

1969, they celebrated their rubyweddinganniversarywitha special trainhostedby the lateFlyingScotsman saviourAlan

Pegler. Bessiedied in1974. FR ARCHIVES

The restoredgraveofWill andBessie

JonesatBetwsGarmon.NRHA

Theaward-winningGweithdy

(theWelshword forworkshop) at

Minfforddon theFfestiniogRailway, a

project inwhich the lateEileenClayton

was thepowerhouse.NRHA

Ffestiniog Railway ladies celebrated
in twoNational Rail HeritageAwards
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Right: TheEast Lancashire

Railway’sRawtenstall station

canopywashighly commended

in the theLondonUnderground

Operational EnhancementAward.

The railway retrieved the late19th

centuryplatformcanopy fromthe

Lancashire&YorkshireRailway’s

Mumps stationatOldhamafter

itwas closed in2009, andspent

£50,000on re-erectingpart of it

at its northern terminus.Another

partwasused to construct anew

canopyatBuryBoltonStreet

station. The judges said that it is

anattractive schemewhichhas

improvedsignificantly the facilities

onoffer at the station.NRHA

Loftco carriedoff theSoutheasternCommercial RestorationAward2020 for

the restorationof theGrade II listedmainbuildingatCardiff Bay station,which

wasopened in theearly1840sby theTaffValeRailwaywhoseengineerwas

IsambardKingdomBrunel.Usedas the railway’sheadquartersuntil 1862,

it calledCardiff ButeRoad from1924 to1994. In the1980s the stationwas

restoredasa railwaymuseumbut, following themuseum’s closure in1997,

it stoodempty formore than twodecadesandbecamederelict. By2017, it

appearedon theVictorianSociety’s list of the10most endangeredbuildings.

Work started inNovember2018onaneight-monthproject costing£900,000

to convert thebuilding–nowrechristened ‘Platform’– into23officeunits,

alongwitha separate cocktail bar. The roofhasbeen re-slated, theprominent

chimneyshavebeen restoredand theexternal stuccohasbeen repaired

and repainted,while the survivingdoorandwindowfeatureshavebeen

retainedand repaired. The judges said: “Oneaspectof thedevelopment that

warrants special attention is the fact that thedeveloperhas tried toencourage

traditionalbuilding skills.”NRHA

TheDeanForestRailwaySocietywashighly commended in theHendyand

PendleTrustVolunteersAward2020 for the recreationof theUpplatform

shelter atParkendstation.Reopened forheritage services in2006, the final

elementof the station’s restorationwas to replace the lost shelter.One feature

of the reconstructionunlikely tohavebeen requiredon theoriginal are the

gates.Discreetwhen the station is open, thesearedesigned toprotect the

building fromthe localmarauding sheep,whichhavea somewhat fearsome

reputation! Theworkon the shelter is seenas the idealmemorial toMervyn

Thomas, the leaderof thevolunteers restoring the station,whodied in2018.

The judges said: “This is adelightful little railwaybuilding.”

TheUniversityofNorthampton’s entrywas judged thebestoverall in this

year’s competition. The conversionof theearly1870sGrade II listed shed into

accommodation for the students’ unionwasdescribedby the judges tobe

both “stunning”and“imaginative.” Following the creationof theLMS in1923,

the shedwas converted intoawagonworksand remained in railwayuseuntil

1998. Suffering firedamage in2000, it remained largelyunder-utilisedand

thenabandoned formore thanadecadebeforework commenced in2014 to

safeguard it. Internally, theoriginal ashand inspectionpitswereexcavated

and recordedbeforebeingcarefullypreservedunder thenewfloor. The

flooring incorporates a representationofwhere the trackonce stood.Also

coveredby theworkwas the small adjacentofficebuilding.NRHA

National RailHeritageAwards2020:
the full list ofwinningentries
■TheBamNuttall Partnership

Award:GreaterAngliaRailways, for

the restorationof themodernised

Grade II listed stationatHarlowTown.

Highly commended:Pitlochry salt

store,TauntonGreatWesternHotel

■TheNRHACraft SkillsAward,

recognising thebestuseof

traditional craft skills in the

restorationofabuildingor

structure:ColtConstructionLtd, for

theMidlandRailway signalboxat

Applebyon theSettle toCarlisle line.

Highly commended:Arnside

footbridge; Scarboroughexcursion

seat (seeNext Stop,page98).

■TheUrbanHeritageAward,

sponsoredby theArchCompany:

NetworkRail andLNER for the

impressivework completedat

Berwick-on-Tweedstationover

several years,work that recognised

notonly the importanceof the

station itself but also the sensitivity

of thehistoric siteonwhich it stands.

Highly commended:Shrewsbury

stationcanopy,Upminster station.

■CostainStructuresAward

for thebest restoredstructure:

NetworkRailworkundertaken in

refurbishing19th century railway

bridges inManchester, aproject

whichhas considerably improved

the streetscape.

Highly commended:Cogan

footbridge,NewMills

Newtown footbridge.

■TheLondonUnderground

Operational Enhancement

Award:NetworkRail andStory

ConstructionLtd, for the complex

workundertakenat Stirling station

inScotland in restoring theplatform

canopies and footbridge,while

incorporating successfully the

overhead lineequipmentassociated

with the25kVelectrificationof the

line through toAlloa.

Highly commended:East Lancashire

Railway’sRawtenstall station canopy;

Rhyl stationcanopies and footbridge.

■TheRailwayHeritageTrust

ConservationAward for thebest

restoredstructure supportedby

funding fromtheTrust:Greater

MorpethDevelopmentTrust,

NorthernandNetworkRail, for

the restorationof themain station

buildingatMorpeth.

Highly commended:Dumbarton

station roof tiles; Lanark

station railings.

■TheHendy&PendleTrust

VolunteersAward:Ffestiniog

Railway, for the restorationof the

GweithdyatMinffordd.

Highly commended: Irlamsignalbox;

DeanForest Railway’s Parkend

station shelter.

■TheNetworkRail Community

Award (anewaward):NetworkRail,

for the restorationof thehistoric

stationbuildingatGoostreyon the

CreweToManchester line, followinga

campaignby theFriendsofGoostrey

stationand the local community.

Highly commended:Cottingham

station,Dumfries station.

■TheSoutheasternCommercial

RestorationAward: Loftco, for the

restorationof thenearderelict –but

historically important –Brunellian

stationbuildingatCardiffBay.

Highly commended:Lincoln station,

WoodLanearches, London.

■Chairman’sSpecialAward:

IrishRail’s newoverall roof at

DublinPearse.

■NRHAaward for thebestoverall

entry in this year’s competition:

UniversityofNorthampton, for the

stunningconversionof the town’s

MidlandRailwayengine shedat

Northampton intoaccommodation

for the students’union.

■Chairman’s specialHighly

CommendedCertificates:

seemain story.
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AssemblymemberMark Isherwoodat theCorwen running-in

boardwithproject leaderRichardDixon-Gough. LR

Theenvisagedviewof theeasternendof theproposed

Corwencanopy,which cleverlyhides the controversial

strengtheningbeamsbetween theBlackfriars columns.

NEIL EVANS

Below:Anartist’s impressionof the

internal layoutof thenewCorwen

stationwaiting roomwith toilets and

disabled facility/assemblyarea. PAUL

REYNOLDS

Left:Withinweeks, supportershave

raised£25,000 including the£15,000

needed to renewthebaulk timbers

on the three-spanDeeBridge, as

reported last issue. Theold timbers

havebeen removedand thedeckhas

been scraped. It nowawaitspainting

withblackbitumenpaint asweather

allows.Newtimbers are scheduled

for early Januaryafter theyhavebeen

drilled to take the stretchers. Extra

money raisedby theappealwill buy

replacement sleepers for theBerwyn

Tunnel relaying job, tobe tackledonce

thebridge reopens. The reopening

of the linewill allowballast tobe

droppedatCorwen. PETER ROBSON/LR

WelshAssemblymember
impressed by newCorwen station
ByRobinJones

THELlangollenRailway’s evolvingnew

Corwen terminushasagainbeengiven

the seal of approvalby localWelsh

AssemblymemberMark Isherwood.

Making his latest visit to the

construction side on December 4,

the NorthWales MS said: “I always

enjoy my visits to the Corwen station

project and each time I am amazed

and impressed by the extent of

the development of the platform

and facilities, and this time was

no different.

“I was last there at the beginning

of the year, and what has been

achieved since then, in the midst of a

pandemic, is incredible.

“The island platform is essentially

now complete with its block paving

surface, and the historic columns and

steel work for the waiting room are

all in place, along with heritage items

with the name board and lamp posts.

There is further work to complete in

the new year, but they are on course

with everything.

“All the volunteers, staff and

supporters involved deserve huge

praise for what has been achieved,

particularly in these challenging

times. I am now looking forward to

prospects for the station opening

in 2021 and revisiting to see the

finished article.”

Meanwhile, following the

resignations of the directors from the

railway’s plc board over a difference

of opinion regarding the style of

the new Corwen station building,

as reported in issue 273, a ‘mini

redesign’bringing in GWR-style

features has been undertaken.

Heritage
Thedisputecentredaround theuseof a

setof cast-ironcolumns fromLondon’s

Blackfriars station,with somesupporters

arguing that replicaGWRversions

should insteadbe sourced.

An order has now been placed for

the manufacture and installation

of two strengthening steel carrier

beams which will link the three

■Fishplates andmatchingbolts
–£20.

■Oil tooperateanengineeach
day–£20

■Three sleepers –£50 (it
takes12 tomakeacomplete
trackpanel).

■Lengthof rail – £100 (two
rails areneeded for a complete
trackpanel).

■Complete trackpanel –
including rail, sleepers, spikes,
fishplates andbolts –£500.

■Brakeblock, usually changed
every twomonths–£200.

■Coal to run fromLlangollen to
Corwen return–£200.

■Monthlyboilerwashout –
£250.

■12firebars –£500.

■Repair abroken locomotive
spring–£1000.

■Newboiler pressure relief valve
–£2500.

■New live steam injector –
£5000.

Typical expenses
as suppliedby the
LlangollenRailway

pairs of Blackfriars columns around

the subway through the steel work

structure of the waiting room to

attach to the end pair of columns.

They will form the basis of the

canopy roof for the ultimate

design, manufacture and funding

of the ‘A’ frames, for which Barnett

Engineering of Rhosllanerchrugog

will again be the contractors.

The canopy will then disguise the

strengthening cross beams which

some found objectionable.

Planning for the brickwork

surrounding the steel girder work is

underway, for a volunteer building

project beginning in the new year. A

supply of bricks has been donated.

A Corwen joiner is willing to

provide the woodwork for the

doors and windows – with a GWR

style as heritage features for the

new building.

Work is now centred on the

signalbox, with glazed windows

in place, while the staircase and

veranda are awaited.

A target date of May 28 for the

official opening of the station is

envisaged. However, this is subject

to a host of factors – including

completion of the ballasting and

tamping of the track through the

loop, an official inspection and

Covid-19 restrictions.

Support
CorwenProject leaderRichardDixon-

Goughsaid:“Wearepleased thatMark

wasable to find the time tovisit the

station site for a catch-upwith thework

completedduring2020,despite the

limitations imposedbyCovid-19, and

appreciate theworkundertakenbyour

volunteers, and the financial help from

ourmany supporters.

“Although Covid-19 restrictions are

preventing the Llangollen Railway

from receiving any income, it is still

having to find £40,000 every month

to pay for its ongoing overheads.

“It has been an extremely

challenging year for them and

I therefore encourage people

to support them. Donations

to safeguard and support this

wonderful heritage railway can be

made to the Llangollen Railway Trust

and shares in the Railway can also be

acquired.”

➜The online appeal can be accessed

by visiting: llangollenrailway.

enthuse.com/cf/covid-19-appeal

Alternatively, supporters can

make a transfer to Llangollen

Railway CharitableTrust at sort

code: 53.81.03 account number:

23423455, or send a chequemade

payable to Llangollen RailwayTrust

c/o Llangollen Railway, The Station,

Abbey Road, Llangollen, LL20 8SN.
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THEBluebell Railwayhasbeenhosting

staff fromBalfourBeatty andPlasser

&Theurer for trainingon their new

tampers,whichareused tocompact

theballast andstabilise the trackbed

after relayingor trackmovement.

Bothmachinesareanewvariantnot

previouslyusedbyBalfourBeatty.

The railway has also been assisting

with the commissioning of the

machines to enable them to be used

on Network Rail.

As a result, sections of the heritage

line have been tamped to main line

standards – including the bank north

of Kingscote, the bottom of Freshfield

Bank and parts of the Horsted Keynes

Down yard.

IN BRIEF
➜ BRMk.1 RMB (Restaurant

Miniature Buffet) No. 1838

arrived back on Bluebell Railway

metals on December 3, after

undergoing structural repairs

at Cranmore Traincare and

Maintenance Services, a

trading division of Cranmore

Railway Company Limited, the

commercial arm of registered

charity the East Somerset

Railway. Built in June 1960 at

BRWolvertonWorks, No. 1838

joined the Bluebell fleet in June

1991 following withdrawal

from Intercity Cross-Country

services at Longsight depot. It

first entered Bluebell service at

Easter 1993.

➜ ISLE of Man Railway No. 1

Sutherland has recently been

moved across the main hall

at Port Erin Railway Museum

from the connected road.

The 1873-built Beyer Peacock

2-4-0T now occupies the plinth

previously home to 1926-built

No. 16Mannin, which was

removed earlier in the year with

a view to being returned to

action. Previously in the museum,

No. 6 Peveril is stored at Port

Erin carriage shed following

asbestos decontamination.

➜ A report by Buckinghamshire

Council has placed the cost of

regenerating HighWycombe’s

Grade II listed 1854-built Brunel

Engine Shed and surrounding

land at £4 million.

➜ THE Mid-Norfolk Railway (MNR)

has opened an online shop at www.

mnr.org.uk/shop/ The range includes

books, DVDs and toys – plus MNR

branded clothing and keyrings.

There are also a small number of

items to commemorate the line’s

25th anniversary, such as a one pint

tankard and fridge magnets.

➜ BARRETT’S Railway

Contractors has donated 350

concrete sleepers to the Gwili

Railway. These will be used

on relaying the running lines

and other projects such as

Abergwili Junction.

➜ THEWensleydale Railway has

welcomed a second series of the

revamped All Creatures Great and

Small TV drama, to be screened

on Channel 5 in 2021, after it won

the broadcaster its highest-ever

ratings for a drama commission.

The railway is planning some James

Herriot-themed special trains, which

will include a stop at Finghall Lane

– used to film ‘Darrowby Halt’ in the

original late 1970s series.

➜ No. 34028 Eddystone is set to
return to Swanage Railway traffic

for Easter following its overhaul.

Recent work has seen the team fit

electrics and pipework, followed

by painting.

Bluebell Railway on track with main line tamper training

SouthernRailwayU2-6-0No. 31806at Swanage stationwithaSteamandLights serviceonDecember5.Beforepassengers

boarded the trainat the station, adramatic switch-onof the train’s lights at theplatformtookplace.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

THESwanageRailway’s SaveOur

Service (SOS) appealdesigned to

replace income lostdue to theCovid-19

restrictions andallowthe line to

survive through thewintermonths, has

beenmaking rapid strides towards its

£360,000 target.

At the start of December, a total

of £333,145 including gift aid had

been raised.

To boost the appeal, a raffle for a

festive hamper was held on each of

its sell-out new Steam and Lights

services trains, with all the proceeds

going to the appeal.

Proceeds
Also,West Sussexwatercolour artist

Oliver Pyle, as reported in issue272,

is offering limitededitionprintsof

his fourpaintingsof the line’s steam

trains atbuy.myonlinebooking.co.uk/

swanagerailway/shop/product.

aspx?catid=12&id=9609with thenet

proceedsalsobeingdonated.

The line’s fundraising chairman

Randy Coldham, a Swanage Railway

Trust trustee and a volunteer

signalman on the line, said: “This

Steam and Lights festive hamper

raffle has been an amazing effort

with donations coming from far

and wide across the Swanage

Railway family.”

➜Donations to the appealmay also

bemade at saveourservice.co.uk

Last big push needed for Swanage SOS appeal

SevernValleyRailwayannounces2021operatingdates
THESevernValleyRailwayhas

announced itscalendar for

2021, coronaviruspandemic

restrictionspermitting.

The railway is scheduled to reopen

onFebruary 13, running services for

half-termuntil February 21.

The excursion services have

proved sopopular during the

Covid-19 restrictions that theywill

continue in addition to standard

service trains.

However, in a change toprevious

years, therewill beno services

betweenFebruaryhalf-termand

Easter.Therewill bedaily running

for Easter startingonApril 2,with

weekend running starting later

in themonth, anddaily running

betweenMayand the endof

September, followedbyweekend

andhalf-term running inOctober.

Special events havebeen

scheduled forApril 15-18 (spring

gala),May13-16 (springdiesel

festival) , June26/27 and July 3/4

(1940sweekends), September 16-

19 (autumn steamgala), September

30-October 3 (autumndiesel

gala) andNovember 5-7 (season

finale gala).

Apart from the season finale,

therewill beno trains between

October andNovember 25/26when

theChristmas season starts.The

railwaywill once againbe running

the sell-out Steam in Lights and

Santa specials (see feature, pages

52-57) andwill operate steam

services until January 3.

GeneralmanagerHelenSmith

said:“With thenewsof the vaccine

weare optimistically but carefully

preparingCovid-safe events,

that canbeexpanded should the

Government restrictions allow.

We’d like tobe able to reintroduce

footplate experiencedays, andwill

announce further events once they

are confirmed.”

Visitors are urged to visit

www.svr.co.uk to checkwhether

events go aheadasplanned, and if

others havebeenadded.
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Left: Tohelpaid the reinstatement

of compartments removedduring

No.58’sBRDepartmental service, a

mock-up isbeingbuilt fromsoftwood

inside.BRUCE ROBINSON/HBRSF

Right:AssistedbyHBRSFvolunteers,

the restorationofNo. 1 isbeing carried

outby students atHull College’s school

of constructionatQueensGardens.

CoachNo. 58 is just visible above

No.1’s roof.BRUCE ROBINSON/HBRSF

SouthernRailwayPMVNo. S2151wasdelivered toHull onNovember16, becoming the first railwayvehicle toenter

the formerCannonStreet station site formore than50years. The location isnowhometoHull college’smotor vehicle

workshops. JOHN VINCENTWRIGLEY/HBRSF

Breakthrough as chassis found for
vintageHull &Barnsley carriage
ByGarethEvans

THEHull&BarnsleyRailwayStock

Fund (HBRSF)hasmadeasignificant

step forwardwith itsproject to return

itshistoric four-wheeledcarriageNo.1

tooperational condition following the

acquisitionofa suitablechassis.

Progress has also beenmade

with the ongoing restoration of

bogie coach No. 58, which like

No. 1, is being restored by students

at Hull College with the assistance of

volunteers from the HBRSF.

As previously reported, No. 1, a

grounded body, relocated to the

college’s Queens Gardens site on

June 26 from the Elsecar Heritage

Railway, joining No. 58, which

wasmoved to the institution on

December 2019 from the North

Yorkshire Moors Railway (NYMR).

To help achieve the goal of

returning No. 1 to running condition,

the HBRSF consulted with other

heritage railway organisations

which have a track record in this

field – including the Ffestiniog

&Welsh Highland Railways, the

Bluebell Railway and the Isle ofWight

Steam Railway. After evaluating the

possibility of constructing all-new

running gear, it was decided to adapt

an existing chassis – following which

a search was conducted to find a

suitable donor vehicle.

Amajor breakthroughwas recently

reachedwhen the group secured

1942-built ex-SR PMV (Parcels and

MiscellaneousVan) No. S2151 from

Midland Railway – Butterley-based 9F

Association.

Site
October29 sawthe returnof rail track

to thecollege’sCannonStreet site

when lengthsof trackarrived from

Pickering, courtesyof theNYMR,which

has kindly lent the track to theproject.

Interestingly, the sitewasoncehome

to theHull&BarnsleyRailway’s (HBR)

CannonStreet station.

Opened on July 27, 1885 by the

Hull, Barnsley andWest Riding

Junction Railway and Dock Company,

which was rebranded in 1905 as the

HBR, passenger traffic ceased on July

14, 1924 when services were diverted

into Hull Paragon station by the LNER.

It was closed to freight on June 3,

1968. In 2005, Hull College built its

motor vehicle workshops on the site.

A set of the iron entrance gates with

the original company legend serves

as a reminder of the site’s past.

History wasmade on November 16

when No. S2151 became first railway

vehicle to enter the site for more than

50 years.

Current plans envisage the

completion of the bodywork and

conversion of the underframe being

undertaken broadly in tandem at

their respective locations in Hull. The

two structures will then be‘married

up’at Cannon Street – with the result

that a HBR carriage will manifest itself

on the site of the terminus.

However, before reaching that

point, several challenges remain to be

overcome. These include the need to

fund the design and certification of

the underframe conversion required

to permit passenger operation.

Graham Jessop, assistant director of

curriculum for electrical, engineering,

motor vehicle andwelding, said:

“We are delighted to be able to

support in the restoration of such

a worthwhile project. Our students

who currently study here and future

students will have the opportunity to

enhance their skills, while developing

an understanding of local history

which is massively important to us at

Cannon Street.

“Having the opportunity to

demonstrate their competencies

and skills, to work and create pieces

of work utilising drawings can only

be beneficial in the development of

our young students and essential to

their personal development, as well

as learning new transferable skills

preparing them for the real world of

work.We are excited to see how this

project and relationship develops.”

Meanwhile, at the college’s school

of construction at its Queens Gardens

campus, progress has beenmade on

1909-built six-compartment corridor

lavatory brake third No. 58.

After work resumed in September

following the easing of Covid-19

restrictions, a new, albeit temporary

waterproof membrane was fitted. The

roof was found to be in remarkably

good condition, a testament to the

quality of the 110-year-oldmaterials

and craftsmanship.

Reinstatement
At the same time, the remaining,

non-original internalpartitionswere

removed toprovideaclearworking

spaceonboard.Aplanofhowthe

compartmentswill be reinstatedwas

thendrawnup–quitea challenging

task, given thatnoneof theoriginal

compartments remainedand the

drawingswere found to throwupmany

questions.However, someclueshave

beenprovidedbyexaminationof the

carriage itself.

In order to aid the design and

planning for the compartment

structure, it was agreed that a

mock-up compartment should be

constructed from softwood. Such

an exercise is key to both build up

knowledge and resolve queries.

HBRSF spokesman Peter Cox told

Heritage Railway: “Both Nos. 1 and

58 have benefited from help from a

number of quarters, including staff

and students of Hull College, the

LNERCA and NYMR, as well as the

generous financial support fromwell-

wishers. Offers of assistance would be

most welcome.”

No. 1 is a lucky survivor. Built in

1885 by the Ashbury Railway Carriage

and Iron Company inManchester,

in 1919 it was sold to the Neath

& Brecon Railway, which at the

Grouping, became part of the GWR

as No. 4257.Withdrawn in 1925, its

body was sold for domestic use in the

Monmouthshire village of The Narth.

Acquired by the National Museum

ofWales in 1986 as the last known

surviving item of Neath & Brecon

Railway rolling stock, it remained

in themuseum’s store. Donated to

the HBRSF in 2012 after a collection

review, No. 1 moved to Elsecar in

2013.

When restored, No. 58 is due

to return to the NYMR for final

mechanical works after which it will

enter service for use on special days

and for film and publicity purposes.

➜Tohelpwith fundraising, a range

ofmerchandisehasbeenproduced

– includingmugs,mousemats and

t-shirts.Theseareavailable from

www.hullandbarnsleyrailway.org.uk
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Council: future of closed Elsecar Railway ‘will be secured’
BARNSLEYCouncilhas reaffirmedits

commitment tosecuringthe futureof

theclosedElsecarHeritageRailwayafter

itsoperatorsurrendered its lease.

As reported in issue 272, officials of

the trust which runs themile-long line

handed back the lease in July.

A local authority statement issued

in December said:“Elsecar Heritage

RailwayTrust has faced a number of

challenges and in July, the trustees

expressed that their best, and only,

course of actionwas to surrender

their lease to the railway sites which

are owned by Barnsley Council.

The railway sites include Elsecar,

Cortonwood and the railway line

between them.

“The railway is an important part

of Barnsley’s history and visitor offer.

We’re committed to securing the

future of the railway for residents and

future generations to enjoy.

“We’re workingwith Elsecar Heritage

RailwayTrust and undertaking

planning to establish away forward

for a heritage railway at Elsecar.

“For the time being, due to the

Covid-19 pandemic, railway events

will not be taking place, but our

fantastic Elsecar Heritage Centre is still

open for business. Cafes are open for

takeaways alongside the natural food

shop and beer tap.”

The venue’s other independent

shops, studios and the Elsecar

Antiques Centre reopened to the

public on December 2.

The line began life as the Elsecar

branch of the SouthYorkshire

Railway, which opened formineral

traffic onMarch 1, 1850, serving

Earl Fitzwilliam’s colliery in Elsecar.

That railwaywas taken over by the

Manchester, Sheffield & Lincolnshire

Railway between 1864-74.

TheMiner’s Strike of 1984-85,

which pitted the National Union

ofMineworkers led by Arthur

Scargill against Margaret Thatcher’s

Conservative government, began at

Cortonwood Colliery. OnMarch 5,

1984, miners at the colliery and others

inYorkshire walked out after being

told it was to close.

The last part of the branch fell

into disuse in 1984when the

colliery closed.

Barnsley Council bought the

trackbed in 1994 and restored the line

as a visitor attraction attached to the

heritage centre. In 2006, it handed

over its running to the trust and

leased the site to it.

The heritage line had faced several

demands on its resources in recent

times. It was said that an increasing

shortage of volunteers with the skills

needed to operate a railway led

to a contract with an engineering

firm being needed for essential

maintenancework.

Several months ago, its flagship

locomotive, the under-overhaul

Peckett OQ 0-6-0ST No. 2150 of

1954 theMardyMonster, was sold,

reportedly to a private buyer, allegedly

without the knowledge of board

members, and is now said to be at a

private site in theMidlands.

THE82-year-oldGrade II

listed roundeloutsideLondon

Underground’sUxbridge stationhas

beenbrought into the21st century

afterundergoing repairs.

The roundel, the totemholding

it and the internal electrics were

corroded and failing after eight

decades in the open air.

Transport for London (TfL) was

contacted by local passengers

and conservation officers

from the London Borough of

Hillingdon about its plight, and so

explored how it could restore the

local landmark.

Acknowledging that it was

important tomaintain the original

look and feel of the roundel,

working closelywith expert

signage contractor Links Signs Ltd,

and the heritage experts from the

local borough,TfL undertook a

full structural survey and agreed a

programmeofwork.

With the help of Links Signs,

TfL located original drawings and

images of the sign from the 1940s

in local council archives to help

base the improvements to the new

structure on.

The support structure holding

the roundel was beyond repair

so required replacement, and the

failed electrical components inside

the signwere also upgraded.

Around 90%of the original

roundel was able to be preserved,

including the original brass collars

holding it together. New energy-

efficient LED bulbswere also

installed alongwith refurbished

acrylics in-keepingwith the

heritage LondonUnderground

Johnston typeface.

Matt Brosnan, head curator at

LondonTransportMuseum, said:

“The roundel we know and love

today is one of themost iconic and

instantly recognisable logos in the

world – onewhich is woven into the

very fabric of our city. It’s wonderful

to see the local community in

UxbridgeworkingwithTfL to

preserve and restore their heritage

roundel to its former glory.“Right

across theUnderground you can

see glimpses of how the roundel’s

classic design has changed over

the years, and you can discover

more about its history at London

TransportMuseum in Covent

Garden and our

museum

depot

in Acton.”

Whatgoesaroundcomesa roundel – asUxbridge station sign restored

The restored

Grade II

listed

roundel

outside

Uxbridge

Underground

station. TFL

Bluebell RailwayBR4MT2-6-4TNo.80151 is seenatHorstedKeyneswith theKingscote-SheffieldPark ‘TheBlueBelle Luncheon’ serviceonNovember1.CHRIS LIVINGS
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Stephenson stone blocks now
cap Falling Sands Viaduct
ByRobinJones

SANDSTONEblocks‘recycled’from

GeorgeStephenson’sLiverpool&

ManchesterRailwayarenowadding

thefinishingtouches totheSevern

ValleyRailway’s£1.25millionschemeto

refurbishFallingSandsViaduct.

Four capping stones carved by the

SevernValley’s stonemason Philip

Chatfield – each taking around aweek

to carve –were lifted into place on

the Bewdley end of the viaduct on

November 19. Themovemarked the

culmination of weeks of exactingwork

for Philip, who carved the stones by

hand from reclaimed red sandstone

blocks, tomatch the existing capping

stones at the Kidderminster end.

The replacement stones weigh

around three-quarters of a ton each

and have been bedded on lime

mortar. Philip said:“I needed to get

the dimensions of the Bewdley end

stones exactly the same as those on

the Kidderminster side of the viaduct,

and I carved off a great deal of stone

from the tops to form the large slopes,

or chamfers to use the technical term.

There was a lot of hammer and chisel

work, and probably a quarter of a ton

of waste that came off each stone.”

Modification
The railway’s infrastructuremanager

Chris Bondsaid thecapping stones

wentmissingaround1972:“It seems

thatBritishRail started to takedown

and rebuild theparapetwalls and

remove thecorbelling fromtheviaduct,

presumably to reduce theweight for

some reason.Wecanonly assume that

partway through this, theyeither ran

outofmoneyor changed theirminds

and left it in its current condition.”

The new capping stones are

reclaimed red sandstone blocks,

recovered from recent works to a

viaduct that crossed the River Irwell

in Manchester and which formed

part of the Liverpool & Manchester

Railway, dating from the 1830

George Stephenson era.

Recent construction of the Ordsall

Chord hasmeant huge engineering

changeswere required for new

railway infrastructure towend its

way throughManchester. The old red

sandstone viaduct had to be partly

dismantled, so some of the old stone

became available, explained Philip.

“Thankfully, four blocks were large

enough to be sawn to the dimensions

I needed for the Falling Sands project,”

he said.“So, this historic railway stone

has now found another historic home

at SevernValley.

“The stone is what is calledTriassic

sandstone, or new red sandstone, and

is approximately 225million years

old.While carving the stones, I’ve

uncoveredwave-washed pebbles!”

Now there is a new‘secret’ feature of

the giant capping stones thatmight

puzzle future generations if andwhen

they come tomove them in years to

come. On the hidden side of one of

the stones, there is a carefully carved

capital ‘K’. That stands for Katie Isles,

the sitemanager for Falling Sands

contractor CAN Construction Limited,

whowas keen to have a go at stone

carving. Philip was happy to oblige

and reported that she had done

very well. However, the‘K’will be

completely hidden once the stones

are in place, and sowill remain a

SevernValley secret!

In addition to the capping stone,

decorative brick corbelling is being

added to the viaduct, although

appearances can be deceptive.

Despite looking, to all intents and

purposes, like brick, the corbelling is in

factmade of Glass Reinforced Plastic

(GRP). Thismaterial was chosen partly

because its low densitymakes it easier

to handle at height using rope access,

partly for its low cost, but also because

it simplified the project.

Method
Theproject’s civil engineer Jonathan

Symonds said:“Itwouldhavebeen

impossible tousebrickwithout

demolishingand rebuilding the

completeparapet,whichwouldhave

beenamammoth task.GRP isnow

commonlyusedonheritageprojects

to reinstate intricatedetails inbrick and

stonewhichwouldbevery costly todo

in theoriginalmaterials.”

In order that the GRP replacement

corbellingmatched the original,

a template wasmade from the

authentic brickwork tomake amould

fromwhich the individual pieces

could then formed using the GRP.

The planned completion date for

the project was December 14, with

seasonal train services uninterrupted

by remaining tasks. The project has

been funded by public donations

through the SVR CharitableTrust and

a substantial grant fromThe National

Lottery Heritage Fund.

Seven-arch Falling SandsViaduct

was completed in 1877 and 132 yards

long, carries the railway 64ft above the

Staffordshire &Worcestershire Canal

and the River Stour.

The 1874 contract for building the

viaduct specified that its masonry

should be“of the best quality of red

sandstone of the district”. InMay 1875,

contractor Charles Dickinsonwrote

to the GWR explaining his difficulty in

obtaining suitable stone for the piers

of the viaduct and requesting the

difference in price for it to be built –

end capping stones apart – entirely of

brick, to which the GWR agreed.

The all-brick construction of the

viaductmeant that historically it had

required relatively little structural

maintenancewhen comparedwith

the sandstone viaducts atWribbenhall

and elsewhere. However, by 2015 it

had beendetermined that extensive

repairswere needed to secure the

viaduct, afterwater seeped into

the structure causing cracks and

erosion, and a speed restriction

becamenecessary.

Thenewsandstone capping stones topping the

SevernValleyRailway’s otherwisebrick-built Falling

Sandsviaduct. SVR

Above:Made fromsandstone recovered fromthe

Liverpool&ManchesterRailway, oneof thenewcapping

stones ismanoeuvred intoplace. SVR

Thenewglass reinforcedplastic corbelling is

lowered intoposition. JONATHAN SYMONDS

Cap that! PhilipChatfield supervising the installation

ofoneof the capping stonesat theviaduct. CAN

Left: Katie Islesof CANStructures Ltdaddsa secret carving

tooneof the capping stones. PHILIP CHATFIELD
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Restorationappeal: Kent&East Sussex

RailwayvolunteerKevinBulled,who

has launcheda£66,000appeal to

pay for the completionof a carriage

restorationproject thatwouldenable

the railway‘s vitalWealdenPullman

dining train to returnnext year. KESR

ThirdPacer andClass 117DMUarrivalsbolsterMid-Norfolk railcar fleet
ByRobinJonesandGarethEvans

ATHIRDPacerunitandaClass117

DMUhavebeenmovedtotheMid-

NorfolkRailway (MNR) toboost its

expandingingrailbusfleet.

December 9 sawClass 144‘Pacer’

No. 144018delivered following its

withdrawal frommain line service

andacquisition fromPorterbook

Leasing.

MNRchairmanCharlie Robinson

said:“The acquisitionof‘Pacers’

by the railway is important, as

they join our first generation

ofDMUsandmean thatweare

assemblinga significant collection

of this oft-forgotten aspect of our

railwayheritage.

“‘Pacers’havehad, in some

quarters, a controversial past,

oftenbeingdescribedasnoisy

anduncomfortable, but youmust

remember thatwaswhen they

travelled at 70mphon thenational

network.Here theywill be travelling

atmuch slower speeds andwill be

anexcellentway to travel onour line

andenjoyour beautifullyNorfolk

country side views.”

OnNovember 11, Class 117DMU

setNo. L432ownedby long-time

MNRmember PaulHughes and

his sonMichael and comprising

DrivingMotor SecondNo. 51412

andDrivingMotor Brake Second

No. 51370arrived from theWhitwell

&ReephamRailway. Both cars are

under restoration, butNo. 51412 is

in better condition,with the aimof it

entering service in 2021.

This set operated at the

Chasewater RailwaybetweenApril

1994 andSeptember 2006, before

moving to theprivateTitley Junction

Railway inHerefordshire.

Michael said:“Theprojectwill

be able tomoveat a faster pace

towards full restoration thanks to

the excellent facilities the railwayhas

tooffer.”

Departure
Aspreviously reported, thearrival of

theClass117 followed theOctober

departureofClass 122‘bubblecar’

No. 55009 to theGreatCentral

Railway (GCR), after its ownerChris

Nesbit agreed for a full restorationby

RenaissanceRailcars.

Chris said:“I’mnowbased in the

EastMidlands and for some time I’ve

not beenable toworkonNo. 55009,

due to thedistance and the time it

takesme to travel to theMNR, so the

restoration topassenger-carrying

standardhas tobe achieved in a

differentmanner.”

Sincemoving to theGCR, abroken

windowhasbeen renewed, batteries

charged, the engines havebeen

started, and someminor repairs

to the vacuumbrakes completed.

Accordingly, No. 55009movedunder

its ownpowerwithin the confines of

LoughboroughyardonOctober 20.

Once fully restored,No. 55009

will enter service on theGCR,

including theMountsorrel branch.

However, Chris a long-timemember

of theMNR, said:“OnceNo. 55009

is restored andback inpassenger

service, Iwould like to see it visit the

MNR for agalaweekend.”

TheMNR’s ownClass 101 set is

currently undergoing restoration

in theDerehammaintenance shed

and is scheduled to be available for

service during 2021.

TheDereham-basedBRblue and

grey-liveriedClass 101 set, owned

by the50019RamillesGroup, is

currently available for service,

togetherwith theMNR’s own second

generationDMUs. It is expected to

havebothClass 101s (theother in

KESR volunteer launches
appeal as vital Pullman
dining train in jeopardy
ByGeoffCourtney

THEKent&East SussexRailway’s crucial

WealdenPullmandining train, one

of theheritage line’smajormoney-

spinners, is in jeopardynext yeardue

to theexpectednon-availabilityof its

regular kitchencar anddelays in the

restorationof its replacement.

Kevin Bulled, one of the Pullman

volunteers, views the situation with

such concern that he has launched

a personal appeal for £66,000 that

would see the replacement car’s

restoration back on track in time for

the return of the service next spring.

In an appeal to members, he said:

“The continued operation of the

Pullman is in jeopardy because the

current kitchen car, Diana, is unlikely

to be available for the 2021 season

as it needs major work. The project

to rebuild kitchen car RU1987, its

replacement, is being undertaken by

Arlington Fleet Services at its works

in Eastleigh, and was on track until

Covid-19.

“However, we lost most of our 2020

season revenue, meaning funds that

would have come from operational

revenue are no longer available

to complete the project. The 2021

Wealden Pullman season is critical to

the company’s financial well-being,

because it generates around 16% of

the railway’s total revenue that can

be used to support the other areas

of the railway.We really need to raise

the final £66,000 to complete the

project before summer.”

