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That pioneering spirit
is winning again!
M

ANYlandmarkanniversarycelebrationshave

fallenvictimtotheCovid-19 lockdowninrecent

weeks,butdespite losing itsgala, therewasstill

nostoppingtheMiddletonRailway–which,as illustrated

inNews,pages10/11,privatelywentaheadwith its

special traintomark60years tothedaysincethefirst

publicservicewasrunonastandardgaugeheritage line.

TheKeighley&WorthValleyRailwaywas forcedto

cancel its specialevent tomarkhalf acenturysinceone

of themost successfulandendearing familymoviesof

all time,TheRailwayChildren,was filmedon its lineand

releasedtocinemaaudiences.

Accordingly, in this issue,we focusonthat filmwhich

notonlyelevatedto immortal stardombutgaveuntold

publicity to thestill nascent revivalistmovement,

just twoyearsafter thecurtain fellonsteamonthe

nationalnetworkandmuchof thepublic–wronglyas

ithappened–assumed itwasby thenall consignedto

historybooks.

BeforethefilmandtheTVadaptationthatcamebefore

it, theKWVRhadalreadyachievedmuchfortheheritage

sector,not leastofallbydrawinguptheblueprint for

freeholdpurchasesof formerBRlines.Nowagain, like

mostotherheritagerailwaysthroughouttheUK,the

KWVRisfightingforsurvivalasecondtimeround,andhas

launcheditsWorthSavingappealtocover itsoverheads

andacutelossof incomeduringtheCovid-19lockdown.

If youenjoyedyourvisit to this superb lineand/or the

film,pleasedonatewhatyoucantoday.

The legendarypioneeringspirit against theoddsof

thoseearlydayswhichbequeathedusour richportfolio

ofheritage lineshasemergedagain in recentmonths,

as thenationbattles thebiggestcrisis ithas facedsince

theSecondWorldWar. Leftwithanacute temporary

shortageofmanpower, thesectorhasbeen,often

behind lockeddoors,pullingoutall thestops toensure

thatonce the lockdownrestrictionswereeasedbythe
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OPINION

Government–and indeedtheywere toa largeextent

onJune23–heritage lineswere readytonamethedate

for the returnof services,many just in timefor thehigh

summerseason.

Ofcourse, theneed for socialdistancinghashadto

comeuppermost in themindsofmanagersandtheir

staff, for runningtrains isonething,butassuringa

potentially-eagerpublic that it is as safeaspossible to

rideonthemisanother.

Thesevendecadesof innovation forwhichheritage

linesare justifiably famoushasshonethroughagain.

Astorywhich Ihave foundparticularly inspiringhas

comefromtheDartmouthSteamRailway&Riverboat

Companywhere,withmostof its staff furloughed,

managingdirector JohnJonesandheadofengineering

PaulMerringtonhand-madeandfitted200bespoke

carriageseat screens for socialdistancing.Furthermore,

the linehasextended itsPaigntonplatformsothatmore

passengerscanbecarriedunder the regulations.

Again,weallmustcontinuetosupport them.The

public response toappeals foremergencyaidhasso

farbeenphenomenal, andwhile sometargetshave

beenmetandexceeded,nobodyhasany real idea

as towhentheviruswillbe finallyconquered,andso

moreaidmaywellbeneeded.Keepthosedonations to

yourchosen linecoming!

Asweclosed forpress,more lineswereannouncinga

resumptionof services: thesituationwaschangingby

thehourandseems likely tocontinuetodoso.Hereat

HeritageRailway, amagazinededicatedto thewidest

coverageof thepreservationsector,wewill continue

tobringyouthe latestnews fromvenuesbigandsmall.

Tokeepuptodate, turn topages30/31andseehowto

takeoutasubscription toHeritageRailway. Letuskeep

you in touch, throughyour letterbox,with thewhole

pictureaseventsunfold.
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Making its first run since lockdownbegan,GWR2-8-0TNo. 5239Goliath steams

into thenewplatformextensionatQueen’sParkon June30. JOHN JONES/DSRRC

Applyingdisinfectant fog in the

DarmouthSteamRailway carriages.

DSRRC

Hand-madeby seniormanagement,

seating screeninghasbeen fixed

intoeachDartmouthSteamRailway

carriageused for the comeback

services.DSRRC

LMSStanier 8F2-8-0No. 48305being steamtestedat Loughboroughon the

GreatCentral Railwayon June18.GCR

Dartmouth leads theway out of
lockdownas steam returns for summer
ByRobinJones,GarethEvans,

GeoffCourtneyandRogerMelton

JULY23,2020,mayhavemarkedeither

thebeginningof theendof thegreatest

crisis that theUKheritagerailway

sectorhasever faced…ortheendof

thebeginning.

As theworld faced its greatest

hidden killer in livingmemory, Prime

Minister Boris Johnson announced

that the lockdown restrictions

imposed to curb the spread of

Covid-19would be eased further.

That announcement lit the blue

touch paper formany of the lines, who

for fourmonths had been deprived

of income from ticket sales and

retail outlets vital for their survival,

and found themselves existing on

donations (News, page 12).

Despite their enthusiasm to run

again, expert advice has been

carefully sought from local councils

and bodies like the Office of Rail and

Road as to how best to effect themost

stringent social distancingmeasures

with the utmost concern for the safety

of their passengers.

The Dartmouth Steam Railway &

Riverboat Companymaywell have

become amarket leader in this field

as it went full steam aheadwith

preparations to restart its trains

onMonday, July 6, two days after

pubs, restaurants, hotels, bed and

breakfasts, cinemas, museums,

galleries, libraries and theme parks

were allowed to reopen.

With all but three staff laid off on

furlough,managing director John

Jones and head of engineering Paul

Merrington between them spent

weeksmaking around 200 bespoke

frameswith transparent screens and

fixing thembetween the seating

sections of the carriages.

An £800 fogmachine is being used

to spray a sanitising solution, made

from salt water, through each carriage

at the end of every day’s services.

Once the fog condenses into water

droplets and falls on the seats, any

virus or bacteria harmful or otherwise

will be killed overnight, making deep

cleansing farmore thorough.

And there’smore.Theopportunity

was taken tobuild a 170ft platform

extension at PaigntonQueen’s Park

station to accommodate anextra

coach. In thepast,when trainswereone

coach length too long for theplatform,

passengers had towalk through

thenext one toget off.With social

distancing thenumber onepriority,

that situation is nowunthinkable.

Adaptation
Furthermore, theability toaddanextra

coachmeant that the railwayhada far

better chanceofmaintaining levelsof

ticket sales, despitehaving to reduce

seating inall carriages.

The Head of SteamCafe at Queen’s

Park has also been screened, while

passengers on both the trains and

river/sea cruises have been instructed

towear a face covering to help reduce

the risk of transmission.

Small was beautiful again as the

Romney, Hythe &Dymchurch named

July 4 for its restart, with transparent

screens having been fitted in its

carriages and a rate of othermeasures

introduced. The same day – the

Cleethorpes Coast, EveshamVale and

Wells &Walsingham light railways and

the Perrygrove, LappaValley, North

Bay, Ruislip LidoMoorsValley railways

were all due back, although theWells

&Walsingham said it would not run all

the way toWalsinghamuntil August.

The North Norfolk Railway

rescheduled its comeback services

for a July 8 start, using compartment

stock to run four trains a day nonstop

from Sheringham to Holt. Passengers

have to book in advance an isolated

compartment for up to eight people,

with each compartment thoroughly

cleaned between journeys. The

railwaywill maintain twometre

distancing on and around stations

to provide greater safety for visitors

and staff.

While the SnowdonMountain

Railway reopened on July 10, the

trains were diesel-hauled and ran only

from Llanberis to Clogwyn.

Pre-booking is a requisite for

Swanage Railway services scheduled

for a July 11 restart, with four-times-a-

day Swanage to Norden return trips,

with passengers unable to board

or alight at Norden, Corfe Castle,

Harman’s Cross or Herston Halt.

Capacity is strictly limited, with seat

allocations observing social distancing

regulations. As highlighted in News,

page 20, theMid-Hants Railwaywas

also aiming for July 11.

The Kent & East Sussex Railway

plans to restart its passenger services

on July 18. Trains will depart from

Tenterden for Bodiam on Saturdays

and Sundays at 10.40am and 1.15pm,

comprising amixture of compartment

and open plan stock, with the former

being offered to family groups

and the latter adopting‘zig-zag’

social distancing.

Locomotives rostered for the

weekend trains are Southern Railway

USA 0-6-0T No. 30070 Frank S. Ross

and Hunslet 0-6-0ST No. 25Northiam.

GWR 0-6-0PT No. 1638will be

undertaking test runs after work on

its axleboxes.

Competencies
TheGreatCentral Railwayaims to start

upon July25, after running several test

trains toensure that all safety-critical

competencies areupdated.However,

itmaywell be thatpassengerswill not

beable toboardor alight at Leicester

North, in viewof theGovernment’s

re-establishmentof lockdown for a

fortnight fromJune30, followinga spike

inCovid-19cases in that city.

The EcclesbourneValley Railway’s

July 25 comeback services will

comprise compartment coaches

hauled by a diesel.

The SevernValley Railway’s restart

beganwith the opening of the King

& Castle pub at Kidderminster Town

station and the Railwayman’s Arms at

6 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway
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FiremanBarrySmithviews the road

aheadasSouthernRailwayUSAclass

No. 30070, in the liveryof Longmoor

MilitaryRailwayNo.300, showsoff its

characteristic designonDecember6,

2017ona light enginemove from

Rolvendenshed toTenterden. The

0-6-0T,whichat thatdatewasyet to

receive itsFrankS.Rossnameplates,

will beone the locomotives returning

steamto theKent&East Sussex

Railwayon July18. PHIL EDWARDS

Bridgnorth on July 4. Until lockdown

began inMarch, the Railwayman’s

Arms had been continuously open

since 1861.

As reported last issue, the SVR

is – provisionally – aiming to

relaunch services on August 1, with

two round trips of the 16-mile line

from Kidderminster and one from

Bridgnorth. The trains will comprise

all-compartment coaches, with each

six-seater compartment costing £75 –

pre-booking ismandatory – andwill

stop only at Highley for the Engine

Housemuseum and visitor centre.

Visit www.svr.co.uk to confirm trains

are running on particular dates, and to

book tickets.

Following the cancellation of the

line’s hugely-popular Step Back to the

1940s weekend, the group behind

themhas launched two fundraising

films to showcase a virtual version of

the event, including specially filmed

performances frommany of the

entertainers. They are available online

through the SevernValley Railway

channel onYouTube.

The NorthYorkshireMoors Railway

will begin running services on

Saturday, August 1 –Yorkshire Day

– but in two separate 60-minute

shuttles, rather than the full length of

the line or on toWhitby.

As part of a phased reopening,

strictly pre-booked, non-stop steam-

hauled, services with limited capacity

will operate between Pickering

and Levisham, plus Grosmont and

Goathland return seven days a week.

Staff will be cleaning carriages and

compartments after each service and

there will be no on-board toilets. All

booking offices, the Pickering tea

room and gift shop, Grosmont’s gift

shop and all facilities at Levisham and

Goathlandwill be off limits.

Passengers will be asked towear a

facemaskwhilemoving around the

railway and on the train, but they

may be removedwhile seated in a

compartment. They can book either a

private six-seat compartment or travel

in a standardTSO carriagewith social

distancingmeasures in place.

With wintermaintenance on its

operating locomotive fleet all but

completed before lockdown began,

the reasonably-sized pool for service

will include Nos. 30926 Repton, 45428

Eric Treacy, 65894 and Lambton

No. 29, with one or both of Nos. 30825

and 76079 not too far behind. LNER B1

No. 61264may be further back, having

had cracks discovered in its firebox

corners that will need specialist

welding. Trains will include twoMk.1s

previously placed on loan to the

GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway

and now recalled to the NYMR.

The Dean Forest Railwaywill also

restart services on August 1, but

passengers will be able to board only

at Norchard and trains will not stop

atWhitecroft or LydneyTown, with

diesels used on one day of weekends

and a diesel railcar used inmidweek.

The ChurnetValley Railway hopes to

start again the same day.

The Bluebell Railway has a

provisional reopening date of Friday,

August 7, to coincidewith its 60th

birthday, the arranged anniversary

gala having already been cancelled.

The provisional date has allowed time

for some staff and volunteers to return

towork inmid-July to carry out the

necessary safety checks. It will initially

run trains at weekends and then

increase its weekday services if there is

sufficient demand, and all ticketsmust

be pre-booked, trains comprising

compartment carriages.

Resumption
At theKirklees LightRailway (featured

onpages74-77), staffwerebrought

back fromfurloughandvolunteer

activityhas resumed for a July 11

restart. Adult visitors arebeingasked

towear facemaskswhen travellingon

the trainsorwhenwithinone to two

metresofpeople fromoutside their

social bubbles.

Talyllyn Railway general manager

StuartWilliams hoped to run the

first trains by the end of July or early

August, but instead of carrying up to

700 passengers during the day, social

distance restrictionsmight limit the

number to 100.

The GloucestershireWarwickshire

Railway, which as reported last issue,

previously announced that it would

not run services until at least the end

of August, has since announced a

limited programmewill now start on

August 15.

The three-days-a-week round trips

must be booked in advance. Running

fromToddington station, they will

stop at CheltenhamRacecourse and

Broadway, but not at Hayles Abbey

Halt,Winchcombe or Gotherington.

The six-coach trains will comprise

five compartment carriages, with each

compartment available at aminimum

cost of £50 for up to two people, with

each additional person costing £10 up

to amaximum total of six people.

After the longest shutdown in the

line’s 36-year operating history, many

volunteers in operational roles, such

as signalling, guards, train drivers

and station staff will need to regain

their certificates of competency.

Accordingly, the railway planned to

run some‘ghost trains’ in advance

to ensure the utmost safety for

the public.

Didcot Railway Centre was

scheduled to reopen to visitors from

Saturday, July 4, with a policy of

limiting numbers and requiring tickets

to be booked in advance for specific

arrival times.

Initially, Open-Air Discovery Days

will thereafter run onweekends

andWednesdays to allow visitors

to explore the 21-acre site with

special outdoor displays and

photographic opportunities including

steam engines, goods trains and a

locomotive on the turntable. The

Engine Shedwill be openwith cab

visits to GWR 4-6-0 No. 5900Hinderton

Hall subject to a one-way system, as is

the carriage andwagon display area.

Some indoor facilities where space is

very confined, such as the original air-

raid shelter, will remain closed initially.

Tickets for the Open-Air Discovery

Days will also be valid for a second

visit at one of the venue’s popular

steam days when it is possible to

resume running trains and reopen

further facilities. At first, catering

facilities will be limited to takeaways.

Broadland District Council threw

the 15in gauge BureValley Railway

a lifeline whenmembers agreed to

waive the railway’s rent payments

until September because of its total

loss of income. The railway then

announced it would resume trains on

July 11with a limited steam-hauled

service toWroxham at weekends,

adding services fromTuesdays to

Thursdays fromAugust 1. On each

train only alternate compartments

will be in use and all compartments

will be divided by clear screens, and

accordingly, visitors were not required

towear face coverings.

Further reopenings
TheSouthDevonRailwaywas

lookingat reopening the13-acre site

atBuckfastleigh station in late July,

including theDartmoorOtters&

Buckfast Butterflies centre, anda return

topossible railwayoperations inAugust.

However, theBodmin&Wenford

Railwayhas said itwill not reopen for

the summer.

➜Other announced reopenings:

July 4, Ruislip LidoRailway, Seaton

Tramway; July 5,GroudleGlen

Railway; July10, SnowdonMountain

Railway; July11, CrichTramway

Village; July 12, IsleofWight Steam

Railway; July15,DevonRailway

Centre: July 18, EastAnglianRailway

Museum; July23, BeamishMuseum;

July25, Embsay&BoltonAbbeySteam

Railway,NeneValleyRailway;August

1, EppingOngarRailway;August 2,

Northampton&LamportRailway.

More lineswill undoubtedly join

the list after we close for press – but

ensure to checkwith your chosen

railway before travelling in case of

unforeseen changes.

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 7
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The15ingaugePerrygroveRailwayannounceda July4

restart of services after installingaone-way systemfor

visitors, completely rearranging its entranceaccordingly.

ExmoorSteamRailway-built 0-6-0TSpiritofExmoor is seen

being steamedandcleaned.During lockdown, significant

buildingworkhas included the completionof anewwater

tower.PERRYGROVE

Class66No. 66414 settingbackatAllerford

Junction inpreparation todischarge. The

Freightliner shunter is proceedingon footoutof

shot, allmovementsbeing controlledby radio

communicationwith thedriver.PAUL FLEET

Worth Valley, Chinnor, SouthDevon
andBodmin in new ‘reverse Beeching’
ByRobinJones

SEVERALheritagerailwayvenuesare

included inanewshortlistof50bids from

MPsandcouncils in thesecondroundof

theGovernment’s£500millionRestoring

YourRailwayFund.

In late January, Transport Secretary

Grant Shapps launched the

£500million fund to help restore lines

closed in the 1960s after the Beeching

report, and invited bids.

InMay, the first round saw 10

shortlisted applications awarded

£50,000 towards a feasibility study.

One of the second round bids

includes a daily all-year-round service

for commuters on the Keighley &

WorthValley Railway (KWVR), (a

pre-Beeching closure). The planwas

first suggested in 2011 but axed

because the local authorities would

not subsidise it. KWVR chairmanMatt

Stroh said the bid was lodged just to

ascertain at this early stagewhether

there was now the political will to

fund themassive cost that would be

incurred by such a scheme.

Reinstatement
Theshortlistalso includes the

reinstatementof theBodminto

Wadebridge lineandassociatedworks,

and increasedserviceprovisionbetween

BodminGeneralandBodminParkwayon

theBodmin&WenfordRailway.Also, the

rebuildingof theGWRbranchbetween

AshburtonandBuckfastleightoextend

theSouthDevonRailway is listed.

An extension of the Chinnor &

Princes Risborough Railway to Aston

Rowant, which could serveM40 traffic;

the restoration of services on the

Anglesey Central Railway between

Gaerwen and Amlwch, a long-held

aim of revivalist group Lein Amlwch;

the completion of the Swanage

Railway’s ProjectWareham link; and

the use of theMid-Norfolk Railway

betweenWymondham andDereham

alsomade the list.

An extension of the East Somerset

Railway fromMendipVale to Shepton

Mallet and the extension ofmain line

services to Goodrington and Churston

stations on the Dartmouth Steam

Railway, asmentioned last issue, will

also be looked at.

The reinstatement of the long-

mothballed Radstock to Frome

branch, an ambition of the North

Somerset Railway, and that of the

Stratford-upon-Avon to Honeybourne

line, intact as far as LongMarston,

and originally a target for the

GloucestershireWarwickshire Railway,

will be considered too.

The Hawes to Garsdale western

end of theWensleydale route also

makes the list. The station buildings

and platformswere refurbished at

Hawes station, which is now part

of the Dales CountrysideMuseum,

and on a short length of track stands

Robert Stephenson &Hawthorns

0-6-0T No. 7845 of 1955, repainted in

BR livery as NER G5No. 67345, which

hauled the last passenger train out of

the station in 1959.

Next step
ThePrimroseLine, thenamefor the

GWRSouthBrent toKingsbridgebranch,

andanearly target forpreservationists

before theychosetheAshburton/

Buckfastleigh line, isalso in the list,which

waspublishedonJune30.

The 50 bids will now be examined

by experts to seewhich should be

given the funding for a feasibility

study. The successful schemes are set

to be decided by late summer.

Steam in action at Minehead

station for two weekends
STEAMisoncourse tomakeareturntotheWest

SomersetRailway (WSR)–althoughthereareno

plans torestart services.

WSR plc has announced plans for two Living

Museum community weekends atMinehead

station, on July 25/26 and August 1/2. It is

intended to have a steam locomotive shunting

around the station.

The turntable will be in actionwith a steam

locomotive being turned 180 degrees, allied to

a competition for children towork out how to

shunt wagons.

There will be visits to the engine shedwith

close inspection of locomotives and hourly tours

of the engineeringworkshops.

Cafes will be open for sale of refreshments,

hot food and drinks and a burger vanwill be

available for snacks in the station yard

The station bookshopwill be open for sale

of books, magazines andmodels, with railway

groups selling various items of railwayana

from stalls.

Attractions
Otheroptionsbeingconsideredfor theweekends

includeadisplayof smallmodel railway layouts

(weatherpermitting), localmusiciansplayingonthe

platform,Punch&Judyshowsandvintagebusrides

alongMineheadseafrontandpast theParadeshops.

Further datesmay be announced, dependant

on the level of interest shown in these events.

Entrance tickets are expected to be £5 per

person, bookable in advance online at www.

west-somerset-railway.co.uk or via contactless

purchase on the day.

Meanwhile, the railwaymarked a positive

milestone on June 23, on the road to recovery

fromCovid-19, with the first High Output Ballast

Cleaner (HOBC) train seen running over the line

again after a gap of sixmonths.

The Network Rail (NR) Ballast Cleaning Systems

train arrived at Norton Fitzwarren after being

tripped from FairwaterYard by Freightliner

Class 66 No. 66414.

What was the first day ofWSR operations since

before theMarch lockdownwas the prelude

to a five-days-a-week operation of wagons

full of spent ballast being discharged at John

Luffman’smineral handling site at Norton

Fitzwarren, where thematerials are cleaned,

recycled and regradedmainly for further use

in the construction industry. Running from

now until mid-February, the ballast trains will

resume later next year in line with NR’s track

maintenance programme.

The previous trainmovement on theWSR,

other than a recent shunt in Bishops Lydeard

Up sidings, came inmid-Marchwhen Class 09

No. 09019, two BRMk.1 coaches and aToad

brake vanwere used for a footplate training day.
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Steamreturned to theEast SomersetRailwayon June27with resident Ivatt
2MT2-6-0,No. 46477 (pictured)undergoing test runsandstaff training

ready for reopening to thepublic on July18.Alsobeing steamtestedwas
GWRsmall prairieNo. 4555on loan fromtheDartmouthSteamRailway.

Due toCovid-19 restrictionsandsocial distancing,pre-booking is strongly
advised toguaranteeaplaceon the trainof your choice. LEE THORP/ESR

Sir RodStewart joins LNERB17No. 61673SpiritofSandringhambuilder
ROCK star Sir Rod Stewart CBE

has becomeapatron of the

new-build group the B17 Steam

LocomotiveTrust.

A lifelong railway enthusiast, Rod

has been creating his ownmodel

railway layouts for many years.

As reported in issue 255, he

donated £10,000 theMarket

DeepingModel Railway Club

in Lincolnshire, 48 hours after

four vodka-drinking teenagers

broke into a sports hall where its

annual exhibition had been set

up and causedmore than £80,000

deliberate damage onMay 18

last year.

The trust is building a replica

of LNER B17 4-6-0 No. 61673

Spirit of Sandringham at the

Llangollen Railway.

A statement from the trust said:

“To have the support of a high-

profile personality like Sir Rod is a

great boost at this time!

It is possible that hemay have

some personal memories of the

B17s, as he spent his early years

in London. For many years he has

lived in Essex and it is therefore

great to have a local personality

supporting a local engine.

“A number of the B17 class were

named after football clubs and

were known as ‘Footballers’. Sir

Rod is also a fan of the game and

so his interest in these locomotives

is evenmore appropriate.

“He lived threemiles away from

Highbury Stadium andwas an

Arsenal supporter in his early

days, when playing for London

Schoolboys. He is now a passionate

Glasgow Celtic Fan. Their football

ground is within four miles of

the North British Locomotive

CompanyWorks in Glasgow, where

the B17 design was completed,

and the first 10 locomotives were

built in 1928.

“The trust is delighted to

welcome Sir Rod as our patron and

we look forward tomeeting him

in the future to share a common

interest in railways as we progress

with Spirit of Sandringham.”

ByGarethEvans

THEmain line steamscene is in

mourning following thepassingof Jim

Smith, apopular traction inspector for

DBCargo, on June27.

Paying tribute on behalf of The A1

Steam Locomotive Trust (A1SLT),

Graeme Bunker-James, said: “We

have lost one of the key people in

Tornado’s history and someone with

a unique position in ensuring the

locomotive’s success. The first main

line test runs operated under Jim’s

supervision, including the legendary

run from Newcastle to York in 2008.

He was also with us on a variety

of trips after that, the length and

breadth of the country andmost

happily in the north east. It was Jim

who took charge of the 100mph run

in April 2018, with many superb and

memorable runs in between.

“Always referred to as ‘Gentleman

Jim’his kindness and generosity to

the A1SLT will be massively missed

by all of us. He continued to guide

those new to the main line in our

team right up until operations were

curtailed due to lockdown. Building

confidence, tutoring firing technique

or just an understanding of how the

locomotive worked, Jim was at his

best when teaching and his legacy

is a broad group of people who will

carry main line steam forward.

“We will all miss him greatly and

we extend our sympathies and kind

wishes to his family and friends. God

speed Jim, and thank you from us all.”

Tributes paid to traction
inspector Jim Smith

The Merchant Navy Locomotive

Preservation Society (MNLPS),

owner of No. 35028 Clan Line, said

in a statement: “We are saddened to

hear of the passing of Jim Smith. A

kind presence with our locomotive

onmany of our trips over the years,

his good humour and knowledge

that he brought to the footplate will

be sorely missed by all. The MNLPS

sends out our condolences to Jim’s

family, friends and colleagues at this

extremely difficult time. RIP Jim –

thank you for all the memories.”

JimSmith ispicturedatYorkon July30, 2019 for the launch intopassenger service

of LNER’snewAzuma fleetwhen theNationalRailwayMuseum’sGresleyA4

PacificNo. 4468Mallardmadea rareappearanceoutdoors. LNER
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Hunslet 0-6-0DM John Alcock, at the head ofMiddleton Railway’s 60th

anniversary train, stands at Moor Road alongsideManning,Wardle 0-6-0ST

No. 1601 of 1903 in light steamwith an appropriate headboard for the June

20 occasion.MR

ClosedMiddleton operates
its 60th anniversary train
ByRobinJones

INAnightmareyearwhenheritage

railwaysbigandsmall havecancelled

landmarkanniversaryevents, the

MiddletownRailway stillmanaged

to runa special train tomark its

DiamondJubilee.

The first standard-gauge train to

be operated by unpaid volunteers

left Moor Road, Leeds, at 4.45pm on

Monday, June 20, 1960, hauled by

Hunslet diesel No. 1697, built locally

in Leeds in 1932.

The railway’s June 20-21

anniversary gala, along with other

special events that it had planned

for July and August fell victim to the

coronavirus pandemic.

However, on Saturday, June 20, at

4.45pm, the same locomotive, now

in black livery as LMS No. 7051 and

carrying new John Alcock nameplates

in memory of the designer and

one-time Hunslet managing director,

hauled the private 60th anniversary

train fromMoor Road to Middleton

Park and return - with just a handful

on onlookers in attendance.

Charismatic founder

The trainwas ceremoniallywaved

awaybyMatthewYouell, the sonof the

railway’s charismatic founder, the late

physics lecturerDr FredYouell,who leda

teamof LeedsUniversityUnionRailway

Societymembers in saving the line.

Inspired by the Talyllyn and

Ffestiniog revivals, Fred was keen

to join the railway preservation

movement and the Middleton, the

oldest operating railway in the world,

became ‘his’project.

The railway has remained closed

The first line to carry passengers once again was…
the 15in-gauge Clevedon Miniature Railway!
ByRobinJones

EARLYJunesawnorthSomerset’s

ClevedonMiniatureRailwaybecome

whatappearstobethefirst lineintheUK

tostartofferingpassengerridesagain.

Owner SimonHarvey,whohasbeen

associatedwith the line for 44 years,

said:“WorkingwithNorth Somerset

Council, and their health and safety

department and theOffice of Rail

& Road,weweregivenpermission

toopen.Wehave implanted strict

social distancingmeasureswith every

other compartment out of service to

maintain two-metredistancing. All

seats are cleanedafter eachusewith

anti-bacteria sprays.

“Wehave also introduceda

cashless payment system.

The response from

thepublic has been

overwhelming.

“TheClevedon

Railwayhas a special

place inpeople’s

memories as they

rode itwhen they

were kids, andeven

grandparents havebeen

recalling their first trip – anywonderful

memories as it says on thebackof the

tender:‘PoweredByDreams!’

The railway is nowopenevery day

weather permitting.

The circular line in Salthouse

Fields, near the resort’s

seafront,was first opened

in 1952 as a 9½in-gauge

line,with an Ivatt Atlantic

hauling twocarriages

onanout-and-back ride.

Extended to a circuit in

1962, the steam locomotive

was soon replacedwith a

Bo-Bodiesel.

In 2013,MrHarvey tookover the

railway and regauged it to 15in to

accommodate a 24-volt battery

operatednewsteamoutlinegreen-

liveried‘Black Five’4-6-0No. 5305

carrying theClevedonRailway’s logo

on the tender.There is also a spur to

the shednext to the station.

Ironically, Salthouse Fieldswas

theplanneddestinationof a revived

sectionof the legendaryWeston,

Clevedon&PortisheadRailwayby two

Bristol enthusiasts in the 1950s.

InMarch1955, theBritishTransport

Commission approved the foundation

of theNorth Somerset Light Railway

Company, the first private railway

company tobe floated since

since March because of Covid-19

restrictions. However, while

preparing to reopen in August,

several trains had to be run to

reassess train crews in order to satisfy

requirements of the Office for Rail

and Road. The special doubled up as

one of those trains.

Middleton ward councillors

Judith Blake (the leader of Leeds

City Council), Kim Groves and Paul

Truswell issued a joint statement.

“We congratulate the Middleton

Railway Trust on reaching this historic

anniversary.We take great pride

in having such an internationally

significant piece of history on our

doorstep. It is a powerful reminder

of our area’s rich industrial heritage

and a tribute to the generations

of dedicated volunteers who have

made it such a valued part of our

community. It is not only a brilliant

educational asset, but also great fun!

‘Great attraction’

“Wehavebeendelighted to support the

MRTover theyears and look forward

toacontinuing that closeworking

relationship.Wewant tohelp it to

cement itsplaceasoneof thecity’s great

attractions, andperhapsonedayeven

extend the line to its original starting

point inMiddletonPark.”

Built in 1758, the Middleton Railway

was the first railway authorised

by an Act of Parliament (and has

operated ever since), the first to

have commercially successful steam

locomotives, in June 1812, and also

the first standard-gauge preserved

railway, predating the Bluebell

Railway’s first public services on

August 7, 1960, but unlike that line,

it was always a private concern and

never part of the national network.

That first train, marking the start

of the university’s 1960 rag week,

comprised one of the most unusual

combinations in preservation history:

No. 1697 hauling the enormous

double-deck tramcar No. 2 from the

Swansea &Mumbles Railway, which

had controversially closed on January

5 that year.

Indeed, the students took over

the railway with the aim of housing

or maybe running the historic

Leeds street tramcars that they

had preserved. Sadly, the Mumbles

tramcar, a sole survivor, was scrapped

in 1969 after it was declared unsafe

and no other home for it was found.

That first week of services saw

around 7700 passengers carried,

showing that a heritage railway

could attract paying customers. The

society had not set out to run regular

services, but this initial success led to

the reinstatement of freight traffic on

the line.

Three months later, it reopened

to goods, trains being worked by

students between lectures.

➜TheMiddletonRailwayhas

launcheda£25,000emergency

appeal in abid to coveroverheads

while the linewas closedduring

lockdownandunable togenerate

vital income.Donationsmaybemade

at:www.gofundme.com/f/covid19-

safeguarding-the-future
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Hunslet 0-6-0DMNo.1697of1932as LMSNo.7051 JohnAlcockheads the60thanniversary trainpastGNCurveon June20.

It is beingdrivenbyRichardPike,withMiddletonRailwayvicepresident IanSmithactingasguard, .MR

Adefiningmoment inpreservationhistory: June20, 1960,

seesHunslet 0-6-0DMNo.1697of1932 coupled toSwansea

&MumblesRailway tramcarNo.2, set todepart from

MoorRoadwith theMiddletonRailway’s first heritage

erapassenger train.KEITH TERRY/NATIONAL TRAMWAY

MUSEUM, CRICH

Right: ClevedonRailwaysbattery

operated ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 5305

withnotices emphasising the social

distancing rules that allowed the

15in-gauge line to start giving

passenger ridesaheadof the rest.CR

Everyother compartment closed to

complywith social distancing.CR

Sixty yearson, JohnAlcockheadsa replayof theheritage

sector’s first standardgauge train.MR

WHILEsteamwill foreverremainthe

definingimageoftherailwayheritage

sector, it isoftenoverlookedbythepublic

atlargethatinitsearlyyears,modern

tractionhauledtwolandmarkfirsttrains.

On July 23, 1955, FirstWorldWar

Simplexpetrol tractorMaryAnnhauled

the first heritage-era public train on the

FfestiniogRailway, the second line tobe

reopened by volunteers.

On June 20, 1955, Hunslet 0-6-0DM

No. 1697 made history by heading

the first standard-gauge train run by

volunteers. However, that locomotive

had already claimed a big ‘first’ in

railway history.

In 1930, theHunslet EngineCompany

of Leedsbought thegoodwill of the

recently-liquidatedKerr, Stuart &

Companyof Stoke-on-Trent.

Minutedetail

ThatDecember,Hunslet tookdelivery

of 2ft-gaugeKerr, StuartNo. 4415of

1928,whichhadundergone trials on

theWelshHighlandRailway (andwhich

isnowundergoing restorationby the

Ffestiniog&WelshHighlandRailways

HeritageCompany) andKerr, Stuart

90hpNo. 4428of1929.

Both locomotiveswereexamined in

minutedetail at the JackLaneworks and

fromtheknowledgegainedcame the

firstHunslet-built standard-gaugediesel

inNo. 169.

The locomotive was built to the

instructions of John Alcock, son of

managing director Edgar Alcock, who

told his son: “Get it right and we’ll

build more – get it wrong and we’ll

stick with steam!”

In February, 1932,No. 1697 attended

theBritish Industries Fair at Castle

Bromwich,where its performance

impressed allwho saw it in action.

One companywhich likedwhat it saw

was the LMS,which agreed to trials on

nationalisation, andwhich aimed to

rebuild the section fromWeston to

Clevedon to 2ft gauge.

However, the schemecame to

nothing, and the locomotive thepair

bought –Peckett 0-4-2STNo. 1808

of 1930 Septimus– fromDorset’s

FurzebrookRailwaywas scrapped

in 1952.

Also reopenedafter lockdown is

nearbyClevedonPier, theUK’s only

Grade I-listed structure of its kind, and

whichhas a railwayhistory.

Whileworkingon theMidland

Railwaymain line, civil engineer

WilliamHenry Barlow, thedesigner of

St Pancras station, patentedhis own

designof rail in 1849 toovercome the

problemof rotten sleepers.

Barlow rail, as it becameknown,

waswidely usedon theGWRand

associated lines, and in 1866engineers

JohnGrover andRichardWardbought

37 tonsof redundant Barlow rails

whichhadbeen supplied toBrunel’s

SouthWales Railway andused them to

build the 1024ft- eight-spanpier.The

railswerebolted together to form the

legs of the elegant 1024ft eight-span

pier.

John Alcock – a
thoroughbred
diesel ‘first’

its railway.Theywere so successful that

a further 10weeks of operationbegan

atHunslet Lanegoods yard.

No. 1697worked continuously

between5amon theMonday and

6am the followingSunday, the cost of

which came to£4.41pperweek for fuel,

lubricatingoil, petrol for the starting

engine, and sand.

Excellent condition

This amountwasconsiderably cheaper

than thecostsof a steam locomotive,

and it could tackle anyandallwork

offered to it.

After the trials, No. 1697 was

stripped down for examination and

found to be in excellent condition,

with little wear evident.

Followingmoredemonstrations in

1933, the locomotivewas sold to the

LMS, becoming itsNo. 7401, before

being renumbered to 7051.

ItdidmuchworkfortheLMS,although

thatcompanysettledonthe350hp

diesel-electricsthateventuallydeveloped

intotheBRClass08.

Nonetheless,No.7051formedthebasis

ofmanyadiesel-mechanical locomotive

design,includingBR’sClass03/04s.

In 1949, the locomotivewas rebuilt

with theoriginalMAN150hpengine

being replacedby aMcLaren-Ricardo

MR6delivering132hp, and it becamea

hire locomotive.

In 1960, itwas first loaned to the

MiddletonRailwayPreservation

Society and then later sold to it on

hire purchase.

On January 27, 1961, itwas named

JohnAlcock after its designer.

It spent 10 years at the National

RailwayMuseum inYorkbetween

1979-89, before returning toMiddleton

and takingpart in the line’s 30th

anniversary celebrations, having

thenbeen restored as LMSNo. 7401,

without nameplates.

Since 2006, it has beendisplayed

in the EngineHouse at the line’s

Moor Roadheadquarters in between

passengerworkings. It is nowoncourse

for its 90thbirthday in 2022 and its

centenary in 2032.
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THEBritishpublic’s unswerving

support for ourheritage railways facing

their biggest crisis in the70 years of the

heritageerahas continued, as financial

help for linesbattling for survival in

the faceof the coronavirus pandemic

continued to arriveby theday.

In advance of its August 1

reopening, the North Yorkshire

Moors Railway (NYMR) has been

celebrating after receiving more

than £350,000 in donations towards

its crisis appeal.

The NYMR had been due to open

on April 4, but as with heritage

lines throughout the UK, to cover

overheads during the Covid-19

lockdown, it has been forced to

ask the general public for financial

support over recent weeks via its

nymr.co.uk/crisis-fund appeal

which was launched in March. The

fund has been boosted by silent

auctions, a virtual shop launched

at nymr.co.uk/virtual-shop and

Friday night quizzes, and generous

donations, and a hugely significant

amount of money has now

been raised to help the heritage

attraction steam ahead.

NYMR general manager Chris

Price said: “The public support has

been overwhelming and thanks to

local companies, the railway sector,

and the general public who have

rallied together and demonstrated

their support over the past three

months, I’m optimistic about the

railway’s future.

“However, with our plans to

reopen come further costs. A

broken locomotive spring costs

about £1000 to replace; a new

boiler pressure relief valve £2500;

a live steam injector £5000; and to

reprofile a locomotive’s tyres costs

around £10,000. That is all essential

if we are to welcome visitors aboard

once more, so the next fewmonths

are going to be a challenge for us.

“To help save vital funds where

we can, we’ve had to make the

difficult decision to cancel this year’s

annual steam gala event, which was

originally planned for September.”

Chris appealed for supporters to

also join as a member at

www.nymr.co.uk/pages/category/

join-our-membership

Public take-up
Railwayofficials have stressed that

even if they restart in the summer and

any second spikeof the virusdoes

notmaterialise, there is noguarantee

as to thepublic take-upof services in

the faceof social distancingmeasures

deemed tobenecessary on trains, and

incomewill be reducedbecauseof

lower capacity on trains.Therefore, it

is likely that further outside financial

assistancewill beneeded, at least in

the short tomedium term, and so lines

that have launchedappeals for help

arehaving to keep themopeneven if

their first targets aremet.

The Bluebell Railway’s appeal

donations via uk.virginmoneygiving.

com/fund/support-bluebell have

now soared past £350,000.

On Saturday, June 27, a Virtual

Track Trek version of the line’s

annual sponsored walk along all

or part of the running line in aid of

a variety of causes, raised £5800.

Because the railway was closed

this time, supporters were asked

to obtain sponsorship for walking

a total of 4½miles at a non-rail

location of their choosing, equalling

the distance from Sheffield Park to

Horsted Keynes. Officials believe

that the Bluebell is the first heritage

railway to organise a virtual

sponsored track walk.

Bluebell fundraising organiser

Trevor Swainson said: “The money

will be used to keep key heritage

skills in Sussex and ensure we can

reopen when it is safe to do so.

“We are still raising money

because we don’t yet know when

the lockdown restrictions will

be eased and what measures we

will have to put in place to allow

heritage railways to welcome

visitors again safely.”

The Keighley &Worth Valley

Railway has reached £215,000 with

itsWorth Saving appeal at www.

kwvr.co.uk/worth-saving/ beating

the initial target of £200,000, but as

explained in our special feature on

pages 42-48, far more needs to be

raised to ensure the line’s safety.

As we closed for press, the

South Devon Railway had

reached £217,329 with its www.

southdevonrailway.co.uk/

fundraising/ appeal, nearly 44% of

Crisis SOS appeals
boosted by public

Aspart of itspreparations for reopening
onAugust7, theBluebell Railway rana
two-coach trainbehindSECR0-6-0T
No. 178, seenat SheffieldParkon June25.BR

THEEast LancashireRailway (ELR)

haspromised that anewstudy into

restoringa long-defunctpartof theBury

toRochdale routewill haveno impact

on itsheritage services.

As reported last issue, Transport

for Greater Manchester (TfGM)

has been awarded £50,000 by the

Government’s RestoringYour Railway

Fund to investigate the possibility of

reopening a former section of line

between Bury and Rochdale, and is

workingwith the heritage railway,

as well as Rochdale and Greater

Manchester local authorities to

explore the options available.

The studywill explore the option

of using cutting-edge tram-train

technology, to allow communities in

Heywood, Castleton, Rochdale and

Oldham to join thewiderMetrolink

network. The route in question

was last used in the 1960s, andwill

not impinge on the ELR’s current

Heywood line.

ELR chairmanMike Kelly said:“We

welcome the opportunity to work

withTfGMon this proposal. The study

is looking at running battery-operated

tram-trains on a separate line which

does not impact on ELR heritage

operations. ELR could also benefit

from an upgradedmain line access to

its northern curve, offering a chance

to pursue a number of alternative

revenue streams for carriage and

freight storage.”

Benefits
KeithWhitmore,ELRPreservation

Societyvice-presidentandchairmanof

GreaterManchesterTransportHeritage

Partnership, lastmonthrevealedthat

thetramlinewillbebuiltalongsidethe

existingELRtrack fromCastletonEast

JunctiontoHeywoodonly.Hesaid:

“Thetram-trainproposalcouldbeavery

significantstepforwardfor theELRto

achieve itsambitiontoconnectdirectly

with themain lineatCastletontoopen

uptheopportunity toprovidevisitors

withanewgatewaytoenjoya joinedup

heritagerailway.

“This proposal will also benefit all

our heritage transport attractions in

the region, including uniting the new

state-of-the-art Greater Manchester

Fire ServicesMuseum in Rochdale

and the Greater Manchester Transport

Museum inManchester.We are

looking forward toworkingwith

TfGM and the Greater Manchester

Combined Authority to achieve a first

class heritage transport offering.”

New Heywood
tram link ‘will not
affect East Lancs
heritage line’

Follow us

@HeritageRailMag
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the £500,000 target.

Central Devon MPMel Stride

has congratulated the line for

its fundraising drive. He said: “In

addition to preserving an important

part of Buckfastleigh’s history,

the SDR is a hugely important

attraction that draws people to our

beautiful part of Devon, benefiting

other local businesses. I would

encourage anyone who loves the

railway and who is in a position to

support its fund-raising appeal to

do so.”

The Bala Lake Railway reached

the midway point of its £25,000

emergency appeal when it staged

an online virtual gala over June

13. ‘Guests’were also able to take

a virtual ‘driver for a fiver’ ride.

Further donations may be made at

bala-lake-railway.co.uk/covid-19-

donations

Welcome support
TheBodmin&WenfordRailwayhas

raised around£10,000 through its

appeal atwww.crowdfunder.co.uk/

bwrbackontrackwhich also lists

meansof payment for thosewhodo

notwish todonateonly.

The Dean Forest Railway’s £50,000

appeal at www.dfrsociety.org.uk/

dfrs-emergency-fund has reached

£41,500.

The East Lancashire Railway’s

£200,000 emergency appeal

accessed via www.eastlancsrailway.

org.uk has now raised £122,000.

A contributing silent auction,

which ended on June 20, raised

£10,500 (£135,000 with Gift Aid).

