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The bigger storm not
moving off the horizon

WEcannotpraiseenoughtheall-but-
superhumaneffortsofourheritage railways
whohavewrittenanewchapter in the

70-year-oldhistoryof thesector,bygetting trains
movingagain in the faceof theCovid-19virus.None
ofusknewat thestartof theyear thatwewouldbe
plunged intoaparalysingglobal crisiswithnotextbook
toguideus,or thepowers thatbe, throughwith
certainty.
While severalheritage lineshavedecided todispense

with theirChristmas serviceswhichaccumulatevital
income,manyhave foundthemeans tosafelybattleon
throughthecurrent restrictions,
asweallhopeandpray for that
successful vaccine toarrive.
TheNationalHeritageLottery

Fund’semergency fundhas
indeedbeenagodsend inour
hourofdesperateneed,with
theEastLancashireRailway
being the latestbeneficiary
with£194,500.TheBluebell Railwayearlier received
£250,000, and isnowcelebrating itsownappeal to
membersandsupportershaving raisedmore than
£400,000.That in itself is a stunningachievement,
but sadly itwill notbeenoughuntil theendof the
pandemic isnot just in sight,butonourdoorsteps.
Again,wemustall continue tosupportourheritage

linesandmuseumswhereverwecan–buy tickets,
merchandise fromtheir shopsandpatronise their retail
outletswhenopen,butalsodigdeep intoourpockets
anddonate. In this issue,we reporton renewedefforts
tobring theSouthTynedaleRailwayback to lifeafter
itsoperatingcompanywent intoadministrationafter
its incomestoppedduring lockdown– let itnotbe the
firstofmany.
However, there is a secondandpotentially longer-
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OPINION

lasting threat to thesector,presentedby theclosure
of the lastBritishmineproducingsteamcoal.The
Government’s recentdecision to refusepermission fora
newopen-castmineatHighthorn inNorthumberland
bringsever closer thedaywhenourheritage lineswill
have tobuy their essential coal supplies fromacross the
world–Russia,ColombiaorevenAustralia–notonlyat
greater costbutat theexpenseofbiggergreenhouse
gasemissions.
Weall knowweneedtosave theclimate from

greenhousegases, and I find itdifficultnot tohave
sympathywith those local residentswhopassionately

fought tosave thebeautyof
DruridgeBay.Yet just like its
heritage railwaymovement,
Britain is agreatnationof
innovators, inventorsand
achievers.
TheHeritageRailway

Associationcontinues to
highlight toourGovernment

the immensevalueofour sectornotonly to the tourist
industrybutasaneducational resource, and for
thosewhorightlycampaignagainstglobalwarming,
our steamtrainsproduce just0.02%ofannualCO2

emissions. Inourmineral-richcountrycanWhitehall
reallynot findamiddle-groundmeansofextracting the
necessary fuel tokeepthemrunning,withouthaving to
import it fromhalfway roundtheworldandcreate far
worseglobalenvironmentaldamage in theprocess?
Weallneedtoback theHRAto thehilton this issue.

AtHeritageRailway,wewill continue tobringyouupto
speedwith the latestdevelopment in issuesaffecting
our richandvariedsector.Turn topage30andtakeout
asubscriptionandstay in touchwithessentialnewsas
isunfolds.

“We must all continue
to support our heritage
lines and museums
wherever we can...”
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ABOVE:Rapidprogresson theLlangollenRailway’snewpermanentCorwen

western terminus (feature, pages78-79) sawblock layingon theeasternend

platforms completedafter tremendouseffort inSeptemberby theWrexham

PavingCompany.GEORGE JONES/LR

LEFT: Temporarilybackhomeuntil lateOctober fromtheWest SomersetRailway,

where it is basedonacare-and-maintenancearrangementuntil 2022, Llangollen

Railway flagshipNo. 7820FoxcoteManor, answeringabrief steamshortage,

headsa service train intoCarrogonSeptember12. The superbly-restoredGWR

country stationwill be thedestination for the forthcomingSanta specials (see

News,page32) anda socially-distancedgrotto.

COVER:Magnificent in itsnew liveryofBR locomotivegreen,A1PacificNo.60163

Tornado standsatNewcastleCentral stationwithTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s

‘QueenofScots’ trip fromYork toEdinburghonSeptember12. SAMYEELES/A1SLT
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New Corwen
taking shape
Robin Jones visited the Llangollen
Railway early in September, to
view the rapid progress which has
resumed on the building of its new
Corwen terminus in readiness for a
potential 2021 opening, and could
not fail to have been impressed.

Farewell to the Old 80
Master Painter ofWoody Bay
The heritage sector is in mourning
for watercolour artist Eric Leslie,
who didmore than anyone to
immortalise the Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway on canvas, and who passed
away on August 30, shortly after his
83rd birthday, reports Robin Jones.

Travelling on 72
the Talyllyn!
Gareth Evans shares his experience
of a post-lockdown trip on the
Talyllyn Railway – and also talks to
the line’s general manager Stuart
Williams about how the railway has
performed this year so far in the
wake of Covid-19.

Worth getting involved 76
Sally Cliffordmeets just a small
selection of the Keighley andWorth
Valley Railway’s army of volunteers,
many of them teenagers, who share
their experiences and thoughts
about getting their hands dirty on
the popularWest Yorkshire heritage
line, which is known for its welcome.

The train that
became a tram
August 28marked the 50th
anniversary of the first public
services on the SeatonTramway.
Robin Jones reports on this heritage
line which gave a second life to a
seaside branch axed in the Sixties.

The Craft of the Fireman 90
In the latest release from Silver Link
Books, former SevernValley Railway
Holdings plc boardmember Trevor
Matthews highlights the importance
of the efficient burning of coal in
steam locomotives, at a time when
vital supplies are under threat.

Find the latest news, images
and discussion online only at:

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine

Models

Loco weathering 68
clues from classic films
Do you prefer your models to be
pristine or to reflect real life? Pete
Kelly recalls what Britain’s railways
were once really like.

Model News 66
First SECR D class model samples
unveiled; BanwyModels scales up
itsWelshpool & Llanfair range; and
Heljan reveals the latest on its new
7mm scale ‘Clayton’diesel.



Above: CounCarlMarshall and long-servingvolunteer

SteveRaine, adirectorofWeardaleRailwayTrust and

WeardaleRailwayLtd.DCC

Aneagle-eyed

birdofprey

glides above

as theHarry

NeedleRailroad

Company’s

visitingyellow

NetworkRail-

liveriedClass

31No. 31465

crosses the

RiverWearwith

aWeardale

Railway service

train. JOHN

ASKWITH/

WEARDALE

RAILWAY TRUST

Left:Home-basedBRgreen-liveriedClass 121

‘bubblecar’W55012calls at Frosterleyon theWeardale

Railway. JOHNASKWITH/WEARDALE RAILWAY TRUST

Weardale gets £2.1million
boost from county council
ByRobinJones

DURHAMCountyCouncilhasvoted
to invest£2.1million intheWeardale
Railway ina freshbidtoboost local
tourismintheaftermathof theCovid-19
pandemicandcreatenewjobsand
improvedtransport links.
On September 16, the council’s

cabinet voted to support plans to
transform the 18-mile heritage line
into amajor visitor attraction, as part
of the local authority’s commitment to
regenerating the economy.
By providing vital match-funding,

the local authority will enable
Weardale Railway Limited, a
newly-established subsidiary of
The Auckland Project, to carry out
essential infrastructure works needed
to reopen and expand the line.
As reported in issue 266, the

controlling 75% interest in the
Weardale Railwaywas bought out
of administration byThe Auckland
Project, a regeneration charity which
aims tomake Bishop Auckland a
major visitor draw.
In January 2018, theWeardale

Railway, which at 19miles is one of

Britain’s longest heritage lines, was
one of two offered for sale by British
American Railway Services (BARS), the
other being the Dartmoor Railway.
BARSwas a subsidiary of Chicago-

based Iowa Pacific Holdings, which
went into receivership the year
before, leading to business advisory
firm FRP being appointed tomanage
an accelerated sale process for the
BARS subsidiaries.

Project
TheAucklandProject is behind the
restorationof the reopenedAuckland
Castle anddeerparkand thecreation
of thenearbyaward-winningKynren
outdoornight show,whichdepicts
importantmoments fromBritish
traditionandhistory.
Weardale Railway Limited aims to

build on thework already undertaken
on the line over the last 25 years.With
the line running fromUpperWeardale
to Bishop Auckland,Weardale
Railway can enhance and extend the
local culture and heritage on offer,
including Binchester Roman Fort,
Bishop AucklandTownHall, andThe
Auckland Project’s other attractions

such as theMining Art Gallery and
Spanish Art Gallery.
The heritage service would also

increase the reach of Network
Rail’s Bishop Auckland branch,
providing residents with a link to
the East Coast Main Line, as well
as attracting regional and national
visitors to the area. The venture
would create employment and
training opportunities for residents
too, including apprenticeships for
young people.
Themoneywill be used tomaintain

and repair many of the bridges on
the line.
It is hoped that the investment will

bring 160,000 visitors to the locality,
increase overnight stays and boost the
local economy by £3.2million.
Coun Carl Marshall, the cabinet

member for economic regeneration,
said:“TheWeardale Railway is an
important andmuch-loved heritage
asset, but it also has the potential to
be a valuable economic asset too.
“Tourism has been hit hard by the

Covid-19 pandemic, but it now stands
to play a crucial role in the county’s
economic recovery.We are doing as

much as we can to assist the sector
now and safeguard the thousands
of jobs it supports. However, it is also
important to look ahead and support
ventures that will bring long-term
benefits to our communities.
“This is a strategywe are applying

across the county and in other sectors
too. It is whywe are working hard to
ensure the development ofmajor
employment sites and transport
infrastructure improvements remain
on track. Investing in theWeardale
Railway is part of our commitment to
County Durham’s future.”

Future
Liz Fisher, curatorial andengagement
director atTheAucklandProject, said:
“Saving suchawell-lovedattraction
hasbeena realprivilege, andwecan’t
wait towelcomeeveryonebackon
boardnext year. LikeAucklandCastle,
theWeardaleRailwayhasan incredible
heritage, andwewant tomake sure it
has abright future too.”
David Maddan, CEO of The

Auckland Project, said: “After a
difficult year for tourism, the future
promises to be an exciting one.
Significant repairs are needed on the
line, and our team is working hard
behind the scenes to ensure that the
next chapter of the railway’s story will
be a success.”
Steve Raine, fromOld Quarrington,

near Bowburn, a lifelong enthusiast
who joined theWeardale RailwayTrust
when it was set up in themid-Nineties,
is now a director of the charity and
Weardale Railway Ltd, both of which
are voluntary positions.
He said: “Weardale is a relatively

undiscovered part of the country – a
real hidden gem – and I think that
is part of what makes the heritage
line so special. Linking theWeardale
Railway to The Auckland Project’s
other activities in the area is an
opportunity to raise its profile and
encouragemore people to visit.”
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ByRobinJones

AFRESHdrive isunderwaytohavetheBalaLakeRailway’s
£2.5millionextensionfundedbytheWelshGovernment–
whichconsiders it tobe“astrategically importantproject”.
Designs for the half-mile extension into Bala town

centre are set to form the basis of a planning application
to be submitted to the Snowdonia National Park
Authority in December.
While the heritage line was, like others, forced to

close during the Covid-19 lockdown, Caulmert, the
engineering firm taskedwith designing the extension,
undertook an environmental impact assessment on
the protected site and produced detailed designs to be
submitted as part of the planning application.
Caulmert civil engineer David High said:“While the

railway extensionmay be short in length, it is incredibly
complex due to its surroundings. The site is protected
and the new route takes it over a Grade II listed bridge,
all in the Snowdonia National Park which presentsmany
interesting challenges.
“Our engineers have been extremely innovative in

overcoming some of these issues andmaking sure
that the project will haveminimal impact on the
environmentally and historically sensitive site.”
The line’s existing route runs for 4½miles from

Llanuwchllyn along the shore of LlynTegid to Pen-y-
Bont station, on the southern edge of Bala town.
On July 9, as reported in issue 270, the railway

became the firstWelsh heritage line to reopen following
the lockdown.
TheWelsh Government said that“positive discussions”

with the Bala Lake RailwayTrust over the project
are ongoing.
A spokesman said:“We are continuing to have positive

discussions with the Bala Lake RailwayTrust as we
see this as being a strategically important project for
the area.”
The railway carries around 30,000 passengers each

year and campaigners believe the extensionwould
provide amassive boost for tourism in the town,
encouraging visitors to stop off there rather than drive
through on theway to the coast.
A town centre stationwould encourage tourists to

leave their cars in the town and then catch the train for
the unrivalled views of the lake.

Potential
TrustchairmanJulianBirley,apowerhousebehindthe
NorthNorfolkRailway’s reconnectiontothemain lineat
Sheringham,said that theculminationof theproject,which
sofarhascost£1.2million, couldsee55,000peoplevisiting
thetown, regenerating localbusinessesandcreating
newjobs.
He said:“Wewant to be able to go to the government

to say look, this is a one-off project… this is a leg up and
never has there been amore urgent need for capital
investment in this part of the (Snowdonia) national
park, and once it’s delivered, it’s done forever and it’s
completely sustainable.
“In the light of the Covid-19 pandemic, it is vital

that the railway is extended into the town of Bala to
welcome visitors. Businesses have been decimated and
the need for the extension is greater than ever.
“We are building a new railway, not reinstating an old

one, and being in such an environmentally sensitive
area, this task is by nomeans easy.We are hugely
grateful to Caulmert and all that they are doing.”
A town centre presence for the 2ft gauge line could

also open up the possibility of a dedicated bus or coach
link to the standard gauge Llangollen Railway’s new
showpiecewestern terminus at Corwen, as outlined on
pages 78-79.
A petition has now been launched by the railway at

chng.it/qLrDvJRP in a bid to demonstrate the huge
public support for the project and further convince the
Welsh Government that there is a need to financially
back the extension.

Welsh Government asked to fund Bala Lake
Railway’s ‘job creating’ town centre extension

SEPTEMBER4saw‘real’freight traffic

carriedontheLauncestonSteamRailway

(LSR).

The2ft gauge line’s ownersNigel

andKayBowmanansweredanSOS

from local clothing companyNomads

whenadrivermaking adelivery in a

towed20ft sea container couldnot get

past anunexpected road closure in the

town’s Riverside.

Warehousemanager Lesley Rock

cameupwith the ideaof bringing in the

shipmentby rail instead.

The lorry driverwas accordingly asked

to take the container into theNewport

car park.There, thegoodswereunloaded

from the trailer on to apair of flatbed

wagonsbehind the railway’sMotor-Rail

SimplexdieselNo. 5646of 1933.

The tracks intooneof the railway’s

storage sheds at Launceston station

runsnext toNomads’warehouse,where

after several trips the consignment of

goods arrived.

Nomads’ShallonHurford said:“We

would like to say abig thank you to

Nigel andKay at the LSRwhohad such a

willingness to step in andhelp.”

The LSR,whichopened in 1983,was

laid on the trackbedof the LSWR’s

NorthCornwall Railway, the sectionof

whichbetweenHalwill Junction and

Launcestonopenedon July 21, 1886.The

line, part of the LSWR’s‘WitheredArm’,

closedonOctober 3, 1966.

Freight traffic
returns totheNorth
CornwallRailway!

In the last raysof the setting sun, recently-reliveried intoBR locomotivegreen for the second time in its career, PeppercornA1PacificNo. 60163Tornadopowers

through JackGreen, east ofBamberBridge,with the1Z65Liverpool LimeStreet toDarlingtonNorthRoad return legof TheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s ‘TheTicket To

Ride’ touronSeptember19. JOHNHALES
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OnSeptember18, thedaybeforePeppercornPacificNo. 60163TornadoheadedTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s ‘The

Ticket ToRide’ tour fromDarlington toLiverpool,membersof theHouseholdCavalryMountedRegimentare seenwith

the locomotiveat theNationalRailwayMuseum.The trust invited thegroup to join the tour thenextdayasa ‘thankyou’

gesture forwhat theydo forBritain, and theydecided topose in full uniformwithTornado inV for victory formation. The

officer in the centre is Lieutenant JoshEdwards. CHARLOTTE GRAHAM

Amongst the latest components to

bemanufactured for TheA1Steam

LocomotiveTrust’sGresleyP22-8-2

No. 2007PrinceofWales is thispair

of coupling rods,machinedby

StephensonEngineeringof Lancashire

anddelivered toDarlington

LocomotiveWorks in lateSeptember.

Will thisbe theheritageera’s greatest

achievement?See special feature:

pages60-65.A1SLT

READ THESE ISSUES AND
HUNDREDSMORE IN THE

classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive

Themystery4-6-2beginning its journey fromtheGCR toNorway,on

Biggleswade transport specialist SASmith’s low-loader.COURTESY SA SMITH

TomCruise.GAGE

SKIDMORE/CREATIVE

COMMONS

Seenparked in sidingson theGreat

Central Railwayat Loughborough in

lateAugustwas formerVirginTrains

WestCoastMk3bDrivingVanTrailer

No.82138. Thevehiclehas since left

theGCR.ROBIN JONES

Mystery ‘loco’ tested on
Great Central forMission:
Impossible 7 blockbuster
ByRobinJones

ANunknownClass74-6-2which
appearedontheGreatCentralRailway
(GCR) inAugust, and leftenthusiasts
acrossEuropebaffled,hasbeenrevealed
asa‘star’of the forthcomingbig-budget
movieMission: Impossible7, featuring
USactorTomCruise.
After pictures of the black-liveried

locomotive, taken from the public
overbridge by Loughborough shed,
appeared on social media, wild
speculationmounted as to whether
it was a Britannia or Stanier Pacific
‘converted’to a‘dirtied up’French
outline, an overseas engine imported
for the occasion, or a very expensive
and extremely convincing film prop

built maybe using some original
mechanical parts.
It appeared that while the

locomotive, No. 462.09.M0, has
workingmotion parts, it is not
steamable, and instead is driven
by a diesel motor in its tender,
which is also capable of producing
steam effects. GCR officials
declined to discuss the origin of the
strange visitor because of a strict
confidentiality clause in the contract
for its testing, which included hauling
a rake of Mk.3 coaches along the line
accompanied by a diesel.
The GCR also declined to comment

on the appearance at Loughborough
ofMark 3b DrivingVanTrailer
No. 82138, which had been stored

at LongMarston and is no longer
Network Rail registered. However,
it was understood to be part of
the testing contract, although it
remained unclear as to its role. Tom
Cruise did not visit the GCR during
the testing.
The double-track GCR is available

for hire for rail industry testing and
training needs, often at short notice,
cutting the cost on gaining access
to the national network. It has
dispensation, given line’s engineering
possessions, to run steam tests
at 60mph and 75mph for diesels.
Clients have included Network Rail,
Serco, EWS, Mercedes-Benz and
BrushTraction.
Directed by BAFTA award-winning

producer ChristopherMcQuarrie, and
again starring Cruise as Impossible
Missions Force agent Ethan Hunt,
Mission: Impossible 7, filmingwas
due to begin inVenice on February
20, and stunt rehearsals were held
in Surrey inMarch, but bothwere
suspended due to Covid-19. On
July 6, permissionwas given for the
film crew towork on the set at the
Warner Brothers Studios at Leavesden
in Hertfordshire.
In August, permissionwas also

granted for filming inMøre og
Romsdal, Norway. Themystery
locomotive was duly collected by
abnormal loads transport specialist
SA Smith of Upper Caldecote,
Biggleswade, and taken to Grimsby
Docks. From there, it was shipped
on the low loader to Åndalsnes, a
port half way between Bergen and
Trondheim and terminus of a branch
line on the Norwegian network. It was
understood that it was subsequently
used to film scenes using continental
heritage carriages on the Åndalsnes–
Dombås‘Raumabanen’main line, and
had been earmarked for a second
move, this time to Poland.
During pre-production last year, a

rough concept of a train running at
60mph through a bridge in the Swiss
Alps as it was being blown upwas
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Darlington seeks 200 railway
‘firsts’ from across the world
DARLINGTON’Smayor is aiming tocontact
200cities around theworldwhichhavealso
laid claims to railway‘firsts’.
In a bid to instigate international

interest in the 2025 bicentenary of the
Stockton & Darlington Railway (SDR),
the world’s first public steam-operated
line, Coun Chris McEwan wants to bring
the cities together to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the pivotal meeting
of twomen who became both known as
the Father of the Railways.
He hopes to stage a virtual conference

in April to celebrate the meeting between
Darlington woollen manufacturer Edward
Pease, the SDR’s main promoter, and
locomotive inventor George Stephenson.
The meeting at Pease’s home in Northgate
also involved Killingworth Colliery
manager NicholasWood, also a key figure
in the early days of steam traction.
Among the cities to be approached

are Baltimore, which opened its carrier

railroad in 1830, and Nuremberg, from
where Germany’s first steam train
departed on December 7, 1835, to the
neighbouring town of Fürth.
CounMcEwan said: “I will be seeking to

identify 200 places that were instrumental
in the development of railways. People
from all over the world will be invited to
see what we have to offer in 2025.”
One of the aims of the centenary will

be to highlight the SDR’s role as a world
changer, spreading the fruits of the
Industrial Revolution across the globe.
Meanwhile, Darlington MP Peter Gibson

has stepped up the campaign to keep
the SDR’s Locomotion No.1 in Darlington
rather than have custodian the National
Railway Museum relocate it after 164
years to the Locomotionmuseum in
Shildon. Mr Gibson has held talks over
the issue with Science Museum Group
trustees DameMary Archer and Network
Rail chairman Sir Peter Hendy.

CLWYDSouthMPSimonBayneshaswelcomeda£161,700

National LotteryHeritageFundemergencygrant to counter the

effectof lossof incomeduring thecoronavirus lockdownat the

LlangollenRailway.

Mr Baynes previously highlighted the importance of Clwyd

South tourism and hospitality businesses in PrimeMinister’s

Questions, and invited him to congratulate the railway’s team

for its hardwork in fundraising during the ongoing pandemic.

He said:“Everyone in the area knows how tremendously

important the Llangollen Railway is to us as a community. So

I’m delighted to see it benefiting fromvital National Lottery

Heritage Emergency Funding.”

LizMcGuinness, generalmanager of the railway, which

attracts around 100,000 visitors to the town each year, said:“It’s

a lifeline to us and otherswho are passionate about sustaining

heritage for the benefit of all.”

➜Maximumemergency Lottery grants formore heritage lines:

News, pages 12/13.

LocalMP thanks Lottery for
LlangollenRailway lifeline

Doomed to cross abridgeas it is blownup, theMission: Impossible7mystery locomotive is seen safelyon trackat

Marstein inNorway inSeptember.COURTESY NORSK JERNEBANEKLUBB

Missionaccomplished: Pacific locomotiveNo. 462.09.M0onadockside inNorway.COURTESY SA SMITH

devised. After the Swiss government
refused to allow explosions, the
production teams scoured Europe for
an unwanted bridge.
A 1909-built steel bridge over Lake

Pilchowickie, Poland, was identified,
but rumours of plans to blow it up
sparked a national protest because
of its historic value, leading to it
being placed into the Polish Registry
of Objects of Cultural Heritage for
protection, according to a statement
by Daniel Gibski, the Deputy Lower
Silesian Regional Monument
Conservator. It was later understood
that a search for a suitable alternative
bridge outside Poland by the film-
makers has begun.
The name carried by themystery

locomotive, LeGeneral Rive-Reine,
appears to be a reference to the 1964
American French SecondWorldWar
filmTheTrain, where there is crash at
a town named Rive-Reine.
The film is scheduled to be released

by Paramount Pictures on November
19, 2021, delayed from July 23
because of the pandemic.
Ultra-tight secrecy was also

the order of the daywhen the
SevernValley Railway between
Kidderminster and Arley was taken
over by a film crew in July 2019.
Scenes were being filmed for Enola
Holmes, amovie based on a series
of novels about Sherlock Holmes’
younger sister.
Kidderminster Town became

Basilwether station, partially
repaintedmaroon, while Arley
station became Ferndell, with
buildings reliveried green. Starring
Millie Bobbie Brown, Henry Cavill,
SamClaflin and Helena Bonham
Carter, it was released on Netflix on
September 23.
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Will thisRussian coal travel 5000miles fromSiberia, to fuelBritain’s heritage

railways?HRA

Steam coalmine plan refused –
butHRApledge battlewill go on
ByRobinJones

THEHeritageRailwayAssociation (HRA)
hasvowedto fight to the last tosave
suppliesofBritishsteamcoal.
With several of the UK’s last mines

producing the essential type of coal
either having just closed or about to
cease production, the Government
has dealt the sector amajor blow by
refusing planning permission for a
new opencast mine at Highthorn at
Druridge Bay in Northumberland for a
second time.
Theminewould have produced

nearly threemillion tonnes of coal
andwould have been the biggest in
the UK.
On September 8, Communities

Secretary Robert Jenrick said in his
17-page final decision letter he found
the proposal by BanksMining to be
“not environmentally acceptable,”
adding that ‘the substantial extent of
the landscape harmmeans that the
proposal is still not environmentally
acceptable, nor can it bemade so by
planning conditions or obligations.”
Mr Jenrick said:“The proposed

development is not likely to provide
national, local or community
benefits which clearly outweigh its
likely impacts.”
He added that he“affords

considerable weight to the harm to
the character and appearance of the
area”and“attributes great weight to
the harm to heritage assets.”

Disappointment
HRACEOSteveOatessaid:“The
Highthornrefusal ismassively
disappointing.TheHRAisconsidering
howtoproceed.We’realreadytakingthe
lead inevaluatingoptions for securing
supplies fromoverseas,andwaysof
combiningthebuyingpowerofour
sector tomake ithappen.
“In their day, the railways enabled

somuch of Britain’s proudest history.
Today they entertain and educate
millions of people every year.We can’t
allow them to suffer the unintended
consequences of policy decisions.”
The HRA has been lobbying

Government for clarity on the future
of coal for heritage steam. Britain’s
heritage railways use just 26,000
tonnes of coal a year. The Government
has said that it has nowish to see the
end of heritage steam in the UK, but
while it has clearly understood the
huge problem facing a key player in
the UK’s leisure, tourism and heritage
sector, it has yet to offer a solution.
Steve added:“It makes no sense.

The UK needs fivemillion tonnes of
coal every year, for steel and cement
production. The decision to end coal

production in the UK is driven by CO2

reduction targets. However, the CO2

generated by importing coal from
countries like Russia and the USA
produces 10 timesmore emissions
than producing it domestically.”
He also warned that smaller

heritage lines, already badly hit by
the total loss of income during the
Covid-19 lockdown and its aftermath
could be forced to close because they
could not afford the higher cost of
imported coal.
“Steam engines needwashed lump

coal,”he said.“It’s different to the
more finely-grained coal the steel and
cement industries need. Such coal can
be imported, but it will come at prices
most railways simply won’t be able
to afford.”
The Highthorn decisionwas

welcomed by local campaigners and
Friends of the Earth, whose climate
campaigner Tony Bosworth said:“The
rejection of planning permission for
a destructive opencast coal mine at
Druridge Bay is fantastic news for
our environment, and a tremendous
victory for local campaigners.”
However, Steve pointed out:“UK

heritage railways produce just 0.02%
of the UK‘s CO2 emissions, and for
that very small amount, they not
only preserve and promote the great
enabler of Britain’s proud industrial
and social heritage, they providework
for some 4000 people, attract some 13
million visitors annually, and bring an
estimated £400million to the British
economy every year.
“We still take our environmental

responsibilities very seriously, and
work at best practice as well as offset
schemes, tomitigate the impact
of the very small amount of CO2

we produce.”
In the past, no UK heritage railway

wasmore than 400miles from a

dependable source of the right kind of
coal, andmost had supplies available
within 200miles.With imported coal,
those distancesmultiply: 5000miles
from Russia, the biggest producer;
4700miles fromAmerica and 13,500
miles fromAustralia.
The Secretary of State’s decisionmay

be challenged through an application
to the High Court within six weeks.
BanksMining had argued that

Highthorn schemewould create at
least 100well-paid, full-time jobs on
the site, invest £87million into the
Northumberland economy, keep a
total of £120millionwithin the UK
economy by not importing coal that
would otherwise come from overseas
suppliers, andmake supply-chain
contracts worth a total of £48million
available to locally-based businesses.

Background
Morethanfouryearsago, theBanks
application forplanningpermission
for theHighthornmine, first submitted
inOctober2015,wasapprovedby
NorthumberlandCountyCouncil.
Thescheme, later subjectedtoa
14-daypublic inquiry inJune2017,
wassubsequently recommendedfor
approvalbytheplanning inspector,but
SajidJavid,CommunitiesSecretaryat the
time, turn itdowninMarch2018.
Banks appealed to the High Court,

and in October that year, Mr Justice
Ouseley decided in favour of the
company, saying that the reasoning
behindMr Javid’s decision to
reject the inspector’s findings was
“significantly inadequate.”
Banks’executive director Gavin

Styles said:“We are extremely
disappointed that, more than four
years after an independent planning
inspector recommended that the
Highthorn scheme should go ahead,
the Secretary of State has once

again chosen to go against this
expert advice.
“At a timewhen our region and

country is facing an unprecedented
economic crisis, this decision
effectively hands themuch-needed
and valued jobs of our North East
workforce to Russianminers, who
will be delighted tomeet British
industry’s continuing need for coal
while simultaneously significantly
increasing global greenhouse
gas emissions.
“This decisionwon’t solve the

problem, but will insteadmake
it worse.
“Wewill now review the precise

reasons for this decision before
agreeing on themost appropriate
steps to take.”
The HRA has hoped that a second

application for a newmine by Banks at
Dewley Hill near Throckley, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, also the target of a
campaign by local people andwhich
is due to be considered by Newcastle
City Council, will get the go-ahead.
Banks’surfacemine at Bradley near

Durham, which produced 150,000
tonnes of coal annually, extracted its
last coal on August 17, twomonths
after its sister mine at Shotton in
Northumberland ended production.
The Banks Group had applied for

permission to extend the life of what
was its last mine in England until 2021,
but was turned down.
Bituminous steam coal is still

available from the Ffos-y-Fran surface
mine nearMerthyr Tydfil, the only pit
left in the UK capable of producing
suitable fuel for heritage railways.
However, it is due to close at the end
of 2022.
The HRA hadmade strong

representations to theWelsh
Government regarding its draft Coal
Policy forWales, the consultation
period for which ended on September
23. The policy is part of theWelsh
Government’s decisive shift away
from the use of fossil fuels in order to
tackle the climate emergency. It is the
Welsh Government’s policy objective
to avoid the continued extraction and
consumption of fossil fuels.
It states that extensions to the

three operational mines inWales
or new extraction schemes should
be permitted only in“wholly
exceptional”cases whichwould need
to demonstrate why they are needed
in the context of climate change
emission reductions targets.
“There is quite a task ahead for the

HRA,”said Steve.“This is a serious
positionwhich some people still do
not really recognise.We are not going
to let this lie.”
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‘Pacer’No. 144017 isnowresidentat theApplebyFrodinghamRailway. TheDMU

ispicturedby the locomotive shedonAugust27alongsideAvonside0-6-0ST

No. 1919of1924Cranford, haulinga trainofbrakevansused forproviding

socially-distanced toursof theScunthorpe steelworks site. LUKEWASHINGTON

More ‘Pacer’ units saved from the cutter’s torch
ByGarethEvans

THE fleetof secondgeneration‘Pacer’
DMUs inpreservationhasbeenboosted
in recentweeks,withno fewer than
fiveunits takingup their newhomesat
heritage lines.
Class 142 No. 142055, which has

been acquired by the Pacer Rail Group
from leasing firm Angel Trains, was
transported fromGascoigneWoods to
the Foxfield Railway on September 11.
After being safely unloaded, it was

coupled together and undertook
a short test run. The following day,
it successfully completed a trial
run from the line’s Caverswall Road
headquarters to Dilhorne Park Halt
and return. It is expected that the unit
will be available for public services
during the 2021 season.
Class 144 No. 144003 arrived at the

Great Central Railway (Nottingham)
on September 3. The set is now
operational following the rectification
of a fault on the fire protection circuit
that was stopping one of the two
engines from running. The unit is
expected to enter public service ready
for the 2021 season.
On August 3, No. 144010was

transported by road from storage at
the Keighley &WorthValley Railway to
theWeardale Railway. The privately-
owned operational unit is set to be
used to support themain heritage

service run by first generation DMUs.
No. 144017 is now resident at

the Appleby FrodinghamRailway,
havingmoved from Keighley by rail
on August 27. Significantly, it is the
first three-car set to be saved, filling
an important gap in preservation.
The unit is expected to remain at
the North Lincolnshire venue for the
foreseeable future – and if tests are
successful, it may see use on the tours
of the Scunthorpe steelworks site.

Variety
No. 144017’s owner, theWoodhead
Line, is seeking toestablish amuseum
in the former coal yard atHadfield at the
endof the survivingwestern stubof the
former electrified trans-Pennine route.
Discussions are ongoing with

Network Rail and the local

authority about that project.
Examples of both the prototype

and production‘Pacers’can nowbe
found at the Keith & Dufftown Railway
after Class 144 No. 144022 joined
non-operational resident Class 140
No. 140001.While the railway is not
currently running regular timetabled
public trains due to Covid-19,
No. 144022 has been tested on the
Scottish line.
Not all ‘Pacer’cars which have been

saved from the gas axewill continue
in operational heritage rail-based
uses. Car No. 55831 fromClass 144
No.144008was delivered to the Corby
andDistrict Model Railway Society on
September 15 and now resides on a
60ft panel of track. Located in Quarry
Close, off Kelvin Grove, Corby, NN17
1AZ, the site is home to several layouts

ranging fromT and Z scale through to
OO and 5in gauge.
In a statement, the society said:

“Whowould have guessed that the
jokewhich started inMaywould have
yielded such a positive result. This
would not have been possible without
the outstanding efforts of Porterbrook
Leasing, Reids Transport Services,
the local constabulary and all of the
committee. This is sure to be a great
asset to the club andwill attract a
great deal of interest with the birthday
parties and other events.”
At the time of writing, the other

half of No. 144008 remained at
Harry Needle Railroad Company’s
Worksop site.

Finale
One‘Pacer’unit is set togooutof
revenue-earning railway service in
style –as akeyattractionat theEast
LancashireRailway’sDMUgalaon
November7/8.Theevent isdue to
provide the final opportunity to travel
inClass 144No. 144009before itmoves
to theGreaterManchester Fire&Rescue
Service.Thegala is alsodue to feature
the line’s residentClasses104, 105
Cravens, 110CalderValley, 117and122
heritageDMUs.
➜Fordetailsabout theDMUgala,visit

www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk/events-

activities/2020/11/dmu-weekend.aspx

or telephone03333202830

In a timeless scene,GWR0-6-0PTNo.7714 runs throughadesertedHamptonLoadewith the seconddowntrain fromKidderminster Townon theSevernValley

Railway, onAugust22. Trains arenot currently callingat the stationdue toCovid-19, a special timetablebeing inoperation. JOHN TITLOW
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GWR0-4-2T’s

1420backhead

plate

outside the

Buckfastleigh

workshopand

vicingpress

inSeptember.

SDR

More big Lottery emergency grants
for heritage railways, but…
ByRobinJones

THENationalLotteryHeritage
Fundhasmadefurther substantial
emergencygrants toheritage railways
so that theystayafloat followingthe
pandemic lockdown.
Following themaximum £250,000

grants made to SevernValley Railway
and the Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland
Railways (Ff&WHR), the Lottery’s
heritage emergency fund hasmade
similar awards to theMid-Hants
Railway and the Bluebell Railway (see
separate story).
It has also given the East Lancashire

Railway (ELR) £194,300.

Support
TheWatercressLine restartedservices
onJuly11,with lesscapacity forvisitors
duetosocialdistancingmeasures,
whichhasalsoaddedextracosts.The
Lotterygrant,which relates tocosts
incurredAugust toNovember, covers
salary forbringingmoremembersof
staffback fromfurlough,provision
ofadditionalofficespaceandother
facilities toallowsocialdistancing. It also
covers thepurchaseofcoalandother
consumables, emergency repairs to
buildingsandcoaches,plus investment
in thewebsite.
Mid-Hants general manager

Simon Baggott, said: “This is the
best news we have had for weeks
andwill be warmly appreciated by
everyonewho visits, volunteers and
employees alike.”

While the grant to the ELR will also
cover lockdown losses, part of its will
be used for permanent way renewal
works, with particular attention to
the length at Summerseat, which
has suffered from flooding for some
time. There is currently a 15mph
speed limit in place there and a
weight restriction bars the heaviest
locomotives from operating along it.
Also awarded £250,000 is a

partnership between charity the
Ravenglass RailwayMuseumTrust
and the linked commercially-run
Ravenglass & Eskdale Railway.
The project covers the

transformation of two decaying
1917-built Pullman camping coaches
into self-catering accommodation
for between four and six people,
together with a new sensory and
wildlife garden. The restoration
will conserve their structures and
preserve original interior features like
the decorativemarquetry panels.
Originally built as part of a First

WorldWar AmbulanceTrain, Elmira

andMaid of Kent are said to be the
oldest railway camping coaches still
in their original location. Rebuilt
as Pullman dining cars in 1921,
they were converted into camping
coaches by British Rail in 1960.
Museum trustee Peter Hensman

said:“These coaches are of
national significance, but work is
urgently needed to prevent their
further deterioration.
“This project is an innovative way

of offering quirky accommodation
with a rich heritage. It will provide
a sustainable income stream for
the Ravenglass RailwayMuseum,
future-proofing the attraction at a
timewhen heritage tourism needs
it most.”

Infrastructure
TheKeith&DufftownRailway
Associationhasbeenawarded£127,200,
withmostof it allocatedtowardsurgent
track repairsandbridge inspections
delayedbyCovid-19.The remainder
hashelpedtowards thepurchaseof the
line’sRRV360road-rail vehicle for the
permanentwayteam,whicharrived
inSeptember.
On September 16, the railway

operated a special charter for Railtrail
Tours. Because of lockdown, this was
its first passenger carrying train of
the year.
TheMidland Railway-Butterley

(MRB) has been awarded £104,400
to help it survive 2020 and ensure
that it has the time and resources
to implement the changes required
to reopen next year. The Derbyshire
venue plans to launch amajor
fundraising campaign to support the
necessary improvements.
In a statement, theMRB said:

“While we continue to face very
challenging times, this is an early
step in a bright new future.”
The Princess Royal Class

Locomotive Trust, which is based
at the venue'sWest Shed, and is

currently constructing LMS Patriot
No. 5551 TheUnknownWarrior (see
separate story on page 28), has also
received £9,600.
The Foxfield Railway has been

given £81,500 to help compensate
for the loss of this year’s Santa
specials. The cash will also cover
£28,825 to complete ‘essential’ repairs
to coaches; £19,034 for ‘essential’
repairs to the track and infrastructure
and £17,050 for building repairs.
The railway has also received

£12,500 in donations and £10,000
from Staffordshire County Council
over the course of the year.
The GreatWestern Society, which

operates the Didcot Railway Centre,
has been given an extra £7000 in
aid tomake a total grant of £16,900
under the programme. Meanwhile,
the Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway
Historic Vehicles Trust has received a
grant of £10,000.
Away from railways, Bristol’s SS

Great Britain Trust, custodian of GWR
engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s
great steamship has been awarded
£250,000.
The Lottery grants are broadly

covering the lossesmade by heritage
lines since lockdown began, and
while welcomed by heritage lines
in their darkest hour of need, the
award of large sums is not being
seen asmore than a stop-gap
measure, especially with the threat
of the country facing a second
national lockdown due to Covid-19.

LotterygrantbringsBuckfastleigh’s fundraising towards£500ksurvival target
ANATIONALLotteryHeritage

EmergencyFund£124,000granthas

lifted theSouthDevonRailway’s (SDR)

survival appeal towithin striking

distanceof its £500,000 target.

In early September, a regular

volunteer and railwaymember

donated £50,000 to the survival

appeal, whichwhenGift Aid is

added, is worth £62,500.

On September 21, the SOS appeal

reached £299,358.29.

TheHeritage Emergency Fund

grantwill finance several individual

projects halted by the lack of

income, aswell as thewages of

essential staff brought back from

furlough to prepare for services

returning again, startingwith the

pre-Christmas‘Polar Express’ (see

page 32). The fundingwill assist

the railway in ensuring that its

workspaces are Covid-19 safe and

have appropriate risk assessments

in place.

The grant includes £22,180

towards the overhaul of GWR

Collett 0-4-2T No. 1420, a defining

icon of the line, by covering the

manufacture of the remaining

firebox boiler plates and a new

foundation ring, enabling the

railway to build the newboiler using

its own skilled staff.

Built at Swindon in November

1933, the locomotivewas

withdrawn fromGloucester shed

inOctober 1964, having travelled

over 600,000miles. It arrived at

Buckfastleigh in 1965 and entered

traffic in 1972 after an overhaul.

It was taken out of service and

placed in store at the start of the

2006 season, owing to a leaking

foundation ring, and in 2017

had the boiler lifted in order to

undertake its overhaul.

The grant also includes £24,523

for essential work to upgrade the

museumat Buckfastleigh so it

can reopen.

SDR Limited chairman JonMorton

described the grant as a“timely

shot-in-the-arm,”adding:“We are

confident the projects will help

get themuch-loved SDR running

again soon.”

In commonwith several other

heritage lines, including the Severn

Valley Railway, the SDR has also

applied for a further grant, this

time from theDepartment of

Culture,Media and Sport (DCMS)’s

Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage,

for another £332,000 towards

ongoing costs.

This fund is part of the £1.57

billion rescue package announced

byDCMS earlier in the year

to safeguardUK cultural and

heritage organisations from the

economic impact of Covid-19. It
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NOTonlyhas theBluebellRailwaybeen
givenaNationalLotteryHeritageFund
emergencygrantof£250,000,but its
ownsurvivalappealhaspassedthe
£400,000mark.
The heritage line launched

an emergency appeal at
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/
support-bluebell at the start of
the Covid-19 lockdown inMarch.
At first it askedmembers and
supporters to donate and then
broadened the appeal to include
public contributions.
Fundraising organiser Trevor

Swainson said:“The initial target
for the appeal was £300,000 and
there were plenty of people who
thought that was overambitious.
What happenedwas that we reached
£300,000, which allowed us to reopen
and, bymid-September, we have

received themagnificent sumof
£400,000.
“This is a truly remarkable response

frommembers, shareholders and
friends of the Bluebell Railway. The
appeal remains open if anyone
would like tomake new or additional
donations in the comingmonths.”

Initiatives
Furthermoneycame in fromaVirtual
TrackTrekheld in June,withpeople
walking4½miles around their local area
ina socially-distancedway to replicate
the lengthof the track fromSheffield
Park toHorstedKeynes stationsas a
replacement for the regular sponsored
walk alongside the track.
As reported last issue, the railway

reopened on August 7 andwas able
to celebrate its 60th birthday on the
same day.

It has introduced newmeasures
to ensure it fully complies with
Government guidelines on social
distancing and health protection as
well as the new law in England on the
‘Rule of Six’ for group gatherings.
Bluebell Railway plc chairman Chris

Hunford said:“We are very grateful
to The National Lottery Heritage
Fund for approving our application
and providing the financial support
to keep thewheels turning. Our
members, supporters and friends
contributed sufficientmoney to
enable us to reopen. This extra
financial help will allow us to continue
to operate over the next fewmonths.”
The Heritage Emergency Fund grant

will help the railway pay for technical
staff, machinery hire, track repairs,
personal protective equipment and
advertising.

Bluebell’s own emergency survival appeal raises

£400k – and is boosted by £250k Lottery grant

SR4-6-0No.847atSheffieldPark shortlybeforedeparturewith theafternoon tea trainonSeptember12. PETER EDWARDS

will distribute £88million of this

money to organisations in England

in partnershipwith Historic England,

and the result of applicationsmay

be known at the end of September,

after we closed for press.

The volunteer-run reopening of

the Buckfastleigh station site, at

weekends and onTuesdays and

Thursdays from10am to 4pm from

August until the end of October, for

amodest donation has continued

to prove popular. So far, there have

been up to 200 visitors during each

open day, earning up to £2000, plus

catering and shop incomebefore

costs. Around £40,000 has been

raised from this initiative.

Theweekend-only operations of

the open-airminiature railway and

the live-steamgarden railway have

been big hits with visitors, and the

adjacent DartmoorOtter Sanctuary

which reopened in August has also

proved popular.

Therefore, railways are by necessity
continuing to push their own
appeals to the public.
Despite its maximum Lottery

award, the Ff&WHR, which
contributes £25million a year
to the local economy, began
redundancy consultations with
90 staff in September, as one of
several measures considered to
ensure its survival.
While the Ff&WHR has raised

more than £500,000 through its
own appeal at www.festrail.co.uk/
news_and_events_item/covid-19-
appeal/ andwhich is still verymuch
open, both the Ffestiniog Railway
andWelsh Highland Railway
societies have come to the line's
financial aid and income for this
year is forecasted to be around
£1million, compared to the usual
£6million in a normal year.
General manager Paul Lewin
said: “It is vitally important to the
local economy that the railway
survives the comingwinter and
is able to open again for the 2021
season. A large number of jobs in
the area are reliant on the income
generated by the railway, not only
our own employees, but those in
the supplier base, accommodation
providers, retail and dining.We
havemade, andwill continue to
make, all possible efforts to protect
every post that we can.”
The Ff&WHR’s plan should allow

all necessarymaintenance to take
place in order to operate safely
in 2021, including amajor bridge
replacement at Plas y Nant near
Waunfawr. Boston LodgeWorks
has also secured several contracts
to undertake work for other
heritage lines.

Collett auto tankNo.1420headsademonstrationSundaymilk trainon theSouthDevonRailway in2004. SDR
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Bagnall 0-4-0STNo. 2842

of1946KentNo.2 is seen

workinga coal trainat

theChasewaterRailway

duringa30742Charters

eventonSeptember5.