Funding
Kevin said that if eachof theKESR2500

membersdonated£20,withGiftAid

added theappealwouldbe successful.

This, he said, couldbedonated in

a singlepayment, or fourmonthly

paymentsof £5, equivalent to theprice

of twocupsof coffee.“That is all itwould

take tokeep theWealdenPullmanon

the tracksnext year.”

Dianawas built in 1959 as

unnamed BRMk.1 restaurant saloon

No. E1955, purchased by the railway

in 1979, and after restoration,

upgrading, and a repaint into

Pullman livery, entered service on

the railway’s wine and dine trains

in 1981, replacing the small pantry

car Barbara.

It was named Diana to mark the

wedding that year of Prince Charles

and Lady Diana Spencer, and another

Royal connection came in June the

following year, when the the Queen

Mother travelled in the coach from

Tenterden to Rolvenden during a visit

to the line.

KESR commercial manager

André Freeman said Dianawas an

immediate success and brought a

huge improvement in staff facilities

on the dining trains. “Gone were the

days of carrying on buckets of hot

water at stations, while the increased

space enabled a full service of high

quality cutlery and crockery to be

purchased, much of which remains in

use to this day,”he explained.

In 2002, the railway bought RU1987

from the Bluebell Railway partly as

back-up for Diana, and was stored

until funds were available for its

restoration to start last year. “This car

will replace Diana on theWealden

Pullman set and will provide a further

step up in facilities,” said André.

“Having been in near continuous

service since 1981, Dianawill be

overhauled and form the centrepiece

of a new daytime catering train.”

Kevin told Heritage Railway

that the estimated total cost of

restoring RU1987 was £250,000, and

contributions to date had included

a £74,000 grant under the European

Union rural development scheme,

which includes funding for the

development of rural tourism, and

donations by members of the railway.

He said additional income came

from the KESR 300 Club internal

lottery, while tips and gratuities given

toWealden Pullman volunteers by

passengers were all pooled to pay

for improving the train and service,

which“could be anything from

buying chef a newwooden spoon

to carriage restoration”. He said that

through this scheme volunteers had

put into or pledged £48,000 towards

the restoration project.

Operations
If Covid-19 restrictions allowand the

restorationofRU1987 is complete, the

first lunch trainnext year is scheduled

to runonMotheringSunday,March14,

and thereaftermost Saturdayevenings

andSundaysuntil theendofOctober.

➜Donations to theappealmaybe

madeathttps://kesr.org.uk/donate/

kitchen-car-appeal/
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Bodmin’s pannier to enjoy winter Spa stint
ByGarethEvans

THESpaValleyRailwayhasboosted its

steamfleet thiswinterwith thehireof

GWR0-6-0PTNo. 6435 fromtheBodmin

&WenfordRailway (BWR).

The 1937-built 64XX was due

to arrive in TunbridgeWells on

December 3, where it is set to remain

until the end of March, after which

it is hoped the BWRwill be able to

resume its passenger operations.

The versatile locomotive hauled

some of the line’s Santa specials in

top-and-tail fashion with Class 73

No. 73140.

The pannier should be in fine fettle,

having received a substantial amount

of attention from the team at the

BWR. This has included the fitting of

six new tyres, a task carried out by

South Devon Railway Engineering at

Buckfastleigh. It is believed to be the

first set of new tyres No. 6435 has had

since being bought from BR in 1965.

No. 6435 is the secondmember

of the class to operate on the Spa

Valley – the first being No. 6412 in

December 1998 for that season’s

Santa specials. Then owned by the

West Somerset Railway Association,

No. 6412 also became the first ex-

main line steam locomotive to work

on the route in the heritage era.

Purchased by the South Devon

Railway in 2008, No. 6412 is currently

on hire to the Chinnor & Princes

Risborough Railway, where it is due

to remain into 2021.

Meanwhile, the BWR’s other

operational GWR 0-6-0PT, No. 4612

is expected to remain at the Nene

Valley Railway until at least March.

Having arrived in the east of England

in March, only for the enforced

national Covid-19 shutdown to be

implemented, No. 4612 returned

to Cornwall.

With the gradual easing of

Government Covid-19 restrictions

at the time, No. 4612moved back to

Wansford in August.

GWR0-6-0PTNo.6435 is seenwithanautotrainatCharlie’sGateon itshome line, theBodmin&WenfordRailway inCornwall.OLLIE RIDGE/BWR.

Last UK steam locomotive in ‘real’
use to steam again in South Africa
THENorthBritishLocomotiveGrouphas

signedadeal for therestorationof its

RobertStephenson&HawthornsSouth

AfricanRailwaysClass19D4-8-2No.2767.

The group has entered a loan

agreement with theMpumalanga

Rail Company, whichwill restore the

locomotive and use it for 10 years after

it re-enters service in South Africa.

After three years of storage at

Creighton, it is being taken to Pretoria,

whereWonder SteamTrains will

carry out the restoration. From there,

it will move toMiddelburgwhere

Mpumalanga is based.

The Class 19Dwas themost

numerous South African branch line

locomotive. A total of 268 locomotives

were built to the design, including

ones sold for use in the former

Rhodesia and Angola.

Built at Darlington in 1947, No. 2767

was one of the last conventional

British steam locomotives in regular

service anywhere in theworld,

operating at the Sappi Saiccormill

in KwaZulu-Natal until it was taken

out of service in August 2015. Sappi

Saiccor then donated the locomotive

to the group.

Class 19D4-8-2

No. 2767 leaves

Creighton for

Pretoria to

start anew

leaseof life.

JOHAN VAN

RENSBURG/NBL

Theunloadingof theClass 117DMUatDerehamnearly completion following

its arrival onNovember11.MNR

BRgreenwithwhiskers) ready for

next year’s running season, andalso

bothClass 142Pacers, Nos. 142061

and142038,which arrivedearlier

in 2020,will alsobe available to

broadenoff-peak runningoptions.

Elsewhere, two-car Class 117DMU

setNo. 117313, comprisingDriving

Motor Brake SecondNo. 51339

andpartnerDrivingMotor Second

No. 51382were relocated from the

East Lancashire Railway to theColne

Valley Railway in earlyNovember

after itwasboughtbyPressedSteel

Heritage Ltd. It is intended the

setwill join theowner’s Class 121

‘bubblecar’No. 55033,which is also

operational.
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RARERAILWAYLITERATURE
from the late SirWilliamMcAlpine’s
collection sells for £160,000 at auction

Enthusiast andbibliophile: SirWilliamMcAlpine inhis studyathome,which

contained someof the rarestbooksandother railway literature inanyprivate

collection.GEOFF COURTNEY

ByGeoffCourtney

ONEof theworld’sgreatestprivate

collectionsofearly railway literature,put

togetheroverdecadesby formerFlying

Scotsmanownerand life-longsteam

enthusiastSirWilliamMcAlpine,went

underthehammerfor£160,000atahigh-

profileandeagerly-awaitedsaleheldby

ForumAuctions incentralLondonon

November19.

Comprising rare books,

photographs, manuscripts, early

Bradshaws – including 23 for one year

alone – legal documents, andmuch

more, the collectionwas described in

the catalogue by EdMaggs and Hugh

Bett, of antiquarian bookseller Maggs

Bros, as“fascinating and balanced.”

Contents
Thecollection, saidMaggsandBett,

included rare colourplatebooks from

theearliest daysof rail,manuscript

material fromtheStephenson family,

legal andcommercial recordsof

someof thegreatest commercial

enterprisesof the industrial revolution,

andphotographsand literatureof

thousandsof engines. “Like all great and

big collections, it gavean ideaof the

enterprisebeing recorded,”theywrote.

The highest realisationwas

£22,000 for an albumof 150 original

manuscripts, notices, letters, and other

items from the birth of railways in

Great Britain and overseas, including a

letter from JamesWatt to John Rennie

in 1791, and seven letters written

by George or Robert Stephenson

between 1821 and 1852.

Behind at £17,000 came another

album, containingmore than 200

prints, including original watercolours,

engravings and lithographs, two

of whichwere hand-coloured

aquatints from 1833 of the Liverpool

&Manchester Railway, which had

opened three years earlier as the

world’s first inter-city railway.

Five hand-coloured aquatints of

the Dublin & Kingstown Railway

contained in a first edition eight-

page catalogue, described by the

auctioneers as of“great rarity,”sold for

£12,000.

The aquatints were dated and

watermarked 1834, the year in which

the line, Ireland’s first passenger

railway, opened.

The catalogue entry for this lot

included a quote from aMr O’Hanlon,

an opponent of the line, who told

a House of Commons railway

committee a year before its opening:

“It would be amonstrous thing that

the solid advantages of commerce,

manufactures, and all the blessings

resulting therefrom, should be

sacrificed to a few nurserymaids

descending from the town of

Kingstown to the sea at Dunleary to

perform the pleasures of ablution.”

Realisations
Four-figure realisations included£7000

foracollectionof141different issuesof

Bradshaw’sRailwayCompaniondated

1840-46all inoriginalclothcovers,

and£5000foracirca-1907catalogue

issuedbyStone&CoofDeptford

promoting its railwaycarriageelectric

lighting,cooling,andheatingsystem.

This latter itemwas accompanied

by catalogues from a number of

British and American locomotive

manufacturers, including North

British, Hunslet, Hudswell Clarke,

Beyer Peacock, and Baldwin.

Three lithographed plates of

the GWR and Bristol & Exeter

Railway fetched £4000, one of their

attractions being that theywere in

their original buff wrappers.

Theywere dated from circa 1835,

the year the GWRwas incorporated by

Act of Parliament and the year before

the Bristol & Exeter was approved.

Prices exclude buyer’s premium

of 25%.

Cosima Benson-Colpi of Forum

Auctions toldHeritage Railway: “The

collectionwas not only a testament to

SirWilliam’s life-long passion, but was

also quite outstanding in the rarity

of some of its contents. SirWilliam

shared his enthusiasmwithmany, and

is remembered as onewhomade little

distinction between volunteers on his

own railway, and cabinetministers.

“Its sale opened the door for

all to join in appreciation of his

contribution, share his passion, and

celebrate a fellow great enthusiast.

“Among themost extraordinary lots

were stunning depictions of railways

across the country dating from the

earliest days.

“One particularly noteworthy

example was the beautiful aquatint

views of the Dublin & Kingstown

Railway, and two other highlights

were the spectacular albums

documenting the beginnings of the

world’s railways.”

SirWilliam, known fondly to somany

simply as ‘Bill’, was one of the country’s

most respected and admired railway

enthusiasts whose passion and energy

seemingly knew no bounds.

He died inMarch 2018 at the age

of 82.

Colourful rarity:An illustrationof theopeningof theMunich-AugsburgRailway

onSeptember1, 1839. Thehand-coloured lithographwas inanalbumthat sold

for £17,000at the saleof theSirWilliamMcAlpine collectionof early railway

literature in central LondononNovember19. FORUMAUCTIONS
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Markat thebridgebuilt by theCDRusingold sleepers, showing theold rail used

to support the railings.DONEGAL RAILWAYHERITAGE CENTRE

Theoverhauledand testedboiler

ofGWR4-6-0No. 4079Pendennis

Castlebeing reunitedwith the

frames inDidcot’s lifting shop. FRANK

DUMBLETON

ByRobinJones

GWRiconic4-6-0No.4079Pendennis

Castle is set toreturntoactionat the

DidcotRailwayCentrenextsummer,

after itsboilerwasreunitedwith its

framestomarkthefinal stagesof its

long-runningoverhaul.

Theboilerwas loweredback

into the frames atDidcot inmid-

November following the successful

first steamingof theboiler for the

first time in 26 years onOctober 3, as

highlightedonour cover last issue.

The locomotive, onceownedby

SirWilliamMcAlpine,who sold it to

Hamersley Iron inWesternAustralia

in 1977 for useby its Pilbara

Historical Railway Society, last ran

onOctober 15, 1994, andwasgifted

to theGreatWestern Society,which

agreed to finance its restoration to

main line running condition. At the

conclusionof a 10-week voyage,

No. 4079arrivedback in England

on July 8, 2000, 23 years onemonth

andeight days after it left.

Restoration
Sincethen, ithasbeensubjected

toathoroughrestorationbythe

society.Workontheboilerhas

includedattentiontothestays– the

crownstays inparticular–seam

andfoundationringrivetsanda

complete retube.

Theproject teamcompleted

most of theworkon the frames and

motionprior to turning its attention

to theboiler tominimise the chance

of delays usingupvaluable time

on theboiler ticket.Tasks tackled

over thepast twodecades include

removal of electrical fittings andan

antipodeanair-brake system that

it acquired inAustralia, renewal of

almost the entire dragbox and the

fittingof newcylinder drain cocks

and cylinder liners.

No. 4079was completed at

SwindononMarch4, 1924and

allocated toOldOakCommonshed.

In 1925, itwasborrowedby the

LNERaspart of trials against the

thennewA1Pacifics. Running from

King’s Cross toGrantham, andKing’s

Cross toDoncaster, itmade the

ascent fromKing’s Cross to Finsbury

Park regularly in less than six

minutes, a feat that thePacificswere

unable tomatch.

Bought fromBR in1964byMike

Higson, itwasmoved to the Southall

RailwayCentre andappearedat one

of the society’s first opendays in

1965. Sold to apartnershipof John

Gretton andSirWilliamMcAlpine, in

1967 itwasmoved toDidcot depot,

where the societymade its home.

Itwas latermoved to the former

SteamtownmuseumatCarnforth,

now theheadquarters ofWest Coast

Railways,where SirWilliamheld

controllingownership.

Didcot’s chief executive Emma

Jhita said:“Next yearwewillmark

the society’s 60th anniversary

andhavingNo. 4079 in actionwill

certainly add to the celebrations.

It’s beena special engine, ever-since

the famous locomotive exchanges

of 1925and its renaissance is

the latest in a series of ground-

breakingprojects that havebecome

synonymouswithDidcot over the

past six decades.”

Another development atDidcot

in lateNovember sawEmmaand

local councillorMockyKhanboth

appointed to the society’s board.

Emmawill join theboard in

Februarywhen she stepsdown from

her current position to joinHistoric

England. She commented:“The

railway centre is a special place, and

I amvery keen to remain actively

involved in supporting the society.

“The strong leadershipof the

board and seniormanagement

teamwill ensure continuity at this

time.With somuchpotential as a

heritage venueand livingmuseum,

I amcommitted to continuing to

support the centre, GWSmembers

andaudiences on this journey.”

Experience
Mocky isa localentrepreneur

specialising innewbusiness

development, sponsorshipand

partnershippromotionsand isa

memberof theChartered Institute

ofMarketing.Healsoservesasa

councilloronbothSouthOxfordshire

DistrictCouncil andDidcotTown

Council.

He said:“I’ve interactedwith the

Centre on several levels, visiting a

number of timeswithmy family

andattendingevents inmyofficial

capacity. It is a keyplayer in the local

tourismeconomy. I’mdelighted

tobe joining theboard and look

forward tohelping the society

continue togrowanddevelop.”

Society chairmanRichard

Preston thankedEmma for her

“tremendous efforts”over the

past 18months, adding:“I amvery

pleased that Emmahas accepted

our invitation to join theboard and

thatwewill continue tobenefit from

her insight andknowledgeas a

museumprofessional.

“One of her achievements is

in driving forward the changes

necessary to create a professional

seniormanagement team,which

now runs day to day activities.

That allows the Board towork in an

increasingly non-executive capacity

and concentrate on governance

and strategy, particularly fund-

raising, whichwill be vital

going forward.

“I’malso thrilled tohaveMocky

as adirector. His business acumen

andexperience in settingpolicy

for officers to implement is directly

transferable to the Society’s

business and iswhatweneed.”

It is hoped tohave anewchief

executive inplace early in 2021.

PendennisCastleboilerbackon frame in readiness for 2021comeback

Museummoment rediscovers ‘lost’ railcar halt
ByHughDougherty

ADRIVEbyDonegal RailwayHeritage

Centre tokeep themuseum in the

public eyeduring lockdown,has

resulted in the rediscoveryof a‘lost’

CountyDonegal Railways railcar

halt betweenBarnesmoreHalt and

LoughEske stationon the railway’s

Stranorlar-Donegalmainline.

The centre came up with the idea

of short video clips onYouTube,

showcasing the museum, and

dubbed ‘MuseumMoments’. In the

latest, released in November, centre

chairman Mark McDaid rediscovers

Dunnion’s Halt, which has been

largely forgotten since the railway

closed in 1959, and was lifted

in 1960.

Mark was able to access the

trackbed to film the short, stone

platform, which was not built by

the CDR, but by local people in

Townawilly who wanted to be able to

board the new railcars which came

into service on theWest Donegal

section in the 1930s.

The halt was never listed in public

timetables, but was known to crews

and local people as a designated

railcar stopping place.

“Building the halt at local expense

was an early form of crowdfunding,”

said Mark. “What the railway did,

was to provide a bridge over the

Lowerymore River to allow local

people to access the platform, and

the bridge, built of sleepers and

old rails, is still there today.”

Mark shows viewers the platform

and bridge in the video which

comprises footage of the CDR in

action, including a cine film taken

from a railcar near to Dunnion’s Halt,

so called, because the land around

the railway at that point, belonged,

and still belongs to the Dunnion

family, somemembers of which

worked on the railway.

See the MuseumMoment at tinyurl.

com/Dunnions-Halt

Astill fromtheMuseumMomentvideowithMarkMcDaidbesideDunnion’sHalt.

DONEGAL RAILWAYHERITAGE CENTRE
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WR 4-6-0 No. 7820 Dinmore Manor powers past
Hayles with a Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway
‘Santa Experience’ service on December 6. The
socially-distanced trains sold out a week before the
first ran, all of them starting from Toddington and
taking families to meet Santa at Winchcombe, which
had been converted into the ‘North Pole’. The railway
plans to run a daily service from December 27
to January 3 over the entire 14-mile line: see
www.gwsr.com for booking details. IAN CROWDER



MaunsellU2-6-0No. 31806undertaking its
main line loaded test runatWarehamtoYeovil

JunctionviaWeymouthonApril 13, 2018.
It hauled its inaugural railtour ‘TheGreatBritainXI’

fromYeovil Junction toSwanageonApril 26
that year.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

TheSwanageRailway’s Class 121

‘bubblecar’No. 55028passes

averyautumnal Furzebrook

whileundergoinga test runon

November13. It is oneof four

DMUvehicleswhich comprise the

main line fleet for theproposed

regular services fromSwanage

toWareham–theothersbeing

a three-carClass117, comprising

carsNos. 51356, 59486and51388.

Theywereupgraded tomain

line standardsandoverhauled

byArlingtonFleet Services at

EastleighWorks, andarenow

stabled in theCorfeCastlediesel

depot.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Swanagewins £50k government
grant forWareham service study
ByRobinJones

SWANAGERailwayvolunteershavewon

aGovernmentgrantofupto£50,000

topay foranupdatedfeasibility study

andbusinesscaseaimedat reinstating

apublic servicetoreconnect theresort

withthemain lineatWareham.

South DorsetMP Richard Drax has

welcomed the awarding of the grant

from the Department for Transport’s

national ‘Beeching reversal’Restoring

Your Railway Fund as“an important

step to ensure our iconic railway

sustains its place in our hearts and

our livelihoods”.

Services between Swanage and

Warehamwere controversially axed by

BR in January, 1972, with 6½miles of

the single track line from Furzebrook

to Corfe Castle and Swanage being

lifted in just sevenweeks that summer.

Today’s Swanage Railway has

been rebuilt from nothing since

1976. In 2014, the heritage line was

connectedwith the national railway

system – nearWorgret Junction, south

ofWareham, on themain London

toWeymouth line – thanks to an

innovative signalling system linking

the heritage linewith Network Rail.

Feasibility
ConservativeMPMrDrax said:“I am

delighted that theSwanageRailway’s

submission to the fundhasbeen

successful.Thiswill allowadetailed

scopingexercise tobedone to seehow

train services canbeexpanded to the

main lineWareham,bringingmore

trains to the stunning resortof Swanage

which, in turn,will bringmoreeconomic

benefits to the local area.

“Moremoneywill be needed before

expansion plans can be executed, but

this is an important step to ensure our

iconic railway sustains its place in our

hearts and our livelihoods.”

Railway chairman and volunteer

signalman Gavin Johns said:“We’re

delighted that an updated and

detailed feasibility study and business

case into our plans to operate train

services from Swanage and Corfe

Castle to themain line atWareham

has been successful.

“The grant will pay for a fully

updated feasibility study, andwe

hope a positive business case, for

a passenger train service between

Swanage andWarehamonce the

coronavirus pandemic is over.”

Swanage Railway ProjectWareham

directorMarkWoolley, a volunteer

for 35 years, said:“We hope that the

new feasibility study and business

case – last carried out 12 years ago in

2008 –will be wide-ranging and fully

take into account our existing award-

winning heritage railway.

“We are also hopeful that thework

will also help us identify potential

sources of further funding to provide

the necessary train servicing and

maintenance facilities to achieve this,”

Rail Minister Chris Heaton-Harris

said:“For towns and villages left

isolated and forgotten by Beeching

cuts, restoring a rail line or a station

has the potential to revitalise a

community. It breathes new life into

our high streets, drives investment

in businesses and housing, and

opens new opportunities for work

and education.

“The dedication and determination

shown in Swanage, with volunteers

painstakingly restoring the line,

underlines just how important these

connections are. The potential to

transform a steam train service into

amodern, reliable link will transform

the town.

Connections
“Bybuildingbackwithareal focuson

betterconnections,andsupporting left

behindcommunities,wearedelivering

ourpromise to levelupthiscountry,”

headded.

During summer 2017, the heritage

line ran a 60-selected-day trial diesel

train service toWarehamwhich

saw four trains a day operate from

Swanage toWareham.

Another of the 15 schemes listed

in November for £50,000 feasibility

study grants under round two of

the Beeching reversal fund is the

restoration of the line between

Stratford-upon-Avon, LongMarston

and Honeybourne on the Oxford to

Worcester line.

The linewas part of the GWR’smain

line from Birmingham to Cheltenham,

whichwas closed south of Stratford

in 1976 following a derailment at

Winchcombe. The Gloucestershire

Warwickshire Railway, which rebuilt

part of the lifted route from scratch,

originally had aspirations to run to

Stratford, hence theWarwickshire in

its title. A separate group, the Stratford

& Broadway Railway Society – formed

to rebuild the section between both

towns, andwhichwas based at Long

Marston – later folded and transferred

resources to theVale of Berkeley

Railway scheme.

The GloucestershireWarwickshire

Railway, however, still aims to extend

to Honeybourne, creating amain line

link, and in theory, if the line north

from there to Stratfordwas rebuilt,

could see a future extension of

VintageTrains’‘Shakespeare Express’

and othermain line charters from

Birmingham and beyond.

The other projects listed in the

November announcement are

the reopening Beeston Castle and

Tarporley station, Cheshire; the

reopening St Anne’s Park station,

Bristol; the reopening Ferryhill station,

County Durham; reinstating links

between Bolton, Radcliffe, and Bury,

GreaterManchester; new stations

inWaverley, SouthYorkshire; a new

station in the Langport/Somerton area

of Somerset; improved services from

MeltonMowbray; improved services

from Falmouth; upgrading the South

Fylde line in Lancashire, upgrading

theMaidMarian line between

Nottinghamshire andDerbyshire;

reinstating rail access to Cirencester;

restoring the South Humber rail link

in Lincolnshire; and new link between

Consett and Newcastle.
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Coronavirus causes cancellationof
Connemara steamtrain trips
ByHughDougherty

PLANS to runa3ftgauge steam

trainovernearly1.5km (0.9miles)

ofnewly-laidnarrowgauge track

atMaamCross Stationon the

abandonedGalway-Clifden line in

2020, had tobecancelledbecause

ofCovid-19 restrictions.

Project chairman JimDeegan

has vowed to run the trains

in 2021 tomark the 125th

anniversary of the opening of

the station, aswell asmaking a

very visual statement about the

Connemara Railway project’s

determination to bring steam

back to the line, which closed

in 1935.

Jim said:“Whilewe are

disappointed thatwe couldn’t

go aheadwith narrowgauge

steam in 2020, we didmanage to

carry out a considerable amount

of work atMaamCross. This has

included laying track, whichwe

sourced fromBord naMona,

erecting a station nameboard and

level crossing gates, and generally

improving the station site.We also

confirmed arrangementswith an

Irish narrowgauge railway, details

of whichwewill make public in

due course, for the hire of a steam

locomotive.

“We’ve had excellent support

from volunteers, including,

I’m delighted to say, several

local people. However, like

every railway project, we are in

desperate need of funds is we

are to take this exciting project

forward. Our eventual aim is to

restore the standard gauge layout

of the station and to run 5ft 3in

gauge trains over a section of

track beyond the station limits as

a fully-workingmuseum.

“If anyone can help, and I

know that there aremany,

many heritage railway appeals

underway just now,whilemany

people are strapped financially,

please give anything you can

viawww.gofundme.com/f/

connemara-railway-project aswe

really want to see steam return to

this beautiful part of Connemara.”

Bridgnorth’s new-build forgeson
DESPITE the nationwide cycle of

easing then increasing restrictions

in order to prevent spreadof

Covid-19, the new-build project to

construct BR 3MT2-6-2TNo. 82045

at the SevernValley Railway

continues tomake steadyprogress.

In recent months, the focus

of volunteer efforts has been

on the two pony trucks,

while the railway’s full-time

boilersmiths have continued with

firebox work.

Lubrication pipe runs supplying

the pony trucks and two drainage

pipes from the coal space have

been fitted underneath the

bunker – tasks which need to be

carried out before the rear pony

truck is in place.

On November 4, the day before

the England-wide lockdown

came into effect, a milestone was

reached – the front pony truck

was fitted on to its wheels.

Work has also progressed at

Stephenson Engineering on the

reversing shaft, the radius rods

and the crosshead arms which

connect to the union links.

The production of the firebox

continues, with various sections

beingmarked out for hole drilling

and trial assembly. Parts of the

rocking gratemechanism have

also been fabricated.

Fabrication of the various

pieces of cladding sheets around

the cylinders and steam chests

has continued. The cladding

sheets for the two front corners

of the Belpaire firebox have

beenmanufactured by the panel

beating team at Classic Motor

Cars Ltd. of Bridgnorth.

➜Details of howyou can support

the project can be found at

www.82045.org.uk

Didcot to inspire new art
DIDCOTRailwayCentre is oneof six

museumsandheritage sites chosen

towork inpartnershipwithartists to

commissionanewworkof art inspired

byeachvenue.

Contemporary arts agency

Arts&Heritage works with museums

and heritage sites which have

little previous experience of

commissioning contemporary art.

Arts&Heritage executive director

Steph Allen said: “We’ll be working

with these six venues to pair each

with an artist who will create a brand

new piece of work – which could be

anything from sculpture to a sound

installation – created especially for

the venue and inspired by its history

and collections.”

Didcot’s chief executive officer

Emma Jhita said: “Commissioning an

artist through the programmewill

enable new audiences to explore the

incredible railway heritage we care

for and social histories we share.

“Gaining a fresh perspective on our

collection will provide an exciting

opportunity for our passionate

volunteers and audiences of all ages

to discover new connections with

this important industrial heritage.”

Scheme
The fiveother selected sites in the

MeetingPointprogrammeare the

National ParalympicHeritageCentre

inAylesbury,UreMuseumofGreek

Archaeology inReading, FurzeyGardens

in theNewForestNational Park, the

BrickworksMuseum inSouthampton

and‘a space’arts. Eachvenuealso

receives training inbestpractice for

workingwithartists.

Meeting Point presents

artworks in unexpected places

and supports small andmedium

scale museums to commission

artists, forging new relationships

between the contemporary arts and

heritage sectors.

Thebilingual stationnameboard isnow inplaceatMaamCross thanks to

volunteerhardwork.CONNEMARA RAILWAY

MaamCross Lookingeast: drone shot shows theextentof the3ft gauge

running linealongside the5ft 3ingauge trackaswell as thenewly-installed

level crossinggates.CONNEMARA RAILWAY

POLICEare investigatingavandal attack

onacoachat theNorthYorkshireMoors

Railway’s Pickering stationyardwhich

tookplace sometimebetween4.30pm

onFriday,November13and4pmon

Sunday,November15.

The culprits released the carriage

handbrake and it rolled a foot from

where it had been safely left.

Damage inside the carriage

included first aid and eye wash kits

broken into and thrown on the floor,

a chair knocked over with the leg

broken, two toilets blocked and

broken and smashed lampshades

on tables.

Vandal attack on Moorsline coach

The Brighter Steam
NewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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GreatWestern‘NightOwl’rolling chassis comes closer

Nearing reassembly, thenew ‘Night

Owl’s’ ponywheelsethasbeen shot

blasted,primed,undercoatedand

already received its first coatofgloss

paint.Oncompletion, theentire

truckwill join its otherwheelsets in

storage. LEAKY FINDERS

Stanier 8F Society bids to
restore historic hopperwagons
ByRobinJones

ANAPPEAL tofundtherestorationof

apairofhistorically-importantbogie

hopperwagonshasbeen launched

bytheowninggroupofSevernValley

Railway-basedLMS8F2-8-0No.48773.

The Stanier 8F Locomotive Society,

which has ownedNo. 48773 formore

than 50 years, also keeps the ex-ICI

wagon pair on the line.

They once formed part of the block

limestone trains which ran up to seven

times a day betweenTunstead and

Northwich andwhich, from the 1930s

to the 1960s, were inextricably linked

with the 8Fs.

These trains, which formed the

inspiration for a small group of

Northwich enthusiasts to try to

preserve a Stanier 8F at the end of BR

steam, and ultimately No. 48773were

saved for posterity.

The society not only took the

opportunity to preserve two of these

uniquewagons but now, after a long

period in storage, is restoring them to

their former glory.

Livery
Thefirstwagon,No.3252,constructed

in1938aspartof the firstof threebuild

batches,wasmovedfromstorageto

Kidderminster forcosmetic restoration

inoriginalgrey ICI liveryandhasnow

returnedtoBewdley for lettering.

The secondwagon, No. 3329, is from

the third batch andwas built in 1952.

Intensively used, the pair achieved

individual mileages of between three

and fivemillionmiles in service.

Despite their protracted time in

storage, they are both in remarkably

good cosmetic andmechanical

condition.“This is a tribute to the

maintenance and paint finish

originally given to thewagons by

the ICI’s Avenue RoadWorks at

Winnington all those years ago,”

said DavidMcIntosh, former BR area

manager at Northwich and now

the society’s projectmanager for

their restoration.

The restoration costs for the first

wagon are £2400 and society trustees

havemade a significant contribution

to this sum. Now the society is seeking

funds to complete the restoration of

bothwagons, and a crowdfunding

appeal to secure their future has been

set up at www.virginmoneygiving.

com/fund/hopperrestoration

Aswe closed for press, nearly half

the £2400 target had been raised.

THEGreatWestern Society’s 10-year

project to build newChurchward

47XX‘NightOwl’2-8-0may reach

the rolling chassis stage early

in 2021.

The pony truck for the new

No. 4709 is nearing the end

of a lengthy refurbishment

programme at the Leaky Finders

(LF) workshop at Hele, near Exeter.

The pony truck had been

delivered to LF fromTyseley as a

kit of parts, withmost of the fitted

bolts missing. To enable the LF

team tomeasure and assess the

condition of the hornblocks, the

holes needed reaming and some

barrel drifts making.

LF’s Rory Edwards said: “The

wheelset and axleboxes will soon

join the locomotive’s chassis,

which should be ready to be

wheeled early next year.

“The framewas put up onto

our bigmachined fixture block,

so that the hornblocks could be

held in position with the barrel

drifts andmeasurements between

horns taken.”

Themeasurements enabled LF to

set up the blocks on its horizontal

borer and have them skimmed.

That completed, the barrel drifts

have now been replaced with

fitted bolts.

During the process, LF took

the opportunity to also fully

clean back the remaining

components and carry out MPI

(Magnetic Particle Inspection)

testing where necessary.

“We’ve got a copy of every

drawing in existence and engaged

BobMeanley (former Tyseley chief

engineer) to assist with additional

assembly and component

drawings, to ensure that the

differences between the donor

41XX pony truck and No. 4709’s

are overcome and the new truck

assembly is safe and performs as

expected,”explained Rory.

The nine 47XXs, all built between

1919-23, were primarily used on

night express freights to London

fromWolverhampton, Newton

Abbot or Plymouth, earning them

the nickname‘Night Owls.’All

survived into the Sixties, but no

example was preserved.

➜Donationsbychequepayable to the

Stanier8FLocomotiveSocietyLtdare

also invited.

Theyshouldbesent to:73

MaesquarreRoad,Betws,Ammanford,

Carmarthenshire,SA182LF.

TheStanier 8FLocomotiveSociety’s hopperwagonNo. 3252 is seenatBewdley

onOctober24before restoration commenced. S8LS.

Haulinga trainofhopperwagons, a Stanier 8F
(possiblyNo. 48693) is seenatHartford in the
1960s.BEN BROOKSBANK/CREATIVE COMMONS
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Vintage Dingle carriage to be rebuilt in Lakeland
TRALEE&DingleLightRailwaythirdclass

carriageNo.7Tof1890hasbeenmoved

across the IrishSeatoCumbria tobe

restoredtooperationalcondition.

The Cavan & Leitrim Railway (CLR)

at Dromod has transferred the

components of the coach to the

premises of John Fowler Engineering

at Old Hall Farm, Bouth, near Cumbria.

The CLR team spent several

weekends preparing for themove,

including loading the original chassis

of 7T, original bench seating, bogies

from 8T and 6T, andmiscellaneous

items including chopper couplings.

A lorry containing the components

arrived at the farm onNovember 17.

Project coordinator Darragh

Connolly said:“Thismarks a huge

milestone in the project.

“The chassis will be looked at and

worked on shortly.We ask anyone

that has an interest in the Irish narrow

gauge to donate what they can to get

the project completed.”

Funding
TheCLR is seeking£20,000toget the

chassisandbogiescompletedaspart

ofPhase1.Phase2will see thebody

sections fabricatedandassembledat

OldHallFarm,andthecarriagewill then

returnto Irelandcomplete.

Once restored, No. 7T, whichwas

built by the Brisol Carriage &Wagon

Company, will be the only operational

rolling stock of theTralee & Dingle

Light Railway and the only authentic

Irish narrow gauge carriage operable

in Ireland.

The CLR hasmanaged to complete

projects that were once thought

impossible, including the £160,000

22-year restoration of Avonside 0-6-0T

No. 1547 of 1908Nancywhich ran

again in 2019.

Darragh added:“It is curious that

as part of our research the original

3ft gauge railway carriage body in

the Ravenglass RailwayMuseumwas

also built in Bristol. Thismarks an

interestingmove in that a Bristol-

built 3ft gauge carriage has returned

to Cumbria.”

Old Hall Farmwas bought in 2007

by Alex and Charlotte Sharphouse

who use traditional methods to grow

crops and harvest their 100 acres with

heavy horses and vintagemachinery,

including steam-powered engines

and vintage tractors.

Contractor
Alex,aself-employedsteamengineer

whohasworkedfor theLakeside&

HaverthwaiteRailway, subsequently

discoveredthathecouldbuythename

ofJohnFowler&Co,a leadinghistoric

manufacturerofploughingroadandrail

steamlocomotiveswhichwasbased in

Hunslet, Leeds.

From 1866, the company began

producing railway locomotives with

Frederick Parker, formerly a works

manager at the Great Northern

Railway’s DoncasterWorks, placed

in charge.

Fowler produced a petrol-powered

locomotive in 1923 and followed

it with a range of small diesel

locomotives.

Locomotive production at the

Fowler works ceased in 1968with

the locomotive business being

passed on to Andrew Barclay, which

subsequentlymergedwith the

Hunslet Engine Company.

The leadingnameplateandheardboard respectively.

Left: The chassis of Tralee&Dingle LightRailway coachNo. 7T

beingmovedonsiteatDromod. PHILIP BEDFORD/CLR

Above: Thekit ofparts for coachNo. 7TarrivingatOldHall

Farm.ALEX SHARPHOUSE/CLR

£70,000 boost for rail charity as
nameplates go under the hammer
ByGeoffCourtney

ANauctionof locomotivenameplates

andother railwayanaraised£70,000

forRailAid,anewinitiative launchedto

support theground-breakingworkof the

internationalcharityRailwayChildren.

The live online sale was held

by Great Central Railwayana on

November 26, and among its

supporters were Porterbrook Leasing,

who donated some of the plates,

Easy Live Auction, and such industry

figures as Network Rail chairman

Sir Peter Hendy, HS2 chief executive

MarkThurston, Transport for London

commissioner Andy Byford, and Rail

Minister Chris Heaton-Harris.

Line-up
It comprised95 lots, and included

anumberofplates fromClass43

HSTpower cars, Classes47and57

diesels, andClasses86and90electric

locomotives.However, thehighest

realisationwasachievednotbyone

of thismodernbreedof traction, but

bya locomotive fromaslightlyolder

era,WarshipD844,whose Spartan

nameplate sold for £10,600,which is

believed tobea record for theclass.

Behind at £8200 came Thunderbirds

theMole fromClass 57 No. 57315, a

Co-Co diesel built by BrushTraction in

1965 as Class 47 D1911, renumbered

47234 in 1973, and rebuilt as a Class

57 in 2004. Nameplates from two Class

90 electric locomotives, comprising

CrownPoint andDiamond Jubilee,

were also in themix, with the third

and fifth highest realisations of £5200

and £4000.

CrownPoint, the name of a

maintenance depot in Norwich, was

fromNo. 90001 and had previously

been carried by another electric

locomotive, No. 86235, whileDiamond

Jubilee, fromNo. 90009, was unveiled

at a ceremony in Norwich station

in April 2012 to commemorate

the Queen’s 60th year asmonarch.

Trainspotters from the 1950s will recall

the name as that of LNER A3 Pacific

No. 60046, although that locomotive

was named after a racehorse which

won classic racing’s triple crown

in 1900.