Amongst the star items for

auction were a guided tour of pop

mogul and railway president Pete

Waterman’s extensive O gauge

model railway layout which sold for

£640, and the chance to entertain

up to 25 guests in hisWaterman

Saloon, which went for £1250.

The nameplate East Lancashire

Railway from Class 37 No. 37418

went for £2020.

At the Epping Ongar Railway,

around £30,000 had been donated

via www.eorailway.co.uk/the-

railway/appeal/ towards the

£200,00 target.

The appeal at www.festrail.

co.uk/appeal.htm to support

the Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland

Railways had passed £320,000.

The Severn Valley Railway’s

Fight Back Fund at www.svr.co.uk/

fightback has topped £750,000.

The Swanage Railway’s £360,000

appeal at www.saveourservice.

co.uk topped £227,000 by early July.

The Talyllyn Railway’s original

£75,000 target for its www.

justgiving.com/campaign/talyllyn-

appeal2020 has been broken, with

more than £104,000 raised.

TheWest Somerset Railway’s

appeal at www.west-somerset-

railway.co.uk/donations has passed

£181,000, with a target of £500,000.

A recent appeal launched by the

Pontpool & Blaenavon Railway at

gofundme.com/f/supporting-us-

through-covid19 and bhrailway.

co.uk/covid19appeal had raised

more than £2000.

Crich Tramway Village has joined

the long list of heritage venues to

launch appeals to compensate for

the loss of vital revenue streams

during lockdown. General manager

Dr Mike Galer said: “Our losses

this year will be immense and

potentially crippling, whilst we are

currently surviving on our reserves

many of these have been given

to us for specific purposes and

cannot be used to support our

ongoing viability.”

Donations may be made at www.

tramway.co.uk/contact/make-a-

donation

There are a range of incentives for

those who are able to give larger

donations to the museum. For

Above:We’rewinning!North

YorkshireMoorsRailway staff at

Grosmont shedcelebrate the raising

of£350,000 tohelpBritain’smost

popularheritage line, in termsof

annualpassengernumbers, survive.

NYMR

Right: CentralDevonMPMel Stride

(centre)withGWRCollett 0-6-0

No. 3205duringoneofhis several

visits to theSouthDevonRailway.

SDR

The stalled

workon

replacing the

Keighley&

WorthValley

Railway’s

Bridge11,which

has severed

the line, can

nowresume

thanks to the

emergency

Lotterygrant.

KWVR

Fourmore railways receive
much-needed extra
emergency grant aid
THENational LotteryHeritage Fundhas

thrown lifelines to threemore railways

tohelp themsurvive theCovid-19 crisis.

The latest handout from the

organisation’s £50-million Heritage

Emergency Fund has seen the

Keighley &Worth Valley Railway

receive £50,000 to facilitate the

replacement of Bridge 11, work

on which began in January but

was halted at the outbreak of

the pandemic.

The line’s chairman Dr Matt Stroh

said: “Thanks to the National Lottery

and its players we can now complete

the work necessary to replace the

venerable 115-year old bridge and

will then be in a position to reopen

the railway to passengers in the

coming weeks.

“Without their support, we

would have struggled to meet the

additional costs caused by having

to pause and then recommence the

work at a time when we have had

no income from operations for over

three months.

“As a result of their funding, we

can look forward to reopening

the railway to passengers shortly,

albeit with continued restrictions to

protect the safety of our volunteers

and visitors.”

Resumption
Minorwork inpreparation for the

resumptionof thebridgeworkshas

beenundertakenmainly atweekends.

The sitewill be reopenedonFriday,

July 17,with lifting-in of thenew

beamson thenext day. Installingof

concrete reinforcementwill takeplace

on July 19, and concreting fromJuly

20-22, followedbywaterproofing

and reinstatementof the track from

Thursday, July 23 to Friday, July 31.

Works trains havebeenoperatedonan

as-requiredbasis.

The Bala Lake Railway has received

£40,000 to assist with essential costs

during closure, while running its own

appeal (see main story).

Its chairman Julian Birley said:

“We can now have a much greater

hope of coming through these

unprecedented times better

and stronger.”

Also benefiting with £25,200

from the emergency fund is the

Welshpool & Llanfair Light Railway,

which had already raised more than

£50,000 from public donations to its

Tracks to Recovery appeal to help it

survive lockdown.

The appeal has now been

repurposed to ensure that Beyer

Peacock 0-6-0T No. 822 The Earl is

able to haul trains again in 2021.

In mid-2019 its was sent for its

mandatory 10-year overhaul at the

Vale of Rheidol Railway, allowing

Llanfair’s own workshop team to

tackle other pressing maintenance

and restoration work.

Funding
Overhaul of TheEarlwasplanned to

be fundedout of existing revenueand

donations, including a large legacy

of uncommitted funds.However,

the closurebecauseof theCovid-19

pandemicwillmean that the railway

facesmuchgreater demandson its

existing fundsover the comingwinter,

leaving it needing to raise £95,000 to

complete theoverhaul.

The Keep The Earl on Track appeal

has already raised more than

£30,000.

Donations may be made at

cafdonate.cafonline.org/9557#!/

DonationDetails

Meanwhile, theWelsh Government

has given £70,000 to the Llangollen

Railway which had, as we closed for

press, raised around £80k through

donations to its llangollenrailway.

charitycheckout.co.uk/cf/covid-19-

appeal plus share purchases and

other grants. However, chairman Liz

McGuiness expressed concern that

the money would quickly run out if

services did not restart soon.

She said: “We are planning our

reopening and starting to bring

employees and volunteers back at

the beginning of July with a view to

opening in August.”

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 13



Left:WelshPonybeingblessed in the shedatBoston

Lodgeby the railway’s regularministerDrRichard

Buxtonwho lives inPorthmadog.Hewasborn in the

last year thatWelshPony steamed!CHRIS PARRY

Above:WelshPony stormspastBostonLodgeWorkson

themain lineduringa short test run. FF&WHR

ByRobinJones

HISTORYwasmadeonseveral fronts

onSaturday, June27,whenFfestiniog

Railway (FR) England0-4-0STT

No. 5WelshPony ran for the first time in

80years.

It not only marked the heritage

era debut of one of the world’s great

classic narrow gauge locomotives,

and a type not previously seen by a

modern audience, but because of the

Covid-19 lockdown, an eager public

were restricted to seeing the launch

at Boston Lodge via Facebook.

The culmination of a restoration

project that has cost in excess of

£250,000 was broadcast online in

three instalments – the 10am lighting

up by Millie Lewin, daughter of

Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland Railways

general manager Paul Lewin; the first

whistle being sounded at 1pm; and

the sight of the locomotive moving

under its own steam for the first time

at 4pm.

Used to light the fire was old timber

that had once formed part ofWelsh

Pony’s boiler cladding.

During the broadcast, Paul thanked

everyone who had donated to

the project.

Around 27,000 people viewed

the event, either live or watched

the videos afterwards – making it

perhaps one of the biggest audiences

for a locomotive launch ever.

Finishing details
Technically, there remainssomework

tobedoneonthe injectorsandthe

hydrostatic lubricator, andalso the

topslidebaroilpots tobemade.

However,WelshPonynowjoinsPrince

andPalmerstonasoperationalEngland

locomotivesonthe line,with theother

survivor,Princess, likely to remainastatic

exhibit inperpetuity.

Should FR operation resume this

summer,Welsh Pony is likely to feature

Worldwide audience seesWelsh
Pony’sfirst run since 1940

in those services andwill carry the

current running-in livery. If the FR’s

October 9-11VictorianVintage

Weekend goes ahead, the locomotive

will be officially named then.

There are also plans for it to feature

in a private photographic charter in

November, and it is scheduled to be

repainted green ready for service in

spring 2021.

By 1867, traffic on the FR had

outgrown the capabilities of the four

original ‘Small Englands’that had

been supplied by George England &

Co in 1863-64 for the introduction of

steam of the line.

By 1867, Charles Spooner, the line’s

secretary and engineer from 1856-86,

had drawn up a revised specification

for a new engine, which he took to

George England.

The larger and improved design

with a longer wheelbase and larger

drivingwheels became known as

the‘Large England’class. Just two

examples were built –Welsh Pony and

Little Giantwere delivered in 1867.

Overhauls
WelshPonyworked,withminor

overhauls, until 1891whenmostof

its componentswere replacedandan

overall cab fitted. In1915, anewboiler

was fittedandduringmuchof 1929 it

underwent a substantial overhaul.

Little Giantwas withdrawn in 1932

and cannibalised for spares, butWelsh

Pony ran until February 1940, despite

it being officially withdrawn the

year before.

Early in the heritage era, it had

been intended to restore it, but

separatematters, including the arrival

of Penrhyn Quarry Hunslets Linda

and Blanche kept it from the top of

the queue.

In 1984,Welsh Ponywas repainted

red and plinthed outside Porthmadog

Harbour station until 2002 when it

wasmoved to Glan y Pwll shed. In

2013, FR Societymembers voted to

restore it, and the project began the

following year.

On the afternoon of June 27,

viewers saw a‘Large England’running

for the first time in preservation, when

Welsh Ponymade several short trips

onto the Cob andmain line in front of

the works for the cameras.

In September 2019, amodern

replica of ‘Small England’No. 3

Mountaineer, which was scrapped

in 1879, was announced, by

Mountaineer Locomotive Ltd. As

highlighted in issue 261,Mountaineer

III is being built at Darlington by

North Bay Railway Engineering to the

as-delivered appearance of the ‘Small

Englands’with side tanks instead of a

saddle tank. The boiler completed a

hydraulic pressure test in May, and it

is hoped that the locomotive will be

ready in 2022/23.

➜Tocommemorate the return

to steamofWelshPony,a limited

edition runof 100fineartprintsof

the specially commissionedpainting

AGoldenMoment, byRebecca

KitchinBA,whichdepicts thefirst

steaming since restoration, is being

offered for £80eachat bit.ly/2NtaLu3

All proceedswill go to theWelsh

PonyFund.

‘LargeEngland’WelshPony steamingand raring togo inBostonLodgeyardon June27.Before theCovid-19pandemic closed

the railway, it hadbeen intended for the restored locomotive tohaul its first passenger train in June. CHRIS PARRY
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‘Night Owl’
on wheels by
Christmas?
THEGreatWesternSociety’snew-build

GWR2-8-0No. 4709maybewheeledby

Christmas, despitedelays causedby the

Covid-19pandemic.

Richard Croucher, the 4709’s group

chairman, said an agreement to cast

the cylinders was on the way, and

sponsorship for forging a coupling

road has been secured. Once the

frames have arrived at Leaky Finders’

workshop at Hele in Devon, the

cylinders and spring hanger brackets

should be fitted along with the

running boards. The wheelsets are

also due to be delivered fromTyseley

and when they arrive, the chassis will

be wheeled.

Coupling rod forNo. 2007on

the straddlemillingmachine.

STEPHENSON ENGINEERING LTD/

A1SLT

Revival plan for ‘lost’
Wakefield station unveiled
ENTHUSIASTShave launcheda

schemetorevivetheHull&Barnsley

Railway’sUpton&NorthElmsall station

nearWakefield.

The Upton &North Elmsall Railway

groupwas set up onMay 24with

the specific aim to rebuild the

demolished station that will act as a

heritage centre, cafe and shopwith

displays about Upton Colliery, which

was served by the line. A single track

from a newly-built locomotive and

carriage shed is proposed to run

2½miles through Upton Country

Park,Wrangbrooke Junction and

Barnsdale Tunnel, before terminating

at a new halt just before the A1 dual

carriageway at Barnsdale Bar, andwill

be used by steam trains.

The 80-member group also plans to

lay a footpath and cycleway alongside

the railway and hopes to obtain grant

aid from the National Lottery Heritage

Fund and other bodies.

The station last saw passengers in

1932 and the line closed in 1959.

New homes for GCR
‘Barnum’ andHandyman
THENational RailwayMuseumhas

received twobids for unrestored3ft

gaugeHudswell Clarke 0-4-0STNo. 573

of 1900Handyman after itwasdecided

to‘gift’it to amore suitable venue.

Built for the Burton Ironstone

Company in Northamptonshire, it

finished its working life at Scaldwell

Quarry, which ceased operations

in 1963.

Handymanwas then bought by

a group of enthusiasts who saved

it from being scrapped, but the

locomotive was never fully restored

and was eventually acquired by the

NRM in 2008, as an example of the

many thousands of small industrial

steam locomotives that worked all

over the UK.

Policy
However, since a cosmetic restoration

project ended,Handymanhasbeen

stored in adismantled stateonawagon

in theYorkmuseum’sNorthYard for

manyyears.The ScienceMuseum

Group (SMG)has apolicy of transferring

items toothermuseumsandpublic

collections if they arebetter suited to

displayor researchby another public

institutionor if it is a duplicateof an

itemalready in theNational Collection.

TheSMGalreadyhas the similar

standardgaugeBlack,Hawthorn&Co

Ltd, 0-4-0STBauxite atYork.

One of the groups looking to take

Handyman is the Halesworth to

Southwold Narrow Gauge Railway

Society. If a such a move goes ahead,

it will be the seventh locomotive to

be transferred from the collection,

following the moves in recent

years of LSWR T3 4-4-0 No. 563 to

the Swanage Railway (now being

overhauled to working order at

Bill Parker’s Flour Mill workshop at

Bream in the Forest of Dean); GWR

2-8-0 No. 2818 to STEAM at Swindon

(picture, page 82); and Robert

Stephenson & Hawthorns 0-4-0ST

No. 7063 of 1942 Eustace Forth

(picture, page 34).

Disposals
Alsoon the SMG’s latest list of objects

for transfer is 1910-built Great Central

Railway‘Barnum’OpenThird

No.DE320709 (formerly E5666E),

currently stored at theGCR

(Nottingham), anda1920-built GCR

MetropolitanCammell singlebolster

wagonwhichbecameNorthYorkshire

Moors RailwayNo.110, and16Tmineral

wagonNo.ADB192437of 1946,which

was restoredbyHMSSultanapprentices

inOctober 1990.

Furthermore, available for transfer

is LMS 16T ballast plough brake

No. 197266 of 1932 and diesel

electric rail crane No. R1210 made

by Coles Cranes Ltd of Sunderland

in 1955.

Final call for P2
motion backers
THEfirst heavymotion fornew

GresleyP22-8-2No. 2007Prince

ofWales is beingmachined

just six years after the

project’s launch.

Raising the £210,000 funds to

manufacture the heavymotion

has seen around £197,000

already pledged by 164The

Motion Clubmembers.

Mark Allatt, trustee, The

A1 Steam LocomotiveTrust,

said:“We are now seeking to

recruit the last 11members of

TheMotion Club in order to

complete the funding for the

heavymotion.

“Unfortunately, a lack of

resources at our supplier has

been compounded by the social

distancing requirements of

working during the Covid-19

pandemic. This has prevented

the forging of further heavy

motion beyond the four

coupling rods, which have since

been heat treated. However,

machining of the first coupling

rod is nowunderway and

we anticipate Stephenson

(Engineering) Ltd delivering

the heavymotion over the next

year as each rod takes around

100 hours tomachine.”

➜Boilers rolled, andhowto join

TheMotionClub: seepage29.

IN BRIEF
➜HISTORIC Englandhas awarded

£263,000 towards the repair of

Grade II*Wingfield station, built

in 1839/40, and said to be one of

oldest surviving in theworld, on

theMidlandMain Line between

Ambergate andClay Cross. Because

of its national significance, Amber

Valley BoroughCouncil completed

a compulsory purchase and

began repairwork on the building

last year.

➜ ASwe closed for press, more than

£500 had been raised for a private

£1500 appeal towards the final

stages of the overhaul of GWR 4-6-0

No. 6024 King Edward I launched at

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/

tom-whittington-6024 by supporter

TomWhittington, who is planning a

sponsored bike ride fromMinehead

to Bishops Lydeard in September,

to compensate for works time lost

during lockdown.

➜ DINMOREManor Locomotive

Ltd volunteers have been

continuingwith the overhaul of

GloucestershireWarwickshire

Railway-based GWR2-8-0 No. 3850

at homeduring lockdown.Most

of the valve gear, brake gear,

drain cock, dampermechanism

and conduit for Automatic

Train Control has been cleaned

and painted ready to be fitted

once theworks at Toddington

station reopens.

➜ REBUILT Battle of Britain Pacific

No. 34053 Sir Keith Park is to visit the

SpaValley Railway for an extended

stay later this year, after repairs at

Tyseley LocomotiveWorks have

been completed.

➜ THE East Anglian Railway

Museum is set to start the

overhaul of flagship GERN7

0-6-2T No. 69621with the aim

of completing it in time for the

locomotive’s centenary in 2024. It

last ran in 2015.

Species to be found in abundance as Moorsline runs wild!
THENorthYorkshireMoorsRailway is in

therarepositionamongBritain’sheritage

railwaysof lyingalmost totallywithin the

boundariesofanationalpark.

Over the years this has brought

about an increasing awareness of

the rich biodiversity in the flora and

fauna dwellingwithin the confines of

its rail corridor, and also the need to

maintain its boundaries appropriately.

The railway’s volunteers have repaired

several hundred feet of dry stonewall.

As part of theYorkshire’sMagnificent

Journey project, a linesidemanager

has been appointed and an ecology

survey, led by Ecus Ltd, the ecological

consultants hired though theNational

Lottery Heritage Fund grant aid

funding, arranged tomap the habitats

and key species along the lineside. The

survey is really the cornerstone to the

Lineside Conservation Project and it

will provide a database of information

to guide future decisions.

In just two days of work so far,

species recorded on or near the

railway have including roe deer,

adder, common lizard, green

woodpeckers, buzzards, song thrush,

red legged partridge, small copper

butterflies, bees of many species,

froghoppers and a wide range of

wildflowers such as primrose, globe

flower, vetch, bluebells, ramsons,

forget-me-nots, wood anemone and

water avens.
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ByCedricJohns

WHILEmain line tourpromoterswere

countingthecostofbusiness lost

becauseof theCovid-19 lockdown,

thewheelsofheritageandmain line

railway industrycontinuedtoturn in

leafyDevon.

Rob leChevalier,workshop

manager at SouthDevonRailway

Engineering inBuckfastleigh,

revealed that the company’s order

book forwheelsets andboiler

repairs for bothheritage and

commercial operatorswasmore

thanhealthy.

At anygiven time, theworkshops

hold anythingup to100wheels

requiring repairs or turning, the

latest examplebeing the tender

wheels for Locomotive Services

Limited’s LNERA2PacificNo. 60532

BluePeter.

TheA2 is not theonlyCrewe-

basedmain line engine to

benefit fromwork carriedout at

Buckfastleigh.No. 70000Britannia,

No. 46100Royal ScotandNo. 34046

Brauntonare all runningonwheels

given theworkshop’s treatment.

Not that longago, A4No. 60009

UnionofSouthAfrica turnedupat

Buckfastleigh for hotbox repairs

after failing atNewtonAbbottwith a

train toKingswear.

Theboiler shop is currently

overhaulingBullied 4-6-2No. 34023

BlackmoorVale’s firebox, having

dealtwithboiler problems for

No. 34039Boscastle, No. 34028

EddystoneandNo. 34104Hartland.

Besides overhaulingwheelsets for

LondonUndergroundunits, South

DevonEngineeringhasbeenand is

workingon severalmain linediesel

types for classes 37, 47and70.

The companyalso supplies repair

kits forMk. 1 carriage ends.

SouthDevonRailwayEngineeringkeeps themain linewheels turning

Left: Jubilee4-6-0No. 45593Kolhapur leavesBradford

Forster Squarewith theafternoonvans toHeyshamon

March15, 1967. JOHNWHITELEY/VINTAGE TRAINS

Above:Resplendent in LMSmaroon,No. 5593Kolhapur

standshalf outsideTyseleyLocomotiveWorkson

September28, 2018. ROBIN JONES

Tyseley’s JubileeKolhapurback on
main line for 2022 Commonwealth
Games – but your help is needed!
ByRobinJones

PRESERVATION iconLMSJubilee4-6-0

No. 5593Kolhapur is tomakeamain

line comebackaftermore thana third

of a century, tohaulguests to the2022

CommonwealthGames inBirmingham.

Vintage Trains (VT) is to fast track

the locomotive, which became

the second after flagshipWR 4-6-0

No. 7029 Clun Castle to join the

Tyseley stable in October 1967

and went on to become a popular

heritage era main line performer

for many years. The project was

announced online during Tyseley’s

virtual open day on June 27.

Built in 1934 by the North British

Locomotive Company in Glasgow,

it was named Kolhapur after a state

in western India, two years later. It

hauled the train carryingWinston

Churchill on his return from talks in

Liverpool with President Roosevelt

in 1942. Renumbered 45593 by BR on

March 23, 1965, it was transferred to

Leeds Holbeck shed towork railtours

over the Settle to Carlisle line. It was

given a yellow cabsidewarning stripe

to indicate that it was barred from the

electrifiedWest Coast Main Line south

of Crewe, where it was out of gauge.

As part of the BR special trains

programme for the rundown of

steam, Kolhapur received a full

unclassified overhaul at CreweWorks

in December 1965/January 1966.

Kolhapurwas withdrawn in

mid-October 1967 and was bought

straight out of service by 7029 Clun

Castle Limited, being moved in steam

to Tyseley on October 20 that year

and under its new owner hauled

numerous tours. Restored to LMS

maroon livery during the Eighties,

following overhaul it returned to the

national network at the head of the

Duke of Gloucester’s Royal Train from

Tyseley to BirminghamMoor Street

on June 5, 1985.

It last hauled a main line tour in

1987, and ran over the network

for the lasst time in 1988 when it

accompanied GWR 4-6-0 No. 5080

Defiant fromTyseley to thye Severn

Valley Railway. However, it continued

to visit heritage lines and in 1994 it

temporarily assumed the identity

and special livery of scrapped class

pioneer No. 5552 Silver Jubilee for

the 25th anniversary of the heritage

era Great Central Railway, and

that summer also visited the East

Lancashire Railway in that guise. It

also visited the Llangollen raiwlay

and Battfield Line and boilet ticket

ran out at Barrow Hill in 2000.

In recent years, it has appeared

as a static exhibit at Tyseley’s

open weekends.

A VT statement said: “For decades,

there have beenmany requests to

reinstate No. 5593 to its rightful place

on the main line and in particular, in

crimson livery, a nice contrast to GWR

green! The project to do just that is an

ideal way to reinvigorate the whole

Tyseley team following the disruption

of Covid-19.

“Tyseley LocomotiveWorks’ (TLW)

acclaimed engineering team, along

with young apprentices is keen

to deliver it – with the prospect

of VT’s two original locomotives

beside each other on the main

line. VT is already involved in early

discussions with the organisers

of the Commonwealth Games in

Birmingham in 2022 on the provision

of steam-hauled train services

during the games. This locomotive

will be a great ambassador for VT

and the steam railway movement

at this globally-prestigious event as

many of the class were named after

Commonwealth countries.”

One possibility is that Kolhapurmay

haul a special train from Birmingham

to Leamington for the games’

bowling tournament.

“Kolhapurwill be extremely useful

as it is a gauge-friendly/go-almost-

anywhere engine and in its day was

a familiar class onmost of the routes

that VT now runs with its steam

charter programme,”continued

the statement. The engine is in

very goodmechanical condition

considering its time out of service.

However, it will require a complete

strip and rebuild, which TLW is

confident can be achieved in time

for the Commonwealth Games –

funds permitting.”

To raise funds,VThas launched

theKolhapurClubwithamonthly

subscription from just £5.Alternatively,

supporters arebeing invited to sponsor

individual components.

Parts available for sponsorship

include small boiler tubes at

£50; superheater flue tube £180;

superheater flue tube bottle end

£160; superheater elements £875;

firebox crown stay £35; firebox steel

side stay £6.50; firebox copper side

stay £20; steel side stay nut £2.50;

crown stay nut £3.50.

➜ If youwould like tohelp return

No. 5593 to runningorderby

2022, visitwww.kolhapur.co.uk for

more information.
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Grandentrance: Thenewentrance toMangappsRailwayMuseum,part of

a£1millionexpansionat theEssexvisitor attraction. Theawningvalance comes

fromthe formerGERSilvertownstation ineast London,while the ticketoffice

andenquiries sign is aBR(E) original bought fromthe iconicCollectors’ Corner

railwayana store. JOHN JOLLY

Continentsapart:Rollingstock frombothsidesof theAtlantic

settles into itsnewcoveredaccommodationatMangapps

RailwayMuseum.Onthe left isGNR/LNERbrakecomposite

coachNo.4229,whichwasbuilt atDoncaster in1912and

featured in theTVprogrammeGreatRailwayRestorations,

presentedbyPeterSnowat theLlangollenRailway,and

behind isa1981CanadianPacificRailwaycaboose. JOHN JOLLY

Spring clean: June Jolly,wifeofMangappsRailwayMuseum’s John, cleans

thebuildingdustoffMinnieafter its recentmove into themuseum’snewly

completedextension. The former steelworks0-6-0ST, themuseum’soldest

locomotive,wasbuilt in1878byFoxWalker&CoofBristol, and isoneofonly

threeproducedby the company that survive in theUK.Behind is the1882GER

signalbox fromHalesworth inSuffolk. JOHN JOLLY

Endof the line: Class03No. 03089 (ex-D2089) atOldHeath station– theendofMangappsRailway

Museum’s three-quarter-mile standard-gauge line. Themuseumhas recently seen the completion

of a£1millionproject that includesanewcarriage shedandsignificant extensions to themain

museumbuildingand locomotive shed. JUNE JOLLY

Mangapps ‘ready for the off’ says
owner after £1million expansion
ByGeoffCourtney

MANGAPPSRailwayMuseumwillbe

“ready for theoff”whenGovernment

coronavirus rulesallow, following the

completionofa£1millionproject that

has substantially increasedcovered

space for locomotivesandrollingstock,

andtheconstructionofa three-road

150ft-long

carriageshedanda five-road80ft

extension to themuseumitself.

John Jolly, the owner of the working

museum near Burnham-on-Crouch,

in Essex, told Heritage Railway in mid-

June that all the new buildings were

complete other thanminor work in

the 60ft extension to the engine shed.

“We now have sufficient secure

covered space for all our locomotives

andmost historic and delicate

vehicles, and the carriage shed and

museum building is now full of rolling

stock.We are also installing new

museum displays, includingmany

newly acquired items, and relaying

the sidings serving the engine shed.”

The project, which was announced

just a year ago andwill propel the

visitor attraction into amajor player

on the preservation scene, has

also included improved public and

disabled access and alterations to the

layout of themuseum’s three-quarter-

mile standard-gauge line that will

allowmore frequent trains for visitors.

Opening
“Wewill be ready for theoff,whenever

thatmaybe,”said76-year-old John,one

of thepreservationmovement’smost

ebullientpersonalitieswhose railwayana

collectionhousedwithinhisnewly

extendedmuseumismuchadmired.

“It’s all veryexciting,or ratherwouldbe if

only therewasanyprospectofopening

tovisitors in thenear future.”

He added he had hoped to be able

to reopen in August, and possibly

even runMangapps’crowd-pulling

August Bank Holiday gala, but he is

uncharacteristically downbeat about

such a possibility. “Even though some

relaxation of the closure order is

expected in July, the gala looks likely

to be so restricted that the risks and

costs would probably outweigh the

benefits.

“The problem is that we don’t know,

and probably won’t until it’s too late.”

Looking even further ahead, John is

anticipating the return by the end of

the year of Brookfield, whose boiler is

currently being restored at the North

Norfolk Railway.

This ex-Admiralty 0-6-0PT was built

byWG Bagnall of Stafford (works

No. 2613) in 1940, was bought

at auction by RichardMoore in

1983, and is a long-time resident

at Mangapps.

On that seasonal subject, John

said: “Unfortunately, we have no idea

whether, or how, it will be possible to

operate our Santa Specials under the

‘new normal’, and less still whether

steam operations will be practical

under social distancing.”

Themuseumwas founded by John

and his wife June 31 years ago and

namedMangapps Farm Railway, the

name farm being dropped in 2001 as

farming took a back seat and has now

disappeared completely.

Fleet
It is knownwithinpreservationscircles

for its collectionofex-BRdieselswhich

includesClass31Nos.31105 (ex-D5523)

and31233 (D5660),Class47No.47579

JamesNightallG.C., (D1778), currently

at theMid-HantsRailway, fiveClass03

shuntersandaClass04.

Therearealso four industrial steam

locomotives, three industrialdiesels, and

aselectionof formerBRmultipleunits

andLondonTransportTubestock.

Other rolling stock includesmore

than 80 carriages and goodwagons,

the former including representatives

of the GER, the oldest of which dates

from 1864, LNER, LSWR, GNR, SECR,

GWR and BR, and there’s even a 1981

Canadian Pacific Railway caboose.
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AMAJORupgradeandexpansionofthe

BrunelMuseuminRotherhithewillbe

carriedoutbyarchitectsTateHarmer.

The BrunelMuseumReinvented

project will transform the attraction,

based aroundMarc Isambard Brunel’s

Grade II*-listedThamesTunnel Old

Engine House, above the southern

portal, into a‘welcoming and

inclusive visitor attraction and cultural

destination.’

Themuseum is currently split

between the old Engine House and

the original Brunel Sinking Shaft.

A new entrance pavilionwith a

cafe and shopwill be createdwhile

work takes place to revamp the

Engine House into an interpretation,

exhibition, research and archive space.

The recently acquired collection of

Marc Brunel’s original ThamesTunnel

watercolour designswill be placed on

display for the first time.

Four years ago, Tate Harmer created

a newperformance space inside the

museum’s Grade II*-listed Sinking

Shaft, and in doing so reopened the

modernworld’s first tunnel beneath a

waterway’s entrance hall to the public

for the first time in 150 years.

Once the plans for the newproject

are finalised themuseumwill apply

for the £1.4million of grant aid to

complete the project by 2024.

The 1300ft ThamesTunnel was built

between 1825-43 to link Rotherhithe

withWapping on the north side of

the river.

Originally designed for horse-drawn

carriages, it ended up being used

only by pedestrians, andwhile not

a financial success, it was hailed as

the eighthwonder of theworld by

the American travellerWilliamAllen

Drew,who remarked:“No one goes to

Londonwithout visiting the tunnel.”

The EngineHousewas built to house

machinery for draining the tunnel,

whichwas fitted outwith lighting,

roadways and spiral staircases during

1841–42. In 1869, it was converted

into a railway tunnel for use by the East

London linewhich, since 2010, has

been part of the LondonOverground

railway network.

Tate Harmer partner JerryTate said:

“The BrunelMuseum is an unusual

mix of powerful industrial heritage

surrounded by an unexpectedly

verdant and compelling landscape on

the end of theThamesTunnel.

“The project will cement the

museum’s position as a key cultural

heritage project for Southwark and

south London, aswell as a fantastic

learning and engagement resource

and community space for Rotherhithe.”

Museum trustees chairmanDana

Skelley said:“The team combines an

outstanding knowledge of the site

and unparalleled heritage expertise

for a site that remains deeply

Architects appointed for Brunel Museum revamp

Artist’s impressionof the revamped

BrunelMuseum inRotherhithe.

TATE HARMER

Young
engineer
completes
‘Baby Deltic’
overhaul
DIESELhydraulicD5905CityofDerby

isall set fora returntoaction–afteran

overhaulwasmastermindedby23-years-

oldengineerTroyTrevains.

In late-2016, Cornwall’s 15in-

gauge LappaValley Railway bought

the locomotive from the defunct

Markeaton Park Light Railway

in Derby, alongwith that line’s

rolling stock.

Built at Markeaton Park in 2003, this

much-loved re-creation of a‘Baby

Deltic’arrived at St Newlyn East in

poor condition, becomingmore and

more unreliable.

In February 2019, it was decided to

withdraw the locomotive for amajor

rebuild – and thenTroy set to work.

Experience
Troy joinedLappaValley inearly-2016

afterbeingmaderedundant fromhis job

working in IT,his firstcareerchoice.

Hewasalreadyfamiliarwith railways,

havingbeenavolunteerontheBodmin

&WenfordRailway fora fewyears. Itwas

therewherehemet currentLappaValley

operationsmanagerBenHarding.

Ben said:“The overhaul of City of

Derbyhas been an interesting, long

process in whichTroy has led the

project from start to finish.

“The first major project was to

construct brand new bogies a for the

loco.

“This sawTroywork closely with

Joseph Hawkins, another 23-year-

old self-employed engineer from

Launceston.

“This was only the start, asmajor

structural strengthening of the

locomotive frames and rebuilding

of the bodywork took place, a brand

new enginemounting systemwas

designed and built, a complete new

engine and hydraulic cooling system

built, new fuel system and fuel tank,

new dashboard and controls in both

cabs, a complete rewire, new livery

and then of course, testing.

“Helpwas only requiredwith

the rewire of the locomotive and

construction of the fuel tank, but the

majority of thework was carried out

byTroy himself.”

Ben added:“Troy has done a

wonderful jobwith the overhaul. It

is a real credit to what young people

can achieve and it now joins the roster

of locomotives working on the 15in-

gauge line at the railway.

“We have been extremely lucky

to be able to have kept a core team

working during the pandemic, which

has enabled us to get on top of

several jobs that were on the‘wish list’,

including further track relaying!”

City ofDerby is now resplendent in

the LappaValley’s take on BR green

with half yellow ends.

➜Fordetailsof therailway’s reopening

after theCovid-19 lockdown,visitwww.

facebook.com/LappaValleyCornwall/or

www.lappavalley.co.uk

symbolic of past, as well as future

engineering endeavour.”

Themuseumopened in 1975 and

currently attracts around 35,000

visitors a year.

CityofDerbywith itsnewlyapplied

vinyl insigniason June10. LVR

TroyTrevainswithBabyDelticCityofDerbyon theLappaValleyRailway. LVR
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THEcampaigntoreunite thetwo

heritageeraGreatCentral railways

has takenanother leapforward

with£170,000bankedtowards

thenextphaseofwork.

Already£3millionhasbeen

spent onanewbridgeover

theMidlandMain Line at

Loughboroughand restoring

the existingheritagebridgeover

the canal.Thenext twobridges

tobebuilt, across a local factory

car park and road,will cost a

further £3million.

Reunifying theGCRwith the

GCR (Nottingham)will create an

18-mile heritagemain line in the

heart of theUK.

Andy Fillingham, chairmanof

the Friendsof theGreat Central

Main Line, said:“We’re delighted

andhumbled in suchuncertain

times that people have chosen

to support Reunification. It

is a big vision and requires a

lot of support from thewhole

railway community.We remain

sograteful and indeed, it is

onlywith everyone’s help this

canhappen.”

Meanwhile, online talks to

promoteReunificationhave

becomeapopular fundraiser

themselves. Broadcaster

and journalistTom Ingall has

beenhosting75-minute, fully

illustratedpresentations using

the video call programme

Zoom. People subscribing to

watchhavenowcontributed

thousandsof pounds to the

appeal. Another talk has now

beenannounced for Sunday,

July 28,with theonlinemeeting

openingat 7pmand the talk

commencing at 7.15pm.

Support
To signup, visitwww.gcrailway.

co.uk/unify andmakea

minimum£10donation.There is

amaximumnumberofpeople

whocan join themeeting, soan

early sign-up is essential.

Also, the site gives supporters

the chance to takeout a

standingorder for a regular

contribution. Andy said:“If

everyone readingwas able to

make a smallmonthly standing

order donationof just £12we

will be ready tobuild again all

the sooner.”

Friends of theGCRMain

Linehas announcedanew

fundraisingbook, about the

Reunificationproject, to be

published this autumn.

GCReunification
appealhits £170k
–butmuchmore
is needed

BR2MT2-6-2TNo. 41312entersMedstead&FourMarkswitha train from

Alresfordduring theCovid-19 trainingweekend.DAVE RYDING

Class50No. 50027Lionworked three round trips starting

fromAltoneachdayof the trainingevent.DAVE RYDING

Thomas (HunsletNo. 3781of1952)operated three round

trips fromAlresfordwitha shortgoods comprising three

boxvansand twobrakevans.DAVE RYDING

Mid-Hants runs Covid-19
training ahead of return
ByGarethEvans

ASpartof its preparations for reopening,

theMid-HantsRailway (MHR)operateda

coronavirus trainingweekendon

June20/21. Systemswere testedand

staffwere familiarised in the revised

methodsofworking inaccordance

withguidance fromtheORR (Office

ofRail andRoad), the industry’s

safety regulator.

“The reasoning was two-fold – a

refresh of competencies and to

get staff back into the swing of

things, but also to have a dry run

‘behind closed doors’ for some of the

measures we’re putting in place for

Covid-19,”Richard Bentley, operations

manager told Heritage Railway.

“That includes for example,

cleaning regimes and working

out what issues social distancing

will cause us – primarily from a

staffing perspective.

“Feedback from the staff indicated

the opportunity to get a feel for it

without the presence of the public

was welcomed, so that when we do

reopen on Saturday, July 11, they’ve

got the confidence to knowwhat

they’re going into.

Competency
“Thankfully,wedidn’t noticeany

skill fade.We’re fortunate froma

competencyperspectiveaswe ran

quite an intensive service inFebruary for

the reopeningof theAlton-Medstead

sectionandourFlyingScotsmanevent.

Almost all our staff havecarriedout a

duty this year.

“We’ve been running Class 47

No. 47579 James Nightall G.C. twice

a week throughout lockdown on

different days at varying times to

keep track circuits clear and to deter

trespass and vandalism. It’s reminded

the public that the railway is very

much alive. Undoubtedly, it’s kept us

in a better place – we’ve weedkilled

the track and flailed sections of the

lineside too.”

A two-train service ran on both

days of the training weekend.

Class 50 No. 50027 Lionworked

three round trips starting from

Alton. BR 2MT 2-6-2T No. 41312 ran

three round trips from Alresford and

Thomas (Hunslet 0-6-0T No. 3781 of

1952) operated three return journeys

from Alresford with a short goods

comprising three box vans and two

brake vans.

Richard added: “A lot of goodwill

was generated. Local residents

posted positive feedback on social

media to the effect that it was nice to

see the railway running.”

Turning to what form public

services will take when they

recommence, Richard said:

“We’ve had to adapt to meet the

rules.We hope we’ll be seen as

primarily an outdoor attraction

and it’s somewhere safe to come.

Reassurance is key.

“Passengers will be required to

prebook, with allocated seating

onboard. In a TSO carriage, alternate

tables will be blocked off to

maintain the distance and we’ll run

whatever compartment stock we

have available.

“It will be a case that you’re on a set

train with an itinerary to follow for

the day.We will aim to offer a trip and

time round and a 45-minute layover

at Ropley. It’s not a full guided tour,

but an itinerary.

Motive power
“We’ll runacoupleof those trips from

either end,with cleaning inbetween.

When the train returns to its originating

point, passengerswill leave, then there’s

agapbefore thenextgrouparrives,

whenaheavycleanwill beundertaken,

ready for thenextdeparture.”

As for motive power, steam

diagrams will initially be worked

by No. 41312 and BR 4MT 2-6-0

No. 76017. Urie S15 No. 506 is

currently stopped for a washout and

annual exam. Also available for traffic

are No. 925 Cheltenham and Thomas.

Diesel diagrams will be handled

by No. 50027, with Class 20 D8059

also available for traffic as required.

No. 47579 is now stopped for

maintenance for a few weeks.
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Council backs project to build
Stockton&Darlington replica
PLANS tobuildaworking replica

ofTimothyHackworth’spioneering

Stockton&DarlingtonRailway

0-6-0RoyalGeorge, in time for the

world’s firstpublic steam-operated

line’s 2025bicentenary, havebeen

boostedbya£4700grant for a

feasibility study.

The replicawill be built under

the auspices of the Friends of the

Stockton&Darlington Railway

and could cost up to £500,000.

Funding for the study has

come fromDarlington Borough

Council and it will be carried

out by Rob Shorland-Ball,

whowas deputy head of the

National RailwayMuseumand

development project director

from1987-94. Amuseums and

heritage consultant, he has family

connections to the area through

which the line ran.

Background
TimothyHackworth’sRoyalGeorge

wasconstructed in1827, using

theboiler froma far less successful

four-cylinderChittaprat,built for

the linebyRobertWilson&Co the

previousyear.RoyalGeorgewas the

mostpowerful locomotiveof its

day. It hadadirectdrive fromthe

cylinders to thewheels, and itwas

thefirst locomotivewith threeaxles

coupledbyoutside coupling rods.

Thefirst conventionally six-wheel

coupled locomotive, it is historically

important as the forerunnerof

theBritish0-6-0 freight engines.

It remained in serviceon the line

until 1840.

CarolineHardie, editor of the

Friends’magazineTheGlobe, said

that it is likely that the replica

will be built by an engineering

firmwith additional specialist

support.“However, we have asked

that the feasibility study look at

an educational legacy by giving

youngpotential engineers an

opportunity to learn engineering

skills via this project,”she said.

“This doesn’t preclude the use

of volunteers.

Fundraising
“Wewill alsobeputtinggargantuan

efforts into fundraisingand

highlighting theproject, alongwith

otherplans for 2025.”

Passenger coaches to run

behind RoyalGeorgemight cost a

further £100,000.

AnA4 sized print of the painting

Royal GeorgeDelivers by railway

artist Stephen Bainbridge has

been produced for the Friends.

It is also available as a set of six

greetings cards. Proceeds from

the sale of this print, available at

www.therailwaystation.shopwill

go towards the replica.

More details about the Friends

can be found atwww.sdr1825.

co.uk

Tribute to Quainton’s Dave Potter
ByDennisMurray

DAVEPotter, a vicepresidentof

QuaintonRailwaySociety, operatorof

theBuckinghamshireRailwayCentre,

diedat theageof 77on June16.

Dave was born in, lived in and

worked in Aylesbury all his life.

Leaving school at 15, Dave worked

for a local motor garage before

joining the family printing business,

taking it over after his dad retired.

He ran it until the mid-1990s, when

he became the stock controller for

a local motor accessories company

until he retired in 2003.

He joined the society in 1973,

when the site at Quainton had been

occupied for four years. His first jobs

involved steam cleaning, and when

the first building was erected on site,

Dave was placed in control of the

new engineering stores.

Elected to the management

committee in 1979, he served as

chairman for five years. He served as

society secretary from 1992-2010.

He once owned Peckett 0-4-0ST

No. 1756 of 1928 Hornpipe and with

the help of friends, restored it to

running order. Along with his wife

Bev, he had also been involved in

running the very successful annual

pre-1978 vehicle rally since about

1980. More recently, Dave was the

curator of the small relics museum for

five years and was one of the small

teamwho successfully achieved

formal museum accreditation for the

society and the centre.

He was made a vice president in

2018, a post he was delighted with

and very proud to hold.

Dave was the true face of steam

railway preservation. He was

passionate, in it purely for the

love of steam and the creation,

development and betterment of the

Railway Centre. He was always the

calming voice of reason and very

well respected. Dave was that ‘go to’

person for successive management

teams because of his knowledge of

the history of the society and site.

He was the one piece of continuity

through the various Quainton

management teams for over 40 years.

He leaves behind his wife of 39

years Bev, the longstanding society

membership secretary.

DavePotteron the footplate.ADRIAN
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Bid to save Wicksteed
Park gathers pace
ANonlineappeal tosaveKettering’s

WicksteedPark–said tobetheoldest

themepark inBritain,andwhichhashad

itsown2ftgaugerailwaysince1931–

hadraisedmorethan£120,000aswe

closedforpress.

Opened in 1921 by industrialist

CharlesWicksteed, on June 15 the

Wicksteed Charitable Trust announced

thatWicksteed Park Ltd had gone into

administrationwith the loss of 115

full and part-time jobs threatening

the future of the attraction. The park

was said to have undergone“months

of uncertainty and difficulty”and

“huge financial strain”because of the

Covid-19 pandemic.

While the individual attractions are

closed, the park has remained open

and operating through a new smaller

trading company formed by a small

group of employees backed by the

trust, andwhich plans to reopen

the park fully after next spring for its

100th anniversary.

The railwaywas the last feature to

be added during the lifetime of the

park’s founder andwas supported

by the Friends of theWicksteed

Park Railway.

Trust chairmanOliverWicksteed,

grandson of the founder, said:“We are

all devastated.”