Thesewere its first trains

since theDecember2019

Santa specials andwill be

amongst its last as its 10-

yearboiler ticket expired

at the start ofOctober. The

locomotive, suppliednew

to theKentElectric Power

Companyat Littlebrook

power station, is on

long-term loan fromthe

FoxfieldRailwayandplans

arealreadyadvanced for

theoverhaul.ALISTAIR

GRIEVE

Polar explorer: Long-

timeAmberleyMuseum

residentPolarBearon

theWest Sussexvisitor

attraction’s 2ftgauge

public railwayon

April 28, 2019. The

2-4-0Twasbuilt by

WGBagnall in1905

(worksNo. 1781) for the

GroudleGlenRailway

on the IsleofMan, and

arrivedatAmberley

in1982. Theworking

museumreopenedafter

its Covid-19 closure

at theendof July and

enjoyedabetter than

expectedAugust.

PETE EDGELER

AmberleyMuseum£50,000
Lottery boost a ‘lifeline’ at a
crucial time, says boss
ByGeoffCourtney

AMBERLEYMuseum, theWest Sussex
visitor attraction thathas thecountry’s
most comprehensive collection
ofdifferentgauge locomotives, is
celebratingamajorNational Lottery
HeritageFundgrant, justmonths
after it receivedanemergencycash
injectionofnearly £33,500 fromArts
Council England.
Director Valerie Mills revealed

in Heritage Railway issue 270 that,
prior to the Arts Council grant, she
had feared the museumwould have
to close permanently due to the
18-week Covid-19 lockdown, a move
which would have robbed the South
Downs National Park of one of its
major tourist destinations.
That fear was alleviated by the

emergency grant, and the working
museumwas able to reopen on
July 29, and just a month later, on
August 27, Valerie announced that
the National Lottery Heritage Fund
had awarded a £50,000 grant.

Confidence
“Thanks to theLottery Fundwecan
nowplan for the futurewithmuchmore
confidence,”she said.
“We are grateful that the Fund is

supporting us at this crucial time – it
is a lifeline to us, and to others who
are passionate about sustaining
heritage for the benefit of all.
“We were able to reopen to visitors

on July 29 thanks to additional
support from volunteers, members
and supporters, plus a discretionary
grant from our local council, and we
were delighted howmany visitors
supported us in August. Numbers

may not have been up to what we
usually have in that month, but we
exceeded our pessimistic forecasts,
which was very encouraging for staff
and volunteers.
“With the Lottery grant to assist

with overheads, we are now
cautiously optimistic about the
future, although external factors
could change very quickly, so we will
be watching developments carefully.”
Ros Kerslake, chief executive of the

National Lottery Heritage Fund, said:
“Thanks to money raised by National
Lottery players, we are pleased
to be able to lend our support to
organisations such as Amberley
Museum during this uncertain time.
“Heritage has an essential role to

play in making communities better
places to live, supporting economic
regeneration and benefiting our
personal wellbeing. All of these

things are going to be evenmore
important as we emerge from this
current crisis.”
The museum, which has also been

awarded a Visit England ‘Good To Go’
certificate signifying it has followed
Government and industry Covid-19
guidelines, is open fromWednesdays
to Sundays. Its 36-acre site, in a
former chalk quarry near Arundel
that closed in 1969, has more than 20
exhibition areas, and is supported by
200 active volunteers.

Attractions
For railwayenthusiasts there is a
half-mile2ft gauge‘main line’which runs
daily and features steamanddiesel-
operated trains and three stations, a
standardgaugedemonstration line,
anda locomotive collectionondisplay
ofmore than30engines in13gauges,
from1ft 6in to5ft 3in.

STEAM reopens
STEAM–MuseumoftheGreatWestern
RailwayatSwindonreopeneditsdoorsto
thepubliconSeptember17.
All visitorswill be required to book

a timed slot in advance via the STEAM
Museumwebsitewww.steam-
museum.org.uk
Overall visitor numberswill be

limited eachday, and they are
being requested to respect social
distancingmeasures.
The STEAM shopwill also be open,

but themuseum’s PlatformOne
Cafewill remain closed. Instead, the
museumhas set aside space for visitors
to enjoy their ownpicnic lunches.
Two exhibitions new for 2020 look at

remarkable andunexpected services
offeredby theGWR: FlyingHigh looks
at the company’s airline services, while
On the Buses focuses on theGWR’s
introduction of roadbuses in 1903 to
allow rail passengers to visit newand
remote holiday destinations.
In preparation for the reopening,

STEAMachieved theUK-recognised
‘GoodToGo’certification, operated
byVisit England anddeveloped in
partnershipwithTourismNorthern
Ireland,Visit Scotland andVisitWales.

THEHeritageRailwayAssociation is
invitingnominations for itsprestigious
2021annual awards.
The ninemajor awards are the

Morgan Award for Preservation;
the Coiley Locomotive Engineering
Award; the Lord Faulkner Young
Volunteer Award; the HRA Award for
Communications; Tourism Superstar;
themost Innovative Fundraising Idea,
the HRA Award for Small Groups,
the HRA Award for Large Groups
and HRA Award for an Outstanding
Visitor Attraction.
A HRA statement said that the

national awards give heritage
railways, their staff and volunteers
the recognition they deserve,
provide excellent exposure, increases
the appeal of attractions, builds
reputation, increases credibility with
customers and suppliers, are great
for teammorale and rewards their
success and generates positive PR
and brand recognition.
The closing date for entries is

6pm onMonday, November 16.
Entries should bemade at www.hra.
uk.com/2021-hra-awards
The awards will be presented to the

winners at the HRA annual general
meeting and spring conference in
York during the day onMarch 3, or
maybe at a later date subject to any
Covid-19 restrictions that may be in
place at that time.
Because of the pandemic, the usual

evening HRA dinner will not be going
ahead, but it is intended that the
event will return in 2022.

Entries invited for
HRA 2021 awards
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Thenewdeck forBridge341on itswayby road from

Quorn&Woodhouse stationyard.GCR

Trackmatswere laidon the field leading toBridge

341, toallow the transport carrying theolddeck to

bebroughtoutonSeptember2.GCR

Carefully does it: the newbridge deck lifted on

to the abutments using aMammoet crane on

September 10. GCR

GCR loses bid for Lottery help –
and launches its own SOS fund
ByRobinJones

THEGreatCentralRailway launched itsownemergency
appeal tohelp it survivethecoronaviruspandemic–at
thesametimethat itheardthat itsbid for£250,000
fromtheNationalHeritageLotteryFundhadbeen
turneddown.
Railway officials were told on August 26 that

the bid for themoney from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund’s (NLHF) Heritage Emergency Fund,
which has bailed out several other railways with
similar large amounts, has failed.
GCRmanaging director Michael Gough said:“This

is another bitter blow from the NLHF – they don’t
seem to like us verymuch, having turned us down
for the (Leicester North)museumgrant three years
ago, and now this.

Shock
“I amstunned, tobefrank–thebidwasaccompaniedby
avery thoroughcash flowanalysis; Iwassurethat they
wouldseehowwearerunningoutof fundsandwould
havehelpedusthis time.
“Forme, it really brings into perspective, and a

stark comparison, the generosity of the folk who
come here, enjoy the heritagewe are protecting and
write in, enclosing a £10 donation to help us.”
The railway’s own appeal is intended not only to

cover the shortfall in income during the lockdown
period, which began onMarch 23 and lasted until
late July, but also to allow the railway to continue
with essential works, not least of all the £250,000
replacement of Bridge 341. The bridge crosses a
farm track north of Quorn &Woodhouse station
and the deck, which ismore than 120 years old, was
deemed to be life expired, and in late August and
September was replaced.
After the last services on Sunday, August 30,

the bridgewas taken out of use for the following
fortnight. The deck, whichwasmanufactured at
Cleveland Bridge’s works in Darlingtonwas craned
out and its new replacement was taken on a
48-wheeled self-propelledmodular transporter from
its temporary home in Quorn &Woodhouse station
yard across themainWoodhouse Road. Taken by
road and across the field over which trackmate had
been laid leading to the bridge, it was lifted into

position on the abutments by expert contractors.
The bridge replacement took 29weeks from the

time that the problemwith the deckwas identified,
to the installation of the replacement, including
specification, full design, tendering, ordering,
manufacturing, removal, installation and all track
and signalling removal and reconnection.
In themeantime, the railway operated bargain-

price railcar services at the southern end of the line,
from Rothley to Leicester North (still closed due
to the city’s Covid-19 lockdown) and back before
taking theMountsorrel branch fromNunckley Hill
on August 31 and the following twoweekends.

Infrastructure
Furthermore, funding isneededforworksatQuorn
&Woodhousestation, includingcarpark resurfacing,
continuationof theconversionof the formergoodsshed
intoaclassroomandeducationcentre,andworkonthe
tree linewhichborders thestation.
Also, a significant amount of fencing along the line

needs to be renewed or reinstated.
A GCR statement said:“The railway commenced

2020 on a firm financial footing after a successful
2019. At the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis, the
railway’s managementmade a conscious decision
not tomount a crisis appeal similar to that launched
by other heritage railways, in order to avoid
detracting donations away from our other appeals,
such as that for the locomotive works. However,
as the crisis has gone on, funds set aside formany
other planned projects have been used up for vital
day-to-day cash flow.
Michael added: “The enforced closure has

impactedmassively on our operations and
available cash flow.We are, however, committed
to ensuring that as we expand our activities for the
remainder of the year as best we can, whilst giving
our customers the authentic heritage experience
they have come to expect, it is in an environment
that is safe for staff and visitors alike.
“A successful appeal will help to ensure that all

of our operations are well maintained andwe can
enter into 2021with renewed hope for our future
and the preservation of our heritage.
➜Donationscanbemadeatwww.gcrailway.co.uk/

emergency-project-appeal/

Popular Welshpool GM set to retire
ByGarethEvans

THEWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway
(WLLR) is recruitinganewgeneral
manager after current incumbent
Charles Spencer announcedhisplan to
retireonMarch31, 2021, after six years
in thepost.
Admitting the news was not a

complete surprise,WLLR chairman
Steve Clews said: “While his
impending departure has been
greeted with sadness by manyWLLR
members and supporters, Charles
said right from the start that he
would be in position for only four
to five years, dependent upon his

personal situation and commitments.
Therefore, I am actually thinking of
this as us having had an extra year.
“Charles has made a huge

contribution over the last five years
to moving theWLLR to another level.”
Charles first encountered theWLLR

while on holiday from his native
Canada, where he had enjoyed a
high-level career in central banking.
He was encouraged to join the line’s
volunteers and after retiring from
his career, trained and qualified as a
locomotive fireman.When theWLLR
general manager role became vacant,
Charles applied for and secured the
post, trustees being particularly

impressed with his experience of
managing large volunteer projects.
Charles himself stressed that his

decision to step down had been
made purely for family reasons and
his forthcoming retirement on the
Isle of Man, and he had no intention
of leaving theWLLR behind him. “I
still want to come back and shovel
coal in steam locomotives on a
regular basis,”he said.
“It was a great first five seasons and

a pity the sixth was hit by Covid-19.
Considering the circumstances
however, we will come to the end
of this year in remarkably good
financial shape thanks to the support

of volunteers, staff, members and
donors, and that’s a great position in
which to leave the railway.”
➜Seeadvertisementonpage37 for

moredetails about the role.

Welshpool&Llanfair LightRailway

generalmanagerCharles Spencer.

ANDREWCHARMAN
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AONCE-in-a-lifetimechance to

visit Britain’smost secretheritage

locomotive collection isbeing

auctioned tohelp theValeofRheidol

Railway (VoR) survive the impactof

theCovid-19pandemic.

Two guided tours, for two people,

at the railway’s Surrey store,

for long known as‘Collection X’

because the 40-plus itemswere

nevermade available for public

viewing by the late Peter Rampton,

who amassed steam locomotives

and historic carriages from across

theworld to save them from

scrapping, are on offer to the

highest bidder.

The tourswill be conducted

byVoR chairman and CEO

RobGambrill.

Also in the auction are two

behind-the-scenes tours of the

sheds at Aberystwyth and Capel

Bangor, where further locomotives

from‘Collection X’will be unveiled,

inmany cases for the first time

since they arrived in Britain. These

opportunitieswill be guided by

VoRmanager and chiefmechanical

engineer Llyr Ap Iolo.

Experiences
Two full-dayexperiences riding

on the footplateof an iconicVoR

2-6-2Tarealsobeingoffered,

including the chance to join the crew

duringpreparationanddisposal of

the locomotive.

Also available is the chance to

ride the length of the railway on the

footplate of immaculately restored

Quarry Hunslet 0-4-0STMargaret.

One trip (on a set date inMay)will

be aboard the positioningmove

fromAberystwyth toDevil’s Bridge

where the locomotive traditionally

spends the summer on‘Driver for a

Fiver’duties. The secondwill be the

Septembermove back down the

line to Aberystwyth.

Other unique trips include a full-

line return journey for two people

in theVoR’s Permaquip permanent

way vehicle, reserving a private

carriage (with seating for up to

35) for a round tripwith the train

carrying a personalised headboard,

and two guards experience days

accompanying a guard from

morning preparation to returning

the carriages to the shed at the end

of the day.

Further special experiences

available include a guided journey

over the line for up to five people

with Ioan Lord, director of the

WelshMines PreservationTrust, an

expert on the richmining heritage

of the area around the railway and

the author of the authoritative

work RichMountains of Lead.

Two personalised signed copies

of Ioan Lord’s book are available

in separate lots, as are two

similarly personalised copies of a

forthcoming book featuring 450

pages of previously unpublished

photographs. Due for release in

November, it is heralded to be

themost comprehensive history

of theVale of Rheidol Railway

yet published.

Photography
Twoexclusiveguidedphotography

opportunitiesduringa two-train

timetableday,withaccess to lineside

locationsnormallyonly accessible

duringphoto charters aspart of a

trackwalk, arealsoonoffer.

The on-line auction began on

September 25 and runs until

December 18.

➜For full details and toplace

bids, visitwww.32auctions.com/

rheidolrailway

SINCE restarting its services following
lockdown, the Great Central Railway
has limited its passenger trains to
starting at Quorn &Woodhouse and
running nonstop round trips from
there to Leicester North, with the
empty carriages being deep cleaned
while being hauled from Quorn to

Loughborough and back between
public trips.
The arrangementwill remain in place

during the foreseeable future due
to pandemic restrictions. However,
following the rebuilding of Bridge
341 and its reopening on September
19, dining trainswill start again from

Loughborough and offer return trips
over the full length of the line. A
spokesman said that this exception
was beingmade because dinerswould
not pass each otherwhile getting
on and off the train and so social
distancingwould bemaintained.
Loughborough’s locomotive

department has produced a plastic
screen which will shield diners at each
table. Due to each First Open carriage
being reduced to amaximum of 28
passengers, the dining trains are now
being strengthened to three.
➜Details of the dining trains can

be found at www.gcrailway.co.uk/

LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45305AldermanA.E.Draperheads
outof Loughboroughwithanempty stockworking to
Quorn&WoodhouseonAugust30.ALANWEAVER

GCR dining trains running again from Loughborough

View Britain’s ‘secret’ loco collection – and keep the Rheidol running
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Steed to the rescue: tied to the trackat theStaplefordMiniatureRailway,MrsPeel (DianaRigg) inher leather catsuit is
rescuedat the lastminuteby fellowsecret agent JohnSteed (PatrickMacnee) after 4-4-2No. 750 isbrought toa
grindinghalt onlya few feetaway, ina1965episodeof TheAvengers seenbymillionsof viewers in theUKandUSA. PA

Diana Rigg’s ‘risque’ TV
scene remembered by
Stapleford Railway
ByRobinJones

THE10¼ingaugeStaplefordMiniature
Railway found itself thruston to theworld
stage followingthedeathofactressDiana
Rigg–whowasoncestrappedto the line
asasteamlocomotiveboredownonher.
The scene was part of an episode

from a 1965 episode of The Avengers,
the ABCTelevision series that made
Rigg a household name as secret
agent Emma Peel and a Sixties TV icon
to rival the Beatles.
In the episode The Gravediggers,

Rigg, wearing her trademark
catsuit, was rescued in the nick of
time by her colleague John Steed,
(Patrick Macnee) seconds before the
locomotive arrived.
Friends of StaplefordMiniature

Railway spokesman Nigel Spencer said
that the episode was considered to be
“risqué” in its day and ABC“got a lot of
flack”as a result of the steamy scene.
The episode related how Steed and

Mrs Peel were investigating a plot to
sabotage the UK’s radar system, and

their investigations led them to a
home for retired railwaymen.
Mrs Peel was strapped to the

track while Steed clashedwith the
‘enemy’on board themoving train.
The actors in the episode were given
a crash course in driving the line’s
locomotives beforehand.

Motive power
The locomotive,MidlandRailway4-4-2
No.750BlancheofLancaster,wasbuiltby
DavidCurwen in1948and isnowpartof
the fleetat theBickingtonSteamRailway
atTragoMills shoppingcentrenear
NewtonAbbot, andhasmadeoccasional
visitsback toStapleford.
The iconic image appeared in several

newspapers around the world the day
after Rigg’s death at her London home
on September 10, at the age of 82.
Dame Enid Diana Elizabeth Rigg

DBE appeared in The Avengers from
1965 until October 1967, when she left
to pursue other projects. In her first
series in The Avengers, at one time
she threatened to quit after learning

that she was being paid less than the
cameraman andwanted the same rate
as her co-star. The show’s producers
gave in, if only because of its huge
popularity in the USA. Rigg and
Macnee remained lifelong friends.
Her acting career had begun in

theatre, making her professional
stage debut in 1957 in The Caucasian
Chalk Circle, and joined the Royal
Shakespeare Company in 1959. After
The Avengers, she played Countess
Teresa di Vicenzo, wife of James Bond
(George Lazenby) in On Her Majesty’s
Secret Service in 1969.
She appeared in numerous TV series,

films and productions, including the
title role in the ancient Greek tragedy
Medea for which she won the 1994
Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play.
She wasmade a CBE in 1988 and a
Dame in 1994 for services to drama.
More recently, she played Olenna

Tyrell in Game of Thrones between
2013-17 andMrs Pomphrey in the
Channel 5 remake of All Creatures
Great and Small this year.

The StaplefordMiniature Railway
started out in 1958 as a short line to
carry visitors from Stapleford Park car
park to Lord Gretton’s stately home
near MeltonMowbray, and quickly
expanded due to its popularity.

Operations
The railway stopped runningwhen the
park closed itsdoors to thepublic in
1982,butwas restoredbyanewly-
formedFriendsgroup in theNineties and
began runningagain in1995. Popmogul
PeteWatermanopenedanewstation
in2008.
Fans of The Avengers today visit the

railway to see where the scene was
filmed. The railway was presented with
a commemorative steel plate by ACC
tomark the spot.
Running for nearly twomiles

through the landscaped parkland,
the railway opens twice per year to
the public, on the secondweekend in
June and the three-day August bank
holiday. However, all events have been
cancelled this year due to Covid-19.

Theplaquemarking the spoton the

StaplefordMiniatureRailwaywhere

the scenewithDianaRiggwas filmed

onApril 4, 1965. SMR
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Fundraising push to see
The Earl back in 2021
ByGarethEvans

AMARATHONefforthas seenWelshpool
&Llanfair LightRailway (WLLR) raise
£95,000 in just threemonths to
complete themandatory10-year
overhaulof its original BeyerPeacock
0-6-0TNo. 822TheEarl.
As previously reported, the

overhaul of the 1902-built
locomotive was started in June 2019.
With the Montgomeryshire line’s own
workshops focused on the rebuilding
of its powerful 0-8-0T No. 699.01
Sir Drefaldwyn, a large legacy of
unassigned funding allowed the
contract for overhauling The Earl to
be awarded to the Vale of Rheidol
Railway (VoR) at Aberystwyth.
However, the Covid-19 crisis and

resultant closure of theWLLR over
the first four months of the 2020
season put significant pressure on
the railway’s finances. This raised the
prospect of having to ask the VoR to
suspend the overhaul, which was half
complete at the time the pandemic
closed the workshops in March.
By June, the success of theWLLR’s

‘Tracks to Recovery’appeal, which
in less than three months raised
more than £55,000 to help meet
the line’s fixed costs during closure,
encouraged the line to repurpose

the appeal to ‘Keep The Earl on
Track’with a minimum £30,000
target to complete the locomotive’s
rolling chassis.
However, in a three-month

periodmembers and supporters
of the line have raised the entire
£95,000, enablingmanagement to
authorise the overhaul to proceed to
completion when the VoR’s workshop
in Aberystwyth reopens, which is
expected to be in November.
“We are absolutely delighted

with the success of the appeal and
very grateful to all those whomade
contributions,” saidWLLR spokesman
Andrew Charman.

Resources
“HavingTheEarlback in time for the
majorityof the2021 season is essential
toourplans fornext year, particularly
as sister locomotiveNo. 823Countess
reaches its 10-yearoverhaulpoint early
next year.
“Our friends at the VoR completing

The Earlwill allow our own
mechanical engineering department
to concentrate on completing
the restoration of Sir Drefaldwyn,
the work on which has suffered
frommany delays,not least due to
Covid-19.”
With The Earl, Sir Drefaldwyn and

0-6-2T Zillertal – which is on hire from
Austria’s Zillertalbahn – on the roster
in 2021, theWLLR should be able to
offer visitors three contrasting but
equally interesting types of motive
power on their trains.
Meanwhile, at Tanllan carriage

works, former Zillertalbahn coach
No. B14 has been receiving a
much-needed refurbishment and a
repaint. The railway’s Plasser tamper
has also been under overhaul at
Llanfair workshop.
➜OffTheShelf, page87.

WhileBeyerPeacockNo. 822TheEarl is nowset tobeback in traffic in2021after

overhaul at theValeofRheidolRailway, sister 0-6-0TNo. 823Countess reaches its

10-yearoverhaulpoint earlynext year.Countess is pictured crossing theBanwy

bridgeheading toLlanfair CaereiniononSeptember5,witha train fromCastle

Caereinion–only selected trips currentlywork toWelshpool. JOHN TITLOW

Thanks to their compartment layout, theSittingbourne&KemsleyLight

Railway’s formerChattenden&UpnorRailway carriageshaveallowed

operations to resume inaCovid-19 safemanner.GARETH EVANS

Chattenden compartment coaches safeguard Sittingbourne services
ByGarethEvans

WHENtheywerebuilt in1941, three

bogiecarriagesplayed theirpart in

thewareffort–and79years later,

they’rehelpingtomaintainpassenger

servicesontheSittingbourne&

KemsleyLightRailway (SKLR)ata

timewhenthecountryattempts to

dealwith theCovid-19crisis.

Constructed new for the

Admiralty’s 2ft 6in gauge

Chattenden&Upnor Railway (later

named the LodgeHill &Upnor

Railway by theNavy), the carriages

were preservedby theWelshpool

& Llanfair Light Railway (WLLR) in

1963.Modifications undertaken

by theWLLR included the fitment

of doors – the vehicles originally

being referred to as‘toast racks’.

Purchasedby the SKLR in 1978,

they augmented the line’s original

Bowatersworkmen’s carriages.

Layout
In 2020however, theChattenden

carriageshaveprovedvital to the

operationof theSKLR, havingdoors

for eachcompartment.TheBowaters

coaches cannot support social

distancingdue to their openplan

layout and longitudinal bench seats.

Of the SKLR’s four Chattenden

carriages, No. 204 is undergoing

rebuilding,while Nos. 196, 199

and200 are in traffic. No. 200 has

this year beenmodified to have

full dividingwalls between each

compartment.

Askedhow the services have

performed, an SKLR spokesman

said:“Over 270 compartments

were sold inAugust, with

more passengers travelling on

Wednesdays this year than last.

Passenger numberswere down

on Sundays but that is because

we canonly operate three trains

per day compared to last year’s six

train service.

“Due to this success, wehave

extendedoperations to every

Sunday in September.Wemay

even run inOctober. However, we

will reviewbookings, theweather

forecast and relevant Covid-19

restrictions later thismonth

beforemaking the decision to

remain open.

“Pre-booking is essential because

we only have three trains per day

with 12 compartments per train to

ensure safe social distancing. Each

compartment can carry up to six

passengers, such as a family of two

adults and four children.We ask

for nomore than four adults per

compartment though please. Each

compartment costs £20.”

Reservations
Compartmentbookings closeat5pm

thedaybefore the trainsoperate.To

book tickets, visitwww.sklr.net

On themotive power front, former

DeanHill Royal Naval Armaments

DepotHunslet 4wDHBartonHall

is beingpaintedblack.The diesel

locomotive came to the SKLR in

2004 after a spell at theWLLR and

was subsequently purchasedby the

friendly Kent heritage line.

Public services are currently being

operated byKerr Stuart 0-4-2STs

LeaderandMelior.
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THEDepartment forTransporthasnamedjustone

heritage line in its listof10schemeswhichhave

passedthefirst roundof its£500millionrailway

fundingcompetition.

As reported in issue 268,Transport forGreater

Manchester (TfGM)hasbeenawarded£50,000by

theGovernment’s RestoringYour Railway Fund,

to investigate thepossibility of running regular

services betweenBury andRochdale.

The East Lancashire Railway (ELR) has said that

sucha revivalwouldnot affect is heritage services,

andwould see anew tram linebuilt alongside its

line fromCastleton Junction toHeywood,maybe

usinghydrogen-fuelled trains.

A spokesman said that a secondphaseof the

scheme further into the future could see the trams

share the ELR linebetweenHeywoodandapoint

near the former Bury (Knowle Street) station, in

order to avoid the expenseof buildinga second rail

crossingof theM66motorway.

However, the ELR’s core tourist train business

is between Bury (Bolton Street) and Rawtenstall,

and the Heywood branch is not used by

heritage services in the week.

Theother successful bids listed in September

comprisepassenger services betweenLeicester

andBurton, Clitheroe andHellifield, Sheffield and

Chesterfield via BarrowHill, alongwith reopened

stations atMeir near Stoke-on-Trent,Wellington

andCullompton, anda restoredpassing loopon the

Watford Junction-StAlbansAbbey line, plus new

services on theTotton-Fawley line, the reopeningof

brancheson the Isle ofWight andanewstation at

Lydeway, to serveDevizes.

Schemes ruledout this time includeRowsley

toBuxton;Oswestry toGobowen; Eridge to

TunbridgeWells; BodminParkway toWadebridge;

WymondhamtoDereham;NewtonAbbot

toHeathfield; Lewes toUckfield;Tavistock

toOkehampton; Stratford-upon-Avon to

Honeybourne; Beverley toYork; andnewstations

for incoming servicesGoodringtonandChurstonon

theDartmouthSteamRailway.

Themoneygiven to each successful schemecan

nowbeused todevelop abusiness casewith the

backingof local politicians andbusiness groups.

East Lancashire is sole heritage railway in
Government‘reverse Beeching’shortlist

Lambton0-6-2TNo. 29 crossesThomasonFoss

viaductwithaNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway

passenger serviceonSeptember17.MICHAEL

ANDERSON

ThreeMinehead chairmen united
against “hostile takeover”
ByRobin Jones

ALLTHREE servingWest Somerset
Railway chairmenhave issueda joint
endorsementofwhat they seeas the
bestway forward for the line in the
faceofwhathasbeendescribedas an
attempted“hostile takeover”.
The Heritage Railway Association’s

John Bailey, who produced a recent
report, Peaceful Somerset, which
recommended a new controlling
membership charity for the railway,
was called back as an independent
assessor for an ‘amicable’meeting on
September 15, between Jonathan
Jones-Pratt, chairman of theWest
Somerset Railway plc (WSR), hisWest
Somerset Railway Association Ltd
(WSRA) counterpart Mike Sherwood
and Chris Austin, who heads the
West Somerset Steam Railway
Trust (WSSRT). John Bailey was
asked to evaluate the trio’s shared
vision of the best way of securing a
harmonious future for the railway.

Proposal
Themeetingwashelddays after the
WSRcontactedall plc shareholders,
volunteers, staff and supporters
claiming that“ahostile takeover
campaign isbeingundertakenbya
small groupofpeople seeking to take
over as trusteesof theWSSRT”whose
purposeappeared to seek to takeover
theactivitiesof the charity at its next
annualgeneralmeeting.
TheWSR plc communication

said: “The takeover proposal would
result in the effective destruction
of the steam trust, so risking the
future of the projects it has so
successfully carried out to date. It
would create huge uncertainty for
its members too, all of whom have
laboured successfully and hard to:
restore historic GWR coach No. 6705;
transform the Gauge Museum at
Bishops Lydeard; and engage with
local schools.
“SteamTrust volunteers, who just

want to get on with the work they
enjoy doing in support of the railway,
would end up as collateral damage
in this plan.”
The communication was issued in

response to a notice issued by the
‘rebel’group of what was originally
14 (but subsequently 10) prospective
trustees, which called on theWSRA
andWSSRT to hold a two-day
conference by the end of October,
attended by representatives of all
WSR interest groups, internal and
external stakeholders, to chart a path
to implement the recommendations
of the Bailey report. In particular,
it called for a single supervening
charity by merging theWSRA and
WSSRT, withWSR plc as the operating
company sitting within that single
charity, with the aim of achieving it
by the end of March.
However, John Bailey said: “The

urgency for the three chairmen’s
agreement is the recently-
announced plan by a group planning

a confrontational Trojan horse
manoeuvre. It envisages encouraging
like-minded cohorts to join the
WSSRT, so increasing the likelihood
that the current trustees can be
overwhelmed and a merger with the
WSRA can be forced through.
“My recent report envisaged a new

controlling membership charity for
the railway. It is wrongly portrayed by
some as recommending a merger of
theWSRA andWSSRT. The railway has
an unenviable history of internecine
warfare and power struggles
amongst its constituent groups.
“Put simply – there are two options,

Evolution or revolution?

Progress
“Evolution involvesmovingasquickly
aspossible to createanewcharity.
Althoughprogressmight appear slow,
a lothasbeengoingonbehind the
scenes.Thekey to rapidprogress is
securinggrants tohelpwith thecosts
involved.Thosedesperate formore
rapidprogress could really helpdrive
changebydirecting their skills and
energy in that endeavour.
“No one should be under any

doubt that evolution is not a
‘rearranging of the deck chairs’.
Individuals have different skills.
Some will be more appropriate to
the railway operating subsidiary than
running a charity.
“It is immensely encouraging that

all three chairmen agree that the
WSR is not their personal fiefdom.

Somehow critics of the plc and the
charities have ascribed unpopular
(but often necessary) decisions to
individuals. Each of those bodies has
a board with collective responsibility.
“Revolution is the plan recently-

proposed by the group seeking
to take over theWSSRT in order to
dominate the plc. It’s far from clear
that’s achievable.
“It would require acquiescence

by the plc.Why would the board
agree to transfer the plc agreements
withWSSRT to a hostile merged
charity? If, despite such obvious
barriers, the plan were to succeed,
those newly in charge might find
external confidence has evaporated.
They inherit a desert, where they
would be duty bound to put the plc
into administration.
“I’m convinced theWSR community

deserves better than that.”
John’s conclusion, endorsed by all

three chairman and recommended
to their boards, is to “opt
for evolution.”
He added: “The alternative may

look superficially attractive, but in
truth, it is a snare and a delusion.”
➜The total amount raisedby the

railway and its supportingbodies,

plus the recentNationalHeritage

Lottery Fund£28,700Heritage

Emergency Fundgrant to theWSSRT,

has nowexceeded£280,000more

than55%of theoriginal £500,000

target.Todonate, visitwww.west-

somerset-railway.co.uk/donations
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Socially-distanced Ffestiniog Bygones
event replaces Victorian weekend
THEFfestiniog&WelshHighland
Railways (Ff&WHR)has replaced its
popular annualVictorianVintage
Weekendwitha simpler andmore
socially-distancedBygonesWeekend.
The October 9-11 event will still

include the official naming of Large
England 0-4-0STT No. 5Welsh Pony

on Saturday, October 10 as intended,
but the ceremony at Ddualt will now
be by invitation only.
The weekend will also still feature

many of the familiar aspects of the
railway’s usual vintage weekends,
in particular passenger and goods
trains running to a fairly intensive
timetable, but with seats on all
services pre-booked, in the same
way as the current service trains to
Tan-y-Bwlch.
Fewer seats than normal

will be available due to social
distancing requirements.
The BygonesWeekend will not

be a costumed event and there
will be no sideshows or stalls. Strict
Covid-19 compliant measures will
be in place, with visitors asked to
bring their face coverings, and access
to main stations will be limited to
ticket holders.

Review
Astatement fromthe railway said:
“2020hasnot turnedout thewayany
ofuswouldeverhaveexpected–and
it has requiredus to continually review
ourplans for train services andevents.
However,wewill bedoingour verybest
to layonaweekend thatmaximises
theenjoymentofour railway’s rich
heritageaswebring thepast to life,
2020 fashion!”

It had been hoped to have Quarry
Hunslet 0-4-0ST No. 855 of 1904 Hugh
Napier running at the event, but its
major overhaul will not be completed
in time.
HughNapier had been a long-time

resident of the National Trust’s (NT)
Penrhyn Castle Railway Museum, but
later went on loan to the Ff&WHR. In
2018, the railway reached agreement
with the NT to keep HughNapier on
the line for the next 10 years with
the Ff&WHR covering the 10-year
overhaul of the boiler.
The overhaul was scheduled for

2021, but with funds and space
available at Boston LodgeWorks due
to the Covid-19 lockdown, it was
decided to begin the job early.

The strip downwas completed in
July and the boiler was inspected.
No work was required other than
a retube, which has now been
completed. The tubes were very thin
at the smokebox end and heavily
pitted inside the boiler. However,
replacements were fitted and the
hydraulic test of the boiler was due
in mid-September. A major overhaul
of the wheelsets, horns and slidebars
has also been completed.
The locomotive will be outshopped

in its current original style black
livery. It is planned to use Hugh
Napier on autumnworks trains.
➜Tobook seatsonanyof theBygones

Weekend trains, passengersmust call

thebookingofficeon01766516024.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! £21
SEE

P30 FOR
DETAILS

FROM
ONLY

READ THESE ISSUES AND
HUNDREDSMORE IN THE

classicmagazines.co.uk/rmarchive

LMSPacificNo. 6201PrincessElizabeth is seenatGarsdalebattlingagainst thewindon the climb toAisGill summithauling

the ‘NorthernBelle’ fromPreston toGarsdale and returnonSeptember19.KALLUMBUCKLEY

OnSeptember12,newly-restoredLargeEngland0-4-0STTNo.5WelshPony ran

toBeddgelert for the first time inmore than80years.AlongwithdoubleFairlie

No. 10MerddinEmrys, it hauledanine-coachWelshHighlandRailwaySociety

members’ special fromPorthmadog toBeddgelert.CHRIS PARRY

THEDownpatrick&County

DownRailwayhasbeenawarded

£60,000 fromTheNational

LotteryHeritageFund’sHeritage

EmergencyFund,whichaimed

tohelpheritageorganisations

affectedby the impactof

Covid-19.

The grantwill be used to carry

out vital repairs and protect the

buildings and rolling stock of

the railway from the impact of

the enforced closure to visitors,

by improving security, aswell

as ensuring the line is safe to

return to operationswhen the

Covid-19 situation allows.

Chairman, Robert Gardiner,

said:“This is the best newswe

have had forweeks andwill

bewarmly appreciated by

everyonewho visits, volunteers

or works here.We are looking

forward to the daywe can

once again open our doors to

the public.”

Crich tram
linedup for
£373k rebuild
CRICHTramwayVillage is set to

embarkona£373,000project

to restorea1930sBlackpool

CorporationTramways tramcar.

Car No. 298 tramcarwas

withdrawn from service in

Blackpool in October 1974 and

was acquired for preservation

by earlymembers of the

TramwayMuseumSociety. A

fund for its restorationwas

subsequently started, with

work carried out at various

locations in the northwest over

the following two decades.

Itmoved to Crich in 2006.

TheTramwayMuseumSociety

has signed a contract to

restore the tram and finance is

being provided the Blackpool

Railcoach Fund and theTramcar

SponsorshipOrganisation.

Emergency
lifeline for
Downpatrick&
CountyDown
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Neveragain?

SimonTurner

prepareshimself

for the saleof a

FlyingScotsman

nameplateathis

GWRAauction

inPershoreon

November17,

2018. Theplate

sold for aworld

record£64,500,

butwill there

everbeanother

railwayana

auction in front

of a saleroom

audience?Flanking

SimonareMark

Templeman (left),

whowas co-

ordinatingonline

bidding, and

auctioneer’s clerk

BryanBoskett.

GEOFF COURTNEY

Collectors’ fears grow that
live saleroom railwayana
auctions will never return
EXCLUSIVE

ByGeoffCourtney

WILL thereeverbeanother specialist
railwayanaauction in frontofa saleroom
audience?That is thequestionvexing
manywithin themovementas the
Covid-19pandemiccontinues tohave
adebilitatingeffectoneveryday life
throughout thecountry.
Prior to the start of lockdown on

March 23, live railwayana auctions
were a central and – tomany –
unmissable part of collectors’
calendars. For some it was a social
occasion, for others a chance to buy
or sell, for dealers an opportunity to
place their wares in front of an eager
public, and for the auction houses
themselves it was obviously a vital
element of their business.
Nobody queried their value, but

Covid-19 has changed all that, as it
has in somany walks of life. Many
collectors, especially the elderly, are
reluctant to venture far, and certainly
not if it entails mixing closely with
others, even those they knowwell
and whose company they often
seek, while the auction houses have
been forced to introduce a new style
of selling.
This new style, which varies from

auction house to auction house but
is based on the internet, entailed
early tentative steps accompanied
by unease and doubts whether the
chosen formula would work. Unease
and doubt have, however, been
replaced by a belief, bordering on a
conviction, that it does indeedwork,
to such an extent that it has thrown
an enquiring spotlight firmly on the
traditional way of auctioneering.
One of the factors behind what may

be considered a revolution is that
the generation of steam railwayana
collectors which has held sway for so
long is having to share the platform
with IT-savvy diesel, and, to a lesser
extent, electric traction, enthusiasts.
That would have happened Covid-19
or not, for it is easy to forget that the
early main line diesels started arriving
enmassemore than 60 years ago.
For Great Central Railwayana –

the auction house that also owns
Sheffield Railwayana, Paddington
Ticket Auctions and Railwayana.net –
it is a case of wait and see.
Auctioneer and director Mike Soden

said: “We are fully committed to the
principle of live public auctions, but
wewill resume only when it is entirely

safe to do so and collectors are
comfortable attending.”
Great Central has replaced its

quarterly 500-lot live audience sales
at Stoneleigh Park with a consecutive
run of fortnightly 80-lot internet,
email, telephone and postal auctions,
and of theseMike said: “These are
continuing to be a highly successful
substitute for live events, and
provide interest for collectors on a
regular basis.”

Watershed event
SimonTurnerofGWRailwayanahas
replacedhis liveaudiencesalesat
PershoreHighSchoolwithanaudience
that is sittingathomeand isable tobid
liveon twoonlineplatformsaccessible
by laptop, smartphoneor tablet,while
heconductsproceedings fromhisown
sitting room.Additionalbidding isalso
availablebyemail orpost.
Asked whether Pershore would

ever again host one of his auctions in
front of a saleroom audience, he was
uncommitted and cautious, and said
his next main sale on November 14
may be a watershed event.
“Our first new-style sale on July 25

was a fantastic success, and there
wasn’t a single negative comment
about it not being held in the
traditional way with a live audience in
a saleroom. I firmly believe that such
live audience sales won’t be possible
even next year, as we usually get up

to 500 people in a fairly restricted
environment, and limiting the
number of attendees would not be
possible. Our November 14 auction
will be identical to our July 25 sale,
and if it is as successful it will be a
difficult call.”
Great Northern Railwayana’s Dave

Robinson was the first to change
tack as soon as the lockdownwas
introduced, when he switched
his originally plannedMarch 28
live auction to a two-week postal,
email and telephone sale in early
April. Despite the success of
that rescheduled event, he was
unequivocal when speaking to
Heritage Railway that he would return
to live audience saleroom auctions at
their previous Poynton Leisure Centre
venue as soon as he could.
“They worked well before the

coronavirus outbreak, and as far as I
am concerned, if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it. At themoment the new style
works well because of the climate
surrounding coronavirus and all
the guidelines, but whenwe return
to some form of normality, be that
next spring or whenever, I believe
collectors will want to return to
live auctions.”
Talisman Railwayana’s Roger

Phipps said the success of his August
telephone, email and postal auction,
as reported in this issue’s railwayana
column, had left him and his wife

Sandra with“some serious head-
scratching”due to the take being
more than comparable with what
was normally achieved at his live
Newark sales.
“The outlay at our live events,

including two-day room hire, staff
wages, overnight stock, transit and
public liability insurance, and van hire,
leads us to look very closely at our
future plans. Covid-19 has changed
everyone’s methods of operation, and
unless we receive complete assurance
that the epidemic has passed, we
will carry on with the style of our
August auction.
“Our November sale, and probably

our auction next March, will be
run as per our August sale, and our
postponed Lincolnshire event will
probably be our only attempt at a
live audience auction next year, on a
date to be decided. These are strange
times for the railwayana fraternity,
who rely on live auctions for social
interaction, and we have concerns
that it may not fully recover.”
Roger’s wordsmaymake sad

reading for many collectors, whowill
also be fearful of Simon’s“watershed
event” in November, but they
may take succour fromMike’s and
Dave’s comments.
The jury is still out on the issue, and

will probably be so into next year.
Meanwhile, it may be worth collectors
brushing up on their IT skills.
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Lincolnshire Coast Light
Railway marks 60th
anniversary of opening
ByRobinJones

DESPITE theCovid-19pandemichaving
scuppered itsplanned60thanniversary
eventand left thepresent-dayoperation
closed for theseason, theLincolnshire
CoastLightRailway (LCLR)– the first in
theworld tobebuiltbyvolunteersona
green field site–nonethelesscelebrated
thathistoricopeningday.
The original LCLR opened at

Humberston, linking the beach
and the Fitties holiday camp, on
August 27, 1960. In 1985, it had to
move and reopened 42miles away
at the SkegnessWater Leisure Park
in Ingoldmells in 2009. However,
the railway was able to privately
re-create the opening train of 1960
with the sameMotor-Rail Simplex
4wDMNo. 3995 of 1927 Paul and
socially-distanced volunteers from
the railway staff.
Passengers could not be carried

because the railway remains closed,
but its spokesman John Chappell
said: “The LCLR has survived closure,
a long period in storage and lengthy
rebuilding, to be recognised as the
world’s pioneering heritage line of its
type. The volunteers were determined
tomark this moment in the world’s
railway history by re-creating the
scene from that same date 60
years ago.”.
Richard Shepherd, chairman of the

Still polishing: that1962photograph re-createdonAugust27, 2020withChris

tidyingupanother earlyHumberston station sign, this timeatSkegness.MIKE

NEWBOLD/LCLR

Re-creating theearliestdays: a1962photograph froma localnewspaper showing

a then13-year-oldChrisBates (claimedat the time tobe theworld’s youngest

railway shareholder) cleaning the station signat the line’s originalHumberston

headquarters. LCLR ARCHIVES

Theoriginal openingphotograph fromAugust27, 1960: the first trainon the line

atHumberston, headedbySimplexNo. 1Paulandanopencoachbuilt on the

framesof aFirstWorldWarClassDwagon. Left to right areMrWoolhouseSenior,

founder the lateWilliamWoolhouse,MrsSCTovey (wifeofoneof theoriginal

directors,whoperformed theopening ceremony), directorsAnnRogers, Jeff

Rogers, andFredBoothby. Thedriver is JohnChapel and theboywith the flag,

GrahamBoothby.WILLIAMWOOLHOUSE COLLECTION/LCLR

LCLR Historic Vehicles Trust, said: “We
were determined to showwe are still
developing our railway, despite not
being able to operate public services
at themoment.We look forward to
welcoming passengers again when
we’re able to.”
The short original line of less than

amile was built with old rails and
rolling stock frommilitary lines
of theWestern Front which were
given a second life on the Nocton
Estates Railway, which carried
potatoes and sugar beet across the
Lincolnshire Fens.
As highlighted in issue 268, the

foresight of those early pioneers led
tomany similar heritage railways
being built around the world (as
distinct from reopening lines already
closed) andwhich, in many cases,
have become the bedrock of the local
tourist economy.
The second such line, the Ocean

Beach Railway, at Dunedin on New
Zealand’s South Island, was already
being built in 1960 and opened three
years later.
The planned series of events for

the 2020 season had also included
marking the 30th anniversary of
the opening of the SkegnessWater
Leisure Park, the 25th anniversary of
the adjacent Skegness Airfield, and
the Skegness ClassicWheels Show, all
which are now postponed until 2021.

The scene re-createdonAugust27, 2020at the railway’s currentbase inSkegness

Water LeisurePark: driverMickAllen (avolunteer sinceAugust29, 1960)with

original locomotivePaul,andvolunteersClaire Smith,GinaRoberts andCalvin

Roberts inopencarriageNo. 2572, converted fromaFirstWorldWarwagon: you

can still see the shrapnelholes causedbyGermanartillery.DAVE ENEFER/LCLR

S&DJR trackbedwalk launchedbetweenBurnhamandHighbridge
ANEW‘railwayheritagewalk’has

been launchedalong the former

routeof the Somerset&Dorset

Joint Railway linebetween

Burnham-on-Sea andHighbridge.

Two display boards were

ceremonially unveiled at

Highbridge station by local

councillors on August 28.

Thewalk starts fromBurnham’s

South Esplanade and passes

railwaymemorabilia such as

the buffers at the top of Pier

Street, a replica signalbox, the

station nameboard inOld Station

Approach and a replica signal.
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THEcompletionof the£2.3million,

18-monthrestorationof theEast

CoastMainLine’sMorpethstation

wasmarkedbyaceremonyon

September8.Thereopening

wasperformedbyAndySavage,

executivedirectorof theRailway

HeritageTrust.

Architect BenjaminGreen

designed theTudor-style building

for theYork, Newcastle&Berwick

RailwayCompanywhichopened

in 1847.

North Shields stonemasons

ClassicMasonry undertook the

restorationusing sandstone

specifiedby the stationproject

conservation architect JohnCurtis,

fromNapperArchitects.

TheNational LotteryHeritage

Fund contributed£790,000 to the

project,which sawmore than80

stones, someweighingnearly half

a ton, quarried fromOtterburn

inNorthumberland.

The 15 tall chimneyswhich

gave the station its distinctive

appearancehavebeen reinstated.