Realisations
Withapriceof £4200, nameplateSeagull

split the twoClass90plates.This came

frompreservedNo.33057,aClass33

Bo-Bodiesel thatemergedfromthe

BirminghamRailwayCarriage&Wagon

company’sworks inNovember1961as

D6575andwasgiventhenamein1991,

whichremainedwiththe locomotive

until itswithdrawal in1996.Thatname

will also resonatewithsteamenthusiasts,

as itwascarriedbyanotherLNER

locomotive,A4No.60033.

The leading non-nameplate

realisationwas £2400 for a ‘The

East Anglian’headboard of the type

carried by Class 47 diesels hauling

the Liverpool Street to Norwich and

Yarmouth express fromMay 1980 until

the title was dropped in 1988.

Speaking after the hammer came

down on the last lot, auctioneer and

Great Central directorMike Soden

said:“Wow!That exceeded our wildest

dreams, andwewere proud to play

our part in a successful auction for

such aworthwhile cause.”

The donation to Rail Aid was

boosted by Great Central passing

on the buyer’s premiums it received

on the sold items and the seller’s

commissions paid to the auction

house by private entries.
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Robert Stephenson&Hawthorns-builtHawksworthpannierNo. 9466,whichwill

celebrate its 70thbirthday in2021, headsanEcclesbourneValleyRailway service

throughadecidedlydelightful autumn landscapeonNovember1.No. 9466,

oneof twosurvivingmembersof its class, andwhichwaspurchasedbyWest

SomersetRailwayplc chairman Jonathan Jones-Pratt fromthe familyof the

lateDennisHowellswho restored it to runningorder from its rescue fromDai

Woodham’sBarry scrapyard in1977, is tobebasedatWirksworthuntil its boiler

certificateexpires at theendof2025. STEVE KIRK/WYVERNRAIL

Enablingworks inMarch2019 sawOxfordPreservationTrustmembers turn the

LNWRRewleyRoadswingbridgeonto thebankasaprecursor to restoration.OPT

Oxford’s LNWR swing
bridge to be restored after
£900k raised by locals
ByRobinJones

OXFORD’S LNWRRewleyRoadstation

has fornearly twodecadesbeen the

centrepieceof theBuckinghamshire

RailwayCentre.Nowanassociated

railway swingbridge is tobe

restoredafter local conservationists

raised£900,000 followingyears

of campaigning.

With the project backed by the

Railway Heritage Trust, Historic

England, Network Rail, Chiltern

Railways and Oxford City Council

amongst others, Oxford Preservation

Trust (OPT) has announced that the

restoration of Rewley Road swing

bridge, a Scheduled Monument

built in 1851 to a Robert Stephenson

design, is set to start.

The bridge was last used by a

freight train in 1985 and is now on

Historic England’s Heritage at Risk

Register. Ownership of the Rewley

Road bridge will now be transferred

from Network Rail to OPT.

An OPT statement said: “It is an

outstanding piece of Victorian

railway engineering and all that

is left of the second railway that

used to run through Oxford, with

an amazing story to tell of the epic

battle between Stephenson and

Brunel, who each brought their lines

through Oxford.”

Railway Heritage Trust executive

director Andy Savage said: “I have

been involved with the swing bridge

on and off since 1983, and have

spent the last 10 years working

with the Oxford Preservation Trust

to find a solution that prevents

further deterioration, and transfers

ownership to a local body. I am so

delighted that it has all come to

fruition now, and that we have been

able to help with our grants.

OPT director Debbie Dance said:

“The University and Colleges are so

well known that it is easy to overlook

Oxford’s town and industrial heritage.

We knew that no one could save it

without us and we are delighted

to be on site at last, despite all the

difficulties this year has brought us.”

Emily Gee, regional director for

Historic England in London and

the South East, said: “The Rewley

Road swing bridge is a remarkable

structure of railway heritage and one

of only twomoving bridges on the

Thames (along with Tower Bridge).

We are delighted that repair works

are starting on this Heritage at Risk

priority site after many years of

investigation and preparation, aided

by Historic England funding.”

Network Rail’sWestern Route

Director Mike Gallop said: “We are

thrilled that the swing bridge will be

preserved for future generations to

visit and appreciate.”

Anyone who would like to donate

to the swing bridge project is invited

to email info@oxfordpreservation.

org.uk

Newhomesexpected for stored
NRMstock in theNewYear
ByGarethEvans

THENationalRailwayMuseumhas

revealed it expects toannounce

early in2021 the successful

bidders for anumberof itemson

its latestdisposal list – including

0-4-0STHandyman.

The 1900-built 3ft gauge

Hudswell Clarke locomotivehas

been stored on a standard gauge

Lowmacwagon atYork since

its cosmetic restorationwas

suspended.

Objective
Acquiredby theNRM in2008,

itwas intended todisplay the

locomotive in the cancelledNRM+

project, alongside twoex-Scaldwell

tipperwagons to tell part of the

storyof industrial railway. Prior

to that, the former ironstone

locomotive spent timeat several

homes in theheritage sector since

itwas saved fromthe scrapman

in1964– including theMidland

Railway-ButterleyandCyfronydd

stationat theWelshpool&Llanfair

LightRailway.

Other items listed on theObjects

available forTransfer June-

August 2020 document included

1910-built Great Central Railway

‘Barnum’carriageNo. DE32079

and LMSballast plough brake van

No. 197266, a GCR four-wheeled

single bolster wagon and a Coles

diesel-electric rail crane.

Bidders
Asked if anyprogresshadbeen

madeonfindingnewhomes for the

items, anNRMspokesman replied:

“TheScienceMuseumGroup is in

theprocessof contactingeachof

thepreferredbidders toensure

all paperworkandconditions are

inorderbeforewecanpublicly

announce their newhomes.We

expect tobeable todo this soon in

theNewYear.”

Regarding the latest

developments on LNERV2

2-6-2 No. 4771GreenArrow

and J52 0-6-0ST No. 1247, the

spokesman said:“GreenArrow

and the No. 1247 are still in our

operational vehicle strategy and

it remains our intention to steam

them again if possible.

“However, as you can imagine

we’ve not been able to progress

these projects at all in the past

year because of the impact

of Covid-19, so there isn’t

anything concrete to provide an

update on.”
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Typical of theunkempt stateof steam locomotivesnearing theendof theirworking lives, BR4MTNo.76077pokes itsnose

outofNo. 10 roadatSuttonOak shed (8G), its homedepotonMay30, 1964. Theenginehas clearlynot seena cleaner’s rag

since itwasoverhauledat Eastleighonly threemonthsearlier.No. 76077wasallocated toSuttonOak (8G),which closed in

June1967, theengine thenbeing transferredalongwithNos. 76079/80/84 toWiganSpringsBranch,which in turn closed to

steam inDecember that year. The four, the last of their class,were consigned toBarry scrapyard in1968. PAUL SANKEY

Thenewdragbox inplacebetween the framesofNo. 76077. Twoof thenewhorn

stays canalsobe seen. The footplate supports canbe seenat theback: the two

outeronesareoriginal and refurbished, the inneronesarebrand-new.Muchof

the cab supportplatework is alsonew. IAN CROWDER

The left-hand sideofNo. 76077’s

frames ready for finish coatsofgloss

black. IAN CROWDER

No.76077’snewrearbuffingplate

being riveted inplace. IAN CROWDER

Piecing together the 76077 jigsaw
ByIanCrowder

AFTER threedecadesofslumber,

dismantledandstoredonwagonsat

ToddingtonontheGloucestershire

WarwickshireRailway,BRStandard4MT

2-6-0No.76077quietlyslippedfrom

publicconsciousnessasapatinaof rust

developedover its remains.However,

sincetheplantorestore the locomotive

began in2018,andToddington

StandardLocomotiveLimited(TSLL)

wasestablished, its rebirth isproceeding

atpace.

While the boiler remains at

Toddingtonwaiting for its turn

‘in theworks,’ the chassis is rapidly

taking shape at theworkshops of

LocomotiveMaintenance Services

in Loughborough. It looksmuch

more like a locomotive again –with

a considerable amount ofmetal that

had corroded beyond redemption

now replaced.

The engine has had a bent front

mainframe straightened andmuch

newmetal and strengtheningmaterial

added in the front dragboxwith a new

bufferbeam in place. New horn stays

are also in place, as is a complete new

fabricated rear drag box, alongwith

the rear buffing plate. Two of the four

footplate support brackets have also

been replaced, in addition to progress

on dozens of smaller parts.

Meanwhile, volunteer working

parties have spent hundreds ofman

hours preparing themainframes for

painting – laboriously filling, rubbing

down, refilling, sanding, and priming

to achieve a smooth finish that will not

only look as good as new, but simplify

cleaningwhenNo. 76077 is in use.

TSLL’s engineering director Andrew

Meredith, who is also a member

of the Locomotive Maintenance

Services engineering team, said: “We

are going the extra mile to ensure

that the locomotive’s frames are as

good as new – it is certainly worth

doing the job properly and we’re not

cutting any corners. The Covid-19

pandemic hasn’t helped of course

– the first and second lockdowns

meant volunteer working parties

were stopped and that has delayed

the rewheeling we planned to

have complete before Christmas.

“We are probably about amonth

behind schedule and I now expect

to see thewheels under the frames

in January. That’s somethingwe are

really looking forward to and it will be

an important psychological milestone.

“It will also put out a very strong

message to both existing and

potential supporters that this engine

ismaking real progress and is on

track, provided the financial support

continues, to be steamed in around

five or six years from now. For an

ex-Barry scrapyard engine, and

considering the extremely poor state

it was in when rescued, that’s pretty

rapid progress.”

Sponsorship
Meanwhile, theparts sponsorship

programme–forcomponents that

remainmissingorneedtoberestoredor

machined–hasbeenagreatsuccess.

Some large components, such as

a new chimney, have been‘bought.’

Such‘purchases’are converted into

No. 76077 shares and this seems

to have captured the imagination

of both new supporters and

existing shareholders.

TSLL chairman Chris Irving said:

“We can’t rest on our laurels – we

need to attractmore shareholders,

especially those prepared to buy into

ownership through evenmodest

monthly contributions, as that

provides the day-to-day funding for

restorationwork.

“Therefore, there are plentymore

components that are needed andwe’ll

soon be issuing a fresh‘parts list’ for

those interested in getting involved

in one of the last ex-Barry restorations

and of perhaps themost useful of

locomotives yet to be restored.”

The boiler is due to be inspected

during 2021 and a precise schedule

of the necessary work and cost can

be compiled. That is the nextmajor

component needed for the engine.

Also required is a tender – for which

some components are already in

place. The original was bought from

Barry in 1974 by the owners of Mid-
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BRStandard4MT2-6-0No. 76077 is seenhurryingnorth throughWellingboroughonApril 17, 1964on theDown fast line

witha trainofpetroleumwagons. The train isbelieved tohave comeoff theWestCoastMain lineviaNorthampton,but it is

a very longway from itshomeSuttonOakdepot inStHelens. ImagesofNo. 76077arequite scarce. Thepicture isnotgreat

qualitybuta fascinating imageonseveral counts, not least of all that trackwork, thenewly-ballasted trackand theballast

layingequipment in the siding.RICHARDDUNKLEY

Hants Railway-based sister No.76017,

whose own tender had found its way

to Briton Ferry steelworks to become a

billet carrier.

The team’s website, www.

standard76077.com is the place to

find outmore, not only about the

locomotive and its history but how to

get involved or buy components too.

Highlights
No.76077seemstohavebeenquite

acamera-shyengine,but itdidhave

itsmomentsofglory.They included

pilotingLMSJubileeNo.45601British

GuianaonaManchesterVictoria to

GlasgowviaHellifieldexpress in1962,

and just fourmonthsbeforewithdrawal,

itwas inchargeof theLocomotiveClub

ofGreatBritain’sWidnes&Warrington

brakevantour.

It spent almost all of its short life

allocated to Sutton Oak (8G) at St

Helens, going on toWigan Springs

Branch (8F) in June 1967when Sutton

Oak closed. Apparently, it did not stray

far from its home depot: indeed, it was

clocking up relatively lowmileages,

around 20,000 per year. Unfortunately,

the engine’s record card has no entries

after 1961, but from new in December

1956 to the end of 1961 it had

racked up only 80,000miles in total.

Taking that as an average, it will have

completed littlemore than 210,000 in

its entire BR career.

No. 76077waswithdrawn in

December 1967 and the following

yearmade its way in the company of

Nos. 76079/80 and 84, on the long

journey to Barry – taking about three

months to get there. In April 1972,

No. 76080was one of the last four

BR engines to be broken up and the

last of the class to suffer the cutter’s

torch – although some components

survived, including the connecting

rods whichwill be used onNo. 76077.

However, No. 76077 did have

adventures a longway from its

home depot. In January/February

1964, it underwent its first and last

general overhaul at the Southern

Region’s EastleighWorks, whichwas

overhaulingmembers of the class for

other regions. It received the boiler

originally fitted to No. 76007, while

No. 76077’s own boiler, No. 1799, was

fitted to No. 76079, which followed

it through EastleighWorks – so the

locomotive’s original boiler still

survives. During its overhaul, parts

of other Standard and identical Ivatt

components found their way on to

No. 76077.

The locomotive is reported to

have been run-in on services out

of Eastleigh depot inMarch 1964,

appearing at both Bournemouth

andWaterloo. However, TSLL has yet

to find any photographs of it on the

Southern Region, andwould like to

receive any confirmed, dated reports

of the engine on Southernmetals

before it went back to Sutton Oak.

One intriguing picture has surfaced

of the enginemaking good progress

northbound atWellingborough

stationwith a train of petroleum

tanks, in April 1964 – a longway

fromNo. 76077’s home turf.Was this

a roster designed to get the engine

back home after a spell in the South?

The next intriguing report is that it

was seen in August 1964 at Swindon

Works, alongwith sisters Nos. 76075

and 76076, with one correspondent

saying they saw the engine being

painted at Swindon on August 9. Two

other correspondents reported seeing

it there, apparently receiving new

valve liners, possibly after amishap

damaged the valves: otherwise, it

would be odd that such attention

was needed so soon after its Eastleigh

overhaul. However, the official

SwindonWorks returns fail tomention

No. 76077.

➜Anyreports fromspotters’booksor

pictures,wouldbewelcomedbythe

teamrestoring76077–especiallyon

theSouthernRegionoratSwindon.The

SRhada largefleetofStandardClass4

2-6-0sof itsown,soseeingNo.76077

mightnothavebeenregardedas

remarkable.However, theWestern

Regionhadnone, sotheirappearance

atSwindon(eventhoughsomewere

overhauledthere)wouldalwaysbe

regardedasacuriosity.

➜ If yourememberseeingNo.76077

andthinkingthat it’swayoffits territory

–or indeed, inoraround itshome

shed–thenpleaseemail IanCrowderat

info@standard76077.comandhelpto

piecetogether thegiant jigsawthat isa

locomotive’shistory.
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HSTpower carNo. 43018 is seenbeingunloadedatCreweHeritageCentreon

October21. Itwill becomeapermanent static exhibit.BRIAN PORTER

The Brighter Steam
NewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk

HSTpower car joins Crewe
Heritage Centre collection
ByGarethEvans

CLASS125HighSpeedTrain (HST)

power carNo. 43018wasdelivered

by road toCreweHeritageCentreon

October21after itwasdonatedby

leasingcompanyAngelTrains.

Cosmetic restoration has already

started on the heavily stripped

car and replacement components

are being sought. It will become

a permanent static exhibit at

the centre.

No. 43018 is an appropriate

addition to the collection, having

been constructed at the Cheshire

town’s famous railway works.

Furthermore, HSTs were originally

built as a low-cost stop gap while the

Advanced Passenger Train was under

development – and Crewe Heritage

Centre is home to preserved APT-P

set No. 370 003/006.

Other ‘modern’exhibits which have

joined the centre’s collection this

year include DVT (Driving Van Trailer)

No. 82118 andMk.3 coach No. 12114.

After withdrawal from train

operating company GreatWestern

Railway, No. 43018 was stored at Ely,

Cambridgeshire. It was transported

by road to Edinburgh’s Haymarket

depot by road in September 2019

as a spare parts donor for the active

ScotRail fleet.

Currently in FirstGroup blue, no

decision has beenmade as to what

livery it will carry in preservation yet.

No. 43018 is no stranger to heritage

lines as it operated along theWest

Somerset Railway on March 22, 1997,

when accompanied by No. 43139, it

ran to Minehead as part of a Cheshire

Railtours charter.

Other HST power cars in

preservation include No. 43002 Sir

Kenneth Grange,which is now at the

National Railway Museum inYork.

Another HST power car is set to join

the National Collection in due course.

The Railway Heritage Designation

Advisory Board has nominated

No. 43302 for preservation as the

current speed record holder for the

class, when as No. 43102, it reached

148.5mph on November 1, 1987. The

class is officially the fastest diesel

locomotive type in the world.

Meanwhile, two HST power cars

have entered the heritage sector for

further operational service with the

Great Central Railway (Nottingham)-

based 125 Group in recent months.

No. 43048 was donated to 125

Group by leasing firm Porterbrook,

with ownership transferred on

October 1.

Porterbrook has also donated

No. 43089, the ownership of which

transferred to the group on August 27.

With no opportunity to operate at

the GCR(N) due to the heritage

venue’s temporary closure, No. 43089

went on hire to main line supplier

DATS (Data Acquisition & Testing

Services) in September.

Several HST vehicles have also been

acquired by Locomotive Services

Limited for its growing fleet in the

main line heritage sector.

Grade II-listed Stephenson viaduct on
way back to Victorian splendour
NETWORKRailhasbeguntherestoration

ofGeorgeStephenson’sGauxholme

viaductontheCalderValleyLine in

Todmordenaspartof the£3.7million

GreatNorthRailProject.

The restoration scheme also

included the reconstruction of nearby

Taylors Bridge, which carries the

railway over Rose Bank Road near

Todmorden station.

The line between Blackburn and

Manchester via Todmorden reopened

onNovember 2 after being closed

for nine days to allow thework to be

carried out.

CraigWhittaker, ToryMP for Calder

Valley, said:“I am delighted that the

railway has reopened on time as part

of Network Rail’s work to restore the

1840s Grade II-listed Gauxholme

viaduct here inTodmorden.

“I am looking forward to seeing

Gauxholme viaduct restored to its

former glory when the project is

finished in the new year.”

Gauxholme viaduct is being grit

blasted to its baremetal in order for

structural repairs to take place.

The structure which spans the

Rochdale Canal is then being deep

cleaned and repainted back to its

Victorian splendour.

Aerial viewofGeorgeStephenson’sGauxholmeviaduct.NETWORK RAIL

NYMRprocessesdonated former
EskValley relay trackmaterials
THEsecondCovid-19 lockdown in

Englandmeant theNorthYorkshire

MoorsRailway’s operation to

recycle track lifted fromNetwork

Rail’s EskValley linewassuspended.

The railway’s permanentway

volunteers hadbeenpermitted

to return towork in small, socially

distancednumberswith a

mountain of thematerials donated

from the relayingwork nearDanby

toprocess.

The first two loads arrived

onOctober 1 anddeliveries

continued for anotherweek,

reaching eight loads per day at

onepoint andmaking 32 in total.

Thesematerials consisted of both

chaired andbase-platedwood

sleepers and amixture of bullhead

and flat bottom rails cut into 20ft

lengths.

A startwasmade immediately

on stripping the sleepers.The

sleeperswere sorted for future

sale,with the chairs going for

scrap.The flat-bottomPan11

baseplates, however, are being

kept for reuse.

The rails havebeen assembled

into bundles of 10 and sent for

scrap in 25 tonne loads.This

process continued throughout

October and is producingwelcome

income for theNYMRat amuch-

needed time.

FromOctober 19, the two-man

paid staff teamwas supplemented

by the return of volunteer labour.

This normally consists of two

volunteerswith the same two

peopleworking together on the

same set day eachweek, suitably

distanced. By the endof the

month,more than 1100of the

sleepers hadbeenprocessed,

before the lockdowneffectively

shut down thework.
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Omagh
railway
tragedy
marked 70
years on
ByHughDougherty

THEtragedy inwhich fiveGreat

NorthernRailwayof Irelandpermanent

waymenlost their livesatOmagh

StationonNovember24,1950,has

beencommemoratedbyOmagh

HistoricForumandFermanaghand

OmaghDistrictCouncil in the formofa

professionally-producedvideomarking

theevent.

Amemorial opened in 2000, to

mark the 50th anniversary of the

tragedy,has also been refurbished and

a length of railway track laid around it.

Track workers John Cassidy, John

Cleary, Charles Flannigan, plus

Dan and JohnMcCrory, were killed

when the 9.25am train fromDerry

ran into the station and hit them

as theyworked on the line at the

north end of the Down platform.

Thick fog obscured their view of the

approaching train and the presence

of a train from Enniskillen, which

was blowing off steam, andwhich

had arrived at the opposite platform,

meant they failed to hear the

approaching train.

Eyewitnesses said themen tried

to scramble up on to the platform to

escape, but were caught between the

train and the platform, despite the

driver’s best efforts to brake.

Last rites
Fourof themendiedat thesceneand

thefifth inhospital thenextday.Local

doctorsattendedalmost immediately

andpriestscrawledunder thetrain to

administer the last rites.Thedeceased

menleft fivewivesand20children,

andthetragedyunitedtownspeople

ofalldenominations ingrief,while the

accidentwasreported innationalpress in

both IrelandandtheUnitedKingdom.

Three thousand people turned

out for the funeral processionwhich

passed through the town to Sacred

Heart Church and a fundwas set

Astill fromthevideoproduced tomark theaccident’s 70thanniversary shows

permanentwaymenworking close towhere the tragedy tookplace.

Above: Theexact spotwhere theaccident tookplace is almost right in frontof the

photographer.ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OFOMAGHHERITAGE FORUM

up for the families of the victims.

An inquest subsequently criticised

the GNR(I) for slack safetymeasures,

although the accident took place in an

agewhen permanent waymenwere

often at risk on the track, long before

today’s risk aware systems of safe

working, track access certification and

high-visibility clothing.

MarkMcGrath of OmaghHeritage

Forum said:“We had originally hoped

to run an event with the council to

mark this important anniversary but

we’re delighted to have been able to

produce this video. Railways were and

remain an important part of Omagh’s

heritage, and it is right that we recall

an event which shocked the town and

united it in adversity.”

Recollection
Thevideobringstogetherpicturesof the

station,whichclosed in1965,withthe

restof theDerryRoad,presscuttingsof

thetragedy,presspicturesof the funeral

processionpassingthroughthetown,

and interviewswith thedaughterofone

of thevictimsand,most remarkably,

with91year-oldJoeMcGrew,whowas

headshunteratOmaghat thetime

of theaccidentandwhowitnessed its

immediateaftermath.

“I knew all themenwho died,”said

Joe, who began his railway career as a

boy porter at the age of 15.

“It was a terrible tragedy and it’s

right that we remember themen

who died, as well as the railway that

served Omagh faithfully for so long

andwhich employed somanymen in

our town.”

Little now remains of Omagh

station and the site of the accident

is buried under the town’s bypass

road, appropriately namedGreat

Northern Road.

The completed video can be

viewed at the council’s website

www.fermanaghomagh.com and by

clicking on the news page link.

Above: Thememorial

to theevent is situated

on the siteof the former

stationmaster’s house.

LEFT: Theplaqueat

themonument to

the tragedyhasbeen

restored for the70th

anniversary.

Above right: JoeMcGrew, the last livingeye-witness to theOmagh tragedy is 91

and interviewedon thevideo.

GROUDLEGlenRailwayvolunteers

areaimingtomarkthe IsleofMan

line’s125thanniversarycelebrations

nextyearbybuildinganewbooking

officeandsouvenir shopatLhen

Coanstation.

The railwayhas applied for

planningpermission to erect

a newwoodenbuilding at its

landward terminus.

Superseding the current open

air canopywith a ticket booth and

souvenir stall, itwouldhouse a

waiting roomwherephotographs

detailing the2ft gauge line’s history

canbedisplayed, alongwith agift

shop toboost fundraising activities,

thereby expanding the station.

If given thegoaheadbyplanners,

the railwaywouldneed to ask the

island’sDepartmentof Environment,

FoodandAgriculture for permission

to remove four trees, although two

of themare alreadydead.

While funding for the scheme

is already inplace, theproject’s

start hasbeendelayedbecauseof

Covid-19.

GroudleGlenplansenhanced station facilities forupcoming125thbirthday
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Epping-Ongar
NewYear
steamtrains
THE EppingOngarRailwayhas

announced that, subject to the

impositionof further restrictions

in thenameofCovid-19by the

Government, it plans tooperate

a two-day steamevent on

January 1/2.

It will feature GWR4-6-0

No. 4953 PitchfordHallandGWR

0-6-2TNo. 5619.

Of interest tomodern traction

fans is that theDecember

27-30winter warmer trainswill

be diesel-hauled. Class 31

No. 31438 and Class 37

No. 37029 have been allocated

to the duties.

READ THESE ISSUES AND
HUNDREDSMORE IN THE

classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive

Kent&East Sussex Railway’smince
pie dilemma saved by town council
ByGeoffCourtney

IT’S not adilemma facedbyheritage railwaysevery

day, but itwasone theKent&East SussexRailway

wrestledwith justbeforeChristmas:what todowith

hundredsofmincepies andchocolates.

These gastronomic delights were due to be

handed out to excited children riding on the

railway’s Santa specials in the weeks leading up to

Christmas, but all 72 trains had to be cancelled due

to Kent being in Covid-19 tier three, leaving not

only 9000 passengers disappointed, but the railway

wondering what to do with all the mince pies and

chocolates it had already purchased.

All the hours of planning the Santa services

by staff and volunteers may sadly have been for

nothing, but the railway was hoping that at least its

stockpile of mince pies and chocolates would not

similarly be wasted. And it wasn’t, for Tenterden

Town Council came to the rescue by buying the

festive fayre for distribution at the local food bank.

Deputy town clerk Claire Gilbert said: “Even

Santa sometimes needs a hand, and we were

really pleased to have worked with the railway to

ensure that the goodies normally given out on the

Santa Specials would help families enjoy a great

Christmas. The council is delighted to have been

able to help the railway – and Santa in particular.”

André Freeman, the railway’s commercial

manager, endorsed Claire’s thoughts, saying: “In

working with the council we were pleased that the

perishable supplies we purchased for the Santa

Specials will add some joy to Christmas for families

inside our community.”

André continued: “It was heartbreaking having

to cancel the Santa Specials, as they are hugely

popular andmake a significant contribution to our

running costs. It would have been our 46th year of

running them, and hundreds of hours had been

put in by staff and volunteers to ensure another

spectacular event, but cancelling themwas the

morally responsible thing to do.”

He also praised the reaction of customers to

the cancellation of the trains. “They have been

magnificent. Nearly half of those who had booked

told us to keep their money towards a visit next

year, and others have made donations. This is an

enormous help in ensuring we bounce back from

the pandemic as quickly as possible.

“We understand how disappointed families

have been, but we were greatly encouraged by

themany touchingmessages we received. Typical

was a note saying: ‘We are very sad to hear of

this inevitable decision. Your Christmas service

has yearly made our family’s Christmas special

and wonderful.’

“Another asked us to transfer the money to a

visit next Christmas, and added: ‘Your events are

so special, we can’t wait to meet Santa.’Also, many

of our suppliers have been very understanding,

and thankfully we were able to cancel some of our

orders to reduce our financial commitments.”

Of the future, he said: “We have been very

fortunate to be well supported since we reopened

in the summer, and we have learned valuable

lessons, which means wemight do things in

a different way in the future, for the benefit of

our visitors.”

SpaValleyRailwayallocates its largest-ever steam
locomotive forpost-Christmas runningdays
ByGeoffCourtney

ITwilldoubtlessbeaChristmas

likenoother in recentmemory,but

families livingnear theSpaValley

Railway inTunbridgeWellswillbe

able toenjoyoneof theperennial

yuletide favourites,a ridebehinda

steamlocomotive.

And to increase the festive

occasion, theirmotivepowerwill be

the largest locomotive ever basedat

the railway, SouthernRailwayBattle

of BritainNo. 34053 SirKeithPark,

which earlier this year relocated

permanently from theSwanage

Railway toTunbridgeWells.

Mincepie specialswill run

everydaybetweenDecember 28

and January 3, departing from

TunbridgeWellsWest every 90

minutes from10.30am to4.30pm

for return trips to Eridge.ThePacific

willwork in tandemwithoneof the

line’s heritagediesels, providing

steamheating throughout and

additionally heading the trains on

the return leg.

The trains,whichdepart from

TunbridgeWells at 3pmon

December 30 and January 2,

will also include agin and steam

experience, anddepartures at the

same timeonDecember 31 and

January 3will include anafternoon

tea experience.Therewill alsobe

aValentine’sDay afternoon tea

special on February 14, departing

fromTunbridgeWells at 2.45pm.

Tickets for themincepie specials

will cost £20 for two, £30 for four,

anda compartment for six £40,with

additional costs for thegin, tea and

Valentine’sDay experiences.

The line runs for fivemiles from

TunbridgeWellsWest to Eridge,

where there is a direct linkwith the

national network to LondonBridge.

TunbridgeWell is home to the

railway’s depot.Opened in 1891,

the four-roadbuilding is the last

remaining LBSCR shed still in use.

DuringBRdays itwas coded75F,

andwas closed in September 1963.

Pacificmajesty:

BattleofBritain class

No. 34053SirKeithPark

near theSpaValley

Railway’sHighRocks

stationwithanEridge-

TunbridgeWellsWest

trainonOctober18.

TheSouthernRailway

Pacificwill be in

actionon the railway

throughout theweek

afterChristmas.

DARRYL CHURCHER

Train cancelled: SantaClaushideshis

disappointmentwitha smileat theKent&East

SussexRailway’s TenterdenTownstationafter

his Christmas specialswere cancelleddue to

GovernmentCovid-19 restrictions.KESR
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Theboiler ofD494-4-0No. 246Morayside inside thepremisesof Locomotive

MaintenanceServices Ltd inLoughborough. SRPS

RailwayCottage,

whichwas

onceCounter

Drain station,

is a landmark

on the fen

roadbetween

Spaldingand the

villageofBaston

inLincolnshire,

but isnow facing

demolition.

ROBIN JONES

Former Lincolnshire station demolition
would cost village a heritage asset
VILLAGERShaveexpressedconcern

aboutplans todemolisheda surviving

Midland&GreatNorthern JointRailway

(MGNJR) stationbuilding.

An application to replace Railway

Cottage, off Counter Drain Drove,

Tongue End, near Spalding with a

new four-bedroom house on the

same site is to be determined by

South Holland District Council.

At a virtual meeting of Deeping

St Nicholas Parish Council held in

November, members were told about

the potential loss of a“heritage asset.”

Counter Drain station was opened

by the Spalding & Bourne Railway

on August 1, 1866, and later became

part of the MGNJR route from the

East Midlands to Norfolk. The station

closed onMarch 2, 1959, while the

line stayed open for goods until 1964.

The very isolated station, which was

subsequently converted into a

dwelling, took its name from a

drainage ditch on the Lincolnshire fen.

The applicant for the demolition is

listed as Mr EWhitfield.

A decision is expected by

December 15.

NETWORKRailhas reopened

theGrade II listed footbridgeat

Prudhoestation forpassengers

afteramajor£500,000project to

strengthen,cleanandrepaint it.

HexhamToryMPGuy

Opperman said:“Continued

investment in the rail network

along theTyneValley is hugely

welcome as it improves

passengers’experience and,

in this case, also safeguards a

part of Prudhoe’s rail heritage

for future generations.”

Heritage
footbridge
atPrudhoe
safeguarded

Lottery £234k grant boosts
Bo’ness engineering facility
ByRobinJones

THEScottishRailwayPreservation

Society’sSteamingAheadproject to

buildanewengineeringfacilityhasbeen

boostedbya£234,000grant fromThe

NationalLotteryHeritageFund.

So far, £975,800 has been raised

for the project at the Bo’ness &

Kinneil Railway. It will also provide

a new entrance to theMuseumof

Scottish Railways.

The facility will be used to care for

the society’s locomotive collection

and other rolling stock, while also

providing space to train volunteers

and apprentices.

It also improve and expand the

Bo’ness visitor experience, with

a new level walking route to the

new engineering facility, which

will feature a viewing gallery, with

interpretativematerial.

Work on the construction of the

engineering facility and themuseum

entrance is set to start soon, with

other elements of the project due to

start in themiddle of next year. The

work is expected to be completed by

the autumn of 2021.

The project will alsomean two

members of staff will be recruited

to oversee the training, activity and

volunteer training elements of the

project, ensuring that the engineering

skills needed to care for and operate

steam locomotives are passed on to a

new generation.

A training scheme that will benefit

many of the society’s 400 volunteers

is one component, while an

apprenticeship and trainee scheme

will deliver other benefits.

Four apprentices will train through

theModern Apprenticeship scheme,

and in associationwith Falkirk Council,

the society will be looking to provide –

over the five years of the project – up

to 20 13-week trainee placements for

those looking to acquire skills to help

them into theworkplace.

Reaction
SocietypresidentLordFaulknerof

Worcester said:“This isexcellentnews.

Manycongratulations tothesociety

andthebestof luckwith theprojectas it

begins todevelop. Ieagerly look forward

tovisitingBo’nessagain in2021.”

Society chairman Steve Humphreys

said:“After a very bleak year this really

has come as ray of sunshine, and

will give us something tangible to

celebrate next autumn in our 60th

year whenwewould hope to hold

an event formally to open the new

engineering facility.

“In what has been a very difficult

year for everyone, we are delighted

that we can finally begin this exciting

project that will bring lasting benefit

to the society. The new engineering

facility, and the visitor experience

it will bring, will tie in nicely with

a journey on our steam trains and

a visit to Scotland’s largest railway

museum,making for a really great day

out for everyone. Tourism has been

hit particularly hard by the pandemic

andwe have not been able to open to

visitors so far this year.”

Meanwhile, the overhaul of the

society’s LNER Gresley D49 4-4-0

No. 246Morayshirehas restarted,

following its enforcedmove from

Llangollen Railway Engineering earlier

this year. Initial work is focused on

preparing the boiler for a hydraulic

test early next year. The flue tubes

need to be replaced and that remedial

work to the sling stays is undertaken.

The boiler hasmoved into theworks

of LocomotiveMaintenance Services

Ltd in Loughborough for thework to

be undertaken.

Funding
Thesocietyneedstoraisemorethan

£100,000tocomplete theboilerand

othermechanicalwork.Acrowdfunding

pagesetupfor thepurposehadraised

around£17,000asweclosedforpress.

A society statement said:“There

is a pressing need for funding to

complete the overhaul of this unique

locomotive. The SRPS’s finances were

fully committed before the demands

of the Covid-19 closure and are under

even greater strain now.

“The first step is to engage

a contractor to complete the

locomotive to a rolling chassis to

make it easier to transport it back to

Bo’ness. Once home, we can finish

the overhaul of the locomotive, repair

the tender and return the engine

to service.”

It is intended to return No. 246

to traffic in LNER lined green, and

while it will initially run at Bo’ness,

it will be available for hire to other

heritage lines.

➜Todonate to theMorayshireproject,

visit https://tinyurl.com/SRPS246
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An isolated
station
once at the
heart of a
noisy and
polluting
mining
industry
ByGeoffCourtney

THEcountyofNorthYorkshire ishome

toavarietyofattractionswhichare

guaranteedtodelightrailwayenthusiasts.

Uppermostare theNationalRailway

MuseumandtheNorthYorkshireMoors

Railway,andbubbling justbeneath

thesurfacearetheheritage linesof the

Embsay&BoltonAbbey,Wensleydale,

andDerwentValley railways.

There are two further delights

which are of historical interest but to

be appreciated require imagination

– the first being the former Rosedale

Railway, an LNER line featured in

Heritage Railway issue 211.

This 14¼mile standard gauge

branch line snaked up themoors to

a height ofmore than 1000ft from

Battersby to a lonely outpost above

the village of Rosedale Abbey at

Rosedale BankTop.

There, a terminus and a two-road

engine shedwere located in an

environment that was suitedmore to

sheep and piercingly cold winds than

the centre of an ironstonemining

industry whichwas at their heart until

closure in 1929.

The second delight is about eight

miles to the north-east as the crow

flies, to another lonely outpost – Beck

Hole, a hamlet near Goathland that,

despite its small size, boasted a station

on the horse-drawn 24mileWhitby &

Pickering Railway, one ofYorkshire’s

earliest railways that opened in stages

between 1835-36.

Beck Hole comprised six dwellings,

which even in those early days of

railwaymania hardlymerited a

station, but the promoters of the

Whitby & Pickering Railway still

opened a halt there inMay 1836.

In 1845 steam locomotives replaced

the horses, and 12 years later the rural

peace at Beck Hole was shattered

when coal and ironstonemining

started in the surrounding fields,

transforming the area into a noisy and

dirty industrial site, with drift mines

being driven into the hillsides and

sulphurous smog filling the air.

According to a local newspaper

at the time, the two blast furnaces

which operated at the site threw up

“perpetual columns of vapour, smoke

and flame”, and 33 cottages were built

in a nearby wood, with no school or

shops, to house the families of miners

from theMidlands and Cornwall.

Nightmare
Itmustsurelyhavebeenanightmare

scenario for local residents,despite the

employmentopportunities thatarose,

butdoubtless theownersof therailway

didn’t share theirdismayas thepig-iron

produced intheblast furnaceswas

transportedbyrail toWhitby.

The boom, however, lasted just

seven years, for in 1864 themines

collapsed after a landslide and the

furnaces were dismantled, and by

1871 only 13 of the new cottageswere

occupied. In the late 1880s theywere

all demolished and the stonewas

used in constructionwork at Malton

station, on theYork-Scarborough line.

There was another development in

the 1860s that would affect this small

rural community. Themajor challenge

of the line was a steep incline of nearly

amile approaching Goathlandwhich

started just beyond Beck Hole station,

and from opening in 1836 carriages

had been hauled up its challenging

1-in-15 gradient bymeans of a rope,

and later cable-operated, system.