➜Theappeal to save thepark can

be foundatwww.justgiving.com/

wicksteedcharitabletrust

Under strict social distancing

andsanitised conditions, Valeof

BerkeleyRailwayvolunteershave

restarted their efforts toprepare

for the reopeningof theBerkeley

Road toSharpnessbranch line.

Workprogresseson several projects

including thenewcabin forDarlington

BRbrakevanB954990 , theLister

diesel engine for the jacker-packer

trackmaintenancemachinewhichhas

been restored to fullworkingorder,

andpictured, the relocked three-lever

ground frame intended forBerkeley

and the restorationof the standard

GWR8ft x6ft ground framehut

salvaged fromaFromebackgarden.

VOBR

The Brighter Steam
NewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk
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Someof the18Mk.3coachesbought fromPorterbrookLeasingat theMid-Norfolk

Railway’sWymondhamAbbey loop. IANMCDONALD/MNR

Mid-Norfolkbuys 18 coaches in
historic dealwithPorterbrook
ByRobinJones

THEMid-NorfolkRailway (MNR)

hasbought18Mk.3carriages from

PorterbrookLeasing inwhatmayhave

been thebiggest singleacquisition

of coachingstock in thehistoryof the

heritagesector.

The coaches have just been

withdrawn from Abellio Greater

Anglia service on the London to

Norwichmain line following the

introduction of new Stadler Rail-built

Class 745/0 and 755 FLIRTmultiple

unit replacements.

Abellio Greater Anglia had

previously funded a £3million rolling

stock storage facility close to the

line’s Kimberley Park station for the

storage of the new Swiss-built Class

745/0 units, the first of which entered

service on January 8.

Original seating
TheMk.3swill beusedondiesel-hauled

service trainsand later this year for the

MNR’splannedPolarExpress services,

basedontheHollywoodanimation

blockbuster starringTomHanksanda

hugesuccessofheritage lines thathave

run them.

TheMNR has immediately begun

work on returning the coaches to

their original seating configuration,

ByMartinCreese

THErailwayfraternityhasbeen

mourningthedeathofrenowned

photographerPeterJCSkelton,who

collapsedanddiedafterasuspected

heartattackwhileoutwalkingwithhis

wifeDanuta onJune13.

Peter’s imagesgraced the railway

press formanyyears, andhewas

widely regardedasone the foremost

photographersofhis generation.

Superb set
Hisnamecametomyattentionwitha

superbsetof imagesatBewdleyone

snowyweekendintheearlyEighties.

Peter’s interestswerenotconfined

tojustUKsteam–hetravelled

extensivelyandparticipatedinmany

overseassteamtours.

NickPigott, consultant editor of

our sister titleTheRailwayMagazine,

recalled thatononeof these trips

Peterhadabrushwithdeathwhile

inSouthAfrica in July1990,when

standingby the lineside, a coupling

rodof a locomotive flewoff and

missedhimbya few inches.

What is lesswell appreciated is

thatPeterwasalsoanexpertprinter

ofblackandwhite images.Aquick

look in IvoPeters’Somerset&Dorset

books reveals Peter as theonewho

got theverybest fromhis images.

Peter’s long-time friendMikeTyack

echoes sentiments thatwereechoed

ineveryonlinepost after his passing

wasannounced:“I firstmet Skelly

some25years agowhen Imoved to

Gloucestershire.

“It didn’t takehim long to joinmy

China trips andhehasbeena loyal

supporter of absolutely everything

that I haveorganisedever since, both

overseas and in theUK.

“More importantly, hewasoneof

thosepeople that itwasa joy tohave

alongwithyou–hewasdelighted

tobe invited, tookeverythingas it

came,nevermoanedandalways

supportedyou ineverydecision that

youmade.

“Hewas someone that youknew

youcouldalways relyon tonotgive

yougriefwhen thingswerenot

goingaccording toplan.

“Hecertainly knewhowtouse

a camera. Like99%of railway

photographers, heembraced

newtechnology just as soonas it

appearedandhealwaysknewwhat

wasbest, andbought it; I neverdid

quiteworkout sometimeshowhe

couldafford it!Having said that,

he still kept aMamiya645 inhis

backpackandcontinued to take

transparencies.

“Thebigholehehas left is there

is no-onenowwhounderstands, or

appreciates, blackandwhite in the

way thatPetedid.

“I remember recentlyhim telling

me thathehadgotholdof aglass

plateblackandwhitenegativeofThe

GreatBear insideOldOakCommon.

He showedme the scanand itwas

stunningafterhehad tweaked it.

Kind, decent, humble
“Youcouldnothavemetakinder,

moredecent,morehumbleperson

thanSkellyanditwasaprivilegeto

havehimasafriend.

“Whatever lifethrewathim,he

alwayshadasmileonhis faceandwas

happyjust to‘bethere’.”

At the timeofhisdeath, Peterwas

presidentof theTewkesburyYMCA

RailwaySociety, ofwhichhehad

beenamember formore than30

years.

His funeralwill beaprivate family

onebecauseofCovid-19 restrictions.

However, someofhisphotographer

colleaguesarehoping toholda

memorial service later in theyear.

by removing the high-density,

airline-style seats and replacing them

with sets of four seats around a table

for the whole coach on either side of

the central aisle.

MNR trust chairman Charlie

Robinson said: “This is an important

day for the railway, as the revenue

we receive from our Polar Express

experience forms a vital part of the

railway’s income that ultimately pays

for the railway.

“The acquisition of the coaches has

come at a difficult time, but it was an

opportunity we could not miss for the

long-term future of the railway.

“The refurbished coaches, with

the return to the original seating

arrangement, will make the

vehicles significantly more family

friendly and will, we hope, enhance

the Polar Express experience for

our passengers.”

Polar Express update
Theconfirmation that this year’sMNR

PolarExpresswill runonasuccession

ofdatesbetweenNovember14and

December23 is seenasakeystep in the

gradualprocessof reopening the railway

topassengers following lockdown.

Asweclosed forpress theMNRwas

planning to runservices inAugustusing

all-compartment stock tomaintain

socialdistancing, inaccordancewith the

relevantCovid-19guidanceat the time.

MNR Polar Express ticket sales have

been extremely successful so far,

and the railway is ring-fencing the

money raised against any last-minute

coronavirus issues that would prevent

the trains running, to assure all

passengers that in such an event the

ticket price will be refunded.

Tickets are now on sale at: www.mid

norfolkthepolarexpressride.com

Elsewhere, Tyseley-basedVintage

Trains, operator of the only main

line Polar Express, has cancelled this

year’s series because of the pandemic,

while the Telford Steam Railway (TSR),

which has derived a huge slice of its

annual income from the event, has

also called it off.

TSR director Jemma Gough said:

“Due to the size of our site and our

platforms, we cannot safely manage

social distancing for the event.

“The way our carriages are laid out

means that every other table would

need to be empty, which impacts on

ticket sales.”

However, theWensleydale Railway

is going full steam ahead with its

Polar Express, withmore than £9000

worth of tickets sold at https://

yorkshiredalesthepolarexpressride.

com as we closed for press.

Tributespaid toPeter Skelton–masterofmonochrome

MasterphotographerPeter Skelton.

PETER ROSIER
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‘Clocking in’ at historic
Wemyss Bay station
ByHughDougherty

HOLIDAYMAKERSandrailwayenthusiasts

lookingforaccommodationwithaview

oftrainsandferrieswillsoonbeableto

‘clockin’atScotland’shistoricWemyss

Baystation.

It’sall thankstoa£5000grantfromthe

LandmarkTrust,acharitywhichrestores

holisticbuildingsforuseasholidaylets.

Themoney is being used to fund

a feasibility study on restoring a flat

in the station’s clock tower, originally

used for staff accommodation, to offer

stays at the iconic A-listed, Caledonian

Railway station and steamer pier.

It was designedby Scottish railway

architect JamesMiller, andnow

expertly looked after by the Friends of

Wemyss Bay Station.

The 1903-built stationwas designed

to replace an earlier station andpier

whichwas destroyedby fire.

TheCaledonian Railway designed

the new structure to handle the vast

crowds of Glasgowholidaymakerswho

sailed‘Doon theWatter’on theClyde’s

railway steamers to destinations such

as Rothesay, Largs andArdrishaig.

The stationwas recognised as a

historic structureby theBritish Railways

Board and extensively restored in 1994,

while further restoration of the station-

to-ship coveredwalkwaywas carried

out in 2016.

It is today servedby ScotRail trains

fromGlasgow,with Caledonian

MacBrayne ferries operating to

Rothesay; it is the only Clyde station

andpier to survive in service.

Greg Beecroft, of the Friends of

Wemyss Bay Station, said:“We are very

pleasedwith the idea. By far the best

thing to happen to any building is for it

to be used and I’m sure that peoplewill

have an interesting time staying there.

“I don’t knowof another station,

clock tower flat of this kind, so itwould

provide a unique, railway heritage,

holiday experience.”

RailwayHeritageTrust executive

director Andy Savage said:“Wewill

nowbeworkingwith the Landmark

Trust on a feasibility study as a first step

towards a full restoration project.”

Network Rail is also replacing the

tower clock’smechanismwith an

electric drive, whichwill eliminate an

access ladder that leads to the clock

from the flat.

Hudswell, Clarke0-4-0STNo. 750of1906Waleswood is seen inactionat the

ChasewaterRailwayon June13– the first steamon the line since January. It

moved fromtheNorthamptonshire IronstoneRailwayTrust last September, and

was running-inaftermaintenance. Itwasalsobeingusedaspart of theprocess

toget the railway for reopening,making sureeverything ready, andeveryone is

up-to-dateon their competences. The fireman iswearinga facemask, thenew

uniformfor footplate crews.ALISTAIR GRIVE

WemyssBay stationwith its clock tower. The flatwindows canbe seenabove the

ground floor.HUGHDOUGHERTY

New cylinder blocks for
Bradley Manormachined

The replacement cylinderblocks for

BradleyManor.SVR

MACHININGof thenewly cast

replacement cylinder blocks for Severn

Valley Railway-basedGWR4-6-0

No. 7802BradleyManorhasprogressed

despite lockdown.

The machining in May followed

heat treating to de-stress the new

castings, saving considerable time

compared to traditional means of

curing large castings.

The blocks were being machined at

Roach Precision Engineering Ltd of

Brierley Hill, with delivery expected

in July, followed by fitting

and reassembly at Tyseley

LocomotiveWorks, which is

moving towards a phased restart of

engineering work.

Farewell to JesseMoody: theman
whosavedNo. 850LordNelson
ByCedricJohns

WHENSteamtownatCarnforth

closedin1997,theNationalRailway

Museum’s(NRM)Maunsell4-6-0

No.850LordNelsonwasleft facingan

uncertainfuture,especiallyas itsmain

linecertificatehadexpired.

LordNelson’s fatewasacauseof

concern forHarryFrith, apopular

EastleighWorksengineerand

memberof theEastleighRailway

PreservationSociety.

Sadly,henever lived toseehis

hopeof returning theengine to

main line steam,buthis friend

JesseMoody,whodiedaged67

inOaklandHouseCareHome,

Eastleigh,onApril 23, tookup

theproject.

Jesse reachedanagreementwith

theNRM,onbehalfof thesociety, to

moveNo.850back toEastleigh for

overhaul.

Hehadpreviously runhisown

MOT-approvedcar testinggarage,

andusinghisbusinessexperience

arranged for it tobemoved freeof

chargeby road inAugust1997.

Poor condition
Theboilerwasinpoorcondition,

andworkonrestoringitbegan

inthesociety’sshedinsidethe

Eastleighyard.

Theprojectwas ledby Jesse,his

wifeandpersonal assistantCarol,

and technical advisorBarryEden,

the formerchairmanof the

Mid-HantsRailwayPreservation

Society.Theywereassistedby

aHeritageLotteryFundgrant

andvarious sponsorships.

Restorationwas finally completed

in2007whenLordNelson returned

toCarnforth foraproving run

aroundtheWestCoast circuit.

Retuningsouth,No.850hauled

several railtoursbefore failing

atWestburywhenheadinga

‘Cathedrals Express’back toLondon,

andsubsequentlymovedtoRopley.

After running fora shortperiod

onMid-Hants’metals, the4-6-0 is

nowawaitinga return toaction

atRopley.

Skilful engineer
CliveUpton,owneroftheEastleigh

LakesideSteamRailway(ELSR),

paidtributetohim:“Therailway

preservationmovementhaslostone

of itsmostenigmaticcharacterswith

thepassingofJesseMoody.

“Hewasaskilfulengineer,always

happytoofferadvice,andalthough

hewasdifficulttogettoknow–

havingarathercolourfulturnof

phraseforthosehedidn’tgetonwith

–onceheacceptedyou,onehada

friendfor life.

“Jesse,whowasa fully-qualified

main lineFTR inspector,will be

missedbymanystandard-gauge

groupsandbyeveryoneatELSR

forwhichheoversawrestoration

andnewbuildsof severalof

its locomotives.”
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HRA report: “BackWest Somerset
plc board – or buy a bike”
ByRobinJones

AHARD-hittingHeritageRailway

Association report intocurrent issuesat

theWest SomersetRailwayhasbacked

thecurrentplcboardas“theonly viable

game in town”.

JohnBailey,who compiled the report,

said:“There are fundamental defects

in thepresent fundraising structure.

Although theWest Somerset Railway

Association (WSRA), has commendably

supported theplc by financing rail

replacement, at theplc’s request, it

remains the case that it is theWSRA that

decideswhat funds raisedwill be spent

on. Indeed,were that not the case it

wouldbe abreachof its charitable

status. However, spendingpriorities

shouldbedictatedbybusiness need.

“I sense that there are thosewithin the

WSRA,possibly inpositionsof influence,

whogenuinelybelieve the railway

shouldbeonadifferentpathand that

they arebetter suited toguiding its

future. At itsmost extreme it seemsas if

theremight evenbeadesire to see the

plc and its currentmanagement fail. It

manifests itself in suggestions that the

railway shouldbe run in analternative

more collegiate fashionwithgreater

member influence, or even control.

“To thosewhoaspire to thedemiseof

theplc, and its current board, I canonly

saybe carefulwhat youwish for. If the

plc fails andgoes into administration

or liquidation its lendingbankholds

security over all theplc’s physical assets.

An administrator or liquidator acting for

thebank couldnot realistically sell the

business as a heritage railway.

“The essential operating licence

lies within the plc andwould not be

transferable. It doesn’tmatter how

much expertise theremay be in the

WSRA or elsewhere. It would be

impossible to have a new licensed

structure in place in time to keep the

operation afloat.

Cyclepath
“In the event of the demise of the plc

the obvious course for the bank (who

owe a fiduciary duty to their own

shareholders) would be to rip up the

track for scrap, turn the trackbed into

a no-doubt very attractive cyclepath

which could provide a substitute

andmore environmentally-friendly

tourist attraction.

“Myadvice to thosewhowish to see

thebackof thecurrentplcmanagement

mustbe–back themorbuyabike!

Whetherornotpeople likeor approve

of thecurrentmanagementof theplc

theyare theonly viablegame in town.

Withacombinedplc shareholding

of around20%the twocharity

shareholders andSomersetCounty

Council arenot inaposition to influence

ordictate thedirectionof theplc.Were

it not for thecurrentboardof theplc

the railwaywould inall probability

alreadyhaveceased toexist.They took

onan insolventbusiness and turned

it roundsoat least it hasa fighting

chanceof surviving the lockdown.

Insteadofpersonal attacks theydeserve

recognition forwhathasbeenachieved

and, aboveall, support in future.”

Steps are currently underway to re-

establish thePartnershipDevelopment

Groupof theWSR‘family’(theDiesel

andElectric PreservationGroup,

Somerset&Dorset RailwayTrust (SDRT),

WSRA , theplc,West Somerset Steam

RailwayTrust (WSSRT) and the Friends

of the Stations groups) togetherwith

local authorities forwho the railway is a

keypart of the tourist economy.

A plc statement said that it

“warmlywelcomes the report’s

recommendations and intends to

commence a consultation process

with its own shareholders. The

consultationwill specifically cover

the recommendation to consider the

creation of a new incorporated charity,

where the charity owns the physical

assets and contracts with a controlled

subsidiary to run the railway.

“The charity could set broad strategic

objectives for theoperating company,

but the subsidiary’s boardwouldbe

free,within thoseobjectives, to operate

thebusiness against a requirement to

generate annual surpluses tobepaid

over to the charity. A keypart of any

transitionprocesswouldbe to secure

agreement fromplc shareholders

to vote in favour of exchanging

transferable shares formembershipof a

charitywith appropriate voting rights."

Discussion
AWSRstatement said:“Weare

verygrateful to JohnBailey for the

comprehensive report andwise

comments. Clearly, the changes

suggestedwill be challenging, andneed

to involve thewillingparticipationof

the railway family.WewelcomeJohn’s

offer to facilitate a familydiscussionas a

first stageandurgeallmembersof the

family to takeup theoffer.”

Meanwhile, initial talks havebeen

heldbetween theplc and theSDRT to

discuss the futureofWashford station.

TheSDRhasbeengivenayear’s notice

toquit the station, theplc citing safety

issues that visitors had reported to the

Officeof Rail andRoad. In late June, plc

chairman Jonathan Jones-Pratt said the

twoparties hadan initial teleconference

meeting, facilitatedby theHRA, anda

sitemeetingwouldnowtakeplace.

He said:“A frank and constructive

review of each party’s objectives

included confirmation of a need to

urgently discuss the long-term future

of the trust’s 7F 2-8-0 No. 53808,

currently hired to theWSR. Both

parties share the desire to achieve a

mutually-satisfactory outcome.”

THREEpannier tanks fromtwoheritage

lines thatwill notbe reopening this

summerareavailable forhire.

West Somerset Railway plc

chairman Jonathan Jones-Pratt has

offered his 1951-builtWR 0-6-0PT

No. 9466 for use on other lines this

year and next because of the spring

and early summer lockdown closure

of the GloucestershireWarwickshire

Railway, where it had been due to run

this year. “It would be a shame to see

the engine not being used,”he said.

Any line wishing to hire No. 9466

is invited to email jon@jjpholdings.

co.uk

Following its decision to not open

this summer, the Bodmin &Wenford

Railway has offered its resident GWR

0-6-0PTs Nos. 4612 and 6435 for hire.

The line has retained Bagnall

Austerity 0-6-0ST No. 2766 of 1944

for use in crew familiarisation or

private events.

➜Anyvenue interested inhiring

eitherpannier is invited to contact

DavidNelson-Brownondavid.

nelson@bodminrailway.co.uk

WR0-6-0PT

No. 9466 is seen in

actionat the

Buckinghamshire

RailwayCentreon

March3, 2019. It is

nowavailable for

hire. ROBIN JONES

Newplcdirector‘will bringWest SomersetRailwaygroups closer together’

Three panniers on offer for hire due to Covid-19 closures

STEVEWilliamshasbeenappointed

asadirectorofWest Somerset

Railwayplc inabid toboost

collaborationbetween the line’s

‘familymembers’.

He has been a volunteer for

around 12 years and previously

held the post of plc planning

director until 2017.

Subsequently, he has been

company secretary of theWest

Somerset SteamRailwayTrust,

being appointed vice-chairman

last year.

Steve has a lifetime’s experience

in NHSmanagement and as a

management consultant, and lives

in nearbyOake. Hewill continue to

be a trusteewith the steam trust.

His appointment strengthens

the plc boardmembership

to six, and he brings skills in

organisational development,

planning and partnerships. It is

seen as an innovative approach

to strengthening collaborative

work across the railway and using

experienced people to benefit its

wider needs.

Both the plc and the trust were

conscious of the potential for

conflicts of interest and, following

discussion, were satisfiedwith the

governance arrangements, butwill

review the situation in sixmonths.

WSR chairman Jonathan Jones-

Pratt said: “I ampleased that Steve

has agreed to join us and know

thatwewill benefit greatly fromhis

professionalism and expertise.”
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Super spring spruce-up at Swanage

SouthofCorfeCastle –andwith thehistoric ruinsof themedieval castledominating– theSwanageRailway’spermanent

waymanagerBarry Light checksand tightens fishplateboltsduringa regular inspectionof theheritage line’s trackon

June5.Hauling the shortworks train isD3591–oneof the line’s twoClass08 shunters –whichwasbuilt at Crewe in1958and

aPurbeck resident since1986.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

ByRobinJones

THESwanageRailway (SR)hasused

theenforcedspringandearlysummer

closedseasontocarryoutessential

maintenanceandalsogivethePurbeck

lineaspruceup inpreparation for theday

whenpassengers return.

Thework was part of the SR’s plans

to restart services on July 11, after

the Government’s Covid-19 rules

were eased.

During the lockdown, 26 of the

railway’s 32 full-time staff were

furloughed, with the remaining

six ‘holding the fort’ ready for the

Government’s June 23 announcement

thatmany of the restrictions, which

prevented services running, were to

be lifted.

June also saw volunteers slowly

allowed back to help, while the

railway’s £360,000 appeal at www.

saveourservice.co.uk which is

designed to compensate for the loss

of vital income from fares and retail

outlets during lockdown, in the face

of the uncertainty of the high summer

holiday season, is aiming to help

balance the books.

Above: Signalling technicianFraserWhite,who joined the

SwanageRailwayasavolunteer in the late-1970s, carries

outmaintenanceworkon the1898-built Tyer’s single

line tabletmachine inSwanage signalboxon June4. The

machine controls the five-mile single line toCorfeCastle

when the ’boxatHarman’sCross station, threemiles to the

west, is lockedout. TheTyer’s tabletmachinewas in the

original Swanage ’box from1898until itwas closedbyBR

in June, 1967.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Oneof theSwanageRailway’s two road-rail vehicles cuts

embankmentgrass southofCorfeCastle stationon June9.

Thiswas the spotwhereBritishRail’s demolition contractors

Eagre&Companyof Scunthorpe started track liftingon the

SwanagebranchonMonday, July10, 1972.

ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Left: SwanageRailwayvolunteersBrianTaylor (left) and

BrianCrouch repaint thewoodencabinofHarman’sCross

signalboxon June9. Theaward-winning ’boxwasopened

in July, 1997, andcontrols thepassing loopat the station.

It also splits the five-mile single line sectionbetween

SwanageandCorfeCastle.ANDREWPMWRIGHT

Newbridgewill
unlockway to
Banchory
THERoyal Deeside Railway

Preservation Society has

achieved its £50,000 appeal

target for raising funds to build

a newbridge,which is essential

for its planned extension

into Banchory.

The revivalists have also

been awarded funding from

the Barrack Charitable Trust

andViridor Credit towards the

new bridge over the Burn of

Bennie, which will be added to

money raised both through the

line’s operations and the Going

West appeal.

Much of the funding will be

used for concrete abutments to

support the new bridge, which

are being built by Aberdeen-

based firm Chap.

Alternative crossing
Thebridgewill not carry trains,

butwill be usedbywalkers,

cyclists and horse riders using

theDeesideWay.

Once the alternative crossing

is provided for them– it is hoped

to have it open later this year –

the societywill be able to lay

track over the railway bridge,

which dates from1853.

The society will then need

a further £200,000 for track

and ballast to extend the line

into Banchory.

West Aberdeenshire and

KincardineMP Andrew Bowie

said: “I am pleased to hear you

will now be able to complete

the construction of the new

Bridge of Bennie.

“It is always good to hear

of the real difference that

passionate and committed

groups, like yourselves, can

make for the benefit of their

local community.”
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Left: Thenew

Nene Junction

signalbox,which

isnowready to

welcomevisitors to

Railworld fromJuly

4. This is the rear

of the structure

looking towards

themain lines.

BRIAN PEARCE Mostof the seat squabshaveBRon the

back, but theyweremade for anLNER

coach.BRIAN PEARCE

Signalbox reborn as a bird
hide and rail viewing point
ByGarethEvans

ASIGNALBOXinPeterboroughhasbeen

reconstructedon itsoriginal site–albeit

tosuit itscontemporary roleasavisitor

facilityadjacent tothemain lines to

LondonandEly.

Nene Junction signalbox is the latest

attraction at the RailworldWildlife

Haven. Located next to city’s Nene

Valley Railway (NVR) terminus on the

site of the ex 1885 LNWR locomotive

shed, the northern half of the site

across the River Nene occupies the

former coal storage yardwhich once

served Peterborough Power Station

that was located onwhat is today an

Asda supermarket.

Attractions at the volunteer-run

Railworld site include a nature reserve,

model railways, gardens, exhibitions

and railway relics. Full-size exhibits

include Danish Pacific Vauclain

compoundNo. 996.

Background
TheoriginalNeneJunctionsignalboxthat

was locatedat today’sRailworldsitewas

aMidlandRailway (MR)companytype4d

design.ClosedonJune25,1972, the ’box

wasdonatedtoPeterboroughRailway

Society,whichsubsequentlybecame

theNVR.

“We dismantled it, but

unfortunately, it was too rotten to

save. The framewas rescued and

used at OrtonMere on the NVR,”

said RailworldWildlife Haven trustee

Brian Pearce.

“After the ’box base was included

in the land acquired for Railworld,

we used it to store compost. More

recently, a number of volunteers

suggested that it could be re-created,

but with the ground floor used as a

store and upstairs as a bird hide and

main line railway viewing platform.

“UK Steel Distributor – A1 Steel Ltd,

designed, installed and donated the

steel framework and Perkins Engines

kindly agreed to support theWildlife

Haven and £2000 for woodwork.

“We examined photographs of the

original structure andwe adapted

the design to usemodernmethods

andmaterials.

“Railcam has installed a camera on it,

which looks towards Crescent Bridge.

We’ve now got three cameras from

Railcam on our site.”

Brian added:“Plans are also afoot

to install a screen in the ’boxwith a

live feed showingwhat’s happening

on themain line rail network around

Peterborough. The feedwill show

where the trains are, where they’ve

been andwhere they’re going.

“For example, visitors could see

that the LNER Azuma passing before

their eyes is travelling from King’s

Cross to Edinburgh. To add further

interaction, wewould like install a

small lever frame. If anyone is aware

of one in need of a new home – a

ground framewith two or three levers

will do – I would be delighted to hear

from them.

Educational resource
“Outof the ’box’sotherwindows,

visitorscanseethebird feeding

stations–anothervaluableeducational

resource. Italso includesanoutside

viewingplatform.

“The ’box has been built over

the past year and is now ready to

welcome visitors whenwe reopen

on Saturday, July 4.We’re open daily

during the school holidays.”

In a separate development,

Railworld has assembled a display of

boundary posts for companies which

once served Peterborough.

“With the city being a junction on

the rail network, it was and is served

by a number of different railway

companies,”said Brian.

“Our collection of boundary posts

includes one each for the Great

Northern, the London &North

Western Railway, theMidland Railway

and theMidland &Great Northern

Railway. The only onewe’remissing

to complete the set is a Great Eastern

example.Wewould love to hear from

anyHeritage Railway reader who

would be happy to donate one to us.”

➜Railworld isofferinganumberof

whatarebelievedtobeLNERcarriage

seatsquabstoa fellowheritage

railorganisation.

“Weunderstand they came froma

coachwhich crashedat Connington

onMarch5, 1967,”saidBrian.“The

carriagewas cut upon the spot

and seatsweredue tobeburned.

However, a local bystander couldn’t

bear that thought and saved them in

his garage anddonated them tous.

“There are 22 first and six second

class seats – they’re old horsehair.We

feel theywouldbemore suited in a

restored LNER coach.”

Email BrianPearce at pearce_

brian_t@ntlworld.comor telephone

07746922707.

Warleymodel railway show
rescheduled forNovember2021
THEWarleyNationalModelRailway

Exhibition isbeingpostponeduntil

2021duetocoronavirus.

The eventwill insteadbe

heldonNovember 27/28 at the

National ExhibitionCentre, near

Birmingham.Thepopular show

not only showcases the finest

layouts and latestmodels from

manufacturers and retailers alike,

it also includes full-size rail exhibits

andheritage line trade stands.

ExhibitionmanagerNigel

Smith said:“TheWarley show

is all about showing thebest

layouts, trade andother exhibits

topromotemodel railways of all

sizes. Close interaction is part of

the experience, particularly for

younger visitors. Social distancing

andothermeasuresmeans that

we cannot interactwith fellow

enthusiasts aswewouldwish.

“As you can imagine, thedecision

topostpone this year’s showhas

not been taken lightly. Our concern

for public safety is paramount.

“We consideredother options,

including restricting attendance

numbers anddictating the

directionof people around the

hall, but allwouldultimately

have impactednegatively on

the experience.

“Rest assured,wewill continue to

workona fantastic show for 2021.”

Photo charter organiser
helps railways in crisis
INEARLYApril,asthe impactofthe

Covid-19enforcedshutdownonBritain’s

heritagerailways,photographiccharter

organiser,30742Charters launchedan

appeal to itsmailing list tohelpclosed

lines.Theinspirationcamefroma

conversationwithAnthonyFrenchof

model railwayshopTony’sTrainsofRugby.

The logic was that individually there

were toomany railways to support,

whereas collectively an appeal could

raise enough to give ameaningful

donation to an initial list of 14 lines

and a target of £1400.

These lines were ones that had

made 30742 Charters welcome on

photographic events both recently

and in the past and had already shared

that theywould need support.

The photographers responded

magnificently, with the initial target

passedwithin days. Tony’s Trainsmade

a donation from eachmodel railway

engine sold and Chris Eden-Green

from Steam Locos in Profile joined

with a donation from each DVD sold.

The total at the time of writing is

£5500 andwith the far larger amount

enabled a donation to bemade to

34 railways.

The next phase of supporting

railways as they reawaken is by

runningmini photo charters to help

defray the costs of ghost runningwith

a number planned on different lines.

➜Fordetailsofhowtodonate to

theappealor for futureeventsemail

mail.30742@btinternet.com
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Worcestershire
signalbox now
in Derbyshire
MAJORprogresswasmadeon the

EcclesbourneValleyRailway’s Shottle

SignallingProjecton June12,when the

signalbox structure fromOddingley

Crossing inWorcestershire,wasmoved

into its final position.

The contract lift was undertaken

while the railway was closed and

under strict conditions due to the

coronavirus restrictions.

The project began 18months ago

under the control of Mick Thomas,

who with the volunteer team

designed and installed the concrete

foundations, provided the required

steelwork, and refurbished the

structure ready for installation.

It was planned to use a road

crane next to the railway at Shottle,

to lift the structure into its final

position, but due to the poor ground

conditions, this was not possible.

An opportunity to hire a suitable

road-rail crane for a fixed fee arose

in May, which was therefore booked

in anticipation.

Line operatorWyvernRail has

now appealed for the support and

assistance from the railway industry

in completing this project in a

timely manner. Assistance regarding

signalling, telecommunications

and civil engineering design and

installation in particular is needed.

The project has appeal to graduate

engineer andmodern apprentice

training schemes, potentially

allowing on the job experience in a

safe and controlled environment.

Further details can be obtained

from ian.allison@wyvernrail.co.uk

ByGarethEvans

THE IsleofManPostOffice issuedanewsetof six

stampson June25 tocelebrate the125thanniversary

of theSnaefellMountainRailway (SMR).

The Snaefell Mountain Railway climbs from

Laxey to the summit of Snaefell, the Isle of Man’s

only mountain, 2036ft above sea level.

Built by pioneering Victorian engineers, its

trams were powered by electricity, a technology

then very much in its infancy. Very few British

cities or towns had electric trams at this time;

an electric tramway climbing amountain was

without doubt state-of-the-art technology. The

railway remains in active operation today and is

little changed from those Victorian times.

Issue text author Andrew Scarffe of Isle of Man

Railways said: “It was a great privilege to be asked

to provide the images for the stamps, which have

been issued to celebrate the 125th anniversary

of the SMR. The commemorative stamps are

a fitting tribute to the skill of the pioneering

Victorian engineers responsible for the railway’s

construction. I hope that these stamps will

encourage people to travel on and enjoy this

unique railway.”

Maxine Cannon, general manager of Isle of Man

Stamps & Coins, said: “We would like to thank

Isle of Man Transport for its assistance in the

preparation of this stamp issue. To be ‘on board’

with Andrew Scarffe has been a great journey. His

insight, passion and lifelong interest in the SMR

has proven to be invaluable in the creation of this

wonderful collection.”

The ‘Snaefell Mountain Railway: 125th

Anniversary’ collection includes a set of six

stamps, presentation pack, first day cover and

sheet set and can be ordered fromwww.iompost.

com/snaefell

Snaefell stamps celebratequasquicentennial

The formerOddingleyCrossing signal

inpositionat Shottle. EVR

BRStandard4MT4-6-0No. 75069 shunting theboredrilling rig trainat Eardingtonwhilemoving fromBewdley to

Bridgnorth for lockdownstorageonMarch24.MATT ROBINSON

The IsleofManPostOffice’s sixnewstamps showa

varietyof scenesof the linedowntheyears.

REMEDIALworktotackle landslipsat two

locationsontheSevernValleyRailway

havebeen identified.

As reported in issue 265, the trouble

blackspot at Sterns, near Eardington

began causing concern once again,

after the River Severn reached

exceptionally high levels during above

average rainfall in February. Trains

were subjected to a temporary speed

restriction aftermovement in the

trackbedwas detected.

SVR infrastructuremanager Chris

Bond said that adjacent landowners

have been asked to give permission

for access on thewest side of the line

to carry out somemitigationworks.

The task will involve laying a drainage

network to collect rainwater and

transport it to the river before it can

reach the slip planes and exacerbate

the problem.

It is hoped to carry out thework

during the summer and it will not

affect the operation of trains across

Sterns, he said.

The second slip
AtAlveleyWoods, thesiteof thesecond

slip,DavidSymondsAssociateshas

produceddrawings fora remedial

scheme.Theworkwill initially involve

asmalldrainageschemesimilar to the

oneatSterns, to takepressureoff the

embankment.Asecondandmore

disruptive task includesamixtureof

soilnailingandpartial removalof the

existingashembankmentmaterial,

whichwillbe replacedwith layersof

importedstonealternatingwithaplastic

geomeshmaterial, ina techniqueknown

asreinforcedearth.Thiswork is set totake

placeduringthenextavailableclosed

period in2021.

Chris concluded:“Before any

passenger trains run over either of

the two locations, the permanent way

department will have to correct the

track geometry due to themovement

that has taken place over the

lockdown period.”

Infrastructure schemes set to halt
Severn Valley Railway slippages
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The sidingbeing laidby theBramleyLineHeritageRailwayTrust atWaldersea

depot,where it hopes to createavisitor centre.BLHRT

ReopenedWisbech linemay
still have a place for heritage
ByRobinJones

APOTENTIALreopeningof the

mothballedMarchtoWisbech lineby

NetworkRailwouldnotnecessarily

closethedooronaheritagepresence,

campaignershavesaid.

A draft full business case study,

commissioned by the Cambridgeshire

and Peterborough Combined

Authority, has reported that restoring

a heavy rail link betweenWisbech and

Cambridgewould be practicable and

offer value formoney.

A new station nearWisbech town

centre would be the best option for

a twice-hourly service to Cambridge,

it said.

More than half of the estimated

£200-million cost of reopening line

would involve upgrading the 22 level

crossings, which in some cases would

involve closures and road diversions.

The full business case cost

£1,445,376 and has takenmore than

five years to complete. A further

£987,606 has been approved by the

combined authority’s board for

a detailed design study and proposed

land acquisitions.

At ameeting, the board delegated

final approval of the draft business

case to its transport and infrastructure

committee, and gave the green

light to continued dialoguewith the

Department for Transport and other

Government departments to explore

financing the scheme through the

£500million RestoringYour Railway

Fund, announced earlier this year.

Coun James Palmer, theMayor of

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough,

said:“I am absolutely delighted to see

this come through.We didn’t have a

proper business case to take to the

Government before.We do now, and

thatmakes a significant difference.

“The reopening of theMarch to

Wisbech transport corridor is critical

for supporting future growth in

Wisbech.Wewant to transform

Wisbech as a place for great rail

connectivity, affordable housing and

good employment and education.”

A step closer
FenlandDistrictCouncil leaderCoun

ChrisBodenadded:“This isanexciting

moment in the long-runningWisbech

Rail campaign. Itbringsuscloser to

gettingarestoredrail link toWisbech

thanwehavebeenatanytime inthe last

52years.”

The last passenger to service to

Wisbech ran on September 9, 1968,

with the final freight train running

in 2000. The originalWisbech East

stationwas lost to redevelopment

following closure, with its site covered

by a 2001 housing development.

The line now ends atWeasenham

Lane crossing following the infilling of

the rails from the nearby level crossing

in 2005.

The single track, owned by Network

Rail, is still connected to the national

network viaWhitemoor Junction, near

March, but is locked off.

In 2003, the Bramley Line groupwas

formed to investigate the possibility

of reinstating the line fromWisbech

with a new temporary station, named

‘March Elm Road’, and a newWisbech

East station.

TheWisbechMarch Railway Group

was formed onOctober 22, 2003, by

Wisbech businessman Peter Downs

with a view to reinstating services

on the line, which saw its last freight

service three years earlier.

The railway’s name, the Bramley

Line, was chosen because of the large

quantity of Bramley apples once

carried by rail from the area.

As reported inHeritage Railway

issue 70, in 2005 the Bramley Line

Group bought fiveMk.2F Class 488

coaches from Porterbrook Leasing,

then newly withdrawn fromGatwick

Express service, and a public appeal

raised £2500 tomove them toMarch.

However, following vandalism, they

were sold to a New Zealand railway in

May 2008.

In December 2007, the district

council refused the Bramley Line’s

application for £20,000 funding on

the basis the project had“no business

basis”and“no practical outcome”.

The revivalists obtained a licence

fromNR permitting them to clear

vegetation but not to undertake track

maintenance. An isolated sidingwas

laid atWaldersea in Friday Bridge, with

a site office being provided to serve as

the group’s depot and headquarters.

Opportunity
In2010, theBramleyLineHeritage

RailwayTrustwas formedat theannual

generalmeetingof therevivalists’group

toreinstate the lineasaheritagerailway.

Trust director Richard Gilbert said:

“Our way forward is somewhat

dependent on the proposed

commercial reopening of the line. The

combined authority wishes to seek

Government funding to achieve this

goal.

“Whilemanymay think this

‘scuppers’our endeavours to restore

some of the heritage for theWisbech

area’s wealth of railway history, it may

prove to be an opportunity for us,

should it progress.”

The group has issued an appeal for

a right-hand point to take a second

siding atWaldersea, alongside the

main running line, and is looking for

more 60ft lengths of bull head rail.

➜Anyonewhocanhelp isaskedto

contactoffice@bramleyline.org.uk

FACILITIESENHANCEDATROTHLEY:During lockdown, theGreatCentral Railwayhas run test and stockmovement trains (HR Issue268), andhasalso forgedahead

with several developmentsundertakenbyoutside contractors, including the constructionof thenewrampandpatioareasatRothley (pictured). The rampat

theEllis TeaRoominRothley is farmore inkeepingwith theoriginalbuildingandconsiderablymorepractical for visitors. Thenewandextensivepatioareahas

beenbuilt frombluebrickblockpavingand thereafter a comprehensive remodellingof thegarden railway isplanned.Once the railway can return tonear-normal

working, thenearbymodel railwaywill alsobeupgraded. ROTHLEY CREDIT GCR GCRMODEL CREDIT ROBIN JONES
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Conical boilerbarrel sections

forTornadoandPrinceofWales.

CHRISTOPHERWÖRFEL, DBM/A1SLT

Firebox tubeplates forboth

locomotives.CHRISTOPHERWÖRFEL,

DBM/A1SLT

New boilers for A1 and P2 on their way
SIGNIFICANTprogresshasbeenmade

on the twonewDiagram118boilers

forA1PeppercornPacificNo. 60163

Tornadoandnew-buildP22-8-2

No. 2007PrinceofWalesatGermany’s

DampflokwerkMeiningen.

A year ago, builder The A1 Steam

Locomotive Trust placed a £1 million

order with the Deutsche Bahn

workshop for the new boiler for the

P2 and a second which can be used

on either locomotive, so there will

be two operational boilers and one

‘spare’undergoing overhaul at any

one time.

The move will reduce the time

out of traffic for each locomotive by

around four months and increase

their revenue-earning potential. By

ordering both boilers at once, the

trust has saved a six-figure sum.

The first new boiler will be fitted to

Tornado during its next overhaul and

the second will be delivered in 2021.

At DBMeiningen the boiler barrel

sections have been rolled and

welded, including the thickened

sections, where the domes are

located; the dome covers have been

pressed andmachined; the firebox

tube plates have been drilled; the

foundation ring sections have

been forged; and the foundation

rings welded together. A full set of

superheater elements has also been

completed and is ready for delivery.

The funding of the P2 boiler and

its contribution to the ‘spare’boiler is

coming fromThe Boiler Club, which

was launched by the trust in October

2016 to raise £600,000 plus Gift Aid

from 300 supporters each donating

£2000 in up to 40 payments.

To date, more than supporters

have subscribed, pledging around

£460,000, including Gift Aid.

Additional funding for the ‘spare’

boiler will also come from recent

legacies.

Trust commercial director

Graeme Bunker-James said: “The

start of construction of the boiler

for No. 2007 Prince ofWales is the

next major milestone in the project

to build Britain’s most powerful

steam locomotive, and its delivery

in 2021 keeps the project on-track

for completion within the next

three years.

“We therefore urge those not yet

on-board to join us as a ‘price-of-a-

pint-of-beer-a-week’covenantor, to

either locomotive, or as a member of

The Boiler Club for Prince ofWales.”

➜Fordetails ofhowtohelpor

visitwww.a1steam.comoremail

enquiries@a1steam.comor telephone

01325460163.

Live steam BR Class 4MT springs major surprise on
two Standard companions in Dreweatts’ sale
ByGeoffCourtney

CLASS4MTNo.80008sprangasurprise

inDreweatts’ TransportSaleatNewbury

onMay28,whenamodelof the2-6-4T

unexpectedly toppedtherealisation

chartsbyselling for£27,000, some

distanceaheadof its twomorehotly

tippedStandard locomotiverivals.

The 7¼in-gauge exhibition quality

model was completed byTony Dixon

of Southwick, near Brighton, after its

original builder was unable to finish

thework because of ill health.

Themodel was built in live steam,

but had never been steamed. It had a

top estimate of £20,000,

In the 4MT’s wheel tracks came two

further 7¼in-gauge live steammodels

– Class 9F 2-10-0 No. 92220 Evening

Star (£20,000) and Class 5MT 4-6-0

No. 73000 (£19,000).

The 8ft 6in-long exhibition standard

9Fmodel, which carried a top

estimate of £30,000, was described

by Dreweatts’ live steam andmodel

engineering consultantMichael

Matthews as“stunning.”

No. 92220was the last locomotive

built by BR at Swindon, inMarch 1960,

and survived in service for just five

years before beingwithdrawn from

Cardiff East Dock (88A) and entering

preservation as part of the National

Collection. It is currently on display at

the NRM inYork.

Both thismodel and No. 73000,

whose top estimate was £25,000,

were also built byTony Dixon, thus

giving thismodel-maker a hat-trick

at the top of a star-studded line-up at

what was one of Dreweatts’biggest

Transport Sales.

Two other five-figure successes were

a 7¼in-gauge GWR 2-6-0 No. 5310

(£16,000) and a 5in-gauge SR 4-6-0

No. 785 SirMador de la Porte

(£10,000), so ensuring the‘Big Four’

weren’t totally eclipsed by the

post-Nationalisation Standard era.

The auctionwas due to be held on

April 7, but because of the coronavirus

pandemic was switched toMay 28

with no live audience and bidding

online, commission or telephone.

The prices quoted exclude buyer’s

premiumof 25% (+VAT).

➜SeeGeoffCourtney’s railwayana

columnonpages58-60 for further

detailsof theprices realised.