Before theproject began, the

buildingwasmostly empty. It now

has a newentrancehubaccessed

via the reopenedportico, and is

home to abookingoffice, cafe and

aguard’s van-style taxi office in the

forecourt. Internally, sevenoffices

havebeen created for useby small

businesses inwhatwaspreviously

unused space – six ofwhich are in

theprocess of being let.

Theboiler fromQ6No.63395was liftedatGrosmont

onSeptember7. IAN PEARSON/NELPG

Above: TheRailwayHeritageTrust

blueplaqueunveiledbyAndy

SavageonSeptember8.RHT

Right: The frontof revitalised

Morpeth station. RHT

NELPG targets a
2024 return for J72
ByGarethEvans

THENorthEasternLocomotivePreservationGroup
(NELPG) isaimingtohave itspopularLNERJ720-6-0T
No.69023 Joemback inactionby2024–and isasking
well-wishers tosupport itsappeal.
The overhaul, which is currently under way at

Hopetown carriageworks in Darlington, is expected
to cost £225,000. The 1951-built locomotive requires
a new copper tubeplate, new boiler barrel plating
and a new cylinder block.
In terms of funding, the project has got off to a

good start following the awarding of a £20,000 grant
towards the cost of the new cylinder block from
the Association for Industrial Archaeology (AIA).
Formed in 1973, the AIA is the national membership
organisation for people who share an interest in
Britain’s industrial past.
Additionally, Darlington Borough Council is

providing £10,000 under the Government’s
Discretionary Business Support Grant scheme to
support NELPG’s Hopetownworkshop activities
during the Covid-19 pandemic. This injection of
funds will be used for the J72’s overhaul.
The project has been further boosted after an

NELPGmember, whowishes to remain anonymous,
has offered, as a funding incentive, tomatch fund
all individual donations to the J72 appeal to the
tune of £20,000. It is hoped that by rising to this
challenge, a further £40,000 can be secured towards
the overhaul.

Donors in all categories, whowithin the three-year
overhaul contribute £500 ormore, will be invited
to the launch event, which is expected to be at a
heritage railway in the North East.
While donations of all amounts are of course

welcome, NELPG is invitingwell-wishers to sponsor
key components to help the project. These include
boiler stays at £25 each (there are 69 to renew);
tubes at £50 each (there are 139 to replace); the
casting andmachining of the new cylinder block
– 36 Shares at £500 each; painting the locomotive –
five shares at £1000 each; and a new smokebox for
£5000.

Progress
Inothernews, theboilerofLNERQ60-8-0No.63395
was lifted fromits framesonSeptember7.This followed
advice fromtheNorthYorkshireMoorsRailwaythatonce
services restartedpost lockdown, itwouldhavenoneed
for theQ6ontheservices itwas likely toberunning.
The NELPG therefore decided to bring forward

the boiler lift planned for this winter to enable
an external examination by the boiler inspector.
Following the resumption of limited volunteer
working parties, operating under strict Covid-19
control measures, activity has concentrated on
stripping down and preparing the locomotive for
the lift.
That took place successfully on September 7 at

Grosmont, with the assistance of some of themotive
power depot staff.

The boiler was sand blasted and washed out
ready for an NDT (Non-Destructive Testing) on
September 15, which was satisfactory in all
respects.
A boiler inspection was due to be carried out

before the end of the September. Subject to those
revealing no problems, the Q6 should then have a
boiler ticket valid until 2028, subject to the normal
annual examinations.
➜Donations totheJ72appeal canbemadeonline

atwww.nelpg.org.ukorusingadirectBACStransfer

to theNELPGbankaccountatBarclaysBank,account

No.40104442, sortcode20-62-09.Pleaseusethe

reference‘J72appeal’.

If you are sponsoringpart of theoverhaul,

please also sendyour selectionby email to richard.

wheeler@nelpg.org.uk

Morpeth’s classicTudor station restored

THEWestSomersetRailway

Association’sproject to restore

GWRsmallprairieNo.4561to

runningorder,hascarriedoffone

of fourNationalTransportTrust

CommemorativeAwards.

The associationwas

nominated for theAlanMoore

Award for the restorationof the

ex-Barry locomotivewhichhad

beenawaiting repairs on the line

since 1998.

InApril 2018, itwasdecided

toprioritise its restoration

atWillitonWorks by a team

of trained staff, volunteers

andapprentices.

The2-6-2Toffers a cheaper

alternative to someof the

larger locomotives as it ismore

efficient. Furthermore, running

its enginewould reduce the

cost of hiring locomotives for

the line, saving theorganisation

around£40,000-£50,000 a year.

Transport
Trust award
forMinehead
small prairie
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THIEVEShavestalledprogresson the
ChurnetValleyRailway’s (CVR)Leek
extensionbystealing£10,000worthof
difficult-to-replacesignallingequipment.
During September 5/6, thieves

forced their way into storage
containers in private sidings at
Kingsley & Froghall station by cutting
through three security locks to steal
the equipment, including items
intended for the extension.
The loss includes a large quantity

of interlocking equipment, which
prevents multiple routes being set by
the signalling system and therefore
protects trains frommeeting one
another on the same stretch of line.
With the number of mechanical signal
boxes decreasing on themain line in
recent years as they are replaced by

moremodern systems, the availability
of spares is decreasing significantly
and so the theft has come as amajor
blow to the line’s volunteers.

Impact
As the stolenequipment therefore
cannotbeboughtoff the shelf, the
railwaymustwait for completionof
upgradeprojectson themain line
fromwhichequipment removedcan
bepurchased.However,withother
heritage lines alsowanting similar
equipment, CVRofficials fear that they
couldbe forced towait over adecade
tobeable to replace the full amountof
stolen items.
An appeal to improve site security

including the installation of a new
CCTV system and a new fence has

been launched by the line’s charitable
supporting body, the North
Staffordshire Railway Company (1978)
Ltd, at membership-form.nsrailway.
co.uk/donations
A CVR statement said: “This all

comes at an increasingly difficult time
for the railway following the recent
enforced closure during the Covid-19
lockdown, and despite being able
to open for the summer holidays
finances are still tight. Even though
the revamped services have proved
popular so far, the loss of income from
the shutdown has not been recovered
and in spite of significant support
from the local authority, the railway’s
bank and suppliers; this is one hit the
railway just could not afford.”
Police are investigating.

ByRogerMelton

THENorthYorkshireMoors Railway is
poised tobecomeanearly provider
of retention tank toilets onheritage
railways, as a result of its operations
over theNetwork Rail’smetals of the
EskValley line betweenGrosmont
andWhitby.
Because the provision of retention

tank toilets is a Network Rail
mandated requirement, it will pay
for the modifications to be installed
on certain items of rolling stock –
three sets of Mk.1 coaches and the
railway’s Pullman dining train – to be
used over the route.
The project will see the new

National Lottery Heritage Fund fuss
free access coaches fitted as part of
this plan, alongside selected Mk.1s,
to provide adequate facilities on
all coaching sets running onto the

national network from Grosmont.
The other side of the retention

tank equation is the storage of the
sewage until it can be disposed
of. The site of these facilities will
be outside Pickering station and
at theWhitby end of Platform 3
at Grosmont.
There are no plans to install

emptying facilities in the new
carriage shed at Pickering due to
drainage and planning constraints.
These developments may not

see the discharge of sewage onto
the track at the NYMR ending
completely just yet. Carriages that
are not permitted to be used on
the Esk Valley line, such as the teak
train and the line’s GWR inspection
saloon, will not be covered by
Network Rail funding and there
are no immediate plans for
their modification.

Sewage retention tanks for
Moorsline Whitby stock

AFTER thunderstorms caused

multiple landslips on the Bo’ness

&Kinneil Railway onAugust

11/12, the Scottish Railway

Preservation Society

has receivedmore than

£122,000 in donations to

its emergency appeal for

£100,000.

The society is working

towards getting the line back

open for services to resume,

and its consulting engineers

have finalised a design for

the landslide repairs. AS we

closed for press, officials were

waiting to hear from several

contractors as to whether

they would like to tender for

the work.

Meanwhile, the Edinburgh-

Glasgow via Falkirk Highmain

line, which was also badly

damaged by the storm, and

partially washed away near

Polmont when the Union Canal

burst its banks, reopened on

September 21.

During a six-week period,

engineers completely rebuilt

the foundations of the line,

replacingmore than 15,000

tons of soil and stone beneath

the track. Around two-thirds of

a mile of new double-track has

also been laid.

Landslippublic
appeal steams
through target

TheChurnetValleyRailway ismakinga slowbut steady return to serviceeachWednesday,with two round tripsbetween

Kingsley&Froghall and Ipstones, ofwhich the1.30pmservice is operatedasa creamteadining service. The trainheaded

byUSATCS1602-8-0No. 5197 is seendrifting intoCheddletononSeptember16on theoutward journey,while awaiting the

openingof the station crossinggates to continue to Ipstones. FRED KERR

Churnet Valley’s Leek extension project
hit by signalling equipment raid

Museumcan
still be seen
at StBees
THEWestCumberlandRailway

Museumadvises thatalthough it

isnotcurrentlyopenfor regular

visits, it isbynomeansclosed.

Peter Rooke,whodeveloped

the venue toldHeritageRailway:

“Whilewearenot having

general opening sessions, the

museum is available for specific

timedvisits by small groupsby

agreement throughemail. Face

coverings and social distancing

is required.”

Located in St Bees, Cumbria,

the museum is aprivate

collectionof railwayana

featuring all the railway

companies ofWest Cumberland

from the 1840s to thepresent

day.Visitwest-cumberland-

railway-museum.business.site/

or email petergrooke@

btinternet.com for

more information.

THESouthDevonRailway (SDR)

hascometothehelpof theNHS.

It hosted theBuckfastleigh

HealthCentre’s annual seasonal

flu inoculationprogrammeat its

cafe,which is closeddue to the

Covid-19pandemic.

The cafewas thoroughly

prepared and cleaned ready for

the vaccineprogramme to start

on September 16.

Pre-booked inoculations for

local people at set timeswill also

beheldonOctober 14 and21.

A railway spokesman said:

“The SDR is pleased tobeable

tohelp the local community and

theNHS in thisway, in agood

exampleof local co-operation to

providemuch-needed services.”

SouthDevon
Railwayhelps
theNHS
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Award-winningBRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92134 takeson

water atGrosmontTunnel onAugust18whileheading the

NorthYorkshireMoorsRailway’s ‘TheOptimist’which, as

reported last issue, sawthe line resumeservingover the full

24milesbetweenPickeringandWhitby. ‘TheOptimist’ is

due to rununtilNovember1.CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/NYMR

Watercolour scenes to boost Swanage emergency appeal
ARTISTOliverPylehascometo

theaidof theSwanageRailway’s

£360,000SaveOurServiceappeal to

mitigate the impactof revenue loss

through lockdown.

Exhibiting hiswork at theMulberry

TreeGallery in the resort’s High

Street,West Sussex-basedOliver

has produced four evocative

watercolour scenes of steam trains

on the heritage line, with 250 limited

edition prints of each for sale.

Oliver, who first visited the

Purbeck resort as a child in 1982 and

becameaprofessional artist eight

years ago, said:“When the train

services stopped inMarch because

of Covid-19, andwe could no longer

hear the steamwhistles in the town

and thewider countryside, Swanage

lost someof its charmand energy.

Support
“Asasteampreservationenthusiast,

andahuge fanof theSwanage

Railway, Iwanted todowhatever I

could tohelp in trying to close the

fundinggap thatCovid-19had

created for thepopularheritage line,

whichhasbeen rebuilt fromnothing

since1976.

“Whether bringing day-trippers

to the seaside or entertaining the

rail enthusiasts, it is impossible to

imagine Swanagewithout its steam

railway. Not only does it contribute

significantly to the economic

well-being of the town, but it adds

somuch charm and character to

Swanage and the Isle of Purbeck.

“The tremendous amount of work

put in by several generations of

volunteers to rebuild the Swanage

Railway overmore than 40 years

cannot be lost. If the Swanage

Railway, and other preserved

railways across the country, are

unable to survive then an important

part of our heritagewill be gone.

“I visited the railway andwatched

it take its first few steps towards

establishing itself again and the

opening of HerstonHalt, onemile

out of Swanage, in 1984 seemed like

a huge step forward. I remember

walking along theweed-strewn

trackbed at a disused and very

dishevelled Corfe Castle station and

wondering if the railwaywould ever

comeback.”

The four prints feature 1899-built

LSWRT9 4-4-0 No. 30120 at

Swanage station, late 1920s

Southern Railway U 2-6-0 No. 31806

south of Corfe Castle, 1940s Bulleid

Pacific No. 34072257Squadron

between Swanage andHarman’s

Cross andBR Standard 4MT2-6-4T

No. 80104 steaming into Corfe

Castle station.

Generosity
The line’s fundraisingchairman

andvolunteer signalmanRandy

Coldhamsaid:“Wehaveaskeda

lotofour supporters this year, for

whichweareextremelygrateful, and

Oliver’sgenerositywill allowthem

tohelp theSwanageRailwayand

haveamarvellouspictorial reminder

ofwhatwedobest– running

steamtrains throughthe Isleof

Purbeckcountryside.”

Aswe closed for press, the Save

Our Service appealwas approaching

£300,000.

“The tremendous amount of work put in by
several generations of volunteers to rebuild
the Swanage Railway over more than 40 years
cannot be lost.”

IN BRIEF
➜ THE Keighley &Worth Valley

Railway featured in the first

episode of Channel 5’s new

adaptation of writer and vet

James Herriot’s All Creatures

Great and Small, which follows

the story of a local vet working in

rural Yorkshire during the 1930s

and 40s.

➜ THE first reupholstered seats

for the Somerset & Dorset Railway

Heritage Trust’s BR Mk.1 RMB

No. S1885 at Midsomer Norton have

been returned.

A separate appeal at www.

justgiving.com/fundraising/

sdrht-refurbishthermb to fund the

restoration of other parts of the

coach had raised around £8000 as

we closed for press.

➜ LLANDUDNO’s Great Orme

Tramway will remain closed

for the rest of the year due to

Covid-19 restrictions.

A spokesman said: “We are

working on improving facilities

and adding events tomake 2021

better than ever.”

➜ GRAFFITI vandals targeted the

Swindon & Cricklade Railway’s

Taw Valley Halt on August 22/23,

and also damaged the hand point

lever mechanism.

Wiltshire Police were

studying video footage of the

alleged culprits.

➜ PETERBOROUGH Civic Society

has chosen to honour the town’s

1848-built Eastern Counties

Railway and Midland Railway

engine shed, part of the city

council’s new offices at Sand

Martin House at Fletton Quays,

with a blue plaque.

ORRpraises heritage lines
for post-lockdown restart
ByRobinJones

THEheritagerailwaysectorhasbeenpraisedby industry
regulator theOfficeofRail andRoad(ORR) for itsmanagement
of thereopeningof its linessincetheeasingof theCovid-19
lockdown.However, theORRsaid thatsomelinescoulddomore
in the fieldof riskmanagement.
The ORR said it supports the action being taken by

the Heritage Railway Association (HRA) in developing
a strategic approach to increasing its capabilities. The
regulator recognised that there have been improvements
in the HRA’s leadership to the sector, most visibly by
developing and promoting proportionate ways tomanage
safety risk.
The HRA action includes plans to develop a Heritage

Safety and Standards Board aimed at increasing cross
sector cooperation, sharing safety related information, and
delivering an important role in developing, reviewing and
promoting proportionate ways tomanage safety risk.
A statement from the regulator said:“Heritage railways

andORR haveworkedwell together during the coronavirus
pandemic, with the regulator providing advice and
guidance. This, alongwith the sector stepping up its health
and safety work has helped to reopen the railways safely.
“However, the sector has areas to improve. Although

the quality of safetymanagement systems is improving,
significant gaps remain in capability to demonstrate how
risk is controlled. Consequently, lack of incidents in the past
at those railways is not necessarily a reliable indicator of
howwell risk is managed, or whatmay occur in the future.
“The ORR has intervenedwhere it has discovered it was

necessary to address such issues and evidence fromORR
inspections and investigations indicate that the capability
andmaturity of the heritage sector is varied; some are very
good and others require work.”
To help improve safety, the ORR engagedwith the sector

in delivering six RiskManagementMaturity Model (RM3)
and safety update workshops across the UK. Theworkshops
will provide practical guidance in how to use RM3 in a
heritage environment to improve safetymanagement.

HMChief Inspector of Railways Ian Prosser CBE said:
“The HRA has taken a significant and important role in
providing safety leadership, most visibly by developing and
promoting proportionate ways tomanage safety risk.
“We have also seen some good approaches to improving

safety. These often used technology to promote a system
approach; digital platforms to share information and to
deliver a system approach to assets, information, and
competencemanagement.
“Heritage operators continue to show enthusiasm

to learn andmanage their operations safely, and have
responded appropriately to inspector advice.”
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Teenager’s project
sees diesel returned to
service after 25 years
ByGeoffCourtney

ANENGLISHElectricdieselpreserved
inNewZealandhas returnedtoservice
afteranoverhaul started twoyearsago
bya13-year-oldvolunteer.Thediesel,
DeclassBo-BoNo.511,wasbuilt at
EE’sworks inPreston in1951 forNew
ZealandGovernmentRailwaysand
withdrawn in1987.
One of seven from the class of 15

that entered preservation, No. 511
was saved by the Diesel Traction
Group, and is based at Ferrymead
Railway near Christchurch on the
country’s South Island.
Despite them beingmainly

shunters, the class gained celebrity
status when four of themwere used
in pairs to haul the Royal Train during
the visit to the country of the Queen
and Prince Philip in 1953/54.
No. 511 featured in a celebration

at Ferrymead in October 1988, held
to mark the 125th anniversary of
railway transport in New Zealand,
and continued to haul trains on the
line until 1995, when it was stored
out of use.
More than two decades later, in

2018, volunteer PeterWeir, then aged
13, began to tidy up the Bo-Bo with
a view to seeing it back in service,
and this led to a major overhaul at
Ferrymead that includedmechanical,
electrical and brake repairs, work on
the cab structure and panelling, and
a total repaint.
The overhaul took two years, and

now No. 511 is back in service.
Peter’s father, Steve, who is

secretary of the group, said: “Peter
has been a regular volunteer since
he was about six years old, and has
always had a fascination with De511,
often asking whether it would be
restored one day.
“On reaching an age when he had

sufficient skills, he offered to take it
on as a project. I am very proud of
what he has achieved, he has worked
hard and stuck with it, often in fairly
challenging situations given his age.
The result has been very satisfying
to see.”

Origin
TheDieselTractionGroupwas
formed in1983with theaimof saving
EnglishElectricdiesels that ranon
NewZealand’s 3ft 6ingaugenational
network, and thecollectionnow
includes threeothersbuilt in theUK
in the1950s, comprising a secondDe,
No. 1429 (formerlyNo. 512), Df class
No. 1501, andClassDgNo. 772.
The Df was a 2Co-Co2 class of 10

freight locomotives, all of which had
been withdrawn by 1975, while the
Dg was an A1A-A1A class of 42 that
saw service on passenger and freight
trains until 1983.
Following its acquisition by the

group, Dg772 joined De511 at the
Ferrymead celebrations in 1988 and
is certified for main line running.
All are based at Ferrymead,

although De1429 – from a class that

UK modern heritage aficionados will
note has echoes of a BR Class 20 – is
currently leased toWeka Pass Railway
inWaipara, north of Christchurch.
Another of the group’s English

Electric diesels is Class Di Co-Co
No. 1102, which was built at the
company’s works in Brisbane,
Australia, in 1966 and is also main
line certified.

➜The public can easily donate by

texting‘SOS’to 70470, or cheques clearly

marked‘SaveOur Service’appeal can

also be sent to the Swanage Railway

Trust at StationHouse, Station Approach,

Swanage, Dorset, BH19 1HB.To donate

by PayPal ormake a fast payment

through internet banking, visit www.

saveourservice.co.ukDonations can

also bemade via the Swanage Railway’s

Facebook page.

➜ Signed and numbered by the artist,

with a certificate of authentication,

Oliver Pyle’s Swanage Railway

watercolour prints costs £130 each and

can be purchased from theMulberryTree

Gallery at www.mulberrytreegallery.

co.uk/collections/swanage-railway-save-

our-service-appeal aswell as from the

shop at Swanage stationwhen trains

are running.

Above:Diesel donicely:

EnglishElectric ClassDe

No. 511 (right) at Ferrymead

RailwaynearChristchurch,

NewZealand,onAugust

9, following its return to

serviceafter 25yearsout

ofuse.Beside the restored

Bo-Bo is anotherUK-built

EnglishElectric loco,Dg

No. 772. The twodiesels

werebuilt forNewZealand

GovernmentRailways in

1951and1955 respectively.

GLEN ANTHONY

Right: Youngvolunteer:

PeterWeirwithpreserved

NewZealandGovernment

Railways’De classNo. 511

at FerrymeadRailwaynear

Christchurch. TheEnglish

ElectricBo-Bohas recently

returned to serviceafter

amajor restoration that

Peterwas instrumental in

starting. BOBBY BOULTON

Left:OliverPylealongsideBulleidBattle

ofBritain lightPacificNo. 34072

257Squadronat Swanage station,with

oneofhis fundraisingpaintings.ANDREW

PMWRIGHT
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AlnValley temporarily closes
to implementORR advice
ByRobinJones

THEAlnValleyRailway (AVR)hassaid it
will remaincloseduntil Easter2021while
itworkswith industry regulator theOffice
ofRail&Road(ORR) toaddressaseriesof
“shortcomings.”
The railway recently carried out

a review of its SafetyManagement
System, whichwas closely followed up
with an inspection by the ORR in July.
The reviewwas carried out in

advance of the railway opening
Greenrigg Halt, meaning that it will be
able to go from“somewhere (Alnwick
Lionheart) to somwhere.”
A statement from the AVR said:“It’s

fair to say that there were no surprises
in their findings, but because of a

number of specific shortcomings in
the railway’s procedures, it was all
agreed that it would be best to defer
reopening until we have resolved
these issues. Covid-19 has naturally
affected our efforts in correcting the
shortcomings earlier in the year.

Reopening
“The railway isnowworkingclosely
with theORR to resolve these issues
and isplanning toopenat Easter
2021, running toournewplatformat
GreenriggHalt.
“The reviewwas very informative

and as a growing railway, the advice
givenwas gratefully received. Key
areas which require improvement
aremainly withinmaintenance

policies, standards and record
keeping for our locomotives and
on the assessments and recording
of competence for people in safety
critical roles. Additionally, remedial
work to CawledgeViaduct needs to be
undertaken during a closed season.”
However, the structural engineers

report does not preclude trains from
running over the viaduct.
AVR chairman Tom Spencer said:

“We are saddened to bring news
such as this. Reports from our
regulatory body are often seen as
bad news, but on this occasion we
are looking forward to working with
the ORR as they have given us a
clear path forward to enable us to
commence our passenger services

once more at Easter 2021.
“The Covid-19 situation has been

a stressful time for all, but as we try
to look at this in a positive light,
this pandemic has given us the
opportunity to revisit our procedures
andmanagement structures.

Expectations
“A lothashappened in the short
timesince theORRvisit and theAVR
are confident that itwillmeet the
expectationsof the regulator in the
comingmonths.”
➜Therailwayhas issuedanappeal

towould-bevolunteers toemail

volunteer@alnvalleyrailway.co.ukand

prospectivenewmembers tocontact

membership@alnvalleyrailway.co.uk.

Help complete last major motion work on Patriot
ByGarethEvans

THELMS-PatriotProject is asking for
supporters tohelp finish themajor
motionworkon itsnew-build4-6-0
No.5551TheUnknownWarrior.

The group is looking for 500 people
to join the 5551 Club by donating
£55.51. Once that figure – £27,755 –
has been reached, there will be a club
members draw for a ticket on the first
train hauled by TheUnknownWarrior.

Meanwhile, progress continues to
bemade on the construction of the
locomotive at theWest Shed at the
Midland Railway-Butterley by the
Princess Royal Class Locomotive Trust
(PRCLT).
The PRCLT has been carrying out

thorough engineering assessments
of the locomotive’s principal

components, which are critical to
the sequence of the 4-6-0’s build.
These include the bogie, the driving
wheels with weld repairs, and the
motion components which have
been transported to theWest Shed
from Statfold Barn over the summer.
The assessments are identifying all
outstanding design and construction
issues and the quality certification
requirements for these components.

Progress
Thebogiewheelsetshave returned
fromRiley&Son (E) Ltd, followingaxle
skimmingandthe retyringof thedonor
trailingbogiewheelset fromformer
‘Barry10’Stanier8FNo.48518, as the
back tobackdimensionswere foundnot
tobewithin theacceptable tolerance.
The LMS-Patriot engineering team

held a face to facemeeting atWest
Shed on August 25, with PRCLT – the
first in nearly six months – and had a
constructive initial discussion onwhat
was required. Specific actions have
been agreed.
As it nowwill be necessary to

move the boiler from its present
workshop location at Heritage Boiler
Steam Services Ltd in Liverpool,
a programme of work has been
agreed with the contractor. This
involves securing the boiler stays and
taking other steps to ensure its safe
movement to theWest Shed.
On the tender, Leaky Finders staff

have been top-coating the tender
frames now that themajority of work
has finished on these items. The
doubling plates for themain brake
pins have been riveted in, which

means the brake rigging can now
start to be fitted. Riveting on the
rear drag box has begun alongside
further work onmany smaller
sub components.

Boiler back onMiddleton loco as
marathonoverhaul nears end
THEMiddletonRailway’sHawthorn

Leslie0-4-0STNo.3860of1935

SwanscombeNo.6has received its

refurbishedboiler.

The railway successfully launched

anappeal topay for thenecessary

repairs and sent theboiler to

Northern SteamEngineering last

year for the replacementof theouter

firebox sides andotherwork.

Despite problemswith staffing

at the repair premises becauseof

Covid-19, repairs havenowbeen

completed and theboiler nowsits

backon the locomotive, ready for

testing and reassembly.

The locomotive requires

reassembly and testing, but should

beavailable for traffic in 2021.

Itwas oneof several locomotives

suppliedbyHawthorn Leslie to

theAssociatedPortlandCement

Companyof Swanscombe inKent.

The locomotivesworkedon the

site until theopeningof anew

works and the introductionof

dieselsmade themredundant.The

Swanscombequarry subsequently

became the site of theBluewater

shopping centre.

TheMiddletonobtained the

locomotive in 1971and itworked

for just four years beforebeing

withdrawn for anoverhaul.That

taskdidnot start until 2001 and is

still ongoing, and twoyears ago, the

railway announced that it had raised

sufficient funds to complete it.

Thebogiewheelsets havemoved

fromRiley&Son (E) Ltd to theWest

Shed,where they are seenon

August 25.ANDY COLLINSON/LMS

PATRIOT PROJECT

The refurbishedboilerbackonSwanscombeNo.6.MR
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ByHughDougherty

SCOTLAND’S rapidly-vanishingmining
heritage, including thewaggonways
and railwayswhich served it, is being
saved for posterity thanks to Stirling
University’s Landscape Legacies of
CoalMiningproject, headedbyhistory
lecturerDrCatherineMills.
The project has identified a series

of curated walks around the remains
of coal mines and waggonways,
including the pioneering 18th-
century AlloaWaggonway,
brickworks, and sections of the
Union Canal.
An app allows enthusiasts

exploring the routes to use the latest
technology, providing background
information and commentary on
the sites.
Dr Mills said: “Rapid decline of

the coal industry brought closure,
demolition and subsequent

redevelopment of colliery sites,
that is slowly erasing the industrial
archaeology of one of Scotland’s
foremost industries.
“Many sites and trackbeds survive

as derelict, and many people pass
them daily, unaware of the history of
the landscape, whereas for others,
they evoke memories of past and
powerful legacies.
“Unlike a booklet or leaflet, the

app is updated as more discoveries
are made, many by people on
the walks, so that it is a dynamic
tool for recording the important
mining industry and its social and
economic legacies.”
Full details of Landscape Legacies

of Coal Mining are at tinyurl.com/
y4fqcq7e, and Dr Mills hopes that
railway enthusiasts will download
and use the app, as well as keeping
up to date on the project’s Twitter
and Facebook pages.

Scottish waggonways
recalled on app-based
heritage walks

Pending the return

of flagship4-6-0

No. 7822Foxcote

Manor fromthe

West Somerset

Railway,Hudswell

Clarke0-6-0T

No. 1731of1942

Jenniferheaded

passenger trains

on theLlangollen

Railway for two

days. Jennifer,which

spent itsworking

life at Samuel Fox

&CoLtd’s steel

complex in the

UpperDonValleyat

Stocksbridge, near

Sheffield, is seen

heading the first

trainof theday from

Llangollen toCarrog

onAugust27, as it

passesBerwynwith

five coachesand

raisingagoodhead

of steam.

GEORGE JONES

TheAlloa

Waggonway,

built in1768 to

shift coal, and the

formationofwhich

can still be seen

today, is followed

ononeof the

project’s app-led,

miningheritage

walks.

DR CATHERINE

MILLS

Avonside0-6-0TNancy tests
the relaid trackon theCavan
&LeitrimRailway.CVR

ClosedCavan&LeitrimRailway
prepares for its next stop
IRELAND’S 3ft gaugeCavan&

LeitrimRailway (CVR) continues

topushnorth,withvolunteers

carryingout essentialworks

in linewith thegovernment

pandemicguidelines.

Phase 1 of the relaying of track

from theDromodplatform to the

gatewas completed onAugust 3,

and tomark the occasion resident

Avonside 0-6-0TNo. 3024 of 1908

No. 1Nancy, whichwas restored at

Alan Keef’s works in Ross-on-Wye,

was ceremoniously steamed. It

ran over the relaid track, and also

carried outmaintenance checks

and competency procedureswith

the volunteers.

Phase 2 to lay track from the

gate to the end of the line at

Clooncolry is nowbeginning in

earnest. A fresh consignment

of bolts and screws has been

delivered, and sleepers sawed

so that the tracklaying gang can

proceedwithout delay. Several

lorry loads of ballast have also

arrived and have been discharged

along the alignment.

The railway plans to create a halt

and run-round loop at Clooncolry,

and has appealed for funding for

additional sleepers and bolts.

The line’s Tralee &Dingle Light

Railway carriage No. 7T, which

dates from1891, and the three

bogies from that line are to be the

subject of a detailed assessment

as part of the CVR’sVintage

Train Appeal.

Thework is being undertaken

with a view to sending the bogies

away to a third party contractor

for refurbishment.

The railway and itsmuseum

in County Leitrim are currently

closed in linewith Covid-19 public

healthmeasures.
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Let it snow:As LMS2-6-0No. 42968basks in theSevernValleyweatherwecan

perhapsbutdreamaboutatChristmas. SVR

December’s dark nights
will once again be lit up
by illuminated trains
ByRobinJones

FOLLOWING the resounding
successof the illuminatedChristmas
trainphenomenonpioneered in
theUKby theDartmouthSteam
Railway&RiverboatCompany
twoyears ago, several lineswhich
producedsimilar events last year are
bringing themback this time,but in
socially-distancedsettings.
The North Norfolk Railway will

again run its evening ‘Norfolk Lights
Express’ from Sheringham to Holt,
which for this year will be turned in
to a picturesque winter wonderland.
Along the journey, passengers will

see beautifully-lit lineside displays
and it will be accompanied by an
atmospheric soundtrack tailored
specifically for the experience.
Only compartment stock will

be used for the services this year,
ensuring that social distancing
is complied with at all times. The
trains are being treated with a
special chemical compound Zoono
Z71, which coats all surfaces and
essentially disables Covid-19.

Operations
Staff andvolunteerswillwearpersonal
protectiveequipmentat all times to
ensurepassenger safety.

The ‘Norfolk Lights Express’will run
on select dates from November 16
to January 3. Further details are at
www.norfolklights-express.co.uk
Traditional Santa trains will run

on the line between November 28
and December 13, and each day
between December 18-24. The trips
start from Sheringham, where each
child will receive a Christmas cookie
and a flavouredmilk drink, and each
adult their own snack as well as
mulled wine. AtWeybourne, each
child will receive a specially-chosen
quality present before reboarding
the train back. Tickets can be
booked at www.nnrailway.co.uk
The Severn Valley Railway is

aiming to build on the success of last
year’s Steam in Lights services, while
also running its hugely-popular
traditional Santa specials.
Steam in Lights, which offers

“an illuminated adventure of
magical creatures (including the
mysterious Cacklers), sparkling
lights, snow flurries and thrills from
the warmth and comfort of a private
compartment” in an hour’s round
trip, will depart from Bridgnorth
at 4.30pm, 6.30pm and 8.30pm on
selected dates between November
27 and December 23. Prices are
£120 or £130 for six people in a
compartment, and £80 or £90 for
four people in a compartment,
and passengers are encouraged to
bring a torch with them to enjoy the
experience fully.
The Santa trains offer families a

two-hour round trip in a reserved
private compartment from the
beautifully-decorated Kidderminster

Traditional
Santa specials
‘tweaked’ for
this year
HERITAGErailwaysthroughoutBritain
havenotonlyworkedroundtheclock
toensurethat their trainscomplywith
socialdistancingregulations,butalsoto
redeveloptheirChristmasprogramme
toensurethatpassengerscantravel
insafety.
The Llangollen Railway is pinning

its hopes on the proximity of the
tourist honeypot town to the border
and excellent road links to entice
passengers from England for its
Santa specials along the beautiful
Dee Valley to Carrog. There, Santa
will be waiting in a socially-distanced
Lapland grotto, where his magic
elves will entertain and hand out
presents, while the cafe will be open
for hot drinks.
The trains will run onDecember

5/6, 12/13, 18/19 and 20-24 andwill
be hauled by GWR 2-8-0 No. 3802 or
prairie No. 5199. Booking can bemade
at www.llangollen-railway.co.uk
On the NorthYorkshireMoors

Railway, passengers will board the
Santa specials at Pickering for a
‘slightly tweaked’magical Christmas
adventure, complyingwith Covid-19
guidelines. Passengers will have
the chance tomeet Santa’s helpers
listening to Jingle Bells FM in a
compartment as the train steams
to Levisham.

Experiences
Ticketsarepricedat£100per
compartment (foramaximumof four),
and£25peradditionaladult (maximum
six totaladultandchild)andpre-booking
isessential.
The trains will run onDecember 5/6,

12/13 and 19-24.
Head ofmarketing Laura

Strangeway said:“We’ve had to
tweak things to ensure we adhere
to Government guidelines, but
we’re sure the NYMR’s Christmas
2020will be every bit asmagical as
previous years.”Visit nymr.co.uk/santa-
reimagined formore details.
At the East Lancashire Railway, Bury

Bolton Street stationwith itsmany
Christmas trees and decorations
will serve as an opener to the
80-minute journey.
Inside a decorated train interior,

childrenwill have the chance to
meet costumed characters as well as
Santa –with a gift provided for every
one, alongwith refreshments and a
bespoke activity pack, while amince
pie and festive tipple is available for
older guests.
The special will run on dates

fromNovember 21 to December
24. Formore information, visit
eastlancsrailway.org.uk

The Train through Christmas Countryside
MEANWHILE, theEcclesbourneValley
Railwayhas teamedupwith local
producersZachMooreandMarkPage
toproduce its ownnewfestive show.
The Train Through Christmas

Countryside features acting and
entertainment from themoment
passengers arrive at the platform
until they leave the train, all designed
to meet with Covid-19 guidelines.
Elves sing and dance and tell

their story on the way from
Wirksworth to Santa’s station, five
miles away, while the big man visits
the doors of the passengers’ six-
seater private compartments with

presents for the children.
Prices range from £55 to £70 per

compartment (not per person)
according to date, regardless of
occupancy, and a very limited
number of first-class compartments
are available at £65-80.

Performance
Zach, 28, explained:“I amsoexcited
tobeworkingonanewtheatrical
performance for the railwaywhichhas
beendesigned fromthegroundupwith
thecoronavirusguidelines atheart.
“This year has been a challenging

time for all and we are thrilled to be

working with the friendly team at the
Ecclesbourne Valley Railway to bring
cheer to this Christmas.”
The costumes for the characters

will include the necessary face
coverings for the cast, who will assist
with boarding and disembarking
in a socially-distancedmanner,
while high-contact areas inside
and outside the carriages will be
thoroughly sanitised.
The Train Through Christmas

Countryside runs on December 5/6,
12/13 and 19-24.
For details and bookings visit

www.e-v-r.com
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BRStandard9F2-10-0No. 92203BlackPrinceheads the ‘Norfolk Lights Express’ toWeybourne.NNR

WinterWonderlights at LeicesterNorthwithStanier 8FNo. 48305.GCR

Mid-Norfolk
cancels Polar
Express
THEMid-Norfolk Railwayhas become
the latest heritage line to cancel this
year’s‘Polar Express’event due to the
Covid-19pandemic.
After the Telford Steam Railway

and Vintage Trains pulled out, the
Mid-Norfolk decided that it did not
want to stage a version of the show,
based on the movie version of Chris
Van Allsburg’s children’s book, that
would likely be a disappointment
for passengers when compared to
previous editions.
Mid-Norfolk Railway Preservation

Trust chairman Charlie Robinson
said: “We have come to this difficult
decision because we have to take a
long-term view that safeguards both
the railway’s reputation and that of
the ‘Polar Express’ train ride.
“We appreciate that this will be

a major disappointment to our
passengers, but we hope that there
is understanding as to why this
decision has been made.”

Future
However, theMid-Norfolk has signed
a contractwith Rail Events, the rights
holder onbehalf ofWarner Brothers,
whichwill see the‘Polar Express’return
to the line each year until 2024.
As we closed for press, railway

officials were investigating an
alternative steam-hauled Christmas
train service for this year, which will
comply with all social distancing
regulations. Updates will be posted
at www.mnr.org.uk.
Earlier, the railway announced

there will not be any public running
for the remainder of the summer
2020 operating season, which has
seen all of its 25th anniversary
events cancelled.
However, since volunteers

returned following the initial lifting
of Covid-19 restrictions, there
has been a concentrated effort to
improve the track, signalling and
rolling stock.
Signalling work has continued

at Dereham station, as part of
the long-term aim of returning
public passenger service to County
School station.
Several of the Mk.1 and Mk.2

coaches have been refurbished and
repainted into BR maroon.
Meanwhile, the South Devon

Railway has sold more than 15,000
tickets for its debut ‘Polar Express’
season, which will see trains
running on November 27-29 and
December 4-6, 11-13 and 16-23.
For details and to book visit www.
southdevonrailway.co.uk
TheWensleydale Railway, which

is currently closed, also plans to
run its ‘Polar Express’ this year: visit
wensleydale-railway.co.uk for details.

Santa set tobring steamback toWest Somerset
DESPITEhavingbeenclosed for

2020while amajor trackupgrade

programme isunderway, theWest

SomersetRailway is to run its Santa

Express, in linewithGovernment

guidelines andCovid-19 restrictions.

Passengerswill arrive at Bishops

Lydeard andwill socially distance

in themarquee, before boarding

the train via a one-way system. All

passengerswill be asked towear a

face covering.

Tickets will be sold in tables of

four and compartments for up

to six people. Some tableswill

be restricted fromuse to allow

social distancing.

Santawill visit each table at a

distance and offer photographs,

and the presentswill already be on

the tables for the childrenwhen

they board the train.

Journey
It is hoped that the servicewill

extend toWillitonand return, but

passengerswill notbeallowed

todisembarkatWillitondue

toguidelines.

Competencies of staff are

being addressed through the

appropriate channels.

The Santa Express will run on

December 5/6, 12/13 and 19-24.

For details of times and to book,

visit www.west-somerset-railway.

co.uk

The annual Dunster by

Candlelight event has been

cancelled and so therewill be no

trains running to it.

However, the railwaywill hold

a Christmasmarket atMinehead

station (no trainswill run) and a

formofwinter steam festival.

Town station to Arley, to see the
railway’s all-new professionally-
produced Christmas Show, staged in
a marquee with socially-distanced
seating. Back on the train, present-
shaped surprises will be waiting
for the children. Departures are
available from Kidderminster at
9.30am, 11am, 12.30pm, 2pm,
3.30pm and 5pm on selected
dates between November 28 and
December 24. A compartment for
six is priced between £170 and
£195, and a compartment for four
between £110 and £135.
The Great Central Railway is

to runWinterWonderlights and
Santa Express services beginning
on November 28. Both services
will run every weekend and every
Wednesday and December 21-24 of
Christmas week. There will be four
Santa Express services each day and
twoWinterWonderlights services
each evening.

Itineraries
Both serviceswill use compartment
carriages, allowingup to sixpassengers
per compartment. Santawill travel on
the trainsmeeting thechildren from
thedoors ineachcompartment.
All the services will start and finish

at Quorn &Woodhouse. Quorn yard
will become a Christmas village with
around 40 traders and a funfair for
the children.
During the Christmas period, the

railway will be running a full dining
service at the weekends and on
certainWednesdays. For booking

details, visit www.gcrailway.co.uk
The Dartmouth Steam Railway,

which in February won the Heritage
Railway Association Award for
Special Events after reinventing
the North American concept for a
British audience, will run its Train
of Lights on December 2, 4/5, 9,
11/12, 16, 18-23 and 27-30, again
using carriages with screen seats
and which are deep-cleaned daily.
Bookings can be made at www.
dsrrbchristmas.co.uk
However, at the time of going

to press, the line had decided not
to run its separate Santa Express
because officials did not consider
it would be possible to operate it
in a Covid-19 secure way without
significantly detracting from the
charm of the event, which has
included an on-train pantomime.
As reported last issue, the

Bluebell Railway will run its debut
SteamLights event this year in
addition to regular Santa trains.
Booking details, dates and times are
now at www.bluebell-railway.com
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Yeovil centre remains closed
YEOVILRailwayCentre trustees

haveagreed that all public events,

including the receptionofmain line

tours and locomotive servicingwill

continue tobe suspendeduntil at

least theendofOctober.

Having opened the seasonwith

two Class 33s heading a Branch

Line Society tour to theWest

Country visiting onMarch 8,

the centrewas closed due

to lockdown.

Centre operator the SouthWest

SteamMain Line Company’s

chairman Paul Gould said that

themain consideration now

was to decidewhat – if any –

arrangementsmight bemade to

run Santa specials in December.

He emphasised that the centre

has a low-cost base“whichmeans

thatwewill be able to survive

financially for some time but not

indefinitely”and appealed for

donations at www.yeovilrailway.

freeservers.com/appeal_covid19.

html

Meanwhile, planning permission

has been sought fromDorset

County Council for the proposed

extension of the centre’s

‘Wilderness’branch line, complete

with platform.

Track and fixings are being

sourced, while fencing and scrub

clearance is taking place.

In addition to undertaking

maintenance of engines and

rolling stock, the operations staff

are also installingwheel stops to

improve safety on lines outside

the engine shed.

Despite closure, final painting

of the restored ICI acid tanker

and a recently-acquired Conflat

wagon continues, andwork on the

centre’s Southern brake vanwas

due for completion.

Could Stratford-upon-Avon’s old
tramway become a cyclepath?
APLANto reopen theStratford&
MoretonTramwayasa footpathand
cycleway isbeingexplored.
The horse-drawn waggonway ran

for 16 miles from the canal basin in
Stratford-upon-Avon to Moreton-
in-Marsh with a branch to Shipston-
on-Stour, but was conceived as part
of a far larger project. Surveyor,
lawyer and landownerWilliam James,
considered by some historians to be
the true ‘father of the railways’whose
reputation was eclipsed by that
of George Stephenson, proposed
a Central Junction Railway from
Stratford to London.
Engineered by John Urpeth

Rastrick, the tramway opened in
1826, and in 1859 the southern
section between Moreton and
Shipston was converted into a steam
railway. It was taken over by the GWR,
and the northern section to Stratford
fell into disuse by the 1880s with the

rails lifted in 1918 for the war effort.
The line was formally abandoned in
1926, exactly 100 years after it had
been opened.
Cyclist and historian Andy Fincham

from Newbold-on-Stour has now set
up a community interest company
called Old Tramway Revived to
further his cyclepath idea, which
is being supported by Shipston
Town Council.
He said it would encourage

local people to be active and keep
cyclists off the busy A34 alongside,
and hopes that the idea will attract
Government funding.
Shipstonmayor Coun Shelagh

Saunders said that the town council
had provided some funding to help
with land searches andmay offer
further support if progress is made.
One of the wagons from the

waggonway is preserved next to
Tramway Bridge in Stratford.

Left: Battlepartner: Robert

Stephenson&HawthornsNo. 62

UglyapproachesBroomLanebridge

inDecember2017withaSpaValley

RailwaySantaSpecial. The1950-built

0-6-0STwill be sharing thedutieson

this year’s Santa trainswithSouthern

RailwayPacificNo. 34053SirKeith

Park.CHARLIE RALPH

It’s farewell to summer andhello to
Christmas on the Spa Valley Railway
ByGeoffCourtney

SUMMERmayhavegivenway to
autumnonly lastmonth,but theSpa
Valley Railwayhas alreadyunveiled
its plans for 10days of steam-hauled
Santa specials – someof them
featuring its new resident locomotive.
The specials will run on December

5/6, 12/13, and 19-24, departing
at 10am, 12.30pm, and 3pm from
Eridge, for a two-hour return

trip to TunbridgeWellsWest.
Enthusiasts will be delighted

by the fact that Southern Railway
Battle of Britain 4-6-2 No. 34053 Sir
Keith Park, which as reported in last
month’s issue is now permanently
based on the Spa Valley Railway,
will be one of two locomotives
expected to be rostered for working
the specials.
The Pacific’s appearance should

also delight photographers,

as the chill December air will
doubtless produce spectacular
smoke displays.
Passengers will be able to alight

at TunbridgeWellsWest to visit
the railway’s LBSCR engine shed
(75F in BR days) for a photographic
opportunity with Santa and
his sleigh before returning to
Eridge, which has a direct link to
London Bridge.
The standard fare of £18 for

adults and £16 for children includes
mince pies and a present for every
youngster, while upgrades will be
possible for travel in a premium
compartment carriage with
additional benefits.
Ex-steelworks Robert Stephenson

& Hawthorns 0-6-0ST No. 62 Ugly
will share duties with No. 34053,
and so offer a ‘little and large’
contrast to the travelling public.
This 70-year-old took part in the
line’s post-lockdown reopening
ceremony at Groombridge on
August 29, at which TunbridgeWells
mayor, Coun Joy Podbury, officiated.
She was accompanied by

John Scholey, who is the town
crier and also the railway’s civil
engineering manager.
Jonnie Pay, Spa Valley’s

commercial manager, said the
railway carried just over 1000
passengers over the reopening
weekend, nearly 50%more than
the same weekend last year. “After
our five-and-a-half-month closure
it couldn’t have gone better,
everything ran perfectly,” he said.
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No future way back to Ruabon for
Llangollen’s heritage railway
FAINThopes that theLlangollen
Railwaymightonedaybeable to
extendeastwards toa restoredmain
line connectionatRuabonhavebeen
finallyquashed.
Over the decades, calls for the

heritage line to be relinked to
the national network to provide
incoming charters bringing visitors
to Llangollen andmajor events like
its International Eisteddfod, plus the
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, were repeatedly
met with indifference from local
authorities, despite the claimed
economic benefits.
While the line’s revivalists have

pushed westwards along the Dee
Valley to Carrog and now Corwen
(see feature, pages 78-79), the
trackbed to the east of Llangollen
station has been blocked by a
modern housing development. At
one time it was believed that the

railway might be able to bypass the
housing bymeans of a cantilever
structure over the bank of the river,
but nothing came of it.