However, in July 1865, the North

Eastern Railway, which in 1854 had

absorbed theWhitby & Pickering

Railway through its acquisition of the

York & NorthMidland Railway, built a

deviation line that avoided the incline,

and this new route also bypassed Beck

Hole station, resulting in its closure.

The track between Beck Hole and

Grosmont remained in place for

occasional freight trains, and the

station itself was reopened in 1908

for summer tourists fromGrosmont

andWhitby who travelled in push-pull

autotrains, but this lasted only until

the outbreak of the FirstWordWar.

So ended Beck Hole’s brief

flirtationwith its own station and

an involvement with the industrial

revolution, although steam trains

are still nearby thanks to the North

YorkshireMoors Railway, which in

April 1973 reopened the 1865 line

fromGrosmont to Pickering eight

years after its closure by BR.

Today, as walkers pass the site of

Beck Hole station on the peaceful

and verdant Rail Trail that has been

created on the route of the original

line, the only reminder of its railway

past, apart from information boards,

is a North Eastern Railway cast

iron trespass sign from the line’s

operational days of more than a

century ago.

Our railways have left many lasting

legacies, especially in architecture

and bridges, but occasionally the

legacy demands imagination and a

suspension of belief. Beck Hole station

and its associated industrial past

require both.

Signhere:Apush-pull autotrainat the isolatedBeckHole station inNorthYorkshire inabout1910. The trainwasdriven

fromadriving compartment in the leading coachwith the firemanon the footplateof the centrally-located locomotive.

Thedriverhadcontrol of the regulatorbywayof a connection to theengine that ranunder the coach, andalso controlled

thebrakesviaa secondconnection to the locomotivewhichalsooperated thewhistle above thedriving compartment. The

driver and firemancommunicated througha speaking tube.Other than informationboards, theonly indication today that

this remote spotwasonce the locationofa station is the survivingNorthEasternRailway trespass sign.NYMRARCHIVE.

Inset: The trespass sign today.BARBARA PRINCE

Smileplease: The footplate crew, station staff andpassengers atBeck

Holeon the line toGrosmont inaphotographdatedbetween1908-12.

The locomotive,which looks in fine fettle as itwaits tohead itsone-

coach train toWhitby, is 1883-builtNorthEasternRailwayClassBTP

(BogieTankPassenger) 0-4-4TNo. 188. Thisparticular exampledid

not survive intoLNERownership, but those thatdidwere reclassified

ClassG6. TAMMYNAYLOR COLLECTION.

Endof the line:A lone lady is theonly signof life

atBeckHole station inaphotograph that is

believed todate fromthe late1920s/early 1930s,

some15years after itwas closed topassengers for

the second, and final, time.

TAMMYNAYLOR COLLECTION
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The70thanniversary special commemorating the lastpre-PreservationTalyllyn trainheadedbyNo. 2Dolgochat Tywyn

WharfonNovember9.MAX BIRCHENOUGH/TR

SirHenryHaydn Jones,whoowned

theTalyllynRailway from1911until his

death in1950. TR ARCHIVES

Derailment! The special trainofNovember1950at

TyMawr. TR ARCHIVES

No.2Dolgochat TywynPendre in July1950. TR

ARCHIVES

By the late1940s, theTalyllynRailwaywas invery

dilapidated condition. TywynPendre ispictured in

1949asnature slowly staked its claim for its future.

TR ARCHIVES

70 years on: Talyllyn celebrates
last train before its first
ByRobinJones

IN advanceofplannedmajor

celebrations tomark the70th

anniversaryof its first volunteer-run

service–andthereby thestartof the

operationalheritagesector– theTalyllyn

Railwayhas stageda‘rerun’of its final

train inprivateownership.

It was on a date now lost in the

mists of time that a special last pre-

Talyllyn Railway Preservation Society

(TRPS) train was run in November

1950 – and tomark the occasion

nearly seven decades on, it was

restaged on November 9.

As recounted in our special feature

in issue 273, the future of the 2ft 3in

gauge line was in serious doubt in

the autumn of 1950. Unusual in being

a public railway in the ownership of

a single individual, it had been kept

going by its owner, Sir Henry Haydn

Jones, who had bought it in 1911.

Survival
TheTalyllynwasnot included in the

Nationalisation in1948. Itwasvery

unusual inbeingapublic railway,

offeringa timetabledservice,ownedby

an individual: theonlyother such line

was theRomney,Hythe&Dymchurch

RailwayownedbyCaptain John

EdwardsPresgrave (‘Jack’)Howey.

However, the quarry it served,

also owned by Sir Haydn Jones, had

closed in 1946. Now in his eighties,

he had said he would keep it running

as long as he lived and had funded it

out of his own pocket. It was in a very

dilapidated condition andwhen Sir

Haydn died in July 1950, the railway

seemed set to follow. His widow, Lady

Haydn, kept the passenger service

running till the end of the summer

season; the final train, with Fletcher

Jennings 0-4-0WT No.Dolgoch, one

carriage and the brake van ran on

October 6 that year.

A group of enthusiasts including

Bill Trinder, Tom Rolt and Owen

Prosser who had been looking at

ways of preserving the Talyllyn and

had already been in contact with Sir

Haydn Jones and hismanager Edward

Thomas. A meeting called by Tom on

October 11 at the Imperial Hotel in

Birminghamwas attended by about

40 people, including Edward Thomas

and the Talyllyn Railway Preservation

Society was formed.

A committee formed to investigate

ways of preserving the railway first

met on October 23 and two new

members, James Boyd and John

Wilkins, were co-opted.

JohnWilkins was a Birmingham

industrialist, part of the family

owningWilkins andMitchell,

manufacturers of power presses

and other industrial equipment

and also Servis washingmachines.

Advertisements for Servis later

appeared on the rear of a number

of editions of the quarterly society

magazine Talyllyn News.

Not only that, but he was also one

of the owners of the Fairbourne

Railway which had been bought and

restored after the war, and so pre-

dates the modern-day operational

heritage railway movement.

Experience
In1946he, togetherwithhisbrother

andTommyHunt, anotherMidlands

industrialist,who laterproduced

castingsandcomponents for the

TalyllynandregaugedBarclay0-4-0WT

No.6Douglas, bought thesemiderelict

Fairbourne.Asprobably theonlyperson

onthecommitteewithexperienceof

runningasmall tourist railwayhewas

asked togoand lookat theTalyllynand

reportback.

The aforementioned special train

was therefore arranged. It was

probably the same formation as the

last passenger train, engine, one

carriage and the van. JohnWilkins

was on the train and probably

someone from the Fairbourne and

some committeemembers. Headed

by No. 2Dolgoch, it was driven by

Dai Jones and Edward Thomas was

probably guard.

The train ran to Abergynolwyn

but on the return journeyDolgoch

derailed seriously around six bends

east of Brynglas, and so the party

had to walk back to Tywyn. Edward

Thomas enlisted the assistance of the

“The November 9 special train was
a very quiet affair due to Covid-19

restrictions. Carriage No.3 was used as
it has two separated compartments to

facilitate social distancing.”
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The lastpublic TalyllynRailway serviceprior to thepreservation society’s

takeover, seenonOctober6, 1950. It comprisedDolgoch, the line’s first-class

coachand itsbrakevan. TR ARCHIVES

Proudmodern-dayTalyllynRailway

officials and footplate crewwith

Dolgochat the stationof the same

namewith theNovember9

commemorative train.MAX

BIRCHENOUGH/TR

Birmingham industrialist John

Wilkins,whousedhis Fairbourne

Railwayknowledge tohelp save the

Talyllyn. Johnbecameoneof the

first preservation societydirectorsof

the railway companyandprovided

bothmoneyandmanpower from

theFairbourneRailway tohelp the

volunteers in theearlydaysof their

Talyllyn takeover. TR ARCHIVES

David Jones (right), sonofDai Jones

whodrove the lastpre-heritageera

Talyllyn train inNovember1950,with

his sonTom.MAX BIRCHENOUGH/TR

Right:Marking the70thanniversary

of the last trainof theHenryHaydn

Jonesera,which it alsohauled,

Dolgochheadseastwardswith the

commemorative special on

November9.MAX BIRCHENOUGH/TR

military fromMorfa Camp in Tywyn to

get the train back to base.

JohnWilkins reported to the

society committee on December 11:

“The track is in very poor condition,

sleepers are rotten and about 50%

of the rails unusable. Talyllyn is a

complete write-off andDolgochwill

need inspection before it can again

have its boiler insured. This is not in

good order, being 81 years old.”

It is believed that no other trains

ran under Sir Haydn Jones’or his

widow’s ownership.

At that time it was thought

Dolgoch’s boiler was the original of

1866. Later research has revealed it

dated from 1891. The cost of track

repairs was estimated as £10,000

(£350,000 at today’s value).

However, Lady Haydn Jones

reached an agreement with the

TRPS on February 8, 1951 to hand

over the railway and the first train of

the preservation era ran onMay 14

that year.

The November 9, 2020 special

train was a very quiet affair due to

Covid-19 restrictions. Carriage No. 3

was used as it has two separated

compartments to facilitate

social distancing.

For the occasion,Dolgochwas

driven by David Jones, son of Dai who

drove the 1950 special, with his son

Tom as fireman. The Jones family have

worked on the TR for five generations:

Dai’s father and his father working on

both the railway and quarry.

Needless to say, the serious

derailment was not re-enacted!
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No live audience,
but live steam
makes its mark in
LSK’s latest sale
TWO7¼ingauge live steammodels

headed the railwayanaandmodels

category inaLacyScott&Knight

liveonline, email, commissionand

telephonesale inBurySt Edmundson

November17.

Heading thepairwitha realisation

of£2600wasan0-6-0STnumbered

05andnamedHolmside,whichcame

with ridingand transport trollies, and

behindat£1900wasan0-4-2Twhich

thecataloguedescribedas “well used

andenjoyed”andwasalso soldwitha

transport trolley.

Topping the smallermodelswasan

HOgaugeChicagoBurlington&Quincy

RailroadO-5 class 4-8-4, oneof100

madebyTobyModelsof Japan (£550).

Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof20%

(+VAT).

As thedebateamongcollectors

continuesabout liveaudienceversus

liveonlineauctions, figures fromLacy

Scott&Knight revealed in this sale’s

catalogueemphaticallymakeacase

for the latter,with remotebiddingnow

accounting for approximately75-80%of

winningbids.

England, Scotland
andWales railway
scenes win the day
CLOSEDScottish stations and

north-west England sceneswere the

winners in a railwayphotographs,

slides andnegatives online sale heldby

Justaclickago fromNovember 16 to22.

Thecollection,which sold for £560,

comprised800 slidesof infrastructure,

manyofwhichdated fromthe1960s. Its

realisationwasmatchedby260 slides

ofmodern traction inEngland, Scotland

andWales from1970-90.

A collectionof 1000 slides of

European steamandmodern traction

in the1990swent for £510, closely

followedat £500 for 500 slidesofUK

industrial locations in the1960s-90s

that comprisedmostly diesel traction,

includingex-BR shunters. Prices exclude

buyer’s premiumof 15%.
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RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■January14-February2

Paperchase

(Email, telephone,andpostal)

■January15

Vectis (model trains)

(Liveonline, email, telephone,and

postal)

■January15-18

ThirskRailwayana

(Timed internet)

New kids on the block
keep steam on its toes
STEAMnameplatesmayhavetakenthe

honours in theupperechelonsofGW

Railwayana’sdouble-header liveonline,

email, telephoneandcommissionbids

auctiononNovember13/14,but itwas

noeasyvictoryduetoaselectionof

diesel rivalsmakingtheirpresencewell

andtruly felt.

Toppingthehitparadeat£16,500were

ClanMacleod fromBRStandardPacific

No.72008,andWadebridgewithCornwall

badgefromSRWestCountryPacific

No.34007(£15,800),but thentwodiesels

joined intheaction,comprisingHighland

Chieftain fromClass43HSTpowercar

No.43308andWesternPrefect fromClass

52diesel-hydraulicD1066,whichsold for

£13,900and£9400respectively.

TheHSTplatewasoneofsevenfrom

theclassauctionedbyGWRAonbehalf

of thestate-ownedtrainoperating

companyLondonNorthEastern

Railway, themodernreincarnationof

theoriginalLNER.Thecollection,which

wasbeingsold inaidof thecharity

Calm, raised£41,100atprices from

£1700forLincolnshireEcho frompower

carNo.43208uptothe£13,900 for

HighlandChieftain.

Realisations
Steamfollowedclosely in therailtracks

of theClass52withnameplate

Woolacombe fromanotherWestCountry

class locomotive,No.34044(£9200),and

thencetherewasagap inthecategory

toGWRtrioButlersHall fromNo.6902at

£4400,DorneyCourt fromSaintNo.2940

(£3800), andMarwellHall fromNo.5946,

whichrealised£3400.

Threesteamnameplates that failed

tosellunder thehammerwereGWR

HeatherdenHall fromNo.6946,Barham

fromLMSJubileeNo.45653,andPrincess

ArthurofConnaught fromPrincessRoyal

No.46207,althoughtheJubileedidgoto

anewhomeafter full-timefor£5700.

Stationtotemsignsarecurrently riding

thecrestof thewave, so itwasnosurprise

the leadingnon-nameplatepricewas

onesuchexample,BR(E)Lavenham

whichwasmaking itsauctiondebut

andfetched£6100. Itwassupportedby

BR(S)Heverat£4500,BR(NE)Saltburnat

£3700,andasecondSouthernRegion

representative,Warminster (£3100).

Thebest-sellingsmokebox

numberplatewas70043fromStandard

BritanniaLordKitchener (£5700),with

35025frompreservedSRMerchantNavy

BrocklebankLinenot farbehindat£5400,

whilecabsidenumberplateswere ledby

6020fromGWRKingHenryIV (£5600),

followedbyD1051fromClass52diesel-

hydraulicWesternAmbassador (£3900)

and4983fromGWRAlbertHall (£2600).

Main linesteamtookabackseat in

theworksplatecategory,whichwas

hijackedbytwoindustrial locomotives,

adiesel, andanelectric locomotive.The

leadersof thepackwerea1911Avonside

EngineCoplate (worksNo.1591) from

an0-4-0STnamedEmpressbuilt for the

ArleyColliery inWarwickshire (£4700),

andaHunsletEngineCoexample (works

No.541) from1ft10¾ingaugeAliceclass

0-4-0STNo.1RoughPupbuilt in1891for

theDinorwicslatequarrysysteminnorth

Wales (£2900).

Thedieselera in thiscategorywas

headedat£2600bya1959Brush

Tractionplate (worksNo.123) from

Class31D5524/31106,andthe

electric selectionbya1950Gorton

plate (worksNo.1011) fromClassEM1

No.26004/76004(£2200).

ThisbeingaGWRailwayanaauction,

clocksputonashowfor theonline

bidders,andtwoemergedas joint

winnersat£3100apiece–anLSWR

8indialdating from1893that last saw

serviceatExeterCentral, andacirca1870

GWR12indial fromCulkertononthe

KembletoTetburybranch line.

Other realisations included£2900for

aheadboard for thePaddington-south

Wales‘CapitalsUnitedExpress’, £2600 for

aBR(M)northWalesposter,£2500fora

BR(E)Romfordstationdirectionenamel

sign,and£2000foraboardgame‘Race

totheoceancoast’madefor theGWRby

ChadValley,whichcamecompletewith

threemodel locosandashaker.

Plates
Other locomotive itemsa little further

downthepeckingorderwere leading

shedplate83G(Penzance), andan

‘improveddraughting’cabplate from

GWRNo.7022HerefordCastle, eachof

which fetched£1100.Pricesexclude

buyer’spremiumof15%(+VAT).

Theauction’shammerprices in this live

online,email, telephoneandcommission

bidsauctionexceeded£½million,

leadingGWRA’sSimonTurner tosaythat

hewouldnotexpect toever returnto live

audiencesales forallhisauctionseach

year,althoughhe left thedooropento

thepossibilityofoneannuallybeingso.

“Thegoalpostshavemoved,”hesaid.

“Thewebsite isnowoursinglemost

importantelement,butalso important

areourprintedcatalogues,whichwill

definitelycontinue.Thefuturewillbea

mixtureof theoldandthenew,andthat’s

a fascinatingprospectwhich Igreatly

look forwardto.”

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY



A COLLECTIONofmore than

3000 colour slides ofmainly steam

in theUK, Europe, Africa, India,

SouthAmerica andAustralia, sold

with copyright in nine lots for a

total of £735 inGreatNorthern’s

‘Alpha’auction of general

railwayana that endedon

October 31.

Runner-upwas

aMidlandRailway

‘Distant fromLiverpool’

signalbox brass lever

lead,whichwent for

£280. Both prices excludebuyer’s

premiumof 15%.

The salewas run in conjunction

withGreat Northern’smain email,

telephone andpostal auction,

inwhich the three leading

realisationswere, as reported

in lastmonth’s column,

£8000, £6500 and£6000

for nameplates Southport,

Minotaurand Sandwich

fromLMS trio Patriot

No. 45527 and Jubilee

Nos. 45695 and45641.

Aposter issuedby theLNER in1928 featuringBamburghCastle in

Northumberland sold for£9200 (plusbuyer’s premiumof25% incVAT) at an

Onslows’ liveonlineauctiononNovember26. Itwas theworkofWilliamRussell

Flint (1880-1969), a Scottishartist and illustratorwhowasknighted in1947and

presidentof theRoyal SocietyofPainters inWatercolours from1936-56. Further

details of theauctionwill bepublished innextmonth’s railwayana column.

ONSLOWS

THEREwas alwaysgoing tobeonly

onewinner inGreat Central’s 11th

fortnightly 80-lot auction that endedon

November 13, and the favourite didn’t

let thepunters down. Itwasnameplate

Royal Fusilier fromLMSRoyal Scot

No. 46111,which sold for £10,200, a

successwhichhadanaddedpoignancy

due to the auctionbeingheld in the

weekBritain honoured the fallen in the

FirstWorldWar , a conflict inwhich the

regiment servedwithdistinction.

The4-6-0wasbuilt inOctober 1927

byNorthBritish Loco–oneof 16 to

emerge thatmonth alone from the

company’sGlasgowworks – andwas

withdrawn from theNottinghamshire

shedofAnnesley (16D) in

September 1963.

No. 46111 joined twoothers locos

whosenameplates have recorded

five-figure realisations inGreat Central’s

series ofmini internet, email, telephone

andpostal auctions that started inMay

–SRBattle of Britain PacificNo. 34110 66

Squadron (£13,700) andLBSCRH1class

4-4-2No. 32038PortlandBill (£10,300).

Therewas clear daylight between

Royal Fusilier and the sale’s runner-up,

BR(NE) totemsignMoorthorpe&South

Kirkby,whichwent for £2900.This

WestYorkshire station, on theYork to

Sheffield line,wasopened jointly by the

MidlandandNorth Eastern railways in

May1879 and is still open today. Itwas

renamed simplyMoorthorpe in 1961,

atwhich time the totem thatwent

under thehammerwouldhavebeen

replaced.The twoprices excludebuyer’s

premiumof 15% (+VAT).
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GCRA goes live after
‘Bloxham-style’ auction
gets the ball rolling
AFTERa tentative first stepwith

a‘Bloxham-style’saleofgeneral

railwayanaonNovember 21,Great

Central hasdecided toenter the live

onlinebiddingarenaona regular basis

withmonthlymain 200-lot auctions,

startingonFebruary 6.

Great Central directorMike Sodenwas

the auctioneer inwhat couldbe called

the auctionhouse’s‘trial’live online sale

onNovember 21.Of this, his first-ever

such auction, he said:“We took a little

while toget into it, but then I began to

enjoy it, and found itwasn’t as difficult

as I feared itmightbe.”

As a result, Great Central hasdecided

to suspend its fortnightly 80-lot sales

whichhavebeenheld since June and

didnotprovide liveonlinebidding,

and replace them fromFebruarywith

200-lot auctionson the first Saturdayof

eachmonth.

Biddingwill be liveonline, andon the

BRIANMoakes,who runs thequarterly

Paperchase railwaypaperworkand

printedcollectables auction, has

described its recent relaunchasan

“encouraging start.”

Brianheldhis first auction in1991,

andhasgaineda reputation foroffering

awidevarietyofhistorical items that

have realistic startingprices and

competitive realisations.

In those threedecades, however, the

auctionworldhas changed, especially

in thecurrentCovid-19era, and the

internethasbecomea towering

influence,whichhehas recognised

bymaking thecatalogueavailable

onlinewithan illustrationof every lot,

and realisationspostedpromptly after

each sale.

Theprintedcatalogue is still available

and remains the straightforwardand

uncomplicatedpublicationwith limited

illustrations that it has alwaysbeen,but

collectorswho feel comfortablewith

the internet –and that isn’t everybody

within themovement, even today–will

havewelcomed thenewdevelopment.

The first new-stylePaperchaseauction

ended its three-week runonNovember

3, andBrian, a formerdirectorof

SheffieldRailwayana, saidpost-sale:“We

attractedanumberofnewbiddersdue

to thecataloguebeingonourwebsite,

and it proved tobeanencouraging

startwith somepositive feedback.

I’mnotgoing tomakeanyunrealistic

predictions, butmostdefinitely so far,

sogood.”

‘Encouraging start’ for
relaunched Paperchase,
says Brian Moakes

Poignant winner in GCRAmini auction

Theattractionof the straightforward

methodsofbidding–by telephone,

email orpost – remain, andso too the

competitive realisations, as is illustrated

by thehighestprice in the recent

auctionbeing£230 for eachof two lots

ofnineGreatWesternandMetropolitan

Railway luggage labels. An1899Great

Central Railway timetablebookletwent

for £210, thesepricesexcludingbuyer’s

premiumof12½%.

Onehigh-profile collector told

HeritageRailway:“I haveboughtand

soldatPaperchase formanyyears, and

havealways regarded it as ahidden

gem. IwishBrianwell, although

hopefully theoccasionalbargainwill still

comemyway!”

internet, telephoneorby commission.

Thetoprealisation in theNovember21

sale of general railwayanawas£620 for

fourwagonD-plates,with the star of

this lot beinga1962York 35½-ton

example, andat £560 cameaBR(S)

Hastings station totemsignandat £520

aSouthernRailway Isle ofWight

carriagemap.

Two lots at £420were a34A (Kings

Cross) shedplate andaGWRplatform

lamp fromArdley, on theBanbury-

Bicester stretchof the London-

Birminghammain line. Prices exclude

buyer’s premiumof 15% (+VAT).

Steamathomeandoverseas adds
colour toGNRA‘Alpha’sale

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA





Carrying thedistinctivebrightmaroon livery

inwhich it hauled theKeighley&WorthValley

Railway’s reopening special on June29, 1968,

BR Ivatt 2MT2-6-2TNo. 41241 climbsOakworth

bankwithoneof the line’s socially-distanced

2020Christmas specials, the ‘Elf Express’ on

December5.ANDREW SOUTHWELL



FESTIVE FOCUS

THE CHRISTMAS TRAINS
WE THOUGHTWEWOULD NEVER SEE

TheSevernValleyRailway’s Steam inLights service

setsback throughHamptonLoadewithBulleidWest

Country lightPacificNo. 34027TawValley in charge

onDecember5. JOHN TITLOW

T
his month, the public has been able once
again to gaze in awe at the spectacle of
illuminated Christmas trains lighting

up the night skies above several of our heritage
railways. Engineered by the Dartmouth Steam
Railway two years ago, this time round the
Mid-Hants Railway has taken the concept to
a new high, its Steam Illuminations boasting
a unique, world-first digital LED train
consisting of thousands of fully controllable
colour mixing lights and wristbands.
Modern technology is indeed LED light

years away from what was believed to be the
world’s first Christmas train – which, 71
years ago, comprised a Lister diesel with a
moth-eaten stag’s head fitted to the grille
and a bearskin rug draped over the engine
cover to create a reindeer.

The then 15in gauge Fairbourne Railway
ran private ‘Father Christmas Trains’ for
pupils from the village school in Beach
Road from 1949, starting three years after
Birmingham industrialist John Wilkins
(see News, pages 46-47) took over the line,
and two years before the Talyllyn Railway
– which he also helped save, ran its first
heritage-era services.

Origins
Each year he erected a large illuminated
Christmas tree at Fairbourne, while Lister
diesel Gwril would be transformed into
a reindeer using the stag’s head from
the Fairbourne Hotel and a suitably-
decorated flat truck providing a seat for
Father Christmas.

The last such special on the line ran
in 1967, just before the school closed
down. The Fairbourne Santa train had
very much been a little local affair, far
from the gaze of both the summer
holidaymakers who visited the Welsh
coast and the rest of Britain, but its
operation had unintentionally highlighted
a commercial principle that today is not
only crucial to the well-being of heritage
railways, but brings multiple benefits
to their local economies at this time
of year.
In 1961, a year after launching its ground-

breaking public services on the first section
of a closed BR line to be reopened by
revivalists, the Bluebell Railway launched
its ‘Boxing Day Specials.’

The heritage railway sector has again come into its own for Christmas, with a dazzling
array of traditional and innovative festive trains. Against the background of Covid-19,
2020 has involved a Herculean task not only to run services which provide vital income
to keep our lines running throughout the year, but to also ensure they are safe. Indeed,
what has been achieved this December is a massive testament to triumph over adversity.
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A brake van would be hauled from Sheffield
Park to the then northern terminus of
Bluebell Halt, just before Horsted Keynes, and
Santa Claus would be ‘collected’ (he had been
aboard all along) and brought back behind a
tank engine for the delight of youngsters.
Four years later, it was the Keighley &Worth

Valley Railway which began looking towards
the North Pole. On December 18, 1965, Santa
Claus made his first visit to the Worth Valley
branch, making his way to Haworth station
in the cab of Lancashire & Yorkshire Railway
‘Pug’ 0-4-0ST No. 51218.
It was the railway’s then chairman, Bob

Cryer (who later became Labour MP from
1974 until 1983) who dreamed up the idea. His
wife Ann later recalled: “Bob’s mother Gladys
Evelyn Cryer, a highly-skilled tailoress, made
the Father Christmas coat.” Ann thinks
that later she made a second one for the
two-train operation.
In 1966, after J72 0-6-0T No. 69023 Joem

arrived on the line, it was used to haul
carriages carrying Santa to meet children.
However, it was not until December 1967
that, using special dispensation given to the
revivalists to carry passengers, it ran the
line’s first public Santa special as we know
it. The train consisted of three coaches with
prototype English Electric diesel D0226 on
the rear.
More roots of the festive transport

phenomenon had been laid down.

Expansion
Fast forward to today, and history records
that as the heritage sector snowballed in size
over the decades, so did its Santa season.
Across the country, Santa specials have
become as entrenched as a Christmas custom
as any Charles Dickens creation, or for that
matter, the traditional gift of a train set under
the tree.
Seasonal programmes which started out

as a handful of December specials grew into
November and, once Santa had returned
to the North Pole from his delivery round,
expanded into mince pie specials and
New Year’s services, creating a lucrative
early winter season where there had once
been none.
Mass public demand for festive season

services led the sector to develop striking
new ideas on the by then time-honoured and
well-trodden theme.
One major development surrounded

the Polar Express, the worldwide smash
hit Warner Brothers computer-animated
adventure movie starring Tom Hanks. Based
on the 1985 children’s book of the same
name by Chris Van Allsburg, it relates to the

Above: The first festive train: happy schoolchildren

gatheraroundSantaanddriver JohnHarrisonafter

1943-built Lister 0-4-0DMGwrildressedupasa

reindeerarrivedwith the ‘FatherChristmasTrain’

on the then15ingaugeFairbourneRailway. The

locomotive isnowat theWindmill FarmRailwayat

Burscough, Lancashire. LESLIE VAUGHTON/FR

Right:Where’s the

snow?The firstKeighley

&WorthValleyRailway

Santa ‘train’ stands in

the rainatHaworthon

December18, 1965.

Lancashire&Yorkshire

Railway ‘Pug’ 0-4-0ST

No. 51218venturedout

fromHaworthyard to

the station.At that time,

thepublic hadyet tobe

allowed to rideon the

line’s trains to travel to

seeSanta, so thebig

man in redhad to come

to them! KWVR

BRJ720-60TNo. 69023 JoemheadsapioneeringSanta train througha snow-cladWorthValley inDecember

1967.KEN ROBERTS

AndrewBarclay0-4-0STNo. 2217of1947HenryEllisonheadsa ‘TrainThroughChristmasCountryside’ service

atWirksworthon theEcclesbourneValleyRailwayonDecember5. The socially-distanced services advertised

singinganddancingporters,woodlandpuppets, hot chocolateandcookies for everypassenger,withSanta

visiting thedoorof every compartmentwithpresents for children.MICHAEL ANDERSON
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story of a young boy who, on Christmas Eve,
sees a mysterious train bound for the North
Pole stop outside his window and is invited
aboard by its conductor. Once on board,
actors play the part of a host of characters
who he interacts with en route to the kingdom
of magic.
The Academy Award-winning movie

inspired numerous real-world holiday train
travel experiences based loosely on the film’s
fictitious train trip.
The UK’s first Polar Express train rides were

run by the Dartmoor and Weardale railways
which were then both owned by the company
British American Railway Services, which
in 2012 acquired the British rights to use the
film for the purpose. While these services
were all diesel-hauled, in 2016, the Telford
Steam Railway became the first UK line to run
the Polar Express with steam. In 2018, Vintage
Trains adapted the concept for the first main
line Polar Express trips in the UK, running
from BirminghamMoor Street to its base at
Tyseley and back.
That year, the Dartmouth Steam Railway

well and truly lit up Christmas, offering
a 90-minute festive steam special like no
other seen on these shores, with a series
of American-style Christmas trains, with
locomotives and carriages lit up with in excess
of 100,000 lights and miles of cabling for its
Train of Lights, combining both onboard and
lineside illuminations.
The line’s then managing director Andrew

Pooley teamed up with a local events company
to stage a spectacular illuminated display,
transforming an ancient oak forest and
other points along the line into a magical
nocturnal extravaganza.
The project, which also drew inspiration

from the Christmas Coca Cola truck and
illuminated estates such as Kew Gardens,
was literally an overnight sensation, and the
following Christmas and thereafter, led to
similar illuminated trains of lines big and
small, many of them helped by Andrew, who
left the Dartmouth line shortly afterwards.
On February 8, the Dartmouth Steam

Railway was presented with the Heritage
Railway Association’s first-ever Award
for Special Events, in recognition of its
development of the concept, which is now
potentially as big a revenue stream in its own
right as Thomas the Tank Engine events and
1940s weekends. Most of the lines which
subsequently ran illuminated trains of lights
have also continued with the tried-and-tested
Santa specials.

Headwinds
The 2020 global coronavirus pandemic and
subsequent Government restrictions which
left Britain on a world war-style footing have
placed much of the heritage railway sector in
financial straits.
Recent issues of this magazine have covered

in detail the sizeable official grant aid payouts
combined with the lines’ own public SOS
appeals aimed at keeping them afloat in the
face of an acute loss of income, caused in the
first instance by not being able to run services
in the early part of the season.
Late summer offered hope as infection rates

dropped, but autumn saw the feared rise in
numbers leading to the second lockdown
in England, which began on November 5 –
immediately wiping out the planned first
weekend of Christmas trains due to begin at
the end of the month.

TheSouthDevonRailwaywasnotable to stageany festive services this year, but itsGWRprairieNo. 5526, on

loan to theBattlefield Line, is seenheadingaSanta special onDecember5.GRAHAMNUTTALL

No.43106approachesNorthwoodHaltwithaSevernValleySanta special onDecember5. JOHN TITLOW

Right: TheMid-Suffolk Light

Railway’s Santa specials this

year all soldout.December6

was the first time that the

‘Middy’ had runorhad

anengine in steamsince

January1, as a result of

theCovid-19pandemic.

Theoccasionwasalso the

penultimate steaming for

NERY70-4-0TNo. 985,which

ison loan fromtheNorth

NorfolkRailway, as it is due

foroverhaul. The railway

will beholdingaSteam&Oil

Lights Festival onNewYear’s

Day,when theHistorical

LightingAssociationwill be

stagingadisplayofVictorian

oil lamps in the restoration

shed.All visitsmustbe

pre-booked. Seewww.mslr.

org.uk fordetails. JAMES

KINDRED



Heritagerailway.co.uk 55

Several lines decided to cancel services
outright: all of those running Polar Express
events, including, for the first time, the South
Devon Railway, saw them called off because of
social distancing requirements aboard.
The Dartmouth Steam Railway, which had

excelled itself by pulling out all the stops
during the first lockdown to ensure that its
regular services were safe for passengers, even
to the point of extending in Paignton Queens
Park platform to facilitate longer trains on
which social distancing dictated fewer people
per carriage, cancelled its Train of Lights
programme – the very same that it had
invented – because of fears that public safety
could be compromised.
‘Firebreak’ restrictions and the prospect of

no visitors (along with many staff members
and volunteers) coming over the border
from England led to several of the Welsh
lines, including the Ffestiniog &Welsh
Highland and the Welshpool & Llanfair
Light railways ditching their Christmas
programmes outright.
The East Lancashire Railway (ELR) was

forced to cancel its enormously-popular Santa
specials covering the weekends of December
5-6 and 12-13 due to new Tier 3 restrictions
and offered passengers refunds.
ELR chairman Mike Kelly said: “It’s with

a very heavy heart that we have to make this
announcement at such a late stage, but this was
simply out of our control. We cannot operate
Santa specials without the permission of Bury
Metropolitan Borough Council, and it has
taken them time to assess the new regulations
and give us a decision.” He added that the

cancellation was “a bitter disappointment
for ELR staff and volunteers who have
worked tirelessly in recent months to prepare
our Santa specials in a way that was fully
compliant with the Covid-19 restrictions.”
However, further to the east across the

Pennines, the Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway, which also found itself in Tier 3,
was given the go-ahead for its pre-bookings-
only ‘Elf Express’ after a last-minute
change of heart by Bradford Metropolitan
Borough Council.
The local authority had initially agreed to

allow the festive trains, but then changed
its mind following fresh Government
guidance. Disappointed KWVR officials,
backed by local MP Robbie Moore, councillor
Rebecca Poulson and Steve Oates of the
Heritage Railway Association spent 36 hours
persuading the council to reconsider – and
were successful.
However, before then, the railway had to

display some of the spirit of innovation that it
had done with its first Santa train in 1965.
With the urgent need for more carriages

with private Covid-19 secure compartments,
carriage and wagon volunteers converted two
Open Suburban carriages to compartments.
However, as well as making them Covid-19
secure, the brief was also that there were
to be no permanent changes inside, so
whatever is added, had to be removable and
the process reversed, without damage to the
original carriage.
Passengers were expecting ‘private

compartments’ suitable for a family group
from the same household or bubble. The team

found that the original luggage racks were
well placed to provide a secure framework
on which to fix the pre-cut compartment
partitions. To complete each partition and
meet fire regulations, the surfaces have to be
finished with intumescent fire-resistant paint.
In late November, team numbers were

diminished, with regulars either catching
the virus or self-isolating. Nonetheless, the
subdivision of the compartments by full
height, solid timber partitions with fire seals
between the top of each and the original
carriage roof, was completed in time for the
‘Elf Express’ to begin on December 5. The
price paid was one broken light bulb and some
very tatty luggage rack netting which fell to
pieces while being removed!
Arriving at Oxenhope on the ‘Elf Express’,

Santa’s elves hand passengers a golden ticket
to ride in a private compartment to meet Santa
and his friends in Kringle Town’s Winter
Wonderland, passing through the enchanting
Ingrow Tunnel of lights on the way.

Demand
Loadings on Steam in Lights trains on the
Severn Valley Railway were very different
from the inaugural service in 2019 because
there were three return workings departing
Bridgnorth, at 4.30pm, 6.30pm and 8.30pm
to Hampton Loade, whereas the previous
year it was only two trains from Bridgnorth
to Highley and return. Journey time was an
hour, giving plenty of time for the carriages to
be cleaned and disinfected between workings
at Bridgnorth.
A day after the second lockdown was lifted

Above left: PrussianBluewasnever like this:

Somerset&Dorset JointRailway7F2-8-0No. 53808

arrives atMedstead&FourMarkswith the8.30pm

Steam Illuminations festive train fromAltonon

December5,whileUrie S154-6-0No.30506waits to

departwithanother.NICK GILLIAM

Above:Blue for you: Stanier 8F2-8-0No. 48305 is

picturedatQuorn&Woodhouseat theheadof the

GreatCentral Railway’s final ‘WinterWonderlights’

test trainonDecember3.ROBIN JONES

Left: SRUClass2-6-0No. 31806works tender first

into the superbly-festoonedCorfeCastle station

withaSwanageRailwaySteamandLights test train

onDecember3.ANDREWPMWRIGHT



BRStandard2MT2-6-0No. 78022heads

an ‘Elf Special’ throughOakworthon

theKeighley&WorthValleyRailwayon

December5. TOMMARSHALL

Left andabove: Steamdrifts fromthe

carriageheatingatWinchcombeas

WR4-6-0No. 7820DinmoreManor

waits to return its festive special to

Toddingtonon theGloucestershire

WarwickshireRailwayonDecember6.