Topmodel: BRStandard

4MTNo.80008departs

fromPaisleyGilmourStreet

stationwith theGreenock

PrincesPier toGlasgowSt

Enoch ‘Cunarder’ on January

31, 1955. In thebackground

is another2-6-4T, LMSClass

4No.42259, ona train from

Gourock, both locomotives

sporting characteristic

white smokeboxdoor

hinges.A7¼in-gauge live

steammodelofNo. 80008

topped theprices ina

Dreweatts’ Transport Sale

onMay28witha realisation

of£27,000. TRANSPORT

TREASURY/WAC SMITH

NewGreat Central
Loughborough
shed appeal now
tops £73,000
THEplaqueappeal for the rebuilding

of theGreatCentral Railway’s

Loughborough locomotive shedhas

nowreached£73,500 towards its revised

targetof £265,000.

The scheme – total cost £980,000 –

includes, as previously reported,

a viewing gallery giving visitors

the chance to see the areas for

locomotive restoration, maintenance

and the machine shop.

It will also include an education

and special needs centre which will

offer, amongmany features,

lecture and demonstration

classrooms for educational visits,

apprentice training and community

groupmeetings.

Supporters are offered the chance

to buy a commemorative plaque with

an individual short personal message

on each one. These will be mounted

in the gallery in the Heritage Suite

at Loughborough station and also

within the visitor viewing area of the

newworks.

➜Moredetails canbeobtainedat

www.gcrailway.co.uk/shedappeal
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A timeless scene that the Swanage Railway’s Save Our Service (SOS) appeal is fighting to prevent from sliding into history just like the
medieval castle in the background, as a result of the coronavirus pandemic lockdown. On Sunday, June 24, 2018, trains pass at Corfe
Castle: 1955-built BR Standard 4MT No. 80104 steams in from Norden, bound for Swanage, while the National Railway Museum’s
1899-built Drummond T9 ‘Greyhound’ 4-4-0 No. 30120 waits for the ‘right away’ to Norden after having arrived from the resort. Donations
to the appeal may be made at www.saveourservice.co.uk or via the Swanage Railway’s Facebook page. ANDREW PM WRIGHT
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Old timers:Grade I-listed14th centuryBodiamCastleprovidesanhistorical backdropas LBSCRClassA1X ‘Terrier’No. 32670

headsademonstration freighton theKent&East SussexRailwayonMarch8, 2016. The0-6-0T is currentlybeing restored

at theNorthNorfolkRailway’sWeybourneworksand is expected to return to service in2022 in time to celebrate its 150th

birthday. PHIL EDWARDS

Town clerk takes on assistant
company secretary role at KESR
ByGeoffCourtney

THEKent&East SussexRailway (KESR)

has appointedRichard Styles, the town

clerk of Ramsgate, as assistant company

secretary, a volunteer backroomrole

describedby chairmanSimonMarsh

as“essential”to the smooth runningof

the line.

Richard is a stationmaster at

the railway’s Tenterden base and

an active fundraiser. He succeeds

Phil Edwards.

“I think heritage railways are

a bit like a theatre production,”

said Richard.

“The rolling stock are the stars

and the footplate and train crews

are the supporting cast, but every

production needs its directors,

producers and stagehands to

produce a successful run.”

KESR chairman Simon Marsh

said Richard was very active in

developing Ramsgate as a tourist

destination. “He will bring a wealth

of relevant experience to the role,

which is vitally important and can be

very onerous.

“The work is carried out behind the

scenes, and there is none of the buzz

and glamour of being, for example,

a footplateman. Nevertheless,

backroom roles such as this are

essential to the smooth running of

heritage railways.”

In his new position Richard

will support company secretary

Charles Mavor.

Living with lockdown
Simonalso spokeof how the railway is

copingwith the lockdown restrictions

and the furloughingofmost of its

paid staff.“Oneof our strengths is

our people, and special efforts have

beenmade to keep in touch,withour

fortnightly e-newsletter beingwidely

distributed.

“And for thoseof amechanical bent,

mutual improvement classes on such

subjects as locomotive valvegear

andbraking systemsaredelivered via

video conferencing.”

Referring to the fact the original

KESR was once part of the Colonel

Holman F Stephens’ light railway

empire, he added:“The colonel

was an optimist when it came to

the future of light railways, and we

maintain that same optimistic view of

what is a temporary situation.

“Like every other heritage railway,

we are waiting for the signals to show

clear and for the public to return.

Having been denied their ‘steam fix’

for too long, they are likely to want to

enjoy their local heritage railway even

more than in the past – andwewill be

ready to welcome them.”

Current work includes the

installation by the volunteer

permanent way team of a new siding

at Rolvenden, where the railway’s

locomotive depot is located.

Simon said two appeals were

continuing. These are the rebuild

of Mk.1 kitchen car No. 1987, which

will safeguard theWealden Pullman

dining service –“and yes, we are

actively looking at how to offer a

service while observing Government

guidelines”, – and the overhaul of the

two LBSCR Class A1X‘Terriers’based

on the line, Nos. 32670 and 32678.

‘Terrier’ target
The former,which isowned jointly

by the railwayandTheTerrierTrust, is

undergoinga£150,000 restorationat

theNorthNorfolkRailway fromwhich it

will return in itsoriginalguiseasNo.70

Poplar.This veteran0-6-0Twasbuilt at

Brighton in1872, andthe railwayhas

plans tocelebrate its150thbirthday in

2022on its return tosteam.

No. 32678, which was built in 1880,

is being overhauled at Rolvenden,

and the railway plans that it too will

be in steam by 2022 as SR No. 2678

to help celebrate its classmate’s

birthday.

➜Detailsofhowtodonate to the

restorationsofkitchencarNo.1987

andthe twoTerriers canbe foundon

www.kesr.org.uk/donate

Underoverhaul: ClassA1X ‘Terrier’No. 32678pulls aKent&East SussexRailway

two-coach trainnearCranbrookRoadcrossingonFebruary22, 2019. The

1880-built 0-6-0T isbeingoverhauledat the railway’sRolvendendepotand is

scheduled to returnby2022asSRNo. 2678 to celebrate the150thbirthdayof

classmateNo. 32670.MARTIN CREESE
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Above:Workon relayingandeasing

the curve leading into the station.GVR

Left: FCHibberdPlanet0-4-0DH

No.4006makesagauging run into the

newPontycymerplatform.GVR

The finished trackdiagram

forPontycymer station.

OWENDYCKHOFF

Garw Valley Railway presses ahead to complete first
length at Pontycymer station despite setbacks
ByRobinJones

THEGarwValley Railway remains

determined to complete its first 650

yardsof running line, despite its

tracklayinghavingbeen stalledby

coronavirus andvandals.

Volunteers have been making

progress in their bid to link the yard

and platform at their Pontycymer

headquarters to the Garw branch,

near Bridgend.

The task has involved easing

a severe bend created by the

difference in alignment of the

original line and that of the railway’s

new platform line, grading and

levelling the ground, clearing

the first 500 yards of vegetation,

cleaning the ballast and installing

fencing along the path that runs

alongside the track.

The railway had hoped to have

450 yards of usable track ready by

December, but the project ground to

a halt because of Covid-19.

During lockdown, there has been

at least one break-in at Pontycymer,

and vandals set fire to a consignment

of sleepers, further impeding

progress (HR Issue 267).

Works trains
The railway is nowhaving to source a

supply of replacement sleepers, andhas

had toextend thedate for completing

the first sectionof its running line.

Once the yard is reconnected, the

railway can run works trains down

the line to return further track to use.

Volunteers have also serviced

1963-built FC Hibberd Planet

0-4-0DH No. 4006, one of a pair

resident on the line. It is currently

the line’s only operational

locomotive, and is used to perform

demonstration runs at open days as

well as works trains.

A Shark brake van, which may be

used to offer rides along the restored

first length of the branch, is currently

under restoration. A Class 108 DMU

formerly at Barry is also on site.

The Garw Valley Railway is the

trading name of the Bridgend Valleys

Railway Company Limited, which

has its origin in the formation of the

Bridgend Valleys Railway Society

(BVRS) in 1988. Its aim is to re-create

a typical SouthWales Valleys branch

line by providing a working museum

atmosphere based on the GWR just

prior to Nationalisation.

The five-mile branch is formerly

part of the Llynvi and Ogmore

Railway. It was built by the GWR and

opened on October 25, 1876. The

line originally ran from the former

Brynmenyn Junction to the head of

the valley in Blaengarw.

Competition frommotor buses led

to the withdrawal of most passenger

services, apart fromminers’ trains,

by 1953. The entire Tondu Valley

Lines Division, as the associated

network of lines was known since it

was absorbed into the GWR on July

1,1883, closed after the end of the

1984-85 Miners’ strike.

The final train on the Garw Valley

branch ran in 1986, following the

closure of its last working mine the

previous December.

The associated Llynfi Valley

branch to Maesteg was reopened to

passengers in 1992, and the Garw

Valley line followed three years later,

but only to allow its use for land

reclamation north of Pontycymer,

which led to the uppermost mile

of the branch to Blaengarw being

removed permanently.

The last train from the reclamation

site ran on March 6, 1997, and a

special charter passenger train, the

‘Garw Guru’, ran on April 7 that year.

On March 23, 2001, theWelsh

Assembly made its first Transport

&Works Act order in favour of the

BVRS, and six days later Railtrack

formally signed over the route to

the society. However, Network Rail

severed the connection to Tondu at

Brynmenyn Level Crossing, just south

of Bryngarw Country Park, in 2007.

Developments
Theproject receivedaboost in2008

with the relocation toPontycymerof

theValeofGlamorganRailwaySociety,

whichhadbeenejected fromtheBarry

Tourist Railwaybyowner theVale of

GlamorganCouncil, in favour of new

operatorCambrianTransport.They are

nowworkingwith theBridgendValleys

RailwayCompany to rebuild the line.

In summer 2014, land works were

started to establish a station at

Pontycymer, where a train had last

called in 1958. On August 20, 2017

the shed lines were reconnected to

the running line, allowing No. 4006

to be driven into the platform,

making it the first locomotive at the

station for 25 years.

The shed has been enhanced to

house a volunteers’mess, office and

cafe, with the new platform and fully

relayed track within the new station

area, all largely completed.

Volunteers have been working

to gradually clear the intact track

southwards towards Bryngarw

Country Park via Braich-y-Cymer,

Pont-y-Rhyl and Llangeinor,

a distance of around 4½miles.

Once this section of the branch

line is complete, there is potential

to extend further to reconnect

again with the national network at

Tondu, which not only will boost

visitor numbers, but also offers the

potential to provide an invaluable

transport artery for the people of the

Garw Valley.

The railway has been working

with the local community to keep

the permissive path next to the

line open.

➜ If youwould like tobecome

involvedwith theGarwValleyproject,

either as avolunteerorbymakinga

donation, visit:www.garwvalley

railway.co.uk
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Overhauls make steady
progress at Peak Rail
THEWatermanRailwaysHeritageTrust

hasbeenmakingprogresswithseveral

locomotiveoverhaulsatPeakRail.

GWR 2-8-0T No. 5224 is stripped

down to its frameswith thewheels

removed for attention to the

journals, new tyres to be fitted and

axlebox overhauls. The bunker

has been removed for repair to its

water tank section and general

platework renewal.

An initial visual inspection of the

boiler shows it to be in generally good

condition, with theNDT inspection

to follow.

GWR 2-6-2T No. 5553 is in the final

stretches of its overhaul, with new

tyres fitted to the ponywheels. The

springs and axleboxes have been

overhauled and the locomotive is now

a rolling chassis.

The boiler has received two thirds

of a new throatplate fitted, alongwith

copperwelding in the firebox and

general rivet replacement.

A full set of new tubes, including

superheater tubes, have been fitted.

The boiler has been hydraulically

tested, but someminor rework is

required before any under-pressure

tests can be carried out.

Class 25D7659 – regarded as the

trust’s flagship, being PeteWaterman’s

first locomotive purchase – is now in

running order after some niggling

problemswith the vacuumexhausters.

It has received a thorough body

inspection and repair, with one cab

end being completely removed

forwelding and a repaint into BR

two-tone green.

Crew training and assessments

will need to be done before its

introduction to the running fleet.

Robert Stephenson&Hawthorns0-4-0STNo. 7063of1942EustaceForth

arrives atDarleyDaleonMarch7.ANDREWCIVIL/PEAK RAIL

Right:Adeliveryof

ballast forRocksBy

Rail’s project to relay

itsmain running

line.RBR

Left: Yorkshire

EngineCompany

‘Half Janus’ 0-6-0DE

No. 1382,newly

arrived inMay

2019 following

restoration to

runningorder.RBR

RocksbyRail volunteers relay
running lineduring lockdown
ByRobinJones

ROCKSbyRail:TheLiving Ironstone

Museumhas liftedandrelaidmuchof its

mainrunning linedespite theCovid-19

lockdown

At the end of last season, the

decisionwasmade to lift more than

half of themain line at the venue

formerly known as the Rutland

RailwayMuseum and relay it.

When the track was first laid around

40 years ago, a lack of resources

meant there was no real sub-base, and

any repairs or realignment would have

been short-term fixes only.

A generous donation ofmore than

200 tons of ballast meant thework

could be completed to a far higher

standard thanwould otherwise have

been possible.

A target date of the first weekend

of April was set, but the exceptionally

wet weather over thewinter slowed

work down substantially. Around 170

yards of new drainagewas installed

to help to dry out theworksite, which

contributed to the delays.

When the lockdownwas imposed

themuseumwas closed to the public,

withmost volunteers deciding it was

safer for them to stay away – but a

skeleton crew continued. Thework

was not suspended, but continued at

amuch slower pace.

There have been only four or five

people on the Cottesmore site at any

one time, andwith 19 acres to work

in, social distancing has not been an

issue. By June,more than half the track

had been laid, with a new completion

target date pencilled in for July 15.

Other work carried out over

thewinter has included general

maintenance on Barclay 0-4-0STs

No. 1931 of 1928 and No. 2088 of 1940

Sir Thomas Royden to prepare them for

what remains of the summer season.

Motive power update
Furthermore, theoverhaulofFowler

0-4-0DHNo.4220007of1960Ketton

No.1hasreachedthepointwhere it is

mechanicallycomplete,butpaintinghas

stalledat theprimingstage.

Theoverhaul is thepetprojectof two

volunteers,bothunder16,aspartof

theirDukeofEdinburghAwardScheme,

with theirworkhavingbeensupervised

byEricBussey,oneof thesite’s longest

servingmembers.

Bothyoungstersarekeentorestart

theirwork,andseetheirefforts rewarded

whenKettonNo.1 returns toserviceon

theQuarryTrains.

Privately owned Peckett 0-4-0ST

No. 1759 of 1928 Elizabeth is reaching

the end of a long overhaul, whichmay

be completed this year, but will likely

be ready for 2021.

It originally worked at the

Mountsorrel granite quarries and has

been at themuseum since 1978.

Limitedworks trains have been

in use over thewinter and spring

periods, handled by Rolls Royce

Sentinel 0-4-0DHNo. 10204 of 1965

Jean or the Industrial Diesel & Railway

Preservation Group’sYorkshire Engine

Company 0-6-0DE No. 1382 (No. 2872

of 1965), which arrived on site inMay

2019 after a full restoration.

No. 1382 spentmost of its working

life at ColsterworthMines, andwhen

it closedmoved to the Scunthorpe

Steelworks’Normanby ParkWorks site

until that was closed in the 1990s.

The type, produced byYEC between

1956-65, was nicknamed the‘Half

Janus’because it had half the power

and body of themanufacturer’s Janus

type, which has two bonnets, and

the‘Half Janus’one. In turn, the Janus

type took its name from the two-faced

god Janus.

Reopening preparations
Themuseum’spassengerstock,which

iscomprisedofbrakevans,hasbeen

repainted,with theoperationalhoppers

and ironoretipplershavingalso

beenserviced.

In preparation for a potential

reopening, the trustees and

management have beenworking

on a traffic flow system to ease

any bottlenecks and pinch points

to comply with social distancing

measures, and to aid the flow of

visitors to the 18-acre site, most of

which is outdoors.
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Robert Stephenson &Hawthorns

0-4-0STNo. 7063 of 1942 Eustace

Forth, owned by the 7063 Locomotive

Group, arrived in February after its loan

period at theNorthampton & Lamport

Railway.

Followingwintermaintenance

jobs, it ran services at Peak Rail, top

and tailingwith resident Class 44D8

Penyghentwith six coaches.

Equal to a trailing load of 350 tons,

No. 7063 ran unassisted along the

whole line, producing great noise

effects blasting intoMatlock station.

Resident RSHAusterity 0-6-0ST

No. 7136 of 1944 Royal Pioneerhas had

its overhaul restarted and nowhas a

running chassis.

The boiler in recent times has seen

crown stays removed, two thirds of a

new throatplatewelded in situ and

one third outer sides prepped for

welding into place.

A new front tubeplate has been

acquired and a new smokebox

constructed around it, while a new

backhead has been supplied by Israel

Newton of nearby Cromford.

Repairs to the saddle tank should

suffice for the next 10 years.

The trust’s other locomotives on site,

including Class 46D172 Ixion, Class 08

No. 08830 andGWR0-6-0 No. 6634,

are all in the frame to being back to

running condition in the near future.

Privately ownedHawthorn Leslie

0-6-0STNo. 3138 of 1915Holwell No. 14

arrived on site in January 2019 and has

received new running plates, bunker

and cab as theywere heavily corroded

ormissing altogether.

The chassis has been jacked up and

wheels removed for amechanical

overhaul, whichwill be challenging

in itself because of sitting outside all

its life, 40 years of whichwere lying in

a scrapyard. As such, every running

surfaces has signs of pitting in them.

A new chimney has been

constructed, although not truly

accurate: it is a combination of the

top half of that of scrapped Bagnall

0-6-0ST FlorenceNo. 1 and the bottom

half of the remains ofHolwell’s original.

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine

Bagnall 0-4-0STNo. 2135of1926SirTomheadsaworks trainasThrelkeldQuarryandMiningMuseumextends it current

half-mile running line, aidedby its collectionof vintagemachinery. TQMM

VINTAGEmachinery, including flagship

BagnallNo. 2135of1926SirTom,has

beenpressed into serviceat Lakeland’s

ThrelkeldQuarryandMiningMuseum

tohelpbuild the2ft-gauge line’snew

quarter-mileextension.

Work on the horseshoe curve

restarted following the easing of

some of the Covid-19 restrictions.

It has taken around 1800 tons of

material to construct the curve using

some of the museum’s trademark

machinery. It is estimated that around

3000 tons of material has been used

to build the extension, making use of

the recent good weather.

Sir Tomwas steamed on June 3 for

footplate crew familiarisation and to

check maintenance carried out over

the winter period was satisfactory.

Its resteaming also provided the

opportunity to assess how the

railway could operate as and when

restrictions are eased further.

Since then, two further steamings

have taken place in order to collect

data using alternative fuels.

Sir Tomwas named after Sir Tom

Callender of British Insulated

Callender Cables, and worked at the

firm’s base in Kent until 1968.

After lying idle for 33 years, it

arrived at Threlkeld in 2001, and was

rebuilt by Ian Hartland. It is used

to haul passenger trains from the

middle quarry into the inner quarry.

The dry spell at the end of

May provided a window to start

repainting the coaching stock, with

four being completed over three

weeks. The remaining two carriages

were expected to be painted by the

end of June.

The annual steam gala event, which

takes place over the last weekend

in July, has been cancelled because

of the pandemic, but is planned to

return next year.

Threlkeld steams ahead with extension

VOLUNTEER-RUNBlackpool

HeritageTramTours,partof

BlackpoolTransportServices

Ltd (BTSL),havebeenawarded

theQueen’sAwardfor

VoluntaryService.

The award recognises

outstandingworkby volunteer

groups tobenefit their

local communities.

The volunteers facilitate

conservation andoperationof

the fleet of vintage tramcars

on the line, oneof only two

tramways in theworld tooperate

double-deck vehicles.

Twovolunteers havebeen

invited to attendagardenparty

at BuckinghamPalace inMay

2021, alongwith representatives

of theother 229 recipients of this

year’s award.

BTSL’s headof heritageBryan

Lindop said:“Havingworkedwith

this remarkable and talented

groupof volunteers now for over

five years, it fillsmewithgreat

pride to see themachieve this

pinnacle of national recognition.”

Royal accolade
for tram
volunteers

PeteWatermanalongsidehisClass25D7659with JohnAllman,whoowns

Beyer, Peacock0-4-0STNo. 1827of18769,which isnormallybasedat the

FoxfieldRailway.No. 1827was theworks shunter atBeyer, Peacock’sGorton

WorksandD7659was the last locomotivebuilt there. The two locomotives

were lastphotographed togetherwhen theworks closed in1966.

ANDREWCIVIL/PEAK RAIL
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THEAlnValleyRailway is tobuild

acarriageshedaspartof the

growingcomplexat itsLionheart

stationheadquartersonthe

outskirtsofAlnwick.

NorthumberlandCounty

Council has grantedplanning

permission to construct the 100ft

long shedat Lionheart Enterprise

Parkwithdouble-track laid inside

and sufficient roomso that two

coaches, or one coach and two

or threewagons canbeworked

on simultaneously.

The shedwill be fittedwith 12

translucent roof panels andwill

have roller doors at eachend,

and therewill be inspectionpits

below rail level.

Next to oneof the two tracks

will be amobile platform

whichwill allowwork to take

place at footplate level. A

futuredevelopmentwill see

amezzanineplatformbuilt to

allowanoverall viewof thework

inprogress.

All-weather facility
RailwayspokesmanRogerJermy

said:“Theshed is requiredso

thatheritagestockcanberebuilt

undercoverandwill enablework

tobeundertakennomatter

what theweatherconditions,

unlikenowwhere ithas tobe

carriedout in theopenairor,

whenspacepermits, insidethe

locomotiveshed.

“Thiswill greatly speedup

theprocess of restoration and

provide added security for stock

and spareparts. It alsomeans

thatwork canbe carriedout

throughout the year.

“This is a huge step forward

for the railway andwill enable

volunteers toworkon the

carriages andwagons vital for

the runningof the railway.

“This carriage shedwill

formavital part in the success

and the continuity of theAln

Valley Railwayby ensuring

that the rolling stock required

for the runningof the railway

will be availablemore readily

thanbefore.”

Newcarriage
shed forAln
ValleyRailway

Like us facebook.com/
heritagerailway

Follow us
@HeritageRailMag

Connect with us
heritage-railway-
magazine

Covid-19 fails to halt
Patriot progress
ByGarethEvans

THELMS-Patriot Projecthas continued

toprogress theconstructionof its

new-build4-6-0No. 5551TheUnknown

Warrior–despite the restrictionsof the

coronavirus lockdown.Both theboiler

and tender chassis haveadvanced in

recentweeks.

The locomotive’s boiler contractor,

Heritage Boiler Steam Services

(HBSS), had recently paused the work

for the time being for budget reasons

while other work was prioritised on

No. 5551.

“However, good progress has been

made on the boiler cladding and with

fitting the stays.We appreciate the

cooperation of HBSS at this time,” said

a spokesman for LMS-Patriot Project.

The replacement castings for both

the dome and cover have been fully

tested and approved.

Tender
Workon the tender frameshas

continuedat LeakyFinders inSouth

Devon, althoughat amuchslowerpace

thanwas thought, due to the lockdown

restrictions.All thehornguide fitting

and rivetinghasbeencompleted.The

chassis hasbeenpainted toprotect

all themajorworkundertaken,with

everything inundercoat anda single top

coat, apart fromtheareawhere theRear

DragBoxwill be riveted in the future.

Brakeandspringcomponents are

alsobeingpainted toprovide surface

protection.The tender frameswere

expected tobecompletedaround the

endof June.

The Princess Royal Class

Locomotive Trust (PRCLT), the main

contractor for assembly of No. 5551

was set to recommence work at

theWest Shed on July 1 after the

lockdown period.

Following the arrival of the chassis

at the PRCLT’sWest Shed at the

Midland Railway – Butterley in

August 2019, the initial task had

been a thorough assessment of the

work undertaken so far, with many

components being taken off the

chassis to allow checks to bemade.

Rectification work had already

started before the lockdown period.

Indeed, the middle driving wheelset/

crank axle has already been rectified

at Ian Riley & Sons workshops

in Heywood.

A contract has been signed with

the PRCLT and plans are being

made in conjunction with them to

establish priorities that will enable

the chassis to be completed to

mainline standard. Funding has been

agreed for three months and will

continue to bemanaged carefully

on a rolling basis. This will include

the next phase of work at the PRCLT

– such as the brake installation and

axlebox refurbishment.

In anticipation of theWest Shed’s

reopening, plans are beingmade

to move components such as the

middle driving and bogie wheels,

motion, valve castings, reverser etc.,

to the shed from various contractors

where work had been completed

before the lockdown intervened.

The next stage
Work is tobeundertakenon thedrag

boxunder thecab to fit themounting

studs for thebrakecross shaftbracket

and the steambrakecylinder. PRCLT

engineers arealsoworkingon the

designandspecification for the

air braking system.Drawingsare

beingprepared to submit toRicardo

for approval.

The LMS-Patriot Company’s

annual general meeting has been

provisionally diarised for October 31

at the Kidderminster Railway

Museum, but this is subject

to change as the coronavirus

restrictions evolve.

➜Donations tohelp complete

No. 5551TheUnknownWarriorcan

bemadevia theLMS-Patriot Project

websitewww.lms-patriot.org.uk–

newmembers canalsonow joinvia

thewebsite.

TheMiddletonRailway tookdelivery

of SouthernRailwayPMV (Parcels and

MiscellaneousVan)No. S2223 fromtheEast

LancsRailwayon June13. It is seenhereafter

arrival atMoorRoad.Built in1935, itwas

withdrawnbyBR in the1980sandbought for

useasa stores van. TheMiddletonRailway

has threeexistingpassenger coaches, all

converted fromPMVsand thisone is to

be transformed intoa fourth toprovidea

sparevehicle foruseonbusydays.When

circumstancesallow,No. S2223will bemoved

insideandworkwill commenceon the

conversion,which is expected to cost in the

regionof£14,000over twoyears.MR

Goodprogress is beingmadeon fitting cladding toNo. 5551’s

boiler.HBSS/ THE LMSPATRIOT PROJECT

Workhas continuedonNo. 5551’s tender frames inSouth

Devon. LEAKY FINDERS/THE LMSPATRIOT PROJECT
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Write to cabinet secretary
to save station hotel plea
ByHughDougherty

THEAyrStationHotelCommunity

ActionGroup iscallingonreaders

towrite toMichaelMathesonMSP,

ScottishGovernmentCabinetSecretary

forTransport, Infrastructureand

Connectivity, tosavethecrumblingAyr

StationHotel.

The group’s chairman Esther Clark,

said:“We are at a critical point in

the battle to save Ayr Station Hotel

as Network Rail is pushing for the

demolition and replacement of the

1885-built, Glasgow& SouthWestern

Railway (G&SWR) hotel, with amodern

building. This is instead of refurbishing

the existing station and finding

alternative purposes for the hotel

itself, such as community use, after

community buyout, or use as student

flats and offices.

“South Ayrshire Council has

commissioned a feasibility study, but

we understand that it does not include

in its remit the hotel’s conservation. A

modern‘glasshouse’-style station, as

proposed byNetwork Rail, would cost

an estimated £25million, and last for

25 years, whereas a conserved hotel

would not only keep an important

piece ofVictorian railway heritage

alive, as verymuch part of the town’s

architectural character, but would

stand for another century.

“Please e-mail MrMatheson,

expressing your support for the

conservation of Ayr Station Hotel,

as, at the end of the day, a political

decisionwill bemade on the fate

of this gem of railway architecture,

and time is fast running out. The

cabinet secretary can be contacted

atministers@gov.scotmarked for his

attention. I hope that asmany readers

as possible will support us in our

campaign for save Ayr Station Hotel

from demolition.”

Built by the G&SWR in 1885, the

hotel passed to the LMS in 1923, and

was sold off by the BritishTransport

Commission in 1951. It is currently

owned byMalyasian businessman

EndHuat, who bought the hotel in

2010 as a going concern, but closed

it in 2013, since when it has crumbled

and been issuedwith a dangerous

building order by South Ayrshire

Council. Scaffoldingwas erected in

2018 to stopmasonry falling on to

the adjacent station platforms and

railway lines.

The building is also home to the

G&SWR FirstWorldWarMemorial,

moved to its current position on

the building’s outer wall facing

the Stranraer line platforms, when

Glasgow St Enoch Stationwas closed

in 1966.

MORELocomotiveServicesLimited

main linestockhasbeenmovedtothe

SevernValleyRailway (SVR) forstorage

asownerJeremyHoskingassembles

thecomponents for the first complete

InterCity125HighSpeedTrainset in the

heritagesector.

A spokesman said that Jeremywas

negotiatingwith Porterbrook Leasing

to acquire the vehicles and has agreed

to buy two power cars.

Late last year, the SVR stored eight

former Caledonian SleeperMk.3

carriages for their new Crewe-based

owner. Now the railway has stored

nine HST trailers, whichwere delivered

onMay 28 by Class 47s Nos. 47593

and 47805. They also took away one

sleeper coach for further use.

Home-based Class 50 No. 50035 Ark

Royalwas involved in shunting the

HST vehicles because of the need to

attach a sleeper to act as an air braked

adapter carriage at each end due to

the HST trailers having fixed buckeye

couplings and no buffers. The vehicles

are now stored at Kidderminster until

further notice.

Hosking High Speed Train
assembles on Severn Valley

TheClass50Alliance’sNo. 50035ArkRoyal is seen shuntingLocomotiveServices

Limited’sMk.3 coachesatKidderminsteronMay28.MATT ROBINSON/SVR

PROTECTEDbatshaveslammedthe

brakesontheSevernValleyRailway’s

(SVR)£1.32millionrefurbishmentof

FallingSandsviaduct.

The secondphaseof theproject

beganonMay18, earlier than

originally scheduledbecauseof

goodweather,when contractor

CAN took control of the site and

skilledworkers suspendedon

ropesbegan to rakeout damaged

mortar andprep thebridge archby

arch, for themuch-needed repairs

to the1877-built structure. All the

work tookplacewithin strict social

distancing and safetymeasures, in

linewithGovernment guidelines,

said a SVR spokesman.

However, the sunshinehadalso

led to someunexpected visitors

takingup residenceunder oneof

the arches – andonMay29,workers

spottedbats – aprotected species

under law.

Natural England regulations

stipulated that if one is sightedona

construction site, allworksmusthalt

until an inspection takesplace.The

bats’presencewas confirmedby the

WorcestershireWildlifeTrust on

June3, and twomore surveys at least

10days apartwere requiredby law.

SVR infrastructuremanager Chris

Bond said that adecision from

Natural Englandas towhether the

works can resumewas expected.

“Importantly,wedon’t believe

that thepresenceof bats on the

undersideof the structurewill

prevent us from running trains at

anypoint,”he said.

“Theoriginal planwas for the

brickwork repairs to takeplacewhile

trainswere running.Therefore,

even if this phaseof restoration

is delayed,we shouldbeable to

complete itwithout impactingupon

the railway’s operation.”

BatsbringSevernValley’s FallingSandsviaduct renovationwork toahalt

The secondnewboiler

built by theSevernValley

Railway for the IsleofMan

Railway’sBeyerPeacock

2-4-0Tswas shipped

out to its newowneron

May15, following the

successful testing, official

examinationandapproval

earlier in themonth.

“Built bySevernValley

RailwayBridgnorth” is

proudlydisplayedon the

boilerbarrel. TheSVR is

building fiveboilers for the

IOMR,with the third tobe

completed later this year.

JOSHUAHARVEY/SVRScaffoldedandshrouded,Ayr StationHotel awaits its fate.HUGHDOUGHERTY
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Above:Rediscoveredwindowonaworldofpreservation fromthedistantpast: a full train comprisingan

opencoachawaitsdeparture for theoriginal Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway’s NorthSeaLane stationat

Humberston in1962behind the line’sNo. 1,MotorRail SimplexNo. 3991of1926.CWUNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR

Above:AquietdayatHumberstonBeach terminus, theendof theoriginal line,withanopencarriagebuilt ona converted

FirstWorldWarClassDbogiewagonhauledbyMotorRail SimplexNo. 1.CWUNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR

Left: Thismightwell havebeena sceneononeof Lincolnshire’s agricultural light railwaysa centuryago–

MotorRail SimplexNo. 1 runsover thepoint controlling the run-round loopat theapproach toHumberston

Beach terminus... andhardly a soul in sight.CWUNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR

Earlydaysofworld’sfirstDIY
line rediscoveredon theEast
Coastduring lockdownsearch
ByRobinJones

RAREandunpublishedphotographs

fromtheearly yearsof theworld’s first

heritage railway tobebuilt fromscratch

byvolunteersonagreen field sitehave

been rediscoveredat aneighbouring

linenearly sixdecadeson.

Peter Bryant, a director of the

Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway

(CCLR), which like all counterparts

in the UK has been closed because

of the pandemic, spent time during

lockdown to search its office space

and see what was in or at the back of

old cupboards, drawers and files.

He stumbled across a series

of pictures of the pioneering

Lincolnshire Coast Light Railway

(LCLR) on its original site at

Humberston. They had been

taken in 1962 by CWUnderhill,

a photographer from Belper in

Derbyshire, andmight well be viewed

as a treasure trove of images from the

nascent days of the heritage sector.

As highlighted in our special 60th

anniversary feature (HR 268), the

LCLR ran from Humberston North

Sea Lane to Humberston Beach, and

was subsequently relocated to the

SkegnessWater Leisure Park atWall’s

Lane, Ingoldmells, around 40miles to

the south.

The CCLR’s southern terminus is

also called North Sea Lane, and the

15in-gauge line has ambitions to

extend further towards where the

original LCLR ran.

Peter sent the pictures to the

LCLR, which has now been asked if

it will check old drawers, files and

cupboards for any photographs taken

in the 1950s and 1960s when the

CCLRwas the CleethorpesMiniature

Railway, run by the erstwhile

Cleethorpes Borough Council, using

parallel 10¼in. Back then, its trains

were hauled bymodel locomotives

based on the designs of Britain’s two

pioneeringmain line diesel electrics,

LMS Nos. 10000 and 10001.

LCLR spokesman John Chappell

said: “We’re hoping our older

volunteers, many of whom vividly

home, and in the meantime, all are

waiting patiently for when they can

get back to the site to prepare the

railway for when it can reopen.”

The CCLR has, like many other UK

heritage railways, launched an appeal

to cover day-to-day costs during

lockdown and also its reopening.

Donations are invited at: www.

crowdfunder.co.uk/keepusontrack

The LCLR has been forced to cancel

its 60th anniversary celebrations

because of Covid-19, but aims to hold

them at a later date.

➜Updateswill bepostedat:www.

lclr.co.uk

recall the original Cleethorpes

miniature line, will have some never-

before-seen photos of it tucked away

somewhere and we can let today’s

Cleethorpes line have them to help

publicise their planned reopening.

“We’re working on our own plans

to reopen the LCLR when we can,

in line with guidance from HM

Railway Inspectorate, Government

regulations and the implications of

being part of our site in the Skegness

Water Leisure Park, with its variety

of facilities.

“Some of the LCLR volunteers are

working on restoration projects at
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THEMoseleyRailwayTrusthas

recoveredall of the remaining

locomotives,wagonsand track from

Britain’s final peatworks railway.

The 2ft gauge line served workings

on LindowMoss, nearWilmslow,

which made national headlines

in 1984 when the well-preserved

remains of an Iron Agemale were

discovered. LindowMan is now an

exhibit at the British Museum.

The line ran from the peat fields

to the works, where the peat was

tipped from the wooden wagons,

processed, and then taken to be used

for mushroom cultivation amongst

other uses. Peat railways were once

commonplace, but increasing

environmental concerns have halted

such activities.

Following an agreement with site

owner Croghan Peat, on June 24-25,

trust members recovered three

locomotives, four wagons and a

quantity of track, in an operation

complicated by the need to

comply with Covid-19 guidance. All

equipment has been removed to the

trust’s Apedale Valley Light Railway.

Two of the locomotives (a Lister

and an Alan Keef product) were both

returned to operation within a few

hours of their arrival at Apedale. The

third, another Lister, is missing many

of its major components.

Trust chairman Phil Robinson,

said: “I would like to thank Croghan

Peat for its support with this

project, and also the trust members

who negotiated and planned this

operation. I would also like to

recognise all the Trust members who

turned out, in baking heat, to recover

the equipment from LindowMoss.”

Newcastle Borough Council has

just granted planning permission

for a new steel storage building

at Apedale.

RESPONDING to sector-wide

concerns about theUK’s suppliesof

steamcoal, theAlnValleyRailway

has launchedanappeal to secure

essential fuel for the lineuntil the

endof2021.

The‘One LumporTwo?’appeal

aims to raise around £10,000

by supporters funding a JCB

bucketful of coal for £30.

The railway is conscious that its

current local supply of coal, which

comes fromShotton open cast

mine, will not be available after

this summer and plans to open

another local open cast pit have

not yet been confirmed.

Planning permission to open

Highthorn open cast pit has not

yet been approved and so the

railwaywants to stockpile the coal

it can locally source now, in order

to look at the best options for

supplies going forward.

The line’s operationsmanager

RichardMaughan said:”We are all

toowell aware of the limitations

wewill facewith coal supply. By

launching this One LumporTwo?

schemewe are securing coal for

the 2021 season, giving us a bit

of breathing space to seewhat

happenswith our local opencasts.

We really do like using local coal as

it is supporting our local economy.

If youwould like to fundabucket

of coal, email coal@alnvalleyrailway.

co.ukorwrite toAlnValleyRailway

Trust, LionheartRailwayStation,

Lionheart EnterprisePark,Alnwick

NorthumberlandNE662EZ.

The opening of the line’s new

platform at Greenrigg has been

postponed due to Covid-19.

The three recovered locomotives fromLindowMossnowatApedale.MRT

The Brighter Steam
NewsMagazine
www.heritagerailway.co.uk

Above: In1961 theLCLRbought two locomotives fromRugbyPortland

Cement’sworksat Southam inWarwickshire: Peckett 0-6-0ST Jurassic

No.1008of1903– the star attractionof today’s Skegness LCLR–and

Lincoln-built RustonHornsby three-cylinder3hpdieselNo. 168437. The

diesel provednear-impossible to start andwas too slow forpassenger

services, so itwasbrokenup in1968.CWUNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR

Above:Ageneral viewwith signals andcoach:howtheLCLRmain station

atNorthSeaLane,Humberston, looked in1962.Oneof the former

Ashover LightRailway carriages ispictured,whichwas restoredafter

being rescued thepreviousyear from its role asa sportspavilion inClay

Cross.Also seenhereare someof the signalswhichgave the linegreat

character.CWUNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR

Above:A close-upviewof the formerAshover LightRailway carriage in

theoriginalHumberstonNorthSeaLane station, awaiting coupling to

apassenger train if thenumberswarranted twocoaches (or to shelter

fromtheweather).Oneof thesehugeandhandsomevehicles, built by

theGloucesterRailwayCarriage&WagonCompany in1925, is inuseon

today’s LincolnshireCoast LightRailway at theSkegnessWater Leisure

Park; its sister carriage isunder restoration. TheLincolnshireCoast Light

RailwayHistoricVehicles Trust’s collection includesanFirstWorldWar

battlefields and lateronagricultural railways in the local fens.

Adisabled-access adaptedbogiewagon fromthe trenchesgives

passengers an ideaofwhat itwas like to travel to the front line. CW

UNDERHILL/CCLR/LCLR
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Broadgauge track laidon theoriginal

formation. JIMDEEGAN

MaamCross: The signalbox, the replicaofwhich is onorder, seen fromaGalway-

bound train in1934. JIMDEEGAN

TheConnemaraRailway teamatMaamCross. JimDeegan isback row, left.

CONNEMARA RAILWAY

On tracks broad and narrow
at CoGalway’sMaamCross
ByHughDougherty

RAILWAYsoundsarebeingheardagain

in theHillsofConnemara, 85years

after the last train steamed itsway

fromGalway toClifden, thanks to

IrishRailtours founderandowner Jim

Deegan,who is leadingaboldplan to lay

trackand run trains,on tracksbothbroad

andnarrow,atMaamCross station.

Under the banner of the

Connemara Railway, the not-for-profit

MGWR (2017) DAC company has

signed a 25-year lease on the station

site, and has already laid 5ft 3in

track as a first step to restoring

most of the original track layout. A

replacement replica signal cabin is

on order, and both existing platforms

will be restored, along with the

goods shed and cattle pens, while a

replica platform shelter will also be

built. The £1million-plus scheme

has full planning permission and

the support of local politicians and

tourism interests.

Steam to return
Now, tomark the125thanniversary

of theopeningof theMidlandGreat

WesternRailway (MGWR) line in1895,

Jimandhis teamofvolunteers,which

includes servingandretired Irish

Rail engineers,plan to lay temporary

3ftgauge trackat thestationwitha

‘popup’stationandrunasteamengine

andcarriages.This, theyargue,will

bepositiveproofof thecompany’s

intention to fully restoreMaamCross

station to itsoldgloryasaheritage

railwayandtourist attraction.

“We plan to restore the site to

working order, using authentic broad

gauge locomotives and carriages, but

felt that we wanted to bring steam

back to Connemara this year tomark

the 125th anniversary of the line’s

opening and the 85th of its closure, so

the easy option is to bring in a narrow

gauge train temporarily, almost as a

statement of intent,”said Jim.“I can’t

reveal the identity of the locomotive

at this stage, and although we had

originally planned the event for

summer this year, we’re still confident

of staging it later in 2020 as Covid-19

restrictions are lifted.

“This line was built under the

1889 Light Railway (Ireland) Act,

the brainchild of Arthur Balfour, the

Secretary of State for Ireland, and

may originally have been planned

as narrow gauge, being one of

the few built under the act to be

constructed to the 5ft 3in gauge, so

bringing in the narrow gauge train is

quite appropriate.”

Track laying
Aspandemic restrictionswereeased,

the revivalistswereable toaccess their

MaamCross site in lateMay tocontinue

voluntarywork.Todatearound,1640ft

of3ftgauge trackhasbeen laid there.

The final broad gauge plan will

include a second signal cabin replica

to guard a level crossing gate and to

operate full signalling, while track

will be extended either side of the

station, which sits at themiddle of a

2½mile stretch of original, accessible

track bed. Jim’s ultimate dream is to

build a working replica of a Martin

Atock-designedMGWR 2-4-0, with

its characteristic Atock ‘fly away’cab,

to operate trains at the site, as no

MGWR locomotives have survived

into preservation.

The restored buildings will be used

to tell the story of the station and the

Clifden Railway, which played an early

role in the development of tourism

in Connemara and in June 1919,

also witnessed transatlantic aviation

pioneers, Alcock and Brown, pass

through on their way to Galway by

train from Clifden, after successfully

landing near the town.

“Thousands of local people

emigrated from the station on their

way to England and America,”said

Jim.“Part of the famous JohnWayne

andMaureen O’Hara film, The Quiet

Man, was filmed at Maam Cross, and

the infamous Black andTans came

through the station on their way to

Clifden in 1920 during theWar of

Independence.We’ve a great story

to tell and the idea is to present the

public with a working steam railway

which has educational value and

which tells the story of the people

who travelled and worked on it.When

complete, we’ll have the only working

broad gauge heritage railway in the

Republic of Ireland and it will appeal

to tourists and enthusiasts alike.”

➜TheConnemaraRailway is

invitingcontributionsatwww.

connemararailway.iewherea

gofundmeappealwitha targetof

€300,000hasbeenset.

Helpget‘TheFord’backon track
THEKent&East SussexRailwayhas

launcheda£10,000appeal to fund

repairs toFordNo. 40, theoldest

BoBodiesel electric in theUK.

One of three ordered from

the BritishThompsonHouston

Company by the FordMotor

Company for use at its new car

plant at Dagenham, the 1932-built

locomotivewas acquired for the

KESR in 1966, arriving on July 7

that year, just two days after

having still been in use by Ford.

It was in use on KESR trains until

recentlywhen it suffered amajor

electrical fault in its generator,

which has nowbeen repaired and

returned for refitting.

However, the railway nowneeds

to raise the full amount required to

settle the bill.

➜Donationsare invitedatwww.