Development
In September,WrexhamCouncil’s
planningcommitteeapproved
amendments toearlierplanning
permission toallownewhomes tobe
built on the formerAir Products site
inAcrefair,which includes the siteof
thevillage’s stationon theRuabon to
Barmouth Junction line,whichclosedas
partof theBeechingAxe.Anaccess road
thougha small industrial estate already
lieson the trackbed.
Developer Prospect Estates Limited

successfully applied to remove the
obligation to provide affordable
houses, stipulated when permission
for 230 homes was given two years
ago. Either way, the trackbed will be
lost in perpetuity.

Unique fish van takes
shape at Moorsline
ByRogerMelton

UNIQUE1948-built LNER four-wheel
express fishvanNo. 75169 is taking
shapeat theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway (NYMR),where it is being rebuilt
at Pickeringonbehalf of theLNERCoach
Association (LNERCA)bycontractor
AndrewDaniel,whohasbecome
available followinghis completionof the
restorationof LNERGresley‘Beavertail’
observationcarNo. 1729 for Locomotive
Services Limited.
The forerunner of the BR‘Blue Spot’

design (the blue spot on the body side
denoting that it was fittedwith roller
bearing axleboxes, permitting higher
operating speeds), such vans were a
common sight inWhitby station in BR
days andwere often attached to trains
heading over what is now the NYMR
for onward conveyance around the
BR network, trailing an‘ancient and
fish-like odour’ in their wake!
No. 75169, although superficially

in good condition when purchased,
was found to be anything but sound
when restoration began some
years ago.
Almost the entire timber body

was found to be rotten and was
scrapped, and even the underframe
had suffered severe corrosion in
places as a result of fish boxes leaking
salt-laden water through the floor. As
a result, both buffer beams had to be
replaced by a coded welder from the
NYMR’s staff.
During lockdown, Andrew built

a new timber frame, aided by the
fortuitous discovery of a grounded
identical body on a farm not far
from Pickering that has allowed vital
measurements to be collected.
The new timber frame has now

been erected on the chassis and a
start has beenmade on fitting new
plywood panels to it.

It is hoped that once the wagon is
complete it may see occasional use in
photographic charters on the NYMR,
although a fair amount of additional
work will be required to bring it to
running condition. Its main role,
however, will be to act as a store at
Pickering yard.
Another vehicle that is expected to

see some progress in the near future
is Gresley corridor third No. 23896,
which is in covered storage
at Shildon.
An LNERCAmember generously

offered a large donation if it could
be matched by gifts from other
supporters. With that objective
successfully achieved, there is
sufficient money available to make
a start on rebuilding the interior
of the vehicle, which retains its
corridor compartment screen, but
not the compartment partitions.
A set of compartment doors has
already been partially restored for
use in it.
Built to Diagram 115, No. 23896 was

originally acquired from Carnforth
and was stored there for several years
in return for commissioning work on
it there.
The body was externally restored

using teak supplied by the LNERCA
and the roof recanvased. It is
therefore a good candidate for
progressing, especially in these
times when Covid-19 has placed a
premium on compartment stock as a
means of achieving social distancing,
with the LNERCA teak train being
currently composed almost entirely
of open coaches.
➜Furtherdonations towards the

restorationof this coachwouldbe

welcomedby theLNERCATreasurer

c/oNYMR,12ParkStreet, Pickering,

YO187AJ.

Alternatively, visitwww.lnerca.org

Contrast at Eridge:No. 34053Sir

KeithParkawaits the ‘off’with

the3.05pmtoTunbridgeWells

WestwhileClass171Turbostar

DMUNo.171723 stopsat the

station’s Southernplatformwith

the2.07pmLondonBridge to

Uckfield serviceonSeptember12

– the first dayof a two-day

debutweekend tomark the

recent arrival ofNo. 34053,

restored fromex-Barry scrapyard

conditionandownedby

SouthernLocomotives Limited,

at theSpaValley. PHIL BARNES

Bulleid lightPacificNo. 34053SirKeithParkapproachesPokehill Farmcrossing

with the12.05pmfromEridgeonSeptember13.NICK GILLIAM

Open forbusiness: TunbridgeWellsmayorCoun JoyPodburyperforms theSpa

ValleyRailway’spost-lockdownreopeningonAugust 29, accompaniedby John

Scholey, the towncrier and the railway’s civil engineeringmanager. Beside the

couple isRSH0-6-0STNo. 62Ugly.DARRYL CURCHER PHOTOGRAPHY

The first painted sidepanelsof LNER four-wheel express fishvanNo.75169

bolted intoposition inearly September.ANDREWDANIEL
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ByRobinJones

THELeightonBuzzardRailway’s first
weekendofpassenger trains since its
six-monthclosureduring lockdown
proved tobea sell-out success.
Despite the capacity of trains

having to be reduced due to social

distancing regulations, more than
400 passengers were carried over 12
departures during September 19/20.
While this figure is less than the

record numbers seen at Page’s Park
over a single weekend, it was the
maximum number that could be
carried, with every compartment sold

out in advance. Additional partitions
were installed within carriages to
create compartments, with only one
family group or ‘bubble’permitted
in each.
The railway complied with

Government advice on the wearing
of face masks on the trains and

enclosed areas, and entry into
the enclosed booking office was
limited to one adult per group.
Special arrangements were made
in the Buzzrail Cafe to permit
social distancing.
Also, there was extra cleaning of

the trains in between journeys.

Attractions
Visitorswerenonetheless able to
enjoymostof the features thathave
helped the railway towinmany
consecutiveTripAdvisorCertificateof
Excellenceawards in recent years,with
theexceptionof the internal areas at
StonehengeWorks.
The Engine Shed Show at Page’s

Park is open on Saturdays and
Wednesdays only for the remainder
of the year.
Trains are now running every

Sunday up until November 1, as well
as Saturdays October 10 and October
31, along with October 27/28 for
half term.
The weekend of September 25/26

was due to see the Greensand
Railway MuseumTrust’s Baldwin
4-6-0T No. 44656 of 1917 No. 778
back in action on passenger trains
after nearly a year’s absence.
The railway recommends that

visitors book online in advance at
www.buzzrail.uk as walk-up tickets
will be very limited due to the
reduction in passenger capacity.

Barclay0-6-0TNo. 1641of1919Doll,whichwas suppliednewto theSydenham ironstonequarriesnearBanburyand later

transferred toBilston steelworks in theWestMidlands, awaitsdeparture fromPage’sParkonSeptember20. ROCKY LANCER

Left: The crewofOrenstein&Koppel 0-6-0WT

No.10808of1924Pedemoura,which spent its

working life in theDouroValley coalmines in

northernPortugal, exchange tokensat Leedon loop.

ROCKY LANCER

Above:All operational coacheson theLeighton

BuzzardRailwayhavebeencompartmentalised.

ROCKY LANCER

THETelfordSteamRailwayhasbeen

givenplanningpermissiontodouble

thenumberofdays that it isallowed

tooperate.

Up tonow, the railway,which

is currently closeddue to the

pandemic,was allowed to run six

trips adayonlybetween9.30am

and6.30pmon35days.

Operatingbody theTelford

Horsehay SteamTrust askedTelford

andWrekinCouncil for an extension

to 75days and the ability to offer

evening services as late as 9.30pm.

ChairmanPaulHughes said

that the changeswereneeded

to continue running the‘Polar

Express’event licensed fromWarner

Brothers,whichhas alsobeen

cancelled this year due to the virus.

The‘Polar Express’, first run in

2016, has attractedmore than

90,000 visitors, generatingnearly

£3millionpounds since then.

Thenewconditionspermit 45

operatingdays fromEaster Sunday

toHalloween, between9.30amto

9pmwith amaximumof six round

trips per day.Thirtymoreoperating

days canbeheld fromNovember 1

toNewYear’s Evebetweennoonand

9pm,with a limit of trips fiveper day.

Local authority allowsTelfordSteamRailway todouble its runningdays

LeightonBuzzard trains sell
out on reopeningweekend
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magazine The framesofnewClanPacificNo. 72010Hengistbeingmoved intoCTLSeal Ltd’s

machine shoponSeptember11. SSLC

Laser scanning helps
Hengist builders improve
on BR 1950 design
ByRobin Jones

THEUniversity of SheffieldAdvanced
ManufacturingResearchCentre (AMRC)
is helping thebuilders of newBRClan
PacificNo. 72010Hengist ‘redesign’
the locomotive for the 21st century
by ironingout faults in theoriginal
manufacturingprocess.
The Standard Steam Locomotive

Company’s Clan Project needs
to turn the 900 microfilmed BR
drawings from the original 10 Class 6
4-6-2s into modern CAD drawings
through laser scanning.
At the same time, AMRC Training

Centre apprentices ‘discovered’ a
discrepancy between the original
drawings and the locomotives
as built.
AMRC chartered engineer Dr

Phil Yates said that critical gaps in
documentation for some of the Clan
components may be due to the fact
that seven decades ago there was
no direct link between the Derby
Works drawing office and the Crewe
Works shop floor, as the locomotive
was designed and constructed in
separate locations.
He said: “The original drawings

could be massively complicated
because they tried to get as much
detail as they could – fitting
numerous separate parts onto
each one.

Interpretation
“Thedrawingofficewas nowhere near
where theymade the locomotive and
back thenpeoplemade stuff based
onwhat they knew rather thanwhat
was in thedrawing.Youhave tobear in
mind thedrawingdoes not showhowa
part ismanufactured.

“In some ways the drawings were
a wish of intent. By the time they
got to the shop floor – some 50
miles away in Crewe – if there was a
mistake, they would correct it and
make a note of it in a little black
book which more often than not,
never made it back to the drawing
office for the error to be corrected in
the original drawings.
“One of the main components

that caused serious concern was the
frame extensions; the CAD had been
produced after the part had been
previously manufactured prior to
the manufacture of the mainframe

modern machine tools that will be
used to make the components.
Enhancements needed to comply

with modern safety standards
include dual circuit braking, which
needs to be shoehorned into space
in the existing design, which can
best be done using a virtual reality
model generated from the CAD
drawings. Also, a new exhaust
system with blastpipes capable
of handling steam travelling
at supersonic speeds is being
considered to make the locomotive
cleaner and more efficient.
With other planned improvements,

the project’s aim is to complete a
steam locomotive fit for the 21st
century railway.
The Clan Project’s engineering

director Geoff Turner said: “We are
delighted that the AMRC Training
Centre apprentices are involved
in the project, learning valuable
engineering skills from reading
engineering drawings, applying
current draughting standards and
applying modern manufacturing
techniques in the process.
“Creating the 3D Models enables

the parts to be programmed directly
into CNC machines, thus saving
time and money. It can be seen
that working together is mutually
beneficial to both AMRC and the
Clan Project.”

Experience
Between six and10 apprenticeswill
gain vital CAD skills byworkingon
theproject over thenext threeor four
months and there is scope for the
apprentices towork onother parts of
theClanProject,which is due tobe
completed in 2026.
A major milestone in the

construction of Hengist took
place on September 11, with the
locomotive’s frames being moved
from the CTL Seal assembly shop
to the machine shop at CTL Seal’s
factory in Sheffield. It will allow the
frames to be set up on a machining
station, where the locomotive’s
hornguides will be machined, and
follows the completion of riveting
work on the frames by Varley Boilers
at the end of August.
The move was also the culmination

in another month of progress, which
also included orders being placed
for the bogie cannon box casting
pattern and two pony or trailing
truck wheels.
➜Formore informationon theClan

Project, visitwww.theclanproject.org

THEMid-HantsRailway (MHR)has

offeredtohelpstorepartof the

collectionofvehiclesandartefacts

belongingtotheSomerset&

DorsetRailwayTrust, following its

notice toquit itsWashfordstation

homeof44years.

The trust has launcheda

ProgressingOur Future appeal

to helpmoveand storewhat

is the largest collectionof

artefacts from theSomerset&

Dorset Joint Railwaywhile a new

permanent home is sought.

A spokesman said:“Although

the trust has some funds

tobegin thehuge taskof

transporting some stock, it

will be a very costly exercise to

complete thewhole operation

within thenext fewmonths.

“Ourmembershiphas

increased substantially over

thepast year andwe sendout

awarmwelcome to anyone

wishing to joinus in anexciting

future for theTrustwhich

will develop the story of, and

memories of, the S&D.”

More than£15,000hasbeen

raised through the trust’s

SafeguardingOur Future appeal

launchedearlier this year after

West Somerset Railway (WSR)

plc gave it a year’s notice to

quitWashford.

As reported in issue 270,

Somerset&Dorset Joint Railway

7F2-8-0No. 53808hasgoneon

loan to theMHR for twoyears.

Thedeal sees the locomotive’s

current operating agreement

withWSRplc being suspended

for the remainingperiodof its

boiler certificate,which ends in

autumn2022. At present, the

WSR is not running trains due to

amajor trackupgrade, and the

suspensionof the agreement

will allow the locomotive to

behired externally during this

period to earnmorehire fees

towards its nextmajor overhaul.

WSRplc has indicated to the

trust that itwishes todiscuss the

returnof the7F toMinehead.

➜To jointhetrustandmake

donations to it, visitwww.sdrt.org

Watercress line
tohelpwith
Washford
move

plates. When the parts were aligned
in CAD, the fastener holes did not
align. The maximum error on the
CAD components was 1.6mm.
“The error was because the two

original drawings didn’t match. The
person who did the drawing of the
frame and the person who did the
drawing of the frame extensions –
one of them got something wrong
or different – so they didn’t align.”
The data is also needed because

the Clan Project team is planning
some improvements to make
Hengistmore efficient.
CAD data is needed to generate

the programmes that drive the

“We are delighted that
the AMRC Training
Centre apprentices are
involved in the project,
learning valuable
engineering skills...”
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The IsleofWightSteamRailway’sOldbury carriagemade its first appearance inapublic service trainonAugust9. The three-compartment composite coach,No. 10,

is seen second fromthe front as LBSCR ‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TNo.W11NewportapproachesDeaconsLaneBridgewith the11.13amfromSmallbrook Junction. It is oneof

24 carriagesbuilt by theOldburyCarriageandWagonCompanyLtd in1864 for theopeningof the IsleofWightRailway fromRyde toShanklin. It hasa large central

first-class compartment flankedby twosecond-class compartments. The roofprofile is almost flat andat first itwas lit byoil lamps,but electric lights later replaced

them.Withdrawn in1923, itwasusedasagardenchalet atBembridge,butwasdonated to theWight LocomotiveSocietyandmoved toHavenstreet in1983. In2017,

itwas restoredwithanewwoodenunderframeaspart ofChannel 4’sGreatRail RestorationsTVserieshostedbyPeter Snow, andhas served tounderline the railway’s

reputation for rebuilding classicVictorianwooden-bodied coaches. The coachnormally resides in the line’s TrainStoryDiscoveryCentre.NICK GILLIAM
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Tribute to East Somerset
pioneer Barry Buckfield

PeppercornA14-6-2No. 60163TornadoheadsTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust’s ‘TheQueenofScots’ touroverBeattock toEdinburghandStirlingonSeptember12.

The trip startedandendedatYorkandsawsteamcomeonatCarlisle.ALISTAIRMOULSTONE/A1SLT

BarryBuckfieldatCranmore shedon

August 27, 1988. JOHN REES

ByCedric Johns

THE recentdeathofBarryBuckfieldat
theageof72has robbed theheritage
movementof yet another steam
enthusiastwhocontributedmuch to the
present railway scene.
A professional railwayman, he

worked in the carriage and wagon
shops at BR EastleighWorks, and
he was, according to John Rees, his
friend of 50 years, “railway mad”.
Barry was owner of Barclay 0-4-0ST

No. 1398 of 1915 Lord Fisher – which
he purchased from the Chapel
Tramway, a Southampton industrial
railway, for the sum of £230.

Friendship
Moved to theLongmoorMilitary
Railway in January1967, the0-4-0ST
joinedother formerBR locomotives
stabled there, including the late
internationalwildlife artistDavid
Shepherd’s Standard4MTNo. 75029
TheGreenKnightand9FNo. 92203
BlackPrince.

It was here that John Rees met
Barry and bothmen became
acquainted with David, forming a
friendship which blossomed into the
trio becoming founder members of
a small group which pioneered the
revival of the East Somerset Railway
at Cranmore.
Rededicated Lord Fisher at

Longmoor in 1969, the 0-4-0ST was
the last engine to leave Liss in 1971
when the military line’s preservation
scheme failed.
Moved to the Radstock-based

Somerset & Dorset project in 1972,
Lord Fisherwas transferred to
Cranmore when that plan failed.
It became the first locomotive to
arrive at what was then a new revival
scheme in 1973.
Meanwhile, Barry visited Dai

Woodham’s scrapyard in SouthWales,
where he purchased a former LMS
0-6-0 ‘Jinty’No. 47493 in 1972.
This engine was also moved to

Radstock – for temporary storage
– and later was transported to the

East Somerset Railway where it was
returned to steam in 1976 and given
the honour of working the first
passenger train out of Cranmore on
April 4, 1980.
When he retired from BR Eastleigh,

Barry sold the ‘Jinty’ to the Spa
Valley Railway.

Agreement
Yeovil RailwayCentre chairmanPaul
Gould said thatBarry,who livedat
Frome, visitedYeovil towards theend
of2010onanothermatterbut“wegot
chattingas youdo,”withBarry saying
that LordFisherhadbeen laidupat
Cranmore since2007.
Apparently there was little prospect

of an overhaul at Cranmore and as a
result of the ‘chat’an agreement to
move the engine to Yeovil was signed
on January 23, 2011.
An initial move to the Gartell Light

Railway at Templecombe was made
to enable the Barclay’s boiler to be
removed, the rolling chassis being
then sent on to Yeovil.

The engine was subsequently
overhauled and returned to traffic in
June 2013 and remains in service at
the Yeovil Railway Centre.
“It was always a pleasure to meet

and talk with Barry,”Paul said.
“He was a keen photographer in

the latter days of steam and we were
delighted to host an annual get-
together with Barry and his friends.
Sadly this will no longer take place.”
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Above:Didcot’s twoGWRnew-builds side

by side:No. 1014CountyofGlamorgan

(left),whichhasyet tohave itsboiler

fitted, and theHeritageRailway

Associationaward-winningnewSaint

4-6-0No. 2999LadyofLegend.GWS

The fireboxand thenewboilerbarrels for

No. 1014CountyofGlamorgan.GWS

Right:A coupling rod for thenew

HawksworthCounty.GWS

Avonside0-4-0TNo. 1909of1922 storedunrestored in

its owner’s farmshed inQueensland. Thebuyerhopes

tohave it runningon theBala LakeRailway in twoyears’

time.BLR

Help raise £175K
– and see a new
GWR County
steam in 2022!
JUST£175,000 isnowneeded to
complete thebuildingofGWR
Hawksworth4-6-0No. 1014County
ofGlamorgan.
The GreatWestern Society is

launching a fundraising campaign
with the aim of raising the money by
December 2021, so the locomotive
can steam in 2022.
Over the past two years, progress

on finishing County of Glamorgan

has accelerated, with work being
carried out at several sites. At Didcot,
the new smokebox and smokebox
saddle have been fitted, along with
the double chimney rescued from
No. 1006 County of Cornwall.
Fitting of the lubrication system is

ongoing and at various sites in the
Midlands, where machining of the
motion is taking place.
The firebox, which has been

converted from Stanier 8F
configuration (No. 48518, the donor
locomotive) to a GWR No. 15, has
now had its new barrels fitted and
is scheduled to be fully riveted up
during the autumnwith completion
expected by midsummer 2021.
The tubeplate has now been

completed and is nowwith the boiler
at contractor HBSS in Liverpool.
The outstanding items are the

tender tank (although the tender
chassis is now complete), the
safety valve (currently on order),
the superheater header, backhead
fittings and several smaller parts.
While there is no plan to take the

locomotive on the national network

Elsecar
surrenders
leasebut aims
to reopen
THEElsecarHeritageRailway

Trusthas surrendered its lease

toBarnsleyCouncilwhile

it endeavours toworkwith

the local authority to solve

problemswhicharepreventing it

fromreopening.

A statement on the Elsecar

Heritage Centre site said:

“The railway is an important

part of Barnsley’s history and

visitor offer and Barnsley

Council is committed to

securing the future of the

railway for residents and future

generations to enjoy.

“Elsecar Heritage Railway

Trust has faced a number of

challenges in recent times.

As landlord to the site, we

have been in regular contact

with trustees to look atways

to address these challenges

and tomake the railway a

viable attraction.

Future
“Theboardof trusteeshas

expressed that thebest, andonly

courseof action is to surrender

the lease to the railway sites that

areownedbyBarnsleyCouncil

while furtherwork takesplace

todetermine thenext steps.

The railway sites includeElsecar,

Cortonwoodand the railway line

between them.”

The council is now said to be

working alongside the trust

to ensure that the railway has

a successful and sustainable

future. In themeantime, it will

remain closed“while various

options are explored.”

The railway has operated as

a charity since the 1990s, but

has faced a series of financial

demands. It was said that a

shortage of volunteers with

the skills needed to run a

railway led to a contract with an

engineering firmbeing needed

to carry outmaintenance on the

one-mile line.

Severalmonths ago, its

flagship locomotive, Peckett OQ

0-6-0STNo. 2150 of 1954Mardy

Monsterwas reportedly sold

to a private buyer, allegedly

without the knowledge of

boardmembers. Based on

tractive effort, it has been said

that on BR,MardyMonster

would have qualified as a 7F in

terms of power classification.

Nobody at the railwaywas

available for comment.

Bala Lakegets anewold locomotive fromdownunder

following Didcot’s decision to
withdraw frommain line running,
the width over the cylinders of all
ex-GW locomotives means that route
availability is strictly curtailed and
No. 1014 would probably need a new
set of cylinders of narrower profile for
it to be practical.
Therefore, the project’s immediate

objective is to see the engine
completed and visiting heritage lines
following its launch and initial stay
at Didcot.

Project manager David Bradshaw
said: “We are all looking forward to
seeing a line-up of Saint, Castle, King,
Hall, Modified Hall, Grange, Manor
and County, all of which will have
examples in ticket over the next few
years. The possibility of including
Lode Star in the group remains, but
that is more problematic and it
certainly wouldn’t be in steam.”
➜Details ofhowtodonate

to theproject canbe foundat

didcotrailwaycentre.org.uk

HAVINGbuilt upa reputation for showcasing theQuarry

Hunslets andwagons fromtheNorthWales slatequarry

lines in recent years, theBala LakeRailway is repatriating

a locomotivewhich spent itsworking life inAustralian

sugar caneplantations.

A volunteer at the railway has purchased Bristol-built

Avonside 0-4-0TNo. 1909 of 1922, whichwas supplied

new to the plantations at FarleighMill in Queensland

andworked on its tramway system.

Last steamed in the Sixties, and subsequently

plinthed in a park near FarleighMill, No. 1909was

bought by enthusiast Eric Gibson and has since been

stored, undercover, complete, but unrestored, at his

private farm in Racecourse nearMackay.

To bring the Avonside home, the buyer underwent

the difficult task of persuading the Australian

Government to grant an export licence, failing at the

first attempt.

Bala Lake generalmanager David Jones said:“We are

delighted that the engine is coming to us.Whilewe

are principally home of theQuarry Hunslets, it will be

wonderful to have something different for our visitors

to see and ride behind.

“We understand the newowner’s intention is to

have the locomotive up and running in time for its

centenary. Having a slightly larger engine herewill

be very useful, handling the trains over the extended

railway into the town of Bala itself.”

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 41



The incident repair andwest repair shopsatWolvertonWorks

arenow likely to remain. PHILMARSH

Class08No. 08649 is seenbeing loaded fordepartureby the lifting shopon

January7. PHILMARSH

The lastWhitleybomber tobe repaired inWolverton’s

wheelshop is seen in1942, showing theenginepacked ina

crate inside. PHILMARSH COLLECTION

Reprieve for Victorian
WolvertonWorks buildings
ByPhilMarsh

THEthreatofdemolitionfacingall the
classicVictorianbuildingsatWolverton
Worksappearstohavebeenliftedbythe
currentowner.
Theworkswas opened inWolverton

in Buckinghamshire by Robert
Stephenson’s London& Birmingham
Railway in September 1838, at themid-
point of the 112-mile route. The new
towns ofWolverton andNewBradwell
were built to house theworkers and
service theworks, while the existing
towns of Stony Stratford andNewport
Pagnell also grew substantially.
Theworks has been home to Royal

Train vehicles since 1842 and built its
first saloons for QueenVictoria in 1869.
It has housed the Royal Train ever
since. Today it covers 36 acres, half its
size a century ago.
The future ofWolvertonWorkswas

first in serious doubt in 1986when BR
looked at rationalising its workshops,
but Swindon closedwhileWolverton
remained open under the auspices of
InterCity the following year.
A decade later, Privatisation brought

a change of directionwhenAlstom
bought theworks to carry out fleet
modifications to their new trains and
once thesewere completed, sold the
rail renovation business to Railcare
and the land and buildings to property
developers StModwen.
Moreworkwaswon as franchises

looked at overhauling, reliverying and
refreshing vehicles but the last decade
has seen a growing closure threatwith
Railcare entering administration in
July 2013.
Then just under three years ago

Milton Keynes Council granted
outline planning consent to St
Modwen, to demolish 99%of the
Victorian buildings.
German company Knorr-Bremse

bought the on-site rail renovation
business from the administrators and
ran it for five years from September
2013, posting cumulative losses of
more than £53million. Knorr-Bremse
sold the struggling business on to
theGemini Rail Group in November
2018. Gemini leases only the active
buildings, while Knorr-Bremse leased
thewhole site.

Fantastic story
Gemini’s chief executive Tim Jenkins
said its first task was“to stabilise the
Wolverton business model which
had clearly been in some distress
for nearly a decade. Gemini knew
they would inherit a mixed bag of
renovation contracts, but also a very
loyal and strong workforce.”
Tim said thatWolvertonWorks is now

operating at a real profit for the first
time in a decade.“There is a fantastic
story here and it proves that even
a huge oldworks like this, that has
suffered from some real challenging

times, with a bit of focus can be a
credible and sustainable businesswith
our project delivery strong.”
InVictorian times,Wolvertonwas a

market leader in the use of electricity
and in Edwardian days even boasted
an electrical-powered traverser and
was themarket leader in railway
carriage battery technology. Tim said
that such innovationswerewhat
the future ofWolverton partially
depended on, alongwith becoming
involvedwith the newest train fleets.
Being developed atWolverton

with partners, battery propulsion
technology is, Tim said,“moving
incredibly fast, especially in the
automotive industry.”With Formula 1
racing teams based in theMilton
Keynes and nearby Silverstone areas,
developing battery propulsion in
conjunctionwith the racing industry
could be a distinct possibility.
The rail vehicle renovationwork

will endwithin the two years and
in July, Gemini announced the
wheelshopwould closewith around
30 redundancies.With this traditional
work in steep decline:Wabtec at
DoncasterWorks announced around
450 redundancieswhile closing its
Kilmarnock facility.
The latestWolverton contract is to

provide commissioning support for
the Greater Anglia Bombardier-built
Class 720 Aventra trains based at
theworkswhile on commissioning
operations on theWest CoastMain
Line.
Tim said:“This give us access to a

new train and the opportunity to learn
about new fleets, developing new
skills in an areawemust get into to
survive.”He hinted that Gemini was
competing for similar commissioning
support work for other new fleets.

As a result of this Class 720work,
Gemini is hopeful of winningmore,
similar new trains contracts and as
a result is actively developing plans
for the 1900-built lifting shop.This
building is likely to be extended from
its current 200-yard length containing
six lines. It will be lengthened to
enable a 10-car Class 720 to be
accommodated andwill have two
bays added containing fourmore
tracks, whichwill be elevated above
floor level over a pit creating amodern
maintenance facility.

Return to its past
The incident repair andwest
repair shops are also looking at a
reprieve with the works likely to be
concentrated in this area, which
also includes the stores, the Royal
Train shed and high voltage test bay.
However, the 1902-built wheelshop,
whereWhitley bomberswere repaired
until 1942, andwhichwas originally
known as thewest paintshop and
top shop, is likely to be demolished
alongwith the derelict buildings and
developed by StModwen. Ironically,
it was thewheelshop that saved
theworks from total closure by
continuing to operatewhile it was in
administration in 2013.
If the battery propulsion project

comes to fruition,Wolvertonwill
return to its past when it was aworld
leader in rail battery development,125
years ago inVictorian times.
The northern side of theworks site

built from1860 is likely to become
a canal-side housing development
with the derelict smithy, joiners shop,
sawmill and power house demolished.
The central area is now aTesco
supermarket, a community centre and
a Lidl supermarket.

“If the battery propulsion project comes to fruition, Wolverton will return
to its past when it was a world leader in rail battery development, 125
years ago in Victorian times. “
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TYNESIDE’S StephensonSteam
Railway– thevenue formerly known
asStephensonRailwayMuseum–
reopened to thepubliconAugust 28,
with trainsoperatedbyvolunteers
fromtheNorthTynesideSteamRailway
Association restartingover thebank
holidayweekend.
The reopening saw Bagnall 0-6-0ST

No. 2994 of 1950 No. 410 Thomas

Burt MP (formerly named Vulcan)
repainted in its original red livery.
It hauled the afternoon services,
with Class 08 No. 08915 heading

those in the mornings.
The museum displays have recently

been redeveloped, thanks to finance
from DCMS/Wolfson Museums and
Galleries Improvement Fund, to
celebrate the role of the Stephensons
and North Tyneside in the pioneering
days of railways.
Due to social distancing, a limited

number of people are admitted into
the museum and onto the trains
at any one time. Advance booking
is mandatory. Ticketed time slots
can be booked through www.

stephensonsteamrailway.org.uk and
visitors are required to wear face
coverings in the museum, on the
platform and in carriages.
Association chairman Stephen

Thornton said: “In the early days of
the lockdown, our volunteers were
still on site carrying out security
checks. As the lockdown eased we
were able to get stuck back into
various projects in the workshop and
place the railway into a good position
to open as soon as Government
guidelines allowed us to.”

Toaccompany the trail, the

grouphasalsopublisheda

free40-pageself-guidingwalk

booklet.

FlyingScotsman
Mid-Norfolkvisit
rearranged

Tyneside’s Stephenson railway museum
now open and running trains again

Bagnall 0-6-0STNo. 2994of1950No. 410ThomasBurtMP reliveriedandback inaction. TYNE&WEAR ARCHIVES &MUSEUMS

Newwalking trail follows England’s oldest line
ByRobinJones

AHERITAGE trail commemorating the
Mansfield&PinxtonRailway, theoldest
continuously-runningcommercial line in
England,hasbeenopened.
After months of isolation, around 25

members of the Mansfield & Pinxton
Railway Project group, who designed
the boards, met at the Boat Inn in
Pinxton on August 27 to officially
launch the trail, which has been
backed by a grant of £90,000 from the
National Lottery Heritage Fund.
The Boat Inn has been on the same

site as the start of the original railway
for the entire 201-year life of the line.
Seven heritage information boards
have been erected along the eight-
mile-long railway, starting at the inn
and ending at Mansfield station.
Each one has been strategically

located to commemorate specific
parts of the original railway and
located in such a way that both
commuters and walkers can easily
access them. Other sites include
Sutton Parkway station; Lowmoor
Road, Kirkby; Aldi, Urban Road,
Kirkby; Portland Park, Kirkby and near

the level crossing in Station Road,
Pinxton.
The Kirkby & District Archaeological

Group has joined with the Old
Mansfield Society, Sutton Heritage
Society, Pinxton & South Normanton
History Society and railway historians
to celebrate the heritage of the line.
The Mansfield & Pinxton Railway

was officially opened on April 13,
1819 amidst pomp and ceremony.
It allowed coal to bemore easily

brought into Mansfield to fire the
industrial boilers and furnaces,
while exports of stone, malt
and sand, amongst other items,
rapidly increased.
As built, the line was laid on stone

blocks and horses hauled the trains.
Steam locomotives did not appear in
Mansfield until 1849.
Those first wagons were pulled

along by horses. It was not until
1849 that Mansfield saw its first

steam locomotive.
Passenger services ended in 1964,

but half of the original railway has
now been incorporated into the
Robin Hood line, while the other half
branches off toward Pinxton, still
carrying a freight.
The group aims to conduct

guided walks along the route soon,
subject to Government guidance.
More details are available at www.
mansfieldandpinxton200.btck.co.uk/

Membersof theMansfield&PinxtonRailwayProjectGrouparound theBoat Innheritage

interpretationboard.DENIS HILL

LNERA3PacificNo.60163Flying

Scotsman’scancelledvisit tothe

Mid-NorfolkRailwayhasbeen

rearrangedforOctober2-18,2021.

Itwill appear on the line for 10

days, bothon static display and

haulingpassenger trains.

The visitwasoriginally due to

takeplace inOctober, but the

locomotive’s 2020programme

was cancelledbyowner the

National RailwayMuseumdue

toCovid-19.

GeneralmanagerGeorge

Saville said:“All of us are looking

forward towelcoming this

famous engine to the railway

andbeing joinedby themany

enthusiastswhowill travel here

to experience a rideona train

hauledby FlyingScotsman.

“This year has seen the

coaching stock refurbishedand

significantly added to,which

means that our passengerswill

be travelling ingreater comfort

behind FlyingScotsman along

ourbeautiful line.”

Ticketswill goon sale early

next year.
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Narrow Gauge Railway
Museum reopens
ByGarethEvans

THENarrowGaugeRailwayMuseumat
Tywyn reopenedonSeptember5.
Thanks to financial grants totalling

£19,700 from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund and theWelsh
Government, two attendants have
been employed for the first time.
Luke Ryan and Frank Nolan will offer
tours of the museum, which must be
prebooked through the website free
of charge.
On entry, each visitor will have their

temperature checked using a non-
contact digital thermometer. Face
masks must be worn while in the
museum. Only one party is permitted
inside during each entry slot – and
visits are timed to last a maximum of
30 minutes.

Although theWelsh Government
allowedmuseums to reopen from
July 27, most found the process
difficult and complex, with the
NGRM being no exception. The grant
funding has allowed the venue to
make the changes needed for safe
public access, as well as for the
two staff.
The museum, which is located

within the Talyllyn Railway’s station
complex, is being reopened on a
phased basis – the first-floor being
the final part.
A ‘museum outside’ is also being set

up, with new interpretation boards
for the outdoor exhibits – mainly
historic wagons.
For more information, visit

narrowgaugerailwaymuseum.org.uk
or telephone 01654 710472.

ThomasBach ready to runagain
THE Llanberis LakeRailway’s

QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STNo. 849

of 1904 ThomasBach steamedon

September 14 for thefirst time in

eight years after being rebuilt by

NorthBayRailway Engineering

(NBRE) inDarlington.

Supplied new to Dinorwic

Quarry where it becameNo. 4, it

was later namedWild Aster after

a racehorse.When it entered

service on the heritage line in

1988, it carried the name Thomas

Bach (‘Little Thomas’), the

nickname of its regular driver in

quarry days.

The locomotive, which has a

new boiler built by Bennetts,

was due to return to Llanberis in

late September.

David Humphreys, managing

director of NBRE, said:“We thank

the directors of the Llanberis

Lake Railway for their trust in us

to complete the rebuild of their

historic locomotive, and hope it

brings pleasure to their team and

passengers for decades to come.”

DevelopmentsunderwayatTywyn’sNarrowGaugeRailwayMuseuminclude

enhanced interpretationof thewagonsdisplayedoutdoors. Thiswas the

progress reachedon theprojectonAugust29.GARETH EVANS

QuarryHunslet 0-4-0STThomasBach ready to returnhome.NBRE

South Tynedale Railway
operator in administration
ByRobinJones

SOUTHTynedaleRailwayLtdhasgone
intoadministrationwiththe lossof
five jobs.
The company, which runs the

2ft gauge line between Alston
and Slaggyford, has declared itself
insolvent and is no longer active, with
five of its employees, based in Alston,
having beenmade redundant.
The Covid-19 lockdown and the

total loss of income has been largely
blamed for the company’s failure, as
it has not been able to run trains this
year. Officials had looked into running
socially-distanced public services, but
decided that theywould have been
able to accommodate only a fifth of
the normal level of passengers, and

therefore would have run at a loss.
The SouthTynedale Railway

Preservation Society, the registered
charity which laid the line on the
trackbed of the former Haltwhistle
to Alston branchwhich BR closed in
1976, is not affected.

Future
The society,whichopened thenarrow
gauge line fromAlston in1983,will
now investigate theestablishmentof
anewbusinessmodelwhichcould
seevolunteers restart servicesnext
year.Trustees andup to20volunteers
havebeenworking tomaintain the
five-mile route toSlaggyford, towhich it
extendedonly twoyears ago, in recent
weeksandwill take careof the railway
during thewintermonths.

Trustees chairmanDavidMcGrath
said:“We are now looking at other
ways of running the railway in 2021,
and are now in hibernationmode
while we sort things out.
“The question is whether a small

railway in a fairly remote area can
survive. Can it earn enoughmoney
through its fare box to pay its way?
“For a number of years, the

trading companywas struggling to
break even.
“However, the society owns the

railway, which is still a going concern.
We have a really good group of
trustees and volunteers whowill do all
they can to run it.”
In June, the National Heritage

Lottery Fund’s Heritage Emergency
Fund awarded the society £49,500

to helpmeet its overheads
during lockdown.

Appeal
Partof themoneyhasbeenused tohire
contractorMetcalfePlantHire to carry
out repairs ona landslip at Slaggyford,
reprofiling thewest slopeof theaffected
cuttingand reinstating the fence lineat
the top.
➜ In themeantime, thesocietyhas

launchedanSOSappeal for fundsto

compensate for thetotal lossof income

thisyear.Donationsmaybemadeat

www.south-tynedale-railway.org.uk/

covid-19-appeal/

Thesociety isalsoappealing forwould-

bevolunteers tocontact IanMillwardat

volunteering@south-tynedale-railway.

org.uk
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ASTEAMlocomotivecomponenthas
beenrediscoveredontheMid-Norfolk
Railwayat thesiteofa traincrashof105
yearsago.
The firehole deflector plate was

uncovered by volunteers at County
School station duringmaintenance
work on the permissive footpath that
runs alongside the trackbed.
Volunteer stationmaster Richard

Cullen, who is overseeing the
restoration of this detached part of
the railway said:“After digging it out,
it appeared to us, that we had found
the firehole deflector plate from a
steam locomotive.”
Built by the GER in 1886, County

School served as a junction station
between the Dereham to Fakenham
line and the East Norfolk Railway’s
branch line to Aylsham andWroxham.
However, the station never had an
engine shed, or any facilities to service
or repair steam locomotives.
During January 1915, a GER freight

train travelling fromWroxham,
hauled byY14 0-6-0 No. 629 and
comprising 12 empty and four loaded
wagons, collided at slow speedwith

HERITAGE railwayserviceson

the IsleofManwereextended

bya further threeweeksdue to

unexpectedpublicdemand.

More than 27,000 journeys

weremadeon the Isle ofMan

SteamRailway and theManx

Electric Railway since they

reopened in July to four-day

timetables, according to the

ManxGovernment.

Bothwere due to close on

September 13, but their seasons

were extendeduntil October 4,

after passenger numbers

exceededpredictions.

However, the Snaefell

Mountain Railway remained

closeddespite theManx Electric

Railway Society offering to

provide £9000 so that a special

anniversary service could

be run.

Is this a relic
of 1915 GER
train crash?

a passenger train from Fakenham
headed byT26 2-4-0 No. 446, on the
scissor crossing close to the County
School signal box, resulting in both
engines and some of thewagons and
coaches being damaged, but there
were no injuries.
The following inquiry placed the

responsibility for the crash on the
driver of the goods train.
A damaged buffer, believed to

be from the tender of one of the
locomotives, is already on display at
the stationmuseum.The buffer was
previously discovered at the site and
the deflector plate, once conservation
work is completed, will be added to
this growingmuseum.
Richard said:“We at the railway

would be delighted to hear from
anybodywhomight have some
knowledge on this unusual find and of
course we are always on the lookout
for volunteers to join us, to helpwith

the restoration of the railway at this
wonderful station.”
The station presently serves as a

visitor centre and small museum,
including a display about the Norfolk
County School/Watt’s Naval School
that gave the station its unusual
name. Due to Covid-19, themuseum
remains closed to the public, but it is
planned to reopen in spring 2021.
The railway can be contacted via the

website at www.mnr.org.uk

Manx lines
passenger
boom

Theaftermathof the1915 train crashatCountySchool.MNR

The rusting fireholedeflectorplate

whichwasuncoveredatCounty

School.MNR
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THEGWRmade itspresence felt in
Talisman’s rescheduledauction that ran
fromAugust 3-7, althoughBR’sMidland
Regionand theLondon&North
WesternRailwayensured itwasn’t one-
way traffic at the topof the leaderboard.
Topof thecharts at £5700 in this

telephone, email andpostal salewas
nameplateTawstockCourt, fromGWR
Saint class 4-6-0No. 2951 that saw
service fornearly40years, from1913
until June1952,when itwaswithdrawn
fromGloucesterHortonRoad (85B) and
theplateboughtby thevendor’s father
for just £1.

Midland Region and LNWR
keep the GWR on track in
rescheduled TRA auction

Keeping theplate companywith
a£4100 realisationwascabside
numberplate1503,whichwascarried
notbyamain lineexpress locomotive
butbyahumble0-6-0PT thatwas
designedbyGWRchiefmechanical
engineer FWHawksworthbutbuilt by
BR inAugust1949.Oneofonly10 in its
class, the loco spent its entire life atOld
OakCommon (81A), fromwhere itwas
withdrawn inDecember1963.
Headboard‘TheThames-Clyde

Express’fromaLondonStPancras-
Glasgowtrainwent for £3650andan
LNWRhandlamp fromLord’sBridge

on theoutskirts ofCambridgeon the
line toBedford for£2150,while a large
selectionofBRandpre-Nationalisation
tickets covering secondaryandbranch
lines inmuchof EnglandandWales
sold in three lots at £2100and twoat
£1900each.
Station totemsigns thenmuscled in

on theaction, ledbyBR(M)SuttonPark
at £2050, accompaniedbyanother
MidlandRegionexample, Penns, and
BR(E)Downham,at £1550apiece, and
mixing itwith this triowasaScottish
Region‘Station’double-sidedenamel
direction sign thatwent for £1850.
Two items that each realised£1750

wereacomplete13ft highGreat
NorthernRailway somersault signal
fromGranthamand the smokebox
numberplate fromLNERB1class4-6-0
No. 61189SirWilliamGray, andaPreston
&LongridgeRailwayearly-Victorian
boundarymarkerwent toanewhome
for£1550.
Another locomotive itemwasaGreat

NorthernRailway1910Doncaster
worksplate (worksNo. 1259) fromN1

class 0-6-2TNo. 69444 thatwas taken
outof service fromCopleyHill, Leeds
(56C) inOctober1956 (£1350). Prices
excludebuyer’spremiumof15%(+
VAT).
Talisman’sRogerPhipps said:“We

weredelightedwith theperformance
at the sale,withmany itemsachieving
veryhighprices.The takewasmore
thancomparablewithwhatwe
wouldnormally achieveatour live
Newarkauctions.”

Every lot finds a home as Abbott Collection
sale achieves 100% success
ASREPORTED in lastmonth’s issue, theauctionof
thewidely-acclaimedKennethAbbott collection
ofgardenscaleand live steamandelectricmodel
locomotivesonAugust18 raised£132,000 for
theWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway.Kenneth,
aprominentmemberofLeicesterModelRailway
GroupwhowasknownasMike,died last yearat the
ageof89, andthebequest to theheritage railway
wasmade inhiswill.
The topprice in the liveonlineauction inwhich

everyoneof the229 lots sold,was£5500 fora live
steam3inscaleAveling&Porter road roller,but
behind it cameno fewer than44 railwaymodels
with realisations into four figures.The leaderof this
particularpackwasa7¼ingauge live steammodel
ofanOrenstein&Koppel0-4-2T thatwent for£4000,
with the runner-upbeinganelectric7¼ingauge
MetropolitanRailwayBo-BoNo.8SherlockHolmes

(£3600).
At£3400camea5ingauge live steamunidentified

green-livered2-6-0T,whileapair thatwentunder the

hammer for£3000eachwasaGauge I live steam
LNERClassA3PacificNo.60046DiamondJubileeand
anelectric7¼ingaugeClass35D7086.
ThreemoreGauge I live steammodels filling the

next slotswereTalyllynRailway0-4-0TDolgoch
(£2900),ValeofRheidol2-6-2TNo.7OwainGlyndwr
(£2800), andLMSPrincessCoronationNo.46232
DuchessofMontrose (£2600).This last realisation
wasmatchedbya largequantityofGauge I spares,
includingwheels, chassis, and locomotivebodies.
Another featureof thecollection togounder

thehammerwasa large selectionofOO-gauge
locomotives, thewinnersofwhichwere sixHornby
models soldasa single lot for £260.ThesewereSR
Nos. 3408192Squadronand35028ClanLine, LMS
No. 5541DukeofSutherland, andLNER trio
Nos. 60102SirFrederickBanbury, 60106Flying
Fox, and61665 LeicesterCity, this B17‘Footballer’
perhapsdisplayingKenneth’s support forhis local
football team.
Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof15%(+VAT).