Inset:Driver JohnCruzon fits the

headboard toNo. 7820. IAN CROWDER
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in England, the first Steam in Lights service
ran in pouring rain. While much of the
neighbouring West Midlands was placed in
Tier 3, Shropshire was in Tier 2 enabling the
SVR to run its festive services. Passengers
from neighbouring Tier 3 areas were being
advised to read Government guidelines
before travelling.
Motive power was Bulleid West Country

Pacific No. 34027 Taw Valley, with a diesel
on the Hampton Loade end hauling nine
coaches, one for the generator and lighting
controls. The service was running daily,
except for Sundays and Mondays.
To start the show, the train was set back

out of Bridgnorth station out of sight while
passengers were shown where their carriage
was stopping. Slowly, the train ran into the
station, starting with the lights off, and
then as it approached the lights came on the
locomotive first, followed by each carriage
individually as it pulled in. The lights were
switched on only after passing a local B road
and turned off over the Bridgnorth bypass to
avoid accidents.
All seats were allocated, masks had to be

worn on the platform, in corridors and by
those in non-compartment carriages. When
in a private compartment, passengers could
remove their masks. Costs were £40 for a table
for two; £80 per compartment for four; and
£120 a compartment for six. Premium fares
were charged on Fridays and Saturdays.
Elsewhere, on Saturdays and Sundays

six Santa trains ran on the opposite end of
the line from Kidderminster to Arley for a
Christmas show. For operational reasons
the train then ran as empty coaching stock
to Highley to run round. Trains crossed
at Bewdley and Ivatt 2-6-0 No. 43106 and
BR Standard 4MT 4-6-0 No. 75069 were
in charge. Also, there was the traditional
midweek mince pie specials and dining trains.
As we closed for press, the seasonal trains

were proving a great success. Loadings were in
excess of 90%, rising to 95% on certain trains,
with 1500 passengers daily on the Santas and
750 on the Steam in Lights.
Figures like that serve to indicate that out

of the gloom which has been the darkest year
for the heritage sector, determination and
innovation will see us back into the light, and
hopefully very soon.
➜ Additional reporting: John Titlow.

PolishTKp0-8-0TNo. 5485

heads the1.40pmSanta

special comprising continental

stockpastWansford’s classic

LNWRsignalboxon

December5,whenpublic

services returned to theNene

ValleyRailway.Meanwhile,

BulleidBattleofBritain light

PacificNo. 3408192Squadron

was in steam inWansford

yardas standby: the following

weekend, the roleswere

reversedwith it rostered to

haul theSantas insteadof

No. 5485.Weunderstand that

No. 34081 is tobe repainted

into its laterBRgreen livery

within thenext twoyears.

ROBIN JONES

“The 2020 global coronavirus pandemic and subsequent
Government restrictions which left Britain on a world war-
style footing have placedmuch of the heritage railway
sector in financial straits.”

TheBluebell Railway ismarking its 60thanniversary yearby introducing its own

illuminated trains. Beforeboarding, passengers see thebig switch-onas the

darknessof SheffieldPark station is suddenly floodedwith light. BRStandard

5MT4-6-0No. 73082Camelot is seenheadingaSteamLights test trainon

November13.BR

TheDeanForestRailway’s sell-out seasonof Santa specials beganonDecember2

andcontinueduntil ChristmasEve. Commercialmanager JamesGrahamsaid:

“Weareabsolutelydelighted to complete2020with these sold-out trains.We

cannothaveourusualpresenceof elvesminglingon the train, least of all Father

Christmashimself. Fortunatelyour southern terminusat Lydney Junctionhasa

lovelywideplatformwherewehaveerectedmarquees forour visitors tomeeta

socially-distancedSantaand receive their presents.”GWR2-6-2TNo. 5541 is seen

awaitingdeparture fromLydney Junctionwith the last Santa trainofDecember5.

KEIRRAN COPLEY/DFR



Main linereturn
forBluePeter
in2021?
ByJohnTitlow

LNERA2PacificNo.60532BluePeter

couldbebackoperatingonthemain line

in2021, following itsoverhaulbyLondon

NorthWesternRailwayHeritage.

However, the firstpriorityat the firm’s

Creweworkshops is thereturnnextyear

ofBR4-6-2No.70000Britannia to the

nationalnetwork.

Britannia’sboilerhasbeen lifted from

theframesandthetubes removed,with

somewastedstaysonthesidesbeing

replacedaspartof thiswork.

Thebottomendandmechanicsare in

extremelygoodcondition–therebeing

theaddedadvantageofall theroller

bearingsbeingreplacedrecently.The

valvesandpistonshavebeenremoved

for routineexaminationandreportsare

awaitedontheir condition.

Itsoverhaulhasbeendelayedby

Covid-19afternon-essential staffwere

placedonfurloughduetopositive test

resultshavingbeenfoundat theworks.

Themovewas intendedtocreatea

firebreak,protectstaffandreducethe

spreadof thevirus.Staff returnedtowork

onDecember3after twoweeks.

Meanwhile,essential staffwhowere

able todistancesafelycontinuedtowork,

especially thoseworkingonpreparing

LocomotiveServicesLimited’s setof

Mk.3 Intercitycoaches ready for their

launch intotraffic.Workwasalsoable to

continueonaprivatecarriage forowner

JeremyHosking.

Covid-19hasalsodelayedtheeagerly-

awaitedcompletionofBluePeter. LNER

A1’sandA2’smiddlecylindersaresimilar

andwithBluePeter’soriginalnot fit for

purpose,anewmiddlecylinderwascast

usingthetraditionalwoodenpattern

suppliedbyTheA1SteamLocomotive

Trustwithaminormodification.The

middlecylinderhasbeen loosely

positioned inplaceandcamecomplete

with its liners in thesummerof lastyear.

Significantprogresscontinuedwith

the fittingof thetwooutsidecylinder

linersonNovember17.Thetwo19in

linerswere individually immersed into

liquidnitrogentoshrink themfor fitting

intothecylinders,alongwiththe four

outsidevalve liners,andthe jobwas

completedsuccessfully.

Progress
Work iscontinuingontheboilerwith the

inner fireboxstillwaitingtobefittedto

theouterbox.Rewheelingof thetender

is imminentafter themachiningof the

newaxleboxesandcrowns.

Anotherboilerbeingworkedon is

thatofGWR‘Castle’Class 4-6-0No. 5029

NunneyCastle. Originally it had two

rowsof superheater elements, but

beforemanufacturingand fitting the

backand front tubeplates, thedecision

wasmade togo for the later Swindon

designof a three-rowsuperheater,

which should improve steaming. Itwas

the laterBR‘Castles’thathad four-row

superheaters anddouble chimneys.

Thebottomend ismechanicallygood.

TyseleyLocomotiveWorkshas the

contract for theoverhaulof thetender,

whereworkhasstarted.Thishas included

thebuildingofanewtank,while the

wheelshavebeensent toSouthDevon

RailwayEngineeringatBuckfastleigh

for retyring.

Theoverhaulof Jeremy’sBRStandard

9F2-10-0No.92212 is in theveryearly

stages,with theboilercurrentlybeing

preparedfor removalat thePrincess

RoyalClassLocomotiveTrust’sWest

Shedat theMidlandRailway-Butterley.

ThetenderhasgonetoNorthernSteam

EngineeringLtdatStockton-on-Tees fora

fulloverhaulandthe fittingofanewtank.

TheoriginalboilerofNo.92212needs

considerablework,butCrewehasa

sparedonatedbysisterNo.92245.Before

No.92212cameoutof trafficat theMid-

HantsRailway inDecember2019, the

decisionwasmadetomoveforwardwith

its repairs, andsoNo.92212’sboilerwill

thenbecomethespare.No.92245was

the last9Fto leaveBarryscrapyard.

Despite9Fsnotbeingallowedonthe

main lineduetothecentre flangeless

drivingwheels, theworkwillbedone

totheprinciplesofMT276,whichwas

producedbyBRand is thestandardused

inrailwaypreservationforoverhaulsand

maintenanceonsteamlocomotivesasa

guidetogoodpractice.Completionmay

takeuptothreeyears, afterwhichthe

locomotivewillbeavailable forhire to

heritage lines.

THERailwayTouringCompany

(RTC) cancelled its three trips

planned forDecember.

As reported last issue, the

trainswere all due to visit

Yorkor Edinburgh, the first,

‘EdinburghChristmasMarket’

departingYork for Edinburghon

December 12.

OnDecember 17 the‘White

Rose’wasdown to leave

Cambridge forYork,while the

thirddeparture, December

19 – another‘White Rose’–was

planned to start fromKing’s

Cross forYork, all of the trips

tobehauledbyA1Pacific

No. 60163 Tornado.

RTC is due tobeginnext year’s

programmeon January 30with

a‘Winter CumbrianMountain

Express’(CME) fromManchester

Victoria (not Euston) for Carlisle

with stops at Bolton, Prestonand

Blackburn.Motivepowerwill be

drawn from theCarnforthpool.

Traction
The‘CME’begins its Euston

departureonFebruary 6with

Class 86No. 86259 LesRoss

taking the train toCarnforth,

where steam takesover for the

final leg toCarlisle, returning

over the Settle andCarlisle line

toPreston,where theAL6 comes

on for the runback to London.

This excursion is set tobe

repeatedonFebruary 27. Both

departures call atWatford

Junction,MiltonKeynes,

Northampton, Rugby, Crewe

andPreston. Passengers from

Watford catch a service train to

MiltonKeynes,while those from

Northamptonmay travel to

Rugby for a connection.

Booked for February 13,

the‘Valentine’s Bath&Bristol

Express’starts fromLondon

Victoria, beforepickingupat

Egham,WokingandBasingstoke

and travellingonvia Salisbury,

WestburyandBradford Junction.

RTCpulls plug

onDecember

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Areyouauserof

onlineprofessional

networking

websiteLinkedIn?

If so, follow the recently launched

HeritageRailwaymagazinepage

onLinkedInatwww.linkedin.

com/company/heritage-railway-

magazine/

Inhappierdays, LNERA2ClassPacificNo. 60532BluePeterdepartsDumblane, runningwith ‘TheAberdonian’ Scottish

RailwayPreservationSociety tour fromStirling toAberdeenonAugust21, 1994. JOHN TITLOW

Acylinder liner is fitted toNo. 60532

BluePeteratCreweonNovember17.

IANWALKER
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ASweclosedforpress,WestCoast

Railwayswasstill scheduledtoruna

steam-hauled‘NorthernBelle’luxury

diningtrain fromLondonVictoria to

Salisburyandback,behindoneof Ian

Riley’sLMS‘BlackFive’locomotiveson

December17.

Meanwhile,WestCoasthaspostponed

twoof its‘Spiritof theLakes’diesel-hauled

excursionstoEdinburgh.Thedeparture

fromCleethorpesoriginallyprogrammed

forDecember5hasbeenrescheduled

forMarch9–andthePeterborough

starter listed forDecember12hasbeen

rearrangedforMarch11.

Furthermore, twopre-Christmastrips

withA3No.60103FlyingScotsman, from

LiverpoolLimeSttoCarlisleonDecember

12andManchesterVictoria toCarlisleon

December19,havebeenswitchedtorun

onMarch6andMarch31, respectively.

Thenewdateshavebeenchosenprior to

thecommencementof the locomotive’s

2021programme.As reported last issue,

Scotsmanopens itspublicappearances

byvisitingtheEastLancashireRailway’s

GoldenAgeofSteamcelebrationsover

theApril2-5EasterWeekend.

WestCoasthasalso releaseddetails

ofnextyear’sWestHighland‘Jacobite’

servicesbetweenFortWilliamand

Mallaig–andbookingsarenow

beingtaken.

The2021season is scheduledto

operate fromGoodFriday,April2until

Friday,October29,withthemorning

trainsevendaysaweekthroughout

andtheafternoonservicecommencing

onApril26andalsorunningdailyuntil

October1.

West Coast rejigs its programme of excursions

Bookingsarenowbeing taken forWestCoastRailways’ 2021 ‘Jacobite’ season. ‘BlackFive’No. 45407TheLancashireFusilier is seen crossing theRiver Lochybridgeat

Lochyside inFortWilliamonOctober21.GAVIN THOMSON

Sunny South Coast specials
expected to run again in 2021
ByCedricJohns

WIPEDout last summerbecauseof

Covid-19, steamisscheduledtoreturn

totheDorsetcoast inJulyandonother

dates throughtheseason.

Government restrictionspermitting,

the first train isbookedtoappearon

July3whenRailwayTouringCompany’s

(RTC)‘BournemouthExpress’departs

WaterlooforBournemouth.Motive

power is likely tobeWestCoast’sBulleid

PacificNo.35018BritishIndiaLine.

Sixdays later, July9,RTCmarks theend

ofSouthernsteamwithanother train

fromWaterloofollowingtheroutewhich

the‘AtlanticCoastExpress’tooktothe

WestCountry,andheadingforSalisbury

andYeovil.

The locomotive–which isagain

expectedtobeNo.35018British India

Line–will thencomeoff for servicingand

turning intheYeovilRailwayCentre’syard,

while thespecialheadstoWeymouth

hauledbyaWestCoastdiesel locomotive.

After running light toWeymouth, steam

willwork theexcursionbacktoLondon,

viaDorchester,Poole,Bournemouth

andSouthampton.

TheregularWaterloo-Weymouth

‘DorsetCoastExpress’returnsonJuly22,

with repeat runsonAugust18and

September2, stoppingatWokingand

Basingstoke inbothdirections.

Finally,SteamDreams’ ‘Cathedrals

Express’departs fromPaddington

forWeymouth,onJuly31,callingat

Reading,Basingstoke,Southamptonand

Bournemouthand,onSeptember9, the

company’s‘SwanageBelle’heads for the

Purbeck line’s terminus,pickingupat

Staines,WokingandBasingstoke.

SevernValley triple for Saphos
SAPHOSTrainshas scheduled three

trips involving theSevernValley

Railway in2021.

The‘GreatWesternEnvoy’is due

todepart fromBridgnorth for a

journey toBathandBristol on

April 28.

Theother twoexcursions, both

ofwhicharenamed‘SevernValley

Enterprise’haveBridgnorthas

their destination.One isbooked to

depart fromLancasteron July21,

while theother is set to run from

LondonPaddingtononSeptember

8.All three tours areadvertisedas

being steam-hauled forpart or all of

the journey.

Althoughstandardclass tickets

arenot currently for salewhile

distancingmeasuresare inplace,

first class anddiningoptionsare

available.

Meanwhile, following the report

last issue that SaphosTrainswas

hoping to run trips inDecember,

subject toGovernmentCovid-19

restrictions, its programmewas

accordingly reshuffled, leavingonly

twoof theexcursions.

Asweclosed forpress, Saphos

was still hoping to run the‘Pennine

Moors’fromBirminghamfor a

circular excursionaround the

northern countiesonDecember

17–and the‘ChristmasWhiteRose’

departingWolverhampton forYork

onDecember19. Itwasanticipated

that LMS4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScot

was thebooked locomotive for

both trips.

The sole tripdue to run in

January is the‘WhiteRose’from

Wolverhampton toYorkvia

ManchesterVictoriaon the31st.
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SteamDreams looks ahead to
2021with confidence
ByCedric Johns

HAVINGworkedhard tocreatea

programmeof19pre-Christmas trains –

amixtureofday trips, Santa specials and

eveningdiners, SteamDreams’plans

werebadlyhitwhen theGovernment

announced itsNovember5-December2

lockdown for England, followedby the

three-tierdivisionof England.

Facedwith the tighteningof

restrictions in thenameofCovid-19,

SteamDreams’chairman,DavidBuck,

cancelled theentire festiveprogramme

fromNovember29.He said:“It is

extremelydisappointing.The teamput

inagreatdeal ofhardworkplanning

theoperation inwhichSanta specials

proved tobeverypopular, tickets selling

verywell forwhatwouldhavebeenour

first venture inprovidinganattraction

for children.

“There is alwaysnext year,”headded.

Davidwas confident that trains and

passengerswill returnnext year.“We

arealready receivingenquiries and

bookings, especially forourFlying

Scotsmanprogramme,whichbegins in

May,”he said.

Operations
Windsor shuttles andeveningdiners

havebeen included innext year’s plans,

all trains starting fromLondonVictoria.

As yet undated, it is likely that theywill

commence inmid-Mayor early June

and run through to theautumn.

Currently assessing future railtour

activities,whichusually begin inMarch,

he said that theproductionof anew

brochurewill behelduntil it is certain

that trains canandwill run.

The company’s 2021 season is

scheduled to start onMay6, providinga

choiceof eight overnight stop locations

while travellingon the‘Highlands&

IslandsExplorer’. Departing London, the

tour returnsonMay14.

No. 60103 FlyingScotsman is booked

toplay amajor role in SteamDreams’

plans forMayand June.

TwoLondonVictoria-SurreyHills-

Victoria luncheon trips are scheduled

for thedaytimeandeveningofMay20.

May23 is expected to see theA3

Pacifichead forOxford fromLondon

Victoria.Onarrival, thepassenger

coacheswill beprepared for an

afternoon tourof theareadeparting

fromOxfordParkway.

Salisbury is Scotsman’sdestination

onMay27, the train startingout from

Paddington, rather thanWaterloo.

Again, onarrival at Salisbury, the

rolling stockwill be readied for an

afternoon tourof parts ofHampshire

andWiltshire.

SteamDreamswas advisingof limited

seatingavailability for the London

departures toOxford andSalisbury.

June6 is set to see theA3depart

fromPaddington for Southampton

via ReadingandBasingstoke. An

afternoon local tour fromSouthampton

is included in the train’s scheduleon the

sameday.

Motive power
OnJune17, FlyingScotsmanheads

fromKing’s Cross toCambridgeand in

keepingwith the remainderof theA3’s

programme, anafternoon‘creamtea

tour’will run locally.

OnThursday, June24-Sunday, June27

SteamDreamsoffers a longweekend in

Edinburgh.The train leavesKing’s Cross

returning toEuston.

TheNationalCollection-owned

A3 isdue toheadanafternoonand

evening tripover theForthBridge,both

departures startingand returning to

EdinburghWaverley.

Boiler, chassis and tenderprogress

onNo. 71000DukeofGloucester
ByGarethEvans

BOOSTEDby the response ofwell-

wishers to the boiler tube appeal,

the return of BRPacificNo. 71000

DukeofGloucester to Britain’s

operationalmain line steamfleet

continues tomakeprogress at

Tyseley LocomotiveWorks (TLW).

Sponsorship
All the tubes, both small andflue, are

now installed in theboiler. Fansof the

popular locomotiveappear tohave

votedwith theirwallets, although

slots remainavailableon theboiler

tube sponsorshipappeal. Byearly

December, 29of the136 small tubes

hadbeen sponsored–while15

outof the40of theflue tubeshad

beensponsored.

“The total value of this

sponsorship so far, including gift

aid is £14,154,”saidTrevorTuckley,

chairmanof BRClass 8 Steam

LocomotiveTrust.“Sponsors of

either type of boiler tubewill receive

an individually numbered electronic

certificate indicating theposition of

the tube(s) sponsored, alongwith

the grateful thanks of the trust.”

Progress continues tobemadeon

thechassis.“Wehavenowreceived

thenewdesignedpistonhead

castings,whichwill include the

newdesignof threepiston rings,”

explainedTrevor.

“These, alongwith the newpiston

rods,which the teamatTLW is

currentlymanufacturing,will be

securedwith a nut to the piston

rods.This enables thematerial for

the heads,which are cast iron, to be

secured to the rods,which are steel.

“Togetherwith the improved

design for the piston lubrication,

the aim is to improve the life of the

piston rings,whichwas a problem

onall the BR Standardswhich had

the single slide bar arrangement,

except the 9Fs.

“The Standardswhich had the

double slide bars, ex-LMS andGWR

types, did not suffer this problem to

anything like the same extent.

“Thiswork is all part of ouroriginal

intention to complete theprototype

we inherited fromBRwhichwe

are sureBRwouldhavedonehad

theybeengiven the timeandnot

abandonedsteam in thedash

fordieselisation.”

Anothermilestone to be reached

is that the tender bodyhas been

returned to the chassis.

Confidence
Trevor concluded:“Despite the

problemsofCovid-19,weare

confidentof completing theoverhaul

by theautumnof2021.

“Wewill have created a safe

bubble atTyseley for our support

crewmembers to resumework

early in 2021.Thiswill be a secure

fenced area around the support

coachwhere the cab and tender

are located.

“Health and safety facilities are

being created there to ensure that

ourmembers canwork in their

ownbubble.”

➜Moredetails of howyou can

helpNo. 71000 canbe found at

www.theduke.uk.com/boiler-tube-

appeal/ – or by post from:The

DukeAuroraHouseDeltic Avenue

RooksleyMiltonKeynesMK13 8LW.

“Fans of the popular locomotive appear to
have voted with their wallets...”

The tenderbody forNo. 71000hasnowbeen returned to the chassis at Tyseley.

The cylinders andslidebarsarebeing

modified to improve the lifeof the

cylinderpiston rings.
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SRPS refreshes its carriagefleet aheadofplanned2021 railtour resumption
ByGarethEvans

THEScottishRailwayPreservation

Society (SRPS) is gearingup for

a resumptionofmain line tour

operations in 2021– subject to the

impositionof further restrictions in

thenameofCovid-19.

With the focuson the future, a

programmeof refurbishment is now

underwayon its fleet of ex-BRMk.1

carriages.The inaugural vehicle to

be refreshed returned toBo’ness in

earlyDecember, although itwill be

completedbySRPSvolunteers.

NeilMcDonald, commercial

manager toldHeritageRailway: “The

first overhaul carriedout hasbeen

onFirstOpenNo. 3150. Asper other

moremajor pieces ofwork that have

takenplace in recent timesonour

fleet, thisworkwas subcontracted,

leavingourmostly volunteer team

atBo’ness to concentrate on theday-

to-daymaintenanceof the coaches.

Refurbishment
“Wedispatched the coach to

Assenta, Hamilton.Theworkhas

mainly comprisedgeneral bodywork

repairs, including sealingupof the

centredoorswhich areno longer

needed formain lineoperation and

a full repaint carriedout in thepaint

spraying facility atHamilton.

“Final fitment of gangways and

other parts toNo. 3150will be

carriedout at Bo’ness. As a return

move, RBR (Buffet Restaurant

Refurbished)No. 1730hasmoved

toHamilton for similar treatmentof

body repairs anda full repaint.”

A visual change is thatmembers of

the SRPS railtours fleetwill lose their

familiarmaroon livery in favour of

carmine and cream, also referred to

as‘bloodand custard.’

“Thedecision togo for carmine

and cream liverywas togive the

main line set a refresh and itwill

alsopresent auniform identity for

the railtour andbranch line fleet at

Bo’ness,”explainedNeil.

“Plans arebeingdrawnup for the

fitment of toilet retention tanks to

our railtours fleet.This is beingpaid

for byNetworkRail as part of the

network change. It is hoped to start

thisworkduring2021. Facilities for

the emptyingof these alsoneed to

be installed at Bo’ness.”

Excursions
Askedabout the returnof its railtour

programme in the year ahead,Neil

replied:“Wedoplan to resume

operating in 2021andare keeping

abreast of theCovid-19 situation

rules and regulations. Plans are

alsobeingmade tofit the setwith

screensbefore thefirst operations

in 2021.”

Donations to the carriage

refurbishment appeal canbemade

online at virginmoneygiving.com/

fund/srpsrailtours

Double-headed ‘Hoover’ haulage:Aspart of their ‘spothire’ dutieswithGBRailfreight, theClass50Alliance’sNo. 50007HerculesandNo. 50049Defiance,which

carry themain line freightoperator’s livery, hauled six formerGreaterAngliaMk.3s to theWeardaleRailwayonNovember30. Thepair of ‘Hoovers’ ran light from

Kidderminster toBarrowHill,where they collected the carriages, before taking themtoBishopAuckland, arrivingbackat their Kidderminsterhome the followingday.

The trainof empty coaching stock is seennorthofBarrowHill on the ‘old road’betweenChesterfieldandRotherhamonNovember30, 2020.MICHAEL ANDERSON

Drone and laser technology re-creates
famous Ribblehead Viaduct in 3D

The computer-generated imageof the440-yardRibbleheadViaduct, seen like

neverbefore, is amajor tool in its currentmaintenance schedule.NETWORK RAIL

ByRobinJones

LASER scanners anddroneshavebeen

used tomap theSettle&Carlisle route’s

144-year-oldGrade II listedRibblehead

Viaduct inminutedetail, aspart of the

£2.1millionGreatNorthRail Project

restorationproject to secure its future.

Theviaductwas3Dscannedand

turned intoacomputermodelby

surveyorspreparing theway for

upgrading thebrickworkanddrainage.

Thedetaileddigital re-creationwill

helpengineersmake repairs nowand

closelymonitor areasneedingany

further attention in the future.

ALiDAR(LightDetectionandRanging)

surveywascarriedoutbycontractor

Commendium inconjunctionwith

heritageconsultancy firmWardell

Armstrong.Theviaduct is thebiggest

man-madestructureCommendiumhas

ever scannedusingLiDAR formeasuring

distancesby illuminating the targetwith

laser light andmeasuring the reflection

witha sensor.

Drone flights also tookplaceaspart

of the survey takinghighdefinition

photographsof the1876-built 104ft

highviaductover theexposedand

windyBattyMoss.

The resultingLiDARscannotonly

showsareaswhichneed repair, but also

areaswherewater coulddamage the

stonework in the future, so leading to

otherpreservationworks.

Aspreviously reported, the

maintenancework takingplace

betweennowandFebruary involves

brickwork repairs, removalof vegetation

and repairing thedamagecausedby

plants andweeds, upgrades todrainage

across theviaduct’s 24archesand

repaintingmetal andpipework.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 61



Right: ThompsonB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflowerpasses InverhaggernieonMay13, 2019on the Inverness to

FortWilliamsectionof SteamDreams’mammoth ‘Highlandsand Islands’ tourof Scotland. SANDY SMEATON

Above:DavidBuck’sB14-6-0No. 61306Mayflower is seenat ElvanfootonMay15, 2019with the6.54pm

Holytown toPenrith legof SteamDreams’ ‘Highlandsand Islands’ tour. SANDY SMEATON

LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

WITH FULL
REGULATOR

In his latest column, Don Benn reports on the
performance of B1 No. 61306Mayflower on the
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh route in 2019,
A4 No. 60016 Silver King and BR Standard 5
No. 73152 from Scotland in 1964, Galatea

running as No. 45562 Alberta on the ‘Cumbrian Mountain
Express’ on October 20, 2020 and of 03 Pacific
003. 276 in Germany in 1971.

“With the usual eight coaches for
285 tons, we fairly stormed away
from Perth nearly nine minutes late
and roared along, speed reaching
65½mph, before being reduced to
56½mph by the moderate climb at
1-in-250/275 after Glencarse. The
Caprotti 5s always seemed to me to
be weak on the hills compared to
some of the exploits by their brothers
with conventional valve gear on the
Southern”

Date Sunday, May 12, 2019

Train 8.20am Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

Loco B1 5MT No. 61306Mayflower

Load 6 coaches, 215 tons tare 235 tons gross

Driver Bobby Duncan

Fireman Lewis McDonald

Recorder A Smeaton

Position 6th coach

Weather Sunny and dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Inverness P7 0.00 0.00 00 00 1 min late

Clachnaharry SB 1.54 7.00 06 36 27½/9*

MP 2 1.91 07 43 23½/38

MP 3 2.91 09 37 29*

MP 5 4.91 12 44 53½/52½

Clunes TEP 7.55 19.00 15 48 47½/51½

Beauly 10.06 18 48 49½/47½/49½

Muir of Ord 12.91 29.00 24 28

0.00 0.00 00 00 4½mins early

MP 14 1.00 03 27 32/55

Conon Bridge 3.26 06 31 39/41*

Maryburgh Crossing 4.19 07 52 45/48½

Dingwall 5.71 14.00 11 27

0.00 0.00 00 00 6 mins early

Dingwall Jct 0.29 01 38 15

Dingwall No. 1 LC 0.74 03 25 15½/18

MP 1 1.03 04 30 14½

MP 2 2.03 06 47 32/33½

MP 2½ 2.53 07 41 32½

MP 3 3.03 08 45 23½

MP 3½ 3.53 10 07 21/21½

MP 4 4.03 11 31 21

Achterneed 4.71 13 25 26

MP 5 5.03 14 12 22½

MP 5½ 5.53 15 33 20½

MP 6 6.03 17 03 19½

MP 6¼ 6.28 17 51 18/17

Raven’s Rock Smt 6.53 18 40 18

MP 7 7.03 20 00 29/34½/28

BlackWater Viaduct 9.39 24 35 30½/34½

Garve 11.85 37.00 31 05

0.00 0.00 00 00

MP 12 0.18 01 23 14½

MP 12½ 0.68 03 01 19½/21

MP 13 1.18 04 29 20

MP 13½ 1.68 05 55 22

Corriemoillie Smt 2.18 07 05 30½

MP 15½ 3.68 09 55 35/21

Lochluichart 5.33 13 27 31/37½

MP 18 6.18 14 56 30/24

MP 19 7.18 17 11 27½/34

Achanalt Viaduct 8.43 19 59 20*/30½

Achanalt 9.60 23 16 17*/33½

MP 23 11.18 26 42 30½/32/28/32

MP 25 13.18 30 39 25½/31½

Achnasheen 16.01 42.00 38 39 water

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE ONE: INVERNESS TO ACHNASHEEN

THIS time I amcoveringdiverseperformances towiden

thescopeofmycolumn in thesedark times, starting

withapreviouslyunreported locomotiveand route–

namelyDavidBuck’sB1Class4-6-0No.61306,named

Mayflowerbyhimandrunning inLNERapplegreen,

even though itwasbuilt in1948byTheNorthBritish

LocomotiveCompany.

InMay2019, itworked fromInverness toKyle

of Lochalshand return,partof theHighlandsand

IslandsExplorer, andTableOneshows the Inverness

toAchnasheensection,which included thesevere

climbs fromDingwall toRaven’sRockand fromGarve

toCorriemoillie.The loadwas six coaches for235 tons

and theenginecrewwereBobbyDuncanandLewis

McDonald, the latterhavingprobablyhis first firing turn

onaB1.

While I spenta lotof time inScotland in1964-1966, I

neverventured this farnorth,preferring thedelightsof

theA4PacificsoutofAberdeen, andby2019 I still hadn’t

beenas far as Invernessby trainandsoonceagain I am

indebted tomyvaluedcorrespondentSandySmeaton,

whohails fromnorthof theborder, for thevery full

detailsof in this table.

FromInverness the line isundulatingas far as

Dingwall,withaminor summitatBunchrewpassedat

35mphaftera speedrestrictionat29mphat thebottom

of theclimbbefore theB1 rompedaway toamaximum

of53½prior to the1-in-100climbto theMuirofOrd

stop,12.91miles reached four-and-a-halfminutes

insidescheduleand left the sameamountearly. It is

then largelydownhill to theDingwall stop, two-and-a-

halfminutes inside schedulewith themaximumspeed

of themorning, 55mph, touchedbeforeCononBridge.

Climb
Once theKyle line leaves theone to the far north, the

serious climbingbegins, first for fourmilesmainly at

1-in-50 toRaven’s Rock summit, 458ft above sea level,

and thenafter downhill and level toGarve thenat

1-in-50/65/75up toCorriemoillie, 429ft above sea level.

After droppingdown toLochluichart, there is a steady

climb toAchnasheen,where this table ends,which
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Ona rainyandcoldOctober30, 1965,BRStandard5MTNo.73146entersPerthwith the10amDundee to

Glasgowservice.DON BENN

Date Friday, October 30, 1964

Train 1.30pm Aberdeen to Glasgow

Loco A4 4-6-2 No. 60016 Silver King

Load 7 coaches and 1 van, 278 tons tare 295 tons gross

Timed by Don Benn

Position back

Weather Cloudy, cool

miles sched mins secs speed

Stonehaven 0.00 0.00 00 00 2 mins early

Dunottar Box 2.55 05 40 37½

MP 221¼ 3.60 07 00 50

MP 220¼ 4.60 08 15 45½

Carmont 5.50 09 21 55½

Drumlithie 7.10 11 06 66½

Fordoun 11.10 14 31 71

Laurencekirk 14.40 20.00 18 23

0.00 0.00 00 00 2½mins early

Marykirk 3.20 05 30 61/66½

Craigo 5.35 07 33 61½

Kinnaber Jct 7.45 10 07 47*

Dubton 8.65 11 27 56/58

Bridge of Dun 11.30 16.00 15 11

0.00 0.00 00 00 R/T

MP 197 2.35 04 18 50

Farnell Road 3.15 05 22 44½/42

MP 194 5.25 08 28 38

Glasterlaw 6.45 10 08 54½

Guthrie 8.25 12 07 60

Auldbar Road 10.45 14 19 62½

Clocksbriggs 13.10 16 49 67½

Forfar 15.45 22.00 19 49

0.00 0.00 00 00 right time

Forfar South Jct 0.70 02 18 37

Kirriemuir 2.85 04 50 66½

Glamis 5.65 07 16 73/77

Eassie 7.85 09 02 75

Alyth Jct 11.90 12 22 72

Ardler 14.20 14 18 71

Coupar Angus 16.65 20.00 17 04

0.00 0.00 00 00 1¼mins early

Burrelton 2.20 04 01 47½

Cargill 4.55 06 40 64/70

Ballathie Box 6.40 08 21 65½/64

Stanley Jct 8.65 10 28 66½

Strathord 10.70 12 18 70½

Luncarty 11.65 13 13 66½

AlmondValley Jct 14.20 15 31 65/6* sigs

Perth 15.85 20.00 19 57 1¼mins early

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: STONEHAVEN TO PERTH

continues to LuibSummit, 646ft above sea level.

Sandy takesup thestory:“We left fromPlatform7

at8.21amandran toMuirofOrd in24m28s,which is

thequickest time I’ve recordedwith steam.The timeof

11m27s fromMuirofOrd toDingwallwas thesecond

fastestover this sectionafter LNERK42-6-0No.61994

TheGreatMarquess’s timeof11m15sonApril 19, 2011,

alsodrivenbyBobby. Itwasa finedry, sunnymorning

hopefullygivinggoodrailheadconditionson theclimb

toRaven’sRock.

“We leftDingwall sixminutesearly andnegotiated

the three level crossingscautiouslybefore reaching

33½mphat thesiteof Fodderty Junction.The1- in-

50 thenbrought speeddownto21atMP3½.This

speedwashelduntil the¼mileeasing to1-in-350at

Achterneedwhen it rose to26and then fell gradually

to19½mphatMP6.Betweenhereand theSummit the

reversecurves reducedspeed further to17before the

SummitatMP6½.Thiswasa fine steadyclimbwithno

slippingandalmost sixminutesweregainedon the37

minutesallowed toGarve.

“TheclimboutofGarvewasalsoachievedwithout

slipping, speedgradually rising to30½mphat

Corriemoillie Summit,MP14,passed inonly7m5s from

thestart, thebest timewithpreservedsteamtodate.

The time toAchnasheen,38m39swas3½minutes

inside the42allowed.Theestimatedpoweroutputup

toRaven’sRockwasabout1020edbhpbetweenMP5

and5½and950betweenMP5½and6.On theclimb

toCorriemoillie it hoveredbetween920and1150,

probably reflectingvaryingcut-off changes.”

Semi-fast
Iwill cover the final section fromAchnasheen to

Invernessnext time. Sadly, BobbyDuncanpassedaway

onApril 20, 2020.Hewasa longservingdriver, latterly

forWestCoastRailwaysandwasoneof the fourdrivers

whoworked‘The Jacobite’.

Stayingwith theScottish theme,TableTwoshowsa

runonthe1.30pmAberdeen toGlasgowsemi-fast train,

whichwasworkedbyanA4ClassPacific, in this caseon

Friday,October30,1964byNo.60016SilverKing.This

Date 22.4.18 12.5.19 26.4.13

Locomotive 1264 61306 45407

Load 6/219/235 6/215/235 6/218/230

Section Time Speed* Time Speed* Time Speed*

MP2 to MP6½ 13m 32s 14 11m 53s 17 9m 24s 20

Garve to Corriemoillie Summit 9m 7s 21½ 7m 5s 30½ 7m 53s 31

*Minimum speed before MP6½ and at Corriemoillie Summit.

TABLE A: KYLE LINE CLIMBS



“Two days later we were on the same
train, this time with No. 003.131 and
the same load. It was evident that
we had a different driver as the train
was slower away from the stops
but ran up to 82mph downhill. On
the 4.59pm stopping service from
Friedrichshafen with six and seven
vehicle loads of around 230 tons,
the section fromMochenwangen
to Aulendorf required Nos. 003.088
and 003.276 to be worked hard on
the estimated 1-in-125 gradient as far
as KMP 158, where the climb eased
somewhat.”

Carnforth-basedLMSJubilee4-6-0No. 45562Alberta (akaNo. 45699Galatea) takeswater atApplebywhile

working theRailwayTouringCompany’s 2.11pmCarlisle toLondonEuston ‘CumbrianMountainExpress’

onOctober10, 2020. The trainwas steam-hauled fromCarnforth toCarlisle andback toPreston,with the

remainderworkedbyClass86electric locomotiveNo. 86259 LesRoss. SANDY SMEATON

Date Saturday, October 10, 2020

Train 2.11pm Carlisle to Euston

Loco LM 5XP No. 45699 Galatea**

Load 12 coaches, 438 tons tare 460 tons gross

Driver Mick Rawling

Fireman Craig Todd

Recorder A Smeaton

Position 3rd coach

Weather Dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Carlisle 0.00 0.00 00 00 one min late

PSB 0.16 01 32 11/19½

Petteril Bridge Jct. 0.84 5.00 04 00 15½

MP 306 1.99 07 11 24½

Scotby 2.64 08 45 25½

Cumwhinton 3.84 11 28 27

Howe & Co Sidings 4.99 14.00 13 39 38½

Cotehill 6.99 16 54 35½

Eden Brows 7.61 17 59 33½

Low House Crossing 8.30 19.00 19 07 43½

MP 299 8.99 19 59 52½/53½

Armathwaite 9.87 21 01 48½/48

MP 297¼ 10.74 22 01 54½

MP 295¼ 12.74 24 21 49/48

Lazonby 15.39 27.00 27 14 58

MP 291 16.99 28 49 64

Little Salkeld 18.29 30 05 59

Langwathby 19.71 34.00 31 38 51

MP 287 20.99 33 00 57

Culgaith 23.30 37.00 35 25 58½

New Biggin 24.64 36 53 52½

Kirby Thore 25.99 41.00 38 24 55

Long Marton 27.79 40 18 59/59½

Appleby 30.73 50.00 45 00

** running as No. 45562 Alberta

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FOUR: CARLISLE TO APPLEBY

runwaspartofa fourday trip toScotlandtosample

steamwhichhadstartedwithNo.60009UnionofSouth

Africaonthe7.10amfromAberdeenas far asStirling.