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/fix-

our-generator Thenow-uniqueFordNo. 40at theKent&East SussexRailway.KESR
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Barry Standard restoration passes pony truck milestone
THE restorationofToddingtonStandard

LocomotiveLtd’s (TSLL)BRStandard4MT

2-6-0No.76077passedan important

milestonedespite thecoronavirus

lockdown,with thecompletionand

wheelingof thepony truck.

The ex-Barry scrapyard locomotive’s

frames are being restored at

Locomotive Maintenance Services

(LMS) in Loughborough and,

although volunteer working parties

have been suspended, staff have

been able to continue thanks to social

distancingmeasures.

TSLL engineering director Andrew

Meredith, who is also amember

of the LMS team, said: “The pony

truck presented a few interesting

difficulties because there is historic

damage consistent with a derailment.

We know that the locomotive was

overhauled at Eastleigh in 1964 and

we have found components on the

pony truck from other class members

and from an Ivatt 2-6-2T.

“However, not all the damage

was repaired at that time, so that

has now been rectified. The whole

assembly is as good as new and

ready to fit under the locomotive.

“This is a truly exciting point in our

progress and the first time the pony

truck has been a complete assembly

in over 30 years. It demonstrates to

our supporters that there is now real

momentum in this project to see the

engine back in steam.”

Progress
Otherprogress includes trial fitting

of thebufferbeam,productionof a

new framestretcherwhichhasalso

been trial fittedandsignificant repairs

to the frontdragbox, including the

replacementof corrodedmetal – thus

the frontendof theengine isgetting

close to completion.The teamhas

recently acquired further components,

includinga full setofbuffers (which

are identical to those fitted toClass 08

diesel-electric shunters).

Meanwhile, further smaller

components such asmachining

castings for replacement oil boxes

and driving axlebox dust shields have

been progressing in supporters’home

workshops, as highlighted last issue.

TSLL chairman Chris Irving said:“For

us, this is a real achievement.When

we acquired the locomotive, it was

essentially a giant kit of parts – but

with several partsmissing. Seeing the

pony truck complete is a huge boost

to themorale of the team at a time

when little work is going on anywhere

in the heritage railway industry.

“It demonstrates our determination

to reflect the commitment of so

many shareholders to see the

engine returned to service as soon

as possible. There is still a longway

to go of course, but we are bit by

bit, component by component,

getting there.”

TSLL is devising a new component

sponsorship scheme, with

contributions to pay for parts being

converted into shares, although a

permanent record of which pieces

‘belong’to whowill bemaintained.

The project has also received a

boost, withmore than £25,000 shares

invested in the locomotive over

recent weeks.

Chris said:“Thismeans that

restorationwork for the coming

months can press ahead – this is real

momentumwhich I’m confident will

continue. At present, we are very

much on schedule and I hope that

with the gradual easing of coronavirus

restrictions wewill be able to resume

volunteer working parties at both

Toddington on the Gloucestershire

Warwickshire Railway (G/WR) and

at Loughborough.”

Background
Built atHorwichWorks in1956,

No. 76077 isoneof fourmembersof

the115-strongclass to surviveand the

last of thequartet tobe restored.After

arrivingat theGW/R in1987, having

been retrieved fromBarry scrapyardby

ChrisHinton, itwasdismantled. Some

restorationworkwas carriedoutbut for

various reasons,work stoppedand the

engine’s componentswere loadedon to

wagons. Itwas storedaway frompublic

sight, pending resumptionofwork, to

be largely forgotten for 30years.TSLL

was formed in2018with theaimof

restoring it to runningorder.

➜Topurchasesharesorsponsor

components,visit

www.standard76077.com

At the start of 2020,movementof

vehicles at theLocomotionmuseum

inShildonsawBattleofBritainLight

PacificNo. 34051WinstonChurchill

placedat theheadof theWagon

Lits car at the frontof thebuilding.

HeadcuratorAndrewMcLean saw

theopportunity toenhance the

displayby commissioninga ‘Night

Ferry’ headboard tobe carriedon

the locomotive. Curatorial team

assistantMartynHalmanhad

alreadymadeseveral headboards

fitted to locomotives atYorkand

hewasdelighted tomake the

circularboard forNo. 34051. Itwas

finishedand fitted justbefore the

coronavirus lockdown.This view

was takenat Locomotionona

recent careandmaintenancevisit as

something to look forward towhen

themuseumreopens.

ANTHONY COULLS

Above: The completedpony truck forBR

Standard4MTNo.76077. TSLL

Right: BRStandard4MTNo.76077arrives at

Toddington in1987. TREVOR JAMES/TSLL
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ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

In the 50th anniversary year of the big-screen dramatisation of The Railway
Children, whichwas filmed on the Keighley &Worth Valley Railway, the line is
fighting a survival battle, and desperately needs donations fromwell-wishers to
help itmeet day-to-day overheads, writesRobin Jones.

Inoneof themost famous scenes fromtheEMImovieversionof TheRailwayChildren, the three childrenwaved redpetticoats to try to stop the trainheadedby

pannier tankNo. 5775 in its fictitiousGreatNorthern&SouthernRailway livery, fromapproaching the landslide in the cuttingbyMytholmesTunnel. CharlesBCollett’s

GWR57XX0-6-0PTs, ofwhich863werebuilt, didnot appearuntil 1929, this examplebeingoutshopped fromSwindon that September–making it far toomodern for

the storywhichwas set inearly Edwardian times.CANAL+ IMAGEUK/KWVR

F
rom the start, there has evolved a
symbiotic relationship between the
worlds of railways and drama. Historians

have argued that the world’s first railway
comprised grooves set in the stages of the
theatres of ancient Greece, to facilitate the
efficient movement of props and scenery.
Today, an encyclopaedia would be needed to
provide a complete list of the location filming
carried out in Britain’s heritage railway
portfolio over the decades. Indeed, in its
ability to re-create cameo scenes from our
transport history, our heritage lines form one
of the greatest stages of all.
The true purpose of drama is not merely to

entertain but to enlighten, educate and above
all inspire. In 1953, the Ealing comedy The
Titfield Thunderbolt, which told the story of
a group of enthusiasts trying to stop British
Railways closing the branch line to their town,
was largely based on the exploits of Tom Rolt’s
volunteer team which took over the Talyllyn
Railway two years earlier and so started the
operational heritage railway sector. In those
days, long before information was freely
available on the internet, the film introduced
the concept in the minds of an enthralled
audience and may well have sown the seeds of
what was to come later.
On December 21, 1970, the EMI Elstree’s

movie version of The Railway Children
directed by Lionel Jeffries, and starring
Dinah Sheridan, Jenny Agutter, Sally
Thomsett and Bernard Cribbins in leading
roles, was premiered in London. Shortly
afterwards, it was screened at the former
Ritz cinema in Keighley. The Keighley &
Worth Valley Railway (KWVR) wasted no
time in capitalising on the film’s overnight
soaraway success, and printed leaflets to be
given to cinemagoers, outlining all of the
featured locations.
The film was the ninth most popular movie

at the British box office in 1971, and has
remained a firm favourite in the half century

NOW

HELP
SAVEIT
AGAIN!

THE LINE YOU HAVE ALL
LOVED FOR 50 YEARS
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that followed. The impact on the KWVR was
resounding and continues to this day: coming
out two-and-a-half years after steam ended
on the British Railway main line, audiences
were enchanted by its yesteryear atmosphere.
Even families who did not include hardcore
enthusiasts amongst their ranks flocked to
the locality first made famous by the Brontë
sisters, to see and ride behind the steam
trains from the film running over the revived
4¾-mile branch line that had been opened on
June 29, 1968, six weeks before the curtain
fell on BR standard gauge steam in the form
of the legendary ‘Fifteen Guinea Special’ of
August 11.
The film placed the KWVR firmly on the

map. Furthermore, it awakened an eager
public to the other heritage railway revival
schemes across the country that were
taking shape.
It is impossible to measure the full extent

of the long-reaching impact that The Railway
Children had at this crucial period of the
revivalist movement, but in short, it was the
right product, the right film at precisely the
right time.
However, years before the film’s release,

the KWVR had broken much vital new
ground that would pave the way for future
schemes elsewhere.
While the Bluebell and Middleton railways,

which opened in 1968, were founded by
youthful enthusiasts, the KWVR – which
was only the third standard gauge line to be
revived – had very different origins indeed.
Here was a classic Titfield Thunderbolt case

of a community coming together to save its
line, standing up against the faceless powers
that be in some far-off city who cared little
for the effect its closure would have on local
people. In that respect, what happened on the
Worth Valley was far truer to The Titfield
Thunderbolt than events on the Talyllyn. It
was local residents, not railway enthusiasts,
who saved the branch, not to keep steam alive
but to save their local services, and this point
cannot be overstated.
On January 24, 1962, three-and-a-half weeks

after the last passenger train, a meeting was
called at the Keighley Temperance Hall, from
which a committee emerged to explore the
possibilities of local people taking over the line.
A second meeting there on March 1, called

by future Keighley Labour MP, the late Bob
Cryer, and attended by more than 100 people,
led to the formation of the Keighley &Worth
Valley Railway Preservation Society. A
provisional committee was set up – with Bob
as chairman. By the end of 1962, there were
266 members.
No time was wasted in making contact with

BR officials, for in those days, track was often
lifted within days of a line’s closure, never to
be relaid. The society established a company
to purchase the line outright, lease access
into Keighley station and operate a regular
public service.
The primary aim was not to preserve steam

locomotives, but to save the railway which
had served their towns and villages so well for
so long.
One of the company’s biggest landmark

steps was the acquisition of statutory powers
to operate the line. It drew on the provisions
of the 1896 Light Railways Act, which
facilitated the building of railways in rural
outbacks ‘on the cheap’, with a maximum
speed limit of 25mph. The company applied
for a Light Railway Order to operate the

branch, but still under the control of BR.
It then needed a Transfer Order to acquire
running powers outright from BR.
The British Railways (Keighley &Worth

Valley) Light Railway Order came into force
in October 1967. The Transfer Order came
through on May 27, 1968.
The KWVR then became the first revivalist

company to buy a former BR line, and in
drawing up a blueprint for the procedures
involved, blazed a trail for other revival
schemes to follow.
All that was then needed to start running

public trains again was for the branch to be
inspected by the Department of Transport
(DoT).
Saturday, June 8, saw inspector Colonel JRH

Robertson of the DoT give the green light.
After six years of long hard slog, the

KWVR revivalists then found themselves
standing at the top of a mountain which had
proved far more difficult to climb than had
been anticipated, on the verge of transport
history being made by local people who were
determined that their railway should not go
the way of the others closed before, during
and after the Beeching Axe.

Aseriesof serials
Novelist, poet and political activist Edith
A Nesbit, later Edith Bland (August 15,
1858-May 4, 1924), was born in Kennington,
Surrey, the daughter of an agricultural
chemist and schoolteacher. The death of her
father when she was four and the continuing
ill health of her sister meant that Edith had
a transitory childhood, her family moving
across Europe in search of healthy climates,
only to return to England for financial
reasons. She therefore spent her childhood
gaining an education from whatever sources
were available, including local grammar
schools and boarding schools, but mainly
through reading. At 17 her family finally
settled in London.
She became a co-founder of the Fabian

Society, a socialist organisation and an
important influence on the Labour Party,
which grew from it.
She also wrote or collaborated on more

than 60 children’s books. According to her
biographer, Julia Briggs, Nesbit was “the
first modern writer for children” who she
also credited with inventing the children’s
adventure story.
The most famous of her work was The

Railway Children, which she dedicated to
her son Paul Bland (1880-1940). The Railway
Children was originally serialised in The
London Magazine during 1905 and first
published in book form in 1906.
The story relates how a family comprising

a mother, daughters Bobbie and Phyllis and
son Peter moves by train from London to
The Three Chimneys, a house near a railway,
possibly in the north of England – perhaps
Yorkshire as Edith visited her sister on the
North Yorkshire Moors, staying at a house
also called Three Chimneys nearby – or
maybe in or around London and the Home
Counties, where Edith grew up. Nobody
knows for certain.
The father, who works at the Foreign Office,

disappears in mysterious circumstances
and a few days later the family moves to a
poorer home in the country. In reality he
is imprisoned after being falsely accused
of spying. At their new home, the children
become friendly with Perks, the station porter,
and delight in watching the trains go by.
They become acquainted with an Old

Gentleman who regularly takes the 9.15am
train near their home. He is able to help
prove their father’s innocence, and the family
is reunited. In the meantime, the family
have several adventures. They take care of a
Russian exile, Mr Szczepansky, who came to
England looking for his family and Jim, the
grandson of the Old Gentleman, who suffers a
broken leg in a tunnel.
The story appears to be set in 1905, and

there are references to the contemporary

Back in thenon-authenticKWVRmaroon livery that it carried for the line’s openingon June29, 1968, Ivatt

2MT2-6-2No. 41241headsapassenger serviceonMarch11,before lockdowntook its toll. It first carried the

‘privateowner’ liverydue toBRasking thatpreserved steam locomotivesdidn’twear theBR liverywith its

thencrest.CHRIS KING
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Russo-Japanese War and to attitudes taken by
British people to the conflict.
The novel was adapted for radio in 1943,

before BBC TV, which had a monopoly on
Britain’s one-channel television service –
adapted it for a Children’s Hour series in 1951,
starring Jean Anderson, with eight episodes
each half-an-hour long.
A second TV version was then produced

using some of the footage from the first but
with a few cast changes and new material. It
had four hour-long episodes.
BBC TV produced another version in 1957,

again produced by Dorothea Brooking, with
an eight-episode series. Location filming was
carried out at Baynards station in Surrey on
the old Guildford to Horsham line.
In 1968, the BBC revisited the evergreen

story again. Thanks to this particular
production, screened on black and white
TV in seven 25-minute episodes, The
Railway Children was on track to become an
international box office blockbuster.
In February 1968, the KWVR received an

enquiry from BBC TV about the possibility of
using the line for location filming. It had all
the necessary ingredients – period builds, no
regular trains and passengers to get in the way
and most importantly, steam locomotives.

The director, Julia Smith, had worked on Dr
Finlay’s Casebook, Dr Who and Sixties soap
opera The Newcomers (and later produced
Eastenders). Her assistant, Nicolas Johns
visited the line and a works train consisting of
a diesel railbus was provided on February 17.
On Monday, March 25, the filming

unit arrived and set up headquarters at
Oakworth station.
Before then, volunteers had pulled out all

the stops to have the closed branch ready. An
NER signal was erected at the curve before
Oxenhope and featured in the title sequences.
It was pulled to the off position by means of a
wire fed through the boundary wall.
The shots of the train stopping, the signal

releasing and the train starting were more
complicated than the audience ever realised.
Three men including two BBC prop men
crouched low out of camera range heaving
and tugging on the thin strand of wire
emerging from the wall until the signal
moved, knees and feet squelching in the
familiar products of a farmyard.
Oakworth station had the eight broken

windows replaced and was repainted for the
occasion. The majority of the fence was given
a coat of white paint and the gas lamps, long
since smashed, were given new glass globes,

the platform edge was adorned with the
traditional white stripe and the whole area
was cleaned and weeded.
The BBC provided contemporary notice

boards, and station signs. Oakworth became
‘Meadow Vale’, bushes were also planted on
wooden bases to give the whole station an
authentically well-groomed appearance. Coal
in the nearby yard was cleared by the local
coal merchant, Norman Feather, to permit a
long shot free from pylons.
Three days were allocated for the use

of steam engines. On the first morning,
Manning Wardle 0-6-0ST
provided a few anxious moments when the
right-hand injector refused to function and
the left-hand one seemed sulky and would
only work in a half-hearted fashion. However,
a quick dash to Oxenhope water tank
solved the problem and also ended its brief
TV career.
The cast featured Joseph O’Conor as the

Old Gentleman, Ann Casde as The Mother,
Gordon Gostelow as Perks the Porter, Brian
Hayes as the Stationmaster, John Ringham
as the Doctor, Mary Healey as Ruth the
Parlourmaid, Stefan Gryff as the Foreigner,
Frederick Treves as the Father, Gillian Bailey
as Phyllis, Christopher Witty as Jim, Neil
McDermott as Peter and Jenny Agutter as
Roberta (Bobbie).
The first episode was screened at 5.25pm

on Sunday, May 12, 1968. The adaptation was
placed 96th in the BFI’s 100 Greatest British
Television Programmes poll of 2000. Of the
four BBC TV versions of the Nesbit novel,
this is the only one known to survive and was
decades later made available on DVD.
The nationwide screening brought swathes

of publicity for the branch, and when it
reopened on June 29, 1968, no doubt played a
significant part in drawing the crowds.
Also watching was English character actor

and screenwriter Lionel Jefferies, who was
so impressed with the BBC series that his
daughter persuaded him to buy the film rights
and make his debut as a director.

EdithANesbit, authorof The

RailwayChildren.

The three childrenon theKWVR for the filmingof the

1968BBCTVproduction.BBC

NERJ720-6-0T Joem,also carrying the fictitiousGreatNorthern&SouthernRailway livery, runspastNorth

IvesBottomCrossingwitha three-coach trainduring filming for theBBC’s fourthproductionof TheRailway

Children, onMarch23, 1968.Boughtby theNorthEasternLocomotivePreservationGroup in1983, it is now

basedon theNorthYorkshireMoorsRailway.WHFOSTER

A first

edition

copyofThe

Railway

Children

from1906.

“DaddymyDaddy!” JennyAgutter in the closing scene fromtheBBC1968

productionof TheRailwayChildren.BBC
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Movie starsof theWorthValley
Jenny Agutter reprised her role at Roberta
(Bobbie) from the 1968 BBC production, and
remains the most famous cast member.
Born in Taunton on December 20, 1952,

she began her career as a child actress in
1964, appearing in East of Sudan, Star! She
also appeared in the critically acclaimed film
Walkabout and the TV film The Snow Goose
(both 1971), for which she won an Emmy
Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in
a Drama.
She relocated to the USA in 1974 to pursue

a Hollywood career and appeared in Logan’s
Run (1976), Amy (1981), An American
Werewolf in London (1981) and Child’s Play 2
(1990).
Meanwhile, she also continued to appear in

high-profile British films such as The Eagle
Has Landed (1976), Equus (1977) – for which
she won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in
a Supporting Role – and The Riddle of the
Sands (1979).
In 1981 she also co-starred in The Survivor,

an Australian adaptation of the James Herbert
novel, and was nominated for an AACTA
Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role.
After returning to Britain in the early 1990s

to pursue family life, Agutter shifted her focus
to television, and in 2000 she appeared in a
new TV adaptation of The Railway Children,
filmed on the Bluebell Railway, but this time
taking on the role of the mother!
Since 2012, she has starred in the BBC’s

primetime ratings hit Call the Midwife. She
also made a return to Hollywood film-making
in 2012, appearing in Marvel’s The Avengers,
and reprised her role in Captain America: The
Winter Soldier (2014).
Agutter is married with one grown-up son.

She supports several charitable causes, mostly
in relation to cystic fibrosis, a condition her
niece suffers from, and was made an OBE
in the 2012 Queen’s Birthday Honours for
charitable services.
In the 1970 movie, her mother was played

by Dinah Sheriden, best known for the 1953
film Genevieve.
Bobbie’s younger sister Phyliss was played

by 20-year-old Sally Thomsett – who took the
part of an 11-year-old despite being two years
older than Jenny Agutter.
As part of her contract, Sally was not

allowed to reveal her true age during the
making of the film, and neither was she
allowed to be seen smoking, drinking, driving
her car, or in the company of her boyfriend
during the filming. She received a nomination
for the BAFTA Film Award for Newcomer to
Leading Film Roles.
The remainder of the cast comprises

Bernard Cribbins (Perks); Iain Cuthbertson
(Father); William Mervyn (the Old
Gentleman); Gary Warren (Peter) Peter
Bromilow (the Doctor); Ann Lancaster
(Ruth); Gordon Whiting (the Russian);
Beatrix Mackey (Aunt Emma); Deddie Davies
(Mrs Perks); David Lodge (the bandmaster);
Christopher Witty (Jim); Brenda Cowling
(Viney); Paddy Ward (the Cart Man); Eric
Chitty (the Photographer); Sally James (the
Maid); and Dominic Allen (the CID man).
A major part of the story was the

landslide on the bank in the cutting below
Mytholmes Tunnel.
To create the illusion of a landslip, three

long steel channels were placed in the hillside
with three short vertical tubes in each. They
were drawn up the hillside by cables and

released to slide down as required. The centre
tube carried a glass fibre tree made by Elstree
Studios’ art department.
When filming took place, the hinged base

of the tree caused it to fall over, while 40 tons
of Fuller’s earth and gravel piled up behind
sleepers at the bottom of the cutting were
exploded, causing the slippage to slide across
the track.
Other locations around the line were used

for location filming. The family’s house Three
Chimneys is to be found to the north of
Oxenhope station. Doctor Forrest’s surgery was

set inside the Brontë Parsonage in Haworth.
The fields of long grass where the children

waved to the trains are situated on the Haworth
side of Mytholmes Tunnel, which featured
extensively in the film, including being the
location for the paper chase scene, as well as
the famous one in which the children wave
the girls’ petticoats in the air to warn the train
about a landslide.
The scenes of the children sitting on a bridge

were filmed outside the valley, at Wycoller,
near Colne.

Continued on page 48

Above: The three children

exchangepleasantrieswith the

driverofManchester ShipCanal

0-6-0TNo. 67,whichhada cameo

role in themovies. The local train

of four andsix-wheeledwooden-

bodied coacheswashauledby

the1921-builtHudswell Clarke

locomotive,which isnowbasedon

theMiddletonRailway.Another

enginewhichmadea cameo

appearancewasGNRN20-6-0

No. 1744.CANAL+ IMAGE UK/KWVR

At theendof themovie, the castbroke the “fourthwall” ofdrama towavedirectly at theaudience,with

No. 5775 suitablydecorated, and JennyAgutterholdingupa sign saying “TheEnd.”CANAL+ IMAGE UK/KWVR

Left: Amongst the cast for

theEMI filmwasKWVR

volunteerGrahamMitchell,

whoplayeda trainguard.

Herehe is seenawaiting the

“right away”atOakworth

whilepassing the timeof

daywith theOldGentleman,

playedbyWilliamMervyn.

Grahamwenton to serve

formanyyears as apopular

KWVRchairman. CANAL+

IMAGE UK/KWVR
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On-loanGWRpannier tankNo.5775was repainted
into its fictitiousGreatNorthern&SouthernRailway
caramel livery that it carried in the1970 filmThe
RailwayChildrenwhen it starred in theYorkTheatre
Royal’s 2015OlivierAward-winning stageproduction
ina temporaryauditorium, theSignalBoxTheatre, at
theNationalRailwayMuseum inYork.NRM

LIFE AFTER THE RAILWAY CHILDREN
Steam ‘stars’ on the K&WVR – 50 years on from themaking of a family film favourite
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In its originalGWRBrunswickgreen livery,
0-6-0PTNo. 5775 takesa service trainpast
top field inAugust 1997.COLIN SMITH

Lancashire&YorkshireRailway1887-built Class 25
‘Ironclad’ 0-6-0No. 957doubleheadswithvisitingLMS
Jubilee4-6-0No. 5690 LeanderatOakworthonOctober
13, 2006.No. 957became ‘GreenDragon’ tohaul theOld
Gentleman’s Train in the1970 filmTheRailwayChildren
andalso featured inBBCTV’sBornandBredand the
remakeofTheHoundof theBaskervilles.BRIAN SHARPE

‘TheGreenDragon’ inBRblack
asNo. 52044passes theMound
onAugust 1, 2002. COLIN SMITH

GNRN20-6-2TNo. 1744, oneof the first residents
of thenascentKWVR, returned for aguest visit on
February20, 2010 from its thenGreatCentral Railway
home, and is seen stormingoutofKeighley. It is now
basedon theNorthNorfolkRailway. BRIAN SHARPE

GWR0-6-0PTNo. 5775headingoutofKeighley
onApril 1, 2008, in themaroon livery it carried
asNo. L89 in theLondonTransport fleet from
January1963until boughtby theKWVR in
January1970.COLIN SMITH
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Right:Waving forhelpagain50yearson, actress

JennyAgutter is imploringpeopleeverywhere to

rallybehind theKWVR in itsdarkesthourofneed

andsave it, just as theydidwith theoriginal branch

in the1960s.KWVR

Left: JennyAgutter as themotherof the children

inCarltonTV’s 2000version filmedon theBluebell

Railway,withSECRCClass0-6-0No. 592 in the

background.BLUEBELL RAILWAY ARCHIVES

Not the finalword
In 1999, the British Film Institute placed The
Railway Children 66th its list of the Top 100
British films of all time, while in 2004, the
film magazine Total Film named it the 46th
greatest British film of the 20th century.
In 2005, the British Film Institute included

it in a list of the 50 films you should see by
the age of 14. In 2008, the film was in 30th
place on Channel 4’s list of the 100 Greatest
Family Films.
A new Carlton TV adaption of the novel

also featuring Jenny Agutter (this time as the
mother) was made on the Bluebell Railway
in October 1999 and shown in the UK the
following Easter Day. It also starred Jemima
Rooper, Jack Blumenau, JJ Feild and North
British Railway J36 0-6-0Maude from the
Bo’ness & Kinneil Railway.
Producer Charles Elton was quoted as

saying: “We’re not ‘remaking’ the 1970 film,
but making a film of the 1906 book, and in
many ways we’re trying to be more faithful
to the original novel – for example we’re
including the canal scenes from the book, and
also the scene when Bobbie gets trapped on
the engine when she’s taken Peter’s toy train to
be repaired.”
Critical response was good, but while the

Bluebell is nearer the places where Edith
Nesbit grew up and which inspired her (see
pages 50-51), the KWVR had long since
immortalised the story on celluloid in the
public minds and would not be giving it up
that easily!
In 2005, The Railway Children was

performed for the first time as a stage musical
at Sevenoaks Playhouse in Kent, UK, with
a cast including Are You Being Served star
Nicholas Smith as the Old Gentleman, Paul
Henry from Crossroads as Perks and West
End star Susannah Fellows as Mother
On March 2, 2010, the Bradford

International Film Festival concluded with a
new restoration of The Railway Children film
with the 40th anniversary digital premiere.
An accompanying Blu-ray disc and DVD was
accordingly released in May that year with
a new digitally-remastered print. It included
new interviews with Sally Thomsett, Jenny
Agutter and Bernard Cribbins. Sadly, the
planned commentary by director Lionel

Jeffries was not completed due to his death in
February 2010.
A new stage adaptation written by Mike

Kenny and directed by York Theatre Royal
artistic director’s Damian Cruden was
staged in 2008 and 2009 at the National
Railway Museum in York and featured a
real locomotive in the form of the National
Collection’s Great Northern Railway Stirling
single 4-2-2 No. 1.
The production was followed by two seasons

at two of the disused international platforms
at Waterloo International (winning an Olivier
Award for best Entertainment in 2011) and
a Toronto production the same year, selling
to packed auditoriums, and using LSWR T3
4-4-0 No. 563, borrowed from the NRM and
shipped abroad. The production at Waterloo
won an Olivier Award for best Entertainment
in 2011.
From June 21 to July 2, Denmark’s oldest

heritage railway, the Museumsbanen Maribo
– Bandholm on the island of Lolland, held
a live stage performance at the station in
Bandholm, using the line’s oldest operational
steam locomotive, 1879-built ØSJS 2 Kjøge
from 1879, and a rake of its coaches.
The stage adaptation, produced by the

National Railway Museum and York Theatre
Royal, reopened in December 2014 in a new
temporary theatre behind King’s Cross station
and ran until 2017.
It seems highly unlikely that the film will

ever lose its popularity, and will continue
to inspire people not only to bring their
families to the KWVR, but to other heritage
railways too.

WorthSavingSOSappeal
In May, Jenny Agutter rekindled her long
association with the railway which helped
build her career – by lending her support
to its Worth Saving SOS emergency
appeal, launched in a bid to save it for the
second time.
As reported in issue 265, the railway was left

with a sizeable repair bill after Storm Ciara
flooded Haworth Yard and its engine shed on
February 9, filling it with mud, tree debris and
rubble. The flooding came at a time when the
railway was trying to raise £150,000 to carry
out essential repairs to the ageing Bridge 11,

with the major work having begun at the end
of January.
However, the biggest threat to the line is, in

common with all other UK heritage railways,
its closure due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
which has left it unable to run trains and open
catering outlets, therefore leaving it devoid
of income to meet day-to-day overheads. A
succession of key events planned up to the
end of October have been cancelled with, as
we closed for press, no firm date set for the
resumption of any services.
Speaking to volunteer Jim Shipley, who 10

years ago published a book on the making
of the film, Jenny said: “It is the 50th
anniversary of The Railway Children film
and sadly the celebrations have had to be
cancelled. I have many fond memories of
working at Haworth and Oakworth and along
that wonderful railway line.
“Like many others, I find that steam trains

hold a fascination for me. Since the filming,
I have returned for visits and love seeing the
beautifully restored and cared-for engines and
travelling in the old carriages.
“Because of the present situation, people

have been unable to visit the Worth Valley
Railway. Now without support, this treasure
of a place may not survive. After all the care
and hard work (much of it voluntary) that has
gone towards making this such a special place,
it would be a loss for us, for our children and
for future generations, if it were to close.
“Fifty years on, I am waving my red flannel

petticoat (metaphorically), hoping it will
make people aware of the need to give support
now, so we can look forward to returning
to the Worth Valley Railway in the years
to come!”
Her sentiments were echoed by Christopher

Witty, who played Jim, the boy athlete who
the children rescued in the railway tunnel,
and who said: “We were all so looking forward
to coming back to Oakworth this summer to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the making
of the film, but due to the current situation we
all find ourselves in, that cannot be possible.
We hope that when life returns to normal,
and everyone both young and old are safe and
well, we can return to help promote all that is
good with the KWVR and the film that has
been so successful and endearing to our lives.”
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To support the railway’s Worth Saving appeal, visit
kwvr.co.uk/worth-saving/ to see how to donate.

If you would like to talk to a member of the
KWVR team about your donation, please telephone
07747 841476.

HOWYOUCANHELPTHEKWVR

Speaking about the appeal, KWVR Society
chairman Matt Stroh said: “Our initial focus
was replenishing the £200,000 cash reserve
and fundraising to support the work required
to complete the replacement of Bridge 11.
The replacement will cost more as a result of
having had to pause the work on the bridge,
and we are very grateful to have received a
grant of £50,000 from the National Lottery
Heritage Fund to support the work, as well as
a further contribution to the railway from the
KWVR Trust.
“Due to the magnificent contributions

by our members and supporters, we have
succeeded in raising virtually all of the
£200k that replaces the railway’s opening
cash reserve. We are humbled by the level
of contribution, with several four-figure
donations and one of £25,000.
“We cannot, however, be complacent. As we

get more clarity on the longer-term impact of
social distancing, we are formulating detailed
plans to permit reopening safely. While we
should be able to operate the railway later
in the summer, the restrictions might cause
passengers to stay away or reduce the available
capacity to the extent which means that it is
not commercially viable to run trains. We are
painfully aware that demand may be low and
so have issued a passenger questionnaire to
help inform our decisions over the coming
weeks and months.
“While focusing on the immediate priority

of implementing the reopening plan, we are
also looking forward to the financial position
during 2021. We can already see significant
cash requirements to fund the various
projects and activities that have been deferred
from this year. Without the benefit of a
contribution from 2020’s income, there will be
the need for a continued focus on fundraising
and a detailed and searching evaluation of
the railway’s expenditure as we secure the
long-term future.”

TacklingchallengesofCovid-19
In early spring, the railway’s operations
manager Noel Hartley found himself
presented with what seemed unprecedented
circumstances in modern times due to the
coronavirus crisis.
However, he set to work on preparing a

nine-point plan to bring the line back to as
close to normality as might be possible in
dire circumstances.
“When the news came in that visitor

attractions were being forced to close, it sent a
shock wave through the KWVR and we went
into crisis mode,” recalled Noel.
“All spending was stopped, everyone was

sent home and we had to put our thinking
caps on about what on earth to do next.
“Quite quickly it became clear that all but

a couple of paid staff had to be put into the
Government furlough scheme and we had to
do some pretty drastic financial predictions
for the coming months to ensure the railway’s
future wasn’t put in jeopardy.
“We were then left with what essentially

was a deserted railway, which then became
vulnerable to theft or vandalism. We quite
quickly used the daily exercise permission
to use our volunteers to do security walks
around our sites between four and six times
a day.
“Across all of our sites this required 28 local

people per day, not an insignificant number
and the support of all of our local volunteers
has been overwhelming.

“As the restrictions continued, things on the
main line network became difficult too and
the fact that Northern Rail was not operating
many of its trains left it with a problem of
where to store the units that were out of use.
I received a telephone call asking to stable
one or two Class 144 Pacers on our land to
help out, which I agreed as a favour to help
the network keep moving. This then quickly
turned into a commercial discussion around
storing more or less the whole remaining
fleet of Class 144 Pacers at Keighley. We
are not sure how long they will be with us,
but as long as they are at Keighley they are
contributing to our funds!
“If anyone had said to me in February

‘What worries you most about the long term
continuation of heritage railways?’ I would
probably have said coal… I still think that
could be the answer I would still give now.
However, when you are in the middle of a
global pandemic, the only member of paid
staff working full-time and the future looking
bleak, things start to look slightly different!
“I’m pretty confident that we can develop a

model for visitors to come to the railway, even
with some health restrictions still in place,
and go away again having had fun without
having to worry too much about contracting
or spreading a virus,” explained Noel.
“The process for developing a tourist train

trip in these unusual times comes back to
that word which is even more commonplace
now – risk.
“At the KWVR, our approach is going to

be based around temporarily changing our
service from what is a branch line stopping
service with flexibility around boarding and
alighting, to a round trip, there-and-back
only service. This model gives us control over
the visitor flow at the railway and enables us
to focus our attention on the visitor facilities
at just two of our six stations.
“We plan to use our compartment coaching

stock in order to fit in with social distancing,
whatever that looks like in a couple of
months’ time. In terms of motive power, we
will focus on providing what is needed for
the level of service initially. We are planning
some specialist cleaning for public areas,
including the carriages and station facilities.
“All of our tickets will be pre-booked and

according to a survey that we carried out
amongst our followers, most people would be
happy with our approach and will still visit
us. We are committed to providing a fun day
out for people that complies with the advice
and doesn’t create intolerable risks.
“What is very clear right now is the

passion held for the KWVR. Whether it is
our volunteers working hard behind the
scenes to get things back up and running
again, or our fantastic supporters with deep
pockets who have helped us almost reach our
fundraising target, the fact is for a 4¾-mile
railway it packs a punch and has an awesome
community of people involved.”
Noel concluded: “I am certainly looking

forward to the day when we can hold our beer
festival, operate a steam or diesel gala or even
just take my own family for a ride. We don’t
know when this will be, but all we can do is
keep our ear to the ground, plan our little
socks off, talk to our colleagues across the UK
and keep our fingers crossed that although
Covid-19 could be here for a long time, we
can get our businesses back to normal before
too much longer!”

Steamingwithhope foranewdawnafter lockdown,provided that theWorthSavingAppeal is successful:

back in1970,MidlandRailway4FNo.43924ushered ina freshera for theheritage railway sectorbybecoming

the first of 213 locomotives tobebought fromBarry scrapyard forpreservationpurposes. It arrivedat

Haworth in the summerof1970andafter aheavyoverhaul, returned to steam in1974. It is seenbeing

steamed inHaworthyardon June4, asplans to return the railway take shape.CALLUMWALTON
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INSIGHT

It is possible that nothing else related to railway heritage has ever reached such a
wide international audience as Edith A Nesbit’s The Railway Children novel.
David Staines unveils the idyllic English country setting where it all took place.

“O
akworth, Oakworth”, cries the
porter in the evergreen 1970 film
adaptation of The Railway Children.

Conjure up any visual image of the location
of the story and the Keighley &Worth Valley
Railway (KWVR) immediately springs to
mind. Where, however, is the real place where
the well-to-do Victorian children who had
fallen on hard times befriended the railway,
waved to trains and watched in horror as
cuttings slipped onto the tracks?
Certainly not Yorkshire! The KWVR was

merely a convenient location for filmmakers to
record steam in action two years after it had

ceased on BR. The 2000 Carlton TV
adaptation was shot on the Bluebell Railway
featuring some of that line’s South Eastern
Railway (SER) locomotives.Whether by accident
or design, this was much closer to the mark.

Conjecture
There has been a certain amount of conjecture
around the precise location that inspired
Nesbit, who lived in a variety of locations
around south east London, including Eltham
and Grove Park (at the latter, town planners
have been eager to name a road after the
novel) and it may be that the book takes

in some elements of more than one place.
However, the famous writer’s biographer must
surely have the casting vote.
The reality is that the actual ‘Railway

Children’ station still exists and survives on
the national network.
Although the book was published in 1906,

it has been established that it was based on
her own childhood recollections of living
at Halstead Hall in Kent from 1871-74.
Some commentators took this to mean that
the station was Halstead (now known as
Knockholt), on the SER’s London-Dover main
line. While this was certainly the point closest
to the hall where the children ran down to
the line, Halstead was built only in 1876, two
years after the Nesbits left the locality. Drawn
by the cutting edge of Victorian technology,
and not content with just watching passing
trains, the children had been eager to find the
nearest station.
This was Chelsfield, just over a mile away,

which had opened with the line on March 2,
1868, three years before the children had
arrived in the area. Nesbit’s biographer, Julia
Briggs, researched that “if they ran down the
field at the back of the house, they found
themselves by the track, which cuts deeply
through high banks of chalk, finally
disappearing into tunnels in both directions.
Walking along the sleepers, as the Railway
Children were to do, the Nesbits could follow
the line until it finally reached Chelsfield
station, although it was quite a tidy walk for
them.” The tunnels she referred to were Polhill
to the south and Chelsfield to the north.
The station survives and thrives, its claim

to fame virtually unknown. It started life as a
typical wayside SER product – standard design
clapboard buildings and signalbox, a small
three siding goods yard on the Up side with a
goods transhipment dock and a ‘spare’ siding
on the Down side.
Its positioning was influenced by the local

landowning family, the Warings. While never
a private station, its provision and location was
tied in with the deal to sell land to the SER.
Suburban housing, spurred on by the Southern
Railway’s electrification in 1935, robbed it of
its idyllic country existence.
Worse might have happened – in the 1930s,

the abortive South Orbital Motorway, the
precursor to what became the M25, was
planned to pass over the line with rubble
from the wartime blitz (which can still be seen
today in nearby Aspen Spring Wood) later

THE REAL RAILWAY
CHILDREN STATION
THE

REVEALED:

OnMarch27, 2014,BulleidWestCountry lightPacificNo. 34046Brauntonhas just exitedChelsfieldTunnel

and is approachingKnockholtwitha7.04amSolihull-CanterburyWest excursion.Newly-completed

remedialworkon the chalkwalls of the cutting shows that land slippagehere remainsa concerna century

afterNesbit’s time.DAVID STAINES
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dumped to provide preparatory earthworks.
When Nesbit knew it, it was surrounded

by fields, the village of Chelsfield was nearly
a mile away. Strawberries were its greatest
export to the capital – milepost 15¼ from
Charing Cross still sits on the Down platform.
The landslide at the conclusion of the story

was caused by slippages in the deep newly-
hewn chalk cuttings either side of the station.
These are recorded as being of concern to the
SER board at the time. Disputed claims about
the safety of the cuttings saw Peter Ashcroft,
the SER’s engineer, sue the Railway Times and
win an apology. Unfortunately, most of the
structures known to the Railway Children
have not survived. The classic SER wooden
signalbox burned down in 1971, while the
main station building suffered significant fire
damage two years later and was subsequently
replaced by a brick and glass structure in
1976. Right up to the 1970s some of the station
benches were SER originals, still incorporating
the company’s monogram.

Inspirational structures
The last station building of Nesbit’s time to
survive was a large timbered canopy and
waiting room situated on the Down platform,
which BR demolished in 1985, replacing it
with the obligatory bus shelter.
The tunnel, which was the inspiration for the

‘paper chase’, is the curved Chelsfield Tunnel
to the south. The yard from which one of the
children stole coal was closed to rail traffic
in 1964, although it remained a road-served
coal depot for some years after. It is now part
housing/part car park.
Station cottages, home to porter Perks,

still exists in residential use – hidden behind
1970s townhouses built on the site of the
goods yard and missed by most modern day
commentators. A photograph of the station,
taken shortly after opening, prominently
features a porter with his barrow. This was
the very era that Nesbit was writing about – is
this the real Albert Perks staring back at us
through the centuries?
The now-characterless station does, however,

have one surprising survivor. An access path
still displays a battered cast Southern Railway
notice advising users of the railway company’s
ownership of the land. Ironically, while
BR systematically replaced all such notices
from its land, this one survived as the path
had passed into the ownership of the local
authority.

Chelsfield station looking southvery shortly afteropening.Neither the footbridgenor the signalbox in thebackground lasted long in the incarnations seenhere.

Thiswouldbe theprecise time thatNesbit knewthe station–note theporterwithhisbarrow.

In its shallowhollowbetween the cuttings the stationon June5, 2020, again looking south. The replacement

platformbuildingsall date from1976.DAVID STAINES

Above: Class 33No. 33212passes theoriginal

1868-builtDownplatformcanopyonMay30, 1985.

DAVID STAINES

Right: Its fame thenunknown,on June1985 the

lastbuildingon the station thatwouldhavebeen

familiar toNesbit hasonlya fewhours left. Apower

failurehashalteddemolitionmid-way through

the task. Theenormousonepiece timberbeams

that formed the sidesof the canopy roofwere

takenacross the running linesand left to rot in the

vegetationof theopposite cutting side,where they

remain to thisday.DAVID STAINES



‘Jacobite’ and Saphos Trains
plan to runwith steam in July
ByCedricJohns

BOTHWestCoastRailways (WCR)and

SaphosTrainshaveannouncedtheir

intentiontoresumesteam-hauledtours

onWednesday, July15.

However, socialdistancingandthe

needtowear facemaskswhentravelling

onallpassenger trains remainkey

challenges for rail touroperatorsand

promotersuntil theGovernment relaxes

itscurrentmandatory restrictionson

public transport.

GiventheScottishGovernmentwas

mindful to lift restrictionsonthetourist

industry inScotland–andwouldconfirm

itonJuly9–WCRwaspreparingtorestart

‘Jacobite’operations fromFortWilliam

and Mallaig, initiallywith themorning

trainonly.However, ticketdemandwas

suchthatbothmorningandafternoon

departureswill resume.

LMS‘BlackFive’4-6-0sNo.45407The

LancashireFusilierandNo.44871will

beaccompaniedbyNELPG’s2-6-0K1

No.62005. It is likelyall three locomotives

will stay for theremainderof theseason if

allgoeswell in July.

SaphosTrainssaid itwashappyto

run its‘Fellsman’excursion fromCrewe

toCarlisle, returningvia theSettleand

Carlisle lineonJuly15with reduced

capacity.Thebooked locomotive isLMS

4-6-0No.46100RoyalScot.

ASaphosspokesmantoldHeritage

Railway:“Wehavedoneahugeamount

ofwork tokeepourpassengerssafe. In

theevent that theGovernmenteases

restrictionson leisure travel,weare ready

tooperatewith reducedpassenger

numbers fromJuly15.”

TheGovernmenteased its two-metre

socialdistancingrestrictionto‘onemetre

plus’onJune23,which it ishopedwill

assist thetourismindustry inparticular.

However, thewearingof facemaskson

trains to reducethespreadof infection

remainsmandatory.

SteamDreams’chairmanDavid

Bucksaidthatwhilea reduction

insocialdistancingwouldhelp in

accommodatingpassengers,albeit in

smallernumbers, facemaskspreventany

hopeofmealsbeingserved indiningcars

ontrains.

Nevertheless,havingrevisedhis

expectations, Davidhasnowearmarked

Friday,August14asapossiblestarting

date forhis railtours.

The first trip,departing fromLondon

VictoriaandcallingatEghamand

Woking,heads forSouthampton

behindB14-6-0No.61306Mayflower,

routedviaBasingstokeandWinchester

tothe formerSouthernRailwayport’s

MaritimeFestival.