The liveonlinesalewasheldbyGildings
inMarketHarborough,andAndrew

Smith, theauctionhouse’smodel
railwayspecialist, said:“It is rare fora
collectionof this sizeandscopeto

comeupatauction,andthe
highpriceswereatestament
bothtothevalueof the
collectionandthe lengths
seriouscollectorswillgoto
inorder toownsuch items.”

RAILWAYtickets fromChina,HongKong,Taiwan

andTasmania tooktheplaudits inPaddingtonTicket

Auctions’postal sale thatendedonAugust25,but

theLNERputupafightwithaplatformticket froma

stationthatcollectorswereunawarehadever issued

suchtickets.

Thehighest realisationwas£940foracollection

of11tickets that includedexamples fromthe

Canton-KowloonRailway issued in1935andChina

GovernmentRailway in1949and1983,andbehindat

£660were13Tasmaniantickets fromtheearly-1950s

and1973.SixTaiwanesetickets fromthe late-1950s

andearly-1960sweighed

inat£560.

TheLNERplatform

ticket,whichalso realised

£560,was issuedby

WhitbyWestCliff station

onSeptember7,1938.

Thestationwasopened

bytheWhitbyRedcar&

MiddlesbroughUnionRailway inDecember1883on

the linetoLoftus thatwasrunfromthebeginning

bytheNorthEasternRailwayandtakenoverbythat

company in1889. ItwasclosedbyBR inJune1961.

“It isveryunusual indeedtocomeacrossa

previouslyunheard-ofplatformticket,”said

PaddingtonTickets’DaveJones.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof10%(+VAT).

Far East andAustraliawin
theday, butunknown
LNER tickethas its say

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY
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GREATCentral’s sixth fortnightly
internet, email, telephoneandpostal
auction that endedonAugust21
peakedat£6000, thanks tonameplate
Snowdon, fromLondon&NorthWestern
RailwayPrecedent classNo. 2191.
This 2-4-0wasbuilt atCrewe in1875,

rebuilt as an ImprovedPrecedent in
1892, andwithdrawnby theLMSas
No. 25001 inNovember1934,making
it the last in theclass tobe takenout
of service.Modernheritage traction
enthusiastswill remember thename
beingcarried ina later eraby1959-built
Class 44‘Peak’D9/44009.
Station totemsigns continued their

recentmarchwith three four-figure
realisations, headedat£2100byBR(NE)

Slaithwaite fromtheHuddersfield-
Manchester line, followedbyBR(Sc)
Ardlui on theWestHighlandLine
(£1700), andBR(W)Towyn, aCambrian
Coast Line station subsequently
renamedTywyn,whichwent for £1250.
The smokeboxnumberplate from

preservedGWRNo. 7027Thornbury
Castle, namedafter a16thcentury
Grade I listedcastle andcountryhouse
inGloucestershire that is nowahotel,
sold for £1750.This 4-6-0wasaBR
product, havingbeenbuilt at Swindon
inSeptember1949, andafterbeing
moved toWoodhamBros’scrapyard in
Barry followingwithdrawal inDecember
1963, entered theworldofpreservation
inAugust 1972.

GCRA sale peaks at £6k as
Snowdon hits the heights

Anoriginal oil paintingbyBarryPrice
that sold for £1000wasof SRMerchant
NavyPacificNo. 35004CunardWhiteStar

departing fromSeaton Junctionwith
aDownexpress. Pricesexcludebuyer’s
premiumof15%(+VAT).

LITERARYgiantLordByronwas

inthespotlightatGreatCentral’s

seventhfortnightly internet,email,

telephoneandpostalauctionthat

endedonSeptember4,when

nameplateByron fromCrewe

1952-builtStandardBritannia

No.70031waswayaheadof the

packwithahammerpriceof£6100.

The full title of theLondon-born

poet,whodied in1824aged just

36,wasGeorgeGordonByron, 6th

BaronByron,butBRmighthave

struggled to fit suchplateson the

Pacific’s smokedeflectors.

Runner-uptothe‘Brit’at£2800

wasa‘RomfordJct frame’cast letters

onawoodnameboardfromthe

GreatEasternMainLine junctionto

Upminster,and in thirdplacewith

apriceof£2600wasaBR(E) totem

signMablethorpe, fromastation

openedbyLouth&EastCoast

Railway inOctober1877andclosed

inOctober1970.

Another four-figurerealisation

was£1250foraBR(E)‘Tilburyand

Southend lineFenchurchStreet’

directionenamelsign.Pricesexclude

buyer’spremiumof15%(+VAT).

Theseconsecutive80-lot

fortnightlyauctionseach include

asinglemain linenameplate,and

priceshaverangedfrom£13,700

(66Squadron fromSRNo.34110)

to£3000forCaxtonHall fromGWR

No.5922,withoneother five-figure

realisation,£10,300 forPortlandBill

fromex-LBSCRNo.32038.

Around£6khasemergedas

thecollector’s‘comfortzone’, as

illustratedbyByron in this report

at£6100,Snowdon fromLNWR

No.2191/LMSNo.25001,which

went forprecisely£6000 inGreat

Central’s sixthmini sale,and, from

otherearlier sales,KingLeodegrance

fromBRStandardNo.73118and

Conqueror fromLMSNo.45701,both

at£6300.

Overseas steam rules in slide sale

THEquarterly Paperchase auction

of railwaypaperwork andother

printed collectables is a gemwhich

has a loyal following for its nod to

the calmwaters of thepast rather

than the tsunami of the internet

today. It is for those of uswho

aren’t Luddites but still appreciate

a charming simplicity inwhich

‘platforms’are foundon stations

andnotwithin the vastworld of

the internet.

It is runbyBrianMoakes,who

launched the venture in 1991. It has

a simple black-and-white catalogue

which lists around500 lots per

sale,most ofwhich have a starting

price of £2, and features a very

small gallery of images.Timetables,

maps, publicity items, photographs,

negatives, slides, posters, official

publications, postcards, handbills

luggage labels, and IanAllanABCs,

abound, and there’s also abus and

LondonTransport selection.

Times, however, are changing, ever

so slightly, for Brianhas decided to

make the catalogue available online,

albeitwith thebiddingmethods

as before, by telephone, email or

post.The influencing factor behind

his decision is that itwill allowhim

to illustrate every lot, although the

printed catalogue in its previous

stylewill be available on request

to thosewhodon’t have internet

access or prefer theprintedword.

“We live in the eBay era inwhich

collectors like to seephotographs

ofwhat they are thinkingof

bidding for,”explainedBrian,who

is a former director of Sheffield

RailwayanaAuctions.

Thenext Paperchase salewill run

fromOctober 14 toNovember 3, and

Brian,whowasborn inMansfield

and collects railwayana relating to

his home town, is promising such

items as RailwayClearingHouse

maps, early Bradshaw timetables,

andpre-Groupingpublic timetables,

includingBristol & Exeter Railway.

Paperchasemoves catalogueonlinewith illustrationsof every lot

EUROPEANandSouthAmerican
steamdominatedtheAugust24-30
Justaclickagoonlinesaleof railway
photographs, slidesandnegatives,with
topbillingat£1450goingto1400colour
slidesofmainly1970s’scenes inGreece,
Portugal, Sardinia,Turkey,Spainand Italy.
Aselectionof1000slidesofSouth

Americansteaminthe1970sand80s,
includingArgentina,BoliviaandPeru,
went for£710,and450slidesof Irish
steam,dieselsand infrastructure in the

1960s for£675,with locations including
WaterfordandCork.
Mixing itwiththis triowere2500slides

ofUKdiesels,electricsandDMUstaken
between1989-96 (£875),while360BR
infrastructureslides fromthe1960swent
for£660,andnearly200 images taken in
the1980sbyaDerbyWork’semployee
that featuredthe insideof theworks,
DerbystationandtheNottinghamarea
fetched£620.Pricesexcludebuyer’s
premiumof15%.

➜GWRailwayana isholding its third
‘Buy&Go’saleonOctober3,withthe
600 lotsofgeneral railwayana,noneof
whichhasareserve, includinganumber
ofcast ironsignsanda largecollection
ofGWRjigsaws. It startsat9.30am,and
biddingwillbe liveonthe internetand
viacommissionbids.
➜FOURkitbuiltO-gaugeelectricmodels
ofLNER,LMSandGWRlocomotives
tooktheplaudits inaVectismodel train,
railwaybooksandoriginalpaintings
saleonAugust21,withthe leaderof
thepackat£800beingLNERV2class
No.60873Coldstreamer.
FollowingtheGresley-designed2-6-2

wasLMSPrincessCoronationPacific

No.46238CityofCarlisle (£750),GWR
No.6009KingCharles II (£600), and
asecondLMSloco,RoyalScot4-6-0
No.46149TheMiddlesexRegiment (£500).
Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof25%
(incVAT).Biddingat theauctionwas live
online,orvia the internet, commission,
telephoneorpost.
➜CONTINENTAL tractionwonthe
day inthemodel trainsectionofaLacy
Scott&Knightcollectors’auction inBury
StEdmundsonAugust22,whenan
O-gaugeBo-Boelectric locomotive in
RhaetianBahnofSwitzerland liverysold
for£700.Theprice for themodel,made
byLGBofGermany,excludesbuyer’s
premiumof20%(+VAT).

Poetic justice for‘Brit’asByron tops
the charts inGCRA fortnightly sale

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA



48 Heritagerailway.co.uk ind us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

RAILWAYANA

ANAMEPLATEandworksplate froman
enigmatic saddle tankthatwasnevera
GWRlocomotivebutwasacquiredby
BR’sWesternRegionafterNationalisation
in1948, is togounder thehammerata
TransportAuctionsofLondonsaleon
October31.
Theyare fromBRNo.1Hercules, aW4

class0-4-0STbuiltbyPeckett&Sons
(worksNo.810) in1900which,after
industrialandcollieryuse inPortTalbot
andBritonFerry,moved in1942to
YstalyferaTinWorks intheupperSwansea
Valley.BRbought the locomotive in1948
followingthework’s liquidation,andafter
overhaulatSwansea’sDanygraigdepot
itwasallocatedtoGurnos,asubshedof
SwanseaVictoria (87K), fromwhere itwas
withdrawninJanuary1954.
TheHerculesnameplatewascarried

RailwayanaAuction
Calendar
■October2-16

GreatCentral Railwayana
(Internet, email, telephone

andpostal)

■October3

GWRailwayana‘Buy&Go’
(Live internetbidding,email,

telephoneandpostal)

■October14-November3

Paperchase
(Email, telephoneandpostal)

■October16-30

GreatCentral Railwayana
(Internet, email, telephone

andpostal)

■EndingOctober24

GreatNorthernRailwayana
(Email, telephoneandpostal)

Victorian loco acquired by
BR after Nationalisation
heads Western contingent

ononly the locomotive’s left-handside,
thenumberwaspaintedonthecabsides
rather than intheGWR/BR(W)tradition
ofacast ironorbrassplate,and inthe
1948 IanAllanCombinedVolumeofBR
locomotives it is incorrectly listedasan
0-6-0Twithno indicationof itsname.By
1953theABCwasmoreaccurate, listing
itcorrectlyasan0-4-0STand including
itsname,butalsoshowing itasbeinga
service locomotive.This laterpublication
also includedaphotograph,creditedto
CHSOwen.
StillonaWesterntheme, theauction

also featuresan1893GWRSwindon

maker’splatebelievedtobefromcrane
No.242andaTaffValeRailwaytrespass
sign,while in thesamecategoryare
aMetropolitan&GreatCentral Joint
Committee’sprivate roadsignand
SouthernRailwayChilworthandCooden
Beachstationtargetsigns.
Theauction,which includes itsusual

selectionofLondonUnderground
memorabilia, startsat11amandwill
bebroadcast liveonthe internetwith
anaudio-visual linkand livebidding,
supportedbytelephoneandcommission
bids,andviewingwillbeavailableduring
thetwoweeks leadinguptothesale.

Areyoua

userofonline

professional

networking

websiteLinkedIn?

If so, follow the recently launched
HeritageRailwaymagazinepage
onLinkedInatwww.linkedin.
com/company/heritage-railway-

magazine/

BY GEOFF COURTNEY
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Yetmorehistorywasmadeon theFfestiniogRailwayonSeptember5,
whennewly-restoredLargeEngland0-4-0STTNo. 5WelshPonynotonly
hauled the first passenger trainbeyondTan-y-Bwlch since lockdown,
butmade its first-ever journeyover the spiral loopatDduallt. The loop
ispart of theLlynYstradaudeviationwhichwasbuilt between1965-78,
longafterWelshPonypreviously last steamed in1940. It is seenheading
amembers’ special around the spiral toTanygrisiau.CHRIS PARRY



RTC all set for Christmas excursion programme
ENCOURAGEDbypassenger reaction
to revised limited seatingarrangements
setout tomeetCovid-19 regulationsas
experiencedduringAugust andearly
Septemberwith its Euston-Carlisle
‘CumbrianMountainExpress’, the‘Royal
Duchy’and two‘Waverley’trips from
York, theRailwayTouringCompany
(RTC) said that the firm’s current
brochure is still valid.
Talkingof theBristol-Plymouthand

Par triponAugust 30, RTC’smanaging
directorKellyOsborne thanked IanRiley,
whoprovided‘BlackFive’No. 44871 for
theday. Kelly’s search for suitablemotive
powerendedwith Ian supplyingoneof
his‘goanywhere’4-6-0s.
Apart fromthecancellationof

October17‘TheYorkshireman’,

excursions listed in thebrochureduring
October–‘TheEasterling’hauledbyA1
PacificNo. 60163Tornado fromLondon
King’sCross toNorwichandLowestoft
onOctober3and‘TheTinBath’
fromPreston,WiganNorthWestern,
ManchesterVictoria andSheffieldon
October25would run.
November is set tobeabusy

month forRTC, kickingoffwith the
Bristol-Chester‘TheCheshireman’on
Saturday,November14, anda second
‘Cheshireman’, starting fromEustonon
Saturday,November21.
OnTuesday,November24,Gloucester

andCardiff are thedestinationsof a train
fromLondonVictoria.
Thursday,November26 sees‘The

ChristmasSussexBelle’leaveLondon

Victoria forBrighton.The‘YorkYuletide
Express’starts fromEalingBroadwayon
November28.
All excursions listed forNovemberare

booked forhaulagebyTornado, aswill
be the‘WorcesterChristmasFayre’from
Norwich toWorcesteronDecember3,
theA1being replacedbyadiesel at
Peterboroughon the return.
Saturday,December5,will seeRTC run

twosteam-hauled seasonal specials.
The‘YorkYuletideExpress’will run

fromLiverpool LimeStreet and the
‘LincolnChristmasExpress’from
King’sCross.
Tuesday,December8, seesTornado

head the‘Bath&Bristol Christmas
Express’fromLondonVictoria.
LMS‘BlackFive’No. 44871 is set to

haul the‘BirminghamandShrewsbury
ChristmasExpress’fromPaddingtonvia
OxfordonDecember12,while the same
day,Tornado is booked towork the
‘EdinburghChristmasMarket’fromYork
inbothdirections.
The‘ChristmasWhiteRose’toYork is

scheduled todepart fromCambridge
behindTornadoonThursday,December
17, and fromKing’sCrossonSaturday,
December19.
Next year’s flagship‘GreatBritain

XIV’nine-day tour is advertised to run
betweenApril 16-24.
The itinerarywill bebasedon that

setout for this year’s cancelled trip, the
tour starting fromKing’sCross. A small
numberof seatswere still available as
weclosed forpress.

BritanniawithdrawnandSirNigelGresley returndelayeddue toCovid-19
WITH thewithdrawal of BR 7P 4-6-2

No. 70000Britannia following the

expiry of itsmain line ticket on

September 1, Locomotive Services

Limited has lost a prominent

member of its fleet of top link

passenger locomotives.

Britannia, which briefly

masqueraded as sister No. 70022

Tornadoduring the summer,will

now join the line of engineswaiting

for attention at Crewe.These

includeA2Pacific No. 60532Blue

Peter and 4-6-0No. 5029Nunney

Castle, the former now longoverdue

for completion.

Due to have joined the fleet

in June, LNERA4 class 4-6-2

No. 60007 SirNigelGresley remains

under overhaul atYork.When

theNational RailwayMuseum

shut because of the Covid-19

lockdown, itsworkshopwas also

closed.Themuseumhas nowbeen

reopened for someweeks, but

theworkshop remains closed to

theGresley Pacific’s full-time and

voluntaryworkforce.

Asmatters stand, it seems that the

A4will not be steameduntil at least

the endof this year – or later.

As of now, the Locomotive

Services line up consists of LMS

4-6-0No. 46100Royal Scot,Bulleid

Pacific No. 34046Braunton and

LMS‘Black Five’4-6-0No. 45231The

SherwoodForester.Whether the

‘Black Five’is given regularwork

remains to be seen.

SaphosTrains has only four

excursions listed to run this year.

OnOctober 7, the‘SevernValley

Enterprise’departs Crewe for

Kidderminster.The‘WelshMarches

Christmas Explorer’which starts

fromWilmslow for Shrewsbury on

November 21 is sold out.

OnDecember 17, the‘Pennine

Moors Christmas Explorer’departs

fromCrewe,with the‘White Rose’

leavingWolverhampton forYork on

the 19th.

Successful ‘Jacobite’ season extended

Steam in stunning scenery: LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45212 ispicturedatNanUmh

viaductwith theafternoon journeyof ‘The Jacobite’ on July21.DAVE COLLIER

ByCedric Johns

THEWestHighland linehasprovena
hit in the late summer,withWestCoast
Railwaysoperatingup to five charters a
week to satisfypublicdemandduring
August andSeptember, despite the
impactof lockdown, aswell as increased
sevenday-a-week‘Jacobite’running.
TheWestHighlandExtension‘Jacobite’

seasonwas further increased inmid-
Septemberwithdaily runningextended
toSunday,October25.Whileno
Christmas‘Jacobite’trains areplanned,
the service isdue to recommenceat
Easter 2021. In termsof loadings, itwas
understood that almost all trainshave
been fullybooked,withpassenger
spacing reflectingCovid-19 regulations.
NorthEasternLocomotive

PreservationGroup-ownedK12-6-0
No. 62005 isbooked toheadsouth from
FortWilliamsoonafter September27.
Havingperformedwell during its

stay, theK1willmove toGrosmonton
theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway,
following tyre-turningatCarnforth.
At theendof the2021 season, the

K1will be stopped for its seven-year
heavyoverhaulwhich, it is anticipated

will takeplaceatCarnforth. In addition
to theHighlandservice,WestCoast’s
‘ScarboroughFlyers’werewell
supportedwithLMSJubilee4-6-0
No. 45699Galatea (runningasHolbeck’s
long-lostNo. 45562Alberta) providing
steambetweenYorkandScarborough.
As reported last issue, Bulleid

MerchantNavyPacificNo. 35018British
IndiaLineandLMS4-6-0No. 46115
ScotsGuardsmanhavebeenalternated
during‘TheDalesman’programme.
Operatedas the‘PendleDalesman’,

remaining trips arebooked for
departures fromWolverhampton,
October14, Bangor,October24and
Chesterfield,October28.
No. 6201PrincessElizabeth is set to

haul a‘NorthernBelle’excursionon
October3and19.
IanRiley’s‘BlackFive’,No. 44871moved

south fromBury tohead theRailway
TouringCompany’s‘RoyalDuchy’on
August 30.No. 44871wasdue togo
north toFortWilliamto join fellow‘Black
Fives’Nos. 45407andNo. 45212 inan
effort toevenout tyre-wear.
LNERA3PacificNo. 60103Flying

Scotsman is booked tohead two trips
over theSettle andCarlisle line in

December.The first, onSaturday the
12th, departs fromLiverpool Lime
Street; the second, fromManchester
Victoria, onSaturday the19th.
WestCoast’s Pullmanset, diesel-

hauledbymatching-liveriedClass 47/57

locomotives, heads toEdinburghwith
the‘Spirit of theLakes’pre-Christmas
trains fromCleethorpesonSaturday,
December5,Hull onWednesday,
December9andPeterboroughon
Saturday,December12.
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Pair travelled 100
miles to spray
carriage with graffiti
ByRobinJones

TWOmenfromTynesidewerearrestedaftermaking
a journeyofmorethan100miles tospraygraffition
WestCoastRailwaysvehiclesstoredatHellifield.
Lancaster-basedBritishTransportPolice (BTP)

officersarrestedthepaironsuspicionofcriminal
damageandtrespass,after receivingreportsof the
vandalismafter2pmonSeptember1.
Officerssubsequentlycarriedoutsearches in two

houses inTynesideandrecoveredasubstantial
amountofproperty.
Thepairwere later releasedunder investigation

pendingfurther inquiries.
ABTPspokesmansaid:“Thereareasmallnumberof

seriousgraffiti vandals in thecountry,whodoa lotof
damagetotherailenvironment.
“Ourofficersmountoperations todetectoffenders,

painstakinglygatheringevidence, targetingsuspects,
implementinghandwritingandforensicanalysisand
usingsurveillance.
“Forseriousvandals,whonormallyuse‘tags’to

identify themselves, theaimis toget theirworkseen
byasmanypeopleaspossible.”
Meanwhile,TransportSecretaryGrantShapps

has toldNetworkRail (NR) todomoretocrack
downongraffitionthenationalnetworkasawayof
encouragingmorepeople tostartusingtrainsagain.
InSeptember,hewrotetoNRchiefexecutive

AndrewHaines,urgingthatmoreshouldbedoneto
removemarkings fromstationbuildings,bridgesand
other infrastructure.
“Iwantusasanation,particularlyaswecontinue

our focuson improvinganddevelopingournational
infrastructureaswerecover fromCovid-19, to feel
proudofour rail infrastructureandpublic spacesby
ensuringthat theyaremaintainedtoahighstandard,”
hesaid.
“Theblightofgraffiti,however, canhavean impact

ontheconfidenceofpassengersas theyreturnto
safelyusingtherailway,andonthewiderpublicview
ofournational infrastructureandpublic transport.”
NRspends£3.5millionannually to remove

unauthorised imagery.

In itspopularnewBR locomotivegreen livery,A1PacificNo. 60163Tornado crossesCarrMillDamviaductbetweenLiverpool andManchesterwithTheA1Steam

LocomotiveTrust's ‘TheTicket ToRide’ touronSeptember19. JOHN TITLOW

LMSRoyal Scot class4-6-0No. 46115ScotsGuardsmanwas in chargeofWestCoastRailways ‘TheDalesman’

onSeptember15. The train,which ranbetweenYorkandCarlisle, via theSettle toCarlisle line, is seenheading

northboundpast Salt LakeCottages, nearRibblehead.ROBERT FALCONER

LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 44871workedTheRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘TheRoyalDuchy’ tour fromBristol

TempleMeads toParon theAugust30.WestCoastRailwaysClass 47No. 47804wasattached to the rear. The

excursion is seenpassingTeignmouthwith theoutward leg.COLINWALLACE
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Brunel’s Bristol Old Station
purchased byNetworkRail

UK Railtours ‘optimistic’
about 2021 programme
ByCedric Johns

PLANNINGanewstart in the coming
year, UK Railtours has addedoneof
its classic‘forgotten tracks’trips to its
existing 2021 tour programme, namely
‘TheTinsleyTugger’.
Covering industrial southYorkshire,

the‘Tugger’will be routedover
amyriad of non-passenger lines
including visits toTinsley and
Toton yards.
Starting fromFinsbury Park on

SaturdayMay 29, the tour –which
incorporates three differentDB
Cargodiesels during the day – calls
at Stevenage, Peterborough and
NewarkNorthgate.
The tour really begins atDoncaster

on theDecoyDownSide avoiding line.
Now running the show, Elizabeth,

daughter of the late John Farrow, is
upbeat about the future of the tour
promotion company foundedbyher
father. Describing herself as a‘working
mother,’Elizabeth hadbeen involved
as her father’s assistant for eight years

and iswell-versed in the day-to-day
business of promoting railtours.
Despite thepresent Covid-19

situation, she said that the company
was receiving enquiries andbookings
for next year’s trips.
UK Railtours has planned to restart its

tour programmeonSaturday,March 27
with its‘Cotswold Lion’trip toWorcester
with the option of visiting the
GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway.
Steamenters the sceneon Saturday,

April 24when SRBulleidMerchant
Navy Pacific No. 35028ClanLine is
booked towork‘TheMerchant of
Norfolk’through East Angliawith a
four-and-a-half-hour break atNorwich.
Thepopular 4-6-2will bemaking

only its seconddeparture fromKing’s
Cross andnotably its inaugural visit to
Norwich. FromKing’s Cross, the train
calls at Potters Bar and Stevenage and
continues via Cambridge.
AtNorwich, passengers are offered

the option of being transferred to
Wroxhamby coach for a three hour
cruise on theNorfolk Broads.

ByRobinJones

THEoriginalBristolTempleMeads
terminusof theGWRhasbeenbrought
back into railwayownership.
NetworkRailhaspurchasedGrade I

listedBristolOldStation fromthecity
council, itwasannouncedonSeptember
15, the161stanniversaryofdesigner
IsambardKingdomBrunel’sdeath.
Theoriginal terminuswasbuilt in

1839-41 toaccommodateBrunel’s7ft
broadgauge, andstoodonaviaduct to
raise it above the levelof theFloating
HarbourandRiverAvon,whichwas
crossedvia theGrade I listedAvon
Bridge.Thestationwascoveredbya
200ft trainshed,extendedbeyondthe
platformsby155ft intoastoragearea
andengineshed, frontedbyaTudor-
styleofficebuilding.
Following thearrivalof theMidland,

Bristol&ExeterandBristol&SouthWales
Union railways, theoriginal terminus
becametoosmall andtheexisting
TempleMeadsstationwasdeveloped
between1891-78.
TheOldStation remained in railway

useuntil it closedonSeptember12,
1965, and later sawuseasacarpark. It
wasacquiredby thecouncil followingrail
privatisation in the1990s.
Today, it ishometobusiness incubator

EngineShed,whichsupportsagroup
of start-upcompanies togrow,and

events spacePassengerShed,which
hostsa rangeofevents including
exhibitionsandweddings.NetworkRail
said that it intends tokeepthecurrent
commercialuses in thebuilding,while
implementingaprogrammeto restore
thehistoric facilities.

Landmark
NetworkRailWesternRoutemanaging
directorMikeGallopsaid:“Thebuilding
deserves thebest care it canget, andwe
areplanning todo just that. I trust that
Brunelwouldbepleased toknowthat

his first station inBristol isbackwhere it
belongs–within the railway family that
will careandcherish it.”
NetworkRail Propertyactinggroup

propertydirectorStuartKirkwood
commented:“Weareverypleased to
havebrought this iconicbuildingback
into railwayownership.
“This is a landmarksitewithhistorical

significance for thenationand for
NetworkRail asacompany.
“Weare looking forward to revitalising

thebuilding for theenjoymentof
passengers, tenantsandthe local

community.This refurbishment ispart
ofourwider strategy tocreategreat
places forbusinessandcommunities to
thrive, supportingeconomicgrowthand
regeneration in townsandcitiesacross
theUK.”
NetworkRail’splans for theOldStation

are inalignmentwithproposals for the
wider stationareaunder theemerging
BristolTempleQuartermasterplan.

Anniversary
Meanwhile,onSeptember1, a socially-
distancedeventwasheldbyNetwork
Rail andmodern-dayoperatorGreat
WesternRailway tomark the180th
birthdayofTempleMeads.
Theevent, attendedbya re-enactor

playing thepart of Brunel, includeda
history talk in thePassenger Shed, the
oldestpart of the station, anexhibition
in theunderpass, theunveilingof
commemorativebenchesanda special
Brunel-themed tophat-style cake.
ItwasattendedbyTimBowles,

themayorof theWestofEngland,
PeachesGolding theLordLieutenant
of theCountyandCityofBristol and
MikeGallop.
NetworkRail is set toembarkona

£24million restorationof thecurrent
station’sGrade I listedVictorian roof,plus
the remodellingofa junctionwhichwill
allowmore frequent services to run into
thecity.BristolOldStation–nowback in railwayownership.ROBIN JONES

TheRailwayTouringCompany’s ‘TheWaverley’ excursion ran fromYork to

Carlisle viaKeighleyonSeptember6. LMS Jubilee class 4-6-0No. 45562Alberta

(akaNo. 45699Galatea) races towardsCulgaith tunnelpast the semaphore signal

and survivingpermanentwayhut.DAVE COLLIER

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
FROMONLY £21
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B1s todouble
head to
Edinburgh
ByCedricJohns

ANINE-dayvisit toEdinburghand

beyondhasbeenplannedfornext

yearbySteamDreams,partlyasa

reactiontothedisappointmentof

havingtocancelplans tooperate

aMayflower400celebration

special toPlymouthonafour-day

trip (September14-17) featuring

twoB14-6-0s.

ScheduledforMay6-14, the

Scottishtrip is tobediesel-hauled

fromLondontoYork,wherethe

twoB1s–No.61306Mayflower

andNo.61264–will takethe

‘Islands&HighlandsExplorer’

ontoEdinburgh.

As thetrain’s title suggests, the

twoB1swillheadoff tonorthwest

Scotland,exploringvarious

attractionsenroute.

Meanwhile,SteamDreams is

anticipatingChristmastocome

withaseriesof shopper’s specials.

StartingonSunday,November29,

a‘CathedralsExpress’isdueto

departPaddingtonforBath

pickingupatSloughand

continuingviaReading

andSwindon.

OnTuesday,December1,an

‘Express’departsLondonVictoria

forBath,makingcallsatStaines,

WokingandBasingstokeand

travellingonviaSalisbury

andWestbury.

EalingBroadway is the

departurepoint fora trip toYork

onSunday,December6, thetrain

stoppingatWestHampstead,

FinsburyPark,PottersBar

andStevenage.

Destinations
Oxford is thedestinationon

Thursday,December10,whena

sell-out‘Express’fromSouthend-

on-Seaandwill pickupat

Upminster andBarking.

Finally, thetraditional‘White

Cliffs’luncheontrain isbookedto

headaroundKentviaDoveron its

circular routestartingfrom

LondonVictoria, callingat

BromleySouthonDecember18.

Aspreviously reported,SDis

alsoset to run‘Santaspecials’

threetimeseachday,plusevening

dinersaroundthecapital.These

trainsdepart fromLondon

VictoriaonDecember4,14,16,21

and23.

SDsaid it is“committedtoa

welcomingenvironmentonboard

whileadheringtopublichealth

regulations”. Trainsareduetobe

hauledbyMayflowerora‘Black

Five’standby locomotive.

Castles are ‘King’ at Tyseley Works
WITHVintageTrainsdeclaring
itself absentwith leave fromthe
main line sceneuntil next year, the
tourpromoter’s‘otherhalf’,Tyseley
LocomotiveWorks, is busilypreparing
motivepower for the future.
Accordingly,VintageTrainswill benefit

fromacquiringno fewer than three
workingCastle class expresspassenger
engines in thenot-too-distant future.
The fact that theengineering

workforce isgradually returning to

reach full strength following the impact
ofCovid-19 isof tremendoushelp in
termsof contractualworkgenerating
much-neededcashflow in theabsence
of railtour ticket sales.
As to theCastles,No. 7029ClunCastle

is readyandstandingby for the‘off’early
next year amid signs that sisterNo. 5043
EarlofMountEdgcumbewill be in steam
by themiddleof the summer.
Evenmoreencouraging is the fact that

work is about to start onTyseley’s third

Castle,No. 5080Defiant.
Equally important,Tyseley’s turntable

is nowback inonepieceafter significant
refurbishmentandwill completewhen
handrails andnewsteelwalkways
are fitted.
Meanwhile, contractworkon4-6-0s

BradleyManor,ErlestokeManor,Betton
GrangeandKinletHall continues,while
BulleidPacificNo. 34070Manston is
receivingattentionbefore returning
toSwanage.

LMS6P4-6-0No. 46100RoyalScot

became the first steamtrain touse the

CumbrianCoast Line since it reopened

in June. The line’s seawallwas

breachedatPartonbywinter storms

inFebruary, andaccordinglywas

closed to through traffic for 11weeks

whileNetworkRail carriedoutmajor

repairswhich included reconstruction

of adamagedunderpass,massive

strengtheningof the seadefencesby

moving36,000 tonsof rockarmour

to thebaseof the seawall and the

relayingof track.OnAugust14,

‘TheLakelander’ is seen cautiously

transiting thepointwhere the seawall

wasbreached.RODNEY TOWERS

OnAugust29, SaphosTrains ran ‘TheLakelander’ excursionbetweenDorridgeandCarlisle. LMS ‘BlackFive’No. 45231

TheSherwoodForesterworked the train fromCrewe toCarlisle and return. The4-6-0 is seenpassingNethertownon the

Cumbrian coast.MARTYN TATTAM

SaphosTrains’ ‘TheSussexBelle’

provideda raremain line steam

charter for East SussexonSeptember

10whenSRWestCountry lightPacific

No. 34046Braunton rana circular

tour fromLondonVictoria to the

south coast townsofHastingsand

Eastbourne.Rather thanoperatevia

theBrightonMainLineas in thepast,

theoutbound leg ranviaRedhill,

TonbridgeandTunbridgeWells

direct toHastings, returning through

AshfordandTonbridge. The train is

picturedpassinga foot crossing south

ofWadhurst on theoutbound journey.

PETER HOLLANDS
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ByRobinJones

THEFriendsof theSettle-Carlisle Line
haveboughtDent station, thehighest
on thenetwork inEngland– standingat
1150ft above sea level.
Consideredoneof the jewels in the

crownon the line, thebuildingwas
purchased in2006and restored in
authenticMidlandRailway styleby
enthusiast andpropertydeveloper
RobinHughes, and isnowavailable as
self-containedholidayaccommodation.
The restorationhas securedmany

accolades includingaNational Railway
HeritageAwardand theRoyal Institution
ofCharteredSurveyors award for
tourismand leisure.
Friends chairmanPaulBrownsaid:

“This is a tremendousopportunity for
FoSCL to takeownershipof England’s
highest station topreserveand
maintain it, for all to appreciate. It is a
great addition to theheritageproperty
portfolioheldby thevoluntarybodies
supporting theSettle-Carlisle Lineand is
madepossible through thegenerosityof
ourmembers and formermemberswho
havebequeathed legacies to safeguard
the futureofoneBritain’smost famously
remoteandhistoric railwaybuildings.”

Friends groupbuys England’s
highestmain line station

MAJOR improvements to Isambard
KingdomBrunel’sDawlishstation
havebeengiventhegreen lightby
local councillorsaspartofNetwork
Rail’s secondphaseof its£80million
schemetoprotect theweather-prone
coastal railway.
TeignbridgeDistrictCouncil’s

planningcommitteehasapprovedthe
works,whichwill includeanaccessible
footbridgewith lifts for thestationand

therestorationof rooms inthedownside
platformbuilding.ListedBuilding
Consent for theworkswasalsogranted.
Planningofficerssaid that theworks

wouldcausesomeharmtotheheritage
assets,andwhileHistoricEnglandhad
expressedconcern, ithadnot lodgeda
formalobjection.Plannerssaid that the
publicbenefitoutweighedtheharmto
theheritageassets.
Theoverallplans for the450yard

sectionof the linebetweenCoastguards
andColonnadebreakwaters includesa
newtaller seawall incorporatingahigh-
levelwiderandsaferpublicpromenade
withpedestrianaccess tothebeach.
ANetworkRail representativesaid

theschemewasa“once ina lifetime
opportunity”thatwouldprotect the
stationand its listedbuildingfromrising
sea levelsandextend its lifespanby
140years.

ByCedric Johns

CONTRARY to recent announcements,
PathfinderTourshaspulledoutof its
autumnalprogrammeof railtours in
favourofmakinga fresh start next year
whenhopefully, businesswill return
tonormality.
A statement fromtheGloucestershire-

basedpromoter said:“Pathfinder
regrets thatwith thecurrentCovid-19
restrictions inplace,webelievewe
wouldnotbeable toprovideourusual
level of serviceandambianceaboard
our trains,whichourpassengershave
come toexpect fromus.
“Aswewisheveryone tohavea

positiveexperienceenjoyinga relaxing
dayoutwithus,wedonotwant to
disappoint and thereforewehave taken
thedifficult decision topostponeall
theexcursions inourprogrammeuntil
next year.
“Weunderstand that thiswill be

disappointing for thosewhohave
bookedonour trains andapologise for
any inconvenience this causes.Next year
ourexcursionswill runexactly in the
same format subject, of course, tohealth
restrictionshavingbeen lifted.
“Please remember that the

bookingoffice is currentlyonlyopen
intermittently, sokindlybearwithus if
responses takea little longer thanusual.”
Excursionsposted for2021 so far are

‘BlueBoysMerrymixer’– a lost tracks trip
fromEastleigh to theMidlandson
January30; the‘Non-MazeyDay
Cornishman’–BirminghamtoPenzance
withapair ofClass 50sonApril 24; the
‘Cambridge&Norfolk Explorer’from
Eastleighwith twoClass 37sonMay1;
the‘CumbrianFreighter’, over the
Settle andCarlisle line fromBanburyon
May22; and the‘GallowayFifties’from
Bristol toStranraerwith twoClass 50son
June5.

Pathfinder scraps
its autumn tour

programme

Go-ahead for listed building works at Dawlish station

Aftermanyyears as‘stationmaster’,
Robin foundhimself inundatedwith
viewingswhen the stationwenton the
market in late Juneafter theCovid-19
lockdownrestrictionseased.
He said:“Wehad20viewingsover

twoweekends, and theFriendsof the
Settle-Carlisle Line came forwardwith
aproposal tobe the future custodian,
thanks to funding fromdonationsand
legacygifts fromformermembers.
I amabsolutelydelighted– they
are thenatural ownerof such fine
railwayheritage.
“RestoringandowningDent station

hasbeena real privilege, andamong the
numerousguestswhohave stayedhere,
it hasbeenanhonour tohave several

special names.Thesehave included
Michael Portillo,whoasMinister of State
forTransport announcedandstrongly
supported saving theSettle-Carlisle line
in1989, and the lateGrahamTaylor, the
formerEngland footballmanager.”
FriendspresidentMichael Portillo

commented:“I amdelighted that,
thanks to legacies from itsmembers,
FoSCLhasbeenable tobuy the lovely
Dent station. I recall staying ina snow
cottageat the stationduring the filming
ofGreatBritishRailway Journeys,which
broughthome tomehowsusceptible
the line is atDent todrifting inwinter.”
➜Anyonewishing to stayat

Dent station canbookonlineat:

www.dentstation.co.uk

Dent stationat
Christmas, but
wonderfully
atmospheric at
any timeof the
year. FOSCL

TheClass 40PreservationSociety (CFPS)hashiredNo. 40145 toLocomotiveServices Limited (LSL) for sixmonths, itwasannouncedonAugust25. TheCFPS said

the ‘Whistler’ “will likelybe limited to just a fewoutingspermonth,possiblyondriver training, route learningandmaybe theoddempty coach stockmove”.On

September12, the locomotiveworked the final ‘StaycationExpress’ of the season.Operating three return tripsperdaybetweenSkiptonandApplebyusing former

GreaterAnglianMk.3 carriagesandavarietyofdiesel locomotives, Rail Charter Services Ltd’s initiativegainedwidespreadmedia coverageacrossprint, digital and

television. TheClass40wasoperating in topand tail fashionwithClass 47No. 47712LadyDianaSpencer– the train ispicturedhereat Settle Junction.Aspreviously

reported, theBrushType4 is alsoonhire toLSL from itsowners, theCreweDiesel PreservationGroup.CHRIS GEE
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MAIN LINE ITINERARY

October
3 ‘The Easterling’

London King’s Cross, Lowestoft & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

3 ‘Northern Belle’

Preston, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB

7 ‘Severn Valley Enterprise’

Crewe, Bridgnorth & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
Loco: TBC. ST

8 ‘The Pendle Dalesman’

Scarborough, Carlisle & return.
Steam hauled: Hellifield/Carnforth,
Carlisle & return.
Loco: TBC. WCR

10 ‘The CumbrianMountain Express’

London Euston, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle & return.
Loco: TBC. RTC

17 ‘The Yorkshireman’

Ealing Broadway, York & return.

Steam-hauled: Ealing Broadway, York.
No. 46233 Duchess of Sutherland.

RTC

17 ‘Northern Belle’

Preston, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 6201 Princess Elizabeth. NB

21 ‘The Pendle Dalesman’

Bangor, Carlisle & return.
Steam hauled: Hellifield/Carnforth,
Carlisle & return.
Loco: TBC. WCR

25 ‘The Tin Bath’

Preston, Sheffield & return.
Steam-hauled: Carnforth, Carlisle & return.
Loco: TBC. RTC

29 ‘The Pendle Dalesman’

Chesterfield, Carlisle & return.
Steam hauled: Hellifield/Carnforth,
Carlisle & return.
Loco: TBC. WCR

November
14 ‘The Cheshireman’

Bristol Temple Meads, Chester & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

21 ‘The Cheshireman’

London Euston, Chester & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

21 ‘WelshMarches Christmas Express’

Wilmslow, Cardiff & return.
Steam-hauled: Crewe & return.
Loco: TBC. ST

24 ‘The Gloucester ChristmasMarket

and Cardiff’

London Victoria, Cardiff & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

26 ‘The Christmas Sussex Belle’

London Victoria, Hastings & return.
Steam-hauled: Victoria, Eastbourne.
Hasting, Victoria.
No. 45305 or 45212. RTC

The information in this listwas correct at the timeofgoing topress.Westronglyadviseyouconfirmdetails of aparticular tripwith thepromoter concerned.

12 ‘The Edinburgh ChristmasMarket’

York, Edinburgh & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

12 ‘The Birmingham and Shrewsbury

Christmas Express’

London Paddington, Shrewsbury & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 44871. RTC

12 ‘The Flying Scotsman’

Liverpool Lime Street, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Liverpool Lime Street,
Carlisle. Carlisle, Carnforth.
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR

12 ‘Belmond British Pullman’

London Victoria, Shalford & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

17 ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’

Cambridge, York & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

17 ‘PennineMoors Christmas

Explorer’

Birmingham International, Wigan &
return.
Steam-hauled: TBA.
Loco: TBC. ST

18 ‘White Cliffs Lunchtime Tour’

London Victoria, Dover & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 61306Mayflower. SD

19 ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’

London King’s Cross, York & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

19 ‘The Flying Scotsman’

Manchester Victoria, Carlisle & return.
Steam-hauled: Manchester Victoria,
Carlisle. Carlisle, Carnforth.
No. 60103 Flying Scotsman. WCR

19 ‘The ChristmasWhite Rose’

Wolverhampton, Manchester Victoria &
return.
Steam-hauled: TBA.
Loco: TBC. ST

28 ‘The York Yuletide Express’

Ealing Broadway, York & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

29 ‘London to Bath at Christmas’

London Paddington, Bristol & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 61306Mayflower. SD

December
1 ‘Belmond British Pullman’

London Victoria, Shalford & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 35028 Clan Line. BEL

1 ‘London to Bath at Christmas’

London Victoria, Bath & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 61306Mayflower. SD

3 ‘TheWorcester Christmas Fayre’

Norwich, Worcester & return.
Steam-hauled: Norwich, Worcester.
Worcester, Peterborough.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

5 ‘The York Yuletide Express’

Liverpool Lime Street, York & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
TBC. RTC

5 ‘The Lincoln Christmas Express’

London King’s Cross, Lincoln & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

6 ‘London to York at Christmas’

Ealing Broadway, York & return.
Steam-hauled: Ealing Broadway, York.
No. 61306Mayflower. SD

8 ‘The Bath and Bristol Christmas

Express’

London Victoria, Bristol & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
No. 60163 Tornado. RTC

10 ‘Southend to Oxford at

Christmas’

Southend East, Oxford & return.
Steam-hauled throughout.
‘Black Five’ TBC. SD

No.45562Alberta (akaNo.45699Galatea) is seenatYorkonSeptember3,whileworkingWestCoastRailways’ ‘ScarboroughSpaExpress’ fromCarnforth to

Scarborough. In thephotographer’swords: “It’s an improvementonwhat I hadplannedas theboat couldnothavebeenbetteron theRiverOuse!”ALANWEAVER

A1SLT A1 Steam Locomotive
Trust
01325 488215

BEL Belmond Pullman
0845 077 2222

NB Northern Belle
01270 899382

PT Pathfinder Tours
01453 835414

RTC Railway Touring Company
01553 661500

SD Steam Dreams
01483 209888

ST Saphos Trains
0800 038 5320

UKRT UK Railtours
01438 715050

WCR West Coast Railways
01524 737751

Tour promoters





LOCOMOTIVE FOCUS

GREATESTACHIEVEMENT?
WILL THIS BE THE HERITAGE ERA’S

Marking its proud 30th anniversary, The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust’sMark Allatt
and David Elliott deliver their update on the ground-breaking scheme to produce a
locomotive to inspire the 21st century like never before – the second Gresley P2 2-8-2
No. 2007 Prince of Wales, within the next three years.

I
t is nearly 30 years since The A1 Steam
Locomotive Trust (A1SLT) was launched, at
the Railway Institute in York on November

17, 1990.
It had the stated ‘Mission Impossible’ aim of

building a new Peppercorn class A1 Pacific,
one of the greatest of the ‘ones that got away’
from the embryonic heritage sector’s fleet.
The last survivor of the original class built by
BR in 1948/49, No. 60145 Saint Mungo, was
the subject of a failed preservation attempt
which left the final development of East Coast
Main Line’s famous steam locomotive classes
unrepresented in preservation.
It is also 12 years since No. 60163 Tornado

was completed, at a cost of £3 million, and
over three years since it touched 101mph in
an early-morning run on the East Coast Main
Line, making it the first steam locomotive to
hit double figures in half a century.
Tornado quickly became one of the

undoubted pinnacles of the movement, a
21st-century equivalent in stature to Flying
Scotsman in the 20th century, and likewise a
locomotive which continues to attract crowds
wherever it goes.
Many lessons were learned during the 18-year

ground-breaking project to complete Tornado,
during which the A1SLT established many

The firstGresleyP22-8-2 ‘Mikado’:No. 2001Cocko’ theNorth.