An itineraryoften followed in later trips involved

returning toStonehaven topickup the1.30pmback

westwards,normallyas far asGleneagles tocatch the

9.25amCrewetoPerth,whichon thedayof the run

withNo.60016wasLMSRoyal ScotClass4-6-0

No.46160QueenVictoria’sRifleman, the logofwhich

was tabulated in issue273.Therewerenosteam-hauled

trainseast fromStirling toenable the1.30pmtobe

caughtandsowetravelledon the10amfromGlasgow

BuchananStreet, 10.47amfromStirlingwhichon

thisoccasionwashauledbyEEType4No.D337 (later

Class40No.40137)onninecoaches,unfortunately

not timed.Maybewewerecatchinguponsleep

after arrivingearlier inAberdeenonthe7.30pmfrom

KingsCross.

The1.30pmhadtheusual loadonsevencoachesand

avan,278 tons tare so just shortof300 tons full.Ona

cloudyandcoolday theA4kept timeeasilywithout the

need for theengine tobeextended, thoughthe initial

climbtoCarmontwascompetentenoughoverwhat

was tobecomeoneofmy favourite stretchesof line,

nowtaintedby the recent tragicaccident.

Youneverknewhowdriverswould take the racing

stretch fromForfar to theCouparAngus stopon this

train,buton thisdaywewere in for a treatas the16.65

mileswerecovered in17minutes4 secondswitha

maximumof77mph;even timeonlybeingmissedas

theenginewaseasedafter themaximumhadbeen

reached.Arrival inPerthwas justoveraminuteearly.

The trainwasbooked tostand for11minutes

andwe lefton time for theclimbuptoGleneagles,

accomplished in22minutes55seconds, againof

threeminuteson theschedulewithamaximumspeed

of56mphafterDunningandaminimumof37½on

the1-in-100beforebeingshutoff for the stop, fairly

typical for this train. Itwas thenback toPerthwith the

aforementionedNo.46160 tocheck intoourhotel

next to thestationandacoupleof tripson the line

toDundee.

TableThree showsagoodeffort fromCaprotti

StandardClass5No.73152on the6.15pmfrom

GlasgowBuchananStreet toDundeeWest.With the

usual eight coaches for285 tons,we fairly stormed

away fromPerthnearlynineminutes lateand roared

along, speed reaching65½mph,beforebeing reduced

to56½mphby themoderateclimbat1-in-250/275

afterGlencarse.TheCaprotti 5salways seemedtometo

beweakon thehills compared to someof theexploits

by theirbrotherswithconventional valvegearon the

Southern, thoughtherewereexceptionswithdrivers

likeWillie Jardine.

Saturday,October10, 2020sawtheRailwayTouring

Company runanother‘CumbrianMountainExpress’

(CME)over theusual route.The locomotive from

CarnforthwasLMSJubileeClass4-6-0No.45699

Galatea runningasNo.45562Albertaonanoverloaded

460 ton12coach train.Theauthorities really cannot

expect theseclass6engines,designated5XPby the

LMStokeep toscheduleover thedemandinggradients

of the‘CMEs’on theGrayriggandShapsectionsand

also southover theSettle-Carlisle lineandso itproved.

Allocation
OnceagainSandySmeatonhas forwarded details to

meof theday’sworkby this fineenginewith itsgallant

crews.No.46115ScotsGuardsmanwasoriginally

advisedas the locomotive for this‘CME’, butapparently

both it andNo.35018British IndiaLinewereunavailable,

so the task fell to the5XP. Speedsof28mphover

Grayrigg, 56mphbeforeTebayand13mphminimum

onShap, recovering to17½mphcontributed toan

overall timeof87minutes20seconds fromCarnforth to

Carlisle–a lossofover10minutesonschedule.

If themorning’s runhadbeendisappointing,pride

was restored in theafternoonontheSettle-Carlisle.

Carlisle toApplebywas run inanexcellent45minutes.

It seems that therehadbeennoslipping in thewooded

sectionsbetweenCumwhintonandCotehill.TableFour

shows thesection fromCarlisle toAppleby. Imaycome

back to the runon toPreston ina future issue.

WhoamI tocriticise theworkofMickRawling

andCraigTodd fromthecomfortofmystudywhen

theseenginemenwerebattlinghardall daywithan

overloadedengineachieving results thatback inLMS/

BRdayswouldhavebeenconsideredherculean?Also

wemustn’t forget theworkof theWestCoastRailways

department staff atCarnforth for theirpreparationand

disposalworkunseenbypeople likemewho justwant

to timeagoodrun.

I haveventured intoEuropewithmycolumnbefore,

withheavy load runs inFranceandBelgiumandthis

timeweare inBaden-Württemberg in theblistering

hot summerof1971 lookingat someof theworkof

theDB03Pacificson tightly timedtrains fromUlm

toFreidrichshafen.This tripwas sold tomywifeasa

holidayonBodensee,butof course theprime reason

was tophotographand record theperformanceof the

Date Friday, October 30, 1964

Train 6.15pm Glasgow Buchanan Street to DundeeWest

Loco BR Standard Caprotti 5 4-6-0 No. 73152

Load 8 coaches, 268 tons tare 285 tons gross

Timed by Don Benn

Position Front

Weather Cloudy, calm

miles sched mins secs speed

Perth 0.00 0.00 00 00 8¾mins late

Princes Street 0.40 02 10 41

Kinfauns 3.55 06 52 64½/65½

Glencarse 6.30 09 33 64/56½

Inchcoonans SB 9.10 12 28 60

Errol 0.25 15.00 14 51

TABLE THREE: PERTH TO ERROL
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DBClass03PacificNo. 003088 rests atAulendorfwith the4.59pmservice fromFriedrichshafen toUlmJuly17,

1971.DONBENN

DeutscheBundesbahnClass 03PacificNo. 003.276awaitsdeparture fromUlmwith the3.32pmtrain to

Friedrichshafenon July14, 1971.DON BENN

Date July 14, 1971

Train 3.32pm Ulm to Friedrichshafen

Loco Class 03 coal-fired 4-6-2 No. 003.276.3

Load 5 coaches, 172.5 tonnes tare, 185 tons full

Timed by Don Benn

Position 1st coach of 5

Weather very hot and sunny

km miles sched mins secs speed

Ulm 94.0 0.00 0.00 00 00 15 mins late

Donautal 98.0 2.48 03 58 54½/31* tsr

Einsingen 101.8 4.84 07 04 56

KM 103 103.0 5.58 07 51 65½

Erbach 105.2 6.96 09 02 73

Delimensugen 107.9 8.63 10 25 75/74

Risstissen 112.0 11.18 12 32 74½

KM 114 114.0 12.42 13 31 75

LapheimWest 116.4 13.91 14.00 15 33

116.4 0.00 0.00 00 00 17¼mins late

KM 119 119.0 1.61 03 02 53½

Schemmerberg 121.0 2.86 04 23 65

Langenschemmern 124.0 4.72 05 56 73

KM 126 126.0 5.96 06 59 74

Warthausen 128.1 7.27 08 04 75

Biberach 131.3 9.25 10.00 10 31

131.3 0.00 0.00 00 00 18¼mins late

KM 134 134.0 1.68 03 03 42

Ummerdorf 135.6 2.67 04 34 45½

KM 137 137.0 3.54 05 42 51

Schweinhausen 138.7 4.60 06 56 60½

Hochdorf 140.7 5.84 08 09 63

KM 142 142.0 6.64 08 52 66½

Essendorf 143.8 7.76 09 54 67

KM 146 146.0 9.13 11 06 66½

Wattenwieller 147.4 10.00 11 56 65½

KM 149 149.0 11.00 12 46 74

Bad Schussenreid 151.3 12.42 13.00 14 26

151.3 0.00 0.00 00 00 19¾mins late

KM 153 153.0 1.06 01 57 51/64½

KM 155 155.0 2.30 03 06 63

Aulendorf 156.4 3.17 4.00 04 21

156.4 0.00 0.00 00 00 20¼mins late

KM 159 159.0 1.61 02 34 63/65½

KM 161 161.0 2.86 03 43 63*

Durlesbach 163.3 4.28 05 06 67½/64*

KM 166 166.0 5.96 06 37 65

Mochenwangen 168.2 7.33 07 47 73

KM 169 169.0 7.82 08 11 76

KM 171 171.0 9.07 09 11 75½

Niederbiegen 172.9 10.25 10 12 75½

KM 174 174.0 10.93 10 40 76

KM 176 176.0 12.17 11 38 78

Ravensburg 178.2 13.54 14.00 13 18

178.2 0.00 0.00 00 00 19¾mins late

KM 179 179.0 0.50 01 21 44

Weissenau 180.5 1.43 02 25 60½

Oberzell 182.6 2.73 03 36 72½

KM 185 185.0 4.22 04 46 75

KM 187 187.0 5.46 05 47 73

Mechenbeuren 189.0 6.71 8.00 07 14

189.0 0.00 0.00 00 00 19 mins late

Kehlen 191.1 1.30 02 05 56

Gerberthaus 192.3 2.05 02 50 64

KM 193 193.0 2.48 03 15 68

Lowental 195.3 3.91 04 28 74

Freidrichshafen 197.5 5.28 7.00 06 44 18¾mins late

Aulendorf to Ravensburg start to stop average: 61.08 mph
* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FIVE: ULM TO FREIDRICHSHAFEN

coal-fired03Pacificswhichworkedsomeof the trains

fromFriedrichshafen toUlm.

Inbetweendaysouton the trainsandat the lineside,

wedidactuallyhaveadayswimmingwith the fish in

thewarmwatersofBodenseeandmanaged tovisit

Zurich,MeersbergandLindauaswell!Apart fromone

big storm, theweatherwashotandsunny throughout,

as itwas formostofmy trips toWestGermany for steam

in that summerof1971.

Aidedby theexcellentWorldSteamnewsletter,

invaluable in thedaysbefore the internet, I hadsome

ideaof the03workings,but tookacoupleofdays to

confirmandaddto those listed in thatpublication.

Frommyruns Ihaveselected theoneshown inTable

Five.Thesemi-fast trainswerevery tightly timed,with

nothing to spareevenwith the light loadsand the

Pacifics sharedhaulagewithClass215, 216and221

dieselhydraulics.

OnJuly14wecaught the1.50pmtoUlmhauledby

No.221.105andafter aquickvisit to thecathedral,we

foundthe3.32pmback toFriedrichshafenheadedby

No.003.276on fivebogies for about185 tons,which

left 15minutes lateafterwaiting for late running

connections. I havenot foundagradientprofile for

this route (theyappear tobestate secrets inGermany),

but fromthestationheights it appears that the line is

fairly level as far asErbachbut thenclimbssteadily to

a summitatWattenweiler, the section fromHochdorf

averaging1-in-231.No. 03.276wasbeingworkedhard

on this section,but still lost time.

However, fromAulendorf after threading thescenic

curvingand restrictedsection toKMP166 thePacific

wasallowed to run fastdownhill up toandslightly

exceeding its120kph limit to theRavensburgstop

reached insideeven time.Thegoodworkcontinued

andwepickedup twominutes fromourmaximum

latenessof justover20minutes.

Departure
Twodays laterwewereon the same train, this time

withNo. 003.131and the same load. Itwasevident that

wehadadifferentdriver as the trainwas sloweraway

fromthe stopsbut ranup to82mphdownhill.On the

4.59pmstopping service fromFriedrichshafenwith

six andsevenvehicle loadsof around230 tons, the

section fromMochenwangen toAulendorf required

Nos. 003.088and003.276 tobeworkedhardon the

estimated1-in-125gradient as far asKMP158,where

theclimbeased somewhat.Wehada full day linesiding

on this climbphotographingClass 502-10-0sonheavy

freights, aswell as the03s.

AfteragreatweekwereturnedhomeonSaturday, July

17overnightSunday, July18;No.215.109toBasleBF,

No.110.118toBasleSBB,Nos.16691/68038toBoulogne

Mtme(7early),SSMaidofOrleans toFolkestoneHarbour,

EMUNo.5619FolkestoneCentral toAshford.What

wonderfuldays theywere inWestGermanythatyear,

great runningwiththePacifics,plusgoodfoodandbeer.

Maybemorefromdifferentareas ina future issue.

As Iwrite this column it’sbeginning to lookhopeful

for the return tonormality in the springof2021, and

with itmoremain line steamperformance tochoose

fromformycolumn.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 65
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MAIN LINE ITINERARY

January
9 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Hereford, Appleby & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

23 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Birmingham International, Appleby &

return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

30 ‘TheWinter CumbrianMountain

Express’

Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

30 ‘TheWhite Rose’

Wolverhampton, Manchester Victoria &

return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

February
5 ‘Belmond British Pullman’

London Victoria, Shalford & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

6 ‘TheWinter CumbrianMountain

Express’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle,

Preston.

Loco: TBC. RTC

13 ‘Valentine’s Luncheon Circular

Tour’

York, Newcastle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

13 ‘Valentine’s Evening Circular Tour’

York, Newcastle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

13 ‘Valentine’s Bath & Bristol Steam

Express’

London Victoria, Bristol & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

13 ‘The Lakelander’

Leicester, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

20 ‘The Cotswold Venturer’

London Paddington, Worcester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

The information in this listwas correct at the timeofgoing topress.Westronglyadvise youconfirmdetails of aparticular tripwith thepromoter concerned.

Loco: TBC. SR

14 ‘London toWinchester –Mother's

Day Special’

Paddington, Winchester

& return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 61306Mayflower. SD

20 ‘The Edinburgh Flyer’

York, Edinburgh & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

20 ‘The Cheshireman’

Euston, Chester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46233Duchess of Sutherland.

RTC

20 ‘Belmond British Pullman’

London Victoria, Shalford & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

20 ‘Railway Roundabout’

Birmingham, Leicester & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 7029 Clun Castle. VT

27 ‘The Fen and Fells Flyer’

Cambridge, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: York, Carlisle,

Doncaster.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

27 ‘TheWensleydale Railway’

Carnforth, Redmire & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

27 ‘TheMancunian’

Euston, Manchester Piccadilly

& return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 46233Duchess of Sutherland.

RTC

27 ‘WelshMarches Express’

East Midlands Parkway, Cardiff

& return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

20 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Bangor, Appleby & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. SR

27 ‘TheWelshMarches Express’

Nottingham, Cardiff & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

27 ‘The CottonMill Express’

Lancaster, Blackburn & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: TBC. RTC

27 ‘TheWinter CumbrianMountain

Express’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle,

Preston.

Loco: TBC. RTC

March
6 ‘NorthWales Coast Express’

Worcester Shrub Hill, Holyhead & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

6 ‘The Yorkshireman’

Ealing Broadway, York & return.

Steam-hauled: Ealing Broadway, York.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

10 ‘TheWilliam Shakespeare’

York, Stratford-upon-Avon & return.

Steam-hauled: TBA.

Loco: TBC. ST

13 ‘The Ribblehead Rambler’

Hull, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled throughout.

Loco: No. 60163 Tornado. A1SLT

13 ‘The Cumbrian Coast Express’

Euston, Carlisle & return.

Steam-hauled: Carlisle, Carnforth.

Loco: TBC. RTC

13 ‘Settle & Carlisle Circular’

Stoke on Trent, Appleby & return.

Diesel-hauled throughout.

No.46100Royal

Scotblowsoff as it

crosses theRiver

Don inSheffield

onAugust22,with

SaphosTrains’

‘TheWhiteRose’

excursion.Having

originated in

Wolverhampton,

theLMS4-6-0

hauled the train

fromCreweto

Yorkand return.

TheGrade II listed

NorfolkBridge

canbeseen in the

foreground.ALAN

WEAVER

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 077 2222

NB Northern Belle
01270 899382

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SR Statesman Railway
0345 310 2458

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

VT Vintage Trains
0121 708 4960

WCR West Coast Railways
01524 737751

Tour promoters
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Talkingabouther role,Helen said: “I feel likeSevern

Valleywas ready for a change, and I think they’ve

been incrediblywelcomingandsupportive. They

knowwhat theywant, and theywant someonewho

isgoing togive themthe right adviceandwmake

thingsbetter for the railway.As longasyou’redoing,

that you’re fine.” TONY BENDING/SVR

LEADINGWITH

Helen Smith, general manager of the Severn Valley Railway talks to Nicola Fox about her
approach and experiences of managing one of Britain’s premier league heritage lines,
including staff, volunteers, infrastructure and operations during her first year in the role.

H
elen Smith, the general manager of the
Severn Valley Railway was appointed
in November 2019, just in time for the

busy Christmas season. Thinking then that she
was being thrown in at the deep end, alas, the
water only got deeper (in some cases literally).
In Helen’s first year in post she has had

to deal with storms, floods and a global
pandemic which forced the complete and
unprecedented shut down of the railway for
over four months. At the start of November
2020, nearly a year after her appointment,
Heritage Railway caught with Helen to find
out what the year had been like for her.
Having come from a visitor attraction

background, Helen has weathered storms
before – both figuratively and literally –
and during the conversation she is upbeat
and ebullient. Answering with forthright
confidence, she has a ready laugh and – with
years of experience under her belt, is taking

everything 2020
has thrown
at her in her
stride.

Attraction
Heritage Railway (HR):Helen, you came to
the Severn Valley from The Tank Museum in
Bovington in Dorset. What drew you to the
heritage railway sector?
Helen Smith (HS): I’ve worked in military
museums for the past 10 years and the
challenges are very similar to heritage
railways. Some of the job was looking at
restoring the vehicles, showing them in
action, and keeping up the heritage skills
needed for fixing these things. We had
apprenticeship schemes at The Tank Museum,
we had just a built a workshop, so there were
a lot of things that were related to what a
heritage railway would have to deal with. The
fact that it’s trains… at the end of the day it’s
still a big metal object that needs to be fixed!

HR:Have you been able to draw on any of
your previous experience in other roles?
HS:Running a railway is a nice mixture of
everything I’ve done in my background.
Science centres are very much about bringing
your exhibits to life and you can’t get any more
alive than a locomotive coming into a station!
It’s a living and breathing thing. Also, it’s

an immersive experience, you are submerged
into that era, and immersing

yourself into the subject
was what the science
exhibits were about.

HR:What have you found challenging about
joining the SVR?
HS: The biggest challenge for me is that
before everyone had always been on one
site. If I’d been running something, I’d
be able to get everybody in one room and
motivate people. At the Severn Valley we’ve
got 1800 volunteers and 200 staff, and that
was a challenge, thinking how am I going
to manage communicating with everyone?
However, that’s where technology has really
come into its own over the last six months;
since the pandemic hit, we have taken huge
leaps forward in the way we use technology.
Before you would not have found me in

front of a television camera! I’m quite happy
now to be filmed – it’s much easier to get your
message across with feeling when speaking
on camera rather than sending out letters and
notices. I care about whether the volunteers
will be safe or not, I care about the visitors,
and it’s a lot easier to get that message across
using film.

HR:Has this new way of communicating
been something you’ve enjoyed?
HS: The human element is what we’ve missed
for the last six months – that’s why I work in
visitor attractions; I love people. Getting out
there and speaking to people and meeting
people – it’s what I do! So, it’s really weird to
sit and manage an organisation from your
own dining room. It’s very odd!

HR: This year has been a baptism of fire
for with storms, floods and the pandemic.
How has it been for you?
HS: There were a lot of similarities with
my previous role and within the first six
weeks of working at Severn Valley Railway,
I couldn’t even remember what a tank
was. My brain’s capacity for information
was completely taken over by locomotives,

POSITIVITY!

FACE TO FACE



GWR2-8-0No. 2857hauls the

SVR’s reopening trainoutof

Kidderminster onSaturday,

August1– thedaypublic trains

resumedafter the first Covid-19

lockdown. TOMCLARKE

“If you’re a good
manager – and
especially working
in an industry
where we’re
heavily reliant
on volunteers –
then if you’re not
concerned about
their well-being,
there’s something
a bit wrong. I think
that has to be the
centre of what
you’re doing. Once
you’re involved
in something like
the Severn Valley
Railway, you realise
that these people
are there because
it’s a way of life; it’s
not just a job to
them.”
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timetables, train services, all the complexities
of the business. We’ve got two pubs, all the
catering outlets, three shops, the engineering
works, the carriage and wagon… it’s just
incredible. Then trying to figure out who
everybody is and what they do, and then
on top of that we were in the middle of the
Falling Sands project, so we were already
closed from Bewdley to Bridgnorth, then in
the middle of that we got the flooding.
Although we didn’t have to stop running,

everyone around us was flooded, so you
couldn’t get to us. That devastated our numbers
for February half term, so we started the year
pretty badly, then by March 15 we had to close
for the pandemic… within a couple of weeks
of February half term, we were talking about
the pandemic and I remember saying ‘I don’t
think it will be as bad as people are saying’…!
I honestly didn’t think it would be – you

think, six weeks, it will be done… hindsight is
a wonderful thing. I don’t think we would
have done anything differently, but the most
challenging thing about the closure period

was trying not to make a decision too early.
Things were changing so quickly – within a
few days you felt like you’d had a month’s
worth of things happen! We knew it was going
to be a while before we could open again and
decided to just pick a date, because until we
had a date to work to, we were just going
round in circles. So that’s what we did, we
picked a date. August 1 was as good as any.

HR:Why did you close before the
government told you to?
HS: To protect the volunteers – we didn’t
want to ask them to come in, it was all very
uncertain, and there were quite a lot of
things already closed by then. I could see the
potential for visitors considering us not to be a
responsible company and I thought it was the
right thing to do, as did all the boards.
We closed in mid-March then launched

the appeal to help us survive that closure
– because at that point we thought we’d be
closed for six weeks and would need £250,000
to survive the closure. We didn’t think we

would be closed for that long, so estimated six
weeks’ worth of profit for the Easter period,
and then it just went on and on. To put it into
perspective we actually lost £2.8million.

HR: The SVR has a lot of staff, what did
lockdown mean for them?
HS: I furloughed as many people as I could by
the end of April. I kept a key group of people
operating the Fight Back Fund and some key
managers because we were in the middle of
the Falling Sands project. At the beginning of
March we’d also taken on a number of new
staff, who wouldn’t have qualified for the
furlough scheme because they weren’t due to
be paid until the end of March. We kept them
on because we felt they had given up perfectly
good, well-paid jobs to come and join the
railway and we felt that it would be quite
bad of us to just let them all go because they
would have been without any income... so
they actually had to learn quite a lot about the
railway in a very short space of time!
They were in the office answering the

According toHelen: “Runninga railway is anice
mixtureof everything I’vedone inmybackground.
Science centres areverymuchaboutbringingyour
exhibits to life andyoucan’t get anymorealive than
a locomotive coming intoa station! It’s a livingand
breathing thing.”GWR0-6-0PTNo.7714 runs into
HamptonLoade stationonOctober9. JOHN TITLOW
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Yorkshire-born and bred, Helen Smith took over
from Nick Ralls, who left to join the Ironbridge
Gorge Museums Trust as chief executive.
Helen has brought with her a wealth of

experience within the visitor attraction sector.
Her most recent role was deputy director at
the Tank Museum, Bovington in Dorset, a £30m
Heritage Fund project with over 300 vehicles and
a £4.6m tank rebuild and restoration workshop
with an active apprenticeship scheme.
Prior to that, she held roles as general manager

at The Fusilier Museum in Bury and operations
director at the Magna Science Adventure Centre
in Rotherham.
In addition to being general manager, Helen

now sits on the boards of both the Holdings and
Guarantee Company at the SVR.

phones, opening the letters, processing the
cheques for the Fight Back Fund, it was a good
learning curve for them and it’s given them
a fantastic background in what the railway’s
about and how important it is to people.

HR: In what way?
HS:Well, with every cheque we got, there
was a letter saying ‘We love the Severn Valley
Railway we want you to survive’, or ‘I’ve
brought my children to Santa for years’, or
‘My grandad worked on the line’ etc. It was
really lovely, the messages we were sent by the
public were unbelievably supportive so that
was really good.
Then we got to May, I’d furloughed pretty

much everybody, including as many of the
senior management team as I could, because I
knew that we were not coming out of it quickly
and I didn’t want to start making plans until
we were sure about what was happening.
There are still parts of the railway that don’t

have all the volunteers back because you can’t
properly socially distance. We’ve done all

kinds of things like bringing in extra toilets,
workspaces, hand washing facilities for the
staff and volunteers and the visitors as well.

HR:With so many staff furloughed, how
did you manage to keep going on the Falling
Sands Viaduct project?
HS:Across the railway, we brought people
back in phases from the beginning of June
until August, depending on what their
role was. The permanent way team came
off furlough in mid-June and some of the
contractors working on Falling Sands were
able to continue working. We made the
viaduct nice and dry, sorting out all the
Victorian drainage. The drains were all still
intact and perfectly serviceable; it was just
amazing, Victorian engineering at its best.
Then, because the viaduct had been made nice
and dry, a family of bats decided to move in.

HR: That must have thrown a spanner in
the works?
HS:Well, we then had to get an environmental
specialist in to look at what kind of bats they
were, which held the project up by another
few weeks. We had to ascertain what the bats
were, whether they had set up a permanent
home, or whether it was just a resting place…
and all of the rest of the stuff that you have to
do for bats. That held it up by another month;
the track was re-laid just ready for us to reopen
in August.

HR:We’re talking about this several months
after the fact and you seem remarkably
upbeat and cheerful about it all, but how was
it at the time?
HS: I’m quite a pragmatic person. I did think
at first: ‘I’m just a visitor attraction person, I
don’t have to deal with these crises’. Then I

looked back at my career and thought, well in
2007 I had a flood at Magna which stopped
us working for a few weeks; and when the
recession hit in 2008, I was at Magna and
half our business was in corporate events, we
had half a million pounds’-worth of business
cancel in two weeks. I’ve dealt with all kinds
of stuff, and I thought, actually this is part
and parcel of life isn’t it? These things come
up every so often and actually I’ve dealt with
lots of crises, so I could sit there and think,
‘you know what to do; I need to deal with
fact’. Then you start building the process.

HR: The word unprecedented has been
thrown around a lot this year. What have
you found particularly challenging about
this situation?
HS:What I’ve found difficult with this, and
I’m sure everyone else has as well, is that
you’re not actually in charge of your own
destiny. If it’s an insurance event, a fire or
flood, you can see it, say ‘that’s the damage,
I know this is what it’s going to cost to fix’,
you speak to the insurance company and
you schedule in the work – you make sure it
happens. You can replan the opening, have
dates in the diary for what you’ve got to sell
and by when, you can plan the PR – it’s all
there and under your control. The thing
with this was it just wasn’t under our control
and everything they said was underlined
with, ‘well it might not happen’. How do you
restart a massive machine like the SVR with
no certain dates? Hence why we came up
with ‘let’s just pick a date.’ If that date has to
change, the plan doesn’t need to because the
plan is already there. The chairman did say
to me at first that he thought I was being too
optimistic, but I do feel like you’ve got to lead
with positivity.

Keen topractisewhat shepreaches,Helen isno

stranger togetting into the spirit of things. She

is seenhere inavoluntary capacity asoneof the

Halloweenspooks. SVR

“We closed in mid-March then launched the appeal to help us
survive that closure – because at that point we thought we’d be
closed for six weeks and would need £250,000 to survive the
closure. We didn’t think we would be closed for that long, so
estimated six weeks’ worth of profit for the Easter period, and
then it just went on and on. To put it into perspective we actually
lost £2.8million!”

HelenSmith:

CAREER
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Gearing up for the resumption of operations after the first enforced shutdown in the name of Covid-19

was an exercise in itself. In Helen’s words: “Across the railway, we brought people back in phases from the

beginning of June until August, depending onwhat their rolewas. The permanentway team came off

furlough inmid-June.” Class 08No. D3022 is picturedwith aworks train. SVR

SinceCovid-19hit,Helenhasbecomeaccustomed tobeing in frontof a television camera. “I’mquitehappy

nowtobe filmed– it’smucheasier toget yourmessageacrosswith feeling speakingoncamera rather than

sendingout letters andnotices,” she said.Helen ispicturedbeing interviewedby ITVnewsat Eardington in

October following thegenerousdonationof trackmaterial byTransport forWestMidlandsand theMidland

MetroAlliance. SVR

HR:What form does that take?
HS:When I’ve handled these things in the
past, I’ve realised you deal with it at work,
then you go home. However, this time home
life has been just as disrupted, if not more
disrupted, so it’s something that you can’t
escape from. I quite quickly realised that my
work force’s mental health was important, so
we did all kinds of things such as dressing up
conference calls. It was ridiculous – on one

occasion I dressed as Eddie the Eagle Edwards
with a moustache and everything!
We tried to make it informal, we did general

quizzes, railway quizzes, all sorts of stuff. We
also did different themes once a week to try to
keep everyone’s spirits up. Furthermore, we
encouraged staff to conference call each other
for a chat, not for a meeting, because that’s the
bit you miss out on; the staff room chats over
a cup of tea on the things you’re worried about

– whether it be work or home. That was the
kind of interaction we weren’t getting, so we
tried to recreate that in any way we could.

HR: So, would you say prioritising mental
health in the work place is important to you?
HS: If you’re a good manager – and especially
working in an industry where we’re heavily
reliant on volunteers – then if you’re not
concerned about their well-being, there’s
something a bit wrong. I think that has to be
the centre of what you’re doing. Once you’re
involved in something like the Severn Valley
Railway, you realise that these people are
there because it’s a way of life; it’s not just a
job to them. So, in a way, to look after them
when it all first started, I had to keep them
away and that was difficult. I was saying to
them, look, you’ve got to stay away because if,
heaven forbid, you end up on your death bed...
Honestly, I didn’t think [the pandemic]

would last the length of time it has done.

HR:What has been the feel on the railway
during this time?
HS: I think this has made everyone pull
together, I think we managed to achieve a
lot of change through the pandemic because
we’ve had to completely relook at how we
operate. People have been amazing, the
volunteers have been amazing, they’ve come
together, they’ve given me help where I
needed help, they’ve given me advice, and also
criticism – because that’s just part of it and to
be honest I don’t mind. It’s not coming from a
bad place – they want the best for the railway.
I’m quite a collaborative manager anyway, so
I don’t mind people having an opinion and
I’ll change direction if I think they’re right,
I’m not too proud to admit when I’m wrong. I
think it’s worked quite well so far, it’s all about
asking the right people isn’t it and making
sure that the boards are completely behind
what the decision is, it’s managing the boards
as much as managing the volunteers.

HR:What’s it like managing an organisation
in an industry that has traditionally been
male dominated?
HS: I am quite forceful and I’m good at what
I do. When I first went to a military museum
conference, I was the only woman in the
room. So, though I don’t think it will always
be this male heavy, I’m quite used to it. I do
think it’s challenging, being a woman in this
environment, but I feel like Severn Valley was
ready for a change, and I think they’ve been
incredibly welcoming and supportive. They
know what they want, and they want someone
who is going to give them the right advice
and make things better for the railway. As
long as you’re doing, that you’re fine. I think,
whether you’re female or male, it shouldn’t
make any difference, you want to get the
job because you’re good at what we do. Our
senior management team is now 50% women,
50% men. We’ve not actively tried to recruit
women, they just happened to be the best
people for the job.

HR: That shows that more women are feeling
that these jobs are open to them?
HS: Yes exactly, part of the organisations –
preserved railways, heritage railways – part
of them maturing and becoming professional
organisations will automatically put them into
a different level. It’s an £8 million turnover
business, if we can’t show diversity then
there’s a bit of an issue.
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Amomentousoccasion ina challenging
year:Helen ispicturedwith the
footplate crewof theSVR’s reopening
trainonAugust 1on the running
plateofGWR2-8-0No. 2857at
Kidderminster. LESLEY CARR

HR: You mention moving the railway to the
next level, what are the challenges there?
HS: The challenge comes from a health and
safety point of view. We’re lucky to still
have some of our founding fathers around.
However, volunteering has changed a lot since
back in the day in the 1960s, where everyone
did what they wanted – welding etc – without
thinking about health and safety. We have to
make sure we’re running a 21st century health
and safety secure site. Everything the visitor
sees should be heritage, but everything in
the background, should be up to 21st century
standards, and that’s quite a challenge.

HR: I understand before the railway
closed for the second lockdown you were
able to close on a high note with the
Hallowe’en trains?
HS: The Ghost Trains were fully booked, and
we had the Scream Trains this year, where the
last service on each of the ghost trains was
an adult version, where we really got to scare
them. The whole event saw our volunteers
putting a huge effort into creating a fantastic
experience, and the haunted stations looked
spookily amazing. It was, in many ways, a bit
of a swansong because the second lockdown,
and our resulting closure, was announced on
the evening of the 31st, and we ran our last
public services on November 1.

HR:How was that second closure?
HS:Having to close for a second time this
year was hard, and the worst part was having
to disappoint passengers who’d booked to
travel during the closure period. We’ve wasted
no time in rebooking as many as possible of
these onto services in December, when [at
time of writing], fingers crossed, we will be
able to run once more.

HR: So, what’s next?
HS: December is all-important for us, and
our preparations for the Christmas season
continued throughout November, despite the
fact the railway was closed to the public. The
last month of the year will, as always, generate
more passenger revenue for the railway than
any other, and we wanted to be 100% ready to
give people a festive experience to remember
on both our Santa Trains and Steam in
Lights services.
The Santa trains are pretty much fully

booked, and we’ve got the steam in lights
services again. The Santa trains go to Arley
where there’s a socially distanced Santa
stage show. We’re getting the parents to put
the invites in the freezer, so they’ll be cold,
because of course, they’ve come from the
north pole! I worked in a children’s museum
for my first job, so I’m used to coming up with
ideas like that.

HR:Given that we didn’t know what was
happening from week to week, did you
have contingency plans for if the Christmas
season had to be cancelled?
HS:No! We were hoping Christmas ran as
planned... but who knows? It’s essential to our
income. We recently received money from the
Culture Recovery Fund, and I feel a lot more
comfortable knowing that we’ve got that.
That will make the difference between being
able to pay wages and not. Fingers crossed we
will have been able to continue.

“I think, whether you’re female or male, it shouldn’t make any
difference, you want to get the job because you’re good at
what we do. Our senior management team is now 50% women,
50%men. We’ve not actively tried to recruit women, they just
happened to be the best people for the job.”
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Rapido to ‘fill the gaps’ – new
range to include preserved locos
NORTHAmericanmanufacturer Rapido

Trainshasannounced it intends to

produce ready-to-runmodelsof British

prototypeswhichhavenotpreviously

beenavailable.

Among the gaps it is filling in

OO-gauge isWR Hawksworth ‘15XX’

0-6-0PT. Although designed during

the days of the GWR, the ‘15XXs’

were built by BR. After withdrawal,

three examples were acquired by

the National Coal Board – including

No. 1501, which is preserved at the

Severn Valley Railway.

In addition to No. 1501, other

variants to be produced by Rapido

Trains include No. 1506 in BR unlined

black with no emblem; No. 1500 in

BR unlined black with early emblem;

No. 1505 in BR lined black with early

emblem; No. 1504 in BR unlined black

with late emblem; No. 1501 in BR

lined with black early emblem; and

No. 1509 in NCBmaroon.

Prices for DCC ready models are

set to be £129.95 each – and £229.95

each for DCC soundmodels. Delivery

is expected in 2022.

Industrial
Responding towhat it says is an

increasingvolumeof calls from

modellers for industrial locomotives in

4mmscale, RapidoTrains is toproducea

Hunslet 16in0-6-0ST.

With at least nine examples in

preservation in Britain, the model is

expected to prove popular. Therefore,

it may come as no surprise that four

of the sevenmodels will depict those

surviving in the heritage sector. They

include the Chasewater Railway’s

Holly Bank No. 3 in NCB lined blue;

Nene Valley Railway-based Jacks

Green in Naylor Benzon & Co lined

green; and two Embsay & Bolton

Abbey Steam Railway examples –

Primrose No. 2 in NCB lined black and

Beatrice in NCB lined red.

Other models will be available

in Oxfordshire Ironstone lined red,

MarkhamMain Colliery lined green

and plain green.

In what is believed to be a first for

a British OO-scale steam-outline

industrial locomotive, the factory-

fitted DCC soundmodel will feature

sounds recorded from an operational

Hunslet 16in.

Current prices for DCC ready

models are £129.95 each, while DCC

sound variants will be available for

£229.95 each. Release is expected

late 2021.

Rapido Trains also plans to fill

one of the last gaps in the N gauge

main line diesel fleet with the

MetroVick Type 2 or Class 28 Co-Bo.

D5705, the sole-surviving example

is under restoration at the East

Lancashire Railway.

Diesels
In addition toD5705 inBRgreenwith

yellowwarningpanels, other variants

will includeD5709 inBRgreen;D5711

inBRgreenwithyellowwarningpanels;

D5713 inBRgreenwithyellowwarning

panels;D5707 inBRgreenwithyellow

ends; andD5701 inBRbluewith

yellowends.

Delivery is expected in 2022. Prices

for DCC ready models are set to be

£119.95 each – and £219.95 each for

DCC soundmodels.

Rapido Trains has also announced

it plans to resume work on its project

to produce a gunpowder van in 4mm

scale. Originally unveiled in 2017,

the project was halted – but it is now

intended to deliver the model by

late 2021.

Pecoprogresses itsOO9 range
FANSof theFfestiniogRailway (FR)

maybedelighted to learn that a

OO9 ready-to-runmodelof a‘Small

England’locomotive is expected to

be released in theearlypart of 2021.

As previously reported, the

model – depicting Princess

and Prince – is part of a new

collaboration between Peco and

Japanesemanufacturer KATO.

Peco, which has this year

releasedmodels of the FR’s ‘Bug

Box’carriages in both preservation

andVictorian liveries, is continuing

to progress its projects to produce

further FR stock. FR quarryman’s

carriages and bogie‘Bowsider’

coaches are expected to be

released in late 2021.

Meanwhile, production of the

new Lynton&Barnstaple Railway

8 ton bogie goods brake van is

due to start shortly. Both open and

closed veranda variants in L&B and

SR liverieswill be available.