Thehighlightof thedaywillbethe

unveilingof therenovatedMayflower

memorialandaparadeofsails featuring

localboats,allpartof thisyear’s

Mayflower400celebrations,markingthe

anniversaryof thePilgrimFathers’voyage

totheNewWorld.

Onarrival, thetrainwill enable local

residents toembarkonatwo-hour

circular tourofHampshirewhileenjoying

achampagnecreamtea.

Christmas programme
DavidsaidSteamDreams is

concentrating its thoughtsonanend-of-

the-yearChristmasprogramme,when

hopefully, tradingconditionswillbeback

tosomeformofnormality.

In themeantime,he iskeentotake

hisB1plussupportcoachtotheDidcot

RailwayCentre tocollectGWR4-6-0

No.6023KingEdwardII’s formersupport

coach,Mk.1BSKNo.35453,whichhe

recentlybought.

As reported in issue267,David intends

tooperate itattachedtohiskitchencar

RBRNo.1666,whichoncerefurbished,

will allowkitchenstaff toservemeals for

morethan300covers.

Partof theplan is togiveMayflower

arunoutafterextendedwinter

maintenanceatSouthall,which included

amongother tasks, fittinganewbrick

archandareplacementstay.

PathfinderTourswasalsohopingtoget

a trainunderway inAugustwith its‘Blue

BoysMerrymixer’featuringnofewer

thanfivedifferent typesofDirectRail

Services-owned locomotives.

Thetrainstarts fromEastleighon

Saturdaythe15thandpicksupatall

principlestationsenroutetoBirmingham

viaReadingandDidcot.

If this resumptionofbusiness is

successful, thetripwillbe followedbyan

excursiontoStranraer. TwoClass50sare

bookedtoheadthetrain fromThame

BridgeParkwayandBirminghamNew

StreetonSaturday,August22,viaCrewe,

WiganandCarlisle.

Pathfindersaid itsofficewouldbe

closeduntil June29,butemailwill remain

itspreferredmethodofcontact.

TheRailwayTouringCompany’s (RTC)

managingdirectorKellyOsbornealso

saidshewaspreparingtorunatrain in

mid-to-lateAugust, tobeselectedfrom

RTC’scurrentprogramme.

Thereare twolikelycandidates:

‘TheCotswoldVenturer’fromPaddington

toWorcester,onSaturday,August22,

oralternatively,a‘CumbrianMountain

Express’fromCrewetoCarlisleon

Saturday,August29.

Inkeepingwiththemajorityofother

railtourpromoters,RTC ismaintaining

areducedenquiryservice, takingcalls

between10am-2pmonMondays

toFridays.

However, themainnewsfromKing’s

Lynn is that thisyear’s‘GreatBritain2020’

nine-day tourhasbeenpostponeduntil

nextyear,whenpresumably therunning

datesandtourprogrammewillbebased

onthosealready laiddownfor thisyear.

Also inoptimisticmood,TheA1

SteamLocomotiveTrustannounced

it intendstoruntrainswithNo.60163

Tornado inSeptember.The first twoare

‘TheAberdonian’,operatingbetween

EdinburghandtheGraniteCityon

September3and10.

OnSaturday,September12, the‘Queen

ofScots’isplannedtorunfromYorkto

EdinburghandStirling,whileonthe19th,

‘TakeaTicket toRide’sees theA1working

fromDarlingtontoLiverpoolandreturn.

Thetrust saidall safetyprecautionswill

becarriedout forpassengers, including

trainstaffwearingPPEequipment.

VintageTrains,whichrecently

announced ithaddecidedtoabandon

main line runningfor thewholeof this

year,hasbeen joinedbyUKRailtours

(UKRT),whichhaswrittenoffplans to

runtrains.

ElizabethFarrowreopenedUKRT’s

officeonJune22. Ithadbeenclosed

followingtherecentdeathofher father

andcompanyownerJohn.

Themajorityof tripsadvertised in

UKRT’sbrochurearebeingpostponed

untilnextyear,although if thecurrent

situationchanges trainsmightbe

reinstated later thisyear.

Theonlydepartureconfirmed is the

‘WestHighland&RoyalDeeside’four-day

tour, startingonApril 12, 2021.

Revised programme
New, revised tourdateswere tobe

publishedbyearly July, alongwith the

hope thatoneor twoofUKRT’spopular

Christmas trainsmay run.Telephone

enquiries canbemadebetween

10am-2pmMondays-Fridays,butnot

onWednesdays.

NetworkRail said itwasnot

responsible forpolicing the

Government’s current instructions,

butdid issue the followingstatement:

“Passengers should followadvice

regarding theuseofpublic transport

(this includescharter trains)by travelling

only ifnecessary.

“Theydoneedtowearmandatory face

coverings.Passengersarealsoadvised

toavoidpeak timeswherepossible,

maintain the twometredistance from

othersandwashhands regularly.

“Thenewrulesabout facecoverings

are toprotectpassengers, railwaystaff

andmembersof thepublic.”

As this issueofHRwent topress, the

widerCovid-19situation remained

fluid, sowould-be travellersareadvised

toconsult theoperatorsdirectly to

ascertain the latest situation.

SRNo. 34046Brauntonmadehistoryon June17when itbecame the first steam locomotive tooperateon themain line in theUKsince the coronavirus lockdownwas

enforcedonMarch24. TheBulleidPacificwasgivenaproving runbetweenCreweandChester, following its annual exambyoperator LocomotiveServices Limited.

During the run, the crewobserved footplateprotocolsdesigned toensure the safeoperationof the locomotive. The train ispicturedatBeestonCastle, between

Chester andCrewe.KALLUMBUCKLEY

MAIN LINE NEWS



ANEWluxurycharter trainover

theSettleandCarlisle (S&C) line

is runningforeightweeksduring

thesummer.

NewcomerRailCharterServicesLtd

(RCSL)will runthetrainsthreetimes

adaybetweenSkiptonandAppleby

fromMonday,July20toSaturday,

September12,underthesafetycase

ofLocomotiveServicesTOCLtd(LSL).

It isbackedbycity fundmanager,

locomotiveownerandLSLdirector

JeremyHosking,whoisalsoa

directorofRCSL,andwillberunas

aseparateoperationtoSaphosTrains

toursandtheStatesman.

FormerBBCWorldService

journalistAdrianQuineandRCSL

director,whodevelopedtheconcept

over justeightweeks,said:“A lot

ofworkhasgoneintonegotiating

theseexcitingnewserviceswithour

industrypartnersandstakeholders

andwearedelightedtobeableto

bringsomepostCovid-19cheerto

familiesat thisdifficult time.

“Thisservicereally isground

breakingfortherail industry.This

is thefirst timethatadedicated

timetabledtourist trainhasoperated

inEnglandandhasthepotential to

beagamechanger inotherpopular

areasofhighseasonaldemand.

“Weareworkingcloselywith

NorthernRail, theRailDelivery

Group,NetworkRailandthe

Settle toCarlisleDevelopment

Company,allofwhomhaveshown

bothpragmatismandagenuine

willingness toget thisexcitingnew

serviceupandrunning.”

“Ouraimis that thisnewdedicated

tourist trainservicecanhelpget the

localeconomybackupandrunning

andprovideasafeandenjoyable

environment for families toenjoy

this stunninglyscenic route.”

‘High-quality’
Adrian,who isoneof the founders

ofopenaccessoperatorAllianceRail

HoldingsLtd,which isnowowned

byArrivaGroupplc,added:“By

providingdedicated

high-quality traditionalallfirst-class

trainsaimedat leisure travellers,we

cansegregate thisdistinctmarket

fromthenormalpassengersusing

theroute, including localsandthose

travelling longdistance fromLeeds

toGlasgow.”

Thetrainswillbe top-and-tailedby

LSLClass47shaulingarakeof four

ex-GreaterAngliaMk.3FirstOpen

carriagesandaMk.2BFK,which is

not forpublicuse.

Tomaintainsocialdistancing,only

windowseatswillbesold,andLSL is

installingPerspexscreensbetween

eachseatbay,whichwill still givea

capacityof128seatsper train. The

trainswill call andsetdownatSettle,

with return fares for the112-mile

roundtripstartingat£29perperson.

Ticketswillbesoldonadayreturn

basis,offeringpassengers theoption

tobookashortor longdayout,with

onwardtouroptions foracoachtour

to theLakeDistrict. Saleswill initially

be inpairs topeople fromthesame

householdorsocialbubble.

Furthermore, theSettle-Carlisle

RailwayDevelopmentCompany

willprovidepop-upcateringstalls

atSettleandApplebystations,

providing locally sourcedfood

anddrinksaswell asat itscafeat

Skipton.Withatimetabledesigned

toofferopportunities topassengers

frombothSkiptonandAppleby

endsof the line,bookingscanbe

foroneof threecolour-codedtrain

combinations,givingthechancefor

ashortor longdayout.

‘Innovative ideas’
JohnThomas,directorofpolicyat

theRailDeliveryGroup, said:“As

an industrywepositivelywelcome

innovative ideas thatwillhelp to

boostcapacity,oncetravelling

bypublic transport for leisure is

no longerbeingdiscouragedby

government.

“As restrictionsareeased, these

extraserviceswillhelp tosupport

people totravelmoresafelyand

boost the local tourist industryby

enablingpeople toenjoyabeautiful

partof thecountry.”

Ticketscanonlybebookedonline

at:www.railcharterservices.co.uk

■TheS&C’shistoricGarsdale

signalboxwillundergomajor

refurbishment toensure its

long-termpreservation,underplans

announcedbyNetworkRail.

Anapplicationforplanning

permissiontocarryout theworkon

theGrade II-listedbuildinghasbeen

lodgedbefore theYorkshireDales

NationalParkAuthority.

OriginallyknownasHawes

Junction,andrenamedin1932, the

Garsdalesignalboxreplacedtwo

earlier ’boxescontrollingabusy

sectionof therouteand its junction

withtheWensleydalebranch.

Sixmonthsafter itwasopened, it

becamethecentreof theChristmas

Eve1910HawesJunctiondisaster,

whentheScottishexpresssleeper

ran intotherearof two locomotives

running light, leaving12passengers

deadandnineothers injured,along

witheight footplatemen.

Thedisaster ledtothewidespread

installationof trackcircuits.The

’boxretainsaMidlandRailway

lever framewith its interlocking

mechanismsonthefloorof the

operatingroom.

IanRiley’s LMS ‘BlackFive’ 4-6-0No. 45407TheLancashireFusilier stopsatBury

(BoltonStreet) stationon theEast LancashireRailwayduringa June8 test run. It

is bound for the summer ‘Jacobite’ series. KEITHWHITMORE

New luxury trainoperation for

Settle andCarlisle this summer
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Thename IpswichTownwill be seenon themain lineat theheadofa small

numberof SteamDreamsexcursions in thenear future.DAVID BUCK

Mayflower to be renamed

ByGarethEvans

LNERB1No.61306Mayflower isbeing

temporarily renamed IpswichTown, the

4-6-0’sownerDavidBuckhasconfirmed.

ThepopularThompson-designed

locomotive isexpected to run in its

newguiseonseveral excursions toEast

AngliaonceCovid-19 restrictionsare

easedsufficiently toallowSteamDreams

tooperate.

Asoutlined inDavid’s‘Face toFace’

interview in issue265,hewasbornand

broughtup in Ipswichandwasa regular

trainspotterat the town’s station.His

passion for IpswichTownfootball club

also remainsaspowerful asever.

“Therewasaclassof locomotives

namedafter football clubs– theLNER’s

B17s, andtheyweren’t verydifferent

fromMayflower,”saidDavid.

“Therewasn’t an IpswichTown

because itwasn’t a leagueclub in

the1930s (therewasaNorwichCity)

but Ihadanameplatemade formy

owncollection.

“I’mnowgettinganothermadeand

I’mgoing toput themonMayflower for a

time. I’monlyplanningonthe renaming

it asB2No.61674 foravery limited

numberof runs. I certainlyhope tobring

it throughEastAngliawith thoseon!”
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LOCOMOTIVE PERFORMANCE THEN AND NOW

WITH FULL

REGULATOR

Date Thursday, June 30, 2011

Train 4.05pm Swanage toWaterloo

Loco LMS 8F Class 2-8-0 No. 48151

Load 13 coaches, 441 tons tare 475 tons gross

Driver Dave Hewson

Fireman Not recorded

Recorder Don Benn

Position 13th coach

Weather Sunny spells, warm

miles sched mins secs speed

Wareham 0.00 0.00 00 00 3¼mins late

Holton Heath 2.11 05 03 44/50

Hamworthy 4.87 8.00 08 53 37*/47½

Holes Bay Jct 6.56 11 13 30*

Poole 7.07 13.00 12 34 18*

MP 113½ 7.37 13 22 27

MP 113 7.87 14 19 35½

MP 112½ 8.37 15 14 28

Parkstone 8.80 16 38 20½

MP 111½ 9.37 18 07 17½

Branksome 10.11 20.00 19 53 30

Gasworks Jct 10.66 20 25 34/16* tsr

Bournemouth 12.86 28.00 25 38 33/26½*

Boscombe 14.12 27 49 42

Pokesdown 14.66 28 33 48/53

Christchurch 16.52 30 50 50*

MP 103 17.87 32 34 46

Hinton Admiral 19.82 34 55 50

MP 100 20.87 36 09 43/47½

NewMilton 22.46 38 07 30*/19* tsr

Sway 25.20 43 53 44½/40

Lymington Jct 27.12 46 24 51

Brockenhurst 28.05 51.00 47 22 54/55

Woodfidley 31.14 51 00 47/53

Beaulieu Road 32.75 53 05 44½/52

Lyndhurst Road 35.47 56 20 48/54

Totton 38.39 59 41 50½

Redbridge 38.95 64.00 60 29 45/1* sigs

Millbrook 40.70 65 32 12/16

Southampton UGL 41.28 76.00 68 09

Schedule to pass Southampton station 41.76 miles

* brakes or speed restriction

Date Thursday, June 30, 2011

Train 4.05pm Swanage toWaterloo

Loco LMS 8F Class 2-8-0 No. 48151

Load 13 coaches, 441 tons tare 475 tons gross

Driver Dave Hewson

Fireman Not recorded

Recorder Don Benn

Postion 13th coach

Weather Sunny spells, warm

miles sched mins secs speed gradient

Swanage 0.00 0.00 00 00 R/T L/300/110R

Herston 0.84 06 38 23 300R

MP 135 1.20 07 31 24½ 78R

MP 134½ 1.70 09 01 18½/20 78/478R

MP 134 2.20 10 33 17 76R

MP 133½ 2.70 11 21 16 76R

Harmans Cross 3.00 10.00 13 39 13* Level

MP 133 3.20 14 31 22/25½ 132F/level

MP 132½ 3.70 15 46 22/27 132R/80F

MP 132 4.20 17 05 19* 80F

Corfe Castle 4.88 20.00 19 39

*brakes or speed restriction

TABLE TWO: WAREHAM TO SOUTHAMPTON

TABLE ONE: SWANAGE TO CORFE CASTLE

Right: Stanier 8F2-8-0No. 48151 is seenwith the

empty coach stock for ‘TheDalesman’ atCarlisleon

June27, 2017. SANDY SMEATON

54 Heritagerailway.co.uk Find us on www.facebook.com/heritagerailway

MAIN LINE PERFORMANCE

Don Benn reports on the consistently good loco
performances by LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 on the Southern
Region, climbing steep banks out of Swanage and
Weymouth, and also from its Carnforth base over Shap
and Ais Gill.
I HAVEnotpreviously reportedontheperformance

of thebigStanier8FNo.48151, sobefore lookingat

someofwhat this locomotivehasdone inpreservation

in recentyears, a fewwordsabout itshistoryare

appropriate.

Builtby theLMSatCreweWorks in1942, its first

allocationwasGrangemouth, followedbyCranklow,

StaveleyandEdgeHill.

ITwaswithdrawnfromNorthwich inJanuary1968,and

soldtoWoodhamBrosatBarry for scrap.Bought for

preservation in1975, the2-8-0movedtotheEmbsay

&BoltonAbbeySteamRailway. It thenbecameone

ofDavidSmith’s locomotivesatCarnforth,where its

restorationwascompleted in1988.

Withatractiveeffortof32,440lb,No.48151 isa

powerful locomotive,but is limitedto50mphbecauseof

its4ft8½indrivingwheels.

In recentyears this locomotive ismostassociatedwith

trainssuchasWestCoastRailways’‘Dalesman’,which I

willdealwith later,but italsohadaspell‘downsouth’in

2011,andthis time Iamlookingat twosuchtrips.

Thursday, June30,2011, sawNo.48151workingthe

SwanagetoSalisbury legofaSteamDreamscharter. In

recentyears, this legwouldnodoubtbediesel-hauled,

butnotsothen.

Theusual8.45amdeparture fromVictoriasawNo.

34067Tangmereon12coaches for435tonsputting

inasoundperformancewithPeteRobertsandJohn

Gibbonsonthefootplate.Thetrainwasontimeorearly

throughout, touching76mphthroughWinchester

beforechecks intervened.Thishadfollowedaverygood

55½mphatWootton, starting fromBasingstoke.

ArrivalatSwanagewasa fewsecondsearly, justbefore

2.20pm,afterwhichTangmeredepartedwith its support

coachforSalisbury.ForsomereasonNo.48151hadtwo

supportcoaches,bringingthe loadupto441tons tare

or475tonsgross,which I think is theheaviest loadtaken

outofSwanageas thenormal loadof throughtrains to

andfromWaterloo inthedaysof steamwasnineor10

coaches. IwonderedhowournewdriverDaveHewson

wouldcope,andtheanswerwasverywellas the

running intablesoneandtwoshows.

CorfeCastleclimb
Ihavetabulatedthe initial sectiontoCorfeCastle for its

rarityvalue,andfromthebackof thetrainsomeslog

couldbeheardasspeedgradually fell to16mphupthe

ruling1-in-76/78betweenmileposts135and133½,only

a littlebelowpar for thecourseonthenormal four-coach

trainsonthis line.

Ihaveconstructedthegradientprofile fromcareful

observationonmymanyvisits to thisdelightful railway.

Table twoshowsthecontinuation fromWarehamas

farasanextrastopforwater in theupgoods loop just

shortofSouthampton.Theengineranwell throughout,

abidingmemoriesbeingtheabsoluteslogupthe

1-in-60ofParkstonebankandthenicespellof running

throughBrockenhurstandtheNewForestwith this

heavytrain, speedbeingallowedrightuptothe

maximumallowed.

It seemedverystrangetobedoingthisbehinda2-8-0

freight locomotiveasopposedtomymanyrunsalong

thisbeautifullyalignedstretchof linebehindBulleid

Pacifics in the1960s.

Theschedulewasbeingbetteredcomfortably,but

evensotheextrawaterstopcausedustobemorethan



Date Thursday, June 30, 2011

Train 3.10pmWeymouth to Yeovil Pen Mill

Loco LMS 8F Class 2-8-0 No. 48151

Load 10 coaches, 335 tons tare 365 tons gross

Crew Not recorded

Recorder Don Benn

Position 9th coach

Weather Sunny spells, warm

miles sched mins secs speed gradient

Weymouth 0.00 0.00 00 00 1¼ late level

Radipole 1.01 02 27 21½/27½ 187R

Upwey 2.34 07 14 21½ 74R

MP 166 2.72 08 30 15½ 50R

MP 165½ 3.12 10 31 13 50R

UpweyWishingWell 3.45 11 40 13 50R

Bincombe Tunnel S 3.53 12 39 15½ 52R

Bincombe Tunnel N 4.15 14 34 17½ 52R

Moncton 5.60 16 54 52 91F

Dorchester Jct 6.54 10.00 18 35 20* 117/70R

DorchesterWest 6.95 11.00 19 42 24/41½ level/207F

MP 160 8.72 21 38 36/39 198/627R

Grimston Tunnel 11.46 27 11 34 118/146R

MP 156½ 12.12 28 05 35 108/554R

MP 155½ 13.12 30 10 36 level

Maiden Newton 14.61 27.00 33 35

14.61 29.00 37 03 9¼ late level

MP 153 15.72 40 58 39/40 264R

MP 152 16.72 42 31 39 level/114R

MP 151½ 17.12 43 23 39½ 150R

MP 151 17.72 44 03 35 79R

MP 150½ 18.12 44 57 32 119/69R

Evershot 18.85 45 53 35½ 95R

Evershot Tunnel 18.93 46 14 38/45 level/51F

Chetnole 21.09 49 12 42*/47 53/65F

Yetminster 23.13 52 15 37½ 151/236F

MP 143½ 25.12 55 26 41 190F/level

Yeovil Pen Mill 27.36 60.00 62 30 3¾mins late

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE THREE: WEYMOUTH TO YEOVIL

Above: Theauthorbelieves this is the

heaviest load takenoutof Swanage–

No. 48151haulingaSteamDreams

excursionon June30, 2011with two

support coaches, bringing the loadup

to441 tons tareor475 tonsgross. Taken

fromthe13th coachof the train, 2-8-0

is seenapproachingNordenon the

SwanageRailway.DON BENN

Right: LMS8FNo. 48151 ispictured

being servicedatYeovil RailwayCentre,

Yeovil Junctionon July9, 2011.

DON BENN
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nineminutes latethroughSouthampton,andcautious

approaches tobothEastleighandRomsey,meant

wewere14downat the latter,despite50mphafter

ChandlersFord.

FromRomseythegradientsareadverseor level to

asummitbeyondwhatwasAlderburyJunction,and

onceagainthebig2-8-0didwellherewithaminimum

of46mphupthe1-in-236afterDunbridge(49½mph),

followedby53mphonthe level toDeanprior toa

minimumof42onthe final fourmilesof1-in-220,

interspersedbyamileof1-in-377.Thiswasgoodwork

indeed,butcouldnotpreventus fromarriving inthe

cathedral city19minutes lateafteraseverecheck

outside.

Brakeproblem
DaveHewsonalsotookthetrainbacktoVictoriaand

didwellenoughwithTangmereafterabrakeproblem

delayedour restartby27minutes.Achieving44-46mph

upPortonbankwiththe12-coach435-tontrainwasnice

work,aswas the66mphminimumoverEnhambank

assistedbythe impetusof77½mphafterAndover.

Thetrainsufferedasignalcheckapproaching

Basingstokeandalsobefore theWokingstop,but the

59.45miles fromSalisburyhadbeenrun in67minutes

26seconds,againofsixandahalfminutesonthe

schedule.Net timewasabout61minutes. I left thetrain

hereafteran interestingandunusualdayout.

July9eachyearhasaspecialmeaningtoall Southern

devoteesandthe finaldayofsteamtractiononthe

region in1967 isusuallycommemoratedbyasuitable

special train runbyoneof thetourcompanies.

Thetripplannedfor July9,2011,wasparticularly

wellorganisedas itofferednon-stopWaterlooto

SouthamptonandSalisbury toWaterloosections,both

withaBulleidPacific,plussteamfromWeymouthto

Yeovil, albeitwithNo.48151,whichwasdefinitelynota

Southern locomotive. Indeed,noLMS8Fswereallocated

toaSouthernshed, thoughtheydidworkthroughon

freight fromtimetotime.

TheplannedBulleidwasNo.34046Braunton, butas

itwasn’t ready,No.34067Tangmerewassubstituted,

andwith10coaches for345tons, it ranverywellall

day.Waterloodeparturewasontimeat7.55amfrom

platform16,andwithDaveHewsonandJohnShawin

charge,anecessarily slowstartwasmadefollowedbya

temporaryspeedrestrictionof25mphatWimbledon.

However, therunningwasthensuchthatWokingwas

stillpassed inonly28minutes fourseconds.

A further temporaryspeedrestriction intervened

under theaqueductnearSturtLane,but thenwitha

clear roadas farasEastleighandasuperbflightdown

Roundwoodbank,Southamptonwaspassed in84

minutes14secondsor77minutesnet for the79.25

miles.Thestopforwater in thedownloopwasreached

in87minutes29seconds,againofhalfaminuteonthe

schedule.Furthergoodworksawus intoWeymouth

close toright time.Onedaymaybe Iwillpublish full

detailsof theWaterlootoSouthamptonsection.

Therewastimefor thetraditional seaside lunch in

WeymouthwhileNo.34067Tangmerewassent toYeovil

for servicingready for thereturntoWaterloo,andthen

backtothestationready forNo.48151totakeusto

Yeovil–detailsofwhichareshownintable three,which

includesgradient information.Unfortunately, Ididnot

recorddetailsof thecrewover this section.Upweybank

isn’tvery long,but it is steepat1-in-50,withnoreal

chancetogeta runat it fromthestart.

The8Fsettleddownto13mph, thoughspeedrose

slightlybefore thesummitat thenorthendofBincombe

tunnel.Onceagain, Iwasat therearof thetrain, sothe

thrash fromupfrontcouldonlybeheardoccasionally.

Tightschedule
However, fromlosingnearlynineminutes toDorchester

Westonthe impossibly tightschedule, sometimewas

regainedtotheMaidenNewtonstopasaresultofa

verygoodclimbthoughGrimstontunnel tothesummit

beyond.Therestartwasgoodandspeedreached

40mphbeforethesteep1-in-78/69/95toEvershot

tunnelwashit.

Evenfromtheninthcoach, theheavyroar fromthe8F

couldnowbeheardas thecrewproducedanexcellent

climbwithaminimumspeedof32mph.Easy running

downtoYeovilPenMill sawmoretimeregained.

Here,No.48151ranround its trainandtookustender-

first toYeovil Junction, running inpastPeteRobertson

thefootplateofTangmere,whichwasblowingoff steam

andeagerlywaitingtotakeusbacktoWaterloo.

Therunningwashighquality throughout, the

“The engine ran well throughout, abiding memories being the absolute

slog up the 1-in-60 of Parkstone bank and the nice spell of running through

Brockenhurst and the New Forest with this heavy train, speed being allowed

right up to the maximum allowed. It seemed very strange to be doing this

behind a 2-8-0 freight locomotive as opposed to my many runs along this

beautifully aligned stretch of line behind Bulleid Pacifics in the 1960s.”



No.48151 ispictured running round its trainatYeovil PenMill on July9, 2011.DON BENN

No.48151 is seenheading ‘TheDalesman’onEskmeals viaducton theCumbrianCoast Line, southof

Ravenglass, onMay28, 2007.ALAN RAWLINGS

Date Tuesday, July 16, 2019

Train 7.48am Chester to Carlisle

Loco LMS class 8 2-8-0 No. 48151

Load 12 coaches, 443 tons tare 480 tons gross

Driver Ron Smith

Firemen Pete James

Recorder A Smeaton

Position 8th coach

Weather Overcast, warm and dry

miles sched mins secs speed

Carnforth DGL 0.00 0.00 00 00 6 mins late

Carnforth 0.34 2.00 02 01 16½

MP 7 1.09 03 53 29½

MP 8 2.09 06 02 27/26½

MP 9¼ 3.09 08 49 27

Yealand MP 9½ 3.59 09 21 29

Burton and Holme 4.84 11 23 45½

MP 13 7.09 14 03 55

Milnthorpe 7.63 14 40 53½

Hincaster Junction 9.59 17 03 47/46½

MP 17 11.09 18 58 49

MP 18 12.09 20 14 44

Oxenholme 13.20 15.00 21 52 41

MP 20 14.09 23 12 38/35

MP 21 15.09 24 53 36

Hay Fell 16.59 27 28 34/33½

MP 23½ 17.09 29 14 34½/36

Lambrigg 18.34 30 30 34½

MP 25 19.09 31 49 33

Grayrigg Summit 20.09 33 44 30½

MP 27 21.09 35 20 44/45

Low Gill 22.09 36 43 39½/40½

MP 29 23.09 38 16 38

Dillicar 24.09 39 48 40

MP 31½ 25.59 41 53 49

Tebay 26.30 31.00 42 46 47½

MP 33 27.09 43 48 44½

MP 34 28.09 45 19 33½

Scout Green 29.24 47 50 22

MP 36 30.09 50 32 17/15

MP 37 31.09 54 19 17

MP 37¼ 31.34 55 11 17½

Shap Summit 31.59 56 01 20

Shap Old Station 33.81 59 38 48/46½

Harrisons Sidings 35.75 62 02 52/54½

Thrimby Grange 37.09 63 35 51½/52½

MP 45 39.09 65 56 50/53½

Clifton 41.09 68 17 50/53½

MP 49 43.09 70 37 47/45½

MP 50 44.09 71 53 49/45½

Penrith 45.34 53.00 73 29 47/50

MP 53 47.09 75 38 48½/47½/53

Plumpton 50.09 79 10 48½/46

Calthwaite 52.48 82 08 52½/53½/46½

Southwaite 55.84 86 14 47½

Wreay 58.28 89 17 50

Brisco 59.93 91 20 34½* sigs/48

Upperby 62.09 94 34 37½

Carlisle 63.14 73.00 97 51 31 mins late

* brakes or speed restriction

TABLE FOUR: CARNFORTH TO CARLISLE
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Salisbury toWaterloonet timebeing80minutes for the

83.7miles, thoughmorethan100minutesactualmainly

downtoa longsignal stopoutsideWaterloo.

Highlightswereasustained50mphonPortonbank,

79mphafterAndover in20minutes33seconds–plus

someverygoodspeedrecoveryafter signalchecks

atBasingstoke,FarnboroughandWoking,withPete

thrashingtheengine intospeedaftereachcheck.Does

anydriverknowthisenginebetter?

This runwas included in Issue197.

Movingnowtohometerritory,No.48151hasbeen

usedanumberof timeson‘TheDalesman’evenwhen

thetrain ran fromChesterviaShaptoCarlisle,with its

tightbookingfromCarnforthdesignedfora75mph

locomotive.A largeamountof lost time is,ofcourse,

inevitable in this situationas table fourshows.

Labouredclimb
Without the impetusof speed intheseventies through

theLuneGorge,a labouredclimbtoShap is tobe

expected, thoughRonSmithandPeteJamesdidtheir

bestandmanagedtokeepspeedfromfallingbelow

15mphwiththe12-coach480-tontrain.

In thecircumstances, theoverall timeof97minutes51

secondswasremarkable,extracting fromtheengine

aperformanceforwhich itwasn’tdesignedandatribute

toStanier’s sounddesign.

SandySmeatoncomments:“OriginatingatChester,

this‘Dalesman’randuringtheperiodwhentherewasa

signallingproblematHellifield, causingtheoutwardrun

tobediverted fromtheSettleandCarlisle totheWest

CoastMainLineoverShap.

Theschedule fromCarnforth looptoCarlislewas73

minutes,but the locomotiveprovidedwasNo.48151,

limitedto50,witha loadof12coaches,443tons tare,

grossingabout480.RonSmithwasdrivingandPete

Jameswas firing.

“OnaverywarmanddryJulyday, the8Fstarted

outofCarnforth loopsixminutes late.MP9½was



No.48151,whichwasbuilt at CreweWorks in1942, is seenwith support coaches

at Salisburyon June30, 2011, afterworking the4.05pmSteamDreamscharter

fromSwanage.DON BENN

NoLMS8Fswereallocated toaSouthernRegion shed in thedaysof steam,

but theydidwork throughon freight fromtime to time.No. 48151 is seen

atWeymouthon July9, 2011,with the3.10pmtoWaterloo,which the

Carnforth-based2-8-0workedas far asYeovil Junction.DON BENN

Date June 27, 2017 June 13, 2017

Train Dalesman’ Dalesman’

Loco LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151 LMS 8F 2-8-0 No. 48151

Load 13 for 476/515 tons 13 for 474/510 tons

Driver S Chipperfield Mick Kelly

Fireman R Russell Not recorded

Recorder A Smeaton David Bradbury

Position 6th coach 9th coach

miles gradient mins secs speed mins secs speed

Appleby 0.00 440R 00 00 00 00

MP 276 1.27 176F 03 50 43/52½ 03 40 40½

MP 275 2.27 Level 05 03 51½ 04 54 51½

MP 274 3.27 100R 06 17 45½ 06 12 42½

MP 273 4.27 100R 07 45 37½ 07 52 34

Griseburn 5.27 100R 09 32 31½ 09 53 28

MP 271 6.27 166R 11 25 34 11 51 32

Crosby Garrett 7.52 200R 13 34 37 14 01 36½

Tunnel Out 8.17 Level 14 44 42 15 09 42½

MP 268 9.27 100R 16 16 35½ 16 35 39

MP 267 10.27 100R 18 06 30 18 19 32½

Kirkby Stephen 10.71 100R 18 59 29 19 07 31

MP 266 11.27 165R 20 07 31½ 20 12 33½

MP 265 12.27 100R 22 10 27½ 22 04 31

MP 264 13.27 100R 24 32 24½ 24 05 29

MP 263 14.02 330R 26 35 34½ 25 54 37

MP 262 15.27 100R 28 23 31½ 27 35 34½

MP 261 16.27 100R 30 22 29½ 29 25 32

MP 260 17.27 100R 32 28 28 31 24 29½

Ais Gill 17.52 Level 32 58 32 31 54

TABLE FIVE: APPLEBY TO AIS GILL
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passedat29mphandthemaximum

beforeMilnthorpewas55mph,while

Sedgewick (MP17)waspassedat49mph,

Oxenholmewaspassedat41mph,seven

minutesdownonthescheduleand13

minutes late.

JustnorthofOxenholmestation,

asmall lineside firewassetoff, causing

temporaryclosureof the linetoall traffic.

Althoughhardlycause forcelebration,

thismeant the‘Dalesman’wouldnotbe

put insideto let followingtrafficovertake.

“AtLambrigg, speedwas34½mph,

followedbyaminimumof30½mph

atGrayrigg. In theLuneGorge,afteran

initial rise to45mphbeforeLowGill,

theenginewasclearlyeased, running

at40mphtoDillicar.Theexhausthad

becomeveryblackaroundLowGill.

Theeffortwas increasedat the footof

Shap,withMP31½passedat49mphand

MP33at44½mph,but thereafteronthe

1 in75therewasa fall to22mphatScout

Green.

It fell toanabsoluteminimumof

15mphatMP36½,beforeamarginal

recovery to17½mphbeforeShap

Summit.WethenrandowntoCarlisle

atNo.48151’s line limit, stopping in97

minutes51seconds,25minutesover the

scheduleand31minutes late.

OnJune14,2014No.48151worked

the‘CumbrianCoastExpress’, also loaded

to12coaches,443tons tare485gross.

ItpassedMosedaleHall,MP25½, in

30m23s fromCarnforth,beforebeing

turned intoGrayrigg loop.Aftera five-

minutestand,MP31½waspassedat

58½,ScoutGreenat29½followedby

anexcellentminimumof27mphbefore

ShapSummit.

Justhowmuchdifferencethe

five-minutewait inGrayrigg loopmade

totheperformanceonthis run isanopen

question.Of the fourChester-Carlisle

‘Dalesman’tripswhichranduringthe

summerof2019, threewerediverted

fromtheSettleandCarlisle to theWCML,

andallwereworkedbyNo.48151.”

Theoverall 60mphspeed limitand

variousother restrictions,plus the long

spellsof relatively low-speeduphill

slogsmeanthe8F ismoresuitedtothe

SettleandCarlisle route,which isamply

demonstratedbytable five,whichshows

tworunswith13-coachtrains.

Stormingrecovery
Onceagain, I amindebtedtoSandy

Smeatonfor the first runwhenonawet

June27,2017the8FgotpastAisGill

summit in32minutes58seconds from

theApplebyrestart, theminimumbeing

28mph.

Thesecondrun,oneofmanysent to

mebyDavidBradburysawNo.48151on

asimilar510ton loadslightly fasteron

thestartbut thenfallingbehindbecause

aslowersection intheGriseburn/Crosby

Garretareabeforeastormingrecovery

fromKirbyStephentochargepast the

summitmoire thanaminute faster than

the first run.

Ihaveyet tohavearunbehindthe8F

over the fells, sohopefully thiscanbe

rectifiedwhenthings returntonormal.

In the last issuesomewhere in the

productionprocess,No.34107got

renamedasWadebridge, though itwas

ofcourseBlandfordForum, soapologies

for this.

Finally, I ammostgrateful to the

followingwhohavewrittenorsentme

emailsor texts:AlanRawlings,Bryan

Benn,SandySmeaton,DavidBradbury

andPaulRowe.Next time Ihopetocover

moreworkbyLMSJubileeclass4-6-0No.

45699Galatea.

“The 8F settled down to 13mph, though speedwas rose

slightly before the summit at the north end of Bincombe

tunnel. Once again, I was at the rear of the train, so the

thrash from up front could only be heard occasionally. How-

ever, from losing nearly nineminutes to DorchesterWest

on the impossibly tight schedule, some timewas regained

to theMaiden Newton stop as a result of a very good climb

though Grimston tunnel to the summit beyond.”



Which one of these 11 would you like?
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A Jubilee nameplate sir?

LASTmonthitwasplatformandwaiting

roomseats,wheelbarrows,oil lamps,

totemsigns(£2.10foragroupof10),and

clocksfrom£1.75upwards,asreadersof

thiscolumnmayrecall.Thismonththe

mid-1960s’railwayanaauctioncatalogues

unearthedbyStefanGronkowski

arecentredaroundnameplatesand

smokeboxnumberplates.

Life-longrailwayenthusiastStefan,who

lives intheCornishvillageofNanpean,

nearStAustell, recentlyunearthedinhis

loft threerailwayanaauctioncatalogues

datingfrom1964/65.

Theywereforsalesrunbyauctioneers

CharlesButters&SonsonbehalfofBritish

Railways’LondonMidlandRegion,and

thefirstcatalogue, forasaleatStoke-on-

TrentonJune6,1964,wasfeaturedin last

month’scolumn.

Discoveries
Thismonthit’s theturnoftheother

twocatalogues, forsalesatDerbyon

November7,1964andMay22,1965.

What is immediatelyeye-catching

abouttheformer is the listof11

nameplates fromninenewlywithdrawn

Jubilee4-6-0s, rangingfromNew

Brunswick (No.45557) toSandwich

(No.45641),andincludingbothplates

fromNo.45557andalsoNo.45561

Saskatchewan,whichwas incorrectlyspelt

Saskatchawen inthecatalogue.

Anotherplate intheauctionwas

SirHerbertWalkerK.C.B. fromLMSPatriot

No.45535,whichhadbeenwithdrawna

yearbefore.This4-6-0wasbuiltatDerby

inMay1933butremainedunnameduntil

Cross-country run: JubileeNo. 45561Saskatchewanattracts theattentionof ayoung trainspotter atCheltenhamSpa

(Lansdown)withaNewcastle toCardiff trainonAugust26, 1952.Bothnameplates fromthe former LMS4-6-0wereput

under thehammerat aBRauction inDerby inNovember1964. TRANSPORT TREASURY

Mystery loco:

Apage fromthe

catalogue for a

BR railwayana

auctionatDerby

onMay22, 1965,

includes the

twonameplates

fromLNERB1No.

61026Ourebiand

one fromLMS

JubileeNo. 45610

Ghana, although

the cataloguer

wasunable to

identify the

numberof the

loco that carried

the latterplate.

Notesmadeat

theauction show

the Jubileeplate

andoneof those

fromtheB1sold

for£30, and the

secondB1plate

for £28.GEOFF

COURTNEY

1937,whenthenamewastransferred

fromclassstablemateNo. (4)5529.

Smokeboxnumberplates filledmore

thantwopages inthecatalogue,mainly

fromLMSClass4F0-6-0s,butanumber

werefromnamedlocomotives, including

JubileesandRoyalScots.

Amongtheformerwastheplatefrom

No.45641, thusgivingcollectorsthe

opportunitytobuyanameplateand

smokeboxplatefromthesameengine.

TheRoyalScotselectioncomprised

Nos.46122 (RoyalUlsterRifleman), 46125

(3rdCarabinier), 46156 (TheSouthWales

Borderer), and46165TheRanger (12th

LondonRegt.).Nos.46122/25/56had

beenwithdrawnduringthemonthprior

tothesale–No.46122onlythreeweeks

before–thusgivingcollectorsareal

‘hot-off-the-press’opportunitytobuya

smokeboxplate,whileNo.46165wasstill

twoweeksawayfrombeingtakenoutof

servicewhenthesalewasheld.

AfifthRoyalScotsmokebox

numberplate,46163 (CivilService

Rifleman),wasalso intheauction,but

listedasbeingbroken.

Extensive range
Other itemsinthesale included

worksplatesandtenderplates,platform

andwaitingroomseats, totemstation

signssold inbatchesof four,andother

assortedsigns, furniture,noticeboards

bothLMSandLNER,clocks, lamps,

axesfromLeicesterandGreatGlen

stations,andeventwostainedglass

windowsremovedfromDerbystation’s

refreshmentroomin1939toensurethey

sufferednowartimedamage.

TheMay22,1965auction included

manyofthecategoriesthat featuredin

theprevioussale, suchasplatformand

waitingroomseats, totemsandother

stationsigns, lampsandclocks, furniture,

andtherewasalsoafurtherextensive

selectionofsmokebox,worksandtender

platesfromClass4Fs.

Almosthiddenamongthemany4F

itemswerethreenameplates, including

Ghana.This listing inthecataloguehad

aquestionmarkfortheenginenumber,

indicatingthecompilerdidnotknow

which locomotive itcamefrom.

Infact, itwasfromJubileeNo.45610,

whichstartedlife inJuly1934asGold

Coast,butwasrenamedinDecember

1958becauseofthecountry’s

independenceinMarchtheprevious

year.QuitewhyBR’s recordsdidn’tenable

thecataloguerto identify itmorethansix

yearsafter itbeenapplied isunclear.

Thetwoothernameplateswerefrom

thesameengine–LNERB1No.61026

Ourebi–whichwasn’twithdrawnuntil

February1966andwas listedinthe

catalogueasbeingallocatedtotheformer

GreatCentralRailwayshedofAnnesley in

Nottinghamshire (16B).

Hand-writtenprices inthecatalogue

showthattheJubileeplaterealised£30

andthetwoB1plates£28and£30.

Otherrealisationsnotedinthe

cataloguewere£5and£810s(£8.50)

respectively for thesmokebox

numberplates fromJubileeNos.45557

NewBrunswickand45622Nyasaland.

Thissalealso includedanumberof

whistles,againfrommainly4Fs,butalso

onefromJubileeNo.45737Comet (which

didn’tsell)andthreefromRoyalScots.

Thepricespaidforthe4Fwhistles,

generallyaround£8,werethesameas

thosefortheRoyalScots.Theprestigeof

memorabilia fromnamedenginesabove

similar itemsfromnon-namersdoesn’t

appeartohavehadaninfluenceinthese

earlydaysofrailwayanacollecting.

RAILWAYANA BY GEOFF COURTNEY
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THEnameplateranksofGWRailwayana’s

rescheduledJulyauctionhasbeenswollen

to10bythelateadditionofViscountHorne

fromGWRCastleclassNo.5086.

This4-6-0,arebuildofStarclass

No.4066,enteredtraffic inDecember

1937andwaswithdrawnfromSwindon

(82C), itsbirthplace21yearsearlier, in

November1958.

No.4066hadbeenbuilt inDecember

1922andinitiallycarriedthename

MalvernAbbey,butthiswassubsequently

changedtoSirRobertHorneandthen

ViscountHorne.

Thelastnamecouldhavebeencarried

for justafewweeks,becauseScottish

ALLeyeswereonthefirstofGreat

Central’s continuousseriesof

fortnightly75-lot internet, email,

telephoneandpostal auctions

which ranuntil June12–and the

star item,nameplatePortlandBill,

didn’tdisappointmentwhen it sold

for£10,300.

Theplatewas fromLBSCRH1class

No.38/SRNo.2038, a4-4-2builtby

Kitson&CoofLeeds inDecember

1905andwithdrawnbyBR from

BricklayersArms (73B)asNo.32038

in July1951.

The locomotive’sSRcabside

numberplate sold immediately

after theplate to thesamebidder

for£1200.

Behindcameanumberof signs

fromfourof thesixBR regions,

headedat£7300byBR(S) totem

Withyham,astationon theThree

Bridges toTunbridgeWells line

whichclosed in January1967.