Thanks to theTheA1SteamLocomotiveTrust and its

armyof supporters anddonors, theBritishmain line

is set to reverberate to the soundofanewexampleof the

country’smost expresspassenger locomotive type

in threeyears’ time.ANYHARDY/A1SLT

benchmarks, not only for new-build projects in
general, but in the crucial field of fundraising.
The trust was established around several core

principles, which remain as important today as
they were three decades ago.
There would be absolute focus on the mission

statement against which all actions would be
judged, and the organisation would use the
best business practices by people experienced
in the appropriate areas.

Darlington Locomotive Works (DLW).
From the outset, it was decided that there

would be no cliques or any form of elitism –
everyone would achieve recognition based on
effort rather than size of cheque book.
Finally, and perhaps most pivotally,

fundraising would be a priority and its method
simple and affordable – ‘an A1 for the price
of a pint of beer a week’ became a simple and
phenomenally-successful slogan.
Since completion with the support of

principal sponsorWilliam Cook Cast Products
Ltd, Tornado has steamed over 100,000 miles
the length and breadth of Britain. However,
while the project was underway, trust members
increasingly nurtured a desire not to stop at
its completion, but to go on to build a second
main line locomotive – and maybe more.
Following the success of Tornado, the

overhaul and conversion of its support coach
E21249 and the repayment of £1 million of
loans taken out to speed its completion, in 2013
the trust launched its project to build a second
locomotive, in the form of the seventh member
of Sir Nigel Gresley’s P2 2-8-2 ‘Mikados’ – the
most powerful express passenger locomotives
to operate in the UK.
In February 1933, the LNER authorised

the construction of two new 2-8-2s for use

Due to the requirements of certification
and the nature of the work, most of the
construction would be undertaken by the
engineering industry and contractors. A
primary goal was the establishment of the
trust’s own facility for construction,
overhaul and administrative functions, at

“The trust has stolen amarch
over Gresley by using the
latest computer design and
modelling techniques to

enable the locomotive to deliver
the true potential of

the revolutionary design...”
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on the arduous Edinburgh to Aberdeen
route. In many ways ahead of their time, they
were designed by Sir Nigel Gresley to haul
600-ton trains.
The frames for No. 2001 Cock o’ the North

were profiled and laid in February 1934, with
construction of the rest of the locomotive
following quickly under Gresley’s direction.
OnMay 22, 1934, it was rolled out of
Doncaster Works.
The new locomotive was unlike anything

seen before and was the first standard gauge
2-8-2 ‘Mikado’ express passenger steam
locomotive to be built to operate in Britain. It
was followed by another five: No. 2002 Earl
Marischal, No. 2003 Lord President,No. 2004
Mons Meg,No. 2005 Thane of Fife and
No. 2006Wolf of Badenoch.
Sadly, the design was never fully developed,

and they were rebuilt by Gresley’s successor
Edward Thompson into ungainly class A2/2
4-6-2s in 1943/4 and all were scrapped between
1959-61.
The trust has stolen a march over Gresley by

using the latest computer design and modelling
techniques to enable the locomotive – No. 2007
Princes of Wales – to deliver the true potential
of the revolutionary design. No. 2007 will be
aesthetically similar to the first P2, No. 2001
Cock o’ the North: it is a construction and
development project and not an opportunity
for a major redesign.
The project is making maximum use of

systems, fittings and processes already in
use on Tornado, and any changes to the
original design will be either for operational,
manufacturing or certification reasons.
The design has taken into account the needs

of the operator, and as such all decisions will
be judged for their value for money, and in
meeting current and foreseeable regulatory
standards to allow the locomotive to operate
as intended.
It was estimated that No. 2007 will cost

around £50 million to build over a seven-to-
10-year period. As with Tornado, funds are
be raised through regular donations (a P2 for
the price of a pint of beer a week), donations
dedicated to specific components, clubs and
commercial sponsorship.
The locomotive is more than half completed

at Darlington. So far, £2.5 million has been
spent and £3 million raised of the required £5
million to complete it within the next three
years, if Gift Aid is included. However, the
trust must raise at least £700,000 every year.

Th lb k

Workunderwayon the seventhGresleyP22-8-2,No. 2007PrinceofWales insideDarlingtonLocomotiveWorks

onSeptember1. CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/A1SLT

Left: JamesHeginbottom is seen reamingahole in

the frames.DANIELA FILOVA

Above:Drivenbolts and cold-turned rivet ina spring

hangeron July29.DANIELA FILOVA

A3D imageof the shelf beneath thebackof the cab.

ALAN PARKIN

The special back

countersinking tool.

DANIELA FILOVA
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Forging ahead after lockdown
Covid-19 is still with us and having various
effects on the progress of Prince of Wales.
However, with the worst of the pandemic
hopefully over and some relaxation of the
lockdown conditions, a degree of normality
is returning to DLW. Enhanced hygiene and
social distancing are in force, but staff are
learning to work with these limitations.
Some of the younger and fitter volunteers

have been able to return. Assistant
mechanical engineer Daniela Filova has
moved back into her office where she is on
her own most of the time, but is able to better
guide and control shop floor activity.
Fabricator and painter Ian Matthews

and volunteers Terry Graham and James
Heginbottom have now fitted the cold turned
rivets to the areas of the spring hangers
where bolt threads and nuts would foul the
spring gear and make it difficult to fit or
remove springs.
Apprentice machinist Ed Laxton made

the various sizes of rivet required using
the works’ Colchester lathe. The principle
of fitting is similar to driven bolts used
elsewhere in the frame structure where the
rivets are turned to be a slight interference fit
in their reamed holes and a hydraulic jack or
copper mallet used to press them into their
holes. Each rivet was then cut to the correct
length projecting from the countersunk hole,
the end heated to red heat and a head formed
with the pneumatic riveting gun.
The reason for using cold turned rivets

rather than conventional hot rivets (where
the hole is made oversize and the whole rivet
heated to red heat before fitting) is that a
hot riveted joint is very good in tension, as
when the rivet cools it shrinks and pulls the
two plates tightly together. However, as the
rivet cools, it becomes a ‘loose’ fit in its hole,
so is not so good at resisting shear forces
between the plates. Spring hanger brackets
are subjected to significant shear forces and
the interference fit of a cold turned rivet
is better at resisting shear, although the
manufacturing and fitting process is more
involved than hot riveting.
The remaining driven bolts have also been

fitted, which completes the process of fitting
the spring hangers.
A further piece of ‘finishing off ’ work

has been to fit the last three bolts holding
each of the outside motion brackets to
the frames. The difficulty here was that
they must be countersunk heads to avoid
possible contact with the leading coupled
wheel tyres. Due to the shape of the motion
brackets, countersinking the holes was not
straightforward and involved making a
special countersinking tool which was driven
through the hole by the magnetic drill, while
Ian used a special screw device to apply the
feed from the outside.

The final part of the frame structure – the
‘shelf ’ under the back of the cab (which the
project team held off making until a final
decision was made about where to fit the live
steam injector was made) has been drawn and
will be profiled shortly.

Pony truckmakes progress
Although delayed by Covid-19, the pony
truck frame is making progress at North
View Engineering Solutions in Darlington.
The main elements (frame and steering
arm) have been fabricated and parts for the
crosshead machined.
The modification of the pony truck from

the original swing link side control to the
later Gresley V2 type of spring side control
represents a significant design change in a
safety critical part of the locomotive.
While the project team have done a

considerable amount of work to ensure that
the new design will be stable and safe, to
certify the locomotive it will be necessary to
have an independent review of the design.
Ricardo Rail has been retained to carry out
this work building on the Vampire ride-and-
track force model which was commissioned
from Resonate (formerly DeltaRail) before
the P2 project was formally launched, and
which provided the basis for the new pony
truck design.

Two boilers on schedule
On July 14, the project’s commercial
director Graeme Bunker-James and
Daniela visited DB Meiningen Works in
Germany for a progress meeting on the
two new boilers that are being built there
(and which will be interchangeable between
the P2 and Tornado), and were briefed on

Thepony truck frame fabricationon July9. STEVE

DAVIES

Above:Thetwo

foundation

rings.DANIELA

FILOVA

Top right:A

front tube

plate forone

of theboilers.

DANIELA

FILOVA

Right: Taper

andparallel

boilerbarrel

sectionsatDB

Meiningen.

DANIELA

FILOVA

Machiningof thepony truck crosshead. STEVE DAVIES

Transverse sectionof entire cylinderblock forNo.

2007PrinceofWales showingclearance spaces.AISLT

A3DCADdrawingof the cylinderblock sectionof

No. 2007, showing the rocking shaftdrive to the

inside cylinder inlet valve.AISLT

Transverse sectionof entireNo. 2001Cocko’ the

North cylinderblock showing clearance spaces.AISLT
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an update of the construction process.
Various technical aspects discussed in

detail, but most importantly as the assembly
of the main boiler barrel rings is ready to be
commenced, they identified and discussed
the required critical dimensions and tolerance
standard used, to ensure that the boiler, when
fitted to the engines will comply with the UK
loading gauge.
Further details of dates for the various

stages of boiler manufacture were agreed. As
a result of these discussions, DLW will send a
batch of blanks for the various flanges where
fittings are attached, and which need to be
blanked off for hydraulic testing.
The project team will also be sending two

complete regulator cross-shaft and stuffing-
box assemblies which will be married up to
the regulator and its linkage which has been
installed in each boiler as part of the contract.
The team thanked DB Meiningen for

maintaining the delivery schedule for both
boilers, despite the limitations imposed by the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Cylinders and valves
While electrical design engineer Alan Parkin
is developing manufacturing drawings for
the cylinder block, David Elliott has resolved
one of the more tricky design issues with the
poppet valve gear.
One of the unsatisfactory features of the

original No. 2001 cylinder block was having
the inlet and exhaust valves on opposite sides
of the middle cylinder. As a result, separate
ports were required from the cylinder to
the valve chests which gave rise to excessive
clearance volume.
Clearance volume is the space in the

cylinder and its associated ports that is left
when the piston is at the end of its stroke and
is usually expressed as a percentage of the
total volume for the cylinder when the piston
is at the other end of its stroke. This space
is not good for efficiency as for each power
stroke of the piston, the clearance volume has
to be filled with steam which does little work
on the piston.
The best figures achieved with poppet

valves are around 10%. The original class P2
design middle cylinder had clearance volumes
of around 14% at one end and 16% at the other
– the difference being due to the slope of the
cylinder in the block to enable the connecting
rod to clear the leading coupled axle whilst
the valves were almost horizontal to be in line
with those on the outside cylinders.
To overcome this problem, the layout of the

valves has been changed to mimic the outside
cylinders with the inlet and exhaust valves
together and in line with the centerline of
the cylinder. This adaptation does create a
challenge, as while the exhaust valves can be
driven directly from the driver’s side cambox
(as on No. 2001), the inlet valves are on the
other side of the engine compared with the
cam driving them. After several iterations a
pair of rocking shafts have been designed to
transfer the movement of the inlet valve cam
tappets on the fireman’s side of the engine
across to the inside cylinder inlet valves.

Tendermodifications
Further progress has been made with the
tender frames. However, the conspicuous
progress has been with the tank.
Ian Matthews has completed the filling

and following priming and much rubbing

down has applied undercoat to the back and
sides and black gloss to tank top, coal space
and underside.
Grey topcoat has been applied to the front

in the cab area for protection, pending
some significant modifications in this area
to accommodate the new European Train
Control System cab signalling equipment
which will be required for operating on the
southern end of the East Coast Main Line by
the time No. 2007 is finished.
The tender tank has been wheeled outside

DLW and sheeted over to enable the wheelsets
to be withdrawn from under the engine
to facilitate installation of pipework and
electrical trunking.
The tender is based closely on the tender

built for Tornado. The original P2 tenders
were built to the 1930s non-corridor design
for the new A3 Pacifics being constructed at
that time.
The original P2 Cock o’the North, on which

Prince of Wales is based, uniquely used an all-
welded version of the tender tank supervised
by Oliver Bulleid, Gresley’s assistant. The
water capacity of the original design was 5000
gallons, which at a typical consumption of
45 gallons per mile would provide a range
between water stops of 80 miles (with a safety
margin). However, the tender for Tornado
was redesigned to increase the water capacity
to 6250 gallons, which increases the range
to about 110 miles, enabling the A1 to make
a typical London to York run with only one
water stop.
The additional water capacity comes at the

expense of a reduction in coal capacity from
nine tons to 7½ tons, yet still provides for
around 300 miles of range with reserves.

The tender tankoutsideDarlingtonLocomotive
Works ingreenundercoaton July16.A1SLT
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Thenewcab

bulkhead light

fitting. THEWORM

THAT TURNED

AlanParkinhas continuedwith layingoutpipework

andelectrical conduits and junctionboxeson the

tender frames. This 3DCADdesign shows the rearof

the tender frame.ALAN PARKIN

The first prototypeprinted

circuit board for thedrive

electronics assembled ready

for test.ALANGREEN

The twomiddle coupling rodsareapproaching

completionofmachiningatStephenson

(Engineering) LtdatAtherton. It is hoped that the

relaxationofCovid-19 ruleswill enable resumption

of forgingof theother rods in thenear future.

ROBERT STEPHENSON

Evolving the electrical system
Head of electricals Rob Morland has continued
to work on the electrical system design in his
home workshop near Cambridge.
The essential services system electronics

design is now substantially complete and
the mapping of this onto the engine conduit
system is also finished. A total of 21 wiring
looms have been defined. All wiring nets have
had their idents and connector pins allocated.
The auxiliary services system electronics

design is also nearing completion. All that
remains are some of the minor circuits, for
example cab lighting controllers. These will
be based on the circuits that have proven
successful on Tornado. The auxiliary services
engine wiring has also been mapped – and
another 18 wiring looms have been defined.
Once Alan Parkin has completed the tender

conduit arrangements, both the essential
and auxiliary services tender systems and

associated wiring looms will be added.
The team has identified a new design of

bulkhead lamp fitting for No. 2007’s cab.
The fittings on Tornado have been

satisfactory but, being based on an aluminium
casting, the fixings have become difficult to
use over time. Some screw holes have had to be
drilled out and retapped to maintain a secure
fixing for the cage and glass.
The new fitting is made of brass and is

substantially built. It also has wingnuts to
secure the cage and glass, which will make
removal for cleaning more straightforward,
with less chance of dropping and breaking
the glass.
Work on the P2’s new combined LED head/

tail/marker luminary is proceeding well.
Volunteer Roger Millington has completed
and tested the prototype optical system. Alan
Green (the project volunteer who designed the
LED luminaries for Tornado) has offered to
design and build the drive electronics.

3D printing experience
David Elliott has recently acquired a 3D
printer. The first work undertaken is to
reproduce all the individual parts of the
cylinder block at 1:8 scale to ensure that the
proposed weld sequence will actually work
with sufficient access to achieve all the welds.
It will also help prospective fabricators to

understand the design when quotes are sought.
Shortly after the printer was first set to work,

the team was sorting out patterns for the
regulator stuffing box that is needed to test
the new boilers in DBMeiningen, as outlined
earlier) and were reminded that the cover
pattern was missing.
The 3D model was rapidly modified to

include machining allowances and add ‘draft’
to the edges and a pattern printed. This job
took the printer about 56 hours altogether
– fortunately, provided it does not run out
of plastic filament or suffer loss of power, it
happily proceeds on its own until finished!

The story so far...
So much has been already been achieved at
DLW with building Britain’s most powerful
steam locomotive, a design from the past that
will definitely inspire the future.
The frames and cab are substantially

complete, with cabside and spectacle
window frames fitted, and the manufacture
of the pony truck frame at North View
Engineering Solutions Ltd in Darlington
approaching completion.
The 3D CAD design of the cylinder block

and valve gear are also substantially complete,
with the weld details and assembly order being
finalised. The manufacturing drawings for the
cylinder block are under way, with the updated
poppet valve gear design almost complete and
components in manufacture.
The smokebox has been assembled and trial

fitted to the frames, and the chimney fitted.
Furthermore, the boiler design study has

been completed and approved by notified body
TüV Sud. The forged foundation ring corners
have been manufactured, the superheater
header has been cast and machined, the boiler
cladding manufactured and the boiler built at
DBMeiningen is due for delivery in 2021.
The foundation ring forgings and regulator

castings have been despatched to DB
Meiningen, where the minor redesign of the
banjo dome to suit the P2 cladding has been
completed. Indeed, most boiler components

Work resumesafter lockdowneases: the seventhGresleyP22-8-2No. 2007PrincesofWales insideDarlington

Locomotiveworks in July. INTERNATIONAL RAIL HERITAGE
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Agrainybut rareviewofNo. 2001Cocko’ theNorth crossing theForthBridge.

Around£700,000ayearmustbe raised tomake such scenesa realityonce

more.ANDYHARDY/A1SLT

Youcanhelpmakehistory today!
WHEN it came to building Tornado, the
A1 Steam Locomotive Trust drew up
the concept that it should be funded by
a large number of affordable, regular
donations. Supporters could covenant
(donate) the equivalent of just the ‘price
of a pint of beer a week’.
The success of the Tornado project

has largely been down to this approach,
with many people contributing a small
amount on a regular basis. Accordingly,
the same fundraising methods are being
used to build No. 2007 Prince of Wales.
As a registered charity, the trust

can reclaim tax you have paid on your

donations. For example, for every £10
donated, it can claim an additional
£2.50, making the contribution worth
£12.50.
A trust spokesman said: “We have the

expertise, the track record and a plan...
but this can’t happen without you.
Please come on board from only £2.50 a
week and help complete No. 2007 Prince
of Wales within three years.”
➜ For further information on
becoming a ‘price of a pint of beer
a week’ covenantor, visit www.
p2steam.com, email enquiries@
p2steam.com or call 01325 460163.

Above: 3Dprintingof the

regulator stuffingbox cover

underwayon July15.A1SLT

Left: The regulator stuffing

box cover3Dprintedpattern

components.DANIELA FILOVA

Below:3Dprinted cylinder

components.A1SLT

have been made and erection is underway.
Many non-ferrous fittings are being cast and

machined too.
Work is well advanced on the manufacture

of brake rigging and spring gear.
The crank axle has been redesigned

to comply with modern standards and
manufactured, and all engine wheelsets are
complete and fitted to the locomotive.
All heavy motion has been ordered from

Stephenson (Engineering) Ltd, with the first
four forgings completed, and the machining of
middle coupling rods completed, with the next
pair of rods underway.
Pipework design is well advanced and

installation underway.
Significant progress has been made on the

electrical system, with system architecture
design frozen; electrical trunking layout
design almost complete; battery boxes built
and fitted to the frames; stainless steel
conduit and junction/access boxes procured;
individual conduit sections cut and bent as
required; the prototype of a new axle driven
alternator to be tested shortly; and with GSMR
radios acquired.
The tender frames are being assembled

by ID Howitt at Crofton and the wheelsets
have returned from South Devon
Railway Engineering.
To finish No. 2007, the nameplates and

chime whistle have been delivered.
However, there is still much to do if we are to

see this dream turned into magnificent reality.

And for the next one!
In 2015, the trust announced that its third new
steam locomotive project would be a Gresley
V4, his last design for the LNER before he
passed away in 1941.
The V4s were designed as a lightweight

alternative to the class V2s and were suitable
for use over the whole of the LNER network.
Two locomotives were built at Doncaster

Works in 1941 – No. 3401 Bantam Cock, and
No. 3402, unofficially known as Bantam Hen.
It was anticipated that many more would
be produced, but after the sudden death of
Gresley in April 1941, his successor Edward
Thompson built 410 of his own B1 4-6-0s
instead. Both class V4s were scrapped in 1957
when their boilers became due for renewal.
The trust has scanned the original V4

drawings at the National Railway Museum

in York to create the design book for the new
locomotive in 3D Computer Aided Design
(CAD). The trust has also acquired over 500
original class V4 drawings, a complete set
of fully certified tyres for the engine which
were manufactured in South Africa in the late
1990s and a suitable chimney.
The intention is to start constructing the

third V4 as soon as No. 2007 is completed.
It is currently estimated that the project will
cost around £3 million and take around five
years, subject to the pace of fundraising. The
new Gresley class V4 is an ideal locomotive
for regional main line tours, repeat main line
itineraries and the longer, main line connected
heritage railways. Unlike with the P2, very
little redesign work will be needed.
Although there is currently no specific

appeal open for the yet-to-be-named No. 3403,
any donations made will be ring-fenced for the
project. The next step will be to launch The
Founder’s Club to fund the early stages of the
project, which is expected in 2021.
➜ For more information on how to help
the V4 project, visit www.v4steam.com,
email enquiries@v4steam.com or telephone
01325 460163.



First SECR D class models unveiled
THE first liveried samplesof thenew
OOgaugeSouthEastern&Chatham
RailwayDClass4-4-0 locomotivemodel
havebeen receivedbyLocomotion
Models andRails of Sheffield fromDapol
andarenowunder review.
Seven different variants have been

produced by the partnership of
Dapol, Locomotion Models and Rails
of Sheffield.
The preserved example No. 737 is

currently on display at the National
Railway Museum (NRM), York.
This engine has been produced
exclusively for Locomotion Models,
which is part of the NRM. The other
six models have been commissioned
by Rails of Sheffield.
Thesemodels show the progression

of the D Class locomotives produced
over a wide timescale from their
introduction in 1901 through to
withdrawal of the last locomotive by
British Railways in 1956. The tooling
suite encompasses alternative
options depending on which

locomotive is modelled. All versions
have a NEXT 18 decoder socket fitted,
which can be accessed by removing
the smokebox door to fit the decoder.
The variants comprise:

■No.737aspreserved in full SECR livery
with semi-gloss finish;
■No.488 inSECR liverywith silk finish;
■No.726 inwartimegrey liverywith
scrapedbeading;
■No.1730 in linedMaunsell olive
green livery;
■No.1734 inSRblack liverywith
sunshine lettering;
■No.31731 inblack liverywith
sunshineBR lettering; and
■No.32574 inBRblackwithearly crest.
Minor livery alterations have been

identified during the evaluation
process. These will be carried out
by the factory before moving into
the production stage with delivery
expected in 2021.
Prices have yet to be set and will be

dependent on the exchange rate at
the time of shipping.

No.737aspreservedat theNational

RailwayMuseum in full SECR livery

No. 1734 inSRblack liverywith sunshine lettering

A finishedOO9modelof a LodgeHill&UpnorRailwaybogieopenwagon, a

restoredexampleofwhich survives at theWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway.

The range includes threediesel

locomotives.DiemaNo. 17 is a

memberof the currentWLLR fleet.TheClass17 isHeljan’s latestOgaugedieselmodel

Heljan 7mm scale ‘Clayton’ update
HELJANhas sharedan imageof a
decorated sampleof its forthcoming
OgaugeBRClass 17‘Clayton’diesel.
All four versions are to be released

in the final quarter of 2020 – the
suggested retail price being £549.00.
They include: BR green (small yellow
panels); BR green (full yellow ends;

BR Blue (full yellow ends); and BR
green D8607.
Asked whether the range will

include the preserved example, a
Heljan spokesman replied: “We are
not offering D8568 in O gauge. Apart
from the fully weathered/numbered
D8607 they are all unnumbered.”

BanwyModels
scales up its
Welshpool range
ByGarethEvans

AWELSHPOOL&Llanfair LightRailway
(WLLR) volunteerwhohas createda
numberof 3Dprintedmodelsof the
line’s rolling stock, hasexpandedhis
range toencompassboth4mmand
7mmscales.
Trading as BanwyModels, David

Gauntlett offers wagons, carriages
and locomotives which have
operated on the 2ft 6in gaugemid
Wales line both in the past and
the present.
“BanwyModels grew out of the fact

I wanted to model theWLLRmyself in
OO9,”David told Heritage Railway.
“It was a case of realising that some

of the railway’s interesting rolling
stock, such as the former Admiralty
wagons weren’t available in any form.
Not being a gifted scratch-builder, I
decided to create 3D prints.
“Conveniently, the drawings were

available for the RNAD (Royal Naval
Armament Depot) stock – that was
my starting point. I designed a set
of underframes, a set of bogies, the
body and it evolved from there. I’ve
gradually expanded the range.”

Variety
Thereare threediesel locomotives in
theBanwy range todate– including
theWLLR’sNo. 17, anex-TaiwanSugar
Corporation0-6-0Diema.Theother
two locomotiveshavemoved toother
heritage lines: 0-4-0VBTNutty,which
is currentlyondisplayat theLeighton
BuzzardRailway; andPlanet4wDM
UpnorCastle inoriginal form,with
full-height cab, i.e. prior to rebuilding for
useon its currenthome, theFfestiniog&
WelshHighlandRailways.
David has also filled gaps in the

existing Nine Lines OO9 range of
originalWLLR wagons. These include
timber bolster wagons, empty sheep
wagons minus sides and a cattle van,
two of which survive in preservation
– at theWLLR and the Vale of Rheidol.
Examples of former Lodge Hill &

Upnor Railway stock is offered too,
including both high and low-sided
bogie wagons. Originally known as
the Chattenden & Upnor Railway,
some of the Kent line’s carriages
were acquired by theWLLR during
its early years and now operate on
the Sittingbourne & Kemsley Light
Railway – see separate story on page
19. David has modelled the coaches

in their original ‘toast rack’condition
and is currently working on them in
their enclosed forms, as modified by
theWLLR.
A plethora of four-wheeled RNAD

vans, brake vans flat wagons can
also be found in the Banwy range.
Regauged from 2ft 6in, examples
of former RNAD stock can be found
at most narrow gauge lines in
England andWales – including Bala,
Statfold Barn, Talyllyn, Corris, Lynton
& Barnstaple,Whipsnade and the
Welsh Highland Heritage Railway. The
Banwymodels will complement the
forthcoming Bachmann offerings.

Scales
Someof the range is alsonowavailable
in7mmscale.David said:“Shortly after
I started selling theRNADopenbrake
van, a request came invia Shapeways
askingwhether Iwouldconsider
offering it in7mmscale. I decided to
give it ago.Ayear later, thegentleman
informedme ithadworkedandasked
for theothermodels in the range to
beavailable in that scale too. I’vealso
added theWLLR timberbolsters.”
The 4mm scale range includes

detailing parts or additional
components for existing kits – such
as underframes and bogies for
theWorsleyWorks originalWLLR
Pickering carriages.
A detailing pack is to be available

soon forWorsley’s Sierra Leone
Railway (SLR) carriages, comprising
roof vents, bogies and underframe
parts. Two of the three SLR
coaches in Britain survive at the
WLLR, with another at the South
Tynedale Railway.
➜Moredetails canbe found

atwww.facebook.com/Banwy-

Models-458318127986410andprints

canbeodered fromwww.shapeways.

com/shops/banwy-models
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Do you prefer your model railway layout to be absolutely pristine or to reflect real life?
Pete Kelly turns to some classic railway films and other archive sources to recall what
Britain’s railways were once really like.
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Locoweathering clues from
classic railway films

WE’REsousedtoseeing immaculate
steamlocomotivesonthemain line
andheritagerailwaysnowadays that
it’shardto imaginethemwithcylinder
andvalvecasings thataresheetsof
rust,nameplatesgone, steamleaking
everywhereandsofilthy inoverall
appearancethat it’s impossibleevento
readtheir cabsidenumbers.
The experience of witnessing this

long, sad decline in the 1960s was
so traumatic that I prefer to forget
it to this day, andwould never
dream of actuallymodelling such
a tragic period. Even at their zenith
however, steam engines were never
as uniformly spotless as the restored
survivors that streak across Britain
might suggest – and incidentally
many diesel locomotives alsomade
very sorry sights towards the end
of their days, the‘Western’diesel-
hydraulics, for example.

Research
In amodellingcontext, of course,
theextremesof absolute cleanliness,
absolute filth andeverything in-
betweenbrings the subjectofmodel
railwayweathering into focus.Therefore,
in aneffort to show locomotives as they
actuallywere, I reacquaintedmyself
withanumberofold railway filmsand
documentarieswhileouresteemed
archivist JaneSkayman turnedup
some imagesof locomotives inall kinds
of conditions fromMortons’Railway
MagazineArchive.
The first film I watchedwas the

GPO’s unforgettable NightMail, made
in 1935, which describes a journey of
the London Euston to Glasgow‘Night
Postal’and all whoworked on and
around it. “Class 6 engine, 340 tons,
12 vehicles,”goes the commentary

as the train begins its journey, and
it is indeed a parallel-boiler three-
cylinder ‘Royal Scot’4-6-0 in clean
working condition that heads the
train out of London. As the epic
documentary progresses however,
the engines alternate between‘Scots’
and their 5XP‘Baby Scot’sisters (more
commonly known as‘Patriots’) and
the first onewe see in the film looks in
pretty grimy condition.
The 5XP that brings the‘Postal’ into

Crewe, though, is No. 5513 (which
incidentally remained nameless right
to the end) and as the frenzied activity
continues, ‘Crab’2-6-0 No. 2933,
and then three-cylinderMidland
Compound 4-4-0 No. 1073 arrive with
incomingmails, both engines in quite

clean condition. The‘Crab’that finally
arrives with the late-running train
fromHolyhead looks suspiciously like
a repeat shot of the first one seen,
whichwas one of the last dozen
to be built before the introduction
of Stanier’s taper-boiler successors
in 1933.

Cleanliness
The incoming‘Patriot’is takenoff to
be replacedby sister engineNo. 5530
Sir FrankRee, again in cleanworking
conditionand identifiedonlybya
blurredpassing imageof its nameplate
as it getsunderway.This locomotive
dulybecameoneof17classmembers
tobe rebuilt andupratedwitha larger
Stanierparallel boiler.
At Glasgow, it’s a clean-looking

‘Scot’– clearly identified by its large
tender – that finally brings in the
‘Postal’, and the film endswith a busy
shed scene as the cleaners get to work
on themajestic ‘Royal Scot’No. 6108
SeaforthHighlander.
For a glimpse of the GreatWestern

Railway between the wars, I watched
the 1935 Twickenham Studios
production The Last Journey, which
tells the story of due-to-retire train
driver Bob Holt, who, believing
mistakenly that his fireman Charlie
is having an affair with his wife,
intends to kill himself, along with
Charlie and everyone aboard, by

crashing the train at high speed.
As the filmwasmadewith the

full co-operation of the publicity-
conscious GWR, almost all of the
locomotives seen, especially in the
set scenes of those standing side-
by-side, appear absolutely spotless.
There are tantalising glimpses of ‘King’
4-6-0 No. 6006 KingGeorge I and‘Star’
4-6-0 No. 4020 Knight Commander,
and even the empty coaching stock
pannier tanks have a shine to them!
Nowhere in the entire film did I spot a
filthy engine.
My next choice was the 1949

Ealing Studios classic Train of Events,
starring JackWarner as the driver of
immaculate rebuilt ‘Royal Scot’4-6-0
No. 46126 Royal Army Service Corps

(then still without smoke deflectors) at
the head of an ill-fated London Euston
to Liverpool Lime Street express that
hits a stalled fuel tanker in the dark on
a level crossing. The ensuing scenes
of wreckagewould become a chilling
portent of the real-life horror involving
another Liverpool-bound train at
Harrow&Wealdstone station just
three years later.
The film is full of busy shed scenes

atWillesden (1A) at a really interesting
time in railway history, withmost
of the locomotives, including‘Jinty’
tanks, ‘Jubilees’, ‘Scots, ‘Black Fives, 8Fs,
a solitary ‘Super D’0-8-0 and various
other classes, bearing a light-to-

y

LMSFairburn2-6-4 tankNo. 42297hauls a three-coachpassenger train. Cananyone shedany lighton the location?RAILWAY
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mediumworking patina. This film is
always worth a second look.

Appearance
Many readerswill be familiarwithEaling
Studios’colour comedyclassicThe
TitfieldThunderbolt,whichwas filmed
in1952and released the following
year. I pulled it out for theumpteenth
timesimply to re-examine theexternal
appearanceof the formerGWR
locomotives that are seenblowing their
whistles in support as theThunderbolt
arrives triumphantly at themythical
Mallingford station.
The opening scene shows a

begrimed air-smoothed‘West
Country’Pacific and its five-coach
train crossing a viaduct over the
‘Titfield toMallingford’branch (a
seven-mile stretch of already-closed
track between Limpley Stoke and
Camerton) just as the first engine to
star in the film, a 1400 class 0-4-2 tank
engine, passes beneath.

TheThunderbolt itself was of course
the Liverpool &Manchester Railway’s
0-4-2 Lion of 1838, whichwas already
115 years oldwhen the filmwasmade,
and it once had a sister locomotive
called Tiger.
All of the‘Castles’, ‘Halls’and a

‘Grange’seen in the closing scene,
actually shot in the vicinity of Bristol
TempleMeads, havewhat onemight
call an honest ‘working-clothes’
appearance, but have lost none of
their majesty beneath the slightly
oily sheen.
Formy next dose of nostalgia, I

turned to a boxed DVD set of British
Transport Films and pulled out the
evergreen Elizabethan Express, filmed
in 1953 and starring the immaculate
A4 Pacific No. 60017 Silver Fox on its
six-hour 30-minute nonstop summer
timetable journey from London King’s
Cross to EdinburghWaverley, at an
average speed of just over 60mph.
Silver Fox has a special place inmy

heart because, duringmy one and
only visit toYork in steamdays, at the
age of 15 in 1960, it was one of the
first A4s I ever saw. Standing beside
it on themain up platform, I was
captivated by its style and grandeur
as it got its train under way, slipping
slightly and rattling the casing as it
did so.

Impression
Thebestway to forma true impression
of theexternal conditionof locomotives
at anyparticularperiod inhistory is to
finda largenumberof linesidephotos
takenover a relatively shortperiod.
Manymodellers prefer to keep

everything spotless, andwouldn’t
even contemplate the lightest
weathering of their locomotives
and rolling stock, whereas others
will go right to the other extreme.
Perhaps the light grubby patina of
hard-worked but well-looked-after
locomotives and their rolling stock

would be themost sensible option.
If youwish to present your

locomotives and rolling stock in
a light tomedium-weathered
condition, they can be bought
like that straight from the shelf,
but if your budget will stretch to
it, you can send pristinemodels to
one of several widely-advertised
weathering specialists and specify
whether youwant a light, mediumor
heavy-weathered condition.
If you’re brave enough, and can live

with anymistakesmade during the
learning curve, you could have a go
yourself using themany products now
available in a very wide price range,
whichwill probably lead you into the
complex world or air-brushing.
Remember, though, that a dirty-

looking engine often reflects the
environment in which it works, so
in order to reproduce aweathered
layout accurately, youwill probably
end upweathering not just the

The coaling toweron thewriter’sN-scale layout ‘Cathedral City’wasa spotless lightgrey structurewhenheput it together

–butbyunmercifully rubbing itwith soot fromhis chimneybreast,mixedwithwater, the scenebegan to looka lotmore

realistic. Shouldhavemuckeduppartsof the retainingwall aswell, though!

In1997 thewriter anda small groupof enthusiasts cycled fromJohnO’Groats

toLand’s End to raise funds forNo. 63601at theGreatCentral Railway. This

BachmannOO-scalemodelofNo. 63598 camestraight fromthebox in this

typically lightly-weathered condition.

ApristineBachmannBranchlinemodelof this former LNWRG2a0-8-0 (LMS

No. 9376)was takenalong toTMCtobeweatheredheavily –and thiswas the

really authentic result.Note that these locomotivesdidnot carry smokebox

numberplates.

Moredetail of theexpertly-applied

weatheringon theBachmann

BranchlineClass04model.

The cleanest thingaboutNo. 9376 is

the realwashedcoal in the tender!
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locomotives, coaches andwagons
but also the track itself and railway
structures such as underbridges,
signalboxes, goods sheds, crossing
gates, engine sheds, coaling plants,
water towers and crossing gates.
HowesModels Ltd of Oxford

distributes an immense range of
authentic colours in the RailMatch
range produced by HG Paints of
nearby Kidlington. They come in
small 15ml jars (£3.30 each) and
150ml aerosol cans (£7.99 each), and
aweathering range embracesmany
options such as frame dirt, roof dirt,
light rust, dark rust, sleeper grime,
weathered black, oily steel, brake dust,
light brick, dark brick and slate.

Products
Humbrolweatheringpowderscomein
asimilarkindof range, including28ml
bottlesofwhitepowder forgeneraluse
and, formorespecificapplication,45ml
jarsof light rustpowderandmanyother
weatheringhues.
Model railway track never looks

realistic straight from the box, and
weathering the sides of the rails,
the sleepers and even the ballast
canmake a huge difference. In fact,
it mightmakemore sense for a
weathering novice to experiment on
the track (before it is joined together
or secured on the baseboard) than an
expensive item like a locomotive.
Manymodellers paint the sides of

the track with amatt light rust colour,
andwhen applied properly it looks
absolutely right, but amodelling
friend sprays the RailMatch sleeper
grime straight onto thewhole track,
keeping away from, or at least being
extremely careful around point work,
before quickly wiping off the excess
from the top rail surface.
Ballasting can be grossly overdone,

so useminimal amounts of the correct
grade rather than literallymaking a
mountain of it.
Sometimes the best weathering

materials are the real things. Living in
an old cottage out in the Lincolnshire
countryside, I’ve used a coal fire
during thewintermonths formany
years, which has allowedme to filthy
up a coaling tower on one ofmy
N-scale layouts by simply scraping
soot from the chimney breast, mixing
it withwater and gently rubbing it on
to themuch too clean-looking original
light grey structure.
After also collecting a quantity of

fine grey ash and tiny particles of coal
that had dropped through the fire
grate onemorning, I sprinkled it onto
a fine layer of glue around a 1950s’
engine shed on the same layout, and
it looks pretty authentic!
Whichevermethods you use, if

you don’t want everything to end up
pear-shaped, remember to follow the
instructions on jars and packages to
the letter. Best of luck!
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SprayingRailMatch sleepergrimeonto

anold lengthofOO-scale track–but

watch thepoints, andquicklywipeany

excess fromthe topof the rails.

A typical selectionofweathering

paints, powders andsprays from

RailMatchandHumbrol.

Theonly thing that lets the little

Class 2 tank locomotivedown is the

much-too-wide lipon the chimney.

Another lightly-weatheredGrahamFarishmodel is of ‘Royal Scot’

4-6-0,No. 46122RoyalUlsterRifleman. Unless theywereex-works, fewStanier 8F2-8-0s lookedaspristineas this

GrahamFarishmodel,whosenumberhasbeenchanged to48531, the locomotive

onwhich, onemiserablewetafternoon in the1950s, thewriterwasgivena free

cab ride fromWinwickQuay sidings toDallamShed (8B).

Another impossibly clean locomotive

in thewriter’sN-scale collection is

thisGrahamFarishmodelofWD2-8-0

No. 902012.

ThisN-scaleGrahamFarish Ivatt Class22-6-2Twasalsogiven theweathering

treatmentand renumberedas41289–anexample commonly seenaround the

writer’s home town.
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PASSENGER PERSPECTIVE

Gareth Evans shares his experience of a post-lockdown trip on the Talyllyn Railway –
and also talks to the line’s general manager Stuart Williams about how the railway has
performed this year so far. All photographs by the author.

TRAVELLING ON THE

TALYLLYN!

No.7TomRoltawaitsdeparture from

TywynWharfwith the2.05pmservice to

NantGwernol onSaturday,August29.

T
he world around us has changed this
year more than most of us could ever
have imagined in the name of Covid-19

– but it’s important to have some resemblance
of ‘normality’ while being safe.
In late August, a loved one who was

celebrating a major milestone wanted a day
out on a heritage line with his family ‘bubble’.
The Talyllyn Railway (TR) was among his
suggestions. As part of our research, we were
pleased to find information was presented
clearly on the website’s ‘Reopening FAQs’
section. Clearly, we didn’t want to make the
‘wrong move’.
I booked our tickets for the 10.30am

departure before I noticed that the second
train, the 11.45am departure, was full. A
return trip lasts 2½ hours. The fare was
£60 per compartment, which for four
adults, worked out at a respectable £15 per
person return.
The online booking process could not

have been more straightforward. Rather
than a printout, I took a photograph on

my iPhone of the confirmation email.
Upon arrival at TywynWharf station, I

checked in with a friendly member of staff
greeting us by the entrance to the booking
hall. She crossed my name off the list and
explained the procedures, including the one-
way pedestrian system around the station.
Out on the platform, friendly staff greeted

us, their smiles clearly visible through their
visors. Only one person or a family group were
permitted at a time in the loos.

Procedures
Needing a ‘caffeine fix’, two of our four-strong
party joined a socially distanced queue into the
cafe. My contact details were taken for track
and trace purposes – a reminder that the cafe
also has indoor seating.
Back outside on the platform, we found our

compartment – our party name being in the
carriage window. A positive of the pre-booking
system was that it removed the uncertainty of
whether we would be able to sit together as it
was ‘ours’ throughout the journey.

Locomotive No. 7 Tom Rolt was at the head
of the train. Prior to departure, the guard
locked each compartment door.
Admiring the scenery of the Fathew

Valley out of the carriage window as our
journey progressed was a throwback to the
pre-Covid-19 bliss that some of us long for.
Stopping at Dolgoch for the locomotive to take
water, passengers wishing to visit the well-
known falls were free to disembark – although
they had to return to Tywyn in the same
compartment on the same train.
We ran through Abergynolwyn nonstop.

Upon arrival at Nant Gwernol, doors were
unlocked, with passengers permitted to stretch
their legs, soak up the tranquillity and admire
the locomotive.
Far from ‘hiding’ during the layover, the

train crew talked to passengers, taking
questions about a host of topics. It’s
the sort of attention to detail which
makes memories to cherish and
which seems embedded in the
culture of the TR. The
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Operating in the world of Covid-19:
the general manager’s experience
■Heritage Railway (HR): Today is
September 8. When we last spoke in May, you
said you felt optimistic about running trains
this season.
■ StuartWilliams (SW): Initially, we
thought a narrow gauge railway doesn’t really
suit Covid-19. However, we’ve found that it
does work if you have non-corridor carriages
and the ability to have one set of doors per
set of seats.
We’ve gone down the route of informing

people that legally, on public transport you
should wear a mask, but we’re not policing
it. You can also find that in the Department
for Transport guidance that masks are not
mandatory in a compartment if you’re in a
bubble. We’re strictly booking one family
bubble per compartment.
We also decided not to fill the intermediate

compartments. There have been times
when we’ve done it as the weather has been
inclement for those in the open carriages, so
we’ve moved people inside. However, we’ve
always asked people either side if they’re
happy with that. I think the screens have
worked really well. They still give you a
view, so you can see the scenery and not feel
enclosed. We’ve had nothing but positive
comments about those.

■HR:How has Covid-19 affected demand?
Do you have any numbers you can share
with us?
■ SW:We’ve been charging £60 per
compartment, which for four adults
works out less than normal. That was
just for August. We’ve now changed it to

acknowledge the change in demographics we
expect in the autumn. It’s now changed to
1-3 passengers is £40, and 4-6 is £60.
That helps the smaller groups – which

tends to mean older couples – and that’s
gone down well. While it does impact
somewhat on our numbers, to give you an
example, during August we would have run
our pink service, i.e. seven trains, but this
year we were down to four. This time of year,
we would have been running four trains per
day anyway. Like-for-like last week – the
first week that it’s a comparable service,
albeit there was one bank holiday day in
it, we carried 4% more people, but we took
14% more revenue. The cafe performed well
too. It’s the first week we can actually say we
were actually up on last year!
That’s a fantastic achievement when you’re

actually blocking out half the train. The big
thing for us is that it’s flattened demand.
We might be carrying a similar number of
people, but it’s right across the day. Because
we’ve got pre-booking, the early trains get
taken up quickly, but it does push people
into the afternoon trains – so those services
are now running full too.
Today (September 8) for example, we’ve

sold out all four trains. It means the pressure
on our catering team is much less as we’re
delivering 50-60 people to Abergynolwyn in
one go rather than 120 in the morning and
nothing in the afternoon.
We’re not currently offering intermediate

journeys as we’ve not got a process to do
that. We’re assuming for the 2021 operating
calendar, which we’re currently drafting,

No.7TomRolt runs roundatNantGwernol as the friendlyguard standson theplatformtalking toapassenger inside the carriage.

feeling of not being rushed also helps make for
an enjoyable experience on what is after all, a
leisure journey.
Disembarking at Abergynolwyn, we bought

a delicious sandwich, Welsh cake and drink
each from the tea room, consuming them at a
table on the platform. Service was friendly and
efficient during the 30-minute layover.
Our service crossed the other train, hauled

by No. 3 Sir Haydn at Brynglas. After we
arrived back at Tywyn, we visited the shop.

Conclusion
Having checked with a member of staff that
it was safe to do so, I crossed the line and
photographed the train – it was parked in the
platform road ready for its next departure.
We felt safe but it was far from a real life

version of George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-
Four book. We did not want a day out which
was overly authoritarian in nature as quite
simply, it would not be a leisure experience.
Notices reminding visitors of precautions

and procedures were presented clearly but
friendly in tone. On that note, while the staff
adhered to the procedures, they appeared
to go about their duties in a polite, self-
assured manner. It was clear that the positive
attitude of the staff rubbed off on customers
– maintaining the TR’s well-known friendly,
welcoming atmosphere, which in turn helped
to maintain compliance with systems without
being ‘jobsworth’.
We felt the fare structure was sensibly priced.

As a result, the railway got four adults worth of
secondary spend in its tea rooms and gift shop.
If you want a professional, safe but friendly

heritage train travel experience, the TR
comes highly recommended. Thankfully, the
Talyllyn has retained its charm in the world
of Covid-19. Perhaps it said it all when my
better half asked if we could travel on the TR
again soon…
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that this will continue. We need to be able
to sanitise the coaches – the compartment
system will remain. I think we’d be stupid to
assume the world will be different. If we plan
for the worst and hope for the best, we should
be fine.
Even if we saw a return to rover tickets and

hop-on, hop-off, we would retain one or two
carriages as pre-bookable compartments.
We’ve had a lot of comments along the lines
of ‘I’m pleased to pay the extra as I don’t want
to share a compartment with other people.
We are seeing increased demand for

premium items such as our locally-sourced
hampers, which people can enjoy on the
train – and our cream teas at Abergynolwyn
(pre-booking essential).