A SnailbeachDistrict Railway

hopperwagon is also promised for

release soon.

New LNWR ‘Precedent’ model
for summer 2021 release

LNWRNo.790Hardwicke is tobeavailable in LNWRBlack (Pristine), the livery it is

preserved inaspart of theNationalCollectionat Locomotion, Shildon.

THEpartnershipof LocomotionModels

andRails of Sheffieldhasannounced

it has commissionedBachmann to

produceanewOO-scalemodelof

theLondon&NorthWesternRailway

‘ImprovedPrecedent’Class2-4-0–

includingNo. 790Hardwicke,which

ispreservedat Locomotion, Shildon.

Currently at the livery approval stage,

delivery is expectednext summer.

Introduced between 1887 and

1901, the locomotives became

known as ‘Improved Precedents’

as they replaced 96 of the 6ft 6ins

Curved Link ‘Newtons’and 62 of the

6ft 6ins Straight Link ‘Precedents.’

They retained the names and

numbers of the locomotives

they replaced.

Survivor
No.790was theonlyexample tobe

preserved in1931, havingbecome

famousduring the‘Races to theNorth’in

1895. It ranbetweenCreweandCarlisle

at anaverageof67¼mph, a record

which stood for40years.Withdrawals

of the‘ImprovedPrecedents’started in

1905with theLMS inheriting76at the

1923grouping.The lastwaswithdrawn

in1934.

Liveries
Other livery variantswill include

No. 1673 Lucknow in LNWRBlack livery;

No. 5036Novelty in LMSCrimson livery;

andNo. 5018Talavera in LMSBlack

livery.

The models will include detail

differences to reflect the relevant

period – such asWebb or Cook

style buffers and two types of lamp

bracket, be it LNWR lamp sockets or

the LMS style lamp irons.

The recommended retail price of

the model is £220 and can be pre-

ordered nowwith a deposit of £30

fromwww.locomotionmodels.com

for Hardwicke in preserved condition,

while Lucknow, Novelty and Talavera

will be available through www.

railsofsheffield.com

Dapolhasmanufactureda

commemorativeOO-scalebox

van for LocomotionModels.

Just 250modelshavebeen

produced. Theyareavailable

for£15each fromeither the

NationalRailwayMuseum in

Yorkor Locomotion inShildon

–or seeadvertisementon

page79.
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The glory of theGreatWesterny
The Great Western Railway has remained a firm favourite with modellers for many
decades, and it isn’t hard to understand why, writes Pete Kelly, as he traces the
unbroken development of the GWR locomotives from the Churchward era onwards.

ThemightandmajestyofGWR ‘Castle’ Class 4-6-0No. 4079PendennisCastle is captured toperfectionas itmakesa spiriteddeparture fromKing’s CrossonApril 29, 1925

before flatteningHollowayBankwith the10.10amdeparture for Leedsduring the famousexchange trials against theLNER’sA1Pacifics.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

THEGreatWesternRailwayhasalways

beenoneof themostpopular subjects

formodellers, and therecanbe fewGWR

locomotive types thathaveneverbeen

offered for sale inminiaturised form

–and thedetail is justgettingbetter

andbetter.

The reason for this popularity is

strikingly obvious when you consider

the GWR’s post broad-gauge history

from the late 19th century onwards.

After succeedingWilliam Dean

as locomotive, carriage and wagon

superintendent at the age of 45 in

1902, George Jackson Churchward

(1857-1933) studied locomotive

designs from both America and

France before constructing a series of

modern, fast and efficient prototypes

using two and four-cylinder designs.

These laid the foundations for all

GWR locomotives that followed

– even including the very last

four-cylinder ‘Castles’ to be built

at Swindon under British Railways

in 1950!

Churchward embarked upon a vast

programme of standardisation, using

common parts for a whole series

of new designs, which gave GWR

locomotives a handsome, corporate

look. Among the longest-lasting of

themwere the 4300 Class 2-6-0s,

3150 and 4500 Class prairie tanks and

2800 Class 2-8-0s.

While his 2900 Class two-cylinder

‘Saints’, introduced in 1902, were still

under construction, Churchward

started thinking about a muchmore

powerful class to haul the heaviest

passenger trains on the GWR system,

and the railway duly acquired three

compound four-cylinder Atlantics

from France, Nos. 102 La France, 103

President and 104 Alliance. In 1906

Churchward’s team built a non-

compound 4-4-2 prototype, No. 40

North Star, which took the four-

cylinder layout and other features

from the French design.

Conversion
It andother earlymembersof the‘Star’

class that followedwerealsobuilt as

Atlantics, but theyweredesigned to

convert relatively easily into4-6-0s –and

with theadhesioncapabilitiesof four-

coupled locomotives reaching their limit

on longer andheavy trains, all endedup

as4-6-0s.

The ‘Stars’were built in several small

batches between 1907 and 1922,

each incorporating detail differences

and improvements, but only the

initial batch of 10 (along with the

prototype North Star) actually carried

the names of stars. A second batch

of 10, built in 1908, was named after

knights, and what splendid names

they were – Knight of the Golden

Fleece and Knight of the Grand Cross

to name but two. Next came 10 ‘Stars’

named after kings in 1909, followed

by 10 named after queens in 1910,

five ‘Princes’ in 1913, 15 ‘Princesses’ in

1914 and finally 12 ‘Abbeys’ in 1922-3,

most of the latter retaining their

nameplates after being converted

into ‘Castles’.

The capabilities of the ‘Star’Class

4-6-0s were demonstrated during

an ‘exchange trial’ against an LNWR

Whale ‘Experiment’4-6-0 in 1910

after a notable technical journal had

suggested that Churchward’s new

locomotives were far too expensive

to construct andmaintain. After

being summoned by the GWR

directors to explain why the LNWR

could build three 4-6-0s for the price

of two of his, Churchward’s curt

reply was: “Because one of mine

could pull two of their bloody things

backwards!”

Although that particular feat was

not tried during the exchange, the

GWR engine proved the winner in

both performance and economy.

One of Churchward’s first

locomotive classes, constructed

between 1902 and 1909 was the

outside-framed, inside-cylinder 3700

Class of 4-4-0s, whose sole-surviving

example, No. 3440 City of Truro, is

reputed to have exceeded 100mph

in early May 1904. The 20 ‘City’

locomotives, some converted from

‘Atbara’Class 4-4-0s and others built

from new, were the first to feature the

taper boilers that quickly became a

GWR hallmark.

The 3700s’outside frame

construction was already becoming

dated, however, and the first of

Churchward’s inside-framed 3800

‘County’Class 4-4-0s, introduced in

1904 and built mostly from standard

components, were just around the

corner. They had the same 6ft 8½in

diameter driving wheels as the

‘Saints’.

Development
Afterhandingover the reins toCharles

BCollett in1921, theunbroken

chainofdevelopment continuedas

Churchward’s successor introducedhis

four-cylinder‘Castle’4-6-0s in1923, the

evenmorepowerful‘King’4-6-0s in1927

and the two-cylinder‘Hall’4-6-0s (1924),

‘Grange’4-6-0s (1936) andManor’4-6-0s

(1938), alongwith several pannier and

side-tankclasses, including thedainty

1400Class 0-4-2s.

In the days when chief mechanical

engineers (CME) were happy to

learn from each other, following

the 1924 British Empire Exhibition

atWembley Park at which the first

of Collett’s ‘Castle’4-6-0s, No. 4073

Caerphilly Castle, had been displayed

alongside Nigel Gresley’s A1 Pacific

No. 4472 Flying Scotsman, exchange

trials between the two classes took

place in April 1925,with No. 4079

Pendennis Castle representing the

GWR on the former Great Northern

main line between King’s Cross and
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Oneof theprizeexhibitswhen theGreatWesternMuseumatSwindonwas

openedon June22, 1962wasChurchward’s legendaryoutside-framedexpress-

passenger4-4-0CityofTruro, theonly survivorof its class. The locomotive is

reputed tohaveexceeded100mphdownWellingtonBank inSomersetwith the

up ‘OceanMails’ fromPlymouthonMay9, 1904,but the speed, taken fromthe

timing logsof respected railway journalist CharlesRous-Marten, is disputed to

thisday. The locomotive is todayondisplay inSwindonatwhat is nowcalled

Steam,Museumof theGreatWesternRailway.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

In immaculate condition, ‘Castle’ Class 4-6-0No.5035CoityCastleheads the

4.05pmPaddington toBirkenheadexpressnearWestWycombeonNovember28,

1939.RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE

LikeHawksworth’s

powerful ‘County’

4-6-0sof 1945, the

capable ‘Britannia’

Pacifics allocated to

theWesternRegion

reputedly received

amixed reception

fromcrewswho’d

beenbroughtup

on traditionalGWR

designs formany

years. ‘Britannia’

No. 70027Rising

Stargets away from

Paddingtonwitha

Plymouth-bound

express, passing

‘Castle’No. 5063

EarlBaldwin in1953.

Note theequallywell

turned-out condition

ofboth locomotives.

RAILWAYMAGAZINE

ARCHIVE

Doncaster, and A1 No. 4474 Victor

Wild representing the LNER on GWR

metals.

According to celebrated railway

writer Cecil J Allen, on the very first

day Pendennis Castle lifted its allotted

480-ton train up Holloway Bank to

Finsbury Park in record time, despite

being 20 tons lighter than the Gresley

Pacifics, and for the rest of the trials

No. 4079 kept well within time and

used less coal than its opponent.

VictorWild gave an excellent

account of itself on unfamiliar and

considerably more curvaceous tracks

by also keeping to time, but its rival

No. 4674 Caldicot Castle performed

better still for the cost of much

less coal.

Gresley wasted no time in learning

the lessons from the 1925 trials

by modifying the valve gear with

increased lap and longer travel,

which together with a considerable

increase in superheating surface

transformed his locomotives into

A3s, which in turn led to the fabulous

A4s – and everyone knows the rest of

the story.

The LMS, with its inherited vast

assortment of locomotive types

of mixed reputation from somany

pre-grouping railway companies,

must also have taken note, and

whenWilliam Stanier, who had

worked alongside Collett for many

years, became CME of the LMS in

1932, he took many GWR traditions

with him, including four-cylinder

layouts for his most powerful express

engines, along with much-needed

standardisation and taper-boiler

construction.

When Collett finally retired in

1941, the GWR appointed as its

new CME FrederickW Hawksworth,

who had spent his entire career at

Swindon, starting as a 15-year-old

apprentice in 1898. As an apprentice

draughtsman under Churchward

in 1905, he had even become

involved in drawings for the unique

1908 Pacific No. 111 The Great Bear.

Following Collett’s appointment

as CME in 1921, Hawksworth was

promoted to chief draughtsman, and

11 years later, when Stanier left for

the LMS, he replaced him as assistant

to Collett himself.

Hawksworth’s final rise to the

post of CME couldn’t have come

at a worse time though, for with

Britain enduring the darkest days

of the SecondWorldWar, some of

his deepest-held ambitions, such as

designing a modern Pacific class for

the GWR, were thwarted.

Evolution
Unlikehispredecessors,whoeach

servedasCMEs for twodecades, he

wasable to remain inhispost for just

eight years, retiringasCME for the

WesternRegionofBR in1949. In that

short time though,hewas responsible

for themuch-improved‘ModifiedHalls’

introduced in1944 featuringmuch

more superheating,different cylinder

and frameconstructionandplate-

framedbogies.Healso introduced

moreweldingprocesses toSwindon’s

traditionalpractices, including the

constructionof straight-sided tenders,

but for some reasonmanyGWRpurists

sawhimas somethingof a rebel.

His powerful ‘Counties’of 1945,

usingmany ‘Modified Hall’principles,

were the final embodiment of the

GWR’s long tradition of two-cylinder

4-6-0s that had started with the

‘Saints’of 1902. However, they broke

the mould in many ways, such as

usingmodified Stanier boilers and

pushing the steam pressure to

280lb, which with the 6ft 3in driving

wheels brought the tractive effort to

32,580lb, beating that of the ‘Castles’

(although this was later lowered to

just over 29,000lb). Moreover, with

their continuous rather than curved

splashers and straight nameplates,

they didn’t quite look GreatWestern.

Perhaps still dreaming of his Pacific,

he even considered using outside

Walschaerts valve gear during

the design process – anathema to

the GWR tradition of hiding such

moving parts from sight – and in the

end he settled for the usual inside

Stephenson link design. The GWR

owed the simple connecting rod

motion of its 4-6-0s to the fact that it

always preferred insideWalschaerts

valve-gear for its four-cylinder

designs and Stephenson link gear for

its two-cylinder design.

The ‘Counties’ received a mixed

reception from their footplate crews,

and somemight surmise that, as

in the case of theWestern Region

‘Britannias’, a little old-fashioned bias

might sometimes have crept in.

Hawksworth’s final designs were

the 9400 Class inside-cylinder

0-6-0PTs, introduced in 1947, and

the rather more extreme short-

wheelbase outside-cylinder 1500

Class pannier tanks, introduced in

1949, and in the case of the latter

he finally got his own way by fitting

outsideWalschaerts valve-gear to

these short-lived and admittedly

odd-looking locomotives.

Sadly, we’ll never knowwhat

Hawksworth, who spent his whole

working life with the GWR, might

have achieved in different times and

circumstances.
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Bachmann’sOOscalemodelsofHawksworth’s 9400Class0-6-0PTs

thatwere introduced in1947will be in the shops soon, including

thisGreatWestern-liveriedversion. PETE KELLY

Above:Hornby’snicely-detailedmodelofGWR ‘Star’ Class 4-6-0No. 4003 LodeStar is oneof its latestmodels todelightGWR

fans, and is available fromdealers and theRailwayMuseumatYork. PETE KELLY

Hornbyalsoproduces some fineOO-scalemodelsof

5100and6100Class ‘largeprairie’ tanks. This isNo. 4154

fromthe5100Class.

Right: Cabdetail in theHornby ‘Star’ is excellent,withgoodbackheaddetail aswell as thewoodenseats for the footplate

crew,with thedriver’s positionon right.Wearegrateful toPeteFowler atCaistor Loco for the loanof thismodel. PETE KELLY

BachmannBranchline’sOO-scalemodelof ‘Earl’ (or ‘Dukedog’) outside-framed4-4-0No. 3206

EarlofPlymouthdepicts the locomotivebefore its nameplate, and thoseofothermembersof

thehybrid class,were removedand transferred to ‘Castles’.

Showing the steppedplateover the largeoutside cylinders

andother finedetails, this isHornby’sR3552OO-scale

modelof ‘Grange’ 4-6-0No. 6860AberporthGrange.

The models

Dapol’s newOO-scaleClass43XX2-6-0 range includes

No. 7301 inGWRgreenwithBRsmokeboxnumberplate.

RE-CREATING theGWRhasbeenthe

soleambitionofmanymodellers for

decades, andthe trendshowsnosigns

ofabating,withmoreandmoreOOscale

modelsofbetterquality thaneverbefore

coming into themarket.

Dapol’s cracking newly-tooled

models of Churchward’s 4300 Class

mixed-traffic moguls come in a choice

of no fewer than six liveries covering

the entire lifespan of these useful

2-6-0s, and feature highly-detailed

body shells and underframes.

Newly released
Themodelshavebeendesigned forall

of today’shigh-techpossibilities,with

aslide-inPCBallowing the tool-free

installationofaNEXT-18decoder

throughthesmokeboxdoor.Anoptional

bass-reflex speakercanbe fitted into the

tender, andon factory-fittedmodelsa

fireboxglowcanbesynchronisedwith

theexhaust sound.

The drawbar between the

locomotive and tender, which has a

hinged fall-plate, has the electrical

Bachmann Branchline’s highly-

detailed OO scale models of

Hawksworth’s 94XX 0-6-0PTs in GWR

green, in early-crest BR plain black

and in late-crest BR black are due to

arrive before January, and will also be

available sound-fitted. There is also

a nice model of ‘Hall’4-6-0 No. 4971

Stanway Hall in BR lined black livery

The latest fromHornby is a

wonderfully-detailed OO-scalemodel

of The National Collection’s ‘Star’

4-6-0 No. 4003 Lode Star. Other GWR

Hornbymodels available include‘King’

4-6-0 No. 6023 King Edward II, ‘Grange’

4-6-0 No. 6860 AberporthGrange and

‘large prairie’2-6-2Ts Nos. 4154 and

6110, both in GWR green.

connectionmoulded into the close-fit

push-coupling.

All-wheel pick-up on both

locomotive and tender ensure

smooth, snatch-free running, and the

die-cast chassis provides plenty of

adhesion for longer trains.

In stock from Bachmann Branchline

are some lovely-looking OO scale

models of the 3200 ‘Earl’Class

4-4-0s that were more commonly

nicknamed‘Dukedogs’because of the

hybrid nature of their construction.

The locomotives used former ‘Duke’

Class boilersmounted on former

‘Bulldog’Class outside frames to

comply with theweight restrictions

on the ex-Cambrian Railway routes,

and despite their old-fashioned

looks, were actually constructed in

the 1930s.

The story becomes evenmore

convoluted, because eventually all the

‘Earl’nameswere removed and given

to‘Castle’Class locomotives, and

then to confuse the story evenmore,

a 1946 renumbering changed the

numbers of all surviving ‘Dukedogs’

into the 94XX series.

Variety
Thetwovariationsof themodels shown

areofNo.3206EarlofPlymouth inGWR

greenwith‘buttonhole’tendercrest, and

theunnamedNo.9108 inplainblackBR

early-crest livery.
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OFF THE SHELF
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CompiledbyBrianJDicksonandHectorMaxwell –TransportTreasuryPublishing,

16HighworthClose,HighWycombe,HP137PJ softback, 112pp,£14.50each incp&p,

ISBN978-1-913251-14-7and ISBN978-1-913251-10-9).

THESE twotitles fromthephotograph

archiveofTransportTreasurywill

bringonthenostalgia for thosesteam

enthusiastswho in the1950sand

1960s lived in,or travelled to, the far

northor thedeepsouthof thecountry,

writesGeoffCourtney.

TheeastScotlandpublicationdraws

fromthephotographsofWilliam‘Bill’

Smith,whowasborn in1926, started

workwithBRatGlasgowin themid-

1950s, andphotographedmostof

thesystemnorthof theborderuntil

retirement in1982, followingwhichhe

wasmuch involvedwithorganising

railtours.

CompiledbyBrianDickson, the

bookcovers thearea fromForres and

Elgin inMoray toAberdeen, Forfar,

Perth,Dundee, Fife, Edinburghand

theborders. It’s all there inblack

andwhite, fromclassesof locos that

southern trainspottersnever‘copped’

tomore familiar faces, suchas Jubilees,

A1s,A2s,A3s,A4s, B1s, Standardsand

‘BlackFives.’

EdinburghWaverleyandAberdeen

play theirpartwithPacifics andmain

lineexpresses,butat theotherend

of thespectrumthere’s1890-builtY9

class0-4-0STNo.68108, completewith

woodencoal tender, on theDundee

HarbourTrust systemin January

1955, and61-year-oldClass2F

0-6-0No.57396 in July1956withan

afternoonCrieff-Stirlinggoods trainat

Muthill indeepestPerthshire.

On thesubjectofPacifics,my

favourite imageof themanyonoffer is

ofA3No.60101Cicero–aHaymarket

(64B) locomotive formostof its

life–workinghard in thesnownear

Polmont stationwithan11-coach

Glasgow-Edinburgh train inFebruary

1955.Bill Smithmusthavebeen frozen

standing in the fieldwaiting for the

precisemoment to take thepanoramic

image,but65years lateronecanonly

appreciate suchpatienceandskill.

If classvariety iswhatyou’reafter,

theBulleidpublicationmaynotbe for

you. If, however, youareanadmirer

of theman,orhisMerchantNavy

locomotives, then itmost certainly

is, for itspagesaredevotedsolely

to theclass,withblackandwhite

photographsof all 30,manypreviously

unpublished.

Somepuristsmay roll their eyesat

thedescription‘rebuilt’in the title, due

to theirbelief theword is amisnomer

forwhat they regardwas inessence

solely the removalof theair-smoothed

casing.Othermechanical changes

were indeedalso involved, andsome

observersbelieve thechanges resulted

in themosthandsomePacificson

thenationalnetwork, andasa1950s’

trainspotterwho‘copped’theentire

class, Iwouldagree.

Thebook’s compiler,Hector

Maxwell,whouses theword‘revised’

for themodifications,writes inhis

introduction:“Tometheclasswas

everythingasteamengineshouldbe:

big,powerful,majesticespeciallywhen

clean, and reveredbyme.”

All variantsof theclassare in

thebook– theearlydaysof the

idiosyncraticnumbering, suchas

No.21C2UnionCastle leaving

Salisbury, theBRdayswith the35001-

30numbering, andboth thepreand

post-modificationeras.Andspeaking

of theearlydaysandSalisbury,

Maxwell states inonecaption that

extra fitterswereneededthereand

atExmouth Junctionsheddue to

membersof theclass requiring4½

hoursonamaintenance job thatona

KingArthurwould takeonehour.

OliverBulleidmayhavebeen

agenius, he says,butwasaman

whoperhaps“failed toappreciate

thepracticalitiesof livingwithhis

creation”,which led tomembersof

theclass receivingmodificationsand

amendments throughoutmostof

their lives. Itwas left toBR,hewrites,

underRonJarvis to“right the ills”,

adding:“The resultwas tomea thing

ofbeauty.”

STEAMNORTHANDSOUTH

The Steam Railway East Scotland
and The Bulleid Merchant Navy
Class Original and Rebuilt

It’sStill aLotofFun!
60YearsofRailway
Preservation:Ravenglasss
&EskdaleRailway
PreservationSociety
2000-2020

Softback,Ravengalss&Eskdale

RailwayPreservationSociety,https://

rerps.co.uk/sales/240pp,

£15 includingp&pwithinUK.

IT is 20years since the societypublished

abook title It’s BeenaLotof Fun to

mark its 40thanniversary.Here is an

updatecovering the first twodecades

of La’al Ratty in the21st century, the

mostdramatichighpointbeing the

importationof the1929-built Krauss

Pacific‘Train fromSpain’and its 2018

entry into traffic asWhillanBeck,

openinganewchapter in the line’s

proudheritageerahistory.

A series

of superbly-

illustrated

chapters

compiledby

a five-strong

editorial team

brings to life

thepeople

whohave

workedon this

perennially

popular Lakeland landmarkduring this

periodalongwitheveryaspectof its

day-to-day life inmodern times.

Thebook, as reported inNews,pages

10and11, is shortlisted for theHeritage

RailwayAssociation’s 2020Award for

ExternalCommunications.

MUSTFORLAKELANDSTEAM

LOVERS

An IllustratedHistorical
Guideto theWelsh
HighlandRailway–Part
Two–RhydDduto
Porthmadog

ByJohnKeylock–softcover,Welsh

HighlandHeritageGroup,

www.welshhighlandheritage.co.uk

25,ThePound,Syresham,Brackley,

NorthantsNN135HG,32pp,£7,

ISBN978-0-9930821-5-3

FIRSTpublished in2008andoriginally

compiledbythe lateJohnKeylock,Part II

of theHistoricalGuide to theWelsh

HighlandRailway isnowback inprint in

anupdatedversion.

TheA4sizedpublicationhasbeen

outof stock for some time.However, in

reprintingPartTwo, theWelshHighland

HeritageGroup (WHHG)has taken

theopportunity to revise andupdate

theoriginal text, and the front and

back covershavebeen refreshedwith

colourised

photographs.

Between the

twovolumes,

PartsOne

andTwo, the

Historical

Guides

describe the

oldWHRroute

fromahistorical

perspective for today’spassenger. Both

booksare invaluable companions to the

enthusiast, historianor traveller alike.

They includeaneasy-to-follow,double-

pagemap,drawnbyLewis Esposito,

covering the routedescribed ineach

book–PartOnecovering the route from

Caernarfon toRhydDdu.

Thebooksarewell illustratedwitha

hostofhistoricphotographsandwith

that inmind, theymayalsoprovide

inspiration formodellers.

Awealthof surviving features fromthe

line’spast arehighlighted– including

thosewhichmaygoeasilyunnoticed

to theuntrainedeye.As such, it’s the

typeofpublicationonemaywish to

go throughprior tobookingone’snext

tripon theWHR–hopefully in theyear

ahead!

Among thehelpful features is a

glossaryofWelshwordswith their

Englishequivalents.

PartOne is alsoavailable for £7

includingp&p, therebyoffering for a

mere£14anend-to-endhistorical guide

to theWHR.

Inaddition tobeing solddirectly

by theWHHG, thebook is available

fromthe shopsof theFfestiniog&

WelshHighlandRailwayand theWelsh

HighlandHeritageRailway.

VALUABLE INSIGHT INTOTHEPAST

IslandLines–
The IsleofWight

DVDtwinset – Railfilms,

www.telerail.co.uk TeleRail,The

RoyalScotSuite,CarnforthStation

HeritageCentre,WartonRoad,

Carnforth,LA59TR,01524735774,

67minutes,£25plus£2UKp&p.

A timely release indeedaheadof2021’s

50thanniversaryof the IsleofWight

SteamRailway; this splendid two-disc

setofferingan insight intoa‘network

withinanetwork’extending to55miles.

In somany

ways, the

lineswhich

criss-crossed

the IsleofWight

mightwell be

considered

as‘heritage

railwaysby

thebackdoor,’

largely relying

EDITOR’S CHOICE
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LondonTransportSocks
inaBox
Socks–LondonTransport

Museumstore,CoventGarden,

www.ltmuseumshop.co.uk/

boxof fivesocks£40)

LONDONTransportMuseumhas

launched twoneweditionsof its sell-

out‘MoquetteSocks-in-a-Box’sets.

The setsof five soft and stylish socks

‘feet-ure’a total of 10 classic transport

textile inspiredpatterns fromthe last

centuryandare theperfectway to

step into theNewYear in style.

Themoquettepatterns featured in

the twonewsets are fan-favourites

voted forby thepublic in a social

mediapoll runbyLondonTransport

Museumearlier in2020.

The first set includes fivevintage

designs fromheritagevehicles

and includes thevibrantdiamond

moquette fromMetropolitan lineA

stock trains in the1990s; thebright

redandgreenmoquette seenon

1938 stock trains in the1960s; the

tartan tonesofRTbus seats in the

1940s; theboldblacks, browns,

yellowsandorangesofMishaBlack’s

distinctive1970sDstockmoquette,

and the famous redRoutemaster

moquettedating fromthe1950s.

The secondsetoffers a selection

ofmodernmoquettedesigns

recognisableon theTransport for

Londonnetwork todayand includes

theS stockmoquette fromthe

Circle,District,Hammersmith&City

andMetropolitan lines; theLondon

landmarksof theBakerlooBarmen

pattern; the tessellatingorangesof

theOvergroundandbrightbluesof

Victoria line seating, aswell as the

modern takeonamuch-lovedclassic,

thenewRoutemastermoquette.

Moquettewas first applied

topublic transport seating in

London in the1920s.At that time,

thepatternswereproducedby

themanufacturers. Since the

creationof LondonTransport in

the1930s, designershavebeen

specially commissioned tocreate

stylish, contemporarypatterns for

theUnderground,buses, trams,

trolleybuses, andmore recently,

London’s cable carover theThames.

The sets are available in twosizes:

4-7and6-11.

SOCKTHEMTOME

onsecond-hand rolling stock fromthe

mainland,whichwas sent there tograze

afterbeing renderedall butobsolete.

Theprocess continuedonWight after

the steamage,with redundantLondon

Undergroundstock sent towork the

newly-electrifiedRydePier toShanklin

line (itemsofwhicharenowbeing

sourced forpreservationpurposes as

their time for replacementarrives).

The first of thediscs sees splendid

footageof today’s linespresented

byPaulAtterburyofBBCAntiques

Roadshowfame, amanwhoknewthe

island fromchildhood. It ismadewith

theco-operationof the IsleofWight

SteamRailway.

DiscTwo isbasedaround the fictitious

travels of anenthusiastwhovisits

the island in late1966, as thecurtain

wasabout to fall onBRsteamthere. It

comprises archive footageof those last

days and thechanges thatwere taking

place, andalso looksat thepaddle

steamerswhichbroughtpassengers

fromPortsmouth to thePierHead for

onward travelby train.

Thevintage footage in thedisc

containsmany rareviewsandhasnot

been releasedpreviously.

RAREWIGHTDELIGHTMUSTSEE

TheSittingbourne&
KemsleyLightRailway

ByJonathanJamesandPaulBest–

Softback,Mainline&MaritimeLtd,

https://mainline-maritime.

myshopify.com/collections/railways

64pp,£12.95, ISBN:978-1-90034-

071-7).

IAINMcCall, the

manbehind

Mainline&

MaritimeLtd

(M&M), should

beapplauded

forhis efforts

inhelping

heritage lines

through the

Covid-19crisis.

Since the first lockdownbegan in

March,M&Mhaspublishedanumberof

booksaboutpreserved lines, donating

apercentage fromevery sale to the

railway inquestion.

Thispictorial volume is anotherof

those fundraisers, dedicated to this

delightful Kent line.There is something

very special about this surviving

remnantofBowater’s 2ft 6ingauge

system, fromthe flat and industrial

landscape throughwhich it runs to its

fleetofballoon-stacked0-4-2STsand

0-6-2STs,which is sounlikeanyof its

more‘polished’counterparts inNorth

Wales.Thisbook really captures that

essence.

It openswitha short scene-setting

introduction followedbyabrief history

of the line’s origins andof thepapermills

it served.This is it for textof anyquantity,

and it is left to thephotographs to tell

the restof the story.

Thesearenearly all in colour and taken

on thepreserved line, showingall the

facetsof theoperation.

Theentire locomotive fleet is featured,

either in steamandworking trainsor

quietly slumberingonsidingsawaiting

restoration/overhaul, and includes the

line’s threediesel locomotives and two

standard-gaugeexhibits.

There is even spacegivenover to

‘absent friends’– theex-Bowater’s

locomotiveswhichnowreside

elsewhere.

Thebook looks at someof the

S&KLR’snotable features suchas the

concreteviaduct atMiltonRegis and its

headquarters atKemsleyDown, along

with someof its notablemilestones,

including itshigh-profile fight for

survival from2008.

All imagesare reproduced toagood

sizeand thequality is excellent.

For every copy sold through theM&M

website, £4goes to the railway.

ATTRACTIVERECORDOFAN

IMPORTANT INDUSTRIALSURVIVOR

GreatBritishNamed
Expresses:Astory told
throughPostcards:
Volume1and2

DVD–Railfilms,order fromTelerail,

(addressasper IslandLinesDVD),

45minutes

each,£20plus

£2UKp&p).

PRODUCERNick

Dodsonhas

usedhisprivate

collection

of railway

postcardsas the

startingpoint for

the storiesof the

UK’shigh-profile

named trains

anexpresses,

eachone

highlightedby

rarearchive film

withexplanatory

commentary

running

throughout.

Volume1 looks

at theground-

breakingEastCoastMainLineexpresses

including the‘FlyingScotsman’and its

locomotivenamesakeNo. 4472. Before

that, the filmexplores thedevelopment

of theStirlingSingleand the legendary

‘Races to theNorth,’thedevelopment

of theAtlantics, and theBRerawith the

Class55Deltics.

TheGWR’Cheltenhamflyer and the

GERboat trains areamongmanyof the

named trains featurehere.

Volume2covers theLMS‘Coronation

Scot’and‘Royal Scot’, the‘AtlanticCoast

Express’, the‘BrightonBelle’, theMidland

Pullman, the‘GoldenArrow’, SECRboat

trains andmanymorebesides.

Eachdisc comesat abargainprice for

footageof somany railway‘greats.’

INFORMATIVEAND INSPIRATIONAL
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WORDSEARCH COMPETITION

Chance to win

Here at Heritage Railwaywe’ve got some
superb books whichmust be won...
these top railway titles could be yours.

To enter, simply look through the adverts on the
opposite page (83) and you’ll find the answers to the
questions located underneath the wordsearch grid.
Mark those answers on the grid – they could

be written forwards or backwards, horizontally or
vertically.

Once completed please send the answer form
(photocopies are accepted) to Heritage Railway,
Wordsearch Competition, Mortons Media Group Ltd,
PO Box 99, Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JZ.

Closing date is January 22.

For full terms and conditions
visit heritagerailway.co.uk

The winners will be chosen at random and contacted.

1st PRIZE – SteamTwilight

– The North British Railway: A History

– Yorkshire’s Days of Steam

2nd PRIZE – The Stanier Pacifics

–Winston Churchill and the Bulleid Pacifics

3rd PRIZE  Exploring the Lake District

Name:

Address:

Postcode:

Tel:

Email:

■ There are no cash alternatives available. The winner(s) will be
drawn at random. Terms and conditions apply.
To view the privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of Heritage Railway
please visit www.mortonsmediagroup.com/privacy.
DATA: Protection of your personal data is important to Mortons.
Your data will be stored securely and only be used for the purpose
of processing the competition and notifying the winners.
Data will then be destroyed.

a great read

1. Whose postcode ends 8LQ?

2. In Stoke-on-Trent find the hobby?

3. Who is at the forefront of government
incentives?

4. What colour skirt is a lady wearing on
the Underground?

5. Make savings with?

6. Call 01533 661500 to order 2021?

7. John Ryan’s A4 book contains 340?

8. Who has books in the New Forest?

9. Who is visiting Vietnam?

10. Who once served this?

11. Who is in Holt Heath?

12. What are for sale and EC compliant?

13. AC Models shut on Sundays and when?

14. When is the next auction?

15. What have Graffeg lost?

16. Who will be the 1000th?

R A S V R N G L B F L S B X L

T E K R I S I R I U E H V V D

WK N L E N N M E I X P E T R

B E B I E L H G L E A A P R E

N O D S L O I P N K N R T B P

G Z I N Z T P O N Z H G S P T

B H C X E U H Y B P B O I R A

R R M D S S O G T G G T G K K

O A K C C E D G I K L O N L T

C B C Q S X T A X E I H E K Q

H D J A X O K J Y K R P H E A

U Y R A U R B E F S V F M R L

R C L R U D I G I T R A I N S

E C S G I A R C D D E R E K S

S I H J I C B C I A D S A E Z



Heritagerailway.co.uk 83

WORDSEARCHCOMPETITION



Long-serving station:Brampton Junction in June1965, threedecadesafter

Aubrey Johnsonhadworked there. The stationwas the junction for a short

branch line toBramptonTownthat closed inOctober1923, andalsoa colliery

railway that closed inMarch1953. The ‘junction’ namewasdroppedbyBR in

March1971, and the station is still open today, 184years after itwelcomed its

first trains.NEVILLE STEAD/THE TRANSPORT LIBRARY

Railways in the blood in
the early 20th century
ASANorthYorkshirehistorian, Iwas

fascinated to read thearticlebyGeoff

Courtney in issue273aboutFrancis

Johnson, the stationmaster at Scruton

stationwhosegrave is inmy local

cemeteryatHovingham.

I couldn’t resist carryingout

some researchofmyown, and this

has revealedanumberof railway

connectionswithhis family.

Francis,whowasborn in1861,

joined theNorthEasternRailwayat the

ageof19asaporteron theMalton to

Driffield lineatNorthGrimston,where

he then lived.

He subsequently tookupa similar

positionatHovinghambefore

becoming, in around1900, a ticket

collector atThirskwhile livingwithhis

wifeMary ina terraced railwaycottage

at Sowerby, andafter thatbecame

stationmaster at Spennithorne, near

Leyburn. Following thishe transferred

toScruton in1908,wherehedied in

April 1916.

His eldest son,Aubrey,whowas

born in1890,wasa railwayclerkprior

to servingwith theNorthumberland

Fusiliers in theFirstWorldWarand

resumedhis rail career after thewar.

From1921 to1926heandhiswife

Edithwere livingat stationhouse,

Pontefract, and in1930 theywereat

Brampton Junction, nearCarlisle. Edith

died in in1936, and in1939–bywhich

timehehad remarried–Aubreywas

stationmaster at SouthGosforth in

Newcastle.Hedied in1954.

The secondsonof Francis andMary

wasPercy,whowasborn in1894and

theonlyoneof thecouple’s three

siblingsnot towork for theNorth

EasternRailwayor theLNER.

Hewas, however, also involvedwith

the transport industry throughout

his life. Percy startedworkas an

apprenticeat a cyclingbusiness at the

ageof 17andsubsequently joined

MessrsWardman&Sons inHarrogate,

whichaccording to thenewspapersof

1912was theonlyofficial Rolls-Royce

dealer inYorkshire.Hedied in1976,

andhiswife Sally in2003at theage

of 99.

Francis andMary’sdaughter Elsie,

whowasborn in1899,was livingwith

hermotherMaryandbrotherAubrey

at SouthGosforth stationhouse in

1939,workingasa railwayclerk. She

married in1962anddied inNorfolk

in1980.

Thehistoriesof Francis, oneofhis

sons, andhisdaughter, illustratehow

in the late-Victorianandearly 20th

centuryera, railwayswere sooften in

thebloodof families.

AngelaHarrison,Hovingham,

NorthYorkshire

TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

Hit thebuffers, then
get adouble chimney!
THANKS for another great issue,

particularly welcome during this

lockdown.

Might I just correct a couple of

points regarding the A3 hitting the

buffers correspondence?

The engine was actually named

Colombo (long before the man

in the grubby mac appeared) and

the date of the event was Bank

Holiday Monday, August 4, 1958.

You may recall the Bank Holiday in

those days was at the beginning of

August rather than the end.

No. 60036 was taken to Doncaster

Works for a general repair which

lasted from August 29 to November

14, 1958, during which time it

acquired a double chimney

Eric Oates, Stafford

Theyall need toburn coal
HAS nobody noticed the irony of

theWelsh Government’s refusal

to allow coal mining due to its

so-called ‘climate emergency’

rhetoric? The same government is

supporting Snowdonia 360 and the

many steam narrow gauge railways

inWales, the extension of the Bala

Lake Railway into Bala, and the

congratulations given due to the

Corwen extension of the Llangollen

Railway.