Other totems in this selection

includedBR(NE) Ilkley (£3100)

andBR(E) ForestGate (£1350),

andamongother signscamea

SRtarget fromthenorthDevon

stationofHalwill (£2400)anda

BR(M)directionsign fromtheNorth

LondonLine listing13stations

whichwent for£2200,nearly four

times its topestimate.

Other four-figure realisations

includedaGWRcrown-mounted

tipstaff carriedbyaseniorpolice

officerasa symbolofauthority

(£2000)andaBR(NE)‘Passengerand

parcelsenquiries’doorplate (£1650).

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof

15%(+VAT).

GreatCentraldirectorMikeSoden

said:“Despite itbeing the firstof

theseries,wehadnoteething

problems.

“Itworked reallywell, and in fact

wasanunmitigatedsuccessand

exceededourwildestdreams.

“Wesoldallbut threeof the75

lots, and therewere127biddersand

60differentbuyers.”

BRWESTERNRegiondiesel-hydraulic

classestooktopslot inthephotographs,

slidesandnegativesonlinesaleheldby

JustaclickagofromMay25-31.

Thesingle lot,whichsoldfor£871,

comprisednearly300slidestakenin

theearly-1970s,andincludedmost

of theClass52‘Westerns’numbered

D1000-D1073.

OtherswereClass22‘BabyWarships’

(D6300-57),Class35(D7000-7100),

andClasses42/43

‘Warships’, thesetwo

classescomprising

D800-32/66-70,builtatSwindon,

andD833-65,builtbyNorthBritishLoco

inGlasgow.

Afeatureoftheauctionwasthesaleof

theheritagesteam2000-slidecollection

ofthelateJohnBurrowsofWorcester,

whoserealisationof£260wasdonated

byhiswidowAnnetotheSevernValley

Railway.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof15%.

Theauctionhouse’sSimonStewart

saidthatoverallhewasvery

pleasedwiththeresults,

especiallywithregardto

thestrongbiddingon

modernheritagetraction.

GWRA nameplate selection swells to 10 as
collectors prepare for online live bidding

Collectorpays theBill asGCRA

launches‘mini’auction series

Diesel-hydraulics hold sway: SVR
benefits in photo and slide sale

businessman,barristerandMPSirRobert

wasn’traisedtothepeerageuntil June

1937,andtheStarenteredSwindon

shortlyaftertoberebuiltasNo.5086.

TheGWRhierarchycertainlykeptthe

membersof itsnamingcommitteeon

theirtoes.

ThenameplatefromNo.5086carriesa

‘CastleClass’appendage,andit isbelieved

thiswouldhavebeenaddedtotheStar

plateratherthananewplatebeingcast.

Oneof the locomotive’scabside

numberplateswill alsobegoingunder

thehammer, soldseparately,whileother

GWRcabsides include4084and5067

fromAberystwythCastleandSt.Fagans

Castle respectively,andfromPatriot

No.45524Blackpoolcomesa1933LMS

tenderplatenumbered4496.

Worksplates fromsteam,dieseland

electricwill feature, thesteamincluding

a1925RobertStephenson&Coof

Darlingtonexample (worksNo.3896)

fromSomerset&Dorset JointRailway

Class7F2-8-0No.53810,anda1910

Brightonplate fromLBSCR I3class4-4-2T

No.80thatwasallocatedBRNo.32080

butwaswithdrawninMarch1950before

it couldbeapplied.

Dieselworksplate representatives

includea1959EnglishElectric fromClass

40D230Scythia, andforelectric traction

collectors there isa1952Gorton(works

No.1064) fromEM1/Class76No.26057

Ulysses, the last in theclass tobebuilt.

Amongthesmokeboxnumberplates

is209 fromaTaffValeRailway04class

0-6-2T,whichstarted life inOctober1910

asNo.114andwaswithdrawnbyBR in

August1952.

Amongthetotemstationsigns is

BR(E)NorthumberlandPk.,whichGW

Railwayana’sSimonTurnerunderstands

wastheonly totemtocarrysuchan

abbreviation–there’salsoanLNER

SudburyHilldirectionsign,Taynuilt and

Northolt JcEast signalboxnameboards,

andapreviouslyunknownBirkenhead

ParkLMShawkeye.

Theauction isonJuly25andstarts

at9.30am,withnoaudience inthehall

butwith livebiddingavailableoneither

of twoonlineplatformsaccessibleby

laptop, smart ’phoneor tablet,whichwill

enablecollectors toviewSimonholding

theauction.

Telephonebiddingwillalsobeaccepted

onitemsthatareestimatedtosell fora

minimumof£500,andcommissionbids

maybesent inadvancebypostoremail.

July
3-28PaddingtonTickets (email

andpostal)

10-24GreatCentralRailwayana

(internet,email, telephoneand

postal)

24-Aug7GreatCentralRailwayana

(internet,email, telephoneandpostal)

25GWRailwayana (live internet,email,

telephoneandpostal)

August
3-7TalismanRailwayana (email,

telephoneandpostal)

Railwayanaauction calendar

BY GEOFF COURTNEY RAILWAYANA
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TALISMANRailwayana’sRoger

andSandraPhippshave

announcedthat their liveauction

originally scheduledforMarch21

–the first live railwayanaauction

tobecalledoffbecauseof the

coronavirus lockdown–willnow

beheldasatelephone,email

andpostal sale runningfrom

August3-7.

Century-old railway station isback in
business atVectismodel sale

Delight for Roger and Sandra as
Talisman goes back to its roots

THEREwas livelybidding into five

figures inDreweatts’online railway

models transport saleonMay28 (see

p29),withmodelsbelowthe£10,000

thresholdalsomaking theirmark,

headedbya7¼in live steamLMSClass

4F0-6-0 No. 44001at £9000.

Behindcame5in-gaugeGWR

No. 6027KingRichard I, built byMrR

Batesof Shrewsburywitha‘RoyalDuchy’

headboard (£8000), anda secondLMS

representative, Class 22-6-2TNo. 1200,

also in5ingauge (£6000).

TheLNER thenmadeanappearance

withB14-6-0No. 1005Bongo (£5000),

the first of three fromthis class, all in

5ingauge, that comprised the same

locomotive in its BRNo. 61005 identity

(£4500), andalsoat £4500, a third

variationon theB1 theme,No. 8301

Springbok. Another LNER representative

wasanunnumberedL1class 2-6-4T that

made£5000.

Acluster justbelow included

a3½in-gaugeGWRKing,modelledwith

thenameKingJohn fromNo. 6026,but

carrying thecabsideNo. 6010 (£3400);

two5in-gaugeexamples–GWR0-6-0PT

No. 3799 (£3200) andLancashire&

YorkshireRailway/LMS2Pclass 2-4-2T

No. 50728 (£3000); andaGauge1LNER

A1classPacific –No. 60120Kittiwake

(£3000).

Theauctionalso included railway

posters, thehighest realisation forwhich

was£1100 for a LondonUnderground

‘Appy’Ampsteadexample in the

Humoursof Londonseriesof 1913

byTonySarg (1880-1942), and there

wasalsoa1935HarryBeckLondon

Undergrounddiagrammaticmap that

went for £1900.

A small selectionof railwayanawas

headedbyapair of SecondWorldWar

military railway signal lampsby

CEastgate&SonofBirminghamwhich

soldasa single lot for £700, nearly 12

times their topestimate.

Prices excludebuyer’spremiumof

25% (+VAT).

LMS, GWR and LNER in
head-to-head at Dreweatts

ASELECTIONof33Chineseand

Taiwanesetickets thatweresold inthree

lots ledfromthefront inPaddington

TicketAuctions’postalandemail sale

whichendedonMay19, thehighest

realisationbeing£1150forseventickets

datingfromthelate-1940s/early-1950s.

Runner-upwas£1050for20tickets

fromtheCanton-Kowloon,China

Government,andKowloonCanton

–BritishSectionrailways, issued

respectively in1935,1938andthe

1950s/60s.

Aselectionofsixtickets fromTaiwan

thatwere issuedinthelate-1950sand

early-1960sfetched£860.

HeadingtheBritishcontingentat£540

wasafirstclass freepass issuedin1922by

theIsleofWightRailwaytoRWilliamson

EsqoftheCambrianRailways.Thiswas

theyeartheCambrianamalgamated

withtheGWR,whilethe IoWRwas

absorbedbytheSouthernRailwayinthe

1923Grouping.

Next,witharealisationof£460 ,wasa

140-year-oldticket, issuedbytheNorth

LondonRailwayonAugust14,1880, fora

firstclass journeycosting3d(1.25p) from

Blackwall toPoplarEast IndiaRoadstation

intheheartof thecapital’sdocklands.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof10%

(+VAT).

Eastern promise as China leads
the way in ticket auction

Collection of NNR founding father
Tony Lambert goes under hammer

ACOLLECTIONofrailwayanaaccumulated

overhalfacenturybyNorthNorfolk

Railway (NNR)stalwartthelateTony

Lambertwentunderthehammerfor

atotalofnearly£12,000ataKeysof

Aylsham,Norfolk,onlineauctiononMay

22.

Star lotswereaGreatNorthernRailway

12indialclockwhichwentfor£570,and

an1893Midland&GreatNorthernJoint

Railways’bookingofficesenamelsign

(£480).

Other itemsinthe251-lotsale included

wagonplates,signallingequipment,

lamps,badges,paperwork,drivers’

handbooks,photographs,anduniforms.

Thepricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof

20%(+VAT).

Tony,aformeraccountant,wasa

foundingfatheroftheNNR,whichran

itsfirstpublicpassengertrainsbetween

SheringhamandWeybourneinJuly1975.

Keys’finesalesconsultantDavidBroom

said:“Tonyspenthisentireadult life

collectinganythingrelatedtorailways,

andhiscollectionprovidedafascinating

insightintotheirhistoryduringthesecond

halfofthe20thcentury.”

APRE-FirstWorldWargauge1

tinplatestationmadebyBingof

GermanyfortheBritishmarket

fetched£1700ataVectismodeltrain

online,telephoneandcommission

saleonMay29.

Therealisationforthetwo-storey

model,whichwasona1ft5in

base,wasmorethan11timesthe

topestimate.

Anothergauge1model,ofa

brownandcreamPullman

coachnamedAlbertaby

MarklinofGermany,wentfor

£1200,andaSunset

ModelsofKorea

O-gaugeelectric

LNERA4No.60027

Merlin for£1100.

Justbelowfourfigures

at£950wasasecondBing

gauge1product–Great

NorthernRailwayNo.266–a4-2-2

builtatDoncaster in1898duringthe

HenryIvattera,andoneofthelast

singlesmanufacturedformainline

useintheUK.

Pricesexcludebuyer’spremiumof

25%(incVAT).

Theauctionwaspreviewed

inthiscolumnin issue265,but

a reminder that thehighlights

includenameplatesTawstock

Court fromGWRSaintclass4-6-0

No.2951andfromEastAfrican

Railways’Class60Beyer-Garratt

4-8-2+2-8-4No.6019SirPhilip

Mitchell, namedafter thegovernor

ofKenya,whoservedfrom

1944-52.

There’salso thesmokebox

numberplate fromLNERClass

B14-6-0No.61189SirWilliam

Grayandaworksplate from

anotherLNER loco,D49class

4-4-0No.62718Kinross-shire,

while recentadditions includea

full setofGN&LNWJointRailway

milepost topsandacomplete

GNRsomersault signal.

“Thesetypeofauctionswere

themainstayofourbusiness

whenwestarted in2001,andwe

arereally lookingforwardtodoing

oneof themagain,”saidRoger.
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This live steamAccucraftmodelof IsleofManRailwayNo. 6Peverilhasan

estimated sellingpriceof £600 - £1000atGiddings’August 18 sale.

ManufacturedbyAsterHobby, this live steamgauge1/Gscale45mmgaugemodelofNational Collection-ownedLNERA3

PacificNo. 4472FlyingScotsman is expected to sell forbetween£2000and£4000.

Right: ThisRegnerModels live steam45mmgaugemodel

of LeightonBuzzardRailway-baseddeWinton0-4-0VBT

Chaloner is expected to fetch£300 - £500.

Above: It is estimated that thisAccucraft live steammodelof

IsleofManRailwayBeyerPeacock2-4-0TNo. 16Manninwill

sell for £800 - £1200at auction.

Rails of Sheffield
proposes Class 89
model in OO
RAILSofSheffield isplanningtoproduce

aready-to-runmodelofpreserved

BRClass89electric locomotive

No.89001 inOOgauge inpartnership

withAccurascale.

“The plan is to approach this project

slightly differently to usual,”said a Rails

of Sheffield statement.

“We are currently at the‘register

your interest’stage.We encourage

anybody interested to fill in and

submit the form at https://tinyurl.

com/RailsClass89

“This is not an order form and

youwill be under no obligation to

proceed.We simply need to judge

howmuch demand there is for this

project. Shouldwe get sufficient

interest wewill then proceed to open

it up for pre-ordering.”

Price is estimated to be DCC Ready

at £179.99 and DCC Sound at £269.99.

Delivery is expected in around 15 to

18months fromwhen the green light

is given.

Part of the AC Locomotive Group’s

preserved fleet at BarrowHill, the

full-size No. 89001moved by rail from

BarrowHill to Toton on April 30, where

it will receive a new livery.

Sleeping cars
and Pacers from
Dapol in N gauge
DAPOL isexpanding its rangeofMk3

carriagesandClass142Pacers in2mm

scale.With increasingnumbersofboth

Mk3sleepingcarsandbuffetcars, as

wellClass142s takingupresidenceat

heritage lines, itwouldappearDapol’s

announcement is timely– itnowbeing

prototypical for1980s-builtmain line

rollingstocktooperatealongsidesteam

andearlydieseleravehicles.

While Dapol already produces

a number of Class 142models in

N gauge, a new batch has been

announced, covering five new

variants. Of particular interest to

modellers of heritage lines is that

No. 142096 is to be available in

debranded Northern Rail purple. It

is expected to retail for £118.96 and

is due to be available in the shops

during the first quarter of 2021.

Other new variants are set to include

No. 142042 inMerseyrail livery;

No. 142022 in BR‘Skipper’Western

chocolate and cream; No. 142001 in

Greater Manchester/ GMPTE orange

and tan; and No. 142053 in Provincial

light blue.

Developed from themanufacturer’s

earlier N gauge HST coaches, Dapol’s

Mk3 sleeper cars are expected to be

available in the shops during the third

quarter of this year. Covering both the

SLE and SLEP types, the sleeping cars

will be offered in a range of liveries.

Sought-aftermodels to
aidWelshpool& Llanfair
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ByGarethEvans

THEWelshpool&Llanfair LightRailway

(WLLR) is hoping that anauctionof

more than70 recentlybequeathed

model locomotiveswill providea

substantial boost to its finances inwhat

hasbeenadifficult yeardue toCovid-19.

Gildings Auctioneers is offering

the extensive collection in its

upcoming live steam sale, which

due to coronavirus, will take place as

an online-only auction on Tuesday,

August 18.

The collection forms part of the

estate of Leicestershire enthusiast

Kenneth Abbott and comprises

models manufactured by Accucraft,

Bachmann, Aster and Locomotive

Works, amongmany others.

Rare opportunity
“It is rare for a collectionof this scope to

come to auction and theproceeds of

the sale havebeenbequeathed to the

WLLR. All lots are beingofferedwithout

reserve,”saidGildings’model railway

specialist, AndrewSmith.

“The extensive collection dates

back to the 1990s and includes

passenger coaches, wagons and

accessories of mostly gauge 1 /

Garden Scale. It features both ready-

to-run and kit-built models. Each

part of the collection was produced

in very small numbers andmost of

it remains highly sought-after by

collectors today.”

Kenneth Abbott was a prominent

member of the Leicester Model

Railway Group and exhibited and

ran his locomotives all over the

UK. As a result, the majority come

in handmade wooden cases for

transport and protection and

their excellent condition has been

maintained.When not touring,

Kenneth’s collection operated on his

impressive garden railway.

Part one of the auction will be

devoted to gauge 1 and G scale

locomotives and accessories. The

sale will include kit-built and pre-

built models, passenger coaches,

wagons, tracks and parts. A good

number of Aster models will be

available, including Flying Scotsman

and other iconic locomotives

from the steam era. Collectors will

also have the chance to bid on a

selection of garden railways by

LGB, including electric, diesel and

steam locomotives, freight wagons,

observation carriages andmore.

The second part will feature

Kenneth’s large collection of OO

gauge rolling stock. Many are DCC

fitted and are mainly unused and in

their original boxes.

Condition
“If restrictions areeased further,we

hope toholdprivateviewings safely and

responsibly,”addedAndrew.

“However, if this is not feasible,

condition reports will be available,

and I will be very happy to speak

to interested parties who wish to

discuss the condition of any item in

the sale.”

The catalogue will also be available

at www.gildings.co.uk in due course.

Interested parties can register their

interest now via the website.



Each a glimpse then (almost) gone for ever:

Pondering over the many modelling opportunities available,
Pete Kelly retells the story of the LNER’s majestic but short-lived
49 Peppercorn A1 Pacific locomotives and the construction of the
50th, No. 60163 Tornado, 42 years after the last of the originals
had vanished forever.
UNDER theauspicesof thenewly-

formedBritishRailways in1948and

1949, constructionof theoriginal classof

LNER-designedA1Pacificswasdivided

betweenthe formerGreatNorthern

Railway’sDoncasterWorks (26)and

the formerNorthEasternRailway’s

DarlingtonWorks (23).

The locomotives were a

development of LNER Chief

Mechanical Engineer Edward

Thompson’s one and only A1/1,

a drastic 1945 rebuild of Sir

Nigel Gresley’s original A1 Pacific

No. 4470 Great Northern featuring

three separate sets ofWalschaerts

valve-gear in favour of Gresley’s

preference for just two outside sets

ofWalschaerts working the valve

motion for themiddle cylinder, a

matter over which, before Gresley’s

sudden death in 1941, the two had

been bitterly divided.

For the record, it is often forgotten

that the derivedmotion that brought

about the revered ‘Gresley beat’was

in fact a joint effort between Gresley

and Harold Holcroft.

Even though Edward Thompson

had only five years to go until

retirement, on account of his

seniority it was he rather than the

more affable Arthur H Peppercorn

who succeeded Gresley as chief

mechanical engineer. In themidst

of the SecondWorldWar, with the

almost impossible demands it placed

on Britain’s railways, Thompson’s first

priority was to introduce the B1 4-6-0,

a capable two-cylinder mixed-traffic

locomotive requiring theminimum

ofmaintenance, of which 409 were

eventually built.

Origin
Peppercorn’s chance finally cameafter

Thompson left theLNER in1946.The

A1sweredesignedtocopewith the

heaviestEastCoastMainLinepassenger

trainsof theday, sometimesconsisting

of15-coach loadsweighingaround550

tonsgross.Although itwasThompson

himselfwhoauthorised theconstruction

of thenewclass, Peppercorndidn’t

baulkat improving thedesign thathis

predecessorhadenvisaged.

Unlike the experimental A1/1

rebuild, which suffered all kinds of

problems in traffic, some relating

to the front of themodified frame

where the divided-drive arrangement

of the three cylinders resulted in

the ungainly positioning of the two

outside ones behind the entire front

bogie, Peppercorn decided to bring

the cylinders into line, thus resolving

the frame issues as well as achieving

amuchmore handsome appearance

for the locomotives.

With 6ft 8in driving wheels, a very

large grate area of 50 sq ft compared

with the 41.25 sq ft of the Gresley

Pacifics, a boiler pressure of 250lb,

double chimneys, Kylchap blastpipes

and a tractive effort of 37,400lb,

the A1s couldmore easily handle

15-coach/550-ton trains, even if

this was at the cost of a higher coal

consumption than their Gresley

predecessors. This didn’t always

endear them to their crews – and I

know one ex-King’s Cross fireman

who, in the closing years of steam,

also remembers a tendency for

the A1s to sometimes lurch quite

alarmingly while travelling at speed.

Five of the last 10 examples,

Nos. 60153 Flamboyant, 60154 Bon

Accord, 60155 Borderer, 60156 Great

Central and 60157 Great Eastern, were

fitted with Timken roller bearings

throughout, which enabled them

to run for up to 150,000miles

between overhauls.

Lasting tribute
TheA1swerea lasting tribute toArthur

Peppercorn,whodiedat theyoungage

of62onMarch3,1951,but in thewake

of theBRmodernisationprogramme

andthecomingof the‘Deltics’, every

singleoneof themhadgone for scrapby

1966.Noteventhe last tobewithdrawn

(after aworking lifeof just17years)

No.60145SaintMungo, failed toescape

theaxe, even thoughGeoffDruryhad

originallyplannedtosave it.

Living alongside theWest Coast

Main Line, I might never have seen

an A1 (nor an A2, A3 or A4 for that

matter) had I not saved upmy

Saturday earnings fromworking on

a farm as a 16-year-old until I had

enough to buy a cheap-day return

ticket from Earlestown toYork in 1960.

Although I lost the combined ABC

in which I’d underlined all my‘cops’

from that memorable day long ago, I

still recall Nos. 60120 Kittiwake, 60124

Kenilworth, 60137 Redgauntlet, 60141

Abbotsford and 60150Willbrook.

Little did I know then that 30 years

later, while editing The Railway

Magazine (TRM) in 1990, my life would

become deeply entangled with

another A1 when the preposterous

idea of building a brand-new one

from scratch was first put tome over

lunch by a well-dressed bloke by the

name of David Champion, who spoke

with a lovely soft Geordie accent and

PeppercornA1PacificNo. 60119Patrick
Stirlingmakesan impressivedeparture
fromLeedsCentral in this 1950sphoto.

THE RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE.

HERITAGE MODELLER RAILWAY HERITAGE IN MINIATURE

THEMIGHTYPEPPERCORN

A1PACIFICS
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In theAppleGreen liverywith ‘BRITISHRAILWAYS’ tender-side lettering inwhich

theoriginal PeppercornA1soriginally appeared, thewell-travelledNo. 60163

Tornado triumphantly reaches the railsideDruimuachdarPass signon themain

linebetweenPerthand Inverness.On the roadbeside the tracks, it’s ahard slog

onabicycle, too! THE RAILWAYMAGAZINE ARCHIVE.

had come down fromNewcastle to

King’s Cross to tell me all about it.

During the course of our

conversation I asked himwhere all the

money would come from, and how

on earth the locomotive would be

built. “How do you eat an elephant?”

he replied, before answering his own

question with: “A little bit at a time!”

It all seemed so unlikely that I

stayed awake all that night battling

over whether to put my editorial

judgement on the line by going with

it or simply write it off as an eccentric

dream that didn’t stand a chance –

and themore I thought about it, the

more doubts crowdedmymind.

In the end, though, I grasped the

nettle and duly wrote a feature

entitled ‘Operation A1’, andmoving

forward another 30 years to 2020,

when new-builds seem to be

happening all over the place, it was

interesting to pull out an old TRM

bound volume to recall how I’d

justifiedmy faith in the project.

“Impossible!… Ludicrous!...

‘Cloud Cuckoo Land!” it began.

“Words and phrases like these

were commonplace not so long

agowhenever preservationists put

forward schemes which appeared

difficult or expensive to achieve.

Somany near-miracles have been

performed in the last decade-and-a-

half, however, that such words have

now lost their currency.

“Look at the amazingDuke of

Gloucester story, or themillions of

pounds raised by share issues which

have financed previously undreamed-

of expansion plans at several leading

preserved railways. Look at the total

Barry rescue operation, or the fact

that the Settle and Carlisle line is not

only still open, but improving day

by day.

“Over the years, pages of readers’

letters in the railway press have

carried all the arguments and

counter-arguments of ‘only somany

slices in a cake’or ‘toomany Bulleids’,

yet month-in, month-out, fine

examples of restored locomotives

are rolled out for us to feast our

eyes upon.

“Those samemailbag pages have

often lamented the fact that certain

well-loved classes were broken up

in their entirety, leaving not a single

example behind. A decade ago, there

were letters about producing an

LMS ‘Patriot’4-6-0 from scratch, then

there were calls for a GreatWestern

‘Grange’or ‘County’4-6-0. A flurry

of correspondence resulted, one

side saying ‘Great idea – but what

about the money and the expertise?’

and the other putting forward the

view that, somehow, building ‘new’

locomotives was immoral, and not in

the true spirit of preservation.

Making the case
“The first argument is easily countered

whenwe lookat thehugecash-flows

thathave resulted from imaginatively-

marketedandworthwhile expansion

schemes, and the tremendous strides

forward in the rebirthof steam

manufacturingcapability. As to the

secondargument, is it really immoral to

reopenaproduction line, buildingnew

locomotives fromoriginaldrawingsafter

a lapseof several yearsor evendecades?

Several classesofGreatWestern

locomotiveswereproduced inbatches

separatedbyquite anumberof years –

and lookat theNorthEasternRailway

J720-6-0Ts, first produced in1898, and

still being turnedout after the formation

ofBritishRailways!”

Having thus covered all doubts and

eventualities – to convince myself as

much as the readers – I finally started

to believe, and soon after the piece

was written, everything kicked off

During the course of our conversation I asked
him where all the money would come from,
and how on earth the locomotive would
be built. “How do you eat an elephant?” he
replied, before answering his own question
with: “A little bit at a time!”

No.60126SirVincentRavenpassesTuxford Junctionat speed in thisundatedarchivephoto fromTheRailwayMagazine.
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at York on November 17 of that year

with the launch of the A1 Locomotive

Project 1990.

A group of dedicated enthusiasts

from the North-East who saw the A1

as an important part of the East Coast

express story had formed a steering

committee with the aim of building

one of the majestic Peppercorn A1

Pacifics from scratch and were ‘going

for it’with notable determination and

dedication. ChairmanMikeWilson,

public relations officer John Rathmell,

chief mechanical engineer Ian Storey

and financial consultant David

Champion wasted no time in putting

their message across!

Finance
Atotal costof £500,000was first

projected,with‘atmost’a 10-year

constructionperiod, and for the

record, annualmembershipof theA1

LocomotiveProject 1990cost just £5.

As themomentumgrew, anewspiece

in the January1991 issueofTRM carried

theoutlandishlyoptimisticheadline:

‘DeedofCovenantPlanCouldMake

NewA1Pacific aRealityWithinFour

Years’.Well, itwasonly13yearsout –and

by the time the locomotive started

coming together inearnest, £500,000

wasprojected for theboiler alone!

By the summer of 1993, while I

was still editing TRM, the group had

reached an accord with Doncaster

Council about the building of the

locomotive in that historic railway

town, and to give the project a

boost I decided to cycle from John

O’Groats to Land’s End (926 miles

by the route I followed) with a tiny

‘Flying Scotsman’headboard on

my handlebars to pick up goodwill

messages along the way and act as a

document carrier for the Project after

I reached David Champion’s home

near Morpeth, Northumberland. The

big announcement would bemade

in front of more than 100 guests and

dignitaries in Doncaster’s historic

Mansion House building.

I was 49 at the time, but had

already cycled the end-to-end in one

direction or the other three times,

and was in high spirits as I loadedmy

lightweight bicycle onto the train for

Wick, where I reached Mrs Coghill’s

bed and breakfast establishment

by 10pm.

Sponsored cycle ride
After cycling the17miles to John

O’Groatsnextmorning ready for the

start ofmy journey south, I noticeda

Germanvisitor steppingdown froma

luxury coachandwalkingacross to two

motorcyclistswhowere just about to

begin their own journeys toLand’s End.

“What,”heasked them,“are youdoing?”

and seemedhighly interestedas they

explained the long journeyahead.

Then he spotted this unfit-looking

cyclist with his heavily-laden bicycle,

already wearing a weary expression

after that early-morning ride from

Wick. He turned to me and said:

“The same?”When I answered in the

affirmative, he shook his head and

said: “You British are crazy people!”

I would ponder those words

many times during the nightmare

journey that followed. It started

with a headwind so vicious that at

one point, while I tried to freewheel

downhill, the bike just stopped with

the force of the gale, and it didn’t get

any better as I rode through torrential

downpours, suffered a never-ending

sequence of broken back wheel

spokes and punctures, and finally

foundmyself caught out in the

countryside with nowhere to shelter

during a frightening lightning storm

in Devon.

By July 6, I’d crossed the

Northumbrian hills to reach David’s

home at Epsley, where I was treated

to a wonderful meal and put up for

the night. Next morning I set off

again with copies of the proposed A1

Steam Locomotive Trust-Doncaster

Council agreement stowed safely

in one of my pannier bags to

This isHornby’s value-for-moneyOOscaleRailroadmodelofNo. 60163Tornado inBritishRailwaysAppleGreen.A forthcoming ‘Aberdonian’ trainpack consistingof

thismodel and threemaroonMk.1 coacheswill havea recommended retail priceof £179.99.HORNBY

Right: Thisboxed set ina

limitededitionof1000was

produced to celebrate the

15thanniversaryofBachmann

EuropePlc, and features two

locomotives thatwere shedded

atGateshead–A1No. 60143Sir

WalterScottandClass 40

1Co-Co-1No.D396. PETE KELLY

Theother sideofPeteFowler’sBachmannmodelhasbeenchanged to representanother ‘crested’memberof the class,No. 60147NorthEastern. PETE KELLY
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Left: TheoriginalBachmann

OOscaleA1Pacificmodels

follow the linesof theoriginal

locomotiveswell, as this front-

end shotofNo. 60156Great

Central shows.PETE KELLY





meet members of the A1 Steam

Locomotive Trust and stay the night

at The Sidings, situated right beside

the East Coast Main Line at Shipton

by Beningbrough, between Thirsk

andYork.

On Thursday, July 8, dressed in a

deerstalker and other Edwardian

attire, I wheeled out my vintage 1904

Swift bicycle for a short hop to the

National Railway Museum at York,

but when ominous cracking noises

started coming from the weary old

chain, I decided to leave it at the

museum (rather appropriately!) and

continue the journey to Doncaster

onmymodern lightweight machine

which brother Geoff, followingme,

had loaded into his car.

At the big civic reception next day,

I nervously wheeled my bike down

the aisle and unloaded the copies

of the agreement for the official

signing ceremony. There, I met the

lovely Mrs Dorothy Mather, who’d

worked in the Doncaster Drawing

Office in the A1 days and had been

Arthur Peppercorn’s wife. Dorothy is

also no longer with us, but she and

the humble, well-liked and gifted

Peppercorn must have made a

wonderful couple.

After completing my ride to Land’s

End, I remained in regular contact

with the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust

until moving on from TRM in 1994,

but in the event the construction

of the A1 was finally completed

not at Doncaster, but at Darlington

LocomotiveWorks in 2008.

By then I was an editor with

Heritage Railway’s publisher,

Mortons of Horncastle, and after

riding to Darlington on a Harley-

Davidsonmotorcycle that one of

itsmotorcycling titles had on test,

I witnessed themighty Tornado,

resplendent in workshop grey, moving

under its own steam for the first time.

After asking Mark Allatt for

permission, I took a wonderful

picture of the Harley posing

alongside the huge grey locomotive,

and of course the eventual road test

carried the headline, ‘Heavy Metal!’

Tornado’s crowning glory came

in the early hours of April 12, 2017

when, during a special night-time

test along the East Coast Main Line

between Newcastle andYork, it

became the first steam locomotive

since the 1960s to run at 100mph.

That elephant had been well and

truly eaten!

Inmodel form

Fromthemodellingpointofview,

completelydifferenteras are

representedby theoriginal 49 three-

cylinderA1Pacifics (1948-1966), of

whichnot a single onewaspreserved,

and the50th,No. 60163 Tornado (2008

to thepresent day).

During the year in which Tornado

was completed, 2008, Heritage

Railway announced a customised

and strictly-limited model of the

locomotive in grey livery fromTMC

to help raise funds for the project.

This was basically a repainted

version of Bachmann’s standard

OO-scale A1 Pacific which came in

Brunswick Green livery with late BR

tender crests.

Although the models captured the

lines of the Peppercorn A1s very well,

much of the detail, including the

rudimentary controls in the driving

cab, consisted of simple mouldings.

Just before Christmas 2009,

Bachmann released a model of

Tornado in the original A1 apple

Green livery with ‘BRITISH RAILWAYS’

on the tender sides, but this was a

retooled model that embraced many

of the specific details applicable only

to No. 60163 – a major one being the

modified tender carrying more water

and less coal that the original A1s

that became necessary in the absence

of water troughs on themain line.

Themodel proved so popular that

Bachmann stocks became exhausted

just 10weeks after it went on sale!

Hornby has been producingOO-

scalemodels of Tornado since 2011,

and the latest budget Railroad version

aimed at entrants into themodelling

hobby comes DCC-fittedwithTTS

sound and is finished in BR Apple

Green livery.

For its 2013/14 range, Bachmann

released a Tornadomodel in BR

Express Passenger Blue, and Graham

Farish has alsomarketed an N-scale

version of the locomotive, but it is not

currently in the range.

Other A1 Pacific models

Peter FowlerofCaistor Loco in

Lincolnshire kindly lentHeritageRailway

hisoriginal BrunswickGreenBachmann

OOscaleA1modelofNo. 60156Great

Central for us tophotograph, and

interestinglyhechanged theother side

of themodel to representNo. 60147

NorthEastern.Thenameplatesofboth

locomotives featured impressive crests

of theLNERconstituent companies

(othersbeing theA1/1No. 60113Great

NorthernalongwithA1sNos. 60157

GreatEasternand60161NorthBritish).

As an additional favour, Pete also

lent us a beautiful boxed set of

the Gateshead-shedded Class A1

No. 60143 SirWalter Scott and Class 40

1 Co-Co-1 diesel-electric No. D396,

both in BR Green, that was produced

in a limited edition of 1000 to

celebrate the 15th anniversary of

Bachmann Europe Plc.

EarlyBritishRailwaysBlue suited theA1swell, as thisphotoofoneof the latestBachmannOO-scalemodelsofTornado shows.BACHMANN

This top-of-the-rangemodelofNo. 60163Tornado in late-crestBR linedgreen is expected tobeavailable in the shopsbyDecember this year.BACHMANN
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Firebox, caband tenderdetails are

capturedwell, although thebackhead

of this originalmodel features just

rudimentarymouldings. PETE KELLY
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PAST PERSPECTIVE

AMAN OF HIS TIME
 OR AHEAD OF IT?

BEECHING:

Dr Richard Beeching is still considered by
many to be the ultimate railway bogeyman. To
coincide with the publication of his new book,
Britain’s Railway Closures and their Legacy – The
Definitive Guide, Robin Jones asks whether
Dr Beeching was a man rooted in his day, a
scapegoat for a wider malaise, or a visionary who
saved the network.

J
une 1 next year will be the 60th
anniversary of the appointment
of ICI director and physicist
Dr Richard Beeching as the

first chairman of the new British
Railway Board, and despite
the passage of time, the name
continues to generate debate,
discussion and demands.
Indeed, he has been described as

‘the most hated civil servant of all
time,’ and is still seen by swathes of
the general population as the man
who took away our beloved steam
engines and closed our portfolio of
branch lines.
The month before he began his

four-year stint at BR, our future
sister title The Railway Magazine
commented: “The appointment of
Dr Beeching has aroused mixed
feelings both inside and outside
the railway service. Surprise and
concern have been expressed
because the choice did not fall
on a senior railway officer who
could have brought to the new
board many years of specialised
experience of the intricacies of
railway administration.”
History was to record that the

term “mixed feelings” may have
been a gross understatement.
His report The Reshaping of

British Railways, published on
March 27, 1963, recommended
that 6000 miles of mainly rural
lines should be closed entirely,
and that some of the remaining
routes should be kept open only
for freight.
However, contrary to popular

mythology, Beeching himself
did not close any lines: while he
made recommendations, the final
decision was made by the man who

appointed him – Ernest Marples.
The Minister of Transport was

a roads man: he foundedMarples
Ridgway, a firm which thrived on
road construction at a time when
motor transport was soaring in its
ascendancy at the great expense
of rail, and in 1959, he gave the
go-ahead for the M1 to be built,
Britain’s first inter-city motorway.

Modernisation
So what was the background to
the controversial
appointment?
At the start of

the 1950s, despite
years of wartime
neglect and
austerity, BR was
making a working
profit, albeit a small
one. However, the
county had fallen
well behind the rest
of Europe – not
to mention the
USA – in terms of
dieselisation and
electrification of its
railways, and motor transport was
soaring in its post-war boom.
The response was December

1954’s report, Modernisation
and Re-Equipment of the British
Railways, otherwise referred to as
the BRModernisation Plan.
Because funds were critically

short, in 1948 the newly
nationalised railway opted to
stay with steam and built 999
Standard locomotives. However,
the 1954 report called for complete
replacement of steam by electric,
with diesel providing traction on
non-electrified lines.

The Modernisation Plan led to
a hurried as opposed to measured
response, with manufacturers
turning out some diesel classes that
were not considered as effective
as the steam engines they were
designed to replace.
By 1960, despite the regular

pruning back of country branch
lines and other loss-making parts
of the system, BR had a deficit of
£68 million, which increased to £87
million in 1961 and to £104 million

in 1962.
Clearly, the

Modernisation
Plan had failed
on several fronts,
while car ownership
rose, and so a fresh
approach based
on economics was
considered essential.
Beeching’s basic

strategy was to speed
up the eradication
of unremunerative
lines – a process that
had been on-going
since the First World

War – and to eliminate routes
which ‘doubled up.’
The great railway building age

of the 19th century had seen rival
companies build competing routes
linking the same town and cities,
whereas in the modern age, only
one was deemed necessary, and so
Beeching aimed for a streamlined
inter-city network.
His study of traffic flows showed

that the least-used 50% of stations
contributed only 2% of passenger
revenue, while a third of all route
miles carried just 1% of passengers.
Understandably, the trade unions

loudly objected to the sweeping job
losses that the closures brought,
and the Labour Party vowed to sack
Beeching if they were elected in
1964, and reverse all of ‘his’ cuts.
Labour won the General Election,

and not only retained Beeching
for a time, but carried on with
implementing his programme of
recommendations, and then made
further closures over and above
them – the Midland Railway’s
Matlock to Buxton line, part of
which is now home to Peak Rail,
springs immediately to mind.
One of Beeching’s often

overlooked successes is that of the
bulk containerisation of freight,
allowing the railways to compete
with road transport in areas where
they could do the job better. His
approach was to swim with the
tide, not against it.

Carownership
In the ensuing decades, the motor
car reinforced its position as the
undisputed king, and what might
have been considered a luxury by
most families back in the 1950s or
even the 60s, now sees many homes
today own two or more cars.
The net result has been

congestion in urban areas, and
the need for both local railways
and buses to stop them becoming
gridlocked on a daily basis.
It has seemed to me that at every

election, one of the candidates
promises to reverse this or that
Beeching cut, yet very few of the
axed lines have reopened as a result.
One classic success is the Borders

Railway over the northernmost
third of theWaverley route which
closed in 1969.

DrRichardBeechingholdsupa copyofhis landmark1963 report,

TheReshapingofBritishRailways.NRM
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The name Beeching yet again
made headlines this year, when
transport secretary Grant Shapps
announced the new Restoring Your
Railway Ideas Fund, offering up to
£50,000 of the costs of developing
a business case for the reopening
of lines – for public as opposed to
heritage services – that were closed
in the Sixties.
As we reported last issue, the first

shortlist of 10 projects announced
onMay 23 included the East
Lancashire Railway’s Heywood
branch, Smallbrook Junction to
Newport and Shanklin to Ventnor
on the Isle of Wight, the latter
including the island’s steam railway
and the Penrith to Keswick branch,
for two decades the target of
campaigner Cedric Martindale.
Two South DevonMPs have

asked the Government to look into
the possibility of regular services
over the Dartmouth Steam Railway
from Paignton to Churston, and
now the Transport Minister for
Wales, Ken Skates, wrote to the
Grant Shapps to reiterate the case
for reopening the seven-mile line
between Bangor and Caernarfon.
While Beeching recommended

it for closure in 1963, it remained
open for another nine years.
Reinstatement here would involve
rebuilding the former station
at Caernarfon which has been
demolished and redeveloped as a
supermarket and a new station at
Felinheli. A bridge at Felinheli, an
embankment at Caernarfon and a

tunnel at Faenol would also need
major repair work, while part of the
trackbed is currently used as Lon
Las Menai, a popular cycle path.
Herein lies the nub of the problem

with the Beeching era. Beeching
did not invent rail closures: indeed,
what happened in Britain was
taking place throughout much of
the post-war western world.
However, his remit did not

consider the state of Britain’s
transport networks, in say 50 years’
time. Back in 1963, there were
many who thought the railway age
was approaching its end because
of competition from the more
versatile car: they did not envisage
a 21st century of unbearable city
road congestion and air pollution.

Disposal
In Beeching’s day, once a branch
closed, its tracks would likely be
lifted within days, never to return,
and sections of trackbed sold off
for development, permanently
blocking future reinstatement.
In some European countries,

tracks and/or trackbeds were left in
place for many years after closure,
just in case, but in Britain, in many
cases it is now far too late.
Take the East Lincolnshire main

line, which closed in 1970 and has
been described as the worst of all
the Beeching recommendations:
back then, towns and village
like Louth, North Thoresby and
Waltham had a lower population,
but subsequent swathes of

housebuilding might well make a
daily commuter service into, say
Grimsby, attractive.
Also, did Beeching’s initial

studies ever fully take into account
the passenger and freight traffic
that a loss-making branch might
nonetheless contribute to the main
line it served?
On the other hand, what if there

had never been a Beeching, and the
cuts had never been made?Would
British taxpayers have been happy
to subsidise a plethora of remote
branches where trains ran with
empty carriages for the sake of
long-term sentimentality?
In my new hardback, Beeching:

Britain’s Railway Closures and their
Legacy – The Definitive Guide,
these and many more issues are
discussed in detail, along with the
background to the Beeching era,
its aftermath, and the case for rail
revival today.
So was he the villain of popular

legend, or a visionary who helped
save Britain’s railways at a time
when there were those who wanted
to see even more drastic pruning?
You decide!

➜ Beeching: Britain’s Railway
Closures and their Legacy - The
Definitive Guide by Robin Jones,
published by Gresley books/Mortons
Book, 256pp, ISBN 978 1 911658 14 6,
price £14.99 – is available now at
www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

Left: TheHayling Islandbranch

was closedonNovember3,

1963, even though itmadea

small profit. BRgave the reason

as the costof replacing the

timber swingbridgewhich

crossedLangstoneHarbour

being far tooexpensive. LBSCR

‘Terrier’ 0-6-0TNo. 32650 is

nowbeing restoredat the

SpaValleyRailway.

HUGH BALLANTYNE

Left: At just one

mile and64chains,

oneof the shortest

ofBeeching

closureswas that

ofYorkshire’s

Barnoldswick

branch,whereBR

Standard2-6-2TNo.

84105headed the

lastpassenger train

onSeptember25,

1965,watchedbya

groupof schoolboy

trainspotters.

HUGH BALLANTYNE
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RAILWAY PROFILE

WEST RIDING

Yorkshire’s great little steam trains reside at Clayton West, on the 15in gauge Kirklees
Light Railway. Originally constructed for the transport of coal as a standard gauge
line, the railway now carries thousands of visitors from around the county and beyond
each year. Oliver Edwards looks at the railway’s history and what it offers, as well as
discussing recent developments and the future with general manager Erin Towey.