■HR: So the TR has performed better
than expected, given the strength of the
headwinds? I see you’re running trains
throughout the autumn.
■ SW: For August, our trains ran 90.2%
full. That figure increased slightly in early
September – because as I said earlier, it’s
a different type of market. It’s the sort of
people who plan their holidays, rather than a
last-minute day out with the children.
We’ve extended our operation to November

30 – and we’ve got bookings for that month
already. We’re again running post-Christmas
trains until January 4.
We plan to start our 2021 season earlier –

before February half-term. We’ll then run
every weekend until the end of March, when
we begin daily running. At the other end of
the season, we plan to operate on weekends
through November and December, leaving
weekdays for maintenance. We’ve not done
that previously.
We can pick up business during the

shoulder season. Because our cost base is low,
it’s a no-brainer.

■HR:Wewere delighted to find the TR’s
welcome remains as warm as ever.
SW: I think volunteers have embraced the
whole thing, mindful of the precautions.
The only negative comments we’ve had is
the inability to get on and off. Locking doors
means we can release people in a controlled
manner onto the platform, rather than a
trainload getting off and darting to the cafe
and toilets.
I would argue passengers are getting more

interaction with staff than they did previously.
That personal locking and unlocking of the
carriages gives the opportunity for the staff
to ask is everyone okay. Some people, when
they get talking, don’t stop, so I think we’re
finding a much better balance – and with
fewer passengers on the train, there’s more
time perhaps.

■HR: Locomotive No. 6Douglas has been
mothballed for 2020. What’s the story?
■ SW: It’s been one of our measures to
reduce costs. We agreed we didn’t need five
locomotives in steam – four was quite enough
for the summer. We came to an agreeable
situation with the boiler inspector regarding
a year’s extension to the certificate as it’s
relatively new.We saved every penny we could.

■HR:Are you continuing to find savings?
■ SW: If you look at the difference in revenue,
it’s absolutely eye-watering. Our year goes
February 1 to January 31. In the year to date,
we are £621,000 down – that’s across tickets,
shop and catering.
That’s not the number we’re down in the

bank as by the time you add in cost savings,

furlough, appeal and grants, including the
very welcome Heritage Emergency Fund,
which awarded us £45,000, it’s resulted in us
being £150,000 behind where we expected
to be.
I’m shaping the business to be resilient

for the winter. We have to run it as if we’re
pessimistic – there are tough decisions and
hard things to do. I like to think of it as a blip,
rather than a long-term thing, which will
mean we’ll be better off for the future.
Engineering staff are only doing essential

work. We’ve got one on call each day – there’s
always someone to fix something if it goes
wrong. We’ll be catching up in November,
when the furlough scheme is due to end.
Catering staff are nearly back to full hours –
the shop’s not quite there. To give you an idea,
we were claiming £20,000 a month at one stage
– we’re now down to about £10,000.

■HR:What’s the latest on the TR’s
anniversary celebrations?
■ SW:We hope to celebrate 70 years of
preservation onMay 14/15, 2021 – the details
are still being worked on. We’ll try to make it
something special, however.
In November this year we’re going to run

a re-creation of the last ever train to run
pre-preservation. Dolgoch reached Brynglas
and derailed – but we’re not going to re-create
that bit!
Most of the other 70th anniversary

celebrations will be around No. 4 Edward
Thomas’s centenary and with the Corris
Railway’s No. 7, will see both locomotives
operate together on their respective railways.
It should be a nice year to look forward to –
but we don’t want to go too mad as we
don’t know what’s going to happen in the
world.

Right: Thename

ofa family

‘bubble’ is clearly

displayed ina

windowofeach

compartment.

Clear screens installedbetweencompartmentshelp to safelyprovideanuninterruptedviewof theTR’s lovely

scenery in theFathewValley.

The carriagesare comfortable, brightandairy, but

also feel safe in theworldofCovid-19.

Intermediate compartments arenotnormally inuse.

“If you want a professional, safe but friendly heritage train
travel experience, the TR comes highly recommended.
Thankfully, the Talyllyn has retained its charm in the world
of Covid-19.”
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VOLUNTEERING

WORTH GETTING INVOLVED
Sally Cliffordmeets just a small a selection of the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway’s
army of volunteers, many of them teenagers, who share their experiences of getting
their hands dirty on the popular West Yorkshire heritage line.

T
HE windswept moorland through
which thousands of passengers travel
throughout the year provides a natural

amphitheatre. Famously recognised as the
backdrop to the Seventies film The Railway
Children and the inspiration for the Bronte
siblings’ books, the all-encompassing
landscape was providing a stage for a very
different production when I popped by.
Pre-lockdown, it was February half-

term week and it was all systems go for the
countdown to one of the Keighley andWorth
Valley Railway’s (KWVR) many attractions.
The dinosaur-themed Jurassic event –

inspired by the popularity of the prehistoric
creatures – is a first for the railway; an addition
to the six major events it normally hosts
throughout the year, including the ever-
popular diesel and steam weekends, beer and
music and foodie-themed events.
As previously reported, this year has been

particularly special as it marks the 50th
anniversary of the Railway Children film.
Joe Shaw, is one of the team of young

volunteers helping to run the events and
generally keeping this delightful heritage
railway rolling.
It’s thanks to Joe and the rest of KWVR’s

voluntary workforce that this much-loved
transport attraction has survived the test
of time.
Hundreds of volunteers are involved in

helping to preserve this railway for future
generations to enjoy – many of those are
teenagers. Interestingly, many of the older
volunteers joined as teenagers and are now
passing on their passion for the place to the
next generation.
Joe’s introduction to the railway three years

ago came through his interest in trains. “I have
always been interested in railways,” says the
16-year-old who resides close to Ilkley station.

First step
“When I first started I was on basic station
duties – helping passengers on and off trains,
generally keeping the station clean and tidy
and being an extra pair of hands for the
foreman – that is the first step,” explains Joe.
He, like many of the young volunteers, enjoys

the variety of the roles. “There is something
for everybody. If you like engines and working
with the engines; if you like working on the
station. About a year ago I started doing
the staff rosters for the whole railway,”
explains Joe.

That’s some responsibility for a 16-year-
old, but one of the many benefits working on
the railway brings is it provides transferable
skills which the young people can put to use
in future careers. Volunteering also speaks
volumes on CVs when seeking employment
as it demonstrates their dedication
and commitment.
While Joe enjoys dealing with the

administration, he also appreciates being
involved with the events such as the Jurassic
event he was helping to prepare. “These events
are brilliant for the railway. I am a railway
enthusiast so I like the steam galas, but the
events are good because you can try such a
variety of things,” he adds.
Working on the railway brings plenty of

opportunity too, and can help pave the way to
pursuing a pleasurable pastime as a profession.
Joe talks of previous volunteers who have

risen through the ranks and are now fulfilling
high profile roles on the national rail network.
“I will keep this as a voluntary thing forever

because I love the place, but I will probably
work on the railways,” says Joe.
While there may be a perception you have

to be passionate about trains to join, that
isn’t true according to Joe. “We have had

Volunteersof all agesarewelcome to join the friendly teamat theKeighley&WorthValleyRailway, as seen

hereprior to theCovid-19 lockdown.CRAIG SZLATOSZLAVEK
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“We have had people who have had no interest in trains
but wanted something to do in their spare time. Some
become guards, crossing keepers and signalmen and they
come on the railway knowing nothing about trains.”

Howto join the team
KWVR volunteers range from teenagers to the over
eighties. No previous experience of working on a
railway in necessary.
While older people can carry on volunteering to any

age provided they are fit enough and can do the work
safely, under 16s are encouraged to join the Young
Persons’ Group.
For more details, email the railway’s volunteer

liaison officer at volunteer@kwvr.co.uk or telephone
01535 645214. Visit https://kwvr.co.uk/volunteering/

people who have had no interest in trains
but wanted something to do in their spare
time. Some become guards, crossing keepers
and signalmen and they come on the railway
knowing nothing about trains.”
For others it’s in the blood. Ellie Wilkinson

followed in the footsteps of her father, Dave,
and sister Megan when she came to the KWVR
six years ago.
“It started as a way to spend time with my

dad and sister away from things we would
normally do and it got this hook on me,” says
the 16-year-old from Bingley.
Ellie helps to set up events. Working in

the Pullman dining carriage and café has
expanded her culinary interest.
Forming friendships is another benefit of

working at KWVR. “Everyone makes you feel
so welcome. I have met lifelong friends on the
railway and I’m only 16,” says Ellie.
Working in a predominantly male

environment doesn’t bother her either. She says
she wasn’t a “typical railway enthusiast” – until
now. Ellie has started her locomotive training
and her ambition is to become a fireman.

Footplate
She explains her locomotive training duties
include cleaning the engine and preparing it
for the day. It’s a demanding role, starting as
early as 5am with the lighting and warming of
the engine.
On gala days Ellie explains they can be

looking after the engine into the early hours.
“Keeping it warm and keeping a nice fire
because people love engines,” she says.
Now she is hoping to pass on her passion to

other young volunteers. “There is so much to
do here. Anyone can do anything here.”
For model railway fanWill Wharton,

working on the railway has brought his pastime
to life. “I have always wanted to volunteer
here,” says the 15-year-old from Cullingworth.
Will joined the team at KWVR in 2018. “I

just love everything, I love seeing them in
action,” he says.
Will’s friend, Chris Plunkett, 14, from

Haworth, is one of the recent recruits and
his first assignment was entertaining the
railway’s young passengers on the popular
Santa specials.

“I didn’t know anything about steam trains,
but since I have joined the team here I have
been learning a lot about them from being
involved with them,” says Chris.
For 15-year-old twins Jake and Ben Raine,

from Keighley, working on the railway has
helped to boost their confidence.
Jake, who grew up with Thomas the Tank

Engine, says that as soon as he saw the railway
he was hooked.
“I started off doing station duties and

working with members of the public built my
confidence up,” he says.
He also loves the fact he is helping to

preserve a popular attraction for others
to enjoy.
The railway hosts around 100,000 visitors a

year, so the young volunteers quickly become
accustomed to meeting and greeting guests
and delivering the best passenger experience
they can.
“It’s everything – meeting new people,

helping customers and passengers and it’s
helping towards keeping the railway running,”
adds Ben.
“People refer to us as the railway’s next

generation,” says Ellie.
“They are the future of the railway

because a lot of volunteers are ready to
retire,” says Zandra Richards, the railway’s
safeguarding officer.
Zandra, who previously worked in social

services, joined the railway 16 years ago. She
is responsible for looking after the young
volunteers while they fulfil their roles around
the railway.
According to Zandra, the railway brings

many benefits to its young recruits – among
them transferable skills they can put to use in
future professions.
Her son, Robin Richards, joined the railway

as a young volunteer at 13. After completing
his university studies, Robin began working
for Northern Rail. He is also KWVR’s station
master at Oxenhope.
Similarly, volunteering led to KWVR’s

operations manager, Noel Hartley, carving out
a career on the railways.
Noel followed in his father Graham’s

footsteps. Graham has been a footplate
volunteer since the Sixties and a driver since

the Eighties. Noel accompanied him from the
age of 10 and the rest, as they say, is history.
“I started and got the bug and I have built a

career out of my experience here,” says Noel,
who has worked for the National Railway
Museum looking after the legendary LNER A3
Pacific No. 60103 Flying Scotsman.
Family commitments brought him back to

KWVR where he met his wife, Fran who is one
of railway’s firemen. Keeping it in the family,
their three young children are also involved in
the railway

Origin
The KWVR preservation society was formed
in 1962 and the railway opened to the public in
1968. Looking back at its history, Noel explains
that originally the railway opened as a branch
line created by local mill owners transporting
passengers from Keighley to Oxenhope.
“When the car came along, passenger figures

declined and goods declined,” says Noel,
referring to some of the reasons for its eventual
closure.
It reopened as a heritage line 58 years ago –

thanks to local supporters, including the late
Keighley MP Bob Cryer.
Now Noel and the rest of the KWVR team

are dedicated to keeping this legacy alive – and
the young volunteers are an imperative part of
its future.
“For us they are invaluable,” says Noel.
“It’s giving young people enthusiasm about

it, and getting them involved at a young
age really is the way forward for us and will
hopefully secure our voluntary workforce for
the future.”

EllieWilkinsonhelpsoutat aneventon theKeighley

andWorthValleyRailway.CRAIG SZLATOSZLAVEK

Enthusiastic youngvolunteers areencouragedat the

KWVR.CRAIG SZLATOSZLAVEK

EllieWilkinsonwithher fatherDave. Sadly since the

interviewEllie’s fatherpassedaway. TOMBLACKMAN
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INFRASTRUCTURE

NEW CORWEN

Robin Jones visited the Llangollen Railway early in September to view the rapid
progress, which has resumed on the building of its new Corwen terminus in readiness
for a potential 2021 opening and could not fail to have been impressed.

A
S one of the gateways to and fromWales
sitting just a few miles from the border,
Llangollen is an undoubted jewel. The

town sits alongside the whitewater rapids of
the River Dee, and its station enjoys one of the
finest settings of any in the UK.
Indeed, the Corn Hill restaurant on the

opposite bank, which from its terrace offers
a grandstand view of the station and steam
movements, is itself a brilliant advertisement
for the best of what the principality has to
offer, both in terms of food, service and
location. It is one of many delights awaiting
the visitor to the town, another being the
splendid tearoom at the Llangollen Canal
wharf looking down on the station from
high above.
While Dr Beeching opted to close the route

from Ruabon to Barmouth Junction, a decision
regretted by many six decades on, two of
the most beautiful sections of it are still very
much with us – the Bala Lake Railway and the
Llangollen Railway, which offers breathtaking
views of the Dee Valley as it follows the river.

Revival
Back in the Eighties, during regular daytrips
to Wales, I watched the revivalists pushing
westwards with comparative speed – first
Berwyn, then Glyndyfrdwy and then Carrog,
where it all came to a halt for many years.
While Carrog itself is a superbly-restored

GWR station, despite the immeasurable
delights of the landscape through which
it passes making the journey worth every
minute, the bottom line was that the railway

offered ‘somewhere to nowhere and back’.
That will change next year when, all being

well, the new Corwen station comes on
line. Briefly served in recent times by the
temporary scaffolding-supported platform
that was Corwen East, this little town will have
its first permanent station since the original
(which lay on the opposite side of Corwen and
which partially survives in the premises of Ifor
Williams Trailers) closed on December 14,
1964.
Corwen’s new station will be a win-win

all round. Car parking in Llangollen can be
problematic, but the success of the Swanage
Railway’s Norden park-and-ride can easily be
emulated here, with town visitors taking the
train while enjoying the scenery en route. In
return, the station will offer a wealth of golden

TAKING SHAPE

Local artist JulieRiderMcNamara’s impressionofGWR0-6-0PTNo. 7754arriving

atCorwen, availableasapackof fivegreeting cards fromthe railway shop.



AnN-gaugemodelof the finishedCorwen

station in the siteoffice. ROBIN JONES

opportunities for the pubs, cafes and retail
outlets in Corwen to entice a new generation of
visitors as opposed to seeing them quickly pass
through in their cars on the A5. This could
well be Corwen’s oyster.
While the railway, like all others in Britain,

has been hit hard by the impact of lockdown,
as restrictions eased and staff and volunteers
returned, the station has been taking shape
and impressively too. As reported last
issue, four pairs of columns from London’s
Blackfriars station have been erected.
Designed by EWP Structural Engineers

of Bangor, on the recommendation of
Denbighshire County Council, the steel beams
of the new waiting room, fabricated by Barnett
Engineering Ltd of Rhosllanerchrugog, near
Wrexham, were in September delivered to site
for assembly by their team. With help from the
project’s Road Rail Vehicle, the beams were
hoisted into position to form a rectangular box
within the area of the waiting room, which
has provision for services to toilets already
plumbed in.
The design called for integral strength to

support the roof, which will be part of the
station canopy and subject to high winds
at this exposed, elevated position on the

embankment. The eventual canopy will
require the fabrication of six assorted ‘A’
frames to support the roofing material and
have been specially designed to cater for the
variations in the width of the platform and
curvature. However, construction of these is
for a later stage of the project.
With the steelwork in situ, contractor

Wrexham Paving has been laying of the tactile
edging and paving blocks at the eastern end of
the platform.

Structures
Project leader Richard Dixon-Gough said:
“Our association with Barnett Engineering
has been very successful, and this is the latest
example of their skills and expertise as applied
to the project; others include the new-build
water tank and the modifications required on
the canopy columns, all of which are admired
by the passing public and we have received
many positive unsolicited comments about
their presence on site.
“The steelwork is a further example of how

the overall project is now coming together

The fabricated steelwork for theon-platformwaiting roomaserectedpresents an impressive structureas

viewed fromthe towncarpark.GEORGE JONES

Aplatform level viewof the steelwork structure.

GEORGE JONES

Pavingcompletedon theeastern

endofbothplatformswitha central

spine laidout inherringbone

fashionbetween thedrainage

channels.GEORGE JONES

after many years of planning and hard work
by a small band of volunteers on site. Once
completed and passed fit for purpose, the new-
build station and infrastructure will be opened
to the public and will increase footfall within
Corwen helping to boost the local economy.”
The new showpiece Corwen terminus is

well on track to becoming a defining heritage
station of the 21st century and deservedly so,
renewing the railway’s ‘must visit’ status.
When the Covid-19 pandemic situation

improves, the eagerly-awaited completion of
the new-build GWR 4-6-0 No. 6880 Betton
Grange will, hopefully, see its first public
train arrive at Corwen. I certainly aim to be
there both for the station opening and the
locomotive’s launch and will be definitely
reserving a table at the Corn Mill before I
savour a triumphant ride to the west.
And once the Bala Lake Railway completes its

own town centre extension, will we see regular
vintage bus trips linking both lines?

Thecanopy columns fromLondon’sBlackfriars

station inpositiononSeptember2. ROBIN JONES

The station siteas viewed fromthewesternendonSeptember2.

ROBIN JONES
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TRIBUTE

Farewell to the
OldMaster Painter
ofWoody Bay
The heritage sector is in mourning for well known
watercolour artist Eric Leslie, who did more than anyone
to immortalise the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway on canvas,
and who passed away on August 30, a few weeks after his
83rd birthday, reports Robin Jones.

“E
ric did more than anyone to create
people’s image of the Lynton &
Barnstaple Railway (L&B) today,

and therefore contributed enormously to the
railway’s revival. His style was unique and
always instantly recognisable.
“He was also (unlike some great artists) a

lovely man and many of us around the country
considered him a good friend with his fund
of amusing railway anecdotes and unfailing
willingness to help.”
Those are the words of Tony Nicholson,

editor of the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway
Magazine, addressing the line’s membership
in the aftermath of the passing of one of the
heritage sector’s most prolific and distinctive
artists, the line’s unassuming and much-loved
resident artist whose trademark impressionistic
style drew heavily on traditional railway
poster art.
Aged 15, Eric Leslie started work as a

carpenter for BR at Sheffield Victoria’s
Woodbourne depot. A student at Sheffield
College of Art until he was 14, as well as an
avid schoolboy trainspotter, his family, who
came from a railway background, did not

consider art to be a ‘proper’ job. His electrician
dad worked on the electrification of the
Woodhead Route and his brother Peter was a
railway carpenter.
“He did not get on with modern art, though,

and could never see the point of Picasso,”
recalled Tony.
Eric quit BR in 1961 for the building

trade, but later joined, and then became the
chairman of the Sheffield Area Group of the
Festiniog Railway Society. He got involved in
the line’s ground-breaking Deviation drive
back to Blaenau, helping to rebuild many of
the culverts on the route, while his wife Ann
worked in the line’s shop and his daughters
steered the catering trolleys on the trains.

Involvement
Eric was also heavily involved in the popular
Steam in the Manifold galas in the 1980s
when a large model of the 2ft 6in gauge
locomotive J.B. Earle ran on 10¼in gauge
track at the northern end of the Leek &
Manifold Railway, not far from Sheffield.
He was introduced to the L&B by The Little

Train to Lynton, the celebrated two-part

Eric Leslie’s depictionofBaldwin2-4-2T LynandaManningWardle2-6-2T crossing theLynton&Barnstaple

Railway’s curvingChelfhamViaduct.

programme broadcast by BBC2 in 1987. At
that time, the Lynton line was still soundly
sleeping, but there were already moves afoot to
bring it back to life, and so when Eric retired to
Barnstaple in 1994, he became involved with
the L&B Association.
He soon found himself producing the

artwork for an L&B Christmas card and
redeploying his old joinery skills. Numerous
Christmas cards, posters, mugs and covers
for L&BMagazines followed, all in his
distinctive style.
However, in 2008, left-handed Eric lost the

use of his left arm after suffering a major
stroke. Yet he always thought of himself as a
survivor not a victim, and one day he picked up
a pencil in his right hand and started to draw,
with increasing fluency. He later remarked:
“Perhaps all these years I have been using the
wrong hand after all.”
He was involved with several other heritage

lines, notably theWelsh Highland Heritage
Railway and the Ashover Light Railway
Society, and also produced his characteristic
artwork for them. Narrow gauge railways, he
said, “always seemed much more friendly and
on a more manageable scale. The countryside
also seemed so close and intimate.”
In 2015, his family persuaded him to publish

his railway memories, liberally illustrated
by his delightful paintings and pen-and-
ink drawings. A Narrow Gauge Album of
Watercolour, is still available on the L&B
website at www.lynton-rail.co.uk/shop – along
with the line’s 2020 Christmas card, Eric’s
last work.
Eric’s beloved wife Ann died last October

after more than 50 years together. He is
survived by their three daughters and one son
and a bevy of grandchildren
“He saw his role in the heritage railway

movement as giving his time and talents to
encourage more visitors and thereby help fund
their revival,” said Tony. “He was a great friend
not only to the L&B and other lines, but also to
just about everyone who met him.”

Eric Leslie atWoodyBay station in2008 justbefore

he suffereda stroke.Hehadmadeawoodenmock-

upof theNestlé chocolatemachine thatused to

standatWoodyBay–andall theother stationson

theoriginal line. The railwayhas sinceacquiredan

originalNestlémachine thatnowadorns the frontof

the reopenedstation. TONYNICHOLSON
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Eric Leslie’s

portrayal of

thebrief-lived

steamship

pier atWoody

(formerly

Wooda)Bay,

thebeach,

whichwas

meant tohave

beenservedby

abranch line

fromWoody

Bay the station,

whichnever

came.Officially

openedonApril

15, 1897, the

pierwasnot

a commercial

success andwas

badlydamaged

by storms in

1899and1900,

and scrapped

in1902. Traces

of it can still

be seenon the

shoreline today.

ROBIN JONES

COLLECTION

Oneof thenumerousbooksandassociationmagazines illustrated

byEric Leslie. Theupdated2019publicationL&BJourneyTake the

Little Train toLyntoncharts the journey fromBarnstapleTownto

Lynton.

Eric Leslie’s 2020Christmas card,which costs £2.50 for apackof fiveplus

postageandpacking fromwww.lynton-rail.co.uk/shop

Hunslet 2-6-2TNo. 901of1906Russellploughs throughasnowywinter

landscapeon theWelshHighlandRailway.

Baldwin2-4-2T Lynheadsa train towardsLynton station.

O f h b k d i ll d



ANNIVERSARY

THE TRAIN THAT BECAME A

August 28marked the exact 50th anniversary of the first public services on award-winning
Seaton Tramway, with 11 of the line’s operational vehicles in service to celebrate the occasion.
Robin Jones reports on this unique heritage linewhich gave a vibrant second life to one of
theWest Country’s seaside branch lines thatwere axed in the Sixties.

TRAM

Basedondesignelements fromPlymouthandBlackburn
tramcars,with itsbodybuilt byBoltonTramsLtd in2002,
andcompletedby theSeatonTramway in2006, orange,
greenandcream-liveriedCar10waits atAxmouthLoop
during the50thanniversaryeventonAugust 28. ST

T
he East Devon port of Seaton
had supplied ships and sailors for
Edward I’s wars against Scotland

and France, but in the 14th century heavy
storms caused a landslip which partially
blocked the estuary of the River Axe, and a
shingle bank started to accumulate.
The once-important harbour declined in

use and by the mid-19th century was in use
only by fishing boats.
When the LSWR announced that it was to

build a railway from Yeovil to Exeter, Seaton

residents saw it as a golden opportunity.
However, the hilly terrain of the coast forced
the LSWR to choose a route inland. The best
it could do for the town was to open a station
near Shunt called Colyton for Seaton, four
miles to the north.
Local people would not give up that

easily, and planned a rail link of their own
to serve the town. Their first attempt to
obtain statutory powers to build one failed,
but an Act of Parliament for the Seaton &
Beer Railway was passed on July 13, 1863,

permitting the construction of a line from
near Colyton for Seaton station to a terminus
to the east of the town.
The railway enjoyed easy gradients from

Seaton to Colyford, before rising at 1-in-76
with some short easier sections, to meet the
main line.
The line opened for traffic on March

16, 1868, with five trains each way each
weekday, with mixed operation for two up
and one down trains. The name of Colyford
for Seaton station was changed to Colyton

M
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TheWesternRegion tookover the former LSWRbranches inEastDevonduringaboundary shift in the latter

daysof steam.Due toadiesel shortage for a fewweeks fromFebruary1965, Collett 14XXauto tank

No. 1442was sent towork theSeatonbranch. Famous forbeinga regularon theTivertonbranch,where it

wasnicknamed the ‘TivvyBumper’, it is nowthe centrepieceof TivertonMuseum. ST

Colyton stationwithGWRpannierNo. 6430headingabranch train.No. 6430was

sheddedat Exmouth JunctionandYeovil in latterBRdays, and isnowbasedon

theLlangollenRailway. ST

HappySixtiesholidaymakers, somehaving travelled fromLondonWaterloo,

disembarkat Seaton. ST

M70-4-4TNo. 30048headsaSeatonbranch trainat Seaton Junctionwaiting for

passengersonadampday. RICHARDGREEN/CREATIVE COMMONS

Ahand-colouredpostcardviewof thebeachatSeaton, a resortdevelopedasa

holidaydestinationby its railway.ROBIN JONES COLLECTION

Junction, before finally becoming Seaton
Junction on July 18, 1869.
The 4¼-miles branch had two intermediate

stations, at Colyton Town and Colyford.
The Seaton & Beer negotiated a 1000-year

lease of the line to the LSWR from January 1,
1880, with an option to purchase the line,
which was bought outright by the LSWR on
January 1, 1888.
Around this time, neighbouring local

towns which had started out as ancient ports
and small fishing settlements – Exmouth,
Budleigh Salterton, Sidmouth and Lyme
Regis – also gained their own branches from
the LSWR main line, and similarly saw the
holiday trade take off in the 19th century,
placing them within easy reach of London.
What became the Seaton branch was at first

worked by Beattie 2-2-2WTs, beginning with
No. 12 Jupiter and No. 3 Phoenix. O2 and T1
class 0-4-4Ts replaced the Beattie engines
in the 1890s, occasionally supported by an
Adams radial 4-4-2T, and from 1930, auto
trains were introduced on the branch.
Most associated with the Seaton branch in

its postwar years were LSWR Drummond
M7 0-4-4Ts, while even Bulleid light Pacifics
were reported to have run on the branch.
On summer Saturdays after 1949, there was

considerable extra traffic on the line, with
two locomotives together operating nine-
coach trains with through coaches to and
from London. However from 1962, through
working to and from the branch ceased.
DMU working took over the branch from

November 4, 1963, but as elsewhere, the

savings promised by modern traction on
loss-making branches with the associated
reduction in overstaffing failed to save it in
the face of the growth of cheaper and more
versatile road transport and the boom in
car ownership.
While such seaside branches were well

patronised in the holiday season, often trains

were empty through much of the rest of the
year, and BR did not deem it cost effective to
store rakes of carriages for just six weeks’ use
a year.
While around 1200 passengers rode on the

Seaton branch on summer Saturdays, less
than a dozen were there to make the final trip
on March 7, 1966.
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reassembled before the 1970 holiday
season ended.
Claude and his assistant Allan Gardner made

36 return lorry journeys between Eastbourne
and Seaton.

TheSeatonbranch reborn
At 2.30pm on August 28, 1970, Car 8 became
the first tram to run in passenger service
on the Seaton branch, taking power from a
battery car as overhead wires had yet to be
installed. It ran only as far as Bobsworth
Bridge, its name coined from the one shilling
cost of a trip.
A depot at Riverside, just north of the

original Seaton branch station, which was
demolished following closure, had already
been installed. One of its first tasks was the
regauging of the trams during that winter.
The line reached Colyford, the midway

point, but before the first full season could
start, Claude died from a heart attack on
April 2, 1971.
Allan Gardner took over as managing

director to complete the project with the aid
of volunteers. A ‘train’ returned to the Seaton
branch in the shape of a diesel shunter bought
to assist works Car 02 in hauling equipment.
Passing loops were installed at Axmouth

and Swan’s Nest, allowing trams to operate
simultaneously. During 1973, overhead wire
and fittings were installed, and the first
tram powered from the overhead lines ran
that September.
However, with the original Seaton station

site lost, a town centre presence was urgently
needed, and land was bought to lay a new
trackbed to a fresh terminus site next to
Harbour Road car park, the work being
finished in May 1975.
Flood damage in 1978 and subsequent

remedial work delayed the final extension to
Colyton until 1980.
Attention then switched to expanding the

fleet to cope with demand.
Metropolitan Tramways Car 94, which was

obtained by Claude in 1962, was reduced in
size by cutting the body length ways in half
and narrowing it by 2ft. It entered service in
1984 as enclosed single-deck saloon Car 14,
launched into traffic by the late comedian
Larry Grayson.
Likewise, original Bournemouth Tramways

ClaudeLane looks to thewest
The nearby branch to Exmouth survived,
but those to the other resorts along this
stretch of coast were closed. However, the
southern ‘half ’ of the Seaton branch would
be revived in a unique, and indeed somewhat
magical, transformation, providing a heritage
line like no other, alongside the beautiful
unspoilt Axe estuary which is famous for its
wading birdlife.
The Seaton Tramway has its origins in

a manufacturer of milk floats and other
battery-electric vehicles.
Claude Lane, owner of the Lancaster

Electrical Company in Barnet, North
London, had a passion for trams and at his
factory in 1949 he built a 15in gauge tram
based on ex-Darwen Tramways Car 23, then
running on the Llandudno & Colwyn Bay
tramway system.
Hugely popular as an attraction at fetes,

Claude was surprised by its popularity. He ran
it for a summer season at St Leonards in 1951
and for five seasons at Rhyl from 1952.
He decided to lease a permanent site at

Eastbourne in 1953, and set up a company,
Modern Electric Tramways Ltd to operate it.
His 2ft gauge Eastbourne Electric Tramway

ran for two-thirds of a mile between Princes
Park and the Crumbles and in 1954 his factory
made a larger open-top tram, Car 6, also
based on the open-top design of Llandudno &
Colwyn Bay vehicles, to run on it.
It was followed in 1958 by the similar Car 8,

in 1961 by Car 4, which was based on a
Blackpool Tramways ‘open boat’ design,
and in 1964 by Car 2, based on a London
Metropolitan Tramways design.
The growth of Eastbourne’s road system

began to squeeze the tramway out and Claude
began looking for a freehold site.
Claude became aware of the Beeching era

closure of the Seaton branch, and eventually
BR agreed to sell the trackbed to him, on the
condition that he obtained a Transfer Order
and a Light Railway Order.
Some local residents objected to his plans,

and they told a public inquiry that trams
would create unacceptable noise, and harm the
natural beauty of the Axe Valley.

OneofClaudeLane’s first 2ft gaugeminiature tramsonhisprevious lineat Eastbourne. ST

However, showing the same degree of
foresight as the original promoters of the
Seaton & Beer Railway, Seaton Town Council
argued that the tramway would become a
major asset to the area, and after assurances
were given about safety at Colyford level
crossing, Claude won the day.
So the valley would again reverberate to the

sound of steel wheels, but those of trams, a
type of traction normally associated with cities
rather than picturesque rural branch lines.
What’s more, there would be something very

unusual about the Seaton trams. Several of
them are indeed genuine trams from the last
century, but they have been dismantled and
reduced both in scale and size, to make them
about two thirds as big as the originals.
Claude’s new line was built to a gauge of

2ft 9in. In 1969, he had built Car 8 to larger
proportions than its predecessors in readiness
for the wider track.
From September 1969, the complete

Eastbourne system was dismantled,
transported 100 miles westwards and

Built in1954asa15ingaugesingledeckopen toast rack, basedon thedesign thatoperatedat Llandudno&

ColwynBay, Car6was rebuilt as a2ft gaugeopen topper in1956 foroperationat Eastbourne,basedon theex-

Bournemouthopen topperswhich ranat Llandudno&ColwynBay, andagain in1962with lowerdeck saloons

at either end. Itwas regauged to2ft 9in in1974, rebuilt again in1989, reverting to its original crossbench

lowerdeck seatingarrangement, and is seen inactionon the50thanniversaryeventonAugust28. ST
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Anewshowpiece terminus
The tramway opened a new £3 million state-
of-the-art terminus at Seaton on June 28,
2018.
It is the culmination of a 10-year project

to provide a contemporary, all-year round
facility, cafe, gift shop and interpretation
centre, which allows visitors to learn about
its history and operations before boarding a
tram, plus exhibition space.
The new building has four platforms,

housing four trams each night, and creating a
showroom for the line’s heritage trams.
A new cafe and gift shop, Claude’s, is named

after, and dedicated to, founder Claude Lane.
It replaced the existing Edwardian-

style ticket office which was built in 1996
and which has been outgrown as visitor
numbers increased.
A major national accolade followed

its opening. At the Heritage Railway
Assocation’s annual awards dinner at the
Burlington Hotel next to Birmingham
New Street station on February 9, 2019, the
Morgan Award for Outstanding Achievement
was carried off by the Seaton Tramway for its
new terminus.
The original station building at Colyton

survives, and has been tastefully adapted into
a continental-style terminus, complete with
a souvenir shop and restaurant facilities. The
Tramstop Cafe at Colyton station offers an
extensive menu of hot meals and snacks, to
eat in or take away.
No attempt has been made to extend

Theapproach to the line’s Seaton terminusaspicturedonAugust28. STThe tramway’snewSeaton terminusopenedon June28, 2018. ST

Compare thedesignof theSouthernRailway’snow-demolishedSeatonbranch terminus,whichhadmuch

in commonwithLondonsuburbanorevenUndergroundstations,with today’s very21st-century showpiece

tramterminus. ST

the tramway further north along the rest
of the old branch to Seaton Junction. The
Seaton Junction station building is now a
private residence.
However, the tramway’s Travels Through

Heritage and the Axe Valley project will see
the opening of two new stops to passengers in
2021, the Riverside Depot and new Wetlands
Halt. A new learning and activity department
is being set up, working closely with local

schools and colleges in STEM subject areas
and in partnership with Seaton Jurassic and
Seaton Wetlands.
The interpretation-based project received

£420,000 from National Lottery Heritage
Fund towards the overall cost of £680,000.
It includes the development of the existing
partnerships in and around Seaton and with
Seaton Jurassic, Seaton Wetlands, Devon
Wildlife Trust and the Jurassic Coast Trust.

The company’s 25thanniversaryat Seaton sawanEdwardian-style terminusbuilt in the town, seenherewith

three trams in service. ST

Car 106 was reduced in scale and re-emerged
from the workshops in 1992 as Car 16.
In 1998, former Exeter Tramways Car 19,

which ran in the city from 1906 until the
system closed in 1931, was reduced in size and
restored from derelict condition to become
the third enclosed saloon.
More new trams followed in the 21st century

in the form of Cars 9, 10 and 11, all of a
hybrid design based on the old Plymouth and
Blackburn full-size versions.
The tramway now has an exceptional variety

of vehicles, from open double-deckers and
basic wooden seats to luxuriously-upholstered
wood-panelled cars, and has sufficient trams
to run a service every few minutes in the
high season.
Today, the tramway carries more than

100,000 visitors a year, numbers that
compare very favourably with the patronage
of the old steam branch. The journey takes
approximately half an hour to travel from end
to end.
Special services are often run to view the

rich variety of bird life along the estuary.
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Celebratinghalf a century
As with all heritage lines, the tramway
missed the crucial first months of the 2020
operating season – its 50th – because of the
Covid-19 lockdown.
However, the tramway held its week-

long Tramathon Live on Facebook in June,
showing viewers from as far afield as the USA
and Australia behind the scenes and ending
up going live. For a full 24 hours, a continual
journey was run nonstop between the Seaton
and Colyton stations as part of an emergency
appeal for funds.
The tramway received the Visit England

We’re Good To Go mark and the AA Covid
Safety mark for the installation of new health
and safety procedures, and duly restarted
public services at 10am on July 4.
The line was finally able to celebrate its

half centenary on August 28, with 11 trams
in action, taking passengers on the six-mile
round trip. The tramway re-created the first
passenger service from the same day in 1970,
with Car 8 leaving at 2.30pm.
More details about regular services can be

found at www.tram.co.uk
On November 27, the tramway will start

its second ‘Polar Express’ season, based
on the books by Chris Van Allsburg and
the hit Warner Brothers film. It will be
running on selected dates until December
24, taking passengers to the North Pole.
Bookings can be made at www.tram.co.uk/
ThePolarExpressSeaton or by telephoning
01297 20375.
As reported last issue, the full 50th

anniversary celebrations are now due to be
held next August. There will be concerts by
1976 Eurovision winners Brotherhood of Man
in May and Sixties act the Edwin Starr Band
in August.

Above: Claude Lane built

Car 4 in 1961, based on a

Blackpool TramwayOpen

Boat tramandpainted

in that company’s green

and cream livery. It is

seen leaving Seaton on

August 28. ST

Cars16and15atTyeLaneLooponAugust28. Car16

started life as full-sizeBournemouthCorporation

TramwaysCar106, a3ft 6ingaugeopen-topdouble-

decker. Built in1921, itwaswithdrawnwhen the

Bournemouth systemclosed in1936and itsbody

wasdiscovered inuseonaDorset farmandacquired

by theBournemouthTransportPreservationGroup.

Donated toSeatonTramway in1974, thebodywas

narrowed, rebuilt in its current formand launched

into service in1992.Car15wasbuilt in1988asopen

toast-rack singledeckerCar17 in1988,basedon the

ManxElectricRailway carof the samenumber, and

rebuilt as anenclosed32-seat singledeck saloon in

2016and renumbered. ST

The tramwayoffers superbviewsof theAxeestuaryover its threemiles.Here is thenewstopatRiverside

Depot inHarbourRoad,which isdue toopen in2021. ST

Right: Basedon the

ex-Bournemouth

open top tramswhich

latterlyoperatedon the

Llandudno&Colwyn

Baynetwork, in1968

Car8became the first to

bebuilt byClaudeLane

lookingahead to the

eventual regaugingof

the system.2ft 9inwas

chosen toallow for larger

trams tobebuilt,without

making theexisting2ft

gauge fleet redundant. ST



OFF THE SHELF

ByPeter Johnson (hardback,Pen&Sword,01226734222,232pp,£30, ISBN9781526744777).

FORthosewholovenarrowgauge,
andthe lines inWales inparticular, this
volumeshowsatevery turnthat ithas
beenneededforseveralyears.
TheWelshpool&LlanfairLight

Railway (WLLR)wasamongtheselect
fewnarrowgauge lines inheritedby
BritishRailways,andclosed in1956.
Reopenedbyvolunteers in1963, ithas
nowrunfor longer in theheritageera
(57years) thanfirst timeroundunder
theCambrianRailwaysandGWR(53
years,only28ofwhichsawpassenger
services).

Origin
Built in thewakeof the1896Light
RailwaysAct toserve local farmers,
itmaybeenseenashavingmore
similaritywithcertainColonelStephens
rural routes like theKent&EastSussex
rather thatWelshnarrowgauge lines,
manyofwhichwereconstructed
primarily tocarryminerals.
Thevolumeprovidesasuper-detailed

buthighly-readableaccountofhowthe
linecametobe,andseparatechapters
illustratedwithrareblack-and-white
photographsandafewveryattractive
hand-colouredpostcardviewsand
contemporaryplansdetail thephases
of itshistorychapterbychapter.

Interspersedbetweenthehistorical
chaptersareawealthof top-notch
modern-daycolourviewsof the line
and its richandvariedcollectionof
rollingstock. Indeed, its locomotive
andcarriagefleet isoneof thegreatest
triumphsof therevivalists,whonotonly
hadtosourcenewcoachingstock for its
comparatively-rare2ft6ingauge if they
weretocarrypassengersagain,butalso
extra locomotivesasback-upfor the
originalpair,BeyerPeacock0-6-0Ts
No.1TheEarlandNo.2Countess.
Regardingthevital carriages,help

cameat first in the formof toastracks
fromtheAdmiraltyLodgeHill&Upnor
Railway,and later fromtheZillertalbahn
inAustria,SierraLeoneandHungary,
andseveralenginesalsoarrivedfrom
overseas.Therevivalistsalsoexcelled
themselves incommissioningarakeof
replicaoriginalPickeringcoaches.
Inmanyways, thenet result isa truly

international railwaywithaunique
inlandmidWales flavour.
Thosewholovethis railwaywillnot

bedisappointed inasinglepageof
this large formatvolume,andare likely
to findsomethingnewtodiscoverat
every turn.Onesuch localanecdote
highlights thepracticeof local farmers
totransportcalves insacksas‘dead

weight’becausethecostwas
cheaper,andonesuch instance
resulted,understandably, inan
RSPCAprosecution in1909.
NotonlywastheWLLRamong

thefirstUK lines tobereopenedby
enthusiasts,butalsothe first tobe
‘shrunk’,bythe lossof its fabledtown
section,whichranfromRavenSquare
throughWelshpool’s streetsand
behindhouses toSmithfieldmarket
andthemain linestation.

Route
Picturesof the fabledtownsectionare
tobefoundaplenty in this treasure
troveofavolume. Itwasusedby
the firstheritageeratrains, fromthe
reopeningonApril6,1963,until
August17,whenthe localauthority
banned its furtheruse,havingdecided
that thispartof theroutewasneeded
for roadwidening inthetown.Aswith
theDartValleyRailway’senforced loss
of theBuckfastleightoAshburton
sectionof itsGWRbranchtomakeway
for theA38dualcarriagewayseveral
years later,heritagerailwaysdidnotat
thetimehaveanywherenearsufficient
muscleandresources toopposesuch
demands.
In2013,aheritagetrail complete

withsomeveryattractivewallmurals
of theoriginal two locomotiveswas
establishedontherouteof thetown
section, thepredominant relicofwhich
is therestoredoriginalbridgeover the
MontgomeryshireCanal.
After therailwayeventuallyextended

its serviceseastwards fromCastle
CaereinionandthenSylfaentoan
impressivenewterminusatRaven
Square, therehasbeenperiodic
conjectureaboutcreatinganewurban
extension.Sadly, such ideascanbe
nomorethanpipedreams inview
ofmoderndevelopmentsandtraffic
levels,but inclosingthetownsection,
the localcouncilmissedatrickbigtime
sixdecadesago,andcouldeasilyhave
turnedWelshpool itself intoamajor
touristhubhadthis lengthbeensaved.
Insomanyways, thisvolumesets

newstandards forotherheritage
railwayhistories.
MAGNIFICENTBIOGRAPHYOFA

UNIQUERAILWAY

PreservedPre-1948
RailwayCarriages
ByRoystonMorris (softback,Amberley

Publishing,www.amberley-books.com

966pp,£14.99, ISBN9781445697185).

FORmanyvisitors toheritagerailways,
classiccarriages
ofyesteryearare
asappealingas
the locomotive
pullingthem. In
ourNewssection,
wereportedonthe
IsleofWightSteam
Railway,oneof the
UK’sandtheworld’s
market leaders in restoringVictorian
wooden-bodiedcarriages,enteringthe
magnificentOldburycoachNo.10 into
traffic.
It justifiablyalso features in this superb

surveyofpre-Nationalisationcoaching
stock, fromboththeUK’spre-and
post-Groupingcompanies, their Irish
counterpartsandthe IsleofManRailway.
Containingnearly 200previously-

unpublishedcolourphotographs, this
book looks at theheritageera’s big
restoration stories in this field and
also thosevehicles that are stillwaiting

The Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway: the story of a
Welsh rural byway

in the rebuildqueue.
Aseparatechapter looksat theones

thatgotaway, suchas thePullmancars
whichascampingcoachesbecamea
featureofMarazionalongsidethemain
linetoPenzancebutwhicharesadlyno
longerwithus.The lessonhere is that
purchase forpreservation isonly the first
step: thehardworkthenbegins,not least
ofall fundraising.
SPLENDIDREFERENCEVOLUME

ACelebrationof
CoronationPacifics

ByJohnJennison(hardback, Irwell

Press,01525861888,128pp,£25.95,

ISBN9781911262367).

THEbigappealof this latestportrait
ofStanier’smasterpieces is the large
landscapeformat,whichallowsclass
members tobefullyappreciated inallof
theirworkingglory.
Startingwiththestreamlinedera, the

bookruns
through
thenon-
streamliners
in their
various

forms, includingNos.6256and6257,
the lastmembersof theclass,and
the finalyearofBRoperation,1964,
withaseeminglynever-endingseries
ofmonochromatic studies fromtop
linesiders.
INSPIRATIONALCELEBRATIONOFA

WONDERFULCLASS

NorthernLines:Manchester
toBacupincludingBuryand
theEastLancashireRailway
ByTomHeavysideandVicMitchell

(hardback,MiddletonPress,96pp,

£18.95, ISBN9781910356463).