Simon James,

Wymondham, Norfolk

I AMmodellingmy local heritage line,

theGwili Railway,where I volunteer

and I amafter some information

with help of a researchproject about

our line.What I am looking for is

information of number, type and class

of locomotiveswhich ran on the line

from1923 to the endof operation

on the route fromCarmarthen to

Aberystwyth, and alsowhat type

of duty itwas on –goods,milk,

passengers etc. I amusingwhat

images andbooks I have to helpwith

this project.

I ammodellingpart of the line as it

is now. I have gotmost of the stock

which runs on it today, plus someof

the locoswhich have visited over the

years.What Iwould like to dohowever,

is recreate the dayswhen itwas not

a heritage railway to help explain the

story of the railway to people, trying to

keep it simplewith theperiods.

I amnotgoing to try andmodel every

locomotiveor train that ran inpre-

heritagedays, just theoddoneor two.

I know it’s abig task for looking into

this research, but it doeshelp takeyour

mindoff lockdown. I am in touchwith

clubsandsocietieswhichmightbeable

tohelp, but alsoplaceswherearchive

information is kept andseeingwhat can

be found.

If anyonecanhelp, pleaseget in touch

byemail at gwili9147@gmail.comorby

post atMikeMSarsfield, 28NorthRoad,

Loughor, Swansea, SA46QE.

MikeSarsfield, email

Help on Gwili Railway’s
past sought for model

I ENJOYED your article‘FromTiny

Acorns’in issue 273, especially the bit

about the slatewagons being left at

Abergynolwyn for the tourists to use

to return toTywyn‘by gravity’in the

early 1930s. I recallmygrandfather

tellingmeheused todo this, although

he lived in Rhydyronen, so not far to go

toTywyn.

Therefore, I couldnot seeanything

wrong in takinga truckoutofQuarry

SideHalt (betweenAbergynolwyn

andDolgoch), putourbike in it, give

it agoodpushand jumpon, through

Dolgoch station towardsBrynglas.

Probably thedifferencewas thatwe

didn’t return the truck toTywyn.

The local policeman– therewasone

ineachvillage in thosedays–knew

prettywellwhowas responsible, andso

I andmy twomatesgotbanned from

the railway for life, andwewereonly just

teenagers.

Itwasdifficultas I livedinAbergynolwyn,

between thevillageand the station.

Iwaspardoned50years later. I sent

the railwayacheque towards thenew

boiler and renovationofNo. 2Dolgoch,

but couldonly cash it if they liftedmy

ban.

Since itwasagreed thatnoneof the

officials responsible formybanishment

were involvedwith the railwayany

more, and therewasno recordofmy

wrongdoing– thebanwas liftedandmy

chequecashed.

Keepup thegoodwork.

BerwynEvans, email

Banned from Talyllyn
Railway for half a century

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine

PLATFORM
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Thenandnow:No.1Talyllyn in 1895andagain in2015,withdescendantsof the

photographerwho took the first picture.DAVIDMITCHELL

A Talyllyn
family affair
spanning
over a
century
YOURpieceon theTalyllynRailway in

issue273wasanexcellent summaryof

thehistoryof the line.

Thecaption to thepictureonpage

65ofTalyllynatNantGwernoldoes

not fully explain thephotograph. It

was takenbyMrWHMcConnell about

1895andshowshiswife and three

childrenby the train.

His father,WilliamMcConnell,

wasoneof the foundersof the

TalyllynRailwayand thequarry and

subsequently the soleowner.

WH, as theeffectiveowner, had

takenhis family for a ridealong the

mineral line. In2015, aspartof the

150thanniversaryof theTalyllyn

Railway,membersof theMcConnell

familywere invited to the railwayand

the1895picturewas recreatedwith

the sameengineandcarriage.

Whatwas interestingwas the fact

that theperson third fromthe left in

the2015picture, RogerMcConnell, is

the sonofWHMcConnell, the1895

photographer, and thechildren in that

picturewerehishalf siblings: quite an

amazing linkwitha image taken120

years earlier.

Roger said itwas strangehaving

brothers andsisters in their fifties

INOUR

feature in

issue272

on thenew

Mortons

Books

publication

TheCraft of

theFireman,

thebook’s

authorTrevorMatthewshas

asked thatweclarify twopoints

regarding that feature.

Firstly, the featurewasnot

directlywrittenbyhimbut

basedentirelyonamanuscript

whichhe submitted for that

purpose, andalso that the

locomotives thathe firedon the

SevernValleyRailway included

WDNo.AD6002-10-0Gordon

(ananecdote is in thebook) and

Bulleid4-6-2No. 34067

TawValley.

whenhewasachild andniecesand

nephewsmucholder thanhewas.

He is a fascinating linkwith the

past as itwashisgrandfatherwho

started theTalyllynRailway, thoughof

coursehenevermethim.WHdied in

November1943aged85, somusthave

beenbornabout1858. Rogerwasborn

inAugust 1929, soWHmusthavebeen

about71at the time.

I doubt anyotherpreserved railway

hashad thegrandsonof the founder at

the150thanniversary.

DavidMitchell, email

Modern Trevithick
locomotive is an asset to
Bridgnorth and the SVR
WRITING fromBridgnorth, itwasgood

to see another sideof the railwaysof

the Shropshiremarket town in the

article about RichardTrevithick in

News, page44, issue274.

Esteemed railwayengineer John

UrpethRastrickworkedalongside

RichardTrevithick tobuildCatch-

me-who-can.Amongst hismany

achievements, Rastrickwasofficial

timer at theRainhillTrials.

Unknown tomanyoutside

Bridgnorth, theTrevithick 200group

achievedoneof thegreatest feats

in thepresentdayheritage railway

movement.

At a timewhen theSevernValley

Railwaywas raising thousandsof

pounds to reopen its line following the

floodsof 2007, the smallTrevithick 200

groupwas attempting to raisemoney

tobuy theboiler of thepresentday

locomotive.

Had the floodsnot occurred, the task

wouldhavebeen somucheasier. Also,

muchof their hardwork andgraftwas

undertaken in theopenair.

The ScienceMuseumstates that the

present locomotive is a‘reconstruction’

andnot a replica as theoriginal

drawings from theHazeldine Foundry

were lostmany years ago.

While acceptingCatch-me-who-

can is not a SevernValley Railway

locomotive, I hope itsmanagement

could see thegreat historic valueof

this reconstruction, take it from the

endof the sidingwhere it has stood

for a long time, put it through their

workshopsunder cover andenable it

to steamupanddown.

I amsure itwould attractmany

visitors to theSVR– if only theyhad the

vision to seewhat anamazingasset it

is to the townof Bridgnorth.

ChrisMagner, email

TheCraft of

theFireman

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 85
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Latest CADdrawingsofnewGresleyP2

Mikado2-8-2No. 2007PrinceofWales.

DAVID ELLIOTT/A1SLT

The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust’s £5million project to build
P2 2-8-2 No. 2007 Prince ofWales in Darlington, may have
been slowed down by the Covid-19 pandemic, but steady
progress is beingmadewhile fundraising continues in
earnest, reportMark Allatt andDavid Elliott.

R
ecent progress on the building of
a P2 for the 21st century has been
steady rather than spectacular.

However, good headway is being made on
several fronts, the most recent high spot
being the recent delivery of the first pair of
coupling rods.
Covid-19 still affects output, particularly

for our suppliers and subcontractors, where
while not suffering from infections in their
establishments, have had staff members
having to isolate for two weeks at a time due
to family or close friends being infected or in
contact with the disease.
Despite the obstacles created by the

pandemic, the project has continued to move
forward over the past three months.
We now have the profiles for the ‘shelf ’

under the back of the cab and our contractor
Ian Matthews has started making some
special tooling to facilitate hot bending of
the 20mm thick plate to form the flanges on
each end which mate with the outer Cartazzi
frame plates.

Platework
Normally, shaping like this is carried out
cold using a brake press forming a series of
small bends, however, the radius required
in this case is equal to the thickness of the
material necessitating the bending to be
undertaken at red heat.
In this condition the metal will be

sufficiently pliable to be bent using form
tools in our 30 ton press. As it is important
that the finished article is a good fit between
the outer frames, doing the work in-house
as opposed to by a plate bending firm will
enable subtle adjustments to be made to
ensure a tight and parallel fit.
When fitted to the frames, the shelf will

complete the frame structure and enable Ian
to start fitting the electrical trunking under
the cab which is relatively complex as the 3D
CAD view shows.
By the time you read this, the pony truck

should have been delivered to Darlington
Locomotive Works.
The manganese steel hornblock liners

are being welded on as this is written,
after which the main pony
truck frame will be

NEW-BUILD FOCUS

BEATING THE

PANDEMIC

The frontofnew
P2No.2007
PrinceofWales
insideDarlington
Locomotive
Works.A1SLT

N
E
W
P
2
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Amachinedpony truck framevertical bearerpadat

NorthViewEngineeringSolutions.A1SLT

Contractor IanMatthews checkingbolts in the cab

floorplate.CAG PHOTOGRAPHY/A1SLT

A3DCADviewof the shelf at the rearof theengine.

ALAN PARKIN/A1SLT

Assemblyof the first boiler takingplaceatDB

Meiningen.A1SLT

Cylinder andcambox sectionview in3DCAD.ALAN

PARKIN/A1SLT

Above:Mirror finishpolished intermediate coupling rod.A1SLT

Right: The leading coupling rod inanadvance stageofmachining.

ROBERT STEPHENSON

remounted on the horizontal borer at North
View Engineering Solutions in Darlington in
order to have the hornblock liners machined
to finished size. This move completes the
fabrication of the three major components of
the pony truck.
In the meantime, Daniela Filova, our

assistant mechanical engineer, is continuing
to refine the FEA (Finite Element Analysis)
stress modelling in collaboration with
Ricardo Rail to produce the necessary
supporting documentation to facilitate
certification of the new pony truck design.

Boilers andcylinderprogress
In June 2019, a £1 million order was placed
with DB Meiningen (Steam Locomotive
Works, Meiningen, a workshop of the
Deutsche Bahn, the German Federal
Railway) for two new Diagram 118 boilers,
one for No. 2007 and a ‘spare’ boiler for use
on both it and No. 60163 Tornado. This order
will enable the A1 Trust to rotate the three
identical boilers over its two locomotives,
with two operational boilers and one ‘spare’
undergoing overhaul at any one time.
A progress visit to DB Meiningen was

made on October 29, fortuitously just before
England went into its second national
lockdown again and Germany was added
to the list of countries where 14 days’
quarantine was required on return.
The first of the two new boilers (the spare

for Prince of Wales and Tornado) has started
to look like a boiler.
The boiler for No. 2007 is scheduled for

delivery in December 2021 in readiness for it
to be fitted in mid-2022.
Contemporaneously, Ed Laxton, our

apprentice machinist, has almost completed
machining the components for the regulator
stuffing boxes and cross shafts, one set of
which will be required to be sent to Germany
in the not too distant future to enable
completion of the regulator assembly and
pressure testing of the first boiler.
Following welding on the cranks on

the cross shafts, they have been sent to
Locomotive Maintenance Services at
Loughborough to have bronze built up on
the parts of each shaft where the packing
materials in the stuffing boxes bear. This
move is aimed at reducing corrosion in this
area and provides a bronze sleeve, which
when worn can be machined off and renewed
without scrapping the cross shaft.
As reported in issue 272, the two

intermediate coupling rods were delivered
by Stephenson Engineering of Atherton,
Manchester on September 21 and are an
excellent job requiring significantly less
fettling than the rods on Tornado.
Assisted by volunteers, Ian Matthews

is steadily making progress with this
meticulous and lengthy task.
Meanwhile, Stephenson Engineering is

nearing completion of machining the leading
coupling rods and has completed forging the
trailing coupling rods.
Locomotive Maintenance Services has

been contracted to make the four white
metal lined bronze bearing bushes for the
intermediate rods. These have been designed
to be the same late BR type fitted to Tornado
and for the intermediate rods are identical
to those fitted to Tornado. The only bearing
bushes which differ from the Tornado
design are the those for the leading crank

pins where the closeness of the slidebars
and crossheads demand slightly narrower
crankpin bearings.
Our contractor Alan Parkin has now

produced several manufacturing drawings
for around 140 individual components which
are required to fabricate the cylinder block.
At the same time, David Elliott is building

up the 1:8 scale 3D printed model to
determine the best construction sequence to
ensure that all seams can be fully welded.
The intention was to issue a ‘request for

expressions of interest’ to several fabricators,
with an end of January target for an almost
full set of manufacturing drawings to enable
shortlisted companies to quote for the
whole job.

Smoke lifting solution
Discussions are at an advanced stage with a
specialist company in CFD (Computational
Fluid Dynamics) to model the steam flow
through the cylinder block to ensure that
we do not have avoidable pressure reducing
features to enable us to optimize the detail of
the design. There is little scope for significant
redesign of the block as the steam and exhaust
passages are already as large as practical
within the tight limits of the envelope of the
block. However, some gains may be possible
through increasing radii on the inner corner of
bends etc.
It is expected that this work will lead on to

a more extensive model to analyse steam flow
from the regulator to the blast pipe, which will

“To date, more than £2.5 million has
been spent...”
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ROB MORLAND has continued to work on the electrical
system design in his home workshop near Cambridge.
Over the past fewmonths, work has focused on bringing
the draft system documentation up to date, designing a
start-up circuit for the turbogens and working with the
optical team to optimise the new headlamp design.
With the system design largely complete the Electrical

System Specification has been updated to reflect all the
new design elements.
A start has been made on writing the section on

standards compliance, which involves a clause-by-clause
assessment of relevant standards. Many standards have
been replaced since we designed the electrical system for
the A1, so this represents a lot of new work.
We are also using the electrical system to pilot the

A1 Trust’s updated approach to risk assessment. This
approach is based on the new railway Common Safety
Method for Risk Evaluation and Assessment (CSM-RA).
A first draft Hazard Log has been produced, describing

potential safety hazards associated with the electrical
system and lists causes, consequences and safety
measures for each hazard. A Risk Ranking is then
allocated to each one and, where appropriate, additional
mitigations are put in place. The updated draft documents
are currently under review by Graham Nicholas, the trust’s
professional head of engineering.
Starting the turbogen on the A1 involves a manual

process of warming through the turbine to expel water
before running it up off-line and connecting the power
supplies once it is operating at full speed. DB Meiningen

offers a control box which contains a circuit that uses the
alternator tachometer output to determine when the
turbine is up to speed before automatically connecting
it to the batteries using relays. However, this system is
designed for direct battery connection. The A1 system
connects the turbogen via DC-DC converters, which is
incompatible with the Meiningen circuit, so we have not
used it on our locomotive.
As we are moving to a two turbogen solution for

No. 2007 we are taking the opportunity to design our own
start-up circuit, so the crew do not need to manually start
and bring online each turbogen.
A prototype tachometer circuit has been designed and

bench tested, and will be used to drive a relay which
will connect the turbogen to the loads once it is running
above a pre-determined speed. The next step will be to
test it on Tornadowhen it is next in steam to confirm the
optimum speed for switching. The circuits will then be
incorporated into the Turbogen Control Box system, which
has already been designed.
Work on the new combined head/tail/marker lamp

luminaire continues. We have received the first driver
PCBs back from Stevenage Circuits and Alan Green has
built and tested an initial batch for use in finalising the
design. Roger Millington, Alan Green and Rob Morland
are now working together to ensure that the lamp
performance when displaying each of the three aspects
is optimised.
For the rear of the tender we are planning to use two

original Stones marker lamp housings to display the

marker and tail aspects, as on Tornado. Provision will be
made for fitting and connecting the new P2 headlamps
to display the head aspect when running tender-first on
the main line.
Alan Green has updated the A1 marker/tail driver

circuit design to include modern driver components
(the original design is now 12 years old!). This circuit
will be compatible with the A1 lamps, so we will have
replacement PCBs for those when they reach the end of
their useful life.
We were delighted during the building of Tornadowhen

supporters came forward and offered us original Stones
housings that allowed us to fully fit the engine. We now
have a requirement for a further two housings for the P2.
We would be pleased to receive any offers of housings
that will allow us to meet this requirement. They need to
be the same design as on Tornado and ideally have a clear
lens. Please get in touch if you have one that you would
like to see fitted to No. 2007.
Work on the electrical conduit system for the tender

is currently paused, awaiting the next phase of work
on the East Coast Digital Project, which we expect to
include installation of the European Train Control System
on Tornado.
We are taking the opportunity to incorporate several

of the P2 electrical system design improvements into the
design for Tornado, especially around the arrangements
that permit cab removal. Once this is agreed, we will
import the A1 design back into the P2 and complete the
conduit work.

Theelectrical system

Above: The

brake shafts

andbushes

onNovember

20.DANIELA

FILOVA/AISLT

Right: Tender

hornblocks

with

manganese

steel liners.

A1SLT

Steadyprogresswith the tender frames continuesat IanHowitt’sworkshopatCrofton. The initialmachining

of thehornblockshavingbeencompleted, theyhavebeendispatched toNorthViewEngineeringSolutions

forweldingonmanganese steel liners, andarenowbackatCrofton for finalmachining.Manydetails for the

brake linkageandhandbrakemechanismhavebeenmade, including thebrake cross stayandbrake cross

shaft.NIGEL FACER/A1SLT

assist in fine tuning the profiles of the cams
and the diameter of the blast pipe tops.
A further use of CFD will be to look at smoke

lifting. The original P2 No. 2001 Cock o’ the
North did not have smoke-lifting issues even at
low power, but the second locomotive No. 2002
Earl Marischal as first built withWalschearts
valve gear and the same smokebox and smoke
lifting plates as No. 2001, immediately suffered
from drifting smoke affecting the driver’s view,
resulting in early fitment of large and rather
ugly smoke deflectors. The main difference is
that piston valves open and close the exhaust
valves gradually, with very little cross section
for gas flow at the start and end of each event
resulting in the exhaust appearing to ‘leak’
from the chimney, encouraging it to stick to
the boiler top, which with the cross winds and

the Coanda effect draws the exhaust down on
the leeward side of the boiler.
By contrast, poppet valves open and close

to the full area, quickly resulting in sharper-
edged exhaust beats. While not a problem on
No. 2001, with all the computer modelling to
optimize efficiency and power, there is a risk
that the ‘squareness’ of No. 2007’s exhaust
beats may end up less sharp. If a smoke lifting
problem is identified, it is anticipated that with
80 plus years of aerodynamic development
since No. 2002 appeared, some relatively
unobtrusive aerodynamic fences or strakes
could be applied to solve the problem.
A short-term shortage of Solidworks drafting

capability has been identified and steps are in
hand to recruit additional resources to cover
this to expedite production of the detailed

drawings for the valve gear. Low risk items
such as reversing gear, return crank gear boxes
and cardan shafts, and casting and machining
valve covers can then be put into manufacture.
In parallel, it is intended to prototype a cam/

follower/tappet/valve assembly and subject it
to some fatigue testing before committing to a
full set.

Brakes,drain cocksandpiping
We continue to accumulate brake rigging for
the engine, with the two trailing brake hangers
and brake stay trial fitted to the frames. The
two brake cross shafts have been delivered and
Ed is in the process of machining their bronze
bearing bushes which will enable them to be
fitted to the frames.
The six leading brake hangers are a



You can sponsor components of No. 2007 Prince of
Wales from as little as £30 up to £15,000!
The Dedicated Donations scheme has already raised
over £400,000 and components are frequently being
released for sponsorship.
Components sponsored through the scheme range

from one of more than 1000 driven bolts & nuts
for £30, to the complete exhaust steam injector for
£15,000.
Another batch of components that would make

an ideal for a Christmas birthday or
anniversary present:
■ cylinder cover pattern – £1800;
■ piston crosshead cotter left hand £300;
■ inlet valve forward cammiddle - £1800;
■ inlet valve cam follower rear left hand – £850;
■ inlet valve tappet forward middle – £150;
■ exhaust valve tappet forward middle – £150;
■middle piston crosshead oilbox 1 – £1080;
■ left-hand cylinder front cylinder drain cock casting
– £225;
■middle cylinder front cylinder drain cock copper
outlet pipe inc bronze pipe union fitting (nut & cone)
– £210;
■ various sets of 2 x 1in BSW driven bolts and nuts –
cylinder block to left-hand frame – £50.
If you would like to sponsor a component on

No. 2007 Prince Of Wales, or you know of a business
owner or company who may be interested in
sponsoring an item, visit www.p2steam.com
Alternatively, email dedicated.donations@p2steam.

com or telephone 01325 460163.

Howyoucanhelpbuild theP2

The future support coach for thenewP2:BRMk.1

BSKNo. E35457 is seenatQuorn&Woodhouseon

theGreatCentral Railway inNovember.A1SLT

complicated shape necessitated by the coupled
wheels on the P2 being very close together,
leaving no room for conventional brake
hangers. Following discussions it was decided
to start with profiles from thick plate to
achieve the rough shape, followed by a lot of
machining to achieve the finished product.
An order was placed some time ago. However,

the contractor having procured profiles
and started the machining had a change in
circumstances which prevented him finishing
them. The part-finished profiles have been
donated to the project, and Triple T Engineering
at Newton Aycliffe is presently in the process of
CNCmachining them to their finished state.
Considerable progress has been made

(mainly by Ian) in installing Alan’s cylinder
drain cock design onto the frames. The
design is closely based on that on Tornado to
eliminate the use of Bowden cables as used on
the original P2s.
Orders are being placed for the first of what

will be in excess of 1300ft of copper pipe
for air, steam and water. The detailed list is
being finalised for the estimated 120 Pegler
‘Yorkshire’ GHD fittings which are used with
metric pipework.
Material quotes are being sought for in

excess of 300 LNER style cone joints used on
steam, water and lubrication pipework. Then
we just have to make the LNER fittings, form
all the individual pipes and then fit them all to
the locomotive.

Fundraisingprogress
A P2 for the price of a pint of beer a week:
around 930 supporters have signed up as
covenantors for No. 2007, from as little as
£2.50 per week, and are now donating more
than £205,000 annually, including Gift Aid. If

you haven’t yet signed up as a covenantor, we
would encourage you to get on-board.
The Boiler Club has reached 206 members,

leaving just 94 spaces available – passing the
two-thirds milestone. As substantial progress
is now being made on our boilers, we would
urge those who haven’t yet contributed
towards the purchase of the one for No. 2007
to join us. This is the single most expensive
component on the locomotive and the
boiler for No. 2007 is due to be delivered to
Darlington Locomotive Works in 2021.
The Tender Club is still filling up slowly,

with 88 places taken – over one third of the
initial target. In order to keep on schedule
to complete No. 2007 within three years,
we need to complete the manufacture of the
tender frames.
Our target for The Tender Club is 250

members, contributing £1500.
We launched The Turbogen Club in July

and the fundraising campaign has already
‘generated’ 23 members – over half of the
initial target. Our target for The Turbogen
Club is 40 members, contributing £1000.
Our newest fundraising campaign, The

P2 Support Coach Appeal, was launched in
August to acquire, overhaul and convert BR
Mk.1 BSK No. E34547 into the support coach
for No. 2007. Our target is £100,000 from 100
supporters each donating £1000. We have
already recruited 31 supporters.
The Motion Club – to fund the manufacture

of No. 2007’s motion – has now reached our
initial 175 members target.
The Pony (Truck) Club – to fund the

manufacture and certification of No. 2007’s
pony truck – has attracted substantial
interest and has galloped past its initial 30
members target.

To date, more than £2.5 million has been
spent and more than £3 million raised of the
required £5 million to complete No. 2007
within the next three years.
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GARETH EVANS’ FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles,

Wine and dine.

Sheffield Park,East Sussex TN22 2QL.

Tel: 01825 720800.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 2-5, 8-10,

13-17, 20-24, 27-31.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles,

Shepherdswell, Dover.

Tel: 01304 832042.

Open: TBA.

Open: TBA.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles.

Running:W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Hayling Island, Hants.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Isle ofWight SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.

Tel: 01983 882204.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 26. Jan 1, 24.

Kent& East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,

Wine and dine.

Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.

Running: TBA.

Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles, Wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.

Tel: 01962 733810.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1-3.

Romney, Hythe&
Dymchurch Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½miles.

New Romney, Kent.

Tel: 01797 362353.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.

Netley, Southampton.

Tel: 02380 456246.

Running: TBA.

SpaValley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

TunbridgeWells, Kent.

Tel: 01892 537715.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 28-31. Jan 1-3.

SOUTHWEST
AvonValley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,

Wine and dine.

Bitton, Bristol.

Tel: 0117 932 7296.

Running: Dec 26. Jan 1.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Cranmore, Somerset.

Tel: 01749 880417.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.

Woody Bay, North Devon.

Tel: 01598 763487.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 29-31. Jan 1.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile.

Ringwood, Hants.

Tel: 01425 471415.

Running: Dec 27-31. Jan 1, thenW/Es.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, threemiles.

Harbour Road,

Seaton, Devon.

Tel: 01297 20375.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1-3.

Somerset &Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile,

Midsomer Norton station,

Silver Street BA3 2EY.

Tel: 01761 411221

Open: Suns TBA.

Running: Jan 1.

SwanageRailway
Standard gauge, six miles,

Wine and dine.

Swanage, Dorset.

Tel: 01929 425800.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1, 2.

Swindon&Cricklade Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.

Blunsdon, Wiltshire.

Tel: 01793 771615.

Running: Jan 1, 2.

West Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, 20miles.

Bishops Lydeard,

Somerset TA4 3RU.

Tel: 01643 704996.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 29, 30.

EAST ANGLIA
BressinghamSteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, onemile.

Diss, Norfolk.

Tel: 01379 686900.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

BureValley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ninemiles,

Aylsham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01263 733858.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1-3.

ColneValley Railway
Standard gauge, onemile,

Castle Hedingham, Essex.

Tel: 01787 461174.

Running: Dec 23.

East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Wakes Colne, Essex.

Tel: 01206 242524.

Running: Jan 1.

NeneValley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles.

Wansford, Peterborough,

Cambs.

Tel: 01780 784444.

Running: Dec 23, 24. Jan 9, 16, 30.

NorthNorfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles.

Sheringham,

Norfolk NR26 8RA.

Tel: 01263 820800.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1-17.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼mile.

Reepham, Norfolk.

Tel: 01603 871694.

Open: Daily TBA.

Running: Steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Chinnor&Princes
RisboroughRailway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

Chinnor, Oxon.

Tel: 01844 353535

Running: Dec 23. Jan 1-3.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge.

Didcot, Oxon.

Tel: 01235 817200.

Open: Daily.

Running: Dec 23. Jan 1.

EppingOngar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Ongar, Essex.

Tel: 01277 365200.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-30.

Jan 1, 2, 8-10.

LeightonBuzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾miles,

Leighton Buzzard, Beds.

Tel: 01525 373888.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27, 28.

MIDLANDS
Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,

Staffs.

Tel: 0845 094 1953.

Running: TBA.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.

Shackerstone, Leics.

Tel: 01827 880754.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 30, 31. Jan 1-3.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles.

Norchard,

Lydney, Glos.

Tel: 01594 845840.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27, 28, 30, 31. Jan 1.

EcclesbourneValley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Wirksworth,

Derbyshire.

Tel: 01629 823076.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

EveshamVale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼miles.

A46 north of Evesham,Worcs.

Tel: 01386 422282.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1, then

W/Es.

GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 14miles.

Toddington, Glos.

Tel: 01242 621405.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27-31. Jan 1-3.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.

Loughborough,

Leics LE11 1RW.

Tel: 01509 632323.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Northampton&
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.

Pitsford, Northants.

Tel: 01604 820327.

Running: TBA.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,

Gloucestershire.

Tel: 01594 834991.

Running: Dec 23, 27-31.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles.

Leek, Staffs.

Tel: 01995 672280.

Running: Dec 31.

SevernValley Railway
Standard gauge, 16miles.

Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.

Tel: 01562 757900.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 26-31. Jan 1-3.

UP & RUNNING

Beamish
County Durham.
The Living Museum of the North.
Open: Daily TBA.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: TBA. Tel: 01325 460532.

Kidderminster Railway
Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs.
Open: TBA.
Tel: 01562 825316.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza, London.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 01388 777999.

ManchesterMuseum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 01904 621261.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: TBA.
Tel: 01535 680425.

RailworldWildlife Haven
Peterborough. Open: TBA.
Tel: 01733 344420.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: TBA.
Tel: 01793 466646.

Ulster Folk & Transport
Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: TBA.

RailwayMuseums

■ The details in this list were correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly
advise that you confirmdetailswith the venue concerned. Pre-booking is often
essential. TBA=ToBeAnnounced



Swedish railcarNo. 1212Helga is scheduled, subject toCovid-19 restrictions, to runa seriesof tripsover theNeneValleyRailwayon January9, 16and30.Newfor2021

will be itsnewly-restoredmatching trailer car. Callingat all stations, itwill departWansfordat10.30am,11.50am,1.10pmand2.30pmeachday.ROBIN JONES

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. eritagerailway.co.uk 93

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12miles.

Bury, Lancs.

Tel: 01617 647790.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 26-28. Jan 1. TBA.

Lakeside&Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

near Ulverston, Cumbria.

Tel: 01539 531594.

Running: TBA.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, sevenmiles.

Ravenglass,

Cumbria.

Tel: 01229 717171.

Running: Dec 26-31. Jan 1-3.

NORTH EAST
Embsay&BoltonAbbey
SteamRailway
Standard gauge, fivemiles.

Embsay, North Yorks.

Tel: 01756 710614.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 27.

Keighley&WorthValley
Railway
Standard gauge, fivemiles,

Wine and dine. Keighley, West Yorks

BD22 8NJ.

Tel: 01535 645214.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles.

Huddersfield, West Yorks.

Tel: 01484 865727.

Running: Dec 23, 24. Jan 1-3.

North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles, wine and dine.

Grosmont, North Yorks. Tel: 01751 472508.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.

near Gateshead, Tyne andWear.

Tel: 01913 887545.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

WALES
ConwyValley Railway
Museum
1ft 3in gauge. Betws-y-Coed, Conwy.

Tel: 01690 710568.

Running: W/Es.

RhylMiniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge. Rhyl, North Wales.

Tel: 01352 759109.

Running: Dec 23, 24.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles.

Tywyn, Gwynedd. Tel: 01654 710472.

Open: Daily from Jan 11.

Running: Dec 23, 24, 26-31. Jan 1-3.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.

Henllan, Ceredigion SA44 5TD.

Tel: 01559 371077.

Running: Dec 23.

SCOTLAND
Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles.

Aviemore, Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.

Running: Dec 23, 29-31.

BRStandard4MT2-6-0No. 76084heads theNorthNorfolkRailway’s ‘Norfolk Lights Express’ onDecember3.Apart fromDecember24-26, the illuminated trainsare

due to runeverydayuntil January17– subject toGovernmentCovid-19 restrictionsnotbeing tightened further. LEIGH CAUDWELL/NNR

The details in this list were correct at the timeof going to press.We strongly advise that you
confirmdetails with the venue concerned. Pre-booking is often essential. TBA=ToBeAnnounced



www.railwayretreats.co.uk
Tel: 01797 253850

Email: bookings@railwayretreats.co.uk

MK1 Plum& Custard
• Sleeps 6 • Two double bedrooms • Bunk bedroom • Family bathroom
• En-suite bathroom • Open plan lounge and dining area
• Full kitchen with everything you need
The carriage also offers you the best view of the station, surrounding
countryside and golden sunsets from the elevated glass balcony.

Guns & Roses AmmunitionWagon (Sleeps 2+2)
• Double bedroom • Sofa bed • Shower room/WC • Microwave • Fridge
• Barbecue • Individual garden • Fully insulated • Double glazed and heated
with great views of the station platform.

GWRTOAD BrakeVan (Sleeps 2)
• Fitted kitchen/dining area • Double bedroom • Free Sat TV • En suite shower
room/WC • Fully insulated • Double glazed and heated
The fully glazed kitchen and balcony providing panoramic views of the
station platform and Rother Valley

All our carriages are situated on the beautiful Kent and East Sussex border
within Northiam Steam Railway Station, a working station.
You don’t even need to leave the carriage to get the full railway experience as
the steam trains will pull up at the station just 20ft away!

First-Class
SelfCateringHoliday
Accommodation

94 Heritagerailway.co.uk

STAY A WHILE
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STAY A WHILE

FFESTINIOG/WHR

NORTH YORK MOORS

KENT AND EAST SUSSEX

SHROPSHIRE

WEST SOMERSET

WEST SOMERSET
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EXPRESS GOODS
CLASSIFIED Contact Craig Amess on 01507 529537 • camess@mortons.co.uk

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

BUILDINGS

DVD

BOOKS

AUCTIONS BOOKS

Craig Amess 01507 529537 • camess@mortons.co.uk
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The restoredbenchonPlatform1 is

fixed toa retainingwall.NR

Arailway-themedbench inBurgess

Hill inOctober2014.MALCOLMMALINS

Thedelightful CaledonianRailwayNo. 828 is seenat

theStrathspeyRailwayonDecember6, 2020.While

some readersmaywinceas this imagebreaks the

traditional ‘rule’ ofnothaving the sunbehind the

photographer, it appeals toyourdeputyeditor’s

artistic nature, so it justhad tobeusedon ‘Next Stop’.

Furthermore, in the season tobe jolly, evidenceof a

dustingof snowcan justbe seen in thebottom left-

handcorner. SR

Your lighter takes
If you’vegot aquirkyphoto, tale, poemoranythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorGarethEvansongevans@mortons.co.uk
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‘Caley’ at Christmas?
ByGarethEvans

BY the timesomeof you read thisChristmaswill beuponus–and

if youcatch it at the rightmoment, a charming1899-built Scottish

steam locomotivemaygraceyour television screenonDecember24.

While details remained thin on the ground at the time of

going to press, as is so often the case when it comes to film and

television production, it is understood ‘Caley’0-6-0 No. 828 is to

star in an item on Channel 4 TV on Christmas Eve at 8pm.

Images seen by Heritage Railway show the Strathspey Railway-

based locomotive adorned with the ‘Santa Express’headboard,

in the presence of reindeers and a famous gentleman in a red

suit on November 20.

Another development relating to No. 828 which Heritage

Railway has got wind of concerns a sight and sound not seen

on the locomotive in almost half a century – aWestinghouse

pump – which is now back in action. In 1955, BR converted its

No. 57566 fromWestinghouse air braking to the steam brakes it

now carries.

Long ago through the kindness of the late OS Nock, the

Westinghouse Brake and Signal Company donated an 8x10

Type ‘F’unit to the CR 828 Trust, which owns the McIntosh 812

Class. Progress has recently beenmade on returning the pump

to operation. On the ‘big day’earlier this month, steamwas

supplied to the pump for a test run with the air side discharging

to the atmosphere.

So there we have it – returning an historical feature is no

longer a ‘pipe’dream.We’ll give the puns a break – or should that

be ‘brake’ in this context…?! All good fun.

Sand in
thehole!
REGULAR readersmay recall

how in issue 273wehighlighted

a number ofmystery holes

in the backplate of the boiler

belonging to SRMerchantNavy

PacificNo. 35011General Steam

Navigation,which is currently

undergoing restoration at the

Swindon&Cricklade Railway.

Reader Norman Langridge

writes: “I asked a friend who

drove Bulleid Pacifics prior

to becoming amotorman

in BR days and he said that

it was not a feature that he

had ever come across on any

he had fired or driven, which

wasmostly on theWaterloo

to Exeter route. There would

obviously have to be a tube

connection here, akin to the

fire hole.

Practice
“The throwing on of sand to

clear tubes is confirmed, but

always thrown on top of the

brick arch, not on the fire and

alwayswhen the locomotive

wasworking hard obviously. In

fact, this was occasionally done

in the yard simply by opening

the regulator wide enough to

cause the engine to slipwhen

the sandwas thrown in, not a

practice, perhaps, approved of

by thosewearing bowlers!

“I hope that there will be

more on this mystery in

another issue as both of us

would like the answer. Itmay

well have been an experiment

only carried out on the

Merchant Navy Bulleids.”

The longest bench restored
HOTontheheelsofBlackpool’snew

tram-inspiredbenches inour last

issue, this story fromNetworkRail (NR)

caughtoureye–therestorationof

what isbelievedtobe Britain’s longest

platformseat.

NR, which owns and operatesmost

of the rail network in Great Britain,

has completedwork to protect the

heritage of the Grade II listed bench at

Scarborough station, ensuring it can

be enjoyed by passengers formany

years to come.

The unique bench, reported

to be the longest in theworld, is

456ft (139m) long and is fixed to a

retainingwall at the resort’s station,

which ismanaged by train operator

TransPennine Express (TPE).

The bench is thought to date back

to 1883when the Grade II listed

excursion stationwas constructed

for the NER to accommodate high

numbers of tourists visiting the North

Yorkshire coastal town.

The £14,500 project sawNRworkers

replace all of the nuts and bolts which

keep the bench together, as well as

repainting all of the cast iron supports.

Work also took place to replace the

timbers in the seat and backrest of the

bench. The newwood is a specialist

type of pine, called Accoya, which is

sustainably sourced and gives a life

span of 50 years.

All of thework was carried out

carefully to ensure the heritagewas

preserved, and listed building consent

was sought and accepted.

Mike Drewery, TPE’s stationmanager

More on rail-themed street benches
THEstory inour last issueabout rail-

inspiredpublic seatingstruckachord

withreaderMalcolmMalins,who lives

inBrighton.

Hewrites:“Taking up the theme

of benches in the style of transport,

(HR274 – Blackpool’s heritage

benchmark), this example can be

found in the centre of Burgess Hill,

West Sussex.

“It is way down the hill from the

station amidst the shops and is of

American outline. I could find no

information as towho created it

or why it is there. It is also not that

comfortable to sit on!”

for Scarborough said:“Scarborough

railway station is steeped in history

andwe are very proud to be the

home of the longest railway bench in

theworld.”

Does any reader knowwhether

in fact Scarborough is home to the

longest platform bench in the UK

or world?Wewould love to hear

from you.