T
he Kirklees Light Railway (KLR) is
laid on the trackbed of a much earlier
railway, constructed by the Lancashire

and Yorkshire Railway (L&YR) as part of
the second railway boom.West Yorkshire
during the latter half of the 19th century was
a significant industrial centre, with industries
mining rawmaterials such as coal and
manufactured goods like textiles, providing
immense wealth for investors and necessitating
the construction of a raft of communication
channels. First came canals, and then railways.
The L&YR was particularly prominent,

competing with companies such as the London
& NorthWestern to exploit the rich trade
pickings first. A large number of schemes had
been explored to put ClaytonWest, the modern
KLR’s main station, and local coal mines on
the rail map, but had failed to gain traction.
When the 3½mile branch line to the village
from the main line at Shepley finally achieved
parliamentary approval in the late 1860s, the

L&YR had lost interest in the scheme and
construction did not commence until late 1872.
Amazingly for such a short railway, completion
was not until the end of the decade, making
it one of the last branch lines constructed in
the region.
The railway settled into the familiar pattern

of many secondary railways across the UK,
namely reasonable success for the following
70 years until the early 1950s. Images of large
classes such as the LMS Jubilees hauling heavy
excursion trains on the line demonstrate
that the railway was no mere idle byway, and
instead was an intensely used artery for trade.
Later, Class 40 diesels were also to be seen. At
this point, the railway’s history diverged from
other branch lines in the region such as the
Keighley &Worth Valley. It remained open
through the rail closures of the period thanks
to the intervention of transport minister
Barbara Castle, one of the few railways to avoid
a seemingly inevitable fate. Coal traffic allowed

the railway to cling to life right until the end of
the 1970s, and passenger trains ran until total
closure in 1983. With no preservation society
to save the railway, and the track torn up, the
residents around this Yorkshire byway must
have expected never to see a train in Clayton
West again.

Reopening beckons
When in the late 1980s Brian Taylor, owner
of a miniature line in nearby Halifax, was
searching for a place to expand his railway
portfolio, the abandoned route to Clayton
West was not a settled choice. He looked
across the UK, including at a site in a popular
tourist hotspot in the SouthWest of England,
before settling on the route on his doorstep.
Negotiations with the local authority were
successful, and its backing helped in gaining a
Light Railway Order in 1991.
The whole railway was not reopened at once.

Instead, an initial section to Cuckoo’s Nest – a

MINIATURE DELIGHT

Owl,oneof two large locomotiveson the

railway fromtheoriginal fleet, is seen

arriving intoShelley.OLIVER EDWARDS



Heritagerailway.co.uk 75

mile from ClaytonWest – opened in 1991,
with further additions to Skelmanthorpe –
the halfway point – and Shelley – the current
terminus – made by the end of the decade. The
railway was sold in the mid-2000s to Stately
Albion, a specialist in building holiday homes
and lodges, which once used a corner of the
ClaytonWest site to house a showroom.
Attention is now firmly on improving

facilities for visitors. Early photographs of
ClaytonWest show a large, open site with
very little to entice visitors, aside from
Brian’s beautiful little engines. Today, a large
playground, café, shop, workshops, volunteer
accommodation, birthday party carriage (see
standard gauge stock panel) and engine shed
occupy the site, making this a versatile area
in which to cater for a range of audiences.
A 7¼in gauge miniature railway has been a
staple attraction at ClaytonWest for some
years, and was rebuilt to ground level with new
locomotives and rolling stock last year.

In 2019, the railway broke through the
65,000 visitor per annum figure – a long-held
ambition and a testament to the adage that a
good product creates a loyal customer base.

Along the line
Both the terminus stations on the railway
feature turntables, which means locomotives
rarely run bunker-first. When larger tender
engines visit, the locomotive and its tender
are turned separately because of their length.
A small tearoom can be found at Shelley, and
trains spend just enough time here to grab a
drink before returning.
The line itself is a very picturesque one,

running through a large wood, along a steep
embankment and through perhaps the
railway’s most eerie feature, theWoodhouse
tunnel. This impressive feat of engineering is
only amplified by the size of the modern KLR
trains which run through it, and is measured
at a fantastic 476 metres (1561ft) in length.

The railway innumbers

3½miles The length of the Kirklees Light
Railway

6 The number of resident steam
locomotives

65,000 The number of visitors in 2019

£8 The on the day adult day rover
fare

1 The number of resident diesel
locomotives

MapofKirkleesLightRailway
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“Tunnels on narrow gauge railways
in the UK are rare, with examples on
the Ffestiniog &Welsh Highland the
best known, though nonematch
the sheer size of Woodhouse.”

Perhaps the railway’smostused locomotive is Jay, the residentworksdiesel, seen

hereona rarepassenger turnonFebruary18, 2020.OLIVER EDWARDS

Fox, the railway’s first locomotive, is in the final

stagesof a long rebuild. The1987-built 2-6-2T is

basedonHunslet typeexported to India.OLIVER

EDWARDS

Above: Fairbourne influencesare strongat theKLR,

with two formerFairbourneRailway locomotives

and these carriagesbasedhere.OLIVER EDWARDS

0-6-4STBadgerawaitsdeparture fromClaytonWestwithawell loaded trainon

February18.OLIVER EDWARDS

Left: Popularperformers: FairbourneRailway

veteransSianandKatie. The2-4-2swork together

exclusivelyon special Katie&Sianweekends.OLIVER

EDWARDS
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Heritage Railway (HR): The Kirklees Light Railway (KLR)
had a fantastic 2019, breaking previous passenger records.
How did you get there?
Erin Towey (ET): Between 2017 and 2018, there was a
skills gap in the team here at KLR inmarketing, and that
showed in our visitor figures.
I originally joined the railway to fill that gap, before

becoming general manager, and I putmarketing plans in
place that are beginning to take off. It takes time to see
improvement in visitor numbers, and 2019 bore out the
positive changesmade in 2018.
Kirklees is a family railway, and defining that as our

core audience has helped us to tailor our offer tomeet
their needs.

HR:How important do you think it is to keep adapting the
railway’s offer to visitors?
ET: Improving the experience of visitors is a key aim for us.
Our railway does not receive financial support through a
supporting charity or from large donors, so we have to fund
developments ourselves.
This canmean projects takemore time than at some

other railways or attractions, but we havemade huge
strides in the last few years. Two new
playgrounds have been built, our
miniature railway has been relaid,
rolling stock is maintained to a high
standard andwe are continuing to
introduce new events.

HR: The railway has recently
welcomed both ex-Fairbourne Railway
sisters Katie and Sian as residents.
Have they caught people’s attention?
ET: Sian arrived at the railway in 2018,
and our first Sian and Katieweekends
were in 2019.While they do not
bring in thousands of visitors, these
two locomotives have created some
interest with enthusiasts. I must say
that it is lovely to see them together.

HR: Kirklees is one of the largest Day Out with Thomas
locations in the UK. How important are these events
to raising the railway’s profile, and recruiting the next
generation?
ET: Absolutely essential, on both fronts. They build
huge awareness of the railway, which generates new
audiences, who are then very likely to return in future.
They generate good revenue, too. Thomas helps us to
spark the interest of young, budding railway enthusiasts
who we hope to convert into volunteers in later life.

HR: Can you tell us about any exciting developments
planned for the future?
ET: It will be a period of consolidation for us, after some
large investments in visitor facilities over the last few
years. We began running evening trains for adults with
food and drinks last year, which we are keen to repeat.
Katie comes out of service at the end of this year for

overhaul, and Fox is anticipated to return to service.
We say that when we do something, we want to do

it well.

HR: Can readers get involved in the railway through
volunteering? How do they get
in touch?
ET: Yes, just knock on the door!We do
run a volunteer recruitment weekend,
which people can attend to learn
more, but potential volunteers can get
in touch at any time by emailing info@
kirkleeslightrailway.com or calling
01484 865727. Volunteersmust be
over 16. There is a lot to do and get
involved in – no pressure if it doesn’t
feel right for you.

HR:What is your favourite
locomotive personally?
ET: Owl is my favourite, because it is so
unusual! That said, I like Katie too. In
fact, they are all lovely!

Tunnels on narrow gauge railways in the UK
are rare, with examples on the Ffestiniog &
Welsh Highland the best known, though none
match the sheer size of Woodhouse. Once in
the middle, sheer darkness would prevail were
it not for a small number of carriage lights.
Loops at the halts of Skelmanthorpe and
Cuckoo’s Nest allow for intense running on
gala days, with trains departing ClaytonWest
at a frequency which means you can easily
catch every locomotive without waiting for
hours in remote locations.
Rover tickets are available at just £8 for an

adult on the day, and are as low as £6 for over
60s booking in advance. This represents superb
value, and is great for enticing return visitors.
If a visit to a larger railway involves high costs
for you, why not pop down to Kirklees for your
steam fix?

Motive power
The locomotives of the KLR adopt the
common 15in gauge practice of being based
on larger machines, although they differ from
most in that they are inspired by narrow gauge
prototypes. There are now six resident steam
locomotives on the railway, four constructed by
Brian Taylor and the other two are well known
Guest Engineering products.
Fox and Badger are the two medium-sized

residents, and formed the backbone of services
in the first decade of the railway’s life. Badger,
an 0-6-4ST and finished in a fitting apple
green, is still in service today, and is one of the
line’s most used locomotives. Fox, meanwhile,
is based on a Hunslet 2-6-2T and has been
out of service since Christmas Eve 2014 and is
being returned to traffic very soon.
Hawk andOwl, befitting their animal

namesakes, are the larger locomotives of Brian
Taylor’s original fleet.Hawk entered service in
1998, and can be found on the heaviest trains
on the railway. Often to be found doubling up
as Thomas during the railway’s event days,
the locomotive is designed on the Kitson
Meyer principle, which gives the locomotive
powered bogies at both ends. These have
allowed the locomotive to visit lines which
would not normally be associated with such a
long engine, such as the Perrygrove Railway
in Gloucestershire.
Owl is even more unusual. Formerly turned

Meet thegeneralmanager

ErinTowey,

KLRgeneralmanager

Erin Towey has been general manager of the KLR since July 2019, having joined the line two years previously as
marketing manager.
Prior to that, she worked as an administration and purchasing coordinator at an international medical clinic

in Singapore. Other previous roles have included faculty operations officer and executive assistant to the
pro-vice-chancellor at Sheffield Hallam University – and PA and office manager to the managing director of
planning at Transport for London.

Standardgauge
stock
Clayton West station is home
to an item of standard gauge
rolling stock – Class 108 DMU
car DTCL No. 56495. This
vehicle has been stripped
inside, excluding a small
number of original seats in
the compartment behind the
cab, and now plays host to
children’s parties. Finished in a
striking blue paint scheme with
painted balloons on its side, the
car is certainly a popular venue.
More details about hiring it can
be found at:
www.kirkleeslightrailway.com

Left:On shedatClayton

West:Badger is seenon the

turntable,whileHawkandOwl

standby.OLIVER EDWARDS



Heritagerailway.co.uk 77

out in Stroudley improved engine green (in
reality a light shade of golden ochre),Owl now
carries the utilitarian black of the railway’s
builder, the Lancashire & Yorkshire. With
gears and cylinders angled in a V shape
on the locomotive’s sides, it is certainly
unconventional. Again, it most often found on
the heaviest trains.
Jay, the railway’s diesel, is perhaps the hardest

working member of the fleet, mixing duties on
works trains to giving passenger rides as Mavis
on Thomas days and working occasional full-
line turns. Tram No. 7 predictably finds use on
family event days, too.

Far flung friends
This corner of Yorkshire has become the
unlikely home of former seaside dwellers
in recent times, after the arrival of former
Fairbourne Railway resident Katie and later
sister Sian. These tender engines have broken
the long rule of tank engines at Clayton
West, though the railway has previously been
home to Sandy River No. 24, now based at
the Cleethorpes Coast Light Railway and a
product of Fairbourne’s own workshops. Katie
and Sian are 2-4-2 locomotives, and have been
well travelled since their days in NorthWales.
Katie was formerly based at Windmill Farm in
Lancashire and Sian, in a rather ill-fitting US
guise, at the Bure Valley. Katie is owned by the
railway, while Sian has been restored by the
Sian Project Group.
The railway runs special weekends with

both locomotives in traffic together. It has also
had an extended visit from the Bassett Lowke
Count Louis (another Fairbourne machine)
recently.
In fact, the railway has played host to

numbers of visiting locomotives in recent
years. Highlights have included the gathering
of ‘Katies’ at last year’s gala event. This line saw

large locomotives in its working life, and KLR
continues the tradition by hosting locomotives
such as Romney’sWinston Churchill andDr
Syn, both constructed nearby by the Yorkshire
Engine Company.

Events for all
The railway has a vast events programme,
catering for the wishes of several groups.
For families, Kirklees’s main target market,
a large number of Santa trains, Days Out
with Thomas and story weekends provide
variety, while enthusiasts should make the
gala event in mid-September a part of their
annual calendar.
The railway offers a variety of experiences for

those passionate about steam. Footplate rides
start at £60 for a 70-minute journey, while
driver taster and full driver experience days
are offered too, the latter including 18 miles at
the controls.
For this article, I attended one of the railway’s

photographic courses. Being relatively new to

railway photography, this was great for me as it
included expert advice on how to use my new
camera and got me into locations along the line
normal visitors cannot access. Again, details
can be found online.
Volunteers are a big part of the railway’s

existence, though it is owned by and
operated as a commercial business. Kirklees
accommodates volunteers in its operations as
guards and drivers, as well as in other roles.
The atmosphere is friendly and welcoming,
and encourages personal development, so may
be the place for you if you are currently seeking
a volunteering opportunity.
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Above:BlackerWood is a

beautiful spoton the railway.

Hawk, the line’s largest and

mostpowerful locomotive, is

seenmakinggood time towards

Shelley. CompletedatClayton

West in1998byBrianTaylor, the

0-4-4-0T isbasedonaKitson

Meyer typeexported toChile in

1903. The locomotive is regularly

usedon theKLR’s full-daydriver

experience courses.OLIVER

EDWARDS

Right:Owlmakesa spirited

run shortly after leaving

Skelmanthorpe station, the line’s

midwaypoint.OLIVER EDWARDS
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AT THE BEATING HEART OF

By Robin Jones

T
he late PhilipWilliams spent more than
four years recording and writing the
memoirs of 23 surviving Pontypool Road

locomotive depot staff spanning the years 1914
to 1967, researching hundreds of photographs
along the way.
Phil’s interest in railways was derived from

his father JohnWilliams and a near neighbour,
also by coincidence named Phil Williams, a
Pontypool Road driver who started his railway
career in 1923 and retired in 1968.
It was the stories of life on the rails that driver

Phil imparted to the young Phil growing up
in the 1970s which sparked his interest and
would eventually lead him to write up the life
and times of the steam age railwaymen of the
Welsh valley shed, 82G Pontypool Road.
The result is a two-volume work, the first of

which has been published by the Silver Link
imprint of Mortons Books.
Railwaymen Of TheWelsh Valleys 1914-

1967: Memories of steam working from (86G)
Pontypool Road shed, is a remarkable work
which records in detail a period of Britain’s
railways that, although long since passed into
history, is still fondly remembered by many
who lived through part or all of it. For those
born since the steam age years, this volume
provides an insight into the detailed workings
of a steam age locomotive shed and the services
for which it provided the motive power.
Told by the men who lived it, the story

is one of hard, often physical work, of grit
and determination, and of unsociable

Anaerial viewofPontypoolRoad locomotivedepotandyards, lookingeast towest, onApril 14, 1959.

TERENCE SOAMES CARDIFF LTD/PHILWILLIAMS COLLECTION

PontypoolRoad loco shedbasks in theautumnsunlightas viewed fromCoedygric

RoadviaductonOctober14, 1962. In the foregroundon the left areCoedygric

Sidings,withNewSidingson the right.WPOTTER/RC RILEY COLLECTION

shift working, in an often tough and dirty
environment. However, the author has also
captured the lighter moments, recalling many
humorous tales and events that were also part
of a railwayman’s life.

Reproduced here is a small selection of
the more than 300 illustrations contained
in this first volume, available from
www.mortonsbooks.co.uk or telephone
01507 529529 to order your copy.

VALLEY STEAM

SHED STAFF TALES



Left:OnAugust15, 1962GWR0-6-0PTNo. 4668has reversed

fromtheCabinRoad to leave the shedwhile its fireman rings

theEastbox forpermission to leave.Wagonsof ashare to

the left, andGWRNos6335, 9611, 3682and3815are seen in

thebackground, awaiting fire-droppingon theashpit. PHIL

WILLIAMS COLLECTION

Above: Passengerswait at theoldPontypoolRoadstation,

dateunknown. PHILWILLIAMS COLLECTION

GWR0-6-2TNo. 5628hauls aNeath-PontypoolRoad

passenger trainatHengoedHighLevel station in1962.

DK JONES COLLECTION

Ashedpermit for anenthusiasts’ visit toPontypoolRoad,Newport (EbbwJunction) andSevernTunnel

JunctiononDecember30, 1964.G VINCENT

The last eastboundpassenger train fromPontypool toNeath

entersPontypool (ClarenceStreet) onDecember30, 1964,

againhauledbyNo. 4639.RHMARROWS

Awestbound freight crossesCrumlinViaduct sometimebefore1929when the railwayacross itwas reduced fromtwo lines toone. PHILWILLIAMS COLLECTION
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MUSEUM FOCUS

Swindon’s Steam – Museum of the Great Western
Railway had its 20th birthday in June, but celebrations
were postponed as the venue in part of Brunel’s great
workshops remained closed due to the Covid-19
pandemic, writes Robin Jones.

I
n late 1998, a few months before the first
issue ofHeritage Railway appeared, I
attended a Swindon Borough Council press

conference to announce what seemed a very
ambitious plan – to turn part of Isambard
Kingdon Brunel’s SwindonWorks into a
museum to celebrate the magnificence of the
Great Western Railway which he engineered.
The magnitude of such a development would

give the great railway town that sprang up
around the works a venue to rival the Brunel-
themed attraction at Bristol, including the
SS Great Britain, it was hoped.
Legend has it that in 1841, when Brunel

and his superintendent Daniel Gooch were
seeking to build a locomotive repair workshop
around the midway point of the Paddington
to Bristol line, the former threw half a ham
sandwich out of a carriage window, and built
the facility where it landed. Be that truth or
fiction, the works opened two years later and
turned a small agricultural settlement with
a population of around 2500 into a town
housing more than 40,000 railway workers.
The locomotive products of Swindon are

legendary across the world and need no
introduction here. However, British Rail
Engineering Limited closed the works on
March 26, 1986 in favour of Crewe and Derby,
and it seemed that proud tradition would be
consigned to history.
The name of the new museum would tell it

exactly as it was – STEAM –Museum of the
Great Western Railway.

Opening
It was to be housed in a restored Grade II
listed building, and replaced the former
GWRMuseum in Faringdon Road, Swindon,
which had opened on June 22, 1962. Several
volunteers and staff members that work
at STEAM today were involved with the
preparations for the new museum, including
the transfer of the collection from the old one.
The new museum admitted the public for the

first time on June 14, 2000, and it was offically
opened by Prince Charles of June 27 that year.
Liz Day, membership secretary of the Friends

of Swindon Railway Museum, said: “The
things I remember are being surrounded by

cardboard boxes for months as we were trying
to pack everything up ready for the move.
When I first went into the new building, long
before we opened, I thought I would never be
able to find my way around.
“The night before we opened, we were in

the building for many hours on our knees
cleaning. I did my bit in Caerphilly Hall, our
events space. I can’t remember what time we
went home, but it was not far off midnight.”
STEAM visitor experience assistant Kevin

Shurmer said: “I started working for the
museum at the beginning of 1999. I worked
in the Longshop opposite, renovating all sorts
of things to go in the new museum. My main
project was the shunters truck, which was in a
terrible state when it came in, and was almost
deemed impossible to renovate. Over a period
of six months we successfully restored parts
and returned it to its former glory.”
It would get bigger – and better. In 2008,

STEAM secured a £450,000 investment
to convert 19 Shop into a multi-purpose
conference and event space. Today, Great
Western Hall hosts high-profile events such

STEAM:
20 YEARS OF A MODERN
SWINDON SUCCESS

STEAM’Sownengine:No. 2818 standsproudlyon the traverser

outside themuseum in2018, ready tobemoved into thebuilding.

JACK BOSKETT/SBC

The frontof STEAM–Museumof theGreatWestern

Railway. SBC

TheHarryCollectionondisplay for the first timeat

STEAM in2012. SBC
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as the National Trust annual general meeting
and Swindon’s general election count, plus
well-known annual events such as the Great
Western Brick Show.
In 2011, STEAM received a once-in-

a-lifetime bequest in the form of a huge
collection of railway relics that had belonged
to collector Brian Harry who died in
August 2005.
The collection comprised 72 GWR cabside

number plates, 15 locomotive tender plates,
more than 150 cast iron signs and a variety of
GWR objects, including silverware, signalling
equipment, fixtures and fittings – plus around
40,000 photographs, including some rare
archive material.
With the death of his widow Janet, the items

were transferred to STEAM and are now
displayed as the Harry Collection

Collection
STEAM collections and exhibitions officer
Elaine Arthurs said: “Mr Harry was a serious
Great Western collector over many years and
clearly had an eye for the best quality material.
“He started off his early career at Swindon

Works before moving to the banking world
and his passion was evident as the items
arrived in pristine condition.”
In November 2015, two flagship locomotives

made a timely return to Swindon: GWR
4-6-0 No. 6000 King George V, which ended
the BR steam ban in 1971, and unofficial
100mph record breaker 4-4-0 No. 3717 City
of Truro. Their arrival marked the start of
Swindon175, a year-long programme of events
to commemorate the works’ anniversary.
The pair remain on display at STEAM on

temporary loan from the National Railway
Museum (NRM) at York. Swindon175 also
included the installation of STEAM’s replica
Swindon Works hooter.
The steam-powered hooter to call employees

to work was first sounded in 1867. Three
decades after the works closed, local steam
engineer Colin Hatch of Wanborough built
and installed a replica on the roof of the
STEAM building as part of Swindon175.

Today, Colin blasts the iconic sound
of Swindon at special events throughout
the year.
In August 2018, STEAM acquired the first

complete locomotive of its own in the form of
Churchward heavy freight 2-8-0 No. 2818.
In August 2018, Churchward heavy freight

2-8-0 No. 2818 returned to the site where it
was built in 1905. A controversial decision
by the NRM saw two National Collection
locomotives gifted to venues which, it was
deemed, would better serve their heritage.
No. 2818 had been on static display at the

Locomotion museum in Shildon, County
Durham – well away from GWR territory –
for several years.
As reported in Heritage Railway issue 145,

Andrew McLean, assistant director and head
curator at the NRM, said: “The transfer of
Churchward’s No. 2818 to STEAM ensures
the locomotive’s positive long-term future
in its Swindon birthplace. The locomotive
will be seen and appreciated by thousands of
visitors who may not have had the chance to
travel to the north-east of England where it
was based before.” No. 2818 was used during
the First World War to transport coal for the
Royal Navy.
At the same time, the museum came under

fire for gifting LSWR T3 4-4-0 No. 563 to the
Swanage Railway. It has been dismantled at

Bill Parker’s Flour Mill workshop at Bream in
the Forest of Dean to assess its potential to be
returned to working order.
An ‘arms length’ clause in the gifting

arrangement ensures if either venue wants to
offload their locomotive gift at a later date, it
has to offer it to the National Collection first.

Achievements
As with all other heritage railway venues,
the museum has been closed because of
the Covid-19 pandemic. However, STEAM
has been sharing more of its achievements
and highlights of the past two decades on
social media. Visitors are also encouraged
to share their photographs and memories
of STEAM on Facebook and Instagram
(@SteamMuseum), or Twitter (@Steam_
Museum).
Coun Dale Heenan, Swindon Borough

Council’s cabinet member for the town centre,
culture and heritage, said: “Last year more
than 130,000 people visited the museum to
learn about Swindon’s rich heritage, and the
staff do a tremendous job in bringing to life
science, technology, engineering, art and
maths topics for visitors. The success of the
Science Festival and the Brick Show, which
will both return, means STEAM has a bright
future ahead for another 20 years. And there is
still so much potential.”

ClassdoyenGWR4-6-0No. 4073CaerphillyCastlebecamepartof theNationalCollectionwhenwithdrawn

inMay1960andwas formallyhandedover to theScienceMuseumatPaddington stationon June2, 1961,by

noneother thanBRchairmanDrRichardBeeching. ROBIN JONES

“I believe STEAM
has a bright
future ahead for
another 20 years.”

STEAMbegins to take shapeasHawksworth0-6-0PT

No. 9400andGWRShunters’ TruckNo. 94988are

positioned inside in199. SBC

SteamengineerColinHatch

with the two replicahooters

prior to their installation. SBC

GreatWesternHall dressed for a JamesBond007-themed

Christmasparty in2019. SBC

Thenon-working replicaofpioneerGWRbroad

gauge2-2-2NorthStarwas constructed for the

1925Stockton&DarlingtonRailway centenary

celebrations, using someof thepartsof theoriginal

whichhadbeenscrapped in1906. It is seenpartially

coveredbyadustsheetduringpreparations to setup

STEAM. SBC
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OFF THE SHELF

ByPeter Johnson, (hardback,Pen&Sword,208pp,£30,
ISBN9781526717535)

OPENED in1859asahorse tramway,

the2ft 3ingaugeCorris Railway isone

ofWales’oldestnarrowgauge lines.

Fortunately, partof it survives today

and isgraduallybeing reopened, as

reported inHR issue267.

Thecomplexhistoryofwhat is

todaya friendlyheritage railway is

easilyoverlooked,but thisbookcharts

it all in adigestiblemanner.

In theauthor’s familiar style, the

text is highly informativeyet easy

andenjoyable to read.Drawing

onahostoforiginal sources,

includingour sister titleTheRailway

Magazine, Parliamentary archives

andnewspaper archives, theauthor

reveals awealthofpreviously

unknowndetailed information.

Thebook’s four chapters are titled

Thehorseera;Tramwaycompany

ownership; Railwaycompany

ownership; andRevival. Interesting

detail in theappendices includeActs

of Parliament; Locomotives; Board

ofTrade returns from1872-1930;

Payments to ImperialTramways;

Mileage1900-1913extracted from

theCorris RailwayCompany’s annual

reports; andPlanningapplications

2001-2011.An index ishelpfully

providedat the rear.

Startingwithacomprehensive

accountof the line’s earlyhorse-

drawndays in1858, it charts the

developments andhurdleswhich

wereovercome topermit the

introductionof steam locomotives

and thecarriageofpassengersusing

tramway-style coaches.

In addition to theevolutionof the

line’s rolling stockand infrastructure,

thebookcovers somehuman

interest –principally JosephRichards

Dix.Takingup the railway’sgeneral

manager roleon January1, 1879, he

brought innovationandcommercial

flair to the railway.

Heoversaw theoperationof

horse-drawn roadcoach journeys to

TalyllynLake.Hewasalsounusual

amongst EnglishmanagersofWelsh

enterprises in thathe settled in the

community and learnedWelsh.

In thepublisher’sbest tradition,

thebook iswell-designedandclear

to read throughout. Informative

captionsaccompany the200colour

andblack andwhite illustrationsand

maps– the imagesare reproduced

largeandsharp.

If youwant‘chapter andverse’

on theCorris Railway ina readable,

gripping style, this is thebook for you.

COMPLETEHISTORY

Ffestiniog&Welsh
HighlandRailways2021
calendar

(£8.50, plus £3.60p&p.Order from

www.festrail.co.uk/shop/orby

telephoning01766516034).

IF LARGE photographs andplenty

of space towrite are important, the

Ffestiniog&WelshHighland Railways’

2021 calendar is for you.

Measuring 23 x 34cm, the large

format calendar features 12 stunning

new images.

Photographs include: Linda at

Penrhyn stationwith a train of slate

wagons; Prince atTryfan Junction

with heritage carriages; Lyd climbing

towards RhydDduwith a snow-capped

Snowdon in the background; a side-on

viewof TaliesinpassingYnys Ferlas;

Palmerston crossingNantmor road

bridgewith heritage carriages;Merddin

Emrys exitingMoelwyn tunnel’s

north portal; Garratts Nos. 143 and

87 at Ffridd Isaf; Blanche and Lyd seen

through thewindowsof RhiwGoch

signalbox; andValeof Ffestiniogwaiting

at Porthmadog for an early-morning

run toCaernarfon as the sun rises over

theCob.

The landscape format provides a

photographon the upper half, with

the block of dates below.Measuring

4½x3½cm, the individual date boxes

offer plenty of space.

The text is bi-lingual (Welsh/English)

throughout.Weekends are in a bolder

font, helping to easily distinguish them.

Producedby SnowdoniaDesign&

Print in Porthmadogonhighquality

paper, it weighs 362g.

Helpfully, it comeswith a hole already

punched, enabling it to hangon the

wall with ease.

AMUST FOR FF&WHRFANS

Bideford:The storyof a
steam locomotive

ByClive Fairchild (softback,

BidefordRailwayHeritageCentre,

24pp, £5plus£1p&p from

www.bidefordrailway.co.uk/sales)

HERE is a 24pagebiography of Bulleid

West Country light PacificNo. 34019

Bideford, which took its name from the

townwhere theheritage centre and its

short operational line arebasedat the

LSWRstation.

It contains awealthof archivepictures

andanecdotes about the locomotive

whichemerged fromBrightonworks

onChristmas Eve1945,withdrawnon

March19, 1967, and cannibalised to

keep two sister engines in traffic until

Write to us: Heritage Railway, Mortons Media Ltd, PO Box 43, Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6LZ. Heritagerailway.co.uk 85

The Corris Railway
– The story of a mid-
Wales slate railway

the endof

southern

steam.

However,

while

Bideford the

locomotive

is nomore,

its tender,

No. 3319,

survived–

soldbyBarry

scrapyard

to thepurchaser of sisterNo. 34023

BlackmoreValewhich is nowbasedon

theBluebell Railway.

The frames are still part of the tender

behindNo. 34023, but the supposedly

life-expired tankwas sold to Southern

Locomotives Limitedwhich rebuilt

it and it is nowpart of the tender for

SwanageRailway-basedBattle of

Britain PacificNo. 34070Manston –

which ranwithNo. 3319when itwas

built in 1947!

Coronavirus has effectively shut

the centre’s donation incomedown

completely. In an attempt todevelopan

income stream for 2020, twobooklets

havebeenpublished: this one, and

also aBriefHistory of theRailways of

NorthDevon.

If youwould like tohelp the centre

further, donationswill begratefully

received at Barclays sort code200459

accountNo. 20370096using‘Donation’

as the reference.

FASCINATINGFUNDRAISER

f i t N 34023

Vintagesportingposters
souvenirs
(LondonTransportMuseum,Covent

Garden,www.ltmuseumshop.co.uk

tel:03432225000,mugsetoffour

£35,setoffourcoasters£14,setoftwo

teatowels£15,T-shirt£20,setoffour

magnets£12,totebag£12.)

THEnewrangeofproducts fromLondon

TransportMuseumtakes inspiration from

itsvastcollectionofvintagesporting

postersandcovers rugby, tennis, football

androwing.Thesebeautiful images

highlightsomeof thosesports’notable

events fromtheearly20thcenturyand

comefromfamedartists including

DorothyPatonandCharlesPaine.

Itemsmakingupthe full range include

mugsets, tea towels,T-shirts,magnets,

coastersandtotebags,aperfectgifting

opportunity foranysportsor transport

loversout there.Everypurchasesupports

themuseumanditspreparations to

reopen itsdoorsafter theCovid-19

lockdown.

➜HeritageRailwayreadersarebeing

offereda20%discountonthisrangeusing

thecodeRAILWAY20atthecheckout(valid

untilAugust10).

CLASSICSPORTINGTRIUMPHS

EDITOR’S CHOICE



STAR LETTER

ByMarch, thenewFalconwasan0-4-2

for the first time in thehistoryof the

project. The latest components tobe

manufacturedwere the crossheads

andslidevalves.CR

Stop vandalism, theft and
trespass – become a
special constable!

I AMwriting in response to the

suggestionbyChrisMagner (Platform,

issue268) that theCorris Railwaymight

considernaming thenewFalcon steam

locomotivebeingconstructed (as

fundraisingpermits) afterCampbell

Thomas, inmemoryof the former

Machynlleth stationmaster.

Historically, theCorris Railwaywas

unusual for anarrowgauge railway in

theBritish Isles in that it didnotname

itsquartetof steam locomotives.

The twosurvivingengines fromthe

original lineacquired thenames they

havecarried fornearly sevendecades

following their purchaseby theTalyllyn

RailwayPreservationSociety fromBritish

Railways.The steam locomotivealready

built for theCorris revival,No. 7, is

accordinglyunnamed. It entered service

in2005and is a21st-century re-creation

of theoriginalNo. 4.

No. 4 is aTattooclass locomotivebuilt

Doheritage lines
get togripswith
theireconomics?
MARTINMcGINTY isabsolutely

right is issue267tosuggest that

thepreservation fraternityneeds

tomaximiseopportunitiesarising

fromtheCovid-19pandemic.

However, Idon’t thinkthathis

suggestionofnot runningtrains

willberegardedbymanyas

realisticorhelpful–andcertainly

itdoesnotprovideabasis for

long-termrecovery.

If Iwasontheboardofa

heritagerailway Iwouldwant

tobeexamining likenever

before fivekeyelementsofour

operations.

1.Dowereallyunderstand just

howmuchprofitor losseach

componentofourbusinessand

every train thatwerunmakes? If

suchanexerciseconcludedthat

90%of theprofitcamefrom20%

of theservices–Santaspecials,

diningandfootplateexperiences

–howwillingwouldwebetocut

backtherest?

2.Howcanwemaximise the

numberofvolunteers–usingthe

GloucestershireWarwickshire

Railwaywithover950volunteers

and just sixemployeesas the

exemplar?Havewefallen intothe

trapof replacingvolunteerswith

salariedstafftooperatea level

of service that is‘playingtrains’

rather thanmakingmoney?

3.Dowefullyunderstandthe

stateofour infrastructureandthe

costofmaintainingandrepairing

itanddowehaveareserves fund

tomeet thosecosts inaplanned

way?

4.Havewebecomedonation

junkies, relyingontheoften

extraordinarygenerosityof

railwayenthusiasts togetusout

of troubleevery time instead

ofconfrontingthereal costsof

runningour railway?

5.Dowehaveanymajorfixed

costs thatwehave topayyear

in, yearout suchas leaseor

rental payments toNetwork

Rail orprivate landowners and

which thereforehave thefirst

call onour income? If so, arewe

absolutely satisfied that these

payments arevalue formoney?

It iseasy in thegoodtimesto

fail toprioritise thesematters,and

focus insteadonthedaytoday

operationalchallenges,which

areofcourseconsiderableand

growing.However,Covid-19will

testasneverbeforeourheritage

railways’ability tomanagetheir

activities sothat incomeexceeds

costs. In that Iwishthemallevery

success.

MichaelHill, email

Why the new Corris locomotive will not be named
byKerr Stuart Ltd inStoke-on-Trent in

1921andplans areafoot tomark its

centenarywith special eventson the

Corris andTalyllyn railwaysnext year (as

reported last issue).TheFalconwill be

No. 10 in theCorris locomotive listings.

Hopefully, during thecentenaryMr

Thomaswill be remembered.He is

believed tohave turnedablindeye to

instructions to send the two remaining

locosaway fromstorageatMachynlleth

tobe scrapped,hoping that theymight

havea futureon theTR,whichdid

express an interest in acquiringat least

oneof thembefore the‘preservationera’.

Their eventualpurchaseand

subsequenthistory iswell known from

TomRolt’s bookRailwayAdventureand

told indetail inMartin Fuller’s three-part

historyofCorris andTalyllyn steam

locomotives.

The revivedCorris Railwaydoesuse

diesel andbattery-electric locomotives,

but in thecaseof its steam locomotives

and rolling stock, it looks to re-create

as far aspossible theappearanceand

atmosphereof theoriginal line.

Muchmore informationabout the

Corris Railway revival canbe foundat

www.corris.co.uk

JohnSimms,

pressofficer,CorrisRailwaySociety
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PLATFORM READERS’ LETTERS ATTHE HEART OFTHE HERITAGE RAILWAY SCENE

Amaintenance
trainheadedby
Class08D3022
inoperationat

theSVR.
MATT ROBINSON

INADDITION tobeinga rail enthusiast

formostofmy80years, I ownupto

beinga followerofheritage lines,

havingvisitedmanythroughout the

UK.Ageand financial restraintsnow

limitmy involvement to reading

magazinesandwatchingDVDsandTV.

Your input regarding trespass,

vandalismandtheft in issue267was

distressingand frustratingandthought

Iwouldsharean ideawithyouthat

mightgosomeway inaddressing the

problem.

Beinga retiredNHSambulance

clinical instructor, I hadmuch

involvementwith trainingpolice

forces, all ranks,manyofwhichwere

special constables,whichof course

is a voluntary initiative, unpaidbut

expensesprovided.

I amaware thatBritishTransport

Policeengageandtrainvolunteers

in that role. It occurs tomethat

someof thespin-offs inhavingsuch

auniformedpresenceonheritage

railwayscouldbemultifarious:

1.The transportpolicemight swell its

rankswith rail enthusiasts.

2.Theheritagerailwaysmightget

interest fromexistingspecialconstables.

3. Special constablescanbe fromboth

genders.

4. Special constablescanget travel

expenseconsiderationonthenational

network.

5.Aspecial constableadditiononaCV

canbeagreatasset indevelopment

within thedomainsofemployment

(especially in joining thepolice service).

Yourarticlemirrorsmyconcernonthe

matterof rail trespassandmyapproach

toyouisdoneso inthebelief that, in

yourposition,anoverture fromyou

totheheadofTransportPolicemight

justsparkan initiativethatwouldbe

ofmutualbenefit to lawenforcement ,

safetyandallwhotreasureourheritage

railwayassets.

JohnGriffin,email

➜TheSevernValleyRailwayhas

reneweditsearlierwarningtowould-be

trespassersover thecomingweeks

as itprepares for reopening.Thenew

warningfollowsrecentsightingsof

peopleonthetrack inmultiple locations.

While theSVRstoppeditspublic services

inmid-Marchbecauseof theCovid-19

pandemic, thetrackremains inuse.

SVRgeneralmanagerHelenSmith

said: “Wearerunningengineeringand

maintenancevehiclesonadailybasis,

andouractivitiesareset to increase

dramaticallynowthatwearegetting

the linereadyforourplannedreopening

inAugust.Wewanttosendastrong

messagetoanyonetemptedtotrespass

onour line.Notonlyaretheybreaking

the lawandputtingthemselvesat

risk,but theyarealsopotentially

endangeringothers.

“Weaskanyonewhoseespeople

walkingontheSVRlineto informthe

policebycallingthenon-emergency101

number.Ourrailway line, likeanyother,

canbeadangerousplaceandweurge

thepublic tokeepsafeandkeepoff the

track.”
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Further to thearticleon the restorationof theClass 15
diesel in issue267, readerBrianHiggins fromKidlington in
Oxfordshirehas sentus thispicturehe took in1958ofD8202
andD8200doubleheadinga freight south throughBletchley.

Remembering Cuckmere’s nawrrow gauge railway
CONGRATULATIONSonbeingable

toproduceanotherquality editionof

HeritageRailway, despite thecurrent

lockdown.

Thecurrent situationgivesus time to

revisit past copies and I should like to

add to the short articleonpage21 in

issue264 regarding the track left after

gravel extractionoperations fromthe

Cuckmereestuary ceased.

Havinggrown-up inSeaford (just

over thehill fromtheRiverCuckmere)

and travelledon theSouthdownbuses

(route12) toEastbourne, I recall the

extraction takingplaceandseeing the

narrowgauge trackway fromthebeach

to thedischargepoint at thecurrent

Exceat carpark. At theendof the run

fromthebeach, a rampedsectionof

track rose toallow thedischargeof the

wagonloadsontoground level (similar

to coal staithes). Aphotographof the

narrowgauge railway is included in

theexcellentMiddletonPress volume

Industrial RailwaysOfTheSouth-East.

Although the trackwas liftedon

closureof theextraction rights, clearly

somewas left behind. The track route

was setonto theedgeof thehill, above

the river floodplain level, andcan still be

seenandwalked today.

JohnWatts, email

STAYAWHILE
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NUMEROUS settlementsbig and small

mushroomedaround railwayworks and

stations in the19th century. However,

there exists one settlementwhere

the railwaynot only created it, but

gave it a nameandanumber too into

thebargain.

The origin of the name of Twenty,

a lonely hamlet in the Lincolnshire

fens, has been a perennial matter

of debate. It came to international

attention in September 1982 when

someone overpainted the words

“Twenty. Twinned with the Moon. No

atmosphere!” in fluorescent paint on

a road sign, and TV pictures of it were

networked around the world.

In 1993, the hamlet againmade

headlines whenThe Sun newspaper

published a story usingTwenty to

promote a cut in its cover price to 20p.

Origin
The stationwasopenedonAugust 1,

1866, by theBourne-SpaldingRailway

Company,which in 1893was absorbed

into theMidland&GreatNorthern Joint

Railway (M&GNR). It hadbeendecided

tohave three intermediate stations,

mainly for the transhipmentof farm

produce. Asno settlements existed

near there at the time, namesof local

featureswere chosen, theother two

beingCounterDrain andNorthDrove.

One theory for the name runs

that the station was sited near to a

milestone on the main road from

A ‘quacking’ new
home for ducks

Bourne to Spalding, now the A151,

indicating that it was 20 miles

to Colsterworth.

A second theory suggested that

the engineer in charge of building

the line saw that the station would

be sited in a field in Section 20 of his

Ordnance Survey map, and decided

that Twenty would be a more

distinctive name than North Fen,

which was originally proposed.

However, the most widely-

accepted explanation is that the

station took its name from the

Twenty Foot Drain, a major but

controversial part of the drainage

scheme of Robert Bertie, Earl of

Lindsey, which was completed in

1638. Local fenmen were angered by

the Lindsey Level scheme, and that

was one of the many local grievances

which led to the English Civil War, in

which the earl died at the Battle of

Edge Hill on October 23,

1642. The drain was incorporated

into the later Black Sluice scheme,

and now the section at Twenty

village has long been infilled.

Eventually, buildings sprang up

along the road leading to the station,

including a row of council houses,

a school, a village hall, a children’s

playground, private dwellings and

even at one stage a police station.

Closure
Shockwaves resonated through the

British Railwaysnetworkwhen, on

March2, 1959, virtually the entire

M&GNR systemwas closed–and

DrBeechingwas still twoyears into

the future. Itwas the first complete

closureof anentire systemwithin the

nationalised railway, andwithmotor

transportwell into the ascendancyby

then, boded ill for BR.

In October 1959, the M&GNR

Society was founded in a bid to

save the system, around the same

time the early Bluebell Railway

pioneers were trying to save the

entire Lewes to East Grinstead

line. Both groups soon found out

that they had to edit their dreams,

and the would-be saviours ended

up with a much shorter section,

today’s magnificently-scenic North

Norfolk Railway.

The Bourne to Spalding line

remained opened for goods until

1964. The station buildings still

exist and are in commercial use by a

double-glazing company.

They took to their newhome likea

duck towater…RAILWORLD

Twenty stationhasnot seen trains for 56years, but thebuildinghas survived into

2020, completewithplatformedging stones. The site is nowhometoadouble

glazing company. ROBIN JONES

GNR Ivatt 521class (LNER J6) 0-6-0No. 64172 is seenheadingeast throughTwenty

in the1950s.Built atDoncaster in1911,No. 64172waswithdrawn fromBoston in

March1960andscrapped the samemonth.All of the classhadbeenwithdrawn

by1962.HERITAGESOUTHHOLLAND.CO.UK

STATION
OF THE YEAR

PETERBOROUGH’SRailworldWildlife

Haven livedupto itsnameonJune1,

when itprovidedaplaceofsafety fora

duckandherdozenducklings.

Brian Pearce, trustee toldHeritage

Railway: “Theywere located alongside

a busymain road.We spoke to

staff at theWaterfowl Sanctuary in

Godmanchester, who advised us what

we could do.We then provided the

ducks with a safe home.

“We put them all in our small top

pond. However, within 30minutes

‘mummy duck’took all the ducklings

down thewaterfall to the lower pond.

It was incredible to watch – isn’t

nature absolutely wonderful?”

With the River Nene flowing next to

the venue and its attractive gardens,

Railworld is amagnet for a host

of wildlife.

“We’ve got grass snakes, weasels,

hedgehogs and stoats – you

wouldn’t believe it,”added Brian. “Six

moorhen chicks currently call our site

home too.”

➜SeeNews,page26, forRailworld’s

latestdevelopments.
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