THISextremelyuseful referencework
offersacompleteguidetoaroutewhich
has for themostpart survived,aspartof
thecity’sMetrolinksystemandalsoas the
initial lineof theEastLancashireRailway,
andassuch is
thereforeamust
for followersof that
heritage line.
It followsthe

usualMPformat
ofusing large-
scaleplans, track
diagramsand

timetables toaccompanyawealthof
archiveblack-and-whitephotographs,
severalofwhicharecomparedwith
scenes fromtoday.Notonly iseach
stationandhaltdepictedbutalsomajor
pointsof interestenroute.
ESSENTIALEASTLANCASHIRE

RAILWAYREADING

VintageSteam
Calendar2021

(BahamasLocomotiveSociety, Ingrow

Weststation,www.bahamas45596.

co.uk£5.50plus£1.75p&p).

COMPRISINGclassicblackandwhite
images from
the lateEric
Oldham,Brian
Stephensonand
MartinWelch, the
calendarcovers13
months, starting in
December2020.
Measuring8¼in
by11½ins, it is
ring-backedwithamonthtoviewand
spacefornotes.
CLASSICSTEAMFORMORETHAN

THEWHOLEYEAR

,
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TRACK TALK STAR LETTER

WR4-6-0No. 7903ForemarkeHallpassesbeneathStanwayaqueducton the

GloucestershireWarwickshireRailwayonAugust9. IAN CROWDER

Should trains be driven
trailer first?
AS THE son of a railway civil

engineer, I have always had

an interest in railways, and in

particular the way the railways

have developed in the light of

learning from accidents.

I remember my dad telling me

(in toy train days, 1950s and 60s)

that you would never propel a

lengthy loaded passenger train

except in a case of emergency

or auto-train workings with a

maximum of two coaches.

You can therefore imagine

my surprise when the railways

began to regularly propel lengthy

passenger trains with just a

driving trailer on the head end.

I always felt that a point that

never came out after the Great

Heck accident on February 28,

2001 was that the outcome

would have probably been very

different if the Land Rover had

been hit by a 90-ton locomotive

rather than a 40-ton driving

trailer.

As far as I am aware this

aspect was never explored and

in this respect I feel the railways

were somewhat to blame in a

contributory manner.

I would be interested to hear

if anyone any comments on my

thoughts.

Dan Thurstan, email

Fondmemories of ‘Night
Ferry’ in the Fifties
IN NEWS, issue 269 I really

enjoyed the photograph of

Bulleid light Pacific No. 34051

Winston Churchill in its role

hauling the ‘Night Ferry’. With

steam in my blood as a child,

I had already discovered the

‘Golden Arrow’ on family visits to

Tonbridge in the Fifties. I was very

impressed.

In the mid Fifties, I was living

close to the Beckenham and

Penge borders. My infant school

was called the Alexandra Primary

School and was next to the

railway line coming from Victoria.

The station nearest my school on

this line was called Kent House.

There was a bridge crossing the

road outside my school and there

I saw the ‘Night Ferry’ passing

over. Although the engine and

stock were not as glamorous as

the ‘Golden Arrow’ it was very

exciting to see the ‘Night Ferry’

crossing the bridge.

I would love to seeWinston

Churchill as the ‘Night Ferry’

at the Locomotion museum

in person to bring back such

memories from my infant school

days.

Robert Higgins, email

Infrastructure funding
must always take priority
I HAVE spentnearly 40years in the
cold, hardworldof commercial
business and inPlatform issue269
MichaelHill raises someveryvalid
points.His citingof theGloucestershire
WarwickshireRailway (G/WR) in
particular is veryappropriate.
TheG/WRuses formuchof its length

modern track, i.e. lowmaintenance,
andspendsavery largeproportionof
its annual incomeon its infrastructure
maintenance.
Fundamentally, the railwayappears

tobemakingwhat canbe regardedas
normalbusiness-baseddecisionsand
cutting its clothaccordingly.
Critically, the railwayaccepts that

infrastructuremaintenance/renewal
is anever-endingcost that cannotbe
ignored. Rail, fixings, sleepers, ballast,
drains etc allwearout and financial
provision for suchmust thereforebe
madeeveryyear tocreate the funds
toallow renewalswheneventually
required.
I venture to suggest that this

approach isnot thenormandmany
lines formanyyearshavemade littleor
no financial provision for infrastructure
maintenanceand renewals.
This simplyputsoff theday those

costsbecomeunavoidable.
Theunfortunateproblemsat the

West Somerset appear tobebutone
exampleof this.
If youcannotmaintainyour

infrastructure ina safe state youhave
toclose.
In this regard,while the sector faces

manychallenges,might I venture
to suggest thebiggestbut least

discussedchallenge is thegrowing
requirementsof theOfficeofRail
&Road in relation to infrastructure
who, rightly, increasingly require
evidenceofproper trackmaintenance
procedures and that the infrastructure
is in anappropriate condition.

Expenditure
Thedays thereforeofheritage
railways ignoring infrastructureand its
incumbent costs aredisappearing,but
renewal costs canbeeyewateringand
candwarf locomotiveoverhaul costs.
Bullhead rail as anexample is

increasingdifficult toobtain, soa
wholesale relay looms,not a re rail –
assuming thechairs arenotwornout
–andmost lines simplydonothave
the resources, so long term financial
planning is required.

Perhaps theHeritageRailway
Association should requiremembers
todemonstrate theyaremaking
adequateprovision?
Finally, twosobering thoughts:

heritage railwaysapparentlygenerate
£400million invalueeachyear and
raisedcollectivelyover £3million since
lockdown.However, greetingcard
sales in theUKareworth£1.7billion
eachyear andChesterZoo raised£3
million in threedays.
Thepainful facts are theheritage rail

sectorneeds togenerate substantially
more cash to fundproperly financed
ongoingoperationsand railways
need tobe runasproper commercial
organisationswithproper financial
provisions for long renewals etc.

IainHarris,

Swindon,Wiltshire

I HAVE just finishedreadinganabsorbing
tractAStudyofLocomotiveBoilersby
theeminentLawfordHowardFry,and
whichwaspublished in1924.
Of interest to thepurist, it ispossibly

of lessappeal to theaverageenthusiast
thanthe intelligent fireman,being
astudyof the fineraspectsof steam
production. Itdoesnotdwellonthe
skillsandartof firingbutdiscusses, for
example, the lawofdiminishingreturns
dictatedby incremental increases in
maximumboilerpressureandother
relevant topics.
So, followingadiscourseonthe

relationshipbetweengratearea,heating
surfaces’dimensionsandsoforth,he
attempts thecorrelationbetween
superheatingandgeneralefficiency.
While there isa lackofcomplete

understanding,MrFryaccepts that it
isnotcompletelydefined.Heallows

thatevenwithpartiallyblockedflues
andadirtysmokebox,a reasonable
performance is stillpossible,albeitat the
expenseofextraeffort fromthefireman–
notwhatesotericmathematical formulae
mightsuggest.

Factors
I feel therefore that theanswer lies in
moreobscuredata suchasambient
air temperatureandhumidity, poor
quality air andunexpectedvariations in
valveevents. Suchminutiae individually
areperhaps insignificant, but their
groupeffectmaybegreater than their
individual effectswould imply.
Iwonder if a fairanalogymay lie in

themakingofagoodcupof tea.Some
folkassumethat it involveshotwater
andateabag: theresult isakin towarm
mud.Moresensitivecreaturesareaware
thatboilingpurewater,hotutensils,

warmfreshmilk (ifused)andtimefor
percolationaremandatory–someeven
maintain thatorderofassembly iscrucial!
Notethecomparison: tinyvariations
makingadramaticdifference.So, some
firemencan’tmakesteameasily.
It is surely less frustratingto learn from

directobservationthantotry topredict
fromtheory. I suggest thatMrFryhas
been ledupthegardenpathbythe
science fairies.Whilemathscanunravel
manymechanical labyrinths, thereare,
in thiscase, toomanyunknowns, several
of themvariables. This isobservable
in the fact thatconsistentacceptable
performancecanbehaddespite the
seeminglyadverseconditions.

MartinMcGinty,

Frome,Somerset.

➜SeealsoTheCraftoftheFiremanby

TrevorMatthews,overleaf.

Firing depends on experience more than science
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We should have listened to railwaymen
not politicians when reshaping network
INPLATFORM, issue270,MervynLeah
makesavery importantpointworthyof
additional comment.
There isacommonly repeated

misconceptionthat thecausesof
BritishRailways’financialwoeswerenot
understooduntil thepublicationofDr
RichardBeeching’s‘dodgydossier’(aka
TheReshapingofBritishRailways,1963).
This ispatently incorrect.
As farbackas1961, theBritish

TransportCommissionanalysedthe
1959accountsofBritishRailwaysover
eightbusinesssectorsbygross receipts,
directcostsand jointcostsarriving
ataprofitor lossbysector.Thiswas
repeated in1961andarrivedatabroadly
similarpicture. Soprior toBeeching’s
appointment, the issueshadalready
been identified.A resolutionwas to
follow.
In1966,GFFiennes (generalmanager,

EasternRegion) showedhowtheEast
Suffolk line’s reportedcostsof£250,000
couldbereducedto£84,000byvirtueof
becominga45milebasic railway.
If thepoliticianshadtakenheedof

aprofessional railwayman,wemight
haveavoidedthecarnagethat followed.
Furthermore, inorder toplacate their

politicalpurseholdersandtoswell
thecoffers,BRneededtoselloff land
andproperty insteadofpreserving
therightofwayofclosedrailway lines
ashappened insensiblemainland
Europeancountries.

Methodology
Asto the report itself.At the riskof
beingbrandedaheretic, Iwouldsay
thatamongst thedross therewere
actuallya fewnuggetsofgold (liner
trains, etc).That said, themethodology
wassufficiently skewedas toproduce
theresult required,enoughtomakeDr
Goebbelsblush (e.g.one‘dayofcount’
(April), ignorecontributory revenueetc).
Furthermore, Ihave longharboured

suspicionsover theaccuracyof the
actualnumbersquoted in thereport. It is
perhapsnocoincidencethat theworking
papers thatunderpin‘Reshaping’arenot
tobefound inanypublic records.
However,Beeching’sbiggestand

inexcusable failingwas that likea rabbit
caught inacar’sheadlights,hewas
transfixedbythe illusive (andmore
importantly, illusory)‘profitablecore’.
ToreturntoMrLeah’s theme,politicians

loveasimpleanswer toacomplex

problem. If servicecostsareexcessive,
thencut theserviceandtherebyreduce
thecost.History records the fallacyof this
argument in therailwaycontext.
Ihavealwaysbeenamazedhowthe

railunionsallowedWilson’svolte-face
andthedestructionof infrastructureand
lossof railway jobs,particularlyunder
Labouradministrations.Neverwas the
truismmoreappropriate that“weget the
politicianswedeserve.”
While I amhappytoowntheabove

interpretation, it isbasedonastudyof
the followingworksof referencewhich I
wouldrecommendfor further reading:
BritishRailways1948-73aBusiness

HistorybyTRGorvish,Cambridge
UniversityPress.1986; ITriedToRunA
RailwaybyGFFiennes, IanAllen,1967;
TheBeechingLegacy -Volume1The
WestCountry2ndeditionbyPHorton,
SilverLink.2019,andBeechingThe
DefinitiveGuidebyRobinJones,Gresley
Books.2020.

PhilipRichardson,email

➜Thelast twotitlesareavailablefrom

MortonsBooksatwww.mortonsbooks.

co.uktelephone 01507529529oremail

info@mortonsbooks.co.uk

Labour’s U-turn on Beeching closure
THEgreatBritishpublichaveconfounded
myexpectationsbyshowinga
willingness to returnmaskedtoour
heritagerailways. Ihadn’t seentheSteam
Dreamssurvey inMainLineNews, issue
270,but theresultof thatchimedwith
mythoughts.Thankgoodnessweappear
tobe inaminority!
Yourstar letter, also in issue270,

raisedasmile,with thethoughtthat
HaroldWilsonmightsharesomeof the
Beechingblame. Idon’tknowhowmany
peoplemayhavevotedforhisLabour
partyonapromisetoreverseorhalt rail
closures,but Idoremembermyparents
weren’t in the leastbit surprisedwhen
theydidn’t.Whenhe(orBarbaraCastle)
subsequentlysavedatokenfew, itwas
suggestedthatshehadstabbedamap
withherbiro todeterminewhichones!
A fewyears later, after joiningthe

fledglingNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway, I
foundtherehadbeenaverygoodreason
forsavingtheEskValley (Middlesbrough-
Whitby) lineat least.Thenumerous
villages typicallyhavesteepmainstreets,
makingthemawkward,and inwinter
often impassable, for roadtransport.The
threeor four trainsperday (including
morningandafternoonschool trains for
Whitby)andthe‘pick-upgoods’were
simplyessential.
Similarly,ChrisMagner’saccount

of therunningdownbefore
closureofBirminghamSnowHill
toWolverhamptonLowLevelwas
interesting.Here inEastYorkshire it

was theopposite!TheBeverley-York
linewaschosenfor the firstautomatic
levelcrossingbarrier installations,and
equipmentalreadytransportedtoother
stationyards,whenthedevastatingnews
wasreceived.
Despitebeingonthe initial list, itwas

said thatYorkmanagementcouldn’t
believethatawell-used linecouldbe
allowedtoclose.

Eventhenthereplacementbus
servicewasn’t readytostep inonthe
dateofclosure,andtherewasareprieve
ofsixweeks.Beingapopmusic fan, it
seemedsomehowappropriate that
thesongreachingnumber1onthe
eventual finalweekendwasTheCarnival
isOverbytheSeekers.

PhillipCrossland,

Nafferton,EastYorkshire

Despiteescaping theBeechingAxe, theMidlandRailway line fromMatlock to

Buxtonwas closed in June1968by theLabourMinister for Transport, Barbara

Castle. In its 1964election campaign,HaroldWilson’s LabourPartyhadpromised

thatonceelected, itwould sackBeecingand reverseall of its cuts.A long-term

goalofPeakRail, therehavebeennumerous calls over theyears for the line tobe

rebuilt, but todaymuchof it formspartof theMonsal Trail long-distance footpath

andcycleway.Pictured is the five-archmasonryMonsalDaleviaductwhich is a

keypart of the trail.ROBIN JONES
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BOOK PREVIEW

THE CRAFT OF

In the latest release from Silver Link Books, former Severn Valley Railway Holdings plc
board member Trevor Matthews highlights the importance of the efficient burning of
coal in steam locomotives, at a time when vital supplies are under increasing threat, as
highlighted in News, page 10.

M
y last firing turn on the Severn Valley
Railway was in June 1979. The reason
for such a long delay in what turned

into a book on the subject, is largely due to the
fact that I had never ever contemplated writing
anything about firing.
However, after by 18 months of gentle

persuasion by Mary McCullough, in a moment
of weakness in December 2009, I agreed to
write some articles for Steam in Trust, the
internal magazine of Tyseley’s Vintage Trains
Society (VTS) of which she was the editor.
It became obvious that it would be a

considerable task because the readership was
going to be people who liked travelling behind
steam – but knew nothing about footplate work
or the controls available to the fireman to be
able to perform the task efficiently. So it has
been necessary to start from the outset with
the chemistry of combustion, but at least this
gave all readers the knowledge to be able to
understand the later sections.
The role of the fireman has always been

grossly undervalued because the complexity
of top-class firing is not generally recognised.
Therefore, the articles were entitled The Craft
of the Fireman and the first one appeared
in 2010.

It very soon became apparent that it was
going to take far too many editions to cover the
subject, so additional pages were added to the
biannual newsletters of the VTS. However, it all
came to an end when Vintage Trains itself took
over the editorship and after consideration
decided to terminate it, although it had been
well received.

Advice
By now the writing was so far in advance of
that published that I decided to complete it
anyway, which was done in 2012.
Fairly early in 2013 I decided that it should

not be wasted, so sought an opinion from the
acknowledged national expert on footplate
work, the late, great Richard (Dick) Hardy.
Richard responded quite quickly, saying that

he found it very interesting, but wished to go
through it in more detail and make notes.
He wrote me a letter stating that is was so

good that it should be published and offered to
write to any prospective editor in support. That
he was in no doubt that it would be published
was his conclusion of “the very best and here
we go”.
Unfortunately, due to lack of concentrated

effort by the author and some mitigating

circumstances, publication has been delayed
until now.
There are so many variations in firing for

example types of locomotive, grates, coal and
their various qualities, loads, gradient profiles,
weather conditions etc, so it is impossible to
teach anyone how to fire a locomotive. It is up
to the fireman to assess the situation en route
and then decide on the best course of action.
The book intends to give good grounding

to any prospective fireman and hopefully,
motivate experienced firemen to attempt to
improve their firing efficiency. However, it
must be said that it only scratches the surface
of the subject, because there is so much that
can be written on it.
Any prospective fireman before their

first practise should thoroughly acquaint
themselves with the chemistry of combustion
and so be able to improve his performance in
order to be passed out, following which, their
only concern initially will be to avoid ‘go down
the nick’. This termmeans failing to provide
sufficient steam for the locomotive to be able
to produce the amount of work required at that
stage of the journey and having to stop for a
‘blow up’ in order to regain steam pressure.
It normally takes a rookie fireman several

turns before getting enough confidence to think
about how to improve firing performance.
However, I was lucky in that respect because

I had already become proficient at firing
locomotives with 180 tons on the drawbar on
gradients starting over two miles out at 1-in-
111 and the final mile at an average of 1-in-51
at a decent speed. So the 1-in-100 gradients on
the Severn Valley with up to 250 tons should
not create any problem, and I was able to
concentrate on improving my firing technique
right from the start.
The rookie fireman, of course, has to take the

responsibilities of boiler safety more seriously
than their wish to not ‘go down the nick’. The
natural tendency when losing steam pressure
is to avoid use of the injector in order to arrest
or hopefully reverse the situation, but it is
essential to maintain a sufficient level over the
crown sheet of the firebox in order to eliminate
the type of fatal injuries referred to in the
book, although that could mean stopping for a
‘blow up’.
The Severn Valley is an ideal railway on

which to be able to practice improvement of
firing technique, being over 16 miles long
with the aforementioned 1-in-100 gradients

THE FIREMAN

In theauthor’s opinion, firinga steam locomotive is a craft, tobe learned throughpractiseandexperience–

andhoned toproduce theelusivegoal ofperfectboilermanagement.GARETH EVANS
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and an intermittent demand for steam.
More variation was provided by operating

very different classes of locomotive. Even
during the author’s firing career, the
locomotives ranged from small 0-6-0s to
4-6-0s and a 2-8-0. Overall, he drove and fired
on 22 different classes of locomotive.
Any good fireman on the Severn Valley

should be capable of firing on the main line,
provided they had the stamina to do so.
However, this must be demonstrated on a
number of ‘passing-out’ turns of main line
charters and quite a few have achieved this.

Efficiency
Steam locomotives are quite choosey about the
type of coal consumed for best efficiency.
Where near-maximum steaming rates are

required, a high calorific value is essential,
while low ash, moisture and sulphur contents
are desirable. Ash content can be extremely
important where long distances with heavy
loads are encountered because large quantities
of ash can restrict the volume of air through
the grate and reduce steaming capacity.
Moisture, of course, has to be evaporated,

increasing fuel consumption, while pyrites
in the coal, which contains the sulphur even
in relatively small concentrates, can develop
enough to help metallic clinker, leading to
steaming problems and it needs to be tanked by
the fireman at any interruption in the journey
where possible.
Sulphur and chlorine levels should be as

low as possible because in a decent-size boiler
the number of interfaces runs were into four
figures with, inevitably a number of weeps
when cold, resulting in acid attack.
Even coals ideal for locomotive work can

be very different – compareWelsh dry steam
coal with the high volatile coals from the
Midlands and Yorkshire. TheWelsh coal is of
much lower volatile matter content but higher

colourful volume, so burns more slowly and
in consequence requires a deeper firebed than
a high volatile coal for the same steam raising
capacity. That is why the GWR locomotives
were designed to have a wider space between
the fire bars and a higher smokebox vacuum in
order to provide more primary air. Examples of
firebeds are explained in the text.
The question for the fireman of how to assess

their firing performance, is also answered by
the author whose use of these parameters in
order to be able to do this is also explained
by the anecdotes of incidents on the footplate
when in action.
Anyone trying to improve their ability in

any form of what can loosely be describe as a
craft, learns more from the occasions when
things do not go according to plan and having
the mental approach needed to rectify such
situations and leave the lessons to be practised
when such situations reoccur. Consequently,
most of the anecdotes refer to situations which
can be properly assessed only by footplate
observations, while it is possible for anyone
travelling on the train to make some sort of
rough assessment.
At the time of writing, locomotive coal

is costing about £180 per tonne so an
improvement in efficiency of 25%, which
should be feasible if all firemen give 100%
concentration on improvement, would have
a massive effect on the balance sheets of the
longer heritage railways, not only because
of the sheet tonnage of coal consumed,
but the fare revenue per passenger-mile is
inevitably much less than on the shorter
lines. In the book, I hope I have done a
great deal in motivating firemen to practice
maximum efficiency.
Operators of steam locomotives, either on

heritage railways or the main line, who gain
some financial benefit, must acknowledge
the indispensible part played by Mary

McCullough, the editor of the VTS’s Steam
in Trustmagazine, who was so positive in
inducing the author to write anything at all –
and Richard Hardy, who was also instrumental
in giving his valuable time to reading a draft
from an amateur railwayman, which resulted
in him deciding that it should be published and
giving every help and encouragement to do so.
Without both of them, there would certainly
have been no book.
The foreword to the book has been supplied

by David CWilliams, chairman of the Severn
Valley Railway Company.
➜ Trevor Matthews joined the coal mining
industry in 1951 and used the knowledge he
subsequently gained to source good-quality
coal for the Severn Valley.
■ Formerly known as the Friends of
Birmingham Railway Museum, the Vintage
Trains Society is a voluntary organisation that
provides support to the operating subsidiaries of
the Vintage Trains Trust at Tyseley Locomotive
Works. Funds raised are donated to restoration
and site projects. For more details email
vtsociety@vintagetrains.co.uk

The Craft of
the Fireman,
by Trevor Matthews.
Silver Link book
published by Mortons
Books, Mortons Media
Group Ltd, Media Centre,
Morton Way, Horncastle,
Lincolnshire, LN9 6JR,
www.mortonsbooks.
co.uk
96 page illustrated
softback, £10.

GETYOURCOPYY!

“Any prospective fireman before their first practise should thoroughly acquaint
themselves with the chemistry of combustion and so be able to improve his
performance in order to be passed out, following which, their only concern initially will
be to avoid ‘go down the nick’. This termmeans failing to provide sufficient steam for
the locomotive to be able to produce the amount of work required at that stage of the
journey and having to stop for a ‘blow up’ in order to regain steam pressure.”

Above:AGWRpannier tank firebed.

TREVORMATTHEWS

Left: AStanier tender front, showing the shovelling

plateabove the footplate level, plus thedoor flaps.

TREVORMATTHEWS

Right: Linkedcocks, as fitted toBRStandard

locomotives. TREVORMATTHEWS
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GARETH EVANS’ FULL LISTING OF OPERATIONAL LINES AND MUSEUMVENUES

SOUTH EAST
AmberleyMuseum&Heritage
Centre
2ft gauge, ¼mile.
Arundel, West Sussex.
Tel: 01798 831370.
Open:Wed-Sun until Nov 1.

Bluebell Railway
Standard gauge, 11miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Sheffield Park,
East Sussex TN22 2QL.
Tel: 01825 720800.
Running:W/Es + sch hols.

East Kent Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles,
Shepherdswell, Dover.
Tel: 01304 832042.
Running: Suns TBA.

Eastleigh Lakeside Railway
10¼in & 7¼in gauge, 1¼miles,
footplate experience.
Running:W/Es + sch hols.

Hayling Seaside Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Hayling Island, Hants.
Running:W/Es.

Isle ofWight SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Havenstreet, Isle of Wight.
Tel: 01983 882204.
Running:W/Es, Tues-Thurs until Oct 31.

Kent& East Sussex Railway
Standard gauge, 10½miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Tenterden, Kent. Tel: 01580 765155.
Running:W/Es + Oct 27-29.

Mid-Hants Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.

Alresford, Hants SO24 9JG.
Tel: 01962 733810.
Running: W/Es until Nov 1.

Romney, Hythe&
Dymchurch Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 13½miles, footplate
experience. New Romney, Kent.
Tel: 01797 362353.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + sch hols.

Royal Victoria Railway
10¼in gauge, onemile.
Netley, Southampton.
Tel: 02380 456246.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Sittingbourne&Kemsley
Railway
2ft 6in gauge, 1¾miles.
Sittingbourne, Kent.
Tel: 01795 424899.
Running: TBA.

SpaValley Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience.
TunbridgeWells, Kent.
Tel: 01892 537715.
Running:W/Es until Oct 25.

Volks Electric Railway
2ft ½in gauge, onemile.
Brighton.
Running: Weds-Suns.

SOUTHWEST
AvonValley Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Bitton, Bristol.
Tel: 0117 932 7296.
Running: Oct 4, 11, 24, 25, 28, 31 + Nov 1.

Dartmouth SteamRailway
Standard gauge, sevenmiles,

wine and dine. Paignton, Devon.
Tel: 01803 555872.
Running: Daily.

DevonRailway Centre
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Bickleigh, Devon.
Tel: 01884 855671.
Running: TBA.

East Somerset Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Cranmore, Somerset.
Tel: 01749 880417.
Running: W/Es, Weds until Nov 1.

Lynton&Barnstaple Railway
2ft gauge, onemile. Woody Bay,
North Devon. Tel: 01598 763487.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs until Nov 1 +

Oct 23, 30.

Moors Valley Railway
7¼in gauge, onemile.
Ringwood, Hants.
Tel: 01425 471415.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Seaton Tramway
3ft gauge, threemiles.
Harbour Road, Seaton, Devon.
Tel: 01297 20375.
Running: Daily until Nov 1.

Somerset &Dorset Railway
Standard gauge, ½mile,
Midsomer Norton station,
Silver Street BA3 2EY.
Tel: 01761 411221
Open: Thurs-Mon.
Running: Suns until Nov 1 +Oct 30, 31.

SwanageRailway
Standard gauge, six miles, footplate
experience, wine and dine.
Swanage, Dorset.
Tel: 01929 425800.
Running: W/Es, Tues-Thurs + Oct 30.

EAST ANGLIA
BressinghamSteamMuseum
Narrow gauge, onemile.
Diss, Norfolk.
Tel: 01379 686900.
Running: TBA.

BureValley Railway
1ft 3in gauge, ninemiles,
Aylsham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01263 733858.
Running:W/Es, Tues-Thurs + Oct 30.

ColneValley Railway
Standard gauge, onemile,
Castle Hedingham, Essex.
Tel: 01787 461174.
Running: Suns until Nov 1.

East Anglian Railway
Museum
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Wakes Colne, Essex.
Tel: 01206 242524.
Open: Fris-Suns.

Running:W/Es TBA.

FerryMeadows Railway
10¼in gauge, ½mile.
Wansford, Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444.
Running:W/Es TBA.

Mangapps Railway
Standard gauge, onemile.
near Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex.
Tel: 01621 784898.
Open:Wed, Sats in Oct.

NeneValley Railway
Standard gauge, 7½miles,
footplate experience. Wansford,
Peterborough, Cambs.
Tel: 01780 784444.
Running:W/Es + Oct 7, 14.

NorthNorfolk Railway
Standard gauge, 5½miles,
footplate experience.
Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8RA.
Tel: 01263 820800.
Running: Daily until Oct 31.

Wells Harbour Railway
10¼in gauge, ½mile.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630.
Running: Daily.

Wells &WalsinghamRailway
10¼in gauge, four miles.
Wells-next-the-Sea, Norfolk.
Tel: 01328 711630.
Running: Daily.

Whitwell & ReephamRailway
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Reepham, Norfolk.
Tel: 01603 871694.
Open: Daily.

Running: Steam first Sun ofmonth.

HOME COUNTIES
Buckinghamshire
Railway Centre
Standard gauge, ¼mile,
footplate experience.
Quainton Road, Bucks.
Tel: 01296 655720
Running: Oct 4, 18.

Chinnor&Princes
RisboroughRailway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.

UP & RUNNING

LMSJubilee class 4-6-0No. 45596Bahamas crossesMytholmesViaducton theKeighley&WorthValleyRailwayduringa

30742photo charteronSeptember8. TheBahamasLocomotiveSociety’s flaghip isdue to star in theMid-HantsRailway’s

autumnsteamgalaonOctober16-18.KEVINWHITEHURST
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Chinnor, Oxon.
Tel: 01844 353535
Running: Oct 3, 4, 11, 18, 29 + Nov 1.

Didcot Railway Centre
Standard gauge,
footplate experience.
Didcot, Oxon.
Tel: 01235 817200.
Open: Daily.
Running:W/Es until Nov 1 +Oct 28.

EppingOngar Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Ongar, Essex.
Tel: 01277 365200.
Running:W/Es until Oct 25.

LeightonBuzzard
Railway
2ft gauge, 2¾miles,
Leighton Buzzard, Beds.
Tel: 01525 373888.
Running: Suns + Oct 10, 27, 28, 31.

MIDLANDS
Amerton Railway
2ft gauge, onemile.
Stowe-by-Chartley, Staffs.
Tel: 01785 850965.
Running: TBA.

Apedale Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Apedale, Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffs.
Tel: 0845 094 1953.
Running: Sats + Oct 4, 11.

Battlefield Line Railway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Shackerstone, Leics.
Tel: 01827 880754.
Running:W/Es TBA.

Chasewater Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Walsall, West Midlands.
Tel: 01543 452623.
Running: TBA.

Churnet Valley Railway
Standard gauge, 5¼miles,
wine and dine.
Cheddleton, Staffs.
Tel: 01538 750755.

Running: W/Es until Nov 8.

Crich Tramway Village
Standard gauge, 1 mile
Crich, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01773 854 321
RunningW/Es, Tues-Thurs until Nov 1.

Dean Forest Railway
Standard gauge, 4¼miles,
footplate experience.
Norchard, Lydney, Glos.
Tel: 01594 845840.
Running: W/Es, Weds until Nov 8.

EcclesbourneValley Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
Tel: 01629 823076.
Running: Sats until Oct 24.

EveshamVale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, 1¼miles.
A46 north of Evesham,Worcs.
Tel: 01386 422282.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.

GloucestershireWarwickshire
Railway
Standard gauge, 14miles.
Toddington, Glos.
Tel: 01242 621405.
Running: Sats, Tues, Weds +Oct 25,

Nov 1.

Great Central Railway
Standard gauge, eight miles.
Loughborough, Leics LE11 1RW.
Tel: 01509 632323.
Running: W/Es TBA.

Northampton&
Lamport Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
Pitsford,
Northants.
Tel: 01604 820327.
Running: Suns until Oct 25.

Perrygrove Railway
1ft 3in gauge. B4228, Coleford,
Gloucestershire.
Tel: 01594 834991.
Running: W/Es, Tues, Thurs.

Rudyard Lake Railway
10¼in gauge, 1½miles. Leek, Staffs.
Tel: 01995 672280.
Running: W/Es + sch hols.

Rushden TransportMuseum
Standard gauge, ¼mile.
Open: TBA.

SevernValley Railway
Standard gauge, 16miles,
footplate experience.
Kidderminster, Worcs DY10 1QR.
Tel: 01562 757900.
Running: W/Es + Oct 9, 23, 26-30, Nov 1.

Statfold Barn Railway
2ft gauge, 1 miles, footplate experience.
Tamworth, Staffs B79 0BU.
Tel: 01827 830389.
Running: Oct 26, Nov 21.

NORTHWEST
East Lancashire Railway
Standard gauge, 12miles, footplate
experience. Bury, Lancs.
Tel: 01617 647790.
Running: W/Es until Nov 1.

Isle ofMan SteamRailway
3ft gauge, 15½miles.
Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 662525.
Running: Oct 3, 4.

Lakeside&Haverthwaite
Railway
Standard gauge, 3½miles.
near Ulverston, Cumbria.
Tel: 01539 531594.
Running: Oct 3, 4.

Manx Electric Railway
3ft gauge, 17miles.

Douglas, Isle of Man.
Tel: 01624 697473.
Running: Oct 3,4.

Ravenglass &
Eskdale Railway
1ft 3in gauge, sevenmiles.
Ravenglass, Cumbria.
Tel: 01229 717171.
Running: Daily until Nov 1.

West Lancashire Light Railway
2ft gauge.
Hesketh Bank, Lancs.
Tel: 01772 815881.
Running: Suns.

NORTH EAST
Appleby Frodingham
Railway Preservation Society
Standard gauge, 15miles.
British Steel Steelworks, Scunthorpe.
Tel: 01652 657053.
Running: Oct 10, 24, 31.

Cleethorpes Coast
Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, twomiles.
Cleethorpes,
North East Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01472 604657.
Running:W/Es until Nov 22 +Oct 26-30.

Embsay&BoltonAbbey
SteamRailway
Standard gauge, five miles.
Embsay, North Yorks.
Tel: 01756 710614.
Running:W/Es + Tues until Nov 1.

Keighley&WorthValley
Railway
Standard gauge, five miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Keighley, West Yorks
BD22 8NJ.
Tel: 01535 645214.
Running:W/Es + Oct 26-30.

Kirklees Light Railway
1ft 3in gauge, four miles.
Huddersfield, West Yorks.
Tel: 01484 865727.
Running:W/Es + sch hols.

LincolnshireWolds Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.
Ludborough, Lincolnshire.
Tel: 01507 363881.
Running: Oct 11, 25.

Middleton Railway
Standard gauge, 1½miles.

Over fourdaysof the

Augustbankholiday

weekend, ex ICI

0-6-0ST Isabel (No.

3437of1919)worked

shuttle services

betweenBlakeHall

stationandEpping

Forest on theEpping

OngarRailway. The

HawthornLeslie-

built locomotive is

seenapproaching

Marconibridgeon

the return leg from

BlakeHall onAugust

31.ADMUoperated

thenormal service

trains.ANDREW

SMITH

Beamish
County Durham.
The Living Museum of the North.
Open: Daily TBA.

Conway Valley Railway
Museum
Betws-y-Coed, Conwy.
Open: Daily TBA.
Tel: 01690 710568.

Head of Steam
North Road Station, Darlington.
Open: Tues-Sun. Tel: 01325 460532.

Kidderminster Railway
Museum
Kidderminster, Worcs.
Open: TBA.
Tel: 01562 825316.

London Transport Museum
Covent Garden Piazza, London.
Open: Daily.
Tel: 0343 222 5000.

Locomotion: The National
RailwayMuseum, Shildon
Co Durham.
Open: Weds-Mons.
Tel: 01388 777999.

ManchesterMuseum of
Science & Industry
Castlefield, Manchester.
Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 0161 832 2244.

National RailwayMuseum
Leeman Road, York. Open: Weds-Suns.
Tel: 01904 621261.

Rail Story
Ingrow, West Yorks. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01535 680425.

RailworldWildlife Haven
Peterborough. Open: W/Es, Weds + Oct
26, 27, 29, 30.
Tel: 01733 344420.

STEAM –Museum of the GWR
Swindon, Wilts. Open: Daily.
Tel: 01793 466646.

Ulster Folk & Transport
Museum
Cultra, Co Down. Open: TBA.

RailwayMuseums

■ The details in this list were correct at
the timeof going to press.We strongly
advise that you confirmdetails with the
venue concerned. Pre-booking is often
essential. TBA=ToBeAnnounced
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UP & RUNNING

Hunslet, Leeds.
Tel: 0113 271 0320.
Running: Suns until Nov 1 +Oct 28.

North Tyneside Railway
Standard gauge, twomiles.
North Shields.
Tel: 0191 200 7106.
Running: Suns TBA

North YorkshireMoors
Railway
Standard gauge, 18miles, wine and dine.
Grosmont, North Yorks. Tel: 01751 472508.
Running: Daily until Nov 1.

Tanfield Railway
Standard gauge, threemiles.
near Gateshead, Tyne andWear.
Tel: 01913 887545.
Running: TBA.

WALES
Bala Lake Railway
2ft gauge, 4½miles. Llanuwchllyn,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01678 540666.
Running:W/Es, Thurs + Oct 26-28, 30.

Fairbourne Railway
12¼in gauge, twomiles. Fairbourne,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01341 250362.
Running:W/Es, Tues-Thurs.

Ffestiniog Railway
2ft gauge, 13½miles, Porthmadog,
Gwynedd. Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Daily until Oct 16.

Gwili Railway
Standard gauge, four miles,
Wine and dine.

Bronwydd Arms, Carmarthenshire.
Tel: 01267 238213.
Running: Oct 28-31.

Llangollen Railway
Standard gauge, 10 miles,
footplate experience, wine and dine.
Llangollen, Denbighshire.
Tel: 01978 860979.
Running: Tues-Suns until Nov 1 + Nov

7, 8.

RhylMiniature Railway
1ft 3in gauge.
Rhyl, North Wales.
Running: W/Es until Oct 25.

SnowdonMountain Railway
800mmgauge, 4½miles.
Llanberis, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01286 870223.
Running: Daily until Nov 1.

Talyllyn Railway
2ft 3in gauge, 7½miles,
footplate experience.
Tywyn, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01654 710472.
Running: Daily until Nov 29.

Teifi Valley Railway
2ft gauge, ½mile.
Henllan, Ceredigion SA44 5TD.
Tel: 01559 371077.
Running: TBA.

WelshHighlandHeritage
Railway
2ft gauge, onemile,
Porthmadog, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 513402.
Open:Weds-Sats.

WelshHighlandRailway
2ft gauge, 26miles, Caernarfon, Gwynedd.
Tel: 01766 516000.
Running: Tues-Thurs, Sats + Oct 11, 18,

19, 25, 26.

Welshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway
2ft 6in gauge, eight miles,
footplate experience.
Llanfair Caereinion, Powys.
Tel: 01938 810441.
Running: TBA.

SCOTLAND
AlmondValley Railway
2ft 6in gauge, ¼mile. Livingston,West
Lothian. Tel: 01506 414957.
Running: W/Es.

Strathspey Railway
Standard gauge, 10miles.
Aviemore, Inverness-shire.

Tel: 01479 810725.
Running: Fris-Suns until Nov 1.

IRELAND
WhiteheadRailwayMuseum
5ft 3in gauge, 1 miles.
Whitehead, County Antrim.
Tel: 028 9358 6200.
Running: Thurs-Sats TBA.

Waterford&
Suir Valley Railway
3ft gauge, six miles.
Kilmeadan, CountyWaterford.
Tel: 00353 384058.
Running: Daily until Nov 1.

The details in this list were correct
at the timeof going to press.We
strongly advise that you confirm
detailswith the venue concerned.
Pre-booking is often essential.

TBA=ToBeAnnounced

The10¼ingaugeWellsHarbourRailwayoperates fromWells town (Harbour

station) to thebeachandholidaypark (Pinewoods station). Trains aredue to run

untilOctoberhalf-term.AlanKeefe-built 0-6-0TheDuke is seenenteringHarbour

stationonSeptember12.GARETH EVANS
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STAY A WHILE

THERailwayCarriage is a replica
GWRbrakevanandprovides
spaciousaccommodation forup
to fourplusababy,withaking-
sizebedroomanda twin room.
There is awell-equipped

kitchen,bathroom,dining, living
areaandaprivatehot tub.
RailwayCottagealsohasa

privatehot tubbuthas three
bedroomsandwill accommodate
sixplusababy.
There is anen-suite shower

roomanda familybathroomas
well as lovely kitchendining room
withwoodburner andasitting
roomwithpanoramicviewsof
the railway.
Bothproperties acceptawell-

behaveddogandhave fenced
gardensandprivateparking.
There is lots to seeanddo in

theareaaswell as the railway–
DunsterCastle isnearbyandthere
arebeacheswithina15-minute
driveaswell as stunningwalking
on theQuantockHills and
Exmoor.The local villagehasa
handy shopandagreatpub that
servesexcellent food.
The sights andsoundsof the

enginesas theypasswithin10ft
of theproperties areamazing.
Both theRailwayCarriageand
RailwayCottageareperfect
properties for steamfans.

■Formore information

andtobookonlinevisit

www.lavenderhillholidays.

co.ukorcallKateon01984

656622/07813821475.

TheRailwayCarriageandRailwayCottageare twostunningself-cateringproperties–bothgraded four starswithgoldawards–
locatednext to theWestSomersetRailwaybetweenStogumberandWillitonstations in theheartofWestSomerset.

The Railway Carriage and Railway Cottage

NORTH YORK MOORS

WEST SOMERSETNORTH NORFOLK

KENT AND EAST SUSSEX
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IFYOU findyourself at London’s
Waterloo station, youmightnoticean
eye-catchingworkof art hanging from
awall. If you’reof a certain age, itmay
alsohelp to takeyouona tripdown
memory lane.
In 1951, the sculpture greeted

visitors to the Festival of Britain as
it was mounted on the wall at York
Road, close to the station’s entrance.
Thanks to Network Rail and Historic
England, it has now been returned to
the London terminal.
The Sunbathers, by the Hungarian-

born artist Peter Laszlo Peri consists
of two terracotta figures made from
‘Pericrete’, a special kind of concrete
created by the artist as a cheaper

alternative to casting in bronze.
It was restored and put back on
public display in 2017 at London’s
Southbank Centre. It was considered
‘lost’until it was rediscovered in 2016
at the Clarendon Hotel in Blackheath,
owned by the O’Donnell family after
a public plea from Historic England.
On August 24, the sculpture was

unveiled atWaterloo by Network
Rail chairman Sir Peter Hendy CBE,
who said: “It is wonderful to see the
sculpture on public display again,

Dick’s beard grows in appeal!

Waterloo’s work of art back in place

ByGarethEvans

THEworldaroundushaschanged
thisyearmore thanmostofuscould
everhave imagined in thenameof
Covid-19–but it’s important tohave
someresemblanceof‘normality’while
beingsafe. For someofus, thatmeans
maintainingoursenseofhumour–as
hardas itmaybeat times–andbeingas
pragmaticaspossible. It’seasy todwell
onchallengingtimes,but it’s important
to focusonthethingseachoneofuscan
dotohelp,both in termsof the‘greater
good’, aswell as thingsandpeoplewhich
areclose toourhearts.
DickWood has grown his beard

in aid of his beloved South Devon
Railway (SDR). The line’s public
relations and business development
manager, even if he is far toomodest
to admit it, has worked tirelessly to
‘shout from the rooftops’about the
SDR and thewidermovement – at a
timewhen it needs it more than ever.

Initiative
Dick takesupthestory:“Wayback in
March Idecidedthat Iwouldnot trimmy
beardagainuntilour trainswere running
oncemore, foolishly thinking itmight
notbetoo longaperiodtowait.How
wrong Iwas!
“However, I have now turned into

a passable stunt-double for a variety
of popular media characters, ranging
from Santa Claus and the lead role
in ‘Goodnight Mister Tom’ to ‘Uncle
Albert’ in ‘Only Fools and Horses’
and frozen food advert character
‘Captain Birdseye’, maybe evenmore
characters such as

author Ernest Hemingway!
“Other emerging names have been

an ageing‘Pirate Black Jake’ in Captain
Pugwash; ‘Grizzly Adams’, and‘Kenny
Rogers’– one friend askedme if could
sing his song‘Ruby’!
“I’ve now heard almost all of the

jokes and comments possible from
relatives, friends and colleagues, but I
just had to have a haircut at least!
At this rate, the beard will be down

tomy knees by Christmas!
“Some of the othermedia interviews

I’ve done so far have been amusing
too – they’ve all commented on the
beard. Therefore, rather thanme set
up a separate ‘SOS Beard’sponsorship
appeal for when I finally shave it off
sometime later this year hopefully,
I’m asking people to please donate
something now if they can to our
main appeal fund instead and so take
the rise out ofme and help the SDR
that way!”

Experience
Dickassuresus thatbeforeandafter
photographswillbeavailable indue
course–subject tohisbarberbeing
prepared (orevenpermitted,giventhe
restrictions inplace)– todothe job.
He adds:“And yes, it does itch a little

at times and it is hot, before anyone
asks. It’s the longest beard I’ve ever
had since the age of 18 when I gave
up shaving twice a day, and seems
to draw comments wherever I go
at present.
“Young children stop and stare and

then point me out to their parents
thinking Christmas has come early!”
We atHeritage Railway are delighted

that Dick has ‘faced up’to the reality
of the serious situation facing the SDR
due to the charming branch line not
having run trains sinceMarch 17.
➜Tocut to thechase, if you’d like to

supportDick inhismissiontohelpsave

theSDR,visit www.southdevonrailway.

co.uk–or sendachequetoSouth

DevonRailwaySOSAppeal,The

Station,Buckfastleigh,Devon,TQ11

0DZ.

almost 70 years after the Festival of
Britain, and only a few yards away
from its original site. Now, and in the
future, millions of rail passengers
will have the opportunity to see it, as
they use the busiest station in Britain.”

The longand the shortof it:Dick

Woodshowsoff hisbeard in frontof

apaintingby the latePeterBarnfield,

of SRWestCountryPacificNo. 34026

YesTorpassingby the real thingon

thenorthern slopesofDartmooron

the formerSR route fromExeter to

PlymouthviaOkehampton.

Right: The sculpturehasbeen returned

to theLondon terminal itwas last

displayed in70years ago.NETWORK

RAIL

A lucky catch

eh? Jeremy

Heron is seen

‘ona fishing

trip’ on the

RiverDee in

Llangollen,

alongside the

town’s railway

stationon

September1.

ROBIN JONES

Theactivity

bookdedicated

to Jeremy

Heron is

bringing joy to

children,while

alsohelping

to support the

Llangollen

Railway.

Your lighter takes
If you’vegot aquirkyphoto, tale, poemoranythingelse you thinkmightbeappropriate, pleaseemail deputyeditorGarethEvansongevans@mortons.co.uk

ByRobinJones

HESEES all, heknowsall, his feathers
neverget ruffledandhe rarely
misses a steamdeparture from
Llangollen station.
Jeremy Heron, as he is

affectionately known, has been a
familiar sight for many years from
platform 2, standing head, beak and
shoulders above the whitewater
rapids of the River Dee.
Jeremy has even inspired a

special publication for very young
visitors to the railway and its
beautiful surroundings.
You can read about his adventures

in the Llangollen Railway Activity and
Colouring Book, which also contains
stickers of him, hisWelsh dragon
and sheepdog friends and the line’s
steam trains.
Priced just £2 plus postage

and packaging, the A4 size book
is available by emailing info@
llangollen-railway.co.uk or
telephoning 01978 860979.

Llangollen station’s
guardian angel
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